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Steven Lorentz is a Canes rookie. But he’s ‘looking more and more like an NHL’er.’
By Chip Alexander
It was barely three minutes into the game and Steven
Lorentz of the Carolina Hurricanes was on the move.
The forward carried the puck through the neutral zone,
dipping his left shoulder as he crossed the Chicago blue line
to make defenseman Calvin de Haan hedge to the inside.
Lorentz quickly went back to his right and wide around de
Haan, powering his way to the top of the crease for a shot
against goalie Kevin Lankinen.
Nice move. No goal, but a nice move. And another good
moment for a rookie trying to keep making a favorable
impression on his head coach, Rod Brind’Amour.
“He’s looking more and more like an NHL’er for me,”
Brind’Amour said Wednesday on his media call, “He’s big,
strong and can skate. Now it’s just a matter of understanding
the NHL game a little bit.
“I think he’s still got a ways to learn but we like the kid,
obviously. He fits what we’re all about. He comes to the rink
every day and makes everybody around him better. It’s a
positive story there.”
That’s the ultimate praise from Brind’Amour: “Fits what we’re
all about.” That means Lorentz, a former seventh-round draft
pick by Carolina, is giving the kind of effort and doing the
things that Brind’Amour demands and expects.
There have been mistakes. Lorentz, playing on the fourth
line, has been in some tights spots in the defensive zone and
his line has given up some goals in his 23 games this
season. But the 6-4, 206-pound center has made some good
D-zone plays and turned in physical forechecking shifts, too.
“I’ve learned so much,” Lorentz said Wednesday. “There are
a lot of little things that separate an AHL player from an NHL
player. It’s little things like showing up at the rink and doing
things consistently day-in and day-out, especially when some
days when your body just may not be up for it. Especially this
season like this when it’s tough, when you’re pretty much
playing every other day, you have to find that motivation, that
drive to get up and do those little things right every single
day and we’ve obviously done a good job of that so far.

“First period, he had a couple of good chances and I think
he’s getting better every night,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s a
real pleasant surprise right there.”
Lorentz, who turns 25 on April 13, wasn’t sure how many
games he might play when he was first placed in the lineup
on Jan. 28 against Tampa Bay. The Canes had players on
the COVID-19 protocol list and he was needed, being called
off the taxi squad. He also was ready.
Then, Teuvo Teravainen came off the COVID list and
suffered a concussion. Center Vincent Trocheck went out
with an injury. Lorentz played more games.
Lorentz earned his first NHL point in his second game,
against Dallas, then got his first NHL goal on March 2 in a 42 road win over Nashville. Collecting a rebound in the slot,
he quickly top-shelfed a shot past Pekka Rinne for what
proved to be the game-winning goal.
Cedric Paquette and Jordan Martinook earned assists on the
play, and the line was together again Tuesday in Chicago,
again with a simple mindset for their ice time -- “Create
energy and not get too fancy,” Lorentz said.
Paquette and Martinook both have played more than 400
games in the NHL. They’ve done their part to help and
support Lorentz, who was in the AHL with the Charlotte
Checkers last season, navigate his way through a first NHL
season.
Jordan Staal, the team captain, will soon be playing No.
1,000. That number is hard for Lorentz to grasp as he goes
into his 24th.
“Every day in this league is a blessing,” Lorentz said, smiling.
“I’ve only played a handful and hopefully I can get up there to
a thousand some day. That would be a dream come true.
But one game at a time.”
Goalie Petr Mrazek to the Wolves
The Canes on Thursday assigned goalie Petr Mrazek to the
Chicago Wolves of the AHL for a conditioning stint. Mrazek
suffered a dislocated right thumb, underwent surgery and
has played four games this season for the Canes.

“It’s a weird year, different for everybody, but I think our team
has done a good job coming to the rink every day with a
good mindset. And you learn from guys, the veterans you
kind on lean on for guidance sometimes.”

Mrazek was expected to play in the Wolves game Thursday
afternoon against Grand Rapids and return with the Canes to
Raleigh after their game against the Blackhawks.

Against the Blackhawks, Lorentz had 10 shifts in what would
be a 2-1 loss to the Blackhawks. He is expected to be in the
lineup Thursday when the Canes (23-8-3) and ‘Hawks (1715-5) complete their two-game Central Division set.

When: Thursday. 8 p.m.

Carolina Hurricanes at Chicago Blackhawks

Where: United Center, Chicago
Watch: NBCSN
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Hurricanes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic named NHL Rookie of the Month
By Justin Pelletier
The NHL confirmed on Thursday what Carolina Hurricanes
fans have known and seen for themselves for the past
month: Alex Nedeljkovic is pretty good at this hockey thing.
The NHL on Thursday named Nedeljkovic, the Canes rookie
keeper, its Rookie of the Month for March.
The 25-year-old goalie debuted this season after an injury to
Petr Mrazek necessitated the addition of a second goalie
behind regular backup James Reimer. He quickly became
the featured played in the Canes crease, going 6-1-1 in
March with a 1.85 goals-against average, .934 save
percentage and one shutout.
He has posted an overall record of 8-3-2 with a 2.05 goalsagainst average, .927 save percentage and two shutouts in
13 games this season.
Among rookie NHL goaltenders, Nedeljkovic ranks first in
goals-against average and save percentage, and he is tied
for first in shutouts. In 19 career NHL appearances with the
Hurricanes, Nedeljkovic has earned a 10-5-3 record, 2.19
goals-against average, .921 save percentage and two
shutouts.

More importantly for the team than his numbers, though,
Nedeljkovic has helped solidify the Hurricanes’ back end as
they chase the defending Stanley Cup Champion Tampa
Bay Lightning and the Florida Panthers for the Central
Division lead.
It’s also escalated the talk around the league that the Canes
may be looking to deal one of their goaltenders before this
season’s trade deadline.
Being an award-winning goaltender is nothing new for
Nedeljkovic. He won the Bastien Memorial Award as the
AHL’s most outstanding goaltender during the 2018-19
season with the Charlotte Checkers after posting a 34-9-5
record with four shutouts, a 2.26 goals-against average and
a .916 save percentage. During the Checkers’ Calder Cup
championship run in 2019, he earned a 10-4 record, 2.34
goals-against average, .916 save percentage and one
shutout. Nedeljkovic registered an 88-45-11 record, 2.57
goals-against average, .904 save percentage and 14
shutouts in 153 career AHL games with Charlotte.
The Parma, Ohio, native was drafted by the Hurricanes in
the second round, 37th overall, in the 2014 NHL Draft.

Fast’s late goal gives Carolina Hurricanes 4-3 victory over Chicago Blackhawks
By Chip Alexander
It was a big day for the “birthday boy,” as Jordan Staal called
him, and for the player known as “Quickie” on the Carolina
Hurricanes.
Warren Foegele scored twice on his 25th birthday Thursday
as the Canes squeezed past the Chicago Blackhawks 4-3 at
the United Center. The winger had plenty to celebrate on the
plane ride home.

got a lot of speed and can create chaos for us on the other
team. He puts a lot of stress on the other team.”
Foegele said his biggest hockey thrill on his birthday before
Thursday was signing his first NHL contract. But he probably
topped that by winging a shot toward the net in the second
period that hit defenseman Duncan Keith and got through
Lankinen, then a third-period goal scored 68 seconds after
Brandon Hagel had tied it 2-2 for Chicago when Foegele
went between his legs with the shot.

So did Jesper Fast. With the score tied 3-3 and the game
seemingly headed to overtime with a half-minute left in
regulation, Fast knocked the rebound of a Vincent Trocheck
shot past goalie Kevin Lankinen with 28.9 seconds remaining
in the third period.

“Big birthday boy tonight had a great game,” Staal said.
“When he’s on, he’s got all the tools. He can skate well, he’s
got good mitts. He got it done tonight. He’s a fun player to
play with. He brings energy”

Call it sudden victory for the Canes (24-8-3), who headed
back to Raleigh for an eight-game homestand. As Canes
coach Rod Brind’Amour rather coolly put it, “It’s two points.
We’ll move on.”

Trocheck, in his second game since returning from an injury,
scored the Canes’ first goal in the opening period and then
had the assist on the Fast goal. His shot glanced off
defenseman Calvin de Haan, off Lankinen’s pad and into the
slot to Fast.

Fast’s goal was a collective gut-punch for the Blackhawks
(17-16-5), who are fighting for playoff position in the Central
Division. The ‘Hawks trailed 2-0 in the second period and 3-2
in the third after Foegele’s second goal but were seconds
away from at least one point and possibly two before Fast
delivered the crusher.
Foegele’s two goals gave the fast, slightly rambunctious
winger eight for the season. It was productive night for his
line as Staal and Nino Niederreiter each picked up a pair of
assists on the goals.
“When he’s on he’s hard to handle, he’s hard to play
against,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s really it in a nutshell. He’s

“He seems like he hasn’t missed a beat after being out,” Fast
said of Trocheck.
On a day when goalie Alex Nedeljkovic was named the NHL
rookie of the month for March, James Reimer got the start for
the Canes and battled his way to his 14th win with 22 saves.
His biggest stop came with 41 seconds left in regulation on a
shot by Dominik Kubalik, who had scored once and was after
a go-ahead goal.
The Canes were beaten 2-1 by the Blackhawks on Tuesday
in a game Brind’Amour described as “kind of gross.”
And Thursday’s second game with Chicago?
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“Pretty much identical,” he said. “It was just weird. Not a lot
happening. ... It’s not what I expected out of these two
games, the styles played.”
Mrazek gets a game with Wolves
The Hurricanes played two goalies Thursday in Chicago but
not both against the Blackhawks.
While Reimer was the starting goalie at the United Center,
Petr Mrazek got in an afternoon game for the Chicago
Wolves, the Canes’ AHL affiliate.
The Canes assigned Mrazek, who has been sidelined since
Jan. 30, to the Wolves on a conditioning stint, allowing him to
play against the Grand Rapids Griffins. Mrazek faced 45
shots, 23 in the second period, in a 5-2 victory.
“I don’t think there’s anything better than facing 45 shots,”
Mrazek said on a media call. “That’s a good conditioning
game. It has been eight weeks since I played a game, so I
was very happy I could see action and see the puck and fight
through traffic and battle hard. It was positive.

“It’s been a long road to this point. I’m happy I could go and
try and it and see if it feels ready or not.”
Mrazek dislocated his right thumb in a collision with Canes
forward Max McCormick in the Jan. 30 game against Dallas.
He had surgery and has missed the past 29 games, although
he has practiced a few times with the Canes.
“We just want to take it day by day here,” Canes coach Rod
Brind’Amour said Thursday morning. “Obviously, with him
being out as long as he had, it’d be tough to just say, ‘Hey,
let’s throw you into an NHL game not knowing how you feel.’
Because there’s still obviously a little question mark in his
mind.
“This hopefully alleviates that. No pressure on the result type
of thing. It’s get in there, feel comfortable and we’ll see what
he says after the game, where he feels he’s at. We’ll make
decisions after that.

Last-minute goal by Fast gives Hurricanes win in Chicago
Carolina shook off blowing two leads to earn a split against
the Blackhawks
By Cory Lavalette
Jesper Fast’s goal with 29 seconds remaining lifted the
Carolina Hurricanes to a 4-3 win Thursday over the
Blackhawks in Chicago.
Warren Foegele scored twice on his 25th birthday and
Vincent Trocheck had a goal.
Three Thoughts
1. “Oh no, not again” turned into “they did it again!” when the
Hurricanes recovered from a demoralizing tying goal by
Chicago midway through the third period to score the winner
in the final minute.
Like Tuesday’s game in Chicago, Carolina dominated the
opening 20 minutes and even entered intermission with a 1-0
lead on Trocheck’s 14th goal of the year — and his first in
two games since returning from injury.
Then Foegele got his first of two goals early in the second,
and it looked like the Blackhawks would be overmatched in
the second of two games in Chicago. Instead, they rallied
again, scoring twice in a 10-minute stretch at the end of the
second and start of the third to tie the game.

Shortly after Chicago’s second goal by Brandon Hagel,
Foegele responded with his second of the night. But Dylan
Strome’s redirection at 10:24 of the third tied it again at 3-3.
After Reimer made a key save on Dominik Kubalik in the
final minute of regulation, Fast scored on the rebound with
just under 29 seconds left to give Carolina two points.
“You have to drive the net, get in the greasy areas, which
Fast did,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said, “and we
got rewarded for it.”
2. Petr Mrazek stopped 42 of 44 shots in his conditioning
start with the AHL’s Chicago Wolves, a 5-2 win. Mrazek last
played Jan. 30 against Dallas in Raleigh, getting hurt just
2:47 into the game when teammate Max McCormick collided
with him in the Carolina net. Mrazek was 2-1-0 with a
microscopic 0.99 goals-against average, .955 save
percentage and two shutouts when he sidelined in his fourth
start of the season.
He is flying back to Raleigh with the Hurricanes on Thursday
night, and one would think he’s very close to returning —
perhaps even as soon as Carolina’s back-to-back set with
the Stars on Saturday and Sunday. That means a decision
will need to be made, and James Reimer (22 saves) has
been outplayed Alex Nedeljkovic despite the former’s 14-4-1
overall record.
Reimer has allowed three or more goals in 12 of his 19 starts
and looked shaky again Thursday, though he did make the
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big save on Kubalik just 12 seconds before Fast’s go-ahead
goal.
Nedeljkovic, meanwhile, was named NHL Rookie of the
Month for March and has allowed two goals or fewer in eight
of his 13 starts, including posting two shutouts. Overall, he is
8-3-2 with a .927 save percentage and 2.05 goals-against
average.
The decision seems pretty easy.
Reimer — like Curtis McElhinney before him — is a steady
presence in the Hurricanes locker room, and Carolina would
probably like to maintain its goalie depth seeing how it
helped them during Mrazek’s injury.
Both Reimer and Nedeljkovic would require waivers to go to
the taxi squad and would likely be claimed. Carolina could
also use one of the goalies as trade fodder.
My best guess is the Hurricanes take the cap hit and, at least
initially, keep all three on the roster once Mrazek is ready to
return.
3. It was nice to hear John Forslund calling a Hurricanes
game, especially after Tuesday’s NBCSN broadcast was
below par. Forslund has agreed to be the Seattle Kraken’s
play-by-play voice when the team joins the NHL next season,
and his break from the Hurricanes — like radio broadcaster
Chuck Kaiton before him — was ugly.
Color guy Pierre McGuire offered up a few awkward
moments, and Forslund heaped praise on Ron Francis — his
boss again in Seattle — for his part in building Carolina’s
roster. But few can call a game like Forslund, and he put
aside any animosity he might have toward Hurricanes owner
Tom Dundon and again delivered the goods to show why
he’s the best play-by-play announcer in the sport.
Number To Know
2 — Goals for Foegele, the second player in Hurricanes
franchise history to score twice on his birthday, according to
Hockey-Reference.com, earning the “big birthday boy”
moniker captain Jordan Staal pinned on him following the
win. It still didn’t match his most memorable birthday
moment.
“I’m pretty sure I signed my first NHL contract on my
birthday, at midnight or so,” he said. “I guess that’s the one
that sticks in my head the most.” It was actually announced a
day earlier, on March 31, 2017.

Francis is the other to score twice on his birthday, doing it
March 1, 1983, on his 20th birthday in a 6-5 home loss to
Buffalo.
Foegele is also the 14th player to register two points on his
birthday. Francis did it three times — including at age 37 with
the Hurricanes; he is both the youngest and oldest player to
accomplish it. Eric Staal has the best birthday game in
franchise history, a one-goal, three-assist effort Oct. 29,
2005, in a 5-3 win in Pittsburgh on his 21st birthday.
Only five goalies — Mike Liut, Sean Burke, Trevor Kidd
(twice), Kevin Weekes and Mrazek — have played on their
birthday. Weekes stopped all eight shots he faced in relief of
Arturs Irbe to earn a tie in a 6-6 game at Florida on April 4,
2004. Kidd stopped 15 of 16 in Carolina’s 4-1 over the
Rangers in Greensboro on March 26, 1998, and Mrazek is
the only other goalie to post a win — 5-2 in Raleigh over the
Devils on Valentine’s Day 2020.
They Said It
“Pretty much identical. It was just weird, not a lot of
happening. … It was not what I expected out of these two
games, the style of play, that’s for sure.”
— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour on what he thought of
Thursday’s game after he characterized Tuesday’s as
“gross” and “weird.”
Plus
Jesper Fast, Hurricanes forward — Right from puck drop,
Fast was winning battles all around the ice, as he has done
much of this season. So it only made sense that he’d be the
player rewarded in the final minute with the winning goal.
Fast passed to Trocheck in the neutral zone and drove the
net, and when Kevin Lankinen (27 saves) kicked the rebound
right into the slot, Fast was there to bang it home.
Minus
Haydn Fleury, Hurricanes defenseman — The pairing of
Fleury and Jake Bean was pinned in the Chicago end much
of the night, and Fleury managed just 27.78% possession at
even strength. He was on the ice for the Blackhawks’ first
and third goals, and he is still without a point in 31 games
this season.
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Recap: Fast Scores Late to Lift Canes Over Blackhawks
Fast nets game-winning tally with less than 30 seconds left in
regulation

"It's nice to get a couple, but I'm happier to get the two
points," Foegele said.

By Michael Smith

Foegele's first of the night, which doubled the Canes lead to
2-0, was a classic case of good things happening when you
put the puck on net. From below the goal line, Foegele
attempted to center the puck to Nino Niederreiter, who
rotated into the slot. Instead, the puck bounced off Duncan
Keith and squeaked through Lankinen.

CHICAGO - Jesper Fast broke a tied game with just 28.9
seconds left in regulation to lift the Carolina Hurricanes to a
4-3 victory over the Chicago Blackhawks.
The Difference
Twice the Canes had a lead in the third period, and twice the
Blackhawks scored to tie the game. Brandon Hagel drew the
score even at two nearly six minutes into the third, and Dylan
Strome netted a redirection for his second in as many games
to make it a 3-3 game at the halfway point of the final stanza.
"I like the fact that when we had these bad things happen,
we just kept playing," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said.
Third time's a charm.
In the last minute of regulation, the Canes won a faceoff in
the defensive zone and worked the puck up the boards into
the neutral zone. Jesper Fast laid it off to Vincent Trocheck,
who was buzzing up the ice with speed. Trocheck weaved
into the offensive zone and let go of a shot that bounced off
Calvin de Haan. Kevin Lankinen kicked the puck out with his
left pad, but Fast located the rebound in the slot and chipped
it in with just 28.9 seconds left in regulation.
"I got a little weird bounce. I almost missed the puck, too, but
lucky it went in," Fast said. "I'm very happy with that."
It was a night of weird bounces, and the Canes got the last
one.
"You kind of felt like it was going to have to be a goal like
that, a grinding goal," Brind'Amour said. "You have to drive
the net and get to the greasy areas."
"He's a guy who fits our mold that we want to play. He's an
absolute workhorse every shift," Jordan Staal said of Fast.
"You know he's going to give it his all. It's great to see him
get a big goal for us."
Fist Bumps
Warren Foegele
It was a big night for the birthday boy.
Warren Foegele, who turned 25 today, netted a pair of goals
for his first multi-goal game since Feb. 22, 2020, when David
Ayres made history for the Canes. According to NHL PR,
Foegele is the second player in franchise history to net two
goals on his birthday, joining Ron Francis who did it in 1983.

"I was just trying to get it to Nino. … Just trying to throw
pucks at the net. It's funny how this game works," Foegele
said. "When you keep it simple and play hard, sometimes
you get those bounces."
In a 2-2 game in the third, Foegele restored the Canes' lead
with his second of the night. Dougie Hamilton pinched at the
near point to negate the Blackhawks' clearing attempt, and
Staal tracked down the bouncing puck in the high slot. He
gave it to Niederreiter, whose point shot bounced off the end
boards and right to Foegele along the near side of the net.
Foegele backhanded the puck in between his legs, and
Lankinen shoved it into the net with his left skate.
"Big birthday boy today. He had a great game," Staal said of
his linemate. "When he's on, he's got all the tools. He can
skate well, and he's got good mitts. When he goes to the net
hard, he gets it done."
Vincent Trocheck
The Canes dominated the first period on Tuesday night but
had nothing to show for it. They again controlled the first 20
minutes in the rematch and this time around took a 1-0 lead
into the intermission.
"It was another great first period," Brind'Amour said. "We
came ready to go."
Vincent Trocheck, who Brind'Amour said was the Canes'
best player in his return from injury on Tuesday night, roofed
a beauty of a shot to get the Canes on the board first.
Hamilton slid a pass across the offensive zone to Trocheck,
who stepped up at the left faceoff dot and blistered a shot off
the bar and in.
The goal was Trocheck's 14th of the season, which ranks
tied for second on the team.
In addition to recording the primary assist on Fast's gamewinning tally, Trocheck was also the one to win the faceoff in
the defensive zone.
"He's such a good skater and good with the puck. He's very
important for this team," Fast said. "He really is a big part of
this team, and it seems like he hasn't missed a beat after
being hurt."
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Stats Pack

Quote of the Night

8: Trocheck has recorded at least a point in each of the last
eight games he's played (5g, 6a).

"You need the points. We're not going to remember this
game once we get home and focus on the next one. … Our
guys bounce back pretty well. It's two points, and we'll move
on." - Rod Brind'Amour

7: According to NHL PR, Fast is the seventh player in
franchise history to score a game-winning goal in the final 30
seconds of regulation in a regular-season game.
1: With the bounce-back win, the Canes have still just once
lost consecutive games in regulation (Feb. 22-25 against
Tampa Bay).

Up Next
The Carolina Hurricanes open a season-long, eight-game
homestand with a two-game weekend series against the
Dallas Stars.

"I thought we played pretty solid and stuck with it," Staal
said. "Every time we had a bad bounce, we kept moving
forward to try to get the next one."

Nedeljkovic of Hurricanes leads NHL Rookies of Month
Goalie finished ahead of Stars forward Robertson, Predators
wing Tolvanen

cannot sustain normal respiratory function and require
mechanical ventilation.

By NHL Public Relations

Although there are many uncertainties regarding COVID-19,
Malhotra and other respiratory therapists continue to step up,
set aside fears and care for patients despite the high-risk
nature of their job. "It's a super rewarding career," she says.
"When you can't breathe, nothing else matters. And
whenever you can't breathe, a respiratory therapist will be at
your bedside!"

NEW YORK - Carolina Hurricanes goaltender Alex
Nedeljkovic and UNC REX Healthcare senior registered
respiratory therapist Deepika Malhotra have been named the
NHL's "Rookies of the Month" for March.
Throughout the 2020-21 season the NHL is celebrating the
remarkable efforts of the off-ice stars who make it possible
for us to play our games amid a pandemic by honoring
frontline healthcare heroes from the regions represented by
the League's weekly and monthly "Stars."
Malhotra, who has more than 17 years of experience as a
respiratory therapist, joined UNC REX Healthcare in Raleigh,
N.C., in September 2019 - just months before the start of the
pandemic. She is involved in every step of a patient's journey
in fighting COVID-19, which attacks the lungs and respiratory
system.
Malhotra is an expert in helping coronavirus patients breathe,
adjusting oxygen and providing treatments to ease
discomfort. She also is involved in caring for patients who

Nedeljkovic went 6-1-1 with a 1.85 goals-against average,
.934 save percentage and one shutout in eight March games
to edge Dallas Stars left wing Jason Robertson (5-11-16 in
17 GP), Nashville Predators right wing Eeli Tolvanen (6-8-14
in 16 GP), Minnesota Wild left wing Kirill Kaprizov (6-5-11 in
16 GP) and New York Islanders goaltender Ilya Sorokin (6-10, 2.28 GAA, .910 SV%) for "Rookie of the Month" honors.
Among all goaltenders (rookie or veteran) with at least five
March appearances, Nedeljkovic ranked fourth in goalsagainst average (1.85) and fifth in save percentage (.934).
He yielded two or fewer goals in six of his eight starts,
highlighted by his second career shutout March 22 - in his
native Ohio against the Columbus Blue Jackets (19 SV).
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Fast's late goal lifts Hurricanes past Blackhawks
Scores with 29 seconds left for Carolina; Foegele has two
goals
By Brandon Cain
CHICAGO -- Jesper Fast scored the tiebreaking goal with 29
seconds remaining in the third period to give the Carolina
Hurricanes a 4-3 win against the Chicago Blackhawks at
United Center on Thursday.
Fast scored on a rebound in the slot after Blackhawks goalie
Kevin Lankinen stretched out with his left pad to kick out
Vincent Trocheck's shot.
"I heard Trocheck yelling for me to come with good speed,
so I just tried to give it to him and get to the net," Fast said. "I
got a little weird bounce and I almost missed the puck too,
but lucky it went post and in. Very happy with that."
Warren Foegele scored two goals, and James Reimer made
22 saves for the Hurricanes (24-8-3), who split the two-game
set following a 2-1 loss here Tuesday and have won four of
their past five.
"I don't know, it was just some weird bounces for both teams
for goals," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Not a lot
going on either way for both teams, but I don't think it was
poor. It just wasn't great. I liked the fact that when we have
these bad things happen, we just keep playing, so that's
good for our guys."
Wyatt Kalynuk had an assist for his first NHL point, and
Lankinen made 27 saves for the Blackhawks (17-16-5), who
have lost three of their past four games.
"Tough way to lose, no doubt," Chicago coach Jeremy
Colliton said. "It was an up-and-down game, a roller coaster.
Would've liked to start better, no question about that. We
showed some resiliency to come back a couple of different
times, and we had our chances to win it. … It's going to hurt
here for a few hours for sure, then we have to find a way to
turn the page and start building for Saturday (at the Nashville
Predators)."
Trocheck beat Lankinen over his right shoulder with a wrist
shot off the crossbar to give Carolina a 1-0 lead at 9:48 of
the first period.

Foegele made it 2-0 at 2:22 of the second period when his
centering pass from below the goal line redirected in off
Blackhawks defenseman Duncan Keith.
"I was just trying to get it to [Nino Niederreiter] there,"
Foegele said. "Just trying to throw pucks at the net. It's fun
how this game works sometimes. There are goals that
should go in and some that you get the bounce. Keep it
simple, keep playing hard and sometimes you get those
bounces."
Reimer made a save with his right skate on Kirby Dach's
backhand in front of the net at 5:18. Dominik Kubalik was
able to cut it to 2-1 at 15:21 when he received a stretch pass
from Kalynuk and scored with a backhand that deflected off
Carolina defenseman Jaccob Slavin's stick.
Brandon Hagel tied it 2-2 at 5:46 of the third period. Dach's
shot from the slot redirected off Carolina defensemen Jake
Bean and Brett Pesce before hitting Hagel's right skate.
Foegele scored with a backhand between his legs to make it
3-2 at 6:54, and Dylan Strome tied it 3-3 at 10:24 when he
tipped Connor Murphy's shot from the left point.
Just before Fast scored the game-winning goal, Remier
made a pad save against Kubalik from the slot on a rush with
41 seconds remaining.
"If maybe I would go a little harder or put it just a little bit in a
different spot it would go in because the hole was there,"
Kubalik said. "It just stayed under the pads. I knew it right
away it stayed there. We didn't score that one and they
scored on the way back, so that's pretty frustrating right
now."
NOTES: Trocheck has scored 11 points (five goals, six
assists) during an eight-game point streak. … Blackhawks
forward Patrick Kane had his five-game point streak end. …
The Blackhawks were 1-for-1 on the penalty kill and are 9for-9 in their past five games. … Strome's goal was his 100th
point with Chicago (36 goals, 64 assists in 142 games). ...
Foegele was playing on his 25th birthday.
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Fast’s late goal lifts Hurricanes to 4-3 win over Blackhawks
CHICAGO (AP) — Jesper Fast scored with 29 seconds
remaining in regulation, Warren Foegele added two goals,
and the Carolina Hurricanes beat the Chicago Blackhawks 43 on Thursday night.
Fast beat goaltender Kevin Lankinen from 15 feet,
rebounding winger Vincent Trochek’s drive from the right
side for the game-winner in the second game in three nights
between the teams.
“You felt it had to be a grinder’s goal,” Hurricanes coach Rod
Brind’Amour said of Fast’s score. “We weren’t getting a lot of
traction off the rush. Then Fast gets in the greasy area and
we get rewarded for it.”

“We have to work, especially in the first period, to get the
puck out of our zone,” Chicago forward Dominik Kubalik said.
“The second and third, we showed we could play with them.”
Foegele made it 2-0 when his pass to Nino Niederreiter hit
defenseman Duncan Keith’s skate and caromed past
Lankinen 2:22 into the second period.
“I was just trying to get it to Nino,” Foegele said. “It’s funny
how this game works. Sometimes, you get the bounce.”

“I heard Trochek yelling for the puck,” Fast said. “I gave it to
him and headed for the net.”

Kubalik closed the gap to 2-1 with his 12th goal of the
season with 4:39 left in the second. Kubilik took a stretch
pass from rookie Wyatt Kalynuk and fended off defenseman
Jaccob Slavin, whose slap to clear the puck beat Reimer.
Kubalik was credited with the goal. It was Kalynuk’s first NHL
point.

The Hurricanes pulled within a point of co-leaders Tampa
Bay and Florida in the Central Division. The Blackhawks
remain tied with Nashville for the final playoff spot, and the
teams meet on Saturday night.

The Blackhawks forged their first tie when Brandon Hagel
parked in the slot and watched Kirby Dach’s twice-deflected
pass bounce off his right skate and into the net 5:46 into the
third period.

“The last two periods, we got better,” Blackhawks coach
Jeremy Colliton said. “We had our chances, but it’s probably
going to take a few minutes before we can get over this one.”

Reimer made the last of his 22 saves on Dominik Kubalik
with 40 seconds to play, clearing the path for Fast’s gamewinner. Lankinen made 27 saves.

Chicago’s Dylan Strome tied the game at 3, deftly deflecting
Connor Murphy’s drive from the left point under the glove of
Carolina goaltender James Reimer at 10:24 of the third.

JUGGLING ACT

Carolina had broken a 2-all tie on Foegele’s second goal of
the game, a backhand that deflected off a skate of Chicago
defenseman Wyatt Kalynuk 6:54 into the third. It was
Foegele’s first multiple-goal game of the season.
Carolina dominated the first period, holding the Blackhawks
to three shots and scoring the only goal. Trochek sent a wrist
shot past goaltender Lankinen midway through the period,
extending his point streak to eight games.

Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said he wasn’t exactly sure
how he’ll work in three goalies once Petr Mrazek returns
from the AHL, where he started a conditioning stint Thursday
with the Chicago Wolves with a 41-save victory. Mrazak, who
scored two shutouts in four games, had not played since a
thumb injury on Jan. 30 that required surgery. James Reimer
and Alex Nedeljkovic have shared the net since.
UP NEXT
Carolina opens a two-game series against Dallas at home on
Saturday.
Chicago travels to Nashville for a single game on Saturday.
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2021 NHL trade deadline guides for all 31 teams: Players, prospects, picks in play, plus
team status
By Emily Kaplan and Greg Wyshynski
The 2021 NHL trade deadline arrives on April 12 at 3 p.m.
ET. There will be teams seeking to trade players who are no
longer in their rebuilding plans. There will be teams seeking
to add players to complete their championship plans.
This all sounds normal, but this season's trade season is
anything but typical thanks to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Players from American franchises who are traded to
Canadian teams are subject to a seven-day quarantine. The
flat salary cap of $81.5 million -- for this season and
subsequent ones -- has forced teams to retain salary on
trades or seek money-in, money-out deals with other teams.
The lack of any significant ticket revenue for the last year has
teams looking to slash payrolls while other teams reconsider
every dollar they add to theirs.
Meanwhile, the Seattle Kraken and the looming expansion
draft are also affecting the trade market.
Get caught up on the players and picks in play, as well as
the restrictions and potential moves for every NHL team
ahead of the deadline with this comprehensive guide. Who
stays? Who goes? Find out below.
Stats are collected from sites such as Natural Stat Trick,
Hockey Reference and Evolving Hockey.
Note: Emily Kaplan provides the guide for the East and
Central teams, while Greg Wyshynski handles the North and
West clubs.
East Division
Boston Bruins
Status: Selective additions required
Players, picks in play: LW/RW Anders Bjork ($1.6 million,
RFA in 2023), LW Jake DeBrusk ($3.675 million, RFA in
2022), 2021 first-round pick
What to watch: The Bruins have been on the cusp of another
Stanley Cup for some time, and should go all-in before their
core truly ages out. Boston GM Don Sweeney and coach
Bruce Cassidy have been pretty transparent about their
team's biggest flaw, though it's obvious for everyone to see:
5-on-5 scoring is an issue. Heck, the Bruins played their first
five games against the Devils, the second-worst team in the
division, without scoring a goal during 5-on-5 play. The
Bruins had been hoping for more from their middle six and
could dangle young-but-underperforming DeBrusk and Bjork
as trade options. Returns may not be what the Bruins hope,
though.
Much was made about the Bruins' blue-line turnover this
offseason -- specifically, parting with stalwarts Zdeno Chara
and Torey Krug. However, the young group, led by Norris

Trophy candidate Charlie McAvoy, has held it together quite
well. That said, the Bruins could stealthily be looking for topfour blue-line help. They'd specifically target a left-shot
defenseman, and Mattias Ekholm's name (as well as cap hit,
and extra year left on his contract) will certainly entice the
Bruins' front office, as well as fans. A wild card would be
getting insurance in goal, as Tuukka Rask is dealing with a
lingering injury.
What they should do: With defenseman John Moore missing
the remainder of the season after March 22 hip surgery,
Boston's backup options are even thinner. However, that is
not the Bruins' most pressing need. The focus on April 12
should be all about getting scoring help, and a middle-six
winger is what this team should be targeting. Taylor Hall
could be brought in for as low as a second-round pick at this
point, and if that's what Buffalo ends up asking for, the
Bruins shouldn't hesitate. Hall will be supremely motivated
and may do better in a second-line role at this point. Kyle
Palmieri and Nick Foligno are both high-character, high-effort
players who would fit in well with the Bruins' culture.
Buffalo Sabres
Status: Anyone could be on the move
Players, picks in play: LW Taylor Hall ($8 million, UFA in
2021, no-movement clause), C Casey Mittelstadt ($874,125,
RFA in 2021), RW/LW Tobias Rieder ($700,000, UFA in
2021), D Colin Miller ($3.875 million, UFA in 2022), D
Brandon Montour ($3.85 million, UFA in 2021), RW Sam
Reinhart ($5.2 million, RFA in 2021), D Rasmus Ristolainen
($5.4 million, UFA in 2022), LW/C Riley Sheahan ($700,000,
UFA in 2021)
What to watch: Everything is on the table for the Sabres, the
worst team in the NHL this season. First-year GM Kevyn
Adams and his closest advisor, VP of hockey administration
Mark Jakubowski, need to think reboot for this team after
things spiraled out of control this season. Considering there's
absolutely no shot at the playoffs, all pending UFAs -- yes,
including their prized free-agent find, Taylor Hall -- should be
on the move. Unfortunately, Jake McCabe is unmovable due
to a season-ending injury.
The Sabres got their business started early, sending Eric
Staal to the Canadiens on March 26 for a third- and fifthrounder. Unfortunately, Hall may not yield a first-round pick
at this point, considering his production.
The bigger issue is what to do with players with one or more
years remaining on their contracts. As it pertains to captain
Jack Eichel -- who remains out with an upper-body injury -even if the team is considering a trade involving the captain,
it is much likelier to happen at the draft, or later in the
offseason.
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What they should do: Get busy. It's all about putting Buffalo
in the best position for success in the future, and that means
stockpiling draft picks. A player like Mittelstadt, who is an
RFA this summer, would benefit from a change of scenery.
He hasn't lived up to his potential in Buffalo, and though it's
never easy to give up on a top-10 pick so soon (he was
selected No. 8 in 2017) nothing is ideal about the situation.
Though Reinhart has been the Sabres' most consistent
forward this season, Buffalo should even consider moving
him, Miller, Montour and Sheahan; all would be better off
playing playoff hockey elsewhere this spring.
New Jersey Devils
Status: The rebuild continues
Players, picks in play: RW Nikita Gusev ($4.5 million, UFA in
2021, eight-team no-trade list), RW Kyle Palmieri ($4.65
million, UFA in 2021, eight-team no-trade list), Travis Zajac
($5.75 million, UFA in 2021, no-trade clause), D Connor
Carrick ($1.5 million, UFA in 2021), D Dmitry Kulikov ($1.15
million, UFA in 2021), D Ryan Murray ($4.6 million, UFA in
2021), D Sami Vatanen ($2 million, UFA in 2021)
What to watch: GM Tom Fitzgerald said his team will be
ready to go for it once its two centerpieces, Jack Hughes and
Nico Hischier, hit their prime. We're not there yet, so it's
going to be another season of tough goodbyes.
Of the Devils' available defenseman, Kulikov and Murray are
the most attractive to other teams. The two biggest decisions
on Fitzgerald's plate are what to do with Palmieri (the team's
most consistent forward over the last five seasons) and
Zajac (the current longest-tenured Devil). Zajac's no-trade
clause means he gets a say in what happens. The Devils
and Palmieri have talked about an extension. If nothing gets
done, there are plenty of contenders -- specifically, the
Bruins and Islanders -- interested in adding the veteran
winger.
What they should do: The Devils aren't rushing the rebuild.
Though there's certainly a hope that they will be more
competitive next season, they aren't banking on a quick
turnaround. In the 2022 offseason, they'll also clear
considerable cap space with P.K. Subban's contract ($9
million annual cap hit) coming off the books. Supplement that
with a few extra draft picks and prospects and New Jersey is
in much better shape.
Gusev, Zajac, Kulikov and Murray should all find new homes.
The Devils can't get rid of all of their available defenseman,
or it could harm development the rest of the season. As for
Palmieri -- he should probably go too. Who knows, he can
always circle back in free agency.
New York Islanders
Status: Looking for an Anders Lee replacement
Players, picks in play: 2021 first-round pick, LW Kieffer
Bellows (entry-level contract, RFA in 2021), prospects
Samuel Bolduc, Bode Wilde, Robin Salo
What to watch: The Islanders have a strong team identity,
and they're hoping the experience of last year's run to the
Eastern Conference finals is a jumping-off point for even
more sustained success this postseason. New York was off

to a terrific start before captain Anders Lee blew out his ACL.
Lee led the team in goals at the time of his injury.
The Islanders can't replace the intangibles and leadership
Lee brought off the ice, but they are looking to replace some
of his offensive production. GM Lou Lamoriello is not
typically one to telegraph his moves, but everything indicates
that the team is looking for a scoring winger ahead of April
12. That said, keep in mind that this is Lamoriello, one of the
most secretive GMs in the game. So it's also smart to expect
the unexpected as well.
What they should do: The Islanders have one clear area of
need, so they should go out and address it. Taylor Hall is a
natural fit to slide into Lee's spot on the left wing, alongside
Mathew Barzal. Dustin Brown and Kyle Palmieri could also
make sense. For the Islanders, it's all about getting the right
character guys to blend in with their team identity and
culture. That's why the top of the Islanders dream list should
be another captain: Nick Foligno of the Columbus Blue
Jackets.
The Islanders have drafted well recently, so they could afford
to give up a first-round pick if needed. Seldom-used rookie
Kieffer Bellows has promise, but could be included in a
package as well.
New York Rangers
Status: Likely idle
Players, picks in play: D Tony DeAngelo ($4.8 million, UFA in
2022), C Colin Blackwell ($725,000, UFA in 2022), Kevin
Rooney ($750,000, UFA in 2022) D Brendan Smith ($4.35
million, UFA in 2021)
What to watch: Things could be really quiet on the Rangers
front. Management isn't losing sight of the bigger picture -which is the full rebuild -- and though New York is inching
closer to contention, it's not there yet. GM Jeff Gorton
already made one pre-deadline move, sending rugged
winger Brendan Lemieux to the Kings for a fourth-round pick.
That was really done to clear up some lineup spots because
the Rangers get their own trade deadline "acquisition" in
Vitali Kravtsov, the No. 9 pick of the 2018 draft who is
signed, quarantined, and ready to be inserted into the lineup.
The Rangers still have DeAngelo on the books, but no teams
seem interested in the player New York sent home for
character issues. More than likely, it's looking like DeAngelo
will be retained until this summer, exposed for the Seattle
expansion draft, then bought out.
What they should do: Nothing. Unless Gorton can wrangle a
great deal for a young, exciting player who's under contract
beyond this season, there's no need for the Rangers to do
much. If there are moves to be made, they can be done
around the draft.
Rooney and Smith could yield a middle-round pick each,
though the Rangers would probably need to retain part of
Smith's salary. The 28-year-old Blackwell could garner
interest for his recent play. His increased playing time has
come at the expense of younger players whom the Rangers
would like to be developing right now. Once again, it's all
about the long game for New York at this juncture.
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Philadelphia Flyers
Status: Tweener
Players, picks in play: D Erik Gustafsson ($3 million, UFA in
2021), C Scott Laughton ($2.3 million, UFA in 2021), LW
Michael Raffl ($1.6 million, UFA in 2021), D Justin Braun
($1.8 million, UFA in 2022), 2021 first-round pick
What to watch: The Flyers expected to be contenders in
2021, but their season derailed after a brutal month of
March. It's still possible to get back on track, but time is
ticking. The first thing they need to do is stop the bleeding,
and a lot of the issues fall on the blue line. Philadelphia could
be looking for defensemen reinforcements; the Flyers never
seemed to recover from the surprise retirement of Matt
Niskanen in the offseason.
Philly is also considering getting goaltending reinforcements.
Carter Hart has struggled, and they don't want to overburden
him with pressure (especially when the blue line is so leaky).
It doesn't seem like there's a trade partner for Shayne
Gostisbehere -- especially after he went unclaimed on
waivers -- so it would be surprising to see movement there. If
Philly is going to execute a trade, it would have to give up
another roster player or future draft picks and/or prospects.
What they should do: If the Predators decide they're willing
to part with Mattias Ekholm, he could be a fit for the Flyers.
But the Flyers would likely have to give up their 2021 first
round pick, a top prospect (like the recently signed Cam
York) and maybe even something else. Ekholm is signed
through next season, but Philly would want to sign him to an
extension, and make sure he is protected for the expansion
draft. It's a lot to navigate.
Considering the way this season has unraveled, it might be
best to play it conservative and make big moves around the
draft. That means sending Gustafsson and Raffl away for
middle-round picks. Laughton should stick around; he's too
valuable to the bottom six, and could be re-signed in the
offseason anyway.
Pittsburgh Penguins
Status: Looking for depth
Players, picks in play: 2022 second-round pick, 2022 thirdround pick, D Juuso Riikola ($1.15 million, UFA in 2021), D
Marcus Pettersson ($4,025,175, UFA in 2025)
What to watch: Under former GM Jim Rutherford, you knew
what you were going to get ahead of the trade deadline.
Rutherford often telegraphed his moves. He also had no
problem trading away first-round picks or the organizations'
top prospects -- two things he did often.
The new regime of Brian Burke and Ron Hextall have
promised a more conservative approach, knowing they need
to plan for life after Sidney Crosby. So don't expect them to
part with their 2021 second-round pick (they're already
without 2021 draft picks in the first, third, fourth and sixth
rounds). The team could use a reinforcement at center, with
Teddy Blueger and Evgeni Malkin both injured. However,
that's no longer as dire a need with the emergence of
Frederick Gaudreau.

What they should do: The Penguins should seek depth
forwards. Luke Glendening makes a lot of sense, given his
versatility and affordability ($1.8 million annual cap hit).
Nashville's Mikael Granlund or Erik Haula would also be
good pickups. To make it work, the Penguins could send
Pettersson or Riikola the other way. There's a logjam on the
left side, so this is an area of strength, though it sounds as if
Pittsburgh management doesn't mind having depth options
there.
Nonetheless, whatever the Penguins do, they can't dip too
far into their pool of draft picks. In 2022 they finally have a
full arsenal of picks. Burke and Hextall were hired to draft
players, and to keep them around.
Washington Capitals
Status: Another center would be nice
Players, picks in play: D Jonas Siegenthaler ($800,000, UFA
in 2021)
What to watch: Well, the Capitals would like to make
additions as they go for their second Stanley Cup in four
years. One problem: they don't have any cap space with
which to work. If they add a player, they'd likely have to lose
a player.
It was long believed that the Capitals would look for a
veteran goalie for insurance, since they're rolling with two
youngsters, in Ilya Samsonov and Vitek Vanecek. There is a
reason they signed Henrik Lundqvist this offseason.
However, Samsonov and Vanecek have played well enough
lately that this may no longer be necessary.
Adding a defenseman at the deadline has become
somewhat of a yearly tradition for the Capitals, but the trend
may end here. Washington should be getting blue-line help
when Michal Kempny, who is back skating, is activated off
LTIR.
What they should do: If the Capitals are going to add to their
group, it should be at center. Lars Eller's recent absence
exposed Washington's weakness down the gut. Winger T.J.
Oshie filled in admirably, but that's just not going to fly come
playoff time. They are one injury away from disaster.
Rangers center Colin Blackwell, with a cap hit of $750,000
and under contract through 2022, would be a smart target. A
one-for-one swap for Siegenthaler; who says no?
Though adding a goalie would be nice, it's not worth
sacrificing a current roster player to make that move work,
salary-wise. Roll with the youngsters; they've shown enough
promise.
Central Division
Carolina Hurricanes
Status: A little bit going out, a little bit coming in
Players, picks in play: G Alex Nedeljkovic ($737,500, RFA in
2021), G James Reimer ($3.4 million, UFA in 2021), D
Haydn Fleury ($1.3 million, RFA in 2022), 2021 first-round
pick
What to watch: After making it to the Eastern Conference
finals in 2019 but flaming out of the 2020 bubble, the
Hurricanes are looking to take the next step and get over
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their playoff hump. It's been a strong 2021 so far. With Petr
Mrazek returning from injury (broken thumb) the Canes will
have three goalies on their roster. It's a luxury a lot of teams
would like to have, but it's just that: a luxury. If Carolina is
looking to make a trade, involving one of their goalies makes
sense. It would likely be the rookie Nedeljkovic or veteran
Reimer on the move.
The Canes have a well-balanced and high-functioning
forward group. The blue line is also an area of strength, but
Carolina could look to add a right-shot defenseman to
balance things out. The Canes were busy at last year's
deadline, acquiring one rental (Sami Vatanen) and two
players with term left on their deals (Vincent Trocheck, Brady
Skjei). This year, if Carolina is active again, it would be
surprising to see them shell out for a rental.
What they should do: Considering the league-wide thirst for
goaltending, Carolina should move one of its goalies. That
could help facilitate a trade for a right-shot defenseman. At
first blush, Carolina's blue line looks just fine, albeit a little
imbalanced with so many left shots. A team can never have
too much insurance on the back end. The Canes are also
going to run into some issues at the expansion draft of which
defensemen to protect -- especially when they re-sign
Dougie Hamilton this offseason. Adding somebody else to
the mix could help assuage those issues. Columbus' David
Savard would be a great addition, but the Canes may shy
away from players on expiring contracts.
Chicago Blackhawks
Status: Eyes on the long term
Players, picks in play: Weaponizable cap space; C/LW Carl
Soderberg ($1 million, UFA in 2021), C Lucas Wallmark
($950,000, RFA in 2021), C/LW Mattias Janmark ($2.25
million, UFA in 2021)
What to watch: The Blackhawks were one of the season's
pleasant surprises in the first half but have tailed off
considerably in March. They have been eyeing a rebuild for
the past few years but finally admitted to it this past
offseason. That means whatever they do will have the big
picture in mind. Sure, a playoff appearance would be sweet,
but for Chicago, it's all about winning sustainably again.
This means that the team won't be in the market to acquire
any players on expiring deals; the Blackhawks simply aren't
interested in giving up any of their draft picks or prospects.
They could, however, move players of their own on expiring
deals -- such as Janmark, Wallmark and Soderberg. The
Blackhawks also find themselves flush in cap space, thanks
to several high-profile players on long-term injured reserve
(Brent Seabrook, Jonathan Toews, Zack Smith). If any
contending teams are looking to clear some money off the
books, Chicago is a team they could call -- and the
Blackhawks are happy to listen, as long as the deal would
also include draft picks or young players they can
incorporate into long-term plans. Oh, how the tables have
turned.
What they should do: First, the Blackhawks should seriously
entertain offers on their two pending UFAs, Janmark and
Soderberg. Wallmark, a pending RFA, should probably be on
the move too. Chicago isn't secure enough in the standings

to justify keeping those players, and those lineup spots could
easily be used to give young players more experience down
the stretch.
Now for the fun part: Weaponize that cap space! After years
of being strapped against the cap, forcing the team to unload
contracts, Chicago can now take advantage of teams in a
similar predicament. We'll see whether anyone is feeling that
desperate, but it won't hurt the Blackhawks to try.
Columbus Blue Jackets
Status: Retooling on the fly
Players, picks in play: D David Savard ($4.25 million, UFA in
2021), LW Nick Foligno ($5.5 million, UFA in 2021, 10-team
no trade list), C/RW Riley Nash ($2.75 million, UFA in 2021),
C/LW Max Domi ($5.3 million, UFA in 2022), D Michael Del
Zotto ($700,000, UFA in 2021), G Elvis Merzlikins ($4 million,
UFA in 2022)
What to watch: The Blue Jackets are playing catch-up in the
Central Division, and the question is whether GM Jarmo
Kekalainen thinks his team has enough oomph for a lateseason push. A playoff spot is still within reach, but if
management isn't confident in the direction of the current
group, it would behoove them to trade a few players on
expiring contracts.
Savard's name has been circulated quite a bit, and because
of a dearth of high-quality defenseman available, there will
be interest in him by many a contending team. The 30-yearold isn't having his best season (his average ice time has
dipped by nearly a minute per game) but he plays a gritty
defensive game, and could be revived on a new team.
The Blue Jackets face a big quandary with Foligno, their
captain. If Columbus is thinking playoffs, they can't let
Foligno go. He's too important -- sound defensively, high
effort, even higher character. That said, he'd also be the
most coveted player available on Columbus' roster, for that
very reason.
Domi hasn't lived up to expectations in Columbus just yet, so
the Jackets could try to flip him. The wild card is Merzlikins.
Organizationally, goaltending is an area of strength, so this is
where Columbus could take advantage of some truly
goaltending-needy teams.
What they should do: Columbus should treat this season as
a chance to do a slight retooling. Coach John Tortorella's
contract is up after this season, and it's unclear if he'll return
next season. It's not encouraging that the team couldn't
make it work with Pierre Luc-Dubois, who was drafted No. 3
overall in 2016 to be the franchise's No. 1 center. And
whatever they're asking of Patrik Laine isn't meshing with the
player, as he's lost on this team.
The available player who could command the biggest return
is Merzlikins, and if there are desperate teams calling,
Columbus shouldn't hesitate to strike. As for Foligno, I'd
leave it up to the player. If he wants out, I'd respect his wish.
If he wants to ride it out (and will re-sign in the offseason) the
captain deserves the chance to see this through.
Dallas Stars
Status: Listening to offers for UFAs
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Players, picks in play: D Jamie Oleksiak ($2.1375 million,
UFA in 2021), D Mark Pysyk ($750,000, UFA in 2021), LW
Andrew Cogliano ($3.25 million, UFA in 2021, six-team notrade list), LW/RW Blake Comeau ($2.4 million, UFA in
2021), G Anton Khudobin ($3.33 million, UFA in 2023, fourteam no-trade list)
What to watch: After making it to the 2020 Stanley Cup Final,
it's been a slower-than-desired start for the Stars. Dallas is
still within striking distance of a playoff spot, and has games
in hand, but needs to get hot, soon. The Stars don't have a
ton of cap space with which to work, given Ben Bishop and
Tyler Seguin are poised to come off LTIR. But that's a good
thing: both players can act as the team's own "acquisitions"
at the trade deadline. And the Stars won't have to worry
about the usual deadline headaches like, how will those
players adjust and fit in with the team?

contender. If Bernier is healthy, he is one of the best
available goalies this spring. Glendening, who has versatility
and a highly attractive sub-$2 million cap hit, is also
garnering a ton of interest.
What they should do: Anyone who can go, must go. OK,
maybe that's a little dramatic. But there are plenty of players
on the Red Wings' roster who are not serving a huge
purpose in a losing season but could be very useful
elsewhere.
If Bernier is healthy, send him on his way. Glendening and
Ryan have enticingly low cap hits for their level of service.
They're as good as gone. Even if Merrill has been Detroit's
best defenseman this season, the Red Wings should say
goodbye to him too (if they really like him, they can always
re-sign him in free agency).

Most likely, the Stars will take a modest approach on April
12, and try to keep the band together the best they can. If
Dallas is looking to make a splash, it could part with
Khudobin -- a hero of the 2020 bubble -- but that's only if
somebody wows them with a package. Oleksiak, the big
physical defenseman, is attractive to a lot of teams. But if the
Stars think they can snag a playoff spot still, there's no
reason to move him off the roster.

The biggest win is if Detroit finds a new home for Staal,
whom Detroit took from New York this offseason in exchange
for a second-round pick. That would mean Yzerman pulled
off the rare "double flip" of a player. There's a reason
Yzerman is viewed as the best GM in the game today.

What they should do: The Stars should mostly stand pat and
see if they can drum up some late-season magic. However,
GM Jim Nill should continue to take calls on the pending
UFAs (as he has been doing). If teams want to take on a
Cogliano, Comeau or Pysyk and throw in some mid-round
draft picks in return, it's worth considering. Pysyk hasn't been
able to take control of the No. 6 defenseman spot, and the
team seems comfortable using Joel Hanley there. Cogliano
and Comeau are usually the type of gritty veterans other
teams like to add around this time. They have the trust of
coach Rick Bowness, so it also wouldn't be surprising to see
both stay.

Players, picks in play: G Chris Driedger ($850,000, UFA in
2021), C Henrik Borgstrom (unsigned, but Panthers hold his
NHL rights)

Detroit Red Wings
Status: Stick to the Yzerplan
Players, picks in play: G Jonathan Bernier ($3 million, UFA in
2021), C/RW Sam Gagner ($850,000, UFA in 2021), C Luke
Glendening ($1.8 million, UFA in 2021), RW Bobby Ryan ($1
million, UFA in 2021), D Marc Staal ($5.7 million, UFA in
2021, no-movement clause), D Jon Merrill ($925,000, UFA in
2021)
What to watch: After a record 25 consecutive seasons of
making the playoffs, the Red Wings are poised to miss the
postseason for the fifth straight year. Detroit has improved
from its bottom-dwelling 2019-20 self (in which it finished
with 23 fewer points than anyone else and a minus-123 goal
differential). Even better news: This could be the last season
of pain. The Red Wings clear considerable cap space this
summer, allowing GM Steve Yzerman to truly begin shaping
the roster to his liking.
But Yzerman's entire master plan is about building the Red
Wings into a winner again through the draft, and draft picks
and prospects are what he covets most right now. There are
very few untouchables on this roster -- and several players
on expiring deals who are ideal candidates to help a

Florida Panthers
Status: Looking to add

What to watch: The Panthers are having a renaissance
season. This is the best the team has looked in at least five
years, when Jaromir Jagr was leading the team in points,
and Roberto Luongo was holding it down in goal.
However, the Panthers got a huge blow last weekend when
Aaron Ekblad, who was having a Norris Trophy-caliber
season, suffered a gruesome leg fracture. Surgery will keep
him sidelined for 12 weeks. First-year GM Bill Zito has a
long-term game plan for the team, but he wants to reward
the current roster for playing so well in the season's first half.
That's the conundrum he faces. The 2015-16 season
represents isolated success. The Panthers have made it to
the playoffs only twice in 18 years, and made it past the first
round just once.
Going "all in" and jeopardizing top prospects (or future
prospects) doesn't align with the big picture of sustained
success. So they'll try to improve, without giving up too
much.
What they should do: If Zito doesn't want to give up a firstround pick or any of the top prospects -- and Florida does
have a strong pool of talented prospects -- the only option
might be to see if another team is interested in Driedger. The
26-year-old was a breakout star of the first half, but now that
Sergei Bobrovsky has taken over the net, Driedger's
presence could be viewed as expendable. Plus, the Panthers
risk losing him in the Seattle expansion draft this summer, so
it might be better to get something for him rather than lose
him for nothing.
As for attempts to replace Ekblad are concerned, the
Panthers should try to snag Vince Dunn away from St. Louis.
He's only 24-years-old, and is a restricted free agent this
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summer, meaning Florida would be getting a player it could
incorporate into its future plans as well. An all-around win.
Nashville Predators
Status: The deadline's wild-card team
Players, picks in play: D Mattias Ekholm ($3.75 million, UFA
in 2022), C/RW Mikael Granlund ($3.75 million, UFA in
2021), C Erik Haula ($1.75 million, UFA in 2021), RW Viktor
Arvidsson ($4.25 million, UFA in 2024), LW Filip Forsberg
($6 million, UFA in 2022), LW Calle Jarnkrok ($2 million,
UFA in 2022)
What to watch: Two weeks ago, we would have told you that
the Predators were poised to be one of the biggest sellers of
the 2021 trade deadline. Then something unexpected
happened: The Preds started winning. Nashville recorded
the most wins (eight) and highest winning percentage (.889)
over the last two weeks in March to bring itself back into the
Central Division playoff race.
GM David Poile now faces a quandary. His team has been a
bit stale lately, having not made it past the first round of the
playoffs since their 2017 run to the Stanley Cup Final. An
influx of youth is needed. So how does the team balance
maintaining a winning culture with the long view?
Ekholm remains one of the best defenseman available right
now, with an attractive cap hit -- and, perhaps most
importantly, one extra year remaining on the deal. It might be
much tougher for the Predators to part with other marquee
players, such as Arvidsson and Forsberg, given their
standing right now.
What they should do: If the Predators stand pat with this
group, they could make the playoffs. But it would likely be as
the fourth seed in the Central Division, setting up a date with
the Lightning or Hurricanes in the first round. That's a tough
series to win, and if Nashville flames out again, it will begin
next season exactly as it started this one.
Poile should move Ekholm, considering he would get a big
return. He should also part with two pending UFA forwards,
Granlund and Haula, getting draft picks and prospects in
return. That's what the team needs most right now. Plus,
their roster spots can be given to younger players who need
the experience.
Tampa Bay Lightning
Status: Small tweaks, if any
Players, picks in play: 2021 first-round pick, Alex BarreBoulet ($759,258, RFA in 2021), Tyler Johnson ($5 million,
UFA in 2024, no-trade clause), Mathieu Joseph ($737,500,
RFA in 2022)
What to watch: GM Julien BriseBois won the 2020 trade
deadline. A year has passed, so we can say that with
confidence. The Lightning picked up a pair of underrated
forwards, Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow, who teamed
up as part of an important third line en route to the team's
Stanley Cup. What's more: Both forwards had extra years
left on their deals.

These are the types of moves everyone is trying to emulate
this year, and it's not going to be as easy for the Lightning to
accomplish something similar in 2021.
If there is an area of need, it's help on the blue line,
especially as the organization doesn't want to overburden
rookie Cal Foote. Philosophically, BriseBois has strayed
away from players on expiring deals, but perhaps he'll make
an exception if a player like David Savard of Columbus is
available. Don't discount BriseBois, who has the capacity to
pull off something creative and unexpected.
What they should do: Stand pat. No need to get cute or
complicated when you don't need to. Tampa has no cap
space, so if it brings in a player, it has to lose someone to
balance things out. And why would you remove anyone from
this lineup? The Lightning have looked every bit like a
defending Stanley Cup champ; hungry and poised for
another one. BriseBois was already forced to move
Alexander Volkov and may need to clear even more space
when Mitchell Stephens is ready to return.
Plus, the Lightning are already expecting reinforcements:
Nikita Kucherov, who has missed the entire season, is
expected back for the playoffs. (Thanks to a fun loophole,
salary cap issues become null come playoff time).
North Division
Calgary Flames
Status: Tweener
Players, picks in play: 2021 first-round pick, C Sam Bennett
($2.55 million, RFA in 2021), C Derek Ryan ($3.125 million,
UFA in 2021), G David Rittich ($2.75 million, UFA in 2021)
What to watch: On April 1, the Flames had a 10.7% chance
of making the playoffs, per Money Puck. That's probably high
enough to prevent them from trading too many players away
at the deadline -- Calgary didn't lure Darryl Sutter off the farm
for an in-season dismantling. Is it enough to make the
Flames a team to make additions? One would hope they'd
have a more measured view of their current status than to
give away the future for a futile push for the postseason. But
GM Brad Treliving has been all-in all season.
What they should do: If they can find teams that want to
trade for Bennett and Ryan, make those deals. The lack of
goaltenders with expiring contracts available could make
Rittich valuable, and the Flames should listen. But obviously
the heavy lifting will come in the offseason, as Calgary takes
a microscope to its core of players to see that -- finally -- it's
time to move on from the Sean Monahan and Johnny
Gaudreau era.
Edmonton Oilers
Status: Finding Connor and Leon some help
Players, picks in play: First-round pick in 2021, second-round
pick in 2022, D Caleb Jones ($850,000, RFA in 2022), D
William Lagesson ($725,000, RFA in 2022)
What to watch: The Oilers are reportedly targeting two
forward positions. The first is acquiring a center to play in
their bottom six, preferably right-handed and preferably one
that can win a faceoff -- Edmonton is 12th in the NHL with a
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50.7 team faceoff winning percentage, a figure boosted by
the fact that Leon Draisaitl is winning 56% of his draws.

Senators are done rebuilding and constantly trading away
their best players before they leave as free agents.

The second is a top-six left winger, so they can stop having
to use Kyle "two goals in 23 games" Turris up there when
Draisaitl moves up to McDavid's line.

Alas, it actually means that after dealing away Jean-Gabriel
Pageau to the Islanders in 2020, there's no top-tier veteran
player left for Ottawa to move.

What they should do: Edmonton is another team in a money
in, money out situation because of their salary cap number.
But they also lack many draft picks and prospects to deal:
The Oilers don't have picks in the second, third and fifth
rounds this summer. Luke Glendening would seem like an
obvious fix for their faceoff issues, and GM Ken Holland
signed him as a free agent while with the Red Wings.

What they should do: The Senators could use a few more
picks in this year's draft, lacking fourth- and fifth-rounders
and having only one pick in the third. Dzingel could be dealt
for a high draft pick or a middle-range prospect. Gudbranson
and Reilly would be of interest to contenders, although the
latter has enhanced his value more this season than the
former.

As for a top-six winger, we all want the Taylor Hall reunion,
don't we? The money doesn't really work and Hall is having a
nightmare season that may not warrant the investment, but if
we say it enough maybe we can conjure a trade into
existence.

Tierney, 26, could use a change of scenery after his point
production and ice time have fallen this season. Is that extra
year of contract term appealing to contenders, or a deterrent
with the expansion draft looming?

