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The Detroit Red Wings and Carolina Hurricanes battle into a shootout at PNC Arena  

By Chip Alexander  

The first-place team in the Central Division played the last-
place team Saturday. 

For a long time, it was hard telling which was the better team 
at PNC Arena. It took overtime and then seven rounds of a 
shootout to decide it, and the Detroit Red Wings emerged 
with a 5-4 victory. 

Adam Erne, who had scored with 6:20 left in regulation, had 
the winning shootout goal in the seventh round for the Wings 
(14-23-6). Goalie Thomas Greiss allowed only a shootout 
goal to Andrei Svechnikov while Erne and Dylan Larkin 
scored for Detroit against Petr Mrazek. 

The Canes (27-9-4) and Tampa Bay both have 58 points in 
the Central, although the Canes with one game-in-hand have 
the best winning percentage (.725). Tampa Bay shut out 
Nashville on Saturday. 

“Overall, we weren’t sharp,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “I didn’t like our power play. It wasn’t sharp. We didn’t 
do anything we talked about doing before the game. We just 
weren’t sharp tonight.” 

Sebastian Aho’s goal, soon after an apparent score was 
nullified, tied the score 4-4 for the Canes with four minutes 
left in regulation. Aho’s 17th of the season came on an 
unchecked shot from the left circle and earned the Canes a 
point. 

“You got to give the guys credit for hanging in there,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Erne’s goal in the third pushed the Red Wings in front 4-3. 
Erne first blocked a shot by Canes defenseman Jake 
Gardiner, raced after the puck and beat Mrazek with a 
backhander. 

The Canes appeared to tie the score with 5:13 left in the third 
when Nino Niederreiter went to the front of the net to tip in 
the puck. But Detroit coach Jeff Blashill challenged the 
score, claiming goaltender interference by Niederreiter, and 
after review it was ruled no-goal as Canes fans booed. 

“But we didn’t hang our heads,” Brind’Amour said. “We go 
back out on the next couple of shifts and at least get us a 

point and a chance to win the game in overtime or the 
shootout.” 

The Canes scored quickly in the first as Martin Necas ripped 
a shot from the left circle. Playing in their green reverse retro 
jerseys -- think Hartford Whalers -- they nearly added 
another as defenseman Jake Bean had a shot glance the 
crossbar, and pressured Greiss early in the game. 

But the Red Wings responded, taking a 2-1 lead in the first 
on goals by Larkin and Anthony Mantha. A quick team, they 
buzzed around Mrazek at times, looking for deflections and 
quick hitters. 

“We were kind of chasing the game a little bit,” defenseman 
Dougie Hamilton said. “There’s been close games against 
them and every game has been a grind and we knew that 
and expected that.” 

Jordan Staal tied it 2-2 in the first on a shot straight out of the 
Staal family hockey playbook: a wrister from the right circle 
that beats the goalie to the far side. 

Staal inadvertently contributed a goal for the Red Wings. 
After Hamilton gave the Canes the lead in the second, 
scoring on a shot as he fell over Detroit’s Christian Djoos, the 
Wings tied it with a fortunate bounce. 

Val Filppula was credited with the goal after the puck was 
knocked around in front of Mrazek and Staal lost sight of it, 
hitting it through Mrazek’s pads with a skate. 

The Canes played a tight, hard-checking style in twice 
beating the Florida Panthers. But they were looser in the 
defensive zone Saturday, not as focused and not winning as 
many board battles. 

“I don’t know how many shots we got but it didn’t feel like we 
had that much offensive-zone time,” Necas said. “We didn’t 
really rumble them down low like we usually do. And they 
scored some lucky goals. Some unlucky bounces for us. But 
that’s what happens when you go to the net.  

“It wasn’t like a terrible game for us but we know we can be 
better.”
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Will the Hurricanes keep pace with division foes before the NHL trade deadline?  

By Chip Alexander  

The Tampa Bay Lightning traded for David Savard, a right-
shot defenseman on Saturday. 

The Florida Panthers traded for Brandon Montour, a right-
shot defenseman, also on Saturday. 

Next up, the Carolina Hurricanes? 

With their Central Division competitors making moves ahead 
of Monday’s 3 p.m. NHL trade deadline, the Canes could 
also be in the market for a defenseman who is a right-
handed shooter. They may feel that need even though 
Carolina’s defensive corps is deep and envied by many in 
the league. 

When the Canes made defenseman Haydn Fleury a healthy 
scratch Saturday against the Detroit Red Wings, that further 
fueled speculation. Could Fleury be a part of a potential 
trade?  

What about rookie goalie Alex Nedeljkovic? He was the 
Canes’ third goalie Saturday as Petr Mrazek started and 
James Reimer served as the backup against the Red Wings. 
Could he be available? 

What are they looking for? 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell has 
mentioned a right-shot defenseman and an extra forward as 
deadline possibilities — if proposed deals make sense. He 
also has said he would not completely rule out moving one of 
the three goalies currently on the roster. 

“We’re always thinking we can be better but I’m extremely 
happy with our group,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Thursday. “I think it would really have to be something 
special to tweak this lineup to make it better.” 

At the same time, Brind’Amour noted Waddell was staying 
busy talking with other GMs and assessing what needs to be 
done. 

“But I don’t know how much is actually going to get done or 
needs to,” Brind’Amour said. 

The Canes came out of Saturday’s shootout loss to Detroit 
27-9-4 overall and in first place in the Central. They’ve done 
that despite Mrazek missing more than 30 games after 
thumb surgery, and with versatile forward Teuvo Teravainen 
out, first with COVID-19 and then a concussion. 

Winger Brock McGinn missed his third straight game 
Saturday with an upper-body injury. But Brind’Amour said he 

saw McGinn participating in an off-ice workout Saturday at 
PNC Arena, which he considered a good sign. 

Brind’Amour recently said getting Mrazek and Tervainen 
back would be like obtaining two key players at the deadline. 
Mrazek is back, but Teravainen’s return is uncertain; he has 
not gone through practices or morning skates with the 
Canes. 

Who are they looking at? 

The Canes may have had discussions concerning 
defensemen Josh Manson of the Anaheim Ducks, who does 
have a year left in his contract, or Sean Walker of the Los 
Angeles Kings. Both are right-shot defenders with term left 
on their contracts and were mentioned as potential Canes 
targets by Frank Seravalli of TSN Sports and other national 
media. 

A year ago, before the pandemic struck and stopped the 
NHL regular season in its tracks, Waddell and the Canes 
were very busy at the deadline. Defensemen Dougie 
Hamilton and Brett Pesce both had been lost for the season 
— Hamilton with a broken fibula and Pesce needing shoulder 
surgery — and the Canes needed replacements. 

Waddell traded a first-round draft pick to the New York 
Rangers for defenseman Brady Skjei. He made a deal with 
New Jersey for defenseman Sami Vatanen, who was on 
injured reserve at the time. But he wasn’t through. 

In a surprise move, Waddell traded for Florida center Vincent 
Trocheck, sending four players — forwards Eric Haula, 
Lucas Wallmark and Eetu Luostarinen, and defenseman 
Chase Priskie — to the Panthers. That was a stealth move 
that had not reached the rumor stage leading up to the 
deadline. 

But this year? The “need” factor isn’t that pressing. 

The Panthers needed defensive help after the loss of Aaron 
Ekblad, one of the NHL’s best, and got Montour from the 
Buffalo Sabres. The Lightning added to a strong defensive 
group by getting Savard in a three-team transaction that had 
the Columbus Blue Jackets trade him to Detroit, who sent 
him to Tampa Bay -- Columbus retaining 50 percent of 
Savard’s salary and Detroit another 25 percent. 

Waddell might not have another Trocheck-type move in his 
pocket for a forward. What Brind’Amour wants more than 
anything at the trade deadline is to not “mess up.”  

Do you blame him?
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Hurricanes tie game late, lose shootout to Red Wings 

Sebastian Aho forced overtime with his team-best 17th goal 
of the year 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Sebastian Aho’s late goal forced overtime, but 
the Hurricanes lost a seven-round shootout to lose 5-4 
Saturday to the Red Wings at PNC Arena on Whalers Night. 

Martin Necas, Jordan Staal and Dougie Hamilton also scored 
for Carolina. 

Three Thoughts 

1. Much like the Senators have been to the Maple Leafs, the 
Red Wings have found a way to be a thorn in the side of the 
Hurricanes despite being one of the worst teams in the 
league. 

Six games into this season’s eight-game series between the 
two teams, Detroit has six points and Carolina has seven. 
The Red Wings have just 14 wins in 43 games, but three are 
against the Hurricanes. Is there a reason a lottery team is 
going toe-to-toe with a Stanley Cup contender? 

“They work hard,” Hurricanes coach said of Detroit’s solid 
play against Carolina this season. “They make you earn 
everything. That’s about it. I don’t know if it’s any particular 
thing they’re doing. … They earned their two points tonight.” 

2. There was a time when Carolina couldn’t score on 
Thomas Greiss no matter what they did. Those days are 
over. The Hurricanes came into Saturday’s game having 
beaten Greiss five straight starts, and while the German 
goalie got the win Saturday, he was scored on four times — 
and all in the same spot. Each of Carolina’s goals beat 
Greiss (30 saves) in the same spot — over the left pad and 
under the glove. 

Have the Hurricanes finally cracked Greiss and found his 
weakness? 

“I didn’t even notice. I guess that’s right,” Hamilton, who had 
the third goal, said of all the goals finding the same spot. 
“We’ll know for next game where to shoot.” 

3. Meanwhile, Petr Mrazek’s other-worldly stats took a hit 
with his first shaky performance since returning from injury. 
The Red Wings did benefit from some bounces — Staal 
kicked in a goal credited to Valtteri Filppula, and two of 
Detroit’s other goals looked to find their way in without the 
benefit of a Red Wings stick. Mrazek (24 saves) also made 
two big stops in overtime and saved five of seven shootout 
attempts. 

But Saturday was the first time Mrazek looked beatable. 
Brind’Amour has never been shy about going with the hot 

hand in goal, so there may be a slight crack in the door for 
Alex Nedeljkovic to sneak through seeing that he snapped a 
two-game losing streak with a shutout Thursday. 

Number To Know 

3 — Unassisted goals in the game, the first time this season 
a game has featured that many unassisted goals. Hamilton’s 
second period unassisted goal was followed by two from 
Detroit — Filppula’s goal and Adam Erne’s breakaway goal. 
According to Hockey-Reference.com, there were 24 games 
so far this season with two unassisted goals. 

The Hurricanes now have five unassisted goals on the 
season: two by Hamilton and one each for Nino Niederreiter, 
Staal and Vincent Trocheck. Minnesota’s Kevin Fiala has a 
league-best four unassisted goals this season. Wayne 
Gretzky (surprise, surprise) holds the record with 13 in 1983-
84. Eric Staal’s seven in 2011-12 is the most in season for a 
Hurricanes/Whalers player. 

They Said It 

“No, I think it’s better to get two.” 

— Hurricanes defenseman Dougie Hamilton on if there’s any 
consolation in Carolina scoring late to earn one point. 

Plus 

Jaccob Slavin, Hurricanes defenseman — Saturday was one 
of Carolina’s looser defensive efforts in recent memory, but it 
wasn’t because of Slavin. The steady defender did what he 
does best by breaking up several Red Wings chances 
throughout the night. He earned a secondary assist on 
Hamilton’s goal and looked like he had another in the third. 
But his curl around the net and pass to the point that led to 
Niederreiter’s deflection past Greiss was nullified when 
Detroit challenged and the officials ruled there was goalie 
interference. 

Minus 

Jake Gardiner, Hurricanes defenseman — Gardiner put up 
the best possession numbers of the night for Carolina, but 
his one mistake was the most memorable gaffe of the 
evening. 

With the game tied at 3 with just under seven minutes left, 
Gardiner’s shot from the left point was blocked by Erne. The 
Red Wings winger raced past Gardiner and converted on the 
breakaway to give Detroit a late lead. The Hurricanes 
managed to force overtime, but Carolina needs better 
decision-making from Gardiner if he is going to be one of the 
team’s bottom pairing defensemen.
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Recap: Canes Settle for Point in Shootout Loss to Wings 

Aho ties the game late in regulation, Detroit wins in 7th round 
of the shootout 

By Michael Smith 

The Carolina Hurricanes tied the game late in regulation but 
settled for a point in a 5-4 shootout loss to the Detroit Red 
Wings. 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: Fighting back 

Give the Canes credit. Though they weren't able to come 
away with a second point, whether in regulation, overtime or 
the shootout, they fought through some late adversity to at 
least save a point. 

With 6:20 to play in regulation, Adam Erne went top-shelf on 
a backhand to put the Red Wings up, 4-3. 

Nino Niederreiter appeared to have the answer about a 
minute later, getting his stick on a point shot to deflect the 
puck past Thomas Greiss. However, Detroit challenged for 
goaltender interference, and after a review, the officials ruled 
it no goal, asserting that Niederreiter impacted Greiss' ability 
to make a save. 

The Canes still didn't quit, though. 

With four minutes left in regulation, Sebastian Aho stepped 
up from the left circle and fired a shot past Greiss to tie the 
game at four - and that one wasn't coming off the board. 

"You have to give the guys credit for hanging in there. We 
weren't good, really, but we get one that I think should have 
been a goal that wasn't a goal. They didn't hang their heads," 
head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "They went right back out 
in the next couple of shifts and at least get us a point and 
chance to win the game in overtime or the shootout. That's 
the positive." 

Minus: Not getting the extra point 

The fight for first place in the Central Division is going to be 
tight down the stretch of the season, and in a home game 
against the last-place team in the division, you'd like to see 
the Canes come away with two points. 

Detroit was on the receiving end of some favorable bounces 
all night. Dylan Larkin skated into a rebound to tie the game 
in the first period. Anthony Mantha deflected a shot in the 
slot. Friendly fire off the boot of Jordan Staal in front resulted 
in Valtteri Filppula tying the game in the second period. 

But the Wings didn't just luck into those bounces. 

"They worked hard tonight. They got their bounces from 
working hard. That's really what happened," Brind'Amour 
said. "Some weird goals, but beating us to the net, fighting in 
front of the net, they earned their two points tonight." 

The point the Canes were able to salvage is certainly 
valuable, but … 

"Nah, I think it's better to get two," Dougie Hamilton said. 

Coming into the game, the Canes were 4-2 in overtime and 
4-1 in the shootout. Andrei Svechnikov tallied the lone goal 
for the Canes in the shootout, which went a full seven rounds 
before Adam Erne scored the winning goal. 

"We always want two points. It's better to have one than 
zero, but we've just got to be better," Martin Necas said. "It 
wasn't our best game. There wasn't really momentum we 
usually get." 

Fist Bumps 

Martin Necas 

It didn't take long for the Canes to strike first. Hamilton 
pinched to keep the puck in on the far blue line. Then, 
Vincent Trocheck sent a cross across the offensive zone to 
Necas, who kicked the puck to his stick and snapped a shot 
by Greiss to put the Canes up 1-0 just 98 seconds into the 
game. 

Jordan Staal 

If Svechnikov's lacrosse-style goal is affectionately known as 
"The Svech," then cruising down the right wing and scoring 
on a far-side wrister should be known as "The Staal." 

It's a signature Brothers Staal. Eric beat Martin Brodeur late 
in regulation of Game 7 of the 2009 Eastern Conference 
Quarterfinals with the shot. Jordan beat Braden Holtby in the 
third period with the shot to tie Game 7 of the 2019 First 
Round against Washington. Just a few days ago, Eric 
snapped off the overtime game-winner in familiar fashion his 
first game with the Montreal Canadiens. 

With five-and-change left to play in the first period, Jordan 
dipped into his repertoire for "The Staal," beating Greiss from 
the right circle to tie the game at two. 

Staal now has 13 goals through 38 games, his most in that 
stretch since he tallied 18 goals in his first 38 games in the 
2011-12 season. 

Dougie Hamilton 

At nearly the midpoint of the contest, Hamilton jumped into 
the rush and beat Greiss with a quick shot to put the Canes 
ahead for a bit, 3-2. 
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Hamilton finished the night with a goal and an assist, his 
sixth multi-point effort of the season. 

Stats Pack 

13: With the primary assist on Necas' goal in the first period, 
Trocheck has now recorded at least a point in each of the 
last 13 games he's played (7g, 11a). 

18: Hamilton has earned at least a point in 18 of his last 21 
games played (5g, 17a). 

Quote of the Night 

"Sometimes you don't get the bounces." - Rod Brind'Amour 

Up Next 

Jordan Staal will play his 1,000th career NHL game when the 
Canes host his brother, Marc, and the Red Wings again on 
Monday.

 

Jordan Staal Embodies What It Means to Be a Hurricane 

Brind'Amour: 'He epitomizes everything that you're 
preaching, which is why we're moving in the right direction' 

By Michael Smith 

In September 2018, Rod Brind'Amour opened his first 
training camp as head coach of the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Just as he did when he was named captain prior to the 
fabled 2005-06 season, the first-year head coach sought to 
revitalize the Canes' culture and to raise the expectation 
level for the team. 

Brind'Amour challenged his club to become a C5 Hurricane - 
that is, a Category 5 Hurricane, the strongest and most 
ferocious of them all. Brind'Amour spelled out the tenets of 
what it means to be a C5 Hurricane, five "C" words that now 
line the threshold of the team's weight room at PNC Arena: 
Compete, Care, Consistent, Culture, Championship. 

Jordan Staal, who is set to play in his 1,000th career 
National Hockey League game, 569 of which have been with 
the Canes, epitomizes each of those attributes. 

"This is what we want to be, and it has to start with your top 
dog, your leader," Brind'Amour said. "He epitomizes 
everything that you're preaching, which is why we're moving 
in the right direction. It's easy to talk this stuff, but you have 
to have the people to back it up, and he does." 

Compete 

It began with an innocent thought, a simple idea. 

Playing in the NHL is a dream come true. Playing with your 
brother on the same team? What are even the chances? 

"That stuff wasn't really on our radar until we got here, and 
then we start thinking about the possibilities," Staal said. "It 
starts to grow, and you start to think how cool that would be." 

The Pittsburgh Penguins approached Staal, their second 
overall draft pick from 2006, about a 10-year, $60 million 
contract extension in the summer of 2012. 

"I was like, 'Yeah, let's do it.' I think all Eric had to say was, 'If 
you sign that, we probably won't ever play together,'" Jordan 
recalled. "It was a no-brainer. I loved Pittsburgh and the guys 
there, but family is family. Being able to play with your 
brother was a dream come true." 

It was the week of the 2012 NHL Draft in Pittsburgh. It was 
also the week of Staal's wedding in Thunder Bay, Ontario. 
News broke that Staal had rejected the Penguins' long-term 

offer. On Friday, June 22, before the first round of the draft 
began, Canes General Manager Jim Rutherford chatted with 
Penguins GM Ray Shero. The two traded proposals before 
settling on a trade that was then announced by NHL 
Commissioner Gary Bettman on stage before the eighth 
overall pick. 

"Jim did a great job with that," said Canes President and 
General Manager Don Waddell, who at the time was working 
as a pro scout for Pittsburgh. "I always say that we make a 
lot of deals hoping they work out. There are some deals you 
make that you know are going to work. This is one that when 
Jim made the move here, he knew it was going to work out." 

Meanwhile in Thunder Bay, Staal's agent Paul Krepelka, who 
joined the Canes' front office in 2018 as the vice president of 
hockey operations, broke the news to his client during his 
wedding reception with many a Penguin in attendance. 

"Krepelka turns to me and goes, 'Emmet, I've got to go tell 
him he's been traded,'" Canes television analyst Tripp Tracy 
recalled. "Jordan and Heather have just been married, and 
they're going table to table to thank everybody, and he's got 
to go tell him, 'Hey, listen, you just got dealt.' I'll always 
remember that." 

