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Predators’ Fabbro suspended 2 games for elbowing Canes’ McGinn in head  

By Chip Alexander  

Nashville Predators defenseman Dante Fabbro has been 
suspended two games by the NHL for his elbow to the head 
of Brock McGinn of the Carolina Hurricanes, the league’s 
Department of Player Safety announced Wednesday. 

In a game Carolina won 3-2 in overtime at PNC Arena, 
Fabbro left his feet and struck McGinn on Tuesday with 6:16 
left in the second period. Fabbro was called for a two-minute 
minor penalty for elbowing while McGinn was taken to the 
locker room for medical evaluation. 

The league, in announcing the suspension, said as McGinn 
was making a play on the puck, “Fabbro raises his arm, 
extends his elbow and drives it with force into McGinn’s 
head.”  

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Wednesday that he was 
not sure why a five-minute major penalty was not called on 
Fabbro. 

“I can’t comment on this stuff because I honestly don’t 
understand what the rules are,” Brind’Amour said on a media 
call. “It’s that simple because if that isn’t one I don’t know 
what is. That’s the way I look at it. It’s a clear elbow to the 
head, as far as I can see. So I would assume that would be a 
major penalty.” 

The Canes trailed 2-0 when the hit occurred along the 
boards. Jordan Staal then scored on the power play and 
Carolina scored another power-play goal later in the period 
to tie the score 2-2. 

Staal later said it was a “tough hit” on McGinn and that the 
power-play score turned the game’s momentum. McGinn 
returned to the game and Brind’Amour said Wednesday that 
McGinn “seems OK.” 

The Hurricanes and Predators play again Thursday at PNC 
Arena. 

The NHL noted that Fabbro did not have a prior history of 
disciplinary sanctions from the league and has not been 
suspended or fined in the past. 

Referees are allowed to review major or match penalties 
called on the ice to either confirm or change their call and 
reduce to a lesser penalty. Brind’Amour has long been a 
proponent off having an official sitting in a booth off the ice to 
quickly assess potential penalties. 

“As I’ve said before, it’s too hard to referee our sport live,” 
Brind’Amour said. “You’ve got to give these guys some help. 
Putting more guys on the ice to watch it live doesn’t help. 
There’s no way you can tell live if anything is a penalty or 
not. It happens too fast.  

“These guys are great at doing it and figuring it out most of 
the time but if they had a quick second or someone in their 
ear to say ‘Was that what I saw?’ we’d have these things 
corrected at least way more than what we are now, in my 
opinion. They need a little help.” 

Injury update 

It doesn’t sound as if injured goalie Petr Mrazek and forward 
Teuvo Teravainen will be back in the lineup soon. 

Mrazek had surgery for a dislocated thumb and has missed 
the past 20 games. Brind’Amour mentioned Wednesday that 
Mrazek had pins removed from the thumb and said, “We’re 
on track but we were hoping it would be a little quicker. We 
were hoping to see him a couple of weeks ago and it didn’t 
happen.” 

Teravainen suffered a concussion in the Feb. 19 game 
against Chicago. He came back to play March 4 against 
Detroit but has been out the past two games, although he 
has done some skating this week. 

“He doesn’t feel ready or anything, so I would say that’s still 
a ways away, unfortunately,” Brind’Amour said. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Nashville Predators 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV: FSCR
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Hurricanes’ culture, Dougie Hamilton’s contract, goaltending conundrum: Bag of Jerks, 
Part I 

By Sara Civian 

When they say “This is March,” they’re obviously talking 
about the lead up to the 2020-21 NHL trade deadline, right? 

Right. 

I’m excited to announce that we will have two Bags of Jerks 
to discuss the Carolina Hurricanes, who are very, very good 
if you haven’t got the memo. (Looking at you, Canada.) 

The Canes are one point behind the Lightning for the Central 
Division lead — off to essentially their best start in franchise 
history. They’ve got an 18-6-1 record, their first six-game win 
streak in 11 years and even a functional power play. 

Read all about it. 

Questions edited for style and clarity. 

At what contract value do you think we tell Dougie to look 
elsewhere? We have done a good job of not having any 
anchors and have had several players (TT, Slavin, Pesce) 
take discounts to stay here. — Matthew N. 

I don’t think you were insinuating this, but I’ve seen a few 
other questions doing so, so I’ll start by saying I think some 
people are exaggerating his “issues” this season. He’s had 
awful luck with the whole puck actually making it to the back 
of the net thing, and at times has looked sort of slow. But 
speed was never his strong suit and I’ll give him a period of 
grace with that after returning from his leg injury and having 
to go several games without Jaccob Slavin — then several 
games with a Jaccob Slavin trying to get back into the swing 
of things after COVID-19. 

The thing is, Hamilton has found ways to adjust and make 
himself useful under — I’m sorry — “unprecedented” 
circumstances. He’s in a tie for fourth among all defensemen 
in assists with 17, and he and Victor Hedman are the only 
ones outside of the high-scoring North Division in the top six. 
To put things in perspective, he’s on pace for 39 points in 
this 56-game season. He had 40 in his career-high-pace-
before-injury in 47 games last season and he had 39 in 82 
games in 2018-19. The obvious reason Hamilton isn’t 
eclipsing last season’s pace is the lack of goal scoring, but 
that isn’t going to last forever. Maybe he puts it all together 
and reaches new heights for the playoffs, who knows? 

Regardless, he’s contributing to the team in a new way — 
and it’s not like the team has needed help with goal scoring. I 
thought he had an interesting quote before Tuesday’s game 
about how playing the same opponents over and over factors 
into power-play performance. 

“You gotta adjust to what they’re doing too, then they have to 
adjust to us and we have to adjust to that,” he said. “They’re 
watching video, and we’re trying to find openings every 
game. Even after every power play, we’re trying to find 
different plays. We’re always talking to each other to try and 
see what’s opening.” 

In that way, it makes sense depth scoring has been crucial 
for the Canes this year, and Hamilton has had to find a new 
column on the scoresheet. 

All that said, the Canes have arguably the best contract-to-
value ratio in the league, but at some point they’re going to 
have to pay the stars. They’ve said they’re fully prepared to 
do so with Andrei Svechnikov and to a lesser degree 
Hamilton, but talks with Hamilton have stalled after a 
“tangible gap in each position,” according to Pierre LeBrun. 

“I suspect Hamilton’s camp would have wanted to start their 
position closer to Pietrangelo ($8.8 million AAV) and work 
from that area ($8 million-plus),” LeBrun wrote. “I suspect the 
Hurricanes look at Krug’s contract in St. Louis and want to 
work from there, ($6.5 million salary ballpark). Can both 
sides find the middle ground? I’m betting on yes, but there’s 
no guarantee of that.” 

No one appreciates Krug’s ability to quarterback a power 
play more than I do (seriously, search my Twitter handle and 
“Torey Krug”), but Hamilton has played a much larger role for 
the Canes via goal scoring than Krug had for the Bruins 
before he signed that contract with St. Louis. That’s sort of 
why the Bruins didn’t sign him to something like that. 
Hamilton and Krug do have very comparable numbers, 
though, and Hamilton’s recent scoring drought bridges that 
gap. 

To me, Hamilton seemed to be on track to making 
Pietrangelo money if he could keep up his goal-scoring tear. 
As it stands, I feel like he deserves somewhere in the middle 
of the two contracts. It could always change, though, and I 
don’t expect the deal to get done until after the season. 

Of course, this will warrant an article of its own when the time 
is right. 

You’ve spent time around elite teams like the Penguins and 
the Bruins. How does this current configuration of the 
Carolina Hurricanes match up to them for 
talent/culture/management? (tl;dr: Are we there yet?) — 
Carolyn C. 

This is such an interesting question I’ve given a lot of thought 
to over the past few years. In some ways, I think every 
market and culture is different. The Canes are never going to 
be the “Big, Bad Bruins” (lol), for example, but they don’t 
have to be. That they’ve forged an identity at all is my litmus 
test for that category, you know? 

I think most of this starts with solid management or at least 
management that doesn’t suck. It’s no coincidence the 
reputation of the Hurricanes has changed so much in so little 
time. 

And finally, talent will be the final piece for the Canes to truly 
stack up against the elite. I think they’re almost there. Give 
them one more year under the belts of Svechnikov and 
Martin Necas and more trust in the goaltending — whether 
that’s Petr Mrazek coming back and continuing to tear it up 
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or a different direction. I’m hesitant to even say that because 
the talent is undeniable as it is, but if you’re asking me to 
compare them to a truly elite back-to-back Cup-winning team 
with the likes of Sidney Crosby and a former (sorry, Pens 
fans) elite goaltending tandem, and the best line in hockey 
for half a decade and their elite goaltender … 

I think you’re wondering about sustainability, and yeah, that’s 
what it takes. 

Brace yourself for the ~goaltending questions~ 

First of all, Brind’Amour gave us an update on Mrazek before 
practice Wednesday. 

“We originally thought it wasn’t going to be as long as it’s 
taking, now he had to get some stuff done or (pins out?), I 
don’t really know the whole story,” he said. “We’re on track, 
it’s just we were hoping that it would have been a little 
quicker. I don’t really have an update other than we were 
hoping to see him a couple weeks ago and it didn’t happen.” 

Moving along … 

Sure I won’t be the only one asking this, but who do you 
think should be Petr’s backup once he’s back? — 
Christopher L. 

Do you think the Canes risk Reimer going on the taxi squad 
for a short spell or would his exposure on waivers be too 
great a risk? I’m thinking of the cap savings and chance to 
make sure he gets some rest in this cluttered season 
wouldn’t be a bad thing, especially since Ned has shown 
he’s game. — Al H. 

Ah, the questions of the hour. These two go hand-in-hand. 

Alex Nedeljkovic has won three straight and has a 5-2-1 
record with a 2.21 goals-against average and a .926 save 
percentage. James Reimer is 11-3-0 with a 2.83 goals-
against average and a .903 save percentage. But obviously, 
none of this is that simple. 

Putting Reimer on waivers is a huge risk considering his 
cheap contract and above-average competency as a proven 
backup goalie. If the Canes opt for keeping Nedeljkovic in 
the immediate rotation to, I don’t know, make a statement to 
him, they’d have to do so almost knowing Reimer is a goner. 
Meanwhile, they can keep calling Nedeljkovic up from the 
taxi squad without waivers since he already cleared. The 
reward here wouldn’t be worth the risk when NHL teams can 
carry three goalies anyway, Reimer and Nedeljkovic are too 
close of a call for there to be a decisive winner, the trade 
deadline is coming up and there doesn’t need to be a 
permanent decision made. What I mean by that is the Canes 
could start by keeping Reimer as the official backup then 
adjust accordingly if it doesn’t work. 

My guess? They won’t be too hard-and-fast about it, and 
they’ll make the position a fluid rotation. But if I had to pick 
one to start things out, I’d give Nedeljkovic a chance to build 
on the confidence and positive experience he’s clearly 
gaining each game. 

When they get a two goal or more lead early it seems they 
always give up a few to make it a tight game. Then they dig 
in (TM Tripp Tracy) and get the win. Can they play like that 
the whole season and into the playoffs and be successful? It 

is stressful on the fans so it must be worse for RB’A. — 
Ralph B. 

Brind’Amour? Stressed? Never. 

This is a fair question, and no I don’t think you can play like 
this forever. But they identified their most glaring issue — not 
starting on time — and fixed it. I’d take a strong start, a third-
period battle and a win over the alternative. I also think 
there’s so much more strategy necessary this season — I’m 
just speculating, but imagine how hard it is knowing you have 
a game less than 24 hours than the game you’re currently 
playing, then a game less than 48 hours after that one? 

Brind’Amour keeps saying the mental grind is the hardest. 

If I’m playing in the NHL right now, I’m trying as hard as I can 
to give it 100 percent with fresh(est) legs, then not risking 
physical and/or mental exhaustion (or even injury, which is a 
proven increased risk this season), if I’m already winning by 
the third period. I’ve honestly been thinking about this a lot 
lately, and how what might appear lazy to us is actually part 
of a strategy to make it to the playoffs relatively sane and 
relatively healthy. 

I’m going to give the maybe hot take of yes they can 
continue doing this for the whole season, but everyone 
knows the playoffs are a different animal. 

You had mentioned previously that Necas couldn’t be called 
Marty because Martinook had already claimed it. What is his 
substitute nickname? — Craig T. 

How did you miss the big news?! 

I don’t know who else needs to hear this, but: While it seems 
like the Canes can mostly get away with calling him Marty, 
they also call him “Nee Chee” and — best of all — the Czech 
word for “junior” because Jordan Martinook is Marty Senior. 

Seems like there has always been talk of Jake Bean possibly 
going to Seattle in the expansion draft. With his recent play 
do you believe the Hurricanes will protect him? — Marty L 

It’s sort of a Catch-22, isn’t it? Collect enough good players 
on good (or young) contracts, and suddenly the expansion 
draft becomes particularly dreadful. But keep a roster of 
mediocre players and you aren’t losing anything too 
devastating. As the great philosopher (has Tripp Tracy 
referred to him as a huge Caniac yet?) The Notorious B.I.G. 
once said, “Mo Money Mo Problems.” 

The thing about Bean’s recent play is he was always going to 
come into the NHL and do that if he got a shot — the Canes 
just weren’t giving him a shot (for a valid reason — I don’t 
have to type the phrase “stacked blue line” for the 1,000th 
time). I don’t know if the Canes expected this seamlessness, 
but they had to know based on his skating alone if they let 
him play he’d figure it out. 

I still think it’s way too soon to say with any certainty — 
especially with Hamilton still unsigned. His signing or lack 
thereof will change everything, especially for Bean. 

“Letterkenny” or “Trailer Park Boys”? — Keith M. 

Forecheck, backcheck, paycheck. 
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Would Brady Skjei benefit from sitting a couple games? — 
Connor T. 

I’m gonna be honest, guys. I’ve seen the Skjei criticisms all 
over Twitter and I don’t really understand it. Are we just 
startled by the lack of things to complain about with this 
team? 

He’s not having the best season I’ve ever witnessed in my 
entire life, but he’s been fine. A couple missteps like that 
failed attempt to clear that almost led to a Jonathan 
Huberdeau goal, but those mistakes will happen. I thought 
he had a really strong game in terms of physicality against 
Nashville Tuesday. 

I also get that it’s frustrating that there’s always going to be a 
decent defenseman sitting on this Canes team, but it can 
also be used as a behind-the-scenes strategy none of us will 
ever know about. If I’m a coach with an excess of solid 

defensemen during a season with the most brutal schedule 
of all time, I’m asking them to be honest with me. 

“Does anyone need a break?” 

“Is anyone a little banged up?” 

“Does X player play best against X team and there’s a 27-
game series looming?” 

I think all these things factor into the who sits and who plays 
decisions more than ever. 

So, would he benefit from sitting a couple games? I don’t 
think anyone knows that except him and the Hurricanes 
coaching staff under these circumstances, and they’ve 
apparently decided he wouldn’t right now. 

“Good questions, guys”  
– Dougie Hamilton  
— Marty L.

 

Preview: Predators vs. Hurricanes 

Canes close out homestand while riding six-game winning 
streak 

By Michael Smith 

The Carolina Hurricanes put their six-game winning streak 
on the line when they rematch against the Nashville 
Predators to close out a four-game homestand. 

The Match-Up 

Nashville Predators (11-14-1, 23 points) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (18-6-1, 37 points) 

Thursday, March 11, 7 p.m. 

Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

About Tuesday Night 

Jordan Staal put forth a "monster" performance, as he 
scored two goals, including the overtime winner, to lead the 
Canes to their sixth straight victory in a 3-2 final against the 
Predators. Staal's power-play goal in the second sparked a 

late-period comeback, and in overtime, he skated the puck 
down the ice and beat Pekka Rinne far side to secure the 
extra point for the Canes. 

"Jordan Staal won us the game," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "He was a monster in every aspect. Our 
penalty kill was great. Who's part of that? Our power play 
came through. Who's part of that. In overtime, who scores 
the goal?" 

Numbers to Know 

37: At 18-6-1, the Canes have amassed the most points (37) 
through 25 games in franchise history, surpassing the 
franchise-best mark of 34 points (16-7-2) last set in 2005-06. 

400: Jaccob Slavin is set to play in his 400th career NHL 
game. Since being selected 120th overall (4th round) in the 
2012 NHL Draft, Slavin has developed into one of the top 
shutdown defensemen in the NHL. The 2020 All Star has 
totaled 159 points (30g, 129a) in 399 games. 

3: Converting at 29.8%, the Canes own the third-best power 
play in the NHL. The Canes are riding a six-game power-play 
goal streak, and they've scored two power-play goals in 
three of those games.
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Super 16: Lightning unanimous No. 1, Hurricanes enter top three 

Maple Leafs, Avalanche, Bruins fall in NHL.com power 
rankings 

By Dan Rosen 

The Tampa Bay Lightning are the unanimous No. 1 in the 
NHL.com Super 16 power rankings. 

The Lightning are 8-0-1 since Feb. 22. 

The New York Islanders made the biggest move up, jumping 
five spots to No. 5. They've won six games in a row with 
eight goals against. 

The Boston Bruins tumbled four spots to No. 8. 

The same 16 teams ranked last week are ranked this week. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members put together his or her version of 
what they think it should look like. Those were submitted and 
a point total assigned to each. 

The team that was selected first was given 16 points, second 
got 15, third 14, and so on down to No. 16, which got one 
point.  

Here is the Super 16: 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning (18-4-2) 
Total points: 224 
Last week: No. 1 

Victor Hedman has an assist in five straight games, matching 
his NHL career long the defenseman set four other times. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights (16-6-1) 
Total points: 204 
Last week: No. 2 

Robin Lehner is working his way back toward playing again. 
The goalie was assigned to practice with Henderson of the 
American Hockey League on a conditioning loan 
Wednesday. Lehner has been out since Feb. 7 because of 
an upper-body injury. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (18-6-1) 
Total points: 190 
Last week: No. 5 

Jordan Staal has scored 10 goals in 23 games, two more 
than the center scored in 68 games last season, and seven 
points (three goals, four assists) in his past four games. The 
Hurricanes have won six in a row since Feb. 27. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs (18-7-2) 
Total points: 168 
Last week: No. 3 

Auston Matthews ended a five-game goal drought by scoring 
two in a 4-3 loss to the Winnipeg Jets on Tuesday, the first of 
three straight games between Toronto and Winnipeg. 
Matthews has scored 20 goals in 24 games despite a wrist 
injury that coach Sheldon Keefe said is affecting the center's 
shot. 

5. New York Islanders (16-6-4) 
Total points: 160 
Last week: No. 10 

The Islanders are 8-0-1 with 16 goals against in their past 
nine games. They are 11-0-2 at Nassau Coliseum, the only 
team in the NHL without a regulation loss at home. 

6. Florida Panthers (16-5-4) 
Total points: 155 
Last week: No. 6 

The Panthers are 9-2-1 with an NHL-best 90.2 percent 
penalty kill on the road. Sergei Bobrovsky is 4-0-1 with a 
2.56 goals-against average and .927 save percentage in five 
starts since Feb. 25. 

7. Washington Capitals (15-6-4) 
Total points: 140 
Last week: No. 7 

Jakub Vrana has scored five goals in his past six games, 
including in overtime in a 5-4 win against the New Jersey 
Devils on Tuesday, the forward's second goal of the game. 
The Capitals are 9-2-1 since losing four in a row from Feb. 1-
14. 

8. Boston Bruins (13-6-4) 
Total points: 134 
Last week: No. 4 

The Bruins ended a six-game power-play drought (0-for-12) 
when David Pastrnak scored at 19:32 of the first period in a 
2-1 shootout loss to the Islanders on Tuesday. Boston has 
been shut out or scored one goal in three of their past four 
games and has scored two or fewer goals in five of their past 
seven. 

9. Winnipeg Jets (16-8-1) 
Total points: 111 
Last week: No. 8 

The Jets have been on the penalty kill fewer than two times 
per game in their past seven games (12 times total). The 
problem is, they have allowed five power-play goals in that 
span and are 62.5 percent on the penalty kill in eight games 
since Feb. 21. 
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10. Colorado Avalanche (14-8-2) 
Total points: 84 
Last week: No. 9 

Nathan MacKinnon returned against the Arizona Coyotes on 
Wednesday after the center missed three games with an 
upper-body injury; the Avalanche were 1-1-1. Colorado is 
without forward J.T. Compher (upper body), and defensemen 
Bowen Byram (upper body), Cale Makar (upper body), Erik 
Johnson (upper body) and Conor Timmins (upper body). 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins (15-9-1) 
Total points: 69 
Last week: No. 15 

The Penguins have won three games in a row, scoring at 
least four goals in each, and have scored 21 goals winning 
four of five. Center Evgeni Malkin has scored seven points 
(two goals, five assists) in his past five games and 12 points 
(three goals, nine assists) in 11 games since Feb. 18. 

12. Minnesota Wild (15-8-1) 
Total points: 67 
Last week: No. 12 

Rookie forward Kirill Kaprizov has five multipoint games, 
including four in his past 11 games. Three Wild rookies had 
more multipoint games in a season than Kaprizov: Kurtis 
Foster (seven, 2005-06), Ryan Donato (six, 2018-19), and 
Marian Gaborik (six, 2000-01). 

13. St. Louis Blues (14-8-4) 
Total points: 63 
Last week: No. 14 

Vladimir Tarasenko has an assist and five shots on goal in 
two games since the forward returned after missing the first 
24 games rehabbing from offseason shoulder surgery. 
Center Ryan O'Reilly has scored six points in his past three 
games (one goal, five assists). 

14. Philadelphia Flyers (13-7-3) 
Total points: 54 
Last week: No. 11 

James van Riemsdyk scored his 11th goal in his 23rd game 
of the season, a 5-4 shootout win against the Buffalo Sabres 
on Tuesday. The forward didn't score his 11th goal last 
season until his 36th game. He's tied for the Flyers lead with 
forward Joel Farabee, who has scored his 11 goals at even 
strength. 

15. Edmonton Oilers (17-11-0) 
Total points: 43 
Last week: No. 16 

Connor McDavid has scored at least two points against each 
of the other six teams in the Scotia North Division, and at 
least one goal against all but the Montreal Canadiens (three 
games). 

16. Chicago Blackhawks (13-9-5) 
Total points: 30 
Last week: No. 13 

The Blackhawks lead the NHL in scoring by rookies this 
season with 19 goals and 41 points. Forward Pius Suter 
leads the rookies with 13 points (eight goals, five assists), 

and forward Philipp Kurashev has scored 10 points (six 
goals, four assists). 

Others receiving points: Montreal Canadiens 8 

Dropped out: None 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  
 
AMALIE BENJAMIN 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
New York Islanders; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Chicago Blackhawks; 16. St. Louis 
Blues 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Boston 
Bruins; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. New 
York Islanders; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Minnesota Wild; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Philadelphia Flyers; 16. Montreal 
Canadiens 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. New York Islanders; 5. Florida 
Panthers; 6. Washington Capitals; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. 
Winnipeg Jets; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
11. Boston Bruins; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. St. Louis 
Blues; 14. Colorado Avalanche; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Chicago Blackhawks 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 6. New York Islanders; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. 
Winnipeg Jets; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. St. Louis 
Blues; 14. Colorado Avalanche; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Montreal Canadiens 

TOM GULITTI 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. New York Islanders; 
6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Boston 
Bruins; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. St. Louis Blues; 14. 
Colorado Avalanche; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Chicago 
Blackhawks 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. New 
York Islanders; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Florida 
Panthers; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Philadelphia Flyers; 16. Chicago 
Blackhawks 
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ROBERT LAFLAMME 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Florida 
Panthers; 6. Washington Capitals; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. New 
York Islanders; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 
11. St. Louis Blues; 12. Chicago Blackhawks; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Philadelphia Flyers; 16. 
Minnesota Wild 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. New York Islanders; 5. Florida Panthers; 
6. Washington Capitals; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Chicago 
Blackhawks; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Winnipeg Jets; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Colorado Avalanche; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

TRACEY MYERS 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. New York Islanders; 5. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 6. Washington Capitals; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. 
Boston Bruins; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Edmonton Oilers; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Minnesota 
Wild; 14. Chicago Blackhawks; 15. Colorado Avalanche; 16. 
Philadelphia Flyers 

BILL PRICE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. New York 
Islanders; 6. Colorado Avalanche; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. 
Washington Capitals; 9. Florida Panthers; 10. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 11. Philadelphia Flyers; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. 
Winnipeg Jets; 14. Chicago Blackhawks; 15. St. Louis Blues; 
16. Edmonton Oilers 

SHAWN P. ROARKE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. New York 
Islanders; 6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Washington Capitals; 
8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. Florida Panthers; 10. Colorado 
Avalanche; 11. Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Chicago 
Blackhawks; 16. Edmonton Oilers 

DAN ROSEN 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. New York Islanders; 5. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. 
Washington Capitals; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 
11. Colorado Avalanche; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Edmonton 
Oilers; 16. Montreal Canadiens 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Toronto Maple Leafs; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Florida Panthers; 
6. New York Islanders; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Boston 
Bruins; 9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. St. Louis Blues; 
14. Chicago Blackhawks; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. 
Philadelphia Flyers 

MIKE ZEISBERGER 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Boston 
Bruins; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. New York Islanders; 8. Florida 
Panthers; 9. Colorado Avalanche; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 
11. Winnipeg Jets; 12. Montreal Canadiens; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. 
Minnesota Wild
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Hurricanes face the Predators, seek 7th straight win 

Nashville Predators (11-14-1, sixth in the Central Division) 
vs. Carolina Hurricanes (18-6-1, second in the Central 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina will attempt to keep its six-game 
win streak intact when the Hurricanes take on Nashville. 

The Hurricanes are 18-6-1 against division opponents. 
Carolina is third in the league averaging 6.0 assists per 
game, led by Dougie Hamilton with 0.7. 

The Predators are 11-14-1 against the rest of their division. 
Nashville ranks 30th in the Nhl with 31.4 shots per game and 
is averaging 2.4 goals. 

The teams square off for the second straight game. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Hamilton leads the Hurricanes with 17 
assists and has 18 points this season. Martin Necas has 
seven assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

Filip Forsberg has 27 total points while scoring 10 goals and 
totaling 17 assists for the Predators. Eeli Tolvanen has four 
goals and three assists over the last 10 games for Nashville. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-3-0, averaging 2.9 goals, 
5.4 assists, 3.9 penalties and 7.8 penalty minutes while 
giving up two goals per game with a .933 save percentage. 

Predators: 5-4-1, averaging 2.6 goals, 4.2 assists, 3.7 
penalties and 9.3 penalty minutes while allowing 2.8 goals 
per game with a .909 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Teuvo Teravainen: day to day 
(undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: day to day (back), Petr 
Mrazek: out (thumb). 

Predators: None listed.

 

NHL suspends Preds defenseman Dante Fabbro 2 games for hit 

NEW YORK (AP) — The NHL has suspended Nashville 
Predators defenseman Dante Fabbro two games for 
elbowing Carolina Hurricanes forward Brock McGinn. 

The league’s Department of Player Safety announced the 
suspension Wednesday after a morning hearing for the 
rookie defenseman. Fabbro will forfeit $15,948.28 based on 
his average annual salary, with the money going to the 
Players’ Emergency Assistance Fund. 

Fabbro hit McGinn’s head with his left elbow at 13:47 of the 
second period Tuesday night, and Fabbro left his feet 
finishing the hit. He was given a 2-minute minor penalty for 
elbowing, and Carolina won the game 3-2 in overtime. 

The Predators already are without a pair of defensemen, with 
captain Roman Josi and Ryan Ellis both on injured reserve.  
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He said it: Brind’Amour on player updates, officiating thoughts 

Carolina Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour spoke to 
the media via Zoom before Wednesday’s optional morning 
skate. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes held a limited practice Wednesday 
morning following the team’s 3-2 overtime victory against the 
Nashville Predators Tuesday night at PNC Arena. 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the media prior to 
practice and gave a few updates on players. 

On Petr Mrazek’s status: We originally thought it wasn’t 
going to be as long as it’s taking. He had to get some stuff 
done or pins out, I don’t know the whole story, but we’re on 
track. It’s just that we were hoping that it would have been a 
little quicker. I don’t really have an update. We were hoping 
to see him a couple of weeks ago and it didn’t happen. 

On Teuvo Teravainen’s status: I just talked to Turbo about a 
minute ago. He’s going on the ice this morning, but he 
doesn’t feel ready or anything. I would say that’s still a ways 
away unfortunately. 

On Dante Fabbro’s elbow on Brock McGinn: I can’t even 
comment on this stuff because, honestly, I don’t understand 
what the rules are. It’s that simple because if that isn’t one, 

then I don’t know what is. That’s the way I look at it. It was a 
clear elbow to the head as far as I can see, so I would 
assume that’s what would be a major penalty. But like I’ve 
said all along, it’s too hard to referee our sport in time. 
They’ve got four guys out there that didn’t see it. I didn’t see 
it live. But two seconds later, we can all look at it. You at 
home or wherever, you can see on a quick replay that that 
was obviously what it was. Intentional or not, which I don’t 
think it was it was just how it happened, that would be a five-
minute major. We don’t do it that way so I don’t know. 

On Brock McGinn: He seems okay. He’s not going to skate 
this morning, but he seems alright. 

On having an official off the ice: You’ve got to get these guys 
some help. Putting more guys onto the ice to watch it live 
doesn’t help, because there’s no way you can tell live if 
anything is a penalty or not. It happens too fast. These guys 
are great at doing it and figuring it out most of the time, but if 
they actually had a quick second or someone in there ear to 
say, ‘Hey. Was that actually what I saw?” we’d have these 
things corrected at least way more than we have now in my 
opinion. They need a little help. It’s not fair that we, as 
coaches, can look down two seconds after it happened and 
tell whether or not it was a penalty. They don’t get that. They 
should be getting that, it would help immensely I think.

