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Carolina Hurricanes fight past Tampa Bay Lightning in Central Division battle  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes would like to play the Tampa Bay 
Lightning again at PNC Arena this season, and the only way 
that’s happening is if they meet in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

That would be something to see, especially if it was like 
Saturday’s intense, hard-fought game. 

The Canes and Lightning matched up for their final regular-
season game at PNC Arena as the two Central Division 
leaders went at it for 60 minutes. The Canes emerged with a 
4-3 comeback victory before an announced crowd of 4,433, 
moving to within one point of the Lightning for the division 
lead. 

Martin Necas, quickly becoming an emerging star in the 
league, was at his flashy best against the 2020 Stanley Cup 
champions. The winger had two goals and two assists, twice 
scoring on power plays and giving the Canes (23-7-3) a 4-3 
lead at 16:07 of the third with a blast from the right circle. 

“He stepped up for us tonight, for sure,” Canes center 
Sebastian Aho said. 

Aho did the same with a goal and assist. Cedric Paquette 
scored for the second straight game for Carolina and his 
second this season against his former team. His early 
second-period breakaway and score on Andrei Vasilevskiy 
got the Canes started. 

The Canes took a 3-2 lead into the third, but the Lightning 
(24-8-2) scored 22 seconds into the third to tie it on a 
Mathieu Joseph goal. But Necas’ second power-play goal 
was the winner as defenseman Dougie Hamilton extended 
his point streak to 14 games with an assist. 

“Coming out for the third with the lead and right away they 
get a goal, that could have been deflating, but these guys 
just keep playing,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Brind’Amour said this week that nothing seems to faze his 
team. It didn’t Saturday, even after the Lightning bolted to a 
2-0 lead early in the first period on goals by Blake Coleman 
and Pat Maroon. 

The Canes’ response? Paquette scored against his former 
team again, and Aho scored his 15th of the season. Necas 

had his goal and both assists in the second period as 
Carolina took a 3-2 lead. 

“Shift after shift we played our own game and we competed 
hard,” Aho said. “It was a good game by us even if the start 
wasn’t ideal. How we responded was a great team effort.” 

Canes goalie James Reimer was beaten on a Coleman 
redirection and then allowed a soft goal to Maroon when he 
couldn’t glove a slow-moving puck in the crease. 

Reimer steadied after the first two goals. Joseph beat him 
with a quick, top-shelf shot but Reimer had 19 saves. It also 
helped that the Canes limited the Lightning’s chances, 
limiting Tampa Bay to 11 shots in the final two periods — 
four in the third. 

With COVID restrictions eased by Gov. Roy Cooper, the 
Canes were able to bring in more fans for Saturday’s game. 

“Right away when we first came out I felt like, ‘Wow, we’ve 
got a hockey game here.’ There was a lot of energy,” 
Brind’Amour said.  

Injury update 

Center Vincent Trocheck took part in the morning skate 
Saturday at PNC Arena, at times jumping into line rushes. 
But Brind’Amour said Trocheck, who has been sidelined with 
an upper-body injury, would miss an eighth straight game, 
saying he did not know when Trocheck would return to the 
lineup. 

“That’s a medical question and you’ve got to pass a bunch of 
tests and hurdles and things,” Brind’Amour said. “Right now 
it’s encouraging that he’s out there, because whenever he 
does get the green light he can probably get right into it. 
That’s the good news. But I can’t tell you when that might 
be.” 

Forward Teuvo Teravainen (concussion) did some skating 
on his own Saturday. Petr Mrazek took part in the morning 
skate as the third goalie. 

Brind’Amour said with the loss of Teravainen and Trocheck 
the Canes are missing “two huge parts” of the team.  

“That doesn’t get talked about enough, for me,” he added. 
“That’s a big huge hole that’s there.”
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Necas’ 4-point night leads Hurricanes past Lightning 

Carolina moved atop the NHL standings with its win 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Hurricanes trailed by two goals early but rallied back and 
won late in regulation on Martin Necas’ second goal and 
fourth point of the night in a 4-3 win Saturday at PNC Arena. 
The victory pushed Carolina into first in the NHL in points 
percentage. 

Cedric Paquette and Sebastian Aho also scored for the 
Hurricanes. 

Three Thoughts 

1. Beating the Lightning is hard on any night. The Hurricanes 
did it despite spotting Tampa Bay two goals. 

First, Lightning forward Blake Coleman beat Jordan 
Martinook to the front of the Carolina net and redirected a 
Jan Rutta shot past James Reimer (19 saves) to make it 1-0. 
Then Reimer misplayed a loose puck that he thought he had 
covered and Patrick Maroon banged it in to give Tampa a 2-
0 lead before the game was even six minutes old. 

The Hurricanes, however, got up off the canvas — and 
Necas came up punching. 

Necas had four points on the night, factoring in on all of 
Carolina’s goals. That included three points in a second 
period in which the Hurricanes turned their early deficit into a 
3-2 lead, and he added the game-winner on the power play 
with under four minutes left for the second four-point game of 
his career. 

“It was definitely a tough start,” Necas said. “I don’t think we 
played that bad in the first period … maybe didn’t have a little 
luck. But the second period we started playing really well, we 
got some power plays, and we just turned the game around.” 

Necas assisted on the first two goals — saucering a pass to 
Paquette on his goal and starting the sequence that led to 
some nifty passing with his linemates on Aho’s score — then 
scored the Hurricanes’ final two. 

2. Speaking of Paquette, he has now scored in two straight 
and continues to be a nuisance for opponents — even when 
it’s his old team. He played just 6:21 on Saturday but made 
an impact. 

“He’s in a tough spot because I don’t play him that much,” 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “You know, I probably could 
play more. But every shift that he goes out there, he gives it 
everything he has. And whether he scores or not, it’s just 
he’s noticeable and a great teammate. The guys really, really 
appreciate how he plays.” 

As for his goal, Paquette didn’t overthink his breakaway 
against former teammate Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

“Vasy takes breakaway after every morning skate and I don’t 
score on him,” Paquette said. “I just told myself I’m not going 
to try what I did in practice and just try to shoot through him, 
and it worked.” 

3. The Hurricanes got their fourth straight power play since 
the midway point of the game after a tripping call on 
defenseman Andreas Borgman with 4:21 left. Necas scored 
the go-ahead goal on the final one, so it was no surprise 
when Jesper Fast was called for a trip 88 seconds later to 
give the Lightning a chance to tie it. 

What was surprising is Tampa coach Jon Cooper didn’t pull 
Vasilevskiy (36 saves) to give his team a two-man 
advantage, waiting as time ticked away and then unable to 
do so as Carolina stymied the Lightning on entry after entry. 

The Lightning managed just two shots by Victor Hedman, 
both blocked by Hurricanes penalty killers, and in losing 
surrendered the top spot in the league to Carolina. 

Number To Know 

.742 — The Hurricanes’ point percentage on the season 
after improving to 23-7-3, moving them past the Lightning for 
the best record in the NHL. Tampa Bay, with 50 points, is still 
one point ahead of Carolina, but the Hurricanes have a game 
in hand. 

They Said It 

“I was just buzzing around. I tried to wait for somebody to get 
open, but it was first lap, second lap, and I was like, ‘should 
probably pass it to somebody.’” 

— Hurricanes forward Martin Necas on the two laps he took 
around the Tampa Bay zone during a first-period sequence. 

Plus 

Martin Necas, Hurricanes forward — With superstars all over 
the ice, Necas was the best player in PNC Arena. He 
finished with two goals and two assists, but he also hit two 
posts while finishing with 10 shot attempts — including six on 
goal. 

“I think he’s never lacked for confidence,” Brind’Amour said. 
“I think he’s been, from day one, always trying to make plays, 
and we encourage it. But I think now there’s a little more 
understanding of when and where to make plays. 

“And you can see, too, he’s mature. He’s physically a little 
stronger, which I think goes a long way to having your own 
confidence in what’s going on.” 
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Like Brind’Amour, Aho said the things Necas is doing aren’t 
unexpected. 

“I would not say surprised, but definitely a fun guy to play 
with.” 

Paquette saw a little bit of Necas as an opponent last season 
but certainly has an appreciation for his play now. 

“He’s been unreal lately. He’s good,” Paquette said. “He’s 
got some skills, got a crazy shot, and he’s got confidence 
right now, so it’s great for us.” 

Minus 

Morgan Geekie, Hurricanes center — Like most of the 
Hurricanes, Geekie lost the possession battle against the 
Lightning. He finished with just a 22.2% Corsi For, was on 
the ice for two goals against and was held without a shot 
attempt in 8:26 of ice time. He was also part of a second 
power play unit that managed just three shot attempts and 
one shot on goal in 2:40 of man-advantage time.

 

 

Recap: Necas Leads Canes Past Lightning 

Necas equals career high with four points (2g, 2a) 

By Michael Smith 

Martin Necas equaled a career best with a four-point 
performance to lead the Carolina Hurricanes to a 4-3 victory 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

"Both teams played hard, right? The games are intense. The 
further the season goes, every game is huge. That's the 
defending champs, so obviously it was quite a challenge for 
us. I'm proud of how we responded," Sebastian Aho said. "It 
was a great team effort." 

The Difference 

Martin Necas has been a breakout performer for the Canes 
this season, and with each passing game, each elite 
playmaking pass and each highlight reel goal, you're seeing 
him develop into a star. 

Necas factored in on all four goals and equaled a career high 
with four points, including two goals on the power play, one 
of which was the game winner. 

"He's a great player. He's got all the skill in the world. The 
way he skates is pretty impressive. He's a fun player to play 
with. I feel like we kind of think the game the same way," Aho 
said. "He stepped up for us tonight, for sure." 

Necas already had two assists in the second period before 
he added a third point - the third straight game in which he's 
scored a goal - to put the Canes ahead 3-2 on the power 
play. 

Andrei Svechnikov's shot deflected off Aho in the slot, and 
Necas pounced on the loose puck to fire it past Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. 

The Lightning scored just 22 seconds into the third period to 
tie the game at three, and Necas came up big again. On a 
power play with a little less than four minutes to play in 
regulation, Necas stepped up and, from the top of the right 

circle rifled a wrist shot through Jordan Staal's screen in front 
and past Vasilevskiy. 

"I don't think he's ever lacked confidence. From day one, 
he's always trying to make plays. We encourage it, and now 
there's a little more understanding of when and where to 
make plays. He's matured, and physically, he's a little 
stronger," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It's just his 
maturity physically. He's always had the confidence." 

With 17 points (7g, 10a) in 10 games this month, that 
confidence is only going to keep building. 

Fist Bumps 

Responding 

Even though they trailed the Lightning 2-0 after the first 
period, the Canes didn't have a bad opening 20 minutes. 
Tampa Bay was quicker off the draw and got a couple of 
bounces to go their way early, but the Canes settled in and 
had some looks. The best scoring opportunity belonged to 
Necas, of course, a glorious rebound chance that Vasilevskiy 
denied with his right toe. 

In the intermission, the Canes took a breath, made a few 
adjustments and came out and played their game. 

"Shift after shift, we played our own game," Aho said. "We 
competed hard. It was a good game by us, even though the 
start wasn't ideal." 

Cedric Paquette got the Canes on the board about two-and-
a-half minutes into the second period, and 62 seconds after 
that, the game was tied. By the time the two teams headed 
back into the locker room for the second intermission, the 
Canes had a 3-2 lead. 

"The guys just kept playing. I was proud of the effort tonight," 
head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Whether we got the two 
points or not I thought it was just a solid game all around." 

Cedric Paquette 
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Paquette is a role player, an important one for the Canes, as 
he provides a sandpaper element up front that was sorely 
missing before the team acquired him in February. 

But, as seen in the last two games, he can also chip in 
offensively, sometimes even when the team needs it most. 

Paquette slid a puck past an old teammate to get the Canes 
on the scoreboard in the first few minutes of the second 
period. As the Lightning tagged up on a delayed offside and 
rolled a line change, Brett Pesce made a quick play up the 
ice to Necas at the far blue line. Paquette snuck behind his 
old teammates to skate in on a breakaway and got just 
enough on his wrist shot. Vasilevskiy reached behind him in 
desperation, but by the time he got to the puck, it had just 
rolled over the goal line. 

"Vasi takes breakaways after every morning skate, and I 
don't score on him," Paquette smiled. "I just told myself that I 
wasn't going to try what I did in practice and just tried to 
shoot through him. It worked." 

The goal was Paquette's second in as many games and 
fourth of the season, and though he was only credited with 
two hits, he had his nose in multiple dustups around the ice 
in what was a chippy, playoff-like game. 

"He's in a tough spot because I don't play him that much. I 
could probably play him more, but every shift he goes out 
there, he gives it everything he has," Brind'Amour said. 
"Whether he scores or not, he's noticeable. He's a great 
teammate. The guys really, really appreciate the way he 
plays." 

Sebastian Aho  

The Canes were on the board, and they were buzzing. Just 
62 seconds after Paquette scored, the Canes tied the game 
at two. 

Taking advantage of another Bolts defensive breakdown, the 
Canes skated in on a 3-on-1 rush. Necas outwaited a sliding 
Jan Rutta to drop the puck back for Nino Niederreiter. 
Niederreiter faked a shot, settled the puck and dished over to 
Aho for the chip shot over Vasilevskiy. 

Aho now leads the Canes in goals (15) and points (33) 
through 33 games. 

Stats Pack 

14: With the primary assist on Necas' game-winning goal, 
Dougie Hamilton extended his point streak to 14 games, the 
longest by a defenseman in franchise history and the longest 
by any NHL player this season. Only 12 other defensemen in 
NHL history have recorded point streaks of 14 games or 
longer. 

10-1-2: The Canes are 10-1-2 through 13 of 14 games in 
March. 

4,433: With the ability to expand capacity, the Canes 
welcomed 4,433 fans inside PNC Arena, and the energy they 
brought - still just a fraction of a packed house - undoubtedly 
contributed to the playoff-type atmosphere. 

"Right away when we first came out, it felt like, 'Wow, we've 
got a hockey game here.' There was a lot of energy," 
Brind'Amour said. "It says a lot about the people coming in 
there. They're definitely not sitting on their hands. It was a 
fun atmosphere in here tonight. They were entertained." 

Quote of the Night 

"Two great teams going at each other. … It was physical, 
and I don't think the two teams like each other. It's a good 
chance we see them more." - Cedric Paquette 

Up Next 

The Canes will hit the road again to square off against the 
Chicago Blackhawks on Tuesday and Thursday.
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Necas scores four points for Hurricanes in win against Lightning 

Breaks tie with second goal late in third; Hamilton extends 
streak to 14 

By Corey Long 

Martin Necas had two goals and two assists for the Carolina 
Hurricanes in a 4-3 win against the Tampa Bay Lightning at 
PNC Arena in Raleigh, North Carolina, on Saturday. 

Necas gave Carolina a 4-3 lead when he scored a power-
play goal at 16:07 of the third period. 

"We've got so many good players, and we're missing two of 
them (forwards Vincent Trocheck and Teuvo Teravainen)," 
Necas said. "I'm just trying to step in for them. I felt good. My 
teammates played great, so I was just trying to keep up with 
them." 

Dougie Hamilton had an assist on the winning goal to extend 
his point streak to an NHL season-high 14 games for the 
Hurricanes (23-7-3), who have won three games in a row. 
James Reimer made 19 saves. 

Carolina trailed 2-0 after the first period. 

"We shook it up a little bit right away (after the first)," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "There were a lot of 
little things going on, but at the end of the day, the guys kept 
playing. I was proud of the effort. Whether we got the two 
points or not, it was just a solid game all around." 

Blake Coleman, Pat Maroon and Mathieu Joseph scored for 
the Lightning (24-8-2), who were coming off a 4-3 loss at the 
Dallas Stars on Thursday and have lost consecutive games 
in regulation for the first time this season. Andrei Vasilevskiy 
made 36 saves. 

"We didn't win tonight because we got outworked," Tampa 
Bay coach Jon Cooper said. "Penalties didn't have anything 
to do with it other than the fact that our power play failed us 
and theirs came through for them. That's the crux of it." 

The Hurricanes were 2-for-6 on the power play, and the 
Lightning were 0-for-4. 

Coleman gave Tampa Bay a 1-0 lead with a tip-in off a shot 
from Jan Rutta at 3:12 of the first period. 

Maroon made it 2-0 at 5:41 when he scored off a pass from 
Ross Colton in front of the net. 

"[Penalties] killed us tonight," Maroon said. "But there's a 
reason why we took penalties. They were better than us. 
They were down 2-0, but they stuck with it … we're the ones 
that got frustrated. 

"We've just got to get back to our game. It's been an up-and-
down roller coaster these last few games. We're in a good 
situation right now. We've been winning some hockey games 
as of late, so we've just got to stick with the structure and 
we'll be fine." 

Cedric Paquette scored for Carolina to make it 2-1 at 2:24 of 
the second period, beating Vasilevskiy 1-on-1 off a pass from 
Necas. 

"I don't play [Paquette] that much, probably could play him 
more," Brind'Amour said. "But every shift he goes out there, 
he gives everything he has. Great teammate. The guys really 
appreciate how he plays." 

Sebastian Aho tied it 2-2 when he finished off a 3-on-1 rush 
in front of the net at 3:26. 

Necas put the Hurricanes ahead 3-2 with a power-play goal 
at 15:44 when he scored off a loose puck that bounced off 
Aho's skate. 

"Both teams played hard, and the games are intense," Aho 
said. "Obviously, the farther the season goes, every game is 
huge, and that's the defending champs. … It was quite a 
challenge for us. But I'm proud of how we responded when 
they were up 2-0. It was a great team effort." 