Other than that, the Oilers will wait until the offseason to
reconfigure parts of their defense and goaltending.
Montreal Canadiens
Status: Expect some tinkering
Players, picks in play: 2021 draft picks, LW/RW Paul Byron
($3.4 million, UFA in 2023), LW/RW Artturi Lehkonen ($2.4
million, RFA in 2021)
What to watch: Habs GM Marc Bergevin is one of the NHL's
most aggressive general managers when it comes to
augmenting his team -- just ask former coach Claude Julien,
who was fired after 18 games this season. Bergevin started
his work early this deadline season, trading third- and fifthround picks to the Sabres for veteran center Eric Staal on
March 26.
The good news is that this is a fairly solid roster, and the
holes won't likely be addressed until the offseason. The bad
news is that the Canadiens are capped out and would be
best-served to trade away some salary at the deadline.
What they should do: Byron has been through waivers
multiple times. Lehkonen has been a healthy scratch multiple
times. Clearing either of their salaries off the books would
help ease Montreal's cap strains, although both could be
valuable to the Canadiens in a postseason run.
If the cap space would allow it, the Canadiens would do well
to add one more defenseman to the mix for depth. They
have a bevy of draft picks -- two seconds, two thirds, three
fourths and two fifths this season -- to use on a D-man with
an expiring contract.
Ottawa Senators
Status: The build continues
Players, picks in play: C/LW/RW Ryan Dzingel ($3.375
million, UFA in 2021), D Erik Gudbranson ($4 million, UFA in
2021), D Mike Reilly ($1.5 million, UFA in 2021), C Chris
Tierney ($3.5 million, UFA in 2022)
What to watch: What an odd feeling to not see Ottawa GM
Pierre Dorion with one of the trade deadline's most soughtafter players. We wish we could say that this means the

Toronto Maple Leafs
Status: Major market mover
Players, picks in play: 2021 draft picks, D Travis Dermott
($874,125, RFA in 2021), C Alexander Kerfoot ($3.5 million,
UFA in 2023), D Timothy Liljegren ($1,263,333 AAV, RFA in
2022)
What to watch: In the words of GM Kyle Dubas, watch
"everything." The Leafs are all-in this season, and will
continue to improve their team by any means necessary.
That means dealing top prospects, dealing their first-round
pick, dealing a veteran with term like Kerfoot if it meant
getting someone better in that role.
Their specific area of need is at the forward position,
especially on the wing. But concerns about Frederik
Andersen's health could mean the Leafs add some
goaltending insurance too.
What they should do: Taylor Hall, if the money can be
worked out, would be a really intriguing addition to this team.
It's the perfect kind of situation for him, as he could be a
supporting cast member while others sweat in the spotlight.
But if they can't work out the cap situation for a trade with
Buffalo, then Hall's former teammate in New Jersey, Kyle
Palmieri, is the kind of player in which the Leafs should be
interested.
On the goaltending front, Dubas should be on the phone
right now with Florida GM Bill Zito figuring out what else he
has to add to goalie Michael Hutchinson in order to trade him
for Chris Driedger.
Vancouver Canucks
Status: Many veterans potentially on the move
Players, picks in play: D Jordie Benn ($2 million, UFA in
2021), D Alexander Edler ($6 million, UFA in 2021, no-move
clause), C Adam Gaudette ($950,000, RFA in 2021), LW
Tanner Pearson ($3.75 million, UFA in 2021), C Brandon
Sutter ($4.375 million, UFA in 2021, 15-team no-trade
clause), LW/RW Jake Virtanen ($2.55 million, UFA in 2022,
no trade protection)
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What to watch: What a difference a season makes. Last
trade deadline, the Canucks landed Tyler Toffoli of the Kings,
who helped them advance through a couple of playoff
rounds. But thanks to some player regression, injury troubles
and poor decisions -- like, for example, not re-signing Tyler
Toffoli -- the Canucks aren't a playoff contender, and should
be looking to build up the pipeline this time around.
They have a number of desirable players, but some are
constrained by trade protection: Edler's no-move clause and
Sutter's partial no-trade clause, primarily. (Then there's
Travis Hamonic's no-move clause, but we didn't list him here
because he's not waiving it for any team not located in
Western Canada.) Also muddying the waters is health, as
Tanner Pearson is currently out with an injury.
What they should do: Rather than draft picks, the Canucks
should leverage their players on expiring deals to try to get
younger players on less-expensive deals that can help fill out
their bottom six at the forward position.
Moving out Sutter, Edler (if possible), Benn, Gaudette and/or
Virtanen all makes sense. But if there's a thrifty deal to be
made to keep Pearson around, GM Jim Benning should
consider making it.
Winnipeg Jets
Status: Looking to add on D
Players, picks in play: 2021 draft picks, LW Jansen Harkins
($725,000, RFA in 2022), D Sami Niku ($725,000, RFA in
2022)
What to watch: GM Kevin Cheveldayoff already made a
splash this season with the Pierre-Luc Dubois trade that saw
Patrik Laine head to Columbus. It's hard to imagine he'd
tinker any more with a very deep group of forwards, nor does
he have to worry about his goaltending, with Connor
Hellebuyck on the roster.
It's the defensive corps that needs a stopper to really bring
the group together. The Jets have their own picks in the first
three rounds to deal. Harkins has been a scratch, and Niku
likely doesn't factor into their plans beyond this season
based on his place on the depth chart.
What they should do: The defenseman class of 2021 could
mean players like Mattias Ekholm, David Savard and Alex
Goligoski are on the Jets' radar. Ekholm is the best of the
bunch, but the Predators are back in a playoff race, and he
has another year left on his deal.
Goligoski is a possibility as a pending UFA, but Savard also
has an expiring contract and is the better player. But after the
way Laine's worked out, will Columbus pick up the phone if
Cheveldayoff calls again?
West Division
Anaheim Ducks
Status: Let's make some deals
Players, picks in play: LW/RW Danton Heinen ($2.8 million,
RFA in 2021), D Ben Hutton ($950,000, UFA in 2021), C
Adam Henrique ($5.825 million, UFA in 2024, 10-team notrade list), D Josh Manson ($4.1 million, UFA in 2022, 12team no-trade list), LW/RW Rickard Rakell ($3,789,444, UFA

in 2022), LW/RW Jakob Silfverberg ($5.25 million, UFA in
2024, 12-team no-trade list)
What to watch: This will be the third straight season in which
Anaheim has missed the playoffs, and the youth movement
is on.
Blue-chip winger Trevor Zegras and defenseman Jamie
Drysdale join players like Troy Terry, Sam Steel and Max
Jones in the next wave for the Ducks. GM Bob Murray can
either keep some of his veterans around to augment the
young talent, hoping to hit that sweet spot between newbies
and veterans like the Kings appear to have done. Or the
Ducks can start turning over parts of this roster in a larger
overhaul, like (finally) cutting into a defense corps that has
been better on paper than on the ice for the last few
seasons.
One player that's gotten a lot of attention is Rakell, the
team's 27-year-old leading scorer who has two 30-goal
seasons to his credit. A few general managers were
surprised to hear Rakell could be available, given that he's a
player under contract in his prime. If Murray is looking for a
significant return -- a first-rounder plus more -- Rakell could
draw that kind of an offer. The Ducks traded Bobby Ryan at
25-years-old with term left on his deal. Same energy here.
What they should do: The obvious answer is to continue to
tell Ryan Getzlaf how lovely Denver and Las Vegas are this
time of year in the hopes that the 35-year-old captain would
be willing to waive his no-move clause. But he's shown no
interest in leaving his family behind in Anaheim to chase
(another) Stanley Cup, so let's assume he's off the table.
While his trade protection is prohibitive, and the expansion
draft complicates things, Manson is someone the Ducks
should try to trade. The 29-year-old has value as a physical
defenseman -- a coveted type of player at this deadline -and both the player and the team would benefit from moving
him.
Arizona Coyotes
Status: Small moves only
Players, picks in play: LW/RW Drake Caggiula ($700,000,
UFA in 2021), D Alex Goligoski ($5.475 million, UFA in 2021,
eight-team no-trade list), C Derick Brassard ($1 million, UFA
in 2021), D Jason Demers ($3,937,500, UFA in 2021), C
Christian Dvorak ($4.45 million, UFA in 2025), G Darcy
Kuemper ($4.5 million, UFA in in 2022), D Jordan Oesterle
($1.4 million, UFA in 2021), G Antti Raanta ($4.25 million,
UFA in 2021)
What to watch: The Coyotes have two kinds of players in
which other teams will be interested. They have veteran
players with expiring contracts, with varying degrees of
value. Goligoski might have the most in this category, as
defensive defensemen are on a lot of teams' wish lists.
Then there are core players with term remaining. Kuemper,
Dvorak and Garland are all on the radar of other teams.
They're also likely not in play at this deadline, despite the
return they could generate. Garland, 25, in particular seems
to fall into that "other GMs asking about him" category rather
than the "Coyotes making calls about him" one.
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What they should do: As the trade deadline draws closer, so
do the Coyotes to the final playoff spot in the West Division.
That probably eliminates any dramatic moves involving
players with term -- GM Bill Armstrong's front office is very
much still in evaluation mode, and would love to get a look at
these core players in the pressures of a playoff race.
Their playoff contention has also given them pause on
dealing their UFAs. What signal would it send to the team if
they were on the playoff bubble but still shipped out four
players? It's an understandable notion, but the Coyotes
would be better served by getting what they can for their
UFAs -- especially Goligoski, who is going to be catnip to the
right contender.
Status: Bolstering for a long playoff run
Players, picks in play: 2021 first-round pick, D Ryan Graves
($3,166,667, UFA in 2023), C J.T. Compher ($3.5 million,
UFA in 2023)
What to watch: The Avalanche are in the top tier of Stanley
Cup contenders this season, but still have a few places that
they can upgrade. Chief among them is backup goaltender to
Philipp Grubauer, who has been absolutely spectacular in
what is not coincidentally a contract year for him. Pavel
Francouz hasn't played a game this season due to a
lingering lower-body injury. Jonas Johansson, recently
acquired from Buffalo, is a stop-gap solution. Depending on
Francouz's status, they should be in the market for a proven
goalie that can be an insurance policy for Grubauer.
Colorado could also be in the market for an upgrade at
center in their bottom six, as Compher has been subreplacement (minus-1.7 goals) in the 26 games in which he's
played this season. The Avalanche could also use a veteran
defenseman with playoff experience. You know, your "Ian
Cole" type. Whatever happened to that guy?
There's always a chance they could shoot for the moon and
add a veteran winger on an expiring contract -- how great
would Kyle Palmieri look on this team -- in a money-out,
money-in hockey trade.
What they should do: Adrian Dater of Colorado Hockey Now
reported that the Avalanche were kicking the tires on James
Reimer, of the Hurricanes' goalie surplus. He's a pending
UFA, a well-liked teammate and just the kind of player for
which they're looking.
We listed Graves among the players in play because he
hasn't been able to reach his heights from last season, and
has a very cap-friendly contract. With some interesting leftshot defensemen on the market, there may be a chance for a
"hockey deal" trade. But it might also be prudent not to judge
a 25-year-old for underperforming in as strange a season as
this one.
Los Angeles Kings
Status: A little bit going out, a little bit coming in
Players, picks in play: LW/RW Dustin Brown ($5.875 million
UFA in 2022, seven-team no-trade list), LW Alex Iafallo
($2.425 million, UFA in 2021), G Jonathan Quick ($5.8
million, UFA in 2023), cap space

What to watch: The Kings are lingering in a playoff race
thanks to the Blues cracking open the door for that last seed
in the West Division. They have already added, trading for
Rangers agitator Brendan Lemieux, who is signed through
2022, and Ottawa defenseman Christian Wolanin.
GM Rob Blake is in a great position: The young players from
the deepest farm system in the NHL are starting to fill out the
lineup, his veterans are uniformly having better seasons, and
Los Angeles is inching back to playoff contender status.
While he has long-time Kings to deal -- Brown, Quick -- he
also has his eye on bolstering this roster in the long term.
There's been speculation that Blake is in the market for a
young, left-shot defenseman with contract term; for example,
the Kings have the assets to go after Zach Werenski if
Columbus feels he's going to be the next talent to walk out
the door in 2022. There's also been more than a little
matchmaking from NHL Cupids between the Kings and the
Sabres on a potential Jack Eichel trade.
What they should do: Iafallo is a 27-year-old forward who
can thrive in a variety of roles and would certainly bring back
value as a rental, but word is that the Kings are more likely to
extend him than deal him -- which is the correct decision.
If they can find a taker for Quick's contract, they should leap
at the chance, considering how good Cal Petersen has been
for them. Brown is a more complicated trade option. Yes,
there could be interest in him -- look no further than the
Islanders' needs and how Brown's style would fit with a Barry
Trotz team. But he's been great for the Kings (14 goals in 31
games) as the team remains in a playoff push, and is an
important "lead-by-example guy" you want around younger
players. Unless it's an offer Blake can't refuse from a team
on Brown's accepted destination list, Los Angeles should
hang onto him. At the very least, it'll signal that the team has
the pedal down and is full speed towards contention.
Minnesota Wild
Status: Looking to add wisely
Players, picks in play: C/LW Marcus Johansson ($4.5 million,
UFA in 2021, 10-team no-trade list), their own first-round pick
and Pittsburgh's first-round pick in 2021
What to watch: GM Bill Guerin has been steadfast in saying
that he's not sacrificing the future of the Wild for contention
this season. He's not a fan of rentals, but isn't opposed to
adding to the team if the cost is low. It's clear he's playing the
long game with the Wild as a contender. Sure, Guerin has
talked about Minnesota as "a team that can beat anybody,"
but the reality is that dealing a first-rounder for a veteran on
an expiring contract isn't going to suddenly make the Wild
better than Colorado or Vegas.
What they should do: Of their expiring contracts, Johansson
appeared to be the most interesting trade option -- that is
until his recent run as Kevin Fiala's linemate showed some
glimmers of offensive potential. Guerin is right to play the
long game with his assets -- the Kirill Kaprizov era just
started, after all -- but if there was a place where a bargain
deal could help immediately it would be in the faceoff circle.
The Wild are 30th in the NHL at the dot (45.8%). What would
be the cost to bring on Detroit faceoff ace (and pending free
agent) Luke Glendening?
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San Jose Sharks
Status: Let's make some deals
Players, picks in play: G Devan Dubnyk ($2,166,667, UFA in
2021, 10-team no-trade clause), C Patrick Marleau
($700,000, UFA in 2021), LW/RW Matt Nieto ($700,000,
UFA in 2021), cap space
What to watch: Few teams in the NHL are saddled with the
kind of unmovable contracts that the Sharks have. If Erik
Karlsson and Marc-Edouard Vlasic's cap hits weren't enough
of a deterrent, they also have full no-move clauses. Brent
Burns has trade protection and an $8 million cap hit through
2025. Evander Kane is untradeable. Martin Jones makes
$5.75 million against the cap through 2024, in case anyone
else wanted him. All of this makes rebuilding or reloading a
rather arduous task for GM Doug Wilson, unless he wants to
dig into some of his core players like Logan Couture, Timo
Meier and Tomas Hertl. Instead, he'll likely deal from the
bottom of the deck.
With so many teams seeking insurance policies in goal,
Dubnyk should bring back something, even if he hasn't been
much better than Jones this season. If Nieto is healthy, he
could be worth a look for someone's bottom six. It's hard to
imagine Marleau breaking Gordie Howe's all-time games
mark in anything but a teal sweater -- and his play this
season certainly hasn't sparked a trade market for him. But
there's always the chance some contender wants a solid
veteran citizen, and Marleau wants one more crack at the
Stanley Cup.

scratch recently, which seemed more like a move to get him
going than a harbinger of an eventual trade. But given his
contract, lack of trade protection and failure to score goals at
a considerable clip in St. Louis, he could be on the move in a
money-in, money-out deal.
Dunn's a tough one, given how much the Blues have relied
on him as their blue line has suffered through several
injuries. He has a good skill set, and defensemen are at a
premium at this deadline, but are the Blues better off hanging
onto the 24-year-old puck-mover?
What they should do: This is an ideal landing spot for Taylor
Hall, if the Sabres winger was willing to waive his ... oh, who
are we kidding, of course he would waive his no-move
clause. The Blues have scored two or fewer goals in eight of
10 recent games. Hall remains a potent offensive talent,
even if his production has been sucked into the Buffalo
abyss. Trade Hoffman for Hall, with the Sabres retaining the
glut of Hall's cap hit and getting picks or a prospect in the
deal. GM Doug Armstrong hasn't shied away from
aggressive moves to upgrade his roster. This would rock the
boat.
Vegas Golden Knights
Status: Poised for another big splash?
Players, picks in play: LW William Carrier ($1.4 million, UFA
in 2024), D Nick Holden ($1.7 million, UFA in 2022), RW
Ryan Reaves ($1.75 million, UFA in 2022), first-round pick in
2021, New Jersey's second-round pick in 2021

What they should do: Trade every pending UFA that they
can and test the waters on Hertl, who is an unrestricted free
agent in 2022 -- and continue to pray that the Seattle Kraken
take Brent Burns' contract off their books in the expansion
draft.

What to watch: If it's the trade deadline, the Golden Knights
are going to be active. There was the Tomas Tatar trade in
their inaugural season, the Mark Stone blockbuster in Year
No. 2 and the acquisitions of both Alec Martinez and Robin
Lehner last season.

St. Louis Blues

The difference this season is that the Golden Knights have
barely any cap space, both due to their offseason signings
and the flat cap. That increases the chances that any move
they make will be money in, money out, which puts otherwise
endearing role players like Carrier and Reaves potentially in
play.

Status: Looking to add
Players, picks in play: D Vince Dunn ($1.875 million, RFA in
2021), RW Mike Hoffman ($4 million, UFA in 2021), firstround pick in 2021
What to watch: The Blues' dramatic stumble in late March
swung the door open to the No. 4 seed in the West Division.
St. Louis already had to worry about what upgrades it
needed to overcome Colorado or Vegas in the playoffs. Now
the Blues have to wonder what moves they need to make
just to qualify for the postseason.
The two roster players getting the most attention from other
teams are Hoffman and Dunn. The Hoff was a healthy

What they should do: Vegas is an elite level Stanley Cup
contender. They're also on a "Kong vs. Godzilla" collision
course with the Avalanche, and then will potentially have to
go through the Tampa Bay Lightning to win the
championship. That path would be a lot easier to traverse if
the Golden Knights had one more impact center in their
lineup. Given their cap situation and the marketplace, that's
likely not an option. But we'll never bet against Vegas when it
comes to making a deadline splash.
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Mrazek takes another step with strong conditioning stint in AHL
It has been eight weeks since Petr Mrazek last suited up for
the Carolina Hurricanes, but now the wait may soon be over.

Even despite it being at the AHL level, Mrazek looked poised
and in control as an NHL-caliber goaltender should.

By Ryan Henkel

He was tested in many different ways: 2-on-1, breakaway,
five power plays against and a flurry of shots with 23 in just
the second period alone.

It had been two months since Petr Mrazek’s season was put
on hold after his thumb was broken just a few minutes into
the first period of a January 30th game against the Dallas
Stars.
It was an unfortunate bit of friendly-fire as Max McCormick
had crashed hard into the net after going down to try and
prevent a 2-on-1. That pass never made it across and
Mrazek’s thumb took the full force of McCormick.
The real shame too was that Mrazek had been playing some
tremendous hockey. In his three starts, he had picked up two
shutouts and posted a 0.955 save percentage and 0.99
goals against average.
Despite the loss, the Canes have remained one of the
league’s top teams thanks to the strong tandem performance
in their crease by James Reimer (13-4-1; 0.907; 2.70) and
March’s Rookie of the Month Alex Nedeljkovic (8-3-2; 0.927;
2.05).
But Thursday evening presented a welcoming sign that the
Hurricanes’ number one netminder’s return to the lineup may
be just around the corner.
As the Hurricanes were already in Chicago for the second
match of a two-game series, it made perfect sense to get
Mrazek to the Hurricanes’ AHL affiliate, the Chicago Wolves,
for a bit of live game action.

The heightened sense of tracking that Mrazek was exhibiting
at the start of this season was put on display though as he
played large in his net — knocking away with multiple
different parts of his body — and battled through a
tremendous amount of traffic all game and seemed nimble
and quick throughout the crease.
“He was really good,” said Wolves head coach Ryan
Warsofsky after the game. “I thought he was fighting through
traffic, which is something that [Wolves goalie coach Jason
Muzzatti] was interested to see. It’s just hard to emulate in
practice, five guys in front of you or six guys in front of you.
He did a really good job fighting through traffic. I thought his
puck touches were good with playing the puck. He looked
confident. The first goal, you can’t fault him on it. It was a
rebound that goes right to the guy’s stick. The second one, I
don’t think you can do much on either. He was really good
tonight. He looked sharp.”
His glove was active all evening, as was his stick in breaking
up passes and blocking shots seemingly showing no signs of
discomfort or hesitation at all.
“They were coming from everywhere,” Mrazek said about all
the shots he faced. “I felt pretty tired after the second, but I
think I recovered really well.

Mrazek then put together a 43-save performance to help
carry the Wolves to a 5-2 win over an old team of his, the
Grand Rapid Griffins.

After such a long pause, it was good for Mrazek to get back
the feel for live game action. Feeling out the situations and
predicaments that just can’t be replicated in practices.

“I don’t think there’s anything better than facing 45 shots,”
Mrazek said. “That’s a good conditioning game. I’m happy I
could face 45 shots. It’s better than just standing there and
just waiting for every 5-10 minutes.”

“Playing the game and knowing how it feels around the net
when a guy crashes the net, it’s a huge chance to try,”
Mrazek said. “It’s been a long road to this point. I’m happy I
could go and try it and see how it is. If it felt ready or not.”

Rod Brind’Amour had been vocal about how the only
timetable for Mrazek’s return as of late had been waiting for
the Czech netminder to give the green light for himself.

It’s safe to say that Mrazek has been itching to get back into
action with his Carolina Hurricanes teammates, but there is
also something else he is especially looking forward to.

Mrazek said that Don Waddell and Hurricanes’ goalie coach
Paul Schonfelder had talked to him about it last weekend
that if his hand was feeling ready by Thursday, then he
would get a game in with the Wolves.

“I miss the fans so much.”

“I think the first two practices on Tuesday and Wednesday
were the first two practice where I felt real confident with it,”
Mrazek said. “That was the key that I could play today.”

Mrazek may just have a chance to get back in front of some
of those fans as the Hurricanes will be returning to Raleigh
for an eight-game homestand after their game Thursday
against the Chicago Blackhawks.
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Recap: Jesper Fast plays hero as Canes win nailbiter in Chicago
Jesper Fast scored with 29 seconds left in a 4-3 victory for
Carolina.

pulled the puck between his legs and slid it into the net for
his second of the night to make it 3-2.

By Andrew Schnittker

Not three minutes later, however, the Blackhawks tied it
again, as Steven Lorentz lost positioning on Dylan Strome in
the slot, and Strome tipped a Connor Murphy shot past
Reimer to make it a 3-3 game.

The second game of the Hurricanes and Blackhawks’ twogame series was night and day different from the first one.
Jesper Fast scored with 29 seconds left to give Carolina a 43 victory.
On his 25th birthday, Warren Foegele scored two goals for
Carolina, both assisted by Jordan Staal and Nino
Niederreiter as that trio combined for six points. Vincent
Trocheck also scored for the Hurricanes in his second game
back from injury.
With 29 seconds left in the tied game, Fast was the hero for
the Canes, pouncing on the rebound of a Trocheck shot to
give his team a 4-3 lead.
Chicago had nearly taken a lead of its own directly before the
Fast goal, but James Reimer came up massive and stopped
Dominik Kubalik off a leading pass from Patrick Kane.

Unlike in Tuesday’s game, the Hurricanes managed to jump
out in front of this one as Trocheck continued to fail to miss a
beat in his second game back from an eight-game absence.
The Canes’ second-line center took a cross-ice pass from
Dougie Hamilton and sniped a shot bar down to make it 1-0.
It’s not a technical “point streak” with the games missed, but
Trocheck has now recorded at least a point in each of his
last eight games played, with five goals and 10 points in that
span.
Carolina once again carried play in the opening frame,
outshooting Chicago 13-3, but, unlike Tuesday, made good
on it by taking a lead to the locker room this time.

The Fast goal wrapped a wild, back-and-forth, four-goal third
period.

There was a dicey moment early in the second as Reimer
was caught out of the crease, but Jake Bean made a goalsaving block to keep the Canes in front.

Following a poor finish to the second period, the Canes
continued to trend in the wrong direction early in the third,
continually getting hemmed in their own zone. It cost them
with 14:14 left to play, as Kirby Dach threw a backhand feed
through the crease that deflected off two Canes and to
Brandon Hagel, who tapped it in to tie the game.

The Canes doubled their lead with a fortuitous bounce, as
Fogele, celebrating his birthday, attempted to throw a puck to
Nino Niederreiter in front that deflected off Duncan Keith and
in to give Foegele his seventh of the year and the Hurricanes
a 2-0 lead.

The tie did not last long, however. Just 1:08, in fact. The line
of Staal, Foegele and Niederreiter continued its strong play,
as Foegele corralled a Niederreiter shot off the end boards,

Chicago got one back late in the second period, as Dominik
Kubalik, despite Jaccob Slavin having pretty good position
on him, found a way to beat Reimer stick side with a
bouncing puck that deflected off Slavin’s stick and in.
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Fast, Staal, Foegele on win in Chicago
Rod Brind’Amour, Jesper Fast, Jordan Staal and Warren
Foegele spoke to the media after Thursday night’s 4-3 win in
Chicago.
By Andrew Schnittker and Ryan Henkel
The Carolina Hurricanes won a wild one Thursday night,
picking up a 4-3 victory in Chicago thanks to a late game
winner from Jesper Fast and two tallies from Warren Foegele
on his birthday.
Fast, Foegele, Jordan Staal and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to
the media after the win, here’s a full breakdown of everything
they had to say:
Rod Brind’Amour
On the Hurricanes finding a way to win: I thought we had
another great first period. I thought we came ready to go. I
thought that was good. And then really the game was in
control until we made a little bit of a bad gaffe, and then all of
the sudden they get one. Then all of the sudden everything
kind of flipped and they got a little life. You could see that
definitely put us on our heels a little bit. A couple of their
power plays all of the sudden got them going. It was just
some weird bounces for both teams for goals, just not a lot
going on either way for both teams. I don’t think it was poor,
it just wasn’t great. But I liked the fact that when we had
things happen, we just keep playing. That’s good for our
guys.
On Jesper Fast’s game winner: It was kind of heading that
way for really both teams. You kind of felt like it was going to
have to be a goal like that, a grinder goal. We weren’t getting
a lot of traction, really off the rush or anything. Really, the
winning goal starts with winning a faceoff in our end, and
then [Vincent Trocheck] makes a nice little play to get a little
rush opportunity, but you had to drive the net. Get in the
greasy areas, which [Fast] did, and we got rewarded for it.
On Warren Foegele: When he’s on, he’s hard to handle. He’s
hard to play against. That’s really it, in a nutshell. He’s got a
lot of speed and can create chaos for us and on the other
team. He puts a lot of stress on the other team with the puck
pressure he can put on.
On winning a game like this: I think anytime you put a win in
that you’re not playing your best is a big deal, because you
need the points. We’re not going to remember this game
once we get home and focus on the next one, because they
come so fast. We’ll put points on the board, especially after a
loss, to come back, ‘OK, we can reset here and get going.’
Does it help us later on when we get in these situations
where we’re not playing good? I think we’ve already
established that our guys bounce back pretty well, so it’s two
points, we’ll move on.
On how this game compares to Tuesday’s, which he
characterized as a gross and weird game: Pretty much
identical. It was just weird. Not a lot happening. It’s weird.
We’ve had two games with one power play. That hurts our
offensive guys. You want to get in the flow. Sometimes the
touches on the power play can kind of get you moving in the
right direction. We had none of that in the last two games,
which also hurts on the offensive side of things, obviously.

But it was not what I expected out of these two games with
the style of play.
On Petr Mrazek’s conditioning stint: I watched part of it
today. But I haven’t talked to him or seen him yet. But I heard
he had a good game, so that’s good.
Jesper Fast
On finding ways to win: You always want to bounce back
right away. It was very important for us to get back and get
two points. Happy with that.
On Vincent Trocheck: It’s very fun to play with him. He’s a
good skater, good with the puck and he’s very important to
this team. He takes important faceoffs too. He really is a big
part of this team and he seems like he hasn’t missed a beat
after being out for a while.
On his game-winning goal: We just tried to keep it simple off
the faceoff. Luckily I got the puck along the board there. I
heard Trocheck yelling to come with good speed so I just
tried to give it to him and get to the net. Got a bit of a weird
bounce and I almost missed the puck too, but I was lucky it
went post and in. Very happy with that.
Warren Foegele
On any past history of success on his birthday: Pretty sure I
signed my first NHL contract on my birthday at midnight. I
guess that’s the one that sticks in my head the most, but it
was nice to get a couple, but more than happy that we got
the two points and now we get to head back home.
On his line: You got three big bodies that can skate and get
to the net and I think that was one of our strengths. Each of
us is willing to go to the net. We played a little bit together
last year and had some success, but we were keeping it
simple and when you keep it simple, you get those bounces
and good things happen.
On Jesper Fast: It’s nice to see someone get rewarded for
doing all the little things that make the team successful. He’s
working hard out there and keeping plays in and giving
space to the skill guys. Sometimes he doesn’t get recognized
for that, but the team, we recognize that so it’s pretty
awesome to see him get that one in and get rewarded.
On if he knew the first goal was his: No. I was just trying to
get it to Nino there and in the huddle he was like, “It’s you!
That’s you!” so I was like, “Yeah, I’ll take it.” Just trying to
throw pucks at the net and it’s funny how this game works.
Sometimes there’s goals that should go in and sometimes
there’s some where you get the bounce. Just keep it simple
and play hard and sometimes you’ll get those bounces.
On if the second one was his first from between the legs: In
the NHL probably, but I don’t know.
Jordan Staal
On Warren Foegele: Big birthday boy today. Had a great
game. When he’s on, he obviously has all the tools. He can
skate well, he’s got good mitts and when he’s going that
hard, he gets it done. He’s a fun player to play with on this
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team. He brings energy, he’s got legs and he had a big night
for our team tonight.
On Jesper Fast: He’s a guy that fits our mold in the way we
want to play. He’s just an absolute workhorse. Every shift
you see him and he’s never going to quit on a puck. He’s
always going to be working. It may not always work out for
him, but you know he’s going to give it his all. It’s great to
see him get a big goal for us. He’s played well for us down
the stretch here and done a lot of things under the radar that
we appreciate as players and I’m sure as coaches.

On the message throughout the game: They’re a team that is
opportunistic. They find ways to put the puck into the net
quick. I think we had a little lull in our second period. We
wanted to make our third our best here and I think we played
pretty solid and kind of stuck with it. Every time we had a bad
bounce, we kept moving forward and tried to get that next
one. Guys kind of stuck with it tonight. There were some
weird bounces and stuff happening, but we were happy that
we came out on top.

Mrazek, Wolves reject Griffins
Wolves win fifth game in a row as Petr Mrazek stops 43
shots

goals 55 seconds apart midway through the first to seize the
lead for good.

Loaned to Chicago earlier in the day for a conditioning stint,
goaltender Petr Mrazek stopped 43 shots to backstop the
Chicago Wolves to a 5-2 victory over the Grand Rapids
Griffins Thursday afternoon at the Wolves Training Facility.

Allard knotted the score with a blast from the high slot at 9:37
that was set up by 19-year-old rookie Luke Evangelista, who
earned his first professional point.

Forward Anthony Richard produced two goals in the final
eight minutes while defensemen Frederic Allard and David
Warsofsky and forward Tanner Jeannot also scored for the
Wolves (13-2-0-1), who extended their winning streak to five
games and took a nine-point lead over Grand Rapids (8-5-20) in the Central Division standings.

