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Here’s Rod Brind’Amour’s take on Tim Peel, the NHL ref fired after hot mic incident  

By Chip Alexander  

There are times with Rod Brind’Amour that even in wearing a 
mask, his eyes betray his intense anger as he yells at the 
referees from behind the bench during games. 

That’s not to say the Carolina Hurricanes coach does not 
respect the NHL referees. Brind’Amour does, and has said 
so, often.  

“We have the hardest game to officiate,” Brind’Amour said on 
a media call Wednesday. “It’s too hard live. I don’t know how 
these guys do it. They’re phenomenal in what they do. ... 
They get it right 90 percent of the time but we live in a world 
where you’ve got to get it right 100 percent of the time.” 

All that Brind’Amour wants, like any other coach, is that the 
referees do their job fairly and hopefully correctly, 
understanding there will be mistakes made.  

But what happened in the NHL on Tuesday was a black-eye 
for the league. Referee Tim Peel called a tripping penalty 
against the Predators’ Viktor Arvidsson and was heard on a 
live mic saying, “It wasn’t much but I wanted to get a 
(expletive) penalty against Nashville early.” 

After the Predators won 2-0, Nashville coach John Hynes 
was asked about Peel and said, “I think it’s an issue that the 
league will have to take care of. 

The NHL did, moving swiftly. Colin Campbell, the NHL senior 
vice president of hockey operations, released a statement 
Wednesday saying Peel would no longer work NHL games 
“now or in the future.” 

“Nothing is more important than ensuring the integrity of our 
game,” Campbell said in the statement. “Tim Peel’s conduct 
is in direct contradiction to the adherence to the cornerstone 
principle that we demand of our officials and that our fans, 
players, coaches and all those associated with our game 
expect and deserve.” 

Peel has worked in the NHL since October 1999 and had 
said he planned to retire after this season. It was abrupt 
ending to the veteran’s long career.  

Brind’Amour has as a player and coach had games involving 
Peel.  

“He’s been around forever and he was well-respected by 
everyone in the business,” Brind’Amour said Wednesday. 
“You’re always going to have run-ins with refs. It’s just part of 

it. But if you met him after games or see him in various 
places he’s just a good person.  

“I hate to see that happen the way it did. It’s unfortunate 
really because he had a good career. ... Everybody is 
human. We all make mistakes.” 

Brind’Amour has discussed NHL officiating at times during 
his three years as head coach, drawing a $25,000 fine during 
the 2020 playoffs in Toronto for some heated postgame 
comments and saying, “This is why the league’s a joke.” The 
Hurricanes covered the cost, with owner Tom Dundon’s 
signature on the check easily seen on the tweet posted by 
the team. 

Making calls on the fly 

Brind’Amour has advocated having an extra official off the 
ice at games to quickly review calls. 

The Canes gave up a late goal Saturday against Columbus, 
then lost in a shootout. In the final minute of regulation, the 
Blue Jackets pulled their goalie for a sixth attacker and had 
the puck in the Canes zone. Forward Patrik Laine dropped 
his stick but teammate Jack Roslovic used his stick to quickly 
push Laine’s stick back to him -- a penalty under NHL rules. 

Seconds later, Laine passed to Seth Jones, who ripped a 
shot for the tying goal.  

Asked about the play after the game and a penalty not being 
called, Brind’Amour said, “You’re preaching to the choir. It is 
what it is. It’s a rule. I don’t even get the rule. Why can’t the 
guy push his stick to him? What’s the difference? But that’s 
the rule. 

“I don’t know. Our sport’s too hard to really referee live. You 
need a quick second look. It’ll come. It will be 20 years. I’ll be 
long gone when they get this figured out.” 

Brind’Amour noted the coaches get a quick look at replays 
on the bench immediately after a play. If there is a mistake or 
missed call, they see it immediately. 

“I get to look at it ten times before I can figure out if it was 
right or not,” he said. “They’ve got to make this on the fly. It’s 
too hard.” 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Columbus Blue Jackets 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: Nationwide Arena, Columbus, Ohio. 

TV: FSCR
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Familiarity, skill fuel Hurricanes’ No. 1 power play 

Carolina is converting more than 30% of its chances, and 
both of the team’s units have found success in 2020-21 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ 21-7-3 record has them near the 
top of the NHL standings. Their power play has them in even 
better company. 

Despite going 0 for 2 in each of the last two games, 
Carolina’s power play sits atop the league at 30.6% and is on 
par with some of the more high-powered attacks of all-time. 

If the Hurricanes maintain their current pace, only the 1977-
78 Montreal Canadiens (31.9%), and 1977-78 (31.4%) and 
1978-79 (31.2%) New York Islanders would have better 
marks — teams that were a combined 158-42-40 and 
represented the transition from Montreal’s 1970s dominance 
into the start of the Islanders’ dynasty. 

A good power play was important then, and it might be even 
more important now. 

“It’s the game now,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “You’ve gotta have good special teams, for sure.” 

While Carolina’s penalty kill ranks a serviceable ninth at 
82.9%, it’s the power play that’s helped carry the Hurricanes 
to success this season. 

The Carolina power play has scored at least once in 21 of 
the team’s 31 games, including getting multiple goals seven 
times. In the 20 games in which the Hurricanes get at least 
three opportunities, they’ve scored in 17. 

Much of that success can be attributed to the continuity of 
the Hurricanes’ roster, the familiarity of the players and the 
fact that both units have been equally effective. 

“It’s probably playing with each other for a few years,” said 
Jordan Martinook, who has faced his own team’s power play 
frequently in practice in recent years. “And especially this 
year, the groups haven’t really changed that much. … But I 
think the best part about our power play this year is the 
second power play group is probably just as dangerous as 
the first one and they’re pushing them. … Just to see the 
evolution of our two units, it’s been fun to watch.” 

There’s also been a next-man-up mentality when injures and 
illnesses have held players out of the lineup. 

Newcomer Jesper Fast and defensive stalwart Brett Pesce 
have filled in due to injuries. The loss of Teuvo Teravainen 
(45 power play points the previous two seasons) to a 
concussion and the recent injury to Vincent Trocheck (tied 
for the team lead with 13 power play points, including a 
team-high six goals with the man advantage) also opened 
the door for Martin Necas and Jordan Staal to have bigger 
roles, and Jake Bean’s potential has been realized as he 
quarterbacks the second unit in place of the injured Jake 
Gardiner. 

And with each goal comes more fuel for Carolina’s success. 

“Confidence helps,” Sebastian Aho, the team’s leading 
scorer with 30 points, said. “When you see a couple pucks 
go in and then you start feeling it, instead of forcing plays 
you sometimes take an extra second to make a play.” 

And when Aho and the first unit — which includes 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton and his 13 power play assists 
— can’t get it done, the Hurricanes’ second group has 
proven just as capable, even when Brind’Amour has needed 
to insert rookies like Bean and Morgan Geekie. 

“It’s more just the fact that now we have better players,” 
Brind’Amour said, “and we’ve got two of our top guys out of 
the power play right now and still managed to keep it rolling.” 

Still, the power play can be a fickle thing, and even 
Carolina’s 2006 Cup-winning team was, at a 15% conversion 
rate, 2.5% below the league average in the regular season 
before converting in 17 of 25 playoff games at a 24% clip. 

Carolina’s confidence grew throughout that postseason, and 
the Hurricanes didn’t go two consecutive games without a 
power play goal during their run. 

The end result? The franchise’s only Stanley Cup title. 

The Hurricanes are again considered contenders for 
hockey’s ultimate prize, and Carolina’s special teams — 
particularly its power play — will be a key to the team’s 
success. 

“I’ve realized that special teams is just such an important part 
of the game,” Pesce said, “and, honestly, I think on most 
nights it’s the difference.”
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Preview: Hurricanes at Blue Jackets 

Finale of a four-game set against Columbus 

By Michael Smith 

COLUMBUS - For the fourth straight time in eight days, the 
Carolina Hurricanes square off against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. 

The Match-Up 

Carolina Hurricanes (21-7-3, 45 points) at Columbus Blue 
Jackets (13-13-7, 33 points) 

Thursday, March 25, 7 p.m. 

Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

About Monday Night 

Alex Nedeljkovic backstopped the Canes to a 3-0 shutout 
victory against the Columbus Blue Jackets on Monday night. 
Nedeljkovic made 19 saves to earn his second career 
shutout. In his last eight starts, Nedeljkovic is 6-1-1 with a 
1.48 goals-against average, a .947 save percentage and two 
shutouts. Brady Skjei scored his first goal with the Canes, 
and Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas made magic happen 
with another highlight reel goal-scoring sequence. 

"We were awesome. Top to bottom, start to finish, we were 
taking it to them," Nedeljkovic said. "You couldn't have drawn 
it up any better." 

Tracking the Storylines 

Wrapping Up a Four-Game Set Against Columbus: The 
Canes have earned four of a possible six points in the first 

three games of a series of four straight against the Blue 
Jackets. Though the Canes had to settle for a point in both of 
the games in Raleigh, the team was confident in its effort and 
process and responded with a dominant shutout win on 
Monday night in Columbus. 

"I think we've played pretty good hockey, but tonight we 
played a complete 60-minute hockey game," Jesper Fast 
said. "We were on the right side, working hard and doing the 
right things. It was a really good game from all of us." 

The two teams are very much familiar with one another at 
this point. Thursday's mini-series finale could be a bit chippy 
and is likely to be a close-checking grind once again. 

The eighth and final match-up this season between the 
Canes and Blue Jackets, who are trying to climb their way 
into a playoff spot in the Central Division, is set for Saturday, 
May 1 in Raleigh. 

Hamilton Sets a Franchise Record: After recording the 
secondary assist on Necas' goal on Monday night, Dougie 
Hamilton surpassed Mark Howe and now owns the franchise 
record for the longest point streak by a defenseman (12 
games). In that stretch, which is the longest active point 
streak in the NHL and the longest by a defenseman in the 
NHL this season, Hamilton has posted 14 points (2g, 12a). 

"It's pretty cool," Hamilton after the game on Monday. "I'm 
lucky to play with great players who make good plays, like 
that goal today." 

Hamilton leads the Canes in assists (22), ranks second in 
points (25) and is tied for the team lead in power-play points 
(13).
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Super 16: Lightning unanimous No. 1, Avalanche climb 

Canadiens back in, Flyers drop out of NHL.com power 
rankings 

By Dan Rosen 

The Tampa Bay Lightning are the unanimous No. 1 in the 
NHL.com Super 16 power rankings for the second time in 
three weeks. 

The Lightning have won five games in a row and are No. 1, 
and the Vegas Golden Knights are No. 2, each for the fourth 
consecutive week. 

The Colorado Avalanche climbed two spots to No. 6 with a 
point in eight straight games (7-0-1). 

The Montreal Canadiens at No. 15 are in the Super 16 for 
the first time in four weeks. They were ranked No. 15 on Feb. 
25 but dropped out the following week. 

Montreal replaced the Philadelphia Flyers. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members put together his or her version of 
what they think it should look like. Those were submitted and 
a point total assigned to each.  

The team that was selected first was given 16 points, second 
got 15, third 14 and so on down to No. 16, which got one 
point.  

Here is the Super 16: 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning (24-6-2) 
Total points: 224 
Last week: No. 1 

Andrei Vasilevskiy has won 12 straight starts, a Lightning 
record. He will tie the NHL record for most consecutive wins 
by a goalie if he wins his next two. Vasilevskiy has three 
shutouts, a 1.64 goals-against average and a .938 save 
percentage during his winning streak. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights (22-7-1) 
Total points: 206 
Last week: No. 2 

Robin Lehner is 2-0-0 with three goals allowed on 41 shots in 
two starts after missing 18 games with a concussion. Vegas 
is 12-3-0 since Feb. 22.  

3. Carolina Hurricanes (21-7-3) 
Total points: 187 
Last week: No. 4 

Dougie Hamilton has a 12-game point streak (two goals, 12 
assists), the longest for a defenseman in the NHL this 

season and in Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers history. Goalie 
Alex Nedeljkovic is 5-0-1 with a 1.63 GAA, .944 save 
percentage and one shutout in six starts since March 1. 

4. Washington Capitals (20-7-4) 
Total points: 170 
Last week: No. 3 

John Carlson's assist in a 3-1 win against the New York 
Rangers on March 19 was his 20th of the season and 393rd 
of his NHL career, fourth most in Capitals history, one more 
than Mike Gartner and 25 behind Michal Pivonka. Carlson 
scored his seventh goal of the season and 112th in the NHL 
during a 2-1 loss to the Rangers the next day. He needs two 
goals to pass Mike Green and Calle Johansson for third 
among defensemen in Washington history.  

5. New York Islanders (21-8-4) 
Total points: 169 
Last week: No. 6 

Rookie goalie Ilya Sorokin has won eight straight starts since 
Feb. 16 with a 1.35 GAA, .944 save percentage (11 goals 
against on 198 shots) and two shutouts. Rookie forward 
Oliver Wahlstrom has scored six points (four goals, two 
assists) in six games since March 13.  

6. Colorado Avalanche (20-8-3) 
Total points: 168 
Last week: No. 8 

Colorado's point streak has coincided with Nathan 
MacKinnon's return after a three-game absence because of 
an injury. The center has scored 13 points (five goals, eight 
assists) in the eight games. 

7. Florida Panthers (20-8-4) 
Total points: 145 
Last week: No. 5 

Florida has scored three power-play goals in its past two 
games (3-for-7) but lost twice, 5-3 to the Lightning and 3-2 to 
the Chicago Blackhawks. The Panthers have lost three of 
their past four after winning four in a row and six of seven. 
Aleksander Barkov, Florida's leading scorer with 37 points 
(13 goals, 24 assists), will miss his second straight game 
against the Blackhawks on Thursday with a lower-body injury 
the center sustained in warmups Tuesday. 

8. Toronto Maple Leafs (20-10-2) 
Total points: 121 
Last week: No. 7 
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Jack Campbell has a shutout in each of his past two starts, 
including 31 saves in a 2-0 win against the Calgary Flames 
on Saturday. His previous start was Feb. 27, when he made 
30 saves in a 4-0 win against the Edmonton Oilers. Campbell 
missed the next eight games with a lower-body injury. He's 
4-0-0 with a 1.00 GAA and .965 save percentage (four goals 
against on 113 shots) this season. 

9. Boston Bruins (16-8-4) 
Total points: 92 
Last week: No. 11 

The Bruins haven't played in a week due to NHL COVID-19 
protocols. They won two games in a row prior to that pause.  

10. Minnesota Wild (20-10-1) 
Total points: 89 
Last week: No. 9 

Minnesota has a Wild-record 10-game home winning streak 
after a 3-2 win against the Anaheim Ducks on Wednesday. 
They are 12-3-0 at home this season. 

11. Winnipeg Jets (20-11-2) 
Total points: 86 
Last week: No. 10 

Paul Stastny played his 978th NHL game Wednesday, 
passing his father, Hockey Hall of Fame forward Peter 
Stastny, for most played by a family member. The forward's 
uncles, Anton Stastny (650 games) and Marian Stastny 
(322), played in the NHL, as did his brother, Yan Stastny 
(91). 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins (20-11-2) 
Total points: 85 
Last week: No. 12 

Evgeni Malkin has missed four games with a lower-body 
injury and the center is week to week. Brandon Tanev has 
missed three games with an upper-body injury and the 
forward is day to day. Jason Zucker has resumed skating. 
The forward has missed 16 games with a lower-body injury. 

13. Edmonton Oilers (21-13-0) 
Total points: 71 
Last week: No. 15 

Edmonton has won three in a row, led by center Connor 
McDavid's seven points (four goals, three assists). The 
Oilers captain leads the NHL with 60 points (21 goals, 39 
assists) in 34 games, an average of 1.76 points per game 
that puts him at a 98-point pace for the 56-game schedule. 

14. St. Louis Blues (16-11-5) 
Total points: 43 
Last week: No. 14 

St. Louis is fourth in the Honda West Division, a combined 
14-8-4 against the four teams below them in the standings 
(Arizona Coyotes, Los Angeles Kings, San Jose Sharks and 
Anaheim Ducks) and 2-3-1 against the three ahead of them 
(Vegas, Colorado, Minnesota). Eighteen of the Blues' final 24 
games will be against the Golden Knights (four), Avalanche 
(six) and Wild (eight). 

15. Montreal Canadiens (14-8-9) 
Total points: 27 
Last week: NR 

Montreal had a point in four straight games (2-0-2), going 4-
for-9 on the power play, before their season was paused due 
to COVID-19 protocols. The Canadiens had four games 
postponed through at least Sunday.  

16. Chicago Blackhawks (15-13-5) 
Total points: 11 
Last week: No. 16 

Dominik Kubalik has scored a point in six straight games 
(two goals, four assists). The forward has scored 14 points 
(eight goals, six assists) in 17 games since Feb. 15 after 
scoring three goals in his first 16. 

Others receiving points: Philadelphia Flyers 4, New York 
Rangers 2, Calgary Flames 1, Columbus Blue Jackets 1, Los 
Angeles Kings 1, Vancouver Canucks 1 

Dropped out: Flyers (No. 13) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. New York Islanders; 5. Florida 
Panthers; 6. Colorado Avalanche; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. 
Minnesota Wild; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
11. Winnipeg Jets; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Philadelphia Flyers; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Colorado 
Avalanche; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. 
Boston Bruins; 9. New York Islanders; 10. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 11. Edmonton Oilers; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. 
Minnesota Wild; 14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Montreal 
Canadiens; 16. Chicago Blackhawks 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Colorado Avalanche; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. New York 
Islanders; 6. Washington Capitals; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. 
Minnesota Wild; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
11. Toronto Maple Leafs; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Winnipeg 
Jets; 14. Montreal Canadiens; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. 
Columbus Blue Jackets 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Colorado 
Avalanche; 6. New York Islanders; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Boston Bruins; 
11. Winnipeg Jets; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. Montreal Canadiens; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. 
Philadelphia Flyers 

TOM GULITTI  
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1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Washington 
Capitals; 6. New York Islanders; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 
11. Winnipeg Jets; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. Montreal Canadiens; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. New 
York Rangers 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. New York 
Islanders; 6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Washington Capitals; 
8. Florida Panthers; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Minnesota 
Wild; 11. Winnipeg Jets; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Montreal Canadiens; 16. 
Chicago Blackhawks 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. New York 
Islanders; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. 
Colorado Avalanche; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 11. Edmonton Oilers; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. St. 
Louis Blues; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Chicago Blackhawks; 16. 
Montreal Canadiens 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. New York Islanders; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Boston Bruins; 
11. St. Louis Blues; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Chicago Blackhawks; 16. 
Montreal Canadiens 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New York 
Islanders; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 
6. Colorado Avalanche; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Edmonton Oilers; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Boston Bruins; 14. 
St. Louis Blues; 15. Chicago Blackhawks; 16. Montreal 
Canadiens 

BILL PRICE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. New 
York Islanders; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 6. Washington Capitals; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Boston Bruins; 
11. Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. Chicago Blackhawks; 15. Montreal Canadiens; 
16. St. Louis Blues 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Colorado Avalanche; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. New York 
Islanders; 6. Washington Capitals; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. 
Winnipeg Jets; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Minnesota Wild; 
11. Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. St. Louis 
Blues; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Montreal Canadiens; 16. 
Calgary Flames 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Washington 
Capitals; 6. New York Islanders; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. 
Boston Bruins; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Edmonton Oilers; 
11. Minnesota Wild; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Montreal Canadiens; 16. 
New York Rangers 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Washington Capitals; 4. New York Islanders; 5. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 11. Boston Bruins; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Winnipeg 
Jets; 14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Montreal Canadiens; 16. 
Vancouver Canucks 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Washington Capitals; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 6. New York Islanders; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 
11. Winnipeg Jets; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. Montreal Canadiens; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. 
Philadelphia Flyers
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Hurricanes visit the Blue Jackets following shutout victory 

Carolina Hurricanes (21-7-3, second in the Central Division) 
vs. Columbus Blue Jackets (13-13-7, fifth in the Central 
Division) 

Columbus, Ohio; Thursday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina visits Columbus after the 
Hurricanes shut out Columbus 3-0. Alex Nedeljkovic earned 
the victory in the net for Carolina after recording 19 saves. 

The Blue Jackets are 13-13-7 against the rest of their 
division. Columbus has converted on 14.8% of power-play 
opportunities, recording 12 power-play goals. 

The Hurricanes are 21-7-3 in division matchups. Carolina is 
ninth in the league with 31.5 shots per game and is 
averaging 3.2 goals. 

The teams meet for the second game in a row. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Oliver Bjorkstrand leads the Blue 
Jackets with 11 goals, adding 16 assists and recording 27 

points. Seth Jones has three goals over the last 10 games 
for Columbus. 

Martin Necas leads the Hurricanes with a plus-12 in 28 
games this season. Sebastian Aho has seven goals and five 
assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Blue Jackets: 5-3-2, averaging 2.3 goals, 
3.7 assists, 2.6 penalties and six penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.7 goals per game with a .907 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 7-1-2, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.8 assists, 3.4 
penalties and 6.8 penalty minutes while giving up 1.8 goals 
per game with a .936 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Blue Jackets: Alexandre Texier: day to day 
(illness), Mikhail Grigorenko: day to day (illness). 

Hurricanes: Teuvo Teravainen: out (concussion), Jake 
Gardiner: day to day (back), Petr Mrazek: out (thumb), 
Vincent Trocheck: day to day (upper body).
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How Rod Brind'Amour is motivating the Carolina Hurricanes in strange 2021 NHL season 

By Emily Kaplan 

As Carolina Hurricanes top-line center Sebastian Aho 
explained to ESPN in 2019: "Our team's identity comes from 
Rod [Brind'Amour]." 

The team's coach, who captained the Canes to their only 
Stanley Cup in 2006, is demanding, but he empowers his 
players. At 50, Brind'Amour still lives up to his nickname 
"Rod the Bod," known to work out just as hard -- if not harder 
-- than his players, even completing their yearly conditioning 
test for fun. He can be feisty yelling on the bench, but he 
speaks in raw honesty in the postgame news conference. He 
has also become known for his patented locker room 
speeches. 

But it's 2021. And even one of the NHL's best motivators is 
having a hard time drumming up the right motivation. 

"I'll be honest, that's the toughest thing," Brind'Amour said. 
"The guys need a little more this year. So finding that 
message -- you've got to be a little more creative on that 
front. You don't want to be talking too much, because it's 
every day now, all the time, so players get sick of hearing 
your voice too. It's a tricky balance, and I guess that's part of 
coaching: figuring that out." 

Brind'Amour has figured out the right chords to strike so far. 
Heading into the season's second half, the Canes have the 
third-best points percentage in the league, trailing only the 
Tampa Bay Lightning and Vegas Golden Knights, and are 
second behind the Lightning in the Central Division. They are 
among the top 10 in both goals scored and fewest goals 
allowed. Most importantly, they are getting contributions from 
everywhere. 

When starting goalie Petr Mrazek underwent thumb surgery 
after just four starts, 26-year-old Alex Nedeljkovic thrived 
given the opportunity (despite being put on waivers in 
January). According to Natural Stat Trick data, Nedeljkovic 
has a 6.83 goals saved above average at 5-on-5, which 
ranks seventh among all NHL goaltenders. Dougie Hamilton 
and Jaccob Slavin are still the stalwarts on defense, but Brett 
Pesce has asserted himself as a top blueliner as well. And 
on offense, Vincent Trocheck was a force to begin the 
season (13 goals through 24 games). In early March, he got 
injured and first-line winger Teuvo Teravainen was sidelined 
with a concussion. The Canes soldiered on, and lineup 
shuffling gave us the magical chemistry of Aho and Martin 
Necas: 

But for the Canes, it's no longer about proving that they can 
keep up with the best teams in the league, especially not in 
the regular season. It's about getting over their playoff hump. 
Carolina shocked everyone with its trip to the 2019 Eastern 
Conference finals, but it fizzled out of the 2020 postseason 
bubble with a first-round loss to the Boston Bruins. 

"The bar has been raised for these guys, and I think they've 
answered that, and they expect to win every night too," 
Brind'Amour said. "And that's the only thing that's 
acceptable. That's what we're here to do. And we have a 
good enough team where we can honestly say that." 

In other words: Anything other than a long playoff run is 
going to be viewed as a disappointment. But Brind'Amour -- 
especially in the times of COVID-19 -- can't look that far 
ahead. 

"In a normal year, you look at things more week to week," 
Brind'Amour said. "We look at it day by day now. Like, we 
have a plan, but it's in pencil. How did this game go? What 
are we thinking? And you just go day by day, because you 
don't know what tomorrow is going to bring, for so many 
reasons." 

The key to this season? 

"We're trying to make it as normal as possible," Brind'Amour 
said. "Which means: The excuses are all there -- we just try 
not to make any." 

The Canes have technically played only one game in 2021 
with their full lineup -- and that was the first game of the 
season. Brind'Amour preached the age-old hockey trope: 
"The team that can get healthiest, and stay healthier the 
longest, are going to be the ones there at the end." 

Trocheck is back skating with the team, but the absence of 
Teravainen looms, with no timetable for the 26-year-old to 
return. 

"It's a huge loss for a lot of reasons that a lot of people don't 
understand," Brind'Amour said. "Teravainen is probably one 
of the best defending players in the NHL. He's very, very 
smart and can cover for those other guys who are a little 
more offensive-minded, or take more risks. So having him 
out is a big loss -- and we definitely are feeling the effects of 
losing both those guys, Troch and Teravainen." 

The Canes have been able to string together two decent 
winning streaks this season: a five-game stretch in January 
and an eight-game stretch in March. They've also had two 
three-game losing streaks. 

"Staying healthy is key, but also just staying consistent -- we 
have so many games, just playing one after another, and if 
you have a lull, it can really knock you out," Brind'Amour 
said. "To me, that's not even a physical thing, or the physical 
wear and tear. We just don't practice anymore, hardly; it's 
just games. It's not the physical wear and tear -- it's the 
mental focus. Normally you get a couple days between 
games here or there, and you just don't have that anymore. 
That mental focus is probably the toughest thing for players 
this year." 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 25, 2021 

 

For the coach, it will be about striking the right motivation -- 
but saving it for the right time. 

"That's the biggest trick, finding things to say that they 
haven't heard," Brind'Amour said. "I don't like getting up in 
front of a group just to get in front of a group. Every time you 
say something, it has to mean something. "

 

 

 

Central Division Weekly Roundup: NHL Draft Lottery and SBCSN Schedule Changes 

The NHL and NBCSN announced changes that benefit 
teams at the top and the bottom of the Central Division. 

By Zeke Lukow 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning: .781 P% (24-6-2) 50 Points 

Veteran defenseman Ryan McDonagh is listed as day-to-day 
with a lower-body injury in Sunday’s game against the 
Florida Panthers. There has been no update on McDonagh’s 
status. He has been playing on the second pairing with Erik 
Cernak but plays the second most time on the Lightning. His 
21:58 is only behind Victor Hedman, who averages 25:32 per 
game. Most teams would have an issue losing a guy who 
plays that many minutes but not the Lightning. 

Of course, they have the best defenseman in the league. 
They have been propelled by Hedman, who has a goal and 
six assists for seven points in his last six games. Since 
McDonagh went out, the Lighting won the game he went out 
and their game last night. The Lightning have had no issues 
with the Stanley Cup Finals rematch. They are a perfect 4-0-
0 against the Dallas Stars. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes: .726 P% (21-7-3) 45 Points 

The Hurricanes snapped a three-game losing streak with a 
3-0 shutout win against the Columbus Blue Jackets on 
Monday. While the Canes technically lost three straight, they 
had two overtime losses and still have the ability to get six 
out of eight total points in this four-game series. While these 
games were not ideal this pace has still kept them above the 
Florida Panthers but behind the Lightning by five points.  

There were multiple questions after the game to Rod 
Brind’Amour about goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic’s play and 
him possibly getting more starts. He actually seemed like he 
was considering it even though he was very tightlipped about 
future plans. With two days off it is conceivable that Ned 
could start a second game in a row. This would be the first 
time all season that he would start two games in a row. But 
looking at the stats, both goalies have played well in March 
and there may not be an actual good reason to break up the 
cycle. 