 

Central Division Weekly Roundup: The Rich Get Richer 

The top three teams in the division stay hot, Canes with a 
six-game win streak, Lightning won eight out of 10. 

By Zeke Lukow  

1. Tampa Bay Lightning: .792 P% (18-4-2) 38 Points 

After three straight tough games against the Chicago 
Blackhawks, the Lighting are happy to have two against the 
Detroit Red Wings. Their final game against Chicago saw the 
Lightning go down by three goals and score six straight goals 
to win 6-3. The Lightning struggled against the Blackhawks 
with Erik Cernak and Jan Rutta missing games with injuries. 
John Cooper was very excited to have his defensemen back 
in the lineup last night.  

Cernak recorded two points, including the game-tying goal in 
the third period. He also assisted on Tyler Johnson’s goal in 
the first period. Again, the Lightning found themselves down 
against an inferior team, but like they have done all season 
they came back to win. It is good to see the Hurricanes 
matching this kind of play where good teams just find ways 
to win. The Lighting now move to 8-1-1 in their last 10 games 
with an absolute bonkers +36 goal differential. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes: .740 P% (18-6-1) 37 Points 

The news of Teuvo Teravainen’s concussion symptoms 
creeping back up is very unfortunate. He has not skated with 
the main group this week and has yet to return to action after 
he played last Thursday against Detroit. The frustrating thing 
is that there is no timetable for something like this every 
person and concussion are different, and the team will just 
need to root for him to feel better each day so he can return 
soon.  

In his absence, Rod Brind’Amour has decided to anchor 
Sebastian Aho with both Brock McGinn and Warren Foegele. 
This is like the full Sidney Crosby method of line 
construction. For years he has played with bums and made 
them huge contracts while Evgeni Malkin plays with a strong 
line. If that line is still able to produce, it’s a matchup 
catastrophe for other teams who also have to plan against 
the Vincent Trocheck line and the Andrei Svechnikov line. So 
far, they have produced a goal and Aho is still thriving on 
special teams; he scored one on the penalty kill with Jordan 
Martinook on Sunday and a power-play goal last night.  

Alex Nedeljkovic is really forcing the Hurricanes’ hands. He 
has a .926 sv% this season. That is the fourth-best in goalies 
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that have played at least eight games. He also brings a 
unique element to his game with his ability to play the puck 
and create breakouts single-handedly. I like James Reimer 
and he has played better than what most acknowledge, but 
you cannot sit Nedeljkovic after his most recent stint with the 
Canes.  

3. Florida Panthers: .720 P% (16-5-4) 36 Points 

The Florida Panthers are down on the season matchup 7-4 
in standings points to the Carolina Hurricanes at the halfway 
point of the season series. The regulation loss last week was 
the first time that the two teams didn’t have a three-point 
matchup. While the overtime games are good to help 
separate the two teams from the rest of the division, you can 
tell these teams know the importance of these matchups. 
The two Florida teams and Carolina are all vying for the top 
three seeds. The winner of these three gets the ultimate 
prize and gets to avoid the other two teams in this group 
while the third-place team has to start the round on the road.  

At the start of the season, I would not have picked the 
Florida Panthers as the main rival for the Carolina 
Hurricanes, but here we are. The Nashville Predators, who 
were the favorites for this before the season, have been 
terrible so naturally, the Panthers have emerged. This last 
game was incredible to watch, as we saw James Reimer at 
the red line waiting to jump into a scrum and Chris Driedger 
jumping over the boards to be the seventh man on the ice 
and somehow avoid a penalty. These intense games have 
been awesome, and the four remaining are certainly circled 
on my calendar … Circling something on your calendar 
meant that you were looking forward to it on a paper 
calendar for everyone who doesn’t understand that… 

4. Chicago Blackhawks: .574 P% (13-9-5) 36 Points 

Chicago Blackhawks forward Kirby Dach returned to practice 
on Monday, but Jeremy Colliton still believes he has a way to 
go before returning. Dach is recovering from wrist surgery 
after breaking his wrist at the World Juniors in December. 
Dach is hoping that he can continue the success he had at 
the end of his rookie season where he had eight goals and 
15 assists in 64 games played. This is still good news to see 
any advancement on the injury front. 

Last week, long-time Blackhawks defenseman Brent 
Seabrook announced his retirement from the NHL after 15 
seasons in Chicago. He played the third-most games in 
franchise history with 1,114 games played and three Stanley 
Cups. While he has not officially retired, he ended his playing 
career and the Chicago Blackhawks will now be able to place 
him on LTIR and his $6.875 million will not count against the 
cap limit for the Hawks. His contract runs through the 2023-
2024 season and will not need to be protected in the 
expansion draft. 

5. Dallas Stars: .500 P% (8-8-5) 21 Points 

The Dallas Stars have now played nine games since 
returning to play from the winter storm postponements. They 
had played just 13 before the winter storm halted their 
season. Since returning they have just a 2-5-1 record. The 
good news for their fans is that they do now have a three-
game point streak that has seen them score at least three 
goals in each of those games. This is a huge turnaround 

from their previous six games that saw them reach that total 
just once. 

The Stars got John Klingberg and Roope Hintz back last 
night. Klingberg missed a game for the birth of his daughter 
and Hintz has been in and out of the lineup with an injury. 
They are still without Tyler Seguin and Alexander Radulov. 
Radulov has been a huge loss for the team. He has 11 
points in just eight games played and Seguin led the team 
last season with 50 points in 69 games. Seguin was set to 
miss four months when he had surgery in November so he 
could be back at the end of this month or in April. With a 
backloaded schedule, the Stars could end up having more 
games with Seguin back in the lineup.  

6. Columbus Blue Jackets: .463 P% (10-12-5) 25 Points 

The Columbus Blue Jackets have activated goaltender Elvis 
Merzlikins from IR. He has not played since Feb. 20 when he 
injured his shoulder against the Nashville Predators. Since 
then, Joonas Korpisalo has started seven-straight games 
including a back-to-back set against the Predators to end 
February. In that time, Columbus went 3-3-1 and Korpisalo 
registered a .917 sv%.  

Patrick Laine has struggled offensively as of late. The Finn 
had three goals in his first three games with the Blue Jackets 
but has registered just three goals in his last 14 games and 
no points in his last seven. His struggles are a microcosm of 
the Blue Jackets' issues. Offensively, in the last two weeks, 
they rank 30th with 1.5 goals per game, and Laine’s struggles 
are a big reason why. They also have a 5.6% success rate 
on the power play so they can’t get the offense going with a 
man advantage. They now move to a 9-10-3 record since the 
Laine trade was made. 

7. Nashville Predators: .442 P% (11-14-1) 23 Points 

The Nashville Predators announced that captain Roman Josi 
is week-to-week with an upper-body injury. He is the second 
player in two days to be added to the list. Nashville also 
announced they will be without Matt Duchene for three to five 
weeks with a lower-body injury. Josi and Duchene are the 
fourth and fifth players in the last week that have been added 
to the IR for the Predators. They join Ryan Ellis, Luke Kunin 
and Juuse Saros, who have all gotten hurt since the 
Predators played the Canes last Tuesday.  

After the Predators' loss last night their playoff odds move 
down to 17.6% according to Money Puck, which is the eighth 
lowest odds in the league. At this point, the Predators’ 
season couldn’t be more off the rails after finishing sixth last 
year and getting bounced in the qualifying round by the 
Coyotes. The Predators added skill to get back to where they 
were but instead are 24th in the league. 

8. Detroit Red Wings: .333 P% (7-16-4) 18 Points 

The Detroit Red Wings finished in last place by 23 points but 
still fell to fourth in the draft lottery. Between that result and 
the Edmonton Oilers winning so many lotteries in such a 
small timeframe, there are discussions about the NHL 
changing the draft lottery system. During the Board of 
Governors meeting that happened earlier this week, three 
rule changes were proposed. One of the major changes 
would be that only the top two picks would be determined in 
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the draft, which would prevent a team like the Red Wings 
from falling all the way to four again.  

One other proposed change came from last year’s draft with 
the New York Rangers winning to move up to second in the 
2019 draft and first in the 2020 draft. This would then prevent 

them from being able to move up again during this year’s 
draft. So the changes both increase the Red Wings’ chances 
to win a first overall pick they desperately deserve and 
minimize the chances for the NHL to make sure the largest 
media market in the league doesn’t randomly win another 
lottery.

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249831013.html 

https://theathletic.com/2435901/2021/03/10/hurricanes-culture-dougie-hamiltons-contract-goaltending-conundrum-bag-of-jerks-part-i/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-nashville-predators-carolina-hurricanes/c-322358892 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-march-11/c-322351108 
https://apnews.com/article/eeli-tolvanen-north-carolina-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-nashville-25ca57d6a63f44fc9b72c0a654d4bb0c 

https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-dante-fabbro-nashville-predators-brock-mcginn-5544bb0421d9d72a21744703e868cc68 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/10/22323371/he-said-it-brindamour-officiating-thoughts-carolina-hurricanes-mcginn-teravainen-mrazek 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/10/22322668/carolina-hurricanes-central-division-weekly-roundup-the-rich-get-richer 
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Predators’ Fabbro suspended 2 games for elbowing Canes’ McGinn in 
head 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MARCH 10, 2021 01:02 PM  

 

Nashville Predators defenseman Dante Fabbro has been suspended two 
games by the NHL for his elbow to the head of Brock McGinn of the 
Carolina Hurricanes, the league’s Department of Player Safety 
announced Wednesday. 

In a game Carolina won 3-2 in overtime at PNC Arena, Fabbro left his 
feet and struck McGinn on Tuesday with 6:16 left in the second period. 
Fabbro was called for a two-minute minor penalty for elbowing while 
McGinn was taken to the locker room for medical evaluation. 

The league, in announcing the suspension, said as McGinn was making 
a play on the puck, “Fabbro raises his arm, extends his elbow and drives 
it with force into McGinn’s head.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Wednesday that he was not sure 
why a five-minute major penalty was not called on Fabbro. 

“I can’t comment on this stuff because I honestly don’t understand what 
the rules are,” Brind’Amour said on a media call. “It’s that simple because 
if that isn’t one I don’t know what is. That’s the way I look at it. It’s a clear 
elbow to the head, as far as I can see. So I would assume that would be 
a major penalty.” 

The Canes trailed 2-0 when the hit occurred along the boards. Jordan 
Staal then scored on the power play and Carolina scored another power-
play goal later in the period to tie the score 2-2. 

Staal later said it was a “tough hit” on McGinn and that the power-play 
score turned the game’s momentum. McGinn returned to the game and 
Brind’Amour said Wednesday that McGinn “seems OK.” 

The Hurricanes and Predators play again Thursday at PNC Arena. 

The NHL noted that Fabbro did not have a prior history of disciplinary 
sanctions from the league and has not been suspended or fined in the 
past. 

Referees are allowed to review major or match penalties called on the ice 
to either confirm or change their call and reduce to a lesser penalty. 
Brind’Amour has long been a proponent off having an official sitting in a 
booth off the ice to quickly assess potential penalties. 

“As I’ve said before, it’s too hard to referee our sport live,” Brind’Amour 
said. “You’ve got to give these guys some help. Putting more guys on the 
ice to watch it live doesn’t help. There’s no way you can tell live if 
anything is a penalty or not. It happens too fast. 
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“These guys are great at doing it and figuring it out most of the time but if 
they had a quick second or someone in their ear to say ‘Was that what I 
saw?’ we’d have these things corrected at least way more than what we 
are now, in my opinion. They need a little help.” 

INJURY UPDATE 

It doesn’t sound as if injured goalie Petr Mrazek and forward Teuvo 
Teravainen will be back in the lineup soon. 

Mrazek had surgery for a dislocated thumb and has missed the past 20 
games. Brind’Amour mentioned Wednesday that Mrazek had pins 
removed from the thumb and said, “We’re on track but we were hoping it 
would be a little quicker. We were hoping to see him a couple of weeks 
ago and it didn’t happen.” 

Teravainen suffered a concussion in the Feb. 19 game against Chicago. 
He came back to play March 4 against Detroit but has been out the past 
two games, although he has done some skating this week. 

“He doesn’t feel ready or anything, so I would say that’s still a ways 
away, unfortunately,” Brind’Amour said. 
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Hurricanes’ culture, Dougie Hamilton’s contract, goaltending conundrum: 
Bag of Jerks, Part I 

 

By Sara Civian  

Mar 10, 2021   

 

When they say “This is March,” they’re obviously talking about the lead 
up to the 2020-21 NHL trade deadline, right? 

Right. 

I’m excited to announce that we will have two Bags of Jerks to discuss 
the Carolina Hurricanes, who are very, very good if you haven’t got the 
memo. (Looking at you, Canada.) 

The Canes are one point behind the Lightning for the Central Division 
lead — off to essentially their best start in franchise history. They’ve got 
an 18-6-1 record, their first six-game win streak in 11 years and even a 
functional power play. 

Read all about it. 

Questions edited for style and clarity. 

At what contract value do you think we tell Dougie to look elsewhere? We 
have done a good job of not having any anchors and have had several 
players (TT, Slavin, Pesce) take discounts to stay here. — Matthew N. 

I don’t think you were insinuating this, but I’ve seen a few other questions 
doing so, so I’ll start by saying I think some people are exaggerating his 
“issues” this season. He’s had awful luck with the whole puck actually 
making it to the back of the net thing, and at times has looked sort of 
slow. But speed was never his strong suit and I’ll give him a period of 
grace with that after returning from his leg injury and having to go several 
games without Jaccob Slavin — then several games with a Jaccob 
Slavin trying to get back into the swing of things after COVID-19. 

The thing is, Hamilton has found ways to adjust and make himself useful 
under — I’m sorry — “unprecedented” circumstances. He’s in a tie for 
fourth among all defensemen in assists with 17, and he and Victor 
Hedman are the only ones outside of the high-scoring North Division in 
the top six. To put things in perspective, he’s on pace for 39 points in this 

56-game season. He had 40 in his career-high-pace-before-injury in 47 
games last season and he had 39 in 82 games in 2018-19. The obvious 
reason Hamilton isn’t eclipsing last season’s pace is the lack of goal 
scoring, but that isn’t going to last forever. Maybe he puts it all together 
and reaches new heights for the playoffs, who knows? 

Regardless, he’s contributing to the team in a new way — and it’s not like 
the team has needed help with goal scoring. I thought he had an 
interesting quote before Tuesday’s game about how playing the same 
opponents over and over factors into power-play performance. 

“You gotta adjust to what they’re doing too, then they have to adjust to us 
and we have to adjust to that,” he said. “They’re watching video, and 
we’re trying to find openings every game. Even after every power play, 
we’re trying to find different plays. We’re always talking to each other to 
try and see what’s opening.” 

In that way, it makes sense depth scoring has been crucial for the Canes 
this year, and Hamilton has had to find a new column on the scoresheet. 

All that said, the Canes have arguably the best contract-to-value ratio in 
the league, but at some point they’re going to have to pay the stars. 
They’ve said they’re fully prepared to do so with Andrei Svechnikov and 
to a lesser degree Hamilton, but talks with Hamilton have stalled after a 
“tangible gap in each position,” according to Pierre LeBrun. 

“I suspect Hamilton’s camp would have wanted to start their position 
closer to Pietrangelo ($8.8 million AAV) and work from that area ($8 
million-plus),” LeBrun wrote. “I suspect the Hurricanes look at Krug’s 
contract in St. Louis and want to work from there, ($6.5 million salary 
ballpark). Can both sides find the middle ground? I’m betting on yes, but 
there’s no guarantee of that.” 

No one appreciates Krug’s ability to quarterback a power play more than 
I do (seriously, search my Twitter handle and “Torey Krug”), but Hamilton 
has played a much larger role for the Canes via goal scoring than Krug 
had for the Bruins before he signed that contract with St. Louis. That’s 
sort of why the Bruins didn’t sign him to something like that. Hamilton and 
Krug do have very comparable numbers, though, and Hamilton’s recent 
scoring drought bridges that gap. 

To me, Hamilton seemed to be on track to making Pietrangelo money if 
he could keep up his goal-scoring tear. As it stands, I feel like he 
deserves somewhere in the middle of the two contracts. It could always 
change, though, and I don’t expect the deal to get done until after the 
season. 

Of course, this will warrant an article of its own when the time is right. 

You’ve spent time around elite teams like the Penguins and the Bruins. 
How does this current configuration of the Carolina Hurricanes match up 
to them for talent/culture/management? (tl;dr: Are we there yet?) — 
Carolyn C. 

This is such an interesting question I’ve given a lot of thought to over the 
past few years. In some ways, I think every market and culture is 
different. The Canes are never going to be the “Big, Bad Bruins” (lol), for 
example, but they don’t have to be. That they’ve forged an identity at all 
is my litmus test for that category, you know? 

I think most of this starts with solid management or at least management 
that doesn’t suck. It’s no coincidence the reputation of the Hurricanes has 
changed so much in so little time. 

And finally, talent will be the final piece for the Canes to truly stack up 
against the elite. I think they’re almost there. Give them one more year 
under the belts of Svechnikov and Martin Necas and more trust in the 
goaltending — whether that’s Petr Mrazek coming back and continuing to 
tear it up or a different direction. I’m hesitant to even say that because 
the talent is undeniable as it is, but if you’re asking me to compare them 
to a truly elite back-to-back Cup-winning team with the likes of Sidney 
Crosby and a former (sorry, Pens fans) elite goaltending tandem, and the 
best line in hockey for half a decade and their elite goaltender … 
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I think you’re wondering about sustainability, and yeah, that’s what it 
takes. 

Brace yourself for the ~goaltending questions~ 

First of all, Brind’Amour gave us an update on Mrazek before practice 
Wednesday. 

“We originally thought it wasn’t going to be as long as it’s taking, now he 
had to get some stuff done or (pins out?), I don’t really know the whole 
story,” he said. “We’re on track, it’s just we were hoping that it would 
have been a little quicker. I don’t really have an update other than we 
were hoping to see him a couple weeks ago and it didn’t happen.” 

Moving along … 

Sure I won’t be the only one asking this, but who do you think should be 
Petr’s backup once he’s back? — Christopher L. 

Do you think the Canes risk Reimer going on the taxi squad for a short 
spell or would his exposure on waivers be too great a risk? I’m thinking of 
the cap savings and chance to make sure he gets some rest in this 
cluttered season wouldn’t be a bad thing, especially since Ned has 
shown he’s game. — Al H. 

Ah, the questions of the hour. These two go hand-in-hand. 

Alex Nedeljkovic has won three straight and has a 5-2-1 record with a 
2.21 goals-against average and a .926 save percentage. James Reimer 
is 11-3-0 with a 2.83 goals-against average and a .903 save percentage. 
But obviously, none of this is that simple. 

Putting Reimer on waivers is a huge risk considering his cheap contract 
and above-average competency as a proven backup goalie. If the Canes 
opt for keeping Nedeljkovic in the immediate rotation to, I don’t know, 
make a statement to him, they’d have to do so almost knowing Reimer is 
a goner. Meanwhile, they can keep calling Nedeljkovic up from the taxi 
squad without waivers since he already cleared. The reward here 
wouldn’t be worth the risk when NHL teams can carry three goalies 
anyway, Reimer and Nedeljkovic are too close of a call for there to be a 
decisive winner, the trade deadline is coming up and there doesn’t need 
to be a permanent decision made. What I mean by that is the Canes 
could start by keeping Reimer as the official backup then adjust 
accordingly if it doesn’t work. 

My guess? They won’t be too hard-and-fast about it, and they’ll make the 
position a fluid rotation. But if I had to pick one to start things out, I’d give 
Nedeljkovic a chance to build on the confidence and positive experience 
he’s clearly gaining each game. 

When they get a two goal or more lead early it seems they always give 
up a few to make it a tight game. Then they dig in (TM Tripp Tracy) and 
get the win. Can they play like that the whole season and into the 
playoffs and be successful? It is stressful on the fans so it must be worse 
for RB’A. — Ralph B. 

Brind’Amour? Stressed? Never. 

This is a fair question, and no I don’t think you can play like this forever. 
But they identified their most glaring issue — not starting on time — and 
fixed it. I’d take a strong start, a third-period battle and a win over the 
alternative. I also think there’s so much more strategy necessary this 
season — I’m just speculating, but imagine how hard it is knowing you 
have a game less than 24 hours than the game you’re currently playing, 
then a game less than 48 hours after that one? 

Brind’Amour keeps saying the mental grind is the hardest. 

If I’m playing in the NHL right now, I’m trying as hard as I can to give it 
100 percent with fresh(est) legs, then not risking physical and/or mental 
exhaustion (or even injury, which is a proven increased risk this season), 
if I’m already winning by the third period. I’ve honestly been thinking 
about this a lot lately, and how what might appear lazy to us is actually 
part of a strategy to make it to the playoffs relatively sane and relatively 
healthy. 

I’m going to give the maybe hot take of yes they can continue doing this 
for the whole season, but everyone knows the playoffs are a different 
animal. 

You had mentioned previously that Necas couldn’t be called Marty 
because Martinook had already claimed it. What is his substitute 
nickname? — Craig T. 

How did you miss the big news?! 

I don’t know who else needs to hear this, but: While it seems like the 
Canes can mostly get away with calling him Marty, they also call him 
“Nee Chee” and — best of all — the Czech word for “junior” because 
Jordan Martinook is Marty Senior. 

Seems like there has always been talk of Jake Bean possibly going to 
Seattle in the expansion draft. With his recent play do you believe the 
Hurricanes will protect him? — Marty L 

It’s sort of a Catch-22, isn’t it? Collect enough good players on good (or 
young) contracts, and suddenly the expansion draft becomes particularly 
dreadful. But keep a roster of mediocre players and you aren’t losing 
anything too devastating. As the great philosopher (has Tripp Tracy 
referred to him as a huge Caniac yet?) The Notorious B.I.G. once said, 
“Mo Money Mo Problems.” 

The thing about Bean’s recent play is he was always going to come into 
the NHL and do that if he got a shot — the Canes just weren’t giving him 
a shot (for a valid reason — I don’t have to type the phrase “stacked blue 
line” for the 1,000th time). I don’t know if the Canes expected this 
seamlessness, but they had to know based on his skating alone if they 
let him play he’d figure it out. 

I still think it’s way too soon to say with any certainty — especially with 
Hamilton still unsigned. His signing or lack thereof will change everything, 
especially for Bean. 

“Letterkenny” or “Trailer Park Boys”? — Keith M. 

Forecheck, backcheck, paycheck. 

Would Brady Skjei benefit from sitting a couple games? — Connor T. 

I’m gonna be honest, guys. I’ve seen the Skjei criticisms all over Twitter 
and I don’t really understand it. Are we just startled by the lack of things 
to complain about with this team? 

He’s not having the best season I’ve ever witnessed in my entire life, but 
he’s been fine. A couple missteps like that failed attempt to clear that 
almost led to a Jonathan Huberdeau goal, but those mistakes will 
happen. I thought he had a really strong game in terms of physicality 
against Nashville Tuesday. 

I also get that it’s frustrating that there’s always going to be a decent 
defenseman sitting on this Canes team, but it can also be used as a 
behind-the-scenes strategy none of us will ever know about. If I’m a 
coach with an excess of solid defensemen during a season with the most 
brutal schedule of all time, I’m asking them to be honest with me. 

“Does anyone need a break?” 

“Is anyone a little banged up?” 

“Does X player play best against X team and there’s a 27-game series 
looming?” 

I think all these things factor into the who sits and who plays decisions 
more than ever. 

So, would he benefit from sitting a couple games? I don’t think anyone 
knows that except him and the Hurricanes coaching staff under these 
circumstances, and they’ve apparently decided he wouldn’t right now. 

 

— MICHAEL SMITH (@MSMITHCANES) MARCH 9, 2021 
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Nashville Predators and the NHL Central Division: Winners and losers 
from Week 8 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

Injuries continued to pile up for the Nashville Predators, which isn't likely 
to help their cause during a franchise-long eight-game, 15-day road trip 
that includes stops in Dallas (twice), Carolina, Florida and Tampa Bay. 

Roman Josi is week-to-week with an upper-body injury he presumably 
suffered during Sunday's shootout victory against the Stars, when he 
scored the deciding goal. 

Here's a look at the winners and losers from the Central Division in Week 
8, which looks a lot like last week's list: 

Winners 

Patrick Kane 

Round numbers have been a thing for the Chicago Blackhawks forward. 
He scored his 400th goal Feb. 28 and appeared in his 1,000th regular 
season game Tuesday. 

Big numbers are nothing new to the man who has won three Stanley 
Cups, a Hart Trophy and a Conn Smyth Trophy. 

He's in the discussion for another MVP. Speaking of round numbers, 
Alex DeBrincat also scored his 100th career goal, one of a few round-
number milestones in the division. 

Filip Forsberg 

One of the few bright spots for the Nashville Predators this season, the 
forward kept his point-per-game pace and had seven points (one goal, 
six assists) in four games from March 9 through Monday, tied for second 
in the division during that span. He led the Predators with 10 goals and 
16 assists going into Tuesday's game. 

General manager David Poile recently told 102.5-FM he isn't all that 
interested in trading the 26-year-old should the Predators become sellers 
leading up to the April 12 deadline. 

[The case for and against the Nashville Predators trading Filip Forsberg ] 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 

The puck stops with the Tampa Bay Lightning goalie, who was 3-0 with a 
.944 save percentage and 1.62 goal-against average from March 2 to 
Monday. He added a shutout for good measure and stopped 85 of the 90 
shots he faced to help keep the Lightning (17-4-2 going into Tuesday's 
games) atop the division. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

There's been no stopping the Hurricanes, who were on a five-game 
winning streak going into Tuesday's game against the Predators. 

Goalie James Reimer was 2-0 with a .934 goals-against average. 

Aaron Ekblad 

The Florida Panthers defenseman had three goals (two on the power 
play) and three assists while averaging 24:48 of ice time in three games. 
He also shot a whopping 30% to help keep the Panthers near the top of 
the standings. 

Losers 

Detroit Red Wings 

They aren't supposed to be good. And they're not. 

The last-place Wings had lost three in a row going into Tuesday, the third 
time this season they've had at least that long a losing streak. Only five 
more to go to match the eight-gamer they had near the beginning of the 
season. 

The second-worst team in the league is still second-to-last on the power 
play and second-to-last on the penalty kill, just barely worse than the 
Predators in the latter category. 

Dallas Stars 

Seems like the falling Stars should make a wish soon. A Stanley Cup 
finalist last season, the Stars were 1-2-1 during the last week and sinking 
in the Central Division standings. 

They have games in hand, but the playoffs seem to be a stretch right 
now. 

Nashville Predators 

And another one bites the dust. Roman Josi became the latest Predator 
to land on the shelf. The team said Tuesday he is week-to-week with an 
upper-body injury. The news came two days after he scored the winning 
goal in a shootout against the Dallas Stars. 

Josi joins defenseman Ryan Ellis, forwards Matt Duchene and Luke 
Kunin and goalie Juuse Saros on the sideline with the team's most 
important stretch of the season ahead. 

That stretch began Tuesday and includes two games each against the 
Carolina Hurricanes, Tampa Bay Lightning and Florida Panthers and one 
more against the Stars.  

They were a combined 1-11 against the first three in that group. 
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Predators trade tiers: Mattias Ekholm, Filip Forsberg top the list of assets 

 

By Adam Vingan Mar 10, 2021  

 

For the past several years, the Predators have been eager buyers at the 
NHL trade deadline. 

That will not be the case this season. The Predators’ path to the playoffs 
is effectively closed, so it is time for them to start selling. 

The good news is that they have a lot to offer to contending teams 
looking to make a splash or add depth. 

The one true untouchable 

Roman Josi 

Contract: $9.059 million cap hit through 2028 (NMC) 

The captain has a full no-movement clause. To paraphrase P. Diddy on 
2001’s “Bad Boy for Life,” he ain’t goin’ nowhere. 

The semi-untouchables 

Ryan Ellis 

Contract: $6.25 million cap hit through 2027  

Elliotte Friedman reported last month that Ellis was among the small 
group of “untouchables” on the Predators’ roster. Even if the Predators 
wanted to trade the well-respected Ellis, his recent upper-body injury, 
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which will sideline him for 4-6 weeks, and lengthy contract would 
complicate things. 

Filip Forsberg 

Contract: $6 million cap hit through 2022 

Where would the Predators be without Forsberg and his team-leading 27 
points? (That is a rhetorical question; we know where they would be.) 

This is a polarizing topic. Forsberg is the Predators’ best player and 
someone who could lead a rebuilding team back to contention. But his 
trade value might never be higher. 

Predators general manager David Poile attempted to throw cold water on 
the Forsberg rumors Tuesday.  

“I really don’t think that Filip Forsberg is going to be a guy that we have 
any interest in trading at this time,” he told 102.5 FM. 

Regardless, there is no harm in listening to offers, especially if another 
team is willing to pay a premium in future assets. 

Pekka Rinne 

Contract: $5 million cap hit through 2021 (M-NTC) 

Rinne, 38, would prefer to finish his long career with the franchise that 
drafted him in the eighth round in 2004. The feeling is believed to be 
mutual. Rinne’s modified no-trade clause allowed him to submit a list 
before the season of 10 teams he would go to in a trade, but that is 
unlikely to matter. 

The albatrosses 

Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen 

Contracts: $8 million cap hits through 2025 (Johansen) and 2026 
(Duchene) 

The Predators’ highest-paid forwards have been disappointing this 
season (and last season, too). Duchene, who is on injured reserve for the 
next 3-5 weeks, has eight points in 23 games. Johansen has three points 
at five-on-five in 18 games. 

