
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 16, 2021 

 

 

Hurricanes rebound from stinging loss by beating Nashville Predators 4-1  

By Chip Alexander  

If Rod Brind’Amour was disappointed by much of what he 
saw in the Carolina Hurricanes’ last game, the coach had to 
like much of what he saw Thursday. 

The Canes did nearly everything right against the Nashville 
Predators, taking a 4-1 win at PNC Arena with the kind of 
play Brind’Amour expects while keeping their slim hold on 
first place in the Central Division. 

Goalie Petr Mrazek was his feisty, competitive self in net, 
making 19 saves. Warren Foegele, Andrei Svechnikov, 
Vincent Trocheck and Sebastian Aho scored goals. The 
Canes’ penalty killers got the job done efficiently. 

“We were better, for sure,” Brind’Amour said after the game. 
“Not a great first period but Petr made some good saves and 
it was nice to get the lead. Then we had a real good second. 
That looked more like we want to play.” 

The Predators came into PNC Arena off a 7-2 beating of the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, having won 13 of their past 15 games 
to move into playoff position despite a host of injuries. But 
they ran into a Canes team smarting from a 3-1 loss to the 
Detroit Red Wings on Monday that soured everyone, with 
Brind’Amour also pointing a finger at himself and saying he 
didn’t coach a good game. 

One blip for the Canes: On a third-period power play, they 
mishandled the puck and allowed Erik Haula to score 
shorthanded on a breakaway against his former team. But 
Aho later scored on the power play, getting his 18th goal off 
a Trocheck pass as Svechnikov also earned an assist. 

“If you want to be one of the best teams in the league you’ve 
got to come every single night,” Trocheck said. “After laying 
an egg like we did, it was important to get back on track and 
start playing our game, especially this late in the season.” 

Defenseman Jani Hakanpaa made his Canes debut after the 
trade Monday from Anaheim. He started the game and had 
the fans in the arena roaring when he flattened the Preds’ 
Mikael Granlund with a hit in the neutral zone. He also took 
part in his first postgame Storm Surge celebration, beaming 
as he raised his stick. 

“It was a good first game for him.” Brind’Amour said. “New 
system. There’s a lot going on for a D-man, especially. I 
thought he did a good job. He’s a big man, gets in the way.” 

The Canes (28-10-4) led 1-0 after the first period and 3-0 
after two. Foegele scored off a Jordan Staal pass late in the 
first, and Svechnikov then scored 14 seconds into the 
second period. 

Svechnikov backhanded a shot past goalie Juuse Saros, 
who has been on-point in a torrid stretch of games. It was the 
11th of the season for the winger, who later in the period 

tangled with defensman Mattias Ekholm in front of the Preds 
net. 

“When you score a goal you feel more confident, you feel 
better on your skates and with your stick,” he said. 
“Obviously it was good to score but it’s just one goal and I’ve 
got to keep it going. Hopefully it will get me going.” 

Trocheck followed up his own rebound for his 17th of the 
season, beating Saros with his second shot. 

Brind’Amour believed his team would rebound Thursday but 
said, “You never know.” 

“You don’t know how the bounces are going to go, you don’t 
know how the bounces are going to affect your group. We 
needed that kind of effort, for sure, and usually when you 
have that kind of effort the chances go way up.” 

(Earlier updates from the game) 

Second period: Canes add to lead 

It took the Canes almost the entire first period to score. They 
needed 14 seconds in the second to score their second goal 
and have added a third for a 3-0 lead. 

Andrei Svechnikov scored his 11th of the season, crossing 
through the slot, taking a pass from Dougie Hamilton and 
beating goalie Juuse Saros with a quick backhander. Saros 
denied Svechnikov a goal in the first, gloving a backhander, 
but couldn’t stop him the second time. 

It was the first goal in eight games for Svechnikov. Hamilton 
and Jaccob Slavin had the assists after Jordan Staal won the 
faceoff to start the second period. 

Vincent Trocheck then made it 3-0, taking a shot from the 
right circle that Saros stopped but collecting the rebound and 
ripping a sharp-angle shot. Trocheck’s 17th of the season 
was unassisted and came at 5:34 of the period. 

Svechnikov later tangled with Mattias Ekholm in front of the 
Preds net, knocking Ekholm down in the crease. The two 
took a few whacks at each other before they fell to the ice. 
Ekholm later put Svechnikov in a headlock as the gloves 
were dropped but no punches thrown. 

The Canes outshot the Preds 14-6 in the second. After 
having four scoring chances in the first, the Canes had 11 in 
the second (naturalstattrick.com).  

First period: Foegele scores 

Just when it seemed the first period would end scoreless, 
Petr Mrazek, Nino Niederreiter, Jordan Staal and Warren 
Foegele teamed up for a score to give the Canes a 1-0 lead 
after the first. 

Mrazek attempted to clear the puck and Niederreiter got a 
piece as it left the zone. Staal chased it down on the left wing 
in the Preds zone, whipping a pass back across the crease 
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as Foegele was breaking in. Foegele backhanded the puck 
in with 1:34 left in the first for his ninth of the season and first 
in seven games. 

Both team had six shots in the opening period as both were 
tenacious in the neutral zone and the offensive flow choppy. 
Mrazek had some active moments around his crease, once 
having the puck bounce off the post and almost land in the 
net before defenseman Brett Pesce knocked it away at the 
post. 

Defenseman Jani Hakanpaa played his first game for the 
Canes and made his presence flt, certainly to Mikael 
Granlund of the Preds. Hakanpaa sent Granlund to the ice 
with a neutral-zone hit. 

The Canes had eight giveaways in the period and at times 
were bogged down in their zone. 

Game setup 

It’s posted on a wall at the Hurricanes’ practice facility at 
Wake Competition Center and it’s hard to miss: “Our 
standard is the standard.” 

Under Rod Brind’Amour as head coach, it has been a very 
high standard. It has been one usually met in games, 
competitively, as Brind’Amour often has cited a good team 
effort even after a loss. 

That standard was not met in the Canes’ last game, an awful 
3-1 loss Monday against the Detroit Red Wings at PNC 
Arena. The Canes were 14-2-4 at home before that game 
but played like they were 2-14-4, in a game in which 
Brind’Amour said only goalie James Reimer played well. It 
also came after a 5-4 shootout loss to Detroit. 

The Canes (27-10-4) will look to rectify things Thursday as 
they host the Nashville Predators in the first of two games — 
get back to their standard of play. 

“We definitely got away from it the last two games,” forward 
Jordan Martinook said Thursday after the morning skate. “It’s 
no secret what makes us successful. We need to get back to 
it and it starts with work ethic from everybody and obviously 
the skill takes over from there.  

“We definitely need to get back to way we were playing. 
We’re coming down the stretch here, and we want to be 
playing good going into the playoffs, not going the other way. 
So we definitely need to turn it around here.” 

The Predators (24-19-1) have won their last two games, 
ripping Tampa Bay 7-2 on Tuesday, and 13 of the last 15 as 
they hold the fourth playoff position in the Central Division. 
Goalie Juuse Saros, who will start Thursday and has won his 
last five, is 12-2-0 with a 1.38 goals-against average and 
.955 save percentage in his last 15 appearances. 

The lineup 

Defenseman Jani Hakanpaa will make his Canes debut and 
will be paired Jake Bean, who described the new addition 
Thursday as “the nicest guy in the world.” 

Brind’Amour isn’t counting on Hakanpaa being nice on the 
ice. He wants the 6-5 D-man using his long reach to his 
advantage and be positionally sound, but he also expects 
Hakanpaa to body-up on people and be tough in the 
defensive zone. 

“It’s easy to work with him right away,” Bean said. “There’s 
been no hitches so far. Obviously, we haven’t played a game 
yet.” 

Goalie Petr Mrazek will be the Canes’ starter, making his 
eighth appearance of the season and his fourth since 
returning from his thumb injury. 

Forwards Brock McGinn (upper-body injury) and Teuvo 
Teravainen (concussion) continue to be sidleined. 
Brind’Amour said the hope was that McGinn might return this 
month.
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NHL power rankings: Our campaigns against the Hurricanes and Carter Hart have ended 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn 

As of four weeks ago, The Athletic has weekly NHL power 
rankings. Yes, it happened. Yes, we’re using this exact same 
lede in each one. It’ll be 69 weeks in and we’ll still say “As of 
69 weeks ago.” Calm down. We’re back with another 
installment this week, and we’ll be back every week until 
we’re old and grey and tired of ranking teams every week. 

Here are the basic ground rules.  

The methodology here is as simple as it gets. We each rank 
the teams, from 1-31, then take the average, and voila. (Dom 
made a dedicated spreadsheet for this because of course he 
did.) It’s not going to be based solely on past performance, 
current hot streaks or future potential. Numbers will figure 
into it prominently, but if you want stat-model stuff, we’ve got 
you covered elsewhere. This is something different. 

• From there, we’ll choose 10 or so teams to go back-and-
forth on; that might be because we disagree on the 
placement. It might be because we each have something 
meaningful to say. It might be because we each want to 
make jokes about the teams, or each other. We’ll see. 

• We want this to be fun, and we’re not locked into a format 
beyond going from No. 1 to No. 31. Some rankings might 
have themes. Some of those themes might be unexpected. If 
you have ideas — or just suggestions on how to make this a 
destination for you, each Friday — we’d love to hear them. 
You’re why we’re doing this in the first place. 

• Sometimes we might add new rules as we see fit. For 
example, we added the tie-breaker rule because ties are 
stupid and don’t belong in this sport. It’ll change every week. 
This week, the team with the best deadline haul gets the 
edge. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Last week: 1 
Record: 30-9-4, 64 points 
Dom rank: 1 
Sean rank: 1 

Dom: I’m convinced Colorado traded for Jonas Johansson 
and Devan Dubnyk specifically to stunt on anyone who 
thought the team’s goaltending was a weakness going into 
the season. “Yeah, we’ll win easily with two of the worst 
goalies in the league, no problem.”  

Sean: “Surely, nothing will immediately happen to Phillip 
Grubauer that makes us regret this decision. Now, for a big 
sip of coffee.” If they’re still in this spot after a few weeks of 
playing those guys in Grubauer’s COVID-19 absence, just 
cancel the playoffs. We’re done here. My friend Tyler, who 
doesn’t watch hockey, said out of nowhere today, “Man, the 
Avalanche are great.” That’s the bar they’ve managed to 
clear. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last week: 3 
Record: 28-10-4, 60 points 
Dom rank: 3 
Sean rank: 2 

Dom: Fine. Y’all broke me. I finally did it. I put the Hurricanes 
with their superior goal differential and points percentage 
ahead of the Leafs.  

I couldn’t stand the questioning and weekly interrogation 
from Sean. I couldn’t handle the comments from Hurricanes 
fans who were Definitely Not Mad and Definitely Laughing 
About It. I couldn’t take our own content strategy team taking 
shots at me. I couldn’t stomach the constant DMs from 
Carolina Hurricanes assistant GM Eric Tulsky asking why the 
Canes weren’t higher in the world’s most prestigious power 
rankings. (For clarity, this is a bit and is not an actual thing 
that happened; Eric presumably has much better things to do 
than read power rankings from us). So I caved. Are you folks 
happy now? 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last week: 4 
Record: 29-12-3, 60 points 
Dom rank: 2 
Sean rank: 5 

Sean: Assuming Steven Stamkos returns at some point, 
there’s nothing wrong with the Lightning; they’re one of the 
few best teams in the league, no matter how you slice it. 
Apparently, they won the Stanley Cup last year. We just 
have really high standards at the power rankings for them 
specifically, and before Thursday’s game against Florida, 
their week had consisted of an uneven two-game split 
against the Predators (at 5v5 they were outscored 7-3, 
outshot 49-44 and had an expected-goals percentage of 
39.8). Nothing to drop them out of the first tier, but there also 
must be repercussions. They win the tiebreaker with Vegas 
since David Savard is significantly better than Mattias 
Janmark, but the last couple of weeks haven’t been their 
best. 

And despite all that, Victor Hedman did this to beat the 
Panthers. They’re fine. 

4. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last week: 5 
Record: 29-11-2, 60 points 
Dom rank: 4 
Sean rank: 3 

Dom: A nice 4-0 week for the Golden Knights. Sure, they 
only played the Coyotes and Kings, but it was still an 
impressive showing outscoring those two 18-8 over the four-
game stretch while putting up a 63 percent expected goals 
rate. It was enough for me to take the ol’ homer hat off and 
put the ol’ objectivity hat on for these rankings. The top five 
teams are very difficult to separate outside of Colorado right 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 16, 2021 

 

now. Vegas had a good week and the team should be 
rewarded for that. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last week: 2 
Record: 28-12-4, 60 points 
Dom rank: 5 
Sean rank: 4 

Dom: Fourth? After losing three straight? Homer much? 

Sean: I dunno what you expect from me, man. I’m just a kid 
from **googles Toronto suburbs** Uxbridge. Maybe I docked 
the Lightning too much for losing to the Predators. Maybe I 
like the Nick Foligno trade too much. Maybe the Leafs hadn’t 
lost to the Jets when I filled out your little spreadsheet. 
There’s no way to say. I sincerely liked their deadline quite a 
bit, and I don’t think it matters much where teams fall in the 
2-5 spots at the moment. 

Dom: Okay so we agree… second place next week? 

Sean: Regardless of what actually happens in the games, 
yes. 

6. Boston Bruins 

Last week: 11 
Record: 23-12-6, 52 points 
Dom rank: 6 
Sean rank: 9 

Sean: Taylor Hall scoring in his second game as a Bruin was 
too predictable for anyone to get a victory lap. 
Congratulations, nerds, for noticing that his shooting 
percentage with the Sabres was a robust 2.3. The regression 
was guaranteed. That’s how this stuff works. It came on a 
pretty harmless breakaway shot, too. 

The funnier part of all this is that Anders Bjork, the third-best 
player in the deal, has a goal and two assists so far with the 
Sabres. Now, we can agree that the trade was a tie and 
move on, never to speak of it again. 

7. New York Islanders 

Last week: 6 
Record: 27-12-4, 58 points 
Dom rank: 7 
Sean rank: 8 

Dom: It’s been extremely difficult to discern which of the 
East’s four best teams are truly the best. This week we just 
threw our hands up in the air and said we have no idea. For 
a bit, it sure looked like the Islanders were the team to beat: 
a strong team, no matter your preferred ideology for analysis. 
They pass the eye test with flying colors and finally have the 
analytics to back it up, too. They also had the second-best 
deadline according to us, which puts them in the seven spot 
here after our four-way tie for sixth. 

The Islanders are a contender, and that’s what made 
Thursday’s game against Boston particularly surprising; they 
haven’t looked that bad all season. They lost 4-1, barely 
sniffing the puck all game, losing the expected goals battle 
3.6-to-1.1. They earned that scoreline. That 22 percent rate 
is by far the lowest of the season for New York, with only one 
other game this season below 35 percent. 

Chalk it up as an anomaly for now. This team is still good 
and still very much worthy of their high spot in these 
rankings. Before Thursday, they were second in the league 
in expected goals percentage at five-on-five. 

8. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last week: 9 
Record: 27-13-3, 57 points 
Dom rank: 8 
Sean rank: 7 

Sean: In between writing this, I caught some of Jeff Carter’s 
first game as a Penguin. It was against the Flyers, which was 
mildly disorienting, and he looked like Jeff Carter, which was 
… slightly less disorienting if you ignore his last couple of 
seasons. In 40 games with the Kings, Carter had more 
individual shots than any Penguin and more individual 
scoring chances than all but one. I’m not sure how he’ll mesh 
with what they have, but he’s still a) pretty good and b) a 
necessary addition for them, given their injury situation. 

Dom: I thought Carter was all the way washed before the 
season started, but he was solid this year for the Kings. He 
scored at a second-line rate and had positive possession 
relative to the team. That’s not a bad deadline add and he 
looked like he still had some pop in last night’s game from 
what I watched.  

9. Washington Capitals 

Last week: 8 
Record: 28-12-4, 60 points 
Dom rank: 9 
Sean rank: 6 

Sean: A pair of heinous breaks for the Caps this week, to be 
certain. First, they wound up in a four-way tie for sixth place. 
Then, they lost our arbitrary tie-breaker on what at least one 
of us believes to be a technicality. The logic is this: By virtue 
of subtracting Jakub Vrana from the roster, they had the 
worst deadline of the four. Your mileage may vary. Still, it all 
came out in the wash on Thursday when they lost 5-2 to 
Buffalo. There’s your tie-breaker. 

Before that, they were having a standard week; all six 
possible points despite losing shot attempts (45 percent) and 
expected goals percentage (47.53) on aggregate. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Last week: 7 
Record: 25-13-3, 53 points 
Dom rank: 10 
Sean rank: 10 

Dom: I hate to do this to my boys, but I noticed a stat the 
other day that simply shook me to my core. Over the last 
month, Minnesota has the worst expected goals percentage 
in the league at 42.9 percent. Worse than the Sabres! Thank 
god for having the best power play in the league in that time 
span to salvage an 8-5-2 record, but the underlying numbers 
are still a major issue. 

Sean: Buddy, you’re taking Ls all over the place this week. 
Forced to show love to the Hurricanes, now forced to criticize 
your beloved Wild. Sheesh. I’m fighting the urge to be 
disappointed that they didn’t make a bigger deadline 
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addition. Ian Cole was a decent early addition and all that, 
but it was a little odd to see Bill Guerin stay so quiet. And 
ultimately, I’m not sure where I even expected them to add. 
Those two first-round picks probably have more value for 
them than a rental would’ve (or should’ve). 

Dom: I think the issue is they have very little elite talent and 
very few holes. Hard to fix that at the deadline. 

11. Florida Panthers 

Last week: 10 
Record: 27-12-5, 59 points 
Dom rank: 11 
Sean rank: 11 

Sean: There are a few people in the comments who 
consistently come at us for disrespecting the Panthers. After 
a 1-2 week that closed with a loss to the team directly ahead 
of them, I feel like this is where they should be. 

Dom: Having the Panthers 11th is a reminder of just how top-
heavy the league is this season. Yes, they’re really good, 
even if we discount them for the Aaron Ekblad injury and 
starting Sergei Bobrovsky. But who are we really putting 
them ahead of in the top 10? 

Sean: The Leafs. 

Dom: April 23’s second best team? That’s absurd. 

12. Winnipeg Jets 

Last week: 12 
Record: 27-14-3, 57 points 
Dom rank: 12 
Sean rank: 12 

Dom: The Jets are 5-1-1 in April and looking a lot closer to 
the team their record suggests they are. They earned a 
positive expected goals rate in five of those seven games 
and during the stretch sit at 52.7 percent, with two of the 
more dominant performances coming against Montreal, a 
strong possession team. It’s only the second time this 
season the Jets have had a seven-game stretch north of 52 
percent, and last season they didn’t have a single one over 
50 percent. You have to go all the way back to December 
2018 for the last time the Jets controlled play this well over a 
two-week stretch. Hopefully, they can sustain it. 

13. Edmonton Oilers 

Last week: 13 
Record: 25-15-2, 52 points 
Dom rank: 13 
Sean rank: 13 

Sean: Ken Holland’s post-deadline quote gets wilder by the 
day. Pure gold, then and now. 

When you have the top two scorers in the sport, you literally 
cannot pick and choose. Connor McDavid is almost 25 years 
old. Every year with him is precious. Every chance matters. 
It’s not that Holland’s point, in abstract, is crazy; some teams 
aren’t good. Some teams, if nothing else, shouldn’t buy. The 
fact that the Edmonton Oilers are still even passably in that 
category — with Connor McDavid — is maddening. The 
injury-bitten Dallas Stars? They can’t go all-in. Edmonton 
with a fully operational McDavid should not be thinking the 

same way or saying the same things. In related news, their 
week consisted of trading for Dmitry Kulikov and getting 
boat-raced by Calgary (?). 

14. New York Rangers 

Last week: 15 
Record: 21-16-6, 48 points 
Dom rank: 15 
Sean rank: 14 

Dom: My favorite stat this season, by far, is that the New 
York Rangers are sixth in the league in goal differential at 
plus-28. That leads the entire East division! And yet, New 
York is on pace for just an average season and are 
extremely unlikely to make the playoffs. I feel like leading the 
division in goal differential and missing the playoffs should be 
mathematically impossible, but here we are in this weird-ass 
season. 

15. Nashville Predators 

Last week: 16 
Record: 24-19-1, 49 points 
Dom rank: 14 
Sean rank: 15 

Sean: The deadline would’ve been better by a factor of 10 
had the Predators actually followed through and sold off guys 
like Mattias Ekholm, Mikael Granlund and Erik Haula. 
Instead they … bought … an Erik Gudbranson? And keep 
winning games? It’s tough to be mad at them, considering all 
that. It’s also right to be mad. The amount of magical thinking 
required to make this team an actual contender is significant. 
Nice run, good effort, all that … but this should’ve been a 
seller. 

16. Montreal Canadiens 

Last week: 14 
Record: 18-13-9, 45 points 
Dom rank: 16 
Sean rank: 16 

Dom: For peak chaos and to bring some much-needed spice 
back into the North division, I really want Montreal to keep 
losing in regulation to Calgary. I’ve done the math on what it 
means for each team’s playoff chances and now it’s literally 
all I want in life. Just think of The Taeks in Montreal if the 
Canadiens miss the playoffs in such a catastrophic fashion. 

Sean: It’s very fun that the “as long as it doesn’t go past 
regulation” team self-destructs against that particular 
opponent. I’m still reeling over Marc Bergevin’s deadline 
performance, by the way. Continually saying “nope, this is it,” 
then tinkering some more. The Victor Mete … whatever that 
was. Strong chaotic energy. I love it. 

17. St. Louis Blues 

Last week: 18 
Record: 19-17-6, 44 points 
Dom rank: 17 
Sean rank: 17 

Sean: I feel like we’ve had the Blues on Death Watch since 
we started doing this, but they’ve rebounded over the last 10 
days and won three of four. Now the Coyotes are circling the 
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drain, and the Blues’ playoff chances are back up to 65 
percent. They’re a half-decent team that I was OK to see 
stand pat at the deadline. I’m not sure how much you’re 
getting for the Mike Hoffmans and Tyler Bozaks of the world. 
Might as well see what happens. 

Dom: Personally, I think keeping assets just to get your teeth 
kicked in by a vastly superior team in the opening round is 
absolutely the right strategy for an aging team. Imagine 
trading expiring contracts for picks, and then using those 
picks to acquire talent for next season? Preposterous. 

Sean: That’s why I’ve always called you Lil’ Dougie 
Armstrong. 

18. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last week: 20 
Record: 20-19-5, 45 points 
Dom rank: 18 
Sean rank: 18 

Dom: Remember the fever pitch around Patrick Kane’s Hart 
trophy campaign a month ago when the Blackhawks looked 
like they might actually make the playoffs? Chicago peaked 
at just over 50 percent at the beginning of March, as did 
Kane. Over the last month Kane’s production has plateaued 
a bit with just two goals and 12 points in 14 games, but more 
alarming are the chances he’s bleeding against. The 
Blackhawks have a 40 percent expected goals rate with 
Kane on the ice over the last month. A loss Thursday night to 
the suddenly surging Red Wings really stings. 

19. Dallas Stars 

Last week: 19 
Record: 16-14-12, 44 points 
Dom rank: 19 
Sean rank: 19 

Sean: Dallas claiming Sami Vatanen was the head-fake 
move of the deadline. It felt like an implication that Jamie 
Oleksiak would be on the move, which obviously didn’t 
happen. By the end of the day, that was all Dallas had done. 
A couple days later, we found out that Alex Radulov and Ben 
Bishop are done for the season. If that’s what stopped them 
from buying, so be it — but it probably should’ve pushed 
them all the way into sell mode, even though they still have a 
25 percent shot of making the playoffs. Just a bizarre 
season. Never felt like the train was on track. They’re the No. 
21 xGF percentage team in the league, and the cavalry ain’t 
coming. 

20. Arizona Coyotes 

Last week: 17 
Record: 19-20-5, 43 points 
Dom rank: 20 
Sean rank: 21 

Dom: We finally talked about the actual team and not the 
beautiful Kachina jerseys last week, and we bumped them 
up substantially in the rankings after it looked like they might 
actually make the playoffs for once. And this is how they 
repay us? Sickening. 

Sean: We’re sorry, Mr. Meruelo! Those five consecutive Ls 
— all us! Congrats, sir, on increasing your arena capacity to 
50 percent, and best of luck moving forward! 

21. Calgary Flames 

Last week: 22 
Record: 19-21-3, 41 points 
Dom rank: 22 
Sean rank: 20 

Dom: The Flames were 16-21-3 last week and looked 
lethargic every night under their new coach — it seemed like 
all hope was lost. Three straight wins and suddenly there’s a 
faint light amidst the darkness. Can the Flames actually 
make the playoffs? 

They’re sitting at seven percent now, but also have four 
games coming up against the team they’re chasing: 
Montreal. That’s the beauty of the schedule this season as a 
head-to-head matchup can very much tilt the scales. If the 
Flames win all four, they’re suddenly four points up on the 
Habs, who would’ve had three games in hand. It would be a 
monumental swing and while the odds are obviously tough of 
winning every game, it’s easy to see a path forward. That 
would make for a wild finish in the North. 

22. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last week: 21 
Record: 20-17-6, 46 points 
Dom rank: 21 
Sean rank: 22 

Dom: We’ve (Sean) said a lot of cruel and mean things about 
Carter Hart in these power rankings (mostly if not entirely 
Sean). But that mental reset has really helped him out in 
recent weeks, a nice reminder regarding the human side of 
all this in the middle of a pandemic. 

It’s entirely possible one of the causes of his struggles was 
seeing us (Sean) consistently roast him every week. So I 
think we (Sean) owe Hart an official apology here. 

Sean: If you’re a Flyers fan looking to redirect your anger 
with Chuck Fletcher, I’m around. Also, right around the time I 
saw Hart stop Sidney Crosby and Kris Letang in a shootout 
on Thursday, I noticed an AC/DC lightning bolt on his mask. 
Lo and behold … 

In any case, I’m sorry. Everything is fine now. 

Dom: OK, but also, we should talk about one of the greatest 
shootouts of all time, featuring these two beauties by Claude 
Giroux and Sean Couturier. Both of these should be illegal. 

Sean: My first reaction to Couturier’s goal was “Huh, I don’t 
think I’ve ever seen anyone do that.” Always cool to say. 

23. Los Angeles Kings 

Last week: 24 
Record: 16-20-6, 38 points 
Dom rank: 23 
Sean rank: 23 

Sean: The Kings get this spot by virtue of their early-week 
win over San Jose in a battle of California’s two best hockey 
teams. Scintillating. Naturally, they chased that with two 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 16, 2021 

 

losses and a cumulative 10-4 score against the Golden 
Knights. Hey, Alex Iafallo is locked up (four years, $4 million 
AAV). That’s not bad! 

24. San Jose Sharks 

Last week: 23 
Record: 18-20-4, 40 points 
Dom rank: 24 
Sean rank: 24 

“Oh shit, the Sharks might actually make the playoffs here?” 

*San Jose proceeds to lose three straight to Anaheim by a 
combined score of 13-2* 

Ah, well, nevertheless. It’s all worth it to make sure Patrick 
Marleau — worth minus-0.3 wins this season — breaks the 
games played record, even if those games have severely 
declined in quality over the past few seasons. 

25. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last week: 26 
Record: 15-21-9, 39 points 
Dom rank: 25 
Sean rank: 26 

Sean: Remember way back when the Blue Jackets upset the 
Lightning in the first round of the playoffs? We tied onions to 
our belt, which was the style at the time. Now, to take the 
ferry cost a nickel, and in those days, nickels had pictures of 
bumblebees on ’em. “Gimme five bees for a quarter,” you’d 
say. Now where were we…ah. Of the 23 players on the Blue 
Jackets’ roster for that series, 10 remain. Goodbye, Nick 
Foligno, David Savard and Riley Nash. Whether Jarmo 
Kekalainen wants to call it a rebuild or not, he’s stacking 
assets. Can’t knock him for that. Maybe next he can trade 
Patrik Laine for a first-line center. 

26. Vancouver Canucks 

Last week: 25 
Record: 16-18-3, 35 points 
Dom rank: 27 
Sean rank: 25 

Sean: I feel stupid dropping the Canucks two spots after the 
week they’ve had, but whatever. It’s the least of their 
concerns. Dap to J.T. Miller for opening his mouth — a 
tactical Zoom deployment by the Canucks, might I add — 
and drawing some more attention to the disgraceful position 
the NHL is prepared to put that team in over the next several 
weeks. I thought Drance wrote something really good about 
that, as well. 

Dom: This whole thing has been awful and I hope no Canuck 
gets seriously hurt playing under these brutal circumstances. 
Vancouver very likely isn’t making the playoffs. These games 
have no meaning. Just let them recover in peace and cancel 
the remaining games. The NHL does not need to be allergic 
to points percentage. 

Sean: We saw similar stuff late in the NFL season — once 
these leagues get close to the finish line without having to 
straight-up cancel anything, they were prepped to ram it 
home, human toll be damned. 

