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How Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal plans to treat his 1,000th NHL game on Monday  

By Chip Alexander  

Jordan Staal of the Carolina Hurricanes will play his 1,000th 
NHL regular-season game Monday against the Detroit Red 
Wings and will do it much like he did the other 999. 

He’ll slip on jersey No. 11 and go to work, giving the 
Hurricanes an honest effort, being a good teammate. He’ll 
get his hands dirty, as the players like to say. The center will 
take the important draws, kill penalties, look to score on the 
power play and match up against the other team’s best 
forwards. 

“You can’t play a thousand games without doing it right,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Sunday. “It’s no fluke. 
It’s super special.” 

At 6-foot-4, Staal is listed at 220 pounds. Put him on skates 
and the Canes captain looks a lot bigger, especially when 
you have the puck along the boards and No. 11 is coming, 
determined to separate you from the puck. 

Canes’ center Vincent Trocheck, asked a few days ago to 
describe Staal, quickly said “horse.” Staal is that. Center 
Sebastian Aho offered up two words: “Ultimate leader.” That 
fits, too. 

“He shows up to the rink every day with the perfect example 
of how to be a professional,” forward Warren Foegele said. 
“He’s always got a good attitude. He’s friendly to everyone. 
And then on the ice, he’s just a worker.” 

Brind’Amour, once a pretty rugged center himself, playing 
almost 1,500 games, said Staal is the player who is “leading 
our charge” as the Canes (27-9-4) try to finish in first place in 
the Central Division in this pandemic-shortened season. The 
offensive numbers are there, but Staal’s game is more than 
about numbers. 

As Staal approached No. 1,000, many of the Canes have 
been asked about him, his play, about Jordan Staal as a 
person. Among those who know Staal best are two players 
not on the Canes. They’re his two brothers in the NHL — 
center Eric Staal of the Montreal Canadiens and defenseman 
Marc Staal of the Red Wings. 

“Jordan is such a humble, team-first person who does 
everything right day to day,” Eric Staal said in an interview 
with The News & Observer. “And 1,000 is a great milestone. 
When you look back at the history of the game, there’s not 
that many guys who get to suit up that many games. It’s a 
special moment. Awesome.” 

Marc Staal, unless something changes Monday before the 
NHL trade deadline, will be on the ice as Jordan is 
recognized and honored by the Hurricanes. Jordan Staal 
was in Minnesota in 2017 when the Wild honored Eric on his 
1,000th. Marc, who has played 935 games, will be at PNC 
Arena for Jordan’s ceremony — Eric will be shown on a 
video congratulating his brother. 

“To be able to compete in the best league in the world for 
that many games is quite an accomplishment,” Marc Staal 
said in a News & Observer interview. “Regardless of who 
you are that’s a pretty cool milestone for a player. It’s special 
that I’ll be there in the building for it and be a part of it.” 

Jordan and Marc battled Saturday at PNC Arena as the Red 
Wings edged the Canes 5-4 in a shootout. This wasn’t like 
the famous brotherly pillow fights back in Thunder Bay, 
Ontario. This was two big men going at it as Marc Staal, who 
is 6-4 and 210 pounds, banged bodies with his “little” brother. 

“He’s so strong and he’s so competitive and he works so 
hard,” Marc Staal said. “He doesn’t give you a shift off, ever. 
He’s emotionally invested into every game.  

“I’m always aware of when he’s on the ice and where he is. 
That’s just the way it is when you have a brother. You always 
know where they are.” 

Marc Staal was on the ice Saturday in the first period when 
Jordan picked up the puck on the right wing and used that 
slingshot wrister to score, beating goalie Thomas Greiss to 
the far post. It’s a shot both Eric and Jordan have used as a 
go-to move through the years. 

With six minutes left in the third period, Marc Staal put a 
shoulder into Jordan’s chest in the Detroit zone, knocking 
him down. No brotherly love there. 

“I talked to Jordan after the game and he said Detroit played 
really well, but he didn’t mention anything about being hit by 
Marc,” Eric said, laughing. ”I’ll have to ask him about that.” 

When Jordan played for the Pittsburgh Penguins, he saw 
less of Marc on the ice. Marc Staal, for much of his career 
with the New York Rangers, was more concerned about 
defending two other Pens centers, Sidney Crosby and 
Evgeny Malkin. But once Jordan was traded to the Canes in 
June 2012, Marc found himself on the ice with Jordan more 
and more, contending with someone he has referred to as 
the “beast” of the Staal family. 

“He’s always been big,” Marc said. “I’m a year and a half 
older, but he was always pretty much the size of me or 
bigger all through growing up.” 

Marc chuckled, adding, “He had a little bit different bone 
structure than the rest of us, just a bigger man. A lot of 
weight to carry on the ice, that’s for sure, and he complains 
about it all the time.” 

More seriously, Marc Staal said he senses Jordan is more 
comfortable this season in his role as captain. Following 
Justin Williams as captain wasn’t easy, but Jordan wears the 
“C” well now. 

“He knows it’s his responsibility and his job, and I think he’s 
grabbed the wheel and has been driving that team all year 
long,” Marc Staal said.  
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Eric Staal once wore the “C” for the Canes, following 
Brind’Amour as team captain. He took pride in that but is just 
as proud of seeing Jordan have the “C” on his Hurricanes 
jersey. 

“I was fortunate to play with him there for a few years and in 
sort of a subtle way pass the torch,” Eric said. “The success 
he is having, and the team in general, is fun to see. He’s 
leading the charge there as the leader and is still that team-
first player he has always been.” 

Jordan Staal’s top three memories 

1. Winning the Stanley Cup with Pittsburgh, June 12, 2009 

2. Playing with Eric and Jared Staal with the Canes, April 25, 
2013 

3. Scoring a hat trick in Toronto as a Pens rookie, February 
10, 2007 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Detroit Red Wings 

When: Monday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV: BSSN (Bally).

 

 

Jordan Staal: Day One to Game 1,000 

By Michael Smith 

When the puck drops on Monday night at PNC Arena, 
Jordan Staal will log his 1,000th career game in the National 
Hockey League. 

Staal, who has played 568 games and counting in a Carolina 
Hurricanes' sweater, is the epitome of what it means to don 
the team's crest. 

With some help from teammates, coaches and more, here's 
a journey back through Staal's career, from day one to game 
No. 1,000. 

June 24, 2006: Pittsburgh Selects Staal 2nd Overall in 2006 
NHL Entry Draft 

Eric Staal was selected second overall by the Carolina 
Hurricanes in the 2003 NHL Entry Draft. Two years later, the 
New York Rangers selected Marc Staal 12th overall. A year 
later, the Pittsburgh Penguins selected Jordan Staal with the 
second overall pick in the 2006 NHL Entry Draft in 
Vancouver. 

Jordan: "When your whole family is there to support you, it's 
exciting. It's another proud moment as a young player being 
able to even be there for that first round and know you're 
going to be able to go early. It's a cool feeling. Walking up on 
that stage and Gary Bettman telling you, 'Welcome to the 
NHL,' was a really cool moment for me and something I'll 
never forget." 

Oct. 5, 2006: Staal Makes NHL Debut 

Not even a month removed from his 18th birthday, Staal 
made his NHL debut for the Penguins against the 
Philadelphia Flyers. He played 12:03 and recorded two 
shots. 

Staal: "My first season was crazy. It was the most goals I've 
scored since I've been in the league, so I'm trying to catch 
that season still. The pucks were going in for me. It was kind 

of a win-win. I wasn't really expected to be there, so every 
day I just wanted to go out and play and have fun. Playing 
with Malkin, I had a great second half with him." 

Oct. 12, 2006: Staal Scores First NHL Goal 

In his third game of his rookie season, Staal netted his first 
career NHL goal, a shorthanded tally against Henrik 
Lundqvist and the New York Rangers. 

In fact, Staal's first three goals in the league were 
shorthanded tallies, the first player to do so since 1982. Staal 
set an NHL record for most shorthanded goals in a rookie 
season with seven in 2006-07.  

Staal: "You'll never forget your first NHL goal. It was 
shorthanded at MSG in New York City. All that added to the 
awesome factor of just being there." 

Feb. 10, 2007: Staal Records First Hat Trick 

In his first game in Toronto, Staal became the youngest 
player in NHL history to score a hat trick at 18 years and 153 
days old. 

Staal: "The hat trick was a really amazing night in Toronto. 
All my buddies who are Leafs fans weren't too happy with 
me. It was a great first season, obviously, with a lot of really 
cool memories." 

April 11, 2007: Staal Scores First NHL Playoff Goal 

In 96 career NHL postseason games, Staal has totaled 27 
goals. He scored his first in his first playoff game in the 
Penguins first-round series against the Ottawa Senators. 
Though Pittsburgh bowed out in five games, Staal scored 
three goals, tied for the team lead with Sidney Crosby. 

Nov. 11, 2008: Staal Scores Hat Trick in Third Period, 
Assists on Overtime-Winning Goal in Comeback Win 

Five months after the Red Wings bested the Penguins in six 
games in the 2008 Stanley Cup Final, the two teams 
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rematched in the regular season. Detroit had a 5-3 lead until 
Staal scored 8:09 into the third to bring Pittsburgh within a 
goal. The Red Wings got the goal back a couple minutes 
later to make it 6-4. Staal tallied twice more in the final five 
minutes of the third period, tying the game at six with just 23 
seconds left. In overtime, Staal stripped Pavel Datsyuk of the 
puck and fed Ruslan Fedotenko for the game-winning goal. 

Staal: "Another cool game against a great team, our rivals. It 
was one of those games I was kind of frustrated the first and 
second period. Just kind of tried to turn my mind off and go 
out and play. Once the first one went in, our team got some 
momentum. I think I got some lucky bounces for sure on the 
next two. Getting into overtime, in the moment then at that 
point. I think I pick-pocketed somebody and then turned 
around and Fedsy, I've seen him score a ton of those goals 
from the outside on those 2-on-1 passes, so I just put it in an 
area for him and he did the rest." 

June 12, 2009: Staal, Penguins Win Stanley Cup 

Jordan and the Penguins swept Eric and the Canes in the 
2009 Eastern Conference Final and then rematched against 
the Red Wings in the 2009 Stanley Cup Final. Staal scored 
critical goals in Games 4 and 6, and the Penguins got their 
revenge in seven games. 

Staal: "It's what you dream of as a kid to be the ultimate 
champion of a sport and to be able to do it with your friends 
and share it with your family. You look at pictures, but those 
memories are always ingrained in your mind, and they'll 
always be there. It's something I definitely want to do again 
and have been chasing ever since." 

June 22, 2012: Canes Acquire Staal From Penguins 

At the 2012 NHL Draft in Pittsburgh, the Canes acquired 
Staal from the Penguins in exchange for Brandon Sutter, 
Brian Dumoulin and the eighth-overall pick (Derrick Pouliot). 

Don Waddell: "Jim did a great job with that. I always say that 
we make a lot of deals hoping they work out. There are some 
deals you make that you know are going to work. This is one 
that when Jim made the move here, he knew it was going to 
work out." 

Rod Brind'Amour: "It's a huge, huge deal to get a player who 
I think is a franchise player. You want to keep these guys 
forever. The reason is they help build your culture. You build 
around these players, and they're hard to find. When you get 
them, you want to keep them. I think it's great that we were 
able to get him at a young age, and he had already had an 
experience of winning and being around people that won." 

The news of the trade broke at Staal's wedding reception. 

Tripp Tracy: "Krepelka turns to me and goes, 'Emmet, I've 
got to go tell him he's been traded.' Jordan and Heather have 
just been married, and they're going table to table to thank 
everybody, and he's got to go tell him, 'Hey, listen, you just 
got dealt.' I'll always remember that." 

Staal: "Right in the middle of appetizers and entrees, the 
whole room kind of went quiet. A lot of murmurs and 
whispering. Paul came up and told me I was traded to 
Carolina. It was a hard moment for a while there. There were 
some tears in talking to some guys, but as the night went on, 

it turned out to be an awesome night. It was way better that 
they were there rather than mid-summer, maybe a couple 
texts or calls. It was actually great to have a few drinks, hang 
out with them and really have a great night together." 

July 1, 2012: Canes Sign Staal to 10-Year Extension 

The Canes then wasted no time in signing Staal to a 10-year, 
$60 million contract extension, the same long-term deal he 
declined in Pittsburgh. 

Jordan: "That stuff wasn't really on our radar until we got 
here, and then we start thinking about the possibilities. It 
starts to grow, and you start to think how cool that would be. 
Pittsburgh was talking about an extension with me, and I was 
like, 'Yeah, let's do it.' I think all Eric had to say was, 'If you 
sign that, we probably won't ever play together.' It was a no-
brainer. I loved Pittsburgh and the guys there, but family is 
family. Being able to play with your brother was a dream 
come true." 

Eric: "It was awesome. It was so great to have him. I knew 
with the type of person and player he is that he would only 
benefit the Hurricanes. For us to be able to spend those 
years together was phenomenal. We had good times and 
tough times and being able to share it together was special." 

Feb. 4, 2013: Staal Scores First Goal with the Canes 

Staal's first of now 118 goals with the Canes came eight 
games into the shortened 2012-13 season. In Toronto 
(where some big regular-season moments tend to happen 
for the Thunder Bay, Ont., native), Staal found a soft spot in 
the slot and was practically uncovered when he slid the puck 
past future teammate James Reimer. 

April 25, 2013: Eric, Jordan and Jared Staal Start Alongside 
Each Other 

It was a meaningless game in the standings for the Canes, 
but it wasn't without fanfare, as Jared Staal made his NHL 
debut alongside his brothers, Eric and Jordan. The three 
Staals - 11, 12 and 13 - played on the same line to begin the 
game against the New York Rangers. Though Marc was 
unfortunately sidelined with an eye injury, he was also in the 
building. The Staals became the fourth trio of brothers to play 
on one team in the same season in NHL history and the first 
since the Stastny brothers in 1984-85. 

Eric: "How many people can say they suited up with two of 
their siblings in the starting lineup of an NHL game? It 
doesn't get much better than that. It was a dream come true 
for Jared to play an NHL game. Those are memories and 
moments you cherish. Looking back, you realize how special 
they are. It was a fun night." 

Jordan: "One of my favorite pictures - and I don't have a ton 
of stuff on my walls - is a picture of me, Eric and Jared on the 
blue line. It should be Marc on the other blue line in the 
background, but he was in the building. To have all four of us 
in one NHL building at the same time for a game was crazy, 
really. That stuff wasn't in our minds growing up, but Jimmy 
Rutherford giving Jared the opportunity to come up and play 
was really nice of him. Another really cool moment for our 
family and for J. That's definitely one my fondest memories, 
for sure." 
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March 16, 2019: Staal Records 500th Career NHL Point 

Late in the third period against the Buffalo Sabres, in a game 
the Canes won 4-2, Staal spun off the defense of Brandon 
Montour to fire a backhand past Linus Ullmark for his 500th 
career NHL point. At the time, he had totaled 213 goals and 
287 assists, and 252 of those points (93g, 159a) were scored 
in 451 games in a Canes' sweater. 

Jaccob Slavin: "When I think of Jordo on the ice, I think of 
him just standing in front after tipping a puck and just giving 
you one of these [growls] and the double fist-pump down, 
just the most intense, happy look on his face. His 500th 
point, the spin-o-rama against Buffalo, that sticks out in my 
mind." 

April 4, 2019: Staal, Canes Punch Ticket Back to Stanley 
Cup Playoffs 

Staal played in the Stanley Cup Playoffs in each of his six 
seasons with the Penguins. He then spent six playoff-less 
seasons with the Canes. 

That changed in 2019, as the Canes surged up the standings 
in the second half of the regular season and clinched their 
first playoff berth in a decade after a 3-1 win against the New 
Jersey Devils at home. 

Staal: "I vividly remember looking at Faulker and being like, 
'We finally did it.' We had obviously been there for a long 
time and been through a lot. It was a big moment. A lot of 
stress just trying to get in. It's not easy to do. We kind of took 
that feeling and relaxed a little bit. It was far too long for 
these fans not to see some playoff hockey, and we were just 
excited to be there. Then we just started playing hockey. 
Once we were in, it was kind of a win-win moment. We were 
happy to be there, but we knew we had a good team, as 
well. We kind of ran with that. It was kind of like my first year 
in the NHL with that feeling. We went out and played, had 
some fun and found a way to win some games." 

April 24, 2019: Staal Ties Game 7 in Third Period 

With the Canes trailing by a goal early in the third period of a 
do-or-die Game 7 in the 2019 First Round in Washington, 
Staal streaked down the right wing and snapped a shot far-
side past Braden Holtby, a goal that was virtually identical to 
the one Eric scored on Martin Brodeur in Game 7 of the 2009 
Eastern Conference Quarterfinals. 

Staal: "Playing against the defending Stanley Cup champs, 
and in Game 7s, you always want to be at your best. I loved 
the resilience of our team being down and just kind of 
sticking with it. I was glad to be a part of that comeback and 
score a big goal for our group. We kind of took the game 
over after that, I thought." 

Sebastian Aho: "You can always bank on him. You just know 
he delivers. Every single game, every practice, he grinds. A 
great, great leader for us." 

April 26, 2019: Staal Scores Overtime-Winning Goal in 
Game 1 

Not even 48 hours later, in Game 1 of the Canes' Second 
Round series against the New York Islanders, Staal netted 
the game-winning goal in overtime in Brooklyn. 

Staal: "Really, it felt like a dream rolling into that next series. 
… I don't remember much of that goal. I remember grinding 
that game out. It was a tight game like it always is against 
the Islanders." 

Justin Williams: "Jordan went through a little patch with the 
Hurricanes of not playing in the playoffs. Those are games 
you cherish and relish as a hockey player. He had that 
success early and lost it. When he got it back, it was such an 
adrenaline rush. 'I'm back where I need to be. This is where I 
want to play. These are the most fun games to play.' He 
really rose to the occasion and scored some huge goals for 
us in that playoff run." 

Jordan Martinook: "He's been there and done it before. He's 
won a Cup. He knows how important each moment is, 
especially in the playoffs. His game is as playoff-ready as 
you can get. He's going to come up big because that's how 
he plays all year." 

Sept. 29, 2019: Staal Named Hurricanes Captain 

After previously serving as co-captain during the 2017-18 
season and as an alternate captain during his other six 
seasons with the Canes (2012-17, 2018-19), Staal was 
named captain heading into the 2019-20 campaign. 

Jordan: "You're always trying to be yourself and make sure 
that your day-to-day and character values are evident, so 
guys see what you're all about. I've also learned a lot from 
Willy and Roddy and Eric and a lot of guys on how to make 
sure our team is ready. I'm a small part of that, and I've 
grown into that a little bit better in making sure I'm ready and 
the guys around me are at their best, too." 

Eric: "He's got such a care and character to him. Naturally, 
he has leadership abilities and tendencies. Guys are drawn 
to someone like that. His willingness to sacrifice whatever he 
needs to do in order to have team success is what makes 
him such a great leader." 

Slavin: "He's intense, he's passionate, he cares and he 
works. He's a workhorse. I think everyone knows that. That's 
kind of how I've always been in my career and life - not 
necessarily talking that much but trying to lead by example 
and being a player who is consistent and bringing the best 
effort every night. When you have a captain who does that, 
it's easy to follow suit." 

Martinook: "I think he goes unnoticed around the league a 
little bit with what he brings to our team, the intangibles he 
brings, all the stuff people don't notice that he does probably 
as best as anybody around. He doesn't get fired up or speak 
too often, but when he does, it's one of those things like, 'OK, 
we must not be doing something right.' It's his quietness but 
then just his play speaks for itself." 

Tracy: "His ability to vocalize with candor, feel and veteran 
experience where the team is at has shown tremendous 
growth. I think that represents his comfort in that role in his 
own skin." 

Brind'Amour: "The way we want to portray ourselves is 
based on the captain. He's everything we want to be. We 
want to do it right, we want to be hard-working, we want to 
be respectful, we want to show up every day and do our job. 
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That's kind of how he is. Why wouldn't you want to be like 
that?" 

April 12, 2021: Staal to Play in 1,000th Career NHL Game 

Staal is set to play in his 1,000th career NHL game on 
Monday night. The Canes will celebrate this momentous 
milestone with a pregame ceremony, and Marc, who is 65 
games away from being the third Staal brother to reach 
1,000, will be in the building with the Detroit Red Wings. 

Williams: "There are so many things that have to go your 
way and have to be right for that to happen. Obviously 
staying healthy. Being productive. Being a good pro and 
keeping yourself in good shape. Great family support. 
There's a lot that goes into it. It's not something that happens 
by fluke, and a lot of work is put into it not just by the player 
but the support staff around him. For him to reach it at such a 
young age is pretty awesome." 

Martinook: "It's a big number, and it shows he's been around 
for a long time and been doing it at a high level for a long 
time. He comes dialed in every game. He still loves it and 
enjoys coming to the rink. We're a successful team and that 
helps, so he's having fun. Hopefully a lot more to come." 

Waddell: "Playing 1,000 games is a huge milestone for a 
player and it's something that all these guys look up to. He's 
created this aura around him that guys just look to him and 
say, 'I should be doing the same thing he's doing.' I can't say 

enough good things about him. He's just such a great 
person." 

Tracy: "it's a tremendous accomplishment. It just gives you a 
chance to take stock of the relationships, starting with your 
teammates, your coaching staff, his partner for life and 
wonderful wife Heather, being parents, his mom and dad. … 
It will just allow him to, maybe for a second, recognize that 
he has impacted so many people in such a positive manner. 
As a player, it's rarified air. Not a ton of guys do it." 

Brind'Amour: "I think it's an accomplishment because you 
can't fake that. You can get by for a little while, but if you've 
lasted for 1,000 games, you've been doing something right. 
You're the real deal." 

Eric: "It's huge. I don't know the exact number of guys who 
have reached that point, but I know there are significant, 
great players who played the game and never got there. It 
speaks to commitment, longevity and character. It's a great 
milestone, one he should be proud of. It's been fun to see 
him get to this point." 

Jordan: "That list of 1,000 games with the players on it, 
you're in good company. I'm very proud of that. It is just 
games played, but it obviously shows you're able to stick in 
the league. It's not easy to be at that level for a long time, so 
I'm very proud of that. It's a cool achievement."

 

Preview: Red Wings vs. Hurricanes 

Staal set to play in 1,000th career NHL game 

By Michael Smith 

Jordan Staal will play in his 1,000th career NHL game when 
the Carolina Hurricanes host Marc Staal and the Detroit Red 
Wings. 

The Match-Up 

Detroit Red Wings (14-23-6, 34 points) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (27-9-4, 58 points) 

Monday, April 12, 7 p.m. 

Watch: Bally Sports South, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

1,000 for Staal 

It's a momentous night for Jordan Staal, who will play in his 
1,000th career NHL game. Staal is just the fifth player to hit 
the millenium mark with the team and the first since Ray 
Whitney did it on Oct. 21, 2009. Staal will join Phil Kessel to 
become the second player from the 2006 NHL Draft class to 
reach 1,000 games played. 

"That list of 1,000 games with the players on it, you're in 
good company. I'm very proud of that," Staal said. "It is just 
games played, but it obviously shows you're able to stick in 
the league. It's not easy to be at that level for a long time, so 
I'm very proud of that. It's a cool achievement." 

Even though Staal played 431 of his 1,000 games with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, he has evolved into exactly what it 
means to be a Carolina Hurricane. 

"The way we want to portray ourselves is based on the 
captain. He's everything we want to be," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "We want to do it right, we want to be 
hard-working, we want to be respectful, we want to show up 
every day and do our job. That's how he is. Why wouldn't 
you want to be like that?" 

The Canes will honor his achievement with a pregame 
ceremony, which will be broadcast live. Fans attending the 
game are asked to be in their seats by 6:30 p.m. so they 
don't miss any of the festivities. 

About Saturday Night 

The Canes settled for a point in a 5-4 shootout loss to the 
Detroit Red Wings on Saturday night at PNC Arena. Martin 
Necas struck first, just 98 seconds into the game, but it was 
a back-and-forth affair from there. Sebastian Aho tied the 
game at four with four minutes to play in regulation, and 
Anthony Mantha scored the deciding goal in the seventh 
round of the shootout. 

"You have to give the guys credit for hanging in there. We 
weren't good, really, but we get one that I think should have 
been a goal that wasn't a goal. They didn't hang their heads," 
Brind'Amour said. "They went right back out in the next 
couple of shifts and at least get us a point and chance to win 
the game in overtime or the shootout. That's the positive."
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NHL Trade Deadline Live Blog: Five teams that could ignite an exciting day 

By Rory Boylen 

It's been a slow build up to the trade deadline this season, 
but the deals started flowing over the weekend. 

In case you missed it Taylor Hall is now a member of the 
Boston Bruins, David Savard of the Tampa Bay Lighting, 
Nick Foligno and David Rittich of the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
Brandon Montour of the Florida Panthers, Jon Merrill of the 
Montreal Canadiens, Jeff Carter of the Pittsburgh 
Penguins...to name a few of the deals made. 