"Right in the middle of appetizers and entrees, the whole 
room kind of went quiet. A lot of murmurs and whispering. 
Paul came up and told me I was traded to Carolina," Staal 
said. "It was a hard moment for a while there. There were 
some tears in talking to some guys, but as the night went on, 
it turned out to be awesome night. It was way better that they 
were there rather than mid-summer, maybe a couple texts or 
calls. It was actually great to have a few drinks, hang out with 
them and really have a great night together." 

A little more than a week later, the Canes inked Staal to that 
same 10-year, $60 million extension, a long-term bet on one 
of the game's best, young power forwards, an acquisition 
that changed the dynamic of the roster for years to come. 

"It's a huge, huge deal to get a player who I think is a 
franchise player. You want to keep these guys forever. The 
reason is they help build your culture," Brind'Amour said. 
"You build around these players, and they're hard to find. 
When you get them, you want to keep them. I think it's great 
that we were able to get him at a young age, and he had 
already had an experience of winning and being around 
people that won." 

"I knew with the type of person and player he is that he 
would only benefit the Hurricanes," Eric said. "For us to be 
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able to spend those years together was phenomenal. We 
had good times and tough times and being able to share it 
together was special." 

Almost 10 years later, Staal remains a critical asset down the 
middle for the Canes. He's a premier shutdown player. He 
wins critical faceoffs and has for years. He's a horse on the 
ice and a "brick house" in the weight room, according to 
Jaccob Slavin. He's strong. He's big. He's competitive. He's 
a player that opponents dread and teammates love. 

"He's an honest player who plays the game hard. He's 
competitive. There aren't many people in the league who 
wouldn't rank him as one of the hardest players to play 
against. When you come into this building, you know that if 
you're going against Jordan, you're in for it," Canes video 
coach Chris Huffine said. "He's a big man. He's physical. 
He's got skill. He can play the game any way you want to 
play it. I don't think his game has ever really changed." 

And he's grown into a quality leader. 

"The way we want to portray ourselves is based on the 
captain. He's everything we want to be," Brind'Amour said. 
"We want to do it right, we want to be hard-working, we want 
to be respectful, we want to show up every day and do our 
job. That's how he is. Why wouldn't you want to be like that?" 

Care 

Jordan is the third of four hockey-playing brothers (Eric, Marc 
and Jared) from Thunder Bay. Their upbringing on a family 
sod farm with parents Henry and Linda informed the honest, 
hard-working people they grew into. They cultivated their raw 
hockey skills into successful professional careers - Jared 
played two games with the Canes at the end of the 2012-13 
season - and did so with the upmost grace and humility. 

Jordan cares for the game. Eric said his brother is probably 
too hard on himself, but that's part of what makes him who 
he is on and off the ice. 

"He's got such a care and character to him. Naturally, he has 
leadership abilities and tendencies. Guys are drawn to 
someone like that," Eric said. "His willingness to sacrifice 
whatever he needs to do in order to have team success is 
what makes him such a great leader." 

Jordan cares for his teammates, setting an example for what 
leadership is and the type of player and person a captain can 
be. 

"I was the shy guy who didn't speak much English, but he 
was always super nice to me. He took me kind of under his 
wings. As the years have gone by, he's been more and more 
of a close friend to me," Sebastian Aho said. "Me being able 
to watch him very closely on how he does things, I'm very 
fortunate I've been able to do that because it's helped my 
career, as well. His presence, how he is in the locker room - 
he's always the same guy. He treats everyone very fairly. 
He's the ultimate leader for our team and a great human 
being." 

Jordan cares for his family and friends, maybe even above 
all else. The game, after all, isn't forever. 

"He's always kind of been the same, and I'm not saying that 
in a bad way. He's just always had that character to him. 

He's definitely taken me under his wing my whole career so 
far. He's helped me develop into the professional I am 
today," Slavin said. "He has a good head on his shoulders 
about the game, caring for the game, caring for his 
teammates and wanting to win, but also at the end of the day 
still just being a man. The player that he is obviously is really, 
really good, but the person that he is is even better." 

Consistent 

As Staal began to rack up points in 2021 - he had 15 points 
(7g, 8a) in his first 12 games played - the resounding 
question was, "What is different about Staal this season?" 

The answer was a common refrain: There's nothing different 
about him. He's playing the same way he always has. 

Ask someone who knows him better than maybe anyone 
else. 

"Jordo plays the game the right way. He's always been that 
way," Eric said. "He's committed to being strong defensively, 
he's going to compete his butt off every single shift, you 
know he's going to show up in moments you need him." 

There's truth in that, of course. Playing 1,000 games in the 
best hockey league in the world isn't an accident. A 
consistent level of play, regardless of point production, is a 
key ingredient to longevity, and Staal hasn't overhauled who 
he is or how he plays, even after a tough offensive outing like 
the 2019-20 season might have been. 

"I don't think he ever changes. He just grinds," Aho said. "His 
level of commitment to the game plan - it's actually how the 
Canes are and how we want to play. It's literally him. It's 
every night. He doesn't take a night off. That's awesome to 
see what kind of pro he is." 

That's "the definition of consistency," Jordan Martinook said. 
That's leadership. That's a captain. 

However, there's also something to be said about Staal's 
evolution as a player and a professional. The NHL in 2021 
isn't what the NHL was in 2006, when a baby-faced Staal, 
not even a month beyond his 18th birthday, made his debut 
against the Philadelphia Flyers. 

To maintain his consistent performance, Staal has had to 
evolve with the game, and the offensive success he's seeing 
this season can in part be attributed to the offseason work he 
did Raleigh with Slavin, Vincent Trocheck and strength and 
conditioning coach Bill Burniston. 

The program emphasized high-velocity training, which re-
invigorated Staal's explosiveness on his skates. Look back at 
his overtime-winning goal against Nashville on March 9. He 
picked up a loose puck along the far boards from the top of 
the right circle and, using his speed and strength, created 
separation from Eeli Tolvanen as he raced down the ice to 
fire a wrist shot past Pekka Rinne. 

The program also helped Staal fine tune many of the small 
details of his game. In part due to holes in the lineup and in 
part because he has the skillset, so why not, Staal has been 
featured on the first power-play unit for much of the season. 
It's a unique opportunity, one he's relishing and finding 
success in, while showcasing the upside of his offseason 
training. Take, for instance, this power-play goal that Aho 
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scored in Dallas on Feb. 11. Staal's primary assist was a 
thing of beauty, an in-tight hands play where he no-looked a 
drop pass to Aho. 

The program was also competitive, as Staal, Slavin and 
Trocheck went head-to-head-to-head in their training. 

"It was the littlest, silliest things we were competing in. If we 
were .1 second faster than the other person, we'd be giving it 
to them, 'C'mon, let's go!' and all that stuff. It was just fun," 
Slavin said. "Just to have that atmosphere of compete and 
just being around a couple guys on the team was a lot of fun. 
I think that definitely helps, but it's not the reason why he's 
hot this year. The reason he's hot this year is because he's a 
good player." 

Of course, as pucks go in the net and points begin to roll in, 
the confidence soars. That can make all the difference in the 
world. 

"He's not playing any different. There might be little, tiny 
things here and there, but pucks are going in this year," 
Justin Williams said. "He was always getting opportunities 
and creating opportunities for his linemates. I loved playing 
with him. You put the puck in the corner, and he was going to 
win the battle eight times out of 10. Now they're just going in, 
and when he sees them going in, he gets a little bit more 
confident. That can be a funny thing sometimes." 

Culture 

Staal first wore a letter on his sweater in the NHL in 
December 2008, his third season in the league, as the 
Penguins rotated an "A" while Sergei Gonchar was sidelined 
with an injury. Coming into the 2010-11 season, Staal was 
named one of the Penguins' three alternate captains. 

He's worn a letter ever since. 

Staal served as an alternate captain in his first five seasons 
with the Canes, and in the 2017-18 season, he shared the 
captaincy with Justin Faulk. It was an unenviable position but 
one he deftly navigated with poise, all while dealing with 
unimaginable heartache away from the rink. 

"The fact that he persevered silently in the most impressive 
manner through those bumps in the road strikes me," Tracy 
said. "Jordan is such a wonderful human being." 

"It was a great opportunity. It wouldn't have been my first 
choice, but still being able to wear the 'C' was something 
special, and to do it with a great friend and lead a team 
together was pretty cool. There was some stuff off the ice, as 
well, at the time that I was going through that made those 
years hard. That's life. You learn from the ups and downs," 
Staal said. "What you want to show is your day-to-day 
character, who you are as a person and your values. I think I 
showed that as best I could through those hard years and 
the good times, too. I've learned that's what leadership is 
about, and I continue to strive to get better and better at it." 

Staal and Faulk served as alternate captains with Williams 
captaining the team in the 2018-19 season, a leadership 
decision that was a no-brainer for Brind'Amour, a first-year 
head coach. 

"I definitely soaked in as much as I could from him in the way 
he carried himself," Staal said. "His ability to push guys I 

think was what I took out of it the most. He had an ability to 
push buttons and get the most out of guys and have that 
accountability in the room that we desperately needed." 

After Williams stepped away from the game prior to the 
2019-20 season (and then hung the skates up for good in 
2020), Brind'Amour had another easy leadership decision to 
make. Staal was going to be captain - not a captain, not one 
of the captains, but the captain. 

"He's comfortable now. I think Willy helped a lot in being a 
leader and him watching how he did it. I give Willy a lot of 
credit for that. Jordo's grown into it," Brind'Amour said. "The 
fact that he's putting up points, that helps him feel like he's 
more able to do his job, but that's irrelevant for me. He's 
already a good leader for the other stuff he does." 

Just as Staal has evolved as a player, he's also evolved as a 
leader in watching and learning from those that came before 
him. 

"I saw a lot of growth, especially last year. Jordan has 
always been more of a quiet, lead-by-example leader, and 
that's fine. He still is that, but I feel like he's gotten a lot more 
comfortable with himself and his role on this team," Williams 
said. "I'm not quite sure a few years ago he was comfortable 
enough in his own skin to say, 'I'm one of the leaders on this 
team. Guys can look to me for advice, and I'm going to show 
them the way.' He owns it now. He's more comfortable 
saying that and being that guy and challenging people if they 
need to be challenged. It's been really cool to see." 

This is Staal's team now. 

"You're always trying to be yourself and make sure that your 
day-to-day and character values are evident, so guys see 
what you're all about," Staal said. "I've also learned a lot from 
Willy and Roddy and Eric and a lot of guys on how to make 
sure our team is ready. I'm a small part of that, and I've 
grown into that a little bit better in making sure I'm ready and 
the guys around me are at their best, too." 

Championship 

After sweeping his brother, Eric, and the Canes in the 2009 
Eastern Conference Final, Jordan and the Penguins met the 
Detroit Red Wings in a rematch of the previous year's 
Stanley Cup Final, which Detroit won in six games. 

The Red Wings took the first two games at home. The Pens 
fought back on home ice to win Game 3. In Game 4, Staal 
scored a shorthanded goal in the second period to tie the 
game and help propel Pittsburgh to a 4-2 win. After Detroit 
claimed a 5-0 shutout win at home in Game 5, they were a 
win away from capturing back-to-back championships. Staal 
opened the scoring in the second period in Game 6, and the 
Pens won, 2-1. It was back to Detroit for Game 7, and the 
Penguins grinded out another 2-1 win to capture the Stanley 
Cup. 

"It's what you dream of as a kid to be the ultimate champion 
of a sport and to be able to do it with your friends and share 
it with your family," Staal said. "You look at pictures, but 
those memories are always ingrained in your mind." 

Staal lifted hockey's ultimate prize over his head at just 20 
years old. 
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"It's kind of driving me nuts now. When you win it that early, 
you just think you're going to do it again and again and 
again. It's just not that easy," he said. "It's something I 
definitely want to do again and have been chasing ever 
since." 

Staal made the playoffs with the Penguins in each of his first 
six seasons in the NHL, totaling 36 points (23g, 13a) in 73 
postseason games. 

He then spent six playoff-less seasons with the Canes. In 
Jordan's fourth season, Eric was dealt at the trade deadline. 

"It was hard. I watched my old team win a couple Cups, too. 
Those thoughts rolled through my mind of, 'I could have still 
been there' and all those things. And now Eric's gone," 
Jordan reflected. "We knew it wasn't going to last forever. It's 
a business. We really enjoyed our time together. Would we 
have liked it to last longer and win more games? Yeah, but 
life is not always easy. I definitely thought about my future 
here, but Heather and I loved it here. The people, the fans, 
the organization, it was all really good to me, and I wanted to 
continue to try to build a team and a winning culture. That's 
why I'm still here." 

It all changed in the second half of the 2018-19 season, 
when the Canes surged up the standings and clinched their 
first playoff berth in a decade. It had been a long time 
coming. 

"I vividly remember looking at Faulker and being like, 'We 
finally did it.' We had obviously been there for a long time 
and been through a lot. It was a big moment. A lot of stress 
just trying to get in. It's not easy to do," Staal said. "It was far 
too long for these fans not to see some playoff hockey, and 
we were just excited to be there. Then we just started playing 
hockey. Once we were in, it was kind of a win-win moment. 
We were happy to be there, but we knew we had a good 
team, as well. We kind of ran with that. It was kind of like my 
first year in the NHL with that feeling. We went out and 
played, had some fun and found a way to win some games." 

Staal played a critical role in some of the Canes' eight wins 
in the 2019 Stanley Cup Playoffs, too. Facing elimination 
against Washington in Game 6, Staal muscled in a rebound 
at the top of the crease to score the go-ahead goal early in 
the third period. 

"You can always bank on him. You just know he delivers," 
Aho said. "Every single game, every practice, he grinds. A 
great, great leader for us." 

With the Canes trailing by a goal early in the third period in a 
decisive Game 7 in Washington, Staal cruised down the right 
wing and beat Braden Holtby with a far-side wrist shot, eerily 
reminiscent of Eric's shot that beat Martin Brodeur for the 
game-winning goal in Game 7 of the Canes' first-round 
series against New Jersey in 2009. 

"Playing against the defending Stanley Cup champs, and in 
Game 7s, you always want to be at your best. I loved the 
resilience of our team being down and just kind of sticking 
with it," Jordan said. "I was glad to be a part of that 
comeback and score a big goal for our group. We kind of 
took the game over after that, I thought." 

Just two nights later, Staal netted the game-winning goal in 
overtime of Game 1 against the New York Islanders. 

"Really, it felt like a dream rolling into that next series," Staal 
said. "I didn't sleep much after that Game 7. I don't 
remember much of that goal. I remember grinding that game 
out. It was a tight game like it always is against the 
Islanders." 

These big-game triumphs aren't surprising to anyone around 
Staal. That's the type of player he is, whether it's Game 1 of 
the Second Round, Game 7 of the First Round or Game 11 
in the regular season. 

"He plays that way every night," Brind'Amour said. "That's 
the consistency factor." 

"He's been there and done it before. He's won a Cup. He 
knows how important each moment is, especially in the 
playoffs," Martinook said. "His game is as playoff-ready as 
you can get. He's going to come up big because that's how 
he plays all year." 

The Canes are now poised to make their third consecutive 
appearance in the postseason, and they're tracking to have 
their most successful regular season in franchise history. 
Staal has been a key part of that, both in his leadership and 
in his offensive contributions. 

"It makes you realize how difficult it is, how tough this league 
is and what it takes on a day-to-day basis to be successful," 
Eric said. "Through the tough times, if you continue to grind 
away, work and be committed to team success, it eventually 
can turn. It's so fun to see now. That starts with Jordan and 
the leadership there." 

"It's something I won't ever take for granted being on a really 
good team with good friends that know how to battle, work 
for each other and find ways to win," Jordan said. "It makes 
those tough years wash away pretty quick and these times 
that much sweeter. We want to try to be like this as long as 
we can and for as long as I can be here." 

Now in his third year as head coach, Brind'Amour didn't stray 
from the message on the first day of training camp in 
January. The expectation is to be the best, he told his team, 
and you get there by fighting for precious inches and striving 
to achieve the five pillars of a C5 Hurricane. 

Compete. Care. Consistent. Culture. Championship. 

"When Rod took over, he created a culture. That doesn't 
happen overnight, and it can't happen with just your coach. 
You have to have your players buy into it, and we have 
someone like Jordan who is 100 percent behind what Rod is 
trying to do," Waddell said. "Jordan has been unbelievable. 
Whatever it takes to get it done." 

Whatever it takes, a familiar rallying cry of a championship 
team. That team was led by a captain who competed and 
cared and was consistent and helped change the culture, 
which led to a championship. 

Fifteen years later, the man with the "C" on his chest 
embodies that same archetype. 

"I always tell my boys to watch Jordan. If you want to 
emulate somebody, watch Jordan and how he plays," 
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Huffine said. "I appreciate him and his effort. We're fortunate 
enough to have a guy who's been around that long and 
cares the way he cares. He's become a Carolina Hurricane." 

And not just a Hurricane, but exactly what it means to be 
one.

 

 

 

Red Wings recover, defeat Hurricanes in seven-round shootout 

Erne scores deciding goal after Aho ties it late in third for 
Carolina 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Adam Erne scored in the third period and 
had the deciding goal in the seventh round of the shootout to 
give the Detroit Red Wings a 5-4 win against the Carolina 
Hurricanes at PNC Arena on Saturday. 

Dylan Larkin, Anthony Mantha and Valtteri Filppula scored 
for the Red Wings (14-23-6). Thomas Greiss made 30 saves 
for his fourth win this season. 

"I thought our compete level was excellent," Detroit coach 
Jeff Blashill said. "I give our guys lots of credit, I thought they 
dug in. There were pushes back and forth. They're one of the 
best teams in the League, and I thought our guys did a really 
good job." 

Dougie Hamilton and Martin Necas each had a goal and an 
assist for the Hurricanes (27-9-4), who had won three in a 
row. Petr Mrazek made 24 saves. 

"Overall, we just weren't sharp," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "I didn't like our power play. That wasn't 
sharp (0-for-2). We didn't do anything we talked about doing 
before the game." 

Erne gave Detroit a 4-3 lead at 13:40 of the third period 
when he scored on a breakaway with a backhand over the 
glove of Mrazek. Erne started the break by blocking a shot 
from Jake Gardiner at the left point before outskating three 
Carolina defenders in the neutral zone. 

"It was a low-to-high pass by them and I was just able to get 
in the shooting lane," Erne said. "It took a good bounce off 
me to center ice, and I had a step on [Hurricanes 
defenseman Jake Bean]. I was able to get a backhand on 
net." 

Nino Niederreiter had a goal overturned at 14:47 because of 
goaltender interference, but Sebastian Aho was able to score 
1:13 later on a wrist shot from the left circle to tie it 4-4. 

Necas gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 1:38 of the first period, 
receiving a cross-ice backhand pass from Vincent Trocheck 
and scoring with a wrist shot from the left circle. 

Larkin tied it 1-1 at 6:15. Mrazek saved Filip Zadina's shot, 
but Larkin chipped in the rebound at the right post. 

 "You have to have traffic, you have to get pucks to the 
cage," Blashill said. "I thought we did a good job of that. 
[Larkin's] goal was a chaos goal. That's what you have to 
have to beat real good goaltenders." 

Mantha deflected Alex Biega's shot from the right point to 
make it 2-1 at 10:10. 

"[The Red Wings] got their bounces from working hard," 
Brind'Amour said. "Some weird goals, but beating us to the 
net, fighting in front of the net. They earned their two points 
tonight." 

