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Hurricanes forward Teuvo Teravainen returns to practice. Will he play soon?
By Chip Alexander
The long wait could soon be over for Teuvo Teravainen of
the Carolina Hurricanes.
The winger, who has been dealing with concussion
symptoms for almost two months, participated in a team
practice Friday at PNC Arena. While Teravainen has done
some skating on his own the past few weeks, he was able to
take part in all the drills and put in an entire practice session.
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said he was not sure when
Teravainen would be able to return to the lineup. His last
game was March 4 against the Detroit Red Wings.
“I’d love to be able to say it’s close but it’s up to him,”
Brind’Amour said on a media call. “He’s got to feel confident
in his ability to go out and play the way he can.
“The positive thing is he’s out there with us. That’s a lot
better than it was. That’s a good step in the right direction
and who knows. Whether it will be soon, I can’t tell you.”
Teravainen, the Canes’ second-leading scorer in the 201920 season, has played 13 of the 42 games in what has been
a challenging season for the Finnish forward. He missed
three games early this season while in the NHL COVID-19
protocol and in quarantine, returned to play nine games, then
took a big hit from Chicago defenseman Nikita Zadorov in
the Feb. 19 game against the Blackhawks at PNC Arena.
After sitting out seven games, Teravainen was back in the
lineup for the March 4 game against Detroit. But he has not
played since that night, missing the past 19 games.

Teravainen was not on either of the power-play units Friday
in practice. He took a few line rushes with center Sebastian
Aho and winger Andrei Svechnikov, although Jesper Fast
was the third member of the Aho line during most of the
practice.
Brind’Amour has said Teravainen could be a “wild card” for
the Canes, that having him come back in the lineup would be
like the team make a big trade addition.
“He’s a top-end forward that plays a 200-foot game,”
Brind’Amour said Thursday. “We’re missing him. He’s a huge
loss.”
Brind’Amour recently said that Teravainen appeared to be
“turning a corner” in his recovery. Asked Friday if going
through a team practice meant Teravainen had turned that
“corner,” Brind’Amour said, “I don’t want to jinx this, that’s for
sure, but it’s a good sign that he is actually with us, practicing
in a regular jersey or whatever and with no restrictions.”
The Canes (28-10-4) finish off a two-game set with the
Nashville Predators on Saturday at PNC Arena, closing out
their eight-game homestand.
Carolina Hurricanes vs Nashville Predators
When: Saturday, 7 p.m.
Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh.
TV: BSSO (Bally).
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Tweetmail: What is the Canes' Magic Number?
By Michael Smith

Let's get to it.

those guys in the offseason. I talked with Dougie's agent,
and we agreed to let him play hockey. We're in the same
boat there. We want Dougie. He's got a good fit here, and he
wants to be here. He's also going to be a UFA. We'll deal
with that at the end of the year, and we're hoping that we're
obviously able to keep him. Svech, we talked earlier and kind
of just put it on hold. At this point of the year, there's no
reason to get to it in April. That's another contract we'll get
done this summer."

What is the magic number for the Hurricanes to lock up a
playoff spot? - @RiskyBusinessLM

The same might be true for Rod Brind'Amour, but there
doesn't seem to be much concern with getting a deal signed.

Lucky number 13.

"We've talked. With the way the schedule has been, we kind
of don't want to talk about it every day. I think we have a
framework that's real close," Waddell said. "He's not a guy
who's worried about it getting done, and we're not worried
about it getting done. We all feel it's going to get done in
time. It's just a matter of when that time is."

Hello and welcome to Tweetmail presented by Segra. This is
a regular feature on Hurricanes.com in which I answer your
Twitter questions, which are mostly about the Carolina
Hurricanes, but sometimes also about travel or television or
life. It's a mailbag of tweets. It's Tweetmail. Maybe you learn
a little something, and maybe we have some fun, too.

Chicago, currently in fifth place, can obtain a maximum of 69
points (nice). In that case, since the Canes have 60 points
already, the magic number would be 10. But since there's
such a disparity in games played this season, we have to
look at Dallas, too. The Stars can obtain a maximum of 72
points, so the Canes' magic number is 13.
What do you think we need to see from the Canes in the next
couple of weeks in order for them to be a contender? @AddieCSmith
I think we've already seen it, right?
With their win on Thursday night, the Canes improved to 2810-4. The 60 points ties the franchise record for the most
points through the first 42 games of a season. You can
probably guess what that other season was. The Canes'
.714 points percentage is tied with Vegas for the secondhighest in the league behind only Colorado (.744).
I think 42 game is a large enough sample size - Eric Tulsky
can @ me if I'm off base here - to declare that the Canes are
indeed very good and a legitimate Stanley Cup contender.
One thing that would help, though? Getting Teuvo
Teravainen back in the lineup. If practice on Friday is any
indication, that's coming soon.
"I don't want to jinx it, that's for sure. It's a good sign that he's
actually with us and practicing with no restrictions," head
coach Rod Brind'Amour said after Teravainen's return to
practice on Friday. "It's definitely a positive sign."
When do you expect extensions for Dougie, Svech and the
coach to get finalized? - @lh8theriders
I wouldn't expect to hear much on new contracts for Dougie
Hamilton, a pending unrestricted free agent, and Andrei
Svechnikov, a restricted free agent, until after the season.
This is from my most recent chat with Canes President and
General Manager Don Waddell: "We'll deal with both of

Any word about realignment next season or is the plan to
use the divisions as established with the Seattle
announcement? - @gdizz79
The NHL will return to its Metropolitan, Atlantic, Central and
Pacific Division alignments for the 2021-22 season,
assuming, of course, that we've reached some sense of
normalcy again and there are no travel restrictions at the
border between the United States and Canada. The Seattle
Kraken will play in the Pacific Division, and the Arizona
Coyotes will move to the Central. The Canes will, of course,
be back in the Metro Division.
Though, if I'm being honest, I'll miss the realigned Central.
It's been a nice change of pace. Long live the Southeast
Division!
Are we ever going to get our outdoor game back? @B_Low_
Yes, it will be rescheduled for some point in the near future. I
would have to think a lot of the 2021-22 schedule is still to be
determined, and I'm sure the Winter Classic and Stadium
Series are a part of that puzzle that is still very much a work
in progress.
What is your favorite Haydn Fleury moment, and what are
you excited for him to do in Anaheim? - @leholmes52
My favorite moment of his has to be when he scored his first
NHL goal, which was, coincidentally, in Anaheim. It had been
a long time coming, and to see the puck finally go in (against
Ryan Miller, no less!) was a relief for him. It was a fun night,
and this was a fun story to pen. I look forward to him doing
this more in Anaheim, only this time for the Ducks.
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Preview: Predators vs. Hurricanes
Canes draw the curtain on their longest homestand of the
season
By Michael Smith
The Carolina Hurricanes close out their longest homestand
of the season by squaring off against the Nashville Predators
again.
The Match-Up
Nashville Predators (24-20-1, 49 points) vs. Carolina
Hurricanes (28-10-4, 60 points)
Saturday, April 17, 7 p.m.
Watch: Bally Sports South, FOX Sports GO
Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes
app

About Thursday Night
Vincent Trocheck and Andrei Svechnikov each recorded two
points (1g, 1a) and Petr Mrazek made 19 saves on 20 shots,
as the Canes defeated the Predators, 4-1, for the fifth time in
as many games this season.
"Not a great first period. Petr made some good saves, and it
was nice to get a lead," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said.
"We had a real good second. That looked more like how we
want to play. That was the difference in the game."
Numbers to Know
4-2-1: The Canes bring a 4-2-1 record into the finale of their
longest homestand of the season.
14: Svechnikov scored just 14 seconds into the second
period on Thursday, the fastest goal the Canes have scored
from the start of a period this season.

Central Division-leading Carolina hosts Nashville
Nashville Predators (24-20-1, fourth in the Central Division)
vs. Carolina Hurricanes (28-10-4, first in the Central Division)
Raleigh, North Carolina; Saturday, 7 p.m. EDT
FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -182, Predators
+150; over/under is 0
BOTTOM LINE: The Nashville Predators play the top team in
the Central Division, the Carolina Hurricanes.
The Hurricanes are 28-10-4 against the rest of their division.
Carolina is eighth in the league averaging 5.6 assists per
game, led by Dougie Hamilton with 0.7.
The Predators are 24-20-1 against the rest of their division.
Nashville averages 9.5 penalty minutes per game, the fifthmost in the league. Mathieu Olivier leads the team serving
68 total minutes.
The teams meet for the second straight game.

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes
with 18 goals and has 39 points. Vincent Trocheck has 12
points over the last 10 games for Carolina.
Calle Jarnkrok leads the Predators with 11 goals and has 20
points. Viktor Arvidsson has six goals over the last 10 games
for Nashville.
LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 6-3-1, averaging 2.9 goals,
five assists, 3.4 penalties and 6.8 penalty minutes while
giving up two goals per game with a .921 save percentage.
Predators: 7-3-0, averaging 2.9 goals, 4.5 assists, 3.8
penalties and 10.9 penalty minutes while allowing two goals
per game with a .933 save percentage.
INJURIES: Hurricanes: Teuvo Teravainen: out (concussion),
Brock McGinn: day to day (upper body).
Predators: Dante Fabbro: out (upper body), Mathieu Olivier:
out (lower body), Eeli Tolvanen: out (lower body).
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Skjei, Pesce post practice
Rod Brind’Amour, Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei spoke to the
media following the Hurricanes’ practice Friday.

good step in the right direction. Who knows whether it’ll be
soon. I can’t tell you.

By Andrew Schnittker and Ryan Henkel

Rod Brind’Amour, Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce spoke to the
media after practice, here’s a full breakdown of everything
they had to say:

On if top teams are underestimating a team like Detroit: I
don’t think anybody underestimates them. I think what
happens is I’ve been in that situation where you’re that team
that’s kind of got nothing to lose. You’re going to play hard.
It’s the NHL. You’ve got good players on your team. And so
it’s the combination of their team’s playing loose, and
sometimes when you’re supposed to win games, those are
the toughest ones to win. It’s just the way it is. But I don’t
think any team’s taking anybody lightly in this league. That
just doesn’t happen.

Rod Brind’Amour

Brett Pesce

On the challenges of this part of the season: It’s definitely
mentally grinding on the guys. There’s no doubt about it. So
you really have to guard against it. We give them lots of time
off in between games. Obviously we didn’t today, but it’s
trying to stay mentally sharp. That’s the toughest part, I think,
when you’re playing every day, asking the same things of the
guys every day to go out there and work, work, work and turn
around the next day and do it again. That’s what being a pro
is.

On Jani Hakanpaa playing with different partners: I don’t
know. It’s probably a better question for Rod or [Dean
Chynoweth]. But I think we kind of took some penalties at
weird times and stuff like that so things just got mixed up. I
really liked his game. I thought he was a physical presence
and that’s something this team was missing and he can
provide that.

Following the Hurricanes’ big win over Nashville Thursday
night, the team hit the ice for practice Friday afternoon,
where the big news was the return of Teuvo Teravainen,
who’s missed over a month with concussion symptoms, to a
full team practice.

On Teuvo Teravainen: I don’t want to jinx it. That’s a good
sign that he’s actually with us and practicing with no
restrictions. It’s definitely a positive sign.
On teammates like Brady Skjei helping Jani Hakanpaa: I
don’t how much that helps him or [Brady Skjei] helps him. I
think just in general, all the guys are going to help him. I think
maybe having a familiar face here helps more than a
defense partner, having [Sebastian Aho] here, someone he
certainly has a little bit of a relationship with in the past. I
think that’ll help him just be comfortable. The more you’re
comfortable in your surroundings, the more you’re going to
pick up stuff. He’s going to work with [Dean Chynoweth], he
has every day. We’ll keep hammering that home, and hope
at some point it becomes second nature like it did with the
other guys.
On the importance of getting a win Saturday before heading
out on the road: It’s always important. Every game’s the
same importance. We’re going on the road, it’s tough. Those
are some tough games, but they’re all tough. I don’t know
how you decide which one’s tougher. We want to win every
game, and we’re definitely going to try to.
On how close Teravainen is to playing a game: I just don’t
know. I’d love to be able to say he’s close. It’s up to him.
He’s got to feel confident in his abilities to go out and play
the way he can. I think the positive thing is he’s out there
with us. That’s a lot better than it was. So I think that’s a

On what a healthy Teuvo Teravainen can bring to the team:
Just another level to our team. He’s truly an elite player. He’s
a world-class player and obviously having a player like that
come back into our lineup is going to make us better.
Brady Skjei
On pointers for Jani Hakanpaa: He sits right by me in the
locker room so we were communicating last night.
Throughout today, we were talking about some faceoff plays
before I got in here. I try to help him out as much as I can.
When I got traded here the one thing I really focused on was
playing aggressive. That’s the way we want to play so try not
second guessing yourself and I thought he did great last
night of playing that way.
On if there was any aspects of the game still to clean up:
There’s always little things. Overall I thought it was a really
solid effort. We had a few chances in the first period that Petr
bailed us out on with some big saves. There’s a few things
that I think we can get better at, but overall that was a pretty
good effort by us.
On Teuvo Teravainen: He’s a big part of this team. I think we
all know that. He’s got elite skill. He’s a guy that can play at
both ends of the ice for us. We’re definitely excited to get him
back hopefully here in the near future.
On what the most challenging things are for this part of the
season: I think we’re trying to stay focused on today and the
day ahead. We’re not looking too far ahead. Obviously
keeping your body healthy and staying in good shape is a big
part. Right now we have a lot of games in a short number of
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days so we’ll be focused on that and trying to get better each
day.

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Nashville Predators: Game Preview
The Hurricanes look to remain undefeated against Nashville.

Category

Hurricanes

Predators

Carolina Hurricanes (28-10-4) vs. Nashville Predators (2420-1)

Power Play % (Rank)

28.4% (1st)

19.2% (21st)

2021 Regular Season Game 43
Saturday, April 16, 2021 - 7 p.m. ET
PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC

Penalty Kill % (Rank)

83.8% (5th)

74.5% (28th)

ES Corsi For %

53.88%

51.11%

ES PDO

100.76

100.22

Follow Canes Country on Social Media

PIM/Game

07:11

09:29

Twitter @CanesCountry
Facebook Canes Country
Instagram @canescountrypix

Goaltender #1

By Sarah.A

Watch: Bally Sports Carolinas
Listen: 99.9 The Fan
SBN Opposition: On the Forecheck

After two consecutive losses to the Detroit Red Wings, a
team which the Carolina Hurricanes have inexplicably been
unable to solve this season, there’s nothing like the potential
pick-me-up of facing the Nashville Predators. To date, the
Hurricanes have won all five of their games against the
Predators.
Nashville has been red hot lately, winning seven of its last 10
games, but the Hurricanes still seem to have the Preds’
number, with Thursday’s game being yet another piece of
evidence to back that up. The Predators seem to be on their
way to locking up that final playoff spot, and if I were the
Hurricanes, I wouldn’t be too upset if the standings stayed
exactly how they are now — a first round matchup against
the Predators while the Florida teams tire each other out
could be a strong way to start the playoffs.
But let’s not get ahead of ourselves. There’s a game to get
through; two points and an increased lead over the Floridas
are on the line tonight. Let’s see how Nashville and Carolina
match up:
Vital Statistics

Category

James Reimer

Juuse Saros

Record

14-5-1

15-8-0

Save %

0.907

.926

GAA

2.68

2.24

Goaltender #2
Category

Alex Nedeljkovic

Pekka Rinne

Record

9-4-2

9-12-1

Save %

.928

.902

GAA

1.98

2.97

Goaltender #3

Category

Hurricanes

Predators

Record

28-10-4

24-20-1

Goals/Game

3.17

2.56

Goals Against/Game

2.40

2.82

Shots/Game

32.21

29.67

Face Off Win %

54.2%

51.8%

Category

Petr Mrazek

Kasimir Kaskisuo

Record

5-1-1

0-0-0

Save %

.944

.000

GAA

1.41

0.00

Game Notes



The Predators are playing with a highly depleted
roster at the moment. Nine players are currently
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listed as out, with no return in sight for many of
them. If you keep tabs on the Chicago Wolves,
you’ll recognize several names filling in on the
Nashville roster at the moment: Tanner Jeannot,
Rem Pitlick and Jeremy Davies have all spent time
mingling with Hurricanes prospects in the AHL prior
to their call-ups. Phil Tomasino has also been on
the Predators’ taxi squad, but is yet to get in an
NHL game.



