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Eight straight: Dougie Hamilton shorthanded goal helps Hurricanes edge Red Wings  

By Chip Alexander  

Dougie Hamilton had played 578 NHL games and in every 
situation: even strength, power play, penalty killing. The 
defenseman also had scored 98 career goals. 

But Hamilton had never scored a shorthanded goal — until 
Sunday. His first helped spur the Carolina Hurricanes to a 2-
1 road victory over the Detroit Red Wings — their eighth 
straight victory overall. 

Hamilton’s goal came late in the second period and forward 
Nino Niederreiter scored early in the third for the Canes (20-
6-1), who again jumped into the lead in the Central Division. 
That left it up to goalie Alex Nedeljkovic to protect the lead 
and he did, making 25 saves in winning his fourth straight 
game.  

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour couldn’t believe it was 
Hamilton’s first “shorty.”  

“I’m surprised,” he said. “He’s always in the play, whether it’s 
power play, shorthanded. He’s always looking to jump in 
there and obviously his instincts make him special and that 
shot of his came through there. Obviously it was a huge play 
in that game.” 

After a scoreless first, the Canes were trying to kill off a 
Jesper Fast penalty in the second period. The Canes got a 
key save from Nedeljkovic, then the sudden-strike score from 
Hamilton at 15:13 of the period. 

It was Hamilton’s third goal of the season and his second in 
as many games. Hamilton extended his point streak to eight 
games, the longest active streak in the NHL, with his 100th 
career point with the Hurricanes. 

“I hit a couple of posts and crossbars earlier and now a 
couple go in,” Hamilton said. “That’s just the way it works. 
You’ve just got to try and keep getting opportunities.” 

For Hamilton, the opportunity came when he collected the 
puck between the circles in the Canes zone on the penalty 
kill. Quickly skating up ice, he soon had a two-on-one with 
Sebastian Aho on the left wing. Hamilton waited for the 

Wings’ Dylan Larkin to go low to try and deny the pass and 
fired the puck past goalie Jonathan Bernier. 

Nedeljkovic had his stick knocked out of his hands during the 
Wings’ power play but had it retrieved by defenseman Brett 
Pesce in time to make the save.  

“He’s pretty calm,” Hamilton said. “It’s been great for our 
team.” 

Patience was a factor for the Canes. The Red Wings (8-17-
4), after a 6-4 win over Tampa Bay, were playing with energy 
and forced Nedeljkovic into some tough stops. 

But Hamilton’s shorthanded score was a gut punch for the 
Wings. Niederreiter made it 2-0 at 1:37 of the third — the 
game-winning goal — and Nedeljkovic was just 9.4 seconds 
away from his second shutout of the season when Anthony 
Mantha scored after the Wings pulled Bernier and brought on 
an extra attacker. 

Niederreiter, like Brind’Amour, was surprised Hamilton had 
not had a shorthanded strike in his career.  

“It looked like he had done it before,” Niederreiter said, 
smiling. “Great shot and great patience.” 

Make it eight in a row for the Canes, who play the Red Wings 
again Tuesday. 

“Everybody’s chipping in,” said Niederreiter, who scored his 
12th of the season. “Everybody is stepping up the way they 
have to.” 

Gardiner to taxi squad 

Defenseman Jake Gardiner on Sunday cleared NHL waivers 
and was placed on the team’s taxi squad. 

Gardiner has missed nine of the past 11 games for the 
Canes. Brind’Amour had said the veteran D-man has had 
some back issues. He has since been medically cleared to 
play. 

Gardiner was placed on waivers Saturday with the purpose 
of sending him to the taxi squad if not claimed. His average 
salary of $4.05 million will not count against the NHL salary 
cap while on the taxi squad. 
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DGB weekend rankings: What we know and what we don’t at the midway mark 

By Sean McIndoe 

We’re halfway home. Mostly. 

It’s kind of hard to pick a midway mark of this weird NHL 
season, with teams like Dallas and New Jersey still trailing 
behind in games played due to scheduling disruptions. But 
we’re close enough, with several teams crossing into their 
second half over the weekend. 

So… do we know anything yet? 

I think we do. We can start with the obvious: The Lightning 
are really good, and will get even better when Nikita 
Kucherov mysteriously heals just in time for the playoffs. 
We’re a bit less sure about the Hurricanes and (especially) 
the Panthers, but those doubts are fading, and at the very 
least we can all but lock in those three teams for playoff 
spots, with the last Central spot coming down to the 
surprising Hawks, the disappointing Stars or (maybe) the 
fading Blue Jackets. 

We know that the Golden Knights are the team to beat in the 
West, but that the Blues and Avs still loom as serious 
threats, pretty much the way we all expected. We didn’t 
necessarily think the Wild would be right there with them, but 
so far they have been, and we’re getting dangerously close 
to being able to at least pencil in all of the division’s playoff 
spots unless the Kings or Coyotes can find another gear. 

Up in the North, we know the Maple Leafs are still the 
favorites, although they stubbornly refuse to pull away and 
end the suspense. And even if they do, it’s not like anyone 
will be all that scared of facing them in the playoffs given 
recent history. We’re not sure of much else, although the 
Jets and Oilers are looking good right now. The Flames are 
still very much to be determined, although their first two 
games under Darryl Sutter have been promising. 

And in the East… well, I don’t think we know much of 
anything about the East, at least as far as the playoffs go. 
Even if we write off the Rangers, we’ve got four spots for five 
very good teams and that match just doesn’t work for anyone 
except fans of Team Chaos. 

Oh, and we really have no idea which of those divisions are 
good and which are bad, because we don’t have any cross-
over games to go by. So that’s fun. 

Things are a little more clear at the bottom of the standings, 
where Ottawa and Detroit are about as bad as expected and 
the Sabres might blow past both of them. The Ducks and 
Devils are done, and the Predators and Canucks probably 
don’t want to admit they are too. With an unusually high 12 
teams at or below .500 right now, the deadline is shaping up 
to be a crowded market for sellers and a good one for 
buyers, but we still don’t know how any of that might play out 
under the current financial mess. 

When it comes to individual performances, Kirill Kaprizov is 
pulling away in the Calder race and a healthy Connor 

McDavid will win the Art Ross, but most of the other awards 
are in flux. The Hart is going to be a mess of differing 
definitions, as always, and there’s still plenty of time for the 
Norris and Vezina fields to shift. There’s an outside shot that 
we could see someone hit 100 points or 50 goals in a 
shortened season, which would be cool, but we really have 
no idea what the condensed schedule will do to stars down 
the stretch. 

All in all, we don’t know much. But we’re not supposed to, 
because we’re only halfway home, and it actually feels like 
we’ve got at least a little bit more clarity than usual around 
the bottom of the standings this year. 

Also, we know that at least a few of this week’s power 
rankings picks will seem awful in hindsight. But we’re doing 
them anyway, so let’s get to it… 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams that with the best chances of becoming the 
first team in history to win a Stanley Cup in July. 

There’s really no question about which goal takes home 
highlight of the week honors. 

5. Washington Capitals (17-6-4, +7 true goals differential*) – 
The North has tightened up again thanks to a Leafs slump 
and strong weeks by the Jets and Oilers. I don’t feel good 
enough about either team to give them Toronto’s vacated 
spot, so instead let’s park the whole division for a week or 
two until we get a bit more clarity. 

Combined with Boston’s ongoing slump, that opens up two 
spots in the top five. We’ll give one to the returning Capitals, 
who’ve won four straight including three against the Flyers. 
They get the Sabres Monday and then start a weird stretch 
of their schedule where they play 11 straight games against 
the same three teams; four each against the Rangers and 
Devils, and three against the Islanders. It’s those last games 
that will feel like the main event, and could ultimately help 
decide the division. 

4. New York Islanders (19-6-4, +21) – Make it nine straight 
wins after a three-game sweep of the Devils. The streak may 
not be quite as impressive as it sounds since seven of the 
games have come against New Jersey and Buffalo, plus one 
each against the Penguins and Bruins (which came in a 
shootout). Still, like we always say around here, you can only 
play who the schedule puts in front of you, and nine wins are 
nine wins. The difficulty slider goes way up over the next 
dozen, which are all against the other four playoff 
contenders, including that Caps showdown tomorrow and 
three more against the Flyers to close out the week. For 
now, Barry Trotz has the Islanders playing near-perfect Trotz 
hockey, and that’s good enough for their top-five debut, even 
as the Anders Lee injury brings some concern. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (20-6-1, +23) – It tells you all you 
need to know about the top of the Central that the Hurricanes 
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have now won eight straight, and haven’t been able to move 
up in the rankings. They have caught the Lightning for first in 
the division if you go by total points, although Tampa still has 
the lead in points percentage. 

Which team is better right now? That’s probably Carolina, but 
as you know, it’s not the question we’re asking here. Which 
team is most likely to win the Stanley Cup? I still lean 
Lightning. Remember: the Hurricanes last three games 
before this streak began were all regulation losses against 
Tampa Bay – but it’s very close. 

In the end, as good as they’ve been, I can’t move Carolina 
up. But that doesn’t mean their streak hasn’t had an impact 
on the rankings, because… 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning (19-5-2, +38) – … for the first time 
all season, I’m dropping the Lightning out of the top spot. 

Why do that, if I still think they’re the league’s best team? 
Because right now, their path to the Cup looks absolutely 
brutal. That’s changed since the early days of the season, 
when we thought that they’d win the division, get a cupcake 
matchup in the first round and then be the favorites against 
either Dallas or Carolina in round two. The Stars aren’t good, 
but the Panthers are, and now it looks like the Lightning will 
be in a fight just to finish first, with a realistic chance that they 
have to go through both Florida and Carolina just to get out 
of the division. 

That’s rough. I’m not quite sure how rough, because I’m still 
not completely sold on the Panthers. But even for the best 
team in the league, which I think the Lightning definitely are 
once Kucherov returns, it’s a tough path that’s worth at least 
a little bit of caution. 

1. Vegas Golden Knights (18-6-1, +28) – So yeah, that 
means the Knights move up to top spot, almost by default. 
They have looked good lately, with two strong performances 
in wins against the Blues in a possible first-round preview. Of 
course, earlier in the week they dropped two to the Wild, 
which will have Minnesota fans asking if they shouldn’t be in 
the top five if they just beat the top ranked team twice. The 
answer: Maybe! This is a weird week, and I think you could 
take the top teams and reroll them into almost any order and 
it wouldn’t seem outrageous. But for now, I like the Knights’ 
path out of the West a little more than what the Lightning or 
Hurricanes will face in the Central. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Pittsburgh Penguins – So halfway through the 
year, where are we at with the Penguins? 

I’m asking because I’m really not sure. The record is good. 
They’ve won five straight, although the last four of those 
have come against the Rangers and Sabres so, you know. 
Sidney Crosby’s been good and Evgeni Malkin is better after 
a disappointing start, but nobody’s really having an awards-
worthy season. The goaltending from Tristan Jarry and 
Casey DeSmith hasn’t been great or even especially 
average, but lately it hasn’t mattered much. 

They’re good, right? 

I think they are, but again, not really sure. They’re one of the 
five teams fighting for those four East playoff spots, and right 
now they’re smack in the middle of the race by both points 
and percentage. That’s enough to get them into the 
postseason, although you wonder if they’d be favored over 
anyone else in the division. 

And through it all, there’s a new front office that hasn’t made 
any big moves yet, even though you know Ron Hextall and 
Brian Burke are itching for some action. It’s still way too 
much fun to think about what the season would look like if 
they’d been able to make that Marc-Andre Fleury reunion 
happen, but that ship has sailed for now. So we’re left with a 
pretty good team, I think, that might not be as good as they’ll 
need to be, I suspect. Oh, and they still have six games left 
against the Sabres and all eight against the Devils, so let’s 
not act surprised when they blow by everyone and make a 
run at first. Or miss the playoffs. Definitely one of those two 
options, or something in between. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds 
and trying to figure out if we should call this an Owen Power 
Ranking. 

(Taps sign that says “Just treat it like icing, you dummies” 
without even bothering to look up.) 

5. New Jersey Devils (8-13-4, -17)  – They’ve lost four 
straight, nine of their last 10, and 12 of 14. They get to play 
the Sabres tomorrow and if the Department of Player Safety 
really wanted to make Tom Wilson pay, they’d force him to 
watch that entire game start-to-finish. 

4. Anaheim Ducks (8-15-6, -31) – The week opened with a 
wild 6-5 OT win over the Kings, but the Ducks followed that 
with three straight losses by a combined score of 14-2, 
including a humiliating 6-0 loss to the Sharks. 

It’s really all about the trade deadline now, and Anaheim is in 
decent shape there. I still think they’re a sneaky good 
candidate in any eventual Jack Eichel sweepstakes, and if 
either Ryan Getzlaf or Ryan Miller decide they’d like one last 
run with a contender, the Ducks can make that happen. 
There are a few teams near the bottom of the standings who 
don’t have much in the way of assets anyone would want; 
the Ducks aren’t in that group. Bob Murray has an interesting 
few weeks ahead of him. 

3. Detroit Red Wings (8-17-4, -33) – They’ve won just one of 
their last five, but that win came against the Lightning. We 
can build on this. We won’t, but in theory, we could. 

At least the Red Wings did give us my favorite moment of the 
week: 

Nothing says existential angst like the Horn of Doom literally 
going off every few minutes for no reason. 

2. Ottawa Senators (10-20-1, -43) – The series with the 
Oilers was bowling shoe ugly, with three losses by a 
combined score of 16-5 and absolutely zero answers for 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. Sunday night’s win over 
the Leafs offered at least a bit of redemption, though, and 
this was pretty great: 
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1. Buffalo Sabres (6-16-4, -30) – Ten straight losses, no end 
in sight, no Jack Eichel for at least a few games and maybe 
more, no help coming from anywhere and no apparent plan 
from anyone to make it better. No hope. And certainly 
nothing I can sell to Sabres fans to make it better. I’m not 
sure when the Sabres will win anything again unless you 
count this. 

Not ranked: Arizona Coyotes – They’re not done, but they’re 
fading. We all figured that there was one spot in the West up 
for grabs after the Knights, Avs and Blues, and we were 
right. But the Coyotes were supposed to be in the mix, even 
neck-and-neck with the Wild. Instead, it’s Minnesota pulling 
away while the Coyotes battle the Kings for fifth or sixth, 
which won’t be enough. 

We already knew that Bill Armstrong had his work cut out for 
him, and that was before we found out how big a mess the 
organization was. Any optimism was mostly based on the 
idea that the goaltending would be good, which it mostly has 
been (although Darcy Kuemper is hurt now), and that some 
of the younger players would make big leaps, which hasn’t 
really happened. There are good pieces here, like there are 
on every team, but who are you building a Cup contender 
around? Is Clayton Keller the franchise? Will Barrett Hayton 

be that sort of guy? Is Jakob Chychrun going to find another 
level or two? You probably need all three of those things to 
happen, and even then it doesn’t look like enough. And with 
a middling prospect pipeline and no first-round pick this year, 
there’s not much more elite talent on the way. 

Before the season you might have hoped you could trade 
Phil Kessel, but he isn’t doing much to live up to his contract. 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson has been just OK, although that’s 
what he mostly was last year too and there was apparently a 
bidding war for his services in the offseason, so maybe that’s 
your play, or you move pending UFA Antti Raanta. 

I don’t envy Armstrong, or Rick Tocchet or anyone else trying 
to make this work. They’ve got the Wild again on Tuesday 
and then play six of their next nine against the Ducks and 
Sharks, so there’s a chance to make up some ground there. 
But if not, there won’t be much to play for in the second half, 
and you can’t even tank because again you have no first-
round pick. Maybe it was always going to end this way, but 
Coyotes fans were at least supposed to get a playoff race 
out of it first. They still might, but their chances are fading, 
and there isn’t much good news in what comes next.

 

 

 

Patient Hurricanes get win streak to 8 with win in Detroit 

Dougie Hamilton and Nino Niederreiter scored in Carolina’s 
2-1 win 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Hurricanes continued their perfect March with a 2-1 win 
Sunday in Detroit. Dougie Hamilton and Nino Niederreiter 
scored for Carolina, and Alex Nedeljkovic fell just 10 seconds 
short of a shutout with 25 saves. 

Three Thoughts 

1. The Hurricanes pushed their winning streak to eight 
games with Sunday’s win and are now 20-6-1 on the season. 

“There’s been some games where we haven’t played well 
where we score some goals and win those games and find 
ways to win,” Hamilton said. “I think good teams can play not 
their best and still find ways to win, and we’re doing that. I 
think we have confidence in our group that we can win every 
game if we play our style and play our game, and we’re 
doing well with that.” 