In the month of March, Ned has started six games to James 
Reimer’s five. Ned has been more successful with a 5-0-1 
record compared to Remier’s 3-1-1 record. However, Reimer 
still has a .934 save percentage and a GAA under two. 
Nedeljkovic does outpace him in both categories with a .944 

sv% and a 1.63 GAA, but why not keep both goalies fresh? 
The two goalies’ styles are completely different. Reimer’s 
sometimes more frantic saves make him a bigger target to 
fans, but he is still playing well enough to continue the 
rotation. 

3. Florida Panthers: .688 P% (20-8-4) 44 Points 

Along with the Canes, the Florida Panthers benefit from the 
updates to the NBC Sports schedule change. The Panthers 
will now have two more nationally televised games on April 
15 and April 29 against the Lightning and Blackhawks, 
respectively. The Panthers were set to have zero national 
games after their game against the Detroit Red Wings on 
Feb. 21 was moved up and taken out of the national window. 

This is a great idea for the NHL, which originally built in its 
schedule “flex dates” much like how Sunday Night Football 
works for the NFL. The NHL can now change its national 
schedule to show more games with playoff implications. This 
is awesome news, so we aren’t stuck watching yet another 
Rangers/Flyers game with no implications. The Canes also 
add two new dates to their national television schedule. 
Finally, hockey fans can become aware of the speed and 
skill coming out of the old Southeast Division. 

4. Chicago Blackhawks: .530 P% (15-13-5) 25 Points 

The Chicago Blackhawks are almost through their six-game 
Florida stretch that has not gone well to say the least. In a 
make-or-break month for the Blackhawks, it certainly looks 
like they broke. So far this month they have a 3-6-1 record 
with another game remaining against the Panthers and a 
game against Carolina to close the month. If they are not 
able to pick up multiple wins against the Nashville Predators 
this weekend they will likely fall out of the fourth position to 
the Blue Jackets by the end of the week.  

Chicago has been struggling to score this month. The Hawks 
have 2.3 goals for per game which is 26th in the league. This 
is also down from their season-long 2.91 goals for per game. 
The goals production has fallen directly with Patrick Kane's 
output, despite Alex Debrincat keeping his production up with 
five goals this month, which has kept up his season-long 
pace of 16 goals in three months. Kane has just a single goal 
this month.  
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5. Columbus Blue Jackets: .500 P% (13-13-7) 28 Points 

The Columbus Blue Jackets have a lot to be proud of this 
month. Before the loss to the Carolina Hurricanes, they had 
a five-game point streak. Their 5-3-2 record in their last 10 
isn’t blowing the doors off, but it has done enough to get 
them even with the Chicago Blackhawks, who once were 
thought to have claimed the final playoff spot in the division. 
Now it will be a real battle heading down the back-half of the 
season. 

The Blue Jackets are hoping to get defenseman Mikko 
Lehtonen to Columbus finally. The Jackets traded goaltender 
Veini Vehvilainen to the Maple Leafs for Lehtonen more than 
10 days ago. However, due to work visa issues, Lehtonen 
has been stuck in Canada. Once making it to Columbus, he 
will only have to go through a 48-hour quarantine. The 
defenseman has played in Finland and the KHL for the past 
six years. Though he was only given nine games in Toronto, 
he has three assists and four PIMS.  

6. Dallas Stars: .483 P% (10-11-8) 28 Points 

The season of injuries continues for the Dallas Stars. On 
Sunday both Radek Faksa and Joel Kiviranta left the game 
with injuries and Rick Bowness commented that they both 
will need MRIs. They join Alexander Radulov who has not 
played a game since March 18 after sustaining another injury 
and is marked as day-to-day. Radulov had only played three 
games after missing over a month. Mark Pysyk, Tyler 
Seguin, Stephen Johns, Martin Hanzal and Ben Bishop are 
also on the injury list.  

Despite all of the injuries, Joe Pavelski has been leading the 
team and having a great year while doing it. In just 29 
games, Pavelski has matched his 67-game goal total from 
last season with 14. Those 14 goals are also six more than 
Roope Hintz, who sits in second. It's not just goals, Pavelski 
also has 28 total points, which is nine more than the second-
place player, John Klingberg. He is the only reason that the 
Stars are still even sniffing the final playoff position in the 
Central.  

7. Nashville Predators: .470 P% (15-17-1) 31 Points 

The Predators had their best week of the season with a 3-1-0 
record. The biggest reason for their success is Calle 
Jarnkrok, who was named the NHL first star of the week with 
three goals and three assists in four games played. Against 
the Lighting on March 15, he had a four-point game with a 
goal and three assists. The three assists and four points 
were both career bests in a single game for the Swedish 
winger. 

It was reported that defenseman Ryan Ellis was among the 
few untouchables for the Nashville Predators going into the 
trade deadline. According to Elliott Friedman’s 31 Thoughts 
this week, it sounds like the initial report was wrong. GM 
David Poile and the Predators know that they could get more 
of a return for Ellis, who has six years left on his deal than 
they could get for Mattias Ekholm, who has just one year 
remaining on his deal.  

8. Detroit Red Wings: .364 P% (10-19-4) 24 Points 

It’s never great when you search a team on google and the 
first “People Also Ask” is “Are the Red Wings the worst team 
ever.” The good news is after the Buffalo Sabres’ run this 
year, the answer will be no. That’s even with their 39-point 
season last year. This season does look better for the Red 
Wings. They are already over halfway to the number of wins 
they had last season with about six weeks left in the season.  

The Red Wings losing out in the draft last season was a 
major reason that the NHL changed the draft lottery rules 
yesterday. Now only the top two picks will be determined by 
the draft instead of the top three. Teams will only be able to 
move up 10 spots in the draft, which means only 11 out of 
the 16 teams that miss the playoffs can win the number one 
pick. Starting with the 2020 draft, teams can only win the 
lottery twice in a five-year span. A combination of the 
Rangers winning last year while still being in the playoff 
round and the Red Wings dropping positions in the last four 
draft lotteries finally forced the league's hand.
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Pesce, Necas talk following practice in Columbus 

Carolina Hurricanes’ head coach Rod Brind’Amour as well as 
Brett Pesce and Martin Necas spoke to the media via Zoom 
following the team’s Wednesday afternoon practice in 
Columbus. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes practiced Wednesday afternoon in 
Columbus in preparation for the final game of their four-game 
series against the Blue Jackets. 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour as well as Brett Pesce and 
Martin Necas spoke to the media via Zoom following the 
practice. 

Here’s what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On giving Alex Nedeljkovic consecutive starts: We talk about 
it all the time. It was the same when Reimer was winning all 
those games. It’s like, ‘Should we keep it going?’ It’s all 
predicated on schedule for me though. We’ll make that 
decision tomorrow. 

On goalies taking longer to get to the NHL level: I think 
sometimes it’s working with the NHL guys: the coaches, the 
goalie coach, and understanding a little better the pace of 
play. I don’t know why, to be honest with you, that they say 
goalies need more time. Not really sure why, but it seems to 
be that way. He’s done everything we’ve asked him to from 
day one of getting into our organization. He’s worked hard, 
worked with whoever’s been working with him and been 
great about it. I think that hard work is paying off. You’re 
seeing it.  

On Tim Peel and if his firing will affect officiating the rest of 
the season: Probably not. But as far as Timmy, he’s been 
around forever. He was well respected by everyone in the 
business. I had him as a player too. You’re always going to 
have run-ins with the refs. It’s just part of it. But always if you 
saw him after games or saw him in various places, he was 
just a good person. I hate to see it happen the way it did. It’s 
unfortunate really because he had a good career.  

On make-up calls being common in the game today: Watch 
the games. Watch what happens at the end of games. The 
team that’s behind always seems to get a power play. I think 
it’s just human nature. I know they’re not trying to do that. I 
truly believe that that’s not how they go about it, but it’s just 
human nature to maybe look for the team that’s down. But it 
seems to happen all the time. I’ve said it from day one, we 
have the hardest game to officiate. It’s too hard live. I don’t 
know how these guys do it. They’re phenomenal at what they 
do. The worst thing that we did was stick a video thing 
beside the coach because 10 seconds after, even five 
seconds after a penalty, I can already see if it was actually a 
penalty. I couldn’t tell live, I had no idea, but we get that 
quick look to see what was happening. Eventually we will get 
to that for these guys, but they are so good. They get it right 
90% of the time, but we live in a world where you have to get 
it right 100% of the time. 

On if an overhead referee would have helped: Probably not. 
I’ll be honest I only heard what happened, and it all could 

have been taken out of context. I really don’t know the whole 
situation on that. But like I said, Timmy’s a great guy. I’ve 
had my run-ins with him though, no doubt about that. In 2006 
he called a goal back. That should not have happened in a 
Stanley Cup Playoff game, but everybody’s human. We all 
make mistakes. He had a great career and that’s how he 
should be remembered. 

On if he went with the team to Top Golf during the off day: 
No, the players get enough of me. They need to have their 
own time and I was glad they were able to do that and at 
least get out of the hotel rooms and spend some time 
together which we really hadn’t been able to do this year. It 
was a good day for those guys.  

On how he spent the off day: Like we always do. Cutting the 
video and getting ready for the next game. Watching a lot of 
games. There’s a lot of games at night. It’s busy, it’s just a 
little bit like Groundhog Day for us guys, but that’s part of it. 
Like I said, it was just nice that the players got that 
opportunity and that it was afforded to them to get out and 
get together and hang out other than being in the locker 
room. 

On Aho and Necas’ chemistry giving him more line flexibility 
in the future: For sure. But I don’t know when Tervainen is 
coming back. That’s a huge void and we struggle to fill it, but 
it’s nice to see that [Aho] and [Necas] have had some sort of 
chemistry because guys have to step up. I think [Necas] has 
done that. That’s been a pleasant surprise. When 
opportunities arise guys have got to take advantage of it and 
I think he has. 

Brett Pesce 

On his father’s Twitter: For one, I don’t actually follow him. I 
personally don’t approve of his Twitter, but he’s a grown man 
so I can’t do much about it. So I have no comment on that. 

On how he feels mentally and physically with 25 games left 
to play having only played in around 30 this year as opposed 
to around 50 in other years: It honestly feels a little similar. 
Maybe a little more mentally fresh. The amount of games 
we’re playing it takes a little toll for everybody. You don’t get 
much rest or days off. But I guess for the mental aspect, we 
haven’t played as many games so we’re probably a little 
fresher. 

On what he’s missed the most from a normal season: A lot of 
things. I’d probably just say going out to eat on the road with 
the guys. That was personally my favorite part. Going to all 
these nice restaurants, but it is what it is. Hopefully it will be 
back sooner rather than later.  

On who had the worst golf swing: You know what. Sorry 
Brownie [Mike Brown - Hurricanes’ Manager of 
Communications]. Brownie’s swing wasn’t too professional. I 
think he missed the ball more than he hit it.  

Martin Necas 

On getting more responsibilities in all situations: It’s always 
nice. I played some PK time, but I didn’t play too much 
unless there were some guys missing or in the penalty box. 
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But it’s nice that Roddy puts me there a little bit more than 
last season. It feels nice. 

On playing with Sebastian Aho: You all can see how 
unbelievable a player he is. I think we’re a little bit similar 
about how we make passes and stuff, so even though we 
hadn’t played that many games together, we built some 
chemistry because we kind of know what the other guy is 
going to do. Plus with Nino on the line it’s been pretty good 
and hopefully it will keep getting better and better. 

On his production stepping up with key players out of the 
lineup: I always wanted to be a player like that, or I always 
had been when I was younger, so I’m happy I’m there now. 

Happy that I’ve got this kind of role on this team and it’s fun 
to do that. I love doing that and hopefully it’s going to keep 
going. 

On playing with Nino Niederreiter: Nino is playing, I would 
say, so much better than last year. He’s been scoring some 
big goals for us and he’s always battling for those pucks. 
Especially on our line, it’s working because he’s usually the 
guy that battles for pucks in front of the net or along the 
boards. He’s been good at that and when the puck comes to 
him, he’s usually putting it into the net, so that’s been great.

  

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article250172595.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/03/familiarity-skill-fuel-hurricanes-no-1-power-play/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-carolina-hurricanes-columbus-blue-jackets/c-322865170 
https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-march-25/c-322864152 

https://apnews.com/article/columbus-seth-jones-carolina-hurricanes-oliver-bjorkstrand-nhl-cab8de76e5424ebd92354cc9d00c7a35 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/31128112/how-rod-brindamour-motivating-carolina-hurricanes-strange-2021-nhl-season 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/24/22347784/carolina-hurricanes-central-division-weekly-roundup-3-24-21 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/24/22348920/they-said-it-brindamour-pesce-necas-talk-following-practice-in-columbus-carolina-hurricanes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1185855 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Here’s Rod Brind’Amour’s take on Tim Peel, the NHL ref fired after hot 
mic incident 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER MARCH 24, 2021 03:12 PM 

 

There are times with Rod Brind’Amour that even in wearing a mask, his 
eyes betray his intense anger as he yells at the referees from behind the 
bench during games. 

That’s not to say the Carolina Hurricanes coach does not respect the 
NHL referees. Brind’Amour does, and has said so, often. 

“We have the hardest game to officiate,” Brind’Amour said on a media 
call Wednesday. “It’s too hard live. I don’t know how these guys do it. 

They’re phenomenal in what they do. ... They get it right 90 percent of the 
time but we live in a world where you’ve got to get it right 100 percent of 
the time.” 

All that Brind’Amour wants, like any other coach, is that the referees do 
their job fairly and hopefully correctly, understanding there will be 
mistakes made. 

But what happened in the NHL on Tuesday was a black-eye for the 
league. Referee Tim Peel called a tripping penalty against the Predators’ 
Viktor Arvidsson and was heard on a live mic saying, “It wasn’t much but 
I wanted to get a (expletive) penalty against Nashville early.” 

After the Predators won 2-0, Nashville coach John Hynes was asked 
about Peel and said, “I think it’s an issue that the league will have to take 
care of. 

The NHL did, moving swiftly. Colin Campbell, the NHL senior vice 
president of hockey operations, released a statement Wednesday saying 
Peel would no longer work NHL games “now or in the future.” 
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“Nothing is more important than ensuring the integrity of our game,” 
Campbell said in the statement. “Tim Peel’s conduct is in direct 
contradiction to the adherence to the cornerstone principle that we 
demand of our officials and that our fans, players, coaches and all those 
associated with our game expect and deserve.” 

AN END TO A LONG CAREER 

Peel has worked in the NHL since October 1999 and had said he 
planned to retire after this season. It was abrupt ending to the veteran’s 
long career. 

Brind’Amour has as a player and coach had games involving Peel. 

“He’s been around forever and he was well-respected by everyone in the 
business,” Brind’Amour said Wednesday. “You’re always going to have 
run-ins with refs. It’s just part of it. But if you met him after games or see 
him in various places he’s just a good person. 

“I hate to see that happen the way it did. It’s unfortunate really because 
he had a good career. ... Everybody is human. We all make mistakes.” 

Brind’Amour has discussed NHL officiating at times during his three 
years as head coach, drawing a $25,000 fine during the 2020 playoffs in 
Toronto for some heated postgame comments and saying, “This is why 
the league’s a joke.” The Hurricanes covered the cost, with owner Tom 
Dundon’s signature on the check easily seen on the tweet posted by the 
team. 

MAKING CALLS ON THE FLY 

Brind’Amour has advocated having an extra official off the ice at games 
to quickly review calls. 

The Canes gave up a late goal Saturday against Columbus, then lost in a 
shootout. In the final minute of regulation, the Blue Jackets pulled their 
goalie for a sixth attacker and had the puck in the Canes zone. Forward 
Patrik Laine dropped his stick but teammate Jack Roslovic used his stick 
to quickly push Laine’s stick back to him -- a penalty under NHL rules. 

Seconds later, Laine passed to Seth Jones, who ripped a shot for the 
tying goal. 

Asked about the play after the game and a penalty not being called, 
Brind’Amour said, “You’re preaching to the choir. It is what it is. It’s a rule. 
I don’t even get the rule. Why can’t the guy push his stick to him? What’s 
the difference? But that’s the rule. 

“I don’t know. Our sport’s too hard to really referee live. You need a quick 
second look. It’ll come. It will be 20 years. I’ll be long gone when they get 
this figured out.” 

Brind’Amour noted the coaches get a quick look at replays on the bench 
immediately after a play. If there is a mistake or missed call, they see it 
immediately. 

“I get to look at it ten times before I can figure out if it was right or not,” he 
said. “They’ve got to make this on the fly. It’s too hard.” 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: Nationwide Arena, Columbus, Ohio. 

TV: FSCR 

News Observer LOADED: 03.25.2021 
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The Gifted: Separating fact from fiction with Hurricanes prospect Noel 
Gunler 

 

By Scott Wheeler Mar 24, 2021  

 

In hockey, as in life, there are archetypes built on hyperbole and 
buzzwords that try to fit every player into a predefined box. Scouts and 
evaluators often fall prey to lazily characterizing young prospects in this 
way: the power forward, the two-way center, the one-dimensional scorer, 
the stay-at-home defenseman. But sometimes, just sometimes, there’s a 
player who is so different from everyone else in approach or ability that 
he is able to distinguish himself through his uniqueness. These players 
have turned one skill into the body of their game and highlight all of the 
different ways hockey can be played at the highest levels. “The Gifted” is 
a 10-part series that examines, through video, the NHL’s most 
fascinating prospects and the unique skill sets that define them. By 
popular demand, “The Gifted” is back for a fifth year at The Athletic. 

2017 series: Carl Grundstrom | Jordan Kyrou | Vitaly Abramov | Juuso 
Valimaki | Vili Saarijarvi | Filip Chlapik | Travis Sanheim | Timo Meier| 
Kirill Kaprizov | Elias Pettersson 

2018 series: Miro Heiskanen | Casey Mittelstadt| Dylan Strome | Oliver 
Wahlstrom | Gabe Vilardi | Adam Boqvist |Evan Bouchard | Kristian 
Vesalainen |Jonathan Dahlen | Morgan Frost 

2019 series: Cale Makar | Nick Robertson | Jason Robertson | Aleksi 
Heponiemi | Adam Fox | Dante Fabbro | Emil Bemstrom | Cody Glass | 
Martin Necas | Bode Wilde 

2020 series: Jonatan Berggren | Philip Tomasino| Mikhail Abramov | 
Thomas Harley | Robin Salo | Raphael Lavoie | Alex Newhook |  Bobby 
Brink | Samuel Poulin | Patrik Puistola 

2021 series: Noel Gunler | William Wallinder | Jayden Struble | Shane 
Pinto | Kasper Simontaival | Carter Savoie | Zac Jones | Jack Dugan | 
Jakob Pelletier | Veeti Miettinen 

Every draft class has a handful of players who divide opinion. 

In 2019, Arthur Kaliyev, Bobby Brink and Anttoni Honka stirred up 
polarizing debates. In 2020, conversation swirled around Jeremie Poirier, 
Carter Savoie, Shakir Mukhamadullin and Noel Gunler. 

The latter landed on my board in the same tier as prospects Seth Jarvis 
(who the Hurricanes also took), Jack Quinn, Dylan Holloway and Dawson 
Mercer — four universally well-liked prospects taken between picks No. 8 
and No. 18. 

Gunler, meanwhile, sat until Day 2 of the draft before the Hurricanes 
selected him 41st. 

In the months after the draft, instead of settling the debate with his play, 
Gunler fell out of favor with his hometown team, saw a reduction in his 
already small minutes in his third season and requested a loan. 

In doing so, more questions were raised than answered. 

So what better place to start the 2021 series of The Gifted than trying to 
separate fact from fiction and make sense of a prospect who few really 
understand? 

The question is simple, in theory: Who is Gunler? And where does 
perception meet reality? 

The answer is complicated because he and the sport he plays are 
complicated. 

Gunler’s numbers (both in terms of his counting stats relative to his peers 
and his underlying metrics) present a very strong case. Whenever he 
played with his age group, he produced at the very top of it — and in line 
with first-round prospects of recent years. 

Though he was on the older side of the 2020 draft class because of his 
Oct. 7, 2001 birthday, Gunler was a half-point per game player in 
Sweden’s top junior league in his D-3 year (!) and even more productive 
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than that in the playoffs that season, playing a full level ahead of virtually 
all of his peers at 16. 

In his D-2 at 17, he scored at near a goal per game and was the under-
20 league’s most productive player (1.48 points per game), outproducing 
older, draft-eligible players Simon Holmstrom and Karl Henriksson, and 
peers Lucas Raymond and Alexander Holtz. That season, he also made 
the early jump to the SHL (which usually doesn’t happen for top 
prospects until their draft year), producing five points in 15 games while 
playing just 7:37 a night (and getting just 1:22 a night on the power play, 
which was 13th on the team). In that role, he drove possession and goals 
for/against result. He was a 52 CF% player on a 50 CF% team and Lulea 
outscored the opposition 5-1 (83 GF%) with him on the ice at even 
strength and 98-80 (55 GF%) without him. Even understanding that it 
was a small sample, his pronounced impact for his age was rare. 

Last season, in his draft year, Gunler’s strong results continued in a full 
year in the SHL (with a short four-game, four-goal, six-point stint in 
junior). As an 18-year-old, he produced another 13 points in 45 games 
while playing just 9:49 a night and watching his power play ice time per 
game plummet to just 0:47 per game (17th on the team). His goals for 
versus against results and possession numbers remained extremely 
strong, with a 54 CF% (311-266 shot attempts when he was on the ice at 
evens) on a 52 CF%, and a 21-9 goal spread (70%) when he was on the 
ice for Lulea and 85-62 spread when he wasn’t (58 GF%). He also added 
another six points in 11 Champions Hockey League games. These 
numbers, it cannot be understated, are superb for a draft year player of 
any age. 

This season, though, instead of seeing an uptick in his role, Gunler’s 
minutes actually fell by two and a half minutes to 7:12 across and he 
didn’t ever play on the power play across his 10 games with Lulea pre-
loan. Some of that reduction was due to poor play for the first time (at 
least according to the data). In his reduced use and across another small 
sample, Gunler played to a 48 CF% (57-63) on a 54 CF% team and was 
outscored 5-2 when he was on the ice (29 GF%) on a 48 GF% team (87-
95 without him). Since the loan, things have rebounded to where he was 
for the rest of his young career. On one of the league’s worst teams, his 
minutes have risen to 11:46 per game and he’s playing 2:16 of that (11th 
on the team) on the man-advantage. His production and results have 
bumped back up to high levels for his age too, with 11 points in 25 
games and a 47 CF% (175-197) on a 44 CF% team (last in the league). 
But his luck has suffered, with a cratering out of his PDO and a 29 GF% 
(6-15) on a team that has scored 45% of even-strength goals (84-104) 
without him. 

So what do those numbers imply? They suggest that for the first two 
years of his career in the SHL, Gunler’s polarizing reputation (which also 
kept him off of Sweden’s under-18 team) was probably not deserved. 
They tell us that his falling out in Lulea, though it likely came with some 
misguided perceptions prior, was at least partly his own doing early on in 
his third season. 

And on the whole, they reveal a player who has outshot the opposition 
612-590 (51 CF%), outscored them 34-30 (53 GF%) and produced 38 
points in 106 pro games between ages 17 and 19, while averaging under 
nine minutes per game in the world’s third-best pro league. 

The tape 

The first thing I wanted to focus on when I dove into the video of Gunler’s 
play this season was his ugly goals for/against numbers, which so starkly 
contrast against his performance of the two seasons prior. 

Some of that is easily chalked up to the two weakened teams. Some of it 
lines up with the bad luck indicated by his PDO this season, though. 

I reviewed each of the 20 goals against he has been on the ice for this 
season, which are captured in his combined minus-11, and found that he 
was only a negative factor in four of them. 

Two of the goals against were empty netters. Two of them he was 
burned by a teammate’s bad change, stepping onto the ice as the puck 

went into the net. Two were scored directly off of clean lost draws by his 
centerman, with no opportunity to get to a block. One was a breakaway 
off of a blocked point shot in the offensive zone. Another was off of a 
breakaway from a turned over puck on an entry in the offensive zone 
when a failed bump pass between his two linemates gave the other team 
a break while he was open on the opposite flank. Another was off of a 
neutral ice D-to-D turnover (though he could have been in a slightly 
better position). On another, he was in a support position and his four 
teammates got beat 2-on-4 while the opposition changed. 

Here are the four I didn’t like. 

The sequence below might be the most egregious because it showcases 
some of the cheat in his game. He’s No. 55 in white, who flees the frame 
for several seconds before re-entering to the wrong spot to leave the 
eventual goal scorer wide open in the high slot: 

The reality of Gunler’s game is that there’s a little too much of this. 
Though he times a lot of his exits to get open and create his fair share of 
breakaways and odd-man rushes, it occasionally burns him. 

There are other times where he’s a little too passive, too. Where he’s in 
position but doesn’t engage with the play quite like you’d expect. This 
second goal against highlighted that. He’s No. 8 in yellow and works to 
get back to the faceoff circle but doesn’t swing into an engagement: 

Same idea here from No. 55 in black, when he drifts out of position in his 
feels, has to recover, nearly breaks up the pass, but just gets a little too 
eager and soft on his stick as he tries to push pace up ice: 

And here, when he watched the puck instead of the goal scoring, missing 
on his man and the stick lift (though three other players in black chasing 
below the goal line isn’t exactly ideal either): 

Anecdotally, though, while these elements are definitely present in 
Gunler’s game, I don’t think they progress to liability or are so noticeable 
that they contradict the numbers of his career, which have more often 
been stronger in relative terms to his team. He’s no defensive wizard, but 
sequences like the four above can be plucked from just about any 
player’s game, especially a teenager’s. 

I will say this, though: I think part of Gunler’s perception problems stem 
from his body language more than his play. There’s a lot of stick banging 
and looking to the sky that happens when things go south for him in the 
defensive zone and, rightly or wrongly, people pick up on that. 

There are some nice elements to his game without the puck, though. 
From an athleticism standpoint, Gunler’s a 6-foot-2 winger with a pro 
frame and a long stick who creates good power through his stride. His 
feet can drag through on the recovery and he can pick his stick up into a 
pitchfork skating stance, but I have always said that he’s decently fast in 
straight lines and even stronger on cuts and curls. 

This sequence highlights the value of both of those things when he turns 
an interception in his own end into a cross-ice pass at the other: 

Here he is fleeing the zone again, but he is also using that long stick to 
close a gap, poke a puck loose to him, and then pull the puck through his 
feet and around the defender to create a chance that eventually leads to 
a scramble goal (he didn’t get credited with an assist here): 

But the strength of Gunler’s game is always going to be his in-an-instant 
talent level inside the offensive zone. 

Against his peers, his ability to shoot off of the flank and rip pucks into 
difficult locations in the net has proven to overwhelm goalies. 

There just aren’t very many players who can shoot the puck like he can. 
Even understanding that it’s against Austria, this shot (which barely even 
looked like it went in) beats just about any goalie: 

As does this one against the Czechs: 

And how many 6-foot-2 players pull this deke off and get the shot through 
hard enough to create a rebound with an opposing stick in their 
midsection: 
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But Gunler doesn’t just do those things against his peers. 

He regularly shows an impressive ability to shape shots around feet and 
bodies from the flank in the SHL, too: 

He has also proven that he can create offense at the pro level in a variety 
of ways, and from a variety of locations. 

It comes from the perimeter off of little cutbacks like this, sure: 

And little sequences of control on his outside edges like this, when lanes 
to the middle aren’t available: 

But when those lanes to the inside are there, he takes them, regularly 
finding ways to attack off of the wall to the interior. 

Watch the way he instinctively takes this puck into pressure in the 
middle: 

And here: 

He’s not shy to go to the front of the net, either. I love his attack mentality 
here. He’s showing forehand to the Frolunda defender when he takes the 
pass low, which gives the defender an opportunity to reach in on him, but 
he does such a nice job quickly adjusting his feet to put the defender on 
his back and drive: 

That approach drew a penalty here: 

And a tip goal here (focus on the guy in white at the top of your frame off 
of the rush, even though the camera doesn’t): 

It also comes in transition in the way he weaves up ice and then shoots 
through defenders: 

And in how dangerous he is as the F3 trailer into the offensive zone 
because his shot isn’t just a catch-and-release threat, but also a one-
touch threat: 

That one-touch ability also makes him a versatile power play option who 
doesn’t have to score from long range on the point or the flank. 