Joseph tied it 3-3 22 seconds into the third period when he 
scored top shelf. 

The Lightning's fourth line of Joseph, Maroon and Colton 
combined for four points (two goals, two assists). 

"It's frustrating. We get that first goal on the first shift, we had 
good momentum," Colton said. "Everyone was back and 
buzzing on the bench. Then some questionable calls, in my 
opinion, you get out of the flow of the game, and then they 
get one late on the power play." 

Hamilton has two goals and 14 assists during his 14-game 
point streak, which is one game longer than Toronto Maple 
Leafs forward Auston Matthews' from Jan. 24-Feb. 20 (24 
points; 16 goals, eight assists). 

Hamilton's streak matches the longest for the Hurricanes 
since relocating from the Hartford Whalers for the 1997-98 
season (Aho, Jan. 21-Feb. 28, 2020). It is the sixth-longest 
by an NHL defenseman in the past 40 years; Paul Coffey 
had a 28-game streak for the Edmonton Oilers in 1985-86, 
the longest in that span. 

NOTES: The Lightning have allowed at least 40 shots on 
goal the past two games after not allowing more than 37 
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through their first 32 games. ... The Hurricanes are 16-0-2 
when leading entering the third period.

 

 

 
Necas scores twice as Hurricanes top Lightning 4-3 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Martin Necas scored his second 
goal of the game to break a tie with 3:53 remaining, and the 
Carolina Hurricanes beat the Tampa Bay Lightning 4-3 on 
Saturday night in a matchup between the top two teams in 
the Central Division. 

Necas, who also had two assists, put the Hurricanes ahead 
on a power play, with Dougie Hamilton getting an assist to 
extend his franchise-record point streak for a defenseman to 
14 games. That’s the longest active streak in the NHL for any 
player. 

Goals by Cedric Paquette and Sebastian Aho in a 62-second 
span early in the second knotted the score. Necas put 
Carolina ahead with his first goal later in the period. 

Necas has 17 points (seven goals, 10 assists) in 13 games 
this month. The season-high four-point outing matched his 
career best. 

“He has never lacked for confidence,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “He has, from Day One, always tried to 
make plays.” 

With injuries to Carolina forwards Vincent Trocheck and 
Teuvo Teravainen, the contributions from Necas have been 
critical. He has the most points on the team this month. 

“I’m just trying to step in,” Necas said. “I got on the first 
(power-play unit). That gives you a little more confidence, a 
little bit more time on the ice.” 

Blake Coleman and Pat Maroon scored in the first period and 
Mathieu Joseph tied the game 22 seconds into the third for 
Tampa Bay. 

Hurricanes goalie James Reimer made 19 saves. Andrei 
Vasilevskiy stopped 36 shots for the first-place Lightning. 

The defending Stanley Cup champions, who have a one-
point lead on the Hurricanes, have lost consecutive games 
for the first time since Feb. 15 and 20. Carolina also 
delivered the second defeat in that set. 

“We didn’t win tonight because we got outworked,” Lightning 
coach Jon Cooper said. 

Coleman converted for the first goal after Reimer failed to 
cover the puck. 

Since joining the Hurricanes in a mid-February trade, 
Paquette has scored two of his three goals against Tampa 
Bay. He played on last year’s title team for the Lightning. 

The Hurricanes held a 28-11 edge in shots across the final 
two periods. Vasilevskiy was largely up to the task for the 
Lightning. 

“That could have been a lot worse if he didn’t play that well,” 
Tampa Bay center Ross Colton said. 

COME AND SEE  

It was Carolina’s first home game since North Carolina Gov. 
Roy Cooper announced indoor sports venues could hold up 
to 50% capacity. That would have meant more than 9,000 
spectators at PNC Arena. 

However, the team limited the number of additional tickets 
made available in order to adhere to other protocols. 
Attendance was listed at 4,433. 

“Right away, when we first came out, I was like, ‘Wow, we 
got a hockey game here,’” Brind’Amour said. “It was a lot of 
energy. … It says a lot about the people coming in here. 
They’re definitely not sitting on their hands. It was a fun 
atmosphere. They got entertained, which was great.” 

The team announced that every ticket made available was 
sold. 

Once fans were permitted earlier this month, attendance had 
been limited to no more than 15% for the past six home 
games. 

The Hurricanes are 11-1-3 at home. 

UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN 

It was the sixth meeting of the season between the teams, 
and the Lightning’s final visit to Raleigh. 

“The farther the season goes, every game is huge,” Aho 
said. “That’s the defending champs, so obviously it was quite 
a challenge for us.” 

The clubs originally were supposed to play a rematch 
Sunday, but that game was moved to Feb. 20 in a schedule 
shuffle involving several teams in the division.  

The last two Carolina-Tampa Bay matchups of the season 
are April 19 and 20 in Tampa, Florida. 

UP NEXT 
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Lightning: Begin a four-game homestand Tuesday night 
against Columbus. 

Hurricanes: Play on Tuesday and Thursday at Chicago.

 

 

 
Hurricanes have inquired about Canucks' Hamonic, but trade unlikely 

The Carolina Hurricanes are looking to bolster their roster 
ahead of the NHL trade deadline, especially on the backend. 

With the Vancouver Canucks in tough to make the playoffs in 
the North Division, they have received calls from the 
Hurricanes on defenceman Travis Hamonic, Sportsnet's 
Elliotte Friedman reported during Saturday's Headlines 
segment on Hockey Night in Canada. 

"Carolina is looking for a right-handed shot defenceman who 
fits Hamonic's mould," Friedman said. "I think they did ask 
about Vancouver about Hamonic, but, as we all know, 
Hamonic prefers to stay locally in Western Canada. He isn't 
going and he's not going to be waiving his no-trade clause 
this season." 

Hamonic joined the Canucks on a one-year, $1.25-million 
deal this past off-season after spending the past three 

seasons with the Calgary Flames. The 30-year-old has only 
played in 19 games this season after suffering an upper-
body injury in the first month. 

The St. Salo, Man., native has made it known that he would 
prefer to sign a long-term deal with Vancouver. 

“I’d love it,” said Hamonic. “When we decided on Vancouver, 
we looked at it as a long-term situation of where we wanted 
to be for my career and family. I’ve loved every second of it 
and it’s been a good fit. Hopefully, something can transpire 
and make it work, but I’m not looking at that right now. 

“A lot of things have to happen with guys before those 
conversations are had with me and that’s fine. I’m trying to 
enjoy my time and it’s great to be out there playing.”

 

 

 
 

The Buzzer: Hats off to Rust, Verhaeghe, and Kessel; Pride win Isobel Cup 

By Adam Gretz  

Three Stars 

1. Carter Verhaeghe, Florida Panthers. This has turned out 
to be one of the best offseason additions in the NHL. Not 
only in terms of contract value, but just overall impact. 
Verhaeghe has taken his opportunity with the Panthers and 
run with it, turning into a legit top-line performer. His hat trick 
on Saturday helped the Panthers get a 4-3 win over the 
Dallas Stars to keep pace in the Central Division. He now 
has 15 goals and 27 total points in 34 games this season 
while also posting dominant possession numbers. He has 
been sensational for the Panthers. The Panthers were able 
to get the win on Saturday thanks to Aaron Ekblad‘s overtime 
goal. His second goal of the overtime period. Yes, you read 
that right (read about it here). 

2. Bryan Rust, Pittsburgh Penguins. The Penguins have five 
regular forwards (Evgeni Malkin, Kasperi Kapanen, Teddy 
Blueger, Brandon Tanev, and Jason Zucker) out of the lineup 

right now and are playing with a number of callups and fill-
ins. They are getting contributions from everybody to 
continue winning, but the top line of Sidney Crosby, Jake 
Guentzel, and Rust is also still carrying the offense. That was 
true again on Saturday night in an impressive 6-3 win over 
the New York Islanders that was highlighted by a Rust hat 
trick. The Penguins are just two points back of the Islanders 
with the two teams playing again on Monday night. 

3. Martin Necas, Carolina Hurricanes. Just an absolutely 
monster game for Necas as he recorded four points in 
Carolina’s 4-3 win over the Tampa Bay Lightning. He scored 
two goals, including the game-winner late in the third period, 
and added a pair of assists to contribute to every Carolina 
goal. The Hurricanes overcame an early two-goal deficit to 
get the win and close to within one point of Tampa Bay for 
the top spot in the Central Division. 
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Boston Pride Win Isobel Cup 

The NWHL postseason concluded on Saturday night with the 
Boston Pride winning the Isobel Cup for the second time in a 
thrilling 4-3 win over the Minnesota Whitecaps. You can read 
more about the Pride win here. 

You can see the highlights here. 

Other Notable Performances From Saturday 

• Samuel Morin scored his first NHL goal to help lift the 
Philadelphia Flyers to a much-needed 2-1 win over the New 
York Rangers. 

• The Buffalo Sabres lost for the 17th game in a row when 
they dropped a 3-2 decision to the Boston Bruins. Boston 
scored two goals in the third period to get the win. 

• After scoring four goals on Thursday night, Rocco Grimaldo 
found the back of the net again for the suddenly streaking 
Nashville Predators in a 3-1 win over the Chicago 
Blackhawks. Suddenly Nashville is just two points back of a 
playoff spot. 

• William Nylander helped the Toronto Maple Leafs 
overcome a two-goal third period deficit against the 
Edmonton Oilers with an assist and a game-tying goal. 
Auston Matthews scored his 22nd goal of the season to win 
the game in overtime. 

• Dougie Hamilton recorded a point for the 14th game in a 
row for the Carolina Hurricanes in their 4-3 win over Tampa 
Bay. 

• Max Pacioretty had two points including the game-winning 
goal in overtime to help the Vegas Golden Knights earn a 3-2 
win over the Colorado Avalanche. 

• Phil Kessel had the other hat trick on the net with his three-
goal effort in Arizona’s 4-0 win over the San Jose Sharks. 
Kessel now has 14 goals in 35 games this season, matching 
his total from a year ago which he reached in 70 games. 

• The Calgary Flames bounced back with a 4-2 win over the 
Winnipeg Jets to snap a four-game losing streak. 

Highlights Of The Day 

The passing by the Carolina Hurricanes on this play is some 
of the best of the day. 

It came in an overtime loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs, but 
this pass by Leon Draisaitl to set up Tyson Barrie is 
incredible. 

This Sergei Bobrovsky save in overtime is the save of the 
night. 

Scores 

Boston Bruins 3, Buffalo Sabres 2 
Philadelphia Flyers 2, New York Rangers 1 
Vegas Golden Knights 3, Colorado Avalanche 2 (OT) 
Detroit Red Wings 3, Columbus Blue Jackets 1 
Carolina Hurricanes 4, Tampa Bay Lightning 3 
Toronto Maple Leafs 4, Edmonton Oilers 3 (OT) 
Pittsburgh Penguins 6, New York Islanders 3 
Nashville Predators 3, Chicago Blackhawks 1 
Florida Panthers 4, Dallas Stars 3 (OT) 
Arizona Coyotes 4, San Jose Sharks 0 
Calgary Flames 4, Winnipeg Jets 2
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Martin Necas’ four-point night lifts Hurricanes to huge 4-3 win over division-leading 
Lightning 

Necas’ career night highlighted a massive win for the 
Hurricanes. 

By Brett Finger  

Winners of back-to-back games, the Carolina Hurricanes 
welcomed the division-leading, defending Stanley Cup 
champion Tampa Bay Lightning into PNC Arena on Saturday 
night. 

It was perhaps Carolina’s biggest game of the season for a 
number of reasons, but chief among them was the fact that 
the Canes could pull within one point of the Bolts in the 
divisional standings with a win while holding onto a game in 
hand. 

It was a doozy of a 4-3 win. 

I’m not sure the Hurricanes could’ve gotten off to a worse 
start. 

Getting a spot in the starting lineup against his former team, 
Cedric Paquette went to the box just 17 seconds into the 
game for high-sticking Tampa defenseman Callan Foote. 

The Hurricanes gave up just one noticeably dangerous 
chance in the sequence, but they managed to keep the Bolts’ 
second-ranked power play at bay. The moment that power 
pay ended, though, the real power play started. 

Blake Coleman beat Jordan Martinook on a race to the net 
from the corner and beat James Reimer on a slot deflection 
to give the Lightning a 1-0 lead. Tampa kept its foot on the 
gas in the following shifts, forcing another Carolina penalty in 
the process. 

The Canes killed off the penalty, but again, the Bolts found 
twine shortly thereafter. 

James Reimer couldn’t cleanly play and cover a puck in his 
crease, the puck got loose and Patrick Maroon found himself 
with a wide-open chance in front of the net to double the 
Tampa lead. 

The Hurricanes showed signs of life in the minutes following 
that goal and threatened Vezina-favorite Andrei Vasilevskiy 
with numerous high-quality chances, including a high-slot 
shot from Jaccob Slavin and a subsequent golden rebound 
chance for Martin Necas, but there’s a reason why he will 
almost surely win the Vezina. 

Vasilveskiy made the statement that the Canes would have 
to work for their goals, and they were up to the task at the 
outset of the second period, a period that will henceforth be 
known as the “Martin Necas period.” 

Brett Pesce had the presence of mind to notice that the 
Lightning were making a line change, and in the midst of it, 
he sent a quick up to Martin Necas down the right wing. 
Necas then led Cedric Paquette with a perfect pass for a 
brief breakaway that the former Tampa forward capitalized 
on. 

62 seconds later, Tampa looked up, and their lead had totally 
vanished. A 3-on-1 rush for Sebastian Aho, Nino Niederreiter 
and Necas ended the way you’d probably expect. 

Niederreiter forced a neutral zone turnover before making 
the crucial play of the sequence when he faked a shot in the 
slot and dished the puck off to Aho for the backdoor tap-in to 
tie the game at two goals apiece. 

The Hurricanes were relentless, even as the second period 
progressed. Jaccob Slavin had an opportunity on an open 
net to give the Canes a 3-2 lead, but his shot carried up and 
over Vasilevskiy and the game remained tied. 

For the time being. 

Coleman got too careless while defending Warren Foegele in 
front of the Tampa net, which gave the Hurricanes a power-
play opportunity in the second half of the frame. The Canes’ 
top-ranked power play answered the bell. 

A point shot from Andrei Svechnikov deflected off of Aho’s 
stick in the slot and redirected out to a streaking Necas, who 
quickly snapped the loose puck by Vasilevskiy for his third 
point of the period to give the Hurricanes their first lead of the 
night. 

That goal marked Carolina’s third unanswered tally of the 
second period and gave them a lead to defend in the third 
peri... and that didn’t last long. 

All of 22 seconds into the third period, Mathieu Joseph took 
advantage of a messy play by the Canes inside their own 
zone by lifting a point-blank shot up and over the blocker of 
Reimer to tie the game right back at up, this time at three. 

Carolina got back on its game, though, and stayed on it for 
much of the third period before a noticeable push-back from 
the Lightning as the period passed its midway point. The 
Canes started to chase things, but they made the big plays 
necessary to keep the game tied. 

Then, with under six minutes on the clock, Andreas Borgman 
got called for slashing. 

And the Marty Party continued. 

Necas’ perfect shot under the crossbar gave the Hurricanes 
a 4-3 lead. It was Necas’ second goal and fourth point of the 
night and his 17th point in 13 games in the month of March, 
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and it was a perfect way to cap a career night for a young, 
seemingly budding NHL star. 

Jesper Fast gave the 4,000+ in attendance a scare with his 
tripping penalty with 2:25 to go in the game, but the 
Hurricanes dug in and shut things down in impressive 
fashion down the stretch to close out a huge win. 

With the win, the Canes pulled within one point of the Bolts 
atop the Central Division. Carolina also has a game in hand. 

They’ll get two days off before hitting the ice again on 
Tuesday against the Chicago Blackhawks at the United 
Center.

 

They Said It: Martin Necas, Cedric Paquette, Sebastian Aho, and Rod Brind’Amour talk after 
Hurricanes’ win over Lightning 

Necas and company speak to the media following a huge 
win over the division-leading Lightning. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes picked up one of their biggest wins 
of the season on Saturday night against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

Rod Brind’Amour, Martin Necas, Cedric Paquette, and 
Sebastian Aho talked to the media via Zoom after the win. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On how his team bounced back after the rough first period: 
We didn’t have a bad period in the first. It was just kind of a 
weird goal on the one. I thought we were actually pretty 
good. Coming out with a lead in the third, giving up that goal 
could’ve been deflating, but these guys just keep playing. 
You have to give them a lot of credit. 

On Necas and how he has developed into an impact player 
this season: He’s never lacked for confidence. From day 
one, he’s been trying to make plays. We encourage it, but I 
think now he has a better understanding of when and where 
to make plays. You can see it, he’s matured. Physically, he’s 
a little strong, which goes a long way to having your own 
confidence. I think it’s his maturity, physically. He’s always 
had the confidence. 

On the impact of the growing number of fans allowed in the 
building: Right away when we first came out, I was like, 
‘wow, we have a hockey game here.’ To have this little small 
amount, compared to what we normally get, it says a lot 
about the people coming in here. They definitely aren’t sitting 
on their hands. They got entertained, and that’s great. 

On Paquette’s impact as a teammate: He’s in a tough spot. I 
don’t play him that much. I could probably play him more, but 
every shift he goes out there, he gives it everything he has. 
He’s noticeable, a great teammate. The guys really 
appreciate how he plays. 