Carolina has used a combination of dominant special teams, 
reliable goaltending and a commitment to its identity to put 
together its current streak. It has them near the top of the 
league despite the fact the team’s No. 1 goalie (Petr 

Mrazek), No. 2 center (Vincent Trocheck) and a top-line 
winger (Teuvo Teravainen) are all out with injuries. 

Another piece of their success is the way players have 
stepped into the lineup. Steven Lorentz and Morgan Geekie 
have both been seamless additions, Cedric Paquette is 
bringing the fourth-line jam the team expected when it 
acquired him, and top prospects like Jake Bean and 
Nedeljkovic have lived up to their draft positions. 

2. The Hurricanes’ special teams were again the difference 
in a win. On Sunday it was the penalty kill, which not only 
stopped Detroit on its two chance but also scored the game’s 
first goal when Hamilton called his own number on a 2-on-1 
rush with Sebastian Aho. Carolina’s league-leading power 
play got only one chance and did not score. 

“It was really solid,” Brind’Amour said of the penalty kill. “That 
was the difference in the hockey game. We had the one 
(shorthanded goal). We could have had a couple more. 
Some of our best chances came shorthanded, where I think 
Martinook had two 2-on-1s, and then Dougie gets one and 
puts it in. 

“We always talk about it. Special teams are a huge part of 
the game, and we were definitely good tonight there.” 
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3. Perhaps most impressive in the win — and during this 
winning streak — is the way the team has allowed the game 
to come to them. Detroit, near the bottom of the NHL 
standings, might seem like an easy two points, but the Red 
Wings can surprise opponents that don’t respect their speed 
and skill. 

Carolina was patient Sunday, sticking to its plan even after 
the game reached the midway point and neither team had 
scored. 

“When you’re a young team you worry because guys, they 
always want to score every shift,” coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “They always want to try to make something happen 
every shift, and I think we’re learning still but we’re coming 
out of that, where we can be comfortable in the 0-0 game 
and it’s OK if we haven’t scored yet. 

“You have to be patient in your game. Trust it that we’re fine 
in that kind of game. And so that’s how it was tonight. There 
wasn’t a ton of room, but we were fine. We were playing well, 
we weren’t giving up a ton, and that’s how it is in this league. 
So the more we can think that way, the better we’re going to 
be.” 

The Hurricanes finally broke through with Hamilton’s end-to-
end shorthanded goal, and then Carolina again counter-
attacked to add an insurance goal. 

Aho collected the puck after a blocked Red Wings shot and 
carried it all the way into the Detroit zone. He dropped the 
puck to Niederreiter, who had the space to pick a corner on 
Jonathan Bernier (30 saves) to make it 2-0 just 97 seconds 
into the third period. 

Number To Know 

4 — Defensemen with shorthanded goals this season. 
Hamilton got his first career shorthanded goal in Sunday’s 
win, and he joined Esa Lindell (Dallas), Jake Muzzin 

(Toronto) and Tyler Myers (Vancouver) as defensemen with 
a shorthanded goal this season. Lindell and Calgary’s Mark 
Giordano are the last defensemen to score more than one 
shorthanded goal in a season (2018-19). Giordano had four, 
while Lindell had two. Edmonton’s Paul Coffey had nine in 
1985-86. 

They Said It 

“You guys can talk about my scoring, whatever, but I’m not 
really too worried about it. It’s just trying to play well and help 
the team out.” 

— Hurricanes defenseman Dougie Hamilton 

Plus 

Dougie Hamilton, Hurricanes defenseman — Hamilton has 
now scored in two straight after managing just one goal in 
the first 25 games of the season. Sunday’s goal came 
shorthanded — the first of his career — when he corralled 
the puck in the defensive zone and rushed up ice with Aho 
for a 2-on-1, shooting past Bernier to open the scoring at 
15:13 of the second period. 

Minus 

James Reimer, Hurricanes goalie — Given Carolina’s top-to-
bottom effort Sunday, the only way to end up here was by 
not playing. Reimer didn’t, but the veteran goalie has to be 
wondering what will happen once Mrazek is healthy. 
Nedeljkovic (6-2-1) has matched Reimer’s record (12-3-0) 
and done so with better numbers: a .929 save percentage 
and 2.71 goals-against average to Reimer’s .908 and 2.71. 

The Hurricanes have already shown the importance of 
having three capable goalies, but a decision will need to be 
made on who will ride shotgun to Mrazek once he’s ready to 
go.
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Recap: Canes Top Red Wings to Win Eighth Straight Game 

Hamilton, Niederreiter score, Nedeljkovic makes 25 saves 

By Michael Smith 

DETROIT - Backed by 25 saves from Alex Nedeljkovic and 
timely goals from Dougie Hamilton and Nino Niederreiter, the 
Carolina Hurricanes extended their winning streak to eight 
games with a 2-1 victory against the Detroit Red Wings. 

"Everybody is chipping in. That's exactly the key to our 
success right now," Niederreiter said. "Everybody is stepping 
up the way they have to." 

Fist Bumps 

Dougie Hamilton  

In 578 career NHL games, Hamilton had scored 98 goals but 
none on the man disadvantage. 

On the penalty skill in the second period, Hamilton grabbed a 
loose puck in the defensive zone and raced down the ice 
with Sebastian Aho on a 2-on-1 rush. Dylan Larkin dropped 
to his stomach to defend the crossing feed, so Hamilton 
waited, dragged and fired a wrist shot through Jonathan 
Bernier for the first goal of the game. 

"That was his first? I thought he maybe would have had a 
few more," Nedeljkovic said. "It's not surprising at all. He's a 
great player with a good mind for offense." 

"It looked like he had done it before," Niederreiter smiled. "It 
was a great shot by him and great patience." 

Hamilton has scored a goal in consecutive games and 
extended his point streak, the longest active point streak in 
the NHL, to eight games (2g, 8a). 

"His instincts are what make him special," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "That was a huge play in the game." 

Though the Canes didn't convert on their one power play 
opportunity, the first time in the last eight games they haven't 
done so, they still won the special teams battle with a clean 
2-for-2 performance on the penalty kill and Hamilton's 
shorthanded tally. 

"The penalty kill was really solid. That was the difference in 
the hockey game. We had the one and could have had a 
couple more," Brind'Amour said. "We always talk about that 
special teams are a huge part of the game, and we were 
definitely good tonight there." 

Nino Niederreiter  

Niederreiter gave the Canes a cushion in the third period 
with his 12th goal of the season. Aho laid the puck off for 
Niederreiter, who had ample time and space to step up at the 

top of the right circle and fire a wrist shot off the far post and 
in to put his team ahead 2-0. 

"I had plenty of time to pick a corner, and I'm glad it went in," 
Niederreiter said of the goal that would eventually prove to 
be the game winner. 

Alex Nedeljkovic 

Sometimes, a team will score a goal as soon as an opponent 
exits the penalty box. It's not officially a power-play goal, but 
it's basically one. 

Similarly, Nedeljkovic was 9.4 seconds away from his 
second shutout of the season when Anthony Mantha made it 
a 2-1 game. Nedeljkovic, with 25 saves on 26 shots, doesn't 
officially get the shutout, obviously - but it might as well have 
been one. 

"Guys are doing a good job in front of me giving me good 
lanes, letting me see the puck and helping me out at times 
when I'm leaving rebounds," Nedeljkovic said. "Tonight was 
a great game. From the get-go, we were ready to play." 

The Canes' 25-year-old goaltender was solid once again, 
and his two best saves of the game came against Dylan 
Larkin. In the first period, Larkin had a step on Aho, and 
Nedeljkovic blockered away Larkin's scoring chance to keep 
the game scoreless. 

In the third period, Larkin had a grade-A scoring opportunity, 
a backhand right on the doorstep, that Nedeljkovic turned 
aside. Shortly after, Niederreiter scored in transition in what 
was a game-defining sequence. 

In his last six starts, Nedeljkovic is 5-1-0 with a 1.49 goals-
against average, a .950 save percentage and one shutout 
(and nearly another). 

"Goaltending is so important. That position is pivotal. You've 
got to have it. It gives your whole group confidence when you 
know your goalie can bail you out of crazy situations," 
Brind'Amour said. "He's been good, and I'm happy for him. 
He's put in his time. I'm really happy for him." 

Stats Pack 

579: Hamilton scored his first career shorthanded goal in his 
579th NHL game. 

100: Hamilton's shorthanded goal was also his 100th point 
with the Hurricanes (35g, 65a). 

7: According to NHL PR, Brind'Amour is the seventh head 
coach in NHL history to record a win streak of at least eight 
games as both a player and coach with the same franchise. 
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Bizarre Moment of the Night 

An otherwise harmless dump-in from Hamilton almost got the 
Canes on the board in the first period when the puck 
careened off a stanchion and nearly slipped past Bernier. 

Fittingly, the Little Caesars Arena DJ immediately cued up 
OMC's "How Bizarre." 

Quote of the Night 

"We have confidence in our group that we can win every 
game if we play our style and our game." - Dougie Hamilton 

Up Next 

The Canes will hit the halfway point of the regular season 
when they face off with the Red Wings again on Tuesday 
night. 

"The locker room is amazing. … The mood is really relaxed 
and fun, but when we get on the ice, it's time to work. We try 
to come ready and prepared for games as best we can, and 
there's talent up and down the lineup," Nedeljkovic said. "It's 
been a good run so far, but we've got a long way to go." 

 

 

Hurricanes defeat Red Wings, extend winning streak to eight 

Nedeljkovic makes 25 saves, Hamilton scores shorthanded 
goal for Carolina 

By Dave Hogg 

DETROIT -- The Carolina Hurricanes extended their winning 
streak to eight games with a 2-1 victory against the Detroit 
Red Wings at Little Caesars Arena on Sunday. 

"We're obviously playing well, but we're getting a lot of 
special-teams scoring," said Carolina defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton, who scored a shorthanded goal. "There's not 
always a lot going on 5-on-5, and there have been some 
games where we weren't playing that well, but we've gotten a 
couple of power-play goals and been able to win the game." 

Alex Nedeljkovic made 25 saves for the Hurricanes (20-6-1), 
whose streak is one shy of tying the longest in their history 
(won nine straight three times, most recently from March 18-
April 7, 2009). 

"I'm absolutely feeling comfortable, and a lot of that is guys 
doing a good job in front of me," said Nedeljkovic, who has 
won four straight starts. "They are trying to give me good 
lanes and letting me see the puck. When I'm leaving 
rebounds, like I did a couple times tonight, they are cleaning 
everything up." 

Jonathan Bernier made 30 saves for the Red Wings (8-17-4), 
who have lost five of their past six. 

"We had two or three power plays (0-for-2) and we moved 
the puck around a little on one of them, but we didn't get 
anything on net, and they got a goal," Detroit captain Dylan 
Larkin said. "It's crucial for us to get the power play 
producing, and we didn't do that tonight. That was definitely 
a factor in the game." 

Hamilton gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 15:13 of the second 
period, shooting on a 2-on-1 for his first shorthanded goal in 
the NHL. He has 10 points (two goals, eight assists) during 
an eight-game point streak. 

"I'm surprised that is his first one because he's always in the 
play, whether it is 5-on-5, a power play, or shorthanded," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "He's always 
looking to jump in, and he obviously has great instincts, and 
that shot, that's what makes him special." 

Nino Niederreiter made it 2-0 at 1:37 of the third period. 

"In the second period, we had a similar play where 
[Sebastian Aho] dropped it to me and I gave it back to him," 
Niederreiter said. "This time, I waited to see if their 
defenseman would come after me. When they didn't, I had 
plenty of time to pick a corner." 

Anthony Mantha scored to make it 2-1 and ended 
Nedeljkovic's shutout bid with 10 seconds left and Bernier 
pulled for the extra skater. 

"I thought we checked well and our compete level was good, 
but we were way too sloppy with the puck," Red Wings 
coach Jeff Blashill said. "We also just didn't have anything 
like a good shooting mentality. We talked yesterday about 
needing to shoot the puck when you get into scoring areas, 
and I think we passed up too many opportunities. As a result, 
we didn't create enough chaos." 

NOTES: Detroit is 30th in the NHL on the power play at 10.7 
percent (9-for-84) and has allowed three shorthanded goals. 
… The Hurricanes are 3-1-0 against the Red Wings this 
season and will look to sweep the two-game set in Detroit on 
Tuesday.
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Hurricanes top Red Wings for 8th straight, take Central lead 

DETROIT (AP) — Dougie Hamilton and Nino Niederreiter 
scored, Alex Nedeljkovic made 25 saves and the Carolina 
Hurricanes beat the Detroit Red Wings 2-1 on Sunday night 
for their eighth consecutive victory. 

Carolina moved into the Central Division lead at 20-6-1, a 
point ahead of idle Tampa Bay and Florida. 

“We’re winning in different ways and everyone’s chipping in,” 
Niederreiter said. “That’s the key to our success. We needed 
to play well tonight against a good team and it was a hard-
fought fight.” 

Anthony Mantha scored his eighth goal of the season for 
Detroit with just 9.4 seconds left in regulation, spoiling 
Nedeljkovic’s bid for his second career shutout. 

“I think he’s feeling good about his game and when Anthony 
feels good about his game, good things happen,” Detroit 
coach Jeff Blashill said. “He’s a guy who’s way better when 
he’s in that confident kind of groove and he seems to be in 
that right now.” 

Although he did not get the shutout, Nedeljkovic got his 
fourth win in his last four starts, two of them against Detroit. 

“I think a lot of it is the guys are going a good job in front of 
me,” Nedeljkovic said. “They are giving me good lanes and 
letting me see the puck. When I leave rebounds, they help 
me out.” 

Niederreiter gave the Hurricanes a 2-0 lead early in the third 
period, scoring off a pass from Sebastian Aho. 

“We had a similar play in the second period where he (Aho) 
dropped it to me and I passed it back to him,” Niederreiter 
said. “This time I kind of waited and when the D’s didn’t 
come to me I had plenty of time to pick a corner.” 

Hamilton opened the scoring with 4:47 left in the second 
period. Instead of passing to Hurricanes scoring leader Aho 
on a 2 on 1, Hamilton kept the puck and beat goalie 
Jonathan Bernier from the right circle. He has scored in 
consecutive games and has an eight-game points streak. 

“I’m a defenseman, so while I’m always trying to get into 
position to score a goal, you can’t always do that,” Hamilton 
said. “I’ve had a couple posts and crossbars, but now a 
couple have gone in. I think the important thing is to keep 
creating opportunities, whether they go in or not.” 

Hamilton’s coach was surprised to learn that it was the 
defenseman’s first career short-handed goal. 

“I wouldn’t have guessed that, because he’s always in the 
play whether it is 5-on-5, power-play or short-handed,” 
Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “His instincts are what 
make him special and then he’s got that great shot. That was 
obviously a huge, huge play in the game.” 

The teams will meet again Tuesday night at Little Caesars 
Arena. The Hurricanes lead the season series 3-1. 

“The more I feel we kept the puck and managed it in the right 
way, we got into the zone, we got set up, they’re a man-on-
man team and we caused some havoc in there,” Red Wings 
captain Dylan Larkin said. “I think puck management is going 
to be crucial Tuesday night.” 

ON THE MOVE 

The Red Wings recalled forward Mathias Brome from the taxi 
squad. Hurricanes defenseman Jake Gardiner cleared 
waivers and was assigned to the taxi squad. 

MILESTONE 

Detroit forward Darren Helm played his 717th game, passing 
Brendan Shanahan for 18th in franchise history. 

POINT PRODUCER 

With his assist on Niederreiter’s goal, Aho took over sole 
possession of the team lead in points with 25 (10-15-25), 
moving ahead of Vincent Trocheck (13-11-24), who missed 
his second straight game with an upper-body injury. Aho has 
always scored well against Detroit, with 15 points (6-9-15) in 
15 career games.
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Crazy Eights: Hurricanes top Red Wings, extend win streak 

Thanks to goals from Dougie Hamilton and Nino Niederreiter 
and a strong night in net from Alex Nedeljkovic, the 
Hurricanes have their first eight-game winning streak in 12 
years. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

March 2021 apparently isn’t just for the return of the NCAA 
basketball tournaments. It’s also the month of the Carolina 
Hurricanes, who topped the Red Wings 2-1 in Detroit Sunday 
night for their eighth straight win and a 7-0-0 mark this 
month.  

The victory gave the Hurricanes their first eight-plus game 
winning streak since the 2008-09 season. It was also their 
20th victory of the season, and Carolina is the first team in 
the league to 20 wins for the first time in franchise history. 

Dougie Hamilton scored his first career shorthanded goal 
and his second in as many games for the game winner late 
in the second period, and Nino Niederreiter capped the 
scoring with an early third-period goal.  