He’ll do that, with snapshots like this one: 

But he’ll also position himself in between the dots and give you options 
with his ability to get low and power passes to the slot, like he does here: 

And here: 

And then when you try to cover his shot, he’ll use those eyeballs to hit a 
teammate on the backside: 

Though Gunler is more shot-focussed than net-focussed, it’s not to a 
fault. The sequence above doesn’t exist in isolation. 

Here’s another where he gets a puck in his sweet spot in the high slot 
and elects to pass for a better opportunity for his linemate without 
hesitation (that’s the key, because he doesn’t take the time to dust it off 
or even look for the selfish play): 

There’s also variety to his shot in terms of the choices he makes about 
where he’s going to target in the net. 

Most young players can get into the habit of trying to score under the bar 
whenever they shoot. Gunler will try that odd cute play, too. Look at the 
accuracy short-side on this shot in motion: 

Or watch the way, slowed down to half speed, he tries to go off of the 
goalie’s helmet: 

But Gunler’s not predictable in that approach. He’ll disguise his release to 
try to surprise a goalie with a quick five-hole play (love how quickly he 
gets this shot off from the middle of his step): 

That’s true when he’s in all alone, too: 

All in all, I think the video reveals what the data does, which is that 
maybe there’s more to Gunler than meets the eye, and maybe some of 

his defensive and attitudinal warts (of which there are some on both 
fronts) have been exaggerated. 

I see a kid who fights harder for his space than he gets credit for (here’s 
another drawn penalty as he pushes past his man after winning a board 
battle): 

But I also see a player who knows when to give up on the fight, like he 
does after swinging from a battle at the front of the net to the top of the 
zone and then back to the net front as a means to getting open: 

And in the moments in between those fights and those releases, he has 
both the talent and the approach needed to execute. 

Watch, finally, the way all of the things above combine on this sequence 
(the getting open, the crossover control to the middle, the attack 
mentality off of the wall): 

Ultimately, I see Gunler as an ultra-skilled individual shot creator and 
finisher who is blessed with unique skill for his size and, like most 
teenagers, has work to do to round out his game. 

I’m confident things wouldn’t have hit the roadblocks they did in Lulea 
had he played a little more, because his production in lesser minutes 
would have graded out near the top of the lineup in a regular shift, which 
suddenly massages concerns over the occasional stick bang or passive 
defensive zone sequence. 

I wouldn’t rank him 10th in a do-over today, but nothing about his play 
this season has told me he’s still not a clear first-round pick who has 
been more a victim of circumstance and perception than any real 
undoing of his own making. 

With the right development, he’s got a chance to offer scoring upside and 
power play utility that many of the players drafted ahead of him can’t 
reach at their ceilings. And while part of whether he gets the minutes 
needed to prove that is in his control, much of it isn’t. 
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Beefy fourth line proving to be effective for the Blue Jackets 

 

Bailey Johnson 

 

Blue Jackets center Ryan MacInnis (49) battles Carolina's Morgan 
Geekie, left, and Steven Lorentz for the puck during the Blue Jackets' 
shootout win Saturday. 

Ryan MacInnis hadn’t played an NHL game since March 1, 2020. But 
ahead of the Blue Jackets’ game against the Carolina Hurricanes last 
Thursday, coach John Tortorella wanted to shake up his lineup and 
turned to MacInnis to do just that. 

Centering the fourth line with Stefan Matteau on the left wing and Eric 
Robinson on the right, MacInnis played a little less than 10 minutes in his 
first game back. Tortorella, however, turned to the MacInnis line in a tie 
game late in the third period — emblematic of the trust the fourth line 
earned throughout the game. 

“I thought it was one of our more consistent lines in the third period, just 
as far as the battles on pucks, adding some forechecking, making the 
right calls and being strong defensively,” Tortorella said the day after the 
Jackets’ 3-2 shootout win. “Although neither team in the third period 
generated a lot of offense, I thought that was a big line in eating up 
minutes and grinding away against Carolina when the game’s tied.” 

Eating minutes and grinding opponents sums up what Tortorella wants to 
see from his fourth line. They haven’t produced much offense — no one 
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on the line has a point in the three games they’ve played together — but 
they keep things simple and can be trusted in any situation. 

Matteau, MacInnis and Robinson all stand at least 6 feet 2 and weigh at 
least 200 pounds, which allows them to use their size to play a heavy 
style. 

As the NHL increasingly has moved toward smaller players with high 
degrees of skill, Tortorella and MacInnis both believe a big, grinding line 
remains an important piece of a successful team. 

“There’s lots of teams with big bodies,” MacInnis said. “They may not 
produce offensively, but they wear guys down on the other team ... (and) 
make the game hard, frustrate them. That’s where our role comes in.” 

In Monday’s 3-0 loss to the Hurricanes, as Tortorella mixed his lines in 
search of a spark, the fourth line stayed intact until the final minutes. 
Whenever Tortorella was looking to bring energy to his team, he turned 
to MacInnis, Robinson and Matteau. 

After a mediocre power play in the second period, resulting in boos from 
the crowd at Nationwide Arena as the Blue Jackets struggled to create 
offense, MacInnis’s line headed over the boards for the first shift back at 
even strength. The fourth line also earned the first shift after Carolina’s 
second goal and were sent out to start the third period, all in the hopes 
that they would inject intensity. 

“It helps us. Anytime I feel like our fourth line is playing well and bringing 
energy, it’s one of those things you feed off and it helps the team take 
that extra jump in the game,” Jackets forward Oliver Bjorkstrand said. 
“It’s a big key to success, having a fourth line that can go out there and 
play those hard minutes and do a good job.” 

Monday’s loss was far from the Blue Jackets’ most impressive effort of 
the season, but MacInnis, Matteau and Robinson were able to hold their 
own. They played 8:09 together, the most of any forward line, and 
created more chances than the Hurricanes, 6-4, when they were on the 
ice. 

It was a simple, effective performance — exactly what Tortorella wants to 
see from them in the lineup. 

“They know what we’re looking for,” Tortorella said. “They know what our 
lineup needs, and they know for them to stay in the lineup … they know 
what they need to do.” 

Back to taxi 

Forward Mikhail Grigorenko was sent back to the taxi squad on Tuesday 
after being called up to the active roster for Monday's game. It is the third 
time in the past week that Grigorenko has been sent down to the taxi 
squad. He’s been called back up a day later each of the previous two 
times. 

Grigorenko cleared waivers last week, which allows the Blue Jackets to 
bring him up and down without having to go through the waiver process 
again until he’s either been on the active roster for 30 days or has played 
10 games. 
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Michael Arace: Going down a numerical rabbit hole and finding only 
darkness 

 

Michael Arace 

 

Blue Jackets players surround Oliver Bjorkstrand (28) after his winning 
goal in the shootout at Carolina on Saturday thrust Columbus into playoff 

position in the NHL Central Division. By Monday the Jackets had fallen 
out of fourth place. 

Jim Corsi, during his long stint as goaltender coach for the Buffalo 
Sabres, invented a statistic to more accurately measure a goalie’s 
workload. This was some 20 years ago.  

A nerd in Alberta heard Darcy Regier, then the Sabres’ general manager, 
talking about the statistic during a radio interview. This particular nerd 
was a blogger, with a nom de plume of Vic Ferrari, and he was on the 
cutting edge of hockey metrics. 

The nerd named the new stat “Corsi.” The nerd did not do this to give 
credit to the inventor — as the story goes, he was unaware at the time 
that Corsi even was the inventor. The nerd just liked Corsi’s moustache.  

News:  Blue Jackets' sluggish start, continuing second-period blues add 
up to 3-0 loss 

Twenty years later, Corsi is a goaltender development coach for the Blue 
Jackets. His statistic remains a beacon of the advanced analytics 
movement, which is now entrenched. And the Corsi number (shots on 
goal + missed shots + blocked shots) is a basic tool for measuring puck 
possession. 

“If your team’s Corsi For percentage, five-on-five, is 46.11, that means in 
all the games you’ve played you’ve taken 46.1% of shots and your 
opponents have taken 53.9% of the shots, five-on-five,” said our hockey 
writer, Brian Hedger, who’s a bit of a wonk. 

“You don’t have the puck if you’re not shooting it,” Hedger added. “Corsi 
is one measure of that.” 

It so happens the Blue Jackets CF% is 46.11, which ranks last in the 
NHL, according to the metrics mavens at Natural Stat Trick. 

Blue Jackets: David Savard focused on helping team make a playoff 
push, blocking out trade talk 

Corsi is not perfect. There are more advanced stats one can get into. 
Also, subjective evaluation — coaches poring over tape to rate the 
quality of scoring chances, for instance — can be a more accurate gauge 
of how well a team is playing. 

Yet, by at least one elemental measure, the Jackets possess the puck — 
five-on-five, on average — less than any of the other 30 teams in the 
league. And that’s not good. As our man Hedge says, if you don’t have 
the puck, you can’t shoot it. And if you’re not shooting it, you’re not 
scoring. The other team is. 

I have invented my own statistic, the RANK. 

Pick a team. Note its NHL rankings in 11 categories that are readily 
available in the standings: Points, points percentage, ROWs (regulation 
and overtime wins), goals for, goals against, goals for and against per 
game, power-play percentage, penalty-kill percentage, shots on goal per 
game, shots on goal against per game. Simple stuff. Accessible. 

News:  Seth Jones proving critics wrong again, leading Blue Jackets on 
another playoff push 

Add your team’s rankings from all the categories. Divide by 11 to get the 
average. The number at the end is the team’s RANK (rational, anti-
metric, numerical knickknack). 

The Blue Jackets’ RANK, as of Tuesday morning, was 22.72. That’s after 
playing 33 games, with 23 games remaining in their regular season.  

That RANK sounds about right, eh? The Jackets look like the 23rd-best 
team in this 31-team league, do they not? Imagine if they could improve 
their Corsi. 

Maybe they can. Who knows? 

In a telephone interview Tuesday morning, general manager Jarmo 
Kekalainen was asked how he felt about his team and he said, “Well ... if 
you asked me a couple of days ago, I would have said, ‘A little better.’ 
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Then, to have a stinker like (Monday night). ... It’s like being on a roller 
coaster.” 

In other news: Columbus Crew allowing 3,600 fans for CONCACAF 
Champions League match at old Crew Stadium 

The Blue Jackets are nearing the end of a four-game series with the 
Carolina Hurricanes (the fourth game is Thursday). Carolina has 
emerged as a powerhouse in the newfangled Central Division. 

Last week, the Jackets twice beat the Hurricanes — once in overtime, 
once in a shootout — in Raleigh. The second of those two games had to 
give even the most jaded of Jackets fans a happy jolt: Seth Jones, who 
scored to tie it 2-2 in the final minute of regulation, reappeared as a 
monster; Carolina’s apparent game-winning goal in OT was waved off 
(correctly so) due to an offside call; and the Jackets, given new life, got 
the shootout game-winner from red-hot Oliver Bjorkstrand.  

What a game! 

With that, the Jackets moved into fourth place. They were above the 
playoff bar for the first time since Feb. 12. It lasted about 48 hours, or 
until they were vaporized by the Hurricanes 3-0 at home on Monday. And 
Corsi cried. 

“We took a couple steps back,” Kekalainen said. 

Is this a playoff team, as it certainly appeared to be over the weekend? 
Or is the RANK right? Or should we call it TANK? Just teasing. Couldn’t 
help it. 

The NHL trade deadline is April 12. Buyers or sellers? It’s a great 
question. 
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Good news, bad news: Blue Jackets’ best line right now is their fourth 
line 

 

By Aaron Portzline Mar 24, 2021  

  

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The Blue Jackets might lead the league in 
backhanded compliments this season. 

Through the first 20 games, Michael Del Zotto was the club’s top 
defenseman. This was good news for Del Zotto, who was a training camp 
invitee, but bad news for a club with two dynamic blueliners, Seth Jones 
and Zach Werenski. 

Earlier this month, the Blue Jackets’ long and winding search for a first-
line center after Pierre-Luc Dubois was traded brought them to veteran 
checker Riley Nash. It said good things about Nash’s consistent, 
defensively-sound play, sure, but it made a rather unflattering statement 
about coach John Tortorella’s other options in that spot. 

Now, over the past three games against the Carolina Hurricanes, the 
Blue Jackets are thrilled to have found a fourth line with a clear identity. 
Eric Robinson, Ryan MacInnis and Stefan Matteau have played a no-
nonsense, relentless style that helped flip the first two games in 
Columbus’ favor. 

That’s worth celebrating if you’re the Blue Jackets. And yet the play of 
those three grinders has only highlighted how ineffective and nondescript 
the rest of the forwards have played for most of this season. 

“They know what we’re looking for,” Tortorella said. “Not too much 
conversation because they knew what we were looking for. They know 
what our lineup needs and they know — for them to stay in the lineup — 
they know what to do.” 

"I THINK [MACINNIS, MATTEAU AND I] ARE ALL ON THE SAME 
PAGE. I THINK THERE'S AN UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT KIND OF 
GAME AND WHAT KIND OF STYLE WE'RE GOING TO PLAY." – 
ROBBIE#CBJ | @HMARCARS PIC.TWITTER.COM/325V67EUE2 

— COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS (@BLUEJACKETSNHL) MARCH 22, 
2021 

Robinson, 25, has been with the Blue Jackets all season, playing on both 
sides of the bottom two lines and trying to fit in on lines with no clear-cut 
identity or objective. Is it a scoring line when Emil Bemstrom (who hasn’t 
scored a goal this season) is on the opposite wing? Is it a checking line 
when he rolls with Mikhail Grigorenko? 

“It’s nice to know you have a couple of guys (on your line) who are willing 
to play hard and dirty,” Robinson said. “It’s been good to play a simple 
game.” 

Matteau, 27, has spent most of the season on the taxi squad, waiting for 
a chance to play. He made his season debut Feb. 15 but then was back 
out of the lineup until the Blue Jackets played Thursday in Raleigh. 

MacInnis, 25, hadn’t played in over a year due to COVID-19 when he 
drew into the lineup Thursday, too. 

At the 4:33 mark of the third period Thursday, Tortorella put the three of 
them together  — MacInnis in the middle, with Matteau on the left and 
Robinson on the right — and smiled as he watched them work the rest of 
the game. 

They put pucks deep and forechecked. The finished checks instead of 
playing bumper cars. They made smart, simple plays and left with the 
puck in a good spot for the next line to take over, helping to push the 
game to OT. The Blue Jackets won in OT on Jones’ goal in the final 
minute. 

On Saturday, there were two moments in the second period — one early, 
one late — when the Hurricanes started controlling play. That line tilted 
the ice back to even in a wild game that the Blue Jackets eventually won 
in a shootout. 

“Robby gets there (on pucks) so often because of his legs,” Tortorella 
said. “He gets to people, but it’s something we’ve talked to him about all 
year long, about being a little harder to play against. 

“It certainly rubs off on him a little bit quicker when he sees his linemates 
doing it each and every shift. He’s added that now. He’s added more to 
his game. We’re talking body checking, we’re not talking about running 
people through the wall. We’re just talking about rubbing people out, 
being harder to play against, being harder on pucks.” 

The Blue Jackets lost a 3-0 stinker to the Hurricanes on Monday. Once 
again, the fourth line was their best line — again, not a good sign — but 
even it wasn’t good enough to change the momentum when the game 
was still up for grabs. 

The Blue Jackets opted to send winger Alexandre Texier to the taxi 
squad, rather than make a tough decision on Matteau or MacInnis. That’s 
telling, and a bit shocking considering how much faith the Blue Jackets 
showed in Texier at the start of the season. 

The bigger issue Monday, of course, was that the Blue Jackets’ top 
players were no-shows, the poster child in that respect is Patrik Laine. 

The Blue Jackets do not have a center on the roster who possesses the 
kind of high-end skill necessary to think the game on a wavelength 
similar to Laine’s. That was true when he arrived in Columbus via trade in 
early February, too, but at least then he had one or two golden scoring 
chances a night. 

Lately, he’s seemed lost. 

Over his past 13 games, Laine has just 1-2-3 with a minus-6 rating and 
only 31 shots on goal. He’s skated with Kevin Stenlund, Nick Foligno and 
Jack Roslovic at center during that stretch, and he’s played on the top 
power-play unit with either Werenski or Jones running the point. 
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“We’re trying to put him in spots to succeed,” Tortorella said, “but it also 
falls on the player to try to get his game back. I’m sure Patty’s trying to do 
that. 

“But if we’re going to have any chance (to make the playoffs), he has to 
be a big part of this. He’s gotta try to find a way. I’m going to help him. 
The coaches are going to help him.” 

Tortorella signaled Monday that he doesn’t expect his forward lines to be 
settled at any point this season. Young centers are a big part of the 
problem on both ends of the ice, but it’s not just Laine and the centers. 

The second line, with Max Domi and Cam Atkinson flanking Jack 
Roslovic, has had some good moments of late, but there’s no sense that 
Tortorella is committed to sticking with it. 

For now, the Blue Jackets’ fourth line is their most effective line. That’s 
good news. But not really. 
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Lightning trade forward Alexander Volkov to Ducks 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published 5 hours ago 

Updated 5 hours ago 

 

TAMPA — The Lightning’s salary cap crunch may prevent them from 
being major players leading up to next month’s trade deadline, but 
Tampa Bay made a minor move Wednesday night, trading forward 
Alexander Volkov to the Ducks. 

The Lightning received forward prospect Antoine Morand and a seventh-
round draft pick in 2023 from the Ducks. 

Volkov, 23, played in 19 games for the Lightning this season, recording 
two goals and three assists while averaging 9:32 of ice time on the fourth 
line. Last season, the Russian played in the Lightning’s Stanley Cup-
clinching Game 6 win over the Stars, logging 9:34 of ice time in the 2-0 
win. 

“This trade provides us with some salary cap flexibility in the short term to 
play different players and provides us with some insurance against 
having to dress only five defensemen in the event we have multiple 
short-term injuries to some of our regular defensemen,” general manager 
Julien BriseBois said in a statement. 

After Volkov played a season-high 13:08 in the Lightning’s season 
opener against the Blackhawks on Jan. 13, his playing time was erratic. 
In seven of the Lightning’s past nine games, he was a healthy scratch. 

His playing time was most affected by the emergence of rookie Ross 
Colton, who has quickly meshed well on the fourth line since making his 
debut Feb. 24. And with speedy forward Mathieu Joseph also playing 
well on the fourth line alongside gritty veteran Pat Maroon, and with 
Mitchell Stephens, who centered the fourth line for the first four games, 
nearing a return from a lower-body injury, Volkov was the odd-man out. 

“With more cap space, I would have liked to hold on to Alex,” BriseBois 
said. “But considering how tight we are against the salary cap, and with 
Mitch Stephens coming back in the not-too-distant future, something had 
to give.” 

Morand was the Ducks’ second-round pick in 2017. The 22-year-old has 
no goals and five assists in 20 games with AHL San Diego this season. 
Last season, he had five goals and 11 assists in 54 games with San 
Diego. 
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Lightning’s Pat Maroon believes fired NHL referee deserves second 
chance 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

TAMPA — Veteran Lightning forward Pat Maroon knows Tim Peel better 
than most. He considers the longtime NHL official a really good friend. 
Both call St. Louis home, and Maroon says the two spend a lot of time 
together in the summer. 

Peel, 54 and in his 22nd season, was fired by the league Wednesday, 
hours after he was caught on a hot mic saying he wanted to call a 
penalty against the Predators during their game Tuesday night against 
the Red Wings. 

The NHL, typically methodical in its decision-making, moved swiftly to 
ban Peel from officiating any more games a month before he was 
scheduled to retire. His final game was supposed to be in St. Louis with 
his family in attendance, Maroon said Wednesday.  

After calling Predators forward Viktor Arvidsson for tripping early in the 
second period of Nashville’s 2-0 win, a voice the NHL determined was 
Peel’s was picked up by a TV microphone saying, “It wasn’t much, but I 
wanted to get a (expletive) penalty against Nashville early in the,” before 
the audio cut off. Peel worked the game with referee Kelly Sutherland. 

The notion of NHL officials making calls to even-up penalties is nothing 
new. But this is the first time an on-ice official has been caught admitting 
to it. The league acted quickly to protect its integrity, forcing Peel — who 
has refereed more than 1,400 games, including the playoffs — into an 
early retirement. 

“It’s just unfortunate that the NHL has relieved him of his duties from here 
on out,” Maroon said. “I believe that people deserve second chances in 
life. That’s just a mistake. I’m sure a lot of refs, a lot of people have done 
that, but it hasn’t been caught on mic. 

“That’s just how it is. That’s the world we’re living in right now, very 
sensitive, and people are acting on it. So for me, I feel bad for Timmy, 
and I hope nothing but the best for him and his family. I hope he’s doing 
okay.” 

Peel, known for a quick whistle, has been a polarizing official throughout 
his career. His penultimate game ended up being the Lightning’s 5-3 win 
over the Panthers on Sunday at Amalie Arena, a game that included 14 
penalties, seven against each team. 

Lightning assistant coach Derek Lalonde lauded Peel’s work Sunday and 
throughout his officiating career. 

“(Peel) reffed an excellent game (Sunday),” Lalonde said Wednesday. 
“He’s been nothing but an absolute professional when we’ve had (him), 
and I have a lot of respect for him personally. … All I can kind of talk 
about is my personal relationship we’ve had.  

“But as far as the Tampa Bay Lightning and when he’s reffed us, one, 
he’s done a great job.” 

“I don’t think that there’s a place in hockey for that,” injured forward Matt 
Duchene said of Peel’s conduct to a Nashville radio station Wednesday, 
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noting that the Predators could have lost the game due to a goal on the 
ensuing power play and missed the playoffs by a point. 

Maroon said he doesn’t read too much into the controversy. 

“I just go out there and play my game,” he said. “The refs are out there to 
do their jobs. If that’s what they’re thinking, ‘Oh, I should’ve called that, 
so I’ve got to make one up,’ that’s what they’re thinking and that’s just 
how they are, so I can’t really say much on it. 

“But I really enjoyed Timmy. I think he’s a great ref. I know it’s not the 
way he wanted to end his career. Hopefully, they at least give him one 
last game. I don’t think it’s going to end like that. It’s just too many 
phones and too many microphones around this day and age. Watch what 
you say, I guess.” 
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Lightning’s Mikhail Sergachev takes errant puck to face in stride 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

Andrei Vasilevskiy has made very few mistakes during his record-setting 
12-game winning streak. 

But even the best goaltender in the league is prone to panic every once 
in a while. 

When Vasilevskiy was trying to clear a puck from behind the net in the 
second period of Tuesday’s 2-1 win over Dallas and didn’t feel the puck 
on his stick, that’s what he did. His reaction was to quickly corral the puck 
and fling it off the boards to safety. 

The only problem was teammate Mikhail Sergachev’s face was in the 
way. 

Sergachev had just skated across the end line to provide support when 
Vasilevskiy shot the puck, hitting Sergachev square in the face. The 
Lightning defenseman had to leave the game but returned later in the 
period with stitches above his upper lip. 

“I tried to stop the puck behind the net,” Vasilevskiy explained. “I tried to 
look for our guys and then I turned my head back to see where the puck 
was and it wasn’t on my blade, so I kind of panicked a little bit and (was) 
just trying to put it on the board, and unfortunately Sergy’s face was in 
the way. 

“Obviously, I apologized. That happens. It’s obviously not good for his 
face, but it happens.” 

Sergachev took the incident in stride, posting a photo of the two on 
Instagram after the game with Vasilevskiy holding a puck from his record-
setting win — Tuesday’s victory set a Lightning record for consecutive 
wins by a goalie — and Sergachev wearing a new battle scar. 
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Behind scenes of the Lightning development process, #TweetTape and a 
club record 

 

By Joe Smith  

Mar 24, 2021  

  

Ben Groulx gathered his team together Friday morning in their makeshift 
video room, which is essentially the basement of the War Memorial 
Arena in downtown Syracuse. 

Players for the Lightning’s AHL affiliate, the Syracuse Crunch, sat in 
chairs spread several feet apart. There were three TVs, with one big 
screen in the middle. Groulx, 53, started the session with a clip from the 
previous night’s Lightning game, a 4-2 victory over the Blackhawks. 
Showing the team’s NHL affiliate is nothing new of course — why not use 
the Cup champs as the model? 

But there was a very familiar face on screen. It was rookie Ross Colton, 
who had sat in those same chairs next to them just a few weeks earlier. 
Groulx showed the clip of Colton’s second career NHL goal, where the 
center blazed through the neutral zone off the rush and finished a 
breakaway. 

The Crunch coaching staff has often shown video of Anthony Cirelli, 
Yanni Gourde and Brayden Point. Now it was Colton, and it really hit 
home. You’re this close. 

After Colton’s goal, Crunch players cheered. 

“I think the best salesmen on the team are your former players,” Groulx 
said. “The one who went through it before him. Yanni was here, so was 
Cirelli, I think those guys are a great model for anyone playing in 
Syracuse. This time, it was Ross. When you talk about having speed in 
the neutral zone, something we’ve talked a lot about with our team, 
what’s better than one of your players that just got called up and scoring 
a goal in the NHL?” 

With a perennial salary cap crunch, the Lightning will have to rely on the 
Crunch more than ever. GM Julien BriseBois has said the best way to 
find good players is to develop them, and Tampa Bay has been a really 
good example of how much of a difference it can make. Colton became 
the 63rd former Crunch player to play for the Lightning since their 
affiliation began in 2012-13, and these are not all fringe guys. 

You’re talking about Cirelli and Gourde. Tyler Johnson, Ondrej Palat and 
Alex Killorn all won a Calder Cup in the AHL before debuting with the 
Lightning. Nikita Kucherov had a cup of coffee with the Crunch. Erik 
Cernak got the needed polishing before becoming a shutdown 
defenseman. Andrei Vasilevskiy played in Syracuse as he was getting 
groomed to take over for Ben Bishop. Rookie defenseman Cal Foote 
spent two full seasons in Syracuse before locking down a regular role in 
the third pair this year. It’s where Mathieu Joseph found his way back 
after a humbling demotion to Syracuse at midseason last year. 

Everyone wants to know, what’s the secret sauce in Syracuse? As 
someone who has made annual trips up there, it’s easy to see why 
there’s a multitude of factors. It starts with the drafting process, led by 
scouting director Al Murray, where they pick players that fit their identity. 
There’s a philosophy of not rushing prospects, dating back to Steve 
Yzerman’s days as GM, and that includes encouraging players to stay in 
college if need be. 

And then there’s the laboratory in Syracuse, led by a future NHL coach in 
Groulx and an expansive support staff, from assistants to skating 
coaches like Barb Underhill, skills coach Mike Ellis and mental 
performance coach Ryan Hamilton. There’s a synergy between Syracuse 
and the Lightning, not necessarily in their systems, but in their habits and 
structure, which is why you’ve seen several players successfully make 
the jump this year, from Foote and Colton to Alex Barre-Boulet and, 
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soon, Taylor Raddysh. Coach Jon Cooper said it’s a “meritocracy,” so 
those who earn their shot get one. 

“The way they operate up there and down here is the same thing,” Barre-
Boulet said from Syracuse, where he returned after a two-game stint in 
Tampa Bay. “They don’t accept minimum effort. They want you to go 
hard every time. Whether it’s one-on-one drills, or other drills that get you 
ready. If you miss it, you’re going to do it again. 

“When guys get the call, they’re ready to go up there and play.” 

The NHL Draft can be an inexact science and no team, including the 
Lightning, is perfect. 

But they have a really good idea of the characteristics in players they 
want, whether that’s in the draft, free agency or trade. And that’s where 
this development process starts, finding guys who would fit in their 
culture. It’s how they’ve struck gold on the second days of the draft in 
plucking Point and Cirelli in third round, and Palat in the seventh. 
BriseBois said in every player they’ve brought in over the years, they’ve 
asked one key question: 

“Is he a Bolt?” 

Well, I once asked BriseBois, what is a Bolt? 

“He’s able to play fast, which is a combination of skating and anticipation, 
having the technical ability to make plays at high speed,” BriseBois said. 
“It’s making a good pass, getting shots off. High character people. We 
want good guys, ideally we want guys with a growth mindset. Every day, 
they try to improve as a hockey player and represent the organization 
well, someone fans can be proud of.” 

