
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 9, 2021 

 

Hurricanes top Panthers 3-0 behind Nedeljkovic to take first place in Central Division  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes played the Florida Panthers again 
Thursday, which means Vincent Trocheck scored again. 

That’s the way it has gone this season. The Panthers traded 
Trocheck to the Canes last year, deeming him expendable, 
and the center has made his former team pay each time the 
teams have faced off this season in the Central Division — 
six games after Thursday. 

Trocheck has scored in each game and did it again Thursday 
as the Canes topped the Panthers 3-0 to move into first 
place in the Central with 57 points, one point ahead of 
Florida and Tampa Bay.  

While Trocheck continued to sting his former team, goalie 
Alex Nedeljkovic was named the game’s first star. 
Nedeljkovic earned his ninth win of the season and his third 
shutout with 24 saves as the Canes improved to 27-9-3.. 

“The big thing is we got the win,” Nedeljkovic said. “That’s a 
good team over there. They were in front of us and getting 
those two points in regulation, leap-frogging them and I think 
we’ve got two games-in-hand on them, too, so that’s the 
biggest thing right now, getting the wins.  

“Obviously you want to play well individually and guys want 
to do well for themselves, but at the end of the day if we’re 
winning games as a team and we’re going far ... that’s the 
biggest thing.” 

Trocheck and Martin Necas each finished with a goal and 
assist, Trocheck setting up Sebastian Aho for a power-play 
blast in the first period that gave the Canes a 1-0 lead.  

“Their power play has been lethal against us,” Panthers 
coach Joel Quenneville said, “ It starts getting them excited 
in the game.” 

Trocheck made it 2-0 in the second with a goal that had 
everyone at PNC Arena shaking their heads. Trocheck’s shot 
from a sharp angle glanced off the post, the puck bounding 
up in the air as the players tried to find it. It hit goalie Chris 
Driedger on the right shoulder as it fell, tumbling into the net. 

Trocheck has mostly shrugged off his success this season 
against the Panthers, saying he simply has scored some 
“greasy” goals. This one, his 16th of the season, was 
definitely greasy. 

It was another intense, tightly contested game between the 
Canes and Panthers (26-11-4), with open ice hard to find. 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, with the last change at 
home, had Jordan Staal’s line much of the night out against 
the Aleksander Barkov line — Barkov scored twice Tuesday 
in the Panthers’ 5-2 loss. 

The Canes’ penalty killers were sharp and aggressive, 
consistently clearing the puck from the zone while 

Nedeljkovic cleaned up the rest. The Panthers had two shots 
on their four power-play opportunities. 

“Special teams won us the game,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t 
know how many shots we gave up but it wasn’t much on the 
penalty kill, so that was huge. And our power play got us a 
nice one.” 

Nedeljkovic faced six shots in the first period and eight in the 
second as the Canes limited the Panthers’ chances. At a 
time when Brind’Amour is mulling over the use of three 
goalies — Nedeljkovic, Petr Mrazek and James Reimer — 
Nedeljkovic again was cool and steady in the net, even as 
Patric Hornqvist and others for the Panthers crowded the 
crease. 

Quenneville made a change in the third, moving Jonathan 
Huberdeau on to Barkov’s line, loading up, looking for more 
punch. But they could not solve Nedeljkovic. while Necas 
added an empty-net goal for the Canes after the Panthers 
pulled Driedger for a sixth attacker. 

“It was a weird game,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t know that 
we were good but we worked hard. And our D got in the way 
and made it really tough for them to get a lot going on. I liked 
we found a different way to win tonight. 

“It starts with this group’s willingness to prepare and go to 
work. Right now it feels like when we’re not at our best, and 
you can’t be every night, the guys work and they dig in. They 
literally have not thrown a layup now. They’ve worked their 
butts off and that’s why we’re finding ways to win.” 

(Earlier game updates) 

Second period: Trocheck scores 

Talk about getting the bounces. Trocheck got off a tight-
angle shot, the puck glancing off the post and bouncing up in 
the air. It landed on the shoulder and back of goalie Chris 
Driedger as a few players swatted at it and fell into the net at 
6:35 of the period. 

Trocheck, who assisted on a Sebastian Aho power-play goal 
in the first, now has scored six goals in six games this 
season against the team that traded him to Carolina last 
year. It was his 16th goal of the season as Martin Necas 
earned an assist for his first point in six games. 

Canes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic has faced 14 shots in the first 
two periods. The Canes have 16. 

First period: Aho gives Canes lead 

Sebastian Aho’s power-play goal has given the Canes a 1-0 
lead after the first period and given the center his 300th 
career point. 

Aho scored at 14:31 of the first on a one-timer from the right 
circle on a setup pass from Vincent Trocheck, who continues 
to sting the team that traded him last year. That came after 
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Jordan Staal began the power play by winning the draw. 
Total elapsed time: seven seconds.  

Aho, who scored his 16th of the season, helped force the 
penalty on the Panthers with a rush into the zone. Jesper 
Fast followed Aho to the net and was hooked. 

The Canes killed off a Brady Skjei hooking penalty earlier in 
the period and goalie Alex Nedeljkovic stopped a 
shorthanded shot by the Panthers on an earlier Canes power 
play. 

The Panthers had six shots in the opening period and the 
Canes nine. 

Game setup 

After giving goalie Petr Mrazek two consecutive starts, 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour will have a different 
starter Thursday against Florida — Alex Nedeljkovic. 

Brind’Amour wanted to get Mrazek some quick work once 
the goalie was ruled ready to return from a thumb injury that 
had kept him out since late January. He made his first start 
against the Dallas Stars, coming away with a 1-0 shutout, 
and then was back in net Tuesday against the Panthers in a 
5-2 win. 

Then, the interesting part. With Mrazek back, the Canes 
have three goalies on the roster. Veteran James Reimer has 
played 19 games and has a 14-4-1 record this season and 
Nedeljkovic has played 14 games and has an 8-4-2 record. 

So who would get the nod Thursday? Nedeljkovic was in the 
starter’s crease for the morning skate and Mrazek also on 
the ice. Reimer, who last played April 1 against Chicago, 
again will be a healthy scratch. 

“How do you keep them sharp? I don’t know if rotating three 
keeps them all sharp,” Brind’Amour said Thursday morning. 
“You’ve got to make sure we’re doing the right things to win 
the games and keep sharp.  

“Does that mean we have to double up one guy? That’s the 
conversation. How do we keep them sharp, who needs to 
start? We’ve got three guys that we obviously have faith in, 
and we’re going at it day by day.” 

Brind’Amour has shown some irritation in recent days when 
asked how he would handle a three-goalie situation. His 
answer: The Canes have three good options.  

The lineup 

With forward Brock McGinn still sidelined with an upper-body 
injury, the Canes will have the same lineup from Tuesday, 
with no line or defensive changes. 

The game against the Panthers will be the sixth this season 
— the Canes are 4-0-1 against a team they’re battling at the 
top of the Central Division along with Tampa Bay. 

“The toughest now is that we’re playing almost every other 
day, and it’s about being mentally sharp for each game,” 
forward Warren Foegele said Thursday. “Especially with this 
last month of the season left, every point is crucial, so I think 
it’s preparing for every game and we need these points.” 

Panthers trade 

The Panthers had a trade Thursday with the Chicago 
Blackhawks and two players involved have Canes 
connections.  

The Panthers acquired center Lucas Wallmark and 
defenseman Lucas Carlsson in exchange for defenseman 
Riley Stillman forward Brett Connolly, the restricted free 
agent rights to forward Henrik Borgstrom and a 2021 
seventh-round draft pick. 

Wallmark played for the Canes until traded last year at the 
deadline to the Panthers, who later sent him to Chicago. 
Stillman is the son of former Canes forward Cory Stillman, 
now an assistant coach at Arizona. Riley Stillman played 
Tuesday against the Canes.
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The Canes down the stretch: Who needs to step up, trade targets, what happens? 

By Sara Civian 

There hasn’t been much to complain about at any point in 
the Hurricanes’ 2020-21 season. They’ve remained top five 
leaguewide in so many metrics — first in power play 
percentage, second in faceoff wins, fourth in fewest goals 
allowed per game — and they’re currently sitting at first in 
the Central with a 27-9-3 record (57 points). They just swept 
Florida, the former No. 1 team, decisively. 

“These guys know they’re never out of a game,” head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said after Tuesday’s win. “They play hard. 
That’s what I love about them. At the end of the day, you go 
up and down our lineup, everybody plays hard.” 

Still, there’s always room for improvement when you’re trying 
to contend for a Cup, and there’s a difficult last month of the 
season ahead, with two more games against Florida, Tampa 
Bay and Dallas, and four more games against Nashville. The 
Hurricanes have a few developing situations that could 
warrant trade-deadline improvement in different ways if they 
are so inclined. They have a bad problem — it doesn’t seem 
like consistency machine Teuvo Teravainen will be back in 
the lineup anytime soon. They also have a good problem, 
with a surplus of serviceable, NHL-level goalies — one could 
be a trade chip. 

“I mean, we’re always thinking we can be better but really, 
I’m extremely happy with our group,” Brind’Amour said 
Thursday. “It would really have to be something special to 
really tweak this lineup to make it better. We’re obviously 
looking, Donnie (Waddell) is talking all the time, but I don’t 
know how much is going to — or needs to — get done.” 

For the Hurricanes to not only make the playoffs but take that 
final step into a true contention window, The Athletic broke 
down how the remainder of the season needs to unfold. We’ll 
administer a vibe check on several players, look at a few 
trade targets and predict how the rest of the schedule plays 
out. Shout out to Jeremy Rutherford for the idea. 

Who has to step up? 

Before you read this section (No cheating!) I want you to 
think about it for yourself. I can almost guarantee you’re 
struggling to think of more than three players. What a 
testament to the Hurricanes’ depth, eh? And as much as we 
might hate to admit it, I know the first person we’re all 
thinking of. 

Andrei Svechnikov: From the beginning of this season, you 
started to objectively notice that the referees seem extra 
hard on Svechnikov. It’s something most future NHL stars 
generally go through whether that’s fair or not. I asked Rod 
Brind’Amour — who is currently on probation for speaking 
out against the officials during the 2020 playoffs — if he was 
seeing what the rest of us were seeing. 

“You’re gonna get me in trouble,” he half-joked on Jan. 31. “I 
just think the younger guys, they don’t get the benefit of the 
doubt. You gotta earn that respect, that trust with the 

referees over time on calls. I don’t think it’s just Svech in 
general, I think it’s all young guys. That’s just kind of how it 
works.” 

Since then it’s only gotten worse, but so have his actual 
penalties — and he’s not going to win the good graces of the 
officials like that. His 15 minor penalty minutes rank 10th 
highest in the league, and some of the penalties have 
directly led to unfortunate goals allowed. It’s created this 
awkward chicken-or-the-egg scenario and has resulted in an 
underwhelming overall performance to his standards — with 
an emphasis on “to his standards.” 

He’s got 10 goals and 28 points in 39 games, but he’s only 
got two assists in his last five, and the penalties remain 
problematic. This is a delicate situation because the same 
bullishness and ability to take over a game that is creating all 
these grey areas is exactly what makes Svechnikov so 
special. I think this is why Brind’Amour is sort of taking the 
“everyone remain calm, let him work this out himself” 
approach. 

“He takes a lot of penalties because he’s just tenacious and 
he’s trying to go,” Brind’Amour said recently. “You see he 
gets a lot of stick infractions, where he’s on a second and 
third effort. It’s not a lack of effort. He’s still learning…There’s 
a lot of learning process that’s going on for him. He’s still a 
young man.” 

My take? Svechnikov’s “struggles” have highlighted how 
much depth this team has, and have sort of paved the way 
for Martin Necas‘ breakout with his time next to Sebastian 
Aho and Nino Niederreiter. You look around the league lately 
and see some of these younger star players being benched 
or talked down to, and then you look at the stats over the 
next few weeks — it’s objectively not helping the player or 
their teams. You can call this generation soft all you want, 
but the old coaching techniques simply aren’t working 
anymore. I’ve talked a lot about how Brind’Amour knows 
exactly how to walk that edge and get through to 
millennials/early Zoomers, and his handling of Svechnikov 
right now is another example of that. 

I’m sure this would be a different conversation if the Canes 
were losing, but I’m also sure the leash would be tighter if 
that were the case. Regardless, we’ll cross that bridge if we 
come to it. 

Who can help? 

The Canes have expressed numerous times that they’re 
seeking a right-shot defenseman if anything at this deadline 
(or some help up front if intriguing enough). 

This is another one of those situations that in a vacuum 
might seem unnecessary — and honestly without a vacuum 
doesn’t seem incredibly urgent. But we’ve learned in his 2.5 
years at the helm that if former defenseman Don Waddell 
likes one thing, it’s keeping his defense stocked. 
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And zooming back into why these Hurricanes in their current 
situation could use a right-shot defenseman: 1. They run the 
contemporary power play format. 2. Top defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton’s future with the Canes is in question. 3. The 
expansion draft adds an element of strategy where teams 
are trying to pre-emptively make up for what they might lose 
in June. 

So, fine, the Hurricanes might eventually need the right-shot 
defenseman they crave, even if Taylor Hall watch would’ve 
been more fun. 

If we’re staying true to the “Who can help?” question, it’s sort 
of funny to point out that former Hurricanes Justin Faulk and 
Sami Vatanen fit the bill. But the Hurricanes took a rare L on 
Vatanen at the previous trade deadline and probably don’t 
want to open that revolving door. 

Josh Manson: As Pierre LeBrun has been reporting, the 
Hurricanes have been asking the Ducks about Manson, but 
the price is a first-round pick and a prospect. In the words of 
Brind’Amour, “I don’t know how much needs to get done,” — 
but definitely not that much. 

As both LeBrun and I can confirm, the Hurricanes are 
currently doing their due diligence on everyone, as they 
should. You never know what might pop up. 

Other than that, though, I agree with Brind’Amour — they’ve 
got to find something really special if they want to make any 
changes to this already special team. That’s why I think 
virtually any other trades that could be made aren’t really 
worth it. 

Possible options in the “making trades just to make trades 
but could eventually work out” conversation: David Savard, 
Erik Gudbranson, a mystery box of half of the Buffalo 
Sabres. 

As Brind’Amour has clearly been getting at, it’s all about the 
ask. For anything worthwhile, the ask will be a lot. So what’s 
the point? 

Who wins? 

Rutherford will be hearing from my lawyer later for 
introducing this concept, but I also sort of love it. 

So, I’m going to predict the outcomes of every single 
Hurricanes game remaining in April, going series-by-series. 

Saturday-and-Monday vs. Detroit: This screams trap series 
and you know it — especially right after a successful series 
against the Panthers. The Hurricanes have dropped two of 
five games against the Red Wings, and both losses have 
come in the second game of a series. So let’s call this a split, 
win the first game lose the second. 

Thursday-and-Saturday vs. Nashville: Gotta finish off the 
homestand strong, and the Hurricanes are undefeated 
against the Predators. They’ve found a new gear, recently, 
though so it won’t be easy. I predict some sort of brutal 
overtime situation and at least one — maybe two — 
Hurricanes wins. 

Monday-and-Tuesday at Tampa Bay: A back-to-back on the 
road against the Lightning? In this economy? Tampa Bay 
has been inconsistent as of late, but they’re still the 
Lightning. Could this be the last time the Canes drop two in a 
row this season? Depends on which Lightning goalies are 
healthy. 

Thursday-and-Saturday at Florida: My God, JR, why are we 
doing this? 

Monday-and-Tuesday at Dallas: The Panthers are a little too 
cocky coming off a sweep of the Red Wings and their 
playoffs already cinched, and the Canes sweep them. 

Thursday vs. Detroit: The Hurricanes have died of dysentery. 

How it plays out? 

Who steps up: Svechnikov is going to figure it out, and he 
and the Hurricanes will be better off for letting him work 
through this. 

Who helps: I honestly don’t think a significant trade will be 
made. I’ve respected Brind’Amour’s steadfast belief in this 
exact group since the last offseason when he said he didn’t 
think any changes needed to happen. I think they’ve got it. 

Who wins:  

I said it one month ago not knowing LabarDown herself was 
taking notes, but I confirm my take today.
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NHL power rankings: Blasts from the past, disrespecting the Panthers and Hurricanes 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille 

As of three weeks ago, The Athletic has weekly NHL power 
rankings. Yes, it happened. Yes, we’re using this exact same 
lede in each one. It’ll be 69 weeks in and we’ll still say “As of 
69 weeks ago.” Calm down. We’re back with another 
installment this week, and we’ll be back every week until 
we’re old and grey and tired of ranking teams every week. 

Here are the basic ground rules.  

• The methodology here is as simple as it gets. We each 
rank the teams, from 1-31, then take the average, and voila. 
(Dom made a dedicated spreadsheet for this because of 
course he did.) It’s not going to be based solely on past 
performance, current hot streaks or future potential. 
Numbers will figure into it prominently, but if you want stat-
model stuff, we’ve got you covered elsewhere. This is 
something different. 

• From there, we’ll choose 10 or so teams to go back-and-
forth on; that might be because we disagree on the 
placement. It might be because we each have something 
meaningful to say. It might be because we each want to 
make jokes about the teams, or each other. We’ll see. 

• We want this to be fun, and we’re not locked into a format 
beyond going from No. 1 to No. 31. Some rankings might 
have themes. Some of those themes might be unexpected. If 
you have ideas — or just suggestions on how to make this a 
destination for you, each Friday — we’d love to hear them. 
You’re why we’re doing this in the first place. 

• If two teams are tied, the team with the most wins gets the 
nod. 

It’s the weekend before the trade deadline, so for each of the 
top 18 teams, we picked one player from their 2005-06 roster 
to “trade” to the current roster (with one exception from a 
pesky expansion team). Dom was starting his freshman year 
of high school that season so it’s unlikely he will be an asset 
during this exercise. Sean was a sophomore in college, so 
he doesn’t remember a ton from that stretch, albeit for 
different reasons. He purposefully picked a year without any 
analytics so that Dom would have to use points and plus-
minus only. 

Cue up Pennywise. It’s time to go. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Last week: 1 
Record: 26-9-4, 56 points 
Dom rank: 1 
Sean rank: 1 

2005-06 addition: Joe Sakic. Maybe the toughest choice of 
all these, since Rob Blake was on the board, but “second-
line center Joe Sakic” is a very funny concept. MacKinnon-
Sakic-Kadri down the middle. Ding. Also, David Aebischer 
was the Avs starter that year with a .900 save percentage. 
We can’t even find Philipp Grubauer a backup in fantasy-
land. 

Sean: Not even an 8-3 loss to the Wild can slow The Shot 
Parade. Managing that score despite a 32-19 shots 

advantage is deeply impressive. Also, the Avs haven’t lost a 
Corsi battle since Feb. 16. What were we doing on Feb. 16? 

Dom: Probably wondering when the 7-4-1 Avalanche would 
start looking like the Juggernaut we all expected them to be. 
I don’t think I’ve ever seen a team this good. It’s almost as if 
there shouldn’t even be a team ranked second, just out of 
respect. 

2. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last week: 5 
Record: 27-10-3, 57 points 
Dom rank: 3 
Sean rank: 3 

2005-06 addition: Mats Sundin. Just so Sheldon Keefe could 
still find a way to put Wayne Simmons on the top power play. 
And for some sweet Mats to Matts goals, of course. But 
seriously, adding Sundin to a team with Auston Matthews, 
John Tavares, Joe Thornton and Jason Spezza just sounds 
fun. 

Dom: We had a three-way tie for second between Toronto, 
Carolina and Tampa Bay and I was in charge of the tie-
breaker this week. What, you think I’m not going to choose 
one that favours Canada’s Favourite Team™? This is not the 
place for professionalism. 

Sean: I’m OK with the xGF tiebreaker. Had to veto the first 
suggestion, which was “number of players named Timothy 
Liljegren,” but this is fine. 

Dom: Thank you for not mentioning the second suggestion 
which was “team with the best boy on it.” That also obviously 
would’ve gone to the Leafs. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last week: 3 
Record: 27-9-3, 57 points 
Dom rank: 4 
Sean rank: 2 

2005-06 addition: Eric Staal. Is Don Waddell desperate 
enough for a right D to pass on 100-point Eric Staal for 
Aaron Ward? Probably not. Hopefully not. Ironic that Cam 
Ward isn’t the pick, since the Hurricanes spent more than a 
decade hoping the 2006 version would magically appear. 

Dom: The Hurricanes knew we would disrespect them in the 
power rankings by placing them third and preemptively 
tweeted about it. 

Sean: I sincerely wonder what would have to happen for you 
to put them ahead of the Leafs. Is it a playoff win? It feels like 
it’d only happen with a playoff win. Doing this every week 
has really hammered home, for me, how important the 
concept of “playing more than six teams” is for developing 
opinions.  

Dom: This is all a long con to bother close personal friend 
and Hurricanes assistant general manager Eric Tulsky. 

Sean: There is, in fact, no greater sign of disrespect. 
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4. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last week: 2 
Record: 27-11-2, 56 points 
Dom rank: 2 
Sean rank: 4 

2005-06 addition: Martin St. Louis. Not his best season (31G, 
30A) but an opportunity to port St. Louis into the current era 
of NHL Short Kings cannot be missed. Also, they may need 
to replace Steven Stamkos. 

Even the Lightning’s “slumps”  are … not really slumps. 
Before breaking out on Thursday against the Blue Jackets, 
Tampa had lost five of seven. They had an expected goals 
percentage under 53.8 percent in just two of those games. 
Lots of shots, not a lot of goals … and then on Thursday, 
boom, the dam breaks. Shout out to Ross Colton, who has 
six goals in his first 14 career games, including four already 
in April. He is our Mark Donk of the week. Big Donk energy: 
The Lightning are now officially bringing it. 

5. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last week: 4 
Record: 25-11-2, 52 points 
Dom rank: 5 
Sean rank: 5 

2005-06 addition: Pavel Datsyuk. Welp, Vegas didn’t have a 
team, so might as well cheat by taking a page out of the 
expansion draft playbook and picking one player from one of 
the 15 teams who don’t qualify. Detroit isn’t using him and 
Vegas desperately needs an elite first line center so Datsyuk 
is the easy choice. Imagine prime Datsyuk playing with prime 
Mark Stone? Does Corsi even go that high? 

The top five teams are on lockdown every week. Maybe the 
Islanders can sneak in there one day, but for now it’s looking 
like some combination of Colorado, Tampa Bay, Toronto, 
Carolina, and Vegas. This week, the Golden Knights get the 
short end of the stick as the team stuck at the bottom of the 
top-five pecking order. 

Losing to a Blues team that forgot how to win for over a 
month is the main reason why, but it’s also because the team 
has dropped four of its last five. Vegas has the lowest points 
percentage of the top five teams and also the lowest 
expected goals percentage. That should satisfy the two most 
vocal critics of power rankings: People who only look at the 
standings, and people who only look at expected goals. 

6. New York Islanders 

Last week: 8 
Record: 26-10-4, 56 points 
Dom rank: 6 
Sean rank: 6 

2005-06 addition: General manager Mike Milbury. It’s just 
before the trade deadline and I want to see some crazy shit. 
Give me Milbury for just one weekend. Please. 

Sean: In the first Islanders write-up here, we begged for Lou 
Lamoriello to replace Anders Lee, and our guy came 
through. Kyle Palmieri may well wind up as the most 
impactful forward addition for anyone. First-line winger, 
replacement for the captain, blah blah — I also feel like 

people are underestimating what he could mean to what’s 
been a legitimately bad Isles power play. 

Dom: From 2017 to 2020, here are the top five players in 
terms of power-play goals-per-60: David Pastrnak, Mika 
Zibanejad, Steven Stamkos, Patrik Laine and Auston 
Matthews. Palmieri is sixth. He’s a weapon. My only fear is 
that all his shooting power comes from his beard, which 
mysteriously vanished from Newark to Long Island. 

7. Minnesota Wild 

Last week: 9 
Record: 24-12-2, 50 points 
Dom rank: 7 
Sean rank: 9 

2005-06 addition: Brian Rolston. It hurts to pass on Marian 
Gaborik, but the Wild — good as they are — need another 
center. Badly. And Rolston had the best season of his career 
in ‘05-06. Stick him with Kirill Kaprizov. 

Dom: Two impressive wins over the Golden Knights last 
week and then the Wild handed the Avalanche their first loss 
in 15 games, an 8-3 drubbing, no less. Minnesota is for real 
and for the first time ever are fun. How can you not love 
these guys? 

Sean: Gaborik was fun! The rise of Kaprizov has led to 
Marian Gaborik-on-the-Wild erasure! Sad! Honestly, I think 
I’m finally finished thinking of them as The True Neutral NHL 
franchise. It happened recently, but I’m there. 

8. Washington Capitals 

Last week: 7 
Record: 25-11-4, 54 points 
Dom rank: 9 
Sean rank: 7 

2005-06 addition: Uhh, well, the 2005-06 Capitals were god 
awful so this is actually hard. Like, Dainius Zubrus… I 
guess? The Capitals could use another top nine winger and 
Zubrus did score 57 points that season. There isn’t a 
defenceman on the roster worth considering. 

The Capitals have lost four of their last six after rattling off an 
incredible midseason run. That hot stretch has given them a 
lot of leeway in the standings, but a loss to Boston last night 
combined with an Islanders win means Washington has 
dropped out of first place in the East. We’ve had some 
doubts regarding just how elite the Capitals are and they’ve 
had a few defensive issues over this recent lull. Washington 
has lost the expected goals battle at five-on-five in five 
straight games as a result. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last week: 6 
Record: 25-13-2, 52 points 
Dom rank: 8 
Sean rank: 8 

2005-06 addition: Mario Lemieux. Ron Hextall is looking for 
size down the middle. He’s pretty big. Probably can help on 
the (21.4 percent) power play a bit. A good excuse to 
remember that Lemieux had 22 points in 26 games on a 
demolished hip. He was 40. 
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Weird week for the Penguins. After going up 1-0 on the 
Bruins at the first intermission, they spent the ensuing five 
periods combining bad luck and brutal decisions. End result: 
A 7-5 loss to Boston and an 8-4 loss to the Rangers. A big 
reason they are where they are, though: zero three-game 
losing streaks. That’s alive after a pretty decisive Thursday 
win over the Rangers. Their bottom-six depth could be as 
good as it’s been in a while, and their shot-attempt and 
expected-goals percentage are both above 50 and trending 
upward. When Radim Zohorna is scoring Nathan MacKinnon 
goals to steady the ship, something is going right. 

10. Florida Panthers 

Last week: 10 
Record: 26-11-4, 56 points 
Dom rank: 11 
Sean rank: 10 

2005-06 addition: Jay Bouwmeester. They need a left-side 
replacement for Aaron Ekblad. Enter 22-year-old JayBouw. 
He had 46 points that season. Problem solved. 

We’ve taken a fair amount of flack for, uh, perceived 
disrespect of the Panthers. Not fair — only one of us actually 
hates them. In any case, “they’re ahead of the Hurricanes in 
the standings” doesn’t hold water anymore. Because they’re 
not. What we do know about the Panthers is that they’re 
good — ninth in goals percentage, seventh in expected goals 
percentage — and they’re trying to get better. GM Bill Zito 
clearing out Brett Connolly’s contract ahead of the trade 
deadline was fun to see. Maybe they’ll acquire Vincent 
Trocheck. 

