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Buffalo Sabres trade former Hurricanes captain Eric Staal
By Justin Pelletier
There will be no Staal family reunion in Raleigh this season.
The Buffalo Sabres traded Eric Staal, the beloved former
Carolina Hurricanes captain and brother of current captain
Jordan Staal, to the Montreal Canadiens on Friday afternoon
for a pair of draft picks, according to multiple reports.
Staal has struggled this season, alongside just about
everyone else on the Buffalo roster. He has three goals and
seven assists in 32 games for the Sabres this season. The
team is currently mired in a 16-game winless streak, and has
been shut out more times than it’s won.
Now 36 years old, Staal played the first 13 seasons of his
pro career with the Hurricanes’ organization (including a year
with the AHL’s Lowell Lock Monsters in the 2004-05 strike

season) after being drafted No. 2 overall out of the
Peterborough Petes of the Ontario Hockey League in 2003.
In each of his seasons in Carolina except his first (31) and
his last (33) in 2015-16, Staal registered at least 40 points for
the Canes. During the Canes’ run to the 2006 Stanley Cup
title, Stall had his best offensive year, putting up 100 points
in the regular season and another 28 in 25 playoff games.
The Canes made Staal the team’s captain in 2010, when he
succeeded current Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour in that
role.
At the trade deadline in 2016, the Hurricanes traded him to
the New York Rangers.
The following season, he signed with the Minnesota Wild,
where he stayed — and thrived — for four years, collecting
111 goals and 129 assists for 240 points in 311 games.

‘The more the merrier.’ Hurricanes to allow more fans at Saturday’s home game
By Chip Alexander
The timing couldn’t be much better, not for the Carolina
Hurricanes.
After two hard-earned road wins over the Columbus Blue
Jackets, the Canes return home Saturday to PNC Arena to
go head-to-head with the Tampa Bay Lightning. There will be
more fans in the arena, more noise, for the matchup between
the two Central Division leaders.
In the past six home games, PNC Arena attendance has
been limited to a little more than 2,900 fans -- albeit a hearty
2,900 -- and the Canes said the fans have been heard, their
presence felt.
“You definitely notice it,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said
on a media call Thursday. “For having such a small amount
of people in the building, it feels like there’s a lot more. I
appreciate the fans that have come and their willingness to
do a little extra knowing that they need to create that energy.
“The more the merrier.”
Gov. Roy Cooper said this week that pandemic restrictions
for indoor arenas were being further eased. While the Canes
have not announced an official figure, it’s believed about
4,500 fans will be allowed Saturday for the Lightning game.
“When they announced that we were going to get 2,900,
everybody was thinking ‘I don’t know how loud it will be,’”
Canes forward Jordan Martinook said Thursday. “Then when
they get in there, it’s incredible how much energy they give
you.
“Hockey’s not the same without fans. The energy and the
flow they provide, I can’t really explain it. When they get

going, you get going. It’s momentum and adrenaline all in
one.”
Cooper’s new executive order said attendance at indoor
arenas could reach 50% of capacity. In the Canes’ case, that
would mean more than 9,000, but safe-distancing
requirements will keep the number lower.
The Canes and PNC Arena have a number of health and
safety guidelines for all events. The NHL required their
arenas to meet certain air-flow and air-quality standards
before allowing fans, and the testing was done at PNC
Arena..
“Most arenas are seeking out the best practices as to what
we ought to do,” said Jeff Merritt, executive director of the
Centennial Authority, the arena landlord. “Air quality is a topline issue for us and we will keep researching it.”
Seating areas at PNC Arena are sanitized with electrostatic
sprayers and EPA-approved disinfectant, and door handles,
railings and countertops are constantly sanitized. There are
40 touchless hand sanitizing stations in the arena.
Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said he
talked with Gov. Cooper when fans were first allowed in.
“I said to him, ‘Let us prove to you we can do it the right way
and do it correctly,’ and I think everything has gone smoothly
so far,” Waddell said in a recent interview.
The Canes first had fans at the March 4 game against Detroit
and have scattered the fans throughout the arena, which
seats 18,680 for hockey. If 4,500 do attend Saturday’s game,
it would be one of the largest attendance figures in the NHL
during the pandemic -- Columbus announced 4,033 for the
game Thursday at Nationwide Arena.
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“Hopefully we can keep building on that because we’ve got
an exciting team to watch,” Brind’Amour said. “If we can get
the fans in there, I think that only will help us.”
The Canes are three points behind Lightning
The Canes (22-7-3) tightened the Central Division standings
with their victory and some help from Dallas, which beat the
Lightning (24-7-2). Ditto the Chicago Blackhawks, who shut
out the third-place Florida Panthers 3-0.
Tampa Bay, the 2020 Stanley Cup champion, continues to
lead the division -- and the NHL -- with 50 points. The Canes
have 47 points and the Panthers 44, and the Canes have
one game-in-hand on both.

and then 4-3 in overtime Thursday on a Sebastian Aho goal,
and with rookie goalie Alex Nedeljkovic in net for both.
The Canes did not practice Friday. It was expected
Brind’Amour would go back to goalie James Reimer against
the Lightning, although he could stick with Nedeljkovic again.
Goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy had a 12-game winning streak end
Thursday in Tampa Bay’s 4-3 loss to the Stars.
Carolina Hurricanes vs Tampa Bay Lightning
When: Saturday, 7 p.m.
Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh
Watch: FSCR

In their four-game set with Columbus, the Canes lost the first
two at home, in overtime and then a shootout. They then
faced two on the road against the Blue Jackets but won 3-0

The Hurricanes and the NHL Trade Deadline: How busy will they be?
By Chip Alexander
The Carolina Hurricanes have been winning. A lot.
They could be a Stanley Cup contender, though there’s still a
lot of work to be done and games to be won.
The Canes have put together a 22-7-3 record with goalie
Petr Mrazek missing nearly all of the season, forward Teuvo
Teravainen missing a big chunk of it and center Vincent
Trocheck recently out with an injury.
“We know to take that next step, we’re going to need all
these guys back and playing at the level needed and
expected of them,” Don Waddell, the Canes’ president and
general manager, said in a recent interview with the News &
Observer.
What to do at the NHL’s April 12 trade deadline?
The Canes could look to add some depth — many teams do
that if they believe they can make a deep playoff run. But this
season, with all the challenges of the pandemic, has created
new and different challenges, and severe financial strains
that have assured the NHL salary cap isn’t moving higher.
“There are a lot of things that will probably keep it from being
a crazy day, but there are a bunch of teams that have a
chance to win the Stanley Cup this year and they’ll be trying
to do things to help their teams be successful,” E.J. Hradek,
senior reporter for the NHL Network, said Friday in an N&O
interview. “With that said, I expect there to be movement, but
I don’t expect there to be 33 trades or anything.”
Waddell said he has spent some time talking with other
general managers. “You’re always actively looking for
players but ...” he said.
The salary cap will be staying flat next season. The Canes
must arrange new contracts for defenseman Dougie
Hamilton, who is due to become an unrestricted free agent,
and forward Andrei Svechnikov, who turned 21 on Friday
and comes off his entry-level contract this season.
While contract talks with the players will be prolonged,
Waddell is closer to signing coach Rod Brind’Amour to a new

deal and bring his salary more in line with other NHL head
coaches.
“It’s not a concern,” Waddell said of the talks. “Rod wants to
coach hockey. It’s been a busy time. It’s a matter of time
before it’s all worked out.”
Brind’Amour, in talking about the team makeup, has said he
likes its chemistry this season, saying a “winning element” is
always “when guys play hard for each other.” The Canes
have done that this season, he said, and have been winning
at times — Thursday at Columbus, the most recent example
— when not playing at their best.
“For sure there’s always another level we’re trying to get to
and we’re striving for that,” he said recently.
Who’s on the radar?
Waddell has mentioned looking to possibly add a right-shot
defenseman. One intriguing name that surfaced was Slava
Voynov, who won two Stanley Cups with the Los Angeles
Kings when Justin Williams was a teammate.
Voynov, a right-shot defenseman, has not played in the NHL
since being suspended by the league in October 2014
following his arrest for domestic violence charges involving
his wife. The Russian later pleaded no contest to a charge
and was sentenced to 90 days in jail and three years
probation, leaving in 2015 to play in Russia’s KHL.
Waddell said Voynov was, indeed, discussed and Williams,
now an advisor to Waddell, weighed in during the discussion.
“We passed on it,” Waddell said.
A name that intrigued some Canes fans was Eric Staal. The
center helped the Canes win the Stanley Cup in 2006 and
later succeeded Brind’Amour as team captain. His brother,
Jordan, is the Canes’ captain now. But the Eric Staal
speculation, whether baseless or not, ended Friday when the
Sabres traded him to the Montreal Canadiens.
But Waddell has several options. With three goalies soon to
be on the active roster, he might use one as part of a deal.
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Canadian quarantine a factor
It’s a different year and Canada’s 14-day coronavirus
quarantine for those entering the country changed the
equation for the North Division teams looking to make trades.
Canada on Friday reduced the quarantine period to seven
days, buying more time for Canadian teams to consider and
structure moves — in essence, moving back the unofficial
deadline before the official deadline.
“There are some impediments with the flat cap and teams
may not want to take on money, and going across the border
is another impediment,” Hradek said. “It’s always hard to turn
big-ticket items at the deadline. If you’re trying to move a
high-end player I would think you wait until you have 30 other
suitors rather than one or two because of cap issues.”

an eye to the playoffs, traded for defensemen Brady Skjei of
the New York Rangers and Sami Vatanen of the New Jersey
Devils. In a move that took many by surprise, Waddell also
acquired Trocheck from the Florida Panthers.
Hradek said his understanding was the Canes were close to
making a deal to obtain goalie Henrik Lundqvist from the
Rangers last year at the deadline, before the league shut
down during the pandemic. Talk about a shocker.
Hradek, in closing, noted he was talking on March 26 with
the trade deadline still a few weeks away.
“It seems like it’s right around the corner, which is true
because it is April 12,” he said. “But the picture could change
dramatically from today to, say, April 10. That will impact
things, as well, as far as how teams see themselves.”

The Canes were busy at the deadline last year. With
Hamilton and defenseman Brett Pesce injured, Waddell, with

Recreating two of Steve Yzerman’s best Lightning trades for the 2021 Red Wings
By Max Bultman
As the Red Wings stumbled to a 7-1 loss versus the
Predators on Thursday night, the agony of Detroit’s rebuild
once again bubbled over.
Jeff Blashill called it “totally unacceptable” after the game,
and, somewhere, Steve Yzerman presumably wasn’t much
happier. When he took over as Red Wings general manager
in 2019, he left the soon-to-be Stanley Cup champion he
helped build in Tampa to dive headfirst into a much longer,
more arduous process in Detroit.
Unsurprisingly, the way he built the Lightning has become a
primary source of hope for what could someday happen in
Detroit. Enough patience, and maybe the same kind of
powerhouse could someday emerge at Little Caesars Arena.
That’s the mantra to get through nights like Thursday, at
least.
But while the Lightning had to exercise patience in becoming
the juggernaut they are today, Yzerman also showed some
aggressiveness in Tampa, too. He drafted many of the
Lightning’s core players, but he was also a willing trader in
his years there. Often successfully.
Some of those trades came once the Lightning were in fullon contention mode (hello, Ryan McDonagh) — the kind of
deals the Red Wings just aren’t in position to make yet. But
others were simply outside-the-box moves that paid off down
the line, in one way or another. The kind of deal he might
need to make in Detroit before too long.
So, as an antidote to Thursday’s misery, how about this:
We’ll take two of Yzerman’s best trades in Tampa Bay, and
find a 2021 Red Wings analogue. They won’t be perfect, and
they might not even work, logically, for various reasons. But
we’ll break down the reasoning for, and against, as we go.

(And before you ask: no, there’s no analogue for the 2012
three-team deal involving Steve Downie, Kyle Quincey and
the first-round pick that landed the Lightning Andrei
Vasilevskiy here. But if you’ve got one, feel free to leave it in
the comments.)
Trade No. 1: The Lightning trade Cory Conacher to Ottawa
for Ben Bishop, 2013
The 2021 equivalent: Robby Fabbri to Florida for Chris
Driedger (with a contract extension)
Why it makes sense: The Red Wings need a goalie of the
future, and the Panthers have an increasingly deep pipeline
in net.
And the Lightning’s Bishop trade, in 2013, is the platonic
ideal of flipping a young skater for a budding No. 1 in goal.
In 2013, Conacher was a 23-year-old rookie off to a strong
start with the Lightning. He had 24 points in 35 games (0.69
per game) after lighting up the NCAA and AHL in prior
seasons. Bishop was 26, but still early into his own NHL
career — in 36 games between St. Louis and Ottawa, he had
posted a .911 save percentage, including .922 in that 201213 season. But on a team with steady veteran Craig
Anderson as the starter and the young Robin Lehner
bursting onto the scene, Ottawa decided to move him.
Bishop, of course, had two top-three Vezina finishes in the
next three seasons for the Lightning, turning in a stellar .921
save percentage in 227 games before Tampa Bay traded
him in 2017 for a package that included Erik Cernak. It’s a
nice trade tree for Yzerman, at every level.
But the focus should be on what Bishop did in Tampa Bay —
he became a legitimate (and dominant) No. 1 goaltender.
The Red Wings desperately need one of those.
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It’s not at all clear whether Driedger, who at age 26 has a
.928 career save percentage in 29 games, can approach
those heights. It’s not even clear what it would take for
Florida to move him, considering he’s been by far their best
netminder this season and the Panthers are in a playoff hunt.
But he’s a pending unrestricted free agent (UFA), and Florida
has a $10 million starter in Sergei Bobrovsky, plus top goalie
prospect Spencer Knight dominating at Boston College.
That Bobrovsky contract isn’t going anywhere, so extending
Driedger would only further block Knight’s path. It’s also
worth noting Driedger is still on The Athletic’s trade deadline
big board, albeit after moving down in the latest edition.
Fabbri, meanwhile, has one more year left before
unrestricted free agency, and has proven a consistent ability
to score since the Red Wings added him last season, with 47
points in 77 games (0.61 per game). At 25, he’s a bit older
and more experienced than Conacher was. He has an injury
history, but he’s been healthy in Detroit and also has real
pedigree as a former first-round pick.
He’s Detroit’s leading goal scorer this season, and moving
him would hurt the offense-starved Red Wings. But you have
to give to get, and Fabbri could bolster the Panthers
offensively as they look to keep pace with Tampa Bay and
Carolina in the Central Division playoffs.
Because Driedger is a pending UFA, this would make sense
for Detroit only if it involved a quickly arranged extension, a
la Mark Stone with the Golden Knights. But this approach
would allow the Red Wings to avoid swinging and missing on
an intriguing young goalie in free agency, and give
themselves a legit starter with upside going forward.
Why it doesn’t work: Two massive reasons.
First, Driedger really has been the Panthers’ best goalie this
season. Entering Thursday night, his save percentage was
.923 compared to .903 for Bobrovsky in a relatively similar
workload. Bobrovsky has the big-ticket contract and the
Vezina Trophies on his mantle, but Driedger has been the
better performer this season. In a playoff hunt, can Florida
really afford to trade that away, even with the Knight
considerations looming? Logic says they shouldn’t.
Second, there’s Driedger’s free agency. Yes, in this
hypothetical, Detroit would get to work on an extension
immediately after the trade. But even though Fabbri has only
one more year on his contract, he’s still a good, young player
to give up for a netminder who could hit the open market in a
matter of months. Especially because Detroit has nothing
meaningful invested in this season. The savvier move is
probably to simply wait for the chance to pitch Driedger on
the open market.
And that’s to say nothing about the possibility of simply
extending Jonathan Bernier, who isn’t young at 32 but should
have good years left in him after being the Red Wings’ rock
for two seasons now. His age holds him back from any
“goalie of the future” tags, but in the shorter-term future, his
play has been more than worthy of an extension, and the
starter’s net, going forward.
See also: Elvis Merzlikins or Joonas Korpisalo

The other team with a crowded net is in Columbus, where
the Blue Jackets have two soon-to-be-27-year-old
netminders with one year left on each of their contracts after
this season. Both have shown starter ability in their young
careers, and though the price tag could be a bit higher,
they’re an obvious place to check in for any team that needs
goaltending.
Trade No. 2: The Lightning trade Jonathan Drouin to
Montreal for Mikhail Sergachev, 2017
The 2021 equivalent: Tyler Bertuzzi to Carolina for Jake
Bean
Why it makes sense: It’s a true hockey trade.
When Yzerman traded Drouin, a former third-overall pick, for
Sergachev, he turned a high-scoring young forward into a
reliable young two-way defenseman.
Yzerman has invested significant draft capital into rebuilding
the Red Wings’ blue line since taking over as GM. He’s used
the 2019 sixth-overall pick, three second-round picks and
two third-rounders on defensemen, just in the course of two
drafts.
Bean would be a little different, though. He’s a former firstround pick who, in Carolina, has been buried behind one of
the NHL’s deepest blue lines. At 22, he’s finally broken
through to average 14 minutes per game, notching 11 points
in 22 games. But if the Hurricanes decide to trade from their
blue-line riches to get stronger up front, Bean’s performance
this season, combined with his pedigree, makes him an
intriguing candidate. For Detroit, Bean would help bolster the
blue line of the future with a young, NHL-ready player with
upside still to reach.
Bertuzzi, meanwhile, is built for the playoffs. But Detroit
might not be there again for a while. And right now, Bertuzzi
is in his prime, he scores, he gets to the hardest areas of the
ice and he competes the way postseason hockey demands.
After going to arbitration with the Red Wings last offseason,
though, who knows what the future holds when he becomes
a restricted free agent (RFA) again this summer?
Bertuzzi is injured and hasn’t played in nearly two months.
That’s one giant complication and an obvious reason this
one wouldn’t work at the moment. But it’s also the kind of
deal that could work in the summer. There’s merit to different
variations of this deal with Detroit’s other young forwards,
too.
Why it doesn’t work: Because neither team really has to do
anything with either player. They’re both young, with long
careers ahead of them, and both will merely be RFAs this
summer.
For Carolina, one motivator in any deal involving a
defenseman could be the looming expansion draft. The
Hurricanes are very deep on defense. Jaccob Slavin and
Brett Pesce are the locks to be protected, leaving
(presumably) only one spot for Bean or top defenseman
Dougie Hamilton, a pending UFA. But really, Carolina can
manage that fairly easily if it waits until after the expansion
draft to sign Hamilton. That does risk getting too close to free
agency, when Hamilton could test the market, but if it allows
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the Hurricanes to protect Bean, it could be well worth that
risk.

heart-and-soul guy and one of the true success stories of the
past few seasons.

And for Detroit, while Bean would be the right kind of player
to target in any trade as a young addition to the blue line with
upside, Bertuzzi is already a big part of the Red Wings’ core.
Those RFA negotiations loom, but at 26, Bertuzzi is still
young enough to be a key player when the Red Wings start
to turn the corner, when he could be a valuable, productive
veteran. He’d also be a painful player for Detroit to lose, as a

Ultimately, the Bishop and Sergachev deals are two of
Yzerman’s most successful trades with the Lightning. And if
he could bottle them, he surely would. But neither happened
because he was forcing a deal just for the sake of making
one.
And while there’s a poetic appeal in trying to recreate similar
moves in Detroit, he’ll most likely need to get creative from
the drawing board, instead.

NHL power rankings: The collapse of the Flyers and the legend of Mark Donk
By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille
As of last week, The Athletic has weekly NHL power
rankings. Yes, it happened. Calm down. We’re back with
another installment this week, and we’ll be back every week
until we’re old and grey and tired of ranking teams every
week. For Sean – who called himself a millennial yesterday –
that might be in a month or so. (Sean Gentille was born in
1986. It’s simple math. Millennials are old now.)
From last week, here are the basic ground rules.
• The methodology here is as simple as it gets. We each
rank the teams, from 1-31, then take the average, and voila.
(Dom made a dedicated spreadsheet for this because of
course he did.) It’s not going to be based solely on past
performance, current hot streaks or future potential.
Numbers will figure into it prominently, but if you want statmodel stuff, we’ve got you covered elsewhere. This is
something different.
• From there, we’ll choose 10 or so teams to go back-andforth on; that might be because we disagree on the
placement. It might be because we each have something
meaningful to say. It might be because we each want to
make jokes about the teams, or each other. We’ll see.
• We want this to be fun, and we’re not locked into a format
beyond going from No. 1 to No. 31. Some rankings might
have themes. Some of those themes might be unexpected. If
you have ideas — or just suggestions on how to make this a
destination for you, each Friday — we’d love to hear them.
You’re why we’re doing this in the first place.
• If two teams are tied, the team with the most wins gets the
nod.
Sometimes we might add new rules as we see fit. For
example, we added a new tie-breaker rule above because
ties are stupid and don’t belong in this sport. The tie-breaker
will change every week; this week we’ll do something boring
like “most wins” but perhaps another time it will be something
stupid like, “team most likely to win a hot dog eating contest.”
Just spitballing here.