They felt Colton, for example, had those qualities when drafting him in 
the third round in 2016. The son of a nurse and middle school teacher 
had racked up 35 goals in the USHL, but needed time to mature, which 
he did at the University of Vermont; he became an instant leader who 
“hated to lose,” according to his coach. The Lightning didn’t pressure him 
to leave, but Colton went pro after two seasons, knowing he had some 
work to do. 

That’s where the development process came in. 

“I remember his first year here, he was dying after 20-25 seconds,” 
Groulx said. “The skating was not adequate for him to be a good player 
at our level. His first year was a real eye-opener for him.” 

Colton took the constructive criticism and worked at it, with his 
conditioning from his first to second year improving “100 percent,” Groulx 
said. It was a group effort, from working with Crunch strength coach Mark 
Powell and Underhill to getting support from assistants like Gilles 
Bouchard, Eric Veilleux and Ken Klee. 

Colton gave a lot of credit to Groulx and the Crunch staff. 

“As a coach and a person, he gets the most out of you,” Colton said. 
“The last two years, he made me into a different player that I didn’t know 
I could be. He forced me to play a different way.” 

Colton said Groulx told him to “be like Yanni Gourde.” They weren’t 
exactly the same players, but both were energy-drivers who played 
center, and that gave him a model to follow. The Crunch staff didn’t make 
Colton into someone he wasn’t, preferring to teach him the kind of habits 
and skills he’d need to succeed at the next level. They talked about being 
first on the puck, about using their stick well, about taking a hit to make a 
play. 

Then Groulx would show Crunch players video of Gourde and Cirelli 
doing exactly that. 

“It’s a great example of things you need to do if you want to go to the 
NHL,” Barre-Boulet said. “Look at Gourde and Cirelli, they always win 
one on one battles, their forecheck is incredible. They do the little things 
that make a great player — blocking shots, getting stick on puck, things 
that people don’t see. Fans see the highlight-reel play, but sometimes it 

was the forecheck by Tony or Gourde that turned the whole thing. It 
makes you want to do those things to get to the next level.” 

You know what they say about players being the best salesman. 

“Your coach can tell you something,” Barre-Boulet said. “But when you 
can back it up with video, it’s hard not to believe.” 

When the Lightning drafted Foote in the first round in 2017, it was easy 
for fans to get excited. 

There’s usually a dearth of right-shot defensemen on the blue line, so 
every fall there were questions on when Foote would be ready to make 
the jump? But Tampa Bay didn’t rush their top defensive prospect, who 
played in 144 AHL games before making his NHL debut this season. 
He’s now played in 17 straight games, showing the ability to be a regular 
on the third pair. 

“Patience is key,” said Lightning assistant GM Stacy Roest. “The players 
will tell you when they’re ready to play.” 

It’s not just Foote. Colton played in 131 pro games before getting his first 
taste of the NHL. Barre-Boulet has played 137, back in Syracuse after a 
several week stint with Tampa Bay and their taxi squad. Gourde played 
215 games for the Crunch, nearly 300 pro games if you include his time 
with the Sharks AHL team. Even Palat played 127, Johnson 137. Cirelli 
needed just 54. 

“When a player reaches the NHL, a lot of things have to go right,” Groulx 
said. “But I also think a key part of anything is having the resources and 
using them properly. And the biggest part is still the players. They’ve got 
to understand what he has to do, commit to it and believe and never stop 
until he reaches it. 

A few weeks ago, Groulx started a team video session with 10 clips from 
Cirelli. None of them involved goals. They were all focusing on puck 
pursuit, forechecking, compete. In Groulx’s mind, you need to be able to 
execute the fundamentals to not only reach the next level but earn the 
trust of coaches like Cooper. That’s why Groulx uses video as examples, 
whether it’s Lightning players, others in the NHL like Columbus 
defenseman Seth Jones or other athletes like Michael Jordan and Wayne 
Rooney. Groulx said Cooper and the Lightning assistants play a strong 
role too in preparing prospects for their first game and putting them in the 
right situations (Barre Boulet played with Gourde in his debut, and got 
some power play time too). 

Cooper, who won a Calder Cup with the Lightning’s AHL team in Norfolk, 
knows what it’s like. He said there’s a lot of synergy between the two 
programs. 

“The underlying philosophy is the same,” Cooper said. “You believe in 
the players, what type of players you have, everyone has an 
understanding in this organization that there’s a clear path to go from the 
AHL to the NHL. A lot of it has to do with the player, if they follow the 
guys that come before them and what coaches talk about in the AHL.” 

The Lightning have tried to find creative ways to connect with fans while 
apart, with the best example the pane of glass signed by supporters that 
they brought with them to the bubble last season. 

But on March 18, they delivered another special surprise. 

The organization had collected messages from fans via Twitter, and had 
them printed on stick tape for use in one game against the Blackhawks. 
Players like Sergachev, Blake Coleman, Cernak and Mathieu Joseph 
proudly wrapped them around their stick blades. 

How did the Lightning pull it off? It’s actually a cool story, which included 
a Islanders fan. 

The organization’s marketing team was in a preseason meeting, going 
over different ideas, when the creative agency they’ve partnered with, 
Dunn & Co, offered the tweet tape suggestion. It had been done before 
on Super Bowl confetti a few years ago. 
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“I’m like, ‘Do you know if that’s possible?'” said Brittany Austin, the 
Lightning’s director of creative and brand strategy. “And they’re like, 
‘That’s your job!'” 

About a month ago, the Lightning put the request for fans’ messages 
from their main Twitter account. Austin said there quickly were around 
200 responses, with a great mix of messages. “We wanted it to be 
positive,” Austin said. “Social media is not always the most positive of 
places.” 

The Lightning picked a handful of messages to use. They just needed a 
printer. 

They found one in Andy Machover, a 65-year-old Brooklyn native who 
co-owns a printing company, Tape-Rite, with his brother Geoff. 
Machover, a proud University of Miami graduate, used to be a geologist 
for a Texas oil company but joined the family business in the late 1970s 
when the oil industry struggled. The tape printing business, however, has 
gone well. Ninety-nine percent of the jobs are for clothes and boxes, but 
there have been some sports-related tape printing over the years, from a 
Nickelodeon athletic event 10 years ago to CrossFit. They had provided 
tape for high schools and other programs, but nothing for the major pro 
sports. That changed when the Lightning called. 

The whole process, from order to delivery, ended up taking just a week. 
The Lightning sent the artwork through a PDF and Machover used 
flexography to execute (wrapping a printing plate around a cylinder, 
which imprints tape as it passes underneath). Tampa Bay ended up with 
100 rolls of tape, the minimum order, but plans to distribute them to their 
youth hockey programs (another surprise is coming for fans whose 
tweets were picked). It cost around $900 overall, but to the fans who saw 
their tweets on players’ sticks, it was priceless. 

“It literally made my day that day,” said Lightning fan Sarah Couture. “I 
kept trying to figure out if it was on anyone’s stick who scored that night 
because that would have been even cooler to know!” 

Game observations 

• Andrei Vasilevskiy made history, setting a franchise record with his 12th 
straight victory in Tampa Bay’s 2-1 win on Tuesday. It’s an incredible 
achievement, especially when you consider this is the third streak in his 
career of 10 wins or longer (only Hall of Famer Martin Brodeur has more 
with four). Gourde said Vasilevskiy has been their best player since the 
start of the season — an MVP candidate in my eyes — carrying the 
confidence from his Stanley Cup championship. 

“He’s a cornerstone goaltender for us,” Cooper said. “He just continues to 
amaze. To have that consistency — this isn’t a flash in the pan where, 
‘Wow, he got on this lucky run.’ He’s done this before. It’s rightful he 
should be the guy that holds the record with the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
he’s had such an impact on the organization since the time he’s been 
here.” 

• But this was one of Tampa Bay’s better defensive performances of the 
season, holding the Stars to just seven shots through two periods 
(including just one in the second). Vasilevkiy said he wanted to thank his 
teammates for that, and their part in his record. 

“It was probably one of the best games we’ve ever played,” Vasilevskiy 
said. “So one of the easiest games I’ve ever played. Just really proud of 
our team. Just unbelievable effort. Only seven shots against in the first 
two periods — that was amazing and never happened to me before.” 

After being a little loose defensively in some of their recent victories, this 
Tampa Bay win had more of the template they used in the bubble on 
their Cup run. “Guys were committed to defending and hence that’s how 
you win 2-1 games,” Cooper said. 

• Man, hockey players are crazy tough. Cernak took a shot off a place on 
the knee with no padding, came out and then returned soon after. Roope 
Hintz looked like he was done for the season after falling on his legs 
awkwardly, then getting carried into the lockeroom, but then came back 
moments later. And then there was Mikhail Sergachev, who took an 

errant Vasilevskiy clearing attempt off the face. He went to the room to 
get blood cleaned off and likely some stitches. Vasilevskiy apologized 
postgame. 

Both seemed to have a good sense of humor about it. 

“Just trying to put it on the boards and Sergy’s face was in the way,” 
Vasilevkiy said. “I apologized already. Obviously it’s not good for the 
team or his face, but it happens.” 

• The Lightning were already shorthanded defensively with Ryan 
McDonagh missing the game due to a lower body injury suffered Sunday. 
Cooper said they hope McDonagh will play on this three-game road trip, 
which ends Saturday in Carolina, but didn’t sound optimistic. At least it 
doesn’t seem like it’s a serious injury, which the Lightning can ill afford. 

• McDonagh’s injury allowed Andreas Borgman an opportunity to play in 
just his second game of the year (and 50th in the NHL). Borgman looked 
pretty good, too, playing with confidence and poise, earning the coaches’ 
trust to play 14 minutes, 13 seconds alongside Foote on the third pair. 

“He played really well,” Cooper said. “He skated well, was up in the play, 
made great outlet passes. It’s tough to play when you’re not playing and 
constantly practicing, not getting a whole lot of game action and then play 
a quality opponent. But he just kept it simple and when you usually do 
that you have success.” 

• Yanni Gourde had a goal for the fourth straight game, giving him 12 in 
32 games this season (already more than the 10 he had in 70 last year, 
when he went through a two-month goal drought). It doesn’t even seem 
like the same player confidence-wise offensively. 
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NHL referee’s career is over after a hot mic catches him saying he 
wanted to call a penalty against the Nashville Predators: ‘No justification 
for his comments’ 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON CHICAGO TRIBUNE |MAR 24, 2021 AT 3:31 PM 

 

Tim Peel’s hot-mic admission that he wanted to penalize the Nashville 
Predators cost him his job as an NHL referee Wednesday. 

Peel’s career as an NHL referee came to a halt after his voice was 
picked up by a TV microphone saying he wanted to call a penalty against 
the Predators during their game against the Detroit Red Wings on 
Tuesday in Nashville, Tenn. Peel issued a minor tripping penalty against 
Preds forward Viktor Arvidsson five minutes into the second period. 

“It wasn’t much, but I wanted to get a (expletive) penalty against 
Nashville early in the ... " the official was heard saying before the 
microphone was cut. Peel worked the game with referee Kelly 
Sutherland. 

The league on Wednesday announced that Peel “no longer will be 
working NHL games now or in the future.” Peel, 54, had planned to retire 
next month. 

His dismissal drew mixed reactions from the Chicago Blackhawks and 
Florida Panthers, but all stopped short of saying he was treated unfairly. 

“You know, I know Peelsy pretty good. I like the guy,” said Panthers 
coach Joel Quenneville, who dealt with the veteran referee during his 10-
plus years as Hawks coach as well. “He’s been a great referee for a long 
time. 
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“Everybody has a way of doing their job. Whether it’s articulated or not, 
there’s always different standards. Every game’s different for referees, 
like it is for players and coaches. You adapt to the way the game’s being 
called and the way it’s being played. They have nights where it’s going to 
be different as well. Got a lot of respect for a tough job.” 

Some observers have countered that most, if not all, referees issue 
makeup calls to balance the scales — Peel just got caught. Asked if Peel 
was being punished too harshly, Quenneville said: “I like Peelsy, so I 
don’t know. I’m not getting into that.” 

Referee Tim Peel skates during a break in the action of a game between 
the Philadelphia Flyers and New York Islanders on Jan. 30, 2021, in 
Philadelphia. Peel's career as an NHL referee is over after his voice was 
picked up by a TV microphone saying he wanted to call a penalty against 
the Nashville Predators on Tuesday night. 

Referee Tim Peel skates during a break in the action of a game between 
the Philadelphia Flyers and New York Islanders on Jan. 30, 2021, in 
Philadelphia. Peel's career as an NHL referee is over after his voice was 
picked up by a TV microphone saying he wanted to call a penalty against 
the Nashville Predators on Tuesday night. (Derik Hamilton) 

Hawks coach Jeremy Colliton seemed even more reluctant about 
addressing the subject. 

“I’m not going to comment on officiating,” he said. “We’ll leave that to the 
league.” 

Hawks defenseman Nikita Zadorov was cautious as well but shared 
some of feelings on the controversy. 

“I can say a lot, but I don’t want to get fined,” Zadorov said. “I mean, it’s 
been ups and downs this year; some games it was good, some games 
it’s bad. It depends on the referees you get. 

“I saw one on them lost his job today. But they’re humans too? 
Everybody’s making mistakes. At the end of the day we have to look at 
them with respect.” 

Zadorov said referees face a lot of pressure from coaches and players, 
with decisions made in real time carrying high stakes. 

“I don’t think it’s a nice feeling when 40 guys on the ice are screaming at 
you all the time, asking for calls, asking for something,” he said. “It’s a 
really high-pressure job, which we have to respect. There’s always going 
to be some missed calls, some bad calls. 

“It’s part of the game and we have to live with it. You’ve just got to do 
your job and focus on the game, and if the call doesn’t go your way, it’s 
going to go your way next time, I feel.” 

League officials made their feelings on the matter clear. 

“Tim Peel’s conduct is in direct contraction to the adherence to that 
cornerstone principle that we demand from our officials and that of our 
fans, players coaches and all those associated with our game expect and 
deserve,” NHL vice president of hockey operations Colin Campbell said 
in a statement. “There is no justification for his comments no matter the 
context or intention.” 

The Predators won 2-0 and were called for four penalties compared with 
the Red Wings’ three. 

Predators coach John Hynes said after the game that it didn’t matter how 
he felt about what the official said. “But the referees are employees of the 
league, and rather than me comment on it, it’s an issue that I think the 
league will have to take care of,” Hynes said. 

He said his team, 5-3-1 over its last nine games, has been working to 
avoid excuses after going through a 16-day trip that was the longest in 
franchise history. Hynes has been pushing his players to control what 
they can. 

“You’re not so much worried about what’s going on in those situations as 
we’ve got to be able to kill the penalty, we’ve got to be ready to play, and 

that’s what I really liked about our team’s reaction to that situation,” 
Hynes said. 
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NHL referee Tim Peel’s firing ignites discussion over biases in NHL 
officiating 

“I can say a lot [about NHL officiating], but I don’t want to get fined,” 
Blackhawks defenseman Nikita Zadorov said. “It’s been ups and downs 
this year. Some games it was good, some games it was bad. It depends 
what referees you get.” 

 

By Ben Pope Mar 24, 2021, 6:03pm CDT 

 

As someone who frequently deals out crushing hits, Blackhawks 
defenseman Nikita Zadorov is no stranger to interacting with NHL 
referees. 

And while Zadorov realizes he inevitably does “sometimes . . . cross the 
line” and deserve some of the penalties he receives, there are plenty of 
other occasions where he disagrees with those all-too-familiar refs’ 
decisions. 

“I can say a lot [about NHL officiating], but I don’t want to get fined,” he 
said Wednesday. “It’s been ups and downs this year. Some games it was 
good, some games it was bad. It depends what referees you get.” 

One referee — Tim Peel — no longer will be used. 

The NHL fired Peel after he was caught on a hot mic while officiating the 
Predators-Red Wings game Tuesday. Minutes after calling a phantom 
tripping penalty on Preds forward Victor Arvidsson early in the second 
period, Peel was heard saying, “It wasn’t much, but I wanted to get a 
[expletive] penalty against Nashville early in the . . .” before the mic cut 
out. 

“There is no justification for his comments, no matter the context or his 
intention,” NHL vice president of hockey operations Colin Campbell said 
in a statement. 

Peel long has held a reputation as one of the league’s worst referees, so 
much so that Yahoo Sports ran a regular column in 2013 and 2014 listing 
his routine gaffes. His admission of premeditated officiating Tuesday was 
simply the final straw for his career. 

Nonetheless, Peel is just one of 43 referees the NHL has used this year. 
The Hawks, for example, had only encountered him twice (Feb. 2 and 4 
against the Hurricanes) in their 33 games. So his removal from the circuit 
is unlikely to significantly change officiating leaguewide. 

It would take a far more comprehensive effort by the league to change 
how the other 42 referees conduct their business. But that would first 
require acknowledgement that certain Peel-like biases exist within the 
other 42. 

Data indicates they do. NHL referees generally balance, whether 
consciously or subconsciously, the number of penalties they call on both 
teams in a game, regardless of those teams’ behaviors. 

Over the last three seasons, the correlation between each team’s 
penalties taken and penalties drawn each year is a staggering 0.67. This 
season, it’s 0.66. That means undisciplined teams — or at least teams 
frequently called for penalties — also get a lot of penalties called on their 
opponents, and vice versa. 

Put another way, the 10 most disciplined teams in the league this year — 
which includes the Hawks — have taken 3.01 penalties per game, but 
referees have called only 3.24 penalties on their opponents. The 10 least 
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disciplined teams have averaged 3.95 penalties per game, but referees 
have called 3.75 on their opponents. 

“You’ve got to call the game,” Preds forward Matt Duchene said 
Wednesdsay on a Nashville radio show. “I’ve always been frustrated 
when I see even-up calls or stuff like that. If one team is earning power 
plays, you can’t punish them because the other team is not. 

“I hope that’s not something that goes on with more officials [than Peel], 
but there’s definitely nights when you’re skeptical of it.” 

Hawks coach Jeremy Colliton declined to comment Wednesday on the 
Peel controversy. But just three weeks ago, Colliton offhandedly pointed 
out another frequent bias in officiating — favoring veterans over rookies 
— after a Brandon Hagel hooking infraction jumpstarted the Lightning’s 
comeback over the Hawks on March 7. 

“We’d love to not take a penalty there,” Colliton said then. “Someone else 
probably doesn’t get called on that one. These young guys don’t typically 
get the benefit of the doubt in those situations.” 

Similar discussions about artificially balanced penalty totals, player-over-
player preferences and other referee biases occurred all around the 
hockey world Wednesday. 

Whether or not those discussions ultimately lead to changes, Peel’s 
shock-factor comment stirred a pot that clearly needed stirring. 
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NHL referee out after saying he wanted to call a penalty against 
Nashville 

The league on Wednesday announced that Tim Peel “no longer will be 
working NHL games now or in the future.” 

 

By Sun-Times Sports Wire  Mar 24, 2021, 10:15am CDT 

 

Tim Peel’s career as an NHL referee is over after his voice was picked 
up by a TV microphone saying he wanted to call a penalty against the 
Nashville Predators.  

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Tim Peel’s career as an NHL referee is over after 
his voice was picked up by a TV microphone saying he wanted to call a 
penalty against the Nashville Predators. 

The league on Wednesday announced that Peel “no longer will be 
working NHL games now or in the future.” The 54-year-old Peel had 
already made plans to retire next month. 

“Tim Peel’s conduct is in direct contraction to the adherence to that 
cornerstone principle that we demand from our officials and that of our 
fans, players coaches and all those associated with our game expect and 
deserve,” NHL vice president of hockey operations Colin Campbell said 
in a statement. “There is no justification for his comments no matter the 
context or intension.” 

The NHL determined it was Peel’s voice that was heard on the TV 
broadcast of the Predators home game against the Detroit Red Wings 
after Nashville forward Viktor Arvidsson was issued a minor tripping 
penalty five minutes into the second period. 

“It wasn’t much, but I wanted to get a (expletive) penalty against 
Nashville early in the,” the unidentified official was heard saying before 
the microphone was cut. Peel worked the game with referee Kelly 
Sutherland. 

The Predators won 2-0 and were called for four penalties, compared with 
the Red Wings’ three. 

Predators coach John Hynes said after the game that it didn’t matter how 
he felt about what the official said. “But the referees are employees of the 
league and rather than me comment on it, it’s an issue that I think the 
league will have to take care of,” Hynes said. 

He said his team, now 5-3-1 over its past nine games, has been working 
to avoid excuses after going through a 16-day road trip that was the 
longest in franchise history. Hynes has been pushing his players to 
control what they can. 

“You’re not so much worried about what’s going on in those situations as 
we’ve got to be able to kill the penalty, we’ve got to be ready to play, and 
that’s what I really liked about our team’s reaction to that situation,” 
Hynes said. 
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Mixing it up with five things on the Chicago Blackhawks 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   

John Dietz 

 

It's been awhile since I unveiled a Five Things column, but this is a good 
time for one, a day after the Blackhawks may have righted their listing 
ship with a 3-2 victory over Florida. 

Movin' on up 

It was quite a night for Patrick Kane, who was honored with a pregame 
ceremony for his 1,000th game and then proceeded to dish out 2 assists. 
The superstar winger moved into fourth place among American-born 
skaters in total points with 1,066. He trails only Mike Madano (1,374), 
Phil Housley (1,232) and Jeremy Roenick (1,216). 

Although the United Center was devoid of fans, the Hawks did their best 
to make Kane's night special by: 

• Having everyone wear 88 jerseys during warmups. 

• Flinging pucks to Tommy Hawk in the 200 section after warmups -- a 
tradition Kane began before the third home game. 

• Allowing Kane's parents, son and girlfriend to join him on the ice. Kane's 
mom and dad unveiled a print to commemorate their son's achievement. 

• Having Duncan Keith skate over and present his longtime teammate 
with a Tiffany crystal. 

Coach Jeremy Colliton -- while acknowledging it would have been nice if 
the United Center was full -- admitted it was "kind of cool" to have a 
smaller, intimate ceremony for the future Hall of Famer. 

"It was really just the team out there," Colliton said. "There was a few 
extra people, but I was thinking while it was happening (that) it was kind 
of a nice moment. Obviously our group, they think a lot of Kaner and it 
was our chance to recognize him. So he'll get his big celebration, but I 
thought it was kind of neat." 

Let's get physical 

After getting pushed around by Tampa Bay in two games over the 
weekend, the Hawks showed more fire and grit against the hard-hitting 
Panthers. Connor Murphy and Nikita Zadorov (9 hits combined) were 
particularly active and took exception to some chippy play on a number 
of occasions. 

Mattias Janmark also got into it with Radko Gudas after Gudas crunched 
him twice in a matter of seconds. The second hit forced Janmark's head 
into the boards, which prompted Janmark to say, "What the (bleep) was 
that?" Somehow, no penalty was called. 
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This is the kind of response the Hawks need to show down the stretch. 
Enough of the laissez-faire attitude when confronted by more physical 
teams. 

Screen plays 

After a strong start to the season, Kevin Lankinen was 3-5-1 with an .893 
save percentage and 3.64 goals against average in his previous nine 
games before Tuesday. Lankinen doesn't dwell on the numbers, but he 
admitted he went to work with goaltending coach Jimmy Waite to get 
better at tracking pucks through screens. 

"That's today's NHL," Lankinen said after making 33 saves against 
Florida. "Everybody has a couple good screening guys, especially on the 
power play. So you just gotta work hard to find the puck and make those 
saves because that's why you're out there." 

Two of Lankinen's best stops came with just more than 13 minutes 
remaining as he staved off an Aaron Ekblad shot, swept away the 
rebound, then managed to deflect another Ekblad offering with his leg 
while sprawled out on the ice. 

"That was just something else from the toolbox," he said with a smile. 

One smart cookie 

It's time to check Brandon Hagel's stick to see if there's a magnet in there 
because every single time the rookie is on the ice the puck seems to find 
him. Hagel (3G, 7A last 20 games) set up Dominik Kubalik's first-period 
goal with a gorgeous saucer pass and also had plenty of scoring chances 
throughout the game. 

"It starts with his skating and his work ethic and his compete," Jeremy 
Colliton said. "He really is relentless. Obviously it puts him in good 
situations. ... 

"He's a smart kid. He really thinks the game well. He's getting better all 
the time. His experience in the league, he's using it to understand what 
he can and can't pull off. He's been good for us." 

Building momentum? 

The Hawks (15-13-5, 35 points) have had a tough time with the division's 
best teams, going 1-5-1 against Tampa Bay, 1-3-1 against Florida and 1-
1-1 against Carolina. Jeremy Colliton is hoping the win Tuesday is a sign 
of things to come, especially with Columbus (13-13-7, 33 points) and 
Nashville (15-17-1, 31 points) on the Hawks' heels. 

"We definitely wanted to beat them," Colliton said. "They got the better of 
us here four times. But probably more so where we're at in the season 
and schedule and coming back home here, just establishing momentum 
again. 

"It's a lot easier to keep momentum than to gain it from a stop. So I think 
the overall performance was important for our group and finding a way to 
close it out." 
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10 observations: Blackhawks snap four-game losing streak 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks snapped their four-game losing streak with a 3-2 win 
over the Florida Panthers on Tuesday at the United Center. 

Here are 10 observations from the win: 

1. The Blackhawks scored the first goal of the game and finally held onto 
it. They were 1-4-1 in their previous six games when scoring first and 9-
0-1 to start the season. That's more like it. 

2. The Blackhawks honored Patrick Kane before the game for his 1,000th 
career NHL contest, which occurred while the team was on their six-
game road trip. He went on to record two assists and surpassed Keith 
Tkachuk for fourth among American-born players with 1,066 points.  

3. The Florida Panthers bench was empty during Kane's pregame 
ceremony, except for one man: Joel Quenneville, who was also on hand 
last season when Kane was honored for his 1,000th career NHL point. 
How fitting. 

Joel Quenneville is watching the ceremony from Florida Panthers bench. 
Awesome. pic.twitter.com/ibvnioI8jr— Charlie Roumeliotis 
(@CRoumeliotis) March 24, 2021 

4. Kevin Lankinen went into this game with a 3-5-1 record, 3.67 goals-
against average and .893 save percentage in his last nine starts. He had 
a terrific outing against Florida, turning aside 33 of 35 shots for a save 
percentage of .943. 

5. Dominik Kubalik extended his point streak to six games after scoring a 
goal in the first period to put the Blackhawks in front 1-0. But it was 
Brandon Hagel who started the play with a stick-lift in the neutral zone 
and pretty feed in the offensive zone for the primary assist. 

6. Pius Suter ended a six-game point drought when he re-directed Nikita 
Zadorov's shot from the point to give the Blackhawks a 2-0 lead. He trails 
Kirill Kaprizov (10) for the rookie lead in goals. 

7. The Blackhawks had a terrific first period. Aside from scoring twice, 
they also led in shot attempts (23-13), shots on goal (11-7), scoring 
chances (13-7) and high-danger chances (5-1), according to Natural Stat 
Trick. The Blackhawks also had 3:00 of offensive zone possession time 
compared to Florida's 0:59, per Sportlogiq. 

8. Aleksander Barkov, who has dominated Chicago this season, was a 
late scratch for the Panthers. He left pregame warmups early after 
suffering a lower-body injury, according to the team. The Panthers rolled 
with 11 forwards and seven defensemen. 

9. MacKenzie Entwistle became the seventh Blackhawk to make his NHL 
debut this season, joining Reese Johnson, Wyatt Kalynuk, Philipp 
Kurashev, Lankinen, Ian Mitchell and Suter. Entwistle recorded a shot on 
goal and hit on his very first shift of the game and finished with two shots 
on goal and three hits in 6:03 of ice time. He was quietly good. 

10. The Blackhawks and Panthers aren't exactly known for being 
physical teams, but it was a physical game on Tuesday. The Blackhawks 
recorded 24 hits, which is higher than their season average of 18.8 per 
60 minutes. The Panthers registered 42 hits, which is significantly higher 
than their season average of 22.7 per 60 minutes. 
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The Athletic / Burnside: The Tim Peel firing gives the NHL a chance to 
finally make meaningful change 

 

By Scott Burnside Mar 24, 2021  

 

The NHL has approached a crossroads of sorts having quickly banished 
veteran referee Tim Peel after embarrassingly candid views of calls he 
was making in the Nashville-Detroit game Tuesday night were picked up 
by a live mic. 