Sebastian Aho’s next point will be his 40th of the
season, putting him at just under a point per game
pace.



It’s not just this season: the Hurricanes have
traditionally done well against the Predators. They
are 20-12-1-3 against the Predators all-time. The
last time the Predators defeated the Hurricanes was
a 3-0 shutout on Nov. 29, 2019.

In his first game for the Hurricanes, defenseman
Jani Hakanpää had 14:48 in ice time, taking on third
pairing duties with Jake Bean. The fancy stats don’t
look great for the Bean/Hakanpää pairing — per
Natural Stat Trick, they had a 33.33% Corsi For at
even strength — but the new defenseman did bring
his heavy-hitting hockey that made him a fan
favorite in Anaheim.



This has absolutely nothing to do with this game,
but while trying to figure out where that one tie in
the record came from (it was January 23, 2002), I
learned that the Hurricanes had the last tie in the
NHL before the rules changed. They tied the Florida
Panthers in the last game of the 2003-04 season.
The more you know!

TODAY’S LINKS
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article250730574.html
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/tweetmail-what-is-the-canes-magic-number/c-323715184
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-nashville-predators-carolina-hurricanes/c-323720964
https://apnews.com/article/north-carolina-sebastian-aho-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-nashville-d8899b81233440be915bc0dcb7bf6dec
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/16/22387800/they-said-it-brindamour-skjei-pesce-post-practice
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/17/22388871/carolina-hurricanes-vs-nashville-predators-game-preview-how-to-watch-broadcast-streaming
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1209253 Carolina Hurricanes

The Canes (28-10-4) finish off a two-game set with the Nashville
Predators on Saturday at PNC Arena, closing out their eight-game
homestand.

Hurricanes forward Teuvo Teravainen returns to practice. Will he play
soon?

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS NASHVILLE PREDATORS
When: Saturday, 7 p.m.

CHIP ALEXANDER
APRIL 16, 2021 02:46 PM,

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh.
TV: BSSO (Bally).
News Observer LOADED: 04.17.2021

The long wait could soon be over for Teuvo Teravainen of the Carolina
Hurricanes.

1209254 Carolina Hurricanes

The winger, who has been dealing with concussion symptoms for almost
two months, participated in a team practice Friday at PNC Arena. While
Teravainen has done some skating on his own the past few weeks, he
was able to take part in all the drills and put in an entire practice session.

NHL power rankings: Our campaigns against the Hurricanes and Carter
Hart have ended

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said he was not sure when Teravainen
would be able to return to the lineup. His last game was March 4 against
the Detroit Red Wings.

Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn

“I’d love to be able to say it’s close but it’s up to him,” Brind’Amour said
on a media call. “He’s got to feel confident in his ability to go out and play
the way he can.
“The positive thing is he’s out there with us. That’s a lot better than it
was. That’s a good step in the right direction and who knows. Whether it
will be soon, I can’t tell you.”
Teravainen, the Canes’ second-leading scorer in the 2019-20 season,
has played 13 of the 42 games in what has been a challenging season
for the Finnish forward. He missed three games early this season while in
the NHL COVID-19 protocol and in quarantine, returned to play nine
games, then took a big hit from Chicago defenseman Nikita Zadorov in
the Feb. 19 game against the Blackhawks at PNC Arena.
After sitting out seven games, Teravainen was back in the lineup for the
March 4 game against Detroit. But he has not played since that night,
missing the past 19 games.
Teravainen was not on either of the power-play units Friday in practice.
He took a few line rushes with center Sebastian Aho and winger Andrei
Svechnikov, although Jesper Fast was the third member of the Aho line
during most of the practice.
Brind’Amour has said Teravainen could be a “wild card” for the Canes,
that having him come back in the lineup would be like the team make a
big trade addition.
“He’s a top-end forward that plays a 200-foot game,” Brind’Amour said
Thursday. “We’re missing him. He’s a huge loss.”
Brind’Amour recently said that Teravainen appeared to be “turning a
corner” in his recovery. Asked Friday if going through a team practice
meant Teravainen had turned that “corner,” Brind’Amour said, “I don’t
want to jinx this, that’s for sure, but it’s a good sign that he is actually with
us, practicing in a regular jersey or whatever and with no restrictions.”

Apr 16, 2021

As of four weeks ago, The Athletic has weekly NHL power rankings. Yes,
it happened. Yes, we’re using this exact same lede in each one. It’ll be
69 weeks in and we’ll still say, “As of 69 weeks ago.” Calm down. We’re
back with another installment this week, and we’ll be back every week
until we’re old and grey and tired of ranking teams every week.
Here are the basic ground rules.
The methodology here is as simple as it gets. We each rank the teams
from 1-31, then take the average, and voila. (Dom made a dedicated
spreadsheet for this because of course he did.) It’s not going to be based
solely on past performance, current hot streaks or future potential.
Numbers will figure into it prominently, but if you want stat-model stuff,
we’ve got you covered elsewhere. This is something different.
• From there, we’ll choose 10 or so teams to go back and forth on; that
might be because we disagree on the placement. It might be because we
each have something meaningful to say. It might be because we each
want to make jokes about the teams, or each other. We’ll see.
• We want this to be fun, and we’re not locked into a format beyond going
from No. 1 to No. 31. Some rankings might have themes. Some of those
themes might be unexpected. If you have ideas — or just suggestions on
how to make this a destination for you each Friday — we’d love to hear
them. You’re why we’re doing this in the first place.
• Sometimes we might add new rules as we see fit. For example, we
added the tie-breaker rule because ties are stupid and don’t belong in
this sport. It’ll change every week. This week, the team with the best
deadline haul gets the edge.
1. Colorado Avalanche
Last week: 1
Record: 30-9-4, 64 points
Dom rank: 1
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Sean rank: 1
Dom: I’m convinced Colorado traded for Jonas Johansson and Devan
Dubnyk specifically to stunt on anyone who thought the team’s
goaltending was a weakness going into the season. “Yeah, we’ll win
easily with two of the worst goalies in the league, no problem.”
Sean: “Surely, nothing will immediately happen to Phillip Grubauer that
makes us regret this decision. Now, for a big sip of coffee.” If they’re still
in this spot after a few weeks of playing those guys in Grubauer’s
COVID-19 absence, just cancel the playoffs. We’re done here. My friend
Tyler, who doesn’t watch hockey, said out of nowhere today, “Man, the
Avalanche are great.” That’s the bar they’ve managed to clear.
2. Carolina Hurricanes
Last week: 3
Record: 28-10-4, 60 points
Dom rank: 3
Sean rank: 2
Dom: Fine. Y’all broke me. I finally did it. I put the Hurricanes, with their
superior goal differential and points percentage, ahead of the Leafs.
I couldn’t stand the questioning and weekly interrogation from Sean. I
couldn’t handle the comments from Hurricanes fans who were Definitely
Not Mad and Definitely Laughing About It. I couldn’t take our own content
strategy team taking shots at me. I couldn’t stomach the constant DMs
from Carolina Hurricanes assistant GM Eric Tulsky asking why the Canes
weren’t higher in the world’s most prestigious power rankings. (For
clarity, this is a bit and is not an actual thing that happened; Eric
presumably has much better things to do than read power rankings from
us.) So I caved. Are you folks happy now?
3. Tampa Bay Lightning
Last week: 4
Record: 29-12-3, 60 points
Dom rank: 2
Sean rank: 5
Sean: Assuming Steven Stamkos returns at some point, there’s nothing
wrong with the Lightning; they’re one of the few best teams in the league,
no matter how you slice it. Apparently, they won the Stanley Cup last
year. We just have really high standards at the power rankings for them
specifically, and before Thursday’s game against Florida, their week had
consisted of an uneven two-game split against the Predators (at five-onfive they were outscored 7-3, outshot 49-44 and had an expected-goals
percentage of 39.8). Nothing to drop them out of the first tier, but there
also must be repercussions. They win the tiebreaker with Vegas since
David Savard is significantly better than Mattias Janmark, but the last
couple of weeks haven’t been their best.
And despite all that, Victor Hedman did this to beat the Panthers. They’re
fine.
LOOK AT VICTOR HEDMAN GO PIC.TWITTER.COM/E0Z213ZQ5E
— DIMITRI FILIPOVIC (@DIMFILIPOVIC) APRIL 16, 2021
4. Vegas Golden Knights
Last week: 5
Record: 29-11-2, 60 points
Dom rank: 4
Sean rank: 3
Dom: A nice 4-0 week for the Golden Knights. Sure, they only played the
Coyotes and Kings, but it was still an impressive showing, outscoring

those two 18-8 over the four-game stretch while putting up a 63 percent
expected goals rate. It was enough for me to take off the ol’ homer hat
and put the ol’ objectivity hat on for these rankings. The top five teams
are very difficult to separate outside of Colorado right now. Vegas had a
good week and the team should be rewarded for that.
5. Toronto Maple Leafs
Last week: 2
Record: 28-12-4, 60 points
Dom rank: 5
Sean rank: 4
Dom: Fourth? After losing three straight? Homer much?
Sean: I dunno what you expect from me, man. I’m just a kid from
(Googles “Toronto suburbs”) Uxbridge. Maybe I docked the Lightning too
much for losing to the Predators. Maybe I like the Nick Foligno trade too
much. Maybe the Leafs hadn’t lost to the Jets when I filled out your little
spreadsheet. There’s no way to say. I sincerely liked their deadline quite
a bit, and I don’t think it matters much where teams fall in the 2-5 spots at
the moment.
Dom: OK, so we agree … second place next week?
Sean: Regardless of what actually happens in the games, yes.
6. Boston Bruins
Last week: 11
Record: 23-12-6, 52 points
Dom rank: 6
Sean rank: 9
Sean: Taylor Hall scoring in his second game as a Bruin was too
predictable for anyone to take a victory lap. Congratulations, nerds, for
noticing that his shooting percentage with the Sabres was a robust 2.3.
The regression was guaranteed. That’s how this stuff works. It came on a
pretty harmless breakaway shot, too.
DIDN'T TAKE TAYLOR HALL LONG TO GET HIS FIRST AS A
@NHLBRUINS.
PIC.TWITTER.COM/NFZDP3FTW9
— SPORTSNET (@SPORTSNET) APRIL 16, 2021
The funnier part of all this is that Anders Bjork, the third-best player in the
deal, has a goal and two assists so far with the Sabres. Now we can
agree that the trade was a tie and move on, never to speak of it again.
7. New York Islanders
Last week: 6
Record: 27-12-4, 58 points
Dom rank: 7
Sean rank: 8
Dom: It’s been extremely difficult to discern which of the East’s four best
teams is truly the best. This week we just threw our hands in the air and
said we have no idea. For a bit, it sure looked like the Islanders were the
team to beat: a strong team, no matter your preferred ideology for
analysis. They pass the eye test with flying colors and finally have the
analytics to back it up. They also had the second-best deadline according
to us, which puts them in the seven spot here amid our four-way tie for
sixth.
The Islanders are contenders, and that’s what made Thursday’s game
against Boston particularly surprising; they haven’t looked that bad all
season. They lost 4-1, barely sniffing the puck all game, losing the
expected goals battle 3.6-to-1.1. They earned that scoreline. That 22
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percent rate is by far the lowest of the season for New York, with only
one other game this season below 35 percent.

picks probably have more value for them than a rental would have (or
should have).

Chalk it up as an anomaly for now. This team is still good and still very
much worthy of its high spot in these rankings. Before Thursday, the
Islanders were second in the league in expected goals percentage at
five-on-five.

Dom: I think the issue is they have very little elite talent and very few
holes. Hard to fix that at the deadline.

8. Pittsburgh Penguins

Last week: 10

Last week: 9

Record: 27-12-5, 59 points

Record: 27-13-3, 57 points

Dom rank: 11

Dom rank: 8

Sean rank: 11

Sean rank: 7

Sean: There are a few people in the comments who consistently come at
us for disrespecting the Panthers. After a 1-2 week that closed with a
loss to the team directly ahead of them, I feel like this is where they
should be.

Sean: While writing this, I caught some of Jeff Carter’s first game as a
Penguin. It was against the Flyers, which was mildly disorienting, and he
looked like Jeff Carter, which was … slightly less disorienting if you
ignore his last couple of seasons. In 40 games with the Kings, Carter had
more individual shots than any Penguin and more individual scoring
chances than all but one. I’m not sure how he’ll mesh with what they
have, but he’s still a) pretty good and b) a necessary addition for them,
given their injury situation.
Dom: I thought Carter was all the way washed before the season started,
but he was solid this year for the Kings. He scored at a second-line rate
and had positive possession relative to the team. That’s not a bad
deadline add and he looked like he still had some pop in Thursday night’s
game, from what I watched.
9. Washington Capitals
Last week: 8
Record: 28-12-4, 60 points
Dom rank: 9
Sean rank: 6
Sean: A pair of heinous breaks for the Caps this week, to be certain.
First, they wound up in a four-way tie for sixth place. Then, they lost our
arbitrary tiebreaker on what at least one of us believes to be a
technicality. The logic is this: By virtue of subtracting Jakub Vrana from
the roster, they had the worst deadline of the four. Your mileage may
vary. Still, it all came out in the wash on Thursday when they lost 5-2 to
Buffalo. There’s your tiebreaker.
Before that, they were having a standard week; all six possible points
despite losing shot attempts (45 percent) and expected goals percentage
(47.53) on aggregate.
10. Minnesota Wild
Last week: 7
Record: 25-13-3, 53 points
Dom rank: 10
Sean rank: 10
Dom: I hate to do this to my boys, but I noticed a stat the other day that
simply shook me to my core. Over the last month, Minnesota has the
worst expected goals percentage in the league at 42.9 percent. Worse
than the Sabres! Thank God for having the best power play in the league
in that time span to salvage an 8-5-2 record, but the underlying numbers
are still a major issue.
Sean: Buddy, you’re taking Ls all over the place this week. Forced to
show love to the Hurricanes, now forced to criticize your beloved Wild.
Sheesh. I’m fighting the urge to be disappointed that they didn’t make a
bigger deadline addition. Ian Cole was a decent early addition and all
that, but it was a little odd to see Bill Guerin stay so quiet. And ultimately,
I’m not sure where I even expected them to add. Those two first-round