11. Boston Bruins 

Last week: 11 
Record: 21-10-6, 48 points 
Dom rank: 10 
Sean rank: 11 

2005-06 addition: 37-year-old Brian Leetch was apparently 
on this team and while he was probably washed, I can only 
imagine he’ll be a massive improvement over whatever a 
Jakub Zboril is. 

Are the Bruins… back? They’ve won back-to-back games 
without Charlie McAvoy – dressing a defence corps that can 
best be described as Matt Grzelcyk plus five children in a 
trenchcoat – and starting some guy named Jeremy 
Swayman in goal. It’s amazing how much crap a team 
playing at a 106-point pace is getting, but then you watch 
them, and it’s completely understandable. This team needs 
some more scoring and at least one more top four defender. 
The depth just isn’t there. 

12. Winnipeg Jets 

Last week: 12 
Record: 24-13-3, 51 points 
Dom rank: 13 
Sean rank: 12 

2005-06 addition: Remember the Atlanta Thrashers? Well, 
the 2005-06 version was basically the current version of the 
Jets. Superstars up front, very little depth behind them and 
Greg de Vries leading the way on defence, baby. Might as 

well lean into this team’s strengths and just add another 
superstar forward. Ilya Kovalchuk is hard to resist, but I’m 
going to go with Marian Hossa to add a bit more defensive 
presence to the squad. 

Another night, another classic Jets performance. Outshot 38-
26, but won the game 4-2 anyways, capped off by an empty-
netter assisted by Mark Scheifele. It doesn’t get more Jets-y 
than that. To their credit, the scoring chance and expected 
goals count was much closer and Winnipeg has looked much 
better in those categories of late. Maybe one day we’ll move 
them up from 12th where we have them every week.  

13. Edmonton Oilers 

Last week: 13 
Record: 25-14-2, 52 points 
Dom rank: 12 
Sean rank: 13 

2005-06 addition: Chris Pronger. Almost galaxy-brained this 
one because the Oilers need a left wing and third-line center 
so badly, and Ryan Smyth and Jarrett Stoll were both 60-
plus-point guys that season, but … it’s Pronger. He almost 
dragged them to a Stanley Cup. Also, he’d be their third-best 
defenseman today, and he’s 46. What am I saying? 

Temp check on Mike Smith: A .922 save percentage. The 
18th-best goals saved above expected in the league. 
Stopped 39 of 40 shots against the Senators on Thursday. 
Just feels like something bad is due to happen there. 

Temp check on Connor McDavid: 

14. Montreal Canadiens 

Last week: 14 
Record: 17-11-9, 43 points 
Dom rank: 15 
Sean rank: 14 

2005-06 addition: Cristobal Huet. I figure this team could use 
a starting goaltender. 

No team in the league has a better goals percentage at five-
on-five than Montreal, who earn 60 percent of the goals 
there. On special teams, they’re only minus-two thanks to a 
league-leading eight shorthanded goals. This should be an 
elite team and yet, they’re not. They’re average. Overtime 
has killed them all season where Montreal is 2-9 on the year. 
Lucky for them, there are no gimmicks in overtime come 
playoff time, and that might make them a sneaky scary team 
come May. 

15. New York Rangers 

Last week: 15 
Record: 18-16-5, 41 points 
Dom rank: 14 
Sean rank: 15 

2005-06 addition: Jaromir Jagr. The Rangers needed centers 
back then, too. Jagr carried Michael Nylander to 79 points 
and had 123 for himself. It’s a Pronger situation: Don’t 
overthink it, and enjoy a left-wing depth chart that goes Jagr, 
Panarin, Kreider, Lafreniere. A real “Why don’t they just 
make the entire plane out of the black box” situation. 
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The Athletic NHL power rankings loves the Rangers, a lovely 
young team with underlying numbers better than their record 
suggests!  

*Five seconds later*  

We regret to inform you the Rangers controlled 37 percent of 
the expected goals in a 5-2 loss to Pittsburgh. Progress isn’t 
linear, et cetera, et cetera. The Rangers are still capable of 
wreaking havoc in the East down the stretch. 

16. Nashville Predators 

Last week: 16 
Record: 22-18-1, 45 points 
Dom rank: 16 
Sean rank: 16 

2005-06 addition: Paul Kariya is the obvious choice as his 85 
points that year remains a franchise record. Nashville doesn’t 
need another winger, but maybe an elite one can finally get 
the most out of the team’s parade of overpaid centers. 

Sean: Still mad at the Preds for this run, man. A month ago, 
they were on track to move, like, five of the 10 most 
interesting guys. Now me and McIndoe are going to have to 
fill the deadline live blog by grading the TV panel’s haircuts 
or something, and it’s their fault. Stupid. Inconsiderate. 

Dom: Honestly, they should still do it. Keep all those guys 
just to get swept by the Hurricanes or Lightning? No thanks. 

Sean: Playoff gate revenue talks, and bullshit walks. We’ll 
see. 

17. Arizona Coyotes 

Last week: 21 
Record: 19-16-5, 43 points 
Dom rank: 17 
Sean rank: 17 

2005-06 addition: Shane Doan. Congrats, Shane! You get to 
play for fringey playoff team in Arizona. 

Dom: The Coyotes… did not wear their Kachina jerseys once 
this week? How dare they. Despite that uniform travesty, the 
desert dogs still moved up four spots in the rankings as it’s 
become very clear they’re the front-runner for that final 
playoff spot in the West. Blowing 3-1 third period leads to the 
Kings won’t help them keep that spot for long though. 

Sean: I feel like we’re going to see Jacob Chychrun pop up 
on some Norris ballots. Also, what you said about the Preds 
applies doubly here. Nothing that has happened or will 
happen this weekend should stop them from making a single 
move. 

18. St. Louis Blues 

Last week: 17 
Record: 17-16-6, 40 points 
Dom rank: 18 
Sean rank: 18 

2005-06 addition: I was a small child in 2005, but I vaguely 
remember being excited for hockey being back and Keith 
Tkachuk being absolutely out of shape after the lockout. Is 
this a real thing? Is my memory making things up? Either 

way, he had 36 points in 41 games, a season so good that 
Brian Burke, in his new book, admitted he was considering 
trading SECOND OVERALL PICK BOBBY RYAN FOR HIM. 
The 2000s were different, man. Imagine the Kings trading 
Quinton Byfield for like, Mats Zuccarello. 

Colton Parayko is back, and that’s good news in theory for 
the Blues, except he’s not quite back just yet. He’s looked 
brutal in his first two games and in order for the Blues to 
crawl out of their hole, they need his consistent steady 
presence on the back-end. St. Louis beat Vegas Wednesday 
to end a seven-game losing streak, but this is still a team 
that’s dropped 12 of its last 15. The fact they’re still in the 
playoff race at all despite that kind of collapse speaks 
volumes about the West division. 

19. Dallas Stars 

Last week: 19 
Record: 14-14-10, 38 points 
Dom rank: 19 
Sean rank: 19 

Sean: Shapiro tweeted today that the Stars “don’t view 
themselves as sellers,” and while part of me gets it — I 
remember last season, and I know how they’ve dealt with 
injuries — their 5v5 percentages have been in a nosedive, 
and they’re battling two other deeply mediocre teams for that 
last Central playoff spot. It’s really tough to imagine it 
working out in any real way. Just one of those years. 

Dom: You know who the Stars could really use: Tyler Seguin 
and Ben Bishop. Weren’t they supposed to be ready to roll 
by the end of March? Also, a healthy Alex Radulov wouldn’t 
hurt either. That’s a lot of value out of the lineup right now 
and I could see the Stars going on a little run if those guys 
come back. 

20. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last week: 18 
Record: 18-18-5, 41 points 
Dom rank: 21 
Sean rank: 20 

Can’t knock the Blackhawks all that much for dropping 
games against juggernauts like the Hurricanes and 
Predators. It’s wild to think that Chicago, absent Nashville’s 
recent tear, would still be in the driver’s seat for the playoffs. 
Maybe the Preds are doing them a favor; now, there’s no 
reason for Stan Bowman to do anything other than play cap 
financier and add future assets at the deadline. If they were 
in fourth place in the Central despite a minus-17 goal 
differential and underwater (and trending downward) 5v5 
metrics, things could’ve gotten weird. But they’re in fifth 
place, so sell away. 

21. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last week: 22 
Record: 18-15-6, 42 points 
Dom rank: 20 
Sean rank: 22 

Our weekly Carter Hart jokes were starting to feel mean, so 
we both appreciate his last three games. The Flyers didn’t 
win any of them, but Hart looked competent enough to 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 9, 2021 

 

remind everyone that the last couple months are more likely 
to be a blip on the radar than anything else. Corey Pronman 
had a nice deep dive on that whole deal earlier this week. 
Encouraging losses are still losses, though, and the Flyers 
continue to have no reason to add at the trade deadline. 

22. Calgary Flames 

Last week: 20 
Record: 16-21-3, 35 points 
Dom rank: 24 
Sean rank: 21 

Dom: Every week I do the dirty work of deciding who writes 
about each team and which team deserves to have both of 
us chime in on them. This week, I felt it was necessary that 
we both say how we really feel about the Flames. 

Here we go: They suck.  

Sean, anything to add? 

Sean: Hmm. Darryl Sutter had a good line this week about 
Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk: “They’ve played 
together on the power play since Christ was a child, so they 
should be able to do it five-on-five.” Funny, and probably 
incorrect. 

Dom: “Funny, and probably incorrect” is also how I felt about 
the Flames hiring Darryl Sutter. 

23. San Jose Sharks 

Last week: 25 
Record: 17-17-4, 38 points 
Dom rank: 22 
Sean rank: 24 

Sean: I really tried to do my part and keep them at 24. 

Dom: The folks in the comments section got to me. I am 
weak, and unfortunately, they won the tie-breaker over the 
next team. 

Sean: Plenty of things have made me wonder if we’ve been 
trapped in some sort of time loop since 2016. Hearing that 
Patrick Marleau would “seriously consider” a trade to a 
contender is one of them. Didn’t we just do this? Like, a few 
times? 

Dom: Contenders looking at Marleau’s stats: 

24. Los Angeles Kings 

Last week: 23 
Record: 15-17-6, 34 points 
Dom rank: 23 
Sean rank: 23 

The Kings had lost six of seven going into Wednesday’s tilt 
against the Coyotes, a predictable regression for a team 
many expected to be one of the league’s worst. They had a 
gutsy 4-3 comeback win to stop the bleeding, but there’s still 
a lot of work to be done if this team has any aspirations of 
making the playoffs. At eight percent, they remain a long 
shot. 

25. Vancouver Canucks 

Last week: 26 
Record: 16-18-3, 35 points 
Dom rank: 26 
Sean rank: 25 

The Canucks would save roughly $30 million per year (this is 
not an exaggeration) if they had just one person in the front 
office who said “No, don’t do that” anytime Jim Benning and 
Co. wanted to do that. “That” in this case is some 
preposterously bad signing for a bottom-of-the-lineup player 
that somehow puts a bottom-tier team right up against the 
salary cap. This time it was signing Tanner Pearson to a 
three-year deal worth $3.25 million per season. Sure. Great 
idea. 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last week: 24 
Record: 15-19-8, 38 points 
Dom rank: 25 
Sean rank: 26 

Despite the season struggles, Columbus appeared to have 
found a way to live rent-free in Tampa Bay’s head all season 
going 3-1-1 in the first five meetings including a dominant 4-2 
win on Tuesday. The natural order was restored on Thursday 
with Tampa Bay dominating Columbus, putting up an effort 
that was much closer to the talent discrepancy between the 
two clubs. It’s amazing how far the Blue Jackets have fallen 
since their playoff tilt against the Lightning less than a year 
ago. They’re the worst team in the league by expected goals 
percentage. 

27. New Jersey Devils 

Last week: 27 
Record: 14-18-6, 34 points 
Dom rank: 27 
Sean rank: 27 

It was an easy joke made by lazy fools. 

Honestly, though, the right way to think about the Devils 
trade with the Islanders might be as two separate trades: A 
first-round pick for Kyle Palmieri, and a fourth-round pick for 
Travis Zajac. That sounds about right. The next step for New 
Jersey is re-signing Palmieri, though, because if he doesn’t 
sign there, he’s gonna stay on Long Island, and if he stays 
on Long Island, he’s going to continue freaking everyone out 
with his Lou-mandated beardless look. Good work by Connor 
Carrick, by the way. 

28. Ottawa Senators 

Last week: 28 
Record: 13-24-4, 30 points 
Dom rank: 28 
Sean rank: 28 

Dumping a goalie coach in the middle of the season is a bad 
sign for the Senators, and a really bad sign for Matt Murray. 
A lot of people have tried a lot of stuff to get him right over 
the last few years, and he’s still working on his second 
consecutive season with a save percentage starting in “8.” 
Three years left at a $6.25 AAV, by the way. As for the rest 
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of the team, you may be aware that they completed their 0-
for-9 against the Oilers, but this was wild. 

29. Detroit Red Wings 

Last week: 29 
Record: 13-23-6, 32 points 
Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 29 

The Red Wings were on a nice little run since mid-March, 
going 5-6-2 which is basically elite for a team that’s been a 
tire fire for half a decade. Last night they reminded us that 
they are still indeed quite awful, getting blown out 7-1 by a 
Predators that was missing Filip Forsberg, Matt Duchene, 
Eeli Tolvanen and Ryan Ellis – and is willingly playing Ben 
Harpur. That’s the second 7-1 loss to Nashville over the last 
two weeks. 

30. Anaheim Ducks 

Last week: 30 
Record: 12-21-7, 31 points 
Dom rank: 30 
Sean rank: 30 

Can the Ducks just make a trade or something? They’ve lost 
10 of 13 and don’t have Trevor Zegras on the NHL roster 
anymore. Send Rickard Rakell to the Bruins or whatever and 
get it over with. I’m tired of writing about them. Been two 
straight weeks. Gotta find some different way to break it up. 
This is Sean, btw. 

Dom: I’m sorry I keep giving you the Ducks, I promise it won’t 
happen again next week. 

31. Buffalo Sabres 

Last week: 31 
Record: 9-24-6, 24 points 
Dom rank: 31 
Sean rank: 31 

Dom: The Sabres going on a five-game point streak 
immediately after ending an 18-game losing streak feels 
completely on-brand for this wacky season. It was nice to 
see a 6-3 loss last night to get things back on track though. I 
just really hope Buffalo finds a good home for Taylor Hall. He 
doesn’t deserve this. 

Sean: The Oilers need a left wing. 

Dom: I hear Ryan Smyth is available.
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Hurricanes’ Trocheck stings Panthers again, Nedeljkovic posts 3-0 shutout 

By Cory Lavalette 

Vincent Trocheck stayed red-shot against his former team, 
scoring for the sixth straight game against the Panthers and 
adding an assist on Sebastian Aho’s power play goal to lead 
the Carolina Hurricanes to a 3-0 win Thursday at PNC 
Arena. 

Alex Nedeljkovic posted his third shutout of the season with 
24 saves, and Martin Necas had an empty-net goal and an 
assist. 

Three Thoughts 

1. Special teams were the difference in the game. Aho’s 
goal, a one-timer from his knee set up by Trocheck, gave the 
Hurricanes a lead they’d never relinquish. The top-ranked 
power play did its job, and the penalty kill was even better. 

Carolina limited Florida to just two shots on goal in four 
power plays and again blanked its opponent. The Hurricanes 
have allowed just one power play goal in 11 opportunities 
through five games in April. 

“Tonight, special teams won us the game,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “Our penalty kill was really sharp. 
Ned’s a big part of that, but I don’t know how many shots we 
gave up … but it wasn’t much on the penalty kill. That’s 
huge. They have a really good power play. That was, I think, 
the game. 

“And then our power play, obviously, got us a nice one. So, 
special teams are big.” 

2. Nedeljkovic rewarded Brind’Amour’s decision to give him a 
start, solidifying his place as one of Carolina’s top two 
goalies along with Petr Mrazek. While Carolina’s team 
defense slowed the speedy Panthers in a way they couldn’t 
Tuesday, there were still tough stops to be made — 
specifically because of the net-front traffic created by Patric 
Hornqvist. 

“He’s a tough guy to play against,” Nedeljkovic said of 
Hornqvist. “He’s got a knack for finding pucks in front of the 
net there, and he knows how to do it. … He’s got good hand-
eye, he’s tipping pucks. Power play, he’s always in front of 
the net. Whenever it seems like there’s a scrum or 
something going on, he seems to be the one involved. So 
he’s a hard worker and tough guy to control.” 

3. The two-game sweep of the Panthers elevated Carolina to 
the top spot in the Central Division with 57 points in 38 
games — one more than both Tampa Bay (40 games) and 
Florida (41 games). Only Toronto has as many points as the 
Hurricanes, though Carolina has one game in hand. As for 

point percentage, the Hurricanes are first at .731, followed by 
the Avalanche (.718) and the Maple Leafs (.712) 

Number To Know 

16:08 — Ice time for Jordan Martinook in Thursday’s win. It’s 
the most the forward has played since he logged 17:12 on 
Feb. 26, 2019, in a 6-1 Carolina win over the Kings. While 
that may seem like a trivial statistic, there’s a reason for it. 

Martinook logged 2:11 on the penalty kill and again played 
on Jordan Staal’s wing with the difficult assignment of 
handling Florida captain Aleksander Barkov’s line. Those 
minutes probably aren’t available if not for the injury to Brock 
McGinn, and Martinook’s ability to effectively step into a 
bigger role— as several Hurricanes have done throughout 
this season — is the reason Carolina is atop the league 
standings. 

“It’s what it’s been all year and in the entire organization ever 
since I stepped foot here and started playing pro,” said 
Nedeljkovic, someone who can surely relate to rising to an 
opportunity. “It’s been that next-guy-up mentality, and I think 
you’ve seen it a lot this year. Obviously, we’ve had some 
injuries and some COVID stuff going on. The next guy in has 
got to go out and perform. He gets put in the lineup and he’s 
playing, he’s not just kind of sitting on the bench.” 

They Said It 

“I don’t know. That word, who knows? What the expectation 
is, I can tell you that. I know what that is, and that’s to be the 
last team standing.” 

— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour when asked about his 
team’s potential 

Plus 

Vincent Trocheck, Hurricanes center — At this point, 
Trocheck is just toying with the Panthers. Not only did 
Trocheck have the pass on Aho’s icebreaking power play 
goal in the first, but he also scored for the sixth straight time 
against his former team — and he did with a little style (and 
some luck). 

Trocheck shot from the goal line near the right sideboards 
and hit the post. The puck bounced in the air and hit Chris 
Driedger (19 saves) in the back and went in for Trocheck’s 
16th goal of the season. 

“Did you see the goal?” Trocheck said with a big smile. “That 
looked pretty lucky. The hockey gods are on my side with 
that one.” 
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Minus 

Brady Skjei, Hurricanes defenseman — It’s hard to find fault 
anywhere when a team puts together a complete 
performance in a playoff-type game. But if there was one 

negative on the night, it was Skjei taking two penalties in the 
first 22 minutes of the game. Not only did the infractions put 
Carolina down a man, but it also deprived them of one of its 
top penalty killers. Fortunately for Skjei and the Hurricanes, 
Carolina killed off both of the penalties.

 

Recap: Nedeljkovic, Canes Shut Out Panthers 

Nedeljkovic makes 24 saves in his third shutout of the 
season 

By Michael Smith 

With 24 saves, Alex Nedeljkovic posted the third shutout of 
his career and season and led the Carolina Hurricanes to a 
3-0 win over the Florida Panthers. 

The Difference 

The Hurricanes have three healthy goaltenders and three 
goaltenders who are all playing well. It's a delicate balancing 
act, but so far, the team is managing it, and it doesn't seem 
to matter who takes to the crease. 

"You can't control that, right? We've got three guys right now 
who are playing at a high level," Alex Nedeljkovic said. 
"There's a reason why you don't see it very often or hardly at 
all because it's hard to rotate through. But Rod has been 
good with us and Paul [Schonfelder] has been good with us 
in communicating and keeping us in the loop with what's 
going to happen. The only thing we can do is work hard in 
practice and play our best come game time. All three of us 
are rooting for each other." 

Tonight, it was Nedeljkovic making his 15th start of the 
season, and he pitched his third shutout with six saves in the 
first period, eight saves in the second and 10 in the third for a 
final tally of 24 saves. 

"Ned came up with saves when he had to," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "You need those saves at the right time, 
and he [made those] tonight." 

In his last 12 starts, Nedeljkovic is 8-3-1 with a 1.66 goals-
against average, a .939 save percentage and three shutouts. 

Helping to ease Nedeljkovic's workload was the fact that the 
Canes' penalty kill suffocated what was the league's third-
best road power play. The Canes limited the Panthers to just 
two shots on four power plays; Florida had just as many 
shots in four shorthanded tries. 

"Our penalty kill was really sharp. Ned is a big part of that," 
Brind'Amour said. "We worked hard. Our D really got in the 
way and made it tough for them to get a lot going on. … I like 
the fact that we found a different way to win tonight." 

Fist Bumps 

Sebastian Aho  

The other side of special teams is, of course, the power play, 
and the Canes converted on the man advantage in the first 
period to open the scoring in the game. 

The scoring sequence began with a faceoff win from Jordan 
Staal, and from there, the Canes ran a set play. Dougie 
Hamilton looked off a pass at the point to slide the puck 
down the wall to Andrei Svechnikov, who then worked it 
lower to Trocheck on the goal line. From there, Trocheck 
threaded a pass through MacKenzie Weegar to find Aho 
open for the one-timer. 

The goal was Aho's 300th career point in the NHL, a feat he 
accomplished in his 349th career game. 

Vincent Trocheck  

After scoring for the fifth time in as many games against the 
Panthers this season on Tuesday, Trocheck was asked what 
the secret was to his success against his former team. 

"I don't think there's any secret. It's just luck of the draw, I 
guess," he said. "I've gotten some greasy ones against them 
this year." 

Trocheck made it six goals in six games with a goal in the 
second period, and this one was maybe his luckiest yet - and 
it was beautifully lucky. 

Trocheck picked up an errant pass along the near boards 
and skated down towards the goal line, where he fired a 
sharp-angle shot on net. The puck skied high off the post 
and bounced in off the back of Chris Driedger. 

"It looked pretty lucky," Trocheck laughed. "The hockey gods 
were on my side on that one." 

Trocheck now has points in each of his last 12 games played 
(7g, 10a). 

"It's funny how those players who are working hard and 
creating stuff get some of those ugly goals, too, right? It's no 
accident. He's doing it right," Brind'Amour said. "He's been 
great, and that's been a huge addition for us." 
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Stats Pack 

1: With the victory, the Canes move into first place in the 
Central Division, a point ahead of both the Tampa Bay 
Lightning and Florida Panthers with at least a game in hand 
on both teams. 

4: Aho, selected in the second round (35th overall) of the 
2015 NHL Draft, is just the fourth player from his class to 
reach 300 points, joining Connor McDavid, Jack Eichel and 
Mitch Marner. 

6: Trocheck is the first Canes player since Rod Brind'Amour 
(2005-06 vs. WSH) to record a six-game goal streak against 
one opponent. 

He Thought About It 

Andrei Svechnikov looked like he wanted to attempt another 
lacrosse-style goal - affectionately known around here as 
"The Svech" - but Radko Gudas had the near side covered. 

Quote of the Night 

"The expectation, I know what that is. That's to be the last 
team standing. Can we get to that level? We've always got to 
get better. … Hopefully we keep getting better because I 
think we're a pretty good group. I don't know what the 
potential is, but I know what the expectation is." - Rod 
Brind'Amour 

Up Next 

A two-game set against the Detroit Red Wings is next on the 
docket in the Canes' longest homestand of the season.

 

 

 

Nedeljkovic makes 24 saves, Hurricanes shut out Panthers 

Trocheck scores in sixth straight game against former team 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Alex Nedeljkovic made 24 saves for the 
Carolina Hurricanes in a 3-0 win against the Florida Panthers 
at PNC Arena on Thursday. 

Nedeljkovic's shutout was his third in 15 starts this season. 

"That's the biggest thing right now, getting the wins," he said. 
"Obviously, you want to play well individually and guys want 
to do well for themselves, but at the end of the day, if we're 
winning games as a team and we're going far, we're all going 
to succeed." 

Vincent Trocheck and Martin Necas each had a goal and an 
assist for the Hurricanes (27-9-3), who have won three in a 
row and are 5-0-1 against the Panthers this season. 

"I don't know that we were very good, but we worked hard 
and our defense really got in the way and made it tough for 
them to get a lot going on," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "I like the fact that we found a different way to win 
tonight." 

Chris Driedger made 19 saves for the Panthers (26-11-4), 
who were swept in the two-game set following a 5-2 loss 
here Tuesday. 

"The games have all been close, but I wouldn't call this one 
close, for sure," Florida coach Joel Quenneville said. 
"They're a good hockey team. They don't give you much 
room and you've got to be ready to play that type of game." 

Sebastian Aho gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 14:31 of the first 
period, scoring on a one-timer from the right circle off a pass 
from Trocheck during a power play. The goal was Aho's 
300th NHL point in his 349th game. 

Trocheck made it 2-0 at 6:35 of the second period when his 
shot from a sharp angle hit the junction of the right post and 
crossbar, deflected in the air and landed on Driedger's back 
before going into the net. Trocheck has scored one goal in 
each of the six games against his former team this season. 

"It looked pretty lucky," Trocheck said. "The hockey gods 
were on my side on that one. Luckily for me, it's going well 
right now." 

Necas scored an empty-net goal with 52 seconds remaining 
for the 3-0 final. 

The Panthers were 0-for-4 on the power play and are 0-for-
11 in their past four games. 

"I think Carolina does a really good job on their penalty kill," 
Florida forward Patric Hornqvist said. "They pressure us all 
over the ice, it's hard to settle down pucks. But at the same 
time, we have to get open for each other." 

NOTES: Panthers forward Aleksander Barkov won 20 of 29 
face-offs (68.9 percent). … Florida defenseman Brady 
Keeper made his season debut after being promoted from 
the taxi squad and had one hit in 9:28. … Trocheck has 
scored a point in 12 straight games he's played (seven 
goals, 10 assists); he missed eight in between with an upper-
body injury. … Carolina is 14-2-3 at home.



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 9, 2021 

 

Goalies could be in higher demand ahead of NHL Trade Deadline 

Success of last season's moves, experienced players 
available, might make teams more willing to add 

By Kevin Woodley 

Goalies traditionally aren't a huge component of the NHL 
Trade Deadline. 

This season could be one of the exceptions to the rule, much 
in the same manner last season was. 

Injuries to goalies, an added emphasis on depth and a 
number of experienced NHL goalies on expiring contracts 
could combine to change the dynamic of the 2021 NHL 
Trade Deadline, which is 3 p.m. ET on April 12. 

It could look more like the 2020 NHL Trade Deadline than 
any of the five that preceded it, when five goalies were 
traded within a month of the deadline and four have made a 
positive impact since. 

That's more goalies traded than at any of the five previous 
deadlines, and a bigger impact than those five deadlines 
combined. 

