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Blue Jackets turn back Hurricanes in overtime on Seth Jones’ goal  

By Chip Alexander  

The NHL saw fit to schedule the Carolina Hurricanes and 
Columbus Blue Jackets for four straight games midway 
through the season. Overkill, perhaps, but the schedule. 

The first of the four was played Thursday at PNC Arena and 
was a typical Canes-Jackets game, with bodies colliding, 
open ice hard to find and the intensity level pretty high.  

The game was so evenly played that it went to overtime, and 
Seth Jones’ second goal of the game, with 50.4 seconds left, 
won it for Columbus 3-2. 

Jones’ winner came after goalie Joonas Korpisalo stopped a 
breakaway by the Canes’ Martin Necas and then a shot from 
the slot from Andrei Svechnikov. In the opening moments of 
the OT, Korpisalo gloved a shot by Jaccob Slavin, who 
slipped in front of the crease for a redirection of an Aho pass. 

The Blue Jackets (12-12-7) then converted a two-on-one 
rush as Jones ripped a shot past Alex Nedeljkovic, who had 
a four-game winning streak end. 

“It’s a good team and they’re going to grind you and they do 
it right,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “You have to 
fight for everything you get and that’s what happened tonight. 
We know what we’re getting into. We just weren’t quite ready 
to dig in at the start of the game and then did it in spurts the 
rest of the way. 

“It was a pretty even game after the first period and even 
overtime we had our chances. That’s how it goes.” 

Sebastian Aho scored twice for the Hurricanes (20-7-2), his 
12th and 13th of the season, and Dougie Hamilton now has 
a 10-game point streak, one shy of the franchise record for 
defensemen set by Mark Howe in 1980. 

Jones scored the only goal of the first period, and the Blue 
Jackets’ Kevin Stenlund tied the score for Columbus in the 
second.  

The Canes, beaten Tuesday in Detroit, had an indifferent first 
period, falling behind 1-0 as Jones scored off a rebound for 
the Blue Jackets and Columbus pressured Nedeljkovic much 
of the period. As Brind’Amour put it, “We were late to 
everything.” 

“We just gave it too easy to them, the first period,” Aho said. 
“We got it back. It’s always nice to see the team can dig in 
and come back.” 

The Canes were a different team in the second, tying the 
score 51 seconds into the period on Aho’s first goal and 
moving in front 2-1 as Aho scored on the power play off a 
Necas’ pass.  

The Canes were jumping and nearly made if 3-1 as forward 
Warren Foegele, looking at an open net, was stymied on a 
shot by a scrambling Korpisalo, who finished with 25 saves. 

But a penalty on the Canes’ Brett Pesce stalled Carolina’s 
momentum late in the second. Columbus didn’t score on the 
power play but Stenlund, unchecked for a shot, tied it a few 
seconds after the power play expired. 

“We can’t be negative. We can’t let this creep in,” Aho said of 
losing the past two games. “We have to have our heads up 
and go back to work.” 

Second period: All tied up 

It took the Canes 51 seconds in the second period to tie the 
score as Sebastian Aho got his 12th of the season, and the 
center then added a power-play goal for his 13th as the 
Canes took the lead. 

The Blue Jackets, after falling behind 2-1, tied it up late in the 
period on a goal by Kevin Stenlund. That came four seconds 
after a Columbus power play expired as Stenlund was left 
unchecked, took a Max Domi pass and scored. 

After Warren Foegele got the puck to the net, Nino 
Niederreiter collected it for a short pass to Aho in the left 
circle. Aho took it from there, ripping a shot past Joonas 
Korpisalo. 

Aho scored on the power play at 12:20 of the second, 
burying a pass from Martin Necas. The two nearly clicked a 
few seconds earlier but Aho didn’t miss the second time. 

The Canes’ Dougie Hamilton earned an assist on the Aho 
power-play goal, extending his point streak to 10 games. 

Only a diving stop by Korpisalo stopped the Canes from 
taking a 3-1 lead soon after the power play as Foegele was 
looking at an open net but Korpisalo recovered quickly 
enough to make a save with his stick — a stop that became 
bigger after Columbus tied it. 

The Canes were swarming much of the second after being a 
little lackluster in the first. The Blue Jackets went without a 
shot for the first 12 minutes of the period. 

First period: Blue Jackets lead 1-0 

Seth Jones has his second goal of the season for Columbus 
and the Blue Jackets a 1-0 lead after the first period. 

After the Canes lost of the puck in the Columbus zone, the 
Jackets quickly had a 3-on-2 rush in transition. Alex 
Nedeljkovic stopped a shot by Oliver Bjorkstrand, but Jones 
was there for the rebound at 14:11 of the first.  

The Canes looked sluggish much of the first and were 
outshot 14-7 as Nedeljkovic has gotten a lot of work. The 
Blue Jackets had two shorthanded chances on the only 
power play of the period.  

Some of the Canes’ best shifts have come from their fourth 
line centered by Morgan Geekie. 
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Game setup 

The Carolina Hurricanes already have played one team four 
straight games this season. That didn’t turn out very well for 
the Canes — Tampa Bay won the last three. 

The Canes will give it another go, this time against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets. The NHL saw fit to schedule four 
straight games, the first two in Raleigh and then two in 
Columbus.  

The Canes (20-7-1) will begin the second half of the 56-
game regular season Thursday at PNC Arena against the 
one Central Division team they know so well from the Metro 
Division. They also know what to expect from the Blue 
Jackets (11-12-7): a tough, grinding game for 60 minutes, 
maybe longer. 

“You obviously want to get started well,” forward Jordan 
Martinook said after Thursday’s morning skate. “And tonight 
we want to get back on track. We know Columbus are 
always hard-checking games and there’s not a lot of room 
out there and they play a hard-working style. We try and do 
the same.  

“I think once games three and four roll around you know 
exactly what they’re going to do. You know their tendencies. 
It’s about who can stick with their game the longest and who 
can not make the little mistake that ends up in the back of 
your net.” 

The Canes started well in the foursome of games against 
Tampa Bay, winning 4-0 as Alex Nedeljkovic had his first 

NHL shutout. Tampa Bay won the second game in Raleigh 
4-2, then won 3-0 and 3-1 in the two games in Tampa. 

“I thought we played four good games against Tampa,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday. “The results 
weren’t what we wanted, but I don’t think we could have 
done much different. Sometimes, you get caught up in the 
results and it’s really the process. If we can play (Columbus) 
tough four times hopefully we can have the results.” 

Carolina was 0-5 on the power play in the fourth game 
against the Lightning. but has heated up since, scoring 
power-play goals in eight of the past nine games. The Canes 
are first in the NHL in power-play percentage (31.9). 

The lineup 

Goalie Alex Nedeljkovic will get another shot at the Blue 
Jackets and will be shooting for his fifth straight win.this 
season. There will be no other lineup changes, Brind’Amour 
said, from the 4-2 loss Tuesday against Detroit. 

Brind’Amour said goalie Petr Mrazek (thumb surgery) did 
some skating Thursday and called that a “good sign.” 
Brind’Amour said Mrazek said he felt better but again noted 
he will know more about the goalie when he returns to 
practice. 

Forward Warren Foegele, who left Tuesday’s game after 
taking a hit along the boards, was at the morning skate and 
will play. Forward Teuvo Teravainen (concussion) was not at 
the morning skate.
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Carolina Hurricanes midseason superlatives: The MVP, biggest surprise, most underrated, 
best dressed and more 

By Sara Civian 

I may or may not be looking like Will Hunting at that MIT 
chalkboard trying to figure out when exactly “midseason” is in 
2020-21, but according to my calculations, we’re just about 
there. 

The Canes have cooled off a bit with two straight losses after 
an eight-game win streak, but they’re still tied for second in 
the Central with 42 points and a 20-7-2 record — and that’s 
only two points behind the No. 1 Lightning. Life is good in 
Canes Land, and there’s a real chance we’ll see a deep 
playoff run. But halfway through the season, how are the 
players doing on an individual basis? 

It’s time for The Athletic’s third annual Hurricanes midseason 
superlatives. 

Best all-around: Jordan Staal 

This one was an unusually tough call this season because so 
many Hurricanes are contributing above what was expected. 
But Staal has remained a nightmare to play against and a 
menace on the faceoff dot, all while re-discovering the 
scoring touch he had in his younger years. He’s got 10 goals 
and 22 points in 26 games on top winning 58.8 of his 
faceoffs (a pretty ridiculous number considering the amount 
he takes). 

The captain has been stepping up in ways no one asked him 
to, and you’ve seen that trickle down throughout the lineup. 

I asked Sebastian Aho what has changed about Staal from 
last year. 

“Absolutely nothing,” he said, without hesitation. “The only 
difference is he shows up on the scoresheet. He’s always 
been the same guy. He works hard. He’s the leader on and 
off the ice. He takes huge draws. He kills penalties. He’s 
been good on the power play every time I play with him. So 
just the difference is he’s producing more points, but he’s 
always been the same player to me. He’s always been a 
great player. I knew that he was capable of that. I played with 
him a lot my second year. I felt it was such an easy game for 
me. I think I had breakaways every game because he 
defends so well. He just lets you do your own thing out 
there.” 

“He’s got a lot to be confident about,” Alex Nedeljkovic 
offered. “He’s been a great player for a long time in this 
league. He’s won a Stanley Cup. He’s played with some 
great players. He’s off to a really (good) start, and he’s just 
building off of that every game. You see it in practice. He’s 
passing the puck hard. It’s crisp. He’s always the hardest 
worker. He’s putting the puck in the net. He’s letting it rip. It’s 
every day. It’s not like this is on game days, he just decides 
he’s going to show up and work. This is an everyday thing, 
and it’s not really that big of a surprise.” 

So while you could make a case for several other Hurricanes 
for MVP or best all-around, Staal started it and has kept it 
going. He’s quietly set a standard for the team by just doing 
the dang thing every day. 

This year’s hard name you’d better learn how to pronounce: 
Alex Nedeljkovic 

Folks, it looks like Nedeljkovic might finally be here to stay. 
He’s forced himself into not only the Hurricanes’ backup 
conversation but also the starter conversation with a 6-2-2 
record, 2.16 goals-against average and .926 save 
percentage. He leads all rookie goaltenders in save 
percentage, and among NHL goalies with at least five starts 
in 2020-21, he ranks third in save percentage and tied for 
fifth in GAA. 

I don’t know what the Hurricanes will do when Petr Mrazek 
returns from injury, but Nedeljkovic more than deserves a 
chance to stay in an NHL net, and you should remember his 
name. 

Biggest surprise: Vincent Trocheck 

Is it fair to call Trocheck, who is tied for the lead on the team 
in goals with 13 and was tied for the lead in points with 24 
before his injury, a surprise? 

It was expected that he’d bounce back somewhat this 
season after a few frustrating years of battling the aftermath 
of a severely broken fibula. But I think the hockey world may 
have forgotten just how good he is when healthy, and we 
were getting a daily reminder this season before a new, 
upper-body injury took him out of the lineup. Trocheck was 
making difficult net-front plays look easy, and he was often a 
difference-maker in games the Corsi Canes of years past 
would have dropped. 

It’s such a shame he’s sidelined again, but at least it’s not a 
re-aggravation of the leg injury, and he might be able to 
make a return this season. He — and the hockey world as a 
whole — deserve a happier ending for him. 

Mister Congeniality: Steven Lorentz 

As Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour said, “you root 
for guys” like Steve Lorentz. His undying positivity off the ice 
and effort on it have helped give the team perspective while 
playing through a season of unprecedented protocols and 
restrictions. 

Comeback of the year: Nino Niederreiter 

Niederreiter has returned to his post-trade form in 2020-21, 
with 13 goals and a three-way tie for the Hurricanes’ scoring 
lead. He’s always been streaky in terms of production, but 
that’s not necessarily a bad thing when he’s on at all the 
perfect times. That first season with the Canes, he was 
producing at an insane rate during a tough playoff push, and 
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now he’s turned it on again, with points in all four games 
during Trocheck’s absence. 

You’ll take that timing any day. 

Most likely to get traded to Duke: Morgan Geekie 

The only person who enjoys scoring in March more than 
Christian Laettner might be Morgan Geekie. 

Geekie apparently has an inherent ability to get called up 
and score a few goals on various March evenings. In his 
NHL debut on March 8, 2020, he scored two, and this 
season, playing his first game in a month, he scored two 
again on March 11. When asked if this was a coincidence, 
he said his dad’s birthday is in March. So shoutout to Mr. 
Geekie. 

The North Division award for being the guy the Canadian 
media will call underrated in two to three months: Martin 
Necas 

Every night I think to myself, “Why aren’t more people talking 
about Martin Necas?” 

And then I remember it is literally my job to talk about Martin 
Necas and this is a me problem. 

The man is a walking highlight reel who has completely 
changed the complexion of the Hurricanes’ power play. It 
doesn’t matter what unit he’s on, but Brind’Amour is going to 
have a tough time taking him off the first unit based on how 
effective he is there. 

I could watch Necas’ zone entries all day. Give him a 
centimeter, and he will take a mile, hence his two overtime 
goals this season. Every shift is dangerous. 

Most actually underrated by definition of the word 
underrated: Jake Bean 

So much is going on with the Hurricanes right now, plus they 
have so many defensemen. Bean’s first real season in the 
NHL shouldn’t be ignored, though. He’s got a goal and 10 
points in 19 games — third among Hurricanes defensemen. 
He’s second among NHL rookie defensemen in assists and 
points, and he leads all rookie blueliners in both power-play 
assists (four) and power-play points (five). 

He has certainly made the Seattle expansion draft protection 
conversation interesting… 

Unsung hero: Sebastian Aho 

Are you seeing a theme of depth here, yet? With three 
Canes having 13 goals and six having at least eight, it’s been 
fun to watch some of the less usual subjects step up. 

But there’s also something to be said about consistency, and 
just because we expect Aho to be one of the team’s leading 
scorers at this point doesn’t mean we shouldn’t celebrate it. 
Including the playoffs, Aho’s got 202 points in his past 201 
games. His two goals Thursday put him at 133 regular-
season career goals, third among players from the 2015 draft 
behind only Connor McDavid (180) and Jack Eichel (139). 

The Hurricanes’ youth movement has blossomed around 
Aho, and we should appreciate his nightly contributions even 
though they’ve become the norm. 

Best dressed: Dougie Hamilton
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Jones’ 2nd goal sinks Hurricanes in overtime 

Sebastian Aho scored twice, but Carolina ended up on the 
losing end for the second straight game 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Hurricanes continued to be effective on the power play 
and earned a point by reaching overtime, but Columbus 
defenseman Seth Jones’ second goal of the game, with 51 
seconds left in OT, gave the Blue Jackets a 3-2 win 
Thursday at PNC Arena. 

Sebastian Aho scored both of Carolina’s goals, and Alex 
Nedeljkovic made 25 saves but was handed his first loss 
since Feb. 24. 

Three Thoughts 

1. The Hurricanes looked like a team that had a rough trip 
back home from the Motor City — and they did. The team 
was stuck on the tarmac in Detroit on Tuesday night and 
then had to detour to Greensboro, where they arrived in the 
wee hours of Wednesday morning. A brief stay in a hotel and 
a bus ride later, they were back in Raleigh. 

But the Hurricanes didn’t look like they showed up at PNC 
Arena until the second period. 

Columbus outshot Carolina 14-7 and led by a goal after one. 

“The first period was really bad, which I somewhat expected 
to happen, to be honest with you, just the way our last couple 
of days have been,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. 

2. The Hurricanes kept up their torrid pace with the man 
advantage, scoring on 1-of-3 chances to remain the league’s 
top power play. 

Aho got his second goal of the game on Carolina’s third 
power play of the game. The Hurricanes controlled the zone 
for more than a minute, wearing down the Blue Jackets’ 
penalty killers. Aho settled into the middle of Columbus’ 
quartet of killers and one-timed a pass from Martin Necas to 
give Carolina its only lead of the game. 

“We won a lot of pucks back on that power play,” Aho said. 
“They were gassed, and Necas made a nice play in the slot 
and I just one-timed it, and it was nice to see it (go) in.” 

3. It was the first of four straight against the Blue Jackets, the 
second time this season Carolina will have four consecutive 
games against an opponent. The other time was against the 
Lightning from Feb. 20-25, and the Hurricanes won the first 
game but then lost the final three. The Hurricanes and Blue 
Jackets play again in Raleigh on Saturday, then play in 
Columbus next Monday and Thursday. 

Brind’Amour said before Thursday’s game that while the 
results weren’t there against Tampa Bay, he was satisfied 
with how the team played — and that’s what he hopes for 
against Columbus during the next week. 

“I thought we were really good in those games, so 
sometimes you get caught up in the results,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It’s really the process there. I thought if we can play 
these guys tough four times and hopefully we’ll have the 
results.” 

The coach got two periods and an overtime of decent play 
out of his team Thursday and managed a point. Carolina will 
need to be better to win this extended home-and-home 
series. 

Number To Know 

400 — Career games for Jordan Martinook. The forward 
played 247 games with the Coyotes before his trade to 
Carolina, where he has now played 153. 

They Said It 

“I think he understands what he has to do as a leader on this 
team, and he’s done that.” 

— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour on Sebastian Aho 

Plus 

Sebastian Aho, Hurricanes center — Carolina needed 
someone to jump-start the team after a lackluster first period, 
and Aho did it. First, he scored just 51 seconds in the second 
period with a one-timer off a Nino Niederreiter pass to tie the 
game. Then at 12:20 of the period, Aho scored his power 
play goal to give the Hurricanes a 2-1 lead. 

“Both goals were nice passes from my linemates,” Aho said. 

Aho now has 13 goals, tying him with Niederreiter and the 
injured Vincent Trocheck for the most on the Hurricanes. 
Carolina is the only team in the league with three players 
with 13 or more goals. 

Minus 

Warren Foegele, Hurricanes forward — Foegele was robbed 
of a goal by Columbus goalie Joonas Korpisalo (25 saves) 
with just over seven minutes left in the second period and 
Carolina up 2-1. Instead of a 3-1 lead, the Hurricanes found 
themselves tied after two. 

Then in overtime, Foegele saw his first action of the year at 
3-on-3 — and got caught on the Blue Jackets’ winning goal. 

After Andrei Svechnikov’s shot from the slot was saved, 
Foegele over-committed in pressuring Oliver Bjorkstrand and 
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left Dougie Hamilton alone to defend a 2-on-1 rush, and 
Jones scored his second goal of the night to win it for 
Columbus.

 

 

 

 
Gov. Cooper on NC teams in NCAA Tournament, Canes, and sports wagering 

By Joe Ovies 

It's no secret North Carolina Governor Roy Cooper is a fan 
the Tar Heels and typically has Roy Williams' squads going 
deep into the NCAA Tournament. However, an inconsistent 
season in Chapel Hill gave Cooper some hesitation when it 
came to picking North Carolina's opening round matchup 
against Wisconsin. 

"My instinct tells me Wisconsin is going to beat us from the 
get-go," Cooper explained in his bracket reveal with 99.9FM 
The Fan. "The inconsistent guard play is where the problem 
is and so we just don't know what how they're going to show 
up." 

When reminded Williams is 29-0 in NCAA Tournament first 
round games, Cooper relented and admitted he's taking the 
Tar Heels regardless. 

"I'm picking [Williams] to go 30-0, so there you go," Cooper 
said. 

While Cooper and other college basketball fans filled out 
their NCAA Tournament brackets "for entertainment 
purposes only", it is not yet legal in North Carolina to wager 

on sports outside of the Cherokee and Catawba tribal 
casinos despite the U.S. Supreme Court giving the green 
light for states to legalize sports gambling in 2018. Cooper 
feels the time has come for the laws to change. 

"There's no reason why the state can't do it because it would 
create a significant number of jobs and revenue," Cooper 
said. "I'm for it, but I don't think the General Assembly is 
ready for it yet despite approving for the Native American 
tribes." 

Cooper is also looking forward to focusing on a Carolina 
Hurricanes Stanley Cup playoff push once the NCAA 
Tournament wraps. The governor is so high on this group, he 
invoked the 2006 Stanley Cup champs when discussing the 
current team's success. 

"This team is a special team and it's been a long time since 
you'd go into overtime and you knew the Hurricanes were 
going to win," Cooper said. "It'll be fascinating to see if we 
can pick up someone at the end [of the trade deadline] like 
we did in 2006 to add to the team to bolster it, that'll be a lot 
of fun."
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Recap: Canes Get a Point in First of Four Against Columbus 

Aho scores two goals in 3-2 overtime loss 

By Michael Smith 

Sebastian Aho scored two goals in the second period, but 
the Carolina Hurricanes settled for a point in a 3-2 overtime 
loss to the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

The Difference 

The Canes fell to 3-2 in overtime this season when Seth 
Jones skated in on a 2-on-1 rush and scored on a top-shelf 
wrister in the last minute of the extra session. That gave 
Columbus the extra point, though the Canes were able to 
snag another all-important one in the standings. 

"It's a good team, and they're going to grind you. They do it 
right, and you have to fight for everything you get," head 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "That's par for the course. We 
know what we're getting into. We just weren't quite ready to 
dig in at the start of the game." 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: Sebastian Aho  

After a weary first period, Aho helped spark the Canes in the 
second. 

Just 51 seconds into the middle stanza, he netted his 12th 
goal of the season to tie the game at one. As the Canes 
rolled a partial line change, Warren Foegele tried to jam a 
puck in, but Joonas Korpisalo poked it off his stick. Nino 
Niederreiter grabbed the rebound and fed Aho, who fired a 
shot past Korpisalo's glove. 

Aho netted his second of the period on the power play. With 
Martin Necas stickhandling along the far half-wall, Aho 
backed into a soft spot in the high slot. Necas fed him for the 
one-timer, and Aho scorched a shot past Korpisalo through a 
Jordan Staal-sized screen in front. 

The goal was Aho's 13th of the season, tying him for the 
team lead. Aho has totaled eight points (5g, 3a) in his last six 
games. 

"He's played well all year," Brind'Amour said. "He 
understands what he has to do as a leader on this team, and 
he's done that." 

Minus: The first period 

The Canes slogged their way through the first 20 minutes. As 
Jordan Martinook told Tripp Tracy in the first intermission 
interview, the team "wasn't even close to being good 
enough." Not totally unexpectedly, the Canes looked like a 
team that had travel nightmares two nights prior - because 

that's exactly what happened. The team's plane sat on the 
tarmac in Detroit for two hours while trying to outwait dense 
fog and zero visibility in Raleigh. The Canes were then re-
routed to Greensboro, where they had to cobble together 
rooms in two hotels at 4 a.m. before busing to Raleigh six 
hours later. It's not meant to be an excuse; it's a rational 
explanation for why the team performed the way it did in the 
first period. 

"Our first period was really bad, which I somewhat expected 
to happen, to be honest with you, just with the way our last 
couple of days have been," Brind'Amour said. "We kind of 
got going, and it was a pretty even game after that, but it's 
tough to play 40 minutes in the NHL and expect to win." 

Not totally unexpected either was the Canes' response in the 
latter two periods of the game. The leadership in that room 
wasn't going to let a tough travel night and a plodding 20 
minutes define an entire game. 

"We didn't like our first period at all. We weren't skating hard 
enough. We just gave it to them too easily in the first period," 
Aho said. "We got back, and it's always nice to see the team 
dig in and come back. The first period was not good 
enough." 

Stats Pack 

10: Dougie Hamilton recorded the secondary assist on Aho's 
power-play goal in the second period to extend his point 
streak to 10 games (2g, 10a). Hamilton is one game shy of 
equaling Mark Howe's franchise-long point streak by a 
defenseman, set in 1980. 

69: Jordan Martinook is the 69th player in franchise history to 
play his 400th career game in the NHL with the club. 

5-0-2: The Canes are 5-0-2 in their third jerseys this season 
and own a 30-11-5 overall record (including regular season 
and playoffs) in the black alternates. 

Quote of the Night 

"We can't be too negative. We have to learn from the 
mistakes, but we can't let this creep in. We've got to keep our 
heads up and go back to work. That's the key to our game, 
that we outwork other teams. That's our goal in the next 
game." - Sebastian Aho 

Up Next 

The Canes and Blue Jackets rematch on Saturday night 
before this four-game set shifts to Columbus.
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Jones, Blue Jackets defeat Hurricanes in OT 

Defenseman scores second goal of game with 51 seconds 
left; Carolina loses second in row after eight-game streak 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Seth Jones scored his second goal of the 
game with 51 seconds left in overtime to give the Columbus 
Blue Jackets a 3-2 win against the Carolina Hurricanes at 
PNC Arena on Thursday. 