On if the coaching staff made any big adjustments after the 
rough start: We did make a few adjustments. That’s where 
my staff real credit, Jeff Daniels, he’s great at saying “why 
don’t you try this, mix the lines, take a look at that” and we 
shook it up a bit right away. We actually went off of our 
matchup of what we thought we were gonna do. There were 
a lot of little things going on. At the end of the day, it was 
about the guys playing. I was proud of the effort tonight. 
Whether we got the two points or not, I thought it was a solid, 
solid effort all around. 

Martin Necas  

On how he has stepped up and filled in for Teravainen and 
Trocheck: I got on the first power play, started playing with 
Seabass. He’s a great player. It doesn’t matter if it’s Seabass 
or Troch, you have so many good players. Now we’re 
missing two of them. I’m just trying to stop in for them. I got 
on the first PP, which gives you a little more confidence and 
time on the ice. I felt good. My teammates play great, so I’ve 
been trying to keep up with them. 

On the bad start and the bounce back the team had in the 
second period: It was definitely a tough start. I don’t think we 
played a bad first period. We were two down, but we had 
some chances. Me, especially, I had two chances and 
could’ve scored, but the goalie made some good saves. It 
wasn’t bad, but we just didn’t have a little luck. In the second 
period, we started playing really well. We got some power 
plays and we kinda started to come around. 

On his first-period shift where he skated two laps around the 
Tampa zone with the puck looking for a play: I was just 
buzzing around. I was trying to wait for someone to get open. 
After the first lap and the second lap, I was like ‘I should 
probably pass it to someone,’ so I dropped it to Skjei. 

Sebastian Aho 

On not being fazed by any situation: I feel that’s exactly what 
happened today. A couple of bad bounces. Obviously, the 
first goal by them was nice, but the second one was kind of a 
bad bounce. Still, shift after shift we played our own game. 
We competed hard. That was a good game by us even 
though the start wasn’t ideal. 

On feeling like a playoff game: I guess you could say that. 
Both teams play hard, right? The games are intense and the 
farther the season goes every game is huge and obviously, 
they’re the defending champs so obviously it was quite a 
challenge for us, but I’m proud of how we responded to them 
being up 2-0 early. That was a great team effort. 

On Martin Necas: He’s a great player. He’s got all the skill in 
the world and the way he skates is pretty impressive. Fun 
player to play with. I feel that we think the game the same 
way and we try to do those give-and-goes which creates 
some space for each of us. He stepped up for us tonight for 
sure. A couple of really nice goals. 

On if he’s ever surprised by any of Necas’ plays: I see him 
every day and now I’ve been playing with him for a good 
while, so I know what he’s capable of. I know he’s looking for 
me and it’s kind of the same way when I have the puck, I’m 
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looking for him. I would not say surprised, but he’s definitely 
a fun guy to play with. 

On Cedric Paquette: He’s been a big player for us since day 
one. He plays physical. Plays the right way. Now, he’s 
scored two huge goals for us to give us the chance to win 
those hockey games. For sure he’s been a great addition to 
our lineup. 

Cedric Paquette 

On if he had a plan for his goal on Vasilevskiy: Not really. 
Vasy takes breakaways after every morning skate and I don’t 
score on him, so I told myself I’m not going to try what I used 
to in practice and just tried to shoot through him and it 
worked. 

On a key to getting pucks past Vasilevskiy: We got some 
traffic in front of him for the last few goals. When he can’t see 
the puck, it’s tough for him to stop it. I thought we did a good 
job with that, especially with the last goal. It was huge. 

On how close the two teams are to each other: It was two 
great teams going at each other. It’s pretty close like you saw 
tonight. There was physicality and I don’t think the two teams 
like each other. There’s a good chance we see them more 
and more. Obviously, I think we’re really close to each other. 

On Martin Necas: He’s been unreal. Lately, he’s good. He’s 
got some skills, a crazy shot and he’s got confidence right 
now. It’s great for us.

 

Wolves thrash IceHogs 

Wolves score twice in first 44 seconds to fuel big win  

David Cotton and Max Lajoie scored in the opening 44 
seconds to set the tone for the Chicago Wolves’ 6-3 victory 
over the Rockford IceHogs Saturday night at the Wolves 
Training Facility. 

Cotton scored twice while Lajoie, Tanner Jeannot and 
Tommy Novak notched three points apiece as the Wolves 
(11-2-0-1) won their third game in a row and extended their 
Central Division. Lajoie, Jeannot, Dominik Bokk and Ryan 
Suzuki joined Cotton in the goals column. 

“We thought we’d probably have to feel it out a little bit, just 
because we hadn’t played in a while,” said Wolves head 
coach Ryan Warsofsky. “Credit to the guys. We only had two 
team practices before this game and a week off (before that), 
so for us to start like that was definitely a positive.” 

Cotton swatted home a rebound of a Cavan Fitzgerald blast 
to give the Wolves the lead just 27 seconds into their first 
game since March 14 due to COVID-19 protocols. 

The Wolves maintained their hunger as Novak set up 
defenseman Lajoie for a quick wrister from the left faceoff dot 
to make it 2-0 at the 0:44 mark. 

Lajoie and Cotton teamed up for a power-play goal at 15:48 
of the first. Lajoie launched a blast from the high slot that 

was blocked, but the rebound ricocheted to Cotton on the 
doorstep and he flipped it home for the 3-0 lead. 

Bokk pushed the advantage to 4-0 just 51 seconds into the 
second period as Novak spied him open in the slot and Bokk 
steered home the power-play goal — his fourth in as many 
games. 

Rockford (6-10-1-0) got on the board at 2:04 of the second 
when veteran defenseman Cody Franson launched a blast 
through traffic from the right point. Evan Barratt’s breakaway 
pulled the IceHogs within 4-2 at 15:15 of the second. 

The Wolves restored their three-goal lead when Anthony 
Richard set up behind the net, saw Suzuki open at the 
bottom of the circle and fed him for a quick blast past 
Rockford goaltender Ivan Nalimov to make it 5-2 with 2:13 
left in the second. 

Novak earned his third assist of the night 51 seconds into the 
third as he worked a give-and-go with Jeannot to give the 
Wolves a 6-2 advantage. 

Antoine Bibeau (2-1-1) posted 23 saves in the win while the 
27-year-old Nalimov (0-0-1) stopped 31 shots in his North 
American debut. 

The Wolves and IceHogs meet three more times in the next 
11 days — starting with a 4 p.m. battle Sunday in Rockford. 
The teams return to Hoffman Estates at 2 p.m. Thursday.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article250259805.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/03/necas-4-point-night-leads-hurricanes-past-lightning/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-martin-necas-leads-canes-past-lightning/c-322989688 

https://www.nhl.com/news/tampa-bay-lightning-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-321851358 
https://apnews.com/article/martin-necas-blake-coleman-carolina-hurricanes-pat-maroon-nhl-f5a959e24076fb652038895e56a06738 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/hurricanes-inquired-canucks-hamonic-trade-unlikely/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/03/28/nhl-scores-the-buzzer-hats-off-to-bryan-rust-carter-verhaeghe-boston-pride-win-isobel-cup/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/27/22354473/martin-necas-4-point-night-carolina-hurricanes-huge-4-3-win-tampa-bay-lightning-nhl-aho-
hamilton 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/3/27/22354653/they-said-it-necas-paquette-aho-brindamour-talk-about-hurricanes-huge-win-over-lightning 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/03/27/wolves-thrash-icehogs/ 
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Carolina Hurricanes fight past Tampa Bay Lightning in Central Division 
battle 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes would like to play the Tampa Bay Lightning 
again at PNC Arena this season, and the only way that’s happening is if 
they meet in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

That would be something to see, especially if it was like Saturday’s 
intense, hard-fought game. 

The Canes and Lightning matched up for their final regular-season game 
at PNC Arena as the two Central Division leaders went at it for 60 
minutes. The Canes emerged with a 4-3 comeback victory before an 
announced crowd of 4,433, moving to within one point of the Lightning for 
the division lead. 

Martin Necas, quickly becoming an emerging star in the league, was at 
his flashy best against the 2020 Stanley Cup champions. The winger had 
two goals and two assists, twice scoring on power plays and giving the 
Canes (23-7-3) a 4-3 lead at 16:07 of the third with a blast from the right 
circle. 

“He stepped up for us tonight, for sure,” Canes center Sebastian Aho 
said. 

Aho did the same with a goal and assist. Cedric Paquette scored for the 
second straight game for Carolina and his second this season against his 
former team. His early second-period breakaway and score on Andrei 
Vasilevskiy got the Canes started. 

The Canes took a 3-2 lead into the third, but the Lightning (24-8-2) 
scored 22 seconds into the third to tie it on a Mathieu Joseph goal. But 

Necas’ second power-play goal was the winner as defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton extended his point streak to 14 games with an assist. 

“Coming out for the third with the lead and right away they get a goal, 
that could have been deflating, but these guys just keep playing,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Brind’Amour said this week that nothing seems to faze his team. It didn’t 
Saturday, even after the Lightning bolted to a 2-0 lead early in the first 
period on goals by Blake Coleman and Pat Maroon. 

The Canes’ response? Paquette scored against his former team again, 
and Aho scored his 15th of the season. Necas had his goal and both 
assists in the second period as Carolina took a 3-2 lead. 

“Shift after shift we played our own game and we competed hard,” Aho 
said. “It was a good game by us even if the start wasn’t ideal. How we 
responded was a great team effort.” 

Canes goalie James Reimer was beaten on a Coleman redirection and 
then allowed a soft goal to Maroon when he couldn’t glove a slow-moving 
puck in the crease. 

Reimer steadied after the first two goals. Joseph beat him with a quick, 
top-shelf shot but Reimer had 19 saves. It also helped that the Canes 
limited the Lightning’s chances, limiting Tampa Bay to 11 shots in the 
final two periods — four in the third. 

With COVID restrictions eased by Gov. Roy Cooper, the Canes were 
able to bring in more fans for Saturday’s game. 

“Right away when we first came out I felt like, ‘Wow, we’ve got a hockey 
game here.’ There was a lot of energy,” Brind’Amour said. 

INJURY UPDATE 

Center Vincent Trocheck took part in the morning skate Saturday at PNC 
Arena, at times jumping into line rushes. But Brind’Amour said Trocheck, 
who has been sidelined with an upper-body injury, would miss an eighth 
straight game, saying he did not know when Trocheck would return to the 
lineup. 
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“That’s a medical question and you’ve got to pass a bunch of tests and 
hurdles and things,” Brind’Amour said. “Right now it’s encouraging that 
he’s out there, because whenever he does get the green light he can 
probably get right into it. That’s the good news. But I can’t tell you when 
that might be.” 

Forward Teuvo Teravainen (concussion) did some skating on his own 
Saturday. Petr Mrazek took part in the morning skate as the third goalie. 

Brind’Amour said with the loss of Teravainen and Trocheck the Canes 
are missing “two huge parts” of the team. 

“That doesn’t get talked about enough, for me,” he added. “That’s a big 
huge hole that’s there,” 
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The Hurricanes and the NHL Trade Deadline: How busy will they be? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have been winning. A lot. 

They could be a Stanley Cup contender, though there’s still a lot of work 
to be done and games to be won. 

The Canes have put together a 22-7-3 record with goalie Petr Mrazek 
missing nearly all of the season, forward Teuvo Teravainen missing a big 
chunk of it and center Vincent Trocheck recently out with an injury. 

“We know to take that next step, we’re going to need all these guys back 
and playing at the level needed and expected of them,” Don Waddell, the 
Canes’ president and general manager, said in a recent interview with 
the News & Observer. 

What to do at the NHL’s April 12 trade deadline? 

The Canes could look to add some depth — many teams do that if they 
believe they can make a deep playoff run. But this season, with all the 
challenges of the pandemic, has created new and different challenges, 
and severe financial strains that have assured the NHL salary cap isn’t 
moving higher. 

“There are a lot of things that will probably keep it from being a crazy 
day, but there are a bunch of teams that have a chance to win the 
Stanley Cup this year and they’ll be trying to do things to help their teams 
be successful,” E.J. Hradek, senior reporter for the NHL Network, said 
Friday in an N&O interview. “With that said, I expect there to be 
movement, but I don’t expect there to be 33 trades or anything.” 

Waddell said he has spent some time talking with other general 
managers. “You’re always actively looking for players but ...” he said. 

Carolina Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell says he is actively 
looking for ways to improve his team heading up to the NHL trade 
deadline on April 12. Steven Senne AP 

The salary cap will be staying flat next season. The Canes must arrange 
new contracts for defenseman Dougie Hamilton, who is due to become 
an unrestricted free agent, and forward Andrei Svechnikov, who turned 
21 on Friday and comes off his entry-level contract this season. 

While contract talks with the players will be prolonged, Waddell is closer 
to signing coach Rod Brind’Amour to a new deal and bring his salary 
more in line with other NHL head coaches. 

“It’s not a concern,” Waddell said of the talks. “Rod wants to coach 
hockey. It’s been a busy time. It’s a matter of time before it’s all worked 
out.” 

Brind’Amour, in talking about the team makeup, has said he likes its 
chemistry this season, saying a “winning element” is always “when guys 
play hard for each other.” The Canes have done that this season, he 
said, and have been winning at times — Thursday at Columbus, the most 
recent example — when not playing at their best. 

“For sure there’s always another level we’re trying to get to and we’re 
striving for that,” he said recently. 

WHO’S ON THE RADAR? 

Waddell has mentioned looking to possibly add a right-shot defenseman. 
One intriguing name that surfaced was Slava Voynov, who won two 
Stanley Cups with the Los Angeles Kings when Justin Williams was a 
teammate. 

Voynov, a right-shot defenseman, has not played in the NHL since being 
suspended by the league in October 2014 following his arrest for 
domestic violence charges involving his wife. The Russian later pleaded 
no contest to a charge and was sentenced to 90 days in jail and three 
years probation, leaving in 2015 to play in Russia’s KHL. 

Waddell said Voynov was, indeed, discussed and Williams, now an 
advisor to Waddell, weighed in during the discussion. 

“We passed on it,” Waddell said. 

A name that intrigued some Canes fans was Eric Staal. The center 
helped the Canes win the Stanley Cup in 2006 and later succeeded 
Brind’Amour as team captain. His brother, Jordan, is the Canes’ captain 
now. But the Eric Staal speculation, whether baseless or not, ended 
Friday when the Sabres traded him to the Montreal Canadiens. 

But Waddell has several options. With three goalies soon to be on the 
active roster, he might use one as part of a deal. 

To Brind’Amour, a key factor is when and if Trocheck (upper-body injury) 
and Teravainen (concussion) will come back. 

“I don’t know why you would tinker too much more if you know we’re 
getting them back,” Brind’Amour said Saturday. “If they’re not coming 
back that’s a whole different story, but I think our group’s fine. I’d love to 
just keep it the way it is.” 

CANADIAN QUARANTINE A FACTOR 

It’s a different year and Canada’s 14-day coronavirus quarantine for 
those entering the country changed the equation for the North Division 
teams looking to make trades. Canada on Friday reduced the quarantine 
period to seven days, buying more time for Canadian teams to consider 
and structure moves — in essence, moving back the unofficial deadline 
before the official deadline. 

“There are some impediments with the flat cap and teams may not want 
to take on money, and going across the border is another impediment,” 
Hradek said. “It’s always hard to turn big-ticket items at the deadline. If 
you’re trying to move a high-end player I would think you wait until you 
have 30 other suitors rather than one or two because of cap issues.” 

The Canes were busy at the deadline last year. With Hamilton and 
defenseman Brett Pesce injured, Waddell, with an eye to the playoffs, 
traded for defensemen Brady Skjei of the New York Rangers and Sami 
Vatanen of the New Jersey Devils. In a move that took many by surprise, 
Waddell also acquired Trocheck from the Florida Panthers. 

Hradek said his understanding was the Canes were close to making a 
deal to obtain goalie Henrik Lundqvist from the Rangers last year at the 
deadline, before the league shut down during the pandemic. Talk about a 
shocker. 

Hradek, in closing, noted he was talking on March 26 with the trade 
deadline still a few weeks away. 

“It seems like it’s right around the corner, which is true because it is April 
12,” he said. “But the picture could change dramatically from today to, 
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say, April 10. That will impact things, as well, as far as how teams see 
themselves.” 
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Kirby Dach makes his season debut, but the Chicago Blackhawks 
stumble to a 3-1 home loss to the Nashville Predators 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

 

Kirby Dach made his season debut Saturday, looking fully recovered 
from a broken right wrist, but the big center couldn’t help the Chicago 
Blackhawks overcome a slow start and a couple of costly defensive 
mistakes during a 3-1 loss to the Nashville Predators at the United 
Center. 

“It felt good,” Dach said of his return. “Obviously there’s still some things 
that I’d like to get better at, but that doesn’t include what’s going on with 
my wrist and injury-wise. . It’s good to get back in the swing of things. 

The Hawks entered the game riding high after two consecutive wins over 
the Florida Panthers, and seeing a familiar No. 77 in a red sweater had to 
be a huge emotional lift too. 

But the Predators jumped to a 1-0 lead on Ryan Johansen’s goal 5 
minutes, 10 seconds into the game. 

“They outskated us in the first period,” Pius Suter said. “We didn’t win 
many battles — couldn’t get in battles because they were a bit quicker. 
We were on our heels.” 

The Predators pulled off some slick maneuvers, with Eeli Tolvanen 
rimming a pass along the boards to Viktor Arvidsson, who backhanded a 
pass from the goal line to Johansen for a short-range one-timer through 
Kevin Lankinen’s legs. 

Rocco Grimaldi padded the lead with a wrister with 7:02 left in the 
second period. His goal came after Luke Kunin picked off a David Kampf 
clearing pass, and the puck dribbled to Grimaldi in the high slot. 