11. Florida Panthers

Dom: Having the Panthers 11th is a reminder of just how top-heavy the
league is this season. Yes, they’re really good, even if we discount them
for the Aaron Ekblad injury and starting Sergei Bobrovsky. But who are
we really putting them ahead of in the top 10?
Sean: The Leafs.
Dom: April 23’s second-best team? That’s absurd.
12. Winnipeg Jets
Last week: 12
Record: 27-14-3, 57 points
Dom rank: 12
Sean rank: 12
Dom: The Jets are 5-1-1 in April and looking a lot closer to the team their
record suggests they are. They earned a positive expected goals rate in
five of those seven games and during the stretch sit at 52.7 percent, with
two of the more dominant performances coming against Montreal, a
strong possession team. It’s only the second time this season the Jets
have had a seven-game stretch north of 52 percent, and last season they
didn’t have a single one over 50 percent. You have to go all the way back
to December 2018 for the last time the Jets controlled play this well over
a two-week stretch. Hopefully, they can sustain it.
13. Edmonton Oilers
Last week: 13
Record: 25-15-2, 52 points
Dom rank: 13
Sean rank: 13
Sean: Ken Holland’s post-deadline quote gets wilder by the day. Pure
gold, then and now.
KEN HOLLAND: "I DON'T THINK THAT YOU CAN BE ALL-IN EVERY
YEAR. I THINK YOU PICK AND CHOOSE."
— CHRIS JOHNSTON (@REPORTERCHRIS) APRIL 12, 2021
When you have the top two scorers in the sport, you literally cannot pick
and choose. Connor McDavid is almost 25 years old. Every year with him
is precious. Every chance matters. It’s not that Holland’s point, in
abstract, is crazy; some teams aren’t good. Some teams, if nothing else,
shouldn’t buy. The fact that the Edmonton Oilers are still even passably
in that category — with Connor McDavid — is maddening. The injurybitten Dallas Stars? They can’t go all-in. Edmonton with a fully
operational McDavid should not be thinking the same way or saying the
same things. In related news, their week consisted of trading for Dmitry
Kulikov and getting boat-raced by Calgary(?).
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14. New York Rangers
Last week: 15
Record: 21-16-6, 48 points
Dom rank: 15
Sean rank: 14
Dom: My favorite stat this season, by far, is that the New York Rangers
are sixth in the league in goal differential at plus-28. That leads the entire
East Division! And yet, New York is on pace for just an average season
and is extremely unlikely to make the playoffs. I feel like leading the
division in goal differential and missing the playoffs should be
mathematically impossible, but here we are in this weird-ass season.
15. Nashville Predators
Last week: 16
Record: 24-19-1, 49 points
Dom rank: 14
Sean rank: 15
Sean: The deadline would’ve been better by a factor of 10 had the
Predators actually followed through and sold off guys like Mattias
Ekholm, Mikael Granlund and Erik Haula. Instead they … bought … Erik
Gudbranson? And keep winning games? It’s tough to be mad at them,
considering all that. It’s also right to be mad. The amount of magical
thinking required to make this team an actual contender is significant.
Nice run, good effort, all that … but this should’ve been a seller.
16. Montreal Canadiens
Last week: 14
Record: 18-13-9, 45 points
Dom rank: 16
Sean rank: 16
Dom: For peak chaos and to bring some much-needed spice back into
the North Division, I really want Montreal to keep losing in regulation to
Calgary. I’ve done the math on what it means for each team’s playoff
chances and now it’s literally all I want in life. Just think of “The Taeks” in
Montreal if the Canadiens miss the playoffs in such a catastrophic
fashion.
Sean: It’s very fun that the “as long as it doesn’t go past regulation” team
self-destructs against that particular opponent. I’m still reeling over Marc
Bergevin’s deadline performance, by the way. Continually saying “nope,
this is it,” then tinkering some more. The Victor Mete … whatever that
was. Strong chaotic energy. I love it.
17. St. Louis Blues
Last week: 18

and then using those picks to acquire talent for next season?
Preposterous.
Sean: That’s why I’ve always called you Lil’ Dougie Armstrong.
18. Chicago Blackhawks
Last week: 20
Record: 20-19-5, 45 points
Dom rank: 18
Sean rank: 18
Dom: Remember the fever pitch around Patrick Kane’s Hart Trophy
campaign a month ago when the Blackhawks looked like they might
actually make the playoffs? Chicago peaked at just over 50 percent at
the beginning of March, as did Kane. Over the last month, Kane’s
production has plateaued a bit with just two goals and 12 points in 14
games, but more alarming are the chances he’s bleeding against. The
Blackhawks have a 40 percent expected goals rate with Kane on the ice
over the last month. A loss Thursday night to the suddenly surging Red
Wings really stings.
19. Dallas Stars
Last week: 19
Record: 16-14-12, 44 points
Dom rank: 19
Sean rank: 19
Sean: Dallas claiming Sami Vatanen was the head-fake move of the
deadline. It felt like an implication that Jamie Oleksiak would be on the
move, which obviously didn’t happen. By the end of the day, that was all
Dallas had done. A couple of days later, we found out that Alex Radulov
and Ben Bishop are done for the season. If that’s what stopped them
from buying, so be it — but it probably should’ve pushed them all the way
into sell mode, even though they still have a 25 percent shot of making
the playoffs. Just a bizarre season. Never felt like the train was on track.
They’re the No. 21 xGF percentage team in the league, and the cavalry
ain’t coming.
20. Arizona Coyotes
Last week: 17
Record: 19-20-5, 43 points
Dom rank: 20
Sean rank: 21
Dom: We finally talked about the actual team and not the beautiful
Kachina jerseys last week, and we bumped them up substantially in the
rankings after it looked like they might actually make the playoffs for
once. And this is how they repay us? Sickening.

Dom rank: 17

Sean: We’re sorry, Mr. Meruelo! Those five consecutive Ls — all us!
Congrats, sir, on increasing your arena capacity to 50 percent, and best
of luck moving forward!

Sean rank: 17

21. Calgary Flames

Sean: I feel like we’ve had the Blues on Death Watch since we started
doing this, but they’ve rebounded over the last 10 days and won three of
four. Now the Coyotes are circling the drain and the Blues’ playoff
chances are back up to 65 percent. They’re a half-decent team that I was
OK to see stand pat at the deadline. I’m not sure how much you’re
getting for the Mike Hoffmans and Tyler Bozaks of the world. Might as
well see what happens.

Last week: 22

Record: 19-17-6, 44 points

Dom: Personally, I think keeping assets just to get your teeth kicked in by
a vastly superior team in the opening round is absolutely the right
strategy for an aging team. Imagine trading expiring contracts for picks,

Record: 19-21-3, 41 points
Dom rank: 22
Sean rank: 20
Dom: The Flames were 16-21-3 last week and looked lethargic every
night under their new coach — it seemed like all hope was lost. Three
straight wins and suddenly there’s a faint light amidst the darkness. Can
the Flames actually make the playoffs?
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They’re sitting at seven percent now, but also have four games coming
up against the team they’re chasing: Montreal. That’s the beauty of the
schedule this season as a head-to-head matchup can very much tilt the
scales. If the Flames win all four, they’re suddenly four points up on the
Habs, who would’ve had three games in hand. It would be a monumental
swing and while the odds are obviously tough when it comes to winning
every game, it’s easy to see a path forward. That would make for a wild
finish in the North.
22. Philadelphia Flyers

against the Golden Knights. Hey, Alex Iafallo is locked up (four years, $4
million AAV). That’s not bad!
24. San Jose Sharks
Last week: 23
Record: 18-20-4, 40 points
Dom rank: 24
Sean rank: 24

Last week: 21

“Oh shit, the Sharks might actually make the playoffs here?”

Record: 20-17-6, 46 points

*San Jose proceeds to lose three straight to Anaheim by a combined
score of 13-2*

Dom rank: 21
Sean rank: 22
Dom: We’ve (Sean) said a lot of cruel and mean things about Carter Hart
in these power rankings (mostly if not entirely Sean). But that mental
reset has really helped him out in recent weeks, a nice reminder
regarding the human side of all this in the middle of a pandemic.
SINCE HIS WEEK-LONG RESET, CARTER HART HAS POSTED A
0.910 SAVE PERCENTAGE.
HE HASN'T BEEN PERFECT, TO BE SURE. STILL HAS THINGS TO
CLEAN UP. BUT IT'S A FAR CRY FROM THE 0.815(!) THAT HE HAD
IN MARCH. NIGHT AND DAY.
— CHARLIE O'CONNOR (@CHARLIEO_CONN) APRIL 16, 2021

Ah, well, nevertheless. It’s all worth it to make sure Patrick Marleau —
worth minus-0.3 wins this season — breaks the games-played record,
even if those games have severely declined in quality over the past few
seasons.
25. Columbus Blue Jackets
Last week: 26
Record: 15-21-9, 39 points
Dom rank: 25
Sean rank: 26

Sean: If you’re a Flyers fan looking to redirect your anger with Chuck
Fletcher, I’m around. Also, right around the time I saw Hart stop Sidney
Crosby and Kris Letang in a shootout on Thursday, I noticed an AC/DC
lightning bolt on his mask. Lo and behold…

Sean: Remember way back when the Blue Jackets upset the Lightning in
the first round of the playoffs? We tied onions to our belt, which was the
style at the time. Now, to take the ferry cost a nickel, and in those days,
nickels had pictures of bumblebees on ’em. “Gimme five bees for a
quarter,” you’d say. Now where were we … ah. Of the 23 players on the
Blue Jackets’ roster for that series, 10 remain. Goodbye, Nick Foligno,
David Savard and Riley Nash. Whether Jarmo Kekalainen wants to call it
a rebuild or not, he’s stacking assets. Can’t knock him for that. Maybe
next he can trade Patrik Laine for a first-line center.

VIEW THIS POST ON INSTAGRAM

26. Vancouver Canucks

It’s entirely possible one of the causes of his struggles was seeing us
(Sean) consistently roast him every week. So I think we (Sean) owe Hart
an official apology here.

Last week: 25
A POST SHARED BY FRANNY DRUMMOND (@PAINTZOO)

Record: 16-18-3, 35 points

In any case, I’m sorry. Everything is fine now.

Dom rank: 27

Dom: OK, but also, we should talk about one of the greatest shootouts of
all time, featuring these two beauties by Claude Giroux and Sean
Couturier. Both of these should be illegal.

Sean rank: 25

OOOOH, CLAUDE GIROUX. NASTY.
PIC.TWITTER.COM/YQJMLANBDZ
— BROAD STREET HOCKEY (@BROADSTHOCKEY) APRIL 16, 2021
SEAN COUTURIER…

PIC.TWITTER.COM/J7HEPZMCWL

— NHL (@NHL) APRIL 16, 2021
Sean: My first reaction to Couturier’s goal was, “Huh, I don’t think I’ve
ever seen anyone do that.” Always cool to say.
23. Los Angeles Kings
Last week: 24
Record: 16-20-6, 38 points
Dom rank: 23
Sean rank: 23
Sean: The Kings get this spot by virtue of their early-week win over San
Jose in a battle of California’s two best hockey teams. Scintillating.
Naturally, they chased that with two losses and a cumulative 10-4 score

Sean: I feel stupid dropping the Canucks two spots after the week
they’ve had, but whatever. It’s the least of their concerns. Dap to J.T.
Miller for opening his mouth — a tactical Zoom deployment by the
Canucks, might I add — and drawing some more attention to the
disgraceful position the NHL is prepared to put that team in over the next
several weeks. I thought Drance wrote something really good about that,
as well.
Dom: This whole thing has been awful and I hope no Canuck gets
seriously hurt playing under these brutal circumstances. Vancouver very
likely isn’t making the playoffs. These games have no meaning. Just let
them recover in peace and cancel the remaining games. The NHL does
not need to be allergic to points percentage.
Sean: We saw similar stuff late in the NFL season — once these leagues
get close to the finish line without having to straight-up cancel anything,
they were prepped to ram it home, human toll be damned.
27. New Jersey Devils
Last week: 27
Record: 14-22-6, 34 points
Dom rank: 26
Sean rank: 27
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Sean: Bit of a weird week in New Jersey. Tom Fitzgerald opted not to
trade pending UFA defenseman Ryan Murray while his team was in the
middle of an 0-3, zero-point stretch despite controlling 56.26 percent of
the expected goals and 54.37 percent of shot attempts at five-on-five.
Either way, this season is lost, and Fitzgerald is looking two years ahead.
Makes sense — though it’d make more sense if they added a pick for
Murray, but we digress.
28. Detroit Red Wings
Last week: 30
Record: 16-23-6, 38 points

Capitals because betting against Washington always makes me nervous.
Hate to see it.
Sean: I miss the middle of the Sabres’ losing streak (or pointless streak,
or whatever we’re supposed to call it), when oddsmakers steadily refused
to make them 2.5-goal underdogs despite playing some of the worst
hockey any of us have ever seen. If I had any courage, I’d have wound
up with a down payment on a house. Alas, I too am a fearful man.
The Athletic LOADED: 04.17.2021
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Nashville Predators

Dom rank: 28
Sean rank: 28
Sean: It makes sense that it went largely unsaid — Steve Yzerman made
the “whoa, wasn’t expecting that” move of the deadline with the Anthony
Mantha trade, and that diverted some attention — but it’s still funny: Luke
Glendening still plays for the Red Wings! Monday was supposed to be
The Glendening Show! What the hell happened? Was no GM willing to
comically overpay for a faceoff guy? What is this strange, new world?
Throw in that Marc Staal and Darren Helm are still on the roster, and the
situation gets all the more baffling. On the ice, they’ve won three straight.
They get the bump, in case that doesn’t happen again for a few years.
29. Ottawa Senators
Last week: 28
Record: 14-26-4, 32 points
Dom rank: 29
Sean rank: 29
Dom: Starting goaltender Matt Murray is officially back for the Senators, a
return that has increased Ottawa’s chances of securing a higher draft
pick. That’s worth every penny of his $6.25 million salary, as the team
has built a comfortable three-point cushion over Anaheim for second-tolast.
30. Anaheim Ducks
Last week: 30
Record: 14-23-7, 35 points
Dom rank: 30
Sean rank: 30
Dom: Sean finally got out of writing about Anaheim just in time for the
Ducks to do something interesting. Well, interesting enough for one of
the worst teams in the league. The Ducks might have something in 27year-old journeyman goaltender Anthony Stolarz, who has a .943 save
percentage in five games for Anaheim this season. He’s got some really
solid numbers in the AHL over the last two seasons, too. With John
Gibson not looking remotely like himself over the past two seasons and
Ryan Miller likely retiring, Stolarz looks somewhat promising in a small
sample this year. He can push Gibson next season, though this team is
obviously a long way away from being competitive.
31. Buffalo Sabres
Last week: 31
Record: 11-25-7
Dom rank: 31
Sean rank: 31
Dom: If you’re a betting person, here’s a fun fact for you: the Sabres
have covered the spread (+1.5 in hockey) in 10 of their last 11 games.
And I was still too chickenshit to do it last night in a win against the

Despite resurgence, Nashville Predators still struggling with NHL Central
Division's best

Will Backus

The Nashville Predators may be the NHL's hottest team but they are still
struggling to compete with the Central Division's best.
Entering Thursday they'd won 13 of their last 16 games to ascend into
playoff contention. A quiet trade deadline affirmed the newfound hope
around the organization, and fed its darkhorse mentality.
Riding high off of a 7-2 win against Tampa Bay on Tuesday, the Preds
(24-20-1) were brought back to reality in a 4-1 loss to the Carolina
Hurricanes (28-10-4) in PNC Arena in Raleigh, North Carolina. The
Lightning and Hurricanes were tied for first in the division heading into
Friday's games.
"You don't want to get too high, you don't want to get too low," Nashville
coach John Hynes said. "Let's just take the lessons out of the game,
good or bad. ... This time of year, all of the games are probably more
emotional because of where you're at and where you're going."
Nashville is still in fourth place in the Central Division standings with 49
points. The Chicago Blackhawks also lost Thursday, meaning they're still
four points behind in fifth.
The top four teams from each division make the NHL playoffs.
The Preds are pretty far removed from the tight race for the top spot.
Tampa Bay and Carolina are tied with 60 points apiece, while Florida is
just behind in third place with 59.
Nashville is a combined 4-15 against those three teams.
Ten of the Preds' wins during their streak have come against Dallas,
Detroit and Chicago.
The Predators have yet to beat Carolina, with two wins against Florida
and two against Tampa Bay.
The Hurricanes haven't struggled much against Nashville with a +2.4
average margin of victory.
"They're a kind of in-your-face team," said Nashville center Erik Haula,
who scored the Preds' lone goal Thursday. "They put a lot of pressure on
you. They turn the puck quick and go right at you. So puck management
is key against them."
Nashville will play its second-straight road game against Carolina on
Saturday at 6 p.m. CT. Florida awaits on April 26-27, and the Preds will
close the regular season with a pair of home games against Carolina on
May 8 and 10.
That makes next week's three-game series against Chicago crucial.
"You've got to go back and look at the things that make you successful,"
Haula said. "Look at the things we could do better and make sure you
take that and take it to the next game."
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Tampa Bay Lightning

Lightning expect Steven Stamkos to return before regular season ends

he believes Kucherov is ahead of schedule in his rehabilitation but
doesn’t expect him to return before the regular season ends.
“I just don’t know how we can make that happen,” Cooper said. “He is not
anywhere near going into contact drills or anything like that.”
Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 04.17.2021
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Tampa Bay Lightning

By Eduardo A. Encina
Published Yesterday

How did Lightning’s opponents fare at NHL trade deadline?