"We needed someone to take control of the game for us. I 
thought he stood up and said, 'I'm going to be the guy 
tonight,'" Columbus coach John Tortorella said. "It's one of 
the better games I've seen him play since he's been here, at 
an important time." 

Oliver Bjorkstrand had three assists for the Blue Jackets (12-
12-7), who are 2-0-2 in the past four games. Joonas 
Korpisalo made 25 saves. 

Jones won it with a wrist shot from the left face-off circle on a 
2-on-1 rush with Jack Roslovic. 

"Crossing the blue line, I thought (Hurricanes defenseman) 
[Dougie] Hamilton was in a pretty good spot," Jones said. "I 
looked pass first, and when I got to the top of the circle, I was 
thinking shot. With the ice not being the greatest, I just 
decided to put one on net." 

Sebastian Aho scored two goals for the Hurricanes (20-7-2), 
who have lost two in a row after an eight-game winning 
streak. Alex Nedeljkovic made 25 saves. 

"It could snowball, but I don't think it will," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "You have to fight for everything you 
get, and that's what happened tonight. We just weren't quite 
ready to dig in at the start of the game." 

The teams will play the second of a four-game series here 
Saturday. The third and four games will be played at 
Columbus. 

Jones gave the Blue Jackets a 1-0 lead at 14:11 of the first 
period. He skated from the Columbus zone and fed 
Bjorkstrand for a shot before scoring on the rebound near the 
goal line. 

Aho took a backhand pass from Nino Niederreiter in the left 
circle and scored on a snap shot to tie the game 1-1 at 51 
seconds in the second period. 

Korpisalo kept it tied at 12:57 when he made a diving stick 
save on Warren Foegele's shot at the right post. 

"It comes from practice, never giving up on any puck," 
Korpisalo said. "It doesn't matter if it looks like an empty net, 
you try to stop the puck. It's just the battle level I have." 

Aho gave the Hurricanes a 2-1 lead at 12:20 when he scored 
a power-play goal off a pass from Martin Necas. Hamilton 
got the second assist to extend his point streak to 10 games 
(two goals, 10 assists). 

"We won a lot of pucks back in that power play, and 
obviously they were gassed," Aho said. "Necas made a nice 
play in the slot, and I just one-timed it." 

Kevin Stenlund scored with a one-timer off a pass across the 
slot from Max Domi to tie it 2-2 at 17:50 of the second. 
Stenlund initially was listed as a scratch but was inserted into 
the lineup after forward Mikhail Grigorenko became ill. 

"Obviously, it's a big boost for confidence, just at that part of 
the game," Stenlund said. "We were down 2-1, and it was a 
big goal for us." 

Korpisalo made four saves in overtime, including on a 
redirection at the top of the crease by Jaccob Slavin at 23 
seconds and against Necas on a breakaway at 3:07. 

"He kept us at 2-1, (then) makes a couple big saves in 
overtime," Tortorella said. "They find a way." 

NOTES: It was Jones' ninth overtime goal since entering the 
NHL in 2013-14, tied with Brent Burns of the San Jose 
Sharks for the most among NHL defensemen in that span. … 
Zach Werenski had an assist on Jones' first goal to extend 
his point streak to five games (two goals, four assists). ... 
Hurricanes forward Jordan Martinook played his 400th NHL 
game. … Hamilton is the eighth NHL defenseman in the past 
20 years to have a point streak of at least 10 games.
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Jones scores in last minute of OT, Columbus beats Carolina  

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Seth Jones scored his second goal 
with 50.4 seconds remaining in overtime to give the 
Columbus Blue Jackets a 3-2 win over the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Thursday night. 

Kevin Stenlund scored in regulation for the Blue Jackets. 
Oliver Bjorkstrand assisted on all three goals. 

Once Jones took control of the puck on the last sequence, 
he chose not to give it up. 

“Crossing the blue line, I thought (Carolina defenseman 
Dougie) Hamilton was in a pretty good spot,” Jones said. “I 
looked pass first, and when I got to the top of the circle I was 
really thinking shot. With the ice not being the greatest, I just 
decided to put one on net.” 

Sebastian Aho scored twice for the Hurricanes, who lost their 
second straight after an eight-game winning streak. 

Columbus goalie Joonas Korpisalo stopped 25 shots, 
including Martin Necas’ attempt off an overtime breakaway. 

Alex Nedeljkovic made 25 saves for Carolina in the first of 
four consecutive meetings between the teams. The teams 
play again Saturday. 

Jones opened and closed the scoring, giving him three goals 
this season. 

“We needed someone to take control of the game for us,” 
Columbus coach John Tortorella said. “I thought he stood up 
and said I’m going to be the guy.” 

Jones is the franchise career leader in points among 
defensemen. He never had a goal in 27 previous games 
against the Hurricanes. 

“I was just trying to be aggressive,” Jones said. “I want to get 
that in my game a little bit more.” 

The Hurricanes recovered from a rough start, when the Blue 
Jackets had 14 of the game’s first 18 shots. 

“We did it in spurts the rest of the way,” Carolina coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “It was a pretty even game after the first 
period.” 

Aho’s first goal came 51 seconds into the second period. His 
second goal came on a power play, though the shot was 
unleashed not too far from the spot of his first tally on the left 
side of the net. 

Aho pulled even with Nino Niederreiter, who had scored in 
each of the past two games, and injured Vincent Trocheck 
for the team lead in goals with 13. 

Stenlund, who wasn’t in the team’s original lineup, tied the 
game with 2:10 remaining in the second period. It was his 
fifth goal of the season. 

It was the fourth consecutive Columbus game to go beyond 
regulation. It marked the 18th one-goal game for the Blue 
Jackets, who are 9-2-7 in those games. 

The Hurricanes were limited to four third-period shots. 

“I thought we really settled down,” Tortorella said. “I don’t 
think we even gave them a chance in the third period.” 

THAT WORKED OUT 

Stenlund had gone seven consecutive games without a point 
and was set to be a healthy scratch before the lineup 
change. He replaced Mikhail Grigorenko, who was out with 
an illness not related to COVID. 

Stenlund, who has scored in both of the team’s games in 
Raleigh this season, has logged more than 12 minutes only 
once in his last six outings. Still, he showed signs of the 
types of contributions needed. 

“I just want to notice (Stenlund),” Tortorella said about the 
center. “I’m not worried about mistakes, but I can’t have him 
blend in. That’s what I thought was happening with his 
game.” 

The Columbus roster was also affected by putting center 
Emil Bemstrom on injured reserve because of a lower-body 
injury sustained in Wednesday’s practice. 

RIGHT ON TIME 

Korpisalo had to make as many saves in the first four 
minutes of overtime as he did in the entire third period. The 
most challenging one came when Necas skated in on what 
amounted to a long breakaway. 

“He had a lot of time. I had a lot of time to set myself up,” 
Korpisalo said of assessing the situation. “It’s my job to stop 
the pucks.” 

Korpisalo has run hot and cold against the Hurricanes. In two 
victories, he allowed two goals in each game. In two losses, 
he yielded 11 goals across five periods. 

PRODUCING POINTS 

Hamilton has a 10-game points streak after his assist on 
Aho’s second goal. That’s one game shy of the franchise 
record for a defenseman. 

During the current streak, Hamilton has just one game with 
more than one point. He holds the NHL’s longest active 
points streak.
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Aho scores two, but Canes fall in overtime 

The Hurricanes did not get off to a good start Thursday night, 
and it ultimately cost them in a 3-2 overtime loss to the 
Columbus Blue Jackets.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Despite really only having their A-game for one period of 
regulation Thursday night, the Hurricanes managed to walk 
away with a point, but could not come up with the second in 
a 3-2 overtime loss to the Columbus Blue Jackets.  

Sebastian Aho scored both of the Hurricanes’ goals, and 
Alex Nedeljkovic made 25 saves in net.  

Carolina nearly won it in the first minute of overtime, as Aho 
set up Jaccob Slavin on the doorstep, but Joonas Korpisalo 
robbed him point blank. Carolina had another golden chance 
with under two minutes to play, as Martin Necas had a clear-
cut breakaway from the red line in, but Korpisalo denied him.  

Columbus then won the game with under two minutes left in 
overtime, as Seth Jones beat Nedeljkovic with a shot off the 
rush.  

The Canes’ power play got an early chance under two 
minutes into the game but put out one of its worst 
performances of the season, forcing Nedeljkovic to make two 
sharp saves shorthanded.  

Carolina’s sloppy first continued, and, with about six minutes 
left in the frame, Seth Jones pounced on the rebound of an 
Oliver Bjorkstrand shot from the slot to make it 1-0.  

Overall, the Hurricanes were probably lucky to get to the first 
intermission down only a goal, as they rarely threatened in 
the offensive zone and looked out of sync in a period in 
which they were outshot 14-7. 

The Hurricanes came out with much more jump in the 
second period and tied the game just 51 seconds into the 
frame. Warren Foegele won a battle behind the net and gave 
the puck to Nino Niederreiter, who slid a backhand feed to 
Aho at the top of the right circle that the Finnish center 
roofed to make it 1-1.  

The Canes’ power play then gave the team the lead in its 
third opportunity of the night. Following over a minute of crisp 
puck movement, Martin Necas found Aho in the slot, and 
Aho buried his second of the game to put Carolina up 2-1. 
Dougie Hamilton also picked up his 20th assist of the season 
on Aho’s goal to extend his point streak to 10 games.  

The Canes came inches from making it 3-1 shortly after 
Aho’s second, but Joonas Korpisalo got across to deny 
Warren Foegele with a yawning cage.  

Columbus tied the game at two with about two minutes left in 
the second period, as Max Domi slid a pass across to Kevin 
Stenlund, who buried it to knot things up.  

Somewhat similarly to the first, the third period was not the 
Canes’ best performance, as they struggled to get anything 
going and didn’t record a shot on goal in the first 15:30 of the 
frame.  

They managed to keep the Blue Jackets off the board, 
however, sending the game to bonus hockey. 

They said it: Brind’Amour, Hamilton, Aho on overtime loss  

Rod Brind’Amour, Sebastian Aho and Dougie Hamilton 
spoke to the media following a 3-2 overtime loss to the 
Columbus Blue Jackets.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes walked away with a point against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets Thursday, but couldn’t do enough to 
get the second in a 3-2 overtime loss, despite two goals from 
Sebastian Aho and Dougie Hamilton extending his point 
streak to 10 games. 

Aho, Hamilton and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the media 
following the loss, here’s a full breakdown of everything they 
had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On not letting things spiral: You don’t ever want to lose. It 
can snowball, but I don’t think it will. Tonight was obviously 
not a good start. The first period was really bad, which I 
somewhat expected to happen, to be honest with you. That 
was just the way our last couple days have been. We kind of 
got going and it was a pretty even game after that, but it’s 
tough to play 40 minutes in the NHL and expect to win.  

On the first period and if he expects all the games against 
Columbus to be like this: Yeah. It’s a good team. They’re 
going to grind you, and they do it right. You have to fight for 
everything you get. That’s what happened tonight. That’s par 
for the course. We know what we’re getting into, we just 
weren’t quite ready to dig in at the start of the game. Then 
we did in spurts the rest of the way. I think it was a pretty 
even game after the first period and even overtime, we had 
our chances. That’s how it goes. 

On starting on time, and how he can help that happen: 
There’s nothing I can do. We talk about it all the time. We 
talk about it so much that they’re probably sick of hearing it. 
They know the message. The other team gets paid a lot of 
money to get their game going in the first period, too. This 
notion of ‘You’ve got to play 60 minutes and dominate’ is 
absolutely absurd. We’re not going to be able to do that. 
Nobody does that. But, when I say play 60 minutes, it means 
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it has to look the way it should. And it didn’t in the first period. 
We were late to everything. And when you’re late to 
everything, you lose all the puck battles and that’s just not 
how we play. That’s on the individual to ramp it up. That’s 
what you have to do in this league. There’s no other way to 
do it. 

On Sebastian Aho: He’s played well all year. I hate that we 
have to always talk about “He’s scoring, that means he’s 
playing well.’ No. I don’t even notice that. I don’t even look at 
the stats on those things. To me, it’s he’s played well all 
year. He’s a great player, he’s going to score. He may go in 
spurts where he doesn’t, but that doesn’t mean he’s not 
playing well. I think he understands what he has to do as a 
leader on this team, and he’s done that.  

Dougie Hamilton 

On finding their game in the second but losing it in the third: I 
thought we outplayed them in the third to be honest. I think 
we had a rough start obviously. Had a couple of tough days 
the past couple of days. It was tough for us to get going I 
think. It was good by us to get better in the second and third, 
but it was a tough first period. That was the problem. 

Sebastian Aho 

On his goals: It was a good pass on both goals by my 
linemates. We won a lot of puck battles back during our 

power plays. Obviously they were gassed. Made a nice play 
in the slot and I just one-timed it. It was nice to see them go 
in. 

On coming out better in the second period: We didn’t like our 
first period at all. We weren’t skating hard enough. We just 
gave the first period to them too easy. We got back, which is 
always a nice thing to see that a team digs in and comes 
back, but yeah. The first period was not good enough. 

On the third period: There wasn’t too much going on in the 
third, but we had our chances. Obviously they had a good 
goalie today and he made some nice saves. We didn’t lose 
because of that. It’s more the beginning of the game that 
kind of cost us. Third period was fine I felt. 

On being careful to not let things slide the other way: 
Absolutely. We can’t be too negative. Obviously we have to 
learn from the mistakes, but we just can’t let this creep in. 
We’ve got to keep our heads up and go back to work. It’s just 
the key to our game. That we outwork the other teams. 
That’s our goal for the next game. 

On the message to start on time: As individual players we 
have to take care that we’re ready right from the get go and 
just try to build good team spirit in the first too. To me, 
individual players have to take care of the body and more 
importantly, be ready mentally.

 

 

 

Friday’s game postponed 

The American Hockey League announced Thursday that the 
Chicago Wolves game scheduled for Friday night at Grand 
Rapids has been postponed due to league COVID-19 
protocols affecting the Wolves. 

This marks the first postponement for either the Wolves or 
the Griffins this season. The teams already are scheduled to 
play at Van Andel Arena on Tuesday, March 23, so there’s 
potential to make up this postponed game shortly. 

The Central Division-leading Wolves return to home ice at 7 
p.m. Saturday, March 27, when they meet the Rockford 
IceHogs at the Wolves Training Facility in Hoffman Estates. 
All Wolves games can be seen on AHLTV. The league offers 
a wide variety of economical subscription packages at 
AHLTV.com. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article250033894.html 

https://theathletic.com/2458827/2021/03/19/carolina-hurricanes-midseason-superlatives-the-mvp-biggest-surprise-most-underrated-best-dressed-
and-more/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/03/jones-2nd-goal-sinks-hurricanes-in-overtime/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gov-cooper-on-nc-teams-in-ncaa-tournament-canes-and-sports-wagering/19582173/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-get-a-point-in-first-of-four-against-columbus/c-322659470 
https://www.nhl.com/news/columbus-blue-jackets-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-321525614 

https://apnews.com/article/martin-necas-seth-jones-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-sebastian-aho-a91a6e8351bd78218702631c7ef979c8 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/18/22339251/aho-scores-two-but-canes-fall-in-overtime 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/18/22339319/they-said-it-brindamour-hamilton-aho-on-overtime-loss 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/03/18/fridays-game-postponed/ 
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Blue Jackets turn back Hurricanes in overtime on Seth Jones’ goal 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Carolina Hurricanes’ goalie Alex Nedeljkovic (39) reacts as Columbus 
Blue Jackets’ Seth Jones (3) scores in overtime to give Columbus a 3-2 
victory on Thursday, March 18, 2021 at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 

The NHL saw fit to schedule the Carolina Hurricanes and Columbus Blue 
Jackets for four straight games midway through the season. Overkill, 
perhaps, but the schedule. 

The first of the four was played Thursday at PNC Arena and was a 
typical Canes-Jackets game, with bodies colliding, open ice hard to find 
and the intensity level pretty high. 

The game was so evenly played that it went to overtime, and Seth Jones’ 
second goal of the game, with 50.4 seconds left, won it for Columbus 3-
2. 

Jones’ winner came after goalie Joonas Korpisalo stopped a breakaway 
by the Canes’ Martin Necas and then a shot from the slot from Andrei 
Svechnikov. In the opening moments of the OT, Korpisalo gloved a shot 
by Jaccob Slavin, who slipped in front of the crease for a redirection of an 
Aho pass. 

The Blue Jackets (12-12-7) then converted a two-on-one rush as Jones 
ripped a shot past Alex Nedeljkovic, who had a four-game winning streak 
end. 

“It’s a good team and they’re going to grind you and they do it right,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “You have to fight for everything you 
get and that’s what happened tonight. We know what we’re getting into. 
We just weren’t quite ready to dig in at the start of the game and then did 
it in spurts the rest of the way. 

“It was a pretty even game after the first period and even overtime we 
had our chances. That’s how it goes.” 

Sebastian Aho scored twice for the Hurricanes (20-7-2), his 12th and 
13th of the season, and Dougie Hamilton now has a 10-game point 
streak, one shy of the franchise record for defensemen set by Mark 
Howe in 1980. 

Jones scored the only goal of the first period, and the Blue Jackets’ Kevin 
Stenlund tied the score for Columbus in the second. 

The Canes, beaten Tuesday in Detroit, had an indifferent first period, 
falling behind 1-0 as Jones scored off a rebound for the Blue Jackets and 
Columbus pressured Nedeljkovic much of the period. As Brind’Amour put 
it, “We were late to everything.” 

“We just gave it too easy to them, the first period,” Aho said. “We got it 
back. It’s always nice to see the team can dig in and come back.” 

The Canes were a different team in the second, tying the score 51 
seconds into the period on Aho’s first goal and moving in front 2-1 as Aho 
scored on the power play off a Necas’ pass. 

The Canes were jumping and nearly made if 3-1 as forward Warren 
Foegele, looking at an open net, was stymied on a shot by a scrambling 
Korpisalo, who finished with 25 saves. 

But a penalty on the Canes’ Brett Pesce stalled Carolina’s momentum 
late in the second. Columbus didn’t score on the power play but 
Stenlund, unchecked for a shot, tied it a few seconds after the power play 
expired. 

“We can’t be negative. We can’t let this creep in,” Aho said of losing the 
past two games. “We have to have our heads up and go back to work.” 

SECOND PERIOD: ALL TIED UP 

It took the Canes 51 seconds in the second period to tie the score as 
Sebastian Aho got his 12th of the season, and the center then added a 
power-play goal for his 13th as the Canes took the lead. 

The Blue Jackets, after falling behind 2-1, tied it up late in the period on a 
goal by Kevin Stenlund. That came four seconds after a Columbus power 
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play expired as Stenlund was left unchecked, took a Max Domi pass and 
scored. 

After Warren Foegele got the puck to the net, Nino Niederreiter collected 
it for a short pass to Aho in the left circle. Aho took it from there, ripping a 
shot past Joonas Korpisalo. 

Aho scored on the power play at 12:20 of the second, burying a pass 
from Martin Necas. The two nearly clicked a few seconds earlier but Aho 
didn’t miss the second time. 

The Canes’ Dougie Hamilton earned an assist on the Aho power-play 
goal, extending his point streak to 10 games. 

Only a diving stop by Korpisalo stopped the Canes from taking a 3-1 lead 
soon after the power play as Foegele was looking at an open net but 
Korpisalo recovered quickly enough to make a save with his stick — a 
stop that became bigger after Columbus tied it. 

The Canes were swarming much of the second after being a little 
lackluster in the first. The Blue Jackets went without a shot for the first 12 
minutes of the period. 

FIRST PERIOD: BLUE JACKETS LEAD 1-0 

Seth Jones has his second goal of the season for Columbus and the 
Blue Jackets a 1-0 lead after the first period. 

After the Canes lost of the puck in the Columbus zone, the Jackets 
quickly had a 3-on-2 rush in transition. Alex Nedeljkovic stopped a shot 
by Oliver Bjorkstrand, but Jones was there for the rebound at 14:11 of 
the first. 

The Canes looked sluggish much of the first and were outshot 14-7 as 
Nedeljkovic has gotten a lot of work. The Blue Jackets had two 
shorthanded chances on the only power play of the period. 

Some of the Canes’ best shifts have come from their fourth line centered 
by Morgan Geekie. 

GAME SETUP 

The Carolina Hurricanes already have played one team four straight 
games this season. That didn’t turn out very well for the Canes — Tampa 
Bay won the last three. 

The Canes will give it another go, this time against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. The NHL saw fit to schedule four straight games, the first two in 
Raleigh and then two in Columbus. 

The Canes (20-7-1) will begin the second half of the 56-game regular 
season Thursday at PNC Arena against the one Central Division team 
they know so well from the Metro Division. They also know what to 
expect from the Blue Jackets (11-12-7): a tough, grinding game for 60 
minutes, maybe longer. 

“You obviously want to get started well,” forward Jordan Martinook said 
after Thursday’s morning skate. “And tonight we want to get back on 
track. We know Columbus are always hard-checking games and there’s 
not a lot of room out there and they play a hard-working style. We try and 
do the same. 

“I think once games three and four roll around you know exactly what 
they’re going to do. You know their tendencies. It’s about who can stick 
with their game the longest and who can not make the little mistake that 
ends up in the back of your net.” 

The Canes started well in the foursome of games against Tampa Bay, 
winning 4-0 as Alex Nedeljkovic had his first NHL shutout. Tampa Bay 
won the second game in Raleigh 4-2, then won 3-0 and 3-1 in the two 
games in Tampa. 

“I thought we played four good games against Tampa,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday. “The results weren’t what we wanted, 
but I don’t think we could have done much different. Sometimes, you get 

caught up in the results and it’s really the process. If we can play 
(Columbus) tough four times hopefully we can have the results.” 

Carolina was 0-5 on the power play in the fourth game against the 
Lightning. but has heated up since, scoring power-play goals in eight of 
the past nine games. The Canes are first in the NHL in power-play 
percentage (31.9). 

THE LINEUP 

Goalie Alex Nedeljkovic will get another shot at the Blue Jackets and will 
be shooting for his fifth straight win.this season. There will be no other 
lineup changes, Brind’Amour said, from the 4-2 loss Tuesday against 
Detroit. 

Brind’Amour said goalie Petr Mrazek (thumb surgery) did some skating 
Thursday and called that a “good sign.” Brind’Amour said Mrazek said he 
felt better but again noted he will know more about the goalie when he 
returns to practice. 

Forward Warren Foegele, who left Tuesday’s game after taking a hit 
along the boards, was at the morning skate and will play. Forward Teuvo 
Teravainen (concussion) was not at the morning skate. 
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Hurricanes at the season midpoint: The good, bad, indifferent and what’s 
needed 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have reached the midpoint of the NHL season, 
and there are a lot of good feelings surrounding the team and what it has 
done. 

The record is a good one: 20-7-1. The Canes are well-positioned among 
the Central Division leaders. It’s a very solid team. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, in the final year of his contract, should be 
a candidate for the Jack Adams Award as the NHL’s Coach of the Year 
— and in for a sizable raise and extension. 

“We’ve been pretty successful when we just go out there, play our 
system, trust it and work hard,” center Sebastian Aho said this week. 

The Canes have done that more often than not. A 4-2 loss Tuesday to 
the Detroit Red Wings was a sour one — and every regulation loss is a 
dagger — but it came after the Canes had won eight consecutive games. 

“I think in the first half we’re finding ways to win games, and it’s not 
always our best hockey when we’re doing it,” Canes forward Brock 
McGinn said. “I think we’ve just got to learn through the next half of the 
season that we’ve got to play a full 60 (minutes). I think that’s the way 
you’re going to win in the playoffs and that’s the way you’re going to win 
championships, if you play a complete game.” 

Here’s a look at the Canes after the first 28 games, the good, the bad 
and the indifferent: 

THE BAD 

In a word, injuries. 

The Canes went into the 56-game season prepared to rely on goalie Petr 
Mrazek as their No. 1 guy in net and on forward Teuvo Teravainen to 
again be one of their best playmakers and a steady point producer, a 
player valuable on the power play and in penalty killing. 

That was the plan. Mrazek, who shut out the Wings 3-0 in the season 
opener, has played four games after dislocating a thumb and needing 
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surgery. Teravainen has had issues with COVID-19 and then a 
concussion, missing 15 games. 

“Overall we have to be pretty happy with how things have gone, 
particularly with some of the injuries,” Don Waddell, the Canes president 
and general manager, said Wednesday in an interview with the News & 
Observer. “When Petr went down there were a lot of questions about 
what was going to happen in goal.” 

Waddell said Mrazek has had pins removed from his thumb and has 
been medically cleared to return. 

