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Hakanpaa’s first goal with Hurricanes the winner in 3-1 victory over Predators  

By Chip Alexander  

Try as they might, the Nashville Predators have not been 
able to beat the Carolina Hurricanes this season. 

The Canes topped the Predators for the sixth consecutive 
time Saturday, winning 3-1 at PNC Arena to keep their lead 
in the Central Division over Florida and Tampa Bay. 

Jani Hakanpaa, in his second game with the Canes, had the 
game-winning goal in the third period. Jaccob Slavin scored 
in the first period and Andrei Svechnikov added an empty-net 
score late in the game. That was enough for goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic, who made some timely and hustling saves 
among his 27 saves. 

Hakanpaa, named the game’s first star, gave the Canes (29-
10-4) a 2-1 lead at 8:55 of the third period as the 6-foot-5 
defenseman took a pass from Vincent Trocheck off a faceoff 
win by the center and fired a shot from the top of the slot. 

“He told me, ‘It’s coming your way, just shoot it,’” Hakanpaa 
said.  

It came his way. He shot it. 

It was the Canes’ second goal from the blue line, a rarity in a 
game this season. Slavin scored the game’s first goal late in 
the opening period with a shot from the slot. 

The first period belonged to the Canes. They had 24 shots, 
nearly a full game’s worth for some teams, in the period and 
had the lead after Slavin’s second goal of the season -- the 
other an empty-netter on Feb. 19. 

“It’s probably one of the best periods I’ve seen ever, to be 
honest with you,” Brind’Amour said. “We were good. We 
were on it, everything we were doing. It’s the way we’re 
supposed to look. Probably should have had more but it was 
good to get one.” 

The numbers in the first were staggering: the Canes had a 
31-5 advantage in scoring chances, according to 
Naturalstattrick.com. They looked sharp on the power play. 
They kept the puck in the offensive zone much of the period, 
putting Preds goalie Juuse Saros under extreme pressure. 

“It was a super solid first period from top to bottom,” Slavin 
said. 

But the Predators (24-21-1) survived the first with minimal 
damage. With forward Matt Duchene and defenseman Erik 
Gudbranson in the lineup, they got stronger as the game 
moved on. They tied the score 1-1 on Roman Josi’s goal 
from the top of the slot, after forcing a Canes turnover, and 
outshot the Canes in the period. 

But Hakanpaa’s goal gave the Canes the edge they need in 
the third as they beat the Predators for the 13th time in the 
past 14 games. 

Hakanpaa came to the Canes in a trade Monday from 
Anaheim and has made a quick transition. In his first game 
against Nashville, his most memorable play was a big hit on 
the Preds’ Mikael Granlund in the neutral zone. 

Hakanapaa had another big one Saturday, nearly sending 
Calle Jarnkrok flying into the Preds bench. He topped it with 
his first goal in 44 games this season and nearly scored on a 
rebound chance earlier in the game. 

The Canes closed out an eight-game homestand with a 5-2-
1 record, and next will go on the road for six games — the 
first two at Tampa Bay. The Lightning were beaten 5-3 
Saturday by the Panthers. 

The Canes lead the Central with 62 points, one point ahead 
of Florida and two points ahead of Tampa Bay. Carolina has 
two games-in-hand on the Panthers and one on the 
Lightning. 

“It’s nice to play in front of fans and be in front of the Caniacs 
again,” Slavin said. “From that side, it’s awesome and being 
home with the family mentally helps as well. With the hectic 
season that it is, it’s nice to be home but we’ve got a big road 
trip coming up so we’ve go to take care of the work we’ve got 
to do.” 

(Earlier game updates) 

Second period: Preds tie it 

Dominated and outskated much of the first half of the game, 
the Predators have tied it 1-1 in the second period on a 
Roman Josi goal. 

After a Canes turnover by Jake Bean in their zone, Josi 
collected the puck at the top of the slot, turned and zipped a 
high shot that beat goalie Alex Nedeljkovic. It was Josi’s sixth 
of the season came at 11:36 of the second.  

The Preds’ Ryan Johansen later got the puck past 
Nedeljkovic on the power play, but the goal was waved off. 
Johansen was ruled to have kicked the puck in the net.  

After 24 shots in the first period, the Canes had six in the 
second and were outshot 11-6.  

The Canes killed off a Jani Hakanpaa penalty in the second 
and most of a Jake Bean cross-checking call at the end of 
the period. 

First period: Slavin scores 

The Canes took dead aim at goalie Juuse Saros in the first 
period, sending a lot of rubber to the net. 

Saros had all the answers for the first 23 Canes shots — 
slapshots, tips, rebound stuffs, redirections, you name it. But 
the Canes’ finally converted on the 24th as defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin jumped into the rush and drilled a shot from 
between the circles for a 1-0 lead after the first. 
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It was Slavin’s second of the season — his first on Feb. 19 
was an empty-netter — as Morgan Geekie earned his first 
assist and third point of the season. Stephen Lorentz also 
had an assist as the fourth line got the Canes a goal. 

Had Saros not been sharp, the Canes easily could have had 
a bigger lead. They had a season-high 24 shots in the period 

— a full game’s worth for some teams — as Slavin had five 
shots on goal and Nino Niederreiter had four.  

Naturalstattrick.com had the Canes with a 31-5 advantage in 
scoring chances in the first, 18-2 on high-danger chances. 

Canes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic faced just seven shots in the 
period.

 

 

Hakanpaa plays hero in Hurricanes’ 3-1 win 

After a dominant first period, Carolina got the go-ahead goal 
from their new defenseman 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Jani Hakanpaa, in his second game with the 
Hurricanes, scored the game-winning goal in the third period 
to give Carolina a 3-1 win Saturday over the Nashville 
Predators at PNC Arena. 

Jaccob Slavin and Andrei Svechnikov also scored for the 
Hurricanes, and Alex Nedeljkovic made 27 saves to improve 
to 10-4-2 on the season and push his goals-against average 
under 2.00. 

Three Thoughts 

1. The Hurricanes had their most dominant period of the 
season in the first, unloading 24 shots on goal and scoring 
once, Slavin’s goal from the slot with 1:42 left in the frame. It 
should have been more, as Carolina was credited with 28 
scoring chances — including 17 high-danger chances — in 
the opening 20 minutes, according to NaturalStatTrick.com. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour is fond of talking about 
“the way it’s supposed to look” when his team is dialed in 
and playing its system. The opening period was just that. 

