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Hurricanes turn back Blue Jackets 4-3 in overtime as Sebastian Aho gets the winner
By Chip Alexander
Playing a team four straight times is asking a lot. It’s a test of
hockey skill but also focus and concentration after seeing the
same players on the other side time after time.
The Carolina Hurricanes and Columbus Blue Jackets likely
are tired of each other after slugging it out four games in a
row. But the two teams made the fourth of the four
interesting and exciting Thursday at Nationwide Arena, going
to overtime before the Canes won 4-3 on Sebastian Aho’s
goal.
Martin Necas first had a shot, retrieved the puck and then fed
Aho in front for the winner at 1:26 of overtime as Carolina
improved to 22-7-3 and took six points from the four games.

Canes in the second period 46 seconds after Werenski had
given the Blue Jackets a 1-0 lead.
“These games were two good teams, playing the right way,
no room, definitely grind games, every single one of them,”
said Aho, who also scored his 14th goal of the season.
Like a playoff series?
“Almost,” Aho said. “It’s not far from it. The games were
intense but they were fun to play.”
(Earlier games updates)
Moments after Necas had a chance to give the Canes a 3-1
lead, the Blue Jackets tied the score 2-2.

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour quickly pointed to goalie Alex
Nedeljkovic for being the difference in the game. The rookie,
given a second consecutive start after shutting out Columbus
on Monday, had 33 saves, mixing acrobatic stops with quick
glove saves.

Necas, who scored in the second period on a wraparound,
had a shorthanded chance early in the third. After the Canes
killed off the last 1:36 of a Warren Foegele penalty to begin
the third, Jake Bean was called for hooking. Necas, on the
penalty kill, soon was off with the puck but had a backhander
stopped by Korpisalo.

“He was great. He got us the two points tonight, plain and
simple,” Brind’Amour said.

Cam Atkinson then scored to finish off the Columbus power
play at 3:20 of the third for his 12th of the season.

Added Aho, “Ned, for sure, won this one for us.”

The Blue Jackets had a chance to move in front when Max
Domi broke in on Alex Nedeljkovic but had Nedeljkovic glove
his rising backhander with 11:22 left in regulation.

The Blue Jackets (13-13-8) tied the score at 3 with 15
seconds left in regulation after pulling goalie Joonas
Korpisalo for an extra attacker as Oliver Bjorkstrand batted in
a loose puck in front of Nedeljkovic. But the Canes kept their
poise and won in the overtime.
“Nothing fazes this group and that’s good and bad,”
Brind’Amour said. “Sometimes we keep playing and not
necessarily good and they don’t even realize we’re not
playing good. It’s like, “It’s OK, we’re fine’ and I’m losing it.
“There is something to be said because whatever happens
out there it’s all about that next shift and they haven’t been
fazed by it. It’s certainly a testament to the guys. It’s certainly
not me because I’m losing my mind when I see all that.”
The Canes took a 3-2 lead on Nino Niederreiter’s goal with
4:18 left in regulation, going to the front of the net and getting
position inside defenseman Zach Werenski. Jaccob Slavin
had the primary assist, and Dougie Hamilton also had an
assist to push his point streak to 13 games, the longest
active streak in the NHL.
Necas gave the Canes a dazzling goal in the second period,
sweeping behind the net for a quick wraparound that beat
Korpisalo. Had Necas beaten Korpisalo shorthanded early in
the third the Canes would have had a 3-1 lead, but Korpisalo
made the save and Cam Atkinson then scored on the power
play for a 2-2 tie.
Cedric Paquette, a veteran playing on the fourth line with
rookies Steven Lorentz and Morgan Geekie, scored for the

Second period: Canes lead 2-1
Necas picked up his seventh of the season at 17:16 of a fastpaced second. Picking up the puck in the Columbus zone, he
beat Korpisalo, who got a piece of the puck with his right pad
at the post but could not make the stop.
After a tight-checking, scoreless first period, the Canes and
Blue Jackets decided to turn it up a few notches in the
second.
Both teams raced up and down the ice before the Jackets
took the lead on Werenski goal. The 1-0 lead lasted 46
seconds before the Canes’ Cedric Paquette scored to tie it.
The Blue Jackets heavily pressured goalie Nedeljkovic in the
first seven minutes of the second before Werenski, off a
rebound, whacked the puck in for his fourth of the season at
7:03. Nedeljkovic earlier had stopped Eric Robinson and
Cam Atkinson with scrambling saves and the Jackets’ Max
Domi had a shot hit the post.
Paquette’s third of the season came when he collected the
loose puck in the slot. wheeled and beat Joonas Korpisalo. It
was the 50th career goal or Paquette.
Werenski left the game late in the second after a collision
with Brock McGinn that had both players tumble into the wall.
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First period: Power play hurts Canes
The Canes went into the game with the NHL’s top-ranked
power play but the their 5-on-4 play was disjointed and
ineffective in a scoreless first period.
At 5-on-5, the Canes were the better team. They outshot the
Blue Jackets 14-8, forechecked well, got a few good chances
and had Columbus goalie Joonas Korpisalo giving up some
rebounds.
But on the power play? The Canes had two — the second
abbreviated — and did not have a shot against an
aggressive penalty kill from Columbus. The best scoring
chance was a shorthanded breakaway by the Jackets’ Eric
Robinson that forced Alex Nedeljkovic into a tough stop.
The Canes’ best scoring chance might have come from the
fourth line as Cedric Paquette had a few cracks at the puck
in front of Korpisalo.
Ned in net again
Alex Nedeljkovic’s parents had an unexpected road trip to
make Thursday.
The Hurricanes goalie had family drive down from his
hometown of Parma, Ohio, about two hours away, for
Monday’s game against the Columbus Blue Jackets at
Nationwide Arena. He then had 19 saves in his second
shutout of the season as the Canes won 3-0.
Now, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has basically said, “Go
do it again, Ned.”
Nedeljkovic will start in consecutive games for the first time
Thursday as the Canes (21-7-3) and Blue Jackets (13-13-7)

close out their run of four straight games. Brind’Amour has
used a rotation with James Reimer and Nedeljkovic, but said
Thursday morning that the guy called “Ned” would get
another start.
“With two days rest I think he’s fresh,” Brind’Amour said.
“We’ll probably go back to a rotation after that.”
With goalie Petr Mrazek still recovering from thumb surgery,
Nedeljkovic has emerged as one of the team’s MVPs. He
has a 7-2-2 record and ranked fourth in the NHL with a 1.96
goals-against average and tied for third in save percentage
at .930 among goalies with at least five games played.
“He’s calm, he’s cool, he’s confident,” forward Jordan
Martinook said Thursday morning. “He’s loose. When you
see a goalie who’s just going with the flow and not too
worried about too much, then you don’t get worried too
much. He’s been really good.”
Still streaking
Dougie Hamilton’s 12-game point streak is the longest in
franchise history for a defenseman. It’s also the longest
active point streak in the NHL.
“It’s really impressive,” defenseman Jaccob Slavin said
Thursday of his defensive partner. “Obviously, he’s that
caliber of a player so it doesn’t necessarily come as a
surprise to us. In the first eight games he started the point
streak, we won all those games, and we’ve been in every
game since. It’s not a coincidence.”
During his point streak, he has two goals and 12 assists —
and had a potential overtime winner nullified by an offside
ruling. His next goal will be the 100th of his NHL career.
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Q&A: Hurricanes GM Don Waddell on shopping a goalie, deadline needs, extending Dougie
Hamilton and Rod Brind’Amour, more
By Sara Civian
A little over halfway through the longest-but-shortest NHL
season of all time, and the Carolina Hurricanes are looking
primed to make a deep playoff run.
Normally a team like that scours the trade deadline market
for a rental, right? Like virtually everything else, it’s not so
simple in 2020-21.
The Athletic caught up with Hurricanes president and general
manager Don Waddell on Thursday afternoon to talk about
the upcoming deadline, the challenges of this season and
the team’s multiple ongoing contract negotiations.
(Editor’s note: Transcript is edited for length and clarity.)
How would you evaluate the first half of the season?
When I look at it, we’ve had what I would say is our main
roster for one game this year, and that was the first game of
the season. And then, you know, by the time the second
game came, Jordan Staal had COVID, and then we went into
that whole thing. And since then, we’ve had a lot of injuries.
So looking at how our team has performed through the
adversity, I think it’s been very satisfying and very rewarding.
And then Petr Mrazek goes down and everybody’s worried
about goaltending. Alex Nedeljkovic and James Reimer have
done a tremendous job. We haven’t missed a beat. So
overall, I’m very pleased with how things have gone the first
part of the season.
Nedeljkovic has really emerged, given this opportunity.
Luckily you guys can hold three goaltenders on the roster
this season. Is that the plan when Mrazek comes back?
Yes. I’ve said the luxury of having the cap space is to keep
the three goalies. Nedeljkovic has been a great story — he
won that championship down in Charlotte in the American
Hockey League. But I’ve also said — we don’t have a lot of
cap space. If we’re gonna do something at the trade
deadline, maybe one of the chips is one of our goalies. I
can’t say which one. It depends. But, you know, I think as
you look at the way the schedule is and, hopefully going
deep in the playoffs, you’d think you’d want to have three
goalies. So I think this is a good problem to have, and we’ll
find a way to keep three goalies on the roster if we need to.
And if you were looking to make that trade, what do you think
the Hurricanes are lacking right now?
Well, it’s that right-hand-shot defenseman. We like our
defense, but you know, after you get through our first two
sets of pairs, we’ve got three lefties there. They all play well,
but they all would be better on their natural side. They’re all
left hands who would be better on the left side. … So if we
could add a right-hand-shot defenseman to complement
them, I think that would be good. And then, you’re always
looking to improve your team up front. When we’re healthy, I

think we’ve got three pretty darn good lines. But you also
can’t count on being healthy for the rest of the year because
of what happened the first half of the year. So we’re always
keeping our eye on what’s available. I don’t think we’re in the
rental business. There might be some hockey deals we could
make, because with the cap situation, it’s almost if you take
money on you almost gotta have money going out.
Right, so in general, with that in mind, what are you thinking
the trade deadline will look like across the league this
season?
Yeah, that’s interesting, because I have talked to most of the
GMs in the league, and I don’t think the prices are gonna be
paid like they used to be, and I’ll tell you a couple of things
about that. It used to be you’d go to your ownership and say,
“Hey, I’m gonna add this player who is gonna cost me $3
million.” … But if we won the first round back then, that would
have brought us in $8 million. Well, that’s out the window this
year because of the way finances are working and
attendance. So if you’re gonna pick up a lot of money and
give up assets, you gotta really believe that you’re truly one
of the teams that can win the Stanley Cup. The teams that
are trying just to get into the playoffs — it used to be a big
economic factor for them just to get in, so they were willing to
pay a price. Now I don’t think I don’t see that happening
because, you know, I’m gonna give up assets, take on
money, and I still might miss the playoffs this year. The way
that the setup is. So I think we’re looking at this: There will be
some deals made, some prices paid, but not like years
before. Last year we made the three deals. One was a rental
in Sami Vatanen, and then the other two were hockey trades:
Vincent Trocheck and Brady Skjei. I do see some hockey
trades happening, but I just don’t see the prices being paid
for rental players this year.
And then you’ve got a few big upcoming contracts, like
Dougie Hamilton. You’ve tabled talks on those until the end
of the season, right?
Yeah, I think that’s better. Dougie is a very conscious player.
He cares, and we like Dougie, but I think he’s one of the
guys that if he had to deal with a contract during the year, it’s
gonna affect his play. So we decided, let’s just put it aside.
We’ve all said we love Dougie. He loves us. But it’s a
numbers game. So at the end of the year, we sit down. It’s
not like we’re gonna trade Dougie Hamilton at the deadline.
And if he leaves at the end of the year, then he was our
rental, but I think he wants to be here. We want him to be
here. It’s just a matter of saying, “OK, what’s the value?”
Knowing that there’s a flat cap going forward, what can we
afford? We wanna keep our team. Not just next year, but
going forward. You know, next year, like you said, you’ve got
fresh contract negotiations. You got any cash coming up?
You’re gonna have some other guys. You know, if you’re
gonna be a good team, you’ve gotta be able to keep all these
assets together.
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This season has been hard for everybody. But what have
been some challenging things for GMs behind the scenes
that we wouldn’t know about?
Well, the biggest thing is you’d like to go out and watch
games and watch your prospects play and things like that,
and that just isn’t happening. Any of our prospects that are
playing either in Chicago or over in Europe, you watch a lot
of video. You’re more focused on your own division because
it doesn’t matter what happens in the other divisions. You’ve
gotta get out of your own division to advance. You normally
tend to watch other divisions if there’s games on and we’re
not playing. Now I’m always focused on watching teams in
our division. And now, at this time of year, you’re trying to
watch all the teams in case a trade comes up.
It’s tough. There are so many games.
Every night. Every night. Normally you go to the world
juniors, then you go to some junior and college hockey
games during the year. This year, being grounded every
night, you’re at home if your team’s not playing, and I’ve had
more late nights than ever. Like last night I stayed up
watching L.A. until 12:30 a.m. Normally you don’t have to do
that because you’re gonna see L.A. enough times during the
year. But this year, you know, you’ve gotta make sure you do
your homework and know the other team, the other players.
Speaking of late nights, you’ve had a few of those with your
1,000th game as an NHL GM just passed. What’s kept you in
the game so long?
I felt like it was my 3,000th game, but they don’t ever count
all the 600 games or so when you’re just the team president.
First of all, I’m very fortunate I’ve worked for and with good
people through the years. And that’s what inspires me to try
to do the best job that I can. I like to surround myself and
work with good people and people that care about not just
winning and losing but about being good people.
And, you know, to be honest, I didn’t even know until that
morning. (Vice president of communications and team
services) Mike Sundheim called me and said, “You know,
tonight’s your thousandth regular-season game.” I said I had
no idea. I had no idea. So I feel very fortunate, and I know
there’s a lot of guys who don’t make it there. I know the
players when they make 1,000 games, it’s a great
accomplishment for them.
I’ll remember my thousandth game because it’s probably the
most frustrating loss I’ve had here since I’ve been the GM.
Winning the game with 28 seconds left, get scored on, score,
then overtime. Then it gets called back and we lose it. Then
the shootout. So my thousandth game will go down as one I
will remember.

That was probably one of the weirdest hockey games I have
ever witnessed.
Yeah, it was just the way the whole game went. I thought for
sure we’d won. I came downstairs, lower to the ice, for
overtime. It’s just a superstition I have. And then we scored. I
couldn’t see the offside. So I walked into the locker room and
all the guys are looking at the TV, and once you see the
replay, it was offside. So it was one of those nights that you’d
like to forget.
When you talk about working with good people — it’s
obvious Rod Brind’Amour wants to stay with the Canes, but
at the same time, he’s one of the best coaches in the NHL,
and everybody knows it. There’s gonna be some deals
thrown his way. So how are you guys gonna navigate that?
We’re actually getting close. We’ve talked a lot and, as you
know, the one thing about Roddy is he wears the Hurricanes
logo on his sleeve. He wants to be a Hurricane for life. The
way I think, you can give him a long-term contract, and when
he’s done coaching, he can move up and be in the front
office, and I think he’ll do a great job there also. And Rod’s
not all about the money. I mean, he wants to be paid
accordingly, but he loves it here. He won a Cup here. His
family loves it here, and saying all that, if we pay what he
thinks his value is, which I think we’re very close, by the way,
there’s no reason why he’s gonna go anyplace else. And
yes, he would be able to make more money. I’m very upfront
with him, and he knows it. He could go as a free agent and
make more money. But the change of lifestyle and not being
a Hurricane, I think is a big part. But saying that, we also got
to be fair with him, too.
We’re close on the value of what the contact will be. But, you
know, pinning Rod down and getting an hour to talk about
this is, like, nearly impossible. He’s worried about his
coaching this team. So a couple of times in the road, we grab
some time and that. So you know, I know he’s not worried
about it. We’re not worried about it. We’ve had enough talks
to get us to a point where I think we’re all feeling like we’ll get
this done.
Is there any timeline for Mrazek yet? It seemed like he was
going to come back much sooner and there was a setback?
Well, the step back was, he had to go back out to see the
doctor out in Colorado where he had the initial surgery, and
there was a quarantine period and all that when he came
back. So he’s back now, fully practicing and had a good
practice again today. I don’t know what the exact date is, but
I know he’s feeling better and better. And, you know, to be
fair, we can’t just throw him into a game with three or four
practices under his belt. We have to give him some time, and
he’ll tell us when he’s ready to go, whether that’s this week
or potentially next week.
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Hurricanes finish off series with Blue Jackets with OT win
After Columbus scored a late goal to earn a point, Sebastian
Aho scored at 3-on-3 to win it
By Cory Lavalette
The Blue Jackets forced overtime with an extra attacker goal
with 16 seconds remaining, but Sebastian Aho scored in
overtime to give the Hurricanes a 4-3 win Thursday in
Columbus.
Cedric Paquette, Martin Necas and Nino Niederreiter also
scored for Carolina, which improved to 22-7-3 on the season.
Three Thoughts
1. Despite losing the first two games of the four-game set
against the Blue Jackets, the Hurricanes entered Thursday’s
finale with a chance to get six of a possible eight points.
Mission accomplished.
“These games were two good teams playing the right way,
no room,” Aho said. “It definitely was (grinding) games, every
single one of them. We expect to win every single one, but
these last two were big ones.”
Carolina again had its hands full with the Blue Jackets, who
survived a first-period onslaught to outplay the Hurricanes for
much of the rest of the game. But the Hurricanes were
resilient and didn’t crumble when Columbus kept clawing
back.

3. Another day, another stellar performance from Alex
Nedeljkovic. The Hurricanes goalie improved to 8-2-2 with a
2.05 goals-against average and .929 race percentage after
making 33 saves in Thursday’s win.
It’s hard to see anyone other than Minnesota’s Kirill Kaprizov
being this year’s rookie of the year, but Nedeljkovic is
certainly in the conversation to be a Calder Trophy finalist.
He and the Islanders Ilya Sorokin have nearly identical
numbers, while other rookies like Washington’s Vitek
Vanecek, Minnesota’s Kaapo Kahkonen and Chicago’s
Kevin Lankinen have made this year’s rookie class one of
the best in memory.
Nedeljkovic’s glove save on Max Domi and stop in tight on
Foligno were just two of several great saves that kept
Carolina from falling behind.
“It was every period, I feel like at least three or four great
saves,” Aho said. “And sometimes when the team isn’t
playing that well, your goalie can bail you out, and Ned, for
sure, won this one for us.
Number To Know
14 — Goals on the season for both Aho and Niederreiter,
who remain tied for the team lead in goal with the injured
Vincent Trocheck one behind.
They Said It

“I don’t know what it is,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour
said. “Nothing fazes this group. And that’s good and bad,
right? I think sometimes we just can keep playing — and not
necessarily good — and it’s like they don’t even realize we’re
not playing good.

“Well, Cory, did you see us playing that third period?”

“It’s like, ‘Eh, we’re OK, it’s fine,’ and I’m losing it. But it really
is something to be said that whatever happens out there, it’s
always about that next shift. … It’s a testament to the guys
— certainly not me, because I’m losing my mind when I see
all that stuff.”

Plus

2. Consecutive penalties late in the second and early in the
third gave the Blue Jackets the chance they needed to get
back in the game.
First, Warren Foegele was called for an elbow on Blue
Jackets captain Nick Foligno with 24 seconds left in the
second period and Carolina up 2-1. The Hurricanes killed
that one off at the start of third, but it wasn’t long before
defenseman Jake Bean was in the box for hooking on a
scoring chance in front of the Carolina net.
Noted Canes killer Cam Atkinson scored on the second
power play at 3:20 of the third to tie the game.

— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour when I asked him the
decision to move Niederreiter onto Jordan Staal’s wing and it
paying immediate dividends with a goal.

Martin Necas, Hurricanes forward — Necas continues to be
a human highlight reel. Necas — who now has five goals and
eight assists in 12 games this month — showed off another
tool in his repertoire with a blazing wraparound goal at 17:16
of the second period to give Carolina a 2-1 lead.
“He’s just growing in confidence,” Brind’Amour said of
Necas.
Necas then created the game-winner in overtime, rushing in
for a chance at 3-on-3 but bobbling the puck for a weak effort
on goalie Joonas Korpisalo (29 saves). But Necas stayed
with it and found Aho alone in front, and the Carolina center
banged the puck past defenseman Zach Werenski and into
the vacant net for the win.
“He’s basically stepped into a role that was kind of an
opportunity that’s been given him, just through injuries
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really,” Brind’Amour said, “you know that extra ice time,
those extra opportunities, and he’s flourishing right now. So,
thankfully for us, he’s played really well.”
Minus
Warren Foegele, Hurricanes forward — On top of his
reckless elbow to Foligno, Foegele came up short with a
chance to ice the game in regulation. Racing toward
Columbus’ empty net, Foegele took fire but shot wide. Blue

Jackets defenseman Seth Jones slashed at Foegele, but the
replay showed that while Jones certainly rushed the
Hurricanes winger, it made contact after the shot was
released.
The Hurricanes iced the puck soon after and Columbus
scored on the ensuing play with 14 seconds remaining in
regulation to force OT.

Recap: Canes Recover to Top Blue Jackets in Overtime
Aho nets the game-winner in a 4-3 OT final
By Michael Smith
COLUMBUS - After the Columbus Blue Jackets tied the
game late in regulation, the Carolina Hurricanes bounced
back in overtime to secure a 4-3 victory in the fourth straight
meeting between the two teams.
The Difference
The trio of Sebastian Aho, Martin Necas and Dougie
Hamilton is pretty dangerous in 3-on-3 overtime.
About 80 seconds into the extra period, Necas poked his
stick out to defend a Jack Roslovic pass. Necas then raced
to chase down the loose puck in the neutral zone. He
shrugged off Zach Werenski to get off a backhand chance
that Joonas Korpisalo bodied down but couldn't control.
Necas picked up the rebound, and with Korpisalo having
drifted out of his crease, he centered the puck to Aho, who
confidently fired in a one-timer into the yawning cage.
"It was a very tough game overall for us. We didn't play the
way we wanted to play, and everything was very choppy,"
Nino Niederreiter said. "We found a way to win, which was
definitely huge."
Fist Bumps
Alex Nedeljkovic
Aho scored the game-winning goal, but the only reason the
Canes were in a position to snag two points in this game was
the goaltending of Nedeljkovic, who earned a second straight
start after pitching a 19-save shutout on Monday.
Nedeljkovic saw nearly double the work on Thursday, as he
posted 33 saves on 36 shots against a Blue Jackets team
that was hungry and buzzing, especially in the latter 40
minutes.
Whenever the Canes needed a big save, Nedeljkovic was
there.
"I saw a lot of key saves that kept us in the game. Every
period, he had three or four great saves," Aho said.

"Sometimes when the team isn't playing that well, your goalie
can bail you out. Ned for sure won this one for us."
Maybe his best work came on Max Domi's breakaway
attempt in the third period.
In his last nine starts, Nedeljkovic is 7-1-1 with a 1.64 goalsagainst average, a .943 save percentage and two shutouts.
"He was great. He got us the two points tonight, plain and
simple," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "He made some
real big saves and allowed us to just kind of hang around
and get two points."
Martin Necas
Martin Necas continues to dazzle.
Late in the second period, Necas hopped over the boards
and twirled his stick in his hands, as if he knew he was about
to make some magic happen. And then he did.
Necas raced to a loose puck and accelerated as he cruised
around the defense. He circled around the back of the net at
top speed, and with his left knee rotating on the ice, he
stuffed in the puck on a wrap-around, a beauty of a highlight
reel goal.
"I know how good he is," Aho said. "Our team knows how
good he is, but maybe for the media and other teams, maybe
he's underrated. Our team for sure knows how good he is."
Nino Niederreiter
With his team skating flat in the third period, Brind'Amour
juggled the lines to search for some sort of spark, and he
found just that.
Jordan Staal won an offensive-zone faceoff - as he's known
to do - and Niederreiter helped it back to Dougie Hamilton at
the point. Hamilton swung it over to Jaccob Slavin. From the
top of the left circle, Slavin put the puck toward the net, and
Niederreiter turned his blade to deflect it in.
Niederreiter is tied for the team lead in goals with 14 in 32
games this season, equaling his goal total in the last 36
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games of the 2018-19 season after he was acquired by the
Canes.
Cedric Paquette
After the Blue Jackets came out humming in the second
period and Zach Werenski opened the scoring, it took the
Canes just 46 seconds to answer back and tie the game at
one.
Brady Skeji's point shot didn't get through, but Paquette
located the puck in the slot, spun and popped a shot past
Korpisalo.

longest active point streak in the NHL and the longest by an
NHL defenseman this season, and now equals the longest
by any NHL player (Auston Matthews) this season.
14: Aho and Niederreiter are tied for the team lead in goals
with 14 through 32 games.
6: The Canes earned at least a point in all four games
against the Blue Jackets in this miniseries to finish with six of
a possible eight points in this stretch.
Quote of the Night

"We knew we needed to bring a good shift and bring
intensity," Paquette said. "We had a good shift in the O-zone
and ended up scoring a goal."

"It was two good teams playing the right way. Not a lot of
room. Definitely were griding games, every single one of
them. We expect to win every single one of them, but these
last two were big ones." - Sebastian Aho

Stats Pack

Up Next

13: With the secondary assist on Niederreiter's goal in the
third period, Hamilton extended his franchise-best point
streak by a defenseman to 13 games (2g, 13a). It's the

The Canes host the Tampa Bay Lightning on Saturday night
before hitting the road again for two games in Chicago.

Hamilton extends point streak to 13, Hurricanes top Blue Jackets in OT
Assist ties longest run in NHL this season; Aho scores
winner at 1:26
By Craig Merz
COLUMBUS -- Dougie Hamilton extended his point streak to
13 games for the Carolina Hurricanes in 4-3 overtime win
against the Columbus Blue Jackets at Nationwide Arena on
Thursday.
Sebastian Aho scored the winner off a pass by Martin Necas
at 1:26.
The Blue Jackets tied it 3-3 with 16 seconds left in the third
period on a goal by Oliver Bjorkstrand with Joonas Korpisalo
pulled after Nino Niederreiter gave the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead
at 15:42.
Hamilton had the secondary assist on Niederreiter's goal.
The defenseman has scored 15 points (two goals, 13
assists) during the point streak that ties Auston Matthews of
the Toronto Maple Leafs for the longest in the NHL this
season.
"It was a very tough game overall for us," Niederreiter said.
"We didn't play the way we wanted to play but we found a
way to win."
Alex Nedeljkovic made 33 saves for the Hurricanes (22-7-3),
who won the last two of the four-game set following 3-2
overtime and shootout wins for Columbus at Carolina. The
Hurricanes won 3-0 here Monday.