Jordan Staal tied it 2-2 at 14:44 of the first when he skated 
past his brother, Red Wings defenseman Marc Staal, to a 
loose puck along the right boards and beat Greiss with a 
wrist shot off the left post. 

Hamilton gave the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead at 9:52 of the 
second period when drove the net from the left circle and 
scored on a rush. 

"We were chasing the game a little bit, but I still thought we 
still had some chances," Hamilton said. "It felt like we should 
have won."  

Filppula tied it 3-3 at 16:03. Mrazek tried to clear the puck 
with his stick during a scramble in front of the net, but it 
deflected off Staal's right skate and redirected in five-hole. 

NOTES: The teams will complete the two-game set here 
Monday. … Erne has scored nine goals this season after 
scoring nine the previous two seasons combined. … 
Trocheck has scored a point in 13 straight games he's 
played (seven goals, 11 assists); he missed eight in between 
with an upper-body injury. … Hamilton has scored a point in 
18 of his past 21 games (five goals, 17 assists). … Jordan 
Staal played his 999th NHL game.
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Erne gets shootout winner, Red Wings beat Hurricanes 5-4 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Adam Erne scored in the seventh 
round of the shootout as the Detroit Red Wings beat the 
Carolina Hurricanes 5-4 on Saturday night. 

Erne also scored his team’s last goal in regulation, giving him 
four goals in the last six games. 

“It has been going well lately,” Erne said. “I’m just trying to 
stick to my game. Just trying to take advantage of the 
opportunities that I get.” 

Dylan Larkin, Anthony Mantha and Valtteri Filppula had the 
other goals in regulation for Detroit. Larkin also scored in the 
shootout. Thomas Greiss finished with 30 saves.  

Martin Necas, Jordan Staal, Dougie Hamilton and Sebastian 
Aho scored for the Hurricanes. Andrei Svechnikov extended 
the shootout in the third round for Carolina. 

Petr Mrazek stopped 25 shots for the Hurricanes, who had a 
three-game winning streak end. 

“I thought it was a really gritty effort,” Detroit coach Jeff 
Blashill said. “They came out and gave it to us early. As the 
game went on, I thought our compete level was excellent.” 

Even with the result, the Hurricanes hold a franchise record 
for points through 40 games with a 27-9-4 record. 

Carolina began the weekend atop the Central Division 
standings. It’s 3-1-1 in a scheduled eight-game homestand. 

“It wasn’t a terrible game from us, but we all know that we 
can be better,” Necas said. 

Erne scored with 6:20 remaining in regulation to put Detroit 
up 4-3.  

“Adam has got good hands,” Blashill said. “He scored in 
juniors. He scored in the American (Hockey) League.” 

Erne said he doesn’t want to put too much stock in being in a 
groove. He just wants the production to continue. 

“I’m comfortable with it right now,” Erne said. “One game, 
one day at a time. Just trying to stick with that.” 

Carolina responded with Aho’s goal at the 4-minute mark to 
tie it. 

The Hurricanes nearly tied it earlier on Nino Niederreiter’s 
redirection with 5:13 to play, but a video review wiped out the 
tally because of goalie interference. 

“They go right back out the next couple of shifts and at least 
get us a point and a chance to win the game in overtime or 
the shootout,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“That’s the positive.” 

The Red Wings, who won for the second time in their last 
seven games, were coming off their fourth loss by five goals 
or more with Thursday night’s 7-1 decision against visiting 
Nashville. 

CHALLENGING DECISION 

The Red Wings used a coach’s challenge in overturning the 
third-period goal that would have tied the game initially. 
Blashill said it’s a difficult decision, particularly if it doesn’t 
work out and the game is tied and his team goes a man 
down. 

“You can’t be careless because it is a penalty coming back 
the other way,” Blashill said. 

Yet anytime there’s a reasonable chance to take a goal off 
the board for the opponent it’s a risk worth taking, he said. 

“That’s a huge difference in the game,” Blashill said. “They 
did score after, but without the successful challenge maybe 
that’s the winning goal for them instead of the tying goal.” 

ON THE ICE  

Defenseman Jake Gardiner was back in action for the 
Hurricanes. Gardiner missed the past 15 games and had 
played only once since Feb. 24. He took Haydn Fleury’s spot 
in the lineup. 

Winger Brock McGinn remained out for the Hurricanes, 
missing his third consecutive game with an upper-body 
injury. 

IT HAD BEEN A WHILE 

Greiss hadn’t allowed three goals in any of his last three 
games. He gave up three in the first 30 minutes in this one. 

Although Greiss has played in 27 of the Red Wings’ 43 
games this season, this was only his second appearance 
against Carolina. The other came in a season-opening loss, 
when he made a season-high 40 saves. 

Three of the goalie’s four wins this season have come in 
road games. 

UP NEXT 

The teams meet in a rematch Monday night in Raleigh.
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Canes come up short; fall in seventh round of shootout 

The Carolina Hurricanes fell to the Detroit Red Wings 5-4 in 
the shootout Saturday night at PNC Arena. 

By Ryan Henkel 

It wasn’t a pretty game by any means for the Carolina 
Hurricanes in a 5-4 shootout to the Detroit Red Wings 
Saturday night at PNC Arena. 

A combination of rubbish luck and inconsistent play spelled 
disaster for the Canes who lost yet another game to the 
bottom ranking Red Wings.  

The game started off as one would have originally expected. 
The talent-laden Hurricanes just enforced their game on the 
Red Wings, cycling the puck off a steady supply of heavy 
forechecking and forcing turnovers and within a few minutes, 
Carolina had the lead. 

It was yet again Martin Necas making a high-level play, but 
one that almost seems routine to him at this point. After 
Dougie Hamilton held the line and denied a Detroit clearing 
attempt, Vincent Trocheck collected the puck and got off a 
cross-ice pass to Necas off his backhand. 

The pass wasn’t in Necas’ wheelhouse though, so the quick 
Czech stuck out his skate and kicked the puck back to his 
stick, waited and sniped it home far-side to give Carolina the 
lead. 

But the score didn’t end up reflecting the way the game had 
been going as before the period even hit the halfway mark, 
the Red Wings were up by one.  

Two failed clearing attempts had led to two disjointed plays 
which in turn led to two goals against. 

The first Detroit goal came as a Canes clearing attempt was 
caught at the blueline and was subsequently shot back in on 
Mrazek, who deflected it to the wall. The Red Wings won the 
race to the puck and attempted to put another shot on net.  

That shot, however, was deflected by Brady Skjei’s stick 
though, but it bounced from there right to Filip Zadina who 
put the puck on net off his backhand where it deflected off 
Mrazek and then in off of Dylan Larkin’s leg in front. 

The second goal was another clearing attempt caught at the 
blueline as Alex Biega collected it and simply shot it on net 
where it was deflected in by Anthony Mantha skating right in 
front of the crease. 

Even though Carolina had been controlling play and could 
have honestly been up by three not even five minutes in, two 
bad breaks went the other way and then the Canes started to 
unravel. 

However, the team is one that still fights even when their 
game isn’t at it’s best and it was the steadiest Cane, Jordan 
Staal, who pulled his team back into the fray. 

On the patented Staal move — far-side wrister, coming down 
the right side — the captain reasserted Carolina’s place in 
the game. 

And the second period had honestly cleaned up a lot more 
as the Hurricanes gave up a lot less broken chances and 
started to get a bit of their game going again off of two 
aggressive penalty kills. It even resulted in Carolina hopping 
back out with a lead. 

After a contested breakaway by Morgan Geekie saw the 
puck get knocked away to the boards, Hamilton activated 
into the offensive zone, picked up the puck and took it in 
close where he beat Greiss with a quick wrister. 

And again, the Canes only gave up less odd chances, not all 
of them. The Hurricanes weren’t going to be allowed to 
escape another 20 minutes without more misfortune.  

The game found its way back into a tie late in the period as 
Mrazek failed to glove a high shot put towards the net. In the 
ensuing scramble from that, Mrazek swiped the loose puck 
out of the crease and it found its way to Staal’s skate. The 
puck was then kicked back towards Mrazek and it slowly 
went through the netminder’s five-hole and across the goal 
line. 

The third was really Detroit’s period though. The Hurricanes 
couldn’t get their skates going nor generate many good looks 
and the Red Wings were taking advantage of it.  

And when the Hurricanes did get a bit going it ended up 
going the other way.  

Jake Gardiner pumped a shot from the blueline that hit Adam 
Erne in the boot and the Red Wing went up the ice 
unimpeded and roofed it off the backhand to give Detroit the 
lead. 

But the Canes stuck around. 

Even after the potential tying goal by Nino Niederreiter was 
called off for goalie interference, Aho came back not even a 
minute later and lasered a shot past Thomas Greiss to take 
the game to overtime. 

And overtime looked like it could have gone Carolina’s way a 
few different times, but it just wasn’t meant to be tonight.  

The shootout made sure though to keep the anxiety building 
as not only did Andrei Svechnikov score to keep his team 
alive in the third round — which was good for him after 
honestly a rough game — but it went all the way to seven 
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rounds, with eventually the Red Wings coming away with the 
victory as Erne scored to win it. 

The Canes will get a chance for revenge Monday at 7 p.m. in 
Staal’s 1,000th career game.

 

They said it: Brind’Amour, Hamilton Necas on shootout loss to Red Wings 

Rod Brind’Amour, Dougie Hamilton and Martin Necas spoke 
to the media following a shootout loss to the Detroit Red 
Wings. 

By Ryan Henkel and Andrew Schnittker  

Despite a goal and assist apiece from Dougie Hamilton and 
Martin Necas, the Hurricanes fell 5-4 in the shootout to the 
Detroit Red Wings Saturday night. 

Hamilton, Necas and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the media 
following the loss, here’s a full breakdown of everything they 
had to say:  

On the Red Wings: They work hard. They make you earn 
everything. That’s about it. I don’t know if it’s any particular 
thing they’re doing. They worked hard tonight. They got their 
bounces from working hard. That’s really what happened, 
some weird goals, beating us to the net and fighting in front 
of the net. They earned their two points tonight.  

On the play in the defensive zone: It’s weird, right. They got 
three that they just kind of fired in there and got a couple 
weird bounces for sure. But overall, we just weren’t sharp. 
Especially, I didn’t like our power play, that wasn’t sharp. We 
didn’t do anything we talked about doing before the game. 
We just weren’t sharp tonight.  

On Sebastian Aho scoring to steal a point: You’ve got to give 
the guys credit for hanging in there. We weren’t good, really, 
but we got one that I think should have been a goal that isn’t 
a goal and they don’t hang their heads. They get right back 
out the next couple shifts and at least get us a point and give 
us a chance to win the game in overtime or the shootout.  

On Petr Mrazek: It was just some weird bounces. The first 
one, he makes the save, pushes it out to the corner and I 
think it goes off the guy’s shin pad. I think [Vincent Trocheck] 
might have tipped the other one in, and then he makes the 
save on the third one and [Jordan Staal] kicks it in. The last 
goal was a nice shot. That goes bar down on the backhand, 
that’s a good goal by their guys, so if you really dissect it, he 
made some really big saves in overtime. He looked really 
good on those. Sometimes you don’t get the bounces, but 
usually you work for them. 

Dougie Hamilton 

On it being better to get one point after a goal gets taken off 
the board: No, I think it’s better to get two.  

On the Red Wings: They work hard, so sometimes we 
struggle with teams like that. Tonight, I didn’t think we were 
too bad, but they got some goals quick and we were chasing 
the game a little bit. But I still felt like we had some chances 
and felt like we should have won. So they’ve been close 
games against them. Every game’s kind of been a grind. We 
knew that and expected that, and couldn’t get it done. 

On all of the Canes scoring in the same spot and if there was 
pre scout: I didn’t even notice. I guess that’s right. We’ll know 
for next game where to shoot. I think it’s just the way it goes. 
I don’t think anybody’s thinking before they get the puck 
where they’re going to shoot. I guess that’s just good on us 
to make good shots. 

Martin Necas 

On if there’s any satisfaction in at least getting a point: Not 
really. We always want two points. It’s better to have one 
than zero, but we just have to be better. It wasn’t our best 
game. There wasn’t really momentum. We still got it to 4-4, 
but we’ve got to make a difference in OT and if not in OT 
then in the shootout. It didn’t happen. We just got to focus on 
the next one. 

On what makes him and Sebastian Aho work so well 
together: It’s tough to say. I’d say obviously you can’t really 
compare him to me, but I think we play kind of similar 
hockey. He’s a really good player and we think the game a 
little bit similar. That might help a little bit, but we’ll see. 
Playing a few minutes together and scoring a goal was good, 
but it would have been better if we got one more. 

On what wasn’t going well: Getting more pucks to the net. I 
don’t know how many shots we got, but it felt like we didn’t 
have that much offensive zone time. We didn’t really rumble 
them down low like we usually do. They scored some lucky 
goals. Some unlucky bounces for us, but that’s what 
happens when you go to the net. That’s about it. It wasn’t a 
terrible game from us, but we all know that we can be better. 

On the play in their own zone: Lately we’ve been pretty good 
in our own zone, just today we didn’t get pucks out. They had 
some shots from their D while they were in front of the net 
and it bounced in like three times there. You try to play good 
defense, but today we let them score four goals, which is not 
great. I guess sometimes it happens, but we have to be 
better. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 11, 2021 

 

 

Wolves rally for overtime win 

Wolves rally with four straight goals, then recover from two 
late Iowa goals  

Center Sean Malone’s rebound goal 1:43 into overtime lifted 
the Chicago Wolves to a 5-4 triumph over the Iowa Wild on 
Saturday night at Wells Fargo Arena. 

Forwards Anthony Richard, Phil Tomasino, Dominik Bokk 
and Sheldon Rempal reeled off four goals in a row midway 
through the game for the Wolves (15-4-0-1), who regained 
the best record in the American Hockey League. 

Defenseman Frederic Allard earned the primary assist on 
three goals and goaltender Antoine Bibeau (3-1-1) rejected 
35 shots, but the Wolves had to rally from a 2-0 deficit to 
earn the win. 

For the sixth game in a row, the Wolves allowed the game’s 
first goal. A defenseman lost his blade edge in the defensive 
zone, which led to a turnover and a Will Bitten goal from just 
outside the crease at 8:31 of the first. 

Iowa (9-9-4-0) increased its lead to 2-0 at 2:46 of the second 
on Damien Giroux’s power-play goal, but the Wolves 
responded with a pair of goals 37 seconds apart to pull even. 

Rookie forward Jamieson Rees stole the puck in the 
defensive zone, then spied Richard ahead of the pack to set 
up a breakaway goal at 6:07 of the second. Iowa took a 
penalty shortly thereafter, which allowed Tomasino to deliver 
the next goal at 6:44. Allard stopped an Iowa clearing 
attempt, then he exchanged passes with Bokk before dishing 
the puck to Tomasino for a tying blast from the right circle. 

Bokk snapped the tie at 2:54 of the third. He collected the 
puck in the neutral zone, skated down the right wing and 
capitalized when the lone Iowa defenseman lost an edge. 
Goaltender Dereck Baribeau got a piece of Bokk’s snapper, 
but the puck trickled through the paint and into the net for the 
3-2 lead. 

Rempal pushed the Wolves’ advantage to 4-2 with a 
shorthanded goal at 9:10. Baribeau thwarted Rempal’s initial 
shot, but he reclaimed possession, danced behind the net, 
moved out to the bottom of the right circle and wired a shot 
through traffic for his second goal of the year. 

Iowa pulled within 4-3 with a Matt Boldy power-play goal with 
1:51 left in regulation as the Wild yanked their goaltender to 
build a 6-on-4 advantage in the Wolves’ zone. Iowa pulled 
Baribeau again and knotted the game 4-4 on Mitchell 
Chaffee’s first pro goal with 1:09 remaining. 

With help from a power play, the Wolves controlled the 
action in overtime and claimed the extra point shortly after 
the power play expired. Rees’ pull and drag got him open 
near the slot for a shot that Baribeau blocked, but Malone 
was right on the doorstep to clean up the rebound for the 
game-winner. 

Baribeau (4-1-2) finished with 31 saves for the Wild. 

The Wolves are scheduled to wrap up their five-game road 
trip at 6 p.m. Tuesday in Grand Rapids. Chicago’s next home 
game is slated for Wednesday, April 21, against the 
Rockford IceHogs.
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The Detroit Red Wings and Carolina Hurricanes battle into a shootout at 
PNC Arena 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

APRIL 10, 2021 06:41 PM,  

 

The first-place team in the Central Division played the last-place team 
Saturday. 

For a long time, it was hard telling which was the better team at PNC 
Arena. It took overtime and then seven rounds of a shootout to decide it, 
and the Detroit Red Wings emerged with a 5-4 victory. 

Adam Erne, who had scored with 6:20 left in regulation, had the winning 
shootout goal in the seventh round for the Wings (14-23-6). Goalie 
Thomas Greiss allowed only a shootout goal to Andrei Svechnikov while 
Erne and Dylan Larkin scored for Detroit against Petr Mrazek. 

The Canes (27-9-4) and Tampa Bay both have 58 points in the Central, 
although the Canes with one game-in-hand have the best winning 
percentage (.725). Tampa Bay shut out Nashville on Saturday. 

“Overall, we weren’t sharp,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I didn’t 
like our power play. It wasn’t sharp. We didn’t do anything we talked 
about doing before the game. We just weren’t sharp tonight.” 

Sebastian Aho’s goal, soon after an apparent score was nullified, tied the 
score 4-4 for the Canes with four minutes left in regulation. Aho’s 17th of 
the season came on an unchecked shot from the left circle and earned 
the Canes a point. 

“You got to give the guys credit for hanging in there,” Brind’Amour said. 

Erne’s goal in the third pushed the Red Wings in front 4-3. Erne first 
blocked a shot by Canes defenseman Jake Gardiner, raced after the 
puck and beat Mrazek with a backhander. 

The Canes appeared to tie the score with 5:13 left in the third when Nino 
Niederreiter went to the front of the net to tip in the puck. But Detroit 
coach Jeff Blashill challenged the score, claiming goaltender interference 
by Niederreiter, and after review it was ruled no-goal as Canes fans 
booed. 

“But we didn’t hang our heads,” Brind’Amour said. “We go back out on 
the next couple of shifts and at least get us a point and a chance to win 
the game in overtime or the shootout.” 

The Canes scored quickly in the first as Martin Necas ripped a shot from 
the left circle. Playing in their green reverse retro jerseys -- think Hartford 
Whalers -- they nearly added another as defenseman Jake Bean had a 
shot glance the crossbar, and pressured Greiss early in the game. 

But the Red Wings responded, taking a 2-1 lead in the first on goals by 
Larkin and Anthony Mantha. A quick team, they buzzed around Mrazek 
at times, looking for deflections and quick hitters. 

“We were kind of chasing the game a little bit,” defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton said. “There’s been close games against them and every game 
has been a grind and we knew that and expected that.” 

Jordan Staal tied it 2-2 in the first on a shot straight out of the Staal family 
hockey playbook: a wrister from the right circle that beats the goalie to 
the far side. 

Staal inadvertently contributed a goal for the Red Wings. After Hamilton 
gave the Canes the lead in the second, scoring on a shot as he fell over 
Detroit’s Christian Djoos, the Wings tied it with a fortunate bounce. 

Val Filppula was credited with the goal after the puck was knocked 
around in front of Mrazek and Staal lost sight of it, hitting it through 
Mrazek’s pads with a skate. 

The Canes played a tight, hard-checking style in twice beating the Florida 
Panthers. But they were looser in the defensive zone Saturday, not as 
focused and not winning as many board battles. 