“Pretty good. It’s probably one of the best periods I’ve seen 
ever, to be honest with you,” he said. “We were good. We 
were on it with everything we were doing. It was the way it 
was supposed to look, and we probably should have had a 
few more. But it was nice to get one, at least.” 

It was also an introduction for Hakanpaa to what the 
Hurricanes can do. 

“The togetherness these guys have in here in the locker 
room, that shows up on the ice like that,” he said. “So for me, 
I’m just trying to soak it all in, enjoy it and work as hard as all 
the other guys, help the guy next to me to make his life a 
little easier out there.” 

2. After a two-game hiccup against the Red Wings, the 
Hurricanes look like they’re back. 

Carolina finished with 48 shots on goal and overcame a lack 
of finish — and some nice goaltending by Nashville’s Juuse 
Saros — to complete a two-game sweep of the Predators 
and improve to 6-0-0 against them this season. The 
Hurricanes finished their eight-game homestand at 5-2-1 and 
are in sole possession of first place in the Central Division 
with 62 points — one more than Florida and two more than 
Tampa Bay, and Carolina has two games and one game in 
hand on each team, respectively. 

“I thought we had a couple games in here that weren’t great, 
but other than that we played pretty well, pretty solid,” 
Brind’Amour said. “That just goes to the group. These guys, 
they’re pros. They prepare, they play hard. That one game 
was a little iffy, but even that, we’re still in the game.” 

Carolina now hits the road for three two-game sets, starting 
with Tuesday and Wednesday against the Lightning. That 
will be followed by games Thursday and Saturday against 
the Panthers and then a back-to-back in Dallas on April 26-
27. 

“We’ve got a big road trip coming up here, so we’ve got to 
take care of the work we’ve got to do,” Slavin said. 

3. Brind’Amour said after the game the Hurricanes could 
have a big addition on the road trip. Teuvo Teravainen, who 
has played just twice since Feb. 19, is going to travel with the 
team and seems to be inching toward suiting up. 

The 26-year-old has played in just 13 games this season, 
registering two goals and seven assists in a season that was 
first derailed by COVID-19 and then a concussion. Now there 
are 13 games left in the season, and Teravainen — if healthy 
— should have ample time to get back up to speed before 
the playoffs. 

There’s a spot waiting for him on Carolina’s top line with 
Sebastian Aho and Svechnikov, and Brett Pesce has been 
filling in on the second power play unit that has been using 
two defensemen, so Teravainen should be able to slide in 
there. 

Brock McGinn, out with an upper-body injury suffered April 4 
against Dallas, will not make the trip. 
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Number To Know 

2 — Games it took Hakanpaa to score his first goal with the 
Hurricanes, the game-winning tally in the third period. 
Comparatively, Haydn Fleury — the player traded to 
Anaheim for Hakanpaa — took 96 games to score his first 
career goal with Carolina. Hakanpaa also set a career mark 
with four shots on goal and scored his first game-winning 
goal. 

They Said It 

“They’re pros. Do your job.” 

— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour on how his team’s 
three goalies can handle the unorthodox rotation. 

Plus 

Jani Hakanpaa, Hurricanes defenseman — The newest 
Hurricane endeared himself to teammates with his physical 
play in his first game. The encore? How about his second 
career goal. 

Off a third-period faceoff win by Vincent Trocheck, Hakanpaa 
fired a quick wrist shot that beat Saros (45 saves) with just 
over 11 minutes left in the game for the game-winning goal. 

“We were going into the faceoff, and with all these plays 
these guys run on the draw, I’ve got to double-check what 
we’re about to do every time,” Hakanpaa said. “(Trocheck) 
just told me, ‘Hey, it’s coming your way. Just shoot it.’ He put 
it on a silver platter for me. I just tried to put it on net, and 
luckily it went in.” 

The big goal can also serve as the ultimate icebreaker for the 
newcomer, his coach added. 

“It was nice to see him get that,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Obviously, it was a big goal. And that’s the best way to feel 
part of a group, for sure, when you can contribute like that. It 
came at a great time for us.” 

Minus 

Jake Bean, Hurricanes defenseman — Bean was penalized 
for the second straight game — again for cross-checking — 
and it was his turnover that led to Nashville’s only goal. 

With the Hurricanes up 1-0 near the game’s midway point, 
Bean attempted to clear the puck out of the Carolina zone. 
But his backhand, rather than going off the boards or to right 
wing Martin Necas, was stolen by Predators captain Roman 
Josi. Josi maneuvered away from Jesper Fast, spun and 
fired a shot top-shelf to tie the game at 11:36 of the second.
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Recap: Canes Top Preds Again to Cap Homestand 

Hakanpaa's first with his new team is the game-winning goal 
in a 3-1 final 

By Michael Smith 

The Carolina Hurricanes capped their longest homestand of 
the season with a 3-1 win against the Nashville Predators. 

The Difference 

On a faceoff in the offensive zone, Jani Hakanpaa, the New 
Guy, wanted to make sure he understood the set play the 
Canes were going to run. With Vincent Trocheck in the circle, 
it was pretty simple. 

"He just told me, 'It's coming your way. Just shoot it,'" 
Hakanpaa said. "He put it on a silver platter for me." 

Sure enough, Trocheck won the draw cleanly back to 
Hakanpaa, who let go of a quick wrist shot that eluded Juuse 
Saros. 

"It's tough to read those. There's traffic in front of you, and he 
gets it off quick," Alex Nedeljkovic said. "Those are hard to 
pick up. It was a great heads-up play by him, a smart play." 

The goal, scored almost nine minutes into the third period, 
was Hakanpaa's first with his new team and the difference in 
the game. In addition to the goal, Hakanpaa logged four 
shots on goal, four hits and four blocked shots in 14:23 of ice 
time and was named the game's first star. 

"We're super excited for him. Not only with the goal, but he 
had some big plays all over the ice, blocking shots, big hits," 
Jaccob Slavin said. "He's a great addition to the team." 

As Hakanpaa sat down on the bench for his postgame 
television interview, fans chanted "Jani! Jani! Jani!" Just two 
games in, he's quickly endeared himself to the fanbase. 

"They've been unreal," Hakanpaa said later. "It's been unreal 
how good they've been to me and how they've welcomed me 
to the Canes." 

Welcome to Raleigh, indeed. 

Fist Bumps 

Jaccob Slavin & the first period 

The Hurricanes flat-out dominated the first period. 

Here are some stats. The Canes had 24 shots on goal, a 
new season high. According to Natural Stat Trick, they led 
28-5 in scoring chances and 17-2 in high-danger scoring 
chances at 5-on-5. The Canes had a pretty threatening first 
power play, too, which generated another four scoring 
chances and an additional high-danger chance. 