“Now it’s a matter of him being comfortable,” Waddell said. 

Center Vincent Trocheck more recently has been sidelined with an 
upper-body injury. Best guess: sore ribs after taking a cross-check March 
9 against Nashville. He has been out the past three games and Waddell 
said his status is “week to week.” 

“If you had said those guys were going to be out long term, and now add 
(Trocheck) in the mix, you would have said, ‘Uh oh,’ for sure,” 
Brind’Amour said this week. “We obviously need everyone back to be the 
team I think we can be.” 

THE GOOD 

The Canes were a one-line team Tuesday in Detroit as Aho’s line with 
Nino Niederreiter and Martin Necas carried the play. 

But the Canes have gotten scoring this season from the group and 
needed it. They’re eighth in the league in scoring. 

Trocheck, before his injury, had 13 goals and 24 points. Niederreiter is 
having a strong bounce-back season with 13 goals after a mediocre 11 in 
67 games last season. Brock McGinn has eight goals, topping last year’s 
seven in 68 games. 

Jordan Staal, the team captain, has 10 goals and 22 points but also has 
done all the gritty work of being a defensive force, winning the key draws 
and killing penalties. The team MVP at the midpoint? Odds are, he’d get 
Brind’Amour’s vote. 

The Canes’ power play leads the NHL (31.9%) and they’re ninth in 
penalty killing (81.8%). Forward Jesper Fast, signed in the offseason, 
has been a good addition and given the Canes a net presence in 
screening goalies. As Brind’Amour put it, “He knows how to play.” 

Necas has world-class speed, great hands and terrific offensive instincts, 
and earned Brind’Amour’s trust — and more ice time — by being 
stronger in the defensive end. No. 88 can be a blur and can solve a lot of 
zone-entry problems. 

With Mrazek out, rookie goalie Alex Nedeljkovic has gotten the chance to 
perform and done it well in a rotation with James Reimer. If there was an 
unsung award at the midpoint, “Ned” would get it. 

Aho has called it a “fun group” that has closeness about it this season. 
That’s good, too. 

THE INDIFFERENT 

Andrei Svechnikov captivated the NHL and hockey fans last season with 
his two lacrosse goals, an NHL first, and his blend of power and skill. As 
he began his third NHL season, Svechnikov was seen as a star in the 
making. 

The forward looked that way the first eight games, with six goals and 
three assists. And while he has 11 assists in the past 20 games and has 
been effective on the power play, his goal production has not been there, 
and he has not been the dynamic player many believed he could, and 
would be, especially five-on-five. 

If Svechnikov has been trying to play through some injuries, no one has 
said — or likely will say. He has taken a number of hits, and delivered 
them, as teams try to rattle him physically and get him out of his game. 

It’s also tough gauging Dougie Hamilton’s overall play. The defenseman, 
an NHL All-Star choice last season before breaking a leg, leads the 
Canes with 19 assists but has lagged in scoring goals despite getting his 
chances — Hamilton had a career-high 11 shots Tuesday at Detroit. 

“Obviously, I want to help out offensively because I can, but I’m just 
trying to do my best at that,” Hamilton said this week. “It comes and 
sometimes it doesn’t. I’m just trying to help the team out in whatever 
ways I can.” 

WHAT’S NEEDED 

The NHL trade winds are stirring as the April 12 trade deadline 
approaches, but Brind’Amour offered up an opinion this week: “I like our 
team right now. I don’t know why we would be looking at too much.” 

Waddell said Wednesday that he’s always actively looking for ways to 
improve the team but that salary-cap considerations must be considered, 
with the NHL cap to remain flat next year. 

“We have a little cap space but not a lot of cap space,” Waddell said. 

Waddell said once Mrazek is healthy and playing, the Canes would carry 
all three goalies on the roster, which also will eat some cap space. 

One name that popped up recently in connection with Carolina has been 
former Canes captain Eric Staal, now with the Buffalo Sabres. Jordan 
and Eric Staal once envisioned leading the Canes back into Stanley Cup 
contention after Jordan Staal was traded to Carolina from Pittsburgh in 
June 2012. That didn’t happen. 

Brind’Amour was asked about an Eric Staal return in a roundabout 
fashion on a Zoom media call this week. Staal’s name was not 
mentioned and the NHL frowns on comments made about players under 
contract to other teams, but Brind’Amour handled it well enough. 

“That’s a question that’s probably for further up the chain than me, but I 
think we know he’s an awesome person,” Brind’Amour said of Staal, his 
former teammate who succeeded him as captain. 

If the injuries continue — forward Warren Foegele left Tuesday’s game 
with an upper-body issue — that could change the trade equation and 
there could be moves. The Canes could look to add a veteran forward at 
the right price. The goaltending situation might have to be addressed. 

But the Canes are 20-7-1 and have 41 points midway through the 
season. If they can match that in the second half, and start having more 
fans allowed in PNC Arena, and make the playoffs again ... who knows 
what comes next. 
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What a rush: Seth Jones' OT goal, Joonas Korpisalo's saves lead Blue 
Jackets over Hurricanes 

Jones' second goal of the game, scored with 51 seconds left, made 
Korpisalo's outstanding 25-save effort stand up in the first of four straight 
games against Carolina. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

Seth Jones had the game on his stick with time winding down in overtime 
Thursday night at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 

The Blue Jackets' top defenseman had already snapped a 19-game goal 
drought, got a front-row view of Joonas Korpisalo's latest diving stick 
save and also watched his goalie make four more big stops in 3-on-3 OT, 
in the fourth straight game that lasted longer than three periods for 
Columbus. 
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It was time to get a win, for Korpisalo and the Blue Jackets, and Jones 
delivered with 51 seconds left to play. His wrist shot off a 2-on-1 rush 
zipped under the crossbar on the far side and handed the Blue Jackets a 
3-2 overtime win to start a four-game set against the Hurricanes. 

"We needed someone to take control of the game for us," Blue Jackets 
coach John Tortorella said. "I thought (Jones) stood up and said, ‘I’m 
gonna be the guy tonight.’ It’s one of the better games I’ve seen him play 
since he’s been here, at an important time.”  

The victory also rewarded Korpisalo for an outstanding effort in net, 
which included four saves in OT to keep the game alive. The first was 23 
seconds into the extra period – a glove save off a point-blank tip by 
Carolina’s Jaccob Slavin – and Korpisalo then had to stop Martin Necas’ 
backhand off a breakaway with 1:53 left. 

He also made another diving stick save to thwart a backside off a 
deflected shot in the second, which kept the Hurricanes within a goal at 
2-1. 

“I don’t think about it too much," Korpisalo said of his growing highlight 
reel. "It’s a split-second play and my job is to prevent the puck (from 
going) in. Just get something in front. That’s it.”  

It was a measure of sweet revenge for Korpisalo, who improved to 2-2-0 
this season against the Hurricanes, who’d scored a combined 11 goals 
on 51 shots against him in the previous two games.  

Nedeljkovic made 25 saves for the Hurricanes, who got their goals from 
Sebastian Aho in the second period to overcome a 1-0 deficit.  

Jones and Kevin Stenlund scored in regulation for the Blue Jackets (12-
12-7), who capitalized on the Chicago Blackhawks’s 4-2 loss to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning on Thursday to pull within two points of fourth place 
in the Central Division.  

The Hurricanes (20-7-2), who are winless in their past two games after 
an eight-game winning streak, pulled even for second in the division with 
the Florida Panthers – who lost, 2-1, to the Nashville Predators.  

Nashville is four points back of Columbus in one fewer game played, the 
Dallas Stars – who lost 3-2 in Detroit – are six points back in five less 
games while the Blue Jackets and Blackhawks have played the same 
amount in a simmering chase for the division’s final playoff spot.  

“This is a very important series, a four-game segment for us," Jones said. 
"We know how good of a team Carolina is and what they’ve shown this 
year. We wanted to come out and play with a presence, play with a 
purpose. It wasn’t a perfect hockey game for us, but at the end of the day 
we got two points.”  

Jones’ first goal ended a 19-game drought for the Jackets’ star 
defenseman, who now has three for the season. Aho countered with his 
first of the game 51 seconds into the second, tying it 1-1, and he also 
capped a power play with 7:40 left to give the Hurricanes a 2-1 lead.  

Two shifts later, Korpisalo kept it 2-1 with his desperation stick save, 
denying Carolina’s Warren Foegele from outside the left post. Korpisalo’s 
diving effort just put the blade of his paddle on the puck to knock it down 
and he quickly covered it for a stoppage. 

That cleared the way for Stenlund to tie it 2-2 with 2:10 left in the second.  

Four seconds after the Blue Jackets’ only power play ended, Stenlund 
one-timed a pass from Max Domi past Nedeljkovic on the short side. 

“It was a big goal, because to go into the third tied 2-2 is a little different," 
said Stenlund, who was supposed to be a healthy scratch until Mikhail 
Grigorenko became sick earlier in the day. "Obviously, it’s a big boost for 
the confidence." 

That goal also led to a flipped script in the third, when the Blue Jackets 
outshot Carolina 6-4 and used a stifling defensive effort to force overtime. 

"(That's) an important couple minutes of the game, in where 'Korpi' keeps 
us there and we end up being tied at the end of the second period," 

Tortorella said. "Fortunate to be (tied) there and then I thought we played 
a much better third period.” 
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In four straight games versus Hurricanes, Blue Jackets need a playoff 
intensity 

 

Jacob Myers 

 

The Blue Jackets are 1-2 against Carolina this season heading into a 
pivotal four-game stretch. They beat the Hurricanes on Feb. 8, helped by 
a goal from Scott Harrington (4), but were outscored 13-8 in the other two 
games. 

There are plenty of reasons for skepticism about the Blue Jackets' ability 
to resurrect a season that hasn’t lived up to anyone’s standards through 
30 of 56 games. 

It’s fitting, then, that any hope of the Jackets making the postseason 
likely will sway significantly in a four-game stretch against the Carolina 
Hurricanes that began Thursday in Raleigh. The Jackets believe they 
must deliver the type of playoff intensity they’ll need though the end of 
the regular season.  

“It’s a very important week for us coming up,” defenseman Seth Jones 
said Wednesday. “We want to go in there and play hard, play together 
and play with confidence and try to get a few wins.” 

After Thursday’s game, the Jackets and Hurricanes will meet three more 
times in the next seven days. It marks the only time this season — and 
likely ever in a regular season — the Jackets will play this many games 
in a row against the same opponent. 

In the scheduling oddity that is the 2020-21 season, back-to-back games 
have created a tension between teams that at times has stuck a similar 
feeling to the competitive hatred that can fester between teams in a 
playoff series. Similarly, Jackets games against Tampa Bay have 
become tense affairs based on the teams’ postseason history the past 
two years. 

“When you play a team four times within a week or a week and half, you 
remember some plays and it just gets you in that frame of mind where 
they might get one on you or vice versa, and nobody’s wanting to give an 
inch,” Columbus captain Nick Foligno said. “That’s kind of how this 
season’s gone.” 

The Jackets and Hurricanes are in different positions, but likely view this 
next week as a flashpoint in their seasons. 

Entering Thursday night four points behind Chicago for the final playoff 
spot in the Central Division, the Jackets can’t afford a major setback. The 
Hurricanes — one point behind Tampa Bay and Florida — surely see this 
as an opportunity to take the lead in the division. 

There shouldn’t be any shortage of intensity with those stakes, which 
could only amplify each game. 

However, Foligno said the Jackets don’t have the luxury of looking at 
parts of the schedule that might be more important than others. 

“We’re just trying to make sure we’re coming into a real good start to our 
first one,” he said. “But fully knowing the type of team they are and have 
been for a little while here, you have to be at your best in every facet of 
the game to have a chance to beat these guys. They’re a good, well-
coached, hardworking team.”  

The last time the Jackets played the Hurricanes, they were out-skated 
and outworked the in a 7-3 loss in Raleigh. Foligno believes the Jackets 
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are a better team now, and there’s some truth to that assessment. They 
have exited their own zone better in recent games and are creating more 
in the offensive end, but the Hurricanes will certainly test just how much 
the Jackets have improved. 

“Carolina has definitely developed a reputation of being a great 
forechecking team and being relentless on pucks and having good sticks 
and having good special teams on both sides of the puck,” Jones said. “I 
think it's going to be a great challenge for us.”  

Bemstrom hurt 

The Jackets placed forward Emil Bemstrom on injured reserve Thursday 
after he suffered a lower-body injury in Wednesday’s practice. Forwards 
Mikhail Grigorenko, Stefan Matteau and Ryan MacInnis were recalled 
from the taxi squad.  

The team said Bemstrom is expected to miss one week. 
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Tortorella looking at Jones, Werenski, Savard, Gavrikov to continue 
moving in right direction 

 

Jacob Myers 

 

Blue Jackets defensemen Zach Werenski (8) and Seth Jones (3), here 
discussing strategy during a break in a February game, are playing with 
more consistency in recent games, according to coach John Tortorella. 

It’s no secret the Blue Jackets are at their best when their top two pairs of 
defensemen — Seth Jones and Zach Werenski, and David Savard and 
Vladislav Gavrikov — are playing like the best top-four defensemen on 
any team in the NHL. 

Before Gavrikov moved back to the second pair with Savard in 
Columbus’ last game, on Sunday against Dallas, the Jackets’ defense 
didn’t look like what fans have come to expect from a team that prides 
itself on taking care of its own zone. 

But there were positive signs that coach John Tortorella is holding onto 
heading into Thursday’s game at Carolina. 

Blue Jackets: Midseason grades put them in jeopardy of missing 
playoffs, undergoing changes 

“It’s been a lot more consistent,” Tortorella said after Sunday’s shootout 
loss to the Stars. “We’ve decided over the past couple games to put them 
back together and just try to figure it out.” 

Part of the Jackets’ poor play on defense has been their penalty kill. They 
rank 28th of 31 NHL teams in penalty-kill percentage (72.9%) and have 
allowed three power-play goals in three games against Carolina this 
season. 

Tortorella liked what he saw in a critical penalty kill in Sunday’s loss to 
the Stars that helped push the game to a shootout and earn a point for 
Columbus, but assistant coach Brad Shaw informed him that penalty kill 
actually wasn’t that good.  

The important thing was — and all that matters right now as the Jackets 
chase points to keep them afloat in the playoff chase — that the puck 
stayed out of the net. Their success with on the penalty kill hinges on the 
top four defensemen.  

"That’s a big part of our defensemen’s role,” Tortorella said Wednesday 
of the penalty kill. “For a team that isn’t scoring a bunch from game to 
game, penalty killing is a very important part of trying to stay 
competitive.” 

Jones, Werenski and Savard have had their struggles for most of the 
year but have begun to play better recently. Tortorella said he has seen 
similar improvement from Gavrikov, who topped 20 minutes of ice time 
for the first time in seven games last Saturday against Dallas. 

Michael Arace: Blue Jackets face make-or-break week in Central race 

The last time the Jackets played Carolina, their inability to get out of their 
own zone was exposed. Since that 7-3 loss on Feb. 15, the Jackets have 
made progress in that area, and it has led to more scoring chances, 
though not as many goals as they would like. 

“I think as a D core we’re getting better and better each game,” Jones 
said. “I think we’re using each other a lot better. I can only speak for me 
and Z, I think we’ve done a lot better job in recent games of coming out 
clean, looking for each other, and we both want to play in the offensive 
zone so we’re able to get there more, get more shots on net and create 
more plays.” 

Getting any kind of consistent production from Patrik Laine, Max Domi 
and others would lift some of the pressure from the top-four defensemen, 
but that’s the Jackets' bread and butter. 

Jones said they’ve been better at getting a defenseman or the low 
forward to the puck in the corner first, which can start the transition out of 
their zone. 

Progress is there, but it’s even more vital now in the second half of the 
season.  

“Those four guys are so important to this club,” Tortorella said. “It's still 
not consistently at the standard that it needs to be, but they've been 
improving. I think our coverages — overall, we’ve cut down chances in 
our end zone of late here. We got to continue to work at it.” 

This and that 

The Blue Jackets announced center Alexandre Texier was held out of 
Wednesday’s practice due to an illness and he will miss the next two 
games at Carolina, per the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols. Tortorella said 
the illness was not COVID-19. ... 

The Jackets also sent forward Mikhail Grigorenko to the taxi squad. 
Forwards Stefan Matteau and Rayn MacInnis practiced Wednesday on 
the fourth line with Eric Robinson. 
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Jones scores in last minute of OT, Columbus beats Carolina 

 

Mar 18, 2021 at 11:42p ET 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Seth Jones scored his second goal with 50.4 
seconds remaining in overtime to give the Columbus Blue Jackets a 3-2 
win over the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday night. 

Kevin Stenlund scored in regulation for the Blue Jackets. Oliver 
Bjorkstrand assisted on all three goals. 

Once Jones took control of the puck on the last sequence, he chose not 
to give it up. 

“Crossing the blue line, I thought (Carolina defenseman Dougie) 
Hamilton was in a pretty good spot,” Jones said. “I looked pass first, and 
when I got to the top of the circle I was really thinking shot. With the ice 
not being the greatest, I just decided to put one on net.” 

Sebastian Aho scored twice for the Hurricanes, who lost their second 
straight after an eight-game winning streak. 
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Columbus goalie Joonas Korpisalo stopped 25 shots, including Martin 
Necas’ attempt off an overtime breakaway. 

Alex Nedeljkovic made 25 saves for Carolina in the first of four 
consecutive meetings between the teams. The teams play again 
Saturday. 

Jones opened and closed the scoring, giving him three goals this season. 

“We needed someone to take control of the game for us,” Columbus 
coach John Tortorella said. “I thought he stood up and said I’m going to 
be the guy.” 

Jones is the franchise career leader in points among defensemen. He 
never had a goal in 27 previous games against the Hurricanes. 

“I was just trying to be aggressive,” Jones said. “I want to get that in my 
game a little bit more.” 

The Hurricanes recovered from a rough start, when the Blue Jackets had 
14 of the game’s first 18 shots. 

“We did it in spurts the rest of the way,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “It was a pretty even game after the first period.” 

Aho’s first goal came 51 seconds into the second period. His second goal 
came on a power play, though the shot was unleashed not too far from 
the spot of his first tally on the left side of the net. 

Aho pulled even with Nino Niederreiter, who had scored in each of the 
past two games, and injured Vincent Trocheck for the team lead in goals 
with 13. 

Stenlund, who wasn’t in the team’s original lineup, tied the game with 
2:10 remaining in the second period. It was his fifth goal of the season. 

It was the fourth consecutive Columbus game to go beyond regulation. It 
marked the 18th one-goal game for the Blue Jackets, who are 9-2-7 in 
those games. 

The Hurricanes were limited to four third-period shots. 

“I thought we really settled down,” Tortorella said. “I don’t think we even 
gave them a chance in the third period.” 

THAT WORKED OUT 

Stenlund had gone seven consecutive games without a point and was 
set to be a healthy scratch before the lineup change. He replaced Mikhail 
Grigorenko, who was out with an illness not related to COVID. 

Stenlund, who has scored in both of the team’s games in Raleigh this 
season, has logged more than 12 minutes only once in his last six 
outings. Still, he showed signs of the types of contributions needed. 

“I just want to notice (Stenlund),” Tortorella said about the center. “I’m not 
worried about mistakes, but I can’t have him blend in. That’s what I 
thought was happening with his game.” 

The Columbus roster was also affected by putting center Emil Bemstrom 
on injured reserve because of a lower-body injury sustained in 
Wednesday’s practice. 

RIGHT ON TIME 

Korpisalo had to make as many saves in the first four minutes of 
overtime as he did in the entire third period. The most challenging one 
came when Necas skated in on what amounted to a long breakaway. 

“He had a lot of time. I had a lot of time to set myself up,” Korpisalo said 
of assessing the situation. “It’s my job to stop the pucks.” 

Korpisalo has run hot and cold against the Hurricanes. In two victories, 
he allowed two goals in each game. In two losses, he yielded 11 goals 
across five periods. 

PRODUCING POINTS 

Hamilton has a 10-game points streak after his assist on Aho’s second 
goal. That’s one game shy of the franchise record for a defenseman. 

During the current streak, Hamilton has just one game with more than 
one point. He holds the NHL’s longest active points streak. 
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Seth Jones, Joonas Korpisalo come up huge in Blue Jackets’ OT win 
over Hurricanes 

 

By Aaron Portzline Mar 18, 2021  

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Seth Jones was carrying the puck on a two-on-one 
rush in overtime, teammate Jack Roslovic to his right and Carolina 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton backpedaling ahead of them. 

Jones initially considered passing the puck to Roslovic but changed his 
mind in that fraction of a second between the blue line and top of the left 
circle. 

“I would have had to zip one over,” Jones said, “and with the ice being 
not the greatest, I just decided to put one on net.” 

In a game full of strong decisions and aggressive plays, Jones made the 
right call one final time. His wrister with 51 seconds remaining in overtime 
eluded Hurricanes goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic and sent the Blue Jackets 
to a 3-2 win. 

It was Jones’ second goal of the evening, and it may have capped one of 
his best nights with the Blue Jackets … which is really saying something. 

“We needed someone to take control of the game for us,” Blue Jackets 
coach John Tortorella said. “I thought he stood up and said ‘I’m going to 
be the guy tonight.’ 

“That’s one of the better games I’ve seen him play since he’s been here 
and at an important time.” 

ANOTHER LOOK AT JONES’ GAME WINNER. 

ROSLOVIC IS VERY EXCITE!#CBJ PIC.TWITTER.COM/YN1SFO4KUP 

— ALISON (@ALISONL) MARCH 19, 2021 

The Blue Jackets now have a modest four-game point streak (2-0-2) that, 
coupled with Chicago losing five of its past six games, has moved 
Columbus within two points of the fourth and final playoff spot in the 
Central Division. 

Ten days ago, the Blue Jackets were the talk of the NHL for all the wrong 
reasons. They were playing lousy, they had drifted six points out of a 
playoff spot, and there were questions about Tortorella’s job status. 

They aren’t out of the woods yet, of course, but it certainly feels like the 
mood has lifted with the Blue Jackets, mostly because their play has 
elevated dramatically. 

This was the first of four games against the Hurricanes, who have given 
the Blue Jackets fits this season with their forecheck. So it was again 
Thursday, but it was only in the second period when Carolina controlled 
the game. 

The Blue Jackets didn’t get their first shot on goal until 12:35 had expired 
in the second period, but they survived. 

Goaltender Joonas Korpisalo finished with 25 saves, 12 in the second 
period. The most memorable save was his second-period diving paddle 
stop on Carolina forward Warren Foegele, who had the entire net before 
him from the doorstep before Korpisalo pounced to his right. 
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It’s the third or fourth similar save Korpisalo has made during the past 
few weeks. 

“I feel like I got pretty lucky with those,” Korpisalo said. “Like today … I 
just tried to get something on them. 

“It comes from practice, from never giving up on any puck.” 

KORPISALO WITH A MASSIVE SAVE ON FOEGELE WHO WAS ON 
THE DOORSTEP. #CANES #CBJ PIC.TWITTER.COM/CCYESPRYNM 

— ALISON (@ALISONL) MARCH 19, 2021 

If Korpisalo doesn’t make that stop, it’s 3-1 Hurricanes, and who knows 
where the game is headed? 

“When we were reeling, he kept us at 2-1,” Tortorella said. 

A few minutes later, after chasing the play for most of the second period, 
the Blue Jackets pulled even at 2-2 when Kevin Stenlund scored off a 
sweet cross-zone feed from Max Domi, 

“Great pass by Max,” Tortorella said. “An important couple of minutes in 
the game. Korpi keeps us there and we end up being tied at the end of 
the second period, and fortunate to be there. 

“I think we played a much better third. I don’t think we gave them a 
(scoring) chance in the third period.” 

Korpisalo made two brilliant saves in the overtime, too. 

Only 24 seconds into the three-on-three, Carolina’s Jaccob Slavin 
redirected a puck on net from only 10 feet away. Korpisalo made the 
glove save look effortless, and Slavin stayed at net front for a second, 
smiling at him. 

NECAS. KORPISALO. #CANES #CBJ 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/FDLXZP0YCD 

— ALISON (@ALISONL) MARCH 19, 2021 

With 1:54 left in OT, the Blue Jackets got caught deep and Carolina’s 
Martin Necas broke loose on a breakaway, which Korpisalo stuffed. 

That left it up to Jones. 

“I was up in the play quite a bit, trying to be aggressive,” Jones said. “We 
haven’t seen it much this year and I want to get that in my game a little 
bit more. My teammates found me when I was jumpin’.” 