“I don’t know how many shots we got but it didn’t feel like we had that 
much offensive-zone time,” Necas said. “We didn’t really rumble them 
down low like we usually do. And they scored some lucky goals. Some 
unlucky bounces for us. But that’s what happens when you go to the net. 

“It wasn’t like a terrible game for us but we know we can be better.” 
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Steve Yzerman's 2021 NHL trade deadline work brings in another fourth-
round pick 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Steve Yzerman is doing what he can to add to the Detroit Red Wings’ 
rebuild. 

Entering Saturday’s game at Carolina, he had netted his team two 
fourth–round picks after Yzerman was part of an afternoon three-team 
trade that netted the Wings a fourth-round pick in 2021. 

In exchange for the pick from Yzerman's old team in Tampa Bay, the 
Wings shipped minor-league defenseman Brian Lashoff to the Lightning, 
and absorbed 25% of the contract of Columbus defenseman David 
Savard, who was also headed to Tampa Bay. The Blue Jackets will cover 
50% of Savard's contract in exchange for a 2021 first- and a 2022 third-
round pick. (Oddly enough, Lashoff will remain in Grand Rapids, as the 
Lightning re-assigned him to the AHL squad after the trade.) 

Brian Lashoff is still a Griffin! 

Defenseman Jon Merrill, a pending unrestricted free agent, was not part 
of the lineup for Saturday's game, indicating he might be traded soon.  

Yzerman's ability to be a seller at the deadline took a hit with top-six 
forward Bobby Ryan being ruled out for the remainder of the season 
because of an upper–body injury. Forward Sam Gagner missed 
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Saturday's game because of injury; his name has also been in play in 
advance of Monday's 3 p.m. deadline.  

In addition to Merrill, the Wings' other pending unrestricted free agents 
include goaltender Jonathan Bernier and forwards Luke Glendening and 
Darren Helm. 
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Red-hot Erne seals 5-4 shootout win for Wings in 'gritty effort' vs. 
Carolina 

 

TED KULFAN    

 

As it turned out the Red Wings had enough players Saturday to face the 
powerful Carolina Hurricanes, never mind all the rumors swirling around 
the trade deadline. 

And, yes, the Wings responded well after being embarrassed Thursday 
against Nashville. 

And they still had Adam Erne. 

The red-hot Erne scored a third-period goal, then scored the tie-breaker 
in the shootout, as the Wings defeated Carolina, 5-4. 

Erne and Dylan Larkin scored in the shootout, as the Wings won the 
eight-round shootout, 2-1. 

In all, a gutty outing by the Wings. 

"We have a lot of character in this room," Erne said. "We have a great 
group of guys. We obviously got embarrassed last game, and I was real 
happy with the way we played tonight, other than the first 10 minutes. 

"We played some strong hockey." 

Coach Jeff Blashill has credited the Wings with the way they've handled 
adversity multiple times this season, and Saturday was another example 
of character. 

"It was a real gritty effort," Blashill said. "They came out and took it to us 
early, but we answered with a couple of goals and as the game went 
along, our compete level was excellent. 

"I give our guys credit. They dug in and there were pushes back and 
forth, they are one of the best teams in the league, but our guys did a 
real good job." 

Erne, who continued his unexpected breakthrough offensive season with 
his 10th goal, gave the Wings a 4-3 lead. 

We're offering a great deal on all-access subscriptions. Check it out here. 

Erne blocked a shot, tracked down the puck while out-skating two 
Hurricanes trailing, and backhanded a shot over Carolina goaltender Petr 
Mrazek at 13:40, breaking the 3-3 tie. 

"Adam has good hands, and he scored in junior and in the American 
League, and I know it's a big reason (general manager) Steve (Yzerman) 
made the trade a year ago because there was something in him in terms 
of offense," Blashill said. 

But Sebastian Aho answered it — after another apparent Carolina goal 
was erased on interference on goaltender Thomas Greiss — tying the 
score 4-4 at the 16 minute mark. 

BOX SCORE: Red Wings 5, Hurricanes 4, shootout 

Larkin, Anthony Mantha and Valtteri Filppula scored for the Wings (14-
23-6), while Martin Necas, Jordan Staal and Dougie Hamilton answered 
for the Hurricanes (27-9-4).  

Trade speculation surrounds the Wings right now. 

The Wings dealt defenseman Patrik Nemeth Friday to Colorado (for a 
2022 fourth-round pick), then helped broker a trade between Tampa Bay 
and Columbus, earning a 2021 fourth-round pick from Tampa for their 
assistance. 

Defenseman Jon Merrill was a healthy scratch Saturday, with speculation 
swirling he'll be headed elsewhere (Boston, New York Islanders, among 
others) before Monday's 3 p.m. (EST) deadline. 

Forwards Sam Gagner, Luke Glendening and Darren Helm, and 
goaltender Jonathan Bernier have also been linked to possible deals in 
what could be a dramatic sell-off by the team. 

The Wings, per various salary cap-centric websites, have financial 
flexibility to take on one more salary to either broke, or complete, a trade. 

Add to the fact Robby Fabbri, Gagner and Bobby Ryan (upper body, out 
for season) were all out of the lineup with injuries, and it was a makeshift 
lineup. 

But the Wings rallied from a disappointing game Thursday with a gutsy 
effort. 

"Our response was real good," Blashill said. "We didn't play flawless and 
not make mistakes and do everything we wanted to do, but I do think our 
compete level was way better (from Thursday)." 
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Red Wings get draft pick in complex trade arrangement 

 

TED KULFAN    

 

Detroit — The Red Wings continue to make moves leading up to the 
trade deadline. 

But in this one, the Wings basically acted as middle man and earned a 
fourth-round pick this summer for their work. And their salary-cap case. 

Saturday, the Wings acquired defenseman David Savard from the 
Columbus Blue Jackets in exchange for defenseman Brian Lashoff, who 
was playing in Grand Rapids. Columbus retained 50% of Savard’s salary 
in in that portion of the trade. 

The Wings then traded Savard to the Tampa Bay Lightning in exchange 
for a 2021 fourth-round draft pick. The Wings also retained 25% of 
Savard’s salary. 

Columbus subsequently traded Lashoff to Tampa for the Lightning’s 
2021 first-round pick and 2022 third-round pick. 

We're offering a great deal on all-access subscriptions. Check it out here. 

The end results: 

The Wings, as sort of go-between in the trade, retain a portion of 
Savard’s contract for the rest of the season, trade away Lashoff, and get 
a fourth-round pick from Tampa in 2021. 

Columbus retains 50% of Savard’s contract and acquires Tampa’s 2021 
first-round pick and 2022 third-round pick. 

And Tampa gets the key in the deal, veteran defenseman Savard — and 
Lashoff, who will remain with the Griffins. 
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The Wings traded defenseman Patrik Nemeth Friday to Colorado for a 
2022-fourth round pick, while retaining some of Nemeth’s salary. 

The NHL trade deadline is 3 p.m. EST Monday. 

Veleno returns 

Prospect Joe Veleno is returning to North America. 

The forward was playing for Malmo in the Swedish Elite League – the 
Wings loaned Veleno to Malmo - and the team was eliminated from the 
playoffs this week. 

Veleno was reassigned by the Wings Saturday to Grand Rapids. 

Veleno had 11 goals and nine assists (20 points) in 46 games for Malmo, 
ranking third in goals and fourth in points. 

Veleno, 21, was a 2018 first-round draft pick of the Wings. Veleno had 11 
goals and 12 assists for 23 points, in 54 games, in Grand Rapids last 
season. 

The NHL trade deadline is 3 p.m. EST Monday. 
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Red Wings trying to avoid distractions in final game before trade deadline 

 

Updated Apr 10, 2021; Posted Apr 10, 2021 

By Ansar Khan  

 

The Detroit Red Wings have been sellers the past few seasons and the 
uncertainty and distractions in the days leading up to the trade deadline 
have affected their performance, coach Jeff Blashill said. 

The Red Wings visit the Carolina Hurricanes tonight (7 p.m., Bally Sports 
Detroit Plus) in the final game before Monday’s 3 p.m. trade deadline, 
and Blashill’s message to the team was focus on the game and don’t 
worry about what is out of your control. 

“What I want them focused on is trying to win a hockey game tonight and 
they’re going to (focus),” Blashill said. “But to think that other things don’t 
weigh on their minds would be false. They’re human. Those other things 
can be lots of things. They can be personal things going on in their own 
lives or in this case it can center around uncertainty of what our team will 
look like come Monday after the deadline.” 

Red Wings general manager Steve Yzerman made his first move Friday 
night, sending defenseman Patrik Nemeth to the Colorado Avalanche, 
his former club, for a 2022 fourth-round pick. 

Yzerman will try to move some of the team’s other impending 
unrestricted free agents for draft selections, but there is no guarantee he 
will succeed, given teams’ reluctance to assume salary in a pandemic-
plagued season that has that affected revenues due to limited or lack of 
attendance. 

“We lost a good teammate in Patrik Nemeth,” Blashill said. “We all 
understand why, but he’s still a good friend and good teammate and guy 
that went to battle with us numerous times and was a great competitor for 
us. But we got to focus on what we can control and that’s trying to win a 
hockey game and playing our best personally.” 

Blashill said Robby Fabbri and Sam Gagner are out tonight due to 
injuries, in addition to Bobby Ryan, who was declared out for the season 
on Friday due to an upper-body injury. 

The Red Wings, trying to bounce back from Thursday’s 7-1 loss to 
Nashville, might scratch a player or two they hope to trade to avoid the 

risk of injury, like they did last year with Andreas Athanasiou and Mike 
Green before moving them to Edmonton. 

“When we play tonight, you’ll see who’s playing,” Blashill said. 

Defensemen Marc Staal and Jon Merrill, forwards Luke Glendening, 
Darren Helm and Gagner, and goaltender Jonathan Bernier are among 
the UFAs the Red Wings might move. 

“I think uncertainty is a hard thing for humans to deal with,” Blashill said. 
“I don’t know that we’ve played particularly well over the last couple of 
years when we’ve gotten close to the trade deadline and I think part of 
that is the stress involved in it and the distraction involved in it. The thing 
I have to get through to our team is we have to focus. Let’s cherish every 
single game. Let’s not let this game slip by because there’s potential 
stress or distractions.” 
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Red Wings Trade Partner Index: Which buyers could be fits for Detroit’s 
players? 

 

By Max Bultman Apr 10, 2021  

 

The Red Wings’ first trade deadline domino fell Friday night, as Detroit 
traded Patrik Nemeth to Colorado for a 2022 fourth-round pick. 

It wasn’t a splashy move, but it was something, especially at a deadline 
that is shaping up to be rather quiet. The fallout for the Red Wings is 
pretty simple: Detroit loses a good shot-suppressing defender for the final 
month of the season but adds a pick, and the Red Wings now have three 
fourth-rounders in 2022. 

Now, all eyes turn to what Red Wings general manager Steve Yzerman 
could do next. 

Friday’s move came after the team announced that veteran forward 
Bobby Ryan is expected to miss the rest of the season with an upper-
body injury. And Ryan’s health is, without question, the most important 
aspect of that news. At 34, he’s been an important presence for the Red 
Wings all season, and though Detroit coach Jeff Blashill said he did not 
think the injury would be career-threatening, it’s a tough loss for the Red 
Wings and an even tougher outcome for Ryan. 

Inevitably, though, it also has ramifications on the trade deadline. Ryan is 
a veteran scorer with a playoff track record on a cheap, expiring contract. 
He’d have been a notable name on the trade market. 

Still, the Red Wings have other players who could generate interest over 
the coming days. They have a playoff-type center in Luke Glendening, 
who plays a hard-nosed defensive game, kills penalties and takes key 
faceoffs. They have a steady veteran netminder in Jonathan Bernier, who 
could give a contender the same stability and peace of mind he’s given 
the Red Wings over the past two years, even if it’s just in a backup role. 
And they have steady, veteran pending UFA defensemen in Marc Staal 
and Jon Merrill, who could provide the blue-line depth that is so often 
coveted by contenders. 

In a year that already poses unprecedented financial challenges to teams 
across the league, the number of trade-deadline buyers could prove to 
be rather slim. That’s partly because of the flat salary cap, partly because 
there’s less incentive for teams to add (due to the lack of traditional gate 
revenue) and partly because so much of the playoff picture is already 
crystallizing. 

But it takes only one other team to make a deal. So in that spirit, we 
broke down the playoff teams that could be fits for some of the Red 
Wings’ top remaining trade candidates. 
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Colorado 

Which Red Wings players could fit: Bernier, Glendening 

Yzerman and Joe Sakic already partnered on one trade. Why not 
another? 

As one of the best teams in the NHL this season, Colorado is looking at a 
long postseason ahead. And when you’re prepping for two months of 
playoff hockey, you can never have enough depth anywhere on the ice. 
The Avs already checked one box by adding Nemeth, but if they wanted 
to swing another deal with Detroit, Bernier is the obvious name, as 
stability behind Philipp Grubauer is a must. And a hard-to-play-against 
center like Glendening could also make sense as the Avalanche gear up 
for the playoffs. 

In addition to the 2022 fourth-rounder they already sent Detroit, Colorado 
has already dealt its next two second-round picks as part of the Devon 
Toews deal (which now looks like a heist). But the Avalanche still own 
their own 2021 and 2022 third-rounders, as well as first-, fifth- and 
seventh-rounders in 2021 and all their other picks in 2022. 

Toronto 

Which Red Wings players could fit: Bernier 

The Leafs are another team that could probably make sense for multiple 
names here, but more so as just depth additions than missing puzzle 
pieces. And that means they might not be a great fit. The exception, 
however, would be in net. Jack Campbell has been one of the best 
stories in hockey this season, but Fredrik Andersen hasn’t played in three 
weeks, and this season looks like it could be Toronto’s best chance at a 
Cup in recent memory. Banking on health in net could be a dicey 
proposition for Toronto. 

At the same time, Bernier’s been banged up, too, and he already had 
one stint in Toronto from 2013 to 2016. It might not be a perfect match, 
but Bernier is shaping up to be one of the best goalies on the market, 
and if Toronto decides to add there, he’s a relevant name to at least 
consider. The Leafs have traded away their 2021 third-round pick, as well 
as seventh-rounders in 2021 and 2022, but they own all their other picks 
for the next two seasons (although both sixth-round picks currently have 
active trade conditions). 

Boston 

Which Red Wings players could fit: Merrill 

The Bruins are perennial contenders, and though they could certainly use 
a scoring boost, the left side of their blue line took a big hit with the 
departures of Torey Krug and Zdeno Chara this offseason. Merrill’s not 
either of those two, but he’s been one of Detroit’s best defensemen this 
season and brings the kind of defensive profile that would thrive with the 
Bruins. 

The Red Wings would do well to bring back Merrill in 2021, and sending 
him to an organization like the Bruins is a risk in that regard. But if the 
price is right, they’ll have to consider it. Boston has all its own draft picks 
for the next two years, plus an additional seventh-rounder from the Maple 
Leafs. 

Tampa Bay 

Which Red Wings players could fit: Defensemen, Glendening 

Do the Lightning truly need anything? Not really. The reigning champs 
have the NHL’s best goalie, one of its best blue lines and a high-end 
forward corps that’s likely going to get 2019 MVP Nikita Kucherov back 
for the playoffs. 

But if the Lightning look for a boost, it could be on the blue line, where 
the right side is a little thin in Jan Rutta’s absence. Detroit’s depth is 
really more on the left side, but if the Lightning are comfortable playing a 
defender on his off-hand, then Merrill or even Staal, with money retained, 
could make sense (cap gymnastics permitting). And up front, the 

Lightning have seen firsthand what kind of impact Glendening can have 
in the playoffs. 

The cap is a big factor there, and maybe the Lightning aren’t a realistic fit 
for a big-ticket player like Staal for that reason. But Tampa can easily win 
it all again this season and should be doing everything possible to 
maximize its chances of doing so. The Lightning don’t have a second-
rounder in 2021 or 2022, but they own all their own picks for the next two 
years otherwise, as well as two extra seventh-rounders in 2021. 

Pittsburgh 

Which Red Wings players could fit: Glendening 

Penguins GM Ron Hextall has said the team would like to add a “big, 
physical forward” and that “you always like having depth at center.” 
Glendening isn’t big, but he checks the rest of those boxes, and he plays 
a heavier game than his 5-foot-11 frame would suggest. 

It’s not a slam-dunk fit, but the Penguins aren’t a great faceoff team, and 
Glendening makes at least some sense for any team in need of a playoff-
type center. The Penguins have dramatically depleted their draft war 
chest in recent seasons by going all-in, but they still have their picks in 
Rounds 2 and 5 this year, plus three sevenths and the full complement of 
picks in 2022. 

Washington 

Which Red Wings players could fit: Bernier, Glendening 

Veteran goaltending is the obvious need for the Capitals, who are rolling 
with young netminders Vitek Vanecek and Ilya Samsonov. Craig 
Anderson, 39, has slotted in a couple of times off the taxi squad, but 
Bernier could thread the needle in between those two options for 
Washington, providing the veteran depth and an ability to carry the load if 
needed. Glendening could also figure in if the Capitals decide to add to 
their bottom-six center pool. His brand of hockey will play up in the 
postseason. 

Washington doesn’t have its 2021 third-rounder or seventh-rounder, but it 
has all its other picks for the next two drafts, plus Vegas’ 2021 fifth. 

Winnipeg 

Which Red Wings players could fit: Defensemen 

The top of the defense market might make more sense for Winnipeg, but 
a shutdown defender such as Merrill or Staal could be worth a look from 
the Jets as the deadline gets nearer. Although, as with Tampa Bay, a 
right-hander might be preferable to the Jets. 

Winnipeg has already traded its next two fourth-rounders, as well as its 
2021 seventh-round pick, but is fully stocked otherwise and has an 
additional 2022 third-rounder from Columbus. 

Montreal 

Which Red Wings players could fit: Merrill 

Defense might also be the position to watch in Montreal, with Ben Chiarot 
injured. And Merrill is the Red Wings player who makes the most sense if 
the Canadiens do make a move. Again, though, Merrill is a player who 
could figure into at least the medium-term future for Detroit, so the Red 
Wings don’t need to just take the best offer on him. He’s been a 
significant part of their improved defense this season. 

The Canadiens have a large stockpile of picks, with two second-
rounders, two picks in the third, three in the fourth and two in the fifth, all 
in this year’s draft. 

Edmonton 

Which Red Wings players could fit: Glendening 

And finally, there’s the team that made two deals with the Red Wings at 
last year’s deadline. Oilers general manager Ken Holland does know 
Glendening’s impact as well as anyone in the league, and the Oilers 
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could benefit from Glendening’s faceoff prowess, in particular. But the 
Oilers might have a greater need for scoring behind their prolific top lines 
than defense-first help down the lineup. 

Every playoff team could benefit from a player like Glendening, but the 
Oilers might be best served to direct their resources elsewhere this year. 
Especially because Edmonton is already light on 2021 draft capital, with 
only their fourth-rounder, two sixth-rounders and a seventh-rounder 
beyond their first-round pick this year. 
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Tampa Bay Lightning shuts out Nashville Predators 3-0 

 

Mike Organ 

 

The best stretch of the Predators’ season began with an eye-opening win 
over the defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning on 
March 15. 

That upset jumpstarted the Predators and helped them get back in the 
Central Division playoff picture by winning 11 of 13 games. 

The Predators now must figure out a way not to allow a 3-0 loss to the 
Lightning Saturday night at Bridgestone Arena derail them with 14 games 
remaining in the regular season. 

The Predators (22-19-1) outhustled and outplayed the Lightning (28-11-
1) for much of the game, but could not outscore them with Tampa Bay 
goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy staging an outstanding performance. 
Vasilevskiy made 36 saves while improving his record to 25-6-1, the best 
among goalies in the NHL. It was the 25h shutout of his career and fourth 
this season. 