Alex Nedeljkovic continued his run of stellar play and came 
the season and of his career, making several grade-A saves 
throughout the night, stopping 25 of 26 shots and coming 10 
seconds away from his second shutout of the season. In his 
last six starts, Nedeljkovic is 5-1-0 with one shutout, nine 
goals against and a .950 save percentage.  

Special teams again made a big difference for Carolina. The 
team’s power play, which came into the game at No. 1 in the 
NHL, did not score in its lone opportunity, but the penalty kill, 
which is now 14 for its last 14, scored the game’s first goal 
shorthanded and killed off both of the Red Wings’ two power 
plays. 

Other than a few chances either way, including a late 
breakaway for Andrei Svechnikov that Jonathan Bernier 
stopped with the shaft of his stick, the first period of this one 
was fairly uneventful.  

With the Red Wings on a power play late in the second 
period, it was the Hurricanes’ red-hot penalty kill that broke 
the ice first. Hamilton, who broke a 16-game goal drought 
Thursday, scored for the second game in a row, this time 
burying a shot on a two-on-one shorthanded rush with 
Sebastian Aho to push his point streak to eight games. 
Hamilton notched two milestones with one shot, as his first 
career shorthanded goal was also his 100th point in a 
Hurricanes uniform.  

Over the Hurricanes’ last three and two thirds games, the 
Canes’ penalty kill has outscored opposing power plays 2-0.  

The Canes wasted little time extending their lead in the third 
period. Just 1:37 in, following a highlight-reel stop by 
Nedeljkovic on the other end, Niederreiter took a pass at the 
top of the right circle from Aho and sniped a shot past 
Bernier for his 12th of the season. Niederreiter scored 11 
goals in 67 games last year, and has enjoyed quite the 
bounce back in 2021.  

The Red Wings continued to push the rest of the third period 
but Nedeljkovic was up to the task, putting a late exclamation 
point on his performance with a flurry of late saves with 
Detroit’s net empty.  

The Red Wings broke the shutout with 10 seconds left on a 
goal by Anthony Mantha, but it was a case of too little, too 
late. 

The Hurricanes will look to make it nine in a row in Detroit 
Tuesday night.
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They said it: Hamilton, Nedeljkovic, Niederreiter, Brind’Amour on Hurricanes’ eighth 
straight win 

Dougie Hamilton, Nino Niederreiter, Alex Nedeljkovic and 
Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the media following a 2-1 victory 
in Detroit. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Carolina Hurricanes keep finding ways to win. Thanks to 
goals from Dougie Hamilton and Nino Niederreiter and 25 
saves from Alex Nedeljkovic Sunday night, the team topped 
the Detroit Red Wings 2-1 for its eighth straight victory.  

Niederreiter, Hamilton, Nedeljkovic and rod Brind’Amour all 
spoke to the media after the game, here’s a full breakdown 
of everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the penalty kill: The penalty kill was really solid. 
Obviously that was the difference in the hockey game. We 
had the one [shorthanded goal], we could have had a couple. 
Some of our best chances came shorthanded. I think [Jordan 
Martinook] had two two-on-ones and then Dougie gets one. 
We always talk about it. Special teams are a huge part of the 
game. We were definitely good tonight there. 

On Alex Nedeljkovic: The goaltending is so important. That 
positive is pivotal. You’ve got to have it. It gives the whole 
group a lot of confidence when you know your goalie can bail 
you out of some crazy situations or things that don’t work 
out. You make mistakes, the goalie covers for you, you don’t 
hear about it. So he’s been good, and I’m happy for him. 
He’s put in his time, so really happy for him. 

On Dougie Hamilton’s first career shorthanded goal: I was 
surprised, because he’s always in the play, whether it’s 
power play, shorthanded, he’s always looking to jump in 
there. His instincts are what make him special, and then that 
shot of his came through there. It was a huge play in that 
game.  

On staying patient: We talk about it all the time. When you’re 
a young team, you worry, because guys always want to 
score. They always want to try to make something happen 
every shift. I think we’re learning still, but we’re coming out of 
that, where we can be comfortable in a 0-0 game. It’s OK if 
we haven’t scored yet. You have to be patient in your game, 
trust it that we’re fine in that kind of game. That’s how it was 
tonight. There wasn’t a ton of room, but we were fine. We 
were playing well, we weren’t giving up a ton, and that’s how 
it is in this league. The more we can think that way, the 
better we’re going to be. 

Nino Niederreiter 

On what has been coming together for the team: 
Everybody’s chipping in and that’s been the key to our 
success. Everybody’s stepping up the way they have to and 
tonight was definitely the way we needed to play to beat that 
team. They’re a good team and it was a hard fought fight. 

On being patient in their game: They’re a hard working team 
and we knew coming in that it wasn’t going to be easy. They 
play hard and pretty simple and we had to match their 
energy level. The way they played, we knew we had to get 

pucks in deep and eventually either we or they were going to 
break down and I think we did a good job of making them 
bend. 

On his goal: There was a lot of similarity to a chance in the 
second period I believe were Aho dropped to me and I kind 
of decided to pass it back to him because I figured that was 
the play. So the next time I kind of waited there seeing if the 
D was going to come to me, but he stayed with [Aho] and I 
had plenty of time to pick a corner and I’m glad it went in. 

On the key to his bounce-back year: There’s some sort of 
luck as a part of it. Sometimes things don’t go your way and 
you hold your stick too tight, but sometimes things go the 
way you want them to go. This year has definitely been a 
better start than I had last season and that definitely helps a 
lot. 

On Hamilton scoring his first ever career shorthanded goal: 
It’s good that you mention that. I had no idea. But he looked 
like he had done it before so it was a great shot by him and 
great patience. What a way to bury it. 

Alex Nedeljkovic 

On feeling more comfortable as he gets more games under 
his belt: Absolutely. I think a lot of it too is guys doing a good 
job in front of me. Trying to give me good lanes and letting 
me see the puck or just helping me out at times when I’m 
leaving rebounds. Tonight was a great game and from the 
get go we were ready to play. I think that was key. They’re a 
tough team when you just look at where they are in the 
standings and they can really kind of hurt you because 
everybody at this level can play. Tonight was a good win for 
us. 

On Hamilton getting his first career shorthanded goal: It was 
his first? I thought that maybe he would have had a few 
more. You see it in practice and you guys see it in games, 
it’s not surprising at all. He’s a great player, he’s got a great 
mind for the offense, especially on the power play and there 
on the kill. He’s responsible in our end and he capitalized on 
an opportunity. 

On what he’s learned from the other goalies on the roster: 
It’s been great working with [Reimer] and [Mrazek]. Just 
really good guys. Coming in and stepping in, whether it’s 
been [Mrazek] fistbumping me after games and wins or 
[Reimer] saying something positive after a loss. Whatever it 
is, it hasn’t been a scenario where you’ve got a young or 
inexperienced guy in the league coming in and the two vets 
are just kind of doing their own thing.  

It’s like I’ve been here for the last three years along with 
everybody. It’s been really good and it’s been like that across 
the board. That is what has been key for other guys stepping 
into the lineup. Guys who have been here all year, they treat 
us like we’ve been here for 10 years. It’s great. The 
environment in the room is amazing. 

On similarities between the championship team in Charlotte 
and this one: I see a lot of similarities. The locker room is 
amazing. When we’re there, everybody’s just chit-chatting or 
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poking fun at somebody. The mood is really relaxed and fun, 
but when we get on the ice, it’s time to work. You try to come 
ready and prepared for games as best you can and there’s 
talent up and down the lineup. That’s what we had in 
Charlotte. There were four lines that could score goals like 
we have here. We had three sets of defensemen where all 
six could move the puck and skate and if they wanted to they 
could play the power play or the penalty kill. It’s just there’s 
only so much ice time to go around. You can’t play 
everybody all the time. There’s a lot of similarities and it’s 
been a good run so far, but we’ve got a long way to go. 

On if he thinks about what will happen when Mrazek is 
healthy and ready: It’s on my mind, but at the end of the day, 
I have to worry about what I can control. That’s coming to the 
rink every day ready to work and making it a tough decision 
for them. At the same time, I want to do well personally. 
Going out there and me not having a good game or just not 
being satisfied with the way I played regardless of the 
outcome and what everybody else thinks, I hold myself to a 
certain standard. Whatever decision is made when that time 
comes, that’s the decision that has to be made and we’ll just 
go from there. 

Dougie Hamilton 

On if he’s feeling more confident with pucks going in for him: 
I mean yeah. It’s just how it works. I’m a defenseman, so just 
trying to get into opportunities to score. Sometimes you don’t 
get those and sometimes you do. I had a couple of posts and 
crossbars earlier and now a couple have gone in. It’s just the 
way it works. You’ve just gotta keep trying to get 
opportunities and I think that’s the biggest thing. Whether it 
goes in or not I’m not really worried about that. It’s more 
trying to get into the spots to get those looks. 

On what he’s seen from Nedeljkovic: He’s obviously a really 
good goalie. He has a lot of skill. Moves really well, plays the 
puck really well which helps our team out with breaking out 
the puck. He’s got a lot of confidence. I think he’s probably 
feeling good about his game. He’s pretty calm off the ice and 
when he’s in the net, so it’s been great for our team. I’m 
really happy for him. 

On if it’s taken him a little bit longer to get into the flow after 
missing so much time last year: I don’t really think about it 
too much. I just try to worry about every day. I’m not really 
thinking about the start of the season right now. Just trying to 
play well when the games come up and recover on the next 
day and be ready to play the next one. You guys can talk 
about my scoring or whatever, but I’m not really too worried 
about it. Just trying to play well and help the team out. 
Obviously I want to help out offensively because I can, but 
I’m just trying to do my best at that. It comes and sometimes 
it doesn’t. Just trying to help the team out in whatever ways I 
can. 

On what he’s seen from the team on why they’ve been so 
successful: We’re playing well obviously. We’ve had a lot of 
power play scoring which has been huge for us. There’s not 
that much five-on-five offense, especially with the defense, 
but our forwards make great plays and score goals that way. 
We’re playing really well and we’re working hard. There’s 
been some games where we played well and scored some 
goals and won those games, but finding ways to win, good 
teams can play when they’re not the best and still find ways 
to win and we’re doing that. I think we have confidence in our 
group that we can win every game if we play our style and 
play our game. We’re doing well with that.
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Wolves power past Iowa 

The Chicago Wolves converted three of their four power-play 
chances to trigger a 6-2 victory over the Iowa Wild on 
Sunday afternoon at Wells Fargo Arena. 

Forwards Dominik Bokk, Tanner Jeannot and Phil Tomasino 
and defensemen David Warsofsky, Max Lajoie and Josh 
Healey scored for the Wolves (10-2-0-1), who became the 
American Hockey League leader with 21 points. 

Rookie goaltender Jeremy Helvig (4-0-0) earned the win with 
29 saves and the Wolves’ penalty-kill unit stopped all three of 
Iowa’s power plays while also earning a short-handed goal. 

Bokk produced the Wolves’ first goal for the third game in a 
row — a power-play tally — as the 21-year-old prospect from 
Germany tapped home a Jeannot rebound at 3:01 of the 
first. 

Iowa (3-7-2-0) knotted things at 13:46 of the first when 
Damien Giroux went top-shelf from close range, but the 
Wolves re-established a 2-1 lead during the final minute of 
the first period on Warsofsky’s blast from the point just 11 
seconds into a power play. 

Jeannot pushed Chicago’s lead to 3-1 with a short-handed 
tally at 2:14 of the second. Sheldon Rempal poked the puck 
out of the defensive zone ahead to Jeannot, who dragged 
the puck around an Iowa defender and stuffed it through 
goaltender Hunter Jones (23 saves). 

Lajoie’s goal came at 5:30 of the second as the Wolves took 
advantage of an odd-man rush. Spencer Smallman raced the 
puck into the offensive zone, then fed Lukas Craggs on the 
right wing. Craggs spied Lajoie flying into the zone down the 
left side and fed him for a quick blast that made it 4-1. 

Iowa’s Gerry Mayhew cut the margin to 4-2 late in the 
second, but Healey came through with his first of the season 
to give Chicago a 5-2 cushion with 17:20 to play. Tomasino, 
a 19-year-old rookie, added some power-play insurance 
midway through the third as he placed a shot bar-down to 
make it 6-2. 

The Wolves continue their four-game road trip with a visit to 
Grand Rapids at 5 p.m. Friday. Chicago’s next home game is 
slated for Saturday, March 27, against the Rockford IceHogs.

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249931059.html 

https://theathletic.com/2449786/2021/03/15/dgb-weekend-rankings-what-we-know-and-what-we-dont-at-the-midway-mark/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/03/patient-hurricanes-get-win-streak-to-8-with-win-in-detroit/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-top-red-wings-to-win-eighth-straight-game/c-322513732 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-detroit-red-wings-game-recap/c-321464140 

https://apnews.com/article/nino-niederreiter-jonathan-bernier-sebastian-aho-carolina-hurricanes-anthony-mantha-
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Eight straight: Dougie Hamilton shorthanded goal helps Hurricanes edge 
Red Wings 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MARCH 14, 2021 04:43 PM,  

 

Dougie Hamilton had played 578 NHL games and in every situation: 
even strength, power play, penalty killing. The defenseman also had 
scored 98 career goals. 

But Hamilton had never scored a shorthanded goal — until Sunday. His 
first helped spur the Carolina Hurricanes to a 2-1 road victory over the 
Detroit Red Wings — their eighth straight victory overall. 

Hamilton’s goal came late in the second period and forward Nino 
Niederreiter scored early in the third for the Canes (20-6-1), who again 
jumped into the lead in the Central Division. That left it up to goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic to protect the lead and he did, making 25 saves in winning 
his fourth straight game. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour couldn’t believe it was Hamilton’s first 
“shorty.” 

“I’m surprised,” he said. “He’s always in the play, whether it’s power play, 
shorthanded. He’s always looking to jump in there and obviously his 
instincts make him special and that shot of his came through there. 
Obviously it was a huge play in that game.” 

After a scoreless first, the Canes were trying to kill off a Jesper Fast 
penalty in the second period. The Canes got a key save from 
Nedeljkovic, then the sudden-strike score from Hamilton at 15:13 of the 
period. 

It was Hamilton’s third goal of the season and his second in as many 
games. Hamilton extended his point streak to eight games, the longest 
active streak in the NHL, with his 100th career point with the Hurricanes. 

“I hit a couple of posts and crossbars earlier and now a couple go in,” 
Hamilton said. “That’s just the way it works. You’ve just got to try and 
keep getting opportunities.” 

For Hamilton, the opportunity came when he collected the puck between 
the circles in the Canes zone on the penalty kill. Quickly skating up ice, 
he soon had a two-on-one with Sebastian Aho on the left wing. Hamilton 
waited for the Wings’ Dylan Larkin to go low to try and deny the pass and 
fired the puck past goalie Jonathan Bernier. 

Nedeljkovic had his stick knocked out of his hands during the Wings’ 
power play but had it retrieved by defenseman Brett Pesce in time to 
make the save. 

“He’s pretty calm,” Hamilton said. “It’s been great for our team.” 

Patience was a factor for the Canes. The Red Wings (8-17-4), after a 6-4 
win over Tampa Bay, were playing with energy and forced Nedeljkovic 
into some tough stops. 

But Hamilton’s shorthanded score was a gut punch for the Wings. 
Niederreiter made it 2-0 at 1:37 of the third — the game-winning goal — 
and Nedeljkovic was just 9.4 seconds away from his second shutout of 
the season when Anthony Mantha scored after the Wings pulled Bernier 
and brought on an extra attacker. 

Niederreiter, like Brind’Amour, was surprised Hamilton had not had a 
shorthanded strike in his career. 

“It looked like he had done it before,” Niederreiter said, smiling. “Great 
shot and great patience.” 

Make it eight in a row for the Canes, who play the Red Wings again 
Tuesday. 

“Everybody’s chipping in,” said Niederreiter, who scored his 12th of the 
season. “Everybody is stepping up the way they have to.” 

GARDINER TO TAXI SQUAD 

Defenseman Jake Gardiner on Sunday cleared NHL waivers and was 
placed on the team’s taxi squad. 

Gardiner has missed nine of the past 11 games for the Canes. 
Brind’Amour had said the veteran D-man has had some back issues. He 
has since been medically cleared to play. 

Gardiner was placed on waivers Saturday with the purpose of sending 
him to the taxi squad if not claimed. His average salary of $4.05 million 
will not count against the NHL salary cap while on the taxi squad. 
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Detroit Red Wings let down by special teams in 2-1 loss to Carolina 
Hurricanes 

 

Helene St. James 

 

The Detroit Red Wings like how hard they’re working, but it’ll take more 
than that for them to start liking the outcome of so many of these close 
games. 