Robin Lehner was traded from the Chicago Blackhawks to 
the Toronto Maple Leafs and then to the Vegas Golden 
Knights on Feb. 24, 2020. He helped the Golden Knights 
reach the Western Conference Final and signed a five-year 
contract with Vegas on Oct. 3, 2020. 

Goalie Malcolm Subban, who was traded to the Blackhawks 
as part of the deal, is the backup for Chicago this season. 

The Colorado Avalanche acquired Michael Hutchinson from 
the Toronto Maple Leafs on Feb. 24, 2020. The Avalanche 
wanted Hutchinson for depth entering the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, but he became the starter against the Dallas Stars 
in the Western Conference Second Round because of 
injuries to Philipp Grubauer and Pavel Francouz. Hutchinson 
helped twice stave off elimination before the Avalanche lost 
in Game 7. 

Hutchinson was available because the Maple Leafs had 
acquired goalie Jack Campbell as part of a trade with the Los 
Angeles Kings on Feb. 5, 2020. This season Campbell has 
been invaluable for the Maple Leafs, setting a Toronto Maple 
Leafs record with a 10-game winning streak and playing the 
No. 1 role while Frederik Andersen is out with a lower-body 
injury. 

Those success stories could help create more trades 
involving goalies this season, perhaps helping to dispel some 
of the very real concerns about goalies switching teams 
during the season. 

Eddie Lack played for four teams during his five-season NHL 
career before he retired last season because of a hip injury. 
In his final NHL season, 2017-18, he was traded from the 
Calgary Flames to the New Jersey Devils on Dec. 30, 2017. 

"The hardest part for a goalie coming in the middle of a 
season is you have to get used to a new system, a new 
goalie coach, a new everything," Lack said. "It's a little easier 
as a [skater] when you're coming in as a rental to have 
success. But as a goalie it takes a while to create that bond 

with your defense and teammates, and I feel like 1-2 months 
before the playoffs is not enough time to really settle in." 

The impact of a goalie with a new team after the deadline 
could be impacted by several factors. 

SYSTEMS, STYLE MATTER 

Goalies aren't a one-size-fits-all solution. Each goaltending 
style has its strengths and weaknesses. Each fits some 
defensive systems and preferences better than others. 
Goalies can adjust, but matching a goalie's style to the 
attributes and tendencies of the team in front of him can 
make the adjustment period shorter and less painful. 

Who is a defenseman asked to take away first on an odd-
man rush? Does a team stress shot blocking or front-
screening in the defensive zone? Does a team play zone or 
man-to-man defense? The answer to each of these can 
accentuate or detract from a goalie's preferred style. 

James Reimer, now with the Carolina Hurricanes, had to 
adjust his positioning after being traded from Toronto to the 
San Jose Sharks before the 2016 NHL Trade Deadline. He 
played deeper in San Jose and went 6-2-0 with a .938 save 
percentage and three shutouts in eight games with the 
Sharks to finish the regular season. 

"There is not always a good fit," Reimer said in 2018. "If 
you're a good goalie you can probably have success in any 
scenario. But just like any player, there is a perfect scenario 
for you. There is a sweet spot." 

Lehner changed his game twice last season, when he went 
from a stingy defensive system deployed by the New York 
Islanders in 2018-19 to a more wide-open system with the 
Blackhawks to start 2019-20 after signing with Chicago as a 
free agent. He subtly changed again after the trade to the 
Golden Knights. 

RUSH OR IN-ZONE CHANCES? 

Every goalie can defend rush chances as well as those 
created from attacking-zone possession time. But some 
prefer to play with more flow or backward skating and may 
adjust more readily to increased rush chances. Others aren't 
as comfortable with extra movement and play a more 
passive style better suited to in-zone play. 

LESS IS NOT ALWAYS MORE 

In theory, fewer shots should make life easier for a goalie. 
However, some struggle when they aren't busy. Goalies with 
more movement and backward flow tend to rely a little more 
on rhythm and timing and traditionally are better suited to 
regular starts and more shots. 

FAMILIARITY WITH CHANGE 

Sharks goalie Devan Dubnyk has been traded four times in 
his NHL career and has played for five teams. 

He was flummoxed by his first trade, from the Edmonton 
Oilers to the Nashville Predators near the 2014 NHL Trade 
Deadline. 
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"It was the first time I had been traded or played for a 
different team, and I put a crazy amount of pressure on 
myself, to the point it was impossible to succeed," Dubnyk 
said. "I learned from that." 

It was much easier the next season when he was traded 
from the Arizona Coyotes to the Minnesota Wild and went 
27-9-2 with a .936 save percentage in 39 games. 

Dubnyk says he learned "to just play and not think I have to 
come in and be Superman." 

The question now is whether NHL general managers have 
learned their lessons when it comes to trading for goalies.

 

 

Nedeljkovic excels as Hurricanes blank Panthers 3-0 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Alex Nedeljkovic made 24 saves for 
his third career shutout, all in his last 12 games, and Vincent 
Trocheck scored another goal against his former team as the 
Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Florida Panthers 3-0 on 
Thursday night. 

Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas also scored for Carolina, 
which swept a two-game set from the Panthers to move 
ahead of Florida in the closely contested Central Division.  

“All these games are really important right now,” Trocheck 
said. “It’s going to be a really hard-fought battle to the end to 
try to secure first placed with them and Tampa (Bay). To win 
both against them these last few days is really big.” 

Chris Driedger made 19 saves for the Panthers, who were 
shut out for the third time this season. 

Nedeljkovic made 10 of his saves in the third period. 

“That’s what goaltending does for you,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “You need those saves at the right 
time and he did (that).” 

Aho scored on a first-period power play just 7 seconds after 
Matt Kiersted’s hooking penalty. Trocheck sent a pass 
through the slot and Aho launched a shot without resistance. 

Trocheck’s goal came in the second period when the puck 
was airborne above Driedger and the Panthers couldn’t get 
control of it before it trickled into the net. 

“Did you see the goal?” Trocheck said. “It looked pretty 
lucky.” 

Trocheck, traded from the Panthers less than 15 months 
ago, has scored one goal in each of Carolina’s six games 
against Florida this season. 

The Hurricanes have posted shutouts in two of their past 
three games. Petr Mrazek had the other. 

The goalie mix also includes James Reimer, who has a 
team-high 14 wins this season. Nedeljkovic and Mrazek have 
combined for 13. 

“That’s the biggest thing right now is just getting wins,” 
Nedeljkovic said. 

Florida went 0 for 4 on power plays. 

“We didn’t get anything off the power play to get some 
excitement in our game,” Panthers coach Joel Quenneville 
said. “We tried, but we weren’t very good.” 

Necas had an empty-net goal. 

The Hurricanes are 5-0-1 against the Panthers this season. 

“Bounces weren’t going our way,” Panthers center Frank 
Vatrano said. “We weren’t getting enough chances. We 
weren’t getting enough bodies in front of the net.” 

AHO DELIVERS  

Aho has become a consistent scorer for the Hurricanes. His 
goal pushed him to 300 career points in 349 career games. 

Since the franchise relocated from Connecticut almost 25 
years ago, only two Carolina players – former forwards Ray 
Whitney and Cory Stillman – have more points per game 
than Aho. 

This year, Aho and Trocheck share the team lead with 16 
goals apiece. 

IN THE MARKET 

The Panthers entered the trade market earlier Thursday, 
acquiring defenseman Lucas Carlsson and forward Lucas 
Wallmark from the Chicago Blackhawks. 

Wallmark made his NHL debut as a Carolina player. Last 
season, he played for the Panthers after a trade from the 
Hurricanes. 

“It gives us depth in the middle,” Quenneville said. “It gives 
us a penalty killer. I think he’s a smart player.” 

The Panthers sent forward Brett Connolly and defenseman 
Riley Stillman to Chicago along with restricted free-agent 
rights to forward Henrik Borgstrom and a 2021 seventh-
ranked draft pick. 

Stillman had played in the past seven games for the 
Panthers. Connolly had been a scratch for the last three 
games while he was with the organization. 

NOT AGAIN 
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The three times the Panthers have been blanked this 
season, the final score has been 3-0 in each case. 

Quenneville said the scoring chances weren’t strong enough 
in the latest loss. 

“The quality was low end from what we were expecting,” 
Quenneville said. 

UP NEXT 

Panthers: Travel to Dallas for games Saturday and Tuesday. 

Hurricanes: Play on Saturday and Monday at home vs. 
Detroit.

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Buyer, seller, or in between? 

Justin Bourne joins Ken Reid and the duo break down what 
Canadian NHL teams could be looking for at the trade 
deadline. 

By Rory Boylen 

We’re four days out from the trade deadline now and while 
the market is still taking shape, the standings are telling us 
who is in a position to buy, sell, or which teams are caught in 
the middle of it all.  

With rumours surely to pick up and swirl over the next few 
days, a playoff race is also taking shape and that’s ultimately 
how the Power Rankings are ordered. Who are the best 
teams in the here and now? 

We have a trade deadline flavour in this week’s rankings, 
looking at each team’s motivations ahead of Monday’s 
action. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 
Buyers: The Avs are one of the top two Cup contenders and 
should be all-in this year. They could seek a backup goalie, 
defensive depth, or maybe even swing big for an offensive 
contributor for the top-six, or to boost the third line in that 
regard.  

2. Carolina Hurricanes 
Buyers: The Canes are the rare combination this year of a 
legitimate Cup contender with salary cap room. They may 
move a goalie to get something done, but the Canes will be 
looking to add just about anywhere to give themselves the 
best shot to get through Tampa Bay and towards the 
championship. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 
Buyers: Their GM has already come out and said he’s a 
buyer willing to spend top draft picks and prospects for the 
right player, and that he’s in the rental market. It seems only 
a matter of time until Kyle Dubas strikes, but what will it be: 
forward, defence, or goaltending? 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning 
Buyers: Usually the Cup winner nibbles around the edges 
with depth adds at the deadline and the Lightning could do 
that. But they’ve also been mentioned as a potential David 
Savard landing spot. Whatever the defending champs do at 
the deadline, getting Nikita Kucherov back for the playoffs 
will be the best pickup of all. 

5. New York Islanders 
Buyers: Needed to replace injured Anders Lee and they not 
only did that with the acquisition of Kyle Palmieri on 
Wednesday night, but they also brought in Travis Zajac to 
bolster the centre position. Lou Lamoriello likes to get his 
work done before the deadline so they might be finished, but 
they have the buyer’s mindset. 

6. Florida Panthers 
Buyers: They may have come from almost nowhere to land 
in the contender category this season but, like Carolina, they 
have cap space to do just about anything. The Panthers 
could push some chips in and try to get their first playoff 
series win since 1996.  

7. Minnesota Wild 
Buyers: Among the most surprising teams of the year, a 
young core is blossoming for the Wild, opening up the 
possibility to a bright future. It’ll still be an uphill battle in the 
playoffs sharing a division with Colorado and Vegas, but GM 
Bill Guerin could seek to do something to give his team any 
sort of boost. 

8. Vegas Golden Knights 
Buyers: If an opportunity comes along, the Golden Knights 
will pounce. One of the more aggressive teams in trade, 
Vegas has little in the way of cap space but every reason to 
buy. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins 
Buyers: It’s been all golden since early in the year for 
Pittsburgh, who have to be taking another run under new 
management. They don’t have their 2021 first-rounder so it’ll 
take some creativity, but the Pens window appears still to be 
open a crack. 

10. Winnipeg Jets 
Buyers: Will Kevin Cheveldayoff pay the price for one of the 
best available defencemen, or enough to shake a good one 
loose? Will he do anything with his forwards? With the Leafs 
setting up as buyers, the Jets might have to follow suit in the 
North’s power struggle. 

11. Washington Capitals 
Buyers: They may want to add another goalie to join Vitek 
Vanecek and Ilya Samsonov to solidify the position for 
another run. There’s no cap space to work with, so any 
additions will have to be made creatively. 
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12. Montreal Canadiens 
Buyers: Marc Bergevin has been all-in from Day 1 and the 
Eric Staal trade from two weeks ago likely won’t be his last. 
Brendan Gallagher’s injury is a big loss for the rest of the 
regular season, but placing him on LTIR does open up more 
space to acquire a defenceman. If it makes Montreal better, 
Bergevin will strike again. 

13. Arizona Coyotes 
In between: They were probably preparing to be a seller at 
one point and, maybe still will be to a degree? They have the 
types of pieces a seller would use to get future assets and 
even some termed players that would bring back a nice 
return. But the Coyotes are in a playoff spot by three points 
now, so can you really fold? 

14. Nashville Predators 
In between: Two more wins in the past week and the Preds 
hold fourth in the Central by two points over Chicago. They 
used to be sellers and, in another year, could have been 
buyers. But this Preds team will likely undergo some change 
in the off-season. For now, it means Mattias Ekholm could be 
off the table, but what of pending UFAs Erik Haula and 
Mikael Granlund? 

15. Edmonton Oilers 
Buyers: I mean, if they can find a way to do it, they’ll buy. 
Edmonton has as god a shot as anyone to survive the North 
Division, but they have zero cap space to do anything. They 
have a need at 3C, but can GM Ken Holland make it work? 

16. New York Rangers 
In between: Overall the Rangers have taken a good little step 
this season and they may even still be in the playoff hunt. 
They’re not likely to buy for a playoff push, but they’re also 
not sellers. They are positioning for next season and that 
likely means a quiet deadline. 

17. Boston Bruins 
Buyers: The goalie question is still unanswered, but there’s 
no way this team will be a seller. As long as the Perfection 
Line is still at the peak of its powers, the Bruins will be 
seeking ways to win another Cup. 

18. Chicago Blackhawks 
Sellers: Maybe with a bit of a lean towards being an “in 
between” team because the Hawks already re-acquired 
Vinnie Hinostroza, which allowed the Panthers to clear a bit 
of cap room. The Hawks will take on salary like that to help 
others, especially if it means also getting a pick or a 
prospect. Look out for more moves like that, or for them to 
trade off a roster player or two. 

19. Dallas Stars 
In between: The Stars are so hard to get a read on. They 
were just in the Cup final last season, are expecting Tyler 
Seguin and Ben Bishop back by May, and are still sort of 
hovering around the playoff race. But their games-in-hand 
advantage is dwindling, now to just three, and seven points 
out of fourth. There’s all sorts of wild speculation about John 
Klingberg or Esa Lindell, but if the Stars don’t buy, they’d 
probably stand pat before being an all-out seller. That said, 
pending UFAs like Blake Comeau could go. 

20. San Jose Sharks 
In between: A recent four-game winning streak put them in 

the race, though five points back with one game in hand is 
just a tenuous hold on it. The Sharks don’t have much in the 
way of rental candidates, but they’re also not looking to add 
for a push. If someone comes knocking for Devan Dubnyk, 
he’s their top trade candidate. 

21. St. Louis Blues 
Seller: We’ve seen Doug Armstrong sell in this situation 
before, and even in a spot where he’s been closer to the 
playoffs than St. Louis’ current predicament three points out 
with only one game in hand. According to The Athletic, 
Armstrong now might look to sell off his rental players, 
including Mike Hoffman and Tyler Bozak. 

22. Columbus Blue Jackets 
Sellers: The Jackets sure are keeping it interesting. With a 
win over Tampa Bay on Tuesday they’re still kinda hanging 
around the playoffs, but their chances are hanging by a 
thread. David Savard would have to go as a rental, but the 
two goalies could be possibilities to move as well. The Blue 
Jackets may not sell everything for picks, but they’ll sell.  

23. Philadelphia Flyers 
In between: With playoff hopes still alive, but fading, the 
Flyers could be a deadline day wild card. If they sell, a 
pending UFA like Scott Laughton would be an attractive 
target. But could they buy? If there’s a bold “hockey trade” to 
be made on this year’s market, the Flyers would be a 
candidate to be involved.  

24. Vancouver Canucks 
In between: With so much up in the air about player health, 
and if or when their season can even resume, the Canucks 
are unclear. They’re in a standings position to be sellers, but 
it’s hard to say what they can do now. Tanner Pearson has 
the potential to be a rental, though the Canucks may also re-
sign him. 

25. Calgary Flames 
Sellers: It’s over for the Flames this year and, frankly, it’s 
over for this core group. You can’t possibly enter another 
season with the same leadership again. UFAs will go, maybe 
even Sam Bennett. You have to believe major roster surgery 
is on the way, if not at the deadline then this summer. 

26. Los Angeles Kings 
Sellers: To what degree the Kings sell is to be determined. 
They could still re-sign UFA Alex Iafallo. They may want to 
keep the bounceback season from Dustin Brown and what 
could be next year. There just may not be takers for 
Jonathan Quick and his contract. But the Kings have faded 
from the playoffs and are still rebuilding, so they’re all about 
the future assets. 

27. Anaheim Ducks 
Sellers: Playoffs aren’t happening and the need for younger 
players who are NHL ready or on the cusp of it is clear. Most 
pending UFAs will be available, but the question is if Ryan 
Getzlaf will be one of them, or if Rickard Rakell will get 
moved a year away from his deal expiring. 

28. New Jersey Devils 
Sellers: Kyle Palmieri was the biggest name available here, 
and Travis Zajac was a close second — both are now with 
the Isles. But the Devils aren’t necessarily finished. They 
have a few defencemen who could be had as well and Miles 
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Wood, at 25 and with two years left on his deal, would be an 
intriguing target for the playoff-bound teams. 

29. Ottawa Senators 
Sellers: As much as they can sell veteran rentals, they will. 
Maybe even goalie Anton Forsberg is a candidate to go. How 
active they’re able to be, though, will be dictated by a buyer’s 
market. 

30. Detroit Red Wings 
Sellers: The Wings could involve just about anyone in a trade 
this deadline and will be looking for as many picks back as 
possible. It’ll be a while before they’re buying again. 

31. Buffalo Sabres 
Sellers: Maybe the biggest seller of all. Every UFA could be 
on the table, but will it get bigger than that and include the 
likes of Rasmus Ristolainen or, dare we say, Jack Eichel?

 

 

 
Hurricanes shut out Panthers to take Central Division and NHL lead 

Trocheck scored again as Nedeljkovic blanked the Panthers 
to propel the Hurricanes to top of the NHL standings. 

By Brett Finger  

The first and second-place teams in the Central Division 
went head-to-head at PNC Arena on Thursday night. 

With a win, the Carolina Hurricanes could take over first 
place in the division with games in hand on both the visiting 
Florida Panthers and the Tampa Bay Lightning, who went to 
Columbus and captured an important pair of points against 
the Blue Jackets. They did just that with an impressive 3-0 
victory.  

With the first-place spot in the division on the line, the 
Hurricanes turned to Alex Nedeljkovic in net, and the rookie 
was locked in early on. He was aggressive with his stick in 
the crease, breaking up a number of passes and scoring 
opportunities in front. 

One of his biggest challenges of the opening frame came 
during a failed Canes power play when the Cats generated 
the sequence’s best scoring chance on an odd-man rush. 
Nedeljkovic was forced to spring across and stop a centering 
feed from ending up in the back of the net. 

His play early, coupled with a strong overall game from the 
Hurricanes, kept the game scoreless into the second half of 
the period. 

Carolina opened the scoring at 14:31 of the opening frame, 
redeeming themselves with a quick-strike, power-play goal 
off a great centering feed from Vincent Trocheck to 
Sebastian Aho. Aho’s tally was his 300th NHL point and it 
gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead. 

The Hurricanes knocked on the door again shortly after 
Aho’s opener, but Chris Driedger helped keep the Canes’ 
lead at just a goal heading into the first intermission. 

That didn’t stick for long in the second period, though, as the 
Panthers’ national nightmare continued. 

Trocheck sent a fairly harmless shot from the boards on the 
rush, but since it was Trocheck shooting the puck and it was 

a Panthers goalie in net, the puck bounced off of Driedger’s 
shoulder, deflected high into the air, came down, and 
bounced off of his back and into the net as a number of 
players from both teams attempted to whack at it. 

None of them hit it, though, and the goal counted. 

The story through two periods was the special teams play 
and how dominant Carolina was in that regard. While their 
first power play was dismal, they followed up with a pair of 
strong power plays, one ending with a goal in the first period. 
More notably, though, the Hurricanes made easy work of 
Florida’s power play, giving up almost nothing on three 
penalties through the first 40 minutes. 

That narrative carried over into the third period when Aho 
took an early hooking penalty that set the table for a big 
opportunity for the Panthers to get back into the game. 
Carolina bent a bit more on its fourth kill, but the team still 
didn’t break as they killed nearly a minute and a half of the 
penalty before Patric Hornqvist got called for grabbing Brett 
Pesce’s stick and negated the rest of the man-power 
advantage. 

Hornqvist really wanted to see Pesce’s stick, so after he got 
out of the box, he met back up with Pesce and they both got 
whistled for slashing. The offsetting minor penalties created 
a two-minute four-on-four sequence, but nothing in the way 
of offense came from it. 

The third period stayed chippy as the Panthers got more and 
more frustrated and the Hurricanes refused to give up much 
of any room in the neutral zone and their own defensive 
zone. 

At 12:17 of the period, Mason Marchment instigated a 
shoving match with Sebastian Aho and both players got 
whistled for roughing. 

Things mellowed out a little bit down the stretch, and Martin 
Necas’ empty-net goal put a cherry atop the Hurricanes huge 
shutout of the Panthers. 

Nedeljkovic stopped 24 shots in his third clean sheet of the 
campaign as the Hurricanes did a marvelous job of shutting 
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down the Panthers almost all night and in all three zones. 
The home team put on a clinic and they more than earned 
the two big points in the standings. 

Speaking of such, the win not only propelled the Canes to 
first in the Central Division, it put them in first place in the 
NHL in wins, points and points percentage. 

They’ll look to build on that when they host the Detroit Red 
Wings on Saturday night.

 

They said it: Brind’Amour, Trocheck, Necas, Nedeljkovic on win over Florida 

Rod Brind’Amour, Alex Nedeljkovic, Martin Necas and 
Vincent Trocheck spoke with the media following a 3-0 win 
over Florida.  

By Brett Finger and Andrew Schnittker 

The Hurricanes swept their two-game series with the 
Panthers Thursday night with a 3-0 win to take over first 
place in the Central Division and NHL.  

Vincent Trocheck and Martin Necas both picked up a goal 
and an assist and Alex Nedeljkovic made 24 saves for this 
third shutout of the season. Rod Brind’Amour, Trocheck, 
Necas and Nedeljkovic spoke to the media following the 
victory, here’s a full breakdown of everything they had to say.  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On how proud he is of this group: I’m obviously proud of the 
group. I have been since day one. Tonight was such a 
different game than the other night. Tonight, special teams 
won us the game. Our penalty kill was really sharp. 
[Nedeljkovic] is a big part of that. I don’t know how many 
shots we gave up but it wasn’t much on the penalty kill. That 
was huge. They have a really good power play, so that was, I 
think, the game. And then our power play obviously got us a 
nice one. So special teams were big. [Nedeljkovic] came up 
with saves when he had to. That’s what goaltending does for 
you. You need those saves at the right time, and he did 
tonight.  

On if this was the most complete win: It was just a weird 
game. I didn’t know that we were really good, but we worked 
hard, and our D really got in the way and made it tough for 
them to get a lot going on. It felt like there wasn’t a lot of 
action either way, but it was so different than the other game. 
But I like the fact that we found a different way to win tonight. 
I guess that’s the way to put it. 

On the team’s potential: I don’t know, that word, who knows? 
The expectation, I can tell you that. I know what that is. 
That’s to be the last team standing. Can we get to that level? 
We’ve always got to get better. So every day we try to figure 
out how we can do that. Hopefully we keep getting better, 
because I think we’re a pretty good group. Potential, I don’t 
know. I don’t know what the potential is, I know what the 
expectation is. 

On if he can coach the team to play the way he did: It starts 
with this group’s willingness to prepare and go to work. And 
right now, it just feels like, even when we’re not at our best, 
because you can’t be at your best every night. The other 
team’s trying to make that impossible to happen, so 
sometimes it doesn’t look right. The guys work and they dig 
in. They literally haven’t thrown a lay up. You always usually 
have a couple games where you’re like, well, we just didn’t 

have it. These guys have worked their butts off. That’s why 
we’re finding ways to win.” 

Rod Brind’Amour on Vincent Trocheck: Obviously he’s been 
great. Those players that are working hard and creating stuff 
get some of those ugly goals too. It’s no secret, no accident, 
I guess. He’s doing it right. He created some chances tonight 
that he didn’t score on. I think he hit the post on one. He’s 
been great, and obviously that’s been a huge addition for us.  

Vincent Trocheck 

On if he felt he got a bit lucky again on his odd-bounce goal: 
Did you see the goal? It looked pretty lucky. The hockey 
gods were on my side on that one. 

On how important it is to get these wins against teams 
they’re directly competing against in the standings: It’s huge. 
We talked about it after last game. All these games are really 
important right now. It’s going to be a hard-fought battle to 
the end to try to secure first place with them (Florida) and 
Tampa. To beat both of them over the last few days is huge. 

On how they approached their power play opportunities: 
They actually switched it up quite a bit, so they were tough to 
read, but once you figure them out in a game you realize 
what you need to do to break it down. After the first one, we 
had a plan going into the second one. It was obviously a big 
goal for us. 

On how important Brind’Amour is as a coach: I feel like I 
compliment him so often in the media, but he’s just been 
incredible. I can’t say enough great things about Roddy. He’s 
been awesome to play for. He’s been one of my favorite 
coaches to play for, ever. He’s a great player’s coach. He 
makes sure we’re all prepared every night. Even just coming 
into the locker room before the game and giving his pregame 
speeches. It seems like every night he has something new to 
fire us out. Every game, it’s like, how does he keep doing 
this, he makes me want to run through a brick wall. I think it’s 
important every season, especially in the big games that 
really count, like tonight and in the playoffs. Every season, 
having a coach who cares that much is important. 

On if it felt like the hockey gods weren’t on his side during his 
injuries and dry spells: Everybody goes through dry spells 
and has injuries. You just have to keep your faith and stay 
positive. It’s not something I like thinking about (injuries and 
dry spells), but luckily for me, it’s going well right now. 

Alex Nedeljkovic 

On if it’s difficult to manage his game with the new three-
goalie rotation with everyone healthy: You can’t control that, 
right. We got three guys right now who are playing at a high 
level. [Petr Mrazek] came back and played two games and 
he was lights out. It’s tough. There’s a reason why you don’t 
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see it very often, or hardly at all, because it’s hard to rotate 
through. Rod’s been good with us, [Goalie coach Paul 
Schonfelder]’s been good with us in comminuting and 
keeping us in the loop and letting us know what’s going to 
happen. The only thing we can do is work hard in practice 
and play our best, come game time. All three of us are 
rooting for each other. 

On how hard it is to handle a guy like Patric Hornqvist in front 
of the net: He’s a tough player, a tough guy to play against. 
He’s got a knack for finding pucks in front of the net there 
and he knows how to do it. He’s got good hand-eye, 
deflecting pucks. On the power play, he’s always in front of 
the net. Whenever there’s a scrum going on, he seems to be 
the one involved. He’s a hard worker and a tough guy to 
control. 