27. New Jersey Devils 

Last week: 27 
Record: 14-22-6, 34 points 
Dom rank: 26 
Sean rank: 27 

Sean: Bit of a weird week in New Jersey. Tom Fitzgerald 
opted not to trade pending UFA defenseman Ryan Murray 
while his team was in the middle of an 0-3, zero-point stretch 
despite controlling 56.26 percent of the expected goals and 
54.37 percent of shot attempts at 5v5. Either way, this 
season is lost, and Fitzgerald is looking two years ahead. 
Makes sense — though it’d make more sense if they added 
a pick for Murray, but we digress. 

28. Detroit Red Wings 

Last week: 30 
Record: 16-23-6, 38 points 
Dom rank: 28 
Sean rank: 28 

Sean: It makes sense that it went largely unsaid — Steve 
Yzerman made the “whoa, wasn’t expecting that” move of 
the deadline with the Anthony Mantha trade, and that 
diverted some attention — but it’s still funny: Luke 
Glendening still plays for the Red Wings! Monday was 
supposed to be The Glendening Show! What the hell 
happened? Was no GM willing to comically overpay for a 
face-off guy? What is this strange, new world? Throw in that 
Marc Staal and Darren Helm are still on the roster, and the 
situation gets all the more baffling. On the ice, they’ve won 
three straight. They get the bump, in case that doesn’t 
happen again for a few years. 

29. Ottawa Senators 

Last week: 28 
Record: 14-26-4, 32 points 
Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 29 

Dom: Starting goaltender Matt Murray is officially back for the 
Senators, a return that has increased Ottawa’s chances of 
securing a higher draft pick. That’s worth every penny of his 
$6.25 million salary as the team has built a comfortable 
three-point cushion over Anaheim for second last. 

30. Anaheim Ducks 

Last week: 30 
Record: 14-23-7, 35 points 
Dom rank: 30 
Sean rank: 30 

Dom: Sean finally got out of writing about Anaheim just in 
time for the Ducks to do something interesting. Well, 
interesting enough for one of the worst teams in the league. 
The Ducks might have something in 27-year-old journeyman 
goaltender Anthony Stolarz, who has a .943 save percentage 
in five games for Anaheim this season. He’s got some really 
solid numbers in the AHL over the last two seasons too. With 
John Gibson not looking remotely like himself over the past 
two seasons and Ryan Miller likely retiring, Stolarz looks 
somewhat promising in a small sample this year. He can 
push Gibson next season, though this team is obviously a 
long way away from being competitive. 
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31. Buffalo Sabres 

Last week: 31 
Record: 11-25-7 
Dom rank: 31 
Sean rank: 31 

Dom: If you’re a betting person, here’s a fun fact for you: the 
Sabres have covered the spread (+1.5 in hockey) in 10 of 
their last 11 games. And I was still too chickenshit to do it 
last night in a win against the Capitals because betting 

against Washington always makes me nervous. Hate to see 
it. 
Sean: I miss the middle of the Sabres’ losing streak (or 
pointless streak, or whatever we’re supposed to call it), when 
oddsmakers steadily refused to make them 2.5-goal 
underdogs despite playing some of the worst hockey any of 
us have ever seen. If I had any courage, I’d have wound up 
with a down payment on a house. Alas, I too am a fearful 
man.

 

Hurricanes hit reset, overwhelm Predators 

Carolina scored three times in just over eight minutes to take 
control against Nashville 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Hurricanes jumped out to a three-goal lead and stayed 
unbeaten against Nashville this season, winning 4-1 
Thursday at PNC Arena. 

Warren Foegele, Andrei Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck and 
Sebastian Aho scored for Carolina, and Petr Mrazek made 
19 saves and improved to 5-1-1 on the season. 

Three Thoughts 

1. After two straight losses to lowly Detroit, the Hurricanes 
needed something to stabilize their game. Enter the penalty 
kill. It was called upon just 54 seconds into the game when 
Jake Bean was called for boarding and easily killed off the 
penalty. Carolina’s penalty killers finished 4 for 4 on the night 
and limited Nashville to just one shot on goal in a smothering 
effort. 

“Our pressure was really key tonight on the PK,” Foegele 
said. “We were making them rim the puck, forced them to 
have errors. It was a great job by the whole unit.” 

2. Jani Hakanpaa made his Hurricanes debut and logged 
14:48 while playing as advertised — he was credited with 
three hits, including a big open-ice shot delivered to Mikael 
Granlund in the neutral zone. He was also on the ice for 
Foegele’s goal. 

“It’s a good first game for him,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“New system, there’s a lot going on, for a D-man especially. 
Just the D zone coverage, there’s a lot of things going on 
there that he’s gonna have to pick up. So I thought he did a 
good job. He’s big man, gets in the way, and that’s one of the 
things I noticed right away.” 

3. For just the fourth time in 26 games, Svechnikov scored. 
With Carolina up 1-0 after a late first period goal by Foegele, 
Svechnikov started the second with a bang by taking a pass 
from Dougie Hamilton and splitting two Predators defenders. 

He flipped a quick backhand that beat Jusse Saros (25 
saves) over the right pad and under the blocker for his 11th 
goal of the season just 14 seconds into the middle frame. 

Then came the celebration — one that looked like it lifted 
nearly two months of frustration off the 21-year-old’s 
shoulders. 

“I gotta keep going,” Svechnikov said. “It’s just one goal. 
Hopefully it’s gonna get me going, and I will try my best next 
game.” 

Brind’Amour is hopeful it will lead to Svechnikov getting back 
to the player who dominated at the start of the season. 

“You would hope so,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s had a lot of 
opportunities. … He was really good after the first. The first, 
not so much, and then he got it together and he was one of 
the better players out there throughout the rest of that game.” 

Number To Know 

5-0-0 — The Hurricanes’ record against the Predators this 
season. Nashville is the only other team in the Central 
Division with a perfect record against another opponent — 
the Preds are also 5-0-0 against the Blackhawks. 

They Said It 

“No. You’re just thrown into the fire.” 

— Hurricanes center Vincent Trocheck on if the Hurricanes 
welcome their new teammates with information on how the 
Storm Surge is done.  

Plus 

Warren Foegele, Hurricanes forward — Foegele opened the 
scoring with 1:34 left in the opening period, beating Ben 
Harpur to the front of the net and knocking in a centering 
pass from Jordan Staal to give Carolina a 1-0 lead. 

“I thought I had a step on my guy and was hoping Jordo saw 
me, and just a beautiful pass by him,” Foegele said. 
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Foegele was also part of Carolina’s stingy penalty kill, 
logging 2:44 shorthanded while mostly teaming up with Staal 
up front. He finished with four shots on goal, tying Aho and 
Svechnikov for the team lead. 

Minus 

Sebastian Aho, Hurricanes center — Aho got a power play 
goal in the game’s final few minutes, but he was also guilty of 

the Hurricanes’ biggest mistake in the game, also when 
Carolina was up a man. 

Aho tried to carry the puck into the Nashville zone, but it was 
poked away and former teammate Erik Haula scored on a 
breakaway for the Predators only goal. It is only the second 
shorthanded goal allowed by the Hurricanes this season — 
the other was scored on a penalty shot by Columbus’ Cam 
Atkinson on Feb. 8.

 

 

Recap: Canes Bounce Back to Top Predators 

Trocheck, Svechnikov each record two points in 4-1 win 

By Michael Smith 

The Carolina Hurricanes got back in the win column with a 4-
1 win over the Nashville Predators, the Canes' fifth victory in 
as many games against Nashville this season. 

The Difference 

A late goal in the first period. An early goal in the second 
period. And from there, the Canes rolled. 

The Canes took somewhat of a grab bag of a first period - it 
looked better than the last game, for sure, but it wasn't 
dominant by any stretch - and turned it in their favor with a 
late tally. Petr Mrazek fired the puck up the boards and out of 
the zone with a purpose, sliding it past Nashville's pinching 
defenseman and down the ice. Jordan Staal gave chase and 
saucered a pass to Warren Foegele in the slot, where 
Foegele finished on his backhand. 

"Unbelievable pass," Foegele said. "The puck got out deep, 
and I thought I had a step on my guy. I was hoping Jordo 
saw me. Just a beautiful pass by him, and I was happy to get 
that one in." 

Just 14 seconds into the second period, the Canes doubled 
their lead. Dougie Hamilton hit Andrei Svechnikov in stride 
with a pass, and Svechnikov weaved his way through a 
triangle of Predators' defenders and slipped a backhand shot 
through Juuse Saros. 

"Not a great first period. Petr made some good saves, and it 
was nice to get a lead," head coach Rod Brind'Amour 
assessed. "We had a real good second. That looked more 
like how we want to play. That was the difference in the 
game." 

Fist Bumps 

Andrei Svechnikov 

You hope a goal like the one Svechnikov scored early in the 
second gets the 21-year-old motoring in the right direction. 
This was his first goal of the month, and maybe it's the one 
he needed to spark him offensively. 

"When you score a goal, you feel more confident," he said. 
"It was good to score, but it's just one goal. I've got to keep 
going." 

His head coach noticed his confidence, too. 

"He was really good after the first," Brind'Amour said. "He 
was one of the better players out there throughout the rest of 
the game." 

Vincent Trocheck  

About five minutes after Svechnikov doubled the Canes' 
lead, Trocheck added another to make it 3-0. 

As he skated in along the right wing, Trocheck wound up for 
a slapshot but opted for a floater that Saros had no choice 
but to simply paddle out. Trocheck then roofed his own 
rebound for his 17th goal of the season, which ranks second 
on the team. 

In the third period, Trocheck helped restore the Canes' three-
goal advantage with a beauty of a feed through the slot over 
to Sebastian Aho on the right side for the one-timer finish. 

That power-play tally was Aho's team-leading 18th goal of 
the season, and the assist was Trocheck's team-leading 17th 
power-play point of the season. 

"If you want to be one of the best teams in the league, you've 
got to come every single night," Trocheck said. "It's important 
to get back on track and make sure we're playing our game, 
especially this late into the season before we head into the 
playoffs. 

Petr Mrazek 

Had it not been for Erik Haula's shorthanded breakaway 
tally, Mrazek would have recorded his fourth shutout of the 
season. In any case, he finished the night with 19 saves on 
20 shots, and though he didn't have to see much rubber, he 
was sharp when he needed to be, especially in the first 
period when the Canes were getting to their game. 

"Petr played phenomenal tonight," Trocheck said. 

Penalty Kill 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 16, 2021 

 

The Canes' penalty kill was suffocating and effective. It was 
a perfect 4-for-4 on the night and limited the Predators to just 
one shot on goal. 

"Our pressure was really key tonight on the PK," Foegele 
said. "We were making them rim the puck and forcing them 
into errors. It was a great job by the whole unit." 

The Canes were so stout at the blue line that on one 
attempted entry, Mikael Granlund ran into Roman Josi, 
forcing the team offside. 

"It was a good job on the entries. We stifled them a few 
times. We had some good blocks. We executed pretty well," 
Brind'Amour said. "That was a key part of the game." 

Checking In With the New Guy 

Jani Hakanpaa made his debut with the Canes after being 
acquired from Anaheim at the trade deadline. Hakanpaa 
made his presence felt early with a heavy body check in the 
neutral zone on Granlund. 

"He's a massive body out there," Trocheck said of his new 
teammate. "He plays physical. He knows his role, and he 
played it well tonight." 

Hakanpaa finished the game with three hits, two blocked 
shots and a plus-1 rating in 14:48 of ice time. 

"It was a good first game for him," Brind'Amour said. "I 
thought he did a good job. He's a big man who gets in the 
way. That's one of the things I noticed right away." 

Stats Pack 

159: Speaking of Hakanpaa, his first shot on goal with the 
Canes was a 159 ft. dart from his own end. 

20: Trocheck has recorded at least a point in 14 of his last 15 
games played, and he's totaled 20 points (8g, 12a) in that 
stretch. 

100: With the primary helper on Trocheck's goal, Brett Pesce 
recorded his 100th career assist. 

Quote of the Night 

"There aren't many games left before playoffs, so we've got 
to get going and find our best game." - Andrei Svechnikov 

Up Next 

The Canes close out their season-long, eight-game 
homestand against these same Predators on Saturday night.

 

 

Svechnikov scores in Hurricanes win against Predators 

Forward gets first of month for Carolina; Trocheck has goal, 
assist 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Andrei Svechnikov and Vincent Trocheck 
each had a goal and an assist to help the Carolina 
Hurricanes defeat the Nashville Predators 4-1 at PNC Arena 
on Thursday. 

Warren Foegele and Sebastian Aho scored, and Petr Mrazek 
made 19 saves for the Hurricanes (28-10-4), who were 
coming off being swept in a two-game set by the Detroit Red 
Wings. 

Carolina is tied with the Tampa Bay Lightning for first place 
in the eight-team Discover Central Division. The top four 
teams will qualify for the Stanley Cup Playoffs.  

"I think that looked more like how we want to play," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We had a real 
good second (period), obviously. That was the difference in 
the game." 

Erik Haula scored, and Juuse Saros made 25 saves for the 
Predators (24-20-1), who are 0-4-1 against the Hurricanes 
this season and remained four points ahead of the Chicago 
Blackhawks for fourth place in the division.  

"They put a lot of pressure on you and go right at you," Haula 
said. "Puck management is key against them. In the second 
period, we got away from that. It was kind of a collective 
effort." 

Carolina took a 1-0 lead at 18:26 of the first period when 
Jordan Staal chased down a long clearing attempt by Mrazek 
and sent a centering pass to Foegele, who scored with a 
backhand at the top of the crease. 

"I thought I had a step on my guy and was hoping [Staal] 
saw me," Foegele said. "Just a beautiful pass by him. I was 
happy to get that one in." 

Svechnikov scored 14 seconds into the second period during 
a 4-on-4 to put the Hurricanes ahead 2-0. He took a pass 
from Dougie Hamilton just inside the blue line and split 
Predators defenseman Roman Josi and Ryan Ellis before 
beating Saros under his right arm with a backhand.  

It was Svechnikov's first goal since March 30 and his second 
in 12 games. 

"Obviously, when you score a goal you feel more confident," 
he said. "But it's just one goal, so I've got to keep going." 

Trocheck pushed the lead to 3-0 at 5:34 when he got his 
rebound off a slap shot from the top of the right circle. 
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The Hurricanes outshot the Predators 14-6 in the second 
period. 

"I thought we got off to a good start in the game," Nashville 
coach John Hynes said. "I didn't think we responded really 
well after the first-period goal against and into the second 
period. I thought they played much better than we did in the 
second period. We couldn't get up and get going." 

Haula scored a shorthanded goal at 9:30 of the third period 
to cut it to 3-1. Ben Harpur forced a turnover near the blue 
line, and Colton Sissons fed Haula in the neutral zone for a 
breakaway. 

Aho made it 4-1 with 2:38 remaining when he took a pass 
across the slot from Trocheck and scored with a one-timer. 

NOTES: Mrazek is 10-1-0 in 11 games against Nashville. 
Saros is 0-4-1 in eight games against Carolina. ... Hurricanes 
defenseman Brett Pesce had an assist on Trocheck's goal 
for his 100th in the NHL in his 392nd game. … Carolina 
forward Nino Niederreiter had an assist to extend his point 
streak to four games (one goal, three assists). … 
Defenseman Jani Hakanpaa, who was acquired in a trade 
with the Anaheim Ducks on Monday, had one shot, three hits 
and two blocks in 14:48 in his Hurricanes debut.

 

Hurricanes score 3 quick goals, top Predators 4-1 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Warren Foegele scored the first of 
three Carolina goals in under eight minutes and the 
Hurricanes beat the Nashville Predators 4-1 to snap a two-
game skid Thursday night. 

Andrei Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck and Sebastian Aho 
also scored for the Hurricanes. Svechnikov and Trocheck 
each added an assist. 

“If you want to be one of the best teams in the league, you’ve 
got to come every single night,” Trocheck said. “Laying an 
egg like we did the last couple, it’s important to get back on 
track and make sure we’re playing our game.” 

Erik Haula had a short-handed goal for Nashville against his 
former team, trimming the deficit to 3-1 in the third period. 

Petr Mrazek made 19 saves for Carolina, improving to 3-0-1 
since returning from a thumb injury that sidelined him for 
more than two months. 

Juuse Saros stopped 25 shots for the Predators, who lost for 
only the second time in seven games. 

“I think we had chances to get up early in the game in the 
first period,” Nashville coach John Hynes said. “I didn’t think 
we really responded well after the first-period goal against.” 

Foegele, who hadn’t scored in the first six games of a 
scheduled eight-game homestand, got his goal in transition 
with 1:34 to play in the first period. Jordan Staal’s pass set it 
up. 

“I thought I had a step on my guy and I was hoping (Staal) 
saw me, and just a beautiful pass by him,” Foegele said. 

Svechnikov scored for the first time in eight games, taking a 
pass from Dougie Hamilton and converting just 14 seconds 
into the second.  

“When you score a goal, you feel more confident,” 
Svechnikov said. “It’s just one goal so I’ve got to keep going.” 

Trocheck turned a Nashville turnover into another goal, 
batting in a rebound of his own shot to make it 3-0.  

Aho’s power-play goal with 2:38 left capped the scoring. 

WELCOME ABOARD 

Carolina defenseman Jani Hakanpaa was in the lineup three 
days after joining the team in a trade from Anaheim. 

“It was a good first game for him,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “A new system, there’s a lot going on, for 
a D-man especially.” 

Hakanpaa was on the ice for the game’s first goal. Later, he 
was assessed a second-period tripping penalty. 

He shared the team lead with two blocked shots. 

“He’s a massive body out there,” Trocheck said. “He plays 
physical. He knows his role and he played it well tonight.” 

Nashville made a trade-deadline move by picking up veteran 
defenseman Erik Gudbranson from Ottawa earlier in the 
week. He didn’t play Thursday night. 

POWER OUTAGE 

The Predators were 0 for 4 on power plays. 

“We executed pretty well on what we wanted to do,” 
Brind’Amour said of the penalty killing. “You don’t like taking 
penalties. I thought when we did, we did a nice job. That was 
a key part of the game.” 

Carolina has killed off 16 of its last 17 short-handed 
situations. 

Nashville is 0 for 12 on power plays in the last five games. 
This was only the second game in the last 11 that the 
Predators had at least four power plays. 

“We didn’t win many faceoffs on power plays,” Hynes said, 
noting that chances decreased right way.  

ANOTHER CHANCE 
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Nashville had left wing Tanner Jeannot in the lineup for the 
third game in a row and fourth time this season. He scored 
his first NHL goal two nights earlier against Tampa Bay, 

Through two periods, only Jeannot and Mattias Ekholm had 
more than one shot on goal for the Predators. They each had 
two. 

By the end of the game, Jeannot had a team-high seven hits. 

UP NEXT 

The teams meet in a rematch Saturday night in Raleigh.

 

 

 
NHL 2021 trade-season grades for all 31 teams 

By Emily Kaplan and Greg Wyshynski 

The 2021 NHL trade deadline was this week. "Dead" being 
the operative word. 

There were only 17 deals made on April 12, involving 26 
players. Compare that with last season's deadline day, which 
yielded 32 trades involving 55 players. But the 2020 NHL 
trade deadline happened in "the before times." Obviously, a 
lot has changed. 

The COVID-19 pandemic shifted the economic landscape for 
the NHL. The flat salary cap of $81.5 million this season, and 
in subsequent seasons, left teams unable to trade out high-
salaried players or take them on without some creative 
maneuvers, such as having a third team shoulder part of the 
cap hit in a side deal. The lack of ticket revenue around the 
league left some teams cautious about adding players with 
high base salaries or with term left on their contracts beyond 
this season. Also impacting trades with term: The Seattle 
expansion draft happening this summer, as teams are 
restricted in the number of players they can protect from the 
tentacles of the Kraken. 

There were other pandemic-related issue too, such as the 
quarantine necessary for players crossing the Canadian 
border. Then there were the factors commonplace at any 
deadline: The ask for a trade being too high, and teams that 
should be dealing players away standing pat because they're 
in a playoff race (or close enough to believe they're in it). 

Which teams made out the best at a less-than-busy trade 
deadline? Here is our NHL trade deadline report card, where 
there were many more winners than losers. 

Note: Emily Kaplan graded teams from the East and Central 
divisions, and Greg Wyshynski graded the West and North 
divisions. Clubs are listed alphabetically at each grade, with 
separate groups for teams with plus grades, regular grades 
and minus grades within the overall letter. 

A grades 

Calgary Flames: A 

Key additions: F Emil Heineman, 2022 second-round pick, 
2022 third-round pick 

Key subtractions: G David Rittich, F Sam Bennett 

Missed opportunity: Trading 34-year-old center Derek Ryan, 
the kind of depth center and effective penalty killer a 
contender might want. But, perhaps, might not want at 
$3.125 million against the cap. 

Our take: The Flames could use some good news after hiring 
coach Darryl Sutter didn't spark a turnaround in their 
disappointing season. They received some at the trade 
deadline. Bennett asked for a trade earlier this season. Even 
though he reportedly rescinded the request, he was traded to 
the Panthers for a 2022 second-rounder and an intriguing 
prospect in Heineman. Drafted at No. 43 last year, Heineman 
is a powerful skater who plays hard and can score goals. So 
essentially it was two second-rounders for a pending 
restricted free agent who didn't want to be there. 

GM Brad Treliving also snagged a 2022 third-rounder from 
the Maple Leafs for Rittich, retaining salary on the deal. The 
former starting netminder is an unrestricted free agent after 
this season. Kudos to Treliving for getting both picks in the 
2022 draft, which will offer more certainty on prospects than 
this year's pandemic-impacted one. The cruel irony of course 
being that Treliving might not be the one making those picks, 
based on the Flames' current status. 

Columbus Blue Jackets: A 

Key additions: 2021 first-round pick (TOR), 2021 first-round 
pick (TB), 2022 third-round pick, 2022 fourth-round pick, 
2022 conditional seventh-round pick 

Key subtractions: F Nick Foligno, D David Savard, F Riley 
Nash, F Stefan Noesen 

Missed opportunity: GM Jarmo Kekalainen doesn't dwell on 
missed opportunities. He always acts with conviction. After 
four straight years of making the playoffs, the Blue Jackets 
experienced a serious decline this season, and the GM was 
ready to act. He traded away his captain (Foligno) and one of 
his most reliable defensemen (Savard). He asked around 
about pending unrestricted free agent Michael Del Zotto, too, 
but the market didn't seem to yield much (plus, Del Zotto's 
stock isn't as high as it was earlier this season). Columbus 
was even able to muster something for injured Nash (who 
would have been a desirable name), although it was just a 
conditional seventh-round pick. 

Our take: Leave it to Kekalainen to do what's hard but 
necessary. He knew his team didn't have it this season, so 
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he decided to press reset. "Retool" is the word the Blue 
Jackets are using, not rebuild. 

"I mean, we built this culture," veteran forward Cam Atkinson 
said. "It took us a long time to get us to where we are, and 
I'm sure as hell not going to let this thing slide." 

Kekalainen landed two of the three first-round picks handed 
out at this deadline. The GM also handled Foligno's situation 
with class, so don't rule out a return this summer -- meaning 
Foligno could potentially play with the draft picks he helped 
secure. Imagine that. 

Detroit Red Wings: A 

Key additions: F Jakub Vrana, F Richard Panik, 2021 first-
round pick (WSH), 2021 fourth-round pick, 2021 fifth-round 
pick, 2022 second-round pick, 2022 fourth-round pick, F 
Hayden Verbeek 

Key subtractions: F Anthony Mantha, D Patrik Nemeth, D 
Jon Merrill 

Missed opportunity: It was surprising to see a few pending 
unrestricted free agents on the roster stay; mostly goalie 
Jonathan Bernier, who one scout told me a few weeks ago 
was the best goalie potentially available at the deadline. 
Sounds as if the Red Wings could re-sign Bernier, who has 
battled hard for them. There were also no takers for Luke 
Glendening, Sam Gagner or Marc Staal. Instead, GM Steve 
Yzerman opted to focus on roster players his peers found 
most valuable, such as Mantha for the Capitals and the Avs 
coveting a reunion with Nemeth. 

Our take: Yzerman is engineering a full-on rebuild. The first 
thing he needed was ammunition, and he certainly has it. 
After this deadline, the Red Wings have a whopping 19 picks 
over the first five rounds in the next two years -- including 
five picks in the first two rounds of 2021. 

There's a sense around the league that Yzerman believes 
the rebuild might take a bit longer, which is why he was 
willing to part with Mantha; the 26-year-old will be past his 
prime by the time the Red Wings are ready to contend. While 
Yzerman has certainly earned trust for how he built the 
Lightning, he's also asking for patience. The future might be 
bright, but he's also asking Red Wings fans to brace for a 
few more unmemorable seasons. 

Los Angeles Kings: A 

Key additions: Conditional 2022 third-round pick; conditional 
2023 fourth-round pick 

Key subtractions: F Jeff Carter 

Missed opportunity: What, they could find a taker for Jeff 
Carter but Jonathan Quick continues to languish on the 
roster? 

Our take: In the Penguins, the Kings found a team for whom 
Carter wanted to play. They found a general manager in Ron 
Hextall, who worked with Carter in Los Angeles as an 
assistant GM, who was willing to give up two conditional 
picks for him. We did not have a Jeff Carter trade in 2021 on 
our NHL deadline bingo board. That GM Rob Blake made it 
happen earns a high grade, but we'll go ahead and give him 

an A for also securing the services of left wing Alex Iafallo for 
the next four years at $4 million annually. 

New York Islanders: A 

Key additions: F Kyle Palmieri, F Travis Zajac, D Braydon 
Coburn 

Key subtractions: 2021 first-round pick, 2022 fourth-round 
pick, 2021 seventh-round pick, F A.J. Greer, F Mason Jobst 

Missed opportunity: The Islanders were in on Taylor Hall -- 
before they decided to make the trade for Palmieri and Zajac 
instead -- earlier in the week. GM Lou Lamoriello kept tabs 
on Hall over the weekend and could have swooped in if the 
package required to trade for him had dropped significantly 
on Monday. But the Islanders made their choice and seem 
happy with it. 

Our take: New York had one glaring area of need: a 
replacement for captain Anders Lee, who is out for the rest of 
the season (ACL). But the Islanders also have to operate 
under Lamoriello's rules, meaning the players they brought in 
had to fit in with the culture. Coburn, Palmieri and Zajac 
blend in seamlessly (and I'm not just talking about their 
willingness to shave their facial hair). 

It's the second straight deadline when Lamoriello has 
wheeled and dealed big, but he also didn't have to subtract 
any roster players from the current group. It signals that the 
Islanders believe their time to win is now. 

Toronto Maple Leafs: A 

Key additions: F Nick Foligno, F Stefan Noesen, F Riley 
Nash, D Ben Hutton, G David Rittich, F Antti Suomela 

Key subtractions: 2021 first-round pick, 2022 third-round 
pick, 2022 fourth-round pick, F Alexander Barabanov 

Missed opportunity: Getting a goaltender who's better than 
Rittich, also adding another stout defensive defenseman on 
the back end. But in both cases, inventory was as much of a 
problem as having the available cap space and player and/or 
picks with which they were willing to part. 

Our take: No one's sure whether Taylor Hall would have 
gone to Toronto, because his heart was so set on going to 
Boston. What we do know is that GM Kyle Dubas was more 
interested in adding a player like Foligno at the deadline and 
that he was willing to give up a first-rounder to get him. The 
Leafs have players like Hall. They've failed to win a playoff 
series in four straight postseasons and were accused of 
being too easy to play against and of not defending at a 
championship level. Foligno addresses both deficiencies in a 
way Hall wouldn't have, and he joins a parade of veteran 
players with character whom Dubas has added in the past 
year: Joe Thornton, T.J. Brodie and Wayne Simmonds 
among them. 

Nash is a very good depth center, and Hutton adds to the 
defensive depth. The health of goalie Frederik Andersen is 
obviously a huge issue for this team. Rittich, despite not 
having the ceiling that Andersen has, is better in some 
aspects, such as high-danger saves. But the fact remains 
that the Leafs might try to win the Cup with three goalies with 
little to no playoff experience -- current No. 1 Jack Campbell 
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has none, and Michael Hutchinson is the most tested, with 
four(!) playoff appearances. 

But we still really like what Dubas did here. He knows his 
team. He knows the needs. And he has given the Maple 
Leafs nearly everything they need to challenge for the 
championship. Or win a playoff round. One of the two. 

Boston Bruins A- 

Key additions: F Taylor Hall, D Mike Reilly, F Curtis Lazar 

Key subtractions: F Anders Bjork, 2021 second-round pick, 
2022 third-round pick 

Missed opportunity: None. This was a really good deadline 
for the Bruins. GM Don Sweeney addressed his two biggest 
needs without having to give up a first-round pick. I'm told 
surrendering a first-round pick was pretty much a nonstarter 
for Boston in talks with other teams, which makes sense 
because they've done it in two of the past three years; those 
trades were for Rick Nash and Ondrej Kase, and neither 
move panned out as planned. The Bruins clearly feel OK 
about Tuukka Rask's health (and confident enough in their 
young goalies) not to pick up reinforcements in net. 

Our take: Boston wants to win one more Stanley Cup with its 
veteran core, and you've got to admire the urgency, while 
also balancing the imperative to avoid mortgaging the future. 

Scoring, especially outside of the Bruins' top line, has been 
an issue all season. Sure, Hall scored only two goals in 37 
games. Boston is banking that the winger's absurdly low 
2.3% shooting percentage portends that he's due for an 
outburst -- or, at the very least, more production -- now that 
he's in a better lineup with a lesser role. The Bruins also get 
to audition him to see whether they want to commit long 
term. 