Just when it seemed on Sunday that Foligno to Toronto 
would be the last big deal of the day, it was confirmed just 
before midnight that the Boston Bruins had landed Taylor 
Hall from the Buffalo Sabres. More on that below. In the wee 
hours of Monday morning, Jeff Carter was confirmed to 
Pittsburgh. 

But Monday is deadline day friends, and a number of names 
remain available. We'll start the day with a list of 20 top 
candidates to move, though there could be some surprises 
too as we near the 3:00 p.m. ET deadline. 

A theme of this year's deadline market is retained salary. 
With most of the league up against the $81.5 million salary 
cap, those with room are selling it for draft picks. And with 
the cap remaining flat for next season and beyond, acquiring 
players with term has been difficult to do, so rentals are all 
the rage. So far. 

From first thing in the morning right through the deadline and 
beyond, follow along with our live blog here for rumours, 
analysis and news as the day unfolds. 

Five teams that could ignite an exciting day 

With Hall, Savard and Foligno all traded, some of the bigger 
rental names believed to be available are off the board on 
Monday. But the potential for fireworks is still there. 

Over the weekend, Ryan Getzlaf's name was popping up in 
rumours and the idea that, perhaps, Patrik Laine might get 
moved was brought up in Columbus. Although the general 
feeling still is that neither will move, brace yourselves. 

There are a few teams to watch who have been relatively 
quiet to this point, but could get active at any moment. And if 
they do, they have the potential to do something that makes 
us all stand up and take notice. 

Anaheim Ducks 

What a shocker it'd be if Getzlaf was moved. The Ducks are 
in a rebuild and the 35-year-old is in the final season of his 
contract, so if he wants to chase a Cup somewhere else this 
season, GM Bob Murray could oblige. 

Murray had previously played down the possibility of Getzlaf 
getting traded, but it appears as though those rumours have 
been picking up steam in recent days. 

"He's a pending unrestricted free agent, there hadn't been 
much talk about him, then all of a sudden in the past 24-36 
hours his name started to surface in the rumour mill. He has 
a full no-movement clause in his contract," Chris Johnston 
said on Saturday's Headlines segment. "As best I can tell 
right now he's not moving anywhere at this point in time, but 
certainly there's a few teams that were tied to him." 

Not only Getzlaf, but the Ducks have a couple of termed 
players who could create an interesting market. Defenceman 
Josh Manson is among our top 20 candidates to move and 
has another year left on his deal at $4.1 million. And forward 
Rickard Rakell, also with one year left on his $3.789 million 
deal, is another one to watch. 

Arizona Coyotes 

From seller, to standing pat, to seller again? 

The Coyotes were believed to be shaping up as a seller to 
move out any number of their seven pending UFAs to try and 
recoup draft picks and prospects to rebuild. But then they got 
into a playoff spot and the decision got difficult. 

But now they're on a three-game losing streak and the Blues 
have won three in a row, so the Coyotes are out again, one 
point back of St. Louis with one extra game played. Will that 
be enough for them to look at trading a rental defenceman 
like Alex Goligoski or Niklas Hjalmarsson? 

Would they consider moving goalie Darcy Kuemper, who is 
signed through next season at a reasonable $4.5 million? 
And what about Conor Garland? He's an RFA this off-season 
and, at 25, is putting together a great season with 31 points 
in 41 games. A valuable player to move forward with for 
sure, but also one who would being back a solid return. 

Florida Panthers 

If the above two could give us a fun day by selling off some 
intriguing pieces, the Panthers could make it special by 
adding someone. 

Unlike most buying teams, Florida has the advantage of cap 
space. According to CapFriendly, the Panthers have about 
$12.6 million in room, which means they could do just about 
anything. 

GM Bill Zito already brought in Brandon Montour, but after 
losing Aaron Ekblad for the season, still more could be done 
there. And with all that cap space, perhaps they'll also be in 
the market for additions up front. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Florida's division rival has about $9.8 million in cap room and 
should also be active on the Monday market. 

The Canes are believed to be open to dealing a goalie, likely 
either James Reimer or Alex Nedeljkovic, and are always 
looking to add to the blue line. But don't sleep on them in the 
forward market either. 
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Colorado Avalanche 

The top team in the league at this point, Colorado has about 
$1.8 million in cap space and motivation to add. If that 
means working in retained salary, as Tampa Bay did to fit in 
David Savard to their contending lineup, that has to be on 
the table. 

The Avs' biggest area of need was in net, and they added a 
new backup over the weekend in Devan Dubnyk. Now they 
could look for depth, or make a big splash for an all-in push. 

Honourable mention here to Colorado's division rival Vegas. 
They are completely capped out, but are always in on 
everything. The Golden Knights were rumoured to be 
involved in Taylor Hall talks before he went to Boston, so 
don't rule them out. If Colorado is going to buy, then the 
team chasing them will be looking at upgrades, too.

 

 

NHL Trade Deadline: Players who could be on the move Monday 

By Sean Leahy  

The 2021 NHL trade deadline is Monday, April. 12 at 3 p.m. 
ET. There were a flurry of deals over the weekend, so let’s 
take a look at who’s left and who might be dealt before this 
afternoon. 

Mattias Ekholm, D, Predators (30 years old / signed through 
2021-22 / $3.75M cap hit): As Juuse Saros keeps juicing the 
Predators’ win-loss record, defensemen like Ekholm keep 
slipping down various “trade bait” boards. 

It makes sense that the Predators might get cold feet about 
trading Ekholm, as he checks oh-so-many boxes. Blueliners 
as defensively adept as Ekholm simply don’t hit the market 
(trade or free agent) very often. When given the opportunity, 
Ekholm’s also revealed some offensive upside, too. Combine 
those skills with his bargain cap hit and the notion that you 
can get two playoff runs out of his current deal, and it’s easy 
to see why he’s so sought-after. And he might just end up 
too valuable for the Predators to trade. 

Rickard Rakell, LW, Ducks (27 years old / signed through 
2022 / $3.789M cap hit): Rakell would be the Ducks’ most 
marketable trade asset right now. Not only because he is an 
excellent top-six winger, but also because he is signed 
through the end of next season at a very affordable salary 
cap number. 

The Ducks are in a tough spot where they are more than a 
couple of players away from contending in the near future 
and it might make sense to cash in on Rakell now while his 
value is as high as it is going to be. He seems like the kind of 
forward that could excel in a new environment, similar to the 
one Tyler Toffoli did when he was traded away from the 
Kings. 

Mikael Granlund, C, Predators (27 years old / UFA this 
summer / $3.75M cap hit): Yes, Nashville is taking ownership 
of the final playoff spot in the Central Division, but shouldn’t 

the correct decision for the development of team be to sell 
whatever assets it can? Maybe there’s heat on David Poile 
finally and his job as the only GM in franchise history may 
not be so secure. Granlund can provide some secondary 
scoring for a playoff hopeful and long-term benefits of a deal 
could prove more valuable than taking a swing at the 
postseason. 

James Reimer, G, Hurricanes (33 years old / UFA this 
summer / $3.4M cap hit): Petr Mrazek is back, which means 
Carolina has three serviceable goaltenders available. One 
has to go, and the way Alex Nedeljkovic has emerged (plus 
his age, 25, and RFA status) he’ll be staying in Raleigh. 
Mrazek, 29, is a UFA this summer like Reimer, and comes 
with a slightly cheaper cap hit ($3.125M). GM Don Waddell 
said he may use one as a trade chip, which would be 
beneficial to strengthen the rest of the roster as the playoffs 
approach. 

Chris Driedger, G, Panthers (26 years old / UFA this summer 
/ $850K cap hit): The mix of Spencer Knight signing, Sergei 
Bobrovsky’s contract still having five years remaining, and 
Driedger able to be a UFA this summer puts him on the trade 
bait list. He’s emerged as a viable starter for the Panthers in 
18 appearances this season. 

Driedger’s status as a rental and his cheap cap hit makes 
him an attractive option for playoffs teams looking to add to 
their goaltending depth. But should the Panthers be eager to 
flip him for futures or ride this out with him and Bob and be 
fine with letting him walk in free agency? 

Alex Iafallo, LW, Kings (27 years old / UFA this summer / 
$2.425M cap hit): Iafallo is a very good “middle six” player 
that could play on any team’s second-or third line and make 
a positive impact. Could the Kings re-sign him before he 
reaches the open market? Or could they get enough in return 
in an NHL trade deadline deal that makes a move worth it? 
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Jamie Oleksiak, D, Stars (28 / UFA this summer / $2.14M 
cap hit): Oleksiak is a huge defenseman with solid 
experience. He’s mostly been lingering around average, 
although he enjoyed a startling burst of offense when Rick 
Bowness allowed him to take some chances. Could be an 
interesting possibility if the Stars shop him at the NHL trade 
deadline. 

Jonathan Bernier, G, Red Wings (32 years old / UFA this 
summer / $3M cap hit): Back from injury, Bernier could be 
good insurance for a playoff team, and the Red Wings will be 
looking to add to their slew of picks this offseason (10 in the 
opening five rounds). 

Mike Hoffman, LW, Blues (31 years old / UFA this summer / 
$4M cap hit): Hoffman had his first multi-goal game since 
February over the weekend, but it’s not be the most 
successful stint in St. Louis. After scoring 29 goals last 
season, he has 11 in 37 this season and has been healthy 
scratched by Craig Berube. The Blues are making a playoff 
push, but have a difficult remaining schedule. Doug 
Armstrong has a big decision to make. 

Luke Glendening, C, Red Wings (31 years old / UFA this 
summer / $1.8M cap hit): He is not going to provide much in 
the way of offense but NHL GMs love to trade for players like 
Glendening ahead of the NHL trade deadline because they 
value their defensive play so much. Is his defensive play 
good enough to warrant that? It only takes one general 
manager to think it is. 

Ryan Dzingel, LW, Senators (29 years old / UFA this 
summer / $3.375M cap hit): The Senators reacquired Dzingel 
earlier this season and he really does not have much long-
term value to them given where their rebuild is and the fact 
he is an unrestricted free agent after this season. 

Scott Laughton, C, Flyers (26 years old / UFA this summer / 
$2.3M cap hit): This would probably depend on whether or 
not GM Chuck Fletcher believes his struggling team can claw 
back into a playoff spot. Laughton would be a popular trade 
chip given his age (26), cheap contract, versatility, and the 
fact he has been pretty productive with 20 goals and 24 
assists in 82 games over the past two seasons. 

Jake DeBrusk, LW, Bruins (24 years old / signed through 
2022 / $3.675M cap hit): This is an interesting one because 
the Bruins need more scoring depth, not less, and DeBrusk 
is still at an age where he should theoretically be considered 
part of the Bruins’ future. He has also been pretty good over 

the first three years of his career. But he has been 
mentioned in trade speculation for most of the season and 
could be part of a larger deal. The problem is that moving 
DeBrusk now would be risky because his value is probably at 
its lowest possible point. That is not a good way to get value 
in trades. 

Mattias Janmark, C, Blackhawks (28 years old / UFA this 
summer / $2.25M cap hit): Given the way the Central 
Division playoff race is starting to shake out the Blackhawks 
are far from a lock at this point, and Janmark is another 
short-term contract that could be flipped ahead of the NHL 
trade deadline for a pick. 

Elvis Merzlikins, G, Blue Jackets (26 years old / signed 
through 2021-22 / $4M cap hit) 
Joonas Korpisalo, G, Blue Jackets (26 years old / signed 
through 2021-22 / $2.8M cap hit) 

Jarmo Kekalainen is in sell mode with Nick Foligno, Riley 
Nash, and David Savard exiting town over the weekend. 
Among his remaining options, what to do in goal is a 
question that needs answering. Teams are always looking 
for goalie depth, and he has two options for teams to 
consider with Daniil Tarasov waiting in the wings. Both have 
a year left, but Merzlikins is the richer option between his cap 
hit and the $5M in salary he’s owed next season versus 
$3.4M for Korpisalo. 

Josh Manson, D, Ducks (29 / signed through 2021-22 / 
$4.1M cap hit): A few years ago, Manson ranked as one of 
the NHL’s most underrated defensemen. His game has 
slipped in recent years, though. You can see it even in his 
deployment, as his ice time average dropped from 22:18 per 
game in 2018-19 to 20:38 per night last season, and all the 
way down to 17:30 this season. Not ideal on a Ducks team 
that’s basically asking John Gibson to save them most 
nights. That said, Manson’s experienced without being too 
old, is a right-handed shot, and some might hope that he 
merely needs a change of scenery. (If you need a laugh, 
consider the reported asking price of “first-round pick and top 
prospect” for Manson, as Pierre LeBrun reported for TSN.) 

Antti Raanta, G, Coyotes (31 years old / UFA this summer / 
$4.25M cap hit): There is a catch when it comes to acquiring 
Raanta at this year’s NHL trade deadline. He’s been a solid 
goaltender, but injuries have hindered him from keeping hold 
of the No. 1 job in Arizona. If he can stay healthy when he 
returns, all is good. But when did you know of NHL GMs 
taking risks as opposed to being ultra-conservative?
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Detroit Red Wings at Carolina Hurricanes: Game Preview and Storm Advisory 

Jordan Staal prepares for his 1000th game and the trade 
deadline heats up. 

By Zeke Lukow  

Carolina Hurricanes (27-9-4) vs. Detroit Red Wings (14-23-6) 

2021 Regular Season Game 41 
Monday, April 12, 2021 - 7 p.m. ET 
PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC 

Watch: Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Winging it in Motown 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

The Carolina Hurricanes look to rebound on their 5-4 
lshootout loss against the Detroit Red Wings on Saturday. 
Heading into tonight’s game the Hurricanes have a game in 
hand over the Tampa Bay Lightning but are now tied with 
them in the standings at 58 points. This game carries a big 
impact on the Central Division standings with the Canes still 
controlling their own destiny for first place.  

This game also marks the second to last time that Carolina 
and Detroit will meet with the only remaining game coming 
on 4/29. The Canes have three more home games before 
their season-long, eight-game homestand comes to an end. 

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Red Wings 

Record 27-9-4 14-23-6 

Goals/Game 3.20 2.21 

Goals Against/Game 2.42 3.21 

Shots/Game 32.15 27.53 

Face Off Win % 54.2% 50.1% 

Power Play % (Rank) 29.2% (1st) 11.7% (30th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 83.5% (7th) 75.4% (27th) 

Category Hurricanes Red Wings 

ES Corsi For % 53.87% 46.38% 

ES PDO 100.62 99.07 

PIM/Game 07:00 07:42 

Goaltender #1 

Category James Reimer Thomas Greiss 

Record 14-4-1 4-15-6 

Save % 0.905 .897 

GAA 2.71 3.17 

Goaltender #2 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Jonathan Bernier 

Record 9-4-2 8-7-0 

Save % .928 .910 

GAA 1.98 3.03 

Goaltender #3 

Category Petr Mrazek N/A 

Record 4-1-1 N/A 

Save % .943 N/A 

GAA 1.47 N/A 

Game Notes: 

 With a win tonight, the Canes can clinch the season 
series. Carolina currently leads the series with a 3-
2-1 record. Their 29-7-4 record and 58 points is 
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their best record through the first 40 games of a 
season. 

 Tonight’s game will mark captain, Jordan Staal’s 
1000th career NHL game, he is just the fifth player 
in franchise history to play their 1,000th game as a 
Whaler/Hurricane and the first to do so since Ray 
Whitney. 

 Vincent Trocheck has a point in seven consecutive 
games since returning from injury (and 13 overall), 
and he is being chased by Sebastian Aho who has 
a three-game point streak. 

 Martin Necas has now recorded multi-point games 
in back-to-back games, each with one goal and one 
assist. He has eight multi-point games this season 
and his .86 points per game ranks third behind only 
Aho and Trocheck.

 

 

 

Tuesday’s game moved to Thursday 

The American Hockey League announced Sunday that the 
Chicago Wolves’ game Tuesday night at Grand Rapids has 
been postponed until Thursday due to COVID-19 protocols 
involving the Griffins. 

Thursday’s game is slated for 6 p.m. at Van Andel Arena. 

Head coach Ryan Warsofsky’s Wolves boast the American 
Hockey League’s best record with a 15-4-0-1 mark, which 
maps out to a .775 points percentage. Chicago also owns 
the league’s best goal differential at +32. All Wolves games 
can be seen on AHLTV — and economical subscription 
packages are available at AHLTV.com.
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A friendship solid as ice: Carolina Hurricanes forward Jordan Martinook forges special 
bond with 12-year-old fan with Down syndrome 

By Bridget Condon 

RALEIGH, N.C. (WTVD) -- The Carolina Hurricanes are still 
on top of their division as we head into the final month of the 
regular season - the players say having the fans back in the 
building makes a huge difference especially as we near the 
playoffs - and there's one 12-year-old fan who stole the show 
this weekend reminding us all that sometimes it is bigger 
than sports. 

Throughout the pandemic - with social distancing and 
quarantining, some friendships have been put to the test. 

But nothing can break the bond between Emma Izzo and 
Canes forward Jordan Martinook. 

"Everybody thinks that I made her day," said Martinook. "I 
made her night but seeing her I told my wife...I got a little 
emotional seeing her. It was definitely great to see her back 
at a game and you just can't help but smile when you see 
her. Her energy is amazing." 

"We've watched every game and she started saying, 'I want 
to go to a hockey game,'" said Tina Izzo. "'I've missed my 
buddy.' That became her thing that she kept saying, she's 
missed her buddy. We just made the effort and just to be 
able to reconnect with him and the other Canes fans that 
were around. It really was something special." 

Friday night was Emma Izzo's first night back at PNC Arena 
since before the pandemic began - it was also a reunion with 
"her buddy" Jordan Martinook who made sure her night was 
extra special by gifting her his stick. 

"She was just wanting him to see her," Izzo said. "That was 
all she was wanting. She was like, 'My buddy see me?' I was 
like hopefully he will see you. She was just as happy when 
he waved and smiled at her, that was enough for her. When 
he said, Hold on a minute,' I thought, 'What is he doing?' 

Was not expecting the hockey stick at all. It was just 
awesome. It was just such a thoughtful thing for him to do." 

"Even if I brighten her day a little bit that's all that really 
matters," said Martinook. "It didn't matter if she has Down 
syndrome or whatever. It's just trying to interact with fans 
and that's what it's all about. If making people's days better, 
it made my day better too because I couldn't wipe the smile 
off my face the entire warm-up." 

The friendship began in 2019 when the two saw each other 
through the glass at a Hurricanes exhibition game and it's 
grown ever since. It's a relationship that comes second 
nature to Martinook who's mother has worked with adults 
with developmental disabilities her whole life. 

"My mom, she's just very drawn to adults and children with 
Down syndrome and I think that's definitely rubbed off on 
me," he said. "When you see her (Emma) it just makes you 
want to smile." 

"When he just gave her that smile and that wave, it was so 
genuine and it's an instinct she has to almost recognize a 
good person," said Izzo. "I could tear up a bit. It means a lot 
because there's challenges of course with having a special 
needs child but there's so many joys and happiness that 
come along with it so for someone else to recognize that little 
extra something special that she has and especially 
someone like Martinook that is at a professional level, your 
buddy, it really does mean so much. As a mom, the mom of 
her, she receives so much happiness and all from it, it just 
makes me happy." 

When Martinook was with the Coyotes before coming to 
Carolina, he worked with Down Syndrome Arizona and 
hopes when things are safer, that he and his wife can do the 
same here for people just like Emma.

 

 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article250590564.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/jordan-staal-day-one-to-game-1000/c-323414208 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-detroit-red-wings-carolina-hurricanes/c-323552742 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/nhl-trade-deadline-live-blog-hall-bruins-carter-pens-caps-off-wild-weekend/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/04/12/nhl-trade-deadline-players-who-could-be-on-the-move-monday/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/12/22379242/detroit-red-wings-at-carolina-hurricanes-game-preview-and-storm-advisory-4-11-21 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/04/11/tuesday-game-moved-to-thursday/ 

https://abc11.com/jordan-martinook-emma-izzo-carolina-hurricanes-fan-with-down-syndrome/10507549/ 
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Will the Hurricanes keep pace with division foes before the NHL trade 
deadline? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

APRIL 11, 2021 08:00 AM,  

 

The Tampa Bay Lightning traded for David Savard, a right-shot 
defenseman on Saturday. 

The Florida Panthers traded for Brandon Montour, a right-shot 
defenseman, also on Saturday. 

Next up, the Carolina Hurricanes? 

With their Central Division competitors making moves ahead of Monday’s 
3 p.m. NHL trade deadline, the Canes could also be in the market for a 
defenseman who is a right-handed shooter. They may feel that need 
even though Carolina’s defensive corps is deep and envied by many in 
the league. 

When the Canes made defenseman Haydn Fleury a healthy scratch 
Saturday against the Detroit Red Wings, that further fueled speculation. 
Could Fleury be a part of a potential trade? 

What about rookie goalie Alex Nedeljkovic? He was the Canes’ third 
goalie Saturday as Petr Mrazek started and James Reimer served as the 
backup against the Red Wings. Could he be available? 

WHAT ARE THEY LOOKING FOR? 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell has mentioned a 
right-shot defenseman and an extra forward as deadline possibilities — if 
proposed deals make sense. He also has said he would not completely 
rule out moving one of the three goalies currently on the roster. 

“We’re always thinking we can be better but I’m extremely happy with our 
group,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday. “I think it would 
really have to be something special to tweak this lineup to make it better.” 

At the same time, Brind’Amour noted Waddell was staying busy talking 
with other GMs and assessing what needs to be done. 

“But I don’t know how much is actually going to get done or needs to,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

The Canes came out of Saturday’s shootout loss to Detroit 27-9-4 overall 
and in first place in the Central. They’ve done that despite Mrazek 
missing more than 30 games after thumb surgery, and with versatile 
forward Teuvo Teravainen out, first with COVID-19 and then a 
concussion. 

Winger Brock McGinn missed his third straight game Saturday with an 
upper-body injury. But Brind’Amour said he saw McGinn participating in 
an off-ice workout Saturday at PNC Arena, which he considered a good 
sign. 

Brind’Amour recently said getting Mrazek and Tervainen back would be 
like obtaining two key players at the deadline. Mrazek is back, but 
Teravainen’s return is uncertain; he has not gone through practices or 
morning skates with the Canes. 

WHO ARE THEY LOOKING AT? 

The Canes may have had discussions concerning defensemen Josh 
Manson of the Anaheim Ducks, who does have a year left in his contract, 
or Sean Walker of the Los Angeles Kings. Both are right-shot defenders 
with term left on their contracts and were mentioned as potential Canes 
targets by Frank Seravalli of TSN Sports and other national media. 

A year ago, before the pandemic struck and stopped the NHL regular 
season in its tracks, Waddell and the Canes were very busy at the 
deadline. Defensemen Dougie Hamilton and Brett Pesce both had been 
lost for the season — Hamilton with a broken fibula and Pesce needing 
shoulder surgery — and the Canes needed replacements. 

Waddell traded a first-round draft pick to the New York Rangers for 
defenseman Brady Skjei. He made a deal with New Jersey for 
defenseman Sami Vatanen, who was on injured reserve at the time. But 
he wasn’t through. 

In a surprise move, Waddell traded for Florida center Vincent Trocheck, 
sending four players — forwards Eric Haula, Lucas Wallmark and Eetu 
Luostarinen, and defenseman Chase Priskie — to the Panthers. That 
was a stealth move that had not reached the rumor stage leading up to 
the deadline. 

But this year? The “need” factor isn’t that pressing. 

The Panthers needed defensive help after the loss of Aaron Ekblad, one 
of the NHL’s best, and got Montour from the Buffalo Sabres. The 
Lightning added to a strong defensive group by getting Savard in a three-
team transaction that had the Columbus Blue Jackets trade him to 
Detroit, who sent him to Tampa Bay -- Columbus retaining 50 percent of 
Savard’s salary and Detroit another 25 percent. 

Waddell might not have another Trocheck-type move in his pocket for a 
forward. What Brind’Amour wants more than anything at the trade 
deadline is to not “mess up.” 

Do you blame him? 

News Observer LOADED: 04.12.2021 
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Detroit Red Wings add to NHL draft haul, trade Jon Merrill to Montreal 
Canadiens 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

General manager Steve Yzerman added another mid-round pick to the 
Detroit Red Wings rebuild. 
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He flipped third-pair defenseman Jon Merrill to the Montreal Canadiens 
for Ottawa's 2021 fifth–round pick and forward Hayden Verbeek on 
Sunday, the team’s third trade on the weekend. 

Friday, the Wings traded defenseman Patrik Nemeth to the Colorado 
Avalanche for a 2022 fourth-round pick, and Saturday they got Tampa 
Bay's fourth-round pick in 2021 in a three-team deal. 

Verbeek, 23, played seven games for Laval Rocket in the AHL this 
season, collecting one goal and two assists. 

