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What happened as the Hurricanes’ 8-game win streak ends in loss to Red Wings  

By Chip Alexander  

There are no good ways for a team to have a long winning 
streak come to an end. 

There are bad ways, however. 

The Carolina Hurricanes had their eight-game win streak 
snapped Tuesday by the Detroit Red Wings, who outplayed 
the Canes in a 4-2 victory at Little Caesars Arena. 

“I thought we played pretty well but they played a good 
game, they played hard,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “That’s it. We move on. It certainly wasn’t from a lack of 
effort.” 

It was Carolina’s first loss in March and the first since a 3-1 
defeat at Tampa Bay on Feb. 25. 

The Canes (20-7-1) had too many penalties. They allowed 
two power-play goals. Their goalie, James Reimer, was 
shaky much of the game. He twice lost his stick, gave up too 
many rebounds and was outplayed by the Wings’ Jonathan 
Bernier. 

The Canes had 37 shots as defenseman Dougie Hamilton 
finished with 11, a career high, while also extending his point 
streak to nine games. But Bernier made the big stops and 
the Wings helped him by blocking another 14.  

The Wings took the 3-2 lead in the second on a rush into the 
Canes zone as Dylan Larkin carried the puck up ice, dropped 
off a pass to Robby Fabbri for the score at 12:28. Filip 
Hronek had an empty-netter in the final seconds of regulation 
after Reimer was pulled for an extra attacker. 

The Canes have often found ways to win games this season 
when they have not been at their best. They weren’t at their 
best Tuesday — and they couldn’t find a way to win against 
the Wings. 

“We’ve been winning and sometimes you can get a little too 
satisfied and think things are getting a little easier,” Canes 
forward Nino Niederreiter said. “But things actually get 
harder and harder. The more you win, the more other teams 
want to beat us.” 

Niederreiter had the first goal of the game, his 13th of the 
season, scoring on a power play for the Canes early in the 
first period. Sebastian Aho then scored his 11th early in the 
second for Carolina to tie the score 2-2. 

But the Red Wings (9-17-4) always had a response. Adam 
Erne scored twice on the power play in the first, taking 
advantage of Reimer without a stick to score the second. 
Both came off rebounds. 

“We didn’t win the special teams war,” Brind’Amour said. 
“We gave up those two early. It’s hard to come back when 

you give up two on the penalty kill. Our power play got one 
but it wasn’t that good.  

“We didn’t execute it and that’s the game right there. Five on 
five I thought we were fine. We didn’t give up a heck of a lot.” 

In the second, the Wings scrambled to keep the Canes from 
scoring shorthanded and take the lead. Bernier smothered 
the puck among a pile of bodies in the crease. 

The Canes pressured Bernier in the third, forcing him into 
some tough stops. On the Canes’ end, forward Brock 
McGinn blocked a shot with Reimer well out of position to 
keep it a 3-2 game. 

The Canes again played without injured center Vincent 
Trocheck, who missed his third game. Forward Warren 
Foegele left the game with an upper-body injury and 
Brind’Amour did not have an update on his condition after 
the game. 

Hamilton, who assisted on the Aho goal, has the longest 
active point streak in the league. He tied Ulf Samuelsson 
(1987-88) for the second-longest point streak in franchise 
history by a defenseman — Mark Howe had an 11-game 
point streak in 1979-80. 

The Canes next have another scheduling quirk: four straight 
games against the Columbus Blue Jackets. The first two will 
be at PNC Arena, where they go at it Thursday. 

Injury report 

Brind’Amour was asked Tuesday if center Trocheck could be 
ruled “day to day” or “week to week.” Trocheck missed his 
third game Tuesday with an upper-body injury while rookie 
center Morgan Geekie played in a third straight game.  

“I think when we get back (to Raleigh) we’ll have a clearer 
understanding of what’s going on,” Brind’Amour said of 
Trocheck’s injury status. 

Goalie Petr Mrazek (thumb surgery) will miss his 23rd game 
and forward Teuvo Teravainen (concussion) his fifth straight. 
Teravainen has been out 12 of the past 13 games. 

Of note 

The Canes on Tuesday recalled defenseman Joey Keane 
and goaltender Beck Warm to the team’s taxi squad from the 
Chicago Wolves of the American Hockey League. 
Defenseman Joakim Ryan and goaltender Antoine Bibeau 
were reassigned to Chicago. 

Keane, 21, has eight assists in 13 AHL games with the 
Wolves this season. Warm, 21, has posted a 5-1-0 record 
with a 2.02 goals-against average, a .944 save percentage 
and one shutout in six AHL games with Chicago.
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Could an Eric Staal-Hurricanes reunion really happen? Rod Brind’Amour: ‘Everybody 
would want to have that guy around’ 

By Sara Civian 

The Hurricanes looked like they were going to be relatively 
dormant ahead of this year’s April 12 NHL trade deadline. 
Two recent developments have me raising my eyebrows and 
wondering if that won’t be the case: 

1. The salary cap: It started with the unloading of Ryan 
Dzingel’s $3.375 million cap hit a month back. Dzingel wasn’t 
working out in Carolina, and the Canes were able to get 
Cedric Paquette ($1.65 million cap hit) in return, creating 
some space under the cap. Then this past weekend, they 
waived Jake Gardiner. The Canes did this so they can 
assign him (and his $4.025 million cap hit) to the taxi squad 
on days he would have been scratched (they have a surplus 
of defensemen), and a source told The Athletic they did it for 
the sole purpose of saving cap space. It’s not the kind of 
move that will have them drowning in Benjamins, and it only 
makes sense to put someone who has been in and out of the 
lineup on the taxi squad, but still. They’re creating cap space 
— for what? 

(If they place any of their injured players with bigger salaries 
— Petr Mrazek, Vincent Trocheck or Teuvo Teravainen — 
on long-term injured reserve, that only increases the space, 
although LTIR cap space doesn’t accrue and if the player 
returns during the regular season, the space would be gone.) 

2. Vincent Trocheck’s upper-body injury: Head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour told the media last week that Trocheck’s injury 
will keep him out of the lineup “longer than hoped.” I asked 
Brind’Amour to clarify if that meant a matter of weeks or 
months and he said, “I don’t know yet. I just know he’s not 
coming on this trip, so you can rule out a couple of games, 
for sure.” Speculating on injuries is always a dangerous 
game, but my sense is the Hurricanes are preparing to miss 
Trocheck for at least a few weeks if not longer. 

These developments happen to forge a neat little path into 
something Pierre LeBrun suggested last week that took 
Canes Twitter by storm. 

Should the Hurricanes try to get Eric Staal, former Cane of 
12 seasons, back to Raleigh for a playoff push? 

It isn’t imminent, and it probably isn’t all that likely, but 
LeBrun is saying there’s a chance: 

“The Hurricanes have brought up Staal’s name internally and 
discussed the possibility of bringing him back,” LeBrun wrote. 
“I wouldn’t describe it as a top-of-the-agenda item for the 
contending Canes, who honestly don’t need a thing in my 
mind. Their lineup is loaded. But I know the Carolina brass 
recently discussed the merits of picking up the phone closer 
to the April 12 deadline if Staal was still on the Buffalo roster 
and seeing what it would take in a softer deal to get the 
pending UFA. You can imagine Jordan Staal would love the 
idea. And I mean, who wouldn’t?” 

As a reporter, you normally stay away from asking coaches 
about trade rumors — especially when they still sort of feel 
like pipe dreams — but this is Brind’Amour potentially 
reuniting with 2006 Hurricanes Stanley Cup teammate Eric 
Staal we’re talking about, 15 years later to try and do it 
again. Oh, and Eric’s brother, Jordan, just happens to be the 
captain of the red-hot 2021 team. I was curious how 
Brind’Amour would feel about a reunion, even if he wasn’t 
going to give anything away. So I asked. 

“That’s a question that’s probably further up the chain than 
me, but I think we know he’s an awesome person,” he said. 
“I haven’t watched his game much this year, so I don’t really 
know where he’s fitting in, but we’ll have to address some 
things, I’m sure, at some point, potentially. But I like our team 
right now. I don’t know why we would be looking at too much. 
But everybody would want to have that guy around.” 

Brind’Amour and Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell 
often mention not wanting to change too much, and uh, the 
Canes are on an eight-game winning streak, riding a league-
best .759 points percentage and have a 20-6-1 record — 
without their starting goalie and leading goal scorer. Why 
would they be looking to change too much? 

Are we letting the chance of a fairytale ending cloud our 
judgment here, or would Staal to the Canes actually make 
sense? 

The Canes have done just fine without their top goal scorer, 
Trocheck, in the two games he has missed so far. That’s a 
testament to their depth. But what’s the harm in adding a 
proven veteran center at a $3.25 million cap with an expiring 
contract, just in case? It boils down to three big things: 

1. When will Trocheck be back? 

The most important part of the equation is also the most 
fluid, and it’s clearly the main reason the Canes would want 
to wait until April 12 to see if Staal is still available. If 
Trocheck will out for only a few more games, or weeks, you 
have to ask yourself what assets you’re willing to part with to 
get more center depth. But, again, it looks like Trocheck’s 
return timetable could be longer. 

2. What would the Canes need to give up? 

I’m not sure if Wayne Gretzky at his prime could help the 
Buffalo Sabres at this point, and they just racked up their 
*checks notes* 11th consecutive loss Monday night. But the 
Canes are going to need to give them something. Staal 
obviously isn’t in his prime at 36, but he’s still a little better 
than his three goals and 10 points in 27 games on a grossly 
underperforming Sabres team would suggest, and he’s 
playing pretty well, all things considered (*gestures toward 
the gigantic dumpster fire up north*). 

I’m assuming the ask would look something like a Hurricanes 
depth player with a few more years of term or perhaps one of 
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the prospects tearing it up in Chicago. I will not claim to 
understand where the Sabres are trying to go with their 
franchise, but I do know they aren’t just going to throw Staal 
at the Canes, especially when a few other teams have 
reportedly expressed interest. 

3. Where would Staal fit in? 

I think we’re all in understanding that he’s not going to waltz 
in and be that guy he was for this team in the dark days, and 
that’s kind of the whole point. Until Trocheck returns, I’d see 
him slotting nicely into the third- or fourth-line center role, 
replacing Jordan Martinook or Morgan Geekie, depending on 

the night. Martinook will never complain about his place in 
the lineup, but he’s best on the wing. 

When Trocheck comes back, it’d be a lot of fun to see Staal 
play with the younger guys like Geekie and Steven Lorentz. 
Maybe go full Hallmark and put him on Jordan’s wing 
occasionally. 

OK, so maybe this isn’t the most necessary trade in the 
history of the NHL. But maybe the people (and Staal) 
deserve a happy ending in 2021, and maybe — just maybe 
— the Canes need a center and have the cap room to go get 
one.

 

 

 

Hurricanes’ winning streak ends with 4-2 loss in Detroit 

Carolina split two games with the Red Wings 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Hurricanes’ winning streak ended at eight games with a 
4-2 loss to the Red Wings on Tuesday in Detroit. Nino 
Niederreiter and Sebastian Aho scored for Carolina, but 
Adam Erne’s had two first-period power play goals and 
Robby Fabbri scored the game-winner just past the game’s 
midway point. 

Three Thoughts 

1. A 4-2 loss to the bottom-feeding Red Wings might seem 
like the perfect opportunity to talk about a wake-up call for a 
team that got a little too big for its britches during an eight-
game winning streak. 

The numbers don’t support that hypothesis. 

Carolina dominated even-strength possession throughout the 
night, posting nearly identical numbers in the three periods 
while finishing with a 63.77% Corsi For share, though the 
Red Wings were credited with a 6-5 edge in high-danger 
chances for the game. 

“We had our looks 5-on-5,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I 
thought we were fine. We didn’t give up a heck of a lot.” 

Particularly good was the line of Niederreiter, Aho and Martin 
Necas. The trio had the bulk of Carolina’s best chances and 
scored the team’s lone even-strength goal when a bobbing-
and-weaving Necas skittered through the Detroit zone and 
found Aho for a one-timer that tied the game 1:50 into the 
middle frame. 

“I just feel like we’re kind of similar players so maybe we 
think the game a little bit similar,” Necas said of his brewing 
chemistry with Aho. “And of course that helps. We didn’t play 
that many games so far together, but we’re getting there.” 

2. And then there’s the special teams. The Hurricanes did 
manage to convert on the power play when Niederreiter 
tapped in a nice feed from Jesper Fast to open the scoring 
just 2:21 into the game, keeping up their 30% pace with a 1-
for-3 effort and making it 13 goals with the man advantage in 
the last nine games. 

The penalty kill, however, wasn’t as successful, allowing 
goals on each of Detroit’s first two opportunities — Erne’s 
fourth and fifth goals of the year — on a night when the 
Hurricanes took six penalties. 

“We didn’t win the special teams war,” Brind’Amour said. 
“We gave up those two early — that’s hard to come back 
from when you give up two on the penalty kill. Our power 
play, we got one but it wasn’t that good. We had other 
opportunities and didn’t really execute correctly, and that’s 
the game right there.” 

3. As if the Hurricanes weren’t thin enough at forward, 
Warren Foegele left the game early in the second period 
after a hit from Detroit’s Filip Zadina. Carolina is already 
without Teuvo Teravainen and Vincent Trocheck, and losing 
Foegele would mean the Hurricanes would have to dip even 
deeper into their system. 

Brind’Amour said he didn’t have an update on Foegele and 
that the winger took himself out of the game. 

If Foegele misses any time, Carolina will need to find another 
forward for its lineup. Both Sheldon Rempal and Drew Shore 
played with Carolina coming out of the team’s COVID-19 
pause, but neither was particularly noticeable — Rempal had 
three shots on goal in as many games; Shore had one shot 
and a minor penalty in his one game — in their brief stints. 

If this happened a couple weeks ago, the Hurricanes could 
have given Seth Jarvis a short-term look. But last year’s first-
round pick is back with Portland of the WHL awaiting the 
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start of the Winterhawks’ season after a dominating nine-
game stint with the AHL’s Chicago Wolves that saw him 
score seven goals and total 11 points. 

David Cotton is also a possibility and could be a more 
palatable rookie since he’s already 23 with an NHL frame. 

Number To Know 

11 — Shots on goal for Dougie Hamilton, a new career-high. 
His previous high was nine on Feb. 26, 2019, in Carolina’s 6-
1 win over the Kings, and he had eight three other times in 
his career, including last month’s 5-3 home win over 
Chicago. 

They Said It 

“I don’t think we were under pressure. I think it’s way worse if 
you’re on a losing streak. Then you’re under pressure, you 
need to win.” 

— Hurricanes forward Martin Necas on if Carolina’s eight-
game winning streak, which was snapped in the loss, 
brought on any added pressure. 

Plus 

Martin Necas, Hurricanes forward — The 22-year-old 
continues to emerge as a game-breaking threat, and his 
assist on Carolina’s second goal was a thing of beauty. 

Necas started in the Carolina end and accelerated through 
the neutral zone, dashing into the Red Wings end. He then 
cut left, leaving Detroit captain Dylan Larkin spinning in his 
wake, pulled up and zipped a pass to Aho at the far faceoff 
circle for a one-timer that beat Jonathan Bernier (35 saves) 
to tie the game early in the middle frame. 

Necas now has nine points in his last eight games, seven of 
which have come at even strength.  He played 19:34 on 
Tuesday, the fourth time this season he’s eclipsed 19 
minutes and the first time since Feb. 2. His 0.8 points per 
game (20 points in 25 games) this season is behind only 
Philadelphia’s Joel Farabee (0.96 points per game) and 
Vancouver’s Elias Pettersson (0.81) among forwards 22 and 
under. Teammate Andrei Svechnikov is at 0.79 points per 
game after being held off the score sheet Tuesday. 

Minus 

James Reimer, Hurricanes goalie — It was a rough outing for 
Reimer, who seemed to be fighting the puck all night long. 
Reimer (24 saves) had actually put together a decent March 
after a dreadful February that saw him post an .892 save 
percentage and 3.30 goals-against average despite a 6-3-0 
record. But Tuesday felt like a step back and further raises 
questions about who will be Carolina’s second goalie 
whenever Petr Mrazek is ready to return.
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Recap: Canes' Winning Streak Ends in Detroit 

4-2 loss halts Canes' quest to match franchise best 

By Michael Smith 

DETROIT - The Carolina Hurricanes had their eight-game 
winning streak snapped in 4-2 loss to the Detroit Red Wings 
on Tuesday night. 

"It could have gone either way. I thought we played pretty 
well, and they played a really good game. They played us 
hard," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "They capitalized, 
and that's it. We move on. It certainly wasn't a lack of effort." 

The Difference 

How often in the Canes' eight-game winning streak was 
special teams the difference in the game? Four times the 
Canes scored multiple goals on the man advantage, once 
going 3-for-3 and twice going 2-for-3, and the penalty kill was 
24-for-27 (88.9%). Those are statistics that win games. 

The difference tonight? Detroit won the special teams battle, 
and they won it early. 

Adam Erne tallied twice on the power play for the Red Wings 
in the first period, which gave them a 2-1 lead heading into 
the intermission. 

"We didn't win the special teams war. We gave up those two 
early. That's hard to come back from," Brind'Amour said. 
"Our power play got one but it wasn't that good. We had 
other opportunities but didn't really execute correctly. That's 
the game right there. We had our looks. 5-on-5, I thought we 
were fine. We didn't give up a heck of a lot, but you can't give 
up two on the penalty kill and win very many games in this 
league." 

The difference as defined by the box score was Robby 
Fabbri's sixth goal of the season, which put the Red Wings 
up 3-2 with seven-and-a-half minutes left to play in the 
second period, but it was the Wings' power play that 
kickstarted their game. 

As Brind'Amour mentioned, the Canes did pot one on the 
power play, and it came just 2:21 into the game. 

The Canes worked the puck off the far boards to Jake Bean 
at the point. He walked to the middle of the ice and fed 
Jesper Fast down low at the right circle. Fast then centered 
the puck to Nino Niederreiter for the easy tap-in. 

"We had a good start, but at the end of the day, it wasn't 
good enough," Niederreiter said. "We just made some bad 
decisions and didn't place the puck where we wanted to. 
That backfired on us." 

The goal was Niederreiter's 13th of the season, tying him for 
the team lead. 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: Martin Necas  

It's so much fun watching Martin Necas play hockey. His 
speed is electric, his stickhandling is dazzling and his 
playmaking ability is tantalizing. All three were on display in a 
scoring sequence he helped create in the second period. 

Necas revved up his motor through the neutral zone and 
eluded three Red Wings defenders at the blue line. He then 
dangled past a fourth - Dylan Larkin, no less - into open ice, 
where he threaded a pass through a sea of sticks over to 
Sebastian Aho for the bar-down one-timer. 

A highlight reel play from start to Finnish. 

Minus: Winning streak snapped 

Of course this is the minus, right? The Canes were confident 
and rolling, seemingly destined to at least match their 
franchise-best winning streak of nine games. But, this is the 
National Hockey League, and even a team buried in the 
standings can hang with any given team on any given night. 

Detroit has won nine games, and five of them have come 
against Florida, Carolina and Tampa Bay, the three top 
teams in the Central Division and three of best in the entire 
league. It happens! 

"It's the best league in the world. You can't win every game," 
Necas said. "It was a close game today. We've got to learn 
from it." 

"They're at the bottom of the standings, but they're still hard 
to beat," Niederreiter said. "They work very hard and 
compete. They play simple hockey." 

Stats Pack 

44.8: Since Feb. 27, when the now-defunct winning streak 
began, the Canes are 13-for-29 (44.8%) on the power play, 
which ranks first in the NHL. 

9: Dougie Hamilton notched the secondary assist on Aho's 
goal in the second period, which extends his point streak to 
nine games (2g, 9a). Hamilton's point streak is the longest by 
any Canes player and the longest by all NHL defensemen 
this season. 

11: Hamilton recorded a career high 11 shots on goal, which 
accounted for 29.7% of the Canes' total shot output for the 
game. 

Save of the Game? 

Brock McGinn: one tough hockey player and maybe the 
Canes' new EBUG. 
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Quote of the Night 

"We've got to be dialed in every game and every second on 
the ice. … We've got to be just a little bit better. You can't win 
every game, but today especially, special teams made a big 
difference. We've got to be better in that." - Martin Necas 

Up Next 

The Canes open a four-game series against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets with two at home beginning on Thursday. 

 

 

Red Wings stop Hurricanes winning streak at eight 

Hronek's three points help Detroit gain split of two-game set 

By Dave Hogg 

DETROIT -- Adam Erne scored two power-play goals in the 
first period, and the Detroit Red Wings ended the Carolina 
Hurricanes' eight-game winning streak with a 4-2 victory at 
Little Caesars Arena on Tuesday. 

"I think we feel really good about the way we are playing 
right now," Erne said. "We've found a way to play that's a 
balance between taking too many chances and being too 
cautious. When we do that, we're a pretty good team." 

The win came five days after a 6-4 victory over the Tampa 
Bay Lightning. Detroit got five points (2-1-1) in it past four 
games, playing two each against the Lightning and 
Hurricanes. 

"Obviously, you are going to be happy with five out of eight 
points against two of the best teams in the League," Red 
Wings coach Jeff Blashill said. "That's a good step forward 
for us as a hockey team." 

Filip Hronek had a goal and two assists, and Jonathan 
Bernier made 34 saves for Detroit (9-17-4), which lost 2-1 on 
Sunday to open the two-game set here. 

Nino Niederreiter and Sebastian Aho scored, and James 
Reimer made 24 saves for Carolina (20-7-1). 

"We didn't win at special teams," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "It's hard to give up two goals on the 
penalty kill and win games in this league." 

Carolina hadn't lost since Feb. 25, 3-1 at Tampa Bay. 

"I don't think we were under any pressure," Hurricanes 
forward Martin Necas said. "It's way worse when you are on 
a losing streak." 

Bernier is 8-6-0 this season. 

"He has been amazing for us," Erne said. "He's super solid 
every game and he gives us a chance to win." 

Niederreiter gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 2:21 of the 
first, tapping in Jesper Fast's pass for a power-play goal. 

"We had a good start, but that's not good enough," 
Niederreiter said. "Sometimes you get a little too satisfied. 
The more you win, the more teams want to beat you, and 
they outworked us tonight." 

