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Waddell Staying in Touch Around the League as Trade Deadline Approaches
Waddell: 'I put a lot of faith in that these guys will get the job
done'
By Michael Smith
Before lunchtime on Monday, Carolina Hurricanes President
and General Manager had already talked with a handful of
his counterparts from around the National Hockey League.
It's trade season, after all, as the NHL barrels toward the 3
p.m., Monday, April 12 deadline.
"I think right now, the biggest thing for us is to just make sure
I stay in touch with what's going on out there and what's
happening just in case there's something that does make
sense for us," Waddell said. "There's a lot of talk going on.
The issue right now is there aren't that many teams out of
the race. There are a few bigger players being shopped
around who are probably getting the most attention around
the marketplace. I think there will be some movement, like
every year. A lot of UFAs (unrestricted free agents) on teams
that are not going to make the playoffs, so they're looking to
move those guys."
In late February of 2020, the Canes made a trade deadline
day splash with three headline-grabbing moves, and more
than a year later, Vincent Trocheck and Brady Skjei remain
key pieces of the Canes' roster. The Canes won't be as
involved this time around, but that's not to say the
transaction wire will remain silent, even with the tight
squeeze of a flat salary cap.
"No way we'll be as active as we were last year, I can tell you
that. That's not in the cards right now," Waddell said. "I've
been very open about adding a defenseman potentially. It's
not even to replace what we have right now, but any time
you can add depth is something we have to make sure we're
on top of. If there's something that makes sense, we want to
have the opportunity to act on it."
Hockey deals - like the moves to acquire Trocheck and Skjei,
who both had term left on their contracts - interest the Canes'
savvy front office more so than rental players, especially
after last year's asset-heavy trades.
There's also the factor of finances during the pandemic. With
capacity restrictions in place, teams are unlikely to see much
of a monetary bump in the postseason, when they otherwise
would typically be able to recoup added salary with bonus
playoff revenue.
"We think we're a pretty good hockey team, and we don't
really want to give up players off our team at this point. Last
year, we gave a lot of assets up, but we got players who

were going forward with us," Waddell said. "I'm interested in
those deals. We have a little room to take some salary, but at
this point I don't think we're going to be giving up a lot of
assets to go after a [pending] UFA."
Aside from looking to bolster defensive depth, the Canes
could also be a player in the goalie market. With Petr
Mrazek's 28-save shutout performance in his return to the
crease, the team now has three healthy goaltenders - all with
expiring contracts, too - and could choose to move one in the
next week.
"We could carry three. There's also the option that one could
bring us the assets we can use to get a player we want to get
or trade to a team to get a player we want. I can't say for
sure it's going to happen," Waddell said. "There are teams
certainly looking for goaltending right now, and we're staying
in touch with them, especially now that Petr is back."
Whatever transpires over the next week, the Canes will be
content if things at 1400 Edwards Mill Road are rather quiet.
After all, the team sits near the top of the league standings at
25-9-3, and with 53 points, the Canes have eclipsed their
franchise record for most points through the first 37 games of
a season (50, 2005-06).
"If we got healthy for the stretch run and playoffs, I think our
team is pretty well built," Waddell said. "I put a lot of faith in
that these guys will get the job done."
In non-trade deadline, contract-related news, don't expect to
hear much of a new contract for Dougie Hamilton, a pending
unrestricted free agent, or Andrei Svechnikov, a restricted
free agent, just yet.
"We'll deal with both of those guys in the offseason. I talked
with Dougie's agent, and we agreed to let him play hockey.
We're in the same boat there. We want Dougie. He's got a
good fit here, and he wants to be here. He's also going to be
a UFA. We'll deal with that at the end of the year, and we're
hoping that we're obviously able to keep him," Waddell said.
"Svech, we talked earlier and kind of just put it on hold. At
this point of the year, there's no reason to get to it in April.
That's another contract we'll get done this summer."
Meanwhile, talks are progressing to extend the contract of
head coach Rod Brind'Amour.
"We've talked. With the way the schedule has been, we kind
of don't want to talk about it every day. I think we have a
framework that's real close," Waddell said. "He's not a guy
who's worried about it getting done, and we're not worried
about it getting done. We all feel it's going to get done in
time. It's just a matter of when that time is."
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Preview: Panthers vs. Hurricanes
Trocheck has scored in each game vs. his former team this
season

10: Trocheck has registered at least a point in each of his
last 10 games played (5g, 8a).

By Michael Smith

The Opposition

The Carolina Hurricanes host the Central Division-leading
Florida Panthers for a two-game set.

Last five games: 5-0-0, 10 points
On the road: 12-5-1, 25 points
CAR vs. FLA: 3-0-1
Leading scorer: Jonathan Huberdeau, 42 points (14g, 28a) in
39 games

The Match-Up
Florida Panthers (26-9-4, 56 points) vs. Carolina Hurricanes
(25-9-3, 53 points)
Tuesday, April 6, 7 p.m.
Watch: Bally Sports South, FOX Sports GO
Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes
app
Numbers to Know
3: Petr Mrazek returned to the crease and stopped all 28
shots he faced against Dallas on Sunday to record his third
shutout in just five starts this season. Despite missing 31
games due to injury, Mrazek ranks tied for third in the NHL in
shutouts, and his three alone are more than 16 other teams
in the league have this season.
4: Vincent Trocheck has scored a goal in each of the four
games against the Panthers this season. Trocheck is the
only player in franchise history to score in his first four games
against his former team after being traded since the league
began tracking trades in 1991-92.

With 56 points through 39 games, the Panthers sit atop the
league standings. Despite losing Aaron Ekblad to a left leg
fracture that likely ends the defenseman's season (he's
sidelined for 12 weeks following surgery), Florida has won
six straight games, including four straight at home in the last
week. The Panthers now hit the road for a season-long, sixgame road trip that takes the team through Raleigh, Dallas
and Tampa, a critical stretch as the top three teams jockey
for playoff positioning in the Central Division.
The Last Meeting
Trocheck scored against his former team for the fourth time
in as many games against them this season, and Sebastian
Aho netted the game-winning goal while shorthanded just 38
seconds into the third period in a 4-2 final on March 7.
"It was a good effort all the way. We didn't really have any
lulls in the game. There wasn't a lot going on for large
stretches, but it was because there was no room," head
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "I like the fact that we hung in
there, didn't get frustrated and just kept playing. Then, we
made some big plays when we had to."
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NHL Power Rankings: Playoff races getting close in Central, West
By Adam Gretz
In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings the
Colorado Avalanche climb to the top spot thanks to their
recent dominant play, while the Florida Panthers reach the
second spot just behind them as they continue to make a
push for the Central Division.

6. Pittsburgh Penguins. They are proving to have much
better depth than anybody thought they would at the start of
the season.
7. New York Islanders. Mathew Barzal is playing at an
exceptionally high level right now and is should be on the
must-watch list for every hockey fan.

Elsewhere, the playoff races in the Central and West
Divisions are starting to get very interesting as some
surprising teams begin to emerge.

8. Toronto Maple Leafs. They are playing well, but they are
very reliant on overtime and shootout right now. They have
just three regulation wins in their past 14 games.

In the Central, Nashville has completely turned its season
around to open the week in the fourth playoff spot after
overtaking Dallas, Columbus, and Chicago. The Blackhawks
are still hanging around, while the Stars still have a huge
games in hand advantage where they could easily make up
some ground.

9. Minnesota Wild. Great goaltending, a strong defense, and
a balanced offense can take you a long way. They could still
use a little extra help for their power play.

In the West, Arizona has very quietly overtaken the St. Louis
Blues for the fourth playoff spot while San Jose has gotten
hot to tie the Blues in the standings. That race has turned
into a three-team race where the Blues are suddenly facing a
significant challenge.
Where do all of these teams, as well as your favorite team,
sit in this week’s NHL Power Rankings?
To this week’s NHL Power Rankings!
1. Colorado Avalanche. They are 15-2-3 in their past 20
games, including 14-0-2 in the past 16 games. Not only are
they winning, they are completely dominating teams. The
best team in hockey right now.
2. Florida Panthers. They are on a six-game winning streak
and have a legit shot to win the Central Division. You did not
expect that at the start of the season.
3. Tampa Bay Lightning. They have hit their first real slump
of the season, but and Sunday’s loss to Detroit was ugly. But
everybody knows how good this team is. They should only
care about rest and playoff positioning right now. This is
nothing more than a small blip on the radar.
4. Carolina Hurricanes. Petr Mrazek returns to the lineup and
immediately posts a shutout. If they get goaltending they will
be an incredibly difficult team to beat. They also have
another rising star in Martin Necas.
5. Washington Capitals. It is pretty remarkable their record is
as good as it is given how inconsistent their goaltending has
been this season. They are the only team in the bottom-10 in
save percentage in the league currently occupying a playoff
spot.

10. Vegas Golden Knights. They are a much better team
than 10th, but weekly NHL Power Rankings are very fluid
and they have lost five out of eight and enter the week on a
three-game losing streak. That includes two games (where
they managed just three total goals) against the team
immediately ahead of them.
11. Edmonton Oilers. They opened March with a three-game
losing streak against Toronto where they looked totally
outclassed. They have looked like a completely different
team since then.
12. Nashville Predators. The special teams are still lousy but
Juuse Saros is backstopping them to playoff contention.
13. Boston Bruins. It is necessary for them to find more
offense somewhere.
14. Arizona Coyotes. Even with a five-game losing streak
earlier in March they have very quietly overtaken St. Louis
for the fourth playoff spot in the West Division. They have
won six out of eight games entering the week. Their
remaining schedule favors them in this race.
15. San Jose Sharks. The biggest jump of the week. With a
four-game winning streak and wins in six out of their past
eight games the Sharks are all of a sudden right back in the
playoff race.
16. New York Rangers. Adam Fox is quickly becoming one
of the best defenseman in hockey. Not one of the best young
defenseman. Simply one of the best defenseman. Period.
17. Montreal Canadiens. He will probably not win it, but Jeff
Petry should be in the top-five of every Norris Trophy ballot
this season.
18. Winnipeg Jets. Connor Hellebuyck remains one of the
league’s best goalies and is still playing great despite being
asked to take on a huge workload.
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19. Dallas Stars. Do not rule them out in the Central Division
playoff race. They have several games in hand on everybody
they are trailing and enough head-to-head matchups to make
up a gap that is closer than it appears.

26. Columbus Blue Jackets. Patrik Laine has been benched
twice, has one goal in 20 games, and Jack Roslovic was a
healthy scratch this week. Why even trade Pierre-Luc
Dubois?

20. Philadelphia Flyers. They just have a lot of problems right
now that go beyond Carter Hart‘s struggles.

27. Los Angeles Kings. It is a small sample size, but Cal
Petersen has been great in his brief Kings career over the
past couple of years.

21. Chicago Blackhawks. Kirby Dach is back and that is
great news. The four wins in the past 14 games entering the
week is not great news.
22. Vancouver Canucks. The most important thing for the
Canucks right now is making sure everybody is okay and
healthy.
23. St. Louis Blues. They are just 2-7-4 since March 6 and
the offense has completely disappeared.
24. New Jersey Devils. It looks like Kyle Palmieri is on his
way out of New Jersey, creating an even bigger need for
more goal scorers this offseason.

28. Ottawa Senators. You do not have to look very hard to
see a promising future here. There is very real, very
legitimate young talent on this roster.
29. Detroit Red Wings. If they move Jonathan Bernier to a
team in need of a goalie before the trade deadline they will
have an even more difficult time getting wins.
30. Anaheim Ducks. Even John Gibson is struggling on this
roster.
31. Buffalo Sabres. They have two wins in a week and at
least a point in four consecutive games. Hey, it is something.

25. Calgary Flames. Just an all around disappointing
performance, especially after the coaching change.

NHL Power Rankings: Avalanche finally overtake Lightning for first time this season
Make no mistake about it: The Avalanche are the best team
in the league at this moment

Rk

Teams

By Pete Blackburn
Well, it's finally happened. It only took about three months
but we finally have an edition of NHL Power Rankings in
which the Tampa Bay Lightning are not in the top spot. A few
weeks ago we mentioned that the Colorado Avalanche were
surging with a seemingly healthy Nathan MacKinnon, and
now the Avs sit on a throne that has only been occupied by
one other team this season.
Make no mistake about it: The Avalanche are the best team
in the league at this moment. It's not particularly close,
either. The Avs are 15-2-3 in their last 20 games and they're
outscoring opponents 84-43 in that stretch. They're
dominating possession and smothering opponents at a
stunning rate night in and night out. This is the team that
Vegas envisioned when oddsmakers made the Avs the
Stanley Cup favorite heading into this season.
With a little over a month to go in the NHL's condensed
regular season, Colorado is picking a pretty good time to get
hot. But even with this incredibly impressive recent surge,
the Avs can't afford to take their foot off the gas. Tampa Bay
isn't going to just fall by the wayside after being knocked
down a spot, and Colorado has to worry about a worthy
division rival in the Vegas Golden Knights, who have been
hanging near the top of the rankings nearly all season long.
Congrats on the new throne, but with it comes a target on
your back.

Chg Rcrd

Avalanche

At long last, someone impresses
enough to overtake the Lightning
for the top spot. The Avs are on
an absolute tear right now,
2
securing a point in 14 straight
games (12 wins) and often
kicking some serious ass in the
process.

268-4

2

Lightning

It's not just Colorado's
dominance that has caused
Tampa to fall a spot. The Bolts
have been rather hot and cold
lately. They won five in a row,
then lost three straight, then won
two in a row...then got crushed 1
by the Red Wings. No need to
panic considering it took about
three months for them to falter a
bit. Oh yeah, and they're about
to get Nikita Kucherov back for
the playoffs. No big deal.

2610-2

3

I hope people realize how
Hurricanes talented Marty Necas is because 3
his ascension to the top of the

1

259-3
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Teams

Canes' lineup this season has
been incredibly fun to watch.

Chg Rcrd

11 Oilers

The one trade deadline deal I
want to see is Taylor Hall going
back to Edmonton but it doesn't
seem likely. Still, the Oilers
would be wise to add some
2
offensive reinforcements around
Connor McDavid, who's in the
midst of another incredible
season.

2314-2

The underlying numbers
continue to suggest that the Jets
would be a much worse team if
they didn't have an elite
goaltending and play in a weak
1
division. They're going to make
the playoffs but it's hard to
consider them a contender
unless they improve the
defense.

2313-3

Golden
Knights

Marc-Andre Fleury hasn't been
at his best lately (1-4-0 with a
.889 save percentage in his last
2
five starts) and that's been a
stinger for Vegas. Still, they're a
great team that should be fine.

5

Panthers

They should be a bit higher on
the rankings list based solely on
record and performance, but
their VERY top-heavy division
and the Aaron Ekblad injury are
-worth considering here as well.
The Ekblad situation is gutting,
but maybe they go out and make
a play for Mattias Ekholm to
soften the blow.

269-4

12 Jets

6

Maple
Leafs

The fact that Auston Matthews
could potentially touch 40 goals
in a 56-game season is beyond
absurd. He's been disgusting
this year.

2610-3

I'm interested to see what sort of
impact Eric Staal will have in
13 Canadiens
1
Montreal. Regardless, congrats
to him for escaping Buffalo.

7

Islanders

I'm anxiously awaiting to see
what kind of scoring help they
get at the deadline. They seem
like a team that would be a
perfect fit for a guy like Kyle
Palmieri.

2410-4

14 Bruins

They still can't score and the
defense continues to get hit
hard. The bright spot right now
might be the surprisingly strong 3
play of rookie goalie Dan Vladar.
But things are very ugly right
now and they need help.

1910-6

8

Capitals

Giving up eight goals to the
Islanders is a bit of a tough look
1
but outside of that game they've
been playing pretty well lately.

259-4
15 Rangers

1715-5

I'm interested to see what they
do at the deadline. They're a
good team that might be a piece 1
or two away from being a
legitimate contender.

2312-2

They've got points in six of their
last eight (five wins) and things
are starting to come together
and they're a young team
1
trending in the right direction. It's
a shame that it took so long,
especially in a shortened
season.

16 Coyotes

Arizona is still incredibly
uninteresting but they may end
up making the playoffs. (See
below.)

6

1915-5

17 Blues

All of a sudden there's a threeteam race for that final playoff
spot in the West division. The
Blues *should* probably win that 2
race based on roster alone, but
they've lost 11 of 13 (with four
loser points) and their schedule
down the stretch is a nightmare.

1616-6

4

9

Wild

10 Penguins

2

3

It was mere weeks ago when the
Penguins' front office got a
makeover and there was chatter
about whether the team should
consider trading Sidney Crosby. 2
Now they've won five of their last
six and are climbing up the East
standings while steadily getting
better.

2510-2

2412-2

179-9
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That's good news for the
Coyotes and...Sharks???

18 Predators

19 Stars

Not long ago the Predators were
hanging out near the very
bottom of this list, regularly
looking like one of the most
embarrassing teams in the
9
league. Now they've won nine of
11 and have vaulted into a
playoff spot. This sport is weird
sometimes.
Dallas still needs help
offensively and they look
disappointingly average this
year. That being said, they've
still got a positive goal
-differential and will likely be
pushing for a playoff spot down
the stretch. That makes it difficult
to evaluate how they'll approach
the deadline.

The fact that they're still even in
the playoff conversation right
now is impressive and
20 Blackhawks surprising, but the regression
1
we've been waiting for is here &
hanging around. They've lost
eight of their last 11 games.

21 Flyers

22 Sharks

23 Canucks

Chg Rcrd
bit. This is by far the most
serious outbreak the NHL has
seen this year.

2018-1

131310

24 Kings

They've lost six of their last eight
games and I don't think anyone
should be that shocked at this
1
regression after a hot stretch.
The universe always finds a way
to even things out.

1417-6

25 Flames

If you were hoping Darryl Sutter
would fix anything in
5
Calgary...welp. Sorry.

1621-3

26 Devils

Kyle Palmieri trade watch is ON. 1

1317-6

What are the chances that
Columbus has to flip Patrik Laine
at the deadline because they're
3
shocked that John Tortorella
couldn't mold an elite sniper into
a grinding power forward?

1418-8

Not sure what I'm supposed to
say here. They're bad. They've
been bad. They're going to
continue to be bad.

2

1322-4

--

1322-5

30 Ducks

If the worst team in California
was ever a question, well...it's
isn't anymore. But, hey, at least 2
the new Mighty Ducks TV series
is pretty fun.

1121-7

31 Sabres

They won a game! And then
they won another game! Plan
the damn parade!

823-6

27

1717-5

They almost lost to the Sabres,
and then they DID lose to the
Sabres. That put an exclamation
point on an absolutely horrible
4
March in which they went 6-10-1
with only one win coming in
regulation.

1814-5

The Sharks...in a playoff race...in
this economy? Nonsense! But, in
all seriousness, both the Sharks 4
and Erik Karlsson have looked
surprisingly good lately.

1716-4

They've been hit HARD by
COVID-19 and it's unlikely we'll 5
see them play hockey for a little

1618-3

Blue
Jackets

28 Senators

They beat the crap out of the
Lightning on Sunday, which is
29 Red Wings
hilarious. Other than that...still
bad.

--
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NHL Power Rankings: Spirit of '96
The Colorado Avalanche and Florida Panthers sit atop the
leaderboard as we count down all 31 NHL teams.
By Ryan Kennedy
There is a distinctive tinge of retro to the NHL - and it's not
just because fighting seems to be on the incline again.
Instead, we turn to the major contenders in the league right
now, the Colorado Avalanche and the Florida Panthers.
These two franchises haven't had a lot of playoff luck in
recent years, but harken back to 1996 and those were your
Stanley Cup finalists, with Colorado sweeping the 'Rat Trick'
Cats in four games. Joe Sakic is now running the Avs and no
doubt he'd love to earn another ring as a builder. The road to
that championship series in 2021 won't be easy, but these
two teams - and a handful of others - have put themselves in
a very good position. Let's count down all 31 franchises and
how they look right now.
1. Colorado Avalanche: The Avs are flying around like Conor
Garland's helmet and having just as much of a visceral
impact. Nathan MacKinnon leads the charge and he's hot
with eight points in his past five outings.
2. Florida Panthers: Even without Aaron Ekblad, the
Panthers continue to hack a path through the Central and
Sunday night's victory over Columbus gave them sole
possession of first place in the division. Carter Verhaeghe
continues to be one of the best stories of the year.
3. Tampa Bay Lightning: You don't want to get the Bolts riled
up because they are still an incredibly potent squad. But
Florida and Carolina are challenging their right to be called
the class of the division.
4. Carolina Hurricanes: Petr Mrazek returns to the lineup and
posts a shutout. Alex Nedeljkovic has a .924 save
percentage on the season and played amazing when Mrazek
was out. What else do the Canes need at this point?