"That's a big point for us," Blue Jackets coach John
Tortorella said. "Four games against one of the top teams in
the League. We go 2-1-1 against them. We come back and
tie it up late and the two periods we played are probably two
of the best we played all year long. I hope it keeps propelling
us."
Cam Atkinson scored and had an assist, Seth Jones had
three assists and Korpisalo made 29 saves for the Blue
Jackets (13-13-8).
"We know that we are on the right track here, we really are,"
Columbus captain Nick Foligno said. "It's a really good team
we played four times in a row and got a lot of points off of
them."
Zach Werenski gave Columbus a 1-0 lead at 7:03 of the
second period. He was on the rush when his pass through
the crease could not be converted by Kevin Stenlund.
Werenski gathered the puck from behind the goal line and
banked a shot off the right shoulder of Nedeljkovic.
Cedric Paquette made it 1-1 at 7:49. A shot from the right
point by Brady Skjei went off Paquette to his skates.
Necas scored on a wraparound to make it 2-1 at 17:16. He
has scored in two straight games and has seven goals for
the season.
"Our team knows how good he is," Aho said. "Maybe the
media doesn't know about him but our team for sure does."
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Atkinson made it 2-2 with his first power-play goal of the
season at 3:20 of the third. His shot from the right wall
deflected off Hamilton and the left post. He has 12 goals to
tie Bjorkstrand for the Blue Jackets lead.

"We got a good face-off win," Niederreiter said. "We knew we
had to get pucks to the net and go there. I'm glad I got
rewarded and had a chance to win the game."

At 8:37, Nedeljkovic gloved a backhand by Max Domi on a
breakaway.

At 19:05, Jones got a stick on a shot by Warren Foegele and
the puck went wide of the empty net to allow Columbus to tie
it seconds later.

"He got us the two points tonight, plain and simple," Carolina
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "He made some real big saves
that allowed us to hang around and get two points."

"We find a way to get one," Werenski said. "There's no time
to sit here and feel sorry for ourselves that we didn't get a
second.

Niederreiter's goal came after Jordan Staal won the draw to
Hamilton at the right point. He passed across to Jaccob
Slavin and Niederreiter was in front for the redirect.

"I thought we played a good hockey game. There's a lot of
things we can take from that game and build on and there's
still some things we have to clean up."

Aho’s OT goal lifts Hurricanes over Blue Jackets 4-3
By Mitch Stacy
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Sebastian Aho scored 1:26 into
overtime to give the Carolina Hurricanes a 4-3 win over the
Columbus Blue Jackets on Thursday night and earn a split of
a four-game series.
Aho had a wide-open net after Martin Necas’ shot off a rush
was stopped by Joonas Korpisalo, but the goalie’s
momentum forced him out of the crease as he tried to
contain the rebound.
Oliver Bjorkstrand tipped in a goal from the doorstep to tie
the game for Columbus with 16 seconds left in regulation.
Cedric Paquette, Nino Niederreiter and Necas also scored
for the Hurricanes, and Alex Nedeljkovic followed up a
shutout on Monday night with 33 saves.
“It was a very tough game overall for us,” Niederreiter said.
“We didn’t play the way we wanted to play, but we found a
way to win.”
The Hurricanes are 2-1-2 in their last five, following an eightgame win streak, and are in second place behind Tampa
Bay in the Central Division.
Carolina dropped the first two to Columbus, one in overtime
and one in a shootout, before winning both this week.
“They were definitely grind games, every single one of them,”
Niederreiter said. “We expect to win every one of them, but
these last two were big ones.”
Zach Werenski and Cam Atkinson also scored for the Blue
Jackets, and Joonas Korpisalo made 29 saves.
After a scoreless first, a Blue Jackets’ second-period push
finally paid off when Werenski fielded a rebounded puck off
the back boards and bounced it in off Nedeljkovic’s back at
7:03. The lead lasted only 46 seconds, until Paquette spun
around in traffic and scored from the slot.

Necas gave Carolina a 2-1 lead late in the second when he
poked a wrap-around shot in off Korpisalo’s skate.
Columbus tied the game again early in the third when
Atkinson’s shot from the far left was inadvertently redirected
by Carolina defenseman Dougie Hamilton. Niederreiter
scored at 15:42 to put the Hurricanes up again, and Warren
Foegele just missed an empty-netter with under a minute left
before Bjorkstrand’s goal sent to the game to overtime.
“We find a way to get one (point),” Werenski said, “There’s
no time to sit here and feel sorry for ourselves that we didn’t
get a second. I thought we played a good hockey game.
There’s a lot of things we can take from that game and build
on and there’s still some things we have to clean up.”
Columbus coach John Tortorella said the second and third
periods were two of the best his team has played all year.
“That’s a big point for us,” he said. “Four games against one
of the top teams in the league — we go 2-1-1 against them.”
DYAMITE DOUGIE
With an assist on Niederreriter’s goal, Hamilton has
registered a point in the Hurricanes’ last 13 games, tying the
longest point streak in the NHL this season. Toronto’s
Auston Matthews had a 13-game scoring streak that
stretched from mid-January to mid-February. It’s also the
longest point streak by a defenseman in franchise history.
NOW OR NEVER
The Blue Jackets are embarking on a stretch of games seen
as important to their future. Starting the day just two points
behind Chicago for the fourth playoff spot, they play eight of
the next 10 against the leaders of the Central Division. Their
performance could determine how active they’ll be at the
NHL trade deadline April 12. Captain Nick Foligno and
stalwart defenseman David Savard are among those who will
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be unrestricted free agents after the season, and they’ll likely
draw some interest.

Hurricanes: Host Tampa Bay on Saturday before departing
for a two-game trip to Chicago.

“We know that we are on the right track here, we really are,”
Foligno said.

Blue Jackets: Open a two-game series at Detroit on
Saturday, the start of a six-game trip.

UP NEXT

NHL Power Rankings: The Trade Candidates Edition
By Rory Boylen
Weren't we supposed to get some big trades this week, at
least in the North Division?
Crickets.
As the struggling Toronto Maple Leafs hit a quiet two-week
period, all eyes were on the team hungriest to make a big
splash in this year's market, but nothing has come to fruition
yet. The American teams, well, they can maybe be a bit
more patient as their quarantine rules are a little more lax
than for players crossing the border into Canada.
At the same time, teams that looked to be settling as hard
sellers – Nashville, Columbus – have turned it on and got
themselves back into a race. It's been too early to pull the
chute on their seasons.
The fact remains that we're two and a half weeks out from
this year's trade deadline and the moves will eventually start
breaking. So in this week's NHL Power Rankings – where we
list the best teams with a weight towards recent play – we
focus on one trade candidate from each.
The idea was to stay away from the generic "first-round pick"
for the top teams and instead try to find a roster player or
prospect who could be a candidate. So bear with me at the
top of this list – the names get more interesting as we go.
1. Tampa Bay Lightning: Alex Barre-Boulet
No one will believe me now, but I did have Alex Volkov here
when writing out the list Wednesday night. Now that he's
been traded, effectively for cap space, we'll look to BarreBoulet as a possible piece the Lightning could move for more
immediate help. He has seven points in five AHL games this
season after being right near a point per game in that league
the past two seasons.
2. Vegas Golden Knights: Jimmy Schuldt
Admittedly, this was a tough one to come up with. The
Golden Knights appear set to have a relatively quiet deadline
without any cap room and there aren't any roster players that
scream trade candidate. If there is a deal to be had, though,
perhaps someone will take a flier on the 25-year-old
defenceman who is facing an uphill battle to ever finding a
top-six spot in Vegas.
3. Colorado Avalanche: Shane Bowers
Like most contenders, the Avs would likely be dealing picks
or prospects if they're going to make an addition. Bowers, a

first-rounder from 2017 acquired in the Matt Duchene deal, is
perhaps a candidate to go in this scenario.
4. Washington Capitals: Jonas Siegenthaler
He's just 23 and has lost playing time in Washington this
season, but is still young enough that a non-playoff team
could seek him as a target in trade.
5. New York Islanders: Anthony Beauvillier
This season has been a difficult one for Beauvillier, who has
stalled and even backtracked as a producer. We think the
Islanders would rather keep everyone and not shake up any
chemistry – they have plenty of cap room with Anders Lee
out for the season – but if GM Lou Lamoriello goes really big
then the 23-year-old Beauvillier might be a young NHL piece
he has to consider dealing.
6. Carolina Hurricanes: Morgan Geekie
If they're active, they'll buy, and they'll likely not want to
move big pieces from their roster. A 22-year-old Geekie,
who's just starting to get his first NHL games under his belt,
could be used for more immediate help in a Cup run.
7. Minnesota Wild: Marcus Johansson
The Wild are a really interesting team and will probably buy,
if anything, but Johansson's role and importance is
diminishing and he's a pending UFA. If they add and want to
clear cap room to make space for someone else, would
another team take on his upside for a bargain return and one
run?
8. Edmonton Oilers: Caleb Jones
The Oilers are tight to the cap, making any deal unlikely at
this point. It would have to be money in, money out. But
looking ahead to the Seattle expansion draft, the Oilers
would protect at least four (if not five) defencemen ahead of
Jones, who has struggled and been made a healthy scratch
this season. He makes $850,000 against the cap this season
and next, and at 23 could be a dark horse candidate if GM
Ken Holland is itching to find a deal to help with the depth up
front.
9. Florida Panthers: Chris Driedger
Sergei Bobrovsky is starting to take the net back (though
Driedger still has good numbers this month) so the Panthers
could explore moving Driedger now rather than lose him for
nothing either to free agency or, possibly, Seattle expansion.
10. Winnipeg Jets: Sami Niku
If the Jets are going to find a way to upgrade their blue line –
especially for beyond this season – they may have to give up
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a roster player. Niku, 24, has interesting upside and is the
exact type of player a re-tooling team could target as part of
a bigger deal.
11. Pittsburgh Penguins: Marcus Pettersson
The Penguins seem likely to try and buy to add to this
surging group so there aren't a lot of roster players that make
sense to trade. Pettersson could be interesting, though,
because he's making over $4 million on their third pair, is
young (24) and signed through another four seasons. If
there's a team that likes him, the Pens could use the
opportunity to move him and clear space for someone else.
12. Toronto Maple Leafs: Rodion Amirov
Just about anything is on the table as far as picks and
prospects go. Amirov's KHL season is finished now so the
Leafs, or someone, could bring him over ASAP if they
wanted. He's the Leafs' first-round pick from a year ago and
one of their top prospects.
13. Boston Bruins: Jake DeBrusk
The Bruins need more reliable scoring from beyond the
Perfection Line. DeBrusk, 24, could be part of that solution or
an attractive piece another team might give up a more
experienced scorer for.
14. Montreal Canadiens: Paul Byron
Habs GM Marc Bergevin insists he's going to be quiet at the
deadline, but this is clearly a "go for it" season so anything is
possible. If they have to move a player out to make the
numbers work, Byron is a candidate and he'd add a midlineup player to a new team for another two seasons.
15. St. Louis Blues: Vince Dunn
Dunn has been on the block before and though it may make
more sense to trade him this off-season when he's an RFA
again, if St. Louis wants to make a significant addition the
24-year-old puck-moving defenceman would have plenty of
suitors.
16. Philadelphia Flyers: Scott Laughton
If the Flyers buy, it'll be with an eye on next year and
beyond. Two games behind Boston for the last playoff spot in
the division, and with three more games played than the
Bruins, Philadelphia likely won't be in the rental market.
Laughton is a pending UFA and could be a tough re-sign.
With that in mind, the Flyers could be soft sellers by the
deadline and that'd make Laughton a candidate.
17. Arizona Coyotes: Conor Garland
Less than a million bucks for a player with as many even
strength points as Gabriel Landeskog, Jonathan
Marchessault, Sebastian Aho and Brayden Point this
season. An arbitration-eligible RFA for another two seasons,
too.
18. New York Rangers: Ryan Strome
The 27-year-old is having another strong offensive season
with 26 points in 31 games and would be a nice get for any
team looking for a shot of offence and help on the power
play. They'd get him for next season, too, as Strome is
signed through 2021-22.
19. Columbus Blue Jackets: David Savard
It's hard to say what the Blue Jackets will sell now that
they're back in the playoff race, but the general feeling is that
pending UFA Savard won't be back, so they may want to flip

him anyway and acquire a piece that will help in the next few
years.
20. Los Angeles Kings: Alex Iafallo
The Kings may rather sign the 27-year-old pending UFA, but
as a centre he'll have a lot of suitors around the league as
playoff teams always look for depth at the position. And
Iafallo would be more than depth – he could be an effective
second-liner or a really strong 3C.
21. Chicago Blackhawks: Dylan Strome
Still in a playoff spot but with just three wins in their past 10.
Columbus (and even Nashville), are charging, while Dallas
remains a bit of a dark horse wild card. The Hawks are still
building and could help that long-term if they entertain
moving Strome, a 24-year-old centre with another season
under contract.
22. Nashville Predators: Mattias Ekholm
Elliotte Friedman has been reporting on the possibility that
Ryan Ellis may be the Preds defenceman to go, but at least
he's locked up for a long time. Ekholm would need to be resigned in a year so there could be some uncertainty there,
especially when it comes to price point in a flat cap. Ekholm
cold bring back a big enough return himself, though one
wonders how big they'll sell now that they're back in the
playoff race.
23. Vancouver Canucks: Brandon Sutter
It was a good month overall for the Canucks, but they've lost
two in a row and reality will eventually set in that they should
be sellers. When it does, Sutter as a third-line centre would
be one piece to move.
24. Ottawa Senators: Ryan Dzingel
Acquired from Carolina earlier this season, Dzingel has five
goals in 10 games with the Sens and would be a depth rental
add for a team looking for a bit of offensive pop, likely for a
third line.
25. Dallas Stars: Blake Comeau
Seven points out of a playoff spot with four games in hand,
the math is getting tougher on the Stars to qualify as a topfour team. If they get near April 12 and have pulled no closer,
they'd be wise to explore shipping out pending UFA veterans
like Comeau who are usually attractive adds around this
time.
26. New Jersey Devils: Kyle Palmieri
They might prefer to re-sign him, but the pending UFA has to
be dealt if nothing is done by the deadline. He's an effective
5-on-5 scorer who could do more than he has this season if
surrounded by a better team.
27. Calgary Flames: Sam Bennett
He's requested a trade, but the Flames would rather hold on
to him for 'Playoff Sam Bennett.' Of course, if we're not going
to see 'Playoff Flames' they may as well trade him for what
they can get.
28. San Jose Sharks: Devan Dubnyk
A pending UFA, the Sharks would be happy to get anything
for Dubnyk, who at this point isn't much more than security
for a playoff team.
29. Detroit Red Wings: Jonathan Bernier
He's having an admirable season behind one of the league's
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worst teams. Bernier is 14th among all goalies in goals
saved above expected and will be a UFA this summer.
Bernier would be a backup upgrade for a load of teams out
there.
30. Anaheim Ducks: Rickard Rakell
The price may be high, but the upside is, too. It's been three
years since he scored at a 30-goal pace, but you'd get two

seasons of trying to get him back there, and for a $3.789million cap hit the value is intriguing.
31. Buffalo Sabres: Taylor Hall
It's terrible for just about everyone in Buffalo, but Hall could
be a heck of a secondary contributor if a move reinvigorates
the pending UFA.

The Carolina Hurricanes and the Trade Deadline: After every storm there is a rainbow
The trade deadline had long been a time of disappointment
for the Carolina Hurricanes, but after a near decade of
dreading it, it’s now a time Canes fans are looking forward to.

injuries, I’m a bit more hesitant to bet on Carolina versus the
world.

By Ryan Henkel

As such, it may be imperative for the Canes to make a
deadline move if only to bring in some injury insurance.

There are three unfortunate truths about the NHL trade
deadline.

But today, we take a look at the past deadlines that the
Hurricanes have taken part in.

1.

Your favorite team probably will not end up with that
one player you’ve been really coveting and
advocating for on social media the past month

2.

They will overpay for a minor addition.

Historically, the trade deadline hasn’t been a happy time for
Hurricanes fans. With only seven seasons having actually
qualified for the playoffs — less than a third of their total in
North Carolina — it wasn’t often that the team was buyers at
the deadline.

3.

If your team is bad, you are losing your favorite
players.

Unfortunately, most years saw the team shedding off salaries
of players mostly for mediocre returns.

This season, there is also a fourth unfortunate truth.
1.

Nobody wants to make trades because of
quarantining periods and lack of knowledge on how
they will perform outside of their division.

So with the trade deadline only two weeks away, the odds
aren’t great for a blockbuster move, but that may be the best
thing for the Hurricanes.
It’s no secret that Carolina likes its group. They say it every
time any reporter mentions a trade rumor or asks about
deadline plans. “We like our group.” And for the most part, I
agree with them.
They have a great top six, excellent depth, a solid defensive
corps and an emerging netminder.
However, injuries in just the wrong spots have taken a bit of
fuel out of the Canes’ “To the Moon” rocket.
Their number one netminder, Petr Mrazek, has missed
essentially the entire season, their top-six has taken a
massive blow on both ends of the ice with Vincent Trocheck
and Teuvo Teravainen’s absences, and Jake Gardiner was
playing his best hockey as a Hurricane before going down.
When everyone is healthy, I’d take the Hurricanes versus
any team in the league. But now, thanks to those few key

But there were quite a few all in years that gave the
Hurricanes some good runs.
In 2002, the team traded Shane Willis and Chris Dingman to
the Tampa Bay Lightning for Kevin Weekes, who formed a
dynamite tandem with Artus Irbe, helping take the team to
their first Stanley Cup Final.
In 2006, the Hurricanes acquired Mark Recchi from
Pittsburgh and Doug Weight from St. Louis for quite a few
pieces, but their veteran leadership and still capable play
provided the boost Carolina needed to take it all.
The Canes didn’t go full sell mode when they missed the
playoffs the next two seasons, opting more for player swaps
until they finally managed to get another berth at the playoffs
in 2009.
That year the team acquired both Jussi Jokinen and Erik
Cole, adding to the pickups of Tuomo Ruutu, Joe Corvo and
Patrick Eaves in 2008 and Dennis Seidenberg in 2007.
That team would get back-to-back upsets over the New
Jersey Devils and Boston Bruins before falling to the
eventual cup winning Pittsburgh Penguins in the Eastern
Conference Finals.
And then that’s when the dark years happened.
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Year after year of mediocre seasons and watching other
teams be excited for the deadline and speculating on the
players they might acquire. Meanwhile Hurricanes fans just
wallowed in their disappointment.
The team had gone through a few tough sells before with
franchise legends like Glen Wesley in 2003 and Ron Francis
in 2004, but the continuous selling off of players year after
year was like death by a thousand cuts and eventually it
became numbing.
The first season of the long dark was 2010 and saw the
trading away of a number of players, including Matt Cullen,
Aaron Ward, Scott Walker and Joe Corvo.
In 2011 it was Sergei Samsonov, though the Hurricanes, in a
playoff push at the time, did bring in Cory Stillman and Bryan
Allen (for Samsonov).
The two team favorite Finns were lost in back to back years
starting with Jussi Jokinen in 2013 and then Tuomo Ruutu in
2014.
Another trio of players was lost in 2015 seeing Tim Gleason,
Jiri Tlusty and Andrej Sekera traded away.
Maybe one of the toughest years to swallow was 2016. That
year saw the team captain and franchise player Eric Staal as
well as John Michael Liles and Kris Versteeg sent out.
There was no relief in 2017 as that time it was Viktor
Stalberg and Ron Hainsey leaving.
And finally in 2018, the team battled in the race for the
playoffs till the end, but no help was brought in and the team
faltered out in the end.
But after every storm comes a rainbow, and the Hurricanes
have been enjoying a steady growth in the league since
2018, leading to them being one of the top teams today.
For the third year in a row, Carolina is going to be a buyer at
the trade deadline, ready for its third straight playoff
appearance, which would be the first time in team history.
Every deadline under Don Waddell has been building up to
the Hurricanes’ roster not just with rental players, but good
players with term left on their contracts that have bolstered
the group to new levels.
In their first season back to the playoffs, Waddell fleeced the
Minnesota Wild in his only pre-deadline move that season to
improve their forward group.
Victor Rask for Nino Niederreiter. One-for-one.
The move instantly paid off for the Canes as Niederreier
registered 14 goals and 30 points in 36 games, helping
Carolina sneak into the playoffs by just three points and
thereby snapping their nine-year drought.
The Hurricanes rode that magic to an Eastern Conference
Finals berth before falling to the Boston Bruins.
The next season was a bit more unsteady. The Hurricanes
had lost Dougie Hamilton to a broken leg and Brett Pesce
was in need of shoulder surgery. Both netminders had also
been injured in a game in Toronto. Even worse, the Canes’
depth scoring had all dried up outside the SAT line.

Don Waddell didn’t panic though. He got on the phone and
came back with potentially the biggest deadline in franchise
history.
The first move was the most shocking and biggest by far.
From the Florida Panthers, the Hurricanes acquired Vincent
Trocheck for Erik Haula, Lucas Wallmark, Eetu Luostarinen
and Chase Priskie.
Then the defensive help came.
From the New Jersey Devils, the Hurricanes acquired a
needed rental in Sami Vatanen in exchange for Janne
Kuokkanen, Frederik Claesson and a conditional pick that
eventually became a 2020 third-round pick.
Many were already amazed by the boldness of the moves
made that afternoon. A number two centerman and an
offensive defensemen, but then another move came flying in
from left-field.
The Canes traded a 2020 first-round pick for Brady Skjei.
The Hurricanes came out swinging that day. They gave away
two roster players, a first-round pick and three prospects to
fill in the gaps on defense and pick up that long sought after
2C.
Then the NHL shut down for a few months and when it
returned the Hurricanes lost in the first round of the playoffs.
So in terms of working out in the immediate, that was a miss.
But in terms of now? Well… at least one of them has
certainly worked out.
Trocheck had a slow start with Carolina, but now looks every
bit like the player everyone expected him to be and fits
perfectly as the 2C the Hurricane have needed.
Trocheck has been a go to in all situations for the Canes and
was the teams scoring leader before his injury on a point per
game pace.
Vatanen, the modern day James Wisniewski, played in only
seven playoff games for the Canes, and wasn’t good, so that
one was a complete waste, but at the time, the Canes
desperately needed a replacement for Hamilton.
Brady Skjei on the other hand is a contentious topic.
Skjei was sought out as a puck-moving defensemen with
term when the Canes got him.
He now has three years left on his contract at a $5.25 million
AAV, and will have a modified no-trade clause kick in next
season.
So far though, Skjei has seen his struggles in Carolina, being
a ways away from the offensive defensemen he was in New
York.
But his overall defensive game has made improvements
under Dean Chynoweth and Rod Brind’Amour, especially on
the penalty kill. However, I feel it still doesn’t equate out to
his overall cost. Not to mention that it cost a first-round pick
to acquire him.
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However, most new acquisitions to the Carolina blueline take
a full season to really reach their potential so his fate is still
up in the air.
Will the Hurricanes look to add another long-term piece to
their roster this deadline, or have they reached the point

where rental players are what they are looking for? Will they
even make a deal?
Only time will tell, but whatever happens, at least the team
has made the trade deadline a time to be excited rather than
dreaded.

Recap: Nedeljkovic, Necas lift Canes over Blue Jackets
The Hurricanes rode goaltending and star power to a 4-3
overtime win Thursday night.
By Andrew Schnittker
There are nights in an NHL season where you don’t have
your A-game, and you need your star power and goaltending
to pull out a victory. That was the case for the Hurricanes on
Thursday night, as the Hurricanes rode a sterling game from
Alex Nedeljkovic and big plays from their top forwards to a 43 overtime win over the Columbus Blue Jackets.
Sebastian Aho scored the game winner in overtime on a
pass from Martin Necas, who had a goal and an assist.
Cedric Paquette and Nino Niederreiter also scored for
Carolina.
Nedeljkovic, making consecutive starts for the first time this
season, was flat-out phenomenal in net against the Jackets.
He stopped 33 of 36 Columbus shots, and made multiple 10bell saves to keep Carolina in the game, especially in the
third period.
The Hurricanes wasted little time ending this one in overtime,
as Necas was denied on a breakaway but kept control of the
puck, and set up Aho in the dead slot, who made no mistake
for the winner.
Late in a third period in which the Blue Jackets largely
outplayed the Canes, Niederreiter, as he has so often this
season, stepped up in the biggest moment with his 14th of
the season, winning position in front and redirecting a pass
from Jaccob Slavin home to make it 3-2 Canes with 4:18 to
play.
Dougie Hamilton picked up a secondary assist on
Niederreiter’s goal to extend his personal point streak to 13
games, the longest in the NHL this season.
The game still had some drama left, however, as, after
Warren Foegele badly missed an empty Columbus net,
Oliver Bjorkstrand tied the game for Columbus with 15.1
seconds left in the game on the rebound of a shot that
bounced off the back boards, sending it to overtime.
The Canes got off to a strong start at 5-on-5 in the first
period and outshot Columbus 14-8 overall with a few good
chances, but came up empty on two power-play
opportunities, as the team certainly did not look like one that
boasts the No. 1 man advantage in the league.

Both teams had excellent chances to start the second period,
but Joonas Korpisalo stoned Jesper Fast, followed by
Nedeljkovic making a flurry of saves against Columbus.
The Blue Jackets’ early second-period onslaught paid off
7:03 in, as a poor pinch by Dougie Hamilton led to a 3-on-1
from the Blue Jackets and Zach Werenski beat Nedeljkovic
from a sharp angle to make it a 1-0 game. The goal snapped
an 87:03 shutout streak for Nedeljkovic.
The Canes wasted almost no time tying it up, however, as
just 46 seconds later, Paquette pounced on the rebound of
Brady Skjei shot to tie the game at one.
With under three minutes left in the period, the Canes took
the lead as, simply put, Martin Necas happened. Necas
grabbed a puck at the blue line, zipped his way behind and
around the net and beat Korpisalo with a wraparound goal
from his knees that’s probably going to be shared a time or
two in the next 24 hours.
Throughout the season, everyone around the Canes has
talked about Necas having more confidence to use his
talents to make skilled plays like that, and it’s on display on a
nightly basis. He’s been on an absolute tear in March.
The Canes killed off the remainder of a penalty to Warren
Foegele for a dangerous elbow at the end of the second to
start the third period, but Columbus tied the game shortly
after on a tough sequence for the Canes.
Following a questionable hooking call against Jake Bean,
Martin Necas nearly made it 3-1 with a shorthanded rush, but
Joonas Korpisalo stopped him, and Columbus went the other
way and tied it at two with a sharp-angle shot by Cam
Atkinson that deflected in off Hamilton.
Nedeljkovic continued to make big stops after the Atkinson
goal, stoning Eric Robinson from the dead slot and snaring
Max Domi on a breakaway to keep it a 2-2 game and set the
stage for the wild finish.
With the victory Thursday, the Hurricanes picked up six of
possible eight points in the four-game set with Columbus,
and have now picked up at least a point in four straight
games. Up next is a big showdown Saturday night with the
Central Division-leading Tampa Bay Lightning.