The Red Wings took a 2-1 lead on Erne's goals at 3:35 and 
12:11. Hronek got an assist on each. 

Detroit has scored seven power-play goals in its past eight 
games after not scoring one for 14 games. 

"I think we're really clicking right now," Erne said. "The 
communication is good, so we know what we want to do, and 
we've got a lot of skilled guys out there." 

Aho tied it 2-2 with a one-timer over Bernier's glove at 1:50 
of the second period. Dougie Hamilton assisted on the goal, 
extending his point streak to an NHL career-high nine games 
(two goals, nine assists). The defenseman also had an NHL 
career-high 11 shots on goal. 

Robby Fabbri gave the Red Wings a 3-2 lead at 12:28 after 
Dylan Larkin finished an end-to-end rush with a drop pass 
onto Fabbri's stick. 

Hronek scored from behind his own goal line with 26 
seconds left for the 4-2 final. The defenseman leads the Red 
Wings with 18 points (one goal, 17 assists) in 30 games. 

"He's been good offensively all season, especially on the 
power play, so we weren't worried about him not having a 
goal," Blashill said. "But I'm sure he's glad to finally get one." 

Carolina forward Warren Foegele left the game in the second 
period with an upper-body injury. 

"He pulled himself out of the game, so I don't know what 
happened yet," Brind'Amour said.
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Red Wings beat Hurricanes 4-2, ending their 8-game streak 

By Larry Lage 

DETROIT (AP) — Nino Niederreiter and the Carolina 
Hurricanes were rolling along before they stumbled in an 
unlikely place. 

Carolina lost for the first time this month when Adam Erne 
scored twice to lead the Detroit Red Wings to a 4-2 victory 
on Tuesday night, snapping the Hurricanes’ eight-game win 
streak. 

“We let them outwork us,” Niederreiter said. 

Jonathan Bernier made 35 saves and Robby Fabbri snapped 
a tie midway through the second period, sending rebuilding 
Detroit to just its ninth win in 30 games. 

“This was one of our best games of the season,” coach Jeff 
Blashill said. 

The Hurricanes entered the game only one point shy of the 
NHL leaders. 

“Sometimes you get a little too satisfied,” Niederreiter said. 
“The more you win, the more teams want to beat us.” 

Erne’s two goals in the first period lifted the Red Wings to a 
2-1 lead. Fabbri broke a tie after he was set up by Dylan 
Larkin’s drop pass with 7:32 left in the second. In the final 
minute, Filip Hronek sealed the rare victory with an empty-
net goal. 

Niederreiter gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead with his 13th 
goal 2:21 into the first, and Sebastian Aho tied it at 2 early in 
the second. Carolina’s James Reimer made 24 saves. 

The Hurricanes beat last-place Detroit 2-1 on Sunday night 
and moved into the Central Division lead ahead of Tampa 
Bay and Florida. The Hurricanes went into Tuesday’s game 
in second place, a point behind the surprising Panthers and 
a point ahead of the defending champion Lightning in the 
division. 

The East Division-leading New York Islanders, who shared 
the NHL lead in points with Tampa Bay entering play 
Tuesday, had a league-high, nine-game winning streak 
snapped at Washington shortly before Detroit ended 
Carolina’s run. 

Detroit had won only one of its previous six games, but it 
competed very well with one of the league’s best teams. 

The Red Wings outshot the Hurricanes 15-7 in the first 
period and scored on two of three power plays. 

Carolina had a power play in the opening minute and took 
advantage on Niederreiter’s tap-in goal from the top of the 
crease. 

The Red Wings made the most of their own power-play 
opportunity early in the opening period, with Erne scoring off 
a rebound created by Filip Zadina’s one-man rush and shot. 

Erne scored his fifth goal on another power play midway 
through the first. He converted a one-timer from the slot 
while Reimer was without his stick. 

“The power play is really clicking right now,” Erne said. “I 
think the communication is good and we know what we want 
to do. We’ve got a lot of skilled players out there and we’ve 
gotten it rolling.” 

Aho’s one-timer from the right circle off Martin Necas’ pass 
from the left circle made it 2-all 1:50 into the second. 

The Hurricanes pulled Reimer with 2:01 to go and Hronek 
scored into the empty net with 26 seconds left for his first 
goal since Jan. 14, 2020. 

“We’re a pretty good team when we have all our guys 
healthy,” Blashill said. 

INJURY REPORT 

Detroit’s Bobby Ryan was scratched with an upper-body 
injury, missing a game for the first time since the opener 
against Carolina two months ago. Ryan, who turns 34 on 
Thursday, has six goals and 13 points in 28 games and is 
potentially a trade target for a contending team. 

Hurricanes forward Warren Foegele was limited to 4:54 of 
ice time to an injury. 

“He pulled himself,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I don’t 
know what the status is on that.” 

TREND WATCH 

Carolina fell to 0-3 when trailing after two periods while 
Detroit improved to 9-0-1 when entering the third with the 
lead. 

Hurricanes defenseman Dougie Hamilton had an assist, 
giving him at least a point in nine straight games for the 
NHL’s longest active streak. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host Columbus on Thursday night. 

Red Wings: Host Dallas on Thursday night.
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NHL Power Rankings: Identifying every team's top trade deadline priority 

The trade deadline is less than a month away and it's time to 
start getting affairs in order 

By Pete Blackburn  

The NHL trade deadline is now less than a month away, and 
this is about the time when the market starts moving. We 
often see teams try to get a head start on their mid-season 
roster adjustments, whether it's out of desperation or 
because they find value on a certain player.  

That being said, this year's trade deadline brings some 
unique complications to the table. Not only does the 
condensed season provide some challenges when it comes 
toward evaluating a team's standing, but the mandated 14-
day quarantine for players traveling across the border may 
discourage American teams from dealing with Canadian 
teams (and vice versa).  

Still, there will be buyers and there will be sellers ... and 
there will be teams struggling to decide which classification 
to attach to themselves. With that in mind, this week's edition 
of Power Rankings will take a look at the state of every NHL 
team and identify a specific priority for that club in relation to 
the deadline. For some, it will be addressing an area of 
weakness before they gear up for the playoffs. For others, 
the emphasis will be on trading a specific player or seeking a 
specific return.  

For everyone, the deadline offers the opportunity to reflect on 
the present while building for the future.  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  Lightning  

Not much. The Lightning already 
have one of the deepest and 
most talented teams in the 
league. They also have almost 
no money to play with. Their big 
acquisition down the stretch will 
be Nikita Kucherov coming off 
LTIR for the playoffs.  

--  
20-
6-2  

2  
Golden 
Knights  

Depth scoring. They likely can't 
be as aggressive at the deadline 
as they have been in years past 
because they don't have much 
wiggle room on the cap. That 
being said, they should look at 
smaller deals with the goal of 
adding a bit of goal scoring to 
their bottom-six.  

--  
19-
6-1  

3  Hurricanes  

Some veteran muscle. Normally 
this is the time that we recognize 
the Hurricanes' talent, but say 

1  
20-
7-1  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

their goaltending could be a 
problem. But the goaltending 
has been surprisingly solid this 
year, even with injury to Petr 
Mrazek. Instead, the Canes 
should look to add some 
heaviness to their game in 
anticipation of what could be a 
deep playoff run.  

4  Islanders  

Scoring. The Islanders remain a 
defensive juggernaut and an 
average offensive team, so they 
could help their chances of 
making a serious run if they go 
out and add a little bit of offense. 
They could use some scoring on 
the wing in a top- or middle-six 
role, as well as a depth 
centerman.  

3  
19-
7-4  

5  
Maple 
Leafs  

Goaltending security. The Leafs 
could stand to add a top-four 
defenseman and/or some 
forward depth, but making a 
strong play for goaltending help 
could be a game-changer down 
the stretch. The Leafs rank in the 
bottom half of the league in team 
save percentage (.909) and, as 
we know, consistent play 
between the pipes is crucial 
during the postseason. This 
team is desperate to get over the 
hump, but is Freddie Andersen 
the guy you trust to get them 
there?  

2  
19-
9-2  

6  Panthers  

Blue line reinforcement. The 
Panthers have had one heck of 
a turnaround this year and one 
of the biggest reasons for that 
success is their improved 
defensive play. They're doing a 
much better job limiting scoring 
chances (and getting saves) this 
year, so they should invest in 
making sure that they've got the 
necessary depth to keep the 
back end in good shape down 
the stretch.  

1  
19-
5-4  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

7  Capitals  

Goaltending security. The Caps 
have pulled it together and look 
pretty solid across the board at 
this point, but there should be a 
little bit of unease with their 
goalie situation. They've got two 
young goaltenders and neither 
has emerged as the clear No. 1, 
so don't rule out the possibility of 
them going out and getting a 
veteran goalie to add some 
security between the pipes.  

3  
19-
6-4  

8  Avalanche  

Backup goaltender. Goaltending 
helped bite the Avs in the 
playoffs last year so they'd be 
wise to take precautions in that 
department this time around, 
especially with Pavel Francouz 
not playing yet this season due 
to injury. Philipp Grubauer has 
been strong, but bringing in 
another netminder would provide 
Colorado with an insurance 
policy and allow an overworked 
Grubauer to get some rest down 
the stretch.  

--  
17-
8-2  

9  Wild  

A finisher. Goaltending will likely 
be a major factor in how well 
Minnesota performs down the 
stretch, but they could help 
themselves out by picking up 
some more scoring before the 
deadline. This is a good team 
that plays very strong 
defensively but they can suffer 
from a lack of offensive 
firepower. Adding an established 
scorer to the top of their lineup 
would be a welcome addition.  

2  
18-
8-1  

10 Bruins  

Secondary scoring. Boston 
basically lives and dies with its 
first line and that's going to be a 
problem against good teams 
down the stretch. If an opposing 
team can neutralize the Bruins' 
top offensive unit, Boston isn't 
going to score much. They 
desperately need to add another 
top-six winger that can 
consistently put the puck in the 
net.  

4  
15-
8-4  

11 Jets  

Defensive help. I'm sure the Jets 
are glad they don't need to seek 
out a top-six centerman again at 

2  
17-
9-2  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

this deadline but they do still 
have needs. The top priority is 
improving the blue line, as the 
Jets continue to allow too many 
scoring chances in their own 
end. They give up more 5v5 
high-danger chances per 60 
than any other team in the 
league -- a flaw that is often 
bailed out by strong goaltending.  

12 Oilers  

Secondary scoring. It's no secret 
that the Oilers rely HEAVILY on 
the contributions of a few players 
(namely Connor McDavid and 
Leon Draisaitl, of course) and 
they're rarely successful when 
those guys don't produce. 
Edmonton needs to bring in 
reinforcements on the offensive 
end.  

--  
18-
13-0 

13 Penguins  

Help on the wing. It's hard to 
know what Pittsburgh's approach 
will be considering the recent 
front office transition, but it 
seems like the lineup could use 
a bit of an injection, especially 
with Jason Zucker out long term.  

4  
18-
10-1 

14 Flyers  

Properly evaluate the market. 
The Flyers have been 
inconsistent this year and their 
biggest flaws (defense and 
goaltending) will probably be 
tough to correct at the deadline. 
That being said, they've still got 
a strong shot at making the 
playoffs and if they can make 
upgrades, they should absolutely 
consider doing so. They'd be 
wise to honestly evaluate their 
standing and stick to low-risk 
deals.  

1  
14-
9-3  

15 Blues  

Flexibility. The Blues are an 
interesting team to keep an eye 
on because they could go in any 
number of directions. There 
have been rumors surrounding a 
possible Vince Dunn trade, but I 
think more than anything St. 
Louis will want to remain flexible. 
They've remained competitive 
despite being hit hard by injuries 
and they've got some contracts 
expiring after this season, so 
keeping phone lines open for 

1  
14-
9-5  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

short- and long-term moves will 
be key.  

16 Canadiens  

Utilize draft capital to help this 
year. Montreal started off the 
season looking like a legitimate 
contender and things have since 
gone sideways, but they should 
still be looking to push for a 
playoff spot in that North 
division. They own 14 draft picks 
in the 2021 draft, so they should 
be looking to tap into that 
stockpile to bring in help for this 
year and beyond.  

--  
13-
8-7  

17 Blackhawks 

Don't be duped. The 
Blackhawks' success this year 
has been pretty stunning and 
Stan Bowman may be tempted 
to make a big splash with his 
eyes on the playoffs, but I don't 
think anyone truly believes this 
team is a legitimate contender. 
The focus should be kept on 
rebuilding the roster and slowly 
working toward sustainability. If 
they find a deal that helps that 
cause, go for it...but they 
shouldn't be renting.  

2  
14-
11-5 

18 Flames  

Trade Dave Rittich. Sam Bennett 
has probably been the most-
discussed piece of trade bait in 
Calgary but Rittich seems like 
more of a no-brainer. He's in the 
final year of his contract, other 
teams need goaltending help, 
the Flames are on the outside of 
the playoff picture and they've 
got a long-term goalie locked up. 
Get what you can for Rittich.  

3  
14-
12-3 

19 Rangers  

Figure out where Buchnevic fits 
in. Pavel Buchnevic has put the 
Rangers in a precarious position. 
He's been one of their best 
forwards this season, but is 
heading toward RFA and a 
significant pay raise. The 
Rangers must decide if/where he 
fits into their future plans 
because his trade value may 
never be higher than it is right 
now.  

--  
11-
12-4 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

20 Coyotes  

Acquire draft capital. The 
Coyotes aren't contending this 
year and it feels like this team 
could be headed toward a semi-
rebuild. They should be looking 
to stockpile future assets, be it 
picks or prospects, wherever 
possible. They should be 
especially interested in draft 
capital considering their first pick 
in last year's draft came in the 
No. 111 slot and they ultimately 
renounced the rights to that 
prospect.  

--  
12-
13-4 

21 Stars  

Establish positioning. Last 
season the Stars made it all the 
way to the Stanley Cup Final, 
and this year they could easily 
be sellers at the deadline. 
They've got a high ceiling but 
continue to search for 
consistency. They could go out 
and add some much-needed 
offense to help push for the 
playoffs, or they could start 
unloading pieces to build with a 
longer-term vision. Their play 
over these next few weeks 
leading up to the deadline 
should be huge in determining 
whether buying or selling is the 
right play.  

1  
9-9-
7  

22 Kings  

Explore long-term plays. The 
Kings may be tempted to push 
for a playoff spot given their 
positioning in the West division 
but they should keep their eyes 
on the future because they're not 
going to be a serious contender 
this year. That being said, if they 
can be aggressive and make a 
big splash that helps them 
improve now while also adding a 
piece to the rebuild, that's a win-
win.  

4  
11-
10-6 

23 Canucks  

Sell what you can. The Canucks 
are kind of a mess this year, 
especially on the back end, so if 
you can move some expiring 
contracts (Alex Edler, Jordie 
Benn, Travis Hamonic, Tanner 
Pearson, Brandon Sutter) and 
pick up some additional assets, 
it's something they should 
consider. That being said, Jim 

--  
14-
16-2 
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Benning might be trying to save 
his job, so there's a chance they 
stand pat.  

24 Sharks  

Pick up prospects. The Sharks 
are once again struggling this 
season and the need for a 
rebuild is obvious. They've got 
some expiring assets that could 
be moved (Devan Dubnyk, 
Patrick Marleau, Matt Nieto, 
Marcus Sorensen) and they 
should be looking to pick up 
prospects and/or picks in 
exchange for those pieces.  

2  
11-
12-3 

25 Devils  

Trade Kyle Palmieri. The Devils 
were big sellers last season and 
they could (and should) once 
again find themselves in that 
position this year. Their biggest 
piece is Palmieri, who is a 
pending UFA on an affordable 
contract. I thought they should 
have dealt him last season in 
order to maximize his value, but 
they need to unload him this 
time around.  

--  
9-
13-4 

26 
Blue 
Jackets  

Trade Elvis Merzlikins. The Blue 
Jackets desperately need to 
rebuild their roster/system, 
especially on the front end. They 
could help themselves do that by 
trading Merzlikins now. He's still 
young (26) and has a year-and-
a-half of control, so he could 
bring back some decent value 
while also shedding some salary 
for Columbus.  

2  
11-
12-7 

27 Predators  

Sell hard. It's probably safe to 
say the Predators' window is 
closed but the good news is that 
they still have a number of 
pieces that would be very 
attractive to other teams -- 
including Mattia Ekholm, Mikael 
Granlund, Victor Arvidsson, and 

--  
12-
16-1 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

even Filip Forsberg. Almost no 
one should be untouchable as 
the Preds transition to a new 
era.  

28 Ducks  

Win the deadline. Arguably no 
team is as poised to "win" the 
deadline as sellers than the 
Ducks. They are fully in a 
rebuilding phase and can offer 
up a few pretty attractive pieces 
with control (Rickard Rakell and 
Josh Manson), so they should 
be cashing in.  

--  
8-
16-6 

29 Red Wings  

Acquire a first-round pick. As 
one of the league's worst teams 
and a clear rebuilder, Detroit will 
be selling. And while they don't 
have too many super attractive 
pieces to sell, they are sitting on 
five draft picks in the 2nd and 
3rd rounds this year. They 
should be looking to package 
those in a deal in order to get 
another pick in the first round.  

2  
9-
17-4 

30 Senators  

Move expiring deals. The 
Senators have eight pending 
UFA guys on the roster and 
they'll be looking to shed some 
of them in order to continue the 
rebuild. Not only will they be able 
to acquire some picks/prospects, 
but they'll also be able to open 
up additional playing time for the 
young guys already in the 
organization.  

--  
10-
20-2 

31 Sabres  

Begin the teardown. A lot of 
attention is going to be paid to 
what the Sabres do at the 
deadline because it will likely 
begin the process of a massive 
teardown in Buffalo. I don't 
expect Jack Eichel to be dealt, 
but almost everyone else is on 
the table.  

2  
6-
18-4 
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Hurricanes fall short against Wings, streak ends at eight 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost to the Detroit Red Wings 4-2 
Tuesday night at Little Caesars Arena to see their win streak 
end at eight games. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Canes’ hunt for divine number nine came to an end in 
Detroit as Carolina fell to the Red Wings 4-2 Tuesday night 
to end their winning streak at eight. 

The effort just wasn’t there as for all intents and purposes it 
was a one-line game for Carolina. The team only saw 
extended pressure and chances come from the top line of 
Sebastian Aho, Nino Niederreiter and Martin Necas and 
Dougie Hamilton, who put up a career high 11 shots on goal. 

The game also was a tale of two netminders as Jonathan 
Bernier played a great and solid game for Detroit while 
James Reimer did not look comfortable in a single save he 
made, or I should say didn’t make. 

The game was also different from the last in terms of 
penalties; nine were called tonight with six going against the 
Hurricanes.  

The officials also decided to get them going early as the first 
came within the game’s first minute. 

And it looked promising as the NHL’s top power play gladly 
accepted the early call.  

While the first unit didn’t get the job done, the second unit 
only needed one rush in. Jake Bean found Jesper Fast on 
the left side and the Swedish forward deftly slid it to a 
crashing Niederreiter, who only had to extend his blade out a 
little to tip home the feed. 

However, a little over a minute after that goal, Detroit was 
awarded a power play of its own and it was Adam Erne who 
easily knocked home a juicy rebound that Reimer directed 
right through the slot. 

And the Red Wings got the game’s next power play as well 
and it was Erne scoring again, this time five-hole through 
Reimer who had lost his stick earlier in the kill. 

The Canes started off looking really good with their 
power=play goal, but rather quickly they fell off a cliff. 

There was some magic that happened between two of 
Carolina’s most talented forwards early in the second that 
seemed to gave the team back a little hope though. 

It was again the top line and all starting with Necas — who is 
quickly building up his reputation as one of the league’s best 
skaters.  

Necas started from the neutral zone and cut and dangled his 
way past a few Detroit players, pulled up and laced a pass 
cross-ice to an awaiting Sebastain Aho who had the one-
timer primed and ready, ringing the puck off the crossbar and 
in. 

It was just an astounding play all around. as Necas’ skating 
and puck handling was insane, the pass was slick and the 
shot was just perfect.  

But not all good things are meant to be appreciated as 
Reimer was again beaten by a seemingly stoppable shot. 
This time by Robby Fabbri and it was the game sealing goal. 

Don’t get me wrong, the play by Dylan Larkin going coast-to-
coast was a great play, but Fabbri’s shot was stoppable. 

Reimer just seemed off all game, being shaky on stops, 
having trouble tracking the puck and giving up really bad 
rebounds. It makes for a more compelling case to give Alex 
Nedlejkovic more opportunities for consecutive starts and not 
keeping the every other game rotation.  

The Canes will get a chance to get Nedeljkovic back in again 
though as they get back at it Thursday night for a four-game 
series against the Columbus Blue Jackets at PNC Arena.
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Niederreiter, Necas on streak-snapping loss 

Rod Brind’Amour, Nino Niederreiter and Martin Necas spoke 
to the media after the Hurricanes saw their eight-game 
winning streak come to an end. 

By Andrew Schnittker and Ryan Henkel 

The Hurricanes weren’t terrible but weren’t quite good 
enough as their eight-game winning streak came to an end 
with a 4-2 loss in Detroit Tuesday night.  

Rod Brind’Amour, Martin Necas and Nino Niederreiter spoke 
to the media following the loss, here’s a full breakdown of 
everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if there’s an update on Warren Foegele: He got pulled, or 
he pulled himself, I’m not really sure actually, to be honest 
with you. I don’t know what the status is on that.  

On the mental focus on undisciplined penalties: Yeah, a 
couple. I have to really look at them again, to be honest with 
you. I didn’t think they were egregious by any means. We 
didn’t win the special teams war. We gave up those two 
early. That’s hard to come back from when you give up two 
early on the penalty kill. Our power play got one but it wasn’t 
that good. We had other opportunities and didn’t really 
execute correctly. That’s the game right there. We had our 
looks. Five on five, I thought we were fine. We didn’t give up 
a lot, but you can’t give up two on the penalty kill and win 
very many games in this league.  