9. Pittsburgh Penguins: One of the teams ahead of the Isles
in East Division offense is Pittsburgh, where the Penguins
continue to insert new players into the lineup as needed.
They've already used 31 different skaters this season.
10. Minnesota Wild: That Minnesota has become one of the
most fun teams in the NHL this season is truly a wonderful
storyline. From Kirill Kaprizov to Joel Eriksson Ek, the
patience is really paying off for the Wild.
11. Boston Bruins: Outside of the Big Three, Nick Ritchie is
the only member of the Bruins with at least 10 goals. That
doesn't sound ideal, and yet Boston still feels like a scary
team to meet in the playoffs. Maybe because bears are
scary.
12. Edmonton Oilers: It's nice to see Tyson Barrie back to his
old, productive self now that he's a member of the Oilers, but
that off-season pic of him barefoot in the woods is still weird.
What if you step on something Tyson? You need your
wheels!
13. Winnipeg Jets: Andrew Copp is putting up more points
per game and logging more ice time than Pierre-Luc Dubois
right now. I don't know if that's a good thing for the Jets or a
bad thing. Maybe it's just a thing.
14. Arizona Coyotes: Defenseman Jakob Chychrun scored a
hat trick the other night, with the third goal coming as the
overtime winner. He's now up to 25 points in 38 games and I
wish I could come up with a Pavel Datsyuk trade joke but it's
just not there.
15. Nashville Predators: The Preds have climbed into a
playoff spot and gone 8-2-0 in their past 10 games. That sort
of redemptive arc would make a great plot at the Grand Old
Opera, except it's not that kind of an opera house and it's not
actually called the Grand Old Opera, is it?

5. Washington Capitals: Alex Ovechkin is beginning to heat
up like the unstoppable Russian shark that he is. Funny
enough, "Unstoppable Russian Shark" would be an
incredible B-movie that I now need to see happen.

16. New York Rangers: Riding the likes of Adam Fox, Artemi
Panarin and Ryan Strome, the Rangers are now in the mix
for a playoff spot. Will they make it? Maybe not. Can they
finish ahead of the Flyers and lord it over Philly fans? That's
always the dream - and yes.

6. Toronto Maple Leafs: The goaltending depth chart now
goes Campbell-Hutchinson-Andersen and Jason Spezza is
putting up his best numbers in five years, at the age of 37.
Don't try to figure it out, just enjoy the ride.

17. San Jose Sharks: The "Indictment Team of the Week,"
the Sharks climb the rankings because the Blues have
completely fallen apart. So congratulations, St. Louis - you're
worse than one of the California teams right now.

7. Vegas Golden Knights: The Knights are scuffling oh-soslightly, but the good news is they don't have to play
Minnesota again for another month. Getting Alex Pietrangelo
back up to full speed should help, too.

18. Philadelphia Flyers: At this point, Philadelphia's only
priority is to help Carter Hart find his game again. If it costs
the Flyers a playoff spot this year, so be it. The long-term
takes precedent.

8. New York Islanders: You can rag on the Isles for being a
defensive team, but they're now tied for third in goals in the
division and Matt Barzal was the NHL player of the week
thanks to his seven points and a shootout winner in three
games.

19. Montreal Canadiens: After Shea Weber fought Brady
Tkachuk, I really wanted to know if Weber had ever fought
Keith Tkachuk. Alas, it appears he did not. He still could; but
it would have to be in a parking lot and that's just illegal.
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20. St. Louis Blues: It's been a terrible struggling slide for the
Blues, who have won just two of their past 10 games. Jordan
Binnington is flailing and Ville Husso doesn't seem to be the
answer either.

26. New Jersey Devils: With 20 games to go, the Devils are
practically locked into seventh place in the East Division. In
the short-term, dealing Kyle Palmieri is likely the first domino
to fall, but how many moves come after that?

21. Dallas Stars: The Stars have still played the fewest
games in the Central Division and are therefore still in the
playoff picture, but they need to pick up some momentum. At
the least, Jason Robertson has been a great rookie addition.

27. Ottawa Senators: Just as a little sneak peek, we closed
Future Watch last week and I had a chance to do a deep
dive on the Senators rebuild. If you aren't excited already
about Ottawa's future, I would advise you get very excited
now.

22. Chicago Blackhawks: Will the return of Kirby Dach give
the Hawks the boost they need to bounce back into a playoff
spot? So far, the answer is "no," but you can't blame the teen
for that. Perhaps that early season rush was simply a
mirage.

28. Columbus Blue Jackets: Florida's Alexander Wennberg
scored more goals against Columbus on Saturday (three)
than he tallied all season long as a member of the Blue
Jackets in 2018-19 (two). That's a special kind of ouch.

23. Vancouver Canucks: Right now, the first and only priority
in Vancouver is to get everyone stricken by Covid-19
healthy. The Canucks have been hit hard and it's a pretty
scary time out there.

29. Detroit Red Wings: The Red Wings are on pace to have
more points in this year's 56-game season than they did in
last year's 71-game campaign. Shout-out to defenseman
Filip Hronek, somehow leading the team in scoring.

24. Los Angeles Kings: The Kings are starting to crater and
they're not exactly out of the playoff race, but things aren't
going in the right direction, either. When it's all said and
done, can we at least get a Quinton Byfield appearance?

30. Anaheim Ducks: It's hard to burn Anaheim because the
franchise has a Stanley Cup, it's located in sunny California
and their AHL team is in San Diego. Plus, Trevor Zegras and
Jamie Drysdale are super-fun.

25. Calgary Flames: After hitting the mark fairly consistently
this season, Matthew Tkachuk hasn't played 20 minutes in a
game since Darryl Sutter took over as coach. The Flames
have also been in a tailspin, winning just two of their past 10.
Coincidence?

31. Buffalo Sabres: The Sabres haven't lost a game in
regulation in more than a week. It is, quite possibly, the best
news surrounding the team all year.
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Who and what the Hurricanes could look to move at the trade deadline
The NHL’s trade deadline is less than two weeks away and
for the third straight year, the Canes are in the buyer’s
market. But going after players isn’t free, so today we take a
look at what Carolina may have to pay to upgrade its lineup.

Mrazek is your number one netminder. That hasn’t changed
just because he was injured and the fact that he posted
another shutout in his return to the lineup just helps seal the
deal for him.

By Ryan Henkel

Nedeljkovic has proven that he can play in the league and
could be the Hurricanes’ future. You don’t just move that out
for complimentary pieces.

Sound the alarm because the 2021 NHL trade deadline is
less than two weeks away.
While usually the deadline is a crazy time with trades
happening all over the place, the fear this year is that it may
be a less active time than usual.
The combination of needed quarantine time and the
continued flat cap are reportedly making many teams overly
cautious about swinging deals.
The biggest hurdle out of all though is the financials. Most
teams just aren’t willing to bring in money right now,
especially as playoff revenue won’t be as impactful with only
partial attendance allowed throughout all the league’s
venues.

And that very same thing can be said for Reimer. The only
teams that would be in on an upcoming UFA goaltender
wouldn’t be looking to move roster pieces, and why move
him out for a lower-tier prospect or second or third round pick
when he provides great depth for the Hurricanes?
He has fairly good trade value as he has a strong record and
his actual salary for this season is only $850,000 makes him
a cheap option teams would be willing to absorb.
But unless there’s a deal where the team has to shed his cap
hit, I don’t see a good reason to move him. However, if the
team does look to move a goalie, Reimer makes the most
sense.

But if deals do get made, here’s who or what could be
heading out of Carolina:

Haydn Fleury

Roster Players

In that same conversation with the Athletic, Waddell also
mentioned how the team was shopping for a right-handed
defenseman.

In my opinion, the Canes really shouldn’t be looking to move
any players off the active roster because of #depth.
The team is doing well and has called upon its depth all
season, and you really don’t want to be ridding yourself of
that if you can avoid it.
The playoffs are the most physically demanding time of the
season and when injuries most often occur. You need to
maintain that depth for that very reason.
But if the right moves are there to upgrade your team overall,
the cost may be warranted.
James Reimer
In a conversation with Sara Civian of the Athletic, Don
Waddell stated that the team could be interested in moving a
goalie. Currently, the team has three goaltenders on roster
with James Reimer, Alex Nedlejkovic and Petr Mrazek now
returned from injury.
If a move is to be made (though I don’t feel it’s necessary)
then really the only goalie I’d even consider moving would be
Reimer.
Reimer is a weird case. Huge saves but soft goals. Overall, I
think he is a really good backup goaltender, but he just can’t
be the guy to carry the load. In terms of what the Hurricanes
have though, he is definitely the third option.

With the Canes’ top four defense pretty secure in their
placing, that leaves the bottom pair of Fleury and Jake Bean
as the only questionable duo.
And Bean isn’t going to be the one going anywhere.
After taking a big step forward last season when Pesce and
Hamilton were injured and especially later on in the playoffs,
it’s concerning to see Fleury play a step down from that in
this season.
He’s had moments here and there of consistent play and
accountability, especially on the penalty kill, but it just hasn’t
been there enough to be relied on.
His ice time has trended down steadily and I just don’t see
him as being a guy that the coaching staff is really
comfortable in keeping out there if they can avoid it.
Again, Fleury should probably stay around as a depth piece
and to see if he can bring that playoff grit he had last season
(also the potential to be exposed to Seattle in the expansion
draft), but if a team is looking to fill in a defensive void left by
trading out a defenseman, Fleury still being a cheap option
for another year and an RFA on top of it would potentially
entice some teams.
Bottom-Six Forward
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Whether a part of a deal sweetener or a space opener, the
Carolina Hurricanes currently have at least one too many
depth role players on roster.
With the emergence of Steven Lorentz as a really good 4C
option, it’s kind of forced a few guys into line promotions that
aren’t really benefiting the team a whole lot.
These guys have been able to keep the roster bolstered
while the Canes deal with injury issues, but ideally the team
should be looking to have actual top-six level players fill in
those holes.
As such, if the team is needing to include a body to go the
other way for roster reasons or whatever may sweeten the
pot, it might not be the worst loss to lose one of these depth
pieces.
Again, trading out roster players that are providing you great
depth at the moment isn’t the best way to go about the
deadline in my opinion, and these pieces should only be
moved if the player you are getting back obviously will
improve the team.
Prospects
Now we get to the more moveable pieces and, honestly, take
your pick.
Anyone except for Seth Jarvis I can see being moved for the
right price. The Hurricanes are in a position to win now and
there’s no telling what next year could bring, so if the right
deal is there, you make it every time.
Other teams are going to be asking for a fair return for any
player and prospects are pieces that should be moved if that
player you obtain can push your team over the edge to win it
all.
The Canes have a lot of good prospects, so moving them for
a middle-six winger or bottom-pairing defenseman wouldn’t
be a waste, but if Carolina is looking to make a hockey deal
for a top-end player, the higher=rated prospects will have to
be a part of any trade like that.

Morgan Geekie could be a player I could see a lot of teams
having some interest in. With the Canes’ current depth at
center, I don’t know if he has a clear path in Carolina and the
team may be willing to move him.
I could also see Ryan Suzuki being the center-piece for a
hockey deal involving a top-six forward with term.
Joey Keane is another name that I could imagine teams
asking for from the Hurricanes and with the team’s depth at
that position, it could be a feasible deal.
Other potential trade candidates I could see are Jack Drury,
Dominik Bokk, David Cotton and Jesper Sellgren.
It’s not to say that the Hurricanes should trade any of these
players or empty the farm, but if they are looking to improve
now, it’s going to cost them their good, young players of the
future. Plain and simple.
Picks
The real truth about draft picks is that they are in a sense a
form of currency. The more you have, the more willing you
are to spend, while the less you have, the less you want to
ship them out.
How general managers weigh them is another exercise
entirely, but the fact is that they can really sweeten the pot
for many deals.
The Hurricanes have had a plethora of picks the last three
years and currently hold eight for this coming draft. So with
the prospect pipeline pretty stocked, the Canes can afford to
spend a good bit of their picks if they’re looking to pick up
some good complimentary pieces.
Add in the fact that this year’s draft has been heavily
impacted by the pandemic with many junior leagues’
seasons having been either delayed or canceled and scouts
not being able to freely travel and it all looks like the potential
for a hot mess.
This may drive the overall value of draft picks down, but
there will still be teams in need of restocking their pipelines
and the Canes are fully capable of helping those teams out.
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Wolves land at top of AHL standings after weekend activity
Petr Mrazek stood tall in a conditioning stint for the Wolves,
earning a win against his old AHL team.

rest of the Central Division, as well as capturing the top spot
in the AHL when ranked by points percentage.

By Sarah.A

Game 16: Chicago 5, Grand Rapids 2

By The Numbers

Hello, Petr Mrazek! As Carolina Hurricanes fans already
know, Mrazek popped over to the Wolves while the
Hurricanes were already in Chicago, starting a game for the
first time since he was injured on Jan. 30 against the Dallas
Stars. The one-game conditioning stint marked Mrazek’s first
AHL appearance since March 6, 2015, when he was
coincidentally still a member of the Grand Rapids Griffins.

Record: 14-2-0-1 (1st in Central Division)
Goals/Game: 4.53
Goals Against/Game: 2.47
Shots/Game: 31.94
Shots Against/Game: 32.41
Power Play % (Rank): 26.8% (2nd)
Penalty Kill % (Rank): 82.1% (12th)
Leading Scorer (Overall): Tanner Jeannot (19)
Most Goals: Tanner Jeannot (9)
Most Assists: Tommy Novak (13)
Next Game: Wednesday, April 7 at Rockford
(stats as of April 5, 2021)
By The Numbers

The Wolves didn’t exactly give Mrazek much time to adjust to
his first game action in months. After a relatively quiet first
period, which saw each team record eight shots, the Griffins
took over in the second, putting 23 shots on the netminder,
who turned away all of them.
Mrazek faced breakaways, odd-man rushes and plenty of
shorthanded situations, tracking the puck well through a lot
of sometimes disorganized traffic in front of him. He
ultimately allowed only two goals, while the Wolves made the
most of their somewhat limited chances at the other end,
scoring five times (including one empty net goal) to secure
the win for the team.

Goals/Game: 4.53

Scoring: Anthony Richard, 2 G; David Warsofsky, 1 G 1 A;
Frederic Allard, 1 G 1 A; Tanner Jeannot, 1 G; Phil
Tomasino, 2 A; Ryan Suzuki, 1 A; Sean Malone, 1 A; Drew
Shore, 1 A; Cavan Fitzgerald, 1 A; Luke Evangelista, 1 A

Goals Against/Game: 2.47

In Net: Petr Mrazek, 0.956 Sv %, saved 43 of 45

Shots/Game: 31.94

Game 15: Chicago 4, Rockford 2

Shots Against/Game: 32.41

Some of the Wolves’ numbers this season have certainly
been aided by the fact that they play the struggling Rockford
IceHogs so often. Saturday was the sixth meeting of the
teams this season and the Wolves have, to date, won them
all.

Record: 14-2-0-1 (1st in Central Division)

Power Play % (Rank): 26.8% (2nd)
Penalty Kill % (Rank): 82.1% (12th)
Leading Scorer (Overall): Tanner Jeannot (19)
Most Goals: Tanner Jeannot (9)
Most Assists: Tommy Novak (13)
Next Game: Wednesday, April 7 at Rockford
(stats as of April 5, 2021)
Only two teams have recorded wins over the Chicago
Wolves so far, as the Wolves continue their dominant AHL
season. The first team to take down the Wolves, ending a
seven-game winning streak at the start of the season, was
the Grand Rapids Griffins, who showed the Wolves at that
time that their play off the puck needed to improve.
The Wolves defeated the Griffins in their next meeting, but
due to COVID-related postponements, haven’t met since.
Last week, the teams met again, with Chicago entering the
series on a four-game winning streak. And despite icing one
relatively untested goaltender and one goaltender coming off
a significant stint on the injured reserve list, the Wolves
walked away victories against the Griffins and the Rockford
IceHogs. Those wins increased the Wolves’ lead over the

Nashville Predators prospect Tanner Jeannot has been a
stand-out player for the Wolves lately, scoring in his seventh
consecutive game, the longest active goal-scoring streak in
the AHL. Jeannot has always stood out as a bit of a pest in
past seasons with the Milwaukee Admirals, but this season is
experiencing the offensive success that’s largely eluded him
previously.
Hurricanes prospects David Cotton and Dominik Bokk
continue to grow more comfortable with the professional
game, with both men chipping in goals on Saturday.
The Wolves have seen a rotating cast of goaltenders this
season, with Predators prospect Devin Cooley earning the
win this time. Coach Ryan Warsofsky pointed out that he
expects his team to play the same in front of each
goaltender, regardless of if it’s an experienced veteran or
someone just finding his feet in the AHL. The team still gives
up far too many shots for his liking, though, which will
continue to be an area of focus for the Wolves.
“We just need to do a little bit better job in the danger areas
of the ice,” Warsofsky said. “We get a little soft at times on
pucks, puck management struggles at times, but
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goaltending-wise, it’s been really good and we need to do a
better job so they don’t see so many chances.”

Scoring: Cole Smith, 1 G; David Cotton, 1 G; Tanner
Jeannot, 1 G; Dominik Bokk, 1 G; Sean Malone, 2 A; David
Warsofsky, 2 A; Ryan Suzuki, 1 A; Phil Tomasino, 1 A
In Net: Devin Cooley, 0.939 Sv %, saved 31 of 33

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Florida Panthers: Game Preview
Two big points are on the line as Central Division leader
comes into PNC Arena for two straight games starting
tonight.

Category

Hurricanes

Panthers

By Johnathan Kirkland

Record

25-9-3

26-9-4

Carolina Hurricanes (25-9-3) vs. Florida Panthers (26-9-4)

Goals/Game

3.13

3.31

2021 Regular Season Game 38
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 - 7 p.m. ET
PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC

Goals Against/Game

2.46

2.59

Watch: Bally Sports South
Listen: 99.9 The Fan

Shots/Game

32.27

34.51

SBN Opposition: Litter Box Cats

Face Off Win %

54.5%

50.3%

Power Play % (Rank)

29.1% (1st)

23.0% (11th)

Penalty Kill % (Rank)

82.3% (9th)

81.2% (11th)

ES Corsi For %

53.73%

52.08%

ES PDO

100.68

100.51

PIM/Game

07:01

08:38

Follow Canes Country on Social Media
Twitter @CanesCountry
Facebook Canes Country
Instagram @canescountrypix
The Carolina Hurricanes begin a two-game set against the
Discover Central Division leaders, the Florida Panthers
tonight. These will be two pivotal games going forward if the
Hurricanes are going to have a chance to finish at the top of
the division. Coming into tonight’s game, the Hurricanes are
in third place in the division with 53 points, one game behind
the second place Tampa Bay Lightning. The Panthers have
56 points. The Hurricanes do have two games in hand on the
Panthers and one on the Lightning.
Carolina is coming off a hard fought back-to-back against the
Dallas Stars, where it lost 3-2 on Saturday night and came
back to defeat the Stars 1-0 on Sunday. It was Petr Mrazek’s
return to the ice and he did it in fine fashion with his third
shutout in only his fifth game of the season.
Mrazek returned from injury after missing 33 games after
suffering a thumb injury on Jan. 30 against Dallas. He had to
have surgery on the thumb, but he looked like he hadn’t
missed a beat on Sunday.
The Hurricanes seem to be content carrying all three goalies
for the time being, and there is no word yet on who will be in
net tonight against Florida.
The Panthers enter tonight’s game on a six-game winning
streak, winning two games each against the Stars, Detroit
Red Wings and Columbus Blue Jackets.
Expect the two games against Florida to feel like playoff
games with the crucial points that are on the line.
Vital Statistics
Category

Hurricanes

Panthers

Goaltender #1
Category

James Reimer

Sergei Bobrovsky

Record

14-4-1

15-5-2

Save %

0.905

.910

GAA

2.71

2.79

Goaltender #2
Category

Alex Nedeljkovic

Chris Driedger

Record

8-4-2

11-4-2

Save %

.924

.931

GAA

2.12

2.05
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Goaltender #3
Category

Petr Mrazek

N/A

Record

3-1-0

N/A

Save %

.968

N/A

GAA

0.74

N/A

Game Notes







The Hurricanes are 3-1 against the Panthers this
season. They lost the first matchup 4-3 in overtime,
but have reeled off three straight against Florida.
Tonight will be the fifth of eight games against
Florida this season.
Vincent Trocheck has four goals in four games this
season against his former team. He leads all
Hurricanes in goals scored against Florida this
season. The Panthers drafted Trocheck in the third
round (64th overall) in the 2011 NHL Draft and he
played in 420 games for the Panthers from 201420. He had 282 points in his time with the Panthers.
Trocheck is on fire since his return from injury with
one goal and four assists and has a four-game point
streak since his return on March 30.
James Reimer or Alex Nedeljkovic could start in net
tonight after Mrazek’s shutout against Dallas on
Sunday. Both Reimer and Nedeljkovic have started

twice this season against Florida. Reimer is 2-0 with
a .907 SV% and 2.40 GAA. Nedeljkovic is 1-0-1
with a .928 SV% and 2.90 GAA against the
Panthers this season.



The Panthers are playing without defenseman and
alternate captain Aaron Ekblad, who is out for 12
weeks after suffering a fracture in his lower leg
against Dallas on March 28. Ekblad had 11 goals
and 11 assists in 35 games this season and was
one of the anchors of the Panthers’ defense.



Florida alternate captain Jonathan Huberdeau, who
enters tonight’s game with 14 goals and 28 assists,
has three goals and two assists this season against
the Hurricanes.