Merrill was signed in the offseason to a one-year deal. 

“I thought whoever ended up trading for Johnny, they were going to get a 
really good addition,” Wings coach Jeff Blashill said Sunday. “He’s a 
good player. He’s kind of a jack of all trades. He can play the left, he can 
play the right. He can kill penalties. He can play up and down your lineup. 

“He has the confidence and moxie of a guy you want in big moments. 
That’s what I was most impressed with.” 

The Wings (14-23-6) pose as sellers again, on pace to miss the playoffs 
for a fifth straight year. 

Other pending unrestricted free agents include Luke Glendening, Darren 
Helm and Jonathan Bernier. 

Detroit Free Press LOADED: 04.12.2021 
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Counting down top five trade-deadline deals in Detroit Red Wings history 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

The NHL made this time of year more fun in 1980 when it established a 
deadline for general managers to improve their teams before the 
playoffs. Teams near the top or bottom of the standings have it easier in 
deciding whether to buy or sell, but bubble teams gamble in deciding 
which direction to take. 

The Detroit Red Wings pose as sellers as the clock ticks down to 3 p.m. 
Monday, their disappointing season putting them on pace to miss the 
playoffs for a fifth straight year. But before that — for most of the time 
GM Steve Yzerman was captain — the Wings enjoyed a 25–season 
streak of approaching the playoffs as buyers. 

Yzerman spent four of those seasons, from retirement in 2006 until 
leaving the organization in 2010, working in the front office with then-GM 
Ken Holland. One of the trades made during that time frame leads off this 
countdown of the Wings’ top five trade deadline deals. 

No. 5, Feb. 26, 2008: Shoring up for another Cup 

Acquired: Brad Stuart from the Los Angeles Kings. 

Gave up: Second-round pick in 2008 (Peter Delmas) and fourth-round 
pick in 2009 (Ben Chiarot). 

Analysis: Stuart was a terrific addition, forming a hard-hitting partnership 
with Niklas Kronwall that contrasted fiercely with the finesse pairing of 
Nicklas Lidstrom and Brian Rafalski. Stuart was just what the Wings 
needed to help them win the Cup in 2008, and he re-upped with a four-
year contract in the offseason. 

No. 4, April 3, 1995: Papa Bear 

Acquired: Defenseman Slava Fetisov from the New Jersey Devils. 

Gave up: A third-round pick in 1995 (David Gosselin). 

Analysis: Scotty Bowman was coach and shared player-personnel duties 
with Jimmy Devellano at the time. Fetisov was 17 days shy of his 37th 
birthday when this trade happened; a latecomer to the NHL after a 
glorious career with the Red Army. He thrived with the Wings, serving as 
an anchor on the Russian Five and winning Stanley Cups in 1997 and 
1998. 

No. 3, March 20, 1996: Building The Grind Line 

Acquired: Kirk Maltby from the Edmonton Oilers. 

Gave up: Dan McGillis. 

Analysis: The Wings were still smarting from being swept in the 1995 
Finals by the Devils and saw Maltby as someone who would add 
toughness. He developed into a first-rate agitator, someone who thrived 
as games grew more intense. In 1996-97 Maltby scored three times in 66 
games — and then five times in 20 games en route to the Cup. Maltby 
played for the Wings until 2009-10, winning four Cups. 

No. 2, March 18, 1997: The move of moves 

Acquired: Defenseman Larry Murphy from the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Gave up: Future considerations (which ended up being … nothing). 

Analysis: The Wings rescued the 36-year-old from Toronto, where fans 
had painted Murphy as the scapegoat for a disappointing season. In 
Detroit, Murphy ended the season lifting the Stanley Cup and was 
considered the “move of moves” by Devellano, the senior vice president. 
Murphy proved a terrific partner for Nicklas Lidstrom and, during his stints 
on defense, Sergei Fedorov. Murphy helped the Wings win back-to-back 
Cups before retiring in 2001. 

No. 1, March 23, 1999: Hitting the jackpot 

Acquired: Chris Chelios from the Chicago Blackhawks. 

Gave up: Defenseman Anders Ericsson and first-round picks in 1999 
(Steve McCarthy) and 2001 (Adam Munro). 

Analysis: No one was busier that day than Holland, who pulled off four 
trades, also acquiring goaltender Bill Ranford and forwards Wendel Clark 
and Ulf Samuelsson. But it was the trade for 37-year-old Chelios that 
made headlines, as the Wings picked up the veteran from his beloved 
hometown team;an Original Six rival. Chelios was the second attempt to 
ameliorate losing defenseman Vladimir Konstantinov to a career-ending 
limousine accident in 1997; the Uwe Krupp experiment was a disaster 
involving dog sledding and detectives. 

Honorable mentions 

The above deals were made to strengthen an already competitive team 
for the playoffs, and all led to a Stanley Cup title — in most cases, 
multiple Cups. The Wings maintained that strategy until 2015, the last 
year players were acquired for a playoff run, in the hopes Pavel Datsyuk, 
Henrik Zetterberg and Niklas Kronwall could lead the Wings to another 
Cup. When it became clear the team was on a downswing, the franchise 
leaned into the rebuild and made trades the other way — jettisoning 
players for picks. Two in that category stand out. 

February 28, 2017: Flipping for an exciting talent  

Acquired: Third-round pick in 2017, second-round pick in 2018. 

Gave up: Defenseman Brendan Smith to the Rangers. 

Analysis: The second-round pick netted Jonatan Berggren. Berggren has 
turned in a star performance in the Swedish Hockey League this season 
(45 points in 49 games with Skellefteå). He has consistently ranked in the 
top 10 in scoring. He’s an agile playmaker with a knack for making 
dazzling plays, and projects to help the rebuild. 

February 26, 2018: Not your average Joe  

Acquired: First-round pick in 2018, second-round pick in 2019, third-
round pick in 2021. 
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Gave up: Forward Tomas Tatar to the Vegas Golden Knights. 

Analysis: The first-round pick netted Joe Veleno, a fluid skater with 
natural offensive gifts. He’s spent this season in Malmö in the SHL, 
where he’s shown significant improvement in his play away from the puck 
— he hunts it down, and is adept at either finding a teammate or putting 
the puck on net himself. He projects to help the Wings as soon as next 
season. 
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Michigan sports fans couldn't attend games during COVID-19. Here's 
how they coped 

 

Carlos Monarrez 

Published 9:03 am UTC Apr. 11, 2021 Updated 9:03 am UTC Apr. 11, 
2021 

 

Ron Crachiola couldn’t help himself on Thanksgiving Day. 

The man who has devoted a lifetime of Sundays and Mondays — and 
especially Thursdays in November — rooting for the Detroit Lions had to 
see for himself. A season that didn’t feel like a season kept Crachiola and 
every other Lions fan away from Ford Field last season because of 
COVID-19 safety restrictions. 

But the man known throughout Lions fandom as "Crackman" or just 
Crack or simply as that crazy guy with the hard hat, work boots, bib 
overalls and a painted-blue mustache had to see for himself. If the 
season didn’t feel the same, at least Thanksgiving might feel like 
Thanksgiving in Detroit, where the Lions started their NFL tradition in 
1934. 

Crachiola, 69, was compelled to see Ford Field. To be near it somehow. 
Like a kid with his nose pressed up against the window of a toy store, he 
wanted what was inside. 

Diehard Detroit Lions Superfan Ron "Crackman" Crachiola, 69, of 
Macomb Township, holds a figurine a friend made for him with his slogan 
"Who loves ya, baby?" While wearing a button in memory of his friend 
and Detroit Lions fan the late Donnie "Yooperman" Stefanski at his home 
in Macomb Township on March 3, 2021. 

So Crachiola loaded up his bike on Thanksgiving and drove from his 
Macomb Township home to Detroit. He put on his hard hat and overalls, 
which he says symbolize Detroit’s blue-collar working spirit, and rode 
around downtown with some friends. Up and down Jefferson Avenue, 
past the Renaissance Center, along the Dequindre Cut, around Eastern 
Market. 

“I was just so sad,” he said. “It was like going to a funeral because the 
place was like a ghost town on Thanksgiving. 

“It was tough. Not only for me but fans through all the NFL. Friends of 
mine that I talk to, they’re going through the same thing I am.” 

I miss everything, but it’s just seeing all the fans, you know? 

As he got closer to Ford Field, Crachiola found a security guard he knew. 

“He said, ‘Crack, they’ve got everything blocked off, you can’t get near 
the stadium,’ ” Crachiola said. “So I didn’t go by the stadium. I probably 
would’ve started crying.” 

Since we're a year removed from the shutdown caused by COVID-19 
that has severely limited fan attendance across all sports — though some 
restrictions at stadiums and arenas in the state began to lax last month 
— the Free Press salutes some of the staunchest fans of our local teams 

and recognizes their struggles and efforts to remain loyal and connected 
with their teams during such a challenging year. 

Crachiola is a shining example of this. He has been a Lions season ticket 
holder for over 45 years. He began going to games at Tiger Stadium in 
1966 with his father, Tony. Afterward, he even sneaked into Hoot 
Robinson’s bar a few times — as a 14-year-old. 

As an adult, Crachiola’s fanaticism took hold of him with a ferocity that 
has seemed to strengthen with each passing year. Devotion among fans 
tends to wane as they get older. Marriage, kids, work — they begin 
taking precedence as we move through life. 

But Crachiola never married. Instead, he has been faithful to the Lions, a 
doting devotee throughout his life. He has averaged attending six or 
seven road games for the past 20 years and when he retired as a 
lineman for DTE Energy in 2015, he finally went to all 16 games that 
season — when the Lions went 7-9. 

“The tailgating, the camaraderie, the fellowship that I’ve gotten over the 
years from many fans around the NFL is just like a family to me,” he said. 
“It’s just enjoyable. We talk football, we’re family. Of course, we want our 
teams to win but during the game we’re enemies. But after the game, we 
drink.” 

Of course, it isn’t all a beer-soaked bacchanal for Crachiola. He isn’t 
immune from the Lions’ struggles throughout most of his lifetime. When 
Crachiola was still working, the common razzings he would get Monday 
mornings in the fall were tough to take. He grew a thick skin and hatched 
an interesting philosophy that should resonate with many Michiganders. 

“A lot of people think I’m a nut, I’m crazy,” he said. “Like how do you deal 
with this all these years? 

Diehard Detroit Lions Superfan Ron "Crackman" Crachiola, 69, of 
Macomb Township, puts on his gamely paint in a bathroom at his home 
on March 3, 2021. "Last year it sucked. It was hard for me to really get 
into it. I prepare myself. I sit here and I get dressed. In my mind, I'm 
thinking about the game, the crowd, my ritual and what I'm going to do. 
This year it was hard just to even get motivated. It was just like going to a 
funeral but no one there. It was just sad but hopefully, it'll come back," 
said Crachiola, who's known for his phrase, "Who loves ya baby," about 
not being able to attend games due to the pandemic. 

"When you're in the crowd it's different. It's loud in there. At games, I go 
crazy."  

He started attending Lions games at Tigers Stadium with his father and 
this past opener and Thanksgiving Day ritual of attending the games was 
his first time missing them in his over 40 years of being a season ticket 
holder. 

“I tell them I look at it as a bunch of guys that are deer huntin’. They’ve 
deer hunted their whole life, 40 years or whatever, up in the U.P. or in the 
upper Lower (peninsula) and they’re looking for that big trophy buck and 
they just don’t get it. Do they go out and sell their guns? No. Do they sell 
their cabins? No. They go back every year because there’s camaraderie, 
fellowship. They enjoy their time together. Same thing as fishin’. Guy 
don’t catch a fish, you don’t sell your boat.” 

Never mind that hunters and fisherman might have more luck bagging 
Bigfoot or Moby Dick than seeing a Lions Super Bowl victory in their 
lifetimes. Crachiola’s comparison holds true. A pursuit is about more than 
the prize. It’s about the passion. 

That’s why last season was so hard on Crachiola. He missed the games 
but he also missed the people and his game-day ritual. He would attend 
7:30 a.m. Sunday Mass at St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Mount Clemens 
before friends met at his home, where they piled into the Lions-themed 
shuttle bus Crachiola and his late friend Donnie “Yooperman” Stefanski 
bought from the team. It was on to tailgating in Lot 1 at Eastern Market 
with plenty of food and friends. 

Hard as he tried, Crachiola found it impossible to replace that happy 
tradition. 
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“This last year was a killer,” he said. “We had a couple gatherings at 
people’s houses like the first game against the Bears. We were at a 
friend’s house on Commerce Lake. And some of the fans we’d tailgate 
with showed up. 

“But it just wasn’t the same. Hell, that was the first opener I’d missed in 
over 40-something years. And then some other games I just stuck 
around the house here.” 

Fans like Crachiola, those truly devoted loyalists who still hear the echo 
of their teams’ greatest moments, struggle when they are disconnected 
from their game-day, in-person experiences. After having watched 
countless Lions games at Tiger Stadium and the Silverdome and Ford 
Field, it’s about as easy for Crachiola to pick a favorite memory as it 
would be for your mother to pick a favorite child — especially if she had 
16 kids every year. 

There are plenty of contenders, but Crachiola says Barry Sanders’ debut 
tops his favorite memory. It came in the third quarter of a 16-13 loss to 
the Phoenix Cardinals in the 1989 opener in front of 36,735 fans at the 
Silverdome, though Crachiola remembers it as 80,000 fans. 

“They say he didn’t know the plays that well,” he said. “One of (the 
coaches) just told the quarterback we’ll just do pitch right, pitch left and 
let the kid run. 

“I think it was a toss, he went on the left side, a couple jukes and bang! 
He went 25, 30 yards and 80,000 people went crazy in there. The next 
one went to the right and the next one in the end zone. And that was it: 
‘Bar-ry! Bar-ry!’ It was the start of an era.” 

Diehard Detroit Lions Superfan Ron "Crackman" Crachiola, 69, of 
Macomb Township stands amongst photos and items representing his 
team at his home on March 3, 2021. "Last year it sucked. It was hard for 
me to really get into it. I prepare myself. I sit here and I get dressed. In 
my mind, I'm thinking about the game, the crowd, my ritual and what I'm 
going to do. This year it was hard just to even get motivated. It was just 
like going to a funeral but no one there. It was just sad but hopefully, it'll 
come back," said Crachiola, who's known for his phrase, "Who loves ya 
baby," about not being able to attend games due to the pandemic. 

"When you're in the crowd it's different. It's loud in there. At games, I go 
crazy."  

He started attending Lions games at Tigers Stadium with his father and 
this past opener and Thanksgiving Day ritual of attending the games was 
his first time missing them in his over 40 years of being a season ticket 
holder. 

Even the play-by-play from the official NFL game summary noted this 
after Sanders’ touchdown: “The roar seemed to be restored.” 

Someday, and he hopes soon, Crachiola will be able to hear that roar 
again in person as he watches his beloved Lions among his friends. 

“I miss everything,” he said, “but it’s just seeing all the fans, you know? 

“People don’t realize the fan base the Lions have. They haven’t won a 
championships since ’57. But on opening day, nice sunny day or even in 
the heart of the winter, you go down to that ballpark, the streets with the 
blue — it’s just so amazing the people that love the Detroit Lions.” 

Pistons 

Brian Minbiole knows exactly what he’s missing whenever he turns on 
the Detroit Pistons game and settles in on the reclining couch of his 
Rochester home. 

“It’s electric,” he said of his couch, “so I can kick the legs out after I’ve 
plowed through my chicken wings or whatever. I mean, it’s all right there 
and it’s comfortable and it’s cozy.” 

Minbiole speaks of his comfort almost with contempt because he’s a true 
basketball aficionado who knows what he’s missing by not attending 
games. Actually, he’s more than an aficionado. He’s a nut. But he’s the 
best kind of nut, especially about the Pistons. 

The 57-year-old former AAU coach can tell you anything and everything 
about the team he has followed from Cobo Arena to the Silverdome to 
the Palace to Little Caesars Arena. He once attended 36 of 41 home 
games — purely for business purposes while entertaining clients, of 
course. 

But right now Minbiole knows what he’s missing sitting on his couch and 
not watching the Pistons’ young players in person, because he has 
watched it before. 

“I wanted to see the physical transformation of these players,” he said. “I 
try to remind my kids: Do you realize how good Grant Hill was? He was 
amazing. He’s in the five best players I ever saw wear the uniform. 

“But as you’re getting rid of him you’re now bringing in these pieces. Who 
is Ben Wallace? What is a Chucky Atkins? And I liked seeing the energy 
these guys showed because they had something to prove.” 

The Goin’ to Work Pistons, and the Bad Boys before them, turned into 
something special in front of Minbiole’s eyes. But the key was that he got 
to see it for himself, the evolution of players, how they developed with the 
ball and away from it. How they grew as a team. 

“What I’m missing now is I can go where the camera takes me,” he said. 
“But am I seeing all the extracurricular activity that is going on with these 
young players? We saw (Dennis) Rodman driving into the crowd. I mean, 
that was the most famous thing he did before he became this fantastic 
defender and rebounder. And those cameras learned to follow him and 
we saw some of the ancillary things these guys do. 

“I want to watch Isaiah Stewart box a dude into the first row, to make 
sure that whether I got the rebound or not, somebody else wasn’t (going 
to). That is a talent and a physicality he’s got.” 

That’s what Minbiole wants. He wants to see the journey that leads to the 
eventual destination of a championship. 

But that’s not what Minbiole has gotten this season. It’s been a lot of 
sitting on the couch and trying to watch the game closely by avoiding his 
phone and putting away his iPad. He might text his son, Keith, in Grand 
Rapids, if he knows he’s also watching the game. But otherwise it’s a 
struggle to block things out. 

“I really try to minimize the distractions,” he said, “but it’s almost 
impossible to do so.” 

What Minbiole wants is what most fans want after a year of being kept 
away. 

“I think we’re so hungry for being able to turn to somebody you don’t 
know and high-five them after a dunk,” he said. “Screw social distancing 
and transferring whatever. I never high-fived so many people as when 
the Pistons were winning and doing great in playoff games. 

“That joint camaraderie, especially in an era when we are divided on 
everything, we could all come together for the Pistons. We will when the 
time comes.” 

Red Wings 

Doug Rader tries to watch as many Detroit Red Wings games as he can 
these days. But it’s hard for the longtime fan from Canton who lived 
through the Wings’ glory days and the dizzying, euphoric heights they 
reached a few years ago, when they won four Stanley Cups in 11 
seasons. 

“I watch it on TV and I’ve got surround sound,” said Rader, 39. “That’s 
about the best it can be. I watch it with my son. Just in our family room. 

“I pop in and out because it’s easy to do other stuff. I wish I could tell you 
we watch every game, but they’re hard to watch. They’re so hard to 
watch. Now, 15 years ago I did watch every game. Twenty-five years ago 
I definitely watched every game.” 

Even after a 10-month hiatus for the Wings caused by the pandemic, 
Rader has struggled to watch his team since it resumed action in January 
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with very limited spectator attendance. Whoever said absence makes the 
heart grow fonder probably didn’t have to live through a Wings rebuild 
that’s now in its fifth season. 

It also doesn’t help that besides suffering through bad hockey, Wings 
fans also have been severely limited from doing that suffering in person. 
And attending the games in person and enjoying the entire sensory 
experience is what Rader misses most. 

“The noise and the speed of the game does not translate well to TV,” he 
said. “I feel like when you watch any of the sports on TV, I mean they’re 
all good but I feel like for people that I’ve taken either to the Joe or (Little 
Caesars Arena) to watch the game that weren’t necessarily hockey fans, 
when they see it in person they talk about how great of a game it is. … 
It’s not just set plays, it’s a flowing game and I think it’s just much more 
exciting to watch in person.” 

Rader has two favorite memories of attending Wings games. One is 
when he took his son, Cameron, who was 3 at the time, to a game during 
the 2016-17 final season at Joe Louis Arena. His other favorite memory 
happened May 4, 1997, when he was at the Joe and watched Slava 
Kozlov score the triple-overtime winner against the Mighty Ducks of 
Anaheim in Game 2 of the Western Conference semifinals on their way 
to their first Stanley Cup since 1955. 

“That was awesome,” he said of Kozlov’s goal. “I don’t think I’ve ever 
heard it louder there.” 

Of course the Joe is long gone. So are the echoes from those heady 
times when the cheers were deafening and bounced off the walls and 
into fans’ souls. 

Experiencing those highs is a double-edge sword for fans like Rader 
because living through a team’s greatness makes enduring the drought 
even harder. 

 “Yeah, long time with the Wings,” he said of his fanaticism. “But boy, oh 
boy, the last couple of years have just been tough.” 

But Rader does find at least some consolation in knowing his struggle 
isn’t as mighty as that of some of his fellow Detroit sports fans. 

“But if you talk to a Lions fan,” he said, “ ‘Oh, the last 50 years have been 
tough.’ ” 

Actually, it’s been 63 years. But who’s counting? 

Tigers 

David Samuels still has the ticket stub from the last game at Tiger 
Stadium on Sept. 27, 1999. He’s not exactly sure of its whereabouts, but 
he’s fairly certain it’s tucked away in a photo album somewhere in his 
West Bloomfield home. 

More important, Samuels has his memories of that final game. They are 
his dearest from his intense devotion as a lifelong Tigers fan. Samuels, 
68, was on vacation with friends in Las Vegas that weekend when he 
realized the home finale would start at 4:05 p.m. on a Monday. His flight 
wouldn’t land until about 8 p.m., so he returned a day early. 

“I left at 6 a.m. Sunday morning, caught three Southwest flights back and 
I was sitting there with my son (Justin) and a friend of mine,” he said. 

Samuels, 68, didn’t even have tickets, but he managed to buy three in 
the lower deck in left field. 

“I don’t even remember what we paid and I don’t care,” he said. “But it 
was way more than the (face value),  obviously. We just wanted to be 
inside for that game. Anywhere.” 

In the bottom of the eighth inning, it was all worth it. 

“And here’s the moment,” he said, “Robert Fick came up with the bases 
loaded and I told the guy in front of me, it was getting dark and I told him, 
‘This is like the scene from “The Natural” and he’s going to hit it over the 

right field roof.’ And the guy turns around and goes, ‘Fick?’ And I go, 
‘Yeah, yeah. First pitch.’ ” 

Sure enough, Fick hit the first pitch he saw off Jeff Montgomery in the 
bottom of the eighth inning, helping the Tigers to an 8-2 victory over the 
Kansas City Royals in the final game at The Corner. 

To Samuels, Comerica Park falls short of Tiger Stadium. It’s a little plain 
with an outfield that’s too deep for his liking. But he still loves the 
atmosphere and soaks it all in when he attends about six or seven 
games each season, usually with his son. Samuels likes to arrive about 
an hour early so that he can walk around and enjoy the atmosphere. He’s 
a food traditionalist and prefers a hot dog, peanuts and a diet soda. 

Besides appreciating the game and its nuances, Samuels loves talking to 
fans around him. 

“So we’ll end up talking to people down there, high-fiving and making 
remarks,” he said. “It’s pretty cool. It’s a good atmosphere. You’re out 
there, the weather’s good, you’re relaxed, you’re going to see a 
ballgame. 

“I love all the sports, but baseball’s my No. 1 love. I like to talk to people 
so it works out pretty good at the games,” Samuels said. 

That’s why it was especially hard on Samuels last season when Tigers 
fans weren’t allowed to attend games at Comerica Park. 

“We watched every game,” he said. “Every game was on TV, so we just 
kind of watched every game. It’s kind of sad. It’s been sad for every 
game because you can’t go there. You’ve got to do what you’ve got to 
do.” 

For Samuels, that meant listening on the radio if he was driving home, 
and then watching every game on the television in his family room as he 
and his son provided their own commentary. 

“So we don’t just sit there and watch,” he said. “We critique it and makes 
comments. We’ve been doing that for years. It’s fun. We understand the 
game.” 

Even though the Tigers were often unwatchable last season as they 
continue their rebuild, Samuels was undaunted. He watched. Again and 
again. Because Samuels’ love for his team and his sport endured and it 
was the only way to fill the void created by empty stadiums. 

“I will say that people tell me I’m nuts,” he said. “I probably watch the 
game more than most people. I don’t watch it for an inning or two, then 
leave and come back an hour later. I like watching the game and I love 
baseball.” 

Michigan football 

Mike Reid has a name for the Michigan football fans he tailgates with 
every fall. 

“I call them my Michigan family,” he said, “as corny as it is.” 

Only it isn’t. It’s endearing and it’s true because the longtime U-M 
season-ticket holder has spent countless Saturdays tailgating on a 
fairway at the Michigan Golf Course doing exactly what family does at 
gatherings: Sharing food and stories and making memories while 
watching his kids play and grow up. 

Reid, 51, is a diehard Wolverines fan who can recount nuances of 
historic games. He has kissed the 50-yard line at Michigan Stadium. He 
still has a newspaper clipping from his picture appearing in the Akron 
Beacon Journal following a 20-14 win over Ohio State during the 1997 
undefeated national championship season. And when he says the words 
“Bo and Woody” there’s almost a hint of reverence in his voice. 