If those stats don't say enough, just ask the those who 
experienced it. 

"Everyone was going. We were moving our feet well and 
playing the right way," Slavin said. "It was a super solid first 
period from top to bottom." 

"It was probably one of the best first periods I've seen ever, 
to be honest with you. We were good," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "We were on it with everything we were 
doing. It was the way it was supposed to look." 

As the period progressed, though, the score remained 0-0. 
Was it going to be one of those weird hockey periods where 
the Canes dominate yet have nothing to show for it? 

Slavin made sure that was not the case. Dogged work by the 
Canes' fourth line, including a stickless Steven Lorentz, 
forced a turnover in the neutral zone. Morgan Geekie quickly 
turned the puck the other way, and Slavin joined the rush to 
snipe a shot pass Saros. 

"To be up after that period was great," Slavin said. "As 
Roddy always says, you play the period, put it behind you 
and go back to work. You've got to repeat it and be able to 
do the same thing." 

Alex Nedeljkovic 

Nedeljkovic posted a 24-save shutout against Florida on 
April 8 - that was earlier in this season-long homestand, for 
those with a calendar nearby - but since the Canes are 
effectively rotating between three goaltenders, he had to wait 
nine days to make another start. 

His preparation, he said, begins in practice. 

"Whether you have two or three guys, you have to have 
good practice habits because that's what's going to translate 
over to the game," he said. "Just staying sharp and staying 
mentally focused in practices is all you can do at this point." 

That sharpness and mental focus was evident, as 
Nedeljkovic turned aside 27 of 28 shots in his 10th victory of 
the season. Since Feb. 20, when he blanked the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, Nedeljkovic is 9-3-1 with a 1.61 goals-against 
average, a .941 save percentage and three shutouts. 

Stats Pack 

4: The Canes have recorded 24 shots - their tally in the first 
period alone - or fewer in four games this season. 

48: The Canes finished the night with 48 shots on goal, 
eclipsing the previous season high of 43. 

98-47-11: Since the calendar flipped to 2019, the Canes are 
98-47-11. Only Tampa Bay has more wins (104) in that 
stretch. 
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Quote of the Night 

"It's nice to see him get that. Obviously it was a big goal. 
That's the best way to feel part of a group, for sure, when 
you can contribute like that. It came at a great time for us." - 
Rod Brind'Amour on Jani Hakanpaa's goal 

Up Next 

On the heels of their longest homestand of the season, the 
Canes will now head out on their longest road trip of the 

season that takes them through Tampa, Sunrise and Dallas 
for six games over a nine-day stretch. 

"It's nice to play in front of fans and be in front of the Caniacs 
again," Slavin said. "I know we as players appreciate our 
fans. From that side, it was awesome. Being home with the 
family mentally helps, as well. With the hectic season that it 
is, it's nice to be home. We've got a big road trip coming up."

 

 

 

Hakanpaa's goal lifts Hurricanes past Predators 

Defenseman, playing second game with Carolina, scores 
first of season to break tie in third 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Jani Hakanpaa scored his first goal of the 
season to help the Carolina Hurricanes to a 3-1 win against 
the Nashville Predators at PNC Arena on Saturday. 

Hakanpaa, a defenseman playing in his second game with 
Carolina after being acquired in a trade with the Anaheim 
Ducks on Monday, scored on a wrist shot through the legs of 
Nashville forward Nick Cousins following a face-off win by 
Vincent Trocheck to make it 2-1 at 8:55 of the third period. 

"I have to double check every time what we're about to do," 
Hakanpaa said. "[Trocheck] just told me, 'Hey, it's coming 
your way. Just shoot it.' He put it on a silver platter for me. 
Just trying to get it on net, and luckily it went in." 

Alex Nedeljkovic made 27 saves for the Hurricanes (29-10-
4), who swept the two-game set and are 6-0-0 against the 
Predators this season. 

Carolina is one point ahead of the Florida Panthers for first 
place in the Discover Central Division. The top four teams 
will qualify for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Roman Josi scored, and Juuse Saros made 45 saves for the 
Predators (24-21-1), who are two points ahead of the 
Chicago Blackhawks for fourth place in the division. 

"I thought we got outplayed in the first two periods," Nashville 
coach John Hynes said. "A lot of it was they were on top of 
us. Our execution and pace of play wasn't as good as it 
needed to be." 

Jaccob Slavin gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead with 1:42 
remaining in the first period when he took a pass from 
Morgan Geekie on a 3-on-2 and scored with a snap shot 
from the high slot.  

The goal was Slavin's second of the season. His first was an 
empty-net goal in a 5-3 win against the Blackhawks on Feb. 
19. 

"Trust me, I've been trying really hard," said Slavin, who had 
a season-high seven shots on goal. "It was nice to see one 
go in the back of the net. I just try to keep throwing pucks at 
the net and see what happens." 

Carolina outshot Nashville 24-7 in the first period. 

"It's probably one of the best periods I've seen ever," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Probably should 
have had a few more, but it was nice to get one at least." 

Josi tied it 1-1 at 11:36 of the second period. He intercepted 
a clearing attempt by Carolina defenseman Jake Bean and 
skated into the slot before scoring with a turnaround shot 
over the glove of Nedeljkovic. 

"I thought we played better in the second and the third," Josi 
said. "Saros really kept us in there. He did an amazing job." 

After Hakanpaa gave Carolina the lead, Andrei Svechnikov 
scored an empty-net goal with 1:51 remaining in the third 
period. 

Predators forward Matt Duchene had two shots and three 
hits in 14:46 of ice time after missing 22 games with a lower-
body injury. 

"Fortunately, I was able to skate pretty hard, but I wasn't 
battle-ready for a while," Duchene said. "It was good to feel 
good out there, but it would feel a lot better with a win 
tonight." 

NOTES: Predators defenseman Erik Gudbranson, who was 
acquired in a trade with the Ottawa Senators on Monday, 
had one shot and three hits in 15:40 of ice time in his 
Nashville debut. … The Predators lost consecutive games 
for the first time since they lost three in a row from March 9-
13. … Josi has scored four points (two goals, two assists) in 
his past three games ... The Hurricanes, whose 48 shots 
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were a season high, have outscored the Predators 23-9 this 
season. They finished their season-long eight-game 
homestand 5-2-1.