But is this a firing for show? Is this a case of the public demanding a 
victim and the NHL obliging by firing a referee who made an obvious and 
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very public mistake but who was set to retire at the end of the season 
anyway? 

And if that’s all this amounts to, a sacrificial body to appease the masses, 
well then shame on the NHL for missing a golden opportunity to seize the 
moment and turn it into something significant and meaningful. Because 
that’s what this moment amounts to. 

If the league has the will and the foresight, this is a grand opportunity to 
really pull back the covers on critical parts of the game. This is a great 
opportunity to ask loudly and publicly some very hard questions about 
how the game is officiated and how the league, and more importantly the 
fans, get the best game possible. 

Here’s why. 

Let’s assume that when Peel shared during a television timeout after 
assessing Viktor Arvidsson a minor penalty that he’d been looking for a 
reason to assess Nashville a penalty he was articulating something that 
he had felt or acted on before over the course of a career that had 
spanned more than 1,300 games. That at some point and perhaps many 
points in his career Peel felt he needed to even the refereeing playing 
field with a call. Or non-call. 

And let’s also assume that if Peel articulated his motivation for making 
such an iffy call, it stands to reason he simply gave voice to the 
motivations that some, maybe many, of his colleagues feel when they 
approach an NHL game. Maybe the NHL would like to think, or more 
importantly like the public to think, Peel is an outlier, the only one. 

But that would be naïve in the extreme. We can say with some certainty 
those thoughts likely cross the minds of referees and linesmen all the 
time. So firing Peel hardly solves the problem. It merely highlights in an 
embarrassing manner for the league that the problem exists. 

So why not embrace that even if such self-awareness isn’t really the 
NHL’s strong suit? Why not take advantage of something like Peel’s 
comments and subsequent firing and use it to try to make the game 
better? 

Remember during the 2004-05 lockout when, at Brendan Shanahan’s 
impetus, the game’s stakeholders gathered to have an open and frank 
discussion about the state of the game? And remember how, when that 
lockout ended, the game returned newer, better, faster and ultimately 
more popular? 

Are we not at a similar critical moment in our world? Does Peel’s 
transgression come at a time when we all might be engaging in a lot of 
introspection? 

Two NHL seasons have been disrupted and cut short by the pandemic. 
Owners have been laid low financially while thousands and thousands of 
workers connected to the sport have been without work. Fans, the 
lifeblood of the NHL, are just now trickling back into U.S.-based arenas 
while Canadian fans remain locked down. 

And yet a few weeks ago the NHL announced a groundbreaking new 
broadcast deal with ESPN for the next seven years starting in the fall 
when a 32nd team will join the league and the realistic expectation is that 
the game — and the world beyond — should return to normal. 

So what better time to take the embarrassment caused by Peel and his 
comments and bring in stakeholders from around the game to take a 
deep dive into all of these interconnected parts? 

Because only the willfully blind or naïve believe that this is simply a case 
of one man running his mouth when he ought not to have. 

No. This is a complicated problem that has many layers. 

On-ice officials are not robots. And as trite as it may sound we subscribe 
to the theory that this game is demanding to officiate. But there has to be 
a better way for the games to be adjudicated to take advantage of the 
game’s inherent speed and skill that doesn’t allow for things like 
balancing the books or pandering to the time of the game or the time of 
the season. 

Part of the problem is that this is systemic. It’s a big-picture thing. Every 
GM who has called head of officials Stephen Walkom or NHL VP Colin 

Campbell to complain about a call or a non-call in a critical moment has 
contributed to this. 

Every time NHL GMs and executives have gathered to discuss a 
crackdown on obstruction — or slashes to the hands or faceoff violations 
or the transgression of the day — they weaken the ability of officials to 
call the game the way it’s supposed to be called, which is to call fouls 
that are laid out in black and white in the NHL’s rule book. 

Now, everyone one of those stakeholders need to be part of the solution. 

So, how do we get there? 

Let’s start with open discussions about the core parts of the game 
involved here. 

Who are the NHL’s officials? 

Where do they come from? 

How can the league do more to encourage and develop more, better 
officials coming through the pipeline? 

In 2018, we had the good fortune to sit in on the NHL’s annual officials 
combine in Buffalo, the fifth of its kind, which is aimed at opening 
officiating doors to players (men and women) whose playing careers 
were coming to an end but who might have been interested in exploring 
officiating at a high level. It’s an innovative program that speaks to a 
need to get more people in the pipeline. No different than a team and its 
drafting and development. 

That’s one part of the equation. 

But how do officials get to a point where they have the support of the 
league to call the game as the rules dictate? 

And let’s take it a step further. 

Let’s open the book and have a frank and open discussion about the 
Department of Player Safety and how supplemental discipline is handled. 

Want to stop talking about the danger of blows to the head? Ask the hard 
questions about how to eliminate those kinds of hits by having on-ice 
officials call penalties that will address that. But that hasn’t happened 
because there is no consensus on what that looks like. 

So let’s have at it. 

Find the time in the next six or seven months to bring the best and the 
brightest to the table. Call it a Hockey Summit or call it an Open Mic 
weekend. Call it whatever you like but start sending out the invitations. 
And not just to the old boys’ network. Cast a wide net, as Shanahan and 
company did back in 2005, and talk openly about all of this. 

Ask officials to talk candidly about the mixed messages they receive and 
how they would like to see their profession change and evolve. 

Talk to executives and fans and media and doctors and anyone else who 
might have an opinion or a thought on how to go from Peel spouting off in 
Nashville to something bigger and better. 

One NHL governor agreed that this is something the league needs to do, 
that with the partnership with ESPN about to take off these kinds of 
discussions are paramount, that the league can’t hide from this. 

Another team executive gave the idea a thumbs up. 

So, maybe we’re onto something here. 

But it won’t be easy and it will require the kind of will to change that will 
require this league move out of its comfort zone. But if there isn’t the will 
to attack the problem in a meaningful manner then all we’ve seen on this 
day is the league provide a body for the public to consume. Nothing 
more. And that, far more than anything Peel said into a hot mic, will be 
the real transgression. 
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The Athletic / NHL official Tim Peel’s hot mic has players, coaches 
talking: ‘That can’t happen’ 

 

By Adam Vingan Mar 24, 2021  

 

Viktor Arvidsson was incredulous. 

“What?” the Nashville Predators forward could be heard saying on a 
nearby microphone. 

Arvidsson was assessed a minor penalty for tripping Detroit Red Wings 
defenseman Jon Merrill early in the second period of the Predators’ 2-0 
win Tuesday. The replay backed up his bewilderment. (On the air, 
Predators television analyst and former goaltender Chris Mason went as 
far as to accuse Merrill of diving on the play.) 

Questionable calls are not uncommon in any sport, but rarely are 
referees heard admitting to making them, as Tim Peel was Tuesday. 

“It wasn’t much, but I wanted to get a fuckin’ penalty against Nashville 
early in the …” Peel said about the call on Arvidsson before the 
broadcast cut to a commercial. 

On Wednesday morning, the NHL announced that Peel, who was 
planning to retire next month, “no longer will be working NHL games now 
or in the future.” 

The Predators were off Wednesday and declined to comment after the 
league disclosed Peel’s punishment. But center Matt Duchene, who is on 
injured reserve and did not play Tuesday, reacted strongly during his 
weekly appearance on a Nashville sports radio show co-hosted by The 
Athletic’s Joe Rexrode on 102.5 FM. 

“Yeah, I saw that whole thing,” Duchene said. “He’s a veteran ref. It was 
his last year, anyway, so I think that’s maybe why they let him go rather 
than maybe suspending him or fining him. The crazy part is he was 
talking to (Predators forward Filip) Forsberg in that clip, and he told our 
bench that, so I mean, really bizarre. I just think that can’t happen. 
Imagine the scenario where they score on that power play, we lose the 
game and we miss the playoffs by one point. Imagine that scenario. That 
could happen, right? That is not out of the realm of possibility, right? 

“I don’t think there’s a place in hockey for that. You’ve got to call the 
game. I’ve always been frustrated when I see even-up calls or stuff like 
that. If one team is earning power plays, you can’t punish them because 
the other team is not, you know what I’m saying? That call was not a 
good call on (Arvidsson). We were watching and were like, ‘What the 
heck was that? That wasn’t even close to a penalty.’ That was bizarre. I 
hope that’s not something that goes on with more officials, but there’s 
definitely nights when you’re skeptical of it, for sure.” 

According to Scouting The Refs, the Predators won nine of 19 regular-
season games officiated by Peel between 2016 and 2021. 

Predators coach John Hynes was diplomatic when asked about the 
incident after the game. 

“The situation is what it is,” he said. “I think from our perspective, it 
probably doesn’t matter how I feel about it, but the referees are 
employees of the league. … You always want to have things that are 
going to be fair for your players and for your team.” 

Asked for his reaction to the overheard comment early Wednesday 
morning, retired NHL referee Kerry Fraser called it “unfortunate.” 

“There are so many hot mics around in a rink now that officials can’t have 
any sort of private conversation, because somebody’s always listening,” 
said Fraser, whose career spanned 30 years. “As an officiating crew, and 
ever since we’ve gone to the two-referee system, there are times in a 
game when the two referees consult with one another about the flow of 
the game, the requirements that each game needs. No two games are 
alike. The good referees — the great referees — have a feel for the 
game. 

“There were times when, as a referee, I would want to have a penalty — 
not create one, but to have one happen for me that was a gift that I could 
make a call for one reason or the other to bring the temperature down in 

a game. There may be a time in a game where one team has committed 
a majority of infractions. I mean, last night, there were four penalties 
called against (the Predators) and three for the (Red Wings). It’s a 
balance. Referees aren’t accountants. … When the infractions happen, 
you raise your arm, and you call a penalty.” 

Fraser later told The Athletic in a text that the league’s decision was an 
“overreaction” and a “bad signal sent to (the) officiating staff,” but did not 
elaborate further. 

The topic of officiating was discussed around the league Wednesday. 
New York Islanders coach Barry Trotz expressed support for Peel and all 
officials, saying, “They’re human. There’s times when they’ll make 
mistakes, and they want to right the mistakes.” 

“There are probably no better officials than what we have in the NHL in 
comparison to any other sport, and I’m not discrediting any other sport,” 
Los Angeles Kings coach Todd McLellan said. “They officiate a very fast 
game. They manage it very well. Our staff, our players, our organization 
and the other ones I’ve been in have a tremendous amount of respect for 
them. They have a very tough job to do.” 

Toronto Maple Leafs forward Zach Hyman echoed those sentiments. 

“It happens in all sports,” Hyman said. “I mean, look at the NFL. You had 
pass interference stuff. In baseball, you have a strike zone where you 
can look at that. I think that the nature of reffing is there’s going to be 
human error involved in it. … No matter what, when you’re playing in a 
competitive environment, and it’s heated and both teams want to win, 
you’re going to think that you got the wrong end of a call sometimes. It’s 
just the nature of competitive sports.” 
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The Athletic / By the numbers: Projecting teams’ performances in the 
second half of the NHL season 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn Mar 24, 2021  

  

We’re a little past the halfway point of the 2020-21 season and … there 
really haven’t been too many surprises. 

Every season has some weirdly chaotic event that happens and 
everyone just shrugs and accepts it. This year looked poised to be the 
most chaotic yet with the season length and extraneous circumstances – 
yet what’s strange about it is how un-strange it’s been.  

The 2020-21 season has been one of the most chalky in recent memory, 
with good teams generally having their way with the weaker-thans; a 
potential byproduct of the intra-division schedule. The teams many of us 
expected to be good are, and the teams many of us expected to be bad 
have been. In all, the favorites this year have won 63.7 percent of games 
according to the model we use for game probabilities. That’s a massive 
difference from the usual which is around 57 to 60 percent. 

But just because things happened in the first half doesn’t mean they’ll 
continue in the second half. There’s still a lot of room for teams to make 
some noise or fall off, even with just 25 or so games left on average. It 
doesn’t leave much runway, but with this year’s schedule every game 
can cause some massive swings. 

In each of the past two seasons I’ve done this exercise, in which I 
compare a team’s projected point total with its current pace, separating 
the league into four groups based on how large the discrepancy is. I look 
at whether a team is over- or under-performing expectations and how 
much it should be expected to change down the stretch. The goal is 
never to be perfect, but the expectation based on the probabilities is that 
two-thirds of teams go in the right direction. It’s a nice way of breaking 
down the model’s rest-of-season point/playoff projections, and why it 
sees things the way it does. Right or wrong.  
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While many tend to focus on the exact point total projected, that number 
is just an average of a large range of outcomes. At this point of the year, 
anything six points above or below is still within reason, as that 
encapsulates roughly 80 percent of a team’s simulated outcomes. It still 
leaves a 20 percent “exception to the rule” zone.  

At this stage, 26 teams are expected to finish within five points of their 
current point pace with half the league within two points. That’s what 
happens when a lot of things happen as expected, but there’s still room 
for twists and turns as the season comes to a close.  

Here’s what to expect in the season’s second half and why. 

Data is as of games played before March 23. 

Status Quo 

0-to-1.5 point difference between pace and projection 

Toronto 

First half schedule strength: 0.490 (10th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.490 (9th) 

It’s sometimes frustrating to watch and follow as it happens, but the Leafs 
have a record that’s exactly as good as expected. Nothing more. Nothing 
less. They were supposed to earn about 73 points this season before the 
season started, and they’re projected to still reach that total. Toronto 
started off really hot and then cooled down, but now land where it should.  

Columbus 

First half schedule strength: 0.501 (14th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.495 (14th) 

One of the biggest surprises this season was the complete downfall of 
the Blue Jackets. While there’s still time for a comeback, their record 
doesn’t lie. What you see is what you get, as the team has a goal 
percentage that matches their expected percentage in all situations, 
earning every bit of their minus-19 goal differential. Maybe some of the 
team’s better players return to form for a late-season surge, but a 56-
point season might be Columbus’s best bet if their level of play remains 
the same. 

Montreal 

First half schedule strength: 0.493 (11th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.514 (22nd) 

The Canadiens are playing at a 98-point pace over a full season, which is 
roughly where this model pegged them to start the year. The Canadiens 
are who we thought they were – only, they’re earning a lot of their points 
from losing in overtime thanks to a 1-9 record in the extra frame. Their 
pace is exactly where it should be, but the team should win a few more 
games down the stretch and lose less in overtime. The league’s second-
worst record in one-goal games is also to blame. 

Philadelphia 

First half schedule strength: 0.502 (15th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.510 (21st) 

As long as Carter Hart plays like a below-replacement-level goalie, this is 
what the Flyers deserve. Philadelphia has an offensively skilled team 
thanks to a very deep group of forwards, but the team’s goalies can’t 
save a beach ball right now. That they’re playing at a barely above 
average pace despite near league-worst goaltending says a lot, but if the 
Flyers want to get in the point ranges on the far right side of the blue 
squares, they’ll need Hart to be the goalie many believe him to be. 

Colorado 

First half schedule strength: 0.479 (5th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.465 (2nd) 

What you’ll notice from this article is the general disbelief at the 
extremes. Bad teams can’t be that bad. Good teams can’t be that good. It 
takes a fair bit of good or bad luck to get to those levels. The Avalanche 

are playing at a 115-point normal season pace and they deserve every 
bit of that record. It is very uncommon for the model to be that bullish, but 
the team has elite shooting talent, a very strong starting goalie and has 
been controlling play better than any team has since 2007-08. In all 
situations, the team has a 59.7 percent expected goals rate, 0.8 
percentage points more than the next best, the 2013-14 Sharks. Only six 
teams have been above 56 percent, and two of them won the Stanley 
Cup: the 2007-08 Red Wings and 2009-10 Blackhawks, two of the most 
dominant teams of the era. The Avalanche have somehow been even 
stronger. They’ll have a big advantage in the second half with the second 
easiest schedule in the league. 

Chicago 

First half schedule strength: 0.508 (20th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.488 (7th) 

The Blackhawks looked like they might be one of the league’s worst 
teams this season without their top two centers. But then Patrick Kane 
started playing MVP-caliber hockey, Alex DeBrincat got his groove back, 
and Kevin Lankinen stole the show in net. This is not a good team, but 
they’re a surprisingly competent one thanks to some elite shooters, a 
strong power play and surprising goaltending. The Blackhawks are right 
where they should be – even if no one expected just exactly where that 
would be to start the year. They’ll have some schedule reprieve after a 
tougher start to the season. The fact that they’re where they are despite 
that is impressive. 

Ottawa 

First half schedule strength: 0.533 (31st) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.522 (26th) 

It’s rare that the model is well-calibrated to bad teams. Usually, it 
overrates them for the same reason as it underrates good teams. It takes 
luck. For the Senators, they’re projected to be exactly where they 
currently stand thanks to their woeful defense and awful goaltending 
situation. Matt Murray being on the sidelines might help them hit the 
overm as the team has won games while being feisty, but they’re still 
very low on talent. 

Pittsburgh 

First half schedule strength: 0.507 (19th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.492 (10th) 

A lot depends on the severity of Evgeni Malkin’s injury, as he’s a crucial 
part of the Penguins’ scheme. While the model accounts for him to miss 
time, his injury status is quite vague. The Penguins are usually a decent 
possession team, but have been average this season – depending a lot 
on their strong scorers. A lengthy history of driving play for most of their 
roster creates belief that the team can maintain its current pace of 103 
points – a routine mark for Pittsburgh. The Penguins always manage to 
get around that total, and this year should be no different. More dates 
with Buffalo to end the season should help. 

Los Angeles 

First half schedule strength: 0.512 (25th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.488 (8th) 

One of this year’s great surprises was the shocking competence of the 
Kings, who have hung around the West playoff race despite being one of 
the league’s poorest possession teams. That usually means to expect 
regression, but this model loves Cal Petersen in net and that makes their 
higher goals percentage a bit more sustainable. The playoffs are still a 
pipe dream, but a slightly above point-per-game pace is encouraging for 
a team many pegged in the bottom five. They survived a heavy dose of 
the West’s best early on, but have a softer schedule outlook down the 
stretch. 

Minnesota 

First half schedule strength: 0.478 (4th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.499 (15th) 
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While the Wild’s record may seem like a mirage, this team looks like the 
real deal and should sustain its current pace for the remainder of the 
season. Their schedule does get a lot tougher, however. Minnesota has 
long been an elite possession team, capable of tilting the ice and winning 
the scoring chance battle. The issue was always goaltending, but that’s 
been fixed this year with a very capable tandem of Cam Talbot and 
Kaapo Kahkonen. All it took was for the team to get completely average 
goaltending to realize its potential. Oh, and some guy named Kirill 
Kaprizov? Yeah, he’s pretty good, too. 

New Jersey 

First half schedule strength: 0.512 (26th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.535 (30th) 

This season might’ve been different with some good health, specifically 
for captain Nico Hischier. While it’s still clear the Devils aren’t ready for 
primetime just yet, they are doing as well as expected given the talent on 
the roster. They’re a little lower than initially expected, but that’s what 
happens when the team’s top center misses most of the season. They’re 
in a brutal division, too, and the end of the season will be extra difficult. 

Detroit 

First half schedule strength: 0.510 (21st) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.507 (18th) 

Last year, this model couldn’t fathom a team being as bad as the Red 
Wings. This year, there’s no question about it. But it helps that the team 
has regressed upward, to a 62-point season pace. That’s much closer to 
what they deserve. 

Boston 

First half schedule strength: 0.495 (13th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.492 (11th) 

The Bruins are playing at a 105-point pace, but it’s disappointing for a 
team expected to be the class of the East – even though they were 
projected to land roughly in this range to start. An elite top line, forward 
depth, a Norris-caliber defenseman and terrific goaltending all seem like 
a good mix. Instead, the Bruins have been a below-average club at five-
on-five, which is highly unusual for them. That’s on the team’s complete 
lack of offense, but given what we knew about their forward depth going 
in, that feels like an issue brought on by having four replacement-level 
defenders on the team. Boston has strong enough priors where a better 
second half feels likely, but the team’s defense group is holding the 
Bruins back. 

San Jose 

First half schedule strength: 0.506 (18th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.517 (23rd) 

Some hoped the team would bounce back after a major downslide last 
season, but it seems as if this is San Jose’s new home: at the bottom. 
The Sharks were projected to finish around 53 points at the beginning of 
the season and that’s almost exactly what they’re on pace for now. 

Minor Movement 

1.5-to-3 point difference 

St. Louis 

First half schedule strength: 0.458 (1st) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.532 (29th) 

The Blues won the Stanley Cup two seasons ago, but it’s difficult to see 
that version of the club anymore. Those Blues dominated possession. 
This team is at 47.6 percent, firmly in the league’s bottom 10, and that’s 
what’s driving the team’s projection lower than their current pace. I figure 
many would’ve expected just the opposite, as it’s been hard to fathom 
the Blues being this low in terms of points earned, but it’s getting harder 
to argue that the Blues are as strong as we thought they were. The other 
issue is that of the team’s remaining 24 games, six are against the 
Avalanche, four are against the Golden Knights and eight are against the 

Wild. St. Louis completely squandered its cushy first-half schedule – the 
easiest in the entire league – and will now have to earn every win going 
forward. St. Louis has the third-most difficult schedule going forward, the 
most drastic shift of any team. It’s going to be a battle, even with better 
health. 

Edmonton 

First half schedule strength: 0.494 (12th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.501 (17th) 

The Oilers are the only team in the league that hasn’t lost in overtime yet, 
only making it to the extra frame once this season. It’s highly unusual and 
something that should correct over time, leading to a few more loser 
points instead of wins. Edmonton is underrated and has a much stronger 
team than given credit for, but the current pace is a touch high – buoyed 
by Connor McDavid’s supernova season. He’s rated as the best player in 
the league by a fair margin, but maybe it’s not high enough and it’s 
possible he continues to sustain his torrid pace. That should allow 
Edmonton to keep its pace up. 

Anaheim 

First half schedule strength: 0.504 (17th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.528 (28th) 

A classic example of a bad team projected to be a little better than its 
current record. The Ducks don’t have much finishing talent, so scoring 
fewer than expected is, well, expected, but the majority of people likely 
expected more from the goaltending. John Gibson was once a premier 
netminder and started the season red hot, but ranks in the bottom 10 in 
goals saved above expected this season. He was negative last year, but 
a bounce-back felt likely. It hasn’t been the case and while the model has 
significantly soured on him, it’s not enough to have him down as low as 
he’s been this season.  

Arizona 

First half schedule strength: 0.513 (27th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.476 (4th) 

There’s a sizeable difference between Arizona’s actual goal rate and 
expected goal rate, the basis of most expectations for regression in either 
direction. The loss of Darcy Kuemper hurts a lot and with him coming 
back soon, the Coyotes should be able to find themselves back in the win 
column in short order. It’ll be tough to surge into a fight for fourth place, 
but there are some strong players here capable of propelling this team 
forward. What the team really has going for it is a soft schedule with 13 
games remaining against the various dreck of California. Arizona 
survived a very tough first half, and now it’s time to take advantage of a 
much easier second half. 

Vancouver 

First half schedule strength: 0.526 (30th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.509 (20th) 

The Canucks had an absolutely rocky start, but there’s reason to believe 
in them a bit more now and that’s entirely on goaltender Thatcher 
Demko. The model believes he’s one of the league’s very best goalies 
thanks to the hot run he’s on, and it seems as if the organization made 
the right call in not re-signing Jacob Markstrom. Since Demko has taken 
over the net, the team has strung some wins together, completely riding 
his coattails. Once Elias Pettersson returns from injury, the team should 
look like a decent squad again, a pyrrhic victory in what will likely end up 
being a lost season. 

Calgary 

First half schedule strength: 0.511 (24th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.492 (12th) 

Looking at the roster, it’s difficult to imagine the Flames being this bad. 
They should be better, right? They should be stronger at even strength, 
have a stronger power play and have better goaltending. None of it has 
come together for them, but the model still maintains a belief in the roster 
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that there’s room for a turnaround. The Flames have been a stronger 
possession team since Geoff Ward was fired, but the inconsistency has 
been frustrating, to say the least. I believe they’ll be better, but the 
playoffs will still be very tough regardless. Their schedule gets easier at 
least. 

Dallas 

First half schedule strength: 0.484 (8th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.482 (6th) 

Last year’s Stanley Cup finalists have had a very tough time this season. 
The Stars actually have a higher expected goals percentage than the 
Lightning at five-on-five, but haven’t been able to turn that advantage into 
many wins this season. Chalk it up to the league’s worst record in one-
goal games, a 3-5-8 record, which is the primary cause for their current 
standing. Combine that with various injury issues plus a compressed 
schedule and the Stars have had it very rough this season. But if there’s 
any team to bet on having a second-half surge, it’s them. They deserve a 
better fate and once they get back to health should be able to string 
enough wins together to climb into the fourth seed in the Central. 

Nashville 

First half schedule strength: 0.503 (16th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.474 (3rd) 

The Predators looked like an average team coming into the season, but 
have played like anything but. Nashville is a mess, but this still seems 
like a group that should have more to show for its roster than the current 
record. Juuse Saros is back and playing his best hockey of the season 
while Roman Josi has returned from injury, too. At 49.2 percent, the 
Predators aren’t exactly a bad possession team either, they’re just 
getting unlucky converting. Their fortunes should turn around a bit in the 
second half, especially with a much easier schedule, and it should mean 
a strong close to the season. 

Sizeable Shift 

3-to-5 point difference 

Winnipeg 

First half schedule strength: 0.522 (22nd) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.508 (19th) 

Is the model wrong about Winnipeg? Almost definitely. Is Winnipeg a 
103-point team? Probably not. That’s the balance that needs to be struck 
here as we try and reconcile what to make of this model-defying team. 
The Jets have shown over the past two seasons that they can sustain a 
goals percentage well above expected, but even with that in mind, the 
Jets are still only average at five-on-five. It’s hard to have that much faith 
in that, so the expectation is for the team to fall back down to earth a bit, 
especially with a lot of games left against the Leafs – though Winnipeg 
has had Toronto’s number a bit this year. 

Carolina 

First half schedule strength: 0.483 (7th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.480 (5th) 

The Hurricanes are a very strong team, the biggest threat to Tampa Bay 
in the Central, but that’s going to be a tough pace to maintain. It would be 
tough for any team not named Tampa Bay or Colorado, and it applies to 
each of the top three teams in the Central that are winning far too often 
this season. That division should see some tightening up down the 
stretch. Usually, Carolina is one of the league’s best possession teams, 
but its record this season is actually buoyed a lot more by finishing and 
strong goaltending. The Hurricanes are only ninth in expected goals 
percentage at five-on-five this season and that makes the current record 
a bit harder to trust. Not impossible, but it’s a change of pace from past 
seasons that put a market correction into the realm of possibility. At five-
on-five, the Hurricanes’ goal percentage was 1.4 percentage points lower 
last season compared to two percentage points higher this year. They 
have a better team, but that difference is worth keeping in mind. 

Rangers 

First half schedule strength: 0.510 (22nd) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.494 (13th) 

You may not realize this, but the Rangers’ goal differential this season is 
two less than the Capitals and one more than the Bruins. Granted, that’s 
buoyed plenty by a 9-0 victory, but teams can’t control how and when the 
goals come, and it was a bit unlucky for New York they all came at once. 
Sequencing has a huge effect on the standings, as many focus on wins 
and losses even though goal differential tells a more accurate story. 
Having the league’s third-worst record in one-goal games is really hurting 
the Rangers who look more like an above-average team than a below-
average one. Their collection of strong shooters to go along with elite 
goaltending deserve a much better fate than their current pace. Igor 
Shesterkin should be back soon and Mika Zibanejad is beginning to heat 
up. It likely won’t be enough to make the playoffs, but a strong second 
half seems very likely for the Rangers. 

Tampa Bay 

First half schedule strength: 0.465 (2nd) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.460 (1st) 

The defending Stanley Cup champions are a powerhouse. They’ve 
dominated seasons before so their insane record shouldn’t be a shock – 
it was only two years ago they put up 130. But to be on pace for the 
equivalent of a 127-point season without their best player is just absurd 
in every way imaginable. There’s a chance the Lightning keep it up, but 
they’ve got to start losing some games at some point, right? 