Jonathan Bernier delivered his usual dependable performance Sunday at 
Little Caesars Arena, but special teams disappointed, and the Wings 
didn’t get a puck into the Carolina Hurricanes’ net until 9.4 seconds left 
on the clock. 

That was too little, too late, against one of the best teams in the Central 
Division and left the Wings to explain a 2-1 loss. 

[ Steve Yzerman's options: Predicting who Red Wings deal at NHL trade 
deadline ] 

It was all the more disappointing come on the heels of taking three of four 
points from the defending Stanley Cup champion Lightning last week. 

“We want to win,” captain Dylan Larkin said. “We play hard every night. 
We work for each other. Sometimes, it doesn’t go in. We weren’t hard 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 15, 2021 

 

enough around the net. We need to start seeing results, but I think the 
structure of our game and working for each other has been far better 
than what it was last year. It’s been far better than what it was at the 
beginning of the season, even. 

“If we stick with it I do believe we’re going to be successful, we are going 
to win games. We are going to be in these games that are close games 
against playoff teams and teams that made it far in the playoffs and we’re 
going to be learning from it and gaining experience and winning these 
games.” 

The Wings (8-17-4) have often talked of needing to win close games 
because they don't have the firepower to engage in high-scoring affairs. 
They failed to convert on two power plays against the Canes, and gave 
up a shorthanded goal to Dougie Hamilton off a Filip Zadina turnover. 
Nino Niederreiter scored in the third period. 

Bernier made 30 saves, and Anthony Mantha scored on the last of the 
Wings’ 26 shots. 

“We were super sloppy with the puck, and then we didn’t have even 
close to good enough of a shooting mentality,” coach Jeff Blashill said. 
“We passed up opportunities to shoot it. As a result, we didn’t create 
chaos until the third. We had some good chances in the third, it became 
a little more hectic of a game at that point. 

“Sometimes from a coach’s perspective, fan’s perspective, reporter’s 
perspective — we all want them to shoot the puck more. This year we’ve 
done a fine job of it, but we have gotten a little bit away from it, especially 
from our defensemen being ready to one-time pucks.” 

The teams play again Tuesday. 

Mantha confident 

Fresh off his first multipoint game of the season, Mantha scored his 
team-leading eighth goal. Mantha had four shots on net. 

HIS OWN WORDS:Mantha rips his own performance in 5 of 6 games 

“He’s been putting the puck in the net, which is good to see for him,” 
Larkin said. “He seems to be shooting it more. He’s moving his feet a 
little more, and that helps as a line. It’s been good and hopefully he can 
keep going.” 

Bernier big 

Larkin had two solid scoring chances in the first period, but it was Bernier 
down at the other end who was busiest, making a dozen saves in the first 
20 minutes. The Hurricanes were without leading scorer Vincent 
Trocheck, but Andrei Svechnikov had a couple good chances and 
Sebastian Aho also forced a save. It was Bernier’s second consecutive 
start and 10th in 14 games. 

Seven-Eleven 

The Wings went with seven defensemen and 11 forwards, the same 
lineup that earned a 6-4 victory last week over the Lightning. 

“The seven d are all guys I wanted in the lineup and above whoever the 
next forward was,” Blashill said. “And then ultimately the way the lineup is 
right now with the 11 forwards, everybody has a role. Everybody is on a 
special team, and the next guy going in is probably not on a special 
team, so then that person doesn’t play much.” 

Blashill likes the freedom to spread more minutes to his offensive 
forwards — for example, Zadina and Mantha each skated on their own 
respective lines, but also took shifts with the Bobby Ryan-Michael 
Rasmussen combo. 

Detroit Free Press LOADED: 03.15.2021 

1205969 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Game thread: Red Wings lose to Carolina, 2-1 

 

Tyler J. Davis 

 

Detroit Red Wings (8-16-4) vs. Carolina Hurricanes (19-6-1) 

When: 5 p.m. Sunday. 

Where: Little Caesars Arena. 

TV: Fox Sports Detroit. 

Radio: 97.1 FM (Red Wings radio affiliates). 

• Box score 

Game notes: The Wings come into the game following a win Thursday 
over the Tampa Bay Lightning, 6-4. ... The first-place Hurricanes have 
not lost since Feb. 25, winning their final game in February and all six of 
their games in March entering Sunday. They beat the Red Wings, 5-2, on 
March 4. 
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Steve Yzerman's options: Predicting who Detroit Red Wings deal at NHL 
trade deadline 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

General manager Steve Yzerman projects to have several options to add 
to the rebuild over the coming month as the Detroit Red Wings once 
again present as sellers at the NHL trade deadline. 

The Wings (8-16-4) are on pace to miss the playoffs for the fifth straight 
season. That was expected, because the team has yet to boast the kind 
of lineup that can compete for the Stanley Cup. To that end, the Wings 
stand to add draft picks and possibly prospects as teams headed for a 
playoff run stock up before April 12. 

The trade deadline falls a little more than three weeks before May 8, 
which is when the 56-game season is scheduled to end. Trades between 
U.S. and Canadian teams have been complicated by the pandemic, 
because of a 14-day quarantine requirement for players entering Canada 
— but the NHL has been trying to get that changed. 

Most of the Wings expected to garner interest are in the last year of their 
contracts, but not all. Most are veterans, but neither Valtteri Filppula nor 
Frans Nielsen, for example, made the list. Nielsen is solid defensively 
and has had a decent season (one goal, four assists, minus-1 in 21 
games) but he’s 36 and carries a $5.25 million cap hit through 2021-22, 
so that’s prohibitive. Filppula (two goals, three assists, minus-4 in 20 
games) is on an expiring contract with a $3 million cap hit, but he turns 
37 next week and hasn’t performed to expectations. Both have cleared 
waivers this season. 

REBUILD CHECK: Steve Yzerman generally pleased with Red Wings, 
despite record  

There are players on this list (Sam Gagner, Darren Helm, Jon Merrill) 
who have had COVID-19, which could work in their favor. It’s less likely 
to get it more than once, so there’d be less concern of losing a player to 
quarantine (minimum two weeks, and that’s with a quick recovery) with 
the playoffs on the horizon. 
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Several players aren’t listed because of their importance to the rebuild – 
a group headlined by Dylan Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi, Filip Zadina, and Filip 
Hronek. 

Here is an early look at who is in play and the probability of being traded. 

ONE YEAR LATER: How Red Wings coped with stress, unknowns 
during pandemic 

G Jonathan Bernier 

Stats: 7-5 in 14 appearances, .910 save percentage, 3.02 goals-against 
average. 

Contract: In last year ($2.5 million salary/$3 million cap hit). 

Buzz: Teams generally are set in goal at the trade deadline, but 
sometimes injuries spike interest, as was the case in 2018 when the 
Philadelphia Flyers made a successful bid for Petr Mrazek. Bernier would 
garner interest, but the problem for Yzerman is there’s no prospect in the 
farm system ready to assume NHL duties, and veteran Calvin Pickard 
hasn’t distinguished himself (4.66 GAA, .821 save percentage in four 
appearances with the Wings over the past two seasons). 

Trade probability: Low. 

D Christian Djoos 

Stats: 2 goals, 4 assists, minus-9 in 24 games. 

Contract: In last year ($1 million salary & cap hit). 

Buzz: The Wings claimed Djoos, 26, off waivers in January. He’s prone 
to defensive mistakes but has a nice shoot and could be a good addition 
for a contender as a power play/third-pairing guy. 

Trade probability: Low. 

F Luke Glendening 

Stats: 3 goals, 5 assists, minus-3 in 26 games. 

Contract: In last year ($1.5 million salary/$1.8 million cap hit). 

Buzz: There’s perennial interest in him at the trade deadline thanks to his 
speed, sound defensive instincts, faceoff prowess and an elite level of 
competitiveness – all of which adds up to a bargain with his contract. I 
don’t see Yzerman moving Glendening, though, unless there’s an 
understanding he will re-sign in the offseason. Even though he’s 31, 
Glendening is valuable to the rebuild because he helps set the tone for 
the culture in the locker room. 

Trade probability: Medium. 

F Sam Gagner 

Stats: 4 goals, 5 assists, plus-4 in 20 games. 

Contract: In last year ($850,000 salary & cap hit). 

Buzz: Gagner, 31, should garner interest because he shoots right, works 
hard, is a great character guy, and is affordable. All of his points have 
come at even strength, but put him on a power-play unit on a contender 
and he projects to be a nice, inexpensive addition. 

Trade probability: Medium. 

F Darren Helm 

Stats: 1 goal, 2 assists, minus-6 in 19 games. 

Contract: In last year ($3 million salary/$3.85 million cap hit). 

Buzz: Helm, 34, isn’t as productive as he was in his prime but gets up 
and down the ice with ease and has strong defensive instincts. He can 
play center or wing, take faceoffs, and has played 82 playoff games. If 
the Wings retain some of his salary, he should garner interest from a 
team looking for a veteran two-way forward. 

Trade probability: Medium-low. 

F Anthony Mantha 

Stats: 7 goals, 6 assists, minus-13 in 27 games. 

Contract: First of four years ($4.5 million salary/$5.7 million cap hit). 

Buzz: Higher-ups in the organization aren’t happy with how he has 
performed after signing a fat contract in November. It isn’t just that his 
production has been subpar, it’s that there have been games he was 
hardly noticeable. He had his first multipoint game March 11. That’s a 
damning indictment for a 6-foot-5 winger with elite skills. The problem is 
other teams’ scouts have seen Mantha disappear for stretches for five 
seasons. That’s going to make it difficult for Yzerman to get fair value 
even with the selling point that maybe a change of scenery will inspire 
Mantha. 

Trade probability: Low. 

D Jon Merrill 

Stats: 4 assists, plus-5 in 22 games. 

Contract: In last year ($925,000 salary & cap hit). 

Buzz: He’s a 6-3, 195-pound defender who skates well and plays both 
special teams. Add to that an inexpensive contract, and he could be an 
attractive addition for a team looking to add depth. 

Trade probability: Medium-Low. 

D Patrik Nemeth 

Stats: 2 goals, 2 assists, minus-4 in 27 games. 

Contract: In last year ($2.8 million salary/$3 million cap hit). 

Buzz: He hasn’t been as physical this season, but he’s a serviceable 
defenseman and penalty killer, and could be good insurance for a 
contender because there’s no such thing as too much defense depth in 
the playoffs. 

Trade probability: Low. 

F Bobby Ryan 

Stats: 6 goals, 7 assists, minus-10 in 27 games. 

Contract: In last year ($1 million salary & cap hit). 

Buzz: Ryan projects to garner significant interest because he’s a 6-2, 
208-pound forward who shoots right and has more than a decade’s worth 
of history as a productive player at even strength and on man 
advantages. He’s not the player he was in his prime but makes little. The 
best part for the Wings is Ryan would be highly likely to re-sign in the 
offseason. 

Trade probability: High. 

D Marc Staal 

Stats: 2 goals, 2 assists, minus-3 in 28 games. 

Contract: In last year ($4.2 million salary/$5.7 million cap hit). 

Buzz: Who doesn’t love adding a big (6-4, 209) defenseman with 
experience at the deadline? Staal, 34, has topped 900 regular-season 
games and 100 playoff games. He’s an in-your-face guy who likes to 
aggravate. Yzerman acquired Staal in October as an add-on in a trade 
with the New York Rangers that at the time yielded a second-round pick. 
Staal projects to bring another draft pick to the rebuild (though the Wings 
may have to retain some of his salary). 

Trade probability: High. 

F Evgeny Svechnikov 

Stats: 2 goals, 2 assists, minus-2 in 4 games. 

Contract: In last year ($874,125 salary & cap hit). 
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Buzz: It’s exceedingly clear he’s not viewed as being part of the rebuild. 
Svechnikov, 24, was waived in January, and even with a point per game 
average, he was pulled from the lineup. If there’s even a smidge of 
interest, if there’s a chance of including him in a package deal, the Wings 
should trade their 2015 first-round pick and give him a chance to build a 
career elsewhere. 

Trade probability: Low. 
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Powerless Red Wings wilt under relentless Hurricanes 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — If Tampa Bay isn’t the best team in the division, Carolina might 
be. 

The Red Wings had a good look at both teams this past week, and 
Carolina looked awfully good Sunday, defeating the Red Wings 2-1, and 
moving into the Central Division lead. 

Anthony Mantha scored with 9.4 seconds left, his eighth goal, depriving 
former Plymouth Whalers goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic of the shutout. 

But the Hurricanes did a lot of things well, especially shutting down the 
Wings, who didn't help themselves by simply not shooting the puck on 
several scoring occasions. 

"For the first part of the game we checked pretty well, we didn't give up a 
whole bunch of chances, our defensive zone coverage was better," 
coach Jeff Blashill said. "We competed hard. We were sloppy, though, 
with the puck. Then, we didn't have a close enough shooting mentality. 

"We talked even yesterday about when you get into the scoring areas, 
you have to shoot the puck. We passed up shooting opportunities to 
shoot the puck and as a result, we didn't create chaos (around the net)." 

Dougie Hamilton (shorthanded) and Nino Niederreiter scored for 
Carolina, as the Hurricanes extended their win streak to eight games.. 

The Wings (8-17-4) lost their fifth game in the last six (1-4-1), with 
Nedeljkovic stopping 25 shots for the victory. 

"We played hard, that's a good team over there," forward Dylan Larkin 
said. "It was an emotional game. It was very much like a playoff game. 
Close checking. I liked how we hung in there with one of the best teams 
in our division. 

"We just have to score. We had some chances, but our line, with Fabs 
(Robby Fabbri) and Mo (Mantha), we had chances, we just have to 
score." 

BOX SCORE: Carolina 2, Red Wings 1 

Hamilton scored a shorthanded goal at 15:13, for the game’s first goal. 

The Wings went scoreless on two power plays, and allowed quality 
scoring chances for the Hurricanes during those instances, forcing 
goaltender Jonathan Bernier to turn away several 2-on-1 rushes. 

But Hamilton corralled a loose puck, broke free on the odd-man rush, 
and using his teammate as a decoy, glided into the slot near the hash 
marks and snapped a shot past Bernier. 

"He's (Bernier) played great," Larkin said. "Every time we need it, he's 
made great saves. He's been so solid for us. It gives us confidence. We 
gave up too many 2-on-1s on the power play and you can't do that.  

"We have to battle a little harder for him, he's been great." 

Hamilton had a great, unexpected scoring chance earlier in the second 
period. 

We're offering a great deal on all-access subscriptions. Check it out here. 

His dump in caromed out of the corner and slid directly through Bernier’s 
crease, before  the Red Wings' goalie backhanded the puck. 

Carolina (20-6-1) got the insurance goal with Niederreiter's 12th. 

Niederreiter and Sebastian Aho skated into the Wings zone on a 2-on-2 
rush, Niederreiter took a drop pass from Aho, and using Filip Hronek as a 
screen, snapped a shot past Bernier just 1:37 into the third period. 

Bernier stopped 30 shots, twice frustrating Jordan Martinook on Carolina 
2-on-1 rushes in the second period. 

"He's been like this for over a year plus," said Blashill of Bernier's 
goaltending. "This is who he is and guys have tons of confidence that 
he's going to give us a chance to win the hockey game." 

But the Wings had precious little offense against a Hurricanes' team 
defense that made it tough on the Wings to establish anything all day. 

The big, mobile Carolina defense consistently broke up potential scoring 
threats, while the Hurricanes' work ethic up and down the lineup never 
allows for a weak shift. 

"They play hard, they never seem to take a night off and that's the 
approach we have to have," Larkin said. "And it's there, it's coming, we 
work for each other." 
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Vladislav Namestnikov's offense catching up to defense for Red Wings 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — There was a stretch at the start of the season that goals just 
weren't happening for Vladislav Namestnikov, a Red Wings' free-agent 
acquisition during the offseason. 

And, sure, the offense would have been nice, as the entire roster 
seemingly was in a slump. 

But the thing with Namestnikov's game, as it's been throughout his 
career, is he is a player who can help a team on the defensive end, too. 

For that reason, it was easy for the coaching staff to wait until 
Namestnikov's offensive game caught up. 

"There's different ways to contribute," Namestnikov said. "Obviously if it's 
not going in for you (offensively), there's other ways (to help). Defense is 
a very important part of the game, and if it's (the puck) not going in, you 
can focus more on the defensive side." 

The nephew of former Red Wings forward Slava Kozlov, Namestnikov 
grew up in the Russia junior hockey system before moving to North 
America to play for London in the Ontario Hockey League. 

Namestnikov gives credit to London owners/coaches Mark and Dale 
Hunter for establishing how important it is to play a trustworthy defensive 
game for the next level in hockey. 

"Growing up and playing in Russia, it's a little different hockey over 
there," Namestnikov said. "When I came over to London, and playing for 
the Hunters, they taught me how there's two sides of the game, the 
offensive and defensive side, and that's where it all started. 