 

Hakanpaa scores to lead Hurricanes past Predators 3-1 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Jani Hakanpaa scored his first goal 
with Carolina to break a tie in the third period and the 
Hurricanes beat the Nashville Predators 3-1 Saturday night. 

Hakanpaa, a defenseman acquired Monday at the trade 
deadline from the Anaheim Ducks, was in his second game 
with Carolina. Suddenly, he’s on a team with one of the best 
records in the NHL. 

“It was a real nice feeling and the togetherness that these 
guys have in here in the locker room that shows up on the 
ice like that,” he said. “I’m just trying to soak it all in and 
enjoy it and work as hard as all the other guys.” 

Hakanpaa blasted in a shot with 11:05 left after receiving the 
puck when Vincent Trocheck won a face-off. 

“He put it on a silver platter for me so I was trying to get it on 
net,” Hakanpaa said. 

Hakanpaa didn’t have a goal in any of his 42 games with 
Anaheim this season. This tally marked just his second goal 
in 49 career games in the NHL. 

Now he has a game-winner with his new team. 

“That’s the best way to feel part of a group, for sure, when 
you contribute like that,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “It came at a great time for us, obviously.” 

Jaccob Slavin scored in the first period and Andrei 
Svechnikov had an empty-net goal for the Hurricanes, who 
completed a season-high homestand at 5-2-1. 

Roman Josi scored for Nashville, which has lost back-to-
back games for the first time in more than a month. Juuse 
Saros had 45 saves. 

Hurricanes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic stopped 27 shots. He 
played for the first time since an April 8 shutout of the Florida 
Panthers. 

“You have to have good practice habits because that’s 
what’s going to translate over to the game,” Nedeljkovic said. 

The Hurricanes are 6-0-0 vs. Nashville this season, with five 
of the outcomes in regulation. 

“We just have to get to playing to our identity for 60 minutes,” 
Josi said. 

Carolina’s first goal came on its 24th shot on net in the first 
period. Morgan Geekie delivered a pass to Slavin, who was 
between the circles.  

“To be up after that period was great,” Slavin said. 

Josi tied it with an unassisted goal following Nashville’s 
successful penalty kill.  

Defensemen scored the game’s first three goals. 

HOME COOKING 

Carolina’s only previous eight-game homestand bridged 
January and February in 2018. The Hurricanes went 5-2-1 in 
that version as well. 

There were perks and challenges to this latest stretch. 

“It’s too long,” Brind’Amour said. “I love being at home, 
obviously. I think at times you can get a little stale. We had a 
couple of games in there that weren’t great, but other than 
that we played pretty well.” 

YOUR TURN  

Center Matt Duchene returned to action for the Predators 
after 22 games missed with a lower-body injury. Duchene 
hadn’t played since March 4. 

Predators coach John Hynes said it was encouraging to see 
how Duchene performed. 

“I think the big thing was to (see him) play at a good pace,” 
Hynes said.  

Defenseman Erik Gudbranson made his Predators debut. He 
was acquired in Monday’s trade with the Ottawa Senators. 

“I thought he looked good,” Hynes said. “I thought you 
noticed him. … Nice first game.” 

GETTING THEIR SHOTS 

The Hurricanes registered 24 first-period shots, marking their 
most in any period since Nov. 21, 2018.  

“It’s probably one of the best periods I’ve seen ever,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Slavin had five of the shots, equaling the most for any 
Carolina player in a period this season. 

“We were all over them from start to finish (of the period),” 
Nedeljkovic said.  

In two games this season, Carolina failed to produce 24 
shots in a full game. In two others, the Hurricanes finished 
with 24 shots. 

Nashville ended up with 20 shots in Thursday night’s 
meeting with the Hurricanes. 
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UP NEXT 

Predators: Host Chicago on Monday night. 

Hurricanes: At Tampa Bay on Monday night to open a two-
game series.

 

 

 

Hurricanes sweep Predators thanks to Hakanpaa’s winner 

The Finnish blueliner may have come to Raleigh as an 
unknown name, but to appropriate a phrase, if you didn’t 
know him, now you know. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

When the Carolina Hurricanes acquired defenseman Jani 
Hakanpaa from the Anaheim Ducks at the trade deadline, 
those who had been paying attention to the Ducks this 
season — which, among Hurricanes fans, was an 
exceptionally small subset — pointed out that he was a 
defensive defenseman par excellence who would have little 
to no impact on the offensive end.  

But now that he’s in Raleigh, he’s made his presence known, 
and quickly. 

Hakanpaa’s goal midway through the third period stood up 
as the game-winner, and a Hurricanes performance for the 
ages in the first period wasn’t for naught as the Canes swept 
their two-game series with the Nashville Predators in a 3-1 
win on Saturday night at PNC Arena. 

The tone for the night was set on the game’s first shift, when 
Steven Lorentz forced a turnover on the far boards then 
drove the net with a power move that recalled vintage Erik 
Cole of the early 2000s. Later in the period, Hakanpaa nearly 
had his first with the club by driving the net and just missing 
on a rebound chance, and Jordan Staal also had a chance to 
open the scoring but hit the post from a tight angle. 

The Hurricanes set a season high for shots in a period with 
24, and they needed every one of them before they could 
finally put a crooked number on the scoreboard. Jaccob 
Slavin, the trailer on a 3-on-2 with Lorentz and Morgan 
Geekie, sniped a laser over Juuse Saros’ shoulder with 1:42 
to go in the first to give the Hurricanes a well-deserved lead. 

How well-deserved? According to Natural Stat Trick, the 
Hurricanes had almost four expected goals in the period, and 
the 3.92 xG they put on the board would have been their 
eighth-highest total of the season for a full game. 

But everyone in the building knew what was coming, and the 
apprehension was already beginning even prior to Slavin’s 
goal. With all those chances, the Predators were sure to 
respond in the second period, and there was no way the 
Hurricanes could keep up their blistering pace for another 20 
minutes. 

Those fears were proven correct. The Hurricanes only 
registered seven shots in the second period, none of them 
especially memorable. The Predators dutifully tied it up 
midway through when Jake Bean, who largely had a game to 
forget, turned the puck over to Nashville captain Roman Josi 
in the slot, who took a turnaround wrister to tie the game. 

And the Predators nearly took the lead a few minutes later, 
but Ryan Johansen blatantly kicked the puck into the net, 
resulting in a no-goal call and a tie game heading to the third. 

Andrei Svechnikov, fresh off a first period where he was one 
of the more engaged players on the ice in a carryover from 
his slump-busting goal on Thursday, blocked a shot off his 
left leg early in the third. He stayed on the bench and didn’t 
miss a shift, bowling over former teammate Erik Haula his 
next time on the ice. 

