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Who is Alex Nedeljkovic? Let’s ask his younger brother, Andy.
By Chip Alexander
Andy Nedeljkovic, 22, is the younger brother of Hurricanes
goalie Alex Nedeljkovic and attends Bowling Green State
University. In an exclusive interview Monday with the News &
Observer, Andy answered a few questions about his older
bro:
Q: In your mind, what makes Alex a good goalie?
A: “Definitely just his compete level. Obviously to get to that
level you have to have an extreme work ethic. He definitely
does. He’s one of the hardest working guys I know of. And
the way he trains in the summer and the way he practices,
you see it in the games. He holds himself to a very high
standard.”
Q: Was he always a goalie?
A: “The story is, one day at school he was like 6 or 7 and
saw a flyer for ‘Learn to play hockey.’ He went and after the
first or second time, after the practice he saw there was a
goalie clinic. He saw the big pads and said, ‘That’s what I
want to do.’ That was it. He was always a goalie.”
Q: What’s about his personality?
A: “He’s a fun-loving guy. He loves playing with his dog. He
loves to play games. His golf game has really improved since

he turned pro. He’s got a lot more disposable income to
spend. And he’s a big Cleveland sports fan, loves the
Browns and the Cavs, all that. Just a fun guy.”
Q: Does he still have his truck?
A: “Oh yeah. When he got one of his bonuses he bought
himself an F-150 Raptor. He loves it. It’s his baby.”
Q: His musical choice?
A: “Country. Some of the old stuff, some of the modern stuff.
It depends on his mood.”
Q: What’s the buzz in Parma (Ohio), his hometown?
A: “Our whole family is proud of everything he’s been able to
do and hopeful for the future. This isn’t where it stops.
Whenever he has games, everybody gathers at our house,
my parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles and watches.
It’s great. I wanted to go to the Detroit game (Sunday) but
couldn’t get tickets. Alex tried to get some from (Dylan)
Larkin (of the Wings) but couldn’t get any.”
Q: When did he first come to be called “Ned”?
A: “When he got to Plymouth (Ontario Hockey League), one
of the fans there called him that. The family calls him Alex.”

What happens to Alex Nedeljkovic when Petr Mrazek returns between the pipes?
By Chip Alexander
Alex Nedeljkovic is going to make things tough for the
Carolina Hurricanes, isn’t he?
Nedeljkovic is winning games. The rookie goalie is lowering
his goals-against average and raising his save percentage —
and the Canes are winning in front of him.
Make it eight straight after their 2-1 road victory Sunday over
the Detroit Red Wings as Carolina again motored into first
place in the Central Division with a 20-6-1 record and 41
points.
Which all leads to the question: What will the Canes do when
goalie Petr Mrazek is fully recovered from thumb surgery and
ready to play again?
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour had something of a stock
answer.
“I really haven’t thought about it. We hope to have those
tough decisions when Petr gets back,” he said.
The guy they call “Ned” has allowed the Canes to thrive and
win games while Mrazek continues rehabbing. Nedeljkovic
was the winner Sunday against the Red Wings, just missing
out on his second shutout of the season in a 2-1 victory, but
earning his fourth straight win.

“It gives the whole group a lot of confidence when you know
your goalie can bail you out of some crazy situations or
things that don’t work out,” Brind’Amour said after the game.
“He’s been good and I’m happy for him.”
“Ned” — does anyone call him Alex outside his family? —
has bailed out the Canes since Mrazek dislocated his thumb
Jan. 30 against the Dallas Stars. He has improved his record
to 6-2-1, with a 2.08 GAA and .929 save percentage,
teaming up well with veteran James Reimer in a solid goalie
rotation.
And remember, this was a goalie the Canes placed on NHL
waivers Jan. 12 when they first wanted to move him to their
taxi squad. One has to think a lot of general managers are
kicking themselves for not claiming him.
Against the Red Wings, Nedeljkovic faced 25 shots and had
some timely and high-quality saves. One of the biggest was
early in the third period when he stopped the Wings’ Dylan
Larkin on a quick backhander in the slot, a shot that could
have tied the score. Moments later, a Canes rush ended with
Nino Niederreiter scoring in transition for a 2-0 lead.
Nedeljkovic, 25, was asked after the game if he was as
curious as many others about what the Hurricanes might do
when Mrazek is ready to play again.
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“It’s on my mind,” Nedeljkovic said. “But at the end of the day
I have to worry about what I can control. That’s coming to the
rink every day ready to work and making it a tough decision
for them. At the same time, I want to do well, personally. I
hold myself to a certain standard.”

“He has a lot of skill,” Canes defenseman Dougie Hamilton
said after Sunday’s game. “Moves really well, plays the puck
really well, which helps the team breaking out the puck. He’s
got a lot of confidence. I think he’s probably feeling good
about his game.”

Reimer and Mrazek are both set to become unrestricted free
agents after this season. Nedeljkovic will be a restricted free
agent with arbitration rights.

When Nedeljkovic started his first game for the Canes this
season, on Feb. 8 against Columbus, it was his first time in
net since a March 11, 2020 game for the Checkers. His last
start for the Canes was March 8, 2020, against Pittsburgh —
Mrazek then returned from injury and Nedeljkovic went back
to Charlotte.

Could the Canes look to trade a goalie? NHL teams are
required to carry three goalies in this 56-game regular
season and Carolina also has goalie Antoine Bibeau under
contract.
“Whatever decision is made, when the time comes that’s the
decision that has to be made and we’ll just go from there,”
Nedeljkovic said.
‘Ned’ was second-round draft pick
Nedeljkovic was the 37th player drafted in 2014 when the
Canes made him a second-round draft choice. The Parma,
Ohio, native is generously listed at 6 feet tall and doesn’t fill
up the net like a lot of bigger NHL goalies.
But he’s quick and athletic. He can handle the puck. He’s a
tough competitor. He was the American Hockey League’s
goaltender of the year in 2019, when the Charlotte Checkers,
then the Canes’ AHL affiliate, won the Calder Cup
championship.

There were no exhibition games before this season. It was
pick up and go in the NHL and Nedeljkovic was the third
goalie until Mrazek was hurt, getting all his work in practice.
Nedeljkovic has constantly worked to improve. He has
consulted at times with Dr. Saul Miller, a sports psychologist
who has worked with several pro athletes and is the author
of “Hockey Tough: A Winning Mental Game.”
“Every year, I feel like I’m mentally stronger, mentally
tougher,” Nedeljkovic said. “I can get over a bad night. I don’t
turn one bad night into two, and two doesn’t become three.
You have to come to the rink and it’s a new day, a fresh
start.”
When Nedeljkovic was placed on waivers in January but not
claimed, he said he was happy to stay with the Hurricanes
organization, adding, “I know what I have here and they
know what they have in me.”
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Notebook: Confident Canes Just Keep Winning
Pesce: 'I don't think any one of us in the locker room is
surprised that we're on a little hot streak'
By Michael Smith

game and allowed just 1.88. Since Feb. 27, their power play,
which remains the overall top-ranked man advantage in the
league, has clicked at a remarkable 46.2 percent rate, and
their penalty kill has converted at a stifling 88.9 percent rate.

DETROIT - A popular refrain for the Carolina Hurricanes this
season is that "good teams find a way to win."

"Special teams is just such an important part of the game,"
Pesce said. "On most nights, it's the difference."

It's true.

When the Canes cap their two-game set in Motown on
Tuesday, they can equal the franchise record for longest
winning streak, accomplished twice in the fabled 2005-06
season and once in 2008-09.

Whether it's a night where the team doesn't have its best or
there's a tough bounce here or there, good teams still find a
way to overcome and prevail. But why?
Skill plays a key role. The more skill and talent a team has,
the more likely those skilled and talented players will be able
to make a difference and take control of a game that
otherwise seems to be heading in the opposite direction.
A steadfast work ethic can cover where skill might be
lacking, but when you meld the two? It's a dangerous
combination.
"Character and consistent work ethic has been there every
game," Jesper Fast said after practice on Monday. "We're
such a hard team to beat when everyone is playing this
way."
And then there's confidence, which might be a bit more
ethereal to define. It's a certain swagger, an internal belief
that the team can and will win each and every game.
The Canes are a good team and a legitimate Stanley Cup
contender, in case anyone was wondering. They possess
that game-breaking skill up and down the lineup, their
dogged work ethic is that of their head coach personified,
and now riding an eight-game winning streak, they're clearly
a confident bunch.
"We expect to win every night. I don't think any one of us in
the locker room is surprised that we're on a little hot streak
here," Brett Pesce said. "We're not going to stop."
"We've always been pretty confident in our abilities because
we trust what we're doing," head coach Rod Brind'Amour
said. "I think the guys get that when we play the way we're
trying to, we can be successful against anybody."
In the last week of February, the Canes dropped three
games in a row to the defending Stanley Cup champion
Tampa Bay Lightning, the first and only time so far this
season that the Canes have lost consecutive games in
regulation.
They haven't lost a game since, rattling off eight straight
victories against Florida (twice), Nashville, Detroit, Florida
again, Nashville again (twice more) and Detroit again. In that
stretch, the Canes have scored an average of 3.63 goals per

But even with the confidence that's bubbling in the room right
now, the Canes aren't zooming out to analyze the larger
picture. They haven't. They can't.
"I know it's eight in a row, but that's not how we look at it, to
be honest with you," Brind'Amour said. "Whether we're losing
eight in a row or winning eight in a row, it's irrelevant. It's
what have you done for me lately, and what do we have in
front of us? That's just how we look at it."
However the Canes look at it, they're finding a growing
confidence and success in the process.
"The way we've been playing, it just brings more confidence
every game we play," Fast said. "I feel like we know how to
play and what makes us a good team. We just have to keep
playing this way."
Reimer Celebrates 33rd Birthday
James Reimer is the elder statesman of the Canes, one of
only two roster players born in the 1980s, and he celebrated
his 33rd birthday today with a good sweat at practice,
followed by what should be a "business as usual" evening at
the team's hotel. In a normal season, maybe he'd go out for
dinner at a local restaurant, but a delivery service meal compliments of Jaccob Slavin - will have to make do for
today.
"He's a real gentleman and a scholar," Reimer said.
Going for a Walkski
Little Caesars Arena is a beautiful new barn, and the practice
rink is a part of the same building. It's just a short walk - or
ski, as seen from Brock McGinn and Sebastian Aho here from the visiting dressing room.
High Five for Trocheck
Vincent Trocheck is typically opposite Jaccob Slavin highfiving and hugging players as they exit the ice after victories.
Trocheck, who is sidelined with an upper-body injury, isn't
with the Canes in Detroit, but Morgan Geekie made sure not
to leave him hanging after the win on Sunday night.
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Amplifying Black Voices
And, finally, a shameless plug for the latest episode in our
special podcast series "Amplifying Black Voices," which
features Mike Whiting. You probably know him as "Big Mike."

If you've been to a Canes game in the last 15 years or so,
you've probably seen him starting a "Let's go Canes!" chant
or blowing his vuvuzela horn. His positivity and outgoing
personality are infectious, and I found this conversation to be
rather insightful. Please enjoy.

Preview: Hurricanes at Red Wings
Canes are a win away from matching the longest winning
streak in franchise history
By Michael Smith

scored his first career shorthanded goal to get the Canes on
the board in the second period, and Nino Niederreiter's 12th
of the season extended the team's lead in the third.

DETROIT - The Carolina Hurricanes have the opportunity to
equal their longest winning streak in franchise history when
they round out a two-game set against the Detroit Red
Wings.

"The locker room is amazing. … The mood is really relaxed
and fun, but when we get on the ice, it's time to work. We try
to come ready and prepared for games as best we can, and
there's talent up and down the lineup," Nedeljkovic said. "It's
been a good run so far, but we've got a long way to go."

The Match-Up

Numbers to Know

Carolina Hurricanes (20-6-1, 41 points) at Detroit Red Wings
(8-17-4, 20 points)

20: With their win against Detroit on Sunday, the Canes
became the first NHL team to reach 20 wins in a given
season for the first time in franchise history.

Tuesday, March 16, 7:30 p.m.
Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO
Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes
app
About Sunday Night
Alex Nedeljkovic was 9.4 seconds away from recording his
second shutout of the season, but he still posted a sterling
performance in net with 25 saves on 26 shots in the Canes'
2-1 win against Detroit on Sunday evening. Dougie Hamilton

8: The Canes have won eight straight games for the first time
since 2009, and Dougie Hamilton has registered at least a
point in eight straight games (2g, 8a), the longest point
streak by any Canes player this season.
14-3: The Canes' special teams units have outscored those
of their opponents 14-3 during the eight-game winning
streak. In that stretch, the power play has coverted 46.2% of
chances, and the penalty kill has successfully nullified 88.9%
opposing power plays.

Carolina takes on Detroit, looks for 9th straight win
Carolina Hurricanes (20-6-1, first in the Central Division) vs.
Detroit Red Wings (8-17-4, eighth in the Central Division)

four goals and three assists over the last 10 games for
Detroit.

Detroit; Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. EDT

Trocheck leads the Hurricanes with 13 goals and has 24
points. Dougie Hamilton has 10 points over the last 10
games for Carolina.

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina will try to extend its eight-game win
streak with a victory against Detroit.
The Red Wings have gone 8-17-4 against division
opponents. Detroit has scored nine power-play goals,
converting on 10.7% of chances.
The Hurricanes are 20-6-1 against the rest of their division.
Carolina leads the NHL with 28 power-play goals, led by
Vincent Trocheck with six.
The teams square off for the second game in a row.
TOP PERFORMERS: Filip Hronek leads the Red Wings with
15 assists and has 15 points this season. Sam Gagner has

LAST 10 GAMES: Red Wings: 4-5-1, averaging 2.7 goals,
4.7 assists, 3.4 penalties and 7.4 penalty minutes while
giving up 3.3 goals per game with a .906 save percentage.
Hurricanes: 8-2-0, averaging three goals, 5.4 assists, 3.7
penalties and 7.4 penalty minutes while giving up 1.9 goals
per game with a .937 save percentage.
INJURIES: Red Wings: None listed.
Hurricanes: Teuvo Teravainen: out (concussion), Jake
Gardiner: day to day (back), Petr Mrazek: out (thumb),
Vincent Trocheck: day to day (upper body).
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NHL Power Rankings: Hurricanes, Islanders climb rankings with winning streaks
By Adam Gretz
In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings the
defending Stanley Cup champion Lightning reclaim the top
spot, but they are getting a major push from two other
contenders in Carolina and the Islanders.
The Hurricanes make a climb back to the second spot thanks
to an eight-game winning streak, while the Islanders move
into the NHL Power Rankings top-three thanks to a ninegame winning streak (as part of a 12-game point streak).
Elsewhere around the league Florida continues its surprising
start, while the Penguins and Wild get back into the top-10
thanks to their recent stretch of play.
On the other side of the spectrum, the Maple Leafs hit their
first slump of the season as the North Division gets more
competitive and the Canadiens continue to slump.
Where does your team sit in our NHL Power Rankings?
To this week’s NHL Power Rankings!
1. Tampa Bay Lightning. The defending champions have the
league’s best points percentage, score the most goals per
game, and are a top-four team in goals against per game, on
the power play, and on the penalty kill. Oh, and they are also
9-2-1 in their past 12 games including a 3-1-0 mark during
that stretch against this week’s No. 2 team.
2. Carolina Hurricanes. They enter the week on an eightgame winning streak and in a back-and-forth race with
Tampa for the NHL’s top spot. Consider them one of the top
Cup contenders this season. They could win the whole thing.
3. New York Islanders. They are on their yearly run where
they look completely unbeatable. It is now a 12-game point
streak (and a nine-game winning streak) after Sunday’s
shootout win. Since Feb. 1 they are 1-3-1 against Pittsburgh
and 16-0-0 against the rest of the division.
4. Florida Panthers. Patric Hornqvist and Carter Verhaeghe
have been two of the NHL’s best offseason pickups.
5. Vegas Golden Knights. Mark Stone has 14 points over his
past seven games. He is as good as it gets on the wing in
the NHL right now.
6. Washington Capitals. The top teams in the East are
starting to separate themselves and the Capitals, to the
surprise of no one, are one of the teams in that group. The
wild thing is they are doing this with sub-par goaltending. If
that turns around? Look out.

7. Minnesota Wild. Thanks to Kirill Kaprizov, Mats
Zuccarello, Jordan Greenway, and Kaapo Kahkonen the
Wild are now one of the league’s most exciting teams. That
is a sentence that has not been said many times (if ever)
over the existence of the franchise.
8. Pittsburgh Penguins. They are starting to get on a roll and
finding balance throughout their lineup. Do you know who
has very quietly been a strong addition? Cody Ceci on their
defense.
9. Toronto Maple Leafs. Suddenly the North Division is
starting to get a little bit interesting.
10. Colorado Avalanche. The record is not what they
expected at this point, but there are signs this team is
starting to flip the switch. This looks like a team that is ready
to get on a roll.
11. Boston Bruins. They need to find some consistence and
some scoring depth. The top line is great, it can not do
everything.
12. Winnipeg Jets. Thanks to winning two out of three
against Toronto this week they are right in the middle of the
North Division race.
13. Edmonton Oilers. Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl
are like something out of a video game. But is there enough
help around them? That will be the big question for how
much this team can win this season.
14. St. Louis Blues. Vladimir Tarasenko is back, but they are
still pretty banged up. The biggest key here is still getting
their top players back.
15. Calgary Flames. Darryl Sutter is back, and he might help
get them back into a playoff position.
16. Chicago Blackhawks. As Kevin Lankinen‘s numbers start
to regress, the wins are starting to become less frequent. Still
a very flawed, even if overachieving, team here.
17. Philadelphia Flyers. The defense and goaltending need
to be better than they have been lately. Since the start of
February they are 3-7-2 against teams that are not Buffalo.
18. Montreal Canadiens. Such a promising start and such
disappointment since them. At least Tyler Toffoli has been
great.
19. Vancouver Canucks. Thanks in large part to some great
play from Thatcher Demko in goal they are finally starting to
win some games. It still might not be enough to get back into
serious playoff contention.
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20. New York Rangers. Adam Fox is going to be such a
tremendous player for such a long time. He is quickly
emerging as one of the most significant core players of this
rebuild and roster.
21. Arizona Coyotes. Even with good goaltending they are
struggling to keep pace in the West Division playoff race.
22. San Jose Sharks. A three-game winning streak against a
banged up Blues team and a bad Ducks team is a nice way
to build some confidence and momentum. Now they have to
build on it.
23. Los Angeles Kings. They are trying to hang around in the
playoff race, but their two games against Colorado this
weekend showed just how far away they actually are.
24. Columbus Blue Jackets. The Patrik Laine acquisition
created a lot of questions as to how it would work out. The
results so far have been very mixed to say the least.
25. Dallas Stars. Injuries have added up and given them
quite a mountain to climb to get back into playoff contention.

