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The Canes made few trades before deadline — then skidded against last-place Detroit  

By Chip Alexander  

Those wondering how the Carolina Hurricanes lost twice to 
the Detroit Red Wings in three days should take an eyeball 
test. 

Find a replay of the Canes’ game against the Florida 
Panthers from last Thursday. Watch how aggressively the 
Canes forechecked. Watch them win the race for pucks, win 
board battles, the body checks and hits. Watch how they not 
only competed but competed with a purpose in a 3-0 win with 
goalie Alex Nedeljkovic getting the shutout. 

Then watch a replay of Monday’s game against the Red 
Wings. Watch the Canes fanning on passes, flailing about on 
the power play in slow motion, puck-watching, relying too 
much on goalie James Reimer to bail them out, which he 
often did in a putrid 3-1 loss. 

The Red Wings, the last-place team in the Central Division, 
played with a degree of confidence, waiting for the Canes to 
make mistakes and then hopping on them. The Canes were 
the ones frustrated, pressing. Witness Sebastian Aho 
momentarily losing his poise after high-sticking Sam Gagner 
in the third period, then heading to the penalty box. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour called it a “gross” 
performance by his team, and had plenty of blame for 
himself, saying he couldn’t come up with the right line 
combinations. That it such a dud of a game, on the night that 
captain Jordan Staal was honored for his 1,000th career 
game, hurt even more. 

“We just didn’t bring, it,” Brind’Amour said. “On this night 
that’s even more disappointing.” 

Can Jani Hakanbaa help in upcoming tough stretch? 

The Canes (27-10-4), who made minimal changes at the 
NHL trade deadline, need a quick re-set. There still are 15 
games left in the regular season and first place in the Central 
still in play. Carolina and Tampa Bay both have 58 points 
and the Canes have the top winning percentage after the 
Lightning (28-12-2) lost Tuesday. 

The Canes players has an off-day Tuesday before a 
Wednesday practice. Then comes a challenging perhaps 
telling stretch, starting with two home games against the 
Nashville Predators. Then it’s two at Tampa Bay, two at 
Florida and two more on the road against the Dallas Stars 
before they come back home.  

The Canes added a player who could help Monday, trading 
for defenseman Jani Hakanbaa while sending defenseman 
Haydn Fleury to Anaheim. He’s 6-foot-5 and 218 pounds and 
a right-shot D-man. He hits — a lot. 

“It’s something we needed, something we don’t have, 
obviously, as tonight was evidence of --a little more 
sandpaper on the back end,” Brind’Amour said after the 

game. “I think it will be a good opportunity for Haydn out 
there and I think we got a little better on the back side, which 
is what we needed.” 

Hakanbaa, who should play Thursday against Nashville, 
could give the Canes more of what they had in Joel 
Edmundson, who came in from the St. Louis Blues last 
season and brought some thump with his 6-4, 227-pound 
frame. Carolina traded the free-agent rights to Edmundson to 
Montreal in the offseason and he signed with the Canadiens. 

The goalie situation 

There’s also the matter of the Canes getting a handle on 
their goalie situation. They still have three. No trading one 
away. How do they make that work and how does the 
pecking order shake out with Petr Mrazek, Nedeljkovic and 
Reimer? 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said 
Monday that he had been open to listening to trade 
proposals that included a goalie leading up to the deadline. 
He said he talked it over with Brind’Amour. 

“We were all comfortable with having three goalies,” Waddell 
said. “Certainly there’s going to be guys who don’t play as 
much as others. But with the injuries, and Petr just came 
back and what we’ve gone through the last few years we just 
felt that we really needed these three goalies.  

“We had the roster space and the cap space so we weren’t 
put in a position where we felt we had to make a trade.” 

Mrazek, out much of the season after undergoing thumb 
surgery, figures to be the No. 1 goalie moving forward. But 
No. 2? Anyone’s guess. But someone likely will do a lot of 
watching games in the press box while working hard in 
practice and trying to be ready. 

“We’ll take it a day at a time and see who’s up next,” Reimer 
said Monday. 

When will Teuvo Teravainen return from COVID and 
concussion? 

Another question: when will forward Teuvo Teravainen be 
back? Will he be back? COVID and then a concussion have 
kept him off the ice all but 13 games, and games like the one 
Monday against the Red Wings only underscore how much 
he’s missed and needed. 

Waddell said Monday that Teravainen had shown 
improvement in the past week but could not say when he 
might return to practice and games. 

Were the two losses to the Red Wings a blip or the start of 
something more serious for the Canes? One answer will 
come Thursday against the Predators. 

Forward Nino Niederreiter said the Canes were outworked 
Monday. They were too cute, he said, too fancy.  
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“That backfires quickly,” he said. But how long will the backfire last? That’s the question now.

 

 

Canes Tweak Defense With 'Better Fit' on Trade Deadline Day 

Waddell: 'You look at fits. What works for your hockey club?' 

By Michael Smith 

A week before the trade deadline, Carolina Hurricanes 
President and General Manager Don Waddell was doing his 
due diligence, making calls and staying in touch with 
counterparts around the league so that if there was a deal to 
be made, his team would be in a position to move on it. 

The Canes weren't looking to make any sort of big splash, 
but that's not to say they wouldn't have listened to or at least 
kicked the tires on anything like the trio of trades they made 
last season. It just wasn't likely to be that type of day, and 
the Canes were fine with that. 

This time around, the team had a short shopping list and an 
honest desire to balance out their defensive depth. 

"We've been talking about getting a right-shot defenseman. 
I've been pretty open about it," Waddell said after wrapping 
deadline business on Monday afternoon. "We just felt that to 
complement what we have already, a stay-at-home, big guy 
who can play with one of our offensive guys made a lot of 
sense for us." 

So, that's what the Canes went out and got. 

In news that broke after the 3 p.m. deadline - with the 
amount of player movement that happens, logistics like 
paperwork and trade calls nearly always backlog business at 
the league office - the Canes acquired defenseman Jani 
Hakanpaa and a sixth-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft in 
exchange for defenseman Haydn Fleury. 

It's a fairly straightforward defenseman-for-defenseman 
swap, and the Canes get an extra dart to throw at their board 
of draft picks in 2022. Having kicked around 10-12 potential 
moves, Waddell said, this is the one the team settled on for 
Monday. 

What's the why behind the trade? 

It begins with fit and filling a specific role. 

"You look at fits. What works for your hockey club?" Waddell 
pondered. "We just think this is a better fit for us." 

Hakanpaa is a right shot, which balances out the defensive 
pairs with a lefty and righty in each. He's a big, physical 
defenseman; he's listed at 6-foot-5 and 218 pounds, and his 
168 hits ranks third among all NHL skaters this season. That 
skillset will also help balance out the Canes' defensive pairs, 
as Hakanpaa, a steady, stay-at-home type, can slot in next 

to a more offensive-minded blue liner like Jake Gardiner or 
Jake Bean. 

Just as filling a fourth-line role with Cedric Paquette instead 
of Ryan Dzingel made sense, so too does this move make 
sense. Fleury will see an elevated role on Anaheim's blue 
line, so it's a trade that should benefit both clubs. 

Hakanpaa should fit in with the team off the ice, as well. He 
played with Sebastian Aho in Finland in the 2015-16 season, 
and the Canes had previous conversations with Aho about 
Hakanpaa, when he signed with the Ducks as a free agent 
prior to the 2019-20 season. 

"Sebastian had nothing but good things to say about his 
character and what type of guy he was," Waddell said. "We 
felt very comfortable that he would come in and fit well with 
our team and culture we have here." 

The upcoming expansion draft also factored into decision-
making. Fleury, who the Canes selected seventh overall in 
the 2014 NHL Draft, was likely going to be left unprotected 
this summer, and he would have been an attractive target for 
the Seattle Kraken, especially given he was Ron Francis' first 
draft pick as the Canes general manager. 

There's the financial factor of the move, too. Taking 
Fleury's $1.3 million cap hit off the books for the 2021-22 
season frees up more valuable cap space that could be put 
toward contract extensions for Andrei Svechnikov and/or 
Dougie Hamilton, which the team plans to tackle in the 
offseason, or could be used to re-sign Hakanpaa, who is due 
to become an unrestricted free agent this summer. 

"There's no reason to talk about it right now. Let him come in 
and get settled. I think we have a good thing going here, and 
I think he'll find that out," Waddell said of Hakanpaa's longer-
term future. "I think it could potentially be a good fit that is 
something we could look at longer term." 

Hakanpaa is expected to be available to make his Canes 
debut on Thursday. The defenseman flew to Raleigh on 
Monday night, the same jet that was then set to take Fleury 
westward on Tuesday. Hakanpaa won't miss a day of 
COVID-19 testing, remaining in compliance with NHL 
protocols, which should allow him to practice with the Canes 
on Wednesday. 

Elsewhere in trade deadline decision-making, the Canes 
opted to hang on to goaltenders Petr Mrazek, James Reimer 
and Alex Nedeljkovic., all of whom are set to become free 
agents this summer. 
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"We're all comfortable having three goalies," Waddell said. 
"We had the roster space and cap space, so we weren't put 
in a position where we felt we had to make a trade." 

The Canes also elected not to make any changes to their 
forward group. The most important acquisition they could 
make there would be to get Teuvo Teravainen back into the 
lineup. Teravainen, who suffered a concussion on Feb. 19, 
has played just one game since. 

"It's been a little bit of a battle. I know this last week has 
been much better for him. He's been skating now and getting 

closer. We don't have a date yet," Waddell said. "The good 
thing is every day he seems to be showing improvements, 
and hopefully we get him back in the lineup soon." 

It wasn't an active trade deadline for the Canes, but it wasn't 
exactly expected to be either. They had a specific need in 
mind, and they crossed it off the list. Now the focus turns to 
the final 15 games of the season and the race for first place 
in the Central Division.

 

 

 

 
NHL Power Rankings: 1-31 poll, plus the hinge player for every team down the stretch 

By Emily Kaplan  

With the 2021 NHL trade deadline in the rearview mirror, we 
now have a much clearer picture of what the final month of 
the season will look like. For this week's power rankings, we 
identified the "hinge" player for every team down the stretch -
- as in, who could have the most outsized impact on the 
team in the last month? 

How we rank: The ESPN hockey editorial staff submits 
selections ranking teams 1 to 31 -- taking into account game 
results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those results 
are tabulated in the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to our Week 12 
edition, published on April 7. Points percentages are through 
the games of April 13. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: .738 
Next seven days: @ STL (Apr. 14); vs. LA (Apr. 16, 18); @ 
STL (Apr. 20) 

Colorado's trade deadline was all about making an already 
dangerous team even deeper. Even though some pressure 
is relieved with the additions of Jonas Johansson and Devan 
Dubnyk, there's still pressure for Philipp Grubauer to stay 
healthy and keep performing at this high level. 

2. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: .698 
Next seven days: vs. BUF (Apr. 15); @ PHI (Apr. 17); @ 
BOS (Apr. 18) 

The Capitals sent a lot to Detroit (Jakub Vrana, Richard 
Panik, a 2021 first-rounder, a 2022 second-rounder) for 
Anthony Mantha. He has a lot of qualities teams covet -- 
speed, size, strength, scoring touch -- but will he translate all 
of that to production in a new environment of mostly 
established veterans? 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: .707 
Next seven days: @ LA (Apr. 14); @ ANA (Apr. 16, 18); vs. 
SJ (Apr. 19) 

Mark Stone recently went on a 10-game stretch where he 
had zero goals and four points (other Golden Knights 
forwards were struggling too). That simply won't fly for a 
team with Stanley Cup aspirations. Stone broke out of his 
slump in a comeback win against the Kings on Monday. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: .698 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (Apr. 15); @ VAN (Apr. 17, 19) 

GM Kyle Dubas clearly sees the opportunity to win two 
playoff rounds against North opponents and emerge to the 
NHL's final four, which is why he was so active at the trade 
deadline. If Frederik Andersen remains out, can the trio of 
Jack Campbell, Michael Hutchinson and David Rittich take 
Toronto there? 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: .690 
Next seven days: vs. FLA (Apr. 15, 17); vs. CAR (Apr. 19, 
20) 

So GM Julien BriseBrois, after suggesting it would be very 
difficult for the Lightning to pull off anything at the trade 
deadline, found a way to make it work. Tampa Bay gave up a 
first-round pick for David Savard, who will be expected to 
play a huge role. He'll begin on the top pairing with Victor 
Hedman. 

6. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: .707 
Next seven days: vs. NSH (Apr. 15, 17); @ TB (Apr. 19, 20) 
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The Canes decided to largely stick with the group they have 
at the trade deadline. Carolina is still waiting on details about 
a Teuvo Teravainen return. The top-line winger (concussion) 
has been limited to 13 games, and could offer a huge boost. 

7. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: .690 
Next seven days: @ BOS (Apr. 15, 16); @ PHI (Apr. 18); vs. 
NYR (Apr. 20) 

The Islanders view their two new additions -- Kyle Palmieri 
and Travis Zajac -- as the key to finishing strong down the 
stretch, and getting over the playoff hump. You can't replace 
captain Anders Lee with one player, but maybe you can with 
two. 

8. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: .674 
Next seven days: @ TB (Apr. 15, 17); vs. CBJ (Apr. 19, 20) 

Nobody is suggesting that Brandon Montour is Aaron Ekblad. 
But the Panthers clearly wanted a replacement for their 25-
year-old top defenseman (out through at least the regular 
season after leg surgery). Montour, whose career stalled a 
bit after 123 games in Buffalo, is tasked with filling some of 
the void. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: .667 
Next seven days: vs. PHI (Apr. 15); @ BUF (Apr. 17, 18); vs. 
NJ (Apr. 20) 

It has been a frustrating season of injuries in Pittsburgh, 
mostly at center. "It's been unfortunate that we've been hit 
with it all at the same position at different parts of the 
season," coach Mike Sullivan told ESPN last week. Enter 
veteran Jeff Carter, who could provide an answer. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: .638 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (Apr. 14); vs. SJ (Apr. 16, 17); @ 
ARI (Apr. 19) 

The Wild stood pat on Monday, but hope they're getting their 
own deadline "addition" in Marcus Foligno, who returns after 
missing 15 games with a broken ankle. "It's great to have 
him back," GM Bill Guerin said. "It's like making a trade." 

11. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: .631 
Next seven days: @ OTT (Apr. 14); @ TOR (Apr. 15); vs. 
EDM (Apr. 17) 

The Jets didn't do too much at the deadline, not compared to 
the division-leading Maple Leafs. Winnipeg's biggest trade at 
the deadline was a depth defenseman, Jordie Benn. That 
means the burden is still falling on goalie Connor Hellebuyck 
to carry the back end. 

12. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: .619 
Next seven days: @ VAN (Apr. 16); @ WPG (Apr. 17); vs. 
MTL (Apr. 19) 

The Oilers opted not to add much at the deadline, other than 
Dmitry Kulikov as a depth defenseman. That's fine since GM 
Ken Holland wants to hold on to draft picks, but it means 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl are once against tasked 
with carrying this team. 

13. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: .625 
Next seven days: vs. NYI (Apr. 15, 16); vs. WSH (Apr. 18); 
@ BUF (Apr. 20) 

Bruins GM Don Sweeney made a splash by acquiring Taylor 
Hall to help the Bruins' offense. Even though Hall is taking on 
a lesser role than in Buffalo, there's a ton of pressure on him 
to produce -- especially if he wants to sign an extension in 
Boston. 

14. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: .557 
Next seven days: @ CAR (Apr. 15, 17); vs. CHI (Apr. 19) 

Predators GM David Poile didn't end up trading any players 
at the deadline after all, thanks to his team's recent 
resurgence into playoff position. Now the focus is on coach 
John Hynes, to see if they can exceed more expectations, 
which would mean less turnover this summer. 

15. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: .548 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (Apr. 15, 17); @ NJ (Apr. 18); @ 
NYI (Apr. 20) 

The Rangers view Vitali Kravtsov, the talented 2018 first-
rounder, as their own deadline "addition." Kravtsov is likely 
going to keep moving up the lineup, getting looks with Artemi 
Panarin and Mika Zibanejad, as he continues his NHL 
transition. 

16. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: .577 
Next seven days: vs. CGY (Apr. 14, 16); vs. OTT (Apr. 17); 
@ EDM (Apr. 19) 

Newcomer Tyler Toffoli continues to pace the team in goals, 
while Josh Anderson (also in his first season in Montreal) is 
right behind him. Jesperi Kotkaniemi has flashed brilliance 
this season, but needs to find a way to more consistently end 
up on the score sheet. 

17. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: .524 
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Next seven days: @ PIT (Apr. 15); vs. WSH (Apr. 17); vs. 
NYI (Apr. 18) 

The Flyers decided to re-sign Scott Laughton to a five-year 
extension instead of trading him. There was a lot of interest 
from competing teams who thought Laughton could be this 
year's Blake Coleman or Barclay Goodrow, but Philly wanted 
Laughton around, too, as it keeps playoff hopes flickering. 

18. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: .537 
Next seven days: vs. COL (Apr. 14); @ ARI (Apr. 17); vs. 
COL (Apr. 20) 

The Blues didn't do anything at the trade deadline. That 
means GM Doug Armstrong viewed a trio of pending free 
agents -- Tyler Bozak, Mike Hoffman and Jaden Schwartz -- 
as more valuable to the team's playoff hopes than draft picks 
would be for the future. 

19. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: .523 
Next seven days: @ DET (Apr. 15, 17); @ NSH (Apr. 19) 

Since the Blackhawks didn't end up trading Nikita Zadorov, it 
appears they'd like the defenseman to be part of their future. 
He'll have an interesting contract negotiation this summer. 
The physical blueliner is making $3.2 million in 2021, and will 
be a restricted free agent with arbitration rights. 

20. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: .500 
Next seven days: @ MIN (Apr. 14); vs. STL (Apr. 17); vs. 
MIN (Apr. 19) 

After some speculation and hoopla, the Coyotes didn't end 
up trading Conor Garland, their second-leading point scorer. 
He'll be expected to produce offense down the stretch. It's 
the last year of Garland earning under $1 million; he's due 
for a raise as a pending restricted free agent this summer. 

21. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: .512 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Apr. 15, 17); vs. DET (Apr. 19, 
20) 

Tyler Seguin has missed the entire season as he rehabs a 
hip surgery. He's getting closer to a return. The center will 
spend two weeks with the taxi squad before he's ready to 
join the lineup, GM Jim Nill said. The Stars could use scoring 
help as they make a late push for a playoff spot. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: .488 
Next seven days: vs. ANA (Apr. 14); @ MIN (Apr. 16, 17); @ 
VGS (Apr. 19) 

The Sharks traded Devan Dubnyk in part because they 
wanted to give their younger goalies a chance. But also 

because Martin Jones has turned things around. Can Jones 
keep up the pace and lead San Jose, surprisingly, to the 
playoffs? 

23. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: .473 
Next seven days: vs. EDM (Apr. 16); vs. TOR (Apr. 17, 19) 

The Canucks are hoping to just get back onto the ice after a 
COVID outbreak has kept them out of action since March 24. 
A lot of focus will be on Elias Pettersson, who has been 
injured, hasn't had his best season production-wise, and is 
up for a new contract this summer. 

24. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: .463 
Next seven days: vs. VGS (Apr. 14); @ COL (Apr. 16, 18); 
vs. ANA (Apr. 20) 

Another year, another emotional trade deadline for the Kings. 
They said goodbye to veteran Jeff Carter, a leftover from the 
Cup days. They were also happy to reach an agreement with 
Alex Iafallo on a new contract, knowing he'll continue to play 
a big role going forward. 

25. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: .464 
Next seven days: @ MTL (Apr. 14, 16); vs. OTT (Apr. 19) 

Calgary's big trade-deadline moves were trading away goalie 
David Rittich to Toronto and center Sam Bennett to Florida. 
There's a lot of pressure on Johnny Gaudreau down the 
stretch. He's on the Flames for now, but it seems 
increasingly likely he could get traded this summer, signifying 
the end of an era for this club. 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: .443 
Next seven days: @ DAL (Apr. 15, 17); @ FLA (Apr. 19, 20) 

It hasn't been the smoothest transition for Patrik Laine and 
the Blue Jackets, but the rest of the season is a chance to 
see if he should figure into Columbus' long-term plans. Our 
hunch says yes, especially after goals like this. 

27. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: .415 
Next seven days: @ NYR (Apr. 15, 17); vs. NYR (Apr. 18); 
@ PIT (Apr. 20) 

There has been a ton of turnover on the Devils' roster in the 
past two weeks, and New Jersey is left with a very young 
team; Andreas Johnsson is the oldest forward, at 26. These 
final weeks will be a critical period for Nico Hischier, the 
youngest captain in the league, as he is close to returning to 
the lineup. 
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28. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: .409 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (Apr. 15, 17); @ DAL (Apr. 19, 20) 

In a shocking deadline move, GM Steve Yzerman parted 
with one of his core players (Anthony Mantha) and got a 
huge return from the Capitals. Jakub Vrana is now a Red 
Wing, and becomes a restricted free agent this summer, so 
this is his time to prove he should be a core player going 
forward. 

29. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: .372 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (Apr. 14); @ MTL (Apr. 17); @ 
CGY (Apr. 19) 

After signing a four-year, $25 million contract with Ottawa in 
the offseason, Matt Murray has struggled. The 26-year-old 
had a .880 save percentage through 22 appearances, which 
forced the Senators to replace their goaltending coach last 
week 

30. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: .384 
Next seven days: @ SJ (Apr. 14); vs. VGS (Apr. 16, 18); @ 
LA (Apr. 20) 

Ryan Getzlaf has been on the Ducks since 2005-06. A few 
teams expressed interest in Anaheim's captain, but he and 
the Ducks decided it was worth it for him to stick around, 
even in a rebuilding year, with basically no shot at the 
playoffs. 

31. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: .321 
Next seven days: @ WSH (Apr. 15); vs. PIT (Apr. 17, 18); 
vs. BOS (Apr. 20) 

The dust has settled after the deadline, and now all eyes are 
on the potential return of Jack Eichel. Interim coach Don 
Granato has stressed they expect him back this season; can 
the captain help the team finish on a high note after a rough 
2021?
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NHL Power Rankings: Where things stand after NHL trade deadline 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings we will be 
taking a look at where things stand in the league after the 
NHL Trade Deadline on Monday. 

Try to look at it as a mixture of where teams are in the 
standings, how they are currently playing, and what their 
rosters look like after the additions and subtractions they’ve 
made. 

The Avalanche hold on to the top spot, with the defending 
Stanley Cup champion Lightning right behind them. 

Where does your team rank? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Colorado Avalanche. Already had what is arguably the 
best roster in the league. Carl Soderberg is a decent depth 
addition and Devan Dubnyk addresses the backup goalie 
situation. He may not be the player he was, but he is an 
upgrade over Hunter Miska and Jonas Johansson. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning. Creative work by Julien BriseBois to 
get David Savard at a quarter of his salary cap rate. Another 
strong deadline move for the second year in a row. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes. A mostly quiet deadline but the 
Hurricanes did not need much. An outstanding team playing 
at an extremely high level this season. 

4. Vegas Golden Knights. They did not make the big 
blockbuster move they have have been accustomed to 
making but Mattias Janmark can bring some offense to their 
bottom six. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs. Playing great hockey right now and 
they added some nice depth pieces in Nick Foligno and 
David Rittich. Not many weaknesses in that forward group 
with Foligno in the mix. 

6. Washington Capitals. They paid a steep price for Anthony 
Mantha but he is a perfect fit for the Capitals style of play. He 
is also signed long-term, meaning the trade should save 
them salary cap space over the next two years as Jakub 
Vrana was due for a significant raise this offseason. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins. Jeff Carter gives Mike Sullivan a lot 
of lineup flexibility and options to work with. He can play 
wing, he can be the third line center, and he did not cost 
them much of anything. 