Then the Griffins’ Riley Barber was ticketed for running into
Mrazek — and the Wolves needed just nine seconds to spin
that power play into gold. Warsofsky accepted a Phil
Tomasino pass at the point, sized up the defense and issued
a rocket that ricocheted off goaltender Kevin Boyle’s pads,
soared three feet above the crossbar and came down behind
Boyle in the net at 10:32.

The 29-year-old Mrazek played his first game since Jan. 30,
when he injured his right thumb playing for the Carolina
Hurricanes. His first American Hockey League appearance
since March 6, 2015 — when he played for Grand Rapids.

Chicago grabbed a 3-1 lead when Tomasino centered a pass
from the right boards directly to Jeannot at the edge of the
crease, but Grand Rapids answered with Barber’s blast two
seconds after a power play ended.

“He was really good,” said Wolves head coach Ryan
Warsofsky. “I think he was fighting through traffic, which is
something that his goalie coach was interested to see. I think
he did a good job because it’s hard to emulate in practice —
five or six guys in front of you.”

While the Griffins kept piling up shots, Richard posted a pair
of insurance goals for the Wolves. He drilled a goal from the
left faceoff circle one second after a power play ended, then
added an empty-net goal with 25 seconds to play.

“I don’t think there’s anything better than facing 45 shots,”
Mrazek said. “It’s a good conditioning game.”
Grand Rapids popped on top 2:56 into the game when
veteran forward Turner Elson deposited a weak-side
rebound into the net. The Wolves responded with a pair of

Boyle (4-2-1) finished with 22 saves for the Griffins.
The Wolves face their archrival, the Rockford IceHogs, in
their next two games. The Wolves host the IceHogs at 7 p.m.
Saturday in Hoffman Estates before traveling to Rockford at
6 p.m. Wednesday.
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Hurricanes' Mrazek joins Wolves, makes 43 saves in win
Loaned to the team earlier in the day for a conditioning stint,
goaltender Petr Mrazek stopped 43 shots Thursday to
backstop the Wolves to a 5-2 victory over the Grand Rapids
Griffins at the Wolves Training Facility in Hoffman Estates.
Forward Anthony Richard scored 2 goals in the final eight
minutes while defensemen Frederic Allard and David
Warsofsky and forward Tanner Jeannot also scored for the
Wolves (13-2-0-1), who extended their winning streak to five
games and took a 9-point lead over Grand Rapids (8-5-2-0)
in the Central Division standings.
The 29-year-old Mrazek played his first game since Jan. 30,
when he injured his right thumb playing for the Carolina
Hurricanes. Thursday was his first American Hockey League

appearance since March 6, 2015, when he played for Grand
Rapids.
"He was really good," said Wolves head coach Ryan
Warsofsky. "I think he was fighting through traffic, which is
something that his goalie coach was interested to see. I think
he did a good job because it's hard to emulate in practice -five or six guys in front of you."
"I don't think there's anything better than facing 45 shots,"
Mrazek said. "It's a good conditioning game."
The Wolves face their archrival, the Rockford IceHogs, in
their next two games. The Wolves host the IceHogs at 7 p.m.
Saturday in Hoffman Estates before traveling to Rockford at
6 p.m. Wednesday.
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https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/04/01/mrazek-wolves-reject-griffins/
https://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20210401/hurricanes-mrazek-joins-wolves-makes-43-saves-in-win

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 2, 2021

1186354

Carolina Hurricanes

Fast’s late goal gives Carolina Hurricanes 4-3 victory over Chicago
Blackhawks

BY CHIP ALEXANDER

It was a big day for the “birthday boy,” as Jordan Staal called him, and for
the player known as “Quickie” on the Carolina Hurricanes.
Warren Foegele scored twice on his 25th birthday Thursday as the
Canes squeezed past the Chicago Blackhawks 4-3 at the United Center.
The winger had plenty to celebrate on the plane ride home.
So did Jesper Fast. With the score tied 3-3 and the game seemingly
headed to overtime with a half-minute left in regulation, Fast knocked the
rebound of a Vincent Trocheck shot past goalie Kevin Lankinen with 28.9
seconds remaining in the third period.
Call it sudden victory for the Canes (24-8-3), who headed back to
Raleigh for an eight-game homestand. As Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour
rather coolly put it, “It’s two points. We’ll move on.”
Fast’s goal was a collective gut-punch for the Blackhawks (17-16-5), who
are fighting for playoff position in the Central Division. The ‘Hawks trailed
2-0 in the second period and 3-2 in the third after Foegele’s second goal
but were seconds away from at least one point and possibly two before
Fast delivered the crusher.
Foegele’s two goals gave the fast, slightly rambunctious winger eight for
the season. It was productive night for his line as Staal and Nino
Niederreiter each picked up a pair of assists on the goals.
“When he’s on he’s hard to handle, he’s hard to play against,”
Brind’Amour said. “That’s really it in a nutshell. He’s got a lot of speed
and can create chaos for us on the other team. He puts a lot of stress on
the other team.”
Foegele said his biggest hockey thrill on his birthday before Thursday
was signing his first NHL contract. But he probably topped that by
winging a shot toward the net in the second period that hit defenseman
Duncan Keith and got through Lankinen, then a third-period goal scored
68 seconds after Brandon Hagel had tied it 2-2 for Chicago when
Foegele went between his legs with the shot.
“Big birthday boy tonight had a great game,” Staal said. “When he’s on,
he’s got all the tools. He can skate well, he’s got good mitts. He got it
done tonight. He’s a fun player to play with. He brings energy”

On a day when goalie Alex Nedeljkovic was named the NHL rookie of the
month for March, James Reimer got the start for the Canes and battled
his way to his 14th win with 22 saves. His biggest stop came with 41
seconds left in regulation on a shot by Dominik Kubalik, who had scored
once and was after a go-ahead goal.
The Canes were beaten 2-1 by the Blackhawks on Tuesday in a game
Brind’Amour described as “kind of gross.”
And Thursday’s second game with Chicago?
“Pretty much identical,” he said. “It was just weird. Not a lot happening. ...
It’s not what I expected out of these two games, the styles played.”
MRAZEK GETS A GAME WITH WOLVES
The Hurricanes played two goalies Thursday in Chicago but not both
against the Blackhawks.
While Reimer was the starting goalie at the United Center, Petr Mrazek
got in an afternoon game for the Chicago Wolves, the Canes’ AHL
affiliate.
The Canes assigned Mrazek, who has been sidelined since Jan. 30, to
the Wolves on a conditioning stint, allowing him to play against the Grand
Rapids Griffins. Mrazek faced 45 shots, 23 in the second period, in a 5-2
victory.
“I don’t think there’s anything better than facing 45 shots,” Mrazek said
on a media call. “That’s a good conditioning game. It has been eight
weeks since I played a game, so I was very happy I could see action and
see the puck and fight through traffic and battle hard. It was positive.
“It’s been a long road to this point. I’m happy I could go and try and it and
see if it feels ready or not.”
Mrazek dislocated his right thumb in a collision with Canes forward Max
McCormick in the Jan. 30 game against Dallas. He had surgery and has
missed the past 29 games, although he has practiced a few times with
the Canes.
“We just want to take it day by day here,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour
said Thursday morning. “Obviously, with him being out as long as he
had, it’d be tough to just say, ‘Hey, let’s throw you into an NHL game not
knowing how you feel.’ Because there’s still obviously a little question
mark in his mind.
“This hopefully alleviates that. No pressure on the result type of thing. It’s
get in there, feel comfortable and we’ll see what he says after the game,
where he feels he’s at. We’ll make decisions after that.
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Trocheck, in his second game since returning from an injury, scored the
Canes’ first goal in the opening period and then had the assist on the
Fast goal. His shot glanced off defenseman Calvin de Haan, off
Lankinen’s pad and into the slot to Fast.

Hurricanes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic named NHL Rookie of the Month

“He seems like he hasn’t missed a beat after being out,” Fast said of
Trocheck.

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 2, 2021
Carolina Hurricanes’ goalie Alex Nedeljkovic (38) stop an early shot on
goal by Columbus in the first period on Thursday, March 18,, 2021 at
PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C.

“He’s looking more and more like an NHL’er for me,” Brind’Amour said
Wednesday on his media call, “He’s big, strong and can skate. Now it’s
just a matter of understanding the NHL game a little bit.

The NHL confirmed on Thursday what Carolina Hurricanes fans have
known and seen for themselves for the past month: Alex Nedeljkovic is
pretty good at this hockey thing.

“I think he’s still got a ways to learn but we like the kid, obviously. He fits
what we’re all about. He comes to the rink every day and makes
everybody around him better. It’s a positive story there.”

The NHL on Thursday named Nedeljkovic, the Canes rookie keeper, its
Rookie of the Month for March.

That’s the ultimate praise from Brind’Amour: “Fits what we’re all about.”
That means Lorentz, a former seventh-round draft pick by Carolina, is
giving the kind of effort and doing the things that Brind’Amour demands
and expects.

The 25-year-old goalie debuted this season after an injury to Petr Mrazek
necessitated the addition of a second goalie behind regular backup
James Reimer. He quickly became the featured played in the Canes
crease, going 6-1-1 in March with a 1.85 goals-against average, .934
save percentage and one shutout.
He has posted an overall record of 8-3-2 with a 2.05 goals-against
average, .927 save percentage and two shutouts in 13 games this
season.
Among rookie NHL goaltenders, Nedeljkovic ranks first in goals-against
average and save percentage, and he is tied for first in shutouts. In 19
career NHL appearances with the Hurricanes, Nedeljkovic has earned a
10-5-3 record, 2.19 goals-against average, .921 save percentage and
two shutouts.
More importantly for the team than his numbers, though, Nedeljkovic has
helped solidify the Hurricanes’ back end as they chase the defending
Stanley Cup Champion Tampa Bay Lightning and the Florida Panthers
for the Central Division lead.
It’s also escalated the talk around the league that the Canes may be
looking to deal one of their goaltenders before this season’s trade
deadline.
Being an award-winning goaltender is nothing new for Nedeljkovic. He
won the Bastien Memorial Award as the AHL’s most outstanding
goaltender during the 2018-19 season with the Charlotte Checkers after
posting a 34-9-5 record with four shutouts, a 2.26 goals-against average
and a .916 save percentage. During the Checkers’ Calder Cup
championship run in 2019, he earned a 10-4 record, 2.34 goals-against
average, .916 save percentage and one shutout. Nedeljkovic registered
an 88-45-11 record, 2.57 goals-against average, .904 save percentage
and 14 shutouts in 153 career AHL games with Charlotte.
The Parma, Ohio, native was drafted by the Hurricanes in the second
round, 37th overall, in the 2014 NHL Draft.
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Steven Lorentz is a Canes rookie. But he’s ‘looking more and more like
an NHL’er.’

BY CHIP ALEXANDER APRIL 01, 2021 10:24 AM

It was barely three minutes into the game and Steven Lorentz of the
Carolina Hurricanes was on the move.
The forward carried the puck through the neutral zone, dipping his left
shoulder as he crossed the Chicago blue line to make defenseman
Calvin de Haan hedge to the inside. Lorentz quickly went back to his right
and wide around de Haan, powering his way to the top of the crease for a
shot against goalie Kevin Lankinen.
Nice move. No goal, but a nice move. And another good moment for a
rookie trying to keep making a favorable impression on his head coach,
Rod Brind’Amour.

There have been mistakes. Lorentz, playing on the fourth line, has been
in some tights spots in the defensive zone and his line has given up
some goals in his 23 games this season. But the 6-4, 206-pound center
has made some good D-zone plays and turned in physical forechecking
shifts, too.
“I’ve learned so much,” Lorentz said Wednesday. “There are a lot of little
things that separate an AHL player from an NHL player. It’s little things
like showing up at the rink and doing things consistently day-in and dayout, especially when some days when your body just may not be up for it.
Especially this season like this when it’s tough, when you’re pretty much
playing every other day, you have to find that motivation, that drive to get
up and do those little things right every single day and we’ve obviously
done a good job of that so far.
“It’s a weird year, different for everybody, but I think our team has done a
good job coming to the rink every day with a good mindset. And you
learn from guys, the veterans you kind on lean on for guidance
sometimes.”
FILLING IN DURING COVID PROTOCOL
Against the Blackhawks, Lorentz had 10 shifts in what would be a 2-1
loss to the Blackhawks. He is expected to be in the lineup Thursday
when the Canes (23-8-3) and ‘Hawks (17-15-5) complete their two-game
Central Division set.
“First period, he had a couple of good chances and I think he’s getting
better every night,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s a real pleasant surprise
right there.”
Lorentz, who turns 25 on April 13, wasn’t sure how many games he
might play when he was first placed in the lineup on Jan. 28 against
Tampa Bay. The Canes had players on the COVID-19 protocol list and
he was needed, being called off the taxi squad. He also was ready.
Then, Teuvo Teravainen came off the COVID list and suffered a
concussion. Center Vincent Trocheck went out with an injury. Lorentz
played more games.
Lorentz earned his first NHL point in his second game, against Dallas,
then got his first NHL goal on March 2 in a 4-2 road win over Nashville.
Collecting a rebound in the slot, he quickly top-shelfed a shot past Pekka
Rinne for what proved to be the game-winning goal.
Cedric Paquette and Jordan Martinook earned assists on the play, and
the line was together again Tuesday in Chicago, again with a simple
mindset for their ice time -- “Create energy and not get too fancy,”
Lorentz said.
Paquette and Martinook both have played more than 400 games in the
NHL. They’ve done their part to help and support Lorentz, who was in the
AHL with the Charlotte Checkers last season, navigate his way through a
first NHL season.
Jordan Staal, the team captain, will soon be playing No. 1,000. That
number is hard for Lorentz to grasp as he goes into his 24th.
“Every day in this league is a blessing,” Lorentz said, smiling. “I’ve only
played a handful and hopefully I can get up there to a thousand some
day. That would be a dream come true. But one game at a time.”
GOALIE PETR MRAZEK TO THE WOLVES
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The Canes on Thursday assigned goalie Petr Mrazek to the Chicago
Wolves of the AHL for a conditioning stint. Mrazek suffered a dislocated
right thumb, underwent surgery and has played four games this season
for the Canes.
Mrazek was expected to play in the Wolves game Thursday afternoon
against Grand Rapids and return with the Canes to Raleigh after their
game against the Blackhawks.
CAROLINA HURRICANES AT CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS
When: Thursday. 8 p.m.
Where: United Center, Chicago
WATCH: NBCSN
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Anton Khudobin’s stellar streak in Nashville continues as Stars’
goaltender shuts down Predators

By Matthew DeFranks11:06 PM on Apr 1, 2021 CDT — Updated at
11:09 PM on Apr 1, 2021 CDT

There’s something about Anton Khudobin playing at Bridgestone Arena,
but no one knows exactly what it is.
Khudobin submitted another strong performance in Nashville during a 4-1
win over the Predators on Thursday night, making 21 saves, including
two big ones on Ryan Johansen on the power play and a shorthanded
Erik Haula.
In seven games in Nashville as a Dallas Star, Khudobin is 4-1-2 with a
.952 save percentage and 1.58 goals against average.
“To be honest, I don’t know,” Khudobin said. “I try to play against every
opponent as good as possible. I don’t know why it’s like that against
Nashville.”
After Jake Oettinger started four straight games in mid-March, Khudobin
has now manned the crease in six of the last eight games for Dallas. He
is 2-1-3 in those games.
“This league, and I’ve said this before, you’re not making the playoffs
right now in this league today without really, really good goaltending,”
Stars coach Rick Bowness said. “Average goaltending, you will not make
the playoffs. Dobby has given us superb goaltending the last couple
games.”

“We’d still like to see us block more shots. We’d still like to see us win
more faceoffs. We’d still like to see us bear down on the opportunity to
put the puck 200 feet from our net. All that being said, there needs to be
a lot more consistency with everything we’re doing. Are we getting better
in certain areas? Yeah, but we need to be a lot more consistent at it.”
First fight: Stars rookie forward Ty Dellandrea got in the first fight of his
NHL career on Thursday, taking on Predators forward Luke Kunin in the
last 10 seconds of the game. Dellandrea is often caught in scrums after
whistles, but had not previously dropped the gloves.
“He plays the game hard, he plays the game the right way,” Stars captain
Jamie Benn said. “I don’t think guys are going after him. It’s more him
going after them.”
Oleksiak’s busy night: Defenseman Jamie Oleksiak played a career-high
27:32 on Thursday night. He had never played more than 24 minutes in a
regular-season game.
He was also very productive during his ice time. When he was on the ice,
the Stars had more shot attempts (30-12), shots on goal (18-8), scoring
chances (16-5) and expected goals (1.08-0.47), according to Natural Stat
Trick.
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Dallas’ offensive Stars shine bright in dominant 4-1 win over Predators
snapping three-game losing skid

By Matthew DeFranks10:11 PM on Apr 1, 2021 CDT — Updated at
10:14 PM on Apr 1, 2021 CDT

For one night, the Stars’ offensive weapons all fired.
During a 4-1 win over Nashville on Thursday night, Dallas received
contributions from its five most-productive forwards: Roope Hintz, Joe
Pavelski, Jason Robertson, Jamie Benn and Denis Gurianov. Each one
recorded at least one point against the Predators, and it was just the
second time this season all five found the scoresheet in the same game.
The win snapped a three-game losing streak (though two of them came
in overtime) for the Stars and improved their record to 12-12-10 with 22
games remaining. Dallas is five points behind Nashville for fourth place in
the Central Division with four games in hand.
“Any win feels good right now,” Benn said. “We got a lot of good efforts
out there from every player that played in that game [Thursday]. Take
that two points and enjoy it and move on.”

Perfect PK: The Stars penalty kill went 3 for 3 on Thursday night, the first
time since March 6 that it did not allow a power play goal when forced to
kill at least three penalties. Seven of Nashville’s 22 shots came on the
power play.

Goaltender Anton Khudobin made 21 saves, including a pair of
mammoth ones to deny Nashville at key junctures: first on Ryan
Johansen on an early power play, and then on Erik Haula during a
second-period short-handed rush.

“We just tried to be more aggressive,” defenseman Esa Lindell said. “We
won some faceoffs so they had to break out and that obviously kills some
time. We got good saves from Dobby, too.”

Esa Lindell, Robertson, Benn and Miro Heiskanen scored goals. For
Benn, his third-period goal that clanked off his heel snapped an eightgame goal-less drought and was the captain’s first power-play goal of the
season.

The Stars won all three faceoffs that began the power plays and killed
penalties and killed a pair of penalties after defenseman Joel Hanley left
the game with a lower-body injury.

In a game that the Stars needed two points to escape Music City within
striking distance of a playoff spot, their best players showed up.

Entering the game, the Stars PK was killing 76% of penalties, the low
mark of the season for Dallas.

“We had to beat Nashville,” Stars coach Rick Bowness said. “We couldn’t
fall any further behind than we were.”

“I think we’ve been doing a better job pressuring their entries,” Bowness
said before the game. “I think we’ve been doing a better job to try to cut
the ice in half. I think we’ve been doing a better job protecting seams.

Hintz was explosive again, setting up Robertson’s goal with a breezy
rush through the neutral zone before spotting the rookie on the back
door. Hintz has been the team’s best all-around forward when he’s in the
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lineup, but the problem has been keeping him in the lineup because of a
nagging lower-body injury.

turnover vs. Nashville on Tuesday night. On Wednesday, he watched the
play during the team’s video session.

Thursday could have been a turning point for Hintz. It was the first time
since Feb. 22 that Hintz played in three straight games, and he now has
14 points in his last 11 games. In the previous seven games without
Hintz, the Stars were 0-2-5.

“That shift in overtime, that was tough to watch,” Gurianov said. “Yeah, I
made a mistake. I’m going to learn from it and I’m going to grow and I’m
going to move forward.”

“I don’t think he’s surprising any of us anymore,” Lindell said. “We on the
team know how good he is and how good he can be.”
Pavelski and Robertson have produced all season. But the more
meaningful goal came in third period from Gurianov to Benn.

Gurianov’s error was noticeable because it immediately turned into a
game-winning goal for Nashville, but he is not wholly to blame for the
loss at all. The Stars were outplayed in the third period by Nashville,
throwing away two solid periods of work. Esa Lindell’s third-period
giveaway almost resulted in Calle Jarnkrok winning the game for the
Predators.

Benn and Gurianov have been struggling. With Tyler Seguin and
Alexander Radulov hurt, the Stars needed more from the player who led
them in goals in 2019-20 (Gurianov) and the one who finished second
(Benn). They were put on the same line together and combined for a goal
off Benn’s boot Thursday.

During games in the past week against Florida, Jamie Benn and Miro
Heiskanen each had turnovers that resulted in Panthers goals. Gurianov
is not the only Stars player making mistakes. His just happened to be the
most recent example.

“We’ve played a few games together now,” Benn said. “We’re working
through it. I’m not exactly hot myself. So try to stay positive with each
other. Try and do what we can for this team, and it’s nice to contribute
[Thursday] for sure.”

Despite his slump, Gurianov has been one of the team’s most dangerous
offensive weapons recently. Since March 18, he is top three among Stars
forwards at 5 on 5 in shot attempts (27), shots on goal (19) and expected
goals (1.46). He had a goal Saturday vs. Florida and an assist Tuesday
at Nashville.

Gurianov is mired in a scoring slump (two goals in his last 27 games) and
committed a costly overtime turnover Tuesday vs. Nashville. On
Wednesday, he watched the play during the team’s video session.

Signs that he is coming out of his rut are there, but the results have not
wholly followed.

“That shift in overtime, that was tough to watch,” Gurianov said
Wednesday. “Yeah, I made a mistake. I’m going to learn from it.”
Despite his slump, Gurianov has been one of the team’s most dangerous
offensive weapons recently. Since March 18, he was top three among
Stars forwards at 5 on 5 in shot attempts (27), shots on goal (19) and
expected goals (1.46). He had a goal Saturday vs. Florida and an assist
Tuesday at Nashville.
Another signing: The Stars signed college free agent goaltender Adam
Scheel to a two-year, entry-level contract Thursday night. Scheel will
report to AHL affiliate Texas on an amateur tryout the rest of the season,
meaning his contract will begin with the 2021-22 season.
Scheel played college hockey at North Dakota and is the second player
from the program Dallas has signed in as many days. On Wednesday,
the Stars signed UND captain Jordan Kawaguchi.
Scheel had a .931 save percentage and 1.74 goals-against average in
his junior season. Scheel figures to play a role with Texas next season,
as Landon Bow and Colton Point are restricted free agents and Anton
Khudobin could be lost in the expansion draft. That could leave Ben
Bishop, Jake Oettinger and Scheel as the only goalies under contract in
the organization.
Briefly: Stars defenseman Joel Hanley left Thursday’s game with a lowerbody injury, with his last shift coming with 4:59 left in the first period.
Bowness did not provide an update on Hanley after the game.

“He’ll learn from it,” Stars coach Rick Bowness said after practice
Wednesday. “You just have to keep encouraging him and you have to
keep working with him on the deficiencies of his game that’s holding him
back a little bit. His play without the puck still has to get a lot better. If
you’re not scoring and you’re hurting the team defensively, then that’s an
issue.
“If the same mistakes are happening over and over and over again, then
you’ve got an issue. We’re not seeing that, and he is hard on himself.
When you’re dealing with a kid like Denis, your words are important, but
also your tone of words is important. I had a good talk with him
[Wednesday], just keep encouraging him.”
Already without Tyler Seguin and Alexander Radulov, and with Roope
Hintz shuffling in and out of the lineup, the Stars need more from
Gurianov and Benn. The offense has been mostly reliant on contributions
from Joe Pavelski, Jason Robertson, Miro Heiskanen and John
Klingberg.
Gurianov said he sometimes watches clips from last season — when he
scored 20 goals — to remind himself “that I can do it this year, too.”
“When it’s game day, I just come in the locker room and I know it’s a new
day, it’s a new game,” Gurianov said. “What happened yesterday,
happened yesterday. Bad things happen, but we got to go through it and
focus on the new game.”
Briefly: Bowness said Anton Khudobin will start in goal Thursday vs.
Nashville.
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Denis Gurianov isn’t the only Stars player making mistakes, he’s just the
most recent example

Why are the Dallas Stars struggling so much in overtime this season?
Analyzing the factors

By Matthew DeFranks 12:50 PM on Apr 1, 2021 CDT

By Matthew DeFranks 8:00 AM on Apr 1, 2021 CDT

The Stars are hoping Denis Gurianov is turning a corner.

If the Stars were an average team in overtimes and shootouts, they
would hold a playoff spot in the Central Division.

Gurianov, who led the team in goals last season, is mired in a scoring
slump (two goals in his last 26 games) and committed a costly overtime
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But instead, the Stars are 2-10 in games that extend past regulation,
leaving a massive hole in their record that includes just 11 wins in the
season’s first 33 games. As a result, the Stars are behind Chicago,
Nashville and Columbus in points percentage. By points, Dallas is seven
points behind the Predators with four games in hand.

Jamie Benn

5

2

71.4%

Joe Pavelski

4

4

50%

Roope Hintz

4

4

50%

Jason Dickinson

1

2

33.3%

Radek Faksa

2

7

22.2%

Let’s start at the start.

Blake Comeau

0

1

0%

Starting overtime

Is winning more faceoffs a panacea for overtime woes? Not at all. But
can more faceoff wins lead to more possession and incrementally help?
Absolutely, every little bit helps.

So what’s going on with the Stars in overtime? Why have they struggled
so much?

The greatest lever Stars coach Rick Bowness can pull during overtime is
who gets on the ice, and it’s most noticeable at the start of the fiveminute extra session. When a lost faceoff means lost possession, and a
lost possession could mean giving up a game-winning goal, who is on
the ice to start overtime is paramount since, theoretically, the game could
be over before the next change.
Bowness has started 10 different players in the team’s 12 overtimes this
season: Miro Heiskanen (10), Jason Dickinson (6), Radek Faksa (6),
Jason Robertson (4), Roope Hintz (4), Esa Lindell (2), Denis Gurianov
(1), Ty Dellandrea (1), Blake Comeau (1) and Joel Kiviranta (1).
On Wednesday afternoon, Bowness said he factors in which players are
the most rested when deciding who goes out for the faceoff at center ice.
During Tuesday’s overtime loss in Nashville, he started Hintz, Robertson
and Heiskanen.
In the last four games Hintz has been available, Bowness has started
him in overtime.
“He’s our best forward and we’re going into overtime, we’re going out to
win,” Bowness said. “Starting them last night was easy.”
The issue, of course, is that Hintz’s status changes from game to game
as he deals with a nagging lower-body injury that might possibly require
surgery to fully repair. He hasn’t played three straight games in more
than a month, and he’s missed in overtime, when 3 on 3 creates open
ice.
When Hintz has been available, Bowness has tried to use him as much
as possible. No player averages more overtime shifts than Hintz (2.33)
and only one Stars forward averages more OT ice time than Hintz (1:18).
Every now and then, there will be games where Bowness throws a headscratcher in to start OT: Dellandrea on Jan. 26, Kiviranta on Feb. 9 or
Blake Comeau on March 16. But it seems like Bowness has fallen into
starting Hintz and Robertson (started four of the last five OTs) when he
can. Heiskanen is a near-lock to be on the ice to start OT.
Bowness has also had a left-handed center take the opening faceoff in all
12 overtimes this season. You can blame arena layouts — in part — for
that. At the American Airlines Center, the OT faceoff is on the strong side
for Stars left-handers. Same is true for visitors in Columbus and
Nashville.
So in order to give the Stars the best chance at the first possession,
Bowness goes to left-handed centers like Faksa (57.4%), Hintz (47.4%)
and Dickinson (47.2%). Which brings us to the next point. …

Who else gets on the ice?
Heiskanen leads all Stars with 22:43 of ice time in overtime and John
Klingberg is behind him at 18:46. After that, Dallas’ depth gets exposed
and it’s less of a “Which option goes on the ice?” and more of a “Get
whatever options we have on the ice.”
Player

Avg TOI

Avg shifts

Miro Heiskanen

Total TOI Total shifts
22:43

24

1:54

2.00

John Klingberg

18:46

18

1:42

1.64

Jamie Benn

15:55

21

1:27

1.91

Joe Pavelski

14:56

15

1:15

1.25

Jason Dickinson

14:02

19

1:10

1.58

Denis Gurianov

12:54

19

1:04

1.58

Radek Faksa

11:44

17

0:59

1.42

Jason Robertson

8:57

12

0:54

1.20

Esa Lindell

8:13

11

0:41

0.92

Roope Hintz

7:45

14

1:18

2.33

Tyler Seguin has been hurt all year. Hintz has been in and out of the
lineup. Alexander Radulov has played three times since Feb. 4. Benn
has been in a two-month slump that includes failing to finish in overtime.
Gurianov is mired in a similar slump that was punctuated by Tuesday
night’s overtime giveaway in Nashville.
On a fully functioning Stars team, Dickinson in perhaps the eighth or
ninth best option among Stars forwards. Instead, he’s fifth on the Stars in
overtime ice time.
Bowness has already shown he wants to get Hintz and Robertson on the
ice more often recently. That’s positive. Perhaps Pavelski should receive
more than 1.25 shifts per overtime while Benn (1.91), Dickinson (1.58)
and Faksa (1.42) each average more than him. And even with his gaffe
on Tuesday night, Gurianov’s speed still represents one of the greatest
weapons in 3 on 3 that the Stars have. By total ice time, he plays less
than Dickinson.
The raw data

Winning faceoffs

We know the Stars are 2-10 in overtimes and shootouts, but what about
the shot and scoring chance data?

The Stars are 5-7 in the opening faceoff and 16-26 overall on faceoffs in
overtime. Faceoffs at 5 on 5 are generally overrated, but are hugely
important in a possession game like overtime. The team that won the
opening faceoff had the first shot attempt of overtime in nine of the 12
games.

According to Natural Stat Trick, in 47:57 of overtime hockey, the Stars
are about even in both shot attempts (trail 45-43) and shots on goal (trail
27-24), but have been outscored 5-1. That suggests some unluckiness
— or the quality of shots are poor.

On Tuesday, Hintz lost the opening faceoff and the Predators turned that
into a scoring chance by Mattias Ekholm. Here are the Stars’ individual
faceoff numbers this season:

“For the most part, the chances for and against in overtime have been
even,” Bowness said. “We just haven’t capitalized on ours. [Tuesday]
night, we were outplayed in overtime, clearly, but that one was the first
one that we would say we didn’t get the job done.”

Player

Faceoffs Won

Faceoffs Lost

Percentage

Shot quality data can be haphazard in normal play since it fails to
account for screened shots or side to side passes. In 3 on 3, a game that
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relies on odd-man rushes and in-zone side to side motion, the data can
be even more unreliable. Now that those caveats are clear, let’s move on
to the numbers, with the understanding that they are still somewhat
useful during 3 on 3 play.
They’re not pretty.
All situation in OT

For

Against

Percentage for

The main difference is that the crisscross in the neutral zone feeds rush
offense while overlapping in the offensive zone is useful when teams are
cycling in overtime.
Columbus was masterful at this against Dallas, even if its picks
warranted interference penalties. It’s also something that Radulov is very
good at, which is not surprising given how well he possesses pucks in
the offensive zone.

Scoring chances (Natural Stat Trick)

23

38

37.7%

By winning battles

High-danger chances (Natural Stat Trick)

5

18

21.7%

Expected goals (Natural Stat Trick)

1.65

2.65

38.4%

Expected goals (MoneyPuck)

3.887

29.4%

As its core, overtime hockey is about having the puck and, oftentimes,
that requires some grunt work to get it back. It could be forcing a turnover
in your own zone to spring the rush or pulling a puck off the wall in the
offensive zone that creates a lane to the net. It could even mean pulling
the puck from the faceoff to create a chance, as Heiskanen does in the
montage above against Columbus.