Rough go for Grigorenko 

Tuesday, the Blue Jackets placed forward Mikhail Grigorenko on 
waivers. Wednesday, he cleared and was assigned to the taxi squad. 
When Emil Bemstrom suffered an injury in practice Wednesday, 
Grigorenko was recalled from the taxi squad. 

Stay with us here. 

Grigorenko was told Wednesday evening that he was going into the 
lineup and, in fact, playing on the second power-play unit. He had been a 
healthy scratch in the Blue Jackets’ past 10 games. 

Then, at lunch Thursday in Raleigh, N.C., Grigorenko started feeling sick 
(and getting sick) and had to be pulled from the lineup. 

“How about Grigorenko’s situation?” Tortorella said. “That’s how 
(Stenlund) comes into the lineup, and Sten’s scores a big goal. That’s 
hockey.” 

Stenlund was informed shortly after lunch that he’d be dressing. Then, as 
Tortorella noted, he scored his fifth goal of the season. 

Snacks 

• Jones has eight OT winners, a franchise mark with the Blue Jackets. In 
fact, since the start of the 2016-17 season, his eight OT winners are the 
most among NHL defensemen. 

• This was the fourth two-goal game of Jones’ career. He’s yet to have a 
hat trick. His first-period goal, scored off a rebound from down low, was 
his first goal since Feb. 2, a span of 20 games. “I don’t really judge my 
game off of goals or points,” Jones said. “I had a little bit of a stretch 
there, but hopefully I can get back to putting pucks in the net.” 

• Jones, who played 25:36, led the Blue Jackets with six shots on goal 
and tied for the lead with five hits. He also blocked two shots. 

• Oliver Bjorkstrand assisted on all three Blue Jackets goals, earning the 
second three-assist game and the fourth three-point game of his career. 

• The Blue Jackets didn’t travel with forwards Alexandre Texier (non-
COVID-19 illness) and Emil Bemstrom (lower-body injury). They added 
forwards Ryan MacInnis and Stefan Matteau from the taxi squad. By the 
end of the game, MacInnis and Matteau were part of a fourth line with 
Eric Robinson. 
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The Blue Jackets’ season could hinge on this 4-game set with the 
Hurricanes: ‘It’s a very important week’ 

 

By Aaron Portzline Mar 18, 2021  

 

If you’ve watched closely the last couple of weeks, you’ve noticed. The 
Blue Jackets are starting to play better. They’re leaving the defensive 
zone quicker and, increasingly, with the puck. They’re playing with more 
confidence in the attack zone, too, completing passes, creating scoring 
chances. 

An optimist’s view: The Jackets (11-12-7) aren’t happy with the way 
they’ve played most of their first 30 games this season, and yet they’re 
only four points behind the suddenly cooling Chicago Blackhawks for the 
final playoff spot in the Central Division. 

A realist’s view: Talk to me on the other side of this four-game series with 
the Carolina Hurricanes. 

“It’s a very important week of our season,” Blue Jackets defenseman 
Seth Jones said. 

The Blue Jackets have never played an opponent in four straight games 
outside of the Stanley Cup playoffs, and, yes, a few Blue Jackets said 
they expected these games to have that postseason feel. 

The four-pack opens Thursday in Raleigh, where the Hurricanes are 10-
1-1, the second-best home record in the NHL. After another game on 
Saturday in Raleigh, the teams will play Monday and Thursday in 
Nationwide Arena. 

“It’ll be like a playoff series,” said Blue Jackets center Riley Nash, who 
spent the first five years of his NHL career with Carolina. “Game 1 will 
probably be pretty similar (to a normal game), but when you get into two, 
three, four games and you’re seeing the same team in such a short span, 
you get a little rivalry going.” 

Earlier this season, the Blue Jackets flubbed and floundered with the 
puck in their own end in a way that was two parts aggravation and one 
part comedic tragedy. If you listened closely you could hear “Yakety Sax” 
playing. 

Nobody fed it to them quite like the Hurricanes, who roll four speedy lines 
that are hellbent on forechecking. The Blue Jackets have lost two of the 
three meetings, allowing seven and six goals in the two losses. 

“Carolina has developed a reputation for being a great forechecking 
team, for being relentless on pucks and having good sticks,” Jones said. 
“It’s going to be a great challenge for us. We’ve done a better job of 
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exiting the zone cleanly, arriving in fives like we always talk about, and 
being close to the puck and using each other well. 

“Carolina, they’re going to have good back pressure and be smart. It’ll be 
a good challenge for us, but I think we’re up for it.” 

Carolina’s Brock McGinn has four goals, two assists and six points in the 
three games against Columbus, which is roughly half of his entire output 
(8-5-13) this season. Jordan Staal (3-2-5) and Teuvo Teravainen (1-3-4) 
have also had their way, but the Hurricanes’ strength is the way they 
come in waves. 

The Blue Jackets have gone back to the top two defensive pairs they 
expected to roll when the season began: Zach Werenski and Jones on 
the top pair, with Vladislav Gavrikov and David Savard on the other. 

Jones and Werenski are playing closer to their standards now, not just 
with their individual games but as a pair. Gavrikov and Savard have been 
better, too, though Gavrikov still makes the odd, uncharacteristic off-
target pass or curious decision. 

The bigger issue, though, is at forward, coach John Tortorella said. Not 
only are his lines in constant flux, but Tortorella said he has five or six 
forwards he considers candidates for the bottom three roster spots. 

“I want three of them to take it,” Tortorella said. But it hasn’t happened. 

Forward Alexandre Texier missed practice Wednesday with a non-
COVID-19 illness. He did not travel with the club to Raleigh and won’t 
play in either game, the Blue Jackets announced. 

Also Wednesday, veteran forward Mikhail Grigorenko cleared waivers 
and was sent to the taxi squad, a bitter pill for Grigorenko. He’s not gone 
by any means, but he hasn’t grabbed a top-nine job as the organization 
had hoped. He hasn’t played since Feb. 23. 

Center Kevin Stenlund, who was granted a lineup spot last month when 
Mikko Koivu retired, has apparently lost his grip on the job after a 
lackluster performance in two weekend games vs. Dallas. 

The Blue Jackets showed in Wednesday’s practice that Ryan MacInnis 
and Stefan Matteau were going into the lineup Thursday against the 
Hurricanes. One is replacing Texier, the other Stenlund. 

Tortorella had captain Nick Foligno skating between Oliver Bjorkstrand 
and Patrik Laine on the top line, Jack Roslovic centering Max Domi and 
Cam Atkinson on the second line and Riley Nash flanked by Boone 
Jenner and Emil Bemstrom on the third line. The new-look fourth line had 
MacInnis between Eric Robinson and Matteau. 

Tortorella agrees his club is playing better, though only marginally. 
There’s still a long way to go, he said, before the Blue Jackets are back 
to playing at the level that pulled them out of a similar start last season. 

The Jackets ended up beating Toronto in the qualifying round before 
losing to Tampa Bay in the first round of the playoffs. 

“Judgments … believing … we’re just going one game at a time, just 
trying to improve,” Tortorella said. 

Tortorella would like to be able to treat this four-game set like a mini-
playoff series, he said. 

In a typical regular season, a limited amount of practice and pregame 
focus can be spent on opponents because a new opponent is coming 
every other day, save for the odd home-and-home series. 

In the playoffs, head-to-head matchups can be exploited, tendencies are 
revealed, strengths are emphasized and weaknesses get exposed. But 
Tortorella said he hasn’t been able to coach that way this season, even 
though the schedule has been altered accordingly by COVID-19. 

“We spent a lot of time working on ourselves and our execution versus 
really worrying about the other team,” Tortorella said. “We’ll have a 
couple of notes before the second game (on Saturday), just based on 
what we saw (on Thursday). 

“But this year, more than other years, we’re teaching our concept and 
how we need to play. We haven’t mastered that.” 

The Blue Jackets, then, are still finding their way. This four-game series 
may not be a turning point in their season. But if the Blue Jackets get 
overwhelmed by the Hurricanes in these four games, it could take a 
demoralizing turn. 

And it works the other way, too. This could be a launch point for the 
season if the Blue Jackets continue to find their way. 

“We have a great opportunity to go in there against a really good team 
and play really good hockey, which I don’t think we were playing last time 
we played,” Foligno said. “We’re a better team now. We’ve worked on a 
lot of things. (Now it’s time to) put that to work, put that to the test.” 
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Lightning defeat Blackhawks, extend Vasilevskiy win streak 

 

By Mari Faiello 

 

TAMPA — With every win, Andrei Vasilevskiy grows more confident. 

Not the kind of confidence that makes him cocky, but the kind that makes 
him feel comfortable in all situations. 

The Vezina Trophy-winning Lightning goaltender tied his career-high 
mark of 10 consecutive wins with Thursday’s 4-2 victory over the 
Blackhawks at Amalie Area. 

He has compiled such a streak twice before (Feb. 9-March 5, 2019, and 
Dec. 23, 2019-Jan. 17, 2020). The franchise record is Louis Domingue’s 
11-game winning streak from Nov. 29, 2018-Feb. 19, 2019. 

“Definitely I have some confidence going on,” Vasilevskiy said. “Our team 
is playing extremely well.” 

He leads the league in wins (19) and his .932 save percentage is second 
behind Vegas’ Marc-Andre Fleury (.933) among goaltenders with at least 
20 games played. 

Winning the Stanley Cup last season helped solidify Vasilevskiy’s 
confidence in his preparation for games. He said he tries to learn 
something new every year to help the team but it was in the postseason 
bubbles in Canada where he perfected that routine. 

“I know what I have to do before every game,” he said. “I knew what I 
had to do before, but now it’s kind of almost perfect, so I try to stick with 
it. So far so good, but it’s a tough league to win in and you have to keep 
working hard to win the games.” 

*Wins 10th straight game* 

Vasy: "I don't think I've played my best games."   
pic.twitter.com/MxjcZ9FVfn 

— Sports by Tampa Bay Times (@TBTimes_Sports) March 19, 2021 

When Chicago went up 1-0 early in the first period on Mattias Janmark’s 
power-play goal, Vasilevskiy didn’t flinch. 

The Blackhawks registered another three shot attempts before Alex 
Killorn and Yanni Gourde put the Lightning up 2-1. A late first-period 
Chicago goal from Dylan Strome tied the score. 

The shots kept coming, but no more Chicago attempts found the back of 
the net. It wasn’t until the third period that Lightning rookie forward Ross 
Colton broke the tie with his second career goal, followed by Victor 
Hedman’s empty-netter with 15.9 seconds remaining. 

Vasilevskiy’s teammates don’t see any fault in his game, nor his 
preparation. 
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“He’s so good at everything,” Gourde said. “He’s such a hard-working 
guy. He plays the puck very well. He’s phenomenal in that he’s good 
through traffic and he’s making every save look easier. He’s been big for 
us.” 

When coach Jon Cooper looks at Vasilevskiy, he sees the growth the 26-
year-old has made in the mental aspect of the game since joining the 
league in 2014. The jump from backup to starter two years later was “a 
huge step” and continues to be a work in progress. 

“He came and grabbed the job at such a young age,” Cooper said. “You 
want to have so much success, but … as much as (goaltending) is 
physical, there’s a mental aspect to it.” 

Cooper said that the way Vasilevskiy manages games in which he sees 
just a handful of shots in one period to an onslaught of shots in the next 
is a testament to that mental maturity. 

“He’s just rolled in that respect,” Cooper said. “And so then you add that 
onto the talent he has and he’s growing into a star.” 

Contact Mari Faiello at mfaiello@tampabay.com. Follow @faiello_mari. 

Lightning 2-0-2—4 

Blackhawks 2-0-0—2 

First Period—1, Chicago, Janmark 10 (Kubalik, DeBrincat), 2:10 (pp). 2, 
Tampa Bay, Killorn 8 (Hedman, Stamkos), 13:15. 3, Tampa Bay, Gourde 
9 (Sergachev, Vasilevskiy), 17:02 (pp). 4, Chicago, Strome 5 (Keith, 
Janmark), 18:45 (pp). Penalties—Goodrow, TB (Unsportsmanlike 
Conduct), 0:47; Wallmark, CHI (Tripping), 15:38; Maroon, TB 
(Interference), 18:08. 

Second Period—None. Penalties—Gourde, TB (Slashing), 0:35; 
Kurashev, CHI (Hooking), 5:51; Goodrow, TB (Boarding), 13:03. 

Third Period—5, Tampa Bay, Colton 2 (Maroon, Joseph), 5:32. 6, Tampa 
Bay, Hedman 6, 19:44. Penalties—None. 

Shots on Goal—Chicago 9-7-5_21. Tampa Bay 10-7-6_23. Power-play 
opportunities—Chicago 2 of 4; Tampa Bay 1 of 2. Goalies—Chicago, 
Lankinen 10-6-4 (22 shots-19 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 18-3-1 
(21-19). T—2:22. Referees—Pierre Lambert, Kelly Sutherland. 
Linesmen—Jonny Murray, Pierre Racicot. 
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Bucs’ Shaquil Barrett, Lombardi Trophy stop by Lightning game 

 

By Mari Faiello 

 

TAMPA — It was only appropriate that the Lombardi Trophy make an 
appearance at a Lightning game following the Bucs’ Super Bowl run. 

In October, the Lightning brought the Stanley Cup to Raymond James 
Stadium for a Bucs game. On Thursday night, outside linebacker Shaquil 
Barrett showed up with the NFL’s premier hardware at Amalie Arena, 
sharing the love with Tampa Bay on a Fox Sports Sun broadcast spot 
and again in his suite during the first period. 

Super Bowl champion and sack-master @ShaquilBarrett is in the house 
to cheer on the @TBLightning! Shaq talks winning the Lombardi trophy 
and resigning with the @Buccaneers! 

Watch the action on FOX Sports Sun & FOX Sports Go: 
https://t.co/nJNrGGmS0B #GoBolts pic.twitter.com/sDCzFklzhz 

— FOX Sports Bolts (@FOXSportsBolts) March 18, 2021 

It was the first time Barrett had seen the Lightning in person. 

“It’s exciting,” he said. “There’s a lot of antsy people waiting for 
something big to happen all of the time and ready to explode when it 
happens.” 

Barrett, who agreed to a four-year, $72-million contract with $34.5 million 
guaranteed Monday, came to Thursday’s game with wife Jordanna and 
their three children: 9-year-old Shaquil Jr., 7-year-old Braylon and 5-year-
old Aaliyah. The Barretts are expecting another daughter next month. 

“It’s exciting to get out right now ... with the ability to do stuff like this,” he 
said. “So just taking a moment and living it up right now as much as we 
can and take advantage of the family time.” 
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Lightning’s Mitchell Stephens skates with team 

 

TAMPA — It didn’t take long for Mitchell Stephens to find his groove. 

The Lightning forward, sidelined with a lower-body injury since the third 
period of a Jan. 23 loss at Columbus, only started skating two weeks 
ago. 

But when the team worked on shootout attempts toward the end of 
Thursday’s morning skate, Stephens was one of the few players to beat 
Vezina-winning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

“I’m feeling pretty good right now,” Stephens said. “I’m looking forward to 
taking the next steps here.” 

#TBLightning’s Mitchell Stephens is out on the ice for morning skate 
ahead of tonight’s #GoBolts matchup vs. CHI 
pic.twitter.com/UpaM7zjzFD 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) March 18, 2021 

The Lightning forward said his rehab is progressing well and it was 
exciting to see his teammates after skating on his own for so long. He 
noted that this was an important part of the process. 

Neither Stephens nor coach Jon Cooper had a specific timeline for his 
return to play, but Cooper said the forward was still “a ways away.” 

“Those are tough injuries, but he’s done a heck of a job getting back,” 
Cooper said. “He’s making strides.” 

Conditioning will be the toughest part of Stephens’ rehab, Cooper said, 
and it’s one reason his return isn’t “imminent.” 

Stephens was one of the first players out on the ice. He participated in 
normal skating drills and even took line rushes with Taylor Raddysh and 
Alex Volkov. 

Stephens has had to watch the Lightning play without him for the past 24 
games. But it hasn’t been all bad. 

“When you watch certain players throughout the game, throughout the 
system in this stretch, you pick up on the tendencies that they have in 
their game that you could implement while you’re skating by yourself to 
try to learn and get better at,” he said. 

The Lightning have had both of their players on the long-term injury 
reserve list hit the ice for a morning skate during the past week. Right 
wing Nikita Kucherov, who underwent hip surgery on Dec. 29, skated 
with the team on Saturday. 

Forward Tyler Johnson said having both players back around the group 
and on the ice has been a welcome sight. 

“Those guys are big parts of our team,” Johnson said. “They’re family 
members.” 

With long-term injuries, players often don’t travel with the team and skate 
or rehab at the rink when the team isn’t practicing. 
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“We miss those guys,” Johnson continued. “Like I said, they’re our 
brothers. So once you get back, they’re skating with us around the rink 
more often and you can reconnect with them and talk to them. It’s a big 
boost for everybody.” 

Stephens said he got a lift, too. 

“It’s just you miss that on-ice camaraderie,” he said. “The drills, the 
practices, and it’s definitely different not going through that, but today 
was awesome for me. I’m excited to get back skating with the guys.” 
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The influencer: Alex Killorn’s impact in Tampa Bay goes well beyond the 
ice 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — The running joke around the Lightning locker room is that 
Alex Killorn is the team’s longest-tenured player, and technically it might 
be true. Killorn was drafted in 2007, one year before Tampa Bay took 
Steven Stamkos No. 1 overall. 

“You know he brings that up every now and then,” Lightning defenseman 
Victor Hedman said with a smile. 

Killorn often can get overlooked on the Lightning’s veteran-laden roster. 
But the truth is, in the middle of his ninth season in Tampa Bay, he is one 
of the keystones of the organization, both on and off the ice. This season, 
he became one of just six players to play 600 games in a Lightning 
uniform. 

Killorn arrived in Tampa in 2012 as a wide-eyed 23-year-old not far 
removed from his college days at Harvard. He grew up in Montreal and 
heard stories from snowbirds of how great the hockey atmosphere was in 
Tampa Bay. Now, he considers the bay area his home. 

Alex Killorn waves to fans at the conclusion of the Stanley Cup 
Champions Celebration in September at Raymond James Stadium. 

Alex Killorn waves to fans at the conclusion of the Stanley Cup 
Champions Celebration in September at Raymond James Stadium. [ 
LUIS SANTANA | Times ] 

Killorn’s teammates call him the Lightning’s resident influencer. During 
the lockdown, he turned an idea of going on a Sea-Doo to interview 
teammates on the water into a social media hit that stood out in a sport 
so traditionally lodged in a team-first mentality. 

But it’s such out-of-the-box thinking that has made Killorn stand out. He 
used his “Dock Talk with Killer” Instagram Live show to raise more than 
$50,000 for the Hillsborough Education Foundation, while giving fans an 
inside glimpse into the players’ personalities. 

“Maybe that’s why people were endeared to it, because it wasn’t just me 
promoting myself,” Killorn said. “Just with hockey guys, it’s not part of 
their personality to do that, so you kind of want to do it without seeming 
selfish or whatever it may seem, but I think we’re in a transition period 
where guys aren’t too worried about it.” 

Killorn is a fan favorite in a market that loves players who do the dirty 
work as much as the stars. And for years, Killorn has done the little 
things, battling for pucks, working in front of the net and contributing on 
both special teams units while developing naturally into a leader. 
Teammates say he’s been a positive influence and mentor for younger 
players such as burgeoning star Anthony Cirelli. 

“What I’ve liked about Alex is his growth, not only on the ice, but in the 
community,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “Take the ‘Dock Talk,’ for 
example. I know it’s fun and it’s different, but just the cause, where the 
money goes, what he does with it … You want players not only to 
perform in your eyes but to represent your team with class off the ice, 
and Alex goes to the top of the list for guys who have done that.” 

During the pause, Killorn was asked to post a message to fans on social 
media. He thought he could do more. What makes Tampa unique, he 
asked himself? The water. Where else could he hop on a Sea-Doo, visit 
his teammates and do live interviews? That way he could bring fans 
closer to players when no sports were happening and everyone was in 
quarantine. 

The organic nature of the idea became an instant hit. Killorn interviewed 
teammates, other Tampa Bay athletes like Rays outfielder Kevin 
Kiermaier and Bucs tight end Cameron Brate, and Saturday Night Live 
cast member Kenan Thompson, a Lightning fan who has a home in 
Tampa. And yes, they talked about the knuckle puck shot Thompson 
made famous in his role in “The Mighty Ducks” movie series. 

“(Thompson) was awesome,” Killorn said. “He was honestly one of the 
best guests. When he jumped on the (Sea-Doo), he just flew, and it’s a 
no-wake zone and all of the wake was hitting all the boats. I didn’t have 
the heart to tell him it was a no-wake zone, so I just kind of let him fly.” 

Killorn wanted to do more, so he began selling “Dock Talk” T-shirts, 
donating the proceeds to the Hillsborough Education Foundation, which 
had to cancel two of its fundraising events due to the pandemic. Killorn 
delivered a check for $51,465.29, which helped the foundation provide 
internet access and devices for students in need during the pandemic 
and is helping teachers at struggling schools with curriculum enrichment. 

“He definitely helped us close the digital divide,” said Hillsborough 
Education Foundation president Kim Jowell, who said Killorn’s donation 
helped get 1,000 students connected. “Somebody of his influence knew it 
was important to invest in education. If we do not invest in it now, we all 
will be paying for it later. And that was giving the voice to the importance 
of investing in education, having fun while doing it.” 

“Dock Talk” was such a hit that the league approached Killorn during the 
2020 playoffs about expanding it, but he didn’t want to risk being a 
distraction while the Lightning were chasing the Stanley Cup. He does 
plan to have a second season of the show in the offseason. He plans to 
expand the guest list, hoping to get Bucs tight end Rob Gronkowski on a 
Sea-Doo. 

Killorn recently became part-owner of a BurgerFi franchise that opened in 
December in the Central Avenue corridor of downtown St. Petersburg 
and hopes to grow the chain throughout the bay area. Because of the 
pandemic, his location does 60 to 70 percent of its business in carryout 
and has yet to have a formal grand opening. 

“I know he’s very much tied into education, and it’s one of his passions,” 
said Nick Quarantillo, the restaurant’s franchisee. “We haven’t done any 
events due to COVID, so when we go to that area, we certainly will listen 
to Alex, maybe some of our events will be based on that.” 

Killorn said he also can’t wait to partner with teammate Ryan McDonagh 
for another KanJam (a flying disc game) benefit tournament. Last year’s 
event, which was held right before the pandemic, benefitted the Moffitt 
Cancer Center. 

“He was 100-percent in right away and thrilled to be a part of it,” 
McDonagh said. “You just see the experience that he’s gained, the 
confidence that he has in his ability and his willingness to help others 
around him.” 

The league’s in-season health and safety protocols don’t allow players to 
interact with the public because of the pandemic, but Killorn is anxious to 
get back to interacting with fans in person. 

“I think whenever you can get the fans involved it’s great, because I call 
Tampa home,” Killorn said. “It’s where I live pretty much all year, so I 
really want to be a part of the community going forward.” 

That devotion doesn’t stop during the season. Jowell said she recently 
received a call out of the blue informing her that Killorn had bought an 
extra laptop and wanted to donate it to the foundation, which plans on 
gifting it to a top-performing student in its mentoring program. 

“We are still getting the blessings of Alex,” Jowell said. “There’s an 
altruistic way about him. You know he’s doing it from a really good 
place.” 
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Precedent shows Nikita Kucherov case is caution — not cap 
circumvention 

 

By Joe Smith Mar 18, 2021 52  

 

When Nikita Kucherov joined Lightning teammates for Saturday’s 
morning skate, it created a noticeable buzz among teammates.  

It also sparked a cap circumvention conspiracy theory on social media.  

There was Kucherov, 27, less than three months removed from hip 
surgery, firing one-timers from his spot in the right circle. He was 
dangling around imaginary defenders, even joining a late line rush with 
some rookies and finishing with a slick snap shot.  

“That much time off and he still looks like ‘Kuch,’” Brayden Point said. “So 
it’s pretty impressive.” 

Now keep in mind that Kucherov, in his first week skating since the late 
December procedure, was doing very light stuff, not participating in drills, 
mostly hanging out for camaraderie after an hour solo rehab workout.  

But it didn’t stop Kucherov’s appearance from creating a debate — fair or 
not — about whether the Stanley Cup champions were doing some funny 
business when it came to the cap. The fact Kucherov was put on long-
term injured reserve before the season saved the Lightning $9.5 million 
in cap space. The post-Christmas procedure to repair a torn labrum 
solved their cap headaches and kept their core intact. But it also robbed 
Tampa Bay of having one of the best players in the world for the entire 
regular season.   