8. New York Islanders. Kyle Palmieri is a great Anders Lee 
replacement. Maybe not the same type of player exactly, but 
a really good fit for the way the Islanders play. 

9. Florida Panthers. There is nothing wrong with adding 
Brandon Montour or Sam Bennett, but given the salary cap 
space and their success this season I would have liked to 
have seen them go for a bigger score. Still an excellent 
team. 

10. Boston Bruins. The expectations for Taylor Hall right now 
are as low as they have ever been, which explains the low 
price to acquiring him. I am expecting a big stretch run from 
him in a better situation. 

11. Minnesota Wild. Bill Guerin and the Wild are rolling with 
the roster they have. The good news is it is a pretty good 
roster. 

12. Winnipeg Jets. I am not sure Jordie Benn is enough of an 
upgrade to the defense to give them a chance against a 
team like Toronto in the playoffs. Or Connor McDavid. 

13. Nashville Predators. Their recent surge took them out of 
the sellers market, but it did not really put them into the buyer 
market, either. Erik Gudbranson keeps changing teams for a 
reason. 

14. Edmonton Oilers. Ken Holland’s comment about not 
being able to go all in every year just does not work for me. 
When you have Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl every 
year is an all in year. 

15. Montreal Canadiens. Erik Gustafsson and Jon Merril give 
them a lot of bodies on defense, but it is debatable as to how 
much better it makes them. Eric Staal will be the player that 
makes or breaks the deadline for them. Besides their biggest 
addition to the lineup could be Cole Caufield. 

16. St. Louis Blues. The Blues are banking on the idea that 
the roster they have can turn it around. Given their schedule 
that is going to be a challenge. If they do, they will have 
earned it. 

17. New York Rangers. Other than trading Brendan Lemieux 
the Rangers stayed quiet. That is okay though because 
trading him opened the roster spot for Vitali Kravtsov. 

18. Philadelphia Flyers. Scott Laughton is a nice player, but 
a five-year term for a third-liner is always risky. 

19. Dallas Stars. Injuries and COVID have played havoc on 
their season. Their biggest advantage for the stretch run is 
the games in hand. But they have to win. 
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20. Chicago Blackhawks. They had a decent trade deadline 
in terms of collecting assets and some future picks, but it is 
hard to say they are better in the short-term for a playoff 
push. 

21. Arizona Coyotes. They have the scheduling edge over 
St. Louis and San Jose in that playoff race. Can they take 
advantage of it? 

22. San Jose Sharks. I don’t know that trading Devan 
Dubnyk hurts their playoff chances, but they also did not 
really do anything to improve them. Smart move to buy an 
extra draft pick in the Mattias Janmark trade. 

23. Calgary Flames. Their trade deadline activity indicates 
they have thrown in the towel on this season. For good 
reason. 

24. Vancouver Canucks. Not much to judge here lately. The 
most important thing is everybody being healthy. The trade 
deadline activity does not really impact the short-term or 
long-term outlook. The Tanner Pearson re-signing, though, is 
a curious move. 

25. Los Angeles Kings. They could get hit pretty hard on cap 
recapture penalties if Jeff Carter retires after this season, but 

they have cap space to work with and picked up a couple of 
future assets. Re-signing Alex Iafallo is a nice move as he 
should fit in with their short-term future. 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets. Getting two first-round picks for 
Nick Foligno and David Savard is great asset management. 
That is promising for the future. The remaining roster for this 
season is significantly weaker. 

27. Detroit Red Wings. If they were going to trade Anthony 
Mantha, they managed to get a great return for him. 

28. New Jersey Devils. They lost a lot from this current roster 
but Jack Hughes looks more and more like a star every 
game. So they have that going for them. 

29. Ottawa Senators. The only thing that matters here is just 
continuing to see the young players develop. 

30. Anaheim Ducks. They still seem to be stuck in that no-
man’s land of needing to rebuild without fully committing to it. 

31. Buffalo Sabres. They have played a lot better since the 
coaching change, but this is still a team that is way too far 
away from seriously contending. 

 

 

 

 

Wolves bounce back after two straight losses 

The Chicago Wolves lost two straight games for just the 
second time this season. 

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 15-4-0-1 (31 points; 1st in Central Division; 1st in 
AHL) 

Goals/Game: 4.29 

Goals Against/Game: 2.70 

Shots/Game: 31.75 

Shots Against/Game: 32.38 

Power Play % (Rank): 24.7% (5th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 81.3% (13th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Tanner Jeannot (21) 

Most Goals: Tanner Jeannot (10) 

Most Assists: Tommy Novak (13) 

Next Game: Thursday, April 15 at Grand Rapids 

(stats as of April 12, 2021)  

Injuries to a series of players on the Nashville Predators saw 
some of the Wolves’ most notable players leave the roster 
this week. Most notably, Tanner Jeannot, whose mixture of 
feisty attitude and goal-scoring has been crucial for the 
Wolves, was unavailable for the Iowa road trip as he was en 
route to the Predators.  

Unsurprisingly, the Wolves struggled with some important 
players out of the lineup, resulting in losses in two of three 
games. Their losses to Rockford and Iowa marked the first 
time the Wolves lost consecutive games since a pair of back-
to-back losses on March 5 and 6 to Cleveland. That was also 
the last time the Wolves lost a game, until Rockford ended 
their six-game winning streak last Wednesday. 

The losses to Rockford and Iowa also meant some sweet 
revenge for the victors: Rockford had been winless in their 
six previous games against the Wolves, and Iowa had 
already registered four losses to Chicago, including a 10-2 
drubbing by the Wolves. 

Although the ship was righted by a Wolves overtime win on 
Saturday, there are some issues that coach Ryan Warsofsky 
is sure to work on with his players in their next game. The 
power play took a concerning turn over the last week, with 
the Wolves capitalizing on just two of 14 opportunities. The 
penalty kill stood strong, but they also had plenty of time to 
practice: in two games against Iowa, the Wolves took 14 
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penalties. Additionally, opponents had far too easy of a time 
getting into the offensive zone against Chicago. Odd man 
rushes and breakaways were more common than usual over 
the last several games as defensive lapses continued to cost 
the team.  

Game 18: Rockford 4, Chicago 3 

Recently returned from his stint on the Carolina Hurricanes’ 
taxi squad, goaltender Beck Warm was given a rough 
welcome back. In his first AHL start since March 13, Warm 
surrendered four goals on 17 shots. Granted, three of those 
goals came from the stick of former Wolves forward Brandon 
Pirri, who has always been an effective scorer at the AHL 
level. Pirri has spent most of his season on the Chicago 
Blackhawks’ taxi squad, but showed no signs of rust in his 
dominant performance against the Wolves.  

While the Wolves’ earlier miscues and their defensive 
struggles were ultimately too much to overcome, the team 
did fight back hard in this game. They registered 12 shots 
and two goals, from Jeannot and Dominik Bokk, in the third 
period. Bokk’s goal came off an excellent pass from Phil 
Tomasino. As Bokk has grown more comfortable with the 
AHL game, he’s also been shooting the puck more: his 43 
shots on goal for the season are second on the team. 

Scoring: Phil Tomasino, 1 G 2 A; Tanner Jeannot, 1 G 1 A; 
Dominik Bokk, 1 G; Patrick Harper, 1 A; David Warsofsky, 1 
A 

In Net: Beck Warm, 0.765 Sv %, saved 13 of 17 

Game 19: Iowa 4, Chicago 1 

The Wolves’ struggles continued as they went on the road to 
Iowa, a team which they’ve not only been dominant against 
this season, but for the entirety of the Iowa Wild’s existence. 
The Wolves have a 46-15-5-2 record in all games played 
against the Wild.  

This game saw the return of Wild goalie Dereck Baribeau, 
who had been out of the lineup since February as he spent 
time on the Minnesota Wild’s taxi squad. The Wolves got off 
to a strong start, putting 11 shots on the netminder in the first 
period, to no avail. Instead, the Wild came out of the first 
period with a 3-0 lead which proved to be insurmountable.  

The Wolves also saw a new face in net: Predators prospect 
Connor Ingram played his first game of the season in North 

America after spending time on the Predators’ taxi squad. 
Ingram, who is the sixth goaltender to play for the Wolves 
this season, became steadier in net as the game went on, 
but he was under siege during the first two periods, facing 27 
total shots — two more than the Wolves registered through 
the entire game.  

Hurricanes prospect continued his strong run of play by 
scoring the Wolves’ lone goal. While Cotton doesn’t always 
show up on the scoresheet, he has put up 11 points in 15 
total games and plays the type of game that could translate 
to at least a bottom-six type role in the NHL in the future. His 
style isn’t flashy but he’s a hard worker and could be an 
intriguing depth scorer for the Hurricanes in the future.  

Scoring: David Cotton, 1 G; Joakim Ryan, 1 A; Phil 
Tomasino, 1 A 

In Net: Connor Ingram, 0.889 Sv %, saved 32 of 36 

Game 20: Chicago 5, Iowa 4 (OT) 

The Wolves finally righted the ship on Saturday, but it wasn’t 
an easy road. Both the Wolves and Wild put up more than 30 
shots each — Chicago with 36 and Iowa with 39 — en route 
to an overtime win which saw the Wolves come back from a 
2-0 deficit, score four straight to take the lead, only to give up 
two goals in the final two minutes of regulation.  

Any hopes of a decent flow to this game were dashed by the 
combined 72 penalty minutes from the teams. Three power 
play goals (two for Iowa, one for Chicago) and one 
shorthanded goal (for Chicago) helped drive the score up, as 
well. The Wolves’ shorthanded goal, scored by Sheldon 
Rempal, was the team’s fifth of the season, placing them 
second in the league.  

Dominik Bokk scored his seventh of the season, briefly 
giving the Wolves the lead at the start of the third period. 
Jamieson Rees showed up in multiple spots on the score 
sheet, registering two assists, including on the overtime 
game winner, and 12 penalty minutes, having received a 10-
minute misconduct penalty in the first period for continuing 
an altercation. 

Scoring: Dominik Bokk, 1 G 1 A; Anthony Richard, 1 G; Sean 
Malone, 1 G; Sheldon Rempal, 1 G; Phil Tomasino, 1 G; 
Frederic Allard, 3 A; Jamieson Rees, 2 A; Joakim Ryan, 1 A 

In Net: Antoine Bibeau, 0.897 Sv %, saved 35 of 39
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Breaking Down the Haydn Fleury for Jani Hakanpää Trade: Hurricanes Fill a Need, Give 
Fleury a Fresh Start 

The Hurricanes got what they were looking for at the trade 
deadline in big Finnish blueliner Jani Hakanpää. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes wouldn’t be denied their highly-
coveted right-handed defenseman on trade deadline day, 
even if it wasn’t a big name that many had expected. 

It wasn’t Josh Manson. It wasn’t Colin Miller. It wasn’t David 
Savard. 

It was Jani Hakanpää. 

Now, if you’re a normal person, you probably had some 
variation of this reaction... 

It only takes a little digging to find out what the Hurricanes 
saw in the big Finnish blueliner, though, and today we will 
break it down and figure out why the Canes made the move. 

Why Haydn Fleury was Expendable 

For years, we’ve talked about how deep Carolina’s blue line 
is and how Haydn Fleury was always the odd-man-out. 

That changed somewhat this season as the now 24-year-old 
defenseman saw himself get steady playing time, albeit in a 
limited number of minutes, but still, he played every night 
and got third-pairing ice time. 

When you’re in the position that Fleury was in, you have to 
take those minutes and prove that you deserve more, and 
the unfortunate reality was that he didn’t give the club much 
of a reason to give him elevated minutes. 

Let’s use Jake Bean as an example. He came in and got the 
same small minutes that Fleury got, but he quickly showed 
that he has the tools to be more than a 12-minute 
defenseman. In addition to playing on the second power-play 
unit, he took penalty kill minutes away from Fleury and has 
quickly adjusted and become serviceable in that role. 

In all likelihood, Carolina’s new acquisition will take up some 
of that PK time, but the point remains that Bean showed 
more difference-making facets in his game than Fleury did 
this season. 

The difference between Bean and Fleury is that Bean has 
something that he is obviously good at. He can move the 
puck and generate offense (plus, he has more youth and 
team control on his side). What is the one thing that Fleury 
does better than most other players? He can skate well, but 
does that actually matter if you’re not using that skating 
ability to make difference-making plays at either end of the 
ice? He has a big frame, but the constant knock on him is 
that he hasn’t used it to his advantage at the NHL level. He 
just doesn’t have that one thing about him that makes him 
untouchable, especially as a bottom-pairing defenseman. 

The guy they traded for on Monday has that one thing that 
separates him from other players. Hakanpää’s physicality 
stands out, and the thing that stands out in his game 
happens to be what the Hurricanes need. 

Fleury now gets the opportunity to hit the reset button and 
get a good deal more ice time in Anaheim. It’s a great 
opportunity for him, and while it would have been great had 
he figured it out in Carolina, it just didn’t happen. 

It was time to move on for both parties. 

It also takes an option off of the table for Ron Francis and the 
Seattle Kraken when the expansion draft rolls around, so 
there’s some value in that they didn’t lose him for nothing. 
They got a pending UFA who fits what they want from a guy 
in his role. And they got a late draft pick, just for kicks.  

Waddell suggested that the expansion draft played a role in 
the move, but it wasn’t anywhere close to a deciding factor. 
Mainly, they just liked the player they were getting and paid a 
price that they were comfortable paying. 

As for Fleury’s tenure with the Hurricanes... we’ll always 
have his performance in the bubble. And no one can say a 
bad word about how he carried himself as a pro. He showed 
up, he worked hard and he treated everyone with respect. 

Anaheim gets a good person with something to prove. I’m 
not counting him out yet. 

What Jani Hakanpää Brings 

Don Waddell and company set out to acquire a right-handed 
defender who can play shutdown defense, play the body, 
and be relied upon to hold his own against tougher 
opponents. 

Mission accomplished. 

The club opted to shy away from the bigger names on the 
market that would have cost a greater quality and quantity of 
assets, instead going for a lesser-known player who brings a 
lot of those same abilities.  

This was the right call. They didn’t need to go out and spend 
a first-round pick to get a guy to round out their top-six on the 
back end. At the 2020 trade deadline, they overpaid for a 
defenseman who I’m still not sure they really needed, but 
they avoided making a similar mistake this time around. 

Hakanpää isn’t a household name, but he certainly isn’t an 
inexperienced young player. He turned 29 two weeks ago 
and was drafted by the St. Louis Blues 11 years ago. He 
didn’t break into the league on a full-time basis until this 
season, but he has 298 games of Liiga experience to his 
name to go with 179 AHL games, most of which came in the 
Blues’ organization from 2013 to 2015. 

He was a fairly productive player for the Liiga’s Kärpät, a 
team run by Hari Aho, where he was once a teammate of 
Sebastian Aho. A lot of his production came by way of a spot 
on the power play, where he was used as a net-front guy (he 
is 6’5”, 218 pounds), similar to how the Boston Bruins once 
utilized Zdeno Chara’s massive stature as a disruptor for 
opposing goalies. 

Of course, he won’t have that role in Carolina and won’t be 
expected to produce offense. His responsibilities are very 
clear. He will be the anchor to an offensive defenseman on 
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the team’s third pairing - likely a rotating door of Jake Bean 
and Jake Gardiner. 

“Jani is a big, physical defenseman,” said Waddell in the 
Hurricanes press release on Monday. ”As a right-shot, he will 
be an ideal partner for an offensive-minded, left-handed 
blueliner.” 

That’s the role that Hakanpää served in Anaheim this 
season, playing alongside Cam Fowler and forming the 
Ducks’ most productive 5-on-5 defensive pairing as the duo 
was on the ice for 23 goals for and was a positive in 
expected goal share at 50.23% on a team with a league-
worst 45.61 expected goal share at 5-on-5. 

His heat maps tell you all you need to know about him. He is 
a shutdown defenseman in every sense of the word, even if 
it means his team won’t generate any offense either. 

The Hurricanes will hope that surrounding him with a Stanley 
Cup-competing roster will help him round out his game a little 
better, but even if he remains a one-dimensional player, he 
should be a good fit next to Bean and Gardiner on the third 
pairing and let them do what they do best. 

He excels is in laying the body. He has the third-most hits in 
the NHL this season with 168. Jordan Staal leads the club in 
hits among players who started the season in Carolina with 
91. Cedric Paquette has 112 hits split between his time with 

the Hurricanes and the Ottawa Senators. Hakanpää isn’t that 
much bigger than Fleury, but he uses his body to his 
advantage. 

He also blocks shots. His 65 blocked shots rank 33rd-most in 
the NHL and is one more than Jaccob Slavin’s 64, which 
leads the Hurricanes. 

Hakanpää brings a number of things that the Canes felt like 
they needed, and it makes sense that this was the guy they 
wanted to go with. He is a rental, technically, as he is 
scheduled to be an unrestricted free agent this offseason. 
Waddell told the media that they don’t necessarily view him 
as a rental, though. If things work out, he’s a guy they’d like 
to keep around. His price tag would be pretty negligible, 
though he could get a raise from his current $750k salary if 
he does stick around. 

Like most teams in the league, the Hurricanes had a quiet 
deadline day (this year’s trade deadline featured half as 
many trade as the 2020 deadline), but while they didn’t make 
a huge splash, they did address a need and they decided to 
not tinker too much with a top-of-the-standings roster. 

Was that the right decision? Only time will tell, but the 
Hurricanes feel good about where they are right now. 

Now, if only they could find a way to beat the bottom-dwelling 
Detroit Red Wings... 

  

 

 

 

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article250624984.html 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-tweak-defense-with-better-fit-on-trade-deadline-day/c-323612544 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/31250474/nhl-power-rankings-1-31-poll-plus-hinge-player-every-team-stretch 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/04/13/nhl-power-rankings-where-things-stand-after-nhl-trade-deadline/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/13/22381822/ahl-chicago-wolves-bounce-back-after-two-straight-losses-dominik-bokk-beck-warm 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/13/22380795/breaking-down-the-haydn-fleury-for-jani-hakanpaa-trade-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-deadline-

rumors 
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1186910 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

The Canes made few trades before deadline — then fell apart against 
last-place Detroit 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Those wondering how the Carolina Hurricanes lost twice to the Detroit 
Red Wings in three days should take an eyeball test. 

Find a replay of the Canes’ game against the Florida Panthers from last 
Thursday. Watch how aggressively the Canes forechecked. Watch them 
win the race for pucks, win board battles, the body checks and hits. 
Watch how they not only competed but competed with a purpose in a 3-0 
win with goalie Alex Nedeljkovic getting the shutout. 

Then watch a replay of Monday’s game against the Red Wings. Watch 
the Canes fanning on passes, flailing about on the power play in slow 
motion, puck-watching, relying too much on goalie James Reimer to bail 
them out, which he often did in a putrid 3-1 loss. 

The Red Wings, the last-place team in the Central Division, played with a 
degree of confidence, waiting for the Canes to make mistakes and then 
hopping on them. The Canes were the ones frustrated, pressing. Witness 
Sebastian Aho momentarily losing his poise after high-sticking Sam 
Gagner in the third period, then heading to the penalty box. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour called it a “gross” performance by his 
team, and had plenty of blame for himself, saying he couldn’t come up 
with the right line combinations. That it such a dud of a game, on the 
night that captain Jordan Staal was honored for his 1,000th career game, 
hurt even more. 

“We just didn’t bring, it,” Brind’Amour said. “On this night that’s even 
more disappointing.” 

CAN JANI HAKANBAA HELP IN UPCOMING TOUGH STRETCH? 

The Canes (27-10-4), who made minimal changes at the NHL trade 
deadline, need a quick re-set. There still are 15 games left in the regular 
season and first place in the Central still in play. Carolina and Tampa Bay 
both have 58 points through 41 games, although the Lightning (28-11-2) 
is first with more regulation wins. 

The Canes players have an off-day Tuesday, then practice Wednesday. 
Then comes a challenging perhaps telling stretch, starting with two home 
games against the Nashville Predators. Then it’s two at Tampa Bay, two 
at Florida and two more on the road against the Dallas Stars before they 
come back home. 

The Canes added a player who could help Monday, trading for 
defenseman Jani Hakanbaa while sending defenseman Haydn Fleury to 
Anaheim. He’s 6-foot-5 and 218 pounds and a right-shot D-man. He hits 
— a lot. 

“It’s something we needed, something we don’t have, obviously, as 
tonight was evidence of --a little more sandpaper on the back end,” 
Brind’Amour said after the game. “I think it will be a good opportunity for 

Haydn out there and I think we got a little better on the back side, which 
is what we needed.” 

Hakanbaa, who should play Thursday against Nashville, could give the 
Canes more of what they had in Joel Edmundson, who came in from the 
St. Louis Blues last season and brought some thump with his 6-4, 227-
pound frame. Carolina traded the free-agent rights to Edmundson to 
Montreal in the offseason and he signed with the Canadiens. 

THE GOALIE SITUATION 

There’s also the matter of the Canes getting a handle on their goalie 
situation. They still have three. No trading one away. How do they make 
that work and how does the pecking order shake out with Petr Mrazek, 
Nedeljkovic and Reimer? 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said Monday that he 
had been open to listening to trade proposals that included a goalie 
leading up to the deadline. He said he talked it over with Brind’Amour. 

“We were all comfortable with having three goalies,” Waddell said. 
“Certainly there’s going to be guys who don’t play as much as others. But 
with the injuries, and Petr just came back and what we’ve gone through 
the last few years we just felt that we really needed these three goalies. 

“We had the roster space and the cap space so we weren’t put in a 
position where we felt we had to make a trade.” 

Mrazek, out much of the season after undergoing thumb surgery, figures 
to be the No. 1 goalie moving forward. But No. 2? Anyone’s guess. But 
someone likely will do a lot of watching games in the press box while 
working hard in practice and trying to be ready. 

“We’ll take it a day at a time and see who’s up next,” Reimer said 
Monday. 

WHEN WILL TEUVO TERAVAINEN RETURN FROM COVID AND 
CONCUSSION? 

Another question: when will forward Teuvo Teravainen be back? Will he 
be back? COVID and then a concussion have kept him off the ice all but 
13 games, and games like the one Monday against the Red Wings only 
underscore how much he’s missed and needed. 

Waddell said Monday that Teravainen had shown improvement in the 
past week but could not say when he might return to practice and games. 

Were the two losses to the Red Wings a blip or the start of something 
more serious for the Canes? One answer will come Thursday against the 
Predators. 

Forward Nino Niederreiter said the Canes were outworked Monday. They 
were too cute, he said, too fancy. 

“That backfires quickly,” he said. 

But how long will the backfire last? That’s the question now. 

News Observer LOADED: 04.14.2021 
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Nashville Predators dismantle first-place Tampa Bay Lightning 7-2, earn 
crucial division win 

 

Will Backus 

 

The Nashville Predators beat the Tampa Bay Lightning 7-2 on Tuesday 
night in Bridgestone Arena.  

This is Nashville's 13th win in the last 16 games, and second in a row. 
The Lightning are tied for first in the Central Division with the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

The Predators have struggled against the top three teams in the Central 
— Lightning, Hurricanes and Panthers — and they had lost six of their 
first seven games against Tampa Bay. 

Nashville currently has the fourth and final playoff spot in the Central, 
four points ahead of Chicago. 

Viktor Arvidsson scored two goals — one in the first period and one in 
the third — to pace Nashville, which scored three times in the final period 
to put the game away.  

Goalie Juuse Saros had 21 saves. 

Tennessean LOADED: 04.14.2021 
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Lightning fall behind Predators early in lopsided loss 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Earlier today 

Updated 5 hours ago 

 

The Lightning were handed their worst loss of the season Tuesday in 
Nashville, falling behind by three goals early in a 7-2 loss, and they only 
had themselves to blame. 