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 26, 2021
They said it: Paquette, Aho, Niederreiter, Brind’Amour on win over Columbus
Rod Brind’Amour, Cedric Paquette, Sebastian Aho and Nino
Niederreiter spoke with the media following a 4-3 overtime
win over the Columbus Blue Jackets.
By Andrew Schnittker
The Hurricanes rode a big night from their goalie and some
timely goals to a 4-3 overtime win Thursday night. Alex
Nedeljkovic made 33 saves in net, Martin Necas tallied a
goal and an assist, Sebastian Aho scored the overtime
winner and Cedric Paquette and Nino Niederreiter also
scored.
Paquette, Niederreiter, Aho and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to
the media following the victory, here’s a full breakdown of
everything they had to say:
Rod Brind’Amour
On Alex Nedeljkovic: Obviously he was great. He got us the
two points tonight, plain and simple. We had a good first
period, other than our power play, but other than that, we
weren’t very good, I feel. He made some real big saves,
allowed us to just kind of hang around and get two points.
On Martin Necas’ confidence: It’s a real factor. He’s basically
stepped up into a role that wasn an opportunity that’s been
given to him through injuries. That extra ice time, those extra
opportunities. He’s flourishing right now, thankfully for us.
He’s played really well. And obviously in specialty areas,
when we’ve got overtimes and what not, that’s more ice for
him and it’s when he really can excel. So it’s been, not a
pleasant surprise, because we could see this coming, but it’s
definitely something we needed.
On the third-period line changes: Did you see us play in that
third period? We were just flat, a little bit. We needed to
shake things up somehow. That’s about it, to be quite honest
with you.
On the Canes’ mental toughness: I don’t know what it is.
Nothing fazes this group, and that’s good and bad. I think
sometimes we just can keep playing not necessarily good.
It’s like they don’t even realize we’re not playing good. It’s
like ‘It’s OK, we’re fine,’ and I’m losing it. I think it really is
something to be said. Whatever happens out there, it’s
always about that next shift, and they haven’t been fazed by
it. It’s a testament to the guys. Certainly not me, because I’m
losing my mind when I see all that stuff.
On Martin Necas’ skill: It is unteachable. A lot of our young
guys have that offensive flair that you don’t teach. You don’t
mess with it. You let it simmer. It’s the other parts of the
game that you try to get them to dial in so that you can play
them all the time. That’s essentially it. He’s learning all that,
and I think he’s just growing in confidence. The offense, we
already knew it would be there, it’s just that you’ve got to be
able to play the other stuff so that we can keep putting you
out there.
Nino Niederreiter
On gathering themselves after Columbus tied the game at 2:
It was a very tough game for us overall. We didn’t play the
way we wanted to play and everything was very choppy and

took a lot of effort. It wasn’t very good, but we found a way to
win which was huge.
On Slavin feeding the puck through to him for his goal: That
was definitely big. Obviously we got a big faceoff win by
[Jordan Staal] and we knew we had to get pucks to the net
and go there. I’m glad I got rewarded and gave us a chance
to win the game. But like I said, overall it wasn’t a very good
game for us.
On Nedeljkovic’s play: He definitely won the game for us.
The way we played wasn’t good enough and he held us in
the game all night long. He was terrific for us and we were
very fortunate to have him.
Sebastian Aho
On Martin Necas being underrated: I know how good he is.
In my mind he’s not. Our team knows how good he is, but
maybe for the media and other teams. Maybe underrated, I
don’t know. But our team for sure knows how good he is.
On Nedeljkovic’s play: I saw a lot of key saves that kept us in
the game. Actually it was every period I feel like he made at
least three to four great saves. Sometimes when the team
isn’t playing that well your goalie can bail you out and Ned
for sure won this one for us.
On the team collecting themselves after giving up the lead
late: I always look at it like there’s only one option. You go
out there and try to end the game and score a goal. If you go
and sit back there, I feel like that never works. Sitting back in
OT and not playing aggressive. I feel like the more
aggressive team wins most of the games. I know I had
Necas and Dougie with me out there so I know I’m out there
with great players who can make plays, so I feel pretty
confident to go out there.
On getting six of a possible eight points out of the four-game
series with Columbus: These games were two good teams
playing the right way and with not a lot of room. It definitely
was a grind game. Every single one of them. Obviously we
expect to win every single one, but these last two were big
ones.
On these long series feeling like the playoffs: Almost. If not,
it’s not far from it. We played a lot of games against that
team and you know every face there and you’re facing the
same players a lot of times, so the games are pretty intense.
But they’re fun to play.
Cedric Paquette
On what was the difference in getting six points off of
Columbus: We wanted to win those two at home, but we
came back here with the mentality to win one game at a time
and that’s what we did.
On the response from his shift immediately following
Columbus’ first goal: Rod didn’t have to say anything. I think
we knew we needed to bring a good shift and bring intensity
and I think we did that. We had a good shift in the O-zone
and we ended up having a goal, so it was a big shift for us.
On enjoying his role on the team in being a physical
presence: I love it. I’m always ready for a game like that. I
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think in the second we started to play a little more physical
and I thought we responded great and obviously those two
goals before the period’s end were huge.
On playing with Steven Lorentz and Morgan Geekie: They’re
two really good, young players and they’ll be good in the
league for a long time. They have a great attitude. They
come to the rink ready to work. They work hard and they
have fun. I think that’s the key and I’m enjoying playing with
them right now.

On settling in with the team: I think it took me a couple of
games, but I think I’ve been pretty constant in my game,
playing the same way every night. Some games less, some
games more, but I’m always ready when they ask me to go
on the ice and I think I’ve brought what they’ve asked me for.
On Nedeljkovic’s play: He was unreal. I think the last couple
of games he has played well, but tonight he got tested a lot.
Lots of odd-man chances, grade-As in the slot and he was
huge. He played the puck a lot which helps us in breaking
out. He was unreal tonight.
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https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article250207640.html
https://theathletic.com/2477962/2021/03/26/qa-hurricanes-gm-don-waddell-on-shopping-a-goalie-deadline-needs-extending-dougie-hamilton-androd-brindamour-more/
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/03/hurricanes-finish-off-series-with-blue-jackets-with-ot-win/
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-recover-to-top-blue-jackets-in-overtime/c-322911878
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-columbus-blue-jackets-game-recap/c-321771090
https://apnews.com/article/columbus-oliver-bjorkstrand-carolina-hurricanes-martin-necas-nhl-9926bddbced2675cce0ab09926aefa8e
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https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/25/22351696/carolina-hurricanes-rod-brindamour-cedric-paquette-nino-niederreiter-sebastian-aho
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Hurricanes turn back Blue Jackets 4-3 in overtime as Sebastian Aho gets
the winner

The Carolina Hurricanes and Columbus Blue Jackets likely are tired of
each other after slugging it out four games in a row. But the two teams
made the fourth of the four interesting and exciting Thursday at
Nationwide Arena, going to overtime before the Canes won 4-3 on
Sebastian Aho’s goal.

BY CHIP ALEXANDER

Martin Necas first had a shot, retrieved the puck and then fed Aho in front
for the winner at 1:26 of overtime as Carolina improved to 22-7-3 and
took six points from the four games.

MARCH 25, 2021 06:40 PM

Playing a team four straight times is asking a lot. It’s a test of hockey skill
but also focus and concentration after seeing the same players on the
other side time after time.

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour quickly pointed to goalie Alex Nedeljkovic
for being the difference in the game. The rookie, given a second
consecutive start after shutting out Columbus on Monday, had 33 saves,
mixing acrobatic stops with quick glove saves.
“He was great. He got us the two points tonight, plain and simple,”
Brind’Amour said.
Added Aho, “Ned, for sure, won this one for us.”
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The Blue Jackets (13-13-8) tied the score at 3 with 15 seconds left in
regulation after pulling goalie Joonas Korpisalo for an extra attacker as
Oliver Bjorkstrand batted in a loose puck in front of Nedeljkovic. But the
Canes kept their poise and won in the overtime.
“Nothing fazes this group and that’s good and bad,” Brind’Amour said.
“Sometimes we keep playing and not necessarily good and they don’t
even realize we’re not playing good. It’s like, “It’s OK, we’re fine’ and I’m
losing it.
“There is something to be said because whatever happens out there it’s
all about that next shift and they haven’t been fazed by it. It’s certainly a
testament to the guys. It’s certainly not me because I’m losing my mind
when I see all that.”
The Canes took a 3-2 lead on Nino Niederreiter’s goal with 4:18 left in
regulation, going to the front of the net and getting position inside
defenseman Zach Werenski. Jaccob Slavin had the primary assist, and
Dougie Hamilton also had an assist to push his point streak to 13 games,
the longest active streak in the NHL.
Necas gave the Canes a dazzling goal in the second period, sweeping
behind the net for a quick wraparound that beat Korpisalo. Had Necas
beaten Korpisalo shorthanded early in the third the Canes would have
had a 3-1 lead, but Korpisalo made the save and Cam Atkinson then
scored on the power play for a 2-2 tie.

Paquette’s third of the season came when he collected the loose puck in
the slot. wheeled and beat Joonas Korpisalo. It was the 50th career goal
or Paquette.
Werenski left the game late in the second after a collision with Brock
McGinn that had both players tumble into the wall.
The Canes went into the game with the NHL’s top-ranked power play but
the their 5-on-4 play was disjointed and ineffective in a scoreless first
period.
At 5-on-5, the Canes were the better team. They outshot the Blue
Jackets 14-8, forechecked well, got a few good chances and had
Columbus goalie Joonas Korpisalo giving up some rebounds.
But on the power play? The Canes had two — the second abbreviated —
and did not have a shot against an aggressive penalty kill from
Columbus. The best scoring chance was a shorthanded breakaway by
the Jackets’ Eric Robinson that forced Alex Nedeljkovic into a tough stop.
The Canes’ best scoring chance might have come from the fourth line as
Cedric Paquette had a few cracks at the puck in front of Korpisalo.
The Hurricanes goalie had family drive down from his hometown of
Parma, Ohio, about two hours away, for Monday’s game against the
Columbus Blue Jackets at Nationwide Arena. He then had 19 saves in
his second shutout of the season as the Canes won 3-0.

Cedric Paquette, a veteran playing on the fourth line with rookies Steven
Lorentz and Morgan Geekie, scored for the Canes in the second period
46 seconds after Werenski had given the Blue Jackets a 1-0 lead.

Now, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has basically said, “Go do it again,
Ned.”

“These games were two good teams, playing the right way, no room,
definitely grind games, every single one of them,” said Aho, who also
scored his 14th goal of the season.
Like a playoff series?

Nedeljkovic will start in consecutive games for the first time Thursday as
the Canes (21-7-3) and Blue Jackets (13-13-7) close out their run of four
straight games. Brind’Amour has used a rotation with James Reimer and
Nedeljkovic, but said Thursday morning that the guy called “Ned” would
get another start.

“Almost,” Aho said. “It’s not far from it. The games were intense but they
were fun to play.”

“With two days rest I think he’s fresh,” Brind’Amour said. “We’ll probably
go back to a rotation after that.”

Moments after Necas had a chance to give the Canes a 3-1 lead, the
Blue Jackets tied the score 2-2.

With goalie Petr Mrazek still recovering from thumb surgery, Nedeljkovic
has emerged as one of the team’s MVPs. He has a 7-2-2 record and
ranked fourth in the NHL with a 1.96 goals-against average and tied for
third in save percentage at .930 among goalies with at least five games
played.

Necas, who scored in the second period on a wraparound, had a
shorthanded chance early in the third. After the Canes killed off the last
1:36 of a Warren Foegele penalty to begin the third, Jake Bean was
called for hooking. Necas, on the penalty kill, soon was off with the puck
but had a backhander stopped by Korpisalo.
Cam Atkinson then scored to finish off the Columbus power play at 3:20
of the third for his 12th of the season.
The Blue Jackets had a chance to move in front when Max Domi broke in
on Alex Nedeljkovic but had Nedeljkovic glove his rising backhander with
11:22 left in regulation.
Necas picked up his seventh of the season at 17:16 of a fast-paced
second. Picking up the puck in the Columbus zone, he beat Korpisalo,
who got a piece of the puck with his right pad at the post but could not
make the stop.
After a tight-checking, scoreless first period, the Canes and Blue Jackets
decided to turn it up a few notches in the second.
Both teams raced up and down the ice before the Jackets took the lead
on Werenski goal. The 1-0 lead lasted 46 seconds before the Canes’
Cedric Paquette scored to tie it.
The Blue Jackets heavily pressured goalie Nedeljkovic in the first seven
minutes of the second before Werenski, off a rebound, whacked the puck
in for his fourth of the season at 7:03. Nedeljkovic earlier had stopped
Eric Robinson and Cam Atkinson with scrambling saves and the Jackets’
Max Domi had a shot hit the post.

“He’s calm, he’s cool, he’s confident,” forward Jordan Martinook said
Thursday morning. “He’s loose. When you see a goalie who’s just going
with the flow and not too worried about too much, then you don’t get
worried too much. He’s been really good.”
STILL STREAKING
Dougie Hamilton’s 12-game point streak is the longest in franchise
history for a defenseman. It’s also the longest active point streak in the
NHL.
“It’s really impressive,” defenseman Jaccob Slavin said Thursday of his
defensive partner. “Obviously, he’s that caliber of a player so it doesn’t
necessarily come as a surprise to us. In the first eight games he started
the point streak, we won all those games, and we’ve been in every game
since. It’s not a coincidence.”
During his point streak, he has two goals and 12 assists — and had a
potential overtime winner nullified by an offside ruling. His next goal will
be the 100th of his NHL career.
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Lightning, Vasilevskiy have win streaks end in Dallas
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The Stars score late to halt Tampa Bay’s five-game winning streak and
the goaltender’s 12-game run.

Yanni Gourde scored in his fifth straight game, putting in a rebound 2:46
into the second period. Alex Killorn put Tampa Bay up 2-0, putting in a
rebound off Mikhail Sergachev’s shot on net from the point, 5:58 into the
second.

By Eduardo A. Encina
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Coach Jon Cooper said the Lightning had a plan to beat the Stars on
Thursday. This year, Tampa Bay has been pretty successful doing so,
winning all four games against the team it beat in last year’s Stanley Cup
final.
But in the Lightning’s 4-3 loss at Dallas, they were both sluggish and
sloppy and, according to Cooper, they weren’t “mentally sharp.” — an
uncharacteristic trait for a team that has pulled out wins even when not
playing its best.
The Lightning had just four shots on goal in the first period. Then after
taking a 2-0 lead, they let that slip away late in the second. And despite
that, the Lightning managed to tie it at 3 with 4:50 left in the third.
But Roope Hintz threaded between two Tampa Bay defenders at the blue
line and beat Andrei Vasilevskiy with 1:21 remaining for the winner.
“We weren’t mentally sharp right from the beginning,” Cooper said.
“We’ve played these guys enough. We know how to beat them, and
that’s what we’ve done for pretty much this year. We just weren’t
mentally sharp. Four shots in the first period, and we had a ton of zone
time, so usually that happens when you just mentally aren’t with it.”
Cooper and his players said they didn’t think fatigue — their seventh
game in 11 days — or playing a man short were factors in the loss. What
the Central Division-leading Lightning (24-7-2) do know is they will have
to play better in their next game, Saturday, against a Carolina team three
points behind in the standings.
“We know we’ve got (to play) way better,” said forward Ondrej Palat,
whose putback goal late in the third tied it. “We just need to learn from
our mistakes and regroup and get ready for Carolina. That’s going to be
a huge game.”
Andrei Vasilevskiy, who allowed the most goals in a game since a Feb.
11 loss to Florida, saw his team-record 12-game winning streak end,
along with the Lightning’s five-game winning streak.
Tampa Bay allowed two goals in the final 80 seconds of the second. With
the Lightning up 2-1, Joe Pavelski tied it seven seconds into a power
play, finding space just under the left circle and beating Vasilevskiy top
shelf from point-blank range.
In the period’s final minute, Lightning forward Tyler Johnson poor
decision to pass the puck through the middle rather than off the boards
led to a turnover and a Dallas lead. When the scramble for the puck
cleared, Pavelski fed Jason Robertson for a one-timer at the right circle
that Vasilevskiy had little chance against.
“Just an egregious turnover in the last minute of the period,” Cooper said.
“That can’t happen.”
The Stars (11-11-8) had 21 shots on goal in the second, and the
Lightning were outshot 41-26 for the game. The Lightning did not have a
power-play opportunity for the first time this season.
Tampa Bay played without top-four defensemen Ryan McDonagh and
Erik Cernak due to injuries. And because their injuries are considered
short term and not under consideration for injured reserve — along with
the fact that the Lightning have no salary cap space — Tampa Bay had
to play a man down in order to qualify for an emergency roster exemption
to recall Luke Schenn and Andreas Borgman from the taxi squad and
play over the cap.
The Lightning played with just 11 forwards, which meant extra shifts for
some on the fourth line.
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Defensemen injuries force Lightning to play short-handed
Tampa Bay had to play one forward short Thursday night to qualify for an
emergency roster exemption.

By Eduardo A. Encina

Injuries to two key Lightning defensemen and Tampa Bay’s salary cap
crunch led to the Lightning playing one skater short in their road game
against the Stars on Thursday night.
With Ryan McDonagh and Erik Cernak out, the team promoted
defensemen Luke Schenn and Andreas Borgman from the taxi squad.
But because the Lightning have no cap space and couldn’t create any
since neither McDonagh nor Cernak’s injuries are serious enough to
qualify for injured reserve, Tampa Bay had to play one man down to
qualify for an emergency exemption to call up two players and play
above the salary cap.
The Lightning went with just 11 forwards to go with their six defensemen.
Forward Ross Colton remained on the taxi squad, and other forwards
filled in Colton’s spot on the fourth line.
The roster manipulation came one day after the Lightning traded forward
Alexander Volkov to the Anaheim Ducks. General manager Julien
BriseBois said the team wanted to gain cap relief and create some roster
flexibility. If short-term injuries pile up, the Lightning won’t be forced to
dress just five defensemen.
McDonagh’s status is very much up in the air. Coach Jon Cooper said he
hoped McDonagh would return by the end of the current road trip
(Saturday), but that seems optimistic. Cernak has been banged up,
hobbling off the ice after taking a shot to his left knee in Tuesday’s win,
then returning for the ensuing penalty kill. Both take a beating as two of
the team’s leaders in blocked shots.
Volkov’s Cup contributions
Alexander Volkov battles for position against the Stars' Alexander
Radulov during Game 6 of the Stanley Cup Final.
Alexander Volkov battles for position against the Stars' Alexander
Radulov during Game 6 of the Stanley Cup Final. [ MARKO DITKUN |
Special to the Times ]
Even though Volkov played fewer than 10 minutes during the Lightning’s
Stanley Cup run last year in the bubble, Cooper said he always will
remember Volkov’s contributions in the decisive Game 6 win against
Dallas.
Volkov drew a first-period tripping penalty that led to the Lightning’s first
power play and their first goal 25 seconds later by Brayden Point.
“The kid spent 64 days in the bubble, worked his tail off and earned his
right to play in Game 6, which definitely at the time was probably the
biggest game of his life,” Cooper said. “...We needed everybody involved,
even guys that didn’t get a ton of minutes during the bubble. And Volky
gave it to us.
“He’ll always live in Lightning history as a contributor to a Stanley Cup.”
Hat trick in a flash
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Another Lightning depth piece, forward Gemel Smith, netted a hat trick
for the team’s AHL affiliate Syracuse Crunch on Wednesday night,
scoring all three goals within the first nine minutes of the Crunch’s 6-3
win over Wilkes-Barre/Scranton.
Smith actually scored his three goals in a stretch of 5:17 of clock time,
making it the second-fastest hat trick in Syracuse history under its
Lightning affiliation. He has six points in his three games since joining the
Crunch two weeks after spending the season shuffling between the
Lightning’s active roster and the taxi squad.
Stephens nearing return
Fourth-line center Mitchell Stephens continues to improve from a lower
leg injury that has shelved him since the fourth game of the season, and
Cooper said he likely will be upgraded to day-to-day status next week.
Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 03.26.2021
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NHL Trade Grades: Tampa Bay Lightning send Alexander Volkov to
Anaheim Ducks

By Corey Pronman, Dom Luszczyszyn and more Mar 25, 2021

Corey Pronman, Dom Luszczyszyn and Craig Custance grade the
notable NHL trades of the season.
The trade:
The Anaheim Ducks acquired forward Alexander Volkov.

The Carolina Hurricanes acquired a 2022 seventh-round pick.
Pronman: Prospect fans will remember Hofmann coming up periodically
in the last 10 years, such as when he had a decent world juniors in 2012
or strong appearances at the world championships in more recent years.
Now 28, Hofmann is considered a solid NHL prospect by NHL scouts
after being great in the top Swiss league.
After being picked by the Hurricanes in the fourth round in 2011, his
rights remained with Carolina all this time because Switzerland, like
Russia, does not have a transfer agreement with the NHL. Sources
around the league think the Hurricanes and Hofmann were unable to
agree to terms in recent years so that is why he stayed in Switzerland;
the reasons for that are unknown.
Hofmann is a skilled forward with great offensive instincts. He makes a
lot of plays and does so with pace. Typically when you sign a 28-year-old
European scorer, you’re getting a guy with average size and skating, but
Hofmann is different in that he’s not undersized and he’s a very good
skater, above-average for the NHL, which is why I think his game will
translate to the NHL. He’s not great off the puck and won’t be a penalty
killer in the NHL, but I think the skating and skill combination is good
enough to take a regular shift at even strength and be a useful
contributor in the bottom six.
Hofmann is 28 and has never played at a club level higher than the
Swiss league. He’s not so talented that he’s a sure thing, and Columbus
has to get him to sign on the dotted line, but for a seventh-round pick,
this is a nice gamble. Carolina recoups a later pick in the 2022 draft for a
player. The Athletic’s Aaron Portzline says Hofmann could join Columbus
in the near future.
Columbus grade: B
Carolina grade: D
Jets and Blue Jackets swap stars Patrik Laine and Pierre-Luc Dubois

The Tampa Bay Lightning received forward prospect Antoine Morand
and a seventh-round draft pick.

The trade:

Tampa Bay Lightning: B-

The Winnipeg Jets receive center Pierre-Luc Dubois and a 2022 thirdround pick.

Morand is a great skater with some puck game who can kill penalties, but
his offense has proven to be quite limited at the pro level. The skating
and compete are NHL quality but given his lack of size and ability to
create with the puck, it’s hard to see him play in the NHL.
The value to Tampa is in the roster and cap flexibility this move provides
and that Volkov is on an expiring contract. On a cap strapped team, I can
get why he’s a luxury that Tampa could afford to lose even as he looked
promising for years coming up through its system.
Anaheim Ducks: B+
Volkov has NHL quality skating, puck skills and size, which is why he
was a second-round pick in 2017. He’s been a productive AHLer and
showed in the minors he could be a solid two-way forward.
With Volkov the question is what role does he fill in the NHL? He works
hard but he isn’t an elite off-the-puck type, he has skill but I wouldn’t call
him a great playmaker at the NHL level. He’s also been pinned in his own
end this season, with a Corsi percentage of 40 when he’s on the ice
despite playing on a good team with cushy zone starts.
I could see him as an OK bottom-six forward in the NHL, even if he
hasn’t shown he can be that consistently at age 23. For that reason I like
this trade a bit more for Anaheim since they at least got a guy with a
chance to help an NHL team.
-Corey Pronman
The trade:
The Columbus Blue Jackets acquired the rights to forward Gregory
Hofmann.

The Columbus Blue Jackets receive winger Patrik Laine and center Jack
Roslovic. The Jets retain 26 percent of Laine’s salary.
Grading the Blue Jackets
CUSTANCE: In Patrik Laine, the Blue Jackets get the exact type of
player they need. And have needed for a long time.
“They didn’t have the difference-maker skill guy — the Crosby, the
Kane,” said an NHL executive on Saturday after the deal. “When they
had (Artemi) Panarin, he drove the whole offense. They needed that
dynamic.”
The Blue Jackets get an edge here because of the upside this trade
provides, even in giving up one of the hardest things in hockey to get, a
top-line center. Laine has a rare skillset with an incredible shot and
incredible release, and we still haven’t seen his ceiling in terms of goalscoring. Jack Roslovic is probably a third-line forward. But maybe not.
“I watched Roslovic when he played for Manitoba and he was a better
player than (Kyle) Connor in the American Hockey League,” said an NHL
talent evaluator. “The guy is really skilled, can make plays. The Blue
Jackets need a center. He’s going to get every opportunity in the world to
go in there and shine.”
Said a scout of Roslovic: “I would project him as a third-line center, if I’m
betting on it.”
There are still questions that need to be answered for this trade to be a
win for the Blue Jackets. Most notably, what does Laine’s next contract
look like? Getting star players to stay in the market has been a problem
for the Blue Jackets, but a league source suggested that GM Jarmo
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Kekalainen doesn’t make this trade if he wasn’t absolutely confident he
can lock in Laine long-term.
The other question is pretty simple: Who is going to get him the puck? As
much as this trade fills a hole for Columbus, it creates one too.
“I don’t know how this will work out for Columbus,” said another
executive. “Does Columbus have a (Mark) Scheifele for (Laine) to play
with? This may be a challenge for them.”
Grade: ALUSZCZYSZYN: Laine is an extremely intriguing player and it’ll be very
interesting to see how he fits with the Blue Jackets — and what version
of him the team gets. The one from the last couple of seasons isn’t
enough and it’s why Winnipeg probably wins the trade for now as Laine’s
star has fallen. That Laine is worth around 1.7 wins, can put up points but
not do much else, while being an extreme liability on defense. Being one
of the league’s worst defensive players takes a lot away from his
offensive value. Laine’s contract is also up after this season and he has
one less year of team control, too. That plays a role in the trade
evaluation.
Columbus was in an untenable situation with Dubois, and considering
those circumstances, it’s difficult to hate the return here even if Laine isn’t
the player he was in his first two seasons. The hope is that he can get
back to that level and that’s not difficult to imagine in a new situation,
even if it is under Columbus coach John Tortorella.
The Blue Jackets desperately need a pure goal-scorer and that’s where
things get interesting with Laine. He’ll surely be a very strong asset on
the power play, but is he a guy who can create goals on his own or does
he need help at five-on-five? His weak play-driving numbers suggest he
needs help and while he won’t have nearly as much in Columbus, I can
see him fitting well next to Max Domi, one of the game’s most underrated
passers. That duo will need some serious defensive help though.
I don’t rate Roslovic very highly with his value being just barely above the
third-round pick going the other way, but he’s an interesting flier given his
pedigree. He needs to prove more at five-on-five, but maybe just needs
to play with better players. Being stuck in Winnipeg’s bottom-six likely
hasn’t helped showcase his ability, though I’m not sure that’s going to
change in Columbus.
Grade: B
PRONMAN: Laine is a divisive figure in the scouting community. Scouts
don’t like his compete level, they don’t like his skating, describing both as
poor, and typically wingers who play like that aren’t viewed as elite NHL
assets. On the other hand, some scouts love him because he is 6-foot-4,
he has elite skill and he has one of the best shots you will ever see.
While known as a goal-scorer, he has high hockey IQ and is a great
passer. Laine has put up massive numbers over his career at various
levels.
According to Hockey Reference, the most NHL points by a player
through their age-21 season since 1990 have been:
Sidney Crosby: 397
Steven Stamkos: 329
Jaromir Jagr: 319
Connor McDavid: 256
Mats Sundin: 249
Patrik Laine: 247
Eric Lindros: 242
Patrick Kane: 230
Hockey Reference uses a January cutoff so Connor McDavid lost his
final season in the data. Regardless, Laine is in good company.