Suter scored for a third straight game, punching in a rebound of a Patrick 
Kane shot with 2:27 left in the second for his 11th goal of the season. 

Any hope for a rally suffered a setback early in the third period when 
Kunin intercepted Calvin de Haan’s clearing attempt up the slot and 
connected with Mikael Granlund on a redirect goal to put the Predators 
up 3-1. 

“You don’t want to turn the puck over ever,” coach Jeremy Colliton said. 
“If you do it in your own end, it’s tough to recover.” 

Suter nearly put in a second goal on a rebound, but it bounced around 
the goal line before Saros knocked it out of danger. Saros had 29 saves 
while Lankinen made 31. 

With the win, the Predators’ 35 points put them within two of the Hawks 
in the Central Division. The Hawks have 21 games left. 

Colliton said the Hawks can played better than they showed Saturday. 

“Second and third was closer to at least the work ethic we want to have,” 
he said. “Maybe the execution wasn’t quite there either. But I thought 
they were better than us tonight. 

“The good news tonight is we get a chance to come back tomorrow and 
respond.” 

For now, the Hawks can focus on the boost Dach will provide as well as 
salvaging as much time as possible for his development. 

Dach, 20, missed the first 34 games while recovering from surgery. He 
suffered the injury while playing for Canada during a world junior 
tournament in late December. 

On Saturday, Dach played 20 minutes, 9 seconds over 18 shifts and 
went 4-for-6 on faceoffs. He manned the first-unit power play with Kane, 
Alex DeBrincat, Carl Soderberg and Adam Boqvist. The power play went 
0-for-2. 

“(He) was aggressive and won some races and made some plays, and 
obviously you can see he’s going to help us,” Colliton said. 

Dach wasted no time creating a highlight moment, speeding up the ice 
on a one-man rush and putting a toe-drag deke between defenseman 
Ben Harpur’s leg to get a clean shot at Saros for the Hawks’ first shot on 
goal but couldn’t find an opening. 

Dach, the No. 3 pick in the 2019 draft, had eight goals and 15 assists in 
64 games last season. 
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Blackhawks’ ugly loss to Predators spoils Kirby Dach’s surprise return 

Dach made his season debut after recovering from wrist surgery, playing 
nearly 20 minutes while centering the third line. But the Hawks struggled 
in a 3-1 loss. 

 

By Ben Pope Mar 27, 2021, 9:31pm CDT 

 

The NHL trade deadline remains two weeks away, but Saturday the 
Blackhawks debuted their biggest midseason addition: Kirby Dach. 

Dach returned from his right wrist injury more than a month ahead of 
schedule in the Hawks’ 3-1 loss to the Predators. 

“I never had doubts in my mind that I was going to play [this season],” 
Dach said. “I just put my head down and went to work that way. [It] feels 
good to be back, but at the same time, the feeling is a little bit moot 
because we lost.” 

Eased back into action as the third-line center between Mattias Janmark 
and Dylan Strome, Dach played 19 minutes, 58 seconds with no points 
but four shot attempts. He also took Brandon Hagel’s spot on the first 
power-play unit. 

He had missed the first 34 games of the season recovering from surgery 
in late December. Coach Jeremy Colliton said the organization initially 
thought it would only get Dach back for the final few games of the year. 
Now the Hawks can use him for their 22-game stretch run. 

“We wanted to be careful not to play him too early, but ... he’s ready to 
go,” Colliton said. “[That’s] great for our team, but great for him 
individually to get in and continue his progression that’s been so fun to 
watch.” 

The Hawks’ poor effort took much of the buzz out of Dach’s big night. 

The surging Predators, 6-1 in their last seven games entering Sunday’s 
rematch, were on the front foot throughout. They overpowered the Hawks 
with a physical, hard, direct style that forced lots of turnovers and 
immediately sent those turned-over pucks toward Kevin Lankinen’s net. 

Inexcusable defensive-zone giveaways by David Kampf and Calvin de 
Haan directly led to the Preds’ second and third goals. 

“[The Predators] were working extremely hard,” Colliton said. “They were 
aggressive all over the ice. They beat us to a lot of loose pucks. They 
beat us at our own game tonight.” 
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The game gradually shifted as it went along — scoring chances were 18-
7 Preds in the first period, tied 11-11 in the second period and 11-4 
Hawks in the third period — but the Preds’ lead never felt threatened. 

“We didn’t win many battles — couldn’t get in battles — because they 
were a bit quicker,” said Pius Suter, who scored the Hawks’ lone goal. 
“We were on our heels.” 

Dach’s return will greatly improve the Hawks’ forward depth. He’s 
arguably the centerpiece of the Hawks’ future core and has all the tools 
to be a first-line center. 

It didn’t take him long — four minutes, exactly — to showcase some of 
those skills when he raced powerfully down the ice, deked defenseman 
Ben Harpur, and nearly scored a highlight-reel goal. 

“I’m not going to change anything from the way I played before,” Dach 
said. “I’m still going to play hard and do those types of things. I’m not 
going to shy away from contact.” 

Mitchell sent to AHL 

With the Rockford IceHogs also playing back-to-back games this 
weekend, the Hawks got playing time for the players who otherwise 
would have been scratched by sending them down Saturday. Rookie 
defenseman Ian Mitchell was the surprise inclusion in the group. 

“He wasn’t going to be in tonight, so we wanted him to play a bunch of 
minutes in Rockford,” Colliton said. 

Nicolas Beaudin entered the lineup in Mitchell’s stead. Defensemen 
Wyatt Kalynuk and Lucas Carlsson and forwards Reese Johnson and 
MacKenzie Entwistle were all sent down. 
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Blackhawks’ Kirby Dach returns from injury, will play against Predators 

Dach missed the first 34 games of the season recovering from wrist 
surgery, but his return will have a huge impact on the Hawks. 

 

By Ben Pope Mar 27, 2021, 6:57pm CDT 

 

Kirby Dach is back. 

The centerpiece of the Blackhawks’ future core was activated off long-
term injured reserve Saturday and officially returned to the lineup against 
the Predators. 

Dach had missed the first 34 games of the season recovering from wrist 
surgery in December after a freak injury in the World Junior 
Championships. 

But he was initially expected to miss four-to-five months, putting his 
return optimistically in late April, so he ultimately recovered drastically 
ahead of schedule. He’d been practicing with the Hawks, ramping up his 
conditioning and physical contact, since March 8. 

Dach centered a new third line with Mattias Janmark and Dylan Strome 
in warmups before puck drop against the Predators. He’ll be eased into 
action but likely move up the depth chart soon, usurping current first-line 
center Pius Suter and second-line center David Kampf. 

The 20-year-old forward, the third overall pick in the 2019 NHL draft, 
demonstrated tremendous growth during his 2019-20 rookie season. 

In the fall, he began training with Ian Mack, building up his muscle mass 
to be able to handle a 20-minutes-per-night role. He won’t be tasked with 
that much playing time immediately this spring, but he may well finish the 
season receiving it. 
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Hawks fall to Preds, but Dach's return could be a boost down stretch 

                                                                                                                                                                             

John Dietz 

 

Remind everyone in that Blackhawks locker room to never sit down at a 
poker table with Jeremy Colliton. 

He could be sitting there with a full house or high-card 9 and his steely 
expression would never change. 

Is he bluffing? Is he stacked? 

Who knows. 

With that in mind, it's no surprise Colliton never let on that Kirby Dach 
was going to destroy his 4-5 month timeline to return from a broken wrist 
by 30 days. Dach made his season debut during a 3-1 loss to the 
Predators at the United Center on Saturday and was perhaps Colliton's 
best player all night. 

"We can play much better," said Colliton, who watched Nashville put 30 
shots on goal through 40 minutes. 

The Hawks were actually within 2-1 thanks to a Pius Suter goal at 17:33 
of the second period, but an early third-period turnover by Calvin de 
Haan in front of the Hawks net proved costly. Mikael Granlund made it 3-
1 at 51 seconds after tapping in a perfect pass from Luke Kunin, who had 
snared de Haan's ill-advised clearing attempt. 

The loss could be a costly one for the Hawks (16-14-5), but Dach's return 
is the bigger story for now. 

"He did well. Skated well," Colliton said. "Was aggressive and won some 
races and made some plays and obviously you can see he's going to 
help us. And he'll keep getting better. 

"So happy for him." 

Colliton eased Dach in by starting him at third-line center with Mattias 
Janmark and Dylan Strome as his wingers. Dach kept moving up the 
depth chart, though, as it became clear he was outplaying nearly all of 
his teammates. 

The second-year forward, who was also on the top power-play unit, saw 
more than 20 minutes of ice time. His best moment came on his second 
shift when he nearly scored on an end-to-end rush on Jusse Saros. 

"It felt good," he said. "Obviously I have some things I'd like to get better 
at. There's still another level that I can take my game to to help the team 
win here." 

Dach fractured his wrist playing for Team Canada in World Juniors in 
December. It was originally thought that he may play in only a handful of 
games, so his return is a bonus on a couple of levels. 

• It figures to boost the Hawks' playoff chances as they attempt to beat 
out the Predators, Blue Jackets and Stars for the fourth seed in the 
Central Division. 

• It will certainly help with his development. Getting 20-plus games in is 
obviously a lot better than 5-6. 

"When he got hurt, we thought maybe we could get him for a few games 
at the end," Colliton said. "But he's worked hard at it. We wanted to be 
careful not to play him too early, but at the same time, he's ready to go. 

"Great for our team, but great for him individually to get in and continue 
his progression that's been so fun to watch." 
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Dach never doubted he'd be back this season. He knew what he had to 
do, put his "head down and went to work." The loss muted the 
excitement level a bit, but the way his teammates welcomed him back is 
something he'll never forget. 

"Those are your teammates, your brotherhood in that room, so any time 
you're losing a player to an injury it's never fun to see and you're always 
happy to see them back," Dach said. "I was welcomed back with some 
jokes and stuff like that. It was good to be on the team again." 
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Blackhawks hope to get some fans in United Center soon 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

John Dietz 

 

There are rumblings that before the season is over the Blackhawks and 
Bulls will be able to allowed to have fans at the United Center. 

If it happens, the Hawks would join a host of other United States-based 
franchises allowing fans in limited capacity. One of those teams is 
Nashville, which played at the United Center on Saturday. The Predators 
are allowing 15% of their 17,500-seat facility to be filled. 

Dallas (30%) and Arizona, Florida and Columbus (25%) have the highest 
percentage of their stadiums full. According to novacapsfans.com, the 
Avs will start hosting fans April 2 and the Wild on April 5. 

"Hopefully they can get some fans in the building like other buildings," 
said Hawks defenseman Duncan Keith. "It'd be nice. See how that goes. 
You definitely notice a drop in the building's energy when there's no fans. 

"Even if there's only 2,000 or 5,000 or whatever it is, it makes a 
difference. For sure." 

The Cubs and White Sox will welcome fans when their seasons begin 
this week. Each team can fill 20% of their stadium. 

Two issues exist for the Bulls and Hawks, one of which is obviously that 
they play indoors. The other is that many of the UC parking lots are 
currently being used as COVID vaccination sites. 

No matter what happens, Keith just hopes the UC can be filled to 
capacity next fall. 

"Well I hope everything's back to normal for next season," Keith said. "It'd 
be nice to get back to normalcy sooner than later, for sure." 

Mitchell sent to Rockford: 

Ian Mitchell, who had 2 goals and 2 assists in 32 games for the Hawks, 
was assigned to Rockford on Saturday. Nicolas Beaudin took Mitchell's 
place in the Hawks' lineup during a 3-1 loss to Nashville. Mitchell, 
meanwhile, played in Rockford's 6-3 loss to the Chicago Wolves in 
Hoffman Estates. 

"He's a young player," Colliton said of Mitchell. "He's getting better, but 
we also have a couple other young defensemen we'd like to get in too. 
So he's had a pretty good run. He's played most nights with us. 

"But playing in Rockford is a good situation as well to keep gaining 
confidence. We'll take it a day at a time." 

Lucas Carlsson, Wyatt Kalynuk, Reese Johnson and MacKenzie 
Entwistle were also reassigned to the IceHogs. Johnson scored the 
IceHogs' final goal against the Wolves. Brandon Pirri, Mikael 
Hakkarainen and D-man Alec Regula were reassigned to the taxi squad. 

Slap shots: 

Filipp Forsberg, Nashville's leading scorer, did not play Saturday. He's 
out with an upper-body injury. ... Pius Suter, who scored the Hawks' only 
goal against Nashville, has scored in three straight games. The rookie 
has 11 goals on the season. 
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10 observations: Blackhawks remain winless vs. Preds 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks fell to the Nashville Predators 3-1 on Saturday at the 
United Center. 

Here are 10 observations from the loss: 

1. Kirby Dach returned to the lineup after missing the first 34 games of 
the season because of a right wrist injury he suffered in Team Canada's 
lone exhibition game at the 2021 IIHF World Junior Championship. He 
started as the third-line center alongside Mattias Janmark and Dylan 
Strome and recorded four shot attempts (one on goal), one takeaway, 
one blocked shot and won four of 10 faceoffs in 20:08 of ice time. 

2. This was not a great defensive performance by the Blackhawks. They 
gave up 46 shot attempts, 30 shots on goal, 28 even-strength scoring 
chances and nine even-strength high-danger chances through two 
periods, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

3. Rocco Grimaldi put the Predators in front 2-0 at the 12:58 mark of the 
second period. It was his fifth goal in two games; for comparison, he had 
only 23 goals in 181 career games prior to these last two contests. He's 
got a hot stick. 

4. Pius Suter scored in his third straight game for his 11th of the season, 
which tied Kirill Kaprizov for the NHL rookie lead. Ten of his 11 goals this 
season have come at the United Center. 

5. The Blackhawks had a rough first period and it set the tone for the 
game. At even strength, the Predators dominated in shot attempts (25-
11), shots on goal (14-5), scoring chances (17-4) and high-danger 
chances (7-2). 

6. The Blackhawks made a push in the third period, leading in shot 
attempts (23-9), shots on goal (13-4), scoring chances (11-4) and high-
danger chances (6-2) but they couldn't find the back of the net. It was too 
little, too late. 

7. It was a physical battle between two teams who don't throw their 
bodies a lot. The Blackhawks rank 23rd in hits per 60 minutes at 19.4 but 
recorded 22 of them on Saturday while the Predators rank 26th in hits 
per 60 minutes at 17.4 and registered 27. 

8. The Blackhawks had two power-play opportunities but easily could've 
had more — a pair of two-many-men penalties that went uncalled in the 
second period and a knee-on-knee collision with Dach in the neutral 
zone. They didn't score on any of their two chances. The Predators, 
oddly, had zero power plays. 

9. The Predators were without leading goal scorer and point-getter Filip 
Forsberg, who was sidelined with an upper-body injury. Luke Kunin, who 
had two assists, took his spot in the lineup after missing the 13 games 
with a lower-body injury. 

10. The Predators improved to 3-0-0 against the Blackhawks this season 
and have pulled within two points of a playoff spot.. They're the only team 
in the Central Division that hasn't lost to Chicago yet. 
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Lazerus: What Kirby Dach’s surprisingly early return means for the 
Blackhawks 

 

By Mark Lazerus Mar 27, 2021  

 

The funny thing is, Kirby Dach really hasn’t done a whole heck of a lot at 
the NHL level. In 64 games as a rookie, he scored eight goals, tied for 
278th in the league with the likes of David Kampf and someone named 
Max Jones. He had 23 points, tied for 298th with Sami Vatanen and Esa 
Lindell. 

To be fair, simply playing in the NHL at age 18 is a massive 
achievement, and posting 23 points in a limited role on a bad team as a 
rookie is pretty impressive. But it’s not like he had anything close to a 
Connor McDavid rookie season, an Auston Matthews rookie season, a 
Patrick Kane or Jonathan Toews rookie season. 

On paper, Dach’s return to the Blackhawks lineup Saturday night was a 
nice little boost, some needed depth down the middle, a net positive. 
Hardly a Passover miracle. 

But if you really watched Dach last season — particularly as the season 
wore on, particularly in training camp before the Edmonton bubble, 
particularly in the postseason itself — you felt the seismic shift that 
accompanied his first step on the United Center ice for warmups. It 
wasn’t exactly Moses coming down from Mount Sinai, steely-eyed and 
headed for Egypt, but it was close. 

If you watched him dart and dance through the neutral zone at top speed 
last season, you understood what this meant. If you watched him defend 
in his own end and kill off penalties against the all-time Oilers power play, 
you understood what this meant. You saw the steady progress, the 
growing confidence, the burgeoning arrogance, a young man at the point 
of the graph where the gradual hill shoots up exponentially into a near-
vertical plane. You know what comes next, and you can’t wait to see it. 

And sure enough, on Dach’s first shift, he casually won two puck battles. 
On his second shift, he picked up the puck deep in his own end, left 
Rocco Grimaldi in his wake, flew through the neutral zone and then 
undressed Nashville defenseman Ben Harpur on his way to the net. He 
didn’t score, but he sent a clear message: He’s back. 

That the Blackhawks played a mostly miserable game in a 3-1 loss to the 
Predators really should do little to diminish the excitement and 
significance of Dach’s early return. Luke Kunin turned two brutal 
Blackhawks turnovers — one by Kampf, another by Calvin de Haan — 
into primary assists on the Predators’ second and third goals, and the 
Blackhawks were generally lifeless and punchless on their way to being 
badly outshot, out-attempted and out-chanced until the Predators sat 
back and score effects kicked in during the third period. It was an 
important game in a playoff race, so the loss shouldn’t just be ignored. 
But at the same time, it’s one game. Dach’s debut — and all the games 
that he’ll suddenly, surprisingly play — is the bigger story by far. 