Don't discount Lazar's impact on a checking line. Meanwhile, 
Reilly should be a sneaky good blue-line pickup. 

Chicago Blackhawks: A- 

Key additions: F Adam Gaudette, F Brett Connolly, F Vinnie 
Hinostroza, 2021 second-round pick, 2022 third-round pick, 
2021 fifth-round pick, 2021 seventh-round pick, D Riley 
Stillman, F Henrik Borgstrom, rights to F Ryder Rolston, F 
Josh Dickinson 

Key subtractions: F Mattias Janmark, F Carl Soderberg, F 
Lucas Wallmark, F Matthew Highmore, D Lucas Carlsson, D 
Madison Bowey, F Brad Morrison 

Missed opportunity: The Blackhawks were the busiest NHL 
team the past two weeks, so it's hard to identify moves that 
they should have or could have made. The Blackhawks were 
taking calls on defenseman Nikita Zadorov (whom they 
acquired last offseason from Colorado), but it looks as if 
Chicago is happy to have the 26-year-old as part of its future 
plans, and now needs to figure out an extension. 

Our take: Chicago should feel good about this trade 
deadline. Everything fits within GM Stan Bowman's 
rebuilding plan: The Blackhawks picked up more draft 
capital, more prospects and younger players. Borgstrom is a 
player to get excited about, and the cost was taking on 

Connolly's contract (which isn't terrible; he just fell out of 
favor in Florida). 

Speaking of Connolly, Bowman also made sure to replace 
veterans lost, which will help the team stay competitive. The 
Gaudette-for-Highmore swap might have been Bowman's 
finest work, though. Highmore had lost his fourth-line role to 
Brandon Hagel, and Gaudette is younger with more upside. 
A change of scenery will benefit both players. If there was a 
bigger move to be made -- similar to the Dylan Strome trade 
from 2018 -- well, that type of business is best done in the 
summer. 

Florida Panthers: A- 

Key additions: F Sam Bennett, D Brandon Montour, D Lucas 
Carlsson, F Lucas Wallmark, 2022 sixth-round pick 

Key subtractions: F Brett Connolly, F Vinnie Hinostroza, D 
Riley Stillman, 2022 second-round pick, 2021 third-round 
pick, 2021 seventh-round pick, F Henrik Borgstrom, F Emil 
Heineman 

Missed opportunity: The Panthers could have traded Chris 
Driedger. The 26-year-old made a surprise run as the 
primary starter earlier in the season, but with Sergei 
Bobrovsky back and top prospect Spencer Knight signed, he 
was potentially expendable. Florida decided to hang on to 
Driedger, determining that he would be important to their 
playoff aspirations -- even if that meant they could lose him 
for nothing in the expansion draft. 

Our take: First-year GM Bill Zito was active, making a flurry 
of moves to make the Panthers even more intriguing down 
the stretch. His team has overachieved so far, and the GM 
felt he owed it to the group to add -- while also putting his 
own stamp on the roster. Besides the trade deadline pickups, 
Florida also signed former KHL scoring champ Nikita Gusev, 
who had flamed out in New Jersey. 

"We didn't necessarily have a plan to have a nexus between 
each acquisition where they all had that similar trait," Zito 
said. "But, reflecting back on guys, it seems as if many of 
them do." 

All of the Panthers' additions are players with immense talent 
that hasn't been realized in the NHL yet. Florida is hoping a 
fresh start is all those players need to tap into their potential. 

Tampa Bay Lightning: A- 

Key additions: D David Savard 

Key subtractions: 2021 first-round pick, 2021 fourth-round 
pick, 2022 third-round pick 

Missed opportunity: It's hard to identify a missed opportunity 
when a team that seemingly could do nothing at all -- thanks 
to cap restraints -- found a way to do something. And did 
something big, to boot. 

Explained GM Julien BriseBois: "As I was contemplating this 
trade, my thought was, if I have the opportunity to acquire 
David Savard and I passed up on that opportunity and then 
the playoffs start and eventually we failed in our quest for a 
championship because our right-shot D wasn't good enough, 
that was going to hurt, that was going to hurt a lot." 
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Our take: BriseBois clearly likes his chance at repeating as 
champions, so he's going for it. The Lightning said goodbye 
to Zach Bogosian, Braydon Coburn and Kevin Shattenkirk 
over the summer and never really replaced them. What's 
more, the team is trying not to overwhelm top rookie Cal 
Foote and thus is easing his NHL transition. 

The Lightning went against an organizational philosophy not 
to give up a first-round pick for a rental because they view 
Savard as a perfect fit. The trade package sent back to 
Columbus was a big one, but the stakes -- a tight cap crunch 
this season and this summer -- called for something drastic. 

B grades 

Minnesota Wild: B+ 

Key additions: None 

Key subtractions: None 

Missed opportunity: Trading away one of the defensemen 
they might end up losing to the Seattle Kraken in the 
expansion draft, such as Matt Dumba or Carson Soucy. 

Our take: There was no doubt temptation for GM Bill Guerin 
to add something to his surprising contender in the West 
Division. He was steadfast in saying he wasn't going to trade 
a first-round pick for a rental. He held firm on that vow: 
Despite interest in Blue Jackets winger Nick Foligno, and a 
potential family reunion with brother Marcus Foligno on the 
Wild, there was no way Guerin was going to beat the Maple 
Leafs' offer for him, which included a first-round pick. 

Should the Wild have added something to bolster their 
chances in the West playoffs, as a reward to the players for a 
great campaign? Maybe. But as Guerin said, "our time will 
come where we do that, but today just wasn't the day." 

Montreal Canadiens: B+ 

Key additions: D Jon Merrill, D Erik Gustafsson 

Key subtractions: D Victor Mete, 2021 fifth-round pick, 2022 
seventh-round pick, F Hayden Verbeek 

Missed opportunity: Trading Mete to a contender rather than 
just losing him to the Senators through waivers. 

Our take: Three cheers for inactivity. GM Marc Bergevin 
made his big deals during the offseason, when he added 
Tyler Toffoli, Josh Anderson, Joel Edmundson, Jake Allen 
and Corey Perry. He got ahead of the field and traded for 
center Eric Staal from the Sabres roughly two weeks before 
the deadline. After dropping Mete on waivers, the Canadiens 
added a defensive specialist in Merrill from the Red Wings 
and the more offensive Gustafsson from the Flyers. 

Given how pressure-packed this season has been in 
Montreal, with the head coach and goaltending coach getting 
fired, it was actually refreshing to see typically aggressive 
Bergevin take a more measured approach at the deadline 
and take the long view on this roster. Of course, losing four 
of five games before the deadline probably encouraged that 
mindset, too. 

New York Rangers: B+ 

Key additions: None 

Key subtractions: None 

Missed opportunity: The Rangers could have traded 31-year-
old Brendan Smith, whose contract expires this summer. 
With Jack Johnson sidelined the rest of the season, Smith is 
New York's most veteran blueliner, and he has quietly played 
a solid season. The market, or appetite from the Rangers, 
just wasn't there. "I think it's clear that we have a plan in 
place," GM Jeff Gorton said. "And nothing that came along 
was going to add to what we wanted to do and was 
something we felt was going to help us short term or long 
term." 

Our take: The Rangers are adhering to their rebuilding plan, 
and it's hard to argue with the results. Management wasn't 
banking on them to be a playoff team this season, but the 
team has played well lately and is making a push. This 
season is all about getting the young players experience. 

While the team has been in the pick and prospect 
accumulation business lately, the Rangers are actually pretty 
set right now. They had to move Brendan Lemieux in March 
to create room for the logjam, and they have six picks in the 
first four rounds of the 2021 draft. Time to let the kids cook. 

Ottawa Senators: B+ 

Key additions: 2022 third-round pick 

Key subtractions: D Erik Gudbranson, D Braydon Coburn, D 
Mike Reilly 

Missed opportunity: Finding anyone interested in trading for 
pending free agent Ryan Dzingel, plus not being more 
ambitious with trying to trade someone such as center Chris 
Tierney, who has one more year left on his deal. 

Our take: If the NHL trade deadline is a party, then GM 
Pierre Dorion is the guy bringing the pizzas and board 
games every year. Over the past three seasons, his deadline 
trades have included Jean-Gabriel Pageau, Matt Duchene, 
Mark Stone, Derick Brassard, the aforementioned Mr. 
Dzingel and almost Erik Karlsson, whom he would deal away 
later in 2018. 

So it's both good news and bad news that the Senators didn't 
really have any of those above-average veteran players to 
move at this deadline. That said, if you wanted a veteran 
depth defenseman and had a seventh-round pick to burn, 
Dorion was your guy, as that was the trade for Gudbranson 
(to the Predators) and for Coburn (to the Islanders). He did 
nicely on Reilly, getting a third-rounder in 2022 from the 
Bruins for the 27-year-old pending UFA -- not bad, especially 
since Dorion acquired Reilly in January 2020 for a fifth-
rounder and a prospect. 

Pittsburgh Penguins: B+ 

Key additions: F Jeff Carter 

Key subtractions: 2022 conditional third-round pick, 2023 
fourth-round pick 

Missed opportunity: Not getting Sam Bennett. Or Taylor Hall. 
Or any other forwards on the market. Ownership has given a 
mandate to win now. Management didn't want to be reckless 
with an already-bare prospect and draft pool, but it's worth 
wondering whether the Penguins could have done more to 
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improve their chances -- especially since the other three 
teams atop the East all made splashy trades. 

Our take: The Penguins have been decimated by injuries 
once again, especially at center. Carter can play center, and 
he's versatile throughout the lineup, which is something 
president of hockey operations Brian Burke and GM Ron 
Hextall covet. What's more, they didn't surrender a first-
round pick. 

Burke called his old friends at the Ducks and asked about 
Ryan Getzlaf. That didn't work. So Hextall called his old 
friends at the Kings and landed Carter, a 36-year-old two-
time Stanley Cup champion. Well played, and perfectly on 
brand. We really should have seen it coming. 

San Jose Sharks: B+ 

Key additions: F Alexander Barabanov, G Magnus Chrona, 
2021 fourth-round pick, 2021 fifth-round pick, 2022 fifth-
round pick 

Key subtractions: G Devan Dubnyk, F Stefan Noesen, C 
Antti Suomela 

Missed opportunity: Trading forward Marcus Sorensen, who 
could have been a decent depth winger on a good team and 
has an expiring contract. Then again, he has played to a 
sub-replacement level this season and the market might not 
have been there. 

Our take: Sharks GM Doug Wilson got into the contract 
laundering business this trade deadline. They acquired a 
2022 fifth-round pick for retaining a portion of Mattias 
Janmark's salary in his trade to Vegas. They picked up a 
2021 fourth-round pick for retaining salary on Nick Foligno to 
facilitate his trade to Toronto and sent Noesen to the Leafs. 
Barabanov is a KHL import who never earned a steady gig 
with the Leafs, playing just 8:37 per game on average in 13 
contests. Besides giving them an awesome name in the 
pipeline, Magnus Chrona also gives the Sharks some 
potential as a 20-year-old goalie prospect from the University 
of Denver who stands 6-foot-5. 

We'll knock this grade down a bit because they traded 
Dubnyk, one of the only goalies on the market with playoff 
experience, for a fifth-rounder and defenseman Greg 
Pateryn, after getting Dubnyk from the Wild for a fifth-rounder 
before the season. 

Vegas Golden Knights: B+ 

Key additions: F Mattias Janmark 

Key subtractions: 2021 second-round pick, 2022 third-round 
pick, 2022 fifth-round pick 

Missed opportunity: Making another big splash, as the 
Knights have done at every trade deadline in franchise 
history: Tomas Tatar, Mark Stone, Robin Lehner. But it 
wasn't for a lack of trying on Kelly McCrimmon's part. 

Our take: The Knights were happy with the roster they have, 
and rightfully so as one of the NHL's clear Stanley Cup 
contenders. But if there has been a constant struggle for the 
team over the past couple of seasons, it's been depth at 
center and finding the right mix to solidify an effective third 
line. 

Janmark is a speedy forward who played several roles for 
the Stars in his first four seasons in the league before signing 
with the Blackhawks. He can play in the middle; he can play 
on the wing; and he can play up and down the lineup. His 
first game was spent with Alex Tuch and Tomas Nosek. The 
cap-strapped Knights made the deal work by having Chicago 
pick up a portion of the cap hit and having San Jose pick up 
even more of it, hence the draft capital going the other way. 

But Vegas was dealing from a position of strength there. 
Given the options and the economics, it was a fine addition 
here, if not the blockbusters we're used to seeing from the 
Golden Knights at the deadline. 

Dallas Stars: B 

Key additions: None 

Key subtractions: None 

Missed opportunity: Not trading Jamie Oleksiak. The 
defenseman, whose contract expires this summer, was of 
high interest to several teams. However, Stars GM Jim Nill 
said they would trade the 28-year-old only if the team was 
blown away with an offer. It wasn't. Dallas views Oleksiak as 
an important part of its push for the playoffs, and it also 
would like to re-sign him this summer. The Stars have 
already traded Oleksiak once before reacquiring him; it's 
probably kindest not to put him through that again. 

Our take: The Stars sit outside of playoff position but are 
hoping they have enough fuel to pass the Blackhawks and 
Predators. Dallas does have three games in hand. The Stars 
also are getting some reinforcements outside of the trade 
market. Dallas claimed defenseman Sami Vatanen on 
waivers, and it hopes to welcome back Tyler Seguin before 
the end of the season. The Stars haven't been at full strength 
all season, but we know what they're capable of, even if the 
results haven't been there. So it's wise to stay the course. 

Edmonton Oilers: B 

Key additions: D Dmitry Kulikov 

Key subtractions: Conditional 2022 fourth-round pick 

Missed opportunity: It wasn't a bumper crop as far as centers 
go, but the Oilers could have found someone on an expiring 
contract to help upgrade the depth at that position. 

Our take: A few teams clearly communicated to their players 
and the rest of the hockey world who they really are. One of 
those teams was the Oilers. This is not a Stanley Cup 
contender. This is a team with several needs in its lineup that 
wasn't going to dig into its draft picks and prospects to 
address them at this time. 

Former Devils defenseman Kulikov is a fine bandage on the 
left side, a defensive defenseman who can kill penalties. 
He'll come off the books this offseason. So will Alex 
Chiasson, Adam Larsson, Tyson Barrie and Mike Smith. The 
Oilers are going to finally have a little cap flexibility for GM 
Ken Holland, and one assumes they'll be more active going 
forward. 
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New Jersey Devils: B 

Key additions: 2021 first-round pick (NYI), 2022 fourth-round 
pick, 2022 conditional fourth-round pick, 2021 seventh-round 
pick, F A.J. Greer, F Mason Jobst 

Key subtractions: F Kyle Palmieri, F Travis Zajac, D Dmitry 
Kulikov 

Missed opportunity: Not trading defenseman Ryan Murray, 
though GM Tom Fitzgerald had some sound reasoning. "I 
just didn't feel that the offers were something of value to us 
as an organization, to take another veteran out of this 
lineup," Fitzgerald said. "We still want to be competitive. ... 
Ryan still helps us stay competitive, and I just wasn't giving 
players away." 

The focus is on the future, but it could hurt young players' 
development (including goalie Mackenzie Blackwood) if 
they're on a truly terrible team. 

Our take: The Palmieri trade was inevitable after the Devils 
and Palmieri's camp couldn't agree on a long-term extension. 
According to sources, the term on the deal was the big 
holdup. Being able to snag one of just three first-round picks 
that were moved at the deadline was a solid piece of 
business for Fitzgerald, even if this quote didn't exactly sit 
well with all Devils fans: "I hope the pick we get is the 32nd 
pick. I hope both of these gentlemen win the Cup." 

I thought the Devils could have received a better pick for 
Kulikov, but the conditions on the fourth-round pick are that it 
becomes a third-rounder if Edmonton wins one playoff round 
this year. So Fitzgerald will be rooting for the Oilers as well 
as the Islanders this spring. 

Arizona Coyotes: B- 

Key additions: None 

Key subtractions: None 

Missed opportunity: Trading 35-year-old defenseman Alex 
Goligoski, a pending unrestricted free agent. Given how high 
the returns were for other "defensive defenseman" rentals, 
like David Savard -- and how much that kind of role player 
was in demand -- one assumes the Coyotes would have 
gotten something here. But GM Bill Armstrong believed that 
keeping Goligoski around for a playoff push and as a mentor 
for burgeoning star Jakob Chychrun was more important 
than parting with him for a middle-round pick. 

Our take: The Coyotes were in a weird place here. They had 
some players like Derick Brassard and Jason Demers who 
evidently didn't generate enough interest at the deadline. 
They had players like defenseman Niklas Hjalmarsson and 
goalie Antti Raanta who certainly would have brought back a 
return, but Hjalmarsson has a no-move clause he wasn't 
willing to waive and Raanta was injured. 

But mostly, Armstrong didn't want to pull apart a team that 
had admirably battled through adversity to contend for a 
playoff spot in the West Division. The Coyotes had a 34% 
chance of making the playoffs on Monday. A few low-
percentage draft picks weren't enough to sway him to tear 
apart the team, even though the Coyotes clearly need more 
draft capital. 

Carolina Hurricanes B- 

Key additions: D Jani Hakanpaa, 2022 sixth-round pick 

Key subtractions: D Haydn Fleury 

Missed opportunity: Not making a splash. Teuvo Teravainen 
(concussion) remains sidelined with no timetable to return; a 
scoring winger would have been good insurance. The Canes 
wanted a right-shot defenseman, but they opted for a little-
known 29-year-old with 47 games of NHL experience. There 
was also the chance to upgrade in goal. 

But the looming expansion draft and upcoming contract 
negotiations for Dougie Hamilton and Andrei Svechnikov are 
clearly weighing on management. GM Don Waddell opted for 
cost certainty, and for a pretty boring deadline. 

Our take: The Canes were super active at the 2020 deadline, 
adding Brady Skjei, Sami Vatanen and Vincent Trocheck. In 
2021, Carolina entered trade deadline day in first place in its 
division and management played it much more 
conservatively. 

However, it's a tight race and the Lightning and the Panthers 
made big additions to their blue lines. In Hakanpaa, Carolina 
is getting someone who fits a need (physical, stay-at-home, 
right-shot defenseman) but might not be an impact player. 

Colorado Avalanche B- 

Key additions: G Devan Dubnyk, C Carl Soderberg, D Patrik 
Nemeth 

Key subtractions: Rights to F Ryder Rolston, F Josh 
Dickinson, 2022 fourth-round pick, D Greg Pateryn, 2021 
fifth-round pick 

Missed opportunity: Acquiring another high-impact veteran 
goal-scoring winger. The Avalanche were in on Taylor Hall, 
and there were intriguing options like Kyle Palmieri available. 
A rental like that would have really filled out one of the best 
lineups in the NHL. 

Our take: How one grades the Avalanche here is contingent 
entirely on how one feels about Dubnyk as their backup to 
Philipp Grubauer now that Pavel Francouz is officially done 
for the season after surgery. The 34-year-old has 26 games 
of playoff experience, and has certainly been better this 
season for the Sharks than he was last season for the Wild. 
But he was still a sub-replacement goalie with a .905 save 
percentage over his past seven appearances. 

That said, getting Nemeth from Detroit and reuniting with 
Soderberg from Chicago were both solid depth moves, 
adding size for that seemingly inevitable showdown with 
Vegas in the playoffs. While we weren't crazy about the 
Dubnyk trade, and wish the Avalanche could have added 
one more veteran winger, this is still a team in the upper 
echelon of Stanley Cup contenders, thanks to what GM Joe 
Sakic has done the past several seasons. 

Philadelphia Flyers: B- 

Key additions: 2021 fifth-round pick, 2022 seventh-round 
pick 

Key subtractions: F Michael Raffl, D Erik Gustafsson 
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Missed opportunity: Flyers GM Chuck Fletcher said he woke 
up on Monday morning not knowing whether the team would 
trade Scott Laughton or sign him. There was plenty of 
interest in the versatile forward. But the Flyers decided they 
valued him too much, plus Laughton wanted to stay. So 
Philadelphia signed the 26-year-old to a five-year, $15 million 
extension -- deciding that if the rest of the league's opinion of 
the player was so high, letting him go would be regrettable. 

Our take: The Flyers have been stumbling. Entering the 
deadline, they were 8-12-3 since the beginning of March, 
plagued by defensive lapses and poor goaltending. They 
have allowed the second most goals per game in the league. 
There's always a temptation to be drastic in a situation like 
this. Instead, Fletcher took the prudent approach; he'll 
reassess his team in the offseason, when the market for 
many players will be better. 

That said, getting some defensive help wouldn't have been 
the worst thing in the world. The Flyers were linked to 
players such as Mattias Ekholm early. Though the deals to 
acquire defensemen were a little rich in some cases, 
Philadelphia is going to continue to leave its goaltenders high 
and dry with this group. 

Washington Capitals: B- 

Key additions: F Anthony Mantha 

Key subtractions: F Jakub Vrana, F Richard Panik, 2021 
first-round pick, 2022 second-round pick 

Missed opportunity: Not getting a goalie. The Capitals signed 
Henrik Lundqvist in the offseason because they weren't sure 
they could count on two youngsters, Ilya Samsonov and 
Vitek Vanecek, in a season with Cup aspirations. Lundqvist's 
heart condition unfortunately has kept him out, despite his 
trying to return. The Caps could have been in on any of the 
veteran goalies on the market -- Jonathan Bernier, Devan 
Dubnyk, David Rittich -- but instead decided to ride it out with 
the personnel they have. Mostly, Washington decided that 
Samsonov and Vanecek had shown enough to earn trust. 

Our take: Well, this was unexpected. GM Brian MacLellan 
made the biggest splash of Monday with a blockbuster deal 
with the Red Wings. Although the trade package heading to 
Detroit was extremely rich -- and parting with the 
underachieving but promising Vrana could come back to bite 
the Caps -- Washington acted with conviction. 

For the Caps, this was about improving the group (they really 
like Mantha and believe he can be a regular scorer in their 
lineup) but also about cost certainty. With Alex Ovechkin's 
contract negotiation looming this summer, the fact that 
Mantha is under contract for three more years was attractive. 
Vrana was due a new contract, and Panik, at $2.75 million 
for two more years, wasn't adding much. It's a risk to give up 
so much draft capital, but it's one worth taking. 

C grades 

Nashville Predators: C+ 

Key additions: D Erik Gudbranson 

Key subtractions: D Brandon Fortunato, 2023 seventh-round 
pick 

Missed opportunity: Not trading Mikael Granlund. The 
Predators are back in the playoff mix, which had GM David 
Poile backing off from doing anything major. He's now talking 
about getting Filip Forsberg and Mattias Ekholm extended 
before next season (both players are UFAs in 2022). The 
Predators also might try to extend Granlund, who is a UFA 
this summer. Poile said he didn't want to trade Granlund as 
he's been a big part of the Predators' success, but he also 
would have yielded a high return -- and like it or not, 
Nashville has to start thinking about a retool. 

Our take: A few weeks ago, the Predators were poised to be 
the trade deadline's biggest traders. Then the team rattled off 
12 wins in 15 games, pushing themselves into playoff 
position, and Poile decided to stand pat. I understand the 
pressure he feels to make the playoffs, but do we really 
believe Nashville has what it takes to make a run? The 
Predators will likely make the playoffs as a fourth seed, 
where they're vulnerable for yet another early exit. That 
further stalls the inevitable rebuild. At some point, Poile is 
going to need to face the music. 

St. Louis Blues: C+ 

Key additions: None 

Key subtractions: None 

Missed opportunity: Trading away any of their pending 
unrestricted free agents, such as Tyler Bozak, Mike Hoffman 
or Jaden Schwartz, or pending restricted free-agent Vince 
Dunn. Or course, things did get a little more complicated for 
GM Doug Armstrong than anticipated. 

Our take: Armstrong has shown an ability in the past to be 
merciless with his team at the deadline, trading away players 
such as Paul Stastny and Kevin Shattenkirk when the Blues 
were in playoff contention. But not this time. The Blues have 
a 41.6% chance of making the playoffs, per Money Puck, 
and were in the midst of a three-game winning streak ahead 
of the deadline. 

"Certainly the play of the last three games and being in a 
playoff spot today was a reflection of really deciding to stand 
pat with this group," Armstrong said. 

The Blues didn't improve their team for the short term, 
thanks in part to the flat cap; or flip players for long-term 
help. If this ends up with St. Louis making the playoffs and 
making noise, then it'll look like a shrewd move. If this ends 
up with the Blues missing the playoffs, or just being cannon 
fodder for the Avalanche or Golden Knights, it'll look short-
sighted. 

Vancouver Canucks: C 

Key additions: D Madison Bowey, F Matthew Highmore 

Key subtractions: F Adam Gaudette, D Jordie Benn 

Missed opportunity: Cutting deeper into this roster with 
moves involving Alexander Edler, Travis Hamonic and 
Brandon Sutter, all of whom are in the final years of their 
contracts. But they all had trade protection, too, and we're 
trying to find the guy who gave it to them. (Stares at GM Jim 
Benning.) 
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Our take: The Canucks did some non-trade business around 
the trade deadline that should be mentioned here. Goalie 
Thatcher Demko was given a five-year, $25 million contract 
extension; and while long-term deals for goalies aren't 
preferable as a rule, it's a good gamble that Demko will 
continue to progress into a solid starting netminder. 

The other was a three-year deal for forward Tanner Pearson, 
with a $3.25 million annual cap hit -- a contract that's fine, 
except when taken in context with the other contracts 
Benning handed out to depth players. 

As far as the deadline trades, he blew the Gaudette deal with 
Chicago, as the 24-year-old pending restricted free agent 
could have brought back a better player than Highmore. 
Bowey was a nice bargain pickup from Chicago, however, 
giving the Canucks a little more flexibility on their blue line. 
Obviously, there were external factors affecting this deadline 
for Vancouver, from the flat cap to the expansion draft to the 
fact that most of the team was in the COVID protocol on 
Monday. 

Winnipeg Jets: C 

Key additions: D Jordie Benn 

Key subtractions: 2021 sixth-round pick 

Missed opportunity: Trading for an impact defenseman. 
Making a trade involving an impact defenseman. Finding a 
team that had an impact defenseman, calling it up and 
saying, "How might we trade for this person?" 

Really, we could phrase this about 200 more ways, but we 
think you get the point here. 

Our take: The Jets have quality depth at forward and goalie 
Connor Hellebuyck, who is at worst the second-best goalie in 
the NHL today. They're a team that has been included on 
many "top 5 Stanley Cup contenders" lists. No disrespect 
intended for Benn, who is a solid third-pairing defenseman 
having a good season on a bad Canucks team. But this team 
needed more than Jordie Benn to boost its blue line. 

The counterargument from the Jets is that they have some 
solid defensive prospects on the way in Ville Heinola and 
Dylan Samberg and that they didn't want to dip into their 
draft capital to trade for a rental. That's understandable. But 
so is the fact that the Jets are 30th in the NHL in expected 
goals against (86.93). There's talent here. Given the current 
realignment in the league, there's a path for the Jets to be a 
final four team this postseason. Kevin Cheveldayoff & Co. 
might regret not going for it more at this deadline to bolster 
the back end. 

D grades 

Anaheim Ducks: D 

Key additions: D Haydn Fleury 

Key subtractions: D Ben Hutton, D Jani Hakanpaa 

Missed opportunity: Sparking a rebuild by trading Rickard 
Rakell. Or trading Josh Manson. Or trading Jakob 
Silfverberg. Or trading Adam Henrique. Or trading Ryan 
Getzlaf, who was open to waiving his no-movement clause 
for a geographic fit if the Ducks were able to get a solid 
return for him. 

Our take: Perhaps this D stands for "delinquent," in that GM 
Bob Murray neglected to become a significant participant at 
the trade deadline to clear out some salaries and gain 
valuable resources for the next phase of whatever the Ducks 
become. If that's the case, there's always the chance the 
Ducks can flip parts of this roster at the NHL draft or in the 
offseason. 

Our fear is that the D stands for "delusional," in that the 
Ducks believe that a team with the 28th-best points 
percentage over the past two seasons (.439) should not be 
in the midst of a more aggressive rebuild. Either way, there 
was more Ducks action on Disney+ on Monday than there 
was at the trade deadline. 

Buffalo Sabres: D 

Key additions: F Anders Bjork, 2021 second-round pick, 
2021 third-round pick, 2021 third-round pick, 2021 fifth-round 
pick 

Key subtractions: F Eric Staal, F Taylor Hall, D Brandon 
Montour 

Missed opportunity: Not getting a first-round pick for Hall. 
The market just didn't yield it. The Sabres were also limited 
by the fact that Hall controlled part of his destiny (in Hall's 
own words: "Definitely, the no-move really helped me 
become a Bruin.") But that's not really something GM Kevyn 
Adams has grounds to complain about. After all, he was the 
one who handed Hall that one-year, $8 million deal and 
included the no-movement clause. 

Our take: Adams is a rookie GM in a tough spot. The team 
unraveled, forcing the organization to fire yet another head 
coach. Adams doesn't have as much support on the hockey 
operations staff as other teams do. Franchise center Jack 
Eichel has been out for weeks, and the team just announced 
he'll miss the rest of the season. The market just wasn't as 
attractive as it usually is for players on expiring contracts -- of 
which the Sabres had many-- not to mention the additional 
restrictions for Hall. So he got what he could. 