Dougie Hamilton notched his 100th career goal on
Saturday night against the Stars to become the fifth
active NHL defenseman to score 100 goals in his
first 600 NHL games played, joining Eric Karlsson,
Shea Weber, Oliver Ekman-Larsson and Roman
Jossi.



Brett Pesce notched an assist on the Jordan
Martinook game winning goal on Sunday to extend
his assist streak to three games. This is the second
time this season that Pesce has had an assist in at
least three consecutive games.



With the Hurricanes win on Sunday, they set the
franchise record for standings points through the
team’s first 37 games of any season (53). The
previous record was 50 in the 2005-06 season.

TODAY’S LINKS
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/don-waddell-staying-in-touch-around-the-league-as-trade-deadline-approaches/c-323293682
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-florida-panthers-carolina-hurricanes/c-323296038
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/04/05/nhl-power-rankings-playoff-races-heating-up-in-central-west-divisions/
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-power-rankings-avalanche-finally-overtake-lightning-for-first-time-this-season/
https://www.si.com/hockey/news/nhl-power-rankings-spirit-of-96
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/5/22367986/who-and-what-the-carolina-hurricanes-could-look-to-move-at-the-trade-deadline-nhl-reimerfleury
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/5/22368133/chicago-wolves-land-at-top-of-ahl-standings-weekend-activity-petr-mrazek-conditioning-grandrapids
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/6/22368810/carolina-hurricanes-vs-florida-panthers-game-preview
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Florida Panthers

Pavelich sold his gold medal for more than $250,000 in 2014, two years
after wife Kara died in an accidental fall.

NHL Trade Deadline: What are the Panthers shopping for?

Pavelich starred at Eveleth High School and was an All-America
selection at the University of Minnesota Duluth before earning a spot on
the Olympic team.

By George Richards

The Florida Panthers came into Monday atop the NHL standings but with
the trade deadline now a week away, how are they looking to improve?
This will be general manager Bill Zito’s first NHL deadline running his
own team although he is not going in alone.
As was the case when Dale Tallon was running things, he will lean on his
scouts and trusted confidants within the front office in scouring the
league for players they think will improve the roster.
Based on how the Panthers have been playing this year, they don’t need
much.

The 5-foot-8, 170-pound forward spent five seasons with the New York
Rangers and played briefly for the Minnesota North Stars and San Jose
Sharks, finishing with 137 goals and 192 assists in 355 NHL regularseason games. He had a five-goal game for the Rangers on Feb. 23,
1983, in an 11-3 victory over Hartford.
“As a kid growing up in Hibbing I used to go to the arena and hang out
with gear in hand waiting to see if I could skate with the teams that rented
the ice,” former Minnesota and NHL player Pat Micheletti tweeted after
Pavelich died. “Mark Pavelich always let me join with the Eveleth guys.
He taught me so much about the game.”
Detroit News LOADED: 04.06.2021
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Detroit Red Wings

But, as the saying goes, one can always improve themselves.
Zito will try and do so in the coming days.

'Size still matters': Young, big-bodied players strengthening Wings' lineup

Florida Hockey NowLOADED: 04.06.2021
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Ted Kulfan
Detroit Red Wings

Death of 'Miracle on Ice' standout Mark Pavelich ruled suicide

Associated Press

Anoka, Minn. — Last month’s death of “Miracle on Ice” Olympic hockey
standout Mark Pavelich was ruled a suicide, a Minnesota medical
examiner said Monday.
The Midwest Medical Examiner’s Office in Anoka County said in a news
release that the 63-year-old Pavelich died of asphyxia. His body was
found March 3 at the Eagle’s Healing Nest in Sauk Centre, Minnesota.
Pavelich was undergoing treatment at the home as part of a civil
commitment for assaulting his neighbor in Cook County, Minnesota, in
August 2019. Pavelich thought the man had spiked his beer.
He was charged with felony assault but Judge Michael Cuzzo found he
was incompetent to stand trial because he was mentally ill and
dangerous. The judge said psychologists found that Pavelich was
suffering from delusions and paranoia. Experts also diagnosed him with a
mild neurocognitive disorder due to traumatic brain injury, likely related to
repeated head injuries.
Pavelich, the speedy center from the Minnesota Iron Range, assisted on
Mike Eruzione’s winning goal against the heavily favored Soviet Union in
the 1980 Olympics. That U.S. team went on to win the gold medal.

Detroit — Three of the Red Wings who have been noticeable on the ice
over the last week have something in common.
In a league where speed has become valued and has largely taken over,
big bodies can still be effective and dictate a game in their own way.
Michael Rasmussen (age 21, 6-foot-6, 229 pounds), Givani Smith (23, 62, 210) and Adam Erne (25, 6-1, 212) all have used their strengths to
make an impact in recent games and add another dimension to the
Wings’ lineup.
“Size still matters,” coach Jeff Blashill said of the impact being big has
these days in the NHL.
A big, strong, immovable player will have certain advantages on the ice
that a smaller, lighter player cannot have in certain situations with, or
without, the puck.
“There’s different ways to separate yourself,” Blashill said. “One is
through speed, one is through size and one is probably through
competitiveness and hockey smarts.
“If you have all three, obviously, you’re a special player. If you don’t have
any of them, you’ll have a hard time creating any sort of offense.
“(But) size definitely matters. If you’re bigger and longer, that’s like an
NBA defender that is long — they’re hard to play against.
“Ultimately you want good players in those big packages and those guys
(Erne, Smith, Rasmussen) are big players.”
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The Wings’ size and willingness to battle and win confrontations around
the net Sunday in Tampa was one key reason the Wings were successful
in an impressive 5-1 victory.
The Wings carved space around the goal and went strong to the net. On
the defensive end, they kept the Lightning away from goaltender Thomas
Greiss.

Erne has carved out a role on the power play and has continued to earn
the trust and confidence of the coaching staff.
“He plays hard, plays the right way and goes to the right areas at the
right times,” Larkin said. “He has great timing in front of the net, and has
a great shot. He has always stuck with it and that’s something everyone
can learn from.”

“That’s what Blash always talks about, winning the net-front and that
goes for both ends,” Rasmussen said. “A lot of us did a good job in front
of our net and in front of their net, too, getting bodies in front.”

Predators at Red Wings

Here’s how these three big, young Wings made an impact on the recently
completed road trip that ended on a positive note:

►TV/radio: BSD-plus/97.1

►Rasmussen: With each passing game, the 2017 first-round pick is
beginning to look like the player the Wings envisioned when they
selected Rasmussen ninth overall.
Rasmussen is becoming a big, hulking center who is tough on the
boards, a handful around the net, and is taking steps toward becoming a
shutdown center.
“Ras has taken some real steps forward as a player, there’s no doubt
about that,” Blashill said.
Rasmussen has two goals and five assists in 24 games, but the two
goals have come in the last five games, including one in Sunday's
victory.
A sure sign the coaching staff is beginning to trust Rasmussen more? He
played 19 and 16 minutes, respectively, in the two games in Tampa.
“He’s got more responsibility on the penalty kill and five-on-five, and
(Saturday) was one of his best games all year,” Blashill said. “He was
solid again (Sunday) on the back end of a back-to-back. He’s a big man.
He’s a very good defensive player because he’s long and makes it hard
on the other team, and he’s good around the net.”
Blashill felt the goal Rasmussen scored will help in a variety of ways, too.
“Goals matter to these guys, points matter. That’s just the reality of it,”
Blashill said. “You feel better about yourself.”
This latest stretch of hockey by Rasmussen is arguably the best he’s
looked in the NHL — and Rasmussen doesn’t disagree.
“A lot of it is growing, just growing my game and growing as a person,”
Rasmussen said. “I’m just trying to get better every day and I’m really
helped by the guys in the room. I can’t put a finger on it. I’m just having
fun playing hockey.”

►Faceoff: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Little Caesars Arena, Detroit

►Outlook: The Red Wings (13-22-5) and Nashville (20-18-1) open a
quick two-game homestand and series. …Nashville has climbed into the
fourth and final playoff seed, thanks to an 8-2-0 surge. …Goalie Juuse
Saros (11-7-0, 2.27 GAA, .928 SVS) has been outstanding lately.
Detroit News LOADED: 04.06.2021
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Detroit Red Wings

Thomas Greiss steps up, will be key for Red Wings if Jonathan Bernier
moved

By Ansar Khan

The Detroit Red Wings are starting to see the experienced, proven
goaltender they were expecting when they signed Thomas Greiss in the
offseason.
Greiss has strung together three solid starts, culminating with a 27-save
performance Sunday in a 5-1 victory over the Tampa Bay Lightning at
Amalie Arena.
In four appearances since being pulled less than eight minutes into a 7-1
loss at Nashville on March 25, the 35-year-old has stopped 111-of-118
shots in 226 minutes (1.86 goals-against average, .941 save
percentage).
The Red Wings will need more of that from Greiss the final five weeks of
the season, especially if they trade Jonathan Bernier by the April 12
deadline.

“Definitely, physically, I’ve had to battle some injuries (over the last
couple seasons) and that’s never fun,” Rasmussen said. “It (being
healthy) brings your best game out. I feel strong and mentally I feel
good.”

“He was definitely really sharp today,” coach Jeff Blashill said. “Tampa
has a ton of traffic and makes it hard around the cage and they shoot
tons of pucks. I thought he did a great job of fighting through traffic and
finding the puck. The puck was sticking to him, him freezing pucks. He
didn’t create a whole lot of extra havoc. I thought from start to finish it
was maybe his best game in a long time, maybe one of the best of the
year.”

►Smith: He earned high marks and plenty of praise around the locker
room for the way he stood up for Dylan Larkin after Larkin was hit
Thursday by Florida’s Riley Stillman.

Greiss’ 3-15-5 record is in stark contrast to Bernier’s 8-6-0 mark. Bernier,
out since March 18 with a lower-body injury, practiced on Friday and
should return soon.

“It’s a testament to who Smitty is,” forward Luke Glendening said.

Whether or not Bernier remains a Red Wing, Greiss has much room to
improve upon his season numbers (3.21 GAA, .895 save percentage).
He had the misfortune of having to carry the load earlier this season
when Bernier was injured and the team had five regulars on the COVID
protocol list for multiple weeks. He also has received less offensive
support than any goalie in the league.

And, for a change, being healthy.

As Smith refines and broadens his offensive game, he could become a
true force in the lineup, given his size, physicality and toughness.
“When he gets into the offensive zone, he’s a load,” Blashill said. “He’s a
hard guy to check and he has pretty good hands in those (hard) areas,
and he knows to go to the net. He’s a load.”
►Erne: He isn't as tall as the other two, but he's bulkier, strong on his
skates, doesn’t back down around the net, and has already reached a
career high with eight goals to go along with 13 points.

“It’s always nice when you have a little goal support but playing well also
helps,” Greiss said. “I thought I was just a little unlucky here and there.”
Stepping up in big moments, like he did with 12:50 remaining in the
second period Sunday, helps. Greiss made a turning-point save on
Steven Stamkos off a three-on-one-rush, when the sniper’s shot went off
the goalie’s blocker and then the shaft of his stick, to preserve a 1-0 lead.
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Shortly after, the Red Wings scored three goals in a span of 2:53 to
break it open.

old and learning by the day. So much has been expected of him since
the moment he first donned a Red Wings jersey.

“Instead of being 1-1, it’s a totally different game,” Greiss said. “It was a
big moment in the game.”

But as Zadina continues to gain experience in Detroit, he’s taking steps
toward becoming a two-way difference-maker.

Said Blashill: “That’s the difference in winning and losing lots of times,
you need big saves at big moments, and you need the goalie to stop the
ones you’re supposed to stop, and he did both of those things today.”

“I think on a pretty consistent basis he’s tried to do it right,” coach Jeff
Blashill said last week. “He’s tried to compete hard, he’s tried to be
accountable, play from the right side of the puck, not cheat for offense.
The games where he’s done either one of those — either not been hard
enough on the puck or started to cheat for offense — we’ve showed him
and he’s corrected it, which is a great sign, especially for a young player.
He’s very coachable that way.

Overall, it was one of the Red Wings’ best defensive efforts.
“It was as good a job as we’ve done all season of clogging up the neutral
zone, especially in the second period,” Blashill said. “We did a good job
of being above but tight on people, so we didn’t give them much space.
We created turnovers. I thought in our own zone overall we were pretty
good. They’re real active with a number of their players. We did a pretty
good job of manning up and having people.
“We have to be a really good defensive team. That’s how you win in this
league.”
That is especially how you win in Tampa Bay, and there has been no
more difficult venue for Detroit over the past decade.
The Red Wings snapped a 17-game regular-season losing streak at
Amalie Arena with their first win there since Feb. 17, 2011.
“Honestly, the past record, if (media) didn’t tell us we would have no
idea,” Blashill said. “But certainly, we haven’t beaten these guys much,
so having success against them feels good, especially the fact they’re as
good as they are, the defending Stanley Cup champions.
“In the end for me, it’s about playing the right way and how the process
went, and I thought our process was pretty good.”
Fabbri out: Robby Fabbri missed the game due to injury, which Blashill
listed as day-to-day for now, saying he would know more on Tuesday,
prior to the team hosting Nashville.
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Inside Red Wings forward Filip Zadina’s quest to be a 2-way threat: ‘I’ve
gotta earn it’

By Max Bultman Apr 5, 2021

As the Red Wings made a late push against the Lightning on Saturday
afternoon, trying to take the reigning Stanley Cup champions to overtime,
Tampa Bay forward Brayden Point got out on the rush looking to seal the
game.
Point carried the puck through the slot, drawing Red Wings netminder
Thomas Greiss with him, only to pass it across for what could have been
a tap-in, game-ending goal. If, that is, it hadn’t been for the backcheck of
Filip Zadina, who was in the exact right spot to break up the play and
clear the puck out of danger.

“I think he’s gotten more dangerous as the year’s gone along. I think he’s
made more plays, he’s been more dangerous with the puck. Not just from
a scoring aspect, but with the puck. … I think as he continues to work on
being that complete player and then gets more dangerous, that’s when
you have a really good winning-type hockey player.”
Some of that has been evident since the start of training camp, when
Zadina’s puck hounding was noticeable, and translated rather quickly into
the regular season — including this forecheck, steal and assist to Bobby
Ryan.
Especially because it ended in a goal, the play got early traction as
evidence the training camp flashes were for real. As the season has
progressed, Zadina’s disruption hasn’t landed on quite as many highlight
reels, but it’s still been a real element of his game. That’s been a
conscious effort.
“Blash told me many times, if I want to play with the puck, I’ve gotta earn
it,” Zadina recently told The Athletic. “Just win the battles, and then you
will play with the puck more. … Gotta go there and grind it and win the
puck, and then I can play with the puck all game long. So, it starts on the
forecheck. If I do a good job — I mean, if we do a good job as a line —
then we can play in the O-zone more than the D-zone. That’s probably
what everyone wants to do, right?”
He is right, and it’s why it’s been so eye-catching when Zadina has either
forced those turnovers himself or helped turn them into offense when his
linemates have. Here’s a play in which he creeps down into a forecheck
battle Larkin is already engaged in, emerges with the puck and creates a
scoring chance.
And another in which he jumps on a loose puck down low, then sets up a
shot from the slot.
These aren’t complicated clips, and they’re far from the only way Zadina
(a smart, highly skilled forward) can help the Red Wings generate
offense. But it’s a particularly important aspect because it’s one he can
largely control. And after Sunday, Zadina is second among all Red Wings
(behind only Mathias Bromé) in takeaways per 60 minutes with 1.67.
Larkin is next at 1.63.
The ability to force turnovers has been one of the most noticeable
elements of his game this season —even though, interestingly, he’s
hovering right around the same number of takeaways/60 he had last
season (1.69). Still, the point here is not so much the rate stat as the
impact Zadina’s disruptiveness can have on games. And it can be hard to
know how much stock to put into the raw number of “takeaways” the NHL
logs, anyway.

“That was a big play in the game to keep us alive,” Dylan Larkin said.

Here, for example, is a play for which Zadina did not get credit for a
takeaway.

It did not spur a comeback in the final four minutes Saturday as the
Lightning withstood Detroit’s late efforts and held on to win 2-1. But it was
just the latest example of Zadina’s continued growth. And Sunday, he
provided another, with a dogged effort to steal the puck deep the
offensive zone, eventually leading to a Red Wings goal.

Regardless of the categorization, the play was another example of a
subtle, but useful, contribution Zadina can make by being hard on the
backcheck. It didn’t lead to a goal or even a scoring chance but it flips
possession in the neutral zone. That matters.

Because of his pedigree as the sixth pick in 2018, it can be easy to forget
that Zadina is in his first season as a full-time NHLer, still just 21 years

It’s also worth noting that, on this same shift before this sequence,
Zadina recovered the puck below his own goal line, used his body to get
in a forechecker’s way and buy his teammate time. Then he got up the
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ice and found open space to take a dangerous shot on the rush. He even
regathered the puck to help set up another chance.
And when the Blue Jackets recovered the puck, he got back and came
away with the puck again. Basically the definition of a complete shift.
Another thing that makes his disruptiveness particularly noteworthy is
that Zadina has done this without taking a penalty all season. In fact, in
70 career games, he has taken just one penalty. At some point, that will
change as consistently battling with his stick inevitably leads to the odd
trip or slash along the way. But for now, Zadina seems to be pulling it off.
He said he’s watched video of Nikita Kucherov and Sebastian Aho,
similar-sized forwards, and taken note of what they do on the forecheck,
playing with the puck and how they create space without the puck.
“I believe that helped me a lot,” Zadina said. “I was really glad that I saw
that, it opened my eyes (to) what I’ve gotta do, and I’m trying to do
(things) the same way, like they do their jobs.”
Of course, those are two of the NHL’s premier forwards: Aho as a young
No. 1 center for Carolina and Kucherov as the 2019 league MVP and
prolific scorer. Zadina hasn’t had that kind of impact yet.
Which brings us back to Blashill’s earlier comment about Zadina getting
more dangerous. When Zadina entered the league, his reputation was
that of a scorer-in-waiting. And while he continues to improve by the
week for the Red Wings, Detroit still needs him to take that next step in
terms of production.
For a 21 year old, his 14 points in 33 games are solid. But there’s no
doubt he can still find another level there, as well as with his underlying
numbers, where Detroit’s five-on-five xG/60 with Zadina on the ice was
just 1.8 this season, entering Sunday, according to Evolving Hockey.
Both his on-ice xGF% and shot share were at 42 percent.
Blashill did say he thinks Zadina continues to get more dangerous,
though, and the numbers have shown that, too: His recent line with
Larkin and Robby Fabbri has an xGF% of 54.75% at five-on-five for the
season, a number primarily bolstered by their offensive contributions.
They’re generating 3.34 xG/60 at five-on-five, which is excellent, albeit in
a still-small sample of just 62 minutes together.
For Zadina, part of the growth process has been managing nights when
he may not have his A-game — an inevitability in any NHL season,
especially one as frantic as 2021.
“Sometimes, I do feel like I can do anything, actually whatever I want,”
Zadina said. “And sometimes just I have nights (where I’m) just trying to
keep it simple because I don’t feel I can do what I did last game or stuff
like that. But yeah, just trying to do my job, just trying to have fun, and
trying to get better, for sure, every single game. When I have the puck, I
just don’t want to just turn it over or something, or just dump it. When I
see Larks going on the other side, just trying to pass to him and create
the offense. It’s better to play with the puck than without the puck.”
And the more he’s able to play with the puck, the better he — and the
Red Wings — will be.
This goal came before he moved onto the Larkin line, but it shows Zadina
keeping the puck in at the blue line, getting lost from the defense, and
then reappearing in open space to manufacture a goal.
It’s one of just four goals he’s scored thus far in 2021, but it illustrates
how quickly he can change a game if he gets the puck with time.
Since he was drafted, Zadina’s shot has been regarded as one of his
best tools. And it still is. He’s a natural goal scorer, one reason he
occupies the half-wall spot on Detroit’s power play. But he hasn’t yet
scored via a true slap shot one-timer this season, and that’s one area of
his game that could be poised to take another step in the (possibly near)
future.
Zadina said over the weekend he’s been working at his one-timers. He’s
hopeful that once one goes in, more will follow.