When GM Julien BriseBois said Friday that Kucherov is “exactly on track” 
to return for the playoffs, some suggested the timing was convenient, that 
he would fittingly be ready when there’s no cap. They wondered how it 
was possible for a player to start skating in mid-March and not be back in 
the lineup until two months later. 

But the facts are on the Lightning’s side.  

In talking with a half dozen players who had the same procedure — and 
a couple surgeons who have performed them — Kucherov’s five-month 
expected recovery period has plenty of precedent. It was how long it took 
Point to return in the fall of 2019 and former Lightning winger Ryan 
Callahan in 2016. Both surgeries were performed by the same specialist, 
Dr. Bryan Kelly in New York, who did Kucherov’s.  

“He has until early May to go,” Kucherov’s agent, Dan Milstein, told The 
Athletic.  

Brian Schulz, an orthopedic surgeon and Anaheim Ducks team 
physician, points out a player just returning to skate is still in the early 
stages of a lengthy rehab. He usually doesn’t clear a player for contact 
until 3-6 weeks after they get on the ice. Schulz said if you ask 10 
different hip surgeons, they might give you varying timelines, but his 
experience is usually between 5-6 months. Every player is unique, with 
recovery depending on the extent of the tear, how long the player 
experienced symptoms and how aggressive you are.  

“There’s a big price to pay if you push too hard,” Schulz said. “You have 
the carrot of the playoffs starting, ‘I want to be back for that.’ Mentally, 
you want to push it. But at the same time, you want to protect the player 
from themselves because if you re-injure it, they’re starting over.” 

The Lightning aren’t going to risk anything with Kucherov, a franchise 
player who is signed for six more years. BriseBois said Kucherov will be 
the team’s biggest trade deadline acquisition. But they also have to 
expect that he won’t be at an MVP level right away.  Players say it can 
take a year or longer for them to return to pre-surgery peak performance. 
Point was the perfect example, crediting the extended pandemic pause 
after last season with giving him enough time to train and “get back to 
feeling good.” 

What if Kucherov is a quick healer and is ready to return before the 
playoffs? The Lightning would have to make salary-cap room to add him 
to the roster; otherwise he’d be ineligible to play in the postseason.  

A league source said the NHL has the authority to review medical 
records, consult with team doctors and conduct their own medical 
examination using independent doctors to establish a player’s medical 
condition if he’s fit to play. But you have to imagine the NHLPA would get 
involved if such a case arose where a player’s eligibility was in question.  

The Kucherov situation evoked memories of Patrick Kane in 2015. Kane 
suffered a broken collarbone in late February, with the initial prognosis 
not having him returning until the second round or so. But Kane was 
ready for Game 1 of the first round, leading the Blackhawks in goals (11) 
and points (23) on their run to win the Stanley Cup. 

The team they beat in the finals? 

The Lightning. 

In Kane’s case, all his medical documentation indicated a longer 
recovery period as opposed to a lesser one. The league also gave the 
case to a medical expert.  

“Any player who returns for Game 1 has been scrutinized and ‘cleared’ in 
terms of the timing for his fitness to play,” the league source said.  

Watching Kucherov during the Lightning’s Cup run, and you’d never 
know he was banged-up. 

Kucherov led Tampa Bay with 27 assists and 34 points over 25 games, 
joining forces with Point and Ondrej Palat to create a dominant top line. 
Kucherov came through in the clutch, including a buzzer-beater in the 
Eastern Conference final against the Islanders. He lived his childhood 
dream of hoisting a Stanley Cup.  

Teammates described how Kucherov came out of his shell as a vocal 
leader in the playoffs. Fans got to see Kucherov’s personality and sense 
of humor during the Cup celebrations, including when he poured beer 
into owner Jeff Vinik’s mouth.  

“That was the real Kuch,” Milstein said. “Most people just don’t get to see 
it.” 

Kucherov spent time in the offseason in Russia, but when he returned to 
Tampa to get back on the ice, something didn’t feel right. BriseBois said 
Kucherov was dealing with a groin injury in the playoffs but first reported 
hip discomfort to the team on Dec. 3.  

The team got consultation from specialists and set up a rehab program. 
Around mid-December, Kucherov received a cortisone shot, with hopes 
it’d make a difference when he got on the ice.  

“The treatment protocols didn’t work,” BriseBois said.  

When Kucherov still felt discomfort, the Lightning asked for another 
consult, this time with Kelly. Kelly had performed labrum repair surgeries 
on Lightning players like Point, Callahan, Yanni Gourde and defense 
prospect Ben Thomas.  

Kelly told Kucherov that it had likely been a few years that he was 
dealing with symptoms from the hip, Milstein said.  

“(Kucherov) didn’t even know how serious it was,” Milstein said.  

Labral tears are common among hockey players, especially due to the 
forceful and repetitive nature of hip flexion while skating. The labrum is a 
cartilage structure that runs along the rib socket. It provides cushion and 
flexibility to help the hip joint. Tears can be caused by a singular hit or, 
more typically, repetitive motions and wear and tear.  

Point said his biggest issue was mobility. He didn’t have much range. 

“It was so restrictive,” Point said. “You can’t do what you want, can’t work 
out or train the way you want to get stronger or faster.” 

When it got to the point where Point felt a “shooting pain” even getting 
out of his car, he knew it was time to get surgery, which he did on both 
hips in May 2019. 

“You’re dealing with it and you’re just like, ‘God, I wish I didn’t have this,’” 
Point said. “It feels good to have it behind me.” 
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The fact Kucherov initially felt problems in his groin isn’t surprising to 
those who have gone through it. Former Lightning winger Ruslan 
Fedotenko said he needed a cortisone shot before the 2004 postseason 
to help him get through it.  He had surgery during the ensuing lockout.  

“At the time, my groin was sore, it’s hurting, everything was aching after 
the game,” Fedotenko said. “My hip flexor, my groin. I didn’t know at the 
time it was my hip. It was very uncomfortable the whole season. . . I went 
through the whole season aching, it was getting worse and worse by the 
end, so I just put band-aids on it, got a cortisone and fix it up.” 

 It can take extensive management to just play in games. Thomas, now a 
defenseman with AHL Syracuse, said he would do exercises for 45 
minutes on game days, rolling his hips on a massage ball. Former 
Coyotes defenseman Zbynek Michalek, who had the same hip operated 
on in 2012 and 2014, said he received cortisone shots and treatment.  

Michalek struggled with things like getting up from the couch or his bed 
because he was in so much pain. “Everyday stuff became really difficult,” 
Michalek said. “So I knew there was no other way than surgery.” 

Gourde said his hips were bothering him during the 2015-16 season with 
Syracuse. He’d find ways to compensate, changing the way he skated, 
not leaning as much forward.  “I’d be walking and all of a sudden, it’s like 
losing balance, a twitch that happens,” Gourde said. “It was weird. You’re 
walking normally and then all of a sudden, it’s like ‘Whoa.’” 

Gourde, like Point, had both hips surgically-repaired by Kelly in the 
summer of 2016. He bounced back to shine in a 20-game call-up the 
following season, a precursor to back-to-back 20-goal seasons and a six-
year, $31 million contract extension. Gourde anchored the Lightning’s 
dynamic third line in the Cup run and has been a catalyst this season. 
The surgery appeared to be a turning point. 

“It was beautiful,” Gourde said a couple years ago. “It felt like I could 
skate again.” 

Callahan was surprised how much he could do right away during rehab.  

Renowned surgeon Marc Philippon, who has worked with the likes of 
Alex Rodriguez and Mario Lemieux, said he’ll have players on stationary 
bikes the same day as surgery. Usually, the rehab starts with range of 
motion exercises and muscle training. The hip is involved with most 
hockey movements, so you can’t let it sit around too long and build up 
scar tissue. The first two weeks, however, you are on crutches.  

“You’re not on the ice for a while,” Callahan said. “You work the upper 
body, you work the other leg as much as you can. It takes a while before 
you can start doing something with the other leg and hip. Once you get it 
done, usually guys feel the best they’ve ever felt because they’ve been 
dealing with it for a while.” 

Philippon said most players he’s dealt with start skating around six weeks 
after surgery, but it’s easy skating, much like Kucherov was doing this 
past week. Then comes rebalancing your muscles around the hip to 
make them strong. There’s a significant amount of physical therapy, 
therapy and use of a CPM (Continuous Passive Motion) machine, which 
will move the leg for you.” 

“In six weeks, the leg looks so much thinner,” said Fedotenko, who had 
labrum surgeries in 2005 and 2006, both done by Philippon. “Your butt 
cheek disappears. But in a few weeks, you get back to where it was and 
you can’t tell the difference.” 

Schulz said hockey players are first put in a controlled environment, 
skating to focus on their mechanics, then skate on their own and with a 
coach. Then they’ll practice without contact for a while. Then he has 
them practice for a week or two full-out with the team before allowing 
them to play in an NHL game.  

“If you think about it, if someone is cleared to play, that’s actually like 
they’re starting training camp, right?” Schulz said. “And if you look at a 
player on day one of training camps vs. the player peaking in the 
playoffs, certainly there’s a big difference there in their ability. So getting 
the cleared player, they’re not going to be exactly 100-percent game-
ready, full-speed. They’re going to have to work up to that.” 

That’s where the four month pause during the pandemic helped Point, 
who had from the mid-March shutdown until camp in mid-July to strength 
train and prepare for the playoffs. By the playoffs, he was flying.  

“I just think, coming off hip surgery, not being able to lift weights and 
skate as much as you want to in the summer, you’re not coming in as 
fresh or as strong as you usually are,” Point said. “The time off gave me 
a chance to work out and train and get back to feeling good.” 

Callahan said the toughest part is getting the confidence back in the hip. 

“You play for it so long where it doesn’t feel quite right, it’s always in the 
back of your head,” Callahan said. “Now you’ve got to get that hip out of 
your head, and there’s nothing wrong with it and you can be functional. 
For so long, you’re nervous about making certain movements in your 
game where you know that everything is okay. You’ve just got to get past 
the hump of thinking that it’s not okay.” 

Callahan believes you’ll eventually see Kucherov come back like Point 
did, showing the type of creativity and skill that makes him so dynamic.  

Philippon has done longitudinal studies and written papers describing the 
fact that many players, even 10-years post-surgery, are having positive 
outcomes. Most don’t have any further issues with their hips, which is a 
good sign for Kucherov. We don’t know how much cartilage damage 
Kucherov initially suffered, so it’s hard to predict his exact recovery 
timeline and performance.  

But BriseBois said Kucherov is “itching” to get back. Jon Cooper has 
seen it in their lengthy chats after games at Amalie Arena. Teammates 
can sense it in how hard he’s working, with captain Steven Stamkos 
saying on a Lightning podcast a few weeks ago that Kucherov feels “10 
times better.” 

“As soon as he’s cleared by doctors, Nikita would get back to playing 
right away,” Milstein said. 

The $9.5 million question is: When? 
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Dylan Strome returns from concussion protocol, but Chicago Blackhawks 
lose 4-2 to the Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

 

Forward Dylan Strome scored a power-play goal in his return from a 
monthlong stint in concussion protocol Thursday, but the Chicago 
Blackhawks lost 4-2 at Tampa Bay. 

Ross Colton’s third-period goal put the Lightning over the top. The Hawks 
now have lost five of six. 

The Hawks were down 2-1 late in the first period but drew their second 
power-play opportunity after Pat Maroon was called for interfering with 
Alex DeBrincat. The Hawks got a rush and Mattias Janmark came up the 
left boards and centered the puck. 

Strome, who had last played Feb. 19 at Carolina, took three jabs at 
jamming the puck past Andrei Vasilevskiy’s right leg and finally stuffed it 
in. 

“(My concussion) was similar to last year,” Strome said Thursday. 
“Wasn’t feeling exactly like myself. Played for a few games and was 
getting headaches pretty bad. ... I’m happy I made the decision I made to 
stop playing for a little bit.” 

Before Strome was reactivated Thursday afternoon, the Hawks 
expressed what his return would mean. 

“Anytime you can inject some new energy (that’s helpful), and obviously 
he’s shown he can produce at our level and a little more competition as 
well in the forward group, which we would welcome,” coach Jeremy 
Colliton said before the game. 
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Alex DeBrincat added: “I know we’ve missed him. He brings that 
offensive ability to our team and can make a lot of plays.” 

The Hawks imploded in the back half of the last game in a three-game 
set against the Lightning earlier this month, but on Thursday the Hawks 
took a 1-0 lead with their first power play, with Dominik Kubalik setting up 
Mattias Janmark for a tip-in goal 2 minutes, 10 seconds into the game. 

But Alex Killorn answered for the Lightning with a wraparound goal. 
About four minutes later, Kevin Lankinen let a soft goal by Yanni Gourde 
squirt through his legs. 

The Hawks and Lightning played to a scoreless second period, but about 
5 1/2 minutes into the third, Colton, Mathieu Joseph and Pat Maroon 
orchestrated a smooth attack with precision passing. Colton snapped in a 
goal as he crashed into Lankinen. 

Victor Hedman added an empty-netter. 

Vasilevskiy stopped a good look from the left circle by Patrick Kane with 
less than seven minutes in the game. 

Vasilevskiy and Lankinen each made 19 saves. 
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Dylan Strome’s return could cause a lineup dilemma for the Chicago 
Blackhawks — and the same goes for when Kirby Dach recovers from an 
injury 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

 

The Chicago Blackhawks have been pleased with the progress of a 
couple of young centers who have been recovering from injuries. 

It’s difficult to pinpoint when Kirby Dach will return from right wrist 
surgery, but signs have been positive. 

“It’s been good to have him on the (road) trip,” Hawks coach Jeremy 
Colliton said. 

“No timeline yet, but he’s closer than we thought in December. I don’t 
think anyone expected him to be joining us on the road here. We can’t 
put a date on it yet but definitely encouraged.” 

Meanwhile, Dylan Strome cleared the concussion protocol and returned 
Thursday night as the Hawks began a two-game road series against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. He entered the game 2 minutes, 10 seconds into 
the first period on a line with Mattias Janmark and Pius Suter. 

The return of Strome — and Dach, eventually — likely will create a 
domino effect among the forwards. 

The Hawks have tried a variety of skaters to center the top line with 
Patrick Kane and Alex DeBrincat, including Suter, Philipp Kurashev and 
most recently David Kampf. 

DeBrincat and Strome’s history dates to the Ontario Hockey League’s 
Erie Otters, and DeBrincat had said it would be great to have his 
longtime friend rejoin the team. 

“We’ve missed him, DeBrincat said. “He brings that offensive ability to 
our team and can make a lot of plays. 

Strome has centered the Kane-DeBrincat line in the past, but Dach took 
over that role late last season and during the summer postseason. 

“I guess we’ll find out,” DeBrincat said about how the lines shake out, 
“but both of those guys are great players, and anytime you get guys like 
that back, you’re excited. 

“I guess you just have to build chemistry with the new line. We’ve all 
played with each other for a while now, and lines have rotated, so a lot of 
guys have played with a lot of different people. There should be some 
familiarity there.” 

In the previous four games entering Thursday, DeBrincat shared lines 
with Kampf, Kurashev, Suter and Lucas Wallmark, with Colliton 
sometimes mixing up the lines during games to spark offense. 

For much of the season, Kurashev and Suter switch roles between the 
Kane-DeBrincat line and others. 

“Kampfy’s good on draws and really good in the D-zone, so he helps us 
spend less time there so we’re in the offensive zone more,” DeBrincat 
said. “Sutes and Kury, they can both make plays. Kurashev has a really 
good shot, so we can get him the puck. 

 “But I like to play with all of them, (it) just depends on what the other 
team’s throwing at us.” 

Recently, Suter has centered the second line with Dominik Kubalik and 
Brandon Hagel. Kubalik has four goals and three assists in the last nine 
games, but Kampf has centered Kubalik and Hagel’s lines for some of 
those games. 

It’s conceivable Suter could be bumped to the third line, but Suter and 
Kurashev’s ability to play center or wing could throw another wrinkle in 
future lineups. 

Suter said whatever line he ends up with, he expects some aspects of his 
game to change. 

“You want to play your game but also of course, if you’re on different 
lines, you have different roles too,” he said. “With Kane, I tried to create 
space for them, go to the net, be around the net for screens and play 
solid ‘D,’ too, so we get the puck back quicker so we can play. 

“It’s pretty much the same with Kubalik but maybe be more on the puck 
sometimes and be more around the puck. I’m just trying to make good 
plays.” 
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Dylan Strome impresses in return, but Blackhawks lose to Lightning 

The Hawks’ 4-2 loss dropped them to 1-5-0 in their last six games, even 
though Strome scored a goal and played well in his first game in a 
month. 

 

By Ben Pope Mar 18, 2021, 9:47pm CDT 

 

When Blackhawks center Dylan Strome began experiencing headaches 
in February, he initially dismissed them as just that and played through 
them. 

When they kept coming and felt worse and worse, he finally suspected a 
concussion. 

“I wasn’t feeling exactly like myself,” Strome said. “I figured it was 
probably the right thing to sit out. The headaches didn’t go away for a 
while, so I’m happy I made the decision to stop playing for a little bit.” 

That “little bit” was nearly a month away from the team. 

But 10 days after he resumed practicing, Strome returned to the lineup 
Thursday and was one of the Blackhawks’ best players in a 4-2 loss to 
the Lightning at Amalie Arena. 
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“He was really good,” coach Jeremy Colliton said. “[He] made a lot of 
plays, won some races, was strong on the puck. [I was] very pleased with 
how he played.” 

Said Strome: “It was nice to get back out there with the guys. I’m feeling 
a lot better. I did a lot of skating while I was out . . . so [my] legs felt good 
tonight. But [it was] unfortunate we couldn’t get the win.” 

The defeat was the Hawks’ fifth in their last six games, a discouraging if 
fairly predictable downturn during the hardest portion of their schedule. 

Colliton said he thought the Hawks played well in a relatively reserved 
contest — shots on goal were only 23-21 Lightning — but Kevin 
Lankinen’s failure to stop two soft goals cost them, as did their strange 
hesitancy to shoot the puck late. Lightning rookie Ross Colton’s 
breakaway goal with 14:28 left proved to be the game-winner. 

“[Lankinen] would probably like to have a couple back there,” Colliton 
said. “But it’s his first year. It’s going to happen sometimes. Overall, our 
performance is something we can build on.” 

The loss was of no fault of Strome, who scored a goal in the first period, 
looked fast in transition and played numerous threatening shifts on the 
wing of a newly formed line with Ryan Carpenter and Mattias Janmark. 

Strome has struggled in the past when Colliton shifts him to wing, but he 
said he felt “pretty comfortable” there Thursday, mainly because of his 
chemistry with Carpenter. 

“[There’s] lot less thinking when you’re on the wing, I find,” he said. “I just 
went out there and, when I got the puck, tried to make something 
happen. I was playing with a couple of great players.” 

He tied the game 2-2 late in the first period after receiving a centering 
pass from Janmark and jamming it past Lightning goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy on his third attempt. 

He nearly added another goal in the second period when he was robbed 
1-on-1 against Vasilevskiy, who is now 5-0-0 with a .930 save 
percentage against the Hawks this year. 

With Strome on the ice, the Hawks dominated the Lightning in shot 
attempts (13-6), shots on goal (9-2) and scoring chances (8-4). Strome 
had four of those shots on goal himself during 17:17 of ice time. 

His much-improved play after an extended time off — he had been awful 
in the weeks leading up to his injured reserve designation — matches up 
with the surges that Carpenter, Alex DeBrincat and Adam Boqvist 
experienced after missing time on the COVID-19 list. 

Strome is hopeful he’ll keep experiencing the same phenomenon. At the 
least, he’s thankful to have moved past the concussion. 

“It’s never fun,” he said. “There’s so many different reasons for 
headaches. It’s not like a specific thing where you can say, ‘Oh, it’s a 
headache or concussion.’ It’s a weird injury for sure. Sometimes it’s from 
your neck or your posture. . . . Just tried to fix whatever I could at the time 
and throughout the past month to try to come back and play.” 
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Blackhawks notebook: Stan Bowman ‘actively having conversations’ 
about trade possibilities 

Plus, the Hawks signed prospect Josiah Slavin this week and Jeremy 
Colliton sees improvement in Nikita Zadorov. 

 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST  Mar 18, 2021, 3:18pm CDT 

 

The Blackhawks have numerous routes available to them as NHL trade 
chatter grows. 

General manager Stan Bowman said during a taping of the team’s 
podcast Wednesday that he’s “actively having conversations” with other 
GMs, even though the April 12 trade deadline is more than three weeks 
away. 

“I don’t know if you would call us a seller or a buyer,” Bowman said. 
“We’re willing to do a little bit of both, but we’re not going to sell off 
players we think have a future for us. We’re trying to add players that we 
think can be part of our future. I don’t think we’re going to be looking for 
rental players who will be here a couple of months and having to give up 
some top young assets to do it.” 

The Hawks could viably take three different approaches to the trade 
market. First, with abundant salary-cap space this season and next, they 
could accumulate some valuable prospects or draft picks by taking on 
another space-strapped team’s bad contract. Bowman confirmed 
Wednesday he’s open to doing so, and it would make a lot of sense. 

The Hawks also have several veterans they could sell off for more picks 
and prospects. Forwards Mattias Janmark and Carl Soderberg are both 
pending unrestricted free agents with some value. Center Lucas 
Wallmark’s contract is also expiring, although he’ll be a restricted free 
agent; his lack of a steady role makes him expendable if there’s interest. 
And defenseman Calvin de Haan appears on track to be exposed in the 
expansion draft, so the Hawks could look to trade him before then. 

Finally, as Bowman mentioned, the Hawks could consider acquiring a 
young player with a contract term that helps both this season — they’re 
still in a playoff spot for now, despite their recent downturn — and in the 
future. However, the Hawks must be mindful of the fact they’re currently 
two contracts away from the 50-contract limit. 

Slavin signs 

The Hawks signed wing Josiah Slavin, their 2018 seventh-round pick, to 
his entry-level contract earlier this week. Slavin’s two-year deal officially 
kicks in next season — a move likely done to avoid inching closer to that 
50-contract limit right now. He’ll spend the rest of this season in Rockford 
on an AHL “tryout” contract. 

The younger brother of Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin, Josiah 
played for the Chicago Steel in 2018-19 and then Colorado College the 
last two seasons. His college season ended last week; he finished with 
13 points in 22 games. 

The Hawks will need to make decisions by this summer on whether to 
sign or relinquish the rights to their last four picks from the 2017 draft — 
defensemen Roope Laavainen, Jakub Galvas and Josh Ess and wing 
Parker Foo — as well as defenseman Cole Moberg, a 2019 seventh-
rounder. 

Murphy doesn’t drop gloves 

Connor Murphy drew the ire of the Lightning for his illegal hit against Erik 
Cernak in the teams’ last meeting. 

Blake Coleman was given an unsportsmanlike conduct penalty in the first 
minute of the game Thursday for trying to goad Murphy into fighting. 
Several scrums formed around Murphy after whistles later in the game, 
too. 

“I just said no to the fight, and he wouldn’t let it go,” Murphy said. “I chose 
not to. We’ve been searching for a win these last couple of games. This 
was a big game for us. I didn’t really want to sit in the penalty box for that 
long.” 
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Hawks' woes continue; Murphy says no to fight with Goodrow 
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John Dietz 

 

Another solid effort. 

But another setback for the Blackhawks, who lost 4-2 at Tampa Bay on 
Thursday and now hold just a 2-point lead over Columbus for the fourth 
and final playoff spot in the Central Division. 

Tampa Bay got the game-winner from Ross Colton, who was sprung 
loose on a breakaway and tucked the puck around Kevin Lankinen at 
5:34 of the third period. The play started when Duncan Keith got caught 
flat-footed in the Hawks' offensive zone. He was unable to recover, which 
led to Colton outracing Murphy and Ryan Carpenter. 

Victor Hedman added an empty-netter to complete the scoring. 

"I thought we played really well," said Colliton, whose team has dropped 
five of six. "There were a few more plays out there where if we execute a 
bit better we can create more in transition. In the third we passed up the 
opportunity to shoot, to create, give yourself a chance, get a bounce, 
create some havoc. 

"But we have to be encouraged with how we competed tonight and how 
we stuck with it." 

Lankinen made 18 saves, but allowed 2 soft goals in the first period. The 
Hawks (14-12-5) got goals from Mattias Janmark and Dylan Strome, who 
returned to the lineup after missing a month with a concussion. 