But the most special part of Reid’s connection to Michigan football is the 
game-day ritual that starts with tailgating. For noon games, he leaves his 
Lyon Township home at 6 a.m. and he’s at his tailgating spot by 7 a.m. 
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“We’re usually one of the first in line,” he said. “We set up and we have 
breakfast. Sometimes one guy brings quiche, sometimes we bring 
burritos. We cook out there. We have a grill, we have an oven. We don’t 
lack for food the whole day. 

“It’s honestly one of the things I look forward to the most is the tailgate. 
And I don’t mean that I sit there and get drunk all day. It’s more about just 
the food and hanging out with people. Most of the people at the tailgate I 
only see them for the tailgates. We don’t live close to each other, so we 
see each other six, eight times a year,” he said. 

Reid has two older children in their 20s and two younger, school-age 
children. Some or all of the kids tag along at the tailgate. There’s plenty 
of space on the fairway to play football or bocce ball and even fowling, 
which is bowling with a football. Yes, it’s a real thing. 

But safety restrictions kept fans from tailgating and attending games at 
the Big House last season. In late July, Reid attended an outdoor 
graduation party and came up with a plan. 

“So a couple of the people from the tailgate came,” he said, “and they 
said, ‘We still want to get together for home games. We can’t go to the 
game, but let’s get together at someone’s house, we’ll rotate, we’ll 
tailgate  and we’ll get together still.’ 

“I kind of invited people over for the first game and for (some) reasons 
whatsoever it never materialized. We talked and said we would but we 
never did. I think I hung out with some friends, but we never got the 
tailgate group together. That was unfortunate because I’d love to.” 

Reid tried to make the best of it while watching Michigan struggle to win 
twice in a six-game season. 

“For the Michigan State game, I invited some people over,” he said. “We 
went down to the basement. I have a basement that’s mainly Michigan-
decorated. … We had pizza, someone brought White Castle, which is 
always a popular tailgate dish. We had mini-sandwiches, meatballs. 

“It was a fun day until the game started because Michigan played awful 
and lost. But it was good to get some people together. It was kind of a 
smaller party.” 

Try as he might to recreate the tailgating experience he loves, Reid found 
it far from normal. 

“Every game did feel kind of like a road game,” he said. “It was just weird. 
It was just a different feeling.” 

How could it not be? The ritual and pageantry that goes along with 
college football is what makes it so dear to fans — and the people they 
share those experiences with. 

“I miss the games, I miss the people that we sit by,” Reid said. “I don’t 
even know them, but I know them for six days a year. I miss the games, 
obviously, the atmosphere, the helmets, all the cheers that we do 
throughout the game. 

“But really I think what I miss the most is the tailgate. And again I’m not a 
drinker. I rarely drink a lot. It’s just the camaraderie, hanging out with the 
people I never see.” 

Everything about Laura Varon Brown’s Michigan State football tailgate is 
epic. 

The food. The drinks. The bar. (Yes, she has a portable Spartans bar). 
Even the planning is epic. 

And why not? She’s had plenty of practice. Varon Brown, 59, and her 
husband, Jeff Brown, have had season tickets at Spartan Stadium for 35 
years, which has given them plenty of practice with their group of six 
faithful tailgaters to get things just the way they want them. 

“In the summer, we have a tailgate planning party,” she said. “It’s very 
elaborate. … We very meticulously plan and theme every tailgate. And 
then on game day we get there at least three hours before the game. 
And we bring our grills and every year we’ve added something new.” 

When Varon Brown and her pals first started tailgating, it was, well, a 
little spartan. Just a small grill with everyone sitting outside their cars. 

“And now we have a big tent,” she said, “we have heaters, we have a bar 
that we bought, a Spartan bar with a big Spartan umbrella. So we’ve 
added something every year.” 

And the spread? Let’s put it this way. The mere thought of hot dogs and 
nachos brings swift repudiation from Varon Brown. 

“Oh, no, no, no,” she said. “No, no. God, no.” 

This is the tailgate other tailgates hope to be when they grow up. 

There’s Varon Brown’s cilantro-marinated flank steak. Her friend makes a 
show-stopping shrimp boil that includes sausage, potatoes and corn on 
the cob that is spread out on a long table. There are two grills and a 
stove. The meals often have themes like Italian food or perhaps the 
cuisine represented by the location of the visiting team. 

“And then we have a specialty drink every time,” Varon Brown said. 

One of the favorites for early games is a Bloody Mary bar with bacon, 
pickles and celery. 

“Yeah, it’s really fun and elaborate,” she said, “and they’ve gotten more 
elaborate over the years.” 

Of course, it all came to a halt with the pandemic. Early last summer, 
Varon Brown’s group was fairly certain the tailgates would be slammed 
shut, if there even was a season. 

“The thing is we know this year, obviously, people have dealt with much 
tougher things than being able to tailgate,” she said. “And we have a 
group of people who appreciate that, but it’s been hard. It’s been tough 
not having that social aspect of it. But that’s where the tailgate terrace 
came in.” 

Varon Brown’s group came up with a plan to move the tailgate to the 
deck of her Bloomfield Township home. Thus, the tailgate terrace was 
born, where everyone gathered and where the epic tailgate continued 
thanks to inspired ingenuity. 

“It started slowly where we added some furniture,” she said. “We got an 
awning and then we had a tailgate-planning (socially) distanced party in 
the summer — and then it all got shot to hell when the season was on 
and then it was off and then it was delayed. 

“But we ended up having at least four nice tailgates during the season. 
We had our shrimp boil. We had our cilantro flank steak. And of course 
the Spartans weren’t very good, but that Michigan game made our 
summer. I mean, it could have ended right there. They beat Michigan, we 
had a beautiful tailgate. It gave us a sense of the season.” 

Varon Brown decided to cap the group at eight and made sure everyone 
wore masks on the tailgate terrace. They had a television mounted on a 
wall with a weatherproof cover. Her 5-year-old restaurant-style propane 
heaters were invaluable. 

“They’ve tipped over. They’re on their last leg,” she said. “We’ve gone 
through so much propane. … But those were a godsend.” 

So yes, it was a sense of the season for Varon Brown. But everyone 
knew it wasn’t the real thing. It couldn’t approximate some of Varon 
Brown’s favorite memories of attending MSU games, like when she 
started crying when she saw her oldest daughter, Molly Varon, sitting in 
the student section for the first time over a decade ago. 

The tailgate terrace also couldn’t provide the kind of thrill she got from 
legendary Michigan coach Bo Schembechler, near the end of his tenure, 
stopping at her tailgate to chat with her uncle Joe Sanders, a big 
Wolverines fan from Columbus, Ohio. 

“And Bo Schembechler walked over and spent like 15 minutes with Uncle 
Joe,” Varon Brown said. “But what are the chances of that happening 
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when Bo Schembechler just walked through the parking lot? It was 
crazy.” 

Three decades later, Varon Brown and her friends did their best to make 
their tailgates wondrous affairs. She made the most of it but couldn’t 
make up for what she missed most at Spartan Stadium. 

“My friends,” she said softly. “Just the release of the friendship, it’s just so 
nice. And, obviously, the winning seasons are awesome. But let me tell 
you, we’ve had some long rides home. 

Oh, and there was one more thing. Something only a raucous stadium 
filled with 75,005 joyous fans rooting at the top of their lungs could offer. 

“Our scream therapy,” Varon Brown said. “We don’t get that. If any year 
you could use your scream therapy, it’s this year.” 

Michigan basketball 

Michael Nathan knows he lives a charmed life. 

The longtime Wolverines basketball fan from West Bloomfield has been 
best friends since second grade with Paul Blavin, a well-known alumnus 
and donor at Michigan. Blavin endows an eponymous scholarship 
program at the school and the Blavin Tunnel that leads from the U-M 
locker room to the floor at Crisler Center is named for Blavin’s father. 

As you can imagine, Blavin’s season seats at Crisler Center are 
amazing. They’re in the first row, directly behind the television 
announcers at center court. And Nathan, 56, gets to use them frequently, 
courtesy of his good friend. 

It gets better, too. The seats come with several perks like parking and a 
coat check and a club with so much cachet Nathan isn’t even sure of its 
name, but he knows the entrance has frosted-glass doors and is tended 
to by two ushers. 

“It’s just the best,” he said of Crisler. “I love the band and the pageantry 
and the scoreboard and all the stuff, the Maize Rage, which is directly 
across. My wife (Lauren) loves going, too, because she just gets a kick 
out of all the stuff that goes on between the whistles and the timeouts. I 
just love the atmosphere, and it’s good basketball since (John) Beilein 
got there.” 

Nathan should know. Long before he got to sit in Blavin’s seats, he was 
enthralled with U-M basketball since the Johnny Orr era. He speaks of 
Mike McGee as though he can still see him hitting everything from 
anywhere on the floor. And when Nathan’s older brother took him to see 
Michigan beat Nebraska in an NIT game at Crisler in 1980, that was it. 
He was hooked. 

“I was only 10 or 11,” he said. “I thought it was the greatest thing ever. So 
I’ve just been able to continue to do that all these years. It’s special.” 

His fondness only grew as a U-M student in the mid-1980s. 

“I remember going to the games back in ’85 and ’86 with Roy Tarpley 
and Antoine Joubert,” he said. “It hasn’t changed. It’s gotten only better.” 

That’s what made this great season so hard for Nathan. He and devoted 
fans like him weren't there to enjoy it with the team. 

“I watch these games on TV now,” he said during the season, “and my 
heart aches a little bit because nobody’s there to enjoy this really 
fantastic season they’re having, unprecedented.” 

But Nathan has made the most of it. He’s remained committed to 
watching the team at home with his son, Noah, a recent U-M graduate. 
Nathan talked Lauren into ditching their family room armoire so they 
could replace their 46-inch TV with a wall-mounted 75-inch 4K screen. 

“It’s life-changing,” he said with a little laugh before admitting Lauren gets 
to watch “Outlander” on the big screen. 

“So a lot of times we’ll just watch it on that and that’s really all I can do,” 
he said. “And a lot of texting during the games with my friends. It’s during 
and then after the game and some trolling on Twitter and things like that.” 

Michigan State basketball 

In the 20-plus years Kathy Stiffler and her husband, Mike, have had 
season tickets the Breslin Center to watch Michigan State basketball 
games, she’s had one requirement for her seats. 

They must face the Spartans bench so she can watch Coach Tom Izzo. 

Stiffler, 59, has an interesting connection to Izzo. They both grew up in 
same area of the Upper Peninsula: Izzo in Iron Mountain and Stiffler in 
nearby Norway. Their mothers attended Norway High School together. 
And Stiffler can still remember what it smelled like inside “Izzo and Sons,” 
the family’s shoe repair store in Iron Mountain. 

Stiffler loves everything about Breslin. She has been a “sucker for the 
national anthem” since the 9/11 attacks and appreciates the job MSU 
does with the song and the presentation, often from members of the 
armed forces. Of course, she loves watching the highly successful team, 
too. 

“But my favorite thing besides, of course, watching them play, because 
they’ve been just an amazing team for so long, is I am a huge Tom Izzo 
fan,” she said. “So he is entertainment in and of itself to watch him. 

“So everywhere we have sat I have made sure we were across from the 
MSU bench because I want to be able to watch him, too. For me it isn’t 
just about the awesome play, it’s about Izzo and I like to be able to see, I 
want to be able to see his expressions.” 

Yes, even for a college basketball coach, Izzo is plenty famous for his 
fiery and entertaining nature on the sidelines. 

That’s why it was especially hard for Stiffler to stay connected with the 
Spartans this year. No anthem. No Izzo. Not even the Izzone. 

“Well,” Stiffler said, “there’s nothing. There is nothing to replace the 
experience of being at the Breslin. When it gets rocking, I mean there is 
nothing like it.” 

In fact, it was such a challenging year and season for Stiffler that she 
almost lost track of the games altogether. 

“Sometimes, I forget they’re even playing,” she said during the season, 
“because it’s not like it’s something I had to put on calendar because we 
need to be there. I’ll be surprised when I get a notification, like, 'oh, my 
gosh, they’re playing tonight.' And that’s just so odd to me because I was 
obsessed with them in the past following them so closely.” 

For a long time, Stiffler planned her days around games at Breslin. She 
and her husband often had a pregame meal near the stadium at 
Harrison’s Roadhouse or at the Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center. 
Sometimes they would meet friends for drinks before or after a game. 

Even for those dreaded late starts on a weeknight game for national TV, 
Stiffler made the effort to show up. And she never regretted it. 

“Sometimes, it would be a 9 o’clock game on a Tuesday night and you’ve 
got to be at work the next day,” she said. “So that was always a 
challenge. But what I found was I would start dreading it to get there on a 
worknight, and then the minute I got there I’m like, ‘This is awesome. 
Why was I stressing about it?’ ” 

Instead, it’s just Stiffler and her husband watching games in the family 
room of their DeWitt home. 

“Yeah, there’s nothing exciting about it,” she said. “He’s in his chair and 
I’m on the couch. I wish I could tell you we have this great routine, but it’s 
not exciting.” 

The only excitement that remains for Stiffler is in her voice. You can still 
hear it as she speaks about her favorite moment at Breslin. 

“So, I’m obsessive about senior nights,” she said. “I go with pockets full 
of Kleenex because I boo-hoo through the whole thing because you get 
so attached to these young men and these players. Certainly, Cassius 
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(Winston), his year last year was just unbelievable. I would never miss 
senior night. I rearrange everything to be present for senior night.” 

Like a lot of fans, Stiffler’s beloved ritual has been taken away from her 
because of the pandemic. It’s left her with the poor substitute of watching 
games on TV — a disconnected experience that’s sadly fitting in our 
socially distanced world. 

“I don’t know how to explain it because it’s not like I didn’t watch away 
games on the television and got super motivated,” she said. “I don’t know 
if it’s the lack of connection because you’re not there or it’s just the weird 
times or it’s just this down year." 
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Red Wings deal defenseman Jon Merrill to Montreal for draft pick, 
prospect Hayden Verbeek 

 

TED KULFAN    

 

Detroit —  Don’t turn your head, stray too far from the screen, or you’re 
going to miss another Red Wings trade. 

It sure seems as if general manager Steve Yzerman is on a steady roll, 
and he has until Monday at 3 p.m. to conclude any sort of sell-off of his 
available veterans and accumulate more draft capital. 

On Sunday, the Wings traded another of their potential unrestricted free 
agent defenseman, Jon Merrill, to Montreal for a 2021 fifth-round pick 
(previously from Ottawa) and forward Hayden Verbeek. 

Merrill, a Grand Blanc native who played collegiately at Michigan, signed 
a one-year deal last summer for $925,000 with his hometown team.  

Verbeek, 23, is 5-foot-10, 184 pounds, and is listed as a center. In seven 
games with Laval, Montreal's minor-league affiliate, he has one goal and 
two assists. Verbeek signed with Montreal as an undrafted free agent in 
2018. 

The Wings traded defenseman Patrik Nemeth to Colorado on Friday for a 
fourth-round draft pick. 

On Saturday, the Wings acquired a 2021 fourth-round pick from Tampa 
Bay, while helping broker a deal between Tampa Bay and Columbus, 
retaining some of defenseman David Savard’s salary. Savard landed with 
the Lightning. 

So, the Wings have been busy, and might continue to deal right to 
Monday, with assets available. 

Goaltender Jonathan Bernier, defenseman Marc Staal, and forwards 
Sam Gagner, Luke Glendening and Darren Helm all have been linked to 
possible playoff contenders — if there are deals to be made. 

But, first off, seeing Merrill leave Sunday was a tough blow for the Wings. 

In 36 games, Merrill had five assists and had a plus-2 rating while 
providing coach Jeff Blashill tremendous versatility. 

Blashill feels Merrill will be a good fit with Montreal, and would have been 
anywhere. 

“Whoever ended up trading for Jon, they’d get a real good addition,” 
Blashill said. “First off, he’s a good player. He’s kind of a jack of all trades 
and plays a lot of different (positions), he can play the left and right 
(side), kill penalties, he can play up and down your lineup a little bit. 

“But for me, most importantly, he has confidence and moxie of a guy 
you’d want in those big, pressure situations in the playoffs. He’s not 

going to be one bit afraid of the moment, he’ll seize the moment and 
that’s what I was most impressed with Johnny. 

“I have really enjoyed having him. I knew him a long time ago in a 
different world when he was coming up as a youth player, but to really 
get to know him, he was an excellent pro and he did a real good job for 
us.” 

Losing Nemeth and Merrill means losing a lot of experience on the 
Wings’ defense. 

“Those are two guys that have been regulars in our lineup all season 
long, two big guys that have been good players for us,” Blashill said. 

Which means there are now opportunities for other defensemen to 
secure spots in the lineup. 

Alex Biega and Dennis Cholowski both were Saturday’s lineup — Merrill 
was a healthy scratch, as protection leading to a trade — and Gustav 
Lindstrom is on the taxi squad and available to promote. 

“Guys are going to get to play, chances (for players) who haven’t played 
much,” Blashill said. “Alex and Dennis did (Saturday), Gustav Lindstrom 
is up, there’s potential for him to play as well. So guys will get 
opportunities and what they do with that is certainly up to them, and 
hopefully they jump through that opportunity.” 

We're offering a great deal on all-access subscriptions. Check it out here. 

Veleno update 

The Wings announced Saturday that prospect Joe Veleno is returning to 
North America and is being reassigned to Grand Rapids. 

The forward was playing for Malmo in the Swedish Elite League — the 
Wings loaned Veleno to Malmo — and the team was eliminated from the 
playoffs this week. 

Veleno had 11 goals and nine assists (20 points) in 46 games for Malmo, 
ranking third in goals and fourth in points. 

Blashill has heard good reports regarding Veleno's time in Sweden. 

"My understanding is he's played good, and did a real good job over 
there," Blashill said. "In talking with Shawn Horcoff (Wings' director of 
player development) a number of times through the season, Shawn was 
pleased with his progress, so it was a productive year for him (Veleno)." 

With only 13 games remaining on the Wings' schedule, there isn't a ton 
of time for Veleno to get reacclimated and possibly get a first look in the 
NHL.  

But Blashill hasn't discussed that possibility with Yzerman. 

"We'll see where everything is at with Joe, but the most important things 
was during the course of the season he's developed and if there's an 
opportunity for more development, that's what is critical for him," Blashill 
said. 

Veleno, 21, was a 2018 first-round draft pick of the Wings. Veleno had 11 
goals and 12 assists (23 points) in 54 games last season for Grand 
Rapids. 

Staal milestone 

Carolina forward Jordan Staal will play in his 1,000th career game 
Monday, and could be playing against his brother Marc, which would be 
a unique and great milestone. 

If, that is, Marc isn't traded Monday before 3 p.m. 

Still, if Marc is with the Wings, it'll be a special event. 

"It's a big milestone," Blashill said of the 1,000-game mark. "I've had an 
opportunity to coach a number of guys who've reached that milestone 
while playing with us. It's a real big milestone. It's something that 
certainly is earned. 
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"I mean, 1,000 games in this league is huge. For anybody who has 
earned that, it's an awesome accomplishment. Jordan has been a real 
great player in this league for a long time, and he's a bit underrated, to be 
honest with you, around the league.  

"It's cool for him to be in the same game with his brother, and to have 
that moment together." 

Ice chips 

Blashill said forward Robby Fabbri (upper body) is unavailable for 
Monday, and Gagner is to be determined. 

The Wings have a variety of players with "bumps and bruises", said 
Blashill. 

"I don't know of anyone who it'll keep out (of the lineup), but I won't know 
definitely until (Monday)," Blashill said. 

.. .Goaltender Thomas Greiss earned his fourth win of the season (4-15-
6) Saturday in the 5-4 victory over Carolina, stopping 30 shots and 
clinching the victory in the shootout. 

"He stayed on it," Blashill said. "He stayed with it, and that's what he 
does well. He plays to win the hockey game and he doesn't worry about 
stats. So, if there is one or two or three or four goals (allowed), he wants 
to win the game and I'm glad we got him some run (goals) support." 

Red Wings at Hurricanes 

► Faceoff: 7 p.m. Monday, PNC Arena, Raleigh, North Carolina 

►TV/radio: BSD-plus/950 AM 

► Outlook: The Red Wings (14-23-6) and Carolina (27-9-4) conclude a 
two-game series. ... The Wings defeated Carolina, 5-4, Saturday in a 
shootout, the Wings' third win over Carolina this season (3-3-0). 
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Adam Erne delivers again as Red Wings top Carolina in shootout 

 

Updated Apr 10, 9:54 PM; Posted Apr 10, 9:54 PM 

By Ansar Khan  

 

The Detroit Red Wings, like they have multiple times this season, 
rebounded Saturday from a terrible performance two nights earlier. 

Adam Erne scored the go-ahead goal in the third period and then 
converted in the seventh round of the shootout as the Red Wings 
defeated the Carolina Hurricanes 5-4 at PNC Arena. 

The Red Wings played a tough road game against the team with the best 
winning percentage in the NHL, after losing 7-1 Thursday at home to 
Nashville. 

Dylan Larkin, Anthony Mantha and Valtteri Filppula also scored in 
regulation for the Red Wings (14-23-6). Thomas Greiss made 30 saves 
to raise his record to 4-15-6. 

Carolina (27-9-4) had won three in a row and was 15-3-2 in its previous 
20. 

After Larkin scored on his team’s first attempt, the Red Wings had five 
opportunities to win in the shootout before Erne’s goal. 

Erne scored on a breakaway with 6:20 remaining in the third period to put 
the Red Wings ahead 4-3. It was Erne’s 10th of the season, as he 
hustled down the ice to separate himself from defenders and fired in a 
backhand shot past Petr Mrazek. 

After a successful coach’s challenge negated a potential Carolina goal at 
14:47 when it was ruled Nino Niederreiter’s skate made contact with 
Greiss in the crease, Sebastien Aho tied it with four minutes remaining. 

The Red Wings allowed Aho too much time and space and he buried a 
shot for his 17th goal. 

The Red Wings got a break on Filppula’s goal at 16:03 of the second 
period that tied the game at 3-3. Michael Rasmussen was causing havoc 
around the net when Filppula got a piece of the puck before Jordan Staal 
kicked it in his own net. 

It was Filppula’s second goal in four games and his fourth of the season. 

Dougie Hamilton had given the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead at 9:52. He raced 
up the ice to corral a loose puck, creating a two-on-one advantage, and 
fired in a shot from the left face-off circle. 

Each team scored twice in the first period. 

Martin Necas wired a hard wrist shot over Greiss’ glove that caught the 
far side of the net at 1:38. 

The Red Wings capitalized on turnovers to take a 2-1 lead. 

Larkin tied it at 6:15 with his eighth goal of the season, just his second in 
15 games. Mrazek turned aside Filip Zadina’s close-range backhand shot 
but the rebound bounced in off Larkin’s leg. 

Alex Biega’s shot from the point glanced in off Mantha at 10:10. It was 
Mantha’s team-leading 11th goal. It was Biega’s first game since Feb. 28, 
just the fourth of the season for the defenseman who has been a 
frequent scratch. 

Staal tied it at 14:14, firing in a shot from the right face-off circle that beat 
Greiss on the far side. 

Merrill trade coming? 

Jon Merrill wasn’t among the seven defensemen the Red Wings dressed 
in their final game before Monday’s 3 p.m. trade deadline in a possible 
asset protection move. 

Merrill is among the team’s several impending unrestricted free agents 
and his low salary ($925,000) would make him easier to move than Marc 
Staal ($5.7 million). 
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Red Wings acquire fourth-round pick from Lightning in three-way deal 

 

Updated Apr 10, 6:00 PM; Posted Apr 10, 5:26 PM 

By Ansar Khan  

 

The Detroit Red Wings acquired a fourth-round pick in this year’s draft in 
a three-way trade with Columbus and Tampa Bay Saturday. 

The Red Wings first acquired defenseman David Savard from Columbus 
and then sent Savard and Grand Rapids Griffins defenseman and 
captain Brian Lashoff to the Lightning for a fourth-rounder. 

Tampa Bay also sent its 2021 first-round pick and 2022 third-round 
selection to Columbus. The Lightning announced Lashoff, 30, will remain 
with the Griffins. 

The Red Wings received the pick for retaining slightly more than $1 
million of Savard’s salary (prorated). Tampa Bay did not have the cap 
space to make the deal for Savard straight up without involving the Red 
Wings. 
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The move leaves Detroit with 10 selections so far in this year’s draft, 
including three in the second round and two each in the third and fourth 
rounds. 

The Red Wings on Friday dealt defenseman Patrik Nemeth to the 
Colorado Avalanche for a 2022 fourth-round pick, giving them nine 
selections in next year’s draft. 
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Nashville Predators remain perfect in shootouts with win against Dallas 
Stars 

 

Mike Organ 

 

The Nashville Predators earned a 3-2 shootout victory against the Dallas 
Stars on Sunday at Bridgestone Arena.  