"We were buzzing in the O-Zone, making good plays and getting 
chances," said Predators defenseman Ryan Ellis, who returned to action 
after missing 20 games with an injury. "Obviously, we didn't connect on 
any (chances), but I think we had three breakaways and a couple of two-
on-ones. It definitely wasn't the result we wanted, but the identity was 
there." 

Ellis came closer than any Predator to scoring when he put the puck in 
the net on a slap shot in the second period, which would have tied it at 1-
1. 

The goal, however, was wiped off after a Tampa Bay challenge resulted 
in offsides being called. 

Six minutes later Luke Kunin hit the post on a breakaway for the 
Predators. 

"Guys were just making making plays; guys were holding onto pucks and 
working hard and it was fun to be back out there with them," Ellis said. 
"We deserved better. But give the other team credit, they played well 
enough to win." 

Saturday’s loss was the second in five games for the Predators, who are 
trying to hang on to fourth place and the last playoff spot in the division. 

They return to the ice Sunday at Bridgestone Arena to play Dallas (7 
p.m.). 

"We had a pretty good 60-minute effort," Predators coach John Hynes 
said. "We played lots to our identity and how we want to play to be able 
to have success. The unfortunate part is we didn't get any reward for it. 
Now it's about moving on and getting ready for Dallas." 

The shutout was the second for Nashville in 12 games and fourth of the 
season. 

At one point in the second period the Predators led in shots 22-10. They 
finished with a 36-34 edge. 

"The most important thing when you're in these situations is you can't get 
too high and you can't get too low," Hynes said. "We played a pretty good 
game; obviously it wasn't good enough to find a way to win it. But you 
really have to turn the page and our focus now is not to sit and dwell on 
this one." 

Tampa Bay killed off a pair of Nashville power plays in the first two 
periods. 

The Lightning went up 2-0 on a goal by Erik Cernak with 5:55 left in the 
second period, which deflected off Ellis and Mikael Granlund. 

It was a tough way for Predators goalie Pekka Rinne, who was in net for 
the first time since March 15, to give up his second goal. 

Rinne, however, came back in the third with two big saves on the 
Lightning’s first power play, which kept the Predators in striking distance. 

Tampa Bay's final goal came on an empty net. 
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Lightning, Andrei Vasilevskiy cool off red-hot Predators 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated 4 hours ago 

 

The Lightning have had success against the Predators this season, 
winning five of their six meetings going into Saturday night’s game at 
Nashville. 

But the Predators recently became one of the hottest teams in the NHL, 
battling from near the bottom of the Central Division into fourth place, the 
division’s final playoff position. 

Despite continuing to allow too many open looks, the Lightning were able 
to cool the Predators with a 3-0 win. Tampa Bay (28-11-2) improved to 
20-0-0 when leading after two periods. 

The Predators, 8-2-0 in their past 10 games, remained in fourth place. 

The Lightning were without captain Steven Stamkos, who also was 
expected to miss Tuesday’s game in Nashville, but they are expected to 
receive reinforcements Tuesday. That’s when defenseman David 
Savard, acquired from the Blue Jackets in a three-team trade Saturday, 
is expected to play in his first game for Tampa Bay. 

From the game’s opening minutes Saturday, when Andrei Vasilevskiy 
turned away a 2-on-1 breakaway, the Lightning’s star goaltender was 
sharp. 

Vasilevskiy recorded 36 saves in his fourth shutout of the season. He 
received help from an overturned goal when the Lightning challenged 
Ryan Ellis’ score in the second period, saying the Predators were offside. 
After a lengthy review, the goal was taken off the scoreboard. 

“(Vasilevskiy is) so good for us every single night,” said Lightning forward 
Yanni Gourde. “We can trust him every single night. It’s amazing what he 
does back there. That first period, they had (18 shots). And there was 
some Grade-A opportunities there, and he turned back all of them.” 

Nashville dominated zone time in the first period, outshooting Tampa Bay 
18-5, but the Lightning tightened their game defensively in the second 
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and third periods. It marked the fourth time in Vasilevskiy’s past seven 
games that he recorded at least 36 saves. 

“What I didn’t like was the fact that we’re just spending so much time in 
our D zone (in the first period),” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “We 
kind of figured out what we had to do there in the second and third, it got 
better for us. But still, we did have our breakdowns, and ‘Vasy’ was there 
to kick them out for us. 

“As long as we give him an opportunity to see the puck and we clear the 
rebounds, I mean, he can take shots all day.” 

Still, the Lightning was able to grab the lead in the first. Just 6:45 in, 
Gourde spun around and fed streaking Ross Colton across the left circle. 
The rookie forward beat Predators goaltender Pekka Rinne with a 
backhanded shot through the five hole. Gourde’s assist was his fifth in 
the past two games, while Colton’s goal was his seventh in his first 15 
NHL games. 

The Lightning tightened their play in the second period and added to their 
lead on a goal by defenseman Erik Cernak after Ellis’ goal was 
overturned. 

“In the first period, I’d say that we weren’t really skating much,” Gourde 
said. “We were maybe forcing plays a little bit. We were too far from each 
other. We had a hard time breaking the puck out. They’re a very fast 
team game over there, so we got outskated early in, and I think as the 
game went on, we got better.” 

Among Vasilevskiy’s most sparkling saves, he turned away Rem Pitlick in 
the first period after the Nashville rookie weaved through defenders and 
had an open look. Then Vasilevskiy made a toe save on Pitlick’s one-
timer from the slot while Nashville was on a second-period power play. 

In the third period, Vasilevskiy made a remarkable pad save on Rocco 
Grimaldi’s one-timer from the right circle during a power play. 

Gourde scored an empty-netter with 45.5 seconds left in the game. 

Contact Eduardo A. Encina at eencina@tampabay.com. Follow 
@EddieInTheYard. 

Lightning 1-1-1—3 

Predators 0-0-0—0 

First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Colton 7 (Sergachev, Gourde), 6:45. 
Penalties—Johnson, TB (Interference), 17:25. 

Second Period—2, Tampa Bay, Cernak 2 (Palat, Point), 14:04. 
Penalties—Hedman, TB (Holding), 16:08. 

Third Period—3, Tampa Bay, Gourde 14, 19:14 (en). Penalties—Ekholm, 
NSH (Holding Stick), 5:02; Hedman, TB (Holding), 7:42; Cousins, NSH 
(Tripping), 9:19; Sissons, NSH (Slashing), 9:56; Nashville bench, served 
by Pitlick (Misconduct), 19:37; Goodrow, TB (Roughing), 19:37. 

Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 5-15-14_34. Nashville 18-8-10_36. 

Power-play opportunities—Tampa Bay 0 of 3; Nashville 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 25-6-1 (36 shots-36 saves). Nashville, 
Rinne 9-12-1 (33-31). 

A—0 (17,113). T—2:33. 

Referees—Dan O’Rourke, Brian Pochmara. Linesmen—Bryan Pancich, 
Andrew Smith. 
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Lightning hopeful Steven Stamkos won’t be out long term 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

TAMPA — Lightning coach Jon Cooper was cautiously optimistic about 
Steven Stamkos’ injury Saturday afternoon, saying he’s hopeful the team 
captain isn’t out long term and that he can return shortly after the 
Lightning return home from their current road trip, which ends Tuesday 
night. 

Stamkos won’t play in tonight’s game in Nashville and is considered 
doubtful for Tuesday’s road game against the Predators, Cooper said. 

Stamkos’ injury became apparent in a non-contact situation in the third 
period of Thursday’s win in Columbus. He hunched over in discomfort 
after a back-handed pass up ice and skated off and into the dressing 
room. 

“We’re hopeful he’s gonna be back here soon,” Cooper said. “A lot of this 
is precaution, too. When you’re on the road it’s a little bit different than 
being at home and so we’re just taking this slowly and hopefully it will all 
be good by time we get back to Tampa.” 

The Lightning haven’t released any further details on Stamkos’ injury, 
and asked Saturday whether it could be related to the core muscle issues 
that prompted two surgeries since last March, Cooper said, “I can only 
tell you what I know and I’m looking for the guys here that are playing. 
He’s not. He’s getting checked out.” 

Stamkos is the Lightning’s leading scorer with 17 goals, with a team-high 
10 on the power play. 

With Stamkos out, forward Gemel Smith filled his spot on the roster. 
Smith hasn’t played in an NHL game since Feb. 25, spending time on the 
taxi squad and with the AHL’s Syracuse team. 
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Rays and Lightning on TV no longer a given, but a luxury 

 

By John Romano 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

ST. PETERSBURG — The emails started coming months ago when the 
Lightning season was only just beginning. 

At first, it was just a trickle. Mostly curious, but a little frustrated. Readers 
wanting to know why they couldn’t get Lightning games from their TV 
provider. Eventually, the emails started to grow in number, and frustration 
turned to exasperation. 

By the time the Rays season began last week, and Bally Sports Sun was 
still unavailable to thousands of Tampa Bay area homes, I was getting a 
steady supply of outraged emails wondering why this dispute was not 
being settled. 

Here’s the unfortunate answer: Because it’s not a dispute, it’s a 
stalemate. 

This is likely the new landscape in regional sports channels, and the 
border wars are only going to grow. What we once considered standard 
programming is going to become more and more of an a la carte service. 
Sort of like airlines charging you for your luggage and meals. 
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Who is to blame for this? 

I could point my finger at everyone along the food chain. We could start 
with the regional sports networks such as Bally (formerly Fox Sports 
Sun), because they’re the ones who carry the games on their channels. 
Except Bally has to charge more for providers because baseball and 
hockey and basketball teams are charging the networks more for their 
rights fees. And the teams are looking to capitalize on rights fees in order 
to keep pace with shortstops making $34 million a year, and point guards 
making $40 million. 

I could even point the finger back at some of you. 

It might have seemed like a good idea to cut the cord on your cable 
provider a couple of years ago because streaming services were so 
much cheaper than Spectrum, but now you’re starting to understand why. 
YouTube and Hulu can charge a lot less than a traditional cable company 
because they’re not willing to pay the fees that Bally deems necessary to 
run their networks. 

This isn’t a dispute, it’s a choice. 

A company such as Hulu might lose some subscribers because they’re 
not carrying Rays and Lightning games, but they’ve decided their 
business model works better with cheaper rates and fewer sports 
channels. 

And that means the consumer now has to decide whether to sign up for 
Spectrum, DirecTV or AT&T Streaming to watch ballgames, or stay with 
a cheaper cable or streaming service and read what happened when the 
games are over. 

For their part, the Lightning and Rays can say this situation is out of their 
control and, in a sense, that is true. It’s not like Bally is negotiating with a 
Tampa Bay version of YouTube and the Lightning can act as referee. 
This discussion is happening in markets across the nation and so the 
solution — or the stalemate, as it turns out — is being decided well 
beyond Tampa Bay’s reach. 

But that doesn’t mean the Rays and Lightning do not have something at 
stake. 

If fewer people have access to games on TV, that means fewer people 
are devoted fans. It also means sponsors and advertisers may not see 
the product as valuable as it once was. And cord cutters are more likely 
to be young adults, which means the NHL and MLB are messing with the 
next generation of ticket buyers and T-shirt purchasers. 

So is there a solution? 

Yes, but it may take time to find the sweet spot. Just as cable companies 
have provided channels such as HBO for an extra fee, regional sports 
networks could be offered the same way. If you want Bally on, say, 
Frontier or Hulu, it’s going to cost you more money each month. 

Another possibility is selling directly to the consumer. You can already 
buy MLB.TV as a streaming service or Extra Innings from your cable 
company for around $125 a season. Those services provide every out-of-
market game. Eventually, the leagues could work a deal with the regional 
sports networks to offer the local TV package on a pay-per-view style 
basis, too. 

In some ways, that would be a more democratic system. If only 25 
percent of Spectrum’s customers watch Rays games — and I’m pulling 
that number out of a hat — why is the cost spread among all of the 
company’s subscribers? 

And while that may be the future we’re rapidly heading toward, I would 
caution sports leaders to consider the bigger picture. There was a time 
when boxing was huge in America, but promoters eventually decided to 
bypass networks and charge fans directly by making live fights available 
only via pay-per-view. 

That may have been initially profitable, but it eventually turned boxing 
into a niche sport because a lot fans decided they could do without it. 

It may seem like we’re a long way from that with hockey and baseball, 
but the current impasse is already forcing some fans to choose between 
their wallets and their teams. If I were the Rays and Lightning, I would be 
up at night worrying about that choice becoming too commonplace. 
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Why GM Julien BriseBois felt he ‘owed it’ to Lightning to acquire David 
Savard 

 

By Joe Smith Apr 10, 2021 

 

David Savard was driving around Columbus on Saturday afternoon with 
his three kids when he got the call. 

It had been an admittedly “weird” 48 hours for Savard, who knew he was 
likely to get traded after the Blue Jackets held him out of Thursday’s 
game to ensure he didn’t get hurt. But until Savard got the call from Blue 
Jackets general manager Jarmo Kekäläinen, telling him he was getting 
dealt to the defending Cup champs, it didn’t sink in. 

Savard’s oldest child, 5-year-old Emma, had been talking about going to 
Florida for a while. But as she and her brothers Elliott, 4, and Zach, 1, sat 
quietly in the backseat, there was an excitement for Savard on his new 
adventure. Savard, finally, has a great shot to win his first Stanley Cup. 
He could be Tampa Bay’s final piece. 

“That’s all you dream about as a player,” Savard said. “To have that 
chance.” 

This is what you should remember about the Lightning’s bold, three-team 
trade with Columbus and Detroit. Not the crazy cap machinations, which 
included the Blue Jackets retaining 50 percent of Savard’s salary and 
Detroit another 25 percent. You shouldn’t stress about the fact that 
Tampa Bay gave up a hefty price, dealing a first-rounder and fourth-
rounder this year, and a third-rounder in 2022. 

The Lightning have a rare opportunity to become just the second team in 
the cap era to win back-to-back Cups, and BriseBois seized it. He 
identified their biggest need as a top-four, right-shot defenseman and 
aggressively targeted Savard as the perfect fit. BriseBois had zero cap 
space and said all along it would be “unlikely” he’d add a player. But 
don’t forget what else he said a month ago, that the Lightning have a 
“mature group” that’s “chasing a championship” and “every decision we 
will make in the coming weeks is geared towards providing us the best 
odds possible to go on another magical run.” 

BriseBois didn’t think he’d be able to pull it off, but he did. 

First-rounders come and go. Flags fly forever. 

“When you’re a buyer at the trade deadline, you’re damned if you do and 
damned if you don’t,” BriseBois said Saturday. “As I was contemplating 
this trade, my thought was, if I have the opportunity to acquire David 
Savard and I passed up on that opportunity and then the playoffs start 
and eventually we failed in our quest for a championship because our 
right-shot ‘D’ wasn’t good enough, that was going to hurt, that was going 
hurt a lot. 

“It’s hard to win championships, it’s really, really hard to win a Stanley 
Cup. If you’re going to accomplish something great, you have to put 
yourself out there and you have to be willing to make sacrifices. We ask 
our players, our coaches and their families to make sacrifices, and we do 
it on a daily basis. … If there was an opportunity for me to add a good 
player to our group to give them a little bit of a boost, I felt I owed it to 
them to make that happen.” 
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The Lightning, in a fight for the top spot in the Central Division, are built 
to win it all again. They’ve got one of the highest-scoring offenses in the 
league, and that’s without Hart Trophy winner Nikita Kucherov, who will 
return for the playoffs. They’ve got the best goaltender in the world in 
Andrei Vasilevskiy, best defenseman in the world in Victor Hedman, who 
leads a “murderer’s row” on the left side with Ryan McDonagh and 
Mikhail Sergachev. 

But the one area Tampa Bay had a weakness, a lack of depth, was on 
the right side on defense. The Lightning never really replaced Kevin 
Shattenkirk and Zach Bogosian, who played a combined 800 playoff 
minutes last year before leaving in free agency. Rookie Cal Foote is 
coming along, and Ben Thomas has impressed, but with Jan Rutta listed 
as week to week with a lower-body injury, the cupboard is a little bare 
there. 

Enter Savard, who boasts the kind of size, experience and toughness 
that can play a major role in the playoffs. He plays hard, heavy minutes, 
eating pucks on the penalty kill. He’s not going to wow you on the 
scoresheet or highlight reels, but he’s the kind of steadying, calming 
influence on the blue line and hard to play against in front of the net. 

“People really underestimate how much they miss Bogosian and 
Shattenkirk,” said Lightning color analyst Brian Engblom, a Stanley Cup-
winning defenseman. “You need a guy that has experience and can grab 
the game, settle it down when things aren’t going well and Savard, he’s 
that guy. He’s got the size, the weight, the discipline. It’s a perfect fit. 

“I think the element of the Lightning’s game that has been missing over 
the last few weeks, they keep talking about giving up scoring chances on 
the rush, and it’s about coming up the ice and seeing who is dangerous 
or not. Those are the things that the Lightning did really well last year in 
the playoffs; it’s the single biggest reason they won. Everybody did it. It’s 
the discipline and awareness, and Savard has it.” 

Savard, who spent more than a decade in the Blue Jackets organization, 
said he noticed how much different the Lightning played last year 
compared to when Columbus stunned them in a first-round sweep in 
2019. He pointed out how Tampa Bay was more offensive, creating 
turnovers and rush looks. But last year, “They were on us the whole time 
and it was tough for us to create anything. After they beat us, I just 
remember talking to a few guys on our team and we were like, ‘It felt like 
a different team. How hard they compete, how committed they were to 
play defense.'” 

And Savard plans to add to that, bringing his physicality. It’ll be 
interesting to see whom Savard plays with, whether it’s Hedman or 
Sergachev, as it seems like Erik Cernak and McDonagh are the stable 
lockdown pair. But Savard will help ease the load for all of Tampa Bay’s 
top defensemen as he’s strong on the penalty kill and dependable in late-
game, high-leverage situations. 

“I would say that what Zach Bogosian brought to the Lightning last year is 
what David Savard is going to bring, just on a higher level,” said Jean-
Luc Grand Pierre, a former NHL defenseman and current Blue Jackets 
color analyst. “He’s extremely durable. He’s blocking shots with every 
part of his body. A true warrior, as they say. He’s a quiet guy, but in the 
locker room, he’s a lot of fun. 

“I would say his biggest strength is defending below the dots, whether it’s 
odd-man rush or blocking a key shot or picking up those loose pucks in 
the slot area. That’s really what he excels at. He’s not the fastest guy out 
there, but you never see him get beat one-on-one.” 

Gourde said the trade shows players that management believes in them 
and gives them all the “tools” to make a run. 

“We know how much value (Savard) can bring to a team,” Gourde said. 
“He blocks shots. He plays physical. He plays hard. He’s tough to play 
against. We’ve played them a lot, and it’s definitely exciting to have him 
join the team.” 

Savard’s acquisition is unique in many ways, including the fact that he’s 
one of the few rentals the Lightning have acquired in the BriseBois/Steve 

Yzerman era the past decade. They’ve usually preferred to find players 
with term, like in their deadline deals for defensemen such as Braydon 
Coburn in 2015 and McDonagh in 2018. Blake Coleman and Barclay 
Goodrow, who were acquired in deals for two first-round picks, had 
another year of term at a friendly cap hit. The only exception, really, was 
the Marty St. Louis/Ryan Callahan trade, though that was a special 
circumstance, and Tampa Bay ended up re-signing Callahan that 
summer. 

