
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 13, 2021 

 

 

What did the Carolina Hurricanes do at the NHL trade deadline?  

By Chip Alexander  

For a long time Monday, just before the NHL trade deadline, 
it appeared the Carolina Hurricanes had made the decision 
that they liked their team and would stick with it. 

But that changed, just before the 3 p.m. deadline.  

The Canes sent defenseman Haydn Fleury to the Anaheim 
Ducks for defenseman Jani Hakanpaa and a sixth-round 
draft pick in 2022. 

The move was a little surprising in that Fleury was set to play 
for the Canes on Monday against the Detroit Red Wings. 
Canes coach Rod BrindAmour said Monday morning that 
Fleury would be in the lineup and Jake Bean a scratch. 

With the Canes 27-9-4 and sitting in first place in the Central 
Division, the Canes could have decided to stand pat. But 
additions made by division contenders Tampa Bay and 
Florida, who both added right-shot defensemen, might have 
changed the equation. 

Hakanpaa, 29, gives the Canes another right-shot D-man, 
joining Dougie Hamilton and Brett Pesce. A former fourth-
round draft pick by the St. Louis Blues, the Kirkkonummi, 
Finland, native has played 42 games this season for 
Anaheim and is a big guy at 6-foot-5 and 218 pounds who 
has 168 hits, third in the NHL. He is a pending UFA this 
offseason.  

Fleury, 24, was Carolina’s first-round draft choice in 2014, 
the seventh overall pick, and played in 35 games this 
season, and 167 in his NHL career. At 6-3 and 208 pounds, 
the left-shot defenseman has a physical edge to his play and 
was effective last year in the 2020 postseason. 

“We have been talking about getting a right-shot defenseman 
and have been pretty open about it,” Canes president and 
general manager Don Waddell said on a Monday media call. 
“We just feel to complement what we have already, a stay-at-
home big guy who can play with one of our offensive 
(defensemen) made a lot of sense for us. 

“With trades, you look at fits, what works for your hockey 
club. We think this is a better fit for us and that’s why the 
decision was made to make the trade. Right now we really 
like our hockey team, which is why we didn’t make a lot of 
changes but we really felt we need a stay-at-home, right-
hand shot defenseman.” 

In a season played during the pandemic and with salary-cap 
concerns, there were only a handful of notable NHL deals 
Monday as the 3 p.m. deadline neared. As Sunday turned 
into Monday, the Buffalo Sabres sent Taylor Hall and Curtis 
Lazar to the Boston Bruins in a wee-hours transaction. Late 
in the afternoon Monday, the Washington Capitals acquired 
Anthony Mantha from the Red Wings for Jakub Vrana, 
Richard Panik, as well as a 2021 first-round pick and a 2022 
second-round draft pick. 

Waddell said he had spoken with several teams Monday 
about potential deals, saying 10 or 12 trades were 
discussed. By 2 p.m., he said the decision had been made to 
pursue Hakanpaa and get the deal done. 

Hakanpaa played with center Sebastian Aho a few years 
back in the Finnish league and Waddell said Aho had been 
consulted. He said the Canes first talked to Aho when 
Hakanpaa came to the NHL as a free agent in 2019. 

“Sebastian had nothing but good things to say about his 
character and what kind of guy he was, and was comfortable 
that he would come in and fit well with our team and our 
culture we have,” Waddell said. 

Four hours before the deadline Monday, Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour was asked on a media call if he believed he 
would have the same team post-deadline, with no new faces 
in the mix. 

“I envision us being the same group moving forward here,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

The “group” in Brind’Amour’s mind includes a return of 
injured forwards Teuvo Teravainen and Brock McGinn. 
Teravainen, who has had COVID issues and a concussion, 
has been limited to 13 games this season and not played 
since March 4. McGinn has been out the past three games 
with an upper-body injury. 

McGinn should return, Brind’Amour said Monday. But 
Teravainen’s status remains in doubt. 

“That’s the big question mark,” Brind’Amour said. “Teuvo’s 
the wild card. We need him back. We need him to turn the 
corner and say he’s ready to go. We’re banking on it, 
obviously, but having him back would really make things feel 
a lot better, that’s for sure.” 

Waddell said Teravainen had been skating and had shown 
improvement in the past week. He said Teravainen was 
“getting closer” but that there was no target date for his 
return. 

Brind’Amour said he spent no time paying attention to NHL 
scuttlebutt about trades or any names being mentioned. Nor, 
he said, did he think his players were affected by it. 

“I think in our case, when there’s really not much expected to 
happen, I don’t think it’s that big a deal in our locker room,” 
he said. “With some teams it’s way different. I think obviously 
they’re in a little more different places, so they’re a little more 
apprehensive and what not, but I don’t sense that in our 
group.” 

A year ago, the Canes added center Vincent Trocheck and 
defensemen Brady Skeji and Sami Vatanen in trades before 
the deadline. Trocheck might be the Canes’ MVP this season 
and Skjei has paired well with Brett Pesce. Vatanen left in 
free agency after the 2020 postseason. 
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Vatanen was placed on waivers Sunday by New Jersey and 
claimed Monday by the Dallas Stars, a Central team. 

 
Red Wings spoil Jordan Staal’s 1,000th NHL game, down Hurricanes  

By Chip Alexander  

Jordan Staal was given a proper pregame tribute Monday by 
the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Honored for playing his 1,000th NHL game, Staal watched 
as his family — wife, kids and parents — received flowers 
and gifts. He watched as videos were played on the big 
board at PNC Arena, including one from his oldest brother, 
Eric, of the Montreal Canadiens.  

Before the game, the Canes players all wore Staal No. 11 
jerseys in the warmup to honor their captain. On the ice, and 
then standing by the bench during the pregame ceremony, 
was brother Marc of the Detroit Red Wings.  

“It was a really cool moment,” Jordan Staal said.  

What Staal wanted more than anything Monday was a 
victory to celebrate. The Canes couldn’t get him one as the 
Red WIngs handed Carolina a second straight loss, winning 
3-1 behind 37 saves from goalie Jonathan Bernier. 

“It was a big day for ‘Jordo’ but the way we came out and 
played was no good,” Canes forward Nino Niederreiter said. 
“That’s what hurts the most. It was a big night for ‘Jordo’ and 
he’s such a great leader and it’s a big accomplishment he 
had. It was his 1,000th game and we showed up like that. It’s 
definitely not acceptable.” 

The Canes (27-10-4), who were in first place in the Central 
Division, made it interesting late. Niederreiter jumped on a 
loose puck in the slot and went top shelf to finally beat 
Bernier with 6:06 left in regulation. 

Staal and Warren Foegele earned assists on Niederreiter’s 
15th of the season. There was briefly some life. But the 
Canes couldn’t beat Bernier again. 

“Normally when we lose I can come in and say give the other 
team credit and (say) we played hard,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “No disrespect for the other team, they 
played hard, but this is the one game where I’m like, ‘That 
was gross.’ To a man we were not good. We couldn’t have 
beaten anybody tonight.” 

Brind’Amour later changed that assessment a bit, saying 
goalie James Reimer played well, but was sour on the rest. 

“I coached a terrible game,” he said. “I didn’t get the lines 
going right, I didn’t find the right matchups. It was no good 
from start to finish. We got what we deserved in that one. We 
just didn’t bring it.” 

Adam Erne and Filip Zadina scored in the first 2:34 of the 
third period after the teams were scoreless in the first 40 
minutes. The Canes used a coach’s challenge after the first 
score, claiming Erne was offside as he entered the zone, but 
lost the challenge and were penalized for delay of game. 

Zadina then scored on a power play and Bernier took it from 
there as the Wings, last in the Central Division, followed up a 
shootout win Saturday with a victory in regulation.  

Sam Gagner scored the final goal after the Canes pulled 
Reimer, who had 28 saves, for an extra attacker. 

That it was mostly a slog of a game might have been 
predictable. Games scheduled on the day of the NHL trade 
deadline can be that way, with players going through a 
stressful day and some changing teams, leaving teammates 
behind. That included Anthony Mantha, traded Monday by 
Detroit to the Washington Capitals. 

“Yes, there’s a lot going on today but so what? I mean, 
you’ve got a job to do,” Brind’Amour said. “We talked about it 
and emphasized all that. This was not good, obviously.” 

The Canes began the day in first place in the Central with 58 
points, with one game-in-hand over Tampa Bay, which also 
had 58. Carolina will end its eight-game homestand with two 
games against Nashville, then have a tough stretch -- sets of 
two road games each against Tampa Bay, Florida and 
Dallas. 

Erne scored off a pass from Michael Rasmussen, who 
circled the net and backhanded the puck. The Canes then 
challenged the score, claiming Erne was offside entering the 
zone, but the initial ruling was upheld after review. That 
resulted in a delay-of-game penalty against Carolina. 

Soon, there was another. Defenseman Brady Skjei 
attempted to clear the puck but flipped it over the glass. The 
Wings did not score in their 47 seconds of a 5-on-3 
advantage but quickly scored 5-on-4 as Filip Zadina took a 
pass from Rasmussen and beat goalie James Reimer. 
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Hurricanes trade Haydn Fleury for Jani Hakanpaa: Why his handedness, contract, style and 
snarl make him a fit 

By Sara Civian 

Despite being vaguely “in” on trade talks these past few 
weeks, it looked like the Hurricanes had decided to stand pat 
as the 3 p.m. ET deadline rolled around Monday. 

But the buzzer isn’t always the end of the game, as you’ll 
remember from when we thought the Hurricanes were done 
last season and ended up one Brady Skjei deeper. 

That 2020 news conference was delayed by an hour, so I 
guess we should’ve suspected something was brewing this 
season when the Canes preemptively scheduled the 2021 
post-deadline presser for an hour and 30 minutes after the 
deadline. And yet again it was a defenseman — Anaheim’s 
Jani Hakanpaa — welcomed into the Hurricanes’ beloved 
blue line logjam (plus a 2022 sixth-round pick). The Finland 
native, who has experience playing with Hurricanes star 
Sebastian Aho, has played 42 games this season for 
Anaheim and adds size at 6-foot-5 and 218 pounds. His 168 
hits rank third in the NHL. 

But this time the Hurricanes took a log out of the jam, too, by 
sending homegrown defenseman and 2014 seventh overall 
pick Haydn Fleury to the Ducks. 

On the surface, the move was somewhat surprising on 
multiple levels. After The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun reported 
that the Canes were holding Fleury out of the lineup 
Saturday ahead of a potential trade, I was told the move was 
just part of the ongoing defense rotation, with Jake Gardiner 
needing to get some reps in after ample time on the taxi 
squad. Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour said this 
morning that Fleury would be in the lineup tonight, with Jake 
Bean sitting out. But, as noted, these things happen fast, and 
according to Waddell, this trade was finalized around 2 p.m. 
— an hour before the deadline. 

“We talked throughout the day, and we talked to lots of 
teams,” Waddell said. “We probably had 10 to 12 deals going 
on at the same time, and I think the decision was made 
sometime before 2 o’clock that we were going to go in this 
direction. Today was one day, but we’ve been talking about 
different deals regarding this player for a few days now. We 
had multiple teams that were talking to us, but I felt this fit 
was the best for our hockey club as we sit here today. 

“When we made this trade, I told our people to keep very 
quiet until this deal comes down. … When you’re trading 
players, you gotta be careful. Whenever I make a trade, I 
want the player to hear from me first, not the media. Today 
when I called Fleurs, it wasn’t out there at all. They called 
their player. That’s the way you want a trade to go down — 
the first time he hears about it, it’s from the general 
manager.” 

Now, to the trade itself: a defenseman for a defenseman 
(and a low draft pick). What was the point? To me, it’s a lot of 
little things adding up. Let’s go rapid-fire, here. 

• Hakanpaa, 29, gives the Hurricanes the right-shot 
defenseman Waddell told me (and the rest of the world) they 
were seeking. “We like our defense, but you know, after you 
get through our first two sets of pairs, we’ve got three lefties 
there,” he said a few weeks ago. “They all play well, but they 
all would be better on their natural side. They’re all left-hands 
who would be better on the left side. … So if we could add a 
right-hand-shot defenseman to complement them, I think that 
would be good.” Hakanpaa will be asked to hold it down and 
protect the crease on the right side and anchor one of the 
many offensive-minded lefties. The move also allows the 
offensively intriguing rookie Bean to play on his natural side. 

• The Hurricanes need to think of looming contract 
negotiations with Dougie Hamilton, Andrei Svechnikov and a 
goalie with every move they make. They aren’t really in a 
position to take on money, and they are in a position to 
actively seek out shedding cap space. Hakanpaa is a 
pending unrestricted free agent with a $750,000 cap hit, and 
Fleury has a $1.3 million cap hit this year and next year. 

• In the same off-ice vein, the upcoming expansion draft no 
doubt factored into this trade. The Canes knew that Ron 
Francis, who drafted Fleury and Bean, would be interested in 
both players. Let Francis take one “for nothing,” or get 
something out of it? It’s a tough call. “We know we potentially 
would have issues with our defense via the expansion draft,” 
Waddell said Monday. “And so instead of just letting a player 
walk away potentially for nothing — we’ll still lose a good 
player one way or another; we just felt that that was part of it. 
It wasn’t the driver of the decision, but it was definitely a part 
of it. Right now, we really like our hockey team. That’s why 
we didn’t make a lot of changes, but we really felt that we 
needed this stay-at-home, right-hand-shot defenseman.” 

• Fleury likes to play with an offensive edge, and as much as 
he’d grown over the past two seasons — most notably his 
impact during Round 1 of the 2020 playoffs — he was 
tapering off in that aspect this season, with one goal and no 
assists in 35 games. I wouldn’t fully blame that on the player 
— it was more of a structural dilemma because the 
Hurricanes have so many like-minded defensemen and he 
was getting bottom-of-the-barrel minutes as a result. But it 
wasn’t fully serving either side, whereas a player who can 
complement offense might be a better fit. 

• Speaking of which, again, Hakanpaa’s 168 hits are third-
most among all NHL players, and the Canes have reluctantly 
given up that snarl in letting go of defensemen like Calvin de 
Haan and Joel Edmundson recently. Their acquisition of 
Cedric Paquette earlier in the season also indicated a desire 
for more grit in the lineup as the Canes prepare to make a 
run at a Cup. 

• The Hurricanes have expressed over and over that they 
didn’t want to do too much and mess with the dressing room 
chemistry when the team is hovering around No. 1 in the 
league standings. This seems like something that could 
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provide a little spark without a huge risk of regret. They’ve 
talked to countryman and former teammate Aho about 
Hakanpaa for years since he came over to play in North 
America. 

• For a final assessment of the fit, we turn it over to The 
Athletic’s Ducks reporter, Eric Stephens: “Depth is always a 
valuable element for a team that envisions having a long 
playoff run, and while Hakanpaa isn’t going to move the 
needle much on his own, his presence on a deep Carolina 
blue line could come in handy if injuries do arise. Ideally, he 

can slot in best on a third pair and can certainly be used on 
the penalty kill. Hakanpaa has made the transition to NHL 
hockey in his second try after being a St. Louis draft pick a 
decade ago. The 6-foot-5 Finn brings huge size, some 
physical play and shot-blocking ability (his 65 over 42 games 
led Anaheim). While he won’t win many races from a 
standing start, he can skate well enough to get to pucks first 
and move them out of trouble areas. He has been steady 
working off Cam Fowler this season and could operate in the 
same role alongside a mobile, offensive-minded defender.”

 

Three words to sum up 1,000 games of Hurricanes’ Jordan Staal 

By Sara Civian 

What moments come to mind when you think about Jordan 
Staal’s NHL career, the one that reached the 1,000-regular-
season-game milestone Monday? 

Probably not that game, a 3-1 loss against the Red Wings 
that was devoid of the quiet effort he’s captained this team 
into embodying. But the disappointment in the faces and the 
statements of Nino Niederreiter and James Reimer after the 
Canes couldn’t secure that milestone win for Staal showed 
how much he means to the team more than a good moment 
ever could. 

“I think that’s what hurts the most (about the loss),” 
Niederreiter said. “It was a big night for Jordan. He’s such a 
great leader. It’s a big accomplishment he had for tonight 
with his 1,000th game, and we showed up like that? It’s 
definitely not acceptable. We wish we could have given him 
a better night, but that is how it is. We’ve got to bounce 
back.” 

“Honestly, that’s probably the worst thing,” Reimer 
concurred. “You play a lot of hockey games. Obviously he’s 
played 1,000, too. You’re gonna win some, and you’re gonna 
lose some. But on special nights like this, you want to play 
hard and you obviously want to win. You want it to be a great 
night for him. Obviously 10 years from now he’s probably not 
going to remember what the score was in his 1,000th game, 
but for the night itself tonight you want him to have a good 
taste in his mouth.” 

Reimer is one of the best in the league at putting things in 
perspective, and he’s absolutely right here — as angry as 
the Canes were about their subpar night against Detroit, 
Staal is not going to remember that when he looks back on 
his career in 10 years. That’s kind of a perk of playing 1,000 
games. 

What will he remember, though? And what will become his 
legacy to the rest of us? 

There’s the obvious Stanley Cup with Pittsburgh in 2008-09, 
and those four goals and nine big points on that playoff run. 
He had 22 goals that regular season and his 49 points, by 
the way, ranked No. 3 on the team behind Evgeni Malkin and 
Sidney Crosby. 

There are the early-career records: most short-handed goals 
by a rookie (7), youngest player to score two short-handed 
goals in one game (18 years, 41 days), youngest player to 
score on a penalty shot (18 years, 41 days), youngest player 

to score a hat trick (18 years, 153 days old, against the 
Maple Leafs on Feb. 10, 2007). 

Then, there’s the time he stuck with the Hurricanes through 
the dark ages and saw it through to clinch their first playoff 
berth in nine years in 2019. 

It’s so hard to pinpoint an exact moment that defines Jordan 
Staal because a large chunk of his early career had been an 
input of greatness and a deserved output of that same 
greatness resulting in personal accolades, then a large 
chunk of his late career was being that same exact person — 
without the help of Crosby, Malkin, Marc-Andre Fleury and 
more. 

I guess there’s somewhat of a stat for that. Staal is now the 
fifth player in NHL history to skate in his 1,000th career game 
while a member of the Canes and/or Whalers, joining Ray 
Whitney (Oct. 21, 2009), Rod Brind’Amour (Nov. 15, 2002), 
Glen Wesley (Jan. 20, 2001) and Brian Propp (March 2, 
1994, with the Whalers). 

I’d argue that though it isn’t the sexiest option, what has 
defined Staal as a player has been his dedication and 
consistency to being the same exact person for all these 
years, no matter the circumstances around him. This is why 
Canes players and head coach Brind’Amour get so offended 
when you ask them what has been the difference for Staal in 
his best offensive season since 2017-18. 

“Absolutely nothing (has changed),” Sebastian Aho told me. 
“The only difference is he shows up on the scoresheet. He’s 
always been the same guy. He works hard. He’s the leader 
on and off the ice. He takes huge draws, he kills penalties. 
He’s been good on the power play every time I play with him. 
So just the difference is he’s producing more points, but he’s 
always been the same player to me. He’s always been a 
great player. I knew that he was capable of that. I played with 
him a lot my second year. I felt it was such an easy game for 
me. I think I had breakaways every game because he 
defends so well. He just lets you do your own thing out 
there.” 

Staal just sticks with it and doesn’t complain, and he’s been 
that person through every responsibility he’s been asked to 
take on — and maybe since he grins and bears it we don’t 
quite realize it. But this is a week of appreciating Staal and 
forcing him to participate, as painful as it seems for him to 
talk about himself. 

So if you ask him, the top three moments in his career so far 
of course feature a little bit of family: 
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“The Cup’s obviously No. 1, and that moment,” he said. “I 
thought dressing with (brothers Jared Staal and Eric Staal, 
and Marc Staal) was in the building as well, was a really cool 
moment in my career. I think my first year in the league, I 
think the hat trick in Toronto was a really cool moment for 
myself, and being on Don Cherry after would be No. 3.” 

Jared, now assistant coach of the ECHL’s Orlando Solar 
Bears, is a great sport. He joked in the excellent tribute video 
produced by the Canes that the 998 games without him must 
have been hard for Jordan. He also made it from Orlando’s 
tough loss against the South Carolina Stingrays on Sunday 
to Jordan’s 1,000th game Monday. 

During the ceremony, the Hurricanes gave Staal a few 
things, like a brothers’ golf trip to Pebble Beach. But when 
GM Don Waddell revealed the painting they made for him, I 
knew how much the Canes and Waddell actually cared. It 
was exactly what Staal had listed as important memories to 
him, regardless of whether they’d happened with the Canes 
or if they were big moments for the franchise. 

Alternate captain Jordan Martinook often describes Staal as 
a leader by example, and half-jokes that maybe Martinook 
talks enough for the both of them. Though that dynamic was 
clearly by design and works out well for the Hurricanes, it 
had me wanting to ask some people close to him around the 
hockey world to describe Staal the way he likes to describe 
things: three words or fewer. 

Rod Brind’Amour:  “No. I cannot. 

We love him. 

You know that. 

You’ve heard me talk about him forever. This year is special 
because his play hasn’t changed, the goals are going in. His 
confidence is there. He’s leading our charge. 

It’s that simple.” 

Vincent Trocheck: “Horse. Leader. Good guy.” 

Sebastian Aho, noted Finn: “I can do it in two words: ultimate 
leader.” 

Tripp Tracy: “We before me.” 

Justin Williams: “Imposing. Caring. Competitive.” 

Sidney Crosby: “Team player first.” 

Justin Faulk: “Genuine. Horse. Desserts.” 

Eric Staal: “Genuine. Determined. Caring … There are plenty 
more that describe him as a hockey player but I think these 
kind of encompass both him as a player and a person.” 

Jared Staal: “Caring. Compassionate. Competitive.” 

Marc Staal: “Competitive. Enormous. Good brother.” 

Paul Bissonette: “Abercrombie and Fitch.” 

(Author’s note: I don’t know what this means, but I asked him 
about Staal because of this story:) 

John Forslund: “Dedicated. Committed. Cares.” 

I’ve asked the rest of the current Hurricanes how to describe 
Staal over the years, and “competitive” has come up every 
single time. Fitting for a faceoff legend. 
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Hurricanes swap for sandpaper on defense 

Carolina traded former first-rounder Haydn Fleury to 
Anaheim for gritty defender Jani Hakanpaa and a sixth-round 
pick 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Nineteen months ago, Anaheim Ducks GM Bob 
Murray ripped into Carolina Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon 
when word of a potential trade between the teams involving 
Ondrej Kase leaked to the media. 

“When things are out there and haven’t happened and some 
owner decides he’s going to garner some friendship with the 
media, and he’s going to get close to the media, and he puts 
things out there, some of these people, I wish they were 
players at some point in their lives,” Murray said. “Obviously, 
they weren’t.” 

So when Murray and Don Waddell agreed to a deal just 
before the NHL’s trade deadline Monday, the Carolina 
general manager was sure to keep things quiet until the deal 
was done. 

“I told our people make sure everybody keeps very quiet until 
this deal comes down because you don’t want ever want to 
get any kind of situation where somebody is afraid to do a 
deal with you,” Waddell said. 

Calls to the involved players were made and the deal was 
consummated: the Hurricanes acquired rugged defenseman 
Jani Hakanpaa and a sixth-round pick in 2022 from the 
Ducks in exchange for defenseman Haydn Fleury. 

The trade filled the main need Carolina had targeted at the 
deadline, giving the Hurricanes a right-handed defenseman 
for the third pairing and allowing either Jake Gardiner or Jake 
Bean — both lefties — to remain on their natural side. 

“We just feel that to complement what we have already, that 
a stay-at-home, big guy can play with one of our offensive 
guys made a lot of sense for us,” Waddell said. 

And while Fleury is big (6-foot-3, 208 pounds), Hakanpaa, at 
6-foot-5 and 218 pounds, is even bigger — and meaner. 

One knock on Fleury throughout the former seventh overall 
pick’s time in Carolina was that his size was rarely a factor. 
That’s OK if you’re putting up points like Dougie Hamilton or 
you’re a shutdown defender like Jaccob Slavin and Brett 
Pesce, but Fleury was neither. And while the 29-year-old 
Hakanpaa won’t be confused with Bobby Orr — he has one 
goal and one assist in 47 career NHL games after coming 
over from Finland last season — he definitely has a defining 
characteristic that Fleury lacked. 

Hakanpaa has 168 hits in 42 games this season, ranking 
third in the league behind Ottawa’s Brady Tkachuk (191) and 
Florida’s Radko Gudas (190) entering Monday’s games. 
Hakanpaa won’t get the 18:37 of ice time he was in 
Anaheim, but the added snarl will be a welcome addition to a 
Carolina blue line that has lacked it. 

“Haydn’s been here a long time, but it’s something we 
needed,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “A little 
something we don’t have, obviously. That little more 
sandpaper to our game, especially on the back end. So I 
think it’s a good opportunity for Haydn out there, and I think 
we got a little better and on the backside.” 

The move also saves the Hurricanes some money on the 
balance sheet, as Hakanpaa is earning $750,000 this season 
and will then be an unrestricted free agent, while Fleury’s 
cap hit is $1.3 million for this year and next. 

The question, of course, is will the single move be enough to 
push Carolina over the top? 

Central Division rivals Tampa Bay and Florida each made 
significant moves, with the Lightning adding defensive 
defenseman David Savard and the Panthers bringing in Sam 
Bennett. If the Hurricanes can get out of the Central and into 
the NHL’s final four, it won’t get any easier with Washington 
(traded for Anthony Mantha), Boston (Taylor Hall), Toronto 
(Nick Foligno) and the Islanders (Kyle Palmieri and Travis 
Zajac) all making high-priced additions. Vegas and Colorado, 
like Carolina, made minor tweaks with the hopes they can 
remain among the class of the league. 

The Hurricanes’ biggest addition would be a healthy Teuvo 
Teravainen, who has played just once since Feb. 20 and is 
recovering from a concussion. Carolina’s second-leading 
scorer last season with 63 points in 68 games has been 
skating of late as he tries to return. 

“The good thing is, every day he seems to be showing 
improvements, and hopefully we’ll get him back in the lineup 
soon,” Waddell said. 

That’s a rosier assessment than Brind’Amour has been 
giving recently, and adding Teravainen — even if he’s rusty 
at first — would solidify Carolina’s forward ranks and further 
bolster the league’s top-ranked power play. He’s also the 
type of addition that — outside of the Lightning getting Nikita 
Kucherov back for the playoffs — other Cup contenders can’t 
match. 

“We really like our hockey team,” Waddell said, “and that’s 
why we didn’t make a lot of changes.” 
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Hurricanes fall flat in Staal’s 1,000th game 

Carolina loses a second straight to lowly Detroit 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — On a night when their captain was honored for 
reaching a milestone, the Carolina Hurricanes had little to 
celebrate. The visiting Red Wings won 3-1 Monday at PNC 
Arena in what was easily the Hurricanes’ worst performance 
of the season. 

Nino Niederreiter scored Carolina’s only goal in the loss. 

Three Thoughts 

1. There were plenty of distractions on Monday. Not only was 
it the always stressful trade deadline day, but the team also 
honored captain Jordan Staal before the game, his 1,000th 
in the NHL. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour didn’t find the busy day 
to be a reasonable excuse for his team’s poor effort. 

“Yes, there’s a lot going on, but so what?” Brind’Amour said. 
“We had a job to do, and we emphasized all that. This was 
not good, obviously. Normally when we lose, I come in and 
say, ‘Give the other team credit.’ That, to me, is the one 
game — no disrespect to the other team, they played hard — 
but that was the one game where I’m like, ‘That was gross.’ 

“And to a man, we were not good. I coached a terrible game 
because I didn’t get the lines going right and I couldn’t find 
the right matchups. It was no good from start to finish.” 

2. The Hurricanes players, along with Brind’Amour, were 
visibly unhappy when talking to the media. They were also 
kicking themselves for putting forth such a poor effort on a 
night when much of Staal’s family — including Red Wings 
defenseman Marc, younger brother Jared, his parents, and 
his wife and three kids — were all there to honor him. 

“I think that’s what hurts the most,” Niederreiter said. 

Goalie James Reimer added, “Honestly, that’s probably the 
worst thing.” 

And Brind’Amour (see below) was equally blunt. 

3. Hurricanes GM Don Waddell said new addition Jani 
Hakanpaa was going to arrive in Raleigh Monday night and 
should be ready to play when Carolina hosts Nashville on 
Thursday. 

While none of the Hurricanes will send in their performance 
Monday as an audition tape for future jobs, Jake Gardiner 
and Jake Bean both had the opportunity to make their case 
to be Hakanpaa’s partner on the third pairing. 

While neither played well, Bean’s miscues were glaring — 
one errant pass even led to the rookie throwing his head 

back in disgust when a Detroit player stole it. Much like the 
goalie situation, it will be interesting to see how Brind’Amour 
handles the decision between the up-and-coming Bean and 
Gardiner, who has never gained traction since coming to 
Carolina for one reason on another. 

Number To Know 

1,000 — Career games for Jordan Staal, becoming the 349th 
player in league history to reach the milestone. Staal has 
played 569 of those games with Carolina after suiting up for 
431 over six seasons with the Penguins. He went against 
older brother Marc, a Red Wings defenseman, who played in 
his 936th career game. The oldest Staal brother, Eric, played 
his 1,277th game Monday with the Canadiens, the 74th-most 
games played in NHL history. Brind’Amour ranks 25th in 
NHL history with 1,484. 

They Said It 

“I’ve been here now for 2½ years, and that’s the first game I 
can say I feel this way about that game, where we didn’t 
bring it. On his night, that’s even more disappointing.” 

— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour on his team’s poor 
performance on the same night the team celebrated Jordan 
Staal’s 1,000th career game. 

Plus 

James Reimer, Hurricanes goalie — Brind’Amour indicted 
his entire team (and himself) for the loss, but then he 
amended that. 

“I guess I should backtrack because he played well,” 
Brind’Amour said of Reimer, who made 27 saves. “So when I 
say 20 guys, I should say 19 because he at least gave us a 
chance to win — or hang in there, I guess is the better way 
to put it.” 

Carolina’s complicated goaltender situation perhaps became 
a little murkier with Reimer’s solid performance, but Petr 
Mrazek and Alex Nedeljkovic should continue to be the 
Hurricanes’ best options in net. 

Minus 

Jaccob Slavin, Hurricanes defenseman — Nearly as 
stunning as the team’s top-to-bottom lackluster performance 
was Slavin’s blown assignment on the game’s first goal. 
Right at the start of the third period, Detroit’s Michael 
Rasmussen entered the Carolina zone and circled the net. 
The normally reliable Slavin failed to tie up Adam Erne’s 
stick, and Erne knocked in Rasmussen’s pass to give the 
Red Wings a 1-0 lead. 
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Recap: Canes Stumble Against Red Wings 

Brind'Amour: 'It was no good from start to finish' 

By Michael Smith 

On the night of Jordan Staal's 1,000th game in the National 
Hockey League, a momentous milestone marked with a 
poignant pregame ceremony, the Carolina Hurricanes came 
up short in a 3-1 loss to the Detroit Red Wings. 

The Big Picture 

OK. In a vacuum, there is no question that this loss stinks. In 
fact, Rod Brind'Amour categorized it as one of the worst he's 
seen in the two-and-a-half seasons he's been head coach of 
this team. 

"Normally when we lose, I can come in and say, 'Give the 
other team credit, we played hard.' That, to me, is the one 
game - no disrespect to the other team because they played 
hard, but it's the one game where I'm like, that was gross. To 
a man, we were not good," Brind'Amour said. "It was no 
good from start to finish, and we got what we deserved in 
that one." 

Furthering the disappointment is that it was Staal's 1,000th 
game, and that - what ever that was - is how the Canes 
followed up a fitting tribute for a deserving captain. 