Dom rank: 2
Sean rank: 1
Dom: Tampa Bay stays in the top spot, and that’s only
because of our tie-breaker being “wins” or whatever. We split
this decision with Sean staying vigilant on the Lightning
wagon.
Sean: Hoo buddy, I was close. You and Roope Hintz almost
convinced me to drop the best team in hockey out of first
place on our second try at … whatever this is. I just can’t
look at their season-long run, though, or ignore the looming
spectre of Nikita Kucherov, and not think “this is still the team
I’d pick to win a title, right now.” Isn’t that the point? Isn’t that
the rubric? It certainly is for me, a man of unimpeachable
integrity. We’ll talk about the Avs’ insane run in a second.
They also don’t have an MVP in their hip pocket or Andrei
Vasilevskiy. Gimme Tampa, today and tomorrow.
Dom: Right now, the Lightning don’t have Kucherov, so right
now I have to take the next team who is as close to a fully
healthy Lightning team as you can get.
2. Colorado Avalanche
Last week: 2
Record: 21-8-3, 45 points
Dom rank: 1
Sean rank: 2
Sean: A really cheap, easy way to start these out is by taking
something you wrote and referencing it myself. Colorado
rattled off seven straight games of 65 percent expected goals
or higher. Good lord. I’d have had them at No. 2 last week if
whatever they did to the Wild happened earlier in the day.
What a treat they are to watch.

1. Tampa Bay Lightning

Dom: The Avalanche made the Wild – a very good team! –
look like the Sabres in two straight games and then followed
that up with an utter beatdown of Vegas. In those three
games, the Avalanche outscored the next two best teams in
the division by a ridiculous margin of 16-2, earning a 71
percent expected goals rate at five-on-five. I haven’t seen a
team control the puck this much for this long of a stretch in a
long, long time. To do what they did against Minnesota and
Vegas, two teams who usually control play to an elite
degree, is absurd.

Last week: 1
Record: 24-7-2, 50 points

And for the record, Nathan MacKinnon deserves A Lot more
Hart Trophy love than he’s getting this season. His average

And with that, up, up, and away.
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Game Score of 1.97 is second to only Connor McDavid’s
2.01, and he doesn’t play in the fraud North Division.
3. Toronto Maple Leafs
Last week: 4
Record: 21-10-2, 44 points
Dom rank: 3
Sean rank: 4
It’d be boring to talk about how good the Leafs are at 5v5
every week, much as everyone would enjoy that, so let’s
zero in on one thrilling matchup from their 3-2 win Thursday
over the Senators: Jack Campbell the puck-handler vs. Jack
Campbell the goalie. He left the crease and spotted Ottawa a
pair of goals, but looked great otherwise. Might’ve been the
best goalie and forward on the ice. We’ll steal something
from Mirtle: Campbell, great as he’s been with Toronto, is
also seventh in save percentage since 2017-18 among
goalies with at least 50 starts (.919). Let him cook.
4. Carolina Hurricanes
Last week: 3
Record: 22-7-3, 47 points
Dom rank: 5
Sean rank: 3

Lee and top off a roster that deserves to go for broke, but …
why? He’s a streaky scorer, but so are a lot of guys. No
reason not to have him around, whether he’s scoring in
overtime or not. Lots to like.
7. Minnesota Wild
Last week: 6
Record: 21-10-1, 43 points
Dom rank: 8
Sean rank: 6
Dom: I’m not mad, I’m just disappointed. I love the Wild,
everyone knows this, but those two losses to the Avalanche
were hard to stomach. And while it’s hilarious that they only
needed 11 shots to beat St. Louis, I’d still like to see a bit
more from my favourite team.
Sean: See, dude, that’s the difference between a true Wild
superfan (me) and a fairweather fraud (you). I look at a week
that includes two ass-kickings by the Avs and two uninspiring
wins over the Ducks and not be deterred. If anything, I like
them more now. To me, their flaws are beautiful. I’m very
deep, very complex.
Dom: I just couldn’t resist putting my other favourite team,
the New York Islanders, higher.

So this Alex Nedeljkovic kid… he’s looking like the real deal,
eh? Gotta wonder what Carolina does once Petr Mrazek
comes back because Nedeljkovic is good enough to be The
Guy for them. The Hurricanes keep chugging along despite
missing Teuvo Teravainen and Vincent Trocheck – they’re
going to be very scary when fully healthy.

8. Boston Bruins

5. Vegas Golden Knights

The Bruins were one flubbed shot away from being in the
sixth spot in these rankings as we figured they were close
enough to the Islanders that whoever won on Thursday
would get the coveted “Not Quite Top Five” spot. To be
honest, this ranking is the opposite of recency bias where we
both think highly of what this team could and should be.
Boston hasn’t been that this year, sporting a dead average
actual and expected goals percentage this season.

Last week: 5
Record: 22-8-1, 45 points
Dom rank: 4
Sean rank: 5
There’s a reason we had Vegas fifth last week and again this
week and it was on full display in the team’s Thursday night
game against the high-flying Avalanche. Despite what their
respective records may indicate, those two teams are not
close. Colorado is the league’s best possession team and
gave Vegas a tough lesson, beating them 5-1 and earning 72
percent of the expected goals. The Golden Knights are
improving in that latter regard, sitting at 52 percent at five-onfive going into Thursday night, but the four teams above are
controlling play more. To Vegas’s credit, the team is missing
star defender Alex Pietrangelo, though he alone wouldn’t
have changed much Thursday.
6. New York Islanders
Last week: T-7
Record: 22-8-4, 48 points
Dom rank: 6
Sean rank: 7
Part of the reason we waited until after Thursday’s games to
do all this was to see what happened in Isles-Bruins. To the
victor went the spoils (sixth place in arbitrary rankings by two
random guys). Anthony Beauvillier now has OT winners in
two straight. He’s an easy guy to look at as a potential piece
in their quest for a bigger-name winger to replace Anders

Last week: T-7
Record: 16-8-5, 37 points
Dom rank: 7
Sean rank: 8

9. Washington Capitals
Last week: 10
Record: 21-7-4, 46 points
Dom rank: 9
Sean rank: 10
If we’d have started doing this a week earlier, we’d have had
to explain the Caps’ placement a little more. Now that they’re
coming off their PDO high a bit, we can glance at their 5v5
numbers and move on without getting yelled at all that much.
That being said, they could easily be the top team in the East
a week or two from now.
10. Florida Panthers
Last week: 9
Record: 20-9-4, 44 points
Dom rank: 10
Sean rank: 9
We both dinged them points last week based on the
presence of Sergei Bobrovsky. In a big game against the
Lightning, the Panthers got outplayed at 5v5 — given the
opponent, that’s no surprise — and Bobrovksy didn’t play
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terribly … but he wasn’t great, either (four goals on 23
shots). It’s the sort of thing that’ll probably keep them
hovering in this general vicinity.
11. Pittsburgh Penguins
Last week: 11
Record: 21-11-2, 44 points
Dom rank: 11
Sean rank: 11
In honour of Radim Zohorna (???) scoring a goal Thursday
night, we’ve decided to do something special: power
rankings-ception, a power ranking within a power ranking.
Zohorna, who is a real NHL player and not made up, fits an
extremely long lineage of Penguins players who score goals
and play well in the Crosby/Malkin era despite seeming like
obviously fake players who are definitely made up. The
proper terminology for this type of player is a Mark Donk
and/or a Buzz Flibbet, coined by Twitter user @ATFulemin.

these extremely scientific power rankings. What were you
smoking here?
Sean: My goal is to have the Jets at 12 for the rest of the
season, and I will not be deterred.
Dom: Kind of feels like you did that a lot this week. “Ah,
where did I rank these guys last week? Perfect, same thing,
my work here is done.”
Sean: “Wow, I’m right again.”
14. Montreal Canadiens
Last week: 12
Record: 14-8-9, 37 points
Dom rank: 14
Sean rank: 13

5. Chris Kunitz. Kidding! I’m kidding!

Bit of a good news/bad news situation for the Canadiens;
they won a post-regulation game, which they hadn’t done
since Mike Cammalleri scored a shootout goal in 2010. (Do
not Google.) It also came in their last chance to fatten up
against the Canucks; they went 6-0-3 against Vancouver.
They’re 8-8-6 against the rest of the North, and that’s all
they’ve got moving forward. Are they good — or are they just
better than the Canucks? Time to make those gaudy 5v5
numbers (59 percent goals for, 55 percent expected goals
for) hold up, assuming they start playing again sometime
soon.

4. Nick Johnson: Possibly fictional. He was big, I think.

15. St. Louis Blues

3. Chris Bourque: Short, fell down a lot. Famous dad.

Last week: 15
Record: 16-12-5, 37 points
Dom rank: 16
Sean rank: 15

Who knows where Zohorna will fit in the long legion of Donks
and Flibbets, but for now here’s Sean’s expert ranking of the
best Mark Donks in the Crosby/Malkin era.
Sean: I didn’t include myself, despite spending three games
on Malkin’s right wing in 2013.

2. Brian Gibbons: Short, fell down a lot. Stuck around for a
bit.
1. Andy Hilbert: As the reason people thought (wrongly) that
Crosby could play next to anyone, Hilbert is the ur-Donk. He
had seven goals in 19 games with Crosby in 2005 and was
never heard from again.
Dom: I have to ask: where is Bryan Rust?

Colton Parayko has been out since February 15. Since then
the Blues are 7-7-3 and have an ugly 46 percent expected
goals rate that’s sixth-worst in the league. The team had a
number of key players out in that span, but he’s a crucial
one. St. Louis isn’t the same without Parayko.

12. Winnipeg Jets

16. New York Rangers

Last week: 13
Record: 20-11-2, 42 points
Dom rank: 13
Sean rank: 12

Last week: 18
Record: 15-13-4, 34 points
Dom rank: 15
Sean rank: 16

We might have gotten the perfect 2021 Jets game this week.
On Wednesday, in the second of two against the Canucks,
Winnipeg was out-attempted 60-38, threw up an expected
goals percentage of 31.9 … and won 5-1. Andrew Copp
scored four times. Sure, dude. Probably the team most likely
to give Dom an aneurysm at some point over the next couple
months. Connor Hellebuyck (59 saves on his last 60 shots) is
on the verge of taking this to DEFCON-1.

Dom: Mika Zibanejad has 12 points in his last two games
against the Flyers and 14 points in his other 29 games this
season.

13. Edmonton Oilers

Dom: The Rangers are tied for 10th in the league with a plus17 goal differential (that’s better than the division-leading
Capitals!) and have somehow lost more games than they’ve
won. That’s the Carter Hart effect.

Last week: 14
Record: 21-13-0, 42 points
Dom rank: 12
Sean rank: 14
Dom: The Oilers played one game this week, and they beat
the Jets in that game – ergo, they should be rated higher in

Sean: He’s got three more games against them, too. ZBAD
might be a PPG guy this season, after all. First guy to have
multiple six-point games in a season since, naturally, Eric
Lindros in 1996-97.

Sean: So strong that it just made me check the Rangers’
schedule to see how tough it’d be for them to catch the
Bruins. We’re … not there yet.
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17. Calgary Flames
Last week: 17
Record: 15-16-3, 33 points
Dom rank: 18
Sean rank: 17
Flames might be done, yeah? They could easily be farther
down the list, especially after the week they just had. Calgary
had a 1-3 road trip, including two straight losses to the
Senators. They’re 2-4-1 against Ottawa this season.
Anecdotally, it seems like the Johnny Gaudreau-Sean
Monahan situation is broken, and Kent Wilson indeed
fleshed it out; those two, in their last 122 games together, are
managing to juuust break even in shot-attempt percentage,
expected goals percentage, high-danger chance percentage
… all while getting tons of o-zone starts against weaker
competition. That isn’t going to work.
18. Chicago Blackhawks
Last week: 18
Record: 16-13-5, 37 points
Dom rank: 19
Sean rank: 18
Two straight victories against the Panthers and the
Blackhawks push themselves back into the playoff hunt.
Nevermind that the team was badly outplayed, being outshot
76-53 combined over the two games because Kevin
Lankinen was there to save the day. That’s been the case all
season for this group, but in this division, it doesn’t really
matter when you only have to be the tallest in a group of five
kindergartners.
19. Dallas Stars
Last week: 20
Record: 11-11-8, 30 points
Dom rank: 17
Sean rank: 20
Dom: Gotta give credit to Dallas for the win Thursday over
the Lightning. For starters, the Stars played very well, outchancing Tampa Bay by a heavy margin, but perhaps more
importantly they scored with 81 seconds left to make sure
the game didn’t go to overtime. They’re 2-8 there!
Sean: The way you phrased that last bit makes me think you
bet on this game. Did you bet on this game?
Dom: I did! On the Lightning! Love that for me. Was really
praying for that overtime which felt like a guaranteed win.
20. Arizona Coyotes
Last week: 21
Record: 14-14-5, 33 points
Dom rank: 21
Sean rank: 21
Last week the only thing we said about the Coyotes was
about their Kachina jerseys. Let’s keep that energy going by
talking about Antti Raanta’s matching pads. Hello *eyes
emoji*. This is an elite set-up.
It’s a shame these pads (and jerseys!) are the only elite
things on this team – although Jakob Chyrchrun could get
there one day. He’s got 22 points in 33 games this year and

is the team’s best play-driver from the backend at five-onfive.
21. Columbus Blue Jackets
Last week: 24
Record: 13-13-8, 34 points
Dom rank: 23
Sean rank: 22
We got some heat in the comments for starting the Blue
Jackets death watch last week, and they did what they could
to prove us wrong. Their playoff chances, even before
getting a point on Thursday, were in double digits. They
managed five overall in four games against the Hurricanes.
Still have zero first-line centers, though.
22. Vancouver Canucks
Last week: 23
Record: 16-18-3, 35 points
Dom rank: 24
Sean rank: 23
The Canucks are 2-2-1 since their owner decided to fire this
tweet off.
That it took Thatcher Demko being the best goalie in the
league over a month span to elevate Vancouver to an 82game pace of 78 points speaks volumes.
23. Nashville Predators
Last week: 26
Record: 16-17-1, 33 points
Dom rank: 22
Sean rank: 27
Sean: Huge win for the Preds this week over Tim Peel. Then
he makes his exit and they hung a touchdown on the Wings.
Causation is, in fact, correlation.
Dom: My ranking is a little high here – and it’s not because of
the two wins over the Red Wings. Early in the year, the
Predators couldn’t buy a save, but when Juuse Saros is on,
he’s on. Since coming back from injury he’s allowed just
three goals in four games, earning three wins thanks to a
.979 save percentage. If he can stay hot, maybe this
Predators team isn’t quite dead yet. Maybe.
24. Los Angeles Kings
Last week: 21
Record: 13-13-6, 32 points
Dom rank: 25
Sean rank: 24
After hitting “hard sell” on the Kings last week, Los Angeles
went 1-3-0. That’s stonks, baby. It’s what happens when
shots stop going in at an insane rate. Before this week the
Kings – a team with one of the worst forward groups in the
league – was scoring on 10.2 percent of their shots, the 12th
best mark in the league. They were second last in 2019-20 at
7.6 percent. This week’s market correction, where they had a
5.6 percent shooting percentage, looks much closer to reality
than whatever they were doing before that.
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25. San Jose Sharks
Last week: 25
Record: 13-14-4, 30 points
Dom rank: 26
Sean rank: 25
The Sharks went 2-1-1 over the last week, sweeping this
week’s series against the mighty Kings. San Jose has one of
the softest schedules in the league down the stretch so it has
some wondering if the Sharks can go on a little run here and
maybe push for a playoff spot. With how bad the team’s
long-term prospects are, should they even want to? All that
likely does is prolong the inevitable and worsen the team’s
draft lottery odds. This team needs blue chip prospects more
than it needs to get swept by the Avalanche or Golden
Knights by an aggregate score of 22-3.
26. New Jersey Devils
Last week: T-28
Record: 12-15-4, 28 points
Dom rank: 27
Sean rank: 26
Not a bad week for the Devils; they got three points in six
games against the Penguins, beat the Flyers (no big deal
there) and hung with the Caps. They’re still too far out to pay
much attention too, though, so let’s do a temp check on P.K.
Subban: He’s been OK over his last 16 games or so, putting
up the best Corsi and expected goals percentage among
Devils defensemen in first-pair minutes. Fire up that trade
board, baby.
27. Ottawa Senators
Last week: T-28
Record: 12-20-4, 28 points
Dom rank: 28
Sean rank: 28
Never forget that the Senators went out and signed Matt
Murray to a $25 million deal over four years and their current
fifth-string goalie who went on waivers 15 times this year
might honestly be better. Or their two AHL goalies. If Eugene
Melnyk is that eager to give out $25 million to someone so
undeserving (and yes, that was plainly obvious at the time), I
will gladly take cheque, cash, Paypal, Bitcoin – whatever
works.
28. Anaheim Ducks
Last week: 26
Record: 9-19-6, 24 points
Dom rank: 29
Sean rank: 29
A bunch of reviews for that “Mighty Ducks” reboot boil down
to “not as depressing as you’d expect.” The same cannot be
said for the actual Ducks. Two tough-luck losses to the Wild
this week, and now they’re right back to hoping someone

trades for Adam Henrique, who’s signed for $6 million a year
until the next “Mighty Ducks” reboot. Opening scene for that
one: Averman visits Gordon Bombay’s grave.
29. Detroit Red Wings
Last week: 30
Record: 10-20-4, 24 points
Dom rank: 30
Sean rank: 30
Just when you might think “hey, the Red Wings might not be
a complete dumpster fire this season” they go out and give
up a first period hat trick (and four-goal game) to someone
called Rocco Grimaldi and lose 7-1 to the Predators. Maybe
it’s because other teams have taken some of the stench off
that the Red Wings badness has flown under the radar, but
Detroit still reeks. Especially with Jonathan “the only Detroit
goalie who can win a game” Bernier currently sidelined.
Thomas “this isn’t Barry Trotz’s defence anymore” Greiss is
2-14-4 this season with an .885 save percentage. Yuck.
30. Buffalo Sabres
Last week: 31
Record: 6-22-4, 16 points
Dom rank: 31
Sean rank: 31
Sean: My friend Greg is a Sabres fan, and he’s making
himself feel better about all this by betting on them to get
shut out every game. He’s up. He’s very sad, but he’s up.
31. That boat
The second biggest disaster of the week is “that boat.” You
know, the one that got stuck in Egypt’s Suez Canal, causing
a massive traffic jam that’s delaying my air fryer package
from being delivered? It’s hard to be a bigger wreck than the
Buffalo Sabres, but That Boat found a way.
Somehow, it’s still not the biggest shipwreck of the week.
32. Philadelphia Flyers
Last week: 16
Record: 15-13-4, 34 points
Dom rank: 32
Sean rank: 32
Dom: It should be very hard to be more embarrassing than
the Sabres, but the Flyers found a way by managing to allow
eight goals in one game and nine goals in another in the
span of eight days. There was a 6-1 loss sprinkled inbetween too. I can’t remember the last time I saw a run of
defence and goaltending this pathetic, but in all likelihood, it
probably also involved the Flyers. That position is cursed in
Philadelphia.
Sean: Did anyone photoshop Gritty on That Boat yet?
Probably. If not, I’m gonna make it into an NFT and get rich
as hell. Thank you, Carter Hart.
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Tweetmail: Can the Canes Make a Deep Playoff Run?
By Michael Smit
Hello and welcome to Tweetmail presented by Segra. This is
a regular feature on Hurricanes.com in which I answer your
Twitter questions, which are mostly about the Carolina
Hurricanes, but sometimes also about travel or television or
life. It's a mailbag of tweets. It's Tweetmail. Maybe you learn
a little something, and maybe we have some fun, too.
Let's get to it.
Do you think there's a legitimate chance of us making the
Stanley Cup with the Lightning at full health? - @NickColella
Yes. I've thought from day one that this team has a chance
to make a run at the Stanley Cup, and now past the halfway
point of the season, I still don't see a reason why it couldn't
happen.
Through 32 games, the Hurricanes have established
themselves as one of the top teams in both the Central
Division and the National Hockey League.
Let's flash back to the storied 2005-06 campaign, which of
course ended in the franchise's first Stanley Cup
championship. Through 32 games, the Canes were 21-9-2
with 44 points. This season, they're 22-7-3 with 47 points.
The Canes own a plus-27 goal differential, which ranks
fourth in the league. They're 10-1-3 at home, one of just two
teams to have lost only once in regulation at home this
season (NYI is 13-1-2).
The Lightning are going to be tough to overtake in the
standings, I think, but the Canes are well within striking
distance at three points back with a game in hand and a
head-to-head match-up on the docket for Saturday. The
Canes are 2-3-0 against the Bolts this season, their two wins
both being shutouts (one in overtime). These last three
games of the season series could play a critical role in which
team finishes where, especially with how tight the race is
likely going to be.
In any case, the Lightning and Canes, in some order, are
likely to finish first and second in the division, meaning they
could potentially meet in the second round of the 2021
Stanley Cup Playoffs. To me, that's the biggest hurdle the
Canes are going to face in the playoffs. I like the Canes
chances against Florida or Columbus or Chicago or Dallas or
Nashville in the first round. If they can then get past the
Lightning (or maybe Tampa Bay loses in the first round),
then it's down to the final four teams in the league.
Whoever comes out of the North Division is going to have
their hands full. Could the Canes have to face Boston for the
third straight year? Potentially. And then there's the West,
where Vegas or Colorado could pose a challenge.