26. Nashville Predators. Filip Forsberg has been great, but if
he does not produce offense nobody on this roster is.
27. Ottawa Senators. They play hard and you can see real
progress with the young players on the roster. There is
something to build on here.
28. New Jersey Devils. There just is not enough offense
here, especially when you take Nico Hischier out of the
lineup for most of the season.
29. Detroit Red Wings. Their leading point producer through
29 games is a defenseman (Filip Hronek) that has scored
zero goals this season. He leads the team with 15 points.
30. Anaheim Ducks. They have two regulation wins in their
past 22 games. There is just not much else to say about this
team.
31. Buffalo Sabres. The division alignment and schedule
have done them no favors this season, and it is probably
making their season look worse than it would in a normal
year. But this is still not a competitive hockey team.

Nedeljkovic earning Canes’ backup spot
Hurricanes’ goalie Alex Nedeljkovic has been playing great
for Carolina, and he deserves to stick around when Petr
Mrazek returns.
By Alec_Sawyer
When Petr Mrazek went down with a thumb injury back on
Jan. 30, it sparked the first real extended NHL opportunity for
Canes’ netminder Alex Nedeljkovic.
Nedeljkovic, the Hurricanes’ second-round pick back in 2014,
played four games in 2019-20 and one game in both 201617 and 2018-19, but had never stuck around with the NHL
club for longer than that four-appearance stretch late last
season.
Now Nedeljkovic has played in nine games in 2021, and he’s
played really well. Nedeljkovic has a 2.08 GAA and .929
save percentage, and he’s presenting Carolina management
with a really tough decision when Mrazek eventually returns;
to keep Nedeljkovic or James Reimer with the NHL squad.
“The goaltending is so important,” said head coach Rod
Brind’Amour after Sunday’s 2-1 win over Detroit. “That
positive is pivotal. You’ve got to have it. It gives the whole
group a lot of confidence when you know your goalie can bail
you out of some crazy situations or things that don’t work
out. You make mistakes, the goalie covers for you, you don’t
hear about it. So [Nedeljkovic] has been good, and I’m happy
for him. He’s put in his time, so really happy for him.”

To his credit, Reimer has been fine. He’s 12-3-0 this season,
though his results are slightly better than his numbers. He’s
got a 2.71 GAA and .908 save percentage. Neither of those
numbers rank in the top 30 among NHL goaltenders. He’s
also certainly been the benefactor of some good offensive
nights in front of him, as the Canes are averaging 4.2 goals
per game in his 15 games this season.
And while Reimer is getting wins and playing OK, he’s also
let in quite a few soft goals and hasn’t looked as crisp or
locked in as Nedeljkovic has, especially lately.
Nedeljkovic, who hadn’t played a game nearly a year when
he was called up, needed some games to settle in. He gave
up three or more goals in his first three games, but since
then he has been absolutely fantastic.
Nedeljkovic is 5-1-0 over his last six games, and he hasn’t
given up more than two goals in any of those. His GAA is
1.50 during that stretch, and his save percentage is .950.
He’s making great saves for the Canes and is putting in
complete performances, showing he’s capable of playing at
the NHL level after six or so years of putting in the work to
get there.
Following Sunday’s win over Detroit, Nedeljkovic said he’s
getting more confident which each game he’s putting under
his belt.
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“Absolutely,” Nedeljkovic said. “I think a lot of it too is guys
doing a good job in front of me. Trying to give me good lanes
and letting me see the puck or just helping me out at times
when I’m leaving rebounds. Tonight was a great game and
from the get go we were ready to play.”

But along with better play, there are other benefits of keeping
Nedeljkovic at the top level. For one, Nedeljkovic will be a
Group 6 UFA this offseason if he doesn’t play enough
games, as a 25-year old with three professional seasons and
less than 80 NHL games played.

Since joining the Canes, Nedeljkovic has been among the
best goalies in the entire NHL. He’s tied for third in the
league in save percentage among goalies with five or more
games played, and he’s seventh in GAA.

To keep Nedeljkovic a restricted free agent, certainly
something the Canes would like to do, he needs to reach 26
games played at the NHL level by the end of the season.
After Sunday’s win over Detroit, Nedeljkovic is at 15 games
under his belt in the NHL. If Carolina keeps him up and he
plays in 11 more games this season, he won’t be an UFA,
but an RFA.

He’s allowed 19 goals this season with an xG against of
22.64, and he’s stopped 60 of 70 high-danger shots faced.
That .857 high-danger save percentage ranks 10th in the
NHL among goalies with five or more games played, and is
seventh among goaltenders with as many appearances this
season as Nedeljkovic. On the other side of that, Reimer has
a high-danger save percentage of .810, and he’s allowed
more goals than his xG against.
Nedeljkovic has come up and played great between the
pipes, and he’s earning his spot on the Hurricanes. The
problem is that if Nedeljkovic stays, Reimer will be the odd
man out. Reimer has a $3.4 million cap hit, and he was really
solid with a 2.66 GAA and .914 save percentage for the team
in 2019-20. Reimer also has the benefit of playoff experience
and was good in the NHL bubble in 2020, but Nedeljkovic
has the experience of a Calder Cup run in the AHL.

Nedeljkovic has been playing better, and he deserves to
continue his NHL shot. Reimer’s done a lot for the Canes,
but Nedeljkovic has done all he can to earn that backup spot
once Mrazek returns. However for him, that’s not something
he can worry about.
“It’s on my mind, but at the end of the day, I have to worry
about what I can control,” Nedeljkovic said. “That’s coming to
the rink every day ready to work and making it a tough
decision for them. At the same time, I want to do well
personally...I hold myself to a certain standard. Whatever
decision is made when that time comes, that’s the decision
that has to be made and we’ll just go from there.”

They said it: Brind’Amour, Pesce, Fast on Hurricanes’ eight-game winning streak
Rod Brind’Amour, Brett Pesce and Jesper Fast spoke to the
media via Zoom following Monday’s practice.
By Andrew Schnittker
There’s little doubt that the Hurricanes are a confident group
right now coming off eight wins in a row, and looking to make
it nine Tuesday night.
Rod Brind’Amour, Brett Pesce and Jesper Fast spoke to the
media about the current state of the team following Monday’s
practice, here’s a full breakdown of everything he had to say:
Rod Brind’Amour
On making adjustments in two-game sets: There are
adjustments made in between games for sure. It’s just part of
it. Teams know what you’re doing, you’ve got to make little
hiccups, little changeups to things. But not drastic. I really try
to do what we do and do it right. There’s obviously little
adjustments you make along the way, especially on special
teams. I think that maybe more so than anything, and
faceoffs. There’s just little areas where you have to make
adjustments.
On Jesper Fast: He’s brought what we thought he was going
to bring. He can compete and has a consistent effort every
night. I think he’s also brought, he’s made plays too. There’s
offense there, too. He understands how to play the game,
whatever role you put him in. Whether I’ve got him on the
power play, whether I’ve got him penalty killing, he kind of fits
whatever you decide you need him to do. He can do it.
On the team playing well without Petr Mrazek and Teuvo
Teravainen: If you had said those guys were going to be out

long term, and now add even [Vincent Trocheck] in the mix,
you would have said ‘Uh oh,’ for sure. We obviously need
everyone back to be the team I think we can be. Is there
another level? For sure there’s always another level to get to,
and we’re striving for that, always.
On confidence: I think we’ve always been confident in our
abilities, because we trust what we’re doing. I think the guys
get that when we play it the way we’re trying to against
anybody, that we can be successful. So I think there’s
always that confidence. I know it’s eight in a row, but it’s now
we look at it. Whether we’re winning eight in a row or losing
eight in a row, it’s irrelevant. It’s what do you do for me
lately? What have we got in front of us? That’s just how we
look at it.
On character: Every organization says the same things.
You’re all looking for character guys. But it is a skill, to your
point. Talent is character, that’s all part of it. I think Darren
Yorke, who runs our amateur scouting, that’s totally on the
top of the list. We want good people, first and foremost in
here, because I just think you’ll work hard and do more for
those kind of people, and that’s basically what we’ve done
here. Our young guys are really quality people. I think you
have more success if you have good people around.
On the Eric Staal trade rumors: That’s a question that’s
probably further up the chain than me, but I think we know
he’s an awesome person. I haven’t watched his game much
this year, so I don’t really know where he’s fitting in, but we’ll
have to address some things, I’m sure, at some point,
potentially. But I like our team right now. I don’t know why we
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would be looking at too much. But everybody would want to
have that guy around.
On guys transitioning into more of a leadership role: The
answer from a coach would be that I would hope there’s a lot
of guys. But that’s probably not accurate. We have a strong
leadership group, and I think at times, you’d say ‘Well,
maybe some other guys take a back seat.’ But I think the
way they lead is that they promote within and they allow our
young guys to have voices. And so you see even [Andrei
Svechnikov], I think, feels like a leader. Because he is. Let’s
just face it, he’s one of the better players in the game, so he
needs to feel like he has a voice. And he does, he just
doesn’t have the voice. I think that’s really important. Our
leadership group does a great job with including and making
sure everyone feels a part of it.
Jesper Fast
On special teams: I think the big thing is we’re all on the
same page. We know what we have to do, we feel like we
have a game plan for how to play and to be successful.
Special teams are so important nowadays.
On Jordan Staal: He’s so powerful. I feel like he wins his
battles. He’s so strong on the puck. It makes it so easy for
myself and [Andrei Svechnikov] and other players to play
with him. You know you can count on him winning his battles
and always doing the right things out there. So he’s been
playing really good, and we need him.
On his impressions of the Hurricanes: The character, the
consistent work ethic that’s been out there every game. I feel
like we’re such a hard team to beat when everyone is playing
this way. You can see it so far, we barely give up any scoring
chances, we’re on the right side and everyone is working so
hard. So the character and work ethic has really been
standing out to me coming here.
On the team’s confidence: Eight games, the way we’ve been
playing just brings more confidence every game we play. I
feel like we know how to play and what makes us a good
team, so we just have to keep playing this way and hopefully
have a really good spring and summer going forward here.
On the Hurricanes’ culture in the locker room: I feel like it
starts in the last couple years with Rod coming in and putting
the focus on character and work ethic. I feel like this group of

guys that’s been together so long has built on that. Coming
in here as a new guy, you see that. I feel like they’ve been
doing such a good job the last couple years, so we’ve just
got to keep building on that and it’s so important to have
good character in this group. It’s been a success, and I’m
really enjoying my time with the team, all the players and the
coaching staff, so it’s been good.
On Rod Brind’Amour: You see how much this means to him.
He really brings this group together, and the way he get us
fired up before games, it’s been a joy so far to see how he
acts with us and what he’s been doing the last couple years.
Brett Pesce:
On special teams: From the kill standpoint, everyone’s kind
of buying into our system and how we want to play it. I think
our team, guys are getting a little older and maturing a little
bit, for me personally, I’ve realized that special teams is just
such an important part of the game, and I think on most
nights, it’s the difference. Just kind of understanding that,
you get a little oomph when you go out there on the PK or
the PP to get things done.
On the Hurricanes’ confidence: It’s really high, obviously. We
expect to win every night, and I don’t think any one of us in
that locker room is surprised that we’re on a little hot streak
here. We’re not going to stop, so hopefully we can keep it
going.
On if the Hurricanes wonder how good they are relative to
the rest of the league playing the same teams: Personally, I
haven’t really thought about it too much. I just try to focus on
the teams in our league, our division, because that’s
obviously what matters to kind of get things done and get in
the playoffs. You see the highlights, but I don’t think about it
too much.
On if this feels like it’s been half a season: Personally, I think
it feels like over half a season. It’s a grind. We’re playing a lot
of games in a short amount of days. It takes a toll, but we’re
halfway to go, so we’ve got to keep dialing in.
On the two-game series: You create some rivalries within
your league just because you play them so many times. You
kind of get to know teams’ tendencies and what not. Some
guys, you’ll not like more than others on back-to-back nights
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Chicago Wolves sweep weekend series against Iowa Wild
Dominik Bokk opened scoring for the Wolves in both games.
By Sarah.A
By The Numbers
Record: 10-2-0-1
Goals/Game: 4.38
Goals Against/Game: 2.38
Shots/Game: 31.62
Shots Against/Game: 32.54
Power Play % (Rank): 25.4% (6th)
Penalty Kill % (Rank): 82.8% (13th)
Leading Scorer (Overall): Tanner Jeannot, Tommy Novak
(13)

Warm had come close to notching his first shutout in
previous wins, but always had the moment spoiled; not so
this time, as the Wolves, and Warm, managed to keep the
puck out of the net.
Nashville Predators prospect Tanner Jeannot, recently
returned from playing his first NHL game, featured heavily on
the score sheet for this game, recording a goal, assist, and a
fight against veteran player Cody McLeod, who’s no stranger
to the penalty box.
While the Wolves continue to take far too many penalties,
their penalty kill showed up big in this game as the Wild went
scoreless over seven power play opportunities. The Wolves
also scored twice on the power play, making it (at that point)
the third time this season that they’ve scored multiple times
on the man advantage.

Most Assists: Tommy Novak (10)

Scoring: Tanner Jeannot, 1 G 1 A; Tommy Novak, 1 G 1 A;
Sheldon Rempal, 1 G 1 A; Dominik Bokk, 1 G; David
Warsofsky, 2 A; Cole Smith, 1 A; Max Lajoie, 1 A; Cavan
Fitzgerald 1 A

Next Game: Friday, March 19 at Grand Rapids

In Net: Beck Warm, 1.000 Sv %, saved 31 of 31

(stats as of March 15, 2021)

Game 13: Chicago 6, Iowa 2

Last week, after two consecutive losses from the Chicago
Wolves, a frustrated Ryan Warsofsky discussed his team’s
lack of compete and poor play away from the puck. For a
team that had relied on a high flying offense bailing them out
of situations, finding themselves being suddenly stymied by
the Grand Rapids Griffins appeared to come as a shock.

Jeannot continued his strong play with the Wolves, recording
a goal and an assist, as did defenseman David Warsofsky,
recently acquired by the Hurricanes in a trade.

Most Goals: Rem Pitlick (8)

With a week in between games, the Wolves had a chance to
work on the fundamentals, as well as adjusting to life without
key players who have been called up to the NHL or a taxi
squad. The hard work paid off with two decisive wins which
highlighted what makes the Wolves great this season: skilled
offense, stellar goaltending, and scoring from throughout the
lineup.
Of course, it probably helps that the Wild are currently last in
the Central Division, having won just three games so far this
season. The Wolves lead the division with 21 points; the
Texas Stars are a somewhat distant number two, with 16
points. While the post-season format — and indeed, if there
will be a postseason at all — is still up in the air for the AHL,
the Wolves are clearly running away from the rest of the
pack, slightly less than halfway through the regular season.
Game 12: Chicago 4, Iowa 0
Goaltender Beck Warm, recently signed to an NHL deal by
the Carolina Hurricanes, continued to impress in net, shutting
the Wild out and improving his record to 5-1-0-1 this season.

Dominik Bokk scored in his third consecutive game, opening
the scoring on the power play once again for the Wolves.
While Bokk’s previous goals have highlighted the accuracy of
his shot, this one also proved that he’s not just notable for his
slick hands; he can score messy goals from up close, too.
Once again, special teams were a point of success for the
Wolves. They were successful on all three penalty kills,
making them 20-for-20 against the Wild so far this season.
They also scored on three of their four power plays, giving
them five power play goals total in this weekend’s set of
games. Overall, the Wolves have eight power play goals
against the Wild this season, a 42% conversion rate for their
power play.
The Wolves play four more games against the Iowa Wild this
season, just in case anyone’s keeping track.
Scoring: David Warsofsky, 1 G 2 A; Tanner Jeannot, 1 G 2
A; Max Lajoie, 1 G 1 A; Phil Tomasino, 1 G 1 A; Josh
Healey, 1 G; Dominik Bokk, 1 G; Sheldon Rempal, 2 A; Cole
Smith, 1 A; Spencer Smallman, 1 A; Tommy Novak, 1 A;
Lukas Craggs, 1 A
In Net: Jeremy Helvig, 0.935 Sv %, saved 29 of 31
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. Detroit Red Wings: Game 2 Preview
Can the Hurricanes make it nine straight wins? We’ll find out
tonight.

Goaltender #1

By Cody Hagan

Category

James Reimer

Thomas Greiss

2021 Regular Season Game 28
Tuesday, March 16, 2021 - 7:30 p.m. ET

Record

12-3-0

1-11-4

Little Caesars Arena - Detroit, Michigan

Save %

0.908

.883

Watch: Fox Sports Carolinas
Listen: 99.9 The Fan

GAA

2.71

3.41

Carolina Hurricanes (20-6-1) at Detroit Red Wings (8-17-4)

SBN Opposition: Winging It In Motown

Goaltender #2

Follow Canes Country on Social Media
Twitter @CanesCountry
Facebook Canes Country
Instagram @canescountrypix

Category

Alex Nedeljkovic

Jonathan Bernier

Record

6-2-1

7-6-0

After a tight 2-1 victory over the Detroit Red Wings on
Sunday, the Carolina Hurricanes look to extend their win
streak to nine-straight games tonight.

Save %

.929

.912

Vital Statistics

GAA

2.08

2.96

Category

Hurricanes

Red Wings

Record

20-6-1

8-17-4

Goals/Game

3.37

2.21

Goals Against/Game

2.52

3.35

Shots/Game

31.41

27.97

Face Off Win %

54.7%

51.9%

Power Play % (Rank)

31.8% (1st)

10.7% (30th)

Penalty Kill % (Rank)

82.8% (9th)

71.1% (29th)

ES Corsi For %

52.56%

46.78%

ES PDO

100.91

99.40

PIM/Game

07:33

07:39

Game Notes



The Hurricanes look to tie a franchise record tonight
with their ninth-straight win. The last time this
happened was in 2009. A win would also tie their
franchise record for the most consecutive road wins
at five games, which most recently occurred in
2011.