Updated Yesterday
By Eduardo A. Encina
BRANDON — The Lightning will be without Steven Stamkos for a while,
but coach Jon Cooper isn’t putting a wrap on the captain’s season.
There still are questions about Stamkos’ lower-body injury, among them
if it is related to last year’s core muscle issues that needed two surgeries
in six months to correct. But Cooper said Friday that he expected
Stamkos to return when he’s eligible to come off long-term injured
reserve May 5.
“By no means are we sitting here saying his season’s over, not by any
means,” Cooper said. “This is just something that he has to go through
here for a little bit.”
The Lightning enter tonight’s home game against the Panthers with 13
games remaining in their 56-game regular-season schedule that is
scheduled to end May 10. If Stamkos returns May 5, he would be able to
play in the final four games, which could be pivotal in playoff positioning
in a tight Central Division race.
The Lightning are tied on points with the Hurricanes for first place in the
division with 60; Carolina has a game in hand. The Panthers are one
point behind.
Stamkos left the April 8 game at Columbus in the third period after he
spun around to pass the puck up the ice and then hunched over. He was
put on long-term injured reserved retroactive to April 9 on Thursday.
It seems like the Lightning are seeking more clarity on the injury. Cooper
said he’d be able to divulge more in the next 24 hours about whether it is
related to last year’s issues.
Cooper likened Stamkos’ situation to that of Nikita Kucherov, who went
on long-term injured reserve at the beginning of the season because of
hip surgery and hasn’t played this year: Let’s get to the playoffs and we’ll
have our best two players back when we need them most.
“It’s unfortunate that it’s happened,” Cooper said. “But I always say in
these situations, maybe it’s a little short-term pain for long-term gain.”
Before this injury, Stamkos had missed only two games this season; he
was put on the COVID-19 protocol list because of what is believed to
have been a false positive test result. He led the team in goals when he
got hurt with 17 (he is now tied for the lead with Brayden Point) and was
second among forwards in ice time. He still leads the team in power-play
goals with 10.
“He has had a great season for us, scored a ton of goals, and it’s just a
difference maker as far as driving play,” defenseman Ryan McDonagh
said. “And you know ultimately he’s going to do whatever he can to get
back, you know as quick as he can and help our group. He’s proven that
time and time again.
“The guy’s just got a relentless attitude, and there’s no question that
when he does come back and he’s ready to suit up, he’s going to give us
his best effort, which is going to be an exciting time for us.”
Kucherov, meanwhile, continues to skate with the team; Friday he
participated in drills while wearing a gray no-contact jersey. Cooper said
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TAMPA — So many factors — salary-cap constraints, Canadian travel
restrictions, tight division races — pointed toward a stagnant trade
deadline season. And while there wasn’t quite the activity of past years,
contenders still found ways to upgrade.
At the deadline, deals are made with the short-term in mind, improving to
make a team “a tougher out” in the postseason. But with the flat cap, and
the looming expansion draft, some trades were made with an eye for the
future, as well.
The Lightning have spent nearly all season competing with the Florida
Panthers and Carolina Hurricanes for first place in the Central Division,
and that doesn’t figure to change down the stretch.
And while Nashville has taken hold of fourth place and the final playoff
spot in the division, both Chicago and Dallas can be considered in reach.
The Stars entered Friday’s games trailing the Predators by five points but
have played three fewer games.
The Lightning have learned about the uniqueness of their realigned
division: A lot of their rivals have speed, and there’s more tight checking
than they’ve seen in recent years.
This year, teams in the division placed an emphasis on upgrading their
defense corps, which makes sense given the identity of this division.
The Lightning acquired the top defenseman available in 10-year veteran
David Savard, orchestrating a three-team trade that allowed them to
purchase cap space with draft picks. Tampa Bay general manager Julien
BriseBois’ deal was so savvy, the blueprint was copied by other capstrapped teams.
The Lightning will be without captain Steven Stamkos for at least the next
two weeks but should get back high-scoring wing Nikita Kucherov for the
playoffs.
Keep in mind, when it comes to the realigned format, it’s not just about
winning a division. Teams also have to outlast their division rivals through
the first two rounds of the playoffs.
So how did the other teams, particularly the Lightning’s two biggest
competitors, fare at the deadline? Here’s a look.
Florida Panthers
The Panthers took a hit when defenseman Aaron Ekblad suffered a
season-ending leg injury. They acquired Brandon Montour from the
Sabres, but he’s no Ekblad. They also picked up forward Sam Bennett
from the Flames. The pair cost Florida a second-round pick, third-round
pick and former second-rounder Emil Heineman.
Bennett, a former fourth overall pick, is interesting. He hasn’t lived up to
his billing, but Panthers first-year GM Bill Zito retooled a so-so roster into
a formidable club with signings like forwards Carter Verhaeghe and
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Anthony Duclair and defenseman Radko Gudas, and a trade for power
forward Patric Hornqvist. Florida coach Joel Quenneville has meshed a
new group well, so maybe Bennett will fit nicely, too. He’s been a better
player in the postseason, and the Panthers could use more playoff
experience.
Zito’s best decision might be the deal he didn’t make, keeping backup
goaltender Chris Driedger, who gives Florida depth at the position that
even the Lightning would envy.
Carolina Hurricanes
The Hurricanes didn’t do much at the deadline, and their lack of activity
has been widely criticized. But the one move they did make, acquiring
defenseman Jani Hakanpaa from the Ducks for defenseman Hadyn
Fleury added some needed physicality.
Carolina is already a great checking team, fast and aggressive on the
forecheck. Getting a big, physical defenseman like the 6-foot-5, 218pound Hakanpaa adds grit to its lineup. Hakanpaa ranks third in the NHL
in hits with 168. He’ll join a Hurricanes team that previously had just one
player with triple-digit hits: former Lightning fourth-line center Cedric
Paquette (112).
The Hurricanes are great on special teams, ranking first on the power
play and sixth on the penalty kill. But they could have used some scoring
help to make them more dangerous in 5-on-5 play, because numbers
show that they should be scoring more at even strength given how much
they control the puck.
Nashville Predators and the rest of the pack
The Predators went from sellers to potential buyers over the past three
weeks. In fact, defenseman Mattias Ekholm was one of the top players
believed to be available, but that changed as Nashville got hot. The
Predators didn’t upgrade much. Their acquisition of defenseman Erik
Gudbranson from the Senators gives an injury-ravaged blue line a depth
piece, but you’d expect more movement from a team on the cusp.
The Blackhawks, competing for a playoff spot earlier than anticipated,
made most of their moves with an eye to the future, acquiring a secondand third-round pick in this year’s draft and a second-rounder next year
for forward Mattias Janmark and defenseman Madison Bowey. They also
moved 35-year-old forward Carl Soderberg to the Avalanche for two
prospects.
Caught in the unenviable position of being just enough in the race to not
be out of it but also dealing with cap restraints that forced them to trade
draft picks in the past, the Stars stayed pat, only claiming defenseman
Sami Vatanen from from the Devils.
The Blue Jackets went into sell mode but netted valuable draft picks —
two first rounders this year and a third-and fourth-rounder next year — for
cornerstones Nick Foligno and Savard. Columbus took advantage of
teams needing to use draft picks as equity to get cap space to make
trades work.
And why would anyone answer the phone when former Lightning general
manager Steve Yzerman is calling to talk trade? The Red Wings GM
fleeced the Capitals, getting forwards Jakub Vrana, Richard Panik, a
2021 first-rounder and a 2022 second-rounder for forward Anthony
Mantha. That’s a rich haul for Yzerman.
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: Our campaigns against the
Hurricanes and Carter Hart have ended

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn Apr 16, 2021

As of four weeks ago, The Athletic has weekly NHL power rankings. Yes,
it happened. Yes, we’re using this exact same lede in each one. It’ll be
69 weeks in and we’ll still say, “As of 69 weeks ago.” Calm down. We’re
back with another installment this week, and we’ll be back every week
until we’re old and grey and tired of ranking teams every week.
Here are the basic ground rules.
The methodology here is as simple as it gets. We each rank the teams
from 1-31, then take the average, and voila. (Dom made a dedicated
spreadsheet for this because of course he did.) It’s not going to be based
solely on past performance, current hot streaks or future potential.
Numbers will figure into it prominently, but if you want stat-model stuff,
we’ve got you covered elsewhere. This is something different.
• From there, we’ll choose 10 or so teams to go back and forth on; that
might be because we disagree on the placement. It might be because we
each have something meaningful to say. It might be because we each
want to make jokes about the teams, or each other. We’ll see.
• We want this to be fun, and we’re not locked into a format beyond going
from No. 1 to No. 31. Some rankings might have themes. Some of those
themes might be unexpected. If you have ideas — or just suggestions on
how to make this a destination for you each Friday — we’d love to hear
them. You’re why we’re doing this in the first place.
• Sometimes we might add new rules as we see fit. For example, we
added the tie-breaker rule because ties are stupid and don’t belong in
this sport. It’ll change every week. This week, the team with the best
deadline haul gets the edge.
1. Colorado Avalanche
Last week: 1
Record: 30-9-4, 64 points
Dom rank: 1
Sean rank: 1
Dom: I’m convinced Colorado traded for Jonas Johansson and Devan
Dubnyk specifically to stunt on anyone who thought the team’s
goaltending was a weakness going into the season. “Yeah, we’ll win
easily with two of the worst goalies in the league, no problem.”
Sean: “Surely, nothing will immediately happen to Phillip Grubauer that
makes us regret this decision. Now, for a big sip of coffee.” If they’re still
in this spot after a few weeks of playing those guys in Grubauer’s
COVID-19 absence, just cancel the playoffs. We’re done here. My friend
Tyler, who doesn’t watch hockey, said out of nowhere today, “Man, the
Avalanche are great.” That’s the bar they’ve managed to clear.
2. Carolina Hurricanes
Last week: 3
Record: 28-10-4, 60 points
Dom rank: 3
Sean rank: 2
Dom: Fine. Y’all broke me. I finally did it. I put the Hurricanes, with their
superior goal differential and points percentage, ahead of the Leafs.
I couldn’t stand the questioning and weekly interrogation from Sean. I
couldn’t handle the comments from Hurricanes fans who were Definitely
Not Mad and Definitely Laughing About It. I couldn’t take our own content
strategy team taking shots at me. I couldn’t stomach the constant DMs
from Carolina Hurricanes assistant GM Eric Tulsky asking why the Canes
weren’t higher in the world’s most prestigious power rankings. (For
clarity, this is a bit and is not an actual thing that happened; Eric
presumably has much better things to do than read power rankings from
us.) So I caved. Are you folks happy now?
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3. Tampa Bay Lightning
Last week: 4

The regression was guaranteed. That’s how this stuff works. It came on a
pretty harmless breakaway shot, too.

Dom rank: 2

The funnier part of all this is that Anders Bjork, the third-best player in the
deal, has a goal and two assists so far with the Sabres. Now we can
agree that the trade was a tie and move on, never to speak of it again.

Sean rank: 5

7. New York Islanders

Sean: Assuming Steven Stamkos returns at some point, there’s nothing
wrong with the Lightning; they’re one of the few best teams in the league,
no matter how you slice it. Apparently, they won the Stanley Cup last
year. We just have really high standards at the power rankings for them
specifically, and before Thursday’s game against Florida, their week had
consisted of an uneven two-game split against the Predators (at five-onfive they were outscored 7-3, outshot 49-44 and had an expected-goals
percentage of 39.8). Nothing to drop them out of the first tier, but there
also must be repercussions. They win the tiebreaker with Vegas since
David Savard is significantly better than Mattias Janmark, but the last
couple of weeks haven’t been their best.

Last week: 6

Record: 29-12-3, 60 points

And despite all that, Victor Hedman did this to beat the Panthers. They’re
fine.
4. Vegas Golden Knights
Last week: 5
Record: 29-11-2, 60 points
Dom rank: 4
Sean rank: 3
Dom: A nice 4-0 week for the Golden Knights. Sure, they only played the
Coyotes and Kings, but it was still an impressive showing, outscoring
those two 18-8 over the four-game stretch while putting up a 63 percent
expected goals rate. It was enough for me to take off the ol’ homer hat
and put the ol’ objectivity hat on for these rankings. The top five teams
are very difficult to separate outside of Colorado right now. Vegas had a
good week and the team should be rewarded for that.
5. Toronto Maple Leafs
Last week: 2
Record: 28-12-4, 60 points
Dom rank: 5
Sean rank: 4
Dom: Fourth? After losing three straight? Homer much?
Sean: I dunno what you expect from me, man. I’m just a kid from
(Googles “Toronto suburbs”) Uxbridge. Maybe I docked the Lightning too
much for losing to the Predators. Maybe I like the Nick Foligno trade too
much. Maybe the Leafs hadn’t lost to the Jets when I filled out your little
spreadsheet. There’s no way to say. I sincerely liked their deadline quite
a bit, and I don’t think it matters much where teams fall in the 2-5 spots at
the moment.
Dom: OK, so we agree … second place next week?
Sean: Regardless of what actually happens in the games, yes.
6. Boston Bruins
Last week: 11
Record: 23-12-6, 52 points
Dom rank: 6
Sean rank: 9
Sean: Taylor Hall scoring in his second game as a Bruin was too
predictable for anyone to take a victory lap. Congratulations, nerds, for
noticing that his shooting percentage with the Sabres was a robust 2.3.

Record: 27-12-4, 58 points
Dom rank: 7
Sean rank: 8
Dom: It’s been extremely difficult to discern which of the East’s four best
teams is truly the best. This week we just threw our hands in the air and
said we have no idea. For a bit, it sure looked like the Islanders were the
team to beat: a strong team, no matter your preferred ideology for
analysis. They pass the eye test with flying colors and finally have the
analytics to back it up. They also had the second-best deadline according
to us, which puts them in the seven spot here amid our four-way tie for
sixth.
The Islanders are contenders, and that’s what made Thursday’s game
against Boston particularly surprising; they haven’t looked that bad all
season. They lost 4-1, barely sniffing the puck all game, losing the
expected goals battle 3.6-to-1.1. They earned that scoreline. That 22
percent rate is by far the lowest of the season for New York, with only
one other game this season below 35 percent.
Chalk it up as an anomaly for now. This team is still good and still very
much worthy of its high spot in these rankings. Before Thursday, the
Islanders were second in the league in expected goals percentage at
five-on-five.
8. Pittsburgh Penguins
Last week: 9
Record: 27-13-3, 57 points
Dom rank: 8
Sean rank: 7
Sean: While writing this, I caught some of Jeff Carter’s first game as a
Penguin. It was against the Flyers, which was mildly disorienting, and he
looked like Jeff Carter, which was … slightly less disorienting if you
ignore his last couple of seasons. In 40 games with the Kings, Carter had
more individual shots than any Penguin and more individual scoring
chances than all but one. I’m not sure how he’ll mesh with what they
have, but he’s still a) pretty good and b) a necessary addition for them,
given their injury situation.
Dom: I thought Carter was all the way washed before the season started,
but he was solid this year for the Kings. He scored at a second-line rate
and had positive possession relative to the team. That’s not a bad
deadline add and he looked like he still had some pop in Thursday night’s
game, from what I watched.
9. Washington Capitals
Last week: 8
Record: 28-12-4, 60 points
Dom rank: 9
Sean rank: 6
Sean: A pair of heinous breaks for the Caps this week, to be certain.
First, they wound up in a four-way tie for sixth place. Then, they lost our
arbitrary tiebreaker on what at least one of us believes to be a
technicality. The logic is this: By virtue of subtracting Jakub Vrana from
the roster, they had the worst deadline of the four. Your mileage may

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 17, 2021
vary. Still, it all came out in the wash on Thursday when they lost 5-2 to
Buffalo. There’s your tiebreaker.

to December 2018 for the last time the Jets controlled play this well over
a two-week stretch. Hopefully, they can sustain it.

Before that, they were having a standard week; all six possible points
despite losing shot attempts (45 percent) and expected goals percentage
(47.53) on aggregate.