With captain Steven Stamkos out, trade acquisition David Savard playing 
his first game and fourth-liner Mitchell Stephens playing for the first time 
since January, there were some players in different spots. But that was 
little excuse for the sloppiness the Lightning showed through the neutral 
zone early. 

Veteran defenseman Ryan McDonagh put it bluntly, calling Tuesday’s 
game one of the worst performances he’s seen from this group. 

“If we want to get to where we want to be, we’ve got to put in the work 
here and get back to playing in sync, and at least starting with good 
effort, or halfway-decent effort,” McDonagh said. “That was not even 
close.” 

The five-goal margin of defeat was the largest for Tampa Bay this 
season. The seven goals allowed also were a season high. 

While the loss was certainly a gut punch, it wasn’t totally unanticipated. 
The Lightning are no longer the team that steamrolled through the first 
two months of the season. They have lost six of their last 10 games. 
Tuesday’s loss was their second by four goals or more in the past five 
games. And they’ve scored two goals or fewer in five of their last eight. 

“You want to talk about getting kicked down,” McDonagh said. “There 
was signs of it in (the last series in) Columbus, and we got kicked pretty 
far down (Tuesday). I don’t really like to sit here and talk negatively about 

our team, or anything in general, but we know that was not anything 
close to where it needs to be in all areas.” 

The loss came after the Lightning (28-12-2) had two days off between 
games — a rarity this season — and should have been energized by the 
acquisition of Savard. 

The Predators (24-19-1), winners of 13 of their last 16, were playing their 
third game in four days at home. 

The Lightning gifted the Predators five rushes in the first period, and 
Nashville scored on three of them. Trying to push the puck forward into 
the offensive zone, Tampa Bay too often turned the puck over in the 
neutral zone and found itself chasing odd-man rushes. 

On two of Nashville’s first-period goals, Savard found himself defending 
two-on-one on his own, hardly the welcome the Lightning anticipated for 
their new teammate. Backup goaltender Curtis McElhinney, making his 
first start in two weeks, allowed three goals on seven shots in the first 
period, but he was hardly to blame. 

“It was a tough one to watch, and not in the sense that it’s a tough score 
and we gave Mac zero help,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “But it 
was like the chances we gave up. Nashville would go 12 minutes without 
a shot on goal and then we’d give them a 10-bell two-on-one and they 
buried it. That was the frustrating part, and we’re better than that and we 
know we’re better than that. I consider this one a one-off, but it’s 
unfortunate the way it played out.” 

McElhinney was screened by defenseman Erik Cernak on Nashville’s 
first goal, as Colton Sissons rocketed a wrist shot from the left dot 6:38 
into the game. Less than two minutes later, Nashville defenseman 
Roman Josi kept the puck on a two-on-one rush and scored on a wrister 
from the right circle. 

As the Predators scored their first two goals, the Lightning went through 
a stretch of 7:24 without a shot on net. 

The Predators’ third score came on another two-on-one, with Viktor 
Arvidsson scoring off a feed from Ryan Johanson with 6:10 left in the 
period. 

The Lightning were lucky they weren’t trailing by more at the first 
intermission. Forward Mathieu Joseph, elevated to the second forward 
line with Stamkos out, committed two first-period turnovers that led to 
Nashville rushes. 

Tampa Bay isn’t the best of comeback teams, just 6-6-1 when trailing 
after one period. It scored a power-play goal early in the second — 
Brayden Point’s team-high 18th goal of the season — and held the 
Predators to five shots in the period, but Nashville responded with a goal 
from Rocco Grimaldi before the end of the second. 

In the third, Josi made a pinpoint pass to Arvidsson as he snuck behind 
Victor Hedman for a breakaway, and Arvidsson scored his second goal 
of the night with 10:01 left. Yanni Gourde responded with a putback of his 
own shot with 8:32 remaining. Nashville scored two more goals, including 
Tanner Jeannot’s first NHL goal with just over 5 minutes left to play. 
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After spending his entire 10-year NHL career with one team, new 
Lightning defenseman David Savard is going to take more than a couple 
of days to get used to his new surroundings. 

Savard, acquired from the Columbus Blue Jackets Saturday in a three-
team trade, began learning a new system and a new group of teammates 
in his first Lightning practice Monday before making his Tampa Bay 
debut Tuesday against the Predators in Nashville. 

“It was a little weird walking in,” Savard said. “It felt like it was my first 
year again or something. You just try to see everybody and say hi, but 
they have a great group of guys here. I knew a few guys already, so they 
made it really easy on me.” 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper said it’s important to not overload Savard 
with too much as he gets adjusted. Even though he spent his entire 
career with the Blue Jackets, Savard is a veteran, Cooper said, so he 
could adapt quickly. 

“The big thing is to clear the mind and tell him there’s no way they’re 
going to know everything in one day,” Cooper said. “Even when you talk 
about systems and you think our system is much different from 
Columbus, but a lot of it’s the same. So we’re not worried in that regard.” 

Savard’s debut in the Lightning’s 7-2 loss to the Predators Tuesday in 
Nashville was a rough one. He was left on his own defending a pair of 
two-on-one breaks that led to Predators goals in the first period, then 
another later in the game. 

It might take some time for Savard to get adjusted to playing with Victor 
Hedman, who has much more freedom to roam than most defensemen, 
and that was clear in Tuesday’s debut. Savard finished minus-4. 

“Victor is a 200-foot defenseman, and he helps create a lot of offense for 
us,” Cooper said. “To have somebody back there that’s reliable can be a 
good complement. It doesn’t always work that way, but we have to start 
him somewhere. So, for us, it seems like a pretty logical place to put him 
and see what happens.” 

While with Columbus, Savard played numerous times against Hedman, 
who leads the Lightning with 37 points in 41 games. He’s looking forward 
to working with the former Norris Trophy winner. 

“He’s an elite defenseman in the league,” Savard said Monday. “It was 
fun to be practicing with him, and the way he skates, the way he moves 
the puck and everything, he’s dominant out there. I’m sure he’s going to 
make my life really easy.” 

Meanwhile, younger defenseman like Mikhail Sergachev are looking 
forward to learning from Savard, who ranks fifth in the league in blocked 
shots (89). 

“It’s huge,” Sergachev said. “You watch him play, he’s very smart, too. 
He’s always in a great position. He blocks shots. He shuts down players 
that are very hard to shut down, so I’m very happy and I feel like I can 
learn a lot from him.” 
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Where do Lightning go from here after ‘absolute embarrassment’ in 
Nashville? 

 

By Joe Smith  

Apr 13, 2021 

 

Nearly 30 minutes passed between the time Ryan McDonagh and coach 
Jon Cooper held court after the Lightning’s 7-2 loss to the Nashville 
Predators on Tuesday night. 

They might as well be in two different worlds. 

Here was McDonagh emerging from a quiet dressing room, still sweating 
from the loss in a T-shirt and backward cap. The typically measured 
former Rangers captain was still stewing, too, folding his arms and 
shaking his head at times during answers. I barely finished my first 
question when he delivered the knockout blow. 

“There was only one team playing tonight,” McDonagh said. “That was 
one of the worst performances I’ve seen in a Lightning uniform in our 
group. … 

“Tonight was an absolute embarrassment.” 

McDonagh mentioned there’d likely be a team meeting at the hotel later 
where they’d hash it out, but it seems like they didn’t wait to leave the 
building. Usually, two Lightning players appear on postgame Zoom calls 
with the media, then Cooper. But this time it was just McDonagh, then a 
long wait for Cooper, the former lawyer, who tried to put a positive spin 
on this seemingly dispiriting loss. 

It was a savvy move by a veteran coach. There was no need for Cooper 
to pour gasoline on the fire and publicly rip his team. McDonagh had 
already done that. Cooper talked about this blowout loss being a “one-
off,” and while it was “tough to watch,” they had some unlucky breaks. He 
felt the strong words from McDonagh were the result of the “bitter 
disappointment” players felt for backup goaltender Curtis McElhinney, 
who had been “left out to dry.” The league’s longest-tenured coach, when 
asked how the team moves on from this, told a reporter to find a book in 
his office and turn a page. 

“That’s how you do it,” Cooper said. 

In reality, what matters most is what was said behind closed doors in 
Nashville, Tenn. And, more important, it’s how the defending Cup 
champions respond Thursday when they open a grueling four games in 
six-night stretch against the other top two teams in the Central Division 
— Florida and Carolina. 

It’s gut-check time for a proud group that has lost six of their past 10 and 
has a month to peak for the playoffs. 

“We’ve got to understand that we’ve got a lot of work to do if we want to 
give ourselves a chance to make anything special out of this year,” 
McDonagh said. “Not to say I don’t have a lot of belief in this group — 
there’s no question what we’re capable of — but tonight it’s tough to sit 
up here. I don’t need to say too much. … 

“Yeah, we’re missing two big pieces, but this is our group and this is the 
group that’s going to take us. It’s up to us now. There’s no more additions 
going to be made, no more moves to be made. It’s up to this group to find 
its identity back and understand what made us successful last year.” 

Speaking of new additions, you feel bad for defenseman David Savard, 
the big piece brought in by general manager Julien BriseBois over the 
weekend (giving up three draft picks). Savard, thrilled to be joining a 
potential Cup run, was put alongside Norris Trophy-winning defenseman 
Victor Hedman in his Tampa Bay debut. On paper, they were a perfect 
pairing. 

On Tuesday, Savard was minus-4. Hedman minus-3. 

It’s not like this is all on Savard, who found himself the only Lightning 
player standing between two-on-ones on several occasions, including 
two of the Predators’ first three goals. 

But whom the Lightning really feel for is McElhinney, who has unfairly 
become the punching bag of the fan base. No, the 37-year-old isn’t 
Andrei Vasilevskiy, the best goalie in the world and league MVP 
candidate. No, McElhinney hasn’t had a particularly good season, though 
his numbers have been knocked sideways on nights like Tuesday. 
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McElhinney has allowed 31 goals in nine starts this season. Eighteen 
have come in three games. It seems easier for fans to blame the goalie, 
who has made nine starts all season, than the 18 guys playing in front of 
him. 

The Lightning gave up five odd-man rush chances in the first period. 
They allow 5.23 per game, which ranks 25th in the league, according to 
SportLogiq; The Avs, for example, are first in the NHL with 3.06 per 
game. It’s the one area, other than penalties, that the team has struggled 
with for a good portion of the season. 

“I don’t care who is in net — ever,” Cooper said. “You can bring back 
Dominik Hasek or Marty Brodeur or Patrick Roy, nobody is stopping the 
chances we gave up tonight.” 

Usually, Vasilevskiy can be the Lightning’s eraser. He can mask any 
defensive issues as a spectacular security blanket, with his 18.7 goals 
saved above expectation the best in the league, four goals higher than 
the next best, according to Evolving-Hockey. It’s why I think Vasilevskiy 
should receive Hart Trophy consideration. 

The Lightning are also still without a Hart Trophy winner in Nikita 
Kucherov, who started practicing (albeit in a red non-contact jersey) but 
won’t be back until the playoffs. Captain Steven Stamkos (undisclosed 
injury) missed the game and is expected to be out Thursday, too, with the 
team hopeful he’ll return soon after that. 

And Hedman is going through a rare rough patch. Cooper often says, “As 
Heddy goes, we go,” so it’s not a coincidence that Tampa Bay has lost 
six of its past 10 when Hedman is minus-10 in his past eight games. It’s 
rare you see Hedman in the “bad” bracket of Evolving-Hockey’s expected 
goals chart, but there he was Tuesday, on the ice for four of Nashville’s 
goals. 

On Nashville’s second goal, Hedman was caught beyond mid-ice on 
what he likely thought would be a four-on-two rush for the Lightning. But 
Barclay Goodrow lost control of the puck along the left side, and the 
Predators turned it into a two-on-one the other way. “How often does that 
happen?” Cooper said. “He didn’t mean to do that.” On the Predators’ 
third goal, Hedman tried to pinch in the offensive zone and the puck got 
past him. Another two-on-one. On Rocco Grimaldi’s goal midway through 
the second, the puck took a bounce off Hedman along the boards in the 
defensive zone and got past him, leading to a scramble in front. And 
Viktor Arvidsson somehow got behind Hedman for a clear breakaway. 

The top pair with Hedman and Savard? Tough first game with 37.50 
Corsi For Percentage, getting outshot 7-3 and outscored 3-0, per 
NaturalStatTrick. That doesn’t mean the two won’t eventually work as 
partners — it’s only one game — but it reflected the kind of night Tampa 
Bay had. “It doesn’t happen all that frequently to us,” Cooper said. 

No, nights like these are few and far between for the Lightning, which is 
why they’re tied for first place in the Central. But it’s fair to point out there 
have been areas in Tampa Bay’s game that have slipped of late. 
Perhaps it’s due to mental or physical fatigue from the condensed 
schedule. Perhaps the offense (and scuffling power play) is finally 
showing signs of missing Kucherov (the Lightning had nearly double the 
offensive zone possession time as Nashville, but just one more shot on 
goal, per SportLogiq). 

This team showed it can play determined and championship-caliber 
defense for two months in the bubble on its Cup run. And this is pretty 
much the same group. The Lightning didn’t just forget how to do it. What 
bothered McDonagh was that the effort wasn’t there. They lost too many 
battles. They lost their identity. 

“Not even close to halfway decent effort,” McDonagh said. 

But for a team that absolutely hates to lose, this one should be a wake-
up call. It’s up to the leadership group and top players to get them back 
on track for a telling stretch ahead. 

“We’re not the perfect team,” Cooper said. “We’re a really good team. 
And this team has grown together. We’ve done a lot of good things 

together, and a lot of (bad things) came out tonight. It’s going to happen. 
But it’s what you do moving forward. Not saying our next game will be 
(perfect). But we’ve got to keep growing together. 

“We’re going to be OK. We’ve just got to move on from this. Oftentimes, 
when you stumble like this and there’s a lot of mental mistakes, 
sometimes it flips the urgency switch. Hopefully, that’ll happen a few 
nights from now.” 
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Weekly Lightning thoughts: Why Ben Thomas’ perseverance will pay off, 
first-class call-ups, Steven Stamkos injury 

 

By Joe Smith  

Apr 13, 2021   

 

On April Fools’ Day, Joanne Thomas was working on graphic design in 
her Calgary home office when she got a FaceTime she wasn’t expecting. 

It was her son, Lightning defense prospect Ben Thomas. 

“I thought he was calling to tell me what he had for lunch,” Joanne 
quipped. 

Nope, this was much bigger. And not a joke. Lightning assistant GM 
Stacy Roest, who lives in the same Syracuse apartment complex, had 
just knocked on Thomas’ door to give him some life-changing news. He 
was getting his first NHL call-up, after 285 games in the AHL. 

“Mom, I’m going up to Tampa,” Thomas said, beaming. 

Joanne screamed, then gave him an air high-five. She alerted Thomas’ 
father, Mike, who had been working in the garage. 

“He had been waiting for this for such a long time,” Joanne said. “As a 
family, you live it and breathe it. It’s a tough career choice. You see all 
his buddies choosing different career paths and going to university and 
you wonder if it was the right choice. And ultimately, it pays off.” 

And Thomas’ perseverance could pay off for the cap-challenged 
Lightning next year and beyond. While Thomas was sent back to the taxi 
squad following Saturday’s acquisition of David Savard, what the rookie 
showed in his four games with Tampa Bay the past week has been really 
encouraging. Thomas, a steady right-shot defenseman, averaged around 
14 minutes per game, impressing with his smooth skating and decision 
making for a 55.4 Corsi For percentage. 

After the five pro seasons, the hip surgery (same as Nikita Kucherov) and 
seeing other prospects pass him by, Thomas finally got his “dream come 
true” NHL experience, giving Tampa Bay another depth option for the 
playoffs and next season, when the Lightning are already $3 million over 
the salary cap. 

“I always knew I had the ability and had the chance to come up here and 
do well and stay here,” Thomas said. “I always believed in myself. I just 
kept working hard and pushing for that.” 

Thomas was a late bloomer hockey-wise, not starting to play until he was 
7 or 8. But he always dreamed of the NHL, watching his favorite players 
on TV or videos, from Steve Yzerman and Joe Sakic to Drew Doughty 
and then Roman Josi. He’d stand in line for hours at the Olympic training 
facility in his hometown for autographs of Canadian players, holding 
posters for them to sign. 
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“When he first asked me if he could play hockey, I said, ‘Are you sure?” 
Mike said. 

“It’s a big commitment. You’ve got to practice 5-6 days a week, get up at 
5-6 a.m. But he was committed.” 

Thomas was drafted by the Lightning in the fourth round of the 2014 draft 
while playing for the Calgary Hitmen (WHL). His defense partner was 
current Flyers defenseman Travis Sanheim, with the blue line also 
including Carolina’s Jake Bean. “You just remember his skating ability,” 
Sanheim said. “He was a two-way guy. I remember my first year, we 
played together, feeding off each other. He’s got a great skill set and can 
play both ends. I’m really happy he got his chance. It took a while, but it 
was well deserved.” 

Thomas said it took time for him to get back to his old self after 
undergoing surgery on his right hip early in his pro career. It had been 
bothering him, but after fellow Lightning players like Yanni Gourde told 
him it would be like “night and day” after, he had the procedure to repair 
a torn labrum. 

“I’d say after a year and a half, I started feeling that extra range of 
motion,” Thomas said. “The first year, it’s still kind of recovering, there’s a 
lot of scar tissue. It’s still painful. For me, after two years is when I felt 
pretty much pain-free and really notice the full benefit.” 

Syracuse coach Ben Groulx said if there’s anyone he’s coached with the 
Crunch that has invested, it is Thomas. Groulx noted that there were a a 
few times in previous years when Thomas’ name was discussed in 
potential call-ups, but the timing wasn’t right. Either Thomas was hurt, or 
wasn’t playing his best hockey. A couple weeks ago, everything finally 
aligned. 

But it was a challenging and sometimes frustrating test of patience. 
Joanne remembers a lot of “tough conversations” with Thomas over the 
years, whether it was after a bad game or some struggles. The 
Lightning’s development system ended up working. 

“It’s a great example of perseverance,” Groulx said. “When you talk about 
stick with it, stay focused, stay confident, it’s Ben. When you play in the 
AHL your first year, you’re excited and happy. The second year you hope 
that call-up comes with the big club. If you’re cut again, go to the AHL, 
don’t get a call-up, you think, ‘Maybe it’s not there. 

“Next time you think the frustration gets the best out of you. When you’re 
in this league for four years and never been called up, now you get 
discouraged. There’s a lot of different situations, different state of mind 
you’re going through. Ben went through everything.” 

Groulx said Thomas made use of every resource the Lightning gave him, 
from working with skating coach Barb Underhill to skills coach Mike Ellis 
to the assistant coaches. Mental performance coach Ryan Hamilton was 
there as a guide, too. “He was trying everything people threw at him,” 
Groulx said. 

Groulx remembers Thomas stretching for 45 minutes each day, before 
and after practice, on a medicine ball to work on his surgically repaired 
hip. Thomas credited the Crunch coaching staff, including Groulx, for 
their role in his development. “He demands a lot from his defensemen,” 
Thomas said. “He requires you to play fast and I think that helped me 
make the transition.” 

The rookie solo lap before Thomas’ debut was “surreal,” but he quickly 
settled it. It didn’t mean he wasn’t nervous, as assistant coach Derek 
Lalonde discovered in the postgame meal room when the rookie knocked 
over the ketchup bottle. “We all had a laugh about it,” Lalonde said. “But 
we’ve been really happy with Ben. He performed extremely well. One 
thing Ben can do is skate. One thing we want our D to be able to do is 
get up the ice and be able to skate in every situation and he does that.” 

“He’s got great patience and poise with his stick,” defenseman Ryan 
McDonagh said. “He has that ability to skate backward and forward, he’s 
got good gaps and can play that style too.” 

Mike and Joanne Thomas were talking about their son the other night, 
his entire journey, telling their favorite stories. Joanne laughed about how 
on every family camping trip, Thomas would end up in the hospital, 
whether it was whittling his thumb (and getting 20 stitches) instead of a 
stick or finding another adventure. The police showed up one time when 
Thomas and his friends — dressed in camouflage — were playing Army 
at a neighborhood house. Thomas loves everything outdoors, from skiing 
to kayaking. Joanne said Thomas has tried rappelling. “He’s always on 
the edge,” she said. 

And both Thomas’ parents were on the edge of their seat when Thomas 
gave them the call that they didn’t know when would ever come. 

“We were so happy — couldn’t believe it,” Joanne said. “I knew it would 
happen. But you don’t know until it actually happens — no matter how 
much you deserve it.” 

First-class flying 

When Alex Barre-Boulet got his first NHL call-up in mid-February, he 
didn’t realize it would be just one of multiple bucket-list items he’d cross 
off that week. 

He found out after a Crunch game from teammate Ross Colton that both 
of them were coming up to Tampa. Their flight was the next morning at 6 
a.m. 

Oh yeah, and it was on a private jet. 

“(GM Julien BriseBois) told us we’re probably the first call-ups to go to a 
PJ,” Barre Boulet said. “It was a pretty cool experience, to be honest.” 

Typically, call-ups fly commercial from Syracuse or get a car service to 
meet the Lightning. But with the COVID-related protocols in place, if 
players fly on a charter plane, they don’t have to go through a quarantine. 
Tampa Bay has used a private charter for call-ups this season, with 
Barre-Boulet and Colton joining the likes of Taylor Raddysh, Mitchell 
Stephens and others to enjoy the experience. It’s also how Savard joined 
the team Sunday night and practiced Monday. 

So when Barre-Boulet and Colton walked up to the private jet on a chilly 
February morning and jumped on the 6-8 seater, needless to say, they 
were a bit star-struck. 

“We looked at each other and said, ‘Is this real?”‘ Barre-Boulet said. 

It was just the two of them and the pilot. There was no food or snacks 
(they ate beforehand), but it was a unique experience. There were the 
brand new leather seats, with Barre-Boulet saying it felt like being in a 
car. They felt every bump in turbulence being on a smaller plane. “It was 
really cool until about 20 minutes left and we hit a big air pocket,” Barre-
Boulet said. “We dropped a bit and were like, ‘Whoa.’ But it was really 
fun.” 

Raddysh rode on an eight-seater bus from Syracuse to meet the team in 
Detroit on his call-up but took the private jet back with Stephens, who 
was heading there for a conditioning assignment. 

“I never felt turbulence on a plane, but being on a little plane it adds 10 
times more,” Raddysh said. “The week prior in Syracuse It was warm and 
sunny and the day we came back it was snowing, the wind was blowing 
and we were getting tossed around, sliding on the runway with the snow. 

“But it was for sure something cool.” 

Just like Marty? 

When Quinnipiac captain Odeen Tufto did Zoom calls with a few NHL 
teams a week ago, the one with the Lightning stood out. 

There was BriseBois, Roest, scout Jeff Tambellini and goalie scout Jared 
Waimon, who used to work at Quinnipiac. Tufto thought that was a nice 
touch to get him comfortable. But it was what the Tampa Bay brass said 
and their track record which sold him on signing with the Cup champs — 
and he’s now in Syracuse. 
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“They have a true gift for helping out small guys,” Tufto said. “I could tell 
(BriseBois) truly believed that I would have an opportunity.” 

Tufto has seen it happen with the likes of Tyler Johnson, Gourde and, 
more recently, Colton, who shares the same agent. And so does Hall of 
Famer Martin St. Louis, who was Tufto’s idol growing up in Minnesota. A 
photo of St. Louis has been the background of Tufto’s phone for years, 
from when it was announced St. Louis signed with the Flames. 