Rod Brind’Amour has been fairly consistent with
rotating goaltender, meaning James Reimer is likely
to start tonight. Reimer has only lost one time this
season to a team not named Tampa Bay.



Jake Gardiner, who was recently waived and
assigned to the taxi-squad has been recalled to the
Hurricanes as of last night. However, Brind’Amour
told media members that none of Gardiner, Vincent
Trocheck or Teuvo Teravainen would travel with the
team to Detroit so this is likely some sort of caprelated move.



Both Carolina special teams units are now top 10 in
the NHL with their powerplay ranking number one
overall and the penalty kill ninth.



With his shorthanded goal on Sunday, the first of
his career, Dougie Hamilton now has 100 points in
a Hurricanes uniform.
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Sizzling Canes can tie franchise record for longest win streak
RALEIGH, N.C. (WTVD) -- The Carolina Hurricanes are just one win away from tying the longest win streak in their franchise
history. That opportunity arrives Tuesday night in Detroit against the lowly Red Wings. The key to their success? Great players of
course, but more importantly, great players playing with great effort.
In a league where the margins between teams are the garlic-slicing-scene-in-Goodfellas thin, stringing together eight straight wins
is a serious anomaly.
"We expect to win every night, and I don't think any one of us in the locker room are surprised that we're on a little hot streak here,
and I know we're not going to stop." defenseman Brett Pesce said Tuesday.
Coach Rod Brind'Amour agrees.
"I think the guys get that when we play it the way we are trying to that we can be successful against anybody," he said, "so, I think
there's always that confidence and, you know, I know it's eight in a row, I guess, but that's not how we look at it, to be honest with
you."
What Brind'Amour is talking about there is his players' focus -- not on maintaining their streak but on dealing with the 60 minutes of
hockey directly in front of them and always giving their all.
Jesper Fast used to admire the Canes as an opponent. Now that he's on the team that's only grown.
"The consistent work ethic that's been out there every game I feel like we're such a hard team to beat when everyone is playing this
way," Fast said.
The hard work is hard on the body. Pesce was asked Tuesday if he can believe that the condensed season is already basically half
over.
"Personally, I think it feels like over half a season. It's a grind, man and we're playing a lot of games in a short amount of days,"
Pesce said. "It takes a toll but like you said, we're halfway to go so we've got to keep dialing in."
The Hurricanes will lose again at some point but with Brind'Amour at the controls, it's almost never about lack of effort. He likes to
say that every team is trying to do roughly the same thing. Right now, his team is just doing those things better.
"We need everyone back to be the team I think we can be," he said. "Is there another level? I think for sure there's always that
other level to get to and we're always striving for that, always."

TODAY’S LINKS
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249953424.html
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249945584.html
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/notebook-confident-canes-just-keep-winning/c-322533960
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-carolina-hurricanes-detroit-red-wings/c-322529834
https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-sam-gagner-detroit-filip-hronek-db913dee6c0b42af9bc7c1479d744650
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/03/15/nhl-power-rankings-carolina-hurricanes-new-york-islanders-climb-rankings-with-winning-streaks/
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/15/22331102/nedeljkovic-earning-canes-backup-spot
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/15/22332351/carolina-hurricanes-rod-brindamour-eric-staal-brett-pesce-jesper-fast
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/15/22332353/chicago-wolves-ahl-affiliate-sweep-weekend-series-against-the-iowa-wild-dominik-bokk
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/16/22333233/carolina-hurricanes-vs-detroit-red-wings-game-2-preview-nhl-can-tie-franchise-win-streakhamilton
https://abc11.com/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-canes-win-streak-vs-red-wings/10420929/
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Who is Alex Nedeljkovic? Let’s ask his younger brother, Andy.

BY CHIP ALEXANDER

Andy Nedeljkovic, 22, is the younger brother of Hurricanes goalie Alex
Nedeljkovic and attends Bowling Green State University. In an exclusive
interview Monday with the News & Observer, Andy answered a few
questions about his older bro:
Q: In your mind, what makes Alex a good goalie?
A: “Definitely just his compete level. Obviously to get to that level you
have to have an extreme work ethic. He definitely does. He’s one of the
hardest working guys I know of. And the way he trains in the summer and
the way he practices, you see it in the games. He holds himself to a very
high standard.”

What happens to Alex Nedeljkovic when Petr Mrazek returns between
the pipes?

BY CHIP ALEXANDER

Alex Nedeljkovic is going to make things tough for the Carolina
Hurricanes, isn’t he?
Nedeljkovic is winning games. The rookie goalie is lowering his goalsagainst average and raising his save percentage — and the Canes are
winning in front of him.
Make it eight straight after their 2-1 road victory Sunday over the Detroit
Red Wings as Carolina again motored into first place in the Central
Division with a 20-6-1 record and 41 points.
Which all leads to the question: What will the Canes do when goalie Petr
Mrazek is fully recovered from thumb surgery and ready to play again?

Q: Was he always a goalie?

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour had something of a stock answer.

A: “The story is, one day at school he was like 6 or 7 and saw a flyer for
‘Learn to play hockey.’ He went and after the first or second time, after
the practice he saw there was a goalie clinic. He saw the big pads and
said, ‘That’s what I want to do.’ That was it. He was always a goalie.”

“I really haven’t thought about it. We hope to have those tough decisions
when Petr gets back,” he said.

Q: What’s about his personality?
A: “He’s a fun-loving guy. He loves playing with his dog. He loves to play
games. His golf game has really improved since he turned pro. He’s got
a lot more disposable income to spend. And he’s a big Cleveland sports
fan, loves the Browns and the Cavs, all that. Just a fun guy.”
Q: Does he still have his truck?
A: “Oh yeah. When he got one of his bonuses he bought himself an F150 Raptor. He loves it. It’s his baby.”
Q: His musical choice?
A: “Country. Some of the old stuff, some of the modern stuff. It depends
on his mood.”
Q: What’s the buzz in Parma (Ohio), his hometown?
A: “Our whole family is proud of everything he’s been able to do and
hopeful for the future. This isn’t where it stops. Whenever he has games,
everybody gathers at our house, my parents, grandparents, aunts and
uncles and watches. It’s great. I wanted to go to the Detroit game
(Sunday) but couldn’t get tickets. Alex tried to get some from (Dylan)
Larkin (of the Wings) but couldn’t get any.”
Q: When did he first come to be called “Ned”?
A: “When he got to Plymouth (Ontario Hockey League), one of the fans
there called him that. The family calls him Alex.”
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The guy they call “Ned” has allowed the Canes to thrive and win games
while Mrazek continues rehabbing. Nedeljkovic was the winner Sunday
against the Red Wings, just missing out on his second shutout of the
season in a 2-1 victory, but earning his fourth straight win.
“It gives the whole group a lot of confidence when you know your goalie
can bail you out of some crazy situations or things that don’t work out,”
Brind’Amour said after the game. “He’s been good and I’m happy for
him.”
“Ned” — does anyone call him Alex outside his family? — has bailed out
the Canes since Mrazek dislocated his thumb Jan. 30 against the Dallas
Stars. He has improved his record to 6-2-1, with a 2.08 GAA and .929
save percentage, teaming up well with veteran James Reimer in a solid
goalie rotation.
And remember, this was a goalie the Canes placed on NHL waivers Jan.
12 when they first wanted to move him to their taxi squad. One has to
think a lot of general managers are kicking themselves for not claiming
him.
Against the Red Wings, Nedeljkovic faced 25 shots and had some timely
and high-quality saves. One of the biggest was early in the third period
when he stopped the Wings’ Dylan Larkin on a quick backhander in the
slot, a shot that could have tied the score. Moments later, a Canes rush
ended with Nino Niederreiter scoring in transition for a 2-0 lead.
Nedeljkovic, 25, was asked after the game if he was as curious as many
others about what the Hurricanes might do when Mrazek is ready to play
again.
“It’s on my mind,” Nedeljkovic said. “But at the end of the day I have to
worry about what I can control. That’s coming to the rink every day ready
to work and making it a tough decision for them. At the same time, I want
to do well, personally. I hold myself to a certain standard.”
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Reimer and Mrazek are both set to become unrestricted free agents after
this season. Nedeljkovic will be a restricted free agent with arbitration
rights.
Could the Canes look to trade a goalie? NHL teams are required to carry
three goalies in this 56-game regular season and Carolina also has
goalie Antoine Bibeau under contract.
“Whatever decision is made, when the time comes that’s the decision
that has to be made and we’ll just go from there,” Nedeljkovic said.
‘NED’ WAS SECOND-ROUND DRAFT PICK

“I hope so,” coach Jeff Blashill said Monday about whether Mantha is
about ready to surge. “Anthony is one of those guys who when he feels
good about himself, his game goes to a whole another level, and he’s
feeling good about himself and confident.”
This hasn’t been the type of season Mantha has envisioned, thus far.
In 28 games, Mantha has 14 points (eight goals, six assists), has been a
healthy scratch in one game, been benched or demoted in others, and
hasn’t played to the level of the four-year, $22.8 million ($5.7 million
salary cap hit) contract signed in the offseason.

Nedeljkovic was the 37th player drafted in 2014 when the Canes made
him a second-round draft choice. The Parma, Ohio, native is generously
listed at 6 feet tall and doesn’t fill up the net like a lot of bigger NHL
goalies.

“You always put pressure on yourself,” Mantha said Monday on a Zoom
call with media. “Everyone competes hard in this room and everyone
wants to win. Everyone puts pressure, and obviously when things aren’t
going as well, you might put a little extra (pressure) which sometimes can
backfire real quick.”

But he’s quick and athletic. He can handle the puck. He’s a tough
competitor. He was the American Hockey League’s goaltender of the
year in 2019, when the Charlotte Checkers, then the Canes’ AHL affiliate,
won the Calder Cup championship.

Mantha’s season went off the rails just 10 days into the season when he
was benched in Chicago in the third period after two consecutive glaring
defensive mistakes.

“He has a lot of skill,” Canes defenseman Dougie Hamilton said after
Sunday’s game. “Moves really well, plays the puck really well, which
helps the team breaking out the puck. He’s got a lot of confidence. I think
he’s probably feeling good about his game.”
When Nedeljkovic started his first game for the Canes this season, on
Feb. 8 against Columbus, it was his first time in net since a March 11,
2020 game for the Checkers. His last start for the Canes was March 8,
2020, against Pittsburgh — Mrazek then returned from injury and
Nedeljkovic went back to Charlotte.
There were no exhibition games before this season. It was pick up and
go in the NHL and Nedeljkovic was the third goalie until Mrazek was hurt,
getting all his work in practice.
Nedeljkovic has constantly worked to improve. He has consulted at times
with Dr. Saul Miller, a sports psychologist who has worked with several
pro athletes and is the author of “Hockey Tough: A Winning Mental
Game.”
“Every year, I feel like I’m mentally stronger, mentally tougher,”
Nedeljkovic said. “I can get over a bad night. I don’t turn one bad night
into two, and two doesn’t become three. You have to come to the rink
and it’s a new day, a fresh start.”
When Nedeljkovic was placed on waivers in January but not claimed, he
said he was happy to stay with the Hurricanes organization, adding, “I
know what I have here and they know what they have in me.”
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Red Wings hopeful as Anthony Mantha starts to heat up

But, lately, Mantha has been checking all the boxes on what he needs to
do on the ice, and his game has noticeably improved.
“Hopefully it’s going to keep rolling,” Mantha said. “The confidence is all
right, the last couple of weeks I’ve been playing way better. Hopefully I
can keep it going until the end of the season.
“Lately I’ve been playing a lot better, hard on battles and had way more
scoring chances in the last couple of games than earlier in the year. I’m
trying to build off that. As a line, Fabs (Robby Fabbri), (Dylan) Larking
and myself, we had 12 shots (on net), that’s something to build off of, and
just trying to score more goals.”
Getting reunited with Larkin may have been a key ingredient in Mantha’s
turnaround.
Larkin’s speed and ability to draw defenders, passing ability and creating
space for Mantha, seem to be sparking Mantha.
And if nothing else, the two simply seem to have good chemistry on the
ice, and have for multiple seasons.
“It’s a different game,” said Mantha, of playing on a line with Larkin.
“Dylan brings so much when he carries the puck. He’s going to be flying
and trying to find those passing lanes. He loves to shoot, so there are
those extra rebounds.
“He just brings the pace of the shift to another level. It’s fun. It gets you
skating even more, following him, trying to get open. Fabs (Fabbri) is kind
of the same thing, he’s quick and moves quick and can pass and shoot.
“It’s been fun to play with those two.”
Brome sits
Mathias Brome has been a healthy scratch the last two games, and it
basically comes down to a lack of production.
Brome has one point — a goal — in 24 games.

Ted Kulfan

Blashill is pleased with variables Brome brings to the lineup. But in the
end, the lack of offense has become a factor.

Detroit — Is Anthony Mantha about to go on one of his hot streaks?

"I like Mathias, he's played hard, he does a lot of stuff good, plays the
right way," Blashill said. "I don't really like talking about this because I
generally try to focus on process, but the reality is production. He's had
one goal in (24) games and production is something; it matters."

The Red Wings have been waiting for one of Mantha’s goal-scoring
binges all season. Signs seem to point toward one coming.
Sunday’s goal with 10 seconds left in the Wings’ 2-1 loss to Carolina,
was Mantha’s third goal in five games and second in two games, so it’s
still in the infant stages.
But the eye test indicates Mantha is about to finally post the type of
numbers the Wings have been waiting for.

Blashill feels there is offense within Brome to be brought out.
"Certainly he shows it in flashes," Blashill said. "He was close a lot early,
and unfortunately he didn't get it and all of a sudden you lose some
opportunities. He wasn't on the power play and not playing quite as much
and it's hard to get the same number of opportunities, and that hurt him a
little bit.
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"But there's offense there. But the thing is, guys have to prove it."
Long time brewing
Mantha's fight with Tampa Bay's Erik Cernak on Thursday was
something that had been festering for over a year.

Evgeny Svechnikov admitted he was surprised to be back in Grand
Rapids after the Griffins lost to Rockford Saturday night at home.

"It was ongoing for two years, back and forth,” Mantha said. “He kind of
gave me an elbow to the face, and I punched him back and he threw a
punch. We decided to go.

Svechnikov had scored four points in four games for the Detroit Red
Wings before he was sent back to Grand Rapids Friday. The right wing,
who was taken 19th overall in the 2015 NHL Draft, scored two goals, two
assists and two penalty minutes since he was recalled to the Red Wings’
taxi squad Feb. 16.

"It’s part of hockey, and I’m not going to step down from it.”

But it wasn’t enough to keep him in Detroit.

Hurricanes at Red Wings

“In my shoes, there is nothing I can do,” Svechnikov said. “That’s how I
look at it. It’s nothing that I can control. There are things I can control,
and I focus on them. It’s hard, but like I said, all I can do is play hockey.

► Faceoff: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Little Caesars Arena, Detroit
► TV/radio: Fox Sports Detroit/97.1 FM
► Outlook: The Red Wings (8-17-4) and Hurricanes (20-6-1) conclude
the two-game series…Carolina is on an eight-game win streak. … The
Wings likely will be without F Bobby Ryan, who didn’t practice Monday.
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Red Wings sign 2020 pick Donovan Sebrango to entry-level deal

Updated Mar 14, 11:14 PM; Posted Mar 14, 11:09 PM
By Ansar Khan

Donovan Sebrango was the fifth player the Detroit Red Wings selected in
the 2020 draft but the first one they signed, agreeing to terms Sunday on
a three-year entry level deal that begins with the 2021-22 season.
The Red Wings have been impressed with Sebrango’s play with the
Grand Rapids Griffins, where the 19-year-old defenseman has recorded
one assist and a team-high 14 penalty minutes in nine games during his
first stint of professional hockey. He currently is the fourth-youngest
defenseman in the AHL.
Detroit selected the 6-1, 189-pound Sebrango 63rd overall (third round)
out of OHL Kitchener. With the Ontario Hockey League season on hold,
Sebrango began the 2020-21 campaign with HK Levice in second-tier
Slovakia, appearing in five games.
He signed an amateur tryout contract with the Griffins in January.
Sebrango possesses a combination of skating ability and physicality.
“I think I’m a bit of an old-school defenseman with a little bit of new
school,” Sebrango said when Detroit drafted him. “I think I’m a pretty
tough, gritty kind of guy, but I think I add offense, so I got a little bit of the
old-age hockey in me and a kind of new-era offensive defenseman.”
Sebrango ranked second among Kitchener’s defensemen with 30 points
(six goals, 24 assists) in 56 games last season.
Michigan Live LOADED: 03.16.2021
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Evgeny Svechnikov remains confident after returning to Grand Rapids

“I have been playing good since the start of the season in Grand Rapids
and up in Detroit. The confidence is there. It’s hard just to manage the
things that you can’t control, but I’m doing good with it. It does get you off
your rails I would say, but I have been able to manage that and I will
continue doing that.”
Rockford defeated Grand Rapids 2-1 at the Van Andel Arena after the
IceHogs’ Dylan McLaughlin scored on a 2-on-1 break 2:14 in overtime to
clinch the win. The win snapped Grand Rapids’ two-game winning streak.
The Griffins will host Rockford again Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Rockford goaltender Matt Tomkins was the story over the first two
scoreless periods, keeping the IceHogs in the game despite the Griffins’
shot advantages of 14-5 in the first period and 30-10 through 40 minutes.
Grand Rapids finished with 43 shots in all.
“I do know after the first we had 14 shots, and of those 14 shots in the
first period, maybe three or four of them tops we looked at on our
analytics and stats, only three or four were in what we consider the
scoring square,” Griffins coach Ben Simon said. “Two of those were
redirects.
“We did a really good job of holding onto pucks and possession, but at
the same time, too, there weren’t too many scoring chances and it was
still a 0-0 game. It looks great, but at the end of the day, we didn’t take
enough pucks to the net, especially early in the game.”
The Griffins finally broke through Tomkins on shot No. 32 at 2:27 of the
third. From the left half-wall, Taro Hirose found Kyle Criscuolo on the
doorstep for a deflection and a 1-0 Grand Rapids lead.
The IceHogs used their only power play of the night to knot the score
during a scramble at the 7:25 mark, as Matej Chalupa corralled a puck at
the right faceoff dot and quickly ripped a shot past Kevin Boyle.
In overtime, after a Givani Smith shot from the left side caromed off
Tomkins’ far shoulder and the end glass, McLaughlin picked up the puck
and sped up ice on the odd-man rush, beating Boyle with a high shot
from the left circle.
Tomkins earned his first win in seven appearances this season by
making 42 saves, negating Grand Rapids’ 43-22 shot advantage. The
loss was the Griffins’ first in four meetings with the IceHogs this season,
during which they’ve out-shot Rockford by a whopping 153-74 margin.
Notes • Riley Barber’s nine-game point streak – the longest ever to start
a Griffins career or season – and Boyle’s three-game winning streak
were both snapped. • The Griffins’ last 23 games had been decided in
regulation, since a 4-3 overtime loss at home to Texas on Feb. 8, 2020. •
Pursuant to the most recent order from the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services, the Griffins welcomed a “sellout” crowd of
750 fans to tonight’s game.
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What we’re hearing about the Red Wings one month out from the NHL
trade deadline

Now, with that said, it only takes one team to really love a player and
think he’s their missing piece. I don’t know how many people would have
predicted the return Ottawa got for J-G Pageau last season, for example.
But that’s the impression I’ve gotten so far.