13. Edmonton Oilers

10. Minnesota Wild

Record: 25-15-2, 52 points

Last week: 7

Dom rank: 13

Record: 25-13-3, 53 points

Sean rank: 13

Dom rank: 10

Sean: Ken Holland’s post-deadline quote gets wilder by the day. Pure
gold, then and now.

Sean rank: 10
Dom: I hate to do this to my boys, but I noticed a stat the other day that
simply shook me to my core. Over the last month, Minnesota has the
worst expected goals percentage in the league at 42.9 percent. Worse
than the Sabres! Thank God for having the best power play in the league
in that time span to salvage an 8-5-2 record, but the underlying numbers
are still a major issue.
Sean: Buddy, you’re taking Ls all over the place this week. Forced to
show love to the Hurricanes, now forced to criticize your beloved Wild.
Sheesh. I’m fighting the urge to be disappointed that they didn’t make a
bigger deadline addition. Ian Cole was a decent early addition and all
that, but it was a little odd to see Bill Guerin stay so quiet. And ultimately,
I’m not sure where I even expected them to add. Those two first-round
picks probably have more value for them than a rental would have (or
should have).
Dom: I think the issue is they have very little elite talent and very few
holes. Hard to fix that at the deadline.

Last week: 13

When you have the top two scorers in the sport, you literally cannot pick
and choose. Connor McDavid is almost 25 years old. Every year with him
is precious. Every chance matters. It’s not that Holland’s point, in
abstract, is crazy; some teams aren’t good. Some teams, if nothing else,
shouldn’t buy. The fact that the Edmonton Oilers are still even passably
in that category — with Connor McDavid — is maddening. The injurybitten Dallas Stars? They can’t go all-in. Edmonton with a fully
operational McDavid should not be thinking the same way or saying the
same things. In related news, their week consisted of trading for Dmitry
Kulikov and getting boat-raced by Calgary(?).
14. New York Rangers
Last week: 15
Record: 21-16-6, 48 points
Dom rank: 15
Sean rank: 14

Dom rank: 11

Dom: My favorite stat this season, by far, is that the New York Rangers
are sixth in the league in goal differential at plus-28. That leads the entire
East Division! And yet, New York is on pace for just an average season
and is extremely unlikely to make the playoffs. I feel like leading the
division in goal differential and missing the playoffs should be
mathematically impossible, but here we are in this weird-ass season.

Sean rank: 11

15. Nashville Predators

Sean: There are a few people in the comments who consistently come at
us for disrespecting the Panthers. After a 1-2 week that closed with a
loss to the team directly ahead of them, I feel like this is where they
should be.

Last week: 16

Dom: Having the Panthers 11th is a reminder of just how top-heavy the
league is this season. Yes, they’re really good, even if we discount them
for the Aaron Ekblad injury and starting Sergei Bobrovsky. But who are
we really putting them ahead of in the top 10?

Sean rank: 15

11. Florida Panthers
Last week: 10
Record: 27-12-5, 59 points

Record: 24-19-1, 49 points
Dom rank: 14

12. Winnipeg Jets

Sean: The deadline would’ve been better by a factor of 10 had the
Predators actually followed through and sold off guys like Mattias
Ekholm, Mikael Granlund and Erik Haula. Instead they … bought … Erik
Gudbranson? And keep winning games? It’s tough to be mad at them,
considering all that. It’s also right to be mad. The amount of magical
thinking required to make this team an actual contender is significant.
Nice run, good effort, all that … but this should’ve been a seller.

Last week: 12

16. Montreal Canadiens

Record: 27-14-3, 57 points

Last week: 14

Dom rank: 12

Record: 18-13-9, 45 points

Sean rank: 12

Dom rank: 16

Dom: The Jets are 5-1-1 in April and looking a lot closer to the team their
record suggests they are. They earned a positive expected goals rate in
five of those seven games and during the stretch sit at 52.7 percent, with
two of the more dominant performances coming against Montreal, a
strong possession team. It’s only the second time this season the Jets
have had a seven-game stretch north of 52 percent, and last season they
didn’t have a single one over 50 percent. You have to go all the way back

Sean rank: 16

Sean: The Leafs.
Dom: April 23’s second-best team? That’s absurd.

Dom: For peak chaos and to bring some much-needed spice back into
the North Division, I really want Montreal to keep losing in regulation to
Calgary. I’ve done the math on what it means for each team’s playoff
chances and now it’s literally all I want in life. Just think of “The Taeks” in
Montreal if the Canadiens miss the playoffs in such a catastrophic
fashion.
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Sean: It’s very fun that the “as long as it doesn’t go past regulation” team
self-destructs against that particular opponent. I’m still reeling over Marc
Bergevin’s deadline performance, by the way. Continually saying “nope,
this is it,” then tinkering some more. The Victor Mete … whatever that
was. Strong chaotic energy. I love it.
17. St. Louis Blues
Last week: 18
Record: 19-17-6, 44 points
Dom rank: 17
Sean rank: 17
Sean: I feel like we’ve had the Blues on Death Watch since we started
doing this, but they’ve rebounded over the last 10 days and won three of
four. Now the Coyotes are circling the drain and the Blues’ playoff
chances are back up to 65 percent. They’re a half-decent team that I was
OK to see stand pat at the deadline. I’m not sure how much you’re
getting for the Mike Hoffmans and Tyler Bozaks of the world. Might as
well see what happens.
Dom: Personally, I think keeping assets just to get your teeth kicked in by
a vastly superior team in the opening round is absolutely the right
strategy for an aging team. Imagine trading expiring contracts for picks,
and then using those picks to acquire talent for next season?
Preposterous.
Sean: That’s why I’ve always called you Lil’ Dougie Armstrong.
18. Chicago Blackhawks
Last week: 20
Record: 20-19-5, 45 points
Dom rank: 18
Sean rank: 18
Dom: Remember the fever pitch around Patrick Kane’s Hart Trophy
campaign a month ago when the Blackhawks looked like they might
actually make the playoffs? Chicago peaked at just over 50 percent at
the beginning of March, as did Kane. Over the last month, Kane’s
production has plateaued a bit with just two goals and 12 points in 14
games, but more alarming are the chances he’s bleeding against. The
Blackhawks have a 40 percent expected goals rate with Kane on the ice
over the last month. A loss Thursday night to the suddenly surging Red
Wings really stings.
19. Dallas Stars
Last week: 19
Record: 16-14-12, 44 points
Dom rank: 19
Sean rank: 19
Sean: Dallas claiming Sami Vatanen was the head-fake move of the
deadline. It felt like an implication that Jamie Oleksiak would be on the
move, which obviously didn’t happen. By the end of the day, that was all
Dallas had done. A couple of days later, we found out that Alex Radulov
and Ben Bishop are done for the season. If that’s what stopped them
from buying, so be it — but it probably should’ve pushed them all the way
into sell mode, even though they still have a 25 percent shot of making
the playoffs. Just a bizarre season. Never felt like the train was on track.
They’re the No. 21 xGF percentage team in the league, and the cavalry
ain’t coming.
20. Arizona Coyotes
Last week: 17
Record: 19-20-5, 43 points

Dom rank: 20
Sean rank: 21
Dom: We finally talked about the actual team and not the beautiful
Kachina jerseys last week, and we bumped them up substantially in the
rankings after it looked like they might actually make the playoffs for
once. And this is how they repay us? Sickening.
Sean: We’re sorry, Mr. Meruelo! Those five consecutive Ls — all us!
Congrats, sir, on increasing your arena capacity to 50 percent, and best
of luck moving forward!
21. Calgary Flames
Last week: 22
Record: 19-21-3, 41 points
Dom rank: 22
Sean rank: 20
Dom: The Flames were 16-21-3 last week and looked lethargic every
night under their new coach — it seemed like all hope was lost. Three
straight wins and suddenly there’s a faint light amidst the darkness. Can
the Flames actually make the playoffs?
They’re sitting at seven percent now, but also have four games coming
up against the team they’re chasing: Montreal. That’s the beauty of the
schedule this season as a head-to-head matchup can very much tilt the
scales. If the Flames win all four, they’re suddenly four points up on the
Habs, who would’ve had three games in hand. It would be a monumental
swing and while the odds are obviously tough when it comes to winning
every game, it’s easy to see a path forward. That would make for a wild
finish in the North.
22. Philadelphia Flyers
Last week: 21
Record: 20-17-6, 46 points
Dom rank: 21
Sean rank: 22
Dom: We’ve (Sean) said a lot of cruel and mean things about Carter Hart
in these power rankings (mostly if not entirely Sean). But that mental
reset has really helped him out in recent weeks, a nice reminder
regarding the human side of all this in the middle of a pandemic.
It’s entirely possible one of the causes of his struggles was seeing us
(Sean) consistently roast him every week. So I think we (Sean) owe Hart
an official apology here.
Sean: If you’re a Flyers fan looking to redirect your anger with Chuck
Fletcher, I’m around. Also, right around the time I saw Hart stop Sidney
Crosby and Kris Letang in a shootout on Thursday, I noticed an AC/DC
lightning bolt on his mask. Lo and behold…
Sean: My first reaction to Couturier’s goal was, “Huh, I don’t think I’ve
ever seen anyone do that.” Always cool to say.
23. Los Angeles Kings
Last week: 24
Record: 16-20-6, 38 points
Dom rank: 23
Sean rank: 23
Sean: The Kings get this spot by virtue of their early-week win over San
Jose in a battle of California’s two best hockey teams. Scintillating.
Naturally, they chased that with two losses and a cumulative 10-4 score
against the Golden Knights. Hey, Alex Iafallo is locked up (four years, $4
million AAV). That’s not bad!
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24. San Jose Sharks
Last week: 23
Record: 18-20-4, 40 points
Dom rank: 24
Sean rank: 24
“Oh shit, the Sharks might actually make the playoffs here?”
*San Jose proceeds to lose three straight to Anaheim by a combined
score of 13-2*
Ah, well, nevertheless. It’s all worth it to make sure Patrick Marleau —
worth minus-0.3 wins this season — breaks the games-played record,
even if those games have severely declined in quality over the past few
seasons.

middle of an 0-3, zero-point stretch despite controlling 56.26 percent of
the expected goals and 54.37 percent of shot attempts at five-on-five.
Either way, this season is lost, and Fitzgerald is looking two years ahead.
Makes sense — though it’d make more sense if they added a pick for
Murray, but we digress.
28. Detroit Red Wings
Last week: 30
Record: 16-23-6, 38 points
Dom rank: 28
Sean rank: 28

Dom rank: 25

Sean: It makes sense that it went largely unsaid — Steve Yzerman made
the “whoa, wasn’t expecting that” move of the deadline with the Anthony
Mantha trade, and that diverted some attention — but it’s still funny: Luke
Glendening still plays for the Red Wings! Monday was supposed to be
The Glendening Show! What the hell happened? Was no GM willing to
comically overpay for a faceoff guy? What is this strange, new world?
Throw in that Marc Staal and Darren Helm are still on the roster, and the
situation gets all the more baffling. On the ice, they’ve won three straight.
They get the bump, in case that doesn’t happen again for a few years.

Sean rank: 26

29. Ottawa Senators

Sean: Remember way back when the Blue Jackets upset the Lightning in
the first round of the playoffs? We tied onions to our belt, which was the
style at the time. Now, to take the ferry cost a nickel, and in those days,
nickels had pictures of bumblebees on ’em. “Gimme five bees for a
quarter,” you’d say. Now where were we … ah. Of the 23 players on the
Blue Jackets’ roster for that series, 10 remain. Goodbye, Nick Foligno,
David Savard and Riley Nash. Whether Jarmo Kekalainen wants to call it
a rebuild or not, he’s stacking assets. Can’t knock him for that. Maybe
next he can trade Patrik Laine for a first-line center.

Last week: 28

25. Columbus Blue Jackets
Last week: 26
Record: 15-21-9, 39 points

26. Vancouver Canucks
Last week: 25
Record: 16-18-3, 35 points
Dom rank: 27
Sean rank: 25
Sean: I feel stupid dropping the Canucks two spots after the week
they’ve had, but whatever. It’s the least of their concerns. Dap to J.T.
Miller for opening his mouth — a tactical Zoom deployment by the
Canucks, might I add — and drawing some more attention to the
disgraceful position the NHL is prepared to put that team in over the next
several weeks. I thought Drance wrote something really good about that,
as well.
Dom: This whole thing has been awful and I hope no Canuck gets
seriously hurt playing under these brutal circumstances. Vancouver very
likely isn’t making the playoffs. These games have no meaning. Just let
them recover in peace and cancel the remaining games. The NHL does
not need to be allergic to points percentage.
Sean: We saw similar stuff late in the NFL season — once these leagues
get close to the finish line without having to straight-up cancel anything,
they were prepped to ram it home, human toll be damned.
27. New Jersey Devils
Last week: 27
Record: 14-22-6, 34 points
Dom rank: 26
Sean rank: 27
Sean: Bit of a weird week in New Jersey. Tom Fitzgerald opted not to
trade pending UFA defenseman Ryan Murray while his team was in the

Record: 14-26-4, 32 points
Dom rank: 29
Sean rank: 29
Dom: Starting goaltender Matt Murray is officially back for the Senators, a
return that has increased Ottawa’s chances of securing a higher draft
pick. That’s worth every penny of his $6.25 million salary, as the team
has built a comfortable three-point cushion over Anaheim for second-tolast.
30. Anaheim Ducks
Last week: 30
Record: 14-23-7, 35 points
Dom rank: 30
Sean rank: 30
Dom: Sean finally got out of writing about Anaheim just in time for the
Ducks to do something interesting. Well, interesting enough for one of
the worst teams in the league. The Ducks might have something in 27year-old journeyman goaltender Anthony Stolarz, who has a .943 save
percentage in five games for Anaheim this season. He’s got some really
solid numbers in the AHL over the last two seasons, too. With John
Gibson not looking remotely like himself over the past two seasons and
Ryan Miller likely retiring, Stolarz looks somewhat promising in a small
sample this year. He can push Gibson next season, though this team is
obviously a long way away from being competitive.
31. Buffalo Sabres
Last week: 31
Record: 11-25-7
Dom rank: 31
Sean rank: 31
Dom: If you’re a betting person, here’s a fun fact for you: the Sabres
have covered the spread (+1.5 in hockey) in 10 of their last 11 games.
And I was still too chickenshit to do it last night in a win against the
Capitals because betting against Washington always makes me nervous.
Hate to see it.
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Sean: I miss the middle of the Sabres’ losing streak (or pointless streak,
or whatever we’re supposed to call it), when oddsmakers steadily refused
to make them 2.5-goal underdogs despite playing some of the worst
hockey any of us have ever seen. If I had any courage, I’d have wound
up with a down payment on a house. Alas, I too am a fearful man.
The Athletic LOADED: 04.17.2021
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The Athletic / DGB Grab Bag: NHL trade deadline edition

Toronto Maple Leafs: Nick Foligno learned a lot about what it takes to
win from watching his dad play for the Leafs during their 1993 run, which
will come in handy if Toronto ends up facing any goalies who need a
roundhouse kick to the head.
Boston Bruins: Taylor Hall will be coming to a team that only has like two
healthy NHL-caliber defensemen these days, which will be a difficult
adjustment since that’s twice as many as he’s used to.
Winnipeg Jets: Kevin Cheveldayoff had several productive conversations
and should be well-positioned to land a difference-maker on the blue line
when the deadline arrives next week and what’s that? (Checks calendar.)
Oh no.
The three stars of comedy

By Sean McIndoe Apr 16, 2021

From the headlines
The NHL trade deadline was this week, which you probably missed
because it’s a very obscure event that doesn’t get a lot of media
coverage. But if so, don’t worry — I’ve got you covered. My spies have
spent the last few days checking in with sources around the league, and
will get you caught up on the teams that made the most news this week.
Buffalo Sabres: Kevyn Adams is being widely criticized for the Bruins
deal but really had no other options since Taylor Hall would only accept a
trade to a single team, he assumes, since that would explain that one
finger Hall kept holding up whenever he tried to ask him about it.
San Jose Sharks: Spent most of the deadline acting as a cap-space
broker for other teams, which was kind of cool, since it gave us a rare
chance to use the word “broker” for the Sharks in a context other than as
the answer to the question, “How broke could you get if you spent the
last few years betting on the Sharks to win games?”
Vegas Golden Knights: Went into the deadline with high picks to trade
and just one goal in mind, apparently, since that’s all that Mattias
Janmark has managed to score in the last month.
Tampa Bay Lightning: David Savard fills their single biggest need
heading into the postseason, in the sense that he’s probably capable of
reminding them to activate Nikita Kucherov from LTIR the second the
regular season is over.
Colorado Avalanche: You ever get a thing and you think you still have the
thing but then you can’t find the thing and you end up having to go and
get the thing again? Anyway, they traded for Carl Soderberg.
Columbus Blue Jackets: The single most important decision a smart GM
can make is to know when his team can’t realistically win a Cup and
reload for the future by moving out expiring contracts for high picks and
prospects at just the right time, but since it’s not 2019 anymore I guess
they’ll have to settle for doing it now.
Pittsburgh Penguins: Reminded you that Jeff Carter exists.
Washington Capitals: Brian MacLellan is getting kind of sick of hearing
about how Steve Yzerman is some sort of Jedi when in reality he simply
had to meet his asking price because Anthony Mantha is a good young
player, draft picks were the best assets he could offer in return, and
these were not the droids he was looking for.
Florida Panthers: Supplemented the roster by bringing in players from
the Flames, Devils and Sabres who all know how to win, because they’ve
done it a combined four times in the last month.
New York Islanders: Added respected veteran Kyle Palmieri in a deal
that was such a strong fit that we all just apparently decided to ignore
how truly weird that whole “You’re not allowed to have a beard because
an old man who works here doesn’t like how they look” thing is.