"Honestly, that's probably the worst thing. … On special 
nights like this, you want to play hard and win. You want it to 
be a great night from him," James Reimer said. "This doesn't 
affect his career in any way, obviously. He's had a storied 
career so far. As a teammate, you want to do your part, back 
him up and support him. You want to give him a good night. 
It's a punch in the gut when it doesn't work out." 

The emotions surrounding the night could have clouded the 
Canes, though one would think it would feed their motivation. 
The trade deadline and a late move that sent Haydn Fleury, 
a well-liked teammate in the locker room, to Anaheim, could 
have also contributed to the dud on the ice. 

But … 

"Yes, there's a lot going on, but so what? You've got a job to 
do," Brind'Amour said. "We talked about it and emphasized 
all that. This was not good, obviously." 

"There's definitely no excuse," Nino Niederreiter said. "At the 
end of the day, the way we came out and played tonight's 
game was no good." 

And that, in short, is supremely disappointing. Especially on 
a night like this. Especially at home. Especially against the 
Central Division's last-place team. 

But, let's look at the bigger picture. This was just the Canes' 
10th regulation loss in 41 games. 10. In 41! Only the 
Colorado Avalanche are left holding single-digit regulation 
losses with only a month left to play in the season. By virtue 
of the regulation wins tiebreaker, the Canes fall into second 
place in the Central Division, but they're still in a prime 
position to challenge for first down the stretch. 

Taken as a one-game snapshot, there's no doubt this game 
was putrid. But games like this can happen over the course 
of a season. Get it out of the system now, take a day off, 
flush it out in practice on Wednesday and, after the team's 
last two-day gap in between games this season, get right 
back to it on Thursday. 

Stats Pack 

15: Nino Niederreiter tallied his 15th goal of the season to 
get the Canes on the board in the third period. It gave the 
team some life in an otherwise lifeless game, but 2-1 was as 
close as they'd come. 

5: Jordan Staal is the fifth player in franchise history to play 
his 1,000th career NHL game with the team and the first to 
do so since Ray Whitney on Oct. 21, 2009. 

Quote of the Night 

"They worked, and we didn't. We wouldn't have beat 
anybody tonight." - Rod Brind'Amour 

Up Next 

The Canes host the Nashville Predators, who have surged 
into fourth place in the Central Division, for a two-game set 
beginning Thursday.
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Haydn Fleury traded to Ducks by Hurricanes for Hakanpaa 

Carolina also receives sixth-round pick in 2022 NHL Draft in 
swap of defensemen 

Haydn Fleury was traded to the Anaheim Ducks by the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Monday for defenseman Jani 
Hakanpaa and a sixth-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft. 

Fleury is in the first season of a two-year contract he signed 
with the Hurricanes on Oct. 27 and can become a restricted 
free agent after next season.  

The 24-year-old defenseman has scored one goal in 35 
games this season. 

Selected by Carolina with the No. 7 pick in the 2014 NHL 
Draft, Fleury has scored 24 points (five goals, 19 assists) in 
167 regular-season games and two goals in 17 Stanley Cup 
Playoff games. 

"He's a young defenseman, big kid, skates very well, always 
has," Ducks general manager Bob Murray said. "He's kind of 
been stuck in Carolina a little bit, behind a really good, solid 

defense, hasn't been given a real good opportunity. I think 
this is a great opportunity for him and for us." 

Hakanpaa has one assist in 42 games this season and can 
become an unrestricted free agent after the season.  

Selected in the fourth round (No. 104) by the St. Louis Blues 
in the 2010 NHL Draft, the 29-year-old has scored two points 
(one goal, one assist) in 47 NHL games. 

"Jani is a big, physical defenseman," Hurricanes general 
manager Don Waddell said. "As a right shot he will be an 
ideal partner for an offensive-minded, left-handed blueliner." 

The Hurricanes (27-9-4) are tied with the Tampa Bay 
Lightning for first in the eight-team Discover Central Division. 
The top four teams in each of the four divisions will make the 
playoffs. 

The Ducks (12-23-7) are last in the eight-team Honda West 
Division, 13 points behind the fourth-place St. Louis Blues.

 

Hurricanes change it all to Staal for captain's 1,000th game celebration 

Veteran forward showered with gifts, including Pebble Beach 
golf trip, for reaching milestone 

By Pat Pickens 

On Monday even "Mista Svechnikov" was a Staal. 

Jordan Martinook's pregame ritual of screaming out "Mista 
Svechnikov!" to fire up teammate Andrei Svechnikov got a 
little edit thanks to it being the celebration of captain Jordan 
Staal's 1,000th career game. 

Martinook has been referring to his teammate as "Mista 
Svechnikov" thanks to a friendly parking attendant's unique 
style back when he played for the Arizona Coyotes. But even 
that fan favorite ritual got a Staal-related twist. 

The Hurricanes also each wore Staal's No. 11 for warmups 
and the team put together a tribute video for their captain's 
nine seasons in Raleigh. 

The Detroit Red Wings were and appropriate opponent for 
Jordan Staal's 1,000th game as they feature defenseman 
Marc Staal, his brother. Former Hurricanes forward Jared 
Staal was also in attendance at PNC Arena. 

Montreal Canadiens forward Eric Staal, who played 12 
seasons for the Hurricanes and led them to a Stanley Cup in 
2006, could not be there but sent a video for his brother's big 
day. 

Pittsburgh Penguins captain Sidney Crosby - who won the 
Cup with Staal in 2009 - and former Hurricanes teammates 
Justin Williams and Cam Ward sent congratulations among 
others. 

The team gifted Staal a golfing trip to the famous Pebble 
Beach Golf Links in Northern California and an original 
painting in commemoration of the feat. He also received the 
customary silver stick. Martinook and Jacob Slavin presented 
Jordan and his wife, Heather, with an etched wine bottle. 

The emotion of the night almost got the better of him, he 
admitted. 

"It was tough to hold back the emotions," Staal said during a 
first intermission interview. "Really cool moment. I don't love 
the attention, but I tried to enjoy it the best I could." 
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Bernier makes 37 saves to help Red Wings sweep Hurricanes 

Detroit scores three in third; Jordan Staal has assist for 
Carolina in 1,000th game 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Adam Erne, Filip Zadina and Sam Gagner 
scored in the third period when the Detroit Red Wings 
defeated the Carolina Hurricanes 3-1 at PNC Arena on 
Monday. 

Jonathan Bernier made 37 saves, and Michael Rasmussen 
and Valtteri Filppula each had two assists for the Red Wings 
(15-23-6), who swept the two-game set after a 5-4 shootout 
win on Saturday. 

"I thought we played tight defense," Detroit captain Dylan 
Larkin said. "We were in a 0-0 game going into the third, and 
a lot of times this year you've seen that go the other way. But 
we have to start finding ways to win those games, and we 
did tonight." 

Jordan Staal had an assist playing his 1,000th NHL game, 
and Nino Niederreiter scored for the Hurricanes (27-10-4). 
James Reimer made 27 saves. 

"This was not good obviously," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "Normally when we lose, I can say, 'Give 
the other team credit.' No disrespect to the other team, they 
played hard. But this is the one game where I'm like, that 
was gross. To a man." 

The Red Wings took a 1-0 lead 24 seconds into the third 
period. Rasmussen drove the right wing and circled the net 
before making a backhand feed across the crease to Erne 
for a tap-in at the right post. 

"[Erne] has got a of skill, but he plays the right way," Larkin 
said. "He plays hard. He plays with (Luke Glendening and 
Darren Helm), who play the right way every night, and you 
see results. It's great that he's putting the puck in the net this 
year." 

The goal was upheld on a challenge for offside, resulting in a 
delay of game penalty for Carolina. 

The Red Wings made it 2-0 with a power-play goal at 2:34. 
Zadina finished a quick sequence of passes from Larkin and 
Rasmussen from the right face-off circle. 

"Zadina has been more dangerous on a regular basis," 
Detroit coach Jeff Blashill said. "That's a great shot that he 
got. [Rasmussen] has done a really good job. Both those 
guys have taken big strides and hopefully they continue over 
the last 12 games." 

Niederreiter followed his centering pass and scored from low 
in the right to cut Detroit's lead to 2-1 at 13:54. 

Gagner scored an empty-net goal with 55 seconds remaining 
for the 3-1 final. 

"We were trying to be too cute, too fancy at our blue line and 
their blue line, and that backfires quickly," Niederreiter said. 
"They're a hard-working team and they definitely outworked 
us." 

Bernier, whose name surfaced in trade rumors ahead of the 
NHL Trade Deadline on Monday, made a stick save on 
Vincent Trocheck's breakaway before stopping Warren 
Foegele's rebound shot with his right pad at 15:05. 

"You look at Jonathan Bernier as example No. 1," Larkin 
said. "He was stressed, and he wants to be a Red Wing, and 
he showed it tonight. [It was] an incredible performance. He 
showed how professional he is no matter what he is facing. 
He was our rock tonight, and he is most nights he's in [goal]." 

NOTES: Detroit traded forward Anthony Mantha to the 
Washington Capitals for forwards Jakub Vrana and Richard 
Panik and two draft picks. … Detroit forward Vladislav 
Namestnikov was scratched with an injury. … Erne has a 
seven-game point streak (five goals, two assists). … 
Defenseman Gustav Lindstrom had one hit in 10:52 in his 
season debut for the Red Wings. ... Trocheck's seven-game 
assist streak ended. He also had a point in 13 straight games 
in which he played (seven goals, 11 assists); he missed eight 
games with an upper-body injury. 
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Red Wings upend Hurricanes with 3-1 victory 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Detroit Red Wings emerged 
from a stressful few days before the deadline with yet 
another standings-defying win against the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

Adam Erne and Flip Zadina scored two quick third-period 
goals while Jonathan Bernier finished with 37 saves to help 
the Red Wings beat the Hurricanes 3-1 on Monday night, 
sweeping a two-game road set against a team tied for the 
Central Division lead. 

Detroit, sitting at the bottom of the division, won here in a 
shootout on Saturday then earned a fourth win in seven 
meetings this season Monday — which also spoiled Carolina 
captain Jordan Staal’s 1,000th career regular-season NHL 
game. 

It came after the Red Wings completed four trades since 
Friday, the biggest sending right wing Anthony Mantha to 
Washington before the Monday afternoon deadline. The 
potential for more moves left coach Jeff Blashill waiting until 
“really late” to post his lineup. 

“The stress was I guess behind us and we could focus on the 
game tonight,” captain Dylan Larkin said. 

“We were in a 0-0 game going into the third and a lot of times 
this year and in the past, you’ve seen that go the other way. 
But I’ve said we’ve have to start finding ways to win those 
games, and we did tonight.” 

To Larkin’s point, Detroit had been outscored 57-33 in the 
third period before Monday. 

Erne scored off a behind-the-net feed from Michael 
Rasmussen less than a minute into the third. That was the 
start of a game-turning sequence that saw the Hurricanes 
take two quick penalties to give the Red Wings a chance to 
strike again. 

The Hurricanes unsuccessfully challenged the goal seeking 
a missed offside call on Erne. That led to an delay of game 
penalty, followed by another when Brady Skjei’s clear 
attempt sailed over the glass — potentially glancing off the 
stick of Detroit’s Evgeny Svechnikov — to give Detroit a two-
man advantage. 

The Hurricanes survived the 5-on-3, but Rasmussen slipped 
the puck to Zadina on the right side to beat James Reimer 
for the 2-0 lead at 2:34 of the third. 

That lead held up, with Nino Niederreiter getting Carolina on 
the board to make it 2-1 at 13:54 of the third. But the 
Hurricanes couldn’t beat Bernier again, then Gagner finished 
it off with his empty-net score in the final minute to seal it. 

Reimer finished with 27 saves for the Hurricanes. 

“We were not good,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“I coached a terrible game because I didn’t get the lines 
going right, I couldn’t find the right matchups. It was no good 
from start to finish. And we got what we deserved in that 
one.” 

STAAL HONORED 

In a bit of perfect timing, Jordan Staal’s brother, Marc, was 
on the opposite bench for his milestone night that began with 
a pregame ceremony. 

The Hurricanes took the ice all wearing Staal’s No. 11 jersey 
before the ceremony that included taped video messages 
from former teammates such as Sidney Crosby, Cam Ward, 
Justin Williams and brothers Jared, Eric and Marc Staal. 

“I think that’s what hurts the most: I mean, it was a big night 
for Jordan,” Niederreiter said, adding: “We showed up like 
that, it’s definitely not acceptable.” 

DEADLINE DAY 

The NHL’s trade deadline passed a few hours before the 
puck dropped in this one. 

The Hurricanes traded defenseman Haydn Fleury to the 
Anaheim Ducks for defenseman Jani Hakanpaa and a sixth-
round draft pick in 2022. That gave Carolina a physical boost 
to the blue line with the 6-foot-5, 218-pound Hakanpaa. 

As for the Red Wings, their deadline-day trade moved 
Mantha for wingers Richard Panik and Jakub Vrana as well a 
first-round draft pick this year and a second-rounder next 
year. 

“I wished him great luck,” Blashill said of Mantha, who had 
played his entire NHL career in Detroit. “I think he’s going to 
be a real good fit in Washington.” 

UP NEXT 

Detroit: The Red Wings return home Thursday for the first of 
two straight games against Chicago. 

Carolina: The Hurricanes open a two-game home set with 
Nashville on Thursday, followed by the second game 
Saturday to close an eight-game homestead. 
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Hurricanes trade defenceman Haydn Fleury to Ducks 

The Carolina Hurricanes traded defenceman Haydn Fleury to 
the Anaheim Ducks at Monday's NHL trade deadline. 

Anaheim sent defenceman Jani Hakanpaa and a 2022 sixth-
round pick to Carolina in the deal. 

Fleury, 24, has spent his entire four-year NHL career with the 
Hurricanes after being selected seventh overall by the club in 

the 2014 draft. He skated in 35 games with the Hurricanes in 
2020-21, scoring one goal. 

Hakanpaa, 29, was in his second campaign with the Ducks 
and notched one assist in 42 games this season.

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Breaking down every team's trade deadline decisions 

Let's get a snapshot of every team's trade deadline 
performance 

By Pete Blackburn  

This year's NHL trade deadline was rather anticlimactic, 
wasn't it? We figured there might be a dip in action this year 
thanks to the condensed season and some of its limitations, 
but Monday's deadline was even slower than most 
anticipated. Most of the big names on an already-weak trade 
board were dealt in the days leading up to the deadline, 
meaning we were left to gobble up scraps in the final hours.  

When all was said and done, we saw the lowest number of 
trades (17) on deadline day in over 20 years. Many of those 
deals were minor in nature, with only one or two deals of 
larger significance truly moving the needle.  

Still, we've got takeaways. Never doubt a sports fan's ability 
to instantly react (and overreact) to even the most 
inconsequential of dealings, especially on deadline day. For 
this week's edition of Power Rankings, I'll rank the league's 
31 teams as they stand right now while also providing a 
snapshot of my feelings toward their overall deadline 
performance.  

If you're looking for a more expanded look at the deadline's 
winners and losers, you can find that here.  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  Avalanche  

The Avs brought in some familiar 
depth pieces (Patrik Nemeth and 
Carl Soderberg) and tried to add 
some goaltender insurance in 
Devan Dubnyk, who hasn't been 
good in a few years. They didn't 
make any major changes but, as 
the team at the top of this list, 

--  
29-
9-4  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

you can argue they didn't really 
need to.  

2  Lightning  

Tampa continues to prove that 
the "salary cap" is just a figment 
of your imagination. You thought 
they didn't have any room to 
make a significant move? Ha, 
here comes David Savard to 
reinforce the blue line.  

--  
28-
11-2 

3  
Maple 
Leafs  

You can make the argument that 
the Maple Leafs overpaid for 
Foligno, and you'd probably be 
right. But at the end of the day 
they got the guy they wanted, 
and it's a guy that fits their 
needs. Foligno is a gritty, 
defensive-minded forward who 
slot up and down the lineup and 
make them a more complete 
team. Picking up Dave Rittich for 
insurance purposes between the 
pipes was also a smart move.  

3  
28-
11-3 

4  Hurricanes  

They may have been able to use 
a guy like Foligno for the sake of 
getting harder to play against in 
the playoffs. Instead, they stayed 
quiet and watched a couple 
other teams in the division 
(Tampa and Florida) get better.  

1  
27-
10-4 
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

5  
Golden 
Knights  

They may have overpaid for 
Mattias Janmark a bit but he 
does fit in with the Vegas 
identity. He's a responsible two-
way forward who skates well and 
can pressure the puck. That's 
Golden Knights hockey.  

1  
28-
11-2 

6  Islanders  

The Isles got their work done 
early by adding Kyle Palmieri 
and Travis Zajac, and they did 
exactly what they needed to do.  

1  
27-
11-4 

7  Panthers  

Not crazy about the price they 
paid for Sam Bennett 
(essentially two first-round picks 
for a guy depth player who isn't 
great defensively and takes too 
many penalties) but they did get 
better. Brandon Montour isn't 
Mattias Ekholm but he will help 
in the absence of Aaron Ekblad.  

2  
26-
12-4 

8  Capitals  

The Capitals may have had the 
most interesting trade of 
deadline day with their deal for 
Anthony Mantha. On the 
surface, they massively 
overpaid, but Mantha could be a 
great fit in Washington and he 
comes with more control than 
Jakub Vrana. Still, giving up two 
high draft picks and a good 
player to save some money and 
bring in a player who is 
marginally better (at best)? They 
gotta hope it works out.  

--  
27-
11-4 

9  Penguins  

Nobody saw the Jeff Carter 
trade coming but it does make 
sense for the Penguins. He's 
versatile and may be able to 
help the offense with his volume 
shooting and his right-handed 
shot. He's not the impact player 
he once was but it's not bad 
value for a guy with an extra 
year of control and 50% salary 
retention.  

1  
27-
13-2 

10 Wild  

It was a disappointingly quiet 
deadline for them. Seemed like 
they could have used another 
offensive piece or two. Foligno 
may have been on that list.  

1  
24-
13-3 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

11 Jets  

They got Jordie Benn. Call me 
crazy, but not sure that's going 
to fix their defensive issues.  

1  
25-
14-3 

12 Oilers  

Dmitri Kulikov? Fine, but what 
about helping out Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl with 
some forward depth? No? Okay, 
well then it just seems like the 
North division is conceding to 
the Maple Leafs this year.  

1  
25-
15-2 

13 Bruins  

Boston may be the biggest 
winner of the deadline based on 
pure value. They swiftly 
addressed their three main 
areas of concern -- secondary 
scoring, forward depth and 
defensive help -- with two trades, 
neither of which cost them 
anything of major importance. 
Taylor Hall has a chance for 
redemption on the second line in 
Boston, where he'll finally get to 
play for a good team. Curtis 
Lazar can be a good back of the 
lineup add. Mike Reilly provides 
some support on the blue line. 
Will these deals "fix" the Bruins? 
Maybe not, but they improved 
without breaking the bank.  

1  
21-
12-6 

14 Rangers  

They stayed quiet, which isn't 
shocking. Jeff Gorton seems to 
like the direction of his young 
team, as he should. Still, it might 
come as disappointing news for 
fans who were hoping they might 
push for the playoffs this year.  

1  
19-
16-6 

15 Canadiens  

Talk about completely 
mismanaging the early stage of 
Victor Mete's career. Eric Staal, 
Jon Merrill and Erik Gustafsson 
aren't gonna sell many season 
tickets but they could help the 
Habs' depth down the stretch.  

2  
18-
12-9 

16 Predators  

They decided not to sell and now 
they better pray they hold it 
together long enough to justify 
keeping some of the pieces that 
may have commanded a 
premium. (See: Ekholm.)  

2  
23-
19-1 
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17 Flyers  

They didn't really do anything, 
unless you consider the Scott 
Laughton extension to be part of 
their deadline work. They're 
going to ride this frustrating 
season out and, if things stay the 
course, probably miss the 
playoffs.  

4  
19-
16-6 

18 Blues  

They had a number of players 
they could have moved, 
including Vince Dunn, Mike 
Hoffman and even Tyler Bozak. 
But they stood pat and decided 
to ride it out in hopes of a playoff 
spot. Looking at how many 
games they've got left against 
the Wild, Avalanche and Golden 
Knights...good luck.  

1  
19-
16-6 

19 Coyotes  

The league's most boring team 
had a boring deadline. Go figure. 

3  
19-
19-5 

20 Stars  

Jamie Oleksiak didn't go 
anywhere, which is a bit 
surprising considering Dallas 
claimed Sami Vatanen and a 
number of teams could have 
used a defensive add.  

1  
15-
14-
11  

21 Blackhawks 

Stan Bowman did well in the 
Mattias Janmark deal and he 
netted some additional picks and 
prospects with his expiring 
assets. It was a pretty decent 
deadline for the Hawks, as they 
bolstered their pool of future 
assets without subtracting 
anything of long-term 
significance.  

1  
20-
18-5 

22 Sharks  

Shoutout to Doug Wilson for 
scoring some free draft picks in 
his brokering of deals. If you've 
got the money and you're not 
going to add, you may as well 
use it to buy some draft picks.  

--  
18-
19-4 

23 Kings  

Not a bad job with the Jeff Carter 
trade, but I wonder about the 
Iafallo extension. It's fair enough 
from a dollars perspective, but 
does it align with the team's 
rebuild timeline? Is he going to 
eat up valuable minutes that 
could be used on a younger 
player's development? Would 

1  
16-
19-6 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

they have been smarter to just 
cash in on his expiring deal?  

24 Canucks  

I have no clue what Jim Benning 
is doing anymore.  

1  
16-
18-3 

25 Flames  

They did a good job selling the 
assets they needed to. Sam 
Bennett earned them more than 
I expected. Now you wonder if 
more sweeping changes are 
coming this offseason.  

--  
17-
21-3 

26 Devils  

They did fine with the Palmieri 
trade and some of their others, 
but they couldn't get anyone to 
take Ryan Murray? I find that 
hard to believe.  

--  
14-
20-6 

27 
Blue 
Jackets  

They've now got three 1st-
rounders this year (including 
their own) after doing well with 
the Nick Foligno and David 
Savard deals. They also added 
three picks next year. That's 
some good reloadin'.  

--  
15-
20-9 

28 Red Wings  

I'm stunned Luke Glendening 
didn't move but, in fairness, 
Steve Yzerman got plenty of 
other solid deals done. Getting 
two high picks (including a first-
rounder) and Jakub Vrana for 
Anthony Mantha was one hell of 
a move for a rebuilding team.  

1  
15-
23-6 

29 Senators  

I think they sold and somehow 
stumbled into getting better by 
accident. I like the addition of 
Victor Mete. He should be able 
to grow with that young group.  

1  
14-
25-4 

30 Ducks  

They were poised to be one of 
the biggest sellers and instead 
they held onto Ryan Getzlaf, 
Rickard Rakell and Josh 
Manson. Not sure why that 
happened.  

--  
13-
23-7 

31 Sabres  

To not get a 1st-round pick or a 
player better than Anders Bjork 
in return for Taylor Hall is a 
tough pill to swallow, and it's wild 
that they pulled the trigger on 
that deal well in advance of 
Monday's deadline. They may 

--  
10-
25-6 
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have screwed themselves by 
giving Hall that NMC this 
offseason...and, you know, not 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

putting a halfway decent team 
around him.  

 

 

Hurricanes trade Haydn Fleury to Anaheim for Jani Hakanpaa, draft pick 

The Hurricanes swung a last-minute deadline deal and 
defenseman swap with the Ducks 

By Andrew Schnittker  

As first reported by Pierre LeBrun, the Hurricanes swung a 
last-minute deadline deal Monday and completed their 
search for a right-handed defenseman, adding Jani 
Hakanpaa and a sixth-round pick from the Anaheim Ducks in 
exchange for Haydn Fleury.  

This is Hakanpaa’s first full season in the NHL; he’s played 
42 games for the Ducks this year with one assist. The Finn 
should definitely bring a physical presence to the Canes’ 
blue line, with 168 hits and 65 blocked shots this season.  

The trade brings Fleury’s Hurricanes career to an end. After 
being drafted seventh overall in the 2014 draft, Fleury made 
his NHL debut with the Hurricanes in the 2017-18 season, 
his first of four seasons (including this one) in Carolina.  

Fleury became a bit of a fan favorite as he continued to 
develop and added a physical presence to his game, along 
with his strong skating. Fleury scored five goals and 24 
points in 167 games as a Hurricane.  

Often a victim of the Hurricanes’ deep, talented blue line, 
Fleury often found himself the odd-man out on the blue line. 
The highlight of his time in Carolina was his play in the 
Toronto bubble last year, when he was the Canes’ best 
player in the team’s five-game series loss to the Boston 
Bruins, adding a physical presence and scoring two goals.  

The deal could also have been made with the expansion 
draft in mind; as the first draft pick of Ron Francis’ time in 
Carolina, Fleury would have been a likely target for the 
Seattle Kraken.  

Hakanpaa will help balance the Hurricanes’ defensive 
pairings a bit better, as the team now has four defensemen 
who shoot left in Jaccob Slavin, Brady Skjei, Jake Gardiner 
and Jake Bean and three who shoot right in Hakanpaa, 
Dougie Hamilton and Brett Pesce.  

Hakanpaa will be an unrestricted free agent at the end of this 
season.  

The official release from the team follows:  

‘CANES ACQUIRE HAKANPAA FROM DUCKS 

Fleury traded to Anaheim 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has acquired 
defenseman Jani Hakanpaa and a sixth-round pick in the 
2022 NHL Draft in exchange for defenseman Haydn Fleury. 

“Jani is a big, physical defenseman,” said Waddell. “As a 
right-shot, he will be an ideal partner for an offensive-
minded, left-handed blueliner.” 

Hakanpaa, 29, has tallied one assist in 42 NHL games with 
the Ducks this season, ranking third among all NHL skaters 
in hits (168). The 6’5”, 218-pound defenseman has 
registered two points (1g, 1a) in 47 career NHL games, all 
with Anaheim. Hakanpaa has posted 33 points (7g, 26a) in 
179 career AHL games with Peoria, Chicago and San Diego. 
He has also recorded 81 points (25g, 56a) in 298 career 
Liiga (Finland) games with Blues and Karpat. Hakanpaa was 
teammates with Hurricanes forward Sebastian Aho on 
Karpat during the 2015-16 season. The Kirkkonummi, 
Finland, native represented his home country at the 2012 
IIHF World Junior Championship and the 2019 IIHF World 
Championship, winning gold in 2019. Hakanpaa was 
selected by the St. Louis Blues in the fourth round, 104th 
overall, of the 2010 NHL Draft. 

Fleury, 24, has scored one goal in 35 games with Carolina 
this season. The 6’3”, 208-pound defenseman has registered 
24 points (5g, 19a) in 167 career NHL regular-season games 
with the Hurricanes and has added two goals in 17 NHL 
playoff games. The Carlyle, Sask., native was selected by 
Carolina in the first round, seventh overall, of the 2014 NHL 
Draft. 
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He said it: Waddell on the trade and the deadline overall 

Don Waddell spoke to the media on the trade deadline and 
the only deal the Hurricanes made: Haydn Fleury for Jani 
Hakanpaa and a 2022 sixth-round pick. 

By Ryan Henkel and Andrew Schnittker 

The Carolina Hurricanes made just a single deal in the 
waning minutes as the NHL’s trade deadline came to a 
close.  

The Canes sent out former 2014 seventh overall pick, Haydn 
Fleury, to the Anaheim Ducks in exchange for 29 year old 
Finnish defenseman, Jani Hakanpaa, and a 2022 sixth-round 
pick. 

In Hakanpaa, Carolina is getting the right-handed 
defenseman they’ve been searching for, but also one who is 
a 6’5” and 218-pound, stay-at-home defender that also 
brings another physical edge to the lineup.  

Canes general manager Don Waddell spoke with the media 
via Zoom following the end of the deadline. Here’s what he 
had to say: 

On the trade: We’d been talking about getting a right-hand 
shot defenseman. I’d been pretty open about it. We just felt 
that to compliment what we have already that a stay-at-
home, big guy who can play with one of our offensive guys 
made a lot of sense for us. When you make trades, first of all 
they’re not easy to make. But you look at fits. What works for 
your hockey club? We just feel this was a better fit for us, 
and that’s why the decision was made to make the trade.  

On if the expansion draft played into the decision: You put all 
these things into your thinking when you’re making deals 
right now. We know we potentially would have issues with 
our defense via the expansion draft and so instead of just 
letting a player walk away potentially for nothing, we’ll still 
lose a good player one way or another, we just felt that that 
was part of it. It wasn’t the driver of the decision, but it was 
definitely a part of it. Right now, we really like our hockey 
team. That’s why we didn’t make a lot of changes, but we 
really felt that we needed this stay-at-home, right-hand shot 
defenseman. This deal came about. 

On when the deal came about: We talked throughout the 
day. We talked to lots of teams. We probably had 10 or 12 
deals going on at the same time. I think the decision was 
made sometime before 2 o’clock that we were going to go in 
this direction. So today was one day. We’ve been talking 
about different deals regarding this player for a few days 
now. So it was no surprise when I kept telling them ‘We’re 
getting closer on making a decision.’ We had multiple teams 
that were talking to us, but we thought this fit was the best for 
our hockey club as we sit here today. 

On how the salary cup affected the deadline: The salary cap 
plays in, definitely, as you see some of the deals that were 
made around the league. It had to pass through another 
team to get the cap hit down. It’s not like the old days where 
if you want a player you just go make the deal. There’s lots 
more maneuvering, a lot more involved in it. But I do think 
the cap does preclude some teams from making wholesale 
changes. To me, I think the cap’s there for a purpose, and it 
serves its purpose on a day like today.  

On if he talked with Aho about Hakanpaa: We talked to Aho 
about this player a few years ago actually, when he was a 
free agent and coming over here. Sebastian had nothing but 
good things to say, he was a teammate of Sebastian’s. He 
had nothing but good things to say about the character, what 
type of guys he was and all that. Anytime we make deals, we 
always make sure we do as much background check as we 
can. You don’t always have the luxury of doing it. We’ve 
known this player for several years now, and felt very 
comfortable with our team our culture that we have here.  

On Teuvo Teravainen’s status: I know it’s been a little bit of a 
battle. This last week has been much better for him and he’s 
been skating now and getting closer. We don’t have a date 
yet. The good thing is that every day is that he’s been 
showing improvements and hopefully we’ll get him back into 
the lineup soon. 

On Bob Murray and repairing the relationship after leaks last 
year: Bob and I have a long history of deals. We’ve known 
each other for a long time so certain things happen that 
probably shouldn’t have happened but they were no issue. I 
talked to Bob a lot this year on many things. The one thing is 
when we made this trade, and it was clear that I told our 
people to make sure to keep things very quiet until this deal 
comes down, because you don’t ever want to get into any 
kind of situation where someone is afraid to deal with you. 
But I have a great deal of respect for Bob. When you’re 
trading players you’ve got to be careful because whenever I 
make a trade I want the player to hear it from me first. Not 
from the media. And today, when I called Fleury it wasn’t out 
there at all. They called their player and that’s the way you 
want it to go down. When the player first hears about it, it’s 
from the general manager. 