By Max Bultman Mar 15, 2021

Mid-round picks are still solid draft capital, so it’s not the end of the world
if it plays out that way. Detroit got a couple of solid defense prospects in
the third round last year (Donovan Sebrango and Eemil Viro). Potentially
adding a prospect like that for a one-month rental is a perfectly solid
trade. Plus, the limited sample for amateur scouting this season may
make it a good year to have those extra picks in the early and middle
rounds.

The NHL’s trade deadline is now less than a month away, and as the
general manager of a rebuilding team with nine pending unrestricted free
agents, Steve Yzerman has some decisions to make in the coming
weeks.
Yzerman, as you may have figured out over the last two years, tends to
keep information very close to the vest. He runs a tight ship in Detroit that
way. But we can still take what we’ve heard in conversations around the
league and shed some light on how Detroit’s top trade candidates are
viewed, what the market may look like and what Yzerman’s more underthe-radar options may be between now and April 12.
How this year’s market could affect the Red Wings
There is real uncertainty as to how busy this deadline will be, due to a
coalescence of factors — including the quarantine periods for traded
players joining new teams (especially in Canada) and the lack of
potential gate revenue in the playoffs to justify pricey trades. Those are
real issues buyers will have to contend with, and they trickle down to
sellers in the form of both deadline activity and prices. So that’s an
obstacle.
But there are also a few things the Red Wings have going for them. One
is that two of their top trade candidates (Luke Glendening and Bobby
Ryan) are on manageable salaries and cap hits. Ryan’s salary for this
season is $1 million and Glendening’s is $1.5 million (but a $1.8 million
cap hit). Veteran contracts don’t get much cheaper.
Another may depend on what the Red Wings seek in their deadline
trades, but if they’re looking primarily at acquiring draft picks or
prospects, then at least a team adding a Detroit player would not also
lose an existing roster player while waiting for the incoming player to
arrive. We’ve already seen Winnipeg, after trading for Pierre-Luc Dubois,
have to go more than two weeks while not only waiting for Dubois to be
eligible to play but also no longer having Patrik Laine in the lineup. That’s
not an ideal situation for a contending team. None of this is. But it’s made
at least a little easier if the buyer isn’t losing a roster player in the
process, which may suit the Red Wings just fine here.
And finally, the Red Wings are in position to retain salary (and cap hit) if
needed, which could be an extra boost to make a deal work in a tight
climate.
What I wonder is, could Detroit act as an intermediary for two teams
without as much cap space, if an asset is attached? Toronto did this at
last year’s trade deadline, picking up a portion of Robin Lehner’s salary in
between his stops in Chicago and Vegas, and got a fifth-round pick out of
it. Those deals are easier said than done, and need the right situation to
present itself first, but I really liked that creativity by Toronto as a way to
add a pick.
What’s a reasonable return for Detroit’s top trade candidates?
Cover the parade floats, because this section might get a little rainy.
On one hand, the Red Wings have a bit of everything for deadline buyers
to choose from. A matchup center in Glendening. A depth scorer in Ryan.
Goaltending in Jonathan Bernier. And a plethora of defensemen with
playoff experience, including Marc Staal, Jon Merrill and Patrik Nemeth.
But the sense I’ve gotten is that a second-round pick would be viewed as
a great get for Detroit in a Glendening or Ryan trade. That means the
realistic expectation should be a bit lower than that, even for the Red
Wings’ most desirable potential targets. Something in the third- or fourthround range may be closer to the market value this season.

Still, by April 12, today’s expectations may not matter much — it really
does only take one team, or multiple teams bidding against each other, to
change them in a hurry.
What are Detroit’s options with some of its recent first-rounders?
One curiosity I’ve had watching Evgeny Svechnikov’s and Dennis
Cholowski’s seasons unfold is whether Detroit’s 2015 or 2016 first-round
picks could be decent candidates for a change of scenery trade.
Svechnikov was sent back to Grand Rapids this weekend after posting
four points in four NHL games and Cholowski has eight points in 10
games in the AHL so far.
The natural question is: what could they get in return?
The consensus seems to be that if Yzerman (who didn’t draft either
player) wanted to move one of those recent first-rounders, it would be
most likely to happen in the form of a like-for-like trade — meaning
players of similar age or pedigree in the same situation around the
league.
Now I’m not saying that kind of deal is on the table or should be
expected, but it’s the format I’ve heard would make the most sense if
Detroit moved one of those players.
The flip side might be whether Detroit has given these players enough of
a look in the NHL yet. Svechnikov has played in four games this season,
24 for his career. Cholowski broke camp with the Red Wings the last two
seasons, and he played a full season’s worth of games (88) in that span,
but that’s still not a ton of time for a 23-year-old, and his AHL production
is much higher this year than it has ever been before.
From that standpoint, the simplest path forward may be to trade the more
obvious veterans at the deadline, and, when lineup openings emerge as
a result, give Cholowski and Svechnikov a real chance to show what
they’ve got.
For reference, here’s what Griffins coach Ben Simon had to say about
Cholowski recently:
“Dennis’ offensive numbers, I think, speak for themselves. He’s
producing offensively, he’s doing a great job on the power play. But one
of the things that he’s done a really good job of is defending. We talk
about defending and ending plays quicker with him, and I just think that
he’s playing with a lot more urgency to his game, a lot more physicality,
the willingness to engage in battles, and it’s noticeable. So we’re very
pleased with the growth that he’s shown short term here and very
pleased with his attitude and mindset. His positivity this year has been
fantastic. He’s focused on things that he can control, and that’s showing
up every day with the mentality of staying positive and focusing on
getting better, and I think that he’s doing that. … So we’re happy down
here with how he’s progressing, and really, really happy with the way
he’s dealing with things at the rink, away from the rink, just with the
mentality and his attitude.”
Neither of Cholowski’s last two seasons in Detroit went how anyone
would have preferred, but it’s hard to hear that comment and think
another look in Detroit isn’t warranted.
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Blue Jackets miss another opportunity, but feel they're turning a corner

Brian Hedger

Blue Jackets forward Max Domi had some open space in his shootout
attempt against Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger, but his shot sailed over
the crossbar.
Another missed opportunity stung the Blue Jackets on Sunday at
Nationwide Arena, but it wasn’t the same as others.
They only scored once during a 2-1 shootout loss to the Dallas Stars,
missed the net a couple of times in the breakaways, and Zach Werenski
couldn’t pull off the same heroics late in overtime that he had 24 hours
earlier.
The upside: The Jackets finally appear to be figuring some things out,
finding solutions to maddening issues that plagued them throughout this
abbreviated season.
“We’re definitely starting to feel it a little bit,” said Werenski, whose goal
pushed the game to OT for an important point in the standings. “We’ve
still got a lot of work to do. I think this weekend was a step in the right
direction.”

After a couple of acrobatic stops in his previous start Tuesday against
Florida, including an effort to get his stick on a shot in mid-air, the
goaltender pulled off another doozy late in the second period Sunday.
This time, he robbed Stars captain Jamie Benn, getting his left leg and
glove over just in time to stop a follow-up of Blake Comeau’s miss off the
left post. Korpisalo also stopped Alexander Radulov about two minutes
later off a drop pass from Roope Hintz, keeping the Stars from extending
their 1-0 lead.
“The one (on Benn) was just all desperation, going side-to-side,” said
Korpisalo, who made 34 saves. “I think in those key moments, the team
needs it and I’ve got to be able to make those saves to keep the team
afloat.”
Another plan works
One thing the Blue Jackets have done well this season is score goals off
plays they discuss before offensive zone face-offs.
Werenski scored the latest, tying the score 1-1 at 6:49 of the third period
with a one-timer past Oettinger from the right point. Jack Roslovic cleanly
won the draw against Jason Dickinson, slid the puck to Seth Jones at the
blue line, and a short touch pass later it was on its way toward the net
courtesy of Werenski.
“Originally, it was supposed to be (a draw) to me and I was supposed to
go to Jonesy,” Werenski said. “So it was kind of in reverse a little bit, but
it’s nice that it found its way in and we end up getting a point out of it.”

Here are a few more takeaways:
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Surreal stalemate
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The Blue Jackets took three of four possible points in the weekend backto-back against Dallas, which ordinarily would be something to crow
about. But with the COVID-19 pandemic limiting play to just intra-division
games, the impact isn’t the same when both games finish beyond
regulation.

Lightning fall to Predators in Monday matinee

The Stars also got three points out of the two games, and they’ve got six
games in hand, despite being five points behind the Blue Jackets. Both
teams are chasing Chicago for the fourth and final playoff spot in the
Central Division.
“They’re kind of a team in the same boat as we are, fighting for a playoff
spot, right on the cusp,” Werenski said. “Every point’s crucial, so it’s
weird. You get three of four points, but they also get three of four points
and we kind of stay the same.”
Shootout shortcomings

Tampa Bay Lightning

By Eduardo A. Encina
Published Yesterday
Updated Yesterday

TAMPA — The Lightning were on the wrong end of some unlucky
bounces and untimely turnovers against the Nashville Predators Monday
afternoon at Amalie Arena.

Cam Atkinson started the shootout off with an interesting decision.

And after Tampa Bay’s 4-1 loss, its second in three games, Jon Cooper
ensured the sky wasn’t falling on the defending Stanley Cup champions.

The Jackets’ leading goal-scorer and accomplished shootout option
skated straight at Stars goalie Jake Oettinger and pulled up for a slap
shot from between the circles. The shot grazed the tip of Oettinger’s
glove, deflected over the net and didn’t really challenge the goalie.

“Everybody’s like, holy cow, you lose a game and the world’s caving in,”
the Lightning coach said. “I look back at our last two losses. “Our scoring
chances were nearly two to one, and we’ve had some pretty good zone
time and we’ve done some good things. We just got beat.”

Atkinson often uses a backhand-forehand deke in shootouts, breakaways
and penalty shots, but he left that one hanging in the tool shed this time.

The Lightning had beaten Nashville in each of their previous five
meetings this season, three times with goaltender Pekka Rinne in net.
But this time Rinne prevailed, recording 38 saves and frustrating the
Lightning shooters.

The Jackets’ next two attempts were taken by Patrik Laine and Max
Domi, both of whom missed the net on shots aimed at open holes. Laine
missed wide of the top left corner, and Domi flipped a backhand over the
crossbar after deking Oettinger to the ice.
“I leave it up to the players,” coach John Tortorella said. “They’re trying.
Max has the best chance. I thought it was a terrific move. He just shot it
over the net. But they’re trying. We don’t get it done.”
More dazzling saves
Joonas Korpisalo is making a habit out of pulling off jaw-dropping saves.

In each of the Lightning’s past two losses, they fell victim to the turnover
bug. Nashville took advantage of some Tampa Bay miscues with three
second-period goals. Still, the Lightning had 32 scoring chances against
Rinne, at least nine in each period, so opportunities were there.
Luckily for them, the Lightning won’t have time to think about the loss.
They hopped on a flight to Dallas after the game for a road game against
the Stars Tuesday night to continue a stretch of five games in seven
days.
“It’s a hard game,” Lightning forward Anthony Cirelli said. “You’re not
gonna be perfect for 60 minutes, and I think if we could limit the turnovers
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that we had and just fix a couple things in the D zone — we’ll go through
some video (Tuesday) and clean up some stuff — we’ll be ready for
tomorrow’s game.”

Following a frustrating 40 minutes in which they fell behind by three
goals, Maroon’s fight sparked the Lightning to their best overall period in
a 4-1 loss to Nashville.

The Lightning continued to struggle with backup Curtis McElhinney in
net, going 7-9-2 in his last 18 starts dating back to last season. Though to
be fair, the number of breakaways the Lightning allowed on Monday left
McElhinney (who stopped 22 of 25 shots) in a tough situation.

“Anytime you get into a fight, I don’t care if it’s a playground or it’s on a
sheet of ice, it takes a lot of courage to do that,” Lightning coach Jon
Cooper said. “Patty was trying to get our team going, and I think it did just
that. He got his game going and it got our team going, and I guess that’s
a really hard thing to do. That’s a team-first guy right there.”

A fluke play led to a shorthanded goal that put Nashville up 3-0 with 8:14
left in the second period. Mattias Ekholm cleared a puck from behind the
Nashville end line and Lightning forward Brayden Point reached in the air
with his stick to try to keep the puck in the zone. But the deflection gifted
a breakaway goal for Calle Jarnkrok, who also had three assists.
“Pointer’s natural reaction is to knock the puck in the air and he does it,
and it happens to go under a stick for a breakaway,” Cooper said. “What
are the chances that’s going to happen?”
Tampa Bay went 0-for-3 against a Nashville penalty kill that ranked 31st
in the league and had allowed goals on its past four penalty-kill
situations.
Predators rookie Eeli Tolvanen scored first, taking advantage of a 3-on-2
rush and unloading a wrister from the left circle past McElhinney just
under four minutes into the second period. The Predators scored again
when Erik Haula fed Viktor Arvidsson after whiffing on a shot in front of
the net and Arvidsson rocketed a one-timer from the left circle.
Lightning captain Steven Stamkos prevented a shutout by scoring with
just under 10 minutes remaining, his shot deflecting off Nashville
defenseman Dante Fabbro’s skate and into the net.

It’s not the first time Maroon has done that this season. When the
Lightning started slowly against Dallas on Feb. 27, Maroon’s fight with 6foot-7 Stars defenseman Jamie Oleksiak spurred the Lightning to a 5-0
win.
“Everyone looks up to Patty and he’s such a great leader out there, and
you see him dropping the gloves twice out there, that definitely fired us
up and gives us a little extra spark, a little extra boost,” Lightning center
Anthony Cirelli said. “I think after that, you know, we had some
momentum going in our favor and had some great shifts after that.”
Just two hours after the Lightning’s loss, they were scheduled to travel to
Dallas for a one-off road game against the Stars, yet another adjustment
in a season filled with rescheduled games.
Cooper said that Monday’s 4 p.m. start, the first of five games in seven
days, would help with recovery because players would be able to get a
good night of sleep.

Ekholm added an empty-netter with 20 seconds remaining to make it 4-1.

“The skating and the physical aspects and getting on the flight and all
those things (are difficult),” Cooper said. “But to me, a big part of it is your
eating and sleeping habits, and so for us to be able to get there and jump
in bed — even though there is an hour time change — keep your body
clock the same way, that’s what’s important.

Defenseman Victor Hedman had one of the Lightning’s best opportunities
early, juking Rinne to give himself a backhanded shot inside the post. But
Fabbro blocked Hedman’s shot with his stick before it could cross the
goal line.

“So back-to-backs, they are what they are. Everybody has them, and
guys are used to them. But it’s when you’re getting in at 2 o’clock in the
morning and playing a 5 p.m game the next day, those are the tough
ones.”

Point and Ondrej Palat had several good looks, but Rinne stoned them at
every turn, once when Palat deflected a puck high off the ice that the 6foot-5 Rinne had to reach up and snare out of the air with his glove.
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“There’s been other times this year that we’ve probably not played as
well as the other team and we won some games,” Cooper said. “It’s just
when you’re gonna play 56 to 82 games in a season, some of these are
going to happen. Our process has been fine.”
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Why the NHL’s all-Canadian division has been a
fun — and frantic — experience
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Lightning’s Pat Maroon willing to trade punches for momentum

By Eduardo A. Encina
Published Yesterday
Updated Yesterday

By Pierre LeBrun Mar 15, 2021 42

The North Division is a fishbowl. It’s provided plenty of entertainment
halfway through this unique season, although some nights, not a lot of
defence.
And as I wrote about in early February, in many ways the all-Canadian
division at times has sucked all the oxygen out of the room in the NHL as
far as coverage and attention goes. But the flip side to it all is that the
intense glare of it in a country where the sport is still religion has meant a
bunch of overreactions on both sides of the ledger.
This team is great!

TAMPA — When the third period was about to start Monday afternoon,
Lightning forward Pat Maroon had already dropped his gloves once,
squaring off against 6-foot-6 Nashville defenseman Ben Harpur. But
when his teammates needed a spark, Maroon didn’t hesitate to get into
another tussle in order to provide it.
No sooner had the period-opening faceoff dropped than Maroon had
picked a fighting partner in Predators forward Mathieu Olivier. After the
two squared off near the benches, Maroon gave his teammates a few
words of motivation.

This team is terrible!
Let’s fire the coach! Let’s fire the GM!
The highs and lows have been exacerbated to extremes.
“I would say that’s 100 percent correct, and very accurate,” Winnipeg
Jets head coach Paul Maurice responded to my assertion of the
experience on his media availability Monday.
“But we knew that going in and talked about the exaggeration of all
things, and not being part of it,” continued the most honest coach in the
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league. “Being able to stay off that idea. It’s difficult to do. Maybe made
slightly easier for players because there’s no fans in the building. And
that takes some of the intensity out for us. It just does. But the idea that
you played a great game Saturday night and won, well you’re right there
and you’re a contender, but the game before you were a disaster and
you’re going to have to fire somebody for it. So, fortunately, I work for
people that have an even keel and an understanding of what we’re in. So
I don’t feel that here. But it’s real.”

that old format — but did not say more all-Canadian games — I’m not
sure that wasn’t a blessing in disguise in some ways.

Oh, it’s real all right.

It’s perhaps been a bit of sensory overload at times this season.