This summer’s Seattle expansion draft might be the Predators’ best 
chance at dumping one of their overpaid centers. The Kraken would have 
all the leverage in those talks. 

The top-of-the-line asset 

Mattias Ekholm 

Contract: $3.75 million cap hit through 2022 

Ekholm is No. 1 on The Athletic’s NHL Trade Deadline Big Board for a 
reason. What team would not want a big, well-rounded defenseman with 
another year on his cap-friendly contract? 

In an interview with The Athletic earlier this week, Ekholm said he would 
not be “totally blindsided” if he were traded. 

If a bidding war breaks out over Ekholm, then the Predators would be 
wise to take advantage. At a bare minimum, they should be asking for a 
first-round pick and a quality prospect in return for Ekholm, which is 
similar to the package that the Los Angeles Kings received for Jake 
Muzzin two years ago. 

The intriguing assets 

Viktor Arvidsson 

Contract: $4.25 million cap hit through 2024 

When Arvidsson entered the NHL in 2015, he made a name for himself 
as a hockey-playing Sonic the Hedgehog, ricocheting around the rink at 
high speed and taking a beating in pursuit of goals. 

It is natural to wonder, though, if the wear and tear of Arvidsson’s playing 
style is catching up to him. Once one of the league’s most prolific scorers 
off the rush, Arvidsson has been nowhere near as effective in that regard 
over the past two years, according to Sportlogiq. 

Viktor Arvidsson off the rush at 5v5 

2016-17 (80) 

6 

52 

2017-18 (78) 

6 

50 

2018-19 (58) 

10 

53 

2019-20 (57) 

1 

18 

2020-21 (26) 

0 

19 

Although Arvidsson has been struggling, he still has value as a proven 
(and affordable) scorer who netted 94 goals between 2016-2018. 

Dante Fabbro 

Contract: $925,000 cap hit through 2021 

The Predators have high hopes for the 22-year-old Fabbro, whom they 
thrusted into a top-four role following the departure of P.K. Subban in 
2019. It has been a work in progress. Fabbro has looked overmatched at 
times, but growing pains are part of the process. 

Fabbro, a pending restricted free agent, is unlikely to be traded, but like 
Forsberg, it does not hurt to get a sense of how he is valued around the 
league. 

Veterans on expiring contracts 

Erik Haula 

Contract: $1.75 million cap hit through 2021 

Haula, once a 29-goal scorer, was a low-risk signing who has not worked 
out for the Predators. There was a lot of interest in Haula when he was a 
free agent, so there might a team that would take a flier on him. 

Mikael Granlund 

Contract: $3.75 million cap hit through 2021 

After holding onto Granlund at the deadline last season, which was 
probably a mistake in hindsight, the Predators have an opportunity at a 
do-over.  

Granlund, who has 26 points in 51 games since the Predators hired 
coach John Hynes last year, could net a couple of draft picks. The 
Toronto Maple Leafs are believed to be interested. Would the Calgary 
Flames, who are seeking a top-six winger, make a bid? 

Brad Richardson 

Contract: $1 million cap hit through 2021 
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On Tuesday, the injury-plagued Predators dressed six rookies against 
the Carolina Hurricanes, their most in a game in five years. Frankly, the 
36-year-old Richardson is no longer needed. 

Richardson is a prototypical fourth-line center; he kills penalties, wins 
faceoffs and blocks shots. GMs covet those qualities during playoff 
pushes. 

The Predators should flip Richardson for a late-round pick and give his 
roster spot to a young player. 

Veterans with term 

Nick Cousins 

Contract: $1.5 million cap hit through 2022 

Last season, the Montreal Canadiens traded Cousins to the Vegas 
Golden Knights for a fourth-round pick at the deadline. That is a 
reasonable price for the versatile depth forward. 

Rocco Grimaldi and Calle Jarnkrok 

Contracts: $2 million cap hits through 2022 

Teams looking to add speed to their bottom six without breaking the bank 
could do worse than Grimaldi. Jarnkrok is a Swedish army knife who can 
play on any line and both special-teams units. He is having a solid 
season with six goals and eight points in 20 games. 

Colton Sissons 

Contract: $2,857,143 cap hit through 2026 

Sissons, who had a career-high 15 goals and 30 points two seasons ago, 
is the rare depth player signed to a long-term contract. The five 
remaining years on his deal could be a sticking point for interested 
teams. 
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How Detroit Red Wings found something to build on against defending 
champions 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

The Detroit Red Wings have something to build on — and something 
they don’t want to hear in their building again. 

For a team that has struggled as much as the Wings have, pushing the 
defending Stanley Cup champions to overtime was a step forward. They 
meet again Thursday at Little Caesars Arena, with the Wings hoping to 
snap a four-game skid. 

They lost, 4-3, to the Tampa Bay Lightning on Tuesday, but considering 
the lopsided losses of the previous three games, it was an improvement. 

“We had some jump,” captain Dylan Larkin said. “It felt like one of the 
better games we’ve played. We had jump, we played together. We 
battled. We play like that for a while, we are going to get some results, 
which is what we are looking for.” 

Larkin gave the Wings a 3-2 lead during the second period, one of their 
best periods of the season. The game was a reinforcement of why a net-
front presence is vital: Adam Erne scored when he got the puck at the 
crease, and Patrik Nemeth scored because Filip Zadina screened Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. 

“The Zadina screen was a big one and that’s what you need,” coach Jeff 
Blashill said. “You have to make it hard on the other goalie. You have to 

be in front of his eyes as much as possible. Even the best goalie in the 
world, if you can’t see the puck, you can’t stop it, and that’s what 
happened on that goal. I think we’ve done a fairly good job of getting to 
the cage. We have to keep working on getting pucks through, and we 
have to make sure we have some depth to our attack at the net, that we 
don’t just have three guys standing right on the cage.” 

It was the Wings’ first game at Little Caesars Arena since Feb. 25. 
Having 750 fans in the building for the first time energized, but the horn 
that malfunctioned throughout the first period was aggravating. 

“I’ve never seen anything like it,” Blashill said. “The refs made the 
decision to play through the horn, which probably was a good decision, 
otherwise we would have been stopping every 30 seconds. But it was 
totally crazy.” 

Larkin echoed the confusion. 

“I don’t know what was going on there,” he said. “You take a split second 
to think about it and then realize you have to keep playing. It was 
something I’d never seen in a hockey game.” 

RED WINGS GRADES: A few disappointments, but not as many as 
you'd think 

It was Larkin’s first game after missing four because of an upper-body 
injury. He skated well, controlled the puck, and had a nice chance in 
overtime. But with an eye toward the next game, it was an earlier period 
Larkin hopes the Wings can replicate. 

“Our second period was really good,” he said. “We played on our toes. 
Even our start to the game, we were hard to play against. We played the 
right way. We created shots and pressure. I think we can’t go through a 
whole period there in the third where we just sit back and let a team like 
that come in waves and defend our way into two points. 

“It’s important to defend the right way, but we have to have some shifts 
where we are creating in the o-zone to keep them hemmed in and keep 
their big players in the defensive zone and keep the puck out of their 
hands. I would like to see more of that Thursday night.” 
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Adam Erne producing results on Red Wings' grind line 

 

TED KULFAN  | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — The line of Luke Glendening centering Adam Erne and Darren 
Helm doesn’t do anything flashy. 

If you want a grinding, no-frills, physical and hard-driving line, this is the 
one for you. 

“We keep it pretty simple,” said Erne on Wednesday during a Zoom 
media chat. 

That they do, but when they’ve been brought together by coach Jeff 
Blashill, the line has been effective for its lunch-bucket, hard-hat 
approach. 

“They keep it simple and get to the net, and ultimately they’ve been 
successful with it,” Blashill said. 

The line has tried to make life as uncomfortable as they can for opposing 
scoring lines. 

“A lot of nights we’re getting the other team’s top lines and we’re trying to 
make them defend as much as possible,” Erne said. “The more we get 
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pucks behind their defense and be hard on them (physically) and make 
them play defense, that’s what we’re trying to do. 

“We play real hard and real simple and then work hard. We’re all on the 
same page, and we play real well together.” 

We're offering a great deal on all-access subscriptions. Check it out here. 

Erne has been a bright spot in terms of his contributions this season, 
compared year to year. 

Arriving in a trade from Tampa in August 2019, Erne played in 56 games 
last season with only five points (two goals, three assists). 

Erne’s season was cut short by knee surgery, but he never was able to 
get on track earlier. 

Erne has already surpassed his offensive output from a season ago, with 
seven points (three goals, four assists) in only 19 games. 

Erne scored a power-play goal Tuesday against his former team, has 
three points (one goal, two assists) on the power play since Blashill put 
the burly forward on the unit. 

“It’s been good to capitalize on some chances and have some success 
on the power play,” Erne said. “We’ve been better of getting the puck in 
the zone and setting up and that was a big issue for us early in the 
season. 

“Now we’ve been able to set up and run some plays and we’ve been 
successful.” 

Tampa (and current Wings general manager Steve Yzerman, then in 
Tampa) drafted Erne in the third round of the 2013 draft. 

There was a comfort level with the Lightning organization, so when 
Yzerman acquired Erne for the Wings, it was a bit of an adjustment. 

“Tampa was all I knew in the NHL,” Erne said. “Everything they taught 
me was kind of ingrained in me. 

“This year, I definitely feel more comfortable (with the Wings), and what 
to expect.” 

Red Wings' Jefhttps://presto.gannettdigital.com/f Blashill says Adam Erne 
has earned time on power play 

Red Wings coach says the left-winger has earned power-play time and 
worked well with Luke Glendening and Darren Helm. 

Blashill has liked the way Erne has gone about earning more minutes 
and carving out a role. 

“He’s done a good job,” Blashill said. “He’s earned more and more ice 
time as we’ve gone along. He’s got on the power play as guys were out 
and he did a good job with it, so he stayed on the power play and he’s 
earned it. 

“That’s one thing I would say, he’s earned any of the opportunities he’s 
gotten, and good for Adam and good for our team.” 

Tough season 

Goaltender Thomas Greiss appeared to be on his way to a much-needed 
victory Tuesday. 

But the Lightning tied the game midway in the third period, then won it in 
overtime, again keeping Greiss out of the win column. 

It's been a frustrating and disappointing season for the free-agent 
signing, as Greiss fell to 1-11-4 on the season, with an inflated 3.41 
goals-against average and .883 save percentage. 

"It's unfortunate," Blashill said. "He played a good game against, 
obviously, a real good team, probably the best team in the league right 
now. He played a real good game. He's done a pretty good of having a 
short memory, as you have to do to be a goalie in this league. 

"He'll have to continue (to have a short memory) and when he gets an 
opportunity he has to attack it." 

ted.kulfan@detroitnews.com 

Twitter: @tkulfan 

Lightning at Red Wings  

Faceoff: 7:30 p.m., Thursday, Little Caesars Arena, Detroit 

TV/radio: FSD/97.1 

Outlook: The Red Wings (7-16-4) and Tampa (18-4-2) conclude the two-
game series...Tampa has won all three games between the teams this 
season, and have won 19 of the last 20 regular-season games against 
the Wings...Tampa ranks fourth on the power play (28.9 percent) and 
penalty kill (86.9 percent) in the NHL. 
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Red Wings’ night: A superb period, an annoying sound and more fans 

 

By Ansar Khan  

 

The Detroit Red Wings experienced a disastrous period in each of their 
previous three games that contributed to their demise. 

On Tuesday, they played one of their better periods this season, against 
perhaps the best team in the NHL. It didn’t lead to a two-point night, but it 
provided a blueprint for how they must play more often. 

“The second period was one of the better periods of hockey we’ve played 
in a while,” Dylan Larkin said following a 4-3 overtime loss to the Tampa 
Bay Lightning at Little Caesars Arena. “We were playing with pace. The 
puck went back (in their end) and we got it up quick. 

“We were hard to play against. We played the right way. We created 
shots and pressure.” 

The Red Wings outshot the Lightning 12-6 and scored two unanswered 
goals in the second. However, they sat back too much in the third, 
allowing the Lightning to it. Blake Coleman capitalized on an untimely 
change to score at 2:17 of overtime. 

“We can’t go through a whole period where we sit back and let a team 
like that come in waves and defend our way into two points,” Larkin said. 
“I think it’s important to defend the right way, but we have to have some 
shifts where we’re creating in the O-zone to keep them hemmed in, keep 
their big players in the defensive zone, keep the puck out of their hands. I 
would like to see more of that Thursday night (when the teams meet 
again).” 

Coach Jeff Blashill said it was a matter of making better decisions with 
the puck in the second period. 

“I thought we played the way we have to play and the way we have 
played lots of times this year to be successful,” Blashill said. :We had 
good drive by our middle guy and laid pucks behind them and self-
chipped it in when we needed to and made their D turn a bunch. 
Because of that we created the turnovers in their end. We played a lot 
more in their end. That’s when the tide turned.” 

Tampa Bay is 19-0-1 in its past 20 games vs. Detroit. 

Horn malfunction 

The horn kept going off in the first period. At one point, play was halted 
when the Lightning had control of the puck in the offensive zone on the 
power play. 
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Officials told the coaches it was an issue with the clock and that 
rebooting it would have taken 10 minutes. They decided to play through it 
and fix it during the intermission. 

“I don’t know what was going on there, but it was (distracting),” Larkin 
said. “You take a split-second to think about it and then realize you got to 
keep playing. It’s something I’ve never seen at a hockey game.” 

Blashill echoed that sentiment. 

“Crazy. I’ve never seen anything like that in my life,” Blashill said. “The 
refs made the decision to play through the horn, which probably was a 
good decision, otherwise we’d be stopping every 30 seconds.” 

Said Lightning coach Jon Cooper: “I thought I was at my kid’s squirt 
game. It was unbelievable. The first one that went off on what I thought 
was going to be a scoring chance on the power play.” 

More fans in stands 

Easing of attendance restrictions in arenas allowed up to 750 fans in the 
building, an increase from the maximum 250 family and friends of team 
members that were previously allowed to watch. 

“It’s great to take a step toward having more people in the building,” 
Blashill said. “If we can continue to take gradual steps to get more people 
in the building it’s a better game. Part of what makes sports special is the 
interaction with fans. The momentum that fans give is special. We’ve had 
to play in empty arenas, and if anyone says it’s the same, they’re lying. 
When fans are in the building it’s way better.” 

Said Larkin: “Fans coming back, it was great to see that, socially 
distanced and spread out. Saw a lot of kids at the game. It’s exciting that 
it’s moving in the right direction.” 

Svechnikov scratched 

With Larkin returning from an upper-body injury, Blashill opted to scratch 
Evgeny Svechnikov, who picked up four points (two goals, two assists) 
during the four-game trip. 

“Larks was going in that spot on the power play, so that’s going to 
diminish (Svechnikov’s) ice time,” Blashill said. “I like the combination of 
(Mathias) Brome with Ras (Michael Rasmussen) and Bobby (Ryan), so 
that’s the line we decided to go with. I thought Brome played his best 
game in a long time.” 
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Red Wings’ solid effort spoiled in overtime by nemesis Lightning 

 

By Ansar Khan 

 

DETROIT – The Detroit Red Wings played a solid game Tuesday against 
the defending Stanley Cup champions but emerged with only one point. 

Blake Coleman scored at 2:17 of overtime to lift the Tampa Bay Lightning 
to a 4-3 victory at Little Caesars Arena. 

Tampa Bay (18-4-2) is 19-0-1 in its past 20 against the Red Wings. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy made 20 saves to improve to 11-0-0 in his career vs. 
Detroit. 

Adam Erne, Patrik Nemeth and Dylan Larkin scored in regulation for the 
Red Wings (7-16-4), who are winless in four (0-3-1). 

Erne’s tally gave the team a power-play goal in five consecutive games 
following a 0 for 40 stretch. 

Coleman capitalized on a bad change by the Red Wings, beating 
Thomas Greiss after taking a pass from Tyler Johnson on a two-on-one 
break. Greiss, who faced 29 shots, fell to 1-11-4. 

The Red Wings scored two unanswered goals and outshot the Lightning 
12-6 in the second period, one of the best this season, to take a 3-2 lead. 

Nemeth tied it at 6:58 by hopping off the bench and blasting in a one-
timer on a pass from Sam Gagner. It was his second goal of the season. 
It came off a quick transition after Filip Zadina got in front of Cal Foote’s 
blast at the other end. 

Larkin broke the tie at 9:04 by beating Vasilevskiy far side off the rush. 
His fifth goal of the season was his first in 13 games, dating back to Jan. 
31. He had missed the previous four games with an upper-body injury. 

Erik Cernak tied it again with the lone goal of the third period, beating 
Greiss five-hole at 9:40. 

It was the start of a six-game homestand that continues on Thursday 
when these teams meet again. 

The Red Wings started strong, capitalizing on an early power play when 
Erne, after receiving pass from Zadina, flipped a shot past Vasilevskiy 
from the doorstep. It was Erne’s third goal in 19 games, one more than 
he scored in 52 games in 2019-20. 

It was his first power-play goal since the 2018-19 season when he played 
for Tampa Bay. 

The Lightning, boosted by three consecutive power plays, dominated the 
second half of the period and scored twice to lead 2-1. 

Brayden Point fired in a shot from the slot to complete a tic-tac-toe 
passing play with Victor Hedman and Ondrej Palat at 12:29 on the power 
play. 

Johnson scored at 13:04 by redirecting a shot by Coleman. 
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Rested Red Wings prepare for Lightning in start of six-game homestand 

 

By Ansar Khan 

 

A four-day break, the longest of this shortened, condensed season for 
the Detroit Red Wings, came at a good time, coach Jeff Blashill said. 

It provided two days of much-needed rest and a couple of important 
practices. 

“We had a couple days where we didn’t skate, one was completely off, 
except for (COVID) testing, and one just for a lift,” Blashill said. “I thought 
the energy coming back from those days was tremendous. Hopefully, it 
carries forward to tonight. 

“Both practices allowed us to reset ourselves a little bit, systematically 
make sure our structure is real good. We’re a team that has to play with 
great structure. I think it came at a good time, close to the midway point 
of season. Gave us a chance to get refreshed and reset.” 

They will need that energy tonight against the Tampa Bay Lightning at 
Little Caesars Arena (7:30, Fox Sports Detroit). 

Tampa Bay is 7-0-1 in its past eight and 17-4-2 this season, leading the 
NHL in points percentage (.783) and goal differential (plus-35). The 
Lightning haven’t missed one of their best players, Nikita Kucherov, who 
is sidelined for the season after offseason hip surgery. 

Tampa Bay is 18-0-1 in its past 19 games against the Red Wings. 
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Much of that success is due to goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy, who is 10-
0-0 lifetime against Detroit, with a 1.73 goals-against average and .941 
save percentage. 

Vasilevskiy (15-3-1 this season, 1.73 GAA, .939 save percentage) posted 
three consecutive shutouts from Feb. 24 to March 4. 

Blashill said Dylan Larkin is probable but a game-time decision, after 
missing four games with an upper-body injury. Troy Stecher will be miss 
eighth game in a row, but the club hopes he will be ready Thursday. 

The Red Wings (7-16-3) have lost three in a row, allowing 16 goals in the 
process. On a positive note, they have scored a power-play goal in four 
consecutive games, following a 0 for 40 stretch. 

#RedWings practice lines/D same as yesterday: 

Fabbri-Larkin-Mantha 

Ryan-Namestnikov-Zadina 

Brome-Rasmussen-Gagner 

Helm-Glendening-Erne 

Nielsen-Filppula-Svechnikov 

(Xtras) 

Bertuzzi not skating 

DeKeyser-Hronek 

Staal-Merrill 

Nemeth-Djoos 

Stecher-Biega (Xtra) 

Bernier 

Greiss 

Pickard pic.twitter.com/56X3wiBS4T 

— Ansar Khan (@AnsarKhanMLive) March 8, 2021 

Michigan Live LOADED: 03.11.2021 

1184886 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Red Wings prospect stock WATCH: Who’s up, who’s down in Detroit’s 
farm system 

 

By Max Bultman Mar 10, 2021  

 

In recent weeks, we’ve given you top-to-bottom looks at the Red Wings’ 
forward, goalie and defense pipelines. 

But as the European regular seasons wind down, the AHL ramps into full 
gear and other leagues sit somewhere in the middle, it’s also worth 
spotlighting a few of the prospects who have had particularly notable 
stretches of play recently, for better or worse. 

This “stock watch” isn’t a ranking. It won’t focus on Moritz Seider or 
Lucas Raymond, because those players’ perception as top prospects 
hasn’t changed and isn’t in danger of doing so. Instead, this is about the 
players deeper in the system (although some still toward the top) who are 
turning heads in one direction or the other lately, and what might be 
behind their play. 

Stock up 

Albert Johansson 

Johansson was already a name prospect in the Red Wings’ system 
entering the season, and he was on our late-season risers list last year, 
too. That owed in part to an excellent finish to his rookie season in the 
SHL, when the defenseman closed with five points in his final four games 
to finish with 13 in 42 overall. 

This year, he’s doing it again, with six points in his last six games, and 18 
in 39 on the season. For a U20 defenseman in the SHL, that’s impressive 
production, and it can get even more impressive depending on how he 
closes. 

Färjestad has five games left in the regular season, which means 
Johansson would need four points in that stretch to finish with 0.5 points 
per game for the season — a feat which only nine U20 blueliners playing 
more than 10 games have ever accomplished in Sweden’s top league 
(including fellow Red Wings prospect Moritz Seider, who is at 0.7 PPG 
right now). The group includes some impressive names in addition to 
Seider: Rangers prospect Nils Lundkvist, former Islander Tomas 
Jonsson, former Jet Fredrik Olausson and former Capital Calle 
Johansson. 

While Lundkvist and Seider have yet to make their NHL debuts, Jonsson, 
Olausson and Johansson all went on to turn in at least five seasons with 
40 or more points in the NHL. Meanwhile, three more of that group of 
nine also played in the NHL: Thomas Eriksson, Tim Erixon and Albert’s 
father, Roger Johansson. Only one player who hit 0.5 PPG as a U20 
player in the SHL did not reach the NHL (Håkan Nordin). 

Based on his current rate, Johansson probably won’t join that group, but 
it’s not out of the question based on his play of late and the way he 
closed last season. 

Regardless, he’s turning in some of the best production for a player his 
age in recent memory. And he combines it with an on-ice shot share 
above 52 percent. 

Here’s a visualization courtesy of Prashanth Iyer that shows how 
Johansson (and Seider) stack up to all SHL defensemen (minimum 20 
games played) since 2015 by both points per 60 minutes (at 5-on-5), and 
shot share at even strength. 

And here’s Johansson’s improvement from last season to this one. 

When I talked to Red Wings director of player development Shawn 
Horcoff recently, he said he was seeing progress from Johansson in “a 
lot of areas” and that the 2019 second-round pick was “just starting to 
scratch the surface” offensively. Certainly, that’s proven true with his 
recent burst of production. 

The Red Wings like that Johansson joins the rush well (which isn’t a 
surprise considering his skating) and have wanted him to work on his 
shot, building up a one-timer to be more of a scoring threat from the 
point. But he’s got a lot of time to do all that, as well as add strength, 
which will certainly be a key factor as he continues to develop. 

“He’s a natural competitor, he’s got good compete for his size, and he 
just needs to put on strength,” Horcoff said. “I think just physically is his 
biggest area (in) need of improvement, is he just has to put on more 
overall body strength.” 

Donovan Sebrango 

It might be a little early for this one, since Sebrango has only played 12 
games (between two leagues) since being drafted in October. 

But he also nearly made Canada’s world junior team, which is impressive 
for an 18-year-old, and he’s now in the AHL until the OHL begins play. 
When I asked Griffins coach Ben Simon about Sebrango this week, he 
noted that the rookie isn’t just getting experience being around the team, 
he’s “actually playing some decent minutes for us.” 

“He’s come in and done a really good job,” Simon said. “He’s playing with 
confidence, he’s got a great work ethic. He learns. He comes in every 
day, he wants to learn, he wants to get better. Great attitude. So he’s 
been a welcome addition.” 
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The Griffins have played most of their games on the road so far this 
season, which means their opponents have had the last change. That’s 
led Sebrango into some tougher matchups. But while sometimes the 
inexperience has shown, or rookie mistakes have popped up, Simon said 
Sebrango has “held his own” and “been pretty consistent with how he’s 
playing.” 

For a third-round pick, those are good things to be hearing this early in 
his career, especially against opponents so much bigger, stronger and 
more experienced than him. 

Sebrango has one point in seven games so far (an assist), and while an 
eventual return to the OHL will open more scoring opportunities for him, 
the time he’s getting in Grand Rapids will serve him well. 

“He’s a strong skater, he does a lot of little things I think go unnoticed, 
(but) his biggest attribute, I think, in just the 2-3 weeks that he’s been 
here has been his compete level,” Simon said. “He competes hard. He 
competes hard for loose pucks, foot races, practices, games. He has a 
really high work ethic and compete level. Sometimes that’s a skill set that 
it’s hard to develop in players, and when you inherently have it, I think 
that that bodes well for his future.” 

Scott Wheeler and I spent some time talking to Sebrango and those 
around him for a feature story last month, if you’d like to know more 
about his background. 

Stock down 

Filip Larsson 

Those who follow the Red Wings’ farm system won’t be surprised at this 
one: Larsson, who just two years ago was wrapping up a dominant 
freshman season at the University of Denver, has struggled mightily in 
the time since. 

Last season, after turning pro, he couldn’t stick in Grand Rapids and 
ended up playing more games in the ECHL than the AHL. This season 
he’s split his 16 games between the Swedish Allsvenskan and Denmark, 
but has a save percentage below .890 in both leagues. 

It’s been a mystifying two years for the 22-year-old whom Detroit took in 
the sixth round in 2016 and who then excelled in three different leagues 
for his next three seasons. There’s no obvious explanation for the 
struggles. We do know that Larsson broke his finger this year and missed 
time with that, which certainly could have contributed to a lack of rhythm. 

But factoring in last season as well, Larsson has lost ground among the 
Red Wings’ top prospects in goal. 

Detroit will maintain some hope he can return to form, of course, but this 
slump has gone on pretty long now. 

“We’re hoping (he gets) more and more comfortable as we go here,” 
Horcoff told me last month. “He’s got talent, and he’s proven it when he 
was younger that there’s a good goalie there.” 

Cross Hanas 

Admittedly, “stock down” is a harsh header for Hanas’ name to land 
under after just 16 games, especially when those games are the first 
meaningful hockey he has played since the end of the 2019-20 WHL 
season. And by no means does this write him off as a prospect — this is 
a small sample, under tough circumstances, for a kid who only recently 
turned 19. He has time to work things out. 

But it’s impossible to ignore that it’s been a tough start for Detroit’s 2020 
second-round pick so far adjusting to the USHL. After totaling 49 points 
in 60 WHL games in his draft year, Hanas has just nine in 16 playing for 
Lincoln in the USHL. He’s a minus-11 in that span, too (although playing 
on a team that’s 10-22-1-1 doesn’t help that). 

If you’re looking for the reason behind the struggles, one key culprit is 
likely switching not only teams but leagues, from the WHL to the USHL. 
Lincoln coach and GM Chris Michael pointed to the style of play and 
intensity level of the USHL’s Western Conference as early challenges 

Hanas has faced in adjusting. Hanas was in and out of the lineup early 
on, due to getting banged up and serving a one-game suspension. 
Michael also said Hanas could have a few more assists right now if 
teammates had anticipated more of his passes and been ready to finish. 
All of that contributes to the slow start. 

“Unfortunately he hasn’t found that rhythm yet,” Michael said. “And with 
guys like him, who are elite offensive talents, you need to have that 
rhythm, right? And that kind of gives you that confidence. I think that’s 
what he’s kind of fighting a little bit so far this season. But our message 
to him is: This is good for you to go through as well. How do you handle 
adversity? Because it’s going to happen again to you at some point in 
your career, and how you respond to that and how you handle it is going 
to be the difference between you being an everyday National Hockey 
Leaguer and you being a guy that’s going up and down between Detroit 
and Grand Rapids.” 

Michael is right about that: Long term, if Hanas can power through this 
experience and get his game back to its usual level, it will serve him 
better than having never gone through something like this before. 

Michael added that Hanas has been “awesome” to coach, and said there 
are two things he would like Hanas to improve on during the rest of this 
season: shooting more, keeping defenders honest (which will open up his 
playmaking) and focusing on his overall details and work level. He called 
Hanas a “competitor,” too, but he wants to see Hanas stop on pucks 
more, rather than looping back for plays. 

“He’s receptive to that, he’s extremely coachable, but he’s working on it,” 
Michael said. 

If Hanas rebounds with a strong finish to the season and carries that into 
a big summer and 2021-22 season, this 16-game stretch will look like a 
blip on the radar. But so far, it hasn’t been the post-draft start envisioned 
for Hanas when Detroit picked him. 

“I think it’s important that people realize that when you haven’t played a 
hockey game in nine and a half months, and then you can’t get into a 
rhythm in your first month, 4-5 weeks, it’s hard,” Michael said. “He was 
behind the 8-ball, and I guess I just don’t want people to panic and look 
at his stats, and say ‘Oh, what is this?’ … He is a second-round pick, all 
day every day, and he’s got a very bright future. And he should be 
wearing that logo in a few years.” 
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Posts and missed nets, Blue Jackets left shaking their heads after home 
loss to Panthers 

 

Jacob Myers 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

After a second period that was difficult to watch at times, in which the 
Blue Jackets struggled to exit their own zone and turned the puck over in 
the neutral zone too often, the tolerance level for mediocrity was near a 
tipping point for the some 4,500 fans at Nationwide Arena on Tuesday 
night.  