Dach was indisputably one of the best Blackhawks on the ice Saturday 
night — an admittedly low bar, but still noteworthy — with a couple of 
excellent scoring chances, a steady presence in front of Predators goalie 
Juuse Saros, and his usual strength on the puck. At one point late in the 
second period, he had both Mattias Ekholm and Mikael Granlund all but 
sitting on him behind the Predators net. He barely needed to shrug to win 
the puck battle and send it along the boards to a teammate. By the start 
of the third period, he was already on Kane’s line as Jeremy Colliton 
searched for a spark and a couple of goals. He played 19 minutes and 58 
seconds, was on the top power-play unit and was on the ice for the last-
gasp effort at the end of the game. 

“Felt good,” Dach said. “Worked on (the wrist) a little before, warmed it 
up. So it felt good. We’ll monitor as we go forward here and make sure 
we’re doing all the things before the games and after the games to help 
me play.” 

That he’d play at all this season — let alone in March — would have 
seemed almost inconceivable in the immediate aftermath of his injury. 
While Dach said Saturday that he had no doubt he’d play this season, 
Colliton was, like everyone else, far less certain. 

“We didn’t know,” Colliton said. “When he got hurt, we thought maybe we 
could get him for a few games at the end (of the season). He’s worked 
hard at it. We wanted to be careful not to play him too early, but at the 
same time, he’s ready to go. Great for our team, great for him individually 
to continue his progression that’s been so fun to watch.” 

That progression’s logical endpoint is to be Toews’ heir apparent. To be 
Kane’s and Alex DeBrincat’s center for the next five to 10 years. To be 
the next face of the franchise. Dach is the great hope of all Blackhawks 
fans, the only youngster on the roster who looks like a sure thing. Ian 
Mitchell, despite hitting the rookie wall and heading to Rockford this 
weekend, looks like he’ll be a solid NHL player. Adam Boqvist’s all-
around game has improved significantly, and maybe there’s still a top-
pairing defenseman to be unearthed there. Brandon Hagel is a 
relentless, scoring-chance machine, an instant fan favorite. Lukas 
Reichel? Well, we’ll see. 

But Dach is the centerpiece, the star. At least, he can be. He should be. 
He has the size, he has the skating ability, he has the preternatural 
defensive awareness, and he has that air about him. You could sense it 
from the moment he first walked into the Blackhawks dressing room, 
calmly stating as fact what most saw as fantasy — that he’d stay in 
Chicago as an 18-year-old rather than head back to juniors. 

Dach doesn’t think he’ll be a star in the NHL. He knows he’ll be a star in 
the NHL. True stars always do. 

None of that was lost when he broke his wrist in an exhibition game while 
wearing the “C” for Team Canada at the World Juniors. It was just 
delayed. Presumably until next year, given the four-five month prognosis. 
Yet here he was, barely three months after the injury, back in the lineup 
at the United Center. He returned even before fans could. Ahead of 
schedule, once again. 

Dach’s return is massive for the Blackhawks in both the short and long 
term. He instantly makes the Blackhawks better as they hit the 
homestretch of a playoff race against Nashville, Dallas and Columbus. If 
the Blackhawks managed to hold on to fourth place without their top two 
centers in Toews and Dach (three, if you count Dylan Strome, who 
recently returned from a month in concussion protocol), then what are 
they capable of with Dach? Colliton tried to ease him back into action 
Saturday, putting him on the third line with Mattias Janmark and Strome. 
But it’s only a matter of time before Dach takes his rightful place as the 
No. 1 center, forming a line with staggering potential with DeBrincat and 
Kane. Pius Suter has done good work as a stopgap and scored again 
Saturday, but he’ll be more valuable in the middle six. The entire lineup 
shakes out better with Dach in the mix. The power play looks better. The 
penalty kill looks better. The Blackhawks look better. 

And in the long term — still the overarching focus for a team in an openly 
declared rebuild that was never supposed to contend for the playoffs this 
season — Dach’s return is even bigger. What looked like a lost season 
suddenly isn’t. Dach will get up to 21 games, plus a possible playoff 
series. That’s invaluable considering he’s still just 20 years old, still 
developing, still waiting to make that exponential leap on the depth chart. 
Now that he’s back, he doesn’t have to start from scratch next season. 
He’s been practicing with the Blackhawks for more than two weeks. And 
he’ll be playing with them for at least seven more. 

“I think there’s still another level that I can take my game to to help the 
team win here,” Dach said. 
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Based on the leaps he took last season and last summer, it’s tantalizing 
to think what he can be now. What he’ll be in October. And beyond. Once 
again, after a three-month delay, the future is now. 
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‘You can’t ask for better scoring chances’: Stars squander opportunities 
in OT loss to Panthers 

 

By Matthew DeFranks11:58 PM on Mar 27, 2021 CDT — Updated at 
12:00 AM on Mar 28, 2021 CDT 

 

John Klingberg had his chance to win the game for the Stars on Saturday 
night. After Sergei Bobrovsky made the save and Aaron Ekblad scored 
the game-winner in overtime, Klingberg fell on his sword, taking the 
blame for a 4-3 Stars loss. 

Klingberg was caught diving towards the puck in the offensive zone 
towards Ekblad, but did not stop him from leaving the zone cleanly. As a 
result, Ekblad and Jonathan Huberdeau led a 2 on 1 the other way, 
finishing with another Stars loss. 

“It’s a pretty bad read there by me,” Klingberg said. “I’m gambling there to 
try and get the puck from Ekblad, trying to surprise him. Obviously, he 
saw me and they got a 2 on 1 the other way.” 

Klingberg scored a goal and led the Stars with five shots on goal and 11 
shot attempts during his 26:32 of ice time. He was stoned by Bobrvosky 
moments after Miro Heiskanen was denied on a post to post sprawling 
save. 

“We had the looks, we just can’t score a goal,” Klingberg said. “I had 
looks in overtime and I just can’t bury it. I feel like we had a lot of Grade-
A chances as a team in the overtime. We’re just going to have to bear 
down there then.” 

The Stars are now 2-9 in games that go to overtime or a shootout. They 
have not won a game in 3 on 3 overtime since Jan. 26, the third game of 
the season against Detroit. 

“Look at the Grade-As we had,” Stars coach Rick Bowness said. “You 
can’t ask for better scoring chances than we had in overtime. You just 
can’t. They don’t get any better than that. Two guys all alone in front of 
the net, they don’t get any better than that.” 

Hanley’s helpers: Joel Hanley had two assists on Saturday night, just the 
third multi-point game of his NHL career and first since March 2016. 

He picked up the secondary assist on Denis Gurianov’s first-period goal 
and the primary one on Joel L’Esperance’s in the third period. Hanley 
also set up Rhett Gardner for a scoring chance with a between the legs 
drop pass around the net. 

“I think tonight was just one of those nights that I was feeling good and 
feeling confident,” Hanley said. “Every night brings its own battles. Just 
taking it day by day and game by game right now.” 

Hanley has played nine straight games for Dallas, and has surpassed 
Mark Pysyk on the defensive depth chart. With 25 games remaining, 
Hanley has already played more games this season (19) than any 
previous season in his career (previous high was 16 in 2018-19 in 
Dallas). 

“He’s an underrated player,” Hanley said. “Go back and think of all of the 
games that he’s played for us, and find a couple of mistakes. You’re not 
going to. I think there is more confidence with the puck. Joel makes the 
right play with the puck, he does. He doesn’t throw it away. If there is 
nothing there, he plays high-percentage hockey. Tonight, playing high-
percentage hockey for him resulted in a couple of assists.” 

Gurianov’s goal: Gurianov scored for the second time in the last 24 
games on a pretty feed from Stars captain Jamie Benn. It was an 
encouraging sign from both Benn and Gurianov, who seem to have 
cobbled together some chemistry together on the same line. 

“Just trying to do my best and play for my team,” Gurianov said. “Try to 
do something good in every game because we’re fighting for playoffs.” 
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Stars’ inability to win consecutive games has Dallas hovering in 
mediocrity after OT loss to Panthers 

 

By Matthew DeFranks10:33 PM on Mar 27, 2021 CDT — Updated at 
10:35 PM on Mar 27, 2021 CDT 

 

Before the Stars’ 4-3 overtime loss over the Florida Panthers on 
Saturday night, a pair of dubious distinctions presented themselves for 
Dallas to extinguish. 

The Stars had not won consecutive games since Jan. 26, when they 
completed a perfect four-game home stand to begin the regular season. 
And they had not been over .500 since Feb. 27, hovering in Central 
Division mediocrity for the past month. 

Both marks still stand. 

Florida’s Aaron Ekblad scored the game-winning goal with 9.3 seconds 
remaining in overtime, tucking a finish past Anton Khudobin on one of 
many Panthers 2 on 1 rushes in the extra period. Ekblad appeared to win 
the game for Florida with 44.2 seconds remaining in overtime on a one-
timer on the rush, but the goal was disallowed after a video review ruled 
him offside. 

The Stars are now 2-9 in games that extend past regulation. 

“It’s close, it’s going to be close every game,” John Klingberg said. “It is a 
one-goal game every game here. It’s frustrating that we can’t keep 
winning and get on a run. We’ve got games to do it. So it’s a new game 
tomorrow. It’s been the same the whole season. We’re just going to have 
to move on. It’s the only thing we can do is focus on what we can do.” 

Carter Verhaeghe led the Panthers by scoring a hat trick — one goal at 
even strength, one on the power play and one short-handed. Verhaeghe 
capitalized on Stars errors on each of the three goals, most notably Miro 
Heiskanen’s turnover on the power play in the second period. 

Denis Gurianov, Klingberg and Joel L’Esperance scored for the Stars, 
who still have points in 10 of the last 13 games despite yet another 
overtime or shootout loss. Khudobin made 24 saves in the loss, which 
ended with him slamming his goal stick on the post after Ekblad’s goal. 

Gurianov’s first-period goal was an encouraging sign for the Stars, who 
have badly missed goals from their goal-scoring Russian winger. After 
Jamie Benn eluded Gustav Forsling behind the net, he fed Gurianov at 
the edge of the crease to snap a seven-game goal-less drought for 
Gurianov. 

Klingberg blasted a one-timer past Sergei Bobrovsky later in the first 
period, following a great shift in the offensive zone from Dallas’ checking 
line. L’Esperance tied the game at 3 in the third period by redirecting a 
shot-pass from Joel Hanley at the blue line. 

Bobrovsky came up huge in the final minute, stoning both Heiskanen and 
Klingberg with massive saves that sprung Ekblad for the game-winner. 

Winning consecutive games should not be this hard for the Stars, not for 
a team that went to the Stanley Cup Final six months ago. 
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But since they’ve won only seven of their last 26 games, the odds of two 
in a row happening have been long. This is a team that thrived in 
overtime and one-goal games last season. This year, both have been 
brought constant struggles. 

No team has lost more than Dallas’ nine overtime or shootout games. 
Only one team has more than Dallas’ 14 one-goal losses. The 
combination of faulty finishing and goaltending have foiled the Stars in 
tight games. 

“We’re just staying positive,” Gurianov said. “We got the one point, and 
that’s an important point for us. We’re battling for a playoff spot, and we’ll 
work hard to get the two points tomorrow.” 

If the Stars were simply average in overtime and shootouts — say a 5-6 
record — they would be just three points behind Chicago with four games 
in hand, a much more enviable position than they currently find 
themselves in. 

The Panthers got the big saves from Bobrovsky. They got the finish from 
Ekblad. The Stars have been missing those all year (perhaps having Ben 
Bishop and Tyler Seguin out of the lineup contributes to that, too). 

“We’re going to have to go on a run here pretty soon,” Klingberg said. 
“It’s frustrating for sure.” 

Injury updates: Roope Hintz missed Saturday’s game with a nagging 
lower-body injury that has made him a game-time decision for most of 
the season. Hintz has not played three straight games since he played 
nine in a row from Jan. 30-Feb. 22. 

Stars coach Rick Bowness said Alexander Radulov would “hopefully” 
play Sunday evening against the Panthers. Saturday was Radulov’s fifth 
straight missed game because of a lower-body injury that also kept him 
out for 15 games previously. 

Bowness also said Joel Kiviranta will not play for a week. Kiviranta is on 
injured reserve with a lower-body injury suffered Sunday vs. Nashville. 

Seeing stripes: The topic of game management has been in the news 
around the sport this week thanks to the removal of referee Tim Peel 
because of comments during a Nashville-Detroit game about make-up 
calls. 

Bowness has been around professional hockey for almost 50 years, so 
how has he seen officials manage the game during that time? 

“The game is much, much faster today,” Bowness said. “It’s younger, it’s 
faster. So it’s a tough job for the officials. They do the best job they can. 
The older officials, they let a little bit more go, and they have a good feel 
because it was easier to manage because of the speed of the game 
[years ago]. The speed of the game makes the officials’ job that much 
more difficult today.” 
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Aaron Ekblad scores game-winner in OT — twice! — and Panthers snap 
3-game losing streak 

 

BY DAVID WILSON 

 

The depression of the Florida Panthers’ longest losing streak of the 
season hung even harder on Aaron Ekblad when he skated back onto 
the ice for the final 47.8 seconds of overtime. His apparent game-winning 
goal was no more, wiped away because he had just barely been offsides. 
He had less than a minute to redeem himself or face the stress of a 
shootout. 

The Dallas Stars raced on the attack first and Sergei Bobrovsky made 
two game-saving stops. The second, a diving kick save with his right pad, 
let the Panthers charge in the other direction and, of course, give Ekblad 
a chance at redemption. With 9.3 seconds to go, he delivered the game-
winning goal for a 4-3 victory — for real, this time. 

“I don’t think I’ve ever seen somebody score two overtime goals in the 
same game,” coach Joel Quenneville said, “so that can go down as one 
of the better moves that we’ve seen.” 

The defenseman dashed to the front of the net and gathered a pass from 
All-Star left wing Jonathan Huberdeau as the final seconds ticked away. 
He deked to his right and shifted the puck back to his left, flipping a 
backhand goal over Stars goaltender Anton Khudobin to snap Florida’s 
season-worst three-game losing streak in Dallas. 

EK REALLY SAID "OK I'LL JUST DO IT AGAIN!" 
pic.twitter.com/eMDy9K7rgZ 

— Florida Panthers (@FlaPanthers) March 28, 2021 

The most frustrating week of the Panthers’ season nearly ended with 
another devastating result before Ekblad finally lifted the them back into 
the win column despite another spotty effort. 

“It’s a big deal,” Ekblad said. “There’s like a depression when you go 
through these things. Three games doesn’t sound like much, but it’s a lot 
in this league and it’s really important, in terms of seeding and 
positioning, for us to win.” 

Florida, which was playing without two of its top three forwards, managed 
just 25 shots and needed a hat trick from forward Carter Verhaeghe just 
to get to overtime in front of 4,209 at the American Airlines Center. 

Verhaeghe, who scored 13 points as a rookie last year with the Tampa 
Bay Lightning, now has 27 and leads the Panthers (21-9-4) with 15 
goals. On Saturday, he scored at even-strength in the opening minute, 
on the power play with 3:00 left in the first period and on the penalty kill 
late in the second. 

While most of his success this year has come while playing with 
Aleksander Barkov, Verhaeghe’s best game yet came with the star 
center sidelined. 

On Tuesday, Florida scratched Barkov during warm-ups ahead of a 
game against the Chicago Blackhawks. The forward is dealing with a 
lower-body injury and Quenneville said it’s “doubtful” he plays at all this 
weekend. On Thursday, the Panthers lost their second straight without 
Barkov and star right wing Patric Hornqvist went down with an 
undisclosed injury. He’ll be out for about a week, Quenneville said. 
Florida desperately needed a secondary contributor to step up. 

Verhaeghe did so in less than 30 seconds. 

“Everyone had to step up tonight,” Verhaeghe said. 

Quenneville moved Noel Acciari into Barkov’s spot at center on the top 
line and the defensive-minded grinder gave the grouping a different 
identity in between Verhaeghe and winger Anthony Duclair. 

He started by blocking a shot and turned it into a transition opportunity. 
The forward fed a cross-ice pass to Verhaeghe on the left side of the rink 
and he beat Khudobin just 24 seconds into the game to give Florida a 1-0 
lead. 

The Stars (11-11-9) answered back with two goals in the period to take a 
2-1 lead before Verhaeghe scored on a power play to tie the game at 2-2 
at the end of the first. Again, Acciari chipped in an assist. 

With two important power-play contributors out, Acciari found a spot on 
the Panthers’ second unit. He came on to the ice for the last 27 seconds 
of the power play and rushed to the net after right wing Frank Vatrano 
shot from outside. He poked at a loose puck and jarred it away from 
Khudobin, and Verhaeghe pounced to score his second and tie the game 
at 2-2. After the period, he headed into the dressing room to get six or 
seven stitches above his left eye after his helmet cut into his eyebrow. 
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At the end of the second period, Verhaeghe pushed Florida ahead again. 
The Panthers were trying to kill another penalty and Verhaeghe was the 
lone forward forechecking the Stars. He perched himself at the blue line 
and waited for Dallas defenseman Miro Heiskanen to get careless with 
the puck. He snatched away possession, skated into open space and 
sniped a go-ahead goal into the top right corner of the net. 

“We were trying to put as many shots as we could on them,” Verhaeghe 
said. “I was just happy it went in.” 