On Andrei Svechnikov’s contract status: There’s no priority 
on which one gets done [between Svechnikov and Hamilton]. 
We did the same thing with Andrei [in regards to tabling 
contract discussions] some time back in the season. 
Different circumstances, one’s a UFA and one’s a RFA. We 
said to Andrei’s camp, ‘Let’s just let him play hockey and 
finish out the year here and when the season’s over we’ll sit 
down and figure out what the next contract is going to look 
like.’ There’s no priority of one having to get done over the 
other one. We’re still hopeful that we get them both done in a 
short time and we can move forward 

On if Waddell was more so receiving calls or if he was the 
one making them: The way these things work is that I start 
getting feelers for who is looking for what. I initiate a lot of 
calls and some guys hear stuff and call me. The issue was 
that most teams we were talking to were offering future draft 
picks and younger players. Any of the teams that are right in 
the mix now are having a hard time moving players off their 
roster. We listened to that, but we also knew that we didn’t 
want to go down the stretch right here leading into the 
playoffs minus a defenseman if we weren’t replacing him so 
that’s what we always focused on and we were more vocal in 
that we wanted a right-shot defenseman. That’s what I kept 
telling teams. That was our desire. If we don’t get that we’ll 
revisit at a later date. We pretty much talked to quite a few 
teams about Haydn. 
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On if there was any consideration to trading one of the three 
goalies: I think we’re in a different year this year because of 
all the games that are going to be played. We feel really 
good about our three goalies and yeah, if somebody had 
came along and said that they’d give you X and you thought 
it was worth it, you’d at least listen to it. But I know when me 
and Rod talked about it, we were all comfortable with having 
three goalies. Certainly there’s going to be some guys that 
aren’t going to play as much as others, but with the injuries, 
Petr just came back and with what we’ve gone through the 
last few years, we just felt that we really needed these three 
goalies. We had the roster space and the cap space so we 
weren’t put in a position where we felt that we had to make a 
trade. 

On when Hakanpaa is expected to be in the lineup: I think he 
will be ready to go Thursday night. We’re bringing him in 
tonight. Should be here late tonight so he won’t miss any 
days of testing. I think once he gets here, tomorrow will be a 
day off so he’ll practice on Wednesday and be ready to go 
on Thursday. 

On if the team views Hakanpaa as more than a rental: No 
doubt about it. There’s no reason to talk about it right now. 
Let him come in and get settled. I think we have a good thing 
going here and I think he’ll find that out. Obviously he’s 
talked to Sebastian before and a couple of our other Finnish 
players so I think he could potentially be a good fit. 
Something that we look at longer term. 

 

Hurricanes drop embarrassing loss to Red Wings in Jordan Staal’s 1’000th game 

The Hurricanes played their worst game of the season 
Monday night. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes celebrated Jordan Staal’s 1,000th NHL game 
in PNC Arena Monday night, but that was the only thing 
worth celebrating in an embarrassing 3-1 loss to the Detroit 
Red Wings.  

It was easily the Canes’ worst performance of the season, as 
they were simply outplayed by an inferior opponent.  

James Reimer was a small bright spot for the Hurricanes 
with 27 saves on 29 shots, as he made some saves in the 
first two periods that gave Carolina a chance going into the 
third.  

The game opened with a pre-game ceremony for Staal that 
included a video tribute with messages from his family and 
former teammates, including Hurricanes legends Eric Staal, 
Cam Ward and Justin Williams.  

Jordan Staal received an authentic painting and silver stick 
from Don Waddell, he and his family received more gifts from 
his teammates and their families, and the Hurricanes 
presented Staal and his brothers with a trip to Pebble Beach 
Golf Course.  

Following a scoreless first two periods, the Red Wings 
wasted little time jumping in front in the third, with two goals 
in the first 2:34 of the period.  

Just 24 seconds in, Michael Rasmussen circled the net and 
slid a backhand feed to Adam Erne, who was left unmarked 
at the far post for the tap-in and 1-0 lead. The Canes 
challenged the goal for offsides, but a lengthy review upheld 
it. Erne has been a Hurricanes killer this season; of his 11 
goals, four have come against Carolina.  

With 47 seconds left on the ensuing delay of game penalty, 
the Canes were the victims of a questionable call, as Brady 
Skjei was called for shooting the puck over the glass, but the 
puck appeared to deflect off Evgeny Svechnikov’s stick on its 
way out.  

Just after the 5-on-3 expired, Filip Zadina put Detroit up 2-0 
on the power play.  

Carolina got two power plays of its own in the third period, 
but could not muster any chances and failed to capitalize. 
With 6:06 left to play, however, the Canes finally broke the 
shutout as Nino Niederreiter pounced on a loose puck in 
front of the net and roofed it over Jonathan Bernier to make it 
2-1. The goal got Staal on the scoresheet in his 1,000th 
game with his 17th assist of the season. 

The push came too little, too late, however, as despite pulling 
Reimer for an extra attacker with 2:13 left, the Canes 
couldn’t find the equalizer, and Sam Gagner made it 3-1 with 
an empty netter to put the Canes’ embarrassing loss to bed.  

Perhaps the Canes still had their thoughts on the ceremony 
in the opening frame, but it was not a strong first 20 minutes 
for Carolina, as the Hurricanes were sloppy with the puck 
and the Red Wings controlled play, forcing James Reimer to 
make some sharp stops. 

The Canes seemed to wake up a bit with a couple offensive 
flurries in the last minute of the period, but both teams skated 
to the intermission scoreless thanks to their goaltenders. 

Despite more poor play early in the second period, the 
Canes nearly jumped in front on the game’s first power play 
on a rebound chance for Jesper Fast, but Beriner sprawled 
out for a snow angel to cover the puck.  

Reimer continued to make his own big stops in the second 
period, including a partial breakaway stop on Luke 
Glendening with about six minutes left. 

The Canes got another chance to jump in front with about 
five minute left in the period on a shorthanded breakaway for 
Vincent Trocheck, but Bernier stopped him as the goalie duel 
continued.  

The Canes will now have two days off, and then look to 
bounce back quickly with a game against the Nashville 
Predators Thursday.
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Niederreiter, Reimer on loss to Red Wings 

Rod Brind’Amour, James Reimer and Nino Niederreiter 
spoke to the media after a 3-1 loss to the Red Wings.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

In Jordan Staal’s 1,000th game, the Hurricanes came up with 
their worst performance of the season in an embarrassing 3-
1 loss to the Detroit Red Wings.  

Rod Brind’Amour, Nino Niederreiter and James Reimer 
spoke to the media after the loss, here’s a full breakdown of 
everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if there being a lot going on today had to do with the loss: 
No. Yes, there’s a lot going on, but so what. We talked about 
it. We emphasized all that, and this was not good, obviously. 
Normally when we lose, I can come in and say ‘Give the 
other team credit, we played hard.’ That to me is the one 
game, no disrespect to the other team, they played hard, but 
that’s the one game where I’m like, ‘That was gross.’ To a 
man, that’s the other part. We were not good. I coached a 
terrible game, because I didn’t get the lines going right, I 
couldn’t find the right matchups. It was just no good from 
start to finish and we got what we deserved in that one.  

On the Haydn Fleury for Jani Hakanpaa: You never like 
seeing guys leave, especially since Haydn’s been here a 
long time. But it’s something we needed, a little something 
we don’t have, obviously. Tonight was evidence of that. A 
little more sandpaper to our game, especially on the back 
end. I think it’ll be a good opportunity for Haydn out there, 
and I think we got a little better on the back side, which is 
what we needed. 

On the Red Wings exposing faults in the Canes: They 
worked and we didn’t. We wouldn’t have beat anybody 
tonight. They came and had a good game plan. We beat 
ourselves. If you don’t have 20 guys playing hard, you’re 
going to have a hard time winning, but you watched it, how 
many guys do you think had a good game? That’s a rough 
one for us. Chances are you’re not going to win that.  

On the loss coming in Jordan Staal’s 1,000th game making it 
worse: No doubt. I’ve been here 2.5 years or whatever. 
That’s the first game I can say I feel this way about a game. 
Where we just didn’t bring it. On his night, that’s even more 
disappointing. 

On James Reimer: I guess I should back track, because he 
played well. So when I say 20 guys, I guess I should say 19. 
He at least gave us a chance to hang in there.  

Nino Niederreiter 

On the trade deadline and Jordan Staal ceremony impacting 
the way Carolina started: No, absolutely not. There’s 
definitely no excuse. It was the trade deadline and it was 
obviously a big night for [Staal]. At the end of the day, the 

way we came out and played tonight’s game was definitely 
no good.  

On why Detroit has caused so many problems for the 
Hurricanes this year: They work hard. We think we can just 
make some easy plays. They get it done. That’s the 
storyline, basically. I mean, we tried to be too cute. We’re 
trying to be too fancy in our blue lines or their blue lines, and 
that backfires quickly. They are a hardworking team, and 
they definitely outworked us.  

On this loss hurting more because it came in Staal’s 1,000th 
game and they couldn’t get a win for him: I think that’s what 
hurts the most. It was a big night for Jordan. He’s such a 
great leader. It’s a big accomplishment he had for tonight 
with his 1,000th game. We showed up like that. It’s definitely 
not acceptable. We wish we could have given him a better 
night, but that is how it is. We’ve got to bounce back.  

James Reimer 

On why Detroit has been a challenge this year: I think it’s 
kind of two parts. They come out and they work hard, and 
they played well. Kudos to them. They play hard. They 
pressure us. They play an honest hockey game. 
Unfortunately for us, I think sometimes we just don’t bring 
our A-game when we play them. I think we don’t play like 
we’re capable of playing. When you put those two things 
together and the results speak for themselves.  

On how disappointing it was to have this performance in 
Staal’s 1,000th game: Honestly, that’s probably the worst 
thing. You play a lot of hockey games. Obviously he’s played 
1,000, too. You’re gonna win some, and you’re gonna lose 
some. But on special nights like this, you want to play hard 
and you obviously want to win. You want it to be a great 
night for him.  

Obviously 10 years from now he’s probably not going to 
remember what the score was in his 1,000th game, but for 
the night itself tonight you want him to have a good taste in 
his mouth. Obviously this doesn’t affect his career in any 
way. He’s had a storied career so far. It’s just one of those 
things that as a teammate, you want to do your part. You 
want to back him up, support him and give him a good night. 
It’s a punch in the gut when it doesn’t work out like that.  

On his approach to the three-goalie rotation and getting less 
frequent starts: Obviously it’s the situation we find ourselves 
in. I think as far as handling it, I think it’s just you really - I 
mean not that you never prioritize practice - but I think you 
really have to take advantage of practice and try to get in 
some game-like situations as much as you can and try to 
treat it like a game, so that when it comes to gametime and 
you do get the tap on the shoulder you’re as prepared as you 
can be. I think that’s how I’m handling it. I think that’s 
probably how all the guys are handling it. We kind of take it a 
day at a time and see who is up next.  
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Red Wings spoil Jordan Staal’s 1,000th NHL game, down Hurricanes 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

APRIL 12, 2021 06:51 PM 

  

Jordan Staal was given a proper pregame tribute Monday by the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

Honored for playing his 1,000th NHL game, Staal watched as his family 
— wife, kids and parents — received flowers and gifts. He watched as 
videos were played on the big board at PNC Arena, including one from 
his oldest brother, Eric, of the Montreal Canadiens. 

Before the game, the Canes players all wore Staal No. 11 jerseys in the 
warmup to honor their captain. On the ice, and then standing by the 
bench during the pregame ceremony, was brother Marc of the Detroit 
Red Wings. 

“It was a really cool moment,” Jordan Staal said. 

What Staal wanted more than anything Monday was a victory to 
celebrate. The Canes couldn’t get him one as the Red WIngs handed 
Carolina a second straight loss, winning 3-1 behind 37 saves from goalie 
Jonathan Bernier. 

“It was a big day for ‘Jordo’ but the way we came out and played was no 
good,” Canes forward Nino Niederreiter said. “That’s what hurts the most. 
It was a big night for ‘Jordo’ and he’s such a great leader and it’s a big 

accomplishment he had. It was his 1,000th game and we showed up like 
that. It’s definitely not acceptable.” 

The Canes (27-10-4), who were in first place in the Central Division, 
made it interesting late. Niederreiter jumped on a loose puck in the slot 
and went top shelf to finally beat Bernier with 6:06 left in regulation. 

Staal and Warren Foegele earned assists on Niederreiter’s 15th of the 
season. There was briefly some life. But the Canes couldn’t beat Bernier 
again. 

“Normally when we lose I can come in and say give the other team credit 
and we played hard,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “No disrespect 
for the other team, they played hard, but this is the one game where I’m 
like, ‘That was gross.’ To a man we were not good. We couldn’t have 
beaten anybody tonight.” 

Brind’Amour later changed that assessment a bit, saying goalie James 
Reimer played well, but was sour on the rest. 

“I coached a terrible game,” he said. “I didn’t get the lines going right, I 
didn’t find the right matchups. It was no good from start to finish. We got 
what we deserved in that one. We just didn’t bring it.” 

Adam Erne and Filip Zadina scored in the first 2:34 of the third period 
after the teams were scoreless in the first 40 minutes. The Canes used a 
coach’s challenge after the first score, claiming Erne was offside as he 
entered the zone, but lost the challenge and were penalized for delay of 
game. 

Zadina then scored on a power play and Bernier took it from there as the 
Wings, last in the Central Division, followed up a shootout win Saturday 
with a victory in regulation. 

Sam Gagner scored the final goal after the Canes pulled Reimer, who 
had 28 saves, for an extra attacker. 
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That it was mostly a slog of a game might have been predictable. Games 
scheduled on the day of the NHL trade deadline can be that way, with 
players going through a stressful day and some changing teams, leaving 
teammates behind. That included Anthony Mantha, traded Monday by 
Detroit to the Washington Capitals. 

“Yes, there’s a lot going on today but so what? I mean, you’ve got a job 
to do,” Brind’Amour said. “We talked about it and emphasized all that. 
This was not good, obviously.” 

The Canes began the day in first place in the Central with 57 points, with 
one game-in-hand over Tampa Bay, which also had 57. Carolina will 
ends its eight-game homestand with two games against Nashville, then 
have a tough stretch -- sets of two road games each against Tampa Bay, 
Florida and Dallas. 

Erne scored off a pass from Michael Rasmussen, who circled the net and 
backhanded the puck. The Canes then challenged the score, claiming 
Erne was offside entering the zone, but the initial ruling was upheld after 
review. That resulted in a delay-of-game penalty against Carolina. 

Soon, there was another. Defenseman Brady Skjei attempted to clear the 
puck but flipped it over the glass. The Wings did not score in their 47 
seconds of a 5-on-3 advantage but quickly scored 5-on-4 as Filip Zadina 
took a pass from Rasmussen and beat goalie James Reimer. 
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What did the Carolina Hurricanes do at the NHL trade deadline? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

APRIL 12, 2021 03:44 PM 

  

For a long time Monday, just before the NHL trade deadline, it appeared 
the Carolina Hurricanes had made the decision that they liked their team 
and would stick with it. 

But that changed, just before the 3 p.m. deadline. 

The Canes sent defenseman Haydn Fleury to the Anaheim Ducks for 
defenseman Jani Hakanpaa and a sixth-round draft pick in 2022. 

The move was a little surprising in that Fleury was set to play for the 
Canes on Monday against the Detroit Red Wings. Canes coach Rod 
BrindAmour said Monday morning that Fleury would be in the lineup and 
Jake Bean a scratch. 

With the Canes 27-9-4 and sitting in first place in the Central Division, the 
Canes could have decided to stand pat. But additions made by division 
contenders Tampa Bay and Florida, who both added right-shot 
defensemen, might have changed the equation. 

Hakanpaa, 29, gives the Canes another right-shot D-man, joining Dougie 
Hamilton and Brett Pesce. A former fourth-round draft pick by the St. 
Louis Blues, the Kirkkonummi, Finland, native has played 42 games this 
season for Anaheim and is a big guy at 6-foot-5 and 218 pounds who has 
168 hits, third in the NHL. He is a pending UFA this offseason. 

Fleury, 24, was Carolina’s first-round draft choice in 2014, the seventh 
overall pick, and played in 35 games this season, and 167 in his NHL 
career. At 6-3 and 208 pounds, the left-shot defenseman has a physical 
edge to his play and was effective last year in the 2020 postseason. 

“We have been talking about getting a right-shot defenseman and have 
been pretty open about it,” Canes president and general manager Don 
Waddell said on a Monday media call. “We just feel to complement what 

we have already, a stay-at-home big guy who can play with one of our 
offensive (defensemen) made a lot of sense for us. 

“With trades, you look at fits, what works for your hockey club. We think 
this is a better fit for us and that’s why the decision was made to make 
the trade. Right now we really like our hockey team, which is why we 
didn’t make a lot of changes but we really felt we need a stay-at-home, 
right-hand shot defenseman.” 

In a season played during the pandemic and with salary-cap concerns, 
there were only a handful of notable NHL deals Monday as the 3 p.m. 
deadline neared. As Sunday turned into Monday, the Buffalo Sabres sent 
Taylor Hall and Curtis Lazar to the Boston Bruins in a wee-hours 
transaction. Late in the afternoon Monday, the Washington Capitals 
acquired Anthony Mantha from the Red Wings for Jakub Vrana, Richard 
Panik, as well as a 2021 first-round pick and a 2022 second-round draft 
pick. 

Waddell said he had spoken with several teams Monday about potential 
deals, saying 10 or 12 trades were discussed. By 2 p.m., he said the 
decision had been made to pursue Hakanpaa and get the deal done. 

Hakanpaa played with center Sebastian Aho a few years back in the 
Finnish league and Waddell said Aho had been consulted. He said the 
Canes first talked to Aho when Hakanpaa came to the NHL as a free 
agent in 2019. 

“Sebastian had nothing but good things to say about his character and 
what kind of guy he was, and was comfortable that he would come in and 
fit well with our team and our culture we have,” Waddell said. 

Four hours before the deadline Monday, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
was asked on a media call if he believed he would have the same team 
post-deadline, with no new faces in the mix. 

“I envision us being the same group moving forward here,” Brind’Amour 
said. 

The “group” in Brind’Amour’s mind includes a return of injured forwards 
Teuvo Teravainen and Brock McGinn. Teravainen, who has had COVID 
issues and a concussion, has been limited to 13 games this season and 
not played since March 4. McGinn has been out the past three games 
with an upper-body injury. 

McGinn should return, Brind’Amour said Monday. But Teravainen’s 
status remains in doubt. 

“That’s the big question mark,” Brind’Amour said. “Teuvo’s the wild card. 
We need him back. We need him to turn the corner and say he’s ready to 
go. We’re banking on it, obviously, but having him back would really 
make things feel a lot better, that’s for sure.” 

Waddell said Teravainen had been skating and had shown improvement 
in the past week. He said Teravainen was “getting closer” but that there 
was no target date for his return. 

Brind’Amour said he spent no time paying attention to NHL scuttlebutt 
about trades or any names being mentioned. Nor, he said, did he think 
his players were affected by it. 

“I think in our case, when there’s really not much expected to happen, I 
don’t think it’s that big a deal in our locker room,” he said. “With some 
teams it’s way different. I think obviously they’re in a little more different 
places, so they’re a little more apprehensive and what not, but I don’t 
sense that in our group.” 

A year ago, the Canes added center Vincent Trocheck and defensemen 
Brady Skeji and Sami Vatanen in trades before the deadline. Trocheck 
might be the Canes’ MVP this season and Skjei has paired well with Brett 
Pesce. Vatanen left in free agency after the 2020 postseason. 

Vatanen was placed on waivers Sunday by New Jersey and claimed 
Monday by the Dallas Stars, a Central team. 
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How Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal plans to treat his 1,000th NHL 
game on Monday 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

APRIL 12, 2021 07:00 AM 

  

Jordan Staal of the Carolina Hurricanes will play his 1,000th NHL regular-
season game Monday against the Detroit Red Wings and will do it much 
like he did the other 999. 

He’ll slip on jersey No. 11 and go to work, giving the Hurricanes an 
honest effort, being a good teammate. He’ll get his hands dirty, as the 
players like to say. The center will take the important draws, kill penalties, 
look to score on the power play and match up against the other team’s 
best forwards. 

“You can’t play a thousand games without doing it right,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said Sunday. “It’s no fluke. It’s super special.” 

At 6-foot-4, Staal is listed at 220 pounds. Put him on skates and the 
Canes captain looks a lot bigger, especially when you have the puck 
along the boards and No. 11 is coming, determined to separate you from 
the puck. 

Canes’ center Vincent Trocheck, asked a few days ago to describe Staal, 
quickly said “horse.” Staal is that. Center Sebastian Aho offered up two 
words: “Ultimate leader.” That fits, too. 

“He shows up to the rink every day with the perfect example of how to be 
a professional,” forward Warren Foegele said. “He’s always got a good 
attitude. He’s friendly to everyone. And then on the ice, he’s just a 
worker.” 

Brind’Amour, once a pretty rugged center himself, playing almost 1,500 
games, said Staal is the player who is “leading our charge” as the Canes 
(27-9-4) try to finish in first place in the Central Division in this pandemic-
shortened season. The offensive numbers are there, but Staal’s game is 
more than about numbers. 

As Staal approached No. 1,000, many of the Canes have been asked 
about him, his play, about Jordan Staal as a person. Among those who 
know Staal best are two players not on the Canes. They’re his two 
brothers in the NHL — center Eric Staal of the Montreal Canadiens and 
defenseman Marc Staal of the Red Wings. 

“Jordan is such a humble, team-first person who does everything right 
day to day,” Eric Staal said in an interview with The News & Observer. 
“And 1,000 is a great milestone. When you look back at the history of the 
game, there’s not that many guys who get to suit up that many games. 
It’s a special moment. Awesome.” 

Marc Staal, unless something changes Monday before the NHL trade 
deadline, will be on the ice as Jordan is recognized and honored by the 
Hurricanes. Jordan Staal was in Minnesota in 2017 when the Wild 
honored Eric on his 1,000th. Marc, who has played 935 games, will be at 
PNC Arena for Jordan’s ceremony — Eric will be shown on a video 
congratulating his brother. 

“To be able to compete in the best league in the world for that many 
games is quite an accomplishment,” Marc Staal said in a News & 
Observer interview. “Regardless of who you are that’s a pretty cool 
milestone for a player. It’s special that I’ll be there in the building for it 
and be a part of it.” 

Jordan and Marc battled Saturday at PNC Arena as the Red Wings 
edged the Canes 5-4 in a shootout. This wasn’t like the famous brotherly 
pillow fights back in Thunder Bay, Ontario. This was two big men going at 
it as Marc Staal, who is 6-4 and 210 pounds, banged bodies with his 
“little” brother. 

“He’s so strong and he’s so competitive and he works so hard,” Marc 
Staal said. “He doesn’t give you a shift off, ever. He’s emotionally 
invested into every game. 

“I’m always aware of when he’s on the ice and where he is. That’s just 
the way it is when you have a brother. You always know where they are.” 

Marc Staal was on the ice Saturday in the first period when Jordan 
picked up the puck on the right wing and used that slingshot wrister to 
score, beating goalie Thomas Greiss to the far post. It’s a shot both Eric 
and Jordan have used as a go-to move through the years. 

With six minutes left in the third period, Marc Staal put a shoulder into 
Jordan’s chest in the Detroit zone, knocking him down. No brotherly love 
there. 

“I talked to Jordan after the game and he said Detroit played really well, 
but he didn’t mention anything about being hit by Marc,” Eric said, 
laughing. ”I’ll have to ask him about that.” 

When Jordan played for the Pittsburgh Penguins, he saw less of Marc on 
the ice. Marc Staal, for much of his career with the New York Rangers, 
was more concerned about defending two other Pens centers, Sidney 
Crosby and Evgeny Malkin. But once Jordan was traded to the Canes in 
June 2012, Marc found himself on the ice with Jordan more and more, 
contending with someone he has referred to as the “beast” of the Staal 
family. 

“He’s always been big,” Marc said. “I’m a year and a half older, but he 
was always pretty much the size of me or bigger all through growing up.” 

Marc chuckled, adding, “He had a little bit different bone structure than 
the rest of us, just a bigger man. A lot of weight to carry on the ice, that’s 
for sure, and he complains about it all the time.” 

More seriously, Marc Staal said he senses Jordan is more comfortable 
this season in his role as captain. Following Justin Williams as captain 
wasn’t easy, but Jordan wears the “C” well now. 

“He knows it’s his responsibility and his job, and I think he’s grabbed the 
wheel and has been driving that team all year long,” Marc Staal said. 

Eric Staal once wore the “C” for the Canes, following Brind’Amour as 
team captain. He took pride in that but is just as proud of seeing Jordan 
have the “C” on his Hurricanes jersey. 

“I was fortunate to play with him there for a few years and in sort of a 
subtle way pass the torch,” Eric said. “The success he is having, and the 
team in general, is fun to see. He’s leading the charge there as the 
leader and is still that team-first player he has always been.” 
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Three words to sum up 1,000 games of Hurricanes’ Jordan Staal 

 

By Sara Civian  

Apr 12, 2021 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 13, 2021 

 

What moments come to mind when you think about Jordan Staal’s NHL 
career, the one that reached the 1,000-regular-season-game milestone 
Monday? 

Probably not that game, a 3-1 loss against the Red Wings that was 
devoid of the quiet effort he’s captained this team into embodying. But 
the disappointment in the faces and the statements of Nino Niederreiter 
and James Reimer after the Canes couldn’t secure that milestone win for 
Staal showed how much he means to the team more than a good 
moment ever could. 

“I think that’s what hurts the most (about the loss),” Niederreiter said. “It 
was a big night for Jordan. He’s such a great leader. It’s a big 
accomplishment he had for tonight with his 1,000th game, and we 
showed up like that? It’s definitely not acceptable. We wish we could 
have given him a better night, but that is how it is. We’ve got to bounce 
back.” 

“Honestly, that’s probably the worst thing,” Reimer concurred. “You play 
a lot of hockey games. Obviously he’s played 1,000, too. You’re gonna 
win some, and you’re gonna lose some. But on special nights like this, 
you want to play hard and you obviously want to win. You want it to be a 
great night for him. Obviously 10 years from now he’s probably not going 
to remember what the score was in his 1,000th game, but for the night 
itself tonight you want him to have a good taste in his mouth.” 

Reimer is one of the best in the league at putting things in perspective, 
and he’s absolutely right, here — as angry as the Canes were about their 
subpar night against Detroit, Staal is not going to remember that when he 
looks back on his career in 10 years. That’s kind of a perk of playing 
1,000 games. 

What will he remember, though? And what will become his legacy to the 
rest of us? 

There’s the obvious Stanley Cup with Pittsburgh in 2008-09, and those 
four goals and nine big points on that playoff run. His 22 goals and 49 
points that regular season, by the way, ranked No. 3 on the team behind 
Evgeni Malkin and Sidney Crosby that year. 

There are the early-career records: most short-handed goals by a rookie 
(7), youngest player to score two short-handed goals in one game (18 
years, 41 days), youngest player to score on a penalty shot (18 years, 41 
days), youngest player to score a hat trick (18 years, 153 days old, 
against the Maple Leafs on Feb. 10, 2007). 

Then, there’s the time he stuck with the Hurricanes through the dark 
ages and saw it through to clinch their first playoff berth in nine years in 
2019. 

It’s so hard to pinpoint an exact moment that defines Jordan Staal 
because a large chunk of his early career had been an input of greatness 
and a deserved output of that same greatness resulting in personal 
accolades, then a large chunk of his late career was being that same 
exact person — without the help of Crosby, Malkin, Marc-Andre Fleury 
and more. 

I guess there’s somewhat of a stat for that. Staal is now the fifth player in 
NHL history to skate in his 1,000th career game while a member of the 
Canes and/or Whalers, joining Ray Whitney (Oct. 21, 2009), Rod 
Brind’Amour (Nov. 15, 2002), Glen Wesley (Jan. 20, 2001) and Brian 
Propp (March 2, 1994, with the Whalers). 

I’d argue that though it isn’t the sexiest option, what has defined Staal as 
a player has been his dedication and consistency to being the same 
exact person for all these years, no matter the circumstances around 
him. This is why Canes players and head coach Brind’Amour get so 
offended when you ask them what has been the difference for Staal in 
his best offensive season since 2017-18. 

“Absolutely nothing (has changed),” Sebastian Aho told me. “The only 
difference is he shows up on the scoresheet. He’s always been the same 
guy. He works hard. He’s the leader on and off the ice. He takes huge 
draws, he kills penalties. He’s been good on the power play every time I 

play with him. So just the difference is he’s producing more points, but 
he’s always been the same player to me. He’s always been a great 
player. I knew that he was capable of that. I played with him a lot my 
second year. I felt it was such an easy game for me. I think I had 
breakaways every game because he defends so well. He just lets you do 
your own thing out there.” 

Staal just sticks with it and doesn’t complain, and he’s been that person 
through every responsibility he’s been asked to take on — and maybe 
since he grins and bears it we don’t quite realize it. But this is a week of 
appreciating Staal and forcing him to participate, as painful as it seems 
for him to talk about himself. 

So if you ask him, the top three moments in his career so far of course 
feature a little bit of family: 

“The Cup’s obviously No. 1, and that moment,” he said. “I thought 
dressing with (brothers Jared Staal and Eric Staal, and Marc Staal) was 
in the building as well, was a really cool moment in my career. I think my 
first year in the league, I think the hat trick in Toronto was a really cool 
moment for myself, and being on Don Cherry after would be No. 3.” 

Jared, now assistant coach of the ECHL’s Orlando Solar Bears, is a 
great sport. He joked in the excellent tribute video produced by the 
Canes that the 998 games without him must have been hard for Jordan. 
He also made it from Orlando’s tough loss against the South Carolina 
Stingrays on Sunday to Jordan’s 1,000th game Monday. 

During the ceremony, the Hurricanes gave Staal a few things, like a 
brothers’ golf trip to Pebble Beach. But when GM Don Waddell revealed 
the painting they made for him, I knew how much the Canes and Waddell 
actually cared. It was exactly what Staal had listed as important 
memories to him, regardless of whether they’d happened with the Canes 
or if they were big moments for the franchise. 

Alternate captain Jordan Martinook often describes Staal as a leader by 
example, and half-jokes that maybe Martinook talks enough for the both 
of them. Though that dynamic was clearly by design and works out well 
for the Hurricanes, it had me wanting to ask some people close to him 
around the hockey world to describe Staal the way he likes to describe 
things: three words or fewer. 

Rod Brind’Amour:  “No. I cannot. 

We love him. 

You know that. 

You’ve heard me talk about him forever. This year is special because his 
play hasn’t changed, the goals are going in. His confidence is there. He’s 
leading our charge. 

It’s that simple.” 

Vincent Trocheck: Horse. Leader. Good guy. 

Sebastian Aho, noted Finn: “I can do it in two words: ultimate leader.” 

Tripp Tracy: We before me. 

Justin Williams: Imposing. Caring. Competitive. 

Sidney Crosby: Team player first. 

Justin Faulk: Genuine. Horse. Desserts. 

Eric Staal: “Genuine. Determined. Caring … There are plenty more that 
describe him as a hockey player but I think these kind of encompass both 
him as a player and a person.” 

Jared Staal: Caring. Compassionate. Competitive. 

Marc Staal: Competitive. Enormous. Good brother. 

Paul Bissonette: Abercrombie and Fitch. 

John Forslund: Dedicated. Committed. Cares. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 13, 2021 

 

I’ve asked the rest of the current Hurricanes how to describe Staal over 
the years, and “competitive” has come up every single time. Fitting for a 
faceoff legend. 
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Hurricanes trade Haydn Fleury for Jani Hakanpaa: Why his handedness, 
contract, style and snarl make him a fit 

 

By Sara Civian  

Apr 12, 2021  

 

Despite being vaguely “in” on trade talks these past few weeks, it looked 
like the Hurricanes had decided to stand pat as the 3 p.m. ET deadline 
rolled around Monday. 

But the buzzer isn’t always the end of the game, as you’ll remember from 
when we thought the Hurricanes were done last season and ended up 
one Brady Skjei deeper. 

That 2020 news conference was delayed by an hour, so I guess we 
should’ve suspected something was brewing this season when the 
Canes preemptively scheduled the 2021 post-deadline presser for an 
hour and 30 minutes after the deadline. And yet again it was a 
defenseman — Anaheim’s Jani Hakanpaa — welcomed into the 
Hurricanes’ beloved blue line logjam (plus a 2022 sixth-round pick). The 
Finland native, who has experience playing with Hurricanes star 
Sebastian Aho, has played 42 games this season for Anaheim and adds 
size at 6-foot-5 and 218 pounds. His 168 hits rank third in the NHL. 

But this time the Hurricanes took a log out of the jam, too, by sending 
homegrown defenseman and 2014 seventh overall pick Haydn Fleury to 
the Ducks. 