The third star: Jake Muzzin – If he has this much trouble skating while
being chased by somebody that’s 2-feet tall, wait until he gets to the
playoffs against Cole Caufield.
The second star: The Sabres did their best – Look, laugh all you want,
but this was still like the third most successful moment they’ve had this
season.
The first star: Sam Ali – He’s a sportscaster in Duluth and he doesn’t
have the rights to show college hockey highlights, and he wasn’t going to
let that stop him.
New entries for the hockey dictionary
Luke Glendening was on every trade board this year. Luke Glendening
did not get traded. Luke Glendening is now on every trade board for next
year. The trade board has always been at war with Luke Glendening.
Seriously, what’s this guy’s deal? If you’re not a Red Wings fan, do you
have any memory of seeing him play? Do you even know what position
he plays? Is he 22 or 37? Is he even a real player, or does he just blink
into existence for two weeks before every deadline?
I’m not completely sure, but I know two things: He’ll be rumored to be
available for a second-round pick at every deadline, and he will never
actually be traded. But the trade board people love him more than I love
my own children. And I think we can turn that into something useful.
So today, I’m proposing …
The Glendening Line – The spot on any deadline trade board in which
Luke Glendening appears. Every player above him will be interesting,
and every player below him will not.
Once you reach the Glendening Line, you can pretty much stop reading,
because do you really care about trade targets that are considered less
important than Luke Glendening?
That makes it a useful tool to gauge how good a given deadline might be.
When the trade boards start showing up, you can check how far they go
before reaching the Glendening Line. If the line appears far down a list,
get ready for action. If it arrives early, you can probably take the day off.
This year, our last version of the board drew the Glendening Line five
entries in, which suggested a very quiet deadline. And that’s exactly what
we got. The system works!
Obscure former player of the week
This week’s obscure player is Bart Crashley, for three reasons.
First of all, the dude’s name was Bart Crashley. That’s amazing. It
sounds like the hero in a side-scrolling 1980s video game where a
hockey player has to fight his way through streets full of knife-wielding
karate gangs. Easily a top 10 all-time NHL name.
The second reason is that Bart Crashley was Doc Emrick’s favorite
player, and that’s just kind of cool.
The third reason, and the one that fits with this week’s deadline theme, is
that Bart Crashley was really good at being part of important trades. To
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tell that part of his story, we should probably get into who this guy
actually was.
Bart Crashley, and yes I do plan to write out his whole name every time,
thanks for noticing, was a defenseman who came up in the 1960s. He
had a couple of appearances for the Red Wings in the years leading up
to expansion, but broke through with his first full season in 1967-68,
playing 57 games and recording 16 points. He had some offensive skill,
but this was in the days before Bobby Orr had redefined the position, so
old-timey Red Wings coach Sid Abel wasn’t a big fan. After another year
in the minors, Bart Crashley was traded for the first time, going to
Montreal in the Pete Mahovlich trade.
He never got a chance with that stacked Habs team, but was picked by
the Islanders in the 1972 expansion draft. He chose to sign in the WHA
instead, and spent two seasons there before the Islanders sent his NHL
rights to Kansas City as part of the deal that sent Bob Bourne to the
Islanders. He reported to the Scouts, but lasted just two months before
they sent him to Detroit in the Guy Charron deal.
Bart Crashley played well in Detroit, recording a career-high 17 points in
a half season, before being traded one more time. This was the big one,
as he was sent to Los Angeles in a package with some kid named Marcel
Dionne. He lasted just four games with the Kings before his NHL career
was over. Bart Crashley, not Marcel Dionne.
All told, Bart Crashley played 140 games in parts of six NHL seasons,
racking up 43 points. He never won an award or even played in the
postseason, but the guys in his trades did a little better – Mahovlich and
Bourne combined to win eight Cups with their new teams, and Dionne
became the league’s top scorer.
Also, Bart Crashley looked exactly as awesome as you would expect a
dude named Bart Crashley to look.
(Thanks to reader Troy for the suggestion.)
Classic YouTube clip breakdown
One of the big names rumored to be available at the deadline was Ducks
defenseman Josh Manson. But if you settled in front of your TV on
Monday to follow all of the day’s deals, Manson’s name was nowhere to
be found, as the Ducks mostly took the day off.
That’s OK. We’ll just go back to an earlier clip of Josh Manson. Like, a lot
earlier. In fact, I feel pretty safe in saying this is his TV debut.
It’s Oct. 29, 1991, and we’re jumping into the evening sports news on
Edmonton’s CFRN. Our clip begins, as most Dave Manson news clips
do, with a big “SUSPENSION” headline. This time it isn’t about Manson,
though, and we only catch the tail end of the story. We don’t hear the
name of the player involved, but given the timing we can assume it’s a
reference to Toronto’s Mike Krushelnyksi getting four games for trying to
break his stick over Red Wings forward Brent Fedyk. Or, as it was known
back then, “a Norris Division handshake.”
We also hear about a trade, and as per the law of probability, this one
involves Brent Ashton, who’s headed to Boston for Obscure Player
alumni Petri Skriko. The bigger trade news involves a deal that isn’t
happening, as the Nordiques are refusing to trade Eric Lindros. Take
your time, Quebec, the last thing a terrible team can afford to do is move
a first overall pick for next-to-nothing.
Now that we’re all caught up on NHL news, it’s time for our feature.
Reporter Lisa Miller has the story of Manson, the newest Oilers
defenseman after a surprising trade that went down on the eve of the
season opener. Trades are always tough on players, but this one
especially so – the Mansons were days away from welcoming their first
child.
That’s … that’s kind of an awful thing to do to a player, right? OK, just
making sure. It’s cool though, it’s not like Manson literally fought and bled
for your team. I’d mention that the Hawks GM at the time was Mike
Keenan but I’m guessing you already figured that part out.

The good news is that Manson was able to get back to Chicago to
witness the birth of his son. And with that, we’re introduced to Joshua
David Manson, all of three weeks old and making the first of what will
turn out to be many appearances on a sports highlight show.
Manson’s wife Lana is diplomatic about the trade and its timing, and
Dave admits that it can be tough to hear your name in rumors. By the
way, let’s acknowledge that Dave Manson had some fantastic early ’90s
hockey hair. You can have your Jaromir Jagr or Ziggy Palffy, but not
many guys can pull off blow-dried side part/mullet combo.
Miller informs us that Manson doesn’t shy away from the physical side of
the game — fact check: true — and we transition into one of the weirder
moments you’ll ever see in a TV interview: A man holding an adorable
sleeping baby explaining why he’s been nicknamed after a notorious cult
leader and serial killer. Too bad he didn’t play a few decades later, he
would have just been called “Davesy” and that would have been it.
We also find out that Manson likes country music and that his favorite
movie is “Gone With The Wind.” Yeah, Manson was always an
interesting guy. This Chicago newspaper feature from earlier in 1991
gets into some of that, with both Dave and Lana explaining how he didn’t
fit the typical NHL enforcer mold. It also contains an interesting story
about Manson passing out in his underwear on Marc Bergevin’s kitchen
counter, because he contains multitudes.
Let’s pause here to address something you might be wondering about:
Manson’s voice. It’s … well, it’s completely normal, and that’s sort of
weird, because if you’ve seen Manson interviewed any time in the last
few decades, you know he had a very distinctively raspy voice that we
don’t hear in this clip. That’s because the moment that causes it — a
punch to the throat from Sergio Momesso that did permanent damage to
his vocal cords — is literally days away from happening. That lifechanging fight came on Nov. 3, 1991, five days after this interview airs.
So how’s Dave doing with his new dad duties? Pretty well, according to
Lana, as we get another shot of baby Josh dozing his way through his
big TV debut. And with that happy ending, our clip is done. Miller quickly
teases her next feature, which is on Louie DeBrusk because apparently
her beat is “New Oilers whose kids will feature prominently in NHL trade
deadline rumors in 30 years.”
Let’s close with an epilogue on the Manson fam- uh, Dave and his
relatives. Here’s a more recent story about Lana and Dave and what
would become a family of four kids. Lana battled cancer a few years ago,
but the treatment was successful. And Dave and Lana are grandparents
now, with Josh and wife Julie welcoming their first child a year ago.
Thankfully, he was not traded a few days before.
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks emerge from COVID-19 outbreak looking to
finish disastrous season

Iain MacIntyre
April 16, 2021, 10:00 PM

VANCOUVER — Given two more days to prepare for the worst month of
their hockey careers, the Vancouver Canucks will have a full lineup when
they end an unprecedented 24-day layoff Sunday against the Toronto
Maple Leafs.
They don’t know who will be coaching (bench boss Travis Green was
among the hardest hit by the organization’s COVID-19 outbreak) or who
will be playing (except injured star Elias Pettersson won’t), but at least
the Canucks will have a team. They wouldn’t have had one Friday had
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the NHL not revised Vancouver’s schedule a second time and pushed
back its re-entry into the stretch drive for the Stanley Cup Playoffs.

timing but not severity of the illness, are winger Jake Virtanen and
defenceman Nate Schmidt.

With 19 games in 32 days, the Canucks may well finish a regular season
that has been officially declared a disaster while the top four teams in the
Canadian division are playing playoff games.

But numerous players are still struggling with their health, and all will
need to regain full fitness, making it impossible to accurately project the
Canucks’ lineup. Some who play Sunday may be unable to play Tuesday
in the rematch against Toronto.

After a year in which the NHL thought it had seen everything, it turned
out nobody had seen anything like the Canucks’ COVID-19 outbreak,
which was made exceptional – and especially dangerous – because it
was driven by the aggressive P.1 variant.
None of the league’s earlier outbreaks, including those similar in scope
and duration to the Canucks’ crisis, were caused by any of the
coronavirus variants that have built a gigantic third wave in Canada.
A Canucks' official described it this week like this: 10 days into the NHL’s
earlier major outbreaks, nearly all the players involved had recovered
enough to resume training; 10 days into the P.1 variant outbreak in
Vancouver, not only were a lot of players still sick but a few were actually
getting worse.
Green still has not returned to Rogers Arena, but general manager Jim
Benning said Friday that Green might be able to run practice on
Saturday. We may never know because the Canucks have closed their
practices to the media, although Benning and captain Bo Horvat were
available to reporters Friday on Zoom calls.
Benning used a toned-down version of the 10-day coronavirus
comparison during his press conference.
“It's something that obviously the NHL has never seen before and, I
guess. . . the world has really never seen it before either,” Horvat said of
P.1, which originated in Brazil and was rare in North America when the
NHL season began but has lately turned Metro Vancouver into a global
hot spot for the variant. “It's going to take some time to get the right
protocols in place to deal with stuff like this.
“I've had the flu before and a lot of people have on this team, and it
doesn't hit you like a normal flu. I'm just being honest and, obviously,
speaking from personal experience. It's not something you want to get,
and it's not something that you want to see your family go through either.”
Despite self-isolating in the basement of his home, Horvat said he
passed the virus on to his wife, Holly. The couple’s nine-month-old son,
Gunnar, has not been tested, Bo said.
“The thing with this virus is that it affects everybody so differently, and
you're not sure how it's going to affect you on a day-to-day basis,” he
said. “I think mentally it's draining that way because one day you feel
better and the next day you don't, and you're back to square one again. It
was taxing on a lot of guys, especially when families started getting it.”
It was partly out of concern for family that Canucks winger J.T. Miller
spoke out Wednesday about the “dangerous” schedule the NHL – with
support from the NHL Players’ Association – had given the Canucks,
saying five games in seven nights starting with back-to-backs Friday and
Saturday were not safe for players.

The Canucks on Friday recalled defencemen Ashton Sautner and
Brogan Rafferty on an emergency basis. Another blue-liner, Jack
Rathbone, has been summoned from the Utica Comets but must fulfill a
seven-day travel quarantine. Winger Matthew Highmore and defenceman
Madison Bowey are still serving their travel quarantines after being
acquired by the Canucks at Monday’s trade deadline.
*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time.
Winger Tanner Pearson is expected to return from the injured list, but
Pettersson, out since March 2 with a reported wrist injury, may be gone
for the season after seeing a specialist on Wednesday.
“He's going to continue to rehab, but we don't have a timeline yet as to
when he's going to be back — if he's going to be back at all,” Benning
said.
It was more bad news in a season full of it for the Canucks.
“These are world-class athletes that we're talking about and some of
them were buckled getting through this virus,” Benning said. “A lot of the
family members, wives and kids ended up testing positive through all
this. For the players to get it was one thing, but then when they're dealing
with family members, too, it just made it really hard. We've tried to
support the players and their families through all of this and get them
through all this and I'm hoping now that we're kind of on the other side of
it and we can keep moving forward.”
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.17.2021
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets extend contention window by locking down Adam
Lowry

Ken Wiebe
April 16, 2021, 4:45 PM

WINNIPEG - It would have been natural for Adam Lowry to at least wait
to see what was out there on the open market.
Months away from reaching unrestricted free agency for the first time in
his NHL career, Lowry had earned the right to be wooed by the 31 other
teams in the NHL, with the Seattle Kraken set to begin play in the fall of
2021.

Miller’s comments reverberated around the hockey world, led to a virtual
team meeting that night with the NHLPA and schedule revisions
Thursday and Friday.

The temptation would have been palpable, with Lowry nearing the end of
a three-year deal that carried an average annual value of $2.917 million.

Horvat made it clear Friday that Miller spoke for everyone on the team.

At 28 years of age and with 452 NHL games under his belt, there aren’t
many opportunities to try and cash in.