“It’s tough, for sure, to work on the one-timer, because every pass is
different, especially in the game,” Zadina said. “You’re not going to get
the puck exactly in your wheelhouse, so just trying to just get it quickly as
I can from the stick to at least the net, to create a rebound.”
Here’s a pair of one-timers on the same shift that illustrate Zadina’s point:
In games, you don’t get countless reps to fire away in the same fluid
motion from the same spot. Those passes are coming from different
angles, with the passer (or shooter) sometimes under duress. Neither of
the shots in this clip is a bad one-timer, by any means. They’re just
plainly different shots, coming off passes from different people at different
parts of the ice and going through varying layers of traffic. One gets
through, one doesn’t. It’s easy to see why they’re tough to master.
Time will help with that, as it will with other elements of his game, such
as continuing to add strength and explosiveness and a higher confidence
level in general. Certainly, he has not played without mistakes this
season, either. He recently had a tough turnover at the offensive blue line
at the end of a game against Nashville, which led to a goal against.
As Blashill alluded, though, Zadina is a player who cares about correcting
mistakes in his own game. Zadina said he’ll sometimes talk to himself on
the bench if he does something wrong.
But in a short season, a new game is seemingly always just a day or two
away. And that means another chance to take another step.
“I think we’ve had some ups and downs, for sure,” Zadina said. “But
overall, we’ve done a pretty good job, I think, since the beginning of the
season. I’m getting lots of opportunities and I’m really glad for it, and I’m
really appreciative for the chance I’m getting, and I believe I’m becoming
a better player than I was. So I feel really good about the season so far,
and hopefully, it will keep going and we’ll win more games and have fun
with the boys and with the team, for sure.”
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The Athletic / Bobby Trivigno’s path to the Frozen Four with UMass:
Hockey, the family way

By Steve Buckley Apr 5, 2021

They say it’s the children who suffer when parents separate.
In this case, it was the dogs — Snoopy and Pepper — who had to deal
with some serious lifestyle changes in the fall of 2014 when a married
couple from Setauket, N.Y., Bob and Nancy Trivigno, made a difficult
decision. They lived apart for nine months so that their son, Bobby Jr.,
could hone his hockey skills by attending a Minnesota boarding school.
Except there was no boarding his first year — that is, not the meals-andbedroom kind. He had been accepted at the Shattuck-St. Mary’s School
in Faribault, Minn., but the acceptance letter didn’t include a scholarship.
And so a plan was hatched: Nancy would move out to Faribault, rent a
small apartment and set up as close to a home environment as possible
for Bobby Jr.
To help make ends meet, she handed in her apron at a Starbucks where
she had been working on Long Island and took a job at the Starbucks on
West Bridge Street in Owatonna, Minn., 17 miles from Shattuck-St.
Mary’s.
As for Bobby Sr., he remained on Long Island, running his home heating
oil delivery business. During the winter he’d do snowplowing. “If it was
snowing in the winter, as soon as I couldn’t drive the truck anymore, the
town would call me up and I’d start plowing roads,” he said.
And the dogs?
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Snoopy, a puggle (part-beagle, part-pug) spent the fall, winter and spring
in Minnesota with Nancy and Bobby Jr.
Pepper, a Yorkshire terrier, remained on the Island with Bobby Sr.
“Snoopy girl is about 20 pounds, so she fits in a small travel bag,” said
Nancy Trivigno. “It was like a little hockey bag with wheels, and she’d
travel with us. Bobby would pull him through the airport, and we’d stick
her under the seat in front of us. She’s been to a lot of hockey rinks.”
For all the sacrifices the Trivigno family had to make back in 2014 — and
come on, we’re talking about separating family pets — things have
worked out splendidly. Bobby Sr. and Nancy are back together on Long
Island. Their daughter, Dana, a former star hockey player at Boston
College, is living in the Boston area. And Snoopy and Pepper are back
together as well.
As for young Bobby, now 22 years old and a 5-foot-8, 162-pound junior
forward for the UMass hockey team, he’s piled up some impressive
hardware this season. He was MVP of the Hockey East Tournament,
which the Minutemen won, and he’s the recipient of the Walter Brown
Award, given to the top American-born college hockey player in New
England.
Next up, the quest for the big prize: The Minutemen take on Minnesota
Duluth on Thursday night at 9 ET at Pittsburgh’s PPG Paints Arena in the
semifinals of the Frozen Four. A victory would send UMass to its second
straight national championship game, which it lost two years ago … to
Minnesota Duluth. (Last year’s tournament was canceled due to the
pandemic.)
We needn’t stop here for a discussion about the incredible amount of
hard work and dedication — and, yes, talent — that’s required to
compete in collegiate athletics. All this is a given. We can also appreciate
that entire families sometimes need to put their respective backs into the
effort. But here was one of those cases when a family council was
convened in order to divvy up manpower and womanpower, which
resulted in Nancy mixing up mocha lattes in Owatonna while Bob Sr., a
former New York City police officer who later became a New York
firefighter until retiring, was running his oil truck all over Long Island.
Small wonder that Bobby Jr. puts it this way: “They’re the people I look
up to. And I know one day when I have a family, me and my future wife,
whoever that may be, I hope to be able to make sacrifices to raise a
family the way they did for me and my sister.”
What makes the Trivigno family’s decision to set up a satellite operation
in Minnesota all the more impressive is that there was a time when young
Bobby wasn’t on anybody’s list to become a future Division I college
hockey player. Let alone one who would be stuffing trophies into his
duffel bag and prepping for the Frozen Four.
Now Dana Trivigno, she was the hockey star in the family. Long before
she was recruited to play at Boston College, she was being recruited by
Shattuck-St. Mary’s. And her decision to attend the school didn’t
necessitate that Bobby Sr. or Nancy move out there and find an
apartment. Dana’s scholarship included all the bells and whistles, which
for the purpose of this discussion means room and board.
But it was Dana’s decision to attend Shattuck-St. Mary’s that led Bobby
Jr. out that way.
Enter Ben Barr, now an associate head coach at UMass but at the time a
former player at Shattuck-St. Mary’s and RPI who was working in
banking in Albany, N.Y., and coaching youth hockey in the area. One of
his players was Courtney Burke, the future Wisconsin standout, who was
being recruited to attend Shattuck-St. Mary’s. It so happens Burke was
friends with Dana Trivigno through various select festivals and other
youth hockey hootenannies. Through the Courtney Burke-Dana Trivigno
connection, Barr became friendly with the Trivigno family. The first time
Barr saw young Bobby was at the Burkes’ home in the Albany area.
“He was 4-foot nothing, just a little nuisance of a kid,” said Barr. “When I
tell you he was small, that’s an understatement.”

But the kid grew … as in 5-foot-1 by the time he was attending Gelinas
Junior High School in Setauket. He wanted to attend Shattuck-St. Mary’s.
His parents wanted him to attend Shattuck-St. Mary’s. The problem is
that Shattuck-St. Mary’s wasn’t much interested. According to Bobby Sr.,
his son was turned down the first time he applied.
“Bobby’s father called me and said, ‘Here’s the thing: I want Bobby to go
to Shattuck,'” Barr said. “But there were a lot of prep school options back
East that would have been more affordable and convenient. And as crazy
as this sounds, I was telling him, ‘You are crazy to send him to Shattuck.’
I just knew how competitive it was, and I don’t think they cared if he came
or not because they weren’t offering him a financial package.”
The family had a decision to make: Was all this worth it?
“Let me tell you right now: I don’t have my Wayne Gretzky glasses on,
looking at my son play hockey,” Bobby Sr. said. “A lot of people look at
their kid and they have a hard time assessing how good the kid is.
Granted, at times I did have a hard time assessing him.”
But Bob Sr., a 1982 graduate of Smithtown High School East, knew this:
“We’re able to do a pretty good job here on Long Island developing
hockey players until about Bantam/Midget. At that point, a lot of the
better players in the area, they get recruited to go other places.
“But you’re not going to be seen at Smithtown, Long Island, playing at the
local rink,” he said.
Bobby Jr. sees it both ways: He loved being a kid from Long Island. He
loved making the move to Shattuck-St. Mary’s.
“I had a great childhood,” he said. “Practices were 7 or 8 at night, so I’d
go to school, do what normal kids would do, and then after school I’d go
outside and play with the neighborhood kids.
“It was normal. Maybe a little busier than it was with other kids because I
was playing hockey.
“When I was moving to Minnesota, kids at home were kind of confused.
They were saying, ‘What, you’re going to a different high school? And not
even on Long Island? You’re going to Minnesota? Why?’ It was definitely
hard to explain.”
But going to Shattuck-St. Mary’s, he said, “was an even better
experience. I think I had it better than if I were in high school.”
Newly arrived on campus, Dana Trivigno’s kid brother tried out for
hockey. And then he waited until Sunday morning — at 10 a.m. — when
players would be informed of their status via email.
“I remember waiting and watching, anxious for the list to come out,” he
said. “I was hoping to be on the U-16 Tier 1 team. That didn’t happen.”
What did happen was that he was placed on the Tier 2 team.
“I was like, ‘Uh, all right. You know what, whatever. I’m going to be the
best player on that team,'” he said. “I’m going to work extremely hard and
make sure that next year that doesn’t happen.”
The first year was a whirl, all classwork and hockey practice, or games,
and then returning to the apartment he was sharing with his mom and
Snoopy. Nancy would do her Starbucks shifts and then head back and
make dinner. Or go to a game.
“We were in three different states at that time,” Nancy Trivigno said.
“Dana was a junior at Boston College, Bob was home on Long Island,
and we were in Minnesota, in an apartment around the corner from the
school. Walking-distance.
“When we initially planned this, I was like, what? But in hindsight, it was
awesome. It was a great experience.”
As for working at Starbucks, she said, it had been something she’d
dabbled in back home and “when I told the store manager I needed some
time to be in Minnesota, that’s when I found out you can transfer
anywhere in the world. So I transferred and worked at a Starbucks out
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there. It was a nice Starbucks. I worked with nice people. I’d work a
seven-hour shift, get off at 7, and if it was a Friday or Saturday night, go
right to the rink and watch Bobby play hockey.”
Meanwhile, her son worked to step up his game. By the next year he was
at Tier 1 and the school kicked in with his room and board, allowing
Nancy to give up the apartment and return to Long Island.
As a senior, Bobby Jr. had 66 points (33 goals, 33 assists) and played on
a national championship team. Next came a one-year hitch with the
Waterloo Black Hawks of the United States Hockey League. And then
came UMass, where Barr was now on staff. The man who once thought it
crazy for Bobby Jr. to consider attending Shattuck-St. Mary’s now was
involved in recruiting him to come to Amherst. A partial scholarship
eventually turned into a full scholarship. Bobby Jr. played in 39 games as
a freshman, scoring 13 goals. He played in all 34 games during a
pandemic-shortened sophomore season, scoring nine goals. He’s played
in all 27 games this season, and his 31 points lead the team.
In a sense, it’s a repeat of that first year at Shattuck-St. Mary’s: Because
of social distancing guidelines he hasn’t seen his family in six months,
save for pressing his hand up against the glass last week in Bridgeport,
Conn., after the Minutemen knocked off Bemidji State to advance to the
Frozen Four.
The kid has worked hard to make it this far.
So have his parents.
In his dream future, there is no oil delivery truck for Bobby Sr., no
Starbucks apron for Nancy.
“Hopefully, it works out, I’ll get to play pro hockey,” said Bobby Jr. “And
I’ll be taking care of them the way they’ve taken care of me.”
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The Athletic / DGB Weekend Rankings: Which team has been the
league’s most mediocre?

By Sean McIndoe Apr 5, 2021

This is the season’s 12th edition of the weekend power rankings, which
feels wrong somehow. But I’m not sure in which direction. Are we really
almost three months in? I’m pretty sure the season just started. Or
maybe it’s been going on forever. One of those two, though.
Either way, this feels like a good time for one of my favorite annual bits:
The quest to find the season’s most average team. This is where we step
away from arguing about the top five and bottom five and instead look for
the one team that’s been the most middle-of-the-pack. Or, as it used to
be called before Kirill Kaprizov showed up, the Minnesota Wild Award for
Outstanding Achievement in the Field of Being The Minnesota Wild.
Every week, we pick the five best teams and the five worst. And since
there tends to be at least a little churn on both lists, we usually end up
covering most of the league. This year has been no different, as we end
up with some nice round numbers: 10 teams cracking the top five so far,
and 10 more in the bottom.
On the good side, we’ve had Tampa Bay and Vegas on the list all season
long, with Colorado right with them apart from a brief absence. The
Hurricanes have been a regular since mid-February. The Capitals and
Bruins have both had long stretches representing the East, and the
Islanders slipped in a few weeks ago. The Leafs and Habs have both
represented the North. And the 10th team to make an appearance was
(squints at list) the Flyers. Huh. That one stands out, although in fairness
they were ranked fifth just once, and it was way back in week one after

they scored 11 goals against the Penguins on the way to a 2-0-0 start.
Look, we said that one was too early.
The bottom five has featured Detroit and Ottawa every week. The Ducks
have been there most of the time, and the Sabres have been a weekly
regular since February. The Kings and Hawks both showed up early
before working their way off the list. The Devils and Sharks have had
multiple appearances, and the Predators and Canucks have both shown
up in the five-spot.
All in all, I think both lists hold up reasonably well, with the exception of
that one Philadelphia pick. We’ve also yet to see a team crack both lists,
which happens most years, although again the Flyers sure seem to be
working on it.
So what about the 11 teams that haven’t shown up on either list? Which
ones have come close, and which ones are so stuck-in-the-middle that
they barely even register as a candidate?
Let’s start at the top. The Panthers haven’t cracked the top five yet, but
they’ve been extremely close on a few occasions, to the point where an
extra weekend win here or there might have done the trick. Our old
friends in Minnesota have been in the running too. Either team could
make the list at some point down the stretch and it wouldn’t be a
surprise. We haven’t given the North much love, but the division’s best
team will always have at least a claim to a top-five spot, so a strong finish
by the Oilers or Jets would put them in the running. And the Penguins
have looked strong lately, making a solid case that they should be
considered the East’s top team.
At the other end, the team in the most danger of cracking the bottom five
these days is the Flames, with the Blue Jackets not far behind. Either
could hit the bottom list soon, especially if they weaken the roster by
selling at the deadline. The Stars aren’t quite as close, but they could at
least make a case with 10 more losses than wins.
And that leaves us with three teams who don’t seem all that close
cracking either list, fighting it out for “most average” honors. The Blues
were hanging around top-five consideration for the first month before
flatlining recently; there’s not enough time for them to make a real run at
the bottom-five, but those big swings don’t really fit what we’re looking for
in an average team. The Rangers got off to a slow start and had a pair of
four-game losing streaks in the first month, but have been better since.
They’re a classic fake .500 team, good enough to be kind of in the playoff
mix but not really a scary matchup for anyone they’d face. I’d say they
had a strong case for Most Average, although they lose a few mediocrity
points for those beatdowns they put on the Flyers.
So instead, let’s award the honors to the one team that hasn’t been
mentioned yet: The Arizona Coyotes. They briefly pulled into view of a
bottom five spot when they lost five in a row, but they’ve made their way
back into playoff contention. Aside from that one stretch, they haven’t
had a winning or losing streak longer than three at any other point in the
season. They’re 10-2-3 against the three bad California teams they’re
supposed to beat, but 4-11-1 against the three good teams above them
that they’re supposed to lose to. They’ve landed on an exactly .500
points percentage on 11 different occasions during the season. They’re
roughly a 50/50 shot to nab their division’s last playoff spot, but it feels
like they’d be absolutely no threat against anyone they’d play if they got
there.
Three months in, the Coyotes are the league’s most average team. And
honestly, given how things have been going off the ice lately, they’re
probably OK with that.
On to this week’s rankings…
Road to the Cup
The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first team in
history to win a Stanley Cup in July.
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The toughest top five exclusion of the week is, once again, the Panthers.
So let’s enjoy some highlights of them shutting out the hapless Blue
Jackets with their backup(?) goalie.
5. New York Islanders (24-10-4, +25 true goals differential*) – We’ve
bounced this spot around a few East Division teams over the last month
or so, a pattern that will probably remain until the Leafs can get a little
more clearance on top of the North. For now, it seems like a decent week
to give the Islanders some love after they put an eight-spot on the board
against the Caps as part of the latest episode of the Mathew Barzal
show. They’ll face them again tomorrow night.
4. Vegas Golden Knights (24-10-2, +50) – They’re still a very good team
and the race for the West is wide open, even as they’ve lost five of eight
since a five-game win streak ended two weeks ago. But a playoff path
that goes Wild/Avalanche is looking more and more likely, and that’s got
to make you nervous. Still, it’s the Golden Knights, so let’s wait and see
which big-ticket superstar they swoop in and land at the deadline even
though they have no cap space.
3. Carolina Hurricanes (24-9-3, +25) – They went into the weekend with
the league’s best points percentage, but I can’t figure out how to get
them any higher on this list. The big story is the return of Petr Mrazek,
who looked sharp in last night’s 1-0 win. That’s good news but creates a
log jam in the crease that might be solved by a trade
2. Tampa Bay Lightning (26-10-2, +37) – There’s just no breathing room
in the Central. Have one off day, like the Lightning did yesterday, and the
Hurricanes and red-hot Panthers are right there. At this point, it’s not just
top spot in the division that looks to be in doubt, but home ice too. All that
said, let’s not forget that Nikita Kucherov is on the way back for the
playoffs, so the Lightning will be favorites no matter where they wind up.
1. Colorado Avalanche (25-8-4, +50) – Make it four wins in a row and 12
of their last 14. They’ve caught the Lightning for first in the league in
points percentage, and at this point, the Avs feel invincible, although a
two-game series with the Wild this week will provide a challenge.
*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does
for some reason.
Not ranked: Nashville Predators – OK, so now what?
Seriously, what do you do with this team if you’re David Poile? You built
them to win, well, something. Maybe you weren’t expecting a Cup, but
you don’t load up on $8-million centers to miss the playoffs. It was a winnow approach. Only they didn’t win, and by the start of March, they were
eight points out of the playoffs and floundering.
OK, the best laid plans and all that. You take the hint, and you get ready
to sell at the deadline. And that’s what it sounds like the Predators were
ready to do, with Mattias Ekholm showing up at the top of the trade board
and even names like Filip Forsberg being thrown around. Maybe you
didn’t need to go that far, but honestly, trimming some fat and boosting
the farm system probably wasn’t the worst idea for a team that had come
close a few years ago but never made it back to that level.
Only the players apparently missed that memo, because now they’re
winning – nine of their last 11, including Saturday’s crucial showdown
with the Hawks. The Predators didn’t play great in that one, but they
earned the two points, and just like that, they’ve made up all of that
ground and are holding down the last playoff spot. The Blackhawks are
wobbling. The Blue Jackets seem done. The Stars just can’t get going.
This is… kind of the Predators’ spot to lose, believe it or not.
Like we said, now what? You can’t sell when your players have defied
the odds to claw back into a playoff race. Or maybe you can, because
really, what’s the prize here? You finish fourth, and you get to face the
Lightning or Hurricanes in round one. Have fun with that. The Predators
would need a minor miracle in a matchup like that. Except… getting back
into that playoff spot at all was a minor miracle, and here we are.
The cold-hearted realist in me says you sell, because as Adam Vingan
put it last week, you can’t take your eyes off of reality. The fan in me says

hell no, this is too much fun right now, you can’t bail on a race that’s
there for the taking. I’m honestly not sure which side of that spectrum
David Poile will land closest to, especially since he’s closing in on four
decades as a GM without a Cup, and I doubt he’s looking forward to a
multi-year rebuild.
So now what? I’m not sure, but I know this: We’ll find out over the next
week. The Predators can continue their hot streak with two against the
last-place Red Wings, then head into the final days before the deadline
with a Saturday night showdown with the Lightning. It’s all going to be
fascinating to watch.
The bottom five
The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds and trying
to figure out if we should call this an Owen Power Ranking.
Look, the Dallas Stars might not be good, but they do seem to be figuring
out this whole “team defense” thing.
5. New Jersey Devils (13-17-6, -21) – A tough stretch of six straight
against the Bruins and Capitals yielded predictable results, with just one
win. Things should get a little easier this week, as the Devils open a
home-and-home against the Sabres tomorrow. Meanwhile, the big story
is Kyle Palmieri being held out of action, presumably because a trade is
imminent.
4. Detroit Red Wings (13-22-5, -37) – A win over the Lightning? Sure,
why not. We’ll even bump them out of the bottom three for the first time
all season.
3. Ottawa Senators (13-21-4, -42) – They snapped a short losing streak
with an impressive win over the Canadiens, taking a 6-3 decision in a
game that will be remembered for this:
The win was also a second solid outing for waiver pickup Anton
Forsberg. Two games is two games, but some stability in the crease
would be a welcome change for a young team that’s been held back by
arguably the worst goaltending in the league this season.
2. Anaheim Ducks (11-21-7, -43) – They picked up a point for the first
time in three games, but still dropped last night’s rematch with the
Coyotes in overtime. That means they’re still stuck at just one regulation
win since February 11, which in fairness is still one more than you have.
1. Buffalo Sabres (8-23-6, -47) – The streak is over, and the Sabres
actually have points in each of their last four. They’ll need a few more
weeks like that to make up enough ground to escape 31st place, but for
now the pressure of record-setting futility has eased as Kevyn Adams
heads into a crucial week.
In the meantime, we’ll always have this.
Not ranked: Vancouver Canucks – There’s not much to say at this point,
other than that the story in Vancouver is still evolving, and it’s scary stuff.
Thomas Drance has more on what’s happening and what it means for
the league. At this point, it’s hard to imagine that the Canucks will be able
to complete a full schedule, and that’s hardly the priority. This may end
up being the worst of the various outbreaks we’ve seen across the
league this season and it may be a warning of what else could be to
come. Either way, the Rick Bowness situation from Sunday was yet
another reminder that we’re not anywhere near done with this by a long
shot.
Stay safe everyone.
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The Athletic / Three years after the Humboldt Broncos bus accident,
Kaleb Dahlgren pens an inspirational book
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By Scott Burnside Apr 5, 2021

Three years ago this week, Kaleb Dahlgren woke up in a hospital in
Nipawin, Sask.
It was the strangest thing. The 20-year-old had been dreaming he was in
a hospital with a neck brace and breathing tubes. But when he woke up,
he discovered it wasn’t a dream at all. He was in a hospital. Immobilized
by a neck brace. But he had no sense of how he had come to be there.
His parents, Mark and Anita, both nurses, were there in the hospital
room. Dahlgren asked them how the hockey game had gone. Had his
team, the Humboldt Broncos, won?
They had no answer. They had tried to tell him before but the words had
not taken.
He assumed he’d been injured in the game. He must have been hit from
behind, he hypothesized, hence the neck brace, and he asked if it had
been his fault that he’d been injured? He began to fret that somehow his
injury had hurt his team.
His parents had no answer for that either.
Finally, he looked at his phone. Actually, it wasn’t his phone — his phone
was gone, like so much — but a new phone and there were dozens and
dozens of texts and posts and hashtags about the Broncos. Very, very
slowly, it began to sink in what had happened in the five days that had
been lost to Dahlgren, the five days that had elapsed from the moment of
impact when the Broncos’ team bus collided with a transport trailer
carrying a load of peat moss at the intersection of Highways 35 and 335
near Armley, Sask.
Dahlgren suffered a fractured skull and a broken neck in the accident that
sent shockwaves through a community, a sport, and a country on the
afternoon of April 6, 2018. He had suffered significant brain trauma.
Doctors told the family there’d been bleeding in 10 different parts of the
brain. There was nerve damage and issues with blood clotting. Tiny
shards of glass were embedded in Dahlgren’s body, some of which
doctors told him will take years to remove.
Next to Dahlgren’s left eye was a discernible “5C,” the result of being
struck by a seat seven rows ahead of Dahlgren’s familiar seat in 12C.
Even now, doctors look at his brain scan and marvel. Doctors in many
facilities over the past three years have insisted his level of brain injury
should have made it impossible to speak, to remember his name, to
walk.
Dahlgren has done so much more than that.