On if he gets more motivation from seeing Mrazek come 
back and play so well: Yes and no. You’re happy that Petr 
comes back and does well, same with [James Reimer]. He’s 
won a lot. You’re always happy about that. It’s a good 
competition. It’s competitiveness and that’s what drives us 
and that’s why we’ve gotten to where we are, we’re 
competitors. We work and we want to win and we want to 
succeed. You see it and you want to be at least as good and 
give the guys a chance to win every night. That’s all we can 
do, give the guys a chance to win. 

On how Necas and Martinook have stepped up in bigger 
roles on the PK with McGinn injured: It’s what it’s been all 
year. The entire organization, ever since I’ve gotten here its 
been next man-up mentality. You’ve seen it a lot this year. 
We’ve had injuries and COVID stuff going on. The next guy 
in has to go out and he has to perform and he gets put in the 
lineup and he has to play, he’s not just sitting on the bench. 
For both Marty’s to step up and play PK minutes, that’s huge. 
Hopefully, knock on wood, we can get healthy and stay 
healthy and we can have a full lineup and do our jobs. 

Martin Necas 

On how much tonight helps getting his confidence back after 
a dry spell: It’s always nice. You have some games where 
you have some chances and you can’t score, and you have 
some games where every time you touch the puck it goes in 
or you have a point. Games like that happen. I had a few 
games without a point, but we still won some games. That’s 
the most important thing. It’s for sure nice to see yourself on 
the scoreboard too.  

On if the Canes frustrated the Panthers: Just the way we 
play the game, we’re maybe not making the most plays in 
the league or stuff like that, but we put lots of pucks in the 
corners and stuff. We get to the forecheck and it’s pretty hard 
to play against. So sometimes it’s frustrating, especially 
when they don’t score a goal, and then they take some 
penalties. It’s good for us. 

On being benched in a game against the Panthers in early 
March, and having a mutual respect with Rod Brind’Amour: 
In Florida, it was just one of those games when not every 
game is perfect, and that was the game when Roddy felt that 
I didn’t great so he benched me. Then I remember he put me 
out there for the last shift, we scored and we scored in 
overtime. So just like I said, sometimes it happens. You play 
all the time, you play a lot, you have chances and you don’t 
score. Then you’re benched, you go there for two shifts, you 
get a goal and an assist and that’s how it works in hockey.  

On Vincent Trocheck: He’s a really good player. I don’t even 
know how many goals he’s scored this year in front of the net 
or from tips and stuff. So he’s really good at that. He can 
make a move. He likes to go one on one. Obviously we 
missed him a lot, and it’s great to have him back. He helps 
our team a lot.
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1207999 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes top Panthers 3-0 behind Nedeljkovic to take first place in 
Central Division 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes played the Florida Panthers again Thursday, 
which means Vincent Trocheck scored again. 

That’s the way it has gone this season. The Panthers traded Trocheck to 
the Canes last year, deeming him expendable, and the center has made 
his former team pay each time the teams have faced off this season in 
the Central Division — six games after Thursday. 

Trocheck has scored in each game and did it again Thursday as the 
Canes topped the Panthers 3-0 to move into first place in the Central with 
57 points, one point ahead of Florida and Tampa Bay. 

While Trocheck continued to sting his former team, goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic was named the game’s first star. Nedeljkovic earned his 
ninth win of the season and his third shutout with 24 saves as the Canes 
improved to 27-9-3.. 

“The big thing is we got the win,” Nedeljkovic said. “That’s a good team 
over there. They were in front of us and getting those two points in 
regulation, leap-frogging them and I think we’ve got two games-in-hand 
on them, too, so that’s the biggest thing right now, getting the wins. 

“Obviously you want to play well individually and guys want to do well for 
themselves, but at the end of the day if we’re winning games as a team 
and we’re going far ... that’s the biggest thing.” 

Trocheck and Martin Necas each finished with a goal and assist, 
Trocheck setting up Sebastian Aho for a power-play blast in the first 
period that gave the Canes a 1-0 lead. 

“Their power play has been lethal against us,” Panthers coach Joel 
Quenneville said, “ It starts getting them excited in the game.” 

Trocheck made it 2-0 in the second with a goal that had everyone at PNC 
Arena shaking their heads. Trocheck’s shot from a sharp angle glanced 
off the post, the puck bounding up in the air as the players tried to find it. 
It hit goalie Chris Driedger on the right shoulder as it fell, tumbling into 
the net. 

Trocheck has mostly shrugged off his success this season against the 
Panthers, saying he simply has scored some “greasy” goals. This one, 
his 16th of the season, was definitely greasy. 

“The hockey gods were on my side on that one,” Trocheck said. 

It was another intense, tightly contested game between the Canes and 
Panthers (26-11-4), with open ice hard to find. Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, with the last change at home, had Jordan Staal’s line much 
of the night out against the Aleksander Barkov line — Barkov scored 
twice Tuesday in the Panthers’ 5-2 loss. 

The Canes’ penalty killers were sharp and aggressive, consistently 
clearing the puck from the zone while Nedeljkovic cleaned up the rest. 
The Panthers had two shots on their four power-play opportunities. 

“Special teams won us the game,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t know how 
many shots we gave up but it wasn’t much on the penalty kill, so that was 
huge. And our power play got us a nice one.” 

Nedeljkovic faced six shots in the first period and eight in the second as 
the Canes limited the Panthers’ chances. At a time when Brind’Amour is 
mulling over the use of three goalies — Nedeljkovic, Petr Mrazek and 
James Reimer — Nedeljkovic again was cool and steady in the net, even 
as Patric Hornqvist and others for the Panthers crowded the crease. 

Quenneville made a change in the third, moving Jonathan Huberdeau on 
to Barkov’s line, loading up, looking for more punch. But they could not 
solve Nedeljkovic. while Necas added an empty-net goal for the Canes 
after the Panthers pulled Driedger for a sixth attacker. 

“It was a weird game,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t know that we were good 
but we worked hard. And our D got in the way and made it really tough 
for them to get a lot going on. I liked we found a different way to win 
tonight. 

“It starts with this group’s willingness to prepare and go to work. Right 
now it feels like when we’re not at our best, and you can’t be every night, 
the guys work and they dig in. They literally have not thrown a layup now. 
They’ve worked their butts off and that’s why we’re finding ways to win.” 

(Earlier game updates) 

SECOND PERIOD: TROCHECK SCORES 

Talk about getting the bounces. Trocheck got off a tight-angle shot, the 
puck glancing off the post and bouncing up in the air. It landed on the 
shoulder and back of goalie Chris Driedger as a few players swatted at it 
and fell into the net at 6:35 of the period. 

Trocheck, who assisted on a Sebastian Aho power-play goal in the first, 
now has scored six goals in six games this season against the team that 
traded him to Carolina last year. It was his 16th goal of the season as 
Martin Necas earned an assist for his first point in six games. 

Canes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic has faced 14 shots in the first two periods. 
The Canes have 16. 

FIRST PERIOD: AHO GIVES CANES LEAD 

Sebastian Aho’s power-play goal has given the Canes a 1-0 lead after 
the first period and given the center his 300th career point. 

Aho scored at 14:31 of the first on a one-timer from the right circle on a 
setup pass from Vincent Trocheck, who continues to sting the team that 
traded him last year. That came after Jordan Staal began the power play 
by winning the draw. Total elapsed time: seven seconds. 

Aho, who scored his 16th of the season, helped force the penalty on the 
Panthers with a rush into the zone. Jesper Fast followed Aho to the net 
and was hooked. 

The Canes killed off a Brady Skjei hooking penalty earlier in the period 
and goalie Alex Nedeljkovic stopped a shorthanded shot by the Panthers 
on an earlier Canes power play. 

The Panthers had six shots in the opening period and the Canes nine. 
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GAME SETUP 

After giving goalie Petr Mrazek two consecutive starts, Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour will have a different starter Thursday against Florida — 
Alex Nedeljkovic. 

Brind’Amour wanted to get Mrazek some quick work once the goalie was 
ruled ready to return from a thumb injury that had kept him out since late 
January. He made his first start against the Dallas Stars, coming away 
with a 1-0 shutout, and then was back in net Tuesday against the 
Panthers in a 5-2 win. 

Then, the interesting part. With Mrazek back, the Canes have three 
goalies on the roster. Veteran James Reimer has played 19 games and 
has a 14-4-1 record this season and Nedeljkovic has played 14 games 
and has an 8-4-2 record. 

So who would get the nod Thursday? Nedeljkovic was in the starter’s 
crease for the morning skate and Mrazek also on the ice. Reimer, who 
last played April 1 against Chicago, again will be a healthy scratch. 

“How do you keep them sharp? I don’t know if rotating three keeps them 
all sharp,” Brind’Amour said Thursday morning. “You’ve got to make sure 
we’re doing the right things to win the games and keep sharp. 

“Does that mean we have to double up one guy? That’s the conversation. 
How do we keep them sharp, who needs to start? We’ve got three guys 
that we obviously have faith in, and we’re going at it day by day.” 

Brind’Amour has shown some irritation in recent days when asked how 
he would handle a three-goalie situation. His answer: The Canes have 
three good options. 

THE LINEUP 

With forward Brock McGinn still sidelined with an upper-body injury, the 
Canes will have the same lineup from Tuesday, with no line or defensive 
changes. 

The game against the Panthers will be the sixth this season — the Canes 
are 4-0-1 against a team they’re battling at the top of the Central Division 
along with Tampa Bay. 

“The toughest now is that we’re playing almost every other day, and it’s 
about being mentally sharp for each game,” forward Warren Foegele said 
Thursday. “Especially with this last month of the season left, every point 
is crucial, so I think it’s preparing for every game and we need these 
points.” 

PANTHERS TRADE 

The Panthers had a trade Thursday with the Chicago Blackhawks and 
two players involved have Canes connections. 

The Panthers acquired center Lucas Wallmark and defenseman Lucas 
Carlsson in exchange for defenseman Riley Stillman forward Brett 
Connolly, the restricted free agent rights to forward Henrik Borgstrom and 
a 2021 seventh-round draft pick. 

Wallmark played for the Canes until traded last year at the deadline to 
the Panthers, who later sent him to Chicago. Stillman is the son of former 
Canes forward Cory Stillman, now an assistant coach at Arizona. Riley 
Stillman played Tuesday against the Canes. 
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1208000 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

What playing 1,000 NHL games — and fatherhood — mean to the 
Hurricanes’ Jordan Staal 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER APRIL 08, 2021 07:00 AM,  

 

Editor’s note: This is one in a continuing series of profiles on the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ players and staff designed to give people a better look at the 
players behind the pads. We’ll be asking them about hockey, of course, 
but also about life — hobbies, interests, special moments — to better 
understand what makes them tick. 

Jordan Staal of the Carolina Hurricanes will soon play his 1,000th career 
regular-season game and will do it as the captain of the Hurricanes. In an 
exclusive interview with Chip Alexander of the News & Observer, Staal 
gives his thoughts on the milestone, on wearing the “C,” and a glimpse 
into other parts of his life and career. 

Chip Alexander: You’re coming up on your 1,000th career game. Is is 
hard to get your ahead around that number? 

Jordan Staal: “No, I mean I’ve been playing for a long time, so it goes by 
fast, for sure. I mean it is what it is. I don’t know, it feels like I’ve been 
playing for a long time but at the same time it feels like it goes fast. So 
obviously it’s an accomplishment and you see a lot of guys go through it. 
It’s been a lot of fun. There’s been a lot of amazing people for me along 
the way. I’m excited to kind of get it over with, though.” 

CA: Two brothers in the league. Which is your least favorite to play 
against? 

JS: “That’s a good question. I guess Eric. I think just because you’re in 
each other’s face a little more off the draws. He’s the same position so 
you want to outplay the guy. So it makes for more of a battle. He’s very 
good for what he does at center so I try to push my standard to another 
level. Probably Eric but Marc can be really annoying as well. Obviously a 
very good defenseman so he’s made it hard on me over the years. We’ve 
played a lot of hockey against each other but he was more playing 
against the top lines so I didn’t see him too much in Pittsburgh. A little 
more in Carolina. But it’s been fun over the years playing against those 
guys.” 

CA: You’ve been called “Gronk.” Where did that come from and do you 
like that nickname? 

JS: “I think it started with Colby Armstrong and I think it came out in my 
first year (in Pittsburgh). I can see why. Coming in as an 18-year-old at 
220 pounds, it’s kind of unusual. Guys kind of jumped on that pretty 
early, pretty quick. I don’t know if it stuck right away but I know ‘Army’ 
rode it as long as he could. It was a little unusual coming in as big as I 
was and as young as I was so it was kind of a fitting nickname, I guess.” 

CA: Any significance to always wearing No. 11? 

JS: “It’s actually been pretty amazing I’ve had it pretty much my whole 
career, since I’ve been a kid. Obviously with guys with tenure and guys 
wearing it a long time I’ve been fortunate to have it. I think the original 
thought and I’ve had since I was 5 or 6 years old so I don’t know if I had 
a decision then. But my dad always wore 12 and Eric wore 12 so maybe I 
went with the next closest number, is my guess, is how I stuck with 11.” 

CA: In June of 2102 there was a big event in Thunder Bay, Ontario, 
Which was the most memorable moment, your wedding ceremony or 
finding out you had been traded to another team with all your Pens 
teammates there? 

JS: “Yeah, it was a weird day. A lot of emotion. I remember talking to my 
wife, then my fiance, saying, ‘You figure out this one day and I’ll try to 
figure out the rest of our lives here.’ I knew something might be 
happening and talking a little bit with my brother (Eric) and trying to 
decide our future. It just so happened that it happened in the middle of 
our entree. 

“It was an interesting night. It turned out to be better than I thought being 
able to hang out with these guys. A trade in the summer you don’t usually 
see anybody, maybe get a couple of texts and a couple of calls. Being 
able to be there and having a great night and having a few drinks ad 
being able to reminisce a little bit and talk about the future and being able 
to hang out with those guys actually turned out to be better than being 
alone in that summer trade.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 9, 2021 

 

CA: What’s the best thing about being a father? 

JS: “There’s a lot of amazing things about being a father. Personally I 
would say experiencing stuff all over again. When they see a fire fly or a 
shooting star or even a bus driving by they haven’t seen before, it always 
seems they’re experiencing it for the first time and you get to do it with 
them. That’s always a fun thing. And then obviously just teaching them 
your values and how you carry yourself day to day and knowing that 
they’re watching you every day and learning from you is something I take 
pride in. My kids have been an absolute amazing joy to be around and 
my wife’s done so much work when I’ve been gone. It’s been an absolute 
blessing and I love being a Dad.” 

CA: What’s been the best thing or most challenging thing about being a 
team captain? 

JS: “I guess the best thing is just in having that honor and knowing the 
coaching staff and the organization trusts you to be that guy. There are 
only so many captains throughout NHL history to put that on and be a 
leader, and the expectations to be a leader is a great honor. 

“And it’s challenging. It’s an every-day thing. You’ve got to bring your 
own work ethic and your day to day stuff. It’s not just about you when you 
have that ‘C.’ It’s about trying to make sure everyone’s pushed and 
making sure everyone’s taken care of and you kind of have an eye on all 
the guys. You’re trying to make sure everyone’s good. It’s a fun thing 
when you get older to realize how a team ticks and it’s challenging and 
some days I’m not very good at it and some days I’m very good at it. It’s 
been a really cool ride and I’ve been very blessed and very happy to be a 
part of the leadership group here.” 

CA: Where do you keep your 2009 Stanley Cup ring and when was the 
last time you wore it or looked at it? 

JS: “I can’t remember the last time I looked at it. I’m not a big guy into 
that stuff. I think it’s at my parents house, to be honest with you. I’m not 
quite sure where it might be but obviously the memories is what I take 
out of that stuff. There’s no greater memories and no better feeling than 
to accomplish your lifelong dream with guys you love battling with, the 
guys you love playing with. Having that same feeling here and building 
toward that and hopefully make a push here is what we want. We’ve got 
guys in this room I love battling with, playing with, and that makes it fun. 
That makes it that much more worthwhile if you get to the end. 

CA: What makes you most proud about the work of the Staal Family 
Foundation in Thunder Bay? 

JS: “We were talking for almost too long about trying to get something 
together and we finally pulled the trigger. It was Tanya’s sister. Tamara, 
and what she went through and eventually passed away. That kind of 
sparked our family to get involved with that and kids with cancer. And 
especially in Thunder Bay that’s been overlooked a bit, I think, and there 
was a big niche for us. We were excited about doing that and it kind of 
grew into a cool little golf tournament that we started in Thunder Bay and 
raised a lot of money. We’ve done a lot of good stuff with different 
charities there in Thunder Bay. It’s just really cool to give back to 
Thunder Bay in general. It will always be our family’s hometown and we 
always want to be a part of the community there as best we can and that 
was one way of doing it.” 

CA: You’re into fitness and conditioning but everyone as a sin food. 
What’s yours? 

JS: “I’m a sweets guy for sure. I think just a good old-fashioned chocolate 
chip cookie is my go-to. Or just chocolate in general I think is my sin 
food. But I like sweets of all nature for sure.” 

CA: You have had a very good season. What’s the strength of the team 
in your mind? 

JS: “I think our strength is our competitiveness. I think we’ve got a lot of 
guys in this room who understand it’s a long season but if you bring that 
competitiveness every night you’ve going to have a good chance to win. 
Obviously Roddy (Brind’Amour) is the No. 1 guy for that and he’s brought 

that on and brought that culture in for that, but we’ve got guys that know 
how to do that. Some nights it’s ugly but some nights it’s that 
competitiveness that kind of pushes us over the top. that gets us that 
extra little shot or extra chance to win the game and I think that’s our 
strength.” 
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1208026 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Detroit Red Wings crumble in final two periods for 7-1 loss to Nashville 
Predators 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

With a month to go in the season, the Detroit Red Wings endured 
another rout. 

Several mistakes cost them Thursday at Little Caesars Arena, just as 
they seemed to be building a bit of steam. It was close for the first 30 
minutes or so, but then the Wings deteriorated, left to rue a 7-1 loss to 
the Nashville Predators for the second time in two weeks. 

Jonathan Bernier and Sam Gagner returned to the lineup, but Bobby 
Ryan, Robby Fabbri and Patrik Nemeth were unavailable because of 
injuries. 

The Wings (13-23-6) came into the game having lost in a shootout 
Tuesday, and having played well in weekend games against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning. 

Darren Helm built a lead in the second period, but it lasted only 40 
seconds until Viktor Arvidsson scored. Blown defensive coverage left the 
Wings trailing by two goals in the second period; first it was Erik Haula 
who had time and space to score, and then it was Nick Cousins who took 
advantage of too many Wings playing below the goal line. 

The third period was ugly: Arvidsson scored twice, and Yakov Trenin 
piled on. 

The Wings went 2-5-1 in the season series. It ended with some bad 
blood, as both sides were upset with hits. Officials spent a couple 
minutes huddling up in the second period after Adam Erne crunched Matt 
Benning into the boards, which prompted Mathieu Olivier to jump Erne 
and land several punches. Erne ended up with two minutes for boards 
and five for fighting; Olivier got two for instigating, five for fighting and a 
10-minute misconduct. The Predators bench also was assessed a 
penalty, leaving the Wings with a man advantage. In Tuesday’s game, 
Luke Glendening fought Jeremy Davies after his cheapshot on Valtteri 
Filppula, whom Davies hit into the boards even though Filppula no longer 
had the puck. 

Tough return 

A strong case could have been made for Thomas Greiss to start since he 
has played his best four-game stretch of the season, but with Bernier 
recovered from a lower–body injury suffered March 18, he got the nod. It 
was an opportunity to showcase Bernier to potential trade deadline 
suitors. He has been the team's MVP, steadily giving them a chance to 
win most nights. This wasn't his finest. Bernier was hung out to dry on the 
second and third goals, but he should have had Mikael Granlund’s goal 
at 7:06 of the third period. 

Taking stock 

Helm is, like Bernier, a pending unrestricted free agent and a possible 
trade target for contenders. He scored his third goal of the season early 
in the second period, redirecting Troy Stecher’s shot in front of the net. 
Helm is a good skater, can play wing or center, is sound defensively and 
brings a wealth of experience as a penalty killer. He also has played in 
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82 playoff games, including the trips to the Stanley Cup Finals in 2008-
09. 

Finding a spot 

Dylan Larkin said after Tuesday’s game that he liked having Svechnikov 
on his line because the big Russian winger likes to get Larkin the puck. 
Svechnikov was back in that spot for a second game. Svechnikov also 
sees time as the net-front guy on one of the power play units. That could 
be a role Svechnikov could carve out for himself — he’s not a great 
skater but he hustles, and he has the size (6-foot-3, 208 pounds) to 
screen goaltenders and dig for rebounds. 

 

Detroit Free Press LOADED: 04.09.2021 

1208027 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Why Detroit Red Wings players are hoping for a quiet NHL trade 
deadline 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Jeff Blashill predicts a quiet trade deadline. Sam Gagner wouldn’t mind if 
it is. 

The Detroit Red Wings know they could lose players as contenders are 
under pressure to shore up before Monday’s noon deadline. But this 
year’s market comes amid a pandemic that’s left teams operating under 
a flat salary cap, and before largely empty stands. It stands to reason 
buyers are wary. 

“It doesn’t feel like there will be much action this year,” Blashill said 
Wednesday. “It’s going to be really difficult for people to make moves 
with the economics of the whole thing. There’s no fans in the stands most 
places. It’s hard to bring in money just to bring in money. You throw on 
top of that, the whole aspect with the coronavirus and the quarantines if 
you’re going to Canada. So I don’t know that the trade deadline is as big 
a deal this year as it’s been in past years.” 

The Wings host the Nashville Predators on Thursday, one of two games 
on the schedule before the deadline. Last year general manager Steve 
Yzerman had Blashill hold Andreas Athanasiou and Mike Green out of a 
game because of a pending trade; Blashill said there’s been no such 
requests so far this year. 

Gagner is expected to return from injury Thursday along with Bobby 
Ryan and Jonathan Bernier; all three are pending unrestricted free 
agents, as are, among others, Marc Staal, Luke Glendening and Darren 
Helm. All could draw interest, especially so Gagner and Ryan, because 
they make around $1 million, a very reasonable amount even in a flat-
cap season. 

A LOOK AT THE PAST: What Steve Yzerman's past says about his NHL 
trade deadline plans 

Gagner joined the Wings last year at the trade deadline, and know he’s in 
play again as Yzerman seeks to add assets to the rebuild. 

“It’s on your mind, certainly, especially having a family,” Gagner said. 
“You learn to handle it as years go by. When you’re younger, I never 
really expected to get traded at certain deadlines. You have friends that 
get traded. It’s part of the business. It’s never fun. The position we’re in, 
it’s something you think about as the trade deadline approaches, but you 
do your best to just go out and play and control what you can and let the 
chips fall where they may.” 

Gagner said it’s a topic that’s come up among teammates. He hasn’t 
talked about it with Yzerman, but “everyone knows the situation we’re in. 
Nothing needs to be said about what can happen.” 

Gagner and Ryan both have been vocal about how much they’ve 
enjoyed being Wings, even as the team has struggled and is on pace to 
miss the playoffs for a fifth straight season. Both have said they’d like to 
stay, and if they are traded, to come back. The upside to being traded 
would be a shot at the Stanley Cup. 

“I’ve really enjoyed my time here, I really like the fit,” Gagner said. “I like 
the opportunity I’ve gotten to evolve my game — playing on the penalty 
kill, playing in defensive situations. I really enjoy that responsibility. I like 
being a Red Wing and would like to stay, but at the same time, if you do 
get traded, it’s an opportunity to play in the playoffs, which is something 
every player wants. I’m just going about my business and will see what 
happens.” 

Gagner and Ryan fit into Yzerman’s rebuilding plans — they’re ideal 
supporting players, veterans who are competitive, accountable and 
knowledgeable. 

“They both are guys that understand what it takes to win,” Blashill said. 
“They’ve been on good teams, bad teams. They’ve seen both sides of it. 
They’ve done a good job imparting that wisdom.” 

The Wings (13-22-6) have played well of late. Over the past week they 
lost in overtime at Florida, lost a one-goal game to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, and then routed the defending champions, 5-1. Tuesday they 
lost to the Predators in a shootout. While the results this season haven't 
been what the Wings want, they have shown growth — and that has 
Gagner enthused. 

“The team isn’t as far off as people might think,” he said. “I feel I can help 
a young group. The big thing is, I feel like I am still a good player in this 
league and I want the opportunity to continue to play as long as I can. 
I’ve really enjoyed it here. My family has really enjoyed it here. So for 
sure I’d be interested in being around next year.” 
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'How many times are we going to do this?': Predators rout Red Wings 7-1 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — The Red Wings have played better for several weeks now, 
since being routed in Nashville on March 25, exactly two weeks ago. 

The Wings had looked better defensively and didn't have many bad 
stretches within the game. They were playing smart hockey and weren't 
letting deficits spiral out of control when they were trailing. 

But Thursday at Little Caesars Arena, the Predators routed the Wings 
again. 

All the Wings' bad habits resurfaced Thursday in a game that gradually 
turned into a rout — a 7-1 Nashville victory, the identical score as the 
March 25 rout in Nashville. 

Evidently, there are lessons still to be learned. Although it is getting 
frustrating that these types of ugly losses continue to pop up after the 
Wings seemingly begin to take positive steps forward. 

"How many more times are we going to have to do this?" said forward 
Luke Glendening, of the Wings' growing pains. "We're all frustrated with 
it. I'm just as much to blame as anyone. I'm not pointing fingers, but how 
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many more times are we going to have to do this before enough is 
enough?" 

Defensive breakdowns, leaving too many Nashville players in prime 
positions to score, and not enough offense led to the Wings' undoing. 
Add those things up, and the Wings (13-23-6), who for all the better 
hockey, have still only won one game in the last six (1-3-2). 

We're offering a great deal on all-access subscriptions. Check it out here. 

"It's another night where we got down and don't respond well," coach Jeff 
Blashill said. "We've done a better job of that through the year, but 
(Thursday) we got down and we didn't have the response." 

Darren Helm had the lone Wings' goal. 

Viktor Arvidsson had three goals, and Erik Haula, Nick Cousins, Mikael 
Granlund and Yakov Trenin added Predators (22-18-1) goals, while red-
hot goaltender Juuse Saros made 23 saves. 

The Wings welcomed back goaltender Jonathan Bernier, who had 
missed the last 10 games with a lower-body injury, and forward Sam 
Gagner (who missed five games), but the returns didn’t provide enough 
spark. 

Bernier stopped 24 shots, but appeared to be lacking his usual timing 
most of the evening. But the Wings also didn't help their goaltender. 

"For sure we hung him out to dry, and that's on all of us," Glendening 
said. "Especially for a guy, he's played so well for us all season and been 
keeping us in games, his first game back. That's on us as players." 

The third period was especially rough for the Wings and Bernier, as the 
team's defense allowed some real good looks for Nashville. 

"I didn't think we stayed with it for him enough," Blashill said. "We got 
really stupid in the third, things we hadn't done the rest of the game. We 
had those three lapses in the second (period) for sure, I get it, but they 
had some lapses too, it happens in a hockey game.  

"In the third we just played stupid, and at that point, you have to play the 
right way. We stopped playing the right way." 