Tufto said he met St. Louis a couple summers ago at a skate in New 
York. “He didn’t realize how star struck I was,” Tufto said. “He shook my 
hand, said, ‘I’m Marty.’ I’m like, ‘Yeah I know who you are.’ It was a pretty 
cool moment.'” 

St. Louis told Tufto to keep working on his skill, “keep believing.” 

“That’s something that will stick with me,” Tufto said. “There’s more 
smaller guys coming into the league and making a difference. I want to 
be another one of those stories. And guys like Marty paved the way.” 

Nuts and Bolts 

*The Lightning seemed to have gotten good news on captain Steven 
Stamkos and his undisclosed injury. Coach Jon Cooper said Monday that 
while Stamkos is not playing Tuesday in Nashville, and likely not 
Thursday against Florida, he’ll be in a day-to-day situation after that. I 
asked Cooper if they were waiting on Stamkos seeing more specialists 
and that’s not the case, so it doesn’t appear like this injury is long term. 
We still don’t know what the exact injury is, but if it were a potentially 
season-ending one, you would think Tampa Bay would have used the 
cap space by putting Stamkos on LTIR. You never know, maybe 
Stamkos will be back by the weekend. 

*Tampa Bay made a minor trade before Monday’s deadline, adding some 
more defensive depth in acquiring left-shot Fredrik Claesson from the 
Sharks for goalie prospect Magnus Chrona. Claesson, who played in four 
NHL games with San Jose this year and 159 career games overall, was 
assigned to the taxi squad (Andreas Borgman was reassigned to 
Syracuse). BriseBois pointed out that the Lightning now have six right-
shot defensemen with NHL experience and five on the left side. It’s 
important as Tampa Bay used nine defensemen in their Cup run last 
year. “History has proven that you will need depth on defense if you’re 
going to have an extended playoff run,” BriseBois said. 

*The main acquisition, however, was Savard, who practiced with the 
Lightning for the first time on Monday. Savard said it’s been a whirlwind 
after leaving a Columbus team he’s been with for nearly a decade, 
comparing the excitement to his first year in the league. It’s interesting 
that Tampa Bay put Savard on the top pair with Victor Hedman right 
away, and it makes sense because they seem like an ideal fit — a stay at 
home, reliable defenseman with the Norris Trophy winner. Expect Savard 
to see some penalty kill time, too, as early as Tuesday’s debut. 

*Colton continues to be a revelation, his goal against the Predators on 
Saturday was his seventh in his first 15 NHL games. Now that Stephens 
is back, called up Monday after a conditioning assignment, it’ll be 
intriguing to see how Cooper handles the lineup. But Colton has earned a 
right to keep his spot. A telling quote from Gourde: “We’re following his 
lead.” 

*Andrei Vasilevskiy, a deserving MVP candidate, has started 32 of the 
Lightning’s 41 games (around 78 percent). Cooper said Monday he’s 
comfortable in that split, pointing out in a full season, Vasilevskiy would 
start 60 of the 82 (73 percent). As long as Vasilevskiy is in that range, 
Cooper is comfortable with it. But Cooper acknowledged the need for 
Vasilevskiy to get some breaks here and there and how they aren’t going 
to play him every game down the stretch. Vasilevskiy played every 
minute during the Lightning’s Cup run, so it’s important to keep him 
healthy and fresh. Cooper said they try to give him some practices and 
morning skates off, so they’re managing it. “You always run the risk of a 
goalie being out of rhythm and you don’t want that,” Cooper said. “You’ve 
got to find that balance.” 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 04.14.2021 

1186939 Florida Panthers 

 

Frank Vatrano’s power-play goal in overtime lifts Panthers over Stars 

 

ASSOCIATED PRESS | 

 

DALLAS — Frank Vatrano scored a power-play goal with 1:51 left in 
overtime, and the Florida Panthers beat the Dallas Stars 3-2 on Tuesday 
night. 

Aleksander Barkov and Radko Gudas scored in regulation, and Chris 
Driedger made 24 saves for the Panthers, who snapped a three-game 
losing streak and matched Tampa Bay and Carolina with 58 points atop 
the Central Division. 

Jason Robertson and Joe Pavelski scored, and Anton Khudobin stopped 
28 shots for the Stars, who are seven points out of the division’s last 
playoff spot with 15 games remaining after playing in last season’s 
Stanley Cup Final. 

Vatrano scored his fifth game-winning goal of the season, his third in 
overtime, on a slap shot from the right circle with six seconds left in a 
tripping penalty on Jamie Benn. 

“It’s huge, especially late in the season when we’re trying to go up in the 
standings,” Vatrano said. “Anytime you score a goal it’s unbelievable.” 

[Popular in Sports] The game that never ends: Hall of Famer Jason 
Taylor makes fatherhood No. 1 priority amid busy schedule » 

“He does have the flair for the big – but he does make some nice shots,” 
Panthers coach Joel Quenneville said. 

Barkov opened the scoring from close range, slipping the puck through 
Khudobin’s pads at 11:50 of the first period for his team-high 18th goal of 
the season. Only 52 seconds later, Roberson tied the score by lifting the 
puck over Driedger from the low slot. 

Gudas’ goal on a shot from the right point deflected off the stick of Dallas 
forward Rhett Gardner between the circles and caught the bottom of the 
crossbar 2:45 into the second period for the physical defenseman’s first 
goal since January 2020 with Washington. 

“Glad I finally got one through,” Gudas said. “I got a little lucky there.” 

Pavelski scored his team-high 16th, his first in 11 games, at 8:26 of the 
third period to tie the score at 2-2. 

“You’ve got to make your own luck at times,” Pavelski said. 

[Popular in Sports] Heat get Jimmy Butler injury scare, fall 106-86 in 
Phoenix » 

SHARING THE WEALTH IN NET 

Driedger, Florida’s backup to Sergei Bobrovsky, came into play seventh 
in the NHL with a 2.05 goals-against average and has alternated starts in 
recent weeks. The highlight of his night came midway through the third 
period, when he sprawled backward to make a stop with his stick on the 
goal line after a rebound caromed back off the skate of Panthers 
defenseman Anton Stralman. 

“It kind of pinballed around in front of me a little bit,” Driedger said. “You 
just go straight instinct mode. Fortunately, I was just able to catch it 
enough with the hook of my blade.” 

LATE TROUBLES 

The Stars are 1-6 in overtime games, two losses to Florida, and 1-6 in 
shootouts. 
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“We were right there,” Pavelski said. “They’re tight games. We’ve got to 
find a way to get that extra point.” 

[Popular in Sports] Heat’s Goran Dragic again at a crossroads when it 
comes to potential playoff lineup » 

WISH YOU WERE HERE 

The Stars played for the first time in six games without center Roope 
Hintz, second on the team with 13 goals and 32 points playing only 29 
games while dealing most of the season with a nagging lower body 
injury. 

Panthers forward Carter Verhaeghe, with 17 goals, missed his first game 
of the season with an upper body injury. 

NOTES 

Robertson, with 12 goals and 29 points, went into play tied for second in 
the NHL among rookies in goals and second in points. … Barkov has five 
goals and seven points in six games after missing six games with a lower 
body injury. … Florida defenseman Markus Nutivaara assisted on 
Barkov’s goal, his first point since Feb. 4. … Benn had two assists. … 
Defenseman Sami Vatanen played his first game for Dallas after being 
claimed off waivers from New Jersey on Monday, on the third pairing plus 
some power play time. 

UP NEXT 

Panthers: Visit Tampa Bay on Thursday for the fifth of six straight road 
games. 
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Florida Panthers lose Verhaeghe but end skid in DallasPublished 5 hours 
ago on April 13, 2021 

 

By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers had Anthony Duclair back from injury but were 
without Carter Verhaeghe Tuesday night against the Dallas Stars. 

They still had Frank Vatrano, however, and he scored yet another game-
winning goal and lifted Florida to a 3-2 overtime win over the host Stars 
to snap a three-game losing streak. 

It was Vatrano’s fifth game-winning goal of the season and his 11th 
scored either in the third or in OT this season. 

“It’s huge especially late in the season,” Vatrano said. “We’re trying to 
move up in the standings, put ourselves in a good spot come playoffs. 

“Any time you score a goal it’s an unbelievable feeling whether it’s a 
game-winner or a goal to put your team within reach.” 

Before Tuesday night’s game, the Panthers announced that Verhaeghe 
would be out “week to week” with an undisclosed upper body injury. 

Aside from that, Tuesday was a good night for Florida thanks to a 
fantastic night in net by Chris Driedger. 

Driedger, who we’ll bet starts Thursday in Tampa, helped force extra time 
with some huge saves in the third and again in OT before the Panthers 
went on the power play and kept the puck in the Dallas zone. 

Sasha Barkov and Radko Gudas (yep) both scored in regulation but it 
was Driedger who gave Vatrano the chance to be the OT hero again. 

”He’s a shooter,” Gudas said. “Fun to watch.” 

The Panthers looked like a completely different team than they did 
Saturday afternoon. 

On Saturday, Dallas scored twice before the two minute mark and led 3-0 
before the midway point of the first period. 

Joel Quenneville described it as a “garbage can game.” 

Florida pushed the play from the start Tuesday, with Barkov getting his 
18th of the season by connecting on a pass from Markus Nutivaara at 
11:50 of the first period. 

The Panthers were outshooting Dallas 8-1 at the time. 

Just 52 seconds later, however, rookie Jason Robertson tied the score 
when he got one past Chris Driedger (24 saves) on Dallas’ second 
credited shot. 

Florida kept things rolling, however, and ended up taking the lead back 
early in the second. 

NHL Trade Deadline: What the Florida Panthers did (and didn’t do) 

Gudas, known a lot more for his big hits and his defensive play, has not 
been shy to throw heavy shots toward the net throughout the season. 

Tuesday, one finally made its way through. 

Shooting from the point, Gudas’ shot deflected off a Dallas stick and 
Anton Khudobin had no chance to make a play on it and it was 2-1 at 
2:45 of the second. 

”That was exciting, I finally got one through,” Gudas said. “I got lucky 
there, but I am really happy it went through. Very exciting time for me, 
seeing all the guys get pumped for me. 

“I’m lucky, got lucky there. Happy it went in. Looking forward to a few 
more.” 

The Panthers were thought to be getting the top line back together but 
the loss of Verhaeghe — who is now second on the team with 17 goals 
— scuttled that. 

Florida did the next best thing, however, reuniting Barkov with Jonathan 
Huberdeau. 

Up 2-1 in the third, Dallas came hard at Driedger and the Panthers with 
Joe Pavelski tying the score at 8:26. 

Jamie Benn, who tripped up Duclair in overtime, was robbed by Driedger 
a few times in the third most notably one where Dreidger had to go back 
and pull the puck away from the line. 

That would have made it 3-2. Only it did not. 

”I thought that one went in for sure,” Vatrano said. “I then watched the 
replay and saw he made a great, desperation save to keep that out. 
Huge for us. Turning point.” 

Said Dallas coach Rick Bowness: “It was all over. Cross bars, posts, 
open nets. The kid in the net was great. It’s as simple as that. The puck 
is going in and he gets his stick on it. The chances we created in third, 
that game should have been over in regulation. Simple as that.” 

Driedger ended with 11 saves in the period but that one was one for the 
highlight reel. 

”Miraculous save,” Quenneville said, “by the thinnest of margins. Big 
save on Pavelski as well. He had two big saves late.” 

Said Driedger: “Those ones kind of pinball around in front of me, hit a 
skate and it’s going straight in. You just go into instict mode. I was able to 
catch it with the hook of my blade. Those can go the opposite way so it’s 
nice when it goes your way.” 

Florida got the OT power play chance when Duclair went down on the 
trip from Benn, landing awkwardly and favoring his left leg as he slowly 
skated to the bench. 
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“Listen, he was trying to stop the play,’’ Bowness said. “That’s hockey. 
Stuff happens out there, and you just have to live with it.” 

Duclair did not return in overtime but Quenneville said he didn’t think it 
was anything serious. 

”I haven’t heard,” Quenneville said, “but I think he’s OK. Hopefully there 
is no surprise there. I thought he had a heck of a game there.” 

The game-winning goal came when Gus Forsling saw Vatrano in the 
right circle above the dot, fed him the puck and Vatrano let ‘er fly. 

”Great pass, great plays all around,” Vatrano said, “and I put it in the net.” 

VERHAEGHE HURT SATURDAY 

After the game Tuesday, Quenneville said Verhaeghe was hurt at the 
end of Saturday’s loss in Dallas. 

Although the team did not announce Verhaeghe’s injury until right before 
game time on Tuesday, it was no surprise to them that he was not going 
to play. 

”We knew he wasn’t playing,” Quenneville said. 

Florida activated a number of their new players and are expected to at 
least have forwards Nikita Gusev and Lucas Wallmark in the lineup 
Thursday. 

Sam Bennett is coming from Canada and may be a few extra days. 

HEADED TO TAMPA 

The Panthers avoided losing four straight games with the win and head 
south as they conclude this six-game road trip with a pair in Tampa. 

By winning Tuesday, the Panthers pulled themselves back into a tie for 
first place as Tampa Bay lost to Nashville on Tuesday and Carolina lost 
twice against Detroit. 

All three teams have 58 points as the battle for the NHL’s Central 
Division continues on. 

Florida has one game remaining against Dallas and has won five of the 
seven meetings against the reigning Western Conference champs. 

With the loss, Dallas’ playoff hopes took yet another hit. 

With Nashville winning again, the Stars are seven points back of the 
Predators for the final spot in the division. 

GEORGE’S THREE STARS OF THE NIGHT 

1. Chris Driedger, Florida 

2. Sasha Barkov, Florida 

3. Frank Vatrano, Florida 

ON DECK: PANTHERS AT LIGHTNING 

When: Thursday, 7 

Where: Amalie Arena, Tampa  

Season series: Tied 2-2 

TV: NBCSN 

Radio: WQAM 560-AM 
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Florida Panthers to begin stretch run in DallasPublished 17 hours ago on 
April 13, 2021 

 

By George Richards  

 

Just over a year ago, the Florida Panthers were ready to get the final part 
of their season going in a game at Dallas. 

That game, scheduled for March 12, 2020, was never played. 

A lot has happened since the NHL put its season on pause due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Now in a completely different season with a much-different looking team, 
the Panthers are ready to make a final push. 

Back then, the Panthers were fighting (or so they thought) for their 
postseason lives. Things are as dire today as Florida is entrenched in the 
NHL’s Central Division playoffs. 

Still, with 14 games left in the 2021 season, the Panthers are trying to get 
right before the playoffs start. 

Florida has lost three consecutive games for just the second time this 
season (and, second time in a few weeks) and would like to go in to the 
season’s final quarter with a win. 

“We just had a practice where we had good spirit, good energy and we 
certainly didn’t have that the other day,” coach Joel Quenneville said 
after a practice in North Dallas on Monday afternoon. 

”We’re coming off the one game all year where you could say that is not 
indicative of what we have done, what we have represented all year. 
Let’s get back to playing hard, working hard and working for one another. 
Keep ourselves in the game early and put some pressure on the other 
team.” 

Alex Wennberg, one of 21 on the current (and vastly expanded) roster 
who weren’t on this team last year, said the Panthers just need to bounce 
back. 

“We have had some rough games and that is part of hockey, sometimes 
having games where you didn’t play the way you wanted to,” said 
Wennberg, who was with the Columbus Blue Jackets last season. 

”We had a couple days between games here and it has been a great 
time to just adjust, talk about what we need to do better. There are some 
games where you just don’t over-analyze things. It didn’t work out. Just 
put it in the trash, move on to the next one.” 

Florida will not have any of its newest players on Tuesday as visas and 
Covid-19 protocols have to be met. 

Quenneville said defenseman Brandon Montour and winger Nikita Gusev 
would join the team Wednesday in Tampa and will likely be in the lineup 
Thursday against the Lightning. 

Lucas Wallmark and Lucas Carlsson are also expected to join the team 
there but are not expected to play right away. 

Sam Bennett, acquired just before Monday’s trade deadline closed, is still 
in travel limbo. 

One regular (he wasn’t here last season, either) will return Tuesday as 
Anthont Duclair comes back from a shoulder injury. 

He is expected to rejoin Florida’s top line with Sasha Barkov and Carter 
Verhaeghe. 

The Panthers sure would like to get that line rolling once more. 

ROSTER SHUFFLES 

With the NHL Trade Deadline now passed, teams do not have to adhere 
to the 23-man roster as long as they remain underneath the salary cap. 
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For Florida, that means there is going to be quite a bit of shuffling in the 
coming days as, while they have to keep a minimum on the taxi squad for 
Covid reasons, they have no reason to stash players there anymore. 

While we had newcomers Wallmark and Carlsson starting on the taxi 
squad, they may just open on the main roster. 

Florida has a LOT of players on the roster right now including Noah 
Juulsen who was recalled from Syracuse on Tuesday. 

Florida Panthers at Dallas Stars 

When: Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 

Where: AmericanAirlines Center, Dallas 

TV: BSFLA Alternate (Marlins conflict); FoxSportsGo streaming 

Radio: WQAM 560-AM 

 

Records (standings): Florida 26-12-4, 56 points (3rd in Central); Dallas 
15-14-11, 41 points (6th) 

All-time series: Dallas leads 20-17-7 

Season series: Florida leads 4-2 

Last season: Florida won 1-0 

Up next: Florida at Tampa Bay, Thursday, 7 

Panthers This Week — Tuesday: Florida at Dallas, 8:30; Thursday: 
Florida at Tampa Bay, 7; Saturday: Florida at Tampa Bay, 7. 

PROJECTED FLORIDA PANTHERS LINES 

FLORIDA FORWARDS 

91 Anthony Duclair — 16 Sasha Barkov — 23 Carter Verhaeghe 

11 Jonathan Huberdeau — 21 Alex Wennberg — 70 Patric Hornqvist 

77 Frank Vatrano — 55 Noel Acciari — 74 Owen Tippett 

19 Mason Marchment — 27 Eetu Luostarinen — 94 Ryan Lomberg 

FLORIDA DEFENSEMEN 

42 Gus Forsling — 52 MacKenzie Weegar 

3 Keith Yandle — 7 Radko Gudas 

65 Markus Nutivaara — 6 Anton Stralman 

FLORIDA GOALIES 

60 Chris Driedger 

72 Sergei Bobrovsky 

Scratches: D Kevin Connauton, D Noah Juulsen, F Juho Lammikko, D 
Matt Kiersted 

Recently acquired, not playing Tuesday: F Sam Bennett, F Nikita Gusev; 
F Lucas Wallmark; D Brandon Montour; D Lucas Carlsson. 

Injured: D Aaron Ekblad (leg, out regular season) 

Taxi squad: D Brady Keeper; F Aleksi Heponiemi; G Spencer Knight; G 
Philippe Desrosiers 

Florida power play (30/136 22.1% — 12th in NHL) 

Florida penalty kill (102/128 79.7% — 15th in NHL) 

PP1: Sasha Barkov, Alex Wennberg, Jonathan Huberdeau, Carter 
Verhaeghe, Keith Yandle 

PP2: Noel Acciari, Frank Vatrano, Anthony Duclair, Owen Tippett, Gus 
Forsling 

PROJECTED DALLAS STARS LINES 

DALLAS STARS FORWARDS 

21 Jason Robertson — 24 Roope Hintz — 16 Joe Pavelski 

18 Jason Dickinson — 14 Jamie Benn — 34 Denis Gurianov 

11 Andrew Cogliano — 12 Radek Faksa — 15 Blake Comeau 

49 Rhett Gardner — 37 Justin Dowling — 38 Joel L’Esperance 

DALLAS STARS DEFENSEMEN 

23 Esa Lindell — 3 John Klingberg 

2 Jamie Oleksiak — 4 Miro Heiskanen 

39 Joel Hanley — 13 Mark Pysyk 

DALLAS STARS GOALIES 

35 Anton Khudobin 

29 Jake Oettinger 

Dallas power play (31/123, 25.2% — 5th in NHL) 

Dallas penalty kill (91/116 78.4% — 18th in NHL) 

PP1: Joe Pavelski, Roope Hintz, Jason Robertson, John Klingberg, Miro 
Heiskanen 

PP2: Radek Faksa, Justin Dowling, Jamie Benn, Esa Lindell, Denis 
Gurianov 
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NHL Trade Deadline: What the Florida Panthers did (and didn’t 
do)Published 15 hours ago on April 13, 2021 

 

By George Richards  

 

This may have been the first NHL Trade Deadline as general manager of 
the Florida Panthers, but as they say in Davie, it was not his first rodeo. 

For the previous seven years, Zito worked closely with Columbus GM 
Jarmo Kekalainen and has seen the highs and lows of what a trade 
deadline can do to a team. 

When you are a buyer, like Zito and the Panthers were, you don’t want to 
be the team that pays too much early. 

You definitely don’t want to be holding the bag when it’s done. 

Zito had his targets as the deadline approached and he worked a number 
of deals in the days leading up to it. 

By Monday at 3, Zito had brought in a number of new players, said 
goodbye to some others, and cleared some cap space which will come in 
handy down the road. 

Florida now has 14 games left in this regular season and are still chasing 
Carolina and Tampa Bay for the Central Division crown. 

The Panthers did not really subtract anything, although Riley Stillman 
had seen his playing time increase, but added pieces they think can help 
in the coming weeks that they hope turns into months. 

“We had to focus on our team and do the things we need to do, to do our 
thing,” Zito said Monday evening. 
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“We weren’t reactionary. We had a plan, wanted to address our needs. If 
we could, we would and wanted to do it prudently.” 

Here is what we have heard about what the Panthers were thinking as 
the deadline came and went: 

CLEARING THE DECK 

When Zito traded Brett Connolly, Riley Stillman and Henrik Borgstrom to 
the Blackhawks, the initial thought was Zito was clearing out cap space 
to make a run at some high-profile players. 

While the Panthers had interest in Buffalo forward Taylor Hall ($8 million 
cap hit) and defenseman David Savard ($4.75m), the cost — either 
financial or what it would cost in future assets — had Zito move his 
attention elsewhere. 

At the end of Monday, Zito did end up clearing a $3.5 million cap hit for 
the next two seasons in what Connolly would be due. 

Although Zito probably could have traded Connolly in the offseason, he 
had a deal now and took it. 

As other teams look to shed money with a flat cap come the summer, 
Zito already took care of one of his problems. 

NHL Trade Deadline: Florida Panthers acquire Sam Bennett from 
Calgary Flames 

The cost was a young defenseman in Stillman as well as 2016 first-round 
pick Borgstrom. That cost may become more expensive in the summer. 

The Panthers did get back Lucas Wallmark who was one of the 
cornerpieces of the Vincent Trocheck deal last year. Lucas Carlsson is a 
depth defenseman who could find some playing time as well. 

Florida will go into the next offseason with Jason Demers’ retained 
money finally gone and will only have $2.3 million shaved off the cap due 
to Scott Darling’s buyout and Roberto Luongo’s early retirement hit. 

Per PuckPedia.com, the Panthers have $34.6 million committed to 
contracts next season with a few holes to fill (backup goalie for one) and 
some business (RFAs, etc.) to take care of. 

Florida would also like to get Sasha Barkov extended sooner rather than 
later. That $3.5 million in 2022-23 is a start. 

LOW RISK, HIGH REWARD 

The most intriguing newcomer to the Panthers is forward Nikita Gusev, a 
highly-touted player coming out of the KHL who ended up not doing a 
whole lot in New Jersey. 

After a pedestrian first season with the Devils, Gusev only had two goals 
in this one as he found himself passed up on the depth chart and 
eventually a frequent scratch. 

Gusev was cut loose by the Devils in a mutually-agreed upon deal; he 
figured someone would sign him. 

Florida jumped at the chance. 

The Panthers are only paying him $250,000 for the remainder of this 
season and then we’ll see what happens. 

