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Blackhawks survive rocky start, hold off Hurricanes, 2-1
By Chip Alexander
The Carolina Hurricanes ended what has been a strong
month of March with a loss that coach Rod Brind’Amour
described as “weird” and “gross.”
The Canes were beaten 2-1 by the Chicago Blackhawks,
who turned two early goals in the second period and 31
saves from rookie goalie Kevin Lankinen into a grinding
victory Tuesday at the United Center.

The Canes had been behind just three times this season
after 40 minutes before Tuesday. For the fourth time, they
could not make a third-period comeback as the Blackhawks
hunkered around Lankinen, looked to clog the neutral zone
to stymie the Canes and blocked shots -- Chicago had 19
blocks in the game.
“They did a good job of making it a tough game on us,” Skjei
said. “it was definitely a more controlled game then the
previous ones.”

The Canes (23-8-3) could have moved into first place in the
Central Division after the Tampa Bay Lighting lost Tuesday
for a third straight time in regulation. But the loss dropped
Carolina (49 points) to third after the Florida Panthers won to
tie the Lightning with 50 points. The Blackhawks (17-15-5), in
fourth, kept pace with Nashville, which also won Tuesday.

Goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, in his 13th game, took the loss for
the Canes, who had center Vincent Trocheck return to the
lineup after missing eight game with an upper-body injury.

“It was a weird game.” Brind’Amour said. “We didn’t generate
any offense and we gave up two goals. it was that simple, in
my opinion. We just handed them two.

“I felt pretty good from the start,” Trocheck said. “I just
needed to get a few hits and feel the game a little bit.”

“There really wasn’t much happening in that game. It was
kind of a gross hockey game, to be honest with you. We
didn’t fight hard enough to get Grade-A’s (scoring chances).
It wasn’t like we gave up much but we didn’t do enough to
win the game.”
The Canes dominated the first period but couldn’t score
against Lankinen, only to have the Blackhawks score twice in
barely first four minutes of the second. Dylan Strome scored
29 seconds into the period and Alex DeBrincat on a power
play at 4:02 after a Patrick Kane steal in the Canes zone.
Andrei Svechnikov’s tip of a Brady Skjei shot late in the
second accounted for the Canes’ only goal. Canes
defenseman Dougie Hamilton had his 14-game point streak,
the longest in the NHL this season, come to an end.

Trocheck, called the Canes’ best player Tuesday by
Brind’Amour, had an assist on the Svechnikov goal.

Lankinen might have won the game in the first period, when
the rookie stopped 13 shots as the Canes stayed on the
attack. Strome then beat Nedeljkovic with a shortside shot on
the first shift of the second.
DeBrincat’s goal came after Patrick Kane stole the puck from
defenseman Brett Pesce, who was trying to clear the zone,
and fed DeBrincat for a tap-in and his 19th of the season.
“We gave them two right away to start the second, said,
‘Here you go, here’s two goals,’” Brind’Amour said. “Very,
very frustrating. It’s one thing to make them earn it but we
said ‘here you go.’ It’s not like we played a poor game. We
just had a couple of hiccups there that cost us.”
The Canes had a 32-16 edge in shots and 23-11 advantage
in scoring chances but those metrics meant little by game’s
end. Carolina finished the month of March 10-2-2 and will
begin April with another game at Chicago on Thursday.
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A hot take on the Hurricanes’ trade deadline strategy, Dougie Hamilton’s contract and
more: Bag of Jerks
By Sara Civian
It might not be the most eventful trade deadline szn of all
time, but April 12 is quickly approaching, and we might as
well enjoy it.
Hurricanes general manager and president Don Waddell
recently told The Athletic that while the team won’t go out of
their way this season to acquire a rental player like it might
have in the past, there are a few possibilities on the table.

Did you find anything concerning with Dougie’s response to
his contract talks the other day? Or just Dougie being
Dougie? — James F.
I’m glad you bring this up, James, because I thought the
general reaction to what he said was a little overblown.

What might they look like, and what else is up with the
Canes recently?

He said: “I haven’t really been thinking about it too much.
Just trying to play hockey. We had lots of time to talk already
so it is what it is at this point. It’s not really on my mind. We’ll
figure it out after the season. I wasn’t part of it the last couple
of months. I’ve just been trying to focus on hockey and
winning games and that’s what I’ll keep doing.”

Welcome to the Extra Special Trade Deadline Bag of Jerks.

Yeah. That’s been the plan.

Don Waddell has said he’s looking for hockey trades like
Brady Skjei and Vincent Trocheck. This probably means
salary out for salary in, as well as looking at someone with
term. So with that in mind and the possibility of three
hopefully pretty good goalies, what do you think a player like
that might look like? (Btw I’m not sold on acquiring RHD
when we have multiple players that can play there) — Matt
M.

It’s not like he walked into the Zoom interview delivering this
as an opening statement. He was asked about it, and what
he said sounded reflective of a normal big contract
negotiation to me. To my knowledge, both sides decided to
table these talks until the season is over. Again, that’s very
normal in this situation, especially for a Cup contender
#inapandemic.

Where’d you hear that, Matt?
First of all, yes, Waddell
said he doesn’t think the Canes necessarily want to be in the
rental business this season due to revenue uncertainties.
That said, at the right price, I don’t think they’d totally rule it
out closer to the deadline. That’s why, as The Athletic’s
Pierre LeBrun reported, they discussed potentially going
after former captain Eric Staal.

I’m not saying a deal is anywhere close to done, and I’m not
guaranteeing that it will get done. But Hamilton’s comments
didn’t raise any red flags to me.
Looking back at trade deadline moves from the past few
Stanley Cup champions, What did they do (or not) that
worked out for them? Can you provide some historical
context? — Ross P.

He’s off the table now, traded to the Canadiens, and let’s
assume the Canes really aren’t in the high-price rental
business — so someone like Taylor Hall would be out. Also,
Trocheck returned to the lineup Tuesday night, and the
Hurricanes and their league-best power play had been doing
fine even without him, so I think they will look at him as an
“own-rental” on offense — and I’d agree that’s the best
course of action unless a truly irresistible deal came up for
adding scoring help.

The NHL is a copycat league almost to a fault, so it’s always
fun to go back a few years at the deadline and reflect on
what worked and what didn’t.

Now, as for the right-handed defenseman, I agree the
Hurricanes don’t urgently need one. And, as Waddell said,
“It’s not like (we’re) going to trade Dougie Hamilton at the
deadline.” But this Hurricanes squad is built around defense,
you can almost count on losing a defenseman in the
expansion draft after the season, and Hamilton’s contract
negotiations could go either way at this point. So if we’re
going for likelihood over personal opinion, I do think this is
what they’d look to acquire, a bigger-name right-handed
defenseman.

Obviously, you can’t predict something like that, but that’s
the understood risk you take every time you take on a pricier
rental at the deadline. That risk is even higher this season
with no promise of extra playoff revenue and with lost money
in general, so I’m not necessarily expecting teams to go as
big as usual, but you don’t have to look back far to find
evidence of a move that worked out: Tampa Bay acquiring
Blake Coleman last season from the Devils for prospect
Nolan Foote and a 2020 first-round draft pick.

That said, HOT TAKE ALERT: I think it would be prudent to
basically keep this group together but be open to anything
that could give them an extra punch in any position.

That was an ideal trade deadline acquisition, to me, and I’ll
tell you why: It subtracted nothing from the actual locker
room and didn’t add too much, either, but added enough of
exactly what the team needed. It’s tough to swallow a firstrounder and a top prospect, but the Lightning had been the

You just made me remember when I was covering the Bruins
and they acquired Rick Nash at the deadline. Everyone was
so excited and wanted it to work out so bad, but
unfortunately, he sustained another concussion that would
eventually lead to his retirement, and the Bruins were
ultimately left empty-handed.
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most obvious Cup contender for several years and had
enough playoff experience to know they needed exactly what
Coleman could provide.

There’s also that Waddell said a goalie could be a trade chip.
If Reimer ends up getting the Canes a solid return, I’m sure
fans will look back on his run with the team quite fondly.

The trade deadline is not a time to do anything to threaten
the chemistry of an already good team — you can figure that
out in the offseason. The Lightning were able to find a rare
opportunity to improve the roster without messing with it. I
think this is what Waddell is talking about when he says he’s
looking for a “hockey trade,” but I know he doesn’t want to
give up too many future assets.

Under the assumption that Jake Bean will get drafted by
Seattle in the expansion draft, could you see the canes
moving him out as to not lose him for nothing? — Drew M.

A few other recent deadline trades that might not have led to
championships but stick out as successes:
• The actual Robin Lehner-to-Vegas trade was a mess, but it
was always clear Vegas would come out on top.
• You’ll also recall the 2019 trade that gave the Golden
Knights Mark Stone from the Senators for Erik Brännström,
Oscar Lindberg and a 2020 second-round pick.
Any word on the team getting vaccinated, and how that
would work with a tight schedule? — Jason D.
Funny you should ask that because I literally just asked Rod
Brind’Amour. I saw our Lightning reporter Joe Smith tweeting
about some Lightning players getting vaccinated and said
I’ve been seeing it start around the league. Brind’Amour said:
“I don’t know about the scheduling issue. There’s nothing I
can really comment on, other than once it gets rolling out,
we’ll definitely be in line for it.”
I totally understand this response, FWIW.
If the Canes are intent on trading for a right-shot defenseman
as Waddell stated in your interview, then who do you think
are their targets, and who gets scratched in that situation? —
Ethan J.
Well, Elliotte Friedman reported earlier this week that the
Canes checked in on Travis Hamonic, but that might be a
non-starter, as he’s trying to stay in Western Canada for
family reasons. I’ll admit I did a double take when the Flyers
placed Shayne Gostisbehere on waivers Tuesday, but he’s a
left-hand shot and probably too hefty a contract to take on
without eating something else at the moment.
As for who is benched, I’d imagine it will be a case-to-case
scenario, like the one the Canes currently have unfolding —
if they even make a trade.
Is James Reimer really as bad as people act like he is? I feel
like he gets way too much hate for a dude who hasn’t lost
that many games. — Kelly H.
No, he isn’t bad. I think he’s been consistent for the Canes in
some pretty inopportune situations. He’s just a textbook,
completely serviceable and safe NHL backup goalie,
whereas Alex Nedeljkovic is someone who has been hyped
up (accurately) as a potential starter — a solution to an
ongoing problem, not a band-aid. I understand the slight
over-exaggeration of Nedeljkovic’s performance and underexaggeration of Reimer’s, although Nedeljkovic *does* have
an edge.

Well, by this logic, wouldn’t Seattle drafting him in the
expansion draft actually not be losing him for nothing? If the
Hurricanes don’t have him, then they’ll have to give up
somebody else.
But I get what you’re saying. I’ve mentioned a few times now
that I think the Canes might actually protect him based on his
current performance and/or whatever ends up happening
with Hamilton.
What are the chances of rolling with an 11 forward, seven
defenseman roster like the 05-06 team? Obviously
depending on Jake Gardiner and Teuvo Teravainen’s
health? — Daniel N.
Well, Daniel, that has definitely sounded intriguing over the
past few months at certain times and even last season,
considering the wealth of NHL defensemen the Hurricanes
have. When they’ve actually attempted it, though, it hasn’t
been too successful. I remember distinctly Haydn Fleury
playing one shift of an entire game when they were
attempting this. No one was happy.
It just seems a little too disorganized, and the Hurricanes are
a little too stacked up front. I also feel like if they were going
to do it, they would have attempted it more consistently by
now.
Top three players you’d want to hang out with for a beer or
two? I’m assuming Jordan Martinook is at or near the top of
the list, but who else makes the cut? — Eric V.
I’d go back to Calvin de Haan’s brewery any day of the week.
With March Madness going on and the Frozen Four coming
up, it feels like a good time to ask, …What do you think are
the chances one of the triangle areas schools start a Division
I hockey program within the next 10 or 20 years? — Jim S.
As much as I would love to see Division I hockey in the
triangle, I have to be honest with you: I’m not optimistic.
I have a background working in college hockey. I grew up in
Boston around it and went to Penn State as it was
transitioning from a club team to D-I. It costs millions and
millions and millions of dollars, and you don’t make much of
anything back on it like you would with football or basketball.
There basically has to be a really rich donor who would have
a reason to do it — like Terry Pegula was an investor in
Penn State because he went there and felt it had a perfect
environment for college hockey, which it did, and he
committed over $100 million. It had to be state of the art, it
had to be the best to get recruits there.
Welp, at least the Pegulas have Penn State hockey going for
them these days…
But the essential question becomes: Who would be that
donor for a triangle team? Then: Who would they even play?
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Unfortunately, it’s a very complicated and non-financially
rewarding endeavor.
Nino Niederreiter seems to be having a good season so far.
What do you think is the difference for him this season
compared to the last one? — Chris F.
Confidence. And, of course, playing with Sebastian Aho and
Martin Necas, but mostly the confidence.
Hockey is weird.
I know Waddell wants hockey trades and not rentals. But
isn’t this year ideal for rentals, between Seattle taking
someone, and giant raises for Andrei Svechnikov and
Hamilton next year, and the plethora of players we have hurt
but expect to be healthy for the future? How is this year not
picture perfect for a rental? — Matthew N.
I actually brought this up to Waddell when we were talking
about it, because I had the same thought process as you.
But instead of what’s theoretically ideal, we have to think
about it from an owner’s standpoint, knowing the Canes are
losing a ton of money and don’t know how much they will
ultimately lose or when the bleeding will stop. It’s ideal in the
context of the cap and the hockey world — especially the
new flat cap. But anything that isn’t a longer-term investment
becomes a tougher sell to an owner right now, especially in a
smaller market. It isn’t totally out of question, but it’s a
tougher sell than in years past, when if you made the

playoffs you’d automatically be paid back for that player and
then some. There are more questions that need to be asked
from a business standpoint.
How does Teravainen’s absence affect the team’s
willingness and/or desire to make a move as the deadline
approaches, and how badly is his presence missed in the
locker room and interviews? — Dylan D.
We all know Teuvo is up there with my favorite people to
interview. I just think he’s hilarious, but you need to be inperson to truly capture his essence. He has one of the most
expressive faces of all time by having one of the least
expressive faces of all time. He’s just not here for the fluff.
So his absence is DEEPLY affecting my own personal
morale, thanks for asking. As for the team, though, the
Canes have established themselves as one of the deepest
teams in the league, as they showed with Niederreiter, Aho
and Necas picking up scoring while Trocheck was out. I think
this might be a slightly different conversation if Teravainen
and Trocheck were both out, but I don’t think it’s too dire of a
situation right now where they have to sell the farm. Puck
don’t lie. But, as is becoming the theme of this mailbag,
anything is possible for the right price.
Dogwood or Cornerstone? — Logan S.
No.
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Chicago’s quick goals in 2nd period prove enough in win over Hurricanes
Carolina's three-game winning streak ended with a 2-1 loss
By Cory Lavalette

Carolina’s one token appearance while teams like Chicago,
Pittsburgh, New York and Philadelphia get handfuls more
regardless of their expectations.

The Blackhawks scored twice in just over three minutes early
in the second period, enough to beat the Hurricanes 2-1 on
Tuesday in Chicago. Andrei Svechnikov scored Carolina’s
only goal.

The Hurricanes had a second game, Tuesday’s game
against (of course) the Blackhawks added to NBCSN slate
last week, and the broadcast was a reminder that maybe it’s
better to just stick with the locals.

Three Thoughts

Spoiled for years with John Forslund manning the play-byplay call, viewers of Hurricanes games probably realized
quickly Tuesday that it wasn’t just Forslund who made
Carolina games among the best in the NHL. Mike
Maniscalco continues to find his voice as the new play-byplay lead, and his preparation shows in how well he knows
the opposing teams — especially when contrasted with that
of John Walton, who mispronounced Nedeljkovic at least
three times alone.

1. The Hurricanes dominated the opening 20 minutes, piling
up shots and zone time on the Blackhawks as Carolina made
the matchup look more like a father-son game than one
between two NHL teams.
So when the second period started and it was still 0-0, it was
easily predictable that Chicago would get on the board first. It
only took 29 seconds.
A Brady Skjei pass was intercepted in the neutral zone by
the Blackhawks, setting up a 2-on-1 rush. Carolina
defenseman Brett Pesce blocked the passing lane, so Dylan
Strome shot short side and beat Alex Nedeljkovic (14 saves)
to give Chicago a 1-0 lead.
Less than three minutes later, Carolina’s Dougie Hamilton
went to the penalty box for the second time in the game and
the Blackhawks’ power play converted, with Patrick Kane
stealing the puck from Pesce on a clearing attempt and
setting up Alex DeBrincat for a far-side tap-in and a 2-0 lead
just 4:02 into the middle frame.
“I think what happened was that we gave them two right
away to start the second,” Hurricanes coach Rod
Brind’Amour said. “We just said, ‘Here you go, here’s two
goals.’ Just very, very frustrating because it’s tough in the
NHL to come back when you just give teams goals. it’s one
thing to make them earn them, but we just said, ‘Here you
go.’”
2. The Hurricanes finally got back Vincent Trocheck, who
had not played since March 9 when Carolina won its sixth of
eight straight. Brind’Amour said Trocheck was “probably our
best player,” and the center extended his point streak to
seven games with an assist on the Hurricanes’ long goal.
“I felt pretty good from the start,” a visibly sour Trocheck said
after the game, “just needed to get a few hits, feel the game
a little bit.”
Hamilton’s record-setting point streak, meanwhile, ended at
14 games when he was held off the score sheet.
3. Every year when the national broadcast schedule comes
out, Hurricanes fans (and, quietly, team officials) bemoan

Pierre McGuire is what he is — a color announcer who is
more interested in what the players did in their past and
where they’re from than analyzing the game at hand. Tripp
Tracy never needs to come across as the smartest guy in the
room — even though he is a Harvard grad, for the record —
and in fact relishes being in on the joke, even when it’s
purposefully him. Behind all that, though, is someone who
knows the people of the league on a personal level while
also being adept at breaking down plays, trends and making
nuanced observations.
And Abby Labar has stepped seamlessly into Maniscalco’s
old sideline reporter role while also handling pregame and
intermission shows with Shane Willis.
Simply put, the NBCSN broadcast was a letdown and a
downgrade from what Hurricanes viewers are accustomed
to. So next year when the broadcast schedule comes out, be
thankful you can circle 80 or 81 games from the local crew
instead of an uneven national feed.
Number To Know
4 — Times this season the Hurricanes have held an
opponent to fewer than 20 shots on goal after allowing just
16 in Tuesday’s loss. The other three times this season (14
on Jan. 14 in Detroit; 11 on Jan. 30 at home vs. Dallas; 19
on March 22 at Columbus) were all Hurricanes’ wins.
Carolina has now held each of its seven Central Division
opponents to 23 or fewer shots in a game at least once each
this season.
They Said It
“It was kind of a gross hockey game.”
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— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour

Minus

Plus

Martin Necas, Hurricanes forward — It was a quiet night for
Necas, who a day ago was named the NHL’s Second Star of
the Week and was coming off a four-point game against
Tampa Bay. Necas finished with just two shot attempts (none
on goal) and his 17:04 of ice time was his low since March 9
— directly correlating with Trocheck’s injury.

Andrei Svechnikov, Hurricanes forward — Svechnikov had
Carolina’s only goal, redirecting a sharp-angle shot by Skjei
past Kevin Lankinen (31 saves) for his 10th goal of the
season. He was also the Hurricanes’ best possession player
at 5-on-5, carrying a 77.27% Corsi For percentage while
playing on Carolina’s most effective line with Trocheck and
Jesper Fast.

Necas proved he can handle top minutes and produce in a
high-profile role, but he was again relegated to a
complementary role both the Jordan Staal and Trocheck
lines playing than his with Sebastian Aho and Nino
Niederreiter.

Trocheck to Return to Canes' Lineup in Chicago
Center missed eight games with an upper-body injury
By Michael Smith
CHICAGO - Vincent Trocheck is set to return to the Carolina
Hurricanes' lineup when they face off against the Chicago
Blackhawks on Tuesday night.
Trocheck's return comes after he missed the team's last
eight games with an upper-body injury he sustained on
March 9. As he did in practice on Monday, Trocheck will

center a line flanked by Andrei Svechnikov and Jesper Fast
on either wing.
Trocheck is a point-per-game player this season with 24
points (13g, 11a) in as many games. He ranks third on the
team in goals, first on the team in power-play goals (6) and
second on the team in power-play points (13). Trocheck is
also a weapon in the faceoff circle, where he's won 56% of
his draws this season.
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Recap: Canes Edged by Blackhawks
Svechnikov scores, but Canes can't complete comeback
By Michael Smith
CHICAGO - Andrei Svechnikov scored his 10th goal of the
season, but the Carolina Hurricanes were unable to dig out
of two-goal hole in a 2-1 loss to the Chicago Blackhawks.
Plus/Minus
Plus: Andrei Svechnikov
Andrei Svechnikov's 10th goal of the season got the Canes
on the board in the last five minutes of the second period.
Vincent Trocheck battled to win an offensive zone faceoff,
and Brady Skjei skated the puck down into the left circle. He
tossed a shot on net that changed directions off
Svechnikov's stick and deflected in off Wyatt Kalynuk's leg.
Minus: A tough start in the second
It's not that the Canes were bad in the second period maybe they weren't as crisp or particularly dangerous as
they were in the first period - and it wasn't as if the
Blackhawks were good for any real stretch. They were just
able to take advantage of a neutral-zone miscue and then
scored a power-play goal, and ultimately, that was all they
needed.

"I thought I felt pretty good from the start," Trocheck said. "I
just needed to get a few hits and feel the game a little bit."
"He was probably our best player," Brind'Amour said. "Every
shift he was engaged. He worked hard and created a little bit
of action, early especially."
Minus: Not getting anything out of the first period
The Canes' first period certainly wasn't a minus. They were
dominant and controlled play, especially in the first 10
minutes.
"I thought our first was our best period by far, but we didn't
build on that or continue that pace," Skjei said.
The minus was the fact that the Canes came out of that
opening 20 minutes empty-handed. Despite leading 13-5 in
shots on goal and recording seven high-danger scoring
chances to the Blackhawks' zero, the score was 0-0 heading
into the intermission.
That stung, which was only compounded when the
Blackhawks potted two goals early in the next frame.
"We didn't fight hard enough to get the grade A's. We did OK
at certain times," Brind'Amour said. "It wasn't like we gave up
much. We just didn't do enough to win the game."

Hockey can be maddening like that at times.

Stats Pack

"We gave them a few goals early in the second and had an
uphill climb from there," Trocheck said. "We just weren't able
to get those two goals."

18-for-21: Jordan Staal finished the night having won 86% of
his faceoffs. He was an immaculate 11-for-11 through 40
minutes.

Early in the second period, the Blackhawks broke up Skjei's
up-ice pass in the neutral zone to spring an odd-man rush.
Dylan Strome held onto the puck and scored just 29 seconds
into the period to open the scoring. Three-and-a-half minutes
later, Patrick Kane stripped Brett Pesce of the puck in the
slot and dished to Alex DeBrincat for the tap-in finish on the
power play.

7: Though it doesn't necessarily count as a seven-game
point streak since he missed games to injury, Trocheck has
recorded at least a point in each of his last seven games
played (4g, 5a).

All of a sudden, the Canes were facing a two-goal deficit in a
game they otherwise seemed to be controlling.

4: This was just the fourth game all season that the Canes
trailed after two periods (0-4-0). That means that in 30 of the
teams' 34 games this season, they've been tied (7-4-1) or
leading (16-0-2) heading into the third. That's obviously a
recipe for success.

"It was very, very frustrating. It's tough in the NHL to come
back when you give teams goals," head coach Rod
Brind'Amour said. "It's not like we played a poor game. We
just had a couple hiccups there that cost us."

14: Dougie Hamilton's point streak, the longest of any NHL
player this season, ends at 14 games.

Plus: Vincent Trocheck

"It was a weird game. … We just handed them two [goals].
There really wasn't much happening in that happening. It
was kind of a gross hockey game, to be honest with you." Rod Brind'Amour

Trocheck returned to the Canes lineup after missing eight
games with an upper-body injury. He finished the night with
an assist, six shots on goal, one hit, a blocked shot and a
plus-1 rating in 18:57 of ice time. Trocheck was also 10-for15 (67%) in the faceoff circle.

Quote of the Night

Up Next
A rematch is set for Thursday before the Canes head back to
Raleigh for a season-long, eight-game homestand.
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Mailbag: Hurricanes goalies, Predators approach before Trade Deadline
NHL.com's Tracey Myers answers weekly questions
By Tracey Myers
Here is the March 31 edition of the mailbag. Each week, an
NHL.com writer will answer your questions asked using
#OverTheBoards.
What do you think the Carolina Hurricanes do with their
goalies? Alex Nedeljkovic is playing lights out and James
Reimer/Petr Mrazek are both unrestricted free agents after
this season. "Ned" has to start 10 of Carolina's remaining 25
games to keep his RFA status. -- @GLaSnoST9
General manager Don Waddell told The Athletic on Friday
he's not sure what the Hurricanes will do with the three
goalies but trading one of them before the NHL Trade
Deadline on April 12 was a possibility.
"We don't have a lot of [NHL salary] cap space," Waddel
said. "If we're going to do something at the trade deadline,
maybe one of the chips is our goalies. I can't say which one.
It depends."
Waddell said it was a good problem to have, and that is why
I don't think any of them will be traded.
First, Mrazek hasn't played since breaking his right thumb
Jan. 30, so it's unlikely a team will trade for him. Second, the
Hurricanes are one point behind the Tampa Bay Lightning
and Florida Panthers for first place in the Discover Central
Division and their goaltending is a big reason why. Reimer is
13-4-1 with a 2.70 goals-against average and .907 save
percentage. Nedeljkovic is 8-3-2 with a 2.05 GAA, .927 save
percentage and two shutouts.
Assuming Mrazek returns healthy, being three deep at the
position would serve the Hurricanes well if they hope to
make a deep run in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. Unless they
get an offer they can't refuse, expect them to keep all three
goalies.
With the Nashville Predators' recent hot streak, how might
teams view players like Mattias Ekholm and Mikael Granlund
now that they're in the playoff conversation, and could the
Predators' recent surge drive their price tag up? And could it
turn Nashville into a potential buyer instead? -@CBrooksTN
The Predators have won six games in a row and are tied with
the Chicago Blackhawks for fourth place in the eight-team
Central. The top four teams in each division make the
playoffs.