BriseBois said his strategy hasn’t changed, but you play the cards you’re 
dealt. And with a flat cap and expansion draft, it was more difficult to 
acquire players with term. It would be more expensive and challenging to 
get teams to retain salary for one year, much less two. This three-team 
deal was difficult enough to put together. BriseBois didn’t know if the Blue 
Jackets would trade Savard, as they were hovering around the fourth 
playoff spot, and Tampa Bay didn’t have much cap space. 

“The reality is I didn’t expect us to be able to pull this off, truth be told,” 
BriseBois said. “I know we’ll be a harder out because David Savard is in 
our uniform.” 

The Lightning plan to work with the COVID-19 protocols and fly Savard 
into Nashville on a private jet to meet the team Sunday, with Tuesday a 
potential debut for the veteran defenseman. To make room, Rutta was 
put on long-term injured reserve, though BriseBois expects him to be 
back before the end of the regular season (Tampa Bay can then send 
rookie Ben Thomas down to become cap compliant). 

“Perfect fit,” said former NHL GM Craig Button. “A GM’s job is to find 
ways to improve their team. A-plus for Julien.” 

Time will tell on how Savard slots into the defensive pairs. Chemistry is 
so important and hard to gauge unless players get a chance to play 
together. But it wouldn’t be surprising to see Savard start in the top pair 
with Hedman, so the group would look like this. 

Hedman-Savard 

McDonagh-Cernak 

Sergachev-Foote 

When Rutta comes back, he could replace Foote in the third pair, but this 
gives him plenty of time to recover from the lower-body injury. Savard 
said he knows a few of the Lightning players, including former Columbus 
teammate Curtis McElhinney and forward Yanni Gourde. Players like 
Cernak woke up from their pregame nap Saturday to find out of the 
Savard trade. “He’s physical, it’s hard to play against him,” Cernak said. 
“We are happy we got him.” 

Grand Pierre said Lightning players will soon love Savard. Grand Pierre 
got to know Savard as a player and a person because his daughter 
babysits Savard’s kids. The 6-foot-2, 233-pound bearded defenseman 
has a softer and lighter side but is a different kind of tough on the ice. 

“Every other game when I see him and he’s laying in front of a (Steven) 
Stamkos shot, I’ll walk into the locker room and a few times I’ve seen his 
ankles, hit legs and arms with black golf-ball-sized welts and get right 
back on the ice. The amount of pain this guy can play through is 
unbelievable. He’ll take a one-timer off the ribs and get right back out 
there, you see him in the locker room and he looks like he got in a car 
accident.” 

That the Lightning were able to acquire Savard without giving up any of 
their young players and prospects is important considering the cap 
crunch that is looming. Losing draft picks is tough, but Tampa Bay is no 
stranger to dealing its first-rounders, before or after they were picked. 
This year’s draft is not thought to have a lot of stars up high, but there’s 
good depth from the mid-first to the end of the second. The Lightning can 
make up for lost picks by signing college free agents, as they did recently 
with Odeen Tufto, and if prospects such as Cole Koepke and Nick Perbix 
sign. 

BriseBois said he doesn’t expect to make any more deals by Monday’s 3 
p.m. trade deadline, but — then again — he didn’t think he’d be able to 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 11, 2021 

 

make a move for Savard initially. The Lightning don’t have much cap 
space ($608,000 in their long-term injury reserve salary pool, per 
CapFriendly). BriseBois joked he doesn’t plan to turn off his phone and is 
open to possibilities. If we’ve learned anything about BriseBois in his 
three years as Tampa Bay GM, he’s bold, determined and has the guts 
to take a chance. He identifies his team’s specific needs and is extremely 
aggressive in making them happen. So he didn’t close the door on 
another deal by Monday. 

“If it makes sense,” BriseBois said. “We’ll pull the trigger.” 

Steven Stamkos situation 

It didn’t look good when Stamkos limped off the ice Thursday night after 
a non-contact play near the blue line. 

The Lightning didn’t announce any specifics on the injury, though it looks 
like the lower body, and it’s strange since it came during an awkward 
movement. 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper said Saturday that Stamkos won’t play 
against the Predators and is “doubtful” for Tuesday’s road trip finale in 
Nashville. They’ll probably have more answers when they’re back in 
Tampa next week. 

“We’re hopeful he’s going to be back here soon,” Cooper said. “A lot of 
this is precaution too. When you’re on the road, it’s a little bit different 
than being at home, so we’re taking this slow and hope all can be good 
by the time we can get back to Tampa.” 

Asked Cooper if he at least believes it won’t be a long-term injury: “I hope 
not.” 

Is this Stamkos injury related to the core injury that led to two separate 
surgeries last year? Cooper was asked twice in the past two days if he 
could confirm whether this current ailment is connected to that one. Both 
times, Cooper sidestepped it, saying Friday, “I’m the coach, not the 
doctor.” 

I haven’t heard, at this point, that Stamkos’ injury is an aggravation of 
that core injury. And when Cooper didn’t offer specifics, it might just be, 
like he said Saturday, “I can only tell you what I know.” The Lightning are 
likely waiting to get a further evaluation from specialists, and those aren’t 
always available in Columbus or Nashville. 

The fact Cooper said there’s a chance Stamkos could be back next week 
after the road trip is encouraging. At the very least, it doesn’t look like a 
situation where Tampa Bay will know enough by Monday’s deadline to 
put him on long-term injured reserve, like some fans have asked, and 
use that cap hit for trades. This is not a situation where the Lightning will 
put Stamkos on LTIR and replace him with Nikita Kucherov, who is still 
rehabbing from December hip surgery. 

We’ll just have to wait and see until early next week before we know 
more about the extent of Stamkos’ injury. 

Backup goalie 

There was a tweet Thursday by our John Vogl that got people’s attention 
in Tampa. 

When the Lightning have three scouts at a game, it can make some 
waves, especially this close to the deadline. 

But it can also mean nothing. 

Yes, if the Lightning had area scout Stephen Gionta, their goalie scout 
Jared Waimon and assistant GM Jamie Pushor at Buffalo’s game 
Thursday, it’s interesting. But I don’t believe it is because Tampa Bay is 
in the market for a backup goalie — such as Buffalo’s Linus Ullmark — 
by Monday’s trade deadline. 

First of all, I don’t get a sense trading for a backup goalie is worth the 
assets. Yes, Curtis McElhinney hasn’t had a great year, with his 3-4-1, 
3.03 goals-against average and .882 save percentage. Those numbers, 
however, were inflated after two bad games, when McElhinney gave up a 

combined 11 goals. And when you start only eight games, those 
numbers are hard to correct. McElhinney has also given up three or 
fewer goals in six of his eight starts (two or fewer in three). 

Both BriseBois and Cooper have publicly said they have confidence in 
the 37-year-old backup. McElhinney is also very well liked in the room 
and has been a great fit in terms of experience and personality with the 
starter, Andrei Vasilevskiy. Why would you disrupt that to bring in a 
backup who will likely only play three or four of the final 16 games down 
the stretch? Vasilevskiy played in every game in last year’s Cup run, and 
will likely do the same this year. 

Here’s what I believe: There are two players the Lightning can’t win a 
Cup without. One is Vasilevskiy, the other is Victor Hedman. If 
Vasilevskiy goes down for the playoffs, it’d be hard to believe that 
McElhinney can carry them to a championship. But I also don’t see 
Ullmark doing it, or Jonathan Bernier, or whatever pending UFA goalie is 
out there. 

The Lightning put their attention toward upgrading and improving their 
team at the deadline, and backup goalie isn’t high on the priority list. As 
for the scouts being at Thursday’s game, it’s Waimon’s job to know every 
team’s No. 1, No. 2, No. 3 goalie in their organization, and he could have 
been looking at Thursday’s starter, Dustin Tokarski, as a potential option 
for Tampa Bay’s third goalie next year. Or Waimon could have been in 
town to see Ullmark as the Lightning look for a backup for next year. 

Pushor, who has been seen at games in Columbus and Detroit recently, 
could have been checking in on an area scout’s recommendation, or 
looking at backup options on defense. 

My point is that when it comes to the month leading up to the deadline, it 
can be a silly season in terms of listing what scouts are at what games. 
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NHL trade grades: Breaking down the 3-team deal that sends David 
Savard to the Lightning 

 

By Scott Burnside, Joe Smith and more Apr 10, 2021  

 

The trade 

The Lightning acquire defensemen David Savard and Brian Lashoff. 

The Blue Jackets acquire the Lightning’s first-round pick in 2021 and 
third-round pick in 2022 and retain 50 percent of Savard’s cap hit. 

The Red Wings acquire the Lightning’s fourth-round pick in 2021 and 
retain 25 percent of Savard’s cap hit. 

Scott Burnside: A bit of a brain teaser to unfold Saturday’s three-way 
deal among Columbus, Detroit and Tampa, but there’s some good work 
by all three GMs to make this happen. 

Savard is the key to this. The veteran defender essentially assumes the 
role played so nicely during last summer’s Stanley Cup run by Zach 
Bogosian and to a lesser degree Luke Schenn. The cost was significant, 
but since when can you put a price tag on winning back-to-back Stanley 
Cups? And the reality is this deal positions the Lightning to do just that by 
nabbing a highly sought-after defensive rental who can block shots, kill 
penalties and chew up minutes, which will be critical if the Lightning are 
going to again play four playoff rounds. 

If the Lightning get bounced in the first round, or even if they fail to win 
the highly competitive Central Division, you can argue whether GM Julien 
BriseBois wildly overpaid with a first-round and a third-round pick that go 
to Columbus and a fourth-round pick that ends up in Detroit to make the 
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money work. And you’d be fair to make that argument. But as BriseBois 
proved last summer, go big or go home, and he’s gone big again. 

Credit Columbus GM Jarmo Kekalainen for getting two significant assets 
out of Tampa for a player on an expiring contract who was destined to be 
headed elsewhere at the end of this season. It’s more than Savard was 
expected to yield for a team that had run aground in its hunt for a 
postseason berth. 

And there is Detroit GM Steve Yzerman stepping into a deal with his 
former protégé, BriseBois, and using the Red Wings’ cap space to nab a 
fourth-round pick in the ’21 draft by picking up 25 percent of Savard’s 
salary. 

Tampa grade: A-minus 

Columbus grade: A 

Detroit grade: B+ 

Joe Smith: I was talking to former NHL GM Ray Shero recently when the 
topic of trading first-round picks came up. He thought back to working 
with Hall of Famer Mario Lemieux as Penguins owner. 

“The only thing Mario knew about first-rounders was that he was one,” 
Shero quipped. 

The Lightning did give up another first-round pick in Saturday’s three-
team trade, but it’ll matter very little if they hoist another Cup this 
summer. And Savard gives them a much better chance. 

The one glaring need for Tampa Bay heading into the trade deadline was 
shoring up the right side of the blue line. The Lightning never replaced 
veterans Kevin Shattenkirk and Zach Bogosian, who played a combined 
800 playoff minutes last year. They’ve been hit with injuries, including 
Jan Rutta, who is out week to week. Savard gives them a hard-to-play 
against, experienced defenseman who can play tough minutes and — 
not to be forgotten — is one of the few players on the Tampa Bay roster 
to not win a Cup. That’s an element for any championship team that can 
help. 

The price Tampa Bay paid was high. The Lightning dealt a first-rounder 
and a fourth-rounder this year, and a third-rounder next year. But when 
you’re a contender with no cap space and a crunch looming this summer, 
it makes sense to take another swing while the group is all still together. 
Nobody in Tampa is stressing out after Tampa Bay dealt two first-round 
picks (and top prospect Nolan Foote) at last year’s deadline for Barclay 
Goodrow and Blake Coleman. 

The Blue Jackets did a great job in getting such value for a rental, first- 
and a third-round picks, when other pending UFAs got a third- or fourth-
rounder. The Red Wings, for playing such a small role in the deal 
(retaining 25 percent of Savard’s contract), netted another fourth-rounder 
for their rebuild. With the flat cap expected for years, this might be the 
kind of trade we see more often. 

Tampa grade: A- 

Columbus grade: A 

Detroit grade: B+ 

Aaron Portzline: You have to give Tampa Bay credit: This is the second 
deadline in a row in which BriseBois recognized a need for toughness 
and a need to buttress his roster depth defensively. 

Last season, he made two key forward acquisitions in Barclay Goodrow 
and Blake Coleman that helped the Lightning form an incredible third 
line. They went from a one-dimensional club with blinding offensive talent 
to a club that could beat you however you wanted to play. 

As it turns out, Savard and the Blue Jackets got an up-close look at both 
of those Lightning clubs. 

Savard is not going to wow the casual fan. But coaches and teammates 
love the way he plays so selflessly. He finishes checks with an audible 

thud. He blocks shots fearlessly. He can clear out a net front. He can pair 
with anybody, too. Over the past four years, he played with Ian Cole, 
Jack Johnson, Ryan Murray and Vladislav Gavrikov, always making for a 
stout second pair. 

These are the thankless traits that Stanley Cup teams require. The 
Lightning are now poised for a run at a second straight Cup, which is 
more than enough justification to trade three draft picks in the process. 
The Blue Jackets weren’t going to re-sign Savard, who will be an 
unrestricted free agent. The speed of today’s game can be a challenge 
for him, and the Jackets have a few defensemen they believe are ready 
to ascend to full-time NHL jobs next season. 

A month ago, it would have been hard to believe Kekalainen could land a 
first-round draft pick for Savard. That he was able to land a first and a 
third is a very good haul for Savard. 

It was also wise to put the Blue Jackets’ salary cap space to use. That’s 
probably how they landed the third-round pick, by paying for 50 percent 
of Savard’s remaining sum. The Red Wings paid, essentially, about 
$250,000 for a fourth-round pick by agreeing to pick up half of the 
remaining portion (25 percent) of Savard’s deal so Tampa Bay could 
remain salary-cap compliant. 

It’s not an exciting return on paper for impatient Detroit fans, but there 
have been some very good players mined from the fourth round. 

Tampa grade: A 

Columbus grade: A 

Detroit grade: B 
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Sportsnet.ca / Matthews-Marner explosion helps Jack Campbell make 
NHL  

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

April 11, 2021, 12:33 AM 

 

TORONTO – When your record-snapping, head-turning, stick-tapping 
run is as charmed and as enduring as the one Jack Campbell is enjoying 
for the Toronto Maple Leafs, sometimes you need a little help from your 
friends. 

“I definitely owe the boys a nice Red Lobster dinner, that's for sure,” the 
Leafs starting goaltender quipped with a smile Saturday, after pulling five 
pucks out of the net and Carey Price’s name out of the record books. 

“Definitely not what I expect out of myself, but thankfully we have a great 
team and they carried me tonight. And it was just a lot of fun.” 

These go to 11. 

We’re talking about the total goals scored in Toronto’s wild 6-5 lead-
altering victory over the never-quit Ottawa Senators and Campbell’s 
record-breaking win streak (11-0-0) to begin a season. (Price, a mere 
mortal, topped out at 10-0-0 in 2016-17.) 

“Just nonstop cheering for him. I think everybody’s extremely happy. It’s 
very well deserved,” Auston Matthews beamed. And that was before he’d 
learned of the Admiral’s Feast with his name on it. 

Everything is coming up Maple Leafs, who have earned whatever roster 
boost GM Kyle Dubas and cap magician Brandon Pridham can conjure 
up over the next 30-some hours. 
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The North Division leaders are riding a league-best six-game win streak 
and are a league-best 9-0-1 in their past 10. 

Frederik Andersen’s patient recovery, William Nylander’s sudden 
sidelining to COVID-19 protocol, and a horrendous power-play drought 
— Toronto has been outscored 3-1 over their past 34 power plays — 
haven’t hindered their stride. 

If Campbell’s streak is reason No. 1, then the dominance of Matthews 
and Mitch Marner is reason 1A. 

Tony and Mitchy go together like surf and turf, give and go, DMX and dog 
noises. 

So, it was fitting that Marner cued up the game’s first strike when he 
stopped, dropped a pass, and Matthews opened up shop with wicked 
wrister. Marner’s no-look, behind-the-back feed was echoed by a no-
look, behind-the-back low-five in celebration. Matthews slammed that 
sucker too. That’s how they roll. 

Marner teed up Matthews again, 32 seconds later, to help his centreman 
to a fifth straight 30-goal season. 

“Auston shot the puck probably as good as he has in, I don’t know, 
months maybe,” coach Sheldon Keefe said. “It connected today.” 

Like electricity. 

When the Senators surged back with three unanswered goals in Period 
2, the dangerous duo went back to work. 

Matthews assisted on Marner’s tying goal, his 14th on the year. Then 
Matthews completed the hat trick — off a pass from Marner. Because of 
course. 

Forty minutes yielded matching four-point nights for the big guns. Marner 
has now assisted on 19 of Matthews’ NHL-leading 31 goals, and both 
players rank in the top seven in even-strength markers. 

“I don't know if my vocabulary is big enough to describe it. It's such a 
treat to watch,” Campbell said. 

“Some of the plays they make on a nightly basis and what they bring to 
this team is just invaluable. They're two superstars, but you'd have no 
idea when you talk to them outside the rink. They're the most down-to-
earth guys, and they just gel out there. They just work as a team and a 
pair. They're just always thinking of the other guy and making amazing 
plays. We sure are lucky they're on our team.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

That luck extends to Keefe. With a six-point cushion on the top seed, the 
coach is using the stretch run to experiment with new forward lines. 

On this evening, Alex Galchenyuk was promoted to the left of Matthews 
and Marner, while Zach Hyman helped balance out John Tavares’s unit. 
(That second line generated the other two Leafs goals, and Keefe called 
them “outstanding.”) 

Already confident Hyman complements Matthews-Marner, Keefe wants 
to discover what other options work. The promotion was also a reward for 
Galchenyuk’s effort. 

The trial run of Galchenyuk-Matthews-Marner yielded an 8-1 advantage 
in high-danger chances and four goals. 

“There's an extra level of urgency and intensity in each stride that Alex 
has taken,” Keefe said. “You pair that with the skillset that he has, and 
that's why he's been having success. I don't think we had a great 
expectation that he was going to be as effective as he has been on the 
forecheck in creating loose pucks and getting the puck back for his 
linemates. That's been just outstanding. 

“When you look at the number of depth players that we've given 
opportunities to throughout the season, I don't think anyone has really 
jumped off the page the way that he has… That should send a message 
to those that when they get their opportunity that that's the standard.” 

The standard for hockey duos is coming down to Leon Draisaitl–Connor 
McDavid and Marner-Matthews. After the Leafs’ offensive explosion 
Saturday, the latter now shares third place in the Art Ross race with 
Patrick Kane (all three have 52 points). 

But unlike their Edmonton rivals, Matthews and Marner are more deadly 
five-on-five. And no one is arguing for them to be split onto separate 
lines. 

“We want to get better every single game,” Marner said. “I think we've 
done a great job just from a defensive standpoint, getting the puck out of 
our zone quickly, all the way to creating offensive chances. I think we've 
also done a great job of hunting pucks down on the [opponents’] rush 
and knocking a lot of pucks down and getting results the other way. 

“Chemistry-wise, I think we're at an all-time high.” 

Like hot butter and lobster tails. 

Put it on Campbell’s tab. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Cole Caufield could be spark for Canadiens' struggling 
offence 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

April 11, 2021, 12:46 AM 

 

MONTREAL—They were situations begging for a one-shot scorer; three 
chances from the blue paint—two of them booted wide and a third sent 
directly into the goaltender. 

If Jake Evans, Jonathan Drouin and Tomas Tatar had capitalized on 
those shots, all of them coming in the first 10 minutes of this 5-0 loss to 
the Winnipeg Jets, we might not be talking about the urgency of bringing 
in Cole Caufield right now. 