Throughout the night, the Lightning kept trying to get Connor Murphy to 
fight, but the Hawks' defenseman never obliged. It was clear that Jon 
Cooper's team took offense to the bone-crunching hit Murphy laid on Erik 
Cernak on March 7 at the United Center. 

Barclay Goodrow attempted to engage Murphy in the first minute and 
was given an unsportsmanlike conduct penalty as Murphy backed away. 
The infraction led to a goal by Janmark that opened the scoring at 2:10. 

"I just said no to the fight," said Murphy, who was ejected for his hit on 
Cernak. "He wouldn't let it go, so he got a penalty. There were times 
throughout the game that guys were gonna chirp and have some trash 
talk because they weren't happy the last game we played them." 

Murphy added it was too important of a contest for him to take a five-
minute penalty. 

Cooper was asked if he believes players should answer for their actions 
when challenged. 

"This is a tough game and tough players play it," Cooper said. "If you're 
gonna be physical, you've got reap what you sew. ... I guess it's the old, 
'If you're gonna dish it, you're gonna have to take it.'" 

The veteran coach went on to say Murphy "is an honest player" and that 
he didn't think the hit on Cernak was dirty. 

"I see what Murphy is thinking (in not wanting to sit out)," Cooper said. 
"And he's probably right in thinking that -- but in a game where there's 
physicality in it sometimes ... there's gonna be ramifications for what you 
do whether it's justified or not." 

Tampa Bay (21-6-2) got 21 saves from Andrei Vasilevskiy, who has won 
10 straight starts. 

Dach update: 

Asked how close Kirby Dach is to returning, coach Jeremy Colliton 
admitted the center is "closer than we thought." Dach, who fractured his 
wrist in December during World Juniors, traveled with the Hawks on their 
six-game road trip. He figures to beat the 4-5 month timeline that was 
originally given after surgery. 

"I don't think anyone expected him to be joining us on the road here," 
Colliton said. "We can't put a date on it, but definitely encouraged." 
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Trading Dylan Strome, enduring rookie lulls, waiting on Kirby Dach and 
Jonathan Toews: 11 Blackhawks observations 

 

By Mark Lazerus Mar 18, 2021  

 

We’re still more than three weeks away from the NHL trade deadline, but 
that hasn’t stopped everyone in the hockey world — from armchair 
general managers to actual general managers to everyone in between — 
from openly wondering who might be dealt between now and April 12. In 
a season this short and weird, about half the season is speculation 
season. 

And every time I look at the Blackhawks roster, I keep coming back to the 
same name: Dylan Strome. He’s on The Athletic’s big board, starting at 
No. 7 with a bullet but dropping because of his month in concussion 
protocol. Heck, I was the one who initially suggested he should be on 
that board. And there are plenty of good reasons: He had his best buddy 
and favorite linemate Alex DeBrincat stolen away by Patrick Kane. He’s 
getting bumped out of a long-term center spot by Pius Suter and Philipp 
Kurashev, with David Kampf locked in and Kirby Dach and Jonathan 
Toews on the mend, and he’s simply not as effective on the wing. He’ll 
have arbitration rights when his contract expires after next season and 
he’ll be in line for a raise in a flat-cap world and an increasingly 
complicated Blackhawks cap situation. 

A league source recently said that though Stan Bowman isn’t actively 
shopping Strome, he’s willing to listen. 

It all makes sense. 

The Blackhawks still shouldn’t do it, though. 

Because though I keep coming back to the idea Strome is really the only 
tradable player of any value, I also keep coming back to the idea it would 
be foolish — asinine, really — to deal him away. Why? It’s simple. 

He’s young. He’s good. Next question. 

Oh, sure, he’s not a Dach-like two-way standout. He’s not an elite skater 
and his faceoffs need work. But the guy produces. He’s got rare vision 
and a deft touch. And for a team that’s got a seemingly endless supply of 
bottom-six forwards with the grit but not the skill, you have to find a long-
term spot for a guy with Strome’s skill set. 

Since Strome arrived in November 2018, he’s fourth among Blackhawks 
in points. Fourth in points per game. Fourth in even-strength points. 
Fourth in power-play assists. And though he’s underwater in possession 
and expected goals, he’s also fourth in actual goals percentage over a 
significant enough sample — 136 games — to make it clear he’s one of 
those guys who consistently outperforms his metrics thanks to his high-
end offensive talent. In nearly every offensive category, after Kane, 
DeBrincat and Toews, it’s Strome. Has been for a while now. 

Strome doesn’t have the finishing ability of DeBrincat, but only Kane is a 
better passer than he. His vision and touch around the net, in particular, 
set him apart from any other center on the team save for Toews. He 
might not ever live up to that No. 3 draft pick, right after Connor McDavid 
and Jack Eichel, but he just turned 24 this month, and he’s got 98 points 
in 136 games with the Blackhawks. This isn’t a guy you trade away for a 
draft pick that might never pan out. This is a guy you find a way to keep, 
long-term. 
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During the Blackhawks’ heyday, Bowman frequently talked about how 
the most difficult thing to do as a GM is to find stars. And once you have 
a few guys like Kane, Toews, Duncan Keith and Marian Hossa, you 
figure out a way to pay them all, and you do whatever you have to do to 
fill in the rest. Strome isn’t quite a star. He’s not Kane, he’s not 
DeBrincat, he might not be Dach. But he’s right behind those guys. Look 
at all the second-tier producers the Blackhawks had during their Stanley 
Cup runs. Look at all the talent the Lightning have behind Nikita 
Kucherov, Steven Stamkos and Brayden Point. 

His return to the lineup in Thursday’s 4-2 loss to the Lightning after a 
month in concussion protocol instantly made the Blackhawks a more 
dangerous team. He scored a power-play goal in the first period and had 
two other golden scoring chances in the game. With Strome on the ice at 
five-on-five, the Blackhawks topped Tampa Bay in scoring chances (8-4) 
and high-danger chances (5-2). And he did it on the wing, noting 
afterward there’s “a lot less thinking when you’re on the wing.” The 
Blackhawks are a better team with Strome in the lineup. 

So don’t trade him. Find a way to fit him in the lineup. Find a way to 
convert him to a wing. Find a way to pay him in summer 2022. Find a 
way to keep him. 

Because simply put: The Blackhawks outscore opponents when Strome 
is on the ice. Consistently. He produces. Consistently. And if a 24-year-
old who does that isn’t part of the future of a rebuilding team that’s a little 
short on skill, then who is? 

1. The loss Thursday night was the Blackhawks’ third straight and their 
fifth in six games — the March schedule is proving to be every bit as 
brutal as we expected — but it was a game effort against the defending 
champions. A goal by fourth-liner Ross Colton was the difference, as 
Victor Hedman added an empty-netter. The Blackhawks got two power-
play goals after going 0-for-8 against the Panthers the last two games, 
but they just couldn’t muster much of a third-period push once the 
Lightning took the lead and locked things down. Each team had just five 
shots on goal in the period. 

“I thought we played really well,” Jeremy Colliton said. “We have to be 
encouraged with how we competed tonight. I thought we stuck with it. 
That’s something we can build on.” 

It was the kind of effort that, had it happened a month ago, would have 
been easy to take the positives from. After all, the Lightning are the best 
team in hockey, with the best goaltender (Andrei Vasilevskiy) in hockey. 
But as the losses pile up in March, it becomes more and more difficult to 
endure the moral victories. Doesn’t help that another game at Tampa 
looms Saturday, followed by two home games against Florida. 

“Losses are always frustrating, but that’s a true point,” Murphy said. 
“When you have a few in a row it does seem to feel heavier than earlier 
in the season when maybe it’s just one here and there. That’s the 
challenge and that’s the really important part, to take positives. You 
never want to go into a game thinking about anything negative that 
happened before. You’ve got to be able to turn the page as quick as you 
can. … Playing confident is the only way you’re going to win, so it doesn’t 
help to let any loss weigh on you going into future games.” 

2. Nobody expected Kevin Lankinen to put up a .930 save percentage all 
season, but his regression to the mean has exposed some of the 
Blackhawks’ flaws that he had been masking. After giving up three goals 
on 22 shots against Tampa Bay, he’s got an .889 save percentage in six 
March starts. Lankinen deserves some leeway considering those starts 
have been against Tampa, Tampa, Dallas, Florida, Florida and Tampa. 
And a whole bunch of those goals-against are hard to hang on him given 
the defensive lapses that have occurred in front of him. But the fact 
remains he’s given up at least four goals in five of his last nine starts. 

This Yanni Gourde goal, which gave the Lightning a 2-1 lead in the first 
period, was one he simply has to have, however. 

“He’d probably like to have a couple back there,” Colliton said. “It’s his 
first year. It’s going to happen sometimes. Overall, the performance is 
something that we can build on and the challenge is to do it again.” 

3. It’s still not entirely clear when and how Strome suffered his 
concussion, but just like he did last January, he tried playing through the 
symptoms before realizing something was wrong and taking himself out 
— an important but difficult decision for any athlete to make. 

“It was kind of similar to last year,” Strome said. “I wasn’t feeling exactly 
like myself. Played for a few games and was getting headaches pretty 
bad, and the headaches kept getting worse. Figured it was the right thing 
to sit out. The headaches didn’t go away for a while so I’m happy I made 
the decision I made to stop playing for a bit. Never an easy thing to do as 
a hockey player, as a competitor, as a person who wants to be out there 
with their team and win. But some things are more important.” 

4. Duncan Keith doesn’t get caught flat-footed in no-man’s land very 
often, but he did here, and Colton took advantage, scoring what proved 
to be the game-winning goal. Keith was on the ice for all five goals 
scored Thursday night, for and against. On this one, it didn’t help that 
Ryan Carpenter was at the end of his shift, and clearly out of gas. 

5. The Lightning clearly had Connor Murphy’s hit that knocked out Erik 
Cernak on March 7 in mind as they played a chippier, more physical 
style. In the opening minute, Barclay Goodrow tried to goad Murphy into 
dropping the gloves. But Murphy didn’t bite, Goodrow got an 
unsportsmanlike-conduct penalty, and the Blackhawks got a power-play 
goal by Mattias Janmark. 

“Goodrow came up and challenged me to a fight, and I just said no to the 
fight,” Murphy said. “He wouldn’t let it go, so he got a penalty. … I chose 
not to. We’ve been searching for a win these last couple of games. This 
was a big game for us. I didn’t want to sit in the penalty box for that long 
and miss any parts of the game.” 

6. Here are some game stats from Sportlogiq: 

Shots 

21 

23 

OZ possession time 

5:04 

5:19 

Slot shots on net 

11 

9 

Rush scoring chances 

6 

4 

Controlled entries 

41 

42 

Controlled exits 

75 

66 

Completed stretch passes 

9 

13 
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7. For a few weeks, Suter sat atop the leaderboard for rookie goals. A 
stretch of six goals in 10 games — including a hat trick against Detroit on 
Jan. 24 — had him looking like the next Dominik Kubalik. Since then, he 
has two goals in 16 games, along with just one assist despite frequently 
centering DeBrincat and Kane. 

Fellow rookie Philipp Kurashev is in a similar boat. After scoring four 
goals in an eight-game span, he had just two in the next 18 before finding 
the back of the net Monday night in Florida. 

Colliton isn’t too concerned, though. Sometimes the puck goes in, 
sometimes it doesn’t. Ebbs and flows are natural over the course of a 
season. It’s something rookies have to learn, and have to learn to deal 
with. 

“You’re trying to create chances,” Suter said. “As long as you get 
chances, that’s a good thing. The last two (games) were better, but 
before that, I didn’t create as much. You just try to find another way to put 
your head in the game, go into battles, try to get something going. And as 
for points, sometimes you get lucky and you get a second assist 
somehow, or like last time, it gets tipped. You have to play the game the 
right way, and the rest will kind of come.” 

Colliton can sit his young defensemen from time to time, like he did with 
Ian Mitchell recently. But Suter and Kurashev are fixtures in the lineup 
and need to be out there every game. It makes it trickier as they hit the 
proverbial rookie wall. One thing Colliton has done is rotate Suter and 
Kurashev between No. 1 center and the No. 2 right wing. 

“Typically, one of those two guys is playing on the top line,” Colliton said. 
“So it’s a big responsibility, big minutes, and it’s a grind. … It’s a lot of 
games, but we’re happy. We have to be happy with their performance so 
far this season, even if sometimes it’s uneven. That’s to be expected.” 

8. Lucas Wallmark’s lone impact on Thursday’s game came on a first-
period tripping penalty that led to Gourde’s power-play goal. Through 16 
games, Wallmark has no goals and three assists and hasn’t exactly been 
the defensive standout he was in Carolina. He’s only 25, and he seemed 
like he could be a decent option for the long term after he signed, but 
more than halfway through the season, it’s fair to wonder whether he 
should even be in the lineup, taking the place of one of the Blackhawks’ 
younger players. Why not give the physical Reese Johnson a longer 
look, or call someone up like MacKenzie Entwistle or Andrei 
Altybarmakyan or Evan Barratt or even John Quenneville, or just give 
Matthew Highmore a chance to get back on track? 

Yes, the Blackhawks are in a playoff race, but as Bowman acknowledged 
during a live podcast with season ticket holders Wednesday night, it’s still 
the bigger picture that matters. This season’s supposed to be about 
development and seeing what you have in young players. If Wallmark 
isn’t a part of that future — and he certainly doesn’t appear to be — then 
he probably shouldn’t be in the lineup. 

9. Dach, who hasn’t played this season since breaking his wrist at world 
juniors in December, has been skating with the team all trip. His return 
isn’t exactly imminent, but it’s not too far off, either. 

“It’s been good to have him on the trip,” Colliton said. “No timeline yet, 
but he’s closer than we thought, obviously, way back in December. I 
don’t think anyone expected him to be joining us on the road here. We 
can’t put a date on it yet, but definitely encouraged.” 

10. Toews remains out indefinitely with an undisclosed illness, but 
Bowman shared an update on the captain during the podcast 
Wednesday. 

“I’ve tried to check in with him to make sure he knows we’re thinking 
about him, but also not bother him too much,” Bowman said. “He’s great 
about getting back to me and staying in touch. He’s following our team 
closely. I don’t have much of an update. Obviously, he’s not back with us, 
so he’s not ready to play hockey, but he seems in good spirits and I know 
he’s liking watching the team and the way that we’ve come out to start 
the season. For the most part, it’s been all positives from that. I wish I 
had — I’m in the same category as everyone. We want him to be feeling 

great, not only to help our team but just to be back to himself. I don’t think 
he’s quite there yet, but hopefully he will be soon.” 

11. Back to the trade deadline. Are Colliton and Bowman talking about it 
as much as the rest of us are? 

“We talk about the team every day,” Colliton said. “So wouldn’t be 
anything new there.” 
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Why the Islanders could trade for Blackhawks forward Mattias Janmark 

 

By Arthur Staple and Scott Powers Mar 18, 2021  

 

Lou Lamoriello made it clear on Wednesday that the Islanders are going 
to be aggressive to find a scoring winger with Anders Lee done for the 
season with a torn ACL. 

There are a few options out there. One player who might make sense on 
a few levels is Blackhawks winger Mattias Janmark. Let’s examine why: 

Why Janmark makes sense for the Islanders 

The Blackhawks have had surprising success this season, and Janmark 
has been one of the reasons for that. He has certainly exceeded the 
Blackhawks’ expectations. With nine goals, he’s already surpassed his 
goal total of each of the last two seasons. He needs five more points to 
match his point total in 62 games last season. He’s behind only Patrick 
Kane, Alex DeBrincat and Dominik Kubalik on the Blackhawks with 1.56 
total points per 60 minutes in five-on-five play. 

Janmark has bounced around on the top three lines for the Blackhawks. 
He’s also been used on the power play and penalty kill. He’s tied for 
second on the team with three power-play goals and is sixth with five 
points. He has played mostly on the second unit. On the penalty kill, he’s 
second among forwards in ice time and is among the league’s leaders 
with 9.5 short-handed shots per 60 minutes. 

Janmark’s analytics aren’t all stellar. He’s second to last on the 
Blackhawks with a 39.48 expected goal percentage, according to Natural 
Stat Trick. He did have a rough start and has improved over the course 
of the season. He has a 49.45 expected goals percentage over the last 
15 games. 

Janmark has more often than not passed the eye test this season. Here’s 
an example of his vision: 

He anticipates plays well. In this clip, he intercepts a pass and scores on 
a breakaway. 

Two other reasons why Janmark could make sense are his contract and 
playoff experience. He has a $2.25 million cap hit on an expiring contract. 
The Islanders can walk away from him after the season. As for his 
experience, he was part of that Dallas Stars team last season that made 
a run to the Stanley Cup Final. 

Why the Blackhawks would trade Janmark 

The Blackhawks aren’t actively searching to trade Janmark, but if the 
right deal were to come along, they’d be all ears, according to multiple 
sources. As much as Janmark has helped the Blackhawks into a playoff 
spot as of now and he’s not necessarily blocking someone else’s path to 
the NHL, the Blackhawks’ sights are still on the future. If Janmark can 
bring back an asset or two, that’s a step forward in their plans and 
outweighs whatever benefit he brings them this season. 

There’s no reason why the Blackhawks couldn’t explore re-signing 
Janmark in the offseason if they wanted to, too. He’d certainly be 
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understanding of the situation. Plus, it’s not like he’d turn down another 
shot at a Stanley Cup. 

What the Blackhawks would want in exchange 

The Blackhawks would probably start the conversation with a first-round 
pick. No, they wouldn’t get it, but Blackhawks general manager Stan 
Bowman has to try. Barclay Goodrow and a third-round pick did bring 
San Jose a first-rounder from Tampa Bay last season. 

Once the first-round pick offer is rejected, the Blackhawks would have to 
see if a second- or third-round pick could get the deal done. They were 
willing to part with Erik Gustafsson for a third-round pick last season. 

A later-round pick plus a prospect might do the trick, too. The Athletic’s 
Scott Wheeler gave some insight into who might interest him if he were 
the Blackhawks. 

“The Islanders have one of the weaker pools in the league, so that’s a bit 
of a tougher one,” Wheeler said. “Robin Salo has been a longtime 
favorite of mine and isn’t viewed as being as good as I think he actually 
is, but they just signed him to a two-year ELC, so he’s no longer flying 
under the radar, per se. Bode Wilde’s a name prospect, but it has been a 
bad two years for him, so he might be a perfect ‘change of scenery’ 
candidate. Otto Koivula doesn’t look like he’s in the Islanders’ NHL plans 
despite a 12-game stint in the NHL last year, so he’d be interesting for 
the same reasons as Wilde.” 

Mattias Janmark has nine goals and 16 points in 30 games this season. 
(Raj Mehta/USA Today) 

What the Islanders would be willing to give up 

There are a few guys the Isles might be able to pry loose from teams that 
they’d be willing to surrender a first-rounder for, but, as noted above, 
Janmark isn’t likely one of those guys. They have an extra 2022 second-
rounder from the Devon Toews trade with the Avalanche, so would that 
pick — possibly more coveted than a 2021 second just because of the 
lack of viewing time for 2021 draft-eligibles — plus a lower-level prospect 
make it work? Lamoriello was likely already in the hunt for a Janmark-
type player before Lee went down; now he might want to position the 
Isles to pick up two capable forwards, so a Hawks deal would likely not 
be the Isles’ biggest trade before April 12. 

Final thoughts 

While Bowman and Lamoriello are talking, it might just make sense for 
them to discuss Andrew Ladd as well. A source said the Blackhawks are 
willing to take on a bad contract or two. Their preference is an expiring 
contract, but they’d explore something longer. They have a ton of cap 
space right now because of everyone who is on LTIR. They could easily 
fit Ladd’s $5.5 million cap hit into their books this season and next. The 
third season would be more challenging, but they could probably make it 
work if the return was enticing enough. 
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The Athletic / NHL Trade Deadline picks for all 31 teams: From Kings’ net 
to Sabres’ everything, the likeliest players to be dealt 

 

By The Athletic NHL Staff  

Mar 18, 2021   

 

We all want to know what is going to happen at the NHL trade deadline. 
To get the answer, we asked the writers for all 31 teams to tell us who is 
getting moved before April 12. 

There were a few who asked to name the entire lineup — looking at you 
Buffalo and New Jersey. There were a couple who only saw a draft pick 
exchanging hands. And there were probably many who didn’t want to do 
it because they are going to hear they were wrong on April 13. 

But that is all part of the fun. Here is who is most likely to be traded for all 
31 NHL teams: 

Anaheim Ducks: Adam Henrique 

The Ducks would have to retain half of Henrique’s contract to make it 
happen. Painful. But it can be beneficial. It is $2.9 million over three 
years but they’ll have the David Backes contract expiring, Corey Perry’s 
buyout number dropping from $6.625 million to $2 million and Ryan 
Getzlaf’s cap figure coming down from $8.25 million even if they re-sign 
him. No one is due for big money until 2022. And Henrique at $2.9 million 
is appetizing to teams seeking secondary scoring help. – Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes: Alex Goligoski 

Goligoski has an eight-team no-trade list and a $5.475 million cap hit but 
the 35-year-old remains the most attractive of five pending UFA 
defensemen on the Coyotes roster. One scout believes Goligoski still 
brings a nice blend of offense and defensive dependability even though 
he only has two assists. He won’t command much in return — a late-
round pick with the Coyotes likely retaining some salary. – Scott Burnside 

Boston Bruins: Anders Bjork 

Bjork is an underachieving 24-year-old winger signed through 2023 at 
$1.6 million annually. He is a mismatch on the Bruins’ fourth line — not 
responsible enough away from the puck, not physical enough to be an 
abrasive presence. Another team might identify Bjork’s speed and agility 
as unappreciated assets that could be used higher in the lineup. – Fluto 
Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres: Taylor Hall and Eric Staal 

The Sabres brought in the pending UFAs for a much-needed playoff 
push. It’s been a disaster. The forwards certainly weren’t part of the 
solution for the Sabres, but interest should be there for veterans with a 
history of producing. Hall has a no-movement clause and Staal has a 
modified no-trade, but anywhere is better than Buffalo right now. There’s 
absolutely no incentive for the team or players to continue their 
relationship past the deadline. – John Vogl 

Calgary Flames: Sam Bennett 

In February, Bennett’s agent suggested that his client would like a 
change of scenery. The Flames could make this happen at the deadline 
— but only if the return is right. Perhaps a new coach is enough change 
for Bennett to want to stay and turn things around? Other than that, it’s 
hard to see major moves in Calgary at the deadline, given the unique 
season and that they’ve consistently been on the bubble of the playoffs. 
– Hailey Salvian 

Carolina Hurricanes: Your new favorite prospect 

I’m almost certain that none of the Hurricanes’ big names will be traded, I 
assure you, but it seems like they’ll try to make a move to get some 
decent scoring depth. How does that work? Well, they’ve got a few 
interesting prospects tearing it up in the AHL right now and a few lower-
round picks they could sacrifice at the right cost. So, choose your own 
adventure. – Sara Civian 

Chicago Blackhawks: Mattias Janmark 

A versatile forward on an expiring deal who’s got nine goals while 
bouncing around the Blackhawks lineup, Janmark is the kind of sneaky 
role-player deadline acquisition that championship teams always seem to 
make. His analytics are all over the map, but he produces. The 
Blackhawks like Janmark, and might seek to re-sign him this summer 
even if he’s traded at the deadline. – Mark Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche: J.T. Compher 

The Avalanche might choose not to make significant moves this 
deadline, but if they want to upgrade their third-line center, Compher 
could make sense to trade. While he hasn’t lived up to his $3.5 million 
cap hit this season, he’s still only 25 and had more than 30 points in 
2018-19 and 2019-20. Also, if the Avalanche make an addition, they will 
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likely need to match contracts with another team to make the cap 
situation work. Compher’s contract could come in handy there. – Peter 
Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets: David Savard 

Savard has been a foundational part of the Blue Jackets through four 
straight playoff berths, one of the most consistent and underappreciated 
players on the roster. But, as a UFA this summer, Savard will likely be on 
the move if the Blue Jackets remain outside of a playoff spot. Savard has 
been a very good playoff performer in Columbus, the kind of player who 
can take a toll on opponents over the course of a seven-game series. 
He’s a rugged, shutdown defender and an excellent penalty killer. Put 
him on most teams’ wish list right after Nashville’s Mattias Ekholm. – 
Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars: Blake Comeau 

It comes down to Andrew Cogliano or Blake Comeau for the Stars, two 
veteran depth forwards who are on expiring deals but Comeau is a bit 
cheaper so he should be easier to move. – Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings: Luke Glendening 

Glendening is a playoff-style player — a matchup fourth-line center who’s 
tough to play against, wins key faceoffs and has long been relied on to 
kill penalties. He’s a pending UFA, and while he’s an alternate captain for 
Detroit, the rebuilding Red Wings will likely draw interest in him from 
teams who need a highly respected, veteran center down the lineup. – 
Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers: Caleb Jones 