Drastic Deviation 

Five-point difference or more 

Islanders 

First half schedule strength: 0.488 (9th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.526 (27th) 

The Islanders are always in this section – because my model is usually a 
stubborn idiot about them. This year is different. Finally, the model is 
recognizing the Islander’s greatness because finally, the numbers align 
with what fans have seen for years: this is a good hockey team. Good is 
underselling it actually – they might be the best team in the East. They’re 
analytics darlings – and yet here they are, once again, primed for 
regression. Sigh. 

The model doesn’t hate the Islanders anymore, it’s just hard to predict 
any team to play at a 114-point pace the rest of the way. It’s literally just 
Colorado and Tampa Bay. That’s it. As you’ll notice from the teams listed 
above and below that are expected to fall back down to earth a bit, it’s a 
lot of elite teams that have been winning a few more games than they 
should. The model expects New York to play at a 96-point pace the rest 
of the way.  

That’s on strength of schedule and the loss of Anders Lee. The trade 
deadline will change the arithmetic and it wouldn’t be a shock to see the 
team maintain a 100-plus point pace considering how much they control 
play. The model is still adjusting to their newfound puck possession 
dominance, too. This team is the real deal, but the current pace is a little 
much and the second half will be a real tough test with a bottom-five 
schedule. 

Washington 

First half schedule strength: 0.516 (28th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.520 (25th) 

Same story. Different team. Last year Capitals fans felt Washington’s 
place on this list was a little controversial and likely to be wrong from the 
model that always thinks the sky is falling in Washington. Last year it 
turned out to be bang-on in forecasting a downturn for the Capitals. At 
the time the team was at a 120-point pace. After the article was posted, 
they went 12-11-3. They were even more pitiful in the playoffs. 

That was under Todd Reirden, who coached the team to a below-
average power play and a 52 percent goals rate that was less than two 
percent higher than expected. That’s not how the Capitals historically win 
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games – they have a dominant power play and massively outperform 
expectations. This season, they’re back on that level and the model is 
back to liking them a fair bit for it. Just … not as much as their current 
record, which is buoyed a bit by the league’s best record in one-goal 
games. 

Like the Islanders, the Capitals are indeed a very strong team, but the 
current point pace will be a bit difficult to maintain. Well, it would be for a 
normal team. The Capitals are anything but, and to be honest, I hope 
they keep doing this for the remainder of the season so the model 
continues to learn and love them the way they should. Washington was 
legitimately overrated last season, but the Capitals are back for real this 
year. 

Florida 

First half schedule strength: 0.469 (3rd) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.500 (16th) 

The Panthers are a legitimately good team – just not 116-point good. In 
the salary cap era, there have been only 20 teams to finish with a point 
pace higher than 115, or a little less than two per season. This year there 
are five at the moment and it’s likely three of them aren’t going to make 
the cut. Florida is a good bet to be one of those teams. 

The model’s main disbelief is in goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky, who 
continues to allow more goals than expected this season, yet still has a 
sterling record. The team in front has bailed him out when needed and 
that’s led to an exorbitant record that doesn’t match their current plus-18 
goal differential. That’s eighth-best in the league, one lower than the 
Oilers, who don’t get nearly the same reverence. Records can lie and 
that’s one way to spot an outlier. Florida also benefitted from the third-
easiest schedule in the league. Things only get more difficult down the 
stretch. 

Vegas 

First half schedule strength: 0.483 (6th) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.517 (24th) 

With a 22-7-1 record, only one other team has a higher current points 
percentage than Vegas, which is on pace to win 41 of 56 games this 
season. The Golden Knights are on a 123-point normal season pace 
despite dealing with some injury issues and it’s simply difficult for any 
team to maintain that pace. 

Part of that is good fortune, specifically from goaltending where the team 
has saved over 12 goals more than expected, but the bigger reason likely 
falls on sequencing. Consider that the Golden Knights are on pace to 
finish five points ahead of the Avalanche, but have a goal differential two 
goals worse. That doesn’t really add up.  

The other issue might be the model struggling a bit with the new Golden 
Knights, the ones who can finish. This year they’ve scored 100 goals on 
92.5 expected after finishing nearly 14 below last season. Finishing has 
been a major problem over the last two seasons and those priors still 
affect Vegas’ projected strength, as the model still has some memory of 
a team that struggled to score. After just 30 games, it’s difficult to throw 
that memory away entirely. That, sequencing, and injuries are why 
there’s some expectation for Vegas’ record to pull back a bit. Schedule 
strength is also crucial here as Vegas goes from six easiest to seventh 
hardest. 

Buffalo 

First half schedule strength: 0.510 (23rd) 

Second half schedule strength: 0.538 (31st) 

There is only one reason Buffalo is here: no team should be this bad. 
They’re the only team above 90 percent towards one way or the other, 
but even that doesn’t feel safe with how bad the Sabres have looked. 

The Sabres have lost 14 straight games and are playing at a normal 
season pace of 44 points. Last year’s pathetically pitiful Red Wings were 
at 45 points. It simply doesn’t compute, and the team’s current 34.8 
percent goal rate at five-on-five would be the worst of any team since 
2007-08. Considering their expected goals percentage is over 10 
percentage points higher, Buffalo is a pretty safe regression candidate 

and should win more in the second half than it has in the first half. 
Assuming Jack Eichel returns at some point. Hell, there have been worse 
Sabres teams that have won more often than this one. 

The Sabres should win more, but that’s on math and ability. Sometimes 
the human spirit matters more, and any semblance of that seems to 
evaporate with everything Buffalo touches. It’s hard to win when your 
soul has been sucked out and crushed into a million pieces, so it’ll be 
interesting to see what prevails here. Buffalo winning at least six more 
games is very mathematically likely, but it sure doesn’t feel that way 
when watching the Sabres. Good thing they have the toughest remaining 
schedule of any team. Oh boy. 
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The Athletic / Don’t give the NHL credit for firing referee Tim Peel — 
demand more 

 

By Sean Gentille Mar 24, 2021 

 

It was an odd, unfamiliar feeling to have so early in the morning: “Wow, 
the NHL got something right.” 

That was the initial reaction to the 9:36 a.m. email, at least. Tim Peel — 
who’d got caught dropping his funny-until-you-think-about-it make-up call 
explanation a night earlier — was done. He wouldn’t referee another 
game. Got publicly scolded by Colin Campbell and everything. Gee whiz. 

Swift action against officiating malfeasance? Any action against 
officiating malfeasance? It seemed too good to be true, and borderline 
disorienting. In the light of day, though — after coffee and next-level 
thought, or whatever — it got less impressive. In a hurry. 

Call it for what it is: The NHL taking a previous subject of public scorn 
and league discipline and shoving his second foot out the door. Peel was 
already due to retire this year. The gold watch is just coming a little 
earlier than he’d have liked. Blame the hot mic; you can bet that’s what 
plenty of other folks are doing. 

There’s every reason to think that’s where it ends — a home-run trot after 
a belt-high meatball — because the NHL has never given us a reason to 
think otherwise. For every effort the league has made to drag itself out of 
the primordial goo, there’s always a clear, 100-decibel counterbalance. 
There are always things that it can’t get right, or won’t, and the sentiment 
of Peel’s mini-soliloquy isn’t at the top of the list, but it’s close. 

The fact that it was, in fact, Peel is almost too good to be true; chronicling 
his mistakes was a hockey-blogging cottage industry for years, and he’d 
already been suspended for having drinks with Greg Wyshynski, one of 
his biggest, most correct critics. That was five years ago. He was still 
working games, because … who knows, really? 

Firing him now, though, or whatever we’re supposed to say the NHL did, 
fixes nothing. At all. It could be a first step toward something better, but 
only if the league is willing to see the current system for what it is: Tim 
Peel said what Tim Peel said because he felt comfortable saying it. Tim 
Peel did what Tim Peel did — making a bogus call against the Predators 
because he wanted to even up the number of penalties — because he 
felt comfortable doing it. 

Sending Peel to an early retirement is simple. Figuring out how and why 
this issue became normalized, less so. But it’s the job, and the 
responsibility, of league executives to recognize how embarrassing all 
this is — or should be. To reiterate: They just had a ref get busted 
admitting, on television, that he made something up for … reasons. A fair 
game is one with an equal number of penalties. The real surprise might 
be that it took so long; it’s a weird bit of dissonance, to have that sort of 
thing confirmed after years of just assuming it to be true without concrete 
proof. 

Not that we don’t all know make-up calls when we see them; one of the 
best parts about watching televised games is hearing color 
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commentators — ex-players, to a man — saying stuff along the lines of, 
“Ah yeah, you could feel that one coming.” Ah yeah, it was time for a paid 
game official to make something up. No actual infractions, just vibes. Red 
Wings on the power play, after the break. 

It’s beneficial, from time to time, to remember just how insane this is. 
That goes for players, coaches, media and fans — and it should go for 
league executives, too. It’s as ridiculous as it is long-standing, and it’s 
their fault. 

Dumping Tim Peel won’t change that. What could? Top-down realization 
of the problem. Understanding that each team, in fact, does not commit 
the same number of penalties in each game, internalizing that fact, and 
going from there. That should be Goal No. 1. It sounds simple; it clearly 
is not. So … good luck, I suppose. 

Beyond that, it’ll take devising a system that acknowledges mistakes by 
officials and opens them up to legitimate avenues of criticism. If they 
want an example, they can look at the NBA. Shielding refs — coddling 
refs, in fact — only creates space for conspiracy theories. Which, as 
we’ve learned, are sometimes true. Come up with an NHL version of the 
two-minute report. Make officials explain themselves when the situation 
calls for it. Hold them accountable in a real, public way. If you’re trying to 
fix anything, say so. Virtually every other big-time sport does this. 

The elephant in the room, by the way, is gambling; league betting 
partners can’t be thrilled that an official just copped to thumbing the 
scale. I’ve been there myself already — “Can’t live-bet on that one, it’s a 
two-goal game late and there’s a penalty disparity.” I got lucky in a 
Flames-Senators game earlier this season. Shan’t be making that same 
mistake again. Certainly not in the playoffs. 

We can go down the list; even-up calls spit in the face of star players. 
Sorry for ignoring that hook, Mr. McDavid. We know we called it earlier, 
but it’s the third-period now. They spit in the face of every player. They 
make games confusing, and dumber, and worse, and the league, based 
on decades of evidence, is OK with that … unless a ref says it too close 
to a boom mic. 

What Peel said wasn’t shocking. The NHL’s initial approach might’ve 
been. The biggest surprise of all would be if anything else — any other 
act of public acknowledgement — comes down the pike. I’m not 
expecting any more emails, though. Nobody should. 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: 12 excuses to have ready for when 
your NHL team makes a bad trade 

 

By Sean McIndoe Mar 24, 2021  

 

We’re weeks away from the trade deadline, which is just about the best 
time of year for a hockey fan. Right now, everyone has hope. It comes in 
different forms, depending on how things are going for your favorite 
team, but it’s there. Whether your team is looking to start a rebuild or add 
some key pieces or just find that one last player that will make them Cup 
favorites, this is the moment. Any day now, they can make the trade that 
turns it all around. 

Unless they screw it all up. 

That’s the downside of trading, right? When they work, there’s nothing 
better. But sometimes they don’t, and a deal becomes that one mistake 
that sets a franchise back years, or worse. Often, it can take years before 
we realize a team has messed up. But not always. Sometimes, we know 
right away, because a trade is just terrible. It gets announced, there’s 
immediate confusion that it can’t be right, the smart people start asking 
questions, the GM is doing deer-in-the-headlights interviews, and 
suddenly even the most loyal fans begin to realize things have gone 
horribly wrong. 

That’s where the excuses come in. It’s a defense mechanism, mostly, 
with a little bit of homer self-preservation mixed in. When your team has 
screwed up and you know it, you really have two options. You can 
embrace the misery and start calling for everyone to be fired. Or you can 
start trying to convince yourself that it’s not so bad. 

I’m a Leafs fan, so I have plenty of experience in this area. So today, in 
anticipation of the trades to come in the next few weeks, I want to walk 
you through some of the excuses that are available to you under different 
scenarios. Not all of these will apply to every team or every situation, but 
I’m pretty sure there’s something here for everyone. 

Remember, it’s important to be prepared. Here’s hoping you won’t have 
to use any of these over the next few weeks. But given who’s in charge 
of some of your favorite teams, you’re going to want to be ready. 

He Just Needs a Change of Scenery 

Who says it: Every fan who just watched their team trade for a guy who’s 
been terrible this year. 

It goes something like: “OK, sure, it seems like we gave up too much 
based on the season this guy is having. But maybe he just needs a 
change of scenery. Surely he’ll improve once he’s on a new team where 
he doesn’t know the system or have any chemistry with any teammates. 
Huh, that sounded better in my head.” 

What it means: Nobody really knows, but that hasn’t hurt this one’s 
popularity. It’s basically included in the starter pack for fan excuses, and 
the nice thing is that it can even be used preemptively on players who 
are only rumored to be on the trade block. 

Has it ever come true? Sure, like three times in NHL history, so you can’t 
rule it out. Just don’t get your hopes up. 

Don’t mess it up by replying: “Is it really a change of scenery if it’s during 
a pandemic and nobody is allowed to leave the team hotel?” 

Too Many Prospects 

Who says it: A fan of a team who just seemed to give up way too many 
future assets for a rental who may not even be very good. 

It goes something like: “On the surface it may seem like we gave up way 
too much. But here’s the thing, we can afford it because we have so 
many prospects. Too many, really.” 

What it means: That the person knows how to Google the name of their 
team and “Pronman.” 

The problem with this line of thinking is that every team has a lot of 
prospects. It would be almost impossible not to. There isn’t a single NHL 
team that’s icing an AHL lineup with 10 guys because that’s all they could 
find, or passing on every draft pick. You’re supposed to have prospects, 
and some of them will even be good. 

But do you have too many? Or at least, so many that you can afford to 
part with them at a discount? It’s not impossible, and it’s a nice problem 
to have, but it won’t apply to roughly 90 percent of the teams this excuse 
gets made for. 

Don’t mess it up by replying: “Hey, why does Pronman use the term 
‘future ECHL depth piece upside’ six times on his top 10 list?” 

The Veteran Presence in the Room 

Who says it: The fan of any team that just gave up way too much for a 
guy who’s way too old. Also, that team’s coach and GM, probably. 

It goes something like: “This guy might not be any good anymore … on 
the ice. But what about in the room? Got to have guys that are good in 
the room. This guy is good in the room.” 

What it means: He’s old and bad but probably has a Cup ring. 

Look, we all know the deal. NHL teams love their Gritty Veterans who 
have Lots Of Compete and who Just Know How To Win. They will 
absolutely pay a premium to add those guys at this time of year, even if 
they’ve spent the entire season skating around dragging a giant fork 
sticking out of the small of their back. 
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Sometimes there’s even some truth to it. I’m not going to knock it, 
because I’m the guy who writes love notes to OGWACs every season. 
But yeah, fans will overdo this one. 

Side note: I love when old guys are described as a “presence in the 
room” because it makes it sound like they’ve died and are now haunting 
the rink. 

Don’t mess it up by replying: “Do you mean the trainer’s room, because 
that’s where he’s spent pretty much this entire season.” 

Something Something Expansion Draft? 

Who says it: These days? Pretty much everyone. 

It goes something like: “Look, this trade might not make sense on the 
surface, but clearly they’re doing it because (gestures vaguely at 
existence of expansion draft) so that explains it.” 

What it means: Whatever the person saying it wants it to mean, and don’t 
think about it any further. 

Did the team give away a good player for next to nothing? OK, but they 
might have lost him in the expansion draft, so at least they got 
something, right? (And now get to lose somebody else instead, but let’s 
not worry about that.) 

Did they give up way too much to get a rental? OK, but he has an 
expiring contract so he doesn’t need to be protected in the expansion 
draft. (You know, just like any other player that won’t be on the team 
anymore.) 

Did they trade a draft pick for another draft pick? Uh … expansion draft? 
(We have always been at war with the expansion draft.) 

Don’t mess it up by replying: “Good point, making trades based on the 
expansion draft worked out great for the 2017 Panthers.” 

Top Secret Analytics 

Who says it: This one’s available to anyone, but it’s especially valuable 
for fans of teams that are known to have invested heavily in analytics. 
They have a whole section of their front office devoted to it. You trust 
those guys, right? 

It goes something like: “Sure, they just acquired a guy whose underlying 
numbers seem to be terrible. But what if they’re not? What if the team 
has some secret numbers that nobody else knows about that prove this 
player is actually good?” 

What it means: Let’s be honest, most of us still don’t understand a lot of 
these numbers, and as soon as we do the smart people just come up 
with some new ones and tell us the old ones don’t work anymore. It’s not 
that hard to imagine that the folks who actually do this for a living might 
be a step ahead. It gets slightly harder when they use that knowledge to 
acquire Cody Ceci, but it can still be done. 

Don’t mess it up by replying: “Hey, isn’t your team’s whole analytics 
department just the owner’s unemployed nephew holding a calculator 
that says 55378008?” 

To Be Continued 

Who says it: This one’s more of an offseason play, but any fan who’s 
desperate enough can probably find a way to break it out for a 
midseason deal. 

It goes something like: “OK, this trade doesn’t make much sense … yet. 
But what if there’s a secret second part to it that we don’t know about 
yet? Once this guy’s signing bonus gets paid, or that guy clears waivers, 
or a third team gets involved, or we get past the Seattle draft, or (some 
weird theory that’s literally never happened before) … then we’ll get the 
other half of the deal and then it will all make sense.” 

What it means: This fan watches too many M. Night Shyamalan movies. 

Don’t mess it up by replying: “Is there also a secret second part to your 
theory where you don’t sound like an imbecile?” 

He’ll Be Back 

Who says it: The fan of any team that trades away a popular pending 
UFA at the deadline without getting much in return. 

It goes something like: “Don’t worry about the trade, there’s clearly 
already a secret handshake deal that the player will re-sign in the 
offseason.” 

What it means: This is the milder and more specific cousin of the To Be 
Continued. And in fairness, the returning UFA thing has happened a few 
times in the cap era, with guys like Keith Tkachuk, Doug Weight, and 
more recently Antoine Vermette. But most times, it’s just wishful thinking 
after fans have watched a popular player leave without much coming 
back the other way. 

Don’t mess it up by replying: “Hey, did you see he just signed an 
extension with the new team 10 minutes ago?” 

It’s All About the Cap Floor 

Who says it: Most times, fans of teams that are already way above the 
cap floor. 

It goes something like: “That guy makes how much? Uh … wow. OK, that 
contract is terrible, but hey, we have to reach the cap floor, right? Please 
tell me it’s that.” 

What it means: The fan hasn’t noticed that their team is already past the 
cap floor, and has been for a while. 

(Seriously, every NHL team is at least $10 million over the floor, please 
stop saying this to justify bad contracts.) 

Don’t mess it up by replying: … with a link to CapFriendly. 

It’s a Weak Draft Year 

Who says it: Literally every fan who just watched their team trade away a 
first-round pick. 

It goes something like: “Sure, a first sounds like a lot to give up, but I 
heard that it’s a weak draft year so really it ends up being more like a 
fourth.” 

What it means: Nothing, because you can say this any year. I can 
remember Leafs fans being sure that the Owen Nolan trade would be OK 
because the 2003 draft would end up being weak, and like the first 90 
guys chosen that year are all going to the Hall of Fame. 

Bonus points for any fan who uses this one on a pick outside the first 
round. Really, you’ve done the scouting and you think this class will have 
a weaker than average sixth round? Fantastic, thanks, Central Scouting. 

(By the way, I’m looking forward to a unique variation of this one that 
we’ll hear this year: The 2021 draft is so hard to scout that really, it’s all 
going to be random and a first-round pick is the same as a seventh and it 
doesn’t matter what we gave up. Book it, this one is coming.) 

Don’t mess it up by replying: “No but seriously, why did that guy in a 
Maple Leafs Owen Nolan jersey just start twitching?” 

The Retroactively Wacky Trade Tree 

Who says it: Grizzled older fans who overhear you talking about how 
much you hate some obviously awful trade from a decade (or more) ago. 

It goes something like: “Oh, you think they lost that trade? Well have you 
considered that (begins unfolding enormous flowchart) …” 

What it means: OK, first of all, this one is a bit of an outlier for this piece 
because it can’t be used immediately, so it won’t help you in the coming 
weeks. But I still wanted to mention it, because it might be my favorite. 
Seriously, I’m not even being ironic, I love these. 

It’s the sheer brainpower that has to go into something like this that 
makes it impressive, and for that reason, it’s almost never something that 
just one person comes up with — rather, it’s a collective effort across an 
entire fan base that grows and morphs over time, eventually taking on a 
life of its own. Reddit and hfboards are like a petri dish for this sort of 
thing. 

The end result goes something like this: Sure, the trade seems bad on 
paper, especially in hindsight. But you know that one veteran guy they 
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picked up as a throw-in, who came over and was a healthy scratch by the 
end of his first season? They traded him that summer for a sixth-round 
pick. And that pick turned into another player who wasn’t very good, but 
they traded him for a minor-league defenseman, and then that guy was 
traded for a conditional fifth, and that fifth was traded for a veteran 
forward who was overpaid and terrible and was eventually bought out. 
But they used the cap space from that buyout to help pay for somebody 
good, so when you really think about it WE WON THE TRADE. 

There will never be a better version of this than a Bruins fan explaining 
why the Joe Thornton trade was actually good. 

Don’t mess it up by replying: At all. Seriously, don’t even try to get a word 
in, once these people get rolling there’s no stopping them. 

The Past Connection 

Who says it: Any fan who knows their history, and knows the deep and 
intertwining connections that can link players. Or anyone that reads too 
many comic book origin stories. 

It goes something like: “Oh cool, this guy was linemates with one of our 
guys in junior. Or our GM was the head scout that drafted him a decade 
ago. Or our coach had him one year at the World Championships. Or …” 

What it means: Not much, in all likelihood, because you can find 
connections like this for virtually any player who’s been around long 
enough. Most of them are meaningless in the context of what’s going to 
help a team today. 

The real appeal here is to see how far somebody will go. If you start 
hearing about the player’s minor hockey days, or his dad being former 
roommates with somebody, you know it’s getting good. 

Don’t mess it up by replying: “He’ll probably also get along well with your 
starting goalie, since they were both on the waiver wire together a month 
ago.” 

Um, I Think They Know What They’re Doing 

Who says it: The fan who has run down the rest of the list and can’t find 
anything else to use, and is getting desperate. 

It goes something like: “Excuse me, are you an NHL GM? No? Didn’t 
think so. I think I’ll trust our guy, who has decades of experience in the 
hockey world and has worked in dozens of jobs, all of which were given 
to him by ex-teammates and golfing buddies.” 

What it means: When all else fails, this is your “break open in case of 
emergency” option. 

This is the hockey version of the old “appeal to authority” fallacy that 
shows up just about everywhere, and it’s not completely unjustified. 
Plenty of GMs are indeed smart guys, and most of them have forgotten 
more about the NHL than the average fan (or media member) will ever 
know. But that doesn’t mean they’re always right, and if the only 
argument a fan can come up with to defend a move is to assume that 
200 hockey men can’t be wrong, they’re probably in for a very depressing 
surprise. 

Don’t mess it up by replying: “Your all-knowing GM just finished his post-
trade press conference and has spent the last 15 minutes pulling on a 
door labelled ‘push.’” 

Honorable Mentions 

“He’s a hometown boy.” 

“The guy we traded away is a bum anyway, even though I said he was 
amazing yesterday.” 

“It’s OK, we can just convert him into a center.” 

“I heard our homer radio announcer say it was a good move.” 

“Hey, everybody criticized (some trade from decades ago) at the time 
and that turned out OK.” 

“I mean, he’s still got decent ratings in NHL ’21.” 

“He’s always played well in our building.” 

“It’s fine, the cap will go up.” (RIP to this legend, 2005-2020.) 

And probably a few more that I’m missing. Hit me in the comments with 
your favorite go-to excuse. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames season on brink after gut-wrenching loss to 
Senators 

 

March 24, 2021, 9:53 PM 

 

In the early stages of the Calgary Flames’ latest faceplant against the 
Ottawa Senators, Kyle Dubas sat alone at Canadian Tire Centre, taking 
notes on a possible trade partner. 

Surely the Leafs GM figured it was worth it to see a few players up close 
who are sure to be made available at the trade deadline from a seventh-
place Senators squad. 

By night’s end, it was evident the more likely trade partner could be the 
Calgary Flames, who are moving perilously closer to becoming sellers. 

Calgary’s season on the brink hit a new low Wednesday. 

In desperate search of a solution to their scoring woes, the only thing the 
Flames seem capable of finding nowadays are new ways to lose. 

Entering the third period with a 1-0 lead and a 13-0-0 record when 
leading after two, the new, defence-first Flames failed to preserve the 
win. 

An early third-period goal in the midst of a 13-minute stretch without a 
Flames shot on goal set the stage for Chris Tierney’s second-straight 
game-winner with eight minutes remaining in a game that ended 3-1. 

It sends the lads limping home with three-straight losses on a four-game 
roadie that leave the Flames four back of a fourth-place Montreal team 
that has three games in hand. 

“It’s not easy losing two here,” said Dillon Dube when asked if his 15-16-
3 club had hit rock bottom. 

“We had the game in our favour going into the third and it got away from 
us. So it’s tough. It’s not what you want for sure.” 

As has been the case in all eight outings under Darryl Sutter, the effort 
was there. A desperate, determined Flames club held its own in yet 
another, plodding defensive battle that was decided by a few tiny 
mistakes late in the game. 

But looking at the big picture, the Flames struggled to get just one goal in 
each game against a rookie netminder making his first two NHL starts on 
a young, last-place team that has allowed far more goals than any club in 
the NHL. 

It sets up what could be a terrifying trio of visits from Winnipeg starting 
Friday that has the potential to all but mathematically eliminate a Flames 
team that still has 22 games left. 

“Right now we’re really feeling this one and letting it sink in,” said Dube, 
who was instrumental in the forecheck and net-front traffic that allowed 
Mark Giordano’s point blast to carom off Alex Formenton 13 minutes into 
the second period. 

“We can’t just move one, you’ve got to feel this and let it motivate you for 
the next one. We’ve got to go home and come strong and take care of 
that first game. That’s all we need to worry about – we can’t get 
ourselves stressed out here and worry about all those 14 games.” 

The 14 games he’s referring to are the number of home contests 
remaining for a Flames team that almost certainly will need 16 wins to 
challenge for a playoff spot. 
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The club is 8-5-1 at home this year and has given no reason to believe 
that without the aid of 18,000 frothy fans urging them on, they can 
somehow turn this ship around in dramatic fashion. 

Sutter once again felt his team played well, despite losing to a team that 
every other club in the north outside of Montreal has feasted on. 

They made a 22-year-old goalie feel comfortable despite dealing with a 
condition that causes numbness in his hands when he’s stressed. 

Perhaps the Flames should be checked for a similar condition after 
scoring just twice in their last three games. 

“For long stretches of the game we were playing the right way - we’re 
checking hard and the effort is there,” said Giordano, whose club has 
claimed five of a possible 14 points from Ottawa. 

“It’s about getting chances and finishing them. Three pretty hard-fought 
games (on the trip) but our inability to finish our chances is pretty much 
the difference.” 

On Wednesday, the Senators completed their comeback at the tail end of 
a lengthy clinic in the Calgary zone against a newly-formed line of Milan 
Lucic, Elias Lindholm and Sam Bennet that saw Noah Hanifin on for 
more than three minutes before losing his check on the winning rebound. 

As Sutter pointed out, the team had three chances to clear the zone, but 
failed. 

“Both games (in Ottawa) feel similar – we didn’t have the ability to lock it 
down when we needed to in the final minutes there,” said Giordano. 

“It’s tough. This (was) a big trip for us. We’ve got to make plays under 
pressure in all three zones, and that’s the difference.” 

The early optimism that came with Sutter’s hire is gone, as the team is 4-
4 with him here. 

On Wednesday he implemented significant line changes, with the same 
result. 