A few years before leaving home to play hockey, a teammate on an allstar summer team, Brock Pulock, was killed in a car crash. Pulock was
just 13 at the time.
In his early teens, Dahlgren began working out with a prominent local
fitness instructor, Chad “Pablo” Martin, with whom Dahlgren developed a
strong bond. But after a long battle with brain cancer, Martin died in
March 2011. He was 37.
When Dahlgren was 15, his father was involved in a minor car accident.
Shortly after, Martin Dahlgren took sick with illnesses doctors struggled to
identify. A normally robust man with a large personality, Martin Dahlgren
stopped eating. He went from about 300 pounds to 160 pounds.
Dahlgren and his mother spent much of their spare time caring for Martin
and sometimes at night he would lie with his father, who often suffered
from long spells of chills and sweats, trying to comfort him.
Dahlgren was playing on a AAA midget team in North Battleford, Sask.,
the fall he turned 16. Early in the season he received a text from his
mother that he needed to get home.
“Dad is not going to make it,” Dahlgren’s mother had written.
After a number of procedures, Martin Dahlgren did recover and doctors
finally believed he was suffering from a rare autoimmune disease known
as hepatic sarcoidosis.
After the crash and on the road to recovery, Dahlgren found himself
talking about the crash to people he knew or sometimes even with
strangers. Sometimes he was asked to speak formally to larger groups.
Even though he’d spoken to school classrooms and smaller groups
before the crash about being diabetic, this was something on a whole
new level. His first speaking engagements left him shaking with
nervousness.
But the more he shared the more he found people found comfort in his
words. Somehow hearing Dahlgren’s story made it easier to deal with
their own challenges and setbacks. More than a few suggested his story
needed to be told more formally in a book.
“I sort of laughed and said, ‘No way will I be writing a book,’” Dahlgren
said.
But over time the idea seemed less and less far-fetched. He began
asking himself some hard questions.
Was this something that people would really be interested in? And if so
was he ready to confront the mental and emotional toll that would come
with revisiting all of those moments in his life when he had been
challenged?
How would the families of his friends, teammates and coaches and the
entire Broncos community respond?

He has begun his university career at York University and become part of
the hockey team there. He has volunteered as a speaker and is now the
author of a best-selling book about his experiences called “Crossroads.”

Sitting in class in Toronto, a professor was talking about making a
difference in the world and that being part of something meaningful starts
with the individual – it starts with you. The words resonated with
Dahlgren.

“I would say I’m very fortunate. They’ve called me a miracle multiple
times,” Dahlgren said. “But it’s a weird concept being called a miracle.”

“It really hit me hard,” he said of that moment.

(Courtesy Kaleb Dalhgren)
Long before going to Humboldt for his final year of junior hockey, long
before the crash that changed everything for so many, Dahlgren had
been no stranger to challenges and grief and to giving back in spite of
those setbacks.
Diagnosed as a child with Type 1 diabetes, Dahlgren had spoken to
various groups about being an athlete in spite of the condition. He’d
grown up a huge fan of Hockey Hall of Famer Bob Clarke, a diabetic pro
hockey, and wore No. 16 in honor of the longtime Flyers captain.
In fact, it was a desire to do more community work, perhaps set up a
program to work with young diabetics, that landed him in Humboldt after
playing for the Notre Dame Hounds in Wilcox, Sask.

He reached out to Hall of Famer Hayley Wickenheiser, who had been a
visitor shortly after the crash, to seek her counsel. He spoke to many
others before deciding in early 2020 to begin the process of writing a
book. He made one thing clear, though, this wasn’t simply going to be
about the accident.
“I didn’t want it to be just about the crash. I’m so much more than just the
crash,” Dahlgren said.
The same can be said and should be said about everyone involved in the
accident. “Crossroads” reflects that mindset.
Wickenheiser said she smiles whenever she thinks of Dahlgren, who has
become a kind of little brother to him and she a big sister to him. They
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exchanged jerseys and chatted shortly after the crash. And when
Dahlgren was released from hospital she visited the family at their home.
Wickenheiser attended a number of the funerals for those on the bus.
She understood the impact on the community and the game. So when
Dahlgren called to ask her thoughts on writing a book she was
unequivocal.
“I said, ‘Ddefinitely you should do this,’” Wickenheiser said. “’You have a
great story to tell.’ He has quite a lovely demeanor and a very light and
bubbly personality and I think he’s someone who’s an optimist and sees
the right side of life.”
Working with a ghostwriter — The Athletic’s Dan Robson — the two met
every weekend and talked for hours about Dahlgren’s experiences, the
joy mixing with the anguish.
“At the end of the day it was super-cathartic,” Dahlgren said. “I don’t think
there was a point where I said ‘no, I can’t do it.’”
Like all writers, the moment of finality hit when the book had gone to the
publishers and there were no more edits to make.
He worried about how the book would be received and how he would be
perceived as well.
“I don’t want to be an author or a movie star or an actor, I don’t want
that,” he said. “I want to be a chiropractor, I want to be a boyfriend and a
husband and a father.”
But sometimes life gets in the way and you end up doing or being
something else. And in this case, Dahlgren may end up being all of these
things but he has also shared something wholly personal and vivid that
has touched people everywhere.
“I felt exposed then I felt super excited,” he said. And then when he held
the book for the first time there was a sense of having accomplished
something special.
In telling the story of the accident and of the individuals involved,
Dahlgren has opened a dialogue about things many people aren’t
comfortable discussing.
Mental health, especially as it related to recovery from a traumatic event,
forgiveness and perseverance in the face of catastrophic loss, the power
of community and the process of healing, death, loss, grief, guilt are all
naturally connected and are a part of “Crossroads.”
“These are major topics that need to be discussed,” Dahlgren said. “If I
can help one person to get through some tough crossroads in their life,
that would just be amazing for me.”

He helped run a recreational beginners’ hockey program led by assistant
coach Mark Cross, who would ultimately provide the impetus for
Dahlgren to attend York as Cross had played for the hockey team for a
number of years before returning to Saskatchewan.
Neither Wack nor Cross survived the crash. At one point, some days
after the crash, Dahlgren describes typing a text to Wack as he had
literally hundreds of times before only to realize in mid-text that his friend
was gone.
Dahlgren grew into the habit of driving some special needs fans to and
from home games. Known as “the taxi crew,” Dahlgren and his new
friends would often stop at Tim Hortons if the Broncos had had a good
game that evening.
There was the program for youngsters in the area who had diabetes that
Dahlgren started called “Dahlgren’s Diabeauties” which included in-game
activities as well as school visits from Dahlgren.
The Clement home was also the location of a weekly team bonding
session around “The Bachelor.” Other nights the players would gather at
another billet home to watch “Riverdale.”
One morning before the playoffs began, the community got hit with a
major snowfall. A morning practice was cancelled so the players could
shovel snow from their billets’ driveways and the driveways of others
around Humboldt as well as pulling cars out of ditches. If the players
were surprised that a pre-playoff practice wouldn’t take precedence over
a snowstorm they soon learned from head coach Darcy Haugan that
community always comes first, even over practice.
Dahlgren has been back to Humboldt a number of times since the crash.
Rather than steeling himself to return to a place that has known so much
anguish, Dahlgren relishes it. It was, after all, a place he called home
with people he called family. Why wouldn’t he want to be there whenever
the opportunity presents itself?
In fact, one of the first things Dahlgren was determined to do after leaving
hospital after the crash was to get back to Humboldt. He was released on
a Friday and was back in Humboldt on the Monday.
“It was definitely a part of my healing process,” he said. “It was definitely
a healing journey. I don’t really view it as a negative place or a sad
place.”
One of the most meaningful visits back to Humboldt involved the York
hockey team as part of a set of exhibition games against the University of
Saskatchewan, University of Calgary and University of Regina dubbed
the Mark Cross Humboldt Strong Remembrance Tour held in the fall of
2018.

Dahlgren writes with honesty and sincerity about his relationships with
everyone in the Broncos orbit from the moment he arrived there in the fall
of 2018. So vivid is the picture he paints of what it means to be part of a
team – and yes, to be part of a larger family – that it makes it almost
unbearable knowing what is ahead for all of those people. It is one of the
great achievements of the book. Because to understand what was lost in
that moment it’s important to first understand what existed, how
relationships had been formed and forged and how they flourished.

Although Dahlgren wasn’t playing because he wasn’t, and is unlikely, to
be cleared to play contact hockey again, he was on hand for a game
between Calgary and York in Humboldt and took a solo lap before the
game, bringing many in attendance to tears.

For instance, Dahlgren billeted with Wes and Carla Clement and their
three young children and two dogs.

While the York team stayed at a local hotel, Dahlgren was back at the
Clement’s home.

When Dahlgren wasn’t studying, practicing or playing, he was on the ice
helping out with local youth teams including those on which the Clement
children played.

Kaleb Dalhgren and Bobby Clarke. (Courtesy Kaleb Dahlgren)

The family had been taking in Bronco players for a number of years and
when Dahlgren first met Carla she predicted that Dahlgren and another
billet player, Stephen Wack, would become not just good friends but best
friends.
She was not wrong.

He spent some time on the ice standing where he and his teammates
always stood on the boards working after practice on picking up passes
rimmed around the boards.

It’s easy to see why Dahlgren was considered a kind of maternal figure
among the veteran players, always looking to help and support. In writing
about his fallen teammates and coaches and staff he took time to talk to
the families and explain what he was doing and why.
Their support and blessing in sharing their stories was critical to Dahlgren
and their support since the book has been published a gift.
Perhaps an unexpected gift has been the fact the book’s impact has
echoed far beyond Humboldt and the hockey community to include
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hundreds of strangers who took solace in the journey of recovery
chronicled by Dahlgren.
“I’m not surprised this story has touched beyond the game of hockey
because this is a human story,” Wickenheiser said. “That’s why the
Humboldt tragedy touched us all in this country. Because it could have
been our kids. It could have been us on that bus. It’s the story of every
Canadian who plays a team sport and is on the bus.
“It’s timely. We’re in a pandemic. Everyone in this country has gone
through difficult times. Some harder than others. Everyone’s
circumstance is different but we all can relate to going through adversity
and overcoming it and Kaleb’s story is a story about a survivor.”
Among the many meaningful gifts that arrived while Dahlgren was
recuperating in hospital was a care package courtesy of Bobby Clarke,
his daughter Jody and the Flyers organization.
The connection with the Clarkes goes far beyond a few photos. Jody
Clarke, along with a lawyer friend in Philadelphia, helped Dahlgren
navigate his way through the ins and outs of creating a charitable
element to the sales of the book and other merchandise and public
speaking events, including helping him set up a non-profit organization
tied to his charitable work.
“He’s an extraordinary young man,” Jody Clarke said.
The Clarkes also encouraged Dahlgren to pursue the idea of writing the
book.
“He was encouraged by a lot of us to use the platform that he has and
that he’s been given,” Jody Clarke said. “To take something really
positive out of the accident to be able to share your journey.”
By the end of “Crossroads,” it’s hard not to feel connected to every single
person on that bus that day and every single person who was further
connected to the Humboldt Broncos. The book concludes in the only way
it could really, with Dahlgren paying tribute to each of the 16 people who
died. Alphabetically, from Tyler Bieber through to his close pal Stephen
Wack.
On August 24, 2019, 16 months after the crash, Dahlgren, his girlfriend
Paige and his parents drove for the first time to the intersection of
Highways 35 and 335. The Crossroads.
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Sportsnet.ca / As Leafs strengthen grip on the North, Dubas' deadline
mandate is clear

He didn’t mince words that day when it came to explaining why he chose
not to add any reinforcements himself: “Well I just think things change as
a season progresses and the way that you operate on the deadline is a
byproduct of a number of things: Cap space being one function, the
performance of the team being another.”
Home of the Leafs
The Leafs might be grinding out victories more than dominating
opponents in the shadows of this deadline, but there’s growth to be found
in games like their 5-3 win over the Calgary Flames on Monday night.
They stuck with it through a slow start and survived Calgary’s third-period
rally before Auston Matthews ended the team’s weeks-long power-play
drought with the winning goal, his second of the game and NHL-best
27th on the season.
They found a way just as they had a night earlier against the Flames, and
two nights before that in Winnipeg.
“I think that’s what you’re seeing is the difference in our team this year, is
just the ability to stick with games and not get frustrated,” said veteran
Jason Spezza.
You’ve established a high baseline when you’re sitting with a .705 points
percentage at this stage of the season. That puts the Leafs squarely in
the class of elite teams working towards the Stanley Cup -- a notch below
Colorado (.737), but in a group with surprising Florida (.718), Carolina
(.716), Tampa (.711), Washington (.711) and Vegas (.703).
It’s why Dubas will be compelled to hold up his end of the bargain even
with the considerable challenges brought on by the pandemic. This
version of the team has shown itself worthy of spending future assets,
whether they be to bring in the middle-six winger he covets, add depth
elsewhere for insurance or to help balance the cap ramifications by using
other teams to retain salary.
The Leafs have thrived since Frederik Andersen went down to injury last
month, going 7-0-1 to pull out of a tailspin while riding the goaltending
duo of Jack Campbell and Michael Hutchinson.
Campbell was Dubas’ most significant acquisition last season and he’s
paying major dividends now. He matched Felix Potvin’s franchise record
with his ninth-straight victory on Monday and hasn’t suffered a loss since
March 6, 2020 -- in those heady days before the pandemic arrived in
North America.
“He’s battling his ass off out there,” said Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe.
As much as Toronto’s high-end offensive talent is a separator, the top-six
could use another weapon. Alex Galchenyuk has proven to be a useful
reclamation project in his minutes alongside John Tavares and William
Nylander, but Keefe is a noted line shuffler and the deck is shy on leftside options with Joe Thornton having settled into a depth role after
starting with Matthews and Mitch Marner.

April 6, 2021, 2:01 AM

Were you only basing these decisions off Monday’s win, it would look like
a luxury item since each unit scored at five-on-five against Jacob
Markstrom. Spezza and Wayne Simmonds each struck for the bottom
two lines, while Tavares and Matthews chipped in, too.

Kyle Dubas has been waiting for the acquisition cost and salary cap
considerations to fall into place more than looking for a sign from the
Toronto Maple Leafs that it’s time to make a trade.

Step back and look across 39 games and the Leafs are a much-improved
defensive team that no longer goes away easily. They’ve suffered just
two losses by more than two goals all season. Even in their worst
outings, they hang around with a chance.

Chris Johnston

But in completing a 4-0-0 road trip and strengthening its grip on the North
Division with just days to go before the deadline, the team made it
abundantly clear to the general manager how this needs to go.
Contrast it with where the Leafs were last season, skidding through the
NHL’s trading period and losing to their Zamboni driver less than 48
before the final decisions had to be made. Dubas responded by
swapping AHL players, sending a depth goaltender out of town and
buying a fifth-round pick by retaining Robin Lehner’s salary as a gobetween in the Chicago/Las Vegas deal.

“You’re not going to have it every night, but we play the right way, we find
ways to go,” said Campbell. “Then other nights we’re just completely
buzzing and our talent’s pretty impressive.”
Dubas said one other thing after standing pat at last year’s trade deadline
that underlines why the situation calls for something different now. He
expressed faith in the core he’d built while acknowledging that he
couldn’t explain why they were such a “Jekyll and Hyde” outfit.
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“Our group that we have here has to go through this,” Dubas said in
February 2020, the David Ayres game still front-of-mind during that
session with reporters. “We have to develop the ability to weather the
storm when it comes and to thrive going through it. That’s the only way
we’re going to be at our best.”

That’s a fair assessment, but as Nurse said, you’re going to win some
games where the other team has more of the play. The Oilers were
painting that picture until the third, when Josh Anderson and Tomas
Tatar tied the game.

The Leafs players have done their jobs.

It might have been different if referee Marc Joannette hadn’t lived up to
his reputation as the stingiest zebra in the herd. The power plays ended
up 4-2 in Edmonton’s favour, though two non-calls in particular stood out,
as Leon Draisaitl was pulled down from behind and Shea Weber
chopped Connor McDavid’s feet out while Edmonton was on a power
play.

In these final days before the deadline you can be sure their GM is going
to follow suit.

Each non-call was as head-scratching as the next. But, thems the
breaks. Edmonton still blew a 2-0 lead.
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Whether or not one approves of the method, the Habs have controlled
Edmonton’s two superstars better than any other opponent, limiting the
duo to a combined four assists this season — and zero goals.

Fast forward 14 months and the entire operation has stabilized despite
the unusual amount of instability we’re all dealing with in our lives right
now.
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' resilience will be vital after late collapse cedes
ground to Canadiens

They’ll have to bring a bit more in games like this one, where the
Canadiens realized a loss would have created major space in the
standings between them and the third-place Oilers.

Mark Spector

“They check well. They compete,” Nurse said. “Look at their team — they
just come out and work. I don’t think there are any real secrets to their
system. It feels like each time we play them they have a real solid game.”

April 6, 2021, 12:20 AM

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time.

EDMONTON -- This object in the Edmonton Oilers’ rearview mirror is
indeed getting larger.
The Montreal Canadiens, who have been a rock in Edmonton’s shoe all
season long, took a 3-2 overtime victory on Monday, crowding to within
five points of the Oilers in the North Division standings while still holding
a vital four games in hand.
Montreal outworked the Oilers in the crucial third period Monday, erasing
a 2-0 deficit after 40 minutes and then celebrating Eric Staal’s debut as a
Canadien when he snapped the OT winner far side on Mike Smith.
“We bent a little bit, and gave them some chances. They capitalized on
them,” reasoned Darnell Nurse, who scored his 13th of the season to
lead all NHL defencemen.
There was a time when a loss like this one would have left a mark on the
Oilers' collective psyche. When the sting of Monday’s blown lead would
cast a pall on Wednesday’s effort — then two losses would lead to three.
To their credit, we’ve not seen any of that from Edmonton this season.
They’ve learned how to park a loss – or a win – and move on to the next
fight.
“You’re not going to bury yourself over this,” said Nurse. “There are going
to be highs, there are going to be lows. Wins in good fashion, wins in bad
fashion. And you’ll have losses too.
“It’s easy to dwell on it, but that’s not the team that we have.”
The team he has, however, has surely struggled against a Canadiens
team that has won four of five meetings this year. Two early wins in
January and two in the past week sandwich Edmonton’s lone win, and
like the Maple Leafs, Edmonton will have to figure out how to handle a
Montreal club that is a lock for the playoffs.
“They’re tough on the walls, they push down hard,” said Edmonton
fourth-liner Devin Shore, who scored. “Us forwards, we would have liked
to have won more battles along the wall on the way out. They swarm in
the D-zone, and that’s on us to find a way to counter that.
“They might have played the way they wanted more than we did tonight.”
Home of the Oilers

Another three-point game — exactly what the rest of the Conference was
hoping not to see.
The Oilers were 15-2 when they scored first, and 16-1-1 when taking a
lead into the third period. All of that unravelled against a Montreal team
that just wouldn’t go away.
“That’s the way it’s going to be,” head coach Dave Tippett said. “That’s
tight-checking hockey. It’s the way good games are.”
Every inch was earned on Monday, and in the end, Montreal earned that
much more than Edmonton did.
What do they say in curling? The Oilers ended up on the wrong side of
the inch.
“Other teams, they aren’t just going to give you space where you can do
stuff,” Tippett said. “You’ve got to earn that space, and we want to make
other teams earn their space. It turns into a tight hockey game.
“This is the kind of game you’re going to see night in, night out,” Tippett
added. “You’d better be ready for it, ‘cause that’s what playoff hockey is.”
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.06.2021
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Sportsnet.ca / Monahan's intensifying offensive woes a microcosm of
Flames' struggles

Eric Francis
April 6, 2021, 2:26 AM

Midway through the Calgary Flames' eighth loss in their last nine games
Monday, Sean Monahan found himself with the type of scoring chance
he’s made a living off of.
In the high slot with plenty of time and nothing between him and
netminder Jack Campbell, he took an extra step in before releasing the
type of wrister he’s converted for more than half his 201 goals.
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However, on this night, like so many others this year, the result was
laughable, as he sailed the wobbling puck a good four feet over the net.
His confidence clearly shattered, he looked down at his stick in disbelief.
It was a microcosm of how things have gone this year for the 26-year-old
centre, prompting Darryl Sutter to send another one of his not-so-veiled
shots at the three-time 30-goal scorer afterward.