On if this was ‘one of those nights:’ It wasn’t bad. It could 
have went either way. I thought we played pretty well. They 
played a really good game. They played us hard. They 
blocked a lot of shots. I haven’t looked at it, but it just felt like 
they got in the way of a ton of our opportunities, they 
capitalized and that’s it. We move on. It certainly wasn’t a 
lack of effort. There was a couple penalties I’d like to have 
back, we don’t want to take those, because that’s what can 
happen. You can give up goals that way. So that’s the 
difference in the game.  

Nino Niederreiter 

On not getting to their game: It’s tough to say. We had a 
good start, but at the end of the day, it wasn’t good enough. 

We made some bad decisions and placed the puck where 
we didn’t want to and it backfired.  

On difficulty with the Red Wings: At the end of the day, 
they’re a good team. They’re at the bottom of the standings, 
but they’re still hard to beat. They work very hard, they 
compete, they play simple hockey. We let them outwork us 
and that can’t happen. 

On being mentally ready: It’s tough to say. We’ve been 
winning and sometimes you get a little too satisfied and think 
that things are getting a little easier. But things actually are 
getting harder and harder. The more you win, the more other 
teams want to beat us. That’s just how it went tonight. 

Martin Necas 

On chemistry with Sebastian Aho: I just feel like we’re kind of 
similar players. We think the game a little bit similar and that 
helps. We haven’t played that many games together, but 
we’re getting there. The chemistry is getting better and 
better. We’ve just got to keep improving. 

On being focused in each game: Like Roddy was just saying 
in the locker room, we have to be dialed in every game and 
every second on the ice. Sometimes if you take a little break, 
there’s a goal in your net. Just have to be a little bit better. 
You can’t win every game, but today especially special 
teams made a big difference. We have to be better in that. 

On if there’s more pressure on a long winning streak: I don’t 
feel we were under pressure. If you’re on a losing streak, 
then you’re under pressure. Then you need to win. Of course 
you want to win every game, but it’s the best league in the 
world. You cannot win every game. It’s too hard. But it was a 
close game today. We have to learn from that and just keep 
looking forward.  

On the condensed schedule: This season, you don’t have 
time to think about anything. When you have a day off, like 
we do tomorrow, you just want to not think about hockey at 
all. You just want to get rested and ready mentally away from 
the game. Just have some fun and then the next day go and 
be ready. Not much time to rest, but when you do get a day 
off, you have to take it.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article249980279.html 

https://theathletic.com/2452010/2021/03/16/could-an-eric-staal-hurricanes-reunion-really-happen-rod-brindamour-everybody-would-want-to-have-
that-guy-around/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/03/hurricanes-winning-streak-ends-with-4-2-loss-in-detroit/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-winning-streak-ends-in-detroit/c-322591740 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-detroit-red-wings-game-recap/c-321466788 
https://apnews.com/article/robby-fabbri-nino-niederreiter-jonathan-bernier-sebastian-aho-carolina-hurricanes-5c3f10303e532b1288508f6636066744 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-power-rankings-identifying-every-teams-top-trade-deadline-priority/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/16/22335226/hurricanes-fall-short-against-wings-streak-ends-at-eight 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/16/22335278/they-said-it-brindamour-niederreiter-necas-on-streak-snapping-loss 
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What happened as the Hurricanes’ 8-game win streak ends in loss to 
Red Wings 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MARCH 16, 2021 07:08 PM  

 

There are no good ways for a team to have a long winning streak come 
to an end. 

There are bad ways, however. 

The Carolina Hurricanes had their eight-game win streak snapped 
Tuesday by the Detroit Red Wings, who outplayed the Canes in a 4-2 
victory at Little Caesars Arena. 

“I thought we played pretty well but they played a good game, they 
played hard,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “That’s it. We move 
on. It certainly wasn’t from a lack of effort.” 

It was Carolina’s first loss in March and the first since a 3-1 defeat at 
Tampa Bay on Feb. 25. 

The Canes (20-7-1) had too many penalties. They allowed two power-
play goals. Their goalie, James Reimer, was shaky much of the game. 
He twice lost his stick, gave up too many rebounds and was outplayed by 
the Wings’ Jonathan Bernier. 

The Canes had 37 shots as defenseman Dougie Hamilton finished with 
11, a career high, while also extending his point streak to nine games. 
But Bernier made the big stops and the Wings helped him by blocking 
another 14. 

The Wings took the 3-2 lead in the second on a rush into the Canes zone 
as Dylan Larkin carried the puck up ice, dropped off a pass to Robby 
Fabbri for the score at 12:28. Filip Hronek had an empty-netter in the 
final seconds of regulation after Reimer was pulled for an extra attacker. 

The Canes have often found ways to win games this season when they 
have not been at their best. They weren’t at their best Tuesday — and 
they couldn’t find a way to win against the Wings. 

“We’ve been winning and sometimes you can get a little too satisfied and 
think things are getting a little easier,” Canes forward Nino Niederreiter 
said. “But things actually get harder and harder. The more you win, the 
more other teams want to beat us.” 

Niederreiter had the first goal of the game, his 13th of the season, 
scoring on a power play for the Canes early in the first period. Sebastian 
Aho then scored his 11th early in the second for Carolina to tie the score 
2-2. 

But the Red Wings (9-17-4) always had a response. Adam Erne scored 
twice on the power play in the first, taking advantage of Reimer without a 
stick to score the second. Both came off rebounds. 

“We didn’t win the special teams war,” Brind’Amour said. “We gave up 
those two early. It’s hard to come back when you give up two on the 
penalty kill. Our power play got one but it wasn’t that good. 

“We didn’t execute it and that’s the game right there. Five on five I 
thought we were fine. We didn’t give up a heck of a lot.” 

In the second, the Wings scrambled to keep the Canes from scoring 
shorthanded and take the lead. Bernier smothered the puck among a pile 
of bodies in the crease. 

The Canes pressured Bernier in the third, forcing him into some tough 
stops. On the Canes’ end, forward Brock McGinn blocked a shot with 
Reimer well out of position to keep it a 3-2 game. 

The Canes again played without injured center Vincent Trocheck, who 
missed his third game. Forward Warren Foegele left the game with an 
upper-body injury and Brind’Amour did not have an update on his 
condition after the game. 

Hamilton, who assisted on the Aho goal, has the longest active point 
streak in the league. He tied Ulf Samuelsson (1987-88) for the second-
longest point streak in franchise history by a defenseman — Mark Howe 
had an 11-game point streak in 1979-80. 
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The Canes next have another scheduling quirk: four straight games 
against the Columbus Blue Jackets. The first two will be at PNC Arena, 
where they go at it Thursday. 

INJURY REPORT 

Brind’Amour was asked Tuesday if center Trocheck could be ruled “day 
to day” or “week to week.” Trocheck missed his third game Tuesday with 
an upper-body injury while rookie center Morgan Geekie played in a third 
straight game. 

“I think when we get back (to Raleigh) we’ll have a clearer understanding 
of what’s going on,” Brind’Amour said of Trocheck’s injury status. 

Goalie Petr Mrazek (thumb surgery) will miss his 23rd game and forward 
Teuvo Teravainen (concussion) his fifth straight. Teravainen has been 
out 12 of the past 13 games. 

OF NOTE 

The Canes on Tuesday recalled defenseman Joey Keane and goaltender 
Beck Warm to the team’s taxi squad from the Chicago Wolves of the 
American Hockey League. Defenseman Joakim Ryan and goaltender 
Antoine Bibeau were reassigned to Chicago. 

Keane, 21, has eight assists in 13 AHL games with the Wolves this 
season. Warm, 21, has posted a 5-1-0 record with a 2.02 goals-against 
average, a .944 save percentage and one shutout in six AHL games with 
Chicago. 
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Could an Eric Staal-Hurricanes reunion really happen? Rod Brind’Amour: 
‘Everybody would want to have that guy around’ 

 

By Sara Civian  

Mar 16, 2021   

 

The Hurricanes looked like they were going to be relatively dormant 
ahead of this year’s April 12 NHL trade deadline. Two recent 
developments have me raising my eyebrows and wondering if that won’t 
be the case: 

1. The salary cap: It started with the unloading of Ryan Dzingel’s $3.375 
million cap hit a month back. Dzingel wasn’t working out in Carolina, and 
the Canes were able to get Cedric Paquette ($1.65 million cap hit) in 
return, creating some space under the cap. Then this past weekend, they 
waived Jake Gardiner. The Canes did this so they can assign him (and 
his $4.025 million cap hit) to the taxi squad on days he would have been 
scratched (they have a surplus of defensemen), and a source told The 
Athletic they did it for the sole purpose of saving cap space. It’s not the 
kind of move that will have them drowning in Benjamins, and it only 
makes sense to put someone who has been in and out of the lineup on 
the taxi squad, but still. They’re creating cap space — for what? 

(If they place any of their injured players with bigger salaries — Petr 
Mrazek, Vincent Trocheck or Teuvo Teravainen — on long-term injured 
reserve, that only increases the space, although LTIR cap space doesn’t 
accrue and if the player returns during the regular season, the space 
would be gone.) 

2. Vincent Trocheck’s upper-body injury: Head coach Rod Brind’Amour 
told the media last week that Trocheck’s injury will keep him out of the 
lineup “longer than hoped.” I asked Brind’Amour to clarify if that meant a 
matter of weeks or months and he said, “I don’t know yet. I just know he’s 
not coming on this trip, so you can rule out a couple of games, for sure.” 

Speculating on injuries is always a dangerous game, but my sense is the 
Hurricanes are preparing to miss Trocheck for at least a few weeks if not 
longer. 

These developments happen to forge a neat little path into something 
Pierre LeBrun suggested last week that took Canes Twitter by storm. 

Should the Hurricanes try to get Eric Staal, former Cane of 12 seasons, 
back to Raleigh for a playoff push? 

It isn’t imminent, and it probably isn’t all that likely, but LeBrun is saying 
there’s a chance: 

“The Hurricanes have brought up Staal’s name internally and discussed 
the possibility of bringing him back,” LeBrun wrote. “I wouldn’t describe it 
as a top-of-the-agenda item for the contending Canes, who honestly 
don’t need a thing in my mind. Their lineup is loaded. But I know the 
Carolina brass recently discussed the merits of picking up the phone 
closer to the April 12 deadline if Staal was still on the Buffalo roster and 
seeing what it would take in a softer deal to get the pending UFA. You 
can imagine Jordan Staal would love the idea. And I mean, who 
wouldn’t?” 

As a reporter, you normally stay away from asking coaches about trade 
rumors — especially when they still sort of feel like pipe dreams — but 
this is Brind’Amour potentially reuniting with 2006 Hurricanes Stanley 
Cup teammate Eric Staal we’re talking about, 15 years later to try and do 
it again. Oh, and Eric’s brother, Jordan, just happens to be the captain of 
the red-hot 2021 team. I was curious how Brind’Amour would feel about 
a reunion, even if he wasn’t going to give anything away. So I asked. 

“That’s a question that’s probably further up the chain than me, but I think 
we know he’s an awesome person,” he said. “I haven’t watched his game 
much this year, so I don’t really know where he’s fitting in, but we’ll have 
to address some things, I’m sure, at some point, potentially. But I like our 
team right now. I don’t know why we would be looking at too much. But 
everybody would want to have that guy around.” 

Brind’Amour and Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell often 
mention not wanting to change too much, and uh, the Canes are on an 
eight-game winning streak, riding a league-best .759 points percentage 
and have a 20-6-1 record — without their starting goalie and leading goal 
scorer. Why would they be looking to change too much? 

Are we letting the chance of a fairytale ending cloud our judgment here, 
or would Staal to the Canes actually make sense? 

The Canes have done just fine without their top goal scorer, Trocheck, in 
the two games he has missed so far. That’s a testament to their depth. 
But what’s the harm in adding a proven veteran center at a $3.25 million 
cap with an expiring contract, just in case? It boils down to three big 
things: 

1. When will Trocheck be back? 

The most important part of the equation is also the most fluid, and it’s 
clearly the main reason the Canes would want to wait until April 12 to see 
if Staal is still available. If Trocheck will out for only a few more games, or 
weeks, you have to ask yourself what assets you’re willing to part with to 
get more center depth. But, again, it looks like Trocheck’s return 
timetable could be longer. 

2. What would the Canes need to give up? 

I’m not sure if Wayne Gretzky at his prime could help the Buffalo Sabres 
at this point, and they just racked up their *checks notes* 11th 
consecutive loss Monday night. But the Canes are going to need to give 
them something. Staal obviously isn’t in his prime at 36, but he’s still a 
little better than his three goals and 10 points in 27 games on a grossly 
underperforming Sabres team would suggest, and he’s playing pretty 
well, all things considered (*gestures toward the gigantic dumpster fire up 
north*). 

I’m assuming the ask would look something like a Hurricanes depth 
player with a few more years of term or perhaps one of the prospects 
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tearing it up in Chicago. I will not claim to understand where the Sabres 
are trying to go with their franchise, but I do know they aren’t just going to 
throw Staal at the Canes, especially when a few other teams have 
reportedly expressed interest. 

3. Where would Staal fit in? 

I think we’re all in understanding that he’s not going to waltz in and be 
that guy he was for this team in the dark days, and that’s kind of the 
whole point. Until Trocheck returns, I’d see him slotting nicely into the 
third- or fourth-line center role, replacing Jordan Martinook or Morgan 
Geekie, depending on the night. Martinook will never complain about his 
place in the lineup, but he’s best on the wing. 

When Trocheck comes back, it’d be a lot of fun to see Staal play with the 
younger guys like Geekie and Steven Lorentz. Maybe go full Hallmark 
and put him on Jordan’s wing occasionally. 

OK, so maybe this isn’t the most necessary trade in the history of the 
NHL. But maybe the people (and Staal) deserve a happy ending in 2021, 
and maybe — just maybe — the Canes need a center and have the cap 
room to go get one. 
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Roslovic producing for Blue Jackets, but still has 'things to learn' at 
center 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Blue Jackets center Jack Roslovic, left, had his second three-assist 
game in the NHL on Saturday, but he bemoaned his defensive mistakes 
as Columbus split a pair of weekend games against Dallas. 

Jack Roslovic is coming off an interesting week. In a span of four games 
in six days during the Blue Jackets’ past homestand, the 24-year-old 
center was:  

Called out by coach John Tortorella for a lagging “compete level” 
Tuesday in a 4-2 loss to Florida.  

Stapled to the bench for the final 6:53 of regulation in a 5-4 overtime loss 
Thursday to the Panthers. 

Moved back into a top-six role Saturday against Dallas, which resulted in 
the second three-assist game of his NHL career in a 4-3 overtime win.  

Criticized after assisting on the only Blue Jackets goal in a 2-1 shootout 
loss to Dallas on Sunday for defensive issues in both games against the 
Stars — with Roslovic delivering arguably the harshest criticism. 

Asked whether his four assists in two games against the Stars were an 
indication that he had straightened out the issues that led to criticism by 
Tortorella, Roslovic quickly put a kibosh on the notion.  

“Uh, no, to be completely honest,” he said. “I made one good play to 
(Max Domi on Saturday) and made some little plays that … I just touched 
the puck and teammates capitalized on some opportunities. But I’ve 
really got to focus defensively, and I’m trying to be more consistent there. 
It’s one of those things that I’ve just got to be better with.”  

Asked for specifics, Roslovic pointed to a couple of examples. 

One was a tying goal Saturday scored by the Stars' Denis Gurianov in 
the third period. Roslovic didn’t notice the forward slip behind him after a 
poke check, and Gurianov took a feed from a teammate in the low slot. 

Roslovic noticed a fraction of a second too late and just missed breaking 
up the pass. 

On Sunday, Roslovic lost track of Stars forward Alexander Radulov late 
in the second period, allowing a top goal-scoring forward a great look. 
Jackets goaltender Joonas Korpisalo made the save, but Roslovic saw it 
as another defensive growing pain. 

“I know when I’m in the offensive zone and I make a play, I get rubbed 
out,” he said. “(It’s doing) it to other guys and just being harder. When I’m 
playing well, the communication’s there and I’m talking. Recently that’s 
been consistent, but just not good enough. Gotta keep on going.” 

Tortorella on Sunday again brought up competing harder when asked if 
Roslovic is “coachable,” an indication the merry-go-round is still spinning 
for the young forward. The good news is his ability to produce while 
going through it. Roslovic has five goals and 14 assists in 23 games, 
making him the Jackets’ third-leading scorer. 

“I think he’s very coachable,” Tortorella said. “There are some things he 
has to learn. It’s going to be a constant process, as far as the competing 
part of the game. It’s something we’re going to teach him, one way or 
another, but the checking part is just through experience and being 
involved in those coverages more and more, so he gets to understand it.” 
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For Blue Jackets, shootout points loom large. So, who should John 
Tortorella pick? 

 

By Aaron Portzline  

Mar 16, 2021   

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The first two Blue Jackets players sent over the 
boards for Sunday’s shootout against the Dallas Stars were Cam 
Atkinson and Patrik Laine. It’s hard to argue with that logic. 

Not only are Laine and Atkinson two of the NHL’s most established 
scorers, but both have a long history of success in the shootout. It’s the 
shooter that coach John Tortorella sent out in the third round that raised 
eyebrows. 

Max Domi has had offensive success in the NHL, and he’s begun to play 
much better for the Blue Jackets after a rough start. He’d played well in 
Sunday’s game, too, carrying the puck with confidence and swagger. 

Tortorella was weighing all of this on the bench as overtime ended and 
the Blue Jackets and Stars were still tied 3-3. 

“We do have the information as far as what the guys have done in the 
past (in the shootout),” Tortorella said. “But I also try to (consider) how 
the player’s playing in that particular game.” 

Domi, then, was Tortorella’s gut feeling, because he couldn’t have been 
going on past success. Domi made a brilliant move to get Stars 
goaltender Jake Oettinger out of position, but he sailed his backhand 
attempt over the crossbar. 

That made Domi 0-for-7 in his career in shootouts, and it helped the Blue 
Jackets fall to Dallas 4-3. 

“That’s just a great move,” Tortorella said. “He has nothing but net, he 
just shoots it over the net. He’s had some really good moves. 

“I do think he’s playing with a ton of confidence with the puck. He moves 
up in my order in that particular game because I think he felt good about 
himself.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 17, 2021 

 

Shootouts are fickle and fleeting, just as they’ve been since the NHL 
adopted the breakaway skills competition to settle ties in 2005. But this 
season, with every game a divisional showdown and post-season berths 
determined by the division standings, the shootout carries more weight 
— and more angst — than ever. 

Atkinson made perfect sense as the No. 1 shooter. He’s 15 of 45 (33.3 
percent) in his career, despite going 0-for-4 so far this season. 

Laine as the No. 2 hitter works, too. He’s 9 of 20 (45 percent) in his 
career. 

If Gustav Nyquist (16 of 46, 34.8 percent) were healthy, he’d almost 
certainly factor in among the Blue Jackets’ first three shooters. 

But after those guys, Tortorella has a mental tug-of-war between the 
cheat sheet in his coat pocket — the one with all of his players’ shootout 
stats — and the gut feeling based on the game he just witnessed. 

If he went strictly with the numbers, Riley Nash — yes, Riley Nash — 
would be the Blue Jackets’ third shooter as long as Nyquist is on the 
mend. Nash is 6 of 15 (40 percent) in his career, but he’s taken only one 
shootout attempt in almost three seasons with the Blue Jackets. 

Nash joked that he’s on the bench before the shootout “yelling at Torts to 
put me in.” 

Asked if he has two or three shootout moves that he fancies, Nash 
cracked again: “I do. Or, I did. It’s been a while since I’ve shot.” 

“I don’t know, he’s gotta go with his gut,” Nash said. “We have a lot of 
talented guys on our team who score goals. It’s hard to look away from 
them. They’ve proven over and over that they can put the puck in the 
back of the net.” 

It’s not that Tortorella isn’t aware of Nash’s history. 

“I think I have to (use him more),” he said. “We just haven’t been 
successful. I think he’s top three on our team. Cam, Patty and Nasher on 
my notes.” 

Some other shootout odds and ends: 

Only five players currently on the Blue Jackets’ roster have scored 
shootout goals for Columbus — Atkinson (15), Oliver Bjorkstrand (two), 
Boone Jenner (two), Nyquist (two) and Alexandre Texier (one). 

Captain Nick Foligno has scored 201 goals in his career. But he’s 0-for-
11 in shootouts, including 0-for-6 with the Blue Jackets. (Seriously. How 
is this possible?) 

Alexandre Texier had the winning shootout goal on Jan. 28 vs. Florida, 
making highlight reels throughout the sporting world. It’s the only attempt 
of his career, and he hasn’t taken a shot in either of the last two 
shootouts, both losses. 

Atkinson is 0-for-4 this season. He’s the only player with more attempts 
than Domi (0 for 3) this season. 

Who had Jenner (2 for 8, 25 percent) with a higher success rate than 
Bjorkstrand (2 for 9, 18.2 percent), Domi and Foligno? 

Blue Jackets coach Ken Hitchcock used to have a shootout competition 
at the end of one practice each week. It was a mood-lifter, sure, but 
Hitchcock also kept mental notes as the season moved along, and he 
awarded the practice winners when he could. 

That, you’ll remember, is how and why Hitchcock turned to Fedor Tyutin 
— really? Tyutin? — when the Blue Jackets beat Chicago in a shootout 
late in the 2008-09 season to clinch the franchise’s first playoff berth. 

Tortorella doesn’t see the merit in judging shootouts in practice, he said, 
because it’s “apples and oranges as far as doing it come game time.” 

The Blue Jackets have ended several recent practices with shootouts, 
but it’s not being done to give the coaching staff insights. It’s been done 
to create levity and offensive confidence among the group. 

The players, though, seem to want more time with it. 

“I think us practicing it a little bit would definitely help,” Nash said. 
“Especially in this condensed season, those extra points, those single 
points … you’re playing against teams you’re either trying to catch or 
keep down.” 

The Blue Jackets, who trail Chicago by four points for the fourth and final 
playoff spot, are 1-3 in shootouts this season. When you live on the 
thinnest of margins, those single points loom large. 

“It’s big,” Tortorella said. “We’re sniffin’. We’re looking for that (final) spot. 
Where are we if we win a couple of ’em? It changes pretty quickly. 

“We still have almost half the season left. We’re going to have more 
(shootouts) if we end up playing close games.” 
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Ross Colton rewards Lightning’s faith in shootout win 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published 6 hours ago 

 

Ross Colton has made such a quick impression in his four NHL games 
that Lightning coach Jon Cooper tabbed the rookie forward to not only be 
part of Tampa Bay’s shootout lineup Tuesday night in Dallas, but the first 
skater on the ice. 