I do get the concerns on Laine. He will have stretches where he causes
some headaches, and when the game gets faster and harder, it’s
reasonable to wonder if he can be an impact player at that level, although
he does have 16 points in 24 NHL playoff games.
With that said, he is a game-breaking offensive player, and he is a player
I think will regularly be among the top goal and point scorers in the NHL.
When I recently evaluated the best U23 players in the league, I assessed
Laine as the No. 5 player, someone who was on the bubble between one
of the best players in the league and an all-star. I stand by that
assessment despite his warts. I think Columbus gets the best player in
this deal in Laine.
Roslovic is also worth noting. He is an excellent skater with some skill.
He’s not close to the caliber of the other two players moved in this deal,
but he could be an effective middle-six forward in the NHL.
Grade: B+
Grading the Jets
CUSTANCE: Ignoring the iso-cam that featured Dubois mailing in a
recent shift, we’re only a few months removed from the 22-year-old
center blowing everybody away with his performance in the bubble. On a
championship team, he’s maybe a No. 2 center. And with Mark Scheifele
in Winnipeg, he gets to play that role.
In our recent Player Tiers package, he was in the Top 100. Laine was
not. People in the game really like Dubois, even if his reputation might
have taken a slight hit in the recent weeks. In debating Dubois versus
other great players for that piece, one executive made this conclusion:
“I’m taking Dubois’ next five years over (Steven) Stamkos’.”
Successful teams build down the middle and one scout pointed out that
the Jets now have the center depth to compete with other teams in the
Canadian division.
“In that Canadian group, there were teams better down the middle than
them,” said the scout. “Now, there are not.”
Dubois fills a need but the Jets have to be completely confident they’re
getting the player who helped upset the Maple Leafs and not the player
we’ve seen this season.
“He’s the total package,” said a scout of Dubois. “His game is driven off
hockey sense, power in tight areas, making quick plays. … He’s really
good in traffic. If his legs aren’t moving and he’s trying to play stationary,
he can look how it looked the other night.”
Grade: B+
LUSZCZYSZYN: Based on my Twitter mentions from this morning, it’s
apparently a little spicy to say the Jets got the best player in the deal in
Dubois. Laine is obviously the flashier player, a guy who can fill the net
with pucks. But Dubois is a much more complete player at a more
valuable position. There’s a reason Dubois made our top 100 player tiers
and Laine didn’t.
Dubois can drive play well at both ends of the ice, is a terrific playmaker
and an excellent puck-carrier. The Blue Jackets’ expected goal
differential has been 0.2 per 60 better with Dubois on the ice since the
2018-19, a solid mark for a player with strong two-way upside. There’s a
reason his best comp is Aleksander Barkov, and it wouldn’t be a shock at
all to see Dubois grow into one of the league’s best centers. By GSVA,
Dubois is currently projected to be worth about 2.2 wins, assuming he
gets the bigger role he’s looking for.
It’s also worth noting that at five-on-five Dubois has actually had better
production over the last two seasons, scoring 0.97 goals-per-60 and 2.07
points-per-60 to Laine’s 0.8 and 1.68 respectively. Laine did have the
edge last season, but there’s also a big difference in producing offense in
Winnipeg and Columbus considering the offensive supporting casts on
each team. Dubois should have much more help in Winnipeg, which
should increase his point totals.
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I am a bit surprised the Blue Jackets were the ones who had to add the
pick (well, not really, but I don’t think they should’ve), though a third isn’t
much with a projected value of 0.7 wins over seven years. Either way, it’s
a nice sweetener for the Jets who were arguably already getting the top
player.

Lankinen had 30 saves through two periods, including 9 of 9 on the
penalty kill. Lankinen’s first shutout came in a 2-0 road win Feb. 17 over
the Detroit Red Wings, when he made 29 saves.

Grade: A-

“It’s never easy to win this league, so I’m really grateful for every chance
I get to start, even more grateful for every win we’re able to get,” he said.
“Whenever I get all the stuff done here at the rink, I’m going to go home
to my fiancé and probably enjoy the night and enjoy the win and then
move on and get better.”

PRONMAN: The first thing any scout I talk to about Dubois will mention is
his playoff run from last summer where he was a true standout for
Columbus. Hockey is a unique sport in that the rules implicitly change
from the regular season to the playoffs. Players who are viewed as being
able to play a harder style are viewed as more valuable in the
postseason. Dubois, who is a 6-foot-2 center and competes at a high
level with great skill and hockey sense, is viewed as a premium asset in
the highest leverage environments.

Lankinen said he “absolutely” enjoyed the shutout.

Defenseman Connor Murphy said Lankinen’s performance was “huge”
on a night the Hawks defense gave up too many chances.
“To have a shutout is unbelievable. He seems to be in his groove,”
Murphy said.

Do I necessarily agree with that sentiment? I think it’s very credible, but I
have my hesitations. I don’t think you want to overreact too much to a 10game run. I don’t view Dubois’ skating as a strong point or think his skill
level is elite, so you have to balance all that information. I also think it’s
fair to criticize a player known for his compete and strong character being
involved in the drama of recent weeks.

The highlight Thursday night was Lankinen staring down a three-on-none
rush.

After digging into Dubois the last week and talking to a bunch of sources,
I probably was a little too harsh in my most recent evaluation of him in my
U23 ranking. I categorized him in the “bubble of NHL all-star and top of
lineup player,” when he should have been in the NHL all-star category.
I’ve moved him up after being swayed by what he did in the postseason
and upgrading his puck skills grade.

Another gem came earlier, at the 7:11 mark, when Lankinen stopped
Markus Nutivaara, Mason Marchment and Owen Tippett consecutively
during the Panthers’ third power-play opportunity.

I would still prefer Laine just because I see some exceptional elements in
his game that I don’t in Dubois, but I think it’s reasonable to prefer one
over the other given the latter is more well-rounded and plays a more
premium position.
I view Dubois as a star No. 1 center in the NHL. Playing with Scheifele
will give the Jets one of the best 1-2 punches down the middle in the
league.
Grade: B-

Jonathan Huberdeau tried to catch Lankinen with a backhander, but
Lankinen went into the splits to cut off Huberdeau’s angle with just less
than three minutes left in the second period.

About a minute into the first, Kane found the puck under a mad scramble
in the paint and put the puck over the back of an outstretched Sergei
Bobrovsky. It was Kane’s third power-play goal of the season and 13th
overall.
Kane initiated the Hawks’ second scoring play 2½ minutes later when he
passed to Alex DeBrincat from the neutral zone. DeBrincat got
Bobrovsky to overcommit to his side and then bounced a shot off his
pads to Suter for a wide-open rebound goal.
Late in the third, Brandon Hagel took a loose puck and fired it past
defenseman MacKenzie Weegar for an empty-netter. It was his fourth
goal of the season.
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The Hawks caught a huge break on the power play when Adam Boqvist
mishandled a pass and Anthony Duclair swooped in and broke out on a
solo short-handed rush. Duclair tried to place a shot top shelf over
Lankinen’s shoulder, but the puck hit the crossbar.

Kevin Lankinen earns his 2nd shutout and Patrick Kane scores his 13th
goal of the season in the Chicago Blackhawks’ 3-0 win over the Florida
Panthers

In the third period, Panthers forward Patric Hornqvist left the game after
taking a crushing hit from Nikita Zadorov. Hornqvist lay on the ice for a
few seconds as he waved over trainers. Zadorov was penalized for a
slashing infraction separate from the hit.
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By PHIL THOMPSON

On the Hawks’ fifth penalty kill of the night, and David Kampf came up
big with a couple of faceoff wins and a takeaway.
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Kevin Lankinen made 41 saves for his second career shutout, Patrick
Kane and Pius Suter scored and the Chicago Blackhawks beat the
Florida Panthers 3-0 on Thursday at the United Center.
It was the Hawks’ second home win over the Panthers in three nights —
they won 3-2 on Tuesday. The fourth-place Hawks (16-13-5, 37 points)
pulled within seven points of the third-place Panthers (20-9-4) in the
Central Division.
“Big two points for us, first of all,” Hawks coach Jeremy Colliton said.
“That’s an excellent team and they’ve had our number on the road, but
we got a chance to play them here at home. I’ve liked our response. It
hasn’t been perfect, but finding ways to get points.
“We can play much better than we did in the first two periods.”

Kevin Lankinen’s 41-save shutout completes Blackhawks’ sweep of
Panthers

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST
Mar 25, 2021, 9:40pm CDT

Kevin Lankinen recorded his second career shutout Thursday. Getty
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If there were any doubts about whether Kevin Lankinen could handle the
long-term tribulations of being a No. 1 NHL goalie, he dispelled them this
week.
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Lankinen stole one for the Blackhawks on Thursday, with his 41-save
shutout — the most saves in a shutout by any NHL goalie this season
and the most by any rookie goalie in franchise history — carrying the
Hawks to a 3-0 victory over the Panthers.

Blackhawks prospect Josiah Slavin hopes to replicate brother Jaccob’s
success

He finished the Hawks’ two-game home sweep of the Panthers, a team
that had beaten them in all four previous meetings this year, with a .974
save percentage: 74 saves on 76 shots.

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST

“He’s been really solid, under control,” coach Jeremy Colliton said. “He’s
made some big saves, but he’s looked comfortable in there, even on the
routine saves. He’s been working hard, and hopefully this is a real
confidence-builder.”
Added Lankinen: “It’s never easy to win in this league. So I’m really
grateful for every chance I get to start, and even more grateful for every
win we’re able to get.”
Other than a late empty-net goal by Brandon Hagel, fellow wing Patrick
Kane provided all the offense the Hawks needed, cleaning up a powerplay scramble and then setting up an Alex DeBrincat-Pius Suter 2-on-1
that led to another goal.
The Panthers otherwise hounded the Hawks for much of the game, with
a 73-34 edge in shot attempts.
Only because of Lankinen did the Hawks survive. The most defining
moment came when he stopped Panthers wing Jonathan Huberdeau on
a 3-on-0 rush in the second period.
“It was pretty obvious that we did not have our best, and we gave up a lot
of chances the first couple periods,” defenseman Connor Murphy said.
“Lanks was huge that way.”
Lankinen had struggled earlier in March, going 1-4-1 with an .887 save
percentage in his last six starts, so his mental resilience and confidence
are now shining especially brightly.
“That’s part of being in the league and showing that you’re up to the
task,” Colliton said. “There’s going to be adversity, and there’s going to
be nights that it goes against you. Everyone goes through it. But if you
want to survive, you do have to respond. So it’s a big few games for him
here.”

Mar 25, 2021, 3:23pm CDT

Josiah Slavin led Colorado College with 13 points in 22 games this
season. Casey B. Gibson/Colorado College Athletics
Seventh-round draft picks make the NHL only about 10% of the time.
Even fewer become regular NHL players. Not since 1998 selection Tyler
Arnason has a Blackhawks seventh-round pick made more than two
career appearances.
But Josiah Slavin, the Hawks’ 2018 seventh-round choice, is on track to
defy those odds.
The younger brother of Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin, Josiah
Slavin signed an entry-level contract with the Hawks earlier this month
and is set to make his professional debut for the AHL’s Rockford IceHogs
in the next few days.
When he looks at his brother’s evolution from fourth-round pick to NHL
All-Star, Josiah Slavin sees a path that could work for him, too.
“[His success has] definitely showed me that it’s possible to do it,” he
said. “We have the genes in our family to do it, obviously. I just have to
work my way up.”
The well-built 6-foot-3 forward spent three seasons in the USHL —
including half a season with the local Chicago Steel — and thus entered
his 2019-20 freshman year at Colorado College as an overage 20-yearold freshman.

Dach returning soon?

After he tallied 13 points in 34 games that season and then another 13
points in 22 games this year, leading the team, the Hawks reached out to
begin contract negotiations. He agreed to a two-year entry-level contract
that officially begins next season; he’s finishing out this season
technically on an AHL amateur tryout contract.

Forward Kirby Dach (wrist) seems to be getting closer and closer to
returning — remarkably ahead of schedule after mid-April initially
seemed optimistic.

“I was super pumped for him,” Jaccob Slavin said. “It wasn’t a surprise to
me. Me and him talk quite a bit... We both agreed that taking that step to
the next level and becoming a pro would be best for him in his situation.”

Colliton has repeatedly avoided giving a timetable but offered an
encouraging hint when asked after Wednesday’s practice if he had a
date set yet.

“He FaceTimed each one of [our family members] individually and just let
us know that he got offered. I think he FaceTimed me first, though, so I’ll
take that.”

“No, unfortunately,” Colliton said with a wry grin. “But he does look good,
doesn’t he?”

Jaccob Slavin looks at his brother and sees all the traits needed to
become another one of the well-rounded power forwards that he defends
around the league every night.

It wouldn’t be shocking to see Dach play sometime during the remaining
four games of the Hawks’ homestand.
Hagel getting PP time
Hagel, who only had about two minutes of power-play ice time this whole
season before last weekend, has become a regular on the top powerplay unit in the last three games.
He recorded his first NHL power-play point with an assist Thursday. It
was the first two-point game of his career.
“Personally, I’m trying to help these guys get into the zone with my speed
and get pucks [back for the power play],” he said.

And while some familial bias may influence his perception, it’s hard to
discredit the opinion of a player with 400 games of NHL experience
before his 27th birthday. Jaccob also followed the exact same career
route Josiah has up to this point: first the USHL, then Colorado College,
then (albeit briefly for him) the AHL.
“One thing that [Josiah] definitely has going for him is his hockey sense
and his ability to, as a forward, play both sides of the puck and have a
solid defensive game,” Jaccob Slavin said. “It’ll be fun to see how he
progresses in his career and the type of player that he can become. He’s
got the likes of a Jordan Staal in him, maybe the likes of a Chris Kreider
in him, just being fast and strong and physical and having the capability
to score goals, too.”
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Josiah Slavin still has a long way to go to become a Staal- or Kreideresque star, though. Signing an entry-level contract is far from the top of
the mountain, even if it’s an impressive accomplishment for a seventhrounder.
He can play either center or wing — a versatility that should help him —
but prefers wing and will likely slot there in Rockford’s lineup. His short
spring stint will mainly be about acclimating to pro hockey before the
countdown to yet again prove himself starts vigorously this summer.
“He knows how to work hard,” Jaccob Slavin said. “He just needs to go
out there with the confidence that he can play at that level and take it in.”
“[Jaccob] thinks I’m a good player and he trusts in me, so I need to do
that in myself, as well,” Josiah Slavin added.
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"He's been working hard, and hopefully this is a real confidence builder,"
Colliton said.
Patrick Kane opened the scoring at 1:05 of the second period by
pouncing on a loose puck and chipping it over Sergei Bobrovsky, who
was involved in a massive pileup in front of the net. Pius Suter made it 20 at 3:34 by tapping in a rebound of an Alex DeBrincat shot. Kane (13G,
33A) also registered an assist on Suter's 10th goal of the season.
Brandon Hagel added an empty netter with 1:24 remaining.
As for Carpenter, whose only other NHL fight came against Minnesota's
Matt Dumba in 2018, he seemed caught off-guard by Weeger and got
pinned against the boards. After taking a couple of seconds to get his
gloves off, Carpenter proceeded to unleash five or six crunching jabs to
Weeger's head.
"He's a big, strong guy and tough," said Connor Murphy, who had eight
of the Hawks' 22 blocked shots. "That's fun to see, especially on home
ice. I mean a lot of times that gets the building going (if) you've got some
fans in."
Zadorov's hit on Hornqvist was also a monster.

Gritty Blackhawks beat Panthers 3-0 for 2nd straight win

John Dietz
Follow @johndietzdh
Updated 3/25/2021 10:51 PM

"I mean, two guys that are warriors," Murphy said. "They play tough."
These were two huge wins for the Hawks over the Panthers, who fell to
20-9-4. Now Colliton's crew can focus on a two-game set with the
Predators on Saturday and Sunday.
"Lot of good things there and something to build on in closing out a
game," Colliton said. "(We got) a big two points and understand there's a
lot of areas we can be better in as well."

One game at a time.
Next period. Next shift. Next five seconds.
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Those are the mantras that coach Jeremy Colliton lives by, so it should
come as no surprise that he isn't paying much attention to the
Blackhawks' upcoming schedule.
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What was surprising was Colliton's witty one-liner Thursday morning
when asked about facing Nashville, Columbus and Dallas seven times in
the next three weeks.
"No, we don't look too far ahead," he said. "You look too far ahead, you
get hit by a bus."
Now, that was some impressive foreshadowing because hours later
that's exactly how Florida's MacKenzie Weeger and Patric Hornqivst
must have felt during the Hawks' 3-0 victory at the United Center.
Weeger, who took exception to Ryan Carpenter's hit on Eetu
Luostarinen, ended up getting absolutely pummeled by Carpenter during
a fight at 6:28 of the second period. As impressive as Carpenter was, it
was nothing compared to Hornqvist getting leveled by the 6-foot-6, 235pound Nikita Zadorov at 4:15 of the third.
Hornqvist immediately signaled to the bench for help, then left the game
and did not return.
This is the kind of grit and pushback the Hawks (16-13-5, 37 points) must
show down the stretch as they try to stave off the Blue Jackets (13-13-8,
34 points), Predators (16-17-1, 33 points) and Stars (11-11-8, 30 points)
for the final playoff spot in the Central Division. Seven of the Hawks' next
nine games are against those teams.
"We want to play that way and be hard to play against between the
whistles," Colliton said. "We don't want to be taking extra penalties, but
certainly you want other teams to pay the price."
Kevin Lankinen was the game's true star, though, as the rookie goalie
recorded his second shutout by making 41 saves. His most impressive
came during a three-on-zero rush in the second period.

Blackhawks' game management remains an issue

John Dietz
Follow @johndietzdh
Updated 3/25/2021 5:22 PM

End-of-game management is an area Jeremy Colliton would really love
to see the Blackhawks improve upon during the final 20-plus games.
The Hawks' inability to hold leads has cost them critical points that may
keep them out of the playoffs. It nearly happened again in the waning
seconds of Tuesday's 3-2 victory over Florida.
With the Panthers' net empty, David Kampf grabbed a bouncing puck
near center ice and advanced it to the offensive blue line with 17 seconds
remaining. Instead of backhanding it another 60 to 70 feet away from the
Hawks' net, Kampf had the puck stolen as he attempted to get it to his
forehand.
No big deal. Yet.
The puck slides to the defensive blue line and onto Calvin de Haan's
stick. Instead of taking a moment to assess his options, de Haan tries
quickly backhanding a pass to Mattias Janmark, who is 50 feet away.
One problem: Jonathan Huberdeau is right there to intercept de Haan's
offering and a 3-on-2 is quickly underway. De Haan doubled down on his
error by trying to close in on Huberdeau, leaving Patrick Hornqvist wide
open to drive the net.
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Only Connor Murphy's miraculous diving poke prevented an almost sure
backdoor goal from Alex Wennberg.

games since, registering a pair of assists in Tuesday's 3-2 win over
Florida and one goal and one assist in Thursday's 3-0 victory.

"We had a couple of opportunities to end it," Colliton said. "It's situational
awareness. (Find) a way to skate the puck out of your end, advance the
puck.

4. On Kane's goal, it was a little surprising to see the Panthers not
challenge for goaltender interference. I'm not sure they would've won it
because Aaron Ekblad pushed Carl Soderberg into Sergei Bobrovsky,
but the Blackhawks took a 2-0 lead just 2:29 later and it turned out to be
the turning point of the game.

Sometimes it's a decision on whether you're gonna go for the empty net
or whether you're just gonna chip it in. Sometimes we like the guys to
shoot for the empty net if there's a little more time left. If there's less time
left, it's more about bleeding the clock. There's little things we've got to
improve on, no question."
Just havin' fun:
Patrick Kane was giving Brandon Hagel a hard time Wednesday during
the "Two Puck" game players often participate in after practice. Asked
about it Thursday, Hagel said with a smile: "He makes up his rules
sometimes."

Patrick Kane scores on the power play for his 13th goal of the season.
#Blackhawks pic.twitter.com/5avoDak5A1— Charlie Roumeliotis
(@CRoumeliotis) March 26, 2021
5. After going six straight games without a point, Pius Suter has goals in
back-to-back games and is up to 10 on the season He also became the
fifth Blackhawk this season to hit the double-digit mark in goals, joining
Mattias Janmark (10), Dominik Kubalik (11), Kane (13) and Alex
DeBrincat (16).

"No, we don't look too far ahead. You look too far ahead you get hit by a
bus."

6. Ryan Carpenter laid a big hit on Eetu Luostarinen in the second period
and MacKenzie Weegar immediately came to his teammate's defense.
Carpenter won the scrap, and Weegar was given a two-minute instigator
penalty and 10-minute misconduct on the play. Ouch ... literally.

Jeremy Colliton on if he's glanced at the schedule, which includes seven
combined games against Nashville, Dallas and Columbus in the next
three weeks.

Ryan Carpenter 1, MacKenzie Weegar 0. #Blackhawks
pic.twitter.com/n3aUOjCDf7— Charlie Roumeliotis (@CRoumeliotis)
March 26, 2021

He said it II:

7. The Panthers dictated the pace of play in the first period. They led in
shot attempts (26-12), shots on goal (13-7), scoring chances (12-5) and
high-danger chances (4-1), but the Blackhawks were able to escape
without giving up a goal.

He said it:

"No, unfortunately. But he does look good, doesn't he?"
Jeremy Colliton on if there's a timetable for Kirby Dach's return
Slap shots:
Matthew Highmore will re-enter the lineup for MacKenzie Entwistle
against Florida Thursday. Entwistle made his NHL debut in the Hawks' 32 win Tuesday. ... Florida center Aleksander Barkov, who has 3 goals
and 6 assists against the Hawks in four games, missed a second straight
contest with a lower body injury. ... The Hawks allowed at least 1 powerplay goal in 12 of their last 15 games entering Thursday. Opponents
were 18-for-44 (40.9%) on the PP over that time.

8. One of the reasons the Panthers controlled the opening frame is
because they had two power-play opportunities. They had nine shot
attempts, three shots on goal and four scoring chances but the
Blackhawks shut the door and killed off both penalties. The Blackhawks
went 6-for-6 on the penalty kill.
9. Connor Murphy registered four blocked shots in the first period alone;
he finished with eight total. No other skater had more than two.
10. Going into this two-game series, the Panthers had not lost to the
Blackhawks in regulation since Nov. 25, 2017; they were 6-0-3 over that
span. The Blackhawks just handed them two straight regulation losses.
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10 observations: Lankinen, Blackhawks shut out Panthers

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS

The Blackhawks shut out the Florida Panthers 3-0 on Thursday at the
United Center.

Blackhawks rookie goalie Kevin Lankinen would be making a United
Center crowd roar

By Scott Powers
Mar 25, 2021

Here are 10 observations from the win:
1. Kevin Lankinen was absolutely sensational. He was the No. 1 star of
the game after stopping all 41 shots he faced for his second career NHL
shutout.It's hard to single out one save, but his stop on this 3-on-0
opportunity was noteworthy because it kept the lead at 2-0 (although it
was a poor effort by the Panthers).
2. The Panthers were the better team and the Blackhawks were fortunate
to have come away with two points. The Panthers dominated in shot
attempts (73-34), shots on goal (41-21) and 5-on-5 scoring chances (2310), according to Natural Stat Trick, but couldn't find the back of the net.
3. By his standards, Patrick Kane had a quiet road trip after recording
only one goal and three assists in six games. He's been terrific in the two

We’ve dealt with the unordinary for so long now you almost forget what
the ordinary used to be like.
The blasting music more than anything assists in bringing some normalcy
to the United Center on game days. You’re struck by those moments,
though, when you remember what the reality is. You catch yourself
looking around everywhere from the 100-to-300 levels and realize there
are no fans in the building and there haven’t been in more than a year.
It’ll probably take some getting used to when fans return to the UC again.
Those thoughts were crossing my mind as Thursday’s game between the
Blackhawks and Florida Panthers was unfolding. Kevin Lankinen was
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racking up save after save in front of the Blackhawks net, and I wondered
just how a standing-room-only crowd would have been reacting. Would
they have gone with the “Kev-in, Kev-in” as they once did with Cor-ey
Crawford? The two-syllable first name would make it an easy transition.
Or would they go with something else?
As I pondered that, it hit me that Lankinen has never actually played a
regular-season game before fans at the United Center. So, sure, Patrick
Kane misses the fans when it comes to celebrating his 1,000th game,
Alex DeBrincat scores a goal or Connor Murphy blocks a shot, but
they’ve experienced the atmosphere before. Lankinen has never felt it
like them. Not one of the 13 games Lankinen has played at the United
Center has been before fans. He sat on the bench as the backup a few
times last season and got that taste, but he’s never been the center of
attention for 20,000-plus fans.
Lankinen is very aware of that, too.
“I think about it quite a lot,” he said. “I like to imagine and visualize the
whole building being full of those loud Blackhawks fans. So I think
whenever we get the chance to bring them in, it’s going to be just another
amazing experience for us.”
It is too bad. He would certainly be a fan favorite at this point. Fans are
undoubtedly enjoying Lankinen from afar now, but there’s something
about seeing a goalie in person have games like Lankinen did Thursday.
The sample size isn’t nearly the same, but there’s a simplicity and at
times a brilliance to Lankinen goaltending a lot like there was in
Crawford’s game. Lankinen had to make a few highlight saves Thursday,
but he also made a 42-save shutout look easy.
Lankinen did that the past two games just when the Blackhawks needed
him, too. The Blackhawks had been veering off course in recent weeks.
The losses were piling up, and their playoff lead was shrinking and even
had disappeared for a few days.
With two more games against the Panthers, one of the Central’s best
teams, the Blackhawks were facing the distinct possibility of having their
hole dug deeper. Something needed to change. Someone needed to
step up.
Lankinen did.
He stopped 33 of 35 shots in the Blackhawks’ 3-2 win over the Panthers
on Tuesday. Two days later, he came back and denied all 42 shots he
saw for his second career shutout. That’s 75 saves on 77 shots, a .974
save percentage, in the two wins — and the Blackhawks again have a
small cushion in fourth place.
“He’s been really solid, just under control,” Blackhawks coach Jeremy
Colliton said. “He’s made some big saves, but he’s looked comfortable in
there even on the routine saves. He’s been working hard, and hopefully
this is a real confidence builder. This is an excellent team we played here
and two really good performances.”
Lankinen came up with arguably his biggest save Thursday late in the
second period. With the Blackhawks holding a 2-0 lead, the Panthers
created a three-on-none breakaway. Lankinen remained poised as the
Panthers came down on him and waited to make his move until the
Panthers committed to a shot.
“Maybe not the way we’re supposed to defend, but that happens,”
Lankinen said. “It was one of those moments where the game can turn
over, so I felt like we needed a big save there and I was able to make it. I
think that brought us some momentum, and we were able to survive from
there and come into the third period with the lead.”
It’s not just been this two-game series for Lankinen, of course. While
Kane has gotten a ton of attention for how he’s carried the offense —
he’s been on the ice for 57 of the Blackhawks’ 99 goals for this season —
Lankinen may deserve even more credit for the team’s success. He’s fifth
in the NHL in goals saved above average in all situations and second to
only Andrei Vasilevskiy in goals saved above average at five-on-five.