After the teams traded goals in the first and second periods, both were 
scoreless in the final 20 minutes of regulation and subsequent overtime. 
Ryan Johansen scored on Nashville's first shootout attempt, which turned 
out to be the decisive goal.  

Nashville's next two tries bounced off the post, but Dallas was unable to 
capitalize. Predators goalie Juuse Saros saved the first try, and the 
second deflected off the net.  

With Nashville holding a 1-0 shootout lead on Dallas' final attempt, Saros 
blocked the shot with his leg and clinched the win. The Predators are 
now 5-0 in shootouts this season. 
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State of the Predators: Sell or stand pat? Has the price for Mikael 
Granlund just gone up? 

 

By Adam Vingan and Joe Rexrode Apr 11, 2021  

 

Less than 24 hours before the NHL trade deadline, Predators reporter 
Adam Vingan and Nashville columnist Joe Rexrode took their socially 
distanced seats in the press box at Bridgestone Arena on Sunday 
evening. While watching the Predators pick up a crucial shootout win 
against the Dallas Stars, they discussed the state of the team.   

Vingan: For the past couple of months, Joe, we have engaged in 
breathless speculation and had countless conversations about the 
direction of the Predators. As the deadline looms, have you bought into 
this team based on what we have seen over the past month, or are you 
still selling? 

Rexrode: I began to type my answer right after Stars forward Roope 
Hintz ripped a shot past Predators goaltender Juuse Saros early in the 
first period. (For the record, before the pass reached Hintz, Adam said, 
“Uh oh.”)  

I take some issue with your question. Yes, I am buying into this team 
over the past month. The effort, cohesion and goaltending have been 
spectacular and have led to an incredible turnaround despite a ridiculous 
amount of injuries. I am still selling if I can, at least when it comes to 
expiring contracts. This team can still make the playoffs without forward 

Mikael Granlund, assuming others get healthy at some point. That is 
happening, right? 

Vingan: For once, the Predators had good news to share on the injury 
front Saturday. 

Defenseman Ryan Ellis, who missed 20 games over six weeks with an 
injured hand, returned to the lineup against the Tampa Bay Lightning, a 
welcome sight for a beat-up team. 

That leaves just nine Predators players on the injured list. Defenseman 
Dante Fabbro and forwards Mathieu Olivier and Eeli Tolvanen were the 
latest casualties during the team’s series against the Detroit Red Wings 
last week. (It could have been worse; forward Viktor Arvidsson recently 
avoided serious injury.) 

Predators injuries 

Mark Borowiecki 

Upper body 

Week to week 

March 11 

Alexandre Carrier 

Lower body 

3-5 weeks 

April 1 

Matt Duchene 

Lower body 

Week to week 

March 4 

Dante Fabbro 

Upper body 

Week to week 

April 6 

Filip Forsberg 

Upper body 

Week to week 

March 25 

Mathieu Olivier 

Lower body 

4-6 weeks 

April 8 

Brad Richardson 

Lower body 

Week to week 

March 9 

Luca Sbisa 

Upper body 

Week to week 

Jan. 24 

Eeli Tolvanen 
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Lower body 

Week to week 

April 6 

The fact that the Predators have been able to string together 12 wins in 
15 games while missing several regulars and relying on rookies is 
nothing short of remarkable. But it is only natural to wonder how much 
longer they can maintain this level of play, especially against the top 
teams in the Central Division. 

Despite losing 3-0 to the Lightning on Saturday, the Predators were not 
overmatched, controlling offensive-zone possession (7:32 to 5:48) and 
putting 16 slot shots on net, according to Sportlogiq. 

“The team as a whole, it’s like night and day,” Ellis said Saturday. “I felt 
when I got hurt, every night was a battle and we were working, but 
nothing was happening for us. Tonight, it felt like years past, where we 
were just buzzing in the (offensive) zone, making good plays, getting 
chances. … The way the team played, it was definitely not the result, but 
the identity was there.” 

Still, the Predators are 3-13-1 this season against the Lightning, Carolina 
Hurricanes and Florida Panthers, one of whom would be their first-round 
playoff opponent if they qualify. 

The Predators hope to have forwards Matt Duchene and Filip Forsberg 
back soon, though it sounds like Duchene is behind schedule, based on 
his recent interviews on your radio show. 

You said you want the Predators to trade Granlund, who has held their 
battered lineup together. What would the return package have to be to 
make it worthwhile? 

Rexrode: A second-round pick is a no-brainer and an absolute must. You 
have to be realistic about the Predators’ ceiling and fortify the future of 
the franchise, if possible. If the best Predators general manager David 
Poile can do is a third-round pick, then that is a more difficult discussion. 
I would probably still do it, though. 

The young players stepping up this season has been really encouraging, 
but the Predators need to replenish their farm system. Do my prices 
seem reasonable to you? 

Vingan: Things were simpler a month ago, when the Predators were 
clear sellers. 

I do not anticipate a busy deadline for the Predators. Since defenseman 
Mattias Ekholm is unlikely to be traded at this juncture, Granlund is the 
team’s most valuable asset. 

A second-round draft pick sounds right for Granlund, though I see 
veteran forward Nick Foligno being traded to the Toronto Maple Leafs for 
first- and fourth-round draft picks and wonder if the Predators could get 
something like that. (I doubt it.) 

The question is whether the Predators value a trip to the playoffs more 
than accumulating future assets. 

Rexrode: So you think that if they trade Granlund, then they are punting 
on the playoffs? Duchene can slide right into the center spot on the 
second line and do the same things? When Forsberg and Tolvanen 
return, this team is a lot more dangerous. You also have a lot of unsung 
players chipping in right now, which has been the most enjoyable aspect 
of watching the Predators this season. (Forwards Tanner Jeannot and 
Yakov Trenin were pancaking Stars players left and right Sunday.) 

I fully understand the business side of making the playoffs right now. 
Revenue is down. I just feel like a “soft sell,” to borrow your term, could 
be the best of both worlds. Also, in light of that Leafs deal, is there an 
obvious Granlund suitor left? 

Vingan: The Maple Leafs had long been connected to Granlund. Now 
that they are presumably out of the running, there is no obvious fit. What 
about a reunion with Peter Laviolette in Washington? (I kid.) 

To answer your first question, the Predators’ playoff chances do not 
hinge on Granlund, but as a league executive told The Athletic’s Craig 
Custance when discussing the Predators, “It’s a hard sell to your 
sponsors, your season ticket holders, your owner, that you’re in a playoff 
spot and selling. That’s not what typically happens.” 

The Predators have a 50 percent chance of making the playoffs, 
according to Dom Luszczyszyn. This season, “going for it” means 
standing pat at the deadline. I predict a quiet day in Nashville. 

Rexrode: I imagine it would be difficult to sell the idea of selling to the 
players on a team that is overachieving at the moment. The Predators in 
their current state cannot create many chances and should not win many 
games against good teams, but here they are. This is a resilient group 
that will push forward if Granlund leaves Monday. 
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Predators’ Michael McCarron suspended for illegal hit to head of 
Lightning’s Yanni Gourde 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

Predators forward Michael McCarron received a two-game suspension 
Sunday for an illegal hit to the head of Lightning forward Yanni Gourde in 
the final minute of the Lightning’s 3-0 win Saturday night. 

When Gourde was collecting the puck in the neutral zone, McCarron 
came across center ice and sideswiped Gourde, his shoulder hitting 
Gourde’s head, with 26 seconds left. McCarron received a match 
penalty. 

The league ruled that Gourde’s head was clearly the main point of 
contact and deemed it was avoidable because Gourde did not change 
the position of his head or body just before or simultaneously as the hit 
occurred. 

“It’s hockey, it happens,” Gourd said when asked about the hit after the 
game. “I didn’t really see the replay, so we’ll see.” 

McCarron received a two-game suspension in part because he had no 
history of suspensions or fines in his 74-game NHL career. He also will 
forfeit $12,069 in pay as part of the suspension. 

McCarron will miss Nashville’s game Sunday against Dallas and 
Tuesday’s against the Lightning. 
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Why David Savard was best trade fit for Lightning 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 
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TAMPA — David Savard knows the Lightning well. Playing for the 
Columbus Blue Jackets, he not only played Tampa Bay often this season 
in the realigned Central Division, but also the past two postseasons. In 
some ways, he’s seen the Lightning at their best and their worst. 

Two seasons ago, Columbus exposed the flaws in a Lightning team that 
had just won the Presidents’ Trophy, ending Tampa Bay’s season with a 
four-game sweep in the first round of the playoffs. Last year, he saw how 
well the Lightning had morphed into a physical, defensive-minded team 
as they eliminated the Blue Jackets in the first round on their way to 
winning the Stanley Cup. 

“I just remember talking to a few guys on our team, and we were like, ‘It 
felt like a different team,’” Savard said. “The way they were hard to 
compete against, how hard they were committed to play defensively, and 
I felt it was the same thing this year. So that’s why I think I’m so excited. I 
know they have the recipe to win again. And I’m just excited to be part of 
it.” 

This week’s acquisition of Savard, a 30-year-old who played all 10 of his 
NHL seasons in Columbus, should help the Lightning get back to what 
made them so formidable last postseason: strong defense and 
physicality. 

“He’s gone through these playoffs,” said Lightning general manager 
Julien BriseBois. “He played essentially two rounds last year and two 
rounds the year before. He knows what to expect. He knows how hard 
this is. He knows not to take anything for granted. So I just think he’s just 
an amazing fit for what our team needed.” 

At 6-feet-2, 229 pounds, Savard adds size and grit to the Lightning blue 
line, particularly on the right side, which has been thinned by injuries. The 
team’s top right-shot defenseman, Erik Cernak, just returned from a 
seven-game absence. Jan Rutta is currently on IR and out indefinitely. 

“(Savard) adds, for sure, a veteran presence on our right side,” Lightning 
coach Jon Cooper said. “He’s a guy who has played in some big playoff 
games. He’s got size, he’s a righty, and he’s a gamer. I think that’s a 
really good add for our squad, and I think he’s hungry to make a playoff 
run. If there was a part we’re looking to to add a little depth, that was on 
the back end and. Julien went out and maybe got the top prize out there.” 

Savard will help the Lightning in several ways defensively. He’s one of 
the league’s best when it comes to being a big body down low and 
blocking shots. Entering Sunday, he ranked fourth in the NHL with 89 
blocked shots. Last season, he was second with 163. 

Savard’s 95 hits this season with Columbus would lead the Lightning, 
who are paced by Barclay Goodrow (78) and Blake Coleman (70), two 
players Tampa Bay acquired at last year’s trade deadline to add grit. 

Savard also has been a key contributor to the Blue Jackets’ penalty-kill 
unit, averaging 1:47 of ice time on the PK this season. He adds another 
right-side defense option for the unit, in addition to Cernak. 

“We know how much value he can bring to a team,” Lightning forward 
Yanni Gourde said. “He blocks shots. He plays physical, plays hard, he’s 
tough to play against. We’ve played them a lot, and it’s definitely exciting 
to have him come on the team.” 

Now Savard, whose Columbus teams didn’t advance beyond the second 
round in five postseason appearances, has his best shot at a Stanley 
Cup. 

“They’re so talented, and the way they compete every night you know it’s 
always going to be a battle when you play them,” Savard said of the 
Lightning. “I’m excited to be on the other side, and I think they have to 
have a team ready to go for another run and go for the Stanley Cup, and 
that’s all you dream of as a player, to have that chance to win.” 

Savard will have to get adjusted to a new system. The Lightning’s 
defensemen are active on the offensive end, but he will also be asked to 
stay true to what he does best. 

“I’m just going to try to do my best to play physical and make sure I kind 
of help the team get back on offense,” Savard said. “I think they have a 
transition team that’s really good. You’ve just got to move the puck to the 
forwards and kind of jump after, and I think it’s something that I can do 
and try to play well defensively and be physical.” 
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NHL trade deadline: What the Lightning are getting in defenseman David 
Savard 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Aaron Portzline Apr 11, 2021  

 

David Savard has been a quiet but formidable part of the Blue Jackets’ 
lineup since 2013-14, excelling as a shut-down defenseman during the 
club’s four straight playoff berths. Now he’s off to the Lightning as part of 
a three-team trade. 

No defenseman played in more games for the Blue Jackets than Savard 
(597) and few NHL players are more willing to clog shooting lanes and 
block shots than the 30-year-old. Here’s what the Lightning can expect 
from Savard. 

His role 

Savard, a right shot, has been a fixture on the Blue Jackets’ second 
defensive pair and on the penalty kill since before John Tortorella 
became coach in 2015-16. It’s Seth Jones and Zach Werenski who eat 
the most minutes, but Savard is leaned on heavily to shut down regular-
season games and his role seems to elevate in the rugged world of the 
postseason. Over the past two seasons, quality of competition has been 
pretty equally split between the top two pairs. 

The beauty of Savard’s game is that he fits next to players with a wide 
array of talent. From a puck-mover like Ryan Murray, to grinders like 
Jack Johnson and Ian Cole, or straight-ahead thumpers like Vladislav 
Gavrikov, Savard seems to play in a way that helps his partner thrive. He 
has a pretty lengthy history of posting great on-ice numbers regardless of 
partner. 

When Savard was drafted, he was viewed as an offensive defenseman 
after some abundant seasons in the QMJHL. He played that way early in 
his pro career, too, but it quickly became apparent that he’d need another 
path to the NHL. 

You have to watch closely, but some of those puck skills are still evident 
in Savard’s game. Nothing about his skill set wows you, necessarily, but 
he makes the small, quick passes — especially on the penalty kill — that 
can help ease pressure and get the puck out of harm’s way. With that 
being said, his ability to exit the zone with control safely has depreciated 
a bit in recent seasons. 

But stout, physical play is his calling card. Savard doesn’t land huge 
open-ice hits because he doesn’t have the foot speed to recover if he 
whiffs. But he’s hell in the corners and at net-front with a lumberjack’s 
disposition to match his lumberjack’s beard. 

The Blue Jackets are playing him roughly 20 minutes per night (19:38), 
but that number tends to grow when they’re protecting leads. 

Since the start of the 2016-17 season, Savard has been credited with 
618 blocked shots, 10th in the NHL during that span. His 590 hits in that 
span are 20th among defensemen. 

On-ice performance in 2021 
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The Blue Jackets’ defense struggled mightily in the first half of the 
season, and it wasn’t the newly-built third pair. Surprisingly, it was the 
highly-regarded top four, including Savard. 

Part of the issue was poor support from Blue Jackets’ forwards, 
especially the young centers, in helping the play come out of the 
defensive zone, but players like Jones and Werenski and, yes, Savard, 
made uncharacteristic mistakes and poor decisions with the puck. 
According to data tracked by Corey Sznajder, Savard is exiting the zone 
with control 37 percent of the time this year, the lowest of any Blue 
Jackets defenceman while also failing to clear the zone at all 6.6 times 
per 60. Only Michael Del Zotto and Dean Kukan – both of whom have 
better zone exit success – have been riskier with the puck. 

That might partially explain the massive discrepancy between Savard’s 
expected and actual results this season, especially on defence. At five-
on-five the Blue Jackets have limited opponents to 1.95 expected goals 
against per 60 with Savard on the ice this season (the best mark on the 
team among defenders), but have allowed 3.49 – nearly twice as many 
and the worst on the team among defenders. Savard’s goals against rate 
is usually a shade higher than expected, but to this degree is 
uncharacteristic and likely a product of bad luck more than anything. 

It’s been much better the last couple of weeks, but the aftershocks and 
wavering confidence are still evident at times. Gavrikov was pulled off 
Savard’s pair, but they’ve been back together in recent games and are 
starting to look like they did in 2019-20. 

Savard isn’t asked to contribute offensively, and that’s a good thing. His 
numbers have dropped considerably in the last couple of years, including 
this season, where he has 1-5-6 through 40 games. In terms of play-
driving, the Blue Jackets only generate 1.74 expected goals for per 60 
with Savard on the ice, a team low that puts a dent into his defensive 
contributions. 

What the analytics say 

Savard has been a bit of an analytics darling for a few seasons, mostly 
for his ability to suppress scoring chances. The Blue Jackets have seen 
fewer chances against with Savard on the ice in every season except 
one (2017-18) during his entire career. Even this season, where the 
actual results haven’t been there, the team allows 0.23 fewer expected 
goals against per 60 with Savard on the ice. That’s the second-best mark 
of his career, with the best coming in 2018-19. 

GSVA is a big fan of his defensive impact as a result, with his two best 
defensive seasons coming within the last three years. Among defenders 
with above-average usage, Savard ranks in the top 25 in projected 
defensive impact in spite of his poor actual goals against numbers. 

That’s what drives most of his value as there isn’t much of any offence to 
his game. Savard is projected to be worth 0.6 wins over a full season, a 
decent rate for a top four defender, and that’s entirely on his defensive 
ability. He doesn’t produce points and he doesn’t drive offence 
particularly well either. In previous seasons, he was at least average 
relative to teammates on an offensively-inept team, but now he’s in the 
negatives on that same offensively-inept team. This season he’s been 
one of the league’s least involved defencemen in the offensive zone (in 
terms of shots and shot assists), in similar company with players like 
Zach Bogosian, Kris Russell and Nikita Zadorov. 

As his foot speed has declined, Savard’s ability to keep up within the 
confines of the rulebook has also slipped. Savard has taken 0.95 
penalties per 60 this season, the second highest mark of his career and 
over twice as often as last season. 

Contract status 

Savard is an unrestricted free agent after this season. He’s finishing a 
five-year, $21.25 million contract. The cap hit is $4.25 million, but 
Savard’s salary in this final year is $4 million. 

It’s not that Savard has priced himself out of Columbus, or that the Blue 
Jackets don’t think he can play anymore. On the contrary. 

At issue in Columbus is the massive outpouring of cash that’s on the 
horizon. Forward Patrik Laine is a restricted free agent with arbitration 
rights this summer. Jones is heading into the final year of his contrat in 
2021-22, so he can sign an extension this summer. Werenski, set to 
become an RFA in 2022, can also sign an extension. And, the Blue 
Jackets have made it known publicly that they’re searching high and low 
— after Pierre Luc-Dubois forced his way out of town via trade — for a 
No. 1 center. 

The Blue Jackets have a young promising defenseman, Andrew Peeke, 
who is being groomed to take Savard’s spot in the lineup. 

Intangibles/miscellaneous 

Savard was starting to lose status as a top prospect with the Blue 
Jackets when John Davidson was hired as club president in 2012 and 
Jarmo Kekalainen was installed as GM midway through the 2012-13 
season. 

Davidson publicly shamed Savard after the season, saying he needed to 
get in shape and decide if he wanted a career in the NHL or AHL. Savard 
made a massive commitment to his health and fitness that summer and 
has been an NHL regular ever since. 

Savard’s crowning moment with the Blue Jackets is the goal he scored in 
Game 1 of the 2019 first-round series against the Lightning. 

It was an other-wordly moment for Savard, who gathered a turnover with 
speed in the neutral zone (say what?), deked his way around the great 
Victor Hedman with a toe drag atop the right circle (c’mon!) and went bar-
down roofer (get out!) on Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

The goal helped the Blue Jackets come back from a 3-0 deficit in Game 
1 and got them rolling toward a first-round sweep of the Lightning. It’s the 
first and only goal of Savard’s playoff career. 
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The Athletic / UMass, with win in Frozen Four final, completes journey 
from doormat to NCAA champion 

 

By Steve Buckley Apr 11, 2021  

 

Mike Merchant was stunned. The 65-year-old medical supply distributor 
was scrolling through his Twitter feed late last week when he came 
across a sound bite from Anthony Del Gaizo, a junior forward on the 
UMass hockey team. 

“He said this isn’t for us, this isn’t for the guys in the room,” said 
Merchant. “He said it’s for all the guys who came before us, all the guys 
who built the legacy, all the alumni who stayed with them.” 

As if to prove that Del Gaizo’s comment about the Old Men of UMass 
Hockey wasn’t just puff, Merchant had driven all the way from his home 
in Franklin, Mass., to Pittsburgh to watch the Minutemen play St. Cloud 
State in the Frozen Four championship game Saturday night at PPG 
Paints Arena. He had been in attendance to see the Minutemen topple 
Minnesota Duluth in the semifinals as well. 

Merchant, a 1977 UMass graduate, had played his college hockey so 
long ago that the program was Division II and was using Amherst 
College’s Orr Rink for home games. Because, well, UMass had no rink of 
its own in those days. 

Now here he was, in Pittsburgh, bearing witness to something nobody 
ever thought possible: Not only was UMass closing in on a national 
championship, it was deploying a Belichickian all-phases-of-the-game 
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brilliance that had St. Cloud State players on their heels practically from 
the opening puck drop. 

By the time it was over — UMass 5, St. Cloud State 0 — it had become a 
victory not just for the ages, but for the aged. Yes, it was goaltender Filip 
Lindberg who untangled himself from COVID-19 contact tracing protocols 
Saturday night and pitched a shutout against St. Cloud State. Yes, it was 
Philip Lagunov who scored just about the prettiest little shorthanded goal 
you’re ever going to see when he crossed the blue line, easily 
maneuvered his way around St. Cloud State defenseman Nick Perbix, 
cut to his left and then flipped a backhander between the legs of 
goaltender David Hrenak. Yes, it was feisty Bobby Trivigno, who would 
be named Outstanding Player of the Frozen Four, netting a third-period 
goal. 

But guys like Mike Merchant never stopped supporting UMass hockey — 
even when there was no UMass hockey to support, the program having 
been suspended in 1979. When the program was reborn as a big-boy 
Division I program in 1993, just in time for the opening of the spiffy new 
Mullins Center, school officials didn’t have to go far looking for alumni 
support. The alumni had been waiting 14 years for something to support. 
Still, for a couple of decades, they could not consistently compete with 
the best Hockey East teams. It was just four years ago, in coach Greg 
Carvel’s first season, that the Minutemen went 5-29-2. 

Small wonder, then, that Anthony Del Gaizo would take a question that 
really had nothing to do with alumni support and turn it into a shoutout to 
every former UMass hockey player in history, from old guys like 
Merchant to current NHL players Cale Makar, John Leonard and Mario 
Ferraro. 

Small wonder that Trivigno would do the same. 

“The alumni have been doing the most they can to support us,” he said. 
“The amount of support we get from them is incredible.” 

UMass had made it to the Frozen Four championship game two years 
ago — the last time it was played, pre-pandemic — but never really got 
untracked and wound up losing 3-0 to Minnesota Duluth. This piece of 
recent UMass hockey history was not lost on St. Cloud State coach Brett 
Larson, who said after the game, “We just talked about that in the locker 
room. We talked about the history of this tournament. UMass was 
standing on our blue line two years ago with a similar loss and they used 
it as fuel.” 

Rocket fuel is what it was. The first goal of this game was short-handed, 
and it was a perfect illustration of one team having familiarity with this big 
college hockey stage and the other team not quite knowing its way 
around. When two St. Cloud State defenders collided and went down on 
the UMass end, the result was a ridiculous 2-on-none break as 
Minutemen Aaron Bohlinger and Ryan Sullivan skated in on poor Hrenak. 
Bohlinger passed the puck over to Sullivan, who passed it right back, and 
Bohlinger sent it home just 7:26 into the first period. 

The ease with which the Minutemen scored that goal, coupled with the 
fuzzy background image of two St. Cloud skaters playing bumper cars, 
was the perfect billboard for the UMass program. To be sure, Lagunov’s 
goal was the highlight tally, the one that’ll get worn to a frazzle on 
YouTube, but that Bohlinger-to-Sullivan-to-Bohlinger backyard hockey 
was a pronouncement that the UMass hockey program, born in 1908 and 
reborn in 1993, wasn’t going to settle for the it-was-great-just-to-be-in-
the-Frozen Four speeches. 

For all the drama coming into this game, what with three UMass players 
having been liberated from COVID-19 contact tracing protocols and then 
driven by automobile to Pittsburgh, there was next to no drama after the 
first period was over. There would be no comeback like the Bruins 
against the Maple Leafs in the 2013 Stanley Cup playoffs by St. Cloud 
State in this one. Despite Carvel’s exhortation to keep playing hard until it 
was over — “They kind of laugh because there’s a minute left in the 
game and I’m still yelling at them for being out of position,” he would later 
say — a lot of this was just bookkeeping after the first period. 

“I don’t know what to say,” said Trivigno, who promptly knew exactly what 
to say: “It’s crazy. It’s literally unbelievable. I’m so happy for this group. 
Watching the clock tick down, we earned this win for sure. I’m just so 
happy to be part of it. So happy to be part of a great program. And it’s 
just the best feeling in the world right now.” 

Carvel, the coach who built the program, was a man processing all kinds 
of feelings after the game. Happy? Well, of course. But he made it clear 
he was still mourning the recent and sudden passing of Maine head 
coach Red Gendron, a good friend. Additionally, Carvel disclosed that his 
father-in-law, a retired UMass philosophy professor, recently passed 
away as well. 