NHL Trade Deadline: Florida Panthers sign Nikita Gusev 

Gusev is fond of South Florida (he has a place near the beach) and 
should be highly motivated to make this work with the Panthers. 

Joel Quenneville has already said he’s going to give him a chance to play 
with the big boys in the lineup when Gusev joins the Panthers Thursday 
in Tampa Bay. 

Gusev knows captain Sasha Barkov and goalie Sergei Bobrovsky 
already and may find an immediate home on the top power play unit 
where Florida has struggled lately. 

As is the case with most of the guys Zito brings in, Gusev has a lot to 
prove. 

When you talk about ‘change of scenery,’ going from Newark to South 
Florida ain’t a bad one. 

And, getting the chance to play on a line with Barkov or Jonathan 
Huberdeau should give him some chances to show off his scoring. 

With Anthony Duclair back Tuesday, the Panthers’ may get back to 
looking like they did a few weeks ago when it comes to scoring. 

DRIEDGER WAS STAYING 

Those who follow trade deadline day on social media lit up when 
Quenneville said Chris Driedger would be starting Tuesday in Dallas. 

“He’s officially off the market,” one quipped. 

Truth is, he never really was on the market. 

Sure, if a team came back and offered something the Panthers simply 
could not refuse, they may have taken it. 

But Driedger did not want to leave and the Panthers didn’t want him to 
go, either. 

He will soon enough. Just not now. 

Driedger has been terrific for the Panthers over the past two seasons and 
he has become a key part of this team despite Bobrovsky holding down 
the starter’s net. 

With these two, the Panthers go into the postseason with a pretty solid 1-
2 in goal. 

If the NHL crams in playoff games as it did in the bubble with back-to-
back elimination games for instance, Florida will have not one, but two, 
starting goalies ready for the challenge. 

We have called Driedger an insurance policy for the Panthers in case 
Bobrovsky gets hurt, but truthfully, he is more important to the team than 
that. 

MONTOUR STEPS IN 

The Panthers know they can’t replace the injured Aaron Ekblad because 
elite defensemen like that just aren’t readily available. 

Florida was not getting that type of player even if it did sign Savard; 
Montour isn’t Ekblad either, but he brings some offense and seems ready 
to jump into a postseason race. 

The Panthers gave up a third round pick to the Sabres for a defenseman 
who may or may not be a rental. We’ll see where this goes as well. 

As is the case with Gusev, Montour could find some time on the power 
play as Quenneville & Co. try to find jump some life into their special 
teams. 

Moutour is not the best defensive defenseman in the NHL, but he’s not 
bad, either. Put him with Radko Gudas or MacKenzie Weegar and he’ll 
be fine. 

He also doesn’t turn the puck over a lot so he’ll score and won’t hurt you 
in the backend, either. 

BIG SAM 

 

Sam Bennett was the last player Zito added to the team and Florida 
hopes he gives some hard-edged play to their bottom six and continues 
to excel in the postseason. 

Bennett did not have the career anyone in Calgary hoped for when they 
took him fourth overall in 2014 but he’ll have no such expectations here. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 14, 2021 

 

In fact, Bennett’s style of play may endure him to the Florida fan who 
don’t care where Calgary drafted him. 

He’s another guy who has a little something to prove and Florida’s going 
to give him a chance to do it right here. 

The Panthers did give up the equivalent of two second round picks for 
Bennett, which many have pointed out is a better return for Calgary than 
Buffalo got for Hall. 

True. But Hall is a rental and has to play in the top-6 to be effective. 
Bennett is RFA and, if Florida likes him, it can keep him (or protect him 
from Seattle, at least). 

He can also slide up and down the lineup, play numerous positions and 
bring a spark at any given moment. 

Zito’s first moves when he took over for Dale Tallon was to help turn the 
Panthers into a tougher team to play as he brought in Patric Hornqvist 
and Gudas. 

His last move before his first deadline ended went in the same direction. 

Bennett’s 79 hits this season rank third on the Panthers behind Gudas 
and Weegar. 

Zito said Bennett would likely stay at wing although he has played a lot of 
center in the past. He does give Quenneville more options and, hey, 
those are never bad. 

ON DECK: PANTHERS AT STARS 

When: Tuesday, 8:30 

Where: AmericanAirlines Center, Dallas 

Season series: Florida leads 4-2 

TV: BSFLA Alternate (Marlins conflict); Fox Sports Go streaming 

Radio: WQAM 560 
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The Athletic / Why did Nick Foligno cost more than Taylor Hall at the 
NHL trade deadline? Analyzing the importance of fit vs. value 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn Apr 13, 2021  

 

No two teams in the NHL will value players in the same way. It’s part of 
what makes trading so frustratingly difficult as teams manage the 
balancing act of getting their player, but not overplaying their hand. From 
an outsider’s perspective, sometimes it leads to trades that look like they 
don’t add up. 

On the day before the deadline, the Leafs seemed to make such a trade 
sending a first-round pick and a fourth-round pick to Columbus for left 
winger Nick Foligno and a fourth-round pick to San Jose for the trouble of 
retaining extra salary. Several hours later, the Boston Bruins acquired left 
winger Taylor Hall and Curtis Lazar from Buffalo for a much lower cost: a 
second-round pick and Anders Bjork. Lazar and Bjork are a wash — 
similarly aged depth forwards with limited upside – so for all intents and 
purposes the trade is Hall, with 50 percent of his salary retained, for a 
second-round pick. 

Out of context, those two deals make zero sense. Despite his struggles 
this season, there shouldn’t be many people out there who would say 
that Foligno is a better player than Hall. At his absolute worst this 
season, Hall still has a higher point rate than Foligno, higher-scoring 
chance generation, and better play-driving numbers at both ends of the 
rink. Yes, even defensively. By total value according to GSVA, Foligno 
has been worth 0.07 wins, a fourth-line rate, while Hall has been worth 

0.43 wins, a middle-six rate. For those untrusting of that math, an NHL 
source with access to better data called Hall a first liner while being 
skeptical of what Foligno had left. 

Despite not being able to buy a goal all season, and playing in front of 
.899 goaltending, it can be argued that Hall has been more valuable than 
Foligno this season. I’m not including past seasons where there’s no 
debate to be had. I’m talking this season where Hall’s absolute floor, 
brought about by playing on the league’s worst team, is still stronger than 
what Foligno offers. His ceiling is another level entirely where he’s 
previously been worth well over three wins. 

That’s part of the territory when it comes to a player with high 
expectations; when they don’t meet them, it feels like they’re playing a lot 
worse than they actually are. Hall’s lack of finishing is very probably bad 
luck. The poor goaltending behind him is almost definitely bad luck. Still, 
those two things have had a profound and unjust effect on the narrative 
surrounding his current ability, driving down his trade value. “He only has 
two goals in 37 games” is a common refrain that ignores how unlucky 
that is and literally everything else Hall does. No one scores 0.11 goals-
per-60 off of 0.72 expected goals-per-60 for very long. 

Hall’s value went down so hard, his return was similar to trades involving 
Mattias Janmark and Sam Bennett, neither of whom really move the 
needle by comparison. Hall still does and has a much higher ceiling than 
two depth pieces and Foligno. There’s a pretty substantial difference 
between a low first-round pick and a low second-round pick. The fact 
Foligno was able to secure one for Columbus, but Hall wasn’t for Buffalo 
speaks volumes. 

In terms of draft pick value (ignoring the extra fourth for salary retention 
purposes), a low first can range from 4.0 wins (20th overall) on the high 
end to 2.8 wins (31st overall), while a fourth adds an additional 0.3 wins. 
On average, it’s about 3.7 wins of value. A low second, is worth nearly 
three times less at 1.3 wins, with the potential to be around 1.7 wins if the 
team gets bounced early.  

That’s a significant difference and shows why GMs are often hesitant to 
include a first but won’t have a problem including a second. Toronto went 
the extra mile in acquiring Foligno, sending away that coveted first. While 
it looked like a manageable overpay given the team’s needs, it looks a lot 
more questionable now given what Hall went for. Toronto did not get the 
best left winger available, and for some reason paid a lot more for the 
privilege.  

It all comes down to fit vs. value, and that’s where there’s plenty of room 
for healthy debate when it comes to the two deals. As a wise man once 
said “you can’t put every trade through an EA Sports style simulator,” but 
you also can’t just ignore value entirely to YOLO on a player you really 
love. There’s a balance to be struck between the two opposing thoughts 
that likely wasn’t met here. 

Hall very likely provides more tangible value in a vacuum, but it is 
certainly in the realm of possibility — due to fit — that Foligno adds more 
to the Leafs specifically than Hall could have. That’s the bet Toronto is 
making and there’s plenty of reason to like it for the Leafs, despite the 
cost. 

Foligno is a leader, he’s as hard-working as they come, he’s gritty in all 
the right ways, he’s long been one of the league’s better defensive 
forwards, and is an excellent forechecker. According to data tracked by 
Corey Sznajder, he leads the Blue Jackets in recovered dump-ins per 60 
this season at 5.5, one of the better marks league-wide. It’s a mark that 
would rank fourth on Toronto behind Pierre Engvall, Auston Matthews 
and Zach Hyman. Foligno can dig; he wins battles along the boards and 
adds an element that Toronto arguably doesn’t have enough of. 

When acquiring a player, there’s a fear of diminishing returns. A strength 
can perhaps only be so strong, so the goal is almost always to tackle the 
weaknesses and fill needs. The Leafs addressed that with Foligno. He 
didn’t show much offensive upside in Columbus, but it’s possible that his 
numbers there can improve substantially on a team like Toronto. 

One only needs to look as far back as last year’s Cup champions to see 
the idea here and how far fit can go. At the deadline, Tampa Bay added 
Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow, two hard-nosed competitors who 
were crucial pieces to the team’s vaunted shutdown line during the 
championship run.  
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At the time of the trade, Coleman was seen as a great get (valued at 
around one win), while Goodrow was much less so (valued closer to 
replacement level). While Coleman was expected to move the needle, 
Goodrow wasn’t — but both turned out to be key cogs in the Lightning 
machine. The duo, along with Yanni Gourde, contributed timely scoring 
and controlled play to a very strong degree, earning a 57 percent 
expected goals percentage together. For the playoffs, Coleman ended up 
playing at a 1.8-win pace, while Goodrow was at a 1.1-win pace. That’s 
1.7 more wins per 82 than expected, and that’s on fit. 

There is no doubt the Leafs, and every other team in the league, saw that 
and felt a similar energy out of Foligno. He’s a warrior, a playoff player. A 
guy you win with. Just disregard that he hasn’t ever actually made it very 
far in the playoffs. 

Hall is not viewed in that light, not when he’s only been to the playoffs 
twice in his career. The narrative that a player isn’t a “winner” is difficult 
to shake until you finally do, and that’s unfortunately followed Hall from 
Edmonton to New Jersey to Arizona to Buffalo. Never mind the sad state 
each team was in outside of him — hockey is a team game until there’s a 
star player that can be used as a scapegoat. Those rules don’t apply to 
grinders. 

In terms of fit, Hall doesn’t bring much that the Leafs don’t already have. 
He’s a gifted puck-carrier and an elite play-maker, and a pure offensive 
driver. Despite his struggles this season, he still has a solid assist rate on 
an awful team and leads the league in high danger shot assists per 60 
according to Sznajder. He can’t finish, but he can get the puck into the 
right places. Would Hall be able to create that value on an already high-
octane Leafs team or would his skills be redundant with an already 
offensively gifted top six? 

It honestly is a difficult question to answer, one that a total value stat 
doesn’t solve. The thing about “all-encompassing” models, specifically 
ones used for projection purposes like GSVA is that they don’t really tell 
you what a player will do, they guess, based on what he has done among 
other factors. It’s generally an informed guess, but that guess becomes a 
lot more difficult when a player switches teams. That’s where it takes 
more than one number, and more than one thought process to figure out 
a solution.  

Hall himself is a perfect example of that. He was expected to bounce 
back in Buffalo after a down year in 2019-20. Instead, he somehow kept 
declining. But that’s also on the fit debate too, because there were many 
who felt he would be perfect in Buffalo, especially next to star center Jack 
Eichel. 

Both guesses were “wrong” but also not far off. What many seem to 
gloss over about Hall’s time in Buffalo is just how little time he’s spent 
with Eichel and how good both were when they did get a chance to play 
together. They spent all of 166 minutes together, most of which was at 
the start of the season where the two enjoyed a 63 percent expected 
goals rate — it’s too bad the goalies couldn’t make a save behind him. 
The Hall-Eichel experiment lasted just 10 games before he was put in a 
lineup blender along with everyone else as Buffalo tried to find the right 
combinations on a thin team. That lack of lineup consistency is difficult in 
general but was likely especially so for Hall, a player on a new team. The 
lack of player quality outside of Eichel meant more time with Eric Staal, 
Dylan Cozens, Tage Thompson, Casey Mittelstadt and Riley Sheahan — 
none of which was for enough time to develop any real chemistry. 

Taylor Hall is not a focal point player anymore capable of carrying a 
team, but he is still a strong complementary player and his time with 
Eichel this season, brief as it was, shows that. That his main gift is his 
playmaking ability makes me believe that his skill set would’ve been well-
suited for Toronto, a team whose focal point is its two goal-scoring 
centers. Having Hall and Mitch Marner both feeding Auston Matthews, or 
Hall and William Nylander both feeding John Tavares feels like a pretty 
good fit to me. He could’ve added even more offensive punch to a team 
whose hallmark is scoring goals, making its strength in that area even 
more overwhelming and difficult to solve for other teams. The top six 
would be the scariest in the league and Hall’s skillset seemed like it 
would’ve complemented it well. He’s fast and tenacious on the puck too, 
and to his credit is a decent forechecker in his own right, recovering just 
one less puck off dump-ins per 60 than Foligno.  

Hall is currently projected to be a 1.5-win player, but in a better situation 
with better players (and in a winning environment for the first time in his 

career), it’s likely he could perform even better. Given his history, his 
ceiling is a lot higher and that comes from the tangible on-ice value he 
can provide. Foligno could get to Hall’s current level as the perfect fit for 
Toronto and may very well be much better than projected, but there’s far 
less upside above that given his role and current ability. People 
expecting Toronto’s own Coleman will likely be disappointed. 

Fit likely only goes so far in terms of maximizing a player’s value. For 
Coleman and Goodrow, it was one extra win each. Add that to Foligno, 
and he’s worth what Hall is now, again, at his floor. Just because Foligno 
is a better fit, doesn’t mean Hall wouldn’t have been a good fit either – 
just a different one. It’s a matter of Toronto choosing to patch some holes 
on its spacecraft rather than add more weapons.  

It’s the safer play, which is admirable, but usually the safer play costs 
less, not more. That’s the difficult part to get behind in this situation as it 
makes a lot more sense to go after fit if a team doesn’t have the 
resources to go bigger, or doesn’t want to spend them. Toronto had the 
resources but opted for fit over absolute value which feels backward. Fit 
shouldn’t cost more. 

Some will put a premium on fit citing Tampa Bay last season. Just get the 
player. Fewer people seem to cite the other league powerhouse, 
Colorado, and what the Avalanche did last offseason.  

With Cale Makar and Samuel Girard already in tow as puck-moving 
defenders, and Bowen Byram on the way, adding Devon Toews felt like a 
redundancy. They already had players like that in the mix, did they need 
Toews? The team even traded rugged defender Nikita Zadorov in the 
process to go all-in on that strength, opting for value over fit. It’s not that 
Toews wasn’t a good fit, he fit the team’s m.o., he was just more of the 
same of what Colorado already had, a luxury. He was a value play and 
it’s worked even better than expected. Toews has turned into a star on 
that blueline in a way a “good fit” defender probably wouldn’t have. Skill 
is hard to acquire and if it’s possible to add, it too can enhance the skill 
already on the team.  

Hall too would’ve been a luxury, and he could’ve enhanced the skill 
already on Toronto in a way Foligno couldn’t. Just like Foligno will add 
things Hall wouldn’t be able to. They’re obviously very different players 
that check off different boxes for a team. But Hall’s current baseline is so 
much higher with much more upside that it would take a lot for Foligno to 
not only be better on the ice but worth the extra cost too. Toronto 
obviously felt it needed what Foligno offered more than what Hall did and 
there’s nothing wrong with that, but paying more for it is where the Leafs 
likely made a mistake. 

Toronto played it safe here and Foligno is a very good addition for the 
team despite the cost. But with the way Tampa Bay and Colorado are 
built it really felt like the Leafs should’ve swung for the fences in what will 
likely be their best shot at winning a championship given the wide-open 
path in the North division. Adding Hall would’ve been a home run. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Renting out cap space for NHL draft picks is a 
trend that’s here to stay 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Apr 13, 2021 

 

The most stunning trade of trade deadline 2021, in many ways, has its 
roots in a deal that was consummated almost two years ago. 

When the Carolina Hurricanes agreed to absorb the final year of Patrick 
Marleau’s contract, carrying a $6.25 million AAV, in June 2019 and the 
Toronto Maple Leafs forked over a 2020 first-round pick in return, that set 
the new pricing for what we like to call “getting the hell out of salary cap 
jail.” 

And that was in a pre-pandemic world. 
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Since then, the flat-cap environment has caused GMs to value their cap 
space like never before. 

“I was able to witness it first-hand last offseason, but cap space is more 
valuable now throughout the league than it probably ever has been 
before because it’s so rare,’’ Tampa Bay Lightning GM Julien BriseBois 
said to me last month. 

And yeah, he felt it all right. The Bolts had to offer up a 2022 second-
round pick to Ottawa in a trade involving other players and contracts on 
the eve of training camp in late December to help fix their cap problem. 
But the cut line was a second-round pick for cap relief. 

This brings us to Monday’s fun hockey deal involving Detroit and 
Washington: The Red Wings sent Anthony Mantha to the Capitals in 
exchange for Jakub Vrana, Richard Pánik, a first-round pick this year and 
a second-round pick in 2022. 

Within seconds of that deal coming out, the overwhelming reaction on 
social media was that Red Wings GM Steve Yzerman had seemingly 
robbed his counterpart, Brian MacLellan, and made the Caps GM agree 
to that trade. 

Not so fast. 

Yes, at the end of the day, of course, I think the Red Wings did well here. 
But consider that they took on Pánik’s contract, which has two more 
years at a $2.75 million AAV. That’s $5.5 million of cap space in total 
over 2021-22 and 2022-23. 

I don’t want to insult Pánik, who can still contribute to a team’s bottom 
six, but let’s not kid ourselves. The price for Washington to unload that 
deal and help unburden their salary cap situation moving forward was 
going to be high given the environment the NHL finds itself in right now. 

So look at the trade as two separate transactions: 

1. Pánik plus a draft pick to relieve the Caps of a $2.75 million AAV over 
the next two-plus years in a flat cap environment. 

2. Vrana plus a draft pick for Mantha. 

That’s exactly how I think the Capitals view this deal. And from that 
perspective, it’s not a crazy overpay at all. 

Now you decide for yourself if the first-round pick goes in Trade 1 or 
Trade 2, and where the second-round pick goes, but the point here is 
that relieving yourself of a burdensome salary cap contract is going to 
cost you either a first- or a second-round pick and that’s what happened 
here. 

Never before in the 15-year history of the salary cap has that space been 
more valued. 

It’s going to be at play again this summer. 

I mean, as far as I can tell, the reigning Stanley Cup champion Lightning 
are already over the salary cap for next season with only 14 players 
under contract. BriseBois has been brilliant managing through these 
waters over the years, first as AGM now as the big boss, and he’ll have 
his work cut out again this summer. 

But there are other teams in cap hell as well. 

My point is that you’re going to see more trades like Monday’s Detroit-
Washington deal and you’re going to need to sit back and value the cap 
space implication before you only react to the hockey side of things. 

In the meantime, the short-term broker team at the deadline is going to 
be a thing for as long as this cap stays flat. 

A year ago, the Maple Leafs made the clever decision of monetizing 
some cap space to help broker a deal that netted them a fifth-round pick. 
People took note. And this year with the flat cap, the recipe was copied 
and the results improved. 

Detroit got a fourth-round pick as a cap space broker in the David Savard 
deal while San Jose did it twice, a fourth-round pick in the Nick Foligno 
deal and a fifth-round pick in the Mattias Janmark deal. The Sharks spent 
almost no actual cash in all that, just rented out their cap space. Brilliant. 

Chicago also did well using their cap space in a deal with Florida last 
week. 

There will be more of that to come. 

But for now, I’d be more focused on that Washington-Detroit trade. That’s 
the real byproduct of how important cap space has become. 

Just wait until you see what kind of deals we have in store this summer. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' Rittich impresses under challenging 
circumstances 

 

Chris Johnston 

 

TORONTO -- It had been 20 years since an NHL goalie was acquired in 
a trade and made his first start with the new team against his old team. 

So it’s safe to assume no one has ever experienced 48 hours quite like 
these. 

David Rittich not only flew into the new city on a charter with his former 
Calgary Flames teammates, but he met most of the Toronto Maple Leafs 
just hours before playing behind them… in a game against Calgary. 

Disorienting barely even begins to describe how that felt after 130 
appearances in the flaming ‘C.’ There was enough time to apply some 
blue tape on the front of his pads, but you could still see the red on the 
back of them. 

“[The strangest moment came] in the first period when I got scared of a 
player in a blue jersey,” said Rittich. “That was probably the weirdest 
thing that could happen to me.” 

Big Save Dave played incredibly well under the circumstances, 
particularly when you factor in the nine days between starts with the 
uniqueness of the situation. He delivered a couple of key stops to help 
the Leafs secure a point before Johnny Gaudreau sealed a 3-2 Flames 
victory in overtime. 

Sheldon Keefe offered him the chance to start with the Leafs completing 
a back-to-back and wanting to rest Jack Campbell. Rittich jumped at it. 
There isn’t the benefit of an easing-in period in a compacted season like 
this one, and we are bound to see a couple of other new Leafs thrust 
directly in the fire here soon following a busy trade deadline for Kyle 
Dubas. 

Rittich managed to avoid quarantine by jumping directly from one 
Canadian bubble to another, which explains why it was worth enduring 
some friendly chirps while hitching a ride to Toronto with the Flames. He 
was acquired for a third-round pick on Sunday night, flew in Monday 
night and found himself getting snowed by Matthew Tkachuk here on 
Tuesday night. 

“Obviously it was a tough one, right?” said Rittich. “I played against my 
old team where I was for four years and I’ve got some life friends there. 
So it was a tough one. 

“The even worse thing of it is we lost in overtime.” 

Remaining Time -2:04 

Rittich should be able to build on his Maple Leafs debut 

The Leafs still have a seven-point lead over Winnipeg in the North 
Division with 13 games to play. Assuming they maintain a comfortable 
advantage, Keefe seems inclined to make use of some newfound roster 
flexibility to get rest for veterans and find opportunities for others down 
the stretch. 

On Tuesday that meant giving journeyman Scott Sabourin his Leafs 
debut in place of 37-year-old Jason Spezza, who is nursing some bumps 
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and bruises. Perhaps there will be opportunities to spell off veterans like 
Joe Thornton, Wayne Simmonds or Zach Bogosian for a game or two in 
the coming weeks. 

“We’ll see how it goes,” said Keefe, not referencing any of those players 
directly. “We’ll take it a day and a game at a time, but that is my thinking, 
yes. Both our roster and salary cap situation are different here now so we 
think that’s going to present us some opportunities that we haven’t had 
up until this point. 

“So, yeah, we will look to do that throughout.” 

There were times earlier in the year when the Leafs couldn’t recall a 
player because of how it would impact their ability to manage the cap. 
Those issues dissipated when Fredrik Andersen was placed on long-term 
injured reserve over the weekend. 