Lankinen isn’t playing behind a defensive juggernaut, either. The
Blackhawks have slightly improved defensively, but he’s still facing 33.73
shots per 60 minutes in all situations (third highest in the league). Robin
Lehner saw 36.83 shots per 60 and Crawford saw 33.2 last season.
The Minnesota Wild’s Kirill Kaprizov may also be the Calder Trophy frontrunner, but Lankinen should probably be getting more love in that
discussion. Lankinen has a .920 save percentage in 23 games. Wins and
losses aren’t a fair stat to gauge a goalie, but they still usually come into
play for voters. So it’s worth noting the Blackhawks are 12-7-4 with
Lankinen in net and 4-6-1 when he’s not. He’s a main reason the
Blackhawks might earn a playoff spot.
What’s most remarkable about what Lankinen is doing this season is
none of this was expected. Kane was expected to produce. Everyone
knew Kaprizov was a stud coming over from Russia. Lankinen? Shoot,
he wasn’t even the starter in the season opener. The Blackhawks weren’t
sure whether he’d be the No. 1 or No. 3 goalie this season.
Lankinen is definitively the No. 1 now and might just be the Blackhawks’
goalie of the future. If he doesn’t emerge as he has, this season and
certainly what the Blackhawks could look like in the years ahead would
be talked about much differently. He’s answered the biggest question the
Blackhawks had coming into this season.
And in time, Blackhawks fans will be able to let him know what they think
of him in person.
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Q&A: Blackhawks GM Stan Bowman on the trade deadline, Jonathan
Toews’ future, COVID-19 vaccines and more

By Scott Powers and Mark Lazerus
Mar 25, 2021

The Blackhawks are in an unexpected playoff race as the April 12 trade
deadline approaches. How will that affect the Blackhawks’ approach to
the deadline? President of hockey operations and general manager Stan
Bowman spoke with The Athletic’s Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers for
about half an hour on Thursday afternoon to share his thoughts on that,
and many other topics. Here’s the full transcript, lightly edited for length
and clarity.
Lazerus: Is there any inclination for you to go for it at the deadline, given
that you’re in a real playoff race now? Or are you keeping your focus on
the bigger picture here?
Yeah, nothing’s changed from where we were before the season started.
If anything, this has been a nice situation for us to be in, which is we’ve
given all these young players a chance to get their NHL opportunity and
they have shown, for the most part, that they’re up for the challenge.
Probably even ahead of where we projected for some of them. That’s all
great news. But no, it doesn’t change anything as far as us. There will be
a time when you feel like this is the year to chase unrestricted free
agents with assets or draft picks or prospects, but this isn’t the year for
us. We’re not changing our approach that we had when we went into the
season.
Powers: How would you describe talks going on between other teams at
this point?
Not a whole lot is happening right now, other than maybe laying the
foundation for some things down the road. I would say I’ve touched base
with most GMs over the past week, like I like to do anyway throughout
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the year, just to check in and see what’s going on. It’s a bit of a different
year with the situation in Canada — I saw the report today, apparently, is
the quarantine might be reduced from 14 to seven days, so that could
change some things — but I know the challenge of the border — I don’t
know if there’s going to be a flurry of trades. We’ll have to see. From my
conversations with teams, it’s been preliminary. I think everyone’s trying
to assess where they’re at. There’s probably a few teams around the
league that are looking to the future, that have decided this isn’t the year
for them. But there’s probably not too many of those. So I think things
might crystallize a bit between now and the deadline. And when that
happens, you might see some more activity. Right now, I feel like it’s
more exploratory, trying to understand what teams are looking for or what
they could be looking for in the next two weeks.
Lazerus: You have a lot of guys that are your standard trade-chip guys —
solid veterans who are on expiring contracts. If the market’s not great,
will you still move them, thinking, hey, a third-round pick, a fourth-round
pick, a fifth-round pick is better than nothing at all? Or if you don’t feel
you’re getting fair value for someone, are you inclined to just let them try
to help you make the playoffs?
Probably more the latter there, Mark. To make a trade just to make a
trade when the return is minimal, I don’t know if I would feel compelled to
do that. But at the same time, there’s valuable assets in trades. It can be
draft picks, or it could be prospects or it could be roster players. If there’s
a situation that comes up where we feel we’re going to be getting
something of value, could be a draft pick or it could be one of those other
avenues, then I think we would have to go and really investigate that and
play it out. But I don’t sense that there’s this need to do something just to
kind of get on the board. That doesn’t seem to make a lot of sense.
Powers: Mattias Janmark is having a career season, probably exceeded
expectations from signing the one-year deal. He seems open to resigning. Have you considered whether he could be a piece of the longterm picture here?
No, we haven’t really thought about next year’s roster in regards to those
players yet. What I mean is, it’s a little bit early to be doing that. We’re
going to have to evaluate. There’s going to be some new players on the
team next year, there’s no question. How many and in what positions and
what levels contract-wise, that’s something we’ve had some internal
discussions on. So we have some ideas. But we don’t have enough
information yet to really map everything out.
What I can say is that I think Mattias has played great for us. We brought
him in here, and he’s certainly delivered on his end. Possibly overdelivered, which is great when that happens. I just really like his style of
play. He’s been a really good fit for what the coaches have tried to instill
in our team. I think if you watch Mattias play, he’s a very uptempo guy,
he transports the puck really well, doesn’t do a lot of really risky or fancy
plays, but he just gets it and goes up the ice with it. He’s strong. But
pretty versatile on the power play and penalty kill, 5-on-5, he’s moved up
and down the lineup. Not much more you could ask for him. He’s done a
really good job. Yes, I could see him being part of our future. I think the
question is just what’s the rest of the team going to look like and how
does it all add up, money-wise. But if you look at what he’s brought to the
table, he’s been a nice addition for our team.
Lazerus: Switching gears, the No. 1 question we get from fans, from
people around the league, as you can imagine, is Jonathan Toews. Is
there any hope or expectation within the organization that Toews will play
during the 2021 season?
I don’t know, Mark. Of course, there’s hope. And there’s a chance, yes.
But to try to put a number on it, I can’t do that. He hasn’t been ruled out, I
guess, is what I would say. But there’s really no change from the last
time we discussed this. I don’t have an update other than what we said
before, which is: He’s not ready to play, he’s not in a situation where he
can join the team. And if that changes, as soon as that is the case, we
would certainly welcome him back. But until that happens, we’re just
moving forward with the guys that are here.

Lazerus: Are you at all wrestling with the idea that he might never play
again? Is that on the table?
No, I don’t think that way. Any type of discussion like that is very, very
speculative. He’s been out for a couple months now. There’s lots of guys
around the league who’ve missed much more time than that and then
come back and have great careers after that. I would say that’s very
premature thinking.
Lazerus: It’s just that there’s so little information out there, we’ve got to
ask the far-flung questions just to try to figure out where things stand. I’m
sure you understand that.
No, no, I understand the question. I guess what I’m saying is that nobody
can predict the future for any of these guys. But in Jonathan’s case, he’s
been out for a couple months now, but that’s the extent of it. Nobody’s
looking beyond where we are now and thinking down the road like that.
Lazerus: When you’re building a roster, though, you’re always thinking
years ahead. Are you still slotting him in when you’re thinking about the
next season’s roster?
Yes, I still think Jonathan’s going to be part of it. Until I’m proven wrong,
then I’m still optimistic for that. The long-range planning isn’t something
we necessarily act upon in the middle of the season anyway. That stuff
tends to come into play more in the offseason. Because right now, the
landscape is different. When you get to the offseason, everybody is
making bigger changes to their teams and you’re looking at your team
from a more global perspective at that point. But not so much during the
season like that.
Powers: With Zack Smith, Andrew Shaw and Alex Nylander, do you have
any updates on them? Any progress?
No, no updates, really. Nylander had a surgery, which there’s a
prescribed rehab which he’s working through. He’s doing great with his
training. He’s always trained very hard. I think he’s going to come back
as strong as ever. The other two situations are a little bit more hard to
pinpoint the timing on, because it’s not like they had a specific procedure
which lends itself to a dedicated timeline. It’s a little bit more up in the air
on their situations. Depends on how they feel, and it’s harder to pin down
on a timeline. I don’t really have an update on those two.
Lazerus: We have plenty of hockey questions to get to, but we wanted to
ask you about the COVID-19 vaccination process. Have any of the
players been vaccinated? Are there plans to vaccinate them anytime
soon?
Not that I’m aware of, they have not. I haven’t taken a poll, but it’s
nothing that I’m aware of.
Lazerus: So if they do, they do it on their own time? It’s not a team thing?
Correct. We have not had a team-wide vaccination protocol at this point.
Lazerus: That’s strange to me. I know there’s the concern of looking like
you’re jumping the line when you’re famous, rich pro athletes. But
considering they’re traveling all over the country, shouldn’t they be a high
priority for this?
Yeah, I hear what you’re saying. I think some other sports and other
teams have had different situations. I don’t really know. All I know is that
hasn’t happened for us yet. We’re just doing our thing, trying to stay safe.
We’ve got a pretty good routine and rhythm down. But fair question.
Good question, I just don’t know the answer on that.
Powers: Are you hoping to get it once you’re eligible?
Yes. I’m not one of these anti-vaxxers. I would welcome it, for sure.
Powers: Salary-cap wise, obviously you’ve got a lot of guys on long-term
injured reserve (LTIR), and there’s a chance to use that. For so many
years, you guys were in cap hell, having to fight it. Where do you feel you
stand now and in the next few years as contracts come off and then
maybe paying the younger guys as they go into their second deals?
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I guess ever since the salary cap came into existence, we’ve been right
up against it, going back to when we had those teams that were pushing
for the Cup every year. And even since then. I think we’ve learned a
pretty good way to manage it and to deal with it. It’s a reality in our game.
I think the cap itself has evolved to where it has acted like a magnet. I
would say the vast majority of the teams are within a million or two.
There’s very few teams that have a lot of flexibility. It’s a challenge. It is.
But I think we’ve gotten a familiarity with how you can work with it and the
situation we’re in this year is pretty unique. We have a number of players
injured, a lot of LTI space. So we have the flexibility or capability to take
on some contracts, which hasn’t really been the case for us going back in
time.
But sometimes players with multi-years, it becomes a little more
complicated. If you had players who had an expiring contract, that would
be certainly an easy one to absorb in the short term if you were able to
acquire some assets. As they project out a couple years into the future —
like you said, we do have some players internally who are going to be
coming on to new contracts in the coming year or two. So we have to
make sure that we’re situated well for that. I think the hardest part is just
that the cap is going to remain flat for a number of years. A couple for
sure, potentially a couple more, depending on how the revenues
rebound. In the past you had a situation where the cap would go up
every year by a couple million dollars. You always knew there would be
some growth for your younger players. Now the only way you get cap
space is if players drop off your books. It’s going to create a challenge
across the league and that’s why we’re looking into the future and we’re
just cautious. So any move that we make, there are ramifications down
the road. I guess you could say it’s the opportunity cost. If you bring in a
player who’s got a couple more years on their deal, that just means that
there’s less flexibility in the future. So if it makes sense, if that player’s a
big contributor or you’re getting some valuable assets with that player,
then it probably makes sense. If that’s not the case, then you’ve got to
think twice about it.
Lazerus: Nikita Zadorov’s qualifying offer is $3.2 million next year. He’ll
probably want more than that based on what players of his age and
caliber typically get, but there is no typical anymore. Do you have a
concern on his contract on the way the normal progression would be
given the cap situation?
The one thing you said there is true, Mark, the typical is not typical
anymore. There has to be a correction of some sort because in the past
when the cap went up every year, it was sort of a natural progression for
contracts, for Group 2s and Group 3s, players with arb, players without
arb. It was sort of an established system under which it wasn’t a written
rule, but it was sort of an understood rule that we all lived under. But
now, we have this new environment which we haven’t had before. It’s not
entirely clear how the market’s going to react, but it’s going to have to
react some way. The cap is not going up. So, something has to give.
There has to be some kind of mechanism for that to happen. It’s not clear
what that will be. Will the UFAs will get less money than they normally
would? Potentially, but maybe not. Or will the Group 2 players get less
money than they used to? Potentially, but maybe not. We have our
theories on it, but we don’t control the marketplace. The market’s
controlled by what happens throughout the league. We’re part of it, so we
can help set the market, but we also have to react to it.
We spent a lot of time hypothesizing on that — what’s going to happen
with these Group 2 players that have arb and typically they would be in
this range. But if you look at just this past offseason, you saw a lot of
players just didn’t get qualifying offers and they ended up signing for
below $1 million tickets, and they’re good players. A lot of good players
who would have normally gotten between a $1.5 million and $2 million
and they had to take what they could get, which was sometimes $750(k),
$800, $900. I think we saw that correction happen already. Will there be
another correction in the market? None of us know. These are the kind of
conversations with player agents. They have their theories, and we all
have theories, but it’s going to play itself out in the coming 12-18 months,
and I guess we’ll just have to see where it goes.

Powers: When the season started, nobody knew whether Philipp
Kurashev, Brandon Hagel, Pius Suter, etc., were NHL players. Does that
change the outlook for you when you’re looking at this trade deadline or
this coming offseason when you’re looking to plug holes?
I think so. What it shows you if you sometimes do need to really give
these players an opportunity. There’s always that reluctance to do it.
You’re looking at players who have proven track records. For us, this
year, some things came at us kind of late last minute, which we weren’t
expecting Nylander, Dach and Toews to be out. We added Soderberg,
but other than that, we wanted to see how these young players could
prove their values, as well as prove their capability at the NHL level.
Sometimes that’s the silver lining to the situation. Now we found that we
got some nice young players with a bright future. Simple answer is, yeah,
I think it’s a good situation that we have some fewer needs than we did
probably six months ago looking at who is going to play well and fill those
roles for us. Having said that, you’re still trying to find the best players to
make your team the best it can be, and those players you have
mentioned have come in and done a really nice job. If we have access to
players who are even further along in their careers and help our team
even more, we would have to explore that. But it’s not going to be at the
expense of blocking these guys out of a spot altogether. I think they’ve
shown they can play in the league, and I think they’ve shown even in a
two-month time frame they’ve improved from their first couple games to
where they are now. I expect them to keep getting better. As they keep
getting better, hopefully we can surround them with some better players,
and that’s how your team becomes a really strong team.
Powers: Considering how good Lukas Reichel has been in Germany this
season, could you foresee him coming over and being a possible NHL
player next year?
Well, that’s something we’ve talked a lot about, and I would like to make
that happen. I would like to see where he’s at with his career. He sure
looks impressive. We’ve watched all of his games on video, and we’ve
had a lot of work in talking to their coaches. They’ve done a fantastic job
in Berlin. They’ve given him a big role on their team, which is important
for a young player. Wherever he’s playing, as long as he’s getting the
opportunity, which he is in Berlin, so we’re happy with the setup there.
But as we look into next year, I think we’d like to get him over here and
see how he looks as a pro in North America whether it’s in Chicago or
Rockford. These are things that have not 100 percent been decided yet,
but he’s taken some big steps here, I think, relative to last year. His style
of play matches up very well with our team play, as well as what Jeremy
(Colliton) wants from our players going forward. I think Lukas really has
those attributes that are going to fit in well with the Blackhawks.
Lazerus: I want to rob Scott of the joy of asking about Max Shalunov.
He’s a free agent at the end of the season. Has that ship sailed, or do
you see it possible to sign him this year and have him in North America
next season?
I wouldn’t rule that out. For the people who aren’t that familiar with him —
setting Scott aside, I know Scott is very close with him — he was here a
while ago and he was here probably before he was ready. He was a
young guy when he was in North America previously. But even
remembering back to that, I always liked his approach, personality. He’s
a likable kid, and I think he would fit in. There’s no issues with that side of
it. He’s certainly matured his game, a lot of size. He’s become a pretty
effective centerman. I think he was a winger more so when he was
younger. He’s shown he can play center. I have not ruled that out. I think
there is still a chance for that to happen. He’s got a couple attributes that
we don’t have a lot of, like in particular his size, so that’s something we
are going to take into account as we plan for the future.
Powers: There haven’t been many seasons where you haven’t signed
someone out of Europe. Is that possible again?
We’ve had some good discussions with a couple players. It’s kind of in
the home stretch here. Nothing to announce right now. I’m not 100
percent. Most of these top players we’re talking about, there’s multiple
suitors. I think when you look at the landscape, the players just want a
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situation that they’re going to fit in and have the opportunity. Depending
on what position they are, depending on what style of play, I think they
have to look at your team and be confident that they’re going to get that
chance. I think we’ve shown in the past whoever we bring in and sign, we
really do give them a legit chance to be not just a small player, but a
sizeable player on our roster. I have hopes, but until you hear back from
the player, the agent, that they’ve chosen to sign with the Blackhawks,
then you just keep working the process.
Powers: What was the thought process in signing Josiah Slavin after his
sophomore season at Colorado College?
We spoke to his agent. He’s a little bit older, like he didn’t go into college
right away. He’s the same age as guys like Hagel and that, so it’s not like
… he only had two years at Colorado, but he was drafted as an older
player and then he went back for another year of junior. I think he’s
certainly not coming out too soon. I think the thing we’ve liked about him
since we drafted him is he just has that pro style of skill set. He’s a big
guy. He’s a really good worker. Once again, his best attributes line up
nicely with how we’re playing right now. He’s got some size, and he’s got
the work ethic. He’s got probably underrated skill. His first and foremost
skill is not offensive skill, but it’s more as a worker and a two-way honest
game, so that’s something we liked about him. We think he can develop
quickly with us as a pro.
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Blackhawks defenseman prospect Alex Vlasic took a ‘huge, huge step’
this season. Here’s what it looks like

By Scott Powers
Mar 25, 2021

Alex Vlasic just loves watching what Boston University defense partner
David Farrance does with the puck.
Vlasic sits back in awe as Farrance maneuvers with it, decides when to
pass it, shoot it and sometimes even basically says, forget you all, I’m
going to take this puck myself.
Vlasic has picked up pointers from the way Farrance plays. It’s definitely
benefited him to be alongside Farrance at BU the past two years. At the
same time, Vlasic knows his limitations.
“I played with Jack Hughes, I played with a lot of guys, and I think David
Farrance is in the top three with how confident he is with the puck,”
Vlasic said. “He won’t pass it if he thinks he can do something better with
the puck. That’s cool to see and learn from it and take that into my game.
Obviously, I don’t think I have quite the ability as him. I might get yelled at
the end of the day if I try any of that stuff he gets away with. It’s
something I’m trying to get better at. Just trust in my skating, trust in my
abilities. It pays off for sure.”
Vlasic isn’t Farrance and won’t ever be. To be fair, Farrance isn’t Vlasic
and won’t ever be either. But there’s a chance both players end up in the
NHL one day – Vlasic with the Chicago Blackhawks and Farrance with
the Nashville Predators – in their own specific way.
Farrance might be with the Predators in the NHL by the end of this
season. In Vlasic’s case, he’s probably a little bit further away, but he
took a major stride this season in proving to himself and many others he
definitely has NHL potential. He should be lumped into the conversation
about the abundance of young defensemen the Blackhawks have on the
way. One league scout recently said Vlasic and Wyatt Kaiser, a 2020

third-round pick, might just have the most potential among all the
Blackhawks’ young defensemen.
Boston University has certainly been pleased with Vlasic’s progress.
“(He’s improved) all over,” Boston University coach Albie O’Connell said.
“He’s more confident, more poised. He’s stronger. He’s able to push guys
off the puck now. He’s been great, like all scenarios, all situations. He’s in
the lanes blocking shots. PK, he’s been terrific. He’s chipped in some
offense. He’s playing on the power play this year on the one unit. He’s
made a huge step. Like last year to this year, it’s night and day. … He’s
got a lot more in him, too. He’s just kind of scratching it. A year from now,
he can be a beast. He’s just got to fill out a little bit more and just
continue to improve. I think he’s taken a huge, huge step.”
The Blackhawks drafted Vlasic in the second round in 2019 out of the
U.S. National Team Development Program because of his size at 6-foot6, his skating ability and his potential. He wasn’t nearly a finished
product, but the Blackhawks thought based on some of his athletic skills
he could eventually get to where they hoped.
As a freshman at Boston, Vlasic had his ups and downs, but he played a
lot. O’Connell had a young team and saw the upside of giving players like
Vlasic a lot of ice time, even if they took their lumps at the time. The
payoff would be in the future.
Vlasic returned this season knowing what was ahead of him in the
college season. He felt more confident than he did the season before.
But on top of that, he was coming off an offseason unlike previous years.
It was challenging in that he had to adapt to not having access to a local
gym due to the pandemic. Instead, he and his sister, Emma, who plays in
the NWHL, created a makeshift weight room in the basement of their
family’s Wilmette, Ill., home. He did take advantage of being able to skate
a local ice rink. He hadn’t been much for skating in the offseason in years
past, but it was important this year.
Alex Vlasic’s reach is one of the biggest upsides of his game. (Rich
Gagnon / Boston University)
Vlasic worked with Tristan Musser, who was then with the Chicago Steel
and is now with the Buffalo Sabres, early in the offseason, and then with
Brian Keane, who owns Prodigy Hockey and is a skills development
consultant with the Blackhawks, later in the offseason.
“I think with Tristan it was a lot more without the puck, kind of skating,”
Vlasic said. “We worked a lot on limiting crossovers, how I’m using my
pivots and opening up and pushing to one side of the ice. We also had
one session where we worked on shooting for an hour and half, which
was really good. I found it really helpful. With Brian, same things, but we
did more stuff with the puck and deception, look off one pass and move it
when breaking out and puck protection. Over the summer, I was able to
figure how to use my size as an advantage and protect the puck much
better, and I feel like I’ve been using it pretty well this season.”
Vlasic noticed that immediately when the college season began. He was
handling the puck differently than he had. He was on the second powerplay unit, and there was a confidence level he hadn’t felt before. His eight
points, including three goals, in 15 games this season were a product of
that.
As nice as the offense is, Vlasic and the Blackhawks understand that’s
probably not going to be a strength of his in the NHL. Where he can be a
difference-maker is denying entries into the offensive zone with his long
reach, moving players out of the crease with his size, winning back pucks
and skating or passing the puck out of the defensive zone.
Vlasic advanced those parts of his game this season, too.
“He looks stronger on the ice,” Blackhawks assistant general manager of
player development Mark Eaton said. “He’s still moving well. He’s always
done that for a bigger guy. I think for him he’s starting to realize how
effective his size is and how good of a defender that can make him. It’s
not a mindset shift, but it’s starting to have the mindset that I get just as
much joy out of shutting down the opposing team’s top lines as I would
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having to a two-goal game. He’s starting to realize the type of
defenseman that he’s going to need to be at the pro level to have
success.
“One thing I’ve also noticed that I thought was great was he already looks
more poised with the puck. He’s made a lot of plays. He’s calm under
pressure, which was an element that I thought he needed to improve.”
Being at Boston University has been good for Vlasic. He felt like a role
player with the development program, and now he’s getting to be one of
the main players.
“I think there’s maturity in his game,” Blackhawks vice president of
amateur scouting Mark Kelley said. “The U.S. program is a great
program. You have 20 kids on a team, but you have 20 pretty strong
personalities. I think for some kids, they fall back into the background a
little bit. They become part of that team. They’re spokes in the wheel, but
they’re not the big spokes. I think for Alex, he accepted that. I thought he
did very, very well at it, but now that he’s gone and moved on to BU, he’s
grown his maturity. I think what stands out is his presence on the ice.”
At his size, Vlasic has an established presence as soon as he steps on
the ice. But he hasn’t always fully understood that presence. He actually
appreciated it when the Blackhawks didn’t focus just on wanting him to
be a physical defenseman when they talked to him before the draft.
Vlasic gets that there are some physical demands given his frame, but he
doesn’t want his game to be defined by that.
“Honestly, I’ve never been a type of big defenseman who just kind of kills
guys,” Vlasic said. “I couldn’t tell you the last time I just laid somebody
out with like that type of hit. There was definitely some interviews, some
NHL interviews, where I was being asked that question. ‘Are you willing
to be a heavy hitter, a fighter?’ Like, you’re going to have to be that. I felt
like the Hawks were one of a few teams who didn’t really say that and
thought I could implement a little bit more physicality into the game,
which is pretty cool. I don’t see myself being a big hitter, enforcer
defenseman because I can do other things as well, but I can definitely
add that to my game to make me a well-rounded player.”
Kelley thought some of that would come with time for Vlasic as his body
continues to develop. He’s still just 19 years old. Plus, he should have a
Vlasic is ready for some normalcy again. Boston University has played
just 15 games this season due to COVID-19 interruptions.

Because the Blackhawks have a lot of young defensemen signed now,
they could also be more patient with Vlasic and allow him to spend
another year in college. The Blackhawks don’t possess many prospects
with Vlasic’s size, though. If he’s working with Eaton, Anders Sorensen
and Brian Campbell with the Rockford IceHogs for a season, that might
make more sense. It’s a decision that could go either way.
O’Connell believes Vlasic would benefit for another year at Boston.
“With Vlas with one more year, he can kind of break out the way (Dante)
Fabrro did,” O’Connell said. “Fabs wasn’t quite ready (after his second
year). (Charlie) McAvoy was ready after his second year, like physically,
maturity. I think Vlas is mature enough. I just don’t think physically, he is
… he’s polished enough, but it’s just not completely where it needs to be
to get consistent at that level. I think a lot of it is his body and just being
in situations and just being the guy.
“I think when Farrance went down (this season), I think Vlas kind of
stepped into a role where he gained some confidence because he was
kind of the guy. Next year, he’ll be one of the leaders on the team. Selfservingly, obviously we want him back. If he ended up leaving, I think one
more year would do him really well.”
Vlasic is unsure where he’ll be next season as of now.
“Yeah, I’ve thought about it,” Vlasic said. “I don’t know what I really want.
I just want to do whatever’s best for me as a player. I would be 100
percent glad to stay here at BU and get a shot at winning a national
championship next year. I love the guys, I love the coaches, everything’s
great. At the same time, I would love to go to Rockford or whatever the
case may be. But I think at the end of the day, it’s just going to come
down to what the Hawks want for me and what they think is best for me,
so I’ll probably go with that decision.”
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Jake Oettinger’s game-changing play kept hope alive for Stars against
Lightning

Vlasic tested positive for COVID-19 in December. He said he had mild
symptoms, but he still hasn’t fully recovered his sense of smell. On top of
not feeling well and having to quarantine, Vlasic was also forced to miss
the World Junior Championship and watched his teammates win the
tournament without him.