And there was this additional tug of the heart for Carvel: “It was a little 
emotional for me because someone said that (for) these kids we’re like 
parents. They’re like our kids. And I think good parents hold their kids to 
high standards and support them in a way that they feel cared for. And 
it’s how we try to coach.” 

Yeah, but sometimes kids say the darnedest things. And it was UMass 
captain Jake Gaudet who, as his teleconference was coming to a close, 
said, “I need a beer.” 

Though it was probably not his intent, nothing could have been sweeter 
for the hundreds of former players from the bad-ass days of ZooMass 
who’d been waiting years for this night. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Nick Foligno’s heart chose the Maple Leafs at the 
deadline 

 

Luke Fox 

April 11, 2021, 11:15 PM 

 

TORONTO – Nick Foligno was only five years old when he first sensed 
the appetite of Leafs Nation. 

His dad, Mike — the one with the indestructible bubble helmet and the 
defensive conscious — had just helped the Toronto Maple Leafs thump 
the visiting St. Louis Blue 6-0 in Game 7 of the 1993 Norris Division 
finals. For the first time in a generation, Toronto was headed to the final 
four. 

Young Nick walked home with his family from Maple Leaf Gardens that 
night, city abuzz, eyes wide open. 

"The parade atmosphere that the fans kind of gave, that just stuck with 
me to this day — how passionate Leafs fans are,” Foligno, 33, said 
Sunday after blessing a trade to Dad’s old club. 

“I remember I’m not a big fan of Kerry Fraser after that.” 

The closest Mike got to touching the Stanley Cup was that year, ’93, in 
this city. 

So, there was a giddy anticipation crackling on the phone line when Nick 
called his father Sunday to inform him another Foligno would be donning 
his Blue and White sweater, with a legitimate one-time shot to go deeper 
in the playoffs than anyone in their hockey-mad family has gone before. 

“Enjoy it,” Mike instructed. “Play with passion.” 

As if Nick, a lay-it-on-the-line captain for nine hard years in Columbus, 
knows any other way. 
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“The fans in Toronto are passionate, and that lines up with who I am and 
how I play. I think it will just come out that way. I’m going to enjoy every 
minute of it,” Nick says. 

"I look forward to having another 71 flying around out there. It will be fun 
to wear that number that my dad wore." 

For Foligno, reality began to sink in on Saturday. 

David Savard, a longtime co-leader in the Blue Jackets room and a fellow 
pending UFA, was dispatched to Tampa Bay for futures. Riley Nash, 
another teammate with a blue-collar work ethic, was sent to Toronto. 

It was clear Kyle Dubas was clearing cap space. And it was clear the 
Jackets — seven points and three teams out of a playoff spot, with key 
contributors Boone Jenner and Zach Werenski too injured to help — 
were salvaging whatever possible from a lost campaign. 

“As the captain here and as a guy that just never really says it's over 'till 
it's over, you know, I just never really wanted to think about that,” Folgino 
says. “Columbus and I grew together. When I got here, we were a team 
that didn't have a ton of respect.” 

Individual and organizational stripes were earned through the Jackets’ 
first playoff game win (over Pittsburgh in 2014) and first series triumph (a 
stunning sweep of the heavily favourited Tampa in 2019). 

So, it was “bittersweet” for Foligno to rhyme off the talented teammates 
he’s leaving behind and discuss the hard but critical lessons gleaned 
from John Tortorella, “one of my best, favourite coaches to date.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

From leader to coveted role player, Foligno isn’t taking his deadline 
decision lightly. He’s as thoughtful about where he’s leaving as he is 
excited about where he’s going. And he believes he owes it to the guys 
playing out the string to go do his thing. 

“Columbus is an underrated city that doesn't get its due in how avid 
hockey fans they are and how much they care about this team. And I felt 
that every time I stepped on the ice. And I tried to reciprocate that and 
make them know that I cared about being their captain,” Foligno says. 
“What they’ve given me is an understanding of how important it is to 
connect with your fan base and the community that you live in. 

“Columbus has a place in my heart forever. Forever and ever. And that's 
how our family feels.” 

The versatile forward found himself in high demand in a thin rental 
market. Foligno held a 10-team no-trade list. He respects GM Jarmo 
Kekalinen for keeping him in the loop throughout the process and giving 
him control of his own fate. 

Toronto was attractive for a number of reasons. 

Foligno had skated with Auston Matthews a little in the U.S. program, 
knows captain John Tavares a little, and has long admired Joe Thornton 
from afar. Foligno sees some of himself in friend and former Senators 
teammate Jason Spezza, a cagey vet whose Cup dream won’t die. 

Dubas, coach Sheldon Keefe and numerous Leafs broke from viewing 
the Masters Sunday to welcome Foligno aboard. 

“Everything just felt right. I'm a guy that plays off my gut, my heart,” 
Foligno says. “My heart was telling me this was the right move.” 

At the risk of sounding unromantic, the heart is often informed by the 
brain. 

In the first-place Maple Leafs, an improved variation of the squad 
Foligno’s Jackets booted from the bubble, Foligno sees a core that has 
learned something about themselves. That can win games on the backs 
of their defence. That is getting an outstanding turn in net from Jack 
Campbell. That is consistently coming out on the happy side of one-goal 
affairs. 

“Watching them lately, you can just see a different focus in their group, in 
how they are going about themselves,” Foligno says. “I just feel like 
they're a team that's understood who they are and how they have to have 
success to win, and I'm excited to bring you know what I know to that and 
then hopefully help push the needle even further. 

“They’re understanding who they are now — which is a scary thing when 
you have the firepower that they have.” 

Foligno is a dual citizen who spends summers in Sudbury, Ont. He and 
wife Janelle, “my rock,” have decided he’ll make the trip to Toronto and 
serve his seven-day quarantine alone. She’ll hang back in Ohio with their 
three children because, “no offence,” he says, there’s not much for kids 
to do in Ontario right now with the lockdown. 

“They understand Daddy is going there to do a job,” Foligno says. “I'm 
going to go and do my best I can and try and help them and bring a Cup 
home.” 

Foligno says he’ll never forget the Leafs’ playoff run of ’93. 

He understands why Mike talks about that roller coaster to this day. He 
gets it. What all of this means to his family, his new teammates in 
Toronto, and all those rabid fans aching to be inside Scotiabank Arena 
for a run worth celebrating. 

“It’s kind of ingrained into that city and people still talk about it to this day, 
so I'm looking forward to going on another one. Being the next Foligno to 
do so,” Foligno says. “I’m excited to join a team that has put themselves 
in a position to be talked about in that light, as a team that can do some 
damage in the playoffs. 

“To have that opportunity come full circle and be able to play for the 
Toronto Maple Leafs, it's a dream come true in a lot of ways.” 

Yes, for the record, Foligno will consider signing back with Columbus as 
a free agent in the off-season. He’s a pure rental. 

But all we have is the present. And adding a player of Foligno’s character 
could be a gift. 

“For me, right now and where I'm at, it's full steam ahead with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs,” Foligno says. “That's my focus. And that's what 
they deserve.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs continue roster evolution with Foligno trade 

 

Chris Johnston 

April 11, 2021, 8:04 PM 

 

TORONTO -- Fans of a certain vintage will remember Nick Foligno’s 
father, Mike, scoring an overtime goal for the Toronto Maple Leafs during 
their unexpected run to the conference final in 1993. 

Kyle Dubas and his staff saw first-hand how well Nick performed for the 
Columbus Blue Jackets while eliminating the Leafs from the NHL bubble 
in August. 

And now that son is following his father — green-lighting a trade to 
Toronto on Sunday night — everyone involved is hoping some history will 
be repeated... and made. 

“Everything just felt right,” Foligno said. “I’m a guy that plays off my gut, 
my heart. And my heart was telling me that this was the right move. I 
went with it and I can tell you from when I said that this is something I 
wanted to do, it just felt right.” 
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Foligno will likely be the Leafs' big addition ahead of this trade deadline, 
arriving at the cost of a late first-round draft pick and two fourth-round 
selections. The price was so high because Dubas involved a third-party 
broker in San Jose to acquire the defensive-minded winger at 25 per cent 
of his remaining cap hit. 

What it didn’t do is remove anyone from the roster of the NHL’s third-best 
team by points percentage, nor any of the organization’s top prospects. 

Dubas has spent the better part of a month searching out a specific 
upgrade — a left-winger to skate alongside John Tavares and William 
Nylander on the second line. It loomed as a big hole while a makeshift list 
of internal candidates cycled through the open spot and the trio failed to 
gain traction, particularly because the team’s top-heavy roster is 
designed to overwhelm opponents with its talent and depth. 

Foligno is an interesting choice, particularly since Taylor Hall was still 
available in Buffalo at that time. 

He brings strong defensive metrics, kills penalties and isn’t a high-end 
finisher or play-driver like many of his new teammates. At 33, he’s a 
veteran of more than 1,000 NHL games who is still willing to play with an 
edge and even drop the gloves occasionally. And like Joe Thornton, 
Jason Spezza and Wayne Simmonds, he’s a high-character player 
joining the Leafs hoping to get his hands on the Stanley Cup for the first 
time. 

“I’m looking forward to joining that,” said Foligno, who will wear No. 71 
just like his father did in Toronto. “I think it lines up mentally with where 
I’m at and what I feel is necessary to win hockey games.” 

This acquisition continues an evolution of the Leafs roster that started 
after last summer’s five-game loss to Columbus. They scored just three 
even-strength goals in that series and Foligno soaked up big defensive 
minutes against Auston Matthews, Mitchell Marner, Zach Hyman and 
Tavares at 5-on-5 without being on the ice for one against. 

The Blue Jackets held an edge in shots, 41-40, and a 4-0 lead in goals 
during Foligno’s 80 minutes of ice time in that series. But the Leafs 
earned his respect. 

“In playing them last year in the bubble and just seeing the team — how 
young they were, but also just how dangerous they were — and I felt like 
they were a team that learned a lot about themselves,” Foligno said. 

Squeezed by a tight cap position and with a desire to change the makeup 
of his group, Dubas dealt away middle-six forwards Kasperi Kapanen 
and Andreas Johnsson in the off-season while going bargain shopping 
up front. It was a rebalancing of how the money was spent, but it left the 
Leafs looking to replace some of what was lost ahead of Monday’s 
deadline. 

“In the summer we had to move out some forwards that were good 
forwards for us in order to add on the back end and thus we feel like 
that’s an area where we may want to look at a little bit more,” Dubas told 
reporters last month. 

He unloaded a meaningful number of futures to complete this trade — a 
sign of how heavily Foligno was pursued in the marketplace. But the 
Leafs are in a win-now frame of mind and they needed Columbus to 
retain 50 per cent of Foligno’s $5.5-million cap hit before the Sharks 
retained an additional 50 per cent. 

Adding a player like Foligno for $1.375-million on the cap came at a 
premium because you’d never be able to do it through free agency. 

It also left the Leafs with enough wiggle room to add goaltender David 
Rittich (at 50 per cent of his cap hit) in a later trade with Calgary while 
preserving space to continue shopping for more depth before 3 p.m. ET 
on Monday. 

Barring something completely unforeseen, this was Dubas’s big swing. 
The 2021 first-round pick he sent to Columbus is likely to fall somewhere 
between 25th and 31st overall in an unpredictable draft where many 
prospects have barely played, and the fourth-rounders sent to the Blue 

Jackets and Sharks are lottery tickets he can afford to part with while 
trying to get his group over the top. 

Foligno is a pending unrestricted free agent who is likely to head straight 
back to Columbus in July — “yeah that’s always open,” he said — so his 
impact on the Leafs will be measured by the 10 or so regular-season 
games he plays after entering Canada and serving a seven-day 
quarantine and whatever happens in the playoffs. 

There’s risk baked-in to any rental trade, but he was exactly what the 
Leafs were looking for in this uncertain financial climate. 

“Usually you’d put a premium on getting a player that has future years 
[under contract],” Dubas said. “It’s a little bit more complex this year 
knowing that very likely it’s going to be at $81.5[-million] again, the cap. 

“So it’s a rare time where probably a rental is the better fit.” 

Foligno is a known quantity in these parts and he’s got a chance to add a 
special chapter to his family’s story here. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Rittich’s Cinderella story begins new chapter after trade to 
Maple Leafs 

 

Eric Francis 

April 12, 2021, 1:02 AM 

 

No one should be surprised the Flames gave the wave to Big Save Dave. 

There was never much of a chance David Rittich was going to re-sign 
with the Calgary Flames after the club signed Jacob Markstrom to a six-
year, $36 million pact last fall. 

There was also very little possibility the 28-year-old Czech-born 
character was going to see much action the rest of the season given 
Darryl Sutter’s penchant for riding his marquee goalie. 

So, once Brad Treliving established a surprisingly healthy market for the 
former all-star it only made sense to cash in, as the Flames did late 
Sunday by trading Rittich to the Toronto Maple Leafs for a third-round 
pick in 2022. 

The Flames agreed to pay half of Rittich’s remaining $2.75 million salary 
to make the deal work. 

The next time the Flames see the popular backup he might be facing his 
old mates as early as Tuesday night in Toronto. 

Rittich’s last start with the Flames came last Sunday in a 4-2 loss to 
Toronto, a team that likely had keen interest in him given how well he’s 
played against the Leafs throughout his 130-game career. 

This year alone he shut out the Leafs in Toronto and played brilliantly in 
two close losses in which the Flames scored just two goals. 

Asked last Sunday if he wondered about the possibility it might have 
been his last game with the only NHL team he’s ever played for, the 
typically jovial fellow bristled. 

“Don’t try to make a story here,” snapped the backup netminder, whose 
record is 4-7-1 on the season. “This is my team and I want to stay with 
this team as long as I can. I’m not even looking at the trade deadline.” 

With the team losing eight of nine before Saturday’s win Treliving was 
duty-bound to see if he could get anything better than mid-round picks for 
spare parts like his underperforming backup goalie or depth forwards like 
Derek Ryan and Sam Bennett. 
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So far so good, as the GM tries to salvage something -- anything -- from 
this disastrous season before Monday’s 1 p.m. MT trade deadline. 

Rittich became a bit of a folk hero in Calgary shortly after being signed to 
a two-way deal out of the Czech Extraliga in 2016. 

After half a season in Stockton the undrafted European revelation was 
the Flames’ best netminder the first half of his next three campaigns, 
earning him a trip to the all-star game last season. 

Alas, each year he faded in the second half, opening the door for 
Treliving to go all-in for Markstrom this fall. 

As a pending unrestricted free agent the die was cast on Rittich’s future, 
as it was clear he’d have to move elsewhere this summer to chase his 
dreams of being a starter. 

Unsurprisingly, the dressing room favourite still arrived with a great 
attitude, remaining a good soldier despite a muted role from the one that 
had him battling for top spot a year earlier with Cam Talbot. 

Asked last week if he felt he’d settled into his new role, he shrugged. 

“I don’t know, I hope it’s not bad, but I don’t have enough wins and that’s 
all that matters,” said the emotional goalkeeper, known around the 
league for his animated celebrations and kissing his posts. “Probably not 
good enough.” 

He was right -- it wasn’t. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

If the Flames were to have made a push for the playoffs this year it would 
have required him to post a winning record and a GAA better than the 
2.90 he sported this season with a .904 save percentage. 

He finishes his five-year run in Calgary with a 63-39-15 record, with a 
.908 save percentage and 2.83 goals-against average. It’s an amazing 
success story for a late-blooming player and for a team rewarded for 
seeking alternative solutions to filling the game’s most demanding 
position. 

However, once the team went the more traditional route, by opening up 
its wallet for a proven star like Markstrom, Rittich’s Cinderella story would 
clearly have to continue elsewhere. 

That place is Toronto, where fans are particularly hard on any goalie not 
named Jack Campbell or David Ayres. 

Turning him into a third-rounder was made possible by the age-old 
questions surrounding Frederik Andersen and his recent lower-body 
injury. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks trade deadline preview: How will COVID 
outbreak impact plans? 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

April 11, 2021, 10:47 AM 

 

The Vancouver Canucks’ season was a COVID outbreak shy of a 
disaster. And then they got COVID-19, right before the NHL trade 
deadline. 

The good news is the 19 players from their NHL roster on the league’s 
COVID protocol list are moving into the recovery phase of their illnesses, 
and although some have been quite sick, none required hospitalization. 

But most of the trade chips general manager Jim Benning possessed 
were on that list, which is not a selling point for other teams. 

“The timing impacts things a bit for them, but I don’t think it has 
eliminated interest entirely,” a rival NHL executive told Sportsnet. “It 
depends on how much you want the player.” 

And it also depends on Benning, who said Friday that with everything his 
players have been through the last couple of weeks, he isn’t inclined to 
try trading them now. 

“I didn’t think there would be a lot of trades anyway,” another manager 
said. “It’s just so hard to move money, even for a rental. I think trades are 
going to be down by at least 60 per cent. With all their (Canucks) players 
in protocol, that probably makes it even tougher for them.” 

When they emerge from their coronavirus shutdown, the Canucks will be 
asked by the NHL to play 19 games in a month – with players hollowed 
out by COVID-19. So, yeah, they could use some fresh bodies. But those 
aren’t likely to be arriving from other organizations before the deadline. 

Here's a closer look at where Vancouver stands ahead of Monday's 
deadline. 

Canucks Restricted Free Agents 

Elias Pettersson, C, 22, $925k 

Quinn Hughes, D, 21, $917k 

Olli Juolevi, D, 22, $863k 

Adam Gaudette, C/RW, 24, $950k 

Marc Michaelis, C/LW, 25, $700k 

Jayce Hawryluk, LW, 25, $800k 

Canucks Unrestricted Free Agents 

Alex Edler, D, 34, $6 million 

Brandon Sutter, C, 32, $4.375 million 

Travis Hamonic, D, 30, $1.25 million 

Jordie Benn, D, 33, $2 million 

Jimmy Vesey, RW, 27, $900k 

Travis Boyd, C, 27, $700k 

Jalen Chatfield, D, 24, $700k 

Canucks Draft Picks 

2021: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

2022: 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Team Needs 

For the Canucks’ rebuilt foundation, Benning has drafted, developed or 
acquired a handful of excellent core pieces at the top of the roster. But 
his failure to build out the lineup, spending too much money on depth 
players who have offered diminished returns over time, has been costly 
literally and figuratively. 

The Canucks' bottom-six forwards, especially, need to be stronger. The 
good news is nearly all of those expensive, aging pieces are coming off 
the payroll this summer and next. The bad news is that in the short-term, 
the Canucks could be even worse as they don't have enough NHL-ready 
prospects to fill all the needs on the third and fourth lines. The Canucks 
need depth. 

Potential Assets to Move 

Asset 1: C Brandon Sutter 
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Under “normal” deadline circumstances, Sutter would be coveted as a 
rental. He is a right-shot centre on an expiring contract who wins faceoffs 
(55.5 per cent this season), kills penalties, defends leads, can chip in a 
little offensively and has played more than 800 NHL games. His salary is 
expensive and Sutter isn’t the fastest skater, but acquiring teams will be 
looking for two months, not two years, out of him. Sutter has a modified 
no-trade clause. 

Asset 2: D Alex Edler 

Edler would have been traded at the deadline two years ago but declined 
to waive his no-movement clause and instead re-signed for a two-year 
term that was club friendly. The career Canuck would like another 
contract in Vancouver for next season. 

Coming out of COVID, Edler isn’t likely to be any keener than he was two 
years ago to pack up and move away for a couple of months. But if he’s 
open to a trade, the 34-year-old is a big-bodied defenceman proficient in 
a matchup role, can play special teams and has demonstrated 
heightened physicality at playoff time. The most unappealing thing about 
him is his $6-million cap hit. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Listen and Subscribe for free 

| Marek on Twitter 

| Friedman on Twitter 

Asset 3: C/RW Adam Gaudette and RW Jake Virtanen 

Yes, we know these are two players not one asset, but they fall into the 
same category: youngish forwards who haven’t (yet) fulfilled expectations 
in Vancouver, may need a new start elsewhere and have enough upside 
to generate interest. 

The 24-year-olds are having awful seasons offensively – just four goals 
apiece – but possess some offensive tools. As a soon-to-be RFA, 
Gaudette is probably easier to move. Virtanen has another year at a cap 
hit of $2.55 million. 

Asset 4: D Travis Hamonic and D Jordie Benn 

Staying with the two-horse asset entry, we’re including Hamonic and 
Benn because both are experienced, robust, competent defencemen 
who traditionally are popular with strong teams trying to bulk up on depth 
before potentially-long Stanley Cup playoff runs. At age 30, Hamonic is 
the younger and better player. But he has an NMC and probably wasn’t 
going to waive it even before he went into COVID protocol. 

Benn, 33, has a modified NTC. He was one of the few Canucks who 
didn’t get sick – his bout with the coronavirus came at the start of the 
season – and may view a trade as a head start to trying to extend his 
career with another contract after this one. 

Remaining Time -5:04 

Trade Deadline Matchmaker: Perfect targets for buying Canadian teams 

Seattle Expansion Considerations 

The Canucks solved their only expansion-protection problem when they 
allowed veteran goalie Jacob Markstrom to walk in free agency last fall 
and gave prospect Thatcher Demko the chance to seize the starting role, 
which he has done impressively and emphatically. Vancouver has no 
protection issues, which puts it in a position to try capitalizing on teams 
that do – cap claustrophobia notwithstanding. With expensive new 
contracts due for RFAs Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes, Benning has 
to be wary of every dollar he takes on. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers trade deadline preview: Edmonton lacking flexibility 
for big moves 

 

Mark Spector 

April 11, 2021, 9:44 AM 

 

EDMONTON — Ken Holland doesn’t need depth forwards. Or 
defencemen. Or a goalie. It’s not that the ones he has can’t be improved 
upon, but like a guy with four cars, even if they may not all be Ferraris, 
his garage is packed full just the same. 

What he needs is a top-six left winger and a trusty, draw-winning, right-
shot third-line centre. And frankly, without dealing a high draft pick or 
good prospect, he probably doesn’t have the cap space to trade for either 
one of those assets. 

So Holland will work the trade deadline with handcuffs on, due to the fact 
that Edmonton’s reliance on Long Term Injured Reserve this season — 
owing to Oscar Klefbom’s injury — leaves the Oilers as a “dollar in dollar 
out” team. 

That means they must shed every dollar in salary that they bring in when 
making any trade, an almost impossible task at a time of year when 
sellers are looking picks and prospects, not James Neal. 

How does that work? We asked the experts at PuckPedia to explain: 

“Normally, cap hits are pro-rated by season days and cap space accrues. 
With 25 per cent of days left, a $4-million player only counts $1 million for 
the new team, increasing the deadline buying power. However, there is 
no pro-rating or accruing space in LTIR. Therefore, instead of needing 
space for 25 per cent of a player’s cap hit, an LTIR team needs to fit 100 
per cent of the AAV. The Oilers are already maxed out.” 

He may land the centre — there are a few out there — but he’ll be easily 
out-bid, it sounds like. After sending two two second-round picks out at 
last season’s deadline, Holland is draft-pick poor this time around. 

We don’t mean to rain on anyone’s parade here, but the fact that Holland 
does not have picks in the second, third or fifth rounds of the 2021 draft 
— plus the LTIR issues — severely hinders his flexibility at the deadline. 

However, you never know. Just in case Holland finds a way out of jail, 
here’s a look at his needs and wants at the deadline. 

Home of the Oilers 

Stream every Edmonton Oilers game this season with Sportsnet NOW. 
Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Restricted free agents 

• Kailer Yamamoto, 22, $895,000 

• Jujhar Khaira, 26, $1.2 million 

• Dominik Kahun, 25, $975,000 

• Devin Shore, 26, $700,00 

Unrestricted free agents 

• Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, 27, $6 million 

• Tyson Barrie, 29, $3.75 million 

• Adam Larsson, 28, $2.18 million 
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• Alex Chiasson, 30, $2.15 million 

• Tyler Ennis, 31, $1 million 

• Gaetan Haas, 29, $915,000 

• Joakim Nygard, 28, $875,000 

• Mike Smith, 39, $1.5 million 

• Slater Koekkoek, 27, $850,000 

Draft picks 

2021: 1st, 4th, 6th, PIT 6th, 7th 

2022: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Needs 

Let’s talk needs, and not get bogged down with the realities of Holland’s 
paralyzing cap situation. 

With a relatively deep blue-line, Edmonton’s two primary needs are clear: 
A third-line centre — good in the faceoff circle and preferably right-
handed — and a top-six left winger, most likely for Leon Draisaitl 
(assuming Nugent-Hopkins plays with Connor McDavid). 

Right now, Edmonton has place holders on LW2 in Dominik Kahun and 
Tyler Ennis, and centres Jujhar Khaira and Gaetan Haas at 3C. But 
neither winger is an elite finisher befitting one of the game’s better set-up 
men in Draisaitl, and both centres would be awesome as 4C’s, but don’t 
have the offence a good third-line centre requires. 