Adams did take a risk keeping goaltender Linus Ullmark 
without agreeing to an extension first. There's always a 
chance Ullmark will walk in free agency. At this point, what's 
one more piece of adversity for the Sabres?
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Recap: Canes bounce back with dominant win over Predators 

Vincent Trocheck and Andrei Svechnikov each picked a goal 
and an assist in a 4-1 win over Nashville Thursday night.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Following a lackluster effort in a 3-1 loss to Detroit Monday, 
the Carolina Hurricanes came up with exactly the response 
they needed Thursday in a 4-1 win over the Detroit Red 
Wings. 

The Canes shook off a bit of a choppy first period and 
dominated over the final 40 minutes en route to their victory.  

Vincent Trocheck and Andrei Svechnikov each picked up a 
goal and an assist and Warren Foegele and Sebastian Aho 
each tallied for the Canes Thursday night.  

Petr Mrazek was strong in net, stopping 19 of 20 Predators 
shots and several grade-A opportunities, with his lone 
blemish coming on a third period shorthanded breakaway.  

The Canes’ penalty kill was superb in this one, killing off all 
four Nashville opportunities and only allowing one Predators 
power-play shot, often making it difficult for Nashville to even 
gain the zone.  

The Predators nearly jumped in front about halfway through 
the first period off a failed Canes clearing attempt, but 
Mrazek kicked out his right pad to make a spectacular point-
blank save on Nick Cousins.  

The Canes did not have their A-game for much of the first 
period, but, following a successful penalty kill, jumped in front 
with under two minutes left in the opening frame. Jordan 

Staal hustled down the ice to get to a loose puck ahead of an 
opponent, and fired a cross-crease pass to Foegele that the 
later made no mistake on to put Carolina up 1-0.  

The Canes wasted no time doubling their lead in the second 
period, as Dougie Hamilton made a slick feed up to 
Svechnikov in transition, and Svechnikov beat Juuse Saros 
on the backhand to snap a seven-game goal drought and 
make it 2-0. 

About five minutes later, the Canes extended their lead to 3-
0 with Trocheck’s 17th of the season, as he followed up his 
own rebound of a shot off the rush from the left circle and 
knocked it home. Brett Pesce picked up an assist on the goal 
for his 100th NHL assist.  

The Canes nearly went up 4-0 late in the period, but 
Hamilton zipped a shot off the goal post. Carolina dominated 
the second period overall, outshooting the Predators 14-6, 
controlling possession and hemming Nashville into its own 
zone for long stretches.  

Former Hurricane Erik Haula ended Mrazek’s shutout bid 
with a shorthanded breakaway goal about halfway through 
the third period, but it was too little too late.  

The Canes rounded out the scoring with two minutes and 
change left on the power play, as Aho buried a slick cross-
ice pass from Trocheck to make it 4-1.  

With Thursday night’s win, the Canes are 5-0 in five tries 
against Nashville this season. They’ll look to make it six and 
close out this five-game homestand on a high note Saturday.
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They said it: Trocheck, Svechnikov, Foegele, Brind’Amour on win over Nashville 

Rod Brind’Amour, Andrei Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck and 
Warren Foegele spoke to the media following a 4-1 win over 
Nashville. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

Thanks to a goal and assist apiece from Vincent Trocheck 
and Andrei Svechnikov and goal from Warren Foegele, the 
Hurricanes topped Nashville 4-1 at PNC Arena Thursday 
night.  

Foegele, Trocheck, Svechnikov and Rod Brind’Amour spoke 
to the media after the win, here’s a full breakdown of 
everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On bouncing back from Monday: We were better, for sure. 
Not a great first period, but [Petr Mrazek] made some good 
saves, and we had a nice goal to get a lead, not dominating 
the period or anything, we probably got a little fortunate 
there. And then we had a really good second. I thought that 
looked more like how we want to play. That was the 
difference in the game.  

On the penalty kill: It was a good job on the entries. We 
stifled them a few times. We had some good blocks. We 
executed pretty well on what we wanted to do. You don’t like 
taking penalties, but I thought when we did, we did a nice 
job. That was a key part of the game as well.  

On Jani Hakanpaa: [Dean Chynoweth] runs that, and he has 
a really good feel for the D pairs. It’s a good first game for 
him, new system. There’s a lot going on for a D-man, 
especially our D-zone coverage, there’s a lot of things he’s 
going to have to pick up. So I thought he did a good job. He’s 
a big man, gets in the way. That’s one of the things I notice 
right away.  

On if he sensed a bounce back: You never know. You don’t 
how the bounces are going to go. You don’t know how the 
bounces are going to affect your group. There’s just so many 
things that you don’t really have control over a lot of times in 
games. But we needed that kind of effort for sure. Usually if 
you have that kind of effort, the chances go way up. That’s 
basically what happened. 

On Andrei Svechnikov and if scoring tonight gets him going: 
You would hope so. But he’s had a lot of opportunities. Even 
tonight, he had a couple. One went off the post on the power 
play off an entry, and he was really good after the first. The 
first not so much, and then he got it together. He was one of 
the better players out there throughout the rest of that game.  

Vincent Trocheck 

On how important it was to get back to playing the way the 
team knows it can: Very. If you want to be one of the best 
teams in the league, you’ve got to come every single night. 
Laying an egg like we did in the last couple, it’s important to 
get back on track and make sure we’re playing our game, 
especially this late into the season before we head into 
playoffs.  

On the storm surge and if he got any type of initiation to that 
when he joined the team last year: You’re just thrown into the 
fire.  

On why the penalty kill was so successful: Petr [Mrazek] 
played phenomenal tonight. He was probably our best 
penalty killer. Good puck pressure. I think it’s just being able 
to stay on them and not giving them a chance to set up and 
have time. When you have good skill players like they do you 
can’t really give them time, and we did a good job of taking it 
away.  

On Jani Hakanpaa: He’s a massive body out there. He plays 
physical. He knows his role, and he played it well tonight. He 
played good breakout passes. He played physical. It was a 
good first night for him.  

Andrei Svechnikov 

On if there was a lot of frustration let go for him scoring his 
goal: Obviously when you score a goal you feel more 
confident. You feel more better on your skates and on the 
stick. It was good when you score a goal, but it was just one 
goal. I’ve got to keep going.  

On Dougie Hamilton’s pass in transition to set up his goal: It 
was great. I knew he was going to make that pass because 
he always makes those little passes in the middle. I tried to 
cut it down the middle and tried to get that pass and go with 
the speed to the net.  

On if this is the type of goal that can get him rolling: I’ve got 
to keep going. It’s just one goal. Hopefully it’s going to get 
me going. I’ve got to try my best the next game.  

On the team playing its kind of game Thursday: Not many 
games left before the playoffs. We’ve got to get going and try 
to find our best game before the playoffs. Today was a huge 
penalty kill. Those guys were killing it. We’ve got to keep 
going and try to get focused on the next game and play the 
same way.  

Warren Foegele 

On why the penalty kill was so successful: I just thought our 
pressure was really key tonight on the PK. We were making 
them rim the puck, forcing them to have errors. It was a great 
job by the whole unit.  

On his goal and Jordan Staal’s pass to set it up: 
Unbelievable pass. The puck got out deep, and I thought I 
had a step on my guy. I was hoping [Staal] saw me. It was 
just a beautiful pass by him, and I was happy to get that one 
in.  

On the urgency level of the team coming into this game: 
We’re getting down to the end of the season. You want to 
start to get hot leading into the playoffs. It wasn’t a very good 
first period for us. But it was a really good response in the 
second period. We’ve just got to keep moving forward and, 
like I said, we want to get rolling at this time of the year.  

On his initial impressions of Jani Hakanpaa: He’s a physical 
guy. He seems like a really nice person. He had some really 
big hits tonight, and it was definitely something that we 
needed.
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Tonight’s game postponed 

The American Hockey League announced Thursday morning 
that the Chicago Wolves game scheduled for 6 p.m. 
Thursday at Grand Rapids has been postponed due to 
league COVID-19 protocols affecting the Wolves. A makeup 
date has yet to be determined. 

The Wolves, who boast the best record in the American 
Hockey League at 15-4-0-1, are slated to return to action at 6 
p.m. Saturday, April 17, against the Rockford IceHogs. 

All Wolves games can be seen on AHLTV. The league offers 
a wide variety of economical subscription packages at 
AHLTV.com — and recently announced a midseason price 
drop that can be obtained here.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article250698074.html 

https://theathletic.com/2523577/2021/04/16/nhl-power-rankings-our-campaigns-against-the-hurricanes-and-carter-hart-have-ended/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/04/hurricanes-hit-reset-overwhelm-predators/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-bounce-back-to-top-predators/c-323695010 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nashville-predators-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-322941500 
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Hurricanes rebound from stinging loss by beating Nashville Predators 4-1 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Carolina Hurricanes’ goalie Petr Mrazek (34) is embraced by Martin 
Necas (88) as the team celebrates their 4-1 victory over Nashville on 
Thursday, April 15, 2021 at PNC Arena in Raleigh, NC. 

If Rod Brind’Amour was disappointed by much of what he saw in the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ last game, the coach had to like much of what he 
saw Thursday. 

The Canes did nearly everything right against the Nashville Predators, 
taking a 4-1 win at PNC Arena with the kind of play Brind’Amour expects 
while keeping their slim hold on first place in the Central Division. 

Goalie Petr Mrazek was his feisty, competitive self in net, making 19 
saves. Warren Foegele, Andrei Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck and 
Sebastian Aho scored goals. The Canes’ penalty killers got the job done 
efficiently. 

“We were better, for sure,” Brind’Amour said after the game. “Not a great 
first period but Petr made some good saves and it was nice to get the 
lead. Then we had a real good second. That looked more like we want to 
play.” 

The Predators came into PNC Arena off a 7-2 beating of the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, having won 13 of their past 15 games to move into playoff 
position despite a host of injuries. But they ran into a Canes team 
smarting from a 3-1 loss to the Detroit Red Wings on Monday that soured 
everyone, with Brind’Amour also pointing a finger at himself and saying 
he didn’t coach a good game. 

One blip for the Canes: On a third-period power play, they mishandled 
the puck and allowed Erik Haula to score shorthanded on a breakaway 
against his former team. But Aho later scored on the power play, getting 
his 18th goal off a Trocheck pass as Svechnikov also earned an assist. 

“If you want to be one of the best teams in the league you’ve got to come 
every single night,” Trocheck said. “After laying an egg like we did, it was 
important to get back on track and start playing our game, especially this 
late in the season.” 

Defenseman Jani Hakanpaa made his Canes debut after the trade 
Monday from Anaheim. He started the game and had the fans in the 
arena roaring when he flattened the Preds’ Mikael Granlund with a hit in 
the neutral zone. He also took part in his first postgame Storm Surge 
celebration, beaming as he raised his stick. 

“It was a good first game for him.” Brind’Amour said. “New system. 
There’s a lot going on for a D-man, especially. I thought he did a good 
job. He’s a big man, gets in the way.” 

The Canes (28-10-4) led 1-0 after the first period and 3-0 after two. 
Foegele scored off a Jordan Staal pass late in the first, and Svechnikov 
then scored 14 seconds into the second period. 

Svechnikov backhanded a shot past goalie Juuse Saros, who has been 
on-point in a torrid stretch of games. It was the 11th of the season for the 
winger, who later in the period tangled with defensman Mattias Ekholm in 
front of the Preds net. 

“When you score a goal you feel more confident, you feel better on your 
skates and with your stick,” he said. “Obviously it was good to score but 
it’s just one goal and I’ve got to keep it going. Hopefully it will get me 
going.” 

Trocheck followed up his own rebound for his 17th of the season, beating 
Saros with his second shot. 

Brind’Amour believed his team would rebound Thursday but said, “You 
never know.” 

“You don’t know how the bounces are going to go, you don’t know how 
the bounces are going to affect your group. We needed that kind of effort, 
for sure, and usually when you have that kind of effort the chances go 
way up.” 

(Earlier updates from the game) 

SECOND PERIOD: CANES ADD TO LEAD 

It took the Canes almost the entire first period to score. They needed 14 
seconds in the second to score their second goal and have added a third 
for a 3-0 lead. 

Andrei Svechnikov scored his 11th of the season, crossing through the 
slot, taking a pass from Dougie Hamilton and beating goalie Juuse Saros 
with a quick backhander. Saros denied Svechnikov a goal in the first, 
gloving a backhander, but couldn’t stop him the second time. 

It was the first goal in eight games for Svechnikov. Hamilton and Jaccob 
Slavin had the assists after Jordan Staal won the faceoff to start the 
second period. 

Vincent Trocheck then made it 3-0, taking a shot from the right circle that 
Saros stopped but collecting the rebound and ripping a sharp-angle shot. 
Trocheck’s 17th of the season was unassisted and came at 5:34 of the 
period. 

Svechnikov later tangled with Mattias Ekholm in front of the Preds net, 
knocking Ekholm down in the crease. The two took a few whacks at each 
other before they fell to the ice. Ekholm later put Svechnikov in a 
headlock as the gloves were dropped but no punches thrown. 

The Canes outshot the Preds 14-6 in the second. After having four 
scoring chances in the first, the Canes had 11 in the second 
(naturalstattrick.com). 

FIRST PERIOD: FOEGELE SCORES 

Just when it seemed the first period would end scoreless, Petr Mrazek, 
Nino Niederreiter, Jordan Staal and Warren Foegele teamed up for a 
score to give the Canes a 1-0 lead after the first. 

Mrazek attempted to clear the puck and Niederreiter got a piece as it left 
the zone. Staal chased it down on the left wing in the Preds zone, 
whipping a pass back across the crease as Foegele was breaking in. 
Foegele backhanded the puck in with 1:34 left in the first for his ninth of 
the season and first in seven games. 
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Both team had six shots in the opening period as both were tenacious in 
the neutral zone and the offensive flow choppy. Mrazek had some active 
moments around his crease, once having the puck bounce off the post 
and almost land in the net before defenseman Brett Pesce knocked it 
away at the post. 

Defenseman Jani Hakanpaa played his first game for the Canes and 
made his presence flt, certainly to Mikael Granlund of the Preds. 
Hakanpaa sent Granlund to the ice with a neutral-zone hit. 

The Canes had eight giveaways in the period and at times were bogged 
down in their zone. 

GAME SETUP 

It’s posted on a wall at the Hurricanes’ practice facility at Wake 
Competition Center and it’s hard to miss: “Our standard is the standard.” 

Under Rod Brind’Amour as head coach, it has been a very high standard. 
It has been one usually met in games, competitively, as Brind’Amour 
often has cited a good team effort even after a loss. 

That standard was not met in the Canes’ last game, an awful 3-1 loss 
Monday against the Detroit Red Wings at PNC Arena. The Canes were 
14-2-4 at home before that game but played like they were 2-14-4, in a 
game in which Brind’Amour said only goalie James Reimer played well. It 
also came after a 5-4 shootout loss to Detroit. 

The Canes (27-10-4) will look to rectify things Thursday as they host the 
Nashville Predators in the first of two games — get back to their standard 
of play. 

“We definitely got away from it the last two games,” forward Jordan 
Martinook said Thursday after the morning skate. “It’s no secret what 
makes us successful. We need to get back to it and it starts with work 
ethic from everybody and obviously the skill takes over from there. 

“We definitely need to get back to way we were playing. We’re coming 
down the stretch here, and we want to be playing good going into the 
playoffs, not going the other way. So we definitely need to turn it around 
here.” 

The Predators (24-19-1) have won their last two games, ripping Tampa 
Bay 7-2 on Tuesday, and 13 of the last 15 as they hold the fourth playoff 
position in the Central Division. Goalie Juuse Saros, who will start 
Thursday and has won his last five, is 12-2-0 with a 1.38 goals-against 
average and .955 save percentage in his last 15 appearances. 

The Canes have a team motto “Our Standard is the Standard” posted on 
the wall at their practice facility at Wake Competition Center in 
Morrisville, NC. Chip Alexander 

THE LINEUP 

Defenseman Jani Hakanpaa will make his Canes debut and will be 
paired Jake Bean, who described the new addition Thursday as “the 
nicest guy in the world.” 

Brind’Amour isn’t counting on Hakanpaa being nice on the ice. He wants 
the 6-5 D-man using his long reach to his advantage and be positionally 
sound, but he also expects Hakanpaa to body-up on people and be 
tough in the defensive zone. 

“It’s easy to work with him right away,” Bean said. “There’s been no 
hitches so far. Obviously, we haven’t played a game yet.” 

RAL_CANESPREDATORS-SP-04152 (2) 

Goalie Petr Mrazek will be the Canes’ starter, making his eighth 
appearance of the season and his fourth since returning from his thumb 
injury. 

Forwards Brock McGinn (upper-body injury) and Teuvo Teravainen 
(concussion) continue to be sidleined. Brind’Amour said the hope was 
that McGinn might return this month. 
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The Hurricanes’ Jordan Martinook on hockey — and choosing Mark 
Wahlberg or Tom Brady 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Editor’s note: This is one in a continuing series of profiles on the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ players and staff designed to give people a better look at the 
players behind the pads. We’ll be asking them about hockey, of course, 
but also about life — hobbies, interests, special moments — to better 
understand what makes them tick. 

Jordan Martinook of the Hurricanes is a heart-and-soul player every good 
team has and needs. 

The forward doesn’t score a lot of goals. He’s not among the team 
leaders in minutes played. But he’s a max-effort guy with a can-do 
attitude, willing to give Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour everything he has 
during games, filling any role. 

Martinook serves as an alternate captain for the Canes along with 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin. It’s a responsibility he takes seriously as he 
tries to provide leadership on and off the ice. 

Martinook has been called Andrei Svechnikov’s cheerleader — the loud, 
chatty guy in the tunnel or hallway in those Canes’ pregame video clips 
shouting “Mis-ta Svech-ni-kov.” He does do that, but he also has offered 
advice to the young winger, especially in Svechnikov’s rookie year, on 
how to navigate the NHL and handle the grind. 

Martinook, 28, is a fan favorite, and it’s easy to see why. Before a recent 
game at PNC Arena, he spotted a 12-year-old Caniac named Emma 
Izzo, who has Down syndrome, near the glass and gave her one of his 
hockey sticks. It was a special moment for Emma but also for Martinook, 
a husband and father. 

In an exclusive interview with Chip Alexander of The News & Observer, 
Martinook talks about being an alternate captain, Mark Wahlberg and 
Tom Brady, how the infamous “Mista Svechnkov” ritual started, and the 
pop-star treatment given his dad, Mark, whose outsized personality is 
bigger than his son’s and became a Canes tailgating favorite during the 
2019 Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Chip Alexander: How did the ‘Mista Svechnkov’ thing start? 

Jordan Martinook: “It started the first year (Andrei Svechnikov) was here, 
the first year we both were here. It was just something to keep Svech 
loose. He was 18 years old and obviously it’s nerve-racking. We were 
both new to the team, and it’s something I picked up with him. It didn’t 
start with the Mister Svechnikov thing. It started in Arizona. We had this 
parking attendant when you showed up he’d go, with the guys I’d show 
up with, ‘Ah, Meester Conner and, ah, Meester Toby.’ I kind of used him 
as inspiration. He actually passed away last year so it’s come full circle. 
Lou, the parking attendant in Arizona, he’s the inspiration behind that.” 

CA: What’s the best thing about being a father? 

JM: “I think it’s just watching him discover things for the first time is 
something you take for granted but, and this is going to be funny, but we 
just potty trained him. And to see how excited he gets just from that. ... I 
don’t know, just the little things we take for granted that they think are the 
biggest wins in life are something you learn to appreciate.” 

CA: What does it mean to be selected an alternate captain for your 
team? 

JM: “When I found out last year, it was a big honor, especially in that I felt 
I had a pretty big impact on the team my first year. Then the second year 
here, it just shows the kind of respect I’m kind of granted. Obviously, I try 
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to help any way I can and do anything for this team. If they told me to do 
anything I’d do it, so it’s definitely an honor and I don’t take it for granted, 
and I appreciate the responsibility.” 

CA: Reading your bio, who would you rather meet if you had to make a 
choice, Mark Wahlberg or Tom Brady? 

JM: “ I’d probably say Mark Wahlberg because anything that he touches 
is pretty impressive and usually makes it work. I’ve just seen that he has 
a docuseries (Wahl Street) coming out on HBO. I’m excited to watch 
that.” 

CA: Another thing from your bio says your first job was an RV detailer. 
Could that have been a second career for Jordan Martinook? 

JM: “I don’t know (smiles). It was nice at the time because I got paid 
pretty good. I don’t know if that was for me but it was a nice summer gig 
and I got paid pretty good, and I liked the people I worked with. But I 
don’t know if that was a future thing for me, that’s for sure.” 

CA: Your dad took on rock-star status here with the tailgates and the 
“Marty Parties.” Is that something that surprised you or is that just his 
personality? 

JM: “No, that’s just who he is. I think I turned 10 when the roles reversed 
and I became the father and he became the son, and it’s been that way 
ever since. He’s always the life of the party and he’s always having a 
good time and it’s rubbed off on me, that’s for sure.” 

CA: You just played your 400th career game and Jordan Staal is hitting 
1,000. Is it hard to wrap your head around that figure? 

JM: “That’s an unbelievable accomplishment. I haven’t said this to 
‘Jordo,’ but you see him with 1,000 and then you look at Patrick Marleau 
and he’s going to pass Gordie Howe with more than 1,700 and you say, 
‘How do you do that?’ You can’t say enough good things about Jordan, 
his family, just the way they treat people, Obviously, his resume speaks 
for itself.” 

CA: Your teammates kid you about your eating habits on the road. What 
do you like? 

JM: “I always love Italian but I like going to sushi restaurants on the road. 
The best meal I’ve had on the road was in Chicago, and it was at 
“Alinea.” It has a Michelin star chef and it was a pretty amazing dining 
experience, We did that last year. That was by far my best meal ever.” 

CA: And your sin food? 

JM: “Ice cream. I feel like a lot of guys like ice cream. Or cookies. My wife 
makes unbelievable chocolate chip cookies. That’s at home where I get 
those.” 

CA: If hockey had walk-up songs, what would yours be? 

JM: “’Rockstar,’ by Nickelback.” 

CA: You have a well-rounded hockey team this year. What do you think 
is the strength of this hockey team? 

JM: “I think whether it’s our best player or not, the work ethic is the same 
for each guy. There’s no letdown from any player. Everybody 
understands the bar that’s been set, and I think everybody for the most 
part usually plays to that standard. When you have a standard that’s 
been set it’s something that will make you successful. It’s been a couple 
of years of growing that and to be able to say we have a work ethic, a 
standard we know we can get to and we know we need to be at it 
probably is our biggest strength.” 

CA: One last hockey question, do you get excited thinking about the day 
the arena will be full again, with 18,000 plus? 

JM: “I’ve told people many times, you go back to that run we had two 
years ago in the playoffs and I’ve never, ever heard a building like that. 
So I’m excited for that.” 
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Nashville Predators' offense falters early in 4-1 loss to first-place Carolina 
Hurricanes 

 

Will Backus 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

The Nashville Predators lost 4-1 to the first-place Carolina Hurricanes on 
Thursday night in PNC Arena in Raleigh, North Carolina.  

Nashville's Erik Haula scored a shorthanded goal with about 10:30 to go 
in the third period, cutting into Carolina's 3-1 lead. But it was too late, as 
Carolina's Sebastian Aho was able to net a goal off of a power play with 
about three minutes left to seal the Hurricanes' win.  

Preds goalie Juuse Saros had an uncharacteristic night, allowing more 
than two goals for the first time in five games. His 86.2% save 
percentage was the lowest mark since a loss to Carolina on March 2, in 
which he saved just 80% of Carolina's attempts. 

Nashville remained four points ahead of Chicago for the fourth and final 
playoff spot in the Central. The Blackhawks lost 4-1 to the last-place Red 
Wings. 
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Lightning’s Steven Stamkos placed on long-term injured reserve 

He has a lower-body injury that will keep him out until at least May 5. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — The Lightning placed Steven Stamkos on long-term injured 
reserve with a lower-body injury Thursday night, meaning they will be 
without one of their top scorers for at least most of the regular season’s 
stretch run. 

Stamkos was retroactively placed on the list to April 9, meaning he will 
miss at least 10 games/24 days before he is eligible to return. He already 
has missed three games after being injured in the third period of the 
Lightning’s 6-4 win in Columbus on April 8. He hunched over after he 
spun around to pass the puck up the ice, slowly skated off and went into 
the trainer’s room. 

Stamkos is eligible to be activated for the Lightning’s final four regular-
season games, starting May 5 against the Stars. It was unclear Thursday 
whether the Lightning believed he would be able to return when he’s 
eligible. 

Stamkos had been considered day-to-day, and outside of coach Jon 
Cooper saying Thursday morning that he wouldn’t play that night and 
Saturday against the Panthers, no timetable had been given for his 
return. 

Stamkos led the team in goals when he was hurt with 17 and is currently 
tied for the lead with Brayden Point. He also leads the team with 10 
power-play goals. 

It’s not known whether his injury is related to the core muscle issues that 
prompted two surgeries last year. 
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Last season, Stamkos missed the last seven games of the regular 
season before the coronavirus pause because of the first procedure. A 
recurrence of the injury prevented him from initially participating in the 
Lightning’s postseason run. He returned for Game 4 of the Stanley Cup 
final against Dallas, scoring in 2:46 of ice time in the first period, but he 
reinjured himself on the play and did not play the rest of the series. 

He had a second surgery in the offseason and recovered in time to be a 
full participant when training camp began. 

This season, Stamkos had played in 38 of the Lightning’s first 40 regular-
season games, missing two in mid-February while on the COVID-19 
protocol list due to what was later determined to be a false positive test 
result. 
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Lightning defeat Panthers in overtime 

After a humbling loss at Nashville, Tampa Bay turns things around at 
home. 

 

By Mari Faiello 

 

TAMPA — Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman took full responsibility 
for his play of late after Thursday’s morning skate. 

The 2018 Norris Trophy winner was coming off a minus-3 performance at 
Nashville in Tuesday’s 7-2 loss and knew he could be better. But he also 
knew his team had better in it, and it started with him. 

“I have to be better, there’s no question about it,” he said. “It starts with 
me, and I have to do better and lead the way.” 

And lead the way he did in the Lightning’s 3-2 overtime win against the 
Panthers on Thursday night, scoring 54 seconds into the extra period. 

With a quick flick of the toe of his stick, forward Alex Killorn sent the puck 
across to Hedman just before the blue line. The rest was easy as 
Hedman sneaked the puck around the back of goalie Chris Driedger’s 
right skate. 

“I think there’s a reason, in my mind, why he’s the best defenseman in 
the NHL,” Killorn said. 

“Not only does he make a great play, he forces the shot on the defensive 
side, (Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy) makes the save, and then he’s 
… maybe not the last guy back, and he finds a way to get all the way up 
the ice. That can be tiring for a lot of other guys, and I think for him, he’s 
such a horse, (a) leader on this team. (I’m) proud of the way he played.” 

Hedman’s goal secured a much-needed win — the Lightning remained 
tied with the Hurricanes in points at the top of the Central Division 
(Carolina has a game in hand), and the Panthers fell one point back — 
but it didn’t obscure some of the flaws in the game. The Panthers outshot 
Tampa Bay 38-19. Yet, the Lightning (29-12-2) still found a way to win. 

“I think I just loved our attitude, our resiliency, especially when you go 
down 2-1 in the third period,” Killorn said. “Just that resiliency of getting 
those chances at the end and then bringing (the Panthers) to overtime.” 

Like Hedman, Killorn thought the veterans needed to step up. After 
Tuesday’s loss, defenseman Ryan McDonagh said it was one of the 
worst performances he had seen from the Lightning and some things 
needed to change. 

“I think a lot of guys maybe that were challenged or wanted to step up did 
so,” Killorn said. 

The Panthers’ Patric Hornqvist opened the scoring with 4:47 remaining in 
the first period, in which the Panthers outshot the Lightning 13-4. 

The Lightning didn’t find their break until their first power-play opportunity 
in the second period. Killorn got his stick on the puck and skated toward 
Driedger, shuffling it across the top of the crease toward forward Anthony 
Cirelli. 

Florida defenseman Mackenzie Weegar tried to disrupt the pass but 
knocked in the puck to tie the score at 1 with 6:32 remaining. Killorn was 
credited with the goal, breaking a nine-game drought dating to March 25 
at Dallas. 

Florida forward Anthony Duclair broke the tie with 12:47 remaining in the 
third with a one-timer on the right side. 

Lightning defeat Panthers in overtime 

After a humbling loss at Nashville, Tampa Bay turns things around at 
home with a 3-2 win over Florida. 

The Lightning stayed on the move, though, as rookie forward Ross 
Colton tied it at 2 with 10:03 remaining in regulation. In 17 games, Colton 
has eight goals. 

Going into Thursday, Hedman had been scoreless in five of his past 10 
games. He had one goal and four assists in that time. And he was minus-
9 over his last eight games. But his work in overtime paid off. 

“It was clearly a big play for us at a big moment,” coach Jon Cooper said. 