When Nick Foligno missed an empty net at 3:19 in the third period, 
frustration could be heard through a chorus of boos and bellowing from 
the blue seats.  

Crisp passing between Foligno and Boone Jenner set up Cam Atkinson 
who put the puck on a platter for Foligno to tap into the open net behind 
the Florida Panthers defense. Foligno’s shot missed everything and hit 
the boards behind the net.  
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"We had a lot of chances,” Atkinson said. “Just one of those nights where 
we just couldn't bury for some reason.”  

A goal from Oliver Bjorkstrand with 8:22 to play to cut the deficit to 3-2, 
and a holding penalty on Florida defenseman Aaron Ekblad with 3:01 left 
gave the Jackets an opportunity for a come-from-behind point that they 
played well enough to earn offensively.  

But like several times this season, the Jackets (10-12-5, 25 pts.) exited 
the ice from a 4-2 loss to the Panthers (16-5-4, 36 pts.) asking 
themselves again what it will take to break through this level of, well, 
mediocrity.  

Here are some takeaways.  

Bobrovksy bests Jackets  

Sergei Bobrovsky hasn’t had an easy time in Florida since leaving the 
Jackets in free agency following the 2018-19 season. He posted a 3.23 
goals-against average and .900 save percentage, both career worsts as 
a primary starter. This season, he has lost his role as the definitive No. 1 
goaltender and has split time with Chris Driedger, posting a 3.02 GAA 
and .900 save percentage entering Tuesday night.  

Against the Jackets, Bobrovsky looked like the goaltender he was many 
nights in Nationwide Arena.  

Bobrovsky made a season-high 38 saves with his best coming against 
Atkinson in the first period. On the penalty kill, Foligno had possession of 
the puck near the blue line and threw it ahead to Atkinson for a one-on-
one against Bobrovsky, who slammed Atkinson’s forehand attempt his 
left pad to keep the game at 1-0.  

Holding onto a one-goal lead after Ekblad’s penalty, Bobrovsky held 
strong when the Jackets pulled Joonas Korpisalo for a 6-on-4 advantage. 
Bobrovsky fought off two slapshots from sharpshooter Patrik Laine in the 
left faceoff circle.  

“Bob made some good saves,” Atkinson said, “but yeah, I mean there's 
obviously a lot of chances we all need to bury, myself included.”  

The Jackets have themselves to blame  

Aside from the Foligno missed shot and the Atkinson denial, which was 
really just a better play by Bobrovsky, Max Domi and Kevin Stenlund 
each had looks at open nets and either were blocked or found the post.  

Coach John Tortorella was pleased overall with the offensive game more 
than the defensive end. But as he’s looking for ways to unlock his team, it 
has to be incredibly disheartening to actually see some quality offensive 
play and not get rewarded for it.  

“I thought a lot of our guys played really well,” Tortorella said. “I thought 
we made a lot of plays, had a lot of good looks, fanned on open nets, hit 
posts on open nets, had a number of chances. Just didn't finish.”  

According to naturalstattrick.com, the Jackets created 29 scoring 
chances to the Panthers’ 28. But from the 40 shots on goal, the Jackets 
had a 2.07 expected goals value (xG), meaning most of the shots weren’t 
quality scoring chances.  

There was still enough scoring chances, especially in the third period in 
which the Jackets dominated possession and peppered Bobrovsky. 
Compared to the other night in Dallas, there was much more to take 
away from the game and bring some confidence into Thursday night.  

"We got to play like that and then find a way to win games,” Bjorkstrand 
said. “That's the right way of playing so we got to stick with that. 
Regardless if you're not winning that way, it's what you got to do."  

Korpisalo allows 'lousy goal,' makes unbelievable saves  

Korpisalo’s saves at 2:44 in the first period against Aleksander Barkov 
and at 11:10 in the second period against Gustav Forsling will likely be 
some of the best of his career and without a doubt some of the best 
across the NHL this season.  

In a horrific start to the game for the Jackets, Korpisalo bailed his team 
out with a sprawling stick save twice as he reacted quickly to cover as 
much ground as he could and cover up what he could of an open net on 
each shot.  

"That's just desperation, trying to get something in there, really quick 
plays and just threw my stick there and the puck hit it,” he said.   

Korpisalo said they weren’t significant because of the goal he allowed on 
a weak backhand to Juho Lammikko at 4:59 in the first.  

“That's just a really, really soft goal,” he said.  

Tortorella agreed.  

“Lousy goal.”  

Tortorella 'hated' second period defense 

Starting the second period on a power play for 1:50, the Jackets wasted 
a prime chance to take control of the game after playing a spirted end to 
the first period. For much of the rest of the period, the Panthers held 
control in the offensive zone consistently and jumped on a few turnovers 
that have really hurt the Jackets all season.  

“Hated the second period defensively, hated how we defended in the 
second period, hated how soft we were in the second period defensively 
... then the other end we played really well offensively,” Tortorella said. 
“We just can't defend that way in that second period. We cannot defend 
that way. A lot of good things but still a lot of things that we have to corral 
away from the puck.”  

By the coaching staff’s own measure, the Jackets allowed 10 scoring 
chances in the third period, mostly off what Tortorella said was not 
enough “commitment” in their own zone to winning battles.  

The lack of momentum throughout that period didn’t give the Jackets 
much room for error. Even on a pretty strong penalty kill, Florida forward 
Owen Tippett scored a critical goal to make it 3-1 just 1:48 before the end 
of the period.  

"Yeah, we needed the kill,” Tortorella said. “We need to finish that kill. 
Like to get another save there on their third goal. I know it would be a 
good save, but we'd like to get another save there to help us, but we 
didn't.”  

Laine switching to right wing, more offensively involved  

The Jackets need few things more than to find a way for Laine to gain 
some confidence in his game. Tuesday night, it looked like he might have 
started moving in the right direction, despite his seventh game without a 
goal.  

Tortorella played Laine at right wing to try to get the skilled forward to 
carry the puck in the offensive zone more with his forehand.  

Laine entered the game with 13 shots in his past six games. He had six 
shots in his first game on the right, though he was able to get involved 
more on the power play as well.  

"I don't know if that helped him moving over there,” Tortorella said. “He 
certainly played better. He was certainly skating with the puck, going 
north, strong on the puck.” 
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Back from shoulder injury, Elvis Merzlikins hopes for strong finish for 
Blue Jackets 

 

Bill Rabinowitz 
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The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Elvis Merzlikins stuffs a wrapround attempt by Nashville's Luca Sbisa on 
Feb. 20, before the Blue Jackets goaltender was injured after getting tied 
up with the Predators' Viktor Arvidsson. 

On Monday, Blue Jackets captain Nick Foligno described goaltender 
Elvis Merzlikins as a happy-go-lucky player. 

That’s both true and not true. To be sure, Merzlikins has a light-hearted 
personality that can mask his competitiveness. But the 26-year-old goalie 
has been neither particularly happy nor lucky this season. 

Merzlikins was activated from injured reserve on Monday after suffering a 
shoulder injury on Feb. 20 against Nashville. He was not expected to 
start Tuesday’s game against the Florida Panthers, who likely had former 
Blue Jackets goalie Sergei Bobrovsky in their net. Columbus coach John 
Tortorella elected to go with Joonas Korpisalo instead. 

Merzlikins and Korpisalo split time evenly at the start of this season. The 
thinking was that they would share the net in a compacted, 56-game 
season, provided one of them didn't emerge as a true No. 1 as the year 
progressed. That plan has gone awry. Korpisalo’s save percentage is 
only .894, unhelped by shaky play in front of him. 

Merzlikins has played in only nine games. He suffered a concussion in 
practice early in the season, then the injury against Nashville. It occurred 
when Viktor Arvidsson tried to poke a rebound past Merzlikins, who 
landed awkwardly attempting to make the save. 

“I tried to freeze the puck and he dragged me away and I just put all the 
weight on my shoulder. I just felt something here,” Merzlikins said 
Monday, pointing to his left upper arm. 

“I just felt pain, pain that I've never felt. It was something new. I was even 
more mad at myself, like it's nothing that I could control, but it was injury 
after injury. That was really the saddest part.” 

Merzlikins said team doctors diagnosed the injury as a bone bruise. The 
Blue Jackets initially characterized the injury as week-to-week, so 
Merzlikins’ return has been relatively quick. 

He posted a shutout in the game before the injury, also against Nashville, 
but he wasn’t particularly happy about his performance in that game or 
the early part of the season. 

“I've played nine games,” he said. “It's not enough. I'm not really happy 
about that, obviously, because I was hurt more than playing. 

“Why it happened, I don't know. I feel I was really unlucky because during 
the summer I really worked my (butt) off, and it shouldn't happen.” 

But as Merzlikins pointed out, there wasn’t much he could do to prevent 
the earlier concussion. 

“The head I couldn't control,” he said. “A concussion — I can't make 
stronger muscles in my head. I wish, but I can't. The frustrating part is 
that you are more in rehab than practicing and helping the team win.” 

After a shaky start last season, Merzlikins found his groove and was 
pivotal in the Jackets’ drive to the playoffs. This year, the team is in 
danger of falling out of the playoff race and needs a jolt. 

Perhaps Merzlikins can provide it again. 

“It's great to see him back out there feeling good,” Foligno said. “He’s a 
great goalie. He's a gamer.” 

Foligno said Merzlikins’ return will also ease the load off Korpisalo, which 
could help both goalies. 

“There's a reason why these guys have helped us and kind of been a 
backbone of our team — just the stability they provide every time,” 
Foligno said. “Seeing one of our goalies get healthy can help us down 
the stretch here.” 
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Blue Jackets Trade Tiers: The untouchables, the likely goners and 
everyone in between 

 

By Aaron Portzline  

Mar 10, 2021   

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Nick Foligno is a keep-the-chin-up kind of captain, 
a relentlessly positive voice in the Blue Jackets’ dressing room in times 
good and bad. Let’s just say it hasn’t been an easy season so far in 
Columbus. 

“We know what we’re up against,” Foligno said. “We know we have to go 
on a run here. That’s really what it comes down to. We have an 
opportunity these next few games to go on a run and give ourselves a 
chance at staying together and going into the post-season. 

“I’m very excited about that. I believe in this group and I believe we’re a 
playoff team.” 

With that phrase, “a chance at staying together,” Foligno likely meant that 
the Blue Jackets could become a cohesive group that all pulls in the 
same direction over the final 29 games of the regular season. 

But it also applies in the literal sense. 

The NHL trade deadline is one month from Friday, and while a month is a 
long time — the Jackets have 17 games on the docket before April 12, 
beginning Thursday vs. Florida — there really isn’t much time to waste if 
they’re going to kick it into gear. 

The Blue Jackets (10-12-5) are six points behind upstart Chicago for the 
fourth and final playoff spot in the Central Division. That’s certainly not an 
insurmountable gap, but history tells us it can be deceptively large, too. 

Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo Kekalainen is under more stress 
now than at any point during his eight seasons in the chair. The April 12 
deadline will look dramatically different depending on what the next few 
weeks holds. 

If the Blue Jackets play their way back into the race, Kekalainen could be 
a buyer. Not a big-time buyer, as in 2019, but he could add a couple of 
players and give this roster a fighting chance in what would be its fifth 
consecutive playoff berth. 

But if the Blue Jackets fade in the standings, fans should be prepared. 
Kekalainen could decide to get a jump on what is expected to be a 
tumultuous offseason. The Blue Jackets could be one of the bigger 
players, trading pending unrestricted free agents and otherwise clearing 
the decks for a summer of massive contract outlays. 

It’s a volatile time right now, which makes this a difficult exercise. First, 
we’ll take a look at how the Blue Jackets will likely proceed if they stay in 
the race. Then we’ll take a look at what could happen if they drift out of 
contention. 

Optimist’s view: They’re a playoff team …  

After watching the Blue Jackets muddle their way through the first 27 
games this season, this may be a hard sell. But remember, they were 12-
14-6 and were decimated by injuries last season when they turned 
around their season with an 18-2-3 run. 

If that happens again, you can expect Kekalainen to keep the band 
together and attempt to add some complementary pieces to buttress the 
lineup. 
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Foligno and defenseman David Savard are both set to become 
unrestricted free agents this summer, but Kekalainen would almost 
certainly hang onto them. They’re long-time foundational players, and the 
organization would gladly give them one more kick at the can rather than 
trade them for mid-round draft picks. 

The Blue Jackets can’t keep trading first-round draft picks — they’ve had 
just two over the last four drafts — and they aren’t regarded as having a 
particularly deep pool of prospects. 

No matter how well the Blue Jackets are playing (in this scenario, 
remember), they’ll still be searching for help down the middle. Their 
young, unproven centers are barely surviving in the regular season; 
they’ll be devoured in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

In order to swing such a deal, Kekalainen may have to finally make the 
call on which goaltender he’s keeping and which one he’s trading, 
Joonas Korpisalo or Elvis Merzlikins. 

Neither one of them is going to land a No. 1 center. In fact, neither one 
may land a No. 2 center without Kekalainen having to sweeten the 
package a bit. 

The Blue Jackets get plenty of calls about their Russian prospects, 
forwards Kirill Marchenko, Dimitry Voronkov, and Yegor Chinakhov and 
goaltender Daniil Tarasov. One or two of them would likely need to be 
used as sweeteners. 

Pessimist’s view: Let the roster retooling begin …  

If the Blue Jackets continue to drift out of the playoff picture, Kekalainen 
could get a head start on the off-season, which figures to provide many 
headlines. 

There are so many considerations in this scenario that we’ll break them 
up into bite-sized pieces — seven categories to explain where the top 30 
players/prospects in the organization stand should this season continue 
to head south. 

For some longtime fans, this may be hard to swallow. 

Untouchable 

Seth Jones, D: The only way the Blue Jackets would even consider 
trading Jones is if he makes it clear to the club that he won’t be signing 
an extension this summer. That will be a weighty conversation between 
Kekalainen and Jones and/or his agent, and the hunch here is it’ll wait 
until the off-season. Keeping Jones is quite obviously a huge 
organizational priority. For many, it will be a wellness check for the 
franchise, too. 

Zach Werenski, D: It may be a surprise to see Werenski’s name here, but 
think about it. It would be nothing short of reckless to trade Werenski in 
April before you find out in June or July if Jones wants to sign a long-term 
extension. It would be hard enough to lose one of these guys. Lose both 
of ’em? Devastating. 

Joonas Korpisalo/Elvis Merzlikins, G: We’re listing both here for the same 
reason both are listed below under “possible.” The Blue Jackets have a 
decision to make. The goalie they decide to keep, be it Korpisalo or 
Merzlikins, fits in this category. The other should be considered a 
possibility. 

Highly unlikely 

Patrik Laine, LW/RW: The Blue Jackets have two goals with Laine, who 
is a restricted free agent for two more season. First, sign him to a long-
term contract that spans into his UFA years and leaves little doubt about 
his commitment to the Blue Jackets. Second, find a defensively sound, 
offensively adept center who can stabilize a line and let Laine prowl for 
shot lanes. 

2021/22 first-round draft pick(s): The Blue Jackets haven’t had a first-
round pick in two of the last four drafts. They may be looking at a roster 
retooling over the next couple of years. These picks are going to be 
incredibly important. 

Oliver Bjorkstrand, RW: The Blue Jackets signed Bjorkstrand to a five-
year, $27 million extension earlier this season. He’s planted a flag in 
Columbus, Ohio, and this organization needs players like that. 

Jack Roslovic, C: The Columbus Kid was a big part of the Laine trade, 
and the Blue Jackets have been pleasantly surprised by his offensive 
output in his first six weeks with the club. He’s under contract for two 
more years at a reasonable price, and he’s an RFA when this term 
expires. He’s not untouchable, but there are a lot of reasons for the Blue 
Jackets to hang on to him long-term. 

Andrew Peeke, D: If Savard is traded, Peeke becomes the heir apparent 
to the roster spot Savard has held so long in Columbus: the right side on 
the second defensive pairing. Peeke has NHL size and better than 
average mobility. He may not be as rugged as Savard — very few are, 
right? — but Peeke gives them a player who can move the puck with his 
hands and his feet. He’s currently eating big minutes in the AHL. 

Daniil Tarasov, G: It has been said numerous times by Blue Jackets 
front-office types that Tarasov — not Korpisalo, not Merzlikins — may be 
the most talented goaltender in the organization. He’s putting up stupid 
numbers (.925 save percentage, 2.06 goals-against average) in the KHL 
against this season. He’s expected in North America in 2021-22. 

Gus Nyquist, LW: The biggest hindrance here is that Nyquist has missed 
all of the season while recovering from shoulder surgery. He could return 
right around the trade deadline, but NHL clubs could be scared off by it. 
There are two more seasons after this one on Nyquist’s deal with the 
Blue Jackets. They want to keep him. 

Cam Atkinson, RW: Atkinson has given the Blue Jackets his 10-team no-
trade list, so it’s not like he couldn’t be traded. But the offer would have to 
knock Kekalainen off his feet. Atkinson is a streaky scorer, but he’s been 
the Blue Jackets’ most productive offensive player once he got over a 
slow start. On a team that’s starved for scoring, it’s hard to imagine them 
trading a scorer. 

Liam Foudy, LW: Foudy got overwhelmed pretty quickly in the NHL this 
season, but it’s not a big deal that he’s playing in the AHL. That’s where 
he should be, playing heavy minutes and learning how to be a difference-
maker — not just a hanger-on — in the NHL. Other clubs don’t seem as 
certain of Foudy’s upside as the Blue Jackets do, but he’s a player other 
GMs would ask for in a multi-player deal. 

Alexandre Texier, LW/C: Blue Jackets management is positively 
enamored of Texier, so it would have to be an incredible trade for him to 
leave the organization. Remember, Texier opened the season on the top 
line despite never having shown that kind of performance in the NHL. 
He’s been switched to center this season, but his impact on games has 
faded badly since the start of the season. 

Yegor Chinakhov, RW/LW: The Blue Jackets really need a first-round 
draft pick to make a high-level impact on the roster. Who knows when 
Chinakhov will get that chance in Columbus, but it’s hard to imagine the 
Jackets would trade him just months after shocking the hockey world by 
drafting him so early. 

Unlikely due to CBJ 

Boone Jenner, LW/C: There is always a market for a workhorse forward 
like Jenner, especially heading into the post-season. But this guy has 
been such a part of the fabric of this organization for so long now, is it 
really worth it to trade him for a mid-round draft pick? Jenner has two 
more years before he hits UFA status. No reason to make a move here 
unless somebody steps forward with a crazy offer. 

Vladislav Gavrikov, D: It hasn’t been a great season for Gavrikov, but the 
Blue Jackets are high on him as a stout, second-pairing presence. 
Gavrikov is 25 years old and in his second full NHL season. He figures to 
be a major minute-muncher when he reaches his prime in a couple of 
seasons. 

Gabriel Carlsson, D: A month ago, Carlsson would have been lower on 
this list. To be honest, we’re not sure how high to put him now, but he 
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has played better and appears to have played his way back into the Blue 
Jackets’ long-term plans. 

Kirill Marchenko, LW: To be abundantly clear, the Blue Jackets aren’t 
looking to trade Marchenko, a player who could really give them a burst 
of speed and skill when he arrives in the NHL in the near future. But if the 
Blue Jackets make a multi-player trade, he’s the type of prospect — their 
top prospect — that other GMs would desire. The uncertainty of when 
he’ll actually be seen in Columbus makes it easier to trade him than 
North American prospects, like, say, Liam Foudy. 

Dmitry Voronkov, C: The Blue Jackets can’t afford to wait on Voronkov, 
but it’s good news that there’s a NHL-grade center in the pipeline. 
Voronkov projects to a second- or third-line player, and he’s the type that 
drives a club’s play with his energy. They can use that, too. Teams may 
call, but it’s hard to see Kekalainen parting with Voronkov easily. 

Unlikely due to the market 

Eric Robinson, LW: Robinson isn’t exactly an up-and-coming prospect 
anymore. At 25, he’s only eight months younger than Seth Jones. We 
know what he is — a fourth-liner with decent size, exceptional speed and 
an aggravating lack of touch around the net. But he’s an extremely 
affordable fourth-liner, and those have value in this league. 

Dean Kukan, D: He’s fallen out of favor in Columbus this season with the 
emergence of Gabriel Carlsson, but the Blue Jackets may still be 
reluctant to trade him. He’s due to make $2 million next season which is 
a fair sum for a third-pairing defender with offensive upside. That “upside” 
had better start revealing itself soon, eh? 

Emil Bemstrom, RW: Maybe another NHL team had great scouting 
reports on him in Sweden and think he needs to play in a more 
offensively-inclined lineup. That’s possible. But Bemstrom was brought to 
North American because of his goal-scoring prowess, and he’s done 
nothing but freeze in big moments where he’s able to change the face of 
a game. 

Kevin Stenlund, C: Not sure there’s a market for Stenlund. He shows 
sporadic bursts of skill, but not sustained enough to be a top six player. 
He has size, but he doesn’t throw his weight around enough to make a 
difference in the bottom six. Every organization has a couple of these 
guys. 

Scott Harrington, D: It seems like Harrington has been in Columbus 
forever, and his contract runs through next season, too. It’s hard to 
imagine there’s a market here with that extra year of commitment. 

Possible 

Nick Foligno, LW: It’s no secret that Foligno is an unrestricted free agent, 
and those are always attractive to the market — for both buyers and 
sellers. There will be intense interest in Foligno as a “plus” player on a 
playoff team’s bottom six. Toronto is already rumored to be interested. 
The Blue Jackets would be reluctant to trade their captain, though, and 
Foligno has deeps ties and an abiding love of Columbus, Ohio. He could 
leave with a mutual (but unspoken) agreement that he’d return again 
before his career ends. 

Joonas Korpisalo/Elvis Merzlikins, G: We’re listing both of them here 
because there have been no clear signs from Blue Jackets’ management 
as to which goalie they’re planning to ride in the long run. There are 
playoff-bound NHL teams that may not trust their goaltenders. There are 
often injuries, too. A market could emerge, and Kekalainen will be ready 
for it. There’s little chance both of these players are with the Blue Jackets 
next season, their last seasons before UFA status. 

Available 

Max Domi, LW: Can’t believe it’s come to this already, but Domi has 
made very little positive impact this season. The Blue Jackets are 
privately hoping that Domi is taking a while to adjust to a new franchise, 
but his career-high 72 points (in 2018-19) came during his first season in 
Montreal. Word to the wise, though: trade Domi now and you’re definitely 

selling low and cementing the Josh Anderson trade as one of the worst in 
franchise history. 

Mikhail Grigorenko, LW/C/RW: So far, Grigorenko’s attempts to prove 
he’s an NHL-caliber player have been underwhelming. He signed a one-
year, $1.2 million contract last summer and he’s a UFA this summer, so 
it’s not like the Blue Jackets made a big mistake here. The question isn’t 
really if the Blue Jackets are willing to trade him, but if there’s a market. 
Seems unlikely. 

Likely* 

David Savard, D: It will be hard for Kekalainen to trade Savard, who has 
been one of this organization’s hardest workers — a real blood, sweat 
and tears guy — over the past several seasons. But it’s highly unlikely 
Savard will be back. Not only is he a UFA, but the Blue Jackets have 
Andrew Peeke, Dean Kukan and Gabriel Carlsson pushing for more 
playing time. This much we know: the Blue Jackets will miss him when 
he moves along. 

Michael Del Zotto, D: It’s a journeyman’s life. Del Zotto signed a one-year 
deal with the Blue Jackets and he’s been one of their better defensemen. 
But he’s a veteran defensemen with post-season experience, and those 
guys have value this time of year. He’s been traded three times 
previously. What’s a fourth? 

Riley Nash, C: He won’t be the first name on the shopping list for most 
NHL GMs, but he’s the kind of guy any coach would like on the roster 
heading into the post-season. He can play center or wing, he’ll win a 
faceoff and he can kill a penalty. The price won’t be exorbitant because 
Nash is a pending UFA. 
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The Athletic / The NHL on ESPN theme song is back: Meet the genius 
who wrote it 

 

By Sean Gentille Mar 10, 2021  

 

The news broke on Tuesday. The deal was official on Wednesday. 

In between, one bit about the NHL’s move back to ESPN after a 17-year 
hiatus — one style of Twitter reply to rule them all — rose above the rest: 
Are they bringing back the theme? 

The one with the drums and the horns. The one that played over 
highlights of Mario Lemieux and Steve Yzerman. The Gary Thorne one. 
The ’90s one. Without it, hockey on American TV felt weird. Without it, 
hockey on ESPN would feel … worse than weird. It’d feel wrong. 

Just before NHL commissioner Gary Bettman and ESPN chairman 
Jimmy Pitaro were about to start their victory lap, the network made it 
official. Yes, it’s back. It was a bit of news that made many, many people 
a little happier — including one in Garrison, N.Y. 

“I can’t wait to hear it again,” Bob Christianson said. “It’s a good piece.” 

He’d know. He wrote it. 

Christianson has worked as a composer, arranger, keyboardist and 
producer for decades. Whether you’re a hockey fan or not, you know his 
work. The CBS “March Madness” theme? That’s him, along with dozens 
of other sports tunes. The song playing over Carrie and Big’s Eiffel Tower 
kiss in “Sex and the City”? That’s him, too, along with who knows how 
many other interludes and snippets from one of HBO’s biggest hits in its 
history. The man has scored more than 2,000 commercials. He’s 
everywhere. 
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“I was very lucky. I could actually put the words ‘composer’ and ‘making a 
living’ in the same sentence,” Christianson said. “And for some reason, I 
got to be the guy who wrote sports music. And listen, I’m not 
complaining.” 

At this particular moment — until the NCAA Tournament starts, at least 
— he’s most present in the NHL’s ESPN 2.0 rollout. The gig came about 
back in 1992, long after Christianson had made his bones in sports. He’d 
worked with CBS, ABC and, yes, ESPN, where he’d made friends with 
plenty of folks, including executive Jed Drake. 

And, yes, he has a Bristol story, because every ESPN person has a 
Bristol story. 

“I remember the first time I went up there, to have a meeting with Jed,” 
Christianson said, “and it was funny driving through pastures and cows, 
and then you see these huge satellite dishes and say, ‘Holy shit, where 
did that come from?'” 

At one of those meetings, Drake asked Christianson to come up with a 
pitch for the network’s NHL coverage. After a week or two of solo work at 
home, he had his idea. As always — at least back then — melody came 
first. The catchiness was the point, and the process was always the 
same. 

“I’m a melody guy,” Christianson said. “For some people, that’s not in 
fashion right now. They’d rather have music with no melody, and nothing 
to divert your mind away from what you’re watching. But that was back in 
the days when melody meant something. To me, getting that right was 
the most important thing. All the things on top of it — the brass, the 
guitars, whatever — that was part of it. But it was basically, ‘Get a good 
melody.’ Get a melody that if it stuck in (executives’) heads the first or 
second time, they’d say ‘Yeah, that’s the one.'” 

“(Living in people’s brains) is the whole point. The whole point for a 
composer is to write an earworm. Find something that burrows its way 
into people’s ears, and they just can’t get it out of their heads. Every time 
they hear that theme, they think of hockey, or they think of basketball or 
whatever.” 

Once he had that box checked — da-da-DA, da-da da-DA — he brought 
his ideas to Drake and Co. And they said, of course, “Yeah, that’s the 
one.” 

Then, it was time to cut the check. Singular. Christianson worked out a 
lump sum — a fee for his work, studio time and the musicians he’d hire 
— and that was that. “I’d work out a budget, and they would either 
approve it not,” he said. “They’d give me one check, and I’d take care of 
everything.” 

Recording, Christianson said, took place at the Hotel Edison, two blocks 
from Times Square. He went up to his friend’s second-floor studio with a 
full brass band to overdub sections of a home recording, which was 
mainly synthesized drums, bass and guitar. 

“It was one of the best-sounding recording studios in New York,” he said. 
Now, he said, it’s a ballroom. 

After that, he made an impromptu trip to Buffalo for a Sabres game, in 
the ESPN production van with “all the guys who knew what they were 
talking about,” for the final touches. A Digital Audio Tape (DAT) grabbed 
sounds during warmups. 

“The puck against the fiberglass. The puck against the wood. The stick 
against the ice. The sharpening of the skates, the whole thing. Whatever 
sounds I could get, and then I made them part of the rhythm section,” 
Christianson said. 

The editing process for sports themes, he said, wasn’t simple — because 
it wasn’t just about the full tune. There were five-second commercial 
bumpers, and the bits they’d play during “SportsCenter,” and parts 
earmarked for commercials. 

“That was the hardest part about doing it: You had to write the main 
song, and it had to work,” he said. “And then you had to find a way to edit 
the two-minute piece down to 15 seconds, 10 seconds.” 

For Christianson, all those little pieces are fruit from a tree that, 
somehow, survived for 17 years. Now, it’s flowering again, in full view. 
Full as it can be, at least; it’s mind-boggling to know that the same man 

soundtracked a large part of my life as a sports fan, and I didn’t know his 
name until I googled “NHL ESPN theme composer” on Tuesday 
afternoon. He deserves that much — not that he’s seeking it. He’s used 
to walking into restaurants and trying to figure out whether that’s him 
playing over a bar TV. He’s used to hearing CBS news anchors cutting 
promos for basketball games set to his work. 

He’s also “eternally grateful” to know that people care — whether or not 
they know his name. 

“I’m thrilled, I’m honored,” he said. “To be a composer and have people 
care that way is the greatest reward you could possibly ask for. The 
money is always good, and the money is always needed, but for most 
composers, it’s not about the money. It’s about the work, and 
communicating something to people. And that theme communicated a 
lot. 