On the surface, the move was somewhat surprising on multiple levels. 
After The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun reported that the Canes were holding 
Fleury out of the lineup Saturday ahead of a potential trade, I was told 
the move was just part of the ongoing defense rotation, with Jake 
Gardiner needing to get some reps in after ample time on the taxi squad. 
Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour said this morning that Fleury 
would be in the lineup tonight, with Jake Bean sitting out. But, as noted, 
these things happen fast, and according to Waddell, this trade was 
finalized around 2 p.m. — an hour before the deadline. 

“We talked throughout the day, and we talked to lots of teams,” Waddell 
said. “We probably had 10 to 12 deals going on at the same time, and I 
think the decision was made sometime before 2 o’clock that we were 
going to go in this direction. Today was one day, but we’ve been talking 
about different deals regarding this player for a few days now. We had 
multiple teams that were talking to us, but I felt this fit was the best for 
our hockey club as we sit here today. 

“When we made this trade, I told our people to keep very quiet until this 
deal comes down. … When you’re trading players, you gotta be careful. 
Whenever I make a trade, I want the player to hear from me first, not the 
media. Today when I called Fleurs, it wasn’t out there at all. They called 
their player. That’s the way you want a trade to go down — the first time 
he hears about it, it’s from the general manager.” 

Now, to the trade itself: a defenseman for a defenseman (and a low draft 
pick). What was the point? To me, it’s a lot of little things adding up. Let’s 
go rapid-fire, here. 

• Hakanpaa, 29, gives the Hurricanes the right-shot defenseman Waddell 
told me (and the rest of the world) they were seeking. “We like our 

defense, but you know, after you get through our first two sets of pairs, 
we’ve got three lefties there,” he said a few weeks ago. “They all play 
well, but they all would be better on their natural side. They’re all left-
hands who would be better on the left side. … So if we could add a right-
hand-shot defenseman to complement them, I think that would be good.” 
Hakanpaa will be asked to hold it down and protect the crease on the 
right side and anchor one of the many offensive-minded lefties. The 
move also allows the offensively intriguing rookie Bean to play on his 
natural side. 

• The Hurricanes need to think of looming contract negotiations with 
Dougie Hamilton, Andrei Svechnikov and a goalie with every move they 
make. They aren’t really in a position to take on money, and they are in a 
position to actively seek out shedding cap space. Hakanpaa is a pending 
unrestricted free agent with a $750,000 cap hit, and Fleury has a $1.3 
million cap hit this year and next year. 

• In the same off-ice vein, the upcoming expansion draft no doubt 
factored into this trade. The Canes knew that Ron Francis, who drafted 
Fleury and Bean, would be interested in both players. Let Francis take 
one “for nothing,” or get something out of it? It’s a tough call. “We know 
we potentially would have issues with our defense via the expansion 
draft,” Waddell said Monday. “And so instead of just letting a player walk 
away potentially for nothing — we’ll still lose a good player one way or 
another; we just felt that that was part of it. It wasn’t the driver of the 
decision, but it was definitely a part of it. Right now, we really like our 
hockey team. That’s why we didn’t make a lot of changes, but we really 
felt that we needed this stay-at-home, right-hand-shot defenseman.” 

• Fleury likes to play with an offensive edge, and as much as he’d grown 
over the past two seasons — most notably his impact during Round 1 of 
the 2020 playoffs — he was tapering off in that aspect this season, with 
one goal and no assists in 35 games. I wouldn’t fully blame that on the 
player — it was more of a structural dilemma because the Hurricanes 
have so many like-minded defensemen and he was getting bottom-of-
the-barrel minutes as a result. But it wasn’t fully serving either side, 
whereas a player who can complement offense might be a better fit. 

• Speaking of which, again, Hakanpaa’s 168 hits are third-most among all 
NHL players, and the Canes have reluctantly given up that snarl in letting 
go of defensemen like Calvin de Haan and Joel Edmundson recently. 
Their acquisition of Cedric Paquette earlier in the season also indicated a 
desire for more grit in the lineup as the Canes prepare to make a run at a 
Cup. 

• The Hurricanes have expressed over and over that they didn’t want to 
do too much and mess with the dressing room chemistry when the team 
is hovering around No. 1 in the league standings. This seems like 
something that could provide a little spark without a huge risk of regret. 
They’ve talked to countryman and former teammate Aho about 
Hakanpaa for years since he came over to play in North America. 

• For a final assessment of the fit, we turn it over to The Athletic’s Ducks 
reporter, Eric Stephens: “Depth is always a valuable element for a team 
that envisions having a long playoff run, and while Hakanpaa isn’t going 
to move the needle much on his own, his presence on a deep Carolina 
blue line could come in handy if injuries do arise. Ideally, he can slot in 
best on a third pair and can certainly be used on the penalty kill. 
Hakanpaa has made the transition to NHL hockey in his second try after 
being a St. Louis draft pick a decade ago. The 6-foot-5 Finn brings huge 
size, some physical play and shot-blocking ability (his 65 over 42 games 
led Anaheim). While he won’t win many races from a standing start, he 
can skate well enough to get to pucks first and move them out of trouble 
areas. He has been steady working off Cam Fowler this season and 
could operate in the same role alongside a mobile, offensive-minded 
defender.” 
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A quiet NHL trade deadline for Predators, for whom good is still the 
enemy of great| Estes 

 

GENTRY ESTES | Nashville Tennessean 

 

I’m not much for well-worn sports adages, but I’ll confess that one came 
to mind as the minutes ticked down to 2 p.m. Monday without the 
Nashville Predators making noise: 

Good is the enemy of great. 

General manager David Poile has gone through a second consecutive 
NHL trade deadline without budging much either way. He wasn’t selling. 
His team – as of recently  – wasn’t bad enough to be a lost cause. But he 
wasn’t buying big, either, because his team wasn’t good enough. 

It’s exactly where Poile was at the last season’s deadline: wait-and-see 
mode. 

Waiting to see a long-term path. Waiting to see, for now, if the Preds can 
slip into the playoffs and pretty good can turn into great on its own, a la 
the Stanley Cup Finals run of 2017. 

Waiting to see if this roster is capable of that, when most signs 
suggested otherwise, at least until the past couple of weeks. 

NHL TRADE DEADLINE: Breaking down the biggest rumors, deals of the 
day 

MINOR MOVE: Preds acquire depth piece Erik Gudbranson from 
Senators at NHL trade deadline 

PREDS NEWS: What Predators coach John Hynes said about NHL trade 
deadline after Sunday's win vs. Dallas 

The overhaul didn't happen, though, a sign that hope can be seductively 
powerful. It’ll prompt you to put off the unpleasant work a while longer 
because … well … you just never know. 

"It's good. I'm glad we were a buyer today (adding a role player in Erik 
Gudbranson) versus a seller," Poile said. "That's always a good sign for 
your franchise, in terms of your belief. I think that clearly shows that you 
believe in the players. I think it's a reward for the players, the coaches, 
the fans that you didn't trade anybody away and that you actually added 
to your team." 

Poile said he had "made up my mind a little while ago" that it would take 
a special offer for him to break up this team. "It just makes more sense to 
me to keep the team together versus what I could have gotten – a couple 
of draft choices or what have you."  

Fair enough. What did – or rather, did not – happen by Monday’s 
deadline, I don’t happen to think is best for the Predators’ future fortunes. 

But I understood. 

After the remarkable heroics from the Predators in recent weeks, it would 
have seemed downright villainous for Poile to deal a Mattias Ekholm or 
Mikael Granlund and pull the rug out from under his players and 
coaches. They never quit on this season. How could Poile do that and be 
able to look them in the eyes? 

By winning 12 of their past 15 games, the Predators basically forced 
Poile’s inaction. And the run has truly been remarkable, against the odds 
in so many ways. 

With a revolving door of key injuries and no-name replacements on a 
team that still struggles to score. With half of those 12 victories by only 
one goal. With four of them in overtime, during which the Predators are 
an astounding 8-of-9 this season. 

They’ve also done it in the face of unending in-house pressure. For a 
while, it has felt like each goal conceded or scored had the potential to 
swing the direction of the entire franchise for years. Poile himself 
exacerbated that, remaining publicly non-committal leading up to 
Monday’s deadline. 

While it’s easy to say the Predators’ turnaround has come in spite of 
such an atmosphere, I’ve started to think it actually has been in large part 
because of it. 

Credit great goaltending, yes, and the surprisingly effective contributions 
of young fill-in players. But the threat of a roster overhaul, I believe, 
forced this team to find an edge and an identity that was lacking. 

These Predators are best with their backs against the wall. Even in the 
dark days earlier this season, they routinely played harder and better 
when trailing in the third period. Stands to reason that the consequences 
of the approaching trade deadline got them going when little else could. 

So what now that the deadline has passed? 

All the speculation about trades has made 2 p.m. Monday feel like a 
finish line for the Predators – and it’s not. While the pressure of a looming 
rebuild eases for now, it’ll be replaced by the mounting pressure of a 
playoff race for one available spot. 

These Predators can’t ease up and hope to get there. They’re not good 
enough – offensively or otherwise. 

And that’s kind of the point. 

"I'm not talking Stanley Cup right now," Poile said, "because that's not on 
the radar right now. The only thing is we have 13 games to go to play the 
best to get in the playoffs. That may happen. I think it's going to happen, 
but it may not happen." 

NEW PRED: 3 things to know about Erik Gudbranson 

Just good enough to not blow it up might bide more time. But that 
shouldn't be confused with progress. 

Poile continues to gamble with a relatively weak hand. 

"When you're playing poker, I like to be all-in," he said. "That's a much 
better position than just sitting on the sidelines. So I like where we are." 

Doesn’t mean he can’t win, but it does mean he’s planning to play those 
same cards for a while longer. Perhaps they'll look better the longer we 
stare at them. 
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Nashville Predators acquire depth piece Erik Gudbranson from Senators 
at NHL trade deadline 

 

MIKE ORGAN | Nashville Tennessean 

 

Nashville Predators coach John Hynes said the manner in which the 
team has turned its season around has put it in position to "play some 
real meaningful games down the stretch." 

The Predators will be able to continue that stretch and their playoff push 
with the same players on the roster they've had since winning 12 of their 
past 15 games after making only one depth move Monday at the NHL 
trade deadline. 

The Predators acquired defenseman Erik Gudbranson, 29, from Ottawa 
for defensive prospect Brandon Fortunato, 24, and a 2023 seventh-round 
draft pick. 
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"Erik is a veteran player; he's a big physical defenseman that falls into 
the identity that we want our team to play," Predators general manager 
David Poile said. "We've been very banged up all over in our lineup and 
especially on defense, and Erik certainly gives us some good depth as 
we head into the last 13 games of the regular season." 

This was Gudbranson's first season with the Senators. He has played in 
36 games and registered three points (one goal, two assists). He led the 
Senators defensemen in hits with 92 and was third in blocked shots with 
51. 

Estes: A quiet NHL trade deadline for Predators, for whom good is still 
the enemy of great 

The 6-foot-5, 217-pounder was the third overall pick in 2010. He has 
played for Florida (2011-16), Vancouver (2016-19), Pittsburgh (2019-20) 
and Anaheim (2019-20). 

The Predators are  19-9-1 in their past 29 games. Nashville won a 3-2 
shootout over Dallas on Sunday night and plays defending Stanley Cup 
champion Tampa Bay on Tuesday at Bridgestone Arena.  

The Predators were in fourth place in the Central Division with 47 points 
entering Monday night's games. The Chicago Blackhawks, a team the 
Predators are 5-0 against this season, are in fifth with 43, and Dallas has 
41. 

"I'm glad we were a buyer today versus a seller; that's always a good 
sign for your franchise in terms of our belief," Poile said. "That clearly 
shows you believe in the players. It's a reward for the players, the 
coaches, the fans that you didn't trade anybody away and that you 
actually added to your team. It's been really good and exciting the last 
three weeks, and let's hope it continues that way."    

Several of the players who have been injured have started to return, and 
that is another factor that could help in the playoff push. 

Poile said the hot streak the Predators have been  on came close to 
convincing him not to give up any of his key players long before 
Monday's deadline. 

"I was listening because that's free," he said. "But I had pretty well made 
up my mind a little while ago based on how things were going that it 
would have to be something that would be really different than anything I 
had heard of or had been brought up to me that would make me want to 
change where we are right now." 
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3 things to know about Erik Gudbranson, Nashville Predators' new 
defenseman 

 

WILL BACKUS  | Nashville Tennessean 

 

The Nashville Predators were quiet for most of Monday ahead of the 2 
p.m. NHL trade deadline.  

They made one move, acquiring defenseman Erik Gudbranson, 29, from 
Ottawa for defensive prospect Brandon Fortunato and a 2023 seventh-
round NHL draft pick.  

Here are three things to know about Gudbranson, the Predators' newest 
defenseman.  

Journeyman 

This will be Gudbranson's fifth new team in four calendar years.  

After spending 2011-16 with the Florida Panthers, he was traded to the 
Vancouver Canucks. He spent most of three seasons there, though he 
was traded to the Pittsburgh Penguins with 19 games left in the 2018-19 
season.  

Seven games into the 2019-20 season with Pittsburgh, Gudbranson was 
traded to the Anaheim Ducks. In October 2020, the Ducks moved him to 
his hometown Ottawa Senators in exchange for a 2021 fifth-round pick.  

Leadership qualities 

Gudbranson was named an alternate captain during his brief stint in 
Ottawa.  

He shared the title with fellow defenseman Thomas Chabot and wing 
Brady Tkachuk. It was the first time in his professional career that he's 
served in a role like that.  

In 36 games with the Senators, Gudbranson registered nine total points 
with one goal and two assists. Those four goals tied his career high, 
previously set with the Florida Panthers during the 2014-15 season.  

Depth piece 

Gudbranson isn't the type of player who will change a team's outlook 
immediately.  

He's spent most of his career as a solid depth player, which is something 
Nashville needs after a recent string of injuries. Six defenseman were 
forced to miss Sunday's game against the Dallas Stars because of injury.  

With a healthy Ryan Ellis, Mattias Ekholm and Roman Josi, there's no 
chance Gudbranson starts for the Predators. That being said, he 
probably will see a good amount of time on the ice to spell those in front 
of him and allow others to heal. 
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What Predators coach John Hynes said about NHL trade deadline after 
Sunday's win vs. Dallas 

 

WILL BACKUS  | Nashville Tennessean 

 

Just a month ago, it looked as if the Nashville Predators were headed 
towards a rebuild.  

They coasted drearily through the first couple of months of the regular 
season, struggling to make any distinguishable mark on the season. 
Combine the Preds' uninspiring start with a group of appealing veterans 
that could draw huge buys on the trade market, and it seemed a fire sale 
was in their future.  

But on the eve of the NHL trade deadline, Nashville continued what has 
been a seemingly improbable turnaround, earning a 3-2 shootout victory 
against the Dallas Stars on Sunday night in Bridgestone Arena.  

The Predators (23-19-1) have now won 12 of their last 15, and four of six 
in the month of April. It was their third shootout victory against the Stars 
(15-14-11). Nashville holds a sterling 5-0 record in games decided that 
way. 

While April 12 was once circled in sharpie, it could be a quiet day for a 
group that's finally putting things together.  

"I think the commitment level that we've got from the group, and the way 
that we're playing, we've given ourselves a chance to compete for a 
playoff spot," Nashville coach John Hynes said. "We're putting ourselves 
in position to play some real meaningful games down the stretch here." 
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Nashville is firmly in the playoff hunt, holding down fourth place in the 
Central Division with 47 points. The Chicago Blackhawks aren't far 
behind with 43, while Dallas has 41.  

The question now facing Nashville's front office is to what extent, if at all, 
it wants to break up the current core of players.  

Mikael Granlund, 29, and Mattias Ekholm, 30, are listed in the top 15 of 
TSN's Trade Bait List, at eight and 11 respectively. Granlund's contract is 
expiring this season, while Ekholm has a year left.  

Both could be flipped for younger assets or future draft picks, which 
would certainly set Nashville up for more success down the road. 
Likewise, each would come with a steep immediate price.  

Ekholm is a fan-favorite, with 10 years of experience in Nashville. He's 
one of the top two-way defensemen in the league— a leader in a group 
that created some worry for the Predators in the preseason.  

Granlund could be a more realistic option to move, but he's been pivotal 
in the turnaround. In the past 15 games, he's registered at least one point 
in seven of them, including five goals.  

Nashville has been quiet on the trade front so far, and general manager 
David Poile has gone on record as believing things will stay relatively 
peaceful.  

While he doesn't really have a say in what moves do — or don't— get 
made, Hynes knows that the Predators have his team has momentum. 
He just wants to keep that going.  

"That's what we control as coaches and players," Hynes said. "Is the 
identity we play with, the effort, the energy we bring to the rink. We feel 
like we have a real committed group. That's what we're focused on." 
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Predators GM David Poile went with his heart over his head at the trade 
deadline 

 

By Adam Vingan Apr 12, 2021  

  

On March 14, the Predators were 11-16-1 and 10 points out of a playoff 
spot in the Central Division. General manager David Poile’s approach to 
the trade deadline seemed simple — sell, sell, sell. 

The next day, the Predators beat the Tampa Bay Lightning, the first of 12 
wins in 15 games leading into Monday’s deadline, which came and went 
without much movement in Nashville. 

“We started winning,” Poile said, “and there was less need for people to 
call me and less need for me to want to call other people.” 

Defenseman Mattias Ekholm, who at one point was the most talked-
about player in trade rumors, is still here. So is pending free-agent 
forward Mikael Granlund, who surely could have netted the Predators a 
future asset or two. 

Poile, however, did trade for pugnacious Ottawa Senators defenseman 
Erik Gudbranson, who joins his fifth team since signing a three-year, $12 
million contract with the Vancouver Canucks in February 2018. (The cost 
— a 2023 seventh-round draft pick and defensive prospect Brandon 
Fortunato — was low, at least.) 

ERIK GUDBRANSON (TO NASHVILLE, INEXPLICABLY) IS AN 
EXTREMELY POOR DEFENDER. PIC.TWITTER.COM/S7QANVAZL9 

— MICAH BLAKE MCCURDY (@INEFFECTIVEMATH) APRIL 12, 2021 

It was the type of depth move that Poile has made at recent deadlines, 
when the Predators were thought to be legitimate contenders. The big 
difference this time is that these Predators are not. They might not even 
make the playoffs. 

Even Poile acknowledged that, which makes his decisions more 
confounding. 

“I think that’s really reaching for it to say that we’re a Stanley Cup 
contender right now,” Poile said. “We need to make the playoffs first. 
That would be a significant step from where we were to get there.” 

The fact that the Predators have been able to revive their season while 
missing several regulars because of injury and relying on rookies is 
nothing short of remarkable. Poile said he has “a lot more optimism today 
than there was last year at this time,” crediting the players’ renewed work 
ethic, the strides made by the team’s prospects and significantly 
improved goaltending.  

“I can really see the outline of what the puzzle looks like, and it looks like 
a team to me right now,” Poile said. “That’s what the puzzle looks like. It 
looks like the Nashville Predators are a really good, close-knit team.” 

But Poile’s job requires realism. This season, the Predators have a 3-13-
1 record against the Lightning, Carolina Hurricanes and Florida Panthers, 
one of whom would be their first-round opponent. (Seven of their final 13 
games are against those teams, and Poile said that none of the nine 
injured players are expected back this week.) 

“The top three teams in our division have been dominant in terms of us 
playing against them,” Poile said. 

Resident number-cruncher Dom Luszczyszyn ran simulations of each 
potential series using his Game Score Value Added algorithm. It gave the 
Lightning an 80.4 percent chance and the Hurricanes a 68.4 percent 
chance of beating the Predators, respectively. A series against the 
Panthers was a coin flip at 50.8 percent. 

Upsets happen, as the 2016-17 Predators can attest. This was not the 
season to go for it, though. It would have been more worthwhile for Poile 
to accumulate assets that could have helped the team in the future. 

When asked about Ekholm, who is under contract through next season, 
Poile made it sound like he never seriously entertained the idea of 
trading him. 

“His name got thrown out there a lot in trade baits and different things,” 
Poile said. “My next conversation with Mattias will be after this year about 
how he thinks he fits into the future of this hockey club and whether he 
would like to be here longer, not whether we want to trade him.” 

Even so, Poile was given a rare opportunity at a do-over with Granlund, 
whom he held onto at the deadline last year. Granlund has been 
indispensable as the Predators have dealt with countless injuries, but he 
is not irreplaceable. (The same goes for forward Erik Haula, who is also 
on an expiring contract.) 

Perhaps Poile’s most telling comment Monday was in response to a 
question about when he decided not to sell. 

“In my heart, I was not open to it because of how I believed in this team 
and wanted to give them a chance,” Poile said. “But as a manager, I was 
taking calls, and I was listening, because I think that’s free, and why 
wouldn’t I? But I had pretty well made up my mind a little while ago based 
on how things were going that it would have to be something that would 
be really different than anything that I had heard or had been brought up 
to me to make me want to change where we are right now.” 

He later said, “When you’re playing poker, I like to be all-in. It’s a much 
better position than sitting on the sidelines.” 

His lack of activity at the deadline might be his biggest gamble yet. 
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Lightning add defense depth at NHL trade deadline 

Tampa Bay finds ways to maneuver through cap issues to add pieces for 
another potential playoff run. 

“History has proven that you will need depth on defense if you are going 
to have an extended playoff run,” Lightning general manager Julien 
BriseBois said in a statement. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — The Lightning came away from Monday’s trade deadline a 
deeper team, especially on the blue line. 

Tampa Bay made its big move on Saturday, acquiring veteran 
defenseman David Savard in a three-team trade that cost it this year’s 
first-round selection and two other draft picks. And in the hours leading 
up to the deadline, the Lightning also added 28-year-old defenseman 
Fredrik Claesson from the San Jose Sharks in exchange for goaltending 
prospect Magnus Chrona. 

For a team strapped by salary-cap constraints that created uncertainty 
about whether it would be able to make any trades at the deadline, the 
Lightning were able to add two pieces to their defense corps. 

Savard, 30, joined the Lightning on Sunday night and participated in his 
first practice with the team on Monday in Nashville. Savard, who played 
his entire 10-year NHL career in Columbus, is expected to make his 
Tampa Bay debut Tuesday against the Predators. 

Claesson, who played just four games for San Jose this season but has 
159 games of NHL experience with four different teams, will be assigned 
to the Lightning’s taxi squad. 

As a left-shot defenseman playing behind veterans who log major 
minutes, such as Victor Hedman, Ryan McDonagh and Mikhail 
Sergachev; Claesson doesn’t figure to play much. Still, his acquisition 
gives the Lightning a balance of five left-shot defensemen and six right-
shot defenseman with NHL experience. 

“History has proven that you will need depth on defense if you are going 
to have an extended playoff run,” Lightning general manager Julien 
BriseBois said in a statement. 

The Lightning used nine different defensemen on their way to winning the 
Stanley Cup last postseason. 

“Depth is key, especially if you want to make a deep run in the playoffs,” 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. 

With the offseason departures of veteran defensemen Kevin Shattenkirk, 
Zach Bogosian and Braydon Coburn, the Lightning had to rely on youth 
this season. 

Rookie Cal Foote’s minutes went up significantly, Andreas Borgman 
suddenly became a contributor after spending nearly the first 2-1/2 
months on the taxi squad and rookie Ben Thomas recently joined the fold 
when veterans McDonagh, Erik Cernak and Jan Rutta were injured. 
Rutta, a veteran right-shot defenseman, was recently placed on long-
term injured reserve. 

Now the Lightning have put themselves in position to be more 
experienced on the blue line while also having given younger players 
valuable experience heading into a potential postseason run. 

Tampa Bay went into the trade deadline not only hindered by the fact it 
had next to zero cap space to make a move but also unaware of how 
many teams would be willing to move players at the deadline. 

The sellers emerged over the past five days, and once the Blue Jackets 
made Savard a healthy scratch on Thursday, he appeared to be on the 
move. Columbus also traded forward Nick Foligno to Toronto in a three-
team trade with San Jose, a significant upgrade for a Maple Leafs team 
that could meet the Lightning in the playoff’s later rounds. 

With several teams up against the cap, the key to getting deals done was 
finding teams willing to take on salary. It usually meant creating a three-
time deal, which is what the Lightning did in acquiring Savard, using draft 
picks as assets to get Columbus and Detroit to assume much of his 
remaining salary. 

Note: The Lightning recalled Mitchell Stephens and Alex Barre-Boulet, 
providing forward options for Tuesday’s game in Nashville with captain 
Steven Stamkos expected to be out. Stephens, who has been out since 
the fourth game of the season, was in AHL Syracuse on a conditioning 
assignment. Barre-Boulet, who played in two games with the Lightning 
earlier this season, has eight goals and four assists in 10 games with the 
Crunch. 
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NHL trade deadline tracker: Panthers land former No. 4 overall pick, 
hang on to Driedger 

 

BY DAVID WILSON 

APRIL 12, 2021 09:00 AM 

 

Deadline day is here and it’s shaping up to be one of the most exciting 
ever for the Florida Panthers. 

The Panthers are in the thick of the Central Division race and a surprise 
Stanley Cup contender, on pace for the best season in their history and 
they have more than $11 million in cap space to work with as the 3 p.m. 
trade deadline approaches. 

We’ll have live updates for you on Florida’s wheeling and dealing 
throughout the day: 

4:00 p.m.: The Panthers have officially announced the Sam Bennett 
trade. They’re sending a 2022 second-round pick and prospect Emil 
Heineman to the Calgary Flames, in exchange for Bennett and a 2022 
sixth-round pick. 

“Sam is a skilled and versatile forward who plays the game with a great 
level of competitiveness, physicality and leadership,” general manager 
Bill Zito said in a statement. “He is a young player who possesses solid 
experience in the postseason and will be an exciting addition to our 
lineup.” 

3:04 p.m.: The Panthers are also getting a sixth-round pick back in their 
trade with the Calgary Flames for versatile forward Sam Bennett, 
according to CapFriendly, so the full terms are: 

Florida gets Bennett and the Flames’ sixth-round pick in the 2022 NHL 
Entry Draft. 

Calgary gets prospect Emil Heineman and the Panthers’ second-round 
pick in the 2022 NHL Entry Draft. 

2:51 p.m.: The Panthers have finally made a deadline-day trade to add 
some help up front. 

Florida is sending a second-round pick to the Calgary Flames in 
exchange for Sam Bennett, The Sports Network reported. The versatile 
forward has 12 points for the Flames this year, and can play center and 
both wing spots. 
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Florida is also sending prospect Emil Heineman, a second-round pick in 
the 2020 NHL Entry Draft, to the Flames in the trade. 

Bennett has a $2.55-million cap hit and will be a restricted free agent at 
the end of the season. 

It’s another relatively low-risk, high-reward deal for general manager Bill 
Zito and the Panthers. Bennett was No. 4 pick in the 2014 NHL Entry 
Draft and is still only 24. In the 2020 Stanley Cup playoffs, Bennett 
scored five goals in 10 games for Calgary. 

2:19 p.m.: The Philadelphia Flyers have agreed to an extension with 
forward Scott Laughton, The Sports Network reported. Another forward is 
off the market. 

The trade deadline is less than an hour away. 

1:47 p.m.: The Los Angeles Kings have agreed to an extension with Alex 
Iafallo, NHL Network reported. The left wing is off a rapidly shrinking 
trade market. 

With the trade deadline a little more than an hour away, the Panthers 
have more than $11 million in cap space to work with. 

1:41 p.m.: Chris Driedger will start in net for the Panthers on Tuesday 
against the Dallas Stars, coach Joel Quenneville said, so it looks like 
Florida won’t move the goaltender ahead of the trade deadline. 

Florida is also getting some reinforcements Tuesday no matter what it 
does Monday. Winger Anthony Duclair should return from a shoulder 
injury Tuesday in Dallas. 

As for the Panthers other new additions, winger Nikita Gusev and 
defenseman Brandon Montour should join Florida on Thursday when it 
faces the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

1:20 p.m.: Another top forward is off the market. 

The Chicago Blackhawks are sending forward Mattias Janmark and a 
fifth-round pick the Vegas Golden Knights, in exchange for a second- and 
third-round pick. 

The market continues to shrink with less than two hours until the trade 
deadline. 

12:30 p.m.: If the Panthers want to upgrade their defense more by the 
deadline, there are still options out there, even after the Tampa Bay 
Lightning traded for defenseman David Savard on Saturday. Here are 
some of the defensemen still out there and most likely to move: 

Jamie Oleksiak, D, Dallas Stars: The Stars are outside the playoff picture 
after reaching the 2020 Stanley Cup Finals and Oleksiak is in the final 
year of his contract. 

Nikita Zadorov, D, Chicago Blackhawks: Zadorov and the Blackhawks 
have discussed a contract extension, The Athletic reported. If the two 
parties can’t strike a deal, it makes sense for Chicago to move the 
defenseman. 

11:30 a.m.: With left wing Taylor Hall heading to the Boston Bruins and 
winger Nick Foligno heading to the Toronto Maple Leafs in the days 
leading up to the trade deadline, the Panthers’ potential options are 
starting to dwindle. They’re not entirely out of options, though. Here are 
some of the forwards still out there and most likely to move: 

Mattias Janmark, C/LW, Chicago Blackhawks: The Blackhawks 
scratched Janmark on Friday to keep him healthy ahead of the deadline. 
He has 10 goals this yearafter helping the Dallas Stars reach the 2020 
Stanley Cup Finals last season. 

Mike Hoffman, LW/RW, St. Louis Blues: Hoffman led Florida in goals last 
season, then signed a one-year deal with the Blues in the offseason. St. 
Louis is currently clinging to fourth place in its division. 

Alex Iafallo, LW, Los Angeles Kings: Until the Kings officially agree to an 
extension with Iafallo, the center technically remains on the market. 

Scott Laughton, C/LW, Philadelphia Flyers: A former first-round pick, 
Laughton is in the final year of his contract and drawing interest from 
contenders, The Athletic reported. 

Scott Laughton drawing strong interest from contenders. Flyers still 
weighing whether to sign or trade him at this point. 

10:30 a.m.: Another top forward target could be off the market. 

The Los Angeles Kings are progressing to an extension with Alex Iafallo, 
The Sports Network reported, which would take the left wing off the trade 
market. 

The Panthers could still use help at center behind star forward 
Aleksander Barkov, but they have the positional flexibility to justify adding 
any sort of forward to aid their struggling power play. 

9:45 a.m.: Early Monday, the biggest domino of the trade deadline fell 
when the Boston Bruins landed Taylor Hall in a trade with the Buffalo 
Sabres. 

While there was no indication they were interested in the left wing, the 
Panthers spent the last week trying to upgrade and have as much cap 
space as anyone. Hall’s $8-million cap hit easily would’ve fit and now 
Florida has the space to add anyone on the market. 

The top targets have mostly gone off the market in the last few days, 
though, as the Tampa Bay Lightning landed defenseman David Savard in 
a trade with the Columbus Blue Jackets on Saturday. 

9 a.m.: The stage is set for the Panthers after making three trades earlier 
this month in anticipation of Monday. 

First, they dealt center Vinnie Hinostroza to the Chicago Blackhawks to 
clear up a minuscule amount of cap room. They followed up with a 
bigger, five-player trade with the Blackhawks on Thursday, mostly to get 
off of winger Brett Connolly’s $3.5-million cap hit. On Saturday, Florida 
started adding, bolstering its defense by trading for Brandon Montour 
from the Buffalo Sabres, then they signed winger Nikita Gusev to a one-
year deal after the New Jersey Devils waived the 2018 most valuable 
player of Russia’s Kontintal Hockey League on Friday. 

If Montour was all the Panthers were targeting, they wouldn’t have had to 
make the Connolly deal, though. The defenseman is making $3.85 
million and would’ve fit into Florida’s existing cap space. The Connolly 
gave the Panthers room to add Montour and then some, and an ongoing 
three-game losing streak is exposing some of Florida’s flaws — issues 
Montour alone won’t help fix. 