After the Lightning blew a two-goal lead in the final three minutes of 
regulation and survived a frenetic three-on-three overtime period, 
assistant coach Jeff Halpern tapped Colton on the shoulder and asked 
him how he was in shootouts. 

“I leaned back and said, ‘I’m pretty good. I’ve got a couple moves,’” 
Colton said. 

Moments later, he was told to take the Lightning’s first shot. 

From the bench, fellow rookie Cal Foote called Colton’s move as he 
faked a backhand shot, then kept Dallas goaltender Jake Oettinger 
committed to the near post with some nifty footwork before burying a 
wrister inside the far post. 

“It’s one of my go-to moves there that I’ve tried to just work on for when I 
get called on for a shootout or a situation like that,” Colton, 24, said. “It’s 
kind of just trying to open up the hips a little bit and try and get outside 
the goalie.” 

After Brayden Point scored on his shootout attempt and goaltender 
Andrei Vasilevskiy turned away the final two shots he faced, the 
Lightning came away with a hard-earned 4-3 win. 

On a night when Victor Hedman became the first defenseman in 
Lightning history to record 500 points, it was the confidence the team 
showed in a wide-eyed rookie with the game on the line that stood out. 

“If I’m being honest with you, I thought maybe, you know, if it went to like 
round four or five or six that maybe I was gonna get my number called,” 
Colton said. “After (Dallas’ Jason Robertson) scored the first one, 
(Halpern) kind of kicked me in the butt there, and I was like, okay, here 
we go.’ Just kind of in the back of my mind I knew what I was doing from 
the start, so luckily it worked out.” 

Colton, who also assisted on a go-ahead goal in the second period, has 
earned quick kudos from teammates and coaches for adopting the 
fourth-line’s gritty mentality. The Lightning’s second goal was created by 
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Colton and veteran Pat Maroon battling for a puck against the end 
boards before Maroon gained possession and fed Mathieu Joseph for a 
one-timer in the slot. 

“I call guys’ numbers in the shootout because I think they’re going to 
score,” Cooper said. And that’s why. He’s kind of pulled that line together 
a little bit. He’s really responsible, and he competes hard. He’s got a 
good stick, and he’s won some draws for us. He hasn’t had a ton of time 
with us and, you know, he gets in sporadically in games, but he keeps 
improving and it’s a pretty gutty kid.” 

In Dallas for little more than 24 hours — and playing their second of five 
games in seven days — the Lightning skated with tremendous energy 
out of the gate against their opponent from last year’s Stanley Cup final. 
They possessed the puck well, moved directly up the ice, passed 
efficiently, pressured Oettinger and saw solid play across all four lines. 

They played arguably their best 20 minutes of hockey this season in the 
first period. The only problem was they had just one goal to show for it. 

Despite outshooting the Stars 18-6 in the period, the Lightning went into 
the first intermission with just a 1-0 lead on Point’s 11th goal of the 
season just under four minutes into the game. 

After Joseph’s goal gave them a 2-1 lead, Hedman fed Steven Stamkos 
for a one-timer from the left circle to give the Lightning a two-goal 
cushion with 8:11 left in regulation. 

But with Oettinger pulled for an extra attacker, the Stars scored twice in 
the final two-plus minutes to tie the game. Dallas captain Jamie Benn’s 
goal with 2:06 left made it a one-goal game, and Alexander Radulov’s 
score with 85 seconds left sent it to overtime. 
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Lightning’s young core showing it has plenty more 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

 

TAMPA — As much as the Lightning are a veteran-laden team with tons 
of experience, the best thing that’s come out of the first half of the season 
might be the continued development of the team’s young core players. 

During the offseason, the Lightning re-signed forward Anthony Cirelli and 
defensemen Erik Cernak and Mikhail Sergachev to bridge contracts to 
ensure they’ll be in Tampa Bay for at least the next three to four seasons. 

The three are a big part of the Lightning’s success and were key 
contributors on last season’s Stanley Cup team. This year, they’ve 
continued to grow into expanded roles. 

They’re not kids anymore. 

“Part of the rationale for us wanting to keep them as opposed to maybe 
other players was the fact that not only are they good players, but they 
also have untapped potential, and we knew they’d only keep getting 
better,” Lightning general manager Julien BriseBois said. “And the 
progression in all three of them that I see this season is exciting to watch. 

“Not only is their play continuing to reach higher and higher levels, but 
they’re also now taking more ownership over the team’s success and 
slowly but surely joining the leadership group.” 

Already having established himself as one of the top two-way centers in 
the game, Cirelli’s strong foundation on defense is leading to more 

offense. He recently joined the Lightning’s top scoring line and has 
flourished alongside Brayden Point and Ondrej Palat. 

Cirelli, 23, entered Monday’s game with seven points in his last eight 
games. He has 17 points in 20 games this season and is a plus-10 while 
earning more time on the power play (1:35 per game compared to 0:57 
last season). 

Cernak, 23, has solidified his role as the team’s top right-shot 
defenseman and recently emerged as more of an offensive force. He has 
five points in his past five games, including two assists in Saturday’s win 
over Nashville and a Gordie Howe hat trick (a goal, an assist and a fight) 
Tuesday in Detroit. 

Cernak is becoming more comfortable jumping into the offense, as 
evidenced by his eight assists through 20 games (just three shy of his 
career high), while continuing to play physically defensively. He’s second 
on the team in hits (47) and fourth in blocked shots (25) while serving as 
an anchor on one of the league’s top penalty-kill units. 

Sergachev, 22, also has found more comfort in his offensive game, as 
shown by his 17 assists, which are second-most on the team, and 25 
points, which rank fourth. He’s taking advantage of his powerful shot by 
putting more pucks on net more while gaining a better feel for making 
plays in the offensive zone. 

Sergachev’s ice time has grown incrementally over each of his four 
seasons, and he’s now one of the team’s biggest minute-eaters. He’s 
averaging a career-high 21:42, earning more time on both the power play 
and penalty kill units. 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper said being the same age and gaining 
experience together has helped the three progress. 

“I think a lot of the players are growing up in their own age groups,” 
Cooper said. “It’s just a different time, and these young kids are all 
coming together. They have a ton of confidence, and maybe their 
progression is a little faster, but I do think it helps when all the guys are 
relatively the same age and their same peer group, and I think it helps 
their development.” 

Winning the Stanley Cup at a young age helps, too, because seeing their 
hard work result in a championship makes it easier to trust the process it 
took to get there. 

“Winning the Stanley Cup is an amazing feeling, especially at a young 
age like me,” Cernak said. “And hopefully we can bring in some other 
ones, so we just try to be your best, train and play the best we can, and 
with the group we have here in Tampa, it’s amazing. 

“I feel really good here, and we just have to continue playing our games 
and keep winning.” 
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Who says no? Evaluating your Lightning trade deadline proposals 

 

By Joe Smith  

Mar 16, 2021   

 

Lightning general manager Julien BriseBois almost killed this story before 
it ran. 

It’s a fun exercise every year for us at The Athletic to ask our subscribers 
for trade proposals as we get closer to the NHL’s trade deadline on April 
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12. You sent me dozens of offers, from sensible to wishful thinking to 
you’ve-got-to-be-kidding-me. 

Then BriseBois came out on Friday in his annual midseason address and 
said he is “unlikely” to add a player. 

“We have literally zero cap space,” BriseBois said. 

Suggested headline: “Who Says No? ‘Buzzkill’ BriseBois.” 

The reality is that while it’s unlikely Tampa Bay will add a player, it 
doesn’t mean it’s impossible. They’re still going to explore all options, 
with BriseBois meeting with his pro scouts this week to get a feel for the 
marketplace. Keep in mind: At last year’s midseason address, BriseBois 
told us that after researching the previous 10 trade deadlines, he came to 
the conclusion that there were not many good deals out there. 

Then BriseBois transformed the Stanley Cup champs with bold moves to 
acquire Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow. 

So you never really know. General managers don’t typically tip their 
hands or disclose their needs. This is also an unusual market. BriseBois 
said “your guess is as good as mine” when it comes to how this deadline 
will look across the league, with many teams in Tampa Bay’s situation of 
having limited cap space. There are also the quarantine rules required in 
making deals across the border. 

“Every decision that we have made up to this point and every decision 
we will make in coming weeks is geared towards providing us the best 
odds possible to go on another magical run in the postseason,” BriseBois 
said. 

What does the Lightning need? Not much. They’ll be getting the best 
post-deadline acquisition in Nikita Kucherov, who is “exactly on track” to 
return this postseason after December hip surgery. BriseBois said he’s 
“comfortable” with his current blue line, and happy with the progress of 
rookie Cal Foote, but that’s an area where I still think they could use 
some depth. 

“Depth is always good, if you can get depth for lower round picks or 
lower-tier prospects, no problem,” said former NHL GM Craig Button, 
now a TSN analyst and scout. “I want someone that gets an opponent’s 
attention. ‘How are we going to deal with that guy?’ One area I think I’m 
always trying to build and give myself more strength is finding players 
that can make life really difficult for opponents. . . I’m talking about a 
rugged winger, a hard-nosed center, a heavy defenseman. That’s what 
I’d be looking at.” 

With that in mind, we’ve decided to evaluate your “Who Says No?” trade 
proposals, with the help of Button and our stable of The Athletic NHL 
beat writers from across the league. 

The David Savard proposals 

Lightning send Tyler Johnson, 2021 third-round pick, 2022 fourth-round 
pick to Blue Jackets for defenseman David Savard, 2021 fourth-round 
pick. — Nick Z. 

Johnson, Anthony Cirelli and first-round pick for Savard and first-round 
pick. — Corey B. 

David Savard would be the best fit for the Lightning, in my opinion, when 
it comes to a deadline add on the blue line. The right-shot boasts size (6-
foot-2, 229 pounds), snarl and can skate. The 30-year-old has 
experience and is a pending UFA. 

“David Savard is a hard player, he’s no fun to play against,” Button said. 
“He’s exactly the type of player who would benefit the Lightning.” 

For what it’s worth, Lightning assistant GM Jamie Pushor was seen at a 
recent Blue Jackets game in Columbus. 

Here are some of the issues. With every Lightning deal having to be 
dollar-for-dollar, Savard’s remaining cap hit of $2.015 million is an issue. 
So that would require another player going the other way, or Columbus 

retaining some money. Tyler Johnson, the player proposed in your deals 
for Savard, has a remaining cap hit of $2.370 million. 

Now Johnson has a full no-trade clause, and while he gave the Lightning 
a list of 7-8 teams in the offseason to get moved to, it’s unclear if the Blue 
Jackets were one of them. And there haven’t been indications, as of 
recently, that Tampa Bay has approached Johnson’s camp to revisit 
anything. Johnson has been playing really well since getting moved back 
to the middle with Coleman and Goodrow. So there’s no guarantee 
Johnson is getting moved in the next month. 

But our Blue Jackets beat writer, Aaron Portzline, seems to think 
Columbus might do the first proposal if that means they get a first-
rounder out of it. 

“I think Tampa Bay would love to do that,” Button said. “It’s not even 
about the picks, it’s Tyler Johnson’s money. Without knowing where 
Savard is at, if he’s coming back, is he in the plans, what he would get on 
the market, if I’m Tampa Bay, they’d be happy to make that trade.” 

As for the second proposal? Sorry Corey B., but there’s no way the 
Lightning are dealing Anthony Cirelli. 

The Troy Stecher proposals 

Lightning trade Gemel Smith and a fourth-round pick to Red Wings for 
defenseman Troy Stecher. — Kaleb F. 

Tyler Johnson and third-round pick for Troy Stecher. — Ryan O. 

Prospect Boris Katchouk, fifth-round pick for Troy Stecher. — Jacob A. 

Troy Stecher is an interesting candidate, and you’d get him for two 
seasons ($1.7 million AAV for next year). The Lightning are already 
stacked when it comes to defensemen for their expansion protection list, 
so that could be another wrinkle. You’d have to make the money work for 
this season, as Stecher’s remaining cap hit is around $800,000, 
according to CapFriendly. 

“Troy is a puck mover, he’s competitive,” Button said. “He’d give you a 
different look at the bottom end of your defensive group. He’s smart. He’s 
a guy who can play down your blueline, a power play guy. I got a lot 
more time for Troy compared to (Brandon) Montour, (Sami) Vatanen and 
those guys. Give me Troy Stetcher.” 

The question is, what would the Wings want for Stecher? 

Red Wings beat writer Max Bultman said: “I don’t think Detroit would do 
these (proposals). Stecher has been one of their most effective D this 
season and signed for just $1.7 million next season. They’d want more 
than a mid-round pick to move him. Selfishly, I’d like the idea of reuniting 
Gemel and (brother) Givani though! 

“If it’s a pick I would think a second-rounder makes sense. I kind of 
compare his game and value to Nick Jensen a couple years ago, who 
they traded to Washington for a second.” 

The Lightning don’t have a second-rounder in each of the next two drafts, 
so they’d have to find an alternative offer. But Bultman did a great 
breakdown of what he’s hearing on the Red Wings trade deadline plans 
Monday, so that’ll provide some context. I think there are a couple other 
options on the Detroit blue line that teams like Tampa Bay could look at, 
from Marc Staal (we know the Lightning’s love for former Rangers) and 
Jon Merrill. Staal, who has roughly $2.8 million cap hit for the season, 
would likely require Detroit retaining some of that as part of a deal that 
would involve Tampa Bay sending a pick the other way (the Red Wings 
got a second-rounder to take him in the first place). 

Merrill is on an expiring deal with $438,000 remaining cap hit. Both are 
left shots, but if you play Mikhail Sergachev with Hedman on the right 
side, you can have either on the third pair with Jan Rutta or as depth. 
The fact Foote has shown progress in his development likely gives the 
Lightning some options. 

The Jani Hakanpaa proposals 
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Lightning Alex Volkov to Ducks for defenseman Jani Hakanpaa. — Jay 
N. 

Alexei Lipanov and a 2021 fourth-rounder for Jani Hakanpaa. — Stephen 
P. 

Hakanpaa, 28, is a big, right-shot defenseman from Finland, a player the 
Lightning has talked about at previous trade deadlines. The Ducks are 
pretty stacked on the blue line, especially when it comes to prospects 
coming up the pipeline, so Hakanpaa, a pending UFA with a $355K 
remaining cap hit, could be considered expendable. 

So what about Volkov for Hakanpaa? 

“If you’re just trying to add a depth defenseman, that’s what I would look 
at,” Button said. “They are loaded with defensemen in Anaheim, I don’t 
think they’re worried about trading Hakanpaa and maybe they could try to 
add a little skill up front. I think Anaheim would be amenable to that.” 

Keep in mind both of these trade proposals involve Russians. That would 
be interesting when it came to Anaheim, which in 2020 drafted a Russian 
player for the first time since 2009, Ducks writer Eric Stephens explained. 

So a Hakanpaa deal is doable when it comes to a pick or a prospect 
going the other way. He’d be a depth rental, so not sure how much the 
Lightning would want to give up in that situation. The bigger fish on the 
right-side that would be better for the Lightning was Josh Manson, 
though he has one more year left at $4.1 million AAV and the Lightning 
are already cap-crunched next year with just 15 players. 

I just don’t know if the Ducks would want to move Manson, an alternate 
captain and top-four guy, unless they’re trying to shed some salary, and 
Tampa Bay isn’t the market for adding more money. 

“You’d have to give (the Ducks) a first-round pick and then a different 
prospect,” Button said.” “Maybe that’s someone like (Gage) Goncalves, 
you’ve got to give him up.” 

The wild card proposal 

Lightning send Tyler Johnson, Alex Barre-Boulet and a 2021 first-round 
pick to Devils for Miles Wood and Sami Vatanen. — Brett S. 

This one has some legs to it. Brett explains his proposal this way: “On 
paper, it seems steep, but Miles Wood is cut from the same cloth as 
Coleman and Goodrow, who cost us three total first rounders of value. 
With Coleman and Goodrow being UFA after this year, Wood is a cheap 
replacement as well as being a better bottom-six player than Tyler.” 

I can see where you’re coming from with this one. Wood does bring 
some of the same type of game as Coleman and Goodrow, who have 
been invaluable but likely will price themselves out of Tampa this 
summer as UFAs. Wood has one more year left on his deal at $2.75 
million, essentially what they’re paying both Coleman and Goodrow this 
year. 

“Miles Wood is another disruptive player with speed,” Button said. “He’s 
fast, he’s quick, he agitates. If I’m Tampa Bay, I’d be doing that in a 
second. Taking Vatanen off their hands to get a hand on Wood.” 

Our Devils writer Corey Masisak said: “That is an interesting one to 
consider. The Devils certainly need more good players, but if they 
wanted Johnson at $5 million for the next three years, they could have 
just claimed him off waivers. New Jersey has several needs to complete 
their long-standing rebuild, but ‘small-ish middle six forwards’ is 
something they are pretty well stocked with at the moment. If the Lighting 
were to make the first-round pick further into the future, that could make it 
more intriguing, given the chances for it not being at the end of the round. 
Vatanen is certainly available and Wood is far from untouchable.” 

The wishful thinking proposals 

Alex Volkov, Jan Rutta, 2021 first-round pick to the Predators for 
defenseman Dante Fabbro. — Kyle P. 

“Why would Nashville trade Fabbro?” Button asked. “The only way 
they’re trading Fabbro is if they’re robbing someone. No way David Poile 
makes that trade, not today, not tomorrow, not ever.” 

Lightning send a second-round pick, some prospect I don’t know, and 
one of the young forwards (Barre-Boulet, Colton, Joseph, Volkov) to Red 
Wings for defenseman Filip Hronek. — Adam M. 

It’s hard to evaluate that one since Tampa Bay doesn’t have a second-
rounder in each of the next two years, and not sure what “some prospect 
I don’t know” would be. No matter what, Hronek is a pipe dream. He’s a 
defenseman they’re building around in Detroit. 

“Not a chance they’re moving Hronek,” Button said. “You can get him if 
you want to trade a really good player. You want to trade Sergachev? 
Then you’d be able to get Hronek.” 

Lightning send Cal Foote, Tyler Johnson, 2021 third-rounder and “some 
other contract to balance cap” to Penguins for defenseman Kris Letang. 
—Jacob J. 

This one has a lot to unpack. Letang has one year left on his deal at 
$7.25 million. There may have been some big changes in Pittsburgh, with 
GM Jim Rutherford stepping down and replaced by Ron Hextall, but still 
think they’re in the win-now mode as long as Sidney Crosby and Evgeni 
Malkin are there. 

“Letang has played terrific for the Penguins this year, he’s a good player,” 
Button said. “The Penguins are fighting for a playoff spot and they want 
to compete. They’re not trading Kris Letang, no way.” 

‘This is crazy’ proposal 

Lightning send Steven Stamkos, Anthony Cirelli and some picks to 
Sabres for Jack Eichel. — Christian E. 

Oh boy. While I wouldn’t be surprised if Eichel is eventually traded, 
considering the mess the Sabres are turning into, this is not going to be 
the deal that does it (for either team). First off, the Lightning aren’t trading 
Stamkos, who has a full no-move clause and I doubt would want to go to 
Buffalo. Who wouldn’t love a Brayden Point-Jack Eichel one-two punch 
up the middle? But the Lightning are really happy with Point-Cirelli and 
their captain here for another few Cup runs. 

Honorable mentions 

Lightning send fifth-round pick to Penguins for defenseman Chad 
Ruhwedel. — Robert W. 

Ruhwedel, a 30-year-old right shot, would be another depth option, and 
he has another year left on his deal that’s pretty cheap $750,000. 

“He’s a bottom pair defenseman, a depth guy,” Button said. “I like him 
better than Hakanpaa. He can play more. He fills that area of your roster 
down the defense group, but he plays hard, he’s competitive. He’s not 
highly-skilled, but he’s smart and knows how to play. You can try to trade 
a pick for him or mid-level prospect.” 

Lightning send Alex Volkov or Mathieu Joseph to Predators for Erik 
Haula. — Mason S. 

Haula, 29, hasn’t had a great year for the Predators (not many of their 
players have) and is a pending UFA. He’d come relatively cheap, though 
you’d have to decide if he’s an upgrade over the forwards Tampa Bay 
already has. Hard to see the Lightning trading younger players under 
contract for this. 

“In my description, he fits,” Button said. “He’s a really good skater, he’s 
disruptive. He can make you feel really uncomfortable. Ryan Dzingel has 
moved around, but he’s another player who can play up and down your 
lineup and help in a specific area. He’s lively, brings speed, penalty 
killing. Those players have value.” 

Lightning send Tyler Johnson, Alex Barre-Boulet and a first-round pick to 
Sabres for Brandon Montour and a 2021 third rounder. —RJ D. 
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Other than Johnson likely not wanting to go to Buffalo, this seems like a 
lot to give up for Montour when it comes to giving up a first-round pick 
and Barre-Boulet. Montour is a player Tampa Bay has talked about at 
previous deadlines, and has around $1.8 million left in cap hit for the rest 
of the season. 
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Kirby Dach’s return will improve — but further complicate — Blackhawks’ 
center situation 

 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST   

Mar 16, 2021, 6:30am CDT 

 

Kirby Dach could return to the Blackhawks lineup in about a month, 
pushing the team’s other centers down the depth chart. Getty 

Kirby Dach remains likely at least a month away from returning to the 
Blackhawks’ lineup. 

But when it comes to the Hawks’ playoff hopes, every game the 
recovering 20-year-old center manages to play in at the end of this 
season will be immensely helpful. 

The Hawks’ need for another top-six center — or two, although Jonathan 
Toews’ return timeline is infinitely cloudier than Dach’s — has been 
especially noticeable lately with rookies Pius Suter and Philipp Kurashev 
experiencing simultaneous dips. 

The Hawks have mainly used Suter as their first-line center, although 
Kurashev has also seen time there. But Suter and Kurashev have only 
four and three points, respectively, in the Hawks’ last 14 games, so David 
Kampf skated between Patrick Kane and Alex DeBrincat on Monday. 