But if the Canes get past Tampa Bay and emerge from the
Central Division, they've got a pretty good shot at capturing
Lord Stanley's Cup.
Do you think when Trocheck and Teravainen return that
Brind'Amour will keep Aho and Necas on the same line still
with how well they've been playing together recently, or
switch it up? - @dilfquackity
This is a good question, one I'm sure head coach Rod
Brind'Amour and his coaching staff are either already kicking
around or will have to kick around in the near future.
From what we've seen in the last few weeks, Sebastian Aho
and Martin Necas are developing a bit of chemistry.
There's this.
And this.
And this!
It makes sense that they're vibing right now. They're both
incredibly skilled and talented players. They're both quick.
They've both got a knack for playmaking and scoring. It's
been a lot of fun to watch.
Even when Vincent Trocheck and/or Teuvo Teravainen are
healthy, I would keep Aho and Necas together if they're still
producing. Why not? Ride that pair while its hot, knowing that
you can always fall back to Aho and Teravainen or Trocheck
and Necas if the lineup needs a shake-up. And who knows by the time Trochcek and/or Teravainen is set to return to the
lineup, maybe the chemistry between Aho and Necas will
have fizzled out …
… but probably not.
With the pending bump in attendance percentage, what
happens to the sponsored seat covers or fan cutouts? @kmcyphert
Gov. Roy Cooper this week loosened restrictions to allow up
to 50% capacity at indoor sporting event venues. For a few
weeks now, the Canes have been hosting fans at 15% of
PNC Arena capacity (nearly 3,000). Though they won't be
able to approach 50% capacity just yet due to other state
and league protocols, they will be able to bring additional
fans back into the building with the hope of continuing to add
more as protocols are adjusted.
Seat tarps, for the most part, will be gone. Just a few will
remain behind the benches. The fan cutouts will be removed,
as well, as seating locations expand to the entire upper level.
There was a tweet about the Canes taking six of eight points
in the series. My question is: Since there were three overtime
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games, wouldn't that be six of 11 possible points? @FV_Yvette

still worth two points, it's just that losses are worth more (a
point) when they happen in overtime or a shootout.

Y'know, this is a very fair question and kind of underscores
how weird it is to allocate three points to some games and
two to all others.

The fix? Make all games worth three points. Three points for
a win in regulation, zero points for a loss in regulation, two
points for an overtime or shootout win and one point for an
overtime or shootout loss - or some combination of that. In
this case, there would have been 12 points up for grabs - no
more, no less - and the Canes would have snagged seven of
them and Columbus, five.

Yvette, you're correct in that there were 11 total points
divvied out in this four-game series - six to the Canes and
five to Columbus. However, the maximum each team could
have obtained is still eight, given that two points is the most a
team can earn in any given game, even if it magically turns
into a three-point game when it goes to overtime; whether a
team wins in regulation, overtime or a shootout, that win is

It makes too much sense!

Preview: Lightning vs. Hurricanes
Central's top two teams meet on Pride Night in Raleigh

The Opposition

By Michael Smith

Last five games: 4-1-0, 8 points
On the road: 11-5-2, 24 points
CAR vs. TB: 2-3-0
Leading scorer: Victor Hedman, 33 points (6g, 27a) in 33
games

The Carolina Hurricanes make a brief return home to host
the Tampa Bay Lightning, a match-up of the top two teams in
the Central Division.
The Match-Up
Tampa Bay Lightning (24-7-2, 50 points) vs. Carolina
Hurricanes (22-7-3, 47 points)
Saturday, March 27, 7 p.m.
Watch: FOX Sports Carolinas, FOX Sports GO
Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes
app
Numbers to Know
13: With an assist on Thursday, Dougie Hamilton extended
his franchise-best point streak by a defenseman to 13 games
(2g, 13a). It's the longest active point streak in the NHL and
tied for the longest point streak by any player in the NHL this
season (Auston Matthews).
27: Since the beginning of March, Sebastian Aho and Martin
Necas have combined for 27 points (13g, 14a), and they
have each factored in on the same goal seven times.

The Lightning sit atop the league standings with 50 points in
33 games (24-7-2), but the Canes trail them by just three
points with a game in hand. The Bolts saw a pair of streaks
end in a 4-3 loss in Dallas on Thursday: the team's fivegame winning streak and goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy's 12game winning streak.
The Last Meeting
The Canes and Lightning faced off four straight times from
Feb. 20-25. The Canes took the first game, a 4-0 shutout win
in Raleigh, before the Bolts answered back to win three
straight, including both games in Tampa. In the most recent
meeting, though Brett Pesce opened the scoring in the game
in the first period, the Lightning responded with three
unanswered goals to win 3-1. Former Hurricane Curtis
McElhinney was the difference with 31 saves in net.
"It's deflating, no question. We were the better team tonight,"
head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "A lot of grade-As, and
we didn't give up much. I was really, really happy.
Unfortunately, that's hockey. You get some bad bounces,
and a couple things don't go your way."
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Reimer enjoying reunion with camp pupil added to Hurricanes taxi squad
Warm credits mentorship for transition from juniors to pro
hockey

Warm's trainer, Adam Francilia, who works privately with a
dozen NHL goalies and the San Jose Sharks.

By Kevin Woodley

The camp is split between professional and junior-age
goalies and designed as a think tank week for the position.
Goalies rotate through multiple coaches with an open
exchange of philosophies and approaches.

The smile that greeted Beck Warm when he went on the ice
for the first time as a member of the Carolina Hurricanes was
comfortingly familiar.
Starting goalie James Reimer was there to greet him, smiling
broadly, just as he had about six years earlier when he met
Warm for the first time at an offseason goaltending camp.
Warm was a 16-year-old with concerns about his goaltending
future after being passed over in the Western Hockey
League draft and allowing eight goals in his one WHL game
with Tri-City as a call-up that season.
Reimer was in his sixth NHL season and had played three
seasons for Red Deer of the WHL. The pair were connected
through the mentorship component of the NET360 goalie
camp, held each August in Kelowna, British Columbia.
"Funny how it all happens," Reimer said this week, smiling at
the memory. "I was fired up when I heard he got called up. I
was playing that night in Detroit, but in the morning skate I
was waiting for him to get on the ice because I was so
excited for him."
It brought back memories of that fateful first meeting for each
player and reflections on the road traveled, especially for
Warm, who was promoted to the Hurricanes taxi squad
March 16, 10 days after signing a two-year, entry-level
contract.
It's been a whirlwind season for the undrafted 21-year-old.
He signed a minor league contract with Chicago of the
American Hockey League on Nov. 17 after negotiations with
other NHL teams did not result in an offer.
Warm went 5-1-0 with a 2.02 goals-against average, a .944
save percentage and one shutout before being recalled by
the Hurricanes with goalie Petr Mrazek (upper body) out
since Jan. 30.
The call-up was exciting enough. Reimer greeting him again
with a smile was priceless.
"It was such a cool moment," Warm said. "The pictures of me
and him when I was 16 to the picture of us a couple days
ago, it kind of hit me like, 'Whoa, that was six years ago and
now we're together here.' It was such a such a cool thing to
see."
The goalie camp that started the relationship was co-founded
by Warm's agent, Ray Petkau of Alpha Hockey Agency, and

The mentorship component brings professional and junior
goalies together. It includes off-ice activities and one session
a week on the ice where they get together to do positionspecific drills prepared and led by NHL goalies.
That interaction made an impact on Warm, who has attended
multiple NET360 camps.
"I just remember it being such a cool experience finding out
the NHL guys were going to be with us and we got to do
drills with them and chat, and being able to talk to guys and
realize you can be in that position one day," Warm said.
"My first year, when Eddie Lack was there, too, I remember
we were doing a drill together and he was just kind of sitting
there talking to me in between reps and he wasn't talking
down to me at all. He was talking to me like an equal and I
just thought that was the coolest thing ever because we were
just two guys talking hockey and he was an NHL goalie and I
was going into my first or second year of midget. That was a
big moment for me."
Warm skated in the junior and college goalie group of the
camp until last August. His junior career ended with the
cancellation of the 2020 WHL season March 20 due to
concerns surrounding the coronavirus. During the offseason
he skated with the pros in a scaled-down version of the
NET360 camp and worked out more regularly with Reimer,
Francilia and other NHL goalies.
The preparations allowed Warm to make a seamless
transition to the AHL, which many goalies say is a bigger
jump than going from the AHL to the NHL.
"I always say you're the sum of your four best friends, so
whoever you surround yourself with, that's who you're going
to become," Warm said. "When you surround yourself with
NHL players, you're going to do everything you can to be
there one day. That's something I've held myself to for the
last little while, just surrounding yourself with the right
people."
Warm's journey is a reminder to NHL goalies like Reimer, an
11-season NHL veteran who turned 33-years-old March 15,
about the impact they can have on others.
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"I don't know what he took from it six years ago, but I know
when I was that age your goal is to make the NHL and you're
just looking for anything, every little tidbit you can get, to give
you an edge," Reimer said. "And we genuinely want success

for the people in our group, so when one guy has success,
you are texting him or we have a group chat, and there's that
feeling of family and so Beck is part of that family now. He
kind of feels like a brother."

Hurricanes could look to trade goalie, GM says: report
Nedeljkovic, Reimer or Mrazek may be dealt to add help at
defenseman, according to Waddell
The Carolina Hurricanes could look to trade one of their
goalies for help in other areas ahead of the NHL Trade
Deadline on April 12, general manager Don Waddell told The
Athletic.
Alex Nedeljkovic and James Reimer have shared the
goaltending since Petr Mrazek had surgery to repair a
broken right thumb Feb. 3. Mrazek has been practicing with
the Hurricanes and could be near a return.
"We don't have a lot of [NHL salary] cap space," Waddell
said in remarks published Friday. "If we're going to do
something at the trade deadline, maybe one of the chips is
one of our goalies. I can't say which one. It depends."
Nedeljkovic is 8-2-2 with a 2.05 goals-against average, .929
save percentage and two shutouts in 12 starts. Reimer is 124-1 with a 2.68 GAA and .909 save percentage in 17 games
(16 starts). Mrazek played four games before his injury Jan.
30 and had an 0.99 GAA, .955 save percentage and two
shutouts.
Waddell said he would not be opposed to keeping three
goalies heading into the Stanley Cup Playoffs.
"I think as you look at the way the schedule is and, hopefully
going deep in the playoffs, you'd think you'd want to have

three goalies," Waddell said. "So I think this is a good
problem to have, and we'll find a way to keep three goalies
on the roster if we need to."
If the Hurricanes do trade one of their goalies, it could be for
a right-shot defenseman.
"We like our defense, but you know, after you get through
our first two sets of pairs, we've got three lefties there,"
Waddell said. "They all play well, but they all would be better
on their natural side. They're all left-hands who would be
better on the left side. … So if we could add a right-handshot defenseman to complement them, I think that would be
good."
Carolina's top four defensemen in average time on ice per
game are Jaccob Slavin (left-shot; 23:04), Brett Pesce (rightshot; 22:44), Dougie Hamilton (right-shot; 22:37) and Brady
Skjei (left-shot; 20:59).
Hurricanes defensemen Haydn Fleury, Jake Bean and Jake
Gardiner each is a left-shot.
The Hurricanes (22-7-3) are 10-1-2 in their past 13 games
and second in the eight-team Discover Central Division,
three points behind the Tampa Bay Lightning, whom they
play at home Saturday (7 p.m. ET; ESPN+, FS-CR, SUN,
NHL.TV). The top four teams will qualify for the playoffs.
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Carolina hosts Tampa Bay after overtime win
Tampa Bay Lightning (24-7-2, first in the Central Division) vs.
Carolina Hurricanes (22-7-3, second in the Central Division)
Raleigh, North Carolina; Saturday, 7 p.m. EDT

Steven Stamkos leads the Lightning with 16 goals and has
31 points. Brayden Point has six goals over the last 10
games for Tampa Bay.

BOTTOM LINE: The Tampa Bay Lightning visit Carolina after
the Hurricanes beat Columbus 4-3 in overtime.

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-1-2, averaging 3.2 goals,
5.8 assists, 3.3 penalties and 6.6 penalty minutes while
giving up 1.9 goals per game with a .932 save percentage.

The Hurricanes are 22-7-3 in division play. Carolina ranks
fifth in the league recording 9.1 points per game, averaging
3.2 goals and 5.8 assists.

Lightning: 7-3-0, averaging 3.6 goals, 6.4 assists, 4.1
penalties and 9.9 penalty minutes while giving up 2.8 goals
per game with an .896 save percentage.

The Lightning are 24-7-2 against the rest of their division.
Tampa Bay ranks second in the Nhl averaging 6.2 assists
per game, led by Victor Hedman with 0.8.

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Teuvo Teravainen: out (concussion),
Jake Gardiner: day to day (back), Petr Mrazek: out (thumb),
Vincent Trocheck: day to day (upper body).

In their last matchup on Feb. 25, Tampa Bay won 3-1.

Lightning: Ryan McDonagh: day to day (lower body), Erik
Cernak: day to day (lower body), Mitchell Stephens: out
(knee).

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes
with 14 goals, adding 17 assists and totaling 31 points.
Dougie Hamilton has 12 points over the last 10 games for
Carolina.
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About Last Night: Necas, Aho, Nedeljkovic lift Hurricanes to overtime win
Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas were at it again in overtime
as Aho scored the goal and Necas got the assist to defeat
the Columbus Blue Jackets head back to Raleigh winners of
two straight after taking six out of a possible eight points from
Columbus in the four-game set.
By Johnathan Kirkland
After surrendering the game-tying goal with 15 seconds
remaining in regulation, the Carolina Hurricanes secured two
points with Sebastian Aho’s overtime winner that was set up
by Martin Necas, who had a phenomenal game with two
points and a highlight reel goal to defeat the Columbus Blue
Jackets 4-3 Thursday. The dynamic duo always seems to
bring the magic together in overtime and Thursday night was
no different.
Alex Nedeljkovic, playing in his first back-to-back in his NHL
career, had another strong night in net and Dougie Hamilton
extended his franchise record by a defenseman points streak
to 13 with an assist on a late, third-period goal by Nino
Niederreiter that gave the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead.
Hamilton is now tied with Toronto’s Auston Matthews for the
longest point streak in the NHL this season. Matthews’ streak
was from Jan. 24- Feb. 20.
Nedeljkovic ran his record to 8-2-2 on the season. His
shutout streak ended at 87 minutes and three seconds after
a Zach Werenski goal with 12:57 remaining in the second
period.
The Hurricanes didn’t play their best hockey on Thursday
night, but it is a sign of a great team when even on nights
they aren’t their best, they can still come away with two
points. After losing the first two games of the four-game
series with the Blue Jackets in overtime at PNC Arena, the
Hurricanes went on the road and secured all four available
points to head home with six out of a possible eight points in
the four games.
“It was a tough game for us overall,” Niederreiter said after
the game. “We didn’t play the way we wanted to play, and
everything was very choppy and took a lot of effort. It wasn’t
very good, but we found a way to win which was huge,” he
added.
Aho also talked about how Nedeljkovic made several key
saves that kept the Hurricanes in the game.
“Sometimes when the team isn’t playing that well your goalie
can bail you out and Ned for sure won this one for us,” he
said.
Nedeljkovic made several saves throughout the game that
we can now look back on and say were game saving. It is

becoming a regular thing to say that Nedeljkovic made many
great saves in a game, but tonight was no different.
Each time he is in net, Nedeljkovic makes the decision even
harder for when Petr Mrazek returns from injury. It is a hot
topic for sure, but as each game passes, Nedeljkovic has
proven that he can be a NHL goalie on a night in and night
on basis.
Werenski opened the scoring in the game after a scoreless
first period with a power-play goal on a somewhat
questionable hooking call on Hurricanes defenseman Jake
Bean. Werenski grabbed the rebound off the boards after his
centering pass to Kevin Stenlund missed the mark and
bounced it off of Nedeljkovic to give the Blue Jackets a 1-0
lead.
The Hurricanes didn’t let that deficit last long as Cedric
Pacquette scored his second goal as a Hurricane and third of
the season 46 seconds later. Steven Lorentz kept the puck in
the zone and skated around the back of the net and passed
to Brady Skjei who fired the puck towards the net. It
deflected out to Pacquette, who fired it home.
With 2:44 remaining in the second period, Necas scored his
seventh goal of the season on a wrap around shot on one
knee that will be played in highlight reels for a while. Since
March 1, Necas has tallied 13 points (5 goals).
Cam Atkinson tied the game up in the third period on a shot
from a sharp angle that went past Nedeljkovic. With 4:18 to
play, Jordan Staal won the faceoff in the Blue Jackets zone
and the puck went to Hamilton who then passed to Jaccob
Slavin. Slavin fired a near perfect pass to Niederreiter in front
of the Blue Jackets net and tipped the puck past Joonas
Korpisalo to give the Hurricanes the 3-2 lead.
With 2:29 to play Columbus called their timeout and pulled
Korpisalo for the extra attacker. Warren Foegle had a chance
to seal the game for the Hurricanes after he poked the puck
away from Seth Jones at the Hurricanes blue line and took
aim at the empty net. Jones pestered Foegle just enough
that the puck was wide of the net and the Blue Jackets were
able to regroup with under a minute to play.
Another fortuitous bounce for the Blue Jackets tied the game
with 15 seconds remaining when Oliver Bjorkstrand was able
to get the puck off the back boards and put it in the net after
Atkinson kept it alive.
It was then time for the Necas and Aho show in overtime.
Necas deflected the puck just inside his own zone and at first
glance looked to have a clear breakaway opportunity. But
Werenski was able to get back and deflect Necas’ shot just
enough to disrupt what he wanted to do. Korpisalo couldn’t
secure it though and Necas passed it to a streaking Aho who
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had an empty net in front of him and he put in home for the
two points and a happy group heading back to Raleigh.
It was an effort that lacked in many areas throughout the
night. The Blue Jackets had better jump and the Hurricanes
made a lot of turnovers in the neutral zone that were
uncharacteristic and led to several chances on the other end
by Columbus.

and 47 as they head into Saturday’s home contest against
the division-leading Tampa Bay Lightning, who sit at 50
points after a 4-3 loss to the Dallas Stars on Thursday.
Some say it was a coming out party of Necas, but for those
of us who have followed him the last few years, we know
what he is capable of and it is just that the rest of the hockey
world gets to enjoy it now as well.

But good teams find a way to win and that is what the
Hurricanes did on Thursday night, They earned points 46
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Buffalo Sabres trade former Hurricanes captain Eric Staal

JUSTIN PELLETIER
MARCH 26, 2021 04:41 PM

There will be no Staal family reunion in Raleigh this season.
The Buffalo Sabres traded Eric Staal, the beloved former Carolina
Hurricanes captain and brother of current captain Jordan Staal, to the
Montreal Canadiens on Friday afternoon for a pair of draft picks,
according to multiple reports.
Staal has struggled this season, alongside just about everyone else on
the Buffalo roster. He has three goals and seven assists in 32 games for

the Sabres this season. The team is currently mired in a 16-game
winless streak, and has been shut out more times than it’s won.
Now 36 years old, Staal played the first 13 seasons of his pro career with
the Hurricanes’ organization (including a year with the AHL’s Lowell Lock
Monsters in the 2004-05 strike season) after being drafted No. 2 overall
out of the Peterborough Petes of the Ontario Hockey League in 2003.
In each of his seasons in Carolina except his first (31) and his last (33) in
2015-16, Staal registered at least 40 points for the Canes. During the
Canes’ run to the 2006 Stanley Cup title, Stall had his best offensive
year, putting up 100 points in the regular season and another 28 in 25
playoff games.
The Canes made Staal the team’s captain in 2010, when he succeeded
current Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour in that role.
At the trade deadline in 2016, the Hurricanes traded him to the New York
Rangers.
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The following season, he signed with the Minnesota Wild, where he
stayed — and thrived — for four years, collecting 111 goals and 129
assists for 240 points in 311 games.

“I said to him, ‘Let us prove to you we can do it the right way and do it
correctly,’ and I think everything has gone smoothly so far,” Waddell said
in a recent interview.
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The Canes first had fans at the March 4 game against Detroit and have
scattered the fans throughout the arena, which seats 18,680 for hockey.
If 4,500 do attend Saturday’s game, it would be one of the largest
attendance figures in the NHL during the pandemic -- Columbus
announced 4,033 for the game Thursday at Nationwide Arena.
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‘The more the merrier.’ Hurricanes to allow more fans at Saturday’s
home game

“Hopefully we can keep building on that because we’ve got an exciting
team to watch,” Brind’Amour said. “If we can get the fans in there, I think
that only will help us.”