Jones is 23 and slightly undersized (6-foot-1, 195 pounds). He can pass 
and carry the puck equally well and has great wheels. But he needs 
playing time and will be an issue with the expansion draft. Edmonton’s 
last protected player might come down to the preference of coach Dave 
Tippett, who likes the shutdown potential of William Lagesson. That’s 
why I can see them trading Jones for value now, even if it’s a draft pick. – 
Allan Mitchell 

Florida Panthers: Brett Connolly 

Connolly, 28, has been pushed down the depth chart by some of the 
team’s more recent acquisitions up front and he currently resides on 
Florida’s taxi squad. His $3.5 million cap hit through 2022-23 makes him 
an expensive spare part for the surprising Panthers but he might still 
have value on the market because of his contract certainty and the fact 
he’s a winner having played an important role with Washington en route 
to their Stanley Cup win in 2018. On a team needing some depth scoring 
and secondary power play help Connolly could likely be had for a late-
round pick. – Scott Burnside 

Los Angeles Kings: Jonathan Quick 

Any number of the Kings’ secondary forwards could be moved to make 
way for the prospects, but Quick has the most immediate value for a 
variety of reasons. He’s won a championship before — twice, in fact. He 
is athletic and ultra-competitive and, at 35, still moves well side-to-side. 
His contract comes with a small caveat, though. Quick is signed for this 
year, plus two more, for a hefty salary-cap charge of $5.8 million. 
However, that contract was front-loaded, so the actual dollars remaining 
are quite modest. In actual dollars, Quick is earning $3.5 million this year, 
it drops to $3 million next year and to $2.5 million in the final year. Once 
upon a time, actual dollars on the contract didn’t matter as much. These 
days, it matters a lot. – Lisa Dillman 

Minnesota Wild: Marcus Johansson 

He has missed 13 games in a row and 15 of the past 17 with an injury 
and the Wild have functioned well without him. The Wild are a contender, 
but other contenders may recall how good Johansson, a pending UFA, 
was for Boston two postseasons ago and come calling with an asset that 
may intrigue Bill Guerin. – Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens: 2021 third-round pick 

The Canadiens have limited cap space to work so trading a first- or 
second-round pick doesn’t apply when bargain hunting. Look for a depth 
move here, if anything. – Arpon Basu 

Nashville Predators: Mattias Ekholm 

He is No. 1 on our NHL Trade Deadline Big Board for a reason. – Adam 
Vingan 

New Jersey Devils: Dmitry Kulikov 

The Devils have eight unrestricted free agents on the roster right now, 
and there are five or six likely to draw interest from other teams. 
Defenseman Dmitry Kulikov’s combination of solid play in top-four 
minutes, strong underlying numbers and low price on a one-year, $1.15 
million contract could make him a very popular target when general 
manager Tom Fitzgerald is fielding calls over the next few weeks. – 
Corey Masisak 

New York Islanders: 2021 first-round pick 

Lou Lamoriello isn’t a patient man. With his captain out indefinitely and a 
pick likely to be in the 20s in a weird draft year, the Islanders may be 
willing to gamble to get immediate help. – Arthur Staple 

New York Rangers: Ryan Strome 

With an abundance of cap space materializing after the conclusion of this 
season, the Rangers almost certainly will be in the market for a legit top-
two center. That makes Strome expendable. He would also be a good 
get for a contender at the deadline: a versatile, right-shot, power-play 
center with some offense in his game, only 27 and signed for one more 
year at a reasonable $4.5 million cap hit. – Rick Carpiniello 

Ottawa Senators: Ryan Dzingel 

Dzingel is a pending UFA and when the Sens acquired him from 
Carolina, it always felt like he was just going to get flipped out. He could 
be a good target for Canadian teams looking for depth — without having 
a 14-day quarantine period attached to the player. – Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers: 2021 first- and second-round picks 

If their current swoon becomes a collapse, the Flyers could sell some of 
their expiring contracts. But they entered this season expecting to be 
buyers, and at heart, I think that’s what they’d like to do. Last deadline, 
Chuck Fletcher shied away from trading his first-rounder. I’d expect him 
to be more aggressive this time around — if his team proves worthy of 
the investment over the next few weeks, that is. – Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins: Marcus Pettersson 

With Jason Zucker and Teddy Blueger out longer term, the Penguins — 
already thin at forward — now have a glaring top-nine need. Pettersson 
is expendable because Mike Matheson can’t be traded (albatross 
contract) and P.O. Joseph is NHL-ready on left defense. – Rob Rossi 

Because he is a moveable asset and if the Penguins are going to be a 
legitimate Cup contender, they need to add at least one impactful 
forward. Perhaps the young defenseman could fetch such a return. Plus, 
Pierre-Olivier Joseph is clearly ready for NHL work and could replace 
Pettersson, who hasn’t enjoyed a particularly strong season. – Josh 
Yohe 

San Jose Sharks: Devan Dubnyk 

The Sharks — currently in a “reset” mode, per GM Doug Wilson — will 
likely be sellers, but they just don’t have that much to sell. Devan Dubnyk 
is a pending UFA, so perhaps he garners some interest if continues to 
play better, as he has lately. If there are teams out there looking for some 
goaltending depth, maybe Dubnyk returns a mid-to-late round pick. – 
Kevin Kurz 

St. Louis Blues: Vince Dunn 

I don’t believe Dunn will be traded before the deadline because of the 
Blues’ injury situation and lack of depth. But he’s the most likely to be 
moved, even if it happens in the offseason. Dunn will be a restricted free 
agent again this summer, but this time he will have arbitration rights. He 
has struggled this season, and with Niko Mikkola emerging and Scott 
Perunovich on the way, he might be disposable. – Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning: 2021 first-round pick 
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GM Julien BriseBois said Lightning aren’t likely to make a trade at all 
(zero cap space, very few needs). But they’ve shown willingness over the 
years to deal their picks (including two first-rounders at last year’s 
deadline). Seven of the last nine players Tampa picked in first round 
have been moved, used as assets. Lightning won’t be trading core 
players, with prospects or picks their best chips. But keep in mind that 
with no cap space, any Lightning deal would have to be dollar in, dollar 
out. – Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs: Alexander Kerfoot 

The Leafs are in a tight spot under the cap and few players who make 
more than a minimum salary are expendable. Kerfoot is the one 
exception, especially given he may be exposed in the expansion draft 
anyway. Freeing up his $3.5 million cap hit would allow Toronto to add a 
significant piece before the deadline. And it frees up money for the Leafs 
to sign their UFAs like Zach Hyman in future years, too. – James Mirtle 

Vancouver Canucks: Tanner Pearson 

Expiring UFA vet with Stanley Cup experience who still plays second-line 
minutes and does so ably. The Canucks will try to re-sign him before the 
deadline, but if they can’t make the numbers work, he’ll generate plenty 
of interest despite a down offensive season. – Thomas Drance 

Pearson’s a pending UFA and while the Canucks have expressed their 
desire to re-sign him, the club’s tight cap situation with Elias Pettersson, 
Quinn Hughes and Thatcher Demko all due for new contracts in the 
summer may not make an extension possible. If the team doesn’t believe 
they can or should re-sign Pearson, they’ll need to consider flipping him 
at the deadline to ensure that he doesn’t walk away for nothing. – 
Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights: Nick Holden 

This was a tough question but I defaulted to Nick Holden based on his 
salary and playing time. He would clear $1.7 million in cap space, and 
with the way Vegas’ young defensemen are developing he’s expendable. 
The Golden Knights currently have zero cap space to improve the roster, 
so if they’re looking to shed cap to make room, Holden would be the 
option that would least impact the current lineup. – Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals: Dmitry Orlov 

Given the cap crunch, the only way the Caps can acquire anyone at the 
deadline is to move money. And they want to add a veteran goalie. 
Orlov’s cap hit is $5.1 million for this year and the two seasons after it. 
The Caps have eight NHL defensemen on the roster plus three young 
left-shot blueliners (Jonas Siegenthaler, Martin Fehervary and Alex 
Alexeyev) who’ll be pushing for a spot soon. It feels like a long shot (he’s 
got a five-team no-trade clause) but it makes sense, too. – Tarik El-
Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets: Sami Niku 

Sami Niku isn’t a prized asset. It may even be that the Jets pay for 
defensive help with draft picks or other futures. Still, the 24-year-old 
former AHL defenceman of the year has been shopped before. He’s also 
been passed over for minutes by veterans like Nathan Beaulieu and 
prospects like Logan Stanley. With Ville Heinola and Dylan Samberg next 
up as highly touted prospect D, Niku is clearly the odd man out. – Murat 
Ates 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.19.2021 

1185686 Websites 

 

The Athletic / 10 bold NHL predictions revisited: A midseason check on 
how we’re doing 

 

By Scott Burnside  

Mar 18, 2021  

 

Remember a few months ago when I predicted that winter storm in 
Dallas? And that Tampa Bay would win the Super Bowl? And that 
Minnesota would be challenging for top spot in the West Division? And 
that Patrick Kane would be once again part of the Hart Trophy 
discussion? No? 

Look it up. Wait. Don’t bother. 

Here we are just past the midpoint in this wackiest of NHL seasons. 
Divisional play and a closed border between Canada and the United 
States (closed at least as it relates to NHL travel) have created an 
alternative universe which in part explains why my bold preseason 
predictions have lost some of their original luster. 

But we are nothing if not self-aware at The Athletic and so let’s take a 
look at those earlier predictions to see how they’ve panned out so far and 
how things may shake out in the second half of the season. 

Original prediction No. 1: “In-season coaching changes: Zero” 

Result: Wrong. Straight out wrong 

I was going to justify the swing and a miss on coaches as the Canada 
factor until Buffalo dumped Ralph Krueger on Wednesday. The fact is, I 
did not see the Montreal dynamic happening as Claude Julien and the 
Habs got off to a roaring start — basically, it turns out, because they 
played Vancouver every night for three weeks. And the fact the Habs’ 
play flattened and that cost Julien his job speaks to the pressure GM 
Marc Bergevin is feeling having pushed all his chips in with his offseason 
additions of Joel Edmundson, Jake Allen, Tyler Toffoli and Josh 
Anderson. 

Are the Habs really any better under Dominique Ducharme? Not really. 
And now they’re in danger of falling out of the playoffs and if that 
happens it’ll likely mean giving way to the team that made the other 
surprise coaching move in the North Division, Calgary. I also missed the 
possibility that GM Brad Treliving, also on a very hot seat given his 
team’s perpetual underperforming, would dust off the “way, way back” 
machine in returning to Darryl Sutter. My bad, even if the early returns 
have been very good for Sutter and the Flames. 

As for American-based coaches, we were still 24-for-24 until the sad-
sack Sabres fired Krueger. I certainly didn’t think Buffalo was playoff-
worthy but who knew they were going to become the giant crater they 
are. What a mess. One of the worst organizations in pro sports. Their last 
playoff game was in 2011 and the reality is it’s hard to imagine it getting 
any better anytime soon. 

But that’s it. Seriously. No more NHL coaches fired this season other 
than these three. You read it here first. Unless Columbus GM Jarmo 
Kekalainen changes his mind about John Tortorella. Or, well, never mind. 

Original prediction No. 2: “The Blue Jackets will not trade Pierre-Luc 
Dubois” 

Result: Wrong. Hell and damn wrong. 

I should have put in the qualifier that the only way Pierre-Luc Dubois gets 
moved is if he gets swapped for Patrik Laine. And really this was likely 
the only deal that could have possibly happened that would have seen 
two such highly regarded yet discontented young offensive stars moved 
in-season. We’ll get to the Jets a little further on (once we get to the parts 
of the predictions that weren’t totally demolished by midseason) but we 
had Dubois on our podcast not long ago and he is a thoughtful and well-
spoken man who appears very much to appreciate being in Winnipeg. He 
still hasn’t fully articulated what exactly it was that created what became 
an untenable situation in Columbus but here’s hoping he finds some 
peace of mind with the Jets. 

Original prediction No. 3: “Patrik Laine isn’t moving in-season, either” 

Result: Wrong. Obviously. But let’s move on from this, OK? 

Before we move on, it’s been interesting that Laine has not made a 
seamless transition to life as a Blue Jacket, having been benched at 
various points in games for various misdeeds including yapping back at a 
member of the coaching staff. In short, Tortorella isn’t a guy who plays 
favorites. Dubois knew that and now so does Laine. It’s how it should be 
frankly. 
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How this plays out come the offseason will be fascinating as Laine is a 
restricted free agent and the Blue Jackets want very much to ink him 
long-term. Or at least they did. In fact, it’s pretty critical for Kekalainen on 
a personal and professional level to keep Laine in the fold after moving 
Dubois, who has one more year left on the restricted free agent deal he 
signed shortly before the start of the season, and it will be a bad look if 
Laine can’t be locked down. 

Original prediction No. 4: “The Jets will be the surprise of the North 
Division” 

Result: Right. Or maybe we should put it in caps … RIGHT. 

Finally, some solid ground on which to stand. As we hit the midpoint of 
the season not only are the Jets firmly ensconced in a playoff spot in the 
North they are putting the heat on the Maple Leafs. The interesting part 
of the Jets’ success is that Dubois (remember him?) has taken more than 
a little time to get into a groove since coming over from Columbus. He 
had to quarantine two weeks, then got hurt early on and then head coach 
Paul Maurice tried to ease him into the lineup on the wing and through 
his first 13 games, Dubois had collected a mere seven points. 

But that matters little given the Jets’ overall play, buttressed by defending 
Vezina Trophy winner Connor Hellebuyck and a dynamic forward unit. 
Look for GM Kevin Cheveldayoff to try and add some blue line help by 
the trade deadline and Dubois is going to get better and become more 
comfortable in his new digs. If he’s anything like the player who helped 
knock off the Leafs in the play-in round and then was part of a terrific 
first-round series against Tampa, Jets fans will be ecstatic come playoff 
time. The rest of the North Division likely not as ecstatic. 

Original prediction No. 5: “If Connor McDavid or Leon Draisaitl lead the 
league in scoring, the Oilers will miss the playoffs” 

Result: Jury is still out. 

What is unfolding in Edmonton is not what happened when scoring 
machine Steve Yzerman began playing Selke Trophy level two-way 
hockey in Detroit as the Red Wings became true Stanley Cup contenders 
in the late 1990s. In fact, Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl are once 
again willing the Oilers into the playoff hunt by sheer dint of their 
magnificent offensive wizardry. 

Now, the Oilers have been moderately better defensively this season and 
so we’ll credit McDavid and Draisaitl for committing to better team 
defense as part of the reason the Oilers are solidly in the middle of the 
pack in goals allowed per game. But the storyline remains much as it 
ever was in Edmonton. McDavid and Draisaitl have combined for 97 
points during the Oilers’ first 30 games and apart from Tyson Barrie, 
perhaps everyone else is just meh. 

The prolific duo is a combined plus-30 and has combined for 33 goals 
and McDavid, if he stays healthy, will run away with the Art Ross Trophy. 
But, and here is the fascinating part, are the Oilers a lock to make the 
playoffs? No. They should settle into the two/three spot in the North as 
long as Mike Smith stays healthy. But, and here’s the weird part, it 
wouldn’t take much for the Oilers to finish outside the top four given 
Calgary’s inspired play. 

So, it’s not beyond the pale that McDavid could win the Art Ross and the 
Oilers could miss the playoffs which would make our prediction bang on. 
Just saying. 

Original prediction No. 6: “Taylor Hall will be traded before April 12” 

Result: TBD (but almost certainly right). 

Taylor Hall doesn’t have to go anywhere at the deadline if he doesn’t 
want to given his no-trade protection. And let’s be honest, the return for 
the 2018 Hart Trophy winner would be modest at best and a pittance at 
worst given that Hall has managed two goals through Buffalo’s first 28 
games. The Sabres, of course, are a tire fire that refuses to go out and 
rookie GM Kevyn Adams needs to do what he can to bring in assets and 
shift dead weight. 

Interesting dynamic if Hall, headed once more for unrestricted free 
agency, declined to be moved at the deadline. If I’m a GM and thinking of 
signing Hall don’t you want someone who isn’t satisfied to play out the 
string for a last-place club? Just asking. Even though Hall has been 
unimpressive for most of the last two seasons he’s still just 29. 

The Sabres, now in the market for another new head coach, would have 
to eat some of Hall’s $8 million salary but have to believe that there’s a fit 
somewhere for Hall before April 12, like the Islanders for instance who 
have just lost captain Anders Lee for the balance of the season. 
Wherever he ends up – if he ends up somewhere else – this will make 
Hall’s fourth NHL team since the start of the 2019 season. That’s 
something we never would have predicted. 

Original prediction No. 7: “No California team will make the playoffs” 

Result: Trending right. 

No doubt the Kings are among the most pleasant surprises this season 
but an even bigger surprise, the play of the Wild, is likely going to keep 
this from being a storybook season for the Kings. 

Unless L.A. can somehow dislodge the surprising Wild or West Division 
preseason playoff favorites Vegas, St. Louis or Colorado — and that is 
highly unlikely — it’ll be another year outside the playoffs and a second 
straight 0-for-California when it comes to the postseason. 

Both Anaheim and San Jose continue to sputter along at the bottom of 
the standings and when things return to normal next season it’s hard not 
to imagine that they won’t remain at the very bottom of the Pacific 
Division standings. The Kings, however, have shown that under Todd 
McLellan they are going to be a factor sooner than later. Just not this 
season which makes our prediction a good one. 

Original prediction No. 8: “Jonathan Quick won’t finish the season with 
the Kings” 

Result: TBD but never say never. 

Kings GM Rob Blake has some things to consider as the deadline 
approaches and he tries to clear the path to further improvement for a 
team with a bevy of solid young talent knocking at the door. Already Cal 
Petersen is putting his stamp on the team as the heir apparent to 
Jonathan Quick’s goaltending throne. 

Does this hasten Quick’s departure? Yes and no. An injury sidelined 
Quick for a week or so in early March and his numbers don’t exactly jump 
off the page: 2.87 GAA, .898 save percentage and his advanced 
goaltending stats are also well down the list among his peers. But as one 
longtime NHL netminder and coach said, there is a brand effect when it 
comes to Quick and that comes from having won two Stanley Cups and a 
Conn Smythe Trophy that is undeniable. And there are teams that are 
exploring bolstering their goaltending, like Washington. Colorado has no 
safety net beyond Philipp Grubauer given the long-term absence of Pavel 
Francouz and that is a problem. Carolina, at least externally, is 
considered a team that could benefit from a veteran alpha netminder, 
Pittsburgh, too. 

Also, there’s the fact Quick counts $5.8 million against the cap for the 
next two seasons and the Kings would either eat some of that or take on 
an unwanted salary to make a move but in real dollars he is owed $3.5 
million this year, $3 million next season and just $2.5 million in the final 
year of the deal. And for many NHL teams, real dollars are as important 
as cap hits given the current times. Quick possesses no-trade protection 
so can be moved as Blake sees fit. There are a lot of moving pieces to 
this but it’s still possible Quick finds a new home by April 12. 

Original prediction No. 9: “The Capitals will top the Bruins in the East 
Division standings” 

Result: Right as rain (for now…). 

Thanks to a recent swoon by the Bruins this has the looks of a prediction 
that has a good chance of being right. Whew. And our point at the start of 
the season was that the Capitals are one of those teams – Pittsburgh 
would be another – that are trying to prove their Stanley Cup window has 
not slammed shut. 

Both Washington and Pittsburgh have gone through some upheaval in 
recent years but under veteran head coach Peter Laviolette the Caps 
have shown they are still very much a team in the mix. They have ridden 
out COVID-19 issues relating to star players, including captain Alex 
Ovechkin, Evgeny Kuznetsov and starting netminder Ilya Samsonov. 
They’ve seen top-six forward Tom Wilson suspended for yet another 
illegal hit. But led by Nicklas Backstrom, who is having an outstanding 
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season, the Capitals are in a battle with the Islanders for first place in the 
crowded East Division. 

Zdeno Chara, who shockingly signed with the Capitals on the eve of the 
regular season, has proven a steadying force and his arrival in D.C. 
seems to have reinvigorated the future Hall of Famer. His presence come 
mid-May is going to be fascinating to watch especially if we do get our 
predicted Caps-Pens rematch… 

Original prediction No. 10: “The Penguins and Capitals will meet in the 
first round of the playoffs” 

Result: Right, again (maybe). 

As we sat down to pen this bold prediction retrospective the Penguins 
had shaken off a slow start, questions in goal and the abrupt departure of 
Hall of Fame GM Jim Rutherford to settle nicely into third spot in the 
East. If the Caps end up in second, as they were earlier this week, that 
would set up another epic Pittsburgh-Washington playoff clash in the first 
round which would be a welcome tonic after the year that was. 

And if they don’t meet in the first round, what about a nice second-round 
collision between Ovechkin and Crosby? Either way, we’ll take it for the 
prediction win. 

Original prediction No. 11: “Long-term injured reserve, and the salary cap 
relief it provides, will become a major problem” 

Result: Right again (according to us). 

Actually, the timing of this is interesting as this week marked the first time 
that Nikita Kucherov has been back on the ice since hip surgery. And GM 
Julien BriseBois indicated to reporters that Kucherov is right on track to 
return for the playoffs. But what if he was ready to come back before the 
playoffs? Well, that would be a major problem for the Bolts and the 
league is paying attention, as they do to all issues of potential cap 
circumvention. 

St. Louis was able to seamlessly welcome Vladimir Tarasenko back from 
shoulder surgery because they had a series of injuries that sent guys to 
LTIR, creating the necessary cap space. The Blues and the Bolts are 
hardly alone. Of the teams holding down playoffs spots as of Tuesday, 
three of four in the North, three of four in the West, two of four in the 
Central and three of four teams in the East had players on long-term 
injury reserve. 

When and if those players are able to return to their active rosters, the 
teams must be able to absorb their cap hit and if they can’t, players will 
have to be shed to make the numbers balance. The NHL keeps track of 
these players and the league can access medical records and perform 
independent medical evaluations to determine players’ status vis a vis 
returning to active rosters. 

Although there was immediately much speculation about the Lightning 
“hiding” Kucherov on LTIR until the playoffs, that isn’t a real concern 
because the league could prohibit a player from taking part in playoff 
action if it was deemed he was healthy but not made part of their team’s 
active roster. 
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Sportsnet.ca / McDavid giving Oilers a 'cheat code' with evolution into 
complete superstar 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

March 19, 2021, 1:35 AM 

 

EDMONTON — It’s definitely not fair that one team gets Connor 
McDavid and the other doesn’t. And now he’s playing defence, winning 
faceoffs, and shooting — and scoring — more than ever before. 

It ends up with a game like the one played Thursday, where two sleepy 
teams were playing their second of back-to-back games and third in four 
nights. The Cheat Code — a.k.a. McDavid — scored twice and the 
Edmonton Oilers beat the Winnipeg Jets 2-1. 

“Basically, he got us those two points tonight,” said winning goalie Mikko 
Koskinen. “We are happy to have him.” 

Ya think? 

On a night when both teams' stars were not great, simply overtaxed by 
this relentless pandemic-schedule, the brightest star was still his 
supernova self, as McDavid cranked up his lead in the scoring race and 
pulled to within one goal of league leader Auston Matthews with his 19th 
and 20th. 

Remaining Time -0:46 

McDavid jumps off bench, makes it look easy on quick snipe 

Honestly, this was one of those nights when it just isn’t fair. 

“He’s incredible. It’s amazing to watch,” said defenceman Ethan Bear. 
“We were joking around, ‘We play a tight game, we have the best player 
in the league, and he doesn’t get tired. He does phenomenal things, like 
scoring two tonight, and we’ve just got to do our part and hold down the 
fort.’” 

It was, in fact, the fifth game in seven nights for Edmonton, a span of 
games that invokes a minor-league schedule. We get it: These guys 
make big money. But that doesn’t make them machines, to be turned off, 
refuelled, and turned on again for another 60 minutes of consistent 
performance. 

Somehow though, everyone else gets tired except for No. 97. 

Somehow, the puck bounced over the stick of Mark Scheifele all night 
long, but it didn’t jump over McDavid’s as he whistled a pair of pucks past 
Laurent Brossoit’s stick side. He gave Edmonton a 2-1 lead after 40 
minutes — with two more assists courtesy the red-hot Tyson Barrie — 
and Edmonton hung on to pull into a first place tie with Toronto at 40 
points apiece. 

That’s the other thing about McDavid these days. He appears to have 
had his Steve Yzerman moment, realizing that points alone won’t take 
him to a championship. 