Hakanpaa, though, did eventually get his first of the season, 
earning high-fives from his teammates as he fired a one-
timer directly off a Vincent Trocheck face-off win. He may 
have come to Raleigh garnering much the same reaction as 
previous defensemen acquired at the deadline in the dark 
years, but he’s now moved far beyond the likes of Jack 
Hillen, Brian Pothier and Marc-Andre Bergeron, serenaded 
with “Jani! Jani!” chants as he spoke to Tripp Tracy in the 
postgame interview. 

Svechnikov finished it off into the empty net with 1:50 to go, 
giving him a two-game goal streak, and the Hurricanes 
ended their longest homestand of the season at 5-2-1, with a 
one-point lead over the Florida Panthers for first place in the 
Central Divison as they head out on the road for six games 
beginning Monday in Tampa.
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They said it: Hakanpaa, Slavin, Nedeljkovic, Brind’Amour on win over Nashville 

Rod Brind’Amour, Jani Hakanpaa, Jaccob Slavin and Alex 
Nedeljkovic spoke to the media following a 3-1 win over 
Nashville.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Thanks to a first-period tally from Jaccob Slavin, game 
winner from newcomer Jani Hakanpaa and 27 saves from 
Alex Nedeljkovic, the Hurricanes closed their eight-game 
homestand with a 3-1 win over the Nashville Predators 
Saturday night.  

Slavin, Hakanpaa and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the media 
following the victory, here’s a full breakdown of everything 
they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the first period: Pretty good. It’s probably one of the best 
periods I’ve seen ever, to be honest with you. We were good. 
We were on it with everything we were doing. It was the way 
it was supposed to look, and we probably should have had a 
few more, but it was nice to get one, at least. Sometimes 
we’ve had periods in the past like that, not quite like that, but 
close and we didn’t get anything out of it. So at least to be up 
one was nice. 

On Jani Hakanpaa: It was nice to see him get that. Obviously 
it was a big goal. And that’s the best way to feel part of a 
group for sure, when you can contribute like that. It came at 
a great time for us, obviously.  

On offensive production from the defensemen: I think that 
goes in waves. We’ve had a lot of offense from our defense, 
they just haven’t maybe gotten on the score sheet or scored 
as much as in the past, but that’s obviously a big part of our 
offense. It drives our team at both ends. It was nice for them 
to get on the score sheet, but I think they’ve been solid all 
year in both categories.  

On the homestand: I don’t know if there’s any big takeaways. 
It’s too long. I love being at home, obviously, but I think at 
times you can get a little stale. But I thought we had a couple 
games in here that weren’t great, but other than that we 
played pretty well, pretty solid. That just goes to the group. 
These guys, they’re pros. They prepare, they play hard. That 
one game was a little iffy, but even that, we’re still in the 
game. So I give these guys a lot of credit on how they 
prepare and play every night.  

On the three-goalie rotation: It might not be the easiest, but 
the good news on it is there’s so many games. So in the 
past, where you might play two games a week, three, now 
you’re getting four, so that helps, for sure. But then it goes to 
my last statement. They’re pros. Do your job. 

On if the team will take Brock McGinn and Teuvo Teravainen 
on the road trip: McGinn, I don’t think so. Teravainen, yes, 
for sure.  

Jani Hakanpaa 

On his goal: We were going into the faceoff, and with all 
these plays these guys run on the draw, I’ve got to double 
check what we’re about to do every time. [Vincent Trocheck] 
just told me ‘Hey, it’s coming your way. Just shoot it.’ He put 

it on a silver platter for me. I just tried to put it on net, and 
luckily it went in. 

On the Canes fans: They’ve been unreal. There was a sign 
down the road already for the first game for me. I’ve never 
had that happen before. So it’s been unreal how good 
they’ve been to me and how they’ve welcomed me to the 
Canes here.  

On getting involved in the offense: We talked about if it’s 
possible to join the rush, just keep going. There’s a green 
light to get up there and join, play some offense too when the 
opportunity arises. So I’m just trying to do that and then off 
the point, just trying to get those pucks through and trying to 
create some chaos in front. So that’s been a lot of the things 
we’ve been working on here in practice is to get those shots 
and get pucks to the net. 

On the first period: It’s always cool when you have a feeling 
that things are going your way and when all the guys are 
chipping in and working really hard as a group of five. So it 
was a really nice feeling. The togetherness these guys have 
in here in the locker room, that shows up on the ice like that. 
So for me, I’m just trying to soak it all in and enjoy it, and 
work as hard as all the other guys, help the guy next to me to 
make his life a little easier out there. 

On his nick name: Nick name wise, here and in Anaheim, the 
guys usually call me ‘Hak’, just keep it simple. And then they 
might end up making their own, too. I told them it’s free, just 
whatever you guys want to call me, I’ll take it. So they might 
end up giving me a new one here. 

On the transition: It’s kind of a whirlwind when it happened. 
Everything happens fast, and then suddenly late Monday 
night, I’m here from San Jose. And then it’s like you’re in a 
hotel wondering how it’s going to go. But the guys have been 
good. The coaching staff’s been helping me a lot. I guess it’s 
been a little smoother than what I would have expected. I 
feel like there’s still work to do. But we’ll get there slowly, just 
keep working on those little details. I think it’s going to be 
good here.  

On if he could have imagined scoring the game winner and 
fans chanting his name: I’ve got to be honest, I didn’t think of 
that, I was concerned about some other things. But it’s really 
cool how the fans took me in. I’m really glad and honored for 
that. 

Jaccob Slavin 

On Jani Hakanpaa scoring: It’s awesome. He’s a great 
addition to the team so far. Off the ice, he seems like an 
awesome guy. So as teammates, we’re super excited for 
him. Not only with the goal, but he had some great, big plays 
all over the ice tonight, blocking shots, big hits. Like I said, 
he’s a great addition to the team.  

On where the first period ranks this season: Probably up 
there pretty close to the top. I think everyone was going, we 
were all moving our feet well and playing the right way. 
Pucks in deep, like we always talk about, forwards working 
down low and everything thrown at the net. So it was a super 
solid first period from top to bottom.  
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On the homestand: It’s nice to play in front of fans and be in 
front of the Caniacs again. Obviously with more fans being 
able to come in the building, that’s awesome. I know we as 
players really appreciate our fans. So from that side, it’s 
awesome. Just being home with the family, is mentally, I 
think, really helpful. And just with the hectic season that it is, 
it’s nice to be home. But we’ve got a big road trip coming up 
here, so we’ve got to take care of the work we’ve got to do.  