CHIP ALEXANDER

THE CANES ARE THREE POINTS BEHIND LIGHTNING

MARCH 26, 2021 01:46 PM,

The Canes (22-7-3) tightened the Central Division standings with their
victory and some help from Dallas, which beat the Lightning (24-7-2).
Ditto the Chicago Blackhawks, who shut out the third-place Florida
Panthers 3-0.

The timing couldn’t be much better, not for the Carolina Hurricanes.
After two hard-earned road wins over the Columbus Blue Jackets, the
Canes return home Saturday to PNC Arena to go head-to-head with the
Tampa Bay Lightning. There will be more fans in the arena, more noise,
for the matchup between the two Central Division leaders.
In the past six home games, PNC Arena attendance has been limited to
a little more than 2,900 fans -- albeit a hearty 2,900 -- and the Canes said
the fans have been heard, their presence felt.
“You definitely notice it,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said on a media
call Thursday. “For having such a small amount of people in the building,
it feels like there’s a lot more. I appreciate the fans that have come and
their willingness to do a little extra knowing that they need to create that
energy.

Tampa Bay, the 2020 Stanley Cup champion, continues to lead the
division -- and the NHL -- with 50 points. The Canes have 47 points and
the Panthers 44, and the Canes have one game-in-hand on both.
In their four-game set with Columbus, the Canes lost the first two at
home, in overtime and then a shootout. They then faced two on the road
against the Blue Jackets but won 3-0 and then 4-3 in overtime Thursday
on a Sebastian Aho goal, and with rookie goalie Alex Nedeljkovic in net
for both.
The Canes did not practice Friday. It was expected Brind’Amour would
go back to goalie James Reimer against the Lightning, although he could
stick with Nedeljkovic again. Goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy had a 12-game
winning streak end Thursday in Tampa Bay’s 4-3 loss to the Stars.

“The more the merrier.”

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING

Gov. Roy Cooper said this week that pandemic restrictions for indoor
arenas were being further eased. While the Canes have not announced
an official figure, it’s believed about 4,500 fans will be allowed Saturday
for the Lightning game.

When: Saturday, 7 p.m.

“When they announced that we were going to get 2,900, everybody was
thinking ‘I don’t know how loud it will be,’” Canes forward Jordan
Martinook said Thursday. “Then when they get in there, it’s incredible
how much energy they give you.
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“Hockey’s not the same without fans. The energy and the flow they
provide, I can’t really explain it. When they get going, you get going. It’s
momentum and adrenaline all in one.”

Q&A: Hurricanes GM Don Waddell on shopping a goalie, deadline
needs, extending Dougie Hamilton and Rod Brind’Amour, more

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh
WATCH: FSCR
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KEEPING PNC ARENA SAFE
Cooper’s new executive order said attendance at indoor arenas could
reach 50% of capacity. In the Canes’ case, that would mean more than
9,000, but safe-distancing requirements will keep the number lower.
The Canes and PNC Arena have a number of health and safety
guidelines for all events. The NHL required their arenas to meet certain
air-flow and air-quality standards before allowing fans, and the testing
was done at PNC Arena..
“Most arenas are seeking out the best practices as to what we ought to
do,” said Jeff Merritt, executive director of the Centennial Authority, the
arena landlord. “Air quality is a top-line issue for us and we will keep
researching it.”
Seating areas at PNC Arena are sanitized with electrostatic sprayers and
EPA-approved disinfectant, and door handles, railings and countertops
are constantly sanitized. There are 40 touchless hand sanitizing stations
in the arena.
Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said he talked with
Gov. Cooper when fans were first allowed in.

Sara Civian
Mar 26, 2021

A little over halfway through the longest-but-shortest NHL season of all
time, and the Carolina Hurricanes are looking primed to make a deep
playoff run.
Normally a team like that scours the trade deadline market for a rental,
right? Like virtually everything else, it’s not so simple in 2020-21.
The Athletic caught up with Hurricanes president and general manager
Don Waddell on Thursday afternoon to talk about the upcoming deadline,
the challenges of this season and the team’s multiple ongoing contract
negotiations.
(Editor’s note: Transcript is edited for length and clarity.)
How would you evaluate the first half of the season?
When I look at it, we’ve had what I would say is our main roster for one
game this year, and that was the first game of the season. And then, you
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know, by the time the second game came, Jordan Staal had COVID, and
then we went into that whole thing. And since then, we’ve had a lot of
injuries. So looking at how our team has performed through the adversity,
I think it’s been very satisfying and very rewarding. And then Petr Mrazek
goes down and everybody’s worried about goaltending. Alex Nedeljkovic
and James Reimer have done a tremendous job. We haven’t missed a
beat. So overall, I’m very pleased with how things have gone the first part
of the season.
Nedeljkovic has really emerged, given this opportunity. Luckily you guys
can hold three goaltenders on the roster this season. Is that the plan
when Mrazek comes back?
Yes. I’ve said the luxury of having the cap space is to keep the three
goalies. Nedeljkovic has been a great story — he won that championship
down in Charlotte in the American Hockey League. But I’ve also said —
we don’t have a lot of cap space. If we’re gonna do something at the
trade deadline, maybe one of the chips is one of our goalies. I can’t say
which one. It depends. But, you know, I think as you look at the way the
schedule is and, hopefully going deep in the playoffs, you’d think you’d
want to have three goalies. So I think this is a good problem to have, and
we’ll find a way to keep three goalies on the roster if we need to.
And if you were looking to make that trade, what do you think the
Hurricanes are lacking right now?
Well, it’s that right-hand-shot defenseman. We like our defense, but you
know, after you get through our first two sets of pairs, we’ve got three
lefties there. They all play well, but they all would be better on their
natural side. They’re all left hands who would be better on the left side.
… So if we could add a right-hand-shot defenseman to complement
them, I think that would be good. And then, you’re always looking to
improve your team up front. When we’re healthy, I think we’ve got three
pretty darn good lines. But you also can’t count on being healthy for the
rest of the year because of what happened the first half of the year. So
we’re always keeping our eye on what’s available. I don’t think we’re in
the rental business. There might be some hockey deals we could make,
because with the cap situation, it’s almost if you take money on you
almost gotta have money going out.
Right, so in general, with that in mind, what are you thinking the trade
deadline will look like across the league this season?
Yeah, that’s interesting, because I have talked to most of the GMs in the
league, and I don’t think the prices are gonna be paid like they used to
be, and I’ll tell you a couple of things about that. It used to be you’d go to
your ownership and say, “Hey, I’m gonna add this player who is gonna
cost me $3 million.” … But if we won the first round back then, that would
have brought us in $8 million. Well, that’s out the window this year
because of the way finances are working and attendance. So if you’re
gonna pick up a lot of money and give up assets, you gotta really believe
that you’re truly one of the teams that can win the Stanley Cup. The
teams that are trying just to get into the playoffs — it used to be a big
economic factor for them just to get in, so they were willing to pay a price.
Now I don’t think I don’t see that happening because, you know, I’m
gonna give up assets, take on money, and I still might miss the playoffs
this year. The way that the setup is. So I think we’re looking at this: There
will be some deals made, some prices paid, but not like years before.
Last year we made the three deals. One was a rental in Sami Vatanen,
and then the other two were hockey trades: Vincent Trocheck and Brady
Skjei. I do see some hockey trades happening, but I just don’t see the
prices being paid for rental players this year.
And then you’ve got a few big upcoming contracts, like Dougie Hamilton.
You’ve tabled talks on those until the end of the season, right?
Yeah, I think that’s better. Dougie is a very conscious player. He cares,
and we like Dougie, but I think he’s one of the guys that if he had to deal
with a contract during the year, it’s gonna affect his play. So we decided,
let’s just put it aside. We’ve all said we love Dougie. He loves us. But it’s
a numbers game. So at the end of the year, we sit down. It’s not like
we’re gonna trade Dougie Hamilton at the deadline. And if he leaves at
the end of the year, then he was our rental, but I think he wants to be

here. We want him to be here. It’s just a matter of saying, “OK, what’s the
value?” Knowing that there’s a flat cap going forward, what can we
afford? We wanna keep our team. Not just next year, but going forward.
You know, next year, like you said, you’ve got fresh contract
negotiations. You got any cash coming up? You’re gonna have some
other guys. You know, if you’re gonna be a good team, you’ve gotta be
able to keep all these assets together.
This season has been hard for everybody. But what have been some
challenging things for GMs behind the scenes that we wouldn’t know
about?
Well, the biggest thing is you’d like to go out and watch games and watch
your prospects play and things like that, and that just isn’t happening.
Any of our prospects that are playing either in Chicago or over in Europe,
you watch a lot of video. You’re more focused on your own division
because it doesn’t matter what happens in the other divisions. You’ve
gotta get out of your own division to advance. You normally tend to watch
other divisions if there’s games on and we’re not playing. Now I’m always
focused on watching teams in our division. And now, at this time of year,
you’re trying to watch all the teams in case a trade comes up.
It’s tough. There are so many games.
Every night. Every night. Normally you go to the world juniors, then you
go to some junior and college hockey games during the year. This year,
being grounded every night, you’re at home if your team’s not playing,
and I’ve had more late nights than ever. Like last night I stayed up
watching L.A. until 12:30 a.m. Normally you don’t have to do that
because you’re gonna see L.A. enough times during the year. But this
year, you know, you’ve gotta make sure you do your homework and
know the other team, the other players.
Speaking of late nights, you’ve had a few of those with your 1,000th
game as an NHL GM just passed. What’s kept you in the game so long?
I felt like it was my 3,000th game, but they don’t ever count all the 600
games or so when you’re just the team president.
First of all, I’m very fortunate I’ve worked for and with good people
through the years. And that’s what inspires me to try to do the best job
that I can. I like to surround myself and work with good people and
people that care about not just winning and losing but about being good
people.
And, you know, to be honest, I didn’t even know until that morning. (Vice
president of communications and team services) Mike Sundheim called
me and said, “You know, tonight’s your thousandth regular-season
game.” I said I had no idea. I had no idea. So I feel very fortunate, and I
know there’s a lot of guys who don’t make it there. I know the players
when they make 1,000 games, it’s a great accomplishment for them.
I’ll remember my thousandth game because it’s probably the most
frustrating loss I’ve had here since I’ve been the GM. Winning the game
with 28 seconds left, get scored on, score, then overtime. Then it gets
called back and we lose it. Then the shootout. So my thousandth game
will go down as one I will remember.
That was probably one of the weirdest hockey games I have ever
witnessed.
Yeah, it was just the way the whole game went. I thought for sure we’d
won. I came downstairs, lower to the ice, for overtime. It’s just a
superstition I have. And then we scored. I couldn’t see the offside. So I
walked into the locker room and all the guys are looking at the TV, and
once you see the replay, it was offside. So it was one of those nights that
you’d like to forget.
When you talk about working with good people — it’s obvious Rod
Brind’Amour wants to stay with the Canes, but at the same time, he’s one
of the best coaches in the NHL, and everybody knows it. There’s gonna
be some deals thrown his way. So how are you guys gonna navigate
that?
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We’re actually getting close. We’ve talked a lot and, as you know, the
one thing about Roddy is he wears the Hurricanes logo on his sleeve. He
wants to be a Hurricane for life. The way I think, you can give him a longterm contract, and when he’s done coaching, he can move up and be in
the front office, and I think he’ll do a great job there also. And Rod’s not
all about the money. I mean, he wants to be paid accordingly, but he
loves it here. He won a Cup here. His family loves it here, and saying all
that, if we pay what he thinks his value is, which I think we’re very close,
by the way, there’s no reason why he’s gonna go anyplace else. And
yes, he would be able to make more money. I’m very upfront with him,
and he knows it. He could go as a free agent and make more money. But
the change of lifestyle and not being a Hurricane, I think is a big part. But
saying that, we also got to be fair with him, too.
We’re close on the value of what the contact will be. But, you know,
pinning Rod down and getting an hour to talk about this is, like, nearly
impossible. He’s worried about his coaching this team. So a couple of
times in the road, we grab some time and that. So you know, I know he’s
not worried about it. We’re not worried about it. We’ve had enough talks
to get us to a point where I think we’re all feeling like we’ll get this done.
Is there any timeline for Mrazek yet? It seemed like he was going to
come back much sooner and there was a setback?
Well, the step back was, he had to go back out to see the doctor out in
Colorado where he had the initial surgery, and there was a quarantine
period and all that when he came back. So he’s back now, fully practicing
and had a good practice again today. I don’t know what the exact date is,
but I know he’s feeling better and better. And, you know, to be fair, we
can’t just throw him into a game with three or four practices under his
belt. We have to give him some time, and he’ll tell us when he’s ready to
go, whether that’s this week or potentially next week.
The Athletic LOADED: 03.27.2021
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Tampa Bay Lightning

Lightning are one of NHL’s most penalized teams. It isn’t a new issue

By Eduardo A. Encina
Published Yesterday
Updated Yesterday

TAMPA — It’s difficult to nitpick with the Lightning. They’re off to one of
their best starts and this week became the first team in the NHL to reach
50 points this season. They’ve overcome a season-long injury to top
scorer Nikita Kucherov, Andrei Vasilevskiy is the league’s top goaltender,
and they’ve managed to pull out games when they haven’t played their
best.
But when it comes to how the Lightning can improve down the stretch
and into the postseason, both general manager Julien BriseBois and
head coach Jon Cooper would like to see a reduction in the number of
minor penalties the team takes.
The Lightning enter Friday’s games with 85 minor penalties called
against them, second-most in the league behind only Vancouver’s 96.
And it’s not a new issue. Tampa Bay has been among the top five teams
in the NHL for minor penalties each of the past five seasons, leading the
league during their Presidents’ Trophy season of 2018-19.
“It’s a work in progress is probably the best way I can put this,” Cooper
said earlier this week. “A couple years ago we were a top team in the
league for minors against, which was something we tried to do and has
been a point of contention with us. We’re slowly creeping back for better
numbers, but by no means are we one of the better teams in not taking

penalties. But we’ve shown progress in a positive way, so that’s all I can
ask is we can keep doing that.”
The Lightning have played well but would make things easier on
themselves if they spent less time in the penalty box. Their 5-on-5
for/against ratio is 1.51, best in the league. So statistically speaking, they
are playing better even-strength hockey than anyone.
“It’s the amount of penalties we’ve taken,” Cooper said. “We’ve got to
start cutting out these, at least the minor games there, down the stretch
to give our PK a little bit of a break.”
The Lightning’s penalty kill has been strong — it currently ranks eighth at
82.6 percent — but is hitting a midseason lag. Over the last nine games,
Tampa Bay’s penalty kill has been operating at a subpar 63.0-percent
success rate. And two of the teams’ top penalty killers, defenseman Ryan
McDonagh and Erik Cernak, are banged up, missing Thursday’s 4-3 loss
at Dallas.
“Our PK has had a little bit of a rough stretch here and we need to get
back on track, which would obviously help rectify the awareness of all the
penalties we take, and obviously it’s a big reason why it stands out right
now,” said forward Blake Coleman, a member of the Lightning’s first PK
unit. “But I think it’s just more being cognizant of what’s going on and
keeping your stick down. You’ve got to toe the line the right way.”
The Lightning are tied for the league lead in slashing calls (14) and rank
second in high-sticking (9) and holding (10) penalties.
Thursday’s game turned on a penalty. Joe Pavelski scored a tying goal
just seven seconds into a Dallas power play late in the second period,
and then Jason Robertson scored with 16 seconds left in the period to
give the Stars a 3-2 lead. The Lightning killed off their other two
penalties, including a too-many-men-on-the-ice call midway through the
third.
It didn’t help that they didn’t draw a single minor penalty, marking their
first game this season without a power play.
“It’s a fine line between being too aggressive and not being aggressive
enough,” Coleman said. “I know for me personally, typically when my
legs are doing the work, my penalty numbers are down and something
that when I go through a streak, kind of like I have here recently taking
minors, you just reevaluate and maybe you don’t get your stick up as
much or just move your legs a little bit more.
“But there’s just things that you can do to kind of just (have) an
awareness, really. But you’re going to take some penalties, you can’t
eliminate all penalties from the game. Otherwise, your team’s probably
not playing hard enough or playing the way that you need to win games.”
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Pat Maroon, the ‘Big Rig,’ drives Lightning’s gritty fourth line

By Eduardo A. Encina
Published Yesterday
Updated Yesterday

TAMPA — Throughout several combination shuffles this season, Pat
Maroon has been the foundation of the Lightning’s fourth line.
Over the course of a decade-long NHL career, Maroon has shared shifts
with all types of players. Now, the “Big Rig” finds himself leading two
promising youngsters, 24-year-olds Mathieu Joseph and Ross Colton.
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In their short time together, the trio has found magic doing the little things
that good checking lines do — winning puck battles, maintaining
possession and frustrating the opposition with physical play. Maroon sets
the tone, whether it’s by fighting for a puck down low, playing big in front
of the net, feeding an open teammate or defending one with his fists.
He’s 6 feet, 3 inches, 238 pounds of momentum.
“He’s an excellent teammate,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “But he
also makes the guys stand a little bit taller on the bench and a little bit
taller when they’re on the ice. He’s stepped up and stood up for his
teammates, literally. ... Pat is a veteran in the league, he plays that downlow game, and he can really help you out in the offensive zone with just
the possession time.”
Ice time is limited for the fourth-liners, but Maroon has made a huge
impact, nonetheless. Over the previous seven games entering Saturday’s
contest in Carolina, he got into two fights, assisted on three goals and
provided a spark that can’t be quantified.
“He plays the right away, plays hard, and he goes to the dirty areas,”
Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman said. “And as of late, they’ve been
scoring some big goals for us. And Pat is a big reason why that line is
going, and he kind of drives that line, and with (Colton) and (Joseph),
they have been tremendous together.”
For Maroon, fourth-line success is about establishing an identity, and this
trio has.
Colton, who has quickly emerged as a contributor just seven games into
his NHL career, shares Maroon’s blue-collar mentality of working down
low for pucks but also has the skating ability to be a scoring presence.
Joseph, one of the Lightning’s fastest skaters on the ice, has shown an
uncanny knack for finding space where Maroon can get him the puck,
whether it’s a stretch pass down the ice or a feed from behind the net. He
also isn’t afraid to get physical.
“The top three lines, especially the top two lines, have a ton of skill,”
Maroon said. “You want to have an identity as a fourth line. You just don’t
want to be a fourth line that just goes out there and puts your skates on.
You want to find a way to create energy for your team, so our line is
supposed to create the momentum to get our team going.
“If we score a big goal, we chip in there, but our identity is getting pucks
in, don’t turn pucks over, don’t get scored on, wear the opposition down.
Whatever it takes for my teammates to make them stand taller. I’m just
not out there, I want to help them succeed, chip away, score some goals,
just find an identity for yourself and your linemates.”
Maroon certainly carries credibility. Being a member of the past two
Stanley Cup champions will do that — he won the Cup with his
hometown Blues in 2018-19 before joining the Lightning last season.
Joseph said having Maroon as a linemate helps him play with more
confidence.
“He brings so much in our line,” Joseph said. “He’s so good behind the
net, and they can’t move him, honestly. Teams are having trouble
handling him. It’s been good playing with Patty, and the more we play
together I feel like the more we can kind of get a vibe of each other. It’s
been great to have this veteran presence to keep me on the right track,
too.”
Colton has found reassurance from Maroon on and off the ice. Maroon’s
message is straightforward: keep the puck in the offensive zone and
keep things simple. Hold the puck, don’t take risks, take pucks to the net,
get them to the point, work for second and third shots.
“He’s been in my ear since game one and just telling me, ‘Play your
game. Don’t overthink it or don’t try to do too much. Don’t be scared out
there, play with confidence because you deserve to be here,’” Colton
said. “Even after a shift, if we’re in the D-zone for a little bit, he’s coming
back to the bench just telling me to stay positive and stick with it.”