1.621

By these metrics, the Stars opponents have had more than 60% of the
quality looks during overtime, even as much as 78% if you subscribe to
Natural Stat Trick’s high-danger chance model. In re-watching all 12 of
the team’s overtime games again, that felt low given how many times the
Stars appeared set on ending the game.
But think to recent overtime losses.
For the chances the Stars had against Florida (think Sergei Bobrovsky’s
saves on Heiskanen and Klingberg), the Panthers had just as many and
perhaps better quality. Aaron Ekblad even scored twice, though one was
called back for offside.
For the zero chances the Stars had in Nashville on Tuesday, Ekholm and
Tolvanen had prime ones. For the post Klingberg hit against Nashville on
March 21, Erik Haula narrowly missed the frame 30 seconds earlier.
There were potential buzzer-beaters from Zach Werenski and Mikhail
Sergachev.
Trading chances in part of overtime hockey. It’s bound to happen with
only six skaters on the ice. The Stars have certainly had prime chances
to end games. It’s just that the opposition has had just as many and, in
some cases, more.
Which brings us to …
Ways to create offense
Overtime is about creating that one golden opportunity to win the game,
but that doesn’t mean there’s only one way to generate offense, and
there are plenty of mistakes to capitalize on when the opponent commits
them. Let’s begin with a few tenets of OT.
1. Puck possession in paramount.
2. Man to man defense can be exploited.
3. Exiting the offensive zone is sometimes your best move.
From the first 12 overtimes of the Stars season, there were four ways
both Dallas and other teams tried to create offense on their own.
By weaving in the neutral zone
Many teams will begin their attack from their own zone in order to gain as
much speed as possible, with the puck carrier and other players
crisscrossing to mix up defensive assignments in man to man. Almost
every team will switch assignments to the nearest man, but even the
slightest confusion can give a sliver of time and space to end the game.
It’s how Klingberg got enough space to hit the post against Nashville, and
how Benn was open enough to rip a one-timer against Tampa Bay. The
Predators and Hurricanes also used this to open up a touch of space
against the Stars.
By overlapping in the offensive zone
This is very similar to the previous example, and even thought about
combining them since the concepts are essentially the same: get close
enough to each other to create a defensive switch and then capitalize on
the newfound space.

Robertson is maybe the Stars best player at doing this. You’ll see him
over and over again go along the boards or behind the net and win a
puck to set up a teammate on the doorstep. It’s really quite remarkable to
have the confidence to want to do that in 3 on 3, and then back it up with
the skills. Benn is also good at this, even if his finishing is no longer what
it once was. Heiskanen — no surprise given his stick skills — is also one
of the best on the team at winning puck battles in OT.
With 1 on 1 speed or skill
This is just one player saying ‘I’m better than you and I’ll prove it.’ Of
course, there are ways to create more space in overtime, allowing the
puck carrier to get a running start at a stationary defender, but the skill to
beat that guy still has to be present.
It’s Anthony Mantha blowing by Dickinson. It’s Heiskanen drawing a
penalty in Carolina. It’s Pius Suter dancing around Klingberg to win the
game for Chicago. It’s Heiskanen running a 200-foot give and go,
allowing him enough time to lose his defender in the neutral zone on his
way to the net.
These are the plays that highly skilled players make in a highly skilled
game like 3 on 3 overtime. They should be expected from speedsters like
Hintz, Heiskanen and Gurianov. Most notably, they should also come
from Benn, who hasn’t put a defender on his hip and driven the net in
what seems like ages.
This is not to be confused with a one-man rush up the wing that results in
a harmless shot from outside the dots. The Stars have done plenty of this
as well.
Those are the proactive ways teams have created in those 12 games
involving Dallas. The other part is capitalizing on mistakes that gift both
possessions and open ice.
On puck hungry plays
There seem to be two types of these plays. One is diving towards the
puck in the offensive zone and missing, allowing for an odd-man rush to
go the other way. The other is having multiple players puck-watching and
losing track of your man away from the play.
On both of Ekblad’s goals (the disallowed one and the real one), the
Stars were caught chasing the puck too much. First, it was Faksa. Then,
it was Klingberg. In Columbus, the Blue Jackets were caught up ice,
leading to a 3 on 1 Stars rush that they couldn’t cash in on. Against
Florida, Heiskanen was guilty of puck watching and allowing Huberdeau
in on net.
It’s a tough line to walk, for sure. If you win the puck battle, you likely
create a scoring chance. If you lose it, the chance goes the other way. In
speaking about the Klingberg-Ekblad play, Bowness said he was fine
with it because “there’s an example of playing to win.”
“John jumps in, he thinks he can break up the play instead of just backing
up,” Bowness said. “It didn’t work, but at least he’s trying to win. That late
one, that hurts, no question, but we were in that zone.”
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On giveaways
This is pretty self-explanatory, but when the other team gives you a gift,
you open it and say thank you. Gurianov’s was costly Tuesday in
Nashville, but Dickinson had a pair of turnovers against Tampa Bay that
gave the Lightning chances to win the game.
On a change
Bad changes in overtime will haunt you. The good news for the Stars is
that only one chance was creating by a bad Dallas change. The bad
news is that Faksa’s bad change against Chicago cost them the game. A
month later, Benn and Dickinson couldn’t make Tampa Bay pay for a bad
change.
-- The complete package — losing opening faceoffs, not having Seguin,
Radulov or Hintz available, not playing Robertson and Pavelski enough,
playing Dickinson too much, giving the puck away and not creating
dangerous enough chances frequently — has led to a 2-10 overtime
record that has the Stars chasing a playoff spot instead of holding one.
Dallas Morning News LOADED: 04.02.2021
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Stars enjoy a perfect Thursday evening with big plays, big win and a big
signing

By Saad Yousuf Apr 1, 2021

A 10-minute stretch in the second period provided a significantly
encouraging outlook for the Dallas Stars’ future. First, Jason Robertson
scored an emphatic goal on a feed from Roope Hintz. Ten minutes later,
general manager Jim Nill crashed the party.
The Stars announced that they signed University of North Dakota
goaltender Adam Scheel. If the name rings a bell, it might be because
five days ago, the 21-year-old netminder played a starring role in the
longest hockey game ever played in NCAA tournament history. He had
51 saves in a whopping 141 minutes as North Dakota eventually fell to
Minnesota Duluth in five overtimes, 3-2. Scheel was a wall in that game,
but the hype around the Stars signing the young netminder goes beyond
one hockey game.
“He’s a goalie we’ve been watching for the last two or three years,” Nill
told The Athletic. “Our scouts have been monitoring him. He’s done a
good job, and his career has taken off the last couple of years. He’s
played on one of the top college programs in the U.S. for college hockey,
and he was a big part of it.”
Scheel just finished his junior campaign at North Dakota and set career
highs in wins (20), shutouts (four), goals-against average (1.74) and save
percentage (.931). Besides how those numbers measure up to his past,
Scheel was one of the top goaltenders in the nation. He ranked second in
the NCAA with an .820 winning percentage, third in wins and goalsagainst average, tied for fourth in shutouts and sixth in save percentage.
“He’s very calm in net,” Nill said. “He’s a big goalie, has great size. He’s
very competitive but he’s very calm in net. He’s always under control.”
Scheel’s signing came about 24 hours after the Stars signed Scheel’s
North Dakota teammate and captain, 23-year-old forward Jordan
Kawaguchi, to a one-year entry-level contract. Playing on the fourth line
for the Stars on Thursday night was Rhett Gardner, also a North Dakota
product the Stars drafted in the fourth round of the 2016 NHL Draft.
Gardner made calls to help sway the decision for the standouts from his
alma mater to come join him in Dallas.
“Whenever you can establish a good relationship with a school or a junior
team and you feel comfortable working with them, you’re going to

establish trust,” Stars player development coordinator Rich Peverly said.
“Obviously that trust helped in the message from the coaches to those
players that we’re an organization that people want to come to. … That’s
a good avenue to use.”
Scheel will immediately report to Cedar Park on an amateur tryout for the
remainder of the 2021 season, where he will get some work in with the
Texas Stars. It’s the beginning of his professional development, and the
Stars are expecting it to be far from the finish line. With Jake Oettinger
showing this season that he’s the rightful future of the crease, the hope is
that Scheel is the goaltender who pairs with him down the road.
“That’s part of the process now,” Nill said of the aforementioned pairing.
“That’s what we talked to him about. There is opportunity with our
organization. Over the last couple of years, I’ve traded away a lot of picks
to help our team win. This is like a draft pick.
“One is hurt, but (right now) our two starting goalies (Anton Khudobin and
Ben Bishop) are both 35 years old. The next guy in line is Jake Oettinger.
This is a great opportunity for (Scheel) to come in our organization and
grab (a spot).”
This also indicates how the Stars feel about their current depth at goalie
in the organization. Landon Bow was always a solid older option to man
the taxi squad or hold down the fort in the AHL. Colton Point was the
goalie the Stars had high hopes for a few years ago but his play has
dropped off quite a bit. Signing Scheel indicates the Stars have moved
on from real hopes that Point would factor into their plans in Dallas. But a
future pairing of Oettinger, 22, and Scheel, 21, is very much in play.
Observations
• The Stars also beat the Nashville Predators 4-1 on Thursday night,
playing one of their best games of the season. It wasn’t literally a mustwin for the Stars, but it was pretty close.
“We had to beat Nashville,” Bowness said. “We couldn’t fall any further
behind than we were.”
Nashville is a good blueprint of hope for the Stars as they try to work their
way into playoff contention. Three weeks ago, the Predators were only
ahead of the Detroit Red Wings in the division, and the biggest question
was what could they get back for Mattias Ekholm at the trade deadline.
Playoffs weren’t even in the picture as they were 10 points out of fourth
place for the final playoff spot.
Now, even with the loss to the Stars, the Predators maintain fourth place
in the Central, thanks to a six-game winning streak coming into
Thursday. But that six-game streak, and really winning eight of their past
nine, included wins over the Tampa Bay Lightning, Florida Panthers,
Chicago Blackhawks and the Stars. Thanks in large part to games in
hand, the Stars have never been as out of the playoff conversation as the
Predators were three weeks ago. If they want to climb up the standings
and claim that fourth spot, they’re going to have to do what the Predators
did during their run: beat the teams in that cluster fighting for the fourth
spot, which the Stars did on Thursday, and then have some success
against the top three of the division, which they’ll have an opportunity to
do this weekend.
• The Stars will take wins however they can get them, but when they
come the way they did on Thursday, it’s especially encouraging. A
member of the checking line dished to the defensive defenseman of his
pairing for a goal when Blake Comeau found Esa Lindell for the first goal
of the game. The top line played like a top line, which hasn’t been an
issue since the SuperLine of Roope Hintz, Jason Robertson and Joe
Pavelski was formed and all were available to play.
“A big (boost),” captain Jamie Benn said of Hintz’s impact when in the
lineup. “He’s a great player. What he does for our lineup is huge, brings it
every night and you saw it again tonight. He makes things happen out
there. Can’t say enough good things about him.”
And then two players in Benn and Denis Gurianov, who have been
struggling to put punctuation marks on their offensive mojo, combined for
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the key goal Bowness has been yearning for to extend a 2-1 lead when
Gurianov put a shot on the net late in the power play.
“We’ve played a few games together now. We’re working through it,”
Benn said. “Not exactly hot myself. We’re trying to stay positive with each
other, trying to do what we can for this team.”

One theme of Bowness’ morning skate availability was increasing the
shot attempts. It materialized in a couple of answers. First, Bowness was
asked about Miro Heiskanen taking a one-timer from the right circle on
Tuesday, and he explained that the team needs to see that more from
Heiskanen.

• A little more on the Benn goal in the third period that made it 3-1.
Bowness pointed out that it is an example of not just a good play by the
players who made it happen but also of the Stars finally getting some
good fortune that has eluded them for most of this season.

Having John Klingberg and Heiskanen should set up Heiskanen for more
of those opportunities because he doesn’t have to worry about playing
point the whole time. Klingberg does a good job with that (though he
needs to take more shots on the power play as well), but Heiskanen
needs to become a bit more of a loose cannon.

“We’ve put a lot of pucks to that net the whole game and last game but
didn’t get any breaks like that,” Bowness said. “You need that. … Jamie
had a great game tonight. That’s one of his better games. I know it’s
great that he got that power-play goal. He needed it, but he did a great
job tonight on the bench, in the room and on the ice, he played very well.
That’s how we need him to play. And good for Denis to get a point.”

“We’ve been emphasizing more immediate, quick shots, whether it be off
the faceoff or off the entry. Just get pucks to the net, get the penalty
killers scrambling around,” Bowness said. “Creating that shot mentality,
as I’ve complained about many times this year, our power play doesn’t
shoot the puck enough. When he’s over there, he’s got an underrated
one-timer. We want him to use it.”

Gurianov also had a couple of developing chances that were close to
resulting in a goal for himself, so he had a good game.

Even beyond the power play, getting more shots at the net creates more
rebounds and chaos. There are no style points for scoring goals, and
Heiskanen’s shot on the power play on Tuesday that led to Roope Hintz
cleaning things up is a great example of what the Stars need to do. Over
the past three weeks, the Stars are seventh in the NHL in shots on goal.
While that doesn’t nearly tell the story of offensive productivity — quality
chances and actual goals are far better measurements — all of it starts
by doubling down on the shooter’s mentality.

• Oh, and Anton Khudobin was fantastic in the crease again on Thursday,
though that shouldn’t come as a surprise given the venue. Khudobin has
enjoyed great success in Nashville since joining the Stars, posting a .952
save percentage, 1.58 goals against and a 4-1-2 record.
“You’re not making the playoffs in this league today without really, really
good goaltending,” Bowness said. “Average goaltending, you will not
make the playoffs. Dobby has given us superb goaltending the last
couple of games.”
• Joel Hanley went out of the game in the first period and did not return
with a designated lower-body injury. First, that’s unfortunate for Hanley,
who has been playing some very sound hockey lately and taken over a
spot on the third pairing. Secondly, his absence leaves five healthy
defensemen to carry the burden of playing time. Jamie Oleksiak, in
particular, picked up the load and played a career-high 27 minutes and
32 seconds.
• Scoreboard watching is about to pick up some serious steam now with
just over a month left in the regular season. After the Stars closed out the
Predators, the Blackhawks and Hurricanes were tied 3-3 with about three
minutes left in regulation. Carolina scored with 28 seconds left in the third
period and held on to win 4-3, a monumental win for the Stars as the
Blackhawks not only lost but didn’t even salvage a point when it was on
the horizon.
Here’s what the standings look like right now:
The Stars are five points back of fourth place with four games in hand
and still have multiple head-to-head games remaining against the teams
they’re fighting for that playoff spot. Everything is still ahead of them.
• To recap: The Stars beat the Predators in regulation and looked good
doing it, got help from Carolina as Chicago lost in regulation and signed a
potential solution to NHL goaltending of the future. Thursday may have
been the most blissful day of the Stars’ 2021 season so far.
• Thursday night was the first Stars game presented on Bally Sports
Southwest, formerly Fox Sports Southwest. I took a Twitter poll after the
first period, and at the time of this writing, the response was
overwhelmingly negative. I agree with that as well. I didn’t anticipate
there being too much of a difference, at least to the point where it would
distract me from an intense hockey game being played on the screen.
However, the decision to put the scoreboard along the bottom is a bad
one. Covering up the playing surface when you could cover up empty
seats (or random fans when arenas are packed again) doesn’t make a
whole lot of sense. It’ll take a little bit to get used to it, unless they make
the right decision and restore the scoreboard to its rightful place at the
top of the screen.
Morning skate musings

“We just need to score more goals, that’s been the same story all year,
same theme,” Bowness said. “They’re going to block shots, they’re going
to get deflected but you can’t get discouraged. You have to keep putting
the puck on the net.”
Personnel
Andrej Sekera returned to the lineup after being out Tuesday for personal
reasons. Everything else remained the same to start off:
Jason Robertson — Roope Hintz — Joe Pavelski
Jamie Benn — Radek Faksa — Denis Gurianov
Andrew Cogliano — Jason Dickinson — Blake Comeau
Tanner Kero — Rhett Gardner — Ty Dellandrea
Esa Lindell — John Klingberg
Jamie Oleksiak — Miro Heiskanen
Joel Hanley — Andrej Sekera
Anton Khudobin
The Athletic LOADED: 04.02.2021

1186388

Florida Panthers

Florida Panthers claw past Detroit Red Wings in overtime despite
missing injured stars

BY WALTER VILLA MIAMI HERALD WRITER
APRIL 01, 2021 10:46 PM

Seemingly injured, Jonathan Huberdeau hopped on one leg, and Florida
Panthers fans’ hearts did a similar leap.
In the final seconds of Thursday’s second period, Huberdeau — probably
the biggest star left standing on a Panthers team that is playing without
injured standouts Aleksander Barkov, Patric Hornqvist, Aaron Ekblad and
Anthony Duclair — limped off the ice with what looked like an injured left
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knee, courtesy of a suspicious hit by Detroit Red Wings defenseman
Troy Stecher.
Fortunately for the Panthers, Huberdeau returned to action to start the
third period, and a calamity was avoided.
That proved to be a good omen as the host Panthers beat Detroit 3-2
Thursday night on Alex Wennberg’s overtime goal.

Panthers again rally in third period, top Red Wings in overtime, keep
share of Central lead

By PAUL GEREFFI
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gustav Forsling had the primary assist as Wennberg ripped a high shot
just under the crossbar with 1:25 left in the remaining session.

APR 01, 2021 AT 10:32 PM

“It worked out pretty good,” said Wennberg, who has eight goals this
season, including four against Detroit. “It was a good way to end it. We’re
missing a lot of good players, but we still have a lot of good guys.”

SUNRISE — Alex Wennberg scored 1:25 into overtime and the Florida
Panthers beat the Detroit Red Wings 3-2 on Thursday night.

The Panthers are tied with the Tampa Bay Lightning atop the NHL
standings with 52 points. Tampa Bay, however, has one game in hand.

Frank Vatrano had a goal and an assist and Noel Acciari also scored for
the Panthers. in their fourth straight win. Chris Driedger made 25 saves.
Carter Verhaeghe had two assists.

Panthers backup goalie Chris Driedger made 25 saves to improve to 104-2 this season.
Also for the Panthers, Frank Vatrano had one goal and one assist, Noel
Acciari had the other goal, and Carter Verhaeghe had two assists.
Huberdeau had one assist that occurred after he got roughed up by
Stecher.
Adam Erne and Anthony Mantha had Detroit’s goals. Patrik Nemeth had
two assists for the Wings, and goalie Thomas Greiss made 33 saves.
Detroit opened the scoring under some odd circumstances with 4:21
expired in the first period.
Panthers defenseman Riley Stillman delivered a big hit but lost his
helmet in the process. By rule, he had to come off the ice immediately,
and Detroit scored before Stillman’s replacement could get in on the play.
Erne, who took the hit from Stillman, got the primary assist as his shot
was redirected over Driedger’s blocker by Stecher.
The Panthers tied the score 1-1 with 11:55 gone in the first as
Verhaeghe’s wraparound from behind the net morphed into a perfect
centering pass to Acciari in the slot.
Detroit surged back on top with 13:53 left in the third. Detroit’s Michael
Rasmussen won a puck battle in the neutral zone and along the boards.
He then fed ahead to Mantha, who skated in alone on Driedger, snapping
a wrist shot for a 2-1 lead.
A Detroit mistake helped set up the Panthers for the tying goal as Jon
Merrill fired the puck over the glass, sending him to the penalty box for
delay of game. Six seconds later and with 9:29 remaining in the third,
Vatrano scored a power-play goal following passes from Huberdeau and
then Verhaeghe.

Anthony Mantha and Adam Erne scored for the Red Wings, who have
lost six straight on the road. Thomas Greiss stopped 33 shots and Patrik
Nemeth had two assists.

Sun Sentinel LOADED: 04.02.2021
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Greiss does his thing but Panthers finish off Detroit

Published 6 hours ago on April 1, 2021
By George Richards

When the season started, the one thing we all knew was the Panthers
needed to continue feasting on the Detroit Red Wings if they hoped to
make the playoffs.
Although Detroit beat Florida twice in 2021, in an eight-game series,
that’s not too bad.
On Thursday night, the Panthers put a big fat bow on their season series
with Detroit, taking their sixth of eight with a 3-2 OT win at BB&T Center.
It was Florida’s fourth consecutive win as the Panthers remained tied
with Tampa Bay for first place in the Central Division with 52 points each.

That set up Wennberg for his overtime dramatics.

But, as usually is the case when Thomas Greiss is in net, this one did not
come easily.

THIS AND THAT

”It,” Joel Quenneville said, “was a tough game.”

▪ Barkov and Hornqvist are skating and should return from injury this
weekend. Duclair, who left Tuesday’s game against Detroit due to a
shoulder injury, is also expected to return rather quickly. Ekblad (left leg)
is out longer term.

And it took an overtime goal from Alex Wennberg to win it.

▪ The Panthers are 4-0 since Hornqvist got hurt and 2-0 without Ekblad.
They are 4-2 without Barkov.

In the second period alone, Greiss sent back 19.

▪ With 3:54 left in the second period, Detroit’s Dylan Larkin was penalized
for a hard hit from behind on Stillman, who somehow escaped injury.

The Wings took the initial lead on an Adam Erne shot 4:21 in but Florida
got the equalizer when Noel Acciari jumped on a loose puck off a Carter
Verhaeghe shot midway through the first.

Miami Herald LOADED: 04.02.2021

After a scoreless second (Florida outshot Detroit 19-8), Anthony Mantha
gave Detroit another lead after getting around Anton Stralman and
putting it top shelf.
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Greiss, who has pretty much owned the Panthers since he booted them
out of the 2016 playoffs while with the Islanders, ended the night with 33
saves.

But the Panthers got a pair of power plays thanks to consecutive
penalties on Jon Merrill. Florida didn’t do anything as he sat in the box for
slashing Jonathan Huberdeau.
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Before Merrill could get comfortable after his delay of game call,
however, Frank Vatrano tied the score at 2 with a wicked one-timer off a
pass from Verhaeghe.
”It’s good to get that goal to tie it up,” Vatrano said. “It’s nice to help the
team out. Everyone stepped up tonight.”
In overtime, the Panthers kept the puck in the Detroit zone with
Wennberg firing one in from 15 feet away with 3:35 left in OT.
”It’s a great feeling,” Wennberg said. “It was a tough game, we were
working hard but didn’t score that many goals. Just the way we won this
game, doing it in overtime, is a great feeling. It shows a lot of character
from this team.
“They’re not always going to be pretty, things don’t always go our way.
But we kept working. And we were rewarded with two points.”
Florida had yet another injury scare at the end of the second period when
Jonathan Huberdeau hobbled off the ice after being run into the end
boards by Troy Stecher.

Although Barkov is free to come back at any time, he did not play
Thursday; Hornqvist can not come off the IR until Friday.
Regardless, Quenneville said the expectation is for both to return to the
lineup Saturday against Columbus.
Anthony Duclair, who injured his shoulder after being tripped by Greiss
on Tuesday, is officially on the IR. Quenneville said he will likely miss 10
days with the injury.
FIRST PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS
After taking the first three shots of the night against Greiss, the Panthers
looked a little surprised to be down 1-0 when Adam Erne scored off a
long slapshot 4:21 into the game.
The Panthers had numerous chances — although nothing on the power
play — in the opening period but probably none cleaner than Carter
Verhaeghe getting stoned on a breakaway.

Huberdeau was back out to start the third.

Moments later, however, Verhaeghe again drove the net, this time going
around and offering an odd-angle shot. Greiss got a piece of it but not
enough as Acciari stuffed it through.

Chris Driedger started for Florida and won his 10th game of the season
by making 25 saves.

Florida, outshot 11-9 in the first, got its final scoring chance of the period
in the final seconds when Ryan Lomberg was stopped.

”This was a very important stretch for us,” said Quenneville, whose team
had lost three straight before winning the past four.

SECOND PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS

“I like how we have competed in the games, we have stuck with it.
Games have been close for the most part. We came back in the third
here. That was a hard game, they played hard. We found a way to stay
with it. … We’re competing, the goaltending has been rock solid every
night.”

It was a scoreless second and not much happened — save for Greiss
playing his usual game against the Panthers.
Greiss made 19 saves in the period as Florida outshot the Wings by 11 in
the second.

HELLO, DRIEDGE

Florida did get a couple power play chances here, including a 4-on-3 for
30 seconds after Dylan Larkin laid a shoulder into Riley Stillman about 10
minutes after a whistle blew to stop play by the net.

In a somewhat surprising move, the Panthers started Driedger after
Sergei Bobrovsky was terrific Tuesday by making 35 saves in Florida’s 41 win.

The Panthers ended up killing a Juho Lammikko penalty midway through
the period.

With Bobrovsky likely starting Saturday against the Blue Jackets,
Thursday was an opportunity not only to get him some rest — but to keep
Driedger fresh.

THIRD PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS

“We’re happy with the tandem right now,” Quenneville said after
Thursday’s morning skate.

Vatrano’s goal from the right circle was his 11th of the year.

“Both guys are going in the net and we’re getting really solid goaltending
night in, night out. Guys are feeding off that. I think that helps the
confidence of our defensemen and the play in our own end.”

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 04.02.2021

Driedger: “As a goalie, I always appreciate getting in the net. That’s a
blessing so shoutout to Q for that I guess. But we have a good dynamic
here. The schedule is extremely packed. It’s nice to take some of the
pressure off Bob, give us a nice 1-2 punch.”

Detroit definitely showed a little more fight in the third than in the second,
taking its second lead of the night on Mantha’s 10th goal of the season.
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Florida Panthers land top college d-man Matt Kiersted from North Dakota

KNIGHT ON HIS WAY
The Panthers officially placed newly-signed goalie Spencer Knight on the
taxi squad and he would be eligible to join the team for practice upon
arrival and passing Covid-19 protocols.
Knight, Florida’s first-round pick in 2019, signed his entry level deal with
the Panthers after forgoing his final two seasons at Boston College on
Wednesday.
With the Panthers all but assured of a playoff spot, Knight could see
playing time in a game or two toward the end of the season.
Defenseman Matt Kiersted, the top college free agent who signed with
the Panthers on Thursday, is also expected to join the team.
BARKOV, HORNQVIST CLOSE
The Panthers had two familiar faces back on the ice Thursday as Sasha
Barkov and Patric Hornqvist took part in a full workout.

Published 16 hours ago on April 1, 2021
By George Richards

The Florida Panthers landed the biggest collegiate free agent on the
market Thursday as they signed North Dakota all-american defenseman
Matt Kiersted.
A 22-year-old from Elk River, Minn., Kiersted has evolved into a high-end
defenseman, scoring nine goals over the past two seasons for the
Fighting Hawks.
This year, he scored three goals with 22 points in 29 games for UND.
According to reports, Kiersted had 20 NHL teams interested in signing
him — and he landed with the Panthers.
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to join the team
“Matt is an exciting defenseman who plays the game with great speed
and vision,” Florida GM Bill Zito said in the team’s announcement.
“His steady progression and development from an undrafted player to
one of the NCAA’s top defensemen is a display of his resiliency and
motivation to succeed.
“We are pleased to have agreed to a contract with Matt and look forward
to his future with our organization.”
The signing of Kiersted had been rumored for the past couple of days
and comes on the heels of the Panthers signing 2019 first-round pick
Spencer Knight.
Both players could join the team for the remainder of the season.
Kiersted could go to AHL Syracuse and get some games in, but it is
possible part of his agreement with the team was to report to Florida and
get some big-league training and experience.
Kiersted played in the USHL before going to North Dakota and went
undrafted allowing him to progress and choose his own team as a free
agent.
As a senior, he tied for fifth among college defensemen in points and was
tied for second in assists as UND won its conference and came within a
win of the Frozen Four.
Kiersted led all North Dakota defensemen in points over the past three
seasons.
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Connolly signed with Florida to help the team win and, for a guy with his
past, it can feel like you are very far from doing that when you’re out of
the lineup and practicing on your own when the game group finishes up.
But with Sasha Barkov, Patric Hornqvist and, now, Anthony Duclair hurt,
Connolly was brought back.
Barkov could return Thursday night against the Red Wings but with
Duclair out with a shoulder injury, Connolly could find even more playing
time in the coming games.
This is his chance to get back to playing a meaningful role with the
Panthers — and he knows it.
The Panthers sign goalie-of-the-future Spencer Knight
“Down the stretch, everyone needs to step up and I think I can help out if
I can get it going,” Connolly said. “If I play the way I know I can, I can
really help the team. It has been a while since I have gone through a
stretch like this in my career.
“With Bill (Zito) coming in and with Q … If you play good you’re in and if
you play bad, you’re out. That’s the way it’s going to happen and that’s a
big reason why we’re having success. There’s a lot of healthy
competition within our lineup.
“It doesn’t matter who you are. If you’re not playing well, you’re not going
to play. I know I can put it together it’s just a matter of doing it.”
HONORING BOB
A month before the NHL shut down last season because of Covid-19,
Sergei Bobrovsky played in his 500th NHL game against one of his three
teams, the Flyers.
The Panthers will honor Bobrovsky for the milestone before Saturday’s
game against Columbus — the team he spent seven seasons with before
signing with Florida.
END OF DETROIT ROAD

Brett Connolly getting back to form would be a boost for the Panthers

Published 19 hours ago on April 1, 2021
By George Richards

Well, that’s one series down.
Florida and Detroit will meet for the eighth and final time Thursday night
with the Panthers attempting to win six of them.
The Panthers went 3-1 against the Wings at Little Caesars Arena and are
2-1 in Sunrise.
KEEPER CALLED UP

After the season he has had with the Panthers, it was easy to feel good
for Brett Connolly when he scored against Detroit on Tuesday night.

To get the taxi squad back up to four, the Panthers recalled defenseman
Brady Keeper from AHL Syracuse on Wednesday.

The veteran forward, who signed a four-year deal with the Panthers in
2019, has been through waivers and spent weeks on the taxi squad
before injuries brought him back into the lineup.

Keeper, a free agent signing by the Panthers out of the University of
Maine in 2018, has played in one NHL game since joining Florida.

And, with his history, the Panthers need him right now.
Connolly, whose play in key moments helped Washington win the
Stanley Cup in 2018, knocked down a puck and scored in the first period
of Florida’s 4-1 win over Detroit on Tuesday.
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The look of relief on his face was noticeable from the furthest reaches of
BB&T Center and his comments both during intermission and postgame
were telling.

Detroit Red Wings get a point, but let 3rd-period lead slip away to
Panthers, 3-2, in OT

It’s one thing for a sportswriter to talk about a player going through a
rough season and it is another for the player to pretty much bring it up
himself as Connolly did on both occasions Tuesday.

Helene St. James

“Yeah, it has been tough but that’s hockey and you just deal with it,”
Connolly said. “For whatever reason, it hasn’t been going in but I have
proven in the past that I can go on a streak and really get my game
going.”

Detroit Free Press

The Detroit Red Wings played more to the identity they seek, getting
pucks in deep and doing a solid job defensively.
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They took Thursday’s game at BB&T Center in Sunrise, Florida, to
overtime before falling, 3-2, to the Florida Panthers. The Wings went 2-42 in the season series, falling to 12-21-5

For the first time in two months, Tyler Bertuzzi is on the road with the
Detroit Red Wings.

Alex Wennberg scored at 1:25 of overtime.

When he’ll be on the ice with them is harder to forecast, but he’s running
out of time.