“You never know beforehand — it’s not like I sat down and wrote it and 
arranged it and went, ‘Oh, boy, this is gonna be great.’ You never know. 
You might put it out there and people go, ‘Oh, that stunk.'” 

The thing that Christianson doesn’t quite seem to grasp — and that’s a 
compliment, not a knock — is just what sort of hold this song has on 
hockey fans. It’s not just an earworm for us; it’s a throwback to high 
times, when the sport mattered more in the United States. The NHL had 
bigger stars and more attention and, yes, ESPN. Then came the post-
lockout banishment to the OLN hinterlands and an upward climb on NBC 
that never quite managed to summit. 

Now, no matter how much of a fait accompli it may have been after 
Bettman and Pitaro first connected a few years ago to talk broadcast 
rights, the NHL has ESPN. Again. 

And the NHL has Christianson’s theme song. Again. 

“That song, and the NHL, and ESPN were the Three Musketeers,” said 
David Allen, a marketing professor at St. Joseph’s University in 
Philadelphia. “If you’re gonna have two, what better way to say ‘We’re 
back’ than to bring that song back? And to an extent, it’d allow ESPN to 
sort of musically apologize. ‘You know, we’re sorry. Let us back.’ It really 
is a no-brainer. There’s literally no downside.” 

That’s true for the theme song choice, and it’s true of the overall deal. If it 
leads to a popularity uptick for the league, great; there’s plenty here to 
like. ESPN — altered, fractured and competitive as the world of sports 
fandom is — remains a tastemaker without peer. The NHL, for the first 
time in the better part of two decades, has a real seat at the table. If it 
means more money and better product, terrific. 

If not? We’ll get to hear Bob Christianson’s song more often — even if he 
might not. He and his wife, in their Hudson Valley home, don’t catch 
much in the way of televised sports. 

“I used to watch more before I cut the cord,” he said. “Having 400 
channels and watching two of them didn’t make sense anymore. So I’m 
into streaming now.” 

He has that in common with the NHL, too. Might want to give Hulu a try. 
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The Athletic / Could Gary Thorne return as ESPN’s NHL voice? ‘I’d love 
to talk to them’ 

 

By Richard Deitsch Mar 10, 2021  

 

Gary Thorne is on the phone from what he describes as “horse and wine 
country” in Santa Barbara Country, Calif. The voice sounds great. Exactly 
as how you remember it. The only thing missing is Thorne being 
preceded by the iconic “ESPN National Hockey Night” theme music that 
still makes occasional cameos amid the ESPN universe. 
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The broadcaster has just been told by a reporter (me) that the sports 
media news of the day is now official. On Wednesday afternoon, The 
Walt Disney Company, ESPN and the National Hockey League 
announced a seven-year television, streaming and media rights deal. 
The agreement will run from the beginning of the 2021-22 season 
through the 2027-28 season. The deal includes exclusive coverage of the 
Stanley Cup Final on ABC (and additional ESPN platforms) in four of the 
seven years of the agreement; 25 exclusive national regular-season 
games on ABC or ESPN; 75 national regular-season games per season 
produced by ESPN that will stream exclusively on both ESPN+ and Hulu; 
half of the Stanley Cup Playoffs on ABC and ESPN each season, and 
much more. 

“I’m really happy for ESPN,” the 72-year-old Thorne said. “I think ESPN 
had a real solid base and genuine interest in the NHL when we were 
doing it and I think they probably regretted that they didn’t continue with 
it. To have it back, certainly for ESPN, is a big deal. There were some 
great people who did a hell of a job in the production part of it when we 
had it and they get a chance again. It seems like it will fit better than ever 
at ESPN.” 

Remarkable as it is to consider in 2021, ESPN passed in 2005 on a $60-
million option to continue as the NHL’s cable partner. That forged a new 
era for the NHL with the Outdoor Life Network paying $135 million for two 
seasons to broadcast the league. The Outdoor Life Network soon 
morphed into OLN and then Versus. In April 2011, the NHL announced a 
10-year deal (worth $1.9 billion) with NBC and Versus, which ultimately 
rebranded itself as NBC Sports Network. ESPN was involved in those 
negotiations — as was Fox Sports and Turner — before opting out. 

As fans of a certain age will remember, Thorne was ESPN’s lead NHL 
voice from 1992 to 2004, calling games on ESPN, ESPN2 and ABC, 
including the postseason. He memorably teamed with analyst Bill 
Clement to call the Stanley Cup Finals for ESPN from 1993 to 2004, 
including two years with John Davidson as a third broadcaster. (A 
generation of hockey gamers were also raised on Thorne’s voice via EA 
Sports’ NHL video games.) 

He called some of the sport’s biggest moments, including Wayne Gretzky 
passing Gordie Howe’s all-time goal-scoring mark in 1994. There was 
also the end of hockey’s most famous Stanley Cup droughts, including 
the Rangers in 1994 and the Red Wings three years later. 

Thorne’s hockey broadcasting bona fides go back decades. He was the 
voice of the University of Maine’s hockey program — a major sports 
broadcasting job in that state — in the early 1980s before landing an 
NHL job as the play-by-play voice of the New Jersey Devils. He then 
moved on to ESPN. As Baltimore Orioles fans know, Thorne was the 
team’s lead voice on MASN for 14 seasons before learning he would not 
be returning to the regional sports network in 2021. Our Dan Connolly 
had a terrific Q&A with him in January. 

The last time Thorne called hockey came four years ago when he filled in 
for then-Kings broadcaster Bob Miller for eight away games that Miller 
skipped for health reasons. Thorne said that if he had a philosophy of 
hockey game-calling, it’s that he approached the job as a fan. 

THE @WALTDISNEYCO, ESPN & @NHL REACH A 
GROUNDBREAKING LONG-TERM AGREEMENT 

THE SEVEN-YEAR TELEVISION, STREAMING & MEDIA RIGHTS 
DEAL BEGINS WITH THE 2021-22 SEASON 

— ESPN PR (@ESPNPR) MARCH 10, 2021 

“What you heard was me,” Thorne said. “What I was feeling at that 
moment was a genuine excitement. What you heard is the way I feel 
about games and the way I felt about that particular moment. In hockey, 
one of the things I did try to do was to anticipate. If you had somebody 
moving in toward the net, say on a 2-on-1, I wanted to let people know 
who the back skater was. I tried to anticipate ahead of a potential play 
that might happen, so that somebody watching would be able to not only 
look at the puck area, but look at the trailer and see how this play might 
develop. I wanted viewers to have the chance to enjoy the whole 
package rather than just waiting to see what the puck-handler was going 
to do. I tried to do some of that because I thought it added to fans’ 
enjoyment of the game.” 

Thorne is not active on social media, but his phone blew up on Tuesday 
with friends who were telling him that they saw his name all over Twitter. 
He was trending at one point, with people advocating for ESPN to bring 
him back to call games. 

“Yeah, that’s pretty humbling honestly,” Thorne said. “My phone lit up all 
night from friends who do tweet and are on the platforms, which I am not. 
They were telling me this was going on. I was like, ‘Wow.’ I’m just so 
happy that people have remembered and have those kinds of positive 
memories about the time that myself and Bill and our crew were doing 
the games. It’s pretty amazing to me that after all these years that it still 
lives in the forefront of people’s minds, that connection with ESPN and 
the NHL and our broadcast. Look, that’s a delight. In this business, if 
you’re doing something that fans are excited about and generally 
appreciate the work you’re doing, that’s what it’s all about as far as I’m 
concerned. So last night was a real joy for me. It brought a real smile on 
my face.” 

Thorne has a young daughter which takes much of his focus on a day-to-
day level. He teaches play-by-play journalism at the Walter Cronkite 
School of Journalism and Mass Communication at Arizona State. He 
does follow the NHL and records games around the league. 

So, the big question. How interested would Thorne be in connecting with 
ESPN again to call games? 

“I’d love to talk to them about it,” Thorne said. 

Thorne said neither he nor his agent had reached out to ESPN yet but 
said he would love to hear the details. 

“I’d love to talk about it with ESPN and see what direction they’re going to 
take with it, what the schedule is going to look like, all of that,” he said. 
“But from the primary foundational question of, ‘Is that something that 
interests me?’ Yes, it does.” 

ESPN chairman Jimmy Pitaro said his company has had at this point no 
discussion on who will be the on-air talent for the upcoming NHL 
broadcasts. 

Traditionally, ESPN management has been very good at recognizing that 
nostalgia staffing generates goodwill among its customers. One example: 
In 2019 ESPN brought back NFL PrimeTime with Chris Berman and Tom 
Jackson, the popular NFL highlights show than ran from 1987-2005, for a 
spot on ESPN+, the company’s direct-to-consumer sports streaming 
service. 

In some ways, this seems like a no-brainer. They have plenty of NHL 
game inventory and an iconic voice who helped previously build the 
property interested in having some role. 

Make it happen, ESPN. Bring Gary Thorne back. 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.11.2021 
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The Athletic / NHL trade deadline: What to expect from all 31 teams 

 

By Ian Mendes and Sean Gentille Mar 10, 2021 

 

The week of April 12 usually marks the start of the Stanley Cup playoffs 
on a regular NHL calendar.  

But as hockey fans are well aware, the normal NHL schedule has been 
thrown out the window in this pandemic-condensed season.  

So instead of marking the beginning of the postseason, April 12 is now 
the trade deadline in this 56-game campaign.  

And just as the regular season has been altered from reality — with 
realigned divisions and a baseball-style schedule — the trade deadline 
will also have a completely different feel in 2021.  

Aside from the later date on the calendar, teams will have to adapt to 
pandemic circumstances that could drastically alter the complexion of the 
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trade deadline. Transactions between American and Canadian teams are 
expected to be at a minimum, as Canadian law requires travelling players 
to quarantine for 14 days after they cross the border.  

The flat salary cap could also serve as a restrictive force on trades 
around the deadline, as many teams are finding themselves with very 
limited cap space.  

We decided to look at all 31 teams and determine who could be buyers 
and who could be sellers in this unique marketplace. 

All deadline cap space numbers courtesy CapFriendly and as of March 8. 

East Division 

Boston Bruins 

Status: Buyers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $8.7 million 

Notable UFAs: Tuukka Rask, Jaroslav Halak, David Krejci, Sean Kuraly 

Notable RFAs: Nick Ritchie, Trent Frederic, Brandon Carlo 

There might not be an easier team to classify than the Bruins. They’re a 
good team with obvious holes and a ton of money to spend — so, 
naturally, they’ll be linked with any and all big names that surface. It’s 
almost lazy to bring up Mattias Ekholm here; any team that needs a 
defenseman should be looking at a solid top-four option with a year 
remaining at $3.75 million. Still, when the Bruins are healthy, they’ve got 
options on defense and adding Ekholm would complicate their expansion 
draft plans. Charlie McAvoy and Matt Grzelcyk are no-brainer blue line 
protections. Does Ekholm get exposed, then? Brandon Carlo? Either 
way, it’s got to be a consideration. A lefty UFA like Alex Goligoski would 
make more sense. Either way, Boston’s bigger issue is scoring depth; for 
all their shot-attempt gifts, they’re underwater in goals-for percentage at 
five-on-five. Why not find a winger for David Krejci — Rickard Rakell, 
Kyle Palmieri — who can bump Ritchie down the lineup a bit? And if they 
want to think a little bigger, here’s a fun one: Filip Forsberg. There’s 
some goals for you. He’s got one year at $6 million remaining on his 
deal, so he wouldn’t come cheap, but he also seems gettable — 
especially if Nashville is sliding toward a rebuild. His value isn’t going to 
get higher, and he’d fit in perfectly with Krejci. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Status: Sellers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $1.8 million 

Notable UFAs: Taylor Hall, Eric Staal, Brandon Montour, Jake McCabe, 
Linus Ullmark 

Notable RFAs: Rasmus Dahlin, Sam Reinhart, Henri Jokiharju 

Where, uh, are we supposed to start here? Nice as it would be to 
sidestep the Jack Eichel minefield, that’s not possible. Let’s just say it 
seems like a summer trade, if anything, and move on. Ralph Krueger 
would trade Jeff Skinner to the moon, but that’s not in the cards. Hall is 
the obvious movable piece, and he’s going to be linked to any team with 
a hole in its top six. Catastrophic few months aside, Hall still qualifies 
there. If the Sabres are indeed willing to eat some of his $8 million 
contract to get a draft pick in return, Boston, Carolina and Columbus are 
all teams that fit, in terms of need and space. Staal is in decline, but he 
was productive enough last season and still makes sense as a depth add 
down the middle. Edmonton, on paper, is a fit for him (or anyone similar). 
The most interesting name here might be Montour. He’s a talented 
offensive defenseman whose productivity has cratered in Buffalo. Go 
figure. If you’re interested in a pending UFA with a $3.85 million cap hit 
and a right shot — and at the deadline, most contenders are — he 
makes sense. McCabe would draw interest, but he’s done for the season 
with a knee injury. 

New Jersey Devils 

Status: Sellers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $38.1 million 

Notable UFAs: Travis Zajac, Kyle Palmieri, Nikita Gusev, Ryan Murray, 
Sami Vatanen, Dmitry Kulikov 

Notable RFAs: Michael McLeod, Janne Kuokkanen, Yegor 
Sharangovich, Nathan Bastian 

The better question for the Devils might be, “Who wouldn’t they trade?” 
Nico Hischier and Jack Hughes are centerpieces. Ty Smith is a young, 
talented defenseman who isn’t going anywhere. Mackenzie Blackwood is 
a goalie worth having, despite a lack of consistency that makes it 
impossible to say how good he is or isn’t. Travis Zajac has a no-trade 
clause that he’s happy to use. Beyond that, there’s a little something for 
everyone in the rental bin. Want a middle-six winger with a history of 25-
goal seasons and decent possession numbers? Enjoy Palmieri at $4.65 
million. Need cheap puck-movers on either side of your defense? 
Vatanen and Kulikov are right over there. Just ask. Ah, look — there’s 
Ryan Murray. He’s worth a mid-round pick. Gusev? A decent change-of-
scenery candidate. Might catch lightning in a bottle on a third line and 
second power play. And while you’re there, they’d appreciate discussing 
your interest level in a Norris Trophy winner signed through next season 
at a $9 million AAV. The Devils would love to move P.K. Subban, 
according to The Athletic’s Scott Burnside. Their problem, beyond the 
contract, is that his GSVA is replacement level and sandwiches him, 
leaguewide, between Nikita Zaitsev and Robert Hagg. In other words, 
trading for Subban in 2021 would be closer to buying a draft pick. He 
doesn’t make any sense for contenders. Find a half-decent, $700,000 
player, or bring in Vatanen instead. Hard to believe, but true. 

New York Islanders 

Status: Buyers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: Zero 

Notable UFAs: Casey Cizikas, Andy Greene 

Notable RFAs: Anthony Beauvillier, Michael Dal Colle, Adam Pelech, Ilya 
Sorokin 

The Isles are in an interesting spot because they’re a top contender in 
their division and could use another forward and depth defenseman … 
but they’re capped out. Their deadline is on track to be money-in, money-
out. On one hand, Beauvillier ($2.1 million AAV) could help serve that 
purpose for Lou Lamoriello. On the other, Beauvillier strung together 21-, 
18, and 18-goal seasons when healthy. He might be more useful on the 
roster than as bait. Would a team be willing to take Leo Komarov’s salary 
with a draft-pick sweetener? A player like Mikael Granlund — a talented, 
versatile forward on an expiring deal, capable of adding something to the 
middle six — would make sense here, but the necessary salary 
maneuvering makes projecting anything difficult. The lack of cap space 
means that, in a bidding war for anyone, the Isles would have one hand 
tied behind their back. All of this, of course, comes with the Lamoriello 
disclaimer. The man has gotten his way for decades. As it stands, this a 
good-not-great team without a clear way at improving. 

New York Rangers 

Status: Sellers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $4.47 million 

Notable UFAs: Brendan Smith, Jack Johnson 

Notable RFAs: Pavel Buchnevich, Filip Chytil, Julien Gauthier, Brett 
Howden 

As far as rentals are concerned, the Rangers don’t have much to offer, 
unless Jim Rutherford takes a GM job in the next few weeks and starts 
making calls about Johnson and Smith. Stranger things have happened, 
but giving up assets for either at this point would be wild. There’s 
probably some appetite among the fan base for them to buy, but they’re 
still several points outside a playoff spot and well-stocked to go after a 
bigger fish down the line. Yes, we’re talking about Eichel. That RFA 
group is interesting, too. Buchnevich and Chytil, in particular, have come 
up in the Eichel discussion already, and that’ll continue until the deal 
happens or dies. There’s also some duplication between Buchnevich 
($3.25 million AAV) and Vitali Kravtsov, who should join the Rangers 
when his KHL season is over. The Rangers need to turn some of their 
wingers into centers, and the discussion probably starts with those two. 
Howden and Gauthier both could wind up as trade candidates, as well, if 
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only because they’re useful players who are on track to be exposed in 
the expansion draft. The bottom line for GM Jeff Gorton: This deadline, 
more than anything, seems like an opportunity to prime the pump for the 
summer. And unless Gorton finagles a move involving the struggling 
Mika Zibanejad (one year left at $5.35 million), the Eichel stuff will be 
tabled until then, anyway. It’s easy to see Gorton essentially standing 
pat. As for Tony DeAngelo, there’s no sense in dumping him now, even if 
another team, all of a sudden, had interest. He makes more sense as 
expansion draft fodder and a down-the-line buyout. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Status: Buyers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $5.1 million 

Notable UFAs: Scott Laughton, Michael Raffl, Erik Gustafsson, Brian 
Elliott 

Notable RFAs: Carter Hart, Nolan Patrick, Travis Sanheim, Connor 
Bunnaman 

So Boston is an imperfect fit for Ekholm. Philly … is not. Matt Niskanen’s 
retirement left a hole in the top four on defense, and they’ve been circling 
Ekholm for weeks. Assuming Nashville goes into full rebuild — and hoo 
boy, they should — the Flyers seem to have the combo of AHL 
defensemen (Linus Hogberg, Mason Millman, Wyatte Wylie), prospects 
like Morgan Frost and draft picks necessary to get something done. For 
the Flyers, the main issue in acquiring Ekholm would be the expansion 
draft; adding him would likely mean that they expose either Sanheim or 
Philippe Myers. That’s probably not a good enough reason to not do it, 
though. It won’t be long before Hart (underwhelming as he’s been), Sean 
Couturier and Oskar Lindblom are up for their extensions. Might as well 
make hay while the sun shines. Cost-controlled defensemen like Ekholm, 
even if it’s only for one more year, don’t hit the trade market all that often. 
If that doesn’t work out, for whatever reason, some other left-side 
consolation prizes that could be available are Dallas’ Jamie Oleksiak 
(UFA, $2.137 million), Detroit’s Patrik Nemeth (UFA, $3 million) and 
Goligoski. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Status: Sellers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: 750,000 

Notable UFAs: Evan Rodrigues, Cody Ceci, Colton Sceviour 

Notable RFAs: Teddy Blueger, Zach Aston-Reese, Mark Jankowski 

Dropping the Penguins in the “sellers” bucket feels weird, if only because 
they’re still a decent team with Rutherford’s go-for-broke style still barely 
in the rearview, but they’re there by default … because in terms of cap 
space they are, indeed, broke. Nothing of consequence is coming back 
without something going out. So that’s where the discussion starts; if the 
Penguins are actually out to add, say to the middle six, how do they clear 
space? Let’s look in Marcus Pettersson’s direction. He’s decent, despite 
something of a backslide so far in 2021, and signed in the neighborhood 
of the market rate ($4.025 million) through 2025. That makes sense for 
some team — just not the Penguins, given that John Marino’s extension 
kicks in for 2021-22, the return of Brian Dumoulin and the presence of 
Mike Matheson’s albatross contract on the left side, and a reasonable 
number of cheap replacements like Pierre-Olivier Joseph and Mark 
Friedman. Whether it’s at the deadline or in the summer, finding a way to 
move out Pettersson should be on GM Ron Hextall’s to-do list. He’s lucky 
that Pettersson seems to be solid enough to make the contract tradable. 
Given how thin the market is at defense, this could be one to watch. 

Washington Capitals 

Status: Buyers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: Zero 

Notable UFAs: Alex Ovechkin, Conor Sheary, Zdeno Chara, Trevor van 
Riemsdyk 

Notable RFAs: Ilya Samsonov, Jakub Vrana, Jonas Siegenthaler 

The Caps get the theoretical “buyers” designation here: They have 
needs, but no money. We’ll start in net, where Samsonov has been 

mainly absent after an early-season, COVID-related derailment. Though 
he responded well enough, backup Vitek Vanecek isn’t quite ready to 
start on a contender. Frankly, Samsonov might not be, either. He’s got 
the higher ceiling of the two, but has barely played. Beyond that, the job 
was supposed to be Henrik Lundqvist’s, anyway, so the Caps are in a 
tough spot. Do they clear out space to pick at an underwhelming goalie 
rental market, or just roll with the young guys? All things considered, GM 
Brian MacLellan would probably be wise to stick with the latter — or 
focus on adding a forward. Tom Wilson’s suspension means Daniel 
Sprong is playing top-six minutes. Things got thin there quickly. Could 
they turn Richard Panik ($2.75 million, two years remaining) into 
something more cost-effective? A safe bet: Washington won’t add much 
to the books moving forward. Ovechkin and Vrana’s new contracts are 
going to be interesting. 

North Division 

Calgary Flames 

Status: Buyers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $1.87 million 

Notable UFAs: David Rittich, Derek Ryan, Josh Leivo, Brett Ritchie, 
Joakim Nordstrom, Zac Rinaldo, Michael Stone, Nikita Nesterov 

Notable RFAs: Sam Bennett, Dillon Dube, Oliver Kylington, Dominik 
Simon, Juuso Valimaki 

The Flames are in an all-too-familiar spot, precariously dangling in the 
zone where they’re not good enough to be a Stanley Cup contender and 
not bad enough to be a lottery team. The midseason firing of Geoff Ward 
suggests the club is looking for immediate results, which nudges them 
slightly into the buyers’ category. There’s a good chance Darryl Sutter 
will take stock of the inventory over the next couple of weeks to figure out 
what he might need to make this team successful right away. The 
obvious hole for this club is at right wing, where they desperately need 
somebody to play in their top six. GM Brad Treliving could use Bennett 
as a potential trade chip to land that right winger, as it appears as though 
the 2014 first-round pick’s time in Calgary is coming to a close.  

Edmonton Oilers 

Status: Buyers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: Zero 

Notable UFAs: Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, Adam Larsson, Tyson Barrie, Mike 
Smith, Alex Chiasson, Tyler Ennis, Slater Koekkoek, Gaetan Haas 

Notable RFAs: Jujhar Khaira, Dominik Kahun, Kailer Yamamoto, Devin 
Shore 

The Oilers will be a buyer around the trade deadline, but they are lacking 
in immediate draft currency after shipping off their 2021 second-, third- 
and fifth-round picks at the deadline last year. Combined with very little 
cap room, it means GM Ken Holland will have to get creative if he wants 
to improve the roster before the deadline. The need for forward help to 
complement Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl remains a priority — 
particularly a productive and consistent winger to play with Draisaitl. The 
possibility of Ryan Nugent-Hopkins leaving as a free agent this summer 
could also mean the Oilers are seeking a winger with some term on his 
contract. Goaltending is often a concern in Edmonton, but the solid play 
of Mike Smith since his return, coupled with the acquisition of Alex 
Stalock off waivers, has eased some of those worries. Still, many in 
Edmonton believe the club needs to take a swing at a legitimate No. 1 
netminder if they want to enjoy playoff success this spring.  

Montreal Canadiens 

Status: Buyers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $4.15 million 

Notable UFAs: Tomas Tatar, Phillip Danault, Joel Armia, Corey Perry, 
Michael Frolik 

Notable RFAs: Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Victor Mete 

It feels as though the roller-coaster season for the Canadiens — with its 
dizzying highs and crushing lows — has evened out as we hit the 
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midway point of the season. And now GM Marc Bergevin is looking at 
what should be a playoff-bound squad that could use a little tweaking. 
After adding Tyler Toffoli, Josh Anderson and Corey Perry in the 
offseason, this is arguably as deep as the Canadiens have been with 
their forward group in several years. And with Jake Allen to serve as an 
insurance policy for Carey Price, there are no questions about the 
backup goalie situation either. Bergevin may look to add a left-shot 
defenseman to the fold before the deadline, adding depth to a blue line 
group that includes Jeff Petry, Shea Weber, Ben Chiarot and the 
impressive rookie Alexander Romanov. Could Victor Mete — who asked 
for a trade earlier this season — be moved before the deadline?  

Ottawa Senators 

Status: Sellers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $35.3 million 

Notable UFAs: Artem Anisimov, Erik Gudbranson, Ryan Dzingel, Mike 
Reilly, Derek Stepan 

Notable RFAs: Brady Tkachuk, Drake Batherson, Artyom Zub, Christian 
Wolanin, Marcus Hogberg 

For the first time in several years, the Senators won’t be the most 
intriguing team around the NHL trade deadline. Over the past couple of 
deadlines, the Senators have moved big names such as Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau, Mark Stone and Matt Duchene. This time around Ottawa is still 
clearly a seller but their offerings lack the star power of recent years. 
Derek Stepan has essentially lost his trade value after suffering a 
season-ending shoulder injury last month. That means Reilly and Dzingel 
are the two players who could fetch the most at the deadline. Could a 
team looking to add grit to their blue line be interested in Gudbranson? 
There is also a chance the club could cut ties with 2016 first-round pick 
Logan Brown, but that’s a trade that can probably wait until the 
offseason.  

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Status: Buyers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $130,527 

Notable UFAs: Frederik Andersen, Wayne Simmonds, Zach Hyman, 
Jimmy Vesey, Jason Spezza, Joe Thornton, Zach Bogosian, Alexander 
Barabanov 

Notable RFAs: Travis Dermott, Nic Petan 

It’s been almost 20 years since the Maple Leafs have reached the final 
four in the Stanley Cup playoffs and with the realigned divisions, anything 
short of that would be viewed as a disastrous season in Toronto. This 
could represent Toronto’s best chance at a Stanley Cup, so GM Kyle 
Dubas may be aggressive in trying to land one more top-six forward to 
add to his arsenal of potent scorers. Dubas has been assertive in the 
past, making his play for Jake Muzzin a month before the trade deadline 
in 2019. Last season, he acquired Jack Campbell almost three weeks 
before the deadline. The quarantine rules surrounding players entering 
Canada from a U.S.-based team could mean Dubas is even more 
proactive with his approach than usual.  

Vancouver Canucks 

Status: Sellers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: Zero 

Notable UFAs: Brandon Sutter, Tanner Pearson, Alex Edler, Jordie 
Benn, Travis Hamonic 

Notable RFAs: Elias Pettersson, Quinn Hughes, Thatcher Demko, Olli 
Juolevi 

The Canucks were the surprise team inside the bubble last August, but 
they have come crashing back down to reality in the first two months of 
the regular season. Making the playoffs is now a long shot for the 
Canucks, who have reluctantly moved into the category of seller before 
the deadline. Two years ago, they went close to the wire with Edler, 
opting to re-sign him to a two-year contract rather than trade him. This 
time around, trading the 34-year-old defenseman makes more sense, but 
GM Jim Benning will have to work around Edler’s no-movement clause. 

Sutter and Hamonic also have no-trade/no-move clauses that could 
complicate their departures from Vancouver. Benning sounded optimistic 
about re-signing Pearson last week, but trading the 28-year-old might be 
the wiser play considering he has to negotiate extensions with 
Pettersson, Hughes and Demko this summer. In an ideal world, the 
Canucks are able to flip some of their aging assets and acquire some 
younger pieces — especially from teams that could be in an expansion 
draft crunch. But as most Vancouver fans know, this is a less-than-ideal 
world.  

Winnipeg Jets 

Status: Buyers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: Zero 

Notable UFAs: Paul Statsny, Mathieu Perreault, Adam Lowry, Nate 
Thompson, Tucker Poolman, Trevor Lewis, Derek Forbort, Laurent 
Brossoit 

Notable RFAs: Neal Pionk, Andrew Copp, Logan Stanley 

The Jets already made the splashiest move of this NHL season, 
acquiring Pierre-Luc Dubois from the Blue Jackets in January. It’s hard to 
imagine GM Kevin Cheveldayoff doing anything nearly as seismic in the 
next month, but the Jets certainly need to address their blue line if they’re 
going to have success in the playoffs. Winnipeg would like to find a 
regular partner for Josh Morrissey — somebody who could log north of 
20 minutes per night and help stabilize a back end that’s one of the 
weaker defense corps among North Division playoff contenders.  

West Division 

Anaheim Ducks 

Status: Sellers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: Zero 

Notable UFAs: Ryan Getzlaf, Ben Hutton, Ryan Miller, David Backes, 
Jani Hakanpaa 

Notable RFAs: Sam Steel, Danton Heinen, Max Jones, Maxime Comtois, 
Isac Lundestrom 

The Ducks are headed toward missing the playoffs for a third straight 
season, something that hasn’t happened to them in almost 20 years. This 
could mark the end of the Ryan Getzlaf era, as the 35-year-old could be 
shipped off to a contending team looking for some veteran help down the 
middle. Teams seeing the value Jason Spezza and Joe Thornton are 
bringing to the Maple Leafs may be convinced to make a play on Getzlaf. 
Expect teams to kick tires on Rickard Rakell as well, but he still has 
another season left on his contract with a $3.79 million cap hit — a team-
friendly number for a two-time 30-goal scorer. So if the Ducks are 
coerced into trading Rakell, the asking price will certainly be much 
steeper than what a team would have to pay for a straight rental.  