If there are playoff teams looking for goaltending depth at Monday’s 
deadline, it’ll be interesting to see if Bernier becomes an option given his 
recent injury. 

Helm opened the game’s scoring with his third goal. 

Another player who could be dealt by Monday’s deadline, Helm went to 
the net and deflected a shot by Troy Stecher from the point. 

But the Predators quickly answered. 

Cousins fed Arvidsson going to the net, and Arvidsson, who almost 
overskated the puck, managed a shot on Berner. The puck was never 
secured by Bernier, and it bounced off defenseman Jon Merrill and into 
the net at 2:28 — just 42 seconds after Helm’s goal. 

The goal appeared to energize the Predators, who began to control the 
game. 

Haula gave the Predators the lead at 6:36 of the second period. 

Recent Red Wings tormentor Rocco Grimaldi continued getting on the 
scoresheet, setting up Haula. Grimaldi drove down the wing and 
centered a puck to Haula alone in the slot. Haula uncorked a wild-looking 
backhand that fooled Bernier enough at 8:50, Haula's fourth goal, to 
make it 2-1 Nashville. 

Cousins completed the second period Nashville surge. 

It was the Predators' energy line again, this time with Cousins getting the 
goal. 

Colton Sissons fed Cousins the puck between the hash marks, and 
Cousins one-timed a shot past Bernier at 16:10, Cousins' fourth goal. 

"Certainly we understand Grade-A chances are the ones right in front of 
the net and you can't give those up," Blashill said. "We've done a good 
job of not giving up Grade-A's, but tonight we were poor at it." 

The Predators, who won six of the eight games against the Wings, didn't 
slow down in the final 20 minutes. 

Granlund scored his 10th goal at 7:06 to push the lead to 4-1. 

Then it was Arvidsson's turn to complete his third career hat trick. 

Arvidsson made it 5-1 with his seventh goal at the 10-minute mark. 
Arvidsson took a pass, skated down on a 2-on-1 rush, and unleashed a 
shot from the dot that Bernier was slow to react on. 

Arvidsson completed Nashville's three-goal in four-minute surge with his 
eighth goal and third of the evening, on the penalty shot at 11:06. 

Trenin capped the Predators scoring, finally, with his third goal at 15:55, 
beating Bernier on a drive to the net. 

"We talked about it before the game, we talk about it a lot, how we have 
to out work and out compete teams on a nightly basis to give ourselves a 
chance," Glendening said. "We didn't do that and because of that, they 
had easy opportunities to score goals." 
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Red Wings showing willingness to stick up for each other 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — They were separate incidents, although similar in nature, and 
both showed a positive development regarding this Red Wings team. 

There is a bond, a tightness, a willingness to stick up for a teammate. 

And in the world of professional hockey, that is something important. 

The first incident occurred against the Florida Panthers on April 1. In that 
game, Panthers defenseman Riley Stillman leveled Dylan Larkin with a 
hard hit, there was no call, and Stillman escaped unscathed the final few 
remaining minutes of the second period. 

But beginning the third, Givani Smith sought out Stillman and challenged 
Stillman to a fight, drawing universal praise among the Wings afterward. 

“It’s a testament to who Smitty is,” forward Luke Glendening said. “To be 
step in there, after he (Smith) had already fought (earlier in the game), 
and stand up for Larks, stand up for a teammate. 

Said coach Jeff Blashill: “That’s stepping up big time, sticking up for your 
teammate.” 

Then Tuesday, against Nashville, there was another situation of an 
opponent taking advantage of a Red Wing. 

Predators defenseman Jeremy Davies leveled Valtteri Filppula with a 
hard check, somewhat after the play had ended. 

Filppula staggered into the hallway leading to the locker room, needing 
trainers’  momentary assistance. 

It didn’t take long for Glendening to seek out Davies, and wrestle the 
young defenseman to the ice. 

Many Wings players have talked this season about the close-knit group 
this has become. In both of the recent on-ice acts, it was apparent 
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teammates don’t like the idea of opponents taking liberties with any 
Wings’ players. 

“It’s very important,” Larkin said. “That’s what a team is all about. We 
have each other’s backs in here, we battle and work for each other and it 
was great to see (Glendening, Smith stepping up).” 

Blashill was glad to see the actions by Smith and Glendening, but not 
surprised, having mentioned often the closeness of the team. 

“IIt’s important as a hockey team to care about each other, to want to 
play for each other and want to go to battle for each other and want to 
stick up for each other,” Blashill said. 

Part of the business 

In the world of professional sports, especially in recent years, players 
fully understand being traded is part of the business. 

At any given moment, you might need to uproot yourself and the family, 
changing cities totally unexpectedly. 

Sam Gagner has been through it as the son of a professional hockey 
player (Dave Gagner) and now as an NHL player himself. 

“It’s on your mind if you have a family, you’re just kind of wondering 
what’s going to happen,” Gagner said. “But you learn to handle it as 
years go by. 

“When I was younger, I never really expected to be traded at certain 
deadlines. But you have friends that get traded, and that’s part of the 
business and it’s never fun. 

“The position we’re in (the Red Wings are near the bottom of the 
standings), it’s something you think about as trade deadline approaches 
but you do your best to just go out and play and control what you can 
control.” 

We're offering a great deal on all-access subscriptions. Check it out here. 

Ice chips 

Blashill said after Thursday’s morning skate that Gagner and goaltender 
Jonathan Bernier would be available to play Thursday, but forwards 
Robby Fabbri, Bobby Ryan and defenseman Patrik Nemeth remain 
injured and unavailable. 

... Adam Erne entered Thursday's game with nine goals, behind only 
Fabbri and Anthony Mantha (10 goals each) for the team lead. 

Erne has credited being on a line with Glendening and Darren Helm, two 
other grinders, as a key reason for his success lately.  

Glendening is happy for his linemate's offensive explosion. 

“Adam has always been a guy who works extremely hard,” Glendening 
said. “He’s physical, skates super-well. But it’s great to see him putting 
the puck in the net. You can see his confidence on the ice. He’s hanging 
onto the puck and making plays. 

"Just because he’s scoring goals doesn’t take away (from Erne's other 
strengths as a checker, grinder). It’s an added dimension when he’s 
putting the puck into the net like he is this year.” 
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Red Wings’ Jeff Blashill on why this could be a quiet trade deadline 

 

Updated Apr 07, 2:48 PM; Posted Apr 07, 2:48 PM 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

DETROIT – The Detroit Red Wings at one time appeared to be poised 
for a potential windfall of draft picks at the trade deadline, given their 
many impending unrestricted free agents. 

The economics of this COVID-shortened and pandemic-influenced 
season has changed that. 

Clubs figure to be reluctant to add salary, even a small portion of expiring 
contracts, at a time when they are not making as much money due to a 
lack of or severely reduced number of fans in the stands. For the same 
reason, sellers could be hesitant to retain salary in trades. And there is a 
host of logistic issues regarding COVID-19 and quarantines. 

So, Monday’s trade deadline could be fairly quiet for the Red Wings and 
largely uneventful throughout the NHL. 

“It doesn’t feel like there will be much action this year,” Red Wings coach 
Jeff Blashill said. “Listening to a number of reports and knowing the flat 
salary cap -- I know when I talked to other teams how tight everybody is -
- it’s going to be really difficult for people to make moves. 

“The economics of the whole thing, there’s no fans in the stands at most 
places and it’s hard to just bring in money just to bring in money. You 
throw on top of that, the whole aspect with the coronavirus and the 
quarantines that can be required, certainly if you’re going into Canada, I 
don’t know that the trade deadline this year is as big a deal as it’s been in 
past years at all.” 

General manager Steve Yzerman will continue looking to move 
impending UFAs for picks and there should at least be some interest in 
players with low salaries, like forwards Bobby Ryan ($1 million cap hit) 
and Sam Gagner ($850,000) and defenseman Jon Merrill ($925,000). 

But it could be more difficult to move players such as Marc Staal ($5.7 
million), Darren Helm ($3.85 million), Patrik Nemeth ($3 million) and 
Jonathan Bernier ($3 million). 

“I don’t know that it’s going to be anywhere near the trade deadline that 
you’ve seen in the past and I think our players understand that,” Blashill 
said. 

Ryan, 34, said a few weeks ago that he expects to be traded. He would 
be a good low-cost top-six forward who can provide offense for a playoff-
contending club. Gagner, 31, might draw interest from teams looking for 
help on the power play. 

“It’s on your mind, especially if you have a family, just kind of wondering 
what’s going to happen,” Gagner said. “But I think you learn to handle it 
as years go by. When I was younger, I never really expected to be traded 
at certain deadlines, but you have friends that get traded. That’s part of 
the business and it’s never fun. The position we’re in, it’s something you 
think about as trade deadline approaches, but you do your best to just go 
out and play and control what you can and let all the chips fall where they 
may.” 

Ryan and Gagner signed one-year deals with the Red Wings knowing 
this rebuilding team would be hard-pressed to reach the playoffs. As 
much as they like being in Detroit, getting moved to a postseason 
contender wouldn’t be a bad situation. 

“I like being a Red Wing and would like to stay, but at the same time, if 
you get traded it’s (potentially) an opportunity to play in the playoffs, 
which is something that every player wants an opportunity to do,” Gagner 
said. 

The handful of teams reportedly in the market for a goalie might inquire 
about Bernier, who is due back soon from a lower-body injury. But having 
been out for a couple of weeks – for the second time this season – might 
concern interested clubs about his health moving forward, making them 
hesitant to relinquish a high draft pick. If he is moved, it likely would be 
for a conditional pick, based on the number of games he plays for his 
new team. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 9, 2021 

 

Luke Glendening, who leads the NHL in faceoff percentage and provides 
a lot of elements that don’t show up on the scoresheet, has drawn 
interest at past trade deadlines. 

The Red Wings surely will look to re-sign Glendening, who turns 32 on 
April 28. But trading him and then bringing him back in the summer is a 
possibility, as it is with Bernier. 

However, Blashill, for one, will not be surprised if it is quiet on the trade 
front the next few days. 
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Thomas Greiss, Adam Erne step up, but Red Wings hurt by ‘avoidable’ 
mistakes 

 

Updated Apr 07, 6:02 AM; Posted Apr 07, 6:02 AM 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

DETROIT – The Detroit Red Wings were set up to play spoilers Tuesday 
against a team battling for the final playoff spot in the Central Division. 

Then they surrendered the lead twice in the third period and went on to 
lose to the Nashville Predators 3-2 at Little Caesars Arena in their first 
shootout of the season. 

The Red Wings (13-22-6) have played fairly well since losing 7-1 at 
Nashville on March 25, going 3-2-2, a stretch that includes only one bad 
period – the first 20 minutes in a 4-1 loss to Florida March 30. 

However, a couple of mistakes involving personnel changes drew the ire 
of coach Jeff Blashill. 

The Red Wings killed a penalty for too man men in the second period but 
were burned by a bad change early in the third, after several players 
headed to the bench while the puck was in the neutral zone. It led to 
Luke Kunin’s breakaway goal that tied it at 1-1 at 3:32 

“Terrible change,” Blashill said. “We’ve talked about this lots. We talk 
about execution and discipline. We had a too many (men) penalty and a 
terrible-change goal. Those are inexcusable things that happen. 

“I thought on that power play we lost momentum. Those are totally 
avoidable things we got to make sure we do a better job of. The (penalty) 
call is the call.” 

After Adam Erne snapped the tie at 12:02, a tripping penalty to Marc 
Staal proved costly. Mikael Granlund scored with 3:58 to play, just 19 
seconds into the power play to tie it at 2-2. 

Another solid outing for Greiss 

Greiss has his game in order after being pulled in the first period of that 
blowout loss at Nashville. He has been solid in five appearances since, 
including the past four starts. 

He gave the Red Wings a chance to win by making 29 saves in 
regulation and overtime, before Ryan Johansen and Roman Josi scored 
on Nashville’s first two attempts in the shootout. 

“I think over this stretch since Florida (on March 30), he’s been solid, and 
we’ve played solid defensively in front of him,” Blashill said. “Those two 
things usually go hand in hand.” 

Greiss has a 1.86 goals-against average and .940 save percentage over 
his past five appearances, after struggling most of the season. 

“He’s been through lots in his pro career, he knows how to handle it,” 
Blashill said. “That’s part of the advantage of having a guy like that. 
Obviously, everybody’s confidence is shaken at times but he’s able to 
stay with it and just work and he’s done that, and he’s put himself in a 
better spot.” 

Said Dylan Larkin: “When he’s out there he’s got a calming effect, just 
like Jonathan Bernier does. He makes key saves and keeps us in the 
games, plays the puck really well and has great hockey instincts. We’re 
going to need to ride him until Berns gets back.” 

That could be as soon as Thursday’s rematch between the teams. 
Bernier has been out since March 18 due to a lower-body injury. 

Ernie near team lead 

As unfathomable as it would have sounded before the season, Erne 
might end up leading this team in goals. He scored his ninth on Tuesday, 
one fewer than team leaders Anthony Mantha and Robby Fabbri. 

Erne’s play earned him the start in overtime. 

“We’re looking for guys that can step up and play and he’s right up there 
in goals for our team,” Blashill said. “He’s earned every bit of ice time 
he’s gotten this year. He hasn’t been given anything, so I rewarded him 
with three-on-three time. He had a look there that potentially could have 
went in.” 

Having each other’s back 

Givani Smith drew praise from teammates by fighting Florida’s Riley 
Stillman last week after his hit on Larkin. 

On Tuesday, Luke Glendening dropped the gloves against Jeremy 
Davies after his hard check along the boards on Valtteri Filppula. 

“It’s very important,” Larkin said. “That’s what a team is all about. We 
have each other’s backs in here, we battle and work for each other and it 
was great to see Luke step up for Fil tonight.” 

Said Blashill: “I think it’s important as a hockey team to care about each 
other, to want to play for each other and want to go to battle for each 
other and want to stick up for each other.” 
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What Bobby Ryan learned in a year with the Red Wings — and why he’s 
open to an encore 

 

By Max Bultman  

Apr 8, 2021  

 

Two competing realities surround Bobby Ryan. On one hand, as the NHL 
trade deadline nears, he is a highly skilled, veteran winger on a one-year, 
$1 million contract — the exact kind of player whose name is so often 
thrown around in trade rumors at this time of year. On the other hand, as 
Ryan aptly said Wednesday: “It’s very hard to get traded when you’re 
hurt and trying to get back in.” 

Whether Ryan’s recent absence due to injury has that kind of impact on 
the deadline will work itself out. But in the meantime, like so many around 
the league right now, Ryan and his family are juggling multiple 
possibilities. 

“Preparing to stay,” he said, “and preparing to leave, if need be. But I’ve 
loved every minute of it with the organization.” 
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In his 14th season in the NHL, Ryan has quickly become an important 
part of the Red Wings after signing in Detroit last fall. In addition to 
Ryan’s 14 points in 33 games, Red Wings coach Jeff Blashill this week 
praised Ryan’s competitiveness, accountability and the perspective he’s 
brought to the team. 

For a rebuilding franchise trying to dig out of its current situation, these 
are invaluable elements for a veteran — especially one with Ryan’s high-
end track record — to add to the dressing room. 

But for Ryan, this season has also provided a snapshot of the Red Wings 
at this moment in time: the players leading the way out of these lean 
years, the way the team operates and more. And what he’s seen has 
made him at least open to the idea of coming back for another run. 

Earlier this season, Ryan said Detroit would be “high on (his) list” this 
offseason if Red Wings general manager Steve Yzerman is interested in 
bringing him back. This week he said that’s “probably more true now than 
ever.” 

Among the seldom-seen things Ryan brought up as notable about his 
time with the Red Wings were the facilities, the way off-ice details are 
taken care of for players — namely the chefs — and the scientific 
approach of Detroit’s training staff. That, he said, was something he 
hadn’t really encountered before. He conceded to feeling some 
information overload with it at times but was nonetheless amazed at how 
much is at the players’ disposal. 

A year ago, he looked across the ice as a division rival with Ottawa and 
thought the last-place Red Wings might be a team just trying to get 
through it as the losses piled up. From the inside, though, his view has 
shifted. 

“I think that they’re a lot more resilient than I would have given them 
credit for last year,” he told The Athletic this week. He pointed back a 
couple of weeks to a brutal 7-1 loss to Nashville that could have easily 
bruised some spirits and noted how the team showed up ready to work 
the next day. 

“And that’s the case right now for every day. Like, win or lose, these guys 
are back here and they’re ready to go. I don’t want to say that they’ve 
forgotten last night, because that’s certainly not the case, but they 
certainly know how to use that as fuel. And that’s going to serve them 
going forward for a long time.” 

It’s impossible to know how far off this Red Wings team is from shedding 
that “rebuilding” label. Right now, it colors every consideration 
surrounding the franchise, particularly at this spot on the calendar. 

But it’s worth noting that from his few months on the inside, Ryan 
believes Detroit may not be as far away as those on the outside think. He 
points to this season and how little practice time there’s been to 
implement things and how, even in spite of that, the Red Wings have 
managed to often play tight games decided by just one or two mistakes 
— a bad play, a costly turnover or, in the case of Tuesday, a poorly timed 
line change. 

“You get to winning a few of those games and you get to flip the script 
there, and you start to feel that; it becomes like a domino effect,” Ryan 
said. “And then you just continue to do the right things every night.” 

This season, he has felt like the Red Wings have often done things right 
for 45 minutes, then lost track for 15, which he called a problem. But he 
has also seen improvements in that regard, especially recently. 

With some of the young players in the fold, those improvements do have 
the potential to build on themselves. 

In Dylan Larkin, the Red Wings have a 24-year-old captain whom Ryan 
said he has “all day for.” He said Larkin may not be overly vocal in the 
dressing room (that falls more to players like Tyler Bertuzzi and Robby 
Fabbri, whom Ryan said bring “a lot of energy” to the room) but speaks 
when he needs to and brings a fire to the ice that teammates feed off. 

“He’s always the hardest-working guy,” Ryan said of Larkin. “I can’t 
remember a day where I thought he was off and he’s not working. Like, 
he just comes to work, he puts his gear on and he goes about his 
business. And for a guy — I say (forward Filip Zadina) because he’s 
probably just the youngest — but Z sees that every single day, and that 
becomes infectious.” 

Ryan called Zadina “unbelievable” when he’s confident and making 
plays. But as a young player, some bumps along the way are inevitable 
too, and they can be especially hard to move on from. That’s why Ryan 
has tried to spend time with Zadina this season, looking to help guide him 
along a path Ryan is familiar with. 

In the 7-1 loss to the Predators, for example, Zadina had a late turnover 
that led to a goal against. In reality, Zadina had been trying to make a 
play and the turnover meant nothing in the grand scheme because that 
game’s fate had long been decided. But as a 21-year-old still finding his 
way, Zadina felt so bad that he was still apologizing the next day. 

So Ryan, as a veteran, made sure to tell Zadina to put that aside. 

“It’s not something that’s going to change our day or make us better or 
make us better in that moment,” he said. “Let’s just go to work today. And 
keeping these guys upbeat because losing can really bog you down.” 

When he was younger, Ryan said he used to be “terrible” at putting 
personal feelings aside when getting feedback on mistakes. But over 
time, he learned to separate the personal aspect. It’s the kind of wisdom 
he can now pass on because he’s lived the whole process. 

“Once I did, I became a much better player and thought the game a lot 
better and freer,” Ryan said. “So I think when I see young guys get called 
out and things, I’ll always just grab them and talk to them after and give 
them three, four things that I think that they could have done differently or 
right, and it’s the same as the coaching staff. As an older guy with a 
younger team, I think you have to be that buffer.” 

That aspect of helping young players is something he thinks he can be 
good at in this stage of his career. He has already experienced so much 
in hockey, starting out as a second overall pick with four straight 30-goal 
seasons early in his career and seeing the highs and lows of competitive 
cycles with Ottawa. He knows the impact he can have by helping players 
such as Zadina, and he embraces it. 

It’s just one more reason a fit in Detroit next season still makes a world of 
sense, no matter what happens between now and April 12. 

“I think there’s a place in the league for players that are in my situation, a 
lot like (Sam) Gagner, where we come in, we just do things right, we just 
continue to be there for the guys, and we move on and they get better,” 
Ryan said. “That’s kind of where I’m at in my career, and I understand 
that. If that’s the case and Steve sees that as I’m a fit for that again, I 
would certainly really think about it.” 
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Nashville Predators throttle Detroit Red Wings to end road trip 

 

WILL BACKUS   | Nashville Tennessean 

 

The Nashville Predators beat the Detroit Red Wings 7-1 on Thursday 
night at Little Caesars Arena.  

Viktor Arvidsson netted a hat trick, with two goals in a one minute span in 
the third period. It was Nashville's third victory in a row and 11th in 13 
games.  
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The Predators will return home for the start of a three-game homestand 
Saturday. 
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What can we expect from Lightning at NHL trade deadline? 

Contenders like Tampa Bay normally would look to upgrade this time of 
year. But how much can the Lightning reasonably do? 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — The Lightning are limited in what they can do leading up to 
Monday afternoon’s NHL trade deadline, but general manager Julien 
BriseBois and head coach Jon Cooper have said the team will do 
everything it can to improve 

Tampa Bay is hamstrung by the salary cap and needed to place big 
contracts on long-term injured reserve before the season just to become 
cap-compliant. That situation hasn’t changed much — the Lightning 
traded depth forward Alexander Volkov two weeks ago to create a little 
more flexibility — but Tampa Bay remains one of many teams 
handcuffed by its cap space. 

“We have a group that’s chasing a championship,” BriseBois said last 
month during his midseason availability. “And every decision that we 
have made up to this point and every decision that we’re going to make 
in the coming weeks is geared towards providing us the best odds 
possible to go on another magical run right here in the postseason this 
year.” 

In spite of their recent struggles, the Lightning have a group that’s one of 
the best-positioned for the postseason. And this year’s trade deadline — 
with several teams with little-to-no cap space, protocol restrictions that 
would delay players reporting to their new teams and the cap remaining 
at a flat $81.5 million next year — complicates issues for all teams. 

“I know a lot of teams are in the same situation we’re in where they 
literally have no cap space or very, very little — not enough to add a 
player without detracting,” BriseBois said. “At the same time, with the 
schedule matrix and divisional formats, there’s a lot more four-point 
games going forward, so the teams that are kind of on the bubble, I don’t 
know what’s ultimately going to guide their decisions. Are they going to 
try to add, or are they going to sell?” 

In the Central Division alone, three teams (Nashville, Chicago and 
Columbus) entered Thursday’s games within five points of the fourth and 
final playoff spot, not including Dallas, which was seven points back but 
had played three fewer games than fourth-place Nashville. 

When the Lightning traded for forwards Blake Coleman and Barclay 
Goodrow before last year’s deadline, they did so with an eye to this 
season, as well. Because both had contracts through the 2021 season, 
they weren’t merely rentals. Acquiring them came at a heavy price — two 
first-round picks and top prospect Nolan Foote. 

But the addition of Coleman and Goodrow, who joinedYanni Gourde on a 
new-look third line with grit was a big reason the Lightning won the 
Stanley Cup last season and had success leading into this month. 

Recently, the Lightning have been hamstring by injuries to their blue line, 
with defensemen Ryan McDonagh, Erik Cernak and Jan Rutta each 
missing significant time. Their absence has forced the team to rely on 
less-experienced players, and the offseason departures of veterans 
Kevin Shattenkirk and Zach Bogosian left the Lightning defense corps 
less seasoned. 

Rookie defenseman Cal Foote has grown into a larger role out of 
necessity. Andres Borgman, who spent most of the season on the taxi 
squad, is playing more, and rookie Ben Thomas has received his first 
NHL shot after six years in the minors. 

The opportunity to gauge those players, along with prospects like Ross 
Colton, who has become the team’s fourth-line center, and Alex Barre-
Boulet, is valuable given that reinforcements are more likely to be 
internal. Combine that with the return of center Mitchell Stephens from 
injury after his conditioning assignment in the minors, and the Lightning 
will have depth options internally. 

If there’s one place the team could upgrade, it’s by adding a veteran 
defenseman to the mix. But inside the Lightning locker room, players 
aren’t paying attention to the deadline. 

“We haven’t paid a tremendous amount of attention to it,” forward Alex 
Killorn said. “We’re just here to play hockey. That’s our job. We’re not 
worried about how we can change the team to make it better. All we can 
do is concentrate on ourselves, especially in the position we’re in, 
(where) you don’t expect a lot to happen.” 

And as BriseBois has mentioned since day one, there’s no postseason 
“acquisition” that would trump the return of star forward Nikita Kucherov, 
who is on long-term injured reserve for the entirety of the regular season 
— and the main reason the Lightning were able to remain cap-complaint 
without dealing away major pieces. Kucherov is skating and on pace to 
return for the playoffs. 

“He’s one of the best players in the league,” Cooper said. “He’s an 
extremely talented player that is offensively gifted, and he makes players 
around him better. You’d rather have those guys in the lineup than not, 
but they’re not always going to be in the lineup.” 
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Lightning’s Stamkos leaves game with apparent injury 

Tampa Bay’s captain was in clear discomfort after making a pass during 
Thursday’s game at Columbus. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

The Lightning’s Steven Stamkos left Thursday night’s 6-4 win in 
Columbus during the third period with an apparent injury and did not 
return. 

Replays showed Tampa Bay’s captain hunched over in obvious 
discomfort and leaning against the boards for several seconds after a 
backhanded pass. He then skated off and into the tunnel. 

Coach Jon Cooper did not have an update on Stamkos’ injury after the 
game. 

“If there’s anything, we’ll fill you in tomorrow, but nothing right now,” 
Cooper said. 

On Stamkos’ last play before leaving, he reached for the puck at the blue 
line and turned toward the boards, shielding the puck from Blue Jackets 
forward Oliver Bjorkstrand before backhanding it up the ice. There was 
no contact on the play. 

Here’s Stamkos’ last shift on the ice. Don’t see much contact at all, but 
he goes off immediately in discomfort. #TBLightning 
pic.twitter.com/H3h2YPJ926 

— Alison (@AlisonL) April 9, 2021 
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Earlier in the game, Stamkos scored his team-high 17th goal, ending his 
seven-game goal drought. It also was his team-high 10th goal on the 
power play. 

Stamkos, 31, has been one of the Lightning’s most durable players this 
season. He has played in 38 of the 40 regular-season games, missing 
two in mid-February while in COVID-19 protocol due to what was later 
determined to be a false-positive test. Coming off offseason core-muscle 
surgery, he entered Thursday averaging 18:26 of ice time, second most 
among Lightning forwards. 

Stamkos has had two core-muscle surgeries since March 2020. A 
recurrence of the injury prevented him from initially participating in the 
Lightning’s postseason run last year. He returned for Game 4 of the 
Stanley Cup final against Dallas, scoring a goal in 2:46 of ice time, but he 
reinjured himself on the play and did not play the rest of the series. 
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Lightning break out of scoring slump, rout Blue Jackets 

Half of Tampa Bay’s game roster finds the score sheet at least once 
during the 6-4 victory. 

 

By Mari Faiello 

 

It should be no surprise that the lineup that helped the Lightning win the 
Stanley Cup last season was the group that helped them out of a seven-
game scoring slump Thursday night in Columbus. 