By Matthew DeFranks

“It was pretty brutal, I’m not going to lie,” Vlasic said. “I worked so hard
over the summer to make the team. Obviously, I made the first selection
camp. At camp, I was just so confident. I had a really good year. I was
just so pumped. I was just looking forward to it so much. To get COVID
the day before we go for camp, it was just awful. Sitting in a room 10
days by myself didn’t help after that.

When the Stars needed a game-changing play Thursday night,
goaltender Jake Oettinger delivered one.

“It was tough. It was definitely tough to watch. But at the same time, it
was nice to see the guys I was playing with, to have them experience
something like that because it’s definitely a once-in-a-lifetime
experience.”
Vlasic is hoping to have his own tournament success now. The Terriers
enter the men’s hockey NCAA tournament as a No. 11 seed and face St.
Cloud State on Saturday.
Whenever Vlasic’s season ends, he, O’Connell and the Blackhawks will
have some discussions about his future. The Blackhawks could look to
sign him. The Blackhawks wanted to sign defenseman Ian Mitchell, who
was also a second-round pick, after his sophomore season of college.
They were also aggressive in bringing defensemen Adam Boqvist and
Nicolas Beaudin, both first-round picks, into the organization in recent
years.

12:36 AM on Mar 26, 2021 CDT — Updated at 12:39 AM on Mar 26,
2021 CDT

Oettinger’s miraculous paddle save on Ondrej Palat in the second period
kept the Stars within two goals of Tampa Bay, and set up Dallas for a 4-3
comeback win over the Lightning. It was one of two point-blank saves —
the other was on Yanni Gourde — that Oettinger made to hold the Dallas
deficit at 2-0 against Tampa.
“It’s just such a tough play,” Oettinger said. “He’s such a good player and
has a lot of time. I just tried to stay patient as long as I could. When he
around me, I just tried to put everything I had back there and thankfully, it
hit my paddle. A little bit of luck involved there, but you need luck a little
bit, so it was nice.”
Oettinger finished with 24 saves and beat the defending champions for
the first time in his career.
“Obviously, game-changing, huge saves,” Joe Pavelski said. “We needed
a little break like that, a little play like that to get these guys and we can
build off it.”
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It was Oettinger’s first start since March 18 in Detroit as Anton Khudobin
started three straight games. Early on, as the Stars kept Tampa Bay
away from any scoring chances, Oettinger struggled to get into a rhythm.
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Oettinger bobbled a point shot from Cal Foote, setting up a rebound goal
for Gourde 2:46 into the second period. Foote’s shot was the sixth
Lightning one on goal, and Gourde’s was the seventh.

Stars claw out desperately needed first regular-season regulation win
over Lightning in over five years

Three minutes later, Oettinger made a save on Mikhail Sergachev’s bid,
but spit out a rebound for Alex Killorn to pounce on. Sergachev’s shot
was Tampa’s eighth and Killorn’s was the ninth.

By Matthew DeFranks

“It’s hard to get in the game when you haven’t really felt the puck, but it’s
a definitely a good problem to have,” Oettinger said. “When you feel the
puck and you’re into the game fully, I think pucks just kind of stick to you
obviously. A couple of those goals, I think, those are rebounds that I want
to swallow and I want those pucks to stick to me.”

10:25 PM on Mar 25, 2021 CDT — Updated at 10:28 PM on Mar 25,
2021 CDT

This year is Oettinger’s first in the NHL, and he’s been a quick study as a
rookie. Stars coach Rick Bowness has praised him for his work ethic and
willingness to learn. Thursday’s game will serve as another lesson for the
22-year-old former first-round pick.

Thanks to a 4-3 win over Tampa Bay, they got it.

“It’s what we’ve said all along: Jake’s a tremendous competitor,”
Bowness said. “He’s just going to keep getting better. Big saves at the
right time, we need that.”
Heiskanen’s pretty move: Defenseman Miro Heiskanen scored his fourth
goal of the season in the second period, breaking the seal on Andrei
Vasilevskiy by finishing a breakaway with a backhand tuck. Heiskanen
faked a shot by lifting his right leg before roofing the finish.
“I told Miro ‘Next time we get a shootout, I want to see that move,’”
Bowness said. “We needed that. We were playing well and we were
getting all kinds of chances and you look at the score and say ‘How can
we be down 2-0 here?’”
Heiskanen was again heavily used Thursday night, playing 25:19,
including 9:12 in the third period. Since March began, no player in the
NHL has logged more minutes than Heiskanen’s 368:10.
Oleksiak vs. Schenn: Defenseman Jamie Oleksiak picked up his third
fighting major of the season when he tussled with Tampa Bay
defenseman Luke Schenn in the second period. Oleksiak landed a
number of punches to Schenn’s helmet before checking his hand midfight and stopping the bout.
Olekisak played in the third period. The Stars scored twice in the 150
seconds immediately following Oleksiak’s fight.
No Sekera: Defenseman Andrej Sekera did not play Thursday night.
After the game, Bowness said it was a family issue with Sekera. Mark
Pysyk re-entered the lineup after missing six games with a lower-body
injury and one game as a healthy scratch.
‘Just too static’: At the end of skate on Thursday, the Stars practiced their
5 on 3 power play, two days after wasting a prime opportunity during
Tuesday’s 2-1 loss to the Lightning. The Stars had 89 seconds of a twoman advantage and failed to generate a dangerous scoring chance.
The personnel remained the same on Thursday morning: Pavelski in the
left circle, Benn at the net-front, Robertson in the right circle with
Klingberg and Heiskanen at the top.
On Tuesday, what was the culprit for the lackluster power play?
“Just too static, we weren’t moving around,” Bowness said. “We weren’t
crisp with the passing, we were too static. When we moved, the passing
was sloppy. Pav had a couple shots off the side. One got through, the
other puck was rolling and we missed. Basically, what that comes down
to, when your passing isn’t crisp and you’re too static, then you’re very
easy to defend. That’s what it comes down to.”
The Stars used these power play units on Thursday night.

The Stars needed Thursday night.

In a season dominated by close losses and missed opportunities, the
Stars haven’t had much to be happy about. They’ve gone through injuries
and postponements and prolonged droughts and untimely
underperforming. Thursday was a chance to sidestep the storylines by
earning two points against the defending Stanley Cup champions.
Roope Hintz scored the game-winning goal for Dallas with 1:21 left in the
third period, capping a three-point night for the dynamic Finn. He took a
pass from Jason Robertson, split the Tampa defense and beat Andrei
Vasilevskiy to give the Stars a much-needed victory.
“It’s nice to finally to get two points against them because we feel we’ve
played a lot better than the record indicated,” Stars coach Rick Bowness
said. “But we had to go out and finally beat them, which we did. More
important than anything, we needed two points tonight.”
For the first time this season, the Stars beat the Lightning. It was the first
win over Tampa Bay since Game 5 of the Cup Final and the first regularseason regulation win over the Lightning in more than five years.
“It was a good win,” Joe Pavelski said. “We needed to get those guys. It’s
been a little bit too long this year.
Miro Heiskanen, Joe Pavelski and Jason Robertson all scored for the
Stars, who picked up points for the ninth time in 12 games. Heiskanen
broke the seal on Vasilevskiy with a slick breakaway tuck, Pavelski
scored quickly on a second-period power play and Robertson followed
shortly after by roofing the puck.
Jake Oettinger made 24 saves, including a pair of game-changing ones
in the second period on Ondrej Palat and Yanni Gourde. He also made a
key glove save on Mathieu Joseph in the third. All three goals Oettinger
gave up (by Gourde, Alex Killorn and Palat) came off rebounds at the
net-front.
When the Stars entered the third period with a one-goal lead, it became
apparent how badly they needed a win on Thursday night. They were
riding a massive wave of momentum on home ice. They’d finally figured
out Vasilevskiy. They’d played better and generated more offense than
the Lightning. And, oh yeah, Tampa Bay was playing down a player.
So securing the win in regulation was a release.
“Honestly, I think it was kind of a relief,” Robertson said. “These past
couple weeks, we’ve been going to overtime. The results haven’t been
going our way. To be able to bear down and get one bounce and finish it
before it even gets to extra time or even a shootout, that’s a surreal
feeling.”
Due to the salary cap, the Lightning were limited to 17 skaters on
Thursday instead of the usual 18. When defenseman Erik Cernak was
ruled out, Tampa Bay didn’t have space to recall a player, and NHL rules
require a team to play at least one game with less than 18 skaters in
order to use the roster emergency exemption to add another player to the
roster.
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So with the lead, the energy, the home ice, it had to be a Stars win. Of
course, there’s also the history with the Lighting and the Central Division
standings, where the Stars are out of a playoff spot with less than half the
season remaining.
This season, games that should be a Stars victory have not always
resulted in Stars victories. That’s why overtime and shootout losses
populate the Stars’ schedule through the first two months of the season,
and why Chicago and Columbus entered the day above Dallas in the
standings.
It’s why frustration has bubbled within players and coaches and fans, and
why any pleasant feelings in Dallas are welcomed. The moral victories
grew stale in February and the consolation points are becoming tiresome
in March.
No need for either on Thursday night, and that’s a relief for the Stars.
“It feels like a lot of times this season we’ve said ‘Well, we played great
but we didn’t get the win,’” Oettinger said. “To play great and get the win
that you deserved is very rewarding. Hopefully, we can just continue to
build on that. If you can beat that team, which we believe we can, we can
beat anyone in the league. Hopefully, it’s the start of a nice win streak.”
Radulov injury short-term: Forward Alexander Radulov did not participate
in morning skate Thursday, and Bowness said his lower-body injury
would be a short-term issue. The team is hopeful Radulov can play this
weekend, but Bowness said “there’s no guarantee of that.”
“We’re hoping and we’ll see when we get there tomorrow that he skates
with the team tomorrow,” Bowness said of Friday’s practice.
Thursday’s game against Tampa Bay was the fourth straight absence for
Radulov and the 19th time in the last 22 games that he’s been out of the
Dallas lineup. Radulov missed 15 games with the same lower-body injury
earlier in the season.

Seguin could be on track to return to games in mid-April.
Radulov injury short-term: Forward Alexander Radulov did not participate
in morning skate Thursday, and Bowness said his lower-body injury
would be a short-term issue. The team is hopeful Radulov can play this
weekend, but Bowness said “there’s no guarantee of that.”
“We’re hoping and we’ll see when we get there tomorrow that he skates
with the team tomorrow,” Bowness said of Friday’s practice.
Thursday’s game against Tampa Bay is the fourth straight absence for
Radulov and the 19th time in the last 22 games he’s been out of the
Dallas lineup. Radulov missed 15 games with the same lower-body injury
earlier in the season.
When he has been in the lineup, Radulov has been productive with 12
points in 11 games.
Rare Wednesday off: The Stars had Wednesday off, an oddity during
their March schedule that has featured games on Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday and Sunday. Dallas has typically had Monday off and practiced
Wednesday.
The days off will be necessary as the schedule continues to be busy, as
Dallas’ final 26 games will come in 45 days.
“Just trying to get away from the game a little bit,” forward Joe Pavelski
said. “When you’re playing every other day and they are meaningful
games, and you’re really just out there working hard and trying to grind,
you try to get away from it for a day and come back fresh.”
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When he has been in the lineup, Radulov has been productive with 12
points in 11 games.

Searching for offense, Stars turn to their three most productive forwards

No Sekera: Defenseman Andrej Sekera missed Thursday night’s game.
When asked in the morning about Sekera missing skate, Bowness said it
was for “maintenance.”

By Matthew DeFranks
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Injured Stars forward Tyler Seguin resumes skating at practice facility in
Frisco

By Matthew DeFranks
11:46 AM on Mar 25, 2021 CDT

Tyler Seguin is getting closer.
Seguin returned to Frisco and began skating, Stars coach Rick Bowness
said, but remains far from returning to game action. Seguin was
rehabbing his hip in Ontario after having offseason surgery to repair a
torn labrum in November.
“He’s been back a week to 10 days now,” Bowness said. “He skated with
the guys for a little bit yesterday, so he is around. With COVID
restrictions, he can’t be around all the time, but he is back here and he is
skating.
“He’s back on the ice doing light work, doing some shooting. That’s all
he’s capable of doing now, so he’s still a long ways away from playing.”

11:40 AM on Mar 25, 2021 CDT

In their constant quest for more offense, the Stars and coach Rick
Bowness loaded up the top line with their most productive forwards.
It paid off in a big way during a 4-3 win over Tampa Bay on Thursday
night.
Bowness put together Jason Robertson, Roope Hintz and Joe Pavelski
for the first time this season at even strength and the trio responded by
combining for three goals and five assists. On the season, Pavelski (32
points), Hintz (21 points) and Robertson (20 points) are the team’s three
highest-scoring forwards.
Pavelski scored a power play goal to tie the game in the second period.
Robertson scored a goal off a Stars forecheck that gave Dallas a 3-2
lead. Hintz won the game with 1:21 left in the third period by splitting a
pair of Lightning defenders.
“I think at the end of the day, it’s just about making plays and making
smart reads and supporting each other,” Pavelski said. “They’re two guys
that have been playing and competing, strong on pucks, good on pucks,
making good decisions. At the end of the night, you support guys and
you make the right decision enough, you build that chemistry and you
create some chances.”
The Stars entered Thursday 27th in the NHL in 5 on 5 goals per 60
minutes (2.0 goals), ahead of only Boston, Detroit, Nashville and Buffalo.
In recent years, when the Stars needed a jolt of offense, they would
throw together their big guns: Jamie Benn, Tyler Seguin and Alexander
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Radulov. But Seguin (hip) and Radulov (lower body) are both injured,
and Benn has two goals in his last 22 games.
As a result, the Stars turned to Robertson-Hintz-Pavelski.
On paper, the line seems well balanced. Robertson brings smart
playmaking and possession, Hintz brings size and speed, and Pavelski
brings finishing and a net-front presence. This season, at 5 on 5, the
three entered Thursday having played 55 seconds together, according to
Natural Stat Trick.
Bowness has said on multiple occasions that Hintz and Robertson have
developed chemistry, so adding Pavelski to the mix was the wild card
against the Lightning.
“They think the game the same,” Bowness said of Hintz and Robertson.
“Robo is very good at hanging on to the puck and letting Roope use his
speed and Pav is smart enough to read off the two of them and know
where he’s supposed to be.”
Here is a closer look at the three goals they combined for.
Pavelski from Hintz and John Klingberg, 18:40 of the second period, Tied
at 2
The play is a pretty simple one. Hintz wins the faceoff to Klingberg.
Klingberg returns the puck to Hintz. He moves it low to Pavelski. Pavelski
roofs it past Andrei Vasilevskiy.
The play was made thanks to preparation from Pavelski, who knew how
Tampa Bay defended shots from the wing and how much space he
would have if he got the puck.
“Saw a little bit the other day they were riding a little bit high on the shot,
the D comes out and they do a good job of fronting pucks,” Pavelski said.
“Been thinking about it a little bit, a couple passes I’ve made from there,
after I made those passes, I feel like I had more time.”
So instead of dishing the puck immediately to Robertson in the slot or
Miro Heiskanen cutting backdoor, Pavelski stepped back and beat
Vasilevskiy.
Robertson from Pavelski and Hintz, 19:44 of the second period, Stars
lead 3-2
Lightning forward Tyler Johnson recklessly threw away a puck at his own
blue line, meeting Pavelski’s oncoming forecheck. Hintz tied up two
Tampa sticks, leaving the puck for Pavelski to re-collect. He was patient
enough to draw a sliding Mikhail Sergachev to him, opening up space for
Robertson to beat Vasilevskiy.

“I know he’s flying up the middle of the ice, whether that’s the first minute
of the game or the last minute of the game,” Robertson said. “I know he’s
always up and down the middle of the ice. I trust him to make that little
skill play to get that puck. I know his speed will burn defensemen, and I’m
really glad he finished it.”
Hintz handled it from there.
In the last couple seasons, Hintz has been as dangerous as any Stars
player on the rush thank to his speed and quick, deceptive release. This
time, one of Dallas’ best all-around forwards deposited the puck under
Vasilevskiy’s blocker.
“He’s unbelievable,” goaltender Jake Oettinger said. “He’s one of the
most underappreciated players in the entire league. I think if he’s not
already, he’s going to be one of the best players in the entire league.
We’re so lucky to have him.
“The thing I love the most about him, though, he’s obviously got all the
offense you could ask for, but just the defensive side. He kills penalties.
He blocks shots. He does the little things. He plays hard.”
Bowness: “It just shows the value of having Roope in our lineup every
night, the difference it makes and the games that he hasn’t played, how
much we’ve missed him.”
No Sekera: Defenseman Andrej Sekera did not skate Thursday morning,
and Bowness said it was for “maintenance.”
‘Just too static’: At the end of skate on Thursday, the Stars practiced their
5-on-3 power play, two days after wasting a prime opportunity during
Tuesday’s 2-1 loss to the Lightning. The Stars had 89 seconds of a twoman advantage and failed to generate a dangerous scoring chance.
The personnel remained the same Thursday morning: Pavelski in the left
circle, Benn at the net-front, Robertson in the right circle with John
Klingberg and Miro Heiskanen at the top.
On Tuesday, what was the culprit for the lackluster power play?
“Just too static, we weren’t moving around,” Bowness said. “We weren’t
crisp with the passing, we were too static. When we moved, the passing
was sloppy. Pav had a couple shots off the side. One got through, the
other puck was rolling and we missed. Basically, what that comes down
to, when your passing isn’t crisp and you’re too static, then you’re very
easy to defend. That’s what it comes down to.”
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Robertson whipped the puck over Vasilevskiy’s left shoulder after
Heiskanen beat him there and Pavelski beat him on high on the right
side.
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“I just roofed it,” Robertson said. ‘I didn’t really think of what the goalie
was doing. I just tried to get it up as quick as I can under the bar. It
worked, it’s just the way it was and I’m glad it went it.”

‘He’s a sponge’ — Stars’ Jake Oettinger learning on the fly during an
unconventional rookie season

Hintz from Robertson and Pavelski, 18:39 of the third period, Stars lead
4-3

By Saad Yousuf

There are multiple levels to this one, and it starts with Pavelski’s pass
exiting his own zone. At his own blue line, Pavelski slipped a pass
between both his and Steven Stamkos’ legs to find Robertson. Some
secondary assists are gratuitous. Pavelski earned this one.
“I was just kind of feeling that I had support there,” Pavelski said. “I think I
was already out of the zone a little bit or close, so had the confidence to
try that there knowing that if you turn it over, they’ve got to still regroup.”
Robertson collected the puck in the neutral zone and waited momentarily
for Hintz to zoom past him. He laid out a pass to Hintz between Victor
Hedman and Jan Rutta, a pass born of experience playing together with
Hintz and understanding his tendencies.

Mar 25, 2021

For the past few years, the goaltending room for the Stars has featured a
tight-knit group. In the past, Stars goaltending coach Jeff Reese has
referred to the dynamic between himself, Ben Bishop and Anton
Khudobin as a family within a family. With Bishop still recovering from
offseason knee surgery, that family grew by one this season with the
injection of Jake Oettinger. The rookie has grabbed the opportunity born
out of circumstance and ran with it, putting together one of the NHL’s
best rookie campaigns by a netminder this season. As a 2017 first-round
pick, Oettinger’s potential was obvious, but he has credited his
accelerated success to the situation around him, namely Reese.
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“I’m just lucky to be part of such a great group of guys and so many good
leaders in that room that have helped me so much so far this season,”
Oettinger said this month. “I just think the work that Jeff Reese and I
have done, day in and day out, has helped me feel ready for each start,
and hopefully I can continue to get more and more comfortable and just
keep working on my game, bit by bit.”
Reese gets name-dropped in media interviews by his players more than
any other Stars assistant coach. Head coach Rick Bowness also speaks
often of how much he relies on Reese’s opinion in making goaltending
decisions. Reese’s work the past few seasons has required a different
approach than working with Oettinger this season. Bishop and Khudobin
were veterans into their 30s when Reese inherited them, while Oettinger
is a 22-year-old who was expected to spend another year developing in
the AHL.
“He just picks up on things so quickly and then he applies them,” Reese
told The Athletic. “It’s been fun for me. It makes me feel young. It’s
awesome.”
Reese has been accustomed to tooling his coaching style to the
preferences of two veteran netminders, and both give him credit for
catering to their unique approaches to preparation and playing the
position. With Oettinger, things are a bit different because while he’s
seemingly assumed the role of starting goaltender, at times, for the Stars
this season, he’s still really a prospect. Reese had plenty of work with
him in summer development camps and then a few months during the
2020 playoffs, when Oettinger served as Khudobin’s backup.
All of that was different than the past few months. Development camps
allowed Reese to be a true teacher and advance Oettinger’s skills. The
Edmonton bubble helped with familiarity in terms of being around each
other, but the focus was always to prepare Khudobin for games, because
he handled the full load after Bishop got hurt. Now, Reese is trying to
thread the needle of developing Oettinger’s skill set while still preparing
him to play a bulk of meaningful games.
“You have to give credit to Jake,” Reese said. “He’s such a student of the
game. Every day he wants to get better and you can’t teach that. I can’t
teach that. That’s just from within. He knows we’re not going to go into a
situation where I’m going to throw 10 different things at him in one day.
We’re trying to chip away as we go here. In a perfect world, you get to do
it in practice. We’re doing a lot of video but not too much to where it’s
going to jam him up mentally. That’s always a danger.”
Video often is a prerequisite or a supplement to practice time, but that
has essentially been nonexistent this season. The disruptions due to a
COVID-19 outbreak and a winter storm either canceled practices
altogether or resulted in lighter workloads in practices and morning
skates in order to maintain functioning bodies for the games. Because of
that, video has gone from a supplement to a primary teaching tool.
“Even through video, he picks up on these adjustments. He’s a sponge.
It’s amazing to me,” Reese said. “He’ll pick up on stuff that we’ll work on
after but — the other day, he picked up on something in the middle of the
back-to-back game, I was thoroughly impressed. It’s a lot of video and
then when we do get practice time, because he works so hard, he wants
to be on the ice early and he wants to be on the ice every day, regardless
of if he plays a back-to-back. He’s 22, he’s got a lot of energy.”
Because time is of the essence, communication between Oettinger and
Reese has also been paramount. Some days, Oettinger will proactively
tell Reese what he’s uncomfortable with about his game and they’ll work
on that. Other times, Reese will bring a point of emphasis from his
viewpoint, and sometimes both will have things to address. The video
sessions usually involve tape of Oettinger and the two will dissect
specific things they see and find ways to either grow or change. Reese
said the limited time doesn’t allow him to show much video of how other
goaltenders do things, but added that Oettinger’s quick learning ability
and talent allow him to simply be his own player.
Reese also isn’t alone in grooming Oettinger. As the rookie goaltender
said, he is a “part of such a great group of guys and so many good

leaders in that room.” That’s Bishop and Khudobin, both of whom have
taken Oettinger under their wings in different capacities.
“Anton understands, he’s been through this before. This is nothing new.
Anton’s pulling for the kid and cheering for the kid,” Reese said. “Both
him and (Bishop), they’ve been absolutely outstanding with this kid.
They’re both in the stage of their career where they’re trying to help him,
which is another special situation that you don’t see very often. The best
part of it is Jake knows that Anton’s got his back. I don’t think Jake has
the early success he’s had without Anton or Bish on the bench. It just
makes a world a difference. It’s a good situation right now for Jake
because he’s got two excellent veteran goalies who have been through a
lot of ups and downs.”
Reese said he leans on Bishop and Khudobin for advice on how to help
Oettinger as well, because unlike where they are in their careers,
Oettinger is still being molded. As a first-round draft pick, the
expectations were always there for Oettinger but that doesn’t always
result in success. Furthermore, there’s no timeline on when success like
that will come, especially for goaltenders who often have longer paths to
the NHL.
“I always believed he had a bright future. I wasn’t sure how quickly he
would pick up on things,” Reese said. “That’s what impresses me a lot
about him. His work ethic is second-to-none. He’s having some success
here because he works hard and deserves to have success.”
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Mike Modano, Basil McRae and ‘The Mighty Ducks’: How two North
Stars became movie stars

By Sean Shapiro
Mar 25, 2021

It’s common practice in the NHL to put “money on the board” when
playing a previous employer.
A player will walk up to the whiteboard, write a dollar amount and hope to
fire up the team. The act signifies a matchup that holds extra value. It’s a
pledge to teammates that you’ll contribute a set amount to the team’s
general event fund after a victory.
Mike Modano spent 20 years with the Dallas Stars franchise and,
between 1989 and 2010, he never had a chance to play a revenge game
or reason to pony up cash against a team that discarded him. But
whenever the Stars would play the Mighty Ducks of Anaheim, and later
the Anaheim Ducks, Modano often made the walk to the whiteboard.
“When they came into the league they became that team for me,”
Modano said. “And it’s all because of that clip in the movie.”
That clip is 30 seconds of screen time in the cult-classic “The Mighty
Ducks” — a 1992 movie that led to a pair of sequels and became a
flashpoint for a generation of new hockey fans. Twenty-nine years later,
the movie has inspired a reboot through a television series, “The Mighty
Ducks: Game Changers,” that debuts later this week on Disney Plus.
“Mike and I were talking on the phone a couple of weeks ago,” said
Modano’s Mighty Ducks co-star and current Columbus Blue Jackets
assistant GM Basil McRae. “He was saying something about how this
Mighty Ducks thing just won’t die. I don’t know, I love that it’s kept going.”
McRae was officially North Star Player No. 1 on the script, while Modano
portrayed North Star Player No. 2. McRae claims he was promoted to
No. 1 because of his ability to better deliver the short dialogue about
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Gordon Bombay (Emilio Estevez) ruling when they played peewee
hockey together and eventually mentioning he could help the lawyerturned-youth-hockey coach get a minor-league tryout.
Modano — who ended up with the iconic line, “Oh, yeah? I heard you
were a farmer” — disputes the role change was because of acting chops.
As a 21-year-old he was simply deferring to the veteran McRae, Modano
said this week. Still, he admitted, “it was a busy day, I don’t remember
everything.”
McRae still isn’t sure how he ended up getting the call to be in the movie.
Modano was the young face of a North Stars team fresh off a run to the
Stanley Cup Final in 1991. Two seasons removed from leading the NHL
in penalty minutes, McRae specialized in face time of a different kind.
“Mike Modano, that makes sense,” McRae said. “I was just lucky
someone somehow thought I was the second most popular player on the
team.”
The filming of their scene came during a tumultuous time for the NHL. On
April 1, 1992, the NHL players went on an in-season strike that only
lasted 10 days, but laid the groundwork for major change in the league.
NHL players were staying away from work, and Modano and McRae
were heading to the Met Center to complete a different job after Disney
had rented out the arena for filming for a couple days in April.
Modano and McRae weren’t crossing a picket line, but it certainly could
have looked that way.
“I’m really glad no one outside of the movie saw us going to the rink,”
Modano said. “Can you imagine what it would have been like today with
social media and stuff if someone had seen a player during a strike going
into the rink?”
“We had to go into our locker room to change, and I was so scared that
(North Stars GM) Bob Clarke would see us there,” McRae said. “It wasn’t
really going to impact something either way. But this was a strike,
remember it wasn’t a lockout, and part of me was worried I would look
like a scab.”
McRae also walked into the rink on crutches. He had broken his leg a
couple weeks earlier. He couldn’t fit his own skate onto his swollen foot,
so he used one of Derian Hatcher’s skates for the scene. McRae’s
inability to skate — he essentially chucked the crutches just before the
shot — is why he and Modano were just standing next to the ice at the
Met Center instead of skating off the ice and stopping to talk to the Ducks
as originally planned.
As McRae recalls, the roles of North Star Players Nos. 1 and 2 were
switched after Modano kept fumbling over the lines.
“Either way, we were the amateurs,” McRae said. “The actors and
everyone else were professional. I think the only reason the day took so
long was because of us.”
Neither player remembers how much they were paid for the day. But
since both had speaking roles, they received Screen Actors Guild
vouchers and continued to receive residual checks throughout their
careers.