So what does that mean for Nashville's approach ahead of
the deadline?
As impressive as this turnaround has been, I don't think it
makes the Predators buyers. I'm guessing they are focused
on the big picture and any buying that's done will be based
on that, not what could happen if they hold on to this playoff
spot.
But if the Predators decide to trade Ekholm or Granlund, has
this recent surge increased the price tag? I could see it more
for Ekholm because there are always teams that could use a
good defenseman and there usually aren't many available.
The 30-year-old can become an unrestricted free agent after
next season and has scored 15 points (five goals, 10 assists)
in 30 games and averages 22:29 of ice time per game, third
on the Predators behind Ryan Ellis (24:39) and Roman Josi
(24:36). Granlund, a pending UFA, has scored 15 points
(eight goals, seven assists). TSN reported March 23 that he
could be a primary target for the Toronto Maple Leafs but I
doubt they or anyone will overpay for the 29-year-old
forward.
General manager David Poile and the Predators have never
shied from making trades, so they will be interesting to watch
in the next 12 days.
With so many "four-point" games due to the schedule format,
do you think any teams could make a late-season push and
sneak into a playoff spot? -- @Rob_Oswald
The Predators are a perfect example of how quickly a team's
situation can change this season. Five weeks ago (Feb. 24),
the Predators were seventh in the Central, eight points
behind the Blackhawks for fourth place.
It's the main reason that with less than six weeks remaining
in the season, there are very few teams I'd count out, so
here's who I think still has a chance:
The Dallas Stars could be the next Predators in the Central.
Despite missing forward Tyler Seguin (hip) and goalie Ben
Bishop (knee), they're four points behind the sixth-place
Columbus Blue Jackets and seven points out of fourth place.
Their schedule is tough with 23 games over the next 41
days, but I could see them stringing together some wins and
challenging for fourth. Their biggest issue is leaving points on
the table in overtime/shootouts. They have 10
overtime/shootout losses, which leads the NHL.
The Los Angeles Kings and San Jose Sharks are five points
behind the fifth-place Arizona Coyotes and six points behind
the fourth-place St. Louis Blues in the Honda West Division.
I'm leaning more toward the Kings because I like their
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goaltending and defensemen, and I'm curious to see how
Brendan Lemieux fits in after the forward was traded to Los
Angeles by the New York Rangers on Saturday. The Kings
and Sharks play each other four times from April 2-10, so
there will be plenty riding on those games.
In the MassMutual East Division, the Rangers are two points
behind the fifth-place Philadelphia Flyers and five points
behind the fourth-place Boston Bruins and play them two
more times (scheduled for May 6 and May 8). Eight of the
Rangers' next 15 games are against the New Jersey Devils
and Buffalo Sabres, who are below them in the division, and
that would be a key opportunity to try to collect points.
There's going to be a lot of jockeying for positions in these
divisions. Buckle up and enjoy.
What kind of moves do you see the Blackhawks making? -@franknacchio19
Chicago GM Stan Bowman talked about this during the
"Blackhawks Insider" podcast on March 17.
"We're trying to add players that we think can be part of our
future," he said. "I don't think we're going to be looking for
rental players who will be here a couple of months and

having to give up some top, young assets to do it. Now
there's time and a place for that, but I think we're still
building. Our best years are ahead of us going forward, so I
think we want to make sure we don't trade out young assets
unless you're getting a young asset back, someone that you
think is going to be part of your future."
You could say Chicago got somewhat of a trade acquisition
when center Kirby Dach made his season debut Saturday
after breaking his right wrist during a pretournament game
with Canada at the 2021 IIHF World Junior Championship on
Dec. 23. The Blackhawks were thin at center with his
absence and that of captain Jonathan Toews, who
announced Dec. 29 he'd be out indefinitely with a medical
issue.
Given the uncertainty of Toews' situation, perhaps the
Blackhawks look to get a young center to be part of the
rebuild. If they want to trade players from their roster,
forwards Carl Soderberg and Mattias Janmark could be
possibilities. Each signed a one-year contract with Chicago
(Janmark on Oct. 12, Soderberg on Dec. 26) and is a solid
role player who could help a playoff contender.

Lankinen makes 31 saves, Blackhawks defeat Hurricanes
Strome, DeBrincat score to help Chicago end Carolina's
point streak at five
By Brandon Cain
CHICAGO -- Kevin Lankinen made 31 saves for the Chicago
Blackhawks in a 2-1 win against the Carolina Hurricanes at
United Center on Tuesday.
Dylan Strome and Alex DeBrincat scored for the Blackhawks
(17-15-5), who had lost two straight.
"The first period, we didn't create much at all and they had
some chances (outshot 13-5)," Chicago coach Jeremy
Colliton said. "We bent but didn't break. I really liked the last
two periods. We had a big push back right away. It's a big
goal to get the lead. We built some confidence from that and
then we defended hard."
Andrei Svechnikov scored, and Alex Nedeljkovic made 14
saves for the Hurricanes (23-8-3), who had a five-game point
streak end.
"The first was our best period by far and then we didn't build
off that, didn't continue that pace of play," Carolina
defenseman Brady Skjei said. "We have to come back on
Thursday and get two points out of this trip."
Strome, who did not play against the Nashville Predators on
Sunday because of the birth of his daughter, scored 29
seconds into the second period with a wrist shot from the
right circle on a 2-on-1 with Mattias Janmark to give Chicago
a 1-0 lead.
"I was looking to Janmark the whole time, but [Hurricanes
defenseman Brett Pesce] took away the pass, so I just saw
high glove and shot it," Strome said.

DeBrincat made it 2-0 at 4:02 with a power-play goal near
the right post after Patrick Kane stole the puck from Pesce in
the slot. DeBrincat has scored 19 goals in 33 games after
scoring 18 in 70 games last season.
"We gave them two right away to start the second,"
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We just said, 'Here
you go, here's two goals.' Just very, very frustrating because
it's tough in the NHL to come back when you just give teams
goals. It's one thing to make them earn them, but we just
said, 'Here you go.' So that was frustrating.
"It just took the sails out of us a little bit from there on. It's not
like we played a poor game, we just had a couple of hiccups
there that cost us."
Svechnikov made it 2-1 at 15:41 of the second when his
deflection of Skjei's shot from along the left wall deflected off
Blackhawks defenseman Wyatt Kalynuk's left leg. Vincent
Trocheck, who missed the previous eight games with an
upper-body injury, had an assist.
"It seemed like we were able to pack it in and understand
that every puck and battle that you're in is a valuable one to
the game and the team," Blackhawks defenseman Connor
Murphy said. "It seemed like we showed that a little more
tonight. They got their looks, but as it got to crunch time of
the game later on, it seemed like guys were very desperate
to help each other out in the battles."
NOTES: Hurricanes defenseman Dougie Hamilton had his
point streak end at 14 games. The defenseman scored 16
points (two goals, 14 assists) during the longest point streak
in the NHL this season. … Carolina won 64 percent of the
face-offs (41-for-64), led by Jordan Staal, who was 18-for-21
(86 percent). … Chicago was 1-for-1 on the penalty kill and
is 8-for-8 in its past four games. … Kane has scored seven
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points (one goal, six assists) during a five-game point streak.
… Murphy had a game-high five blocked shots and 26:00 of
ice time.

Strome, DeBrincat score, Blackhawks cool off Canes 2-1
By Matt Carlson
CHICAGO (AP) — Dylan Strome and Alex DeBrincat scored
in a 3:33 span early in the second period, Kevin Lankinen
made 31 saves and the Chicago Blackhawks beat the
Carolina Hurricanes 2-1 on Tuesday night.
Chicago ended Carolina’s three-game winning streak and
handed the Hurricanes their second regulation loss in 15
games (11-2-2) despite being outshot 32-16.
Chicago was badly outplayed early, but managed to buckle
down defensively after getting a two-goal lead and limiting
the Hurricanes. Andrei Svechnikov scored late in the second
for Carolina, which missed a chance to leapfrog both Tampa
Bay and Florida into first place in the Central Division.
“We found a way to defend,” Chicago coach Jeremy Colliton
said. “I thought we did a good job of keeping them to the
outside.
“We bent, but we didn’t break. I really liked the last two
periods.”
The Blackhawks snapped a two-game slide and won for just
the third time in nine games (3-6-0) as they battle for fourth
place and the final playoff spot in the Central.
“You’re not going to win many games in the NHL when you
only get 16 shots,” Strome said. “We’ll take the two points
and move on.”
Strome connected after missing Sunday’s contest for the
birth of his first child, Weslie Margaret. DeBrincat’s team
leading 19th goal was his third in two games.
Alex Nedeljkovic made 14 saves.
The teams meet again Thursday in Chicago.
The Hurricanes dominated the scoreless first period,
outshooting the Blackhawks 9-1 in the opening six minutes
and 13-5 in the frame.
Chicago struck quickly in the second.
Strome opened the scoring on the first shot of the second,
firing in his sixth goal from the right circle just 29 seconds in.
His shot glanced off Nedeljkovic’s upper left arm and found
the net.
DeBrincat’s quick power-play goal at 4:02 made it 2-0.
Patrick Kane stripped the puck from Carolina defenseman

Brett Pesce in the slot, and fed DeBrincat at the right edge of
the crease for a tap-in.
“We gave them two goals,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour
said. “It was kind of a gross hockey game to be honest with
you.
“It wasn’t like we gave much, but we didn’t do enough to win
the game.”
The Hurricanes cut it to 2-1, finally connecting in their 24th
shot with 4:19 left in the period after winning a faceoff in the
Chicago zone. Brady Skjei’s shot from a sharp angle on the
left side appeared to glance off Svechnikov, who was cutting
across the crease.
The Blackhawks and Lankinen held on in the final minutes
after Carolina pulled Nedeljkovic for an extra attacker
COACHING CONTRACT
Despite his team’s success, Brind’Amour isn’t sure about his
future. The 50-year-old is in the third year of a three-year
contract that reportedly pays $600,000 a year — among the
lowest salaries for any NHL coach.
Late last month, Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon told the
Raleigh News & Observer that he expected to work out a
new deal for Brind’Amour and that: “I’ve got to pay him
more.”
Before Tuesday’s game, Brind’Amour said he had nothing
new to report on contract talks.
“For me, it’s not a distraction,” said Brind’Amour, who played
20 years in the NHL. “I’m going to coach my team as best I
can no matter what. Hopefully, we’ll get something done.”
Asked about his long-term plans, Brind’Amour said, “I don’t
know. I’ll be honest. I love this group and I love doing it.
There’s a lot of stress involved.”
NOT PRETTY
When told Brind’Amour called game “gross,” Colliton had a
quick response. “They’re in a different position than us,” he
said. “Maybe they can worry about style points.”
HARD ADDITION
The Blackhawk signed free agency F Mike Hardman to a
two-year entry-level contract and assigned him to the team’s

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 31, 2021
taxi squad. The 22-year-old just completed his sophomore
season at Boston College.
NOTES: Caroilina D Dougie Hamilton’s point streak ended at
14 games. It was the longest in the NHL this season. … D
Wyatt Kalynuk played in his second NHL game, while rookie
D Nicolas Beaudin sat out. Both Beaudin, 21, and Kalynuk,

23, are among the Blackhawks’ top prospects. ... Carolina C
Vincent Trocheck made a strong return after missing eight
games with an upper body injury. He won 10 of 15 faceoffs
and took a game-high six shots. Brind’Amour said Trocheck
was the Carolina’s best player on Tuesday. … LW Teuvo
Teravainen (concussion) missed his 11th game.

NHL Power Rankings: 1-31 poll, plus the biggest concern for every team
By Emily Kaplan
With the NHL trade deadline less than two weeks away, it's a
good time to take stock. We've hit on reasons for optimism
for every team in the past. For this week's power rankings,
we identified a reason for concern for all 31 teams.
How we rank: The ESPN hockey editorial staff submits
selections ranking teams 1 to 31 -- taking into account game
results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those results
are tabulated in the list featured here.
Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to our Week 10
edition, published on March 24. Points percentages are
through the games of March 30.
1. Vegas Golden Knights
Previous ranking: 2
Points percentage: .742
Next seven days: vs. LA (March 31); vs. MIN (Apr. 1, 3); @
STL (Apr. 5)
It's hard to find weaknesses in the Golden Knights game,
and they should only improve as Alex Pietrangelo returns to
the lineup. One thing to keep an eye on: Vegas is 19-3-1
against the Ducks, Coyotes, Kings, Sharks and Blues but 5-5
against the other top teams in the division, the Avs and Wild.
2. Carolina Hurricanes
Previous ranking: 3
Points percentage: .721
Next seven days: @ CHI (Apr. 1); vs. DAL (Apr. 3, 4); vs.
FLA (Apr. 6)
Despite the Canes' success, the absence of top-line winger
Teuvo Teravainen looms. The 26-year-old is sidelined with a
concussion and there's no timetable to return. "It's a huge
loss for a lot of reasons that a lot of people don't
understand," coach Rod Brind'Amour told ESPN last week.
3. Tampa Bay Lightning
Previous ranking: 1
Points percentage: .714
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Apr. 1); vs. DET (Apr. 3, 4); @
CBJ (Apr. 6)
Yes, Tampa Bay is looking like it can repeat as champs.
However, the Lightning are averaging more than 10 penalty

minutes per game, which is tops in the league. They have a
top-10 penalty kill, but it's something to keep an eye on as
we head down the stretch.
4. Colorado Avalanche
Previous ranking: 5
Points percentage: .706
Next seven days: vs. ARI (March 31); vs. STL (Apr. 2, 3); @
MIN (Apr. 5)
The Avalanche are blazing, with their point streak now
reaching 11 games. The top line of Mikko Rantanen, Gabriel
Landeskog and Nathan Mackinnon (combined 35 points over
the last seven games) is dynamite again. The concern for the
Avs is a common one for them: staying healthy down the
stretch.
5. Washington Capitals
Previous ranking: 6
Points percentage: .714
Next seven days: @ NYI (Apr. 1); @ NJ (Apr. 2, 4); @ NYI
(Apr. 6)
Lars Eller's recent absence shined a light on the Caps'
biggest lineup weakness: center depth. Heck, they had T.J.
Oshie filling in from his usual spot on the wing, which didn't
do much for the team in the faceoff circle. "We need Lars
back," Oshie said Sunday. "I don't know if my faceoff
percentage can take it anymore."
6. Minnesota Wild
Previous ranking: 9
Points percentage: .667
Next seven days: @ SJ (March 31); @ VGS (Apr. 1, 3); vs.
COL (Apr. 5)
Coach Dean Evason has tried out seemingly every
combination in the world, but the Wild can't figure out how to
get their power play clicking this season. It's currently worst
in the league, hitting at a sub-10% rate. For context: the
Hurricanes lead the league at 30%. Big difference.
7. Florida Panthers
Previous ranking: 4
Points percentage: .694
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Next seven days: vs. DET (Apr. 1); vs. CBJ (Apr. 3, 4); @
CAR (Apr. 6)
Aaron Ekblad was having a Norris Trophy-caliber season,
but suffered an ugly injury over the weekend. After
undergoing leg surgery, he's sidelined 12 weeks. GM Bill Zito
summed it up: "To be without a player of Aaron's caliber and
character is an irreplaceable loss to our hockey club."
8. Pittsburgh Penguins
Previous ranking: 12
Points percentage: .667
Next seven days: @ BOS (Apr. 1, 3); @ NYR (Apr. 6)
After the bad injury luck the Penguins had in 2019-20, good
karma had to be coming their way this season, right?
Pittsburgh keeps grinding out wins to climb up the standings,
but the injuries are piling again. The latest is Tristan Jarry,
who mysteriously exited with an upper-body injury after the
first period Monday.
9. Toronto Maple Leafs
Previous ranking: 8
Points percentage: .671
Next seven days: @ WPG (March 31, Apr. 2); @ CGY (Apr.
4, 5)
Jack Campbell has been fantastic -- he has a .955 save
percentage through six starts -- but he's managing an injury.
"The reality is that he hasn't been playing at 100% and the
games take a toll on him," coach Sheldon Keefe said. That is
not ideal when starter Frederik Andersen is also injured.
10. New York Islanders
Previous ranking: 7
Points percentage: .667
Next seven days: vs. WSH (Apr. 1); vs. PHI (Apr. 3); vs.
WSH (Apr. 6)
The Islanders were red hot when their captain, Anders Lee,
injured his ACL. New York has gone 5-4 since. It's hard to
project GM Lou Lamoriello's moves, but it sure seems like
he's going to get a scoring winger at the deadline to help
compensate for the loss.
11. Winnipeg Jets
Previous ranking: 11
Points percentage: .639
Next seven days: vs. TOR (March 31, Apr. 2); vs. VAN (Apr.
4, 6)
The Jets are set in their forward group, and have enviable
depth down the middle. Ahead of the trade deadline, their
biggest concern is whether to add to the blue line. Logan
Stanley, the 22-year-old first-round pick from 2016, is making
his case to remain in the lineup down the stretch.
12. Edmonton Oilers
Previous ranking: 13
Points percentage: .608
Next seven days: vs. CGY (Apr. 2); vs. VAN (Apr. 3); @ MTL
(Apr. 5)

Connor McDavid has factored in on over half of all Oilers
goals this season, which is the highest mark in the league.
Leon Draisaitl has also been fantastic (second in the league
in points) but beyond that, depth has been a concern.
Forgive us if you've heard this story before.
13. Boston Bruins
Previous ranking: 10
Points percentage: .641
Next seven days: vs. PIT (Apr. 1, 3); vs. PHI (Apr. 5); @ PHI
(Apr. 6)
Scoring at even strength has plagued the Bruins in 2021.
We'll put it bluntly: only the Sabres have scored fewer goals
at 5-on-5 than Boston this season. Besides Brad Marchand
and David Pastrnak, no Bruins player has more than six
goals at 5-on-5. They're looking for more from their depth
players.
14. Montreal Canadiens
Previous ranking: 16
Points percentage: .609
Next seven days: @ OTT (Apr. 1); vs. OTT (Apr. 3); vs. EDM
(Apr. 5)
Discipline is a bit of an issue in Montreal. The Canadiens
have a minus-18 penalty differential. It's especially
problematic since the Habs' penalty kill is 21st in the league.
The only silver lining here: Montreal leads the league in
shorthanded goals, with seven.
15. St. Louis Blues
Previous ranking: 14
Points percentage: .543
Next seven days: @ COL (Apr. 2, 3); vs. VGS (Apr. 5)
The Blues don't have comfortable footing in the West playoff
race, and really could use more scoring. It's one of the
reasons Craig Berube made Mike Hoffman (eight goals) a
healthy scratch on Sunday. "I just want more out of him," the
coach said.
16. Nashville Predators
Previous ranking: 25
Points percentage: .527
Next seven days: vs. DAL (Apr. 1); vs. CHI (Apr. 3); @ DET
(Apr. 6)
The Predators have picked up their game -- in large part to
much-improved goaltending -- to get back in the playoff hunt.
But this team was looking to be sellers at the trade deadline.
Can they remain competitive, but also plan for the future -and stockpile draft picks and prospects to finally infuse this
team with a youth movement?
17. Arizona Coyotes
Previous ranking: 24
Points percentage: .529
Next seven days: @ COL (March 31); @ ANA (Apr. 2, 4); @
LA (Apr. 5)
The Yotes are quietly making a run at a West Division playoff
spot, but their offense still isn't inspiring much confidence.
They are last in the league in shots per game, shot
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differential per game, and rank 25th in goals per game,
averaging just a hair over 2.5.
18. New York Rangers
Previous ranking: 17
Points percentage: .514
Next seven days: @ BUF (Apr. 1, 3); vs. PIT (Apr. 6)
Depth down the middle is not one of the Rangers' strengths
this season, and one of the things New York's centers
haven't been great at are faceoffs. New York ranks dead last
in the league, winning only 44.7% of its draws. No regular
centers are at 50% or better.
19. Philadelphia Flyers
Previous ranking: 15
Points percentage: .559
Next seven days: @ BUF (March 31); @ NYI (Apr. 3); @
BOS (Apr. 5); vs. BOS (Apr. 6)
The Flyers' season is quickly derailing. The defense has
been way too leaky, but all eyes are on Carter Hart. The
prized No. 1 goalie hasn't been himself (8-9-3, .869 save
percentage, 4.04 goals-against average) and coach Alain
Vigneault is sitting Hart this week because the young
netminder "needs to work harder."
20. Chicago Blackhawks
Previous ranking: 19
Points percentage: .527
Next seven days: vs. CAR (Apr. 1); @ NSH (Apr. 3); vs. DAL
(Apr. 6)

23. Vancouver Canucks
Previous ranking: 23
Points percentage: .473
Next seven days: vs. CGY (March 31); @ EDM (Apr. 3); @
WPG (Apr. 4, 6)
Even if the Canucks want to do something at the trade
deadline, it's going to be difficult. They have no cap space.
Also, Brandon Sutter, Antoine Roussel, and all of their
regular defenseman -- minus Quinn Hughes, who is on an
entry-level contract -- have either a no-movement or modified
no-trade clause.
24. Calgary Flames
Previous ranking: 22
Points percentage: .473
Next seven days: @ VAN (March 31); @ EDM (Apr. 2); vs.
TOR (Apr. 4, 5)
The Flames biggest concern right now: Can Darryl Sutter get
through to players before it's too late? Calgary brought back
Sutter to light a fire under this group, and he's doing it with
his signature gruff, including calling players out publicly. After
an encouraging start with Sutter, the Flames have won one
of their last six games.
25. Columbus Blue Jackets
Previous ranking: 20
Points percentage: .486
Next seven days: @ TB (Apr. 1); @ FLA (Apr. 3, 4); vs. TB
(Apr. 6)

The Blackhawks have been a sub-.500 team since the
beginning of March, slowly losing grip of their playoff footing.
The biggest issue is that the underlying statistics predicted
this. Per Natural Stat Trick, Chicago ranks 31st in the league
in expected goals for percentage at 5-on-5.

Over the last few seasons, the Blue Jackets have developed
a reputation as one of the stingiest defensive teams in the
league, which can compensate for some lackluster offense.
That has not been the case this season, as Columbus is
allowing the ninth most goals per game -- and still not
thriving on offense.

21. Los Angeles Kings

26. San Jose Sharks

Previous ranking: 18
Points percentage: .485
Next seven days: @ VGS (March 31); vs. SJ (Apr. 2, 3); vs.
ARI (Apr. 5)

Previous ranking: 26
Points percentage: .471
Next seven days: vs. MIN (March 31); @ LA (Apr. 2, 3); vs.
ANA (Apr. 6)

The Kings are hanging in the playoff race, but they haven't
had much luck in tight games. Since the beginning of March,
Los Angeles has gone 4-7-2 in one-goal games. That .200
winning percentage ranks 28th in the league in that span;
only the Rangers, Habs and Sabres are worse.

The biggest concern for the Sharks right now: Do they trade
Patrick Marleau at the trade deadline? The veteran has said
that he's open to a deal like the one that sent him to
Pittsburgh last season. Or, does he stick around and break
Gordie Howe's record for all-time NHL games played while
wearing a Sharks sweater, albeit in another lost season?

22. Dallas Stars
Previous ranking: 21
Points percentage: .485
Next seven days: @ NSH (Apr. 1); @ CAR (Apr. 3, 4); @
CHI (Apr. 6)

27. New Jersey Devils

The fundamental concern for the Stars: Can they get their
act together quickly, and go on a winning streak to
compensate for their slow start? Dallas' games-in-hand,
which has been its cushion all season long, is slowly
dwindling. The Stars can't afford to wait for the return of Tyler
Seguin and Ben Bishop to turn things around.

Oh, what to do with Kyle Palmieri? The pending UFA has
been the Devils' most consistent scorer since joining the
team in 2015, scoring at least 24 goals in every season
leading up to this one. Does New Jersey work out a longterm extension, or say goodbye to the beloved winger at the
trade deadline?

Previous ranking: 27
Points percentage: .456
Next seven days: vs. WSH (Apr. 2, 4); vs. BUF (Apr. 6)
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28. Detroit Red Wings

30. Anaheim Ducks

Previous ranking: 28
Points percentage: .378
Next seven days: @ FLA (Apr. 1); @ TB (Apr. 3, 4); vs. NSH
(Apr. 6)

Previous ranking: 30
Points percentage: .378
Next seven days: vs. ARI (Apr. 2, 4); @ SJ (Apr. 6)

If Detroit can build a lead, it's in good shape. Entering the
week, the Red Wings are 11-0-1 when leading after two
periods. They don't have the grit to get out of a hole though,
going 0-16-1 when trailing entering the third.
29. Ottawa Senators
Previous ranking: 29
Points percentage: .389
Next seven days: vs. MTL (Apr. 1); @ MTL (Apr. 3)
The pressing question for the Sens is whether a trio of their
marquee prospects, currently in college, are going to decide
to go pro this season. North Dakota's Shane Pinto, Jacob
Bernard-Docker and Jake Sanderson's season ended with a
devastating five-overtime loss to Minnesota-Duluth. Will they
be in Ottawa this season?