Soon Keefe will be flush with options, and he’s a coach that likes to use 
every resource at his disposal. 

Nick Foligno and Ben Hutton have started serving seven-day quarantines 
in Toronto after being acquired in trades and are due to meet the team in 
Winnipeg next week. William Nylander is also expected to be cleared 
from the NHL’s COVID-19 Protocol list in the coming days and could 
make the road trip as well. 

Remaining Time -0:43 

Rittich jokes about debut and being 'scared of players in blue jerseys' 

There really isn’t time to carve out a specific niche for everyone before 
the games truly start to matter in the playoffs, so keeping an open mind is 
going to be important. In that way Rittich set an example at Scotiabank 
Arena during his Leafs debut, making a strong first impression under 
challenging conditions. 

“I thought he looked really good in the net,” said Keefe. “I’m sure it’s a 
difficult night for him.” 

“Loves to chat. Very talkative in the room early on and settling in nicely,” 
added captain John Tavares. “I mean that’s quite the circumstances in 
the last 48 hours for him.” 

It’s an exciting time for Leafs new and old. 

The message sent from Dubas during a busy trading period where he 
added without subtracting any regulars from the lineup reverberated 
through the dressing room. 

“I mean it shows that we’re all in here,” said forward Alexander Kerfoot. 
“That they’re doing everything they can to prime us for a playoff run. 
We’ve just got to do our part. 

“Obviously there’s nothing more management can do at this point, it’s all 
on us.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 31 Thoughts: Why Taylor Hall may be more than a rental 
for Bruins 

 

Elliotte Friedman 

 

• Will Hall stick in Boston long term? 

• Jets considered at least one big deadline deal 

• Maple Leafs go all in 

Taylor Hall confirmed a lot of things on Tuesday. 

Foremost is the fact he wanted to be a Boston Bruin. During his first foray 
into unrestricted free agency, Hall flirted with Boston. The Bruins were 
interested, but told him they’d have to make moves before they could 

commit to him. Hall wasn’t comfortable with the idea of waiting, and 
wanted to lock in his next NHL home. 

So he went to Buffalo. 

Six months later, Hall is where he wanted to be, flexing his no-move 
muscle in order to get to Massachusetts. The hope is this isn’t a one-
night Tinder swipe right, but the start of a lasting, meaningful relationship. 
Father Time dictates the Bruins are ending one era and preparing to 
launch another. We will see if Hall becomes a cornerstone. 

“Unfortunately, right now, I’m not the most confident hockey player,” Hall 
said Monday. 

For all the criticism Hall receives, there’s one game from this season that 
stands out to me. On March 16, the Sabres went to New Jersey, where 
he took a Colin Miller bomb right in the face. A direct hit from a hard slap 
shot three minutes into the game. Understand, they’d lost 11 in a row, 
and this ended up being number 12. Watching the game, I thought to 
myself, “We won’t see him for awhile.” 

He was back early in the second. 

One of the theories as to why he’s now on his fifth team — and fourth in 
two seasons — is that he plays “an individual game.” As in, his 
dominance at the junior level convinced him of a way to play that doesn’t 
work in the disciplined, defensive NHL world. Maybe that’s true, and he 
has to do a better job adapting. 

But you can’t convince me this is someone who doesn’t care. Hall had 
every excuse to sit the rest of that night, and didn’t. He wants to do well, 
and I can’t imagine there’s a better group he could join at this point in his 
career. Boston’s leadership demands as much of itself as it does of 
others. 

The Bruins are betting Hall’s two per cent 2020–21 shooting is an 
aberration (he’s at 10 per cent for his career). Harvard-educated GM Don 
Sweeney revealed his nerd bonafides by using the phrase “regression to 
the mean” when discussing the trade. Also, Boston is second-last in the 
NHL in five-on-five rush goals per game. Hall’s finishing must improve to 
fix that, but he’ll create opportunities. 

Edmonton GM Ken Holland confirmed the Oilers did not make a push. I 
don’t think Toronto made a huge one, either. Aside from Boston, the 
strongest pursuers seemed to be the Islanders and Vegas, with St. Louis 
displaying a degree of interest. The Islanders initially chose the Kyle 
Palmieri/Travis Zajac duo over Hall, but tried again over the weekend. 

If anyone else really came close to getting the winger, it was the Golden 
Knights. Although the final deal was directly between Boston and Buffalo, 
other teams were approached about brokering a Vegas/Buffalo move. 
The Knights’ interest shouldn’t be a surprise. If they’ve proven anything in 
their brief history, it’s an aggressive pursuit of anyone they deem worthy. 

They made their pitch and it’s one Buffalo probably preferred. But Hall 
negotiated control and had the right to use it. This is where he wants to 
be. I wasn’t convinced the Bruins were crazy about rentals in a year 
where Tuukka Rask is hurt and things haven’t gone great on the ice. But 
this has the potential to be a long-term relationship. Hall’s job is to make 
it happen. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

31 THOUGHTS 

1. I believe Buffalo asked Boston about their two young goalies, Jeremy 
Swayman and Daniel Vladar, but the Bruins weren’t going there. 
Knowing they were Hall’s preferred destination, they could take a harder 
line. 

The Sabres’ interest in Anders Bjork isn’t a huge surprise since several 
members of Buffalo’s hockey operations have NCAA/U.S. minor hockey 
connections, including head of collegiate scouting Jerry Forton and head 
coach Don Granato. (Jason Nightingale, the team’s director of analytics 
and assistant director of scouting, was on Notre Dame’s staff before 
Bjork played there.) 
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Podcast co-host Jeff Marek says the Sabres’ terrific netminding prospect, 
Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen, is two years away, and it’s not a surprise they’d 
try to bolster the position. Buffalo held on to Linus Ullmark, even though 
he is unsigned. He’s played hard in a tough situation. Signing him is a 
priority, although the player has the hammer this close to unrestricted 
free agency. 

2. Winnipeg GM Kevin Cheveldayoff said the Jets “tried to do a few 
things that might have been big swings. But the players we targeted 
didn’t move.” I do think the Jets considered at least one big deal, but 
ultimately decided they didn’t like the price. Would have been expensive. 
One of the defencemen they asked about was Columbus’s Vladislav 
Gavrikov. It makes sense, as he’s signed for two more seasons and 
Winnipeg likes contract certainty. Good player, too. 

3. Toronto considered Conor Garland before acquiring Nick Foligno, but I 
don’t think it was ever close. There was a lot of interest in the Columbus 
captain, and the Blue Jackets knew quickly they were getting a first-
rounder for him. The Maple Leafs made it clear they valued prospects 
like 2020 first-rounder Rodion Amirov, Nick Robertson and Rasmus 
Sandin more than future prospects; their actions backed those words. 
They now have six selections in the next two drafts. They also weren’t 
interested in term, because they’ve got to try and re-sign Zach Hyman, 
which will be complicated enough without extra commitments for 2021–
22. They pushed their chips all in, their only sensible option. 

4. This is where I think it stands with Frederik Andersen: He feels he 
played hurt this year when Jack Campbell was also injured, and it 
affected his play. We won’t see him until he feels he’s completely 
recovered. 

5. Tony DeAngelo’s rejection of Montreal’s offer indicates he believes 
there’s going to be something better for him this offseason. The 
Canadiens put together something comparable for this year and next to 
what he’d lose if he terminated his contract. (Remember, the Rangers 
can buy him out for one-third of next year’s salary.) 

6. Montreal did ask about Ryan Getzlaf. They scouted him pretty intently 
this season, but I don’t believe it was ever a serious possibility. What it 
indicates is that they were trying to add. Guessing Mike Hoffman was 
one attempt, since they wanted him before he signed in St. Louis. But 
they were not willing to meet the price. 

7. If Getzlaf was going anywhere, it was Vegas. There were discussions 
(and the Ducks’ captain knew of them), but, again, I don’t think it got 
close. Anaheim made it clear they wanted a good young player, and it 
wasn’t offered to their satisfaction. 

8. Adam Gaudette and Vancouver? It’s complicated. Boston and 
Nashville looked at the young forward at different points this season, and, 
as his role didn’t grow with the Canucks, the organization knew he 
wanted a fresh start. So,I think this was coming even before the COVID 
outbreak. Was he traded because his exposure was at the heart of it? I 
can’t say that, but I do believe the situation exacerbated tensions. One 
way or another, Gaudette’s time in Vancouver was coming to a close. 

9. As I write this (Tuesday afternoon), no Canucks players have indicated 
they will opt out of the rest of the season. 

10. One NHL coach reached out because of what happened with Travis 
Green and Vancouver’s coaches. It is believed three members of the 
Canucks’ staff tested positive, and it really bothered this other coach. 

“I understand that sometimes you coach without a contract (for next 
year),” he said. “But after this situation, I believe they should be taken 
care of.” 

11. Tanner Pearson happily secured his future, saying Monday, “This is 
what I wanted from the get-go, I made that clear.” His three-year, $3.25-
million deal with the Canucks certainly affected the market. Los Angeles 
and Philadelphia completed important business with Alex Iafallo and 
Scott Laughton, respectively, and things altered in both negotiations in 
the aftermath of Pearson’s contract. The Kings conceded on term (they 
initially didn’t want to go four years), and the Flyers on salary (they were 
below $3 million per year). 

Four- and five-year deals aren’t going to be thrown around, so what we 
learned is how strongly those organizations felt about those players. Los 
Angeles indicated it wouldn’t trade Iafallo even if a contract wasn’t done. 

The Flyers did test the market on Laughton, but ultimately chose to keep 
him. 

12. Term is going to be a big battle. It was a hurdle Kyle Palmieri and 
New Jersey couldn’t get over, for example. With a flat cap coming for 
several seasons, there will be stinginess on length. 

13. The three extensions had one similarity — limited or no signing 
bonuses. Other than that, there were notable differences. Pearson’s is 
backloaded, with a $1.5-million signing bonus in the final season. Iafallo 
and Laughton’s deals have the biggest-salaried years in the middle. The 
former has no bonuses, the latter a combined $1 million over the first 
three years. Is this a trend? Teams have fought to make that answer a 
“yes” out of the pandemic, but we will see when it is time to talk with the 
franchise. 

14. Philadelphia considered Alex Goligoski from Arizona, but the Flyers 
ultimately decided it didn’t make sense. Think the Jets looked at him, too. 

15. This is purely my opinion and not anything I’ve heard, but, coming out 
of the enormous Detroit/Washington deal, does anyone ask Steve 
Yzerman about Dylan Larkin? One of the reasons Anthony Mantha and 
Jakub Vrana were traded was due to frustration with their play (and, 
especially in Vrana’s case, his own consternation at the way he was 
being used). But another key factor is that the Red Wings feel their 
rebuild will take longer than originally predicted. 

I’d written earlier about Detroit making everyone available except Larkin, 
2020 first-rounder Lucas Raymond and 2019 first-rounder Moritz Seider 
(and possibly co-leading scorer Filip Hronek). Mantha is signed for three 
more seasons, and may be out of his prime before they’re ready. Larkin 
is signed for two more. He’s their captain, and it’s not insignificant to 
consider the fan base’s reaction. If you were another team, though, and 
you liked him, the Mantha deal could give you reason to ask. 

16. One story about Vrana: the Washington Capitals woke up on June 5, 
2018, with a 3–1 lead in the Stanley Cup Final. There were two days off 
before Game 5, and all regulars were excused from practice. Vrana was 
the only one to skate. I asked him why. He said it was because he 
needed to practise scoring. He was 12 games without a goal at that time. 
Vrana then scored the first goal of the Cup-clinching Game 5. It’s always 
about that extra edge. 

17. Edmonton was in on Patrik Nemeth before Colorado got him. 

18. The Avalanche looked into David Rittich before going to Devan 
Dubnyk. 

19. Pittsburgh considered Zajac before he went to the Islanders. 

20. Jeff Carter was an interesting get for the Penguins, because he’d 
declined at least two previous opportunities over the past couple of 
seasons. Both Arizona and Philadelphia expressed interest, but he 
preferred to stay in Los Angeles. So there was some surprise he 
accepted this one; credit to the Penguins for appealing to him. 

The two-time Stanley Cup champion has another season remaining on 
his contract, and it will be interesting to see where this goes. If he retires, 
Columbus (where he previously played), Los Angeles and Pittsburgh 
would have to deal with a “cap recapture” issue from the backdiving 
nature of his 12-year deal. The Blue Jackets would lose $551,000 from 
their cap and Los Angeles $3.1 million (although they have plenty of 
space), while the Penguins would actually get a benefit of almost 
$400,000. Allow me to use this space to state that retroactively punishing 
teams for already-signed deals is ridiculous. 

21. We will count the two late-night Sunday deals because they’re close 
enough, so, on deadline day, eight of the 29 players dealt had contracts 
for next season (Anders Bjork, Madison Bowey, Carter, Haydn Fleury, 
Matthew Highmore, Curtis Lazar, Mantha and Richard Panik). Some of 
those deals are about the expansion draft, but it’s actually a higher 
number than I thought it would be. Behind the scenes, there’s been 
plenty of groundwork done on the possibility of moving those with term in 
the offseason. Two teams that would be most active in terms of 
preparation would be Calgary and Philadelphia. 

22. I openly admitted on-air to not knowing much about Emil Heineman, 
Florida’s second-rounder traded to Calgary in the Sam Bennett deal. 
Revealing the true power of television, I received several text messages 
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with useful scouting reports indicating he’s a legit prospect who drives 
opponents crazy. I don’t watch prospects like Sam Cosentino does, so I 
appreciate the intel. 

23. Dallas not trading Jamie Oleksiak makes me think the Stars are 
along the road to re-sign him. There are expansion-draft implications, but 
if they thought it was not possible, he’d be somewhere else. 

24. UMass defenceman Zac Jones, leaving school after a national 
championship to join the Rangers (who drafted him 68th in 2019), 
eschewed performance bonuses to make his route to the NHL easier on 
cap-tight New York. Nick Robertson and Rasmus Sandin did the same 
thing for Toronto, and it definitely helped them in the short term. The 
other factor I didn’t realize was that Jones can earn more in base salary 
than normal because he will be a pro for a month. Usually, an NCAA 
player arrives so late in the season there are only a few days of salary. 
(Days are also worth more this season, because there are fewer this 
year.) Smart all around. 

25. New Jersey GM Tom Fitzgerald went with one of Brian Burke’s rules 
when it came to Ryan Murray. Fitzgerald was straightforward about why 
he didn’t trade Murray: “I just didn’t feel that the offers were something of 
value to us as an organization, to take another veteran out of this lineup,” 
he said. 

I always looked at it as a team should try to get something out of nothing, 
but Burke said that if you cave at the last minute, other GMs will always 
believe you’ll do it again in the future. 

26. Courtesy The Athletic’s Corey Masisak, Andreas Johnsson is the 
oldest remaining forward on New Jersey’s roster. He’s 26. That’s crazy. It 
feels like his NHL career began last week. 

27. St. Louis GM Doug Armstrong held tight, saying post-deadline that 
climbing back into the West Division playoff race convinced him not to 
sell. 

“Certainly the play of the last three games and being in a playoff spot 
today was a reflection of really deciding to stand pat with this group,” he 
said. 

An opening-round matchup with Colorado or Vegas would be an 
enormous challenge. Armstrong considered selling big in 2019; he 
actually sent out a pretty famous pre-Christmas trade memo, then 
changed his mind. I’d remember that, too. 

28. Nashville GM David Poile on Mattias Ekholm: “My next conversation 
with Mattias will be after this year about how he thinks he fits into the 
future of this hockey club and whether he would like to be here longer, 
not whether we want to trade him.” 

Poile also said he would not lose Ekholm in the expansion draft. 

The other Predator I’m wondering about is Mikael Granlund. Player and 
team re-united late in free agency, and it’s been mutually beneficial. As 
Nashville climbed to control its playoff destiny, Granlund played some of 
the best hockey of his career. They needed it, too, as Matt Duchene, Filip 
Forsberg and surging Eeli Tolvanen went down. If the Predators wanted 
to, Granlund could be extended at any time. 

29. Two interesting 1,000-games adds this week. Jordan Staal scored 29 
goals in his rookie season. The next year, he had two at the end of 
December. He was still eligible for the World Juniors and I asked Ray 
Shero, then Pittsburgh’s GM, if there was any chance he’d loan Staal for 
that event. Shero looked at me like I was insane and said, “No way. He’s 
an NHL player.” 

When he was traded to Carolina, I can’t imagine he envisioned there 
would be fewer than four seasons with brother Eric and none with Marc. 
This year, at 32, his .77 points per game is on track to be the second-
best of his career. The Penguins used to say he was the strongest player 
in the organization. He still uses that power to affect games. He’s a lot of 
who the Hurricanes are: understated, under-appreciated, but extremely 
effective. 

30. The other is Milan Lucic. He has to be one of the only rookies in 
recent memory who got his own room on the road, because his snoring 
was so bad — no one wanted to be near him. 

Lucic was the quintessential Bruin. Obviously, with a great player like a 
McDavid or a Matthews, the game changes every time they step on the 
ice. At Lucic’s peak, one NHLer told me he and Shea Weber were the 
only two who changed the game in another meaningful way — if you let 
them hit you, you’d regret it. 

Lucic has been through a lot. It might surprise people to know this, but 
he’s a thinker and sensitive. A ton of people who care about him are 
thrilled to see him get to 1,000. He did it the hard way. 

31. One podcast this week — the deadline wrap-up that came out early 
today. We are going to take a break and not have a second one. But we 
will be back with two next week, including a fun idea for Monday’s drop. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' compressed schedule gives Highmore, Bowey 
extra opportunities 

 

Iain MacIntyre April 13, 2021, 7:41 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – We’ve seen “Bubble” Demko. Now the Vancouver 
Canucks are hoping to see Bubble Highmore. 

Goalie Thatcher Demko launched himself into this breakthrough season 
with a brilliant three-game cameo in the playoff bubble in Edmonton last 
summer. That performance convinced the Canucks they could afford to 
let starting goalie Jacob Markstrom leave in free agency last fall. And 
when Demko seized the No. 1 job this season and proved September 
was not a fluke, the team rewarded him with a five-year, $25-million-US 
contract extension. 

By National Hockey League standards, Matthew Highmore will probably 
never be rich. But he’d like a career, and channelling the best parts of his 
own nine-game run with the Chicago Blackhawks in the Edmonton 
bubble could help him earn one with the Vancouver Canucks. 

Playing on Chicago’s energy line with Ryan Carpenter and David Kampf, 
the speedy Highmore co-led the Blackhawks with three even-strength 
playoff goals sprinkled among his 14 hits over the nine playoff games. 
That rare glimpse of offence from Highmore is partly why the Canucks 
took a chance on him at Monday’s trade deadline when Vancouver 
handed Adam Gaudette to Chicago. 

“I thought I took a good step towards being a player that I want to be,” 
Highmore, an undrafted 25-year-old, said Tuesday on Zoom during Day 
1 of his week-long travel quarantine in Vancouver. “A lot of it was 
keeping my game simple, playing hard and feeling comfortable in the 
league. That was kind of the next step for me. I felt I was just more 
mature and certainly more ready to play, just being comfortable in the 
situation.” 

He probably hasn’t felt very comfortable lately. Highmore was a healthy 
scratch in nine of his final 12 games with the Blackhawks, and left 
Chicago with just two assists in 24 games this season while averaging 
8:50 of ice time. The winger from Halifax hasn’t scored since a second-
round series goal against the Vegas Golden Knights in August. 

But the Canucks saw enough in Highmore to select him over other 
“prospects” offered by the Blackhawks when Vancouver general 
manager Jim Benning ended his months-long search for a landing spot 
for Gaudette, the 24-year-old who scored 33 points last season but has 
just four goals and three assists in 33 games this year. 

Sportsnet insider Elliotte Friedman said on an episode of the 31 
Thoughts podcast Tuesday that Gaudette had become unhappy in 
Vancouver, something Benning hinted at Monday when he explained the 
trade as a fresh start for Gaudette and the “right time for both parties to 
move on.” 

“I think Gaudette was ready to go,” Friedman said. “I think he felt his 
career was stagnating in Vancouver and he was ready to move on, and I 
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think the Canucks were obviously ready to accommodate him and they 
did.” 

Although the Canucks started trade calls on Gaudette in the off-season 
after he was unhappy about being healthy-scratched in seven of 
Vancouver’s 17 playoff games and being moved back to the wing from 
centre, Friedman said the player’s status as Patient Zero in Vancouver’s 
current COVID-19 crisis was a contributing factor to the trade. 

“I just think that this whole last couple of weeks has put an enormous 
strain on the franchise,” Friedman said. “I just look at it and it’s hard to 
believe the past couple of weeks didn’t accelerate an already unhappy 
player’s departure.” 

Remaining Time -3:57 

Nobody could fault the Canucks if they said this is just too much 

Neither Highmore nor defenceman Madison Bowey, and other fringe 
player Benning acquired Monday in a separate deal with the Blackhawks, 
is unhappy. Quite the opposite. 

Handed by the NHL a post-COVID-19 schedule of 19 games in 31 days 
with six back-to-backs, starting Friday, the Canucks are going to need all 
the fully healthy, enthusiastic players they can find. Bowey and Highmore 
are going to get a chance to play. 

Highmore split the last three seasons between the NHL and American 
League. 

Despite what appeared to be a solid season last year in Detroit, where 
Bowey had 17 points and averaged 17:54 of ice time over 53 games, the 
defenceman signed as a free agent with the Blackhawks and has spent 
nearly all of this year practising on Chicago’s taxi squad. Bowey has 
played just two NHL and two AHL games this season. 

“It was challenging mentally,” Bowey, a former second-round pick of the 
Washington Capitals, told reporters during a stopover in Dallas on his 
way to Vancouver. “But in the end, that just... makes you stronger, makes 
you more prepared and more excited to get that good opportunity. That's 
what's happening here and I'm very, very thrilled and looking forward to 
it. 

“I've been healthy. I've been fortunate enough to not come down with a 
virus since it came out. I'm very fresh, obviously, only playing four games 
this year. I feel great, my body feels great and I'm just looking forward to 
that -- using all that energy and that that built-up emotion.” 

Neither player expressed concern about joining the Canucks as they 
emerge this week from their COVID-19 shutdown. 

“What has kind of transpired here is terrible,” Highmore said. “I feel so 
bad for the guys. It's one of those things that throughout the season, 
we're just going to have to kind of adapt through it. With all the health and 
safety protocols, I feel very safe coming into this environment. 

“It's been a crazy year. I think every team has had to adapt to different 
scenarios. Certainly 19 games and 30-odd days is going to be a 
challenge, but it's just kind of the way the season has went for every 
team. You just kind of ride with the ebbs and flows.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Lucic turns back clock with complete performance 
in 1,000th game 

 

Eric Francis April 13, 2021, 11:56 PM 

 

A mere 999 games after opening his career with a premeditated fight 
against Brad Winchester, Milan Lucic had a hunch the same script was 
about to unfold. 

With Scott Sabourin inserted into the Leafs lineup for the first time this 
season, and itching to make an impression, Lucic happily obliged. 

“Funny, when I saw him in the lineup I knew there was probably 100 per 
cent chance he was going to ask me to fight,” said the beaming 32-year-
old at the conclusion of a 1,000th game that was as memorable as his 
first. 

“They’d just scored, and I said ‘yes.’ It’s another one of those 
premeditated ones I guess.” 

The Flames winger ended the fight with an impressive knockdown and a 
cut over his right brow that did little to dampen the backyard celebration 
his wife and three young kids had with a small group of friends to 
celebrate daddy’s day. 

The bout was the 78th of his career, coming 10 minutes into a game in 
which he’d helped the Flames open the scoring with a world-class pass 
to Juuso Valimaki. 

It set the stage for what could have been his fourth Gordie Howe hat 
trick, the last coming in 2012. 