On it being important to get a goal in the first period: It is 
huge, obviously there’s ebbs and flows to the game. 
Sometimes you play a heck of a period and you could be 
down 1-0. So to be up after that period was great, but as 
Roddy always says, you play the period, you put it behind 
you and you go back to work. You’ve got to repeat it and be 
able to do the same thing. There were ups and downs to that 
game, but we stuck together as a team and got it done.  

On Jani Hakanpaa’s nickname and him making the 
transition: He’s a great player. He’s smart. He’s big. He’s 
physical. He skates well. He fits in great with our D corps. 
The coaching staff has done a great job catching him up to 
speed on all system stuff.  

Nicknames, there’s quite a few floating around, from Haagen 
Dazs, to Hufflepuff, to Hubba Bubba, we’ll come up with 
something good and something will stick. But he’s a great 
guy and it’s great to have him. 

On scoring against a goalie: Trust me, I’ve been trying really 
hard. But it was nice to see one go in the back of the net. 
Just try to keep throwing pucks at the net and see what 
happens. 

Alex Nedeljkovic 

On if he was surprised to see Alex Nedeljkovic score: No, not 
really. We work on those in practice, those set plays. That’s 
just one of those ones that was a good win. I think it was 
[Trocheck] that won it back, he wins it back and it’s a quick 

shot on net. It’s tough to read when he gets it off quick there 
like that. Those are hard to pick up, so great heads up play. 
It’s a smart play and something we’ve been trying to do all 
year and since Rod’s been here.  

On the games against the Predators getting chippier than the 
past: I think across the board you’re seeing it. Not just with 
these guys, but with every other team in the division. But 
you’re seeing it in other games between two other teams. 
There’s some bad blood building up. Even though it’s a 
shortened season, it’s a long one at the same time. We’re 
playing every team back to back and in some cases three or 
four games in a row. So there’s some mini series in there. 
There’s playoff type atmosphere, it feels like, even with a 
minimal amount of fans. So it’s pretty easy for some bad 
blood to build it and more physical play to creep in. 

On the first period: Obviously the first game against these 
guys, the first period wasn’t that great. We were fortunate to 
get out of there up a goal. [Petr Mrazek] was big in that 
period. And tonight it was completely different. We were all 
over them from start to finish. Then we kind of got a little bit 
of adversity in the second period. But we fought through and 
just stuck to our game. That’s what’s going to take us far the 
rest of the way is just sticking to our game. It doesn’t matter 
what happens. If we get punched in the face, just get back 
up and keep grinding.  

On staying sharp with the three-goalie rotation: Just having 
good practice habits. That’s all year, whether you’ve got two 
guys, three guys, however many guys, you have to have 
good practice habits, because that’s what’s going to translate 
over to the game. You start doing things a little differently in 
practice, it’s going to creep into the game in some way, 
shape or form, especially when you least expect it to. That’s 
usually the time when you need to keep up with the big save 
or timely save, something like that. Just saying sharp and 
staying mentally focused in practices is all you can do at this 
point.
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Wolves fall in shootout 

Rookie forward Cole Smith records first two-goal game as 
pro  

Despite rookie forward Cole Smith’s first two-goal game as a 
professional, the Chicago Wolves suffered a 4-3 shootout 
loss to the host Rockford IceHogs Saturday night. 

Rookie forward David Cotton also scored and defenseman 
David Warsofsky handed out two assists as the Wolves (15-
4-0-2) dropped their first game of the year when leading at 
either intermission. 

Wolves goaltender Connor Ingram (0-1-1) rejected 37 of 40 
saves during regulation and overtime while 27-year-old 
Russia native Ivan Nalimov (1-1-0) posted 23 saves to earn 
his first win in North America. 

Rockford (8-13-1-0) recorded the game’s first goal when 
Reese Johnson finished off a 2-on-1 rush with a top-shelf 
blast at 5:56 of the first. 

The Wolves answered shortly after Nalimov lost control of his 
stick and flipped it into the corner. Defenseman Joey Keane 
ripped a shot from the point that Smith redirected between 
Nalimov’s skates for a 1-1 knot at 14:11. 

Chicago received a power play moments later and, 10 
seconds into the power play, defenseman Frederic Allard 
ripped a wrister from the top of the right circle and Cotton 

battled to swat home the rebound to give the Wolves a 2-1 
lead at 14:46. 

The IceHogs forged a 2-2 tie on Andrei Altybarmakian’s 
rebound goal at 15:47 of the second, but Smith responded 
again with a pinpoint one-timer with 11 seconds left in the 
second. Center Sean Malone took a pass in the neutral 
zone, glided down the right wing, circled behind the net and 
flipped Smith a perfect backhand pass in the slot to set up 
the Wolves’ 3-2 lead. 

Rockford removed Nalimov with 3:00 left to get an extra 
attacker on the ice and it paid off when MacKenzie Entwistle 
was credited with the tying goal with 2:11 remaining in 
regulation. 

After a scoreless overtime, Rockford’s Tim Soderlund and 
Brandon Pirri converted their shootout attempts while the 
Wolves’ Patrick Harper and Cotton were stopped by 
Nalimov. 

The Wolves host their first home game in 18 days at 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, April 21, when Rockford visits the Wolves 
Training Facility in Hoffman Estates. 

The Wolves are hosting a Food Drive to help Chicago’s 
Common Pantry on Saturday, April 24, at Allstate Arena. 
Skates will lead a group accepting donations of canned 
goods and other non-perishable items from noon to 2 p.m. in 
the parking lot.
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Canes Girls Youth Program aims to grow hockey's appeal 

By Bridget Condon 

RALEIGH, N.C. (WTVD) -- A Saturday afternoon inside the 
Wake Competition Center -- full of hope and inspiration 
about the future of hockey. 

"It really inspires me a lot to see that girls can play hockey as 
well," said 10-year-old Chloe Feliciano. 

That's one of the main goals behind the new Canes Girls 
Youth Hockey program. 

"You want to make sure they leave with a smile on their face 
and I think all of the coaches do as well," said Alyssa 
Gagliardi. "That's the goal every single session that we do 
with this program, that it leaves you feeling good and 
inspired for the next generation." 

Gagliardi is the mastermind behind the Canes Girls Youth 
Hockey program - a project that the Carolina Hurricanes are 
investing $215,000 into as part of the NHL's goal to grow the 
sport. 