Ahead of the trade deadline, the Ducks are poised to be one
of the busiest sellers -- if they choose to be. For example,
Rickard Rakell is an attractive option to many teams (27years-old, $3.9 million annual cap hit). But can Anaheim get
enough in return, and do they want to give up on a player
other teams find so valuable?
31. Buffalo Sabres
Previous ranking: 31
Points percentage: .250
Next seven days: vs. PHI (March 31); vs. NYR (Apr. 1, 3); @
NJ (Apr. 6)
Oh, where to begin on the Sabres concerns? The winless
streak has hit 18 games, the longest for an NHL team in 17
years. Buffalo blew a 3-0 third period lead against the Flyers
Monday, and there's no timetable for Jack Eichel to return. In
one word: morale. That's the biggest issue in Buffalo right
now.
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Q&A: Alex Nedeljkovic on his journey to the NHL, keys to goalie goals
By Sean Leahy
One of the keys to the Hurricanes’ success this season has
been the strength of their goaltending. Between Alex
Nedeljkovic, Petr Mrazek, and James Reimer, the trio have
helped Carolina to the NHL’s second-best 5-on-5 save
percentage (.934, per Natural Stat Trick).
Nedeljkovic has been a nice surprise to come out of
Mrazek’s extended absence due to injury. The 25-year-old
goaltender had only appeared in six NHL games since being
drafted No. 37 overall in 2014. He’s spent time in the ECHL
and AHL during his journey, but when the door opened in
early February, the Parma, Ohio native has taken advantage.
After helping the Canes’ AHL affiliate in Charlotte to the 2019
Calder Cup title, Nedeljkovic is now assisting Carolina to
owning the league’s best points percentage (.742) through
33 games. He’s made 12 starts, helped his team to eight
wins, has two shutouts, and a .937 even strength save
percentage.
The two shutouts were sweet in their own separate ways.
The first came against their Central Division rivals in the
Lightning. The second came in his home state of Ohio
against the Blue Jackets, with the added bonus of getting to
see some friends and family afterward.
The transition from a life in the minors to regular time in the
NHL could not have gone better so far.
“It’s been pretty smooth this year,” Nedeljkovic told NBC
Sports last week. “Those first few games were maybe a little
rusty. You can throw that up to maybe not playing a game in
a year. … It’s easy when you’ve got the group of guys that
we have here in front of you. It’s fun. We’re doing really well
right now. We’ve got high expectations amongst ourselves
and it’s going to be an exciting finish to the season.”
We chatted with Nedeljkovic about his recent run of form, his
journey to the NHL, and keys for goalies when attempting to
score a goal.
Enjoy.
Q. When you’re on this kind of run, does the game seem to
slow down?
NEDELJKOVIC: “Yeah, absolutely. It’s a completely different
game than in the minors. Guys are smart, so you don’t see
too many major, major breakdowns. Pucks take a bad
bounce here and there, and mistakes happen, but for the
most part guys are in the right spot. Even if there is a little bit

of a breakdown, there’s always somebody there to back
someone up and to help bail them out.”
Q. You’ve had quite a journey to get to this point. Seven
years after being drafted you’re getting a regular, deserved
run in the NHL. What kept you focused and motivated as you
were down in the A and the ECHL for a bit?
NEDELJKOVIC: “I think it’s just just hoping that opportunity
would come and understanding that I’m playing a game for a
living right now. That’s not going to last forever, so might as
well try to make the most of it at whatever level that is.
There’s a lot of guys that spend their whole career playing in
the American [Hockey] League or overseas that never get to
live their dream playing in the NHL and have long careers in
the NHL. But, in saying that, to have a long career playing
professional hockey, there’s nothing wrong with that at all.
That’s something that not a lot of people can say that they
do.
“Like I said, at the end of the day it’s a game, so the longest
that I can ride it out and play and play at a high level, I’m
going to do that and try to enjoy it as much as I can.”
Q. Knowing goaltending coach Paul Schonfelder since your
time with Charlotte, what are some of the techniques he’s
used that have improved our game?
NEDELJKOVIC: “I don’t think there’s been too many things
technically that Paul came in and we switched around. The
biggest thing with Paul has been the consistency and
pointing things out and focusing on things that we’re letting
slip a little bit, like whether it be rebound control or getting an
extra few inches or getting some good depth or my angles
are off or post play is no good. We’ve kind of been through it
all it seems like. Just having him around and him consistently
wanting to help me get better and wanting to watch me
improve. He’s invested in me and you can’t ask for much
more than that out of a coach or anybody.”
Q. What are you picking up from Petr and James being
around them on a daily basis?
NEDELJKOVIC: “The biggest thing is the consistency in
which they do things. Everybody’s got their own routine,
everybody’s different in a certain way. But what works for
you, that’s what’s gotten everybody to this point and it’s what
made them successful. The only reason they’ve been
successful and gotten here is because they’ve done it every
single day. It’s not something you can turn on and turn off
and expect the same results. You have to be committed to
doing the things that make you successful no matter how
long or boring they may get sometimes. That’s what you
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have to do. As an athlete that’s our job, is to make sure that
we’re ready to go every day.”
Q. You’ve scored goals in the ECHL and AHL, and almost
had a third. Have you had any opportunities to take a shot in
the NHL yet, or come close?
NEDELJKOVIC: “Nope. Haven’t had one shot yet. It’s been
kind of disappointing because we’ve had some opportunities
in some games here where they’ve had the goalie pulled. But
guys at this level are smart. You don’t want to give up
possession of the puck. When you have it, it’s tough to get it
back. Guys really aren’t that eager to give it away, especially
now when teams are starting to realize how much I play the
puck. They’re not overly eager to just go and dump it in or
shoot it on me knowing that I’m probably going to move it.
We’ll see what happens. Hopefully I’ll get plenty of chances
to do it because it was awesome to do it the first two times.”
Q. Does that enter your mind when you see a team empty
their net? Are you thinking, OK, net’s empty, if I get time and
get the puck cleanly I’ll take my shot?
NEDELJKOVIC: “Yeah, probably creeps in a little earlier than
that, honestly. I’ve caught myself a few times after we score

a goal in the first period and we’re up 1-0 or 2-0, I’m like ‘All
right, tonight’s the night, I’m going to score.’ We still have to
play two more periods. Sometimes I get a little carried away,
a little excited about it.
“It creeps in, but at the end of the day I’m trying to make the
right play and you can’t force it. Those two times that I
scored — one in Florida, they dumped it in from the red line,
there was no pressure. It was all in one motion: in my glove,
on the ice, and down the ice it went. The second time, as
well, it was a soft dump from center ice. Really, there was no
pressure at all. I was out above the goal line, too, again, so I
didn’t have to do a lot of moving around and manuevering to
set it up right. It was just kind of stop the puck and shoot it
back down.
“Like I said, you can’t force that, especially in a tight game
where if they’re pulling their goalie, they’re probably only
within one or two goals. One mistake could cost you.”
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Skjei, Trocheck on loss in Chicago
Rod Brind’Amour, Vincent Trocheck and Brady Skjei spoke
to the media after a 2-1 loss in Chicago.

miss a few games. It takes a step out of your game for a
minute, but I felt pretty good.

By Andrew Schnittker

On how long it took him to find his groove: I thought I felt
pretty good from the start. I just needed to get a few hits and
feel the game a little bit.

The Hurricanes simply could not muster enough offense in a
2-1 loss to the Chicago Blackhawks Tuesday night, despite
the return of Vincent Trocheck, who registered an assist.
Trocheck, Brady Skjei and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the
media following the loss, here’s a full breakdown of
everything he had to say:
Rod Brind’Amour
On if this was a different game than the first ones against
Chicago: It was a weird game. Just looking at it, we didn’t
generate any offense. We gave them two goals. That’s just
simple in my opinion. We just handed them two, and there
really wasn’t much happening in that game. It was kind of a
gross hockey game, to be honest with you. We didn’t fight
hard enough to get the grade-As. We did OK at certain
times. It wasn’t like we gave up much, but we just didn’t do
enough to win the game.
On Vincent Trocheck: He was probably our best player in my
opinion. Every shift, he was engaged. He worked hard. He
created a little bit of action, early especially. He was good.
On why the Hurricanes couldn’t sustain their strong first
period: What happened was we gave them two right away to
start the second. We just said ‘Here you go, here’s two
goals.’ Just very frustrating, because it’s in the NHL when
you make them earn them, but we just said ‘Here you go.’ So
that was frustrating. And then it just kind of took the sails out
of us from there on. It’s not like we played a poor game. We
just had a couple that cost us.
On if he was surprised there were only three power plays:
Yeah, we could have used a couple tonight. I think we only
had one. In a game like this, where there wasn’t a lot of
opportunities, that would have been nice.
Vincent Trocheck
On how he felt in his first game back from injury: I felt good.
Obviously it’s a fast hockey game in the NHL whenever you

On playing with Andrei Svechnikov and Jesper Fast: It was
good. I thought we had a few chances we probably should
have capitalized on. Obviously [Svechnikov] is a very
dynamic player. As much as I can I’m just trying to get him
the puck. [Fast] works really hard, and he works down low
and gets us the puck and makes some room. Those two are
nice to play with.
On this game feeling drastically different than the first few
against Chicago: I think so. We didn’t play to our game as
well as we did the first few times. We gave them a few goals
early in the second and had an uphill climb from there. We
just weren’t able to get those two goals.
On if he felt frustrated and impatient to get back on the ice:
Yes. Absolutely. It’s not fun watching.
Brady Skjei
On if this game was tighter than the first few games against
Chicago: Yeah. They did a good job of making it a tough
game on us. I still think we could have created a few more
quality chances at the net. But yeah, it was definitely a more
controlled game than the previous ones.
On Kevin Lankinen’s performance: He played well. No doubt
about that. We put a lot at him in the first. I thought the first
was our best period by far. We didn’t build off that or
continue that pace of play. We’ve got to come back on
Thursday and get two points out of this trip.
On why there was a lack of shots in the third period: I’m not
sure. I don’t know if there were a bunch of blocks. We try to
put as many pucks as we can to the net, especially as
defensemen. I think that’s a big part of our offense, is getting
pucks through and creating some chaos in the O-zone. We’ll
have to do a better job of that on Thursday.
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Recap: Hurricanes drop Windy City snoozer
In a tight-checking, low-scoring game, the Hurricanes made
a few too many mistakes to come away with a victory.
By Andrew Schnittker
Despite carrying play for long stretches, especially in the first
period, the Hurricanes could not overcome a poor stretch of
play in the second period and a hot goalie in a 2-1 loss to the
Chicago Blackhawks.
The Canes’ three-game winning streak and five-game point
streak came to an end in the defeat. Carolina outshot
Chicago 32-16, out-chanced the Blackhawks 26-12 and led
62-32 in shot attempts, but Kevin Lankinen was excellent in
net for Chicago, stopping 31 shots for the victory.
Andrei Svechnikov scored Carolina’s lone goal, and Alex
Nedeljkovic made 14 saves in net.
The Canes flew out of the gate in this one with multiple
strong shifts and chances, outshooting Chicago 9-1 five
minutes and change in.
Carolina continued carrying play the entire first period, and
dominated the Blackhawks. However, thanks to the play of
Lankinen, despite outshooting Chicago 13-5, and, per
Natural Stat Trick, racked up a 65.79% corsi for at 5 on 5,
outchancing the Hawks 11-3, racking up seven high-danger
scoring chances and a 97.08 expected goals for percentage,
the game was scoreless through one.

the middle frame, as Dylan Strome came in with a head of
steam and beat Nedeljkovic over the glove-side shoulder to
make it 1-0.
The Blackhawks continued their strong start to the middle
frame on a power play just a few minutes later as Patrick
Kane stripped Brett Pesce in the middle of the nice and fed a
cross-crease pass to Alex DeBrincat to make it 2-0.
Carolina finally found the back of the net late in the second
as Brady Skjei threw a puck on net from a sharp angle that
deflected off Svechnikov in front and past Lankinen to make
it 2-1.
Playing in his first game after an eight-game absence,
Vincent Trocheck picked up a secondary assist on
Svechnikov’s goal. While it’s not a true “streak” with the
games he missed, Trocheck has picked up at least a point in
each of his last seven games played.
Carolina entered the third period trailing for just the third time
this season, and was not anymore successful than the other
three times. The Canes weren’t able to generate much
offense in a tight-checking period, and ultimately dropped
what Rod Brind’Amour described as “kind of a gross hockey
game.”
Despite the loss in Chicago, the Canes had a very strong
month of March, earning points in all but two games with a
10-2-2 record.

Almost expectedly after a first period titled so far in the other
direction, Chicago dented the scoreboard 29 seconds into
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Lankinen might have won the game in the first period, when the rookie
stopped 13 shots as the Canes stayed on the attack. Strome then beat
Nedeljkovic with a shortside shot on the first shift of the second.

Blackhawks survive rocky start, hold off Hurricanes, 2-1

DeBrincat’s goal came after Patrick Kane stole the puck from
defenseman Brett Pesce, who was trying to clear the zone, and fed
DeBrincat for a tap-in and his 19th of the season.

BY CHIP ALEXANDER

The Carolina Hurricanes ended what has been a strong month of March
with a loss that coach Rod Brind’Amour described as “weird” and “gross.”
The Canes were beaten 2-1 by the Chicago Blackhawks, who turned two
early goals in the second period and 31 saves from rookie goalie Kevin
Lankinen into a grinding victory Tuesday at the United Center.
The Canes (23-8-3) could have moved into first place in the Central
Division after the Tampa Bay Lighting lost Tuesday for a third straight
time in regulation. But the loss dropped Carolina (49 points) to third after
the Florida Panthers won to tie the Lightning with 50 points. The
Blackhawks (17-15-5), in fourth, kept pace with Nashville, which also won
Tuesday.
“It was a weird game.” Brind’Amour said. “We didn’t generate any offense
and we gave up two goals. it was that simple, in my opinion. We just
handed them two.
“There really wasn’t much happening in that game. It was kind of a gross
hockey game, to be honest with you. We didn’t fight hard enough to get
Grade-A’s (scoring chances). It wasn’t like we gave up much but we
didn’t do enough to win the game.”
The Canes dominated the first period but couldn’t score against
Lankinen, only to have the Blackhawks score twice in barely first four
minutes of the second. Dylan Strome scored 29 seconds into the period
and Alex DeBrincat on a power play at 4:02 after a Patrick Kane steal in
the Canes zone.
Andrei Svechnikov’s tip of a Brady Skjei shot late in the second
accounted for the Canes’ only goal. Canes defenseman Dougie Hamilton
had his 14-game point streak, the longest in the NHL this season, come
to an end.
The Canes had been behind just three times this season after 40 minutes
before Tuesday. For the fourth time, they could not make a third-period
comeback as the Blackhawks hunkered around Lankinen, looked to clog
the neutral zone to stymie the Canes and blocked shots -- Chicago had
19 blocks in the game.

“We gave them two right away to start the second, said, ‘Here you go,
here’s two goals,’” Brind’Amour said. “Very, very frustrating. It’s one thing
to make them earn it but we said ‘here you go.’ It’s not like we played a
poor game. We just had a couple of hiccups there that cost us.”
The Canes had a 32-16 edge in shots and 23-11 advantage in scoring
chances but those metrics meant little by game’s end. Carolina finished
the month of March 10-2-2 and will begin April with another game at
Chicago on Thursday.
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Goals from Dylan Strome and Alex DeBrincat — plus 31 Kevin Lankinen
saves — lift the Chicago Blackhawks to a 2-1 win over the Carolina
Hurricanes

By PHIL THOMPSON

Dylan Strome and Alex DeBrincat scored early in the second period,
helping the Chicago Blackhawks flip the switch after a lackluster first
period and shock the Carolina Hurricanes 2-1 on Tuesday at the United
Center.
Strome’s goal came in his first game back after taking one off to welcome
a baby, Weslie Margaret Strome, to his family. It was Strome’s second
goal — and point — in his last 12 games.
It started with Connor Murphy cutting off a pass in the neutral zone at the
wall and knocking the puck to Kirby Dach, who chopped it ahead to a
streaking Strome. Strome dribbled the puck a little before zipping it under
Alex Nedeljkovic’s arm to give the Hawks a 1-0 lead 29 seconds into the
second.
DeBrincat followed with a tip-in power-play goal off Patrick Kane’s assist
3½ minutes later.

“They did a good job of making it a tough game on us,” Skjei said. “it was
definitely a more controlled game then the previous ones.”

It was a surprising shift in momentum, with the Hawks finding a way to
beat pressure after the Canes dominated the first period. The Hawks won
for just the third time in nine games.

Goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, in his 13th game, took the loss for the Canes,
who had center Vincent Trocheck return to the lineup after missing eight
game with an upper-body injury.

The Hurricanes’ speed and forechecking immediately gave the Hawks
problems.

Trocheck, called the Canes’ best player Tuesday by Brind’Amour, had an
assist on the Svechnikov goal.
“I felt pretty good from the start,” Trocheck said. “I just needed to get a
few hits and feel the game a little bit.”

The Canes’ neutral-zone press made it hard for the Hawks to get clean
entries into the offensive zone. Kirby Dach’s shifts with Mattias Janmark
and Dylan Strome accounted for four of the Hawks’ first five shots on
goal.
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And when the Hawks were on defense, the Canes turned back pucks to
keep them in their zone.
Kevin Lankinen was busy on his end, turning away 13 shots in the first.
The Canes had seven high-danger scoring chances in the period and 11
scoring chances overall, according to NaturalStatTrick.com. But they
couldn’t do anything with them.
However, with 4:19 left in the second, Vincent Trocheck won an offensive
faceoff, Brady Skjei circled around Hawks defenders and took a sharpangle blast, which Andrei Svechnikov redirected into the far side of the
net for his 10th goal of the season.
The Hawks met the level of the Canes’ pressure in the third period and
withstood a sixth attacker when the Canes pulled Nedeljkovic.
Lankinen had 31 saves while his counterpart had just 14, with the
Hurricanes outshooting the Hawks 32-16.
Chicago Tribune LOADED: 03.31.2021
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Hagel, a Buffalo Sabres sixth-round pick in 2016, signed with the Hawks
as a free agent in November 2018. His first NHL season was halted by
the pandemic after one game, and he made this season’s debut in the
third game of the season. But he has become a mainstay since.
“If you watch Brandon Hagel and you knew nothing about when he got in
the league, he looks like he’s been in the league a year or two,” Bowman
said. “He doesn’t look like he’s a new player. I think that’s because of the
confidence the coaches have shown in him.”
GM Stan Bowman is ‘doing a lot of listening,’ but the Chicago
Blackhawks’ abundant cap space and playoff prospects won’t affect his
trade deadline strategy »
Hagel has four goals and nine assists in 33 games entering Wednesday
night, but he has become the quintessential intangibles guy.
“Even the play he made on (Carl Soderberg’s) power-play goal on the
entry (March 23), he held a guy off, he was patient, and he made a clean
play tape-to-tape which broke pressure,” Colliton said. “We probably
don’t score without that. That’s been encouraging to see.”
Hagel said after the helper, “I’m trying to help these guys get into the
zone with my speed and get pucks for the guys.”

Brandon Hagel brings his own brand of swagger to the Chicago
Blackhawks: ‘I just love how committed he is to doing the hard stuff every
shift’

By PHIL THOMPSON

Future Hall of Famer or not, Brandon Hagel is not the type to let Patrick
Kane gaslight him in a game of two-puck.
“He makes up his rules sometimes,” Hagel deadpanned. “We just bug
each other here and there. It’s just one of those things.”
If there’s one thing the 22-year-old Chicago Blackhawks forward’s
coaches and teammates have learned about him, backing down isn’t an
option.
“He certainly has got a little swagger to him,” coach Jeremy Colliton said.
“From my perspective, the motor, the work ethic, the mentality, that is the
thing. That’s what makes him great.”
It’s an assessment Stan Bowman, hockey operations president and
general manager, agrees with.
“The thing I like about Hagel is he never stops,” Bowman said. “He’s the
definition of relentless. That’s something I think our team, we need more
of it.
“He’s not the biggest guy,” Bowman said of the 5-foot-11, 174-pound
Hagel, “but you knock him down, he just gets right back up. You knock
him down again he just gets right back up, chases you down, takes the
puck and goes the other way.
“It’s his mentality more than anything else that’s impressive, and it’s
helped our team.”
Chicago Blackhawks left wing Brandon Hagel (38) goes airborne while
passing the puck to a teammate in the first period against the Columbus
Blue Jackets at the United Center on Saturday, Feb. 13, 2021.
Hagel grew up that way in Morinville, Alberta.
“My parents work hard for everything they got and they helped me along
the way,” Hagel said. “My No. 1 goal is to give everything I got for them
and bring it every night for them.
“They helped me so much to get to this point, they sacrificed tons of
things. If they’re going to do that, I need to pay it right back to them, just
by giving them everything I’ve got every single night because I know they
still do that day in and day out today.”

The rookie forward’s role has expanded throughout the season.
He has gone from averaging about 12½ minutes in his first 10 games to
slightly under 15 minutes in his most recent 10. During that span he
played on the penalty kill and added the power play to his duties.
Bowman said Hagel “didn’t even play until the second or third game. Now
he’s playing in power play, penalty kill, five-on-five — but he’s earned it
with his play. He’s very consistent.”
“I wouldn’t say I’ve surprised myself,” Hagel said of his role and
performance so far.
“I’m just trying to come out there and play every game like the way I
know I need to play and I want to be a consistent player. So I’m just
taking it game by game and responsibility’s getting put on my shoulders,
which is nice. I thrive for that stuff.”
Hagel’s scrappy play prompted his addition to the first power-play unit
with Patrick Kane, Alex DeBrincat, Soderberg and Adam Boqvist.
“We felt like he could help us on the entries and getting pucks back,”
Colliton said.
It’s a small sample size, “but so far, he’s done a good job,” Colliton said.
On Thursday, Hagel assisted on Patrick Kane’s power-play goal against
the Florida Panthers.
But one of Hagel’s biggest contributions has been helping stabilize the
second line with Dominik Kubalik and David Kampf as the right wing.
The line has produced seven goals to none by the opposition in five-onfive situations and have a 61.6% expected goals-for percentage,
according to NaturalStatTrick.com.
“The Kampf-Kuby-Hagel group has done a great job playing against top
lines, typically, and not just defending well but creating a lot going the
other way and building momentum for our team,” Colliton said. “They
found a way to chip in offensively as well.
Along with the top line that features Kane, DeBrincat and (most often)
Pius Suter, “that’s probably the base right now of our team that we’re
working with.”
Chicago Blackhawks left wing Brandon Hagel (38) and Columbus Blue
Jackets right wing Patrik Laine (29) fight during the first period at the
United Center on Saturday, Feb. 13, 2021.
Kubalik said earlier this month that once he started playing with Hagel,
they clicked.
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“We knew what to expect from each other,” he said. “I’m going to be
finding the puck and shooting it and Hags will skate with it, win those
battles.”

Dylan Strome kept the puck on a two-on-one rush and beat Alex
Nedeljkovic upstairs, then Patrick Kane pickpocketed Brett Pesce and
fed Alex DeBrincat for a tap-in power-play goal.

This month they’ve assisted each other on two goals apiece.

But overall, the Hawks were credited with only 12 scoring chances, yet
again tying for their lowest since March 2017 — for the second
consecutive game and third time this month.

“Kuby’s a hell of a player, obviously,” Hagel said “He’s a really good goal
scorer and he’s really fast and works hard and gets pucks back. Just so
much support on the ice. I mean, Kampy’s always there, he makes good
plays, he’s really good in the ‘D’-zone and gets us out of there right away
so we can play offense.
“It’s nice. We kind of have three different things going on that line, and it
all works out when we’re all working hard.”
Bowman and Colliton agreed they’d like have more players with Hagel’s
effort, which Colliton called contagious.
“That’s what we’re trying to build here, because that’s the standard for
how you’re going to carry yourself,” Colliton said.
“When you’re on the ice, you have the responsibility for the team in your
hands, and I just love how committed he is to doing the hard stuff every
shift. The more of our guys we have doing that, the more success we’re
going to have.”

“We’re probably going to have to play better to win again against these
guys [on Thursday],” Strome said.
“You’re not going to win too many games in the NHL where you only get
16 shots. We were fortunate enough tonight, but we’ve had some games
this year where we’ve had a lot of shots but not much success. Hockey is
a funny game like that, but we’ll take the two points.”
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Blackhawks sign Boston College free-agent forward Mike Hardman
Hardman, a 6-3 wing, had 19 points in 24 NCAA games this season.
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Blackhawks get much-needed, if not visually pleasing, win over
Hurricanes
The Hawks won 2-1 on Tuesday despite being outshot 32-16. Hawks
coach Jeremy Colliton was unperturbed: “We’re just trying to get a win.”