“It’s not a surprise that it’s a challenge sometimes when it’s your first year 
in the league trying to take that much responsibility,” coach Jeremy 
Colliton said. “There’s not many rookies playing in the first-line center 
spot across the league. So we’re trying to help them carry that load, 
respond to the challenge and keep at a high level.” 

Both Suter, who excels at puck retrieval, and Kurashev, whose 
stickhandling leads to flashes of brilliance, have shown promise despite 
their recent downturns. But they’re clearly not first-line centers right now. 

Dach, depending on how rusty he’ll be coming off his wrist injury and how 
smoothly he continues the exponential growth curve he demonstrated in 
2019-20, might be. He’ll certainly be the Hawks’ best option. 

When he returns, though, the lower rungs of the center depth chart will 
become even more complicated. 

Dylan Strome’s concussion recovery timeline is also cloudy, but he has 
been far more effective as a center than as a wing during his young 
career. The real question is whether he’s capable of being a second-line 
center, and results on that front earlier this season were bearish. 

Kampf has been overslotted lately but is reliable and consistent 
defensively. Ryan Carpenter can play center, although he’s mainly been 
used on the wing. Carl Soderberg and Lucas Wallmark have added 
depth this year. 

Add Suter and Kurashev into that mix, and suddenly the Hawks arguably 
have too many centers — pushing Strome, Soderberg and Wallmark 
could potentially onto the trading block. 

There are logical reasons to trade each, but also logical reasons to keep 
each. There’s also the fact that the Hawks would have to decide before 
the April 12 trade deadline — likely before Dach actually returns. 

Wallmark, who hasn’t found a steady role in Chicago, and his expiring 
contract could fetch a late-round pick. The Hawks wouldn’t feel much 
heartburn parting ways, although Colliton did say Monday he has liked 
Wallmark during his most recent stint in the lineup. 

Soderberg will be an unrestricted free agent this summer and does have 
some trade value, with 12 points in 25 games. He’s an interesting case, 
as his even-strength possession stats have been awful lately (22.4% 
scoring chance ratio over his last six appearances) but were good before 
that: 54.4% over the six previous appearances. 

He’s also been a great net-front presence, particularly on the power play. 

“[Carl has] created some goals that he hasn’t gotten any points on,” 
Colliton said recently. “But because he’s there...a half-chance becomes a 
great opportunity... He’s been a nice addition.” 

And Strome, despite slowly fading from relevance this year, just signed a 
two-year contract with a $3 million cap hit in January and could arguably 
still be considered part of the team’s young core. The Hawks would 
demand a high price for him on the market. 

The Hawks will nonetheless need to soon determine some solutions for 
their center conundrum, both to fill the holes in the top two lines — 
presumably partly with Dach — and to sort out the logjam below that. 
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Blackhawks sign Slavin to entry-level contract 

 

John Dietz 

Follow @johndietzdh  

Updated 

3/16/2021 10:18 PM 

 

The Blackhawks agreed to terms Tuesday with forward Josiah Slavin on 
a two-year entry-level contract that runs through the 2022-23 season. 

The deal carries a salary cap hit of $842,500. 

Slavin, who was a seventh-round pick in 2018, will report to Rockford on 
an amateur tryout. 

Slavin led Colorado College with 8 assists and 13 points this season. 
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The Athletic / What’ll it take to get sports fans back to Canadian venues 
amid COVID-19 pandemic? ‘We’re not going to rush’ 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald Mar 16, 2021  

 

Fans returning to watch the Maple Leafs or Raptors at Scotiabank Arena 
will notice changes whenever the doors are allowed to re-open, from an 
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email they might receive beforehand to how tickets are handled at the 
gate, but the executive in charge of the building says some changes will 
be too subtle to notice. 

Like changes to the air they breathe, for example. 

“You’re not going to see that,” said Nick Eaves, who is chief venues and 
operations officer with Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment. “But you’re 
probably going to be conditioned to want to know that, in this 
environment where there’s been so much talk of that sort of thing, those 
changes have been made.” 

On Monday, the company announced its flagship venue had become the 
first Canadian arena to receive assent from the International WELL 
Building Institute, which assesses and grades elements such as air 
quality and cleanliness. In its news release, MLSE was careful to point 
out the “exact timeline for fans returning to venues for events remains 
undetermined.” 

Fans across the United States have been returning — in reduced 
numbers — to arenas and stadiums for weeks amid the ongoing COVID-
19 pandemic. In Buffalo, N.Y., down the highway from Toronto, the 
Sabres will admit a limited number of fans into KeyBank Center for the 
first time on Saturday. 

Seating capacity has increased to 20 per cent for NHL games in Las 
Vegas. The Raptors have been able to open the doors to fans in their 
temporary home of Tampa, Fla. The Texas Rangers are in a position to 
potentially host a crowd of more than 40,000 for their season-opener next 
month. (This plan is, to put it mildly, not universally embraced.) 

CARDBOARD IS OUT. HUMANS ARE IN. 

SINGLE GAME TICKETS GO ON SALE NEXT WEEK! 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/AYIVAKR2UV 

— TEXAS RANGERS (@RANGERS) MARCH 15, 2021 

In Canada, the conversation around when to allow fans back into 
professional sporting events has been held mostly through whispers. 

“Quite frankly, in Canada, they err on the side of caution, and rightfully 
so,” said Dr. Isaac Bogoch, an infectious diseases specialist based at 
Toronto General Hospital. “They really do their best to keep the public 
safe. They’re public health, and they act like it here.” 

Ottawa Senators owner Eugene Melnyk drew widespread criticism for a 
social media post in January, when he touted a “robust public safety 
plan” that would allow 6,000 fans inside Canadian Tire Centre during the 
winter months of a global pandemic. The post was subsequently deleted. 

Earlier this month, the Edmonton Sun reported that the Oilers submitted 
a 50-page document to provincial officials in a bid to clear the path 
toward welcoming fans back into their arena. Alberta Health Services did 
not return messages left by The Athletic. 

In British Columbia, Provincial Health Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry said 
restrictions are reviewed regularly. 

“We’re not going to rush to get things open, but we will take a thoughtful, 
careful and phased approach over the next few weeks,” she said in a 
briefing earlier this month. “I like to think of it as slowly turning up the dial 
again rather than flicking a switch because we know that we’re not yet in 
a place where we can go back to our pre-pandemic gatherings.” 

On March 8, Toronto moved into the so-called “grey zone” of Ontario’s 
pandemic response framework, meaning all indoor organized events and 
social gatherings are forbidden beyond members of the same household. 
Under the current rules, up to 50 spectators are allowed for indoor events 
whenever the city is moved into the yellow zone, and up to 100 for 
outdoor events. 

Bogoch, who is also a veteran beer league player, said any discussion 
about fans returning to watch pro sports would have to be tied to the 
pace of vaccination on a country-wide level, along with the rates of 
infection and hospital and healthcare capacity. 

“Having said all that: Even with ventilation, even with masks, even with 
physical distancing, I would be very, very cautious about large indoor 
gatherings,” he said. “Because there’s the possibility that you can 
promote the transmission of the virus.” 

Fans might be spread apart when they are seated in an arena, but he 
said there are questions to answer about how they get to the game and 
whether crowding on public transit would be an issue. He said mask 
mandates could be enforced, but asked what happens to those masks 
when fans eat a hot dog or sip from their beer. 

“People can still get sick,” said Bogoch. “You’ll probably start to see 
restrictions lifted when you have more widespread vaccine rollout, and 
sustained reduction in cases and a healthcare system that’s had some 
pressure valves released.” 

Dr. Nitin Mohan, a physician epidemiologist and assistant professor at 
Western University, in London, Ont., said increased safety protocols 
inside and outside an arena would help, but with the virus still in wide 
circulation, communities would still be playing in probabilities. 

“You have to think that, in that one per cent or two per cent chance that 
someone does bypass the protocols, they could be the super-spreader,” 
he said. “You’re decreasing risk, but that risk is somewhat exponential 
depending on who that person ends up becoming.” 

Mohan suggested a conversation could begin once Canadian vaccination 
rates reach the range of 60 to 70 per cent. 

“At that point, you can say, ‘We’re at the point where we can start talking 
about this more seriously,’” he said. “I think, before that, it’s a bit difficult 
to start thinking about a timeline.” 

The Canadian Football League suspended its entire season last year, 
and it has not yet announced plans for this year. The Blue Jays are 
opening their year in Dunedin, Fla., and it is not clear whether they will 
play a single inning of the 2021 season in Toronto. 

A handful of concerts and shows scheduled for the summer and fall were 
being advertised on Scotiabank Arena’s website on Monday afternoon, 
including Justin Bieber (July), Rage Against The Machine (July), Trevor 
Noah (October) and Enrique Iglesias and Ricky Martin (October). It is not 
clear how many — if any at all — will proceed as scheduled. 

Eaves, the MLSE executive, said the decisions will fall to public health 
officials. He said MLSE has had discussions about arrival times for fans, 
as well as dedicated gate entry and specific zones for fans inside the 
seating areas. (Changes have also been made to air circulation inside 
the building, he said. Fans might also expect more communication from 
the company before they arrive on a game day, and tickets will be 
contact-less.) 

“There’s a significant continuum of things that we’ll be doing, from pre-
event communication to arrival, through event and departure,” he said. 
“But that’s not set yet, because it’s an ongoing dialogue with public health 
and others.” 
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The Athletic / Duhatschek: 10 teams that have to make a deal by the 
NHL trade deadline 

 

By Eric Duhatschek Mar 16, 2021  

 

It’s approaching the happiest time of the year for hockey fans – the NHL 
trade deadline. As in most years, there are some teams that want to 
make a trade and there are some that feel they have to make a trade. 

As always, there’ll be the Stanley Cup contenders, who believe a single 
piece or two can make the difference in helping them win a championship 
and are bidding on reinforcements. The reality is, nine years out of 10, 
that theory proves to be wishful thinking and they expend precious 
resources only to come up short at the end. 

Happily, last year proved to be an exception – the Tampa Bay Lightning 
added two contributing pieces, Blake Coleman (from the Devils) and 
Barclay Goodrow (from the Sharks), to its stable of depth forwards. 
Ultimately, their grit and two-way play contributed to getting the Lightning 
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over the hump (though the cost, a first-round pick for each, was 
prohibitive). But the NHL is a copy-cat league, meaning that recency bias 
will likely only increase at this year’s deadline. If you’re one of the teams 
that believe it is close – the Avalanche, Bruins, Golden Knights – the 
temptation is going to be great to fill that one perceived gap in their 
respective lineups. 

Then there are the other teams that are simply hot messes – teams that 
had medium-high hopes entering the season, only to see those hopes 
dashed once play actually started. The Sabres. The Predators. The 
Canucks. The Flames. The Blue Jackets. Maybe a few others, too. 

If you’re trying to fix the chemistry of your underachieving team, 
sometimes the trade deadline is the best time to do it because that’s the 
moment when contenders get singularly motivated to make a move and 
sometimes will consider paying a premium to get the desired piece. 

There’s nothing like an auction to extract maximum value for a player. 
The trade deadline is also a great time to dump overpriced players. No 
one has more bad money on the books than the Sharks. If there’s ever a 
time to start dangling expensive vets, this is it, especially expensive vets 
on expiring contracts, or ones with limited term remaining on their deals. 

Let’s look more closely at 10 teams, spread over a few broad categories, 
just to see analyze what they might attempt. 

The “hot mess” category 

Buffalo Sabres 

The Sabres’ 16 points puts them dead last in the NHL. They’ve lost 11 in 
a row and have only four regulation victories in their first 26 games. In the 
offseason, the Sabres added Taylor Hall’s skill and Eric Staal’s 
leadership. If you factored in the development of their young nucleus, it 
was reasonable to think this was a team that could compete in a tough, 
deep division. It didn’t happen. In fact, it went the other way. 

GM Kevyn Adams reiterated his disappointment in the team’s 
performance in a Zoom call last week and the suspicion is he’s open for 
business. So, let’s see what the Sabres can offer. Jack Eichel is the 
sexiest name on the list, but trading a $10 million franchise player mid-
season (who is currently dealing with an injury) is logistically problematic. 
Once in a while, GMs will surprise you will their boldness, but mostly, 
those sorts of trades happen in the offseason. 

A $9 million per season Jeff Skinner seems untradeable, even if Buffalo 
were to absorb half the contract. Sam Reinhart has had a decent season 
goal-scoring wise, and at 25, earning $5.2 million, he’ll be a restricted 
free agent when this year ends, but remains under a team’s control. He 
has value. 

Staal, at $3.25 million, on an expiring contract, could provide leadership – 
a return to Carolina would be a natural. Hall has a full no-move, but at $8 
million on an expiring deal he is going to tempt a contender – and then 
it’ll just be up to Hall to sign off on the deal. But if he wants to escape a 
sinking ship, this could be a good time to execute an exit strategy. The 
Sabres also have two inexpensive depth players on expiring contracts, 
Tobias Rieder and Riley Sheahan. Trading young players that haven’t 
quite found their NHL stride doesn’t happen often in the NHL, but there 
would be interest in Casey Mittelstadt, who might benefit from a fresh 
start elsewhere. 

On defense, the 26-year-old Brandon Montour, a pending UFA, would 
probably attract the most genuine interest. Montour plays the third-most 
minutes on the team and has an offensive side that hasn’t been unlocked 
with the Sabres. Maybe the most intriguing player on the Sabres outside 
of Eichel is defenseman Rasmus Ristolainen, 26, with this year and next 
left on a contract that pays him $5.4 million. There are two downsides to 
trading for Ristolainen: One is that you’d almost certainly have to find a 
way of fitting him on your protected list for the Seattle expansion draft 
and two, if you wanted to give up any assets of consequence for him, 
you’d have to get some indication he’d like to commit to your organization 
for the longer term. But if you could satisfy yourself on both those fronts, 
Ristolainen would be a potential difference-maker on the blue line and 
those sorts of players rarely spring loose at the deadline. 

Nashville Predators 

There are some similarities between Buffalo and Nashville. The 
Predators had a nice offseason on paper, getting out from under Kyle 
Turris’s contract, getting four reasonably priced vets to agree to terms 
right out of the free-agency gates (Nick Cousins, Brad Richardson, Mark 
Borowiecki and Matt Benning) and then adding two more just before 
training camps opened (Mikael Granlund, Erik Haula), all at very 
reasonable rates. But the chemistry never materialized and the 
bounceback years from Ryan Johansen and Matt Duchene didn’t 
happen. Now with seven players on IR (Roman Josi, Duchene, 
Richardson, Ryan Ellis, Luke Kunin, Juuse Saros and Luca Sbisa), it 
looks like a lost season in Nashville. 

The single most attractive player on their roster is defenseman Mattias 
Ekholm, the No. 1 player on The Athletic’s trade board. Ekholm is 30, has 
this and next year remaining on a contract that pays him only $3.75 
million and after Josi is either their second or third-best defenceman. 
Moreover, since coming back from injury, Ekholm has been one of the 
few bright spots on the team. The lineup for Ekholm should be long and 
thus it’s reasonable to think GM David Poile can extract a big price if 
indeed Ekholm makes it to market. 

But the Predators also have a long list of reasonable rentals (Granlund, 
Haula, Richardson) or players with reasonable term (Cousins, 
Borowiecki, Kunin, Calle Jarnkrok) that they could move. Duchene and 
Johansen likely are owed too much money ($8 million apiece) and have 
too much term remaining on their contracts to elicit anything more than 
lukewarm interest, unless two teams can get reasonably creative. 

Anaheim Ducks 

The Ducks are at an interesting point in their transition – a number of the 
young players they’ve been patiently developing are showing signs of life 
at the NHL level, including Max Comtois, Max Jones and Isac 
Lundestrom, and the belief is Trevor Zegras will eventually become a star 
in the league. They’re all attractively priced right now and under team 
control for a while. More good news: Ryan Getzlaf is on an expiring 
contract, worth $8.25 million, and even if Getzlaf plays beyond the year, it 
will be for far less money. 

When you factor in that David Backes’ $4.5 million contract also comes 
off the books after this year while Corey Perry’s buyout charge drops 
from $6.625 million to only $2 million, that’s about $15 million worth of 
cap space that frees up in Anaheim next year. The Ducks do have a 
surplus of young forwards all pushing for NHL spots, which could mean 
the end of the line for Danton Heinen ($2.8 million). Rickard Rakell is in a 
little different spot – 27 years old, signed for this year and next at a very 
reasonable $3.789 million. Lately, Rakell has come to life after a glacially 
slow start; if the Ducks believe they are deep enough on the wings, and 
truly make him available, he would command a high premium in the trade 
market. 

By contrast, to move Adam Henrique, signed for $5.825 million per 
season until the end of 2023-24, would probably require the Ducks to 
absorb up to half the cap hit. 

Probably the most attractive bit of trade bait is Josh Manson, 29, a right-
shot defenseman earning $4.1 million for this year and next, but 
someone who has had a difficult time staying healthy. But when he is, 
Manson is a tough, edgy player to play against. Manson and Rakell are 
both attractive assets, but they likely wouldn’t come cheaply. 

The “contenders that need an upgrade” category 

Boston Bruins 

For years, the Bruins, Maple Leafs and Lightning were grouped together 
jockeying for a favorable seeding in the competitive Atlantic Division. This 
year, they get a break from one another. The Bruins look good in goal, 
but desperately need some secondary scoring and are dangerously thin 
on the blue line after allowing Torey Krug and Zdeno Chara to leave as 
free agents. The good news is, there are some defensive upgrades that 
they could conceivably manage. 

Ekholm, as noted above, would be a singularly brilliant add. Other 
options that would fit the bill on a shorter-term basis include Ryan Murray 
from the Devils, David Savard from Columbus, Jamie Oleksiak from 
Dallas and Montour, from the Sabres. 
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Back when Arizona was listening on defenseman Oliver Ekman-Larsson, 
the Bruins were one of two teams for which he was prepared to waive his 
no-move clause. Odds are slim they can resurrect those talks, but 
Arizona does have five UFA defensemen on expiring contracts, including 
Alex Goligoski and Niklas Hjalmarsson (you’d have to negotiate away the 
no-trade clause there, however). 

But there will be defensemen on offer and it’s hard to imagine the Bruins 
won’t be at the front of the queue to add one as they gear up for another 
push with the championship window open but not forever. In the search 
for scoring depth, Rakell from Anaheim or Kyle Palmieri from the Devils 
would add enormous value as well. 

Colorado Avalanche 

On paper and when healthy, the Avalanche look like the class of the 
Western Conference. Only two problems: They haven’t been healthy and 
the injuries have limited the effectiveness of key performers such as Cale 
Makar and Nathan MacKinnon, and it has left them with really only one 
reliable goaltending option, Philipp Grubauer. In the same way that 
Boston has perceived needs on the blue line and up front, it is hard to 
imagine the Avalanche will stick with the status quo in goal, unless they 
are completely convinced that whatever the lower-body injury that is 
keeping Pavel Francouz out of the lineup is going to heal in time for him 
to return to play and get up to speed before the end of the season. 

Injuries to their goaltending undermined the Avalanche in their playoff 
loss to Dallas in last summer’s bubble. If the Stars were to fall out of 
contention, wouldn’t it be something if the short-term solution in Colorado 
turns out to be Anton Khudobin? Other more realistic options: Jonathan 
Bernier from Detroit or Antti Raanta from Arizona, who put on a 
goaltending clinic vs. the Avs last Wednesday night. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Toronto’s most pressing need for an upgrade is at forward, where the 
offseason departures of Andreas Johnsson and Kasperi Kapanen have 
left them a little thin beyond the big four up front. The Predators’ 
Granlund has been linked to the Leafs in some speculative circles, but 
repatriating Josh Leivo would be an inexpensive insurance policy and 
someone such as Boone Jenner, 27, at $3.75 million for this year and 
next might be a nice fit as well. 

The “mushy middle” category 

Minnesota Wild 

The Wild look really good right now, probably the best of the teams 
bunched on the playoff cusp, so that almost always leads to uncertainty 
among the decision makers. Do you really want to tamper with the 
chemistry that seems to be evolving? Maybe not. Maybe standing pat 
isn’t the worst idea in the world. But with Jim Rutherford currently not 
working, the Wild’s Bill Guerin has moved to the top of the ranks of GMs 
unafraid to make moves. And if Guerin wants to be bold, he could dangle 
Matt Dumba on the market, given that if he doesn’t move Dumba either 
at the deadline or just before the expansion draft, he’s got a protection 
issue. 

The Wild are thin at center, and two of their centers, Nick Bonino and 
Nick Bjugstad, are both on expiring contracts. Bonino’s success in 
playoffs past could make him an intriguing target at the deadline, though 
often in a situation like that a team decides to keep a proven playoff 
performer as their “own” rental. Ian Cole, who was added earlier this year 
from Colorado, has a similar successful playoff pedigree. 

Zach Parise’s AAV on a $7.538 million contract that also has a full no-
move is and will continue to be problematic and it’s unlikely to be 
addressed at the trade deadline. With Guerin, the good news is you can 
expect the unexpected. Maybe he can engineer something creative to 
deepen his center-ice corps. 

Calgary Flames 

The coaching change, from Geoff Ward to Darryl Sutter, has created a 
greater level of uncertainty over Calgary’s trade-deadline plans. In 
February, the agent representing Sam Bennett asked the team to explore 
a change of scenery for his client, which led to talks on that front that 
haven’t gone anywhere, largely because what the Flames deem his 
value to differ from how potential trading partners view him. There has 

also been a great deal of clamor in recent years to change the nucleus in 
Calgary because the Flames haven’t had any playoff success with the 
current group. 

With Sutter aboard, for this year and for two additional years, everything 
will be on hold, until such time as he can evaluate for himself which 
players will suit his system and which need to go. It’s unlikely that 
assessment can be completed before the trade deadline. If they do fall 
further out of contention, it’s possible they’ll be sellers but other than 
Bennett or a depth piece such as Leivo, it’s hard to see a lot of major 
moves in Calgary until the offseason. 

The “hang the for sale sign” category 

Detroit Red Wings 

Not much was expected from the Red Wings this season and they’ve 
certainly lived up those underwhelming expectations. Tyler Bertuzzi’s 
been hurt most of the year, Dylan Larkin also missed a handful of games 
with injury, Anthony Mantha’s production has been so-so and Filip Zadina 
has a way to go yet until he gets established as a top-six NHL forward. 