“We are like 75 percent through the movie and we haven’t been on and
my wife said something like, ‘Oh, well, guess you guys didn’t make the
cut,’ and I didn’t really care, I’ve been cut lots of time in my life,” McRae
said. “But then about five minutes later I was on the screen and my
daughter was really excited and pointing it out and yelling. We hadn’t told
her it was even possible just in case the scene was cut.”
For Modano, the acting role became a sometimes-easy target for chirps
in the locker room, and a reason for the franchise player to pony up more
money on the board whenever the Stars played the Mighty Ducks.
“Yeah, he heard about it from time to time. The $11 dollar royalties check
he received or whatever it was, wasn’t much defense for him,” former
Stars forward Brenden Morrow said via text. “It was before my time but
truth is the other guys were jealous they weren’t pretty enough to make
the movie.”
McRae and Modano continue to be amazed by the cultural impact of the
first film, especially in 2021 when it’s gaining popularity again with the
coming TV series.
“I have kids and people who know me more from that movie than actually
playing hockey,” Modano said. “It’s something that will never go away.”
That’s true. For example, Tommy Magelssen is one of the co-hosts of the
Quack Attack Podcast, a Mighty Ducks fan podcast that was formed in
2014 and recently released its 253rd episode centered around the series.
The podcast has featured several prominent guests in the world of the
Mighty Ducks, including writer and creator Steve Brill, who wrote the
initial movie and the new TV series.
“‘The Mighty Ducks’ is this classic movie, but it’s also become this
community around the sport,” Magelssen said. “It’s one of those movies
you can reference all the time, and like if you see someone in a (Charlie)
Conway jersey at a hockey game, you give them a ‘quack’ and it’s
normal to do that.”
Magelssen said the beauty of the cameo by Modano and McRae is its
simplicity and how well it fits into the original film.
“That one made sense, you can see how even in a movie world where
you are suspending belief where the Ducks could meet someone from
the Minnesota North Stars,” Magelssen said. “As opposed to Wayne
Gretzky’s cameo in D2. Why would Wayne Gretzky want to meet Team
USA? There was just a more natural fit (with Modano and McRae).”
At this point, neither McRae nor Modano have been invited for a cameo
in the TV series, even though there are reports the original Ducks team
will make a cameo in the series as adults.
“I’m sure they were sick of our acting from that one day,” Modano said. “It
doesn’t surprise me.”
“If the season doesn’t have good numbers, maybe they’ll give us a call to
help boost the viewership,” McRae said. “Let them know my number
hasn’t changed.”
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“It was something like $600 or $700 a month for the first six years or so
after the movie came out,” Modano said. “And after a while they started
to come less frequently. It’s now been a while since I’ve gotten one.”
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“It wasn’t much,” McRae said. “But my kids thought it was cool to see me
get a check from Disney.”

Sportsnet.ca / Belief in Jack Campbell among Maple Leafs continues to
grow

McRae and Modano also weren’t sure whether their part made the final
cut until they saw the finished product. When the movie came out in
October 1992, McRae was playing for the Tampa Bay Lightning after
being taken in the expansion draft. He and his wife took their then 4-yearold daughter to a theater in Tampa, not sure whether he’d be on the
screen or not.
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Justin Hill scored late in overtime to help the Maple Leafs get a 3-2 win
over the Senators.
For a few brief moments, the Zen of Jack Campbell was disrupted.
It was not easy for the man challenging to take control of the Toronto
Maple Leafs crease to brush aside the fact that both pucks that got
behind him Thursday were on the blade of his Warrior goalie stick
immediately before they went in.
Campbell’s learned to cut himself some slack during a career that’s
picking up momentum, but personal development has its limits.
“I mean I still beat myself over those,” he said. “You know they just can’t
go in. I’m still a competitor and I’m human, so when that happens, I’m not
happy with myself.”
That he didn’t unravel entirely is stabilizing in itself. Two wobbly puck
touches quickly became something to chuckle about on the charter flight
home when Justin Holl finished off a 3-2 overtime victory over the Ottawa
Senators.
Holl was standing closest to Campbell when Alex Formenton tied the
game on a sequence where the defenceman got crossed-up by a wavedoff icing call and his goaltender turned over the puck. But he made
amends at 4:42 of overtime after jumping over the boards and cruising
into the middle of the offensive zone to finish off a nice sequence from
Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews.
“That’s what I was joking about with the guys in the locker-room, I was
like ‘that’s why you give up a goal with six minutes left, you know?”’ said
Holl.
It was a victory that nudged the Leafs two points up on Winnipeg and
Edmonton in the North Division and improved Campbell’s record to 5-0-0
on the season. The 29-year-old is finally healthy after two prolonged
absences with the same leg injury and feels like he’s starting to find a
rhythm.
The timing couldn’t be better with Frederik Andersen now sidelined -he’s officially listed as day-to-day, but hasn’t been on the ice with his
teammates all week -- and the Leafs entering another busy stretch of
schedule.
While it’s been described by some locally as a goaltending controversy,
the truth is there is no controversy to be found. Toronto has yet to have
both of its top options healthy and performing well at the same time this
season so there haven’t been any tough decisions for Sheldon Keefe to
make.
Campbell has a chance to create a tough decision to come. He’s been
dialled in with a .958 save percentage on 138 shots so far and finished
with 29 stops Thursday despite seeing his teammates tilt the ice pretty
significantly in Ottawa.
They kept on after Campbell was pressured by Chris Tierney while
handling the puck behind his net and saw it bounce out to Connor Brown
for a short-handed marker late in the first period. John Tavares skated
immediately to his goaltender to calm the waters.
“Yeah he just said ‘keep going, we got ya.’ And they did have me all
night,” said Campbell. “That’s why I feel bad about those two goals. I
don’t want to kill the momentum and we played so well and I know those
types of goals just can’t go in. Those are 100 per cent on me, of course,
and I’ll know I’ll be a lot better on those goalie handles.”
That view wasn’t shared unanimously throughout a dressing room where
Campbell is known for being nice to a fault. Keefe said that he had no
choice but to play the puck in both instances and lamented the fact that
teammates skated towards him, rather than providing outlet options, on
the first goal against.
Holl and the other Leafs players on the ice didn’t sort out the defensive
assignments properly on the second one.

“I told him after the game -- like I thought both decisions were the right
decisions [for him to go out], it’s just the plays didn’t work,” said Holl.
“You kind of stick with the same process and I have confidence in him.
“I think he’s a great puck-handler and I expect him to keep handling the
puck and being aggressive.”
What shouldn’t be lost is the second-period stops he made on Tim
Stützle and Josh Norris, or the right pad he extended to deny Brady
Tkachuk.
Campbell buttoned things down and helped ensure the Leafs didn’t
squander another opportunity against the last-place Senators. The
frustration he felt was only temporary. The win was sweet.
“Instead of thinking about how bad I feel for myself or something, it’s
about the team,” said Campbell. “They need the next save and they just
need better plays from me. When they’re playing that strong, all I could
think about was shutting the door.
“I know I had a couple bad giveaways tonight so I’ll clean that up. But
they can count on that, for sure.”
The belief in him is growing with each passing game.
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Weren't we supposed to get some big trades this week, at least in the
North Division?
Crickets.
As the struggling Toronto Maple Leafs hit a quiet two-week period, all
eyes were on the team hungriest to make a big splash in this year's
market, but nothing has come to fruition yet. The American teams, well,
they can maybe be a bit more patient as their quarantine rules are a little
more lax than for players crossing the border into Canada.
At the same time, teams that looked to be settling as hard sellers –
Nashville, Columbus – have turned it on and got themselves back into a
race. It's been too early to pull the chute on their seasons.
The fact remains that we're two and a half weeks out from this year's
trade deadline and the moves will eventually start breaking. So in this
week's NHL Power Rankings – where we list the best teams with a
weight towards recent play – we focus on one trade candidate from each.
The idea was to stay away from the generic "first-round pick" for the top
teams and instead try to find a roster player or prospect who could be a
candidate. So bear with me at the top of this list – the names get more
interesting as we go.
What the Tim Peel incident says about the role of 'game management'
Mark Spector
1. Tampa Bay Lightning: Alex Barre-Boulet
No one will believe me now, but I did have Alex Volkov here when writing
out the list Wednesday night. Now that he's been traded, effectively for
cap space, we'll look to Barre-Boulet as a possible piece the Lightning
could move for more immediate help. He has seven points in five AHL
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games this season after being right near a point per game in that league
the past two seasons.
2. Vegas Golden Knights: Jimmy Schuldt

could be interesting, though, because he's making over $4 million on
their third pair, is young (24) and signed through another four seasons. If
there's a team that likes him, the Pens could use the opportunity to move
him and clear space for someone else.

Admittedly, this was a tough one to come up with. The Golden Knights
appear set to have a relatively quiet deadline without any cap room and
there aren't any roster players that scream trade candidate. If there is a
deal to be had, though, perhaps someone will take a flier on the 25-yearold defenceman who is facing an uphill battle to ever finding a top-six
spot in Vegas.

12. Toronto Maple Leafs: Rodion Amirov

3. Colorado Avalanche: Shane Bowers

13. Boston Bruins: Jake DeBrusk

Like most contenders, the Avs would likely be dealing picks or prospects
if they're going to make an addition. Bowers, a first-rounder from 2017
acquired in the Matt Duchene deal, is perhaps a candidate to go in this
scenario.

The Bruins need more reliable scoring from beyond the Perfection Line.
DeBrusk, 24, could be part of that solution or an attractive piece another
team might give up a more experienced scorer for.

4. Washington Capitals: Jonas Siegenthaler

Just about anything is on the table as far as picks and prospects go.
Amirov's KHL season is finished now so the Leafs, or someone, could
bring him over ASAP if they wanted. He's the Leafs' first-round pick from
a year ago and one of their top prospects.

14. Montreal Canadiens: Paul Byron

He's just 23 and has lost playing time in Washington this season, but is
still young enough that a non-playoff team could seek him as a target in
trade.

Habs GM Marc Bergevin insists he's going to be quiet at the deadline,
but this is clearly a "go for it" season so anything is possible. If they have
to move a player out to make the numbers work, Byron is a candidate
and he'd add a mid-lineup player to a new team for another two seasons.

5. New York Islanders: Anthony Beauvillier

15. St. Louis Blues: Vince Dunn

This season has been a difficult one for Beauvillier, who has stalled and
even backtracked as a producer. We think the Islanders would rather
keep everyone and not shake up any chemistry – they have plenty of cap
room with Anders Lee out for the season – but if GM Lou Lamoriello goes
really big then the 23-year-old Beauvillier might be a young NHL piece he
has to consider dealing.

Dunn has been on the block before and though it may make more sense
to trade him this off-season when he's an RFA again, if St. Louis wants to
make a significant addition the 24-year-old puck-moving defenceman
would have plenty of suitors.

6. Carolina Hurricanes: Morgan Geekie
If they're active, they'll buy, and they'll likely not want to move big pieces
from their roster. A 22-year-old Geekie, who's just starting to get his first
NHL games under his belt, could be used for more immediate help in a
Cup run.

If the Flyers buy, it'll be with an eye on next year and beyond. Two
games behind Boston for the last playoff spot in the division, and with
three more games played than the Bruins, Philadelphia likely won't be in
the rental market. Laughton is a pending UFA and could be a tough resign. With that in mind, the Flyers could be soft sellers by the deadline
and that'd make Laughton a candidate.

7. Minnesota Wild: Marcus Johansson

17. Arizona Coyotes: Conor Garland

The Wild are a really interesting team and will probably buy, if anything,
but Johansson's role and importance is diminishing and he's a pending
UFA. If they add and want to clear cap room to make space for someone
else, would another team take on his upside for a bargain return and one
run?

Less than a million bucks for a player with as many even strength points
as Gabriel Landeskog, Jonathan Marchessault, Sebastian Aho and
Brayden Point this season. An arbitration-eligible RFA for another two
seasons, too.

8. Edmonton Oilers: Caleb Jones
The Oilers are tight to the cap, making any deal unlikely at this point. It
would have to be money in, money out. But looking ahead to the Seattle
expansion draft, the Oilers would protect at least four (if not five)
defencemen ahead of Jones, who has struggled and been made a
healthy scratch this season. He makes $850,000 against the cap this
season and next, and at 23 could be a dark horse candidate if GM Ken
Holland is itching to find a deal to help with the depth up front.
9. Florida Panthers: Chris Driedger
Sergei Bobrovsky is starting to take the net back (though Driedger still
has good numbers this month) so the Panthers could explore moving
Driedger now rather than lose him for nothing either to free agency or,
possibly, Seattle expansion.
10. Winnipeg Jets: Sami Niku
If the Jets are going to find a way to upgrade their blue line – especially
for beyond this season – they may have to give up a roster player. Niku,
24, has interesting upside and is the exact type of player a re-tooling
team could target as part of a bigger deal.
11. Pittsburgh Penguins: Marcus Pettersson
The Penguins seem likely to try and buy to add to this surging group so
there aren't a lot of roster players that make sense to trade. Pettersson

16. Philadelphia Flyers: Scott Laughton

18. New York Rangers: Ryan Strome
The 27-year-old is having another strong offensive season with 26 points
in 31 games and would be a nice get for any team looking for a shot of
offence and help on the power play. They'd get him for next season, too,
as Strome is signed through 2021-22.
19. Columbus Blue Jackets: David Savard
It's hard to say what the Blue Jackets will sell now that they're back in the
playoff race, but the general feeling is that pending UFA Savard won't be
back, so they may want to flip him anyway and acquire a piece that will
help in the next few years.
20. Los Angeles Kings: Alex Iafallo
The Kings may rather sign the 27-year-old pending UFA, but as a centre
he'll have a lot of suitors around the league as playoff teams always look
for depth at the position. And Iafallo would be more than depth – he could
be an effective second-liner or a really strong 3C.
31 Thoughts: The Podcast
Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what
they think about it.
21. Chicago Blackhawks: Dylan Strome
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Still in a playoff spot but with just three wins in their past 10. Columbus
(and even Nashville), are charging, while Dallas remains a bit of a dark
horse wild card. The Hawks are still building and could help that longterm if they entertain moving Strome, a 24-year-old centre with another
season under contract.

Sportsnet.ca / Bergevin: ‘No one is guilty of anything’ in Canadiens
COVID shutdown

22. Nashville Predators: Mattias Ekholm

March 25, 2021, 3:03 PM

Elliotte Friedman has been reporting on the possibility that Ryan Ellis
may be the Preds defenceman to go, but at least he's locked up for a
long time. Ekholm would need to be re-signed in a year so there could be
some uncertainty there, especially when it comes to price point in a flat
cap. Ekholm cold bring back a big enough return himself, though one
wonders how big they'll sell now that they're back in the playoff race.
23. Vancouver Canucks: Brandon Sutter
It was a good month overall for the Canucks, but they've lost two in a row
and reality will eventually set in that they should be sellers. When it does,
Sutter as a third-line centre would be one piece to move.
24. Ottawa Senators: Ryan Dzingel
Acquired from Carolina earlier this season, Dzingel has five goals in 10
games with the Sens and would be a depth rental add for a team looking
for a bit of offensive pop, likely for a third line.
25. Dallas Stars: Blake Comeau
Seven points out of a playoff spot with four games in hand, the math is
getting tougher on the Stars to qualify as a top-four team. If they get near
April 12 and have pulled no closer, they'd be wise to explore shipping out
pending UFA veterans like Comeau who are usually attractive adds
around this time.
26. New Jersey Devils: Kyle Palmieri
They might prefer to re-sign him, but the pending UFA has to be dealt if
nothing is done by the deadline. He's an effective 5-on-5 scorer who
could do more than he has this season if surrounded by a better team.
27. Calgary Flames: Sam Bennett
He's requested a trade, but the Flames would rather hold on to him for
'Playoff Sam Bennett.' Of course, if we're not going to see 'Playoff
Flames' they may as well trade him for what they can get.
28. San Jose Sharks: Devan Dubnyk
A pending UFA, the Sharks would be happy to get anything for Dubnyk,
who at this point isn't much more than security for a playoff team.
29. Detroit Red Wings: Jonathan Bernier
He's having an admirable season behind one of the league's worst
teams. Bernier is 14th among all goalies in goals saved above expected
and will be a UFA this summer. Bernier would be a backup upgrade for a
load of teams out there.
30. Anaheim Ducks: Rickard Rakell
The price may be high, but the upside is, too. It's been three years since
he scored at a 30-goal pace, but you'd get two seasons of trying to get
him back there, and for a $3.789-million cap hit the value is intriguing.
31. Buffalo Sabres: Taylor Hall
It's terrible for just about everyone in Buffalo, but Hall could be a heck of
a secondary contributor if a move reinvigorates the pending UFA.
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MONTREAL — Montreal Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin
addressed the media on Thursday for the first time since two of his
players, Joel Armia and Jesperi Kotkaniemi, were placed on the NHL’s
COVID protocol list and his team was forced to close its practice facility
and cease all operations through this coming Sunday.
Bergevin spoke for close to 35 minutes and touched on several subjects,
which we’ll break down in detail below.
But before we do, we believe the most important things Bergevin said
were that only one of his players tested positive for COVID, that the
player who tested positive is confirmed to have caught the variant of the
virus and that the player, “as far as we know today,” is having “no issues”
health-wise.
Bergevin said the other player was placed in the NHL’s protocol because
he was in close contact with the player who tested positive and that
decisions to shut the Canadiens down for the week were made by the
NHL, in consultation with public-safety authorities, out of caution and to
do proper contact tracing.
“I think it’s the right decision,” Bergevin said, and it’s impossible to argue
with that considering both players in protocol were on the ice with their
teammates and the coaching staff earlier on Monday, hours before
testing results indicated a positive.
On protocol adherence:
Bergevin: “Since Jan. 3, every morning, everyone in our bubble, including
players, coaching staff, trainers, equipment managers — all those people
— we get tested every morning. At home, and on the road at the hotel.
That’s in the morning before getting into the complex — we do it in the
garage and then we go in. Tests results usually come back between 4:00
and 5:00 p.m.
“Also, families have been asked by public health authorities to be tested
twice a week. Wives, children, everyone close to the players in our
bubble. Public safety is involved in all our protocols, and they worked
with the NHL on this. Also, all the border agents and people who work in
our planes when we travel are all tested daily.
“So, on the whole, the NHL, and the NHLPA, Dr. Mulder, (head athletic
therapist) Graham (Rynbend) and all our staff in Montreal should be
commended (for keeping) all our personnel safe.”
On whether or not protocol was breached:
Bergevin: “I’m not ready to say protocols weren’t respected. There are
people who are dying from this COVID virus, and it’s not because all
them weren’t careful. The way the virus is spreading — we’re all
educated, but this could’ve been for some mundane reason.
“I’m not at all disappointed with the player. We’re going to deal with this
situation the best we can. But no one is guilty of anything in my eyes.”
Bergevin: “Early on, I guess we all (expected this). Especially when there
was a lot of teams in the U.S. But again, in the North Division, it was
pretty smooth until Monday. And again, if we really look at it, it’s one
player that probably, as we speak today, that’s been affected. So one
player in the whole division caused a shutdown. That unfortunately
happened to us.”
On how the players were informed they were placed in protocol:
Bergevin: “I believe Dr. David Mulder called the players. I had a false
positive myself a little while back and Dr. Mulder called me in the
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afternoon, and then I quarantined for 48 hours for two negative tests the
next day. So we had a few false positives. Actually, it happened to me
twice.... But we did re-test and (the player who tested positive) was
positive.”
Our note: As we reported in February, Tyler Toffoli was one Canadiens
player who had a false positive prior to the start of training camp.
Also, Bergevin said he was unable to comment on whether or not anyone
on the Canadiens staff had tested positive or was exposed as a close
contact and placed in protocol. Such information isn’t available on the
daily list provided to media by the NHL.
On making up the four games that were postponed this week (three
against the Edmonton Oilers and one against the Ottawa Senators):
Bergevin: “I had a discussion with the NHL yesterday. Everything is in
place for these games to be played. It’s certain the schedule’s not ideal,
but it’s just the same for some teams in the U.S. We’ll deal with it the
best we can.
“The league will announce it as soon as we’re clear to return to practice.
The league is managing all announcements with the schedule. I can say
that they want to avoid, as much as possible, going into the buffer week,
but it’s probable in our case that we’ll have to dip into it. But I’ll leave it to
the league to announce that.
“It’s probable our season gets extended a bit, but not a full week. I saw
the schedule yesterday, and we’re moving some games that will affect
some other teams, aside from Edmonton and Montreal, who weren’t
affected by this shutdown. There’s some games moving around so we
can get in as many games as possible before the end of the season.
“There’s travel that goes into this, too. It’s pretty complex. I spent a good
two hours on the phone with the league to best understand our calendar,
which will be very condensed from here to the end of the season. It’s
probably going to affect all Canadian teams.”
Our note: The Canadiens, who are 14-8-9 through 31 games, were
initially scheduled to play their remaining 25 games over the 47 days
between Mar. 22 and May 8. With Bergevin saying all four games will be
made up, and that not all of them will take place after May 8, that means
25 games will have to be played in closer to 40 days.
“It’s not going to be easy,” said Bergevin, “but I can only control what I
can control. The league and the players’ association made a decision to
get those 56 games in 116 days with the possibility of missing games
because of (COVID), so it’s something we’ll have to deal with. It’s not
ideal, but we’ll make the best of it.”
The other teams in the North Division will have to make the best of how
this affects them, as well. Without outright confirming it, moving certain
games around based on travel for all teams is going to be necessary so
the NHL avoids dipping too far into the week following the close of the
regular season. The NHL wants the Stanley Cup Playoffs to start and
end on time so that their broadcast schedule doesn’t interfere with the
Tokyo Olympics, which will also be aired by their rights holders, so it’s
paramount that the regular season doesn’t get extended a full week.

But D.J. Smith’s 11-20-3 Ottawa Senators never fail to bring their Agame against their provincial rivals, swiping three of six meetings from
the division-leading Toronto Maple Leafs this season, often in dramatic
style.
"They got a really young, exciting team. They tend to give us their best
game every time we play,” Auston Matthews warns. “We definitely have
to be ready. You can’t take them lightly."
If rest is a weapon, the Maple Leafs will enter Ottawa armed and
dangerous Thursday, fresh off a rare four-day break. The Sens should be
caught tired on the second night of a back-to-back after defeating
Calgary again Wednesday, and their health struggles in net make the
Leafs’ look like a non-issue.
And yet…
"They got our number somehow this year," Travis Dermott says. "They
seem to figure out little holes in our game and really attack those lapses.
We want to play against them as much as we can.
“We want to play the teams where we really haven't figured out our game
against them or a certain system that they play. It's playing against guys
that push us out of our comfort zone and make us better by the time the
important games come."
For the first time in a long time, Matthews no longer sits alone atop the
Rocket Richard leaderboard.
While the Leafs star has endured a four-game goal drought and has
scored just thrice in his past 11 outings as he recovers from an injured
wrist, Connor McDavid has tied Matthews in the goals race (21).
Cameras caught Matthews busting his stick on the bench Saturday after
failing to light the lamp on one of multiple good looks. Matthews now
leads the entire league with seven hit posts.
“You go through stretches like that and just try not to get too frustrated,"
Matthews says. "Just continue to compete and do other things that help
the team win. When the puck's not going in the net, it's important to find
other ways to be effective. For me, I'm just going to keep shooting."
Matthews’ otherworldly start to the season, in which he scored 18 goals
in 18 games, raised expectations (50 in 50?!) to, perhaps, unrealistic
heights. But his recent dip in production is of no concern to his coach.
“I generally focus more on how he is playing throughout the game. He
has had a number of scoring chances that just haven't gone in for him.
He has hit a lot of posts and missed great opportunities,” Sheldon Keefe
says. “Over time, things like that are going to go in for a guy like him.
Matthews says the Leafs’ four-day break this week has been beneficial
and believes the health of his wrist is trending in the right direction.
“The better that he feels in terms of his health and his energy levels only
increases the opportunity for him to get more of those chances to go in,"
Keefe says.
Matthews is a minus-2 in March, on pace for his worst such mark in any
month since 2018-19.
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Keefe debated whom to start at left wing alongside Matthews and Mitch
Marner Saturday night. He was tempted to go back to Zach Hyman —
which would’ve been a safe, easy call — but instead he promoted
veteran Wayne Simmonds, who was well rested.

Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs Notebook: Why Wayne Simmonds has
jumped to the top line

Pumping Hyman down to the bottom six also allows Keefe to roll four
lines, a benefit of growing importance in a compacted stretch run.

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox

“I think it paid off in terms of giving us legs and all that. That was a big
part of it,” Keefe explained. “A lot of what [Simmonds] brings, there’s
some similarities there to how Hyman plays.

March 25, 2021, 12:07 PM
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“I thought they had good energy. Obviously, it is going to take a little bit
just to develop the reads and chemistry that you need to have with the
line. That’s why I wanted to stay with it and give it more opportunities."
Matthews says adapting to Simmonds on his left has been simple, and
the line will get a second trial in Ottawa Thursday.
“It’s similar to a guy like Hyman,” Matthews says. “You know he's going
to work really hard every shift. He's got good hands, not just in and
around the net but all over the ice. He plays a really physical game. He's
easy to play with.”

defenceman Justin Holl as they exchanged “my bads” after a botched
handoff.
Holl loved the gif, going so far as to crown the moment “legendary.”
Campbell said Wednesday he didn’t even realize he’d winked until he
saw a clip online post-game and got a chuckle.
“I had no idea I even had the ability to wink,” Campbell said.
One-Timers

Galchenyuk’s attitude even more impressive than his forechecking

• Ottawa’s hard-checking forward Austin Watson (arm) will not only miss
Thursday’s game, he’ll be sidelined four-to-six weeks.