By Ben Pope Mar 30, 2021, 10:00pm CDT

Shortly after the Blackhawks’ 2-1 win over the Hurricanes on Tuesday,
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour called it a “gross hockey game.”
Without a doubt, it wasn’t pretty. But on the home side, coach Jeremy
Colliton wasn’t concerned about aesthetics.
“We need the points,” Colliton said. “They’re in a different position than
us — maybe they can worry about style points. But we’re just trying to
get a win.”
Get a win Colliton’s team did, in boring but ultimately effective fashion
against an opponent that entered the day with the NHL’s best record.
Shot attempts were 62-32 and shots on goal 32-16, both in favor of
Carolina, but the Hawks managed to lock down their defensive zone
when it mattered most. In the third period, holding that 2-1 lead
throughout, they conceded only seven shots on goal (and only four until
the final minutes).
“We talked about a lot of stuff this morning as a team...[like] knowing,
when these games are on the line, how to play as a group together,” said
defenseman Connor Murphy, who played 9:56 in the third period alone.
“It seemed like we were able to pack it in and understand that every puck
and battle you’re in is a valuable one to the game.”
Goalie Kevin Lankinen made 31 saves and was, as in most of his wins
this season, the biggest reason why the Hawks did win.
On the other end, the Hawks only generated any semblance of
threatening offense for about five minutes — the first five of the second
period — but made their two juiciest chances count.

By Ben Pope Mar 30, 2021, 1:16pm CDT

The Blackhawks added another player to their prospect pool Tuesday by
signing 22-year-old forward Mike Hardman.
Hardman, a sturdy 6-3 wing who was an undrafted free agent, played at
Boston College the last two seasons.
He joins the Hawks on a two-year entry-level contract with a $912,500
salary cap hit and was immediately assigned to the taxi squad. He could
potentially receive NHL playing time this spring.
Hardman tallied 25 points in 34 games as a freshman in 2019-20 and 19
points in 24 games as a sophomore this year. Boston College’s season
ended Sunday with an NCAA Tournament loss to St. Cloud State.
“He’s a big body, and he skates well...and [he’s] been a contributor on
offensive lines,” Hawks coach Jeremy Colliton said. “He’s going to have
to quarantine. But we’ll see [what he can bring] when we get him on the
ice.”
The Hawks have dipped into the college circuit several times over the
past to bolster their forward prospect pool, signing Colorado College
sophomore Josiah Slavin earlier this month and Notre Dame senior Cam
Morrison last summer.
Hardman’s signing gives the Hawks 49 contracts on the books right now
— one shy of the 50-contract limit — which could affect general manager
Stan Bowman’s philosophy and flexibility with transactions ahead of the
April 12 NHL trade deadline.
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Blackhawks get tough, hang on for big win over Hurricanes

John Dietz

Nothing went right for the Blackhawks during the first period against
Carolina at the United Center on Tuesday.
They were being outskated, out-hustled, outmaneuvered and totally
outclassed.
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Something needed to change -- and in a hurry -- if coach Jeremy
Colliton's squad had any chance of upending a Hurricanes team that
came in 11-1-2 in its last 14 games.

Chicago ended Carolina's three-game winning streak and handed the
Hurricanes their second regulation loss in 15 games (11-2-2) despite
being outshot 32-16.

Well, it took less than a half-minute for the tide to turn.

Chicago was badly outplayed early, but managed to buckle down
defensively after getting a two-goal lead and limiting the Hurricanes.
Andrei Svechnikov scored late in the second for Carolina, which missed
a chance to leapfrog both Tampa Bay and Florida into first place in the
Central Division.

After Connor Murphy intercepted a clearing pass near the Hawks'
defensive blue line, Kirby Dach managed to pop the bouncing puck to
Dylan Strome, who was suddenly racing ahead on a 2-on-1.
Strome stayed patient, realized there was no passing lane to Mattias
Janmark and lifted a shot that beat Alex Nedeljkovic just 29 seconds into
the second period.
Alex DeBrinat added another goal just 3½ minutes later make it 2-0, and
the Hawks (17-15-5) went on to post a somewhat stunning 2-1 victory.
Somewhat stunning to fans and the media, that is. Maybe not so much to
the players and coaches.
"That's a pretty negative comment, to be honest," said Connor Murphy
when a reporter asked what it felt like to prevail despite being dominated
much of the night. "It's fun to win and sometimes you can defend well
and get wins. The last half of the game we didn't give up that many
chances."
Colliton concurred, saying: "Really pleased with our resilience and the
response. I thought we worked really hard."
The Hurricanes outshot the Hawks 8-1 in the first 4.5 minutes and closed
the first period with a 13-5 advantage and a 7-0 advantage in highdanger chances. Kevin Lankinen allowed a few juicy rebounds and was
out of position a time or two, but he managed to keep the puck out of the
net.
Carolina's only goal came at 15:41 of the second period when the puck
bounced off Hawks D-man Wyatt Kalynuk and into the net.
Carolina had a few chances in the third, but the Hawks kept most of the
play to the outside and managed to prevail.
"We talked about a lot of stuff this morning as a team in how to be better
when these games are on the line," Murphy said. "Seemed like we were
able to pack it in and understand that every puck and battle is a valuable
one to the team. ... They got their looks, but (at) crunchtime guys were
very desperate to help each other out."
DeBrincat now has 19 goals, giving him one more than he had in 70
games last season. Strome, who missed Sunday's game due to the birth
of his daughter, scored for just the second time in 14 games.
"It's pretty crazy, becoming a dad, and staying at the hospital and
sleeping there and stuff," Strome said. "Not the most sleep in the last
couple nights, but it was kind of expected. I actually felt pretty good
today. ...

'œWe found a way to defend,' Chicago coach Jeremy Colliton said. "I
thought we did a good job of keeping them to the outside.
'œWe bent, but we didn't break. I really liked the last two periods.'
The Blackhawks snapped a two-game slide and won for just the third
time in nine games (3-6-0) as they battle for fourth place and the final
playoff spot in the Central.
'œYou're not going to win many games in the NHL when you only get 16
shots,' Strome said. 'œWe'll take the two points and move on.'
Strome connected after missing Sunday's contest for the birth of his first
child, Weslie Margaret. DeBrincat's team leading 19th goal was his third
in two games.
Alex Nedeljkovic made 14 saves.
The teams meet again Thursday in Chicago.
The Hurricanes dominated the scoreless first period, outshooting the
Blackhawks 9-1 in the opening six minutes and 13-5 in the frame.
Chicago struck quickly in the second.
Strome opened the scoring on the first shot of the second, firing in his
sixth goal from the right circle just 29 seconds in. His shot glanced off
Nedeljkovic's upper left arm and found the net.
DeBrincat's quick power-play goal at 4:02 made it 2-0. Patrick Kane
stripped the puck from Carolina defenseman Brett Pesce in the slot, and
fed DeBrincat at the right edge of the crease for a tap-in.
'œWe gave them two goals,' Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It
was kind of a gross hockey game to be honest with you.
'œIt wasn't like we gave much, but we didn't do enough to win the
game.'
The Hurricanes cut it to 2-1, finally connecting in their 24th shot with 4:19
left in the period after winning a faceoff in the Chicago zone. Brady
Skjei's shot from a sharp angle on the left side appeared to glance off
Svechnikov, who was cutting across the crease.
The Blackhawks and Lankinen held on in the final minutes after Carolina
pulled Nedeljkovic for an extra attacker

"Everyone's healthy, everyone's happy and it's a pretty cool feeling."

COACHING CONTRACT

As was the victory for the Hawks, who had lost 8 of their last 11. The
teams meet again at the United Center on Thursday.

Despite his team's success, Brind'Amour isn't sure about his future. The
50-year-old is in the third year of a three-year contract that reportedly
pays $600,000 a year - among the lowest salaries for any NHL coach.
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Late last month, Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon told the Raleigh News &
Observer that he expected to work out a new deal for Brind'Amour and
that: 'œI've got to pay him more.'

Strome, DeBrincat score, Blackhawks cool off Canes 2-1

Before Tuesday's game, Brind'Amour said he had nothing new to report
on contract talks.

By MATT CARLSON

'œFor me, it's not a distraction,' said Brind'Amour, who played 20 years
in the NHL. 'œI'm going to coach my team as best I can no matter what.
Hopefully, we'll get something done.'

CHICAGO -- Dylan Strome and Alex DeBrincat scored in a 3:33 span
early in the second period, Kevin Lankinen made 31 saves and the
Chicago Blackhawks beat the Carolina Hurricanes 2-1 on Tuesday night.

Asked about his long-term plans, Brind'Amour said, 'œI don't know. I'll be
honest. I love this group and I love doing it. There's a lot of stress
involved.'
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NOT PRETTY
When told Brind'Amour called game 'œgross,' Colliton had a quick
response. 'œThey're in a different position than us,' he said. 'œMaybe
they can worry about style points.'
HARD ADDITION
The Blackhawk signed free agency F Mike Hardman to a two-year entrylevel contract and assigned him to the team's taxi squad. The 22-year-old
just completed his sophomore season at Boston College.
NOTES: Caroilina D Dougie Hamilton's point streak ended at 14 games.
It was the longest in the NHL this season. '» D Wyatt Kalynuk played in
his second NHL game, while rookie D Nicolas Beaudin sat out. Both
Beaudin, 21, and Kalynuk, 23, are among the Blackhawks' top prospects.
... Carolina C Vincent Trocheck made a strong return after missing eight
games with an upper body injury. He won 10 of 15 faceoffs and took a
game-high six shots. Brind'Amour said Trocheck was the Carolina's best
player on Tuesday. '» LW Teuvo Teravainen (concussion) missed his
11th game.
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Blackhawks sign forward Hardman to 2-year deal

John Dietz

The Blackhawks came to terms on a two-year contract with undrafted
forward Mike Hardman on Tuesday. Hardman, who scored 22 goals in 58
games over the last two seasons at Boston College, was assigned to the
Hawks' taxi squad.
Hardman's contract carries a $912,500 cap hit.
The 6-foot-3, 190-pounder is a native of Hanover, Massachusetts. Prior
to playing at Boston College, Hardman scored 39 goals in 58 games for
the West Kelowna Warriors of the BCHL (juniors).
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Smoke and mirrors or something to build on? 10 Blackhawks
observations after ‘gross’ win over Hurricanes

By Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers Mar 30, 2021 14

Five minutes into the game, the Hurricanes had a 9-1 advantage in
shots, forechecking the Blackhawks into oblivion. At the six-minute mark,
they had a 97.08 expected-goals-for percentage, according to Natural
Stat Trick. When the first period ended, Carolina had all seven highdanger scoring chances between the teams.
It was 0-0.
Fourteen minutes into the second period, the Hurricanes had a 21-9
edge in shots on goal. They hadn’t allowed one in nearly eight minutes.
They had more shots, more attempts, more chances and had won twothirds of all faceoffs.
It was 2-0 Blackhawks.
At no point in Tuesday’s 2-1 victory over Carolina did the Blackhawks
look better than the Hurricanes, who entered the game with the league’s

best record. Heck, for much of the game, they didn’t even look
competitive with the Hurricanes. Even in the third period, as they
Nashvilled the Hurricanes to death by playing smart (read: boring)
hockey, getting outshot a mere 7-4, they occasionally looked like they
were just hanging on for dear life. Yet they won, holding on to a thirdperiod lead against one of the Central Division’s Big Three for the third
straight time.
Hockey, man.
“Sometimes earlier on this year, maybe we played better and didn’t get
the two points,” said Dylan Strome, who scored the game’s first goal in
his first game as a dad. “I guess it all comes out in the wash. Did enough
to win, I said it on the bench. But probably need to play better to win
again against these guys next game. … You’re not going to win too many
games in the NHL when you only get 16 shots. We were fortunate
enough tonight, but we’ve had some games this year where we’ve had a
lot of shots but not much success. Hockey’s a funny game like that.”
Jeremy Colliton and Connor Murphy were more positive about the overall
game, as Murphy bristled at a “negative” question about the Hurricanes’
general dominance and Colliton said he was very pleased with the
second and third periods. The strange game served as a reminder that
great goaltending and timely goal-scoring can make the Blackhawks
interesting. But even in victory, it underscored just how far they have to
go to become the “elite team” that Colliton always talks about, to “climb
the mountain” as general manager Stan Bowman likes to put it.
The win allowed the Blackhawks to keep pace with the Predators, who
stayed red hot with an overtime victory against Dallas. The teams are
tied for the fourth and final playoff spot in the Central Division, though
Nashville holds the tiebreaker.
So while Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour called the game “gross” and
“weird,” Colliton found plenty of beauty in it.
“We need the points,” he said. “They’re in a different position than us.
Maybe they can worry about style points. But we’re just trying to get a
win.”
1. The Blackhawks withered under Carolina’s forecheck in the first period
(look at the heat map below), but started to fight back in the second. Two
quick goals from Strome and Alex DeBrincat (on the power play) gave
them life and breathing room. By the third period, the Blackhawks were
getting out of their own end with relative ease.
“They used their pinching and forecheck to get pressure on us and to
have more chances and more zone time against us,” Murphy said of the
comically lopsided first period. “That worked well for them. And then we
ended up finding a way as the game went on to get the pucks by their
pressure and get a little more zone time the other way. (We were) able to
take advantage of those wall battles a little better than we did to start.”
The third period, meanwhile, looked a lot like the last two games, only it
was the Blackhawks suffocating the Hurricanes instead of the Predators
suffocating the Blackhawks. Colliton said they’re always stealing from
other teams, and it looked like the Blackhawks had picked up a few
things from the successful, sometimes soul-sucking Predators.
“We were able to pack it in and understand that every puck and battle
you’re in is a valuable one to the game and to the team,” Murphy said.
“So it seemed like we showed that a little more tonight. They got their
looks, but as it got into crunch time in the game, it seemed like guys were
very desperate to help each other out in the battles.”
2. Who says Patrick Kane doesn’t play defense?
3. It continues to be a tale of two seasons for DeBrincat, who scored on
that Kane pass.
Last season: 18 goals on 207 shots in 70 games
This season: 19 goals on 101 shots in 33 games
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4. It might not have made a difference, considering the puck was
deflected right before it got to him, but you’d like to see Wyatt Kalynuk —
playing his second NHL game as Ian Mitchell remains in Rockford —
facing the play on the Hurricanes’ first goal. He’s trying to box out Jesper
Fast on the far post, but he has his back to the play. So when Brady
Skjei’s shot comes in from a sharp angle and barely ticks off Andrei
Svechnikov, Kalynuk isn’t trying to get out of the way, and the puck
banks in off his knee. As a defenseman, you never want to have your
back to the puck for long, if at all.
5. No surprise that Svechnikov’s goal came directly off a faceoff win.
Jordan Staal won his first 13 faceoffs, while Kirby Dach lost all eight of
his. We’ve gone back and forth in this space and on the Laz & Powers
podcast about whether you should put too much stock in faceoffs, but
this wasn’t a 54/46 split here. Carolina won 41 of 64 faceoffs, with Staal
finishing a ridiculous 18-3. The Hurricanes rank second in the league at
the dot, while the Blackhawks are 27th.
6. Mattias Janmark has gone quiet at the worst time for the Blackhawks.
He’s not definitively going anywhere at the trade deadline, but he’s
certainly the player who makes the most sense to be traded, considering
his production and cheap expiring contract.
But since having a goal and an assist against the Tampa Bay Lightning
on March 18, Janmark hasn’t had a point in his last six games. It’s his
worst offensive slump of the season. He also went pointless in the first
four games of the season.
7. Strome returned to the team after missing the last game because of
the birth of his first child. He scored in his return, as so many new
Blackhawks dads seem to. Dach created the chance, and Janmark was
kind enough to retrieve him the puck.
“It’s pretty crazy becoming a dad and staying at the hospital and sleeping
there,” Strome said. “Not the most sleep the last couple nights; that’s to
be expected. Actually felt pretty good tonight. Everyone’s healthy, and
everyone’s happy, and it’s a pretty cool feeling.”
8. We’re always getting questions about Colliton’s system and what the
defensive zone coverage is supposed to entail.
On this play, from Sunday’s game against Nashville, a lot of fans seemed
to jump to the conclusion that Adam Boqvist is being directed to follow
the puck behind the net. Well, that’s not the reality.
Boqvist and Colliton were asked specifically about that play and how it’s
supposed to play within Colliton’s man-and-a-half system.
Boqvist: “I think they want me to maybe hold a little bit in front of the net,
to wait, because it’s hard to score from behind the net. At the same time,
we can’t cheat in the D zone. We have to stay on the right side and good
players are going to make the play. Obviously we have to talk to each
other out there. Obviously I can make a better read out there, but overall
it’s been a little like that lately. We’re not in position and they score.”
Colliton: “First of all, we don’t want to leave the front of the net if we don’t
know if we have someone there in support and in position on the
defensive side. We want to get stick on puck if we are going to go. Stick
on puck below the goal line, so the puck doesn’t go through. And then we
have to have inside position on their third forward from our low forward.”
9. The Blackhawks don’t have any obligation to play newly signed
forward Mike Hardman. His contract year will burn regardless if he
appears in a game or not. But this season is all about development and
the future, so the Blackhawks might as well play him.
Hardman brings a physical element the Blackhawks don’t possess much
of in the NHL or anywhere within the organization. Reese Johnson got an
NHL look this season partly because he plays a harder game and can fit
on the fourth line. It’s worth giving Hardman that same look.
“I watched him a little bit,” Colliton said. “Obviously had a chance to talk
to him before he signed. He’s a big body, and he skates well, and he’s
played with top players and been a contributor on offensive lines. He’s

coming here, kind of get a look at him. He’s going to have to quarantine.
But we’ll see when we get him on the ice.”
The Athletic’s Scott Wheeler shared his thoughts on Hardman earlier
Tuesday.
“If you’d asked me whether Mike Hardman would turn pro after two years
in college, I’d have told you, no chance,” Wheeler said. “So that speaks
to just how far he has come. He really came into his own when he was
placed on a line with Matt Boldy and Alex Newhook midway through his
freshman year. They became known as ‘the freshman line’ and were
really one of the better trios in college hockey down the stretch, which
also helped to rejuvenate Matt Boldy, who’d got off to a tough start to his
college career.
“I think Hardman was often viewed as the hard-working type who rode
shotgun on that line, but he stirred the drink in more ways than one. This
year, due to the way the season worked out, they weren’t together quite
as much and he still had a good year. The worry with Hardman is that his
offensive zone game is rounded (lots of B tools) without being dynamic (a
lack of A tools). His game suits the pro level and he’s got the size, but I’d
bet on him being a good AHLer before I bet on his NHL upside. Maybe
he’ll keep proving me wrong, though!”
10. The moment Shayne Gostisbehere’s highly recognizable name hit
the waiver wire, surely plenty of Blackhawks fans immediately envisioned
him in Chicago. After all, the Blackhawks have one of the worst defenses
in the league — they give up the most shots on goal per game and have
the worst expected-goals percentage in the league at five-on-five — so
why wouldn’t they be in the market for a name-brand blueliner?
Well, put it this way: There’s a reason the Flyers felt comfortable putting
Gostisbehere on waivers in order to give themselves some roster
flexibility. Just like Carolina’s Jake Gardiner and Florida’s Anton Stralman
before him, they’re pretty sure he’s going to clear. Philadelphia shopped
him over the offseason and found no takers, and though he’s had a solid
enough bounce-back season, there aren’t likely to be any teams in the
market for a third-pairing defenseman who’s signed for two more
seasons beyond this one at a $4.5 million cap hit. Had they put former
Blackhawks power-play specialist Erik Gustafsson on waivers, he might
have been claimed, because he’s on an expiring deal. But for the same
reason we shot down a bunch of ideas in our “Who Says No?” piece on
Tuesday, the Blackhawks will pass on Gostisbehere, too. They simply
can’t take on that kind of term for that kind of money in a flat-cap world.
So while Gostisbehere might be an upgrade over some of the
Blackhawks’ current options, it’s not by much. And certainly not worth
that kind of money.
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What will the Blackhawks get out of Boston College’s Mike Hardman?

By Scott Powers Mar 30, 2021

The Blackhawks have assured themselves of at least one addition for the
season’s final stretch regardless of how the trade deadline plays out.
College free-agent forward Mike Hardman will sign a two-year entry-level
contract with the Blackhawks on Tuesday. The contract will begin right
away, and Hardman is expected to join the Blackhawks soon and be with
them for the remainder of the season. The signing was first reported by
John Buccigross and J.D. Burke.
The Blackhawks hope the 6-foot-2, 198-pound Hardman helps fill a need
for a physical, power forward. It’s something the Blackhawks don’t
possess a whole lot of throughout the organization. Hardman is coming
off a sophomore season at Boston College during which he produced 10
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goals and nine assists in 24 games. Boston College was eliminated from
the NCAA Tournament on Sunday.
Hardman went undrafted in his two years of eligibility. He had some NHL
interest after his freshman season at Boston College and returned to
school for a second year. This time, about 20 teams showed interested in
signing him, according to a source.
The Blackhawks appear to have high hopes for Hardman. For one, they
were willing to burn the first year of his contract. That was probably
necessary considering the level of interest in him, but the tradeoff is he
will be due a second contract after the 2021-22 season. Second, the
Blackhawks are now up to 49 contracts for this season. The limit is 50.
That could prohibit the Blackhawks at the trade deadline. They could take
on one more contract without needing a corresponding move, but beyond
that, they’ll require contracts to go out to come in.
Hardman, who turned 22 on Feb. 5, played left wing on a line with center
Alex Newhook, a Colorado Avalanche 2019 first-round pick, and right
wing Matthew Boldy, a Minnesota Wild 2019 first-round pick. He also
played on Boston College’s power play and penalty kill.
Hardman came in at No. 22 on Corey Pronman’s list of top European and
college free agents.
“Hardman has been an important player for a top college team the last
two seasons,” Pronman wrote of Hardman. “He has quick hands, can
make some plays and score around the tough areas. He’s not a dynamic
skill type, but he has good flashes. Hardman isn’t the quickest, though,
which may hold him back from the NHL.”
One NHL amateur scout had a similar take.
“He’s a good player,” the scout said. “He’s a 6-2 wing who plays more of
a depth-style pro game. Not a Tom Wilson-type physicality, but he mixes
it up in the hard areas. Most of his goals came around the net. He was
the third wheel with Boldy and Newhook the past two years, so he’s more
complementary than a play driver. Pace will be a big question mark. He’s
not a strong skater.”

We’re just under two weeks away from the April 12 trade deadline, and
we’re still waiting for the first major domino to fall. But half the fun of the
trade deadline is wild, baseless speculation and fantasy wheeling and
dealing. With that in mind, we asked The Athletic subscribers to pitch us
their best trade proposals for the Blackhawks. You didn’t disappoint. We
looked at them, showed them to some of our colleagues around the
league, and even tapped a few sources here and there to get their
opinions on the big question of the moment: Who says no?
1. Blackhawks receive: Andrew Ladd, 2021 second-rounder, 2022 firstrounder, 2022 second-rounder
Islanders receive: Andrew Shaw, Mattias Janmark — Sean R.
We got several proposals that involved Andrew Ladd, so let’s start here.
The Islanders would love nothing more than to get out from underneath
Ladd’s contract, which is pound for pound one of the worst in the league.
And Stan Bowman is actively looking to use all that long-term injured
reserve (LTIR) space he has to take on a bad contract as a way of
extracting a top pick or a high-end prospect out of a desperate team in a
nice role reversal from much of his GM career. So it’s a perfect match,
right? Not exactly.
Two things get in the way of this deal. First, Ladd’s deal might be too
onerous for the Blackhawks. Remember: Ladd isn’t hurt. He’s just not
any good anymore. So he can’t be stashed away on LTIR alongside
Brent Seabrook. Ladd is currently on the Isles’ taxi squad. Chicago can
absorb his $4.425 million cap hit this season and next season, but it’s the
2022-23 season that becomes a problem. Kevin Lankinen, Dominik
Kubalik, Dylan Strome, Adam Boqvist and Connor Murphy are among the
players who’ll be due new contracts for 2022-23, so that final year of
Ladd’s contract is a significant concern. Does Bowman really want to box
himself in? For a first and two seconds, it might be worth it. Might.
The second snag? The Islanders are going big-game hunting in the wake
of Anders Lee’s fractured leg. Mattias Janmark is a nice piece, but he’s
not a top-six winger for a contender. New York might need those picks to
go after a bigger prize.

The Blackhawks have gone the college UFA route the past few years
looking for power forwards. They signed Cam Morrison, a 6-foot-3, 209pound winger, out of Notre Dame last season. Morrison suffered an MCL
injury early in the season for the Rockford IceHogs and underwent
surgery in late February. He’s expected to miss five to six months.

Who says no? The Islanders. Much as Lou Lamoriello wants to shed
Ladd’s contract, it’s too steep a price for too little immediate help.

The Blackhawks have had more success with European free agents, but
they have signed a number of college free agents over the years, too.
They’ve also been willing to burn the first year of the contract. They did
so for Kyle Baun when he was a free agent out of Colgate in 2015.

This Janmark-to-Islanders trade might be closer to a real possibility.
Again, it’s largely about Ladd’s contract. The other thing Bowman has to
figure out is how much it’s worth to take on a contract like that. The
conversation starts with a first-rounder, but considering there are multiple
years left on Ladd’s deal, Bowman might want a little bit more. If the
Islanders threw in decent prospect and a few later-round picks, this type
of trade would be more digestible for the Blackhawks.