Matthew Tkachuk, Mikael Backlund and Andrew Mangiapane were 
reunited, while Dube played with Sean Monahan and Johnny Gaudreau. 

To no avail. 

One game after throwing 71 shot attempts at the Senators, the Flames 
threw 67 Wednesday, which included 29 that needed to be stopped by 
Filip Gustavsson. 

Only three were considered high-danger chances by 
NaturalStatTrick.com. 

Not good enough. 

Words we’ve heard far too often from the players themselves, some of 
whom should start to wonder how much longer they’ll be in Calgary. 
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Sportsnet.ca / What players, coaches say about referees, game 
management, make up calls 

 

Rory Boylen 

 

The Tim Peel incident from Tuesday night is the hot button (mic?) topic 
right now, and for good reason. It's a terrible look for the NHL to have 
one of its on-ice officials audibly note his desire to give one team a 
penalty, no matter the context. Especially with legalized gambling on the 
horizon, it could become problematic. 

But there does seem to be some confusion over what the core issue is. 
The terms "game management" and "make up calls" have been thrown 
around almost interchangeably when, in fact, they are not necessarily the 
same thing. 

It's no secret that game management is a referee strategy, and not just at 
the NHL level. It's taught and encouraged. But game management 
should mostly be about communication and keeping things under control. 
Former NHL referee Paul Stewart talked a bit about this with Mark 
Spector today in his piece. It should be game dependent, too. If there are 
a couple emotional and physical teams going at it, game management 
should be aimed to make sure the situation doesn't spiral out of control, 
while at the same time acknowledging that in a game where both teams 
are playing it hard, perhaps the standard for a low end penalty shifts 
somewhat. 

More important than setting a strict season-long standard, perhaps, is 
sticking to a standard within a game or within a playoff series and not 
changing course halfway through. That does nothing but confuse and 
frustrate players. 

Some games might not need managing at all. Tuesday's Detroit-
Nashville game looked like it should have been one of those. There was 
nothing to manage. Only a single penalty was called in the first, there 
was no heightened emotion or risk. If the penalty that was called on 
Viktor Arvidsson was supposed to be game management, it sure looked 
closer to mismanagement -- though, again, we don't have a full view of 
the picture. 

But on the surface at least, it didn't accomplish what "game 
management" should set out to. 

"Let's talk about the calibre of the game, the potential calibre of the 
game," former NHL referee Bryan Lewis said on Writers Bloc. "Say the 
Rangers play the Islanders, or Philly plays Washington or Edmonton 
plays Calgary, games we can think of in advance that are going to be 
tough hockey games. I don't need (former ref) Scotty Morrison to call me 
saying 'Bryan you better be ready' -- I am. So my intensity goes up a bit. 
Therefore I'm looking for and want to maintain control from the moment I 
drop the puck until the last whistle is blown in the game. I don't sense this 
happened here. There's nothing to indicate it was a tough hockey game, 
nothing to indicate it was going to be a tough hockey game. Two teams 
that are not in the playoffs. It's one of those games you should enjoy." 

What proper game management shouldn't be is forcing the issue to keep 
penalty calls even, or close to it, no matter the transgression. 

Make-up calls are also a reality, and might follow a missed call, or a bad 
call. We all make mistakes, though, so why compound one miss with 
another? Innocent missed calls should even out over time due to human 
error and we live with that to some degree in every sport. 

But aiming to call a penalty on one team just to keep the overall power 
play splits in the game even or close to it? Or calling a penalty to make 
up for a missed one earlier? That should not be how game management 
is defined or thought about. These two ideas should be separated, in a 
perfect world. Even up calls, in fact, shouldn't be a thing and, to me, is 
the real problem here. 

"The key word here is marginal penalties," Lewis said. "We don't want 
marginal penalties in any game, the players don't want them." 

This was the penalty at the centre of Tuesday's uproar, when Arvidsson 
was called for tripping. 

It's all about how standards for management are set, directed and 
supported on a grand league-wide scale. Not every game needs to be 
called the exact same way for officials to be effective, but mistakes 
should be admitted to and moved on from. Not made up with two minutes 
later. 

So with that in mind, various players and coaches around the league 
were asked for their takes on the Tuesday incident, game management 
and makeup calls. Here is some of what they said... 

NATE THOMPSON, WINNIPEG JETS 

"I think if you look at every sport, we're probably the only sport really 
where games are managed. It's a tough job, those guys are in a tough 
spot. That's the biggest thing every player wants. We want consistency. If 
you're calling penalties consistently or if you're letting guys play I think 
that's what guys want. I don't think they want it to change from game to 
game, you want consistency night in night out." 

ROD BRIND'AMOUR, CAROLINA HURRICANES HEAD COACH 
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"Watch the games. Watch what happens at the end of games. If a team's 
up, seems to get a power play for the team that's behind. I think it's just 
human nature. It's hard. I know they're not trying to do that. I don't believe 
that's how they go about it. It's just human nature to maybe look for the 
team that's down, but it seems to happen all the time." 

TRAVIS GREEN, VANCOUVER CANUCKS HEAD COACH 

"As far as standard and whatnot I think standards change from game to 
game sometimes and depending on the heat of the game. But if you're 
going to talk about standards in pre-season when you've got half the 
team's rookies and talking about Game 7 playing for a Stanley Cup, I 
don't think that's really gonna happen." 

NATE SCHMIDT, VANCOUVER CANUCKS 

"Every game's different, every game is unique. Not just the same script 
every night. When it comes to officiating, I try not to look too far into it 
because they're trying to do a job... as a player you just hope when they 
make a call they stick with it, stick by it. 

"For me with referees, I have a lot of respect for guys who own it. If 
there's something that happens in a game good, bad, or indifferent for 
your team and they own it, we're all human and we make mistakes... if 
there's a weak call or something like that, it happens, it's human nature. 
Does it warrant another one? That's not my decision to make. I think it's 
about game flow and how it's moving. They think things have gotten out 
of hand or getting away with a little too much then that happens. Game 
flow, game situation, as long as they own it it's cool by me." 

Remaining Time -2:59 

Referee issues have greater implications than just the calls on the ice 

NICKLAS BACKSTROM, WASHINGTON CAPITALS 

"Honestly I've never heard it in my 14 years here. I've never heard 
anything like that. I think it's maybe unfortunate that it happened and 
came out that way, but at the same time the league had to do what it had 
to do." 

PAUL MAURICE, WINNIPEG JETS HEAD COACH 

"The black and white calls are all easy. But the entire game is a 
judgement call. What you're hoping for is an understandable standard 
and that's what we're all shooting for. But the game at least is viewed in 
the same kind of judgement band. You get some games called a little 
tighter, some a little looser, you get in a playoff series you're looking for 
that kind of standard. I think the referees have to have room for those 
judgements. That's what the whole thing is about. 

"I think what we're talking about is that band of the standard that happens 
in a game as long as it stays consistent. We understand that sometimes 
that standard is slightly different. The idea we would get this consistent in 
15 rinks a night, that's just not going to happen. You're just hopeful that 
what's a penalty early is a penalty late. 

"As far as how they do it, they set an internal standard for a night that has 
to be in the NHL guidelines and we try and hold the referees to that 
standard." 

Remaining Time -0:51 

Paul Maurice sympathizes with referees but jokes that he'll still yell at 
them 

ZACH HYMAN, TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 

"Refs have a really tough job. You're never going to make one side 
happy. A lot of calls, they vary obviously because it's a person making 
the call. I know it's human error, they're mistakes. I think the refs are 
doing the best they can. The NHL sets that standard and you just try to 
make the calls based on that standard. I don't know to speak to make up 
calls but it's a tough job to do. 

"It happens in all sports. Look at the NFL. You had the pass interference 
stuff, and in baseball you have a strike zone where you can look at that. 
But I think the nature of reffing is there's going to be human error 
involved in it and you want people to be involved. You want to have refs. 
You don't want to have everything on review. There are complaints about 
reviews now! So I think no matter what, when you're in a competitive 

environment and it's heated and both teams want to win you're going to 
think you got the wrong end of the call sometimes and sometimes you'll 
be on the other end. It's the nature of competitive sports. When I say refs 
have a hard job it's the truth. They gotta stay the line and make it as even 
as possible. Some games you're going to get good calls and some 
games you're gonna get bad calls. In the end you hope it balances out." 

Remaining Time -0:42 

Senators' Smith stands up for NHL refs, 'they have really tough job' 

ADAM LARSSON, EDMONTON OILERS 

Q: Are makeup calls just part of hockey? 

"Probably a little bit, but it shouldn't be. It's unfortunate that something 
like this happens, but everybody does mistakes. Everybody is not 
perfect. He made a mistake but unfortunately you don't want make up 
calls to be part of the game. I don't think it's right. I think if it's an obvious 
one I don't think it should be made up for." 

JOHN TAVARES, TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 

"I'd like to give a clear, easy answer but I think it's extremely difficult and 
the referees have a very tough job trying to manage all those things, 
applying a standard, keeping consistent, and also getting a feel for the 
game because I do think there's that element to it. The best way I feel 
about it is keeping the standard as consistent as possible, at least from 
start to finish. Some nights a little more gets let go, sometimes it's a little 
tighter. But when the standard's changing in-game so significantly that's 
when it can get so frustrating as a player because something happens to 
you or someone on your team and you feel a similar situation, same type 
of play, doesn't get called and maybe because the referee doesn't want 
to decide the game at that point, which I can understand. But from us 
competing out there those are the times you can get frustrated trying to 
understand. I know dealing with the referees they don't want to be the 
ones deciding the games. They want the two teams to be doing that. 

"I think (calling the rulebook as it is) has to be at the top of the list, the 
absolute framework of the way the game's getting called and the way it's 
getting applied so I completely understand that. But I don't think anyone 
wants to see important games, important points, happen to be decided 
by a faceoff violation in the last two minutes of a great hockey game 
that's got a lot on the line. But at the same time we want to have the 
accountability... If sometimes things have a little bit of a different feel to 
them from night to night I can understand that a little bit personally, but 
it's when things shift so drastically through a game that's when it can be 
tough." 
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Sportsnet.ca / What the Tim Peel incident says about the role of 'game 
management' 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — In the wake of the Tim Peel clip that shook the hockey 
world Wednesday, we ask the rhetorical question: From the standpoint of 
a National Hockey League referee, what exactly is game management? 

Was Peel simply “managing the game” when he spoke of wanting to 
penalize Nashville “early in the” period, as he chatted with fellow referee 
Kelly Sutherland while standing too close to an ice effects microphone? 

Or was he really trying to justify a poor call to his colleague, the way a 
player casts a look of blame at a perfectly good stick after he misses an 
open net? “It was a lousy call, but this is why I made it…” 

“The guy had a brain cramp,” former NHL referee Paul Stewart said of 
Peel, with whom he once worked. “Maybe he looked at the penalty, or he 
thought about it, and he said, ‘That wasn’t so good.’ So maybe he was 
trying to give himself a little ‘atta boy’ to buck up his spirit.” 
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Maybe Peel was simply executing one of the commonly held definitions 
of “game management” by handing a minor to Nashville early in the 
second period, because Detroit had the only minor in the first period. 
That didn’t fly with former NHL Director of Officiating Bryan Lewis, who 
spoke to “The Writers Block” Wednesday. 

“There was no need to overwork that game,” Lewis said. 

Translation: It was a calm, low-event game that did not need over 
managing by the zebras. 

So why was Peel managing this game? Perhaps he was executing the 
old “make-up call” after missing something earlier. 

“There are screens and replays,” offered Oilers winger Tyler Ennis. 
“Maybe they’ll catch something that they missed.” 

Perhaps, but if so Peel should have kept his mouth shut about it. 

Peel’s comments cost him his final month on the job after nearly 1,500 
games, and the chance to retire with dignity in a referee’s traditional final 
game later this season. A league that has fostered game management, 
condoned game management — and quite possibly taught game 
management to its officials — for decades, disciplined Peel Wednesday 
for verbalizing his own attempt at game management. 

Could we ever exorcize hockey of “game management?” Or are we stuck 
with it? 

Is it too easy to simply say, “call the rule book?” 

Or this old favourite: “Set a standard and stick with it.” 

Let’s start with the standard: What does a referee do when his partner 
makes a soft call? Does he then make soft calls the rest of the night, 
because “the standard” is set? 

“When you have a call that may be perceived as a soft call,” said 
Edmonton head coach Dave Tippett, “then a coach says, ‘OK, that’s the 
standard that’s set for tonight.’ So you’re looking for a bunch more soft 
calls.” 

If a player misses a scoring chance early, he tries to improve as the 
game goes on. Should the referees not do the same? Do we expect them 
to get every call 100 per cent correct? 

“Game management is a term that someone came up with that I never 
subscribed to,” said Stewart, who worked over 1,000 NHL games. “My 
attitude was to go out there, be in position, observe what you see and 
make the appropriate call.” 

Even Stewart admits, however, to a level of game management. He 
would talk to a player who was close to earning a penalty, in hopes that 
player would correct his game. 

“You have plays that aren’t a two-minute penalty, but might be a one-
minute penalty. They’re on the edge. That’s when you communicate with 
a player,” Stewart said. 

If the player does the same thing the next shift, often Stewart would 
make the call. Two “one-minute penalties” would thus become a two-
minute penalty, a form of game management. 

Take it into your kitchen: Your child does something inappropriate, and 
you say clearly, “Please don’t so that. In our house, that is not something 
that is condoned.” 

No punishment. Just simple direction. 

Five minutes later the child does the same thing, with no regard for the 
parent’s previous communication. In most households, some kind of 
penalty would be applied upon the second infraction that was not applied 
the first time. 

What doesn’t happen however, is that the parent doesn’t go looking for a 
sibling to “even up” the discipline. 

There is beat management among us sports writers, where we work 
harder on some relationships than others, so we can provide the reader 
with the best possible product. 

There is office management, where our bosses makes certain decisions 
that may differ depending on the people they affect. 

We’ve all had good, fair bosses who make the proper calls, and bad ones 
who don’t. The same way Wes McCauley works one game, while a far 
less experienced official works another. 

Yet somehow we look at all the NHL officials and expect them to perform 
equally — like robots from the same factory — because they are both 
NHL referees. 

But we don’t ask Wayne Simmonds to play the same as Connor 
McDavid, even though they are both NHL players. 

Whatever the solution, hockey has become a sport that lives with game 
management the way a giraffe lives with those birds that stand on his 
head and clean his fur. 

They’re old friends, even if they bug each other sometimes. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 5 bold NHL trade deadline moves for teams and players in 
the rumour mill 

 

Ryan Dixon 

 

The NHL trade deadline is less than three weeks away, meaning we’re 
well past the point where we should be furiously speculating about which 
players could be on the move. 

Even under normal circumstances, we have to be mindful not to salivate 
too much over potential swaps given how hard they can be to pull off in-
season. Throw in a flat salary cap and Canadian quarantine 
requirements triggered by a global pandemic and this deadline has the 
potential to be wrapped in a wet blanket. 

But let’s stay positive and have a little bit of fun, shall we? 

We’ve got some clear sellers out there — including a Nashville team that 
could burn it down — and upwards of 10 clubs that can credibly make a 
case for themselves as contenders. Even in the North, Toronto, Winnipeg 
and Edmonton are surely balancing quarantine concerns with the fact 
they can see a clear path for themselves to the Final Four thanks to the 
one-off divisional playoff format. 

So without further delay, let’s get those 14-day hotel stays going with 
some trades we believe make sense on all sides. 

Remaining Time -4:10 

Maple Leafs could look to acquire defenceman ahead of trade deadline 

Winnipeg Jets receive: Ryan Ellis 

Nashville Predators receive: Cole Perfetti, Mathieu Perreault, 2022 third-
round pick 

Do you know what the Dallas Stars don’t regret? Trading an 18-year-old 
Jarome Iginla to the Calgary Flames for Joe Nieuwendyk because a few 
years later, Dallas won its only Cup in franchise history thanks largely to 
Nieuwendyk’s Conn Smythe performance. 

OK, the comparison on both the buying and selling end of the swap are a 
bit aggressive, but you get the point. I understand asking about Perfetti is 
a good way to get you laughed off the phone by Winnipeg GM Kevin 
Cheveldayoff, but the more you look at this, the more it makes sense. 

While we’ve all been waiting for Nashville to announce a deal involving 
Mattias Ekholm, Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman has indicated the Preds 
could be internally discussing whether they’d rather keep Ekholm and 
make the 30-year-old Ellis available. If that were to happen, the Jets 
should fire up the trade engines. 
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Ellis is an awesome right-shot defenceman who is under contract for six 
more seasons after this one. Winnipeg’s blue line was devastated in the 
summer of 2019, when Tyler Myers, Jacob Trouba, Dustin Byfuglien and 
Ben Chiarot all left town for one reason or another. Trading Perfetti 
means you’re not dealing defence prospects Ville Heinola and Dylan 
Samberg. Add them to a core with Ellis, Neal Pionk and Josh Morrissey 
next October and suddenly you’ve built the back end back up. The only 
drawback is the fact all of those rearguards, with the exception of 
Samberg, don’t bring much in the way of muscle. 

Nashville would be acquiring a centre it expects to play on one of the top 
two lines for 15 years. Losing a prospect like Perfetti, though, is palatable 
when your own top two pivots are 28-year-old Mark Scheifele and 22-
year-old Pierre-Luc Dubois, both of whom are six-foot-three. 

Think of it this way: when Winnipeg was investigating trade options for 
Patrik Laine, the ideal return would have been a defenceman who could 
address an area of concern on a team with great forwards and a Vezina-
calibre goalie. Getting Dubois for Laine means you can now go trade that 
shiny centre prospect for the D-man you so desperately need and are 
never going to attract in free agency. 

Ellis is currently recovering from an upper-body injury and his timeline to 
return might dovetail perfectly with a quarantine period. That could give 
him about a month of regular season play to gear up for the 2021 
playoffs — and six more after that. 

Toronto Maple Leafs receive: Conor Garland 

Arizona Coyotes receive: Rodion Amirov, Nick Abruzzese, 2021 second-
round pick 

Garland has really turned himself into a player the past couple years and, 
with a cap hit of $775,000, he might offer more bang-for-buck than 
anybody believed to be on the market. The 25-year-old winger will be a 
restricted free agent this summer, so there’s potential for him to be part 
of playoff runs in the future. (The way he’s played, you could certainly 
justify protecting him in the expansion draft). 

Garland is so cheap the Leafs would leave themselves a little wiggle 
room to go out and get a depth defenceman, all while hanging onto top 
prospects Rasmus Sandin and Nick Robertson. 

Arizona, meanwhile, likely doesn’t have the appetite to give Garland the 
raise he’s due and would be pumping a couple quality prospects into the 
pipeline. Amirov was a late-birthday first-rounder for Toronto last fall and 
Abruzzese — a fourth-rounder in 2019 — greatly increased his stock with 
a stellar freshman year at Harvard in 2019-20. 

New York Islanders receive: Kyle Palmieri 

New Jersey Devils receive: Kieffer Bellows 

Isles GM Lou Lamoriello has been linked to pending-UFA Palmieri for a 
while and a deal here only makes more sense in the wake of captain 
Anders Lee being lost for the season with a knee injury. 

Bellows, the 19th-overall pick in 2016, notched 22 goals in 52 outings 
during his second AHL season last year. He’s popped a couple goals 
recently for the Islanders and the Devils might be drawn to a player who 
can play for them right now as opposed to a draft pick. 

Remaining Time -2:37 

What will the Canucks do at the NHL Trade Deadline? 

Boston Bruins receive: Taylor Hall 

Buffalo Sabres receive: Jake DeBrusk, Jack Studnicka, 2022 first-round 
pick 

The Sabres-related move every Bruins fan wants to see is the one that 
would repatriate Jack Eichel to Massachusetts. Who knows, maybe that 
gets discussed in the summer. For now, the Bruins need scoring and 
don’t let the fact Hall has just two goals this year fool you. He’s an all-
world talent who can drive any line he’s on. 

The one thing Boston has lacked in recent years is another truly 
threatening trio to throw over the boards after the "Perfection Line" of 
Patrice Bergeron with Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak is done 
terrorizing opponents. Hall could find a home on the second, even third 

line in the hopes he strikes the right chemistry with a centre before the 
playoffs begin. 

Hall holds a no-trade clause, but it’s hard to imagine he’d hold up a move 
to a quality team like Boston. There’s even some potential for a long-term 
relationship here as the Bruins are in a slightly better cap situation than 
you might imagine for a perennial contender. 

Columbus Blue Jackets receive: Matt Duchene 

Nashville Predators receive: Liam Foudy, Gustav Nyqvist 

We all expect Nashville to be busy in the next couple weeks and most of 
the talk has centred on Ekholm and scoring winger Filip Forsberg, both of 
whom are UFA-eligible in 2022. But what about getting creative and 
clearing out big money attached to a veteran player if the opportunity is 
there? 

Matt Duchene looked like a perfect fit in Tennessee, but basically nothing 
has gone the way the team or the player hoped since Duchene — who 
does not have no-trade protection — signed in 2019. He’s got five more 
years to go with a cap hit of $8 million per year. 

Meanwhile, the Jackets keep getting mentioned as potential sellers, 
despite the fact they’ve inched back into the playoff race and don’t 
appear to be unfurling any white flags. Nobody is brassier than Columbus 
GM Jarmo Kekalainen, as evidenced by his bet-the-farm moves around 
the 2019 deadline, one of which landed Duchene from Ottawa. The 30-
year-old, currently sidelined with a lower-body issue, had a great 
experience in Columbus, putting up 10 points in 10 playoff games. The 
Jackets seem perpetually in need of offensive talent and are never a 
prime free agent landing spot. Maybe re-acquiring a talented player they 
have familiarity with is the way to go. 

Columbus has some hefty negotiations on the horizon, with Laine due a 
new deal before next year and both Seth Jones and Zach Werenksi in 
line for raises ahead of 2022-23. That said, clearing Nyqvist helps and 
both Nick Foligno and David Savard — who combine for a cap hit of 
almost $10 million — could come off the books this summer. 

The injured Nyqvist, 31, only has two more years to go on his deal and, 
assuming he gets back to being a 20-goal guy, Nashville could eat a 
small amount of salary and flip him for a pick down the road. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why it's so difficult for the Flames to fix their struggling 
offence 

Should the Flames be considered a top team in the North Division? 

Shawn McKenzie and Chris Johnston talk about a tough night in net for 
Frederik Andersen and is the Flames should be considered a top team in 
the North Division. 

 

JUSTIN BOURNE 

 

I’ve mentioned it a number of times on Hockey Central this season: the 
team I’ve been most wrong on to date is probably the Calgary Flames. 

I picked them to finish third in the North Division, but I don’t think I’d have 
been stunned if they finished higher. I liked them a lot. In a division 
loaded with offence and weak D-corps, they looked like they could play a 
different way. They had a really solid group of defenders, they had locked 
up top-end goaltending, and they even seemed to have a physical edge 
other teams in the group lacked. They stood out as unique and well-
rounded. 

As a result, I bet on them regularly. As a result of that, I have lost money. 

The reason, it turns out, is because they look absolutely inept on offence 
at times, and as much as Darryl Sutter can do for them at the other end 
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of the rink, I’m not sure there’s anything he can do with what may be their 
fatal flaw. 

It’s long been a conclusion of mine that coaches can greatly affect 
special teams and defence, but there’s only so much they can do with 
offence. I’ll get into that more towards the end. 

First, I want to bring you to my breaking point, which was watching the 
Flames play the Ottawa Senators on Monday night. The Flames were in 
the perfect position to go on a run of sorts. With Sutter behind the bench 
the Flames started by winning four of five, beating the Canadiens, Oilers 
and Leafs, three pretty good teams in the division. The had just lost to 
the Leafs to make it four of six, but a game against the Sens should’ve 
been the perfect remedy to get back on track and start rolling towards a 
playoff spot. 

Every time the door opened for them to take it to the house against 
Ottawa and score, my word, it just looked entirely feeble. I’ll preface 
these clips by saying that every team has bad offensive moments every 
game, but watching the Calgary game I was stunned by how the team 
took chances and turned them not just into mediocre shots, but basically 
into non-shots -- missed nets, bobbled pucks, and the occasional muffin 
from distance. 

I thought it would come for them when Sean Monahan got a turnover for 
a chance. 

I thought it would come when Matthew Tkachuk led a rush up the rink. 

I thought it would come when Sam Bennett got a clear break in on a 2-
on-1 … then chose a deception-free snapshot from faceoff dot. He 
actually fans out towards the boards to make the angle worse? 

As of today, the Flames are dead-last in goals scored in a division that 
includes the Ottawa Senators (no offence to Sens fans here, but you get 
the point). Calgary has 88 goals through 33 games, an average of 2.64 
per (that’s 23rd in the league). 

Their leading scorer, Elias Lindholm, has 28 points in 33 games, which 
puts him outside the league’s top-30 scorers, in a division where 
defending is not at a premium. 

They’re a bottom-10 shooting percentage team, which speaks to their 
lack of finishers. 

Their power play percentage is “net” 16.7 per cent, which puts them in 
the bottom-10 there, too (“net” just negates some of their goals because 
they’ve given up shorties). 

They’re not "bad-bad" on the offensive end of things, like not putrid-bad, 
but this is a team that already struggled offensively and then added a 
defensive-minded coach who’s likely going to play low-event hockey the 
rest of the way. If you’ve got a bunch of one-goal games and a team 
without game-breakers, what you end up with is a lot of the season left 
up to random chance, with the percentages currently pointing to “non-
playoff team.” 

In my experience as a player and video coach, the bench boss controls a 
handful of meaningful things. They can dictate how many players you’re 
sending on a forecheck, and where guys stand in the neutral zone as the 
rush comes at them. They can control the positioning of bodies on the 
power play and penalty kill. They can dictate how wingers play in the D-
zone, how low they sag, how they prioritize layers, or how they want 
them to fly the zone on breakouts. 

Offence is much harder. 

Many skills coaches, and more progressive coaches today will tell you 
offence can be coached. But what’s coached are primarily principles. I 
know with the Leafs/Marlies, they worked a lot on using the “open 
corner.” Which means that when players had the puck in a congested 
area, they’d work on getting it to someone who could put the puck in that 
open, body-less corner (and knowing that, they’d be first to the puck), 
which should spread the defence, make them switch checks, and 
hopefully open things up a bit. 

The Leafs and other teams have also prioritized having a very high 
forward, who often will come out of the zone and be skating downhill at 
the goal, daring D to come out that high to defend them. When the 

defence doesn't come out, they use their vision and speed from that 
position to create. 

These are good ideas. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

But at the end of the day, offence is about individual player skill, because 
so much of it is reactionary. You can give a puck to a lot of players in a 
good spot and get nothing, as evidenced by those clips shown up above. 

Openings reveal themselves and disappear in milliseconds and hitting 
those has to be reactionary. Reading how defences move and then 
finding soft spots has to be intuitive. It’s much harder “in the trees” than 
when you’re pulled back like coaches and fans watching the whole 
“forest” from above. There’s just an element to scoring in the NHL where 
the coach is at the mercy of the talents on his roster. 

I believe the Flames have the offensive talent to score enough to win (at 
a playoff-making pace in a full season) if they improve on the defensive 
side of the puck with Sutter behind the bench. Make no mistake, they 
needed help at that end too. But this isn’t a team trying to hang on and 
make the playoffs over 82 games -- they need to win a lot and climb the 
standings. The question of whether there’s enough offence here to not 
just win but win a lot … that’s one where I’m more skeptical of the 
answer. 

Yet still, I say once more into the breach, dear friends. I still see a team 
underperforming its roster. 

So I’m yet again betting the Flames can score enough, at least for 
Wednesday night versus Ottawa. How that looks will likely shape how 
much more I continue to throw at this team, which keeps throwing 
chances into the garbage. 

It’s still possible the offence can take off, but it better leave the ground 
quick here, as that deficiency has left them little runway with which to 
work. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Filip Gustavsson latest Senators goalie to seize 
unexpected opportunity 

 

Wayne Scanlan March 24, 2021, 9:18 AM 

 

As Filip Gustavsson bows his head in the goal crease the giant, silver 
No. 30 on the top of his goalie mask fills the camera lens. 