“I just wish I didn’t miss the net on the shift before the fight, otherwise I 
would have had the Gordie in three shifts,” smiled the 14-year veteran. “It 
would have been nice - a cool storyline. It’s a great achievement and it 
makes it even better when you get a huge win.” 

Remaining Time -0:46 

Lucic celebrates 1000th game with fight against Sabourin 

On a night when Flames fans tuned in to follow significant storylines 
involving his milestone and David Rittich’s Toronto debut, it was Lucic 
whose club helped author the better finish thanks to an overtime beauty 
by Johnny Gaudreau. 

In alone on Rittich thanks to a nifty play by Elias Lindholm, Gaudreau put 
on a clinic that ended with a forehand deke that spoiled Rittich’s 
whirlwind evening. 

Asked if the former Flames backup had seen the move before, Gaudreau 
smiled. 

“I don’t know -- we had a couple shootouts in the last few practices 
before the deadline there and I scored a couple on him, so I felt 
comfortable there,” said Gaudreau following the 3-2 win. “I don’t normally 
go to my forehand and I think I kind of fooled him a little bit there.” 

Remaining Time -1:20 

Gaudreau fakes out Rittich for overtime winner 

Flipping over unto his belly before scrambling up to skate briskly off the 
ice in defeat, the back of Rittich’s Flames pads and gloves flashed of red. 
His mask and the piping on the front of his pads and blocker had been 
tactfully covered by Leafs blue that had been applied hours before his 
start. 

In a rare move aimed at keeping him in the NHL’s bubble, the colourful 
Czech netminder had flown to Toronto on the Flames’ charter flight. 

“There was definitely some fun happening there, as far as pokes and 
jabs,” said Lucic of the somewhat awkward carriage of convenience 
following Rittich’s trade to Toronto Sunday night for a third-round pick. 

“Obviously with the circumstances, you don’t really experience something 
like that before, flying with an ex-teammate or someone from another 
team. It was kind of nice and cool to have him around and wish him a 
proper goodbye.” 

The ever-popular Rittich concurred. 

“It was OK -- a lot of chirps there,” he said of the commute. “Some guys 
didn’t hold back, I expect that. But at least I had a chance to say goodbye 
to all of them.” 

Remaining Time -0:31 

Flames and Maple Leafs honour Lucic for reaching 1,000 games played 

When they all reconvened at Scotiabank Arena Tuesday night it was 
friends off, as a Matthew Tkachuk snow job was answered with a Rittich 
whack to the legs of the man who used to punctuate every Rittich win 
with a leap into the netminder’s arms. 
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“If you know him, he does that a lot,” said Rittich, nonplussed. “So it 
didn’t surprise me. He’s a great player and he’s hard in front of the net.” 

Asked if he wondered if he’d have to step in for a few words with Rittich, 
Lucic laughed. 

“I think Ritter is smart enough to stay away from me,” he said. 

As part of a day that opened with all his teammates wearing 1000CH t-
shirts and hats, the Flames gave Lucic the rookie treatment with a solo 
lap to open warmup. 

“It’s funny, it’s something me and (Mark Giordano) talked about last 
night,” said Lucic, whose club raced off to Montreal after the game for the 
first of five remaining dates against Montreal Wednesday. “It wasn’t really 
a thing when I was a rookie to get the single lap, so I never got to do it. 
So we thought no better time to do it than tonight.” 

Another nod to Lucic saw every Flames player take part in warmup sans 
buckets. 

“A great teammate, a guy a lot of us in our locker room look up to,” said 
Gaudreau, whose club is now six points back of Montreal, which has 
three games in hand. “So to be a part of his 1,000th game and get a win 
for him was a great night.” 

Let’s see what Lucic and his merry men do for an encore. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Two sentences on every trade made in the 48 hours 
before NHL’s deadline 

 

justin-bourne April 13, 2021, 12:34 PM 

 

With the trade deadline officially in our wake, let’s take a quick look back 
at what happened before powering on towards the post-season. As you’d 
expect with the flat salary cap in a weird pandemic-tinged year, it was a 
relatively inactive deadline compared to most years. 

In the '80s the trade deadline wasn’t a huge thing, with most seasons 
offering up about 5-6 deals (there was just one in 1982-83). Over the 
past 30 years though, you can see action really picked up (thanks to 
@SNStats for this). 

This past year saw the fewest players traded since 1999-2000, with 
roughly half as much action the previous season. 

Since this would be a brutal slog to go deep on every deal, let’s go 
through and briefly touch each trade with two sentences each. Let’s get 
into it. 

This was one of a number of deadline deals that look win-win, as the 
Blue Jackets got something for a guy they were gonna pay to get nothing 
back from for the rest of the season. For the Leafs, Nash was a perfectly-
shaped puzzle piece for the picture they’re building, allowing them to get 
deeper into LTIR while likely being healthy when they need him, and able 
to fill a roster hole (defensive centre depth) when he does return. 

By basically any statistical tool you use to measure it (or just the eye-
test), the Avs are an absolute force, and my personal Cup favourite at 
this point. They acted like it at the deadline too, supplementing the 
players that make them great with reliable players at the fringes, and 
Nemeth fits that bill as someone who prioritizes defence and the D-zone 
rather than being a guy who needs the puck or a huge role. 

The Sabres plunged us into a world where it’s almost impossible to tease 
out who exactly was responsible for their tire fire (here I refer to the tire 
fire on the ice, as I’m sure some fans are screaming about the Pegulas 
somewhere), and whose stats/play suffered because they were around it. 
Montour seems like a good bet as a guy who suffered being around it, 
and in a smaller role on a good team, it’s not hard to see him finding his 
game and contributing positively. 

I love this pick up for the Avs, because while I don’t know exactly what 
Devan Dubnyk is as an NHL goalie at this point, I do know he’s been a 
great one at times, and I believe he could be great for a stretch of play 
again. If you’re hoping to win the Cup – the year after goalie depth 
contributed to submarining your chances – I like the idea of taking a 
chance with a guy who almost certainly has the ability to carry the load 
over a smaller stretch of time if he’s called upon in the post-season. 

Much like Colorado and Toronto, Tampa Bay recognizes that its window 
is now, and was willing to sacrifice the future for a better chance to hoist 
Lord Stanley’s grail yet again. In a salary cap world, extending your years 
of contention almost always come at the cost of future pain (see: Chicago 
and LA), and Tampa is rightly accepting of that. 

Finally I have a window here to heap appreciation on moves like this. In a 
year where minimal scouting was done and the draft is more uncertain 
than ever, adding mid-round draft picks (where real value compared to 
most years could fall) makes a ton of sense, and could pan out 
wonderfully (and at the end of the day, teams like the Devils need legit 
NHL players, and can offer them more opportunity). 

There go the Red Wings, stacking picks for assets that aren’t going to 
matter to them by the time they expect to be competitive for a Cup in like 
three or four seasons. For the Habs, Merrill makes them marginally better 
in a year where just about anything can happen, but it’s not an 
overwhelmingly meaningful addition or cost here. 

A funny thing about being good is how it makes you better, given other 
players actually want to play on good teams, as evidenced by Foligno 
waiving his no-trade for the chance to play for the Leafs. The cost isn’t 
cheap, but this is an undisputed “go for it” year for the Leafs, and Foligno 
– like Nash – is a puzzle piece that perfectly suits their needs; he can PK 
(and they need PKers), protect leads (they don’t have many defensive 
forwards), and play physical and in the blue paint (two areas the Leafs 
were light on, too). 

Remaining Time -2:45 

Dubas on addressing Maple Leafs' needs without dealing away 
prospects 

The Bruins treated the deadline like they were shopping for needed 
ingredients at the grocery store, and the transactions weren’t overly 
difficult. “We’ll take a little bit of help on D, here’s your third rounder, 
please bag that up and we’ll be on our way.” 

The Leafs problem with their goaltending situation is that they can’t play 
multiple guys at once, and so one of their guys is not only going to have 
to be healthy, but is also going to have to play well too. Maybe Freddie 
Andersen can be both healthy/good, maybe Campbell can be 
healthy/good, or maybe it’s Rittich, but whatever the case, it made sense 
to bring in another guy with the potential to be both given the stakes for 
the Leafs this season. 

“The Isles get big strong veteran depth on D for cheap” is just about the 
most Lou Lamiorello sentence ever written. The Isles have an identity, 
and they are leaned all the way into it. 

Another example of the Bruins just grocery shopping, as they saw 
themselves as a team in need of someone who can create dangerous 
scoring chances, so they went to the “dangerous scoring chance 
creators” aisle and picked up a really good one. They lucked out a bit that 
Hall had them on a short list of teams he wanted to play for, but I 
mentioned this a few moments ago with the Leafs and Foligno; when 
you’re a good team, players want to play for you, and that’s an earned 
reward of being good. 

Remaining Time -3:24 

Despite down year, Hall can bring extra offence to Bruins 

For teams undeniably in their Cup window (and until Crosby/Malkin are 
gone the Pens will be considered as such), I’m pretty blasé about the 
cost of years-later mid-round draft picks as it’s just a cost of taking runs. I 
don’t know how much Jeff Carter has left in the tank, but he’ll surely be 
invigorated by this opportunity, and adding big strong vets with the ability 
to shoot the puck in the net heading into playoffs is generally a good 
idea. 
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A takeaway of mine from spending two seasons on a coaching staff in 
the AHL was “man, nobody really knows all the complications that come 
with dealing with all the personalities on a hockey team,” and this trade 
reminds me of that. I don’t know if something was up behind the scenes 
with Gaudette and the Canucks (like he wasn’t getting enough 
opportunity?) but he’s certainly the bigger name moving here (though I 
should note I like Highmore’s energy and fit from a role perspective on 
Vancouver), and it’s not expressly clear to me why this was the abrupt 
end of the relationship. 

The Oilers win “weirdest deadline” for me, as they have those two prime-
aged Hart-winning superstars and a legitimate chance this year, and 
chose to add all of … Dmitry Kulikov, who’s fine, and makes them maybe 
one per cent better? It’s weird that they didn’t do more, but it does occur 
to me to harken back to the “good teams get good players because good 
players want to play on good teams” conversation, as if Taylor Hall 
wanted to return to Edmonton (and if they were very good maybe he 
would’ve), maybe they would’ve pulled the trigger on that? 

You need D-depth on a long playoff run, and it’s clear Tampa has real 
designs on that. I’m not going to pretend to know whether Magnus 
Chrona is a real person or maybe just a fancy watch but I’m told he’s a 
goaltender and San Jose could certainly use one of those. 

Mattias Janmark is a perfect pick-up for a Vegas team that’s one of a 
handful of Cup-or-bust teams in the NHL this season. He can play a role 
that’s suited to tighter defensive playoff hockey and should be able to 
help them when Vegas is inevitably up against the high-flying Avalanche 
in the second round (oh, and good for Chicago for getting that return, 
too). 

Another luxury for an already-good team is being able to add players who 
make you one per cent better, and that actually mattering (how fun), 
given those final few percentage points are the toughest ones to find 
once you get good. The Blackhawks made some good moves with an 
eye to the future this deadline, but the Avs are certainly improved today 
by adding Soderberg. 

I feel like just about everyone Bill Zito has added since he took over the 
Panthers reinforces how easy he thought they were to play against when 
he was with Columbus. Radko Gudas is one example, Sam Bennett 
another, as he seems intent on making them a team that plays hard and 
cares, to go with their quality top-end talent. 

Remaining Time -2:20 

Flames cashed in on Bennett’s playoff reputation in trade with Panthers 

Maybe after Victor Mete got picked up on waivers Montreal figured they 
needed to replace him with another warm body who can do offensive 
things. With Merrill coming in too, it seems they wanted to shore up their 
D-depth in Montreal, but this is fairly uninspiring (at least the cost was 
just a seventh). 

As the Lightning and Islanders did, the Leafs went after some big veteran 
D-depth hoping for a playoff run. I’m not sure if he’ll start in the Leafs six 
in the post-season if everyone is healthy, but he’s likely the next guy in, 
and you’d feel good about his ability to hang in bottom pair minutes (it 
doesn’t hurt that he also checks the “good guy in the room” box the Leafs 
seem to have pursued so hard this past year). 

The Leafs message to free agent talents in Russia and the world over is 
clear, “Come to Toronto, you’ll get a legitimate shot to perform, and you’ll 
get more exposure here than you would anywhere else, and if it doesn’t 
work out here, we’ll move you to another NHL team for another crack at 
the league.” Sometimes it works (Zaitsev got paid, Mikheyev is a Leafs 
mainstay), and when it doesn’t, everyone seems to be able to move on 
amicably. 

Gudbranson is on his last NHL legs these days, as a tough defender who 
gives it his all. But at some point team after team has concluded it isn’t 
working, so I’m not sold the Preds get better here. 

Raffl is an average NHL forward at this point, more or less unremarkable, 
but when you’re a veteran team hoping to make a deep playoff run like 
the Caps, you can see why having an extra one or two of those on hand 
makes some sense. The cost was small, but good for Philly for getting 
something before likely losing him for nothing in a couple months. 

The Jets are my personal deadline disappointment team, as they have a 
really fun group up front and a really great goalie tandem, but failed to 
improve their team in any meaningful way. Their obvious weak spot was 
on D, and while Benn is an NHL defencemen, he gives up more than he 
creates the other way, which is the precise opposite of what they needed. 

Full credit to Yzerman, as Mantha is a hugely valuable player, but his age 
doesn’t line up with what they see as their window of Cup pursuit (he’ll 
likely be in decline by the time they’re legit Cup hopefuls). And so, he 
maxed out Mantha’s value in a return, bringing back great picks and a 
player in Vrana who’s had strong per-minute stats for years, only the 
Caps refused to give him minutes. 

Remaining Time -2:22 

Mantha brings plenty of positives to Capitals 

The Blackhawks move up a round for giving up on a project in Bowey. 
For the Canucks, a talented long shot in need of an opportunity is 
probably worth dropping a draft round for, just to see if putting him in a 
position to succeed brings results out of his potential. 

This is a fit thing for the Hurricanes. Fleury seems like the player with 
more potential (and name cache), but Hakanpaa better suits them by 
being a right shot, a little more physical, a PK guy, and likely a little 
cheaper if you look towards their contract negotiations to come. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL trade deadline winners and losers: Bruins get bargain 
deal on Hall 

Remaining Time -3:02 

Why Taylor Hall was the biggest winner on Trade Deadline Day 

The Hockey Central panel recaps the biggest trade on Deadline Day, the 
Taylor Hall trade from Buffalo to Boston, delving deep into why this move 
could wipe out anything that has happened to Hall so far this season. 

 

Ryan Dixon April 13, 2021, 10:59 AM 

 

Acquiring Erik Gudbranson certainly won’t put the Nashville Predators 
over the top, but his move to Tennessee does clinch one fact: This was 
definitely the weirdest trade deadline season in a long time. 

Everything is off-kilter in this condensed year where you don’t play 75 per 
cent of the other NHL teams, players moving from the U.S. to Canada 
have to quarantine and everybody knows there will be no salary cap-
bump to provide extra breathing room for years to come. 

That said, the single weirdest thing that happened in the past month was 
serious Nashville players like Mattias Ekholm, Filip Forsberg and Ryan 
Ellis going from the top of every website’s trade board to the Predators — 
now fairly comfortably in a Central Division playoff spot — becoming soft 
buyers when they went out and spent a 2023 seventh-rounder on some 
blue-line depth in the form Gudbranson, formerly of the Ottawa Senators. 

Funny how a 12-3-0 mark since the middle of March changes things. 

Beyond Nashville’s stunning transformation, there was also the peculiar 
fact that a No. 1-overall pick who won a Hart Trophy three years ago and 
hasn’t turned 30 yet failed to return his team a first-round pick. Then 
again, 429 NHLers have more goals than Taylor Hall’s two this year — 
talk about oddities — so maybe the Buffalo Sabres did well to get what 
they could from the Boston Bruins, especially given the influence Hall 
could exert through his no-trade clause. 

Clearly there’s a lot to sort through and we better get right to it since 
there’s another unique wrinkle that makes this deadline stand out — it’s 
happening only a month before the actual playoffs start, at which point 
we get to find out whose moves really paid off. 

Winners 
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Boston Bruins 

This was a buy-low opportunity on Hall the B’s couldn’t pass up. It 
already sounds like, if things go well at all, there’s potential for the 
relationship to extend past Hall’s ability to hit the open market this 
summer. Boston has made a few plays to increase secondary scoring in 
the past handful of years, but the team has yet to hit on anything that 
could really take the pressure off the over-worked top line of Patrice 
Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak. Hall said Monday that 
one of the reasons he wants to go to Boston is so he doesn’t have to 
worry about being “the guy.” It was refreshing honesty from a person who 
doesn’t necessarily fit the stereotype of a chest-thumping, Alpha athlete. 
If he can slide in and find a seam to do his thing, this could be one heck 
of a pickup for GM Don Sweeney, who surrendered a second-rounder 
and Anders Bjork to get Hall (and Curtis Lazar) from Buffalo. 

Smooth-skating Mike Reilly, scooped up from Ottawa, also adds a little 
depth to the blue line. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

The off-season departures of Kevin Shattenkirk and Zach Bogosian 
created a dearth of right-shooting options on Tampa’s blue line. Enter 
David Savard, a rugged defenceman who is perfectly suited to a long 
playoff grind. Bolts GM Julien BriseBois brought in old friend Steve 
Yzerman from Detroit to eat half the portion of Savard’s salary that was 
left after Columbus swallowed the initial 50 per cent. Savard can play in 
Tampa’s top four and that’s worth surrendering a 2021 first-rounder. 

Central Division Sellers 

The Jackets wound up with two first-rounders after GM Jarmo 
Kekalainen was done wheeling and dealing with contenders Tampa and 
Toronto; Detroit pocketed five draft picks — including a first and second 
in the splashy move that shipped Anthony Mantha to Washington — and 
the Hawks’ willingness to take on salary landed them a couple of 
prospects from the Panthers organization to go along with second- and 
third-round selections gained in the swap that sent Mattias Janmark to 
Vegas via salary-retaining San Jose. Good work by all those teams in 
what everyone acknowledged was a buyers’ market. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

This isn’t about any coup executed by GM Kyle Dubas on deadline day; 
it’s a reflection of the fact the man made good on his word — he’s been 
saying the Leafs are all in for weeks — by paying significant prices to 
acquire pieces he believes will help. There is surely some overlap 
between the Leafs’ path and that of the defending champions from 
Tampa Bay. After years of disappointment, the Bolts went out and got 
some snarl at the 2020 deadline in the form of Blake Coleman and 
Barclay Goodrow. That’s the mould Nick Foligno fits. Throw in 
defenceman Ben Hutton and goalie David Rittich as security blankets at 
key positions and it was a good day for the Buds. 

Losers 

The Canadian Middle Class 

I won’t roast either Edmonton or Winnipeg for not addressing key areas 
of need because prices tend to get exorbitant on deadline day and 
sometimes you’re just not in a position to pay them. Jets GM Kevin 
Cheveldayoff surrendered first-rounders at the 2018 and ’19 deadlines, 
so he’s obviously not afraid to pull the trigger when there’s a fit. That 
said, defence is a throbbing weakness on an otherwise strong Jets squad 
and slotting in Jordie Benn from Vancouver isn’t going to tip the balance 
of power in the North. 

Edmonton, meanwhile, added former Jet Dmitry Kulikov (from New 
Jersey) to its back end. That’s a tidy bit of business, but the Oilers are 
more in need of help on the flanks to balance out the forward lines. 

Remaining Time -0:44 

Cheveldayoff talks why Jets held off on blockbuster trades 

Every East Division Contender 

I guess this technically means Boston is a winner and a loser. The 
Bruins, Penguins, Capitals and Islanders all made nice additions in 
deadline season — making the path out of this Group of Death that much 

harder. Kyle Palmieri already has his first goal as an Islander; Anthony 
Mantha goes from toiling on a bottom-feeder to being a top-six guy for a 
powerhouse in Washington; Jeff Carter slots in as an experienced 3C in 
Pittsburgh and we already covered what Hall can do for Boston. 

Good luck, everybody. 

You and I 

We won’t spend too much time carping about this being a bit of a 
deadline dud, but fans and media get so stoked for what could be, that 
it’s inevitably a little disappointing when nothing extremely out-of-the-blue 
or really juicy happens. Then again, as noted, we only have a few weeks 
to wait until the madness of the first-round hits, so buckle up and enjoy 
the shortened stretch drive. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Ahead of 1,000th game, Lucic reflects on journey from 
obscurity to NHL glory 

 

Eric Francis April 13, 2021, 11:24 AM 

 

Math was never one of Milan Lucic’s favourite subjects, especially after 
Ms. Agadachi took time out of her Grade 10 class to throw some oddly 
specific stats his way. 

“She showed me the population of the world and the statistics of how 
many people end up making the NHL, basically trying to give me the 
reality of the situation,” recalled the 32-year-old Flames winger of a 
memorable exchange 17 years ago at Vancouver’s Killarney Secondary. 

“I don’t want to say she doubted me, but I kind of just smiled and laughed 
at her and said, ‘Well, somebody’s got to make it.’” 

Against all odds, he was convinced he’d be that ‘somebody.’ 

“I was always the kid who believed in myself, regardless of not getting 
drafted in the WHL or playing for the best organizations or team as a kid,” 
said Lucic, reflecting on the ride that led to his 14-year NHL career. 

“Whenever anyone asked me, ‘What are you going to be when you grow 
up?’ There was only one answer. I never had a backup plan.” 

Turns out he didn’t need one, as East Vancouver’s biggest dreamer will 
hit a nice round number Tuesday in Toronto when he plays his 1,000th 
NHL game. 

Much like he remembers that schoolroom exchange, it’s hardly surprising 
the man with the encyclopedic mind can vividly remember his very first 
game, played in Dallas as a 19-year-old. 

“I remember seeing Mike Modano wheeling around with his hair flowing 
on the other side, thinking, ‘Wow, I’m really about to play in the NHL,’” 
chuckled Lucic, who was sure he’d soon be sent down to re-join the 
Vancouver Giants to defend the Memorial Cup. 

“We lost 4-1. I played six minutes. I fought Brad Winchester, that was the 
highlight of the day. It was one of those premeditated ones where you’re 
like, ‘Wanna go?’ I felt like if I fought it would give me the best chance to 
stick in the NHL. A lot of people might not know this, but I fought three 
times in five pre-season games, then four times in the first 10 games. 
That’s seven times in 15 games." (See, his math is fine). 

“Actually, it was really funny, my last year in Boston (coach) Claude 
(Julien) told me if I didn’t hold my own the way I did in those 15 games 
and seven fights, they would have sent me back to junior. Say what you 
want about fighting, for me it was a big reason why I made and stuck in 
the NHL. I’m happy I did it and would have no problem doing it again if 
that’s what it took.” 

Whatever it takes is what Lucic has always been willing to do. 
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Given his rugged approach to the game, Lucic is very much unlike most 
of the 350 people who have previously hit the NHL’s century mark. He is 
one the league’s perennial hit leaders who has dropped the gloves 77 
times while adding 537 points. 

Numbers even Ms. Agadachi should appreciate. 

His six-foot-three, 231-pound frame is an inch or two shorter than it 
should be due to Scheuermann’s Disease, a hunched back condition 
discovered when he was in his mid-teens. It was right around that time 
the big kid from his tiny, Tier 2 association in a rugged part of town was 
overlooked in the WHL’s bantam draft. 

“Devastating — I honestly felt like my hockey life and career and dreams 
were over that day,” said Lucic, who was soon buoyed by invites to six 
different WHL camps and thoughts of going the U.S. college route. 

Alas, after a looksee, Kamloops coach Dean Clark told Lucic he wasn’t 
Blazers material, leaving the feisty son of Serbian immigrants with 
nothing but a walk-on tryout with the Junior B Delta Ice Hawks. 