Arizona Coyotes 

Status: Sellers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $9.24 million 

Notable UFAs: Derick Brassard, Drake Caggiula, Alex Goligoski, Niklas 
Hjalmarsson, Jason Demers, Antti Raanta 

Notable RFAs: Conor Garland, John Hayden, Adin Hill 

Remember when the Coyotes made the first aggressive, in-season trade 
last season by landing Taylor Hall two months before the trade deadline? 
That feels like it happened 10 years ago because a lot has happened in 
the desert over the past 15 months. Hall is long gone, the Coyotes have 
a totally new hockey operations department and the organization doesn’t 
appear to be mandated to have an aggressive, win-now approach. 
Instead, Arizona would benefit from adding draft picks to their fold, after 
their 2020 NHL Draft class can already be classified as a bust. The 
highest player they selected was Mitchell Miller, whom the club severed 
ties with after his bullying scandal rocked the hockey world. So it’s clear 
Arizona needs to recover from one of the worst draft classes ever by re-
stocking their cupboards with picks and prospects in exchange for the 
handful of pending UFAs on their roster.  
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Colorado Avalanche 

Status: Buyers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $1.29 million 

Notable UFAs: Gabriel Landeskog, Philipp Grubauer, Brandon Saad, 
Matt Calvert, Pierre-Edouard Bellemare 

Notable RFAs: Cale Makar, Tyson Jost 

The Avalanche don’t have a ton of cap space, so GM Joe Sakic may not 
be as aggressive as he would like around the deadline. He made some 
savvy moves in the offseason, such as trading for Devon Toews and 
Brandon Saad, but that has eaten a lot of his cap space. Colorado could 
be one of the teams in the market for a veteran backup goalie in the next 
month, as Pavel Francouz remains sidelined with a lower-body injury. 
Sakic may also be looking to add some forward depth to complement his 
big guns, but with the expansion draft looming, he’ll need to be careful 
not to add another player that requires protection from Seattle. There’s 
already concern in Colorado that the Avalanche may lose a quality player 
in the expansion draft.  

Los Angeles Kings 

Status: Sellers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $43.7 million 

Notable UFAs: Alex Iafallo 

Notable RFAs: Andreas Athanasiou, Trevor Moore, Michael Amadio, 
Blake Lizotte, Matt Roy 

Let’s put the Kings down as sellers as it stands right now because that 
was their original plan heading into this season. But the Kings have been 
one of the surprise teams in 2021 and are the only one of the seven non-
playoff teams from last season who are even close to the playoff hunt 
right now. So GM Rob Blake may slightly change course and look to 
make a small addition to help with a postseason push. Some meaningful 
games down the stretch could re-energize veterans like Drew Doughty, 
Anze Kopitar and Dustin Brown while allowing budding stars like Gabriel 
Vilardi and Michael Anderson to experience some high-pressure 
situations. If Blake does anything in the next month, it could be to add an 
experienced, left-shot defenseman to his blue line.  

Minnesota Wild 

Status: Sellers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $4.8 million 

Notable UFAs: Nick Bonino, Nick Bjugstad, Ian Cole, Marcus Johansson 

Notable RFAs: Kirill Kaprizov, Joel Eriksson Ek, Kevin Fiala, Ryan 
Hartman 

The Wild are in a similar spot to the Kings — a West Division team that 
could either be a buyer or a seller at the deadline depending on their spot 
in the standings. GM Bill Guerin has a handful of potential UFAs he could 
ship out, but he could also opt to hang onto some of them as “own 
rentals” if the Wild are in the thick of the playoff race four weeks from 
now. Bonino and Bjugstad have been underwhelming offensively, so 
improving productivity at center would certainly be one of the goals at the 
deadline. The Wild are somehow hanging around the playoff picture 
despite having the league’s worst power play — a unit that has scored 
only five goals all season. If Guerin can help improve the power play, it 
could help improve the Wild’s playoff chances accordingly.  

San Jose Sharks 

Status: Sellers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $10.4 million 

Notable UFAs: Devan Dubnyk, Patrick Marleau, Matt Nieto, Kurtis 
Gabriel, Marcus Sorensen 

Notable RFAs: Ryan Donato, Joachim Blichfeld, Rudolfs Balcers, Dylan 
Gambrell 

A second straight disastrous season for the Sharks has them firmly in the 
sellers camp yet again. This will be the first time San Jose misses the 
playoffs in consecutive seasons since 1997, so the fan base will certainly 
be angling for change. But with most of their core locked into long-term, 
expensive contracts, GM Doug Wilson doesn’t exactly own a stable of 
good rental options for contenders. Dubnyk should be available for teams 
looking for a goalie, but his career playoff numbers are rather pedestrian 
(8-18 record, .904 save percentage, 2.72 GAA). The only way Wilson 
could truly make a splash at the deadline is if one of his established stars 
— such as Brent Burns — asks for a change of scenery.  

St. Louis Blues 

Status: Buyers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: Zero 

Notable UFAs: Jordan Binnington, Jaden Schwartz, Mike Hoffman, 
Alexander Steen, Tyler Bozak, Carl Gunnarsson, Nathan Walker 

Notable RFAs: Jordan Kyrou, Ivan Barbashev, Robert Thomas, Zach 
Sanford, Jacob De La Rose, Vince Dunn 

The Blues have been ravaged by injuries to key players this season, a 
situation that has made it difficult for GM Doug Armstrong to properly 
evaluate his club. Vladimir Tarasenko returned to the lineup on the 
weekend, injecting the club with some much-needed skill and 
experience. But the status of the likes of Robert Thomas, Colton 
Parayko, Jaden Schwartz, Tyler Bozak, Ivan Barbashev and Jacob de la 
Rose are all up in the air — leaving Armstrong uncertain of how much 
money he’ll have to play with at the deadline. Perhaps all of these 
players returning to the lineup over the next month or two can act as 
quasi-deadline deal additions for Armstrong and the Blues, who have 
managed to stay in a fight for first place despite the injuries.  

Vegas Golden Knights 

Status: Buyers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $140,931 

Notable UFAs: Tomas Nosek, Alec Martinez, Oscar Dansk 

Notable RFAs: None 

One thing we’ve learned is that the Golden Knights like to make a splash 
around the trade deadline. Last year, they landed Robin Lehner and Alec 
Martinez to bolster their back end. The season before that they reeled in 
the biggest fish in Mark Stone. And in their first year of existence, they 
pushed all their chips into the middle of the table to acquire Tomas Tatar. 
But with the team playing so well and having virtually no cap space, one 
has to wonder if GM Kelly McCrimmon needs to do anything to improve 
his club in the weeks ahead. The Golden Knights are content with their 
combination of top-six forwards, so any addition would likely be a depth 
forward added to the bottom-six group. 

Central Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Status: Buyers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $11.7 million 

Notable UFAs: Dougie Hamilton, Brock McGinn, Jordan Martinook, 
Cedric Paquette, Petr Mrazek, James Reimer 

Notable RFAs: Andrei Svechnikov, Jake Bean, Warren Foegele 

We should probably start with a bit of information more people need: The 
Hurricanes are an elite team. They’re top five in point percentage league-
wide. Riding shotgun to Tampa Bay in the Central obscures that a bit. 
So, yes, it’d be cool to see them go get someone. Maybe they can turn 
one bit of business — clearing their logjam of decent defensemen ahead 
of the expansion draft — into another. Jake Bean and Haydn Fleury 
seem like potential candidates for GM Don Waddell to move. They also 
have new deals for Hamilton and Svechnikov to worry about, so adding 
long-term money doesn’t make much sense. They’ve been linked to 
Mikael Granlund in the past, and he fits the bill; a creative, versatile 
offensive piece on an expiring $3.75 million deal. Sam Bennett ($2.55 
million, pending RFA) could also get a look here, especially if Carolina 
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believes that he can continue looking twice as good in the playoffs as the 
regular season, but it’s also easy to imagine new-old Flames coach 
Darryl Sutter falling in love with him over the next few weeks. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Status: Sellers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: Zero 

Notable UFAs: Mattias Janmark, Carl Soderberg 

Notable RFAs: David Kampf, Lucas Wallmark, Pius Suter, Brandon 
Hagel, Nikita Zadorov 

The Blackhawks are in a weird spot. They’re not an actual contender, but 
they really weren’t supposed to be, either. Despite that — largely 
because the Central turned out to be so top-heavy — they’re in a playoff 
spot. So, what do you do if you’re GM Stan Bowman? Wait, for one thing. 
Their next six games are against Florida and Tampa Bay, two teams 
ahead of them in the division. By the end of that, the decision might be 
made … and Dylan Strome may officially enter the market. He’s young 
(24), cheap ($3 million, one year remaining), productive and would 
immediately become one of the best centers available. The Blackhawks, 
moving forward, will have Kirby Dach, Jonathan Toews, Philipp 
Kurashev, Pius Suter and David Kampf as options down the middle. If 
Strome doesn’t fit in their plans on the top two lines, he might be more 
valuable as a trade piece. Chicago also has some more obvious bait in 
Soderberg ($1 million) and Janmark ($2.25 million), who are decent 
depth forward options. Soderberg is probably the better bet there; his 
point production has ticked upward of late, and his expected goals-for 
percentage of nearly 59 is best among Chicago’s regular forwards. 
Another interesting name is Calvin de Haan, on track to be exposed in 
the expansion draft. His contract ($4.55 million AAV, one year remaining) 
is rough, but the defense market isn’t deep. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Status: Sellers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $7 million 

Notable UFAs: Nick Foligno, David Savard, Riley Nash, Mikhail 
Grigorenko, Michael Del Zotto 

Notable RFAs: Patrik Laine, Alexandre Texier, Kevin Stenlund 

At some point, the Blue Jackets are going to have to come to terms with 
their season and how it’s gone. They’re drifting south in a soft division, 
much more likely to be out of contention than in come April, and have 
multiple movable pieces on the roster. We’ll start with Savard, who 
checks a whole lot of attractive boxes. He’s 30, a right shot and on an 
expiring deal with a $4.25 million AAV. That alone makes him valuable. 
Throw in the fact that he’s pretty good — the rare physical, “shutdown” 
defenseman who’s actually good at shutting stuff down — and you’ve got 
a nice piece. He’d be a decent fit in Winnipeg, as Murat Ates covered 
earlier. He’d be a decent fit in Philly. He’d be a decent fit in Edmonton. 
Really, he’d be a decent fit for any team that loses out on the Ekholm 
sweepstakes. Just a solid player who has more value to Columbus as a 
trade piece. Foligno is on an expiring deal as well ($5.5 million AAV), but 
his situation is a lot more complicated; he’s the captain, with deep ties to 
the franchise and city, and he has a no-movement clause. Who’s to say 
both sides wouldn’t be interested in a trade to a contender then an 
offseason return? He hasn’t scored more than 17 goals in a season since 
2016-17, but he’s the kind of player — a versatile, physical leader — that 
contender GMs fall in love with. He’d make a lot of sense in Florida, for 
one, with former Blue Jackets assistant GM Bill Zito at the helm. Beyond 
that, guys like Michael Del Zotto (6/7, left-side puck mover) and Riley 
Nash (fourth-line forward) fill roles that teams target at the deadline. 

Dallas Stars 

Status: Sellers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: Zero 

Notable UFAs: Andrew Cogliano, Blake Comeau, Jamie Oleksiak, Mark 
Pysyk 

Notable RFAs: Miro Heiskanen, Jason Dickinson 

Given where Dallas is in the division (ahead of just Detroit), moving out 
guys like Comeau and Pysyk, if possible, should be a foregone 
conclusion, even if the return is minimal. There’s no point in keeping 
them around. Get an asset, move on and hope next season is less of an 
injury-filled disaster. Cogliano is a reliable, versatile bottom-six option, 
even if he’s not going to get anyone 20-plus-goal production at this point 
in his career. Oleksiak, as a better player, presents a more interesting 
case. He’s a positive possession player with solid expected goal 
numbers, a nice cap hit ($2.137 million) and a very good postseason 
performance in his recent past. Throw in that he’s a left shot who can 
play the right side, and he should be on the radar. Why shouldn’t the 
Stars make him available? The bigger question, as raised by Scott 
Burnside, is John Klingberg. He’s a star with one year left at $4.25 
million. If someone blows GM Jim Nill away with an offer, maybe he’d 
listen. Jamie Benn and Tyler Seguin count almost $20 million against the 
cap, and the Heiskenan extension looms.  

Detroit Red Wings 

Status: Sellers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $39.1 million 

Notable UFAs: Bobby Ryan, Darren Helm, Sam Gagner, Marc Staal, 
Patrik Nemeth, Valtteri Filppula, Luke Glendening, Jon Merrill 

Notable RFAs: Tyler Bertuzzi, Christian Djoos, Filip Hronek, Adam Erne, 
Mathias Bromé 

The Bobby Ryan and Marc Staal era in Detroit, someday, will be judged 
as a full-on success. Ryan, 33, has been a 0.5 PPG player and more 
than justified his $1 million deal. It’s easy to see GM Steve Yzerman 
flipping him to a team looking for some offensive ability on a third line — 
Boston? — for a second- or third-round pick. Staal, meanwhile, has been 
serviceable enough for Yzerman to conceivably pull a double flip; the 
Rangers gave Detroit a second-round pick to take his deal, and now 
Yzerman might be able to get another pick for him by eating some of his 
remaining cap hit. Not bad at all. Glendening would be an interesting 
fourth-line center addition for some team, though — as we’ve said — 
there are no shortages there. Nemeth is a shot suppressor on the left 
side. Gagner has seven points and solid underlying numbers. Djoos 
makes sense if your team has a hole on its power play. Any and all of 
them should move. The bigger question is how closely Yzerman would 
listen to calls about guys like Tyler Bertuzzi and Anthony Mantha, and 
whether Jonathan Bernier is the best goalie on the market. It’s going to 
be a busy month. 

Florida Panthers 

Status: Buyers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $16.3 million 

Notable UFAs: Alexander Wennberg, Vinnie Hinostroza, Chris Driedger 

Notable RFAs: Anthony Duclair, Juho Lammikko, Mason Marchment, 
Riley Stillman, Gustav Forsling, Noah Juulsen 

We said it about the Hurricanes, but it applies to the Panthers, too; 
they’re top-five in point percentage and should proceed as such. Not a 
bad time to have a bunch of available space, especially since they could 
use a middle-six forward and third-pairing defenseman. Gagner wouldn’t 
be a bad addition here; he really is having a statistically solid season and 
fits in with the culture Zito has built over the last few months. We 
mentioned Foligno earlier; the Panthers would be wise to work around 
the margins and add a couple pieces without endangering the build. 
There’s certainly no reason for them to start selling off, with an asterisk 
next to backup Chris Driedger’s name. He’s on The Athletic’s big board 
because the Panthers stand to lose him in the expansion draft and could 
get a legitimate asset in return. 

Nashville Predators 

Status: Sellers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: $13.3 million 

Notable UFAs: Pekka Rinne, Mikael Granlund, Erik Haula, Luca Sbisa, 
Brad Richardson 

Notable RFAs: Juuse Saros, Dante Fabbro, Eeli Tolvanen 
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If the untouchables in Nashville are Rinne, Roman Josi and Ryan Ellis, 
the for-sale sign is on for everyone else. We’ve mentioned Granlund a 
few times, for good reason. He’s a 50-60 point player who comes with 
minimal commitment. Ekholm is the best defensemen widely known to be 
on the market. Filip Forsberg is a 30-goal scorer over the course of a full 
season. That also means he should net a Mark Stone-style package, with 
a top prospect and high pick coming back. If the Predators are really 
committed to a rebuild, though, they should move Forsberg, whether it’s 
now or in the offseason; he’s got a year left on his deal. Calle Jarnkrok 
($2 million AAV, one year remaining) can chip in 10-15 goals with decent 
possession numbers in the middle of a lineup. Viktor Arvidsson’s contract 
($4.25 million AAV, three years remaining) isn’t good, but he’s still just 27 
with 29-, 31- and 34-goal seasons in his history. A particularly interesting 
name is Dante Fabbro, who’s been a positive possession/expected goals 
player this season. Fabbro is a 22-year-old, top-four-capable right shot, 
which don’t often hit the market. Like Forsberg, he’d be difficult to pry 
away, but he’s certainly worth an ask, especially if the Predators’ focus 
pivots solely to amassing assets and flexibility. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Status: Buyers 

Projected Deadline Cap Space: Zero 

Notable UFAs: Blake Coleman, Barclay Goodrow, Anders Nilsson 

Notable RFAs: Alexander Volkov, Cal Foote 

We’re calling the best team in hockey “buyers” because there’s no 
reason for them to sell, but their cap situation remains dire. The only 
reason they’re in the clear for this season is Nikita Kucherov’s LTIR 
designation. As Scott Powers wrote earlier this month, GM Julien 
BriseBois might be wise to acquire Brent Seabrook’s contract as another 
way to free up space for next year — but that’s not a hockey trade, and it 
comes with its own set of challenges. So, expect Tampa Bay to let it ride, 
as constituted, and try to defend the Cup. There are worse situations. 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.11.2021 

1184984 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Ducharme's line changes propel Canadiens to near-
perfect win over Canucks 

 

Eric Engels 

 

Phillip Danault pumped his arms and then threw one over his shoulder to 
shed a silverback gorilla. 

Forget about getting the monkey off there with his first goal in 24 games 
and almost three full periods of a 25th, this was a much bigger beast to 
conquer. It gave the 28-year-old a thrill he needed and punctuated a 5-1 
win Wednesday for the Montreal Canadiens over the Vancouver 
Canucks. 

“Obviously, it feels really good,” Danault said. “You try to work as hard as 
you can and doing the right things every game, and sometimes it’s 
harder to score and you’ve got to stay positive. It was a big process, but, 
yeah, I had to stay positive. My wife was big for me there and I gotta give 
a hand to her as well. And also my teammates were really positive with 
me and just supported me. They know the player I am, they know what I 
can do, and they trust me.” 

With the way the Canadiens played, they could’ve won 10-1. They 
probably would’ve if not for Vancouver’s Thatcher Demko, who put up 
one of the best performances you’ll ever see from a goaltender who 
allowed five goals. 

This was a throttling from the Canadiens, who improved their record to 
12-6-7, allowing them to maintain the third-best points percentage in the 
North Division. It was as close to the perfect game Dominique Ducharme 
has been coaching them toward since he took over from Claude Julien 
on Feb. 24. Carey Price made 24 saves and the team in front of him 

made the most of changes implemented by the coach before the puck 
dropped. 

Everyone in the right chair 

It’s a clear-cut top-six, with every player belonging, and the Canadiens 
look like a different team in the offensive zone because of it. 

Ducharme opted to reunite Josh Anderson with Nick Suzuki and 
Jonathan Drouin, and Brendan Gallagher slid to the right of Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and Tyler Toffoli. That dropped Joel Armia to a third line with 
Danault and Tomas Tatar, and left Paul Byron and Jake Evans with 
Corey Perry. 

The Canadiens reaped the rewards all game because of it — particularly 
in a tone-setting first period. 

They rolled over the Canucks in the opening frame, outscoring them 1-0, 
out-shooting them 16-4 and edging them in shot attempts 29-7. On top of 
that, they drew two power plays by holding onto pucks and executing 
perfectly on what Toffoli outlined as a strategy prior to the game. 

“I think we’re trying to put a lot more pressure on them, create more 
turnovers,” Montreal’s leading goal scorer said. “If we have possession of 
the puck and everything, teams are bound to get their sticks on us and 
grab us a little bit.” 

It’s something the Canadiens hadn’t done enough of prior to this game, 
which is part of the reason they were 27th in the NHL in drawing power 
plays. Even under Ducharme, with their system trending toward being 
more aggressive, they had drawn just 11 power plays in six games. 

They drew five in the game Wednesday. And they may have only scored 
one on the power play, but it certainly would’ve generated more if not for 
Demko, who was brilliant on the penalty kill — and in every other 
situation. 

But the Canadiens’ power play created the momentum for Kotkaniemi to 
open the scoring at 5-on-5 at the end of a shift that he, Toffoli and 
Gallagher dominated. It created the momentum for a dominant shift in the 
second period and came through later when Shea Weber blasted one 
home to make it 3-1. 

Drouin, Suzuki and Anderson had it going on at 5-on-5. The Kotkaniemi 
line created momentum for the Danault line to thrive in more favourable 
matchups, and each of those two lines controlled over 92 per cent of the 
shot attempts through the first 40 minutes. 

It gave the Evans line momentum to capitalize early in the second period 
when Perry hit the board to make it 2-0 on a play that started with Evans 
stretching the ice from his own zone. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Byron made a great play on the 2-on-1 that ensued to give Perry his 
fourth goal of the season. 

In the third, the Canadiens got one from Danault, and one from Jeff 
Petry, who now leads all NHL defencemen with 10 goals. 

One last note on the line changes Ducharme made, he went with Byron, 
Danault and Anderson together off the opening draw just to get the 
Canadiens jumpstarted with three of their most energetic players. A 
crafty move that paid dividends, even if it didn’t generate a goal. 

Weber’s unit finally came through 

On Tuesday, we spoke with Alex Burrows, former Vancouver Canucks 
super-pest who now runs Montreal’s power play as Ducharme’s assistant 
coach. Burrows expressed a clear vision for how to optimize having 
Weber on a unit that wasn’t working at all. 

“Shea’s got one of the best shots in the league or the best one-timer I’ve 
seen,” said Burrows. “He’s a weapon, for sure, on your unit. Teams' PKs 
are going to shadow him as much as they can so they don’t let that shot 
come out. For me, I have different (formations) and Shea, when he’s on 
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the flank, I’d love to see him tee it off every time he has a chance. If 
we’re able to tee it up for him, that would be a great play.” 

In order to get Weber to that spot, you need to hound the puck and force 
the penalty killers to another area of the ice. That’s what Anderson, 
Suzuki and Toffoli did, recovering the puck for Drouin, who sent a perfect 
pass over to Weber for the goal. 

They had shown some of that same intensity on Montreal’s first power 
play of the game. They built on it and scored their first goal under 
Burrows, who took over when Kirk Muller was fired along with Julien. 

Rogers Hometown Hockey 

This season, home is where the hockey is. Experience Rogers 
Hometown Hockey. 

Down a D 

There was just under five minutes left in the first when Ben Chiarot 
decided to take a fight offer from J.T. Miller. 

They had been in a matchup against each other going back to Monday’s 
2-1 shootout loss for the Canadiens, this was the sixth game between 
Vancouver and Montreal, and the animosity had clearly boiled over. 

Now, if you thought Chiarot had no reason to take that fight with the 
Canadiens in full control of the period, that’s understandable. But with the 
Canucks missing top centre Elias Pettersson, and with Miller serving as a 
fill-in at the position, that’s far from a bad tradeoff for Chiarot for five 
minutes. 

Unfortunately for him, he hurt his hand with a haymaker to Miller’s face 
and was gone for the remaining 45. 

In his absence, the Canadiens got a look at Brett Kulak, Joel Edmundson 
and Alexander Romanov with Weber. They can opt to continue with the 
experiment with one of them joining Weber Thursday in Calgary, or they 
can plug Victor Mete right in there. 

With the Montreal blue line deeper, and with no injuries there to date, 
Mete, who’s played 176 NHL games, has only appeared in five of their 25 
games this season. But he’s also played just under half his ice time in the 
NHL as Weber’s partner, and the pair has generated positive numbers in 
every key 5-on-5 category — from owning a 51.91 per cent of the shot 
attempts to producing 54.55 per cent of the expected goals to scoring 50 
goals and only allowing 40. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Can Darryl Sutter succeed with Flames? Former players 
weigh in 

 

Eric Francis 

 

Blood splattered across his face from a nose so badly banged up it 
brought tears to his eyes, Mike Commodore tried his best to get back into 
the play. 

Visually impaired and in a great deal of pain thanks to a Patrick Marleau 
shove into the dasher, the Calgary Flames defender did his best to help 
thwart a San Jose scoring chance before scampering back to the bench. 

It was there he was soon greeted by Darryl Sutter, who took time during 
an intense 2004 playoff moment to bluntly question the 23-year-old’s 
manhood. 

"I was so pissed," said Commodore. 

"I turned around as I’m wiping tears from my eyes and blood is pouring 
all over me and before I say something I realize what he’s trying to do. I 
thought, ‘I’ll show you.’" 

I’ll show you. 

It’s exactly the response Sutter has been brought back to Calgary to elicit 
from a group of underachieving Flames. 

Although armed with a legendary ability to push all the right buttons on 
players over parts of four decades, the 62-year-old Sutter replaces Geoff 
Ward with a litany of questions surrounding what comes next. 

Who better than a handful of his former Flames players to try answering 
them? 

Eleven years after losing a Stanley Cup Final alongside Sutter in 
Calgary, Robyn Regehr won one with the coach in Los Angeles. He said 
the coach softened a touch over the years but succeeded with the same 
building blocks and beliefs he had in Calgary. 

Andrew Ference credits Sutter with teaching him what it took to stay in 
the league as long as he did, while Rhett Warrener believes Sutter’s 
ability to define roles and expectations for players is second to none. 

Matt Stajan was acquired from Toronto when Sutter was the Flames GM 
and saw that by connecting with players, he could better understand how 
to help raise their games. 

All five believe the Flames thrived under Sutter’s coaching for two-and-a-
half years because of his approach and ability to read people, which 
leads to the obvious first question ahead of Thursday night's debut… 

Will this work? 

Warrener: "I think it can. The biggest criticism of the team is 
inconsistency and lack of compete, and that’s kind of his M.O. The 
pieces of this team look like they should be adding up to more and he 
can bring them together." 

Stajan: "I think it makes sense. The team needs a spark. I think Darryl is 
a guy who can bring the best out of the players and that’s what this team 
needs right now. Unfortunately for Geoff Ward the way it was trending 
meant that if you were bringing someone else in, Darryl was the perfect 
guy." 

Commodore: "Honestly, I do think it can work. I think it could be hard on 
a couple guys. 

It’s going to be fascinating to watch. I’d love to be a fly on the wall when 
he comes into the room and starts pushing buttons because he doesn’t 
care who you are. It will test some personalities." 

Regehr: "It will be entertaining! In my opinion, the current team is 
comfortable right now. They’ve said the right things and they’re 
comfortable underperforming. A guy like Darryl will not stand for that. 
He’s going to push all the buttons he can to make it uncomfortable for 
them to be like that. He comes from the most competitive family I’ve ever 
seen in my life. Those brothers learned to compete for everything, from 
the last baked potato to games in the barn. 

He loves to win and if you don’t get on the bus with what he’s trying to do 
he’s going to make your life difficult." 

Will his approach have to change with today’s athletes? 

Warrener: "I don’t think so. Everyone talks about today’s players, but they 
still want clear pictures – they don’t want to read the tea leaves to know 
where they stand. Darryl is hard on guys and there are things he 
recognizes he can’t say anymore. I think winning gives you clarity on how 
hard you can go. You win and you have a little more confidence and 
clarity." 

Ference: "The game has changed, but at the core of it his biggest 
strength is his ability to muster the absolute best of everybody on a 
consistent basis. He taught us how to be pros and ultra-consistent. Styles 
and generations change but figuring guys out and pushing their buttons 
and making them accountable doesn’t go out of style." 

Home of the Flames 

Stream every Calgary Flames game this season with Sportsnet NOW. 
Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Can he restore the team’s hard-hitting identity? 
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Regehr: "What I’m excited about is this team having an identity again. 
The team I’ve watched the last couple years, I couldn’t tell you what the 
identity of the Flames was. That’s something he really harps on, to be a 
hard team to play against, to be tough at home or a top-five penalty kill – 
whatever they put out. As soon as a visiting team knows they’re going to 
get run out of the rink in the first period and that it’s not going to be an 
easy game, that’s when you have an identity." 

Warrener: "I think the identity will be there and I think the guys here can 
play that – the playoff last year gave us a glimpse of that. If you’re seeing 
hitting at least that speaks to the commitment the guys are making. I 
don’t think it’s the Legion of Doom, but playing with that commitment, 
everyone sees that and buys in. If you watched that game Saturday, was 
there an identity there? You bet, and he wasn’t even in the building." 

Who might struggle? 

Regehr: "What I found is that players who were selfish, who were only 
interested in themselves and how many points they got in a 4-1 loss, that 
type of player is going to be in trouble. The player who uses the creative 
side of the brain more, who can sometimes seem aloof has a little more 
difficult time under a coach like Darryl. I think Gaudreau and Monahan 
are going to be very intriguing to watch. How they handle it. I would think 
most people would think of Johnny right away – smaller and more skilled 
and more on the outside. Sean Monahan is a big centreman and I would 
argue that maybe he hasn’t been able to elevate his game when needed. 
Maybe Darryl can push some buttons there and help him find another 
level." 

Commodore: "If it was a country club in there before it won’t be anymore. 
Things are about to get a lot harder in that room and that’s a good thing. 
If you work, Darryl is going to like you." 

What if he’s unable to help them make the playoffs this year? 

Stajan: "You make this change and see what you can get out of this 
group. There have been lots of coaches here and everyone knows what 
he brings. He’s a good evaluator too, so I think he’ll have a good idea of 
what the pulse is of each player and if you could win with them. I think 
that’s how you move forward." 

What do you most look forward to? 

Regehr: "The thing I’m looking forward to the most are the little press 
clips he gives – the dry wit and whatever else he would throw in there." 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL trade candidate tiers: Names to pay attention to 
ahead of the deadline 

 

Rory Boylen 

 

Though this year's NHL trade deadline falls on April 12, and thus we're 
just about a month out, there is a lot of belief that more business could 
get done earlier this season so teams can deal with any quarantine and 
get their acquired player for more than a handful of post-deadline games. 