This is why Calgary’s Derek Ryan remains a candidate, a pending UFA 
with a $3.125 AAV. Holland would have to get Calgary to eat part of that, 
and then decide if the draft pick the Flames require meets his eye. Ditto 
on Detroit’s Luke Glendening, another veteran, right-shot centre who 
could take some faceoff pressure off of Draisaitl and perhaps run a more 
potent third-line in Edmonton, though we’re hearing that ship may have 
sailed. 

Scott Laughton is a left-shot centre that could be available from Philly. 
Right now, the Oilers only right-handed centre is Gaetan Haas, and he is 
a sub-45% faceoff winner. With McDavid and Draisaitl both lefties the 
Oilers need some help from the right side, a small but important element 
in the post-season. Glendening, 31 and a pending UFA, makes $1.8 
million, while the pending UFA Laughton is at $2.3 million. 

Another name out there is UFA Brandon Sutter in Vancouver, who is 
coming off of COVID protocol. In an injury-plagued career, Sutter has 
found his health this season (mostly) and is better offensively. Of course, 
his price tag is daunting, at $4.375 million. 

As for left wingers, what about Ottawa’s Ryan Dzingel? His 20-goal 
seasons are a few years removed, but… 

Oilers' Holland not open to trading first round pick for rental 

Potential assets to move 

Edmonton is draft-pick poor, as seen above, unless Holland is willing to 
dig into his 2022 stock to sweeten a deal. And they’re not loaded with 
forward prospects either, so if he is to send a young player or prospect 
out, it will be a blue-liner. That player will come from this crop: 

Dmitry Samorukov — Loaned to Red Army for his 21-year-old season, 
Samorukov blew out his shoulder after 48 games, ending his campaign. 
He is still an unknown talent, but among a glut of left-shot defencemen 
that could be had. 

Caleb Jones — With lefties Samorukov, first-rounder Philip Broberg and 
William Lagesson in the organization in various stages of development, if 
Jones can sweeten a deal for a right-now forward we think the Oilers 
would bite. 

Ethan Bear — This is a player who would have to bring back a top-six left 
winger or true 3C whose contract status leaves him in club control for a 
while. It’s almost impossible that Bears gets moved before a playoff run, 
but for the right guy, the Oilers might trade Bear and open the door for 
Evan Bouchard to get some minutes. 

Seattle Expansion Considerations 

Very likely a “7 and 3” team, the Oilers will leave some hefty contracts 
open like everyone else, with little chance the Kraken relieve them of a 
Neal, a Mikko Koskinen, a Kyle Turris — or less unlikely a Kris Russell or 
Zack Kassian. 

The Oilers do not have such pressing expansion issues that it should 
force a trade at the deadline. Their issues will be whether or not to 
protect Klefbom, who is coming off shoulder surgery, and if pending 
UFAs Larsson and Barrie become likely targets of Seattle if they are 
signed. 

Bear could prove an issue, if Larsson and Barrie both sign and demand 
protection as part of their deals. The Oilers would protect Nurse, and that 
would leave Bear and Klefbom exposed. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets trade deadline preview: How big is Cheveldayoff 
willing to go? 

 

Ken Wiebe 

April 11, 2021, 9:00 AM 

 

WINNIPEG - The moment of truth has arrived for Kevin Cheveldayoff and 
the Winnipeg Jets. 

With his team riding a three-game winning streak and back in second 
place in the North Division, the Jets general manager has surveyed the 
landscape and taken stock of which players are available leading into 
Monday’s NHL trade deadline. 

With the Tampa Bay Lightning and Florida Panthers among the teams to 
make pre-emptive strikes to bolster their respective defence corps, it 
won’t take long to find out what the Jets are going to do. 

Long before Saturday’s decisive 5-0 victory over the Montreal 
Canadiens, the belief was that the Jets would be looking to add at least 
one player on the back end. 

What’s still not abundantly clear is whether the Jets are going to pull the 
trigger on a deal for a top-four D-man or if they look at adding a depth 
piece instead. 

It’s entirely possible they do both, depending on what happens with the 
prices. 

David Savard was a player who piqued the interest of the Jets before 
ending up with the Lightning, but the belief is that the Jets are looking to 
add a blue-liner with term if they take a bigger swing. 

Ultimately, the price tag for Savard was simply too high. 

Although the Jets value prospects and draft picks, Cheveldayoff has 
shown at past deadlines that he’s willing to spend premium assets on 
what he considers to be high-end players at a position of need. 

Although the Toronto Maple Leafs have established a six-point cushion 
at the top of the North Division, the Jets are right in the heart of the race 
and when you consider the age and experience level of the Jets' core 
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group, it would surprise no one if Cheveldayoff made an impact move to 
trying and strengthen his team’s chances. 

In recent years, when the Jets believed they had an opportunity to make 
a significant upgrade, Cheveldayoff took a swing. 

Look no further than the addition of Paul Stastny from the St. Louis Blues 
in 2018 and Kevin Hayes from the New York Rangers in 2019. 

There’s an additional layer for the Jets - and many other teams that are 
currently dipping into the LTIR (Long Term Injury Reserve) pool - to 
consider this time around. 

Creativity will be required when it comes to those salary cap 
complications, as the Jets have just over $3.5 million available to them in 
that LTIR pool right now. 

That number could rise another $1.25 million if defenceman Nathan 
Beaulieu is moved to LTIR after undergoing season-ending shoulder 
surgery. 

With the Jets in the midst of a five-game road trip, with the next game 
coming on Monday against the Ottawa Senators, the needs at the top of 
the wish list aren’t overly difficult to identify. 

Unlike the past three deadlines, the Jets won’t be looking to address the 
second-line centre position. 

The off-season acquisition of Stastny from the Vegas Golden Knights 
and the in-season move to obtain Pierre-Luc Dubois from the Columbus 
Blue Jackets already took care of that. 

The Jets won’t likely be focusing on the forward position in a potential 
trade, but with captain Blake Wheeler sidelined indefinitely after being 
diagnosed with a concussion, there’s always a chance some additional 
depth will be brought in before the deadline passes. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Which brings us back to the moment of truth for Cheveldayoff. 

How much is he willing to spend and what kind of assets is he willing to 
part with? 

Although it’s considered to be a buyer’s market - given the limited 
number of teams with either the flexibility to add salary or the green light 
to take on additional expenses during this pandemic season - the 
remaining headliners would still come at a considerable cost. 

To put that into the simplest terms, it means a team like the Jets is 
probably going to have to be willing to part with a prized prospect and/or 
a first-rounder in either 2021 or 2022 to secure another blockbuster deal. 

The price tag goes down if Cheveldayoff opts for a depth piece or two 
instead of taking that big swing. 

What is the tipping point ultimately going to be? 

That’s the decision that must be made before Cheveldayoff makes his 
best offer and finds out whether the price is actually going to be enough. 

Here's a closer look at what Winnipeg is working with heading into 
Monday's deadline. 

Financial situation 

Cap Hit: $83,657,942 

LTIR Pool: $5,291,667 

Current LTIR Available Space: $3,542,501 (could rise by $1.25 million if 
Nathan Beaulieu is placed on LTIR) 

Courtesy of Capfriendly 

RFAs 

• C/LW Andrew Copp, 26, $2.28 million (has arbitration rights) 

• D Neal Pionk, 25, $3 million (has arbitration rights) 

• D Logan Stanley, 22, $1.08 million 

• G Eric Comrie, 25, $700,000 (has arbitration rights) 

UFAs 

• C Paul Stastny, 35, $6.5 million 

• C Adam Lowry, 27, $2.916 million 

• LW Mathieu Perreault, 33, $4.15 million 

• C Nate Thompson, 36, $750,000 

• RW Trevor Lewis, 34, $750,000 

• C Dominic Toninato, 27, $700,000 

• D Derek Forbort, 29, $1 million 

• D Tucker Poolman, 27. $715,000 

• G Laurent Brossoit, 27, $1.5 million 

Draft picks 

2021: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 5th, 6th 

2022: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 3rd (Columbus Blue Jackets), 5th, 6th, 7th 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Needs 

Right now, the Jets are set in goal and have ample depth up front (even 
without Wheeler). Adding a defenceman or two is the most likely 
outcome. 

The belief is that the Jets prefer a player with some term on his deal or 
some element of team control (perhaps a pending RFA), though that 
could change depending on whether or not an unexpected player ends 
up on the trade market - like in 2018 when the Jets acquired Stastny. 

The primary target in 2021 was thought to be Mattias Ekholm of the 
Nashville Predators, but he’s essentially been pulled off the market - or 
the potential cost of acquisition has skyrocketed) since his team has 
played well enough to get above the playoff line in the Central Division. 

Jamie Oleksiak would be a target if the Dallas Stars make him available, 
but that's also unlikely, even if he's a pending UFA. 

A player with term on his deal who could make sense for the Jets is 
Anaheim Ducks blue-liner Josh Manson. The 29-year-old has one 
season left at $4.1 million and has bounced back nicely after missing 
considerable time with an oblique injury. 

Connor Murphy of the Chicago Blackhawks is another player to keep an 
eye on. The Blackhawks are likely to protect Duncan Keith and Nikita 
Zadorov in the Seattle Kraken expansion draft, so that leaves the third 
choice between Murphy and Calvin de Haan. 

Should the Blackhawks be leaning towards protecting de Haan, Murphy 
is a guy who makes a lot of sense for the Jets. 

Murphy, 28, would bring a nice blend of size and mobility, while also 
playing with some edge. He has one season left on a deal that carries an 
AAV of $3.85 million (salary of $4 million) before becoming an 
unrestricted free agent. 

Ryan Murray of the New Jersey Devils is having a solid season and is 
known for his ability to move the puck and defend, but he’s on an 
expiring contract (with an AAV of $4.6 million) and is a pending UFA. The 
second-overall pick in the 2012 NHL Draft has managed to overcome 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 12, 2021 

 

some run of misfortune on the injury front during his time with the Blue 
Jackets to chip in 10 assists in 31 games this season. 

Murray, 27, primarily plays the left side, while Manson (who has a 
modified no-trade clause) or Murphy could fill a spot on the right in the 
top-four. 

When it comes to guys who fall more into the third pairing or depth 
category, Mike Reilly of the Ottawa Senators, or Ben Hutton of the Ducks 
might be on the radar. 

A reunion with Dmitry Kulikov (Devils) could also merit some 
consideration, given the type of season he’s having. 

Potential Assets To Move 

Despite some recent strains on the draft, development and retention 
model, the Jets appear ready to consider moving their first-rounder in 
2021 or 2022 for a high-end acquisition on the back end. 

Given the calibre of player the Jets seem to be exploring to bolster the 
top two pairings, a first-rounder looks like it’s just going to be the starting 
point, not the sole piece required to close the deal. 

Top defence prospect Ville Heinola is squarely in the untouchable 
category, while fellow blue-liner Dylan Samberg and versatile forward 
Cole Perfetti probably aren’t far behind him. 

For the time being, let’s operate under the premise that Perfetti is not 
available either because the Jets are a bit thinner when it comes to 
forward prospects, especially at centre (even if he might break into the 
NHL as a winger). 

Asset No. 1 

D Dylan Samberg - The second-rounder from the 2017 NHL Draft is 
enjoying a steady season as a rookie pro. Although he missed the last 
three games with an injury, Samberg is playing big minutes and while his 
offensive production has been limited, that’s not an indicator of the type 
of performance he’s been delivering at 22 years old. 

In a recent interview, Manitoba Moose head coach Pascal Vincent was 
raving about the strides Samberg is taking. Given his size, mobility and 
puck-moving ability, Samberg projects to fill a Top-4 job, likely in a 
shutdown role. The Jets aren’t shopping Samberg by any means and 
they still view him as a critical part of their long-term plans, but you can 
be sure he’s the type of player teams are asking for when Cheveldayoff 
makes an inquiry. 

The two-time NCAA Frozen Four champion from his time with the 
University of Minnesota-Duluth Bulldogs should be ready for full-time 
NHL duty by next season. He’s got a high ceiling even if he’s not going to 
be a big point producer and the only reason his name would potentially 
be under consideration internally is because the Jets could feel they have 
some organizational depth in the pool at left defence. 

In addition to Logan Stanley, Heinola and Samberg, the Jets have 2018 
fifth-rounder Declan Chisholm also playing well as a rookie pro in the 
AHL. Samberg won’t likely be moved, unless it’s for a top talent with 
some term left on his deal. 

Asset 2: 

LW Kristian Vesalainen - The Finnish forward has clearly taken strides in 
his development, showing well during an eight-game audition before he 
was assigned to the AHL. The 2017 first-rounder can skate and shoot 
and looks much more comfortable than he did when he made his debut 
during the 2018-19 season. 

He projects to be a middle-six forward and he’s exempt from the 
expansion draft, which could enhance his value to a team with protection 
issues. 

Asset 3: 

LW/C Jansen Harkins - Just last season, the versatile forward was one of 
those heartwarming stories, a prospect that showed incredible 
determination and forced his way back into the equation as he rose from 
AHL scoring leader to a job as an NHL regular who saw spot duty in the 
top-six. 

Harkins showcased his dogged determination and playmaking ability and 
appeared in three qualifying round games. But he was slowed in training 
camp by a lower-body issue and he’s been limited to 14 games this 
season, recently returning from a lengthy run of healthy scratches after 
the injury to Wheeler. 

Asset 4: 

D Sami Niku - Although some progress has been made in terms of his 
development, Niku has spent most of this season as the seventh or 
eighth D-man. Considering Stanley is establishing himself with increased 
opportunity on the third pairing with Dylan DeMelo and the two top 
prospects are already knocking on the door in Heinola and Samberg, the 
Finnish blue-liner looks like he could be a sweetener in any deal. The 
mobile blue-liner has been limited to six games this season and hasn’t 
played since Mar. 1. 

Rogers Hometown Hockey 

This season, home is where the hockey is. Experience Rogers 
Hometown Hockey. 

The expectation is that the Jets will go with the 7-3-1 format and the 
majority of the decisions are pretty straightforward. 

Connor Hellebuyck will be the goalie protected, while the seven spots up 
front appear to be spoken for, with Wheeler, Mark Scheifele, Nikolaj 
Ehlers, Kyle Connor, Dubois, Andrew Copp and Mason Appleton 
headlining the list. 

Where things could get complicated would be if the Jets are able to work 
out an extension for Adam Lowry and/or Stastny. 

For those who suggest the Jets should just wait until after the expansion 
draft is held before signing either player, it’s a fine theory - unless the 
Jets were unable to close the deal or were outbid by another team. 

There’s a rolling-the-dice element to that approach and it’s doubtful the 
Jets want it to reach that stage. 

On the back end, it’s been believed for quite some time that the logical 
candidates to protect are Neal Pionk, Josh Morrissey and DeMelo. 

What role will the development of Stanley — the towering third-year pro 
and 2016 first-rounder — have in the proceedings, given his size and skill 
set? 

It's certainly possible he could wind up being protected given his 
progression, especially when you consider what the Jets have already 
invested in him. 

And how might a potential new acquisition fit in the grand scheme of 
things, depending on whether the player has term on his contract or is 
viewed as more of a rental who could also choose to stick around like 
Drew Stafford did after he was acquired from the Sabres in 2015. 

The Jets were one of the teams to swing a side deal with the Golden 
Knights back in 2017 and it wasn’t as costly as some of the ones made 
by other teams. 

The cost of protecting veteran defenceman Toby Enstrom (who agreed to 
waive his no-movement clause) ended up being reasonable - dropping 
11 spots in the first round of the 2017 draft and giving up a third-round 
pick in 2019 in order for the Golden Knights to select pending UFA 
forward Chris Thorburn (who didn’t sign with Vegas). 

It would not be a surprise if the Jets try to work out a deal with Kraken 
GM Ron Francis once again, but what seems apparent is the Jets are 
likely to lose a solid player - which is essentially the intention of trying to 
allow Seattle to ice a competitive team. 
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So while the expansion draft is definitely a consideration, it shouldn’t 
serve as a major impediment for the Jets when it comes to trying to 
finalize a big deal. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Trade Deadline FAQ: Where to watch, what to know 

 

Emily Sadler 

April 11, 2021, 10:03 AM 

 

Trade deadline season is upon is, and with it comes plenty of rumours, 
speculation, and big questions. 

Here's what you need to know to prepare for Monday's deadline. 

When is the trade deadline? 

Monday, April 12, 2021. General managers have until 3 p.m. ET to make 
trades. 

Who's buying? Who's selling? 

The Buffalo Sabres are wide open for business, as are the New Jersey 
Devils, who have already shipped off two of their most trade-eligible 
forwards (Kyle Palmieri and Travis Zajac) to the New York Islanders. 
Detroit, Columbus, Ottawa, and Anaheim are also among this year's 
most motivated sellers. 

Meanwhile, the Toronto Maple Leafs, Colorado Avalanche, Florida 
Panthers, Carolina Hurricanes, and aforementioned Islanders are among 
this year's biggest buyers. Montreal was said to be done buying after 
they brought in Eric Staal from Buffalo, but an injury to Brendan 
Gallagher opened up some new-found cap space and we all know Marc 
Bergevin isn't afraid to be bold. Minnesota GM Bill Guerin indicated 
earlier this week he's not prepared to sacrifice the future to win now, but 
you've got to wonder if he rewards his players by bringing in a big asset 
for a playoff run. 

The cap crunch isn't coming. It's already here. 

Among the most-used words around the NHL these days are "flat" and 
"cap." We won't wholly grasp the full financial ramifications of the 
pandemic-induced revenue losses in and around the NHL (and 
everywhere) for some time to come, but one piece of the fallout is the flat 
cap. Halted at $81.5 million and showing no signs of imminent growth, 
GMs have their hands full trying to balance the books. We're seeing the 
effects of that at the deadline, with a market that's been slow to heat up 
and salary retention a must for anyone looking to sell. 

And then there are the wild-card clubs: Teams like Nashville, 
Philadelphia, St. Louis, and Arizona have been up and down the 
standings and have some big decisions to make in the coming days 
about how they navigate the playoff push. The Calgary Flames are one 
to watch, too -- GM Brad Treliving's not one to make big deadline deals, 
but with a roster shakeup looking like a summertime certainty, it's 
possible he starts that process a little earlier than expected. 

Who are some the top players that could be traded? 

Taylor Hall was by far the biggest name available, but Sportsnet's Elliotte 
Friedman reported late Sunday night that the Bruins had won those 
sweepstakes. Mike Hoffman (STL) and Rickard Rakell (ANA) are among 
others we'll be closely watching. 

On defence, it's all about depth. Columbus's David Savard was the big 
name here, and he's now off to Tampa Bay. Brandon Montour was also 
dealt this weekend -- he's headed from Buffalo to Florida -- while his old 

Ducks teammate Josh Manson (ANA) and perhaps Jamie Oleksiak 
(DAL) could also be moved by Monday. 

The goalie market is pretty deep this year with Detroit's Jonathan Bernier, 
and one of the Blue Jackets' duo (Elvis Merzlikins and Joonas Korpisalo) 
among them. The first off the board is Devan Dubnyk, who's now a 
member of the Avalanche, while the Maple Leafs shored up their depth in 
net by acquiring David Rittich from the Flames. 

What can we expect from Canadian teams? 

Our insiders have all seven Canadian clubs' deadline outlooks covered. 
Read those primers here: 

Vancouver | Calgary | Edmonton | Winnipeg | Toronto | Ottawa | Montreal 

What's the latest on the Canadian quarantine protocol? 

Any player arriving in Canada from an American team will need to 
undergo a seven-day quarantine, during which they will undergo regular 
COVID-19 testing. 

Last month, the federal government approved an amendment to the 
mandatory player protocol for NHLers entering Canada, reducing the 
quarantine period from 14 days (the standard quarantine time for anyone 
entering Canada) to seven. Forward Eric Staal, traded from Buffalo to 
Montreal on March 26, was the first player to subject to this new 
shortened quarantine period. 

How much is this summer's Seattle expansion draft affecting the 
deadline? 

As Chris Johnston wrote earlier this week, we've already seen a shift in 
how teams do business thanks to the NHL's 32nd team. While the flat 
salary cap saw GMs around the league hesitant to write big cheques in 
free agency, no-move clauses were particularly hard to come by as GMs 
tried to afford themselves as much flexibility as possible to navigate 
expansion. 

For those same reasons, it's possible we could see buyers invest more in 
the rental market than in players with term -- it's tough enough hanging 
on to your own assets without adding another. 

For teams who are selling, this deadline is a final opportunity to get 
something in exchange for a player who could be snatched up by Seattle. 

As Johnston wrote: 

    There’s still opportunity for Seattle to short the marketplace, especially 
in a flat-cap environment where teams will be tripping over themselves to 
try and unload contracts. Francis is in a strong position to charge a 
pandemic premium for any meaningful money he’s willing to assume, 
and he’s also permitted to talk trade with his colleagues already -- 
although any deal consummated would only be sealed with a handshake 
subject to the league’s approval in the off-season. 

As a refresher, Seattle will follow the same guidelines as the Vegas 
Golden Knights’ expansion draft back in 2017. They'll select 30 players 
(one from each club, with the exception of Vegas who is exempt from the 
expansion draft), and their player harvest must include 14 forwards, nine 
defencemen and three netminders, with at least 20 of those players 
already under contract for 2021-22. 

Teams can protect up to 11 players, using one of two protections 
schemes: 

• Seven forwards, three defencemen, one goalie for a total of 11 players; 
or 

• Eight skaters (regardless of position, between forward and defence) 
and one goalie for a total of nine players. 

All players whose contracts include no movement clauses at the time of 
the expansion draft must be protected, unless the player chooses to 
waive that NMC. 
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TSN.CA / Foligno says heart told him Toronto the right move 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — The Maple Leafs are all in. 

That’s the message general manager Kyle Dubas sent on Sunday, 
acquiring forward Nick Foligno from the Columbus Blue Jackets for a 
first-round pick in the 2021 NHL Entry Draft and a fourth-round pick in 
2022. Forward Stefan Noesen was also part of the trade. 

It’s a high price to pay for the 33-year-old Foligno, a pending unrestricted 
free agent who has just seven goals and 16 points in 42 games this 
season. But he checks the boxes Dubas was looking to fill ahead of 
Monday’s NHL trade deadline, adding veteran leadership and top-nine 
depth to the team’s forward group.  

"Everything just felt right,” Foligno told reporters on a Zoom call Sunday 
night. “I’m a guy that plays off my gut, my heart. My heart was telling me 
this was the right move, so I went with it. I can tell you from when I said 
this is something I wanted to do, it just felt right. I’m really looking forward 
to just getting there and getting acquainted with everything and then 
hitting the ground running and helping in any way I can.” 

Toronto couldn’t make the money in the deal work without enlisting San 
Jose as an intermediary.  

First, Columbus moved Foligno to the Sharks and agreed to retain 50 per 
cent of his $5.5 million contract in that deal. The Sharks then flipped 
Foligno and Noesen to the Leafs for a fourth-round pick in 2021, and 
retained an additional 25 per cent of Foligno’s salary. That leaves 
Toronto on the hook for $1.375 million of Foligno’s contract.  

The final piece was Foligno’s decision to waive his no-movement clause. 
Having captained the Blue Jackets since 2015, it wasn’t an easy choice 
to say goodbye. But with Columbus sitting well outside the playoff picture 
and Toronto atop the NHL standings, Foligno couldn’t ignore the 
opportunity. 

Consistent with the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols, Foligno will have to serve 
a seven-day quarantine before he can officially join the Leafs. Given the 
present situation surrounding the virus in Ontario, Foligno will also be 
leaving his wife and young family behind in Ohio for the foreseeable 
future.  

That added to the “bittersweet” nature of Foligno’s departure from 
Columbus after nine seasons, but he hopes chasing a Stanley Cup with 
the Leafs will make it worthwhile.  

“It was an emotional couple days,” Foligno said. “I have the utmost 
respect for [Blue Jackets general manager] Jarmo [Kekalainen] and how 
he brought this to my attention. It always comes down to what's best for 
the team but he was able to fill me in on some things and see where I 
was headed and it just fell into place and it worked out to come to 
Toronto. It's pretty exciting, once you've made the decision, but it’s a 
hard day with all the emotion attached to Columbus.” 

Drafted in the first round, 28th overall, by Ottawa in 2006, Foligno has 
spent the bulk of his 14-year career with the Blue Jackets. He’s hit the 
30-goal mark only once, back in 2014-15, and has tallied 482 points in 
950 career games. Foligno has also appeared in 51 postseason 
contests, scoring nine goals and 22 points. 

The Leafs will be counting on Foligno to help them make a long playoff 
run, which is ironic consider how Columbus made Toronto’s postseason 
achingly short last summer. 