The Panthers offense is flailing with only three goals in their last three 
games. Their power play is 2 of 24 since defenseman Aaron Ekblad went 
down with a likely season-ending leg fracture last month. Florida has lost 
5 of 6 to the Carolina Hurricanes — including two during this current skid 
— and might run into them in the first round of the 2021 Stanley Cup 
playoffs next month. 

If the Panthers still want more defensive help, there are still options out 
there, including Dallas Stars defenseman Jamie Oleksiak and Anaheim 
Ducks defenseman Josh Manson. The flashier names, however, are the 
forwards, although the Boston Bruins traded for Sabres left wing Taylor 
Hall early Monday. Steady backup goaltender Chris Driedger could also 
be one of the most valuable trade chips any contender has, given Sergei 
Bobrovsky’s contract and the recent addition of fellow goaltender 
Spencer Knight. 

All options are on the table given Florida’s cap situation and the historic 
season the Panthers are putting together in South Florida. 

 

Miami Herald LOADED: 04.13.2021 

1208862 Florida Panthers 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 13, 2021 

 

Florida Panthers acquire forward Sam Bennett at NHL trade deadline 

 

Staff Report 

SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL  

APR 12, 2021 AT 5:50 PM 

 

The Florida Panthers paid a bigger price for Sam Bennett than the 
Boston Bruins did for Taylor Hall, sending a 2022 second-round pick and 
2020 second-rounder Emil Heineman to the Calgary Flames for the 24-
year-old forward and a sixth-rounder. 

“Sam is a skilled and versatile forward who plays the game with a great 
level of competitiveness, physicality and leadership,” Panthers general 
manager Bill Zito said. 

“He is a young player who possesses solid experience in the postseason 
and will be an exciting addition to our lineup.” 

Bennett, 24, appeared in 38 games with Calgary this season, producing 
12 points (4-8-12). Through 10 games during the 2020 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, the 6-foot-1, 195-pound Bennett led the Flames in goals (5), 
while tied for first on the club in points (8). 

Selected by the Flames in the first round (fourth overall) of the 2014 NHL 
draft, Bennett has appeared in 402 career games, all with Calgary (2014-
15 to 2020-21), registering 140 points (67-73-140). In the postseason, 
Bennett has recorded 19 points (11-8-19) over 30 career playoff games. 

Bennett led the Flames in total playoff goals (11), even-strength points 
(11) and hits (107) over each of Calgary’s past four postseason 
appearances, while ranking tied for second on the club in points (19) in 
that span. 

Over his past six regular seasons with the Flames, Bennett amassed a 
team-leading 678 hits and logged 169 blocked shots, the second-most by 
a Calgary forward since 2015-16. 

Prior to his NHL career, Bennett played 128 games over three Ontario 
Hockey League seasons for the Kingston Frontenacs, posting 155 points 
(65-90-155). 

Bennett won a Gold Medal with Canada at the 2013 World U18 
Championship, where he scored seven points (3-4-7) in seven games. 
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NHL Trade Deadline: Florida Panthers acquire Sam Bennett from 
Calgary Flames 

 

Published 13 hours ago on April 12, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers made a big move on a slow NHL Trade Deadline 
day as they acquired forward Sam Bennett from the Calgary Flames as 
the clock ticked down. 

Before the Panthers scored Bennett — who was the fourth pick in the 
2014 NHL Draft which saw Florida take Aaron Ekblad first — the biggest 
move of the day was former Florida defenseman Dmitry Kulikov going 
from the Devils to Edmonton. 

Other moves, such as Detroit sending Anthony Mantha to Washington, 
came out minutes later. 

Florida sent a second round pick in 2022 and Emil Heineman, whom the 
Panthers took in the second round in 2020, to the Flames. 

Bennett fits the mold of players GM Bill Zito has been acquiring since 
coming to Florida as the Panthers are betting a change of scenery will do 
wonders. 

”We didn’t necessary plan this where guys had a similar trait,’’ Zito said. 
“But reflecting back, it seems like many of them do.” 

And, Bennett should get a chance to continue elevating his game in the 
playoffs as he has done in the past with the Flames. 

Bennett, 24, can play wing or center and has been playing a bottom-6 
role with the Flames although he has moved up the lineup due to injury. 

Florida was looking for some center depth and Bennett may slide in on 
the fourth line when he makes it south. 

”He is a traditional fit, well, everywhere,” Zito said. “When I spoke to him 
briefly, I asked him where he likes to play. He chuckled and said ‘I can 
play anywhere. And I have!’ 

”So he is a guy who projects a little more wing than center, he has had 
more success there. But he can play across the spectrum, up-and-down. 
We’ll just have to see where the coaches play him.” 

He had reportedly requested a trade from the Flames but recently said 
he was happy playing for new coach Darryl Sutter and hoped to stay in 
Calgary. 

Calgary GM Brad Treliving did not want to get into the reported trade 
demand other than saying it had been dealt with. 

Apparently. 

”I have a good relationship with Sam, think a lot of the young man,” 
Treliving said Monday after the deadline passed. 

”Certainly he felt … we had a long discussion today. I think if you could 
do things over in life, I know I probably got a few re-dos out there. Things 
could have been handled differently. I don’t put that on Sam. 

“At the end of the day, Sam worked hard here. That was never an issue. I 
think he’s going to embrace a fresh start.” 

Over his past six regular seasons, Bennett registered a team-leading 678 
hits; his 169 blocked shots were second-most by a Calgary forward since 
2015-16. 

“Sam is a skilled and versatile forward who plays the game with a great 
level of competitiveness, physicality and leadership,’’ Zito said in a 
statement. 

“He is a young player who possesses solid experience in the postseason 
and will be an exciting addition to our lineup.” 

Bennett is in the final year of a two-year contract which pays him $2.5 
million; he is a restricted free agent following this season and would have 
to be protected in the Seattle expansion draft or perhaps be selected.  

“He fits into our plan because we can keep him a while,’’ Zito said. “This 
is a competitor, someone who can help this team.” 

Based on there being a quarter of the season remaining, Bennett will be 
paid approximately $625,000 by the Panthers. 

Bennett has four goals and 12 points in 38 games for the Flames in this 
his sixth NHL season. 

Last year, Bennett had five goals and eight points in 10 playoff games for 
Calgary. 

They call him “Playoff” Sam Bennett. 
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Bennett led the Flames in total playoff goals (11), even-strength points 
(11) and hits (107) over each of Calgary’s last four postseason 
appearances. 

“I pride myself on showing up in big games,” he said, “and battling hard 
every night and I found a way to elevate a little bit in the playoffs.” 

Aside from Bennett, Zito made a few deals in the days and weeks 
leading into the deadline. 

Florida made a number of moves before the deadline including adding 
prospects Spencer Knight and Matt Kiersted, trading for Brandon 
Montour and signing Nikita Gusev. 

The Panthers also swung a deal with Chicago on Thursday, sending 
Brett Connolly, Riley Stillman and Henrik Borgstrom to the Blackhawks 
for Lucas Wallmark and Lucas Carlson. 

Monday, coach Joel Quenneville said Montour and Gusev were in South 
Florida and would meet the team in Tampa. 

Those two will not play against Dallas on Tuesday, obviously, but 
Quenneville said both should be in Thursday against the Lightning. 

Montour is ready to get going and jump onto a playoff team after a rough 
season in Buffalo. 

“The playoffs are what its all about,’’ Montour said Monday. 

“These guys are having success and doing well this year. I just want to 
join that and keep the train rolling.” 

It also sounds like Quenneville is going to give Gusev, a skilled winger 
who struggled in New Jersey, the chance to play on one of Florida’s top 
lines. 

With Anthony Duclair returning from a shoulder injury, the Panthers have 
a few more top-6 options it appears. 

Whether Bennett cracks the top-6 or gives Florida even more options on 
its bottom two lines remains to be seen. 

Florida may also make a few smaller roster moves which have not been 
announced yet. 

To be eligible to play in the playoffs, a player must be on the roster by 
today at 3. 
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Florida Panthers on losing streak heading into NHL Trade Deadline 

 

Published 21 hours ago on April 12, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

As the NHL Trade Deadline approaches today at 3, the Florida Panthers 
are expected to make another move or two. 

Even though they have a solid hold on a playoff spot, general manager 
Bill Zito and the Panthers are looking beyond just making the 
postseason. 

Since winning six consecutive games to take the top spot not only in their 
division but in the league, the Panthers have lost their past three games. 

There may be no panic heading into the deadline but there is definitely 
room for improvement. 

But, after a weekend filled with moves, who is left? 

And, what are all the trade shows going to talk about today? 

On Sunday night, Boston acquired perhaps the biggest name on the 
market as it got pending UFA forward Taylor Hall from Buffalo on the 
cheap. 

Well, Hall is owed $2 million for the remainder of the season and it 
appears, based on what Boston gave up, that the Panthers passed on 
bringing him in. 

This looks like a doable deal if Florida was really interested. 

Others to change teams Sunday included Columbus captain Nick Foligno 
(Toronto) and Los Angeles veteran center Jeff Carter (Pittsburgh). 

The Panthers, coming into the week, had a couple of targets including a 
top-four defenseman, a scoring winger and a center. 

So far, Zito has got his defenseman in Brandon Montour (not to mention 
college free agent Matt Kiersted) and hopes a move to the sunny south 
pulls some magic out of talented winger Nikita Gusev. 

Gusev is a player Florida is getting for as close to nothing as they could 
in the NHL. He could end up being a dynamic addition. If not, OK. 

Those hoping Zito was going to spend a ton of money before the 
deadline are disappointed right now, although there is time for more 
moves. 

Remember this, though: Zito did not exactly grab big headlines in his first 
go at free agency in October. Instead, Zito and his front office staff went 
looking for value. 

Almost all of Florida’s signings coming into the season — Radko Gudas, 
Carter Verhaeghe, Anthony Duclair, Alex Wennberg, etc. — have paid off 
handsomely for the Panthers. 

Detroit center Luke Glendening, who would appear to be a nice fit on 
Florida’s fourth line, remains available as of Monday morning. 

He would not be a headline-grabbing acquisition, either, but he would 
certainly help the Panthers out. 

On Thursday, Zito shed some money by sending Brett Connolly, Riley 
Stillman and unsigned prospect Henrik Borgstrom to Chicago for two 
depth players. 

NHL Trade Deadline: Florida Panthers acquire D Brandon Montour 

BAD WEEK FOR PANTHERS 

On the ice, the Panthers have been able to take a breath in North Texas 
after what was a rough week. 

After beating Columbus last Sunday night, Florida had 56 points which 
was better than the likes of the Lightning, Avalanche and Maple Leafs — 
all teams which, for good reason, have been dominating hockey talk in 
this 2021 season. 

Social media wasn’t the only ones to notice Florida’s rise. 

Their opponents have as well. 

Being part of the three-team upper crust of the NHL Central means they 
hold a solid spot in the playoffs. 

Since that six game winning streak, however, the Panthers have not won 
a game. 

Saturday’s 4-1 loss to Dallas was Florida’s third consecutive defeat as 
they came out listless and sloppy, letting the Stars run right past them. 

Dallas jumped out to a 3-0 lead before the midway point of the first. 
That’s usually enough for Anton Khudobin. It certainly was on Saturday. 

“That was definitely not starting on time,” Joel Quenneville said. 
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“You can’t blame it on anything, not being ready. … It was one of those 
games, a garbage can game, for me. The first one of the year. Let’s 
move on.” 

The Panthers first test coming off last weekend’s sweep of Columbus 
was a trip to Carolina. 

Florida found the Hurricanes to, as has been the case all year, be up for 
the challenge. 

The Panthers handled their business just fine, going into the third up 2-1 
before a power play goal tied things up early in the period. 

NHL Trade Deadline: Special Edition Florida Panthers Mailbag! 

Florida found itself down a goal midway through the period and couldn’t 
come back against Petr Mzarek and lost 5-2 as Carolina padded the 
scoresheet with the empty net. 

The following game, Carolina jumped all over the Panthers and rolled to 
a 3-0 win. 

The team flew to Dallas ready to get back on track. 

Quenneville even alluded to that in his pregame Zoom chat with the 
media Saturday afternoon. 

”Being ready, games are important to start fresh,” Quenneville said. “That 
last game was the one all year where I thought we were ordinary. Let’s 
get back to doing what we do and that’s playing hard.” 

Obviously, that didn’t happen. 

Whether the Panthers are suffering from a general lack of urgency based 
on where they’re at in the standings or are really starting to miss not 
having Aaron Ekblad in the lineup, they need to get out of this funk and 
fast. 

“We didn’t start the way we wanted. They got a couple quick goals and 
got the lead early,’’ said captain Sasha Barkov, whose goal with 1.5 
seconds left in the second period kept his team from being shutout in 
consecutive games. 

“They played confident with that. It wasn’t a good start by us. Obviously, 
were not happy with the whole game. … We’ve got to find a way to win 
these types of games. 

“These games feel like they’re playoff games. We’ve got to find a way to 
win these. We’ve got a good chance next game.” 

Added Gudas: “We have a few days to regroup and bring a lot more 
energy into the next game.We want to make sure that we don’t lose like 
that no more.” 

RACE TO THE FINISH 

Going back to the past two games, perhaps Florida is in a pre-deadline 
malaise. 

Instead of being worried about leaving as some out-of-it teams suffer 
from, it’s possible the Panthers are looking too far ahead and not 
focusing on the business right in front of them. 

If that is indeed the case, well, it won’t be for long. 

When Florida plays in Dallas on Tuesday, the trade deadline will be in 
the rearview mirror and the Panthers have 14 games left for the playoffs. 

If the team seriously wants to finish up strong, here’s their chance. 

This sprint of a season is in its final quarter. Like the final leg in a 4×100 
relay, the finish line is in site. 

From there, well, anything can happen. 

“We want to finish as strong as we can, feel good about ourselves 
heading into the postseason,” Gudas said. 

“These next games, we have things we know we need to work on going 
into the playoffs. We need to play a solid 60 minutes, add little things and 
get better as a team.” 
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What the Panthers are getting in forward Sam Bennett 

 

By Hailey Salvian and Dom Luszczyszyn  

Apr 12, 2021 

  

Sam Bennett is heading to Florida Panthers. 

The Calgary Flames agreed to send Bennett and a 2022 sixth-round pick 
to the Panthers team for Emil Heineman 2022 second-round pick. 

The trade comes two months after news came out that Bennett wanted 
out of Calgary. 

His agent, Darren Ferris, confirmed as much to The Athletic after 
Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman reported in a February edition of “Hockey 
Night in Canada” that Bennett would like a change of scenery. 

Bennett, 26, has been with the Flames’ organization since being drafted 
fourth in 2014 — the highest the Flames have ever selected in the NHL 
Draft. Since his rookie year in 2015-16, Bennett has scored 67 goals and 
140 points in 402 games. 

His role 

Bennett is a hard-edged, versatile forward who can play both center and 
wing, and in Calgary had been cast up and down the lineup.  

He has intriguing upside still, as it was thought Bennett could develop 
into a top-six forward. He was a scorer in junior (91 points in 57 games in 
the OHL with Kingston in 2013-14), but hasn’t been able to find a 
permanent role in Calgary’s top-six. And frankly, his offensive production 
hasn’t matched the pedigree that typically comes with being a top-five 
pick.  

Now, there have been fair questions about his deployment playing a role 
in his production. It’s not totally clear whether Bennett can be a reliable 
top-six center, or winger, as he hasn’t consistently been given those 
opportunities in Calgary.  

Since becoming a full-time NHLer, Bennett has averaged around 14 
minutes of ice time per game, rotating from a third-line winger to a fourth-
line centre. Bennett did play in the top-six during his rookie year, but 
that’s the last time he was consistently placed in that type of role.  

But the issues with Bennett’s deployment go beyond where he was 
playing and extend to who he was lining up with. And looking at his 2019-
20 deployment, Bennett’s linemates on a nightly basis were anyone’s 
guess. 

Using the game-by-game teammate chart from Micah Blake McCurdy of 
HockeyViz, we can see that in the first half of the season, before Bennett 
got injured, he almost always played with Derek Ryan, with a rotating 
cast of wingers, which often included Milan Lucic. After his injury, Bennett 
did not have consistent linemates throughout the back half of the regular 
season. It’s difficult for any player to find their footing and build chemistry 
under those circumstances. 

But the fact is, there just haven’t been consistent top-six opportunities for 
Bennett in Calgary with the Flames’ depth being what it is. Matthew 
Tkachuk and Johnny Gaudreau are ahead of him on the left-wing depth 
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chart. Sean Monahan, Elias Lindholm, and Mikael Backlund make a 
difficult trio to top through the middle.  

A fresh start with the Panthers could be mutually beneficial for Bennett 
and the team. 

And there have been signs of Bennett faring well with top-six talent. First, 
in his rookie year. And in spurts playing with Tkachuk, as I wrote in 
February.  

Since 2017-18, Bennett had played 313 minutes at five-on-five with 
Tkachuk. In that time he scored 1.91 points per 60 minutes — the most 
Bennett has scored with any forward he’s played at least 90 minutes 
with. Most of those points are primary assists, which would indicate 
Bennett is better at making plays and deferring scoring opportunities to 
his linemates than driving offence on his own line. 

Since that story, Bennett was given some looks on the top line with 
Gaudreau and Monahan where his results were similar to what he 
delivered with Tkachuk. Bennett scored three goals in 93 minutes next to 
Gaudreau, good for a goal and point rate of 1.94 per 60. Bennett is an 
adaptable player, capable of doing whatever job is needed of him, 
whether that’s playmaking with Tkachuk or becoming a scorer next to 
Gaudreau. It’s that chameleon-like ability that makes him an interesting 
plug-and-play player throughout the lineup, though it likely does his own 
numbers a disservice. 

Under Darryl Sutter, who replaced Geoff Ward in early March, Bennett 
has shown that he can be relied upon in a bottom-six role either on the 
wing or up the middle. And it seems like Sutter had become a fan. 

“He can move around the lineup. … I trust him moving around,” Sutter 
said. “He gives you everything he’s got every night. He’s been fine. All 
I’ve asked him to do is go in straight lines and play hard and make easy 
plays and I think he’s done that.” 

At his best, Bennett is a solid 200-foot player, who can play with a 
physical edge. He’s strong on the forecheck and is capable of playing 
multiple positions and in all situations.  

On-ice performance in 2021 

A lot was expected of him this year, that he was finally going to turn a 
corner after a successful playoff (five goals and eight points in 10 
games). And that’s what made his start to the season so disappointing.  

Bennett only scored three goals and four points in his first 23 games of 
the season. He was also a healthy scratch three times under Ward. 
Though Bennett has never been a very productive offensive player, he 
was at least in the right areas of the ice. In his prior three seasons, the 
Flames consistently out-chanced opponents with Bennett on the ice, but 
that’s changed this year where his 49 percent is a shade below average. 
More alarming is his poor goals percentage, but that likely has more to 
do with the goaltending behind him rather than his own play. 

Throughout the season, Bennett had been moved up and down the 
lineup, sometimes playing with Gaudreau and Monahan and other times 
playing with Joakim Nordstrom or other replacement-level forwards, 
which isn’t always a recipe for success for a player trying to find his way.  

That being said, once Sutter was hired in Calgary, every player was 
given a fresh start. And it was one Bennett said he was excited to be 
given.  

In Bennett’s first game under Sutter, he tallied two assists on both goals 
to defeat the Montreal Canadiens — his first multi-point game in over a 
year. And after scoring only three goals and six points in the first 32 
games of the season, Bennett has scored one goal and six points in the 
last six games for the Flames. 

What the analytics say 

This is Bennett’s sixth year in the NHL and while he has the pedigree of a 
fourth pick, it’s becoming more and more difficult to see him reach his 

potential as a top-six forward. He’s being utilized as a bottom-six option 
because that’s what he is. 

Even that is a bit generous for a forward who simply doesn’t drive 
offence. His expected goals rate has been decent in prior seasons, but 
this year has dropped to 48 percent, one of the worst marks among 
regular Flames forwards. In either case, whether his expected goals 
rates have been good or bad, it hasn’t mattered as it never translates 
onto the scoresheet anyway. Not once in Bennett’s career have the 
Flames outscored opponents at five-on-five with him on the ice and that’s 
because the offence just isn’t there. For his career, the Flames have 
scored just 1.99 goals on 2.37 expected with Bennett on the ice. 

That explains why his individual numbers are so poor. In 2018-19 he 
scored 1.56 points-per-60 at five-on-five and that’s looking closer to his 
peak production given what he’s done since. He scored just 1.11 points-
per-60 in 2019-20 and is even lower at 0.88 this season. Among 368 
forwards who have played 150 minutes or more, that ranks 315th — 
firmly in fourth line territory. That might just be what he is and by GSVA 
he’s projected to cost teams acquiring him 0.1 wins. 

The Panthers are likely still clinging to Bennett’s early pedigree, viewing 
him as a reclamation project that can be fixed in the right situation. Given 
what he’s shown at times with top-line talent and his playoff play, they’re 
not totally wrong to think so. A change of scenery could see a spark in 
his value, but even a best-case scenario makes him a passenger that’s 
not driving value on his own. As it stands now, Bennett simply doesn’t 
deliver much on the ice. With his lack of discipline, poor production and 
lacklustre five-on-five play, he may even be actively hurting the team.  

Contract status 

Bennett is currently in the final year of a two-year contract with a modest 
$2.55 million cap hit. He is scheduled to become a restricted free agent 
this offseason with arbitration rights. So he will still be in Florida’s control 
after the season ends.  

Next season will be Bennett’s last year under team control before he 
enters his unrestricted free agent years in 2022. That could give 
Bennett’s camp leverage for more money on a longer-term extension, as 
the Panthers be buying his UFA years. However, Bennett will still need to 
earn that kind of extension. And his previous two contracts out of his 
entry-level deal were only two-year deals.   

Considering his on-ice value puts him right at replacement level, the 
modest price tag for his services is actually a bit steep for what he 
provides. By GSVA, Bennett’s expected salary is closer to the league 
minimum. 

For all the criticism Bennett’s game tends to get in the regular season, he 
shows up in the playoffs.  

An 18-year-old Bennett made an immediate splash for the Flames in the 
2015 playoffs. And throughout his career in Calgary, Bennett’s best 
moments were always in the playoffs. He just always seemed better in 
the playoffs than in the regular season. 

Naturally, it’s how he got the moniker “Playoff Sam Bennett.”  

Last season, Bennett nearly matched his regular-season totals (eight 
goals and 12 points in 52 games) in 10 playoff games. Overall, he has 
scored 11 goals and 19 points in 30 postseason contests.  

When every season’s focus is on winning a Stanley Cup, that is 
incredibly valuable. 
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The Athletic / NHL trade deadline winners and losers: Islanders, Maple 
Leafs, Lightning load up, Flyers and Coyotes quiet 

 

By Scott Burnside  

Apr 12, 2021  

  

You know what? That NHL trade deadline wasn’t nearly as bad as most 
of us figured it would be. 

In spite of COVID-19 outbreaks, a looming expansion draft and a flat 
salary cap the deadline exceeded almost all expectations for drama and 
the unexpected, including a blockbuster deal between Washington and 
Detroit at the bell and the trading of Taylor Hall to Boston. 

Thumbs up? Thumbs down? Headscratchers? Teams that didn’t seem to 
get the deadline memo? 

We’ve got it all covered here starting with our top 10 trade deadline 
performers and five that left us with more than a little lunch bag letdown. 

Winners 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Two years in a row, Tampa GM Julien BriseBois had his sights set on a 
particular element of his roster and built that out. Last trade deadline it 
was adding grit and physicality in the form of Barclay Goodrow and Blake 
Coleman up front and Zach Bogosian on the back end. The Lightning 
walked out of the Edmonton bubble with their first Stanley Cup since 
2004. This year, with Bogosian and Kevin Shattenkirk gone from the 
everyday lineup, BriseBois added the top rental defenseman on the 
market in David Savard. For the second year in a row, BriseBois dug 
deep into the Lightning’s asset cupboard spending a first- and a fourth-
round pick in this summer’s draft and a third-round pick in the 2022 draft 
to get the three-team deal done. It’s a big spend but the Lightning are 
expecting superstar Nikita Kucherov to return for the playoffs and they 
remain in the very top echelon of teams built to win it all. Or should we 
say built to win it all again? 

New York Islanders 

Islanders GM Lou Lamoriello once again stepped up at the deadline to 
further crush the notion that he has lost his fastball. Like BriseBois, 
Lamoriello spent heavily for the second deadline in a row to add Kyle 
Palmieri and Travis Zajac. With captain Anders Lee out for the rest of the 
season with a knee injury, Lamoriello had to fill a space in his top six and 
he needed to add a player or players who could fit seamlessly into the 
demanding 200-foot style of game favored by head coach Barry Trotz. 
Both Palmieri and Zajac should have no problem fitting in and their 
experience could prove crucial as the Isles navigate the tightly packed 
East Division. So, it’s no surprise, really, that the two Eastern Conference 
finalists from last summer head up our list of 2021 deadline performers 
and that those teams really set the tone for other Cup hopeful teams. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Speaking of Stanley Cup hopeful. There’s something kind of circular 
about Nick Foligno possibly becoming that missing piece to a playoff 
puzzle for the Maple Leafs. Foligno was part of a Columbus team that 
knocked off Tampa in the first round in 2019 and then knocked off 
Toronto in the play-in round last summer. The Columbus captain, whose 
dad played for the Leafs, brings a ton of veteran experience to the table 
not to mention the ability to play whatever role coach Sheldon Keefe 
wants him to play. The cost was big, a first- and fourth-round pick to 
Columbus and a fourth-round pick to San Jose to eat a quarter of 
Foligno’s salary, but this is go-big-or-go-home time for GM Kyle Dubas, 
who also quietly shored up the goaltending by adding David Rittich from 
Calgary. Ben Hutton adds to the overall defensive depth and so the Leafs 
have positioned themselves as well as at any time since their last playoff 

series win, way back before the 2004-05 lockout. Now all they have to do 
is make good on that promise. 

Florida Panthers 

Are the Panthers in the big boys club? A three-game slide heading into 
the trade deadline suggests that’s debatable. But we love the subtle work 
done by first-year GM Bill Zito in tinkering around the edges for a playoff-
bound Panthers team. Defenseman Brandon Montour, acquired from 
Buffalo, will be much better in Florida one longtime scout surmised and 
while Montour isn’t a replacement for Aaron Ekblad he will help in the 
depth department. The signing of Nikita Gusev is another low-risk add as 
Zito remains committed to the long-term change in culture in Florida. But 
Gusev will get a chance to work his way into a talented Panthers forward 
corps and we can envision a scenario similar to what is happening in 
Toronto where Alex Galchenyuk has made his way quickly up the depth 
chart. Finally, the late-deadline day add of Sam Bennett from Calgary 
gives the Panthers a player who should get better come playoff time and, 
at just 24, could see his career revived in South Florida. 

Washington Capitals 

The Capitals waited until the very last minute to pull off arguably the most 
interesting deal of the deadline period sending Jakub Vrana, Richard 
Panik and a first- and second-round pick to Detroit for talented but 
streaky forward Anthony Mantha, who is under contract at $5.7 million 
through 2023-24. It’s clear that the Caps, who seem to have 
rediscovered the Stanley Cup swagger that has been absent the past two 
years since their seminal Cup win in 2018, had grown disenchanted with 
Vrana and wanted a winger who could bolster the top nine and help out 
the power play. Mantha, who has never played in an NHL playoff game, 
has that capability. Vrana, 25, is a year and a half younger than Mantha 
so he fits nicely in the wheelhouse for the young but slowly emerging 
Red Wings. It’s unquestionably a big risk for Washington GM Brian 
MacLellan but it speaks to a take-no-prisoners attitude for the Caps that 
began with the hiring of head coach Peter Laviolette last summer. As one 
NHL executive noted, Vegas acquired Tomas Tatar from Detroit for a 
first-, a second- and a third-round pick in the hopes he was a Cup 
difference-maker. “Hopefully this works out better (for Washington),” the 
executive said. The Capitals also added veteran forward Michael Raffl. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

When we thought of the Kings and the deadline we thought of a guy like 
Dustin Brown. Or Alex Iafallo. Maybe Jonathan Quick. But the guy that 
was really off the radar was Jeff Carter. But the connection with new 
Pittsburgh GM Ron Hextall was so strong that Carter, 36, was all aboard 
going to Pittsburgh. Even though Carter’s numbers are as good as, or 
better, than Palmieri, Hall or Foligno the Penguins were able to make the 
addition with conditional third- and fourth-round picks. Carter, a two-time 
Cup winner, can play center although has played more wing in recent 
seasons. “I love him on the wing; he can shoot like not many others,” one 
longtime NHL executive told us. The fact the Kings retained half of 
Carter’s $5.3 million cap hit through next season makes this work for a 
Penguins team that is suddenly in the mix to win the East. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Every day GM Joe Sakic seemingly becomes more and more shrewd 
and this deadline period was a further illustration of a man growing fully 
into the job. Love the addition of Patrik Nemeth as a depth defender who 
should fit seamlessly given his previous stint with coach Jared Bednar. 
And that comfort of familiarity came into play late in the day Monday as 
the Avs also repatriated Carl Soderberg from Chicago. The veteran 
center can slide up and down the top nine and help kill penalties and 
basically represents exactly what you want a depth add to do: A little bit 
of everything. Do we love the Devan Dubnyk addition in goal? Well, he’s 
an NHL goaltender and Dubnyk gives the Avs the backup they so 
desperately needed to spell starter Philipp Grubauer. We spoke to a 
longtime NHL netminder and analyst about Dubnyk and he loved the 
add, saying he felt Dubnyk’s play had improved for San Jose as the 
season went along and that his experience and attitude would be a 
welcome addition to the Avs dressing room. 
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Boston Bruins 

The most polarizing of all trade deadline deals – unless you were 
particularly outraged by Braydon Coburn going to the Islanders for a 
seventh-round pick – was the deal that sent Taylor Hall to Boston. The 
Bruins gave up a second-round pick and Anders Bjork and Buffalo 
agreed to eat half of Hall’s $8 million cap hit and also threw in useful 
depth forward Curtis Lazar, who should thrive under Bruce Cassidy in 
Boston. The big question is whether Hall can thrive anywhere in the NHL 
anymore. With first-rounders going for Savard, Foligno and Palmieri it 
seems an underwhelming return for Buffalo, unless of course you feel 
Boston overpaid for a guy with two goals this year, only one of which was 
scored at even strength. You can make the case for both. One longtime 
NHL executive we spoke to asked the question many were asking: Who 
would want Hall given his level of play? “He’s done nothing to help 
himself,” the longtime talent evaluator said. “It’s his fucking compete 
factor. He’s done himself a hell of a disservice.” 

Harsh. But fair? This is a seminal moment for Hall, 29, who is now on his 
fourth team since the start of the 2019-20 season. Some believe this 
Boston team is the best team for whom Hall has ever played. If he thrives 
where he has failed to thrive before the Bruins will be a playoff team and 
could be a handful. But if Hall continues to meander along and the Bruins 
are one-and-done, or worse if they miss the playoffs, it’s hard to imagine 
what Hall’s value will be like this offseason when he’s again a UFA. The 
most telling part of all this is that it might have been the addition of 
defenseman Mike Reilly from Ottawa that ultimately has the biggest 
impact on the Bruins. 