Just how busy this deadline will be is a big question. On one hand, you 
have the economic reality around the league. That captures a flat salary 
cap with around half the league's teams using LTIR, and that fans are 
only starting to trickle back into some arenas, so revenues are far from 
usual levels. How many owners will be looking to spend? How many 
GMs will want to add salary that carries into next season? 

On the other, look at this list. There are nearly 50 names of players who 
are believed to be available on some level. Some of these players would 
take a substantial return, while others could move for whatever assets 
their current team is able to get. Not all of these players will be traded of 
course, but it gives you the idea of the possibilities that are out there this 
trade season. 

What that divide between buyers and sellers ultimately settles as will be 
a huge factor in how busy deadline season is. And that's how we should 
view this year's deadline: it's less a "day" than a "season" and it starts 
right now. 

With all these complexities on the market, rather than rank a top 20 or 
25, or list the most likely candidates to be moved, this season we're 
putting rumoured names into various tiers depending on their type and 
potential availability. We will continue to update this list between now and 
April 12. 

THE RENTAL MARKET 

Mikael Granlund, Nashville: Among many struggling Predators. 
Granlund, 29, never put up the offence he did with the Minnesota Wild, 
but presents intriguing upside for at least a one-off playoff run. And if he 
clicks in a new spot, maybe there's an extension to be had. 

Tanner Pearson, Vancouver: The Canucks are playing better lately and 
GM Jim Benning said last week that he wanted to try and re-sign the 
winger. But with the cap situation what it is, Pearson is also a struggling 
depth scorer who could hold some value for that role in certain places 
around the league. Recouping assets for a player like this is usually what 
teams in Vancouver's place do. 

Why Jim Benning is not ready to move on from Travis Green yet 

Taylor Hall, Buffalo: Hall is in the classic rental situation. Star scorer on 
the last year of his contract getting traded for futures to help some 
contender's top six. But this is different for a few reasons. One: Hall has 
just two goals in 23 games. Two: How many teams are looking to add, 
and can fit, a salary like Hall's the rest of the way? Three: He has a full 
no-move clause. Four: He's mentioned being open to re-signing in 
Buffalo, which could provide better security than heading to free agency 
again. Given his struggles and the uncertain market, what would a return 
on a Hall trade look like today compared to last season, when Arizona 
gave up a first-rounder, third-rounder and three prospects? 

Eric Staal, Buffalo: His numbers aren't there this season -- eight points 
and a minus-15 in 23 games -- but there will always be a market for 
centre depth and Staal is one of the best rentals available at that 
position. 

Ryan Dzingel, Ottawa: The Sens acquired Dzingel for Alex Galchenyuk 
and Cedric Paquette a month ago and it would be a surprise if he's not 
flipped again. Dzingel wasn't fitting or producing with the Hurricanes and 
the hope would be that he gets back to the level he was at with the Sens 
two years ago and creates a market. When the Sens traded him away in 
2019 he returned Anthony Duclair and a second-round pick. 

Artem Anisimov, Ottawa: It hasn't been Anisimov's season by any 
measure, but still, he could be a target for a franchise just looking for 
centre/wing depth. 

Brandon Sutter, Vancouver: Strong on faceoffs and a penalty kill 
presence. The Canucks need to be thinking of ways to alleviate the 
pressure applied by bottom-six cap hits, making Sutter a strong 
candidate to move. 

Brandon Montour, Buffalo Sabres: Another player it just never worked out 
for in Buffalo. The Sabres will not recoup the assets they gave up to get 
Montour in 2019 (Brendan Guhle, first-round pick), but the right-shot 
blueliner has more to give with the right D partner. 

Niklas Hjalmarsson, Arizona Coyotes: The Coyotes could be a 
fascinating deadline team. They're contending for a playoff spot right 
now, but have a need for futures after they were fined draft picks. They 
may also be looking to shed salary. At 33, Hjalmarsson is a veteran who 
could give you shorthanded minutes. He has a full no-move clause. 

Alex Goligoski, Arizona Coyotes: Similar to Hjalmarsson, Goligoski is at a 
stage in his career where he might just not fit with the direction anymore. 
He has a modified no-trade list, but would be an attractive top-four 
upgrade with more offensive upside than Hjalmarsson (though Goligoski 
has managed only two points so far in 2021). 

Patrick Marleau, San Jose Sharks: Just 22 games away from breaking 
Gordie Howe's all-time games played record, would the Sharks deal him 
before that milestone? They traded him to Pittsburgh at last year's 
deadline for a conditional pick. Marleau has five points in 23 games this 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 11, 2021 

 

season after going pointless in four playoff games with the Pens last 
summer. 

Carl Soderberg, Chicago Blackhawks: Fairly productive player, wins over 
51 per cent of his faceoffs and useful in most situations. Soderberg is a 
flexible option for the bottom six, who could move up in a tight pinch. 

David Savard, Columbus Blue Jackets: If Columbus fades they'll have to 
consider any option and that includes the 30-year-old Savard. He could 
confidently slide into a top four, and possibly be a nice complement to 
some team's No. 1. Savard would be one of the best rental blueliners 
available. 

Bobby Ryan, Detroit Red Wings: After a great start to the season, Ryan 
has just two goals in his past 22 games. Few players combine value and 
big-game upside better than Ryan in his market. 

Luke Glendening, Detroit: There's always a market for a bottom-six 
centre who wins draws as frequently as Glendening (67.7 per cent this 
season) and can be counted on for the penalty kill. 

Brad Richardson, Nashville Predators: More defensive depth, Richardson 
is a right winger who can give you dependable PK minutes and step in 
for a draw in a pinch. 

Kyle Palmieri, New Jersey Devils: If Palmieri is available, he'd likely bring 
the Devils a nice return of futures, but it would cost them one of the more 
consistent goal scorers around. Palmieri is one of the top adds for teams 
in need of secondary scoring help. 

Marc Staal, Detroit Red Wings: He'll have final say in any trade with his 
no-move clause, but Staal could bring the Wings at least a minor return. 
We can't underestimate how valued blue line depth is post-deadline. 

Travis Hamonic, Vancouver Canucks: With a full no-move clause, 
Hamonic likely won't waive for many places, but Winnipeg makes a lot of 
sense. 

EXCITING THOUGHT, BUT IT'S COMPLICATED 

Jack Eichel, Buffalo Sabres: It's an other off-the-rails season in Buffalo so 
another round of "will Jack Eichel get fed up and want out" has picked 
up. It was notable when last week GM Kevyn Adams had to confirm that 
Eichel has not asked for a trade. Now he's injured -- with speculation on 
how injured -- which would complicate a trade anyway, but even if he 
were healthy an in-season Eichel trade seems unlikely. Not only would 
the market be smaller than it could be in the summer months, but Adams 
is less than a year into his tenure and won't want to rush that decision. 

Johnny Gaudreau, Calgary Flames: If Darryl Sutter doesn't get this thing 
on track soon the Flames could be deadline sellers. Gaudreau's trade 
candidacy has been a long time coming and building to this window. If 
things spiral, could the Flames explore moving Gaudreau now and 
extract a bigger return out of a team that would get him for two runs at 
least? This, too, feels like an off-season move when bigger decisions on 
the core may have to be made. The Flames are a long way off from 
being eliminated from contention and Gaudreau is their leading scorer. 

Ryan Getzlaf, Anaheim Ducks: The Ducks are capital S Struggling this 
season and the offence is their biggest sore spot. Getzlaf is no longer the 
top player he once was, but still has that vision and playmaking ability to 
complement stars. Think a slightly younger Joe Thornton. Getzlaf will be 
36 in May, is in the final season of his contract and doesn't seem to fit the 
Ducks' direction. But he has a no-move clause, is a legacy player in the 
organization and GM Bob Murray doesn't seem to have any appetite to 
make the trade after 16 years. 

“I don’t want to hear this out of Toronto anymore,” Murray told The 
Athletic. “I’m tired of hearing how his name’s out there. The only way 
Ryan Getzlaf would ever go anywhere is if he came to me and said, ‘Bob, 
can you try to trade me to a contender again?’ I don’t think … he’s never 
said he wants to do that. He never will. As for next year, we’ve talked and 
we’re going to see how he feels after this year. We’ll see how his body 
feels. We’ll see how it’s going. He may just say I don’t want to keep going 
through this little bit of this rebuild we’re doing here.' " 

Evgeni Malkin, Pittsburgh Penguins: When new management came in 
and the Penguins were struggling, the question about Malkin's trade 
candidacy had to be asked again. Since Brian Burke and Ron Hextall's 
arrival, though, Malkin has been finding an old form and has 13 points in 

those 14 games. The Penguins have turned a corner too, with a 10-4-0 
record. Burke and Hextall talked about improving this year's team if it 
performed, so an in-season Malkin deal now seems less likely. 

Kris Letang, Pittsburgh Penguins: He may not be peak Letang anymore, 
but the soon-to-be 34-year-old is still the Penguins' No. 1 defender. Like 
Malkin, it'd be hard to move Letang now, one year out from his contract 
expiring, while the team. is competing. There was a rumour former GM 
Jim Rutherford wanted to moved Letang and was rebuffed by ownership, 
but he denied that last week. 

Filip Forsberg, Nashville Predators: Of all the names in this tier of long 
shots, Forsberg's is the one that may be most likely to move. It's far from 
a sure thing, but the Preds are so obviously in need of a shake up. It'd 
take a big offer to get Forsberg with another season left on his deal, but 
it's not often players like him come available at 26 years old. Preds GM 
David Poile doesn't sound like a motivated seller, but he also kept the 
door open a crack. 

"I try to be open with everybody because you're exchanging information, 
you want to hear what people have to say so you don't want to set up any 
barriers to any conversation," Poile told ESPN radio. "Having said that I 
really don't think Filip Forsberg is going to be a guy we have any interest 
in trading at this time." 

THE GOALIE MARKET 

Jonathan Quick, Los Angeles Kings: The biggest hurdles to a Quick trade 
is that he's prone to injury and has a $5.8 million cap hit for another two 
seasons, but what if the Kings retain a portion of that? Quick is actually 
owed only $2.5 million and $3 million in those last two seasons. 
Goaltending depth is a priority around the league, and though it's been 
three years since Quick was remotely close to the goalie who won two 
Stanley Cups, he has been moderately better lately. Cal Petersen's play 
has earned him more playing time. 

Ryan Miller, Anaheim Ducks: The 40-year-old would probably have some 
say as to whether he's available or not, despite the lack of a no-trade 
clause, but if he were available he'd be one of the more reliable and 
experienced backups out there. 

Antti Raanta, Arizona Coyotes: Depending on where the Coyotes are and 
what the organization's mindset is, Raanta could be an interesting 
addition to the trade market. He had a .921 save percentage last season, 
though it has been a bit bumpy in 2021. The pending UFA wouldn't be 
expansion draft eligible for an acquiring team, but would beef up the 
position for a run this season. But the Coyotes themselves are still very 
much in it and the injury to Darcy Kuemper complicates this now. 

Martin Jones, San Jose Sharks: At this rate, Jones will go three years in 
a row with a save percentage below .900. He makes $5.75 million for 
another three years and there isn't much salary relief as it goes. He's a 
buyout candidate for San Jose and certainly will be left unprotected to 
Seattle -- which is what could give him some value to another team if the 
Sharks retain salary. There just might be better, less messy options. 

Chris Driedger, Florida Panthers: The pending UFA has been one of the 
better underdog goalie stories of the year. As Sergei Bobrovsky starts 
building momentum, the Panthers could be made to feel better about 
moving Driedger, who has a .920 save percentage. 

Jonathan Bernier, Detroit Red Wings: Has been good enough in three 
years with the Red Wings and would be a good second stringer in the 
final season of his contract. 

Aaron Dell, New Jersey Devils: you have to wonder because the Devils 
got Dell on waivers for nothing and, as a pending UFA, he'll be of more 
value to a playoff team than New Jersey if the Devils slip further out of 
the race. 

Jonas Johansson, Buffalo Sabres: As Buffalo considers everything, 
putting the 25-year-old Johansson out there has to be on the table. He 
has just an .892 save percentage in 11 NHL games across two seasons, 
but did show much better in the AHL a year ago. A No. 3 option for better 
teams, Johansson would bring depth and can be exposed to Seattle in 
the expansion draft. 

Alexandar Georgiev, New York Rangers: After a promising past two 
years as the backup in New York, Georgiev is struggling with consistency 
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at 25 years old. Might the Rangers seek a trade partner for this still-
young goalie and eye moving ahead with Keith Kinkaid as Igor 
Shesterkin's backup? 

THE DEPTH 

Sam Bennett, Calgary Flames: We know he's asked for a trade, but we 
also know he's been a valued playoff performer for the Flames and won't 
return that sort of value in a trade. Darryl Sutter's arrival might help 
Bennett's situation. 

Jake Virtanen, Vancouver Canucks: The Canucks have been trying to 
move him and he may be attractive as a reclamation project, but the 
problem is that Virtanen also comes with a $2.25 million cap hit next 
season with an actual salary of $3 million. 

Adam Henrique, Anaheim Ducks: He's already passed through waivers, 
which tells you something about his $5.825 million cap hit of a contract. 
The Ducks would need to retain a fair amount of salary to find a taker, 
but if you suddenly shave a couple million off his price tag, having 
Henrique as, say, a third-line centre would be a nice fit. 

Danton Heinen, Anaheim Ducks: Already linked to the Canucks, Heinen 
will be an RFA this summer who may even be a candidate to be left 
unqualified, but in the meantime he's a -- as Anthony Stewart might say -- 
tertiary offensive option. 

Matt Nieto, San Jose Sharks: A 28-year-old pending UFA, Nieto returned 
to San Jose on a one-year contract last off-season, but the Sharks are in 
a spot where they need assets rather than prioritizing re-signing bottom-
six forwards. Nieto can play PK minutes and is an inexpensive addition. 

Marcus Pettersson, Pittsburgh Penguins: It's been a down year for 
Pettersson after he signed a long-term contract with Pittsburgh. There 
may be a buyer looking for what Pettersson did a year ago, but his $4 
million cap hit could be an issue. 

HEAD TURNERS 

Mattias Ekholm, Nashville Predators: The best defenceman believed to 
be available, Ekholm makes just $3.75 million against the cap this 
season and next, making him affordable to any team. On one of the 
worst goal differential teams in the league, Ekholm's 65.22 GF 
percentage is the best mark on the Preds -- when he's on the ice 
Nashville is outscoring opponents 15-8. While Ekholm is hoping to 
remain a Predator his lack of trade protection, the team's general 
strength on defence, and that they're at a crossroads leave him as a 
trade candidate likely to bring a large return to help reshape the future. 

Clayton Keller, Arizona Coyotes: While a few other Coyotes have 
appeared on this list, those were all veterans, on short deals, without 
much of a long-term fit in Arizona. But Keller represents something 
different. He is signed at $7.15 million for another seven seasons and 
can be seen as a centrepiece of their future. But, he's also not been able 
to get back even close to his 65-point rookie performance in the past two 
seasons, so has that perception changed? As the Coyotes look to cut 
costs and rebuild their prospect and pick base, the 22-year-old Keller 
would be the player who could give them the best return on a single 
trade. He has been on a tear lately, though, and might prove too valuable 
to move in the end. 

Sam Reinhart, Buffalo Sabres: There aren't many bright spots in Buffalo 
this season, but Reinhart is one of them. As the headliners struggle, 
Reinhart has 11 goals and 19 points in 22 games with positive shot 
metrics and an expected goals for percentage in his favour. Reinhart has 
overcome the miserable situation around him for a pretty good start. He's 
making $5.2 million and is an RFA this summer. On one hand, he could 
bring the Sabres a nice return to move on with, but on the other trading 
away players who are actually performing is a risky proposition for a 
team stuck in the mud. 

Rasmus Ristolainen, Buffalo Sabres: A polarizing player that often splits 
the analytics and "old school" fans, Ristolainen has had a decent season 
all things considered. Shot attempts are actually in Buffalo's favour when 
he's on the ice at 5-on-5 and he has a solid eight points in 17 games. 
He's a $5.4 million blueliner and signed through another season. The 
Sabres may be motivated to move him before that deal expires and he's 
free to explore signing elsewhere. 

Travis Dermott, Toronto Maple Leafs: We're putting Dermott in this 
category because if he gets traded, it's probably going to be as part of a 
package for a "head turning" return. The Leafs need defensive depth, so 
giving up Dermott would present its own risk that could be offset by a 
specific, possibly high end, target. 

Remaining Time -1:07 

Travis Dermott on what fighting tips he got from Bogosian 

Vince Dunn, St. Louis Blues: Honestly, we were looking for this one to 
happen all last off-season when Dunn needed a new contract and the 
Blues didn't have much room. The two sides agreed on a one-year deal 
with a $1.875 million cap hit, which again will leave him as an RFA this 
off-season. He's a young (24) puck-mover with an affordable contract 
and controllable beyond this season. Most teams would be happy to 
have him within their top four. 

Anthony Mantha, Detroit Red Wings: The Wings are one of those teams 
considering all of its options and while we'd assume it'd be extremely 
hard, if not impossible, to pry Dylan Larkin out of there, Mantha could be 
a different story. Here you have a goal scorer who is maybe better used 
as a complementary producer so he's not taking a step to another level in 
Detroit. He's in his prime at 26, has 30-goal upside (though hasn't hit that 
mark yet in his career) and has a $5.7 million contract that runs another 
three years. 

Shayne Gostisbehere, Philadelphia Flyers: An up and down NHL career 
has brought us to this point where at 27, Gostisbehere is a bit of a project 
with tantalizing upside for a team looking to bolster its blue line. Much 
has been made about his bounce back season defensively in 
Philadelphia and maybe now some of his offence is starting to come 
back with five points in his past eight games. The Flyers aren't your 
traditional seller, though, so moving Gostisbehere would likely mean a 
somewhat substantial deal. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Report: Sharks considering voiding Evander Kane's 
contract 

 

Mike Johnston 

 

The San Jose Sharks have informed U.S. federal bankruptcy court that 
they are considering voiding Evander Kane’s contract, according to a 
report from Daniel Kaplan and Kevin Kurz of The Athletic. 

This is related to January’s news that Kane had filed for Chapter 7 
bankruptcy in the state of California. 

If Kane’s contract, according to the report, were to be voided it would be 
“sure to spark ferocious opposition from creditors, several of whom are 
banks whose loans to Kane are secured by his contract.” 

The 29-year-old Vancouver native listed $1.5 million in gambling losses, 
more than $26.8 million in total liabilities and more than $10.2 million in 
assets in the bankruptcy documents. 

Kane has four additional years remaining on the seven-year, $49-million 
contract he signed in 2018. 

Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman wrote, “The Players’ Association in 
particular would play a significant role in any termination conversation,” 
when addressing Kane’s situation in a previous 31 Thoughts column. 

In the bankruptcy filings, it was suggested Kane was considering opting 
out of the 2020-21 season but the winger has suited up for all 23 of San 
Jose’s games and is second on the team with nine goals and 20 points. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks reflect on how life has changed since pandemic 
paused play 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER -- One year ago, on March 10, 2020, the Vancouver 
Canucks won a 5-4 shootout thriller against the New York Islanders, 
pulling themselves back into playoff position with a big win that launched 
them into a road trip to Arizona and Colorado. 

Newest Canuck Tyler Toffoli scored another goal and Brock Boeser had 
just returned from a rib cartilage injury. Thatcher Demko was finding his 
game after struggling initially to replace injured goalie Jacob Markstrom. 

The city was buzzing about the game and playoff possibilities for the 
Canucks. 

Two days later, with the Canucks in the desert, the National Hockey 
League shut down indefinitely for the incoming coronavirus. 

Exactly a year later, the Canucks play the Montreal Canadiens on 
Wednesday night, without fans in Rogers Arena, desperately trying to 
catch up in the standings in a season shortened by the ongoing 
pandemic. 

And knowing what we know -- and what we’ve endured to get to this 
point -- this is far preferable to a year ago. 

“Going back to that time, it feels like so much has happened since then,” 
Canucks coach Travis Green said after Wednesday morning’s skate. 
“From a professional standpoint... that takes care of itself. We control 
what we can. Everyone's personal lives really got turned upside down. 
Thinking back to then... it was a scary time, wondering, a lot of question 
marks in your lives. And not just for us as players and coaches that work 
in the NHL -- and we're lucky to do so -- but society in general. 

“The world's trying to adapt and making the best out of a tough situation. 
I think that's one lesson you can take from it: Society is strong and we'll 
come out of this. Persevering is important, not just in sport but in life. It 
does seem like a long time ago but in the big picture, a year isn't that 
long. Hopefully we're on the way out of this now with the vaccine and the 
way the world is adapting to it.” 

The NHL, of course, remained closed until July, when 24 teams went to 
training camp for an extraordinary summer Stanley Cup tournament that 
was played in “bubbles” in Toronto and Edmonton without a single player 
or staff member testing positive for COVID-19. 

The Canucks won two playoff rounds in August -- their first post-season 
success since the 2011 team lost Game 7 of the Stanley Cup Final. 

“When you talk about it being one year, it makes you realize it was a 
pretty long year as I'm sure it was for everyone around the world,” 
defenceman Tyler Myers said. “I just remember it happening very quickly. 
We heard some things about the NBA just before we got cancelled. Quite 
a few of us were out at dinner in Arizona when we finally got confirmation 
what was going on. And even then, we didn't really know what that 
meant. A lot of us -- we talk about it today -- thought we'd be back two or 
three weeks later. All of a sudden, we're playing in a bubble in the 
summer. It just threw everyone into some very strange times, and it's still 
strange looking back on it.” 

Remaining Time -1:38 

Canucks still have path to playoffs but need to keep pressure on 
Canadiens 

From a hockey standpoint, last March and August were like the good old 
days for the Canucks, who began the 2021 season 6-11-0, eradicating 
the positivity from last season and making it extremely unlikely that 
Vancouver will return to the playoffs this spring. 

But the Canucks are on a three-game winning streak for the first time 
since January, beating teams from Montreal and Toronto that had 
embarrassed them during Vancouver’s opening month. 

And a regulation win Wednesday over the Canadiens would move the 
Canucks within a single point behind Montreal in the North Division 
standings. The Canadiens have a whopping five games in-hand, but the 
standings are the standings and a single point would put a little pressure 
on Montreal. 

“We’re going into these games knowing, feeling, like it’s a big game,” 
Green said. “We’re into the second half now. We didn’t get as many wins 
as we wanted in the first half, so every game is important.” 

Demko will start in goal for the seventh time in eight games. Since 
winning the battle for the starting job over Braden Holtby one month ago, 
Demko’s save percentage of .935 ranks fourth in the NHL among goalies 
who have played at least five times. His save rate over the last five 
games is .963. 

Centre Elias Pettersson, out with an undisclosed injury, won't play until at 
least next week. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How the Maple Leafs' penalty kill could unlock another 
weapon 

Jets sent message to North Division's top team with win 

 

justin-bourne  

 

Just a few minutes into the Maple Leafs' Tuesday night loss to the 
Winnipeg Jets Mitch Marner rushed the puck up the ice shorthanded, 
with Zach Hyman streaking alongside him for a 2-on-1 that never turned 
into much. 

Earlier in the shift he had disrupted a pass and, for a fleeting second, it 
looked like it could turn into something dangerous for the Leafs, but that 
hope died before much developed, too. 

When Marner eventually changed, the next pair of Leafs forwards 
sparked another flicker of danger when Ilya Mikheyev hit a streaking Alex 
Kerfoot for another rush, but that time … OK fine, that time didn’t amount 
to squat either. It highlighted a bit of a theme with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs' PK -- they’re always sniffing out offensive chances, regularly 
creating them, yet nothing ever seems to come from those moments. 

There are currently four teams in the NHL left standing without a 
shorthanded goal on their resume through roughly half of this 56-game 
season, a rather hodgepodge group which oddly includes the Maple 
Leafs. 

There’s the lowly Buffalo Sabres, which, sure. No one has scored fewer 
goals than them. Then there are the Philadelphia Flyers, who have one 
of the worst PKs in the league, so maybe they get scored on before they 
get the chance to do much scoring. The Panthers are 20th in the league 
in PK percentage, but that’s not overly relevant here. 

What is relevant, and what binds the Sabres, Panthers and Flyers, is that 
each of them is in the bottom half of the league in scoring chances while 
shorthanded. Buffalo is tied with Detroit for dead last at five scoring 
chances each. Five! That’s a total of 10 chances through more than 50 
combined games. 

Toronto is not bound with these teams in the same way. Despite having 
zero shorthanded goals, the Leafs currently lead the NHL in shorthanded 
scoring chances with 28 through 27 games. They are apparently laden 
with players who are wildly gifted at creating shorthanded chances, but 
unfortunately, when they arrange themselves in a stretching circle, it 
seems their hands form a to-scale model of Stonehenge. 

It’s either that or they’ve just been wildly unlucky. 

Since all Leafs fans are like “cut the generalities and just say the specific 
name here,” I’m mostly referring to Mikheyev. With him there’s certainly 
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concern it’s a little bit more from column A (quality creator with stone 
hands), than column B (unlucky). 

As a team, the Leafs have the fourth-best shooting percentage in the 
NHL, but their players who actually kill penalties, boy, they aren’t the 
reason why. 

Mikheyev’s total of zero shorties comes despite him being first in the 
whole NHL in both shorthanded chances and shorthanded shots, with an 
expected goals for percentage of nearly 25 per cent. (That’s pretty good 
down a man.) Mikheyev’s had a hand in 16 of Toronto's 28 shorthanded 
chances. 

For context on shorthanded scoring, the Montreal Canadiens lead the 
NHL in shorties with a whopping seven, while Columbus has five. The 
Leafs are also in the top-five in expected goals with Montreal, Carolina 
and Tampa Bay (two shorties each) and Ottawa, who’s also been a little 
unlucky, tallying just one shorty to date … ironically against the Leafs. 

If you sort the NHL table by scoring chances, no other team in the top 
half of the league has zero goals. 

Numbers are always helpful, but there’s nothing quite like watching it play 
out in video form to get a sense for just what it is that’s happening here. 

Remaining Time -2:18 

Maple Leafs penalty kill chances 

You can take video like that and offer retrospective recommendations for 
each moment, but in the end it boils down to the individual attributes of 
the players who kill for the Leafs. 

I’d say that when Mikheyev has a chance to shoot, he needs to mix in 
some piece of attempted deception first, drop a shoulder fake, anything. 
You can’t just pick a spot and shoot at it against NHL goalies. I’d say on 
a couple of those one-timers he may want to hold on to it for a half-
second to let the lunging goalies drop, but it’s tough to complain about 
getting a good hard shot off against a desperate goalie. 

In the end, Mikheyev is excellent at anticipating how plays develop and 
using his speed to get looks. Make no mistake, if he continues to 
generate chances like that, a couple will go in. 

The conversation here around Mikheyev once again speaks to this Leafs 
trend on the whole, as the type of players they use to kill penalties 
happen to be great generators and frustrating finishers (with the caveat 
being that if you generate enough, you still expect something to drop). 
Names like Alex Kerfoot, Zach Hyman and even Pierre Engvall -- regular 
Leafs PK guys -- are all bottom-half Leafs forwards in terms of shooting 
percentage. It just reaches a point where something has to give, and you 
would’ve expected that a while ago for this group. I certainly did, and I’ve 
been left waiting half their season now. 

And so with that, this is something to look for in the second half, but more 
importantly, come playoff time. Right now they’re not getting rewarded for 
the great opportunities they’re generating (partly because of the players 
generating them), but they’re proving they can generate them with 
consistency, and that’s half the battle. 

It only takes one goal to swing a game – and shorties hold heavy 
emotional sway - and in the post-season, that one goal that swings one 
game can swing a series. It feels like an added weapon the Leafs have 
that has yet to inflict damage, but they’re firing it often, and the possibility 
always looms that it could hit at just the right time. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.11.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / Burrows' passion, experience, messaging helping 
Canadiens improve power play 

 

Eric Engels 

 

It was a 45-minute breath of fresh air, with the words flowing out of 
Alexandre Burrows clearly and deliberately. 

The 39-year-old’s Zoom press conference provided a perfect explanation 
for why he was taken off the Laval Rocket bench, after just one year in 
the AHL, and promoted to replace Montreal Canadiens associate coach 
Kirk Muller on Feb. 24. 

It was one thing for general manager Marc Bergevin to repeat on that day 
that both Dominique Ducharme (taking over as head coach for Claude 
Julien) and Burrows would offer new voices to a Canadiens team in need 
of them, but it was another to hear Ducharme’s voice for ourselves over 
the last couple of weeks and to finally, on Tuesday, get a sample of what 
the players are experiencing beyond what we see on the ice with 
Burrows. 

It is there where he bounces from drill to drill with the energy of a 10-
year-old who just chugged six Pixie Sticks, but it was in some backroom 
of Rogers Arena, with the Canadiens’ makeshift backdrop behind him, 
that Burrows gave us a glimpse of the serious and measured guy who’s 
also spending his time crafting power-play schemes and conducting 
video tutorials off-ice. 

He spoke for a long time, but made it clear within seconds why he was 
the precise person chosen to join Ducharme’s bench. He told us what 
this opportunity means to him as a lifelong Canadiens fan who caught a 
lot of flak from his Vancouver Canucks teammates for never losing his 
allegiance to the team of his childhood, the team he would ritually watch 
play the early games while the Canucks were preparing to play the late 
ones. 

But Burrows also talked about how the last season in Laval prepared him 
for this and how 998 NHL games (regular season and post-season 
combined) gave him all the insight he needed to make this transition. He 
then shared how long-time Canucks assistant coach Newell Brown 
inspired the mentality he’s brought to reviving a Canadiens power play 
that struggled immensely under Muller but is suddenly clicking under his 
guidance. 