Are we convinced the Canadiens and Flames make their coaching
change if this was an 82-game season with a normal schedule? Maybe,
maybe not.
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But the swings in emotions have been unreal this season across the
division. And what I’m saying is that it’s not just the fan bases, I truly
believe it’s being felt within the seven organizations. From top to bottom.

Yes, I do believe while we are going back to the old divisions that it would
make sense to have more all-Canadian games within that framework, a
more unbalanced schedule if you will, but if that doesn’t happen, so be it.
I think players, coaches and GMs on the seven Canadian teams could
use Arizona on a Tuesday night right about now.
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Social media has been on steroids since the opening of the season.

The Athletic / DGB weekend rankings: What we know and what we don’t
at the midway mark

Think of the Ottawa fan base in the opening two weeks when it looked
like the Senators were a third division club playing in the Premiership.

By Sean McIndoe Mar 15, 2021 147

Or Canucks fans, perhaps the most intense bunch of all, as they
absorbed the opening month from hell after being Canada’s team in the
bubble last summer.

We’re halfway home. Mostly.

Or Oilers fans after getting walloped by the Leafs in three straight games
earlier this month.
Or Leafs fans right now as Toronto heads into a mini-break having lost
five of six games (the Leafs will be fine, relax people).
Habs fans remain on a roller-coaster of emotions. Flames fans have
been given hope, their underachieving team revived, at least for now,
under Darryl Sutter.
In many ways, Jets fans have been spared the extreme of emotions
although getting hammered 7-1 by Montreal recently sparked 48 hours of
self-doubt in some fans before a terrific series in Toronto brought that all
back to the good side.
Up, down, up, down up, down.
The North Division. These are the “Days of Our Lives.”
“And we’ve tried to keep our team off that,” said Maurice. “And it’s also a
function of what everybody is going through and the sheer number of
games stacked into a short season. So there’s more, I don’t know if
pressure if the right word, but because it’s shorter there’s more of an
urgency to stay off bad runs and to try to get on a good run because of
the length. But you get the opportunity to go right back at it, which can be
really good for you, or sometimes you feel like you need a 2-3 day block
just to hit the reset button if you will.
“So there’s a bunch of things that you got to be really aware of in terms of
the emotions of your team and I think trying to make sure that in the
leadership of your group you have that a little bit maybe a little bit
detached of the day to day. A little bit. A little bit of an overview and a
longer-term picture helps manage some of the emotions.”
Maurice mentioned how not having fans in the building has shielded
players from the worst of it, but I would also add that having dressing
rooms closed to the media and doing Zoom calls instead has been
another salvation in terms of the players not feeling the worst of the
hysteria this temporary division has created.
Well, as long as players aren’t glued to Twitter that is.
Anyone who has stepped into a dressing room, pre-pandemic, the
morning of a Habs-Leafs game, with about 50 media people pushing
their way around the room, well, the players will take Zoom all day over
that just for this season given the circumstances.
So while I know some Canadian team executives were disappointed last
week when commissioner Gary Bettman said during a media availability
that he believes divisional alignment will go back to the previous divisions
we had before this season, meaning the end of the all-Canadian division,
and in fact said he believed there might be more divisional games within

It’s kind of hard to pick a midway mark of this weird NHL season, with
teams like Dallas and New Jersey still trailing behind in games played
due to scheduling disruptions. But we’re close enough, with several
teams crossing into their second half over the weekend.
So… do we know anything yet?
I think we do. We can start with the obvious: The Lightning are really
good, and will get even better when Nikita Kucherov mysteriously heals
just in time for the playoffs. We’re a bit less sure about the Hurricanes
and (especially) the Panthers, but those doubts are fading, and at the
very least we can all but lock in those three teams for playoff spots, with
the last Central spot coming down to the surprising Hawks, the
disappointing Stars or (maybe) the fading Blue Jackets.
We know that the Golden Knights are the team to beat in the West, but
that the Blues and Avs still loom as serious threats, pretty much the way
we all expected. We didn’t necessarily think the Wild would be right there
with them, but so far they have been, and we’re getting dangerously
close to being able to at least pencil in all of the division’s playoff spots
unless the Kings or Coyotes can find another gear.
Up in the North, we know the Maple Leafs are still the favorites, although
they stubbornly refuse to pull away and end the suspense. And even if
they do, it’s not like anyone will be all that scared of facing them in the
playoffs given recent history. We’re not sure of much else, although the
Jets and Oilers are looking good right now. The Flames are still very
much to be determined, although their first two games under Darryl
Sutter have been promising.
And in the East… well, I don’t think we know much of anything about the
East, at least as far as the playoffs go. Even if we write off the Rangers,
we’ve got four spots for five very good teams and that match just doesn’t
work for anyone except fans of Team Chaos.
Oh, and we really have no idea which of those divisions are good and
which are bad, because we don’t have any cross-over games to go by.
So that’s fun.
Things are a little more clear at the bottom of the standings, where
Ottawa and Detroit are about as bad as expected and the Sabres might
blow past both of them. The Ducks and Devils are done, and the
Predators and Canucks probably don’t want to admit they are too. With
an unusually high 12 teams at or below .500 right now, the deadline is
shaping up to be a crowded market for sellers and a good one for buyers,
but we still don’t know how any of that might play out under the current
financial mess.
When it comes to individual performances, Kirill Kaprizov is pulling away
in the Calder race and a healthy Connor McDavid will win the Art Ross,
but most of the other awards are in flux. The Hart is going to be a mess
of differing definitions, as always, and there’s still plenty of time for the
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Norris and Vezina fields to shift. There’s an outside shot that we could
see someone hit 100 points or 50 goals in a shortened season, which
would be cool, but we really have no idea what the condensed schedule
will do to stars down the stretch.

That’s rough. I’m not quite sure how rough, because I’m still not
completely sold on the Panthers. But even for the best team in the
league, which I think the Lightning definitely are once Kucherov returns,
it’s a tough path that’s worth at least a little bit of caution.

All in all, we don’t know much. But we’re not supposed to, because we’re
only halfway home, and it actually feels like we’ve got at least a little bit
more clarity than usual around the bottom of the standings this year.

The five teams that with the best chances of becoming the first team in
history to win a Stanley Cup in July.

1. Vegas Golden Knights (18-6-1, +28) – So yeah, that means the
Knights move up to top spot, almost by default. They have looked good
lately, with two strong performances in wins against the Blues in a
possible first-round preview. Of course, earlier in the week they dropped
two to the Wild, which will have Minnesota fans asking if they shouldn’t
be in the top five if they just beat the top ranked team twice. The answer:
Maybe! This is a weird week, and I think you could take the top teams
and reroll them into almost any order and it wouldn’t seem outrageous.
But for now, I like the Knights’ path out of the West a little more than what
the Lightning or Hurricanes will face in the Central.

There’s really no question about which goal takes home highlight of the
week honors.

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does
for some reason.

HOCKEY IS A SOPHISTICATED, ELEGANT SPORT WHERE THE
UTMOST SPEED AND SKILL IS DEMONSTRATED AT ALL TIMES
PIC.TWITTER.COM/3NSSLVCLIU

Not ranked: Pittsburgh Penguins – So halfway through the year, where
are we at with the Penguins?

Also, we know that at least a few of this week’s power rankings picks will
seem awful in hindsight. But we’re doing them anyway, so let’s get to it…
Road to the Cup

&MDASH; HARMAN DAYAL (@HARMANDAYAL2) MARCH 14, 2021
5. Washington Capitals (17-6-4, +7 true goals differential*) – The North
has tightened up again thanks to a Leafs slump and strong weeks by the
Jets and Oilers. I don’t feel good enough about either team to give them
Toronto’s vacated spot, so instead let’s park the whole division for a
week or two until we get a bit more clarity.
Combined with Boston’s ongoing slump, that opens up two spots in the
top five. We’ll give one to the returning Capitals, who’ve won four straight
including three against the Flyers. They get the Sabres Monday and then
start a weird stretch of their schedule where they play 11 straight games
against the same three teams; four each against the Rangers and Devils,
and three against the Islanders. It’s those last games that will feel like the
main event, and could ultimately help decide the division.
4. New York Islanders (19-6-4, +21) – Make it nine straight wins after a
three-game sweep of the Devils. The streak may not be quite as
impressive as it sounds since seven of the games have come against
New Jersey and Buffalo, plus one each against the Penguins and Bruins
(which came in a shootout). Still, like we always say around here, you
can only play who the schedule puts in front of you, and nine wins are
nine wins. The difficulty slider goes way up over the next dozen, which
are all against the other four playoff contenders, including that Caps
showdown tomorrow and three more against the Flyers to close out the
week. For now, Barry Trotz has the Islanders playing near-perfect Trotz
hockey, and that’s good enough for their top-five debut, even as the
Anders Lee injury brings some concern.
3. Carolina Hurricanes (20-6-1, +23) – It tells you all you need to know
about the top of the Central that the Hurricanes have now won eight
straight, and haven’t been able to move up in the rankings. They have
caught the Lightning for first in the division if you go by total points,
although Tampa still has the lead in points percentage.
Which team is better right now? That’s probably Carolina, but as you
know, it’s not the question we’re asking here. Which team is most likely
to win the Stanley Cup? I still lean Lightning. Remember: the Hurricanes
last three games before this streak began were all regulation losses
against Tampa Bay – but it’s very close.
In the end, as good as they’ve been, I can’t move Carolina up. But that
doesn’t mean their streak hasn’t had an impact on the rankings,
because…
2. Tampa Bay Lightning (19-5-2, +38) – … for the first time all season,
I’m dropping the Lightning out of the top spot.
Why do that, if I still think they’re the league’s best team? Because right
now, their path to the Cup looks absolutely brutal. That’s changed since
the early days of the season, when we thought that they’d win the
division, get a cupcake matchup in the first round and then be the
favorites against either Dallas or Carolina in round two. The Stars aren’t
good, but the Panthers are, and now it looks like the Lightning will be in a
fight just to finish first, with a realistic chance that they have to go through
both Florida and Carolina just to get out of the division.

I’m asking because I’m really not sure. The record is good. They’ve won
five straight, although the last four of those have come against the
Rangers and Sabres so, you know. Sidney Crosby’s been good and
Evgeni Malkin is better after a disappointing start, but nobody’s really
having an awards-worthy season. The goaltending from Tristan Jarry and
Casey DeSmith hasn’t been great or even especially average, but lately it
hasn’t mattered much.
They’re good, right?
I think they are, but again, not really sure. They’re one of the five teams
fighting for those four East playoff spots, and right now they’re smack in
the middle of the race by both points and percentage. That’s enough to
get them into the postseason, although you wonder if they’d be favored
over anyone else in the division.
And through it all, there’s a new front office that hasn’t made any big
moves yet, even though you know Ron Hextall and Brian Burke are
itching for some action. It’s still way too much fun to think about what the
season would look like if they’d been able to make that Marc-Andre
Fleury reunion happen, but that ship has sailed for now. So we’re left with
a pretty good team, I think, that might not be as good as they’ll need to
be, I suspect. Oh, and they still have six games left against the Sabres
and all eight against the Devils, so let’s not act surprised when they blow
by everyone and make a run at first. Or miss the playoffs. Definitely one
of those two options, or something in between.
The bottom five
The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds and trying
to figure out if we should call this an Owen Power Ranking.
(Taps sign that says “Just treat it like icing, you dummies” without even
bothering to look up.)
CHYCHRUN CALLED FOR DELAY BREAKING UP A PASS, THE
DELAY OF GAME RULE IS A DISGRACE
PIC.TWITTER.COM/9WTSQGCBJB
&MDASH; CJ FOGLER #BLACKLIVESMATTER (@CJZERO) MARCH
14, 2021
5. New Jersey Devils (8-13-4, -17) – They’ve lost four straight, nine of
their last 10, and 12 of 14. They get to play the Sabres tomorrow and if
the Department of Player Safety really wanted to make Tom Wilson pay,
they’d force him to watch that entire game start-to-finish.
4. Anaheim Ducks (8-15-6, -31) – The week opened with a wild 6-5 OT
win over the Kings, but the Ducks followed that with three straight losses
by a combined score of 14-2, including a humiliating 6-0 loss to the
Sharks.
It’s really all about the trade deadline now, and Anaheim is in decent
shape there. I still think they’re a sneaky good candidate in any eventual
Jack Eichel sweepstakes, and if either Ryan Getzlaf or Ryan Miller
decide they’d like one last run with a contender, the Ducks can make that
happen. There are a few teams near the bottom of the standings who
don’t have much in the way of assets anyone would want; the Ducks
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aren’t in that group. Bob Murray has an interesting few weeks ahead of
him.
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3. Detroit Red Wings (8-17-4, -33) – They’ve won just one of their last
five, but that win came against the Lightning. We can build on this. We
won’t, but in theory, we could.

The Athletic / Burnside: 6 NHL trade deadline deals I want to see happen

At least the Red Wings did give us my favorite moment of the week:
THE HORN AT THE LCA HAS BEEN GOING OFF EVERY MINUTE ALL
GAME SO FAR, AND THE RED WINGS AND LIGHTNING ARE JUST
PLAYING THROUGH IT. TOOK A FEW MINUTES BUT THEY SEEM
USED TO IT NOW. #LGRW #GOBOLTS
PIC.TWITTER.COM/QTV9HCLJLI
&MDASH; RYAN HANA (@RYANHANAWWP) MARCH 10, 2021
Nothing says existential angst like the Horn of Doom literally going off
every few minutes for no reason.
2. Ottawa Senators (10-20-1, -43) – The series with the Oilers was
bowling shoe ugly, with three losses by a combined score of 16-5 and
absolutely zero answers for Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. Sunday
night’s win over the Leafs offered at least a bit of redemption, though,
and this was pretty great:
“I DON’T EVEN HAVE WORDS RIGHT NOW. I JUST WANT TO THANK
MY FAMILY FOR EVERYTHING THEY’VE DONE FOR ME – IT’S
PRETTY SPECIAL.”
AN EMOTIONAL JOEY DACCORD JOINED @SNKYLEBUKAUSKAS
TO DISCUSS HIS FIRST CAREER @NHL WIN IN A GAME HE WASN’T
SUPPOSED TO START. WHAT A MOMENT.
#NHLONSN
PIC.TWITTER.COM/LYPPDEZCZF
— SPORTSNET (@SPORTSNET) MARCH 15, 2021
1. Buffalo Sabres (6-16-4, -30) – Ten straight losses, no end in sight, no
Jack Eichel for at least a few games and maybe more, no help coming
from anywhere and no apparent plan from anyone to make it better. No
hope. And certainly nothing I can sell to Sabres fans to make it better. I’m
not sure when the Sabres will win anything again unless you count this.
Not ranked: Arizona Coyotes – They’re not done, but they’re fading. We
all figured that there was one spot in the West up for grabs after the
Knights, Avs and Blues, and we were right. But the Coyotes were
supposed to be in the mix, even neck-and-neck with the Wild. Instead,
it’s Minnesota pulling away while the Coyotes battle the Kings for fifth or
sixth, which won’t be enough.
We already knew that Bill Armstrong had his work cut out for him, and
that was before we found out how big a mess the organization was. Any
optimism was mostly based on the idea that the goaltending would be
good, which it mostly has been (although Darcy Kuemper is hurt now),
and that some of the younger players would make big leaps, which hasn’t
really happened. There are good pieces here, like there are on every
team, but who are you building a Cup contender around? Is Clayton
Keller the franchise? Will Barrett Hayton be that sort of guy? Is Jakob
Chychrun going to find another level or two? You probably need all three
of those things to happen, and even then it doesn’t look like enough. And
with a middling prospect pipeline and no first-round pick this year, there’s
not much more elite talent on the way.
Before the season you might have hoped you could trade Phil Kessel,
but he isn’t doing much to live up to his contract. Oliver Ekman-Larsson
has been just OK, although that’s what he mostly was last year too and
there was apparently a bidding war for his services in the offseason, so
maybe that’s your play, or you move pending UFA Antti Raanta.
I don’t envy Armstrong, or Rick Tocchet or anyone else trying to make
this work. They’ve got the Wild again on Tuesday and then play six of
their next nine against the Ducks and Sharks, so there’s a chance to
make up some ground there. But if not, there won’t be much to play for in
the second half, and you can’t even tank because again you have no
first-round pick. Maybe it was always going to end this way, but Coyotes
fans were at least supposed to get a playoff race out of it first. They still
might, but their chances are fading, and there isn’t much good news in
what comes next.
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The NHL’s trade deadline is now less than a month away. Buying and/or
selling has never been more complicated with border restrictions
between Canada and the United States, some teams having played far
fewer games and a flat salary cap for the foreseeable future. But in spite
of that, or perhaps because of that, it’s high time for NHL GMs to get their
acts together.
Regardless of the circumstances and the challenges, the deadline is a
line in the sand, a chance for things to happen, for teams to make
statements or divest themselves of assets. So we’ve trotted out a few
scenarios to give GMs a helping hand.
Will these deals actually happen? Maybe. Maybe not.
Could they? Of course, because in this season of all seasons anything is
possible.
Buffalo Sabres trade Taylor Hall to Edmonton Oilers
Has any NHL player seen their stock fall more precipitously in such a
short period of time than 2018 Hart Trophy winner Taylor Hall?
Okay. Hands down Jeff Skinner fans.
Apart from Hall’s teammate in Buffalo, has any elite player fallen off the
map as Hall has? Asked and answered.
Which makes the coming weeks fascinating as the tire fire rages in
Buffalo and rookie GM Kevyn Adams tries to sprinkle at least a few drops
on the blaze. Hall has a no-move clause so if he is a true masochist he
can stay right where he is and play out the string in Buffalo and then
presumably play for Canada at the World Championships. But for a guy
that’s played in just 14 postseason games in a decade-long NHL career
maybe you’d agree to go just about anywhere.
The Sabres would have to eat half of Hall’s $8 million salary and the
return would be negligible, maybe a mid-range pick and a mid-range
prospect. As one executive noted, nothing close to what he netted the
Devils when he was dealt to the Coyotes early in the 2019-20 season.
The return is better if Buffalo agrees to take on some team’s dead
weight.
Which brings us to Edmonton. The Oilers are up against the cap but
could simply bury James Neal and his $5.75 million cap hit before buying
him out. But maybe the Oilers sweeten the pot if the Sabres took Neal off
their hands. If you’re Adams and you agreed to take on Neal – two more
years at a head-smacking $5.75 million – even if only to buy him out,
you’d be looking at a collection of picks and perhaps even an ask of one
of the team’s handful of emerging young defensemen.
Lots of moving parts to a deal like this, not the least of which is that Hall
would need to quarantine for two weeks before joining the Oilers lineup.
That puts even more pressure on Adams to figure things out in Buffalo
well in advance of the April 12 deadline. Of course, there would be a nice
circular element to such a deal as the Oilers took Hall with the first overall
pick in 2010. Wouldn’t it be a nice bit of karma if he returned to help the
Oilers and Connor McDavid emerge from the North Division? The
question is whether Hall is as ineffective as he’s looked since joining
Arizona and during his time in Buffalo. Or is the fact he has just 12 goals
in his last 58 NHL games through Monday a function of circumstance?
One tantalizing element (as if returning to the Oilers isn’t tantalizing
enough) is Hall has 12 points in those 14 playoff games, so there is that.
Calgary Flames trade Johnny Gaudreau to Toronto Maple Leafs
The Flames are 2-0 since the arrival of Darryl Sutter as head coach in
Calgary, still in fifth place in the North and outside the playoff picture. So
GM Brad Treliving will have to decide if he allows the trade deadline to
pass with the status quo and hope for a late surge to catapult the Flames
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into the postseason or whether he tries to be proactive about further
changing the complexion of this perpetually underachieving team.
This is a team in need of a shakeup that extends beyond the coaching
position. The obvious place to start is Johnny Gaudreau, who has had a
productive season for the Flames (23 points in the Flames’ first 28
games) but does not have trade protection so can be moved at the
team’s discretion.
Here’s where it gets a bit complicated. The Maple Leafs would like a topnine winger and Gaudreau certainly fits the bill. But Toronto has zero cap
space to play with so the Flames will likely have to eat some of
Gaudreau’s $6.75 million salary as well as likely take back some salary
possibly in the form of Alex Kerfoot, who has two years left on his deal at
$3.5 million. The benefit for the Leafs is that Gaudreau has another year
left on his deal so he’s not a straight rental. That also means Treliving will
be able to ask for more, so let’s say a first-round pick in either this year’s
draft or next and another solid pick plus a prospect like Timothy Liljegren.
The other factor in a deal like this is that Gaudreau wouldn’t have to face
the two-week quarantine. This might be as good a chance as the Leafs
have had in years, maybe since the 2004-05 lockout, to get to a final
four. Why not roll the dice?
It seems clear with the long-term absence of excellent backup Pavel
Francouz that the Avalanche are not going to be able to get out of the
West Division, let alone win a Stanley Cup, with their current state of
goaltending. There’s something just a little off with the Avs who are as
talented as any team in the league yet remain bogged down in the third
spot in the West Division. Philipp Grubauer remains the undisputed
starter in Colorado and his numbers reflect that. But there remain some
questions about whether he is “the guy” to take them the distance and
this is a team built to go the distance.
Discuss amongst yourselves, but Grubauer is also in a contract year so
GM Joe Sakic will have to decide at some point if Grubauer is his goalie
moving forward. Darcy Kuemper, however, has one more year left on his
deal at $4.5 million and does not have trade protection. It does create
some issues in Colorado vis a vis the Seattle expansion draft but first
things first if you’re an Avs team that believes they have the goods to win
it all.