Montreal Canadiens 

The Habs are sideways but if you’re going to have a lull it’s better to have 
it now than a month from now if you’re a Canadiens fan (or GM Marc 
Bergevin). And we still love the depth of this team and the ability to roll 
four hard-checking lines. To that end, adding Eric Staal up front – even if 
the cost was out of whack with a third- and a fifth-round pick – and then 
defenseman Jon Merrill suggests the Habs are in good shape for the 
postseason. Merrill may not have a high profile but he’s going to fit in 
nicely with a big, rock-solid Montreal blue line corps and even picking up 
Erik Gustafsson, who had fallen out of the lineup in Philadelphia, speaks 
to a team that has lots of pieces with the playoffs looming. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

The focus at the deadline is almost always on the teams that acquire 
players for a playoff push. Makes sense. But you can “win” the deadline 
from the selling side of things, too, and Columbus is one of those teams. 
It’s been a rocky season for the Blue Jackets and this offseason looms 
large for GM Jarmo Kekalainen as he and head coach John Tortorella 
decide on the veteran coach’s future (Tortorella is in the final year of his 
current deal). Kekalainen has got to try to lock up Patrik Laine, a pending 
restricted free agent acquired with much fanfare for Pierre-Luc Dubois 
earlier in the season. And he’s got to move one of his netminders, both of 
whom have one more year left on their respective deals. But Kekalainen 
did yeoman’s work in helping solidify the team’s future in collecting two 
first-round picks in a 24-hour period on the weekend, giving him three 
first-round picks in the 2021 draft plus an additional third and a fourth — 
all for players on expiring contracts. Savard wasn’t going to return to 
Columbus but here’s where it gets kind of fun. What if Foligno returns this 
summer and signs up to mentor a whole new crop of young Blue Jackets, 
some of whom he helped collect by his trade deadline departure? 

Losers 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Maybe the Golden Knights suffered from the compulsion to do 
something, anything, on trade deadline day but have to admit there were 
a number of folks we talked to who were puzzled when Vegas sent a 
second- and third-round pick to Chicago for Mattias Janmark. Vegas also 
ended up sending a fifth-round pick to San Jose for taking on some 
salary in the deal. Really? All that? Janmark is on an expiring contract 
and had gone 10 straight games without a goal and had just one in his 

last 14 games. He can kill penalties but he’s not going to end up on 
anyone’s Selke Trophy ballot. So, good on Stan Bowman for getting 
excellent value for an asset that didn’t really fit moving forward although 
one NHL executive insisted he likes Janmark’s skill set to be a good fit 
for the Golden Knights. So there’s that. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Funny how one of the reasons the Flyers fired Ron Hextall was that he 
wasn’t seen as proactive enough in changing the roster. And yet here we 
are on the other side of the trade deadline and a Philadelphia team that 
ranks as one of the biggest disappointments of the season is basically 
standing pat. GM Chuck Fletcher dealt superfluous defenseman 
Gustafsson to Montreal for a seventh-round pick and Michael Raffl 
yielded a fifth-round pick from Washington. To be fair, this deadline was 
going to be a hard place for an underachieving team like Philadelphia, or 
Calgary, to do much heavy lifting. But the pressure is only going to mount 
between now and the draft on Fletcher to address this train wreck of a 
season. 

Arizona Coyotes 

Yes, the Coyotes are just one point out of the final playoff spot in the 
West Division, although St. Louis has a game in hand. But anyone who 
confuses the two teams hasn’t been paying close enough attention. The 
Blues are two years removed from a Stanley Cup championship and 
while they’ve been disappointing they’re still a team that is built to not just 
be a playoff team but to be a tough out regardless of where they end up 
in the standings. Arizona is not that. Not yet. And with eight players 
headed to unrestricted free agency, mostly on the blue line, it seemed 
like an opportunity wasted for rookie GM Bill Armstrong to at least start to 
restock an asset cupboard badly in need of replenishing. 

Winnipeg Jets 

In a perfect world, the Jets would have added a top-four defenseman and 
they’d have kept pace with Toronto in the North Division arms race. But 
this is far from a perfect world and with all due respect to Jordie Benn, 
whom the Jets acquired from Vancouver for a sixth-round pick, the blue 
line looms as a point of vulnerability come playoff time for a Jets team 
that otherwise is built for a long postseason run. 

Edmonton Oilers 

We like the addition of defenseman Dmitry Kulikov and he’s had a nice 
season for New Jersey. But when you watched teams like Toronto and 
Tampa Bay employ other teams to make significant adds even though 
they faced dire salary cap situations, it seems like the Oilers, who 
desperately need some top-six help up front, allowed their competition in 
the North to step forward while they stood still. This is still a team 
ponderously top-heavy and inactivity at the deadline will only bring that 
into sharper focus come playoff time. 
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The Athletic / DGB weekend rankings: Deadline day arrives, Maple Leafs 
and Lightning pay up, Bruins don’t have to 

 

By Sean McIndoe  

Apr 12, 2021   

 

As we often say around these parts, the weekend rankings are meant to 
be a long-term view, which means we try not to overreact to an outlier 
game here or there. That’s easier said than done sometimes – good lord, 
Minnesota Wild, you guys OK? – but we generally stick to it. We want to 
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know who’s going to win the Stanley Cup, not who’s playing the best right 
now, so once the season gets going things won’t change all that much 
from one day to the next. 

Except for today. 

Having done this column at various homes for many years now, I know 
that there are really only two times all season where the rankings can be 
out of date by the time I’m done writing them. The first is that fun opening 
week, where we don’t really know anything and we think the Flyers are 
good. The second is deadline day, where a big enough deal can 
significantly shift our thinking about who’s likely to win it all. 

We don’t want to get too crazy; this is the NHL, where even the biggest 
star can only do so much on a 20-man roster. But we do want to get at 
least a little crazy because that’s half the fun. Is Nick Foligno, David 
Savard or even Taylor Hall really going to swing the odds in a huge way? 
Probably not, but in the parity era, even a small shift can be enough to 
move some teams around. 

Unfortunately for anyone hoping for deadline day fireworks, those big 
names are already spoken for. Let’s get caught up on a busy few days. 
The big deal came last night, with the Bruins acquiring Hall without the 
Sabres getting all that much in return. The Blue Jackets did better, 
sending David Savard to the Lightning and Nick Foligno to the Leafs 
while netting two first-round picks in the process. The Kings shocked a 
few of us by sending Jeff Carter to the Penguins. The Panther dealt for 
Brandon Montour and signed Nikita Gusev. Devan Dubnyk went to 
Colorado, while the Canadiens added Jon Merrill. A handful of smaller 
moves happened too, but overall it had been a slightly slower-than-usual 
leadup to deadline day until the action started in earnest over the 
weekend. 

That slower-than-usual theme might continue Monday. The pandemic, 
flat cap, shrinking playoff bubble and most of the big names already 
being off the board should make for the weirdest deadline day ever, and 
we’re not completely sure we’ll see much of anything happening. Then 
again, none of us thought Jeff Carter was in play, so maybe we’ll see 
some surprises. However it all plays out, you can follow along with Sean 
Gentille and I on the deadline day live blog, as we give instant reactions 
to all the moves and rumors, or maybe just argue about TV commercials 
when nothing else is happening. 

In the meantime, let’s get straight to the rankings, if only because a few 
of them may be obsolete by the time you finish reading them. 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first team in 
history to win a Stanley Cup in July. 

One quick thing before we get to the rankings, since it doesn’t really fit 
anywhere else. The schedule is a mess due to COVID and the NHL is 
doing the best they can to make all the pieces fit. But even with all that in 
play, Connor McDavid kind of has a point here, right? 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs (28-10-3, +33 true goals differential*) – 
Saturday’s performance against the Senators was sloppy and maybe 
their worst game in a while but still resulted in a win, their sixth straight 
and ninth in their last ten. That’s allowed them to build a gap over the rest 
of the North once again, which gives us cover to avoid the East traffic 
jam for a week. 

As for the Foligno trade, it was a very high price to pay for a player who 
could be the perfect fit. That “could be” is doing a lot of work, though, 
because Foligno hasn’t been an elite player for a few years now or even 
all that close. The argument in Toronto will be that the Leafs don’t need 
that, they just need somebody who can bang and crash and play the 
game right, making room for the elite guys they already have. Foligno 
might be able to do it, and the backstory with his dad is hard to resist. 

The bottom line: Any big deal the Leafs made was going to be viewed as 
a towering success if they can win a few rounds and a total failure if they 
don’t. Maybe the price doesn’t even matter. They got their guy, and Dave 
Rittich too (which really makes you wonder if Frederik Andersen is 
coming back). But none of it came cheap. 

4. Vegas Golden Knights (27-11-2, +38) – They don’t have much cap 
space, and they’ve been working to manage expectations, but they’re 
one of the league’s more creative teams so let’s see where it goes. 
Meanwhile, they continue to lose ground to the Avs in the race for first 
place, but maybe that doesn’t matter as much if the Blues are going to 
come back to life and make this a four-way dance. For what it’s worth, 
Vegas has their next eight games against the California teams. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (27-9-4, +31) – It’s always tough to see the team 
you’re battling for first place make a big move, as the Lightning did on 
Saturday. Typical thinking would be that the Hurricanes have to return 
serve, and they’ve been linked to some of the bigger names, although 
Carolina is one of the few contenders that might be tempted to ride with 
what they have. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning (28-11-2, +40) – They got their guy in David 
Savard, with a clever assist from old pal Steve Yzerman. You’d think that 
would have to be it, at least as far as moves of any significance. And 
given what they already had, it’s probably more than enough. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (28-9-4, +51) – They did what they needed to do, 
adding a veteran backup in Devan Dubnyk for a reasonable price. Joe 
Sakic doesn’t have a lot of holes left to fill on this roster, but he still has 
cap room to work with today, so the question is how aggressive he wants 
to get. 

Not ranked: The other buyers – Let’s run through them quickly. 

We’re still waiting for the Jets to land a defenseman, and depending on 
who they aim at it could end up being the biggest move in the North. The 
Oilers sound like they’ll be relatively quiet, but Montreal is intriguing again 
after an awful performance and the Brendan Gallagher injury. Their 
playoff spot isn’t in danger, we think, but Marc Bergevin doesn’t want to 
be an easy out in the first round. Adding Merrill will help and he came 
cheap; we’ll see if Bergevin has anything else up his sleeve. 

The Panthers have already added Montour and Gusev, but with three 
straight losses and the Lightning and Hurricanes starting to pull away for 
the first time, there may be some pressure to do more. The Central 
bubble is a bit of a mystery, with the Predators, Hawks and Stars all 
bunched up. All three looked like potential sellers at times, and I don’t 
think that happens now. That doesn’t mean they have to be aggressive 
buyers, but if one makes a big move, do the others feel like they have to 
follow along? 

The East is another traffic jam, and the Islanders got a head start with 
Kyle Palmieri before adding Braydon Coburn Sunday night. The Caps will 
want to respond (and just added a draft pick they could flip), and the 
Penguins reminded you that Carter is still in the league. But the real 
focus is on the Bruins, even after they managed to land Hall at a 
discount. They need an impact defenseman. (Checks Sunday’s score.) 
OK, they need several defensemen, although some of that will come 
from guys getting healthy and they did pick up Mike Reilly, who won’t tip 
the scale but will help. Montour and Savard are already off the board, 
and we’re assuming Mattias Ekholm is unlikely to move, so the list is 
narrowing. It’s not empty, though, and you figure Don Sweeney will have 
to find a few more fits before the day is over, and he has the cap space 
to do it. 

In the West, we’ve mentioned the Avs and Knights, and the Wild were 
apparently in on Foligno. If you’re Bill Guerin, I’m not even sure what the 
things we saw this week do to your thinking about this team, but they’ve 
overachieved expectations for you and that usually means that you want 
to bring in some extra help to push this over the finish line. The Coyotes 
could use some help too, although it’s probably time for the Sharks to 
fold their hand. 

And then there’s the Blues. When we did the pressure rankings, they 
were spiraling out of the race, losing seven straight and hearing their 
coach all but call them fragile. But this week brought three straight wins 
against the teams they’re chasing along with three losses for the 
Coyotes, and suddenly the Blues are back in fourth spot and in control of 
their own destiny. Does that make them buyers? It might, but this is Doug 
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Armstrong we’re talking about, a guy who has moved big names off his 
roster in the middle of playoff races before. He might want to buy. He 
might sell on Mike Hoffman. He might figure out a way to do both. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds and trying 
to figure out if we should call this an Owen Power Ranking. 

Is it too early to skip over this year and next and start looking ahead to 
the 2023 draft? I don’t think it is. 

Serious question: If you’re a rebuilding team and looking to make a move 
that will land you a first-round pick, would you have at least considered 
asking for the pick to be in 2023? A lot can change in two years, and 
even a current contender might fall on hard times. Get as many lottery 
tickets as you can for the big prize, right? 

5. Columbus Blue Jackets (15-20-8, -31) – Let’s welcome a new team to 
the bottom five. The Savard and Foligno trades make it clear that they’re 
throwing in the towel and selling, which is the right call with just two wins 
in their last 13, but still a tough one to make. Potentially up next: One of 
the goaltenders. 

4. Detroit Red Wings (14-23-6, -43) – The Bobby Ryan injury takes one 
name off the board, and there isn’t much else here that should bring back 
a major return. Jonathan Bernier is interesting, not just because he’s 
probably the best player they have left on the block, but also because 
moving him would leave them without dependable goaltending down the 
stretch, which isn’t the worst thing in the world if you have one eye on the 
lottery. 

Also, they keep beating the Hurricanes and it’s confusing me. Stop that, 
Detroit. 

3. Anaheim Ducks (12-23-7, -43) – They hold a significant number of the 
remaining cards today, with Rickard Rackell and Josh Manson as 
intriguing options for buyers. And yes, this is my chance to beat the 
“Ryan Getzlaf to a top contender for one last Cup run” drum one last 
time. I know it’s not happening, but the heart wants what it wants. 

2. Ottawa Senators (13-25-4, -48) – I think Ian Mendes had it about right 
after Saturday’s loss to the Leafs: 

That game capped off a week that saw the Senators lose four straight in 
regulation and drop back to 30th overall. They’re in year four of the 
rebuild, and about to post their worst season of that stretch (while 
exclusively playing teams in a division that everyone wants to say is the 
league’s weakest). But there’s been good news here. Ottawa fans seem 
satisfied with how things are going and the Connor Brown story is fun, so 
let’s stay positive. The deadline won’t hold any blockbusters, but Pierre 
Dorion likes to deal and still has a few options available. 

1. Buffalo Sabres (10-25-6, -49) – Hey, look who decided to join the 
double-digit win club. Welcome aboard, guys. You’ve been looking better 
the last few weeks, ever since you implemented that new strategic 
approach. 

The wins and losses don’t really matter, of course, as it’s all about what 
they can salvage at the deadline. They’re mostly getting savaged for the 
return on Hall, although there’s the usual crowd that wants to shrug and 
say that’s just what the market would bear. I’ll have more on that in 
today’s live blog, but for now, Kevyn Adams still has other names in play, 
and the Sam Reinhart situation is an intriguing one. 

Not ranked: The rest of the sellers – The seller list looks shorter than the 
buyer one right now, and that wasn’t necessarily the case even a week 
ago. Among the teams we didn’t cover in the bottom five, we’re still 
waiting to see if the Kings can find a new home for a big name, and the 
Dubnyk move might signal that the Sharks are selling. The Devils have 
already been busy and there isn’t much left to work with; maybe 
somebody wants Dmitry Kulikov. The Canucks remain a question mark 
given their COVID outbreak, although with a target date for their return 
having been announced, maybe it can get back to something 
approaching business as usual for Jim Benning. The Rangers probably 

just stay the course at this point, but the Ryan Strome situation is at least 
worth watching. 

And then there’s the most interesting team among the basement-
dwellers: The Flames, who can’t possibly think they’re still in the race. 
The Darryl Sutter change hasn’t yielded much, and there are plenty of 
names on the roster who could be of interest to a contender, including 
Derek Ryan and Joakim Nordstrom. I’m not sure what you’re going to get 
for Sam Bennett, but now’s the time to try. And then there are the bigger 
names, like Sean Monahan and (especially) Johnny Gaudreau. That 
would signal a major shift in direction, but that’s what Flames fans seem 
to want right now. 

Normally, you’d write off any of those bigger moves as the sort of thing 
that only happens in the offseason, and that’s almost certainly the case 
here. But it leads us to the elephant in the room in Calgary: The future of 
Brad Treliving, who’s been on the job for seven years and went into this 
season expecting to make the playoffs, not start a rebuild. Does he feel 
like he’s on the hot seat? And if so, does that change how he approaches 
a deadline that might be his last chance to make an impression? 

We’ll find out over the next few hours, at which point most of what you 
just read will be obsolete. That’s what makes today so much fun. Let’s 
get to it. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kyle Dubas’s aggressive deadline sends strong message 
to Maple Leafs, fans 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

April 12, 2021, 6:22 PM 

 

TORONTO – “It’s go time now.” 

That sentiment, expressed by Morgan Rielly on trade deadline day, sums 
up the Toronto Maple Leafs mindset as they stare at their best chance to 
embark on a deep playoff run since the No. 71 FOLIGNO sweater 
belonged to a guy named Mike. 

Already dominant at 28-10-3, the best hockey team and most aggressive 
buyer in Canada splashed the pot over the past 72 hours. 

GM Kyle Dubas outbid the competition for Mike’s son, Nick Foligno, and 
supplemented his core with a handful of useful depth pieces: goaltender 
David Rittich from Calgary; left-shot defenceman Ben Hutton from 
Anaheim; bottom-six centre Riley Nash from Columbus; and forward 
options Stefan Noesen and Antti Suomela from San Jose. 

Dubas rewarded a group that has built a plus-34 goal differential and 
provided a consistent level of performance and defensive responsibility 
that exceeds anything Toronto fans have witnessed in decades. 

“I felt that the group of players and coaches deserved every effort on our 
end, on management, to bolster the team and try to give us as great a 
chance as possible down the stretch in our division and into the playoffs,” 
Dubas said. 

“Certainly, Alex Galchenyuk’s rise to prominence on our roster altered a 
little bit of what we were looking for and really let us focus up front on the 
thing I really felt that we needed from the beginning — which was to try to 
find a player that can play up and down our lineup, that had tremendous 
character, competitiveness, defensive responsibility, but also had skill 
and ability to play with any of our top three lines. So, that was 
accomplished with Nick.” 
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Coach Sheldon Keefe views Foligno as a guy “who does whatever it 
takes to win.” And although the coach is keeping Foligno’s starting spot a 
secret until quarantine is served, the versatility he brings excites a coach 
who loves to mix and match. 

“Can play any position anywhere in the lineup. Can play the game any 
way you want. Great leadership qualities. Plays extremely hard,” Keefe 
raved. “He just checks so many boxes that you need to win when it 
counts the most.” 

Creative cap management, third-party salary eaters, waiver-wire losses, 
and a pillaging of draft picks were all necessary for Dubas to fill gaps at 
every position. 

But when you spot a unique path to something special — the Maple 
Leafs’ first two playoff rounds will remain in-division, and they’ll be 
favoured to survive the North — you plow forward by any means. 

As rival GM Ken Holland put it Monday, after taking a more conservative 
tact: “I don’t think that you can be all in every year. I think you pick and 
choose.” 

There is no confusing Dubas’s choices here, which are fittingly being 
documented by an Amazon Prime Video series titled All or Nothing. 

Toronto has surrendered eight of its next 14 draft picks, including its first-
, third- and fourth-rounders in 2021. 

Eleven players on the Leafs roster are impending UFAs. Ditto for three 
more on the taxi squad. 

In a year with an expansion draft, Dubas is playing catch-and-release on 
an elite level. 

Dubas has now overstuffed a room with 12 players who’ve worn a C 
and/or an A at the NHL level. 

“I don’t think you can ever have enough guys who possess leadership,” 
the GM asserted. “We just wanted to have the locker room and Sheldon 
have as many options as possible to remain as competitive as possible.” 

Not a single piece of the Leafs’ current prospect pool — Timothy 
Liljegren, Rodion Amirov or Nick Robertson, who plays Monday night in 
Montreal — was sacrificed here. 

“It wasn’t an absolute non-starter for us, but we’re excited that we got 
through the deadline with those prospects still part of our system,” Dubas 
said. 

There is a purpose and an urgency to how the executive has approached 
the business side of the game that must now be mirrored on the ice. 

“It speaks volumes,” Rielly said. “As players, we have to take that as a 
big responsibility. I think if you look at the group we have and the results 
we've had this year, there's an opportunity for us to play some good 
hockey here.” 

Added captain John Tavares: “It’s great that we have the belief and the 
trust from our management team…. It’s up to us to make the most of it.” 

Dubas noted that he would’ve been operating shorthanded without the 
expertise of tireless assistant Brandon Pridham in all of the roster 
juggling necessary to make all of these transactions fit. 

“He’s an indispensable part of the group,” Dubas said, upon crawling out 
of the makeshift war room the Leafs brass had set up in a Montreal hotel. 
“I can’t tell you how much I appreciate Brandon. Whatever awards there 
are for that position, I certainly think he should win them.” 

Capologist of the Year? Deadline champion of the world? 

Nah, these aren’t the awards the Maple Leafs are chasing this season. 

Their eyes are affixed on a much shinier prize. 

And the space for excuses has shrunk significantly in light of how 
Toronto’s roster looks post-deadline. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Treliving makes best decision for Flames, Bennett with 
deadline trade 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

April 12, 2021, 6:44 PM 

 

The Calgary Flames haven’t always made the right moves, or pushed the 
right buttons, with Sam Bennett. 

But this time they nailed it. 

This time they finally did what was best for both parties involved. 

After seven frustrating years for both the player and the organization, the 
Flames traded the 24-year-old forward and a sixth-round pick in 2022 to 
Florida on Monday for a second-round pick in 2022 and prospect Emil 
Heineman. 

Brad Treliving didn’t so much cut bait on the highest draft pick in team 
history as he cashed in on a playoff reputation that garnered his club a 
significant haul for an increasingly disappointing player. 

As he said about the Bennett deal, and the one that sent David Rittich to 
Toronto for a third-rounder a night earlier, “these moves weren't going to 
be available to us beyond today.” 

So Treliving made the most of Florida’s desire to add depth via the 
proven playoff snarl Bennett built his reputation around. 

The combination of being mismanaged at times and underperforming 
most others, the man picked fourth overall in 2014 gets a new chance to 
start proving he deserved better in Calgary. 

“I think if you could do things over in life… it could've been handled a little 
bit differently,” said a philosophical Treliving after having a long 
discussion with Bennett earlier in the day. 

“I don't put that on Sam. I think at the end of the day, Sam worked hard 
here. That was never an issue. We've got a good relationship with Sam. 
We think a lot of the young man. But I think he's going to embrace a fresh 
start and we wish him all the best.” 

Keeping Bennett past Monday’s deadline would have meant either losing 
him to Seattle in the expansion draft or having to qualify him with a raise 
on the $2.55 million contract he’s played under for two years, while 
scoring just 12 goals. 

In that time, he dealt with three of the five different coaches who toyed at 
times with giving Bennett a top-six role he was never able to make good 
on. 

While toiling largely on the third and fourth lines, Bennett still saw himself 
as someone capable of taking on a bigger role – a vision the organization 
didn’t share. 

It was only in the playoffs the kid who scored 18 goals as a rookie 
seemed able to reach his potential. 

It was then he doubled his regular season points per game from .34 to 
.63 and was amongst the Flames’ best players in each of the four playoff 
series he participated in as a Flame. 

It all left everyone wondering how a man capable of elevating his 
emotional, physical and offensive game each spring, could return to 
being so inconsequential each fall. 
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"I don’t know exactly the reason – I think I definitely got moved around a 
lot," said Bennet Monday when asked why things didn't unfold the way he 
envisioned in Calgary. 

"Seemed like I got more opportunity in the playoffs than the regular 
season and I excelled in that. For whatever reason, it just didn’t click. 
That happens sometimes. We (he and Treliving) just talked it over and 
it’s definitely a little sad. I really enjoyed my time in Calgary. I loved my 
teammates, the city and the fans. I definitely enjoyed all of that." 

Bennett figured it always had plenty to do with opportunity, which led to 
his trade request earlier this year. 

The Flames were perfectly content to ignore the request from the RFA, 
but when the club’s playoff chances were all but officially erased the last 
few weeks it opened the door for a windfall they never could have 
received any other time. 

And the beauty is that the return doesn’t require protection in the 
expansion draft. 

"At the end of the day you're going to lose a player, you can't get around 
it,” said Treliving, who would have exposed Bennett. 

“We felt this made sense on a couple of different levels other than just 
the return we got on the player. For both him and David, we've got a job 
to do. None of this should be perceived as us throwing in the towel. We 
had to make some decisions on players whose contracts were expiring. 
We had expansion issues. We felt we got a real good return.” 

Sure did, for a fourth-liner and backup goalie. 

Heineman was a second-round pick of the Florida Panthers in 2020 and 
has spent the last two seasons with Leksands IF where the right winger 
has played 54 games, scoring seven goals and adding eight assists for 
15 points. He represented Sweden at the 2021 IIHF World Junior Hockey 
Championship. 

Keep in mind, Treliving acquired a second-round pick for Sven Baertschi 
and for Kris Russell in 2015 and 2016 respectively, turning them into core 
pieces Rasmus Andersson and Dillon Dube. 

"The draft capital doesn't mean a lot right now, but I think it's going to 
become much more valuable with each day that goes by and as we get 
into the summer with the pending expansion draft, I think those picks are 
going to become much more valuable,” said Treliving, who said a recent 
chat with Rittich’s agent made it clear the signing of Jacob Markstrom 
last fall meant Rittich would sign elsewhere next year. 

“I think it's fair to say that come year-end he was probably going to look 
for a fresh start, which is fair. You balance that and say 'okay you're 
going to have a player that more than likely is going to walk at the end of 
the year, what does the market say?'” 

It said, “cash in,” which is exactly what Treliving did. 

"There have been lots of ups and lots of downs,” said Treliving of the 
path Bennett’s career has taken since the GM drafted him a month after 
being hired in Calgary. 

“It hasn't gone perfect.” 

But Monday’s move was close. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks move on from Gaudette on surprisingly active 
trade deadline day 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

April 12, 2021, 8:28 PM 

 

VANCOUVER -- The Vancouver Canucks do not know if Matthew 
Highmore will turn into a player who can help them. But Monday’s trade 
was proof the National Hockey League team is confident Adam Gaudette 
will never be the player they wanted him to be. 

On a surprisingly active trade deadline day for Vancouver, Canucks 
general manager Jim Benning started to position the team for next 
season with three minor deals, including a giveaway of Gaudette to the 
Chicago Blackhawks. 

The Hawks acquired the former Hobey Baker Trophy winner and last 
season’s 33-point forward for spare forward Highmore, an undrafted free 
agent out of junior hockey who had a good playoff in the Edmonton 
bubble last summer but was a healthy scratch in nine of his final 12 
games in Chicago. He has two assists in 24 games this season. 

A year younger than Highmore and more established at the NHL level, 
Gaudette, 24, has just four goals and seven points in 33 games, a 
season after the forward from Braintree, Mass., had 12 goals and 33 
points in 59 games. 

But his “breakthrough season” ended with 10 pointless games in the 
playoffs, where Gaudette became a healthy scratch. The Canucks were 
convinced the defensive holes in his game were not going to allow him to 
be a reliable bottom-six contributor. 

“To be quite honest, we expected him to take another step this year,” 
Benning told reporters during an online press conference. “He has played 
alright for us, but we were expecting after the season he had last year, 
we were expecting him to come in and take another step (and) we didn't 
really feel like he did that. Now, maybe a change of scenery, he can get 
that back. 

“He's a guy that we drafted, we spent a lot of time with him in 
development, we gave him a chance (and) he scored some big goals for 
us. The thing, you know, that I think we may miss from him is he's got a 
good release on his shot and he can score from the outside. But I think 
overall, looking at his two-way game and stuff, we just felt like Matthew 
Highmore plays a more complete two-way game. Both players get a 
fresh start, and we'll see where it goes.” 

The trade looked lopsided enough that conspiracists on social media 
linked the deal to Gaudette’s status as Patient Zero in the COVID-19 
outbreak that has decimated the Canucks, who are scheduled to end 
three weeks of inactivity Friday against the Edmonton Oilers. 

But the mission to move Gaudette actually began late last season, and 
was ramped up this winter when the winger was linked in stories to the 
Nashville Predators and Boston Bruins. After talking to numerous teams 
in the last few days, the Canucks made the best deal they could. 

The Blackhawks gave the Canucks a few depth options, and Vancouver 
chose Highmore. Benning had interest in the winger from Halifax when 
Highmore was coming out of junior in Saint John, N.B., four years ago. 

A Canucks official emphatically denied the COVID-19 crisis had any 
bearing on the decision to move on from Gaudette. 

“I think it was just the right time for both parties to move on,” Benning 
said. 

Minutes before the noon Pacific deadline, the Canucks acquired a sixth-
round pick by sending defenceman Jordie Benn and his expiring contract 
to the Winnipeg Jets, and Benning circled back to the Blackhawks to 
make a deal for depth defenceman Madison Bowey, a 2013 second-
round pick who has been unable to parlay his speed and power into 
regular NHL duty. 

Bowey, a 25-year-old from Winnipeg, has spent all but two games this 
season on the Blackhawks’ taxi squad. Chicago surrendered the 
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defenceman for the slightest of draft upgrades: giving Vancouver a fifth-
round pick this summer for the Canucks’ fourth-rounder. 

Bowey provides Vancouver some flexibility for the Seattle expansion 
draft in July -- Benning could choose to expose defenceman Tyler Myers 
and his $6-million-US annual salary -- and organizational insurance with 
Canucks depth blue-liners Brogan Rafferty, Ashton Sautner and 
Guillaume Brisebois all eligible for unrestricted free agency after this 
season. 

Highmore and Bowey also provide some cost certainty, with each signed 
through next season at a low cap hit of $725,000. Gaudette is making 
$950,000 and becomes a restricted free agent on July 28. 

In the short-term, the new Canucks will have a chance to prove they 
belong in the NHL by providing some health, speed and enthusiasm as 
the organization limps out of its COVID-19 shutdown. Trading Benn, who 
was not going to be re-signed in Vancouver after this season, gives 
rookie Olli Juolevi an extended NHL audition over the next month. 

There were still 18 players from the Canucks’ NHL roster on the league’s 
COVID-19 protocol list on Monday, and Juolevi is believed to be among 
three taxi-squad players in protocol. 

Benning said 10 players were able to skate Monday as Rogers Arena re-
opened. This included injured star Elias Pettersson, who will see a 
specialist for his wrist injury on Wednesday and could be available to 
play this weekend, Benning said. 

The Canucks’ first team practice is scheduled for Wednesday. Highmore 
and Bowey will serve one-week travel quarantines before playing. 
Vancouver is supposed to open its revised 56-game schedule with five 
games in seven nights, starting Friday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens pluck depth from shallow trade pool as core 
players near return 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

April 12, 2021, 6:19 PM 

 

MONTREAL — It’s hard to make a big splash in such a shallow pool. 

So, if you’re wondering why the NHL’s trade deadline came and went 
with Marc Bergevin adding just one more depth piece to a Montreal 
Canadiens team he revamped with eight new players since last 
September, it’s at least in part because of that. 

Erik Gustafsson, a power-play specialist and bottom-pair defenceman, 
was acquired from the Philadelphia Flyers for a 2022 seventh-round pick 
just 15 minutes before 3 p.m. ET on Monday, and then Bergevin 
justifiably rested. 

Taylor Hall — three years removed from a Hart Trophy win, though it 
feels more like six — was the biggest name to move in the lead up to 
Monday’s nationally televised snooze fest. That the two-goal scorer, 
along with centre Curtis Lazar, was shipped from Buffalo to Boston for 
just a second-round pick and fourth-line forward Anders Bjork spoke 
volumes of the quality of players available prior to 3 p.m. ET. 

There was, however, one shocker that trickled in afterwards, with the 
Detroit Red Wings sending Anthony Mantha to the Washington Capitals 
for a 2021 first-round pick, a 2022 second-round pick, Jakub Vrana and 
Richard Panik. It was a deal involving considerable risk on Washington’s 

end, with futures added to Panik and Vrana, who has as many goals (11) 
and more points than Mantha (25 to 21) in three less games, and it was 
made on a day no one else came anywhere near as close to stepping as 
far out on the ledge. 