“He was always open,” Burrows said. “You could talk to him, share ideas, 
plans. We could comment on some stuff, so it was really working as a 
group. 

“He always had a plan, made sure it was clear, and there weren’t any 
grey areas. And there’s plans on the breakouts, on the in-zone, on 5-on-
3s, 4-on-3s, faceoffs, so it made it easier for players to play instead of 
always think, so it kind of became second nature going on the power 
play.” 

That’s what it’s looked like for one unit of Montreal’s power play since 
Burrows took over. 

It seems the plan has been crystal clear to Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Tomas 
Tatar, Brendan Gallagher, Corey Perry and Jeff Petry, and they’re 
executing as though it’s engrained. 

Now Burrows has to get the other unit going. The one with Jonathan 
Drouin and Shea Weber rotating from the top of the point to the flank, 
with Nick Suzuki and Tyler Toffoli switching off with each other in the 
bumper position, and with Josh Anderson in front of the net. 

It’s a unit filled with cerebral players in Drouin, Suzuki and Toffoli — 
crafty playmakers not unlike Henrik and Daniel Sedin, with whom 
Burrows enjoyed the greatest success of his career. 

When asked how he could lend some of what the Sedins did so 
successfully to this trio of bright Canadiens, Burrows pointed to simplicity. 

“I think we don’t have to force plays,” he said. “Even with the twins, they 
were efficient by being the experts at simple plays... It wasn’t always the 
crazy, between-the-legs saucer pass and back door and tic-tac-toes. The 
way they had success was by keeping it simple over and over and 
becoming experts at that. It comes down with execution. 

"It comes down with knowing where teammates are going to be on the 
ice, because the game is so fast now [that] if you take that extra second 
to hope that, or you’re wishing or holding onto the puck for an extra 
second to find a lane or find a guy and hoping that the guy’s going to be 
there, it’s going to be too late and you’ll be breaking out once again. So, 
we try to keep it clear, simple, efficient and direct.” 
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Canucks have no doubt Burrows is making an impact on Canadiens' 
bench 

But the challenge with that is avoiding being predictable. 

The Canadiens have been particularly predictable on this unit — certainly 
in the way they break into the zone and attempt to set things up from 
there, but mostly with Weber’s shot being habitually overused. It’s part of 
the reason Weber’s got just two power-play goals this season despite 
producing 102 over his previous 15 seasons in the NHL. 

When Burrows was asked if it was time for the Canadiens to remove 
Weber from the power play and opt for someone more mobile in his 
place — Alexander Romanov wasn’t specifically brought up, but he’d be 
a logical choice for such an assignment — he explained why he wasn’t 
going to do that. 

“Shea’s got one of the best shots in the league or the best one-timer I’ve 
seen,” Burrows said. “He’s a weapon, for sure, on your unit. Team’s PKs 
are going to shadow him as much as they can so they don’t let that shot 
come out. For me, I have different [formations] and Shea, when he’s on 
the flank, I’d love to see him tee it off every time he has a chance. If 
we’re able to tee it up for him, that would be a great play. If he’s at the 
top and we have Jo on the flank, it’s different looks. 

“But sometimes he might be a decoy and we’ll run another play knowing 
that they’re going to shadow him. A lot goes into it. I’m not worried about 
Shea. I know how he prepares, I know how he cares about this team. 
He’s the ultimate captain, I’ve seen only good things about him so far — 
the way he acts and conducts himself, the way he cares about his 
teammates, the way he cares about [how] the team does, so I’m not 
worried about him at all. 

"But as we move forward, we’ll need him to shoot that puck and we’ll 
need to find for him or create lanes for him to let that shot go because it’s 
one of the best weapons in the league.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

When asked what this unit, presumed to be the top unit by this reporter, 
can borrow from the one that’s actually clicking, Burrows revealed much 
more about what he’s trying to establish with both units. 

“I think for both units we’ve kept it pretty simple since Day 1,” Burrows 
said. “We have a different plan, and we have this wolf-pack mentality that 
we can strike from anywhere. We can strike from the low plays, we can 
strike from shots from the top, we can shoot from the flanks, we converge 
towards rebounds, and that’s the way I see it. 

“I know both units can do the job and we’ll keep getting better. It’s a work 
in progress, it’s going to take some time. You look around the league, the 
best units have been together for four, five, six years of the same guys in 
the same spots doing the right things over and over. That’s how I got 
taught to play the game. I think if we can be direct, keep it simple and 
efficient, that’s how we’re going to have some success when the game’s 
on the line and we need a big power-play goal late in the game or it’s 
playoff hockey and the game’s on the line and we need to score a goal. 

"If we keep the same mentality, I think the odds are on our side that we’ll 
be able to shine when the light’s the brightest.” 

Burrows said it with passion and conviction and communicated it directly, 
which is at the heart of why he was given this job. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers not underestimating Senators, who reflect not-so-
distant past 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — It used to be a running joke among the Edmonton 
media. 

The good teams — San Jose, Anaheim, Detroit, Los Angeles, Vancouver 
— would roll into Edmonton and talk about that night’s opponent. 

“They’re a team that plays quick, they have good skill, they work hard,” 
they would say. “For the struggles they’ve had early, they’ve continued to 
improve. They’ll be a handful here — they’ve played much better lately.” 

Henrik Sedin would praise the young, eternally rebuilding Oilers as a true 
threat. Eight hours later, the young Oilers would spit out of Daniel and 
Henrik’s spin cycle like a cat caught napping in the dryer. 

The next day Patrick Marleau, Nick Lidstrom, Joe Sakic or Drew Doughty 
would arrive, and when us scribes would compare their quotes, they 
would be almost identical to what the Sedins had said. 

Edmonton? Meet Ottawa, the former you. 

“They’re a good, young team,” said the Oilers’ James Neal, when asked 
Tuesday to characterize Wednesday’s (and Friday’s) opponent. “They’re 
young, full of energy, they’re scrappy. They’re looking to outwork you and 
they have some high-end skill to go with that.” 

Tyler Ennis spoke of his old team, a Senators club that employed him for 
the 2019-20 campaign. 

“They were in a rebuild, and they are currently in a rebuild. But they have 
some great young players,” said Ennis. “They’re young but they’re 
growing, and you can see them get better every day.” 

Wednesday the Oilers will host the Senators in the sixth meeting of the 
season between the two teams. Edmonton has won each of the first five 
meetings in regulation, most recently a come-from-behind, 3-2 victory 
Monday night in Edmonton, the first of three games for the Senators in 
the Alberta capital. 

Heading into Game 2, the Oilers went full Sedin, warning about how the 
team they’ve been beating for fun this season could jump up and bite 
them at any moment. And really, what else are they supposed to say? 

Reporters ask players questions, players and coaches have to respond 
with answers. And as much as the game may have changed since 2010, 
respecting one’s opponent is a heritage attribute in the NHL. 

Rogers Hometown Hockey 

This season, home is where the hockey is. Experience Rogers 
Hometown Hockey. 

It’s not like the Oilers are a finished product — they are most certainly 
not. They have, however, managed to escape the rebuilding vortex that 
gripped this franchise for more than a decade. Today, they have some 
homegrown leaders, rather than some imports brought in to help teach 
the draft picks how to become NHLers. 

Now it is Ottawa who is acquiring the Erik Gudbransons, the Cedric 
Paquettes and the Derek Stepans — older players brought in to show the 
young stars how to become successful, functioning professionals. 

It’s not like when Neal broke in with the Dallas Stars, a veteran club with 
a roster full players who remained from some successful years. 

“We had guys like Brad Richards, Mike Modano, Brenden Morrow, Marty 
Turco, Sergei Zubov, Stephan Robidas,” listed Neal. “One guy after 
another who takes you under their wing and shows you how to be a pro. 
How to go about your days. How to be a winner. How to prepare for 
games, and how to go through games. 

“Then I went on to Pittsburgh and played with guys like Sid (Crosby) and 
Geno (Evgeni Malkin). Into Nashville with Mike Fisher and (Shea) 
Weber… I’ve been around a lot of great leaders. You learn day in day out 
what it takes to win and what it takes to be able to bring that mindset 
every day. 
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“Sometimes," concluded Neal, “I think it’s different for young guys coming 
in (today) because there really aren’t that many older guys on the team. 
They’ve kind of got to fend for themselves a little bit.” 

It was exactly that way in Edmonton for the players who now form the 
core of the team. As high draft picks like Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, Connor 
McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and Darnell Nurse arrived, management tried to 
buffer them with veterans from winning programs, names like Andrew 
Ference, Milan Lucic, Eric Belanger, Nick Schultz and Boyd Gordon. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Today, the letter-wearers in Edmonton are all homegrown, except for 
Adam Larsson (who was traded for one). And when they look down the 
hall at a team like Ottawa, they know exactly what they’re looking at. 

They’re looking at themselves. And they know that it doesn’t matter how 
much they butter up the Senators, because those guys have one thing in 
mind. 

“You want to win,” began Nurse. “It doesn’t matter what situation or state 
your team is in. What position you are in the standings. You want to show 
up each and every night and they want to win. They have good weapons, 
young talent with a lot of grit. Guys who just want to play the right way 
and be in the lineup every night. 

“I know, when we were in that situation, you didn’t come to the rink 
saying, ‘We’re in a rebuild.’ Or, ‘We’re a younger team.’ Your only 
thought was that you … wanted to be on the right side of that win column 
every night.” 

They just haven’t managed to find a way against Edmonton, through five 
games. 

No. 6 goes tonight. 

And the Oilers? 

They’d better give it 110 per cent. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs feel no panic, regroup at fluff-free practice 

Despite three straight losses in regulation, Maple Leafs head coach 
Sheldon Keefe says his players are “feeling good and refocused and 
ready to go" against the surging Winnipeg Jets on Thursday night, Mark 
Masters writes. 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held a practice at Ford Performance Centre on Wednesday ahead of 
facing the Winnipeg Jets Thursday at Scotiabank Arena in the second 
game of their three-game series. 

A day after losing their third straight game, the Leafs held one of their 
shortest practices of the season.  

"We got right to it," said coach Sheldon Keefe of the 20-minute session. 
"When we have a day like this, you really take out fluff — the warm-up, 
all of those kinds of things — and get right to what you really need to get 
done." 

Usually, the team will skate for between 30 and 45 minutes on practice 
days held a day after a game, but fatigue is a factor right now. Tuesday's 
4-3 loss to the Winnipeg Jets was Toronto's 17th game in 34 days. And 
the team just wrapped up a five-game swing through Western Canada 
over the weekend. 

Still, Keefe felt it was important to get on the ice on Wednesday.  

"It's always tough to come in a day after a game, win or lose, because 
there is a quicker turnaround," Keefe acknowledged. "That is a bit of a 
grind for players and even more so when you are losing. That is why I felt 
it was important that we skated today. I thought we skated hard for 20 
minutes and got done what we needed to get done. The guys are leaving 
the ice and the building here today feeling good and refocused and ready 
to go." 

For the first time since Keefe took over behind the bench on Nov. 20, 
2019, the Leafs have lost three straight games in regulation. Toronto's 
grip atop the North Division has loosened with the Jets, who have played 
two fewer games, now within five points. The teams face off again on 
Thursday and Saturday.  

"I don't think there is any sense of panic here or anything like that," Keefe 
said. "Yet, at the same time, we have had very open discussions about 
things that we have done here that have contributed to us losing versus 
the things that we did in Edmonton, as an example, that contributed to us 
winning. The recipe is right there for us. We just have to go out and 
execute." 

After Tuesday's defeat, Keefe lamented the fact his team had slipped 
away from "winning habits" established through a dominant start to the 
year. Players were abandoning the structure and not managing the puck 
properly. An errant outlet pass by Morgan Rielly in the third period on 
Tuesday, for example, led to a turnover and eventually the winning goal 
by Mason Appleton.    

"The train of thought is this is a blip on the radar and we want to take 
care of it," Rielly said. "It's hard over a quick time span like this to really 
judge the growth of the group, but the one thing I've noticed just about 
every day is that if we're playing well we don't get too high and if we lose 
a game we don't get too low. That's part of maturing together. That's a 
good sign for us." 

Leafs Ice Chips: No Matthews or panic at fluff-free practice 

Auston Matthews was absent at Wednesday's practice as he continues 
to nurse an injured right wrist. Meanwhile, Sheldon Keefe felt it was 
important to hold a practice amid the team's first three-game losing 
streak of the season, and explained afterwards that there is no sense of 
panic in the room. Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

Top-line winger Mitch Marner identified a couple key priorities moving 
forward.  

"Making sure we’re getting out of our zone cleanly," Marner said. 
"Obviously our PK. We got to clean that up." 

Toronto's penalty kill allowed a goal on all three chances the Vancouver 
Canucks had in two games last week. The Jets converted on one of two 
chances on Tuesday.  

"We have to get through kills and get them finished," Keefe said. "We 
have had a number of them this season where in the last 20 seconds or 
so, after we had done a lot of good things, it ends up in our net. The first 
one we gave up from the bad angle in Vancouver — that was an 
unbelievable kill for us. In fact, we had opportunities to extend our lead 
and all of a sudden it is in our net. We have to just stay with it. I think that 
is the biggest thing: stay with it to the very end, compete to the very end." 

This latest rough patch has seen Toronto's penalty kill drop to 20th in the 
NHL at 76.6 per cent.  

"Before we went to Vancouver, we had the No. 1 penalty kill in the 
division," Keefe pointed out. "We were feeling pretty good about the 
things that we were doing. It just goes to show it can get away from you 
quickly ... We will continue to clean up the details, but we can’t ignore the 
fact that there had been a number of positives that had been happening 
prior to the last three games." 

Auston Matthews is playing through a wrist injury, but the 23-year-old 
centre suggested the pain isn't a big factor. 

"Once you get out there it dwindles away," Matthews said after scoring 
twice Tuesday night. "I felt fine." 
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Matthews was absent from Wednesday's practice.  

"He wanted to skate today," Keefe revealed. "We thought it was a good 
opportunity for him to take a rest day." 

Both of the Matthews goals against the Jets came from in close. He 
deflected home a Rielly shot on the power play and chipped in a puck 
from the doorstep with the goalie pulled for an extra attacker.  

The top line still hasn't generated an even-strength goal since Matthews 
returned to the lineup four games ago. Marner has fired 10 shots on net 
in the last two games, his highest two-game total of the season, but 
insists he hasn't had to adjust his game. 

"I don't think it has much of an impact," said Marner, who is now goal-
less in five straight, his longest drought of the year. "I don't think 
anything's really changed with our line. We're still trying to play the same 
way as we have all year."  

Toronto's top trio drove play on Tuesday with shots favouring the Leafs 
10-2 when Matthews, Marner and Joe Thornton were on the ice together 
at even strength, per NaturalStatTrick. They were matched against the 
Mark Scheifele line most of the night.  

Matthews finished with a game-high six shots and won 13 of 18 faceoffs.  

"It's not even just the production," said captain John Tavares. "His overall 
game is tremendous in all three zones and such an influence for us. The 
way he controls the play. The way he competes for the puck. His strength 
defensively. He continues to battle well in faceoffs. His overall game is 
really strong." 

Keefe noted the medical staff has determined Matthews won't make the 
injury worse by playing.  

"It is not the type of thing where taking a game or two off is going to allow 
it to fix itself," the coach said. "I think a lot of players throughout the 
league are going through it, but you don't hear about it as much as you 
would in Toronto with such a great player." 

Jets looking to tighten defensive end to limit Leafs' chances 

After allowing 39 shots against the Maple Leafs in their win on Tuesday, 
the Jets believe that they can tighten things on the defensive end to limit 
Toronto's opportunities. While Winnipeg admits that they expect the 
Leafs to make adjustments to try and end their three-game skid, they 
don't believe it will be anything too drastic. 

--- 

One theme during the losing streak has been the play of the opposition 
goalie. Thatcher Demko was excellent in Vancouver while Connor 
Hellebuyck stopped 36 of 39 shots on Tuesday.  

"They got a Vezina winner in the net so we got to get guys in front and 
get more tips on net and get those second opportunities," Marner said. 

Frederik Andersen allowed four goals on 23 shots on Tuesday while 
suffering his first career regulation loss against the Jets.  

Andersen is now 1-2-0 with an .889 save percentage since returning from 
a lower-body injury.  

"I feel good," he said. "I think I'm moving pretty well. Pretty much most of 
my game I like. Of course, the results lately haven't been there." 

Andersen was asked if he's motivated to measure himself against 
Hellebuyck.  

"Yes and no," the Dane said. "You want to go out and beat the guy at the 
other end, but as a goalie you know what happens at the other end 
doesn't really effect what's going on in my end. So, my focus is to try to 
be ready and make the saves I can. Of course, you want to beat the guy 
at the other end and win."  

Andersen on ‘Fredzilla’ nickname, facing Hellebuyck 

Maple Leafs goalie Frederik Andersen updates how he's feeling health-
wise since returning from a lower-body injury, gives his thoughts on the 
new nicknames his teammates have given him, and discusses whether 
he tries to measure himself against reigning Vezina winner Connor 
Hellebuyck when they square off. 

--- 

The Leafs are looking for more performances like the one Andersen 
provided last week in Edmonton when he stopped 26 of 27 shots. After 
that game, Matthews described Andersen as "Fredzilla." 

Who came up with that?  

"A lot of nicknames are coming from Jumbo," the 6-foot-4, 238-pound 
goalie said referencing Thornton. "He's a nickname machine. He has a 
lot. He even has nicknames you guys don't even hear before they come 
and go. He cycles through them pretty quick. He loves throwing out a 
good nickname." 

--- 

Justin Bieber posted "a love letter to the Maple Leafs" on social media 
Wednesday. The tweet from the singer features his new song 'Hold On' 
set to Leafs highlights.  

"Biebs is a very special person and an incredibly talented artist," said 
Rielly. "When he's eager to work with the team and spend time around 
the guys that's a pretty cool opportunity. We're very fortunate to play for 
this organization and I guess that's one of the things that comes with it." 

Bieber has struck up a friendship with Matthews in recent years.  

"I know his relationship with him is pretty tight," said Andersen. "It's fun to 
have a musical talent like his be a big fan of us and, likewise the other 
way, a lot of us appreciate his music. I'm looking forward to hearing it." 

    A love letter to the @MapleLeafs. Special thanks to the Leafs and the 
@NHL #HoldOn https://t.co/1uB0buLl3r 

    — Justin Bieber (@justinbieber) March 10, 2021 

Leafs appreciate ‘love letter’ from Bieber 

With avid Maple Leafs fan Justin Bieber releasing a video Wednesday for 
his latest hit single 'Hold On', which he's calling 'a love letter to the Maple 
Leafs', Morgan Rielly and Frederik Andersen share their reaction to video 
and explain what the Canadian music sensation has meant to the team. 

--- 

Lines at Wednesday's practice:  

Thornton - Boyd - Marner 

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander 

Mikheyev - Engvall - Hyman 

Vesey - Agostino - Spezza   

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl 

Dermott - Bogosian  

Liljegren - Lehtonen 

Andersen 

Hutchinson 

Campbell 
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TSN.CA / Trade Bait: Red-hot Rakell joins the list 

As Frank Seravalli writes, teams have been calling the Anaheim Ducks 
about Rickard Rakell, who has racked up 12 points in his last six games 
and joins the list at No. 3 because GM Bob Murray isn’t hanging up the 
phone. 

 

By Frank Seravalli 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 11, 2021 

 

 

The hottest player in the National Hockey League has hit the TSN Trade 
Bait board. 

Teams have been calling the Anaheim Ducks about Rickard Rakell, who 
has racked up 12 points in his past six games, and joins the list at No. 3 
because GM Bob Murray isn’t hanging up the phone. 

The price? 

Two GMs were asked that question and without getting into specifics, 
each said, “It’s high.” 

Rakell, 27, is a former all-star right winger and two-time 30-goal scorer. 
More importantly: Rakell has one year left on his deal with a reasonable 
$3.79 million cap hit – two critical caveats in this flat-cap pandemic world, 
particularly for teams averse to spending assets on rentals. 

So, why would the offensively challenged Ducks (28th in scoring) be 
willing to listen on Rakell? 

If the price is right, one could surmise three reasons: 

1. Rakell would easily provide the best return on the roster for a franchise 
looking to jumpstart the rebuild process. 

“I’m not going to sugar-coat anything. Our record is not good enough,” 
Murray told the Los Angeles Times this week. “And I expected to be 
better and we’re not and there’s no sugar-coating it.” 

2. Moving Rakell would open up a spot for younger players hungry for 
more opportunity and ice time. Ideally, the Ducks would move out Adam 
Henrique or Jakob Silfverberg before Rakell, but their contracts are 
prohibitive – each with three seasons left. 

3. Rakell will need a new contract shortly. He will turn 30 at the tail end of 
the first season of his next deal (2022-23), which doesn’t exactly fit 
Anaheim’s age scheme (see No. 2), and it will surely command a higher 
AAV. Moving Rakell now, as opposed to as a rental next season, would 
increase the return. 

Rakell is one of five new Trade Bait names this week, including Boston’s 
Jake DeBrusk, Buffalo’s Colin Miller, Dallas’ Jamie Oleksiak and San 
Jose’s Marcus Sorensen. 

DeBrusk raised eyebrows after Bruce Cassidy made him a healthy 
scratch last game, the result of a disappointing start to the season for the 
former 20-goal scorer. 

Like Rakell, teams are calling, and the return would be similarly high for 
the proven playoff performer. The Bruins are hoping for a big response 
from DeBrusk, which would calm trade speculation, and help right the 
ship for a team with Stanley Cup aspirations that has scuffled (3-5-2) of 
late. 

Here is TSN Hockey’s latest Trade Bait board, which always seeks to 
blend a player’s prominence with his likelihood of a deal: 
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TSN.CA / Advice to Flames players: Make sure your first shift under 
Sutter ‘is a banger’ 

Former NHLers Jeff Shantz, Mike Ricci, Andrew Ference and Robyn 
Regehr played under new Flames head coach Darryl Sutter and provide 
insight on what it’s like taking direction from the veteran bench boss. 
Sutter coaches his first game – in his second stint for Calgary – on 
Thursday when the Flames host the Canadiens. Salim Valji has more. 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

Demanding. Caring. Fair. 

Those are the words most frequently associated with recently rehired 
Calgary Flames head coach Darryl Sutter. 

Following a 406-game NHL career, the now 62-year-old has had stints 
over 18 years coaching the Chicago Blackhawks, San Jose Sharks, 
Flames and Los Angeles Kings, garnering 634 wins and two Stanley Cup 
rings. 

In 2002, he was hired by the Flames and coached a roster that included 
No. 1 centre Craig Conroy (now the team’s assistant general manager), 
top blueliner Toni Lydman and backup goaltender turned TSN analyst 
Jamie McLennan. It also featured a 25-year-old Jarome Iginla. 

Nineteen years later, Sutter is tasked with guiding a new group – led by 
Sean Monahan, Johnny Gaudreau, Mark Giordano, Matthew Tkachuk 
and Jacob Markstrom – back to postseason glory, or “unfinished 
business” as he dubbed it at his introductory press conference last week. 
He is the Flames’ fifth head coach in six seasons after Geoff Ward was 
fired by general manager Brad Treliving last Thursday. 

The 11-12-3 Flames sit in second-last place in the North Division, four 
points out of a playoff spot after losing two straight games. They had their 
first practice under Sutter on Tuesday, a session that included a bag 
skate. 

So what do players who were previously coached by Sutter think is in 
store for this group of Flames? 

We reached out to Jeff Shantz, Mike Ricci, Andrew Ference and Robyn 
Regehr – one player from each of Sutter’s coaching stops in Chicago, 
San Jose, Calgary and Los Angeles – for their insights ahead of Sutter’s 
first game, in his second stint behind the Flames bench, Thursday 
against the Montreal Canadiens. 

Describe Darryl Sutter as a person and as a coach: 

Jeff Shantz, Centre (coached by Sutter with the Chicago Blackhawks, 
1993-94 to 1994-95): 

“I had Darryl when I was first out of junior. Basically, I don’t think I play if 
he wasn’t the coach. He is a very tough person, but very fair. A lot of 
coaches (in my mind) fall into the trap of being hard on the players that 
you can be, and not hard on the ones that you feel are the top players. I 
really appreciated (looking back) that Darryl was actually just as hard, or 
sometimes even harder, on the players who received more ice. I knew, 
as a fourth liner starting out, that if I was having a good game, he would 
find ways to get me on the ice more when a top player wasn’t performing 
well. I had a lot of other coaches who would let the top-six forwards do 
what they wanted and when things went poorly, the bottom guys were 
the ones who got the brunt of their frustration.” 

Mike Ricci, Centre (coached by Sutter with the San Jose Sharks, 1997-
98 to 2002-03): 

“He’s intense, and he’s all about winning hockey games. Even off the ice, 
he’s a good dude. He really cares about his players. If you work hard, 
you won’t have a problem with him, that’s for sure. 

Andrew Ference, Defenceman (coached by Sutter with the Calgary 
Flames, 2002-03 to 2006-07): 

“He’s very smart and incredibly competitive and the type of person you 
better be able to back up your talk, too.” 

Robyn Regehr, Defenceman  (coached by Sutter with the Calgary 
Flames, 2002-03 to 2005-06; and with the Los Angeles Kings, 2012-13 to 
2014-15): 

“I think Darryl Sutter has three loves in his life: his family, their ranch and 
winning hockey games. He is a coach that demands his players and 
team play to a specific identity. Examples of this team identity will be that 
they will be hard to play against (winning puck and physical battles), 
being a great puck-possession team (top-3), and having a great penalty 
kill (top-5), and having a decent power play (top-10-to-15).  If a player 
can do this, he will be fine and probably part of a successful team. If a 
player will not commit to doing this, they will be held accountable and be 
uncomfortable.” 

What’s your best Darryl Sutter story? 

Shantz: 
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“One game in Anaheim, he called a timeout halfway through the third 
period and told us that if we didn’t want to play the way he wanted us to, 
that he was done coaching. He never said a word the rest of the game. I 
remember thinking to myself that I just might get an extra shift or two!” 

Ricci: 

“In San Jose, we were always battling for that last playoff spot. He’d 
spent the whole morning writing everything and all the games we had to 
play. I remember him looking up at us and saying, ‘Tell your wives and 
tell your families that you’re not gonna see them a lot, we’ve got to focus.’ 
He had us playing playoff hockey with like 45, 50 games left in the 
season and it put us in the right frame of mind. It was kind of funny, we 
were all like, ‘We’ve got to play playoff hockey for the next 50 games.’ 
The one thing about Darryl is he wants to win hockey games. If you play 
hard, it doesn’t matter. If you’re a third-line guy, he’ll put you out on the 
power play. He gives opportunity to whoever he thinks deserves it.” 

Ference: 

“After we lost to Tampa in Game 7 (in the 2004 Stanley Cup Final), I was 
a hot mess and crying in the locker room. He was the guy that went 
around and gave some comfort to us and let me know that it hurts so bad 
because we care so much and that we had nothing to be ashamed of 
because we literally gave everything we could. He can be a hard-ass, but 
this is him at his core. He cares deeply about those around him.” 

Regehr: 

“There are too many Sutter stories to share. But he gave Bill Ranford a 
hard time in front of the team once in L.A. during a meeting for having his 
hands in his pockets. I decided to come into the practice rink early the 
next day and put my sewing skills I had learned in Ms. Spence’s Grade 8 
home economics class to work. I went to the trainers and asked for an 
identical set of track pants Darryl wore and proceeded to sew both 
pockets shut. Then I snuck into his office and swapped his pants with the 
ones I had sewn. Darryl spent the first 30 minutes of the morning after 
arriving trying to figure out why he couldn't put his own hands in his 
pockets, and I got a good laugh.” 

What advice do you have for Flames players as Sutter takes over? 

Shantz: 

“The best advice I can give would be to show up to work and compete 
each day. Be honest with yourself and with your compete level. If you 
come to work for the team and are honest about it, he’ll love you. If you 
come to just take care of yourself, you will have issues with him.” 

Ricci: 

“Play hard. That’s about it. I remember one time being on the wrong side 
of a benching for taking a bad penalty, but after that I don’t think I’d ever 
played so much. I’d just tell them to play hard and play to win. Darryl’s all 
about the team and if you do that, you’ll definitely not have a problem 
with him.” 

Regehr: 

“My advice would be to make sure players take their preparation for 
games seriously. Also, they should be ready to be held accountable if 
they have a bad game or aren't performing. It's pretty simple. If Darryl 
believes a player has bought in and [is] committed to being part of the 
team identity they want to create, it will be fine. If that player does not 
want to commit or is inconsistent or selfish, they will have a hard time.” 

Ference: 

“You are what you do, not what you say. And make sure your first shift of 
the game is a banger.” 
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USA TODAY / NHL, ESPN agree to 7-year TV broadcast rights deal 

 

Lorenzo Reyes Chris Bumbaca 

 

The NHL will have a new broadcast partner. 

The league and ESPN have reached a seven-year broadcast deal to 
televise games in the United States, according to a person with 
knowledge of the situation. The person spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because the deal has not been announced. 

According to the person, the deal is set to start next season and another 
company will split the package with ESPN.  

The expectation is for ESPN to get the rights to broadcast four different 
Stanley Cup Finals series between 2022 and 2028, per Sportsnet. 

In April 2011, NBC signed a 10-year deal with the NHL in which the 
network agreed to pay $200 million annually for broadcasting rights. That 
deal is set to expire at the end of the current season.  

Disney, which owns ESPN, is also negotiating a contract for its Monday 
Night Football package and reportedly pushed back on a 100% price 
increase. 
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