"I picked it up from there and worked on my game from there." 
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Namestnikov has played several games now centering Sam Gagner and 
Filip Zadina, and the line seems to be developing chemistry. 

Both wingers are skilled, fast players who see the ice well, and can play 
off the versatile Namestnikov. 

"We just read off each other," Namestnikov said. "They're both smart 
players and we read off each other. Both of them are very skilled and 
fast. We've been together now for a couple of games here, and we're 
building chemistry with each practice, and we're getting better." 

Namestnikov always has made his offseason home in the Detroit area, 
going back to living with Kozlov when he was a Red Wing, so it always 
felt it was just a matter of time before Namestnikov became a Red Wing. 

By signing a two-year contract in the offseason, Namestnikov was able to 
strengthen some roots, and not necessarily worry about being dealt, after 
being with three teams last season. 

"I try not to think about it ever," Namestnikov said of worrying about 
trades. "I'm kind of day to day, and focus on the game. That (trades) part 
is out of our control." 

The adjustment to the Wings has been rather smooth for Namestnikov. 

"I knew all the guys coming in, so that part wasn't a problem," 
Namestnikov said. "I skated with them all summer, so they welcomed me 
with open arms, so that wasn't bad. It was just figuring out the systems 
and getting used to that stuff." 

Offense coming alive 

The Wings scored a season-high six goals in Thursday's victory over 
Tampa Bay, and had back-to-back five-goal games two weeks ago,  as 
the offense has generally perked up. 

Coach Jeff Blashill is seeing confidence brewing on the offensive end. 

"As I said to the guys before (Saturday's) practice, scoring does matter, 
and when you score, you’re allowed to make mistakes, and when you 
don’t score, you can’t make any mistakes,” Blashill said. “The fact we 
were able to score, and we’ve scored a little bit more in the last little bit, it 
gives confidence to everybody on the ice that we can have a game 
where you get down early and can come back. 

"We scored some nice goals, and did some stuff you have to do to be 
successful. We’d love to be a team that can score to that level, (but) we 
also have to make sure we’re better defensively.” 

Unselfish gesture 

There was an interesting play at the end of Thursday's game against 
Tampa Bay, when Anthony Mantha had an easy opportunity for an empty 
net goal — and Mantha's second goal of that game. 

But instead, Mantha gently tapped the puck over to Namestnikov, who 
was trailing on the play, and gave Namestnikov the opportunity for the 
easy tap-in goal. 

It's the type of play that reverberates around the locker room, and 
showed something about Mantha, who has gone through a difficult first 
half to the season. 

"It showed what type of person he is, very respected in the room," 
Namestnikov said. "Guys love him for that reason. 

"It was very, very nice gesture for sure." 

Blashill has been pleased with the professionalism and character of this 
roster from the start of training camp, and Mantha's play was a good 
example of that. 

"Obviously it was an unselfish play," Blashill said. "Guys care about each 
other and want to be good teammates. It's a play that shows that our 
guys do care about each other and are good teammates and want to win 
for each other. 

"They've dug in and worked together through hard times and that shows 
the character of people. We have a room full of character." 
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Red Wings’ offense stalls in loss to Carolina 

 

Updated Mar 14, 2021; Posted Mar 14, 2021 

By Ansar Khan  

 

DETROIT – One game after their largest scoring outburst in nearly two 
years, the Detroit Red Wings struggled to find the back of the net on 
Sunday. 

Alex Nedeljkovic made 25 saves and narrowly missed recording a 
shutout in a 2-1 victory for the Carolina Hurricanes at Little Caesars 
Arena. 

Anthony Mantha’s team-leading eighth goal with 9.4 seconds remaining 
in the third period was all the offense Detroit generated. The Red Wings 
(8-17-4) were coming off a 6-4 victory over Tampa Bay on Thursday. 

Carolina (20-6-1) moved one point ahead of Tampa Bay and Florida in a 
tight race for the top spot in the Central Division. 

Jonathan Bernier, starting for the eighth time in 10 games, made 30 
saves. His record dropped to 7-6-0. 

Bernier was pulled for the extra skater with 3:13 remaining in the third 
period with his team trailing by two goals. Mantha’s shot deflected in off a 
Carolina player in the slot. 

Dougie Hamilton opened the scoring with a shorthanded goal at 15:13 of 
the second period. Hamilton broke up the play his own zone, skated the 
puck up the ice on a two-on-one with Sebastien Aho, avoided a sliding 
poke-check attempt from Dylan Larkin and fired in a shot from the slot. 

Nino Niederreiter made it 2-0 at 1:37 of the third, beating Bernier high 
glove side with a shot from the left face-off circle. 

Red Wings have been outscored 42-22 in the third period this season. 

These teams meet again at LCA on Tuesday (7:30 p.m., Fox Sports 
Detroit). 
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Red Wings believe better health will translate to second-half 
improvement 

 

Updated Mar 13, 2:18 PM; Posted Mar 13, 2:18 PM 

By Ansar Khan  

 

DETROIT – The Detroit Red Wings reached the midway mark of the 
season third from last in the NHL in points percentage and in the bottom 
three in all major statistical categories (goals for, goals against, power 
play, penalty kill). 

At 8-16-4, they are on pace for 40 points, which, in 56 games, would be 
an improvement from last season, when they finished with 39 points in 71 
games. 
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But simply matching the first half would not be acceptable to them. They 
are seeking marked improvement and believe better health can help 
them achieve it. 

“When we’ve had a full roster, we’ve been a harder team to play against,” 
coach Jeff Blashill said. “That means we’ve been pretty good defensively. 
We’ve made it hard for other teams to get easy chances. We’ve played 
fairly heavy. We’ve put teams on their heels at times and been physical. 

“When we haven’t had a full enough roster, we haven’t handled that well 
enough. We’ve needed more guys to step up. In general, we haven’t had 
the production we hoped across the board. I try to stay process-oriented 
and production is results-oriented, but there’s times we need a little bit 
more of that.” 

The Red Wings start the second half Sunday against Carolina at Little 
Caesars Arena (5 p.m., Fox Sports Detroit). Tyler Bertuzzi, one of their 
best players, remains out (upper-body injury), but they’re in much better 
health than at any point this season, particularly the early stretch when 
five regulars were out due to COVID protocol. 

“We’ve had to deal with a lot, probably more so than other teams when 
we had to play through our stretch with guys missing,” Dylan Larkin said. 
“There is some excitement guys are coming back and hopefully we can 
get to where we have our full lineup and see what can happen and get on 
a little run.” 

Of course, if general manager Steve Yzerman trades some players in the 
final year of their contracts by the April 12 deadline – a long list of 
possibilities includes Bobby Ryan, Sam Gagner, Patrik Nemeth, Marc 
Staal, Jon Merrill and Jonathan Bernier – that figures to impact their 
record adversely. 

But for now, they hope to build some momentum from the past two 
games against defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay – a 4-3 
overtime loss and 6-4 victory. 

“We’re slowly starting to kind of figure out how to win the tough games,” 
Vladislav Namestnikov said. “I thought the last couple we’ve played really 
well, so hopefully we can continue and kind of get on a streak.” 

Individually, there is room for improvement up and down the lineup. 

Their leading scorer, defenseman Filip Hronek, has only 14 points. 
Anthony Mantha, whose lack of hustle got him taken off the power play in 
one game, benched in another and scratched one night, has skated 
much better lately, and leads the team with seven goals. Larkin has a 
goal in each of the past two games after missing four games with an 
injury and experiencing a dry spell before that. 

The defense, with additions Staal, Merrill and Troy Stecher, and a 
healthy Danny DeKeyser, is an upgrade from last season. 

And Bernier (7-5-0) once again has been their best player, giving them a 
chance to win almost every time he starts. 

After averaging less than two goals per game for much of the season, 
they have experienced a bit of a surge with 24 goals in their past seven 
games. 

“As I said to the guys before practice (Saturday), scoring does matter, 
and when you score, you’re allowed to make mistakes, and when you 
don’t score, you can’t make any mistakes,” Blashill said. “The fact we’ve 
scored a little bit more in the last little bit gives confidence to everybody 
that maybe we can have a game where you get down early and can 
come back. We’d love to be a team that can score at that level. We also 
have to make sure we’re better defensively.” 

Their streak of five consecutive games with a power-play goal ended 
Thursday, but Blashill likes the way they are trending on special teams. 

“We’ve spent more time in the zone,” he said. “If you look at power plays 
and penalty kills, it’s all about spending time in the zone. That means 
winning face-offs, no unforced errors on bad turnovers or lack of 
execution, entries in the zone. We’ve done more of all three of those.” 
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Takeaways: Blue Jackets miss another opportunity, but feel they're 
turning a corner 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Seth Jones, left, checks Dallas Stars forward Rhett Gardner during the 
first period of the Blue Jackets' game on Sunday at Nationwide Arena. 

Another missed opportunity stung the Blue Jackets on Sunday at 
Nationwide Arena, but it wasn’t the same as others.  

They only scored once during a 2-1 shootout loss to the Dallas Stars, 
missed the net a couple times in the breakaways and Zach Werenski 
couldn’t pull off the same heroics late in overtime that he did just 24 
hours earlier.  

The upside is the Jackets finally appear to be figuring some things out, 
finding solutions to maddening issues that plagued them throughout the 
first half of this abbreviated season.   

“We’re definitely starting to feel it a little bit,” said Werenski, who did 
score a key goal that pushed the game to OT for an important point in the 
standings. “We’ve still got a lot of work to do. I think this weekend was a 
step in the right direction.”  

Here are a few more takeaways:  

A surreal stalemate  

The Blue Jackets took three out of four possible points in the weekend 
back-to-back against Dallas, which ordinarily would be something to crow 
about. Thanks to the COVID-19 pandemic limiting play to just intra-
division games, it doesn’t have nearly the same impact when both games 
finish in overtime or shootouts.  

The Stars also got three points out of the two games and they’ve got six 
games in hand too, despite being in sixth place and five points behind the 
Blue Jackets. Both teams are chasing the Chicago Blackhawks for the 
fourth and final playoff spot in the Central Division.  

“They’re kind of a team in the same boat as we are, fighting for a playoff 
spot, right on the cusp there,” Werenski said. “Every point’s crucial, so it’s 
weird. You get three of four points, but they also get three of four points 
and we kind of stay the same.”  

Shootout shortcomings  

Cam Atkinson started the shootout off with an interesting decision.  

The Jackets’ leading goal-scorer and accomplished shootout option 
skated the puck straight at Stars goalie Jake Oettinger and pulled up for 
a slap shot from between the circles. The shot grazed the tip of 
Oettinger’s glove, deflected over the net and didn’t really challenge the 
goalie all that much.  

Atkinson often uses a lethal backhand-forehand deke in shootouts, 
breakaways and penalty shots, but he left that one hanging in the tool 
shed this time.  

The Jackets’ next two attempts were taken by Patrik Laine and Max 
Domi, who both missed the net on shots aimed at holes that were open. 
Laine, who’s now 9 for 20 in his career, missed wide of the top left corner 
and Domi – who dropped to 0 for 7 in his career – flipped a backhand 
over the crossbar after deking Oettinger to the ice.  
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“I leave it up to the players,” Tortorella said. “They’re trying. Max’s move 
… Max has the best chance. I thought it was a terrific move. He just shot 
it over the net. But they’re trying. We don’t get it done.”  

More dazzling saves  

Joonas Korpisalo is making a habit out of pulling off jaw-dropping saves.  

After a couple of acrobatic stops in his previous start Tuesday against the 
Florida Panthers, including a driving effort to get his stick on a shot in 
mid-air, the Finnish netminder pulled off another doozy in the late stages 
of the second period Sunday.  

This time, he robbed Stars captain Jamie Benn with 3:41 left in the period 
– getting his left leg over just in time to stop a follow-up of Blake 
Comeau’s miss off the crossbar. Korpisalo also stopped Radulov about 
two minutes later off an odd-man rush, keeping the Stars from extending 
their 1-0 lead.  

“The one (on Benn) was just all desperation, going side-to-side,” said 
Korpisalo, who made 34 saves. “I think in those key moments, the team 
needs it and I’ve got to be able to make those saves to keep the team 
afloat.”  

Korpisalo’s shootout strategy  

Korpisalo used to be a goalie who would go over video of opposing 
players’ most common shootout moves before his starts. He no longer 
does, though, because it was tying him up mentally once he got into the 
actual shootouts.  

Reacting to shootout moves on the fly is now his preference.  

“I used to do shootout videos before every game and I don’t think it 
helped me too much, because I started thinking (about) what they could 
do,” said Korpisalo, who fell to 0-3 in shootouts this season. “Now, I’m 
not watching them at all. I just try to go out there and trust my instincts 
and not think too much (about) what they could do.”  

Another face-off goal  

One thing the Blue Jackets have done well this season is score goals off 
plays they discuss prior to face-offs in the offensive zone.   

Werenski scored the latest one to tie it 1-1 at 6:49 of the third period, 
one-timing a slapper past Oettinger from just inside the blue line at the 
right point. Jack Roslovic won the draw against Dallas’ Jason Dickinson 
cleanly, sliding the puck back to Seth Jones at the blue line, and a short 
touch pass later it was on its way toward the net courtesy of Werenski.  

“Originally it was supposed to be (a draw) to me and I was supposed to 
go to Jonesy, but it went back to him and he came over to me,” Werenski 
said. “So, it was kind of in reverse a little bit, but it’s nice that it found its 
way in and we end up getting a point out of it.” 
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Blue Jackets fall to Dallas Stars, 2-1, in shootout to split back-to-back 
games with similar endings 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

Dallas Stars forward Alexander Radulov, left, reacts after scoring against 
Joonas Korpisalo to lift his team to a 2-1 shootout victory Sunday at 
Nationwide Arena. 

It was almost like a “do over” for the Dallas Stars on Sunday at 
Nationwide Arena and they didn’t flub it.  

Unlike what happened in the Blue Jackets’ 3-2 overtime victory over 
them Saturday, when Zach Werenski scored with just 4.5 seconds left in 
OT, the Stars forced this one to a shootout and won it in the third round 
on a goal by Alexander Radulov.  

“I thought late in the second (period) through the third that those were our 
best minutes," Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella said. "We end up with 
four or five scoring chances, we hold them to one in the third period. 
Pretty even game. I liked how we progressed during the game. They 
score one in the shootout and we don’t.”  

Just like Saturday, Werenski had another chance to end it before time 
ran out in OT. Unlike that game, Dallas goalie Jake Oettinger made the 
save against him with about a second to spare before the horn. 

"It was weird," said Werenski, who fired a shot off a 2-on-1 rush with Jack 
Roslovic skating up the right side. "I didn’t really know how much time we 
had left. I would’ve liked to pass it tonight to Roslovic. Their 
(defenseman) did a good job of taking it away, so I just tried shooting it 
and their goalie made an aggressive save. It’s unfortunate, but it’s kind of 
similar to (Saturday).”   

Cam Atkinson, Patrik Laine and Max Domi all came up empty in the 
shootout for Columbus, which cleared the way for the Stars’ Radulov to 
win it – capping his first game back from a lower-body injury that kept him 
out 16 games.  

Joe Pavelski scored Dallas’ goal in regulation and Werenski scored for 
the Blue Jackets (11-12-7), who got 34 saves from goalie Joonas 
Korpisalo.  

Oettinger made 29 stops for the Stars (9-9-6), who are five points behind 
the Blue Jackets in the Central Division standings with six games in 
hand. 

"I think this weekend was a step in the right direction," Werenski said. 
"It’s just tough getting three out of four points, because they end up 
getting three of four points and they’re in our division. It’s kind of weird 
how it works this year." 

Breaking from a season-long trend, the Jackets didn’t score the first goal. 

The Stars did with 5:32 left in the first period when Pavelski skated in 
front of Korpisalo and redirected a short feed from Joel Kiviranta into the 
net for a 1-0 lead.  

That remained the game’s lone goal through the rest of the first, all of the 
second period and nearly seven minutes of the third – a stretch that 
Werenski finally changed with a blast from the right point.  

Werenski tied it 1-1 on his third of the season, which he scored off a 
face-off won by Roslovic. The draw went straight back to Seth Jones and 
he quickly slid it over to his defense partner for a long slapshot through 
traffic.  

Zipping between two Stars players, the puck ripped into the upper right 
corner of the net under the crossbar to beat Oettinger.  

It was a huge goal for the Blue Jackets, who’d struggled to generate 
scoring chances in the first two periods against a stout Dallas defense. 
Werenski’s tally also rewarded Korpisalo for a pair of big saves in the 
final four minutes of the second period, which prevented the Stars from 
extending a 1-0 lead.  