Over the weekend, the Toronto Maple Leafs gave up a first-round pick to 
the Columbus Blue Jackets for captain Nick Foligno and the Tampa Bay 
Lightning also gave them one for defenceman David Savard. They’re two 
players that will help firm up both teams as Stanley Cup contenders — 
even if they’re most likely to both be in secondary roles once the playoffs 
begin. 

Those teams paid a premium for that depth, while no one else paid 
nearly as much for similar pieces. Time will tell if it was worth it. 

Meanwhile Bergevin bargained, giving up very little for players who may 
or may not help the Canadiens. In bringing in Eric Staal — a Triple Gold 
Club member — at half his salary for 2021 third- and fifth-round picks on 
March 26, Bergevin felt he addressed a need for some experience up the 
middle. He waived small but speedy defenceman Victor Mete before 
trading C-prospect Hayden Verbeek and another 2021 fifth-rounder to 
the Red Wings for big and steady defenceman Jon Merrill on Sunday, 
filling a need next to Alex Romanov on the team’s third pair. 

Merrill will serve a seven-day quarantine before joining the Canadiens on 
the ice. Gustafsson will have to do the same, though he’ll likely have to 
wait for an injury to obtain his chance to show he’s more like the player 
who scored 17 goals and 60 points with the 2018-19 Chicago 
Blackhawks than the player who’s only managed seven goals and 32 
points in 90 games since. 

Meanwhile, Mete, who was both literally and figuratively bodied out of 
Montreal’s lineup, was claimed by the Ottawa Senators. 

Did the Canadiens drastically improve with any of these moves? 
Probably not. 

But they certainly didn’t get any worse. And with several teams stuck 
somewhere between buying and selling — and several others happy to 
just sit on their hands — there wasn’t really an opportunity to get much 
better. 

As a result, the Canadiens retained 11 picks in this year’s draft — their 
first, two seconds, two thirds and three fourths included — and held all 
their noteworthy prospects. They also kept all their roster players, which 
is something Bergevin said he wanted to do all along. 

The GM also repeated several times prior to Monday that he was 
comfortable going forward with what he has — a team that’s essentially 
been in a playoff spot from wire to wire, one six points up and owning 
three games in hand on the next-best team in the North Division and one 
that expects to have reinforcements returning from injury/illness before 
the Stanley Cup tournament gets underway. 

Top goaltender Carey Price is slated to return from a lower-body injury 
later this week. Joel Armia, a top-nine forward who was placed on the 
NHL’s Covid Protocol list after testing positive for a variant of the virus on 
March 22, could be back as early as Wednesday, when the Calgary 
Flames visit the Bell Centre. Top-four defenceman Ben Chiarot is on the 
mend from a fractured hand suffered March 10 and there’s a sense he’s 
not far behind. And though top-six forward Brendan Gallagher isn’t 
expected to return before the regular season ends, the Canadiens not 
using the money they banked in placing him on the long-term injured 
reserve list makes it possible for him to do so without creating a salary 
cap issue. 

All those players will provide a boost. Some others might, too. 

The Canadiens have already spoken at length about Staal’s addition, and 
though he’s been kept in check over his last three games, he already 
contributed a game-winning goal to their efforts. 

Tomas Tatar, who knows Merrill from his brief stint alongside him with 
the Golden Knights in 2018, feels the defenceman Bergevin acquired 
from Detroit could be of service both in the room and on the ice. 
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“He’s a great guy, he’s very funny. I loved to be around him in Vegas 
when we were together,” Tatar said of the six-foot-three lefty who’s 
comfortable playing the right side. “And, as a player, I think he’s great 
defensively. He’s got a very good ability to make a good first pass on a 
breakout. I really think he can help us.” 

Merrill’s the polar opposite of Mete — a defenceman capable of 
punishing players in front of the net and in the corners, one who’s much 
more efficient at breaking up the rush, but also one who’s nowhere near 
as involved in starting it. 

But the team still has Brett Kulak to do that, and Bergevin’s hope is that 
Gustafsson can provide some insurance in that role as well. 

No prolific forward was added to the mix, but Cole Caufield is with the 
AHL affiliate and has the potential to be one with the Canadiens in short 
order. 

For now, they soldier on with what they’ve got, eager to break out of a 
three-game slump and prepared to make a push through the final 18 
games of the season. 

“The playoffs are when you want to be at your peak,” said assistant 
captain Paul Byron earlier on Monday. “I don’t think you want to be 
peaking too early in the year. Every team has ups and downs throughout 
the year. We came out of our week off break there and we were playing 
really well. We’ve had a little bit of a dip and now it’s time to start peaking 
again and start getting better. The team wants to be at our best come 
playoff time, and first of all you’ve gotta get there. So, this next month is 
going to be a big challenge for our team, and having those games of 
importance… every night now is going to have a playoff atmosphere, 
playoff implications.” 

That starts with a game against the Maple Leafs at the Bell Centre. Five 
of the six players Bergevin added in the off-season — Tyler Toffoli, Josh 
Anderson, Jake Allen, Joel Edmundson and Corey Perry — and Staal will 
be dressed for it. 

The others, including the pair of 29-year-old defencemen acquired, are 
coming soon. No one else was worth doing a cannonball for. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With just one deadline-day addition, Jets banking on 
internal pieces 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

April 12, 2021, 5:02 PM 

 

WINNIPEG - In the end, there was no big splash made by the Winnipeg 
Jets. 

With all due respect to versatile veteran Jordie Benn, his addition barely 
even qualifies as a ripple in this trade deadline pool. 

At a time when the Jets are firmly established as a contender in the North 
Division, the overriding belief was that general manager Kevin 
Cheveldayoff was poised to take a big swing to help improve his defence 
corps. 

Cheveldayoff surveyed the market and made calls around the league, 
checking in on a number of different options, both on the rental market 
and for players with some term on their remaining contracts. 

Ultimately, Cheveldayoff decided to bank on his internal options, 
reinforcing his belief that this defence corps is greater than the sum of its 
parts. 

“I think we have a defensive core that certainly has more depth here 
today,” Cheveldayoff said during a zoom call. “We’ve gotten to this point 
where we are challenging on any given night, there’s the jockeying for 
positions in this division, and we think we’re right there.” 

It’s a choice that doesn’t come without risk, but it’s also a nod to his belief 
in the current group and some of the high-end prospects in the pipeline. 

“I think that someone I’d like to see here as well is Ville Heinola, get an 
opportunity to show where he does fit,” said Cheveldayoff. “So, we feel 
we have some depth within the organization that is a little more than 
maybe what some other people might think. But when you come into a 
trade deadline, you’re sometimes victim to what might be out there as 
well. 

“I look at the opportunity that’s in front of this group to continue to reap 
the benefits of some of the younger players getting better and getting an 
opportunity that should be beneficial to us moving forward.” 

At a time when Kyle Dubas and the Toronto Maple Leafs clearly pushed 
their chips into the middle of the table by adding forwards Nick Foligno, 
Stefan Noesen, defenceman Ben Hutton and goalie David Rittich, 
Cheveldayoff wasn’t willing to sacrifice big pieces of the future in order to 
potentially improve in the present. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Clearly, the Jets weren’t going to ship out 2020 first-rounder Cole Perfetti 
or 2017 second-rounder Dylan Samberg in a deal for a rental either. 

Even if the Jets had been able to find a longer-term solution, 
Cheveldayoff was reluctant to move a top prospect if it wasn’t in another 
blockbuster. 

When considering the Jets traded three first-round picks (Patrik Laine, 
Jack Roslovic and Jacob Trouba) since the summer of 2019, it’s easy to 
understand the hesitation for a team that relies on the draft, development 
and retention model. 

Those moves all represent a significant drain on the internal resources, 
plus there is an expansion draft this summer to consider. 

Will the lack of a notable move come back to haunt the Jets during what 
many observers consider a more direct path to the Final 4 through the 
North Division? 

It certainly could, but the Jets have shown they are a capable club and 
don’t lack confidence or offensive weaponry. 

Before the Jets continued their road trip with a 4-2 loss to the Senators, 
defenceman Dylan DeMelo reinforced his belief in the current group. 

“Any time management goes out and gets a player they feel can help the 
team going forward, I think it’s just a boost for everybody and that’s a 
testament to how hard we’ve worked and the position we’ve put 
ourselves into,” DeMelo said following the morning skate and before the 
addition of Benn was announced. “We all know our forward position’s 
pretty strong and I know people say our defensive depth isn’t as good, 
but I would say that’s probably more because of how strong our 
goaltending is and how strong our forward group is. I think our defence 
has done a really good job this year, kind of by committee, and has done 
a really good job of stepping up to play really well.” 

Benn brings experience and is comfortable playing on either the left (his 
natural side) or the right side. 

He’s likely an insurance policy after Nathan Beaulieu was lost for the 
season after undergoing shoulder surgery. 

Given the progression of 2016 first-rounder Logan Stanley, it’s likely 
Benn begins his tenure with the Jets as the sixth or seventh defenceman. 
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There’s no doubt the Jets still have plenty of room for improvement when 
it comes to their collective defensive game. 

Strides have been taken, but more will be required in order for the Jets to 
go on a playoff run that includes winning multiple rounds. 

What also can’t be ignored is that the Jets still have one of the deepest 
forward groups in the NHL and that goalie Connor Hellebuyck remains 
the great equalizer, given the Vezina-like level he continues to play at. 

The Jets will continue to be a team to be reckoned with and they should 
be a tough out - even without a headlining addition. 

By not making a move to bolster that top-four, Cheveldayoff has left 
himself open to criticism if things don’t work during the playoffs. 

He also didn’t end up making a deal he might end up regretting. 

Either option meant rolling the dice to a certain degree and the truth of 
the matter is we won’t really know if the decision was the right one for 
quite some time. 

Cheveldayoff didn’t flinch when asked what message he sent to his team 
with what transpired on Monday. 

“We made a big trade earlier in the year. That trade has helped 
strengthen us as a team, said Cheveldayoff, referring to the acquisition of 
Pierre-Luc Dubois. “I think the players have gotten to this point together 
as a group. I think it’s a real strong group. 

“We’ve sent the message that we’ve added some depth that can help us 
as we move forward here in the remaining games and into the playoffs. It 
also sends the message that the group we have here, we believe in you. 
We didn’t break it apart. We think the group that got us to this point 
deserves to continue to get rewarded and continue to play.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators deadline moves open opportunities for 
organization's youth 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

April 12, 2021, 7:24 PM 

 

The Ottawa Senators have been saying for days that the rest of the year 
will be devoted to the youth of the organization. 

To paraphrase Erik Karlsson: “The time is nigh.” 

After moving out veteran UFA defencemen Erik Gudbranson, Mike Reilly 
and Braydon Coburn at the trade deadline Monday it is time to see what 
Ottawa’s prospects can do. 

This means you, D-men Erik Brannstrom and Jacob Bernard-Docker and 
centre Shane Pinto. Winger Alex Formenton, 21, who scored a 
shorthanded goal against the Leafs on Saturday, has also been told he 
will be on the NHL roster for the rest of the campaign. 

Oh, and suddenly, the Senators youth brigade also includes defenceman 
Victor Mete, 22, claimed off waivers from the Montreal Canadiens 
Monday. Over the final 14 games of the season (including Monday vs. 
Winnipeg), the Senators will get a look at Mete to see if he is worth 
bringing back and perhaps extending. Mete has RFA status this summer. 

Mete drove over from Montreal on Monday, “from one bubble to another,” 
requiring no quarantine, said Senators general manager Pierre Dorion. 

Head coach D.J. Smith says the remaining games against North Division 
contenders will be a learning process for his young roster. 

“It is a great experience for our young guys to see, especially down the 
road here, some of these teams that are built to win now,” Smith said. 

With no playoff contention on the horizon this spring, tryouts have 
already begun for the 2021-22 NHL season in Ottawa. Bernard-Docker 
and Pinto, Senators draft picks recently signed out of the University of 
North Dakota, had their first practice in Ottawa Monday following a week 
of quarantine in a Kanata hotel. 

Smith said he wants the two to get comfortable for a few days or perhaps 
even a week of practice before he puts them into a game. But they will 
play, the collegians have been assured of that. The Senators have two 
more home games this week before heading west next week. 

For the Senators and their fans, this was a decidedly more low-key 
deadline than others that saw such favoured stars as Mark Stone and 
Jean-Gabriel Pageau get dealt. 

While his team was not involved in any high-profile deals, Dorion said he 
was pleased with the club’s deadline moves, acquiring picks and one 
AHL defenceman for three vets on expiring deals. Dorion likes the idea of 
giving his prospects a good look down the stretch, especially on defence 
after he moved three NHL defencemen. 

“We’re all looking forward to seeing an expanded role for Erik 
Brannstrom,” Dorion said. And “Mete. He’s just 22 . . . 

“It's a great chance to see how these young players play in the grind. And 
it will prepare us for years to come.” 

The organizational consensus on Mete is that with just 185 NHL games 
played, the young defenceman still has some upside. Why not take a 
look with a waiver claim? 

“From what we’re told, he’s a good person, he wants to get better at his 
craft,” Dorion says. 

“He skates well, he moves the puck. He’s the new-generation type of 
NHL defenceman. He’s not the biggest, but he’s definitely not afraid.” 

The Reilly and Coburn deals were done late Sunday night, part of the 
league-wide trend to getting trades done early this year. Reilly went to 
the Boston Bruins for a third-round pick in 2020; Coburn to the New York 
Islanders for a 2022 seventh-rounder. 

Gudbranson, the Orleans native, was dealt to the Nashville Predators 
just prior to the 3 pm deadline. In return, Ottawa received undrafted 
defenceman Brandon Fortunato (zero points in nine AHL games with 
Cleveland) and a seventh round pick in 2023. 

A product of the US National Development Team program, Fortunato 
contributed one assist in seven games to the USA bronze-medal team at 
the 2016 World Junior Hockey Championships. 

Why the 2022 and ‘23 picks instead of for 2021? 

Dorion and his chief amateur scout, Trent Mann, believe next year’s draft 
will be stronger than 2021, plus the added time gives staff a better 
chance at evaluating prospects. A lot of teenage talent sat on the 
sidelines for extended periods this year due to the pandemic and scouts 
were scouting from their home offices rather than arenas. 

Interestingly, the Senators now have just six selections in 2021, including 
none in rounds 4 and 5, but have ELEVEN picks in 2022, with five in the 
first three rounds. Ottawa made 10 selections in 2020. Dorion said that if 
his team is in contention next year and needs a player at the deadline, he 
could move one or more of those draft assets. 

Smith was sorry to see Reilly go. He worked well with the younger 
defencemen and got a huge opportunity to play this season -- putting up 
19 points in 40 games while playing close to 19 minutes per game on 
average. There was consideration made to extending Reilly on a short 
term deal but when a contract couldn’t get done prior to the deadline, 
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Dorion opted for the third-round pick. Dorion also noted the number of 
drafted D prospects the team has to accommodate, from Jake 
Sanderson to Lassi Thomson, along with JBD and Brannstrom. 

No doubt, the Senators will miss the veteran dressing room influence of 
Coburn and Gudbranson, two physical defencemen whose off-ice 
training and leadership were great examples for Ottawa’s younger 
players. 

Dorion said he has met “no better pro than Braydon Coburn.” And calling 
Gudbranson to tell him he was being dealt was difficult, Dorion said. Yet, 
he is pleased both players get a chance to be in the playoffs. 

Just last week, Gudbranson, 29, became a father for the first time, and 
he was thrilled he got that opportunity in his hometown, where his family 
could be a part of the big moment. All that homespun togetherness was 
fleeting, it turns out. 

Monday morning, speaking to reporters while still uncertain of his status, 
Gudbranson admitted getting traded at the deadline wouldn’t be great 
timing, considering he and wife Sarah have a newborn child, Bennett, at 
home. 

If a trade did happen . . . “you just have to be a pro and do what you do,” 
Gudbranson said. 

Spoken like a player who is moving to his sixth NHL organization. 

At least he will be reunited in Nashville with another Ottawa-area hockey 
product in Mark Borowiecki, who grew up in Kanata. 

Gudbranson knew when he arrived home last fall in a trade from 
Anaheim, there would be a time when the torch was passed and the kids 
got more playing time. And here we are. 

Dorion believes his young prospects have earned it. 

“I think all our young players exceeded expectations,” Dorion said. “I 
think all of them took a huge step in their development -- in their output 
as far as production, and their play. They’re not perfect. All young players 
make mistakes. But they never quit. They play hard. They are learning 
what the NHL grind is all about. Especially in a 56-game schedule.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bruins take advantage of Sabres in Taylor Hall trade 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

April 12, 2021, 11:12 AM 

 

As observers, critics and fans, we crave bold moves and outside-the-box 
thinking from our sports executives. 

Taking risks equals juicy headlines and deep debate. 

So, it was particularly intriguing when a rookie general manager, the 
Buffalo Sabres’ Kevyn Adams, and a recent league MVP, Taylor Hall, 
took a wild, one-year, $8-million swing over the off-season to see if they 
could help solve each other’s curse. 

While we applaud the stab, the results have been nothing short of 
disastrous — from Hall’s shockingly low shooting percentage (2.3, when 
his career average is 10), career-worst minus-23 rating and paltry two 
goals, to the underwhelming return his midnight-hour trade to the Boston 
Bruins yielded Adams. 

When Hall, 29, heads to his fourth team in two seasons, he'll be joined by 
depth forward Curtis Lazar, who is signed through 2022 at a $800,000 
cap hit. Going to Buffalo is cost-certain forward Anders Bjork ($1.6-million 
cap hit through 2023) and a 2021 second-round draft pick. 

Because the Sabres will retain half of Hall’s $8-million AAV, Hall will 
arrive in Boston as only the sixth-most-expensive forward. And he should 
see easier on-ice matchups skating behind the dominant Brad 
Marchand–Patrice–Bergeron–David Pastrnak line. 

Despite receiving serious rental interest in Hall from a few contenders 
(the Golden Knights, Capitals and Islanders were reportedly in the mix), 
Adams walked back from his initial ask of a first-round pick for the 
biggest household name on the market. 

Don't forget: The ball was in Hall’s court here, as the 2018 Hart Trophy 
winner had negotiated a full no-move clause. 

Adams, of course, signed off on that condition, tying his own wrists. 

“Definitely the no-move really helped me become a Bruin,” Hall said 
Monday morning, before embarking on the seven-hour drive to Boston. 
"This was a team I really wanted to be part of and really wanted to join." 

Avoiding details, Hall revealed that he "was ready to be a Bruin" during 
the 2020 off-season. A contract came close but did not materialize, and 
he took a flyer in Buffalo, expecting the Sabres could maybe flirt with a 
playoff spot. 

Buffalo’s inexperienced front office will take more heat this week when 
the trade deadline’s ledgers get tallied up. 

All told, Adams has dispatched Hall, Lazar, Eric Staal and Brandon 
Montour in exchange for a second-rounder, two third-rounders, a fifth-
rounder and Bjork. 

By comparison: The other big seller, Columbus Blue Jackets GM Jarmo 
Kekalainen, has recouped two first-rounders, a third-rounder, a fourth-
rounder and a seventh-rounder for Nick Foligno, David Savard and an 
injured Riley Nash. 

Hampered with a battered blue line and an ailing crease, Bruins GM Don 
Sweeney has done some fine patchwork over the past 24 hours. 

In addition to Hall, who presents Bruins second-line centre David Krejci 
with some long-coveted skill on the flank, Sweeney also secured 
defenceman Mike Reilly from Ottawa for a 2022 third-round pick. Nice 
value. 

With this splash, the pressure shifts off Sweeney now that he has given 
his veteran core a boost. 

The pressure shifts onto Hall. Best case: he provides a secondary wave 
of offence for a champion, the way Phil Kessel did for the Penguins' most 
recent title runs. 

He is an elite talent whose lack of playoff success (14 post-season 
games played in an 11-year career) and frequent suitcase-packing have 
dropped his stock heading into a second consecutive free-agent summer. 

The $8-million AAV offers won’t be flying around this time. 

A healthy scratch the past few days as Adams bubble-wrapped his most 
valuable asset, Hall spent the time doing some "soul searching." 

The star has been humbled. 

Speaking over Zoom Monday, Hall sounded decidedly down on his own 
game, yet optimistic about pulling on a fresh sweater. 

"For myself, obviously it wasn't the season that I would've liked to had. 
Not even close," Hall said. "Unfortunately right now I'm not the most 
confident hockey player. 

"I don't think it's completely lost or anything like that." 

Remaining Time -0:48 
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Taylor Hall says he would love to be a Bruin for a few years 

Here is another chance. 

If he soars, Hall could stick in Boston beyond 2021, with Krejci and 
Tuukka Rask’s hefty contracts coming off the books. At the very least, 
Hall can showcase what he’s capable of when surrounded by a legitimate 
roster with high standards and even higher hopes. 

"I'd love to be a Bruin for a few years. It's been a bad year for me 
personally. I need to play well," Hall said. 

"I came to Boston with [Tyler] Seguin in 2010 just before our draft, and I 
love the city. I love the fan base and the way they care about hockey. 
And every time I've come to Boston since then, I've always really enjoyed 
my time there. So, it's a city that I have a lot of respect for as a sports 
city, and I can't wait to get there." 

With Hall's Bruins facing the Sabres six more times this season, starting 
Tuesday, the contrast should be striking. 

Hall will waste no time jumping in the lineup. 

"I really just want to be part of a winning team," Hall said. 

"I'm really excited to be a part of that group and to just be one of the 
guys. I don't expect to come in and light the league on fire or anything 
like that. I just want to come and win games. I want to be a part of a 
winning team. That's something that I haven't had before, and that's what 
makes me most excited." 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Weekend Takeaways: Lightning go all-in on 
repeating with Savard trade 

 

Ryan Dixon@dixononsports 

April 12, 2021, 11:26 AM 

 

Tampa Bay Lightning general manager Julien BriseBois brought the 
same mentality to the trade deadline that his players must employ come 
playoff time: Do what you have to do to find a way. 

The defending Stanley Cup champs have flown under the radar a bit 
during this odd season, especially because most of the league hasn’t got 
that in-person reminder of just how good this club is. The Bolts — who 
shutout potential first-round opponent Nashville 3-0 on Saturday and hold 
the fourth-best record in the league by points percentage (.707) — are 
that much better now that BriseBois found a way to stuff defenceman 
David Savard under the salary cap and onto the right side of his top-four. 

People have been screaming “cap circumvention!” at the Bolts ever since 
Nikita Kucherov went on long-term injury reserve before the season and 
there was more grumbling Sunday when old friend Steve Yzerman — 
who left Tampa to run the Red Wings a couple of years ago — was made 
a part of this deal with Columbus so Detroit could eat half of Savard’s 
remaining salary after the Jackets initially swallowed 50 per cent 
themselves. 

If people want to seethe, let them clench their teeth. When you’ve got a 
team capable of becoming just the second back-to-back Cup winner in 
the Cap Era, you move heaven and earth to get those final pieces. Last 
year, BriseBois knew his squad needed more muscle, so he went out 
and got Barclay Goodrow and Blake Coleman. Both those players played 
significant minutes on a team that finally won four playoff rounds last 
summer. 

This time out, BriseBois — having watched righties Kevin Shattenkirk 
and Zach Bogosian move on in the off-season — went out and got a 
defenceman superior to both those players, a hard-nosed, bearded blue-
liner who has the look of a guy who might have manned the gritty New 
York Islanders back end for all those early-‘80s Cups. Savard, who could 
conceivably slot in on the first or second pair in Tampa, said he was 
thrilled to be joining a team he’s faced in each of the past two post-
seasons, knowing full well the Lighting stand a great chance to make 
another deep run. 

From BriseBois’s perspective, it was about damage assessment and 
coming to the conclusion that forking over a first-rounder for a second 
straight year leaves way less of a mark than the sinking feeling you left 
something on the table with a veteran team trying to hang all the banners 
it can. 

“As I was contemplating this trade,” BriseBois said Sunday, “my thought 
was, 'If I have the opportunity to acquire David Savard and I passed up 
on that opportunity and then the playoffs start and eventually we failed in 
our quest for a championship because our right-shot D wasn’t good 
enough, that was going to hurt. That was going hurt a lot.'” 

That’s why you get off your wallet and pay the freight for the guy you 
want. 

Other Takeaways 

• Grabbing Taylor Hall (and Curtis Lazar) for a second-rounder and 
winger Anders Bjork is about as no-brainer as it gets for Boston. Not to 
pile on, but as miserable as things have been in Buffalo this year for Hall, 
I still thought the Sabres would get much more for him, especially 
considering they wound up swallowing half of his remaining salary. 

In the past, Hall’s first-overall pedigree and his Hart Trophy campaign 
have driven his stock a little higher than it should be for a player who has 
not been extremely durable and is an offence-only guy at the least-
valued position. That said, he doesn’t turn 30 for seven months and now 
that he will be looked upon to provide secondary scoring, as opposed to 
being the first option, I like the odds he makes Bruins GM Don Sweeney 
look smart here. Basically, Hall slots into the complimentary role Phil 
Kessel filled when he won two Cups in Pittsburgh. Also, given the Bruins 
have a little more salary cap flexibility than most perennial contenders, it 
seems as though — if things go well in the next month or so — there’s 
real potential for a marriage that lasts beyond 2021 here. 

Remaining Time -1:26 

• Kyle Palmieri’s first goal as an Islander was exactly the type of net-front, 
whack-it-home tally GM Lou Lamoriello envisioned when he got the gritty 
winger out of New Jersey along with veteran pivot Travis Zajac. 

https://www.nhl.com/video/palmieris-first-goal-with-isles/t-277350912/c-
8052475 

Zajac, by the way, played more during Sunday’s 3-2 win over the 
Rangers than every Islanders forward other than Brock Nelson. How 
crazy would you have sounded if, when this team lost captain John 
Tavares for nothing in the summer of 2018, you declared the Islanders 
would not only be consistently making the playoffs in his absence, but 
that they’d be justifiably moving first-round picks at the deadline in two 
straight years (last season it was to acquire Jean-Gabriel Pageau from 
Ottawa) to bolster their squad? The 78-year-old Lamoriello is still going to 
be throwing 100 when he’s 100. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

• Quick Canadian team round-up so far: Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas told 
us for weeks he was all in, so it was no surprise to see him move a first-
rounder for Nick Foligno and a third for goalie David Rittich. Foligno, for 
what it’s worth, averaged more 5-on-5 ice time per 60 minutes in 10 
playoff games last year than every Blue Jackets forward except 
Alexandre Texier. He’s the kind of player John Tortorella trusts, which 
means he’s built for playoff hockey. As far as “Big Save Dave” goes, with 
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“Frequently Hurt Freddie” on the sidelines, it’s a relatively small price to 
pay for peace of mind at the most important position. 

Also, when Dubas moved Toronto’s 2019 first-rounder to get Jake 
Muzzin two years ago at the deadline, the Leafs found Nick Robertson at 
No. 53 overall. When the Leafs had to attach a 2020 first to Patrick 
Marleau to get him off the books, Dubas flipped Kasperi Kapanen to 
Pittsburgh for a first-rounder. Moving a 2021 first might not sting all that 
much in the end. 

In Montreal, it’s basically five-foot-nine defenceman Victor Mete out 
(Mete was placed on waivers yesterday), six-foot-three Jon Merrill in. 
Merrill can play both sides of the ice as a left shot and figures to start on 
the right side of the third pair. Montreal wanted another body back there 
and will have seven guys who satisfy GM Marc Bergevin’s blue line 
vision once Ben Chiarot returns from a broken hand. Size is no issue for 
the Canadiens on the back end. Speed and puck-carrying ability, on the 
other hand… 

• Love a good out-of-the-blue move at deadline season and I really like 
the fit of Jeff Carter in Pittsburgh. 

• On the seller’s side, Columbus GM Jarmo Kekalainen did well to pocket 
two first-round draft picks in this buyer’s market. And for all the times we 
talk about a player signing back with the team that moved him in the 
summer, it sure seems like there’d be a fit to bring Foligno back after he’s 
done skating for the team his dad, Mike, played 18 playoff games for at 
the end of his career. 

Weekend Warrior 

Regina Pats phenom Connor Bedard has been making eyes pop all 
season, hanging out at the top of the WHL scoring charts as a 15-year-
old with 28 points in 15 games. On Friday, he made those same eyes a 
little misty when he scored two goals — including the game-winner — 
and pointed skyward at “Grandpa Garth” after both tallies. Bedard’s 
grandfather was killed Tuesday during a car accident in Sicamous, B.C. 
The team offered to send Bedard home to be with his family, but after 
giving it some thought he chose to stick around for what was always 
going to be his final WHL game before heading to the U18 world 
championships with Team Canada. Here’s hoping the 2023 draft-eligible 
star does some more things on the international scene that would make 
his grandpa proud. 

The Week Ahead 

• Still a couple more hours to go until the deadline hits at 3 p.m. today. 
This is your annual reminder to keep refreshing your browser for 15 
minutes or so past the hour as last-minute deals get processed by the 
league. 

• Buffalo visits Hall and the Bruins on Tuesday, the same day Rittich 
could be in a Leaf uniform hosting his old friends from Calgary. 

• There’s at least a chance we’ll have a fight for the final playoff spot in 
the North. The Canadiens have a six-point lead on Calgary, and Montreal 
holds three games in hand. Things will get a little more interesting, 
though, if the Flames can pull off regulation-time wins Wednesday and 
Friday in Montreal. The teams play a total of five more times in the back 
half of this month. 
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Dubas goes deep at trade deadline in Leafs’ bid to win now 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Kyle Dubas isn’t leaving the Maple Leafs’ playoff hopes to 
chance.  

In a busy 72 hours leading up to Monday’s NHL trade deadline, Toronto’s 
general manager added six players to the Leafs’ ranks, while only giving 
up Alexander Barabanov from the active roster.  

The rest Dubas got done with draft picks, trading away six in total to 
leave Toronto with only six selections remaining in the 2021 and 2022 
entry drafts.  

Building for the future isn’t where the Leafs are at this season though. 
They are looking to win now. Each of Dubas’ moves was designed to 
help them get there. 

“The group of players and coaches deserved every effort [from] 
management to bolster the team,” Dubas told reporters on a Zoom call 
Monday. “One of the major things that we [wanted] was to get through 
the deadline with the group intact. It's one of the tightest knit groups 
we've had and the spirit and the vibe of the team is very good. We were 
excited to, we believe, add the pieces that will continue to enhance our 
ability to be as competitive as possible as we go into the playoffs.” 

Dubas kicked things off Friday with a small trade, bringing in Riley Nash 
from Columbus for a conditional seventh-round draft choice in 2021. 
Nash is out 4-to-6 weeks with a knee injury and should be back for the 
postseason. 

After that, Dubas was ready to go all-in. Through a three-way trade with 
Columbus and San Jose on Sunday, the Leafs acquired Nick Foligno for 
a first-round pick in 2021 and a fourth-round pick in 2022. To make the 
money work, Columbus retained 50 per cent of Foligno’s salary in the 
transaction. The Leafs then enlisted San Jose to retain another 25 per 
cent in exchange for a fourth-round pick in 2022 and forward Stefan 
Noesen. 

Foligno anticipates travelling to Toronto early this week and will serve a 
seven-day quarantine before stepping into the lineup.  

Once Foligno’s deal was done, Dubas hauled in goaltender David Rittich 
from Calgary for a third-round pick in 2021. Rittich is expected to join the 
Leafs in Toronto on Tuesday ahead of their game against his former 
team.  

Monday’s action was comparatively quiet, with depth additions of 
defenceman Ben Hutton from Anaheim for a fifth-round pick in 2021 and 
forward Antti Suomela from San Jose for Barabanov. 

In the lead-up to Monday’s deadline, Dubas said he would part with a top 
prospect in order to make his club better now. Ultimately that would 
prove unnecessary.  