Video scouting
Let’s look at Hardman in action.
Hardman has quick hands and often gets his stick on pucks. On this play,
he helps create a turnover in the defensive zone. He sets up and
releases a one-timer on the ensuing rush. As the play unfolds, he works
his way around the net. Late in the play, he goes to retrieve a loose puck
behind the net. Before getting it, he lifts his opponent’s stick. He grabs
the puck, spins and fires a pass into the slot. His teammate rewards him
for the play by scoring a goal.
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Who says no? Evaluating your Blackhawks trade deadline proposals

By Scott Powers and Mark Lazerus Mar 30, 2021

2. Blackhawks receive: Ladd and 2021 first-round pick
Islanders receive: Mattias Janmark — Alex Z.

Who says no? Probably the Blackhawks. Bowman probably would want a
bit more to get this done.
3. Blackhawks receive: Bowen Byram
Avalanche receive: Mattias Janmark, Nicolas Beaudin and 2021 secondrounder — Brian D.
Who says no? The Avalanche. The Blackhawks had their chance at
Byram in the 2019 draft. Instead, they went with Kirby Dach. Both teams
seem to be quite fine with their choice. Byram isn’t being pried away from
the Avalanche either, especially at that price. He’s part of the future, and
the Blackhawks are going to be seeing him plenty over the coming years.
4. Blackhawks receive: Tyler Johnson, a 2021 first-rounder and a 2021
fourth-rounder
Lightning receive: Mattias Janmark (Blackhawks retain 50 percent of his
salary) — Will D.
Just a couple of years ago, Tyler Johnson was a 29-goal scorer and a
part of Tampa’s core. Now, he’s an albatross who went unclaimed on
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waivers back in October. Johnson’s only 30, but he carries a $5 million
cap hit for three more seasons after this one.

his contract, and that’s probably a non-starter for most teams looking to
upgrade.

Who says no? The Blackhawks. Johnson’s deal is a year longer than
even Ladd’s, and costs more (though he’s at least a capable player). You
know who needs new deals in the last year of Johnson’s deal? Patrick
Kane, Jonathan Toews, Alex DeBrincat, Duncan Keith, Ian Mitchell and
who knows who else? With the cap unlikely to rise even by then, it’d be
foolish to take on such a deal just to get a very late first-round pick.

Who says no? The Bruins. De Haan doesn’t fill their offensive need. Plus,
they’re not going to give up Beecher, a 2019 first-round pick, for this type
of deal.

5. Blackhawks receive: Loui Eriksson and a 2021 first-rounder

Islanders receive: Hall with 62.5 percent retained by other teams

Canucks receive: 2021 second-rounder — Tim M.

Sabres receive: Islanders’ 2021 first-rounder, 2021 second-rounder,
2023 third-round, Leo Komarov and retain 12.5 percent of Hall’s cap hit
— Wally M.

Of all the terrible contracts out there — and there are a lot! — Eriksson’s
might be the most manageable. He’s signed for a $6 million cap hit
through next season. The Blackhawks can swallow that pretty easily.
Who says no? The Blackhawks. This feels like an overpay, taking on
Eriksson’s deal just to move up 20-25 spots in the draft. Make it a thirdor fourth-rounder instead of a second and Chicago probably jumps at it.
Given the real-money and cap savings for Vancouver, a first-rounder with
nothing of real value coming back really should be the price. The
Canucks might want to wait until after the draft lottery to make such a
deal, anyway. Just in case.

10. Blackhawks receive: Islanders’ 2022 second-rounder, Josh Ho-Sang
and retain 50 percent of Taylor Hall’s cap hit

The out-of-the-box thinking is welcomed. It’s this kind of deal that could
work for the Blackhawks to utilize their cap space. It might take a third
party for them to tap into it. … But not exactly this deal.
Who says no: The Islanders. They’d be giving up a first-rounder, two
second-rounders, a third-rounder and a decent prospect for Hall. There’s
still some risk in bringing on Hall. He hasn’t had a great season. Plus, the
Islanders wouldn’t likely re-sign him. The Islanders could be looking at
Hall, but this is just too much to give up.

6. Blackhawks receive: 2021 first-rounder (whichever of the two is lower;
Minnesota owns Pittsburgh’s as well as its own)

11. Blackhawks receive: Ross Colton

Wild receive: Mattias Janmark and a 2021 third-rounder — Michael P.

Soderberg is definitely someone the Blackhawks will be listening about if
teams come calling. He’s cheap and can play a number of roles.

A first-rounder? In this economy? Janmark’s having a nice season, but
he’s almost certainly not going to net the Blackhawks a first-rounder. It’s
still remarkable the Blackhawks got a first-rounder (and a prospect and a
fourth-rounder) for Ryan Hartman (a first-round pick himself) a couple of
years ago.
Who says no? The Wild. Emphatically.
7. Blackhawks receive: Adam Beckman and Marcus Johansson
Wild receive: Dylan Strome — Daniel C.
Beckman, a high-scoring 19-year-old left wing, is the Wild’s seventh-best
prospect, according to The Athletic’s Scott Wheeler. He’s still a couple of
years away from sniffing the NHL, but there’s a lot to like about a guy
who posted 48 goals and 107 points last season in the WHL.
Johansson’s an expiring contract.
Who says no? The Blackhawks. Strome’s not a kid anymore, but he just
turned 24 this month. And with the uncertainty the Blackhawks face at
center with Jonathan Toews, it’d be wise to hang on to him. Besides,
between his concussion and some down production, it’d be selling low on
a former No. 3 overall pick who was very productive in his first two
seasons in Chicago. Bowman can do better.
8. Laz to Columbus for Aaron Portzline, straight up. — Matt P.
Who says no? Scott Powers. I like Portzline. He’s one heck of a reporter.
But I need a bit more for Laz. I’m giving away too much institutional
knowledge in that deal. If I’m going to send Laz and his family packing, I
need a few draft picks and/or prospects in return. I have to check to see if
Laz has a no-movement clause, too. It’d be like him to ask for it. (Says
Lazerus: “I have a full NMC, and I’m vetoing this deal. I’d be dead of an
overdose of Tip-Top Kitchen pot-roast sandwiches within a fortnight.)
9. Blackhawks receive: John Beecher and 2021 third-rounder
Bruins receive: Calvin de Haan — Nick K.
There were a couple of trade scenarios with de Haan going to the Bruins.
For one, the Bruins are mostly in need of scoring right now. They’re thirdlast in goals-for per 60 minutes in five-on-five play, according to Natural
Stat Trick. De Haan isn’t helping in that area. Secondly, it’s difficult to
foresee de Haan being dealt at the deadline. He has another year left on

Lightning receive: Carl Soderberg — Alan K.

Who says no: The Lightning. The Lightning are in need of cheap young
prospects because of their cap constraints. They probably wouldn’t want
to give up Colton, who has been playing regularly.
12. Blackhawks receive: Future considerations
Kraken receive: Brent Seabrook, Alex Nylander and 2022 first-rounder —
Patrick M.
It’s going to take a lot for the Blackhawks to deal Seabrook’s contract,
especially in this cap climate. We recently explored the possibilities. The
Kraken are one of those possibilities.
Who says no: Possibly no one. The Kraken’s greatest leverage is their
cap space. They can do something like this and not have it destroy their
financial picture. For the Blackhawks, they have to weigh how much it’s
worth giving up to create that cap space with Seabrook’s contract.
Bowman had high hopes for Nylander when he traded Henri Jokiharju for
him, but things have changed since then. It’s possible the Kraken might
want a more established young player than Nylander in this deal, too.
The 2022 first-rounder would make sense from the Blackhawks’
perspective. They can draft early in 2021 and continue to stockpile for the
future.
13. Blackhawks receive: Artemi Panarin, Tony DeAngelo
Rangers receive: Jack Eichel, Carter Hutton
Sabres receive: Dominik Kubalik, Nikita Zadorov, Alexandar Georgiev,
Rangers’ 2021 first-rounder, Blackhawks’ 2021 first-rounder, Sabres’
2021 third-rounder, Blackhawks’ 2022 second-rounder — Ken G.
You have to admire at least the complexity of this deal. Fans will certainly
do anything to get Panarin back to the Blackhawks.
Why says no? Probably everyone, definitely the Blackhawks. First of all,
and most importantly, the Blackhawks wouldn’t want DeAngelo. His
baggage just isn’t worth it. The rest is very unrealistic, too. Honestly,
Panarin probably wouldn’t want to return to Chicago. And he controls his
fate with a no-movement clause. He’d love to play with Patrick Kane
again, but Panarin felt betrayed by the Blackhawks to be traded so soon
after he agreed to an extension, so there’s some very real lingering
resentment.
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14. Blackhawks receive: Jack Eichel
Sabres receive: Kubalik, Strome, 2021 first-rounder — Corey B.
You’ve got to love the attempts for the Blackhawks to get involved in an
Eichel trade, too.
Who says no: Probably the Sabres. This isn’t a bad deal, but they
probably want more for Eichel. The conversation would probably start
with Alex DeBrincat or Kirby Dach and then add on draft picks and
prospects. With it being Buffalo, maybe Kane’s name would be tossed
around.

for the Blackhawks. As an unrestricted free agent, even in a flat-cap
world, Danault will command a significant raise from his current salary of
$3.083 million. At 28 years old, he’s also likely to be looking for a longterm deal. And the Blackhawks simply don’t have that kind of financial
flexibility. Then there’s the cross-border quarantine issue and the fact
that Montreal might not have a better shot at a spot in the Final Four than
this year, thanks to the divisional playoff format. This one’s a fun thought,
but not a realistic one.
Who says no? Both teams. This would be a win-now move for the
Blackhawks, and they’re just not in the market for a rental.

15. Blackhawks receive: Milan Lucic

20. Blackhawks receive: Ryan Miller

Flames receive: Matthew Highmore and 2021 mid-to-late rounder —
Michael D.

Ducks receive: Patrick Kane — Patrick M.

Could the Blackhawks be tougher to play against? Sure. They could use
a bit more size and physicality in their lineup. They once flourished with
players like Bryan Bickell.

1186052 Dallas Stars

Who says no: The Blackhawks. Lucic is due $6 million for two more
seasons. He’s not worth it at that price for the Blackhawks.

Stars’ failures in overtime persist as Dallas outplays Nashville, can’t
capitalize in loss
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16. Blackhawks receive: Nolan Patrick and a second-rounder
Flyers receive: Mattias Janmark and Calvin de Haan. — Chase K.
Patrick, the No. 2 pick in the 2017 draft (just ahead of Miro Heiskanen,
Cale Makar and Elias Pettersson, yikes) missed all of last season with a
migraine disorder and has just four goals and three assists in 33 games
this season.
Who says no? Both teams. Bowman loves his first-round reclamation
projects, no doubt, and Patrick has been playing better lately, but he’s
simply too much of a question mark at this stage. Meanwhile, the Flyers
aren’t likely to give up on such a high pick so soon after a major health
issue, especially when it costs them a second-rounder, also. Patrick is
not untradeable, but it would take more than de Haan and Janmark. The
fading Flyers need to decide if they’re really in the race — only fourthplace Boston is within reach — before they go for it at the deadline.
17. Blackhawks receive: Alex Turcotte
Kings receive: Jonathan Toews
Come on, now.
18. Blackhawks receive: Johnny Gaudreau
Flames receive: Dylan Strome, Adam Boqvist and a second-rounder —
Tom L.
A couple of years ago, Gaudreau posted 99 points during a legit MVPtype season. But he’s been nowhere near that level for the past two
seasons, which makes him a fascinating case study. Calgary surely will
want to sell him based on his sensational talent and past success.
Meanwhile, other teams will be trying to buy low on him, because his
numbers have dipped pretty dramatically. So is this an overpay for the
Blackhawks, or an insult to the Flames? It’s really hard to tell!
Who says no? The Flames. This is a really intriguing proposal that’s very
difficult to nail down, but given Gaudreau’s pedigree and Calgary’s
immediate needs in the North Division, it’s likely the Flames would want
more of an immediate help.
19. Blackhawks receive: Phil Danault
Canadiens receive: Dylan Strome and a 2021 third-rounder — Patrick N.
Danault will always be one of the ones who got away for Bowman, a
terrific Selke-caliber two-way center who was given away for virtually
nothing at the 2016 trade deadline (a harsh reminder that win-now moves
can really hurt in the future, and don’t even always pay off in the now).
And as great as he’d look on the second line in Chicago behind Kirby
Dach (or the third line should Toews return), it’s just not a realistic move

By Matthew DeFranks10:18 PM on Mar 30, 2021 CDT — Updated at
10:21 PM on Mar 30, 2021 CDT

Change the colors. Change the location. Change the opponent.
But not the result.
In what has become a regular occurrence for the Stars this season, they
outplayed their opponent and still wound up with an overtime loss, this
time a 3-2 setback in Nashville. The Predators erased a one-goal Stars
lead in the third period before Eeli Tolvanen won the game 1:29 into
overtime.
Tolvanen’s goal came after a head-scratching decision by Denis
Gurianov to dump the puck in during overtime, giving the Predators
possession and allowing Tolvanen to beat Gurianov back to the Stars
zone. Tolvanen received a pass from Viktor Arvidsson and roofed a shot
past Anton Khudobin.
“That was a gift,” Stars coach Rick Bowness said. “That’s all I’m going to
say on that. That was a complete gift.”
The loss dropped the Stars’ record in overtime and shootout games to 210. They have lost the last four games that have extended past
regulation. Their only win this season during 3 on 3 overtime came all the
way back on Jan. 26 in the third game of the season.
If the Stars were an average team in overtimes and shootouts (and went
6-6), they would be in a playoff position, ahead of Chicago, Nashville and
Columbus on points percentage.
“It’s puck possession is what it is,” Bowness said. “Overtime is puck
possession. When they’re tired, you bring it back in the neutral zone, you
hang on and make some plays. Try to hem them in their zone. You do
not give them the puck back.”
Jason Robertson and Roope Hintz continued to carry the Stars offense
by scoring goals in the second period. Robertson scored his seventh goal
of the season by slipping a shot between Juuse Saros’ legs. Hintz scored
on a power play on a rebound of Miro Heiskanen’s shot.
Khudobin made 23 saves in the loss.
The Stars were — by far — the better team in the first two periods of the
game. They owned a 26-14 edge in shots on goal. They held a 41-26
edge in shot attempts. Their forecheck was relentless. Their power play
scored. They led 2-1 entering the third period.
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But it’s been the story of the Stars’ season this year — play better (at
least for 40 minutes) and still leave the rink with a one-point consolation
prize. After the game, Hintz and Robertson talked about puck possession
during overtime.
“We just have to hold on to the puck more and get good speed,” Hintz
said. “That way, we should get more opportunities.”
“It’s all about maintaining puck possession, and when you don’t have it,
you can’t score,” Robertson said. “You’ve just got to keep looking forward
to getting the puck, trying to strip it off of them.”
Gurianov’s gaffe comes amid one of his worst offensive stretches since
he arrived in North America in 2016. He has just two goals in his last 26
games. His one-timer on the power play hasn’t been unleashed in ages.
He’s been hesitant to shoot the puck. Positive signs seemed to emerge
when he scored against Florida on Saturday and when he assisted on
Robertson’s goal Tuesday.
But his error in overtime may put him further into Bowness’ doghouse,
and it meant another lost point in overtime to a team that the Stars are
chasing.
“It’s something different every game,” Bowness said when asked about
losing in overtime. “That, we haven’t seen that. So it’s something different
every game.”
Miro’s busy: Since the Stars resumed play following last month’s winter
storm, no player in the NHL has been more utilized than Heiskanen.
Entering Tuesday night’s game against Nashville, Heiskanen led the
league in minutes played since Feb. 22, logging 517:43 of ice time, 14
more minutes than Colorado’s Devon Toews. Heiskanen also leads the
league in even-strength ice time (426:07) and is second in overtime ice
time (14:41) during that time period.
Heiskanen, 21, is averaging 24:52 of ice time overall this season, which
is 1:06 more than his career high from a season ago.
Since Feb. 22, Heiskanen has played at least 25 minutes in a game 13
times. He is tied with Los Angeles’ Drew Doughty for most such games in
the last five weeks.
The minutes are not a new thing for Heiskanen. In the playoffs last year,
he averaged 25:58 a game for two months. The Stars’ schedule is what
is new this season, as the team is in the middle of a schedule that
features 44 games in 78 days to finish the season.
Briefly: Bowness said injured forward Alexander Radulov is not with the
Stars on their six-game road trip as he recovers from a lower-body injury
that has forced him to miss 21 of the last 24 games. Radulov has not
played since March 18 at Detroit, and has only played 11 games this
season.
Radulov has not played since March 18 at Detroit, and has only played
11 games this season.
-- Defenseman Andrej Sekera missed Tuesday’s game due to personal
reasons.
-- Tuesday’s game was the final one on Fox Sports Southwest, as the
network will be rebranding to Bally Sports Southwest before Thursday’s
game in Nashville.
Dallas Morning News LOADED: 03.31.2021
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Since the Stars resumed play following last month’s winter storm, no
player in the NHL has been more utilized than defenseman Miro
Heiskanen.
Entering Tuesday night’s game against Nashville, Heiskanen led the
league in minutes played since Feb. 22, logging 517:43 of ice time, 14
more minutes than Colorado’s Devon Toews. Heiskanen also leads the
league in even-strength ice time (426:07) and is second in overtime ice
time (14:41) during that time period.
Heiskanen, 21, is averaging 24:52 of ice time overall this season, which
is 1:06 more than his career-high from a season ago.
“One thing about Miro, some guys that are going to play a lot of minutes,
you can see they’re struggling,” Stars coach Rick Bowness said. “When
Miro’s on, he can play 30 minutes. So those are the nights we kind of
push the bar a little bit because he’s not tired, he’s in to the game, he’s
controlling the game. So get out of his way and let him play. Other nights,
you can tell he’s off a little bit, then you’ve got to cut back on it.”
Since Feb. 22, Heiskanen has played at least 25 minutes in a game 13
times. He is tied with Los Angeles’ Drew Doughty for most such games in
the last five weeks.
“Most nights, he’s the best player on the ice,” Bowness said. “Skating like
he can, and the minutes won’t wear him down as much as a guy who
doesn’t skate as well as he does. Natural skaters can play more minutes,
it’s not as taxing on their body. A guy that struggles to skate and it’s hard
work for them, can’t play those minutes. Miro can handle the minutes.”
The minutes are not a new thing for Heiskanen. In the playoffs last year,
he averaged 25:58 a game for two months. The Stars’ schedule is what
is new this season, as the team is in the middle of a schedule that
features 44 games in 78 days to finish the season.
“I know when I’m tired and when I’m not,” Heiskanen said. “Of course, try
to rest always when I can and eat well.”
On the road, when players are restricted in what they can and cannot do
(due to the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols), Heiskanen said he spends most
of his time in his hotel room resting and watching television. He said he is
watching a couple Finnish TV shows and just finished “Narcos: Mexico.”
Radulov not in Nashville: Bowness said injured forward Alexander
Radulov is not with the Stars on their current six-game road trip as he
recovers from a lower-body injury that has forced him to miss 21 of the
last 24 games.
Radulov has not played since March 18 at Detroit, and has only played
11 games this season.
While the Stars could still fly Radulov to either Carolina or Chicago via a
private plane (to be in accordance with the league’s COVID-19
protocols), the fact that he remains in Texas during a pivotal six-game
road trip does not bode well for his prognosis.
Dallas has already used a private plane once this season to retrieve
Andrej Sekera from his quarantine in Carolina.
Briefly: Anton Khudobin will start in goal against the Predators on
Tuesday night. In his career against Nashville, Khudobin has a .931 save
percentage and 2.23 goals against average.
Dallas Morning News LOADED: 03.31.2021
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In the middle of a packed schedule, no one seeing more NHL ice time
than Stars defenseman Miro Heiskanen

Stars’ greatest trade asset is on the blue line, if they become sellers

By Matthew DeFranks1:24 PM on Mar 30, 2021 CDT

By Saad Yousuf Mar 30, 2021
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With less than two weeks remaining until the NHL trade deadline, the
Stars’ stance remains murky. Dallas is living in two realities: They haven’t
won more than two consecutive games since they started the season 40, and they sit in seventh place in the Central Division, ahead of only the
Detroit Red Wings. On the flip side, they’re only six points back of the
final playoff spot, they have four games in hand on each of the three
teams ahead of them competing for that slot, they have multiple games
remaining against each of those teams and their injured goaltender and
center are inching toward a return.
The playoffs remain just as much in play as the prospects of a lost
season. Regardless of how things go in the next week or two, the Stars
should be shopping their veteran depth players who are on expiring
contracts, even though they won’t return much more than a mid-round
draft pick or a B-list prospect. But if things take a turn toward definitive
doom, the Stars might be hard sellers. And if they are, their top asset is
among their top four on defense.
Esa Lindell is a good player. He hasn’t missed a game for the Stars in
the past three seasons. In that time, he’s either led the team in total ice
time or been second to Miro Heiskanen. He’s a staple on the penalty kill
and, due to a rash of injuries this season, he is playing on the power
play. As a defensive defenseman, he’s a great fit with John Klingberg as
the Stars’ top pair.
Judging defensemen by statistics can be a tricky proposition. Every
player has a role but that’s especially true for Lindell, who is Robin to
Klingberg’s Batman. It’s similar to the dynamic of Jamie Oleksiak and
Heiskanen. For the sake of assigning a stat to this evaluation, though,
let’s go with Game Score, a measure that evaluates a complete in-game
performance. It’s not a perfect stat but such a stat doesn’t exist and this
is better than most for looking at player performance.
Lindell’s Game Score this season is 0.50, ranking him 78th in the NHL.
For perspective, among the Stars’ top four, Klingberg leads the group
with 0.85 Game Score (25th), Heiskanen is second at 0.61 (58th), Lindell
is third and Oleksiak is fourth at 0.40 (93rd). The point is, Lindell
sometimes gets a bad rap from outside viewers but there’s a reason why
multiple coaching staffs over the years keep putting him on the ice.
There’s a reason why management handed him a six-year contract
extension in 2019 that has him as the highest-paid defenseman in the
organization right now.
That’s the case for why Lindell is a good player. Simultaneously, it’s the
case for why trading him should be a consideration. The needle to thread
when assessing trade value is how significant of a return the player can
bring back vs. how valuable his presence is to the team. Oleksiak and his
$2.14 million expiring contract could be a solid rental option for a few
teams, but the Stars wouldn’t get much in return for a 28-year-old
defenseman who would only be around his new destination for a few
months.
This also is where things often get slippery with Klingberg, because
there’s no doubt that a player of his caliber would return a king’s ransom
to the Stars. But as mentioned, Klingberg has been the Stars’ best
blueliner this season and still has another year left at a bargain $4.25
million. For some, the concern is that after that deal expires next
summer, a high-caliber player might walk away for nothing in free
agency. Heiskanen will get a contract extension this offseason but that
does nothing to hinder the chances of the Stars keeping Klingberg in
Dallas long-term, if he and the organization want to continue the
relationship.
While it is plausible to extend Klingberg regardless, moving Lindell would
free up some money and make the Klingberg extension talks that much
easier. Additionally, Oleksiak will be a free agent this summer. Not only
has he improved, but he’s become a great fit with Heiskanen and allows
the young Finnish star to play his complete game. Oleksiak won’t break
the bank and the Stars like what they have in him, so a modest extension
would behoove both sides. That would mean preserving three of the
current top four defensemen. Filling the fourth slot could happen

internally and affordably because the Stars won’t play Thomas Harley for
more than six games this season in order to preserve the extra year of
his entry-level contract.
The trickier part may be in finding a dance partner and getting the
appropriate return. For example, the Islanders and Jets could be in the
market for a defenseman but both teams are strapped against the cap.
One of the most interesting situations is within the Stars’ division, where
Florida has a bevy of cap space and already was in the market to add a
defenseman before Sunday. But during their victory over the Stars, they
lost Aaron Ekblad to an unfortunate injury that required surgery and will
keep him out for 12 weeks. The Panthers also have a lot to offer,
including Henrik Borgstrom, Aleksi Heponiemi, Serron Noel and a few
other prospects, as well as a full draft board for the next three years.
The Stars still have time. Perhaps they get to the trade deadline and
decide to not make any significant changes to the core. The wheels also
could fall off of the season and the Stars could become active sellers. If
they do, they’ll have options. Anton Khudobin could fetch a modest
return, as could Oleksiak. Klingberg could bring in a haul but that’s a
move that would signal a greater shift in the organization’s future.
Trading Lindell is the only move that would keep the championship
window open for next season while also adding some valuable pieces to
the organization.
The Athletic LOADED: 03.31.2021
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Shorthanded Panthers get another gutsy win, but add Anthony Duclair to
growing injury list

BY DAVID WILSON
MARCH 30, 2021 09:31 PM,

The Florida Panthers were on their way to another one of those victories
Joel Quenneville would classify among the most rewarding in a season
when another frustrating break came their way.
The Panthers — already playing without Aleksander Barkov, Patric
Hornqvist and Aaron Ekblad — were cruising to a 4-1 win against the
Detroit Red Wings when Anthony Duclair burst to the net in the waning
moments of the second period, tripped over the goaltender to draw a
penalty and crashed into the boards behind the goal. The winger writhed
on the ice while the crowd of 4,321 showered boos down upon Thomas
Greiss, then cheered when Duclair finally rose to his feet and headed
back to the locker room.
Florida pushed its winning streak up to three games Tuesday, but also
pushed its list of injured contributors up to four with Duclair set to miss 710 days with a shoulder injury.
“He’s going to be gone for a little bit here,” coach Joel Quenneville said.
On Tuesday, the Panthers scratched Barkov with a lower-body injury
during pregame warm-ups. On Thursday, Hornqvist went down with an
undisclosed injury, leaving Florida without two of its top forward. The
most serious injury struck Sunday when Ekblad fractured a bone in his
left leg — he had successful surgery Monday and will miss 12 weeks —
then the list grew to four Tuesday with Duclair’s injury in the second
period.
After losing its first two games without Barkov on Tuesday and Thursday,
Florida (23-9-4) answered with a three-game winning streak, including
back-to-back three-goal victories.
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“We’re on a three-game winning streak now after a three-game losing
streak,” forward Carter Verhaeghe said. “It shows the resiliency of our
team.”
The latest romp was never close. The Panthers scored three goals in the
first 12:25, chasing Red Wings goaltender Calvin Pickard from the game
and sparking a lopsided win to open up a five-game homestand in
Sunrise, despite being outshot for the third straight game.
All-Star left wing Jonathan Huberdeau, who had just one goal in his
previous 11 games before scoring twice Sunday against the Dallas Stars,
scored just 17 seconds into the game, then Verhaeghe and Brett
Connolly scored just 58 seconds apart to knock Pickard out of the game
with 7:35 left in the first period.
Verhaeghe, who notched his second career hat trick Saturday in Dallas,
also scored in the second period and now has 16 goals to lead the
Panthers in his first season in Florida. Connolly’s goal was the 100th of
his career, but only his second of the season.
Huberdeau and Sergei Bobrovsky — with 35 saves on 36 shots — still
paced the shorthanded Panthers, but Florida picked up a third straight
win with the help of the newfound depth it has cultivated in this
breakthrough season.
“We’re missing a few guys — a few key guys — but I think it’s also
opened up the opportunity for other guys to play bigger roles, play bigger
minutes and earn their spot in the lineup,” Bobrovsky said. “It’s also some
adversity for us to overcome, to get together and be strong, and I thought
guys did a great job tonight again.”
After Huberdeau scored in the first minute, the rest of the explosive first
period was handled by some of the Panthers’ most important new
additions and unlikely contributors. Verhaeghe scored off an assist from
Duclair — a connection by two linemates in their first season with Florida
— and Connolly scored his when he deflected in a slap shot by
defenseman Gustav Forsling, who landed with the Panthers just four
days before the 2020-21 NHL season began in January.
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Carter Verhaeghe scores two goals vs. Red Wings as Panthers win third
straight game

By PAUL GEREFFI
ASSOCIATED PRESS
MAR 30, 2021 AT 9:55 PM

SUNRISE — Carter Verhaeghe scored two goals to lift the Florida
Panthers over the Detroit Red Wings 4-1 on Tuesday night.
Brett Connolly scored his 100th NHL goal and Jonathan Huberdeau also
scored a goal for the Panthers, who have won three straight games.
Sergei Bobrovsky made 35 saves.
“We did what we were hoping for,” Panthers coach Joel Quenneville said.
“We had a great start, a lot of pace, good puck movement, everybody
involved in the flow, good rush attack. Huby scoring early certainly
helped. There were some really good things that happened early in the
game.”
The Panthers had lost three consecutive games and lost some key
players to injury, such as Aleksander Barkov and Patric Hornqvist.
“The team has been doing well,” Verhaeghe said. “We’re on a threegame win streak here, which is nice after a three-game losing streak, and
it shows the resilience of the team for sure.”