The team teams met in a best-of-five qualifying round series in the NHL’s 
bubble and the Blue Jackets came out on top. Foligno even scored the 
empty-netter in Game 5 that ensured Columbus’ victory.  

Despite how Toronto ended that series – being shut out 3-0 – Foligno 
could see they were a club on the rise. That stuck in his head when the 
prospect of Sunday’s trade began materializing over the weekend. 

“In the bubble, just seeing the team and how young they were but also 
how dangerous they were, I felt like they learned a lot about themselves,” 
Foligno said. “Now they just seem to hunker down or find ways to win 
games and I think that's always the sign of good teams in this league, is 
you find a way to win. I just felt like it was a fit for me in the sense of just 
what I can bring and help [with].” 

Foligno hesitated to weigh in on where he might fit in the Leafs’ lineup, 
but the forward left no doubt about what kind of energy he intends to 
bring with him. 

“The biggest thing I'm going to do is just be myself,” he said. "I'm older 
now. I know what I bring and that's the reason why the team brought me 
in. I’m comfortable with [the leadership side] but there's a lot of great 
leaders in that room already, so I'm just there to pull on the rope the 
same way as all those guys are and I think that's the way they trust you, 
when you come in and just work away at it and that's my mentality 
anyway.” 

When Foligno does take the ice in Toronto, he’ll do so wearing No. 71, 
the same number his father, Mike, wore while playing for the Leafs from 
1990 to 1993. Mike played 129 games for Toronto, and was part of the 
team that went to the Eastern Conference Final in 1992-93.  

It was in overtime of Game 6 of that series against Los Angeles that the 
Leafs endured the infamous no-call from referee Kerry Fraser on a high-
stick by Wayne Gretzky to Doug Gilmour, opening the door for the Kings 
to eliminate Toronto in Game 7. 

Foligno still remembers the aftermath of that loss, but is proud to carry on 
the family tradition in Toronto. 

“I'm not a big fan of Kerry Fraser after that,” Foligno joked. “My dad talks 
about that to this day, and [that run] is ingrained into that city. I’m looking 
forward to going on another one, and being the next Foligno to do so and 
joining a great team that has already done a lot of work to get in a 
position to be talked about in that way…as a team that can that can do 
some damage in the playoffs.” 

Foligno already knows a few of the faces he’ll find in Toronto, including 
Jason Spezza, John Tavares and Auston Matthews. Several teammates 
reached out after news of the trade broke, and Foligno was reassured 
that he picked the right landing spot.  

“You can tell how focused that group is on trying to win and the task at 
hand,” he said. “I think it lines up mentally with where I'm at and what I 
feel is necessary to win hockey games, so I'm looking forward to joining a 
team that feels that way and has that same mindset. I'm looking forward 
to pushing and learning and get going in the direction that we all expect it 
to go.” 

By playoff time, Foligno will also see his old Columbus teammate Riley 
Nash in the Leafs’ room. Dubas acquired the veteran centre in another 
deal with the Blue Jackets on Friday, which actually opened the door for 
Foligno to come aboard. Because Nash is out four to six weeks with a 
knee injury, Toronto moved him and Frederik Andersen (lower body) to 
Long-Term Injured Reserve to free up $2.7 million in space. 

What matters now for Foligno is making good on the chance he’ll be 
given with the Leafs, especially knowing how hard those are to come by. 

“It's been a tough year here in Columbus and I take a lot of that 
responsibility,” he said. “So, this is an opportunity that I get that I'm not 
going to waste. For those guys in that locker room that are still here that 
are grinding away, I take it pretty serious. I get a chance to go in and 
continue playing here and have an opportunity and that means a lot to 
me. I'm not going to waste it.” 
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**Note: The Toronto Maple Leafs later announced the acquisition of 
goaltender David Rittich from the Calgary Flames in exchange for a 2022 
third round pick. 
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TSN.CA / Improved team chemistry has Leafs at ease as deadline looms 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

Maple Leafs players enjoyed a day off in Montreal on Sunday. Head 
coach Sheldon Keefe addressed the media via Zoom.  

The trade deadline is only hours away, but you wouldn't know it based on 
the atmosphere around the Leafs.  

"Each year and each team is a little bit different," head coach Sheldon 
Keefe said. "It really hasn't been a factor with this team. The guys are 
just going about their business." 

Toronto has won a season-high six straight games to strengthen its grip 
on first place in the North Division and general manager Kyle Dubas has 
vowed to do his best to improve the roster.  

"It doesn't seem to be weighing on the team in any way or anything like 
that," said Keefe. "Even the curiosity of it isn't much of a factor. The 
schedule's been very busy so there's not a whole lot of time to think 
about much other than your opponent and resting up for the next game 
so I really haven't sensed it being an issue or any of that anxiety." 

Leafs players have consistently stressed they're confident in the current 
roster while highlighting the strong chemistry this year. Jake Muzzin said 
on Saturday that this is the tightest the group has been since he arrived 
in Toronto midway through the 2018-19 season.  

Dubas added veterans like Joe Thornton, Wayne Simmonds and Zach 
Bogosian in the off-season in part because of the personality they would 
bring to the room.  

"Our team is just older, more experienced, not just the players we 
brought in, but all the players who have returned are a year older," Keefe 
noted. "And we've won a lot of games. So, I don't know what comes first, 
but I do know the spirit of our team has been very good and very 
healthy." 

During a mid-season media availability, Dubas said if his team 
responded well to a March slide (1-6-0), it would put more pressure on 
him to make a move. The Leafs have gone 9-0-1 since March 20.  

"Even when we went through that tough stretch, I really felt that the group 
remained confident," said Keefe. "Their personality off the ice and away 
from the games remained the same and that was a very encouraging 
sign for us in what we’re building here and the camaraderie of the group. 
So, that's an important piece. That is a key ingredient to any winning and 
successful team." 

'It really hasn't been a factor': No anxiety around Leafs as deadline nears 

Sheldon Keefe doesn't sense any apprehension around the Leafs with 
the trade deadline looming. "The vibe I get and the conversations I've 
had with the team, it really hasn't been a factor with this season and this 
team," the coach said. "The guys are just going about their business." 
Management focused on improving the spirit of the team in the off-
season and that is paying off now, Keefe noted. 

After staying off the ice Tuesday (travel day) and Thursday (day off), the 
team also opted not to skate on Sunday.  

"Just a matter of us managing the schedule," Keefe explained. "Not just 
what we've been through to this point, but what's coming. A busy 
schedule here with back-to-back games and not a lot of time before we 
play again and before long we're travelling West so lots of games 
coming. Our practice time will be very limited over the next little while." 

Toronto plays in Montreal on Monday and then returns home to host 
Calgary on Tuesday and Winnipeg on Thursday before heading West for 
a pair of games in Vancouver and then three in Winnipeg.   

There will be plenty of days on the road in April so why did the Leafs 
travel to Montreal after Saturday's game instead of getting another night 
at home?  

"The biggest factor is probably Masters Sunday," Keefe explained with a 
smile. "It's probably as big a day as there is on the calendar for a lot of 
our guys and wanted to make sure our travel didn't disrupt their ability to 
watch that. So, that's really it." 

Last season, Frederik Andersen, William Nylander, Muzzin and Kasperi 
Kapanen played Augusta National during the team's bye week. 

"We'll probably be pretty obnoxious to watch the Masters with," Andersen 
said back then. "Definitely some fond memories." 

Leafs arrived early in Montreal so players can watch final round of 
Masters 

The Leafs travelled to Montreal on Saturday night even though their next 
game against the Canadiens isn't until Monday. "The biggest factor is 
probably Masters Sunday," said coach Sheldon Keefe with a smile. "It's 
probably as big a day as there is on the calendar for a lot of our guys and 
wanted to make sure our travel didn't disrupt their ability to watch that. 
So, that's really it." 

Dubas has already made one move this week acquiring centre Riley 
Nash from the Columbus Blue Jackets.  

"He's travelling up with his wife and newborn tomorrow to begin that 
[quarantine] process," Keefe said. "The priority for us is to get him 
healthy so that's going to take time. We'll be happy to have him around 
once he gets through his quarantine."  

Nash sustained a knee sprain on April 4 and isn't expected to return until 
the playoffs.  

Nylander, meanwhile, remains in isolation as part of the NHL's COVID 
protocol. 

"Our medical staff and trainers are doing what they can to keep him 
active not unlike any of the other pauses or quarantines that have gone 
on," Keefe said.  

Keefe on newly-acquired Nash: 'A very reliable defensive player' 

Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe spoke about Toronto's trade for 
depth centre Riley Nash and what he brings to the team. Nash, who 
played for Columbus in the play-in series against the Leafs last year, left 
Keefe impressed with his defensive skills and ability to succeed in tough 
matchups. 

Despite allowing a season-high five goals, Jack Campbell notched his 
11th straight win on Saturday night setting a new NHL record for 
consecutive victories to open a season.  

"I definitely owe the boys a nice Red Lobster dinner, that's for sure," he 
said with a big smile after the game. "Definitely not what I expect out of 
myself, but thankfully we have a great team and they carried me. It was a 
fun game, honestly. It's not fun giving up goals and I expect more out of 
myself, but Ottawa really came to play and so did we and I just think the 
guys played so well in front of me." 

Red Lobster, meanwhile, offered this response Sunday on Twitter:  

Campbell and Michael Hutchinson will split the next two starts.  
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"We'll get a morning skate in tomorrow and make our decision there 
based on how Jack's feeling, but it has been very positive in terms of how 
he's responded to each of his games recently," Keefe said.  

The team has been careful with Campbell's workload since he returned 
from a leg injury on March 20. When the Leafs played on consecutive 
nights in Calgary recently Hutchinson got the first game to give Campbell 
a bit more time to recover.   

Campbell on allowing five, but getting the win: 'I owe the boys a nice Red 
Lobster dinner' 

Jack Campbell allowed a season high five goals, but the Leafs offence 
came up big in a 6-5 win over the Senators on Saturday. "I definitely owe 
the boys a nice Red Lobster dinner," said Campbell, who set a new NHL 
record with an 11th straight victory to open the year. "Definitely not what I 
expect out of myself, but thankfully we have a great team and they 
carried me." 

Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner combined for four goals on Saturday 
night and Campbell was almost at a loss to describe the dynamic duo's 
chemistry.  

"I don't know if my vocabulary is big enough to describe it," the goalie 
said. "It's such a treat to watch. It's special. Some of the plays they make 
on a nightly basis and what they bring to this team is just invaluable ... 
They just work as a team and a pair. They're just always thinking of the 
other guy and making amazing plays. We sure are lucky they're on our 
team." 

Only Edmonton's Connor McDavid (43) has more even-strength points 
than Matthews (41) and Marner (38) this season.  

"We want to get better every single game," Marner said. "We've done a 
great job just from a defensive standpoint getting the puck out of our 
zone quickly. We've also done a great job of hunting down pucks on the 
rush and knocking a lot of pucks down and getting results the other way. 
Chemistry-wise I think we're at an all-time high. We're talking to each 
other on the ice and on the bench about what we're seeing and what we 
want to do. Both [of us] have the same kind of offensive awareness of 
where each other is going to be and usually it's throwing it in a spot and 
knowing a guy's going to be there." 

Matthews, who had been slowed by a wrist ailment last month, posted 
his third career NHL hat trick on Saturday and leads the league with 31 
goals overall.   

"Auston shot the puck probably as good as he has in, I don't know, 
months maybe," Keefe noted. 

'It's pretty incredible': Chemistry between Matthews, Marner reaches 'all-
time high' 

Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner combined for four goals in Saturday's 
wild win over the Senators. "Chemistry-wise we're at an all-time high," 
said Marner. "We're constantly talking to each other on the ice and on the 
bench about what we're seeing and what we want to do." Teammates 
struggled to describe the dynamic duo's connection. "I don't know if my 
vocabulary is big enough," said Jack Campbell. 

Alex Galchenyuk got his first chance to play on a line with Matthews and 
Marner on Saturday night.  

"It's pretty incredible," he said. "The way they move around and find each 
other out there was great to watch. Playing with those guys definitely 
gets you moving a little bit more and they're so creative with the puck. It 
was great to be a part of and contribute on my end."  

Galchenyuk picked up a pair of assists and made a good first impression 
on the first line. 

"He was moving the puck very well," Marner observed. "He was on the 
forecheck hard. A lot of those goals result off of him on the forecheck. At 
the same time, he was standing in front of the net being an option for a 
shot tip or something like that. When we went down low, he was there to 

get it. He played a very good game and he was a big help for me and 
Auston." 

Galchenyuk's work ethic has been praised by Keefe and his new 
teammates this season. Galchenyuk seems comfortable being the 
worker bee on a line, which is a new role for a guy who was picked third 
overall in 2012.  

"It's something I focused on a lot throughout the summer," Galchenyuk 
explained. "You know, keep moving my feet, use my skating to get pucks 
for myself, pucks for my linemates, create off the forecheck and definitely 
a huge part of my game. I got to keep working on that, sticking to it and 
keep improving." 

Galchenyuk is eager to re-establish himself in the NHL after bouncing 
between seven teams in the last four seasons. He started this year in 
Ottawa and was chirped by his old Senators teammates moments before 
Marner scored the tying goal in the second period.  

"It's part of the game," he said. "Big hits and chirping is such a big part of 
the game, especially with no fans you hear it more [so] definitely gets you 
fired up and I was pretty fired up when we got that big goal." 

Per NaturalStatTrick, scoring chances favoured the Leafs 12-5 in the 
nearly 15 minutes of five-on-five play the line had against the Senators.  

"It took a little bit of time ... for Galchenyuk to find his place on that line," 
Keefe said. "By the second period they really got going. Obviously, they 
scored the two goals in the first period, but I thought that was, for the 
most part, Auston and Mitch connecting. I thought Galchenyuk found his 
place as the game went on." 
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TSN.CA / A closer look at Canada’s gold-medal drought at the women’s 
worlds 

 

By Meaghen Johnson 

 

It’s been almost a decade since Canada’s women’s hockey team last 
won gold at the IIHF Women’s World Championship. 

For a team that has been synonymous with winning, it’s difficult to 
believe that 2012 was the last year the Canadians had gold draped 
around their necks. Hardly any players from that roster remain on the 
team. Sarah Fillier, one of Canada’s current young stars, was a few 
months shy of her 12th birthday the last time Canada was crowned world 
champions. 

So, what happened to Canada over the past five tournaments?  In a 
nutshell: four straight losses to the United States in gold-medal games 
and a shocking upset at the hands of Finland in 2019 has left Canada 
mired in its longest gold-medal drought at the world championship. (The 
tournament wasn’t held in 2014 and 2018 due to the Olympics, and last 
year the event was cancelled because of COVID-19.) 

But with the 2021 IIHF Women’s World Championship set to kick off on 
May 6, let’s take a closer look at Canada’s results at the tournament 
since the team’s last championship run. 

2013 

Result: Silver 

Head Coach: Dan Church 

With the world championship taking place in Ottawa – the first time the 
tournament was held in Canada in six years – the Canadians were 
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hoping for a boost from the home crowd, but ultimately fell 3-2 to the 
Americans in the gold-medal match.  

The score would imply a close game, but the U.S. outshot Canada 30-16 
and largely dominated. Goaltender Shannon Szabados kept Canada in 
the match until Amanda Kessel scored the winning goal in the third 
period. 

“It’s really hard,” Caroline Ouellette told TSN after the game.  “We’re in 
our country, in front of a great crowd. We wanted to be proud of our 
effort. I don’t have that feeling right now. I thought we were outplayed, 
outshot, out-chanced, and it’s not a good feeling.”  

Canada had dominated in the run-up to the final. They finished atop their 
group with three wins, including a 3-2 overtime victory against the 
Americans. The Canadians finished the preliminary round with a +22 goal 
differential, 16 more than the U.S. Canada routed Russia 8-1 in their 
semifinal, while the United States had a much closer 3-0 victory over 
Finland in their semi.  

All the signs indicated a Canadian gold medal, but ultimately the 
Americans won their fifth world title in seven years.  

“It feels like a bad dream,” Hayley Wickenheiser said following the loss. 

2015 

Result: Silver 

Head Coach: Doug Derraugh  

Canada didn’t wake up from the bad dream in 2015, losing 7-5 to the 
United States in the highest-scoring gold-medal game in tournament 
history. 

The Canadians were coming off a 3-2 overtime win against their rivals to 
claim gold at the Sochi Olympics, a game in which they erased a two-
goal deficit in the final four minutes of the third period. Marie-Philip Poulin 
provided the heroics, scoring the tying goal and the overtime winner. 

While Canada was feeling confident after winning a fourth straight 
Olympic gold, it was the Americans who jumped out to a 3-0 lead just a 
little over 10 minutes into the start of the gold-medal game at the 2015 
women’s worlds. 

But Canada battled back in a high-scoring second period, falling behind 
5-2 before notching three unanswered goals to tie things up. With the 
game up for grabs in the final frame, the United States ultimately 
prevailed on goals from Brianna Decker and Kendall Coyne.  

“Our team showed a lot of heart,” said Natalie Spooner. “We were down 
a lot of goals and we came back… It’s really tough to have lost that 
game.” 

Canada had a lot of new faces on the roster, which had an average age 
of just over 24. Wickenheiser, the team’s all-time leading scorer, missed 
the tournament after undergoing foot surgery. Poulin, then 24, served as 
team captain for the first time at a world championship.  

It was also the last game in Ouellette’s storied career. She was originally 
left off the roster but was brought on to replace an injured Haley Irwin. 

“I’m just sad that I couldn’t win for this team,” a very emotional Ouellette 
said. “We had a great group, we played for one another. I’m proud of 
everyone. Hopefully they use this as motivation to get better, because we 
need to get better if we want to beat that U.S. team.”  

2016 

Result: Silver 

Head Coach: Laura Schuler  

In a reversal of the offensive explosion from the previous year, the final in 
2016 was a tight battle, with both teams unable to break the scoreless 
deadlock for three periods. American forward Alex Carpenter scored 12 
minutes into overtime, finding the loose puck that had bounced behind 

goaltender Emerance Maschmeyer, who finished with 33 saves in the 
game. 

“Maschmeyer – what can you say about her? She played unbelievable. 
She kept us in the game. Unfortunately, it was a lucky bounce at the 
end,” said Poulin. 

The U.S. spoiled Wickenheiser’s final world championship and another 
potential home-ice celebration for Canada, with the tournament taking 
place in Kamloops, B.C. 

“It was electric out there,” said Maschmeyer.  “The fans picked us up 
when we needed it and they kept us going for the entire game.” 

Maschmeyer, then 21, was a breakout star for Canada. She was named 
the tournament’s best goaltender after posting a 1.25 goals-against 
average and a .956 save percentage.  

2017 

Result: Silver 

Head Coach: Laura Schuler  

With the tournament shifting to Plymouth, Mich., Canada had a chance to 
repay the U.S. and take the gold on the Americans’ home turf. However, 
another overtime winner – this time from Hilary Knight on an odd-mash 
rush – gave the United States a 3-2 victory and their fourth consecutive 
gold medal, and first on home ice. 

“It’s all too familiar to us right now,” said Brianne Jenner. “We want it 
really bad. We just have to figure out what that one missing piece is.”  

“Simply put, they score more goals than we do,” said Irwin. “We have to 
generate way more offence.” 

Poulin was the only Canadian to finish in the top 10 in tournament 
scoring, with six points in five games. Canada finished third in both 
scoring efficiency (10.49 per cent) and power play (22.73 per cent), and 
had just one goal from their defencemen in the entire tournament. 

The 2017 women’s worlds was both a continuation of a disturbing trend 
for Canada as well as a concerning sign of things to come. Not only did 
the Canadians also lose to the Americans in the preliminary round – the 
third straight year where they were defeated twice by their rivals in a 
single tournament – but Canada also fell 4-3 to Finland in its second 
group game. 

It was the first-ever victory for Finland over Canada, but it wouldn’t be the 
last. 

2019 

Result: Bronze 

Head Coach: Perry Pearn 

After losing to the United States in the gold-medal game at the 
PyeongChang Olympics in 2018, it was more frustration for Canada at 
the 2019 IIHF Women’s World Championship. Without their captain 
Poulin, who aggravated a knee injury in a game against Russia, Canada 
would face a worst-ever finish.  

Following another loss to the Americans in the preliminary round – 
Canada’s eighth straight loss to their rivals at the women’s worlds – the 
Canadians were set to face Finland in the semifinals. Canada had posted 
a comfortable 6-1 win over the Finns in the group stage, and after the 
Canadians jumped to an early 1-0 lead just over two minutes into the 
semifinal, it seemed like another inevitable Canada-U.S. showdown in 
the gold medal match. 

But Finland would take a 2-1 lead thanks to a pair of power-play goals. 
Loren Gabel would tie it for Canada, but the Finns, bolstered by 
thousands of fans on home ice in Espoo, would not be deterred, and 
would retake the lead before the end of the second period on a shot from 
Susanna Tapani that snuck through a screened Szabados. 
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Goaltender Noora Räty would shut the door the rest of the way, recording 
43 saves in a 4-2 win. After the final whistle, Finnish coach Pasi 
Mustonen kissed the ice at Espoo Metro Areena. 

“These other countries are catching up. They want to beat us every time 
they play us,” said Jenner. 

Although Canada would take home a medal after easily beating Russia 
7-0 in the bronze-medal match, it was still the team’s worst-ever finish at 
a major tournament, and the U.S. would go on to claim a fifth straight 
gold medal, albeit in controversial fashion. 
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USA TODAY / NHL trade deadline: Biggest names who could be moved 
by Monday afternoon 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

The NHL trade deadline is 3 p.m. ET Monday, and there already has 
been movement. A look at other players who could be dealt:  

Taylor Hall, Buffalo Sabres: He's having a down season, but the hope is 
the former No. 1 overall pick will put up better numbers on a top team. 
The Sabres will have to retain some of his $8 million salary. He's being 
held out of the lineup. 

Ryan Dzingel, Ottawa Senators: Already traded once this season, he can 
provide secondary scoring. 

Luke Glendening, Detroit Red Wings: General manager Steve Yzerman 
is committed to adding assets, and Glendening will draw interest as a 
penalty killer who wins more than 60% of his faceoffs. 

Marc Staal, Red Wings: A pending unrestricted free agent who could 
provide defensive depth. 

Mattias Janmark, Chicago Blackhawks: He was held out of the lineup 
Saturday. He has 10 goals this season, though none in his past 10 
games. 

Mike Hoffman, St. Louis Blues: He was a healthy scratch for two games, 
raising speculation about being on the market, but he returned to action 
on Saturday and scored twice. His numbers are off this season, but he 
did average 28 goals a season from 2014-20. With the Blues still in the 
playoff hunt, he could stay. 

Alex Iafallo, Los Angeles Kings: A lot depends on whether the two sides 
can agree on a contract. A pending unrestricted free agent, he has 25 
points this season and would garner plenty of interest. 

Scott Laughton, Philadelphia Flyers: Like Iafallo, his availability depends 
on the status of his contract talks. He has seven goals and 17 points this 
season. After the Flyers' loss Sunday to the Sabres, they could choose to 
be sellers. 

Goalies: The Colorado Avalanche had the biggest need and acquired the 
San Jose Sharks' Devan Dubnyk. But the Washington Capitals could 
look for a goalie with playoff experience after Henrik Lundqvist 
announced he's stopping his attempt to come back this season because 
of heart inflammation. Other teams could seek depth in net heading into 
the playoffs. Potential UFAs Jonathan Bernier (Red Wings), David Rittich 
(Calgary Flames) or Ryan Miller (Anaheim Ducks) could get a look. 
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USA TODAY / Connor McDavid questions NHL for rescheduling Oilers 
game after Colby Cave memorial service 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

The Edmonton Oilers spent Saturday morning watching and participating 
remotely in a memorial service for teammate Colby Cave. 

On Saturday night, they had to play in Calgary in a rescheduled game. 
They lost 5-0 to the Flames, and captain Connor McDavid questioned the 
scheduling decision. 

“I think you’re asking a lot from guys to sit through something like that 
and remember your teammate and see what they’re going through – their 
whole family -- and expect to perform that night,” he said. “I’m not sure 
what the league was really thinking there.” 

Cave, 25, died on April 11, 2020, days after having a brain bleed. Cave 
played for the Boston Bruins and Oilers during his three-season career. 

His widow, Emily, announced the date of the memorial service on April 1, 
and the NHL rescheduled the Oilers game on April 5. It originally 
supposed to held on May 7 but was moved up because of COVID-19 
postponements affecting the all-Canadian North Division. 

The service was highly emotional, but McDavid said he didn’t want to 
make excuses for the loss. 

“Some days are a little bit more than just about hockey,” he said. 
“Obviously the performance wasn’t there tonight, but today is about 
Colby and his memorial and celebration of life.” 

The Oilers don’t play again until Friday, and coach Dave Tippett is giving 
the team two days off. 

“There’s times you can tell your team just doesn’t have it and there isn’t 
enough energy in the group and tonight was one of those times,” he said. 
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