"For me, hockey has been my life since I was 8 years old," 
Gagliardi said. "I know the friendships it's brought me, the job 
opportunities ... if we can give a little bit of that to the next 
generation of girls who just love putting on their skates and 
their helmet and grabbing their stick and going to play then 
that's what we want to do." 

One of the goals of the program is to provide female role 
models. At the top of that list is Kelsey Koelzer -- the first 
Black player to be selected first overall in the NWHL Draft 
and a guest coach for this weekend's session. 

"You see how much folks are respecting women and you see 
the power they have in growing the game as a whole," 

Koelzer said. "That's something I think you can't put a price 
tag on that. 

"If I can add a little excitement and a little bit of passion to 
that and show them where hockey can get them then that's 
what I'm most excited about," she added. 

Gagliardi said it's a bonus to have Koelzer's presence. It 
gives young girls someone to look up to who has blazed a 
path. 

"She can share her experience of playing but also now 
coaching with this next generation to have dreams to maybe 
play college or beyond," Gagliardi said. "For us, it's really 
special to have another voice to have some other experience 
that we can offer to this next wave of players." 

Koelzer -- who is also the first Black head ice hockey coach 
in NCAA history -- brings a new perspective for girls, 
particularly minority girls. 

"If you have a love for the game, nobody's words or thoughts 
should interfere with that," Koelzer said. "If you believe you 
belong there, then you belong there and no one is going to 
change that." 

She hopes this groundwork can eventually change the 
perception of hockey among minorities, especially women. 

"Hopefully, down the line, girls like myself won't second-
guess the fact that they're playing a White, male sport, and 
hopefully down the line, it won't be considered a White male 
sport," she said. "Having that kind of reward for the work that 
I've put in throughout the years and to know that I am making 
a difference in even one girl's life, it's definitely special." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article250754549.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/04/hakanpaa-plays-hero-in-hurricanes-3-1-win/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-top-predators-again-to-cap-homestand/c-323768660 

https://www.nhl.com/news/nashville-predators-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-323112684 
https://apnews.com/article/jaccob-slavin-nhl-anaheim-ducks-nashville-predators-vincent-trocheck-582500f92ed522c2fa336f4ab7f27398 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/17/22389878/carolina-hurricanes-game-recap-nashville-predators-jani-hakanpaa-andrei-svechnikov 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/17/22389934/carolina-hurricanes-rod-brindamour-jaccob-slavin-jani-hakanpaa-alex-nedeljkovic-teuvo-

teravainen 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/04/17/wolves-fall-in-shootout-3/ 
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Hakanpaa’s first goal with Hurricanes the winner in 3-1 victory over 
Predators 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

APRIL 17, 2021 06:49 PM 

  

Try as they might, the Nashville Predators have not been able to beat the 
Carolina Hurricanes this season. 

The Canes topped the Predators for the sixth consecutive time Saturday, 
winning 3-1 at PNC Arena to keep their lead in the Central Division over 
Florida and Tampa Bay. 

Jani Hakanpaa, in his second game with the Canes, had the game-
winning goal in the third period. Jaccob Slavin scored in the first period 
and Andrei Svechnikov added an empty-net score late in the game. That 
was enough for goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, who made some timely and 
hustling saves among his 27 saves. 

Hakanpaa, named the game’s first star, gave the Canes (29-10-4) a 2-1 
lead at 8:55 of the third period as the 6-foot-5 defenseman took a pass 
from Vincent Trocheck off a faceoff win by the center and fired a shot 
from the top of the slot. 

“He told me, ‘It’s coming your way, just shoot it,’” Hakanpaa said. 

It came his way. He shot it. 

It was the Canes’ second goal from the blue line, a rarity in a game this 
season. Slavin scored the game’s first goal late in the opening period 
with a shot from the slot. 

The first period belonged to the Canes. They had 24 shots, nearly a full 
game’s worth for some teams, in the period and had the lead after 
Slavin’s second goal of the season -- the other an empty-netter on Feb. 
19. 

“It’s probably one of the best periods I’ve seen ever, to be honest with 
you,” Brind’Amour said. “We were good. We were on it, everything we 
were doing. It’s the way we’re supposed to look. Probably should have 
had more but it was good to get one.” 

The numbers in the first were staggering: the Canes had a 31-5 
advantage in scoring chances, according to Naturalstattrick.com. They 
looked sharp on the power play. They kept the puck in the offensive zone 
much of the period, putting Preds goalie Juuse Saros under extreme 
pressure. 

“It was a super solid first period from top to bottom,” Slavin said. 

But the Predators (24-21-1) survived the first with minimal damage. They 
got stronger as the game moved on. They tied the score 1-1 on Roman 
Josi’s goal from the top of the slot, after forcing a Canes turnover, and 
outshot the Canes in the period. 

But Hakanpaa’s goal gave the Canes the edge they need in the third as 
they beat the Predators for the 13th time in the past 14 games. 

Hakanpaa came to the Canes in a trade Monday from Anaheim and has 
made a quick transition. In his first game against Nashville, his most 
memorable play was a big hit on the Preds’ Mikael Granlund in the 
neutral zone. 

Hakanapaa had another big one Saturday, nearly sending Calle Jarnkrok 
flying into the Preds bench. He topped it with his first goal in 44 games 
this season and nearly scored on a rebound chance earlier in the game. 

The Canes closed out an eight-game homestand with a 5-2-1 record, and 
next will go on the road for six games — the first two at Tampa Bay. The 
Lightning were beatn 5-3 Saturday by the Panthers. 

The Canes lead the Central with 62 points, one point ahead of Florida 
and two points ahead of Tampa Bay. Carolina has two games-in-hand on 
the Panthers and one on the Lightning. 

“It’s nice to play in front of fans and be in front of the Caniacs again,” 
Slavin said. “From that side, it’s awesome and being home with the 
family mentally helps as well. With the hectic season that it is, it’s nice to 
be home but we’ve got a big road trip coming up so we’ve go to take care 
of the work we’ve got to do.” 

SECOND PERIOD: PREDS TIE IT 

Dominated and outskated much of the first half of the game, the 
Predators have tied it 1-1 in the second period on a Roman Josi goal. 

After a Canes turnover by Jake Bean in their zone, Josi collected the 
puck at the top of the slot, turned and zipped a high shot that beat goalie 
Alex Nedeljkovic. It was Josi’s sixth of the season came at 11:36 of the 
second. 