“[Defensive play] is always a main focus for us. I know it doesn’t always 
look like it,” McDavid said post-game. “We’re always trying to limit 
chances and keep the puck out of our net.” 

Remaining Time -2:42 

McDavid continues to dominate games as Oilers push for playoff spot 

McDavid went away after the disaster that was a four-game, Qualifying 
Round loss to Chicago last summer, and set his attention to a few crucial 
parts of his game. He wanted to be better defensively, to improve in the 
faceoff circle, and it was apparent to all that he would have to mix up the 
opposition by shooting a lot more. 

Fast forward to this morning: McDavid’s 131 shots on net are second 
only to Brady Tkachuk’s 141, and after a career in which he never 
registered a faceoff percentage as high as 48 per cent, he sits at 51.4 per 
cent in the circle this season. 

All in all, McDavid’s game has turned a corner that every superstar’s 
game must turn before they win. Yzerman, Mike Modano, Sidney Crosby 
— the best always seek out ways to get better. 

“What I like most about him this year is, he’s come in with a real 
determined mindset to defend well and be a real solid player in our own 
end,” said his head coach, Dave Tippett. “Our whole coaching staff talks 
about it every day, how much he’s dug in to playing a real winning style 
of game. 

“There was some criticism in the summer towards him and Draisaitl — 
that I didn’t think was warranted — but he’s taken it to heart and he’s 
become a much better 200-foot player. You notice the things he does 
offensively, but he’s a solid, dependable player in our own zone. He 
doesn’t get enough credit for that.” 
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He’s getting credit now. 

The Cheat Code is winning faceoffs and playing defence. 

That's bad news for the rest of the North. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Five potential trade destinations for Sabres' Taylor Hall 

 

Mike Johnston@MikeyJ_MMA 

March 17, 2021, 1:02 PM 

 

With the NHL trade deadline less than one month away, the hockey 
world’s collective eyes are fixated on the Buffalo Sabres and what 
potential moves the floundering franchise might make. 

One player many expect to be dealt in the near future is 2018 Hart 
Trophy recipient Taylor Hall. The 2010 first-overall pick signed a one-
year deal, $8-million contract with the Sabres in the off-season and 
suffice it to say this year has not gone to plan. 

The 29-year-old only has two goals and 14 assists in 28 games this 
season and to add insult to injury, took a puck off the face Tuesday night 
during his team’s 12th consecutive loss. 

Hall said earlier this month he’s “open” to returning to play in Buffalo next 
season, but we’ll see how everything unfolds. 

“It’s not like I’ve had an amazing statistical year by any means so far this 
year,” Hall said via The Buffalo News. “Just in saying that, I think I’ve 
enjoyed my time here. I really like the guys, the coaching staff, the way 
we’re treated as players and like we said from the start, my agent and 
myself, we’re open to anything. I was never treating this as a one-year 
thing. I was always coming into it open-minded and we’ll have to see 
what happens here, if there’s interest on their side.” 

Hall has a no-movement clause and becomes an unrestricted free agent 
at the end of the season, so it’s ultimately up to the player to approve any 
move to a new city. 

With that in mind, here are five teams we feel could make a push to 
acquire Hall in the coming days or weeks. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Maple Leafs general manger Kyle Dubas addressed the media Tuesday 
and said forwards are the positional group the team is targeting ahead of 
the trade deadline. Dubas also mentioned he is willing to move a top 
prospect and that a rental player deal is his preferred option over a more 
traditional player-for-player swap. 

Toronto doesn’t have a third-round selection in 2021, but they’re flush 
with first- and second-round picks through 2023. The Maple Leafs are 
short on cap space so they could require Buffalo to eat a decent chunk of 
Hall’s remaining salary. 

The Maple Leafs have struggled in March, averaging just 2.5 goals per 
game during a stretch that saw them lose five of six. In joining Toronto, 
Hall would be surrounded by more talent than he has currently in Buffalo 
or had in either Arizona or New Jersey and the results could potentially 
be special. 

Acquiring a rental player of Hall’s calibre would be a clear sign that 
anything besides a Stanley Cup championship this season is a 
disappointment for Dubas and the Maple Leafs. 

Remaining Time -1:04 

Tight cap situation calling for Maple Leafs to be as creative as ever 

Colorado Avalanche 

The Avs were thought to be among the favourites to land Hall in free 
agency. GM Joe Sakic has first- and third-round picks in each of the next 
three drafts with which to work, but the team dealt its 2021 and 2022 
second-rounders to acquire Devon Toews in the off-season, so its draft 
capital is somewhat limited and not quite as enticing as other teams. 

The team has plenty of cap space, though, with a combined $8 million in 
Erik Johnson’s and Pavel Francouz’s salaries tied up on LTIR. Hall, 
despite having a down year thus far, possesses the skills to fit 
seamlessly on Colorado’s first or second line. With a handful of pending 
UFAs, Hall would in theory also be a good long-term fit for the Avs. 

New York Islanders 

The Isles might not be the first team most hockey fans jot down when 
listing 2021 Cup contenders yet Barry Trotz’s group is near the top of the 
East Division and 16-3-2 since the start of February. Islanders captain 
Anders Lee is done for the year so the team can free up $7 million in cap 
space via LTIR, which makes a Hall trade doable. Would GM Lou 
Lamoriello be willing to trade away his team’s first-round pick in two 
consecutive seasons? He sent what ended up being the 28th-overall pick 
to the Ottawa Senators as part of a package to get Jean-Gabriel Pageau 
last year. 

Remaining Time -2:18 

How Lamoriello’s deadline plans changed with Anders Lee out for 
season 

Florida Panthers 

The Panthers haven’t won a playoff series since advancing to the Stanley 
Cup final a quarter of a century ago. Could making a trade deadline 
splash for Hall be what finally helps propel the Panthers to an extended 
post-season run? Florida is tied for the Central Division lead, but they 
could benefit from strengthening the left side of the forward unit behind 
Jonathan Huberdeau who’s having another standout season production-
wise. The Panthers have all of their own draft picks plus an additional 
seventh-round selection in 2021. 

Boston Bruins 

Boston was another club reportedly interested in Hall when he was a free 
agent. The Bruins have slowed down after a 10-1-2 start to the season 
and Hall would certainly breathe some new life into that dressing room 
and add an element of scoring depth, which is a real concern for Boston. 

Would the Bruins consider including a player like Jake DeBrusk as part of 
the deal? DeBrusk only has two goals this season and was recently 
healthy scratched. Moving him would help from a salary cap 
management perspective and also give the Sabres a player with 20- to 
30-goal upside. Anders Bjork could be another potential trade chip for the 
Bruins to consider. 
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Matthews fills net at practice as ‘reset’ benefits injured wrist 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held a practice at Ford Performance Centre on Thursday ahead of Friday 
night’s game against the Calgary Flames. 

Toronto's four-day break between games is helping Auston Matthews 
turn a corner when it comes to a nagging wrist injury.  

"If today's any indication, I think it's benefited him greatly," observed 
coach Sheldon Keefe. "He scored a lot of goals today in practice. He was 
filling the net so that’s a very healthy sign for him and us."  
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Matthews leads the National Hockey League with 21 goals in 27 games 
played this season. But after missing two games due to the wrist issue, 
the centre found the net just three times in seven games. All three goals 
came from in tight. 

Last week, Matthews mentioned he was hoping the injury would heal 
more. That seems to be happening and the 23-year-old was in good 
spirits on Thursday.  

"The days off that we've had, it's been nice to reset," Matthews said 
when asked about his health. "After this weekend we’ll [have] another 
little break and then we're really [playing] every other day from here on 
out. It will be nice to take advantage of this rest and recharge." 

The wrist really started to bug Matthews after he was checked into the 
boards by Flames defenceman Rasmus Andersson on Feb. 24. The pair 
battled throughout that game and took coincidental minors at one point. 
Friday will mark the first game between the Leafs and Flames since that 
night.  

If Matthews returns to his dominant, goal-scoring form, then the Leafs will 
be well positioned to turn the page on their worst slump of the season. 
The team has dropped five of six games and looked out of sorts during a 
pair of losses over the weekend to Winnipeg and Ottawa.  

"We'd like to sustain a little more offensive zone time and pressure," 
Matthews said. "We've been talking a lot about getting to the net more 
and getting on the inside so that's an area we'd like to get much better at. 
Over the last two days we've really made that a main focus."  

Break in schedule helping Matthews power up his shot 

With four days off between games, Auston Matthews explains that the 
break has been nice to reset and regroup, while Sheldon Keefe says 
Matthews was 'filling the net' at practice on Thursday which is a very 
healthy sign. 

Keefe took advantage of the break in the schedule to put his players 
through an intense, hour-long practice on Thursday. 

"Today was probably the longest practice we've had all season," the 
coach said. "We're able to get more time on the ice, we're able to be 
more competitive and you feel that much better about your game." 

Noted Matthews with a smile, "We worked on a little bit of everything 
today." 

"Fast-paced and tiring in a good way," added defenceman Justin Holl. 

Keefe pointed out that on practice days between game days you can't 
really get too much done, because you want to keep the guys as fresh as 
possible. But the players received consecutive days off this week on 
Monday and Tuesday, which Keefe compared to the Christmas break in 
a regular season, which also falls around the 30-game mark.  

Thursday's session featured plenty of five-on-five drills. There was a 
block of time set aside for special teams work. And, of course, there were 
some battle drills. The team even held a shootout.  

"Yesterday was a great reset day," said winger Zach Hyman. "We did a 
lot of flow drills and a lot of skating. Today was more competition. We 
worked on special teams, a bunch of battle drills and three-on-twos and 
two-on-twos and things like that. It was a great preparation day for 
getting back into a game and getting back into that game mindset after 
having a little layoff." 

Where do the Leafs need to improve the most?   

"Our all-around game," said Holl. "I’ll give you the fluff answer, but that's 
really true. Everything we need to do is connected in a lot of ways." 

Leafs Ice Chips: 'A little bit of everything' at season's longest practice 

The Maple Leafs held a full blast, highly competitive practice on 
Thursday, working on 5-on-5, breakouts, battle drills, special teams and 
the shootout. It was an important day for a team looking to get back on 
track after losing five of its last six games. Mark Masters has more. 

Before the main practice started, Jason Spezza, Pierre Engvall, Alex 
Kerfoot and Ilya Mikheyev sat on the bench going over video with 
assistant coach Dave Hakstol, who oversees the penalty kill. After 

viewing some clips, the forwards went through some drills and fine tuned 
the routes and stick positioning they'll need to shore things up when the 
Leafs are shorthanded.  

"We've shown flashes of being a really good penalty kill and it gets 
interrupted by small mistakes," said Hyman, who averages two minutes 
of shorthanded ice time per game to lead all Leafs forwards. "You only 
have one chance to get it out and oftentimes when you don't, the other 
team scores. So, we're focusing on that." 

The Leafs have killed off only seven of 14 penalties during this six-game 
skid. As a result, Toronto has sagged from 12th in the NHL (80.6 per 
cent) to 22nd (75.6 per cent) entering Thursday’s games.  

Keefe called it "crazy" how quickly things can change. The coach likes 
the process the penalty kill has employed most of the season, pointing 
out Toronto had the top kill in the North Division prior to arriving in 
Vancouver on March 4.  

"We definitely have to get that back on track," Keefe said. "Recognizing 
the importance of little details on the kill, getting a clear and getting the 
puck all the way down the ice when that opportunity is available and 
finishing right through to the very end." 

A lot of the recent breakdowns occurred late in the kills after the Leafs 
have had their own chances at the other end. And Jake Muzzin did score 
the team's first shorthanded goal of the season on Saturday against the 
Jets.  

"We're right near the top of the league in terms of least amount of time 
spent in our end when we are shorthanded," Keefe said. "We do a good 
job of keeping the puck away from our end and our net. When it is time to 
defend, some of our details, we have to clean that up."  

Based on practice, there isn't any personnel changes coming other than 
Engvall taking over from Jimmy Vesey as the fifth forward in the rotation. 
Vesey was claimed off waivers by the Canucks on Wednesday.  

The power play has also sagged during this six-game stretch, converting 
just once in 10 chances. The one goal came courtesy of a deflection by 
Matthews, who was forced to take up residence in front of the net due to 
the wrist injury. However, in Thursday's practice Matthews was back in 
his usual office on the flank.  

Another familiar face rejoined the top unit at practice as Wayne 
Simmonds took over as the net-front presence.  

"With him there it adds another element," said Matthews. "He has a lot of 
experience and a skill-set with tipping pucks and just really good hands in 
tight and can make plays in and around the net. When you add that 
element, it helps your power play in a number of different ways." 

It's not clear if Simmonds will be able to dress on Friday or Saturday. 
He's been out since breaking his wrist on Feb. 6.  

"We don't have that answer yet," said Keefe. "We'll see how he is 
tomorrow. Certainly, his return is imminent and he's moving into day-to-
day territory." 

Simmonds sat out some power-play reps on Thursday, with Alex 
Galchenyuk joining the top unit.  

"We have a mindset going into the power play," said Hyman, "and if we 
stick with our mindset I think that we have such talented players on our 
power play that we can adapt to what the penalty kill is doing and make 
plays. It's just maintaining that work ethic and maintaining our core 
values on the power play." 

The Oilers scored three power-play goals in four chances in a win over 
the Flames on Wednesday. Calgary ranks 15th in the NHL in penalty 
killing.  

Frederik Andersen worked on deflections and tipped shots with goalie 
coach Steve Briere prior to the main practice.  

"It's nice to have a few days to just work on some fundamentals and get 
back to what you do well and spend more quality time working on things 
you don't get to work on when the schedule's a little bit tougher," the 
goalie said of his focus this week.  
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Andersen owns an ugly .900 save percentage on the season and is 
trending in the wrong direction. After missing four games with a lower-
body injury, Andersen is 2-4-0 with an .887 save percentage since 
returning to the lineup.  

"I know I have the ability to be a great goalie in this league and help the 
team win a ton of hockey games," Andersen said. "I think it's just a matter 
of finding that confidence again and I know that it's right there. It's just a 
few things I need to keep working on." 

But it's not easy to find your game when you're not 100 per cent and 
Andersen is still bothered by the lower-body issue.  

"I'm not really where I want to be," Andersen admitted. "I'm working 
towards getting as good as possible. I think everyone goes through a 
[part of the] season when you'll have something going on and it's just a 
matter of how well you can manage it and play through it." 

Andersen participated in both practices this week and is ready to start on 
Friday.  

"As a competitor and as a human you want to be out there and 
competing and helping your team win so it is tough," said Andersen when 
asked about playing through pain without hurting the team. "It's a very 
fine line." 

The 31-year-old Dane played on consecutive nights last weekend. He 
allowed five goals on 32 shots against the Jets on Saturday. Then, after 
Michael Hutchinson allowed two goals on three shots in Ottawa on 
Sunday night, Andersen was called upon and stopped 26 of 28 shots in 
relief.  

"He battled hard," said Keefe. "Came right in and handled that game very 
well for us and gave us a chance to kind of find our legs so that was a 
very encouraging sign." 

"The tough part is staying patient,” Andersen said, "and keep working at 
the daily things that's going to give me success." 

Andersen has now played in 22 of Toronto's 30 games this season.  

Andersen aims to regain confidence; admits injury still a factor 

The Maple Leafs' hold on the North division has been shaken by losing 
five of six. Goalie Frederik Andersen's not the only one to blame, but he 
has been shaky lately. And while Andersen has been known to get out of 
ruts before during his time in Toronto, he's facing both a mental and 
physical challenge now. TSN's Mark Masters has more. 
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Andersen admits he’s still battling lower-body injury 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

Frederik Andersen is not at his best right now. No one knows that better 
than him. 

The trouble is a nagging lower-body injury, which sidelined the Maple 
Leafs goalie for two weeks earlier this season and has continued to take 
a toll in his first six games back. 

Andersen has recorded just two wins since March 3, and went four 
straight games with a sub-.890 save percentage. Those results aren’t 
good enough, and Andersen will have to rebound while also attending to 
his health. 

“I'm not really where I want to be obviously,” Andersen told reporters on a 
post-practice Zoom call Thursday. “I think I'm working towards just 
getting to as good as possible. But I think everyone goes through a 
season where you'll have something going on. It's just a matter of how 

well you can manage it and play through it, and you try to do the best you 
can to play as well as you can.” 

Andersen was on a hot streak when the injury occurred against Montreal 
on Feb. 15, interrupting an impressive 10-game span that included a 
league-leading 7-1-2 record, .906 save percentage and 2.71 goals-
against average. 

Andersen returned to the lineup on March 3, capping off the Leafs’ three-
game sweep of Edmonton by allowing just one goal in a 26-save victory. 
It has been all downhill from there –Andersen lost three of his next four 
starts, and recorded another defeat when stepping in to replace Michael 
Hutchinson in the first period last Sunday in Ottawa.  

All told, Andersen is 2-4-0 with an .887 save percentage and 3.30 goals-
against average in March. It’s by far his worst run of the season, but 
Andersen still feels he’s best serving the Leafs by being available to play 
through injury.  

“I think as a competitor and as a human you want to be out there and 
competing and helping your team win,” he said. “So it is tough. It's a very 
fine line when you do take that step back and look at improving your 
physical health. There's no perfect answer [on when to come back], I 
think it's just taking it day by day and [deciding] when you really feel like 
you can contribute to the team.” 

Andersen is also not alone in being at less than 100 per cent. Auston 
Matthews has been playing with an injured wrist for weeks. Joe Thornton 
has battled a couple of lower-body issues. Backup goalie Jack Campbell 
is just now eyeing a return from a re-aggravated leg injury.  

“Everybody in their own way is dealing with something,” head coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. “Fred missed time and we were patient and waited 
and gave him opportunities to get to the point where he felt confident 
going in net. If anything, the game in Ottawa [helped him]. He had no 
expectations of playing…and handled that game very well for us, so that 
was a very encouraging sign.” 

Injured or not, Andersen has gone through similar slumps in recent 
years.   

From Jan. 6 to Feb. 18, 2020, Andersen was 3-4-0, with an .871 save 
percentage and 3.96 goals-against average. The year before that, from 
March 11 to April 6, 2019, Andersen was 3-3-3, with an .881 save 
percentage and 3.94 goals-against average.  

The pattern weaves all the way through Andersen’s career in Toronto. So 
much so that general manager Kyle Dubas commented on the sags – 
and Andersen’s resiliency – during his mid-season media availability on 
Tuesday. 

“[Andersen] has a tremendous ability to gather himself when he may not 
be playing to the standard that he sets for himself and I think he's been 
very open about that,” Dubas said. “I think if you go back through each of 
his seasons, anytime where Fred has found himself in a bit of a rut, he's 
able to pull himself out of it and that's the expectation of what we'll see 
from him as we move ahead.” 

Toronto is currently in one of its longest breaks of the season, having not 
played since Sunday and with only one set of games Friday and 
Saturday before another four-day break next week. The Leafs were 1-5-0 
in their last six before the time off, and while poor goaltending was only 
part of the problem, Andersen will try to turn the tide on that in Friday’s 
projected start.  

“I know I have the ability to be a great goalie in this league and help the 
team win a ton of hockey games,” he said. “I think it's just a matter of 
finding that confidence again and I know that it's right there. I think 
there's just a few things that I need to keep working on and find again. 
The tough part is being patient and to just keep working at the daily 
things that give me success.” 
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High-octane AHL might make NHL GMs re-think CHL agreement 

 

By Frank Seravalli 

 

Watch the American Hockey League this season and it’s easy to see a 
happy accident that’s resulted from one of hockey’s forced experiments 
while stickhandling around the COVID-19 pandemic. 

You’ll see something you’ve never seen before because it’s never been 
allowed: top teenage CHL prospects lighting it up, turning up the octane 
in the AHL. 

The National Hockey League’s current transfer agreement with the 
Canadian Hockey League requires all draft picks under the age of 20 to 
be loaned back to their major junior club unless they are on the NHL 
roster or have completed four full junior hockey seasons. 

But that transfer agreement, which expired in 2019-20 and was extended 
for one year during the pandemic, is up for negotiation again.  

Many inside the game wonder if change is on the horizon, now that NHL 
teams have gotten a taste this season of what it’s like to keep, train and 
develop prospects in-house, and of how their top prospects fared in the 
competitive AHL landscape. 

Seth Jarvis, Carolina’s No. 13-overall pick from October’s draft, netted 
seven goals and 11 points in nine games for the AHL’s Chicago Wolves 
before the Western Hockey League started up again and forced the 
Hurricanes to send him back to the Portland Winterhawks. The Calgary 
Flames got a similar first-hand view of first-round pick Connor Zary, who 
collected seven points in nine games with the Stockton Heat. 

The Quebec Major Junior Hockey League has mostly been operating all 
season. Other 2020 picks are still skating in the AHL while the Ontario 
Hockey League sorts out its return to play plan. 

Los Angeles’ second-overall pick Quinton Byfield has 10 points in 17 
games for the AHL’s Ontario Reign, who play out of the Kings’ practice 
facility in El Segundo, Calif. Winnipeg’s Cole Perfetti, the No. 10 overall 
pick, has eight points in 16 games for the Manitoba Moose, and has 
skated in Jets practices as a member of the taxi squad. 

Then there is 18-year-old Zayde Wisdom, who wasn’t drafted by the 
Philadelphia Flyers until the fourth round (94th overall), yet leads the 
Lehigh Valley Phantoms in scoring with 10 points in 12 games. 

“It’s been so beneficial to have these guys around our organization,” one 
NHL GM said Thursday, asking to not be quoted because of the 
sensitivity around the agreement. “We would have loved to have kept our 
player. I think there’s a way to do it.” 

The NHL-CHL transfer agreement is a touchy topic because, as AHL 
commissioner Scott Howson said this week, “everyone has so much 
respect for what junior hockey does for prospects and for the game as a 
whole.” 

Not only that, but amending the CHL transfer agreement has seemingly 
been an annual talking point without any tangible change. 

There is also a significant sum of grant money involved; the NHL is 
responsible for a big part of the CHL budget. The NHL agreed to pay the 
CHL a total of $12.6 million in grants for the 2019-20 season, according 
to a copy of the agreement. Teams are also required to pay $60,000 for 
skaters and $75,000 for goaltenders who are eligible to return to junior 
but remain in the NHL. 

A second GM said Wednesday that the CHL transfer agreement was a 
topic of conversation last March at the NHL’s GM meetings in Florida that 
went quiet once the pandemic hit. And while NHL GMs are mindful of the 
junior hockey business, they are also trying to look out for their own 
business interests at the same time – and it's no secret they'd like to 
keep their hands on their prospects as much as possible. 

The second GM's idea is to carve out an exception in the next CHL 
transfer agreement that would allow each NHL organization the option to 
place one 18- or 19-year-old prospect in the AHL. There could be certain 

criteria put in place – that the prospect be a first-round pick, or he must 
have played three seasons of major junior. 

Part of the problem with the current agreement, the GM said, is that 
players on the fence between the NHL and OHL often end up stunting 
their development because teams err on the side of keeping them at the 
NHL level. 

It’s the exact question facing the Anaheim Ducks later this season with 
2020 first-round pick Jamie Drysdale if and when the OHL season gets 
underway. Drysdale, 18, had 10 points in 14 games with the San Diego 
Gulls before being called up to the Ducks, where he was scheduled to 
make his NHL debut on Thursday night against Arizona. The Ducks 
could then keep Drysdale in the NHL, or as a member of the taxi squad, 
without having to send him back to the OHL.  

“If I have a defenceman who is too big and too strong for the WHL, but is 
too slow for the NHL, what do I do?” the GM asked. 

The best option might be in the middle, in the AHL, where that player can 
work with the organization’s staff directly. 

While we may only be talking about a handful of players per season who 
meet the theoretical exception requirements, there are also cons to 
having teenage players turn pro. 

Statistically, players aged 18 to 21 are far more likely to miss time due to 
injury in the NHL, and that likelihood may even increase in the AHL. Then 
there will also be a trickle-down effect that potentially damages midget 
hockey, as players would need to fill those holes on major junior rosters.  

To date, the pros have not outweighed the cons, which is why no change 
has materialized. 

Instead, the AHL has been respectful of critical timelines to return players 
to major junior, while Howson has focused on a potential playoff format – 
even if awarding the Calder Cup this season remains unlikely. 

“I think we would have all preferred for the junior leagues to be up and 
running and everyone be healthy,” Howson said. “That top prospects 
have been able to play this season has been an added benefit to our 
NHL partners. I’ve been so impressed by the quality and level of player, 
every single player’s commitment in this unusual season has been 
incredible.” 
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