The first of those saves was a sprawling pad save at the goal line to deny 
Dallas captain Jamie Benn from scoring, after Blake Comeau had just 
pinged a shot off the crossbar. The second was against Radulov, who 
was stonewalled on an open shot off an odd-man situation two minutes 
later.  

Radulov got the better of their second matchup, which happened in the 
shootout. After faking a shot low to the far side to get Korpisalo moving, 
he pulled the puck to his backhand for a shot into the net on the short 
side. 
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“I thought that was a great move," Korpisalo said. "He got me stuck 
there. I took the bait. I thought he was going to go for low blocker and 
then he pulled it to the backhand and scored over my pad. So, good 
move.” 
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Bemstrom's play improving, but Blue Jackets still need him to find his 
scoring touch 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

Dallas Stars defenseman Joel Hanley takes out forward Emil Bemstrom 
on a breakaway during the third period of the Blue Jackets' 4-3 overtime 
win Saturday at Nationwide Arena. Bemstrom was awarded a penalty 
shot and didn't convert. 

As he prepared to face the Dallas Stars on Sunday, Blue Jackets forward 
Emil Bemstrom was hunting for his first goal of the season.  

The last time he had scored in the NHL, his fifth in a span of eight 
games, happened more than a year earlier on Mar. 8, 2020, in 
Vancouver, the final game of the 2019-20 regular season thanks to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. About seven minutes into that game, Bemstrom 
found a soft spot in the Canucks’ zone and launched a one-timer from 
the low slot that beat goalie Thatcher Demko to the blocker side for his 
10th goal.   

He was just starting to figure it out in the NHL at that point, beginning to 
bubble as a goal scorer, and then everything stopped for the pandemic 
— including his scoring touch. Bemstrom, the youngest player to ever 
lead the Swedish Hockey League in goals with 23 in 2018-19, hasn’t 
scored one for the Blue Jackets since.  

He didn’t register a point in five postseason games last summer, 
memorably firing wide of the Tampa Bay Lightning net in his last 
appearance, and Bemstrom’s first 14 games this season were also 
devoid of goals to his credit.  

“There’s a guy that … you’d just like to see him score a goal,” Blue 
Jackets coach John Tortorella said, after Bemstrom came up empty on a 
penalty shot in the third period of a 4-3 overtime victory Saturday against 
the Stars. “I think he makes a good move on that (penalty shot). It just 
hits his lower pad. He’s going five-hole. It just hits the lower part of (the 
goalie’s) pad. I’d just like to see him score a goal, so maybe that will relax 
him even more with the puck.”  

A week earlier, Tortorella had similar sentiments after Bemstrom failed to 
convert in the Jackets’ 3-2 win in Dallas, missing the net in the third 
period after getting a great feed from Boone Jenner and using a 
backhand deke to cross up goalie Anton Khudobin.  

“That would've been good for him,” Tortorella said, lamenting the miss. “I 
leaned over to (an assistant) coach right after it happened and I said, 
‘Man, that would’ve been so good for our team right now in this game 
and it would’ve been so good for him, just so it relaxes him.’ But I think 
he’s improving.”  

That’s the bright side.  

Despite his lack of goals, Bemstrom’s play the past couple weeks has 
steadily increased. He’s seeing the ice better, reading plays better and 
picked up his second assist of the season on a goal by Max Domi on 
Saturday against the Stars.  

“I think he’s strong on the puck,” Tortorella said. “He’s done some good 
things on the wall. I know he’s concentrating on the other things when 
he’s not scoring goals, on the other side of the puck.”  

And if that continues, it should only be a matter of time before Bemstrom 
makes the goal lamp flash again.  

New acquisition  

The Blue Jackets signed center Josh Dunne on Sunday to a two-year 
entry-level contract as a collegiate free agent.  

Dunne, 22, played 78 career games for Clarkson University and 
registered a career scoring line of 29 goals, 26 assists and 55 points, 
including 2-3-5 in 14 games as a junior this season. Dunne, who 
attended the Blue Jackets’ development camp in 2019, was also named 
Clarkson’s captain this season.  

Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo Kekäläinen also played his college 
hockey at Clarkson, prior to playing in the NHL, and that’s not Dunne’s 
only connection to Columbus. He also has two older sisters, Jincy and 
Jessica, who played for Ohio State’s women’s hockey program.  

Dunne will report to the Cleveland Monsters and begin his professional 
career this season in the American Hockey League.  

Cannon fodder  

Zach Werenski’s overtime goal Saturday against Dallas was his 60th 
goal in the first 322 games of his career, making him the third-fastest 
defenseman among active players to reach that milestone. The only two 
who got there in fewer games were San Jose Sharks defenseman Eric 
Karlsson (295 games) and Montreal Canadiens defenseman Shea 
Weber (302 games). … Kekäläinen said during a television interview 
Saturday that top goalie prospect Daniil Tarasov is expected to join the 
Monsters after his team in the Kontinental Hockey League, Salavat 
Yulaev Ufa, is finished with the postseason. Tarasov, selected in the third 
round (No. 86) of the 2017 NHL draft, went 11-3-2 with a 2.07 goals-
against average, .925 save percentage and two shutouts this season as 
a KHL rookie. 
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Blue Jackets' John Tortorella still tinkering, unafraid of criticism after 
tough decisions 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

John Tortorella is being scrutinized again for benching players, including 
sharp-shooting forward Patrik Laine, in the late stages of Thursday's 
overtime loss to Florida. 

John Tortorella has called his shot multiple times during six seasons as 
the Blue Jackets’ head coach. 

He has always maintained that his primary responsibility is to coach with 
the intent to win, not appease others, and he won’t make decisions to 
save his job — if it indeed needs saving. 

Halfway through a tumultuous 56-game season, and going into a 
weekend back-to-back against the Dallas Stars with 26 points in 28 
games, an argument could be made that Tortorella’s job may soon need 
saving — despite a March 2 vote of confidence from general manager 
Jarmo Kekalainen. 

The thought simply doesn’t register with Tortorella. 

“You guys call it a benching and all that,” he said Friday, a day after 
Patrik Laine and Jack Roslovic sat on the bench for the final 6:53 of 
regulation in a 5-4 overtime loss to Florida. “My job is, throughout hockey 
games, to make decisions on who’s going, who isn’t, the situational 
plays, the momentums of games, who the other team puts out there. … 
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There’s a lot of things that come into play, especially when we’re reeling 
a little.” 

The most questionable was sitting Laine for that final stretch of the third 
period and all 2:48 of a 3-on-3 overtime period that Florida’s Frank 
Vatrano ended with a goal off a 2-on-1 rush. 

Laine, 22, was the main prize of a blockbuster trade in January with 
Winnipeg. The No. 2 pick of the 2016 NHL draft, Laine scored 140 goals 
in 306 games for the Jets, including 44 in 2017-18, and he'd just scored 
his ninth of this season on a power play earlier in the third. 

Many observers in the hockey world saw a star player being benched for 
no just cause, a premier goal-scorer who could’ve won the game instead 
of collecting splinters in his hockey pants. Tortorella saw a liability and a 
tough coaching decision. 

Laine was one of his players who had failed to clear the defensive zone 
in the waning stages of the second period, leading to a goal by Patric 
Hornqvist that cut the Blue Jackets’ 2-0 lead in half. Laine was also on 
the ice for the Panthers’ next two goals in the third, scored by rookies 
Ryan Lomberg and Owen Tippett to cut a 4-1 lead to 4-3. 

Laine also failed to break up a Panthers zone entry, which extended a 
shift that ended with Blue Jackets defenseman Michael Del Zotto being 
penalized for interference. It was a questionable call, but the Panthers 
still got a tying power-play goal out of it. 

Although Laine wasn’t at fault for all the goals scored while he was on the 
ice, he did have chances to help prevent a couple of them. So with his 
lead gone and time melting away, Tortorella made an executive decision 
to shorten his bench, opting not to use Laine, Roslovic or Eric Robinson 
after the Del Zotto penalty. 

Many saw the sequence as a benching; Tortorella did not. In his mind, he 
was a coach trying to win a game. 

“I’d love to be able to put all my top guns out there, but I also have to look 
at how they’re playing at that particular time,” said Tortorella, who spent 
extended time with Laine on Friday going over situations from the game. 
“There’s not free passes because you’re notably the top gun. I don’t look 
at it that way. I look at what’s happening right now and go that way. Do I 
make mistakes? Absolutely. But I’m certainly going to go with my 
stomach, as far as what I feel is best at that particular time for the hockey 
club.”  

Vlad’s a dad 

Vladislav Gavrikov returned Saturday against Dallas after missing 
Thursday's game for the birth of his first child, Miroslava. Gavrikov’s wife, 
Anastasia, delivered the baby earlier in the day to make Gavrikov the 
second Jackets player this season to become a first-time father. 

Riley Nash missed a Feb. 2 game against the Stars when his wife, Clare, 
delivered their son, Rhett. 

All-timers 

The Blue Jackets revealed their all-time team from the franchise’s first 20 
years on Thursday. 

The top three forwards are Rick Nash, Cam Atkinson and Nick Foligno, 
with Zach Werenski and Seth Jones as the top defensive pairing. The 
second team includes Artemi Panarin, Ryan Johansen and David 
Vyborny up front with David Savard and Fedor Tyutin on the blue line. 

Sergei Bobrovsky is the first team's goaltender, with Steve Mason on the 
second team. Tortorella was named the top coach. 

The team was decided by a panel of current and former players, local 
and national media and other experts, including two members of The 
Dispatch. 
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Opportunity missed: Blue Jackets’ shootout woes continue with loss to 
Stars 

 

By Aaron Portzline Mar 14, 2021  

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Max Domi‘s shootout move had the desired effect, 
forcing Dallas goaltender Jake Oettinger to commit to a forehand shot 
before Domi snapped the puck back to the backhand side of his stick. 

There was plenty of net to shoot at, but Domi’s backhand roofer had a 
little too much loft on it. The puck sailed over the crossbar, Oettinger was 
off the hook, and the Blue Jackets were seconds away from losing in a 
shootout. 

Dallas’ Alexander Radulov, fresh off the injury list earlier Sunday, was the 
only shooter for either club to score in the shootout, beating Joonas 
Korpisalo in the third round to give Dallas a 2-1 victory in Nationwide 
Arena. 

“I thought that was a great move,” Korpisalo said of Radulov’s shot. “He 
got me stuck there. I took the bait. I thought he was going to go low 
blocker, and he pulled it back and shot it over my pad.” 

In the 30th game of a normal season, losing a tight game against the 
Stars in a shootout would be a palatable outcome. 

But this is nothing close to a normal season. 

The Blue Jackets, now two games deep into the second half of the 
season, are essentially in the stretch drive, needing to string wins 
together to get back into playoff position. After Saturday’s 4-3 overtime 
win, they had a chance to sweep a two-game set for the first time this 
season, but they came up short again. 

The Jackets get a point, sure, but two points go to the Stars, who are 
typically in a different conference but now sit in the same division with the 
Blue Jackets — the Central — because of the NHL’s temporary 
realignment prompted by COVID-19. 

By taking three points out of four this weekend, the Jackets have pulled 
to within four points of Chicago for the fourth and final playoff position. 
But they didn’t pull away from Dallas, which is five points behind 
Columbus but with six games in hand. 

“They’re kind of in the same boat we are, fighting for a playoff spot right 
on the cusp,” Blue Jackets defenseman Zach Werenski said. “Every point 
is crucial right now, but we kind of stayed the same.” 

The Blue Jackets are playing much better than they did a week or so 
ago, but the time for moral victories has passed. 

Werenski scored the Blue Jackets’ lone goal at 6:49 of the third period, 
ripping a shot through traffic just after a faceoff win by Jack Roslovic. 

“We’re definitely starting to feel it a little bit,” Werenski said. “We’re 
moving in the right direction. It’s never going to be perfect, but we’re 
working every day to get better. This weekend there’s a lot of positives to 
take away from it.” 

Werenski won Saturday’s game with 4.5 seconds remaining in overtime. 
He had the puck on his stick with the final seconds ticking away Sunday, 
too, but this time Oettinger made the save off the rush. 

“Yeah, it’s weird,” Werenski said. “I didn’t know how much time I had left. 
I would have liked to pass it to Roslovic (to his right on the rush), but their 
D kind of did a good job taking that away. 

“I just tried to shoot it, and their goalie made an aggressive save.” 
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In the shootout, shots by Cam Atkinson, Patrik Laine and Domi all sailed 
off target. Oettinger got a piece of Atkinson’s shot but otherwise didn’t 
need to make a save in the shootout. 

Korpisalo stopped Dallas’ Jason Robertson in the first round, then 
watched Joe Pavelski’s second-round shot sail wide. Radulov, who is 
now 11 of 22 in his career on shootouts, scored off his backhand. 

The Blue Jackets have only one shootout win since the penultimate 
game of the 2018-19 regular season, when Artemi Panarin’s shootout 
winner propelled them to a win over the New York Rangers in Madison 
Square Garden and clinched a playoff spot. 

Including Sunday’s loss, they’re 1-7 in shootouts since the start of last 
season. That’s the worst shootout winning percentage in the NHL. 

Go with your gut 

John Tortorella has always said he picks his shootout shooters based on 
who has played well during the game. He stuck with that approach again 
Sunday, which explains the selection of Domi in the third round. 

Atkinson is 15 of 30 and Laine is 9 of 20 after their misses Saturday. 

Domi, though, has never scored on a shootout attempt. He was 0-for-3 in 
his first three seasons with Phoenix but took only one attempt in two 
seasons with Montreal. He’s now taken three attempts with Columbus 
and is 0-for-7 in his career. 

“They’re trying,” Tortorella said. “Max had the best chance (of the three). 
I thought it was a terrific move, he just shot it over the net. They’re trying. 
We just don’t get it done.” 

Domi is a curious choice, especially with Alexandre Texier on the bench. 

Texier had the winner in the only shootout the Blue Jackets have won 
over the past two seasons, scoring on a stunning “pool cue” shot to beat 
Florida on Jan. 28. 

That memorable shot is the only shootout attempt of Texier’s career. He 
hasn’t taken a turn in either of the past two shootouts. 

Snacks 

• Six times this season the Blue Jackets have won the first game of a 
two-game set. They’re 0-4-2 in the second game. 

• Korpisalo, who finished with 34 saves, said he doesn’t “pre-scout” 
shootouts. He tried it earlier in his career, and it weighed him down 
mentally. “I just trust my instincts and not think too much about what they 
could do,” he said. “I used to do shootout videos before every game. Now 
I’m not watching them at all.” 

• Seth Jones played 25:33, had seven shot attempts — four of them on 
goal — and a whopping nine blocked shots. 

• David Savard had a game-high six shots on goal, four of them in the 
first period. 
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Blue Jackets Sunday Gathering: Re-signing Seth Jones already looms 
large, plus more notes 

 

By Aaron Portzline Mar 14, 2021  

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — A collection of notes, insights, ruminations and did-
you-knows gathered throughout the week that was for the Blue Jackets: 

Item #1: It all hinges on Seth Jones 

The Blue Jackets are still living in the moment with less than a month go 
before the April 12 NHL trade deadline. As of Sunday, they sit five points 
behind Chicago for the fourth and final playoff spot in the Central 
Division, despite a mostly dreadful first half of the season. 

How the Jackets play over the next four weeks will determine how 
general manager Jarmo Kekalainen handles the deadline. If they’re 
trending in the right direction for a fifth straight playoff berth, he’ll likely 
make modest moves to help the cause. If they can’t get it together and 
continue to sputter, he’ll almost certainly sell off his unrestricted free 
agents and perhaps others. 

But there’s one big decision coming this summer that will determine what 
the next few years will look like in Columbus. 

As of July 1, the Blue Jackets can sign defenseman Seth Jones, a 
perennial Norris Trophy candidate and likely the franchise’s next captain, 
to a long-term contract extension. Under his current deal, Jones can be 
an unrestricted free agent after the 2021-22 season. 

You would expect the Blue Jackets to have a pretty good read on what 
Jones and his agent, Pat Brisson, are thinking even before this trade 
deadline. Jones told The Athletic last month, shortly after Pierre-Luc 
Dubois was traded to Winnipeg, that he’s willing to negotiate a long-term 
deal with the Jackets. 

But this will be a delicate process for Columbus this summer. 

Jones holds considerable leverage in these contract talks simply 
because he’s one of the league’s best defensemen and a UFA. But 
there’s so much more to it. 

Kekalainen likes to talk about “using the hammer” in negotiations, but 
Jones will hold a sledgehammer in these talks given the amount of talent 
that has left the organization and the reputation the Blue Jackets have 
developed as a franchise that can’t hang on to top players. 

The Blue Jackets can’t afford to lose Seth Jones, and everybody — 
including Seth Jones — knows it. 

The club should view this process from two objectives. 