Florida, though, coughed up the lead again with 17 minutes remaining. 
The third period became about survival, as the Panthers managed to put 
just four shots on net in the final 20 minutes of regulation. 

Bobrovsky kept them afloat, making 31 saves on 34 shots, and finally 
Ekblad was able to take advantage of more open ice. He learned his 
lesson when the first goal got called back. He made sure his final attempt 
would count. 

“I guess,” Verhaeghe said, “Ek made up for himself.” 
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Ekblad scores two goals in OT — and one counts — as Panthers edge 
Dallas to end three-game pointless skid 

 

ASSOCIATED PRESS | MAR 28, 2021 AT 12:47 AM 

 

DALLAS — Aaron Ekblad scored with 9.3 seconds left in overtime after 
his apparent winner moments earlier was wiped out by a replay review, 
and the Florida Panthers beat the Dallas Stars 4-3 on Saturday night. 

“I don’t think I’ve ever seen someone score two overtime goals in the 
same game,” Florida coach Joel Quenneville said. 

Carter Verhaeghe got the Panthers to overtime with a hat trick and they 
snapped a three-game losing streak that marked their longest of the 
season. Sergei Bobrovsky made 31 saves in the first of back-to-back 
games between the teams in Dallas. 

Ekblad scored on a backhand on a 2-on-1 after being denied a goal with 
47.8 seconds remaining in the extra period when a video review 
determined he was offside. 

“I was very discouraged,” said Ekblad, whose 11 goals this season tied 
him for the most among NHL defensemen. “It hurt, but right after, they 
put me right back out and I was given the opportunity.” 

“Made up for being offside,” Verhaeghe said. 

Denis Gurianov, John Klingberg and Joel L’Esperance scored for the 
Stars, who haven’t won consecutive games since opening the season 4-
0-0. They were coming off Thursday’s victory over NHL-leading Tampa 
Bay. 

Anton Khudobin stopped 24 shots in his third straight loss (0-1-2). 

“We need to win games,” Klingberg said, with the Stars six points out of 
the last playoff berth in the Central Division after playing in last season’s 
Stanley Cup Final. “We’re going to have to go on a run here pretty soon.” 

Verhaeghe took the team lead with 15 goals with his second career hat 
trick and picked up the scoring slack as Florida played without two of its 
most productive forwards because of injury: captain Aleksander Barkov 
(13 goals, 37 points) and Patric Hornqvist (12 goals, 25 points). 

With the Panthers coming off a shutout loss Thursday in Chicago, 
Verhaeghe scored 24 seconds in on the game’s first shot on goal. He 

added his second late in first period on the power play after Gurianov and 
Klingberg had given Dallas a 2-1 lead. 

Verhaeghe stole the puck from defenseman Miro Heiskanen in Dallas’ 
defensive zone while killing a penalty and whistled a wrist shot from the 
left circle to the upper far corner at 17:40 of the second period. 

VERHAEGHE’S BIG NIGHT 

The second-year forward who signed as a free agent last fall following a 
season with Tampa Bay scored 5-on-5, on the power play and short-
handed. 

“I was hoping he’d get an empty-netter,” Quenneville said, “but we’re 
dreaming a little bit there in color.” 

Verhaeghe also took some stitches – six or seven by his count – on an 
eyebrow during the first intermission. 

“I think it was my helmet,” he said. “I went into the boards hard.” 

AT THE OTHER END 

Between Ekblad’s offside goal and his game-winner, Bobrovsky made 
point-blank saves on Heiskanen and Klingberg. 

“You can’t ask for better scoring chances than we had in overtime,” 
Dallas coach Rick Bowness said. “Two guys all alone in front of the net. 
You give their goalie credit.” 

ICE CHIPS 

The Panthers are 14-0-1 when leading after two periods and 11-5-1 on 
the road. The Stars are 0-9-7 when trailing after two periods and 2-9 in 
games decided in overtime. … Panthers defenseman Keith Yandle 
played in his 900th consecutive game, the longest current streak and 
third-longest in NHL history, and the longest among defensemen. … 
Barkov (lower-body injury) is doubtful to return Sunday, and Hornqvist 
(undisclosed injury) is expected to miss a week. … Roope Hintz, second 
on the Stars with 10 goals, missed his eighth game in the last 18 with a 
nagging lower-body injury. … Joel Hanley had two assists for Dallas, his 
first multi-point game of the season. 

UP NEXT 

Sunday’s game will be the fourth of a five-game homestand for the Stars 
and the fourth of a five-game road trip for the Panthers. 
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Greatest Honour denied in Florida Derby by Known Agenda 

 

By TOM JICHA 

 

HALLANDALE BEACH — Known Agenda, the last horse to defeat 
overwhelming favorite Greatest Honour, did it again Saturday in the 
$750,000 Florida Derby. 

Greatest Honour, who came into the race on a three-race winning streak, 
was sent away as the 4-5 public choice but could manage only to get up 
for a non-threatening third after a difficult trip. Soup and Sandwich,, who 
was prominent throughout, held the place. 

Irad Ortiz Jr. bided his time with Known Agenda, a 5-1 shot, rating him in 
mid-pack early. He picked up the pace along the inside going up the 
backstretch, which concerned trainer Todd Pletcher, who said he feels 
his colt prefers racing in the clear outside horses. Ortiz, however, said his 
mount was “going great” so he stayed put. 
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Known Agenda appeared to be in a bit of a box around the run as pace-
makers Nova Rags and Soup and Sandwich continued to duel. An 
opportunity presented itself for Known Agenda near the top of the stretch 
and Ortiz asked for his best. Known Agenda accelerated as if put into 
overdrive. By the time the leaders hit the run for home, Known Agenda 
had cleared the other two and the only question was would Greatest 
Honour’s stretch move be strong enough to make a race of it. 

But the favorite was no match for the winner, who got under the wire 2 
3/4 lengths ahead of Soup and Sandwich and almost six lengths to the 
better of Greatest Honour, who had taken the Holy Bull and Fountain of 
Youth. 

Known  Agenda completed a mile and an eighth in 1:49.45, well off the 
stakes record of 1:46 4/5 set in 1957 by General Duke. 

The victory was a milestone for Ortiz who established a record for wins in 
a Gulfstream winter meeting with his 138th victory. Luis Saez had the 
previous high, 137, in 2017-18. Ortiz equaled that mark earlier in the card 
when he guided Sweet Bye and Bye to the winner’s circle in the Sand 
Springs Stakes. He said the record is secondary to having a legitimate 
Derby contender. “I kept telling Mr. Pletcher to get me one and he did.” 

The victory was the fifth in Gulfstream’s signature event for Pletcher, who 
has won his 17th Gulfstream training title in 18 years.  Pletcher’s 2017 
Florida Derby winner, Always Dreaming, doubled up in the Kentucky 
Derby, the next stop for Known Agenda. “It’s certainly the hope,” Pletcher 
said. 

Vinnie Viola, owner of the Florida Panthers, was part of the ownership 
team of Always Dreaming and shares ownership in Known Agenda.  
After a couple of disappointing performances at Aqueduct and Tampa 
Bay Downs, he said he was worried Known Agenda wouldn’t be up to 
taking on a field as strong as the Florida Derby’s. “If it was up to me, I 
would have put him on a plane to California for the Santa Anita Derby.” 

After an 11-length win in a Gulfstream allowance, Pletcher decided the 
horse had turned a corner and was ready for Gulfstream’s signature 
race. One of the turning points was when he equipped Known Agenda 
with blinkers for the allowance race. Pletcher said John Velazquez, who 
had ridden Known Agenda twice, recommended the equipment change.  
When Velazquez had out of town commitments, he lost the mount to 
Ortiz, who now has the Derby horse he has been looking for all winter. 
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Carter Verhaeghe gets a hat trick as Panthers win in Dallas 

 

By George Richards  

 

When he scored just 24 seconds into the game, you kind of knew it 
would be that kind of a night for Carter Verhaeghe as the Panthers 
played in Dallas. 

Verhaeghe not only scored his first power play goal of the season, but he 
got his first shorthanded goal as well en route to a hat trick and a 4-3 
overtime win against the host Stars. 

Aaron Ekblad was the only other Florida player to score as he got the OT 
winner to snap the team’s three-game losing streak. 

Ekblad had apparently scored the winner moments before but was ruled 
offside. 

”I was discouraged, very discouraged. That one hurt,” Ekblad said. “Right 
after, (Ulf Samuelson) put me back out there and gave me the 
opportunity. Bob made a great blocker save and that’s the only reason 
we were able to go and do that.” 

The second one, with just 10 seconds left, counted. 

”You’re thinking ‘what a chance’ and it’s over and then it is offside,” Joel 
Quenneville said. 

“I don’t think I have ever seen anyone score two goals in an overtime 
game. So that can go down as one of the better moves we have seen.” 

To say Verhaeghe has been a huge lift to the Panthers this season would 
definitely be an understatement. 

And, the shorthanded Panthers definitely needed him this night. 

With three goals on Saturday night, Verhaeghe now leads the Panthers 
— a team playing without leading scorers Sasha Barkov and Patric 
Hornqvist — in goals with 15. 

He also suffered a cut above his left eye which needed half-a-dozen 
stitches. Nice souvenir. 

”Right on my eyebrow,” he said. 

The Panthers had a 3-2 lead going into the third thanks to Verhaeghe’s 
first three goals, but the Stars battled back, tying the score three minutes 
into the period. 

Florida held out hope that at least one of Barkov or Hornqvist could play 
in Dallas but Quenneville publicly quashed that in the morning as both 
were ruled out. 

But lined up with Noel Acciari and Anthony Duclair, Verhaeghe got the 
Panthers off and running. 

”Huge step up game for Verhaeghe,” Ekblad said. “He is having a huge 
year and for him to get those three goals and lift us to that win is 
amazing.” 

Acciari set the first two goals up — first off a pass then on a power play 
late in the first off a shot. 

In the second, Verhaeghe broke out on a penalty kill and snapped a 
pretty wrist shot from the left circle to give Florida a lead. 

In OT, the Panthers were all over Anton Khudobin but only Ekblad put 
one (two) in the back of the net. 

Ekblad’s first OT goal came with 47.9 seconds remaining. Play resumed, 
Sergei Bobrovsky (31 saves) made another big stop and Florida was 
back the other way. 

The two teams wrap up their quick weekend series Sunday at 6. 

Florida is just happy its only losing streak this season, regardless of how 
short it was, is now over. 

”It’s a big deal,” Ekblad said, “There’s a depression when you go through 
these things. Three games doesn’t sound like much but it is a big deal in 
this league.” 

Said Verhaeghe: “We had lost a couple straight here and everyone had 
to step up tonight.” 

FIRST PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS 

Things could not have started off any better for the shorthanded Panthers 
as Florida won the opening faceoff, got the puck into the zone and 
quickly made it 1-0. 

Acciari led Verhaeghe and he jumped all over it, beating Khudobin for the 
initial lead. 

After that, the Panthers were a bit shaky on both sides of the ice with 
Dallas scoring twice within a span of 1:56 to take a 2-1 lead. 

Florida ended up tying things in the waning moments of its first power 
play chance as Verhaeghe hammered a rebound off an Acciari shot with 
three minutes left in the period. 

The Panthers outshot Dallas 9-8 in the opening period. 
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”It was a great win across the board,” Quenneville said. 

SECOND PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS 

Dallas got two power plays in the second, but NHL-leader Joe Pavelski 
did not score — but Verhaghe did again. 

The Panthers’ winger got his second career hat trick at 17:40 of the 
second as he picked off a loose puck, drove in and snapped one through 
from the left circle. 

Florida played a very solid second period and had numerous chances 
including nice looks from Gus Forsling and Acciari. 

The Panthers outshot Dallas, despite the power play disadvantage, 10-7 
in the period. 

THIRD PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS 

Dallas tied the score three minutes into the period on a goal from Joel 
L’Esperance. 

Florida offered up a few chances but appeared to be playing it safe to 
force OT and at least snare a point out of Dallas. 

They got it and more thanks to Ekblad and Bobrovsky. 

”It is one of those things that happened so quick,” Bobrovsky said. “But 
you stay focused, you know? We celebrated twice. It was a big two 
points. We are happy.” 

Said Verhaghe: “Bob made two massive saves in overtime. We thought it 
was over and he dialed back in and made two massive saves. It was 
awesome. Huge win for our team.” 

GEORGE’S THREE STARS OF THE GAME 

1. F Carter Verhaeghe, Florida 

2. D Aaron Ekblad, Florida 

3. F Noel Acciari, Florida 

ON DECK: PANTHERS AT STARS 

When: Sunday, 6 p.m. 

Where: AmericanAirlines Center, Dallas 

Season series: Florida leads 3-1 

TV/Radio: FSF/560-AM 
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Now on a losing streak, Panthers try to bounce back in Dallas 

 

By George Richards  

 

It took more than half the season, but the Florida Panthers are on their 
first losing streak as they limp into Dallas to face the Stars  this weekend. 

Over the course of the franchise’s checkered history, a three-game slide 
has sometimes come in a season’s first week. 

With the possibility that star center Sasha Barkov will return Saturday 
after missing the past two games, the Panthers have hope that the streak 
will not hit four. 

Dallas, however, is no pushover — and is in a fight for its playoff lives. 

Florida meanwhile, will be shorthanded — missing two of their top 
scorers in Sasha Barkov and Patric Hornqvist. 

Due to Covid-19 shutdowns, the Stars have only played 30 games so 
their spot near the bottom of the Central Division is not as bad as it looks 
at first glance. 

The Panthers now have a seven-point lead on fourth-place Chicago after 
the Blackhawks took all four available points this week and Florida got 
none. 

The main competition for the final playoff spot in the Central does not 
involve the Panthers, at least not directly right now. 

Dallas, which has four games in hand over Chicago, trail the Blackhawks 
for that final spot by seven points. 

So, if the Stars were to win all of those games, that is eight points right 
there. 

The Stars are, remember, the reigning Western Conference champs and 
are desperate to get back into the playoffs. 

In this case, the Panthers will have a say in who gets that fourth spot in 
the division. 

Saturday is the fourth of an eight-game season series between Dallas 
and Florida with the Panthers taking two of the first three. 

If Dallas is going to get back into this thing, having some success agains 
the Panthers will be an incredible help. 

On the flip side, Florida can continue to pad its lead and further cement 
its playoff spot. 

A win or two this weekend would not only end the Panthers’ first losing 
streak of 2021, but get them back in the hunt for the top spot in the 
Central. 

Dallas helped keep the Panthers within shouting distance of the Lightning 
with its win Thursday night. 

The Panthers are now six points behind Tampa Bay for first and three 
back of Carolina for second. 

Florida is in a much different race than the Stars are — but with three 
consecutive losses, need to be the more desperate team come Saturday. 

It is way too early to start worrying about the Panthers right now; they 
played 1 1/2 good games in Chicago and, with a bounce or two, could 
have gotten three or four points out of the trip. 

Instead, they got none. 

BARKOV, HORNQVIST OUT 

Joel Quenneville said Thursday that Barkov could return in Dallas this 
weekend after he left warmups early Tuesday and did not play in either 
Chicago game. 

Saturday, he said Barkov would not play later that night and was doubtful 
for Sunday’s game. 

Patric Hornqvist, who was seen favoring his left side as he was helped 
off the ice in the third period Thursday, is out for a week per Quenneville. 

The Panthers will again dress seven defenseman (Riley Stillman is 
coming up from the taxi squad) with Brett Connolly back in the lineup and 
likely getting a bigger role. 

It will be difficult for Florida Panthers to replace an injured Patric 
Hornqvist 

— The Panthers placed Anton Stralman on waivers Friday and he 
cleared and will remain with the team. 

Quenneville said Stralman is still “part of the group” although he will be 
moved to the taxi squad on Saturday allowing Stillman to come up. 

Florida Panthers place veteran defenseman Anton Stralman on waivers 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 28, 2021 

 

Do not be surprised to see Stralman back in his spot on the second 
pairing with Gus Forsling on Saturday, but he could be scratched or even 
sent to the taxi squad for the time being. 

Florida Panthers at Dallas Stars 

When: Saturday, 8 p.m. 