Sutter gave his club credit for battling back in the third with some rare
offence that went for naught as Jacob Markstrom once again was beaten
for far too many.
“Our work ethic, believe me, is not the issue,” said Sutter when asked
why the team struggles to score under his system.
Execution clearly is.

“We don’t have a 30-goal scorer and we don’t have a 40-goal scorer in
today’s game,” said Sutter, whose club has scored more than two goals
in just two of their last nine, including Monday’s 5-3 loss to the Toronto
Maple Leafs.

And no one highlighted that more than Monahan, whose season-long
struggles seem to be intensifying.

Pressed on how he might be able to tap into the former 30-goal potential
both Monahan and battery-mate Johnny Gaudreau have reached a
combined five times, Sutter was frank.

1207960

“They haven’t this year, have they?” Said the coach, who is now 5-9 at
the helm of Calgary’s sunken ship. “If you look at their even strength
goals, they haven’t (performed).”

Sportsnet.ca / Staal's historic Canadiens debut the latest sample of depth
team is built on

Brace yourself for the numbers: Gaudreau has six five-on-five goals and
Monahan, just three.
Two of Monahan’s seven goals this year have come since Sutter arrived,
with the pair coming 13 games ago.
Bagels ever since, highlighting the No. 1 issue the Flames have battled
since the Jolly Rancher arrived: goal scoring.
The two faces of the franchise have combined for four goals under Sutter
and have clearly struggled to adapt to his style of play.
We all wondered how the duo would react under a coach that preaches
defence and grittiness, and what we’re witnessing is so much worse than
anyone feared.
“Johnny has played that way lately, where there’s some spirit to his game
– he has to shoot more,” said Sutter after the latest of three-straight
losses in which the Flames were tied in the third. “Sean has been getting
a lot of opportunities, and some Grade A ones the last three or four
games.”
Like the one he sailed skyward on a night he racked up just one of the
five shots the duo has combined for the last three outings.
They’re not the only ones faltering in a playoff “race” that has them sitting
eight points back of a playoff spot with fourth place Montreal holding five
games in hand.
Keep this up, though, and they’ll be passed by last place Ottawa soon.
Frustration levels in the dressing room must be at new highs, especially
after another gritty effort in which Mikael Backlund twice tied the game in
the third, only to see Auston Matthews and John Tavares respond with
late difference-makers.
“It’s not just tonight, it’s happened to us too much lately,” said Backlund
of the late fades. “I just think we aren’t scoring enough, and when we
make mistakes they’re usually big ones and they end up in the back of
the net. It’s just a bad cycle right now, and it has been for a while.”
On Monday the Flames had a whopping 11 high-danger scoring chances
five-on-five, according to Natural Stat Trick. The Leafs had 13.
But the Flames misfired with far more regularity, as they have been for a
while.
“I think we’re getting some decent chances, but we’ve got to bear down
on them - that’s what I think it comes down to,” said Andrew Mangiapane,
who scored his team-leading 11th even-strength goal.
“Maybe now we get a chance and just miss wide. We’ve got to get out of
this rut and we’ve got to finish our chances when we get them.”

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.06.2021
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Eric Engels
April 6, 2021, 12:47 AM

MONTREAL — Enter Eric Staal, straight out of quarantine, to score the
biggest goal of the season, the Montreal Canadiens’ first in 11 tries at
three-on-three overtime, and to beat the Edmonton Oilers 3-2 after
trailing 2-0 going into the third period of Monday’s game.
There’s big, and then there’s monumental. This was monumental, and
not just because Staal became the first player in the team’s 112-year
history to score an overtime winner in his first game wearing that fabled
sweater, but also because of the circumstances that led to it and how
they epitomized what the 2021 Canadiens were built for.
At no point this season has their depth faced a great challenge than
when Brendan Gallagher took a tipped Alex Romanov slapshot to the
hand, winced in agony and skated straight to the bench before walking
down the tunnel to the dressing room with Canadiens doctors in tow.
That was a sore sight for fans of the team who had watched previous
versions go 22-33-4 without Gallagher since he first fractured fingers on
his left hand blocking a Johnny Boychuk rocket in November of 2015.
But these Canadiens have Staal, and he’s just the latest addition general
manager Marc Bergevin made to this group. Joel Edmundson and Jake
Allen, who won the 2019 Stanley Cup together with the St. Louis Blues,
were traded for within six days of each other in October. Then came Josh
Anderson via trade, followed by Tyler Toffoli, Michael Frolik and Corey
Perry as free-agent signings. Just like that, the depth of the Canadiens
was bolstered significantly, months before Staal helped push them over
the edge in that department and helped them deliver this crucial win.
His arrival on the scene felt large when the puck dropped at the Bell
Centre shortly after 7:08 p.m. ET on Monday, with his six-foot-three
frame boxing out the bear that is Leon Draisaitl to pull back one of 14
faceoffs he won of the 18 he took. It was growing with every shift
opposite superstar Connor McDavid, the forward he matched up most
against at five-on-five. And it was just gigantic when he caught a pass
from Toffoli while streaking down his opposite wing and shot the puck by
Oilers goaltender Mike Smith at 4:02 of overtime.
Had fans been in attendance, they’d have shook the Bell Centre to its
core.
“Wish it was full, because I know what this place is like when it’s full —
especially in that moment,” said the 36-year-old, who had accumulated
45 points in 51 games against the Canadiens over the course of his Hallof-Fame-worthy career. “But it was awesome nonetheless.
“I was thankful that it was my opportunity tonight but, as a group, we’ve
got a lot of guys that can be difference-makers here.”
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Start in goal, where Carey Price gave the Canadiens a chance to regain
their footing after they lost their balance and gave Devon Shore the
game’s first goal with 20 seconds remaining in the first period.
The goaltender lost his in the second period and came up limping, only to
push through the pain to stop 13 of 14 shots he faced.
“He made some big saves,” said Canadiens coach Dominique
Ducharme. “We got into penalty trouble there. Giving three power plays
to that team in one period, you’re looking for trouble, and they scored at
the end of one at the end of the period. He made some great saves and
kept us in reach. He bought us time in the second period to really come
back and have a chance to win in the third, and that’s what we did.”
Ducharme added Price was being examined after the game and that,
pending further evaluation, nothing appears to be seriously wrong with
him.
But if the 33-year-old is injured, Allen, with his .922 save percentage over
12 starts, has proven more than capable of filling the void whereas no
one was over the last few seasons.
The Canadiens of the last few seasons would have suffered a great deal
with an injury to a top-three defenceman, like the one Ben Chiarot has
been recovering from since March 10, but they improved to 6-3-2 without
Chiarot on Monday, and it’s at least in part because Brett Kulak has
moved up from the third pair to the second pair and played exceptionally
well while Victor Mete has moved from the fringe and done his part in
Kulak’s spot.
The Canadiens of the last few seasons would’ve had no chance down on
the scoreboard and in the room after Gallagher suffered a fractured right
thumb on that unfortunate play in the first period, but this season’s team
had Perry to jumpstart them in the second minute of the third.
There was Anderson to drive to Gallagher’s on-ice home (the opposing
goaltender’s crease) and bury his 14th goal of the season on the pictureperfect pass Perry made.
The game was tied 5:23 into the frame when 31-year-old Paul Byron
forced things on the forecheck and found 30-year-old Tomas Tatar, who
buried it from the lane Gallagher usually fills as a right winger.
Toffoli to Staal was game over.
That’s depth. The kind that can help this team withstand an injury to a
player as vital as Gallagher.
“He’s a big presence in that room,” said Perry. “He’s going to be missed.”
True.
But so is this from Perry: “That’s why we're deep. That’s why we have the
leadership in that room to push ourselves forward. He’s a big hole to fill,
but there’s guys who can come in and do his job until he’s ready to come
back.”
There’s guys already with the Canadiens — all the ones we mentioned,
but others, too. Guys like Jonathan Drouin, Nick Suzuki and Jesperi
Kotkaniemi, but also Jake Evans — a centre capable of playing right
wing, one who was playing great hockey before he was bumped out of
the deep lineup by Staal.
Joel Armia, who tested positive for COVID-19 two weeks ago but could
be back in action over the coming days, also plays right wing.
Oh, and there’s Cole Caufield. The 20-year-old, who torched the college
circuit for two years after shattering Auston Matthews’ scoring record with
the U.S. National Development Program Team, just so happens to play
that position and he could viably make his NHL debut in Gallagher’s
place against Matthews and the Maple Leafs in Toronto Wednesday now
that he’s completed the mandatory seven-day quarantine he had to serve
after signing his entry-level contract with the team two Saturdays ago.
“We’re going to look at every option,” said Ducharme.

It’s what he did in overtime, calling on Staal to do what none of these
Canadiens had managed before.
“Any time you can have a moment like that, especially coming to a new
team with the weeks I’ve had leading up to this, it’s pretty special,” said
Staal, who suffered through a 17-game winless streak with the Buffalo
Sabres before he was traded to Montreal on March 26. “This was a
moment for sure I’ll keep in the memory bank, but I’m hoping there’s
even bigger and better ones in the next while.”
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.06.2021
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Sportsnet.ca / What we know about Canucks' COVID-19 outbreak, one
week later

Iain MacIntyre
April 5, 2021, 6:21 PM

VANCOUVER – One week into the Vancouver Canucks’ COVID-19
outbreak, we can see the full scope of the crisis. It has affected most of
the lineup.
The addition Monday of rookie Nils Hoglander to the NHL’s COVID
protocol list brings the number of players who have tested positive to 17.
Another unnamed player from the taxi squad is quarantining as a highrisk close contact. Three members of the coaching staff have also tested
positive, raising to 21 the number of people felled by the biggest and
most dangerous outbreak of the NHL’s pandemic season.
Out of 24 players who participated in the Canucks’ morning skate last
Wednesday, a few hours before their game against the Calgary Flames
was postponed and Vancouver’s season halted, only defencemen Jordie
Benn and Nate Schmidt, and forwards Brock Boeser, J.T. Miller, Jimmy
Vesey, Jake Virtanen and Tyler Graovac have not been placed in COVID
protocol. They continue to self-isolate.
Benn tested positive for the coronavirus in January, and at least a couple
of other Canucks have antibodies after contracting the virus before this
season began, Sportsnet has learned.
*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time.
But Canucks winger Jayce Hawryluk is compelling proof that having
endured COVID once does not guarantee future immunity.
After contracting the coronavirus last March while with the Ottawa
Senators, Hawryluk was one of seven players added to the Canucks’
COVID list on Saturday.
Due partly to Hawryluk’s re-infection, but also the speed and voracity of
the Canucks’ outbreak and Vancouver’s status as a global hotspot for the
P-1 strain of the virus, the league and club have been proceeding under
the belief they are dealing with the highly-transmissible variant that
originated in Brazil.
The Canucks were still awaiting Monday lab screening results confirming
the P-1 variant in their outbreak.
The outbreak began with winger Adam Gaudette, who was pulled from
Tuesday’s practice after next-day results from Monday testing identified
him as COVID-positive. Defenceman Travis Hamonic participated fully in
Wednesday’s morning skate before same-day testing revealed a positive
result about 90 minutes before that night’s game against the Flames was
postponed. So the Canucks had two on-ice sessions with infected
players.
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As with any viral outbreak, symptoms among players have varied. A few
have been asymptomatic, with some noticing typical flu-like conditions
like fever and fatigue, while others have endured more serious symptoms
like vomiting. In a couple of instances, dehydration was severe enough
that the Canucks dispatched medical staff to administer IV drips to
players in their homes.
One of the players reported flu-like symptoms for one day, followed by
severe fatigue the next.
None of the Canucks, however, have required hospitalization and some
of the players who experienced symptoms are now in the recovery phase
of their illness.
The NHL has not updated the Canucks’ schedule since Thursday, when
it postponed a total of four games and set targets for return to practice on
Tuesday and return to play Thursday.

It was an honest statement. One week in, this crisis is still about humans,
not hockey.
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.06.2021
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Sportsnet.ca / Brent Sutter fears for son Brandon as Canucks veteran
battles COVID-19

Eric Francis
April 5, 2021, 2:37 PM

With a dozen players, half the Vancouver roster, going on to the COVID
protocol list Friday and Saturday, those optimistic targets obviously will
not be met.

As team owner, GM and coach of the Red Deer Rebels, Brent Sutter has
lost plenty of sleep worrying about protecting his players from COVID-19.

Vancouver reporter Irfaan Gaffar tweeted Monday that the team has
been told to continue self-isolating until at least Sunday.

You can only imagine how much harder it was to learn his son,
Vancouver Canucks forward Brandon, has it.

The Canucks have recalled Canadian-based minor-league players Arturs
Silovs (from Manitoba) and Guillaume Brisebois (Laval), and should also
have Kole Lind available if needed because the winger travelled to
Vancouver from the Utica Comets to have an injury assessed before the
COVID crisis began.

“We FaceTimed last night and he was pretty down and out, feeling pretty
sick,” said Sutter via telephone. “Brandon has tested positive and he’s
got symptoms — body aches, headaches, chills — just like you have the
flu. I guess each guy is different in terms of how it affects you, especially
with this Brazilian variant. For younger people to get this sick, it’s scary.”

The Comets, who are just emerging from their own coronavirus
shutdown, have been put on standby to send reinforcements as soon as
the Canucks know when they’ll actually play again. Those minor-league
players crossing the border are subject to a seven-day quarantine.

Scarier still is not knowing if Brandon passed it on to his family before he
joined the list of Canucks on the NHL’s COVID Protocol List, which is
now 16 players long.

Opening-month outbreaks in New Jersey and Buffalo resulted in those
teams going 15 days and 14 days, respectively, between games. But the
Devils and Sabres were not dealing with the P-1 variant.
Although NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly told The Province in a
weekend email, “I have no indication that the Canucks as an organization
have been lax on their compliance with our protocols,” the league did
send Saturday a memo cautioning teams about non-compliance.
“As we approach the stretch run of the 2020/21 Regular Season, we
have begun to encounter incidences of non-compliance with the COVID19 Protocol, which have resulted in exposure to, and infection from, the
COVID virus (and super-contagious variants there of),” the memo to the
Canucks and other teams began. “These have resulted in a number of
recent group and Club-wide quarantines and other disruptions to Club
routines and schedules. The purpose of this memorandum is to remind
Club personnel that now is not the time to relax attention to and
compliance with the COVID-19 Protocol.”
In a same-day memo to players and agents, NHL Players’ Association
executive director Donald Fehr wrote of the Canucks: “Well over half of
the players have now tested positive, and there are also a number of
positives among staff members. Early indications are that this outbreak
may be one of the new variants of concern which are very easily spread.
“Needless to say, this is not the time to relax. Please continue to be
vigilant and meticulous in your observation of good public practices.”
No one from the Canucks has been made available to answer questions
about how closely players have adhered to NHL safety protocols, which
include wearing masks inside the dressing room, since the outbreak
began.
General manager Jim Benning released a statement on Sunday thanking
fans for their support and various bodies for the medical care and
guidance the Canucks are getting.
“Our focus continues to be on the health of everyone involved,” Benning
said.

“His wife is pregnant and they have a two-year-old and three-year-old —
he’s obviously concerned about them,” said Sutter.
“He wants to make sure they can stay away from this. He’s moved into
the basement of his house so he can be separated from them. He’s
doing what he’s supposed to be doing. They were just told to get into
quarantine and have the wife and kids go down to the rink to get tested
every day. There’s a lot to this, what the families have to do now. We’re
keeping fingers crossed.”
Sutter said that even though his son is 32, his paternal instincts have him
wishing he could be by his side.
“As parents you want to be there to help out. You can’t be, and you’re
helpless,” said the longtime NHLer. “In his situation you just want him to
be feeling better. As it is with all the players, you’re hoping it doesn’t
impact their families in any bad way. I believe from the reports there’s the
variant involved. From a parent’s perspective that’s very concerning. For
the whole sporting world it’s concerning. It’s a new thing with the variant,
it hasn’t been dealt with at the NHL level and what effects they’re going
to have coming out is this.”
And no, the effects he’s referring to are not on the Canucks’ schedule
and possible return to play this season.
“The biggest concern everyone should have now is for everyone to get
safe and healthy again,” said Sutter. “That’s the number one concern.
Whatever happens on the hockey side is irrelevant.”
The team has kept quiet on the details of the widespread infections that
upped the number of players on the NHL’s COVID Protocol List from 14
to 16 Sunday night. One day earlier, it went from seven to 14. An
unnamed member of the team’s coaching staff and a player from the
team’s taxi squad have also been added to the list.
“From the guys he talked to, they all have symptoms, but he’s not sure
how the whole group is,” said Sutter. “I’m obviously concerned, like
everyone else, but when you have your own family involved, it’s scary.”
As a hockey man, Sutter said it’s anyone’s guess on when, or whether,
the Canucks might be able to return to play this season.
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“I don’t know how long until they can even consider returning to play, or if
they can even return in time at all,” said Sutter. “Brandon mentioned they
have to be in quarantine for 10 days, and watching Elliotte (Friedman) on
TV, it sounds like they have to have negative test results for a few days.
They have to practice after that, so you would think it would have to be
two or three weeks.
"It’s not like you’re talking two or three guys. If all these guys have been
sick and they have to be cap compliant, could the Canucks come back
and play? I don’t know how they can do it.”
The NHL had already postponed four Canucks games due to the
outbreak, which is the largest for a Canadian team this season. The
team’s outbreak is among the largest any professional sports team in
North America has faced.
Sutter has spent the last few months trying to shield his Western Hockey
League club from Covid with a unique lodging approach that has all his
players living in individual box suites at the team’s home arena,
Westerner Park Centrium.
It’s a young hockey player’s dream come true, complete with areas to
play basketball, ping pong, cornhole and cards while enjoying movie
nights on the Jumbotron complete with popcorn, ice cream and late-night
pizza delivery.
“Movie nights are pretty good — just like sitting in a theatre but sitting in a
big rink with the lights off and their blankets around them, eating
popcorn,” laughed Sutter of the unique setup no other junior team has
employed.
“Other nights we’ll have the Flames game or the UFC event on. They
have it pretty good. It’s like camp, with no contact from the outside. It’s
good for them mentally to go through all this together. People forget
about that through all this. Trying to give them an environment that was
just like home for them in a big mansion.”
With desks and beds donated for each suite, players take turns doing
chores, including the serving and cleaning up of dinner.
Bus trips for tobogganing or evening campfire outings at Sutter’s ranch
are some of the only excursions outside of road games for a group that
has done well to avoid any negative tests.
“You sweat it out when you do testing Wednesday and don’t get test
results until Thursday — it’s a sleepless night,” said Sutter.
“You’re in the bubble and if you get it, and we’re all in it together, it could
run like wildfire through your group, just like Vancouver. You just pray to
God Thursdays everyone tests negative. They’ve all been negative so
far. It took a lot of work to set it up, but it has been as good as I could
have imagined.”
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.06.2021
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Sportsnet.ca / Weekend Takeaways: Panthers could add shot in arm
before trade deadline

Ryan Dixon
April 5, 2021, 11:14 AM

Bill Zito was sitting at the table when the Columbus Blue Jackets made
one of the most invigorating all-in plays we’ve seen at the trade deadline.
Two years on, it would be great to see the first-year Florida Panthers GM
give his surprising team a similar shot in the arm.