“But that’s how you work your way out of that stuff. Victor’s an elite, 
world-class player in this league, but they’re human, as well. If he doesn’t 
think he’s playing as well as he can, he’s probably right, but he can still 
do things like that, and I’m sure this will be a great confidence-builder for 
him.” 
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What Steven Stamkos on long-term injured reserve means for Lightning 
— and Nikita Kucherov’s return 

 

By Joe Smith Apr 15, 2021 

 

The mystery surrounding Steven Stamkos’ recent injury got a little clarity 
Thursday night. 

After a week of labeling the Lightning captain day-to-day with a lower-
body injury, the team officially put Stamkos on long-term injured reserve 
(LTIR), retroactive to April 9, meaning he’ll be sidelined until at least the 
first week of May. LTIR rules stipulate that the player must be out 10 
games and 24 days, so the earliest Stamkos can return is May 5 against 
Dallas. That’s with four games left in the regular season. 

Though Stamkos is eligible to come back then, we still don’t know if he 
will. 

The Lightning haven’t offered specifics on Stamkos’ injury, and when 
asked on multiple occasions, coach Jon Cooper didn’t confirm either way 
whether the team’s top goal scorer is dealing with an injury related to the 
two core surgeries he underwent last season. Cooper would only say 
Thursday morning that Stamkos was ruled out for these two games 
against the Panthers and that he’d continue to work with the team 
training staff. 

Now Stamkos has the rest of the month to heal and rehab. 

The first question people asked with the Stamkos news: What does this 
mean for Nikita Kucherov’s return? 
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Could Kucherov come off injured reserve now that Stamkos’ $8.5 million 
cap hit is back in the salary pool? 

The answer is no. At least, not yet. 

Kucherov, who had hip surgery Dec. 29, is not even four months into an 
expected five-month rehabilitation, so it’s not like the Lightning are in a 
position to put him back in the lineup Saturday against the Panthers. Yes, 
Kucherov has been skating for a month, including joining the team for a 
practice last week on the road (albeit in a red non-contact jersey). But the 
2018-19 Hart Trophy winner’s timeline hasn’t changed. He’s still 
expected to be ready around mid-May, the beginning of the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. Kucherov is on track, and it’s been a boost for teammates to 
see him on the ice, including at Thursday’s morning skate. Here’s an in-
depth piece on what his recovery looks like and why it takes so long. 

To my knowledge, Kucherov has yet to be in a full-contact practice. So 
his return is far from imminent. 

Even if Kucherov were ready, the Lightning don’t currently have the cap 
space, sitting roughly $1 million short, according to CapFriendly. Now if 
Kucherov makes a much quicker recovery and is ready by, say, May 7, 
and the Lightning want him to get in a couple of regular-season games, 
they could send down rookies Alex Barre-Boulet and Ross Colton to 
clear up the necessary space (both would be available for the playoffs). 
But that would be only if Stamkos doesn’t play for the rest of the regular 
season and stays on LTIR. And, don’t forget, the Lightning expect 
defenseman Jan Rutta to come off LTIR before the end of the regular 
season, too, and need to make room for him. 

What Stamkos going on LTIR does mean for the Cup champs, however, 
is a ton of flexibility to recall anyone they like down the stretch and, 
perhaps, rest some regulars heading into the playoffs. Or they can just 
give longer looks to some of these younger players — for example, 
Barre-Boulet, who played on the top line Thursday night, and Colton, who 
has been a revelation with eight goals in his first 17 NHL games. Tampa 
Bay has plenty of cap space to mess with to shuffle their defensemen or 
forwards up and down from AHL Syracuse and the taxi squad. 

Colton earned a spot in the top six for Thursday’s 3-2 overtime win 
against Florida, with his tying goal another example of his coming 
through in a big moment (four of his goals have been game winners). It’s 
hard to imagine Colton not being in the lineup for the start of the playoffs. 
“That’s what you look for, those intangibles,” wing Alex Killorn said. “It’s 
kind of similar to when (Anthony) Cirelli came up and scored big goals. It 
seems like he is the guy that’s getting us back into games.” 

“He’s been a difference-maker since he came up,” Victor Hedman said. 

Hedman delivered Thursday, scoring the winner in overtime on a 
beautiful play where he helped thwart a two-on-one rush, then blazed up 
the ice to finish off a two-on-one of his own. The Conn Smythe winner, 
who admittedly struggled a bit recently with a minus-10 in his eight 
previous games, said Thursday morning that “I have to be better. It starts 
with me.” Then Hedman walked the walk. 

“Clearly a big play for us at a big moment, but that’s how you work your 
way out of stuff,” Cooper said. “Victor’s an elite, world-class player in this 
league. But they’re human as well. And so, if he doesn’t think he’s 
playing as well as he can, he’s probably right. 

“But, he can still do things like that.” 

HEDMAN WITH A BEAUTY OF AN OT WINNER!   
PIC.TWITTER.COM/ZGKTJQORHW 

— NHL GIFS (@NHLGIFS) APRIL 16, 2021 

As for Stamkos, it’s hard to tell what exactly his injury is. It came on a 
non-contact play against Columbus on April 8, when he reached to 
collect the puck along the boards by the blue line. Stamkos limped a bit 
to the bench and into the dressing room. We haven’t seen him since. The 
Lightning seemed hopeful at the beginning, ruling him out only for the 
first couple of games in Nashville. Then just a couple of more games 

against Florida. When asked last week if they at least believed Stamkos’ 
injury wasn’t long term, Cooper and GM Julien BriseBois said they hoped 
so. 

HERE’S STAMKOS’ LAST SHIFT ON THE ICE. DON’T SEE MUCH 
CONTACT AT ALL, BUT HE GOES OFF IMMEDIATELY IN 
DISCOMFORT. #TBLIGHTNING PIC.TWITTER.COM/H3H2YPJ926 

— ALISON (@ALISONL) APRIL 9, 2021 

Had they known Stamkos was dealing with a serious injury, you can bet 
they would have put him on LTIR before Monday’s trade deadline and 
not given up an extra fourth-round pick to Detroit to retain 25 percent of 
David Savard’s salary in a three-team trade. If Tampa Bay knew this was 
a season-ending type of thing, I’d imagine BriseBois might have looked 
to add more up front at the deadline. 

For now, it’ll be up to the likes of Hedman, Andrei Vasilevskiy and other 
top Tampa Bay players to step up in Stamkos’ absence. Thursday was a 
bit of a step forward after Tuesday’s “absolute embarrassment” in 
Nashville, when the Lightning lost 7-2.  There’s still room to improve, 
especially in allowing so many odd-man rushes. Vasilevskiy was the No. 
1 star Thursday for making 36 saves. Stamkos, despite missing five 
games (two while on the COVID-19 protocol list), is still tied for the team 
lead with 17 goals. He’s still the Lightning’s top threat on the first power-
play unit, especially with Kucherov out. And Stamkos is the team’s 
biggest leader in the dressing room. 

You have to feel for Stamkos. He’s one of the generation’s best scorers, 
but he’s been through an unbelievable amount of bad luck when it comes 
to injuries, from a broken leg to a torn meniscus to a blood clot and then 
last summer’s bout with the core injury. Stamkos had core surgery near 
the end of the regular season, was expected to return for the start of the 
playoffs, then suffered setbacks until triumphantly returning for his iconic 
goal in Game 3 of the Stanley Cup Final. Seeing Stamkos’ journey to 
Cup champion, through all the highs and lows, gives you a new 
appreciation for how he’s battled his way back and become an even 
better player. 

The Lightning hope Stamkos has another comeback in him, and in the 
best-case scenario, that happens in the first week of May. 
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Panthers miss chance with OT loss in Tampa, but prove they belong. 
‘We were better team’ 

 

BY DAVID WILSON 

APRIL 15, 2021 09:47 PM 

  

Brandon Montour pored over the Florida Panthers’ schedule after they 
traded for him Saturday. He knew he was joining a serious playoff race, 
with three of the NHL’s best teams jostling for first place, and he was 
looking for those marquee matchups. He did not have to look far. 

The defenseman officially joined the Panthers on Thursday, jumped right 
into one of Florida’s biggest games of the season — a road test against 
the defending-champion Tampa Bay Lightning — and learned quickly just 
how competitive this race is shaping up to be for the final month of the 
season. The Panthers and Lightning were never separated by more than 
one goal before Tampa Bay pulled out a 3-2, overtime win in Tampa. 

“Whether we play them in the playoffs or not, we’ve got to get through 
them,” Montour said, “or they’ve got to get through us.” 
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Florida outshot the Lightning, 38-19, but star defenseman Victor Hedman 
scored on a breakaway with 4:06 left in overtime to beat the Panthers 
(27-12-5) and send them down to third place in the division. 

Tampa Bay (29-12-2) and the Carolina Hurricanes now sit in a tie atop 
the Central, with Florida one point behind. 

There were reasons for the Panthers to be encouraged by their 
performance Thursday. There were just as many reasons to be 
frustrated. 

Florida controlled possession for most of the game, generated at least a 
dozen good chances against star goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy and had 
a 2-on-1 in overtime just seconds before Hedman scored the game-
winner. Still, the Panthers lost despite outplaying the Lightning and gave 
up precious ground in the division race. 

“We were the better team 5-on-5,” Montour said. “It’s one of those things 
where it was a low scoring game, 2-2, and, like I said, overtime — 
anything can happen.” 

Tampa Bay also needed a pair of comebacks just to get to overtime. 

Right wing Patric Hornqvist scored in the first period to give Florida a 1-0 
lead and Lightning winger Alex Killorn answered with a power-play goal 
in the second to keep the two sides knotted deep into the period. 

In the final 25 minutes, they brawled, traded highlight-reel goals less than 
three minutes apart and played 56 heart-pounding seconds of overtime. 
The NHL moved the game to NBCSN anticipating a thrilling rivalry clash 
and the rivals delivered. 

“We had everything going our way but the finish,” coach Joel Quenneville 
said. 

Tempers were starting to flare throughout the second period, with both 
teams sensing how tightly contested a battle this was. With about two 
minutes left in the second, Radko Gudas kicked up the temperature. 

The defenseman threw a check at Anthony Cirelli and the Tampa Bay 
forward tried to jump out of the way. They banged legs and Cirelli 
helicoptered through the air. The Lightning griped and, a little more than 
a minute later, everyone finally erupted. 

Driedger snared a shot, covered the puck with 44.4 seconds left in the 
period and Tampa Bay forward Barclay Goodrow threw a late cross 
check at Montour. Everyone exploded. 

Markus Nutivaara went at Goodrow in Montour’s defense and Lighting 
winger Blake Coleman pried the defenseman away from his teammate. 
Left wing Mason Marchment jumped into tussle with Goodrow. Nutivaara 
went at it with Coleman. When Tampa Bay defenseman Erik Cernak 
pulled Marchment away from Goodrow, star center Aleksander Barkov 
hopped in to fight with the offender. 

When it ended, the Panthers were on the power play and in position to 
set the tone for the final 20 minutes. 

Although they went 0 for 3 on the power play, they started the period by 
playing exclusively in the Lightning’s zone. After more than seven 
minutes, their go-ahead breakthrough finally arrived. 

With less than 13 minutes remaining, wingers Jonathan Huberdeau and 
Anthony Duclair dashed into the zone for a 2-on-1. Huberdeau held up as 
he crossed into the left faceoff circle, spun around and slid a backhand 
pass across the ice to Duclair, who buried the go-ahead goal with 12:47 
left. 

A few minutes later, Tampa Bay answered. The Lightning cycled the 
puck around the offensive zone on a long possession and Tampa Bay 
defenseman Mikhail Sergachev launched a pass from the right point 
across the ice to Ross Colton on the doorstep. The Lighting center stuck 
out his stick and deflected in a game-tying goal with 10:03 to go. 
Vasilevskiy blanked Florida the rest of the way. 

“You’ve got to give credit to (Vasilevskiy),” Duclair said, “but we’re 
already moving on to next game and hopefully we can have a better 
outcome.” 

On Saturday, the Panthers will be back on the ice in Tampa — another 
chance to prove they belong. 
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Panthers give up lead in third, lose in OT to Lightning 

 

By ERIK ERLENDSSON 

ASSOCIATED PRESS  

APR 15, 2021 AT 10:39 PM 

 

TAMPA — Victor Hedman scored 54 seconds into overtime to give the 
Tampa Bay Lightning a 3-2 victory against the Florida Panthers on 
Thursday night. 

The Lightning remained tied for first place in the Central Division with 
Carolina, though the Hurricanes have a game in hand. Florida is one 
point back. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy made 36 saves for his NHL-leading 26th victory of the 
season and added an assist. Alex Killorn had a goal and an assist. Ross 
Colton also scored for Tampa Bay, which bounced back from a 7-2 loss 
Tuesday in Nashville. 

“We leaked a little bit but our thought process and some of the things we 
have been working on, we did well at times and struggled at others,’' 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “But we were down 2-1 [in the third 
period] in a big-time game, two pretty good hockey teams, and you find a 
way to tie and then win it in overtime and that’s where I really liked our 
attitude on the bench.’' 

Chris Driedger stopped 16 shots for the Panthers. Patric Hornqvist and 
Anthony Duclair scored for Florida, which has one win in the past four 
games. 

“I think we had a pretty solid game all around, all four lines played pretty 
good, we had solid goaltending,’' Duclair said. “We came up short but I 
think there are a lot of positives to take out of this game. It’s always going 
to be a grind against these guys, but I think we did a great job of sticking 
with them.’' 

Hedman got his eighth goal of the season, sent in on a breakaway by 
Killorn. Hedman deked Driedger down and slipped the puck inside the 
post. 

“Killorn did a good job and passed it at the right time to give me the 
breakaway,’' Hedman said. “I tried to have some patience on the 
breakaway and I was able to find the back of the net.’' 

Hornqvist put the Panthers in front in the opening period, cutting toward 
the net on a pass from Alex Wenneberg and slipping a backhand past 
Vasilevskiy at 15:13. 

After being outshot 13-4 in the first period, Tampa Bay pushed back in 
the second and cashed in on the first power-play opportunity of the 
game. With the Panthers making a change, Vasilevskiy came out of his 
crease and fed a pass up ice to Killorn for a 2-on-0 rush. Killorn tried to 
send a pass over to Anthony Cirelli, but the puck went into the net off the 
stick of Florida defenseman McKenzie Weeger at 13:28. 
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Florida regained the lead at 7:13 of the third after Lightning forward Yanni 
Gourde pinched while covering the right point. That sent Jonathan 
Huberdeau up ice on a 2-on-1, and he spun around to find Duclair for a 
one-timer. 

Tampa Bay answered right back at 9:57 when Mikhail Sergachev found 
Colton down low on a cross-ice pass for a backdoor tap-in off the pads of 
Driedger. 

“I liked the way we played in the third period. We had everything going 
our way except the finish,’' Florida coach Joel Quenneville said. “We had 
some great chances tonight. I liked the balance of our lines.” 

STAMKOS TO INJURED RESERVE 

Lightning captain Steven Stamkos missed his third consecutive game 
and was placed on injured reserve with an undisclosed injury. Stamkos, 
who underwent core muscle surgery twice last year, left a game in 
Columbus last Thursday following a non-contact play. 

“I don’t anticipate him for the rest of the week,’' coach Jon Cooper said. 
“We’ll get our guys here to work with him a little bit and go from there.’' 

NEW FACES, NEW PLACES 

Florida welcomed newly acquired defenseman Brandon Montour and 
forward Nikita Gusev to the lineup for the first time. Montour was 
acquired from Buffalo last Saturday for a third-round draft pick in 2021. 
Gusev signed as a free agent Sunday after his contract was terminated 
by New Jersey. 
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Rivalry Renewed? Lightning beat Panthers in OT 

 

Published 7 hours ago on April 15, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

Aside from sharing the same southern state and being born a year apart, 
the Florida Panthers and Tampa Bay Lightning don’t have a lot in 
common. 

The two are rivals, sure, but nothing like some of the great in-
state/province rivalries the NHL has been built on. 

Perhaps this is the year that changes a bit. 

It appears the rivalry between the Lightning and Panthers is starting to 
ramp up a little. Playing as many times as they will this season — not to 
mention what is at stake these days — will do that. 

Thursday was the fifth of (at least) eight meetings between the two this 
season and, with the two tied atop the Central Division with a dozen-plus 
games remaining, the game had a playoff feel to it. 

In the end, it was Victor Hedman breaking in and beating Chris Driedger 
in overtime leading the Lightning to a 3-2 win at Amalie Arena. 

”We know how important these points are, we’re battling for first place 
here,” Anthony Duclair said. “Anytime you’re playing the defending 
(Stanley Cup) champs, you want to have a good outcome. You want to 
play hard. We did a good job of playing hard tonight.” 

With the two points, Tampa Bay and Carolina are tied with 60; Florida is 
one off the pace with 59. 

Florida held two leads from goals by Patric Hornqvist and Duclair (which 
came off a spectacular spin-o-rama pass from Jonathan Huberdeau) but 
they just couldn’t beat Andrei Vasilevskiy enough. 

The Tampa Bay goalie had another all-world effort Thursday, stopping 36 
shots. 

Driedger ended with 16 saves. 

”Tough ending,” Joel Quenneville said. “Like the way we played in that 
third period, we had everything going our way except the finish. We had 
2-on-1, 2-on-1, 2-on-1 … that’s the game. 

“We had some great chances, liked the balance of our lines with the 
different look. We had some depth in our lineup. I liked the way we 
worked, way we competed. Good goalie on the other side.” 

The only way the first period — and the third, too — could have gone 
better for the Panthers was had they scored a few more goals. 

They had the chances to do so. 

Only despite outplaying Tampa Bay throughout the opening 20, 
Vasilevskiy kept the Bolts in it. 

Only a driving back-handed shot from Hornqvist went through. 

It was a slick move from Hornqvist who was found on a stretch pass from 
Alex Wennberg at 15:13. 

The Panthers outshot the Lightning 13-4 and had 18 shot attempts in the 
first. 

Tampa Bay, as everyone expected to be the case, woke up in the 
second. 

The Lightning had more chances and controlled more of the play in the 
second period and tied the score on a power play chance. 

When Florida cleared the puck, Vasilevskiy played it and threw it deep 
seeing the Panthers in the midst of a line change. 

The Tampa goalie got the puck to Alex Killorn in stride as he and 
Anthony Cirelli walked in on Driedger unmolested. 

MacKenzie Weegar raced into the play and got his stick in the way of 
Killorn’s cross-ice pass to Cirelli. 

Unfortunately for Weegar and the Panthers, his stick deflected the puck 
past Driedger and Killorn was credited with the goal. 

The third period went back the way of the Panthers as Florida threw 11 
shots at Vasilevskiy within the first five minutes. 

The Panthers made it 2-1 at 7:13 on Huberdeau’s spectacular pass and 
Duclair’s powerful finish from the right side. 

”To be honest, he’s such a great passer and is so deceptive,” Duclair 
said, “I have to stay ready at all times. I have to be ready because it’s 
coming right to my stick. That was one hell of a pass and he makes 
unreal plays like that all the time. I just have to get open for him.” 

Just about three minutes later, Ross Colton tapped in a pass from Mikhail 
Sergachev and put it off Driedger’s pad to tie the score once again. 

Florida outshot the Lightning 15-5 in the third period but Vasilevskei was 
the difference as he many times is for the champs. 

THE NEW GUYS ARE HERE 

The Panthers had a number of new faces in the lineup Thursday as 
Nikita Gusev, Brandon Montour and Lucas Wallmark were in after being 
acquired before the NHL’s trade deadline. 

As Quenneville promised, all got some pretty good assignments early. 

Gusev not only started up with Sasha Barkov on the top line, but he also 
opened on the top power play unit. Wallmark centered the second line 
and Montour got some big minutes. 
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”I just wanted to keep it simple,” said Montour, who ended with 17:59 off 
23 shifts. “There are little tweaks here and there that teams change how 
they make up plays … I wanted to play the right way, talk to guys on the 
bench or my partner. I thought me and Nutivaara were solid.” 

Sam Bennett could be in the lineup Saturday against the Lightning or at 
least by Monday against the visiting Blue Jackets. 
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‘Central’ Florida: Battle for division heats up as Panthers visit Tampa Bay 

 

Published 19 hours ago on April 15, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

The intrastate battle between the Florida Panthers and Tampa Bay 
Lightning will be in the national spotlight Thursday as the fifth game 
between the two will be broadcast by NBCSN. 

Nice timing for the Panthers to make their national television debut this 
season, eh? 

By virtue of the Panthers winning in Dallas and the Lightning losing in 
Nashville on Tuesday, the two teams come into the game in a three-way 
tie with Carolina for first place in the NHL’s Central Division. 

It does look like the race for first — with the winner avoiding one of the 
division’s so-called ‘Big Three’ — may come down to the final games. 

”We lost three games and we really did not lose that much positioning,’’ 
Joel Quenneville said. “There is still hope to move ahead and recapture 
the top spot. We play one another four times, we play Carolina. It’s going 
to sort out.” 

Thursday’s game at Amalie Arena will be the fifth meeting of the season 
between the Panthers and Lightning. 

The two close out the 2021 regular season at BB&T Center in Sunrise. 

“We are going to Tampa for some meaningful games,” Quenneville said 
following Florida’s 3-2 overtime win Tuesday night. 

“The race is back on for us. We’re still in the mix.” 

The Lightning should come into the game in a surly mood after getting 
spanked 7-2 in Nashville on Tuesday. 

Tampa Bay did not do much to help goalie Curtis McElhinney and 
appeared ready to put that stinker behind them. 

“There was only one team playing tonight,” Ryan McDonagh said. “They 
were quicker than us and more detailed in their structure. That was one 
of the worst performances I’ve seen in a Lightning uniform by our group. 
… 

“Tough effort in front of McElhinney there. Feel bad for the big guy.” 

Frank Vatrano building reputation as ‘Mr. Clutch’ for Florida Panthers 

Florida bounced back from a smelly effort of its own Tuesday. After 
Quenneville called Saturday’s loss in Dallas a “garbage can game,” the 
Panthers looked like a different team Tuesday and took a 2-1 lead into 
the third period. 

Chris Driedger was able to hold off a desperate Dallas push in the third 
with a number of spectacular saves and, although Quenneville hasn’t 
made it official, the thought is Driedger will go Thursday in Tampa. 

After the win Tuesday, he said Driedger has “given us some really good 
performances” and that both goalies “make it hard for us to change 
things.” 

Said Frank Vatrano: “He’s been great for us all year. He’s definitely a guy 
we can rely on.’’ 

UPDATE: Driedger gets the start per Quenneville. 

LINE DANCE 

Florida is also expected to have a number of the new guys available 
Thursday so the projected lines are just that. 

Brandon Montour and Nikita Gusev will play if available with the thought 
Lucas Wallmark gets in as well. 

Anthony Duclair left Tuesday’s game after being tripped and falling 
awkwardly in overtime, but Quenneville said he thought Duclair would be 
OK. 

UPDATE: Duclair is fine and in the lineup. Quenneville says Gusev goes 
up with Sasha Barkov and Mason Marchment on the top line.  

Also, Sam Bennett could be in the lineup by Saturday. 

NHL Trade Deadline: What the Florida Panthers did (and didn’t do) 

Florida Panthers at Tampa Bay Lightning 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: Amalie Arena, Tampa 

Tickets: AVAILABLE HERE 

TV: NBCSN 

Radio: WQAM 560-AM 

Records (standings): Tampa Bay 28-12-2, 58 points (T-1st in Central); 
Florida 27-12-4, 58 points (T-1st). 

All-time series: Florida leads 68-48-16, 10 ties 

Season series: Tied 2-2 

Last season: Tampa Bay won three of four 

Up next: Florida at Tampa Bay, Saturday, 7 

Panthers This Week — Tuesday: Florida 3, Dallas 2 (OT); Thursday: 
Florida at Tampa Bay, 7; Saturday: Florida at Tampa Bay, 7 
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The Athletic / NHL trade deadline 2021 aftermath: Sizing up the Stanley 
Cup race 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn  

Apr 15, 2021  

 

Another year, another deadline. And once again, it was difficult to say it 
was a difference-making one.  

After each deadline, I take stock of how each team’s odds changed. But 
the past two years there hasn’t been much change — at least not any 
that can be immediately seen the next day. The additions made haven’t 
been of the needle-moving variety. To be fair, there haven’t been many 
of those types of players available, but regardless, the theme has been 
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finding the right player, not the best player. It worked very well for Tampa 
Bay last year and that trend continued this season. 

So while there isn’t much to reports in terms of how each team’s Cup 
chances changed, it is still a perfect time to take stock of where each 
team is at and how their additions might change that in the season’s final 
month. 

Here’s how the field of contenders looks after the deadline. 

Data as of Wednesday, April 14 

The Favorites 

The best chance to win it all: 15 percent or higher 

Colorado: Anyone who has seen Colorado play over the last couple 
months should not be surprised with the team being at the top of this list. 
I have never seen a team control the puck and dominate the scoring 
chance battle as much as the Avalanche, who have an expected goals 
rate over 60 percent for the season. Should that hold, it’ll be the highest 
percentage since 2007-08, the first year the stat was tracked. That 
passes the eye test, too — this team does not give up the puck. 

Colorado didn’t need to make any additions, but it added Carl Soderberg 
anyway, giving the Avalanche a strong third-line center who is currently 
valued at a second-line rate. That brings everyone in the team’s top nine 
above that level, something only Tampa Bay and the New York Islanders 
are capable of with the right configuration. This team is deep, but their 
jewel is the elite talent at forward and defense. Only Boston can match 
Colorado’s top line and based on this season, the edge likely goes to the 
Avalanche.  

Most impressive, though, is the team’s trio of star defensemen. Cale 
Makar is an elite force, but the emergence of Samuel Girard as Norris-
caliber has taken Colorado to another level. Meanwhile, the offseason 
addition of Devon Toews has worked out even better than expected; he’s 
been an absolute puck possession force. Combined, the trio is worth 8.2 
wins. That’s not only better than any other team’s best trio — it’s more 
than any other team’s entire defense corps. The Avalanche are a 
problem that will be very tough to solve. 

Tampa Bay: Last year’s Stanley Cup champions look poised to repeat 
thanks to Nikita Kucherov taking the year off. That’s allowed Tampa Bay 
to not only keep the band together, but add an important piece on the 
back end in David Savard. He’s been one of the top defensive 
defensemen in the league in terms of chance suppression and feels like 
a phenomenal fit next to superstar defender Victor Hedman. The Norris 
winner has had a revolving door of replacement level partners that he’s 
had to carry over the years, so Savard is a nice upgrade. His value is 
closer to one win when he’s at his best and not being sewered by bad 
goaltending. 

The big playoff addition will be Kucherov, though, projected to be worth 
four wins of value. For context, that’s the same total value expected from 
Carl Soderberg, Nick Foligno, Taylor Hall, Curtis Lazar and Mike Reilly, 
the deadline adds for Colorado, Toronto and Boston. 

That the Lightning are where they are without Kucherov shows just how 
good they can be when he does return. This team looks as deep as last 
year’s version and has the added benefit of Andrei Vasilevskiy playing 
the best hockey of his career. If we don’t get a Colorado vs. Tampa Bay 
series this season it will be an incredible injustice. The hockey world 
needs these two titans to meet. 

Toronto: Shrewd observers of the daily probabilities noticed a massive 
jump in Toronto’s Stanley Cup chances late last week. No, it wasn’t 
biased ol’ me trying to sneak a fast one by everyone — it was a change 
to the team’s starting goalie. It’s getting more and more difficult to 
imagine Jack Campbell not being Toronto’s playoff starter and that’s 
what created the massive shift. The Leafs are the clear third string here, 
but would be closer to Boston with Frederik Andersen between the pipes. 
Campbell is projected to be an average starter, but that’s a big upgrade. 

That was Toronto’s only real weakness so it’s nice to see the team solve 
that internally. The Leafs are a bit top heavy due to their major star power 
but there are solid depth pieces throughout the lineup that can contribute. 
It’s not at the level of either Colorado or Tampa Bay, but it’s a step ahead 
of the next tier of teams. That Toronto plays in the North Division, the 
only one without an elite second team, helps its chances greatly as well. 
The Leafs arguably have the easiest path of any of the division leaders. 
This is likely going to be their best shot to win the Cup. 

Toronto’s big splash was adding Nick Foligno, a gritty, hardworking 
winger that oozes big-time playoff performer vibes. The fit is strong given 
Foligno’s defensive upside and he does improve the team’s depth, even 
if it feels like they played it safe with his addition over other options. The 
Leafs have made a lot of additions based on fit and character in the last 
year that have worked out, so they deserve some benefit of the doubt 
there. 

The Contenders 

The biggest threats to the favorites: 8-15 percent 

Boston: All year this model has been high on Boston — much more than 
it had any right to be. This is a team that’s getting outscored at five-on-
five and is even in terms of expected goals. The Bruins do not look like a 
contender in any way, shape or form. It’s a model blind spot because of 
what the Bruins used to be more than what they’ve shown this season. 

Naturally, the team went out and had the best deadline haul of any team 
to further break my model. Thanks for nothing, Boston. 

Yes, the 11 percent chance at winning the Cup is excessive, as is the 
notion that Boston is the team to beat in the East Division. I get it, but 
they have dealt with some injury issues (specifically in net) and on paper 
should be a lot better, especially now with the additions of Taylor Hall, 
Curtis Lazar and Mike Reilly. 