Where: AmericanAirlines Center, Dallas 

TV/Radio: FSF/560-AM 

Records (standings): Florida 20-9-4, 44 points (3rd in Central); Dallas 11-
11-8, 30 points (7th) 

All-time series: Chicago leads 26-15-3 (2 ties) 

Season series: Dallas leads 19-15-7 

Last season: Florida won 1-0 

Up next: Florida at Dallas; Sunday 6 

Previous game: Blackhawks 3, Panthers 0 

Panthers This Week — Sunday: Tampa Bay 5, Florida 3;  Tuesday: 
Chicago 3, Florida 2; Thursday: Chicago 3, Florida 0; Saturday: Florida at 
Dallas, 8; Sunday, April 27: Florida at Dallas, 6 

PROJECTED FLORIDA PANTHERS LINES 

FLORIDA FORWARDS 

91 Anthony Duclair — 23 Carter Verhaeghe — 10 Brett Connolly 

11 Jonathan Huberdeau — 21 Alex Wennberg — 19 Mason Marchment 

77 Frank Vatrano — 27 Eetu Luostarinen — 74 Owen Tippett 

61 Riley Stillman — 83 Juho Lammikko — 55 Noel Acciari 

FLORIDA DEFENSEMEN 

52 MacKenzie Weegar — 5 Aaron Ekblad 

42 Gus Forsling — 65 Markus Nutivaara 

3 Keith Yandle — 7 Radko Gudas 

FLORIDA GOALIES 

72 Sergei Bobrovsky 

60 Chris Driedger 

Scratches: F Vinnie Hinostroza, F Ryan Lomberg 

Injured: F Patric Hornqvist (lower body), F Sasha Barkov (lower body) 

Loaned to AHL Syracuse (conditioning): D Noah Juulsen (UBI) 

Taxi squad: D Kevin Connauton, D Anton Stralman, G Philippe 
Desrosiers 

Florida power play (26/106 24.5% — 9th in NHL) 

Florida penalty kill (81/101 80.2% — 13th in NHL) 

PP1: Alex Wennberg, Jonathan Huberdeau, Brett Connolly, Aaron 
Ekblad, Keith Yandle 

PP2: Noel Acciari, Frank Vatrano, Anthony Duclair, Carter Verhaeghe, 
Gus Forsling 

PROJECTED DALLAS STARS LINES 

DALLAS STARS FORWARDS 

21 Jason Robertson — 24 Roope Hintz — 16 Joe Pavelski 

14 Jamie Benn — 18 Jason Dickinson — 34 Denis Gurianov 

11 Andrew Cogliano — 12 Radek Faksa — 15 Blake Comeau 

49 Rhett Gardner — 37 Justin Dowling — 38 Joel L’Esperance 

DALLAS STARS DEFENSEMEN 

23 Esa Lindell — 3 John Klingberg 

2 Jamie Oleksiak — 4 Miro Heiskanen 

44 Joel Hanley — 13 Mark Pysyk 

DALLAS STARS GOALIES 

35 Anton Khudobin 

29 Jake Oettinger 

Dallas power play (24/101, 23.8% — 12th in NHL) 

Dallas penalty kill (71/92 77.2% — 18th in NHL) 

PP1: Joe Pavelski, Roope Hintz, Jason Robertson, John Klingberg, Miro 
Heiskanen 

PP2: Radek Faksa, Justin Dowling, Jamie Benn, Esa Lindell, Denis 
Gurianov 
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Sportsnet.ca / Gaudreau rises to Sutter's challenge to help Flames snap 
four-game skid 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

March 28, 2021, 2:04 AM 

 

Many believed the hiring of Darryl Sutter would mark the beginning of the 
end for Johnny Gaudreau as a Calgary Flame. 

On Saturday, the new coach added credence to that theory. 

Or did he? 

Hours before the 27-year-old Flames winger was slated to suit up for his 
500th NHL game, Sutter was asked for a cursory quote on the struggling 
star’s milestone. 

“If you’re just basing it on his 500th game tonight, hopefully he has more 
energy than in his 499th game,” said Sutter. 

Remaining Time -0:30 

Sutter on Gaudreau's 500th game: 'Hopefully he has more energy than in 
his 499th' 

Next question. 

In terms of background, it must be pointed out that Sutter has long used 
the media as a tool to take regular shots like that to try firing up players. 

This one felt cheap though. 

Unnecessary. 

So much so the Flames omitted it when rebroadcasting the coach’s 
Zoom call on their website. 

It wasn’t a good look. 

But, pardon me for asking, did it work? 

By night’s end, Gaudreau had his first assist (he had a second one taken 
away after the game) since Sutter joined the team ten games ago. 
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He drew a penalty, set linemate Brett Ritchie up for two great scoring 
chances and looked like his old, freewheeling self as the game 
progressed and the Flames broke a 2-2 tie to snap a four-game losing 
skid with a 4-2 win over the Winnipeg Jets. 

While he would never come out and say the coach’s comment motivated 
him, he certainly admitted it caught his attention. 

“Ya, I heard it — didn’t think much of it,” shrugged an unusually talkative 
Gaudreau, clearly proud of his game log. 

“I’ve been playing hockey for 24, 25 years now, and I know when I 
haven’t played well and when I have played well. Personally, I’ve been 
going up and down throughout the season and obviously not finding the 
net sometimes. I try to work as hard as I can each night for the 23 guys in 
that locker room. I played for a long time with a lot of those guys in that 
locker room and I’m sure a lot of them are really happy for me after 
tonight. It was a special night. It was a great night to win, playing my 
500th game." 

It’s no secret the struggles Gaudreau has had this season and last have 
been compounded by Sutter’s arrival. 

The growing pains were inevitable given Sutter’s demand for defensive 
details and dreaded dump-ins. 

He’s taken just as many hellacious hits (two, thanks to Neal Pionk and 
Justin Holl) as he has scored goals since Sutter was hired, albeit in three 
minutes less ice time nightly than Geoff Ward afforded him. 

The coach has urged him to shoot it more, which has proven to be 
troublesome in a tighter defensive system the five-foot-nine, 165-pound 
winger has been uncomfortable adapting to. 

He admitted as much last week while being a good soldier by adding that 
regardless of his obvious adjustment period, the coach’s word is gospel. 

Give him credit, as a gifted playmaker who has accrued the bulk of his 
472 points from the perimeter, he seems focused on trying to satisfy the 
coach in ways he hasn’t before. 

“All coaches are different — whether you tell me personally or the way I 
heard it tonight, I take a lot out of my game,” said Gaudreau. 

“I look at it and try to play as hard as I can each night. I’m an offensive 
guy and sometimes the numbers aren’t there and that looks bad on me. 
But I try to be smart defensively. I try to do the right things and I feel like 
I’ve been getting better at that throughout my years here. Tonight was a 
big win for us and that’s what I can take out of it.” 

Where the relationship goes from here is anyone’s guess, as Sutter has 
a long track record of being unrelenting on his top players, forever 
insisting they need to give more. 

How Gaudreau responds may play a role in his fate this summer. 

But then, it might not. 

When asked after the game about his pre-game suggestion Gaudreau 
lacked energy his last outing, Sutter doubled down. 

“I didn’t suggest it – it was a fact,” said Sutter, who regularly lit similar 
fires under Jarome Iginla. 

“He was much better tonight. His pace was better. Quite honestly it was 
his best game he’s played since I joined the team. He’s an elite-level 
player in this league, so he has to try to have his best game every game 
for us.” 

Message received. 

Response delivered. 

Midway through the first period, Gaudreau earned stick taps from his 
teammates as the undersized fourth-round pick was saluted on the 
Jumbotron for a half-century of games that have him sitting tenth in NHL 

scoring since the Hobey Baker winner joined the Flames in 2014 with a 
goal on his very first shot. 

His victim? Jacob Markstrom, for you trivia buffs. 

He’s since had 30 game-winners, posted a 99-point season, won a Lady 
Byng and proved countless doubters wrong. 

It certainly seemed he deserved better than to have his accomplishments 
brushed aside Saturday morning by a coach whose only focus was 
getting the most out of his marquee man. 

Or was it exactly what he needed? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: What Eric Staal's trade means for the Taylor 
Hall market 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

March 27, 2021 

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. This is just a makeup column for 
botching the last one. 

1. “Yeah, for sure,” Taylor Hall says, he’d be willing to waive his no-trade 
clause. And escape the disaster that is the Buffalo Sabres in 2021. 

Rare to see a player so bluntly honest, but we’re past sugarcoating here. 

It’s sad to watch the deterioration of the Sabres, who have been shut out 
in more games (seven) than they’ve won (six). And who have now traded 
one of their major off-season acquisitions, Eric Staal, to Montreal — a 
team originally on Staal’s no-trade list — 17 days in advance of the trade 
deadline. 

That an inexperienced Kevyn Adams must now execute more critical 
rental deals in the next two weeks (when he’s not forced behind the 
bench himself) only adds to the drama. 

The trick will be maximizing his return on Hall after yielding just a third- 
and a fifth-round pick for Staal, plus retaining half his salary. 

How much is that paltry return for a middle-six centreman the fault of 
Adams versus selling guys with poor stat lines in a buyer’s market? 

The asking price for Hall begins with a first-round pick, according to 
Pierre LeBrun. 

Six players were traded at the 2020 deadline for return packages that 
included a first-rounder: Brady Skjei, Barclay Goodrow, Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau, Ondrej Kase, Blake Coleman, and Jason Zucker. 

All but Pageau had term on their deals, ensuring the acquiring team 
multiple runs. And the Pageau deal only went through because he put 
pen to paper on an extension with the Islanders immediately after. 

In other words, none were a pure rental like Hall. 

Even if he retains half of Hall’s exorbitant $8-million cap hit, Adams’ price 
will have to drop. While a reduced Canadian quarantine could open a 
couple options, Hall’s full no-move clause could also limit his GM's trade 
partners. 

The funny thing is, the Staal trade — hardly a windfall — may have just 
helped set the market against Buffalo’s favour. 
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2. Retired referee Kerry Fraser recalls a nugget of advice passed down 
from his own mentor, John McCauley. 

“The very most successful referee is a guy that allows the game to be 
controlled in bedlam,” Fraser relayed during an appearance on Lead Off, 
following the Tim Peel debacle. 

“No referee wants to impose himself in a game. He wants to drop the 
puck and say, ‘Bring it back to me at the end.’ Let’s play. It’s great for the 
fans. It’s great for the players.” 

McCauley, Fraser, Peel, none of them called the rulebook like a 
pointdexter. 

Do that, as Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe noted this week, and you’d 
be whistling 50 infractions a night. 

“There’s an art to officiating. It’s not just enforce the rules,” Fraser 
argues. “You have to learn your trade.” 

Fraser donned the stripes for some 30 NHL years and found himself in 
his own share of controversies. Once the league installed its two-ref 
system, he’d review the two teams with his partner before puck drop and 
say: “Let’s not take the heartbeat out of the game here.” 

Ideally, they’d avoid overreaction early and create a flow to the action. 
Players changing on the fly and picking themselves up after receiving 
hard hits. Fewer stoppages means fewer opportunities to scrum and 
bicker and seek retribution. 

Keefe highlighted an important fact: That hockey is the only major team 
sport where each penalty has an effect on the game clock. An excess of 
penalties could effect the fan experience and the entertainment value. 
“That’s at the root of our sport,” Keefe said. 

Game management and make-up calls, however, are not the same thing. 
And if the more talented side deserves to draw seven penalties, that 
shouldn’t mean the other gets five ticky-tack power-plays just so the 
ledger looks more balanced. 

“The best way I feel about it is keeping the standard as consistent as 
possible, at least from start to finish. Some nights, a little more gets let 
go. Sometimes it's a little tighter. But when the standards change in-
game so significantly, that's when it can get frustrating as a player,” Leafs 
captain John Tavares says. 

“But I don't think anyone wants to see important games, important points 
be decided by a faceoff violation in the last two minutes of a great hockey 
game that's got a lot on the line and may be even a playoff game.” 

The NHL had to come down hard on Peel, especially as it drives to be a 
larger player in the gambling space. But there is some measure of 
sympathy for a mic’d-up scapegoat who, Fraser says, was urged to delay 
retirement and call one more season and help mentor younger stripes on 
the craft. 

“I always liked Tim Peel,” Arizona Coyotes defenceman Jason Demers 
tweeted. “There’s a flow in NHL games that refs have to manage that 
might be tough to notice. They are human, and make mistakes, and 
sometimes get caught up in keeping that flow. Might be excessive [shrug 
emojis].” 

If hunting for makeup calls disappears as a result of the hot mic, 
fantastic. 

But those who expect every infraction to trigger a whistle should be 
careful what they wish for. 

Luke Fox 

3. Here’s a Tim Peel ripple effect. 

Referee Eric Furlatt made a point to clasp his hand over his collar mic 
during this discussion with Wayne Simmonds Friday night. Why take the 
risk of anyone getting exposed for saying something reprimandable? 

4. Colorado Avalanche and Toronto Maple Leafs fans will both get some 
insight into Nazem Kadri if they check out his candid interview on the 
Spittin’ Chiclets podcast this week. 

Kadri, 30, dives into the differences between the markets and recalls the 
weird feeling of getting undressed postgame in Denver and no reporters 
even approaching him. He was used to deep scrums, waves of 
questions, and front-page treatment as a Leaf. 

“The privacy aspect in Denver — nobody’s bugging you,” Kadri marvels. 

Kadri goes over his nixed trade to Calgary, confirms some of the other 
organizations on his no-trade list, and admits to initial bitterness over 
being traded to the Avs. 

“I knew I was gonna get better, and I wanted to provide more for the 
[Leafs]. They decided to go in a different direction, and I’m OK with that,” 
said Kadri, now embracing his important role on a U.S. contender. 

Kadri also acknowledges the role his back-to-back playoff suspensions 
against the Bruins played in his ouster. But is confident he’d learned his 
lesson. 

“Bit of a s––––– thing for me to go through. But you can’t think I was 
gonna do that again for a third time, did ya?” Kadri smiled. “Two’s 
enough.” 

5. Despite their rebuilding year, and a ridiculous string of goalie injuries, 
the young Senators deserve props for not wilting. The overall results 
aren’t there, but effort is never questioned. 

“As the season has worn on, they've gotten a lot more comfortable with 
how it is they want to play and need to play,” Sheldon Keefe observes. 
“We felt that, really, right from the start of the season, they're a difficult 
team to play against. I think they've had a lot of nights where the game 
gets away on them early and they've had some difficulty getting saves, 
but anytime they've gotten those saves and they've stayed in games and 
hung around, they're either winning games or they're an extremely 
difficult team to beat. 

“Just to focus on the last 20 games, they're really as good as any team in 
the division in that sense. It's a team that, because of their start, perhaps 
a lot of people overlook them. But you watch the games and focus on 
them, they're doing a lot of things. Obviously, haven't lost the regulation 
in [six] games here now. They're a confident team, and certainly they've 
played probably their best hockey against us.” 

D.J. Smith deserves credit for keeping his players motivated without a 
playoff spot to grasp. 

“He's got lots of energy,” says Keefe, who coached against Smith in the 
OHL and worked with him in Toronto. “He's got lots of personality to him 
and communicates well with the players and does a really good job of 
getting the group to play together as a unit and towards one goal and 
have one focus there.” 

6. “You don’t often get to celebrate with the bench,” Zach Hyman said 
last Saturday, after breaking protocol. 

Typically, you score a big goal, party with the other four teammates on 
the ice, then glide to the bench for fist bumps, but after wheeling around 
the Flames net to give himself some space, the momentum of Hyman’s 
fadeaway shot carried him right into the Leafs bench. 

Hyman pointed out that it was only possible in the second period 
because the home bench is closer to the O-zone. 

“Wayne Simmonds was there so it was fun to celebrate with him,” Hyman 
said. 

Left hanging, however, was William Nylander — who was also ready for 
some palm slapping. 

“Next time I'll let them know that I'm ready for a high five,” Nylander 
smiled. “All good.” 
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7. Quote of the Week. 

David Pastrnak, asked how he stayed in shape stuck in COVID protocol: 
"I did a couple pushups with one hand." 

Pastrnak is the Jack Palance of hockey. 

8. Alexander Kerfoot is enjoying a pinch-me moment as he hops the 
boards with icons Joe Thornton and Jason Spezza. 

“It's just watching their habits every day. I mean, you see Jumbo. He 
doesn't take any days off. Same with Spezz. They're always in the gym, 
trying to do something every day to get a little bit better on the ice. 
They're always staying after, working on things,” Kerfoot explains. 

“Jumbo has kind of taken both of us and ran us through a couple of drills 
that I had never really done before. I never had a line just get together 
and do our own little drills, but Jumbo just wanted us all to be on the 
same page.” 

The extra work is paying off, as the 37-year-old Spezza will take a three-
game goal streak into Saturday’s game versus Edmonton. 

“Lots of confidence. He’s feeling it. He’s shooting the puck. He’s hanging 
onto it in the offensive zone. He was really one of the only guys that was 
winning faceoffs for us here today, which earns him more ice time,” 
Sheldon Keefe said, following the Leafs’ 3-2 OT win in Ottawa Friday. 

Coach Keefe seems to have found a fourth line that works. Timely 
contributions have been critical with the Leafs’ power play in an 0-for-16 
slump and super sniper Auston Matthews enduring a five-game drought. 

“Right now our top guys are fighting it around the net a little bit, and it 
isn’t falling for them. We need to get those goals from other guys. Get 
one from that line and one from [Ilya] Mikheyev there and that line. That’s 
obviously very important for us,” Keefe said. 

“It wasn’t just that one that went in for them, but they had some good 
shifts and sequences coming out of O-zone faceoffs earlier in the game 
too.” 

9. After getting their lunch fed to them by the Senators, the Calgary 
Flames have a .471 points percentage, a minus-14 goal differential, and 
a 4.9 per cent chance of making the North Division playoffs (per 
SportsClubStats.com). 

GM Brad Treliving is on his fifth head coach. Time to look at the skaters. 

Derek Ryan, Josh Leivo, Brett Ritchie, Joakim Nordstrom, Zac Rinaldo, 
Nikita Nesterov, and backup goalie David Rittich are all pending UFAs. 
Depth pieces. 

If you’re Treliving, do you sell for a small return — or do you hold your 
cards and hope Darryl Sutter can get the group on a run? Probably the 
latter. 

As we brace ourselves for a seventh round of Johnny Gaudreau trade 
rumours this summer, the big question is whether the core must be 
dismantled? It’s been a long time since the Flames looked like a 
consistent force. 

Gaudreau and Sean Monahan simply aren’t generating enough even-
strength offence in a division dominated by elite top-end talent. (Just 
peek at the top-six production of Canada’s top three teams — Toronto, 
Edmonton and Winnipeg.) 

More than half (11) of Gaudreau and Monahan’s 20 combined goals 
have come on the power-play. 

10. The Philadelphia Flyers’ shot at saving their season and scrambling 
for a post-season berth isn’t much better: 6.2 per cent. 