“It’s not always about scoring. It’s kind of just creating momentum for the
other lines so they’re getting offensive-zone shifts and offensive-zone
faceoffs. Whatever we can do to help the team win is a positive for us,
and I think we have some good chemistry out there.”
While Maroon’s always embraced the dirty work, he was a 27-goal scorer
just four years ago playing in Edmonton alongside Connor McDavid. But
he’s never gotten away from the lunch-pail player that he is, and he loves
that role.
“I never really veered away from that,” Maroon said. “It was fun. I was
always a numbers guy throughout my career, and then at the NHL level,
you just kind of find a way to buy in the system and try to stay in the
league, and that’s what I was trying to do. You’ve just got to stick with it.
That’s my style of play, so I just never tried to get away from it.”
Said Cooper, “He’s kind of seen it all. He’s been there, done that. He’s
played in the league. He’s been a healthy scratch, he’s had to claw his
way back in, and now he’s your two-time Cup champ. He’s a pretty good
guy to be around if you’re a young guy.”
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‘One of the best coaches ever’: How the Lightning’s patience with Jon
Cooper paid off

By Joe Smith Mar 26, 2021

Eight years ago, Jon Cooper was enjoying some wings and drinks at a
packed Syracuse bar when he got a call that changed his life — and, it
turns out, the fortunes of the Lightning franchise.
Cooper was coaching Tampa Bay’s AHL affiliate, which had just finished
a home game on a snowy Saturday night. Afterward, Cooper got in his
truck and headed over to a favorite haunt: A brick-floored dive bar called
Swallow’s. It was usually a quiet spot, but on March 23, 2013, the
Syracuse University men’s basketball team was playing Cal in the NCAA
Tournament. The place was rocking.
Cooper’s phone buzzed.
It was then Lightning GM Steve Yzerman.
“You sound like you’re at a place with a lot of people,” Yzerman said.
“Can you go somewhere quiet?”
“Yeah, sure,” Cooper replied.
Cooper left the bar into the snow and sat in his truck waiting for Yzerman
to call back. And he waited some more.
“He didn’t call back for what seemed like an hour,” Cooper said. “But it
was probably only 10 minutes. It felt like forever.”
When Yzerman called, he offered the Lightning’s head coaching job. The
firing of Guy Boucher would be announced the next morning.
“I don’t know if happy was the feeling. It was shock,” Cooper said. “Like,
‘Oh my God, really?'”
“It may have been eight years ago but it feels like eight days.”
In the volatile NHL coaching carousel, eight years is considered an
eternity. The Sabres are on their sixth coach since Cooper took over
Tampa Bay, with the Stars and Senators on their fifth. Even three-time
Cup-winning coach Joel Quenneville got let go by the Blackhawks a
couple of years ago, and two-time Cup winner Darryl Sutter just took over
the Flames.
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There are many reasons for Cooper’s longevity, one year longer than the
Jets’ Paul Maurice (Jan. 12, 2014), including his bond with GM Julien
BriseBois, his ability to evolve and his record of success. Of the 70 head
coaches with at least 500 regular-season games, Cooper (.652) ranks
second to only Hall of Famer Scotty Bowman (.657) in points percentage,
with Bruce Boudreau third (.635) and Toe Blake fourth (.634), according
to Elias Sports Bureau. He’s won titles at every level, from junior to pro to
now the Cup.
“He’s going to go down as one of the best coaches ever,” Boudreau said.
Scotty Bowman
2,141
1,244
573
324
0.657
Jon Cooper
609
371
186
52
0.652
Bruce Boudreau
984
567
302
115
0.635
Toe Blake

“When teams get eliminated, the head coach always gets a
disproportionate amount of blame,” BriseBois said. “It happens every
year to head coaches whose team gets eliminated. So it’s nice when a
good guy who is a great coach ends up getting rewarded for all his hard
work. He’s got a Stanley Cup ring, and I’m glad I was there to share in
the moment.”
When BriseBois went to owner Jeff Vinik’s sprawling South Tampa home
in April 2019 for their annual end-of-season chat, it was an important
moment in the organization’s championship arc.
The Presidents’ Trophy champs had just been humbled in a first-round
sweep by Columbus, with the 62-win Tampa Bay team being part of one
of the biggest upsets in hockey history. The core had been through
several lengthy playoff runs without a Cup. Cooper, who had signed a
three-year extension a month earlier, was in the crossfire from fans with
#FireCooper hashtags on Twitter.
But when BriseBois and Vinik sat together for two hours in the owner’s
“TV room,” one in a lounge chair, the other on the couch, there were no
sweeping changes discussed. Vinik remembered BriseBois being
methodical. Confident. Bullish on the team and Cooper. Blowing up the
team was not an option, according to Vinik. “It’d be a panic move,” he
said.
So would be removing Cooper, then and still the longest-tenured coach
in the NHL.
“No point in looking for the next ‘Coop’ when I have the original,”
BriseBois said.
People often forget that it was BriseBois who initially brought Cooper to
the organization a little over a decade ago.
When Yzerman took over in the summer of 2010, he hired BriseBois in
mid-July, and they made it a priority to find a coach for their AHL affiliate
in Norfolk. They had trouble putting together a list, canvassing
candidates from the NHL, NHL assistants and college. Cooper at that
time was in the USHL with the Green Bay Gamblers, not exactly a hot
spot for hires.
But BriseBois was talking one day to an agent, who asked him, “What
are you looking for?”

500

“We’re looking for someone who is a great communicator who has a
teacher’s approach and develops relationships with players beyond
traditional player/coach relationship,” BriseBois said.

255

“I know that guy,” the agent said.

159

“Really?” BriseBois asked.

0.634

“Jon Cooper,” the agent said.

Dan Bylsma

To which BriseBois replied, “Who is Jon Cooper?”

565

The two were soon connected, and shortly after Cooper’s interview, he
was hired on Aug. 9, 2010. BriseBois and Cooper became partners in
rebuilding the Admirals, changing the culture that would have a ripple
effect on the big club (Tyler Johnson, Ondrej Palat, Alex Killorn were
among on Cooper’s first AHL team).

914
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55
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(Source: Elias Sports Bureau)
The Lightning’s patience paid off with Cooper, with management sticking
behind him after the stunning first-round sweep in 2019. They’re glad
they did, because Cooper hoisted the Stanley Cup in September and has
his Lightning off to their best start in franchise history as they chase
another. While BriseBois gave his players and staff credit after the
championship, he said one of the people he was most happy for was
Cooper.

BriseBois has recalled how they had to build a program, that it had been
a “bare-bones operation.” They had to build everything, from facilities to
staff to the locker room. They did everything together. “It was like an
expansion AHL team pretty much,” BriseBois said.
And the story of their first dinner together really showed their
personalities.
They went to a place called Havana in Norfolk. BriseBois ordered hot
wings. But he sent the plate back three times.
“Make them hotter,” he told the waitress.
The waitress returned the third time with a smirk on her face. Cooper
said BriseBois was sweating profusely, but he refused to give up.
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“He had to do it,” Cooper said. “It goes to show Julien’s conviction. He
says he’s going to do it. He does it.”
Cooper and BriseBois have said that what makes them work so well
together is their ability to be candid with each other and challenge each
other when they don’t agree.
“I think we’re more of the yin and the yang —and it’s really good for each
other,” Cooper said. “We both look at situations and see different sides to
them and respect each side, and it makes me look at things differently,
where I may not have looked at it. And it opened my eyes to a different
way of doing things. But I think I’ve done that as well.”
They won an AHL Calder Cup in 2012, the year the Admirals won a prosports record 28 straight games. BriseBois said that “the people who
were with you, you never forget that.”
I remember asking Cooper a couple of years ago what it would be like to
hoist a Stanley Cup with BriseBois.
Cooper smiled: “Could you imagine?”
Cooper has said that his coaching philosophy is culture over strategy,
and to “have one hell of a goalie.” It certainly has helped that Cooper’s
main goalies since 2013 have been a multiple Vezina Trophy finalist in
Ben Bishop and Vezina Trophy winner Andrei Vasilevskiy, the current
best goalie in the world. The Lightning’s save percentage is second-best
in the league (.913) starting in 2013-14, Cooper’s first full season, behind
only Boston (.915), according to Elias Sports Bureau.
Players have credited Cooper for how willing he is to adapt and change,
whether that is in managing practice or listening to veterans in getting
days off. Veteran Pat Maroon, who won an NAHL title with Cooper in St.
Louis, said Cooper’s “swagger” rubs off on the players, and he’s able to
manage relationships and people so well.
“He sets a high standard,” said Norris Trophy and Conn Smythe winner
Victor Hedman. “We expect greatness every night. That’s what makes us
successful as a group.”
There were tactical adjustments in the playoffs last year. Bowman liked
how Cooper integrated new players like Blake Coleman and Barclay
Goodrow during the playoffs, how he altered the power play without
Steven Stamkos (getting Hedman more involved) and how he went with
the 11-forward, seven-defensemen alignment after the Ryan McDonagh
injury in the second round.
“Tampa was a well-oiled machine,” Bowman said. “They played a totally
different game than before, when they would outscore you.”
Cooper also inserted Alex Volkov into the lineup for Cup-clinching Game
6, with the rookie drawing a key early penalty in his first playoff game.
There were personal touches off the ice that Cooper encouraged in the
bubble, such as the team bringing in beard-shaving oil at one point to
give them some sense of normalcy. The words “trust the process” were
uttered by Cooper countless times in meetings and pregame speeches.

“Coop is a smart guy, he knows his players,” Quenneville said. “As a
coach, you want to prepare the team the best you can, make sure they
play hard, but winning is the most important thing.”
Red Wings coach Jeff Blashill, a good friend and third-longest tenured
coach in the NHL, said that while Cooper is one of the best coaches in
the league, the team’s management deserves credit for sticking with him
through ups and downs.
“They showed patience, and it paid off in spades with a Stanley Cup,”
Blashill said. “Sometimes that doesn’t always happen. There was no
doubt he was their guy, and he had a huge impact in them winning the
Cup. He’s extremely intelligent, he’s calm under pressure and he makes
sound decisions. All that makes him a good coach.
“But we don’t get to make decisions on hiring and firing; that’s up to the
managers. And in the end, the trust they’ve shown in Jon paid off bigtime.”
Moments after the ultimate validation of fulfilling a lifelong dream, Cooper
headed to his Cup-winning press conference with a crew.
It was supposed to be just Cooper, who had every reason to relish the
limelight and take credit for leading the Lightning through arguably the
toughest playoffs — 65 days in a bubble. But Cooper wanted his entire
staff to join him at the table, from his assistant coaches to video coaches.
And that moment said a lot about him.
There was Brian Garlock, the video coach and close friend who has been
with Cooper on each of his stops: St. Louis to Green Bay, Norfolk and
Syracuse. There was Derek Lalonde, who is part of the “Champion’s
League,” a group of Cooper buddies who play golf together each
summer. There was Nigel Kirwan, who has been with the Lightning since
their inception, and Jeff Halpern, a former NHL center and one of the
newer assistants. They had cigars in their hands or mouths, and no
doubt were sipping some booze from their Gatorade cups.
“I’m the one in front of (the media) for the last 511 days,” Cooper said.
“But the bottom line is we don’t get this done without this group.”
There was a University of Virginia basketball hat on the table, next to a
Lightning championship one. They had drawn inspiration from the
Cavaliers team that was upset as a No. 1 seed in the NCAA Tournament
the year before and then won the title the next year.
“We went from the outhouse to the penthouse,” Cooper said. “I truly
believe that you have to have failure before you have success. You wear
the bumps, you wear the bruises, you wear the heartache. You wear it on
your sleeve. It keeps you up. It also drives you. We were not going to be
denied.
“The players took it on the chin, and I can’t be happier for them. Those
guys have gone through so much heartache and come back year after
year, taken our swings, taken our licks and everyone talks about how
they’re a team that can’t get it done. You know what, we got it done. And
it wasn’t without failures along the way.”

“I don’t think any coach was better suited for the bubble than Coop,'” said
good buddy Pat Murray, a former NHLer who was an assistant in
Cooper’s first coaching job. “He’s so good with the mental side of the
game, managing players and personalities. I could see it being like his
laboratory.”
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Cooper said he’s always trying to learn new methods, pointing to the
example of the four-month pandemic pause last spring. He was in
constant contact with other NHL coaches over Zoom calls, talking
system, talking about how to handle off-ice issues or player situations.

Series against Panthers shows Blackhawks are learning how to protect
3rd-period leads

“You can learn so much from coaches in our league,” he said. “You’re
always looking for what’s next or, ‘Is somebody doing something new?”’
With the Lightning going for a repeat, Cooper reached out to coaches like
Quenneville for advice, wondering how to navigate the challenges the
year after a Cup.
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After blowing seven of nine multi-goal leads between Feb. 1 and
Monday, the Hawks successfully translated both multi-goal leads this
week into wins. Connor Murphy said they’ve learned how “not to feel
panicked.”

Ben Pope
Mar 26, 2021, 3:24pm CDT
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Panthers defenseman Aaron Ekblad, right, is checked by Blackhawks left
wing Brandon Hagel during Thursday’s game.
The Blackhawks might finally be learning how to protect a lead.
Between Feb. 1 and Monday, they blew seven of their nine multi-goal
leads (excluding empty-net goals), a feat so bad it was impressive. But
they seemed to turn a corner this week, building multi-goal leads by the
second period in two games against the Panthers and successfully
seeing both of them out.
“We want to build confidence that when we’ve got a lead in the third,
we’re going to close it out,” coach Jeremy Colliton said. “You want those
to be automatic. The way that you do it, it can build confidence in your
team. You want to just snuff it out.”
Tuesday’s lead fizzled from 3-0 to 3-2 by the final minutes — the Hawks
didn’t exactly snuff that one out — but they held on for a win nonetheless.
And they responded well both times the Panthers scored. They followed
the first goal with several shifts in the offensive zone, regaining their
momentum entering the second intermission. And forward Mattias
Janmark followed the second goal by drawing a penalty that gave the
Hawks a power play, allowing them to eat up most of the remaining time.
But if Tuesday was a small step forward, Thursday was a massive leap.
After allowing a barrage of shots early in the game, even while building a
2-0 lead, the Hawks played their best defensive hockey of the night
during a crucial stretch of the third period.
“I really liked our third,” Colliton said. “We beared down there and found a
way to defend. I would’ve liked us to spend a little more time in the
offensive zone . . . [since] that is, a lot of times, how you close out a
game. But we did have to defend quite a bit, and we did a really good
job.”
Between the TV commercial break with 9:19 left and winger Brandon
Hagel’s game-sealing empty-net goal with 1:24 left, the Hawks didn’t give
up a single shot on goal.
The Panthers attempted five shots during those eight minutes, versus 68
attempts during the other 52 minutes. One missed the net, and the other
four were blocked by Ryan Carpenter, Hagel, Patrick Kane and Nikita
Zadorov, respectively. Goalie Kevin Lankinen (41-save shutout) had a
busy night but not during that stretch.
The Hawks’ stout play exemplified that they’ve learned “not to feel
panicked,” defenseman Connor Murphy said.
“We showed times in the past where we would vacate the front of the net
and let a guy get a Grade A chance in the slot or let their ‘D’ walk down
to open ice,” Murphy said. “It seemed like guys were clicking better with
that, realizing that even though [the Panthers] were going to have a little
bit of a push, we weren’t going to panic.
“We were going to play the way we know we can in ‘D’-zone. And then,
when you get a puck, you’ll make a strong play to get it out at the right
time. That clicked.”
A seven-week sample of bad results outweighs a one-week sample of
good results, so it’s premature to say the Hawks’ issues are fixed.
Colliton has used the phrase “lack of killer instinct” a dozen times or more
this season and surely will again at some point.
But the improvement and positive reinforcement this week should help
moving forward.
“[We took] steps forward, for sure,” Colliton said. “[It’s] not perfect — we
know there are things we can be better at — but we’re a team that has a
lot of learning to do. And we know we’ve got to keep improving.”
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Hawks' Lankinen leads way in back-to-back wins

John Dietz
3/26/2021 6:26 PM

Almost from the moment that Kevin Lankinen signed a contract with the
Blackhawks in 2018, he imagined what it would be like to play in the jampacked United Center.
He couldn't wait for the earsplitting national anthem. Or the oohs and
ahhs after making big saves. Or to see the 20,000-plus leap out of their
seats after a Hawks goal.
Of course, that has yet to happen in any of Lankinen's 14 starts at the
UC. So all the 25-year-old can do is look forward to the day when fans
are allowed back in the building.
This isn't to say Lankinen isn't enjoying his success -- especially at home
and especially when asked to take a spin on the ice after being named
the game's No. 1 star. On those occasions, Lankinen emerges with an
ear-to-ear smile and waves to the cameraman in the 200 section.
"That's kind of the European in him when he's going around the ice
clapping after the game with no fans," said forward Dylan Strome.
"Hopefully he can have some first star performances when the fans are
back. I know they'll love that and I'm sure he will too."
"I think about it quite a lot," Lankinen said after making 41 saves in the
Hawks' 3-0 victory over visiting Florida on Thursday. "I like to imagine
and visualize the whole building being full of those loud Blackhawks fans.
Whenever we get the chance to bring them in, it's going to be just
another amazing experience for us."
Speaking of amazing, that's exactly what Lankinen has been most of the
season. So much so that the Finn quickly established himself as the No.
1 netminder over Malcolm Subban and Colin Delia by going 7-2-2 and
posting a .938 save percentage from Jan. 22 to Feb. 17.
"We didn't know what to expect," coach Jeremy Colliton said when asked
if Lankinen's play has surprised him. "(Saying) surprise feels like we
didn't think he was capable of it. It's not to say that.
"We just didn't know and we wanted to give the three of them the chance
to battle it out and see how it shook down. The way it's turned out is
Lanks has really grabbed hold of it. And credit to him."
As with many young players, Lankinen endured a rough patch, but
refused to dwell on the numbers, focused on the big picture and got to
work. A point of emphasis was to improve seeing shots from the point or
the slot while being screened by opponents -- especially when they're on
the power play.
Thursday's 3-0 victory over the Panthers was almost exclusively due to
Lankinen. He was on his game from the get-go, making 2 big stops in the
first 3:10. Then came 3 saves on a late first-period power play, 4 more in
just 19 seconds in the second period and a miraculous pad save on
Jonathan Huberdeau on a 3-on-0 rush with 2:55 left in the second.
"Maybe not the way we're supposed to defend, but that happens," said
Lankinen, who was also named the No. 1 star in Tuesday's win over the
Panthers. "It was one of those moments where the game can turn over,
so I felt like we needed a big save there and I was able to make it. That
brought us some momentum, and we were able to survive and come into
the third period with the lead."
Lankinen turned away 38 shots in the first 50 minutes before the Hawks
settled down and allowed just 3 more attempts the rest of the way.
Lankinen (12-7-4, .920, 2.71 GAA) is in the rookie of the year
conversation. Some of the stiffest competition might come from fellow
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goalies in Washington's Vitek Vanecek (14-5-3, .910, 2.67) and
Minnesota's Kaapo Kahkonen (12-5-0, .921, 2.29).
While awards are nice, a playoff berth would be nicer for the Hawks. And
if they're going to get there, it'll certainly be with Lankinen's help.
So while he was happy with his second career shutout Thursday,
Lankinen knows not to dwell on it for too long.
"It's never easy to win in this league, so I'm really grateful for every
chance I get to start -- even more grateful for every win we're able to
get," he said. "Whenever I get all the stuff done at the rink, I'm going
home to my fiancee and enjoy the night and enjoy the win, move on and
get better."
By the numbers
A breakdown of Kevin Lankinen's rookie season with the Blackhawks:
First 12 gamesRecord Sv% GAA
7-2-3 .931 2.29
Next 9 gamesRecord Sv% GAA
3-5-1 .893 3.64
Last 2 gamesRecord Sv% GAA
2-0-0 .974 1.00
GAA: Goals against average
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Blackhawks not expecting forward Kirby Dach to play this weekend

John Dietz
3/26/2021 2:24 PM

Although Jeremy Colliton wouldn't completely rule out Kirby Dach in the
Blackhawks' back-to-back games with Nashville this weekend, it does not
appear the second-year forward will be able to go.
"Still taking it day to day," Colliton said. "I know you guys ask me this
question every day hoping for a different answer. I don't expect you'll get
one."
Colliton said that conditioning is one factor in Dach being able to return
from a fractured wrist, but so are a number of other factors, including
getting his hands and touch back, and feeling confident in taking and
giving contact.
"We just want to get him to the point where he's feeling like he's ready to
run someone over," Colliton said. "Then we'll know."
After facing the Predators, the Hawks host Carolina Tuesday and
Thursday.
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Matt’s Mail: ‘Beast Mode’ has been missing, but Jamie Benn is still a
physical force on the ice for Stars

Matthew DeFranks

7:09 PM on Mar 26, 2021 CDT

The Stars completed a 4-3 comeback victory over Tampa Bay on
Thursday to move back to .500 at 11-11-8. There is less than half a
season remaining and Dallas remains very much in the thick of the
Central Division playoff race.
Let’s get to some questions.
Can you confirm a Jamie Benn sighting yet this month? (Playing hurt?)
— Glen Erickson 🇨🇦

(@glenerickson51) March 25, 2021

Jamie Benn’s production has been sorely missed this season.
Overall, the Stars captain has five goals and 10 assists on the season,
tied for sixth on the team in scoring. Across the last seven weeks,
though, the numbers grow grim. In the last 22 games, Benn has just two
goals. In the last 15 games, he has one goal. He’s currently gone five
games without a goal.
At a time when the Stars need scoring from high-salaried veterans —
since they are ravaged by injuries — Benn hasn’t produced goals.
He hasn’t scored a goal on the power play this season, and was recently
dropped to the second unit. He was hardly noticeable during Tuesday’s 5
on 3 vs. the Lightning. He doesn’t have a game-winning goal and, in fact,
the Stars have only won one game in which Benn has scored a goal.
“Obviously, you don’t want to be in one for too long,” Benn said Friday
morning. “If you can continue to do the right things out there, eventually
one will go in or you get a good break. You just got to play the right way
and it’ll come.”
The last three seasons from Benn have taught Stars fans to lower their
expectations for Benn, even if he does carry a $9.5 million cap hit for this
season and the four more after it. Since the start of the 2018-19 season,
Benn has essentially been a 50-point player (in a normal 82-game
season, that is).
The days of Benn winning the Art Ross or even being the most
dangerous offensive threat on his own team are gone. The previous two
seasons, Benn would submit vintage performances every now and then,
but not on a consistent basis. This season, “Beast Mode” has been
missing for almost two months.
Benn is still a physical force on the ice. He forechecks hard. He finishes
checks. He’s still not someone opposing defensemen want to meet in a
corner. The Stars will absolutely take that if Benn were Andrew Cogliano
or Blake Comeau and if he weren’t paid three times their salary.
But hitting been the most noticeable part of Benn’s game recently, and
that’s not good for someone that carries the same cap hit as gamechangers like Nikita Kucherov, Mark Stone, Evgeni Malkin and Andrei
Vasilevskiy.
It’s been some time since you saw Benn dominate the net-front on a
power play, or put a defenseman on his hip and drive the net, or finish
with deft hands around the crease. During a three-game goal streak in
February, those aspects of Benn’s game were there. Not so much since,
even sporadically.
“When Jamie’s straight ahead and forechecking and shooting and on the
body, we know he’s a very effective player,” Stars coach Rick Bowness
said.
Of the 15 players with a higher cap hit than Benn this season, there are
five players who have fewer points. Two are goalies (Carey Price and
Sergei Bobrovsky), two haven’t played this season (Tyler Seguin and
Jonathan Toews) and the other is Erik Karlsson (10 points in 27 games).
During his slump, Benn’s underlying individual numbers are not
encouraging. Since Feb. 7, there are 83 forwards that have played at
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least 300 minutes at 5 on 5. Here is where Benn ranks among them,
according to Natural Stat Trick.
Goals, t-76th, 0.20
Assists, 67th, 0.59
Shot attempts, 27th, 13.51
Shots on goal, 25th, 8.22
Expected goals, 62nd, 0.53
Scoring chances, 52nd, 7.05
High-danger chances, 67th, 2.35
Sometimes in a slump, you can point to the chances that a player has
gotten or the posts they’ve hit. That hasn’t been the case for Benn, who
has hit three posts/crossbars the entire season. When asked Friday
morning if he could pinpoint why the results haven’t been there, Benn
said it was “not one certain thing.”