“He showed up in camp and the first thing you see is this big guy, and 
every time he stepped on the ice he gave his heart and could do 
everything,” said Ice Hawks coach Shane Kuss. 

“We thought, ‘This might be a guy to put with two of our highly skilled 
vets,’ and from there he took the ball and ran with it. I remember one 
game he had a couple goals early on against a tough, older team and a 
guy challenged him, and (Lucic) beat him up pretty good. I looked at my 
assistant coach and said, ‘Well, he’s not going to be here very long.’ We 
knew he’d move up pretty quick from there. Little did we know two years 
after playing with us, he’d be in the NHL.” 

Well before Christmas he jumped to the Coquitlam Express of the B.C. 
Junior League and capped the year by debuting with the WHL’s Giants. It 
was there he won a Memorial Cup in his hometown as tourney MVP and 
was a second-round pick of the Boston Bruins. 

His days of toiling in obscurity were well past him. 

Remaining Time -0:58 

Lucic looks back at his first NHL game with Bruins 

It was in Boston where he’d continue defying the odds to be a Stanley 
Cup champion and 30-goal scorer with one of the league’s winningest 
franchises over eight years. 

“I’ve got to give a lot of credit to (former Bruins GM) Peter Chiarelli and 
Claude Julien because they were the ones that gave me a chance to 
make the Boston Bruins as a 19-year-old,” said Lucic. 

“I was pretty raw, but they saw something in me and believed in me and 
thought I could handle it even if I wasn’t totally ready in 2007. They rode 
me hard for eight years after that. They never made anything easy for me 
and held me accountable for a lot of things.” 

He also heaped praise on Boston assistant Geoff Ward, as well as Darryl 
Sutter, who helped him get through a tough time in Los Angeles in 2015 
after a trade by the Bruins and his father’s suicide. 

A passionate family man, Lucic heaps praise on wife Brittany and his 
three young kids, who will be watching dad on TV with friends while 
wearing sparkly jackets and shoes Brittany had made commemorating 
the milestone event. 

He also gives credit to Vancouver strength and conditioning guru Ian 
Gallagher, who has helped mold Lucic’s unique frame since he was 17. 

“Without him helping me take care of my body, I don’t think getting to this 
mark would be possible, given the way I play,” said Lucic, who has 1,357 
penalty minutes, including playoffs. 

“Durability is what he’s built for,” said Gallagher, whose son Brendan 
plays for the Canadiens. “He’s got a torso and core and power that was 
meant to persevere that punishment, and he put the work in. He knew his 
identity and how to prepare himself. He embraced the work and all of 
that. Pretty lucky to work with people like Milan in the hockey community 
because it reinforces to us everything today’s players have to do.” 

A five-time 20-goal scorer who has altered his game over the years to be 
a team leader as a third-line grinder, people forget Lucic was once so 
dominating he was invited to Canadian Olympic team camps in 2010 and 
2014. 

“My initial reaction was, ‘Really? Me? I had only played two years and I’m 
looking around at camp and see guys like Sidney Crosby, Scott 
Niedermayer, Chris Pronger and Marty Brodeur and I say, ‘This is pretty 
cool I’m actually around these guys,’” chuckled Lucic, who has amassed 
76 points in 124 playoff tilts. 

“I’d never played for Team Canada so I never knew guys outside of the 
Bruins and the Giants. The second invite, we just won a cup and lost in a 
final to Chicago and I was one of the last cuts. I was having a good year 
but they decided to go with Matt Duchene and Jamie Benn over me, 
which was obviously a good decision because they ended up winning. 

"It was one of those moments I pinched myself as I had a chance to 
make the Olympic team, which was in Vancouver. Can you imagine if we 
could have added that to the list — a Vancouver kid in Vancouver on the 
Olympic team? It would have added to the whole story.” 

As it is, the story is pretty cool. 
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TSN.CA / Rittich to mak Leafs debut in 'weird' reunion with Flames 

After being traded to the Maple Leafs Sunday night and then flying on the 
Flames charter plane to Toronto on Monday, goaltender David Rittich will 
make his debut with the Leafs tonight against his former teammates, 
Mark Masters writes. 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe held a media availability on Tuesday 
afternoon. The Flames held a full skate at Scotiabank Arena ahead of 
tonight’s game. 

David Rittich will debut with his new team against his old team tonight as 
the Leafs and Flames face off for the final time this season.  

"I had a conversation with Dave yesterday just to really get a sense 
where his head was at, being sensitive to the circumstances, but he 
didn't hesitate at all," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "He wanted to play. I let 
him sleep on it and wanted to see how he arrived and make sure 
everything went smooth. He got a skate in and is excited to play so we're 
going to get him in." 

Rittich hasn't skated with his new teammates yet, but spent 20 minutes 
on the ice with Leafs goalie coach Steve Briere this morning. The Czech 
native already has a new Leafs design for his mask and blue accents on 
his pads. He was still using his red glove and blocker and will continue to 
wear the No. 33.  

It's been a wild few days for the 28-year-old, who was traded on Sunday 
night and then flew on Calgary's charter plane to Toronto on Monday.  

"There was definitely some fun happening there in terms of pokes and 
jabs," said smiling Flames winger Milan Lucic. "You don't ever 
experience something like that, you know, flying with an ex-teammate or 
someone on another team. It was kind of nice and cool to have him 
around for a little bit there and be able to properly say goodbye." 

The undrafted Rittich started 118 games for the Flames over the last four 
seasons and was a popular teammate.  

"He's pretty loud in the room," noted Flames centre Mikael Backlund. 
"Definitely will be noticed that he's not there. He likes to talk and joke 
around and all that type of stuff so his presence will be missed in that 
regard ... with this quick turnaround it will be weird, for sure." 
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Does Backlund have a good idea what move will work if he gets a 
chance on Rittich tonight?  

"Yeah," he said with a smile. "We've practised a lot together so he knows 
what I like to do and what I normally do and I know what he normally 
does." 

Rittich last played on April 4 when he allowed four goals on 30 shots in a 
loss to the Leafs.  

Rittich receives some final chirps, as he flies to Toronto with ex-Flames' 
teammates 

In an odd scenario, David Rittich flew to Toronto with his ex-Flames 
teammates after he was traded to the Maple Leafs at the deadline. Milan 
Lucic says they were able to get some final chirps in before he switches 
sides and wishes him the best of luck, after tonight's contest. 

Jason Spezza was the only other Toronto player on the ice this morning. 
At one point the veteran forward could be heard laughing and telling 
Rittich, "So, this has been a good building for ya!" 

Rittich is 4-7-1 with a .904 save percentage this season, but has posted a 
.962 save percentage in three games at Scotiabank Arena.  

"He's had some great games against us so that's definitely what stands 
out," Auston Matthews noted. "I've heard great things about him." 

With Frederik Andersen sidelined due to a nagging lower-body injury, 
general manager Kyle Dubas felt it was necessary to add a goalie at the 
deadline to improve the team's depth. Jack Campbell has played really 
well, but missed time with a leg injury, which remains a concern.  

Campbell is also starting to cool off a bit (13 goals against in the last four 
games) and was really hard on himself after losing for the first time this 
season on Monday night.  

"The guys deserved a win," Campbell stated glumly in Montreal. "Pretty 
embarrassed by my effort, to be honest. Just not good enough. Cost us 
the game. I'll think about the game, analyze it, learn what I did wrong, 
which was a quite a bit." 

Campbell will dress as the backup goalie tonight.  

'Embarrassed by my effort': Campbell 'wanted it a little too bad' as record 
streak ends 

Jack Campbell's 11-game winning streak came to an end and the Maple 
Leafs goaltender admits that his effort was embarrassing against the 
Canadiens and felt his team played good enough to win. 

--- 

Lucic led the stretch and got stick taps at the end of the Flames morning 
skate as he gets set to appear in game No. 1,000 in his NHL career.  

"This is the first time I kind of had nerves in a pre-game skate in a pretty 
long time," the 32-year-old admitted with a grin. "There's still that little kid 
inside of you." 

Lucic tweeted a picture this morning of his daughters wearing special 
jackets to commemorate the occasion.  

"That's all my wife Brittany," Lucic said. "She designed that. It turned out 
pretty cool the way she was able to get all the teams on one sleeve and 
the flags on the other sleeve with the 1,000 on the back. This is probably 
the biggest thing I've achieved since having my own family so it's pretty 
special that I get to share this with my wife and three kids." 

    1000 pic.twitter.com/LsWb8l6o9h 

    — Milan Lucic (@27MilanLucic) April 13, 2021 

Lucic prepares for his 1000th game 

Tonight's game against the Maple Leafs will mark the 1000th career 
game for Milan Lucic. The Flames forward talks about reaching the 
milestone and his journey in the NHL. 

--- 

The Leafs have converted on just one of 36 power-play chances in the 
last 15 games while allowing three shorthanded goals in that stretch.  

How much of the issue right now is between the ears?  

"I'd say about 100 per cent," Keefe quipped after Toronto went 0-for-2 in 
Montreal on Monday night. "Special teams really could have been the 
difference. They were plus-1." 

"I just think it's execution," said net-front presence Zach Hyman. "We've 
got to get back to keeping it simple and – as simple as it sounds – getting 
pucks towards the net and creating chaos and outnumbering them at the 
net. I think we're a confident group. We've got elite, elite players so it's 
just a matter of time." 

During this dry spell, the Leafs’ lone man-advantage marker came in 
Calgary on April 5.  

Keefe takes the blame for Leafs poor start; says PP problem is '100%' 
between the ears 

Head coach Sheldon Keefe falls on the sword for the Maple Leafs' slow 
start against the Canadiens. He also believes the teams power play 
struggles is 100% between the ears right now after they failed to 
capitalize with the man advantage once again. 

Nick Robertson returned to the NHL on Monday night, playing his first 
game with the Leafs since Jan. 16 when he sustained a knee injury in 
Ottawa.  

"I felt pretty good," the left winger said. "It was definitely good to be back 
with the guys. I was trying to find my rhythm. I had a lot of fun." 

With the Leafs trailing most of the night, Robertson logged only eight 
minutes and 11 seconds while playing primarily on a line with Pierre 
Engvall and Wayne Simmonds.  

"He did great," said Keefe. "He moved his feet and he competed. He was 
hard on the puck. For a guy playing his first full NHL game here this 
season I thought he did a nice job for us. I didn't get him out there a 
whole lot once we were really chasing the game, but I was happy with his 
effort." 

Robertson was plagued by a groin issue in training camp even before the 
knee injury. He has also missed time this season with an oblique 
problem.  

"It was definitely a mental grind, but it's a blessing in disguise," he said. 
"I'm 19 and it's something I should go through now ... The game is all 
about highs and lows and I need to learn how to handle it." 

Robertson has produced three goals and seven assists in 14 games with 
the Marlies this season and feels like his game is developing nicely.  

"Just a little more confident," he said. "Down in the American League, it's 
a little more run and gun. It's a really tough league and I think I developed 
my positioning away from the puck." 

Robertson has been inspired by the success of older brother Jason 
Robertson, who has 27 points in 35 games with the Dallas Stars this 
season.  

"I get so fired up when I wake up and I see he's got a point or his team's 
doing well. I know he's putting in the work. People are starting to see 
what he can really do, but I've seen it since Day 1. I love him. I talk to him 
all the time. I know he was excited for me when I told him I was in the 
[Leafs] lineup and he gave me some advice." 

    "It's really special." 

    Jason Robertson watching his brother's NHL debut with the 
@MapleLeafs is everything   pic.twitter.com/GemgHLJ9VW 

    — Dallas Stars (@DallasStars) August 3, 2020 

--- 

Lines at Flames morning skate:  

Gaudreau - Lindholm - Tkachuk 

Mangiapane - Monahan - Dube 

Lucic - Backlund - Nordstrom 

Leivo - Ryan - Ritchie 
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Giordano - Tanev 

Hanifin - Andersson 

Valimaki - Stone 

Markstrom 
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TSN.CA / Ryan the latest name on Team Canada’s coaching carousel 

Canada’s women’s hockey team has been riding a coaching carousel for 
the past decade. The team has had nine different head coaches since 
2010, including five different faces behind the bench since Canada last 
won gold at the 2012 IIHF Women’s World Championship, led by Dan 
Church. 

 

By Meaghen Johnson 

 

Canada’s women’s hockey team has been riding a coaching carousel for 
the past decade. 

The team has had nine different head coaches since 2010, including five 
different faces behind the bench since Canada last won gold at the 2012 
IIHF Women’s World Championship, led by Dan Church.  

Troy Ryan is the current bench boss. He took over the role in January 
2020 and is now charged with ending Canada’s nine-year gold-medal 
drought at next month’s 2021 IIHF Women’s World Championship in 
Halifax and Truro, N.S. All of Canada’s games can be seen live on TSN.  

To understand how we got to this point, let’s take a closer look at Ryan 
and his four most recent predecessors, dating back to the last time 
Canada won gold at the world championship in 2012. 

Kevin Dineen 

Years active: 2013-2014 

World Championship: none 

Olympics: Gold (2014) 

Dineen took over for Dan Church, who abruptly resigned as head coach 
late in 2013, less than two months before the 2014 Sochi Olympics. 

Church had led Canada to gold at the 2012 IIHF Women’s World 
Championship, but at the time of his resignation, he said he felt there 
were doubts within Hockey Canada about his ability to lead the team to 
gold at the Olympics.  

He told the Canadian Press, “If there isn’t confidence in what I’m doing, I 
need to step aside and let the team move on.”  

The following week, Hockey Canada announced Dineen as Church’s 
successor. Dineen had recently been fired as head coach of the Florida 
Panthers after just over two seasons with the club. While he had 
international experience as a player, he had no previous coaching 
experience with the national team or in the women’s game. 

It was an inauspicious start to Dineen’s tenure. He lost his coaching 
debut 4-1 to the United States in an exhibition match, which was followed 
by two more defeats to the Americans in a tune-up series before the 
Olympics. 

Ahead of the tournament, Dineen named Caroline Ouellette as captain 
over Hayley Wickenheiser. 

“There is a tremendous amount of experience in our dressing room, and 
there is no shortage of qualified candidates to wear a letter,” Dineen said 
in a statement. 

Dineen led Canada to a perfect 3-0 record in the preliminary round in 
Sochi, including a 3-2 victory over the U.S. In the inevitable rematch 

between the rivals in the gold-medal game, the Americans led 2-0 with 
under four minutes left. 

But two quick goals from Canada – including one from Marie-Phillip 
Poulin with under a minute to go – sent the game to overtime, where 
Poulin provided the heroics once again with the winner. 

Dineen later revealed that Poulin’s golden goal – which came on a 
Canadian 4-on-3 power play – wasn’t the play he had originally drawn 
up.  

“You know what? They got the puck on the right stick,” he said. 

Dineen’s tenure ended as suddenly as it began. On March 20, Dineen 
left the women’s team after just over three months on the job to become 
the head coach of the Canadian men’s Under-18 team for the 2014 IIHF 
World U18 Championship, where the squad won bronze.  

Doug Derraugh 

Years active: 2014-2015 

World Championship: Silver (2015) 

Derraugh took over in July 2014 for the start of a new Olympic four-year 
cycle. Derraugh was a former assistant with the women’s national team 
from 2011-2012, winning a gold medal with the team at the 2012 IIHF 
Women’s World Championship. 

At the time of his hire, he had just completed his ninth season as head 
coach of Cornell University’s women’s hockey team, where he is the 
winningest coach in the program’s history. Derraugh is still behind the 
bench with the Big Red and has amassed a record of 295-152-45 and 
four Frozen Four appearances. 

Derraugh brought a familiarity with the team and the women’s game that 
his predecessor lacked. He was already acquainted with several key 
players like Laura Fortino, Brianne Jenner, and Rebecca Johnston after 
coaching them at Cornell. 

For the 2014 Four Nations Cup, Canada’s roster had 10 players who 
would make their debuts with the national team, including current 
mainstays like goaltender Emerance Maschmeyer and forward Blayre 
Turnbull. Canada would win their 14th title at the event, beating the U.S. 
3-2 in a shootout to claim gold. 

At the 2015 IIHF Women’s World Championship, Canada once against 
boasted a younger roster, which had an average age of just over 24. Ten 
players were making their Women’s Worlds debut. In a wild final against 
the United States, Canada ended up losing 7-5 in the highest-scoring 
gold-medal match in tournament history. The Canadians erased a pair of 
three-goal deficits but were ultimately outgunned by their rivals. 

Derraugh left his role as head coach before the 2015 Four Nations Cup, 
but he has remained involved with the team throughout the years and is 
currently an assistant coach with the squad.  

Laura Schuler 

Years active: 2015-2018 

World Championship: Silver (2016, 2017) 

Olympics: Silver (2018) 

In their next hire, Hockey Canada made history with Schuler, the first 
former player on the national team to serve as head coach. 

As a player, Schuler won three gold medals at the women’s worlds, 
including at the inaugural event in 1990, as well as silver at Nagano in 
1998 when women’s hockey made its Olympic debut.  

She had previously served as an assistant with the national team, as well 
as head coach of the women’s under-18 squad that won gold at the 2014 
IIHF U18 Women’s World Championship. Schuler became the first 
woman to serve as head coach for Canada since Melody Davidson, the 
team’s former general manager, stepped down from her coaching duties 
in 2010. 

But despite her pedigree as a player, Schuler never led Canada to gold 
at any major tournament as a head coach. Under Schuler, the Canadians 
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won a combined five silver medals at the women’s worlds and Four 
Nations Cup and were also runners-up at the 2018 Olympics. 

Schuler began her head coaching tenure with a silver medal at the 2015 
Four Nations Cup, losing to the United States twice, including an 
overtime loss in the gold-medal game. That was followed by two more 
losses to the Americans at the 2016 IIHF Women’s World Championship 
in Kamloops, B.C. The gold-medal match was a close battle, but the U.S. 
edged Canada 1-0 in overtime to deny their rivals of gold on home ice for 
a second time in three years. 

“I believe that we have the personnel to [win],” Schuler told TSN after the 
game. “They won the luck of the draw this time around… Next time, we’ll 
make sure we take care of it.” 

But it was more of the same in 2017, with the U.S. once again defeating 
Canada in overtime to win 3-2 and claim women’s worlds gold on home 
ice for the first time in Plymouth, Mich. It was a discouraging run-up to 
the 2018 Olympics for Canada, who finished with just two wins in five 
games and lost to Finland for the first time ever in the preliminary round. 

Despite the unprecedented loss, a Sports Illustrated report said Schuler 
“was adamant that there weren’t problems to fix.” Hockey Canada 
seemingly agreed and awarded Schuler with the coaching position for the 
2018 Olympics, charging her with leading Canada to a fifth straight 
Olympic gold. 

All signs seemed to point to Canada continuing its Olympic dominance. 
In an exhibition series against the United States before the Olympics, 
Canada won five of the six games. The five straight victories came after 
the Canadians dropped the opener 5-2, and Schuler called the game “an 
embarrassment to our country.” 

At the PyeongChang Games, the Canadians continued to roll, beating 
the Americans 2-1 in the preliminary round, and in the gold-medal 
rematch, they were six minutes away from claiming another title. The 
Canadians led 2-1 late in the third period until Monique Lamoreux tied it 
on a breakaway, and her sister Jocelyn scored the winner in the shootout 
to give the Americans their first Olympic gold since 1998.  

Canada’s run of Olympic gold came to an end, as did Schuler’s time as 
head coach. 

Perry Pearn 

Years active: 2018-2020 

World Championship: Bronze (2019) 

Pearn, who was an assistant under Schuler at PyeongChang, took over 
as bench boss for the new Olympic cycle. He brought more than two 
decades of experience as an assistant coach in the NHL, as well as 
some international pedigree, leading Canada to gold at the 1993 IIHF 
World Junior Championships. 

Ahead of the 2018 Four Nations Cup, Pearn told the Canadian Press that 
he “would probably be willing to make a commitment to [coach] the next 
Olympic Games.” Pearn was also the first hire for new general manager 
Gina Kingsbury, who took over the role from Davidson. 

"Winning is important. It really is," Kingsbury told the Canadian Press. 
"When it comes down to the first Four Nations of a new quad, to me it's 
about getting back to a winning culture.” 

But it was more silver hardware for Canada at the 2018 Four Nations 
Cup, with the team losing 5-2 to the Americans in the gold-medal game. 
It was the fourth straight title for the United States at the Four Nations 
Cup, and things would get worse for Pearn and Canada at the 2019 IIHF 
Women’s World Championship. 

The Canadians would fall 3-2 to the Americans yet again in the 
preliminary round, their eighth straight loss to their rivals at the women’s 
worlds. But this time there would be no gold-medal rematch. Finland, 
playing on home ice in Espoo, upset Canada 4-2 in the semifinal to 
advance to the final. Finnish goaltender Noora Räty finished with 43 
saves and stymied the Canadians’ attack.  

“We should be really disappointed,” Pearn told TSN after the game. “We 
played much, much better than we showed today earlier in the 

tournament… Very disappointed that when we hit some adversity, we 
seemed to completely lose track of what it is we do as a team.” 

Canada would regroup and easily take bronze with a 7-0 win over 
Russia, but it was still the team’s worst-ever finish at a major tournament. 

“You have to be happy with the end result,” Pearn said postgame. “I think 
the takeaway for the whole group is we need to change some things. We 
need to get better. There’s no question that we’re capable of being very 
successful, but that’s not going to happen until some changes are made.”  

But Pearn wouldn’t get the opportunity to face the United States in 
another tournament. The 2019 edition of the Four Nations Cup was 
cancelled after ongoing contract disputes between the Swedish Ice 
Hockey Federation and the women’s national team players. 

Canada and the United States played in a two-game exhibition series in 
place of the tournament, but Ryan was head coach for the mini-series, 
with Pearn serving as an assistant. Canada won both games. 

At the end of the year, the Canadians and Americans began a five-game 
Rivalry Series, with Pearn back as head coach and Ryan named an 
assistant. The United States won the opener 4-1, and three days later 
edged the Canadians again by a score of 2-1, dropping Pearn’s record 
against the Americans to 2-6. 

That spelled the end of Pearn’s tenure. On Jan. 9, 2020, Pearn was fired 
as head coach, with Ryan taking over. Kingsbury told the Canadian 
Press that a change in leadership was needed.  

“Sometimes you respond differently to different leaders, and I think this 
was the change this particular group needed,” she said. “We certainly 
don’t regret having him on board for the past year and a half. Sometimes, 
someone else needs to be crossing the finish line.” 

Troy Ryan 

Years active: 2020-present 

World Championship: none 

This brings us to the Ryan era for the Canadian women. He has been on 
the coaching staff since 2016, including winning silver with the squad at 
the 2018 Olympics. 

A native of Spryfield, N.S., Ryan is deeply involved with his home 
province. He spent three seasons as head coach and general manager 
of the Maritime Hockey League’s Campbellton Tigers and was the 
Atlantic Canada female coach mentor with Canadian Sport Centre 
Atlantic (CSCA). Last summer he became head coach of Dalhousie 
University’s women’s hockey team.  

Ryan took over as Canada’s head coach for the final three games of the 
Rivalry Series against the Americans in 2020. While Canada won Ryan’s 
official debut as head coach by a score of 3-2, the team dropped the last 
two games of the series, losing four of the five total games. 

Ryan was set to return to his home province for the 2020 IIHF Women’s 
World Championship, which was scheduled to take place in Halifax and 
Truro. However, the COVID-19 pandemic ultimately cancelled the 
tournament, and has also largely kept Canada off the ice for the past 
year. 

Ryan will now have his homecoming at this year’s edition of the 
tournament, where he will also be charged with ending Canada’s nearly 
decade-long gold-medal drought. 
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