Philly’s issue is plain. Pretty difficult to win with a league-worst .875 save 
percentage, an indictment on Carter Hart but also the defenders in front 
of him. 

Hart is in a contract year and will be restricted after the season. What 
once looked like a situation where the team should try to lock up a No. 1 
goalie for as long as possible has morphed into a situation where a 
bridge deal might be the best course for both sides. 

Hot take: Should Alain Vigneault try dressing his goalies in Puffy coats? 

GM Chuck Fletcher had originally planned to be a buyer but must switch 
tacks. (Side thought: How sweet must it be for Ron Hextall to see his 
Penguins on the rise right now?) 

Like Treliving, Fletcher doesn’t have a ton of impact pieces to consider 
selling. We’re looking at depth pieces like Scott Laughton, Michael Raffl, 
Erik Gustafsson and Samuel Morin. 

11. Ladies and gentlemen, the fake lacrosse goal: 

In a USPHL game between the Charlotte Rush and Northern Cyclones, 
19-year-old C.J. Zezima executed this brilliant sell job of the Michigan 
move, pretending to scoop the puck onto his blade behind the net but 
instead leaving it for teammate Zach Dill. 

All the Cyclones bite, giving Dill an easy wraparound. Beautiful. 

12. “I got my parade!” Bob Plager, the Original Blue, told a giddy throng 
of St. Louisans partying in the summer of 2019. 

A sad day in the hockey world Wednesday, learning that the 78-year-old 
Plager had been killed in a car crash. The outpouring of love for Plager 
has provided some comfort. 

"He's the reason why I love St. Louis so much. Everyone keeps saying, 
'Why do you keep coming back?' It's for that type of guy right there,” 
David Perron said. 

T.J. Oshie, a Blue for seven seasons, tweeted: “I can still see the little 
smirk as Bobby would walk up to me to tell a couple jokes. Almost as if 
he had already said it in his head and was holding back the laugh. I’ll 
always cherish those little moments with him. Rest In Peace #5.” 

Plager was either a player, coach or executive for nearly all of the Blues' 
existence since 1967 until his death. On skates, he repped the Blues in 
the final twice but had to wait until ’19 to hoist the Stanley Cup. 

Prior to that final series against Boston, Ryan O’Reilly had promised 
Plager they’d get him his parade. And we’ll never forget Plager’s 
presence during that final two springs ago. He was always around the 
rink, always smiling, always available. 

Like the host of the greatest party a hockey lifer could be invited to. Rest 
in peace. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' roster not yet set in stone, despite Bergevin's 
public stance 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

March 27, 2021 

 

MONTREAL — Forget a grain of salt, take most of what Marc Bergevin 
said on Saturday with a rock of it. 

Because when the general manager of the Montreal Canadiens stated, 
just one sleep after acquiring Eric Staal at half-price and for a couple of 
mid-range draft picks from the Buffalo Sabres, that he’s “not at all” eyeing 
other deals ahead of the April 12 trade deadline, it was at least in part 
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because, as he put it, “I don’t think it’s in the best interest of the Montreal 
Canadiens to sit in front of the camera and lay out everything I’m trying to 
do.” 

Of course, it is absolutely true the Canadiens are up against the cap, 
which makes doing more extremely challenging. 

But when Bergevin was asked about trying to move out roster players to 
create some much-needed cap space in order to continue adding to the 
team, he was visibly trying to suppress a wry smile in responding “no.” 
And the GM was flat out laughing when he said, “Let me think about it 
and I’ll get back to you in a couple of days,” in response to a question 
about getting highly-touted prospect Cole Caufield signed to an entry-
level deal. 

We laughed, too, because we didn't believe for even a millisecond that 
Bergevin was going to sit on his hands instead of doing everything 
possible to take advantage of the opportunity he has to continue making 
the Canadiens better over the next three weeks. And before the end of 
Saturday night, Caufield had put pen to paper, agreeing to a three-year 
deal. 

But about that opportunity… it remains a huge one, with the Canadiens 
owning 12 picks in the 2021 Draft, a huge pool of prospects that won’t 
suffer much damage by being dipped into and players who can easily 
move off the margins of the roster to clear space. 

Bergevin repeated for a third time in two weeks he wasn’t looking to do 
that and, as we noted, it’s probably best he say that while they’re still 
here. 

But Bergevin also said this on Saturday: “I know there’s teams who do 
have cap space that are willing to take on cap space. So, if you want to 
buy cap space, that’s available. But there’s a price to pay for that. And 
depending on the amount you’re trying to buy, the price becomes 
steeper. Like a three-way deal where a team takes on a player and then 
retains money and then ships him to the other place — that’s out there, 
but I’m not going to go into detail what are the teams that are doing that 
or trying to do that. But that’s also a possibility.” 

Yeah, we’d call it the most intriguing possibility imaginable for a team 
“maxed out on the cap,” as Bergevin put it. A team playing exclusively in 
an up-for-grabs North Division up until the Stanley Cup semifinals and 
one that realistically has to create some room just to fit Caufield’s deal in, 
let alone those of other players the GM might want to acquire. 

And Bergevin should have his eye on at least a few, because he’s 
already done so much that there’s no point in stopping now. Bringing in 
Staal for 2021 third- and fifth-round picks was just the latest in a long line 
of moves to turn the Canadiens into contenders — with Cup winners 
Jake Allen, Joel Edmundson, Tyler Toffoli, Josh Anderson, Corey Perry 
and Michael Frolik added in the off-season and coaching changes made 
midstream just to keep the Canadiens moving towards their intended 
destination — and it’s a strong one, regardless of Staal’s bad half-season 
in Buffalo. 

“A position that was a bit vulnerable, in terms of experience, was centre,” 
Bergevin said. “To be able to get (36-year-old) Eric Staal… he’s not the 
same player he was when he was 25, but he has lots of experience. 

“It was difficult for everyone in Buffalo but, if you look just to last year, he 
still had over 40 points in 66 games with the Wild in Minnesota. He brings 
a lot, he’s excited to come to Montreal. And he’s also a Stanley Cup 
winner, and it’s not by accident that we’re bringing Stanley Cup winners 
to Montreal.” 

Remaining Time -0:56 

Bergevin explains how Canadiens were able to acquire Staal 

No, it certainly isn’t. Because the only thing the GM has repeated more of 
late than having his hands tied by the salary cap is how much he 
believes in his team, and that’s the part we shouldn’t take with any salt. 

Bergevin, who played close to 20 years in the NHL, knows what it feels 
like to be on a deep team and have a player of Staal’s pedigree — a 
Triple Gold Club member and participant in over 1,300 NHL games 
(regular season and playoffs combined) — added to the room prior to 
trade deadline. 

“As a player, you feel like your management believes in the team and 
they want the team to have success,” Bergevin said. “Players don’t feel 
like, ‘Oh my god, now he’s going to (take my job).’ It’s not like that. It’s 
like, ‘Wow, we’re getting some help that’s going to help us, and we feel 
like management is trying to make us better.’ 

“That’s how I felt, anyway.” 

The Canadiens, who are 14-8-9 through 31 games, must feel the same. 
If anything they’ve underachieved so far, but they’re also sitting 
comfortably in a playoff spot—two points up on the Vancouver Canucks 
(37 games) and four points up on the Calgary Flames (35 games)—so 
they have to be feeling like Staal will only help them reach their potential. 

“Games in hand are only good if you win them,” Bergevin reminded. “So, 
it’s nice to have them but we have to win those games. 

"Our schedule will be a little tougher because of the week off (due to 
being shut down after two players were placed on the NHL’s COVID-19 
Protocol list last Monday), so we have to control our destiny and we have 
to win our games and not go in (to the playoffs) backdoor. So, I expect 
our team to be ready to play when we start again.” 

Bergevin also expects his team to be bolstered by the return of leading 
scorer Toffoli, who will be unavailable for what should be Montreal’s first 
game back from this unscheduled break on Tuesday but will be back in 
short order. He said, while knocking on wood, that defenceman Ben 
Chiarot, who fractured his right hand in a fight on March 10 and had 
surgery to repair it March 15, is ahead of the six-to-eight week recovery 
timeline. 

And, obviously, some banged up Canadiens got some extra healing time 
ahead of having to play the remaining games over roughly 40 days. 

Staal arrives later on Saturday and will serve his mandatory quarantine 
for a week before lacing up his skates and pulling a bleu, blanc et rouge 
jersey over his head for the first time. 

We don’t believe for a second he’ll be the last player to enjoy that 
experience this season. Caufield, who scored 30 goals and 52 points in 
31 games before his Wisconsin Badgers were eliminated from the NCAA 
Frozen Four tournament Friday, will probably do it at least once between 
now and May 10. And we’d bet that, over the coming weeks, at least one 
player will wear that Canadiens jersey for the last time this season before 
someone else — probably a defenceman — is given one. 

“Anything’s possible,” Bergevin said. 

Even if 55-year-old started by saying he’s done, we’re just waiting to see 
what he’ll do next. 
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McDavid, Oilers have a point to prove in rematch against Leafs 
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TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs and 
Edmonton Oilers (optional), who held skates at Scotiabank Arena on 
Saturday. 

A lot has changed since the Leafs outscored the Oilers 13-1 while 
sweeping three games in late February and early March. Toronto has just 
one regulation win in nine games since then (3-6-0). The Oilers, 
meanwhile, have won seven of nine to creep to within two points of the 
division leaders. 

And yet that three-game set in Edmonton remains fresh in the mind of 
figures on both sides of this rivalry.  

"We played as good as we have and I don't think we got the best that 
Edmonton has," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "I expect here now, with the 
week off and how things went the last time, that Edmonton is going to be 
at their very best and we have to find our way back to what we looked 
like out there. It's a good opportunity for us to do that. It's a great 
challenge. They're back playing extremely well and back confident once 
again and motivation won't be lacking for them." 

Connor McDavid was held without a point in the three previous games 
against his hometown team. Since then, he's been on the scoresheet 
nine straight times with 20 total points.  

"We have to show not only to them, but to ourselves that we can play 
with these guys and we can beat these guys," McDavid said. "We've 
done it before."  

The Leafs and Oilers had split the first four games of the season series 
before the domination in Edmonton.  

"Any time you get whacked around for three games at home, you know, it 
leaves a bitter taste in your mouth," said Mike Smith, who gets the start 
for the Oilers. "I feel like tonight we have no excuse but to come out with 
our best game and hopefully that’s good enough to get a win." 

Mitch Marner says that Toronto is looking to replicate "as much as 
possible" from that last series against Edmonton. The recipe for success 
against the high-octane Oilers is clear.  

"Make sure we're staying above [them] and not giving up too many odd-
man rushes," Marner outlined. "We know they're a deadly team off the 
rush so just got to make sure everyone is doing their part, being smart 
out there, and not diving in too much."  

"We're prepared for them to make a push and play hard and be a 
motivated bunch," said defenceman Morgan Rielly. "We didn't allow too 
many odd-man rushes and we played to our structure. We made it tough 
for them coming through the neutral zone, clogged it up pretty good, and 
we’re going to have to replicate that."  

Leafs aim to replicate game from Oilers sweep earlier this season 

In early March, the Maple Leafs swept the Oilers in a three-game mini-
series, outscoring them 13-1 in the process. The team explains what they 
want to replicate from that series ahead of two games against Edmonton. 

The first three games of the Oilers road trip were postponed due to the 
Canadiens' COVID situation.  

"A strange week," said McDavid. "It's been boring, honestly. That's the 
first word that comes to mind. It's almost been a little bit of a bye week, I 
guess. We should be rested. Guys should have legs. Guys should have 
energy. Sometimes when you’re coming off a delay like this the attention 
to detail or the little things can be missed so it's important to dial that in 
right away." 

During his six seasons in the National Hockey League, McDavid's played 
six games in Toronto. He has played here on a Monday, Tuesday, twice 
on a Wednesday, Friday and Sunday. So, is there any extra meaning to 
playing in Toronto on a Saturday? 

"Absolutely," McDavid said. "The league likes to try to sneak us through 
here on a Monday, Wednesday night so for us to get a Saturday night 
game is exciting. As a kid, obviously, you watch Saturday night hockey 

and growing up in the Toronto area that was always the Leafs so it's 
exciting to be able to play here on a Saturday." 

Oilers discuss 'strange' week: It's been boring as ever 

With Edmonton getting an unforeseen week off due to their games 
against the Canadiens being postponed, the Oilers say they should be 
rested and have lots of energy against the Leafs tonight. 

McDavid and Leon Draisaitl have looked great while playing on the same 
line of late, which is something the Leafs didn't see consistently during 
the three-game sweep.  

"He passes the puck so well," McDavid said of the reigning Hart Trophy 
winner. "We think a lot alike. We've been playing together for a long time 
now and kind of understand what each other is thinking and what we'll be 
doing. Obviously, a special player and always fun to get the chance to 
line up beside him."  

"They're pretty deadly together," noted Marner. "They know where each 
other is going to be. You got to be ready. When you think a pass can't be 
made, they're pretty good at finding a way to get it there." 

McDavid and Draisaitl skated on the same line at Friday’s practice, but 
Dave Tippett was noncommittal when asked about playing them together 
in Toronto.  

"It's just a tool that we use," the coach said on Saturday. "They play a lot 
together during the game whether it's power play or certain shifts here 
and there and then there are times when we want to play them together 
all the time. It just gives a different dimension to our team. They're both 
top, top players and the individual skill-set they bring is immense so you 
put them together and you're just doubling that." 

'We think a lot alike': McDavid, Draisaitl can create double trouble for 
Leafs 

Connor McDavid explains what he likes about playing on a line with Leon 
Draisaitl, while Mitch Marner says the duo is 'pretty deadly together'. 

Keefe shuffled his lines this morning, moving Joe Thornton back to the 
top line with Auston Matthews and Marner. Wayne Simmonds moved to 
the second line with John Tavares and William Nylander. 

"I've wanted to get Simmonds back with Tavares and Nylander," Keefe 
explained. "That line, to me, when Wayne left our lineup, was just starting 
to get going. I thought it's the best trio we've had there. Those guys were 
really going and had a lot of opportunities and Wayne was bringing a lot 
to the line so I've been wanting to go back with that." 

Simmonds played a couple games with Tavares and Nylander before 
breaking his wrist on Feb. 6 and missing six weeks. He has played the 
last two games with Matthews and Marner.  

Matthews and Marner, meanwhile, are likely to see a lot of Edmonton's 
top line tonight and Keefe likes how his No. 97 has handled things when 
on the ice against the Oilers No. 97.  

"Joe has played really good hockey against the Edmonton Oilers this 
season," Keefe said. "Defensively, especially, with what he's brought to 
those guys and how he's played against Edmonton's best players. He's 
done a really good job. Very conscious of when they’re out there and 
how he needs to play so wanted to get that back."  

Newcomer Alex Galchenyuk, who had been with Tavares and Nylander, 
moved to the fourth line with Alex Kerfoot and Jason Spezza.  

"Galchenyuk, getting him a good opportunity early was important," Keefe 
said. "We got him in a good place here now and I like a lot about what 
he's done. It's nothing against what he brought to that line, but I have 
wanted to get Wayne in that place." 

Keefe also stressed it was important to keep the third line together. The 
trio of Pierre Engvall between Ilya Mikheyev and Zach Hyman had a 
coming-out party of sorts against the Oilers producing a goal in each 
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game of the sweep. And Hyman really seemed to get under the skin of 
Smith in the final game of the series.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Thornton promoted to top line; Simmonds with Tavares 

Head coach Sheldon Keefe juggled his lines ahead of the Leafs' 
Saturday night matchup against the Oilers. Joe Thornton is being 
promoted back to the top line, while Wayne Simmonds moves to the 
second line with John Tavares and William Nylander. Mark Masters has 
more. 

Kailer Yamamoto returns to the Oilers lineup for the first time since 
March 17.  

"He's just got to get back to playing how he was," said Tippett. "He's 
great on the forecheck. He keeps pucks alive. He's got good skill to make 
plays. Smart defensive player. So, he just has to get his game back up 
and going again. It was an injury that kept him out a little longer than 
expected and now with the break that we had he's back and 100 per cent 
healthy." 

Yamamoto skated on the second line with Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and 
Dominik Kahun at Friday’s practice.  

"He brings a lot of work," McDavid said. "He works his tail off and works 
[to get] pucks back. He's a good little player when he's got the puck. 
Sometimes he defers a little bit too much, but that can happen with a 
young guy. When he's confident, there's not many wingers better to play 
with than that guy. He works as hard as I've seen anyone. He's a guy 
that brings a lot of energy." 

Jack Campbell, who posted a shutout against the Oilers on Feb. 27, 
makes a third straight start for the Leafs. He’s vowing to be better with 
his puck touches after a pair of botched handles ended up in the net on 
Thursday in Ottawa.  

"Those types of goals just can't go in," Campbell said. "Those are 100 
percent on me, of course."  

Keefe said that Campbell made the right decision to play the puck both 
times, but could've been more assertive. The fact he's only played five 
games this season makes it hard to get in a rhythm when it comes to 
moments like that, the coach noted.  

Frederik Andersen still isn't back on the ice. Toronto's No. 1 goalie hasn't 
skated since losing to the Flames on March 19.  

"No real update yet," said Keefe. "He's had some different examinations 
and different things he's had looked at ... his return is not imminent. I 
expect we'll have an update in the coming days." 

How will Campbell stack up against Oilers? 

Jack Campbell improved his record to 5-0 on the season and he hasn't 
given up more than two goals in a single game this season but with a 
huge test against the Oilers on the horizon this weekend, is he ready for 
the challenge? That's Hockey discusses. 
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