There’s only one problem. Gustavsson wears No. 32 for the Ottawa 
Senators. Matt Murray is No. 30. Gustavsson’s numerical mismatch tells 
a story. He is supposed to be with AHL Belleville, where he wears No. 30 
for the Belleville Senators. 

“Gus,” as he is known, was about as far from being heir to the Sens' 
goalie throne as Prince Harry is to being a king. And yet there he was on 
Monday, frustrating the Calgary Flames to win his NHL debut 2-1 — a 
spectacular 35-save, .972 save percentage effort. 

And the craziest part of all? It felt like a week-old deja vu. 

As the last-place team of the North Division, the Senators don’t lead the 
NHL in many categories but they have this one locked up: rookie 
goaltenders making emergency starts and recording their first career 
wins. 

It may happen elsewhere from time to time. In Ottawa, it happened twice 
in one week. 

Joey Daccord did it against the Toronto Maple Leafs on March 15, with 
first and second stringers Murray and Marcus Hogberg out with injuries. 

Sadly, Daccord, 24, who made his NHL debut in 2018-19 and has 
appeared in eight career NHL games, suffered an ankle injury in his next 
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start and is out for the year. Daccord’s rise and fall was another 
illustration of how quickly a heartwarming moment in the NHL can turn 
into disaster with one bad break. 

Incredibly, Gustavsson stepped in where Daccord left off and stoned the 
Flames. Notably, he stopped Zac Rinaldo in alone. And the lone goal he 
surrendered was also on a breakaway to Johnny Gaudreau. Ottawa is 4-
2-0 against Calgary this season. 

Gustavsson became the first Senators goalie to be victorious in his first 
NHL start since the immortal Andrew Hammond on Feb. 18, 2015. That 
was, of course, the start of the Hamburglar run which led to a surprise 
Ottawa playoff berth. The Hamburglar was 20-1-2 that season with a 
1.79 goals-against average and .941 save percentage, heights he never 
again approached in the NHL. In the smallest of sample sizes, 
Gustavsson is 1-0-1 on the season with a 0.75 goals-against and .977 
save percentage. 

Just 22, Gustavsson has more upside than Hammond, and yet his path 
has been uneven, as is the case for many goaltenders. Just last season, 
he was passed on the depth chart by Daccord, who took over the 
starter’s job in Belleville. Gustavsson did play better after a very slow 
start. 

This season again looked like a Daccord-Gustavsson tandem for the B-
Sens, until both Murray and Hogberg went down. Strangely, while the 
kids in relief have been great, both of Ottawa’s expected starters — 
Murray and Hogberg have struggled. Murray has a goals-against of 3.84 
and save percentage of .880; Hogberg is 4.34 and .859. 

Senators’ Gustavsson on waking his parents with phone call after NHL 
debut 

Last week, the Senators picked up Anton Forsberg on waivers from 
Winnipeg and he will likely get a start this week — the Senators have a 
back-to-back situation Wednesday and Thursday with games against the 
Flames and Leafs. 

Hogberg made an appearance at Tuesday’s practice and could see 
some action with Belleville this weekend. Hogberg hasn’t played since 
getting injured in a game against the Toronto Maple Leafs on Feb. 18. 
Murray last played on March 10, a 7-1 loss to Edmonton. 

For now, Gustavsson will enjoy his moment in the sun. A second-round 
pick of the Pittsburgh Penguins in 2016 (55th overall), Gustavsson came 
to Ottawa in February, 2018 as part of a trade that sent centre Derick 
Brassard to the Penguins. 

Gustavsson has played games in the SHL, AHL and even the ECHL as 
Ottawa’s goalie depth squeezed him to Brampton to get games in. On 
Monday, after posing with the game puck that Brady Tkachuk had to 
wrestle from the Flames to secure, Gustavsson declared the long journey 
worth the effort. 

“All the hard practices and all the summer workouts, it’s worth it,” 
Gustavsson said. “When you get the chance to play against the best 
players in the world, it’s worth it.” 

Last Wednesday, when he appeared in relief of the injured Daccord, 
Gustavsson had to wake his parents up in the middle of the night over in 
Sweden to tell them he’d been in an NHL game. This time, he was able 
to warn them in advance he was starting on Monday versus Calgary. 

The Gustavsson's exchanged texts with their son just before he met with 
reporters on a post-game Zoom call. 

“They stayed up and watched and were so happy for me,” Gustavsson 
said. “Just so happy.” 

The start, and the win, meant “everything” to him, Gustavsson said, after 
an up-and-down season in 2019-20, one that ended abruptly due to the 
pandemic just as he was playing better. 

“When they put me in and I delivered what they wanted from me in the 
first place, when they traded for me ... it’s a great feeling to give 
something back to them,” Gustavsson said. “And for them to give me the 
chance to play in the best hockey league.” 

Beating the veteran Swede Jacob Markstrom at the other end was “cool,” 
Gustavsson said, calling it a bit of a “starstruck moment.” 

Critically, Gustavsson was able to bear down after the Gaudreau goal 
tied the game with a little more than five minutes left in the third. Chris 
Tierney chipped in the winner at 17:24. 

“I think I had the same mindset the whole game, like I'm just going to 
enjoy it,” Gustavsson said. “It doesn't matter how many goals I let in or if I 
stop them all. It was just a bummer to get scored on with five minutes left. 
It’s what it is. He's such a skilled guy. And I just had to focus on the next 
shot and let the players do their job too.” 

Until the Gaudreau goal, Gustavsson had made 41 consecutive saves in 
regulation going back to the shootout loss to the Canucks last 
Wednesday. 

Winger Connor Brown said that Gustavsson “played fearless,” which 
gave the team confidence in front of him. 

“He did everything out there,” added head coach D. J. Smith. “It was 
great. He looked calm. Made the saves he had to make. We hung him 
out on the breakaway there at the end. 

“For a guy playing in this first game, he wasn’t swimming... I guess that’s 
why you work every day in the minors. You never know when you’ll get 
your chance.” 

Gustavsson and Raynaud’s disease 

Gustavsson suffers from a mild case of Raynaud’s disease, which can 
cause a person’s extremities to go numb from cold temperatures or 
stress. In Gustavsson’s case, he sometimes loses feeling in the fingers of 
his blocker hand. When he made his relief appearance against 
Vancouver last Wednesday, Gustavsson came in “cold” and at one point 
had to go to the bench for heat treatment on his hand. He said he had no 
issues on Monday versus Calgary because he had a chance to warm up 
for the game. 

“I maybe need that type of treatment about four times a year when 
something suddenly happens, like you’re a little bit cold on the bench and 
you don't have the blood flow in the body,” Gustavsson said. 

Watson out with hand injury 

Coaches love their shot blockers, but the pastime can be bad for your 
health. Austin Watson, the Senators winger who has been throwing his 
body in front of shots all season, suffered a hand injury from a shot block 
late in Monday’s game against the Flames and was seen wearing a cast 
on his left hand while watching Tuesday’s practice. 

Smith said it will be a huge loss if Watson is out long term. 

“That’s one of the guys (GM) Pierre (Dorion) brought in here who has 
pushed the character of the group, the work ethic, what’s expected to be 
a pro in the NHL day to day. The way he sacrifices his body for the team 
... defensive zone starts. All the things he does without complaining is 
exactly who you want a young team to learn from.” 

Speedy winger Alex Formenton has been recalled from Belleville and will 
play Wednesday. 

Watson, 29, was acquired by the Senators in the off-season for a fourth-
round draft pick and is signed through the 2022-23 season. He leads all 
NHL forwards in shot blocks with 49 and is seventh in hits with 100, 
behind league leader/teammate Tkachuk with 147 hits. 

Watson has been a key penalty killer for the Senators. Smith said he 
would have a further update on the extent of Watson’s hand injury in a 
day or so. 
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TSN.CA / Excitement abounds for Leafs as savvy vets Thornton, Spezza 
join forces 

Toronto's two oldest players, 37-year-old Jason Spezza and 41-year-old 
Joe Thornton, are showing their Maple Leafs teammates “the love and 
passion they have for the game” and what it means to be an NHLer, 
Mark Masters writes. 
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By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held a practice at Ford Performance Centre on Wednesday ahead of 
Thursday’s game against the Ottawa Senators. 

Jason Spezza and Joe Thornton have a lot in common these days, 
including their line assignment.  

"To see them play together, it's pretty cool," said Leafs captain John 
Tavares. "We're getting a kick out of it. Two elite players. Two of the best 
in the game, future Hall of Famers. It's tremendous to see the love and 
passion they have for the game and their teammates and what it means 
to be an NHL player. Those two guys came here towards the end of their 
careers, they believe in the group we have here and what our potential is, 
and what we want to achieve. They want it that bad." 

The 37-year-old Spezza and 41-year-old Thornton – Toronto's two oldest 
players – skated with centre Alex Kerfoot on Saturday night as Sheldon 
Keefe opted for a more balanced approach.  

"I've really liked that line, in particular," the coach said. "The way that Joe 
and Spezz are communicating and talking and how they want to succeed 
together ... two guys that I'm sure have a great admiration for each other 
[and] to have them playing together, you can see the excitement around 
it."  

The line, which has remained together at practice this week, certainly 
pulled its weight on Saturday against the Calgary Flames delivering the 
game-winning goal courtesy of another vintage Spezza snipe.  

"Even though it was a bit of a sharp angle, I felt like my stick was in the 
right spot and had a good look at the net," Spezza said post-game, "so 
just shot for the spot and hit it and sometimes they go in. Just the angle 
my stick was on I felt like I had a good look at the net." 

    Top shelf strike  #LeafsForever pic.twitter.com/F9sMM5aFKL 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) March 21, 2021 

Spezza turned a low-percentage shot into his 958th career point in the 
National Hockey League. It was another example of how his hockey IQ is 
helping the Leafs.   

"If you just pull him aside and ask him how he's doing or ask him an 
opinion on different things, he's going to have some perspective there," 
said Keefe. "Jumbo is very much the same in that regard." 

Spezza (1,154) and Thornton (1,656) have combined to play in 2,810 
regular season games.  

"He knows so much," said Zach Hyman of Spezza. "He enjoys watching 
hockey all the time. He's always watching other teams and trying to pick 
up things from what other teams are doing. That's what a lot of coaches 
do." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Excitement evident as Spezza, Thornton join forces 

Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe decided to stick with the lines he 
started with on Saturday night , including having veterans Jason Spezza 
and Joe Thornton skate on the wings with Alex Kerfoot in the middle. 
TSN's Mark Masters has more on what the experienced line brings to the 
team, and how Spezza was eager to help after practice. 

--- 

After the main practice wrapped on Wednesday, Spezza called the 
second power-play unit, which also features Hyman, Tavares, William 
Nylander and T.J. Brodie, over to the side boards where he mapped out 
a play with his finger on the glass.  

"We were running over some power-play tips," Hyman revealed. "He's 
been on the power play for his whole career and has a ton of experience 
so he's got a ton of different plays and tricks. He had a look he wanted to 
try so we went out there and tried it." 

Brodie passed the puck to Spezza at the flank. Spezza faked a shot and 
sent the puck down low to Hyman who quickly moved it to Nylander who 

was also behind the net, but on the other side of the ice. Nylander then 
passed the puck to Tavares in the slot for a one timer.  

Keefe noted that assistant coach Manny Malhotra, who oversees the 
power play, has empowered both Spezza and Thornton to take charge of 
their units and make sure everyone is on the same page.  

"There's things that we are talking about as a group that we didn't quite 
get to at the practice so you see them wanting to make sure they got it 
before they left the ice so that's really good to see," Keefe noted. "Those 
are the kind of things that are important for a team and why you want to 
have those guys with that type of experience and confidence with 
themselves to take charge."  

Toronto’s power play is 1-for-17 over the last eight games.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Four pillars of the power play aren't in sync 

After a hot start, the Maple Leafs power play is in a funk. Scoring only 
once on 17 attempts over the past eight games, Maple Leafs assistant 
coach Manny Malholtra is looking to right the ship with some extra work 
at practice. Head coach Sheldon Keefe has his own explanation for why 
it hasn't been successful, emphasizing four crucial elements that need to 
be in sync. 

 --- 

After being unavailable to dress for Saturday's game, Frederik Andersen 
missed a third straight practice as he continues to rehab a lower-body 
injury.  

"There's no timeline attached to it other than I've been told not to expect 
him [for] seven days or a week or so," Keefe said. "In my mind, and with 
the medical team, it's a day-to-day situation that they're monitoring and 
it's already starting to approach toward seven days. He's continuing to 
work through it." 

Jack Campbell, who just returned from a leg injury, will start on Thursday 
in Ottawa. Campbell originally sustained the injury on Jan. 24 in Calgary. 
He returned on Feb. 27 in Edmonton, but aggravated the issue and 
missed the next three weeks.  

"Soupy responded very well, it seems, since playing the other night," said 
Keefe. "That was a big test, because it didn't go that way for him last 
time. That's really positive and something we have to continue to be 
smart about. He's going to have an opportunity to play more now and we 
have to make sure we manage that well and not put him in positions 
where he may re-injure himself. As much as we can, we want to be smart 
with it." 

Campbell was held off the ice on Monday and split reps with third goalie 
Ian Scott at Wednesday's practice. At one point, Campbell was spotted 
flexing his leg, but the 29-year-old insists he's fine physically.  

"I feel really good," he said. "After the game it was definitely a relief to 
feel really good with my body. The training staff's done a great job with 
me every day and the coaches. I'm thankful for [them] getting me the 
time off here and there and with the schedule we're able to do that, but I 
am feeling really good and excited to get back out there whenever my 
number's called."  

Campbell has won all four of his starts, including Toronto's lone win in 
Ottawa this year on the first weekend of the season.  

'Manners go a long way': Campbell explains origin of nice-guy persona 

Seen as a nice guy, and genuinely liked by everyone who has interacted 
with him, a humble Jack Campbell credits his upbringing, and belief that 
manners are important to his nice-guy persona. 

--- 

Teammates have raved about how Campbell has handled adversity. 
Twice he hurt his leg and twice he posted a shutout in his first game 
back. And even in the heat of battle, Campbell's positive demeanour is 
shining through as defenceman Justin Holl discovered on Saturday night.  

"It was an exchange behind the net and I had called for the puck, but I 
wanted it a little harder and it was kind of just a miscommunication," Holl 
recalled. "I went up to him afterwards and I was like, 'My bad,' and he 
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winked at me and said, 'My bad,' back. I saw the replay and it was really 
funny. It was legendary, actually. I loved it." 

It surprised even Campbell.  

"I literally didn't know I winked until I got home and saw something 
online," he said with a smile. "I couldn't believe I winked, but it was pretty 
funny. I'm glad people can take it lightly. We always have a good time 
going to battle together. 

    The Jack Campbell wink followed by a "my bad" 
pic.twitter.com/U6ytdadMY3 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 21, 2021 

Campbell was baffled by the blink, because it's not something he does off 
the ice.  

"I had no idea I even had the ability to wink, but you learn something new 
every day," he said with a laugh. "I've seen the Patrick Roy one [from the 
1993 Stanley Cup Final] and some of those iconic ones. I think those 
ones were more, you know, they meant to do it." 

"He's just so relaxed," said Holl, "and he's having fun out there and I think 
everyone knows when you're having fun that's when you're playing your 
best. It's fun to see and we're trying to play as well as we can in front of 
him." 

Andersen is also a well-liked teammate, but there's no denying that 
Campbell brings a different kind of energy to the ice. He's constantly 
using his stick to tap teammates whenever he covers the puck for a 
whistle.  

"He's a fun guy to play in front of and it's obvious to see with the love 
taps he gives the boys after every stopped play or how vocal he is in the 
room with everyone," noted defenceman Travis Dermott. "It's awesome 
to see. Goalies are usually quiet and stay to themselves so it's a little 
different feel." 

"He's been a blast to be around," said Tavares. "It's amazing the 
confidence he gives, especially us as forwards, [with] the way he's seeing 
shots and just making guys feel good about themselves." 

Campbell surprises himself with 'legendary' wink at Holl 

After a miscommunication behind the net during Toronto's win on 
Saturday, Leafs goaltender Jack Campbell winked at defenceman Justin 
Holl after a whistle. Both players described the funny exchange 
Wednesday after practice. 

--- 

Pierre Engvall failed to make the Leafs roster out of training camp 
despite playing in four of the five playoff games in the bubble. He only 
played in four of the team's first 13 games this season.  

"It would be easy for us to just put him in the lineup to start," Keefe 
acknowledged. "We knew we had a small window of time before he was 
not going to be eligible to go down to the taxi squad or Marlies. I thought 
it was an opportunity for us to make it really clear to him what the 
expectations and the standards are. We also knew, at the same time that 
we were going through that, there would be a time when he would get his 
opportunity." 

Engvall has been a mainstay in the lineup since Feb. 10 and the 6-foot-5, 
214-pound Swede now requires waivers to be sent down.  

"Pierre shows the ability to play and make an impact on the game with 
his size, his skill level and his speed," Keefe said. "But there are a lot of 
other areas to his game — a lot of details to his game — that we want to 
see improve, his physicality in particular. I just feel he leaves that piece 
on the table at times. There is more to give there. I think we are still 
working through that."  

Engvall ranks fourth among current Leafs forwards in hits per 60 minutes 
(4.49). 

"We feel we are a better team when he is in the lineup, but we had to try 
to make him understand that there is more to the game that he can 
bring," Keefe said. "At times, he has done it well. At times, it still isn't 

where we would like it to be or where it could be in terms of how he can 
physically dominate a game if he chooses to." 

--- 

Lines at Wednesday's practice:  

Simmonds - Matthews - Marner 

Galchenyuk - Tavares - Nylander 

Mikheyev - Engvall - Hyman 

Thornton - Kerfoot - Spezza  

Sabourin, Barabanov 

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl 

Dermott - Bogosian  

Rubins, Hollowell 

Campbell 

Hutchinson 

Scott 
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TSN.CA / Leafs’ crease belongs to Campbell for now 

Toronto turns to backup goalie with Frederik Andersen sidelined again by 
a nagging lower-body injury, Kristen Shilton writes. 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — For the time being, the Maple Leafs’ net belongs to Jack 
Campbell. 

Coach Sheldon Keefe confirmed as much on Wednesday when he 
shared there is “no timeline attached” to the return of Frederik Andersen 
from a nagging lower-body injury. 

Andersen has been sidelined since Saturday, and Keefe said the 
message from Toronto’s medical staff is not to expect Andersen back in 
the mix for at least seven days.  

Andersen missed all three of Toronto’s practices this week heading into 
Thursday night’s game in Ottawa. Campbell will get that start for the 
Leafs, his second straight since returning from a leg injury, and the Leafs 
will cautiously increase his workload from there. 

“He's going to have an opportunity to play more here now, and we have 
to just make sure that we manage that well and not put him in positions 
where he may reinjure himself,” Keefe said. “We want to be smart with it. 
We'll take it one game at a time, and really one day at a time. Soupy 
responded very well [after the last game] and that was a big test, that’s 
really positive.” 

Campbell originally hurt his leg back on Jan. 24 against Calgary, and 
came back for one start in Edmonton on Feb. 27 where he re-aggravated 
the problem. He returned to start Saturday’s game against the Flames, 
posting a second straight shutout to give him a 4-0-0 record on the 
season with .968 save percentage.  

Andersen is now in a similar position to what Campbell just went through. 
Andersen originally suffered the injury on Feb. 15 against Montreal, and 
he came back March 3 in a win over the Oilers.  

But Andersen’s play post-injury never matched the level he was at 
before. In the 10 games prior, he was 7-2-1 with a .906 save percentage; 
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in the nine games after, Andersen was 2-7-0 with an .876 save 
percentage.  

His start last Friday was a particularly abysmal 14-save performance, 
with a season-low .778 save percentage. Campbell started the next 
night, helping Toronto halt a three-game losing streak. 

“I feel really good and after the game, it was definitely a relief to feel 
really good with my body,” Campbell said. “The trainers have done a 
great job with me every single day and I'm thankful to the coaches for 
giving me the time [to heal]. I am feeling really good and excited to back 
out there whenever my number's called.” 

Campbell has never been a true starter in his NHL career. He appeared 
in a career-high 31 games for the L.A. Kings in 2018-19, and played in 20 
more games the following season before being traded to Toronto in Feb. 
2020. The Leafs tapped him in only six games prior to the NHL’s 
shutdown due to COVID-19.  

When he is in the crease, Campbell seems to find ways to connect 
positively with teammates – sometimes without even realizing it.  

There was one such moment in Saturday’s game that ended up going 
viral. Campbell was spotted after a whistle giving defenceman Justin Holl 
a hearty wink, surprising even himself with the action.  

“I had no idea I even had the ability to wink. But you learn something new 
every day,” Campbell said. “I literally didn't know I winked until I got home 
and saw something online. We always have a good time out there, but I 
couldn't believe I winked. It was pretty funny.” 

Holl was amused too, especially considering it was in reaction to a 
broken play of sorts.  

“There was a goalie exchange behind the net, and I called for the puck 
but had wanted it a little harder, so it was kind of a miscommunication,” 
Holl explained. “So I went up to him after and was like ‘my bad’ and he 
said ‘my bad’ back with the wink. It was pretty funny. It was legendary 
actually.” 

Any frustrations Campbell has experienced this season haven’t made 
their way into his demeanour or diminished his play, which is why he’s 
such a popular a figure in Toronto’s room. As uncertainty swirls around 
Andersen, confidence in Campbell is at an all-time high.  

“Soup is definitely very positive, and it’s very noticeable,” Holl said. “He’s 
just so relaxed and he’s having fun out there. I think everyone knows 
when you’re having fun is when you’re playing your best.” 
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TSN.CA / Peel incident presents the NHL with an opportunity 

A television broadcast’s failure to kill a microphone has opened a window 
for the NHL to give teams, players and fans the officiating consistency 
they crave. Time will tell if the league decides to takes advantage, Frank 
Seravalli writes. 

 

By Frank Seravalli 

 

The National Hockey League acted swiftly, sending veteran referee Tim 
Peel into early retirement on Wednesday just hours after a hot 
microphone inadvertently broadcast his desire to make a penalty call 
against the Predators in Nashville on Tuesday night. 

Peel could be heard explaining why he whistled Predators forward Viktor 
Arvidsson for tripping in the second period. 

“It wasn’t much, but I wanted to get a [bleeping] penalty against Nashville 
early in the …,” Peel said on the television broadcast, before the audio 
cut out. 

The league responded by declaring Peel will “no longer work NHL games 
now or in the future,” according to senior vice-president of hockey 
operations Colin Campbell. 

Peel, 53, was scheduled to work his final game on April 24 in his 
hometown of St. Louis, the conclusion of a 26-year NHL career that saw 
him call 1,361 regular season and 90 Stanley Cup playoff games, plus 
the 2014 Olympics in Sochi, Russia. 

“Nothing is more important that ensuring the integrity of our game,” 
Campbell said in a statement. “Tim Peel’s conduct is in direct 
contradiction to the adherence to that cornerstone principle that we 
demand of our officials and that our fans, players, coaches and all those 
associated with our game deserve. There is no justification for his 
comments, no matter the context or his intention, and the National 
Hockey League will take any and all steps necessary to protect the 
integrity [of] our game.” 

There’s no indication that this incident will lead to an audit of the way 
games are officiated. The league doesn’t appear to have an appetite, in 
this 56-game shortened season amid a global pandemic, to overhaul its 
officiating process. 

Nonetheless, the NHL has arrived at what should be a significant 
moment of self-reflection. 

Because it’s one thing for the notion of “make-up calls,” which have 
seemingly been part of the fabric of the game since the beginning of time 
to exist in theory, but it’s another to hear it with your own ears. 

At its root, as longtime NHL referee Paul Stewart tweeted, Peel “pre-
judged” the play, which is “the antithesis of all we are taught.” 

Predators forward Matt Duchene said in a radio interview with 102.5 FM 
The Game in Nashville on Wednesday that Peel was actually talking to 
teammate Filip Forsberg during the clip in question. 

“He told our bench that,” Duchene said. “So, really bizarre. I just think 
that can’t happen. I mean, imagine a scenario where they score on that 
power play, we lose the game, and we miss the playoffs by a point. That 
could happen. That is not out of the realm of possibility, right?” 

No one likes to see how the sausage is made. Now that we’ve potentially 
seen a glimpse of it, the big question is whether the recipe should be 
different moving forward. 

But there are plenty of other pressing questions left unanswered, too. 

It’s great that the NHL acted with expediency, but with Peel so close to 
the finish line in a pockmarked career, what would the penalty have been 
for a 32-year-old official with more runway left in the game? 

“He’s a veteran ref. This is his last year anyway, so that’s maybe why 
they let him go rather than suspending him or fining him,” Duchene 
surmised in the radio interview. 

More importantly: Was Peel’s comment a symptom or a disease?  

The NHL has seemingly held one man accountable for a larger issue that 
has enveloped the game for generations. 

Longtime Boston Bruins executive Harry Sinden railed against the idea of 
“game management” by officials in the 1970s and 1980s. Heck, Peel 
himself seemed to acknowledge the notion of game management when 
he met a reporter in a bar in 2015 and explained two blown calls, which 
earned him a one-game suspension. 

It’s difficult to find proof in the numbers. The NHL has averaged six 
penalties per game this season and they are nearly evenly split between 
home team (2.9 per game) and visiting team (3.1 per game), according to 
a source. That is generally the average over the past five seasons, 
according to ScoutingTheRefs.com, which is home teams get 52 per cent 
of the calls in their favour. 

So, does that speak to a conscious effort by referees to find balance? Or 
is that simply how the games have gone? 

“I don’t think there’s a place in hockey for [make-up calls],” Duchene said 
in the radio interview. “You’ve got to call the game. I’ve always been 
frustrated when I see even-up calls. If one team is earning power plays, 
you can’t punish a team because the other is not. 
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“That call [on Arvidsson] was not a good call. We were watching the 
game and we were like ‘What the heck is that? That isn’t close to a 
penalty.’ I hope that’s not something that goes on with more officials. But 
there’s definitely nights where you’re skeptical of it, for sure.” 

A television broadcast’s failure to kill a microphone – the NHL’s second 
embarrassing hot mic incident this season – has opened a window for 
the NHL to give teams, players and fans more of the consistency they 
crave. 

There is an opportunity now to call the rule book exactly as it is written 
from training camp through the Stanley Cup Final, that a penalty in the 
first period of the preseason is still a penalty late in overtime with Lord 
Stanley on the line. 

Only time will tell if Peel’s incident is the impetus that causes the NHL to 
jump through it. 
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USA TODAY / Tim Peel, NHL ref caught on hot mic during Predators-
Red Wings game, will no longer officiate 

 

Lorenzo Reyes 

 

The NHL referee who was caught on a hot mic during a game Tuesday 
night, saying he wanted to call a penalty on the Nashville Predators, will 
no longer work games. 

Tim Peel won't be on the ice “now or in the future,” the NHL announced 
Wednesday morning. 

“Nothing is more important than ensuring the integrity of our game,” NHL 
senior executive vice president of hockey operations Colin Campbell said 
Wednesday in a statement. “Tim Peel’s conduct is in direct contradiction 
to the adherence to that cornerstone principle that we demand of our 
officials and that our fans, players, coaches and all those associated with 
our game expect and deserve. There is no justification for his comments, 
no matter the context or his intention, and the National Hockey League 
will take any and all steps necessary to protect the integrity our game.” 

The comment came Tuesday night in a 2-0 Predators victory over the 
Detroit Red Wings. During the TV broadcast, a then-unidentified official 
was heard saying he wanted to call a penalty against Nashville. 

“It wasn't much, but I wanted to get a (expletive) penalty against 
Nashville early,” the official was heard saying before the microphone shut 
off. The comment came just after Predators forward Viktor Arvidsson was 
called for a tripping penalty in the second period. 

Peel and Kelly Sutherland were the officials working the game and NHL 
deputy commissioner Bill Daly and director of officiating Stephen Walkom 
told The Athletic that the league was investigating the comments. 

Predators coach John Hynes deflected when asked after the game about 
Peel's comments, but instead praised his team for how it responded to 
the penalty. 

“You’re not so much worried about what’s going on in those situations as 
we’ve got to be able to kill the penalty, we’ve got to be ready to play, and 
that’s what I really liked about our team’s reaction to that situation,” 
Hynes said. 
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