Alex Galchenyuk has made his presence known in just over 20 minutes
as a Maple Leaf. Placed alongside John Tavares and William Nylander in
a prime position to succeed, his relentlessness on the forecheck has
received positive reviews from the coaching staff.

• Defencemen Mac Hollowell Kristians Rubins (“Mac and Ruby,” to their
teammates) and forward Scott Sabourin joined the Leafs taxi squad this
week so Martin Marincin, Timothy Liljegren and Nic Petan could see
some game action with the Marlies.

He’s thrown some hits, taken a penalty, and registered his first NHL
assist in over a calendar year. In short, he’s been noticeable —
something not every Leafs fringe winger has been.

• Goaltending prospect Ian Scott saw some practice reps with the Leafs
this week. The injury-riddled Scott, 22, has not played a game since
2018-19 with the WHL’s Prince Albert Raiders.

Most impressive are the things viewers don’t see: Galchenyuk’s attitude
and energy.

• Last time the Leafs had a one-off road game in Ottawa, the club made
the unusual decision to travel on game-day morning. They lost. This time
they travelled after Wednesday’s practice and slept in Ottawa for
Thursday’s game.

“When you look at a player with a high degree of skill who has had
success in the league and you think about what they are going to need to
climb their way back and to restart their career, if you will, energy and
passion and competitiveness are the things that come to mind,” Keefe
says.
“If you don't have those things, and you’re just going to rely upon your
skill, it’s going to be a tough road back.”
Galchenyuk says he appreciates the investment the Leafs organization
has made since trading for him: “It's been great so far. I love it."
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Sportsnet.ca / Andrew Copp constantly pushing for more as Jets
continue to climb

Galchenyuk also recalled his chance introduction to future linemate
Nylander while out for a pandemic stroll.
“I was getting some fresh air and I see a guy wearing a pink hat — and I
knew right away it was Willy," Galchenyuk grinned. "I came up to him and
was like, 'What’s going on?' We just talked about hockey. We talked
about the city. We talked about what's been going on in the past and
now. We spoke for an hour or so. It was great meeting him. Great to
know him. He actually texted me when I got traded, too, so a great guy.
He made me more comfortable.”
Kerfoot and the Icons
The year is 2006. Joe Thornton and Jason Spezza are tearing up the
NHL on opposite sides of the continent. A ghost of the future appears to
a 12-year-old Alexander Kerfoot and informs the kid his legs will be
driving a line that features both Thornton and Spezza.
"If I was a kid thinking that I'd ever play on a line with Joe Thornton and
Jason Spezza, I don't think I'd have believed myself," Kerfoot says.

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld
March 25, 2021, 8:58 AM

WINNIPEG — As he sat in front of a microphone with his arms folded
and a wide smile stretching across his face, Andrew Copp did his best to
dig into his lifetime of hockey memories to identify a similar moment.
Doing the exercise in real time at a podium during a Zoom interview was
probably not how the Winnipeg Jets' versatile forward envisioned
celebrating the first four-goal game of his NHL career.
But when it comes to soaking in rare milestones like this one, a four-goal
performance in a 5-1 triumph over the Vancouver Canucks on
Wednesday, you take them any way you can get them.

"There's no second-guessing anything with them. Every time you get
back to the bench, if you're in the locker room, they're always talking.
They know what they want out of you. They let you know right away."

“I’m going to have a hard time remembering my last four-goal game,”
said Copp, who became the first player in the NHL to score four goals in
a game this season. “I don’t know, I don’t know if that’s ever happened
before.”

The trickle-down effect of Simmonds and Galchenyuk in the top six is a
new checking line that packs some 39 NHL seasons of cumulative NHL
wisdom, plus Kerfoot’s four.

It hadn’t happened since Copp broke into the NHL on the final day of the
regular season in 2015, suiting up for the Jets after they’d secured a
playoff berth.

“Two future Hall of Famers,” marvels Tavares. “You can just see the way
they approach the game, their attitude, how much they enjoy it on a daily
basis. So, seeing them playing together is pretty cool and something
we're all getting a kick out of.”

Remaining Time -0:51

The wink heard ’round the world
When a fired puck dislodged Jack Campbell’s mask during Saturday’s
shutout victory, the goalie’s uncovered face was caught winking to

Copp reacts to milestone night against Canucks
It didn’t happen during three seasons with the University of Michigan
Wolverines, where Copp went from walk-on to team captain in a threeyear span.
There are many layers to the Copp origin story, dating back to his time as
a two-sport athlete who was a star quarterback and set the single-game
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state record for passing yards (557) for Skyline High School in Ann
Arbor, Mich.

an awful lot of time developing his hands, picking pucks along the
boards. Just worked at it and worked at it.”

After choosing to pursue his puck dream instead of chasing a dream on
the gridiron, Copp had to go out and earn everything he got.

As for the Jets, they not only put thoughts of consecutive regulation
losses for the first time this season in the rearview mirror by sweeping
the Canucks, they did it with authority, outscoring their opponent 9-1 in
the two-game series.

When you’re not the star recruit, you’re forced to utilize your strengths
and lean on your leadership ability and intangibles to get noticed.
For a guy who often started on the periphery of the roster, Copp always
found a way to work his way up the lineup and make a valuable
contribution.
He can be counted on when the chips were down.
That rise in trajectory has followed him to the NHL, where Copp broke in
as a fourth-liner who was known for his high hockey intelligence,
impeccable positioning and detail-oriented game.
The opening was all he needed to establish himself as a regular, but
Copp has always been hungry for more.

Instead of seeing things spiral after dropping three of four, the Jets
moved into a three-way tie for first place in the North Division with the
Toronto Maple Leafs and Edmonton Oilers.
The brilliant play of Connor Hellebuyck was right at the heart of the
matter, even if the score in both games might suggest these were
lopsided affairs.
“He’s definitely a big-time or big-stage goalie,” Jets rookie defenceman
Logan Stanley said. “He’s been great all year and especially the last two
games. We’re glad we have him on our team.”
That might be the ultimate understatement.

Generating chances for himself and his linemates has never been an
issue for Copp since joining the Jets, but the enormous effort he’s put in
to improve his finish around the net is finally paying dividends.

When Hellebuyck is as locked in as he was the past two games, it can
create doubt in the psyche of the opponent, almost as if it might take a
perfect shot or a deflection to beat him.

“Worked really hard at it. Like I said, it kind of doesn’t happen overnight,”
said Copp, who is up to 10 goals and 25 points in 33 games this season.
“Some nights are a lot better than others. Still have how many other
games left to go, and things still left to prove.”

That’s a scary proposition.

That’s the thing with Copp: Even on a night he enjoyed a big
breakthrough, he wasn’t about to let a shred of complacency enter the
equation.

Remaining Time -1:04

Remaining Time -2:06

On deck is a three-game set against a Calgary Flames team that figures
to be in full-on desperation mode after dropping consecutive games to
the Ottawa Senators.

Copp scores four goals for first career hat trick against Canucks
There are still 23 games left in the regular season, and Copp has other
things he wants to accomplish.
Earlier in the day, Copp was talking to reporters about the play of his line
with Adam Lowry and Mason Appleton — a unit that delivered a pair
goals in Monday’s 4-0 victory and is known for having an ability to drive
play.
“I don’t really consider us a checking line anymore,” Copp said. “Before,
we were very defensive-oriented. But now, you look at the guys that we
have on the line and the production we’ve had, we don’t look at ourselves
that way. We’re going to be responsible, we’re not going to change our
game by any means. We’re definitely going to play the right way in the Dzone. As soon as we get that place where we’re looking to attack, our
offensive game looks a lot different than maybe our second line with their
speed and open-ice dynamic and playmaking.
“Our offence is going to look a little different for sure. When we’re in the
offensive zone, we’re looking to score, we’re looking to get pucks to the
net. We’re not looking to, especially when we have the puck, make too
safe of plays just because who is coming back the other way. Especially
on the road, teams are trying to avoid putting certain guys against us. If
we’re getting third line match-ups, we’re not going out there to shut down
their third line, we’re going out there to score.”
Mission accomplished — and point well taken.
The Lowry line can handle the burden of playing against offensive
players, but they’re doing more than just holding water; they’re winning
those matchups and creating big-time issues for the opposition.
“He's really worked at it, would be the simple answer,” said Jets head
coach Paul Maurice, when asked to explain how Copp has taken the
latest step in his hockey journey. “He spends an awful lot of his time
trying to develop that part of his game. I think his talent and his gift is the
defensive part of the game, and that comes naturally to him. He's spent

“I'm just continuing on, getting better every day with the details that I've
started building from the beginning of the season,” Hellebuyck said.

Copp says Jets have 'all the faith in the world' in Hellebuyck

The Jets can see the light at the end of this tunnel, with 13 of 17 games
already played during this hectic month of March, and they’re sitting
pretty with a record of 20-11-2.
Instead of falling back into the pack, the Jets have elevated their game
and continue to build their collective belief.
“We’re a confident bunch. I would say our confidence isn’t very fragile,
it’s real. We believe in ourselves and each other and our process,” Copp
said. “Obviously if we lose a few, that confidence is going to wane a little
bit. But when we do get on a roll, I don’t think we get overconfident.
“When we’re doing well I feel like we think this is how it should be, which
is the sign of a winning team. In my book, you expect these results, you
expect to win. I don’t know if there’s a season-high of confidence, but I
think we definitely feel good about ourselves, as we should. But we can’t
get too high either.”
Sage advice from a guy who knows a thing or two about keeping things
in perspective and pushing for greater heights.
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Senators have rested Leafs 'full attention'

By Mark Masters
SPORTSCENTRE Reporter
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The Toronto Maple Leafs and Ottawa Senators held optional skates at
Canadian Tire Centre on Thursday.

While Smith lauded Marner, there was a lot of love for gritty winger Brady
Tkachuk from the Leafs side.

The division-leading Leafs have been off since Saturday while the
basement-dwelling Senators played on Wednesday. So, the standings
and the schedule favour Toronto tonight, but Sheldon Keefe knows better
than to expect an easy game in this rivalry.

"He's similar to his brother," observed defenceman T.J. Brodie. "He's a
big body, too and he uses that to his advantage. He's tough around the
net to box out just because he's so good getting between you and [the
goalie] and getting his back end out there. Around the net he's good and
there's not many guys like that in the league that can stand in there and
find a way to get free and loose and, at the same time, tip pucks."

"They haven't lost in regulation in five games (3-0-2) and they're a
confident team," the Leafs coach pointed out. "Certainly, they've probably
played their best hockey against us, so we have every reason to be
prepared here tonight."
The Leafs and Senators have split six meetings this season with Ottawa
winning two of three at home, including the most recent encounter on
March 14.
"They've played us really hard," centre Alex Kerfoot said. "They have our
full attention. We know that we have to be at our best to beat them."
This season, NHL teams with at least one day of rest facing a team that
played the day before have a record of 19-10-3 (.641). So, the margin for
error is even smaller than usual for the Senators.

Tkachuk has, predictably, enjoyed the Battle of Ontario so far with 12
points in 12 games against the Leafs, including seven in six games this
year.
"There's a lot of big strong guys that go to the net, but don't necessarily
have the skillset or the timing to make good on the chances," noted
Keefe. "He's definitely someone that's difficult to handle in that area. The
challenge is to try to break out quickly and not let him or his line spend
time in the offensive zone, so he doesn't have as much of an opportunity
to use the strengths that he has in terms of getting to the net."
'He's going to be as good as anyone': Smith projects Tkachuk to be
among NHL's best

"You have to stay off the penalty kill," warned coach D.J. Smith. "You
can't give their power play extra looks. One or two penalties max. And we
have to find a way to not give them high-end chances. If we do, they
score. We have to have a defence-first mentality and try and limit their
big guys."

When asked about where he would place Brady Tkahuck in the
conversation of the best players in the NHL, Senators head coach D.J.
Smith discusses the unique skillset that Tkachuk has, and projects that
the 21-year-old will be considered among the league's best players in a
couple years.

Smith didn't name a starter in his media session. Anton Forsberg and
Filip Gustavsson both skated this morning alongside injured goalies Matt
Murray and Marcus Högberg. Forsberg was the first off the ice, which is
usually the starter's routine. The 22-year-old Gustavsson got the win last
night.

The Leafs did their annual hospital visit via Zoom recently as players
chatted with more than 100 patients at the Holland Bloorview Kids
Rehabilitation Hospital.

"As the season has worn on, they've gotten a lot more comfortable with
how it is they want to play and need to play," Keefe said of the Senators.
"When they've gotten saves and got in games and hung around, they're
either winning games or an extremely difficult team to beat."
Leafs Ice Chips: Tkachuk, Sens 'have our full attention'
The Senators have played the Leafs tough this season, with the two
teams splitting their six previous games. And one of the young Sens who
has really taken to this Battle of Ontario rivalry is Brady Tkachuk. Mark
Masters has more.
There was a lot of mutual admiration on both sides this morning. Asked
about 21-goal man Auston Matthews, Smith used the opportunity to turn
the spotlight on another member of Toronto's top line.
"One of the guys that is not talked about probably nearly as much is
Mitch Marner," said Smith, who served as an assistant coach in Toronto
from 2015 to 2019. "Everyone talks about Matty and he's a great player,
but you can't get the puck off Mitch either and the pair of them together
are lethal. You got to make them defend and make sure they don't have
the puck."
Smith stressed that it's critical to clog up the neutral zone against Marner,
who leads the Leafs with 40 points.
"He's as good a player as there is in the league and sometimes there's
not a lot of talk about him, but anyone who plays with him has good
years," Smith said. "From JvR [James van Riemsdyk] and [Tyler] Bozak
back when I was there to now Matthews. As good as he [Matthews] is, to
have a passer, playmaker, worker like Mitch, makes them a deadly
combo."

During the question-and-answer session, one kid wanted to know who
would win a team Ironman Triathlon and who would finish last.
“I think the person that would come last would be T.J.," said Morgan
Rielly of his defence partner.
"I actually will second that one," Matthews said to laughs.
What's the deal?
"I had a tough skate test at the start of the year," Brodie explained with a
sheepish grin. "First impressions last a while, I guess, around here so I
think that's what it had to do with."
Rielly suggested Zach Hyman and Pierre Engvall would be the leading
contenders to win.
The Senators placed Christian Wolanin on waivers after the defenceman
logged just eight minutes and three seconds in last night's game.
Braydon Coburn will draw in tonight playing his first game since March 4.
"He defends really hard and gives us a fresh guy back there that can help
us keep it out against what we think is one of the [top] offences in
hockey," Smith said.

TSN.CA LOADED: 03.26.2021

1206824

Websites

Kerfoot eager to learn from veteran linemates Spezza, Thornton

Sens' Smith: Marner deserves same praise as Matthews, gives Leafs a
'lethal' duo

By Kristen Shilton

Senators head coach D.J. Smith says although Auston Matthews
deservedly gets talked about the most, Mitch Marner equally deserves
praise for his game and explain how he gives the Leafs a "lethal" duo
who are tough to defend against.

TORONTO — School is now in session for Alex Kerfoot. And the lesson
plan is a dream come true.
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The Maple Leafs’ forward has recently been moved back to centre to
play on a line between veterans Joe Thornton and Jason Spezza. It’s an
assignment the 26-year-old Kerfoot would never have predicted, and he's
determined to be a good student.

Toronto will need energy from all its forward lines in order to get past
Ottawa on Thursday. The Leafs haven’t won consecutive games since a
four-game win streak from Feb. 24 - March 3, and hold just a 3-2-1
record against the Senators this season.

“If I was a kid thinking I'd ever play on a line with Joe Thornton and Jason
Spezza, I don't think I'd have believed myself,” Kerfoot said on Thursday,
ahead of Toronto’s game against Ottawa. “Those are two guys that I
grew up watching, and now I’m just learning from them. Like [when]
Jumbo took both [me and Spezza] and ran us through a couple drills that
I had never really done before. I've never had a line just get together and
do our own little drills, but Jumbo wanted us all to be on the same page
so that when we get into a game, we're comfortable with each other.”

So, regardless of the fact Toronto is atop the North Division and Ottawa
at the bottom, there is no easy path to victory in the nation’s capital.

Kerfoot is unquestionably happy in this new trio. Coach Sheldon Keefe
put them together for the first time last Saturday against Calgary. At the
time, Toronto had lost three straight games and Keefe wanted to give his
lineup a shot in the arm.
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So Keefe moved Wayne Simmonds to play with Auston Matthews and
Mitch Marner, and put Zach Hyman with Pierre Engvall and Ilya
Mikheyev. That left Kerfoot with two players who were well into their pro
careers before he’d finished first grade.
It’s the longevity of his linemates that Kerfoot finds especially inspiring.
Thornton, 41, debuted for the Boston Bruins back in 1997 and Spezza,
37, started with the Ottawa Senators in 2002. Combined, they’ve played
in 2,810 regular-season NHL games, and collected 2,479 points. And yet
their passion for hockey, and continuing to excel at a high level, is
unmatched.
“You see Jumbo, he doesn't take any days off,” Kerfoot said. “Same with
Spezz. They're always in the gym, trying to do something to get a little bit
better on the ice. They're always staying after, working on things.”
And in Kerfoot the old guard has an eager pupil. Neither Spezza or
Thornton is the sort to sit down and give a lecture, but Kerfoot closely
watches how they go about their business.
“With their habits, it's no accident they've been so successful, and they've
been able to play for so long,” Kerfoot said. “I’ve learned a lot from them
off the ice, and then playing with them on the ice. They like to be
consistent, they like to play the same type of way, and they want you to
know where they're going to be at on the ice. I’ve learned some of their
tendencies, where to be looking for them, and how to read and react
away from them.”

“They're playing well,” Kerfoot said of the Senators and their current twogame winning streak. “We know that, and they've played us really hard
throughout this year. They've got our full attention. We know we have to
be at our best to beat them tonight.”
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Watts eyeing Team Canada camp after NCAA title with Wisconsin

By Frank Seravalli

The euphoria has not subsided in the five days since Toronto native
Daryl Watts channeled her inner “Kobe!” by banking in the overtime
winner that delivered a sixth national championship to her Wisconsin
Badgers.
“We’ve been enjoying it, spending time together and doing college
things,” Watts said from Madison. “It’s been awesome. Easily the best
week of my life.”
It might get even better.
Watts is a finalist for the 2021 Patty Kazmaier Memorial Award,
presented to the most outstanding women’s college hockey player, which
will be unveiled on Saturday night live on NHL Network.
With fellow Badger and Montreal Canadiens blue-chipper Cole Caufield
the front-runner for the Hobey Baker Award, Wisconsin could become the
first school ever to have the top players on both the men’s and women’s
side on campus at the same time.

That’s particularly helpful in the defensive zone. Kerfoot said that since
all three skaters have experience at centre and on the wing, it’s easier to
play off one another and establish positioning.

Watts is gunning for her second Kazmaier, which would make her just
the second player to win the award twice, joining Winnipeg native and
former Harvard star Jennifer Botterill. Watts captured the Kazmaier in
2018 after bursting onto the NCAA scene at Boston College.

On the offensive side, their line was able to generate the game’s opening
goal in Toronto’s 2-0 win Saturday over the Flames, a Spezza strike
aided by Jake Muzzin’s work holding the puck in at the point.

Over her four years in school – she transferred to Wisconsin after her
junior season – Watts led the nation in points per game three times.

Spezza would be the only one from his line on the scoresheet that night,
but Keefe saw plenty of positives that supported his instinct to try them
together.
“In terms of the intelligence that those [veteran] guys have, the
experience they have to go with, and the speed and the legs and the
defensive abilities that Kerf brings to that line, there’s a lot of really good
things there,” Keefe said. “I've really liked the way that Joe and Spezza
communicate and talk and how they want to succeed together. Having
two guys that I'm sure have a great admiration for each other and their
careers playing together, you can see that excitement around it.”
According to Kerfoot, there’s practically no end to the conversation with
Thornton and Spezza.
“There's no second-guessing anything with them,” Kerfoot said. “Every
time you get back to the bench, if you're in the locker room, they're
always talking. They know what they want out of you, they let you know
right away. When you play on their line, you have fun, you want to play
well for them and for yourself.”

Now the pride of Toronto’s Kingsway neighbourhood and Bishop
Strachan School has her sights set on Team Canada.
Watts, 21, will return home next week to quarantine for two weeks before
heading to Halifax on April 14 for Team Canada’s national women’s team
selection camp. She is one of 10 college hopefuls among 47 total camp
participants vying for 23 roster spots.
Anyone making this spring’s world championship roster will have a leg up
for the squad that goes to China eight months later for the 2022 Winter
Olympics in Beijing.
And Watts is right in the mix.
“We’ve had our eye on Daryl for a while, she has been in our program for
years,” said Gina Kingsbury, the director of Canada’s women’s national
team. “This wasn’t just one great weekend for Daryl. She’s had a very
substantial college career.
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“I’m cautiously optimistic because it is a different pace at a higher level,
but we’re excited to see where she stacks up best-on-best with some of
the best players in the world.”
On the one hand, Watts may have a leg up on some of her competition
coming off a 21-game collegiate season. Competitive play has been
sporadic for veterans between the PWHPA’s successful Dream Gap Tour
stops and the NWHL’s Isobel Cup playoffs.
But with a two-week federally mandated quarantine and then another
week quarantine on tap once she arrives in Halifax, that will be three
weeks off the ice.
“It is unfortunate, because hockey is one of those sports that you lose a
lot of momentum when you’re not on the ice,” Watts said. “But everyone
is dealing with that. I was talking with my coach, Mark Johnson, and I’m
just staying focused. I’m looking forward to playing free, playing with
confidence.
“I’m more mature now, more confident now. I’m excited to see some of
my really great friends [on Team Canada] and just do my best. I know
what I can do when I play to my abilities.”
Kingsbury acknowledged Team Canada is a “tough roster to crack.” The
average age of the 35 players who took part in Team Canada’s March
training camp in Halifax was 27.5 years old. They are professional
players who train on another level.
But there is a potential opening if Watts – or another player – can open
the eyes of the Canadian brass.
“I could say that we have no spots open, but I think you always have
movement,” Kingsbury said. “It all depends on what we see. We are open
and willing to make changes.
“We haven’t won in several years and I’m not denying that. We need to
start winning and it’s about making sure the pieces fit together, not
necessarily about having the most talented team.”
Kingsbury and her staff have been online scouting, devouring video to try
and see as much as they can. But she won’t know until everyone gets on
the ice in mid-April.
If Watts doesn’t fit into the mix this year, Kingsbury is hoping she can
stick with it to potentially be part of the next four-year Olympic cycle.
Watts says she plans to return to Wisconsin for her fifth season of NCAA
eligibility, afforded to all athletes as a result of the pandemic, where the
Canadian reigns as queen of the college hockey world.
“It’s very exciting for sure to try and live out every little girl’s hockey
dream and play for your country,” Watts said. “But my time at Wisconsin
has been awesome.”
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The NHL rule book seems headed for a reckoning

By Travis Yost

On Wednesday, NHL vice-president of hockey operations Colin
Campbell ended the career of referee Tim Peel months before his
scheduled retirement.
During what would prove to be Peel’s final game, he was caught on a hot
mic discussing a planned penalty call against the Nashville Predators.

An embarrassing moment for the league and for Peel, unquestionably.
The veteran official was caught saying the quiet part out loud, and the
league is understandably concerned about the perception of fairness and
integrity within the sport. Doubly so considering recent ventures into the
world of sports betting.
But the aftermath of Peel’s removal may end up being the bigger issue
for the league. There are two important pieces to this discussion – the
first being how “fairness in officiating” is adjudicated, and the second
being what the league envisions from its officiating teams.
On the first point, let’s be perfectly clear: NHL officiating in the modern
era is set up to balance penalty calls. The moment you go down that path
is the moment you start to lose integrity in the rule book.
Balancing entertainment and game flow with good-faith officiating is a
battle I think everyone is sympathetic to, but it is obviously paradoxical
for the league to have a formalized rule book that is only intermittently
enforced.
There are plenty of ways to illustrate this. We can start with a very simple
example – consider the first two penalties called in every regular-season
game this season, non-offsetting, and the order in which they were
called.
Broadly, you would expect a team to have reasonably similar odds at
drawing a penalty as taking one over many iterations. But the first penalty
of the game frequently dictates who gets the second penalty of the game:
It matters not whether a team is home or away. If your team drew the first
penalty, you have a greater than 60 per cent chance at taking the second
penalty, creating immediate balancing. If your team took the first penalty,
you have a less than 40 per cent chance at drawing the second penalty.
This is not a sampling of data from 10 or 20 years ago – we are talking
exclusively about the 2020-21 season in this data set.
What becomes apparent very quickly is that the theme of NHL officiating
is to balance out penalty calls. Michael Lopez, who has done
extraordinary work in this area over the years, showed an important
secondary effect. In the event officials have to make consecutive calls
against the same team, the incentive to find a corresponding neutralizing
penalty increases:
Game management through balanced penalty calls is not theory, it is
fact. Previous calls bias what the next call will be, and there is a
compounding effect as penalties accumulate on one of the two teams.
That brings us to the second, and perhaps more important question.
Should we care, and did Peel really do anything wrong?
TSN Hockey analyst Mike Johnson and TSN Hockey Insider Frank
Seravalli join James Duthie to discuss the Tim Peel incident, and whether
or not this should be the starting point for a greater conversation about
how NHL games are being refereed.
This is not a situation of league officials going rogue and merely trying to
make their job easier – in fact, I have no doubt that everyone involved is
trying to strike the right balance on this issue.
The reality is this type of game management strategy is tacitly accepted
by the league. TSN’s Bob McKenzie pointed out that Peel was not fired,
will still continue to be paid, and that the NHL may not have an appetite
for changing policy on how games are officiated.
Following onto that, TSN Hockey Insider Darren Dreger noted that the
caretakers of the sport are reticent to marginalize officiating judgment as
a factor in the sport, a bearish signal for something like increased video
review.
To that end, it’s impossible to be frustrated with Peel – the only
differentiating factor between Peel and his officiating colleagues is that
his comments went public, and the league had to react. But absent Peel
no longer working games, what really will change?
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It seems to me that game management through officiating is here to stay
in the NHL, for better or worse. There are no doubt benefits to this type of
approach – game flow may improve, and plausibly empty arguments
about officiating bias are reduced.
But it’s not without cost. The NHL rule book almost feels mythological at
this point – a general guide to what constitutes a penalty, but not one
seriously employed in practice. And because of that, the integrity of the
rule book comes under fire, and so too do the officials in their futile
attempts to enforce the rules on the ice.
This is a highly complex problem for the league, one that will invariably
rise again to the Board of Governors level. Maybe the answer will still be
that implied fairness is the single most important factor to maintain. It’s
unfortunately coming at the cost of the rule book itself, which seems
headed for a reckoning.
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