Okay, so nobody expects Zito -- former assistant to GM Jarmo
Kekalainen in Columbus -- to go wild the way his old boss did in 2019,
when Kekalainen spent significant prospect and draft pick capital to
acquire Matt Duchene and Ryan Dzingel (among other, smaller pieces),
while also opting to hang on to studs Artemi Panarin and Sergei
Bobrovsky despite the fact both men were all but certain to walk away
from the Jackets as UFAs the following summer. Did we mention the
Jackets -- who won the first playoff series in franchise history a couple of
months after Kekalainen’s play -- were as bubble-team as it gets in the
days leading up to the deadline, dancing from side to side of the postseason cutoff?
Zito’s Panthers are certainly on much stronger footing than that,
especially after a home weekend sweep of Zito’s old friends in Columbus
put the squad ahead of every other NHL outfit with 56 points. Florida is
on a six-game winning streak, with four of those coming in the aftermath
of all-world defenceman Aaron Ekblad’s season-ending leg injury on
March 28.
Speaking of injuries, Aleksander Barkov returned from a lower-body
ailment on Saturday after a couple of weeks on the shelf. The captain
immediately made his presence felt, doing great work to set up
MacKenzie Weegar for the opening goal of a game won 5-2 by Florida.
The next day, Barkov just went ahead and opened the scoring himself
during a 3-0 Cats whitewashing. If somebody is doing more for $5.9
million against the cap than Barkov, please alert the police.
The success stories really are everywhere on this team, from Barkov’s
MVP-calibre play to Jonathan Huberdeau being the most underrated
Robin in the league (for the exact same $5.9 million hit as Batman) to a
bounce-back from Patric Hornqvist and breakouts for Weegar and Carter
Verhaeghe, and on and on. When Zito took over the Cats last
September, some people wondered if his first big tasks with the
perpetually under-performing team might be trading Barkov — he’s UFA
eligible in 2022 — not bolstering a roster that is finally making good on
the promise people have seen in it for years.
For an organization and fanbase with so little to cheer for in the past 25
years, it would mean the world to see Zito go out and get a piece or two
that could help the Panthers win their first playoff series since — gulp —
the 1996 Eastern Conference Final.
And while Florida likely headlines the group of teams you’d love to see
signal big intentions before next Monday’s trade deadline, the Panthers
certainly aren’t alone. The Minnesota Wild are the fifth-best team in the
league by points percentage dating back to mid-January of 2020 (roughly
a 60-game sample size), so maybe we can stop wondering if there’s a
rebuild coming. The Wild — who won for the second time in 48 hours in
Vegas on Saturday — are basically a lock to finish at least third in the
West and it would be awesome to see GM Bill Guerin give them a little
boost along the way.
Could the burgeoning Carolina Hurricanes — who watched Petr Mrazek
pitch a 1-0 shutout on Sunday versus the Dallas Stars in his first game
since January 30 — strengthen their contender status with a juicy
pickup? Unlike Florida and Minnesota, the Canes have actually had postseason success in the recent past, making the final four in 2019 after a
decade of missing the cut altogether. Carolina’s last two seasons ended
at the hands of the Boston Bruins, though, and you’d love to see the
hipster-turned-mainstream-darling squad go out and show how bad they
want to not just hang with, but beat the big boys.
Ultimately, hockey fans will be amped for whatever action we get leading
up to the deadline. That said, it would be extra spicey to see a couple of
teams with antsy supporters nudge a few chips in the middle before
Monday.
Other Takeaways
• The St. Louis Blues can dine out on their 2019 championship for a
couple more years, but yikes, are things ever looking bleak right now.
The Blues lost two squeakers to Colorado on Friday (3-2) and Saturday
(2-1), and while there’s no shame in getting beat by what might be the
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NHL’s best team right now, St. Louis is 3-7-4 in its past 11 and have just
one regulation-time win since March 3. The Blues are in a snarling dog
fight with the streaking San Jose Sharks (more on them in a minute) and
Arizona Coyotes for the final playoff spot in the West. St. Louis is dead
last in the NHL in goal differential during that stretch and ranks 27th in
expected goals percentage, so the Blues are full value for their stinky
showing.
• Andrei Vasilevskiy absolutely owns the Detroit Red Wings. The Russian
(and Vezina favourite?) ran his career record to a glistening 12-0-0
versus the Wings with a 2-1 win in Tampa on Saturday. The Bolts could
play any goalie against the poor Wings and win though, right? Well, 24
hours later Detroit put five pucks past poor Chris Gibson, who was
making his first NHL start in three years. The 5-1 victory was the Wings’
first in Tampa Bay since 10 days after Steven Stamkos’s 21st birthday,
otherwise known as Feb. 17, 2011.
• He won’t be in any awards conversations, but good on Martin Jones for
fighting to get his game back to a respectable spot. Jones, who had sub.900 save percentages in each of the past two seasons, has won his past
four starts for a Sharks team making a commendable push in the West.
(Speaking of perseverance, don’t forget San Jose played 12 straight
games outside Northern California to start the year because COVID-19
restrictions prevented them from playing at home in the SAP Center to
start the year.) While Jones has been absolutely brilliant lately, his strong
play dates back nearly two months as he’s posted a .925 save
percentage since mid-February.
Weekend Warrior
The book on Jakob Chychrun when he was drafted five years ago was as
follows: strong kid, great defender, but would likely never light it up
offensively. Well, after some miserable injury luck, Chychrun is busting
through his perceived ceiling. The blue-liner, who turned 23 last week,
netted his first career hat trick on Sunday night, which included the extratime winner during a Chychrun 3 Ducks 2 victory in Anaheim. Chychrun’s
next point will tie his previous career-best of 26 and he’s playing at a 54point pace this season.
The Week Ahead
• The Wild host Colorado on Monday (and Wednesday) night. Minnesota
is going for a delicious dozen straight victories on home ice, where the
Wild have not lost since Jan. 30.
• The Devils will face the Buffalo Sabres on Tuesday night in Jersey, but
— one way or another — Kyle Palmieri won’t be in the lineup. The
scoring winger was held out of Sunday’s tilt versus the Caps as a
precautionary move ahead of the trade deadline. Palmieri won’t be the
only guy on the move this week as we head toward next Monday’s swap
shutoff.
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens counting on Eric Staal's experience in push to
playoffs

Eric Engels
April 5, 2021, 1:25 PM

BROSSARD, Que. -- It’ll be Game 1,273 for Eric Staal but his first as a
Montreal Canadien when the Edmonton Oilers visit the Bell Centre
Monday.

That’s a lot of experience. It’s why Staal was brought to Montreal, with
the Canadiens in possession of a centre line that’s relied heavily on 20year-old Jesperi Kotkaniemi and 21-year-old Nick Suzuki.
The 36-year-old emerged from his seven-day quarantine and skated for
the first time at the Canadiens’ south shore practice facility on Sunday,
and at Monday’s morning skate he found himself centring Jonathan
Drouin and Tyler Toffoli.
Staal had three goals and 10 points in 32 games with the Buffalo Sabres
before he was traded to Montreal for third- and fifth-round picks in the
2021 draft. He was in a rather negative environment there, with the team
having not won a game in 17 consecutive tries.
But now Staal has a new lease on this season.
“Excitement is at the top,” the Thunder Bay, Ont., native said. “Obviously
just being here in this hockey city is going to excite and give you that
good nervous energy. It felt really good to be on the ice with these guys.
Obviously, the first thing that jumped out is the talent level and the skill
level. I think it’s hard to gauge a lot else in a morning skate, but watching
the guys for a few games it was real competitive, quick and aggressive
and I think all things you like to see from a good hockey team. So, I’m
excited to get involved tonight and hopefully play a good game and be
another part to the group that’s already here.”
Staal’s inclusion in the lineup bumped Jake Evans to the sidelines. In
Evans’s place next to Artturi Lehkonen and Paul Byron is Kotkaniemi,
while Suzuki will centre Corey Perry and Josh Anderson for a second
consecutive game.
Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme said he intends to balance out
the minutes more than usual, with Monday’s game being the first of 22
the team will play in 37 days before the regular season wraps.
“The first thing is with the depth we have, I really feel that we have four
really good lines,” said Ducharme.
He also explained that Kotkaniemi, Byron and Lehkonen showed good
chemistry together in the two games prior to being pulled apart for
Saturday’s 6-3 loss to the Ottawa Senators -- including last Tuesday’s 40 win over the Oilers in which the three combined for five points and
played a significant role in keeping superstars Connor McDavid and Leon
Draisaitl off the board.
“You see how things go as the game moves along,” said Ducharme, “but
I have no problem having KK on the ice with Lehkonen and Byron
against McDavid and Draisaitl tonight.”
The coach will also start Carey Price after Price allowed five goals on 31
shots he faced from the Senators Saturday.
The 33-year-old goaltender wasn’t his best, the Canadiens were arguably
at their worst, and Monday's game presents an opportunity for everyone
to get back on track immediately.
“Carey’s back in net,” said Ducharme. “The thinking is Carey will be like
the team -- we’re going to bounce back and have a strong game.”
It’ll be Staal’s first one since March 25. And in addition to lining up with
Toffoli and Drouin at 5-on-5, he’ll take Anderson’s spot on a power play
unit that includes both players, Suzuki and Shea Weber.
It’s an excellent opportunity for Staal to get off on the right foot in
Montreal.
“We want every player to have success,” said Ducharme. “You get Eric
Staal, who has over 400 goals in the NHL, I think you’re going to put him
on the power play. There’s a spot for him somewhere.
“For linemates, we have good players up and down the lineup, with
different qualities, so it’s about chemistry. It’s about what one guy brings
to the other. But having a positive start and a good start for a player
coming in is always something you look for as a player and as a team
when you welcome a new guy like that.”
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Staal, who has 439 goals and 1,031 points, feels prepared. He had a
number of Zoom video sessions with the coaching staff and watched all
three games the Canadiens played while he was in quarantine.
What’s the key to him integrating well immediately?
“I think keep it simple is obviously the first thing that you need to try to
accomplish,” Staal said. “Being with Tof and Drou, it’s about hopefully
developing some good feelings. For me, I’m going to try to keep it pretty
simple here early and do what I can to open up ice for their skill level to
come through. Obviously great players, and I’ll be around that net and
hopefully create some looks and help contribute.”
Staal knows he won’t be burning up the ice like he did in establishing
himself as a perennial all-star, Stanley Cup champion and a gold
medalist with Team Canada.
But he’s confident he can bring what the Canadiens are asking of him.
“I’m definitely not the same player I was at 23 years old, but I think with
the experience I’ve gained with these years playing in the league, I think
a lot of what I can bring is with my brain and where I put myself on the
ice,” Staal said. “I can get around well enough to find success and make
plays. There’s a lot of quick players, a lot of guys that have a ton of
speed, so for me to jump in with that will only help.
“I’m not the same age I was when I was 20, but I think I have plenty left
to be able to be a contributor.”
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets considering all options in calm before trade-deadline
storm

After solidifying his fourth-line role and being moved back onto the
penalty kill, he’s not going to be on the move again this season but he’s
got his eyes wide open when it comes to what the Jets might do during
the coming days.
“I’ve had a lot of practice with that the past few years. We have the best
job in the world and I think you just have to enjoy it,” said Thompson.
“You go out there, do your job, play your game, be a good teammate, all
of those little things. You just control what you control, all the rest is the
general manager’s job. That’s their part of the business.
“At this time of the year, it’s always exciting. Teams are revving up,
teams are adding pieces to their lineup, you know that the playoffs are
around the corner.”
Jets defenceman Logan Stanley has taken advantage of an opportunity
on the third pairing with Dylan DeMelo to show he’s worthy of full-time
duty.
He’s on the NHL roster at the NHL trade deadline for the first time, but
he’s not getting swept away by any of the outside noise.
“I don’t think it’s something that I watch. Obviously, we think we have a
good group in here,” said Stanley. “We think we can make a good run in
the playoffs. If we bring someone in that can help us, that’s great. We’re
in the game to win and if someone can help us win games, we’ll welcome
them with open arms. But we have a good team in here too.”
With Nathan Beaulieu lost for the remainder of the regular season and
the playoffs after undergoing surgery to repair a torn labrum in his
shoulder, it’s possible the Jets could be looking at acquiring a depth Dman along with someone who might move immediately onto one of the
top two pairings.
With the Nashville Predators still above the playoff line in the Central
Division, Mattias Ekholm is either off the market entirely or the price tag
to secure his services is probably going to be too high.

Ken Wiebe

The Dallas Stars are making a push as well, which likely takes Jamie
Oleksiak off the table as well.

April 5, 2021, 9:52 AM

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time.
So where do the Jets look for an alternative?

WINNIPEG — Buy or sell?
It’s the question many NHL teams will be looking to answer in the coming
days.
Yes, it’s been slow going on the trade front of late and at a time when
many believed the pre-emptive strike would be right around the corner,
the rumour mill has slowed to a trickle and that next domino has yet to
fall.
Could it be the calm before another last-minute storm? Perhaps, but time
is of the essence and this virtual staring contest is reaching a critical
juncture.
The Winnipeg Jets have no trouble declaring which camp they’ll be in
leading into next Monday’s NHL trade deadline.
The aim is clearly to bolster the defence corps, though the type of player
they’re trying to acquire and the teams they might be dealing with have
yet to fully come into focus.
31 Thoughts: The Podcast
Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what
they think about it.
Jets centre Nate Thompson has plenty of recent experience in being
dealt by a team and ending up with a contender — moving from the
Montreal Canadiens to the Philadelphia Flyers last February, to the
Canadiens from the Los Angeles Kings in 2019 and from the Ottawa
Senators to the Kings in 2018.

Josh Manson of the Anaheim Ducks is a guy mentioned previously and
he very much fits the description of the type of player the Jets will be
looking for.
Recent history has shown that waiting until later in the proceedings might
mean a player previously not thought to be available could end up out
there.
For the Jets, losing out on veteran centre Derick Brassard in 2018 meant
finding a deal for Paul Stastny when the St. Louis Blues unexpectedly
decided to move the veteran centre.
That deadline deal was of the high impact variety, helping the Jets fill an
important void as they made a run to the Western Conference final.
Can Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff find a similar fit this year?
With the Columbus Blue Jackets in the midst of a 1-6-1 stretch and
having fallen five points behind the Predators (who hold a game in hand),
GM Jarmo Kekalainen might have no choice but to listen to offers for his
pending unrestricted free agents.
That would put a guy like David Savard squarely in the conversation for
the Jets.
He’s not a big point producer but is a guy who could help the Jets with
their D-zone exits and can bring some additional physical play to the
defence corps.
Savard, 30, has 37 games of playoff experience under his belt and would
be considered a candidate to be paired with Josh Morrissey, provided the
price was reasonable.
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Another thing to consider is that it’s not always the high-profile deals that
push a team over the top.
Look no further than 2018, when the Washington Capitals acquired
defenceman Michal Kempny from the Chicago Blackhawks.

2020-21 stats: 34 GP, 0 G, 2 A, 2 P, 22 PIM, 19:35 TOI
Age: 31
Contract status: $1.15 million, pending UFA

So while the potential for a bigger-name addition remains at the top of
the wish list for Cheveldayoff, let’s take a closer look at several underthe-radar candidates who could end up on the Jets’ radar during the
coming week:

The skinny: The Russian blue-liner was a solid contributor for the Jets
last season and he’s continued that arc with the Devils after signing a
budget-conscious one-year deal. Considering his high number of
defensive-zone starts (62.4%), his defensive play has been solid. The
Jets familiarity with the player would be an obvious bonus and while he’s
probably best suited for third pairing minutes, his ability to play both sides
and move up the depth chart when necessary would be an obvious
bonus.

D Mike Reilly, Ottawa Senators
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Kempny was viewed as more of a depth piece at the time, but ended up
logging valuable minutes on the second pairing as the Capitals captured
the Stanley Cup.
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Age: 27
Contract status: $1.5 million AAV, pending UFA
The skinny: A strong skater known for his puck-moving ability, Reilly isn’t
far removed from being a highly coveted college free agent who ended
up signing with the Minnesota Wild. He never fully blossomed, but has
been enjoying a solid season with the Senators. However, with the arrival
of prospect Jacob Bernard-Docker, Reilly could be expendable.
D Patrik Nemeth, Detroit Red Wings
2020-21 stats: 39 GP, 2 G, 6 A, 8 P, 14 PIM, 18:32 TOI
Age: 29
Contract status: $3 million AAV, pending UFA
The skinny: A sturdy defender at six-foot-three and 228 pounds, the Jets
would be familiar with Nemeth from his time in the Central Division with
the Colorado Avalanche and Dallas Stars. Some of his underlying
numbers need improvement, but he could provide a valuable insurance
policy.
D Ben Hutton, Anaheim Ducks
2020-21 stats: 31 GP, 1 G, 3 A, 4 P, 11 PIM, 18:24 TOI
Age: 28 (on April 20)
Contract status: $950,000 AAV, pending UFA
The skinny: There’s been a decline in offensive production since he
racked up 25 points in 75 games as a rookie pro with the Vancouver
Canucks. His underlying numbers haven’t been good this season, but he
has some experience and could probably benefit from a change of
scenery. If Hutton returns to the form he showed last season with the
Canucks, he could help the Jets.
D Brandon Montour, Buffalo Sabres
2020-21 stats: 35 GP, 4 G, 8 A, 12 P, 22 PIM, 20:43 TOI
Age: 27 (on April 11)
Contract status: $3.85 million, pending UFA
The skinny: More of a mobile blue-liner with offensive upside, the
second-round pick (55th overall) of the Anaheim Ducks in 2014 would
probably love to get himself into a situation where the playoffs are a
possibility. Might he be able to find a renewed sense of purpose the way
Tyler Myers did after a trade to the Jets in 2015? Montour has 21 games
of playoff experience (including a run to the Western Conference final in
2017) and while there are some defensive challenges to sort through,
Sabres GM Kevyn Adams will be looking to move him and Montour
certainly won’t be lacking motivation - as someone looking to re-establish
his value before becoming an unrestricted free agent for the first time.
D Dmitry Kulikov, New Jersey Devils

TSN.CA / Campbell aims to turn remarkable run into franchise record

By Mark Masters

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who
held a media availability with coach Sheldon Keefe ahead of Monday's
game in Calgary.
Jack Campbell is good to go tonight in Calgary as he looks to turn a
remarkable run into a franchise record. With a ninth straight victory,
Campbell will tie Felix Potvin (1993-94), Jacques Plante (1970-71) and
John Ross Roach (1925) for the longest winning streak in Maple Leafs
history.
"I'm just executing the game plan," Campbell said following his latest
impressive effort on Friday in Winnipeg. "[Goalie coach] Steve Briere has
done a great job of making things easy for me mentally and physically.
Just executing that and getting confident and calmer each time. There's
plenty of areas I don't like and just keep working on it and keep getting
sharper every time."
In franchise history, only Potvin has started a season with nine straight
wins.
There's no question that something special is happening with Campbell
right now even as his workload is managed due to a nagging leg injury,
which was originally sustained on Jan. 24 in Calgary. The 29-year-old's
play and positive personality has boosted the Leafs even on nights when
he's not dressed, which was the case on Sunday.
"I noticed against Edmonton [in my last start], I felt I was a little too
tense," said Michael Hutchinson. "Watching Jack play in Winnipeg, you
notice how much fun he's having on the ice. My mindset for the game
was to just go in and have as much fun as possible."
The Leafs had lost three straight games that Hutchinson started, but the
goalie ended that skid with an impressive 32-save effort last night.
"I'm not to the point of winking at our guys on the ice yet and having that
much fun, but his attitude is just infectious," Hutchinson said of Campbell.
"When you're playing and you're having fun and you see him having fun,
it makes you lighter out there and a little bit easier to react to the play and
just enjoy yourself."
Campbell has won both of his starts against Calgary this season,
including posting a 31-save shutout on March 20.
Campbell has allowed no more than two goals in any of his six road
starts this season.
'Have as much fun as possible': Hutchinson credits Campbell for helping
him relax
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After the Leafs dropped his last three starts, Michael Hutchinson stole a
page out of Jack Campbell’s playbook on Sunday night in Calgary.
"Watching Jack play in Winnipeg, you notice how much fun he's having
on the ice," Hutchinson said. "My mindset for the game was to just go on
and have as much fun as possible." Hutchinson stopped 32 shots to earn
his fourth win of the season.
Alex Galchenyuk picked up his first goal as a member of the Leafs in his
eighth game with the team.
"It means a lot," the 27-year-old said. "It definitely felt good getting the
first one and most importantly we got the win."
Galchenyuk has earned positive reviews so far while slotting in beside
William Nylander and John Tavares on Toronto's second line.
"He continues to get more and more comfortable," noted Tavares, who
also scored on Sunday. "You're around the group, playing in our system,
the type of team and the type of players we have, you're only going to get
more comfortable. Just trying to really get in sync and get in rhythm and,
obviously, at this time of year things get tighter and tighter. It gets much
harder to get open ice and time and space. I think that's where his work
ethic and determination will continue to come through."
Since posting a 51-point campaign in Montreal during the 2017-18
season, Galchenyuk has taken detours through Arizona, Pittsburgh,
Minnesota and Ottawa while trying to get his career back on track. The
Senators traded Galchenyuk to the Hurricanes in February and the
Hurricanes then flipped him to the Leafs after he cleared waivers.
Galchenyuk spent some time in the American Hockey League before
making his Leafs debut on March 19 against the Flames.
"He's had a lot of really, really good chances," observed Auston
Matthews, who trained with Galchenyuk in the off-season. "In all the
games he's played in he's been one of the hardest-working guys on the
ice and that’s all you can really ask for. He's meshed really well with JT
and Willy. All three of those guys have an immense amount of skill and
can really make plays and find each other out there so I think he
complements them well. He's just working his ass off every night so that's
huge."
'He's working his ass off every night': Matthews, Leafs impressed by
Galchenyuk
Alex Galchenyuk scored his first goal with the Leafs on Sunday and
continues to impress his new teammates. "He's been one of the hardestworking guys on the ice and that's all you can really ask for," said Auston
Matthews. "He's just working his ass off every night." Galchenyuk likes
Sheldon Keefe's system and feels the chemistry growing with John
Tavares and William Nylander.
Matthews broke his stick during another fruitless Leafs power play on
Sunday night. Toronto has now gone 11 games without a manadvantage marker.
Matthews was then spotted on the bench taping a fresh stick.
"I had two different heights so I just had to get a new one because I
broke both of the ones that I had," the centre explained.
Matthews had no shots after two periods, but Toronto's top line roared to
life in the third, scoring a big goal.
"Just a really nice forecheck," Matthews said. "[Zach] Hyman made a
really strong play on the wall. I got it down to Mitch [Marner] and I just
tried to get to the net and get open for him and he made a really nice
pass."
Matthews is now tied with Hyman for the team lead in road goals this
season with nine.
It was the second straight game when the Leafs didn't have their best
stuff, but walked away with two points. After a strong start on Sunday,
Toronto lost its way through the middle of the game and got outshot 13-6
in the second period.