“We were collectively talking about it and just, obviously, reaching out to
our teammates to see how they were feeling. . . and if they felt like they
were going to be ready to go on Friday,” Horvat said. “And a lot of guys,
obviously, were feeling the same way as J.T. was. He expressed how he
felt and basically he spoke on behalf of the team about how we all felt. I
think it was needed and kind of got the ball rolling.”
Without identifying them, Benning said Friday there are still three players
sick enough to be ruled out of the Canucks’ return. The only ones
remaining on the NHL’s COVID Protocol List, which is based on the

Frequent linemate Brandon Tanev left the Jets in the summer of 2019,
inking a six-year deal worth $21 million ($3.5 million) with the Pittsburgh
Penguins.
Could there have been similar spoils on the horizon had Lowry chosen to
go down that path instead of staying put?
There’s little doubt Lowry ran the risk of leaving some money on the table
had there been a bidding war for his services, but he also secured some
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stability at a time when hockey’s middle class of wage earners is in grave
danger of feeling the pinch this summer - and most likely beyond.
Ultimately, Lowry came to the conclusion he didn’t need to find out if the
grass might actually be greener somewhere else.
As exhilarating as it might be to see how you might fit in a new
organization, Lowry knows what to expect and exactly where he slots in
with the Jets and what’s expected of him.
Lowry also knows how much he is valued and appreciated by the Jets
and it’s important not to underestimate what that is worth to a player.
By agreeing to a five-year contract extension that carries an AAV of
$3.25 million, Lowry bypassed that opportunity to remain with the
organization that chose him in the third round (67th overall) of the 2011
NHL Draft.
“Starting here, being drafted here, it’s one of those things if you have the
opportunity to play your whole career with one organization, you want to
jump at that opportunity,” said Lowry. “The first chance to go to
unrestricted free agency can sometimes be enticing, but knowing the
coaching staff here, knowing what the organization’s like, it’s such a hard
opportunity to pass up, being able to sign this extension. I know my role
in this organization, I love my teammates, I love playing for this team. I’m
thrilled I got it done.”
The contract is similar (with a slightly higher AAV) than the one signed by
Philadelphia Flyers 2012 first-rounder Scott Laughton (five years, $15
million) earlier this week.
Lowry is beloved by Jets head coach Paul Maurice, who often
emboldens his line with the opportunity to go head-to-head with the most
gifted offensive players on the opposition.
That includes matchups with the likes of Auston Matthews and John
Tavares of the Toronto Maple Leafs and Connor McDavid and Leon
Draisaitl of the Edmonton Oilers, who will serve as the opponent for the
Jets on Saturday (with a revised puck drop of 6:15 p.m. CT) to open a
six-game homestand.
It’s a role Lowry relishes, along with his spot alongside Andrew Copp on
the Jets’ top penalty-killing unit.
Because of the decisions that lie ahead for the expansion draft, there
were suggestions the Jets should just agree to a handshake deal before
making things official - which would allow the organization to protect
another forward from Seattle.
But there was more to be gained by the Jets than by Lowry in that
scenario.
Besides, it wasn’t worth the risk of potentially seeing Lowry walk out the
door as a free agent.
That’s why the deal got done when it did.
“It happened very fairly quickly,” said Lowry. “I talked to (Jets GM Kevin
Cheveldayoff) and he mentioned that generally Winnipeg doesn’t do a lot
of extensions mid-season. They generally wait for the start of the season
or the end of the season to get it done.
“But I think it was important we both wanted to get a deal done, we both
wanted to reach a deal, and both sides made that known. I’m happy it
didn’t take too long and we were able to come to terms that I think we’re
both happy with. It was one of those things that it’s nice to have out of the
way, it’s nice to know where I’ll be.”
Lowry becomes the latest in a long line of core pieces that has been
willing to commit long-term to the Jets, joining the likes of captain Blake
Wheeler, Mark Scheifele, Kyle Connor, Nikolaj Ehlers, Josh Morrissey
and Connor Hellebuyck.
“It shows a commitment to winning and it shows a commitment that these
guys have and the belief they have in the group around us,” said Lowry.
“You look at the makeup of our team, we’ve got a Vezina-calibre goalie,

he gives you a chance to win every night. We have some elite, elite
scorers and we have some good pieces on the back end, and a lot of
young players that are coming up that are going to have positive
contributions - a good mix of veterans and young guys. Those guys
committing long term shows their belief in what we have, what we’ve
been building, and what we’re trying to accomplish here.
“Hopefully I can live up to my end of the bargain and provide solid value
for us. You look at the makeup of our team, I believe we're close to
having a team that has a chance to challenge for the Stanley Cup and I'm
really looking forward to that.”
Lowry is in the midst of an impressive bounce-back season.
His offensive numbers (eight goals, 20 points in 44 games) are up after
enduring an injury-riddled campaign and what you won’t find in the
traditional stats sheet is Lowry’s continued emergence as part of the Jets
leadership group.
Although he doesn’t wear a letter, he’s a well-respected voice and would
certainly be in the mix to be given one in future seasons.
By locking up Lowry, the Jets continue their commitment to having
incredible depth down the middle.
Going into next season, the Jets figure to have Mark Scheifele, PierreLuc Dubois and Lowry handling the top-three spots on the depth chart,
with prospect David Gustafsson likely ready to move into the fourth-line
role.
There aren’t many teams in the NHL with that combination of size and
skill at the centre position.
It’s the type of group that can create some major headaches when it
comes to the matchup game and Lowry is the type of player whose style
is well-suited for playoff hockey, when the intensity rises and things can
get more physical.
Lowry leads the Jets with 132 hits and is known around the league as
someone who can make life difficult for the guy he’s lined up against.
As for the impact on the roster moving forward, the Jets have just over
$38.5 million invested in nine forwards for next season (not including
Bryan Little, who remains on long-term injury reserve with a cap hit of
$5.291 million).
In a flat-cap world, a significant raise is coming for Copp up front and
Neal Pionk on the back end, with decisions still to come for pending
unrestricted free agents like forwards Paul Stastny and Mathieu Perreault
and defencemen Derek Forbort and Tucker Poolman.
The Jets won’t be able to keep all of those players, plus they’re going to
lose a contributing player or future asset (or prospect) to the Kraken.
But by locking up Lowry, the Jets took another important step in the
process of ensuring their window to win can remain open for multiple
years.
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.17.2021
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Sportsnet.ca / What Leafs' Galchenyuk can do better to stay in lineup
come playoffs

Justin Bourne
April 16, 2021, 2:13 PM

Two weeks ago, I opened a “Leafs needs” article heading into the trade
deadline by talking about their need for a top-nine forward (Hello, Nick
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Foligno), and more specifically, about Alex Galchenyuk. I explained that
it’s not impossible that what the Leafs have found in him (quality play) is
real and lasting, but that it probably isn’t smart to bet on it as your one
and only plan. My reasoning wasn’t overly hot-takey, I don’t think, as I
mentioned that his laudable NHL credentials (size, seasons of quality
output, age, high pick) combined with worse teams than the Leafs cutting
ties with him points to likely deficiencies in his game.
With the deadline behind us, and with injuries thrusting Galchenyuk into
an even bigger role on the Leafs’ top line, two things look clear to me.
One is that he can hang talent-wise and effort-wise in that roster slot, his
goal to open the scoring on Thursday is an example of that. But two is he
won’t get many looks there in the playoffs – if he stays in the lineup at all
– if he doesn’t prioritize the defensive obligations that exist … in the
offensive zone.
What I mean by “defensive obligations in the offensive zone” is simply a
matter of not getting lured in by the siren song of the hockey puck, and
when necessary, staying out in the safe parts of the rink where the play
stays in front of you, at least until your team wins said puck back.
Sometimes these rotations look complicated, but as a forward you really
just have to notice one thing (maybe that the guy who was F3 is diving in
after the puck, or that a D-man is pinching down), and you simply have to
cover that more defensive spot for a hot sec.
Thursday night, Galchenyuk got pulled out of those rotations by the
temptations of offence, directing contributing to two Leafs goals against.
Let’s look at them, and we’ll finish by discussing what this weakness
means for the Leafs. Because if they decide they can’t trust him on a
good offensive line, will there be a spot for him at all in playoffs?
*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time.
The first goal we’ll look at is Kyle Connor’s first that puts the Jets up 2-1
in the opening frame. Have a look before we talk about what went wrong.
The play started moments before this with a Galchenyuk dump-in and
forecheck that was pretty standard and uneventful. The puck switched
sides left to right, John Tavares stayed on it, and Galchenyuk reattacked
with a good route as F2.
Marner, as he so often does, takes on the role as high forward, staying
above the play.
If you’re Sheldon Keefe, you can’t complain about how the battle plays
out in terms of early positioning. When the puck is down low in a 2-on-2,
it’s mostly a battle of effort and technique and luck to come up with it,
while Marner stays above.
The next picture (below) is great. The Jets left winger seems strangely
low, but it makes sense given they’re still sorting out puck possession –
meaning it’s not exactly d-zone coverage positioning yet – and the Leafs
are in really good spots as the battle moves along. (That includes Jake
Muzzin creeping down as the middle defender. If the Leafs get the puck,
he can be on offence, if the Jets get it, his gap will be tighter than if he
were pulled way out).

And it doesn’t take much, but if he just takes a more defensive route, he’s
in this lane on the backcheck. At one point, he was directly above the guy
who eventually scores the goal. If he comes straight back as the play
changed sides, he might even be skating backwards alongside Justin
Holl. (Holl, for what it’s worth, looks like he wants to skate forwards at
Scheifele to defend him, trusting he has help on the other side.)
It’s not a big gaffe, not at all, but Connor was his guy.
Watch it again in full if you like.
Next shift though, the Leafs are in the offensive zone, and they win a
draw back to Jake Muzzin, who fires one wide. Ten seconds later the
Jets score.
The puck goes into the corner, and the weak-side defender – Justin Holl
– is in the best spot to apply pressure and try to win back the puck. Mitch
Marner sees the Jets have a forward looking to fly the zone to get on
offence (and open ice where he’s skating), and hustles to get back with
him. That’s kind of key here – Marner is again taking on that F3 role as
high forward concerned with defence.
Because of that, when Holl goes down into the play, and with Tavares
below him in the offensive zone, this is another simple read for
Galchenyuk. Just pull out and fill Holl’s spot until that battle is sorted out.
D down, forward out.
The thing is he does take on the roll of Holl, sort of, but where he ends up
is not where a D-man plays while their forwards are in a 2-on-2 battle
along the wall. They’re either in the battle or out of the battle, not in no
man’s land, neither helping nor in a safe defensive spot. (This might have
been better had he entirely not covered for Holl’s pinch, and instead just
got into the battle.)
The puck squirts out into the middle, and because Marner has been
minding Pierre-Luc Dubois outside the zone, he’s got a good view of that,
and can jump down to grab the loose puck. In theory, anyway. Dubois
does a good job tying up his stick, and that’s all it takes for a pretty
harmless moment to turn into an uncontested breakaway.
It’s a matter of inches, because look in the frame below how much higher
Galchenyuk would’ve had to be to have body position on Scheifele – like
maybe a step or two? If he just had his skates on the blue covering for
Holl, this isn’t anywhere near dangerous, it’s a dead play and maybe an
O-zone possession.
So now he’s flat-footed and Scheifele is gone. Speaking of no man’s
land, Muzzin gets caught by a matter of circumstance. The play likely
looks harmless to him (until it doesn’t), so he’s likely thinking he’ll just
gap up a bit before pulling back to defend a possible rush, and because
of the way he had already decided to turn in that gap-up pivot, he’s
absolutely cooked.
This below is a great example of how hockey screenshots lie, because
while the image doesn’t look like much in still form, even a moving frame
or two show you it’s a clear breakaway.

The puck gets pushed back behind the net, and the rotation here is pretty
black and white. F3 can reattack, becoming F1, the next closest forward
to the puck (in this case Tavares) can join him as F2 in the hunt, and the
farthest forward from it all can pull straight out above the fray and take on
the role of F3.

A less than two-second GIF:

Above, Muzzin is in the right spot to pinch down on the wall, which
makes for a pretty simple rotation too. As he heads down the wall, his D
partner can slide over, and F3 can step into the spot that other defender
previously occupied. Galchenyuk’s got to get back now – you can feel the
direction of the threat tipping.

So the question, then, is how much of a big deal do you believe those
positional errors to be? They weren’t much, were they? Do you believe
them to be the type of one-offs that happen to all players, or do you
believe they’re indicative of a player who doesn’t excel at that part of the
game, and can’t be trusted?

But Galchenyuk doesn’t pull straight back – he first comes laterally
across the net, presumably lured by the puck’s enticing melody, just long
enough to notice that things are breaking down and the Jets are getting
out of the zone.

Making that assessment is a big part of coaching. Because you can find
the best defensive forwards in the league – Mark Stone, Ryan O'Reilly,
Patrice Bergeron, you name it – doing the same things Galchenyuk did in
those clips, and far worse. It happens to everyone, sometimes. On the

It’s just a positioning thing. Marner gets tied up, fine, but Galchenyuk is in
the wrong spot and Muzzin happens to be turning the wrong way.
You can watch it all again here.
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other hand, some players are extremely gifted but that spatial perception,
that ability to read plays and how they could unfold, it never comes.

Every week throughout the 2020-21 season, we're highlighting a handful
of rookie performances and milestones from around the league.

Sometimes players who struggle at that part of the game can come to
understand they’re being judged on it, they can always hedge on the
defensive side of things, and for a while you can get the good parts of
their game with that defensive bent. But that doesn’t last forever because
those players eventually get comfortable, and it’s not natural to them.

Bernard-Docker makes his NHL debut

Generalities aside, I think this is an issue with Galchenyuk’s game that
plenty of teams have taken note of, and something the Leafs will have to
consider heading into playoffs. If he’s a guy that is on notice that
positioning is hyper-important to his spot on the depth chart, they can
probably get gains from having him in. That probably means he’s best
utilized coming in and out of the lineup, knowing he’s on unstable ground.
That’s not a fun way to play, but it is the NHL and not house hockey, and
if he wants to stay in the league it might just have to be the way it is until
another team wants to give him a contract with term.
I don’t know where the Leafs sit on this, but let’s face it – if you’re
nervous about a player’s ability to execute his role in the system, you’re
probably not comfortable with them playing big minutes for you in your
top-six. And if Galchenyuk isn’t in the top-six, will he still give you that
same effort with a heightened defensive commitment in your bottom-six?
Is he even the type of guy you want in that bottom-six if you’re hoping for
shutdown minutes, or physical minutes, or PK minutes?
If the Leafs are healthy in the playoffs and you have Galchenyuk doubts,
it probably looks something like this:
Hyman-Matthews-Marner
Foligno-Tavares-Nylander
Mikheyev-Nash-Kerfoot
Some mix of Thornton-Galchenyuk-Engvall-Spezza-Simmonds
(Robertson?)
If Galchenyuk is at his best though, and you feel you can play him a lot, it
looks like:
Hyman-Matthews-Marner
Galchenyuk-Tavares-Nylander
Mikheyev-Nash-Foligno
Some mix of Thornton-Engvall-Kerfoot-Spezza-Simmonds (Robertson?)
Your bottom-six gets a lot better when Galchenyuk pushes good players
down. Looking at those two groups though, the group with Galchenyuk
out of the top-nine looks more preferable to my eye, and I’m not sure
they’d want him on that fourth line because of the type of minutes they’d
want to give those players.
I’m sure the Leafs are hoping he can lock down that part of his game,
because a good Galchenyuk makes them a deeper group. I imagine his
play over the next 12 games, and his attentiveness there, will make a
difference in how their lineup looks on Night 1 of the playoffs.
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Rookie Notebook: Lightning's Ross Colton keeps
coming up clutch