Klingberg is the most valuable trade chip the Stars have (non-Miro
Heiskanen category) because he’s a wildly productive, cheap offensive
defenseman with one more year on his contract. The only reason the
Stars should be even thinking about trading Klingberg is if the return is a
ransom that allows them to compete in the upcoming 2-3 seasons. The
Stars shouldn’t trade a player like Klingberg at the trade deadline
because they’re eight points (or whatever) behind the freaking Columbus
Blue Jackets.
The Stars have the cap space to sign both Heiskanen and Klingberg to
contract extensions, that’s not in doubt. Maybe there may be some
disagreement on contract length for Klingberg if the Stars want to pave a
path for Thomas Harley eventually, but the cap space will be there when
Joe Pavelski and Radulov (and maybe Anton Khudobin) come off the
books.
Keeping No. 3 and No. 4 together is absolutely doable. Therefore, the
only reason the Stars should consider trading Klingberg is if they can
reset quickly and not waste Heiskanen’s prime years like they did
wasting Benn’s.

“I think it’s a lot of focus on, like I said, just trying to play the right way, do
all the right things out there,” Benn said. “Eventually, you would hope, it’s
going to turn around.”

How do the Stars determine who gets to go in the shootout? How do
they practice?

Bowness said he was encouraged by Benn’s game on Thursday against
the Lightning, when he was on a line with fellow slumping winger Denis
Gurianov and versatile center Jason Dickinson. Benn set up Gurianov for
a prime chance in the first period and finished the game with four shots
on goal in 15:31.

Bowness has recently gone to selecting Jason Robertson and Joe
Pavelski as two of his shooters. When Alexander Radulov is healthy, he’s
a third shooter. Outside that, you can tell what Bowness thinks about a
player’s game if they go in the shootout of not.

“We still want Jamie to shoot more,” Bowness said. “It was clear in the
game on Tuesday that he had a couple of great opportunities to shoot
and, against good teams like Tampa, if you pass up that opportunity,
you’re not going to get a second one.”

For instance, when Ty Dellandrea went Sunday against Nashville, you
could see that Bowness valued his contributions that evening. When
Denis Gurianov doesn’t sniff the shootout, you can read the message
there.

Bowness also mentioned that Benn is without his two most frequent
linemates: Seguin and Alexander Radulov. That certainly can’t help
Benn, but he is paid like a player that should be driving a line instead of
one that relies on others to do so.

As far as practice, the Stars do shootouts informally at the end of practice
sometimes. Jake Oettinger will be at one end, Anton Khudobin will be at
the other and teammates will take turns trying to score. Some coaches
are usually still on the ice for this.

The polish clearly isn’t there on Benn’s offensive game (a career-worst
7.4% shooting percentage), but that doesn’t mean it’s all bad for the
captain.

Occasionally, the Stars will run a “betting” drill with a shootout
component. Teammates will stand on either the near or far side of the ice
depending on if they think the shooter will score or not. If they are wrong,
they skate a lap. One time either last season or in 2018-19, Benn picked
the shooter for every attempt. He skated a lot that day.

When Benn is on the ice at 5 on 5, good things happen for the Stars, and
by a drastic margin. According to Natural Stat Trick, Dallas has controlled
shot attempts (55.8%), shots on goal (55.34%), scoring chances
(61.13%), high-danger chances (61.90%), expected goals (57.69%) and
goals (68.75%). Each one of those figures would be a career-high for
Benn.
Even if Benn isn’t scoring — and make no mistake, that’s what he’s paid
to do — he’s been a net positive when he’s on the ice.
The Stars also still very much appreciate the leadership Benn brings both
on the bench and in the dressing room. He’s active on the bench, and
Bowness has said before they miss his voice when Benn has to miss
games. During the winter storm, Benn helped house teammates that lost
power and he did the same when the tornado rolled through the city in
October 2019.
Those things still matter to a team and an organization, even if the on-ice
results have been lacking.
At the trade deadline how many points out do you think the stars have
to be out to consider moving Klingberg?
— Scott (@dakjamie414) March 23, 2021
If the Stars are trading John Klingberg because of a 10-game stretch
between now and the trade deadline, they’ve got bigger issues than this
season.

— Wesley Lawrence (@wesalawrence) March 23, 2021

Considering the amount of OT and SO losses and just close games in
general, does a healthy Seguin put this team in a playoff spot
comfortably? He’s gotta be worth a decent amount of goals that could be
the difference.
— Clark Topjon (@ctopjon) March 25, 2021
Not sure if the word “comfortably” will be used with the Stars this season
in regards to their playoff position, but Seguin definitely helps. I don’t
think his impact will be as great as you think it will be just because it
takes a lot for one player in a sport like hockey to be responsible for, let’s
say, five wins — especially in the month Seguin might have when he
comes back.
The Stars have missed Seguin and his 49.2% shooting percentage in
shootouts, for sure, but who even knows how many more Dallas will
have? It’s already had six in the season’s first 30 games. Two years ago,
it had three the entire 82-game season. Last season, it had five in 69
games.
Expectations should probably be tempered for Seguin, as well. He will be
coming into a playoff hunt having not played in at least six months, and
about a year since he’s been completely healthy. Surely, there will be
some rust. Seguin will absolutely help, but counting on him to turn the
Stars from playoff bubble team to surefire lock is asking a lot.
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If the Stars season goes south, do you think they will give Thomas
Harley some time in the NHL or would they prefer to keep him in the AHL
and not burn a year of his entry-level contract?
— David Hasty (@DavidHasty17) March 23, 2021
The new rule this season is that if a teenager on an entry-level contract
plays at least seven games in the NHL, it burns a year of their contract,
meaning they’ll reach restricted free agency a year earlier. With the
upcoming extensions for Heiskanen and Klingberg, the Stars should want
to keep Harley on his entry-level contract for as long as possible.
So if the Stars are out of the playoff picture during that last road trip in
May, would it make sense to play Harley for six games? Absolutely, and
that’s also assuming the Ontario Hockey League does not restart, since
Harley must play there if the OHL is playing.
This season in the AHL has also been beneficial for Harley. He’s played
on the top pair with Joseph Cecconi. He’s run the top power play unit.
He’s killed penalties. He’s had some defensive lapses, sure, but his
skating and offensive skill is still very apparent. Harley has eight points in
15 games.
If you could sit in the stands with one player and watch another team’s
game, who would you want to sit with?
— Thomas Nowers (@tnowers94) March 25, 2021
Joe Pavelski. He’s such a smart player and understands the game so
well that watching any sort of hockey with him would be tremendously
helpful in further understanding how players like him see the game
unfolding. He’s usually in the right spot on the ice, and seamlessly fits in
with other players on his line.
Would also consider John Klingberg, Miro Heiskanen or Ben Bishop.
why haven’t they traded Robertson and Hintz for McDavid or
MacKinnon yet?
— Papa Smurf (@_JacobMurphy_) March 23, 2021
Probably because the Stars wanted Leon Draisaitl or Mikko Rantanen
included in the deal as well. You know, just to even it up.
Dallas Morning News LOADED: 03.27.2021

1206947

Websites

The Athletic / Duhatschek notebook: New border rules could spark trade
deadline action, the nuances of officiating

Eric Duhatschek
Mar 26, 2021

If it’s possible for the 31 NHL general managers to heave a collective
sigh of relief, it would have occurred Thursday with the news that
Canada’s federal government had tentatively approved a seven-day
quarantine, with extra testing, for NHL players traded from U.S. teams
ahead of the April 12 trade deadline.
Up until now, any players arriving from the U.S. had to quarantine for a
full 14 days.

In theory, reducing the quarantine time by half will shift the dialogue and
may actually lead to more deals in days to come between U.S. and
Canadian teams and potentially change the complexion of this year’s
deadline.
However, one GM I spoke to was cautious about my optimism, noting
that quarantine issues were just part of the problem. The other factor,
which hasn’t changed, was the flat salary-cap and the challenge of
moving contracts with term.
“People are still really skeptical of the cap,” he said. “There’s just a lot of
teams leery of taking on money and as a result, a lot of teams may have
to go dollar for dollar. I think there’ll be activity, but it just feels like this
could be more of a rental deadline than anything else.”
How grim are things? Consider, the only trade in the NHL this past week
struck a familiar and uninspiring chord — one team (the Lightning) traded
a minimum-wage NHL forward for a minor-leaguer and a late-round draft
choice.
What struck me most about the Ducks’ decision to acquire Alexander
Volkov from the Lightning for Antoine Murand was that they actually
attached a condition to the seventh-round pick going Tampa’s way.
According to CapFriendly, the pick in question will be from the 2023 entry
draft, though it can be deferred to 2024, if that 2023 seventh-rounder
suddenly becomes unavailable because of a prior trade between
Anaheim and the Blue Jackets.
Let that sink in for a minute.
Right now, teams are attaching conditions to last-round choices in entry
drafts that are a minimum of two years away.
If there’s a better way to illustrate how stuck the NHL trading game is, I
don’t know what it might be.
Anaheim is taking a familiar sort of gamble here, trying to pluck a depth
player off the Tampa roster and hoping that, if given a greater opportunity
to play up the depth chart, he might prosper. They tried it with Daniel
Sprong. They tried it with Danton Heinen.
I never mind these lateral moves because there can be value in a change
of scenery if a player happens to feel stalled in an organization.
Sometimes, things even work out. The more likely outcome is that all the
things that frustrated the Lightning about Volkov’s night-to-night
inconsistency will frustrate the Ducks as well.
More on the Lightning
For Tampa, trading Volkov is really all about creating a little additional
salary-cap space, as the deadline nears, to add a depth piece on
defense. This is prudent, the Lightning are the team to beat in the Central
Division, playing at a .758 pace and with a crazy plus-42 goal differential.
If the defending champions can hold off the Hurricanes that would set up
an interesting path forward as they attempt to repeat as Stanley Cup
champions.
At the moment, four teams remain in contention for that fourth and final
playoff spot in the Central – the Blackhawks, Blue Jackets, Predators and
Stars. If you’re Tampa and you could choose, who would you pick?
Chicago? The Blackhawks, if they make the playoffs, will have a laissezfaire, nothing-to-lose approach, and playing pressure-free makes any
opponent dangerous. But Tampa just seems flat out better and in a bestof-seven could probably slip through without too much difficulty.

Now?

Facing Columbus in the playoffs for the third year in a row – which be the
de facto rubber match – would be more difficult, if only because all the
Blue Jackets who had just so-so regular seasons would see the playoffs
as an opportunity for redemption – beginning with Patrik Laine, who was
acquired mostly so they could have a game-breaker to tip the scales in a
close game.

GMs were talking to each other constantly already trying to figure out
what may – or may not – work ahead of the trade deadline.

Dallas would represent a rematch of last year’s final and the intrigue
there would be who gets the best reinforcements back in time for the

Along with salary-cap issues and the presence of the Seattle expansion
draft this summer, the Canadian border issue contributed to a trade
gridlock that was showing no signs of waning.
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playoffs. Tampa will have Nikita Kucherov at its disposal. Dallas should
have Tyler Seguin and Ben Bishop available.
A healthy Bishop, against his former team, would be an intriguing
matchup. And then there’s the Predators, who’ve had the for-sale sign
out all year, somehow hanging in the weeds, trying to figure out which
direction their season is leaning. The Preds now have Roman Josi and
Juuse Saros back from injury, one the reigning Norris Trophy winner, the
other a goalie who has returned to the lineup and simply sparkled.
If the Preds are in it, does that affect the status of Mattias Ekholm who, in
the absence of Josi and Ryan Ellis, played a yeoman’s role in making the
Preds more competitive lately? If they are actually still in the race two
weeks from now, can they legitimately move Ekholm? And if they do,
could Tampa – which needs a right-shot defenceman more than a leftshot defenceman – be the landing place? One more experienced, topfour defenceman could cement their status as favorites.
A statement game
If there is such a thing as a statement win at this stage of the season,
then Colorado managed it Thursday night, crushing Vegas and moving
into a tie with the Golden Knights atop the West Division.
I made a reference earlier this year to my theory that the Avs would go
56-0, which was admittedly hyperbole and when they lost on opening
night, the joke barely lasted 24 hours. Recently, though, they look like a
juggernaut. They’ve always been fun to watch offensively in the heart of
Nathan MacKinnon’s prime. But this year, they’re doing a far better job of
locking things down defensively as well. At the moment, they are second
in goals for, third in goals against, second overall in penalty killing, first in
overall shots on goal (35.3 per game) and also tops in fewest shots
allowed per game (25.2). In fact, the one area where things are a bit
pedestrian is on the power play, where they are middle of the pack
(13th).
That may change now that Cale Makar has returned to the lineup,
following his injury absence. The Avs have had a rash of blue line injuries
this year, which is why 12 different defensemen have suited up to play at
least one NHL game for them this year. But when they get everybody
back, their 1-to-6 depth will be frightening. The way they control the puck
reminds you of the old USSR national teams, back in the 1980s.
A former NHL executive, who watches the Avs frequently, volunteered
this unsolicited observation: “You know who’s really impressed me on
that team this year? Nazem Kadri. I was never a Kadri fan. But I watch
him play now – he’s belligerent the way he’s always been, but he’s got
some skill and he’s showing it off. He’s an effective player because he
can score goals, but he also constantly finds guys in compromising
positions and whacks them. He’s a real pain in the ass – and I mean that
in a good way. His influence on the game can occur in many different
ways.”

Johansson looked vulnerable. The Coyotes got to him for two goals
early, two goals late and went three-for-three in the shootout. In theory,
Johansson may get sharper as he settles into the team. On the other
hand, is he someone you want to turn to at a critical moment in the
playoffs if you need to go to your second goaltending option? The answer
probably is no. Pavel Francouz can’t return soon enough.
If you’re looking for an example of a goaltender who took a few weeks to
settle into his new home, there may be no better current example than
Ilya Sorokin, the Islanders’ rookie goaltender, who arrived in North
America with great fanfare but looked nervous and unsure in his first
three NHL appearances, in which he surrendered 11 goals in three
games and posted three losses.
But what do you know? Sorokin only gave up 11 goals in his next eight
games, which translated into a 1.30 GAA and a .944 save percentage,
and made him the second rookie goalie this season, after Minnesota’s
Kaapo Kahkonen, to win eight games in a row.
The Islanders are the opposite of Colorado with two trusted options in
goal. Semyon Varlamov has been excellent this year as well with a 14-63 record. Between them, Sorokin and Varlamov have combined for five
shutouts.
The history of NHL playoffs is that teams usually ride a single goalie all
the way, and a lot of times, there’s a direct correlation between a goalie
that gets on a run and a team that wins a championship.
But last year was an outlier – almost every team turned to its second
goaltending choice somewhere in a playoff conducted in a bubble. Not
sure if that’s a trend, or a one-year aberration, but it just doesn’t seem as
if Colorado has quite enough there between the pipes. And for sure,
navigating the salary-cap waters to get a more significant upgrade is
vastly problematic. But impossible? We’ll see.
The nuances of officiating
Back in the 1980s, I was covering a world hockey championship
overseas and staying in the same hotel as one of the officials from
Canada who was working the tournament. We’d bump into each other
occasionally in the lobby and exchange greetings and I particularly
remember one time how he recapped a game he’d refereed that
afternoon.
It was between a couple of the tournament’s minnows and he’d assessed
each team three minor penalties apiece, none of which affected the
outcome of the game. In his mind, in the execution of a successfully
officiated game, there was a scale to consider – and he tried to ensure
that scale was balanced by the time the game ended.
I was struck by his admission because, after almost a decade of covering
the NHL, I was acutely aware that some referees “managed” a game, but
this was the first time I actually heard someone admit to it.

Kadri, interestingly, almost landed in Calgary two summers ago but nixed
a deal. You watch the Flames struggle now and you think: What Kadri
brings to the mix is almost exactly what they need – someone who plays
with an edge to supplement and support Matthew Tkachuk.

And this all a preface to this week’s incident, in which Tim Peel was
caught on a live microphone essentially saying he was making an evenup call against the Predators, presumably because he thought he owed
them one from earlier in the game.

“Kadri and Tkachuk would have been two skilled top six forwards, who
are not fun to play against,” the former executive said. “Usually, the guys
who aren’t fun to play against play in your bottom six. That would have
changed the Flames look for sure.”

The NHL reacted predictably. Peel, who was set to retire in a matter of
weeks, would not work any more games. It all sounded very decisive,
emphatic and high-minded, but the reality is, Peel’s career was winding
down anyway, so this wasn’t as risky as firing a referee in the prime of
his career, who blurted out something that everyone always assumed
was happening anyway.

But is the goaltending issue resolved?
Against Vegas, Colorado’s Philipp Grubauer won the goaltending duel
over Marc-Andre Fleury and as long as Grubauer stays healthy, the
Avalanche netminding looks solid. Earlier in the week, the Avs’
goaltending newcomer Jonas Johansson – who arrived via Buffalo for a
sixth-round pick in the sort of blockbuster we’ve grown accustomed to
this month — made his Colorado debut against Arizona and it didn’t go
well.