There are some rentals available – five UFAs up front including Bobby 
Ryan and Darren Helm, three on the blue line, including Marc Staal, 
Patrik Nemeth and Jon Merrill and one intriguing piece in goal in Bernier. 
Bernier, as an insurance policy on a contending team, probably has the 
greatest value here, unless they legitimately start listening on Mantha. 

Ottawa Senators 

Unlike the Red Wings, there have been real strides made in Ottawa this 
season, where the young up-and-down Senators have been a persistent 
thorn in the sides of some playoff hopefuls. UFA Ryan Dzingel probably 
has some value as a rental up front and both Mike Reilly and Erik 
Gudbranson are on expiring contracts. Ottawa doesn’t have a ton to sell 
and really has no urgency to dump players at the deadline because the 
Senators have their payroll under reasonable control. 

But if you’re a Canadian team trying to make a deal and at the same time 
avoid the 14-day quarantine that would accompany any player arriving 
from a U.S. team, the Senators can expect to get calls on their UFAs and 
maybe even a few signed players, such as Chris Tierney, Connor Brown 
or Austin Watson. Is it just me or does Watson seem like a Darryl Sutter 
type of player? 

New Jersey Devils 

The Devils fell off the pace after a promising start and in what is arguably 
the deepest division in the league, seem unlikely to contend for a playoff 
spot . But while the pickings might be slim on the league’s other also-
rans, the Devils actually could be listening on a lot of attractive assets. 

Up front, Kyle Palmieri, Nikita Gusev and Travis Zajac are all on expiring 
contracts. On defense, Ryan Murray, Sami Vatanen and Dmitry Kulikov 
are all UFAs as well. In goal, it’s the same for Aaron Dell and Scott 
Wedgewood. Once this year ends, the Devils could be the envy of the 
league’s accounting departments given how little money they have 
committed to players going forward (PK Subban’s $9 million for this year 
and next being the one exception). 

Part of husbanding that money is to pay for the inevitable raises that will 
go to Jack Hughes, Ty Smith and others. But if the Devils can judiciously 
sell at this year’s deadline, they’ll be in a position to spend, spend, spend 
going forward – at a time when everyone else will be trying to shed, 
shed, shed salary. They will be worth monitoring, a team that could be 
genuinely impactful at the deadline. 
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The best quote I’ve ever heard about life in the NHL came several years 
ago from Winnipeg GM Kevin Cheveldayoff. 

“There are only two moods,” he said. “Winning and hell.” 

It’s the truth, and it struck me for about the thousandth time Saturday 
night after Buffalo lost 3–0 to Pittsburgh. 

No matter what, Sabres coach Ralph Krueger contorts to project 
positivity, but I’ve never seen him look as ashen as he did following that 
game. Then came Monday’s 6-0 defeat to Washington, the team’s 11th 
in a row. Told the Sabres looked like they quit on him, Krueger replied, “I 
don’t feel the quit of anybody.” 

Next up was Sam Reinhart. Asked by Buffalo News columnist Mike 
Harrington to provide evidence the players haven’t quit on each other, 
Krueger or the fans, Reinhart replied, “I don’t know what you want me to 
say, Mike. It’s not a good result…. Love the group of guys, love the 
coach — the result isn’t good enough.” 

There are 29 more games of this. 

With COVID protocols so restrictive, this season is hard enough to play 
when you’re winning. Losing? Off-the-charts miserable. Everything about 
this is hard to watch. 

Teams aren’t eager to spend a dollar more than they have to, and I get 
that at a time when they’re haemorrhaging cash. It might actually be a 
relief for Krueger if the Sabres change coaches, but he’s under contract 
for another season at approximately $3.75 million. No doubt ownership is 
looking at that and saying, “Really?” 

But that philosophy will bleed into 2021–22, when teams are hoping to 
begin their pandemic recoveries. Buffalo is one of the NHL’s great 
markets — a passionate fan base, and a true driver of league business 
and interest. Starting Saturday, a limited number of fans will be allowed 
in KeyBank Center for games, but multiple reports indicate interest is soft 
— a decade of futility ballooning into a nuclear mushroom cloud. 

Fans and media are clamouring for trades, but those won’t be easy. 
There’s budget/cap constipation all around the NHL. And there’s always 
a danger about dealing when you’re desperate. The sharks in the water 
are throwing you anvils, not life preservers. 

From what I can tell, GM Kevyn Adams has a sensible plan. He’s testing 
the market on his players and gauging the possibility of a post–Jack 
Eichel future. I think that’s the right approach, but my concern is how you 
get there from here. 

Should this be Buffalo’s future — another rebuild with an Eichel-sized 
hole in the middle — you must give yourself the best opportunity to 
thrive. The Sabres staff is thin — likely the thinnest in the NHL. As more 
and more scouts from other teams return to the road, they don’t see 
much Sabres representation. Video scouting is absolutely necessary, 
and they’ve definitely made that investment. However, you cannot use it 
as an excuse to eliminate boots on the ground, especially now that the 
Canadian junior leagues are revving up. You might get 25 to 30 views of 
draft eligibles between now and the 2021 selections. 

There’s at least one NHL team that hired several “bird dogs” to provide 
coverage in areas they felt they couldn’t get to. You must go the extra 
mile. That’s my biggest question about the organization. If you’re going to 
change your core to try a new direction — again — are you giving 
yourselves the best opportunity? 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

1. Toronto’s Kyle Dubas confirms he’s all in. The last two weeks haven’t 
been great, but the vast majority of the season’s been strong. He’s going 
for the best forward he can get and their top prospects are on the table. 
No Boston or Tampa Bay until at least the third round. Crazy not to take 
the leap. 

2. Cheveldayoff tends to me more careful with his wording — but it’s 
clear the Jets like their team. They’ve got the goalie, they’ve got great 

forwards, they can play any style you want. No Colorado or St. Louis or 
Vegas until at least the third round. 

They need one more defender. Could be Mattias Ekholm or David 
Savard — the former with term, the latter without. Savard is the easier fit 
because he’s a right shot, a lower trade price and a heckuva player. 
Ekholm is a stud and can go on your power play, but is a higher price, 
and the lefty shot means you move people around. Whatever. 

If it were me, I’m getting one. 

3. As things stood Tuesday morning, it sounds like Ekholm is the belle of 
the trading ball. We’re a month away from the deadline, but the poker 
game is underway with the Predators demanding a high price. Boston 
and Winnipeg are there. I always assume there are others. I’m not 
convinced Philadelphia is going to do it — not certain they feel this is the 
year to pay the cost. (Of course, whenever I say that to people, they 
reply, “Come on, these are the Flyers you’re talking about.” Maybe the 
Chuck Fletcher/Dean Lombardi Flyers are different.) 

Toronto considered it, but that’s a left side of Ekholm, Jake Muzzin and 
Morgan Rielly. Is there enough ice time that makes sense? I’ve also 
wondered about Edmonton; Ekholm would look good there. But after 
listening to GM Ken Holland last week, it sounds like he wants to build up 
draft/prospect capital, not erase it. 

4. Nashville’s made it clear the Los Angeles/Toronto Muzzin deal is the 
template for Ekholm. That was a first rounder, a second rounder the 
previous season (Sean Durzi) and Carl Grundstrom, who was in the AHL 
at the time and has played 25 of 27 career games this year. 

One wrinkle is the comfort level with 2021 selections. The draft is staying 
in July, and there are varying degrees of willingness to accept those 
picks, especially if a trade involves more than one. The team giving up 
futures is generally more willing to trade choices from 2021; the teams 
receiving them are asking about 2022. 

5. Things can always change, but the price is also high for Anaheim’s 
Rickard Rakell. Calgary wouldn’t pay it, and I’m not sure there’s a match 
with Toronto. The Ducks, I think, want young players with a little more of 
an NHL track record for him. 

In this job, you try to understand the personalities you’re dealing with. 
One thing I’ve learned about GM Bob Murray is he can think, “Not ready 
to do this, not ready to do this,” and then decide, “Okay, I’m ready,” 
almost catching people by surprise. Let’s see where it goes with Rakell. 

6. I heard the Ducks were asked about Max Jones, but that’s a no go. 
He’s been very good. We will see where things go with talented Troy 
Terry. 

In a quiet NHL trade market, the Ducks are quacking 

7. Sounds like New Jersey and Kyle Palmieri have begun conversations 
about his future. Nothing imminent, and I’m not making any predictions, 
but it’s underway. Could see Boston, the Islanders (assuming Anders 
Lee doesn’t return during the regular season) and Toronto for him. 

8. You saw how tough the quarantine was on 22-year-old Pierre-Luc 
Dubois, in prime physical condition. There’s a concern about its effect on 
Eric Staal, who is 36 (although in better shape than your average 
television commentator). That will be a factor in any Canadian 
possibilities for him. 

9. Detroit’s going to be interesting, too. To date, we’ve focused on the 
pending free agents: Sam Gagner, Luke Glendening, Bobby Ryan, Marc 
Staal. Not that GM Steve Yzerman reveals much, but he’s going to 
consider almost anything. I don’t think Dylan Larkin, Lucas Raymond or 
Moritz Seider are going anywhere, but other than them? I think there’s 
interest in Jonathan Bernier. He’s battled hard there. 

10. No disputing Vancouver should be interested in keeping Tanner 
Pearson, but how can it work? Thatcher Demko’s number is rising, and 
he’s two years from unrestricted free agency. They could always punt it 
to arbitration, but that doesn’t solve the long-term issues. Add term to 
Demko, combine it with Quinn Hughes and Elias Pettersson, and that’s 
what — $20 million between them? That’s assuming short-term for the 
latter two, which seems the likelier option. 
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11. Marc Bergevin confirmed that Ben Chiarot is likely a regular-season 
return, so an add won’t fit under the cap. There was a time I thought 
they’d try to move Tomas Tatar to create room, but I don’t believe that’s 
happening. I also don’t sense any rush to decide Jordan Harris’s future. 
Taken 71st in 2018, his NCAA Northeastern season ended last weekend, 
and there’s time to figure out how he and the Canadiens wish to proceed. 
Harris has one more season of college eligibility, then can be an 
unrestricted free agent. 

12. Brian Boyle wakes up every morning, drives his son to the bus at 
7:45, then heads for training and a skate with either the local junior team 
or some Ivy League players who, unfortunately, didn’t get to play this 
season. 

“I get to be a dad, and the kids get a little continuity,” he said Monday 
night. 

However, the big forward keeps himself in shape for a reason: he wants 
to continue his 805-game NHL career. 

“I miss it,” he said. “I didn’t expect it to go this way. When I watch games, 
I think I can still play with how I feel and how my body feels.” 

Boyle heard from several teams in the off-season. 

“No one was saying no to the possibility. It would be one thing if 
everyone was saying no. It was more like … waiting. I understand, it’s the 
way of the world — everything is screwed up because of the cap and 
COVID. But I know I’m not done, and I’m ready for anything.” 

At 36, he’s watched some of the players in his age range, and how 
they’ve adjusted to the schedule. One is Joe Pavelski, who is five months 
older. 

“With less travel, less video, less scouting … you can see how Pavelski 
and Sidney Crosby will themselves to turn it on. You can thrive with 
veteran savvy.” 

As I was writing this, I was thinking that it couldn’t hurt for Buffalo to bring 
him in. 

13. Boyle wanted to shout out his trainer, Brian McDonough, who also 
trains Ottawa’s Colin White. 

“When I saw Colin go into the boards in Edmonton (last Wednesday), I 
thought he was gone for awhile. Then he played 17 minutes on Sunday. 
That’s because of Brian’s work with him.” 

14. Colorado is just one of the teams looking for a Blake Coleman type. 
Nice legacy for him (and the Lightning) that his name is being used this 
way. 

15. One team that will consider taking money? Surprising Chicago. The 
Blackhawks are in a position to absorb a contract or two if the assets are 
good enough. 

16. I wondered if Vegas would look for another top-nine forward, but it 
sounds like the Golden Knights are pretty content with their group — 
especially after everything they added last season. 

17. When Dean Lombardi hired Darryl Sutter to coach the Kings in 2012, 
the latter said he was “in the barn” when the GM called. 

“I wasn’t shovelling s--t, I remember that, but I had (earlier) that day.” 

For the record, this time Sutter was at a bull sale. 

18. The Flames are 3-0 since Sutter’s arrival, and one thing is obvious — 
they are slowing down games. It wasn’t as easy to do in Monday night’s 
game against Edmonton. The Oilers force you to play at a faster pace. 
But, in the first two with Montreal, scoring chances were way down. 
According to tracking guru Corey Sznajder’s data (@ShutdownLine), 
there were some noticeable changes in Calgary’s play. Shots created off 
the forecheck were way up, they dumped the puck in more (which fits) 
and were stingier allowing the Canadiens into their zone with possession. 
None of this will surprise anyone when it comes to Sutter, but the 
numbers sure backed the eye test. 

19. Quietly, the Canadian teams are hoping the 14-day cross-border 
quarantine can be lessened. One of the GMs wondered last week if 

trading for a vaccinated player would be an exception. I reached out to 
the Federal Government to find out, and got a no. 

“Scientific evidence is clear that the COVID-19 vaccines approved for 
use in Canada are highly effective at preventing illness,” wrote Martin 
Begin from Health Canada. “However, there is still limited evidence on 
whether someone who received a COVID-19 vaccine is still able to 
transmit the virus…. Vaccinated travellers who are arriving in Canada 
must follow mandatory quarantine and testing requirements, including a 
14-day quarantine, to protect themselves and others from COVID-19. 
Vaccination does not replace this requirement and it is not an element for 
consideration at this time in relation to quarantine exemptions.” 

Still, I don’t think the NHL is giving up hope. If it happens, there are going 
to be a lot of angry snowbirds. 

20. The NHL informed the NHLPA that the 2021 Draft will not be moved 
back from its current July 23-24 date. In negotiations, the NHL offered 
free agency to anyone who would normally have been eligible to re-enter 
this year’s event (as in, previously selected but not signed), and to those 
in the final year of draft eligibility. Important to the NHLPA were: credit 
towards salary arbitration and free agency for those who “lost” a chance 
at an NHL season; one year’s reduction in a team’s signing rights to a 
drafted player; and compensation for signing bonuses lost to a 
delayed/suspended draft. There wasn’t common ground on these issues. 

21. Before the Vegas expansion draft, then-New York Islanders GM 
Garth Snow protected Adam Pelech. At the time, he took a ton of heat, 
as Pelech had played just 53 NHL games. But Snow knew Golden 
Knights architect George McPhee — previously an Islanders consultant 
— liked Pelech. As we’ve learned, there’s a lot to like. Quietly, he’s 
become one the NHL’s top defenders, a critical piece on the East-leading 
Islanders. 

Pelech laughed when I told him I heard the key to success is his older 
brothers. One source: “Adam is tough because his brothers beat the crap 
out of him and made him do crazy stuff growing up.” Matt, 33, was 
drafted 26th overall by Calgary in 2005, played 13 NHL games and 
retired only when COVID ended last season (he was in Belfast). Mike, 
31, was taken 156th by Los Angeles in 2009, and is in his 12th year as a 
pro with the ECHL’s Indy Fuel. 

“My dad used to build a rink in our backyard, and the story my mother 
(Patricia) likes to tell is that when I was three, she looked out the window 
and saw my brothers had put me in the goalie pads,” Adam, 26, said. 
“She ran outside and freaked out.” 

When did they first admit you were the best Pelech? 

“If you ask them, I’m sure they’d say they realized it before I did. They 
are always the first to pump my tires.” 

22. Watching Pelech and Ryan Pulock in the bubble was a real 
revelation; they’re a truly under-appreciated pair. Pelech’s first coach at 
OHL Erie was Robbie Ftorek — “Such a good teacher,” said Pelech — 
who got him on the road to the NHL. 

“He loved guys using the backhand at practice,” Pelech said. “He would 
always say, ‘Stay between your man and the puck, between your man 
and the net, see both the man and the puck.’” 

Do you still follow those rules? 

“It’s tough, but I try,” he said, laughing. 

What does Barry Trotz come at you with? 

“Being more firm — making firm plays. Especially in front of the net, 
winning those battles all of the time.” 

23. One part of the conversation I particularly enjoyed was about 
expectations. Pelech didn’t want to hear about expectations not being 
high for the Islanders at times. 

“For us they are,” he interrupted. “Since day one.” 

He’s a big part of that identity, and is one year away from unrestricted 
free agency. 

“I love it here. I see myself as an Islander.” 
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24. One final note on Pelech: In his third OHL season, Connor McDavid 
showed up. Eight years later, Pelech says his old junior teammate is the 
most challenging opponent. Then he added, “Crosby this year has played 
extremely well. Just Sid being Sid. All the stuff he does protecting the 
puck.” 

25. Players on one-year contracts could sign extensions as of last Friday. 
How many handshakes will we see? “Hey, we’ve got a deal, but nothing 
formal until after the expansion draft”? 

26. Months-old rumour I heard this week: Philadelphia poked around 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson last summer, but a move obviously didn’t happen, 
as his choices were Boston and Vancouver. 

27. It’s a small transaction, but I was happy to see goalie Beck Warm 
signed to an entry-level contract by Carolina. Beck and twin brother Will 
were born one minute apart on April 22, 1999. (Will is older.) 

It was a long road to Raleigh for Beck — never drafted in the WHL, never 
drafted in the NHL. Picked up by Tri-City, he lost his first junior game 8–1 
as a 15-year-old. He grinded his way to No. 1 in the Americans’ net, 
before being traded last season to Edmonton. The Oil Kings were a great 
team, with the possibility of a championship run ended by COVID. He 
started 5–1 this year for AHL Chicago and got an NHL deal out of that. 

The twins have a great reputation as people, and it’s fantastic to see this 
kind of reward. 

28. It is expected there will be an OHL Board of Governors call on 
Wednesday. Doesn’t necessarily mean an announcement that day, but 
we’re getting closer. The best news is that top players won’t have to 
choose between that league and the Under-18s, which take place April 
26 through May 6 in Texas, because the later start means you can play 
both. Among those expected to be affected are Brandt Clarke (Barrie), 
Mason McTavish (Peterborough) and Brennan Othmann (Flint). 

29. Four years after Devin Setoguchi’s last NHL game, his cousin, North 
Dakota captain Jordan Kawaguchi, begins the final stretch of his NCAA 
career. Roommate Matthew Kiersted (a defenceman) is probably the 
highest-rated college free agent available, but Kawaguchi, the team’s 
leading scorer for the third straight season, is getting his looks, too. 

30. Small thing, but would be a nice thing: In Ontario, the highest level of 
minor hockey for boys is AAA. Highest level for girls is AA. There’s an 
ask to get both as AAA. Can’t imagine that’s too difficult a process. 

31. It went under the radar on Monday, but six prep schools joined 
together to form what they are calling the Prep Hockey Conference: 
Culver (Culver, Ind.), Mount St. Charles (Woonsocket, R.I.), Northwood 
(Lake Placid, N.Y.), Shattuck-St. Mary’s (Faribault, Minn.), South Kent 
School (South Kent, Conn.), and St. Andrew’s College (just north of 
Toronto in Aurora, Ont.). 

You’ve undoubtedly heard of some (if not all) of these schools. They 
already play each other and attend each others’ tournaments, but 
“wanted to make a little more of it,” said David Manning, head coach of 
the St. Andrew’s varsity team. “We need each other to build schedules 
and attract the best players. We’re optimistic and ambitious as a group. 
We’re going to do this.” 

Culver, St. Andrew’s and Shattuck will play in the West Division, the 
others in the East. All will get together for a “full league weekend” next 
November in Rhode Island, then have a playoff in February 2022 with 
Minnesota as the host. 

Manning’s school has had good players leave before graduation — 
Carolina’s Warren Foegele and 2019 Colorado first-rounder Alex 
Newhook among them — and he’s hoping an improved schedule “will 
show that you don’t have to leave early for the USHL or Junior A.” St. 
Andrew’s is also exploring becoming an associate member of the 
Northern Ontario Junior League for that reason. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens trade deadline preview: Can Montreal clear cap 
space for Ekholm? 

 

Eric Engels March 16, 2021, 11:08 AM 

 

MONTREAL — April 12 still seems far away, unless you’re an NHL 
general manager in Canada, where a mandatory two-week quarantine 
must be served by any player you wish to acquire. 

As Elliotte Friedman reported Saturday, after speaking with officials from 
Health Canada, even a vaccinated player won’t be able to circumvent 
that length of quarantine, because being vaccinated against COVID-19 
doesn’t prevent one from contracting and spreading the virus. 

And even if the NHL is hopeful it can convince the federal government to 
allow its Canadian constituents to adopt the same quarantine rules they 
had for training camp — seven days and four consecutive negative tests 
— they haven’t done so yet and the clock is ticking. 

So, any Canadian GM looking to add players who can make enough of a 
difference in helping their team secure a playoff spot has to consider 
pouncing over these next two weeks. 

The Montreal Canadiens fall into that category, and there’s another factor 
that could spur them to action soon, even if general manager Marc 
Bergevin would love to have more time to clear the necessary cap space 
to make additions. Take a look at their closest rival’s schedule: the 
Toronto Maple Leafs will play just six games through the end of the 
month, making this the most opportune time for them to pull the trigger 
on some deals they might be eyeing. And when you look at Toronto’s 
needs — a top-four defenceman, a scoring winger and a third-line centre 
— they’ll be after some of the same players the Canadiens likely have 
interest in. 

As for Bergevin’s incentive to add to a team that’s been more Jekyll and 
Hyde than he expected before the season started, it’s still got to be 
reasonably high. The Canadiens spent more than $100 million over the 
off-season, Bergevin said he checked four key boxes on his needs list 
with the acquisitions of Jake Allen, Joel Edmundson, Josh Anderson and 
Tyler Toffoli, and he recently made several changes to his coaching staff 
because his expectations hadn’t changed. 

“I’ve talked about my belief in this team, I know Berge has the same 
belief in this team,” said Canadiens assistant captain Brendan Gallagher 
on Sunday. “We talked about it a lot — he’s done everything he possibly 
could to give us the best chance to win. I love our team, I love the way 
that we’re constructed. It’s just on us as players to get the job done.” 

But Bergevin can always do more to help them, and the Canadiens do 
still have some needs to fill and several assets they can part with to 
address them. 