After scoring four goals in the first period — including three in 4:43 — the 
Lightning couldn’t have asked for a better start. That led to a 6-4 victory 
over the Blue Jackets and the third win in eight games for Tampa Bay 
(27-11-2). 

One downside to the win: Steven Stamkos left during the third period with 
an apparent injury and did not return. Coach Jon Cooper didn’t have an 
update after the game. 

It started with the third line of Blake Coleman, Yanni Gourde and Barclay 
Goodrow. 

“(Gourde’s) line drove the bus (Thursday),” Cooper said. “They did 
everything we asked of them, and they got rewarded for some excellent 
play.” 

The key was trying to keep the game as simple as possible, Gourde said. 

Such was the case for defenseman Ryan McDonagh’s second goal of 
the night, which gave the Lightning a 6-2 lead with 1:04 to go in the 
second period. 

Goodrow battled Columbus forward Max Domi for puck possession in the 
corner, eventually knocking the puck out toward Gourde. Gourde shuffled 
out a pass through traffic to McDonagh, who took a shot on Blue Jackets 
goalie Elvis Merzlikins from just below the blue line. 

“It was pretty much what our line does,” Gourde said about the goal. 
“We’re relentless, and when we do that, we’re tough to play against.” 

Coleman scored in the first minute of the game for his first goal in 13 
games. Goodrow scored to put the Lightning up 3-0 in the first, his first 
goal in 21 games. And Gourde had four assists, his first points in six 
games. 

“That line, when they’re feeling it, they’re tough to stop,” McDonagh said 
of the trio. “They simplify the game for one another. They keep the puck 
going north. They have some bounces that went their way, but they have 
that finishing ability, too, offensively, and it was just a matter of time.” 

McDonagh specifically highlighted the work of Gourde, who tied his 
season high for points. He had four at Chicago on March 7. 

The third line’s ability to create the scoring chances it did against the 
Blue Jackets helped alleviate some of the pressure the Lightning had 
been feeling having lost five of their previous seven games. 

“It was huge to get that first goal,” Gourde said. “Sometimes it’s hard to 
chase the game (if you’re behind), so it was definitely a key moment in 
the game.” 

Entering the game, the third line had found the score sheet only four 
times in the past seven games (two goals, two assists). Against the Blue 
Jackets, it had 10 points (two goals, eight assists) with eight coming in 
the first period. 

“They’re a 200-foot line, and they played both ends of the ice,” Cooper 
said. “You’re comfortable in whatever they do. “Usually, a lot of hard work 
goes into the way those guys play, so when they get rewarded like this, 
you really like to see it because they get some tough assignments on a 
lot of nights, and for them to break out like this, good for them.” 
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Lightning’s Erik Cernak returns to play vs. Blue Jackets 

The defenseman, who suffered a lower-body injury March 23, had 
missed the previous seven games. 

 

By Mari Faiello 

 

The Lightning moved a step closer to playing with their normal lineup with 
defenseman Erik Cernak’s return in Thursday’s 6-4 win against the Blue 
Jackets. 

He had been sidelined with a lower-body injury since March 23, missing 
seven games. On Thursday, he started alongside Victor Hedman. 

Cernak had 22:10 of ice time and two hits. 

“We talked about being tougher to play against, and he’s one of the 
toughest of our group,” defenseman Ryan McDonagh said. “Just in your 
face, finishing every check, blocking a ton of shots and really helping us 
not get stuck in our zone a lot. 

“For a first game in a while, I thought he looked like his old self pretty 
well, so a great step for him.” 

Luke Schenn, who played while Cernak was out, wasn’t in the lineup. 
Rookie Ben Thomas skated in his third straight game. 

On the pregame Bally Sports Sun broadcast, forward Blake Coleman 
said Cernak was “a big piece to have back” in the lineup. 

With Cernak’s return, Tampa Bay had its top penalty kill unit back at full 
capacity, Cernak rejoining McDonagh and forwards Barclay Goodrow 
and Blake Coleman. 

Cernak has one goal and nine assists through 29 games. He ranks third 
among Tampa Bay’s defensemen for assists behind Hedman (30) and 
Mikhail Sergachev (20). Cernak has blocked 35 shots, fourth highest on 
the team, and has 59 hits. 

“He does so much more than just what he does defensively,” center 
Brayden Point said of Cernak before the game in Columbus. “Obviously 
physical presence, a guy that will stand up for his teammates, blocks a 
ton of shots and he’s got that kind of nastiness that sometimes our team 
misses.” 
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The Lightning model: Was Tampa’s 2020 trade deadline a blueprint for 
other NHL teams? 

 

By Joe Smith Apr 8, 2021 

 

When the Lightning traded a couple first-round picks and their top 
prospect at last year’s deadline in separate deals for Barclay Goodrow 
and Blake Coleman, it sent a bit of a shockwave around the hockey 
world. Many were stunned Tampa Bay gave up that much. Some 
scoffed.  

“I can’t tell you how many GMs I spoke to that said, ‘That’s a joke,’ (and) 
‘If I did that, I’d get fired,’” former Lightning GM Brian Lawton said.  

“You might get fired if you don’t do that in the future. I see a lot of people 
trying to copy what (the Lightning) did.” 

The bold moves by Lightning GM Julien BriseBois last spring look brilliant 
now, with Goodrow and Coleman playing key roles on a Stanley Cup 
championship. BriseBois paid the hefty price because he knew he’d have 
both forwards for two playoff runs and at a bargain — their cap hits a 
combined $2.725 million this year. 

With the salary cap expected to be flat the next several years, this is an 
unparalleled and unprecedented time in how teams will have to manage 
their rosters. The fact there’s a Seattle expansion draft this summer 
provides yet another wrinkle. 

But there are some who feel the type of trade Tampa Bay made at last 
year’s deadline could be a model going forward. You identify specific 
needs for your team and aggressively target players who, while not on 
any trade boards, provide value in multiple years at a team-friendly cap 
hit. And if you’re the seller, realizing you won’t have a contending team 
the next couple years, why not sell high on your top asset and accelerate 
your rebuild? 

Those types of players are few and far between, and they’re difficult to 
acquire. As former Devils and Penguins GM Ray Shero said, the 
Lightning’s moves last deadline “may have been the perfect storm.” 

This pandemic-shortened season has created a number of barriers to 
making trades but Shero indicated the concerns over planning for the 
expansion draft and price points are overstated.  

“In expansion, you’re only losing one fucking guy,” Shero said. “You have 
a chance to win. As Lou (Lamoriello) said, ‘You’ve got a five-year plan 
that changes every day.’ If you think that player is a difference in your 
chance to win a Cup … you make those deals. It shows your fans, our 
best chance to win is now, we’re going to have cap issues, now another 
player to protect, but that’s the price of doing business.  

“If you’re not going to do it because you’re so worried about expansion or 
flat cap, don’t try. But it really depends on where you are as a team and 
your evolution.”  

For every Taylor Hall or Kyle Palmieri, there’s a Miles Wood, Chris 
Tierney, Tyler Motte or Calle Jarnkrok, players who fill specific needs and 
at another year on their deals. They may not be getting shopped, but 
they’re not untouchable, either. Former NHL GM Craig Button believes, 
for example, Wood would be a great fit for the Maple Leafs, even if it 
costs them high-quality assets like a top prospect or pick.  

“I can go through the UFA market and say these guys are available, but it 
doesn’t mean those are the best guys,” Button said. “There are ways with 
the flat cap to be creative, to be imaginative, to be bold. 

“Honestly, I think what the Lightning did before they won was brilliant. 
And I hope the rest of the league was paying attention.” 

Button describes the trade deadline this way: 

You’re at a yard sale and spot a book or piece of furniture that might 
seem like a nice price, so you buy it.  

“You might not really need it or want it, but it’s a good deal,” Button said. 
“The deadline is a lot of that. I joke with our guys at TSN. I have no idea 
why the No. 1 thing on the trade bait board isn’t ‘depth.’ How often is that 
brought up? No kidding, you need depth.” 

What the Lightning did last spring was different. They identified a specific 
need. They wanted to add more “sandpaper” to a lineup that was filled 
with skill. They needed a bigger center to play in their bottom six.  

The top two targets on their list weren’t on anyone’s trade board, not 
TSN’s or The Athletic’s. They weren’t even available. Sharks GM Doug 
Wilson said he didn’t want to move Goodrow, a heart-and-soul type 
player who was versatile and came up in the organization. Nor did Devils 
GM Tom Fitzgerald shop Coleman, a homegrown identity-type player 
who had another year left.  

BriseBois had more than a dozen calls with Wilson on Goodrow, noting 
he probably watched 30 of the forward’s games. Fitzgerald said there 
ended up being a “bidding war” over Coleman, with several contenders 
(including Boston) calling.  

Fitzgerald asked for Lighting top forward prospect Nolan Foote. It wasn’t 
until BriseBois made the winger part of the deal that Coleman was theirs.  

“What’s the value of winning a Cup?” Fitzgerald said. “I don’t know. I’m 
not there yet. But I hope to get there, where I can parlay a top prospect 
and a first-round pick because we’re on the verge of winning a Cup. I tip 
my cap to Julien. He’s a good businessman and passionate general 
manager who wants to win. I think he showed his fan base and his team 
that he’s all-in.” 

Shero, who won a Stanley Cup with the Penguins in 2009, said while 
players like Coleman and Goodrow may not be available this week, the 
point is that when you’ve got a contender, you’ve got to go for it. “I 
worked for Mario (Lemieux),” Shero said. “And the only thing Mario knew 
about first-round picks is that he was one of them.” 

As Shero pointed out, while Tampa Bay gave up a first-round pick in the 
Goodrow deal, they also got an (early) third-rounder in return, essentially 
moving back from late first to early third.  

“It’s always the case that people are going to think that you overpaid in a 
trade,” said former NHL GM Jim Rutherford, who won back-to-back Cups 
with the Penguins. “But at the end of the day, if you don’t do it, you don’t 
get the player. And then there’s the same people who are going to say 
you should have gotten that player when you’re in that position.  

“When you’re a GM, when you go get a player and you win a 
championship with the player or players, you’re not sitting there worrying 
about whether you overpaid.”  

Button, also TSN’s director of scouting, said this might be the year where 
if you’re a contender like the Leafs or Lightning, you should give up your 
first-round pick. There was some uncertainty in the scouting world with 
some travel restrictions and many junior leagues postponing their 
seasons. It’s not as deep a draft as recent years, and certainly not many 
franchise-changers, especially in the late first round.  

And if you’re a seller, why not get the maximum return on a player. The 
Devils, headed toward another lottery pick, are no doubt happy about 
landing an offensively-gifted winger in Foote and a second first-rounder 
last year. They could cash in similarly if they dealt Wood.  

If you’re Buffalo, Detroit, New Jersey, Ottawa, Calgary, Anaheim, for 
example, and your championship window isn’t there in the next few 
years, this is a way to replenish your roster with capable young prospects 
or picks. Every team has different wants and are in different places. The 
price may seem too high at first, but eventually makes sense.  
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Shero noted the Lightning didn’t win the Cup solely because of their 
deadline deals for Coleman and Goodrow.  

Tampa Bay’s stars, from Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point to Conn 
Smythe winner Victor Hedman and Andrei Vasilevskiy, were the biggest 
reason. But the acquisition of Coleman and Goodrow, and signing of 
Zach Bogosian, fit the new “identity” of their team that started the 
previous summer with signings of veterans Pat Maroon and Luke 
Schenn.  

They blended the skill and speed with some jam. 

“Every team is looking for that,” Shero said. “They may have scored (six) 
goals (combined) in the playoffs, but it gives you comfort as a coach 
when you have that line that can get the engine running. You have a bad 
first period and they can generate moments, change the balance of the 
game. They created chances, they were hard to play against.” 

And the fact Coleman and Goodrow had another year on their contracts 
— they weren’t pure rentals — played a role in their success. BriseBois 
didn’t have expansion draft concerns with the Goodrow and Coleman 
deals, as both players are UFAs this summer. There’s hope Tampa Bay 
could bring one or both back, but with the team already $3 million over 
the cap next year with just 15 current roster players under contract, it 
seems unlikely. 

The complication of having to plan for the July expansion draft could 
have more teams trying to add pending UFAs at this year’s deadline, 
depending on their situation. But that shouldn’t cripple the idea of a 
contender trying to look at players who fill specific needs that might have 
some term left. 

“I don’t care what the challenges are in your job — find a solution,” 
Button said. “This year might be different than next year. ‘It’s hard to 
make deals, you have the quarantine rules.’ It’s bullshit excuses. Don’t 
buy into that garbage. Find a way to make the team better.” 

The Lightning were a better team last year and are this year because of 
the Coleman and Goodrow deals. They may be hard to replicate at the 
deadline, and this summer, but teams are trying. 

“You pay a premium for specific players to put you over the top,” Lawton 
said. “When I talk to GMs, they’re really hunting guys, and if they’re going 
to move mountains to get a guy on the roster, and I know they have an 
extra box to check with the expansion draft, but they’re making sure they 
get someone they can have on their team next year so they don’t have to 
go through the gymnastics again of trying to get players on their roster.” 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper thinks back to how people thought they gave 
up “too much.” He knows better. He saw the impact they had on his 
team, price be damned. 

“Clearly,” Cooper said, “we maybe didn’t give up enough.” 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Inside how the NHL trade deadline is shaping up 
as deals begin to go down 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Apr 8, 2021  

 

Trade deadline week has finally produced some results and the first two 
deals give us an idea of where this is all perhaps headed. 

Florida and Chicago put a package together Thursday that is very 
reflective of the salary cap environment. 

The Blackhawks have told teams for several weeks that they would have 
cap space for sale and they delivered on that in a deal acquiring Brett 
Connolly, Riley Stillman and Henrik Borgstrom plus a seventh-round pick 
in exchange for Lucas Carlsson and Lucas Wallmark. 

Connolly has two more years on his contract at a $3.5 million AAV. The 
Panthers have been trying to move Connolly most of the year. So the 
prize to take on Connolly, who can still be a serviceable player, was 
getting the young blueliner Stillman plus taking a flier on 2016 first-round 
pick Borgstrom who never did put it together for Florida and is now 
playing in his native Finland but is still 23. Same age as Stillman. 

“Chicago getting Stillman was a good move,” observed one rival team 
executive to me after the deal was announced. 

My sense is that Blackhawks GM Stan Bowman remains open to 
leveraging more of his free cap space ahead of Monday’s 3 p.m. ET 
deadline and he’s let teams know that. 

Keep an eye on the Toronto Maple Leafs in that regard. I believe the 
Leafs have held talks with Chicago and San Jose over the past month 
about using them as a third-party broker in a potential trade scenario if 
that came to pass. 

Detroit is definitely another team that would leverage its cap space to 
gain assets. 

The Panthers, meanwhile, are likely not done. GM Bill Zito was able to 
move Connolly’s contract, which I think a lot of people didn’t think could 
be achieved in this environment. In the 15 years of the cap era, I’ve 
never before seen how protective teams are of cap space as they are 
right now. It’s so hard to move money in this flat cap environment. 

Now, this opens up Zito to a few things. I believe the Panthers were one 
of the teams that inquired on Kyle Palmieri before he was moved to the 
Islanders. Which tells you that Florida may look to add a top-six forward 
before the deadline. But I also think the Panthers would add a blueliner if 
they could. So the Panthers, now that they’ve moved money, could be a 
bit of an action team before Monday’s deadline, wanting to give their 
surprising club a shot in the arm for what they’ve achieved this season. 
Could they add a top-four D and a top-six forward? Probably only one or 
the other. Pending UFA blueliner David Savard would make sense given 
Zito’s Blue Jackets ties and to help spell the loss of the injured Aaron 
Ekblad. But there are other D options out there as well. 

Palmieri trade 

What’s not to like about Lou Lamoriello getting Palmieri and Travis Zajac 
on Wednesday night? The only real price paid here was a first-round pick 
(which won’t be a high one) and a conditional fourth which becomes a 
third if the Isles reach the Stanley Cup Final. 

Lamoriello’s deal was well received by rival front offices around the 
league. 

I felt all along that it would be most likely either Palmieri or Nick Foligno 
who ended up on Long Island based on the criteria Lalmoriello hinted at 
when I interviewed him a few weeks ago. 

“We certainly will see what is available but we won’t make a trade just for 
the sake of making it happen,” Lamoriello told me in that March 24 
interview. 

“In other words, it has to be something that works for the team, that 
works with reference to the chemistry; it doesn’t upset the room, all the 
variables that to me are extremely important.” 

It’s always dangerous to read too much into pre-deadline comments from 
GMs, but I remember that day feeling Palmieri or Foligno most fit that 
criteria he laid out. 

The deal is also reflective of what is shaping up to be a buyer’s market. 
There are some who criticized the Devils for not getting more for Palmieri 
and Zajac. 
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Could the Devils be the only team to net a first-round pick at this 
deadline? Or at least one that’s not conditional. I could be wrong, and 
yes the Buffalo Sabres hope to net a first-rounder for Taylor Hall, and if 
the Columbus Blue Jackets decide to move Foligno, maybe they do as 
well. 

But are we sure? 

The sellers outnumber the buyers right now as far as I can tell. I’ve got 
this weird feeling that prices may crater come Monday and some decent 
players may be available for cheaper prices. 

I strongly believe if Devils GM Tom Fitzgerald had waited until Monday 
on Palmieri, the return drops to a second-round pick. He was wise to act 
now. I don’t think the deal gets any better. And remember that Palmieri 
had a partial no-trade which limits the market to some degree. 

While teams like Boston and Toronto had shown interest in Palmieri, I’m 
not convinced a first-round pick was attainable from either of those 
teams. 

What will fascinate me now is the fallout for Buffalo on Hall. In losing the 
Islanders as a potential trade partner (I mean, we assume Lamoriello is 
out on Hall now, right?), the Sabres likely missed out on the one buyer 
that had ample cap room to take on Hall’s $8 million AAV or at least half. 
Now, whatever teams try to step up on Hall either need a third party 
broker or have to send Buffalo a contract or two to make it all work. All 
the other buyers on the market now are close to the cap. 

One team executive I spoke with Thursday said if Hall was still sitting 
there Monday he could see a team get him for a second- or third-round 
pick plus send Buffalo a contract to make it work. No question the Sabres 
want to do better than that. But remember that Hall has a full no-move, 
he gets to say yes or no to any deal. 

An under-the-radar name to keep an eye on is Alex Iafallo. 

He’s a pending UFA and the Kings have been focused until now on trying 
to sign him to an extension. There have been back and forth talks 
between the Kings and his camp of late but still no breakthrough. 

My sense is that the Kings will continue to hammer away at trying to sign 
him but for the first time, according to league sources, they have now 
also started to take calls on Iafallo from other teams. So it sounds to me 
like parallel tracks until Monday’s deadline, sign him or trade him and 
keep working on both scenarios. 

The 27-year-old winger has 23 points (9-14) in 37 games this season. 

I wonder if the Leafs don’t give the Kings a call on him before Monday. 

Blues/Schwartz 

Jaden Schwartz is a name that’s popping up a bit more on my radar in 
the last 24 hours or so. 

We know that fellow pending UFAs Mike Hoffman and Tyler Bozak are in 
play but until now I must admit I didn’t quite know what to make of 
Schwartz because of how much he’s mattered to the Blues. 

He was mentioned in Jeremy Rutherford’s Blues trade deadline primer 
this week, but not on the same level of availability as Hoffman and 
Bozak, which was my sense as well. 

But it’s interesting that over the past 24 hours I’ve heard Schwartz’s 
name bandied about a bit more from league sources. 

As one rival team executive said, the Blues might be willing to move him 
but only for a significant return. This could simply be Blues GM Doug 
Armstrong putting him out there to see if a team jumps hard. 

Armstrong said earlier this season that he wanted to re-sign Schwartz but 
my sense this week is that there haven’t been any discussions for at 
least a month with the player’s camp. 

One thing to keep in mind is that Schwartz has a 15-team, no-trade list. 
But if I’m a contender, I’m definitely looking into what it costs to get him. 

This smells to me of the Blues not really wanting to move Schwartz but 
being in a position where they will listen in case someone overpays. 

Quiet Coyotes? 

I can’t think of a team that in many ways is in the toughest spot of all than 
the Arizona Coyotes. They’re in a playoff spot. But in the bigger picture, 
they need to be thinking about the future. 

They’ve got nine pending UFAs on their roster, led by the likes of Alex 
Goligoski, Jason Demers, Niklas Hjalmarsson, Derick Brassard and Antti 
Raanta. 

What to do if you’re Coyotes GM Bill Armstrong? 

I think you largely stay quiet unless someone steps up in a meaningful 
way on a player like Goligoski, for example. 

But the idea of sending 4-5 pending UFAs out the door for mid-round 
picks doesn’t appeal to the Coyotes. And why should it when they can 
make the playoffs? 

Yes, they need picks, they need prospects. But given the cap space 
that’s going to open up for them this summer, the Coyotes can also try to 
take advantage of teams that have protection list issues ahead of the 
Seattle expansion draft. And that’s what I think they’re going to try to do. 

It doesn’t mean they don’t move someone before Monday’s deadline. But 
I think it has to be worth the price. 
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The Athletic / NHL Trade Deadline final big board: Taylor Hall, Mike 
Hoffman and 25 others who could be dealt 

 

Craig Custance and Eric Duhatschek Apr 8, 2021  

  

This is it. The final update of trade deadline season to the NHL Trade Big 
Board. And it comes after one of the biggest names on the board gets 
removed, with Islanders GM Lou Lamoriello striking early in landing Kyle 
Palmieri along with Travis Zajac during Wednesday’s blockbuster with 
the Devils. Not only did that deal remove one of the best forwards 
available, but it also comes during a time in which the buyers and sellers 
are evolving. 

“Arizona and Nashville playing well lately has changed what’s out there 
being offered,” said one executive on Wednesday. 

And while that leaves one fewer big name to take a run at, a general 
manager suggested there’s a real opportunity for value deals going into 
Monday’s deadline. 

“There may be, on Monday, a bunch of guys who say, just give me 
something,” said the GM. “You’ll be able to bargain shop, for sure.” 

And while the recent success in Nashville and Arizona might have 
subtracted a couple of sellers, there’s still time to add new ones. That’s 
exactly what may be happening in St. Louis where Blues GM Doug 
Armstrong could change the dynamic of the deadline depending on how 
aggressive he is in his approach to Monday. History suggests he’ll be 
decisive. And if he’s decisively selling, it means the Blues could be the 
target to some of the best options on the market. Need scoring and help 
on the power play? Enter Mike Hoffman. Need a center? Tyler Bozak 
could help the cause. Vince Dunn adds depth to any defense and Jaden 
Schwartz is the best option of all. Contending GMs love proven playoff 
performers and Schwartz is exactly that — 20 points in 26 games during 
the Blues Stanley Cup run. 
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He’s a new addition to the board since the last Trade Board update (read 
all the previous updates here), although The Athletic’s Jeremy Rutherford 
points out that they’d likely prefer to re-sign Schwartz, which keeps him 
on the bottom half of the board. That said, one executive suggested that 
shouldn’t be a deal-breaker right now. 

“They can always re-sign him in the summer if they want to,” he said of 
the Blues and Schwartz. “It’s like (Devils GM Tom Fitzgerald) and Kyle 
Palmieri. Just because (he traded) Palmieri, doesn’t mean he can’t re-
sign him.” 

The same could be said for Nick Foligno, who is drawing interest from 
Colorado, Minnesota and Toronto according to The Athletic’s Aaron 
Portzline. 

But it’s not just the Blues who are adding late intrigue to the deadline. 
Here’s the latest trade board and more on where the market stands in the 
final days. 

2021 NHL trade board 

1 

Taylor Hall, LW 

Sabres 

29 

$8M. Pending UFA 

2 

David Savard, D 

Blue Jackets 

30 

$4.25M. Pending UFA 

3 

Mike Hoffman, W 

Blues 

31 

$4M. Pending UFA 

4 

Luke Glendening, C 

Red Wings 

31 

$1.8M. Pending UFA 

5 

Ryan Murray, D 

Devils 

27 

$4.6M. Pending UFA 

6 

Mikael Granlund, C 

Predators 

29 

$3.75M. Pending UFA 

7 

Nick Foligno, LW 

Blue Jackets 

33 

$5.5M. Pending UFA 

8 

Elvis Merzlikins, G 

Blue Jackets 

26 

One more year at $4M 

9 

David Rittich, G 

Flames 

28 

$2.75M. Pending UFA 

10 

Sam Bennett, C 

Flames 

24 

$2.55M. Pending RFA 

11 

Dmitry Kulikov, D 

Devils 

30 

$1.15M. Pending UFA 

12 

Brandon Montour, D 

Sabres 

26 

$3.85M. Pending UFA 

13 

Jonathan Bernier, G 

Red Wings 

32 

$3M. Pending UFA 

14 

Bobby Ryan, RW 

Red Wings 

33 

$1M. Pending UFA 

15 

Jason Demers, D 

Coyotes 

32 
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$3.937M. Pending UFA 

16 

Tyler Bozak, C 

Blues 

35 

$5M. Pending UFA 

17 

Sam Reinhart, RW 

Sabres 

25 

$5.2M. Pending RFA 

18 

Josh Manson, D 

Ducks 

29 

One more year at $4.1M 

19 

Linus Ullmark, G 

Sabres 

27 

$2.6M. Pending UFA 

20 

Ryan Dzingel, LW 

Senators 

28 

$3.375M. Pending UFA 

21 

Jake DeBrusk, LW 

Bruins 

24 

Two more years at $3.675M 

22 

Mattias Ekholm, D 

Predators 

30 

One more year at $3.75M 

23 

Jaden Schwartz, LW 

Blues 

28 

$5.35M. Pending UFA 

24 

Timothy Liljegren, D 

Maple Leafs 

21 

One more year at $863,333 

25 

Jonathan Quick, G 

Kings 

35 

Two more years at $5.8M 

26 

Chris Driedger, G 

Panthers 

26 

$850,000. Pending UFA 

27 

Vince Dunn, D 

Blues 

24 

$1.875M. Pending RFA 

• We re-canvassed decision-makers around the league to see what the 
level of trade chatter was as the deadline approached. New Jersey, 
Buffalo and Detroit head the list of teams most heavily invested in a sell-
now approach with Columbus, Calgary and Anaheim moving up fast. 
Although an executive of a team on the fence suggested it’s not a great 
year to be a seller. “This year you’re only going to have 28 days after the 
deadline,” he said. “I think teams that are buyers are going to be like, 
‘We’ll add a rental but I don’t know what the price is that we’re willing to 
pay.’ Is it really worth it?” 

• In terms of buyers, the Avalanche and Maple Leafs remain the 
consensus most likely to buy after the Islanders got their deal done, 
although one source mentioned the Brendan Gallagher injury as a 
potential market shifter. “Montreal is interesting with Gallagher out,” said 
an exec who felt like the Canadiens could have been an option for 
Palmieri before he was traded to the Islanders. Execs around the league 
believe the Avalanche are open for a wide range of deals, including 
goaltending, help on defense and a fourth-line center. 