That option should be a luxury for these Montreal Canadiens, instead of 
an obvious and glaring necessity. This team shouldn’t be so desperate… 
not with a 19-goal scorer dressed, a couple more forwards not far behind 
and a defenceman who’s in the top-10—and was leading the NHL at one 
point in goals and points at his position. This team replete with more 
talent and depth than its had in recent years still ranks 11th out of 31 in 
the league in goals per game, and it shouldn’t have to be clawing from 
outside its ranks for help. 

But the puck isn't going in for the Canadiens right now, with Saturday’s 
night loss being the third consecutive one in regulation. That’s not going 
to change by just making a tactical adjustment or two. 

“We need to get more pucks to the net,” said Tatar of Montreal’s 19-shot 
effort in this game. “Our shots are getting blocked, they’re not getting 
through. We have to help each other in the O-zone and create a little bit 
of emotion. I feel like we’re too stationary and the pucks are just not 
going through right now and it’s hard to score. We have to be all five 
guys active in the O-zone and help each other and be there. 

“Obviously we want to score more, and these are some of the things we’ll 
have to work on before the next game.” 

But it’s not a situation one practice is going to solve before Monday’s 
game against the Toronto Maple Leafs, who are the second-highest 
scoring team in the NHL. 
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And let’s be real; Caufield, a 20-year-old who's fresh out of college, can’t 
cure it all on his own, either. 

But there’s no doubt he can bring a spark at a time when this team 
desperately needs one. We’re talking about a guy who gets his shots 
through, a guy who’s beyond creative in the offensive zone, a guy people 
are going to quickly recognize as a top-percentile shooter—even in this 
league he’s never played in before—and a guy who would’ve changed 
the complexion of Saturday’s game if he had taken at least one of the 
three shots the Canadiens missed in the first 10 minutes. 

Because Drouin, who has two goals on the season, wasn’t going to do it 
with his wide-open look. Neither was the two-goal scoring Evans, who 
fanned on an even better opportunity when he was given the puck in the 
slot on a 3-on-2 rush in the second period. 

That play came shortly after Nikolaj Ehlers did what he does best to 
make it 2-0 Jets with his 17th goal of the season. 

It was challenged for goaltender interference, but it stood. As did Paul 
Stastny’s 12th before it. 

It was 3-0 Jets when Derek Forbort found a hole between Jake Allen’s 
head and his glove, but it just as easily could’ve been 3-2, or 3-3, or even 
4-3 Canadiens. 

Instead, the game devolved after Montreal failed to capitalize on its 
chances. It was a mental breakdown of sorts from there, after 
consecutive 3-2 losses that preceded this one had the team unsure of 
itself to start and completely on its heels to finish. 

“Scoring the first goal in that kind of game probably would’ve given 
energy to our guys, and getting scored on did the opposite,” said 
Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme. 

Still, the Canadiens survived some spin-cycle shifts in their own zone and 
made it out of the first period tied 0-0. They didn’t bury their chances but 
didn’t surrender much aside from momentum. 

Where this one really got away from them was on the power play, where 
they had two opportunities early in the second period and weren’t able to 
generate a quality chance on either one. 

It’s a power play that has been completely sterile since Mar. 30—no team 
in the league has performed worse than 1-for-21 since—and one so 
obviously in need of a specialist who can open up some more options. 

Cue Caufield’s music. Because the sniper, who in his professional debut 
with the Laval Rocket scored this goal (below) on the man-advantage, is 
built to provide what the Canadiens need there. This is the kind of goal 
he’s scored at every level, and he’ll do it here, too. 

Caufield added another goal that proved to be the winner after setting 
one up for Xavier Ouellet in Friday’s game, and then he scored the 
winner in Saturday’s game. The Wisconsin kid did it after a seven-day 
quarantine and a couple of practices and Zoom meetings. He did it after 
scoring 30 goals and 52 points in 31 games, after helping the NCAA’s 
Badgers win a Big-10 championship and after he was named the college 
circuit’s best player and awarded the Hobey Baker. 

Three goals on his first nine shots as a pro. 

“He’s not just a shooter,” Rocket coach Joel Bouchard said after the first 
game, and he was dead right. Caufield’s an elite talent who has grown in 
every aspect of his game. 

He proved at it Wisconsin this past season, and he proved it immediately 
in his first real test against men. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

If it wasn’t obvious the Canadiens needed Caufield after that, it sure was 
after watching them miss their best opportunities against the Jets. It was 
glaring after watching those futile power plays. It was abundantly clear 
after watching leading scorer Tyler Toffoli (19 goals) and second-leading 

scorer Josh Anderson (14 goals) combine for one shot and two attempts 
in the game. 

And if it wasn’t after all that, the kicker was seeing Evans take Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi’s spot as Brendan Gallagher’s replacement on the line with 
Tatar and Phillip Danault. 

Neither centre is the right man for the job in the absence of the team’s 
feistiest winger—and certainly not down 3-0. But Caufield is, and he 
shouldn’t play another game with the Rocket before he gets a chance to 
show it with the Canadiens. 

We don’t see how general manager Marc Bergevin could conclude 
otherwise. And that’s just one of a few moves he might have up his 
sleeve between now and Monday’s trade deadline. 

Bergevin has cap flexibility, he’s got roster players he can move, he’s got 
12 picks in the upcoming draft and a boatload of prospects to deal from, 
and his team needs help. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Separated Monahan, Gaudreau offer Flames a glimmer of 
hope 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

April 11, 2021, 2:09 AM 

 

The sample size is even smaller than Johnny Gaudreau, but it turns out it 
is possible for him and Sean Monahan to have success on separate 
lines. 

Who knew? 

In an experiment that hasn’t been seen in Calgary since selling oil was 
profitable, the two flickering Flames were split up Saturday in a desperate 
attempt to revive their scoring touch, if not the team’s faint playoff hopes. 

They responded by ending lengthy scoring slumps, marking the first time 
both scored in the same game all season, which says plenty about why 
this team is where it is. 

More on the club's playoff pipe dreams in a moment, as the numbers that 
mattered most to a disheartened team and fan base Saturday marked a 
staggering departure from what earned the team eight losses in its 
previous nine outings. 

The Flames dusted off an age-old blueprint of theirs to beat Edmonton 5-
0, thanks to goals from what used to be the usual suspects: Monahan, 
Gaudreau, Elias Lindholm and Mark Giordano. 

And they did it with a defensive mindset that limited an Oilers team that 
has eaten Calgary’s lunch all season to a staggering 17 shots. 

Yes, the stars who’ve been badly overshadowed by the Oilers studs in a 
season series previously led by the Oilers 5-2, finally came to play. 

“When you don’t score for a while, and obviously it was the first one of 
the game, it feels good, but getting the two points is my main concern,” 
said Monahan, whose fourth even-strength goal of the year was his first 
in 13 outings. 

“I put a lot of pressure on myself to be a go-to guy and somebody who is 
going to provide offence. When you’re not doing that it gets frustrating, 
but you’ve got to stick with it.” 
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Separated from his age-old pal in the third period of the Flames’ last 
game, Monahan started Saturday between Dillon Dube and Andrew 
Mangiapane, who made a great pass to find Monahan alone for an easy 
finish from the side of the net. 

It kickstarted a four-goal second period in which the Flames looked like 
the team many predicted they’d be months back. 

Gaudreau scored seven minutes after Monahan, converting a crossing 
pass from Noah Hanifin he finished from a sharp angle for his first in 
eight games. It came while playing on a line with Lindholm and Matthew 
Tkachuk, who was the only Flames star unable to find the scoresheet. 

Lindholm’s power-play snipe from the high slot was his second goal in 11 
games, set up by a deft pass from Gaudreau. 

“It was obviously a little different - me and Monny played together pretty 
much every game since I’ve been here,” said Gaudreau, following his 
first multi-point game since late February. 

“A little different, but the team won a game tonight and whatever the lines 
are we’ve got to focus on winning the next game here. Monny is one of 
the best goal scorers this organization has seen. It’s nice to see him 
score. It has been difficult for a lot of us throughout this year but when 
he’s got the puck on his stick he’s got a chance to score.” 

The Flames now sit six points behind the Canadiens, who have two 
games in hand following a 5-0 loss to Winnipeg earlier Saturday night for 
their fourth loss in five outings. 

Five of Calgary’s remaining 15 games are against the Canadiens, who 
are currently without Carey Price and Brendan Gallagher. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 
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A rare glimmer of hope? 

“I wouldn’t say we’re jacked up,” said Monahan, whose club felt 
tremendous relief after just their second win in ten games. 

“We’re not in the spot we want to be, but tonight’s a start.” 

The win adds food for thought for GM Brad Treliving who has been 
entertaining offers for pending free agents Derek Ryan and David Rittich, 
ahead of Monday’s trade deadline. 

Both might be able to fetch mid-to-late-round picks, but might require 
having to pay some of their salary. If there’s any sense the Flames’ first 
complete game in months could help them kickstart a late run at the 
playoffs, maybe you don’t do any deals. 

Darryl Sutter wasn’t keen on heaping praise on the offence, pointing 
instead to the first-period saves Jacob Markstrom made to get the 
Flames out of the first period scoreless. 

“It wasn’t like they’re supposed to be together all the time,” he shrugged 
of the obvious Gaudreau/Monahan storyline. 

“We got some balance out of our four lines. More important than all the 
issues with who plays with who up front, Gio and Chris (Tanev) got to 
play together and Noah (Hanifin) and Ras (Rasmus Andersson). That 
was way more significant than any other changes tonight.” 

He did, however, throw a little praise Monahan’s way. 

“Sean has done everything I’ve asked him to do, and more, so it’s nice to 
see him get rewarded,” said Sutter of the struggling eight-goal scorer. 

“We put 19 (Tkachuk) and 13 (Gaudreau) with 28 (Lindholm) because 28 
is such a good player – we hope to get the other two guys going a little 
bit.” 

It marked the third time this year the high-powered Oilers were shut out, 
thanks in part to a scheduling juggle that staged a game that was their 
fourth in six nights. Several Oilers were not happy with the schedule-
makers, as the game was hastily arranged for the same day Edmonton 
held a long-planned ceremony to honour former teammate Colby Cave, 
who died last April. 
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Sportsnet.ca / McDavid, Oilers question NHL's decision to schedule 
game after Cave memorial 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

April 11, 2021, 2:26 AM 

 

There are excuses for losing in professional sports, and there are 
reasons for losing. Sort of like how a player can play hurt, but he can’t 
play injured. 

On Saturday night the Edmonton Oilers were asked to play their third 
game in four nights, their fourth in six nights -- all on the road -- against a 
Calgary Flames team that hadn’t played since Monday. 

Those aren’t reasons for a 5-0 loss. Those are excuses for a 5-0 loss. 

Here, however, is a reason for the flat, emotionless effort laid down by 
Edmonton in an absentee edition of the Battle of Alberta: 

At 11 a.m. MT on the morning of the game, the Oilers all gathered at their 
Calgary hotel to watch the Celebration of Life for teammate Colby Cave. 

It was an emotionally draining memorial for a 25-year-old brother whose 
beautiful young widow Emily wept throughout her tragic eulogy, trembling 
as she said her heart-wrenching goodbye. Cave’s mother wept while 
talking about his first NHL game as a Boston Bruin, while his father, a 
burly Saskatchewan rancher named Al, could scarcely be understood, so 
choked was he to have lost his only son. 

Then they dropped a puck at the Saddledome and said: “Go play.” 

“Some days are about a little more than just about hockey,” said Oilers 
captain Connor McDavid after the game. “The performance wasn’t there 
tonight, but today is about Colby, his memorial and his celebration of life.” 

To ask a team to play on such a night was ridiculous. The National 
Hockey League added this game in the last two weeks -- long after the 
Cave memorial had been scheduled -- and it was callous mistake. 

We’ll go one step further in saying it was disrespectful, both to the Cave 
family and the Oilers players and staff. The schedule be damned, this 
was a black on the league to reschedule a game to a night like this. 

Good for McDavid for calling out the NHL on it. 

“I don’t want to make excuses. (The Flames) were better than us.” began 
McDavid. “But I think you’re asking a lot from guys, to sit through 
something like that, remember your teammate, see what the whole family 
is going through, and be expected to perform that night. I’m not sure what 
the league was really thinking there." 

“It’s a hard day for the Cave family. It’s a hard day for Emily and her 
family. It’s a hard day for the Edmonton Oilers and Boston Bruins 
organizations,” he added. “You’d like the NHL to maybe think that one 
through a little bit.” 

Each of McDavid, teammate Darnell Nurse, and head coach Dave 
Tippett went to great lengths to credit Calgary for being the better team, 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 11, 2021 

 

and to try to say that there are no excuses for a loss. Especially a 5-0 
loss. 

“You can’t say it enough,” McDavid said. 

If they won’t say it, we will. I wrote the memorial here. It was gut-
wrenching. 

“A big group of us watched it at the hotel,” Nurse said. “It was an 
emotional day. No excuses. We wanted to build off it and have a good 
night for Caver, and we didn’t.” 

Talk to Nurse a month from now and he’ll look back on this night the way 
one recalls a 2-iron through the trees, over the water to a hidden flag. 
You wonder why you even bothered to try? 

“Nope, I haven’t been through something like that,” Nurse admitted, when 
asked for a comparable. “You watch that ceremony this morning and play 
at night…. Nope. I’ve never done that before. It was tough, for sure, but 
we’ve got to show up a little better.” 

Goalie Mike Smith was average -- for the first time in ages -- and the 
Flames walked off with an easy two points. Calgary hadn’t played since 
Monday and had lost eight of nine. They were ready for a win and didn’t 
waste this opportunity. 

“They had energy, we didn’t,” said Tippett. “You hope your team pushes 
through things, and finds new levels. And you can never use excuses. 
But, there are times when you can tell your team just doesn’t have it. 
That there’s just not enough energy in the group.” 

Edmonton does not play until back-to-back games Friday and Saturday. 
They hit Monday’s Trade Deadline firmly in a playoff spot, and in the 
post-game dressing room Tippett had a short chat with his players about 
the 14 remaining games, and one final push to improve into a team that 
can do damage in the playoffs. 

“Everybody is (off) for two days,” he said. “We’ve got 14 games left, and 
we’ve got to continue to improve our game. 

“This game tonight?” he said. “As the old saying goes, we’ll burn that 
tape.” 

The game began with a pair of delays, as the officials and both head 
coaches discussed what appeared to be an issue with the lineup 
submitted by Tippett. 

So, what happened? 

Well, at the beginning of the season the league introduced a virtual game 
lineup app. Every so often, that app fails to update in a timely fashion 
when players are added to the lineup after warmup. On Saturday Tippett 
added two players to his game night lineup after Edmonton’s pregame 
warmup, but the app had not updated when the Flames received 
Edmonton’s “official” lineup. 

Before the puck was dropped, Tippett notified the on-ice officials that 
there was an issue with the app, and that his lineup at puck drop was not 
the same as what had been given to Calgary. In the end, the app was 
found to be the culprit -- not Tippett and his staff -- and the game went on 
with no penalties issued. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Colby Cave's memory lives on with family, Oilers a year 
after tragic death 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

April 10, 2021, 4:18 PM 

 

EDMONTON — It is so patently unfair, so abjectly heartbreaking 
whenever somebody this promising – and of such strong character — 
dies at such a young age. 

Whether or not Colby Cave was a National Hockey League player — first 
a Boston Bruin and then an Edmonton Oiler — a farm kid from 
Saskatchewan ranching country, or Emily’s husband, it defines tragic that 
a 27-year-old widow was tasked with delivering a eulogy for her husband 
on Saturday, a man to whom she was married for less than a year when 
he was taken away. 

“We planned our whole lives, all the while thinking we were guaranteed 
all this time,” she said, before instructing all who were watching online 
and the 20 people in attendance at Rogers Place: 

“Hug your husband or your wife. Tell them that you love them ... take the 
pictures and the videos. Cherish every little moment.” 

Colby Alexander Cave was born on Boxing Day, 1994, raised “in a little 
old, leaky mobile home,” said his mother Jenn Cave, on the yard of the 
family farm near Battleford, Saskatchewan. A typical prairie farm kid, he 
grew up surrounded by family, with eight cousins on one side and 10 on 
the other, all living and farming close by. 

He grew up on The Lion King and hockey, his grieving mother said. “He 
ate his breakfast with his hockey helmet on, and cried when he had to 
take it off.” 

Suddenly, unexpectedly, on Tuesday, April 7, 2020, with the NHL settling 
into its coronavirus pause, news broke that Cave was in distress. 

“Colby Cave is fighting for his life at a Toronto hospital, a 25-year-old 
National Hockey League player who has always been the picture of 
health suddenly in intensive care and in a medically induced coma,” we 
wrote that day. 

There was no accident. It had nothing to do with COVID-19. 

“What do you say? What are the words for this? It’s unbelievable,” said 
Cave’s Saskatchewan-based agent, Jason Davidson. 

It was a brain bleed that struck in the night, while he and Emily were 
quarantining at her parents’ home in Barrie. Cave never recovered. 

It will be a year on Sunday that Cave passed in the ICU at Toronto’s 
Sunnybrook hospital, Emily kept at a cruel distance due to Covid 
restrictions. It was as sad a story as one could ever hear. 

Emily had hoped to hold a large funeral for her husband, but as time 
passed and the COVID-19 restrictions failed to lift, she decided on an 
online memorial instead. 

NHL Veteran David Backes, a mentor to Cave when the two played in 
Boston, appeared via video to tell the story of Cave’s first NHL goal, 
when he filled on the top line for an injured Patrice Bergeron one night in 
Montreal. 

“It was during this game he was showing how he could excel in a new 
and expanded role. During an offensive possession he got free and 
scored his first goal in the NHL (on Carey Price),” Backes said. “It was 
pure joy as he huddled with teammates and soaked in the glory of his 
first NHL goal. 

“He came back to the bench,” recalled Backes. “Sharing his joy is burnt 
in my memory.” 

Patrick Russell, a teammate of Cave’s in both Edmonton and AHL 
Bakersfield, spoke on behalf of the Oilers players, who watched the 
memorial online from their hotel rooms in Calgary, where Edmonton was 
scheduled to play Saturday night. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 11, 2021 

 

“It’s hard to say Colby’s name without a smile on your face,” said Russell. 
“Always smiling, hard-working, and most importantly, just a deep care for 
other human beings. 

“If Colby was here today he’d want us to look at our loved ones, hug 
them, and tell them how much we loved them. If we all could be a little bit 
more like Colby, the world would be a better place.” 

Off the ice, the Oilers and Emily have established a program called 
Colby’s Kids, a community program with an emphasis on mental health 
initiatives via CASA Child, Adolescent and Family Mental Health. The 
fund will provide access to sports for underprivileged children. In 
Bakersfield, where Cave played 44 games last season, the Condors 
display a “CC 26” emblem at centre ice and behind the bench, paying 
homage with Cave’s initials and the number he wore while in the AHL. 

“We have his jersey and picture hanging right in our dressing room, 
which is a reminder every time those guys go in the ice,” Oilers head 
coach Dave Tippett said. “They see he’s there. Our players had the 
ultimate respect for him. They still do.” 

They played Cooper Marody’s lovely piece Saturday, Agape, a song 
written by his Bakersfield teammate in honour of Cave, while family 
members spoke of a typical Canadian kid who just happened to grow up 
into an NHL player. 

“The guy who crushed Baba’s chocolate chip cookies and could rip you 
so fast around a dance floor you didn’t know what was happening,” his 
sister Taylor said. “The pain of losing him is an emptiness within me that 
will never heal.” 

Emily, the very picture of despair, bravely navigated her way through a 
tearful eulogy. 