Dallas Stars trade John Klingberg to Philadelphia Flyers
First, congratulations to John Klingberg on the arrival of his first child, a
daughter, Elsa. Second, it wouldn’t seem right if Klingberg ended up
somewhere else. But life is sometimes not right, as this past year has
taught us in spades. And Stars GM Jim Nill has a major salary cap
headache on the horizon as he tries to balance the twin albatrosses of
Jamie Benn and Tyler Seguin who combine for just under $20 million in
cap hit for the next hundred years (give or take).
Nill is also going to have to pay rising star Miro Heiskanen, who will be a
restricted free agent at the end of the season. Klingberg has one more
year left on a very team-friendly deal that carries a $4.25 million cap hit.
Multiple sources familiar with the team have wondered aloud how or
whether the team can afford Klingberg whose value on the open market,
even with a flat cap, is in the $7 million range.
If Heiskanen takes a bridge deal at $6 million or so that’s roughly $33
million, or north of 40 percent of your cap, taken up by four players.
Throw in Esa Lindell at $5.8 million and now you’re almost to 50 percent
of the cap with five players under contract. Yikes.
So, back to Klingberg — and Philadelphia. The Flyers are in the mix in a
very tough East Division and would love to bring in a veteran right-hand
shot defenseman to help fill the void created by the retirement of Matt
Niskanen. Klingberg doesn’t bring the snarl that Niskanen possessed but
his offensive talents are off the charts and he has worked diligently to
improve his defensive game. Few defensemen can work the puck
laterally and put shots on net like Klingberg and he’s become a vocal,
important part of the Stars leadership group.
Also critical to the Flyers, who have the tools for a deep playoff run but
have lacked consistency through the first half of this season, Klingberg
was on an MVP arc last summer with 21 points in 26 games for a Stars
team that came within two wins of the Cup. What would it cost? Plenty. A
package that includes a first and maybe a second-round pick plus one of
the Flyer’s top young offensive prospects. Would it be worth it to see
Klingberg lining up with Ivan Provorov in a series against Boston, the
Islanders, Washington or Pittsburgh? Maybe.
Los Angeles Kings trade Jonathan Quick to Carolina Hurricanes

Who would you rather have moving forward — Grubauer or Kuemper? If
you’re Arizona GM Bill Armstrong the reality is your chances of making
the playoffs hinge on keeping Kuemper, although his absence due to
injury for much of March will blunt those hopes. But even with Kuemper,
it’s more than a bit of a longshot the Coyotes get in with Minnesota and
Los Angeles playing above expectations.

Did a little waffling when it comes to the Hurricanes, who were my preseason Cup pick. They’re in a pitched battle with Tampa and Florida for
the top spot in the Central. They’ve ridden out the thumb injury to starter
Petr Mrazek very nicely thanks to the work of James Reimer and Alex
Nedeljkovic. Still, many will suggest an upgrade in goal is critical to a
long playoff run. Maybe. Maybe not.

Also, Armstrong needs to find a way to rebuild a tattered infrastructure.
Perhaps adding Francouz, whom goaltending experts believe has NHL
starter capability, plus perhaps a second-round pick for Kuemper is the
smart play for the Coyotes.

We spoke to a long-time NHL netminder and analyst about Jonathan
Quick and the Hurricanes. He is bullish on Nedeljkovic given his puckhandling skills as a valuable part of a potential Carolina playoff rotation
but he also acknowledged the value of having an “alpha goalie” when it
comes to playoff success. Sometimes goalies, heck players of any kind,
shrink from the pressure and demands of playoff goaltending. Better to
have an alpha goalie that not only rises to the occasion but infuses a kind
of alpha spirit in the locker room.

Los Angeles Kings trade Dustin Brown to Pittsburgh Penguins
So, let’s start with the assumption that the initial priority for new
Pittsburgh GM Ron Hextall and president of hockey operations Brian
Burke is to coax another long playoff run out of the superstar-heavy
Penguins. Let’s assume it would be a bit problematic to deconstruct the
goaltending and that there are bigger organizational fish to fry, like
addressing the bottom six (or top nine depending on how you want to
parse things out).
That brings us to a guy Hextall will know very well from his time in Los
Angeles — two-time Stanley Cup champion Dustin Brown. Brown is
having a renaissance season and has one year left on his current deal at
a hefty $5.875 million. The Kings might eat some of that depending on
what kind of piece gets sent back. Given the overloaded state of the
Pittsburgh blue line maybe there’s a young defensive bauble that
satisfies the Kings end of things.
Brown could help improve the Penguins’ power play. There’s also
something of the Patric Hornqvist in Brown. Gritty, solid, the kind of guy
who would immediately be embraced in the Pens’ room. Hornqvist
looked like he was at the end of his tether in Pittsburgh but has been
revitalized in Florida. Brown fills that kind of niche for the Penguins and
might be the kind of piece that is a catalyst to something that delays what
many believe is a complete teardown in Pittsburgh.

Quick, a two-time Stanley Cup champion and 2012 playoff MVP definitely
qualifies on that front. Now, Quick is 35 and has two years left on his deal
at $5.8 million which is a lot. And there have been some ebbs and flows
to Quick’s game as the Kings have gotten younger and tried to retool
themselves as their core has gotten older. Does Quick make the Canes a
better bet to win a Cup? Have to assume Hurricanes GM Don Waddell
would be asking newly installed advisor Justin Williams, who played
alongside Quick in Los Angeles, that same question.
Both Reimer and Mrazek are pending UFAs and Nedeljkovic is a
restricted free agent so it’s possible the Canes could expose Quick in the
expansion draft. As for a return, at this stage of his career and given
Quick’s contract a late-round pick or lower-tier prospect is likely all it
would cost Carolina. Pretty small exposure for a possible big-time return
on investment.
The Athletic LOADED: 03.16.2021

1185153

Websites

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 16, 2021
Sportsnet.ca / Flames' new attitude under Sutter leading to instant
success

Eric Francis@EricFrancisMarch 16, 2021, 2:05 AM

That’s when Hanifin joined the rush for his game-winner.
“It was a huge response," said the 24-year-old defenceman who
continues to find more opportunities to explore his offensive game.
"When you're playing a team like that, the game's going to be really
intense and it's going to go back and forth a bit. It was a huge rebound
for us."

The newfound swagger is undeniable.

Remaining Time -0:48

So is the fact Darryl Sutter has found a way to tap into the all-for-one and
one-for-all attitude it will take for the Calgary Flames to continue chasing
down a playoff spot.

Darryl Sutter hoping to build on Flames' solid play of late

On Monday night the team extended its winning streak to three under
Sutter, employing a swarming defensive structure that put a stop to the
traditional dominance Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl have had over
their southern rivals.
Sure, the duo hooked up for a goal that tied the game 3-3 early in the
third.
But instead of wilting, as the team would have done earlier this year
when surrendering a 3-1 lead, a gorgeous finish from Noah Hanifin one
minute later was good enough for the Flames to continue rolling with a 43 win.
“It's a great sign,” said Hanifin, who scored his third goal in five outings
by collecting a great drop pass from Andrew Mangiapane and roofing it
over Mike Smith’s blocker.
“Obviously we’ve dealt with some adversity and with Darryl coming in
we’ve rebounded pretty well and put together a few big games. I think
guys are starting to play their roles, compete, and work hard and play a
full 60 minutes. We’ve got a deep team and I think we’re doing a good
job utilizing everybody. We’ve still got some ways to climb a bit, but we’re
going in the right direction.”

Lindholm’s reversal of fortune on McDavid to set up Dube’s goal was an
equally impressive effort, which fits into Sutter’s increased demands on
his centres to control play.
“I just tried to get back as soon as McDavid got the puck, and he’s a little
bit faster than me,” chuckled Lindholm, who stripped a streaking McDavid
of the puck and sent Dube in alone.
“It is a great track and he created all of it -- to be able to turn that puck
over was huge,” added Dube, who beat Smith between the legs. “They
had a lot of speed going the other way and had numbers.”
Forever asking his players for more, Sutter reiterated the numbers in the
big picture still aren’t what they need to be.
“We’re still behind the eight-ball and if this was our last game of the year
we can say we won but we didn’t make the playoffs,” said Sutter, whose
club hosts Edmonton again Wednesday.
“There’s lots of things we can get better at.”
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.16.2021
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Now just five points behind the third-place Oilers with two games in hand,
the Flames sit just two back of Montreal for the fourth spot.

Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' miscues pile up, make the difference in loss to
Flames

On this night they got there with significant efforts from a long list of
contributors, backing Sutter’s recent assertion that his team isn’t exactly
star-studded compared to divisional rivals.

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecMarch 16, 2021, 1:35 AM

• Mangiapane, Elias Lindholm and Dillon Dube all had a goal and an
assist, which included Lindholm’s second-period steal from McDavid that
sent Dube in alone for the game-opening strike.
• Mikael Backlund did well to shut down the Oilers' big guns, adding two
assists in the process. Stick tap to all his teammates for a commitment to
defence that held the Oilers to four first period shots.
• Brett Ritchie responded to a first period headshot from Jujhar Khaira on
a prone Oliver Kylington by dropping the mitts with the Oilers mucker.
The towering Ritchie quickly knocked Khaira out, prompting him to need
help leaving the ice due to a potential concussion. Khaira will likely face
some disciplinary action from the league for the hit.
Remaining Time -1:48
Flames' Ritchie and Oilers' Khaira get in spirited tilt
• Kylington left the game to be checked out but returned with a dashing
offensive foray that set up Lindholm’s goal, putting the Flames up 2-0
early in a five-goal second period.
• Jacob Markstrom made 28 saves, but none bigger than the blocker stop
on Jesse Puljujarvi in the final minute of the game.
• Milan Lucic acquitted himself well on the shutdown line, adding some
offence by stealing the puck from a wandering Smith late in the second
period before feeding Mangiapane to put the Flames up 3-1.
Nine periods into the latest Sutter era the Flames have yet to trail, which
is a significant development for a team known for its slow starts and wild
inconsistencies.
They’ve held on tight to third-period leads, kept scoring chances to a
minimum and on Monday stepped up -- literally -- when the momentum
had a chance at reversing on them.

In hockey you can play a 100-minute playoff game, and when a mistake
is made and the overtime goal is scored, it is as if the teams played just
10 seconds of hockey. As if nothing that led up to the mistake mattered,
or even happened.
Well, we’re not in the playoffs yet, but someone should tell the Calgary
Flames that.
Under new head coach Darryl Sutter, the Flames are playing the kind of
blood ‘n’ guts game usually reserved for springtime in the NHL. The kind
of game that leaves opposing coaches focused on the small pictures
within the game, rather than the big picture of an entire night.
“Three of the four goals were poor reads and turnovers. Our fingers were
all over the goals we gave them,” Oilers head coach Dave Tippett said
after a 4-3 loss to the Flames, Edmonton’s second straight defeat. “We
come out of the first period 0-0, made some mistakes to get behind, we
got back in the game and then we made another mistake to give it away.”
Of course, coaches watch a game differently than fans.
First of all, there are no beers and snacks. Secondly, they are watching
players who have been instructed to execute a game plan, and are
acutely aware when that execution is flawed.
So we see Connor McDavid cough up a puck in the neutral zone that
immediately goes the other way and ends up in Edmonton’s net. “Where
the heck is that defenceman?” we ask.
“On McDavid’s turnover, (Ethan) Bear’s skate broke, and he’s going to
the bench,” Tippett explained, not letting McDavid off the hook. “That
puck’s gotta get in, but that being said if Bear’s skate isn’t broken he’s
probably not going to the bench either.”
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Then there was Calgary’s third goal, a miscue by Oilers goalie Mike
Smith.
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“On the Smitty one, it bounces. But I think our defencemen should go
help him more, too,” Tippett said. “So it’s just not one turnover. There are
some things that go into the repercussions of a turnover that you should
be able to clean up.”

Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens rediscover identity with complete team effort in
win over Jets

Fans will focus on the one goal Smith’s puck-handling surrenders. Bigpicture, however, his superior puck skills likely save 20 goals a season.
“He’s an awesome stick handler, and he gives us a lot of easy break
outs. He’s going to give up (a goal) once in a while, but he gives us a lot
more,” defenceman Adam Larsson said. “It was a fluky goal. That will
happen. He played unreal the rest of the game, and even before, too. We
are trusting Smitty back there.”
“I don’t even know if I’d call that a mistake,” echoed winger Josh
Archibald, who scored Monday. “It just bounces over his stick … and he
can’t play it so he has to get back to his net. He’s one of the best, if not
the best in the league at helping us out.
“We’ve got to keep letting him do his thing.”
*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time.
Tippett did not opine on the game-winning goal by Noah Hanifin, as the
Flames defenceman followed up on an odd-man rush and ripped home a
wrist shot from the slot past a screened Smith. If he did, however, he’d
have been wondering why Ethan Bear was pinching on the play, taking a
careless, unnecessary chance that created the rush that cost Edmonton
the final goal.
Sometimes hockey is as much about not doing things to cost your team
goal, as it is about scoring the goals that help you win. Bear is that player
right now, goalless on the season and defensively derelict as he suffers
through a forgettable sophomore campaign.
Bear’s presence in Wednesday’s lineup may hinge on the availability of
Tyson Barrie, who did not play in the final 40 minutes Monday. Either
way, Evan Bouchard could be in Wednesday as Edmonton gets the hardcharging Flames again.
“They play a really structured, strong game with their new coach,” said
Larsson, who scored a rare goal. “But we came back. We had a chance
to win the game. But we didn’t.
“We’re still a confident group. We just have to play a lot harder.”
The Oilers lost centre Jujhar Khaira in Period 1, and with Barrie going out
shortly thereafter they went shorthanded the rest of the game. We never
did see what happened with Barrie.
Remaining Time -1:48
Flames' Ritchie and Oilers' Khaira get in spirited tilt
There was no question what caused Khaira’s absence — he answered
the bell with Brett Ritchie after a questionable hit on Calgary defenceman
Oliver Kylington. Ritchie caught Khaira with a thunderous right hand that
resulted in a wobbly stagger to the Oilers dressing room.
As for the hit, where principle contact was definitely made to Kylington’s
head, we’d be surprised if the Department of Player Safety did not
investigate. But for a first-time offender — and Khaira didn’t skate
through the player — a $5,000 fine seems most likely.
As for Barrie, it’s awesome having the fifth-leading scorer among NHL
defencemen — until he gets hurt. Then, he leaves a huge void in the
offence, including on the power play, where Edmonton went goalless in
just one attempt.
So, for the second straight game the Oilers walk away not completely
dissatisfied with their effort, but without reward.
How do they change that routine?
“We just have to win the game. That’s how simple it is,” Larsson said.
“There are no secrets behind it. We just have to win.”
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.16.2021
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Eric Engels@EricEngelsMarch 16, 2021, 12:38 AM

They were wise words from a long-time pro scout, offered to me ahead of
the 2020 Stanley Cup Playoffs, and they resonate right now.
“It’s the team that sticks most to its identity that usually wins,” he said.
And the team that strays too far from it gets embarrassed, like the
Montreal Canadiens did in their 3-1 loss to the Calgary Flames on
Saturday. They were rested, prepared properly for the game, but every
single player seemed to be looking to the person next to them to do the
job instead of trying to get it done themselves.
So, some other words resonate after Montreal’s 4-2 win over the
Winnipeg Jets on Monday. The ones Canadiens head coach Dominique
Ducharme said earlier in the day about the team not being constructed to
be able to depend on just two or three guys to win games.
“We need everyone,” he said.
The Jets don’t. They have Mark Scheifele, Blake Wheeler, Nikolaj Ehlers
and Pierre-Luc Dubois—bona fide superstars. They have forward Kyle
Connor and goaltender Connor Hellebuyck, two of the three best
Connors in the NHL, who kept them in this game on their own and gave
them a chance to win it—one of them with two goals that staggered the
Canadiens and the other with incredible save after incredible save,
including one on a Brendan Gallagher penalty shot.
But the Canadiens are built on depth, and they leaned on it for what
might be considered the most crucial win of their season to date—one
that keeps them above the Flames and in pursuit of the Jets, Edmonton
Oilers and Toronto Maple Leafs in the standings.
Ducharme made several key adjustments to get the team-game back in
order. He pulled Victor Mete and plugged Xavier Ouellet onto his third
defence pairing with Alexander Romanov. He broke apart his best duo to
reunite Jeff Petry with Brett Kulak, who played outstanding as a pair in
those bubble playoffs, and he had Joel Edmundson partner up with Shea
Weber to handle some of the heavy minutes against those lethal Jets
forwards.
The coach also had Josh Anderson and Jonathan Drouin play with
Jesperi Kotkaniemi and put Nick Suzuki between Brendan Gallagher and
Tyler Toffoli. He pulled Artturi Lehkonen out and played Jake Evans in
his spot on the wing. And he put in motion some set faceoff plays as one
of the final of several tactical changes he’s wanted to institute since
taking over for Claude Julien close to three weeks ago.
And the Canadiens went out and played the way they’re supposed to.
Not perfectly, but very much to their identity—as a hard-working, fastskating, in-your-face team. One that supports the puck and the play all
over the ice.
“The communication wasn’t there, the support wasn’t there and those are
the things that, when we do that, we have success,” said Anderson less
than 24 hours after Saturday’s loss. “I can guarantee you (Monday)
everyone’s going to be flying out there and ready to go because we have
to.”
Anderson lit the match, diving on a loose puck to give Drouin and
Kotkaniemi the play they connected on to give the Canadiens the allimportant early 1-0 lead. He then stoked the fire with his first power-play
goal of the season, making it 2-0 in the sixth minute of the second period.
Brendan Gallagher poured the gasoline on to force Neal Pionk into a
turnover that Tyler Toffoli took advantage of to score his 16th goal of the
season and give the Canadiens a 3-1 lead. And Toffoli added his 17th
with an empty-netter to seal the deal with 48 seconds remaining.
*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time.