• Nashville becomes the most fascinating team to watch in the final days 
before the trade deadline. We’ve moved Mattias Ekholm well down the 
trade board because of Nashville’s leap back into a playoff spot. In early 
March, a lot of teams with high playoff hopes identified Ekholm as the 
missing link. Now, it might be a hard sell for the Predators to make that 
move. “I don’t think (they trade Ekholm), if I had to guess,” said an NHL 
executive. “They could keep him and still miss the playoffs, obviously. It’s 
a hard process. It’s a hard sell to your sponsors, your season ticket 
holders, your owner, that you’re in a playoff spot and selling. That’s not 
what typically happens.” Said another exec: “I don’t think they can trade 
(Ekholm) now,” he said. “I’m assuming they’d love to get out of a bigger 
(salaried) guy.” 

• The two favorites to advance to the Stanley Cup Final — Tampa Bay 
and Colorado — could use a proven backup goalie and there remains an 
easy connection to make to Detroit’s Jonathan Bernier for both. Bernier, 
with half the salary retained, even if he isn’t completely healthy by next 
Monday, would be a good fit for either team as a playoff insurance policy. 
Ideally, you’d want him playing sooner, but that’s a piece that could pay 
important dividends should there be an injury to a starter. One of the new 
goalie names to consider is Calgary’s pending UFA goaltender David 
Rittich, who carries a $2.75 million cap hit and has been getting more 
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starts since the coaching change to Darryl Sutter. Rittich, to Washington, 
Colorado or Tampa, if they can make the dollars work, makes some 
sense as a consolation prize in the Bernier sweepstakes. Another name 
to watch for the Avs: Buffalo goalie Linus Ullmark. 

• For teams interested in a younger player who would remain under team 
control, Jake DeBrusk might be the most interesting option. Teams 
continue to call the Bruins to inquire about DeBrusk and get a sense of 
what it would take to acquire the 24-year-old winger. What makes him so 
intriguing? “His scoring rate doesn’t drop in the playoffs,” pointed out one 
source. He has 14 goals in 49 career playoff games. 

• The North Division has seen some significant separation, with Calgary, 
Vancouver and Ottawa falling well enough off to the pace to divide the 
division into four buyers and three sellers. Calgary’s Derek Ryan, as the 
sort of reliable, face-off winning, penalty-killing center, who is versatile 
enough to play wing, is also on an expiring contract. Returning to 
Carolina might be a possibility there. And depth wingers Josh Leivo 
($875,000), Brett Ritchie ($700,000) and Joakim Nordstrom ($700,000) 
would also be low-cost insurance policies for any contender. It is 
expected that Calgary will make deeper cuts to a core group that appears 
to have gotten stale and seems out of step with how Sutter wants them to 
play. But those cuts will almost certainly wait until the offseason, just 
because it increases the number of potential bidders for any expensive 
core pieces that might be on the way out of town. 

• The Devils likely aren’t done considering they are loaded with options to 
build out defensive depth for buyers. Ryan Murray has had this weird 
uptick in offense just the last week (six points in a three-game stretch) 
and has been reasonably healthy of late, an important distinction for him. 
At 27, he looks as if he could be a shutdown defender, with the ability to 
get the puck up the ice quickly, as needed. He has a versatility to his 
game that would be appealing. Two other UFAs currently playing in New 
Jersey’s top six are Dmitry Kulikov (averaging just over 19:30 per night; 
earns only $1.15 million); and Sami Vatanen (averaging just over 17:00 
per night; earns $2.0 million). One exec suggested a return to Winnipeg 
might make sense for Kulikov. 

• Florida goalie Chris Driedger remains on the list but the Panthers’ 
surprising success this season keeps him sliding down to the bottom. At 
this point, it’s a long shot that he gets moved but we’re not ruling it out 
completely. If a contender loses a goalie to an injury or a team sees 
Driedger as a potential long-term solution in goal, there could still be a 
deal to be had. The Panthers aren’t shopping him but if they get an offer 
they can’t refuse, they’ll do it. As successful as this season has been for 
the Panthers, there’s still a real need to stock the system with young 
talent and this is one path to do it. 

• With Palmieri off the board, focus shifts to Taylor Hall, who has publicly 
stated his willingness to waive his no-move clause to go to a contender, 
and any number of possible suitors seeking a top-six forward would be in 
the bidding, if they can make the salary and compensation work. It just 
has to make sense for a player who has underwhelmed with Sabres at 
times. “He just kind of stays wide,” said one source in assessing Hall’s 
play. “There’s not a lot being generated from him.” 

• The market is loaded with depth defensemen. Brandon Montour flies a 
little under the radar, but among UFA defencemen, he is playing some of 
the most minutes (just under 21 per night) and has 12 points, none on 
the power play. He is 26 and earns $3.85 million. And there is a quintet of 
left-shot defenceman of wildly varying sizes, styles and paychecks, from 
Ottawa’s Mike Reilly to Dallas’ Jamie Oleksiak to a trio of Red Wings: 
Patrik Nemeth ($3 million), Jon Merrill ($925,000) and Marc Staal ($5.7 
million). “He’s not as mobile as he once was but we have guys who have 
time for Nemeth,” said one potential buyer. “Staal has more experience 
and Merrill is a bit of a better skater.” The pricetag on defensemen in that 
Detroit trio, by one executive, was estimated to be in the fourth-round 
range. And, depending upon how the Flyers approach the deadline, Erik 
Gustafsson is a player who can quarterback a power play and was a 
trade-deadline move a year ago (Chicago to Calgary). 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' benching of Mete in loss to Jets magnifies 
need on defence 

 

Eric Engels 

 

MONTREAL — It’s Masters week and we’re taking a mulligan on a 
recent assertion we made that Montreal Canadiens general manager 
Marc Bergevin has more of a want than a need on defence ahead of this 
year’s trade deadline. 

In fairness, when we initially put that forward as part of this mailbag last 
Friday, Brendan Gallagher was still healthy and the Canadiens were 
maxed out on the cap. Bergevin had also repeated several times leading 
up to then that he really liked his team and that he wasn’t looking to 
offload players just to create more cap space to add to it. And even if we 
knew everything the GM was saying should be taken with a grain of salt 
— or even a block of it after he traded for Eric Staal without moving 
money out a day after saying he wouldn’t do that — we didn’t feel he was 
outright lying about those two things. 

If nothing changed between last week and the deadline, Bergevin would 
have been believable addressing the media afterwards and saying he 
didn’t have to do anything. We’d have even agreed with him. 

But after Gallagher was placed on the long-term injured reserve list with 
a fractured right thumb on Wednesday, the option to add on defence 
without necessarily sacrificing as much off the roster suddenly became 
available. So while the initial thought was Bergevin wouldn’t jump through 
hoops trying to clear space for just any warm body on the blue line — 
especially with Ben Chiarot recovering more quickly than expected from 
a broken hand suffered March 10 — we feel differently now, knowing he 
has the ability to exceed the cap by Gallagher’s contract value to bring in 
some help. 

We also feel Bergevin might feel it’s a necessity after seeing what 
happened in Thursday’s 4-2 loss to the Winnipeg Jets at the Bell Centre. 

Don’t get us wrong, after 13 seasons of covering the Canadiens and the 
NHL, we’ve made it a practice not to overreact to one thing that happens 
in a given game. And if we don’t, Bergevin certainly doesn’t in his ninth 
year as GM and after a 20-year career as a defenceman in the league. 

But this one thing that happened on Thursday was quite revealing, and 
the circumstances made it impossible to ignore. 

The Canadiens, playing their third game in four nights and their second in 
24 hours after losing to the Maple Leafs in Toronto Wednesday, were 
facing a rested Winnipeg Jets team that was idle since Monday. Prior to it 
getting underway, coach Dominique Ducharme stressed the importance 
of being able to rely on everyone on his side. Then the game got 
underway, it devolved with the Canadiens surrendering two early leads 
and he chose to cut his bench down to five defencemen for the third 
period. 

Victor Mete sat and watched while partner Alex Romanov hopped over 
the boards for eight shifts, probably thinking about the error he made in 
not tying up Trevor Lewis’ stick on the goal that made it 2-1 in the ninth 
minute of the first period or one of the few shifts in the second where he 
and Romanov got caught in the turbulence of the Jets forcheck, which 
extended his average time-on-ice to a team-leading 57 seconds. 

Prior to this game, Ducharme was rather satisfied with what he was 
getting from Mete and Romanov as a pair. Statistically, at five-on-five, 
they had controlled over 60 per cent of the shot attempts and the 
expected-goal share, according to naturalstattrick.com, and the eye-test 
was just as pleasing. 
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But the coach’s decision to rip all that up and park Mete on Thursday 
only magnified the need the Canadiens have at this position. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

“It was hard, and we thought it was pretty hard — especially tonight — 
with the two guys together, so we decided to play the second and in the 
third period use five Ds to get more experience with Romy,” the coach 
said. “And at the same time, we were down by one, so trying to make 
sure we were not giving up the next one and just keeping the game 
simple and moving it to the forwards and hoping for offence.” 

It was a strategy that was working decently well before Nick Suzuki took 
his second penalty of the game — a high-sticking minor with just over 
four minutes remaining — and effectively killed whatever momentum the 
Canadiens had gained, but it’s not going to be a viable strategy moving 
forward. Not for a team that will play its remaining 20 games between 
now and May 11, locked into a schedule that features four games a week 
and sequences of three games in four nights. 

And if Ducharme didn’t like the idea of having 21-year-old Romanov 
paired with 22-year-old Mete against the Jets for at least a third of 
Thursday’s game, he’s probably not into it for Saturday’s game against 
them either. 

And it’s not as if the coach has much flexibility here. Xavier Ouellet, who 
recently had a three-game audition next to Romanov, didn’t prove to be a 
worthwhile option. The pairing controlled less than 45 per cent of the shot 
attempts, surrendered 65 per cent of the expected goals and could only 
be depended on for a total of 35:36 together at five-on-five. It’s not as if 
he’s plugging Ouellet back in to the right of Romanov and expecting a 
better result as the games get harder. 

Remaining Time -0:45 

Hellebuyck frustrated after unlucky bounce lets Byron score easily 

Otto Leskinen, who’s currently on Montreal’s taxi squad, is just 24. He 
has five games of NHL experience and a fairly similar profile to Mete — a 
left-shot defenceman who’s more comfortable on the left side and not 
particularly made to excel in the physical areas of the game, where third-
pairing defencemen are often put to the test by big, physical forwards on 
the third and fourth lines of the opposition. 

Combing through the Canadiens’ AHL affiliate Laval doesn’t reveal a 
more suitable option. There are players who have played very well there 
and helped propel the Rocket to the best record in their division, but none 
of them really qualify for what the big team currently needs. They’re all 
short on experience, and half of them would have to play out of position 
— just like Mete and Ouellet. 

And even if Chiarot might be getting closer and closer to a return, he’s 
not jumping back in just yet. If he was, he’d help the experience quotient, 
but would still force one of Montreal’s defencemen to play out of position 
to the right of Romanov. 

Meanwhile, in Columbus, right-hander David Savard, who has 597 
games of experience and a $4.25-million salary that expires at the end of 
this season, sat out of the Blue Jackets’ 6-4 loss to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning to ensure he’ll remain healthy between now and Monday’s 
deadline. The expectation is he’ll be traded, and the Canadiens would 
probably be one of several teams interested in his services. 

Anaheim Ducks defenceman Josh Manson, who’s a hard-nosed, 29-
year-old right-handed defenceman with close to 400 games of 
experience only makes $4.1 million and qualifies as another player the 
Canadiens might want. 

Whether Bergevin gets his hands on either player between now and the 
deadline is anything but certain, but he has a lot more flexibility to do so 
than he did a little over a week ago. He’s also got 12 picks in the 
upcoming draft and a long list of prospects he can part with to make it 
happen. 

As for the incentive, it’s been upgraded after seeing what happened in 
Thursday’s game. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Kyle Palmieri, Travis Zajac fit with Islanders after big 
trade 

 

Mike Kelly April 8, 2021, 11:28 AM 

 

There’s a three-letter word that is arguably the most important 
component of any trade deadline acquisition: Fit. 

How a player will fit in a locker room. How he will fit with new linemates 
and within the system played by the team acquiring him. Fit, on and off 
the ice, is what stands out most about the Islanders' acquisitions of Kyle 
Palmieri and Travis Zajac from the New Jersey Devils. 

Lou Lamoriello acquired two players he knows well from his days in New 
Jersey in exchange for forwards A.J. Greer, Mason Jobst, the Islanders' 
2021 first-round pick, and a conditional fourth-round pick in 2022. The 
Devils also retain 50 per cent of both Palmieri's and Zajac’s salaries. 

"I am excited to have them be a part of our organization right now,” said 
Lamoriello. "I know what they bring on the ice, I also know who they are 
as people and how well they'll fit in the locker room here. Chemistry is 
extremely important to me.” 

Building a championship roster has a lot to do with finding the right 
puzzle pieces, not just collecting the shiniest ones. Pieces that fit in the 
right spots to make a team whole. Think of Tampa Bay’s acquisitions of 
Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow last season to form an effective 
checking line. For the Islanders, the additions of Palmieri and Zajac 
complement a roster that plays an effective and often under-appreciated 
style of game. 

Here’s what each player brings to their new team and why both appear to 
be such a good fit with who the Islanders are and how they play. 

KYLE PALMIERI 

Palmieri is a goal scorer -- something the Islanders needed after losing 
captain Anders Lee for the rest of the season to a knee injury. Palmieri is 
hitting his stride at the right time of year scoring four goals in his past 
eight games after scoring just four times in his first 26 games. The 30-
year-old right winger has averaged over a goal every three games for the 
past five seasons so it stands to reason that he should be able to provide 
the Islanders with reliable goal scoring. 

In addition to his productive scoring rates in recent years, Palmieri has 
also put up strong underlying shooting stats this season, which shows 
that he is still generating quality chances. Palmieri knows how to get 
open in the critical scoring areas on the ice, averaging 2.8 shot attempts 
per game from the slot, which ranks 40th in the NHL. Palmieri ranks in 
the 10th percentile among forwards in terms of the differential between 
actual goals scored and expected goals (a reflection of shot quality and 
quantity). Simply, pucks have not gone in at the rate we would expect 
from Palmieri relative to the chances he’s created this season. With his 
track record as an effective finisher, it won’t be surprising to see him 
score as he has for most of his career, which is exactly what the 
Islanders are counting on. 

In addition to goal scoring, Palmieri is also responsible with the puck, 
something the defensively sound Islanders value. The Islanders rank 
second in goals-against average and third in expected goals against. A 
key to their defensive success is how well they manage the puck in the 
transition zone of the ice -- the neutral zone. No team has allowed fewer 
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rush scoring chances than the Isles who also rank top-three in the league 
in rush goals against and odd-man rushes against. 

New York doesn’t gift opposing teams quick-strike scoring chances and 
Palmieri’s play in the neutral zone will fit perfectly with how the Islanders 
play. Palmieri has turned the puck over on just over four per cent of his 
neutral zone possessions this season, the third-lowest rate of any 
forward in the NHL with at least 500 minutes played. 

When he doesn’t have the puck in the neutral zone, Palmieri does a good 
job disrupting the opposition's attack, ranking 22nd among forwards in 
blocked passes. 

In addition to adding value at even strength, Palmieri should be able to 
help an Islanders power play that ranks 22nd overall. This might sound 
strange as Palmieri has just one goal in over 80 minutes of power play 
time this season but again, it hasn’t been for lack of quality scoring 
chances. Palmieri ranks top-35 this season in power play shot attempts, 
attempts from the slot, deflections, and expected goals. Palmieri has 
spent time in a goal-line/net-front role on the Devils power play this 
season, the same type of role Anders Lee so brilliantly plays for the 
Islanders, so Barry Trotz has that option if he chooses to go that route 
with Palmieri. 

A proven goal-scorer, solid underlying shooting metrics at even-strength 
and on the power play and effective in the neutral zone -- Palmieri 
checks a lot of boxes in terms of fit in terms of what the Islanders need 
and how they play. 

TRAVIS ZAJAC 

Lamoriello drafted Zajac 20th overall back in 2004 and spoke highly of 
him Wednesday. 

“What he brings on the ice and what he brings to a team atmosphere on 
the ice and off the ice, and similar with Kyle, is very important that people 
accept whatever role is given to them, and they give up sometimes their 
own identity to have success,” said Lamoriello. “That, to me, is what I've 
seen Travis do year in and year out. Whatever he was asked to do, he 
did and did it to the highest level." 

Zajac should be able to do just about anything the Isles ask him to. The 
versatile, 35-year-old can play all situations and is averaging just over 
half a point per game this season. Zajac waived his no-move clause to 
join the Islanders and had this to say about joining his new team: "Let me 
just start off by saying I'm extremely excited for this opportunity,” said 
Zajac. "At this point in my career and where I'm at, I wanted a chance to 
win, and I just believe this is a team that has all the aspects of a winning 
hockey team, and to be able to try and be a part of that and help them in 
any way, I think it was, for me, it was the right time.” 

Like Palmieri, Zajac is also a responsible and effective neutral zone 
player, turning the puck over on just 5.7 per cent of his possessions -- 
22nd-lowest among all forwards. Zajac makes a successful possession 
play in the neutral zone (ex. completed pass, controlled zone entry) over 
80 per cent of the time, which ranks 14th among forwards. Both Palmieri 
and Zajac can be trusted to not only limit mistakes, but also make 
effective plays in the middle of the ice. 

Zajac is also an effective forechecker, using his stick to force turnovers in 
the offensive zone. Zajac is averaging four blocked passes per game, 
which ranks 38th among forwards, just two spots behind new teammate 
J.G. Pageau. The Islanders rank top-10 in dump-in rate, which measures 
how often a team dumps the puck in. They also rank top-10 in how 
effectively they recover dump-ins and in generating scoring chances by 
forechecking. Zajac can play this type of game effectively. 

In the face-off circle, Zajac has won more than half of his draws each 
year since 2007 though he is currently sitting at 49.9 per cent this 
season, having won 254 and lost 255 faceoffs. That said, Zajac has still 
been dominant in an area he will likely be used often -- winning defensive 
zone draws on his strong side, the right side of the ice. Zajac has won 59 
per cent of the even-strength faceoffs he’s taken this season on his 
strong side in the defensive zone. Pageau takes a majority of these 

faceoffs for the Islanders so Zajac can either complement him if they play 
together on the third line, or provide an alternate option depending on the 
situation in the game. 

Neither Palmieri nor Zajac can replace the style of game played by Lee 
or what he means to the team from a leadership standpoint as its 
captain. However, the Islanders are a team that succeeds, perhaps more 
than any other, because the whole is greater than the sum of its parts. 
Synergy. Each piece of the puzzle complements the others to form a 
cohesive unit, one that is tied for first in the East Division with the 
Washington Capitals. 

Lamoriello said chemistry is extremely important to him. Well, Palmieri 
and Zajac look like terrific fits. Nobody would know that better than the 
Isles GM. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.09.2021 

1208162 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / 9 defencemen who could be moved by the 2021 NHL 
trade deadline 

 

Emily Sadler 

 

It's a buyer's market out there this year, but with the demand for 
defensive depth always high, might this be the position where we see the 
most movement at the NHL trade deadline? 

Anything can happen at the deadline — especially in a year as 
unpredictable as this, with a handful of teams still straddling the line 
between contending and not. But as we near 3 p.m. ET on Monday, 
here's a group of rearguards we're keeping an extra close eye on. 

All contract information can be sourced to CapFriendly.com 

David Savard, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Age: 30 

Cap hit: $4.25 million (pending UFA) 

With Mattias Ekholm (mostly?) off the board, Savard is the new belle of 
the blue line ball at the deadline. And as Columbus's hard luck continues 
with a losing streak and a string of injuries, it's all but ensured that 
Savard will be on the move. 

Whoever lands this 30-year-old right shot pending UFA is getting his 
physicality and sandpaper — and lots of it. Savard plays a really tough 
game, eats the toughest of minutes, and could be a serious powerhouse 
in the post-season when it comes to making a contender particularly hard 
to play against. Time and time again, we see the same things: Finesse 
and offensive power get you into the playoffs, and toughness keeps you 
in 'em. And that right there is worth a lot. 

Another Blue Jacket to keep an eye on: Michael Del Zotto, 30, could fill a 
depth role for a team anticipating a long and gruelling playoff run. His 
$700,000 cap hit is certainly enticing. 

Brandon Montour, Buffalo Sabres 

Age: 26 

Cap hit: $3.85 million (pending UFA) 

The Buffalo Sabres are open for business and motivated to sell, and 
should have no shortage of interested buyers inquiring about Montour. 
While this year generally sees more sellers than buyers, Montour could 
still fetch a decent return for Buffalo considering the high demand for 
defenders and the somewhat shallow talent pool. This is particularly true 
when it comes to pure rental rearguards, like Montour. With teams 
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hesitant to take on players with term in this flat-cap, pre-expansion time 
we're living in, Montour feels like a sure bet to be dealt to a defence-
needy team, and it's worth wondering if the Sabres drive up the price by 
offering to retain a little salary. 

The 26-year-old right-shot is currently on the Sabres' third pairing, but we 
know from his days in Anaheim that he's able to play a bigger role in the 
right situation and can contribute offensively, too. We're seeing some 
glimpses of that offence of late — all five of his goals this season have 
come in the past month, with four of them scored in his last five games. 

Another Sabre who could be on the move: Colin Miller has one more 
year remaining on his contract at $3.875 million per. The 28-year-old 
right-shot rearguard would be a strong candidate for a depth role on a 
contender. 

Josh Manson, Anaheim Ducks 

Age: 29 

Cap hit: $4.1 million (still under contract for 2021-22) 

If Manson is not moved at the deadline, it likely won't be for lack of teams 
calling and trying to pry him away. With the Ducks leaning into their 
rebuild, they are motivated to sell -- but with a player like Manson, who's 
still under contract for one more year at $4.1 million, this doesn't feel like 
a deal they need to rush on if the right buyer doesn't come along before 
the deadline. He's a great fit with the Ducks' lineup, but he may not be a 
great fit with what this team is looking to accomplish with a youth 
movement afoot. 

Manson's term provides good value for a solid defender who can play a 
physical game, but it might actually prevent some teams from calling. As 
GMs like Toronto's Kyle Dubas have indicated, there's a hesitancy to add 
money beyond this year due to the flat cap. Still, one more year of a 
strong defender at $4.1 million has to be appealing to, say, a Florida or 
Carolina — both of whom have been rumoured to be eying a right-shot 
D. 

Manson missed a big chunk of time this season with an oblique injury 
and has been limited to just 14 games. After a setback in early March, 
he's now been back in the lineup for two weeks and looks good. Manson 
does have some control here, as his modified no-trade clause allows him 
to submit a list of 12 no-trade destinations. 

Vince Dunn, St. Louis Blues 

Age: 24 

Cap hit: $1.875 million (pending RFA) 

This one feels like it might be a bit of a stretch, and certainly wouldn't be 
your typical rental scenario — he's a pending RFA, after all — but the 
Blues are in a tough spot and you have to wonder if GM Doug Armstrong 
is going to shake things up a little in an effort to jolt his team back into 
contention. 

Dunn has long been projected as a promising young part of this blue line, 
but this hasn't been a smooth relationship of late. He's been vocal about 
wanting a larger role, but has struggled when given one, and a contract 
stand-off that ended in a one-year deal on Dec. 31 means another 
negotiation lies ahead, and this one has all the makings of a change-of-
scenery coming. Young offensive-minded d-men with a cap hit under $2 
million aren't often up for grabs on the trade market, and he might just be 
the Blues' ticket to getting a goal-scorer or recouping some assets. With 
plenty of assets and some newfound cap flexibility, might Montreal be 
calling? 

Dmitry Kulikov, New Jersey Devils 

Age: 30 

Cap hit: $1.15 million (pending UFA) 

The New Jersey Devils have dealt away their two most eligible forwards 
in Kyle Palmieri and Travis Zajac. Might they now be shipping out a few 

blue-liners? Of those most eligible, Kulikov is a no-brainer. He's got a low 
cap hit and fits the bill of a rental depth defenceman that we so often see 
moved at the deadline, and he's on a team that's motivated to sell. 

Two more Devils to WATCH: Sami Vatanen (age 29, $2M cap hit) and 
Ryan Murray (age 27, $4.6M cap hit) are both pending UFAs that could 
move. 

Alex Goligoski, Arizona Coyotes 

Age: 35 

Cap hit: $5.475 million (pending UFA) 

General manager Bill Armstrong is sitting in a tough spot right now. The 
Coyotes are currently in playoff position. Stay in that fourth spot, and 
you're running into the league's best team in the Colorado Avalanche 
with little chance of survival. Sell a few pieces in an effort to recoup some 
desperately-needed assets for a rebuild, and you're sending the worst 
kind of message to your players who've fought this hard and the fans 
rooting them on. 

Should he choose to make some deals, a player like defenceman 
Goligoski could be a rental candidate. The pending UFA is heating up, 
putting together a five-game assist streak within the past 10 days. He's 
got a heavy cap hit, though, and a modified NTC that allows him to 
provide eight no-trade teams. Niklas Hjalmarsson, if he can get healthy, 
could be one to watch as well. 

Jamie Oleksiak, Dallas Stars 

Age: 28 

Cap hit: $2.1375 million (pending UFA) 

If you're a Leafs fan, thought No. 8 of Elliotte Friedman's latest edition of 
31 Thoughts piqued your interest: 

    If Toronto decides to go for a depth defender, I could see Dallas’s 
Jamie Oleksiak being a consideration. 

Like the Blues, the Stars are a powerful, playoff-ready team that is simply 
underperforming. No one player is responsible for that, of course — a 
tough COVID outbreak, a brutal winter storm in the area, and injuries 
have all factored in heavily here, and Dallas has responded admirably. 
But, also like the Blues, maybe a jumpstart is needed here before it's too 
late. A pending UFA who's been traded away and brought back before, 
Oleksiak could be a strong candidate with a decent market. 

Marc Staal, Detroit Red Wings 

Age: 34 

Cap hit: $5.7 million (pending UFA) 

Trading a $5.7-million cap hit in this climate? That seems impossible. But 
maybe there's some massaging that gets this deal done. 

Bringing in veteran experience is always a smart move, and you've got to 
believe Staal would welcome a chance to contend again and waive his 
no-move clause. With Detroit's cap flexibility, the club is one of just a few 
that could leverage salary retention — and even take on more of a cap 
hit for other assets — at the right price as part of any potential deals. 

Mattias Ekholm, Nashville Predators 

Age: 30 

Cap hit: $3.75 million (still under contract for 2021-22) 

So you're saying there's a chance... 

Honestly, probably not. But considering how many trade bait lists he 
topped just a month ago, it feels like he's still worth mentioning here at 
the bottom. Just in case. An incredible win streak completely changed 
Nashville's fortunes, altering GM David Poile's priorities heading down 
the stretch as the Predators went from being considered this year's 
deadline "king-makers" to a team that's going to chase the crown 
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themselves. Ekholm still has one more year on his contract, which makes 
him both more and less desirable as a deadline acquisition — perhaps 
he's dealt this summer around the expansion draft instead? — 
considering teams might be hesitant to add term right now. But if the 
price is right for Poile, do you think he makes this move? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' gamble on Pearson extension could pose future 
salary-cap issues 

 

Iain MacIntyre April 9, 2021, 12:37 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – The Vancouver Canucks’ wager on Tanner Pearson 
doesn’t look nearly as good as their bet on Thatcher Demko. 