“I’m so proud of who you were, Colb,” she concluded. “And I’ll live the 
rest of my life trying to make you just as proud.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / What recent Stanley Cup champions did at NHL Trade 
Deadline 

 

Mike Johnston@MikeyJ_MMA 

April 10, 2021, 9:30 AM 

 

The NHL Trade Deadline is a mere two days away and it’s the last 
chance for teams to add a new face or two in the hopes of venturing off 
on an extended post-season run. 

A flat salary cap has made life more complicated for many general 
managers but it likely won’t prevent a flurry of action leading up to 3 p.m. 
ET on April 12. 

Teams looking to be buyers at the deadline typically fancy themselves as 
playoff contenders but how often do deadline moves actually end up 
contributing to a championship? 

Here’s what the past five Cup champs have done prior to the trade 
deadline. 

After an embarrassing playoff exit the year prior, Lightning general 
manager Julien BriseBois went all in ahead of the deadline in 2020. 
Tampa used a pair of first-round draft picks plus 2019 first-rounder Nolan 
Foote to add Coleman and Goodrow, both of whom were signed through 
2021. The first-rounder in the Coleman deal was originally acquired by 

the Lightning when the team sent J.T. Miller to the Canucks the previous 
off-season. 

“These were the two guys we felt were the best fit for our organization to 
help us win this year and help us maintain our competitiveness going into 
next season as well,” BriseBois told reporters that deadline day. “This 
time of year, it's just the reality, you're going to pay a premium. … I was 
in the buyer's chair and my mindset was it's not about value 
maximization, it's about winning hockey games. And I look at our team 
with (Coleman and Goodrow) and we're a better team now and we're 
going to be a harder team to take out come springtime with the addition 
of these two players.” 

BriseBois nailed his assessment, as Coleman and Goodrow each played 
all 25 playoff games and both totalled more than 100 post-season hits as 
key contributors to the Lightning’s Stanley Cup run. 

St. Louis Blues (2018-19) 

Acquired: Michael Del Zotto 

The Blues more or less stood pat at the deadline in their championship 
season. They sent a sixth-round pick to the Ducks to acquire Del Zotto, 
who never suited up in the post-season. The Blues had revamped their 
roster the previous off-season by signing David Perron, Tyler Bozak and 
Patrick Maroon, plus pulling off a blockbuster trade with the Sabres to 
land eventual Conn Smythe winner Ryan O’Reilly. Jordan Binnington 
also ascended from the AHL to help turn the season around, which 
meant the Blues didn’t need to target a goalie at the deadline. 

Washington Capitals (2017-18) 

Acquired: Michal Kempny, Jakub Jerabek 

The Capitals had plenty of firepower up front so defensive depth was the 
focus and Kempny in particular has been a solid addition. Kempny 
played in all 24 of Washington’s playoff games and ended up signing a 
four-year contract to stay with the Caps. 

Pittsburgh Penguins (2016-17) 

Acquired: Ron Hainsey, Mark Streit 

The Penguins needed help on defence in order to become the NHL’s first 
back-to-back champs since the Red Wings teams of the late 1990s. With 
Kris Letang out long-term, former Penguins GM Jim Rutherford added a 
pair of veteran blueliners. Hainsey cost a second-round pick and Streit a 
fourth, so it was an excellent short-term investment. Hainsey was 35 at 
the time and had never played a single Stanley Cup playoff game prior to 
that season. He ended up logging the team’s second-most ice-time 
during the post-season. 

Pittsburgh Penguins (2015-16) 

Acquired: Justin Schultz 

The Pens had added Carl Hagelin roughly six weeks prior to the deadline 
and Trevor Daley earlier that season, so the only meaningful deadline 
move Rutherford pulled off that year was adding Justin Schultz for an 
more scoring punch from the back end. All it cost was a third-round 
selection and Schultz suited up for 15 playoffs games. He re-signed in 
Pittsburgh and was a bigger contributor the following season. 
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Far from satisfied, Leafs' Campbell looks to set another record 

 

By Mark Masters 
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The Maple Leafs (optional) and Senators skated at Scotiabank Arena on 
Saturday.  

Another game and another possible record for Jack Campbell.  

On Wednesday night, Campbell posted a 10th straight victory to 
establish a new franchise record win streak. The Leafs goalie is currently 
tied with Montreal's Carey Price for the longest win streak to start a 
National Hockey League season.  

"It's been awesome," said centre Alex Kerfoot. "We've all rallied around 
it. It's something we've wanted for him and that he deserves. He's worked 
so hard to get to this point and he deserves all the recognition he's 
getting right now and we want to keep it rolling for him." 

Campbell is an inspiring figure in the Leafs' dressing room, because of 
his positive personality and all the adversity he's overcome. The 
Michigan native was picked 11th overall by the Dallas Stars in 2010, but 
struggled to find his footing as a professional. He was playing in the 
ECHL with the Idaho Steelheads as recently as the 2015-16 season.  

"Those were some pretty dark days," Campbell admitted during an 
interview on TSN1050’s OverDrive program. "But I will say going to Idaho 
kind of changed my career in a good way, because it showed me I really 
loved playing hockey. I had a great group of guys there in Idaho and still 
talk to some of them to this day." 

Campbell's career really got back on track following a move to the Los 
Angeles Kings organization.  

"I actually lived with Jack for a year in L.A. so I got to know him quite 
well," said Senators forward Michael Amadio, who was recently traded to 
Ottawa by the Kings. "He was a good guy. He loved to cook so he always 
had something ready for us for dinner ... He's a good competitor. In 
practice he was always fighting to make the save so that's one thing that 
stuck with him."  

It seems Campbell's competitive fire is burning hotter than ever. Despite 
posting a .944 save percentage, tops among goalies with at least 10 
appearances, Campbell is demanding more from himself.  

"I'm still not thrilled about some of the goals I've given up lately so I can 
still play a lot better," he said during Friday's interview on OverDrive.  

"He's pretty hard on himself," said Leafs defenceman Jake Muzzin, who 
also played with Campbell in Los Angeles. "He always thinks he should 
have every save, but that's not the case every time. It's contagious, 
though. It makes you want to be better as well to help him." 

"He's very hard on himself," echoed Kerfoot, "but in a good way that 
makes him work hard. He's extremely competitive and very athletic in 
everything that he does." 

There was plenty of emotion in the Leafs' dressing room following 
Wednesday's win as Campbell reflected on his journey and basked in the 
glow of his teammates' adulation. But, now, it’s time to turn the page.  

"It’s definitely a huge honour, but with this season you don't really have a 
lot of time to enjoy anything," Campbell said. "You got to move on. That's 
kind of a blessing with all the games, because you're just focused on 
getting better and ready for the next night." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Campbell goes for another record 

After setting the Maple Leafs' franchise record for consecutive wins by a 
goalie with his 10th straight on Wednesday, Jack Campbell has another 
opportunity to etch his name into the record books tonight against the 
Senators. Mark Masters has more on Campbell's record-breaking run. 

Campbell's contribution has been crucial, because Frederik Andersen, 
Toronto's No. 1 goalie, has been sidelined since March 19 with a nagging 
lower-body issue.  

"I think that the easiest way to describe it is just there's no timeline to the 
injury," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "It's just really a matter of Fred being 
comfortable with where he's at and how he's feeling." 

Keefe said earlier this week that there's "no concern" Andersen may be 
done for the season.  

Campbell has never started more than 25 games in an NHL season, but 
seems unfazed by the heavier workload.  

"My first full year up in L.A., Quickie [Jonathan Quick] went down and I 
got to play, kind of similar to it is right now. I think I got to play like 12 in a 
row and my mindset's always the same," Campbell said on OverDrive. "I 
don’t think anything has changed in my mind. I expect a certain standard 
every time I do play."  

Campbell has started seven of Toronto's last nine games.  

'No timeline' for Andersen's injury as trade deadline looms 

Head coach Sheldon Keefe said there remains no timeline for Frederik 
Andersen's return from injury as the NHL's trade deadline looms. Alex 
Kerfoot and Jake Muzzin spoke about the difference around the team 
heading into this year's deadline and say they are just focused on 
continuing to play well. 

General manager Kyle Dubas made a trade on Friday acquiring centre 
Riley Nash from the Columbus Blue Jackets in exchange for a 
conditional seventh-round draft pick in 2022. The pick becomes a sixth 
rounder if Nash plays in 25 per cent of Toronto's playoff games.  

"What stands out to me is the way he played against us in the series 
against Columbus," said Keefe referencing the five-game set in the 
summer bubble. "I just thought he was a real factor. I really got a sense 
of what he can bring there as a guy that gets really difficult match-ups, 
starts in his own end, plays against good players. He had a lot of shifts 
against our best players where you thought perhaps we would be getting 
the upper hand and it didn't work out that way."  

Nash, who is playing on an expiring contract, has two goals and five 
assists in 37 games this season. He sustained a knee sprain on April 4 
and is expected to miss four to six weeks. However, the 31-year-old 
could become an important depth contributor if the Leafs go on a lengthy 
playoff run.  

"He's just got a history of being a very reliable defensive player," Keefe 
continued. "A guy who knows exactly who he is and what he needs to do 
to help his team win. It's great for us to be able to add somebody of his 
experience." 

Keefe on newly-acquired Nash: 'A very reliable defensive player' 

Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe spoke about Toronto's trade for 
depth centre Riley Nash and what he brings to the team. Nash, who 
played for Columbus in the play-in series against the Leafs last year, left 
Keefe impressed with his defensive skills and ability to succeed in tough 
matchups. 

It's a much different feel around the Leafs heading into the trade deadline 
this year.  

"Last year we were struggling heading into the deadline, had a couple 
bad losses, and this year we're feeling really good about our group," said 
Kerfoot. "We've done a good job this year to put ourselves in a good 
position to close this regular season out in a positive way and set 
ourselves up for playoffs." 

"It’s actually been pretty quiet," noted Muzzin. "I haven't been talking too 
much about it or hearing too much about it. If pieces come that's great. 
It's part of the business." 

Dubas may not want to mess too much with the chemistry in the room 
considering all the success so far. The Leafs have won five straight 
games, which is their longest streak of the season.   
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"I feel like this is the tightest group, since I've been here, that we've had," 
said Muzzin, who was acquired midway through the 2018-19 season. "It's 
been a lot of fun. The guys are gelling. We've had different line-ups and 
different guys come in and out and I still think we’re doing a really good 
job."  

--- 

One of the newest Leafs, Alex Galchenyuk, has made a surprisingly 
smooth transition into the group since being brought in via a February 
trade with Carolina. The left winger is consistently praised for his work 
ethic.  

"We think our team's competed hard and worked real hard all season, 
but there's an extra level of urgency and intensity in each stride that Alex 
has taken," observed Keefe. "I think that's really clear. You pair that with 
the skill-set that he has and that's why he's been having success. I don't 
think we had a great expectation that he was going to be as effective as 
he has been on the forecheck in creating loose pucks and getting the 
puck back for his linemates. That's been just outstanding." 

Galchenyuk has played so well through 10 games that tonight he'll get a 
look on Toronto's top line with Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner.  

"Last game was probably the best game he had with the puck in terms of 
making plays and gaining the middle of the ice," Keefe said.  

The coach noted that among all the depth players the Leafs have given 
opportunities to this season no one has stood out like Galchenyuk.  

"It's really impressive and I think that should send a message to those 
[other guys] that when they get their opportunity that that's the standard," 
Keefe concluded.  

Galchenyuk certainly has good reason to be motivated. He was traded by 
the Ottawa Senators after just eight games this season and there were 
questions about whether his NHL days may be numbered.  

"He worked really hard," said Senators coach D.J. Smith. "He worked on 
his details. He worked away from the puck but, ultimately, we have some 
guys in front of him ... we're happy that he's had an opportunity here and 
he's run with it." 

Brady Tkachuk, Tim Stützle, Nick Paul and Alex Formenton created a 
road block that limited Galchenyuk's opportunity in Ottawa.   

"Where we are as a team and in the process that we're in, you know, the 
kids not only have to play, but they deserve to play," Smith explained. "I 
mean, they've played well. It's no slight to him. He's certainly playing 
good enough to play, but at what cost? I think Timmy Stützle’s had a 
great year. Brady's obviously a real good player and Nick Paul as well. It 
was kind of jammed on the left side." 

Sens' Smith happy to see Galchenyuk make most of chance with Leafs 

Alex Galchenyuk started his season with Ottawa, but was shipped off to 
Carolina in a trade before being acquired by the Maple Leafs. Senators 
head coach D.J. Smith is happy to see Galchenyuk making the most of 
his opportunity with the Leafs, while Sheldon Keefe raved about his effort 
and play since coming to Toronto. 

Senators winger Connor Brown has scored in six straight games to 
match the franchise record goal streak. Others to accomplish the feat for 
Ottawa include Drake Batherson (2021), Jason Spezza (2010), Daniel 
Alfredsson (2007), Dany Heatley (2007) and Bob Kudelski (1993).  

"He's getting to the net," said Smith. "It's such an easy thing to say, but I 
think when players go cold they don't go anywhere near the net or they 
don't shoot enough. He's getting four, five shots a game now and 
sometimes the puck just finds a way to go in. I think sometimes you want 
the perfect shot to go in for you, but just keep getting volume to the net 
and eventually they go in. His confidence is as high as it's ever been ... 
it's a streak league and you just have to keep working and do the right 
things and sometimes the bounces go your way."  

Brown started the streak with a shorthanded goal on Campbell and the 
Leafs on March 25 in Ottawa. He fired a career high six shots on net 
during Thursday's loss to the Oilers.  

The Toronto native set a career high with 43 points in 71 games last 
season. He’s up to 22 points in 41 games so far this season.  

"Just very well rounded, very good in every area of the game," said 
Keefe, who coached Brown with the Marlies in the American Hockey 
League. "Plays hard, extremely intelligent, but also has a very good skill-
set. You forget just how prolific a scorer he was in junior. He's scored 
more than enough in the league, had a big season last year. He's a guy 
that can do it all and certainly does it all for Ottawa.” 

Brown racked up 128 points in 68 games with Erie during his final season 
in the Ontario Hockey League.  

Sens Ice Chips: Brown takes aim at franchise record goal streak 

Connor Brown has found the back of the net in six consecutive games for 
Ottawa. With a goal tonight against Jack Campbell and the Leafs, who 
Brown scored on to kick off the streak, he will set the Senators' franchise 
record with goals in sevens straight. Mark Masters has more. 
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Rittich, Bennett and Ryan could move as Flames embark on new chapter 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

Calgary Flames goalie David Rittich was not going to entertain the 
question – not publicly, at least. 

After stopping 26 of 30 shots in the Flames’ 4-2 loss to the Toronto 
Maple Leafs last Sunday, he was asked if he had allowed himself to think 
that that start may have been his last in a Flames uniform.   

The 28-year-old is a pending unrestricted free agent who most certainly 
would help a contender looking to shore up its goaltending depth. 

“Don’t try and make a story here,” he responded. “This is my team and I 
want to stay with this team as long as I can.” 

Despite the clear attachment Rittich feels to the team that scouted him as 
an undrafted goaltender in the Czech Republic and brought him to North 
America, he may be more valuable to the Flames as a trade asset as the 
organization turns the chapter on one of its more disappointing seasons 
in recent memory. 

In an interview with TSN this week, general manager Brad Treliving said 
that while some things have improved under head coach Darryl Sutter, 
the results haven’t been there for the team as a whole. 

“When you are in the position that we’re in at this time of the year, we all 
have to own it and so it starts with myself, the players, everybody 
involved in the hockey department,” he said. 

Despite the lauded signing of Jacob Markstrom, widely considered the 
best free-agent goalie available this off-season, Rittich has been the 
better of Calgary’s two netminders, sporting a .904 save percentage and 
2.90 goals-against average. From the 2018-19 to 2019-20 seasons, he 
won 51 games – 11th-most in the league. Still young and with just 118 
starts under his belt, Rittich could be more than just a rental for a team 
looking for a longer-term solution in net.  

Centre Derek Ryan would also be an attractive piece for a contender. 
Ryan anchors the North Division’s best penalty-kill unit. Among the 171 
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NHLers with 100 faceoffs taken, he’s ninth in winning percentage (57.3) 
and according to Natural Stat Trick, in a limited sample size against 
Connor McDavid and Auston Matthews, Ryan has been on the positive 
side of possession numbers. 

And then there is Sam Bennett, the most polarizing trade asset on the 
Flames roster and whose trade request became public two weeks into 
the season. 

On the surface, the physical and gritty Bennett appears to be tailor-made 
for Darryl Sutter hockey. Alas, Bennett has just a single goal in 14 games 
under the new coach and playoff Sam Bennett (19 points in 30 games) 
won’t be making an appearance this season in Calgary. 

For his part, Bennett addressed the speculation this week, saying he’s 
happy under Sutter and enjoying the increase in responsibility. 

But as tough a pill as it may be to deal the highest-ever draft pick in 
franchise history for pennies on the dollar, it seems inevitable that 
Bennett will get moved either at the deadline or in the off-season. 

Beyond Rittich, Bennett, and Ryan, the Flames roster has other names 
that could attract suitors and fetch much-needed draft capital. 

Blueliners Nikita Nesterov and Michael Stone offer depth to contending 
teams. Brett Ritchie adds physicality, Josh Leivo can moonlight on a 
scoring line and Joakim Nordstrom can kill penalties in a defensive role.  

For his part, Sutter doesn’t think much of Trade Deadline Day (sorry 
James Duthie), calling it “irrelevant” and a “made-for-TV or made-for-
gossip event.” 

-One interesting narrative about Markstrom’s growing pains under Sutter 
is his performance based on shot volume. From the start of the 2017 
season through April 3, his save percentage when facing more than 40 
shots in a game was a whopping .947. His points percentage in those 19 
starts is 0.711. When seeing 25 to 29 shots in a game over that same 
timespan, his save percentage drops to .897 and points percentage 
decreases 0.404. Markstrom’s numbers rather linearly indicate that the 
fewer shots he faces, the worse he performs. It’ll be an interesting 
dynamic going forward – the coach who prefers low-event hockey, and 
the long-term goalie who thrives in the exact opposite style of game.  

-Like many people, I’m surprised Sutter has scratched Juuso Valimaki, 
who has sat four times in 14 games under the new coach. I’ve written 
about how regardless of the team’s direction, they should acquire a 
veteran to play regularly with the young Finnish blueliner. An alternative 
scenario? Have him skate shifts with veteran Chris Tanev. Tanev has 
positively impacted the play of regular partner Noah Hanifin and 
Vancouver Canucks blueliner Quinn Hughes, who he played more than 
700 five-on-five minutes with last season. Valimaki looks tentative and 
slow to read plays in the defensive zone, and there are few better 
partners than Tanev.  

-This week we’ve seen Sutter shake up his top-two forward lines and top-
two defensive pairs. Johnny Gaudreau finds himself not with longtime 
linemate Sean Monahan but rather Elias Lindholm and Matthew 
Tkachuk, while Monahan is skating with Andrew Mangiapane and Dillon 
Dubé. The Tanev and Hanifin pairing is no more either, as the former 
Vancouver Canuck is skating with captain Mark Giordano and Hanifin is 
paired with Rasmus Andersson.  

-Believe it or not, this season could end up being one of the worst in this 
franchise’s history. As of this column’s publication, the Flames have a 
0.438 points percentage, which would be tied with the 2012-13 for the 
third-worst points percentage in Atlanta/Calgary Flames' 48-season 
franchise history. The only other worse seasons? 1972-73 (0.417) and 
1997-98 (0.409). 

-To end on a positive note, it was a nice gesture by Sutter to don a Logan 
Boulet No. 27 Humboldt Broncos jersey on Green Shirt Day this 
Wednesday. 

 

TSN.CA LOADED: 04.11.2021 