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 16, 2021
In between and all throughout, Carey Price played like the Carey Price
we’ve seen for most of the 699 other games he’s started in the NHL—
calm and in control, with 34 saves to show for his efforts.

The Vancouver Canucks are playing without their gifted centre, an elite
play driver who is not only his team’s best offensive creator but one of
the top forwards in the National Hockey League.

“About Carey,” said Anderson, “He stood in there all night for us. He
played absolutely amazing, and what a milestone for him tonight to get
that win.”

Already without scoring depth beyond their best four or five players, the
Canucks aren’t going to be -- can’t be -- the same team without
Pettersson, who is home with an undisclosed injury while Vancouver
plays four road games this week in the Ottawa-Montreal corridor. No
team would be the same.

Price, Anderson, Drouin, Kotkaniemi, Gallagher, Toffoli and Ducharme
played the leading roles, but the whole cast was worthy of a curtain call.
“I liked what we did collectively,” said Ducharme, “starting with our
goaltender, to the defencemen, to the forwards.”
Ouellet and Romanov played under 14 minutes, but they were steady
and assertive. Kulak played over 20 and unquestionably had his best
game of the year.
Montreal’s fourth line played effectively, while its third line—centred by
Phillip Danault fighting through an injury—controlled 50 per cent of the
shot attempts at 5-on-5 despite starting 66 per cent of its shifts outside of
the offensive zone.
“(Danault) was really solid,” said Ducharme. “He was skating well, he
was hard on pucks. That’s where he’s got his best game is when he
moves like this and he’s making those little and hard plays. And he gets
the puck out, he gets the puck more often in the offensive side…”

But playing dull hockey to cope with injuries to Pettersson and others is
different than playing listless or even careless hockey.
The Canucks on Monday again used goalie Thatcher Demko as a getout-of-jail-free card, managing to beat the Ottawa Senators 3-2 in
overtime despite getting outshot 46-28 by the only team behind
Vancouver in the Canadian division standings.
It wasn’t just that the Canucks blew a 2-0 lead, surrendering the tying
goal to Colin White with 2:10 remaining in regulation before winning it on
J.T. Miller’s breakaway deke at 1:40 of OT. It was how poorly they played
with the lead, how many times they turned over the puck or made a soft
play on it, how often they failed to get it out of their zone to relieve
pressure.

31 Thoughts: The Podcast

It was how much they shoved onto the shoulders of their first-year
starter, as Demko made 44 saves in a game the Senators should have
won by a couple of goals.

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what
they think about it.

There was a degree of karma to the victory, as the Canucks won only
twice during a nine-game stretch in February when they were the better
team the majority of the time.

Suzuki, who scored 12 points in his first 12 games of the season before
scoring just five over his next 15, had an assist on Anderson’s goal. He
got throttled against the Flames Saturday and pushed around by the Jets
Monday, and he pushed back.

But with the Senators playing for the second time in two nights, and the
Canucks generally well-rested and well-practised, and coming off a gritty
2-1 home win Saturday against the Edmonton Oilers, a lot better urgency
and execution was expected from Vancouver on Monday.

“It’s awesome to see,” said Drouin of the 21-year-old. “Maybe he’s
fighting the puck a little bit or he’s not playing his best hockey, but he’s
working hard. He’s fighting through it. I thought today he played a great
game…you can see the confidence coming back a little bit. It’s normal
when you’re a young guy—when things aren’t going well, you’re trying to
force it, but it’s not really the play. But I thought tonight he just worked
hard.

“Well, I'm happy we won the game,” Canuck coach Travis Green said. “I
didn't think we skated very well, didn't think we passed it very well, and
our goalie gave us the game.

“He’s a good player, so teams are going to target him a little bit. They
know he’s one of our good players, but again, he answered back and
he’s fighting.”
The Canadiens had to answer back and fight after a bad loss to the
Flames. They had to recapture their identity and play to it.
Anderson believed they’d do it. So did Gallagher.
“I have a lot of confidence in this group, I have a lot of confidence in the
players we have to get the job done,” he said on Sunday. “And I think
what gives me that confidence is we have a lot of guys that, when we go
through tough times, respond the right way.”
That’s what the Canadiens did in this game, and what they have to do in
another key matchup with the Jets Wednesday before returning to
Montreal for back-to-back games against the Vancouver Canucks to
close the week.
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.16.2021
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks, lacking urgency, steal win on back of Thatcher
Demko

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetMarch 16, 2021, 12:11 AM

We get it. Elias Pettersson is injured.

“In general, we've played pretty well for the last 17, 18 games. We've
probably had three games that we didn't like (but) we also had some
games that we really liked and played a helluva game and didn't get the
results we wanted. It's nice to get a win when we probably didn't play our
best.”
They weren’t anywhere near their best.
The Canucks led 2-0 after a first period in which they were outshot 18-9.
Former Senator Jayce Hawryluk jammed a rebound under goalie Joey
Daccord at 10:14, and Tanner Pearson doubled the lead at 18:49 when
he zipped a shot into the top corner after White blindly passed the puck
from the end boards straight to the Canuck in the slot.
It was Pearson’s first goal in 14 games.
“Probably imagined one (going in) off my rear end or something -- just a
cheeky one, literally,” Pearson said. “They put a lot of pucks in the middle
there; they were going D to D right through the middle. So I figured I'd
just hang out around there and luckily it came to me.”
Up 2-0 on the road against a last-place team, the Canucks didn’t exactly
evoke memories of Jacques Lemaire over the final 40 minutes.
They were careless, like when Brandon Sutter and Miller had giveaways
trying to pass cross-ice under pressure in their own zone. They weren’t
hard enough on the puck, like when Pearson was skating out of the zone
hoping that Nate Schmidt’s rim-around would make it past Ottawa
defenceman Artem Zub, which it didn’t before the Senators got their first
goal. Or when captain Bo Horvat tried to dangle it through Zub in the
neutral zone, but lost it and took a penalty.
“You don't want to give up freebies, no matter if you're up or down,” Miller
said. “That should never change no matter what the score is. We have an
identity as a team and taking care of the puck is a big part of that.
Especially when you're ahead, you’ve got to make them go 200 feet if
they're going earn it.
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“We gave them a little too much tonight, and we know that. Obviously,
we're in a position where we need two points, so we'll take that and move
forward. We'll learn from our mistakes, and we just need to be better the
next time we play. We've been good at responding whenever we haven't
brought our best.”
Remaining Time -0:53
Canucks' Pearson capitalizes on bad giveaway by Senators' White
Miller responded Monday by dunking on Daccord in overtime, taking
Quinn Hughes’ pass as the Senators tried to change and blowing past an
exhausted Brady Tkachuk at the Ottawa blue line.
The Canucks visit the Senators again Wednesday before playing backto-back against the Canadiens starting Friday in Montreal.
“When we were up to 2-0... I don't think our team was sitting there
thinking we played well,” Green said. “We looked sluggish, tired. We had
passes that were bouncing off our sticks, passes that we should have
made that we didn't make. The best part of our game was probably in the
third period in the first 10 to 11 minutes. We just didn't (play) well enough
throughout the whole game. But we did find a way to win it.”
That, at least, is a huge improvement over a month ago.
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.16.2021
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player, then I have to take that into consideration as well. There are
different moves that might have to be made within the moves, as far as
calling up a player and feeling comfortable that we have a player readymade in our organization to step in.
“We’re dealing with a lot of teams this year that are in LTIR. That’s been
something that has been a little bit different than in year’s past. There’s a
great number of teams, because of the cap situation, that are in different
circumstances in how they have to treat deals. Money in, money out, you
hear that a lot in different conversations that you have. As far as the
frequency and the volume and the players, I think a little bit of a
difference also is there are no wildcards this year, it’s the top four in each
division. I think that has come into conversations maybe a little bit more
in some people’s minds, whereas you had those fights before at No. 5
and No. 6, now it’s just the top four. Other than that, I think you just try to
approach things as normal. I think that’s what other managers are doing
as well. So if you have an opportunity to make that kind of a trade where
it’s cap-neutral or something like that, those are things that are being
discussed as well. Like any trade deadline, there’s always that supply
and demand type of equation that comes into play.”
Remaining Time -1:49
Covid protocols won't stop Jets GM Cheveldayoff from making more
trades
Another consideration for Cheveldayoff and other GMs in the buyer
category is how the moves could impact the 2021 Seattle Kraken
Expansion Draft.

Sportsnet.ca / Jets' Cheveldayoff open to taking another swing if price
and fit are right

Depending on your vantage point, it could change the way certain teams
approach whether they go after a player with term or prefer to pursue a
rental.

ken-wiebe headshotKen Wiebe@WiebesWorldMarch 15, 2021, 3:51 PM

The Jets already have a number of pending unrestricted free agents like
Paul Stastny, Adam Lowry and Derek Forbort on the roster they’d like to
extend, were there not other ramifications to consider.

WINNIPEG — Don’t expect the current quarantine rule to prevent Kevin
Cheveldayoff from taking another swing, as long as the player fits and
the price is right.
With his team coming off an impressive 3-1-1 road trip that included a 5-2
victory over the Toronto Maple Leafs to pull within four points of first
place in the North Division with three games in hand, the general
manager of the Winnipeg Jets remains open to making a move prior to
the NHL trade deadline.
But he won’t be forced into making one and he’s not about to confirm or
deny any of the targets whose names have recently been linked to the
Jets, including Mattias Ekholm of the Nashville Predators, David Savard
of the Columbus Blue Jackets or even Travis Hamonic of the Vancouver
Canucks.
Keeping his cards close to the chest is the standard disposition for
Cheveldayoff and has been since he took the top job with the Jets back
in 2011.
Known around the NHL for being more on the conservative or risk-averse
side of things, Cheveldayoff hasn’t been afraid to make an important
addition when opportunity knocks.

That won’t mean those deals won’t get done, it simply adds another layer
to the due diligence process — plus what a team would be willing to
move out when it comes to asset management.
“The trade aspect of things is certainly something you have to consider if
it comes to that point. If it's a rental, then obviously it doesn't come in as
much. If it's a player on a multiyear deal, then potentially it does,” said
Cheveldayoff. “Certainly it might determine how much of an asset you
want to give to acquire a player if it puts you in those situations. But as
far as the UFAs, we're hopeful that we can continue to do business as
usual, whether it's in a pandemic or not. I think the hard part is the flat
cap moving forward. That makes it very uncertain how to allocate the
different resources. So as far as that goes, we'll try to make it as
‘business as usual’ as possible.”
The other popular topic circulating was that those quarantine restrictions
might prompt general managers to look closely at making a pre-emptive
strike to get a jump on the rest of those in the market.
That’s always a possibility, but the team selling often asks for teams to
pay a premium in that scenario.
It’s a high-stakes staring contest and the line between holding out to get
a better deal and missing out on the player a team covets is a fine one.

The Jets already swung one blockbuster deal this season, acquiring
centre Pierre-Luc Dubois from the Blue Jackets for Patrik Laine and Jack
Roslovic.

Remaining Time -1:41

That’s prompted plenty of speculation there could be a sequel coming
this spring.

“The deal has to feel right from a fit perspective. But then the deal also
has to feel right from an acquisition cost perspective,” said Cheveldayoff.
“You weigh all those things and take them into consideration. Certainly,
lots of things change on your individual team on a game by game basis
and your needs also do change on a game by game basis.

What we know for sure is that the current climate — and the 14-day
quarantine that would accompany it — won’t be an impediment, even if
it’s obviously not optimal.
“You make a deal to make a deal and you live with the restrictions
surrounding it. We’re in that type of environment that, obviously, we know
there are different protocols,” said Cheveldayoff, who spoke for more
than 23 minutes Monday. “It would be an easier transition if the rules do
change, but I don’t know that that’s going to affect my decision on making
a deal. Having said that, if I’m taking a player off of my roster to acquire a

Cheveldayoff loves seeing Ehlers grow into player he scouted many
years ago

“When you’re dealing in a cap world where, certainly in our situation,
once we spend it, it’s gone. You have to make sure that you’re trying to
take everything into consideration. The quarantine is something that we
just have to deal with. If you can find that deal that you like and it fits,
then I think you just do it whenever.”
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As the Jets prepared to hit the midway point Monday night against the
Montreal Canadiens, Cheveldayoff was asked what the biggest lesson
he’d learned about his group so far this season.
“That’s an interesting question,” said Cheveldayoff. “When you’re talking
(about the) first half of the season, you’re generally talking 41 games.
And we’re doing this at 27, 28 games type of thing. I think there’s still a
lot to learn about our group. I think this shortened season, there’s still
that learning aspect that I think our team is going through. You see the
different games we’ve kind of played over the course of the year.
“You know there’s a lot of growth that can still take place in your group. I
think that’s exciting for me. We played essentially a month without Patrik
Laine or Pierre-Luc Dubois. You add up those number of games that
were missed because of Patrik’s injury and then Pierre-Luc’s quarantine
and subsequent injury, I think the team is still learning a lot about itself.”
Remaining Time -1:18

“I think we’re always going to be active to the extent it makes sense,”
said Cheveldayoff. “If we can find something that fits on both sides, we’re
certainly looking at it. Game by game the needs change. So we’re always
going to be looking to try to see if there’s a way of improvement.
Sometimes the improvements are internal. Whether it’s a young player
getting an opportunity to play with the Moose right now coming in and
getting an opportunity to play with us and see what that does, those are
things that are certainly in our minds.
“We’ve got some good young prospects that have shown, I think, that
there are some things that they can add to our group. I like this group. I
think that they’ve worked hard. I think they’ve shown a lot of different
resilience throughout this pandemic. Certainly coming together as a team
when you’re trying to stay six feet apart is a difficult challenge. But this
group is a good group, they have a lot of fun playing the game, and if
there’s an opportunity to make this group better, I’m certainly going to
take a look at it.”

Why Jets are really just scratching the surface with Pierre-Luc Dubois

That’s exactly what Cheveldayoff should be doing and if the price is right,
you can absolutely expect him to pull the trigger.

After getting through the 14-day quarantine and a lower-body injury he
suffered just two games into his arrival with his team, Dubois looks like a
guy who is starting to feel more comfortable.

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.16.2021

Among his three goals and six points in 11 games since the move was
made, Dubois has two overtime winners and appears to be finding some
chemistry with linemates Kyle Connor and Nikolaj Ehlers, who leads the
Jets with 14 goals.
“I think it’s getting better and better,” said Dubois. “System-wise,
linemates and stuff like that, I was once told by a coach that the more
you play with guys, the more you find their tendencies, whether it’s a
defenceman and maybe some guys like reversing the puck more and
some guys like skating it more, stuff like that.
“This year because of COVID definitely made it harder. I not only had to
adjust to a new team, new teammates, linemates, everything, but also
not playing for two weeks, then not playing for a week. I felt like the first
couple of games I played, I had to get my legs back and then I felt like
everybody’s at Game 20 of the season and I was at Game 4 or 5.
Everybody took a step up in their pace and I was still chasing that pace. I
feel like I can still improve a lot on a lot of things.
“I’m not necessarily happy with where my game’s at right now. But like I
said before, it’s something that happens day by day, just practising,
playing, being around the guys, watching film, stuff like that. That’s the
only way to learn it.”
Remaining Time -1:32
Why Jets' Dubois is still not happy with where his game is at
Cheveldayoff expects that with Dubois settling in, he’ll soon reach
another level.
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs trade deadline preview: Best targets and
trade bait

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxMarch 15, 2021, 1:08 PM

Current cap space: $60,602
Projected deadline space: $130,527
Pending free agents:
UFAs:
• Frederik Andersen, 31, $5 million
• Zach Hyman, 28, $2.25 million
• Wayne Simmonds, 32, $1.5 million
• Alex Galchenyuk, 27, $1.05 million
• Zach Bogosian, 30, $1 million
• Alexander Barabanov, 26, $925,000
• Jimmy Vesey, 27, $900,000

“We're really just scratching the surface with Pierre-Luc,” said
Cheveldayoff. “And I think the three-week timeframe was difficult for him
to deal with. But I really like how things are coming together with the
options Paul (Maurice) has. Anyone in our top-six, you can probably mix
and match now, and like a lot about those lines. Having two centremen
that play the way that (Mark Scheifele) and Pierre-Luc play just gives us
so much more from an options standpoint. And seeing Paul (Stastny)
slide to the wing and adjust playing in that regard, it really gives us an
opportunity that on any given night if something's not working or
whatever, Paul (Maurice) can switch things up and try to make a real big
impact. So excited to have Pierre-Luc in our lineup and I think it's just
going to get better and better.”