First is getting Jones signed, which will likely require the biggest contract 
in franchise history. 

Considering how much leverage the 26-year-old Jones has, they’ll likely 
need to blow him away on July 1 with an offer that makes him among the 
highest-paid defensemen in the league. The emphasis should be on 
flattery, not just fairness. 

He’s currently the 46th-highest-paid defenseman in the league at $5.4 
million per season, making him one of the most underpaid players in the 
league. But that won’t be the case with his next contract. 

Eight years, $80 million? $88 million? With an offer in that neighborhood, 
the Blue Jackets will know right away how serious Jones is about staying 
in Columbus. 

The second objective for the Blue Jackets is mitigating the damage 
should Jones give them any indication he’s not willing to take their money 
and sign a long-term deal. 

The Blue Jackets survived one wave of exits when Artemi Panarin, 
Sergei Bobrovsky and Matt Duchene left as free agents in the summer of 
2019. Truth be told, they only attempted to keep Panarin. 

If the Blue Jackets get any indication that Jones is reluctant to sign, they 
need to move on quickly by trading him for the massive return he would 
surely garner. 

There’s no way they can let Jones play out his contract in Columbus and 
hope (as they did with Panarin) that he’ll change his mind. It makes no 
sense to carry him into the final year of his contract and trade him during 
the season, as pending UFAs typically land a smaller return. 
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If Jones stays, the Blue Jackets can quickly reboot the roster with Jones 
and Zach Werenski on defense, Patrik Laine at forward, and either Elvis 
Merzlikins or Joonas Korpisalo in goal. They need help — especially at 
center — but it’s not a rebuild. 

If Jones leaves, the organization will need to do as much work repairing 
its reputation as its roster. And the former could take longer. 

Kekalainen already has an offseason to-do list that is, to say the least, 
daunting. 

Coach John Tortorella’s contract expires. Laine, a restricted free agent 
this summer, needs a new contract. The Blue Jackets need to trade 
either Korpisalo or Merzlikins to avoid losing one of them as a UFA in 
2022. Depending on what transpires at the trade deadline, Kekalainen 
will need to decide if UFAs Nick Foligno and David Savard, among 
others, get new deals. 

But No. 1 on the to-do list is No. 3. 

Item #2: Blue Jackets land Dunne 

The Blue Jackets won out among a handful of clubs in their pursuit of 
college free agent Josh Dunne, a 6-f00t-4, 210-pound center who just 
wrapped up a three-year run at Clarkson University in Potsdam, N.Y. 

Dunne, who became eligible to sign last week when Clarkson canceled 
the rest of its season due to COVID-19 precautions, signed a two-year 
entry-level deal with the Blue Jackets on Sunday. 

The 22-year-old was highly pursued last spring after totaling 13-14-27 in 
32 games and earning top defensive forward honors in the ECAC. But he 
opted to return for his junior year, suffered an undisclosed injury and 
finished with just 2-3-5 in 14 games this season. 

The name may sound familiar. Dunne came to development camp with 
the Blue Jackets in 2019 but was limited to off-ice activities after failing 
his pre-camp physical. 

NHL scouts have long been impressed with Dunne’s physical tools. He 
plays a nasty, two-way game and has impressive net-front presence. His 
skating is a concern, though. 

He’ll begin play with AHL Cleveland this week. 

Corey Pronman, The Athletic’s prospects guru, ranked Dunne 16th 
among the best Euro and college free agents available to teams this 
spring. 

Pronman’s scouting report: “After being a highly pursued free agent last 
season, Dunne has struggled to produce offense this season. I do see 
some skill and playmaking in his game, to go with a high compete level 
and great net-front game, but he’s not overly skilled and lacks speed.” 

His connections to Columbus run deeper than devo camp. 

His older sisters, Jessica and Jincy, played hockey at Ohio State. Jessica 
graduated after the 2016-17 season, and Jincy finished a legendary four-
year career with the Buckeyes just last spring. She was named Ohio 
State’s female athlete of the year in 2020. 

Item #3: What’s missing 

The Blue Jackets hold a distinction in the NHL, and it’s not necessarily a 
good one for a “draft and develop” franchise. They’re the only club that 
doesn’t have one of its own first-round draft picks playing at forward. 

Yes, the Blue Jackets traded Pierre-Luc Dubois (No. 3 overall in 2016) 
earlier this season, and yes, Liam Foudy could be recalled anytime from 
AHL Cleveland. But they haven’t stocked their own pond with high-end 
talent. 

Since Kekalainen was hired in 2013, the Blue Jackets have spent seven 
of their nine first-round picks (they traded two others) on forwards: 

Alexander Wennberg, No. 16 in 2013: Spent six seasons with the Blue 
Jackets before his contract was bought out last summer. Currently plays 
for Florida. 

Kerby Rychel, No. 19 in 2013: Played in only 37 games with Columbus 
before he was traded to Toronto in 2016. Currently an unrestricted free 
agent. 

Marko Dano, No. 27 in 2013: Played in only 35 games with the Jackets 
before he was sent to Chicago in the Brandon Saad trade. Currently 
playing for AHL Manitoba. 

Sonny Milano, No. 16 in 2014: Bounced between the NHL and AHL for 
five seasons with Columbus before he was traded to Anaheim. Currently 
plays in the Ducks organization. 

Pierre-Luc Dubois, No. 3 in 2016: Became an emerging star with the 
Blue Jackets before demanding a trade earlier this season. Currently 
plays for Winnipeg. 

Liam Foudy, No. 18 in 2018: A tremendous skater, but most scouts 
project him to be a third-line checker. Currently playing for AHL 
Cleveland. 

Yegor Chinakhov, No. 21, in 2020: The Blue Jackets pulled off the 
surprise of the draft by taking the speedy but unheralded Russian. 
Currently playing for Omsk Avangard in the KHL. 

A handful of clubs have one of their first-round draft pick forwards playing 
in their lineup, but most have three, four or five of them. Philadelphia 
leads the way with seven. 

The Blue Jackets have four first-round players among their forwards — 
Nick Foligno, Patrik Laine, Jack Roslovic and Max Domi — but all were 
acquired via trade. 

Of the drafted forwards playing for the Blue Jackets, three were second-
rounders (Boone Jenner, Alexandre Texier, Kevin Stenlund), one in the 
third (Oliver Bjorkstrand), one in the fourth (Emil Bemstrom) and another 
in the sixth (Cam Atkinson). 

Ultimately, it doesn’t matter what path a player takes to the NHL or to a 
club’s lineup. But it’s overwhelmingly first-round talent that drives this 
league and paves the way for long playoff runs and Stanley Cups. 

If you wondered why the Blue Jackets are always a “scrappy bunch of 
forwards” who “play above their heads” to compete with the best teams in 
the Eastern Conference, look no further than their recent draft history. 

The week ahead 

Sunday: vs. Dallas, 5 p.m. 

Thursday: at Carolina, 7 p.m. 

Saturday: at Carolina, 7 p.m. 

Snacks 

• The Blue Jackets and Winnipeg made the big trade earlier this season, 
but they may not be done yet. Jets VP and assistant general manager 
Larry Simmons and director of pro scouting Peter Ratchuk were at 
Nationwide Arena for Thursday’s overtime loss to Florida. Ratchuk 
stayed in Columbus to watch Saturday’s win over Dallas. It would only 
make sense that Winnipeg would be interested in Blue Jackets 
defenseman David Savard. 

• It’s always more telling when NHL clubs send their higher-ups to scout 
the games. Former Blue Jackets defenseman Jamie Pushor, now 
assistant GM in Tampa, was at Nationwide this week, too. As was 
Chicago Blackhawks head pro scout Alex Brooks. Another club that’s 
hanging around a lot? Detroit. 

• Cam Atkinson played his 600th NHL game on Saturday, joining Rick 
Nash (674) as the only players to play 600 or more games in a Blue 
Jackets sweater. Two more players are on the horizon: Nick Foligno 
(586) and Savard (585). 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 15, 2021 

 

• The Blue Jackets have 14 games to play before the April 12 NHL trade 
deadline, and Foligno and Savard — both pending unrestricted free 
agents — will be highly pursued. That means Foligno’s last game could 
be his 600th, while Savard’s final game in a Columbus kit could No. 599. 

• The perception seems to be that Alexandre Texier is off and running on 
his way to a bright NHL career, while Emil Bemstrom’s future in the 
world’s best league looks tenuous at best. Texier’s career so far: 11-12-
23 in 67 games. Bemstrom’s: 10-12-22 in 70 games. 

• Carolina carries a seven-game winning streak into a game Sunday 
against Detroit. They play the lowly Red Wings again on Tuesday, 
meaning they could be gunning for a 10th straight win when they host the 
Blue Jackets on Thursday in the first of four straight meetings against the 
Blue Jackets. If the Blue Jackets don’t handle the Hurricanes’ forecheck 
any better than they did earlier this season, four straight games against 
Carolina could be downright demoralizing, the death knell of the season. 
One part of the Blue Jackets’ game that has dramatically improved since 
earlier in the season, however, is their ability to exit the zone with the 
puck. 
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Lightning’s Brayden Point still leaving teammates awestruck 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — The Lightning know the kind of jaw-dropping plays Brayden 
Point can make with the puck on his stick because they’ve seen so many 
examples of it before, but that doesn’t take away from how special those 
moments are when they happen. 

That was the case on Saturday night, when the Lightning had so much 
energy in the building at Amalie Arena while playing their first game in 
front of fans this season and raising their Stanley Cup banner into the 
rafters. It was also Point’s 25th birthday. 

And with a late second-period goal that proved to be the winning score in 
the Lightning’s 6-3 win over the Nashville Predators, Point gave the fans 
and his teammates something to talk about. 

“When you’ve got 15 NHL players kicking each other on the bench like, 
‘Did you see that?’ you know you’ve got a special talent,” Lightning 
forward Blake Coleman said. “You don’t defend it. He’s going to make 
anybody look tough with that. He’s another level of special when he’s 
carrying the puck up the ice.” 

With the Lightning up two inside two minutes in the second period, Point 
took a chip pass from Mikhail Sergachev in the neutral zone and had 
open space in front of him but still three Nashville defenders between him 
and the net. 

Skating along the left side, Point cut to his right and across the high slot, 
skating through one failed poke check and then leaving rookie Frederic 
Allard a step behind as he reached the top of the right circle, where he 
flung a wrister that cut through three Nashville skaters and over 
goaltender Pekka Rinne’s right shoulder. 

POINTER ON HIS BIRTHDAY! 

Happy Birthday, Brayden Point who finds the back of the net for the 
@TBLightning! Bolts up 4-1! 

Watch the game on FOX Sports Sun & FOX Sports Go: 
https://t.co/jAuRnJbCL1 #GoBolts pic.twitter.com/8KGNaDDIw3 

— FOX Sports Bolts (@FOXSportsBolts) March 14, 2021 

“I think he does a similar play like that like almost every other game,” 
Lightning forward Alex Killorn said. “It’s just whether or not he scores. I 
think it’s tough for D-men because the reason he’s able to do that is 
because they give him a gap because they’re worried about him skating 
by them. But even if you give him too much room, it could hurt you the 
other way.” 

“He’s a special player, he’s a great skater,” Killorn added. “And I know he 
was pretty happy to score that one. It seemed like he had a little bit more 
enthusiasm with his celebration than he typically does.” 

The play itself was an example of how quickly Point can use his 
creativity, speed and stickwork to create space despite knowing defenses 
are collapsing on him. At times this season, it’s been difficult for Point to 
find that space. But Point is now showing signs of finding his comfort 
zone. Saturday’s game marked his third straight with a goal, and he has 
six points in his last five games. 

Point said the new division realignment matches the Lightning with a lot 
of tight checking teams, and the Lightning have had to adjust to that this 
season. 

“The style of hockey (in the Central Division) is to try to take away time 
and space from guys and I think the biggest thing is you can’t get 
frustrated,” Point said. “I think you’ve just got to step back and realize 
that’s just kind of the way our division plays and that’s kind of the way the 
season’s going to go. So just try some things, try to throw some pucks to 
the net, try to get some greasy ones. I don’t think the perfect play is 
always going to be there this year.” 

Though Point’s goal on Saturday seemed to be as perfectly played as it 
could be. And when Point is in the middle of the Lightning’s offense, it’s a 
good omen. 

“Pointer always drives the bus,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said after 
Saturday’s game. “He gives us energy, and as you can see, when he’s 
got the puck on his stick, he’s a pretty tough guy to defend. He’s put 
himself in the position to score and get other guys points, they just 
haven’t gone in. But in these long seasons, eventually that comes around 
if you keep doing the right things and Pointer has.” 

 

Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 03.15.2021 

1206054 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' grip on North Division slipping after recent 
string of losses 

 

Chris Johnston 

March 15, 2021, 12:21 AM 

 

It was Paul Maurice who put forward the theory that you’re never more 
than two weeks away from turning euphoria into a bout of public panic in 
the North Division. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs covered the distance in just 11 days. 

You’d have trouble believing this was the same team that recently 
waltzed out of Edmonton with a nine-point division lead after watching it 
lose 4-3 to the Ottawa Senators on Sunday night -- giving it a fifth loss in 
six games since reaching that high-water mark. 

“We’ve lost more than we want in the past week,” said Zach Hyman. 
“We’ve had defensive breakdowns.” 
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They saw sloppy breakouts become goals against during back-to-back 
weekend losses but got goalie’d by Connor Hellebuyck earlier in the 
week and dropped two close games in Vancouver prior to that. 

This is why Maurice’s theory holds water: Things don’t have to go all that 
bad for them to appear much worse in a schedule played entirely within 
the division, especially when sequences of nine games in 16 nights is 
considered normal. 

That’s not to make excuses for the Leafs. It’s just the truth. 

“I think that we’ve done enough to win, but in this league doing enough 
sometimes isn’t good enough,” said Hyman. “You have to go out there 
and you have to dominate and you have to win games because hockey is 
about bounces -- sometimes you get ‘em, sometimes you don’t -- but if 
you play really well like we did in that Edmonton series then you don’t 
have to worry about the bounces.” 

The Leafs got exactly what they deserved at Canadian Tire Centre, 
where the rested Senators started stronger, took advantage of turnovers 
to build a 4-1 lead and survived a feverish final 10 minutes to get surprise 
starter Joey Daccord his first career NHL victory. 

Toronto initially looked like it left its legs on the tarmac after taking the 
unusual step of flying to Ottawa on Sunday morning, rather than following 
Saturday’s 5-2 loss to Winnipeg at home. Sheldon Keefe indicated that it 
was a decision made in part because it gave players a break from the 
NHL’s stringent travel protocols while providing them another night in 
their own beds as the clocks changed for Daylight saving time. 

You’d have to imagine the organization’s sports science department had 
some compelling data to support the plan as well. 

But it was unique enough that T.J. Brodie said it was a first in his 694-
game NHL career, and it didn’t meet unanimous approval inside the 
dressing room. Some time-worn routines were disrupted by the same-
day travel. 

“Felt fine. Felt really good actually,” said Mitch Marner, when asked for 
his thoughts. “I mean I think the group was kind of hot and cold about it.” 

They were greeted by a cold shower when Brady Tkachuk turned a 
Travis Boyd back pass into a 1-0 lead and Ryan Dzingel made it 2-0 just 
seven seconds later. That spelled the end of Michael Hutchinson’s night 
as the backup was replaced by Frederik Andersen. 

What stood out most when the Leafs swept the three games in 
Edmonton by a combined 13-1 score was how connected they played 
and how little quality they gave up. Some of the details have been dulled. 

Drake Batherson’s goals 53 seconds apart were the product of some 
nice work from his linemates, especially a gorgeous Tim Stützle feed, but 
they also came after Jake Muzzin failed to clear the Leafs defensive zone 
on the penalty kill and Morgan Rielly couldn’t get it out at 5-on-5. 

“The last couple games you noticed it,” said Brodie, referencing the 
sloppy exits. “It’s a matter of being patient. Sometimes when the 
frustration builds up you might try to do too much and that’s where it 
continues just to pile up.” 

They still lead the North Division with 40 points, but the Winnipeg Jets 
are only four points back and are scheduled to play three times before 
Toronto’s next action against Calgary on Friday night. 

The Leafs grip has slipped. 

They were already framing this four-day break in the schedule as a 
positive because it comes with a rare opportunity to rest and practice. 
When last they had something like it at the beginning of February, they 
returned with a 7-1-1 stretch. 

“We’ve been playing a lot of hockey lately,” said Auston Matthews. “I 
think it will just be nice to kind of reset and regroup as a team.” 

“I think that we’re not worried about where we’re at,” added Hyman. “We 
know how good we can be and it’s just about regrouping this week and 
finding that again and pushing forward.” 