Hall is the big one and his value is tough to predict. I don’t think he’ll be 
as poor as he was in Buffalo but he won’t be the MVP-caliber player he 
once was, either. The model presents a middle ground at a second-line 
rate with potential for more or less depending on which direction his 
career goes. With his best asset being his playmaking and ability to 
create off the rush, he’s a great fit in particular on a line with a shot-
happy Craig Smith. His addition should help create offense that’s been 
sorely missing. Lazar came in the trade with Hall and should be a 
capable presence on the fourth line. On the back end, Reilly is flying 
under the radar, but he’s capable of playing second pair minutes and 
somehow thrived on a bad Ottawa team. He was one of three full-time 
Senators players to post a positive expected goals rate. Reilly solidifies 
Boston’s top four, which has been an issue for the Bruins. 

Those three plug some major holes. When fully healthy, this team might 
take some folks by surprise. I don’t think they’re cooked quite yet, even if 
the odds the model lists are likely a little too high. OK, a lot too high. 

The Challengers 

The teams that can do damage, but face a difficult path: 5-8 percent 

Carolina: One of the things that often surprises me about my model is 
how low it rates Carolina after years of loving them perhaps a little too 
much. It was so surprising that I passed on bets against them this 
weekend, assuming the model was off by enough that I didn’t want to risk 
it. Especially not against Detroit. They lost both games. Of course. 

The big thing about both teams being in this section of the article is what 
stands in their way. For Carolina, it’s Tampa Bay, the defending Stanley 
Cup champions who are neck-and-neck with them in the standings … 
and getting one of the best players in the world back for the playoffs. 
That’s not ideal as it puts a large gap between the two groups that will be 
tough to break through. Carolina will be heavy underdogs against Tampa 
Bay. 

The model likes Carolina and doesn’t see many holes. There’s elite talent 
and depth, but there are some concerns whether the high end talent is 
high enough, especially in direct comparison to a team like Tampa Bay. 
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Sebastian Aho is great, but how does he stack up to Brayden Point or 
Aleksander Barkov? Dougie Hamilton is beloved by anyone who looks at 
analytics, but is he really better than Victor Hedman? Petr Mrazek has 
been lights out, but he’s no Andrei Vasilevskiy. The next wave probably 
isn’t quite there yet either with Andrei Svechnikov not taking the step 
many expected him to and Teuvo Teravainen being out for so long. 

One of the big wild cards is Vincent Trocheck, who is criminally 
underrated here. The 2018-19 and 2019-20 seasons were bad for him, 
but he’s bounced back in a big way. He’s played at a 3.5 win rate this 
year, nearly twice what’s projected here. If he can keep that up, that goes 
a long way in Carolina’s chances increasing to where many think they 
should be. 

Vegas: There will be many that question Vegas’ standing on this list with 
Cup chances as low as 5 percent. That seems harsh for a team on pace 
for 116 points, but playoff path plays a critical role. Swap Vegas and 
Toronto and each team’s odds would change dramatically. The Golden 
Knights currently have a 20 percent chance of finishing first and that 
means they’re very likely to face the Wild in Round 1, arguably the 
league’s toughest third seed. That lowers the team’s first round odds 
dramatically. Should they get by Minnesota, the next step is beating 
Colorado, the team the model considers to be the league’s best. Vegas 
can hang with the best teams, but Colorado is a massive obstacle. 

Adding Mattias Janmark doesn’t quite do much to solve that issue either. 
Janmark is scoring at the best pace of his career, but at five-on-five his 
1.25 points per 60 is still pretty low and he was getting massively out-
chanced. He doesn’t move the needle much, which doesn’t solve Vegas’ 
biggest problem: its bottom six. The top six, led by Mark Stone, is one of 
the league’s best, but it’s a very top heavy group. The bottom six doesn’t 
stack up with other contenders. 

The Dark Horses 

The teams that can make noise, if everything goes right: 2-5 percent 

Minnesota: The Wild started the season red hot but haven’t looked quite 
right in recent weeks. They’re on a modest 6-5-2 stretch and in that time 
have the league’s worst expected goals percentage at 41.6 percent. 
Granted, they played the Golden Knights and Avalanche a fair bit during 
that stretch, but that doesn’t excuse putting up Buffalo-esque numbers. 
That may be due to some injury trouble, but it’s still concerning for a 
group that looked like one of the league’s best possession teams. 
Minnesota has a strong and deep team, one that remains low on star 
power. That makes finding improvements at the deadline difficult. Given 
the difficult path ahead, the Wild were likely right to stand pat. 

Pittsburgh: The success of the Penguins hinges on whether Evgeni 
Malkin can come back, and whether he comes back at 100 percent. The 
Penguins have found plenty of recent success without him thanks to the 
emergence of Jared McCann, but they’re obviously a different group with 
Geno in the lineup. The top line led by Sidney Crosby remains excellent 
and is what’s powering this team, which isn’t as deep as it once was and 
doesn’t look as strong on the back end or in goal. The defense isn’t 
terrible, but the regression of John Marino and Marcus Pettersson makes 
the group much less threatening. Tristan Jarry hasn’t had a strong 
season either, though Casey DeSmith can start in a pinch and that would 
boost the team’s odds. Pittsburgh’s only acquisition was Jeff Carter, who 
is not nearly the player he once was but has improved this season. His 
possession numbers relative to teammates have been positive this year 
and at five-on-five he’s scored at a second-line rate. That’s a solid add 
for the team’s top nine. 

NY Islanders: This is by far the highest my model has ever been on the 
Islanders and it may still not be high enough. The Islanders are analytic 
darlings this season, vaulting all the way up to the third-best expected 
goals rate and fourth-best actual goals rate. They’re a five-on-five 
juggernaut, propped up by an incredible top line and top pair that are 
dominant at controlling play. The team is very deep at forward with four 
strong lines anchored by some of the league’s best center depth. The 
additions of Kyle Palmieri and Travis Zajac add to that and though 
neither fully replaces the loss of Anders Lee, they both make the 

Islanders a more imposing group. Palmieri, in particular, can be a power 
play weapon for a team whose only weakness is the power play. He was 
a very smart addition and has the potential to provide more value than 
the 1.3 wins listed above if he starts scoring more. 

Washington: Some would call this a bitter rivalry between the Capitals 
and my model. I would call it a hierarchy: the Capitals always come out 
ahead. Once again, they’re tops in their division and on pace for way 
more points than predicted. Is it a fluke? No, because they keep doing it. 
Is the model wrong? Yes, absolutely (although, for what it’s worth, an 
internal model using better data dislikes Washington even more than I 
do). That’s on using expected goals as a foundation, where the Capitals 
appear only average. That’s actually an improvement over recent 
seasons and because the model also uses goals, it’s much more fond of 
them than previous seasons. The issue is that the model is higher on the 
other three East teams and that drives down the Capitals’ Cup odds. I do 
believe Washington has a higher chance than 2 percent and the Capitals 
are very deep, but they have legitimate concerns in net. I’m not sure their 
high end talent stacks up with Boston or Pittsburgh, and they don’t seem 
to be a particularly good match against the Islanders. Washington’s big 
get was Anthony Mantha, who should be trusted more than Jakub Vrana 
was while providing similar on-ice value. It’s a good fit and I can imagine 
his current value climbs in his new surroundings.  

The Rest 

The teams that face a very difficult road in the playoffs: 0-2 percent 

Winnipeg: We’ve come a long way from the troubled days of Dom’s 
Model™ saying the Jets were below average. They’re good, basically 
Canada’s version of Washington. Maybe not as good as their record, but 
likely better than modelled here. Winnipeg is now regarded as the 
second best team in Canada — as it should be. An enormous reason for 
that is clear as day from the chart above: Connor Hellebuyck. No other 
goalie is rated as highly with one full win separating Hellebuyck from the 
next best, Andrei Vasilevskiy. Goalies have the ability to steal a series on 
their own and in Hellebuyck the Jets have the one most likely to. 
Combine that with a talented group of forwards that can finish and they’re 
a scary group in a short series. I’m really disappointed they didn’t add 
any defender of substance (Jordie Benn does not count), though, as that 
remains a problem area. 

Montreal: The Habs are a stronger team with Brendan Gallagher and 
Ben Chiarot in the lineup but did well to shore up some needs. If Chiarot 
isn’t ready come playoff time, Jon Merrill is a solid addition that can 
compete for a third pair spot. He was arguably Detroit’s best defender 
this season. Up front, Eric Staal makes the forward group even deeper, 
but the team will need last year’s version and not the one who looked like 
a shade of himself in Buffalo. In any sense, the team won’t go anywhere 
unless Carey Price looks more like the bubble version and less like the 
guy from the last three of four regular seasons. 

Edmonton: When a team has Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, 
anything is possible. It’s enough to make Edmonton a playoff team and 
as long as the Oilers avoid Toronto, they should have a decent chance in 
the opening round. It’s going deeper that’s an issue as the team doesn’t 
have the requisite depth to be a contender or even a dark horse. Dmitry 
Kulikov is a nice add for their shutdown pair as he’s been strong 
defensively this season, but he’s still not someone who pushes 
Edmonton over the top.  

Florida: There’s one big change that would really elevate Florida’s 
chances and that’s leaning on Chris Driedger as the starting goalie. 
Sergei Bobrovsky is projected to be replacement level despite being one 
of the highest-paid goalies in the league. Driedger, in comparison, has 
been lights out. The Panthers only added around the margins with Sam 
Bennett and Nikita Gusev up front and Brandon Montour on the back 
end. All three have some upside to deliver more value, but for now, 
combine for 0.1 wins. 

St. Louis: No moves at the deadline for the Blues, a team that started the 
season as a dark horse and now might not even make the playoffs. A 
recent surge took them out of seller mode and they now have a 64 
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percent chance at making the playoffs, but a first round date against 
Colorado is unlikely to end well. They were right to stand pat, but they do 
have the pieces to surprise if they can get hot. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' lacklustre power play continuing to impact 
team confidence 

 

Chris Johnston@reporterchris 

April 16, 2021, 12:22 AM 

 

TORONTO -- An optimist would find comfort in the fact that the referees 
typically start hiding their whistles by the time the playoffs arrive. 

Because at this stage, the only thing that could have the Toronto Maple 
Leafs feeling good about their power play is the prospect of having fewer 
of them. 

On Thursday, the punchless PP was the main culprit for a 5-2 loss to the 
Winnipeg Jets — bringing a nagging itch to the surface. They’ve been 
able to string together a lot of wins while going 1-for-42 with the man 
advantage since March 9 because of excellent results at even strength. 

But there are going to be times where you can’t outskate that level of 
futility. In tight games against quality opponents, special teams are often 
the difference. 

“I think it’s quite obvious the impact that the power play could have had 
on the game today and [we] failed to get it done,” said Leafs coach 
Sheldon Keefe. 

They have tried a little bit of everything while scoring one power-play goal 
in the last 17 games. Different personnel, different alignments, two 
balanced units, one grouping of all-stars. At one point recently, Keefe told 
reporters that the coaching staff decided to stop changing anything — 
only to see injuries and absences force more change. 

We’ve reached the stage where everyone is openly admitting that the 
problem has grown so large it rests between the ears of the team’s 
collective conscience. It’s become an issue of confidence. 

“I’d say about 100 per cent,” Keefe said earlier this week. 

"It didn’t give us much momentum tonight,” said captain John Tavares 
after the loss to Winnipeg narrowed his team’s North Division lead to 
three points. 

The Leafs actually liked their start against the Jets. They pulled ahead 1-
0 on an early Alex Galchenyuk goal and continued pushing against an 
opponent playing for the second straight night, drawing two minor 
penalties in quick succession. 

Assistant coach Manny Malhotra, who is responsible for overseeing 
power-play duties, gathered players at the bench with a white board 
during a timeout to map out the 5-on-3 to follow. Then Winnipeg got two 
quick clears, Galchenyuk rang a shot off the post and the Leafs couldn’t 
piece together enough control to create real pressure. 

Instead of grabbing a 2-0 lead, Toronto saw the rope slip away quickly — 
starting with a defensive zone faceoff loss to start a Winnipeg power play 
and a Nikolaj Ehlers shot that trickled through Jack Campbell. That was 
followed by two more quick strikes in transition, from Kyle Connor and 
Mark Scheifele, and the Jets had delivered a blow to Toronto’s psyche. 

“The 5-on-3, our power play in general, and the fact that they win a 
faceoff on their power play and score immediately. That really was tough 
on us,” Keefe said. “Obviously, we didn’t respond well to that. We just 
lost structure to their best players. Essentially two breakaways, or a 2-on-
1 and a breakaway, to their best people. Those are freebies, freebies that 
they didn’t give us. 

“That, ultimately, is the difference in the game.” 

The Leafs missed on two additional power-play chances — one to start 
the third period while trailing 3-2 and the other shortly after some 
miscommunication between Mitch Marner and David Rittich saw Ehlers 
make it 4-2. 

A goal in either case could have produced a different result on a night 
where Toronto controlled 57 per cent of the shot attempts and 54 per 
cent of the expected goals at evens. 

“I mean you can just sense that even on the bench, the guys who aren’t 
out there [on the power play], every shot, every time the puck's in and 
around the net the guys are looking for it to fall,” Keefe said. “The guys 
that are out there right now are squeezing it, they’re overthinking it, but 
that’s where we’re at and that’s what we’ve done to ourselves here so 
we’ve got to find our way out of it.” 

The job was made tougher by the fact Auston Matthews sat out with a 
hand/wrist issue while William Nylander finished up his final day in 
COVID Protocol, but the underlying problems predate those absences. 

What has to make this stretch so frustrating is how dramatically the 
team’s fortunes have shifted. The Leafs were the NHL’s most proficient 
power-play team to start the season — making good on 43.3 per cent of 
opportunities while pounding home 13 goals with the man advantage 
through 10 games. 

They’ve now slipped to 11th overall in the league at 21.8 per cent and 
could soon fall below the middle of the pack if they don’t find a way to 
stop taking on water. 

“Power play’s a big part of winning hockey games,” Marner said. “You 
know we’ve been talking about it for a long time now. We’ve got [12] 
games left until playoffs and it can win a lot of big games for you, so 
we’ve got to make sure we tune up … and just make sure we do the right 
things. 

“Eventually, we’ll get rewarded.” 

That’s the hope, anyways. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers continuing to adapt amid scheduling uncertainty 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

April 15, 2021, 6:34 PM 

 

EDMONTON — “Strange times,” reckoned Connor McDavid. “Can’t say 
that enough.” 

In a season that has been anything but predictable, the Edmonton Oilers 
left their suitcases by the door for another day on Thursday, cancelling 
the flight to Vancouver for a postponed Friday night game. They’ll fly on 
Friday instead to Winnipeg — assuming nothing comes up between now 
and then. 
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As a COVD-19 survivor, McDavid knows nobody wants to hear a 
professional hockey player complain about an inconvenient schedule, 
when families — including those of the Vancouver Canucks players — 
are dealing with the virus and its variants. 

“It’s tough to feel bad for ourselves when there are people who aren’t 
even allowed to go in to work, go to school and all the things that they 
would normally do,” McDavid said. “We are fortunate to be able to come 
into work and live a fairly normal life." 

And then there is this: “There are lots of people sitting at home watching 
games and counting on us to keep them somewhat entertained. That’s 
something we feel responsible for, and love to do. It’s tough to complain 
about a couple of scheduling issues.” 

McDavid spoke out when the NHL made Edmonton play an add-on game 
at the end of a long road trip that fell on the same night as the Colby 
Cave celebration of life. His rare discontent was registered, he was dead 
right, and now he’s moved on. 

With five games remaining against the Canucks, McDavid just hopes that 
Vancouver is ready to compete at an NHL level sometime soon. 

“Almost all of them had it, so it’s a very dangerous situation. We’re 
hopeful … everyone can be healthy and fit to play at some point,” said 
the Oilers captain, who learned of the postponement about 90 minutes 
after walking off the practice ice in Edmonton. 

No one wants be the team that walks into Vancouver and beats up on an 
unfit, unprepared and understaffed club. Playing them on Friday after just 
one practice as a team didn’t feel right, frankly. 

“Whether they practice once or three times … it’s going to be hard either 
way,” McDavid said. “This situation has put them in a difficult spot. 
They’re going to have to play games eventually.” 

While several of the Canucks players and staff are said to be struggling 
with symptoms, the fact that two of the league’s premier players — 
McDavid and Auston Matthews — have both fully recovered from their 
bouts with the coronavirus is a small positive for the Canucks. 

“I was one of the lucky ones who wasn’t too greatly affected by it,” 
McDavid said. “It was at a time when there wasn’t a ton being asked of 
me. I took my time off and got back into it after my quarantine was done. 
Not everyone is as lucky as I was.” 

Some Oilers players have been keeping up with their friends on the 
Canucks. We’re not able to hold a vote, but we would bet that several 
Oilers players would side with J.T. Miller and the Canucks players who 
pushed back against playing so soon after their illness. 

“You grow relationships, and I have a guy over there who I’ve trained 
with for the last 10 years,” defenceman Kris Russell said. “When you see 
him go on the (COVID protocol) list you reach out, you wish him the best. 
You’re trying to go about your business, but you’re worried about him and 
his family. 

“You know, the NHL is a close-knit group. When you see how quick it 
went through that team, it’s definitely something that you don’t want to 
see.” 

So we asked head coach Dave Tippett: Can a schedule that hasn’t killed 
the Oilers perhaps make them stronger? Is there some resiliency to be 
gained from being asked to roll with the punches, the way his team has 
been this season? 

“Probably a little more resilient,” he said. “As you go through things, you 
find out how you dealt with them.” 

They planned for this, even if the Oilers hoped those plans would be for 
naught. 

“We talked about this early in the year, that there could be a lot of ups 
and downs, and schedule changes. There is so much uncertainty,” 
Tippett said. “Now, it’s easy to talk about it, and if you don’t have to go 
through it you don’t worry about it. 

“But when you talk about it — and then you’re actually confronted with it 
— now you have to put what you said into play. That’s what we’re trying 
to do.” 

Five of the Oilers' remaining 14 games are scheduled to be played 
against Vancouver. When they happen, where they happen, if they 
happen…? 

“Just tell us where we should be,” Tippett said, “and we’re going to show 
up and play.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' schedule alteration an example of players driving 
change 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

April 15, 2021, 8:22 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – It lacked the striking visual drama and powerful aura of 
history conveyed by last summer’s two-day protest by National Hockey 
League players who used their Stanley Cup Playoffs stage to shine a 
spotlight on systemic racism. 

But the league’s postponement Friday of the Vancouver Canucks’ return 
from the most dangerous COVID-19 outbreak of the pandemic season 
was another example of players driving change. 

A difference from last summer, when players from all four teams 
remaining in the Western Conference playoff bubble literally stood in 
solidarity with Ryan Reaves of the Vegas Golden Knights, is that there is 
a lot of unhappiness from opponents regarding the Canucks. 

The frustration is not only over ever-changing schedules that affect 
others in the Canadian division during the playoff race, but a sense that 
the Canucks organization hasn’t taken responsibility for a player breaking 
“strongly recommended” NHL guidelines by dining out in public and then 
passing the coronavirus to teammates who may or may not have been 
adhering to other safety measures such as basic mask-wearing. 

But while it’s easy to say that someone who has lung cancer should 
never have smoked, the cause of illness cannot lessen the thoroughness 
and compassion of the treatment. 

Whatever the cause of the Canucks’ outbreak, COVID-19’s decimation of 
the roster was swift and inarguable. It became clear this week that it was 
impossible for the team to safely begin after a single practice and three 
weeks of inactivity a revised schedule of 19 games in 31 days. 

Remaining Time -3:19 

How are Canucks players feeling after their return to play has been 
postponed? 

The Canucks decided Thursday morning to keep their arena closed to 
the media, so reporters couldn’t see if that one “full practice” even 
occurred as players emerging from COVID protocol also underwent 
medical and physical screening. 

But the NHL, which initially refused a team request to delay the Canucks’ 
resumption of play, postponed Friday’s home game against the 
Edmonton Oilers about two hours before the visiting team was supposed 
to fly to Vancouver. 

This official announcement was immediately followed by reports that 
Saturday’s game against the Toronto Maple Leafs would also be 
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postponed. As of late Thursday afternoon, there was no word from the 
NHL whether the Canucks and Leafs would play only their other 
scheduled game on Monday or make up Saturday’s game on Sunday 
and play twice. 

Either way, the Canucks would get at least another couple of the days – 
Friday and Saturday – to test their legs and lungs amid their ongoing 
battle to recover from the coronavirus. This extra time is all players 
wanted. 

The Canucks never actually threatened not to play Friday; they just 
needed winger J.T. Miller to be his blunt, discomforting, honest self when 
he spoke to reporters on Wednesday and said the revised schedule was 
“dangerous” and the NHL’s goal of making player safety the top priority 
was “almost impossible to achieve with what they have asked us to do 
here on our return.” 

Like his team, Miller is an unsympathetic figure among opponents. 

But it was impossible to question the sincerity and logic in his assertions, 
which generated national attention and elevated the issue of his 
teammates’ well-being against the obvious financial interests of the NHL, 
its Players’ Association and, yes, Canucks ownership in completing a 56-
game season. 

Miller said: “This is a very extreme scenario, and it's dangerous to a lot of 
our players, so I want to make sure that our priorities are in the right 
spot.” 

The NHLPA held a conference call Wednesday night with Canucks 
players to hear their concerns. 

None of the return-to-play protocols that the NHL and PA agreed to 
before this season were changed on Thursday. Players still need to pass 
the same cardiac screening and progress through several stages of 
physical exertion so that no one goes straight from the league’s COVID 
list and into an NHL game. 

What changed Thursday is that the players were heard. 

A few contacted by Sportsnet described the additional preparation time 
before facing the Maple Leafs as “huge.” Not surprisingly, after 
Wednesday’s Miller bomb, none was made available to the media to 
speak on the record. 

NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly noted in an email to Sportsnet in the 
early days of the outbreak that “there’s never a one-size-fits-all solution.” 

In the early-season outbreaks most closely resembling the one in 
Vancouver, the Buffalo Sabres and New Jersey Devils each went two 
weeks between games and upon their return were given revised 
schedules that looked remarkably similar in their first month to that of the 
Canucks. 

But there are a couple of key differences. The NHL is now in its sprint to 
the finish line, the pace and intensity of the competition organically higher 
than it was when inactive New Jersey and Buffalo players returned one 
month into the season. And the Canucks’ outbreak was worsened by 
COVID-19’s P.1 variant, which general manager Jim Benning confirmed 
Thursday to The Province newspaper. Variants were not around much in 
North America when the season started in January but are now driving a 
massive third wave in Canada. The long-term effects of P.1, which 
originated in Brazil, are less known and thus less predictable than the 
original strain of COVID-19. 

One size doesn’t fit all. The Canucks got sicker than any team this 
season. Whatever mistakes caused it should not dictate the safety of 
their return. 

Players needed a little more time to recover, and the NHL gave it to 
them. As it should. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Q&A: David Rittich on Flames memories, Stanley Cup 
opportunity and more 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

April 15, 2021, 5:03 PM 

 

In the midst of David Rittich’s breakthrough season in Calgary a few 
years back, his name came up in a meeting that startled a few higher-
ups. 

“(Coach) Bill (Peters) was in a meeting with management and he said, 
‘we gotta get him off the coke,’” said goalie coach Jordan Sigalet. 

“He had a serious addiction to Coca-cola, but at first they were thinking 
he meant drugs. Shoot, he might be on that too, the way he is.” 

He’s joking, of course, which is what everyone does around the quirky 
netminder who won’t take long to become a fan favourite in Toronto, as 
he was in Calgary. 

“There was a water bottle with coke in it on the bench, so that came to an 
end,” added Sigalet. 

“He’s gotten a lot better with his off-ice habits and looking after himself.” 

One routine Rittich refuses to alter is his game-day ritual, which has him 
instructing his goalie coach to fire two shots off his mask. 

It’s a tradition that started four years ago in the AHL when the rookie free 
agent signing out of the Czech Republic took two errant shots from 
teammates in the noggin during morning skate and wound up with a 
shutout that night. 

“It started a tradition,” said Sigalet. 

“It’s so weird – you’ll be doing a pregame skate and the other team is 
watching, wondering ‘what the heck is going on?’ I’ve got a muffin and I’ll 
admit to it, but if I had a hard shot he’d be concussed by now.” 

Which brings us to Toronto where Rittich’s pre-game ask before 
Tuesday’s debut floored Maple Leafs goalie coach Steve Briere, who told 
InGoal Magazine, “I’ve seen it all now.” 

However, it was Rittich who left the ice that day the most surprised. 

“I didn’t expect he was going to shoot that hard,” Rittich told Sportsnet in 
a lengthy phone conversation Wednesday. 

“He’s got a better shot than most players in the NHL. I’m not joking. I’m 
like, ‘where are you from?’ Even my screw from my mask fell off. I’ve got 
to talk to him and see if he can be a little less aggressive than he was.” 

Most goalies are known for having a screw loose – nothing new there. 

But Rittich’s playfulness, honesty and animation on the ice combines with 
his deliciously broken English to make him as likeable a character as 
today’s game has. 

Fans saw Big Save Dave’s heart on display Wednesday when Rittich 
responded to a video of a disappointed four-year-old Flames fan named 
Oliver by calling to console him over the trade news. 

He then sent the youngster a Leafs jersey. 

Video of him arranging a heartwarming meeting between his autistic 
brother and Harvey the Hound a few years back is equally as compelling. 

The fact that the Flames allowed Rittich to hitch a ride to Toronto on their 
charter after the trade says plenty about how well liked he is. 
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In a wide-ranging interview that included several moments when the 28-
year-old fought back tears when discussing the emotion of leaving 
Calgary, Rittich talked openly about his disappointment over ice time and 
playoff snubs, as well as how appreciative he was that the Flames took a 
chance on him. He also addressed his run-ins with two former 
teammates Tuesday. 

SPORTSNET: Brad Treliving said that discussions with your agent 
revealed you’d likely sign elsewhere next season. Is that accurate? 

RITTICH: You don’t really know what can happen in the off-season. My 
point on that was I just want to play. The Flames bring in Marky (Jacob 
Markstrom) for six years and kind of showed what they feel about me. 

When I saw they signed Marky I was okay – I was in same position 
before with Smitty (Mike Smith). I was just thinking I’m going to work hard 
and be great teammate and bring great attitude to locker room. All the 
things I usually do. 

I just thought of all conversations I had with Wardo (coach Geoff Ward) 
and Tree, I’m going to have more opportunities to play than I had. Then I 
only played one game at the beginning. I thought he’d play a little more 
than me, but I didn’t think it would be that much more than me. 

I’m a competitive guy and want to play every night. I hope I’m going to 
have more opportunity here with Toronto. 

Have you been told what your role will be with the Leafs? 

I’m not going to say anything. You can call the GM. 

So many questions no one can answer right now. I’m going to enjoy 
Toronto and see it’s a really huge chance to win a Cup and do something 
special here. 

What’s going to happen in off-season is going to happen. 

I’m not looking at future, but present. 

What was it like playing against your former team two days after the 
trade? 

It was weird, I’m not going to lie. I didn’t expect something like that. First 
half of the game I felt awful. I didn’t play for two weeks and travel day 
before and packing – I went through a lot the day before, then I had a 
chance to play the Flames. It was the worst thing. I played with some of 
the guys for five years and I played with the big Flaming ‘C’ on my heart 
and then played them and sometimes I got scared when I saw guys with 
blue jerseys on. 

Tell me about chopping Matthew Tkachuk and bumping Johnny 
Gaudreau on Tuesday. 

I didn’t want to do anything but at the same time I’m like, ‘buddy, you 
kidding me?’ 

Sometimes emotions go through. That one on Chucky I wanted to give 
him a little one because he gave me a snow shower so bad. 

When I saw I hit Johnny on the video, it looked bad but I didn’t mean to 
hit him. I wanted to go beside him and he kind of skated into me too. It 
wasn’t anything I wanted to do wrong with my old teammates – why 
would I? I hope they are still my friends. 

Can I assume news of the trade was hard to receive? 

Obviously tough one, right? Five years with the boys and – it wasn’t easy 
to say bye to them. 

Some of the guys are going to be life friends I hope. It’s been awesome 
time to be a Flame and enjoy the city of Calgary and the whole 
organization and the opportunity they gave. 

But it’s time to move on. I don’t think there’s a bigger deal than the Leafs 
in Canada, to be in this unbelievable organization from what I’ve seen the 
last two days. 

How long will you keep playing with your old equipment, covered in blue 
tape? 

That tape over my pads and gloves is unbelievable. That is a sticker over 
my mask! It looked like it was painted by the Leafs. I’m on it right now, 
trying to figure out how long it will take to get the new stuff. From what I 
saw of the pads, they are going to be loved here. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

How disappointed were you to be overlooked by the club in each of the 
last two playoffs? 

That’s a tough one. 

Obviously the first year with Smitty, he’s got a lot of playoff experience 
and great goalie and is a person. I love to be with him. I wasn’t b----ing 
when they gave it to him – I take that. When they get guys like that, 
you’re prepared that can happen. 

But last year I feel, I don’t know, it wasn’t fair a little bit. I played all 
season long and was in the All-Star Game. I don’t care about that, but 
there was a reason I was there. 