• Jason Spezza, 37, $700,000

Just over a year ago, Cheveldayoff told a group of travelling reporters in
Denver that he felt it was essential to reward his core group that
managed to embrace the mantra of staying in the fight after enduring a
number of challenges — from the career-threatening injury to Bryan Little
to the unexpected departure of Dustin Byfuglien and the subsequent
overhaul of the defence corps — by making moves to bolster the Jets
chances.

• Nic Petan, 25, $775,000

Which naturally begs the question, does he feel the same way this
season as it battles for first place in a compressed season where the
path to the conference final appears to be a bit more wide open?

• Joe Thornton, 41, $700,000
• Travis Boyd, 27, $700,000
Remaining Time -3:40
Despite score line, Senators dominated for long stretches of game vs.
Maple Leafs
RFAs:
• Travis Dermott, 24, $874,125

• Denis Malgin, 24, $700,000
• Joseph Woll, 22, $800,000
Draft picks
2021: 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th, 6th
2022: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th
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Needs
You don’t invite Amazon Prime Video cameras to follow your team for a
season-long docuseries titled All or Nothing if you’re not pushing to win a
championship. If there isn’t the belief that you have a core that is
capable.
General manager Kyle Dubas has never shied from shaking up or
improving the pieces around his nucleus of offensive explosiveness. And
although some might view the return of a healthy Wayne Simmonds and
Jack Campbell as enough to get the Maple Leafs back on track, Dubas
should account for more injuries and do his best to patch up the weak
spots.
We see two significant areas of need: a top-nine forward (either a top-six
winger or a true third-line centre) and another battle-tested defenceman,
preferably one that excels on the penalty kill.
Remaining Time -3:53
NHL distributes memo to players on COVID-19 vaccine
Toronto’s top six operates better with Zach Hyman causing turnovers and
charging on the forecheck, but the third line is weakened whenever he’s
promoted.
Seeking a 3C like Buffalo’s Eric Staal or Columbus’s Nick Foligno is one
route. Another is renting a winger like Buffalo’s Taylor Hall, New Jersey’s
Kyle Palmieri, Anaheim’s Rickard Rakell, or Nashville’s Mikael Granlund
or Erik Haula.
On the back end, Nashville’s cap-friendly Mattias Ekholm is the crown
jewel of the trade-bait board — but his suitors will be plentiful. Smart
depth options include Columbus’s David Savard, Buffalo’s Brandon
Montour or Colin Miller, and Detroit’s Marc Staal.
Savard and Staal are the fearless, shot-blocking, penalty-killing types
Toronto could use. The Leafs’ PK has sunk to 21st overall (75.6 per
cent).
Any deal Dubas makes will require some creative cap management and,
like, some salary retention by the rebuilding team or a third party. And
inducting any U.S.-located players will require a lengthy quarantine, so
Dubas will be incentivized to improve his roster in advance of the April 12
deadline.
Potential Assets to Move
Alexander Kerfoot: Kerfoot falls into the same middle-class, middle-six
category as off-season trade-aways Andreas Johnsson and Kasperi
Kapanen. He is a useful player with a palatable contract. That makes him
movable. Kerfoot, 26, is versatile enough to play centre or wing, plus
pitch in on special teams. He brings a mix of speed and grease that
allows him to complement high-end skill players, and his stock is higher
now than it was a year ago. Clearing his $3.5-million contract (through
2023) would give Dubas room to stickhandle.
Rodion Amirov: To get value, you must give value. If Dubas was willing to
trade his 2020 first-round pick prior to the selection, why not after? The
talented Amirov has nine goals in the KHL as a teenager and could be a
player. His stock is high now, but by the time he’s ready to contribute to
the Maple Leafs, their window may have shrunk.
Home of the Leafs
Stream 38 Toronto Maple Leafs games this season with Sportsnet NOW.
Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE!
CHOOSE PLAN
Rasmus Sandin or Timothy Liljegren: It would take quite an impact player
in return to deal away one of the Leafs’ top defence prospects —
especially after trading Mikko Lehtonen in early March — but these are
the types of bold moves that should be on the table. Could Sandin help
the Leafs’ chances in a seven-game series this spring as much as, say,
Ekholm or Mississauga native Vince Dunn?
Draft picks: The Maple Leafs already spent their 2021 third- and seventhround picks but could definitely consider surrendering their first- or
second-round choice. Dubas has never been shy about shedding a

(presumably late) first-round pick to help the present. He did it in 2019
(Muzzin) and 2020 (to shed Patrick Marleau’s salary). Why not 2021?
Seattle Expansion Considerations
As a rule, Dubas prefers trading for players with a little term remaining on
their current contract. Hence the deadline acquisitions of Jake Muzzin
(2019) and Campbell (2020), both of whom had a season-and-a-half left
on their deals with L.A. and would therefore be available for two playoff
runs with the Leafs. That extra term is also what makes Nashville’s Filip
Forsberg and Ekholm (both UFA in 2022) so attractive.
The catch this season is that bringing in a high-end talent with term also
means either (a) protecting that player in the expansion draft or (b) risk
losing him after a short rental.
Toronto already has four core forwards (John Tavares, Auston Matthews,
Mitch Marner, William Nylander) and four core defencemen (Morgan
Rielly, T.J. Brodie, Justin Holl and Muzzin) it would rather shield from
Ron Francis.
Unless Dubas elects to go the blockbuster route, this might be the year to
simply rent and release.
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.16.2021
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Weekend Takeaways: Crosby, Penguins can't stop
winning

Ryan Dixon@dixononsportsMarch 15, 2021, 11:02 AM

Despite their long-standing place near the top of the NHL landscape, it’s
probably a bit too severe to stick the Pittsburgh Penguins with the
“greybeards” tag. After all, the face of the franchise is still sometimes
referred to as “Sid the Kid,” a nickname that continues to kind of work for
Sidney Crosby at age 33.
The fitting facial hair analogy for the Pens might be that they’re a now a
salt-and-pepper club, one that is benefiting from a sprinkle of new
contributors who are nicely complimenting the famous core.
Pittsburgh downed the Buffalo Sabres 3-0 on Saturday night in a game
that was 1-0 until Crosby and Mark Jankowski deposited empty-netters to
seal the deal. The result marked the Penguins’ fifth straight victory as
they continue the no-nonsense business of trying to secure a playoff spot
in the NHL’s Group of Death, otherwise known as the (MassMutual) East
Division. The Penguins are third in the East by both points and points
percentage, thanks largely to the fact Pittsburgh is now 12-4-0 in its past
16 outings.
Those games actually account for the entire time Brian Burke and Ron
Hextall — both hired on Feb. 9, the former as president of hockey
operations, the latter as general manager — have been in charge of the
club. Obviously they haven’t had time to mark up the squad with their
fingerprints, but their predecessor left them a little present that’s starting
to pay off.
In his last off-season with the Penguins, former GM Jim Rutherford —
whose surprise decision to step away from the club paved the way for
Burke and Hextall to come aboard — obtained Kasperi Kapanen from the
Toronto Maple Leafs in a deal that left most people lauding the Leafs for
landing a first-round pick in the swap. Immigration issues complicated by
COVID-19 delayed Kapanen’s Penguins debut and he was forced to
miss the team’s initial three games out of the gate. He registered assists
in his first two contests, though, and has really been proving his worth of
late, going 5-6-11 in his past 11 while skating to the right of Evgeni
Malkin.
Speaking of Malkin, he drew the primary assist on Jake Guentzel’s
game-winner against the Sabres and the guy who can become a UFA in
2022 and always seems to see his name in summertime trade rumours is
presently riding a seven-game point streak. Crosby — who endured a
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short stint on the league’s COVID protocol list last week — is doing his
point-per-game thing; Kris Letang is among the league leaders in terms
of scoring by defencemen over the past month and Guentzel is tied with
Crosby for the team lead at 10 goals. Bryan Rust, who plays beside
those two guys, has nine.

All of the Tampa Bay Lighting, who finally got to raise their 2020 Stanley
Cup banner in front of more than 3,000 fans on Saturday at Amalie
Arena.

Though goalies Tristan Jarry and Casey DeSmith are not actually new to
the team, they are thriving in enhanced roles. Jarry entered the season
as the unquestioned No. 1 after the departure of Matt Murray. He
struggled for about three weeks out of the gate, but has put together a 93-0 record on the strength of a .921 save percentage since Feb . 14.
DeSmith — who whitewashed Buffalo this weekend — did not play a
single game for the Pens last season after appearing in nearly half of
Pittsburgh’s contests in 2018-19. He’s been very strong recently for the
Penguins, who have the sixth-best five-on-five save percentage in the
league during the past four weeks.

• The Flames, 2-0-0 under new/old coach Darryl Sutter, re-enter the
Battle of Alberta with two critical games versus the Edmonton Oilers on
Monday and Wednesday.

The win over Buffalo, by the way, was Pittsburgh second straight defeat
of the lowly Sabres. However, those games represent Pittsburgh’s only
two meetings with the East’s hopeless cellar-dwellers this season and
the Penguins have yet to face the second-worst team in the group, the
New Jersey Devils. They’ll see them three times in the coming weeks
during a stretch that has Pittsburgh in Steeltown for seven of nine
outings.
None of this is proof the Penguins will win just their second playoff series
since taking the 2017 Stanley Cup. But Pittsburgh’s new management
crew has to be encouraged by what this late-in-the-day team has shown
them thus far.
Other Takeaways
• Making up ground up ground on the East-leading Islanders is a tall task
for Pittsburgh and the rest of the top teams in that group. The Long
Island gang won their ninth straight contest on Sunday, defeating New
Jersey 3-2 in a shootout-determined outcome that was far from your
standard victory. First, defenceman Noah Dobson was pulled from the
pre-game warmup and eventually put on the COVID protocol list, where
he joined Jean-Gabriel Pageau after both players skated in Saturday’s 32 win over Jersey.
Sebastian Aho quickly replaced Dobson and registered an assist on the
opening goal of the game. The Devils thought they won the contest in OT
before P.K. Subban’s potential winner was called back after an off-side
review. Cue rookie Oliver Wahlstrom, who registered the deciding blow in
the shootout.
• Also streaking; Dougie Hamilton and the powerhouse Carolina
Hurricanes. The UFA-to-be defenceman scored a short-handed goal
during his club’s 2-1 victory over the Detroit Red Wings on Sunday.
Hamilton has two tallies and 10 points during an eight-game run, the
longest active streak in the league. The Canes, by the way, have won all
eight of those outings.
• Man, did things get interesting at the top and bottom of the “Canadian”
division in a hurry. The Jets’ 5-2 win in Toronto on Saturday —
Winnipeg’s second victory in three tries this week in Southern Ontario —
preceded the Leafs’ 4-3 setback 24 hours later in Ottawa, while fifthplace Calgary beat fourth-place Montreal for the second consecutive
game on Saturday night. On Monday morning one week ago, the top five
teams by points percentage in the North were Toronto (.731), Winnipeg
(.646), Montreal (.609), Edmonton (.577) and Calgary (.481). Today it
goes Toronto and Winnipeg tied at the top (.667), Edmonton (.600),
Montreal (.574) and Calgary (.518).
The entire group is starting to look like Bo Horvat’s goal versus the Oilers
on Saturday night.
• It was great to see Artemi Panarin back in action on Saturday versus
the Boston Bruins after the Russian — who’s been an outspoken critic of
his home country’s authoritarian government — took a personal leave
from the club three weeks ago. The absence was prompted by a report
— widely believed to be politically motivated — in a Russian tabloid that
accused Panarin of abusing an 18-year-old Latvian woman nearly a
decade ago when the former was in the KHL. The 2020 Hart Trophy
finalist drew a primary assist in a 4-0 win that halted New York’s threegame losing skid.
Weekend Warrior(s)

The Week Ahead

• The Penguins and Bruins will play a big boy back-to-back when they
face off Monday and Tuesday in Pittsburgh. The B’s are presently
holding down the final playoff spot in the East.
• The Islanders try to make it 10 in a row in Washington against the
East’s second-place club on Tuesday.
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.16.2021
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TSN.CA / Three questions facing the rebuilding Senators

By Travis Yost

Where does the rebuild go from here? It’s the most pressing question
facing the Ottawa Senators.
Temporary realignment due to the coronavirus outbreak has put the
Senators in a difficult position this season. The Atlantic Division was topheavy, offering a sampling of elite teams and minnows alike. The North
isn’t nearly as strong at the top, but it has an ample number of average or
slightly above-average teams. That means Ottawa has been a sizable
underdog in almost every game this season.
It’s the inverse of what their Ontario rival in Toronto is dealing with this
season. The Maple Leafs have established themselves as the prohibitive
favourite to emerge from the North, but there are still genuine concerns
about how they will match up against some of the league’s elite teams.
And much like the Maple Leafs won’t be tested against old Atlantic foes
like the Boston Bruins and Tampa Bay Lightning, the Senators don’t have
an opportunity to establish their game against other rebuilding or
transitional teams like the Buffalo Sabres and Detroit Red Wings.
But one thing seems increasingly clear: The Senators do not appear to
be close to competing for a playoff berth, running behind their selfestablished timeline.
Shifting a rebuilding timeline isn’t the worst outcome. Sometimes slowing
down and being realistic about player development and broader
organizational talent can be a net win. Decisions and player moves made
out of frustration with rebuilds and timelines tend to end ugly – we have a
laundry list of examples to point to on that front over the past 20 years.
That said, it’s important for Ottawa to understand what’s not working right
now. The team is 10-20-1, and that’s with three wins against Toronto.
From my perspective, there are three notes of concern for Ottawa as
they head towards the off-season.
1. What is the plan in net?
Ottawa tried to answer this question last off-season, bringing in 26-yearold Matt Murray on a four-year, $25 million-dollar contract – one with a
limited no-trade clause that kicks in next season. The Murray signing was
always going to be a bit of a gamble, with the Senators betting that
Murray’s ugly final year in Pittsburgh was an outlier and that buying low
on a goaltender with upside would pay off.
One problem: Murray is following up last season’s career lows (which
were already sub-replacement level) with new career lows in Ottawa.
Some of this is indisputably tied to raw and immature defensive structure
up front, but Murray has built a small film room of mistakes in a matter of
22 games. And there hasn’t been anything to smile at behind Murray –
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Marcus Hogberg (85.9 per cent stop rate) has been abysmal, and Joey
Daccord (89.7 per cent stop rate) is still quite young.

contracts or acquiring talented players made available from cap-strapped
teams.

As a group, they are 31st in the league by a considerable margin:

The question, ultimately, is if they have the cash flexibility to achieve that.

The amount of daylight between Ottawa and teams with truly dreadful
goaltending – the tandems in San Jose and Detroit have struggled for
years now – is staggering. And again, some of this (especially the team
save percentage numbers) is just as much a reflection of poor defensive
play as it is substandard goaltending.
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Goaltenders have made ample mistakes in Ottawa’s net this year. On the
other hand, there is a staggering amount of shooting volume coming from
dangerous scoring areas – and in Ottawa’s case, the low slot specifically:
2. Are the kids alright?
That brings me to my second point. Ottawa is struggling as a team
because most players on the team are struggling.
The veteran players occupying roster spots (or, even worse, brought in
for stability purposes on short-range contracts) have largely been
anchors on the team’s overall performance. But at some point,
performance-based scrutiny will follow the younger players as well. It’s a
young man’s NHL, and although development isn’t linear, you want to
see guys sustaining some degree of success at this level.
Some of this rebuild has already paid off. Forward Brady Tkachuk is a
bona fide top-six forward and one of the game’s best at attacking in the
interior at the age of 21. Defenceman Thomas Chabot, 24, has shown
more than enough over his four years in the league to be considered topfour calibre on the blueline. But most of the rest is still up in the air.
Let’s look at how each player’s on-ice contributions have stacked up this
year, but let’s also control for some of the woeful goaltending that has
been behind them this season.
In this case, we will look at actual goals scored per 60 minutes as a
group against expected goals scored against per 60 minutes. And in this
case, we’ll also cap to the core group – age 26 or under as of this
season:
That’s a sea of red, but I think a couple of examples – defenceman Artem
Zub (via KHL St. Petersburg) and forward Nick Paul – are important,
because it shows that not every player is struggling, and not every
player’s woeful numbers can be chalked up to merely the teammates
around him. Zub has been exceptional in a second-pairing role, and Paul
has evolved into a reliable middle-six forward with a polished defensive
game.
A lot of these players are simply going to need more time. Tim Stutzle
has 17 points in 28 games as a 19-year-old rookie, an early indication
that there’s a lot of upside to his offensive game already. But it is critical
for Ottawa to figure out, and relatively quickly, which of their transitional
prospects still have upside to lean into and which ones are hitting a wall.
One of the quickest ways to enhance (and in some cases, accelerate) a
rebuild is by understanding your prospect pool better than every other
organization.
Every team in the league loves trading for 22-year-old players with
upside. But the gap between a Griffin Reinhart trade and, say, a Filip
Forsberg trade is significant. And merely waiting for all prospects to
develop, knowing that some of these guys just won’t get there, is
rebuilding poison.
3. Can this small-market team weaponize cap space?
It’s a small but significant item for teams with ample space right now in
light of commissioner Gary Bettman’s recent remarks.
With no salary cap relief through growth, the teams tight against the cap
– of which there are many – are going to have to be increasingly flexible
in order to preserve their contention window. Some of those teams are
going to naturally regress towards the middle of the pack of the standings
anyway, and there will be ample player displacement.
The Senators have $18 million in real cap space right now, and have
very few players signed through next season. If the appetite to spend any
money on improving the roster is there, Ottawa is as well-positioned as
anyone to take advantage – be it by buying up draft picks for dead