Thomas Greiss had a strong outing with 33 saves, making his first start
since being supplanted by Calvin Pickard for three games. Those two
have shared the net since Jonathan Bernier left March 18's game with a
lower–body injury, but Bernier could be back soon — he skated Thursday
and is expected to practice Friday. Bobby Ryan and Sam Gagner also
missed Thursday night because of injuries.

The Wings’ grittiest forward hasn’t played since leaving a game Jan. 30
with a sore back. There was no indication then that Bertuzzi might miss
the rest of the season, but that’s a realistic outcome now that there are
only five weeks left. While he accompanied the team to Florida for a fourgame stand, the closest Bertuzzi has come to a team activity is an
optional skate.

The Wings looked much more solid than in Tuesday’s 4-1 loss. Adam
Erne scored less than five minutes into the game, matching a career high
with his seventh goal of the season. The lead only lasted seven minutes
before Noel Acciari replied with a goal of his own.

Detroit Red Wings left wing Tyler Bertuzzi (59) tries to control the puck as
Dallas Stars defenseman Miro Heiskanen, right, and goaltender Jake
Oettinger (29) watch during the first period of an NHL hockey game
Thursday, Jan. 28, 2021, in Dallas.

Givani Smith demanded notice with two fights — he drew stick–taps from
teammates after trading punches with Riley Stillman early in the third
period. Anthony Mantha tallied his 10th goal of the season to give the
Wings another lead in the third period. That lasted four minutes, until
Frank Vatrano converted on a power play.

“He’s skated the last few days, so that’s some progress,” coach Jeff
Blashill said Thursday. “Where that goes from here, I just don’t know. It
totally depends on how it constantly feels after workouts, after skates.
He’s had some moments where we thought he was inching closer and
then he took steps backwards.

Better start

“The last week, he seems to be progressing. What that means, I don’t
know. He’s been a long time out, so we are starting to run out of runway
here.”

Mason Marchment took Florida’s first shot on net less than a minute after
the puck dropped, testing Greiss with a backhand near the net. Having
withstood that early challenge, the Wings recovered and played one of
their better opening periods on the road. They made it 1-0 at 4:21 when
Erne tipped the puck behind Chris Driedger. The Wings finished the first
period with an 11–8 edge in shots.
Detroit Red Wings defenseman Troy Stecher (70) celebrates after
scoring a goal against the Florida Panthers with Detroit Red Wings left
wing Adam Erne (73) and defenseman Patrik Nemeth (22) during the first
period at BB&T Center on April 1, 2021.
Stecher returns
Coach Jeff Blashill expressed after Tuesday’s game that he wasn’t happy
with the defense. That led to Troy Stecher returning from sitting two
games following his uninspired performance March 25 at Nashville.
Stecher absorbed a crushing hit from Stillman in the first period and then
turned around and fired the pass that Erne turned into a lead. Stecher
played with Marc Staal, which has been one of the team’s most
consistent pairings.
Big bodies
The Wings had a new look on a line in the form of Michael Rasmussen
centering Evgeny Svechnikov and Anthony Mantha. That’s a big trio —
Rasmussen is 6-foot-6 and 229 pounds, Svechnikov 6-3 and 208 and
Mantha is 6–5 and 234. Rasmussen was especially noticeable on
multiple shifts wreaking havoc around the net. He made a nice play in the
third period, maneuvering the puck along the boards and finding Mantha
for the goal.

Blashill didn’t sound optimistic, repeatedly referring to Bertuzzi’s progress
as “inching closer” and saying he’s not close to practicing.
“Once he hits his first practice, he’d be at least a week away,” Blashill
said. “So you can do the math from there. I don’t even know when that
first practice would be. But he’s skated three out of last four days, we’ll
take that as a positive.”
Bertuzzi banks new deal:Wings' Tyler Bertuzzi contract settled by arbiter:
One year, $3.5 million
Bertuzzi led the team with five goals and was tied with Dylan Larkin for
seven points in nine games when he left after the second period of the
home contest against the Panthers. Filip Zadina has played in Bertuzzi’s
spot on the top line next to Larkin, and Michael Rasmussen has helped
fill the net-front role on power plays.
“Those young guys have done a good job of showing well and
developing well during that time,” Blashill said. “Is that because of Bert’s
absence, I can’t say that. But certainly those guys are headed in the right
direction.”
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Detroit Red Wings fall to the Florida Panthers 3-2 in OT: Game thread
recap
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Andrew Hammond
Detroit Free Press

Tyler Bertuzzi running out of time to rejoin Detroit Red Wings this
season. Here's why

Detroit Red Wings (12-21-4, 28 points) vs. Florida Panthers (23-9-4, 50
points)

Helene St. James

When: 7 p.m. Thursday.

Detroit Free Press

Where: BB&T Center, Sunrise, Florida.
TV: Bally Sports Detroit.
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Radio: WXYT-FM (97.1; other radio affiliates).

Wings defenseman Jon Merrill's delay of game penalty (shooting the
puck over the glass) came just after Merrill got out of the box for slashing,
and put the Wings on the penalty kill again.
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Just six seconds after Merrill's penalty, Carter Verhaeghe (two assists)
found Vatrano near the dot and Vatrano blasted a shot past Greiss.
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Red Wings end season series with Florida in 3-2 OT loss

"You don't want to take two penalties in a row, it's hard to kill penalties
and especially when they get two in a row and start working different
stuff," Blashill said. "That was unfortunate. Our player doesn't want to put
it over the glass, he did on accident, and it's tough for sure."
Erne and Florida’s Noel Acciari traded first period goals.

Ted Kulfan
The Detroit News

Erne put the Wings on the board first with career-high seventh goal.
Troy Stecher delivered a perfect slap-pass that Erne, in the slot,
redirected past goalie Chris Driedger giving the Wings a 1-0 lead at 4:22.

The Red Wings have seen enough of the Florida Panthers this season.

The Panthers rallied, though, with Acciari tying the game.

The Panthers completed the season series against the Wings with a 3-2
overtime victory Thursday on Alex Wennberg's goal at 1:26 of the extra
session.

But it was Verhaeghe who made the play. Verhaeghe received a pass in
the high slot, skated through the slot and drew Greiss to the post, then
centered a pass in the crease where Acciari poked in his fourth goal at
11:55.

Wennberg wheeled around the net and beat goaltender Thomas Greiss
from in front, and kept the Panthers in the race for the lead in the Central
Division.
The Wings (12-21-5) ended the season series 2-5-1 against Florida (249-4), while also losing their seventh consecutive road game.
But after a poor performance Tuesday, the Wings played a stronger
game all the way around, especially on the defensive end.
"We had a couple massive breakdowns in the first (period), but other
than that, we played pretty good defensively," coach Jeff Blashill said.
"We were above them way better, especially in the neutral zone. We
played better overall."

Smith, inserted into the lineup Tuesday, brought a spark to the lineup.
Smith was busy with two fights, including challenging Riley Stillman early
in the third period after Stillman knocked down Dylan Larkin in the
second period.
"It's a testament to who Smitty is, to step in there after he's already
fought, to step in after a high hit on Larks and stand up for your
teammate," Glendening said. "It's a testament to who Smitty is and it's
great for this team."
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The disappointing aspect of it all for the Wings was, and is, the fact some
of these better efforts have come after ugly losses.
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"I wish it didn't have to be after a bad effort that we would come back and
play well," forward Luke Glendening said. "We've spoken about it before,
but I don't want to be talking about moral victories. We still lost the game,
and that part isn't what we want.

Wings' Jonathan Bernier, Tyler Bertuzzi beginning to skate, return dates
unclear

"But we worked hard and did more things right."
Anthony Mantha broke a tie early in the third period Thursday, but
Florida's Frank Vatrano tied it just two minutes later with a one-timer on
the power play, making it a 2-2 game.
Greiss stopped 33 shots in one of his best games of the season.
"Greiser played good," Blashill said. "He came in the last game and
played good and followed that up with a good game."
Mantha's goal was his 10th, and his eighth point in 10 games, and gave
the Wings a brief lead.
Michael Rasmussen made a fine play along the boards, controlling the
puck among three Panthers. Rasmussen fed Mantha ahead, and after
Mantha gathered the puck with the help of his skate, snapped a shot over
goalie Chris Driedger.
Big young forwards Rasmussen, Adam Erne and Givani Smith all had
starring moments in this game.
"They're using their big bodies and that's huge for this team," Glendening
said. "It's huge for us right now and huge for the Detroit Red Wings as a
whole moving forward. It's great to see these guys contributing the way
they are. It's exciting for the future."
But the Panthers came right back with Vatrano's 11th goal.

Detroit Red Wings

Ted Kulfan
The Detroit News

Usually injury news isn’t particularly exciting during a long NHL season,
as maladies are a way of life for any team.
But in this case it was noteworthy, considering who it was.
Goaltender Jonathan Bernier and forward Tyler Bertuzzi are both
beginning to skate. They're both with the team on this current Florida trip,
inching toward a return to the lineup.
More so, Bernier, said coach Jeff Blashill after Thursday’s morning skate.
Bernier participated, as he steadily progresses from a lower body injury.
“He’s inching closer,” Blashill said. “We practice tomorrow and we’ll see
how he does with that.”
If Bernier can return soon, and show he is healthy after suffering an injury
March 18 against Dallas, it would make for an intriguing situation heading
into the April 12 trade deadline.
Bernier, 32, has been among the better goalies in the NHL for over a
calendar year with impressive consistency, despite playing for one of the
weaker defensive teams in the league.
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Bernier, an unrestricted free agent this summer, is above .500 this
season (8-6-0), with a 2.78 goals-against average and .918 save
percentage.
It wouldn’t be surprising to see general manager Steve Yzerman re-sign
Bernier, who has settled into the starting role with the Wings. The team
doesn't have a clear cut option to replace Bernier currently within the
organization’s depth chart.
The Wings signed free agent goaltender Thomas Greiss last offseason,
hoping to form a competitive, consistent combination.
But Greiss (2-14-4, 3.42 GAA, .888 SVS) has struggled mightily, with
Bernier further establishing himself as the No. 1 option.
Still, with the Wings’ rebuild still going strong, the return from another
team looking to upgrade their goaltending could be significant if Bernier
would be available.
It could be an offer Yzerman may not be able to refuse.
There are several Stanley Cup contenders, notably Colorado,
Washington, maybe Toronto or Philadelphia, encountering goaltending
injuries and could very well use a steady veteran such as Bernier.
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Defenseman Dennis Cholowski 'mentally in a good spot' after returning to
Grand Rapids

Updated Apr 01, 2021; Posted Apr 01, 2021
By Steve Kaminski | Skaminsk@mlive.com

Dennis Cholowski has worn out the road stretching from Grand Rapids to
Detroit and back over the past three seasons.
The 23-year old defenseman, who the Detroit Red Wings drafted with the
20th overall pick of the 2016 NHL draft, was reassigned to Grand Rapids
on Monday. So to recap, Cholowski started the season on Detroit’s taxi
squad, was reassigned to Grand Rapids Feb. 1, recalled to Detroit March
19 before heading back to the Griffins this week.

As for Bertuzzi, who hasn’t played since Jan. 30, and has only played
nine games this season with an undisclosed injury (speculated to be a
back ailment), the news of his skating was positive but tempered.

Cholowski told the media during a Wednesday Zoom call in Grand
Rapids that he’s just rolling with the punches.

Bertuzzi has skated for three of the last four days, which is undeniably
good news.

“I’m doing well,” Cholowski said. “I’m just worried about what I can
control, I guess, which is how I play, wherever that is. I just got to go out
and play. That’s all I’m worried about.

“That’s a positive,” said Blashill, of Bertuzzi being on the ice fairly
regularly. “That’s some progress and we’ll see where that goes from
here. He’s inching closer though not close to practicing.”

“This is my third year, and I have seen it all. I have been up and down.
It’s not really frustrating. Nothing really surprises me.”

Bertuzzi has shown progress at times during the last two months, but
then had to shut himself down because of discomfort after skating for
several days.
Whether there is enough time in the season for Bertuzzi to safely return
to the lineup remains to be seen.
The Wings’ regular season ends May 8, and Blashill feels Bertuzzi would
need a minimum of a week to practice before even thinking of returning
to play.
“We’re starting to run out of runway,” said Blashill, of whether there is
enough time in the schedule.
Baseball fans
All things considered, the Wings likely didn’t mind being in warm, sunny
South Florida compared to a snowy Detroit.
But it was Opening Day, and hockey players are baseball fans just as
anyone else, so that part of it, they missed.
“We’ll be checking the scores for sure,” defenseman Jon Merrill said.
Growing up in Grand Blanc, Merrill, 28, was a die-hard baseball fan.
“I guess as much as you can be as a hockey player,” said Merrill of his
love for baseball in Detroit growing up. “I went to a bunch of games as a
kid, it was fun. Growing up in Michigan in the 2000s, they had some good
teams with some good runs.”
Ice chips
Blashill said forwards Bobby Ryan and Sam Gagner would be available
for Thursday for a second consecutive game, and each remains day-today.
… Luke Glendening passed Joe Kocur (545 games) for 39th in Red
Wings’ history in games played.

The Griffins return to action today in Chicago for a 3 p.m. game against
the Wolves. Grand Rapids, 8-4-2-0, is in the midst of a six-game road
trip, which will continue with games in Cleveland on Saturday and April 9.
Grand Rapids will return home April 10 with a game against Rockford at
the Van Andel Arena.
Cholowski has played in 11 games for the Griffins and has eight points,
including three goals and five assists. He saw action in two games with
the Red Wings. Cholowski has played in 90 career NHL games, and he
has recorded nine goals and 15 assists.
“It’s tough to evaluate a player’s maturity,” Griffins coach Ben Simon
said. “It’s easy on the ice to evaluate whether a player has improved and
matured. I think he has on the ice, for sure. But I think, and one of the
things you guys don’t get to see on a daily basis is just how he is
handling himself away from the rink and being more of a pro.
“Not that he wasn’t before, but I just think mentally he is in a great spot.
He is not letting anything he can’t control bother him. I think he has
grown up a little bit and becoming more of a pro. I think that’s great to
see.”
Simon praised Cholowski for his play with the puck, and he said
Cholowski’s efforts continue to improve away from the puck, too.
“If you look at our power plays, he is one of the main reasons why our
power play is in the top five in the league,” Simon said. “From day one
since he got here in Grand Rapids, you can see he put in the time this
summer first of all. From day one to day 60 or whatever day we are now,
he has improved. There is no questioning that.
“That’s at the American level. He’s just got to be, when he gets the
opportunity to the NHL, he has to make sure he can control what he can
control and playing as assertive as possible and making sure he is
making the most of the opportunity that he is getting. Whether that’s 10
minutes a game or 20 minutes a game and trying to have an impact on
the game in a positive manner in the time that he is afforded.”
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Which Red Wings free agents will be traded? Who will stay?

Updated Mar 31, 12:14 PM; Posted Mar 31, 12:14 PM
By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com

The Detroit Red Wings have 17 selections in the next two drafts, but
general manager Steve Yzerman wants more.
Additional picks mean more chances to acquire future impact NHL
players, which the Red Wings desperately need in the midst of a long
and painful rebuild.
Detroit has an opportunity to accumulate extra selections by the April 12
trade deadline by dealing some impending unrestricted free agents.
The Red Wings have many players, including 11 on the NHL roster,
slated to become UFAs this summer. Some would not draw interest, and
the Red Wings would be hesitant to move others.
Here are the Red Wings’ 2021 unrestricted free agents, ranked from
most likely to be moved to least likely to be dealt (with cap hit):
Bobby Ryan ($1 million): Ryan expects to be dealt, and if he’s healthy he
should draw interest because of his scoring ability, right-handed shot and
low cap figure. Ryan has embraced Detroit in his short time here and
indicated he would like to re-sign with the Red Wings in the summer even
after being moved.
Sam Gagner ($850,000): Veteran forward can provide secondary scoring
in the right situation and has a good history on the power play. Righthanded shooters sometimes draw more interest. His salary makes him
more appealing.
Jon Merrill ($925,000): He could be a low-cost third-pair option for a
playoff-contending team, many who often seek defensive depth at the
deadline. He is a plus-2 on a team with a minus-39 goals differential.
Patrik Nemeth ($3 million): Steady, under-the-radar defensive
defenseman could draw interest. He has the ability to play in the top-four,
match up against top lines, kill penalties and log a lot of minutes.
Marc Staal ($5.7 million): One of only two Red Wings to play in all 38
games (Filip Hronek is the other), the team would like to move Staal, who
unlike Ryan and Merrill, is not a candidate to be re-signed. However,
teams might be reluctant to assume even the remaining portion of a big
salary in a season where revenues are down due to lack of attendance,
especially if they believe the player won’t make that much of a difference.
The Red Wings might need to retain some salary to move him.
Jonathan Bernier ($3 million): The market for goaltenders at the trade
deadline is limited, sometimes non-existent. If a team is in playoff
contention, chances are it has gotten strong to adequate goaltending and
is not seeking an upgrade. Bernier might draw interest for a club looking
to bolster its back-up spot, like the Flyers, or as a replacement for an
injured goalie. But if Detroit is offered only a low-round pick, is it worth it?
Bernier’s health – he’s out short-term with a lower-body injury – also
could influence a team’s interest. In any event, the Red Wings need to
re-sign Bernier. Thomas Greiss has struggled and none of their
goaltending prospects is likely to be NHL-ready in the next year or two.
Luke Glendening ($1.8 million): He is the type of player who would draw
interest because he brings several elements (checks, hits, blocks shots,
kills penalties, skates well and has top face-off percentage in the league,)
at a reasonable cost. There is little doubt the Red Wings will look to resign him, and the Grand Rapids native surely wants to stay. It’s possible
the club could trade him for an asset and then re-sign him in the summer.

Darren Helm ($3.85 million): His speed, checking ability and playoff
experience might entice a team looking for fourth-line help but his salary
could limit suitors.
Valtteri Filppula ($3 million): Veteran center/winger has been a healthy
scratch the past 14 games in what is likely his final NHL season. He
cleared waivers earlier this season and it is doubtful he would draw
interest.
Calvin Pickard ($750,000): Despite a pair of solid performances against
Columbus last weekend, he doesn’t have a large enough body of work
for a team to part with a draft pick, even one that is seeking insurance
with a better No. 3 option.
Alex Biega ($875,000): Depth defenseman has appeared in only three
games and cleared waivers earlier this season. It is doubtful he could be
moved.
Taro Hirose ($825,000): Young forward will become an unrestricted free
agent after the season (Group 6) because he will have played fewer than
80 games by his 25th birthday on June 30. He has some playmaking
skills (12 points in 11 games in Grand Rapids), but it is unlikely a team
would relinquish a draft pick for an impending UFA who might not crack
their lineup this season.
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Poor defense, low energy prevent Red Wings from gaining traction

Updated Mar 31, 6:01 AM; Posted Mar 31, 6:01 AM
By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com

After playing as well as they have all season over the weekend, the
Detroit Red Wings were as porous defensively as they have been in
some time in Tuesday’s 4-1 loss at Florida, by coach Jeff Blashill’s
estimation.
Their inability to sustain success has been a season-long issue. That is
why they have not won more than two games in a row.
The Red Wings were confident and feeling good about themselves after
beating Columbus twice. That feeling didn’t last long as the Panthers
scored 17 seconds into the game and added two more goals before the
13-minute mark.
“It was as bad as we’ve played defensively in a while,” Blashill said.
“Individuals getting beat, getting beat back to the net, not protecting
inside ice, (opponents) getting behind us.
“How do I explain it? We had a bunch of guys that played their B or C
games. … With our hockey club, we need everyone on their A game
every night.”
Their puck management was poor. Giveaways led to all of Florida’s
goals, including a pair by Dylan Larkin on Brett Connolly’s goal at 12:25
of the first and Carter Verhaeghe’s second goal of the game at 12:11 of
the second.
“I had the puck on my stick twice and gave it to them and it’s in the back
of our net,” Larkin said. “That’s on me. I take a lot of responsibility for
that. That’s not the way we have to play, not the way we were playing
and it’s not acceptable.”
Filip Zadina’s power-play goal at 7:29 of the second, a period in which
the Red Wings outshot the Panthers 18-9, generating a lot of chances
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against Sergei Bobrovsky, provided some momentum. It was quickly
dashed with Verhaeghe’s second goal.
But this game was lost early, after Florida scored three times on eight
shots against Calvin Pickard, who was chased after allowing just two
goals in two weekend games.
“Our energy level, especially early in this game, was not there,” Larkin
said. “Playing a lot of hockey and travel.
“It is a grind. Close to game (37) here, you can’t let them just slip by. You
have to find a way to take care of your body, get your mind away from it,
especially on the road. You have to come with energy. You have to be
ready every night. It’s one of the hardest seasons I’ve gone through in
terms of mental and physical health.”
Larkin added, “You can’t make excuses. Everyone goes through it. We
have to have better starts, find a way to come with energy.”
Blashill, whose team fell to 12-21-4, agreed.
“That’s why you have to be great defensively, because you’re not going
to have the same energy level all the time,” he said.
The Red Wings will have a day off in Florida Wednesday before facing
the Panthers (23-9-4) again Thursday at BB&T Center (7 p.m., Bally
Sports Detroit).
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Final 2020 draft board
2021 NHL prospect pool rankings
Risers
Dylan Holloway, C/LW, Edmonton Oilers/Wisconsin Badgers
Drafted: No. 14
My final ranking: No. 18
Here’s the thing about doing a risers list like this one, and Dylan
Holloway in particular: The higher you’re picked, the harder it is to climb
the ranks. When you’re drafted 14th, the players selected in front of you
are exponentially more likely to make the NHL with each slot. So on one
hand, Holloway was already basically universally well-liked before he
was drafted. And on the other, there really aren’t any players taken
ahead of him except maybe one (who I’ll get to in the fallers section)
who’d go any lower in a do-over today. Seth Jarvis, taken 13th, could’ve
easily been on this list. Anton Lundell, taken 12th, has a strong case to
go higher. Yaroslav Askarov, taken 11th, is still Yaroslav Askarov and the
same reasons the Predators took a goalie that high likely mean they’d
take him again with that pick now. You get the idea.
But that doesn’t mean that Holloway hasn’t taken significant — more
significant than his peers — steps forward. He has. And so he fits the bill
for this kind of analysis. He was one of the fastest, most athletic, most
consistently effective players in college hockey this season and he did it
as a 19-year-old. Holloway’s always going to be at his best when he’s
playing an up-tempo, engaged north-south style, but he has always had
good east-west skill in his own way too, and that really began to pop this
year, which bodes well for his pro future.
Thomas Bordeleau, C, San Jose Sharks/Michigan Wolverines

The Athletic / Wheeler: Risers and fallers from the 2020 NHL Draft

Drafted: No. 38
My final ranking: No. 33

By Scott Wheeler
Apr 1, 2021

It’s hard to believe that we’re coming up on 200 days since the 2020 NHL
Draft, but here we are.
Each March, as seasons wrap up, this column emerges out of the games
that were played and the progress (or lack thereof) of the preceding
draft’s prospects. This year, it’s coming to you in April because, in case
you haven’t noticed, things are running a little behind in the hockey world
— and the real world.
But the process is the same and the evaluation of these players, of
where they were picked, and of where I had them ranked pre-draft, never
really ends until they’ve either made it or they haven’t.
And the questions from readers don’t either. It’s some variation of the
same question, and it comes every year around this time: “Where would
you take Player X today?”
It’s a worthwhile question, too. These players change quickly. They’re
teenagers when they’re drafted and they’re still teenagers, in most cases,
for a year or two after they’re picked. Some hit walls and plateau. Others
take off and ramp up on steep inclines.
So while it’s too early to draw firm conclusions on players in either
direction, it’s not too early to update where I’m at on some of the
prospects who’ve changed my opinion (for better or worse), or who’ve
begun to show signs that they were taken too high or too low. The
evaluations don’t stop here, either. Each summer, I re-draft the classes of
three years earlier. So this is just the first of several reviews of these
prospects.
Note: The risers and fallers that follow are a combination of players
whose play has changed how I view them, or whose play has varied
starkly vis-a-vis where they were picked. They are sorted relative to
where they were taken in the draft.

It’s a bummer Michigan’s season ended prematurely due to COVID-19
protocol because it was going to be must-watch in the tournament, and
Bordeleau, who already missed on world juniors gold with Team USA,
was a big part of that. He led the Wolverines in scoring with 30 points in
24 games to win the Big Ten’s rookie of the year award and even a nod
on the conference’s second all-star team. I was a little higher on
Bordeleau than where he was picked and ranked him inside the first
round at various points last season, but I’d bet on him going in the
20s/early 30s today. I was particularly impressed with his play away from
the puck this season. He has always been able to drive a line, impact a
power play and facilitate. But he was a reliable three-zone player on that
star-studded team too, which hasn’t always been the case.
Mason Lohrei, LHD, Boston Bruins/Green Bay Gamblers
Drafted: No. 58
My final ranking: Not ranked in my top 100
I was fairly critical of the Bruins taking Lohrei, an overager with some
warts, in the second round. And while his exceptional season in the
USHL this year needs to be understood within the context of his age (he
turned 20 in January and will be on the older side for a freshman when
he joins Ohio State next year) and his size (he’s 6-foot-4 and 200-plus
pounds, often playing against 16 and 17-year-olds), he has been so good
this year, even knowing each of those other things, that he now looks like
a good pick there. He leads Green Bay in scoring by double digits and
the league’s defensemen by more. So consider this more of a riser for
me than necessarily relative to where he was picked.
He has always been an aggressive two-way defender who has been
active in the rush and eager to attack off of the point, but I’ve liked the
way he’s settled things down when the play has called for it this year. It
doesn’t look as loose and sloppy this year.
It looks like soft little outlets this:
It looks like better management and a little more deception on the power
play:
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And then every so often he picks his spot and ends up all over the
offensive zone to create a chance, or better yet, score from the slot:
Zayde Wisdom, RW, Philadelphia Flyers/Lehigh Valley
Phantoms/Kingston Frontenacs
Drafted: No. 94
My final ranking: No. 73
Wisdom has cooled down offensively after a hot start, but he has still
adjusted seamlessly to the AHL level no matter how you look at it. There
are times in games when he wins every race and 50-50 battle he’s in,
and then looks like he can’t be knocked off the puck. And while he has
scored and created his fair share of pretty goals this year, it’s still his play
below the goal line that distinguishes him on little sequences like this
where he pulls the puck out of a scrum, protects it, and then makes a
low-to-high play:
He just looks and plays like a professional hockey player already, and he
won’t turn 19 until July. He looks more like a second or third-rounder than
a fourth.
Elliot Desnoyers, LW, Philadelphia Flyers/Halifax Mooseheads
Drafted: No. 135
My final ranking: Not ranked in my top 100
Speaking of Flyers prospects who’ve outperformed where they were
slotted or where they were picked (or both, in this case). Last season, I
— and seemingly most teams (see: fifth-round pick) — saw a diligent,
hard-working winger with noticeable but uninspiring skill on a stacked
Moncton roster. This season, in Halifax, he has consistently looked more
like it was the depth in front of him than his lack of talent. I’ve watched a
lot of this year’s Mooseheads because of the presence of a few notable
2021 draft-eligibles (as well as Desnoyers and Avalanche prospect Justin
Barron), and Desnoyers is their best forward by a wide margin. On March
25, he was the best player on the ice by a wide margin, recording a hat
trick by scoring in a variety of ways.
And Desnoyers will still do it with his effort, don’t get me wrong. He (No.
91 in white) worked to join the middle rush and drive the middle lane on
this goal, and he didn’t even pick up a point on it:
That effort paid off when it won him this shorthanded race (great tuck in
tight to the backhand) for a goal:
But his work ethic isn’t the be-all and end-all of his game, either. He’s
showing more creativity this year and looking to make things happen for
himself as well, removing some of the simplicity of his game in favor of
more confidence and decisiveness.

fine in the AHL. So this has more to do with where he was picked and the
play of those selected immediately after him than it does him playing
poorly in an admittedly small sample size. I’m confident if he were back in
the OHL playing where he should be, he’d be having a big year as a goto player on a different-looking Ottawa 67’s team. But if there’s one
player taken inside the top-14 who should probably go outside that group
(or further to the back of that group) today, it’s probably Quinn. I still think
he’s got a chance to further add muscle, he’s already a standout athlete
in other ways, he’s going to give a team some versatility in all three
zones and he can put the puck in the net from mid-range. But while
everyone around him (except Marco Rossi due to injury) has taken leaps
forward, he has taken smaller steps this year.
Sam Colangelo, RW, Anaheim Ducks/Northeastern University
Drafted: No. 36
My final ranking: No. 72
Colangelo played 15 games of competitive hockey this season (eight as
a freshman at Northeastern and seven with Team USA at the world
juniors), so take this with the appropriate grain of salt. In saying that,
though, I only came away from one of my viewings of his play (and I’ve
watched almost all of those games either live or on tape) impressed. He
lost his minutes and opportunity as the world juniors went on, eventually
slotting in as the team’s last forward. And when he did get into game
action with Northeastern, he was mostly uninspiring. The worries I had
with Colangelo’s game in his draft year, which resulted in my lower-thanmost slotting, are the same ones I have today. There was always going
to be a kid on that stacked Chicago Steel team who surprised and went
on to have a better career than his role on the depth chart indicated; and
there was always someone who was going to struggle to generate their
own offense without all of those playmakers around them. Colangelo felt
like a culprit for the latter because of his heavyset frame and the way it
might (and so far has) limit his ability to get to his spots at higher levels
when the pace ratchets up. He just looks a little too grounded in the ice
out there at times, and that limits his above-average skill, his hard shot
and his impressive presence over pucks. I still think he’s got a chance to
become a good third-line player at the next level, but the top of the
second round was probably too early for that leap given how many
highly-skilled players taken soon after him had big seasons.
Cross Hanas, C/LW, Detroit Red Wings/Lincoln Stars
Drafted: No. 55
My final ranking: Not ranked in my top 100

Fallers

Hanas was among the small number of CHL players who made the
difficult decision to play in the USHL this year instead of waiting for
Portland to return and it hasn’t gone according to plan for the secondround pick. He has continued to play a thorny, aggressive, forechecking
style that keeps him involved in the play one way or another; and he
occasionally flashes some good puck skill in dashes to the front of the
net. But I also think the tempo and tenacity that he plays with is more
eye-catching than effective, and I think that fooled some evaluators into
noticing him a lot. He just hasn’t taken steps forward and can’t seem to
score or generate the chances needed to. There isn’t a single player
taken in the 56-70 range in the 15 picks after Hanas who I wouldn’t take
over him today — and I expect NHL scouts would likely agree. He wasn’t
the same level of prospect as Tristen Robins, Roni Hirvonen, Topi
Niemela, Kasper Simontaival, Lukas Cormier or Eemil Viro on draft day,
and I would argue the gap has widened.

Jack Quinn, RW/LW, Buffalo Sabres/Rochester Americans/Ottawa 67’s

Luke Prokop, RHD, Nashville Predators/Calgary Hitmen

Drafted: No. 8

Drafted: No. 73

My final ranking: No. 15

My final ranking: Not ranked in my top 100

It’s worth starting the following two things:

Prokop is only just starting his new season, and I debated excluding him
from this because of that, but I’ve watched a handful of his games
already and he hasn’t looked good, especially with the puck in his hands.
He’s big, he’s a righty, he’s decently mobile, he closes out a lot of plays
in the neutral zone and he can cover a lot of territory fairly quickly inside
his own end. But he has never made plays with the puck at a level to me
that suggests he’s ever going to be more than a sixth or seventh
defenseman in the NHL if he’s lucky, and those are the players you
should maybe be targeting in the final rounds of the draft, not the third.