RFAs 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 20, $925,000 

Artturi Lehkonen, 25, $2.4 million 

Victor Mete, 22, $735,000 

Ryan Poehling, 22, $925,000 

Cale Fleury, 22, $771,666 

Otto Leskinen, 24, $925,000 

Gustav Olofsson, 25, $750,000 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

UFAs 

Tomas Tatar, 30, $4.8 million 

Phillip Danault, 28, $3.08 million 

Joel Armia, 27, $2.6 million 
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Corey Perry, 35, $750,000 

Michael Frolik, 33, $750,000 

Xavier Ouellet, 27, $737,500 

Charlie Lindgren, 27, $750,000 

Jordan Weal, 28, $1.4 million 

Lukas Vejdemo, 25, $700,000 

Vasili Demchenko, 26, $792,500 

Draft picks 

2021: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (TBL), 3rd, 3rd (CHI), 3rd (WSH), 4th, 4th (STL), 4th 
(VGK), 5th, 5th (OTT), 5th (PHI), 6th, 7th 

2022: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 7th (STL) 

Current cap space: $787,394 

Projected deadline cap space $1.7 million 

Needs 

Need 1: A depth centre 

Need 2: A puck-moving defenceman. 

The Canadiens are better off down the middle than they have been in 
recent years, but with rookie Jake Evans in the fourth spot and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi (20) and Nick Suzuki (21) holding down primary scoring 
roles, there’s a considerable need for a centre who can win faceoffs — 
the team ranks 26th in the category — and take some of the heavy 
defensive responsibilities off Phillip Danault’s crowded plate. 

Eric Staal’s name is bound to come up, if only for his experience and his 
Stanley Cup-winning pedigree. But he’s under 50 per cent in the dot, he’s 
minus-18, he has only 10 points in 27 games and counts for $3.25 million 
on the cap. 

Not exactly a value add. 

Nashville’s Brad Richardson would be one — especially at just $1 million. 
The 36-year-old is also a Cup winner, he’s consistently won over 50 per 
cent of his faceoffs throughout his career and is at 54.4 per cent through 
12 games this season. The cost would likely be a fourth-round pick at 
most, but Richardson suffered an upper-body injury and was placed on 
the injured reserve list on Mar. 11, which significantly lowers the incentive 
to trade for him. 

Which brings us to Luke Glendening, the Detroit Red Wings pivot who’s 
won 66 per cent of his faceoffs this season. Sources have informed us 
the Canadiens are suitors for this player, but they’d have to be able to 
move a player off their roster in the deal (or elsewhere) if they’re going to 
absorb his $1.8-million salary and still have enough space to address 
their other need. 

Rogers Hometown Hockey 

This season, home is where the hockey is. Experience Rogers 
Hometown Hockey. 

Because puck-moving defencemen cost money. Even if the Canadiens 
get close enough to the upper limit of the cap to get the full savings 
allotted to them by placing Ben Chiarot on long-term injury reserve (out 
six-eight weeks after right-hand surgery), they’d still likely need to shed 
some salary to fit in someone like say, Nashville Predators defenceman 
Mattias Ekholm. 

Vancouver Canucks defenceman Alex Edler is being thrown into rumours 
both in Vancouver and Montreal, but his $6 million cap hit would be even 
more prohibitive for the Canadiens to absorb than Ekholm’s $3.75-million 
hit for the rest of this season and next. That Edler has a no-movement 
clause complicates things further. 

The lower-grade options don’t move the needle enough for the 
Canadiens. Buffalo’s Brandon Montour and Colin Miller have really 
underperformed and each of them count for close to $4 million on the 
cap. Columbus’s David Savard is in the same boat and makes $4.25 
million. And New Jersey’s Ryan Murray, who’s been injured on and off 

throughout his entire career and has only played 17 games this season, 
is too big a gamble at $4.6 million. 

Potential Assets to Move 

Asset 1: Paul Byron, 31, $3.4 million through 2023 

Asset 2: Artturi Lehkonen, 25, $2.4 million through the end of this season 

Asset 3: Any and all draft picks 

Asset 4: Any prospect not named Cole Caufield 

Byron and Lehkonen, who have both been pulled out of the lineup at 
points this season, are players who could be used to create cap space. 
Byron would obviously be more difficult to move given the length of his 
contract, but Lehkonen would be attractive for any team. 

Even if the Finn doesn’t produce much, he’s such a reliable player. And 
he holds his value well as a player who’s not in line for a big pay bump 
and one who still remains a restricted free agent at the end of this 
season. 

Could the Canadiens and Red Wings link up on a Glendening for 
Lehkonen deal? It’s one that could help both teams, with Detroit getting a 
player who fits well in their rebuild and Montreal getting a key centre and 
some cap savings. 

That last part is vital, because cap flexibility is just about the only thing 
preventing the Canadiens from being able to acquire Ekholm. The LTIR 
savings on Chiarot don’t open up space if he returns at any point prior to 
the end of the season, so they’ll still need to clear more room than just 
the $600,000 they’d save moving Lehkonen for Glendening. 

But if they can find a way to do it — perhaps by moving Tomas Tatar’s 
$4.8-million cap hit, or Joel Armia’s $2.6-million in combination with 
Victor Mete’s $735,000 — they shouldn’t hesitate to move picks. And 
they have top-end prospects who can help them outbid several of the 
other suitors in the mix for Ekholm. 

The Canadiens probably wouldn’t move Cole Caufield, who is a leading 
candidate for the Hobey Baker after an incredible season with the 
Wisconsin Badgers, but they could trade any other A-level prospect (or 
two) without significantly weakening their pool. Ryan Poehling, Jesse 
Ylonen, Lukas Vejdemo, Kaiden Guhle, Jordan Harris and Mattias 
Norlinder are just some of the names they could consider. 

The Winnipeg Jets, who have massive incentive to get a player like 
Ekholm, can’t say the same. They have picks to dish, but as Ken Wiebe 
suggested in his column last week, Ville Heinola, Dylan Samberg and 
Cole Perfetti would all likely be off the table. 

The Maple Leafs would likely love to add Ekholm, but if they’re going to 
move either Rasmus Sandin or Nick Robertson, you have to wonder if 
they’d prefer to do it for a couple of forwards — one high-profile winger 
and an edgy third-line centre. They also have Rodion Amirov and 
Timothy Liljegren to work with. 

Outside Canada, Boston will be a player in this. Philadelphia, too. 
Perhaps even Pittsburgh. And the Washington Capitals, with former 
Predators coach Peter Laviolette on their bench, might poke around as 
well. But each of these teams would either have an issue taking on 
Ekholm without shedding salary or with how it would affect their Seattle 
Expansion Draft situations. 

Seattle Expansion Considerations 

None. 

If the Canadiens acquired Ekholm, for example, they’d likely protect him 
and still feel comfortable exposing another defenceman because 
goaltender Jake Allen remains the most likely player Seattle would be 
interested in. Even a young defenceman like Cale Fleury would prove 
more attractive than Joel Edmundson or Chiarot. 

Renting another defenceman or a centreman wouldn’t change that, 
either. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Maple Leafs' Dubas is ready to go all-in and make a 
trade soon 

 

Chris Johnston March 16, 2021, 5:40 PM 

 

TORONTO -- It is not really a question of how badly Kyle Dubas wants to 
make a trade right now because it’s abundantly clear the Toronto Maple 
Leafs general manager is prepared to push a stack of chips to the centre 
of the table. 

What remains to be seen is how much of a limit he’ll impose on spending 
future assets in order to strengthen the odds of a run towards the Stanley 
Cup. 

The unique dynamics at play during a Covid season have created a 
headwind for someone in his situation. He may well have to overpay in 
order to get something done. Prices on the available players have been 
set high and aren’t likely to retract on a timetable that fits a Canadian-
based buyer. 

Put yourselves in the shoes of a seller like Nashville or Buffalo or New 
Jersey: You might as well try and leverage the Canadian teams anxious 
to get an early start on trading season because of federal quarantine 
rules since you know that their U.S.-based counterparts are likely to 
continue shopping right up until 3 p.m. ET on April 12 if you don’t get 
something done. 

The unofficial trade deadline in Toronto passes earlier than that. Dubas is 
anxious to make his move immediately and with each day that passes, it 
affects the internal calculation because he’s largely focused on adding 
players on expiring contracts. 

“I think given the quarantine that’s in place right now and the 14 days 
where the player’s going to come in and sit for 14 days in their hotel and 
then join the club, we’re going to be in a tougher spot to certainly get as 
much out of it as we can,” Dubas told reporters Tuesday. “And if you look 
at the schedule where it goes, where April 12 is the deadline and then if 
you go the two weeks beyond that you’re April 27 or 28 before they get 
out of their hotel, and then they’re only with the team for I think it’s like six 
games or 10 days or something like that [before playoffs]. 

“So it certainly provides an incentive to try to make the moves earlier. It 
takes two to make that happen, though.” 

The odds of Dubas finding a fit are greatly increased by his willingness to 
deal from the organization’s prospect pool. Nick Robertson or Rasmus 
Sandin or Rodion Amirov are arguably more appealing to a trading 
partner than a 2021 first-round pick likely to land 20th overall or later. 

It also speaks to the stage the Leafs have reached in their development. 

While trying to sustain a period where they contend as long as possible, 
each season with this core represents a priceless opportunity. The 
stakes are arguably even a notch higher with Toronto sitting atop the 
North Division at 19-9-2 and looking at a clear path to the conference 
finals if it can outlast Winnipeg, Montreal, Edmonton, Calgary and 
Vancouver. 

In the two previous trade deadlines since Dubas took control of the 
Leafs, he prioritized trade targets with extra years of team control -- 
acquiring defenceman Jake Muzzin in 2019 and goaltender Jack 
Campbell last winter. 

But that was before the pandemic and a collective bargaining extension 
that will see the NHL’s $81.5-million salary cap ceiling essentially remain 
fixed for years to come. The circumstances have changed and so have 
his preferences. 

“Usually you’d put a premium on getting a player that has future years,” 
said Dubas. “It’s a little bit more complex this year knowing that very 
likely it’s going to be at $81.5[-million] again, the cap. 

“So it’s a rare time where probably a rental is the better fit.” 

Remaining Time -1:02 

Dubas generally happy with Leafs improvement on D through first half 

Were he to trade for Filip Forsberg, for example, that would significantly 
limit what he could do this summer because of a $6-million cap hit that 
carries through next season. And while the Leafs would obviously love to 
have a player as good as Forsberg through 2022 and beyond, they would 
also have to use a valuable protection spot on him in July’s Seattle 
expansion draft if they emptied the cupboard to make that kind of 
blockbuster deal. 

That’s why a rental player makes more sense and the list of forwards 
currently in that position includes Taylor Hall, Eric Staal, Mikael 
Granlund, Erik Haula, Alex Iafallo, Nick Foligno, Kyle Palmieri and others. 

Remaining Time -3:23 

Kerfoot, Vesey could both be part of potential deals for Maple Leafs 

Speaking an hour before Montreal Canadiens counterpart Marc Bergevin 
downplayed the likelihood of a significant acquisition in his own meeting 
with reporters, Dubas left the door wide open to a big move in Toronto. 

He expressed hope that he and assistant GM Brandon Pridham could 
find “creative” solutions to their tight cap squeeze. And he said the team’s 
play would signal it’s the right time to boldly sacrifice future assets for 
short-term help. 

Remaining Time -1:04 

Tight cap situation calling for Maple Leafs to be as creative as ever 

Dubas sounded incredibly bullish on his Leafs despite the recent stumble 
that saw them lose five of six games, saying their No. 1 placing in the 
division is “probably a very fair indication of our overall quality in the first 
half of the season.” 

So step back and survey where the methodical manager found himself 
on Tuesday afternoon: Running a first-place team he believes in; seeking 
to fill a specific forward need in a marketplace with options; possessing 
prospects and draft picks he’s willing to part with; and recognizing that 
each passing day lessens the value of his return because the federal 
quarantine squeezes the amount of time a player has to get comfortable 
and contributing in Toronto 

It’s safe to say that the next time Dubas holds a virtual media availability 
it will be to discuss a trade he’s just made. 

Keep your calendars clear because it could be tomorrow. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Ritchie adds energy, physicality to Monahan, 
Gaudreau line 

What makes Brett Ritchie such a good fit on Flames top line 

Flames head coach Darryl Sutter evaluates Brett Ritchie’s first two 
games on the top line with Gaudreau and Monahan, and why his skill set 
was exactly what was needed on the line. 

 

Eric Francis March 16, 2021, 8:44 PM 

 

Brett Ritchie wasn’t brought in on a tryout contract to be a fighter, nor 
was he tabbed as a top line solution in Calgary. 

However, midway through a Calgary Flames season with endless plot 
twists, there stood the second line winger at centre ice Monday, knocking 
out Jujhar Khaira in a spirited scrap. 

After starting the season on a PTO and progressing from the taxi squad 
to a healthy scratch, the 27-year-old power forward has landed himself a 
coveted spot alongside Johnny Gaudreau and Sean Monahan. 
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Placed there immediately upon Darryl Sutter’s arrival last week, Ritchie 
has fit in well as the rugged winger chiefly responsible for helping dig 
dump-ins out for the two stars. 

On Saturday he drew the primary assist on the first of Monahan’s two 
goals by steamrolling a defender in a puck battle. 

On Monday he drew a penalty, led the team in hits and responded to a 
headshot on Oliver Kylington by Khaira with a highlight-reel scrap he 
dominated to remind the hockey world Nick’s older brother is far from 
finished in a league he’s played 276 games in. 

“I was always pretty confident -- I knew I was good enough to play in this 
league on a nightly basis,” said Ritchie, when asked if he was worried he 
may have to retire or continue his career in Europe when no one offered 
him a contract in the off-season. 

“You’ve just got to get a couple bounces your way and someone to trust 
you.” 

Remaining Time -1:48 

Flames' Ritchie and Oilers' Khaira get in spirited tilt 

That someone is Sutter, who has long coveted farm boy physiques like 
the six-foot-four, 220-pound frame Ritchie loves to throw around. 

“Watching them the two games prior to me coming I just thought the line 
needed some size and speed -- Brett is a combination of that,” said 
Sutter of the move from the fourth line. “Good on him. We’re talking 
about Brett today because he went out and backed up (Kylington) in the 
fight but he also drew a penalty and was good on the forecheck. That’s 
what we need him to do. Those are his strengths, so if he uses them then 
he can fill a good role for us.” 

On a line that has had trouble finding fits for Gaudreau and Monahan, 
Ritchie is a good fit early because of Sutter’s insistence on a dump-and-
chase zone entry he thrives on. 

“I like to be the guy getting in on the puck first on the forecheck for sure, 
but I think if we could get Johnny the puck with some time coming 
through neutral ice we could add another element,” said Ritchie, who 
scored 16 times in his third of five seasons with the Dallas Stars. 

“He can use his skill to step up and make a couple plays and we could 
sort of be a double threat. We need to start scoring some more goals as 
a line, but the team is playing well and we’re buying in defensively and 
we’re a lot harder to play against so it’s a positive so far.” 

A participant of just nine big league fights, Ritchie can obviously handle 
himself, making him a perfect candidate to step up on Kylington’s behalf 
by arranging the fight Khaira knew he had to take. 

Unfortunately, it ended with the Oilers trainer being summoned to help 
the dazed Khaira off the ice where he immediately went through 
concussion protocols. 

“You never want to see that happen,” said Ritchie. 

“Obviously you go into a fight trying to win the fight, but your goal is not to 
knock him out and hurt him. You notice when you hit him pretty good. 
Your emotions are so high at the time, you’re happy it’s over and you’re 
not hurt but you’re like ‘Crap, I hope that guy is alright.’” 

Sportsnet.ca learned Tuesday the league chose not to add insult to injury 
for Khaira and will not discipline him for initiating contact with Kylington’s 
head as he was prone along the boards. 

Remaining Time -0:38 

Flames’ Ritchie has always trusted his ability to play in this league 

Kylington left the game briefly to get checked out, but upon his return 
immediately sought out Ritchie to offer a fist bump. 

“It’s great -- it gives a big energy boost and everyone is pumped,” said 
Mikael Backlund of the fight. “It was a great job by Ritch stepping up for 
(Kylington) after getting hit pretty high with an elbow. Good on him for 
doing that and covering his teammate. Everyone loved it.” 

They also love the energy and physicality he brings to a team that now 
puts a premium on both under Sutter. 

A second-round draft pick who finished sixth in scoring on a Canadian 
junior team in 2013 that included Jonathan Huberdeau, Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins, Jonathan Drouin, Mark Scheifele and Ryan Strome, Ritchie’s 
lone goal in eight games as a Flame demonstrated he has the hands to 
stay on his current line. 

“(In Dallas) I would bounce up and down the lineup, a little bit of power 
play and always trying to be a good five-on-five guy,” he said. “As far as 
the fighting, I’m not a guy who is going to lead the league in fights, but if I 
notice a hit or if I have to answer for something I did those are the things 
I look for.” 

You can bet he’ll be on a similar lookout Wednesday against Edmonton 
to do what he can to stay in the position he’s in. 

“Definitely appreciate what he does on the ice and for the group,” said 
Backlund. “He’s been playing really well for us. He bangs his body 
around and skates well and has a really good shot as well. He’s a really 
good power forward. His job doesn’t go unnoticed in our dressing room.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' offensively-gifted Hughes improving defence in 
second season 

 

Iain MacIntyre March 16, 2021, 6:12 PM 

 

Until his perfectly-timed pass to J.T. Miller led to the Vancouver Canucks’ 
overtime winner Monday in Ottawa, Quinn Hughes’ biggest play in two 
games was breaking up a two-on-one rush. 

That defensive play on Saturday, when Hughes extinguished an 
Edmonton Oilers scoring chance by intercepting Leon Draisaitl’s pass 
towards Jesse Puljujarvi, was both significant and symbolic. 

It kept the score 0-0 in a game the Canucks went on to win 2-1, and was 
a snapshot of Hughes’ ongoing evolution as the gifted defenceman works 
in his second National Hockey League season to improve his defensive 
game. 

There is no question about the 21-year-old’s offensive game. Hughes is 
one of the most agile, creative defencemen in the world. 

With 53 points in 68 games, last season’s Calder Trophy runner-up 
became the first defenceman since Brian Leetch in 1989 to lead NHL 
rookies in scoring. And the only other blue-liner to do that in the last 80 
years was Bobby Orr in 1967. So, we’re guessing that’s kind of a special 
thing. 

Remaining Time -1:18 

Canucks’ Hughes changing his tendencies to try and throw off opponents 

Hughes began this season by piling up 16 points in his first 15 games. 
But amid the chaos that was the Canucks’ systems play during that span, 
Hughes was also minus-12 with an expected goals-for percentage at 
even-strength of just 39.1. Alarmingly, high-danger scoring chances were 
70-39 for the opposition when Hughes was on the ice. 

It was soon after that, around the second week of February, that the 
Canucks finally got their first chances to rest and practise since opening 
the season with 16 games in 27 nights. This is also when the coaching 
staff and especially assistant Nolan Baumgartner, who runs Vancouver’s 
defence pairings, began reiterating to Hughes the axiom that sometimes 
less is more. 

In the last 17 games, he has one goal and nine points, but has evened 
out the high-danger chances while increasing his five-on-five shot share 
to 52.3 per cent and his expected-goals percentage to 51.9. 

Hughes is scoring less, but playing better. 

“That's an area we've talked to him about, probably more so this year 
than last year, picking his spots -- managing the game a little bit better,” 
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head coach Travis Green said Tuesday after the Canucks practised in 
Ottawa for Wednesday’s rematch against the Senators. “There's a time 
and place where he needs to just maybe get a puck out of his zone. 
There's a time and place where maybe he doesn't need to join a rush, or 
even if he carries the puck in, he doesn't need to make a fancy play. We 
know what he can do with the puck. We want them to make high-end 
plays; that's the type of player he is. That's the type of defenceman you 
look for in today's game. 

“But it's also managing it, and... sometimes that does come with time. I 
think he's made a conscious effort to defend harder in his own zone and 
pay maybe a little more attention to detail in that area.” 

There are factors, besides his age and inexperience, that have worked 
against Hughes. 

He played through several games with the same undisclosed medical 
condition that slowed him towards the end of the Canucks’ playoff run 
last summer. After his defence partner, friend and mentor Chris Tanev, 
left Vancouver in free agency last October, the Canucks cycled through 
several partners for Hughes, who is only now settling into a tandem with 
veteran Travis Hamonic. And facing the same six teams over 56 games 
is kind of like the Canucks playing six playoff series simultaneously, and 
every opponent is learning more and more about Hughes. 

Yes, great players are always a focal point for the opposition, but the 
focus on stopping – or at least physically punishing – Hughes is much 
sharper than, say, if the Canucks were playing Eastern Conference 
teams twice during an 82-game season. 

“I'm not going to make excuses,” Hughes told reporters on Zoom. “It does 
have a little bit of a playoff vibe but, you know, everyone has to deal with 
that in the entire league. I think it goes both ways.” 

Remaining Time -1:19 

Demko does it again, rolling at the right time for Canucks 

On top of everything else, Hughes has been forced to manage his energy 
levels because he is playing every second night while leading the 
Canucks in average ice time at 22:37. Hughes’ time on ice of 19:51 in 
Monday’s 3-2 OT win against the Senators was the first time in 12 games 
he logged fewer than 21 minutes. 

“That's one of the things -- trying to pick and choose your spots because 
you're playing so much,” Hughes said. “The other part of that is. . . you're 
playing these teams so many times. You know, sometimes you keep it 
simple, keep it simple so then they don't expect you to make the move 
that you're going to make. Sometimes that's just what you have to do. 

“Still, for me, when I see my spot, I'll try to take advantage of it. I think 
that's trying to find that fine line. I think I've done a good job at that and 
Hammer (Hamonic) helps me out with that as well. Right now, it's all 
about team. We're just trying to win and we're stringing some games 
(together).” 

Will we see Elias Pettersson back on the ice soon? 

The Canucks are 5-1 in their last six games, their best spell of the 
season, although goalie Thatcher Demko stole them a point or two on 
Monday when Ottawa outshot Vancouver 46-28. 

Winger Tyler Motte, out with an ankle injury since Feb. 6, practised with 
the Canucks on Tuesday and the speedy, physical bottom-six winger 
could return to the lineup on Wednesday. 