And of course, as with every hot-button topic that surfaces in the NHL,
it’s easy enough to identify a problem but far more challenging to come
up with a solution.
I used to be part of the crowd that would say, just call the rule book and
the problem goes away.
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Then one day, a veteran NHL official approached me and explained it’s
not always that easy. He asked: What do you do when you have to make
a call in a split second on something that’s half a penalty?
He explained the concept of “half a penalty” this way: Something
happens in the game, say, one player goes to check another and there’s
a little bit of a hook. But is it enough of a hook to warrant a two-minute
penalty? The problem is, it’s borderline – it’s half a penalty. You, as a
referee, are wavering. So, you let it go. What happens next is, play
continues, but now, if you’ve given a pass on one event in the game that
you believe is half a penalty, here comes another and now you feel
obliged to call a penalty on the second one.
It’s that issue of balancing the scales once again. Two half penalties
equal one whole penalty, right? Unhappily, no coach ever sees it that
way. In the first instance, Coach A is upset because he thinks you
missed a call. In the second, Coach B is upset because you overreacted
by calling something chintzy.
The bottom line, this official concluded, is you can’t win.
And that always struck me as a very persuasive explanation.
People want officiating to be a black-and-white exercise. They want it to
be without nuance. But that’s not the game. The game will never be
without nuance.
Sure, some calls are blatantly obvious and a blatantly obvious foul should
be called every single time, first period or third period, regular season or
playoffs. The problem is, not every foul is blatantly obvious, or easy to
detect and it’s the grey areas that muddy the waters.
Here’s another scenario my refereeing acquaintance raised, on the
subject of officials “managing” a game. Let’s say we’re halfway through
the third period of a game where one side is miles ahead and the game
is completely out of reach. Sometimes, in a one-sided game, tempers
flare and that’s the cue for two heavyweights to drop the gloves and get
involved in an altercation.
Often, when that happens, a referee will assess majors and misconducts,
even if the altercation doesn’t warrant it, in an effort to lower the
temperature of the game. Generally, no one objects when that happens –
even though technically, the penalty that’s being applied might be a gross
overreaction and doesn’t remotely fit the crime. But that’s a time when
“managing” a game might prevent injury or further idiocy, so we tacitly
accept it as a good thing. But it’s not exactly by the book either. It’s using
judgment that you theoretically develop over a career in the zebra
stripes.
What’s right? What’s wrong? Who knows? But anyone who believes
there’s an easy answer is just deluding themselves.
The Athletic LOADED: 03.27.2021
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The Athletic / Perfect NHL trade deadline fits? 9 deals proposed by NHL
executives that make sense for both teams

Pierre LeBrun and Thomas Drance
Mar 26, 2021

In preparation for a unique NHL trade deadline, we’ve asked our beat
writers to come up with trade proposals, we’ve asked our awesome
readers, too, but what about actual NHL team executives?
That’s what we did this week, asking front-office executives from across
the NHL to come up with a realistic trade scenario that they believe
would make sense ahead of April 12. Obviously, they were not coming

up with anything having to do with their own team, and they were granted
anonymity.
Here are nine team executives that got back to Pierre LeBrun and
Thomas Drance, to pitch their best, fair trade proposals that just make
sense for both teams at the trade deadline.
Team Executive Trade Proposal No. 1
Devils trade Kyle Palmieri to Islanders for Kieffer Bellows and a secondround pick
Executive rationale: Need to replace Anders Lee and I think he will. I
think they need that offence. I don’t think they want to rely on younger
guys. And Lou will extend him like he did with Pageau.
LeBrun analysis: This executive was short and sweet compared to some
of my other guys, but he probably comes up with the most perfect match.
Palmieri fits exactly what Islanders GM Lou Lamoriello is looking for. The
Isles don’t have their own second-round pick this year but can move
Colorado’s second-round pick they acquired in the Devon Toews deal.
Would the Isles move on from Bellows, 22, their 2016 first-round pick?
He would fit in well with the Devils’ age group.
Drance analysis: I like the deal a bit more for the Islanders, mostly
because Bellows is eligible to be included in the expansion draft and it’s
hard to see the Islanders protecting him. The Devils have way less
forward depth and can probably accommodate Bellows with one of their
seven protected slots for forwards. In what’s shaping up to be a slowmoving, depressed market for sellers; a late second and a recent firstround pick is a decent return for Palmieri, who is excellent but is having a
down season by his standards.
Team Executive Trade Proposal No. 2
Predators trade Mattias Ekholm to Jets for Mathieu Perreault, a 2021
first-round pick and Ville Heinola
Executive rationale: Ekholm to the Jets makes perfect sense if they can
make the money work. They have Perreault as an expiring deal for the
cap, so this would work if the Jets retain a bit to make the salaries match.
It’s still going to cost an additional first and a prospect, though, at least
Ville Heinola, or maybe a prospect like Cole Perfetti if Winnipeg doesn’t
want to give up the first (or if Nashville doesn’t want the first back). I think
they’d be nuts to trade Perfetti, but if you look at the Blake Coleman deal,
that’s the comparable return and should be the floor because Ekholm is
the better player.
LeBrun analysis: From a Jets’ perspective, I’d love to find a way to make
this deal happen by including Sami Niku instead of Ville Heinola but
obviously the Predators probably aren’t keen on that. It makes sense to
include Perreault to make the cap math work although don’t
underestimate Perreault’s value on that Jets’ fourth line and as a
teammate. I feel like the Predators get the better of the deal as proposed
above, but in the short term, can it lead to the Jets getting to the league
semifinals with Ekholm on board?
Plus, Thursday’s news that the 14-day Canadian quarantine has been
reduced to seven days is huge for Canadian team buyers, such as
Winnipeg.
Drance analysis: The Jets have elite goaltending and a really good group
of forwards, but they just can’t control play well enough with their current
defence corps. Ekholm would bump Josh Morrissey to the second pair,
where I think he’s better suited, and would give the Jets an above
average top-four group. I think everyone probably wins here, except the
Toronto Maple Leafs.
Team Executive Trade Proposal No. 3
Jets trade Adam Lowry and Dylan Samberg to Hurricanes for Jake Bean
and Morgan Geekie
Executive rationale: Carolina has severe expansion issues on the back
end. If they want to re-sign Dougie Hamilton, they might have to protect
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eight skaters and five of them are defencemen. Jordan Martinook is a
placeholder 3C and even though Adam Lowry is having a down year in
the faceoff circle, he still brings size and skating ability through the
middle. He is a pending UFA so they can take a look at him without
worrying about protecting him in the expansion draft. Similar to the Julien
Gauthier for Joey Keane trade, Carolina gets back Dylan Samberg, an up
and coming physical D who, unlike Bean, does not need expansion
protection.

plays 50 percent of the playoff games in any round, and if Colorado
advances to the league semifinals

Winnipeg receives Jake Bean and has an immediate opening for him to
play top-six minutes on their team. They won’t be able to afford Lowry as
a UFA so they bring in Geekie to play a similar role and control his rights.
Carolina may try to convince Winnipeg to take Jake Gardiner or Haydn
Fleury but neither hold value around the league and aren’t big enough
upgrades to trade their own 3C.

They have about $1.7 million of deadline cap space and Miller’s cap hit of
$1 million fits easily within that.

Winnipeg may ask for an additional forward back as they have the lowest
number of forward NHL contracts in the league and they would be in
trouble with any injuries during a playoff run. If they cannot get one
added into this deal, I’d expect they make a late draft pick trade for some
NHL cost-controlled forward depth.

Philipp Grubauer is still establishing himself as a legit, top tier starting
goalie. He only has 23 games of playoff experience. What’s more, if he
goes down, they are done without an experienced backup. Hunter Miska
and (newly acquired) Jonas Johansson are not the answer.

LeBrun analysis: This guy got serious in his details — that’s really fun.
But while I think this deal makes total sense from the Carolina end of
things, I just can’t see Winnipeg moving Lowry. Yes, I agree the Jets may
probably not be able to re-sign him this offseason. But Winnipeg has a
chance for a deep playoff run and it’s all hands on deck. They need
Lowry right to the end.
Drance analysis: My first reaction is that this feels like a very Winnipeg
trade. The spectre of free-agent departures has always hung over that
organization, and while Lowry seems to be their defensive conscience in
a lot of ways (and always elevates his game in the playoffs), I really like
how focused this prospective deal is on the long play from a Winnipeg
perspective. I think it’s a sensible deal for Carolina too, although I will not
be convinced that the Hurricanes answer to their third-line centre
question is in-house already in Martin Necas.
Team Executive Proposal No. 4
Predators trade Ekholm to Bruins for Jack Studnicka and a first-round
pick with Nashville retaining 25 percent of Ekholm’s salary
Executive rationale: Boston lost Zdeno Chara and Torey Krug, those
were significant factors for their team. Some of their younger D have
played well, but that’s a significant hole.
It’s going to take a first and a prospect to get Ekholm. I like Jack
Studnicka and I also like Jack Ahcan — he’s probably their top young
defensive prospect. They probably need Nashville to retain, but
everybody needs everybody to retain. How many teams are within a
million dollars of the salary cap? It’s 18 of 31 teams.
LeBrun analysis: Well, I think it’s going to take three assets, not just two,
to get Ekholm out of Nashville, in part because the Predators don’t have
to move him before the deadline. They can wait until after the expansion
draft in July when his value might potentially be higher if teams can
extend him one year out. So if you want him now, three assets I think, a
first-round pick, a top prospect and another asset. As such, I don’t think
that proposal above gets it done for Boston.
Drance analysis: Interesting how closely this Ekholm price mirrors our
hypothetical Ekholm trade package from Winnipeg. I’d be really curious
to know what package Nashville would prefer if both were tabled. The
proposed Bruins deal saves them more money this year, even if there’s a
lingering cost in 2021-22 with the retained salary, although with fans in
the building makes it an easier pill to swallow. I’d imagine the money
considerations are close enough that it would come down to which
prospect the Predators prefer between Studnicka and Heinola.
Team Executive Proposal No. 5
Ducks trade Ryan Miller to Avalanche for a conditional fourth-round pick
2021 or 2022 (Anaheim’s choice) that can improve to a third if Miller

Executive rationale: Getting injury info from teams is difficult. The guys I
spoke to on Pavel Francouz tell me that the Avs are “hoping” he’ll be
back and “think” he could be back for the playoffs. That sounds hopeful
to me and risky/dangerous if he isn’t ready to play for the playoffs.
Therefore, Colorado needs to acquire a legitimate backup goalie.

They have built a very strong team and have all the components required
for deep playoff success-size, speed, skill, grit, strength down the middle,
scoring from the wings, intelligent, mobile defence corps. Their Achilles’
heel is in the net, particularly if Francouz isn’t available in the playoffs.

With Cale Makar and Tyson Jost as RFAs and Gabriel Landeskog and
Brandon Saad as UFAs all coming up this summer, Joe (Sakic) can’t
take on any term on the acquired backup goalies. Again, Miller fits this
criteria.
They won’t have to give up a roster player to get, albeit a 40-year-old old
backup. That said, Miller has playoff experience, has played well this
season, knows and has evolved through the role of starter to backup so
he’ll be able to handle the starter role if need be but, be a sage and
supportive backup to Grubauer as the starter if he doesn’t get the chance
to play.
Petr Mrázek was dealt for a conditional fourth in 2018 and a conditional
third in 2019 but he was 26. The proposed conditional fourth is a fair
price for Colorado to add insurance to a strategic position and very good
value for Anaheim to receive in return. As we all know, Bob Murray loves
to collect picks and is rebuilding even though he won’t admit it publicly.
What’s more, assuming Colorado doesn’t get Francouz back, they have
to get a legit backup. They simply cannot afford not to give themselves
the added depth, particularly without losing anyone off their formidable
roster or handcuffing themselves with cap issues going forward. Subject
to the salary demands of the aforementioned free agents, it’s quite likely
that Colorado’s lineup looks different next season. The time is now to
make to push to win a Cup.
From a personal perspective, if Colorado can upgrade their goaltending I
believe they will be better than Vegas and can beat Vegas.
Right now I feel that Colorado is better down the middle, equal in the
power forward and scoring winger roles, have a better D corps and are
deeper than Vegas. Vegas has a solid lead in the quality and depth of
goaltending. As we know, goaltending can be the difference in winning
and losing a series so, as I see it, assuming Francouz isn’t available,
Colorado MUST do someone to shore up their goaltending.
LeBrun analysis: I feel like we owe this team executive a freelancer’s fee
for that long, detailed explanation of this proposed deal. He certainly
feels strongly about it. It’s interesting that he still feels the Avs need a
goalie even after trading for Johansson. It really comes down to the injury
prognosis on Francouz, which only the Avs truly know. Their goalies’
injuries helped derail their playoff run in the bubble last summer. I agree
with this team executive that getting more insurance in goal is probably
the move and why not Miller, a total pro who might love the chance to
join a team with a chance to win a Cup, since he’s never won one.
Drance analysis: I love the detail and the explanation here, and I think
the thinking is dead-on, particularly on the subject of how the Avalanche
and the Golden Knights match up. There’s a part of me that’s still
disappointed that Joel Kiviranta’s heroics denied us the chance to watch
that playoff series in the Edmonton bubble.
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All of that said, I’m not sure I love the target from a Colorado perspective.
Miller is one of the great goalies of the past 15 years, I love the freeform
style he played stubbornly (and successfully) in an era of robotic butterfly
netminders, and I really enjoyed covering him during his Vancouver
Canucks stint. I just can’t get around the fact that his save percentage
has fallen in four consecutive seasons, down to .880 this year. I like the
experience factor, for sure, but I’m not sure that Miller is a substantive
enough upgrade over Miska or Johansson to warrant this price. I wonder
if the Avalanche wouldn’t be better off targeting a guy like Scott
Wedgewood as their Michael Hutchinson replacement, at a similar price
point.
Executive Trade Proposal No. 6 and No. 7
No. 6: Predators trade Mikael Granlund to Maple Leafs for Alexander
Kerfoot, a 2021 second-round pick and prospect Filip Hållander
Executive rationale: The money on the players is almost the same but
Granlund is expiring and Kerfoot has two years left. So Toronto would
basically be paying a second-round pick for Granlund and then giving up
Hallander — or a similar mid-range prospect — as the price for taking
two years of Kerfoot’s money to give them more flexibility going forward
(and at the deadline).
No. 7: Predators trade Granlund to Toronto for a pick or prospect using a
third team broker that eats salary
Executive rationale: I think a few teams will be willing to play broker this
year and try to take advantage of their cap space in a tough market capwise. Granlund competes and could be a great add on their third line.
Could also play up if needed and can play all situations.
Or maybe the trade is for Kerfoot (get ahead of future cap issues). Since
Granlund is UFA and Kerfoot has two more years left, maybe some picks
involved, too. Seems like they are not getting what they expected from
Kerfoot.
Moving Kerfoot could get them ahead for future years even with
Granlund gone. They’ll need to re-sign Zach Hyman and I don’t think they
can afford to let him go. Hyman is too important to their team. The
quarantine issues in Canada could make it harder also.
LeBrun analysis: When I pressed this exec for which pick the Leafs
would have to give up he didn’t think it would be more than a mid-round
pick but he said that depended on where the market heads on rentals. I
will say there’s no way the Preds give up Granlund just for a mid-round
pick. It’s got to be a second-round pick in my mind. The rest of his
rationale all makes sense to me, either moving Kerfoot or using a third
team to accommodate Granlund’s $3.75 million AAV.
Drance analysis: And so we got through the Granlund to the Maple Leafs
section of the executive trade proposals!
I think a second is a big price for Granlund, but with so few sellers and so
little cap space — even Nashville, who is clearly not making the playoffs,
seems to be hedging — I don’t think it’s outrageous. I’d be stunned if
Toronto included Kerfoot in a deal like this. My sense is that the Maple
Leafs see an opportunity in the all-Canadian division and will be reluctant
to subtract a player like Kerfoot from their roster unless they’re clearing
space for an additional, big ticket deadline addition.
Executive Trade Proposal No. 8
Blue Jackets trade David Savard to Panthers for Vladislav Kolyachonok
and either a 2021 third-round pick or Serron Noel
Executive rationale: I think Florida would be in a position, if Columbus is
willing to do it, to trade for David Savard. They’d have to make some
room, but there’s familiarity with Billy Zito there and they do have the cap
space to do this. The Panthers are playing Gustav Forsling almost 20
minutes a night, and I’m not sure if they’ll want do that going into the
playoffs. From Columbus’ standpoint, I think they’d want to go after
Vladislav Kolyachonok, a second-round draft pick from a few years ago.
Columbus might want more though, so maybe a third-round pick or

another second-rounder from a previous year like Serron Noel as a
sweetener.
LeBrun analysis: As the executive said, Zito would certainly be familiar
Savard from his days as Jackets GM. What stops me fully endorsing this
proposal isn’t so much from Florida’s perspective but rather the fact the
Blue Jackets are still in the race, two points out at the time of writing this.
And would Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen want to flip Savard to a team
he might face in the playoffs in his own division if Columbus makes it?
Drance analysis: I like this one a lot for Florida. Savard seems like an
almost ideal for fit for Keith Yandle on a second pair, and the Panthers
have the cap space to make this move and another since they’re one of
the few playoff-bound teams with meaningful cap space. This would
balance out their defensive game, for me, and make a legitimate impact
in the middle of their defence corps. Sign me up for this one.
Luke Glendening. Raj Mehta / USA Today
Executive Trade Proposal No. 9
Red Wings trade Luke Glendening to Panthers for a second-round pick
Executive rationale: I think a good acquisition for the Florida Panthers
would be Luke Glendening of Detroit. Florida can use more experience in
the faceoff circle and this allows Noel Acciari to go play the right side
where he plays well. Florida is tied for 11th in the league in PK and is
19th in the league in faceoff percentage. Glendening is a strong penalty
killer and is a right-shot centre who is winning 63.9 percent of his
faceoffs. When your first two playoff series could very well be against
Carolina and Tampa, who have the top two power plays in the league,
you can certainly use improvements in both of these areas. Rolling out
Glendening to win faceoffs in the D-zone and on the PK is a major
upgrade for Florida. Florida really only uses two different forward units on
the PK so he will relieve some of the burden on those four players.
The acquisition cost should be a second-round pick, though I’m sure
Detroit would like a little more because of how good he is in each
situation and his reasonable contract ($1.8 million AAV, UFA). Character
player that is a good addition for any team and should be in demand at
the deadline.
LeBrun analysis: I do think Zito wants to throw some candy at his
surprising club for their efforts this season while not wanting to go crazy,
either, because he’s mindful of the bigger picture and where this program
is headed. But I would think he would want to grind down Detroit to giving
up a third-round pick instead if this trade proposal from a neutral exec
sparks any interest on Florida’s behalf.
Drance analysis: I know the numbers inclined among our readers will kill
this trade proposal, but honestly, it makes sense, especially for a Joel
Quenneville team. People might forget but when the Chicago
Blackhawks won their 2013 and 2015 Stanley Cups under Quenneville,
they did so with Marcus Krueger taking a huge proportion of their
defensive zone draws. Quenneville’s done that with Noel Acciari this
season and Acciari has fared well in that spot, but he’s also had to lean
on Aleksander Barkov to do that yeoman’s work a ton. If the Panthers
add Glendening, it would be more about taking some of the additional
load off Barkov than anything else.
The Athletic LOADED: 03.27.2021
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens get much-needed safety valve with Eric Staal
addition

Eric Engels
March 26, 2021, 8:17 PM
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MONTREAL -- It’s a reasonable price to pay for a parachute.
If that’s all Eric Staal ends up being for the Montreal Canadiens, a thirdand a fifth-round pick was well worth it -- especially with the Buffalo
Sabres retaining half of his prorated $3.25-million salary in the deal and
the Canadiens owning two more picks in both of those rounds in the
2021 draft. Because relying on 20-year-old Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 21-yearold Nick Suzuki and rookie Jake Evans up the middle made it so that if
veteran centre Phillip Danault went down, the season would go down
with him, and there’s far too much invested in this season to take such a
gamble.
This one feels like shoving in a stack with a guaranteed return; a sure
thing considering the cost and relatively low expectations.
Staal isn’t coming here to be an incarnation of his former self, to jump
into a first-line role and average close to 20 minutes a game. No, Staal is
here to be a fourth-line centre who potentially moves up the lineup if an
injury hits or if another centre is having a tough night. At worst, he’s
insurance. On most nights, he’ll just be a better depth option than what
the Canadiens already possessed.
And at his best?
“I think he’s a good two-way guy,” said an East Division executive we
connected with after Friday’s trade was announced. “He’s going to get
you more goals with Montreal than he would’ve with Buffalo, more of
them than people expect, and he’s a big body that can win pucks. I
mean, you can use that type of player on any line.
“I think he gives you more heaviness, without being a physical/killer type.
But he’s a heavy guy who’s smart with his puck protection, and if you
need him to get you some goals, he’ll get you some goals. If you need
him to be in a different role, he’ll do that, too.”
It was anticipated the six-foot-four, 207-pound former Stanley Cup winner
wasn’t likely to provide any of that for a team north of the border, at least
not as of two weeks ago, when Elliotte Friedman reported he would
probably remain in the United States if traded.
But the 36-year-old Staal waived his 10-team no-trade list to accept the
deal to Montreal, and it’s assumed the Canadian government softening
its quarantine laws -- albeit, not formally as this is being typed -- helped
him change his mind.
Then again, perhaps with the way things have gone with the Sabres,
losers of 16 consecutive games, he’d have taken a one-way ticket to
literally anywhere else.
Still, Staal will wear the stench of a three-goal, 10-point, minus-20 output
over 32 games with Buffalo, at least until he washes it out and shows
something different in bleu, blanc et rouge.
“I’m not even looking at that,” said a long-time West Division scout.
“Buffalo has been a total tire fire, and I don’t think Staal has just lost it
completely after his last three seasons with the Wild. I watched him a ton
there and, even if he’s not quite the same player, he can’t have fallen off
as much as the numbers with the Sabres suggest he has.”
The Canadiens will have to hope that’s true. Staal had 19 goals and 47
points in 66 games in Minnesota last season, and that was after he
produced 22 goals and 52 points in 81 games in 2018-19 and 42 goals
and 76 points in 82 games during the 2017-18 season. If he’s a fraction
as good as that, even a smidgen as good as the guy who captained the
Carolina Hurricanes for years and was a dominant player as part of the
gold-medal winning Canadian team at the 2010 Vancouver Olympics,
he’ll be much better than he was in Buffalo.
And that’s all the Canadiens really need from Staal, as he centres fellow
Triple Gold Club member Corey Perry and whoever else remains on
Montreal’s bottom line. They don’t need more as he spots in for some
power-play duty and a faceoff win here or there in the defensive zone.