They’ve certainly seen how quickly things can change. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' statement win over Maple Leafs caps off exemplary 
road trip 

 

Ken Wiebe 

March 14, 2021, 8:47 AM 

 

WINNIPEG - This was a classic case of actions speaking so much louder 
than words for the Winnipeg Jets. 

At a time when the magnifying glass was firmly planted on this first-place 
showdown with the Toronto Maple Leafs, the Jets showed a renewed 
commitment to defence and put an exclamation point on an exemplary 
road trip with a 5-2 triumph on Saturday night in the centre of the hockey 
universe. 

And after that final buzzer had sounded, Mark Scheifele, Adam Lowry 
and Jets head coach Paul Maurice were singing from the same hymn 
book. 

None of them were about to pound on their respective chests or waste 
any time patting themselves on the back for a job well done. 

Despite taking five of six points against a Maple Leafs club that 
dismantled the last challenger to the throne to the tune of a 13-1 
composite score in a three-game sweep, the Jets treated the endeavour 
as though it was just another day at the office. 

This was the type of game they routinely want to play, whether it’s 
against the class of the North Division or the cellar-dwelling Ottawa 
Senators. 

If members of the media or the outside world wants to call this a 
statement game or a measuring stick series, so be it. 

The Jets call it another step in the process, another brick in the wall. 

“Oh for sure, obviously we’re very, very happy with the way this series 
went. But every game is a measuring stick,” said Scheifele, who scored 
his 12th goal of the season and is sitting fifth in NHL scoring with 36 
points in 27 games. “You can’t just rest on your laurels and think about 
just this game and this series. You’ve got to focus on continuing to get 
better. 

“Those are the teams that have success in the playoffs, the teams that 
keep on ramping it up as the year goes on and we’ve got to use this 
great series and take it for the rest of the season and know when we’re at 
our best, what makes us the best team we can be and keep on working 
toward that.” 

Keeping that perspective is essential for the Jets. 

Sure, the success from the past three games is to be celebrated, but only 
one of those outings included something that resembles a template 
suitable for a sustained run of success. 

This was a glimpse into the type of effort the Jets want to provide on a 
more consistent basis. 

“I don’t know. You always want to play your best and get results,” Lowry 
said. “Good teams not only find ways to win games, but get it to overtime. 
In Game 1, they kind of turned it up on us in the third period. It’s 
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important there’s a bit of a pushback. We know that as a team we could 
play a little tighter, a little better. 

“But I think (Saturday) definitely was the best effort of the three games. I 
don’t know if we were necessarily looking to make a statement, we were 
just trying to finish the road trip on the right foot and I think we’re happy 
with how the road trip went.” 

No matter how you slice it, you can be sure the Jets came away from this 
series with a serious jolt of confidence. 

Not only from Saturday’s game, but from the way the Jets responded 
after getting shelled 7-1 by the Montreal Canadiens on March 6. 

Jets captain Blake Wheeler was quick to proclaim that was nothing but 
an outlier - and his teammates spent the next three games backing up 
those words. 

After leaning heavily on goalie Connor Hellebuyck during the first two 
games of the series, Maurice turned to backup Laurent Brossoit for the 
series finale in what was both a show of confidence and an opportunity to 
get his No. 1 guy a three-day block of rest in a month where the Jets play 
17 games in 31 days. 

As he’s done basically every time his number has been called this 
season, Brossoit delivered, even if there were some challenges to work 
through, including an early goal which was disallowed due to a hand 
pass after a video review was required and biting on a William Nylander 
fake that opened up just enough room for him to squeeze a shot through 
the pads. 

Brossoit, who made 20 saves and won a fourth consecutive start, wasn’t 
overworked as the Jets neutralized the Maple Leafs' potent attack in what 
was the most complete defensive effort put forth this season. 

"We didn't get ahead of ourselves in the defensive zone. We weren't 
trying to get it to a next place,” Maurice said. “We just stayed in the battle 
and stayed in the fight. I thought we were a little ahead of the game in 
our first two. We were trying to get stuff going, right? We were trying to 
generate, and I thought we were really effective at being comfortable in 
our own end. 

“They're such a powerful, offensive team, and they have a unique way of 
controlling the puck that you're going to spend some time in your end 
regardless of how well you play. I thought we were there as five and 
committed to it.” 

That’s the thing. 

After hearing ad nauseam about how the Maple Leafs had carried the 
bulk of the play and generated a lopsided amount of quality scoring 
chances this week, the Jets went out and did something about it. 

They flat-out smothered their high-octane opponent, while showing off 
their own offensive chops in the process. 

Despite giving up a shorthanded goal to Jake Muzzin in the second 
period, the Jets found a way to win the special-teams battle, delivering a 
pair of power play goals in the third from Nikolaj Ehlers that made it 4-2 
and another from Scheifele that came on a two-man advantage. 

The game-winner was courtesy of Lowry, who snapped a 19-game 
drought and finished with a two-point night after setting up Mason 
Appleton for the opening marker of the contest. 

Just how good was the Jets’ third line, which includes Andrew Copp, on 
this evening? 

“I wouldn't number them three, that's how good,” quipped Maurice. “They 
were true to identity, It's not a line you put on the ice necessarily to hold 
water anymore. That's the vision for that line. They'll just generate it in a 
different way — net drive, with a battle behind the net, those close plays 
behind the net. They were really good.” 

By wrapping up the five-game road trip with a record of 3-1-1, the Jets 
banked seven important points and pulled within four points of the Maple 

Leafs for top spot in the North - and they’ll hold three games in hand by 
the time the Jets play again. 

As important as this stretch was for the Jets - and this development can’t 
be discounted - the next test is just around the corner, as the Canadiens 
serve as the opponent on Monday and will attempt to regroup after 
dropping consecutive games to the Calgary Flames under new bench 
boss Darryl Sutter. 

Rogers Hometown Hockey 

This season, home is where the hockey is. Experience Rogers 
Hometown Hockey. 

So it goes in the North, where one day a team dreams of being in a battle 
for first and just a few days later, it’s only natural to be looking over your 
shoulder at a club or two with plans of passing you. 

With the midway point of the season arriving on Monday for the Jets, one 
thing is certain: the hard work is just beginning, but that gap between 
them and the Maple Leafs might not be as wide as most observers 
thought it was. 

The best news is that there are six more head-to-head games left on the 
docket to sort that out - and neither team will be lacking motivation when 
the next one arrives on March 31. 

“Honestly it doesn’t mean that much,” said Scheifele when asked about 
the value this series could potentially have down the road. “We’re still 
going to play them a bunch more times this year and playoffs are a ways 
away. Both teams are going to be a lot different come playoff time, but 
they’re obviously fun to play against. They’re a fantastic team, a lot of 
really, really fun players to watch on their team and it’s always a fun 
battle against the Leafs.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Monahan's milestone a reminder of how important he is to 
Flames' success 

 

Eric Francis 

March 13, 2021, 11:53 PM 

 

It’s the type of trivia question a fella could certainly stump a room with. 

Name the first player from the NHL’s 2013 draft class to score 200 
goals? 

No, not any of the top five draft picks, including Nathan MacKinnon, 
Aleksander Barkov, Jonathan Drouin or Elias Lindholm. 

It was the man picked sixth, Sean Monahan, who broke the barrier 
Saturday night with his first of two goals in a 3-1 win over Montreal. 

At a time when speculation has been hot over how the 26-year-old centre 
will fare under Darryl Sutter, it’s how he scored them that wasn’t lost on 
the new coach. 

Monahan initiated the game opener as the first forechecker behind the 
Canadiens’ net, eventually retrieving the puck with the help of 
steamrolling linemate Brett Ritchie. A nifty net-front spin finished with him 
roofing it past Carey Price for his sixth of the year. 

The second came on the power play after Matthew Tkachuk’s tip and 
rebound attempt in tight sent the puck bouncing through the crease 
where Monahan batted it in from the paint. 

He was in the guts of the game both times, where many frustrated fans 
feel they haven’t seen enough of the three-time 30-goal scorer. 
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“They were goals from around the net and that’s where he’s got to score 
from,” said Sutter, who also had Monahan out late in the game to 
preserve the win. 

“He’s a guy we have to rely on faceoff-wise and checking-wise -- the 
whole package. I think Sean has gotten stronger every game. I’m sure he 
wanted to play better than he did the other night.” 

Yet another subtle reminder there’s room to grow. 

That he got to 200 first is a testament to his consistency, world-class 
release and the sublime playmaking of his age-old winger, Johnny 
Gaudreau. In seven seasons the alternate captain has yet to finish with 
less than 22 goals. Just the ninth Flame to record 200 goals, it took him 
567 games to hit Saturday’s mark, which is only 41 more games than it 
took Jarome Iginla. 

“Pretty cool -- it’s special when you win and you have a milestone,” said 
Monahan, who insists Sutter hasn’t asked him to alter his game. 

“I haven’t been asked to do anything in particular. It’s a team game. You 
want the centre to be good and that goes a long way. When they’re 
strong it makes the game a lot easier for everyone else. Me and Backs 
(Backlund) are two centremen and we are trying to take charge and lead 
by example here.” 

Monahan’s 201 goals are five more than MacKinnon, who went first 
overall in 2013 and is an undisputed superstar. In third place is Barkov, 
36 goals behind. Bo Horvat is fourth, a whopping 70 goals back entering 
play Saturday. 

Yet the focus on the former 34-goal scorer has long revolved around how 
he keeps people wanting more. 

They feel there’s more to give by way of a physical level he has yet to 
reach. 

When Sutter was hired last week the two players people wondered about 
the most were Monahan and Gaudreau. 

What might the Jolly Rancher be able to spur these two on to? 

The Flames haven’t had an elite centre since Joe Nieuwendyk left in 
1995, but the coach avoided questions after the game about how he saw 
Monahan in the pecking order. He spoke only in generalities about how, 
in a system as heavily dependent on strength up the middle, it will be key 
for Monahan and the other three veterans to continue stepping up the 
way they did Saturday. 

Monahan’s productive start Saturday highlighted an impressive first 
period in which the rejuvenated Flames dominated battles and kept play 
in Montreal’s zone, outshooting them 16-6 to go up 2-0. 

The team may have been even better in the second, as part of six 
straight periods under Sutter in which the team has shown consistency 
and a work ethic befitting a Sutter-coached squad. 

The Flames’ third goal was another tribute to the way Sutter wants his 
team forechecking, as diminutive Andrew Mangiapane out-duelled six-
foot-three, 208-pound Jeff Petry for a puck in deep and fed Backlund out 
front for an easy finish. 

“You’ve got to play with a little bit of swagger and confidence when you 
play,” said Mangiapane, who pegged his team’s increased work ethic as 
the biggest difference he’s seen under Sutter. 

“I think we’re all working hard and playing the right way. We’re strong 
defensively in our zone and we’re playing quick. Quick on the puck, quick 
supporting, quick on the forecheck and quick everywhere. Obviously it’s 
just two games but we have to keep building on the wins.” 

Petry closed the gap to 3-1 with five minutes left in the second, but the 
Flames responded with a push that prevented the Canadiens from 
registering a shot on goal the rest of the period. 

Montreal’s anticipated push in the third was dealt a crushing blow with 15 
minutes left when Jacob Markstrom dove to make a stellar blocker save 
along the ice Tomas Tatar couldn’t believe was stopped. 

“We know how to play our system, we just have to execute it with some 
intensity and pace,” said Backlund of his team’s two-game turnaround 
under Sutter that has them just two points behind fourth-place Montreal. 

“Playing with the pace we’ve been the last couple games and so much 
more in the offensive zone it makes it that much harder for Montreal to 
get into our zone.” 

The Flames host Edmonton Monday and Wednesday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers not thinking of moral victories after narrow loss to 
Canucks 

 

Mark Spector 

March 14, 2021, 3:18 AM 

 

It’s been a long time since the Edmonton Oilers expected to win every 
night. 

But that’s the way Dave Tippett is coaching this team — whether they’ve 
won six road games in a row or not. 

So after a well-played 2-1 loss in Vancouver that featured 70 shot 
attempts, Tippett didn’t join the chorus of Canadian coaches who have 
spent the season talking about teaching moments, and moral victories, 
and how a 6-2 loss didn’t really look like a 6-2 loss. 

His team played well and lost. Tippett was inclined to focus on the latter 
part of that statement, rather than the former. 

“We’re coming here to win. Not to just get even,” he said, in answer to a 
question about tying a game 1-1 that they would eventually lose by a 2-1 
score. “We did some things right tonight, we had some chances, but we 
didn’t win. We’re coming here with a mindset that we’ll do whatever it 
takes to win, and we didn’t do it tonight.” 

As the North Division tightens up, with Toronto, Edmonton and Montreal 
losing on Saturday while Winnipeg, Calgary and Vancouver won, it gets a 
little more interesting. Doesn’t it? 

Look, if you’re an Oilers fan, you’ve got nothing to complain about. Your 
team has been dominant — six straight road wins prior to a 2-1 loss in 
Vancouver Saturday — one the back end of a back-to-back. They had 
won four straight and were unbeaten since their three-game debacle 
against the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Frankly, the Oilers controlled much of the game. Vancouver simply got 
some excellent games out of goalie Thatcher Demko (34 saves), and a 
crew of shot blockers that managed to get a piece of just enough pucks 
to preserve a close victory. 

“Their team defended us well,” said defenceman Ethan Bear, who was 
on the ice for the game-winner. “We tried to play a good road game. I 
guess it just shows that every little play counts.” 

There is simply no way to criticize a team that has played this well over 
the past 20 games. Particularly on a night when they peppered the 
Canucks with shots and shot attempts, playing their second game in as 
many nights and third in four days. 

There was a time when playing well was enough in Edmonton — whether 
you won or not. Now, that mantle has been passed to Ottawa and 
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Vancouver, while the Oilers expect to win every night. It is a welcome 
change from, oh, the past 20 years or so. 

“It’s frustrating. We’ve been playing really well, playing as a team,” Bear 
said. “At the same time, you’ve got to give credit to them. It just goes that 
way sometimes.” 

Sometimes you don’t play that well and you squeak out a win. Other 
times you play pretty well, and you lose by a goal. 

“I think we played pretty well for the most part,” said Draisaitl, 
Edmonton’s lone goal scorer. “We dipped a little bit in the third for a 
couple of minutes, but other than that I thought we were the better team. 
Sometimes that’s just the way it goes. We had games this year where we 
probably weren’t the better team and we won, so we just have to 
regroup, go to Calgary and try to win a couple of games.” 

Just bad luck, right Dave? 

Yeah, he wasn’t having any of that. 

“I’d like to see us get more direct. Win a hard game on the road on a 
back-to-back. You’ve got to get the puck on the net,” the coach said. “I’d 
like to see a few more results. A few more IN the net, instead of blocked 
or goalies making saves. It’s about winning. 

“You’ve got to score more to win. We didn’t score enough to win.” 
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TSN.CA / Leafs G Hutchinson to make sixth start this season tonight 
against Senators 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

Michael Hutchinson starts for the Toronto Maple Leafs tonight in Ottawa 
against the Senators. Hutchinson beat the Senators last month and is 3-
2-0 with a .934 save percentage this season.  

Despite last night's poor performance, Sheldon Keefe isn't making any 
other changes.  

"The roster and the salary cap and things like that greatly impact our 
ability to make lineup changes," the coach said. "It's not as simple as you 
might think to make big, sweeping changes or anything like that and 
utilize the taxi squad. There's a lot more that goes into it. But we don't 
play until Friday after this game tonight so no reason to make changes." 

In a rare move, the team actually travelled to Ottawa today rather than 
last night. 

"It's a much different environment than we're used to in terms of what the 
protocols allow and such so we wanted to try this type of arrangement 
and thought the best time to do it for the first time would be on a back-to-
back with the clocks changing," Keefe explained, "gives us another night 
at home in our beds." 

The Leafs haven't had a full day off since flying home from Vancouver 
last Sunday although Keefe made both Friday's practice and Saturday's 
morning skate optional. How big is the fatigue factor right now?  

"We're probably like everyone else in the league," Keefe said, "you're 
feeling the schedule and it's having an affect, but it's all relative and 
everybody is going through it." 

After tonight, the Leafs will only play two games over a 10-day span.  

"We have to bounce back," Morgan Rielly said last night. "We have a 
break coming up so got to empty the tanks. It's a huge game for us after 

a stretch here that we're not overly proud of. I think it's a good test for us 
on a back-to-back and we just got to be ready. It’s time to bounce back." 

The Leafs lost 5-2 last night against Winnipeg matching their most 
lopsided defeat of the season (3-0 v Calgary on Feb. 22).  

"Just the response we need from last night's game on its own is enough 
for us," Keefe said, "but we do have time to decompress after this so we 
got to be all in on this one." 

Monday is a full day off for the Leafs. 
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