Forsling’s increased workload was Florida’s newest lineup change
Tuesday. With Ekblad out, Forsling moved up to join defenseman
MacKenzie Weegar on the top defensive pairing.

Filip Zadina scored for the Red Wings. Calvin Pickard allowed three
goals on eight shots before being replaced by Thomas Greiss, who
stopped 24 shots. The Red Wings have lost six consecutive road games.

The Panthers, though, started with defensemen Riley Stillman and Anton
Stralman, whom Florida actually placed on waivers Friday, but kept on its
taxi squad when he went unclaimed. He was on the ice for Huberdeau’s
goal and Verhaeghe’s first, which came when the Panthers turned
defense into offense.

Huberdeau’s goal came 17 seconds in to make the score 1-0. Verhaeghe
and Connolly scored 58 seconds apart, making the score 3-0 and
chasing Pickard from the game at 12:25 of the first.

Duclair jumped on a loose puck and used his speed to beat Detroit (1221-4) down the ice. He stopped on a dime just before he hit the red line,
spun his body back toward the center of the ice and flipped a
backhanded pass through three defenders to Verhaeghe, who put Florida
ahead 2-0 with 8:33 left in the first period.
Less than a minute later, Forsling and Connolly stretched the lead to 3-0.
Forsling was elevated to the top line in part because of his shooting
ability — his 2.1 shots on goal per game are now most among active
Panthers defensemen — and he ripped one toward the net with Connolly
screening. The winger rose his stick and redirected the puck past the
goalie to stretch the lead, and send Pickard back to the bench.
Forsling was also on the ice for Verhaeghe’s goal in the second period,
which came after a wraparound shot bounced over Greiss and across the
goal line to push Florida’s lead back up to 4-1 less than five minutes after
the Red Wings cut into it.
When the night ended, the Panthers were back in a tie with the Tampa
Bay Lightning for first place in the Central Division, albeit with an another
injury hurdle to manage.
So far, Florida has proved it can handle it.
“We have a lot of good players and Q has a lot of decisions every night
with different guys,” Connolly said. “It’s a good problem to have.”

“It’s as bad as we’ve played defensively in a while,” Red Wings coach
Jeff Blashill said. “We weren’t at our best. We had a bunch of guys that
played their ‘B’ and ‘C’ games. We need everybody on their ‘A’ game
every night.”
Zadina’s power-play goal got the Red Wings within 3-1 with 12:31 left in
the second.
“It took us too long to get into this game tonight,” Red Wings center Dylan
Larkin said.
Verhaeghe’s second goal, a wraparound that went airborne and in at
12:11 of the second, stretched the Panthers lead to 4-1. Verhaeghe
leads the Panthers with 17 goals.
“We had a great start, up 3-0, then we had some good composure and
played our game,” Bobrovsky said. “It’s a great win. We keep building
and it’s definitely fun.”
INJURIES
Panthers forward Anthony Duclair was driven into the boards in the final
seconds of the second period and appeared to injure his shoulder.
Duclair did not return and will miss 7 to 10 days, according to
Quenneville.
Panthers D Aaron Ekblad underwent surgery on Monday for a fracture in
his lower extremities and is expected to be out of the lineup for 12 weeks.
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Ekblad, 25, sustained his injury during the second period of Florida’s
game against the Dallas Stars on Sunday.
Panthers: Noah Juulsen: out (undisclosed), Patric Hornqvist: out
(undisclosed), Aleksander Barkov: day to day (lower body).
Red Wings: Jonathan Bernier: day to day (lower body), Bobby Ryan: day
to day (upper body), Marc Staal: day to day (upper body).
ATTENDANCE
The Panthers cap attendance at 25% capacity. Tuesday’s game drew
4,321.
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Florida Panthers

Panthers blow out Red Wings but lose yet another key player

“It has been tough but that’s hockey and you deal with it,” said Connolly,
who came back into the lineup when Patric Hornqvist went on the IR on
Saturday.
”For whatever reason, it just hasn’t been going in but I have proven in the
past that I can go on a streak and really get my game going. The team is
winning, playing great and I love this group here. Down the stretch,
everyone needs to pick it up and I think I can help.”
Connolly’s deflection was the last shot Pickard would see as he was
pulled in favor of old Florida nemisis Thomas Greiss.
Greiss made some stops but did not play much of a factor in the game —
save for what happened at the end of the second.
With Florida up 4-1 in the closing seconds of the period, Greiss tripped a
hard-charging Duclair and sent him sprawling into the end boards.
Duclair was down for a few minutes and was seen grasping at his
shoulder.
He bounded off the ice and went directly to the room.
Duclair did not return to the game and a separated shoulder is the fear.

Published 7 hours ago on March 30, 2021
By George Richards

Losing Aaron Ekblad to injury is something the Panthers are going to
have to live with for a long time.
On Tuesday, at least, they looked like they wanted to cut loose and have
some fun.
They did so at the expense of the Detroit Red Wings.
Of course, they way the Panthers have been hit by the injury bug this
past week, they did not come out of Tuesday’s game unscathed.

Quenneville said postgame that Duclair would miss at least a week with
the injury making him the fourth substantial player Florida has lost in the
past week.
The biggest injury was to Ekblad as he will be out an estimated three
months after having surgery Monday.
Captain Sasha Barkov is expected back this week and Patric Hornqvist is
not thought to miss too many more games.
Losing a play-driver like Duclair, however, will stretch Florida’s depth
even further. He and Barkov make up 2/3rds of the Panthers’ top line.
”We are missing a few keys guys but I think it has opened it up for other
guys to play a bigger role, get a bigger opportunity,” Bobrovsky said.

The Panthers were hopping on Tuesday night with Jonathan Huberdeau
setting the tone by scoring 17 seconds into the game as Florida dropped
Detroit 4-1 at BB&T Center.

“Earn their spot in the lineup. It’s good to have some adversity to
overcome. We need to be strong. I thought the guys did a great job
tonight, up 3-0. We were composed and played our game, Great, great
win.”

”We had a great start, lot of pace, good puck movement,” Joel
Quenneville said of Florida’s three-goal opening period.

THE GHOST IS AVAILABLE

”We had everyone involved in the flow. Huby scoring off a great chance
got it started. There were some really good things going early.”

A big name to local hockey fans unexpectedly came onto the market
Tuesday as the Philadelphia Flyers actually announced it had put
defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere on waivers.

Florida has won three consecutive games and have taken five of seven
against Detroit so far this season.

The defenseman has struggled at times this season but was thought to
be a very promising NHL player not too long ago.

The Panthers and Wings will play for the final time Thursday.

Gostisbehere, of course, is a South Florida product.

Huberdeau opened the scoring off a nice feed from behind the goal by
Mason Marchment seconds after the initial puck dropped.

The Broward County native came up with the Jr. Panthers program and
spent two years at Stoneman Douglas HIgh in Parkland before moving
north to attend prep school in Connecticut to further his hockey career.

Midway through the period, Carter Verhaeghe converted after being
close a few times, slipping in front of the net and scoring off a pass from
Anthony Duclair.
Verhaeghe, who had a hat trick in Dallas on Saturday night, got his
second of the game in the second period.
With 7:35 remaining in the first, Brett Connolly camped in front of the net
and deflected it past goalie Calvin Pickard.
It was the 100th career goal for Connolly who looked simply relieved after
scoring, making a deep sigh as he glided into the boards.
For a veteran guy who has been waived and spent weeks on the taxi
squad, yeah, this has been a tough run.
Scoring probably felt real good.

Gostisbehere is the first born-and-raised South Florida player to play in
an NHL game.
Florida could have him for nothing if it put in a claim although his salary
and term of his contract, not to mention his up-and-down play, would
keep GM Bill Zito from doing so.
Gostisbehere has two seasons remaining on his contract after this one at
$4.5 million per. While the Panthers could slide him under the cap this
year, they would really want to keep him as a future asset to make the
move.
Florida is thought to be looking for a top-four defenseman with Ekblad
out; the NHL trade deadline is April 12 at noon.
NEW NAME, SAME CHANNEL
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Tuesday was the last game the Panthers played on a Fox Sports
regional telecast as the group of channels is being renamed on
Wednesday.
Fox Sports Florida & Sun will be renamed Bally Sports; the channel
numbers and announcers will remain the same.
FIRST PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS
The Panthers did just about everything they wanted to in the opening
period from putting a lot of offensive pressure on Detroit while limiting the
chances against Bobrovsky.
Florida absolutely dominated the first and had a few prime scoring
chances in the moments following Huberdeau’s first goal 17 seconds in.
The Panthers were only credited with 11 shots on goal in the first and
took 25 shot attempts to Detroit’s 13.
SECOND PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS
Detroit came to play in the second and put a little pressure on Bobrovsky.

“So, you put them together and they’re going to get important minutes.
But I think all of our pairs are going to see top lines. … There will be a lot
of different partners over the course of a game but at the same time, that
pair will probably be together most of the night.”
On the day Florida claimed Forsling off waivers, he was so excited to join
his new team that he packed up his car in Raleigh, N.C., and drove
straight through to South Florida.
Aaron Ekblad will miss rest of Panthers season with leg fracture
He arrived in town after midnight but reported to camp a few hours later
and was on the ice for his first practice with the team.
“I was for sure hoping for a fresh start,” Forsling said Tuesday morning.
“Get back to the NHL and, so far so good.”
Forsling has been a terrific addition to the Panthers ever since.
Florida has used him in a variety of situations and, over the course of the
past few months, he has established himself as a top-four defenseman
with the Panthers.

Filip Zadina got the Wings on the board at 7:32 of the second on a power
play goal but Bobrovsky was terrific throughout, making a total of 17
saves.

“I feel like I have been playing pretty good lately,” Forsling said. “I have to
keep proving them right, keep playing my game.”

”He was excellent all game long,’’ Quenneville said. “We probably
(worked) him more than we would have liked.”

That is where he was projected in Carolina, too, but he got caught in a
numbers crunch with the Hurricanes and spent most of last season in the
minors.

Verhaeghe got his second of the night to make it a three-goal affair once
more when his shot off the side of the cage ran up Greiss’ body and hit a
Detroit stick on the way through.

It was with the AHL Charlotte Checkers where new Florida assistant GM
Paul Krepelka — who ran the Checkers last season — got to know
Forsling, got to watch his game develop.

Florida got a late power play after Greiss tripped up Duclair.

When he came available, the Panthers were ready and snapped him up.

THIRD PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS

Good thing.

Florida got a few shots off on the Greiss power play but did not score.
With a 4-1 lead, there was not much intrigue in this one.

“We are fortunate,” Quenneville said. “We think he’s coming on as a
defender who is quick, gets to people and closes space very fast and
turns in transition from defense to offense. He has done a lot of good
things for us; has a big shot for us. He has really helped our team.”

Bobrovsky ended the night with 35 saves.
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Gus Forsling gets huge opportunity as Panthers try to fill Ekblad void

Published 17 hours ago on March 30, 2021
By George Richards

With Aaron Ekblad out for the season after having surgery Monday, the
Panthers need someone to fill his spot and, at least right now, Gus
Forsling will get his shot.
Florida plays host to Detroit on Tuesday night and at morning skate,
Forsling was with MacKenzie Weegar on the Panthers’ top pair.
This is a terrific opportunity for anyone, but especially for someone who
was waived by Carolina during training camp.
And make no mistake, Forsling has earned his increased role and
responsibility on the Panthers.
Weegar will slide over the right side and play in Ekblad’s spot.
“It’s a ton of responsibility and I think Forsling has played very well and
Weegar has played very well,” Joel Quenneville said Tuesday morning.

Although it looked like the Panthers were going a little crazy when it
came to stockpiling defensemen — Florida brought in Kevin Connauton
on a tryout, claimed Noah Juulsen as well — in a compact season, they
figured it was better to be safe than sorry.
Ekblad being out leaves an obvious big hole to fill and it would not be fair
to expect Forsling, or anyone else on the Panthers, to try and fill it.
But they have to adjust and try their best to do so.
Ekblad is an All-Star quality defenseman whose emergence this season
had him in talks for Norris Trophy consideration.
That is a large hole to fill. But, the Panthers have to one-by-one try and
do so.
“It’s going to be tough to replace a guy like that,” Forsling said. “But
everyone has to step up now. We have good depth on the D and we
have to all take another step.”
BARKOV STILL OUT
Sasha Barkov will miss his fifth consecutive game with the still-unknown
lower body injury.
Barkov left warmups early before Florida’s first game in Chicago last
Tuesday and has not returned since.
“Barky is getting close,” Quenneville said. “This homestand is a busy
week and we expect him to play here at home.”
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The Athletic / UMass, with transfer Garrett Wait, is the Minnesota party
crasher at this year’s Frozen Four

By Steve Buckley Mar 30, 2021

As is 21st century custom for all winning teams in all sports, from bigleague baseball to Pop Warner football, members of the UMass men’s
hockey team were serenaded with a steady chorus of text messages
Saturday night after they had registered a 4-0 victory over Bemidji State
to advance to the Frozen Four.
In this respect, UMass forward Garrett Wait was no different from
everybody else. While he didn’t bother to offer a complete rundown, it’s
safe to assume he heard from his family, from friends, from guys he’s
played with on this or that team over the years. But he did offer this: Yes,
of course, he received text messages from some of his former
teammates at the University of Minnesota.

“And I was talking to Trivigno and he told me all about it, and I liked what
he was saying,” Wait said. “Everybody seemed connected. We just
talked about everything that was going on, like what it’s like here.”
It’s an odd situation. He has a cousin who went to Minnesota and is “a
diehard Gopher fan,” he said. His mother attended Minnesota Duluth, as
did another cousin.
This is the Minnesota Golden Gophers hockey program’s 100th season,
and there were high hopes that the festivities would include a national
championship. The Gophers have won five Frozen Four championships,
but none since they earned back-to-back titles in 2002 and 2003 over
Maine and New Hampshire. They also won three titles in the 1970s
under the late, legendary Herb Brooks. They’ve lost in the championship
game seven times, including a memorable 4-3 overtime loss to Harvard
in 1989 for the Crimson’s only national championship.
Had the situation been reversed — had it been Minnesota in the Frozen
Four, and not UMass —would Wait have been rooting for the Golden
Gophers?
“Yes,” he said. “That’s a little tough to answer, but I love the guys on the
team, so I’d want the best for them.”

Talk about a surreal moment. Wait is a Minnesota native who had played
two seasons for the Golden Gophers before deciding to transfer to
UMass this season. Those two teams, one of them skating in
Connecticut, the other in Colorado, went into last weekend with a chance
to make it to the Frozen Four.

Wait may have bonded with the “family” that is the UMass hockey
program, but he doesn’t really know the school. Circumstances being
what they are, with everybody locked in their little bubbles and classes
being conducted online, there are no discussions about favorite Amherst
haunts, no stories being recognized as a member of a hockey team that’s
making its second straight trip to the Frozen Four (the event was
canceled last year).

The Minutemen, by virtue of their victory over Bemidji State at Webster
Bank Arena in Bridgeport, Conn., are headed to Pittsburgh for an April 8
showdown against Minnesota Duluth in the Frozen Four semifinals.

He has played in all 27 games this season and has eight goals and eight
assists, yet in many ways he’s a stranger in town during these strange
times.

And Minnesota? Less than 24 hours after the UMass victory, and with
Wait having returned to Amherst to watch the action from his digs at the
North Apartments, the Minnesota Golden Gophers suffered a 4-0 loss to
Minnesota State in the West Region Final at the Budweiser Events
Center in Loveland, Colo.

“But I do like the campus from what I’ve seen,” he said. “It’s nice. I like
the layout.”

And with St. Cloud State having punched its ticket to Pittsburgh, that
means three of the four schools in the Frozen Four are from Minnesota.

He expects to be back at UMass in the fall. In a perfect scenario he’ll get
to enjoy those Minnesota bragging rights this summer and then do
something that no UMass hockey player has ever done before, pandemic
or no pandemic: Walk through a crowded Campus Center as a member
of a national championship team.

And then there’s UMass.
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“It’s pretty cool, honestly,” he said by phone Monday night. “I know some
guys on each team. It’s kind of like bragging rights. When I go back home
in the summer I’ll be able to see them, and, yeah, there might be some
bragging rights.”

Websites

The Athletic / Blockchain, crypto and NFTs are the risky ‘next generation
of value creation’ in sports

Had Minnesota won on Sunday — and, again, we’re talking about the
Golden Gophers here — there might have been a meeting against
UMass in Pittsburgh. And that would have resulted in an entirely different
range of emotions for Wait. What we do know that he was rooting for
Minnesota to advance to Pittsburgh.

By Bill Shea Mar 30, 2021

“I went into it trying not to have too many emotions, trying to watch it like
just like another game,” he said. “But it would have cool to see them in
the Frozen Four, maybe play against them.

Joining terms such as Wins Above Replacement and Player Efficiency
Rating in the sports lexicon are phrases such as non-fungible token
(NFT), blockchain and cryptocurrency.

“They had been texting me after our game, saying congrats and all that,
and I said good luck back to them in their game, how’s it going, that kind
of thing. Friendly back and forth stuff. But I think everyone was just
focussed on their own game.”

The language of Silicon Valley entered the sports industry this year on
the back of the white-hot sports collectibles market because of the
enormous sums of money involved.

Wait wasn’t much interested in getting into why this native of Edina,
Minn., decided to transfer to UMass, other than to say, “Mainly because
it’s like a family here, pretty much.”
As he remembers it, his first discussion about making the move to
Amherst was with UMass associate head coach Jared DeMichiel. He
then placed a call to UMass forward Bobby Trivigno, who, like Wait, had
played for the Waterloo Black Hawks of the USHL before choosing a
college.

Why? Simple: In an era with little or no in-game fan revenue because of
pandemic health-safety protocols, concepts such as NFTs and
blockchain are viewed by leagues, teams, owners and athletes as
opportunities to make more money.
Fans can expect to see a growing wave of NFT promotions — would you
value a bobblehead that exists solely on your iPhone? — and the
possibility that future re-sale of tickets will occur on a blockchain that
allows the team to get another cut of money.
While the technology has been around for years, it’s only in the past
couple of months that it’s widely entered both sports and the broader
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national culture. “Saturday Night Live” did an NFT skit this past weekend,
and celebrities are glomming onto the trend.

The artist known as Beeple sold an NFT painting via the iconic Christie’s
auction house for $69.3 million on March 11.

WHAT THE HELL’S AN NFT PIC.TWITTER.COM/BCFYLOPM63

Twitter founder Jack Dorsey auctioned his first-ever tweet as an NFT for
charity, and the bids hit $2.9 million. The auction ended Sunday, which
was the 15-year anniversary of the tweet.

— SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE – SNL (@NBCSNL) MARCH 28, 2021
Whether it’s a bubble or a long-term cash generator remains to be seen,
but it’s all part of the cultural and business conversations in sports for
now. (And for a quick explanation of what these things are, scroll to the
bottom.)
Things like Bitcoin have floated around the periphery of sports since at
least 2013-14 when the Sacramento Kings began accepting the
cryptocurrency, but it went into overdrive in February when NBA Top
Shot, the licensed video highlight collectible brand — functionally a virtual
limited-run trading card sexed-up for the digital age — began to see
millions of dollars in sales. As of Monday, it had nearly $461 million in
sales since its October public beta testing launch, and $200-plus million
of that has come within the past 30 days, per tracking site cryptoslam.io.
That’s gotten a lot of notice across the sports industry, particularly
because the NBA and the players union get an undisclosed cut of all
sales. While the other major leagues declined to comment, it’s known
that all are interested in getting into the NFT, blockchain and crypto
spaces.
The Oakland Athletics got some attention for a recent crypto deal: A fullseason six-seat suite at RingCentral Coliseum can be bought for one
Bitcoin. Such a suite is priced at just under $65,000, and Bitcoin at the
time of the March 15 offer was trading at $61,000. It subsequently dipped
to about $55,000 and as of Monday had risen to $58,000 — illustrating
the volatility risk compared to traditional fiat currency (like U.S. dollars).
Still, the Athletics are keen to get into the fintech (finance and
technology) space as part of doing normal business — not an unusual
risk for a team situated so close to Silicon Valley.
A’s team president Dave Kaval said the club had gotten 50-60 inquiries
about the Bitcoin-for-suite offer.
“There’s been an incredible amount of incoming interest,” Kaval said.
“We’re really curious to see if people will transact in Bitcoin. I think we’re
pretty close. We’ll see if it translates into actual sales or if people are just
tire-kicking.”
Here are a few of the other headline-grabbing NFT, crypto and
blockchain developments in and out of sports:
A Hong Kong-based cryptocurrency exchange last week agreed to pay
$135 million over 19 years for the naming rights to the Miami Heat’s
home venue, which will be called FTX Arena.
Tampa Bay Buccaneers tight end Rob Gronkowski sold $1.75 million
worth of NFT trading cards, including a 1/1 “career highlight refractor”
card for $433,000. The sales were conducted using Ether, the
cryptocurrency of the blockchain platform Ethereum, rather than cash or
credit card.
Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes sold a reported $3.4 million of
digital artwork within 15 minutes on March 17.
Carolina Panthers tackle Russell Okung announced last year that he was
converting half of his $13 million salary into Bitcoin, which was at
$27,000 at the time.
Calgary Flames forward Matthew Tkachuk is believed to be the first NHL
player to make NFTs of himself available for auction through April 1.
Brooklyn Nets guard Spencer Dinwiddie tried to tokenize his $34.3 million
contract until the NBA ruled in 2019 that he could not because the
collective bargaining agreement with the players union forbid it.
Blockchain company Chiliz says it has sold tens of millions of dollars in
NFT “Fan Coins” in deals with Manchester City, FC Barcelona, AC Milan,
Juventus, Paris Saint-Germain and other clubs.
Carmaker Tesla disclosed in a financial filing that it has bought $1.5
billion worth of Bitcoin, and customers can buy the manufacturer’s cars
using the cryptocurrency.