“It wasn't an absolute non-starter for us, but we're excited that we get 
through the deadline with those prospects still a part of our system,” he 
said. “The players we have in here, they're already known to us. We were 
hopeful to [get by] without having to move any of them and just continue 
to develop, so it’s nice.” 

Dubas touched on a number of deadline-related topics with the media, 
including how Frederik Andersen’s injury status influenced his decision-
making process and why Foligno was worth betting high on.  

On the injured Frederik Andersen, who has been sidelined with a lower-
body injury and not skated since March 19 

The situation with Fred has really not changed. Fred's carried a 
tremendous load for us over the last four and a half seasons and our 
main ambition now is patience and making sure that he's at 100 per cent. 
That's really all that we're focused on at this point, is making sure that we 
get through the stretch and give him the chance to be absolutely 100 per 
cent, and be ready to roll come playoff time. 

On when Andersen will return to the ice and begin practising again 

I'm convinced that Freddie is going to play for the Leafs for sure, whether 
it's here in the next number of weeks or whether that's in the playoffs. 
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Once the medical team gives him the green light, that's when he'll be 
there. I don't have a definitive timeline on it. As I've said to him many 
times, our focus on this is patience and making sure he's back at 100 per 
cent and not really putting a huge amount of pressure on him to do that. 
That's really why we went out and got Rittich, to be able to come in here 
with Jack [Campbell] and [Michael Hutchinson] and form a really solid 
threesome of goaltenders before Fred gets rolling. 

On how Jack Campbell’s historic 11-0-0 start gives Andersen some 
breathing room 

I think Fred is rooting for Jack and it takes the pressure off him, whereas 
in the past there was always a pressure on Fred to play and play a lot, 
and to come back as soon as possible from every injury. Now with Jack 
playing the way he has and with Dave coming in, it'll allow us to be slow 
and cautious with Fred and make sure he's absolutely at 100 per cent 
and for once, from our end, do right by Fred as someone who has done 
so much for the organization. 

On what made 33-year-old Nick Foligno worth the investment of a first-
round draft pick 

Number one, you know what you're going to get from Nick every single 
night. Our expectations are just that he comes in and does everything 
that he's done in his career. You can rely upon him in terms of his effort 
level, his work rate and his responsibility defensively. He’s able to play 
against anybody in the league, able to kill penalties at a high level and 
most importantly able to make plays when he has the puck. The energy 
and the grit that he brings to a team is infectious within the group. One of 
the more important things for us was that the people who were coming 
into the room were going to be able to fit into what we're doing and 
become a great part of it and enhance something that we feel is already 
a really good thing happening and it was all positive on that end with 
Nick. 

On waiting until closer to the deadline this year to make trades compared 
with seasons past 

The way that the team came out of playing poorly there in the early part 
of March [Toronto earned just one point in seven games from March 4-
19; it has since won nine of 10] really made me comfortable with what we 
have in terms of ability to withstand and deal with times when maybe our 
form hasn't been the best. The way the locker room operates made me a 
little bit more comfortable about getting closer to the deadline before we 
did anything and I just think that the way the group has played this year, 
that's made me more comfortable with adding pieces which you would 
commonly refer to as as rentals to our group.  

On having so few draft picks over the next two seasons 

We're coming out of a draft where we had a surplus of draft picks and I 
think seeing those players develop through their seasons respectively 
has been very encouraging for us. That made me a little bit more 
comfortable. We’ve got more players coming into the system from 
previous drafts that are going to be over here starting next year, we 
signed Alex Steeves from Notre Dame a few weeks ago. Given the 
uncertainty of this draft and the fact that leagues have been going in fits 
and starts predominantly in North America, I would think that it would 
make our program a good landing spot for any undrafted players or draft-
related free agents as well so we'll shift our focus there. 

On finally landing Ben Hutton, a defenceman the Leafs had been eyeing 
for awhile 

In the summer of 2019, he was available when he signed with L.A. We 
investigated signing him [too]. So Ben had been on our radar. He’s able 
to play up and down the lineup. Last year with L.A., he had a strong run 
of games with Drew Doughty and he was able to come in, kill penalties 
and play that sort of role. We felt in terms of depth, we have a lot of guys 
that can play on the power play and play more offensive minutes; we just 
wanted to bolster what we had defensively and we feel that over his 
career he's done that. I would expect that Ben will compete with the 

group and, if he wins the spot, that’s great for him and great for our 
depth. 
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Maple Leafs get boost from Dubas’ moves 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs skated at the Bell Centre in Montreal on 
Monday.  

General manager Kyle Dubas acquired forwards Riley Nash and Nick 
Foligno, defenceman Ben Hutton and goalie David Rittich over the past 
few days without subtracting any core players from the roster.   

Message received.  

"It speaks volumes," said alternate captain Morgan Rielly, the longest-
serving Leaf. "As players, we have to take that as a big responsibility...I 
mean, it's go time now. We got to start working and get the process down 
before playoffs. It's really on us to play and to win and to take it from 
there." 

Last season, with the team struggling to perform consistently, Dubas 
didn't make any notable moves around the deadline. This year, Toronto 
arrived at the deadline having won nine of 10 games while sitting 
comfortably in first place in the North Division.  

"We're excited," said captain John Tavares. "It's great that we have the 
belief and trust from our management team and it's up to us to make the 
most of it." 

The Maple Leafs decided not to wait until Monday to make a splash as 
they acquired Nick Foligno from the Blue Jackets and Stefan Noesen 
from the Sharks. TSN Hockey analyst Mike Johnson breaks down the 
deal from Toronto's perspective and discusses which other team in the 
North Division needs to make a move ahead of the deadline. 

The biggest addition is Foligno, who helped the Blue Jackets eliminate 
the Leafs in a five-game series last summer.  

"Just one of these guys that does whatever it takes to win," said coach 
Sheldon Keefe. "Versatile, can play any position and anywhere in the 
lineup. Can play the game any way you want to play it. Great leadership 
qualities. Plays extremely hard. He just checks so many boxes of the 
things you need to win when it matters most." 

Keefe refused to say where he plans to slot Foligno in the lineup noting 
the team will have to play several more games as the 33-year-old 
forward serves a week-long quarantine.  

"He's just an extremely competitive player," observed Tavares, "and 
within that he's got a real good understanding of his skill set and how he 
makes an impact and, to me, that's [with] his ability to protect the puck, 
hang on to the puck, the little plays he makes around the walls, in tight 
around the net [and] his finishing ability. He just seems to have that 
determination and drive to make an impact every time he's on the ice." 

Foligno only posted seven goals and nine assists in 42 games during a 
tough season in Columbus, but his new teammates point out the former 
Blue Jackets captain has a proven track record.  

"He plays hard," noted Rielly. "He's a big man. He's good in the corners. 
He's good with the puck. He's just a really well-rounded player. He's 
worked hard over his career to really build that reputation. To add a 
player like that is a great feeling. We're very lucky to have him." 
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Foligno on making most of move to Toronto, being the 'right fit' with 
Maple Leafs 

Nick Foligno joins James Duthie to share his immediate reaction to his 
trade to the Maple Leafs, the appreciation he has for Blue Jackets 
general manager Jarmo Kekalainen for getting a deal done to a 
destination he approved of and why he believes he can provide the right 
fit with the Leafs. 

Rittich went 4-7-1 with a .904 save percentage with the Calgary Flames 
this season, but some of his best games came against his new team.  

"He certainly played very well against the Leafs, so that stands out. Our 
players have a strong impression of him," said Keefe. "His addition 
definitely adds to our depth in goal and that's a very good thing." 

Rittich went 1-2-1 against Toronto with a .941 save percentage this 
season. The 28-year-old pending unrestricted free agent is expected to 
be in Toronto by Tuesday and available to play against his old team, 
although no decision has been made.  

Keefe planned to touch base with Rittich on Tuesday afternoon.  

"I got to see where he's at," the coach noted. 

Jack Campbell gets the call tonight in Montreal. He is making four 
consecutive starts for the first time since early in the 2018-19 season 
when he started seven straight for Los Angeles.  

Frederik Andersen is sidelined with a lower-body injury and hasn't skated 
since March 19. Last week, Keefe said there's no timeline for Andersen's 
return.  

Treliving on moving Rittich: 'We felt this was a prudent move based on 
where we're at' 

Calgary Flames GM Brad Treliving joined James Duthie to discuss his 
movement of David Rittich to the Maple Leafs and how his expiring 
contract and unlikelihood of resigning was a major factor into his decision 
to test the market for a return. The Flames received a third round pick in 
2022 from the Maple Leafs for David Rittich. 

The Leafs will make one lineup change tonight as Nick Robertson draws 
in for Alexander Barabanov, who was traded to San Jose on Monday 
afternoon in exchange for Antti Suomela.  

Robertson sustained a knee injury in his first NHL game this season back 
on Jan. 16 in Ottawa. The 5-foot-9 winger returned to game action on 
Feb. 15 with the Marlies in the American Hockey League. He also missed 
time with an oblique injury this season.  

"He's worked hard at his game," noted Marlies coach Greg Moore, "being 
very responsible for 200 feet and also contributing offensively. It will be 
good for him to get that experience and get those reps [in the NHL]. He's 
a person that has come here and done everything the right way. He's 
worked hard and made sure that, within this process, he's looking to get 
better in every situation and hopefully that translates into some success 
today." 

Robertson produced 10 points in 14 AHL games this season.  

The Leafs are shaking up their slumping power play once again. The 
players who occupy the bumper and net-front positions flipped units at 
the morning skate. So, Joe Thornton and Simmonds are back on the top 
unit while Tavares and Zach Hyman shifted to the second unit.  
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Thornton lauds Lucic ahead of milestone game 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

For a player who was selected outside the first round, Milan Lucic 
attended his first National Hockey League training camp in 2007 with a 
fair bit of notoriety. 

Chosen in the second round (50th overall by the Boston Bruins) of the 
draft a year prior, the Vancouverite was fresh off a Memorial Cup victory 
(and MVP honours) for his hometown Giants in front of friends and family 
at the Pacific Coliseum. 

Nearly 15 years later, “The Shift” as it came to be known, remains part of 
junior hockey lore. In a 55-second sequence in the championship game’s 
opening minutes, Lucic levelled several Medicine Hat Tigers with bone-
crunching hits before getting into a fight, setting the tone in a 3-1 Giants’ 
win. 

Bruins forward Shawn Thornton hadn’t gotten the memo. He hadn’t 
followed junior hockey and didn’t know much about the 19-year-old 
winger beyond the fact that Bruins scouts were high on him and that 
Lucic had fought a couple of players at rookie camp. 

“I didn’t know much about Looch or ‘The Shift’ or anything,” Thornton 
said in a recent interview with TSN. “I didn’t even know he’d won the 
Memorial Cup the year before to be completely honest.” 

Thornton, then 30 and in his first of seven seasons in Boston, quickly 
took a liking to the young power forward. Lucic impressed his new 
teammate with a couple of bouts at training camp. 

“He worked his ass off and made his way onto that team,” Thornton said. 

The two would become linemates for the first half of the season. 

“One day he got bumped up for his hard work to play with [David] Krejci 
and got a little power-play time,” Thornton said. “I don’t think he ever 
went back.” 

Thornton and Lucic bonded off the ice that season and remain close 
friends to this day. 

“For his first few years, he was at my house for dinner after almost every 
game, and holidays and what not he’d be at our house too,” Thornton 
said. 

Thornton saw a part of himself in Lucic – a young agitator willing to do 
whatever it took to maximize his professional hockey career. They were 
both relentless, willing to fight, and determined to win the Stanley Cup. 

“You try and mentor him, knowing that he’ll have a bigger role than I 
would ever have in the sport of hockey,” Thornton said. “And knowing 
that he’s going to have to do some of the stuff that I did. It’s the toughest 
part of the job, getting punched in the face. But he always had a very 
high IQ and EQ for that part of the game. So, it was more just teaching 
him my thought process on it and how I’d approach it; just giving how I 
navigate those waters. He had a really good feel for it even as a 19-year-
old kid.” 

Thornton’s prediction proved prophetic. In Boston, Lucic would become a 
staple of the team’s scoring lines, racking up 342 points in 566 games. 
His 772 penalty minutes rank 17th in franchise history. 

Thornton and Lucic spent seven seasons together with the Bruins, 
winning the Stanley Cup in 2011.  

“When we were challenged, he took that challenge personally, whether 
that’s a physical challenge or a fight or someone taking a run at him,” 
Thornton said. “And he was not going to lose that challenge. If we’re 
losing a game, he’d challenge his linemates to put the team on their back 
and try and win the game for the team.” 

Fourteen years since removed from being that wide-eyed, quiet 19-year-
old at his first NHL training camp and now a Calgary Flame, Lucic will 
suit up for his 1,000th career game on Tuesday in Toronto. 
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His mentor and friend Thornton will be watching from Florida, where he is 
working as the Panthers’ chief commercial officer. 

“The way he plays the game makes it even more impressive,” Thornton 
said. “He plays the game a hard way. He puts his body out there, he 
sacrifices his body. He’s fought all the big boys. He is in front of the net. 
He plays a heavy, hard game, and to get 1,000 that way is, in my 
opinion, a pretty remarkable feat.” 
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Maple Leafs betting on Foligno’s versatility and defensive touch 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs probably don’t need any more offensive 
firepower to advance out of the North Division. But this is a season 
underpinned by Stanley Cup expectations, and consequently the 
measuring stick for Kyle Dubas’ front office is how his lineup will stack up 
against teams like Tampa Bay, Carolina, Colorado, and Vegas further 
down the road. 

That’s a tall order, and undoubtedly one of the reasons the front office 
has been actively working to shore up their roster despite serious salary 
cap constraints. Dubas got a notable deal done Sunday, engineering a 
three-team trade that saw the Leafs acquire winger Nick Foligno (with 
significant salary retention on top) from Columbus. The cost was three 
draft picks, including a first-round pick in this year’s entry draft. 

Foligno will assuredly be a pure rental – it’s already been reported that 
Foligno is a likely candidate to return to the Blue Jackets through 
unrestricted free agency. Even if the Maple Leafs wanted to bring back 
the 33-year-old veteran, it’s unlikely they would have the cap flexibility to 
do so. 

So why were the Maple Leafs so aggressive in their pursuit of Foligno? A 
lot of it has to do with his versatility and defensive impact. The Maple 
Leafs have attackers who can score in spades – the team is comfortably 
third in the league in rate scoring (3.4 goals per 60 minutes), and that’s 
part of a multi-year trend. 

(Note: there will be some attention given to whether or not Foligno can be 
a net-front presence for the Maple Leafs too, not dissimilar to Toronto’s 
intentions when they signed Wayne Simmonds. Whether or not Foligno 
can be effective in that role is debatable, but Columbus wasn’t successful 
on that front.) 

The versatility argument is rather obvious. Foligno can play every forward 
position and is a regular on both special-teams units. Over the past three 
seasons, Foligno’s averaged 2.3 minutes per game on the power play 
and 1.4 minutes per  game on the penalty kill. Productive middle-six 
forwards who can be deployed in any situation with a degree of trust from 
the coaching staff do not grow on trees. 

But I think this is more about the defensive competencies he can bring to 
the Maple Leafs lineup. 

If we look at Foligno’s on-ice numbers – this time focusing on even-
strength play – we can see that the positive play he’s generally created is 
in the defensive third, with teams unable to generate meaningful shot 
quality or volumes with Foligno on the ice: 

The defensive numbers have cratered a bit in 2020-21 (somewhat due to 
team quality), but this is a winger who posted relatively strong defensive 
performances over a five-year horizon, beating the majority of his NHL 

peers annually. And full up over the past five seasons, the Blue Jackets 
have outscored their opponents (+6) with Foligno on the ice. 

Visualized, pay careful attention to how sustained Foligno’s defensive 
touch has been over the years. Teams have an incredibly difficult time 
getting to the interior when he’s on the ice, something that’s been a 
bugaboo of sorts for the Maple Leafs during postseason play, via 
HockeyViz: 

The bet here is that Foligno’s defensive touch is still sterling, and that his 
overall production – be it rate scoring on the offensive end or shot 
suppression numbers on the defensive side, has been hampered due to 
the Blue Jackets struggling as a whole. 

Even more specifically to Foligno, we know there is less talent to go 
around in Columbus. Boone Jenner has been anchored to Foligno’s hip 
for an eternity now, but formidable linemates like Josh Anderson and 
Pierre-Luc Dubois weren’t options this season, and the famed Seth 
Jones and Zach Werenski pairing has been disrupted by injury. 

He’s going to see a significant quality of teammate surge in Toronto. And 
whether he plays on John Tavares or Alex Kerfoot’s line, there is going to 
be an abundance of opportunity. 

The only question left is whether or not Foligno can produce to the 
sizable cost he was acquired for – even Cup-contending teams are 
reticent to trade valuable draft picks, and the Maple Leafs need three 
months of strong two-way play from the veteran in order to get payback 
on this deal. 
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USA TODAY / NHL trade deadline 2021 winners, losers: Capitals, Red 
Wings make last-minute splash 

 

Mike Brehm 

Jimmy Hascup 

USA TODAY 

 

The NHL trade deadline day looked like it was going to be boring with 
big-name unrestricted free agents Taylor Hall, Nick Foligno and Kyle 
Palmieri all moving in the days leading up to Monday. 

And with a flat salary cap, the need for the traded players to quarantine 
and several teams pushing back into the playoff hunt and out of the trade 
market, not much was happening — at least early on. 

But it was redeemed at the end with the Washington Capitals and Detroit 
Red Wings pulling off an old-fashioned major hockey trade. 

Here are the winners and losers of the trade deadline: 

Winners 

Red Wings: Not only did Detroit general manager Steve Yzerman 
salvage what was a rather uneventful trade deadline at the last minute, 
he did a lot to move forward his team's rebuild. The Red Wings traded 
away a skilled, young power forward, Anthony Mantha, who is in the first 
year of a contract extension, but got back a dynamic forward (Jakub 
Vrana, a pending restricted free agent), a valuable role piece (Richard 
Panik) and two high picks (first in 2021 and second in 2022). While Vrana 
has been criticized for being inconsistent, so too is Mantha, and even in a 
down year, Vrana has 11 goals and 25 points -- and entered this season 
with 49 combined goals in the two seasons prior. Detroit has 12 picks in 
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the 2021 draft, with five in the first two rounds. This is the kind of creative 
deal-making that sets up a franchise for the long haul. 

Toronto Maple Leafs: Trade season was quite kind to Toronto, and we're 
going to rewind a couple months. Part of the Leafs' promise stems from a 
mid-February trade in which they got forward Alex Galchenyuk, the third 
overall pick in 2012 who at 26 had already played for five organizations, 
and have seemingly remade his game (six points in 11 contests). On 
Sunday, they moved to acquire veteran, high-character leader Nick 
Foligno from the Blue Jackets in a three-team deal. They also bolstered 
their goaltending core by getting David Rittich from the Calgary Flames. 
Foligno adds a well-rounded game to their middle-six forward group and 
Rittich provides important insurance. They also added depth on defense 
with Ben Hutton. 

Boston Bruins: Their trades were in the works before the Bruins lost 8-1 
to the Capitals, but Boston pulled off moves that brought the struggling 
team hope. Their biggest issues were secondary scoring and a banged-
up defense. And now they have Hall, Curtis Lazar and defenseman Mike 
Reilly. Hall has struggled this season but could pick up his play on David 
Krejci's line. Reilly is dependable and will help the Bruins weather 
injuries. 

Tampa Bay Lightning: The defending Stanley Cup champions managed 
to add a solid defenseman in David Savard without having any cap 
space. They got the Red Wings involved and Detroit and the Blue 
Jackets retained 75% of Savard's salary. The Lightning will also be 
getting former MVP Nikita Kucherov back for the playoffs after a season-
long absence, again making them a team to beat. 

Losers 

Buffalo Sabres: Their return for Hall seems lacking. They gave up Hall, 
Lazar and retained 50% of Hall's $8 million salary and all they got back is 
Anders Bjork, who didn't fit in the Bruins' plans, and a second-round pick. 
They were handcuffed by Hall's no-movement clause and the fact he had 
two goals this season.  

Trade deadline fans: First, they had to stay up late on Sunday because of 
the late-breaking trades of Foligno, Hall and Jeff Carter. Then the day 
was a snoozer with the re-signing of the Los Angeles Kings' Alex Iafallo 
and Philadelphia Flyers' Scott Laughton knocking those players off the 
market. Carl Soderberg to the Colorado Avalanche and Sam Bennett to 
the Florida Panthers were a little more interesting. Then the Capitals-Red 
Wings trade jolted everyone awake. 

Flyers: The struggling team either needed a shot in the arm with a big 
trade or to sell its players for good draft picks. It did neither. Re-signing 
Laughton was important, but all they got were late-round picks for Erik 
Gustafsson and Michael Raffl. 

San Jose Sharks' Patrick Marleau: Marleau is four games away from 
tying Gordie Howe for most games played, but the 41-year-old has still 
not won a Stanley Cup. And it will not happen now, even though he was 
open to going elsewhere. It would have been nice to add the Marleau-
Stanley Cup story line to the playoffs. It's unclear if his career will 
continue after this season. 
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USA TODAY / Minnesota's MLB, NBA, NHL games postponed in wake of 
Daunte Wright shooting 

 

Steve Gardner 

Mark Medina 

USA TODAY 

 

Civil unrest in the Minneapolis area has forced the city's three in-season 
professional sports teams to postpone their home games Monday 
afternoon and evening.  

The Minnesota Twins were the first to announce their baseball game 
against the Boston Red Sox, scheduled to start at 1:10 p.m. CT, was 
postponed out of concern for the safety of fans and players in the wake 
of a fatal police shooting in a nearby Minneapolis suburb on Sunday. 

Shortly afterward, the NBA's Minnesota Timberwolves and NHL's 
Minnesota Wild followed suit and postponed their home games, which 
were to begin later in the evening. 

“Out of respect for the tragic events that occurred yesterday in Brooklyn 
Center, and following the additional details in this evolving situation, the 
Minnesota Twins have decided it is in the best interests of our fans, staff, 
players and community to not play today’s game," the team said. 

"The decision was made by the Minnesota Twins after consultation with 
Major League Baseball, and local and state officials. ... The Minnesota 
Twins organization extends its sympathies to the family of Daunte 
Wright.” 

The NHL and Minnesota Wild each extended their "deepest condolences 
to the family and friends of Daunte Wright" in announcing Monday night's 
game had been postponed. 

The Wild-Blues game has been rescheduled for May 12 at Xcel Energy 
Center in St. Paul. 

Earlier Monday, police released the body camera footage from the officer 
who fatally shot Wright, a 20-year-old Black man, at a traffic stop in 
Brooklyn Center, roughly eight miles away from Target Field. 

Police responded to protests Sunday with riot gear as demonstrators 
gathered in the city, mourning Wright's death.  

The Twins and Red Sox were preparing for the game to be played before 
the team, MLB and state and local officials made the joint decision to 
postpone it. 

"There's a big part of this decision that is also rooted in safety. In 
consultation with law enforcement about unknowns about what could 
transpire within the broader community over the next several hours 
based on the news that has come out of Brooklyn Center this morning," 
Twins president and CEO Dave St. Peter said. 

"Once you understand that information, I think for us, the decision 
becomes a lot easier. The only thing to do is always to err on the side of 
safety -- for our players, for our staff, for our fans." 

Wright's death comes as Minneapolis was already on edge in the middle 
of the trial of former police officer Derek Chauvin, who faces murder 
charges in the death of George Floyd last May. 

Meanwhile, the Timberwolves issued a similar statement, expressing 
sympathy for Wright's family and friends. 

“Yesterday’s tragic event, involving the life of Daunte Wright, once again 
leaves our community mourning. After consultation with the League, and 
local and state officials, we believe postponing tonight’s game versus the 
Brooklyn Nets is the best decision," the team said. 

For the past year, the NBA and its players have become increasingly 
outspoken on systemic racism, including police brutality. The Milwaukee 
Bucks staged a walkout before a playoff game against the Orlando Magic 
last summer in the NBA bubble a day after Kenosha, Wisconsin, police 
officers shot Jacob Blake seven times. 

Following Floyd's killing, the Timberwolves were among the NBA teams 
that invited guest speakers and recorded public service announcements 
about systemic racism. Karl-Anthony Towns and Josh Okogie on May 29 
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joined former NBA player Stephen Jackson, who was friends with Floyd, 
for a protest at Minneapolis City Hall. D’Angelo Russell also participated 
in a protest in his Louisville hometown to speak out on the killing of 
Breonna Taylor. 

The Timberwolves also formed a multi-year partnership with The 
Minneapolis Foundation to address racial inequities.  

There's no immediate word on when the Twins and Timberwolves games 
will be made up. 
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USA TODAY / NHL trade deadline 2021: Breaking down the biggest 
rumors, deals of the day 

 

Mike Brehm 

Jimmy Hascup 

USA TODAY 

 

The NHL trade deadline is 3 p.m. ET Monday. Follow USA TODAY 
Sports' live updates during the day for the latest trades, news, rumors 
and analysis. 

There are plenty of obstacles this season with a flat salary cap and the 
need for traded players to quarantine because of COVID-19 protocol. But 
there already have been key moves in recent days as general managers 
get creative. And more moves are expected in the final hours. 

Be sure to catch yourself up on everything that has gone on this trade 
season with our trade tracker.  

The most recent news and analysis will be listed at the top.  

3:45 p.m. A major deal 

In a case of saving the best for last, the Capitals and Red Wings have 
pulled off a major deal right before the deadline. The Red Wings are 
sending forward Anthony Mantha to the Capitals. The return is forwards 
Jakub Vrana and Richard Panik, plus a 2021 first-round pick and a 2022 
second-rounder. This is a hockey deal, rather than the usual rental deal. 
Mantha is signed through 2024, Vrana is a restricted free agent and 
Panik is signed through 2023.  

3:15 p.m. Deals trickling in 

Some reported deals: Flyers defenseman Erik Gustafsson to the 
Canadiens and forward Michael Raffl to the Capitals. Senators 
defenseman Erik Gudbranson to the Predators. Ducks defenseman Ben 
Hutton to the Maple Leafs. Hurricanes defenseman Haydn Fleury to the 
Ducks. Canucks defenseman Jordie Benn to the Jets. 

3 p.m. It's deadline time 

But trade announcements always trickle in afterward. 

2:45 p.m. Report: Bennett to Florida 

Sam Bennett had good playoff numbers the past two seasons. Plus, he's 
a restricted free agent, and the Panthers should be able to hold onto him 
beyond this year. 

2:20 p.m. Laughton re-signs 

Another potential unrestricted free agent is off the trade market, with the 
Flyers' Scott Laughton agreeing to a five-year, $15 million extension. 

2:12 p.m. Avalanche-Blackhawks deal 

The Avalanche add forward Carl Soderberg, who played for them from 
2015-19 and had his best seasons with the team. The Blackhawks get 
forward prospects Ryder Rolston and Josh Dickinson. 

2 p.m. One hour to go 

Of course, trades continue to be announced after 3 p.m. ET 

1:52 p.m. Iafallo re-signs 

Take Alex Iafallo off the trade market. He and the Kings agreed to a four-
year, $16 million extension. 

1:43 p.m. Golden Knights-Blackhawks deal 

The cap-strapped Golden Knights picked up a third-line center in Mattias 
Janmark by involving a third team, according to TSN's Pierre Lebrun. The 
Sharks retain some of Janmark's salary and get a 2022 fifth-round pick 
for their services. The official deal: Janmark and the Blackhawks' 2022 
fifth-round pick to Vegas and Chicago gets second- and third-round 
picks. Third-party help was also used in the Nick Foligno and David 
Savard trades. 

1:10 p.m. Oilers-Devils trade 

The Oilers make it official. They acquire defenseman Dmitry Kulikov from 
the Devils for a conditional 2022 fourth-round pick. He'll kill penalties and 
slot it on their second pairing. The pick becomes a third-rounder if the 
Oilers win a playoff round. 

12:35 p.m. DeAngelo, Rangers 

A buyout has seemed inevitable since the team put him on waivers in 
January following an altercation with teammate Alexandar Georgiev. This 
was just one of several questionable incidents DeAngelo has been 
involved in recently, which has included declaring his preference for 
Parler after Twitter deactivated President Donald Trump's account. A 
buyout would cost the Rangers more than $1.2 million in cap hit over the 
next two years. 

12:20 p.m. Blackhawks-Canucks trade 

The Blackhawks acquired Adam Gaudette from the Canucks for Matthew 
Highmore. Depth forward for depth forward, though Gaudette, 24, has 
better offensive numbers. He was just cleared from the COVID-19 
protocol list. 

12:05 p.m. Less than three hours to go 

Mostly quiet. In a couple waiver moves, the Stars claim defenseman 
Sami Vatanen and the Senators claim defenseman Victor Mete. NHL 
Network's Kevin Weekes is reporting that the Oilers are trading for Devils 
defenseman Dmitry Kulikov. 

11:47 a.m. Taylor Hall talks 

Taylor Hall says he plans to drive from Buffalo to Boston on Monday and 
will be available to face his old team, the Sabres, on Tuesday. He said he 
had talks with the Bruins in the offseason but it didn’t work out. “I’d love 
to be a Bruin for a few years. It’s been a bad year for me personally, and 
I need to play well. I need to contribute, and most of all, I want to be part 
of a team that wins games and I really believe we can do that here.” 

10:27 a.m. Could Laughton be on the move? 

Scott Laughton has 17 points this season and is in the last year of a deal 
that carries a $2.3 million cap hit. There is still some intrigue with him as 
a former first-round pick (in 2012) who is 26 years old, though he hasn't 
lived up to expectations. The Flyers have a negative-26 goal differential 
at fifth place in the East Division and are at a crossroads of where to 
transition the franchise. 

9 a.m. Who else is out there? 
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Mike Hoffman, Blues: Hoffman has not been his dominant scoring self 
(11 goals) since joining the Blues. Add in the fact that he is an 
unrestricted free agent this offseason and the Blues are barely clinging to 
the last playoff spot in the West, and Hoffman could be on the move 
today. It would not be surprising to see him be the most impactful 
addition. 

Ryan Dzingel, Senators: The Senators are in a full rebuild, and Dzingel, a 
potential UFA, would be a versatile piece to a contender. 

Luke Glendening, Red Wings: The Red Wings center is the type that 
contenders tend to love this time of year: a defensive-minded role player 
who wins faceoffs. 

Marc Staal, Red Wings: A veteran defenseman with more than 100 
games played in the postseason, Staal could be a low-cost bottom-
pairing addition, or even be an in-and-out type. 

Elvis Merzlikins or Joonas Korpisalo, Blue Jackets: At seventh place in 
the Central Division, Columbus is going nowhere this season. While 
these two goalies have had their struggles, they are both 26 and each 
has another year remaining on their deals with Merzlikins at $4 million 
and Korpisalo at $2.8 million. The Blue Jackets are unlikely to go into 
next season with both goalies, but when will they trade one? 

A couple of significant moves went down while you were sleeping ...  

- The Bruins acquire forwards Taylor Hall and Curtis Lazar from the 
Sabres for forward Anders Bjork and a second-round pick. The Bruins’ 
two weaknesses this season were secondary scoring and defense. They 
addressed defense with the trade for Ottawa's Mike Reilly. They hope 
Hall, a former No. 1 overall pick and Hart Trophy winner, can show more 
than the two goals he has scored this season. The Sabres, who also 
retained 50% of Hall's salary, failed to get a first-round pick for their 
biggest prize. Bjork was a fifth-rounder. 

And ... 

Jim Rutherford doesn't have to be the Penguins' general manager for 
them to be active. In Carter, the Penguins get a veteran center who is 
signed through next season. In 40 games this season, Carter has eight 
goals (on 117 shots) and 19 points. He is probably past his prime as a 
top-six center but will have to fill in the second line while Evgeni Malkin is 
injured. Los Angeles is retaining 50% of Carter's salary (he has a cap hit 
of $5.3 million). 

 

USA TODAY LOADED: 04.13.2021 