When the National Hockey League team took a calculated risk last week 
on Demko, their gamble was backed by the strong likelihood the goalie 
will continue to improve and should be a bargain by the end of his 
contract. 

But when the team bet Thursday on Pearson, the risk was amplified by 
the probability that the winger’s game may erode over the contract’s term 
and make him another liability against the indefinitely tight salary cap in 
Vancouver. 

Demko turned 25 in December, is in only his second full NHL season and 
is thriving after getting his first chance to be a starter at this level. 

Pearson turns 29 in August, has been in the league for eight years and 
before he suffered an ankle injury in March was having the poorest 
season offensively in his career. 

The three-year, $9.75-million contract extension the Canucks announced 
Thursday for Pearson isn’t even 40 per cent of the $25 million the team 
will pay Demko over the next five years. But amid the NHL’s flat-cap 
crisis and with general manager Jim Benning staring down the double 
barrel of lucrative extensions due for franchise cornerstones Elias 
Pettersson and Quinn Hughes, the Pearson contract looks awfully risky 
even if his annual salary is coming down slightly from this season’s $3.75 
million. 

The Canucks announced both deals Thursday, delaying by a week the 
official confirmation of Demko’s contract due to the COVID-19 outbreak 
that shut down the team last Wednesday. Demko is one of 18 Canucks 
regulars on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list. Pearson, who was not with 
the main group after being injured on March 17, has so far tested 
negative. 

Benning, joined by team physician Dr. Jim Bovard, will be available to the 
media Friday morning. It will be the first time Benning has answered 
questions since the outbreak began. 

Neither Pearson nor Demko is expected to speak to reporters until at 
least next week. 

Pearson has been one of Benning’s better trades during the GM’s seven 
seasons in Vancouver. Not only has Pearson supplied the Canucks with 
reliable, two-way play and finally given centre Bo Horvat a steady 
linemate, his acquisition from the Pittsburgh Penguins at the 2019 trade 
deadline allowed Benning to shed one of his biggest mistakes, 
defenceman Erik Gudbranson. 

But after scoring 21 goals and 45 points in last year’s 69-game regular 
season, Pearson has just six goals and 11 points in 33 games this year. 
His season is not as poor as it looks. The veteran remains among the top 
third of Canucks' regulars by most play-driving measures, and Pearson’s 
shooting percentage of 8.1 is improbably below his career mark of 11.5. 

His offensive numbers have been further suppressed by the epic struggle 
of Vancouver’s second power-play unit and, as always, Pearson 
continues with Horvat to get the most difficult matchups on the team, 
starting a career-low 39.1 per cent of shifts in the offensive zone. 

Still, the question about Pearson is not really about how well he has 
played during the pandemic season, but what will he look like next 
season at age 29? And in his 30-year-old season and at 31, when the 
former first-round pick from Kitchener, Ont., will be due $4.25 million at 
the end of his back-loaded contract. 

It is important to remember – and this contract reinforces the idea – that 
the Canucks value Pearson beyond his statistical contributions. When 
unrestricted free agents Jacob Markstrom, Chris Tanev and Troy Stecher 
left the Canucks last fall, Benning’s mistake was not in failing to match 
the contract offers those players got elsewhere, but underestimating the 
impact their exit would have on team culture and the leadership group. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Pearson is an important surviving piece of that culture that Benning 
clearly doesn’t want to see deteriorate further. There is also a sense 
within the organization that Pearson, trusted by coach Travis Green and 
universally respected by teammates, is a necessary linemate for Horvat, 
the captain who has seldom been given the support on his wings that he 
deserves. 

When Benning landed winger Tyler Toffoli ahead of last year’s trade 
deadline, the initial plan was that he would finally fill out the second line 
beside Horvat and Pearson, Toffoli’s friend and linemate from the Los 
Angeles Kings. Instead, with Brock Boeser injured, Toffoli was bestowed 
to Pettersson on the top line and stayed there. 

But while Pearson is a solid player and excellent teammate who should 
do better at the end of this season than he did at the start, he is a middle-
six winger on a team that will miss the playoffs. 

Pearson would be a bottom-six winger on a better team, and he is 
trending toward that role in Vancouver. As we’ve seen with the Canucks’ 
$3-million-a-season fourth-liners, Antoine Roussel and Jay Beagle, 
committing that kind of salary at the bottom of the lineup badly restricts 
what you can do at the top, where most games are won and lost. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' record ninth win vs. Senators further proof rebuild is 
finally over 

 

Mark Spector 

 

“If it was so easy,” Dave Tippett asked, “why didn’t everybody do it?” 

His team has just beaten the Ottawa Senators again, for the ninth time 
this season, surrendering nary a loser point in a season series so 
dominant even the glory years Oilers had never accomplished the same 
feat. 

Sure, the Glory Years Oilers beat Dale Hawerchuk, Doug Soetaert and 
the 1993-94 Winnipeg Jets eight straight times. But not nine, the way the 
2020-21 Oilers did to Ottawa. 

“Eighteen points against one team,” mused winning goalie Mike Smith, 
the Renaissance man who stopped a season-high 39 pucks in a 3-1 
Oilers win. “That’s pretty impressive.” 
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It is, in fact, something that has never been accomplished in the history 
of an organization that has won five Stanley Cups and attended two 
more. Sure — it’s not 50 goals in 39 games, or 215 points in a season, 
two of Gretzky’s greatest records. Nor does it approach the NHL record 
446 goals in a season, as those Oilers in ’83-’84 scored, many against 
the hapless Jets. 

But let us pause and take stock of an accomplishment that is so rare as 
this one, nine games in which the Senators could not even wring a loser 
point out of the selfish Oilers. Even in a game like Thursday’s where the 
Sens outshot Edmonton 40-23 and could well have walked away with a 
win. 

“You just keep playin’ like that and you’re going to win more times than 
not,” said Sens head coach D.J. Smith. “We’ve won more games this 
year where we didn’t play close to how well we played tonight.” 

Of course, his post-game sessions have not all been so positive this 
season as Edmonton put the boots to the young Senators night after 
painful night. 

“Their big guys took us apart tonight,” Smith said after an 8-5 win in 
January when Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl combined for 11 
points. 

Or this one, after a 4-2 loss in February: “Right now every break seems 
to go in. Probably I need more from some of the older guys. Probably 
need more right now from some of the guys who have been in the 
league.” 

Ironically, the deadly McDavid-Draisaitl duo that had gorged on the Sens 
this season with 41 points in the first eight games, was quiet on 
Thursday’s score sheet. One lone assist, by McDavid, was all the plucky 
Sens allowed. 

So Edmonton got goals from Kailer Yamamoto (his first in a month) and 
Devin Shore instead, with Jesse Puljujarvi collecting an empty-netter to 
seal the Sens’ fate. 

“(Ottawa) has gotten better each time we’ve played them, and we just 
kind of found ways to get wins,” Smith said. “Teams find ways to combat 
your offence. We’re just finding different ways to win.” 

McDavid had more assists against Ottawa this season (17) than 624 
NHL players have points. 

Draisaitl collected more points (21) against the Sens than Taylor Hall has 
all season long (19). 

“We think the game at the same level. We look for each other,” Draisaitl 
said prior to a 7-1 win over Ottawa back in March. “I know where and 
when he wants the puck. Every once in a while I’ll get that pass to him.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Of course, NHL players being who they are, there was little appetite 
among the Oilers to revel in having forged a new team record. What nine 
straight wins against the same team really means is, this club isn’t that 
club anymore. 

The nail, finally, is starting to look more like the hammer. 

“We want to build something,” Smith said. “It doesn’t matter who we’re 
playing, we just want to be building. Putting ourselves in position going 
into the playoffs where we’re playing our best hockey. We’re doing the 
things it takes to push games along, get important wins… 

“We’re not just here to get two points and move on. We’re building for 
something bigger than just another two points against an Ottawa 
Senators team that’s going to be a good team down the (road). We’re 
building for something more.” 

Those days of “something more” will arrive soon enough. 

For one record-setting night though, we saw something we’ve never seen 
before. 

“We found a way to win nine times, which is great,” Tippett said. “It’s a 
weird year.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoff Push: How standings are shaping the 
trade deadline 

 

Rory Boylen 

 

Even this close to the trade deadline, the NHL's regular season standings 
are still shaping how certain GMs will act. 

With four days until the closing of trade business, we've seen some 
unexpected swings lately. Nashville was the earliest mover, going on a 
hot run that has turned it from a hard seller to a stand-pat team at least. 
San Jose has had a nice little run of its own, while Arizona, a would-be 
seller, may have no choice but to push on now. 

Each week between now and the end of the regular season, we'll capture 
the latest in the race for the playoffs. We still have a ways to go until the 
final four in each division are set, though, with 16 games or more left for 
almost every team. So as we take a division-by-division look at those 
races, this week we'll explore how these races are impacting the action 
that will unfold between today and April 12 at 3:00 p.m. ET. 

NORTH DIVISION 

If the season ended today... 

(1) Toronto vs. (4) Montreal 

(2) Edmonton vs. (3) Winnipeg 

What the playoff race looks like today... 

Trade deadline impact... 

The top four teams in the North are all but set, which really dampens this 
playoff "race." 

It does set a clear divide between buyers and sellers here. Every one of 
the top four teams in this division will be looking to add. Montreal already 
picked up Eric Staal, but Brendan Gallagher's placement on LTIR opens 
up the possibility for another sizeable move. The Habs were previously 
thought to be in on Mattias Ekholm, but if he's not available anymore 
they'll have to prioritize another defenceman. 

Toronto has not been shy about its deadline intentions, declaring a want 
for top-six scoring and being open to the rental market and trading top 
picks and prospects. But we still have to wonder about the situation in 
net, with the latest update on Frederik Andersen being purposefully 
vague. 

Winnipeg could use another defenceman to improve its blue line and GM 
Kevin Cheveldayoff hasn't been shy about dealing for rentals in previous 
seasons if it meant upgrading an area of need. 

The Oilers would like to add, and have a need for a third-line centre, but 
GM Ken Holland has talked all about the zero dollars in cap space he 
has, setting expectations low. But if everyone else is going to be active, 
can they be the only ones to sit still? 

On the other side, the Senators have been sellers for some time, but in a 
crowded market it's unclear how many of their rentals they'll be able to 
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offload. Vancouver would sell, too, but its present situation with a COVID 
outbreak leaves a lot of uncertainty with player movement. The Flames 
will sell as their core seems to be at an end, though any substantial 
change may have to wait for the summer months. 

Important upcoming games... 

• The Jets head into Montreal for Thursday and Saturday games, with the 
Canadiens playing on a back-to-back for the series opener. The Habs 
have three games in hand on the Jets, but are six points back, making a 
takeover difficult. But a couple wins in a row here and that race will get 
much tighter. Whoever finishes fourth is likely lining up with Toronto, the 
best team in the division all season. 

• The Oilers play Calgary this weekend and then are scheduled to play 
the Canucks twice next week. According to Iain MacIntyre, the Oilers 
have been told by the league to not expect the Canucks to be ready for 
those games yet, so will we see a schedule change? If not, the Oilers 
would be a week between games. 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

If the season ended today... 

(1) Florida vs. (4) Nashville 

(2) Carolina vs. (3) Tampa Bay 

What the playoff race looks like today... 

Trade deadline impact... 

The most interesting trade deadline development here has been 
Nashville's sudden and surprising rise -- though it's not good news if 
you're hoping for lots of action. They're not in yet, but their hot streak 
coupled with a Chicago slowdown has given the Preds the edge and now 
all the players who were in the rumour mill may instead stay put. Since 
saying on ESPN Radio in Nashville last week that he'd let his players 
determine how he acts at the deadline, David Poile's Preds are 3-1, with 
a game against Detroit ahead Thursday night. 

The other team to watch is the Columbus Blue Jackets, who looked 
horrible for a stretch, then beat Tampa Bay in an impressive showing 
Tuesday night. The math is against the Jackets, five points out with one 
more game played than Nashville, so they're likely to sell. But could GM 
Jarmo Kekalainen still wait a few days here? 

At the top of the division you have the potential for all sorts of big action. 
Tampa Bay has been identified as a potential stealth landing spot for 
David Savard, while Florida and Carolina have all the cap space they 
could want to make big splashes. The Lightning will already be getting 
Nikita Kucherov back for the playoffs, too, so that will be in the backs of 
the minds of the GMs in Carolina in Florida as they aim to get through 
last year's champs. 

Important upcoming games... 

• If the Blue Jackets are still deciding what to do, they have two more 
games until the deadline to make up their mind. After beating Tampa 
Tuesday — their second win over the Lightning in a week — Columbus 
plays them again Thursday and another win could create an air of 
optimism. Saturday brings a date with Chicago, one of the teams they're 
chasing. A couple of losses, or especially one against the Hawks that 
would directly lose playoff ground, could cement the Blue Jackets as 
sellers. 

• Whether Nashville is still on the edge of the playoffs or is able to create 
separation will be determined in the coming days. The Preds play Detroit 
on Thursday, followed by back-to-back home games Saturday against 
Tampa Bay and Sunday against Dallas, which still has an outside playoff 
shot itself. 

• By the time Dallas gets to that game against Nashville on Sunday, it 
could be what ultimately sets its deadline tone. The Stars have the 
toughest schedule left and though they still have three games in hand on 
Nashville, their point deficit is now seven. The Stars play in Chicago 

Thursday, and host Florida Saturday before heading to Nashville 
Sunday. Anything short of a sweep and they may have to sell some 
rentals. 

• If Tampa doesn't finish first, then one of Florida or Carolina will be 
"rewarded" for a great season with a Round 1 date against the champs. 
So, their head-to-heads take on heightened urgency. The Panthers 
already lost 5-2 to Carolina once this week and the two meet up again 
Thursday. The winner will hold first place Friday morning. 

WEST DIVISION 

If the season ended today... 

(1) Colorado vs. (4) Arizona 

(2) Vegas vs. (3) Minnesota 

What the playoff race looks like today... 

Trade deadline impact... 

Colorado and Vegas were expected to be all-in this season and that 
remains on track. They won't be approaching the deadline on the same 
footing, though. While Vegas is capped out following an off-season of big 
moves that forced it to sell a few players off cheap, Colorado will arrive at 
the deadline with more flexibility — about $2 million in cap space. 
Whether the Avalanche add to their defence or forwards, or instead focus 
on a backup goaltender remains to be seen. 

The Wild are an interesting case because they have exceeded all 
expectations this season, but are still ahead of schedule and may want to 
be cautious about their deadline moves. A case could be made to give 
this roster some help in the form of a rental to avoid any further Seattle 
expansion complications, but they're likely to face either Vegas or 
Colorado in Round 1, which could be an uphill battle. But remember this: 
while the Wild are 3-5 against Colorado, they're 4-1-1 against Vegas, so 
don't count them out just yet. 

The Coyotes are the biggest question mark. They need picks and 
prospects and have rentals who would be appealing to other teams, plus 
players like Darcy Kuemper or Conor Garland who are under team 
control for at least another season each. But how can they sell now? 
Thanks to a 7-3-1 run, along with a cold stretch from the Blues, Arizona 
has control of fourth place. 

Anaheim could be the most intriguing seller if it decides to move pending 
UFA Ryan Getzlaf or Rickard Rakell, who has another season under 
contract. 

Important upcoming games... 

• The Coyotes have two more games ahead of the trade deadline — both 
on the road in Vegas Friday and Sunday. Meanwhile, the Blues play 
twice at home to Minnesota on Friday and Saturday. How they each do in 
those games and what the playoff picture looks like Monday morning will 
be a huge factor in how both the Blues and Coyotes approach the 
deadline. 

• San Jose's four-game winning streak was ended by a crushing 5-1 loss 
to lowly Anaheim Tuesday, but it has a game in hand on St. Louis and 
two in hand on Arizona, so perhaps there's still an outside shot at the 
playoffs. The Sharks play at home against Los Angeles Friday and 
Saturday — a couple of losses locks them in as sellers, though it's worth 
mentioning that goalie Devan Dubnyk and forward Marcus Sorensen are 
their biggest rentals available. Possibly Patrick Marleau, too, though he's 
set to break Gordie Howe's all-time games played record a week after 
the deadline and could stay put to do it in a Sharks jersey. 

EAST DIVISION 

If the season ended today... 

(1) Washington vs. (4) Boston 

(2) NY Islanders vs. (3) Pittsburgh 
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What the playoff race looks like today... 

Trade deadline impact... 

The Islanders made their big move Wednesday, acquiring Kyle Palmieri 
and Travis Zajac from the Devils. The Capitals don't have the cap space 
to make that sort of splash, but could think about adding to their 
goaltending depth. The Penguins don't have tons of cap space either, but 
the way the team responded to a slow start after new management came 
in makes them a likely buyer. GM Ron Hextall told The Athletic he's in the 
market for a "big, physical forward." 

In Boston, it's not clear what's going on with Tuukka Rask or when he 
might return, which warps what the team's deadline outlook will be. But 
with Philadelphia fading, the Bruins are getting a little separation in the 
standings and since we don't know how many more years this core has 
left as a contender, they should be considered as buyers anyway. 

The Flyers, well, they've had a miserable stretch where the defence and 
goaltending have imploded, making them somewhat of a wild card. Scott 
Laughton would be an interesting addition to the rental market and 
someone who many teams might want for the third line, but could the 
Flyers seek a shake up now, or wait for the summer? 

New Jersey has already started its selling period and with Palmieri 
moved, Buffalo's Taylor Hall becomes the focus of the "top-six forward 
market" even if he might fit better on the third line in some cases. 

Important upcoming games... 

• Do the Flyers have any hope at a playoff spot at all? In two meetings 
with Boston already this week, Philadelphia won in overtime and followed 
it up with a loss, losing a point in the process. The Flyers next play the 
Islanders Thursday and then Boston again on Saturday and Buffalo on 
Sunday. A sweep of the three could get them back in it, but a further 
spiral could open up more trade possibilities. 

• While Boston has one more game against the Flyers this week to try 
and separate, it also faces Washington on Thursday and Friday. Losses 
there could also open up an avenue for either the Flyers or Rangers to 
make up ground. 

• The Rangers are 6-3-1 in their past 10 and have scored four or more 
goals in four of their past seven. Five points back of Boston with two 
more games played, the Rangers are still a long shot to get in, but cracks 
are starting to show in the Bruins. New York has tough games against 
Pittsburgh and two on the road against the Islanders ahead of the 
deadline. Those games probably won't turn the Rangers into sellers, but 
it could re-shape the playoff race and push the Bruins into a more 
desperate buying position. 
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TSN.CA / Dominance at even strength driving the Avs this season 

Have the Colorado Avalanche positioned themselves as Stanley Cup 
favourites? That honour has belonged to the Tampa Bay Lightning for the 
past few seasons – an ultra-deep, uber-talented team devoid of an 
obvious hole in the lineup. 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

Have the Colorado Avalanche positioned themselves as Stanley Cup 
favourites? 

That honour has belonged to the Tampa Bay Lightning for the past few 
seasons – an ultra-deep, uber-talented team devoid of an obvious hole in 
the lineup. But the second tier of competition has been talented for a 

while now, offering the opportunity for an emergent team to build out the 
rest of their roster and challenge the Bolts. 

If we look at the past three years of performance, you can see how tightly 
clustered the challenger group has been behind Tampa: 

Some of these teams are in different life cycles – the Boston Bruins and 
Washington Capitals have been outstanding during this run, but their 
competitive window really is right now. Younger teams like the Toronto 
Maple Leafs, Carolina Hurricanes and Avalanche have been similarly 
competitive, but on an upward trajectory year-over-year. 

All three of those organizations have been exceptional this season, but 
the Avalanche are starting to establish themselves as an outlier in 
comparison to the rest of the league. 

Colorado certainly plays in a top-heavy West Division that offers up a few 
bottom-feeders for them to pick apart. But they are also facing a serious 
challenge from a fellow Cup contender in the Vegas Golden Knights, and 
the Minnesota Wild may be the league’s most improved team. 

At any rate, we are witnessing some of the most impressive team-level 
performances in a long-time. 

First, let’s consider how the Avalanche compare to the rest of the league 
in five key measures – the first three specific to their ability to dominate 
the run of play at even strength, the other two addressing productivity 
when on the power play or penalty kill. 

The Avs are (by a considerable margin) the most dominant even-strength 
team in the NHL this season, and only the Carolina Hurricanes have an 
argument as a better net special teams performance thanks to their 
punishing power play: 

Perhaps the most fascinating thing about this Avalanche team is they no 
longer are heavily reliant on the Nathan MacKinnon line to drive scoring. 
MacKinnon (15 goals and 32 assists) and Mikko Rantanen (22 goals and 
24 assists) are still a two-headed scoring machine, but the Avalanche 
already have 10 skaters – including star defencemen Samuel Girard and 
Cale Makar – with at least 20 points on the season. 

Each line that head coach Jared Bednar has tried this year has won the 
goal battle, and the three regular lines have done so on a sustained basis 
over hundreds of minutes: 

Every part of this team looks Herculean in a way where it’s hard to see – 
save perhaps a series against the Lightning – where the Avalanche 
would be underdogs in the betting markets. 

One of the reasons that’s the case? If you compare Colorado this season 
to some of the most dominant teams during the statistical modern era of 
the NHL (> 0.75 goals better than their opponents per 60 minutes of play, 
2007-21), you find that they are only with a few peers, and most of those 
teams won the Presidents’ Trophy, the Stanley Cup, or both: 

What’s not lost on the Avalanche organization is that credible competition 
is as stiff as ever. Three other teams – including the Lightning, Maple 
Leafs, and one-year division rival Golden Knights  – are similarly 
pummelling teams from a goal-differential perspective. 

But no team has been able to drive such punishing shot differentials for 
such a lengthy period, and we have seen how that puck-possession 
dominance can put talented and productive teams on their heels in a way 
that’s without parallel. If you don’t believe me, ask the Arizona Coyotes. 
Then ask them again. 

The top of the NHL may be as strong as it’s ever been. But there is a 
credible argument to be made that this is becoming Colorado’s Cup to 
lose based on how in control they have been through the duration of the 
regular season. 
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TSN.CA / Kingsbury has plenty on her plate ahead of women’s worlds 

The director of Canada’s women’s national team has one more 
evaluation camp to watch before making the final roster decisions for the 
tournament, Meaghen Johnson writes. 

 

By Meaghen Johnson 

 

The 2021 IIHF Women’s World Championship is a tournament that has 
been two years in the making, but Gina Kingsbury’s work is just getting 
started. 

Canada’s women’s hockey team is preparing for next month’s women’s 
worlds in Halifax and Truro, N.S. The Canadians will open the 
tournament May 6 against Finland. All of Canada’s games can been 
seen live on TSN. 

Last year’s edition of the tournament was cancelled because of COVID-
19, and the Canadians haven’t played together since the end of the 
Rivalry Series against the Americans in February of 2020. 

“I know our players, our coaches, our staff are hungry to represent our 
country and are hungry to bring back gold to Canada,” Kingsbury, the 
director of Canada’s women’s national team, told TSN. “I think we’ve 
maximized as much as we could, the last year we’ve had, and the time 
we haven’t had together we made sure we had an impact every single 
day.” 

Canada has held two camps this year, in January and March, and will 
have one more evaluation camp this month before the final roster is 
announced. 

This last camp will also allow Kingsbury to assess Canada’s collegiate 
players, who haven’t been able to train with the national team due to 
commitments to their NCAA squads. The lone exception is Sarah Fillier, 
whose season with Princeton was cancelled. 

“We haven’t yet been able to bring in our college-aged athletes to be able 
to see best-on-best, and we’re hoping to be able to do that here prior to 
the world championship to really see the scope of our entire athlete pool 
and be able to make a decision on who will be representing us at this 
upcoming world championship,” said Kingsbury. 

It has been a trying year for Kingsbury and the national team. The 
pandemic kept the Canadian squad from training together on the ice for 
almost all of 2020. 

“We’ve done everything that we could with whatever situation we were 
under,” said Kingsbury. “We did a lot of virtual work with our group 
throughout the last year. Our players, our athletes, were absolutely 
committed to doing whatever it took to be ready and prepared for 
whenever this opportunity came about. The work they’ve done in the 
hubs and at home individually is really a testament to the type of 
character we have on our team, on our roster.” 

The upcoming tournament is also a crucial litmus test for the 2022 
Olympics. Shortly after the women’s worlds, Kingsbury will select the 28 
players who will be centralized in Calgary this fall to train for the Beijing 
Games. 

“It’s the last opportunity we’ll get to see our athletes before making the 
big decision on who gets centralized…. This world championship will be 
the last opportunity to showcase themselves and what they can bring to 
our program,” she said. “This world championship means a lot at a lot of 
different levels, and certainly from a program perspective, this one’s a big 
one.” 

Kingsbury enjoyed a 10-year career as a player with Canada before 
retiring in 2010. She’s now in her third year as director after taking over 
from Melody Davidson in 2018, who left Hockey Canada after 26 years 

with the organization in roles as head coach, assistant coach, general 
manager and head scout. 

Kingsbury’s role in selecting the team is complicated by the lack of 
competitive games. Most of the Canadian players are part of the 
Professional Women’s Hockey Players Association, an organization that 
was formed in 2019 with the goal of implementing a viable pro women’s 
hockey league in North America.  

While some PWHPA showcase games have taken place south of the 
border, the Canadian players in the PWHPA hubs in Toronto, Montreal 
and Calgary have not been able to compete due to government 
restrictions, leaving Canada’s collegiate players as the only ones with 
competitive games under their belts in the past year. 

“It’s definitely a challenge,” Kingsbury said about player evaluation.  
“We’ve done a lot of deep dives into player identity and what we have to 
work with. We’ve looked at the past quad and previous performances 
and really tried to analyze those carefully. 

“We’ve done a lot of online scouting with our NCAA players to see what 
they can possibly bring to the table. Again, this selection camp coming up 
prior to the worlds will be obviously heavily weighted in the decision-
making and seeing who is ready right now to perform and to give us the 
bests odds of winning a world championship.” 

Several Europeans leagues have been able to hold their 2020-21 
seasons. On paper, that gives a competitive advantage to usual 
underdogs like Finland, Russia and Switzerland, but Kingsbury doesn’t 
believe that Canada has the excuse not to be game-ready. 

“I think all the countries are in the same boat as us,” she said. “I think it’s 
whoever managed the past year as best as they possibly could. I think 
we did a great job at that.” 

Kingsbury won two Olympic gold medals as a player, along with three 
world titles, so she knows what it takes to form a championship team and 
end Canada’s nine-year gold-medal drought at the women’s worlds. 

“It’s parking the past,” she said. “I think we recognize that we haven’t won 
since 2012, but this is a new group. This is a group that’s hungry. This is 
a group that’s looking forward and trying to make sure that they’re doing 
everything they can to put the best team possible on the ice and to win 
us a gold medal. 

“Trust me, it’s not a lack of hunger that’s missing in our group. I think 
we’re in a good position right now. We have to look ahead and try to 
change that dialogue and get back to where we belong, 
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