Even with his restrained, more measured play, Hughes remains tied for 
second in scoring among NHL defencemen with 25 points, including 23 
assists, in 32 games. 

“Offensively, he's got quite a few points,” Green said. “Defensively, he 
probably didn't have the start he wanted. It's an area of the game that 
he's continuing to work on. I think as a young defenceman in the league, 
that part of the game probably takes a little longer. But I think he's fine. 
He's having a good year.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets mid-season report: North's top spot within reach as 
sprint to finish looms 

 

ken-wiebe 

 

The truth is, this edition of the Winnipeg Jets is still trying to figure out 
who they are and what they’re fully going to be. 

The strengths on paper were obvious and have proven to be true, with 
quality goaltending and top-end forward talent remaining at the top of that 
list. 

Secondary scoring has gone from question mark to strength, while 
improving the team defence remains a work in progress -- though it was 
fully on display in Saturday’s decisive 5-2 victory over the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 

Expectations from the outside world varied going into this compressed 
season, with some projecting the Jets would finish behind the Maple 
Leafs and many others pegging them to finish on the outside looking in 
when it comes to the playoff line in the North Division. 

At the midway point, the Jets have proven to be more than a bubble 
team. 

With a record of 17-9-2, they’re tied for second place with the Edmonton 
Oilers with 36 points and are within four points of those first-place Maple 
Leafs while holding two games in hand. 

But life near the top of the North can be precarious, with the Montreal 
Canadiens sitting just three points behind going into Wednesday’s 
rematch -- and the rejuvenated Calgary Flames now 3-0 under Darryl 
Sutter and still looming large in this playoff race. 

So far, the Jets are probably the only team to avoid a full-on crisis, 
though they endured some wobbly moments and played more than half 
the season without Patrik Laine (one game before he was injured and 
subsequently traded) or Pierre-Luc Dubois (who is up to 12 games with 
his new team). 

One of the ways the Jets have been able to do that is with a remarkable 
bounce-back ability, as they’re 7-0-1 this season following a loss. To put 
that in perspective, the Jets are one of only two teams remaining in the 
NHL that have yet to lose consecutive games in regulation time. 

Nikolaj Ehlers has continued his impressive progression, using his speed 
and creativity to drive play, generate offence and draw penalties -- while 
racking up 14 goals in the process. 

Kyle Connor has 14 goals of his own and would be on pace for a fourth 
consecutive campaign of 30-plus in an 82-game season - and still might 
get there with a strong finish. 

Mark Scheifele is fifth in NHL scoring, while Neal Pionk is tied for sixth in 
the NHL among defencemen as he anchors the shutdown pairing. 

There are youngsters blossoming and veterans doing their part to 
provide leadership, while still chipping in offensively. 

Remaining Time -1:18 

Why Jets are really just scratching the surface with Pierre-Luc Dubois 

Like everyone else in the North, the Jets have flaws but there have been 
some encouraging signs for head coach Paul Maurice and his coaching 
staff during the first half. 

“They’re a smart group of guys. When they watch the games -- we’ve 
had a number of games that we’ve been down in games and came back, 
or we had a tough night and we were good the next night -- this group 
has a real good idea of what they’re seeing on the ice,” said Maurice. 
“They know by the time they get off the bench how they’ve played and 
what they need to do better. In games, down 2-1, there isn’t a panic on 
our bench. We know we have a bunch of guys that can score goals. 
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“There is a resilience to our team. I’m going to put it to, maybe, 
intelligence. They know what they’re seeing. I don’t really have to go in 
and tell them what’s missing or what we have to do next. They have a 
good understanding of that. At the very least, when you explain it to 
them, they go ‘okay that makes sense, let’s go in that direction.’ 

"I’ve felt that in games that we were not good, we knew it, and there 
haven’t been a whole lot. In periods of games we’ve struggled, they’ve 
been able to make an adjustment and get stronger, and we’ve come 
back and won a bunch of games, or won a bunch of games when we 
didn’t score the first goal or were trailing at a point in time. It’s not just we 
played harder, we played a little smarter, got a little more defined in our 
game, and we stayed patient throughout that game.” 

The Jets are midway through a grueling month of March, which features 
17 games in 31 days. 

Once the calendar flips to April, one thing is already evident: it’s 
becoming increasingly difficult for anybody to create much separation 
from the pack and it’s going to be a wild sprint to the finish line. 

Team Record: 17-9-2, (2nd in North Division) 

Goals for: 3.21 per game (11th in NHL) 

Goals against: 2.61 per game (rank in NHL) 

Power play: 26.5 per cent (7th in NHL) 

Penalty kill: 76.8 per cent (19th in NHL) 

Remaining Time -1:49 

Covid protocols won't stop Jets GM Cheveldayoff from making more 
trades 

Best surprise: RW Mason Appleton 

The signs were there and Appleton kicked down the door that opened 
when the Jets and Jack Roslovic couldn’t come together on a new 
contract going into training camp. 

With an opening at right on the third line alongside Adam Lowry and 
Andrew Copp available, Appleton left no doubt as to who deserved the 
first crack at it. 

Not only is Appleton flourishing in the role, establishing career-bests for 
goals (eight) and points (15) through 28 games, but it’s clear his days as 
a fourth line checker are behind him -- even though he remains a 
valuable member of the penalty kill. 

Appleton, the 2017-18 American Hockey League rookie of the year after 
producing 22 goals and 66 points in 76 games, has great speed and has 
made a habit of using it to drive hard to the net -- where he’s shown great 
touch. 

“You either accept that role because that’s probably where you’re going 
to make your living or you don’t, and he’s accepted it. Now he’s starting 
to excel at it,” said Maurice. “And we do think there’s some hands there 
and we do think there’s a certain kind of offence there. 

"But it’s the kind that he’s delivering right now, driving the net, and getting 
in on the forecheck, making some plays close to the net.” 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Honourable mention here to rookie blue-liner Logan Stanley, who took 
advantage of a somewhat expected opportunity early in the season and 
has shown an impressive progression during his third professional 
season. 

Stanley, chosen 18th overall in 2016, has shown excellent poise and 
seems to be gaining confidence each time he steps onto the ice. 

Previously known best for his towering stature (he’s nearly six-foot-eight), 
Stanley is using his size and stick effectively to defend, but has 

showcased improved mobility and an uncanny ability to get his shot 
through from the point. 

“What’s unusual about Logan is, for a man of that size, he’s got really 
good hands for inside plays,” said Maurice. “The frequency that he gets it 
to the net...It’s a skill. Some guys have it, some guys don’t. He does. 
That skill also, he’ll make some pretty nifty plays that maybe don’t get 
noticed. But in traffic and through a guy, under a stick or over a stick, that 
talent you see at both ends of the ice.” 
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Why Jets' Dubois is still not happy with where his game is at 

Biggest disappointment: D Josh Morrissey 

Disappointment is probably too strong a word, but it’s been a challenging 
and uneven start for the Jets alternate captain, as he hasn’t been playing 
at the consistently high level he established earlier in his career. 

It’s never a question of effort for Morrissey, who is highly committed to 
his craft and determined to get back to the high standard he has for 
himself. 

Morrissey has played with four different partners in the first half and has 
been used on both the left and right side. 

During the past five periods, Morrissey was reunited with Dylan DeMelo 
and while they had some issues on Monday, giving them some additional 
time together would probably help both players elevate their respective 
games. 

The 13th overall pick in the 2013 NHL Draft embraces the additional 
responsibility that has been thrown his way since the Jets overhauled 
their defence corps. 

He’s graduated to the top power play and has one goal and 13 points in 
28 games. 

Although Morrissey’s frustration has occasionally been evident on the 
ice, he’s focusing on the positives and doing his best to work through it. 

“There are a lot of things that are right there for me. There are a lot of 
things in my game that I’ve improved over last season,” Morrissey said 
recently. “A lot of them maybe aren’t as easy to quantify when watching 
the tape. There are always many things you can work on in your game, 
and that’s what I’m trying to do every day. 

“I like that a lot of the things I’ve been working on have started to come to 
fruition. I think one of the things was I wanted to get stronger and play a 
little bit stronger in certain areas of the game, and I think that part’s been 
good for me when I’ve needed it. There’s a million things obviously we 
could go through and be here for a long time, but I’m happy with some of 
the progression in some of those things and I feel like I’m sort of on the 
cusp of taking a big step forward in my game.” 

Remaining Time -1:09 

Why Cheveldayoff feels there's still lots to learn from Jets this season 

Biggest question for the second half: Will the Jets make a move to 
upgrade the defence? 

Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff provided a state of the first 
half address on Monday and made it clear he was open for business and 
wouldn’t be deterred by the current climate, despite the fact there has yet 
to be a reduction on the 14-day quarantine for players entering from 
outside the country. 

The Jets have a mostly unheralded group on the back end, one that 
could really be bolstered by the addition of a top-four defender. 

Mattias Ekholm of the Nashville Predators looks like a primary target for 
the Jets and several other teams, including the Boston Bruins, 
Philadelphia Flyers - and perhaps the Maple Leafs and Canadiens as 
well. 

David Savard of the Columbus Blue Jackets and Travis Hamonic of the 
Vancouver Canucks look like viable options on the right side, should the 
Jets prefer to pursue a pending unrestricted free agent. 
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Coupled with the emergence of Stanley, the Jets do have a couple of 
internal options getting big minutes with the Manitoba Moose in the 
American Hockey League with Ville Heinola and Dylan Samberg. 

With the Seattle Kraken Expansion Draft looming in July, that could factor 
into the decision as well but it won’t necessarily be a deterrent either. 

“I think we’re always going to be active to the extent it makes sense,” 
said Cheveldayoff. “If we can find something that fits on both sides, we’re 
certainly looking at it. Game by game the needs change. So we’re always 
going to be looking to try to see if there’s a way of improvement. 
Sometimes the improvements are internal. Whether it’s a young player 
getting an opportunity to play with the Moose right now coming in and 
getting an opportunity to play with us and see what that does, those are 
things that are certainly in our minds. 

“We’ve got some good young prospects that have shown, I think, that 
there are some things that they can add to our group. I like this group. I 
think that they’ve worked hard. I think they’ve shown a lot of different 
resilience throughout this pandemic. Certainly coming together as a team 
when you’re trying to stay six feet apart is a difficult challenge. But this 
group is a good group, they have a lot of fun playing the game, and if 
there’s an opportunity to make this group better I’m certainly going to 
take a look at it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Analyzing Mattias Ekholm's trade value as the Predators 
become sellers 

 

Rory Boylen March 16, 2021, 8:42 AM 

 

David Poile is in a position where we're not too familiar seeing him. 

In his 22nd season as general manager of the Nashville Predators, Poile 
will be a seller in the 2021 trade season. In recent times, he's more often 
been on the other side of this divide. Poile's Preds have qualified for the 
playoffs in 13 of the past 16 seasons. Their current streak of six post-
seasons in a row has been the most successful period in franchise 
history. 

The last time Poile would have been an in-season seller was in 2013 and 
2014, when Nashville missed the playoffs in back-to-back years. At that 
time, he traded long-time Pred David Legwand for Calle Jarnkrok, Patrick 
Eaves and a third-rounder. He also acquired Filip Forsberg for Michael 
Latta and Martin Erat. 

What he didn't do was overhaul his team to the degree trade watchers 
are hopeful of this season. In those selling seasons he didn't even trade 
a player as skilled or valuable as Mattias Ekholm, who is the top 
available player on the NHL trade market right now. 

Poile has dealt on this scale before of course, but has more often 
approached a big trade as a way to improve -- or just keep going -- with 
the pillars he has. In January of 2016, Poile made an in-season deal to 
send Seth Jones to Columbus for Ryan Johansen due to the strength of 
the blue line and a need for a centre. In the off-season six months later, 
he sent Shea Weber to Montreal for P.K. Subban. Poile later traded 
Subban to shed his contract. 

But this is different. The Preds aren't just barely out of the playoff picture; 
they're having a season so bad that the ugly word "rebuild" keeps 
popping up. Filip Forsberg is a long shot, but a possibility to go. Roman 
Josi, Ryan Ellis and Pekka Rinne are probably the only untouchables. 

On top of their situation in the standings, the financial outlook is framing 
some choices. Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen will combine for $16 
million against the cap for the foreseeable future; over $15 million has 
already been committed to Josi and Ellis for the long term on the blue 
line; and then Forsberg and Ekholm will both be due healthy raises when 
they are UFA eligible after next season. 

So while the team struggles and big money has already been committed 
to a few players, it makes sense for Poile to give his core a little shake 
and explore a package of futures. Not many defencemen of Ekholm's on-
ice calibre become available, especially in-season, and certainly not with 
such a team-friendly cap hit of $3.75 million through next season -- a 
blessing in the flat cap world. 

The type of return Nashville is reportedly trying to get for Ekholm is two 
prospects and a first-round pick -- the same sort of return Los Angeles 
got for Jake Muzzin. What they're ultimately able to get back in an 
Ekholm trade will be determined by factors including size of the trade 
market, motivation level of the buyers, their cap outlooks and more. 

Here is a look at all the non-rental "top four" defencemen who've been 
traded since the Muzzin deal in 2019: 

Jan. 28, 2019: LAK trades Jake Muzzin to TOR for Carl Grundstrom, 
Sean Durzi, 2019 first-rounder 

Feb. 24, 2019: ANA trades Brandon Montour to BUF for Brendan Guhle, 
2019 first-rounder 

June 22, 2019: NSH trades P.K. Subban to NJD for Steven Santini, 
Jeremy Davies, 2019 and 2020 second-round picks 

Feb. 19, 2020: LAK trades Alec Martinez to VGK for 2020 and 2021 
second-round picks 

Feb. 24 2020: NYR trades Brady Skjei to CAR for 2020 first-rounder 

If the Muzzin return is the baseline here, then you wonder if Nashville 
might be able to even improve on that in good market conditions. Could 
they, say, corral a better prospect (like someone picked in a first-round) 
and a first-round pick? Ekholm would provide a huge boost to a top four 
from the left side and be a minutes leader on the penalty kill like no other 
attainable defenceman this season. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs are one of the teams possibly connected to 
Ekholm, and they're at an interesting spot in the schedule with just three 
games in 15 days. That screams trade window, but won't necessarily 
accelerate Poile's need to complete a trade. So, would the Leafs be 
inclined to make that sort of offer, or could their interest in getting 
something done in the next two weeks be enough to spur someone else 
to make the bid now? 

To give you an idea of why it might not be crazy to suggest Ekholm could 
go for a higher price, here is how Muzzin and Ekholm compared in some 
key areas for the season-and-a-half before they were traded (or 
rumoured to be traded, in Ekholm's case): 

Comparable in many ways, but it's the cap hit that perhaps drives 
Ekholm's value a bit higher. Certainly in a normal season that would be 
true, but with the cap staying flat through the rest of Ekholm's contract, 
that kind of value on top of the rarity of the trade asset could make 
Ekholm irresistible. Where Muzzin's hit accounted for 5.59 per cent of the 
overall cap, Ekholm's is just 4.6 per cent. 

Adding cheap players through the draft comes with its own upside, 
especially these days. But when push comes to shove how many 
"contenders" will see the opportunity to get Ekholm at this cap hit for two 
runs as too good to pass up? Poile could see it as an opportunity to 
improve in the long term, while also getting something that could help 
sooner. 

Ekholm is the best attainable defenceman this trade season, but rather 
than consider the Muzzin deal as the base line, maybe we should be 
wondering which teams should/would go above that. 

What would you want your team giving up for a year and a half, at least, 
of Mattias Ekholm? 
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TSN.CA / Dubas ready to deal and willing to move a top prospect 

When Maple Leafs’ general manager Kyle Dubas was asked Tuesday if 
he’d be willing to part with a top prospect in order to improve his club 
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before the NHL’s April 12 trade deadline, his response was immediate: 
“Yes.” 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO - When Maple Leafs’ general manager Kyle Dubas was 
asked Tuesday if he’d be willing to part with a top prospect in order to 
improve his club before the NHL’s April 12 trade deadline, his response 
was immediate: “Yes.” 

The one-word answer momentarily stunned reporters on Dubas’ mid-
season Zoom call, surprised mostly that he didn’t elaborate further. 

As it stands, any one of the Leafs’ most coveted young players (Nick 
Robertson, Rasmus Sandin, Timothy Liljegren and Rodion Amirov to 
name a few) could be trade bait, signalling that if Toronto believes an 
asset on the open market can help them win now, sacrifices will be 
made.  

Dubas admitted that so far, “most of the [trade] conversations are 
focused on forwards” but he isn’t ruling anything out. 

“We'll look at everything,” he said. “I don't go in transfixed on any one 
area in particular. Some [areas] on our team, like defence and 
goaltending, are a little bit more stable. In the summer we had to move 
out some forwards that were good forwards for us in order to add on the 
back end, and thus we feel like that's an area where we may want to look 
out a little bit more. But I'm not precluding anything at this point.” 

Another factor influencing Dubas’ approach to the deadline is Canada's 
mandatory 14-day quarantine period, making expediency all the more 
pressing. 

"We're going to be in a tougher spot to certainly get as much out of it as 
we can," Dubas said of a potential trade. "If you look at the schedule, 
April 12 is the deadline and then if you go to two weeks beyond that 
you're at April 27-28 before they get out of their hotel, and then they're 
only with the team for 10 days or something like that, so certainly it 
provides an incentive to try to make the moves earlier. But it takes two to 
make that happen though, so we'll see. But certainly for us, the sooner 
we can get a player in here through the quarantine and then integrate 
them into our program systems-wise and what we're about, the better for 
them and for us." 

Then there's the NHL’s flat salary cap of $81.5 million. Toronto is up 
against that number already, and since it's not expected to inflate for at 
least the next couple of seasons, the Leafs must be mindful of both 
money and term attached to a potential acquisition.  

“I think we would look at everything,” Dubas said. "Certainly knowing that 
the cap is going to stay the same here, it's a little bit more complex this 
year. Anything that we take from next year's allotment, it impacts a 
number of different things as you can well imagine. It's a rare time where 
probably a rental is a better fit. That said, if it's something that can we 
feel can improve our team long term, we'll find a way to make it work and 
figure it out, whether it's a pure hockey trade or having to do something 
else to offset it.” 

Over the more than 30-minute availability, Dubas went on to discuss a 
number of other key topics, from the team’s goaltending to improving 
their depth as the season goes. 

---- 

On if he feels vindicated by Leafs’ early success this season (40 points in 
30 games, sitting in first place in the North Division) 

“I wouldn't say vindicated. I put a lot of pressure on myself to continue to 
help with [president Brendan Shanahan] and with [head coach] Sheldon 
[Keefe] and with [assistant general managers] Brandon Pridham and 
Laurence [Gilman] and our group here, to continue to build it and get 
better. I don't think it's anywhere close to where we think we can be in 
time and that's sort of the part that drives us and drives me is that I think 
we've had really good stretches this year, but there have been times 
when I think that I haven't done a good enough job whatsoever in helping 
the team. Whether that's what drives me or what pushes me and the 

group to get better, than that's fine, but certainly I’m not vindicated by 
good stretches in the regular season. I think an entire regular season of 
great results and the results that we expect would be one thing and then 
that fuelling playoff success would be another, but the goal for the group 
is high performance sustained year after year. And I think only after that 
time, years on, would I ever feel any sort of vindication. But I certainly 
feel that any criticisms are warranted until we reach that point and I don't 
take them personally at all.” 

On goaltender Frederik Andersen, who is 2-4-0 with a 3.30 goals-against 
average and .887 save percentage in his past six games 

“I think with Fred, this is his fifth year with the team now, and I know 
[he's] a major topic but I think if Fred has shown us anything in the four 
and a half seasons that he's been with us, it's that he has a tremendous 
ability to gather himself when he may not be playing to the standard that 
he sets for himself and I think he's been very open about that. I think if 
you go back through each of his seasons, anytime where Fred has found 
himself in a bit of a rut per se, he's able to pull himself out of it and that's 
the expectation of what we'll see from him as we move ahead.” 

On how satisfied he is with the team’s goaltending depth, a group that 
includes Andersen, backup Jack Campbell and third-string goalie Michael 
Hutchinson 

“I think when healthy and when everyone is up and rolling I think it's a 
great tandem and Hutch has come in and given us good minutes. I've got 
a lot of belief in both Fred and Jack Campbell and Hutch when he's in, so 
we'll look to continue to get everybody healthy and rolling and go from 
there.” 

On placing Jimmy Vesey on waivers Tuesday and the continued 
jockeying of players in their bottom six 

“I thought that competition [for spots early in the season] really fuelled 
great performances from those [bottom-six] players. But really when 
Campbell came off long-term injured reserve [in late February] and back 
onto the roster, but has now been sort of day-to-day here [with a lower-
body injury], it has sort of limited what we can do, especially because we 
don't have much waiver flexibility with those guys on the lower end of our 
roster. And so one of the things we're looking to do is to increase our 
flexibility on the roster, but also as Campbell gets closer to return and 
[Wayne] Simmonds gets closer to returning [from a wrist injury], we do 
have to do some juggling with the cap situation. 

On re-signing top-six forward Zach Hyman, who is an unrestricted free 
agent at the end of this season 

“With regards to his future, I'm not going to comment on here about any 
of the pending free agents restricted or unrestricted. I just don't think it's 
productive at this time to do so.” 

On Toronto’s forward depth moving ahead 

“We'll have more guys coming over from Europe as their season ends. 
Semyon Der-Arguchintsev, he was in the KHL with Torpedo this year, 
he's in day four or five of his quarantine after their season ended. He had 
a really good season for them playing as their second-line centre [two 
goals, four assists in 17 games]. We were happy with him and we'll have 
more of our others, whether it's [Filip] Hallander [22 points in 47 games 
with the Swedish Elite League’s Lulea] or Denis Malgin [32 points in 35 
games with Switzerland’s Lausanne HC] coming over once their seasons 
are done. I think as we get deeper into the year the competition will 
increase and we've had strong performances from guys on the Toronto 
Marlies as well, whether it's Alex Galchenyuk or Alex Barabanov. We feel 
good about the depth and where our prospect pool is at right now in 
terms of being able to challenge guys on the roster and push guys on the 
roster, so we're happy with that.” 
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