I loved this spin-pass to set up a chance:
I loved this curl into the slot to look to shoot and score, which he does
(although the defending is, uh, suspect to say the least):
He’s not in “he’s going to be an NHL player” territory yet, but my
confidence level is definitely rising.
Other risers: Topi Niemela (TOR), Veeti Miettinen (TOR), Carter Savoie
(EDM), Tim Stützle (OTT), Sean Farrell (MTL), Seth Jarvis (CAR), Devon
Levi (FLA).

It’s harder to peg so-called “fallers” in a year like this, where most kids
have played reduced schedules, than it is to find players who’ve
impressed.
Jack Quinn is a legitimate, high-end prospect.
I thought he was better than people gave him credit for at the world
juniors, he then impressed in the Sabres’ training camp and he has been
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When the speed of play ramps up, he too often caves under pressure
and looks sloppy. There’s just very little to his game on the offensive half,
which results in a lot of simple plays and his fair share of turnovers. It
also doesn’t help that Ty Smilanic, Jean-Luc Foudy, Daniil Gushchin and
Calle Clang, the four players taken immediately after him, have all shown
real progress.
Jake Boltmann, RHD, Calgary Flames/Lincoln Stars/University of Notre
Dame
Drafted: No. 80
My final ranking: Not ranked in my top 100
Boltmann was one of the more head-scratching selections on draft day
for me (I wouldn’t have considered drafting him at all, to be blunt, let
alone in the third round) and then he had a difficult year split between the
USHL and college, going pointless in a combined 25 games. The
production itself isn’t the end of the world. He plies his trade as a toughminutes defender. But I’d be pretty shocked if he developed into more
than a low-level pro player on the back of that quality. More and more,
the prospects that make it as third-pairing or fourth-line types in the NHL
are the ones who were first-pairing players and first-line players at lower
levels. It’s hard to go from a guy who looked like a depth player at lower
levels and become something more than that as you progress up ranks.
Boltmann’s going to be a good two-way type in time in college, but there
are some clear holes to fill to be more than that.
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Too-many-men penalty shots, 3-minute
power plays and more weird NHL rules

Yes, Rule 10.5, the noble stick measurement. A rule that most fans
know, even if many of them have never actually seen it used. Players are
limited in how deep a curve their stick can have, and there’s an entire
process laid out in the rulebook for how a measurement is conducted.
But it’s one of the few rules in the book that’s not up to the officials to call;
instead, the rule is only ever invoked when an opposing coach requests it
(at the expense of a delay-of-game penalty if he’s wrong).
That’s probably smart, since we don’t want referees constantly stopping
the game to measure every blade that looks suspicious. But for reasons
nobody’s quite clear on, asking for a measurement has become one of
those things that coaches just don’t do, with whole seasons going by
without anyone even trying. That’s despite the fact that just about
everyone agrees that there are plenty of players using illegal curves for
at least some of each game. You’d think coaches would look to exploit
that in a do-anything-to-win NHL, especially when Jacques Demers won
a Cup with a well-timed measurement. But nope. It’s almost a forgotten
rule.
And that’s why it might surprise you to learn that the NHL rulebook
includes an entire section on the escalating penalties for repeat offenders
— and those penalties get pretty darn severe.
First offenders get off easy, with a minor penalty and a $200 fine that
probably felt like a lot a few decades ago. A second offense in the same
season sees the fine shoot all the way up to $1,000. But it’s the third
offense where things get interesting: The player gets hit with an
automatic ejection, plus a one-game suspension. And for any
subsequent offenses, the suspension keeps doubling each time.
10.5: … For a third offense in the same season, the player shall (in
addition to the minor penalty) be assessed a game misconduct and an
automatic one game suspension. For all additional violations in the same
season, the automatic suspension to the player shall (in addition to the
minor penalty and game misconduct assessed during the game) double
for each subsequent violation of this rule (i.e. first suspension – one
game, second suspension – two games, third suspension – four games
etc.)

Apr 1, 2021

In theory, a player who stubbornly insisted on playing with the same
illegal stick all season could rack up an eighth minor penalty that would
result in an automatic 32-game suspension, which would stand as the
second-longest in NHL history for an on-ice incident. Because his stick
blade was too bendy.

It’s been a rough week for NHL officials. After last week’s Tim Peel
scandal, and the NHL’s subsequent decision to permanently remove one
of their longest serving referees from the job, everyone seems to be
watching the calls and non-calls with extra scrutiny. When even Jack
Edwards is sounding kind of reasonable, you know people are fed up.

Of course, that would require coaches to actually use the rule, so the
whole point is probably moot. Until then, just remember that if there was
a player out there who was used to playing with an illegal curve, some
rival and/or playoff opponent could have him facing automatic
suspensions with just a couple of measurement requests.

Hell, you could do a better job than the guys the league has now. At least
you know the rulebook!

Too-many-men can be a penalty shot

By Sean McIndoe

Or … do you?
I mean, do you really know it? Because it’s weird. I’ve pointed this out a
few times over the years, and whenever I do people accuse me of
making stuff up, or doing a bit. I’m not. I’m just reading the rulebook,
sometimes very literally, and telling you what’s in there. Or in some
cases, what isn’t.
So today, I thought it might be fun to take a break from yelling about the
NHL’s officiating, and spend some time remembering how weird the
rulebook they’re working from can be. I don’t really have a theme here
other than “this stuff is strange” and I’m not trying to make any grander
point. I just think this stuff is fun, and maybe you will too. Let’s learn five
weird rules I’m betting you may not have known about.
An illegal stick curve can be an automatic suspension
The only thing NHL fans love more than complaining about the referees
is complaining about the suspensions coming from the Department of
Player Safety. But while most of the suspension calls do have to come
from the DoPS, there are a few instances in the rulebook that call for
automatic, no-questions-asked bans. That includes serious infractions
like leaving the bench to start a fight or physically assaulting officials. But
it also includes stick measurements.

Pretty much every team has its own too-many-men horror story, and we
all love to share them and argue over whose was the worst right up until
a Bruins fan shows up and we realize we can’t compete with that whole
thing.
But as frustrating as it is to watch your team get tagged with a minor for
having an extra guy on the ice, it could be worse. Did you know that a
too-many-men infraction can be an automatic penalty shot?
Oh, it’s exceedingly unlikely, to the extent that we’ll probably never see it
happen. But it’s there, in rule 74.4, and the reasoning makes sense.
As you’ve probably guessed, there are a couple of ingredients here that
don’t show up on a typical too-many-men call. The first is timing — the
penalty shot rule only comes into effect in overtime, or if it’s late enough
in regulation that the entire minor penalty couldn’t be served to
completion. And more importantly, it wouldn’t apply on a run-of-the-mill,
“whoops we got confused at the bench” screwup. The penalty shot only
applies to cases where the referee judges the too-many-men infraction to
have been committed deliberately.
74.4: If by reason of insufficient playing time remaining, or by reason of
penalties already imposed, a bench minor penalty is imposed for
deliberate illegal substitution (too many men on the ice) which cannot be
served in its entirety within the legal playing time, or at any time in
overtime, a penalty shot shall be awarded against the offending team.
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Why would a team ever send out too many players on purpose? There
are actually a few scenarios where it could be worth doing. A team could
have a guy jump on the ice to disrupt an overtime breakaway, or to stop
an opposing player from scoring into an empty net in the last minute. Or
you could have a team that was already killing a 5-on-3 at the end of a
game, and just kept sending out extra players knowing they couldn’t go
down more than two men.
There was a time when the NHL rulebook didn’t have anything to offer in
those situations, other than the same minor penalty it would call for
anywhere else. Rule 74.4 was added to give the referees some
discretion for obvious gamesmanship, and now they can call a penalty
shot for any late-game too-many-men shenanigans.

Then Bob Hartley tried it in 2006 and Ron Wilson went for it in 2008, it
didn’t work, and that was pretty much the end of that.
But yes, as those coaches taught us, you can swap goalies right before a
shootout. OK, but what about a penalty shot?
The same logic would apply — some guys are just better in that situation
than others, and if the difference was extreme then a coach might prefer
to make the switch, get the save, and then go right back to the starter
once play resumes. Is that allowed?
No, as it turns out. You can bring in a new goalie for a penalty shot, but
you can’t switch back once the shot is done. The new goalie has to stay
in the game until the next whistle.

If this all sounds like the sort of thing that only a demented mind could
come up with, well … yeah. As some of you probably guessed, we can
thank our old friend Roger Neilson for this one, as the NHL’s ultimate
outside-the-box thinker was the one who came up with the scenarios that
forced the league to adopt various weird rules, including this one.

24.2: … The team against whom the penalty shot has been assessed
may replace their goalkeeper to defend against the shot, however, the
substitute goalkeeper is required to remain in the game until the next
stoppage of play.

A call can result in one team getting a three-minute power play

So there you go. You can swap in your shootout specialist for a penalty
shot, but he has to stick around for at least a little bit of actual hockey.

Every fan has had the feeling of knowing that a penalty was coming
against their team, and wondering if it would be a minor or a major. You
watch nervously as the officials confer with each other, then the
timekeeper. You look up at the scoreboard and wait to see what number
will flash across the screen, a manageable 2:00 or the dreaded 5:00.

(By the way, the rulebook also specifies that only the backup is eligible to
come in, not a third-string or another goaltender. So no Zamboni drivers
for you.)

And then you see … 3:00?

The NHL rulebook is a very long and complicated document, but it leaves
out all sorts of stuff. It doesn’t define charging, for example, or how long a
delay needs to be for a hit to be late. It’s pretty hand-wavey on what
constitutes possession. A lot of the descriptions of various fouls are, let’s
just say, subjective.

It can happen. Three-minute power plays are a thing, but they’re rare, as
you probably guessed based on the fact that you’ve probably never seen
one. But take a dive into rule 19.4, and you’ll find the one scenario where
it can happen.
First things first: No, there’s not actually a three-minute penalty hidden
away that you didn’t know about. Instead, the three-minute power play
scenario relies on one team getting two minutes while the other gets
called for five. That’s not all that hard to imagine — maybe there’s a
major on a dirty hit and a teammate jumps in for a roughing minor, or one
guy drops the glove to pummel an opponent who just tripped someone.
Chances are, you’ve seen something like that play out a time or two. But
you probably didn’t see it go on the board as a three-minute power play.
At least, not right away. That’s because both penalties would normally
start at the same time, meaning the two teams would come out of the
situation at even strength. There wouldn’t be a power play until the minor
ended, assuming there were no other calls in the meantime. You
wouldn’t actually see the three minutes go up on the board.
However, there’s an exception in the rulebook, and it’s one that makes
sense. In overtime, or the final five minutes of regulation, the differential
moves up to the start of the penalties. That means that in the two-andfive situation outlined above, fans would see the three-minute power play
go into effect immediately.
By the way, if you really want to nerd out on this stuff, flip to the back of
the rulebook and check out the impossibly detailed Table 15, which lists
pretty much every combination of minors and majors that two teams
could come up with. There are 32 in all, and the five-and-two scenario is
the 19th on the list.
Table 15: In the last five minutes of the game or anytime in overtime, the
three minute differential will be posted on the penalty clock. Team B will
play short-handed for three minutes and it will be served in the same
manner as a major penalty.
And in case you’re wondering — yes, the same logic applies if one team
gets a major and the other gets a double-minor, meaning there could
also be a one-minute power play in the final five minutes or overtime.

We’ll close on this because it’s my favorite.

But then you get to rule 80, and you find a rare case of the rulebook
being ahead of the game. They’ve already figured out how to handle a
play that’s literally never happened because nobody in the league is
capable of pulling it off. But somebody will someday, and the NHL is
ready for them.
The play in question is the use of a lacrosse-style puck whip during a
breakaway. We’ve seen a version of that move from behind the net,
although even that remains exceedingly rare, and understandably so. It’s
hard enough to pull off when you get to start off standing still behind a
goalie’s back; it would be an entirely new level of difficulty to do it when
you’re moving toward him with speed. Not impossible — if you check
social media, you can find clips of various kids and amateurs pulling it off,
almost always in practice or exhibitions. It will make its way to the NHL
someday.
So when it does, will it be legal?
Yes, as it turns out, although with an important caveat. As described in
Rule 80.1 and reinforced in rule 24.2, lacrosse-style moves are legal as
long as the puck never goes above a player’s shoulder and isn’t above
the crossbar on release. Either of those would trigger the high-sticking
the puck rule, and cause the play to be blown dead (on a breakaway) or
the attempt to be disqualified (on a penalty shot or shootout).
80.1: … Cradling the puck on the blade of the stick (like lacrosse) above
the normal height of the shoulders shall be prohibited and a stoppage of
play shall result. If this is done by a player on a penalty shot or shootout
attempt, the shot shall be stopped immediately and considered complete.
In other words, it’s still high-sticking, even if you maintain control of the
puck in the air. That’s a weird sentence that wouldn’t have made any
sense even if a few years ago but does now. And for once, the NHL
rulebook is ahead of the game.

You can’t swap in a new goalie just for a penalty shot
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When the shootout first came in, some of us wondered whether we’d see
coaches switch goalies for them. If you had a starter who was shaky in
shootouts and a backup who was very good, would it be worth it to make
the switch? The new guy would be coming in cold, but maybe it might still
make sense if the two guys had a big gap in shootout success. It would
be kind of like a baseball manager bringing in a closer. Think outside the
box, right?

1186499

Websites

The Athletic / When will youth sports return to normal in Canada?
Infectious disease expert Dr. Isaac Bogoch answers your questions
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By Sean Fitz-Gerald
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Dr. Isaac Bogoch is an infectious diseases expert based at Toronto
General Hospital who has, through the course of the pandemic, taken on
a series of new titles. He has been an advisor to the NHL Players’
Association, participated in the Ontario government’s COVID-19 vaccine
distribution task force, and also likely appears on your TV screen at least
once a day, answering questions and combatting disinformation.
In non-pandemic times, he is also a beer league defenceman and a
hockey parent. And for the second time since this all began last year,
Bogoch is fielding return-to-play questions from readers of The Athletic.
Is it safe to sign my kid up for outdoor soccer for the spring or summer?
So there’s the scientific answer, and then there is the “what’s actually
going to happen” answer, and sometimes, those two don’t align.
The scientific answer is: Yes. This is a very, very low-risk environment.
It’s outdoors, and it’s generally understood that the risk of transmission is
markedly less in outdoor environments compared to indoor
environments. Of course, that risk isn’t zero per cent, but it’s really, really
low.
I think that in addition to that, we don’t just think about the players on the
field. We also think about the community they interact with. By the
summer, hopefully, most eligible individuals will have had at least a first
dose of a vaccine and we’ll have seen tremendous protection in the
community. So the repercussions of a positive case that may occur in a
kid — in soccer, or in another sporting activity — won’t be as pronounced
as it would have been, for example, in the summer of 2020.
That’s the science.
What’s actually going to happen? I truly don’t know. We will ultimately
have to rely on the guidance and advice of our public health leadership at
the provincial and municipal levels. And I’m sure we’ll hear more details
as the summer gets closer and closer.
Do we have a good idea about transmissibility across the different sports
— from say tennis to soccer or basketball or hockey?
There’s emerging evidence from professional sports, and even amateur
sports, looking at this. This is predominantly an infection that’s
transmitted in indoor settings, particularly when people are close together
with no masks. Regardless of the sport, if people are crammed into a
locker room — with poor ventilation, without physical distancing, without
masks — you can be certain that is a perfect place for this virus to
spread.
Having said that, in the conduct of play, sports that are outdoors —
baseball, soccer, basketball could be outdoors — are way less risky
compared to indoor sports. And having said that, nothing is without risk.
You can’t physically distance in soccer.
It’s pretty easy to do it in tennis. And tennis would be like the ultimate
low-risk environment. Outdoors and separated by several metres. That’s
very, very safe.

Having said that, I do think that, as case numbers start to decline, as
more and more people are vaccinated, as we see hospitals
decompressed … we will see a gradual shift in the number of people who
are permitted to gather in indoor settings, and in outdoor settings. And
that also includes getting people into the stands.
I don’t think it’s going to happen overnight. But there will likely be a time
where they will allow a certain number of people into the stands — and
then more people, and more and more and more. And we will get back to
packing that stadium, and other stadiums.
It’s just going to be a slow and gradual process.
Outdoor baseball begins in mid-April. We follow physical distancing, hand
hygiene, sanitize equipment and baseballs regularly and do not share
equipment. The question is, outdoors: To mask or not to mask?
It depends on who you ask. If you can maintain two metres outdoors, the
risk of transmission is negligible. Even without two-metre distancing
outdoors, for fleeting contacts, the risk of transmission is negligible.
Having said that, masks are pretty innocuous, and pretty easy to add,
and may add an element of safety. I think we’re going to have to see
what our senior public health officials ultimately decide. There will be
recreational sports this summer — at least, there should be — and we
can harness our knowledge of how this virus is transmitted to create
safer environments.
And, certainly, outdoors is way safer than indoors. It’s not zero per cent
risk, but then again, nothing is. I’ll be curious to see what they say about
masks. I just don’t know. I truly don’t know what they’re going to say.
If we return to youth sports, would we still be at risk — as with having a
child in school — of being sent home to self-isolate if there is a positive
COVID-19 exposure somewhere on the team?
This will be interesting, because we’re entering an interesting period of
time in Canada. Some people will have not been vaccinated. Some
people will have one of two doses of a vaccine. And some people will be
fully vaccinated.
We need advice from our federal public health leadership to determine
what is acceptable behaviour, and what is not acceptable behaviour. If
we look at the United States, the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, they’ve actually come out with very pragmatic advice for
people who have been fully vaccinated.
For example, if someone has been fully vaccinated — that basically
means you have received two doses of your vaccine, and you’ve waited
two weeks after your second dose — if you have a close contact with
someone who has COVID-19 and you have no symptoms, you don’t
need to quarantine.
We haven’t heard from Canadian leadership what the plan is for people
who are fully vaccinated or partially vaccinated. We obviously know what
happens to people who are not vaccinated: They definitely need to
quarantine.
Youth outdoor sports has been restricted after two people under age 20
died in Ontario. Is that an overreaction?
There are a couple of things to unpack here. One is, I think we should be
taking the approach of “how do we do things safely, rather than canceling
everything?”

Hockey, unfortunately, has been the source of several outbreaks. We’ve
seen this in Canada. We’ve seen this in the United States. This is in
minor hockey-league scenarios. How much of that is on the ice versus on
the bench, versus in the locker room? It’s not entirely clear.

Oftentimes, I think we’ll find that we can do things safely, perhaps with a
few modifications. And that includes youth sports. That also includes the
arts, as well.

But what is clear is: The indoor sports are not nearly as safe as the
outdoor sports.

The second point is, sometimes we find that you probably can’t do
something safely. It’s just too hard to do and, in which case, unfortunately
some things have been canceled.

What is the percentage chance I’ll be watching Blue Jays game at
Rogers Centre live at any point this summer?
I don’t think it’s outlandish. I don’t think we’re going to see the flick of a
switch and, all of the sudden, 55,000 people are going to be crammed in
there, spilling beer on each other, eating hot dogs and cheering their
faces off.

The third thing is: We probably could do more things safely than what we
are doing now. It’s my opinion — it’s certainly not shared by everyone —
that we probably canceled too many things and we probably could have
done more things in a safe manner.
The fourth point is that, even though kids may not get that sick, they can
still get infected, and they can still transmit the infection to others. And, of
course, we know that kids can be involved in amplifying the infection, and
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they can certainly bring this home and infect parents or grandparents or
neighbours, or other friends. And these are individuals who may be more
prone to severe illness.
Is it safe to swim indoors?
The devil’s in the details, right? It’s an indoor environment, and of course
there’s physical activity, so there’s more huffing and puffing, which
makes this less safe.
But quite frankly, swimming indoors can mean vastly different things. You
have Olympic-sized pools, and if you only have a handful of people in the
pool — who are physically distanced by metres and metres and metres
— the risk is probably miniscule.
Whereas, if you cram a ton of people into an indoor pool, don’t be
surprised if you see transmission in that scenario.
How might we treat a return-to-play when we are looking at a scenario
where parents are vaccinated, but children are not?
This will be interesting because I think we’re going to see changes with
time. For starters, Canada has approved vaccines for as young as 16
years of age.
What’s interesting is that, in the near future, there is likely to be clinical
trial results available that have looked at vaccination in those as young
as 12 years of age.
That’s expected to come out, probably, before or during the summer. I
think we’ll be able to start vaccinating younger and younger cohorts
sooner than what many people believe.

I don’t see why not. But of course, as always, the details are important.
How many people are going to be in that indoor environment? How
adherent are people going to be to masks? How good is the ventilation in
the gym? How are you going to ensure that there’s not crowding in
bottleneck places like the locker room?
If you can truly create a safe indoor space — spread people out, ensure
they’re wearing masks, really help out with the crowd control — you can
create a very, very low-risk environment. People have to recognize that
we’re not in the business of risk elimination. We’re in the business of risk
mitigation.
You can significantly mitigate the risk, but you won’t be able to eliminate
it.
It’s high school basketball? So I presume a lot of those players are going
to be 16 years and older. So many of these individuals might be eligible
for vaccination sooner than what many might believe. It’s feasible that
many of those individuals could be vaccinated throughout the course of
the summer, or by early September — obviously, you’d expect this to
function business as usual if everyone’s vaccinated.
Can I watch Maple Leafs playoff games in my backyard with friends this
spring?
We’ve got to adhere to the local public health gathering limits. You could
go on the public health websites where you live to see how many people
are allowed to congregate in an indoor environment and in an outdoor
environment.

But even with that, that still leaves out those under the age of 12, and of
course, youth sports is extremely important in those age groups, as well.
There are clinical trials that are enrolling the six-months-to-12-year-old
age groups right now.

But by and large, most places would give that a green light and would
probably just limit the number of people who are allowed. You’ve still got
to physically distance. But you can get a TV and some patio furniture out
there and watch a game without any issue and do so safely. I would just
caution people to ensure that you’ve got the right number of people
there, that aligns with the local public health guidance.

It takes a bit of time for that data to accrue, but I think it’s fair to say that,
sometime in late 2021, we will have data for younger and younger age
cohorts. And vaccine programs will expand into those age cohorts.

When do you think we’ll return to a version of the 2019 world?

We still have to be careful. We don’t want kids to get this infection. Even
though kids are at lower risk of having severe outcomes, there are some
severe outcomes associated in children, and we don’t want anyone to get
this infection. We’d rather have them vaccinated.

I think we’re going to start along that pathway following the tail end of the
third wave that we’re having in many parts of Canada. It’s going to be a
long road, but that process starts when case numbers dip down in parts
of the country that are having a third wave.

I still think that, if a significant proportion of adults are vaccinated, we can
lower community transmission significantly, and that creates much safer
environments for everybody, including kids who are unvaccinated. So
we’re still likely able to conduct youth sporting activity in a much safer
manner.
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Of course, until everyone’s vaccinated, it’s not 100 per cent safe. And
even when everyone is vaccinated, it’s not 100 per cent safe. It’s just a
much, much safer environment.

Sportsnet.ca / Hamonic's ordeal shows human aspect of Canucks'
COVID-19 pause

Do you think we will see a normal youth hockey season for 2021-2022?
Games against other teams, full rosters, parents in the stands etc.
The first caveat here is: I don’t know, and this is purely a guess. The
second caveat is: There’s science, and then there is public health advice,
and sometimes the two don’t always align. The third caveat is, things
change, and variants of concern that are circulating can throw a monkey
wrench into anything.
Having said that, I think that it’s very reasonable to expect there to be a
2021-22 youth hockey season. I don’t think it will be the same as a prepandemic season, but it will be along the spectrum closer to a prepandemic season than the non-season that we had this year.
There might be some modifications. There might be some additional
rules. It’s hard to know what those are going to be. But I think if case
numbers plummet in Canada — as we expect them to do with mass
vaccine programs rolling out — I think it’s fair to say there will be a 202122 youth hockey season.
I’m a youth/high school basketball coach hoping to give my players
chances to get back in the gym doing individual skill work at their own
net/rim. If they are wearing masks and keeping their distance from other
players, is there any reason this activity should not be permitted?
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Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet
April 1, 2021, 9:43 PM

VANCOUVER – There could be no more human aspect to the Vancouver
Canucks’ entanglement with COVID-19, nor a more immediate reminder
of priorities, than defenceman Travis Hamonic being added Thursday to
the NHL’s COVID protocol list.
He joined winger Adam Gaudette and an unidentified member of the
coaching staff on the team’s COVID list as the NHL announced the
postponement of another three games for the Canucks, who were
supposed to end a six-day schedule break Wednesday at Rogers Arena
against the Calgary Flames.
Other Canucks players will continue to self-isolate and Vancouver will not
practise again until at least next Tuesday and won’t play any sooner than
next Thursday’s road game against the Flames, the NHL said in a press
release.
These are minimum target dates. The Canucks could be shut down
longer pending further daily testing for COVID-19 and its variants.
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Gaudette was pulled from practice on Tuesday when his Monday test for
the coronavirus came back positive 24 hours later. After an expedited
round of tests on Wednesday, the league postponed the CanucksFlames game shortly before puck drop that night.
The addition of Hamonic to the COVID protocol list should frighten any
parent.
Playing for the Flames last season, the 30-year-old defenceman from St.
Malo, Man., opted out of the summer Stanley Cup tournament after his
daughter, Charlie, suffered a serious respiratory illness when she was
eight months old.
He explained his decision not to play in this achingly-honest statement in
July: “Like every parent, everything we do is to provide and protect our
kids and try to take away any suffering they may endure. Last year, we
spent the longest, scariest and hardest week of our lives by our
daughter's hospital bedside. We were unsure of what would come next.
But with God's strength, our little girl fought her respiratory virus and
recovered during that long week. We were helpless and couldn't do
anything to help her except hold her little hands, kiss her head and pray.
We saw what a respiratory virus can do to our healthy little girl. And it's
something no parent wants or should go through. Now, blessed with our
second child, a baby boy, the risk of today's COVID-19 pandemic is a
very difficult one to weigh as parents.”
His daughter’s illness in January 2019 came a few months after Hamonic
and his wife, Stephanie, partnered the Flames in a charity initiative called
Charlie’s Children to provide items like cribs, strollers and car seats to
low-income families expecting a baby.
Fearful of bringing COVID-19 into his family, Hamonic chose not to play
for the Flames last summer.

When Vancouver players arrived Thursday morning for their daily
COVID-19 tests, a drive-through test site had been set up in the
underground parkade so that players would not physically enter the
arena. Ordinarily, daily testing occurs in a restricted area on the Level100 concourse.
The Canucks planned to continue expedited testing through Friday.
It is not known which coach is in COVID-19 protocol, but several
members of the staff were self-isolating at a nearby hotel in order to
avoid contact with their families.
All NHL teams have a contact-tracing officer who works to identify
anyone within the organization requiring quarantine due to contact with
someone who is COVID-positive. Vancouver Coastal Health, the
government authority with jurisdiction over the Canucks, conducts its own
contact-tracing investigation on all known cases.
It’s possible news for the Canucks could get worse.
As it stands, the team that had the worst NHL schedule in Canada at the
start of this shortened season will now also have one of the worst ones to
end it when its final 19 games are further compressed due to this week’s
outbreak.
But these are only hockey games. Remember that.
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He ended his statement with this: “I wish I could lace up my skates and
be out there battling, blocking a shot, and helping the team win. But my
family has and always will come first. Being my little kids' dad every day
is the most important job I have.”

Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens distancing themselves from 2020's failures,
growing under Ducharme

Hamonic was just 10 years old when he lost his own father.

Eric Engels@EricEngels

An unsigned free agent throughout the off-season, Hamonic joined the
Canucks in January on a professional tryout and agreed to a one-year
contract. And now he has tested positive for COVID-19.

April 2, 2021, 12:05 AM

The ordeal he is enduring – and the risk to his family – should provide
pause and context to fans who are disappointed or, worse, angry that
hockey games are being postponed.
Shortly before news broke Thursday about Hamonic and the Canucks’
schedule, Micaela Gaudette, Adam’s wife, decried on Twitter the abuse
her husband has been taking on social media.

Short history lesson for you: The Montreal Canadiens lose Paul Byron
and Jonathan Drouin in the same game, in November 2019, and then
proceed to go 15-18-4 until they’re back in February 2020. It’s a stint that
features two eight-game winless streaks, with a Brendan Gallagher
concussion smack in the middle of it, in case you forgot.
Just hideous.

“A human being gets sick with a virus we don’t know much about and
y’all are angry at him because you can’t watch a hockey game,” she
tweeted.

It’s barely been a year since then, but it feels like it all happened much
longer ago — especially on this night, with the Canadiens notching their
third consecutive win sans leading-scorer Tyler Toffoli and first-pairing
defenceman Ben Chiarot.

She revealed her husband “isn’t in great shape” but she’s taking care of
him.

It was a 4-1 domination of the Ottawa Senators that was anything but
ugly.

Naturally, there are questions about the timing of tests and how close the
Canucks came to playing a game Wednesday with Hamonic in the
lineup.

So, what’s different? Let’s start with the depth of the roster. Boy, did it
shine through on Thursday.

The Montreal Canadiens, who emerged Tuesday from their own weeklong COVID-19 shutdown that included confirmation from general
manager Marc Bergevin that winger Joel Armia had contracted one of the
highly-transmissible variants, have had same-day test returns all season.
The Canucks and other teams, including the Edmonton Oilers, have
contracts with labs to provide test results within 24 hours.
On Wednesday, however, the Canucks worked with LifeLabs to get their
tests expedited and the results returned before their game, which
resulted in the postponement.
An NHL spokesman told Sportsnet that lab capacities and volume vary
by city, but the Canucks have operated entirely with testing protocols and
timeframes approved by the league.

Let us count the ways:
1. Backup Jake Allen was excellent, improving his save percentage to
.922. He’s won five of 12 starts and collected points in four of the losses.
2. Byron scored the 10th shorthanded goal of his career, Montreal’s
eighth this season, and it was his third point in his last two games. He
was on waivers twice this year, but that feels like a distant memory now,
too.
3. Victor Mete, a regular top-four defenceman over the last two seasons
who had to wait until Feb. 1 to get into a game this season, had an assist
and helped the Canadiens control 53 per cent of the shot attempts in just
over 14 minutes of ice-time at 5-on-5 from the third pairing.
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4. With Eric Staal all but certain to take his job when he comes out of
quarantine, rookie Jake Evans played his best game of the season,
setting up two goals in style.
5. Tomas Tatar and Phillip Danault, two players in contract years who
were relegated to secondary roles and struggled mightily in them through
the first half of the season, combined for four points in this game.
Danault, who didn’t score a goal for the first 24 games of the season, had
one on this night to bring his total to three, and he has eight points in his
last four games. Tatar had two assists to keep a five-game point streak
alive, over which he’s notched two goals and seven assists.
Depth was supposed to be this team’s superpower — especially in a
North Division rife with superstar talent the Canadiens are short on.
“From the start of the year, it’s something we touched on is the depth that
our team has and the internal competition,” said Jeff Petry (one guy
who’s played like a superstar) earlier on Thursday. “No matter who’s in,
who’s out, we feel like we have a lineup that can win every night.”
The Canadiens looked like they were going to do that after rattling off
seven wins in their first 10 games, but it was all put in doubt over an
eight-game stretch that cost Claude Julien his job as head coach. A
stretch that looked far too familiar to that ugly stuff we saw last year.
But that’s starting to feel like it happened ages ago, too. Suddenly, the
Canadiens once again look like the team they’re built to be, they’re
growing, and that has much to do with interim coach Dominique
Ducharme.
“I’ve played behind a few good teams in the past, I’m very fortunate,” said
Allen, who won the 2019 Stanley Cup with a St. Louis Blues team with
Craig Berube taking over for Mike Yeo as coach mid-stream. “Tonight, I
felt like I was behind one of those really good teams again. It’s just the
way the guys supported the puck, they were in the right positions. They
were patient with it, they dumped pucks in, they didn’t force any plays.
It’s not always about just shooting pucks to the net; it’s about being
patient with the puck.
“I think it’s obviously taken some time to buy into the system that Dom’s
put into place. I’ve been through coaching changes, it takes a couple of
weeks, a month. I think things are starting to click and everyone’s buying
in. If we can do that consistently, we’ll have a good chance to win every
night.”
It took several sleeps to get to this point. An ugly loss or two, some
heartbreakers in overtime/the shootout and some hard-fought wins that
were anything but perfect before the Canadiens emerged again as the
team we thought they were when the season started.
And it took an unexpected one-week break in the schedule, due to two
players being placed in COVID Protocol last Monday, to cement what
Ducharme has been building as a foundation.
“We knew we had a week off, but nobody took it for granted,” said
Danault. “We worked out. Even if it’s not easy — you have a bye week,
you want to relax — but we worked out… We also stayed sharp mentally.
We had a couple of meetings, and everyone was in on the call, so I think
it shows the dedication of our team.”
The way the Canadiens played in Tuesday’s 4-0 win over the Edmonton
Oilers and Thursday’s win over Ottawa showed the dedication to the
system.
And good dedication comes from a healthy team culture.
“Culture takes so long to change, and it’s so hard to do. It’s hard work,
and it’s not always fun work,” Danault said. “But we worked on it a lot
(over the last year) and I think the arrival of Dom really helped us polish
the little details that were missing.”
Combine that with the depth and the internal competition and you’re
getting somewhere.
And when the results start to come from that, like they have over the first
three consecutive wins since January, that creates belief.
“It’s really important,” said Ducharme. “I mean, when you put things in
place and guys start to feel the impact into the game, that’s where the
belief grows. And our guys are doing a great job. We said it before, we

have a great group of guys — they’re a united team and they want to
have success. They’re playing with the right mindset and the right
attitude right now. We’ll keep that and we’ll make our game better every
day.”
It’s what the Canadiens weren’t able to do a year ago, but something
they must continue to do right now — with 23 games to play in 40 nights
to not only lock down a playoff spot but to establish themselves as a top
team.