"It definitely wasn't our best," Tavares acknowledged. "We looked a little
sluggish at times, but I really like the way we stuck with it and had to
respond and find a way to play a harder type of game to really earn more
pucks, win some more races and really get to their net. We defended
really well and played a quicker game in the third, which I think allowed
us to take control. There's going to be nights when you don't have your
best, but you've got to work and compete and find ways to get your game
going and I think we did that."
The Leafs got off to a slow start on Friday in Winnipeg, but used a great
second period to get back into the game before leaning on Campbell
down the stretch against the Jets.
"We're showing good maturity as a team staying in these games,"
veteran forward Jason Spezza said on Friday. "It showed some good
growth for us to stay patient."
Maple Leafs get the spark they needed to defeat 'fragile' Flames
It wasn't the best game from the Maple Leafs through the first two
periods but the team got the spark they needed from John Tavares and
his line in their victory over the Flames. The TSN Hockey panel reacts to
the win, discusses the effort from Michael Hutchinson to keep Toronto in
the game and Calgary's inability to put together a complete game.
Rasmus Sandin returned to practice with the Toronto Marlies on Monday.
The 21-year-old defenceman has been sidelined since sustaining a foot
fracture on Feb. 15. The injury occurred in his first game with the AHL
club this season. He only played five minutes in one NHL game this
season.
"Mentally, that has been the toughest part," Sandin said. "The whole offseason you're waiting to get back and play and coming back and getting
this injury it was tough. When you get back here and get the season
started you want to play every single game, but it feels unbelievable to
get back. I had time with strength staff and I built my body up even more
so I feel good now ... It's an unbelievable feeling to see all the guys
again."
"He's handled it really well," said Marlies coach Greg Moore. "He's
always a guy that has a smile on his face. He comes to work every day,
works hard and is dialed in with what he needs to do. He's a guy that, in
the locker room and on the ice, always lifts everybody else up around
him. It's kind of what's special about him as a person."
Sandin played 28 games with the Leafs last season and in an interview
with TSN on Friday, general manager Kyle Dubas said the plan is to get
the top prospect back with the big team soon.
"We would expect him, at some point here in the second half of our
season, to contribute to the Leafs and be ready to go for the playoffs with
us," Dubas told James Duthie.
"That’s great," Sandin said. "I feel like the organization obviously believes
in me."
But before getting back to the NHL, Sandin is focused on getting up to
game speed with the Marlies. There is no set timeline for his return.
"We'll get some good practices in this week and then, as a staff, we'll
have discussions with the sports science department and see where he's
at at the end of the week," Moore said.
"We'll give him some time to get going with the Marlies," said Keefe. "I
suspect there will be an opportunity for him to get in with us."
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TSN.CA / TSN Trade Bait: GMs gaming for prices to drop over next week
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By Frank Seravalli

Over the last five NHL trade deadlines, there has been an average of 13
trades of significance in the month leading up to Deadline Day.
Just one week away from TradeCentre, there have been exactly two this
season. Eric Staal is scheduled to make his debut on Monday night for
Montreal after his March 26 trade from Buffalo for third and fifth-round
picks. The Rangers dealt Brendan Lemieux the next day to Los Angeles
for a fourth-round pick.
That’s it.
There is no shortage of limiting factors: the flat salary cap; that a
shortened schedule reduces an acquisition’s impact; that nearly half the
NHL is operating in long-term injured reserve; diminished financial
incentive to win an extra playoff round with arena capacity restrictions;
tightened internal team budgets; a looming Expansion Draft.
Then there is the list of firm buyers, which seems to be way down
compared to a typical season.

Bill Zito to consider a way to fill his void in the lineup. That’s easier said
than done, particularly without much currency by the way of draft picks
and prospects. Plus, it’s impossible to truly replace Ekblad. The Cats are
nonetheless on a six-game winning streak and sit in second in the NHL in
points percentage.
Secondary, “soft” buyers searching for specific needs: Edmonton Oilers
(right-shooting depth centre), Montreal Canadiens (defensive depth),
Pittsburgh Penguins (depth centre), Washington Capitals (experienced
goaltending), Tampa Bay Lightning (defensive depth), Boston Bruins
(top-six winger and/or defensive muscle), Vegas Golden Knights (centre
depth).
Deadline Cap Space Financiers: The Chicago Blackhawks, Detroit Red
Wings and San Jose Sharks have all raised their hands as third-party
trade brokers, willing to offer up cap space in exchange for assets in
order to help facilitate deals.
Neutral Trade Deadline Teams: Arizona Coyotes, Minnesota Wild, Dallas
Stars, Philadelphia Flyers, Los Angeles Kings, Nashville Predators, New
York Rangers, San Jose Sharks.

Given all that, market prices for players have not yet seemed to adapt to
those factors.

Sellers: Calgary Flames, Ottawa Senators, Vancouver Canucks,
Anaheim Ducks, Buffalo Sabres, Columbus Blue Jackets, Detroit Red
Wings, New Jersey Devils.

“Teams would like me to pay full freight, essentially normal historical
trade deadline prices, for what amounts to a half tank of gas,” one GM
said last week.

And there is also the Seattle Kraken, with GM Ron Francis actively
listening to teams with Expansion Draft concerns, advising them of the
price to make certain deals ahead of July.

Patience seems to be the play. This is a buyer’s market – there is no
doubt about that. And if these buyers are game theorizing, the acquisition
prices surely must come down by next Monday at 3 p.m. ET, right? Or
else the sellers will be left playing and paying pending free agents who
almost surely won’t be returning to their team next season.

So, who is available?

There also may not be much overlap or intersection between the needs
and wants of the buyers, which could work in their favour. Given all of
that, let’s reexamine our shrinking list of firm buyers and their needs
ahead of TradeCentre:

2. Kyle Palmieri, NJD

1. Toronto Maple Leafs: GM Kyle Dubas has not been shy about his
willingness to make a deal. The Leafs are willing to trade a top prospect and more - to land their targeted fit at forward. The preference is for a
versatile left winger who can play all over the lineup. Mikael Granlund,
Kyle Palmieri, Nick Foligno and even Tanner Pearson would make
sense. That is, unless, the prices remain unpalatable and Alex
Galchenyuk is Toronto’s deadline addition.
2. Winnipeg Jets: It would be shocking if April 12 passed without the Jets
adding to their blue line. Winnipeg would prefer a rental, all things being
equal, and anyone with size and a bit of bite would fit nicely. If Mattias
Ekholm is off the market, David Savard, Jamie Oleksiak, Josh Manson,
Brandon Montour or Nikita Zadorov might fit the bill.
3. New York Islanders: GM Lou Lamoriello has the luxury of ample cap
space, something almost none of his counterparts can boast, in his
attempt to fill the void left by captain Anders Lee. Many believe the
Islanders are interested in Taylor Hall, but Palmieri and Foligno seem to
ooze the character and leadership Lamoriello desires.
4. Carolina Hurricanes: GM Don Waddell is on record with his wish list of
a right-shooting defenceman (with term on his contract) and a depth
forward. The Hurricanes have scoured the right-shot defence market,
coming up with names that made for short conversations, but Carolina is
ready and willing to wheel and deal.
5. Colorado Avalanche: There aren’t many holes on GM Joe Sakic’s
squad. They’ve battled injuries all year to peak (no pun intended) at the
perfect time, skating without a regulation loss since March 8 (12-0-2).
The sense is Colorado would like at least one insurance piece for Philipp
Grubauer in goal, plus a little more muscle on the backend.
6. Florida Panthers: The Panthers were a neutral trade deadline team a
few weeks ago. But Aaron Ekblad’s season-ending injury has forced GM

Here is TSN Hockey’s latest Trade Bait board, which always seeks to
blend a player’s prominence with his likelihood of a trade:
1. David Savard, CBJ

3. Taylor Hall, BUF
4. Nick Foligno, CBJ
5. Jonathan Bernier, DET
6. Luke Glendening, DET
7. Mikael Granlund, NSH
8. Toronto's Top Prospect
9. Scott Laughton, PHI
10. Mattias Ekholm, NSH
11. Josh Manson, ANA
12. Chicago's Cap Space
13. Chris Driedger, FLA
14. Brandon Montour, BUF
15. Alex Goligoski, ARI
16. Vince Dunn, STL
17. Ryan Murray, NJD
18. Bobby Ryan, DET
19. Colin Miller, BUF
20. Ryan Dzingel, OTT
21. Rickard Rakell, ANA
22. Derek Ryan, CGY
23. Devan Dubnyk, SJS
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24. Artturi Lehkonen, MTL
25. Tanner Pearson, VAN
26. Nikita Zadorov, CHI
27. Marcus Sorensen, SJS
28. Marc Staal, DET
29. Sam Bennett, CGY
30. Jamie Oleksiak, DAL
31. Dmitry Kulikov, NJD
32. Jake Virtanen, VAN
33. Alex Kerfoot, TOR
34. Darcy Kuemper, ARI
35. Tony DeAngelo, NYR
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TSN.CA / TSN Trade Bait: GMs gaming for prices to drop over next week

By Frank Seravalli

Over the last five NHL trade deadlines, there has been an average of 13
trades of significance in the month leading up to Deadline Day.
Just one week away from TradeCentre, there have been exactly two this
season. Eric Staal is scheduled to make his debut on Monday night for
Montreal after his March 26 trade from Buffalo for third and fifth-round
picks. The Rangers dealt Brendan Lemieux the next day to Los Angeles
for a fourth-round pick.
That’s it.
There is no shortage of limiting factors: the flat salary cap; that a
shortened schedule reduces an acquisition’s impact; that nearly half the
NHL is operating in long-term injured reserve; diminished financial
incentive to win an extra playoff round with arena capacity restrictions;
tightened internal team budgets; a looming Expansion Draft.
Then there is the list of firm buyers, which seems to be way down
compared to a typical season.
Given all that, market prices for players have not yet seemed to adapt to
those factors.
“Teams would like me to pay full freight, essentially normal historical
trade deadline prices, for what amounts to a half tank of gas,” one GM
said last week.
Patience seems to be the play. This is a buyer’s market – there is no
doubt about that. And if these buyers are game theorizing, the acquisition
prices surely must come down by next Monday at 3 p.m. ET, right? Or
else the sellers will be left playing and paying pending free agents who
almost surely won’t be returning to their team next season.
There also may not be much overlap or intersection between the needs
and wants of the buyers, which could work in their favour. Given all of
that, let’s reexamine our shrinking list of firm buyers and their needs
ahead of TradeCentre:
1. Toronto Maple Leafs: GM Kyle Dubas has not been shy about his
willingness to make a deal. The Leafs are willing to trade a top prospect and more - to land their targeted fit at forward. The preference is for a

versatile left winger who can play all over the lineup. Mikael Granlund,
Kyle Palmieri, Nick Foligno and even Tanner Pearson would make
sense. That is, unless, the prices remain unpalatable and Alex
Galchenyuk is Toronto’s deadline addition.
2. Winnipeg Jets: It would be shocking if April 12 passed without the Jets
adding to their blue line. Winnipeg would prefer a rental, all things being
equal, and anyone with size and a bit of bite would fit nicely. If Mattias
Ekholm is off the market, David Savard, Jamie Oleksiak, Josh Manson,
Brandon Montour or Nikita Zadorov might fit the bill.
3. New York Islanders: GM Lou Lamoriello has the luxury of ample cap
space, something almost none of his counterparts can boast, in his
attempt to fill the void left by captain Anders Lee. Many believe the
Islanders are interested in Taylor Hall, but Palmieri and Foligno seem to
ooze the character and leadership Lamoriello desires.
4. Carolina Hurricanes: GM Don Waddell is on record with his wish list of
a right-shooting defenceman (with term on his contract) and a depth
forward. The Hurricanes have scoured the right-shot defence market,
coming up with names that made for short conversations, but Carolina is
ready and willing to wheel and deal.
5. Colorado Avalanche: There aren’t many holes on GM Joe Sakic’s
squad. They’ve battled injuries all year to peak (no pun intended) at the
perfect time, skating without a regulation loss since March 8 (12-0-2).
The sense is Colorado would like at least one insurance piece for Philipp
Grubauer in goal, plus a little more muscle on the backend.
6. Florida Panthers: The Panthers were a neutral trade deadline team a
few weeks ago. But Aaron Ekblad’s season-ending injury has forced GM
Bill Zito to consider a way to fill his void in the lineup. That’s easier said
than done, particularly without much currency by the way of draft picks
and prospects. Plus, it’s impossible to truly replace Ekblad. The Cats are
nonetheless on a six-game winning streak and sit in second in the NHL in
points percentage.
Secondary, “soft” buyers searching for specific needs: Edmonton Oilers
(right-shooting depth centre), Montreal Canadiens (defensive depth),
Pittsburgh Penguins (depth centre), Washington Capitals (experienced
goaltending), Tampa Bay Lightning (defensive depth), Boston Bruins
(top-six winger and/or defensive muscle), Vegas Golden Knights (centre
depth).
Deadline Cap Space Financiers: The Chicago Blackhawks, Detroit Red
Wings and San Jose Sharks have all raised their hands as third-party
trade brokers, willing to offer up cap space in exchange for assets in
order to help facilitate deals.
Neutral Trade Deadline Teams: Arizona Coyotes, Minnesota Wild, Dallas
Stars, Philadelphia Flyers, Los Angeles Kings, Nashville Predators, New
York Rangers, San Jose Sharks.
Sellers: Calgary Flames, Ottawa Senators, Vancouver Canucks,
Anaheim Ducks, Buffalo Sabres, Columbus Blue Jackets, Detroit Red
Wings, New Jersey Devils.
And there is also the Seattle Kraken, with GM Ron Francis actively
listening to teams with Expansion Draft concerns, advising them of the
price to make certain deals ahead of July.
So, who is available?
Here is TSN Hockey’s latest Trade Bait board, which always seeks to
blend a player’s prominence with his likelihood of a trade:
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TSN.CA / Versatile Hyman proving his value to Maple Leafs
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By Travis Yost

Maybe Zach Hyman is just a very good hockey player?
There has been an interesting amount of discussion surrounding the 28year-old Leafs winger this season – a fifth-round pick and middle-six
forward who has carved out an impressive niche as one of Toronto’s
most trusted wingers.
That’s not a small accomplishment, either. Say what you will about the
structure of this team, but their forward groups are some of the most
dangerous you will find in the league, and Hyman is playing a big part.
It is not lost on me, for one obvious example, that Hyman is third on the
Leafs in usage across all situations (19.6 minutes per game), trailing only
Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews (his two regular linemates) on that
front.
Hyman may be the third-most skilled player on his line, but what he adds
through the forecheck and his agility off the wing has had a demonstrable
impact on the trio’s performance.
In many ways it reminds me of what the Vegas Golden Knights have
done with Chandler Stephenson, pairing his unique skill set with two
ultra-talented offensive players and betting that the whole would be
greater than the sum of the parts.
Hyman has helped entrench himself in the lineup by offering a bit more
scoring in recent years. Over the past two seasons, Hyman is averaging
about 32 goals and 27 assists per 82 games played, which is a
considerable uptick from his first few years at the NHL level. The added
individual offensive production is a cherry on the top of his otherwise
strong two-way game.
But what makes Hyman fascinating is an increasingly confident case that
he makes players – even star players – better when he is on the ice.
If we sample the last three years of play for Hyman at even strength and
focus in on Marner and Matthews specifically (Hyman also had some
time with John Tavares in recent years, for reference), we can observe
his impact accordingly.
Note that I have excluded the Hyman/Matthews without Marner
combination due to sample size issues:
One of the smoking-gun arguments you can make as a player – and
quite frankly, it’s the element that every front office is looking for – is that
you positively impact the play of those around you.
Hyman’s argument on this front is compelling. The triumvirate of
attackers are putting up mind-boggling numbers over the past three
years, with expected goal and actual goal rates north of 60 per cent.
But as you break these lines up – injuries, slumps, in-game strategy,
whatever – you get to see how players perform in other situations. Take
Hyman as one example. We know he can be flexed up and down the
lineup aggressively, and we also know that Toronto’s performance with
Hyman on the ice isn’t tied to him playing with their two best offensive
players.
When Hyman has been in a second- or third-line role, the Maple Leafs
are still getting 56 per cent of the expected goals and 52 per cent of
actual goals. Contrast that against Marner (49 per cent; 51 per cent
respectively) and Matthews (51 per cent; 51 per cent respectively) when
they are on their own, and you are left impressed.
The other selling point on Hyman’s behalf are those 566 minutes we
have seen from Marner and Matthews without Hyman – in these cases,
usually playing with one of William Nylander, Joe Thornton, or former
Leafs Andreas Johnsson and Patrick Marleau. They have been strong as
one would expect, but still in considerable trail of what this year’s trio is
doing so far this season.

At minimum, it’s an indication that Hyman is probably the best fit the
Marner-Matthews tandem has seen to date.
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USA TODAY / Canucks' COVID-19 issues are growing: What we know

Jimmy Hascup

After going more than a month with a handful of players at a maximum
out in accordance with the NHL's COVID-19 protocol, the league is now
facing a new challenge: the growing number of Vancouver Canucks
players being put on the list (and subsequent games that need to be
rescheduled).
What started as one game postponed March 31 after two players and a
member of the coaching staff went on the COVID-19 list has now grown
to four postponed games and 16 players on the list. According to The
Athletic and TSN reporter Pierre LeBrun, the number of players affected
is greater than that.
Here's what we know about the situation:
How many players are currently out?
It is worth noting that players do not have to test positive to be on the
COVID-19 protocol list. Players are put on the list for several reasons,
from testing positive for COVID-19 to high-risk close contact to
quarantining after a trade. According to the list released Sunday by the
NHL, there are 16 players on the list. They are Travis Boyd, Jalen
Chatfield, Thatcher Demko, Alex Edler, Adam Gaudette, Travis Hamonic,
Jayce Hawryluk, Braden Holtby, Bo Horvat, Quinn Hughes, Zack
MacEwen, Marc Michaelis, Tyler Motte, Tyler Myers, Antoine Roussel
and Brandon Sutter.
The Athletic reports that the number is higher as the team submitted
other players on the taxi squad and one that is considered a "high-risk
close contact." It also said that members of the coaching staff have been
confirmed positives.
How are the Canucks feeling?
According to TSN reporter Darren Dreger, some members of the
Canucks are "very ill." TSN's Farhan Lalji reported that "in some cases,
team medical staff may have gone to the homes of players to administer
IV treatments."
Local situation
British Columbia has seen increasing COVID-19 cases: posting back-toback days of daily records (1,018 cases between Thursday and Friday
and 1,072 between Friday and Saturday, according to the Vancouver
Sun. According to multiple reports, several cases within the team have
been connected with the P.1 variant, which is thought to be more
contagious. This variant first emerged in Brazil and was detected in the
United States at the end of January 2021, according to the CDC.
“At St. Paul’s Hospital we’ve actually identified more P.1 variants than the
entire United States,” Dr. Marc Romney, co-author and medical leader of
the microbiology and virology department at the facility, said on March
26. “This is concerning because P.1 is associated with immune evasion.”
How has schedule been affected?
The Canucks have had four games postponed -- through April 6. They
are supposed to resume with a game against the Calgary Flames.
However, The Athletic reports that it is likely that games through April 14
will be postponed, meaning it is unlikely that Vancouver will be able to
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complete its 56-game schedule by May 8, their scheduled last day of its
season. Because of earlier postponements involving other teams, the
NHL has rescheduled six games beyond May 8.
All-Canada division
Because nonessential travel between Canada and the United States is
restricted amid the coronavirus pandemic, the NHL realigned with
divisions made up of teams in the general geographic areas for the 2021
season in order to limit travel. The league also implemented more games
in a row featuring the same teams. The North Division had generally
escaped COVID-19 issues -- until late March, when three Montreal
Canadiens games were postponed. Aside from Vancouver, the
Canadiens (Joel Armia) currently have players on the COVID-19 list. The
Ottawa Senators' list wasn't updated Sunday, but Jacob Bernard-Docker
and Shane Pinto were on it on Saturday.
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