Granted, Staal has only won 48 per cent of his draws this season and is
at 49.1 per cent over his 1,272-game career. But the Canadiens are 24th
in the NHL in the category and they won’t do worse with him in the fold.
Remaining Time -2:01
Will the Canadiens make more moves after Staal deal?
Now the question is: What else does Canadiens general manager Marc
Bergevin have cooking?
We suspect it’s more than one thing. And yes, we know what he said on
Thursday.
“We have no cap space, so it’s money in, money out,” Bergevin stated,
just 24 hours before not trading any money off the books in the deal to
acquire Staal at half-pay.
“Expectation to do something at the deadline is probably very unlikely,”
he added, and there might be more truth in that than he intended.
Because the Canadiens might move again well before April 12. They
currently have $486,095 in cap space, and that’s with Paul Byron and his
$3.4-million cap hit on the taxi squad while the team is idle through
Monday due to their activities being suspended by the league after one of
their players tested positive for the variant of COVID-19. That’s not even
enough to get Cole Caufield, the highly-touted prospect whose season
ended just minutes after the Staal trade was consummated, signed to his
entry-level contract.
That Bergevin wasn’t prepared to meet with media Friday to discuss the
Staal trade -- or plans for Caufield, the 15th overall pick in the 2019 Draft
who had 30 goals and 52 points in 31 games -- only lends to speculation
that he’s got more cooking to free up some much-needed space.
For what it’s worth, Caufield’s coach at Wisconsin, former NHLer Tony
Granato, said he feels Caufield authored one of the greatest seasons
ever seen in the NCAA and that the sophomore should be a shoo-in for
the Hobey Baker Award as the top collegiate hockey player of the year.
Granato, who was shell-shocked after his fourth-seeded Badgers were
upset 6-3 by unranked Bemidji State Friday, also didn’t exactly soft-sell
his belief that Caufield is already prepared to be an impact player in the
best league in the world.
“He’s going to get a call, I’m sure, from his agent and from Montreal real
soon,” Granato said. “The Canadiens watched him play this year, the
scouts all watched him play this year, so they have a plan. I don’t know
that plan. I’m assuming that plan is to try to get him up there as fast as
they can, so he’ll have to answer to some calls really quick.”
In the event the Canadiens can’t clear enough space to sign Caufield
immediately -- and they might have to wait a few days until he’s ready
anyway, since he said after Friday’s devastating loss, in which he scored
two goals and an assist, that he might take a few -- they could potentially
bring the 21-year-old to Montreal to quarantine and then sign him at any
point after that. They’ll accrue more space by the day in managing their
roster and taxi squad and there’s no clock ticking on having him put pen
to paper, with Caufield being on the team’s reserve list to enable him to
sign and play with the Canadiens post-trade deadline.
Whether he does or not, the move for Staal made Montreal a better team
on Friday. At worst, it provided the Canadiens with a much-needed safety
valve in the middle of their roster -- and only for a pittance.
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.27.2021
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Sportsnet.ca / New Flames structure failing to generate necessary
urgency
The Winnipeg Jets won their third straight game with a 3-2 win over the
Calgary Flames to open a three-game set.
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Eric Francis
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The coach called some of his players dopey and blamed several bad
penalties on the loss.
Fact is, the minutiae of the Calgary Flames’ latest in a string of four
losses is irrelevant, as it’s just a slightly different spin on the same old
story of late.
How they lost is secondary to figuring out how this group can possibly
keep the faith -- not just that it can pull off a miracle to get back into the
playoff race, but that it can somehow find ways to score goals again
under their new structure.
A 3-2 loss Friday to a formidable Winnipeg squad puts the Flames' goal
tally at four over their last four outings, leaving them four points back of
fourth-place Montreal, which has four games in hand.
At a scoring clip like that Jacques Plante couldn’t save this bunch.

down a goal, which is unfortunate. The urgency is there when we’re
down a goal but you have to have the strength and mental toughness to
play through that. You don’t always have the lead.”
Illustrating his point is the fact the Flames had just 13 shots on goal after
two periods before perking up for the third period with a level of
desperation missing in the opening 40.
Sutter has certainly fixed the team’s glaring work ethic issues since he’s
arrived, but the trade-off is that an increased demand on details appears
to be affecting the creativity and finish of a team that rarely looks
dangerous offensively anymore.
The Flames, who are now 4-5 under Sutter, host Winnipeg again
Saturday and Monday.
“Lose another one-goal game,” said a pensive Lucic, whose post-game
body language understandably suggested this team is out of answers
and, likely, hope.
“It sucks because we’re running out of time and running out of games.
We’ve got to start getting in the win column if we’re going to have any
sort of chance.”
To do that they'll have to figure out how to get it in the net first.

Both Flames goals came from redirects two feet from the goal line, on a
night when the Flames had just five high danger scoring chances.
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Don’t pay attention to the score -- this one wasn’t close.
Perhaps the game -- and the Flames' situation these days -- was best
summed up by a solid opening eight minutes in which the Flames only
managed to muster a single shot on goal.
Their anemic offence, which is now based around winning puck battles
following dump-ins, isn’t generating any semblance of sustained pressure
of late.
“You’ve got to play with pace,” said Sutter when asked about how his
players can maintain belief in a system they haven’t had any success
with of late. “The system, all it is, is faster than the one they were playing,
and that’s difficult to grasp. It has nothing to do with anything else. The
scoring chances were on the forecheck and very little on the rush, which
indicates the puck isn’t moving fast enough or some of our players
aren’t.”
Yet, there were the Flames, fighting back from a 2-0 second intermission
deficit, to make it interesting after Milan Lucic had one pinball off him and
Josh Morrissey in the crease with 13 minutes left.
With eight minutes remaining Lucic was whistled for boarding Mason
Appleton, drawing attention from Neal Pionk, who was promptly decked
by a Lucic right hand.
While Lucic served four minutes in the box Jacob Markstrom complicated
comeback efforts by firing the puck into the stands for a delay of game
penalty that gave one of the NHL’s best power plays an easy five-onthree goal by Paul Stastny.
That goal stood as the game-winner, as a Matthew Tkachuk goal with the
goalie pulled and two minutes remaining, created a façade this one was
a nail biter.
Not in the least.
“The five-on-three is clearly the difference in the game,” said Sutter, who
could be seen behind the bench vehemently disagreeing with the extra
roughing call Lucic received.
“Obviously tonight the difference is we took a dumb high sticking penalty
(by Dillon Dube) and they scored on it right away (10 minutes into the
game), then we took a shoot it out of play for a five-on-three.
“We had some real dopey players in the first period -- it cost us the
game. We had some dopey players who didn’t wake up until we were

Sportsnet.ca / NHL Rookie Notebook: Stars' Robertson shining brighter
by the day
Filip Gustavsson talked about calling his parents after playing goal for the
Senators, saying he woke them up with the call and they had no idea he
had played.

Emily Sadler
March 26, 2021, 4:13 PM

Every week throughout the 2020-21 season, we're highlighting a handful
of rookie performances and milestones from around the league.
Robertson looks ready to challenge for rookie scoring title
The Dallas Stars debuted a line Thursday night against Tampa Bay so
fun and so productive that Stars writer Saad Yousuf of The Athletic
dubbed it the “SuperLine.”
The line was the result of head coach Rick Bowness putting his top three
forwards together: Joe Pavelski, Roope Hintz, and rookie Jason
Robertson, who's been a revelation in Dallas and should get serious
Calder Trophy consideration as this season progresses.
So super was this line that it produced three of Dallas' goals in a 4-3 win
over the reigning Cup champs. The Lightning simply had no answer for
the trio, which left the rink Thursday with a combined eight shots on goal
and eight individual points. Robertson registered a goal and an assist in
the matchup, marking his third straight game with at least one point.
In 25 games this season, Robertson has tallied five goals and 15 assists
for 20 points, which has him sitting second only to Minnesota's Kirill
Kaprizov (27 points) in the league's rookie scoring race. Among his
Dallas teammates, he has the second-most assists and third-most points
(tied in both categories with defenceman John Klingberg).
Perhaps the funnest thing about Robertson's game right now is that you
can see him getting more and more comfortable, shining brighter and
brighter as the season goes on. Take the past week, for example, which
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saw him average nearly 20 minutes of ice time and put up 19 shots over
five games — much more than during any other stretch.
A lot of his success is thanks to his undeniable chemistry with Hintz, with
whom he's been paired a lot this season. His growing confidence was
evident Thursday night, when the duo was joined by an elite veteran like
Pavelski.
“If you watch them, Roope is skating well and Robo [Robertson] has
found his game and found his confidence with the puck and they are
smart players,” Pavelski told reporters following Thursday's game (quote
via Yousuf). “So it was just inserting myself and keeping up."
Smith has Devils poised for bright future
It hasn't been an easy season for the New Jersey Devils, but there are
bright days ahead thanks to a young core that's really beginning to
blossom. A huge part of that is defenceman Ty Smith. The 2018 firstrounder just turned 21 on Wednesday and is celebrating his birthday
week with five points (all assists) in five games, in addition to a current
three-game point streak he'll look to extend Friday against Washington.
He leads the Devils in assists (16) and ranks second in overall points (18
-- just one shy of Pavel Zacha's team-leading 19). The top rookie
rearguard in the league by a pretty wide margin at this point, Smith is tied
with Kaprizov of the Wild for the most assists by a rookie, and is tied with
Senators centre Josh Norris for the fourth-most points.
Wahlstrom bringing spark to Islanders' offence

While Nedeljkovic hasn't exactly emerged out of nowhere — he's a
second-rounder, after all — he's been in the Hurricanes' system since
2014 and it felt unclear at times if he would in fact step into an NHL role.
The 25-year-old had a combined six appearances across three seasons
prior to this one, and this time around he's really looking NHL-ready.
Twelve games into his 2020-21 campaign, Nedeljkovic has an 8-2-2
record, a 2.05 goals-against average, .929 save percentage, and two
shutouts. He hasn't lost in regulation all month (seven starts in March),
and is quickly climbing the leaderboard. That save percentage is the best
among all rookie netminders with 10-plus starts this season.
After his eighth win Thursday night, he's now wanted in Columbus for
robbery:
The Hurricanes are looking poised for a post-season run, and they might
just have the right combination in the crease this time around.
Senators' Gustavsson the latest to seize the crease in Ottawa
When it comes to unlikely heroes seizing the crease, the Ottawa
Senators are basically writing the book on that. Following the incredible
performance (and unfortunate injury) of Joey Daccord earlier this month,
the Senators brought in another rookie netminder: Filip Gustavsson. The
22-year-old got his first career NHL start Monday against the Flames,
and stopped 35 of 36 shots for his first career win.
Two nights later, he backstopped the Senators to yet another victory over
the Flames -- again, letting just a single puck past him for another victory.

Winners of three straight and eight of their last 10 games, the New York
Islanders are sitting atop the powerful East Division and show no signs of
slowing. While solid goaltending, shot suppression, a masterclass in
coaching and lockdown defending are so often their keys to victory,
they've got a rookie jump-starting things on offence: Oliver Wahlstrom.
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The 20-year-old got nine games worth of experience last season, but
ultimately didn't stick. This time, he's clearly here to stay and a point
streak has him climbing up the rookie scoring race. A five-game point
streak that began March 16 has seen him score four goals and add a pair
of assists. This is actually his second five-game point streak this season - he registered three goals and three assists over a handful of games
from Feb. 22 to March 2.

Sportsnet.ca / Oilers goalie Mike Smith as unique a presence as he is a
talent

Wahlstrom's nine goals on the season marks the third-highest total for
NHL rookies right now, and his 16 points in 27 games rank him sixth.

Mark Spector

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what
they think about it.
Of course, we cannot talk about the Islanders without also highlighting
the performance of rookie goaltender Ilya Sorokin. It's tough to stand out
amongst this strong crop of rookie netminders we have this year, but
Sorokin is doing just that with his stellar win streak.
Considering the strong play of Semyon Varlamov (14-6-3, 2.20 GAA,
.923 SV% in 23 starts), New York can afford to be conservative with
Sorokin and set him up for success, and that approach has clearly been
working incredibly well. After losing his first three starts, all in January,
the 25-year-old has put up eight consecutive wins, six of which have
come this month as he sees more and more time in the blue paint.
Among rookie netminders with at least 10 appearances, Sorokin has the
best goals-against average (1.97) and second-best save percentage
(.922).
The goalie with the best save percentage? He's over in Carolina...
Nedeljkovic emerges at right time for Hurricanes
Between Kevin Lankinen in Chicago, Vitek Vanecek in Washington, and
the Ottawa Senators' rookies, we've had no shortage of great surprise
goaltending performances this season. Currently in the midst of a
remarkable run with the Carolina Hurricanes, we can officially add Alex
Nedeljkovic to that list.
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Dave Tippett talks about how the Edmonton Oilers will use their practices
with an unexpected week off and how they will try to maximize their time
for the rest of the season.

March 26, 2021, 1:02 PM

EDMONTON — The surname Smith goes back to Anglo-Saxon times —
the 5th century — meaning “one who works in metal.” Alas, it seems
Mike Smith was destined for the pipes.
Surnames. They tell us nothing at times, everything at others.
Like when you begin to research the season that the NHL’s eldest No. 1
goalie is having, and the surnames that show up as comparables are
names like Worsley, Hasek, Plante, Bauer and Luongo. That is how well
Smith — who turned 39 on Monday — is playing at this advanced age,
carrying a .922 save percentage (seventh among NHL starters) into this
two-game, first-place showdown between the Edmonton Oilers and the
Toronto Maple Leafs.
But enough about his game.
Fun Fact: More than 8,000 men — 7,297 skaters and 823 goalies —
have played in the National Hockey League since its inception. Guess
how many have shared the name Mike Smith?
The answer: Zero.
Seventy three NHLers surnamed Smith over the years. Only one of them
a Mike — even though “Smith” has been the most popular last name in
Canada for the past century, and “Michael” was the most popular name
for boys in the 80s, when Smith was born.
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Unique? Oh, he’s unique.
“I can tell you one thing about Shmitty,” said his head coach Dave
Tippett, the one person who adds an ‘h’ into his goalie’s nickname. “I’ve
been coaching for a long time, and I had him as a young player drafted in
Dallas. There are maybe two or three guys that I would classify as the
best athletes I’ve ever coached. He is one of them.”
“If he didn’t play hockey, he would have been a Major League Baseball
player,” said old friend and mentor Marty Turco. “He was a tremendous
(fastball) catcher. An all-star? A Hall of Famer? I don’t know, but he
would have been a major-leaguer. That’s just a fact for me.”
Like that old Islander, Battlin’ Billy Smith, the Oilers netminder will bring
his fiery persona into a big game on Hockey Night in Canada Saturday,
with a ridiculous level of confidence that has infused an Edmonton roster
that needs a little help with looking like it expects to win.
“I know we’re not the youngest team anymore, but sadly we haven’t had
that much experience at winning so far,” began Leon Draisaitl, a fiveyear-old tyke in Cologne when Smith was drafted in 2001. “It helps
having guys who have done it before, who have gone on long runs and
been on successful, good hockey teams. He just brings an upbeat, loud
voice that guys listen to.

“He’s like, ‘No,’” Smith recalls. “He said, ‘You don’t show the other team
that you’re rattled. You don’t show your teammates that it bothered you.’
So that’s stuck with me for the past 14-plus years. The stuff you’re doing
that makes you successful? You don’t stop doing it because you made a
mistake.”
Ironically, Smith was Plan B for Oilers GM Ken Holland last summer, who
went back to Smith last fall only after his primary free agent — Jacob
Markstrom — chose the Calgary Flames. So competitive is Smith that
Holland might claim he never wanted Markstrom at all. He just wanted
Smith thinking he had something to prove every time the Oilers played
Calgary.
He’s been the better goalie more nights than not versus Calgary, going 31 with a .915 save percentage compared to Markstrom’s 2-3 and .844
versus the Oilers this season.
“Just keep improving on my craft,” said Smith, whose points percentage
is currently the best of any 38-year-old season in NHL history — just
ahead of Gump Worsley. “At my age I want to find ways to improve every
year.
“All at the tender age of 39,” said Turco, who still lives in Dallas. “I try to
watch every time I can. He really does make me proud.”

“Smitty brings a lot of swagger, a lot of experience to our table.”
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Floyd Smith once said, “I have nothing to say and I’m only going to say it
once.”
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Yeah, that’s not Mike Smith’s thing.
Smith is six-foot-five, 220 pounds and can be as intimidating as you’d
like. He’s got something to say, and if it doesn’t get heard he’ll say it
again.
Like the time Turco was in the passenger seat of his Hummer H2, sitting
in the driveway, and Smith had a few more words for him before Turco
left. So he pulled Turco out for a chat — through the sun roof — “by the
scruff of my neck,” recalls Turco.
In Smith, Turco found a protégé, after the gangly goalie arrived in Dallas
as a fifth-round pick with most of four pro seasons completed.
“A little more raw on the refined skills, but just a fun-lovin’ guy who
wanted to have success and play hard,” said Turco. “I saw a lot of talent
and leadership qualities within him. I knew we had something special.”
He also has a head of hair that comes at you right out of 1983. A
Kingston, Ont., native, Smith’s long, curly mane is more tragic than Hip.
“Always tried to get to do something more with his hair,” lamented Turco.
“He looks great with short hair, but I think he thinks his ears are too big. I
don’t.”
Today, Smith — who married and raises four children with former
Canadian national team skier Brigitte Acton — might just be the best
puck-handling goalie in the game. That he was drafted by a team where
Turco was the starter was pure fortune, as Turco was also a champ with
the puck on his blade.
“We tried to tone him down on the ice in terms of playing the puck,” Turco
said. “He could really throw it hard and far, but I tried to (impart) that
playing the puck wasn’t just a skill, but it was part of the winning formula.
We worked on it all the time, to integrate it within the team concepts.
Slowly but surely, he figured it out.”
Like Steve Smith, any goalie who wanders as much as this one is not
unfamiliar with own goals. But it is persistence that has bought Smith 15
NHL seasons, with no end in sight.
“One of my first games in Dallas, I came out of my net and made a
mistake,” Smith said. “Then there was a dump shortly after that I didn’t
retrieve, that I probably could have. The next TV timeout, I’ll never forget
it: I went to the bench, Marty looked at me and said, ‘Why didn’t you go
get that dump?’ I’m like, ‘Well, I didn’t want to make another mistake.’

Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' Keefe likes what he sees from Galchenyuk
on film
Sheldon Keefe joins HC to discuss what Jason Spezza has brought to
this team, says apart from his intangibles, personality and experience
that help bring the guys together, he's found a way to adjust his game
and contribute a bunch on the ice too.

Mike Johnston
March 26, 2021, 3:05 PM

Alex Galchenyuk has only played three games with the Toronto Maple
Leafs but head coach Sheldon Keefe has liked what he has seen thus
far.
Keefe said Friday during an appearance on Hockey Central that
Galchenyuk’s performance in Thursday’s 3-2 overtime victory over
Ottawa didn’t necessarily jump out at him during the game, but he was
impressed with what he saw when studying the film.
“I’ve been watching the video on the plane last night and again this
morning and you actually see he was quite involved in a lot of different
things that helped (John Tavares) and (William Nylander) and that line
go,” Keefe said.
Galchenyuk made his Leafs debut last week after being acquired from
the Carolina Hurricanes in a February trade and has one assist in three
games with Toronto.
“So much work is done through the video because it’s where you can
really slow the game down and it moves at a different pace on the bench
that you can miss so many things so it’s important we have that video,”
Keefe added.
Two other players whose impact on the team is evident both on film and
in the dressing room are Wayne Simmonds and Jason Spezza. Keefe
also touched on those veteran forwards.
“The energy that he has about him, the competitor that he is, all things
we wanted to bring into our dressing room,” Keefe said of Simmonds. “I
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think he started to develop some really great confidence in his own game
and was really starting to solidify himself on our team in in our dressing
room. … Unfortunately, he had an unlucky and terrible injury that slowed
him down and he’s fighting his way back here now but that’s probably the
biggest thing.”
Simmonds missed six weeks and the team went 10-7-1 without him.
“When we lost him, it felt different in our room,” Keefe said. “It felt
different on the bench and we had to challenge other people to step up in
those areas, so it’s nice to have him back here now. Between he and
Jumbo (Joe Thornton) and Zach Bogosian, these guys that have got
great personality and energy to them. Then you talk about the poise of
T.J. Brodie that he brings and the consistency he has every day, these
additions have been very important for us.”
You can hear in the video at the top of the page Keefe’s thoughts on the
various intangibles Spezza brings to the team.
The Maple Leafs have won two in a row after dropping six of seven
games earlier in March. They are set to host the Oilers Friday and
Sunday. Toronto is 5-1-1 against Edmonton so far this season.
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