Since Wardo came, I felt I’m not going to play because I felt he likes 
older guys. It’s just what I thought. I was working out and skating at home 
in pandemic and working so hard to be in the playoffs. Then I got to 
Calgary and what chance I had? I was thrown into the 3-3 game and they 
scored two goals right away and then I was pulled later. I don’t want to b-
--- on anything. I love Talbs (Cam Talbot), and nothing against him. We 
were both really good together and we are still in touch and we are still 
friends. 

How grateful are you for the chance the Flames took on you? 

This is a tough one (choking back tears). 

They turned my life 360 points around. They found me in Czech league. 
Who does that? 

They gave me opportunity to come here and to fight for my dream. 

In my second year here, my dream came true and (pausing again to 
collect himself). 

I love playing and love Calgary and everything they did for me and my 
family was awesome. 

Was it emotional walking off that plane with the Flames for the last time? 

That was a little better than the night before. 

Every coin has got two sides. One side was sad I’m leaving Calgary and 
the boys. The other side is I’m going to a beautiful city and unbelievable 
organization with great fans. 

What was the highlight of your time in Calgary? 

So many memories (pausing). 

First game, first shutout, first home shutout. Fun in the locker room. Be 
around super nice guys. So many memories. I can’t pick one. Impossible. 

Any chance you’ll stop being so open and emotional in a bigger market? 

Why am I supposed to change? I honestly think my personality is why I’m 
here. 

It doesn’t make sense to me to change anything. Still same game. 
What’s the point to change? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Leafs sign 2020 first-rounder Amirov to three-year, entry-
level deal 

 

Chris Johnston@reporterchris 

April 15, 2021, 11:03 AM 

 

TORONTO — The Toronto Maple Leafs are finally going to get an up-
close look at 2020 first-round pick Rodion Amirov. 

In signing the 19-year-old winger to his three-year entry-level contract 
Thursday, the NHL team finalized a development plan that will see 
Amirov travel to Toronto in the near future to start working with the 
organization’s development staff. 

That hasn’t happened yet because Amirov was already playing KHL 
games with Ufa Salavat Yulayev when Toronto selected him 15th overall 
in October. 

“Unlike other years, he hasn’t even been here yet,” general manager 
Kyle Dubas said this week. “I think we were really happy with how his 
season went overall and thought Ufa did a really good job, especially with 
such a young player of bringing him along. He had the great tournament 
at the Karjala Cup, he had some ups and downs at the world juniors and 
then they really did a good job I felt developing him there.” 

Amirov will travel to Toronto as soon as the Leafs secure his Canadian 
visa, which could take some time with the added complexities brought on 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The organization is taking a patient approach with a player who was 
listed at six-foot, 167-pounds on his draft day. Amirov will be loaned back 
to Ufa for the 2021-22 season after working with the Leafs development 
staff, according to his agent Dan Milstein, and could also end up in 
Russia again for 2022-23 as well. 

His entry-level contract calls for him to be loaned back to the KHL that 
season if he's not on the Leafs' opening night roster, or if he’s assigned 
to the American Hockey League at any point. 

Amirov has committed to spending the 2023-24 season in Toronto — 
either with the Leafs or Marlies, or some combination of the two. 

His deal doesn’t include performance bonuses, which will make him 
easier to recall from a salary-cap perspective. Rasmus Sandin and Nick 
Robertson have signed similar contracts with the Leafs in recent years. 
Under the terms of the deal, Amirov will receive a maximum $92,500 
signing bonus each season while being paid a salary of $832,500 or 
$80,000 at the NHL and AHL level, respectively. 

Now that he’s signed, the next order of business is to get him to Toronto 
so that the Leafs can take a more active role in his development process. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs notebook: Injury not expected to keep 
Matthews out long 

 

Chris Johnston@reporterchris 

April 15, 2021, 1:32 PM 

 

TORONTO -- Auston Matthews’ pursuit of the Rocket Richard Trophy 
has temporarily been grounded. 

The NHL’s leader in goals will miss Thursday’s visit from the Winnipeg 
Jets with a left hand/wrist injury similar to the one that kept him out of 
three previous games this season. Matthews appeared briefly on the ice 
at Scotiabank Arena to test things out before the morning skate and 
departed just as his Toronto Maple Leafs teammates started getting put 
through their paces. 

“We’re not expecting it to be something that’s going to hold him out for 
long,” said Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe. 

Matthews is believed to have aggravated his injury after getting hit along 
the boards by Michael Stone late in the second period of Tuesday’s 
game against Calgary. He went immediately to the bench afterwards. 

Remaining Time -0:12 

Matthews skates off after taking hit along boards 

The Leafs centre is scoring at a ridiculous pace of 0.8 goals per game 
this season and his total of 32 is six better than the league’s next best, 
Mikko Rantanen of the Colorado Avanlanche, despite the games missed 
due to injury. 

The Leafs are still 3-0-0 without Matthews in the lineup this season. 

On Thursday night, John Tavares will slide into his spot on the top line 
between Mitch Marner and Alex Galchenyuk while Adam Brooks draws in 
on the fourth line. 

“It will be by committee, because nobody can fill Auston’s role,” said Zach 
Hyman. 

William Nylander is one more negative COVID-19 test away from being 
released out of NHL protocol. 

The Leafs forward has been in isolation since Apr. 7 after coming into 
close contact with someone who later exhibited symptoms. Nylander 
reported that interaction to the team at the earliest opportunity, drawing 
praise from head coach Sheldon Keefe for being up front about it. 

As it turned out, the contact wound up producing negative tests -- as has 
the 24-year-old Nylander to this point. One week later it looks like a false 
alarm. 

Nylander should rejoin the Leafs at practice on Friday and will be put 
back into the lineup as soon as he feels comfortable. 

“I spoke with him [Thursday] night,” said Keefe. “You know he’s feeling 
good, he’s been able to get a little bit of activity. Like everybody’s been 
doing when they’re in isolation, the bike and some weights, you’re doing 
what you can. But really we’re just going to see how he is when he gets 
on the ice and how he feels. 

“Ultimately it’ll be up to Will and how he’s feeling and we’ll make the 
decision from there. But I’m not locked into anything, it’s really just going 
to be up to Will when he feels he’s ready we’ll get him back going again.” 

The Leafs are next scheduled to play in Vancouver on Saturday -- 
although that game is currently in question. More on that below. 

Thursday marked the first time the media had seen Frederik Andersen in 
full equipment since his last start on Mar. 19, although Keefe indicated 
the injured goalie had snuck in previous sessions. 

“This wasn’t his first time on the ice,” Keefe revealed. 

Still, it marked an interesting development given how much mystery has 
surrounded the lower-body injury the team’s former No. 1 goalie is 
dealing with. 

Andersen was placed on long-term injured reserve just before the trade 
deadline, which allowed the Leafs to exceed the salary cap ceiling while 
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he’s out, and seemed to point to him being done for the regular season. 
That notion was underscored by the decision to acquire goaltender David 
Rittich from Calgary as well. 

It’s not clear if they’d even be able to make the roster moves necessary 
to activate him before the start of the playoffs, which may end up being a 
moot discussion because it doesn’t sound like he’ll be healthy to play any 
time soon. 

“The fact that he’s back out here again today after skating previously is a 
good sign that he’s making progress,” said Keefe. "I don’t think he’s close 
at this point to actually playing, but this is all part of the process. My 
understanding is he’s going to come on the road with us [next week] so 
that’s very, very encouraging. 

“It’s really, really good to have him back out there in his gear.” 

Added teammate Justin Holl, “He said he’s been feeling better and 
better. I’m just hoping that he can get healthy. We’re definitely going to 
need him.” 

Uncertain schedule 

At this point it’s up in the air whether the Leafs weekend visit to 
Vancouver will go ahead as planned. 

The Canucks are scheduled to host Toronto on Saturday and Monday 
after an extended gap in their schedule brought on by an outbreak of a 
COVID-19 variant. There is some debate about whether those games will 
be played after Canucks forward J.T. Miller voiced concerns that the 
players weren’t being given an adequate amount of time to regain their 
fitness. 

“It’s a tough situation,” said Holl. “I don’t know if there’s one concrete 
answer I can give because I don’t really know what they’re going through 
in Vancouver and I don’t know what kind of pressure the league is under 
to get the season completed.” 

The Leafs are simply in wait-and-see mode. 

“You’re sensitive to what they’re going through, but difficult to really 
speak too much on it because I don’t know for certain what’s happening 
there,” said Keefe. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators blue line takes youthful turn with Brannstrom, 
Bernard-Docker, Mete 

 

Wayne Scanlan  

April 15, 2021, 12:33 PM 

 

The Ottawa Senators blue line is getting younger by the day. 

While the plan was to ease those two college kids, Jacob Bernard-
Docker and Shane Pinto, into the lineup, an injury to Nikita Zaitsev 
changed things in a hurry. 

Despite being involved in just one full team practice the day before, 
Bernard-Docker, 20, made his NHL debut versus the Winnipeg Jets on 
Wednesday evening. No. 48 in your ever-changing program. 

"It’s a game that I prepared my whole life for," said Bernard-Docker, a 
native of Canmore, Alta. 

For months, Ottawa fans had envisioned a defence corps that included 
"JBD" alongside Thomas Chabot, and that’s exactly where he was 

slotted in his first game, although the Senators moved the pairings 
around a bit to get Chabot more time (26:39) and limit Bernard-Docker to 
15:33. 

With Zaitsev still hobbling from a shot block in Monday’s game against 
the Jets, Bernard-Docker was told in the morning to prepare as though 
he was playing. But the rookie wasn’t sure he was making his debut until 
about an hour before game time. His pre-game nap was a fit of 
restlessness, Bernard-Docker said. 

"The coaching staff and all the guys did an amazing job of making me 
feel comfortable and making it a fun night for me," Bernard-Docker said. 
"Obviously, we didn’t come out on the winning side, but everyone was 
nice enough to say congratulations to me after the game and take a 
picture with me. 

"It was a really special moment for me. I had a blast out there." 

"There’s parts of the game that are really different (from college)," 
Bernard-Docker said. "Going back and getting pucks, their forwards were 
really quick on the forecheck. And physical. So, I didn’t have a lot of time 
with the puck." 

As the game went on, Bernard-Docker looked more and more 
comfortable. He is a heady player, as advertised. Not flashy, but solid. 
He reads the game. 

"There were a couple of times on the point there, he made a couple of 
good offensive plays," said Senators head coach D.J. Smith. "With his 
head up. He’s a real smart player. He sees what’s going on, and as he 
learns the pace and adjusts to practice he’ll continue to get better." 

It’s a wonder Bernard-Docker’s legs didn’t feel like jelly, considering he 
and Pinto, signed out of the University of North Dakota, spent seven days 
in a hotel quarantine before getting in just one full team practice on 
Tuesday, plus a couple of game morning skates. JBD should have his 
legs for Saturday’s game in Montreal. 

Talk about a youthful turn. With Bernard-Docker, Erik Brannstrom and 
Victor Mete in the lineup against Winnipeg, fully half of Ottawa’s six 
defencemen were 22 and under. 

At the start of the year, it wasn’t unusual to see a Senators D deployment 
like this: 

Thomas Chabot/Nikita Zaitsev 

Mike Reilly/Erik Gudbranson 

Braydon Coburn/Josh Brown 

Average age: 28.5 

On Wednesday, the pairings looked like this, for the most part: 

Chabot/Jacob Bernard-Docker 

Erik Brannstrom/Artem Zub 

Victor Mete/Brown 

Average age: 23.1 

That’s five years lopped off the average age, with Brown, 27, as the elder 
statesman on the blue line. 

For a young defenceman who had played a minor role in just 16 games 
prior to the NHL trade deadline, Brannstrom has been a popular topic on 
social media. 

His ink to minutes played ratio was off the charts. 

Why wasn’t he playing more for a last place Senators team in a rebuild? 
Why were so many place-holding veterans standing in his way? Did the 
coach hate him? 

These questions and more were rampant through the first three months 
of this condensed 56-game schedule. 
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Now, to use a quaint expression, Brannstrom’s ship has come in. 

In an Ottawa system that rigidly deploys left-shooting defencemen on the 
left side and righties on the right – the left side of the Senators blue line 
has been cleaned out for Brannstrom like a crisp sweep of the Zamboni. 
(Note: lefty Chabot did play some right-side D on Wednesday, just to get 
him out more and protect the young defence). 

Traded at Monday’s deadline were lefty defencemen Mike Reilly (Boston 
Bruins) and Braydon Coburn (New York Islanders), to go with an earlier 
move that sent Christian Wolanin to the Los Angeles Kings for forward 
Mike Amadio. 

For a guy who didn't play an NHL game between March 10 and April 8, 
there was Brannstrom playing 15:16 minutes in Monday’s 4-2 win over 
Winnipeg with an assist and plus-3 rating. Then on Wednesday in an 
elevated role, Brannstrom saw 18:14 TOI, including 2:48 on the power 
play and 3:04 on the penalty kill. Fans would have fallen off their couches 
seeing Brannstrom killing penalties earlier in the year or playing big 
minutes late in a game. 

Smith was pleased at how Brannstrom held up. At times, he’s been 
known to take a pounding back there, but that didn’t happen in this 3-2 
loss. 

"He broke the puck out well for us, and with Zaitsev being out we were 
short penalty killers and I thought [Brannstrom] did a good job there," 
Smith said. "I thought he defended well. He passed the puck. He looks 
more confident for sure. And I think he’ll just continue to get better. 

"That’s as big and physical a team as you’re going to play and he did 
really well. That’s a building block for him." 

Suddenly, Brannstrom, 21, who has been a healthy scratch, a taxi squad 
passenger and even an AHL visitor, is vaulted into a top-four spot 
alongside the dependable Zub. If he can stay healthy, Brannstrom should 
get plenty of chances over the final 12 games to showcase his game. 

A former first-round draft pick of the Vegas Golden Knights (15th overall, 
2015), Brannstrom was the key piece acquired by Ottawa in the Mark 
Stone trade two years ago. 

His progress since then has been up and down. Yet, this week, Senators 
general manager Pierre Dorion reiterated, "We feel Erik Brannstrom is 
going to be a really good NHL defenceman." 

Dorion said this by way of explaining why he was OK with letting Reilly 
go at the deadline for a third-round pick, despite the fact Reilly was 
having a strong season. Dorion looks to a future left side that includes 
franchise cornerstone Chabot and "superstar in waiting" (Dorion’s words) 
Jake Sanderson, who will return for a second season at UND in the fall. 

The Senators did bring in another left-shot D in Victor Mete, claimed off 
waivers from the Montreal Canadiens. 

The arrival of Mete makes the Brannstrom angle all the more fascinating. 
For one thing, they are both so small they look like they could be partners 
on the same minor hockey team – possibly minor bantam. Brannstrom is 
generously listed as five-foot-10, 179 pound while Mete is five-nine, 184. 

At similar height, and with similar styles, these two could hardly be 
distinguished in Ottawa’s retro red jerseys with the black numbers on the 
back Wednesday evening. Was that No. 26 Brannstrom or No. 98 Mete 
making that rush? 

If anything, Mete, a fourth-round pick of the Canadiens in 2016, might 
have slightly quicker feet than Brannstrom. In his second Ottawa start, 
Mete played 14:53 without any special teams time. He looked 
comfortable for the most part and finished minus-1 while Brannstrom was 
even on Wednesday. Mete played 9:43 on Monday, after driving over 
from Montreal on gameday. 

"He’ll play more," Smith says of Mete. "He will get a chance to get his 
confidence back after being in and out of the lineup in Montreal." 

"He has an opportunity to prove he belongs in the league," Smith added. 
"And when he gets his confidence back, we think he can be a good 
player." 

Whether or not there is room in the organization for two undersized, 
pretty-good defencemen who don’t put up big points is a question for 
down the road. There is room for at least one of them in a defence 
picture that projects to include: Chabot, Jake Sanderson, Bernard-
Docker, Zub, Lassi Thomson and Tyler Kleven. For now, Zaitsev, 29, at 
$4.5 million through 2023-24, is very much a part of that picture, slotted 
in beside Chabot on the top pairing. When Zaitsev returns from his injury, 
look for Brown to get bumped from the lineup as JBD stays in. 

Mete has been on a third pairing with Brown. 

Mete, 22, is a pending RFA this summer while Brannstrom has one year 
left on his entry-level deal. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: Grading how each team fared at 
the trade deadline 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

April 15, 2021, 1:39 PM 

 

The trade deadline has come and gone so rosters for the stretch drive 
are set. General managers have made their final determinations on their 
teams for the 2020-21 season and either positioned for a run, or stepped 
back with a view on the long term. 

So how did they all do? 

This week's Power Rankings focuses on how each team fared at the 
deadline, though as always, the actual ranking of the teams is based on 
how they're performing on the ice, with some added weight on recent 
play. 

Here's hoping the general lack of activity in the lead up to and on 
deadline day leads to more fireworks in the off-season. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

1. Colorado Avalanche: A- 

You don't have to make a huge splash to get a solid deadline grade. 
Colorado had one clear need, a backup goalie, and they got that in 
Devan Dubnyk for a fifth-round pick. The hope, of course, is that Dubnyk 
isn't needed come playoff time, but his sub-.900 save percentage the 
past two years leaves some question what he's got left, or if he was the 
best option. Other than that, the Avs made the depth defenceman moves 
many contenders make (Patrik Nemeth), and brought back Carl 
Soderberg for centre depth in the bottom-six. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights: B- 

They were in discussions to do something much bigger (ahem, Ryan 
Getzlaf), but it was always going to be tough for Vegas to do much 
against the cap. Still, acquiring Mattias Janmark gives them another 
upside scoring rental who could spend most of his time on the third line, 
but has played well with top players before and might yet become a top-
six player here. 
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3. Toronto Maple Leafs: A+ 

They did everything they set out to do. Nick Foligno was the big splash 
add and he'll bring not only a captain's veteran presence, but versatility in 
that he could be used alongside John Tavares and William Nylander on 
line two, or to beef up the defence on line three. David Rittich was the 
No. 3 goalie the team needed in the face of their other two goalies 
battling injuries all season and Ben Hutton is the depth defenceman add 
most playoff teams look to make. The Leafs are better and more 
prepared for the playoffs after the deadline and they didn't have to give 
up any of their top prospects. 

4. New York Islanders: A+ 

Honestly, what more could you ask for? The Isles had a clear need to 
add scoring punch with Anders Lee out and not only did they accomplish 
that by acquiring Kyle Palmieri, they also brought in Travis Zajac for 
depth and versatility. Critically, both players seem to fit very well with the 
Islanders' style. The cost, a first-rounder, conditional mid-rounder and a 
couple of AHL prospects, might be about what you'd expect to pay for a 
rental scorer in a normal season. Huge win for Lou Lamoriello, and 
adding Braydon Coburn for blue line depth is the cherry on top. 

5. Washington Capitals: B 

They were involved in the biggest move of the day, but it'll take a bit of 
time to decipher how they really did here. Jakub Vrana had good scoring 
rates, but wasn't earning any more ice time under Peter Laviolette and 
was due for a big raise this off-season. In Mantha, at least, they have a 
goal scorer signed with term who likely will get more usage. The move 
comes with a bit of risk in that Vrana could still pop, but Mantha also 
should produce better numbers in Washington than he did in Detroit. 
What brings their grade down a bit, though, is that the Caps did not bring 
in the goalie to address their greatest need, and will enter the playoffs 
with two netminders who've never played a post-season game. 

6. Carolina Hurricanes: C 

Neutral deadline for the Canes, who are pretty well set up everywhere in 
the lineup. Knowing Tampa Bay will be getting Nikita Kucherov back, 
while also picking up David Savard, keeps the Canes behind them for 
now, but the team has been taking natural steps forward and they didn't 
have to force an all-in move yet. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins: B- 

They said they wanted a big physical forward and they got one in Jeff 
Carter, though how much he's got left in the tank to add to their playoff 
push remains to be seen. The risk is in Carter retiring after the season 
and costing the Pens some recapture penalty, but we'll cross that bridge 
when we get to it. The Penguins added veteran presence to their team 
without giving up much of consequence, and they maintain flexibility to 
move in a different direction if Ron Hextall so chooses in the coming 
months. 

8. Tampa Bay Lightning: A 

Have to give a strong grade to the Lightning, who found a way to add 
probably the top defencemen who was traded at the deadline. It cost 
Tampa another first-rounder to get David Savard, but that price hardly 
matters when you're chasing back-to-back Cups. There are no real 
weaknesses on this team so putting Savard in the top four and adding 
Fredrik Claesson for depth is a real win. 

9. Winnipeg Jets: C- 

Hard to grade the Jets here because they had a clear need to add to the 
defence, were believed to be exploring a big trade or two to address the 
position, and ended up with only Jordie Benn. That's less impact than 
what the capped-out Oilers did. But at the same time, would the Jets 
have been graded higher if they paid too much for a rental? They're a 
conservative team that just didn't find the right fit in this trade market, but 
still, there's a great opportunity to advance to the final four and it'd have 
been nice to see them take a bigger cut. 

10. Minnesota Wild: C 

Neutral deadline for the Wild, but remember that this is a team arriving as 
a bit of a force in the playoff race ahead of schedule. The best days are 
ahead for this changing core and buying days will be ahead. If it didn't 
make sense to push in chips yet, we won't penalize the Wild much for 
staying the course. 

11. Edmonton Oilers: C+ 

Ken Holland kept saying he wasn't going to do much because Edmonton 
had so little cap space, so it's no surprise they were mostly on the 
sidelines. Dmitry Kulikov for a conditional fourth in 2022 is a very 
reasonable price for depth and experience on the blue line, and it keeps 
the Oilers from pushing any chips in yet. 

12. Florida Panthers: B 

GM Bill Zito didn't take the huge cut we were all looking for, but there's 
no question he positioned his club to be playoff-ready. Picking up rental 
offensive defenceman Brandon Montour was the best they could do to 
patch Aaron Ekblad's loss, and the move to bring in Sam Bennett was 
done clearly to make them harder to play against, and add someone with 
a proven playoff track record. Bennett's acquisition especially may have 
been rather expensive (second-rounder, prospect Emil Heineman) for 
someone who struggles to produce in the regular season, but he was 
targeted for a very specific reason. If the Panthers win a round or two 
and Bennett is a factor, the price won't matter much for a team that hasn't 
claimed a series win since 1996. 

13. Nashville Predators: C- 

From buyers to sellers, the Preds stayed the course to try and get to the 
playoffs. Instead of trading anything away, they acquired veteran depth in 
Erik Gudbranson, who likely won't move the needle much. The Preds 
didn't have to do anything, but now do face the prospect of losing Mikael 
Granlund and/or Erik Haula for nothing in the off-season. The PReds sort 
of got caught in between and ended up not doing much inspiring. 

14. St. Louis Blues: C+ 

We'll give the Blues an added "plus" for standing pat at the deadline 
because it could have been easier to sell at least Mike Hoffman for a 
pick, but there's something to be said for pushing on through uncertainty. 
A surge just before the deadline turned them from possible buyer into a 
team that will instead watch this play out. And if the Blues get hot down 
the stretch, they could turn back into the team we expected them to be. 

15. New York Rangers: C 

Was never shaping up to be an active day for the Rangers, so no 
surprise they stood pat. Getting a fourth-rounder for Brendan Lemieux, 
who was no longer fitting their long-term outlook, added a ninth pick to 
their 2021 draft. 

16. Boston Bruins: A 

Whether or not you believe in the Bruins this season, the fact is they're a 
likely playoff team and even have a shot to move up from their current 
fourth place in the East Division. They were able to get the upside of 
Taylor Hall without moving a first-round pick, plus depth defenceman 
Mike Reilly for a third-rounder in 2022. Hall is the big get and the Bruins 
didn't have to move a key asset. If all goes well, they may sign him to an 
extension as well. Each of the East's playoff teams made significant 
moves. 

17. Dallas Stars: C 

Facing a tough schedule all season, the Stars have done well to stay in 
the race and still have a shot at the post-season. GM Jim Nill stayed 
quiet at the deadline, which was its own form of rewarding the team for 
its efforts. Instead of recouping assets for any pending UFAs, the Stars 
are pushing ahead, though it will get harder now given the post-deadline 
news that Ben Bishop and Alexander Radulov are out for the season. 

18. Chicago Blackhawks: B- 
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For a team in Chicago's situation, they seemed to do rather well around 
the deadline. Using some of their extra cap space, they were able to get 
some interesting pieces from the Panthers, notably 23-year-old Henrik 
Borgstrom, who returned to Finland this season. In Adam Gaudette, they 
took on an upgrade to Matthew Highmore and will give him a shot in the 
lineup soon, and by sending Madison Bowey to Vancouver, the Hawks 
moved up a round in the draft. They moved the pieces they needed to 
and are left with 15 picks over the next two drafts. 

19. Montreal Canadiens: B 

Their biggest deals had already been made, so trade deadline season 
was all about getting depth and veterans. Eric Staal for forward depth? 
Thank you very much. Jon Merrill and Erik Gustafsson for different skill 
sets on both sides of the puck adding to the blue line? That works. The 
Habs still have their first-round pick for the next few years, plus 11 picks 
in this summer's draft. 

20. Calgary Flames: B 

Sam Bennett's past trade request was granted and, frankly, getting a 
second-rounder plus promising prospect Emil Heineman back for him is a 
nice get for Brad Treliving. Bennett will be an RFA in the off-season, had 
trouble fitting in anywhere consistently with the Flames, and was part of 
the group that needs to be replaced. They also sent off pending UFA 
David Rittich to Toronto and were able to get a third-rounder out of it to 
retain salary. Bigger, more consequential moves are to come, but as the 
Flames re-tool they did well with the depth pieces they gave up. 

21. Philadelphia Flyers: C+ 

Philadelphia deserves credit for not overreacting to a tough season and 
betting that things like Carter Hart's mid-season collapse is a temporary 
setback. More lasting changes could still be in the cards this off-season 
though. But GM Chuck Fletcher re-signed Scott Laughton at a 
reasonable $3 million cap hit rather than move him and still added some 
picks by moving out depth defenceman Erik Gustafsson and depth 
forward Michael Raffl. 

22. Arizona Coyotes: C- 

It's honestly hard grading the Coyotes, who were one of the few teams 
that stayed quiet at the deadline. The position in the playoff race made 
them a bubble team, but it's hard to see them earning a good grade given 
all the expiring contracts they have, combined with a need to re-stock the 
cupboards with prospects and picks. They were very neutral, which 
leaves behind a ton of questions about what's next. 

23. San Jose Sharks: B+ 

Wasn't a day that would knock your socks off, but GM Doug Wilson was 
active and did some tidy business. First, he was able to offload struggling 
Devan Dubnyk for a pick and also picked up fourth- and fifth-round picks 
as the third team taking on salary in other deals. Without much to sell in 
the way of rentals, Wilson was still able to get his re-tooling team a few 
picks, plus the addition of 26-year-old Alex Barabanov brings a little 
upside and another player worth taking a look at. 

24. Anaheim Ducks: C 

The Ducks were a potential wild card team on deadline day, with rumours 
around pending UFA Ryan Getzlaf and the potential for Rickard Rakell or 
Josh Manson to go. It ended up being much quieter, and GM Bob Murray 
didn't have to do much. He did move a late pick and Jani Hakanpaa for a 
younger defenceman (Haydn Fleury) and moved rental Ben Hutton for a 
fifth-rounder. Nothing major that will move the needle, but a younger 
player and a draft pick at the deadline is just fine for the rebuilding Ducks. 

25. Los Angeles Kings: B 

Rather than trade Alex Iafallo the Kings were able to sign him to an 
extension as they strive to return to the playoffs before too long. It was a 
shock, though, to see Jeff Carter get traded for conditional draft picks in 
2022 and 2023. It was a subtle pick up for the still-rebuilding team, 

knowing that Carter has one year left on his deal and could be nearing 
retirement. 

Home of the Canucks 

26. Detroit Red Wings: A+ 

The Wings were one of the biggest winners of the deadline as Steve 
Yzerman worked his magic again. Depth defencemen Jon Merrill and 
Patrik Nemeth were sold off for late picks and Yzerman picked up a 
fourth-rounder as a go-between team to absorb cap hit in the David 
Savard deal between Columbus and Tampa Bay. But his biggest and 
most shocking move of all was sending Anthony Mantha to Washington 
for Jakub Vrana, Richard Panik (for the contract), and first- and second-
round picks. In Vrana, the Wings get a slightly younger player with a 
comparable 5-on-5 scoring rate who can be part of the rebuild forward, or 
even flipped for more futures. 

27. Vancouver Canucks: C 

It was always going to be a tough deadline for the Canucks, but they 
were a bit more active than expected. The Adam Gaudette trade ended 
the time for a player who didn't take a step up this season, but in 
Matthew Highmore it might be a lateral move at best. Jordie Benn 
brought back a late-round pick, though they had to move back a round in 
a trade with Chicago in order to pick up defenceman Madison Bowey, 
who will presumably be used as expansion draft fodder. 

28. Columbus Blue Jackets: A+ 

Considering their situation, the Blue Jackets made out pretty well at the 
deadline. In a year where first-rounders were tougher to get and give out, 
Columbus was able to get a couple of them for rentals David Savard and 
Nick Foligno. The Jackets now have three first-rounders in the 2021 draft 
and a pretty good shot at re-signing Foligno back in the off-season. They 
were also able to send injured Riley Nash to Toronto for a conditional 
seventh-round pick and don't have to pay his salary the rest of the way. 