The top sale of a crypto collectible so far has been “CryptoPunk 7804” —
a small, light blue 8-bit cartoon character described as “alien, small
shades, pipe, cap forward” that sold for $7.8 million.
Goldin Auctions, which handles enormous sums of sports card and
collectible sales, inked a deal with cryptocurrency exchange Gemini last
week to start taking Bitcoin and Ether as payment.
DROPS TODAY!@PATRICKMAHOMES WITH
@IMPOSSIBLEBRIEF "MUSEUM OF MAHOMES"
3:30PM PST
PREVIEW ALL OPEN LIMITED EDITIONS NOW!
HTTPS://T.CO/RYTEJQJ0VA
#NFT #CRYPTOART PIC.TWITTER.COM/KCEELQFMZT
— MAKERSPLACE (@MAKERSPLACECO) MARCH 17, 2021
There have also been some speed bumps. First, Dapper Labs — the
company that owns and operates NBA Top Shot — has repeatedly
delayed drops of its digital cards because of technical issues — a
common occurrence during beta testing but something that gets public
notice because of the company’s enormous sales. On Tuesday, Dapper
announced $305 million in new funding.
NFTs also are subject to the whims of the market. PGA Tour golfer
Bryson DeChambeau last week put several up for auction but the
$62,000 in sales was underwhelming compared to what Mahomes and
Gronkowski pulled in. A $40,000 1/1 card drove most of DeChambeau’s
total, and it includes a meeting with him along with physical prizes such
as golf clubs, balls, a signed U.S. Open flag and a gift card.
“The fundamental risk (with NFTs) is that the value is really in the eyes of
the beholder,” said Stuart Madnick, an MIT Sloan professor of
information technologies who has studied blockchain technology.
There also is consumer risk when it comes to these technologies, he
said. While blockchain is touted as basically impervious to hackers, the
technology infrastructure that supports blockchain transactions isn’t
always as robust. And users have to keep their alphanumeric key — the
long chain of letters and numbers that gives them access to their
accounts — safe.
“It doesn’t exist in isolation. That whole system that surrounds the
blockchain is like any system and is hackable,” Madnick said. “It can fall
victim to what happens to bank and email accounts. If you leave it out
someplace, it’s like leaving your safety deposit box key out. That has
happened. People have left it atop their desk.”
Between 2010-18, there were 72 blockchain breaches or incidents that
cost users $2 billion, according to Madnick’s MIT cybersecurity research.
There are also horror stories of people losing their key and being unable
to recover millions of dollars in Bitcoin.
“If you lose that key, there is no way to get it back,” Madnick said.
In the case of blockchain-based NFTs, the value comes from what
buyers are willing to pay. As long as buyers think NBA Top Shot
highlights have intrinsic investment value, they will pay considerable
sums for them — creating a bubble risk. If buyers decide it’s not worth it,
they’ll exit and the bubble snaps.
“There is a hype factor at work. Will it live up to the hype or implode?”
Madnick said.
Another cryptocurrency risk is swings in price, which makes it
unattractive to many as a regular form of transactional currency.
While Bitcoin has increased in value over time, it also has been subject
to sudden sharp declines, making it far more volatile than traditional
securities such as U.S. government Treasury bills — long considered a
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safe place for companies to invest surplus cash. Bitcoin was worth about
$30,000 at the end of 2020 but surged to more than $60,000 before
receding a bit.

“When we reveal a new jersey and it sells for $300, people can buy it
online or in the arena. But if it becomes a collectible globally, that could
be a much bigger business,” Leonsis said.

Kaval, the Athletics president, said the team is keenly aware of such
volatility but said he isn’t concerned about a suite selling via Bitcoin for
much less than traditional currency.

He likened the blockchain, crypto and NFT trends to the mid-1990s
internet explosion. There is a lot of money to be made, he said, and
that’s important to him because he estimates the pandemic effects on his
business will take three years from which to recover financially.

“We’re taking risks right now. You’re basically almost getting a $9,000
discount. From our perspective, that’s fine,” he said. “It also could drive
some volume and interest. Maybe that’s what it’s going to take to get it as
a transactional medium.”
Also limiting the risk is the April 1 deadline to use Bitcoin for a suite.
“I feel that brackets some of the risk,” Kaval said. “We’re going to stand
by that. It could go up. It’s highly volatile.”
That volatility isn’t scaring off the major players in the sports industry.
Dallas Mavericks owner Mark Cuban is a tech billionaire who is all-in on
blockchain and NFTs. He doesn’t, however, place much significance on
whether or not fans will shift from traditional cash to cryptocurrencies like
Bitcoin or Dogecoin. Instead, he’s more interested in the wider business
applications of all the technology.
“Everything is on the table. But I think the least important is using crypto
as a currency. There are already gateways that enable that, so it’s simple
for anyone to add,” Cuban said.
An NBA team owner/co-owner committee was recently formed to study
blockchain technology and it includes Cuban, Ted Leonsis (Wizards), Joe
Tsai (Nets), Steve Pagliuca (Celtics), Vivek Ranadive (Kings) and Ryan
Sweeney (Jazz). All come from tech or finance backgrounds, indicative of
a common denominator for sports team owners in the modern age.
One area that team owners are expected to try to apply blockchain is
ticketing. Most entry into sports events now is done via digital
applications rather than paper tickets, for both front-end retail sales and
for the resale market. Putting tickets on blockchain theoretically allows
teams and leagues to get a slice of secondary market sales when a
buyer sells their ticket to someone else.
Leonsis made the case for blockchain-based ticket tracking in a recent
call with The Athletic. He posed the example of a fan reselling a $150
face-value season ticket for $1,000.
“You made $850 and I didn’t share, the player didn’t share, the league
didn’t share,” said Leonsis, a former AOL executive who also owns the
WNBA’s Washington Mystics and NHL’s Washington Capitals.
Ted Leonsis
Ted Leonsis, owner of three Washington, D.C., area teams, sees
blockchain technology as a possible future for ticket sales and expanding
a local franchise’s reach. (Geoff Burke / USA Today)
He also said he’s interested in the technology to expand the global
footprint for his teams beyond their local markets.
“I’m really interested in how to get out of the notion that I own a sports
team and I have local media rights and a local market and I’m only as
good as the size of my market. That to me is what is so interesting here,”
Leonsis said. “There are eight billion people on the planet; six billion
connected to high-speed internet; 500 million with interest in basketball. I
have the Washington Capitals and I have 20,000 seats that I can sell to
people 41 times a season. My market seems finite. A global market
seems infinite.”
He theorized that could include selling NFT tickets to fans who’ll never
attend a game in person but are willing to pay for digital keepsakes.
“A buyer can hold onto the memory, then resell the ticket,” he said. “I can
sell a ticket to eight billion people. Previously, I could sell a ticket to
800,000 or 10 million, whatever is in your market. When people start to
wrap their heads around this, it will be astounding the sea change this
represents.”
It also could apply to merchandise and apparel sales that traditionally
have been physical if enough fans are interested in buying virtual items.

“It feels to me like when we first got people in America online and the
internet became open via the Netscape browser in ’94 and the world was
your oyster in terms of innovation and creating new apps,” Leonsis said.
“We see (blockchain) as a profound move from analog to digital, from
unaccountable to transparent. From a way to know who is buying and to
turn episodic revenue into reoccurring revenue. That’s a long and subtler
story in building value.”
And speaking of value, he said NBA Top Shot as a business could be
worth more than most NBA teams — thanks, in part, to the league’s
backing of the NFT technology to help fuel a boom.
“It’s possible that Dapper Labs is now one of the 10 most valuable NBA
teams,” Leonsis said. “It’s stood behind, it’s trustworthy and the
marketplace is real. They have that magic right now.”
He did express some skepticism over some NFT efforts and
acknowledged that the new technology will not be a windfall for
everyone. That said, the underlying blockchain tech is here to stay, he
said, and the winners will be those that are patient as markets sort
themselves out.
“There is going to be some losses, some companies that don’t make it,
people will lose money. That’s what happens,” Leonsis said. “A few
people make money who are in early and it disappoints other people. Not
everyone is going to be a winner in this short period of time.
“This isn’t just about the LeBron card trading up, the Jordan rookie card
selling for $700,000. This is much, much bigger and I believe will be
looked at as the birth of this next generation of value creation for many
businesses but especially sports and teams and leagues,” Leonsis said.
“No one knows how the movie is going to end. It’s just starting. These are
like coming attractions. I’m sending out the warning signals — don’t get
overwhelmed by the theater, the noise being generated.”
What is blockchain?
A secure network of computers that act as a digital ledger of publicly
visible but encrypted financial transactions and records, each of which is
created as a consecutive “block” that forms the so-called chain. Security
and speed are its advantages over traditional banking or financial logs.
It’s expected to eventually be used for other types of record-keeping,
such as in medical, technology, industrial and other fields. There are
many blockchain networks, with Ethereum being popular at the moment.
NBA Top Shot operates off the Flow blockchain. Investopedia has a good
blockchain layman’s explainer here for those that want more detail.
What is cryptocurrency?
The digital currencies created by blockchain technology. Domestically,
they are indexed against the U.S. dollar, and in the case of Bitcoin only a
limited amount (21 million) will ever be created, or mined, from a
blockchain. Such currencies are mostly unregulated by governments and
do not have any safety net like the FDIC that protects bank deposits.
Among the most popular and valuable cryptocurrencies are Bitcoin and
Ether. They are used to conduct transactions on a cryptocurrency
exchange and require a digital wallet for storage. Volatility is a primary
concern, and for now only a limited number of businesses accept crypto
for transactions. Another concern is that the specialized “mining” required
to create new Bitcoin is energy-heavy enough to be poor for the
environment.
What is an NFT?
Non-fungible tokens are the digital record of a piece of data on a
blockchain and can be traded or sold but not replicated. Each token —
which can be a virtual trading card, video, image, etc. — has unique code
and data that makes each a 1-of-1 record. Real-world assets such as
event tickets and artwork can be tokenized to make them saleable on a
blockchain, but the buyer doesn’t necessarily come to own the original
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physical item (if the asset exists in a tangible way at all). They can be
serialized like a trading card as part of artificial scarcity efforts to goose
up value. There is no physical element to NFTs unless the seller opts to
provide some real-world perk. Instead, buyers simply own a unique
virtual image. The intellectual property rights usually remain with the
artist, company and/or seller. In the case of NBA Top Shots, the league
owns the original highlight video clip and it can and does put those same
clips online for anyone to view. Cryptocurrency is not an NFT because it
is fungible, meaning it’s fundamentally identical — each Bitcoin is the
same at the next Bitcoin.
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The Athletic / The NHL and NFTs: How Matthew Tkachuk got in early on
the crypto-collectibles craze

By Sean Shapiro Mar 30, 2021

Crypto and blockchain aren’t common discussion topics in an NHL
dressing room.
But thanks to a recent venture, Calgary Flames forward Matthew
Tkachuk has become the NHL’s default expert on crypto-collectibles and
non-fungible tokens. Tkachuk is auctioning off a piece of digital art, titled
the “Matthew Tkachuk Genesis.” Proceeds will be donated to charity.
“A couple of weeks ago, like anyone else, I really had no idea what it
was,” Tkachuk said. “And I think early on I probably explained it pretty
poorly, but as I’ve started to understand it more I think my explanation
has gotten better.”
Non-fungible tokens, better known as NFTs, are making a push into the
sports memorabilia space. But unlike game-worn jerseys or sticks and
pucks, there’s nothing physical on sale in the case of NFTs. It’s easier to
think of Tkachuk’s offering as a digital trading card, which will forever be
stored on blockchain.

Clubhouse, an audio-chat application that has become a key driver in the
NFT discussion space. Dubois connected with Sam Nasrawi, the Sr.
Director of Original Content for Sportsnet, on Clubhouse and told him
there was a hockey player inspired by the Gronkowski release, who then
put Dubois in contact with Tkachuk and Newport Sports Management.
Dubois and Tkachuk connected and discussed creating a piece of digital,
animated art. Tkachuk was looking for a piece that captured his
personality and creativity, which is why the NFT features his betweenthe-legs overtime game-winning goal against the Nashville Predators. It
also features a close-up image of Tkachuk with his mouthguard hanging
out of his mouth.
“I really wanted to show, that because I’m a unique person and a unique
player, I wanted this to show that side of me,” Tkachuk said. “I thought
the two parts of it showed that. The one of me with my mouthguard
hanging out, which people just seem to love, they say that’s my go-to
look, or whatever they want to say. And then that big moment that was
between the legs, which everyone seems to relate to my name.”
Depending on the long-term viability of NFT collectibles — is it a fad or a
true long-term boom? — Tkachuk’s name will also be related to digital art
when it comes to the NHL. And according to Chris Feniak, Newport
Sport’s Director of Marketing and Business Development, getting first to
market in the hockey world presented additional value.
For agencies, such as Newport, this is a space that’s going to become
more common in the future as they serve their clients. Tkachuk, for
example, said he’s spoken to NHL players across the league about the
piece and there was “definite interest” from some other NHL players to
try something similar.
“It’s another way for an athlete to market themselves and connect with
fans in a digital age,” Feniak said. “I don’t think it’s going anywhere
anytime soon.”
The next step for NFTs and hockey is trying to copy what’s happened
with the NBA and with Top Shot as a potential revenue booster. Top Shot
revenue, which includes a 5 percent royalty on future sales, is shared
between Top Shot, the NBA and the NBA Players Association. In theory,
if the NHL and NHLPA forged a similar partnership, NFT sales could go
toward hockey-related revenue, which has taken a major hit during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Blockchain is the record-keeping digital database behind
cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin as well as NFTs. It’s the technology that
allowed for transactions such as Twitter founder Jack Dorsey’s sale of his
first tweet as an NFT for $2.9 million. NFTs can be sold and transferred
to others, but there is a limited supply of each NFT. That scarcity creates
value as it would with any other piece of physical memorabilia.
Blockchain allows the sale — and all future sales — to be securely
tracked, which enables the original seller to take a royalty on any
subsequent transactions. In Tkachuk’s case, that royalty is set at 5
percent.

“Hopefully this thing can really advance in the next few years and really
develop into something that’s really popular,” Tkachuk said. “And maybe
in 10, 20, or 50 years, being the first hockey player to get involved with
this, hopefully, this NFT could be valued very high in both dollar figures
and in general. It was important to put this to charity, and that’s why we
are doing this, but to be the first hockey player and for this thing to
become big, and something that would be linked to my name forever,
that’d be pretty cool.”

NFTs have taken off with collectors in basketball through NBA Top Shot,
which sells officially licensed highlights. While the highlights are available
for viewing to the rest of the world on platforms like YouTube, only a
select few can actually own the highlight in NFT form. For example, the
current asking price in the NBA Top Shot marketplace for the highlight of
LeBron James’ dunk against the Houston Rockets on Feb. 6 is $250,000.
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Athletes in other sports have also started to embrace the NFT craze. Rob
Gronkowski recently released an NFT collection to commemorate his
Super Bowl victories. Tkachuk is the first hockey player, at least publicly,
to embrace NFT. The leading bid for the one-of-one “Matthew Tkachuk
Genesis” was at $6,000 on Monday evening. The auction ends Thursday,
and Tkachuk is donating all the proceeds to the St. Louis Children’s
Hospital and the Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation.
“I saw it was getting popular in basketball and didn’t know too much
about it,” Tkachuk said. “Then I started seeing a couple of other athletes
in other sports try it and seemed pretty successful, so I had an
opportunity to try it myself and be the first hockey player and it was a nobrainer opportunity to have every single cent of it going to charity when
the bidding ends in a couple of days.”
Tkachuk connected with Greg Dubois, a visual designer in New York,
who recently got into the NFT space after he learned about it through
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The Athletic / ‘It can be a f—ing nightmare’: The inside stories of what it’s
like when NHL players get traded

By Harman Dayal Mar 30, 2021

J.T. Miller was about 35,000 feet in the sky on the Rangers’ charter flight
from New York to Vancouver. It was about five minutes prior to the NHL
trade deadline’s 3 p.m. ET close and rumours were flying up and down
the plane.
“The guys were on the internet on the plane and they said Mac (Ryan
McDonagh), who was our captain, had been traded for a bunch of guys
and picks in Tampa,” said Miller. “It was like ‘Aw shit that sucks.'”
Miller began grieving McDonagh’s trade with his teammates, completely
clueless to the fact that he too was part of the move. Of course, that only
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lasted until the team president at the time, Glen Sather, pulled him to the
back of the plane to drop the bombshell.
With his new team in action just a couple of days later, Miller had no
chance to fly back to New York to grab his belongings and move. That
spurred a mad dash for his wife, Natalie.
“My wife did it all. She was eight months pregnant at the time too,” Miller
said. “She had to fly down (to Tampa) immediately because if she waited,
I don’t think you can fly past a certain time.
“It was a nightmare. I was just renting the house so I didn’t have to sell it
but we still had to unfurnish it, get everything out of there, get it into
storage, get it shipped through a company to Tampa. My wife did all of
this.”

Tyler was in Winnipeg, he had just had the outdoor game hat trick. That
was a really high week and then I was sitting down with a friend in L.A.,
he called me and said he had gotten traded.
It’s definitely an upside-down feeling at first.
Jack Roslovic (traded from Winnipeg to his hometown Columbus): There
were a couple of teams that we were in talks with or that I heard my
name being thrown around with and Columbus was one of them but it
didn’t seem like I was going to end up here.
My agent called me the night before and he said that it was going to go
through. There had been a couple other times where you might have
thought the same thing. It was pretty real when he sent me that.

Upon arriving, the Millers made sure not to get too comfortable in Tampa.
J.T.’s contract was expiring, they were waiting to see what would
happen, so they rented a furnished place and didn’t unload the storage
box full of belongings that came shipped from New York.

It was definitely chaotic. Right when it got finalized, I was starting to prep
by figuring out where I was going to live, how I was going to ship
everything home. There was a lot of stuff going on — answering phone
calls with new media, old media, new organization leaders, old
organization leaders.

At the end of the season, Miller signed a five-year, $26.5 million contract
with a modified no-trade clause that would kick in for the last four years
of the deal.

It was nice that it wasn’t midseason, I couldn’t have imagined getting
traded during the season. I guess mine technically was but I didn’t have a
contract, I was already in Columbus.

Finally, the couple’s future was set. Or so they thought. The Millers
closed on their dream house with Natalie picking the floors, tiles,
backsplash, custom doors and cabinetry. They finally unloaded the
storage box from New York and got settled into what they thought would
be their home for the next five years.

The emotional goodbyes: ‘That’s where your feelings start to twist’

Instead, just over a year later and days before his limited no-trade clause
kicked in, Miller was dealt to Vancouver at the 2019 NHL Draft. His life
was about to get flipped upside down. Again.
“It can be a fucking nightmare,” Miller said about all the moving.
Fortunately, everything’s worked out. The now 28-year-old has fulfilled
his potential as a high-end first-line forward under the backdrop of
expanded opportunity in Vancouver. And the house they purchased was
easy to sell because of its location.

Dillon: It had gone from the shock of being traded to just reminiscing. I
left his (Wilson’s) office and there were some emotional goodbyes. The
front office staff, secretaries, then you’re going down and saying bye to
the equipment staff and the athletic therapists that you’ve seen every day
for the last six years and you’ve spent hours and hours of time with and
now for some of those people you might never see them again.
That’s something that when you sit down and think about it, you go from
seeing someone every day for six years to now all of a sudden you’re
going to be flying across the country to an unknown place in Washington
that I didn’t know anybody and I mean like nobody, not a single soul.
It was a little bit scary, a little bit nervous to get out there. That’s where
your feelings start to twist to “Wow, your time as a Shark is over.”

“More times than not when you sign a five-year deal you’re going to stay
for longer than 10 months,” said Miller. “I didn’t lose out on the house at
all so it’s not really the end of the world. I’ve learned not to count my
chickens.”

Connor Carrick (traded three times): That’s probably the hardest part,
particularly for the significant others. I get a ton of social interaction at the
rink but in Dallas, for example, my wife Lexi doesn’t know anybody in
Dallas.

From the outside, trades can feel like simple moves on a chessboard.
But behind every trade are people whose lives get altered in a variety of
ways. With the April 12 deadline approaching, The Athletic spoke to a
handful of NHL players and one spouse about what the experience of
getting traded is like.

Cat Toffoli: Honestly it wasn’t until the flight up there where it set in that
“All right, you’re leaving home.” Some people play in different cities that
aren’t their home but L.A. was my home and Tyler had made it his home.
So it was thinking about how we won’t be living in our house anymore,
we’ll be in another country from now on and it all kind of set in.

Getting the call that you’re traded: ‘It was definitely chaotic’

Leaving your friends, that kind of stuff hit me a little emotionally.

Brenden Dillon (traded from San Jose to Washington at the 2020
deadline): After practice one of the team services guys kind of came up
to me and at that point, we were just a couple days away from the
deadline. I kind of looked to him and said “OK, what team?” and he was
kind of like “Hey man, I don’t wanna be the one to say anything.” And I
was like “Benny, c’mon just tell me.”

Dillon: Logan Couture, the captain, had all the guys over that afternoon. I
was pretty lucky, I think everybody was able to make it there and say
goodbye and kind of have a couple beers before I took off the following
day.

He stayed pretty locked tight and at that point there was the feeling of
anxiety of like what team am I going to, what kind of situation are they
standings-wise, what city, how long am I going to have to get out there?
Once I got upstairs and sat down with Doug (Wilson), he just kind of
started off the conversion with “Hey, thank you for all the time here.
We’ve traded you to the Washington Capitals, to a team that I feel is a
great fit for you. A team that is extremely good, that wants to win. The
GM Brian MacLellan will call you any minute here.”
Tyler Toffoli (traded from Los Angeles to Vancouver at the 2020
deadline): I was in Winnipeg on the road. My wife (Cat) and I both had
the idea that I was going to get traded. I think we did the best that we
could preparing for it.
Cat Toffoli: I’m on Twitter, I can read what people are saying and you
kind of brace for it. You let your friends and family know that it could be a
thing just so it’s not a big shock for everyone when it happens and just
think about what it would mean to move and everything.

Everyone from Jumbo (Joe Thornton) to Burnzie (Brent Burns) to all the
young guys were able to make it and I think after six years of like, you go
to wars with these guys every night, there’s lots of good memories, some
tough ones too.
Then it’s turn the page to the flight the next day.
The mad dash to pack and travel: ‘I actually still don’t have my stuff’
Carrick: It was Sunday night (when I found out about a trade), I was
supposed to play Tuesday with the Marlies. I go home to pack, it’s 3 in
the morning and I was like “You know what, I’ll do it in the morning.” My
flight was at like 2 p.m. on Monday out of Hershey.
But then I had like 40 missed calls in the morning. They eventually got a
hold of Lexi, I was now on a 1 p.m. flight out of Philly which I had to drive
to from Hershey and I was going to play for the Leafs that night. I was
like “Oh wow.” Quick turnaround, got into a fight, I played pretty well.
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Tyler Toffoli: My wife definitely took care of a lot of the (logistical) stuff
since I was coming from the road. Things like bringing my stuff, finding
an apartment.

know my skill and my talent and what I’m good at, that stuff will come.
But that’s probably the thing I thought about the most like “Man, I really
hope I fit in,” you really hope you can be a part of the group.

Cat Toffoli: I had one day (after the trade) and then Vancouver contacted
me to fly up there. I got there the day of his first game. I came with
maybe two suitcases full of things for him.

Carrick: It was something that really ate me up earlier in my career. You
deeply want to be liked by your teammates and frankly the older players
that you look up to. As I’ve gotten older, I just don’t posture as much. I
used to be quiet, mysterious, careful with my thoughts and opinions.

Roslovic: When the season ended I left my stuff in Winnipeg, kinda
figuring that I was going to come back to it when the season started. But
obviously, it did not work out that way. (laughs)

Now, I just present who I am in its entirety earlier and I think that just puts
people at ease when they’re not dealing with a projection.

One of the realtors, Becky Parkes, who helped me find a place in
Winnipeg, in the beginning, I became close to. She was the real MVP, I
was lucky that I had her to go in and help the movers gather all my things
and get them on their way.

Dillon: You don’t just want to be a teammate, you want to be one of the
boys. You want to be accepted. If you’re traded or coming in as a free
agent, I think a lot of guys would be in the wrong if they thought they
could just come in and be the man.

I actually still don’t have my stuff. Luckily already living in Columbus, I
had a lot of extra things and the essentials here which has kept me going
for this long.

You’ve got to come in and it’s almost like coming over to someone’s
house. It’s not your house, but you want to be a welcomed member there
and you want to respect it but at the same time enjoy it.

We’ve been playing so many games, I only just recently got around to
calling the movers and giving them a place to ship it. (The delay) is on
me. I could definitely be using some of the extra suits. My gaming PC
would be nice to have, I actually bought another PC to take care of that
problem real quick. My wine collection is there.

Carrick: A guy that I thought was a great model was Brian Boyle in
Toronto. He told this awesome story from when he was in Tampa.