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.02.2021

1186502

Websites

Sportsnet.ca / Sabres break losing streak, remain among worst of salary
cap era

Daniel Rainbird@DanielRainbird
April 1, 2021, 2:24 PM

You might’ve woken up this morning, turned on a pot of coffee, and
laughed as you recalled a crazy dream about the Buffalo Sabres winning
a hockey game.
By the time you sit down to have a sip of that daily grind, reality sets in.
It’s not a dream, Buffalo finally won a game after losing 18 straight. It
actually happened.
It looked like the Sabres would break the streak on Monday night when
they had a commanding 3-0 lead over the Philadelphia Flyers heading
into the third period, then the Flyers scored twice to make it 3-2 and
pulled the goalie.
Forward Tage Thompson had the chance to ice the game with an emptynet goal but put the puck just wide of the cage on a one-handed attempt.
And just as fate would have it, the Flyers tied the game on the ensuing
play and scored in overtime to snatch the coveted victory from the hands
of the Sabres, sending the internet into a frenzy.
On Wednesday night, a rematch.
After a great start to the game, Buffalo was once again in winning
position with a three-goal lead heading into the third period.
This time, the Sabres stared their 18-game winless streak dead in the
eye and said, ‘not today,’ adding two more goals to secure their first win
since Feb. 23.
All jokes aside, the Sabres have suffered this season. After an
inconsistent start playing in perhaps the NHL's toughest division, COVID19 spread through the team in February, and they’ve never really
recovered. It doesn’t help that captain Jack Eichel has missed 14 games
with a back injury.
Buffalo is 7-23-5 with a points percentage of .271 – the lowest of any
team in the salary cap era (since 2005-06). Are they the worst team since
2005-06?
Let’s see how the rest of the season plays out, but they’re certainly one
of them.
There was little for St. Louis Blues fans to cheer about even in 2003-04.
That season, they finished with 91 points, but it was worlds better than
the post-lockout version of the team. By the time the 2005-06 season
rolled around, captain Al MacInnis was retired and Chris Pronger had
been traded.
Who was left? Keith Tkachuk, 33, Doug Weight, 34, and Dallas Drake,
36. It’s safe to say the older guys couldn’t keep up in a post-lockout
season with young guns like Sidney Crosby and Alex Ovechkin jumping
on the scene.

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 2, 2021
The Blues finished with 57 points and a minus-95 goal-differential.
Weight was traded mid-season, the team suspended Tkachuk for
showing up to training camp overweight before completing an injuryriddled season, and a 38-year-old Scott Young led the team in scoring
with 49 points.

2019-20 Detroit Red Wings (17-49-5)

Curtis Sanford, Patrick Lalime, Jason Bacashihua, and Reinhard Divis
(who?) split the goaltending duties – and three of them posted save
percentages below .900.

With a .275 point percentage in 2019-20, the Red Wings were historically
bad. Until the 2020-21 Sabres lost 18 consecutive games, it seemed
pretty clear that this was the worst team of the salary cap era.

Draft Lottery Reward: First overall pick Erik Johnson. The following four
selections? Jordan Staal, Jonathan Toews, Nicklas Backstrom and Phil
Kessel.

To put things in perspective, the Sabres would have a better points
percentage than the 2019-20 Red Wings if they win their next game. That
says a lot.

2013-14 Buffalo Sabres (21-51-10)

Detroit scored 2.00 goals-per-game and allowed 3.73 for a nearly twogoal differential. Much like the Avalanche, it was terrible enough for last
place in the league in both categories. Their total goal differential of
minus-122 was 70 goals worse than the next-worst team.

Jump forward a few years, past a terrible Philadelphia Flyers team and a
couple lottery wins for the Edmonton Oilers, and we find ourselves in
familiar territory. The Sabres being bad is hardly new.
This rendition of the team finished with 52 points and only scored 157
goals over 82 games – that’s 1.83 goals-per-game, the lowest of any
team in the salary cap era.
Cody Hodgson led the way with a career-high 44 points and Tyler Ennis
chipped in 21 goals. Only four players on the team reached over 30
points or double-digit goals.
Worst of all, Ryan Miller posted a solid .923 save percentage in 40
games and Jhonas Enroth had a respectable .911 percentage in 28
games. Can you imagine if their goaltending situation resembled the
2005-06 Blues?
Draft lottery reward: Second overall pick Sam Reinhart – selected one
spot before Leon Draisaitl.

The Detroit Red Wings were the class of the NHL during their 25-season
playoff streak and rank 10th in points accumulated since 2005-06, but the
last few years haven’t been pretty.

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.02.2021

1186503

Websites

Sportsnet.ca / Jets dealt potential blow with loss of 'heart and soul'
Wheeler

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld
April 1, 2021, 9:14 AM

The Sabres again? Are you kidding me?
Buffalo somehow followed up 2013-14 with an arguably worse season,
although they improved from 52 to 54 points and scored 1.87 goals-pergame (still bad enough for second-worst in the salary cap era).
The 2014-15 team finished with a minus-113 goal-differential and a
shocking 11.4 shot-differential per game – 24.2 shots for, 35.6 against.
At one point, they lost 14 games in a row, which might seem like nothing
compared to 18, but those 14 games were all lost in regulation – at least
the 2020-21 Sabres picked up a few points from overtime losses.
But the 2014-15 team didn’t even want the points. Several teams tanked
that season to increase their odds of landing the rights to Connor
McDavid in the draft. Buffalo went as far as trading away seven regulars
on the team.
Draft lottery reward: Second overall pick Jack Eichel. It’s not McDavid,
but you can’t ask for a much better piece than Eichel to start building a
team around.
2016-17 Avalanche (22-56-4)
It’s hard to believe that a team with a star-studded cast of Nathan
MacKinnon, Matt Duchene, Gabriel Landeskog and Mikko Rantanen is
one of the worst teams of the last 15 years, but the numbers are
irrefutable.
This Avalanche were last in both goals scored and conceded and
finished with 48 points -- the lowest total in an 82-game season during
the salary cap era. They suffered several miserable stretches throughout
the campaign, including losing streaks of five (three times), seven, and
nine.
How do you explain it? In a nutshell, head coach Patrick Roy abruptly
quit less than a month before training camp, the talented core underperformed, they faced bad luck with injuries to defenceman Erik Johnson
and goaltender Semyon Varlamov, and the rest of the team consisted of
mostly fringe NHLers.
Draft lottery reward: Fourth overall pick Cale Makar. Selecting fourth is
not what you’d hope for after a season like that, but it worked out for
Colorado.

WINNIPEG -- Given his pain threshold, when Blake Wheeler leaves a
game due to injury, eyebrows are raised and there is genuine cause for
concern.
The Winnipeg Jets captain has a long track record of durability and a
willingness to play through pain, so when Wheeler didn’t come out for the
second period of Wednesday’s game against the Toronto Maple Leafs, it
was such an unusual sight.
In the 10 seasons since relocation, Wheeler has missed only six games - an astonishingly low number when you consider how hard he plays.
Wheeler took a high stick from Maple Leafs forward Pierre Engvall that
resulted in a minor penalty, but he came out for the power play, so the
injury was not related to that play.
The exact nature of the ailment is unknown, which means there’s truly no
way of knowing the significance -- at least not yet.
“He’s a rock for us. He does so much,” said Jets centre Mark Scheifele.
“He’s our heart and soul. So, to see him not come back is tough.”
Earlier this season, Wheeler did his best to play through an undisclosed
injury and Jets head coach Paul Maurice provided a passionate defence
of his play and his leadership.
Wheeler’s value stretches well beyond what ends up on the scoresheet and he’s produced plenty of offence during his tenure.
“Obviously he’s the leader of our team, he’s the heartbeat of this team,”
said Jets defenceman Josh Morrissey, who scored the lone Jets goal on
the power play. “He’s been in this organization for a long time, that guy
for us. Aside from his obvious talents and what he does for us on the ice,
he’s the heartbeat of our team. Not having him out there is tough and it
sucks. We’ve played without him before. I don’t know what’s going on
with him, I haven’t heard anything.
"At the end of the day that stuff happens and you have to respond. But
when you see your leader go down, your captain, the guy who embodies
everything that we want to be here, it’s tough.”
Wheeler has 10 goals and 26 points in 37 games this season and
recently was put on a line with Pierre-Luc Dubois and Paul Stastny as
Maurice was looking to test out a new combination.
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“You need to get through these games with an idea of what changes
could you make to your lines when you play different teams when you get
into a series and something isn’t working,” said Maurice. “That’s what the
regular season is all about. Getting to figure out how you need to make
adjustments with your team to deal with, as it stands today, either
Toronto, Edmonton or Montreal. So that’s the learning process that we’re
trying to go through right now.”

The Jets desire to add a defenceman before the April 12 NHL trade
deadline was nearly heightened when Derek Forbort left the game in the
first period after bumping knees with Dubois after the Maple Leafs first
goal.
But Forbort missed only a few shifts before coming back and finishing the
game.

The tinkering figures to continue for the time being, depending on how
long Wheeler might be sidelined.
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In the short term, it likely opens the door for Jansen Harkins to jump into
the lineup.
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Harkins, who has been limited to 12 games this season and hasn’t
played since Feb. 19, has been waiting patiently for his opportunity and
now it’s a matter to find out how the pieces might best fit.
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Maple Leafs' top line may be the most complete in
hockey

Initially, moving Andrew Copp back into the top-six probably makes the
most sense since he’s already been used in that role this season.
Mathieu Perreault could also be under consideration for a bump, though
he is likely to reunite with Adam Lowry and Mason Appleton, while
Harkins likely slots in on the fourth line with Nate Thompson and Trevor
Lewis.

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox

No matter what deployment Maurice opts for, the Jets will be taking a doit-by-committee approach and one of the biggest changes will come on
the power play, where Wheeler plays a role as an important distributor
down low and as a net-front presence.

The Toronto Maple Leafs’ best line smothered the Winnipeg Jets early
and often Wednesday night to extend their lead atop the Canadian
division to three points and into a fourth month.

As for this first-place showdown, the Jets came out flat and didn’t have
much energy in the opening period, as the Maple Leafs built a 2-0
cushion that probably would have been wider were it not for the play of
Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck.
When the Maple Leafs opened the door by taking three penalties in the
second period, the Jets appeared poised to try and cut into the deficit,
but instead Alex Kerfoot found himself on a breakaway and extended the
lead.
For all of the discussion going into the contest about how the Jets might
try and create some match-up issues with the Maple Leafs as they had
last change for the first time in this season series, that aspect of the
game ended up mostly being moot.
By winning the opener of this two-game series, the Maple Leafs
established a bit of breathing room at the top of the North Division
standings, building a three-point cushion over the Jets and four points
over the Edmonton Oilers.
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CHOOSE PLAN
Funny. Much of the pre-game discussion for Round 5 of Jets-Leafs
circled around line matchups. How Paul Maurice’s last change and ability
to throw bubble-burster Pierre-Luc Dubois and responsible veterans
Blake Wheeler and Paul Stastny over the boards against Auston
Matthews, Mitch Marner and Zach Hyman could be the solution.
“That's really what the regular season is all about, right?” Maurice had
said, regarding his personnel adjustments, those tiny tweaks that can
unlock the recipe to solving a specific opponent. “You have to understand
your team by the time the regular season is over.”
But the way Hyman-Matthews-Marner steamrolled a tired Jets squad,
we’re not sure any combination of players could’ve contained them.

With five more head-to-head meetings left to go between the Jets and
Maple Leafs, there’s plenty of time left to determine who might earn
home-ice advantage.

Before a game billed as a battle for first place was 11 minutes old,
Matthews and Hyman had each scored, Marner pocketed himself
another gif-worthy setup, and all three had themselves two-point nights
as the Leafs cruised to 3-1 victory.

“I mean you want to win, right? You want to win your division. You want
to beat the best, so I don’t know if it has too much of an influence on the
playoffs but it’s just something you want to do,” said Copp.

“We were just thinking about our game and how important it is to get out
to a lead,” Hyman said. “They’re a really good team, so we wanted to
jump on them quick.”

“You want to be atop your division...Last change is good but it also
doesn’t dictate the game, so I don’t think there’s too much on the line in
terms of having an advantage over one another.”

Mission accomplished.

The biggest question coming out of Wednesday's 3-1 loss to Toronto
wasn’t how the Jets would rebound in the rematch on Friday, it centred
around just how long Wheeler might be out of the lineup.
Maurice did leave open the possibility that this might be an if Wheeler
actually misses time situation -- and not necessarily how much.
“Just wasn't feeling right so we wanted to be careful with it,” said
Maurice. “Truly, I don't know. He may be back on the ice full-on the next
game. It's not COVID-related. We just wanted to be real careful with him,
and he may be back and never miss a shift again. So it's wide open right
now.”
The situation is fluid and very much up in the air and with the Jets not
skating on Tuesday, there won’t be an update of any kind provided until
Friday morning at the earliest.
Only time will tell.

Caught flat-footed in their first game date after a seven-game road trip,
the Jets were beset with both insult and injury in the first period and
never recovered. Dubois trucked over defenceman Derek Forbort during
a sloppy D-zone sequence that resulted in Matthews cleaning up a
Hyman rebound. And Wheeler departed the game with an undisclosed
injury. (Clarity on the severity of Wheeler’s condition will wait “a couple
days,” per Maurice.)
“They came out hard,” summed up defenceman Josh Morrissey. “We lost
the first period, and we ended up losing the game.”
Morrissey, the Jets’ lone goal-getter, found twine while T.J. Brodie served
a double minor for high-sticking Stastny’s tooth out of his gums. But
Alexander Kerfoot sniped top-shelf on a speedy shorthanded breakaway
to even out the special teams.
Maurice’s squad was shut out at even strength, and Friday’s rematch will
be another opportunity to learn what works and what doesn’t.
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It should now be understood that his counterpart, Sheldon Keefe, will rely
exclusively on Hyman-Matthews-Marner as his default top trio. The trial
of 41-year-old Joe Thornton as a top-line winger shrinks further in the
rear-view mirror.
In their 10:37 together, Hyman-Matthews-Marner not only scored twice
but generated 98.4 per cent of expected goals and created eight highdanger scoring chances while allowing none. Hyman, causing turnovers
and driving the blue paint all night, had six shots himself in the first
period.
“Those two are superstars. I just try to go out and do my job,” Hyman
demurred.
Such dominance is all the more impressive when you realize they started
the majority of their shifts in the defensive zone and were called upon to
lock up the Jets’ final six-on-five push.
“They had a lot of jump. They were around the puck, and they attacked
the net. That’s the source of two goals for us. Nothing too fancy about it.
Just work from all three of them,” Keefe said. “Those three guys really
came out and were really driven to make a difference.”
On the season, Hyman-Matthews-Marner has now outscored its
opposition 18-8 when together. Marner (plus-18), Hyman (plus-17) and
Matthews (plus-14) ranks one-two-three in team plus/minus. All three
rank top 10 league-wide among forwards in the category.
“[Matthews and Marner] have been really good defensively right from the
start of the season,” Keefe said. “Both guys have really worked, really
focused on it. Pretty much every night they’re playing against the other
team’s best players. Often these are some of the best players in the
world. Here tonight again very similar, and those guys do the job.”
A question worth asking: Is this the best 200-foot line in the NHL?
“I just think as incredible as they look offensively, it’s amazing how strong
players they are and how hard they work defensively and coming back
and the little plays they make. All of them come back, take pucks away,
stick checking, taking the body. They just make amazing plays,” said
goalie Jack Campbell, improving his perfect record to 7-0-0.
“Mitchy is one of the best penalty killers I’ve ever seen. He’s so smart out
there. And for them to play together, they just seem to have amazing
chemistry and have amazing results.”
Campbell’s own results aren’t so shabby.
His save percentage is a sparkling .948, and he’s allowed two goals or
fewer in six of his seven scattered starts — all while battling a leg injury
that had him squeezing in extra work with goalie coach Steve Briere prior
to the Leafs charter to Manitoba Tuesday.
"As a competitor and a teammate, I feel bad sometimes I get days off
when the other guys are grinding. It puts more fire in my belly to perform
when I'm called upon," said Campbell, forever plumbing the positive from
the well of adversity.
“I mean, I’m playing for the Toronto Maple Leafs. It’s pretty cool. So,
nothing to be bitter about any time. I’m pretty lucky and spoiled to be
here. Get to hang out with a bunch of cool dudes and play some hockey,
so it’s not a bad time.”
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Andersen 'progressing well' but still not skating with Leafs

By Mark Masters

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who
held a practice on Thursday at Bell MTS Place in Winnipeg ahead of
Friday’s game against the Jets.

Frederik Andersen had a follow-up appointment regarding his lower-body
injury on Thursday.
"The feedback I've been given is that he is progressing well and we'll
continue to monitor him and re-assess him next week," said head coach
Sheldon Keefe.
Andersen will not join the team on this road trip, which wraps up Monday
in Calgary. Toronto's No. 1 goalie hasn't been on the ice since a game on
March 19.
"The expectation is he will come back fully healthy and will not rush
back," TSN Hockey Insider Pierre LeBrun reported on Insider Trading.
"And that's what happened earlier in the season. I'm told Andersen
rushed back and wasn't totally 100 per cent. Jack Campbell was out at
the time so he wanted to do that to help his team, but that led to the
setback that he's still dealing with."
Andersen missed four games with the injury in late February and early
March. He then lost five of seven games after returning to the lineup and
admitted he wasn't where he wanted to be physically.
With Andersen still out, are the Leafs interested in trading for a goalie?
Frederik Andersen remains out with an injury and will not join the Leafs
as they continue their road trip out west. Frank Seravalli joins That's
Hockey to discuss Andersen's status and whether Toronto has interest in
trading for a goalie to replace their ailing netminder.
Campbell sustained a leg injury on Jan. 24, which he then aggravated
upon returning to the lineup on Feb. 27. He missed another three weeks
after that. Campbell returned to the starting lineup again on March 20,
but the team is being cautious with his workload. He missed Sunday's
practice and didn't dress in Monday's game.
"It's tough," Campbell said after a 26-save win on Wednesday. "As a
competitor and a teammate I feel bad sometimes when I get days off and
the other guys are grinding and it just puts more fire in my belly to
perform when I get called upon."
Campbell had no reason to feel guilty on Thursday as he got the green
light from the medical staff to take the ice with teammates. He did split
reps with the third goalie on the ice, Ian Scott, but his presence was a
positive sign.
Keefe was asked if it was a relief to see Campbell on the ice.
"Relief is not the right word," the coach said. "Yes, it's nice to have him
out there, but I wouldn't necessarily call it a relief. We've been going
along with a plan with him. I've never been too concerned about it in
terms of how we were managing it."
Leafs Ice Chips: Andersen 'progressing well' and will be re-assessed
next week
Jack Campbell was on the ice for Leafs practice on Thursday, which will
have been a welcome sight for Toronto fans as the status of Frederik
Andersen remains in question. TSN's Mark Masters has more.
Toronto's top line is humming along nicely with Zach Hyman back on left
wing alongside Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner. The trio, which
controlled possession against the Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl
line on Monday, continued to build momentum against the Jets,
combining for a pair of goals in the first period on Wednesday.
"They had a lot of jump, they were around the puck and they attacked the
net," Keefe observed. "Nothing too fancy about it, just work from all three
of them."
Marner pointed out that the line didn't get much off the rush. This was a
real blue-collar effort fuelled by a strong cycle game.
"All three of us were working around the puck well," the shifty winger
noted, "and when we were on the wall, we were finding ways to get it off
quickly and trying to find people going down the wall or holes."
Per NaturalStatTrick, in 10 minutes and 38 seconds of five-on-five time
against Toronto's top line, Winnipeg mustered just one shot on net while
the Leafs had eight.
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"As incredible as they look offensively, it's amazing how strong they are
and how hard they work defensively," raved Campbell. "All of them come
back, take pucks away, stick check, take the body. They just make
amazing plays. For them to play together, they just seem to have
amazing chemistry."
Matthews scored for a third straight game and said his injured wrist is
feeling much better. Marner has now picked up a point in nine of 10
games.
"They're tenacious," Hyman said of his linemates. "Auston isn't afraid to
get into a shot lane and for a centre that's very important. He blocks a lot
of shots when it gets by me or Mitch."
Matthews leads all Leafs forwards in blocked shots this season and
Marner isn't far behind.
"Mitchy is one of the best penalty killers I've ever seen," Campbell said.
"He's so smart out there."
"Mitchy's always tracking back hard," Hyman continued. "His stick is
always active. He's always picking up pucks and creating havoc for the
other team. They're both elite talents offensively and I think their
defensive game is really good as well and it goes underrated because of
how good they are offensively."
Zach Hyman believes linemates Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner
deserve more attention for their defensive play. "They're tenacious,"
Hyman said. "Their defensive game is really good and it goes underrated
because of how good they are offensively.” Toronto's top line produced a
couple big goals Wednesday. "Nothing too fancy about it, just work from
all three of them," said coach Sheldon Keefe.
Hyman has turned winning puck battles into an art form.
"He's just always got the perfect body position," Marner marvelled, "and if
not he's always tying up sticks and trying to make the puck die in a spot
to let whoever he's playing with come in and pitch it out."
The Jets seemed determined to make Hyman pay a physical price on
Wednesday. Pierre-Luc Dubois actually missed Hyman and ran into
teammate Derek Forbort on the sequence leading to Toronto's opening
goal by Matthews.
Hyman tapped home the second goal of the night as Tucker Poolman
struggled in vain to box him out. Hyman ended up on top of Connor
Hellebuyck so Winnipeg challenged for goalie interference, but the call
on the ice stood.
Hyman has now scored eight goals in the last 15 games. And while the
goals are nice, Hyman's true value lies in his ability to consistently get his
team control of the puck.
"He's very strong, but he's also very intelligent with how he goes about
it," noted Keefe. "He establishes body positioning early. So, take the
combination of someone who’s very strong physically, has the work ethic
to get to good spaces and then strategically positions himself to seal off
the defender so he gets access to the puck ... [it’s] all those little pieces
coming together."
Add it all up and Hyman is a beast to deal with especially on the
forecheck.
"He's just a dog," said defenceman Morgan Rielly with a laugh. "I just
enjoy watching him work. I really admire what he does. Watching him just
hound the puck the way he does often makes me smile on the bench. I'm
glad I don't have to deal with him."
'He's just a dog': Teammates marvel at Hyman's 'perfect body position' in
battles

the season. We had to make a bunch of adjustments to account for
injuries that we had and then we've really been kind of chasing it for the
last handful of games."
The Leafs have failed to bulge the twine on the power play in nine
straight games going 0-for-23 in that stretch. Toronto missed on five
chances on Wednesday, producing just five shots.
"We're not doing a very good job creating, really, many chances and
getting good looks," said Matthews, who leads the team with eight powerplay goals. "I know we tried to switch some things around and it didn't
really work."
During the game against the Jets, Toronto had William Nylander and
Wayne Simmonds flip units. With Nylander on the flank, Marner moved
down low with the top group. Alex Galchenyuk got a look with the second
unit and Hyman was bumped from that group.
"Didn't like the way that it went," Keefe said. "Really focusing now on
getting back to what our identity was at the start of this season, which is
two true units that are going to be fresh and going to have legs and going
to have urgency and going to push and compete with each other for the
opportunity to get on the ice."
Here's how the Leafs practised on Thursday:
The return of Simmonds, who has now played six games since missing
six weeks with a broken wrist, should help. Malhotra's system puts an
emphasis on the net-front presence. Since the start of the 2010-11
season, Simmonds is fourth overall in power-play goals with 100. Hyman
has also proven to be an effective net-front presence.
"To start, we got to get more pucks to the net," said Rielly. "There were
periods of time when we were passing it around the perimeter and trying
to get a play that we liked and we kind of waited too long. We worked on
it today, trying to get pucks to the net and trying to create opportunities
by rebounds and shots."
Prior to this drought, the Leafs had been converting on 31.7 per cent of
their chances through 27 games, which led the league. Despite the dry
spell, the team still ranks sixth overall.
"We just got to get back and, super cliche, but keep things simple like
shooting the puck and getting guys down there and outnumbering them
at the net," said Matthews. "We just need one to go in and then everyone
will just relax and we'll be fine."
Jake Muzzin may be in line to get a look as the quarterback with the
second unit as he split reps with T.J. Brodie at practice, but the issues go
beyond personnel moves.
"We want to break down the opponent's pressure a little bit better, handle
that a little better," said John Tavares, who has scored five of his 10
goals this season on the power play. "When we get opportunities to get
the puck to the net, we can get them there a little more frequently."
'Two true units': Leafs focus on re-establishing their identity on power
play
Morgan Rielly, John Tavares, Mitch Marner and Sheldon Keefe spoke
about which areas the team needs to improve in on the man advantage,
and how they're approaching making those adjustments.
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Morgan Rielly, Mitch Marner and Sheldon Keefe explain what makes
Zach Hyman such a ferocious force on the ice, and why he's so valuable
to the team.

TSN.CA / Leafs aim to fix sputtering power play

The Leafs spent most of practice working on the power play. Assistant
coach Manny Malhotra held court at the white board before sending the
groups to opposite ends for reps against the penalty kill.

By Kristen Shilton

"Probably the biggest focus was re-organizing our units," said Keefe.
"We've really gotten away from what was successful for us at the start of

TORONTO — The Maple Leafs’ power play would like a do-over.
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What used to be one of the deadliest man advantages in the NHL has
gone shockingly cold in the last month. It’s so bad that after
Wednesday’s 0-for-5 outing with the extra man against Winnipeg,
Toronto's power play dropped to 31st in the league (at 1-for-28) since
March 4.
Coach Sheldon Keefe refused to even address those struggles with
reporters following Wednesday’s 3-1 win. Not until after Thursday’s
practice session, which included ample special teams work, did Keefe
outline the Leafs’ return-to-basics plan for the power play.

pucks to the net, and just really focus on keeping it positive and just
trying to create opportunities by getting rebounds and shots.”
The Leafs will get another crack at the Jets on Friday to put their plan
into action. It was actually nine games ago against Winnipeg that Toronto
last scored a power play goal. Now if the Leafs fail to deliver with the
extra man in one more outing, the drought will hit an alarming doubledigit game total.
But there’s still time to prevent that.

“We’re really focusing now on getting ourselves back to what our identity
was to start the season,” Keefe said, “which is two true units that are
going to be fresh and are going to have legs and going to have urgency
and going to push and compete with each other for the opportunity to get
out on the ice. So that’s part of it, and then we're just trying to get the
puck snapping around and get [the players] feeling good.”

“With the guys we have on the ice, stuff is going to start dropping
eventually,” Marner said. “We're just going to make sure we stick with it,
continue to work on it. Make sure we're on the ice for those power plays
and working extremely hard and trying to get the puck back on
opportunities where we can.”

The Leafs’ power play wasn’t always so abysmal. When Toronto
completed its three-game sweep of Edmonton on March 3, the power
play ranked second overall in the NHL at 32.5 per cent. The Leafs were
averaging a middle-of-the-road 3.21 power play opportunities per game,
and still produced 25 goals with the extra skater in 24 games.
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Fast forward to Wednesday in Winnipeg. Toronto had gone eight straight
games without a power play goal, and then failed to convert on three
chances in the first period alone against the Jets. Keefe was rolling out
new looks for his units, and had added Alex Galchenyuk to the second
group, but those alterations yielded no better results.
By game’s end, the Leafs had hit rock bottom: they are now worst in the
NHL on the power play since March 4, with a measly 3.6 per cent
success rating while averaging just 2.33 opportunities per game.
“Last night we tried to really take two pieces from each unit, with [Auston]
Matthews and [Mitch] Marner and [John] Tavares and [William] Nylander
going together,” Keefe said. “Didn’t like that, or the way that it went. The
biggest focus [at practice today] was just reorganizing our units. We've
really gotten away from what was successful [before]. We've gone
through different phases here and we've really been chasing it for the last
handful of games so we changed a number of different things.”
First year assistant coach Manny Malhotra is in charge of Toronto’s
power play, and he was commanding those new-look units on Thursday.
The Leafs shook things up by sliding Wayne Simmonds back onto the
top unit with Morgan Rielly, Matthews, Marner and Tavares, and then
inserting Jake Muzzin for TJ Brodie to quarterback the other group with
Nylander, Joe Thornton, Jason Spezza and Zach Hyman.
Malhotra has unsurprisingly taken some heat over the power play’s
recent nose-dive. But Tavares said the former Vancouver Canucks’
assistant is providing all the right tools for Toronto’s return to success.
“I think Manny has done a great job of keeping us organized and and
well-focused and adapting and making sure that we're focusing on the
right things,” Tavares said. “Sometimes it doesn't go your way so we’ve
just got to stay with it. We know we've got to be better in some areas but
I think there's been times when we've done a lot of good things and
haven't been rewarded. Certainly last night we could be a lot better than
we were, but you just stay with it.”
Toronto has 20 regular season games remaining to figure things out.
According to the Leafs’ top power play skaters, it’s just a matter of getting
that first slump-busting goal to go in. Everything will flow from there.
“You’re just staying confident,” said Marner, who leads Toronto with 13
power play points. “We’ve got the skill out there to do some pretty great
things. Stuff hasn't been dropping, but we try to go out there with the
same energy every single time. We have to get our consistency back.
We're just getting pucks there [to the net], getting bodies there.
Eventually one is going to drop.”
In order to get there, more pucks actually need to make it on net. Toronto
has put only 37 shots on net over its last 28 power play attempts, 10 of
which came from Matthews alone.
“I think that there are periods of time where we are passing around the
perimeter and trying to get a play that we like and we just kind of wait too
long,” Rielly said. “We worked on it today [at practice], just trying to get