Emily Sadler
April 16, 2021, 2:26 PM

When the Ottawa Senators traded veteran Erik Gudbranson to the
Nashville Predators on Monday, it opened the door for another piece of
the club's rebuild to take his place on the blue line. Fresh off his sevenday quarantine and with just a single NHL practice under his belt, Jacob
Bernard-Docker suited up for the Senators for the first time Wednesday
night -- a last-minute insertion into the lineup after defenceman Nikita
Zaitsev was deemed unable to play due to injury.
Despite being informed of his debut just an hour prior to lacing up his
skates for the rite-of-passage solo lap pregame, Bernard-Docker looked
poised out there, clearly getting more comfortable by the minute for all
15:33 against the Winnipeg Jets. As he suited up alongside Thomas
Chabot for the most part, Senators fans got a first glimpse of what could
be the club's top pairing of the future.
"There were a couple of times on the point there, he made a couple of
good offensive plays," Senators head coach D.J. Smith said post-game
(quotes via Wayne Scanlan). "With his head up. He’s a real smart player.
He sees what’s going on, and as he learns the pace and adjusts to
practice he’ll continue to get better."
With all the impressive prospects still developing in the system, including
Bernard-Docker's UND teammate Jake Sanderson who opted to return
for his sophomore year, so too will this young defensive core.
Bernard-Docker is the fourth NCAA player to make his NHL debut since
the 2020-21 college season came to an end, and with Montreal
announcing earlier Friday the call-up of Cole Caufield, he definitely won't
be the last...
Robertson makes history in Dallas
The 2020-21 season has not been kind to the Dallas Stars, and their
place in the standings is reflective of the obstacles they've had to endure.
Among the bright spots, however, is Jason Robertson. The rookie
forward continues to put up points, is getting more top-line time alongside
Roope Hintz and Joe Pavelski, and has the club shouting his name into
Calder conversations -- which is right where it belongs, considering his
performance this year. He's third in goals (12) and points (30) among his
Stars teammates, behind Pavelski and Hintz, and fourth on the team in
assists (18).
Those numbers, accrued in 37 games this year, thrust him into some
pretty impressive franchise history.
They also have him sitting second in goals and points among all NHL
rookies this year (Minnesota's Kirill Kaprizov remains in the top spot in
both categories) while his plus-13 rating is tops among all first-year
players.
Shesterkin heats up with back-to-back shutouts
New York Rangers goaltender Igor Shesterkin started the week with a
10-9-3 record. Five days later, the rookie has two shutouts to his name
after a pair of contests against the New Jersey Devils.
As noted in the graphic above, Shesterkin is the second rookie netminder
to do so this season -- New York Islanders goalie Ilya Sorokin registered
two consecutive shutouts in February, though his starts came 12 days
apart as the club was moderating his playing time.
Three other first-year goalies have posted at least two shutouts this
season: Chicago's Kevin Lankinen, Minnesota's Kaapo Kahkonen and
Carolina's Alex Nedeljkovic, who leads his peers with three.
Tampa Bay's Colton keeps coming up clutch
When it comes to cap management, it kind of feels like Tampa Bay
Lightning general manager Julien BriseBois is out here playing chess
while the rest of us are still dusting off the checkerboard. We can say the
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same thing about the Lightning's ability to cash in on mid-round picks.
The latest case in point: Ross Colton.
The 24-year-old's NHL career got off to a hot start in February when he
scored the game-winning goal against Carolina in his debut, and he
hasn't really cooled off since. Eight games in March brought four points
(another game-winning goal and three assists) and April is already
yielding some pretty amazing production. In eight games this month,
Colton has scored six goals (including two more game-winners). That
puts him in some pretty elite company:
Colton hasn't been getting a ton of ice time -- he's currently averaging
10:03 per game through 17 appearances, with Thursday's 13:38 against
Florida his highest total to date -- but he's making a pretty big impact
when he's out there.
Drafted in the fourth round (118th overall) in 2016, he's got teammates
piling on the praise and drawing comparisons to another talented midrounder in Anthony Cirelli.
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.17.2021
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets not going away quietly as they close in on first in
North Division

Ken Wiebe
April 16, 2021, 9:36 AM

WINNIPEG — At least publicly, the Winnipeg Jets resisted the urge to
make a profound declaration.
There was no bulletin-board material to supply.
No talk of how they measure up and no subtle messages sent.
To them, this was simply another day at the office against a team they
have a great deal of respect for.
Sure, a tidy 5-2 victory Thursday over the Toronto Maple Leafs was a
welcome way to wrap up a five-game trip (where the Jets went 4-1),
concluding a gruelling stretch of 17 of 22 games played on the road.
But before jumping on a plane to prepare for a Saturday night game
against the Edmonton Oilers, the Jets were all business and weren’t
about to be drawn into a discussion about the importance of trying to
chase down the Maple Leafs for top spot in the North Division standings.
How big of an issue are the Maple Leafs power play struggles?
Even after pulling within three points of them, with three more head-tohead games coming next week.
Sure, first place is something to strive for, but the Jets have greater goals
in mind, even if they’re not currently shouting them from the rooftops.
The final 12 games of the regular season are about one thing — and one
thing only — for the Jets.
“It's just about doing what we can,” said Jets centre Mark Scheifele, who
scored a goal and had two assists Thursday to move to 52 points in 44
games this season. “We can't control how they're doing against other
teams, but obviously when we're playing against them we want to get a
win.
“It's just a matter of playing the right way — just focusing game by game
and not worrying about anything else but our game. We've really done a
good job of that as we've played.”

Because the Jets and Maple Leafs met in the second game of the
season, then went six weeks before meeting again, there was genuine
curiosity in how these teams were going to fare against one another and
how they might stack up once the Stanley Cup playoffs arrived.
What matchups would each respective team try to exploit and what role
would depth play?
To this point, the season series has proven to be highly entertaining, an
interesting combination of both high- and low-scoring affairs, mixed with
a blend of high-event and tight-checking hockey.
*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time.
The stars have taken turns owning the marquee, the latest turn taken by
Scheifele, Kyle Connor and Nikolaj Ehlers on the offensive front for the
Jets.
Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck didn’t have to be other-worldly this time
around, but he was his steady, confident self, supplying a bounceback
effort after a rare suspect showing on Monday against the Ottawa
Senators.
Perhaps the most important thing to consider when trying to size up the
Jets and Maple Leafs is that it’s too early to draw too many concrete
conclusions, since both clubs are still in search of their optimal lineups.
How can that be the case after seven meetings have already taken
place?
Well, that’s because the most important meetings are still to come for two
franchises that have plenty to prove once the playoffs arrive.
The Jets are 3-2-2 in the season series, while the Maple Leafs sport a 43 record.
Eight points in the piggy bank a piece.
Even steven.
In a normal 82-game season, the final 12 games would be all about
finding a way to try and peak for the playoffs, not figure out which line
combinations and defence pairings will start the opening game of the
pursuit for the Stanley Cup.
But there is nothing normal about this condensed campaign in the midst
of a pandemic.
Even the top teams in the North are still working in some of their top
prospects — or waiting for trade-deadline acquisitions to make their
presence felt.
“Sometimes in the last four or five games of the season you don't learn
much. But this is going to be a positioning stretch,” said Jets head coach
Paul Maurice. “There's going to be something on the line in these games,
so we think we're going to get a real good push from all the opponents
and then we want to push real hard, too.
“We've done a pretty good job this year of kind of learning from our
mistakes, learning from things that didn't work well for us the next night.
We've been able to address those pretty good in games. We're all going
to size each other up here in that next week and then make the
adjustments that we think we're going to need when we see each other
(again).”
The Jets played the past five games without captain Blake Wheeler, who
was diagnosed with a concussion after taking an elbow from Senators
forward Brady Tkachuk.
Wheeler has taken strides and been back on the ice in Winnipeg during
the past week, and while he hasn’t been ruled out for Saturday’s game
yet, he’s more likely to return at some point during the three-game set
with the Maple Leafs, which begins Wednesday.
One of the interesting developments during the past four periods saw
Pierre-Luc Dubois move to the wing to fill in for Wheeler, alongside
Scheifele and Kyle Connor.
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Dubois is up to 29 games with the Jets, and while his play has been
thoroughly dissected, there are signs that he’s settling into a rhythm.
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It’s not just about the points he’s going to produce, it’s about how his
brute strength and skill set make the Jets more difficult to play against
when the games matter most.

Sportsnet.ca / Which teams hold most draft picks after 2021 trade
deadline?

Although Dubois was brought in to fill a long-term need down the middle,
he’s 22 years old and, given the depth the Jets have at centre, his
greater immediate impact might come while playing on the wall.

Mike Johnston

Having an experienced pivot like Paul Stastny available to slide into the
centre spot while experimenting with Dubois on the wing is a luxury most
teams in the North Division simply don’t have at their disposal.
After the Jets didn’t swing a deal for a high-profile blue-liner to jump right
into the top-four, one of the topics of conversation in the market
surrounded top prospect Ville Heinola and when he might get back into
the lineup.
Maurice inserted Heinola on Thursday for his first game action of any
kind in roughly a month, and while he made it clear he wasn’t about to
put too much stock into the results, there were enough encouraging
signs.
In just under 13 minutes of ice time, mostly alongside Dylan DeMelo,
Heinola put his best traits on display, making some smart, aggressive
reads while moving the puck efficiently and battling defensively.
This wasn’t a referendum on whether or not Heinola is ready or requires
more time in the minors, but he’s one of the internal solutions available
and he’s going to see some additional action during this stretch of eight
consecutive games against teams currently holding down a playoff
position.
“As I said before, I wasn't going to assess his game one way or the
other,” said Maurice. “So get in, get through it. Have enough presence to
play your game simply. There's nothing glaring there, which is really
good. So he did what he needed to do. We know he can get through a
game. We'll have opportunities as we go forward here to get him to play
more. But it was a good game for him.”
Jordie Benn, brought in from the Vancouver Canucks to bolster the
defensive depth, is going to get some work down the stretch as well.
Plus, Logan Stanley isn’t going to sit out for long, even if Maurice hinted
at a platoon situation earlier this week.
The internal competition is on.
Three of the next six games for the Jets will come against the Oilers, the
lone team in the North the Jets don’t have a winning record against (2-4).
The inability to find an answer for the Oilers dynamic duo of Connor
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl has been a big factor in the games played to
this point — but that challenge isn’t limited to the Jets.
While there’s been plenty of debate about what the value of home-ice
advantage will actually be this spring, the results of these next six games
against the Oilers and Maple Leafs will go a long way toward determining
how things get sorted out at the top of the standings.
“From the start of the regular season, we’ve found what our identity is
and we’re trying to solidify that, so that when the playoffs come around,
we’re peaking at the right time,” said Stastny. “You’re going to have
games where you have bad games and then we have good games and
we know what the recipe for success is. For us, it’s about not being
stubborn, not being selfish and buying into that system.

April 16, 2021, 1:30 PM

It has been several days since the 2021 NHL Trade Deadline and we’ve
already seen Boston go 2-0 since adding Taylor Hall, while Anthony
Mantha scored in each of his first two games with Washington.
The deadline was quieter than usual with just 17 deals compared to the
31 we saw last season – the league’s salary cap situation was
undoubtedly a heavy contributor to this – yet as is often the case several
of the moves we saw unfold could end up having a significant impact
down the stretch and throughout the Stanley Cup Playoffs.
Certain teams mortgaged part of their future in the hopes a rental player
or players will help contribute to a lengthy post-season run, while other
clubs stockpiled assets for the future.
Twenty total draft picks were moved on deadline day, including seven
selections from the 2021 draft, which is scheduled to begin on July 23.
With the deadline now in the rear-view mirror, here’s a look at which
teams are currently in the best position when it comes to quantity and
quality of picks held.
Total Number of 2021 Draft Picks
NORTH
Montreal Canadiens: 9 | Vancouver Canucks: 8 | Calgary Flames: 7 |
Ottawa Senators: 6 | Edmonton Oilers: 5 | Winnipeg Jets: 4 | Toronto
Maple Leafs: 3
WEST
Minnesota Wild: 9 | Los Angeles Kings: 8 | San Jose Sharks: 8 | Anaheim
Ducks: 7 | Arizona Coyotes: 6 | Vegas Golden Knights: 6: 5 | Colorado
Avalanche: 3
CENTRAL
Detroit Red Wings: 12 | Columbus Blue Jackets: 9 | Carolina Hurricanes:
8 | Chicago Blackhawks: 8 | Dallas Stars: 7 | Nashville Predators: 7 |
Tampa Bay Lightning: 7 | Florida Panthers: 6
EAST
Buffalo Sabres: 10 | New York Rangers: 9 | New Jersey Devils: 8 |
Philadelphia Flyers: 7 | Boston Bruins: 7 | New York Islanders: 6 |
Pittsburgh Penguins: 5 | Washington Capitals: 5
The Red Wings and Sabres being the lone teams with double-digit picks
isn’t surprising considering where they are in the standings.
Detroit GM Steve Yzerman made four trades in the days leading up to
the deadline, adding three additional 2021 selections. The Sabres added
a pair of picks but as you’ll see below, the picks they currently have
aren’t as top-heavy as GM Kevyn Adams would ideally want to see.

“When we do that as a team and as a collective group, we play well in
that 200-foot game, not just offensively. It starts from our defensive zone,
but that’s as a collective group of five guys. When we play the right way,
we know what we’re capable of and we’re excited about that.”

Then you have teams like the Maple Leafs and Avalanche at the
opposite end of the spectrum. Both teams are positioned well for longterm success and chock full of young talent despite some question marks
in the crease. They each currently hold just three picks in 2021.
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Minnesota and Montreal are in envious spots with nine picks each even
though they’re both on track to make the playoffs this season. The Blue
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Jackets, despite not being in playoff contention, have perhaps the most
potential to make a splash in July.
Teams with Multiple 2021 First-Round Picks
Columbus: three first-round picks
Detroit: two first-round picks
New Jersey: two first-round picks
Minnesota: two first-round picks
The only 2021 first-rounder moved on deadline day was in the Mantha to
Washington deal. Mantha wasn’t the traditional deadline rental player,
though, since he has three more years on the contract he signed in
November. This was more of a long-term investment from Brian
MacLellan and the Capitals and it ended up being quite the haul for the
Red Wings with Jakub Vrana, Richard Panik, a 2021 first and 2022
second coming back in return.
The two days prior to the deadline saw the Blue Jackets obtain a pair of
first-round picks after moving David Savard and Nick Foligno to the
Lightning and Maple Leafs, respectively. The Islanders sent their 2021
first, along with two players and a conditional pick, to New Jersey last
week to bolster their roster with Kyle Palmieri and Travis Zajac. The
Wild’s extra first was acquired from Pittsburgh in the Jason Zucker trade
ahead of last year’s deadline.
One team absent from the group above is Buffalo. The fact the Sabres
are where they are without having multiple firsts must be quite frustrating
for fans in upstate New York. Buffalo wasn’t able to secure a first-round
selection despite trading both Hall and Curtis Lazar to the Bruins. This
season has been an unmitigated disaster for the Sabres. Adams also
shipped out Eric Staal, Brandon Montour and Jonas Johansson for four
combined picks leading up to the deadline, none of which were higher
than a third-rounder.
Teams currently without first-round picks
The Capitals, Coyotes, Islanders, Lightning, Penguins and Maple Leafs
are without a 2021 first-round selection after the trade deadline.
But wait, that’s six teams. Haven’t only five 2021 first-round picks been
traded? What gives?
The one team minus a first-rounder for reasons other than a trade is
Arizona after the Coyotes forfeited their 2020 second-round pick and
2021 first-round pick for violating the league’s combine testing policy
during the 2019-20 campaign.
Teams with most 2021 picks through first three rounds
Detroit: seven picks
Buffalo: five picks
Los Angeles: five picks
Minnesota: five picks
Montreal: five picks
Calgary: four picks
Columbus: four picks
New Jersey: four picks
Ottawa: four picks
Yzerman and the Red Wings have the option of using some of this draft
capital to accelerate the franchise’s ongoing rebuild. Will they use extra
picks to acquire established talent via trade or might they use them to
move up and select a specific prospect target? With a handful of pending
unrestricted free agents set to come off the books at the end of the
season, and only two players signed beyond next season (Dylan Larkin
and Panik), this Detroit roster could look quite different by the start of

next season. In addition to their two firsts (one of which will be a lottery
pick) the Red Wings have three second-rounders plus two thirds, two
fourths and two fifths.
Ottawa ended up making seven selections in the first three rounds last
year. This year they don’t have as many picks but they’ve got an extra
second-round pick stemming from the 2018 Erik Karlsson trade to San
Jose.
Will Columbus hold onto all three first-round selections or potentially use
one to acquire a roster player or trade down in order to gain additional
assets? They currently don’t have a pick in the second round.
The Kings are in a similar position they were in 2020 with one first, two
seconds and two thirds. L.A. took Quinton Byfield with the No. 2 pick last
year and it’s possible they end up with another lottery pick despite
hovering around .500 for much of this season.
Of course, plenty above is likely to change prior to the draft but overall it
should set up yet another intriguing start to the off-season.
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