Finding a place to stay: ‘Real estate agents, frankly, don’t know what
they’re talking about.’
Dillon: I was just in the hotel for the entire time. I talked to the team about
“What do you think is the best route for me to go” and I’m pretty easy
going so I was just in there.
It was an extended stay kind of hotel so I had a kitchen, microwave and
that’s all I really needed. At that point, I knew every takeout or dining-in
option in Arlington, Va.
The team was unbelievable. They took care of everything (expenses
wise) from the hotel side of things, it was just the meals that I was on my
own for.
Carrick: I’ve always been pretty persistent in trying to find either privateowned places because a lot of your big apartment complexes are going
to be 12 months (lease). Usually, I’ll find one in the private market or go
through the team to see if they know anybody.
I’ve had some pretty good luck there over the years. Real estate agents,
frankly, don’t know what they’re talking about.
For example, we found a place here in Jersey for this year and I’m talking
to a landlord and the agent’s like “This is the rate they’re asking for 12
months” and I just said, “Listen, why don’t we do five months and month
to month thereafter.” Agent’s like “Oh, they only have one unit left, that’s
a really odd request I’m not sure they’ll go for it” and I’m like “I didn’t ask
you, go ask them” and they came back right away and were like “Yeah,
they’ll do it.”
Cat Toffoli: We were at the hotel connected to the JW (The Douglas), the
one right by the arena. It was really nice. When Tyler would go to
practice, I would literally just walk around and get to know the city to
figure out a place to live.
Two of our best friends from hockey are Brittany and Milan Lucic and
they’re from Vancouver. That was really helpful because they knew a
great realtor who helped me out.
I asked around when I went to the (Canucks) games and girls were
telling me the different websites they looked at for short-term rentals and
there was one called RentItFurnished that was great for short-term
furnished rentals and that’s kind of what I looked at along with the help
from the realtor.
Within a few days, I knew where we were living. We lived across from
Granville Island, we loved taking the cute little Aquabus.
Bonding with your new team: ‘You don’t just want to be a teammate, you
want to be one of the boys’
Nate Schmidt (traded from Vegas to Vancouver): For us as players, the
thing that comes to your mind first is “Man I hope I fit in.” Hockey (wise) I

It was one of the European guys, I’m not 100 percent sure but I think it
was (Nikita) Kucherov, who showed up to the rink with this rad Gucci or
Louis Vuitton jumpsuit, something that was a flair for the dramatic. Boyle
had just gotten there from the Rangers and he kinda needed a way to
break the ice with the group. Boyle’s massive, 6-foot-6, much bigger than
Nikita Kucherov, so he comes out for the soccer kicks game wearing the
jumpsuit and he said the guys just lost it laughing. But obviously, the guy
whose suit it was wasn’t thrilled because Brian Boyle is very much
stretching it out at this point and by no means is that item light on price
point.
Dillon: I think the first thing is playing well on the ice. You can only make
a first impression one time … you really want to assert yourself as
someone that can help the team, you want to be a big piece of the
puzzle.
Secondly, you want to see how guys interact with one another. There are
some guys that have been together for the last 10-plus years that have
gotten to know each other, have their inside jokes, their wives and
girlfriends know each other, they’ve gone for dinner together many many
times. You’re the new kid that’s coming in and there’s definitely a feeling
out process.
I think having (Ilya) Kovalchuk at the hotel helped me because I felt like
for a couple weeks we were all at Ovi’s (Alex Ovechkin) house for dinner
one night and then over to (Evgeny) Kuznetsov’s for dinner. I thought it
was a pretty cool experience to get to know these guys and obviously,
Ovi’s a legend of the game and there are so many other talented guys
and you’re now one of their teammates.
I think that’s part of the culture they’ve made in Washington is to have
fun, to include everybody and it doesn’t matter if you’re a guy coming up
to play your first game or you’re the healthy scratch guy or you’re the No.
1 defenceman, everyone’s talking amongst each other.
Carrick: You’ve got to make the effort. Guys kind of have their different
groups. Like maybe it’s the sushi group on the road or a group that
swears by Italian pregame and you make friends in different ways.
Dillon: The boys have their handshakes and that was a big one. It was
like “All right Dilly, better have a handshake for all the fellas when you’re
going through before warmups” and just little things that becoming one of
the boys there’s no real booklet or instructions for it, you’ve really got to
be yourself.
Carrick: We had like nine new guys in the lineup. At a bare minimum, if
you’re not going to compete you’re frankly dead to a lot of coaches. So
(in my first game) I had hit J.T. Brown, who wasn’t happy with the hit and
challenged me on home ice and there was no way I wasn’t going.
I’d say one of the hardest parts that people forget is that teams do use
different verbiage and strategy — extremely different.
For example, when I was in Hershey we had a strict weak-side breakout
system. There wasn’t a lot of creativity for defencemen there. But then in

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 31, 2021
the offensive zone, there was a ton of freedom and we used the high ice
a lot.
So essentially you had one coach who viewed using the middle of the ice
in the D-zone as extremely risky but then gave a lot of freedom for using
the high ice in the offensive zone to score.
But then in Toronto, we exited through the middle almost exclusively and
that play was extremely stressful for me. I got healthy scratched over that
play. And then offensively, it was strictly one-time the puck. Don’t skate
with it, don’t make a play, just shoot it.
You don’t really forget your coach the moment you leave. Every coach
kind of has their 10 commandments of like “Thou shall not do this
particular play” and they’re different (from coach to coach). I don’t think
the average fan sees that.
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers get steamrolled by Canadiens as they lack jump to
close road trip

Mark Spector March 30, 2021, 11:03 PM

“We didn’t have it. But it’s a good reset for us,” said Tippett. “There have
been some things in our game that have been an undercurrent for us.
We go on the road for three games in 10 days, or whatever the hell it
was. Not ideal.”
Coaching in the 2020-21 season, even for a veteran like Tippett, is a new
experience.
“This is not a regular time,” he said. “This is a whole different bird here.
Every day is a new challenge.”
Remaining Time -0:47
McDavid hits Kotkaniemi with high elbow at centre ice
Tres Belle Centre
You can’t talk Oilers history if you don’t begin with their first-ever National
Hockey League series win, a stunning upset of the Montreal Canadiens
back in 1981. It was the 14th place Oilers versus the No. 3 Habs — and
Edmonton swept the opening round best-of-five in three straight games.
Back then, the Canadiens were playing in the old Forum, though today a
game at the Bell Centre remains an experience that every NHL fan
should treat themselves to.
“Tons of history,” said Ryan Nugent-Hopkins. “Even getting to practice
there last week, it is still a cool experience. This many years in the
league (10), and you still enjoy it and take it all in. With fans, the
atmosphere is incredible. Without fans, it’s still the old, classic building.”

EDMONTON — The Edmonton Oilers will have a huge advantage, they
said. The Montreal Canadiens had one decent practice in a week. Their
legs will be like cinder blocks, they said.

Why have the Oilers enjoyed playing there so much over the years? How
about this: they usually win, posting an incredible all-time record in
Montreal of 43-19-7. Since Nugent-Hopkins came into the league, the
Oilers are 8-2-1 in Montreal, winning their only game here this season.

And then the Canadiens scored just 18 seconds into the game. Then
they blasted home another one at 3:23. And by the time the game was
over, the score read Montreal Canadiens 4, Conventional Wisdom 0.

“I didn’t know that,” Nugent-Hopkins said of his career mark. “We’ve
always had some good games here. It’s fun to play in this building –
definitely one of the best places to play in the league.”

Jump?

The Oilers? They got jumped.

Tippett recalls from his time as a player, when his Hartford Whalers were
in the Adams Division with Montreal and Boston, his team played in a
shopping mall, while the Bruins and Canadiens played in hockey
cathedrals.

“We didn’t start very well. We didn’t play very well. We didn’t end very
well,” said head coach Dave Tippett — a thought bubble above his head
of two crucial points with wings, flying off into the heavens — after the
Oilers' 4-0 loss Tuesday.

“You’d go into the old Original Six cities, the hockey atmosphere is
contagious,” he said. “Players like to play here. They’re enthused to play
here, and a lot of times you’ve got family, and it turns into a fun place to
play.”

Remaining Time -3:10

Next Up

Canadiens score 18 seconds into game, challenged for offside but goal
stands

Edmonton comes home for just long enough to change out their
suitcases — and play the Calgary Flames on Friday and the Vancouver
Canucks on Saturday — before flying back out East to play Montreal on
Monday, then a pair in Ottawa vs. the Senators on Wednesday and
Friday.

The Canadiens had jump.

But, seriously. How do you know?
In this weird, unpredictable pandemic season, 19 out of 20 hockey
experts would have told you that the Habs had no prayer of beating
anyone after their week-long layoff due to COVID-19 protocols, with just
a single practice Monday evening and a morning skate to prepare.
Then they steamrolled Edmonton, in a game that was never close. How
does that happen?
“If I could answer that question I would be a billionaire,” said Connor
McDavid, whose Oilers were supposed to play three games in Montreal
last week, and ended up stuffing one in Tuesday before flying home.
“One of the longest road trips I think I’ve ever been on and we played
three games. Lots of sittin’ around doing nothing.”
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Sportsnet.ca / Examining the goalie trade market for the Maple Leafs

Luke Fox March 30, 2021, 2:43 PM

How does an NHL player feel off a week away from the rink, like the
Habs experienced?

“The onus will be on me to do everything within reason to improve the
group.” —Kyle Dubas

“Either you feel great or you feel like crap,” McDavid said. “They
obviously felt pretty good out there tonight.”

When Kyle Dubas was asked directly about his comfort level with leaving
his goaltending depth chart just the way it is heading into the postseason, the Toronto Maple Leafs GM began his response with a qualifier.

It was Edmonton’s first regulation loss in six games, and a blip in a long
skein of games in which they were wholly competitive. In a schedule like
this one, performances like this are inevitable.

“I think when healthy, when everyone is up and rolling, I think it's a great
tandem. And Hutch [Michael Hutchinson] has come in and given us good
minutes,” Dubas said, during his mid-season availability.

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 31, 2021
When healthy.
Eleven days have passed since Frederik Andersen (lower body) last
slipped on a pair of skates. It’s been three for Campbell, who held the fort
in Toronto’s overtime victory over the Edmonton Oilers Saturday. Since
that win, Campbell sat out practice Sunday and was deemed unfit to
back up in Monday’s loss, leaving the ballcap to newly acquired prospect
Veini Vehviläinen.
Post-game Monday, Sheldon Keefe had no further clarity on Andersen’s
timeline for return, and the coach’s voice sounded less than certain when
he offered that Campbell “should be OK” to start Wednesday in an
important game versus the hard-charging Winnipeg Jets.
We believe Dubas when he states that most of his trade deadline focus
has revolved around the recruitment of a top-six forward. We also believe
him when he says, “The onus will be on me to do everything within
reason to improve the group.”
Outside of the 2020 champion Tampa Bay Lightning — blessed with
Andrei Vasilevskiy, the world’s best netminder, in his prime — every
team that made a deep run last summer relied on two or three goalies.

The 40-year-old backup has been loathe to move out of California as his
career winds down, but the Ducks are rebuilding and he does bring
nearly 800 games of experience. Three seasons of a stat line in decline
raises a red flag.
Devan Dubnyk (3-9-1, .897, $4.33 million)
The affable 35-year-old would certainly be available. The trick is to
determine how much of Dubnyk’s back-to-back seasons with a losing
record and sub-.900 save percentage is a result of hitting the wall and
how much can be attributed to playing behind mediocre teams.
David Rittich (4-6-1, .907, $2.7 million)
Jacob Markstrom’s long-term contract assured the 28-year-old Rittich
wouldn’t become the No. 1 option in Calgary, even though his moments
of brilliance are something to behold. We’re ready to call the Flames’
playoff hopes dead — their chances have dropped to 2.2 per cent, per
SportsClubStats.com — but that doesn’t mean Brad Treliving will be
keen to aid a (temporary) division rival.
Pekka Rinne (9-11-1, .900, $5 million)

Right now, Toronto has two banged-up goalies and a third-stringer, in
Hutchinson, who has done well to earn seven standings points in seven
starts, posting a respectable .915 save percentage in the process.

Rinne wants to retire in Nashville, and the suddenly hot Predators are
clawing back into the race. But if David Poile does decide to sell, he has
pieces to entice Toronto at every position.

“I've got a lot of belief in both Fred [Andersen] and Jack Campbell and
Hutch when he's in. We'll look to continue to get everybody healthy and
rolling, and we'll go from there,” Dubas said. “I have a lot of faith that
Fred, over time, has continually shown us that he's able to find his way
out of it and that he will.”

LONGVIEW CANDIDATES

If Andersen and Campbell feel something close to 100 per cent healthy
by the April 12 deadline, the Leafs likely stick to their guns and stand pat
in net.

As things stand, Toronto plans to protect Campbell, but bringing in a
more significant goaltender changes the landscape. Which is why Dubas
has said that going the rental route might be the most prudent plan for
2021.

If one must move on to long-term injured reserve, however, Dubas must
go shopping.
RENTAL OPTIONS
Linus Ullmark (5-5-3, .916, $2.6-million cap hit)
At 27, Ullmark is the youngest pure rental on the market — and, best of
all, he’s healthy again. The Sabres have nothing to play for, but they also
don’t have a starting goalie under contract for 2021-22. GM Kevyn
Adams risks walking Ullmark out the door if he doesn’t trade or re-sign
Ullmark by April 12. His numbers are incredible considering how poor the
Sabres have played. What would Ullmark look behind a contender?
Scott Wedgewood (3-5-3, .914, $700,000)
The name won’t swivel heads, but the price is right. Wedgewood is a 28year-old journeyman from Brampton, Ont., and his fine showing in a
tough East Division makes him an intriguing target. Dubas and Devils
GM Tom Fitzgerald — a smart and aggressive seller at the 2020
deadline — found common ground on the Andreas Johnsson deal in the
off-season. Wedgewood could be worth a call. And he’s a better option at
this point than Devils third-stringer Aaron Dell, whose hardly played any
hockey since being scooped up from the Leafs off waivers in January.
James Reimer (13-4-1, .907, $3.4 million)
With pending RFA Alex Nedeljkovic coming up from the minors and
building a case to be Carolina’s No. 1, and Petr Mrazek getting healthier
by the minute, where does that leave 33-year-old James Reimer? There
is not only irony in Reimer being on a Leafs trade options list, but imagine
Carolina trading a goalie to Toronto after the Hurricanes inquired on
Andersen?
Jonathan Bernier (8-6-0, .918, $3 million)
Let’s stay on the reunion theme. Bernier (leg) has returned to the ice but
there is still no day set for a return to action. He’s quietly had an excellent
season for a basement-dwelling franchise, and his career .913 save
percentage is more than respectable.
Ryan Miller (3-8-1, .882, $1 million)

The issue with spending a significant asset on a goalie with term, like
Kuemper or Korpisalo, this year is that each club is only permitted to
protect one goaltender in the Seattle expansion draft. (Remember, Vegas
selected three goalies in 2017.)

Darcy Kuemper ($4.5 million cap hit, UFA 2022)
Under normal circumstances, Kuemper (7-7-2, .914) may be most
coveted target on this list. Arizona would love some draft picks. But the
30-year-old is hurt himself, ruled week-to-week with a lower-body injury
himself, on March 10. That may throw a wrench into any plans.
Elvis Merzlikins ($4 million, UFA 2022) or Joonas Korpisalo ($2.8 million,
UFA 2022)
Both 26 and both in line for raise by the summer of 2022, it’s unlikely the
Blue Jackets — whose playoff chances have dropped to 2.5 per cent —
will be able to keep both netminders happy, especially when Seth Jones
is turning UFA that same season.
Alexandar Georgiev ($2.425 million, RFA 2022)
The Rangers are a longshot to make the post-season at this point, and
they are carrying three goalies. Igor Shesterkin is the goalie of the future
here, and with Keith Kinkaid and Georgiev (5-5-0, .897) splitting backup
duties, we’re not certain if the Bulgarian is in the Blueshirts’ long-term
plans.
Jonathan Quick ($5.8 million, UFA 2023)
Quick has two Cup rings, a competitive streak, and a sturdy relationship
with Campbell. He also carries a cap-hindering AAV and a ton of term on
his contract. Would the rebuilding Kings be interested in finding a new
home for Quick and anointing Cal Petersen the man? Sure. But finding a
team to take Quick’s hit — even at a discount — in this buyer’s market
won’t be easy.
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens look rested, sharp as team kicks off taxing
stretch drive
Carey Price picked up the 49th shutout of his career as the Montreal
Canadiens beat the Edmonton Oilers 4-0.

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 31, 2021

Eric Engels March 30, 2021, 11:43 PM

Montreal. … I think it was just good for everybody — young guys, old
guys — and the guys played really well tonight.”
McDavid certainly thought the break had something to do with it.

MONTREAL — It was just what the doctor ordered.
Not that a case of COVID, and the potential for several more to develop,
was a blessing for the Montreal Canadiens. That would be a callous
outlook — especially with Joel Armia still dealing with it as he watched
his team’s first game at the Bell Centre since the NHL and local
authorities decided to put a halt to all activities last Monday, after he
tested positive for the variant of the virus and Jesperi Kotkaniemi was
identified as a close contact.
But the unexpected rest was a prescription nearly every player in bleu,
blanc et rouge wouldn’t have turned away. It wasn’t going to be a remedy
for Michael Frolik, who was less than an hour away from his season
debut when the NHL announced it was postponing Canadiens games for
at least seven days, but it was going to be as beneficial for the team’s
youngest players as it would be for its oldest.
That much was apparent then and it was obvious 18 seconds after the
puck dropped between the Canadiens and Edmonton Oilers on Tuesday,
with 20-year-old Kotkaniemi opening the scoring on Montreal’s first shot.
It was confirmed over the course of the next 59:42, with everyone on the
home team gunning at full throttle — including 35-year-old captain Shea
Weber, who played 14 of his 17 non-power-play minutes against the
NHL’s best duo (Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl) and helped hold it
to zero.
He was rejuvenated in this 4-0 win, after his top-pairing role sapped a lot
out of him in the 31 games the Canadiens played from Jan. 13 to Mar.
20.

“They had the jump and the energy,” he said. “They played a good game.
Not us.”
No, the Oilers, playing their third game in four nights after their layoff
from Monday to Saturday, were chasing it all game.
It could’ve been different had the Canadiens started rusty. But Montreal’s
execution was nearly perfect from top-to-bottom.
It was probably a good omen that Frolik looked like a guy who hadn’t
missed a beat and nothing like a guy who hadn’t played a game since
Mar. 7, 2020.
“He proved he can be helping for our team and we got him for a reason,”
said Tatar of Frolik, who signed a one-year contract worth the league
minimum to ride the taxi squad until an injury (like the one Tyler Toffoli’s
dealing with) or an illness (like Armia has) would require him to step in.
“I think he did a tremendous job,” Tatar concluded.
The Slovakian looked and sounded energized, as did Weber, Byron and
even Ducharme. An unexpected rest followed by a lopsided win helped
preserve that, which is pivotal as the Canadiens move forward with 24
games to play over the next 42 nights.
“Breaks are hard to come by in a season like this,” said Weber. “Ask us
in a month how we’re going to feel playing every second night and back
to back. It’s going to be a lot different story.”
Playing four games last week instead of watching some from the couch
wouldn’t have made it any easier.

“He’s such a pro. He’s taking care of himself and he used those days the
right way,” said Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme about Weber,
who finished the night with an assist, a plus-3 rating, three shots on net
and two that struck iron over his 25 shifts. “We need him down the
stretch, and he had a solid game.”
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They all did.

Sportsnet.ca / Canucks trade deadline preview: Pressure builds to
become a seller

Remaining Time -3:10
Canadiens score 18 seconds into game, challenged for offside but goal
stands
Carey Price stopped all 16 shots he faced for his first shutout of the
season and the 49th of his career. Paul Byron, who had five assists in 30
games, set up two goals in the first 3:23 of this one.
Ducharme said Artturi Lehkonen played his best game of the 14 he’s
coached since taking over from Claude Julien on Feb. 25. And Tomas
Tatar, who capped the scoring with just over two minutes to go in the
second period, played a big hand in a very successful night for his line
with Phillip Danault and Brendan Gallagher.
One guy who really had it was Nick Suzuki, the 21-year-old centre who
was a piñata for the opposition over the 16 games the Canadiens played
in 28 days before they were shut down. He may not have hit the board
Tuesday, but he hit the ice with the type of energy we haven’t seen from
him since his 12th game of the season.
Six days without practice, without checks given and received, without
shots fired and blocked, without being slashed and cross-checked,
without being consumed by the game for every waking moment and even
without having to answer questions from pesky reporters like this one, did
a lot for this team.
“I thought it was good for everybody, mentally,” said Byron. “It wasn’t
something we were looking for or that guys looked exhausted or anything
like that. It was an unfortunate instance what happened and we just tried
to make the best of it and give ourselves an opportunity to keep working
on our systems, keep working on the finer details of the game, staying
sharp for the week with team videos and stuff like that.
“But to be able to step away from the game a little bit, you can rejuvenate
your senses, rejuvenate the mind. We had some nice weather in
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Not likely Canucks will keep pushing for long-shot playoff spot
Iain MacIntyre and Dan Murphy look at the Canucks’ playoff hopes,
however slim the chances are for the team, and what they could get done
at the trade deadline.

Iain MacIntyre tMarch 30, 2021, 11:10 AM

The Vancouver Canucks’ regression this season is reflected in the 180degree change in direction at the trade deadline from a year ago.
Thirteen months ago, general manager Jim Benning bought one of the
National Hockey League’s biggest deadline prizes when he acquired
Tyler Toffoli from the Los Angeles Kings to upgrade the Canucks’ top-six
forwards ahead of what turned out to be a five-week playoff run.
This season, hopelessly behind in the Canadian division standings after
an awful opening month, the Canucks need to be sellers ahead of the
National Hockey League deadline on April 12. Vancouver has a handful
of veterans on expiring contracts who may get the team something now
rather than nothing later.
The most frequent criticisms of Benning stem from his mistakes in free
agency, but the GM has never been more vilified than he was after the
2018 trade deadline when he failed to harvest even a late-round draft
pick for Thomas Vanek before selling the veteran scorer to the Columbus
Blue Jackets for prospect Tyler Motte.
And Benning was never more popular, even among his most shrill and
persistent detractors, than at the 2017 deadline when he convinced
veteran Alex Burrows to accept a trade to Ottawa for solid prospect

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 31, 2021
Jonathan Dahlen, and got Jannik Hansen to leave for San Jose in
exchange for first-rounder Nikolay Goldobin.
Interestingly, history will note that neither Dahlen nor Goldobin became
everyday NHL players while Motte, largely disparaged by critics at the
time of his acquisition, has become the best bottom-six forward on the
Canucks.
Well, who’s keeping score, anyway? There’s a lot of pressure on Benning
to sell this time. It makes sense, too.
Canucks Restricted Free Agents
• Elias Pettersson, C, 22, $925k
• Quinn Hughes, D, 21, $917k
• Thatcher Demko, G, 25, $1.05 million
• Olli Juolevi, D, 22, $863k
• Adam Gaudette, C/RW, 24, $950k
• Marc Michaelis, C/LW, 25, $700k
• Jayce Hawryluk, LW, 25, $800k
Canucks Unrestricted Free Agents
• Tanner Pearson, LW, 28, $3.75 million

Under “normal” deadline circumstances, Sutter would be coveted as a
moderately-priced rental. He is a right-shot centre on an expiring contract
who wins faceoffs (55.5 per cent this season), kills penalties, defends
leads, can chip in a little offensively and has played more than 800 NHL
games. He’s expensive and isn’t the fastest skater, but acquiring teams
will be looking for two months, not two years out of him. Sutter has a
modified no-trade clause, but should be motivated at the chance to win
elsewhere and earn his next contract.
Asset 3: Alex Edler, D
Edler would have been traded two years ago but declined to waive his
no-movement clause and instead re-signed for a two-year term that was
club friendly. The career Canuck would like another contract in
Vancouver for next season, but that doesn’t mean he would automatically
reject a move this spring, especially for the chance to win something at
age 34. With his NMC, Edler will have to pick his spot – and may just say
no again. But as a big-bodied defenceman proficient in a matchup role,
who can play special teams and has demonstrated heightened
physicality at playoff time, the Swede could bring the Canucks a solid
asset in return.
Dan Murphy on Edler's future and the Canucks deadline options
March 29 2021
Asset 4: Adam Gaudette, C/RW and Jake Virtanen, RW

• Jordie Benn, D, 33, $2 million

Yes, we know these are two players not one asset, but they fall into the
same category: youngish forwards who haven’t (yet) fulfilled expectations
in Vancouver, may need a new start elsewhere and have enough upside
to generate interest. The 24-year-olds are having awful seasons
offensively – just four goals apiece – but possess some offensive tools.
As a soon-to-be RFA, Gaudette is probably easier to move. Virtanen has
another year at a cap hit of $2.55 million.

• Jimmy Vesey, RW, 27, $900k

Asset 5: Travis Hamonic, D and Jordie Benn, D

• Travis Boyd, C, 27, $700k

Staying with the two-horse asset entry, we’re including Hamonic and
Benn because both are experienced, robust, competent defencemen
who traditionally are popular with excellent teams trying to bulk up on
depth before potentially long Stanley Cup playoff runs. At age 30,
Hamonic is the younger and better player. But he received, as
compensation for his bargain one-year contract with the Canucks, a full
no-move clause and may be unwilling to move again this spring after
taking his family to Vancouver from Calgary last fall. Benn, 33, has a
modified NTC, but should be ager for a chance to help a winning team
and possibly extend his NHL career.

• Alex Edler, D, 34, $6 million
• Brandon Sutter, C, 32, $4.375 million
• Travis Hamonic, D, 30, $1.25 million

• Jalen Chatfield, D, 24, $700k
Canucks Draft Picks
2021: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th
2022: 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th
Corey Hirsch on Canucks playoff chances, tough early schedule
March 29 2021
Team Needs
For the Canucks’ rebuilt foundation Benning has drafted, developed or
acquired a handful of excellent core pieces at the top of the roster. But
his failure to build out the lineup, spending too much money on depth
players who have offered diminished returns over time, has been costly
literally and figuratively.
The Canucks bottom-six forwards, especially, need to be stronger. The
good news is nearly all of those expensive, aging pieces are coming off
the payroll this summer and next. The bad news is that in the short-term,
the Canucks could be even worse as they haven’t enough NHL-ready
prospects to fill all the needs on the third and fourth lines. The Canucks
need depth.
Potential Assets to Move
Asset 1: Tanner Pearson, LW
Benning has said his preference is to re-sign the second-line winger, but
given Pearson’s age (28), current cap hit ($3.75 million) and poor season
(six goals and 11 points in 33 games), a contract extension is risky. As a
rental, however, Pearson should have value even if his current ankle
injury complicates things. He is a proven two-way winger capable of
playing a matchup role, won a Stanley Cup with the Los Angeles Kings
and has logged 51 playoff games.
Asset 2: Brandon Sutter, C

Seattle Expansion Considerations
The Canucks solved their only expansion-protection problem when they
allowed veteran goalie Jacob Markstrom to walk in free agency last fall
and gave prospect Thatcher Demko the chance to seize the starting role,
which he has done impressively and emphatically. Vancouver has no
protection issues, which puts them in a position to try capitalizing on
teams that do – cap claustrophobia notwithstanding. With expensive new
contracts due for RFAs Elias Pettersson, Quinn Hughes and Demko,
Benning has to be wary of every dollar he takes on.
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