29. Buffalo Sabres: C- 

GM Kevyn Adams took a lot of initial heat for not getting a first-rounder 
back in the Taylor Hall trade, but a no-movement clause gave Hall a lot 
of control over the situation. Of course, Adams agreed to give Hall that 
clause in the first place. Adams was able to get a third-rounder back for 
rental Brandon Montour, which was one of the better returns for an 
expiring defence contract. Wasn't a banner day for the Sabres, but one of 
their best moves could be something they didn't do. Keeping Linus 
Ullmark to move forward with in goal would be much better than the mid-
round pick they likely would have gotten, but if they end up no extending 
him Buffalo's deadline will start looking worse in hindsight. 

30. Ottawa Senators: B- 

It was all about getting draft picks and the Sens did OK in that regard, 
moving out three veteran blue liners with the most notable return being a 
third-rounder. Importantly, that opened up ice time and opportunity for 
some younger players, and Jacob Bernard-Docker got his debut on 
Wednesday. Victor Mete, a nice waiver pick up, and Erik Brannstrom will 
have more room to work now, too, as the Sens commit to their youth the 
rest of this season. Would have been nice to also flip the two remaining 
UFA forwards they have for picks, but at some point you need NHLers in 
the lineup still, right? 

31. New Jersey Devils: B- 

It was a good thing they were able to get a first-round pick back for 
shipping out rentals, but they had to move both Travis Zajac and Kyle 
Palmieri to do it. Given they were likely to lose both anyway, the return is 
all that mattered and they weren't going to get anything better by splitting 
them up. Jonas Seigenthaler adds a 23-year-old blueliner to give a 
chance to after he was able to crack Washington's deep top six, and they 
got an OK return on Dmitry Kulikov, too. 
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Leafs' Campbell must stay even-keeled amid heavier workload 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

As Jack Campbell looks to establish himself as a starter in the NHL, the 
29-year-old must learn to ride the ups and downs associated with a 
heavier workload.  

"He's too hard on himself, to be honest," said winger Zach Hyman. "I try 
to tell him that, but that's just who he is. He's always expecting the best 
out of himself and putting lots of pressure on himself to be the best that 
he can be." 

Campbell called himself out in Montreal on Monday night saying he was 
"pretty embarrassed" after allowing three goals on 24 shots. It was his 
first loss of the season after he set a new NHL record with 11 straight 
wins to open the campaign. 

"He expects a lot from himself, which isn’t a bad trait," said defenceman 
Justin Holl. "But we were talking to him in the locker room after and we 
have a lot better to give him as well. It's a team effort every game and 
we're looking to get back on the right track." 

Campbell still owns a .930 save percentage this season, but his numbers 
are starting to come back to earth. He has an .891 save percentage in 
his past four starts. 

"The reason why he was getting the attention he was with setting the 
record and the run that he was on was because it's not normal," noted 
coach Sheldon Keefe. "That's not how it goes. You got to be able to deal 
with these situations. It's all part of the process and I really don't think it's 
an issue. We've come to know Jack accepts the blame and puts things 
on himself, but part of him playing more is he's got to be even keel and 
brush things off and I certainly believe that he will and that he has." 

Campbell always seems to bring his best against fellow Michigan native 
Connor Hellebuyck, who is the projected starter for Winnipeg tonight.  

"He's a great friend," Campbell said following a shootout win over the 
Jets on April 2. "When I was struggling early in my career, he was always 
right there and texting me and coaching me a little bit back in the early 
days. He's always been there, so I appreciate his friendship so much. It's 
fun to be competitors and battle now. Any time I play him I know I’ve got 
to be on my game if we want to have a chance." 

"He definitely brings his 'A' game every time I see him," Hellebuyck noted 
on April 2. "He's such a great guy on and off the ice and, you know, [it's] 
a good rivalry. I'm excited to see the success he's having." 

Hellebuyck is aiming to snap a three-game winless streak against 
Toronto (0-1-2). 

Campbell looks to bounce back after his first loss of the season 

After setting an NHL record by winning his first 11 starts of the year, Jack 
Campbell said he was "embarrassed" by his effort against the Montreal 
Canadiens in his first loss of the year. Campbell looks to get back on 
track as he gets the nod against the Jets. Ahead of the game, head 
coach Sheldon Keefe spoke to the need for Campbell to be "even-
keeled" as he starts more games. 

Frederik Andersen has started skating again as he works his way back 
from a lower-body injury.  

"It was awesome to see him on the ice," Hyman said. "He's a massive, 
massive part of our team and ... he's such a good guy to be around. To 

see him back in his element, back on the ice, is extremely encouraging 
for us. He's a good friend and I love having him back in the fold." 

Sidelined since March 19, Andersen worked with goalie coach Steve 
Briere ahead of team's main session Thursday. Keefe said Andersen has 
actually skated multiple times in recent days. 

"I don't think he's close at this point to actually playing," Keefe added. 
"This is all part of the process. My understanding is he's going to come 
on the road with us, so that is very, very encouraging. It's good to have 
him back out there in his gear." 

After tonight's game, the Leafs are scheduled to play twice in Vancouver 
and then three times in Winnipeg before returning home.  

"He said he’s been feeling better and better,” said Holl. "I'm just hoping 
that he can get healthy. We're definitely going to need him." 

Frederik Andersen hasn't started a game since March 19th, and hadn't 
even been skating until recently. Thursday was the first time he had been 
seen on the ice, although Sheldon Keefe was quick to point out he had 
already begun skating and will travel with the Leafs on their upcoming 
road trip. Zach Hyman and Justin Holl spoke about Andersen's return 
and what it's like to have him back in the fold. 

Auston Matthews will miss tonight's game. The 23-year-old centre briefly 
tested out an injury on Thursday, but left the ice before the Leafs skate 
started.  

The NHL's leading goal scorer (32) appeared to get hurt when Flames 
defenceman Michael Stone hit him late in the second period of Tuesday's 
game. Keefe was asked if the issue is similar to the hand/wrist injury that 
kept Matthews out of three games earlier this season.  

"It's similar, but not the same," said Keefe. "We're not expecting it to be 
something that's going to hold him out for long." 

John Tavares moved up to the top line, skating between Alex 
Galchenyuk and Mitch Marner.  Alex Kerfoot is now the No. 2 centre. He 
skated between Hyman and Ilya Mikheyev.  

"We have a lot of depth on our team," said Hyman. "It's just an 
opportunity for somebody to step up. It will be by committee, because 
nobody can fill Auston's role, obviously. Big task for us against a great 
opponent that's chasing us." 

Adam Brooks will draw in and play his second game of the season with 
the Leafs. When Matthews missed his first game on Jan. 22, Brooks 
scored his first career NHL goal.  

"It's exciting for him being a Winnipeg kid," Holl said. "I'm sure he's 
looking to build on his last performance and hopefully find his second 
career goal." 

'An opportunity for someone to step up': Matthews out against the Jets 

Auston Matthews took to the ice ahead of the Maple Leafs game against 
the Jets but quickly left before practice began. Head coach Sheldon 
Keefe says he's day-to-day with a "similar" injury to one he suffered 
earlier in the year. Zach Hyman spoke about the need for someone to 
step up in their leading scorers absence, while Justin Holl is excited for 
"Winnipeg kid" Adam Brooks to get a shot against his hometown team. 

Matthews leads the Leafs in power-play goals this season with nine. 
Galchenyuk took Matthews' spot on the top unit at the morning skate.  

Toronto is just one for 38 on the power play over the past 16 games. The 
Leafs have also surrendered three shorthanded goals in that stretch.  

"We haven't seemed to be able to get some traction to feel good about 
ourselves consistently," said Tavares after the Leafs failed to convert on 
a double minor opportunity in the third period against the Flames on 
Tuesday.  

"We're getting some looks and creating some opportunities, but at times 
we're not as in sync as we'd like to be. We're working at it. We're trying to 
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be as best prepared as we can. We know the opportunities are only 
going to be one or two a night, which is how it gets down the stretch and 
into the playoffs ... Hopefully we can get a break or two. We had one just 
bounce off the post. We had some good shots in the middle of the ice 
and then there's opportunities where we want to keep the puck and find a 
way to be a little crisper and be able to put the opponent on their heels." 

Toronto went 0-for-8 in their past two games against Winnipeg, including 
missing out on a full two-minute power play in overtime on April 2.  

The Leafs have won all three previous games without Matthews this 
season with all three coming against the Oilers. However, this is the first 
time they will be forced to play without both Matthews and William 
Nylander, who is still on the NHL COVID list.  

"He's awaiting one more negative test," said Keefe. "If he remains 
negative then he'll be able to join our team tomorrow." 

Nylander has been in isolation since April 7 after coming into close 
contact with someone who was potentially positive for COVID.  

There is no set timeline for Nylander's return to game action.  

"I spoke with him last night just to see where he's at," said Keefe. "He's 
feeling good and he's been able to get a little activity in ... with the bike 
and some weights. We'll see how he is when he gets on the ice and see 
how he feels. Ultimately it will be up to Will and how he's feeling and we'll 
make the decision from there. I'm not locked into anything." 

While the Maple Leafs will be without Auston Matthews when they take 
on the Jets, they did receive some positive news about William Nylander. 
Head coach Sheldon Keefe says that Nylander is awaiting one more 
negative COVID test and could rejoin the Leafs as early as Friday. 
Nylander last played on April 5 against the Flames. 

Jason Spezza returns to the lineup after missing Tuesday's game due to 
what Keefe called "wear and tear." Scott Sabourin will be the odd man 
out up front.  

Logan Stanley stayed out late at the optional Jets skate and will likely be 
a scratch tonight. Ville Heinola is projected to draw in.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Matthews out; Brooks, Robertson in vs Jets 

With the news that Auston Matthews is day-to-day and will miss 
Thursday's game against the Jets, Sheldon Keefe had to put all of his 
lines into the blender ahead of a match up between two of the top teams 
in the North Division. Mark Masters details just how the Maple Leafs 
lineup will shake out with Matthews shelved. 
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Matthews out as Maple Leafs face Jets 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Auston Matthews is back on the injured list.  

The Maple Leafs’ centre will sit out Thursday’s game against Winnipeg 
with an undisclosed injury. 

Coach Sheldon Keefe described Matthews as “day-to-day” and said the 
team doesn’t expect the issue to be a long-term problem. Matthews did 
make a brief appearance at the Leafs’ morning skate to "test something 
out" according to Keefe, but departed before the session began. 

Matthews had previously missed three games this season with a 
hand/wrist injury, but Keefe said it’s a “similar, but not the same” issue 

sidelining him now. Despite those absences, Matthews still leads the 
NHL with 32 goals in 40 games. 

The Leafs have managed also to have success without him this season, 
going 3-0-0 when Matthews isn't dressed, so there's plenty of confidence 
in Toronto that they can get by again.  

“We have a lot of depth on our team,” said winger Zach Hyman. “It's just 
an opportunity for somebody to step up and fill a big role, obviously. It’ll 
be by committee because nobody can fill Auston's role [completely]. So, 
it's a big task for us against a great opponent that's chasing us and we'll 
be ready.” 

Matthews’ absence does further strain the Leafs’ thinning offensive 
corps. Thursday will be the fifth game Toronto’s played without winger 
William Nylander, who remains in the NHL’s COVID protocols after 
coming in close contact with a potentially positive case of the virus last 
Wednesday. 

Keefe said Toronto is waiting for one more negative test from Nylander 
before he’s eligible to rejoin the group on Friday.  

But before that, the Leafs have to tangle with Winnipeg. The Jets, playing 
on the second half of a back-to-back, are highly motivated to start closing 
the five-point gap between them and the Leafs for top spot in the North 
Division. 

Keefe reshuffled his lineup at Thursday’s morning skate. John Tavares 
will now centre the top line between Alex Galchenyuk and Mitch Marner, 
Alex Kerfoot moves to the second line with Zach Hyman and Ilya 
Mikheyev, and Pierre Engvall will be flanked by Joe Thornton and Wayne 
Simmonds on the third line. 

Adam Brooks, in his second game of the season for Toronto, will centre 
Jason Spezza and Nick Robertson on the fourth line. Galchenyuk will 
also take over Matthews’ spot on Toronto’s top power-play unit. 

The Leafs have been the NHL’s worst team on the power play since 
March 11, going 1-for-38 (2.6 per cent), and they were 0-for-4 with the 
extra man through two straight losses heading into Thursday night. 

Now add losing Matthews (who leads the Leafs with nine power-play 
goals) into the mix and it’ll be a tall order for Toronto to get past the Jets. 

“These games are going to be very important; they're going to be 
massive for final regular-season standings and how it all shakes out in 
the playoffs,” said defenceman Justin Holl. "It’s really coming down to the 
wire and I don't think I've ever seen anything like this before, but we got 
to be ready to go.” 

Incredibly, Toronto could have been shorthanded even further for 
Thursday’s game. On Wednesday afternoon, Robertson was listed 
among the Leafs’ players unavailable due to the NHL’s COVID protocols. 
That was related to a positive test discovered within the Toronto Marlies 
organization on Wednesday, which forced the AHL team to shutter 
operations for at least the next week. 

Robertson had been with the Marlies prior to being recalled by Toronto 
for Monday’s game, so he was also put into the protocols as a 
precautionary measure. The 19-year-old winger was removed after 
returning a negative test and was allowed to join the Leafs for their 
morning skate. 

That was one of two positive developments on the day for Toronto. The 
other was injured goaltender Frederik Andersen getting back on the ice. 

He’s been absent since re-aggravating a lower-body injury on March 19, 
and Toronto has been patient with his recovery. There’s reason now to 
think he’s started to turn a corner. 

“The fact that he's back out here again today after skating previously is a 
good sign of making progress,” said Keefe. “I don't think he's close at this 
point to actually playing, but this is all part of the process. My 
understanding is he's going to come on the road with us, so that's very 
encouraging. It's really good to have him back out there.” 
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McDavid and Matthews pulling away from the pack 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

What happens when you put the league’s two biggest offensive 
gamebreakers in a restricted division ripe with poor defensive teams? 

We have found out this season. One of the perks of the North Division – 
the seven-team Canadian grouping brought forth by COVID-19 border 
restrictions – is we have been able to watch Edmonton’s Connor 
McDavid and Toronto’s Auston Matthews filleting poor defences on a 
nightly basis. The beauty of a compressed, every-other-night sort of 
schedule means the league’s two biggest box office draws are always 
front and centre. 

Something about this season has felt unique, though. In Edmonton, 
McDavid – and his running mate, former Hart Trophy winner Leon 
Draisaitl – have handled the lion’s share of the scoring burden for the 
Oilers. 

The splits are quite incredible. As a starting point, consider that McDavid 
has been on the ice for a whopping 65 per cent of the team’s goals 
despite playing just 37 per cent of the minutes. That is an extraordinary 
differential, though it may say just as much about the team’s depth as it 
does about McDavid’s dominance. 

Then turn to Toronto. Auston Matthews has 32 goals in 40 games. It’s 
almost an injustice that we can’t see how this season could play out over 
an 82-game stretch – his current prorated pace (65 goals per 82 games) 
is almost impossible to fathom, and would put him in Alexander Ovechkin 
2007-08 territory. (Note: the 2007-09 seasons were ripe with power-play 
opportunities, which helped drive that total, but Ovechkin’s 43 even-
strength goals alone that year were remarkable.) 

The other thing that’s noticeable about McDavid and Matthews this 
season is the amount of daylight between them and their peers. 

Let’s start with Matthews and his stranglehold on the goal-scoring lead. 
Right now, second place is owned by Mikko Rantanen of Colorado (26 
goals). If we look at the top scorer by year and compare them on a 
percentage basis to the next four best goal scorers, we can see how 
much separation Matthews has created in such a small amount of time: 

The goal-scoring race is usually much closer than it is this season. 
Matthews being up seven goals on second place already is significant. 
There really is only one other season that has looked similar to Matthews 
in 2020-21, and that’s the 2011-12 season. 

Let’s compare those head-to-head for a moment: 

Steven Stamkos won the goal-scoring race running away that season – 
his age-22 season still holds up as his best ever on the offensive end, 
and the most remarkable part is that 48 of those goals came at even 
strength. In many ways it gives you a frame of reference of what the 
2020-21 season could have looked like over 82 games, assuming 
performance sustained itself and players stayed healthy. 

Now consider McDavid – you see him third on the league’s goal-scoring 
leaderboard, no small feat considering the competition. He’s also racking 
up assists like it’s going out of style, a natural byproduct of being the 
world’s best playmaker. 

Let’s look at how much daylight McDavid has created against his peers, 
this time focusing on points: 

Again, there are pretty considerable gaps here, though you’ll notice that 
there is some degree of compression between first and second place in 
scoring this season. But second place is his own teammate (and regular 
linemate) Draisaitl, an elite finisher in his own right, but a player who also 
benefits from playing on McDavid’s hip every night. More to the point: 
There really isn’t a scoring race this season outside of the city of 
Edmonton. 

So, which season looks similar? The 2015-16 season is our best bet. 
Let’s look at those head-to-head: 

Patrick Kane’s 2015-16 season was a legendary one, with the 
Blackhawks winger ending the year as the league’s top scorer and most 
valuable player. The Blackhawks ultimately failed in their quest to defend 
the Stanley Cup they won in the year prior, but it wasn’t for a lack of effort 
on Kane’s part. 

Kane demolished the competition in the scoring race, and in many ways 
it’s hard to imagine that players like Draisaitl or Matthews wouldn’t be 
able to tighten the gap up on McDavid this season a little bit with more 
runway. 

But Kane also had significantly more help that season than McDavid has 
this year. Recall my earlier point about McDavid being on ice for 65 per 
cent of the Oilers goals this year? For Kane, it was 54 per cent in 2015-
16. 

I don’t need to tell you that McDavid and Matthews are the two best 
offensive players in the world. You already know that. But the gap 
between them and the rest of the field, broadly speaking, seems 
significant right now. And it’s not for a lack of talent behind them. 
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Team Canada will have two trailblazers behind the bench at women’s 
worlds 

 

By Meaghen Johnson 

 

When Canada’s women’s hockey team hits the ice next month at the 
2021 IIHF Women’s World Championship, the team will be helped by two 
trailblazing women behind the bench: Vicky Sunohara, a pioneer in 
women’s hockey, and Kori Cheverie, who broke barriers in U Sports. 

Sunohara and Cheverie are part of Canada’s staff as assistant coaches 
for the upcoming women’s worlds. They’ll be working alongside head 
coach Troy Ryan with the goal of helping Canada win its first world 
championship gold medal since 2012. 

“I’m really excited with where we’re at with the program right now,” 
Cheverie told TSN. “Any time you pull a Team Canada jersey on the 
expectation and goal is to win gold, and that’s what we’ve got our eyes 
set on right now.” 

“It’s a new year, a new team, it’s a new staff, and this team is going to be 
prepared, and confident I’m sure, going into the world championship,” 
said Sunohara. 

The tournament, which takes place in Halifax and Truro, N.S., will kick off 
on May 6. Canada faces Finland in the team’s opener, which can be 
seen live on TSN. 

Sunohara is a former player with the national team and a legend within 
the game. She played 164 games with Canada and tallied 56 goals and 
119 points, ninth-most in the program’s history. She is a three-time 
Olympic medallist, including two golds, and won seven world titles. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 16, 2021 

 

After retiring in 2007, Sunohara shifted her focus to coaching. The native 
of Scarborough, Ont. has been the bench boss of the University of 
Toronto’s women’s hockey team since 2011 and was named U Sports 
coach of the year in 2020. 

Sunohara had participated in a few under-18 camps with Canada, but 
she got back in the fold with the senior team when Gina Kingsbury, the 
director of the Canadian women’s national team and a former teammate 
of Sunohara, invited her to a “mini-camp” in Toronto last year.  

“The opportunity to be around those athletes was very exciting for me,” 
said Sunohara. “Actually being on the ice with the coaching staff, with 
Kori and Troy – it was just such a great environment and brought back so 
many memories as a player. So, when Gina asked me in the summer to 
carry on and possibly coach at the world championship, it was really a 
no-brainer for me.” 

“Vicky brings a tremendous amount of passion for winning, an 
understanding of what it takes to win, an understanding of what it takes 
to bring a team together,” Kingsbury said. 

“I had the opportunity to learn from so many great players and so many 
great coaches,” added Sunohara. “I really try to pass that information, 
those experiences, to all of the athletes that I coach. Being able to do 
that and share my experiences now with the national team is something 
that’s such a privilege to do. I’m very excited for the opportunity.” 

Cheverie had been an assistant coach with Canada’s under-18 team, 
winning gold at the 2019 IIHF U18 Women’s World Championship. Like 
Sunohara, Cheverie was invited to last year’s camp in Toronto with the 
senior team. 

“Working with the coaches at the national team level was great, and 
that’s where I got my foot in the door with the senior program,” said 
Cheverie. “I guess I did a good job and they wanted me back, so that’s 
kind of where it all started.” 

Before coaching, Cheverie played for six seasons with the Toronto Furies 
in the CWHL, winning the Clarkson Cup in 2014. 

“I think near the end of my career I started to see myself as a little bit 
more of a mentor to the younger players coming into the league,” said 
Cheverie. “So, I thought that coaching would be the next natural 
progression to stay involved in the game. I thought that I kind of knew 
everything about the game, but I really had to become a student, put on 
my coaching hat, and change gears a little bit.” 

Cheverie joined Ryerson as a skate-training specialist for the Rams 
hockey teams. She then made history when she was named an assistant 
coach of the men’s team, becoming the first woman to be named a full-
time coach of a men’s hockey program in U Sports. 

“To be honest, I didn’t see much room on the women’s side while I was 
at Ryerson,” said Cheverie. “There were some great coaches there who 
were lined up for that position. I saw an opportunity on the men’s side 
and I didn’t think anything of it. I applied for the position. I knew who was 
going to be the head coach and it was a great opportunity for me to get 
my foot in the door, learn the coaching side of the game, and it just so 
happened to be on the men’s side.” 

Has Cheverie noticed any differences between coaching men and 
women? 

“I get asked this question all the time,” she said with a smile. “To be 
honest, I thought maybe at the beginning of my career I had to be a 
different way because I was coaching men, but I learned very quickly that 
I just like to approach my coaching style with an authentic lens. I just 
bring who I am to the rink every single day and I think that my 
relationships with the players really are built on that.” 

Both Cheverie and Sunohara noted that a major part of their approach to 
coaching involves connecting on a personal level with the players. 

“I think my style is very interactive,” said Cheverie. “I love chatting with 
the players… It’s really a two-way street. I think that they’ve got to be 

comfortable with the system that we’re playing, and we’ve got to be 
comfortable with the system that we want to enforce as coaches, so 
really getting their buy-in and getting their feedback is such a big part of 
it.” 

“I really think getting to know the players, being genuine and finding ways 
to help motivate them and treating them as people first is something that 
I’ve learned and I 100 per cent believe in,” said Sunohara. “The passion 
that I have for the game and for each of the people involved is something 
that drives me. I want to get to know them. I want to help them as best as 
I can. I think the people side and getting the team together is really key in 
successful teams.” 

The pair have also formed a close working relationship with each other, 
although Sunohara, 50, couldn’t help noting the age difference with her 
33-year-old colleague. 

“She’s a lot younger than me,” Sunohara said with a smile, “But I’ve 
drawn a lot on her experiences, her knowledge of the game. I think our 
conversations have gone quite well. We’re both on the same page. We’re 
so passionate about helping this team, helping Canada be successful at 
this world championship. 

“It’s been awesome working with Kori. As soon as we realized that we 
were both on the coaching staff, we started calling each other, talking a 
lot of hockey, but getting to know each other.” 

“Vicky and I have a great relationship,” said Cheverie. “We talk on a daily 
basis. It’s kind of cool because I grew up watching Vicky and now I get to 
coach with her. I do lean on her for her experience as a player but also 
as a coach. I think we work really well with sharing ideas about the game 
and how we want to play.” 

Having two women on the coaching staff has not gone unnoticed by the 
Canadian players. 

“Having a female presence behind the bench, I think it says a lot,” 
captain Marie-Philip Poulin told TSN. “They’re so knowledgeable and 
having them with us has been amazing. Vicky’s been there for many 
years as a player. She’s a legend…. She’s done so much for women’s 
hockey and just having her behind the bench has been amazing. 

“[Kori] has such a great voice. She knows the game. She knows when to 
step up. She knows what to adjust right away in a game.” 

For Cheverie, a native of New Glasgow, N.S., the upcoming women’s 
worlds will also be a provincial homecoming. 

“To have it in my home province of Nova Scotia is just going to be so 
exciting with my family being able to watch, whether it’s in person or on 
TV. But having that support, feeling that energy of the Maritimes – I’m 
really looking forward to it,” she said. 

Sunohara offers a different perspective. She played in the inaugural 
tournament in 1990, with Canada taking home the first-ever gold medal 
at the women’s worlds. She will now be part of the 20th edition of the 
tournament, and she says there’s “no doubt” that the game has evolved. 

“I look back – and not to discredit any of the players that I played with in 
1990 because their hockey IQ was unbelievable – but it’s come so far,” 
she said. “I think with all of the kids playing today and the opportunities 
that they have, the access, the skill development and coaching – I think 
it’s really played a huge role. The speed and the physicality of the game 
has grown quite a bit since I played, and since 1990 for sure.” 

It's been nine years since Canada last won gold, the team’s longest-ever 
championship drought at the women’s worlds. Sunohara took home gold 
at seven of the eight world championships she played in, but she 
stressed that it was never easy. 

“Those games were always so close,” she said. “The semifinal games, 
often against Finland, were always so close. I think that the world 
championship has been like that since I retired in 2007… It was always 
difficult, always close and it still is. We just haven’t been on that winning 
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side for a few of those world championships, and we’re hoping to reframe 
that and get on the winning side this year in Halifax.” 
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USA TODAY / 'We're not ready to play': Canucks veteran says rushing 
back after COVID-19 outbreak is 'dangerous' 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

USA TODAY 

 

J.T. Miller was one of the few Vancouver Canucks to avoid being placed 
on the COVID-19 protocol list after a variant of the virus infected 25 
members of the organization in late March. Seven players remain on the 
NHL's COVID-19 protocol list.  

On Friday, Vancouver is expected to return to the ice against the 
Edmonton Oilers to start a 19-game stretch over 31 days. 

"I don't really feel ready at all, to be totally honest," Miller told reporters 
Wednesday.    

"It's dangerous to a lot of our players," he added.  

For all of the talk about prioritizing the health of players and their families, 
Miller said it's frustrating to see the NHL schedule the rest of the season 
in such a short time period. 

"Brutally honest, we're going to need more time to come back from this to 
play hockey. Even for the guys who didn't get (the coronavirus), we're not 
ready to play." 

The NHL's 56-game regular season was supposed to end May 11, but 
the North Division (the seven Canadian teams) will now end on May 16 
to accommodate the Canucks. The playoffs for the other three divisions 
could start beforehand, the league has said.  

The Canucks have not played since March 24. 

According to a spokesperson from the NHLPA, the medical groups from 
the league, team and NHLPA will meet to discuss the results of further 
medical screening that will mostly take place before the Canucks practice 
today. It is then that discussions around whether changes to the 
schedule will take place. ESPN reported there was a video conference 
with the NHLPA on Wednesday night 

Miller said he didn't want to speak for teammates who had been infected 
by the coronavirus, but he doesn't even expect his own hockey legs to be 
under him come Friday, especially with five games in seven days to start 
the grind.  

"It's kind of crazy," Miller said. "I know everyone has a job to do but to 
expect our entire team to be ready to play in one practice and a pre-
game skate is a little bit hard to comprehend." 

One player told ESPN he is still experiencing long-haul effects of the 
virus, such as brain fog. Miller is a nine-year veteran who previously 
skated for the New York Rangers and Tampa Bay Lightning.  

"My lungs are screaming and definitely not in game shape at all right 
now," the 28-year-old said.   

Troy Aikman 'couldn't be prouder' to see Deion at Jackson State 

WNBA draft: Texas star picked No. 1 overall by Dallas Wings 

Jimmie Johnson set for IndyCar debut after iconic NASCAR career 

MLS 2021 storylines: Alright, alright, alright, Austin FC arrives 

When asked for comment by USA TODAY Sports if Miller's statements 
made the league reconsider the schedule and Canucks' return to play 
plan, the NHL pointed to deputy commissioner Bill Daly's comments he 
made via email to The Hockey News.  

“By (Thursday), their ‘full team’ will be healthy and cleared,” NHL deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly told The Hockey News in an email. “So we don’t 
see any additional risks from a health/COVID standpoint. From a 
scheduling standpoint, their remaining schedule is challenging, but it’s 
certainly not unprecedented. Very similar compression to what a number 
of other teams have faced this year, and, quite frankly, what all teams 
face in Olympic years. 

"But most importantly, the team wants to finish its season. We aren’t 
twisting arms here. Everything, including resumption date and various 
other critical aspects of their remaining schedule, were done entirely 
collaboratively and with club input and consent.” 

Miller was asked about trying to make playoffs.  

"I hope people don't take this the wrong way, and when I go on the ice, I 
really want to win. At the end of the day, there's nothing better.  

"But this has nothing to do with hockey right now for our team. ... It's 
about the health and safety of our players and our players' families and 
their children. This isn't about making the playoffs." 
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