The Preds’ Ryan Johansen later got the puck past Nedeljkovic on the 
power play, but the goal was waved off. Johansen was ruled to have 
kicked the puck in the net. 

After 24 shots in the first period, the Canes had six in the second and 
were outshot 11-6. 

The Canes killed off a Jani Hakanpaa penalty in the second and most of 
a Jake Bean cross-checking call at the end of the period. 

FIRST PERIOD: SLAVIN SCORES 

The Canes took dead aim at goalie Juuse Saros in the first period, 
sending a lot of rubber to the net. 

Saros had all the answers for the first 23 Canes shots — slapshots, tips, 
rebound stuffs, redirections, you name it. But the Canes’ finally converted 
on the 24th as defenseman Jaccob Slavin jumped into the rush and 
drilled a shot from between the circles for a 1-0 lead after the first. 

It was Slavin’s second of the season — his first on Feb. 19 was an 
empty-netter — as Morgan Geekie earned his first assist and third point 
of the season. Stephen Lorentz also had an assist as the fourth line got 
the Canes a goal. 

Had Saros not been sharp, the Canes easily could have had a bigger 
lead. They had a season-high 24 shots in the period — a full game’s 
worth for some teams — as Slavin had five shots on goal and Nino 
Niederreiter had four. 

Naturalstattrick.com had the Canes with a 31-5 advantage in scoring 
chances in the first, 18-2 on high-danger chances. 
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Canes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic faced just seven shots in the period. 

GAME SETUP 

The Hurricanes have a simple checklist for their final regular-season 
games. 

Win as many as possible. Finish as high as possible in the Central 
Division. Stay healthy. Avoid any COVID-19 issues. 

That’s the plan. The Canes also are hoping for a return of forwards 
Teuvo Teravainen (concussion) and Brock McGinn (upper-body injury) at 
some point down the stretch. 

Playing during the pandemic, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said the 
health of the team has always been paramount. 

“That’s the No. 1 factor. All year it’s been that,” Brind’Amour said 
Saturday. “Whether you’re battling injuries, COVID or whatever, every 
day you’re worried about that, because that could derail everything. 

“Every team deals with it; every team is the same. You’ve got to play the 
games and you obviously have to hope that we stay healthy and get 
healthy. That would be perfect, if we could get our guys back.” 

The Canes (28-10-4) entered Saturday’s game against Nashville with a 
points-percentage lead (.714) in the Central over Tampa Bay (.698). Both 
have 60 points but the Lightning, which faces Florida on Saturday, has 
played one more game than the Canes. 

INJURY UPDATE 

Teravainen, who has played one game since Feb. 19, practiced with the 
team Friday and was at an optional morning skate Saturday. There were 
11 skaters and goalie Petr Mrazek at Saturday’s skate. 

Brind’Amour said it would be a “few days” before he could say if 
Teravainen was ready to get back in the lineup. His last game was March 
4 against Detroit. 

“It’s positive he’s with the group,” Brind’Amour said. “Is it a day-to-day 
thing? I don’t think so, but I think it’s closer to what it has been.” 

McGinn, who did not practice Friday and was not at the skate Saturday, 
has missed the past five games. 

THE LINEUP 

Brind’Amour said Alex Nedeljkovic would be the starting goalie against 
the Predators and would play his 16th game of the season. Nedeljkovic 
shut out Florida 3-0 on April 8 in his last start. 

Brind’Amour said there would be no other lineup changes from 
Thursday’s game, as Jake Bean and Jani Hakanpaa again will be the 
third defensive pair and Jake Gardiner a healthy defensive scratch. 
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Lightning lose at home to Panthers 

 

By Mari Faiello 

Published Yesterday 
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TAMPA — Another slow start for the Lightning put them in a rut coming 
out of the first period Saturday night against the Panthers at Amalie 
Arena. 

And it was a rut the Lightning could not fully escape, falling 5-3. That 
result, combined with the Hurricanes’ win over the Predators, rearranged 
the top three spots in the Central Division. Tampa Bay (60 points) fell to 
third, one point behind second-place Florida and two behind first-place 
Carolina. 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper said the chances were there for his team, 
much like they have been lately. And he thought it played better than in 
Thursday’s 3-2 overtime win against Florida. 

But, he warned, just because the team “took a step forward,” that doesn’t 
mean all is well. 

“We just shot ourselves in the foot,” Cooper said after the loss. “We did a 
lot of good things, but we still gave up four and the empty net is five. So 
you really can’t equate that to playing a good game. It was a step 
forward, and we did a lot of good things, but in the end, you can’t be 
giving those chances up, and you can’t be giving those goals up.” 

Tampa Bay logged 31 shots on goal to Florida’s 32. The Lightning won 
57 percent (31 of 54) of the faceoffs, something Cooper said they would 
need to improve on with the absence of injured captain Steven Stamkos 
(he’s five behind Yanni Gourde’s team-leading 238 faceoff wins). 

“I thought we didn’t spend a whole lot of time in our D-zone,” center 
Brayden Point said. “I thought there were stretches where we controlled 
the game. Passes were on the tape, guys looked more confident tonight 
making plays, and that’s what we need. It’s a step in the right direction. 
Obviously you want to win games, but I think overall we were better than 
we have been the past couple of games.” 

The Panthers scored 8:41 into the first on a deflection from defenseman 
Brandon Montour. They scored again four minutes later when right wing 
Patric Hornqvist capitalized on their first power play, finding an open net 
past Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

Point cut it to 2-1 after the puck deflected off his skate past Florida 
goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky. But that momentum was stifled when 
Panthers center Jonathan Huberdeau made it 3-1 with eight seconds 
remaining. 

Center Frank Vatrano scored late in the second to extend the Panthers’ 
lead, but Lightning defenseman Erik Cernak answered less than two 
minutes later with a goal from the right faceoff circle, cutting the deficit to 
4-2. 

The momentum continued into the third as right wing Mathieu Joseph 
brought the Lightning within one, scoring just 1:53 into the period. But 
Florida left wing Anthony Duclair ended any drama with an empty-netter 
with 50 seconds left. 

In the past 10 games, the Lightning are 5-5. Against Florida, they’re 3-3 
and end the regular season with two games at Sunrise, May 8 and 10. 

“They’re a really good team,” Cooper said. “They have a Hall of Fame 
coach (Joel Quenneville), and their team’s completely turned over. And 
the other thing is I think their best players are playing their best hockey. 
... They’re a deeper team. They’ve got some skill, and they’re well-
coached. There’s a reason why they’re up in the standings, and they 
deserve to be.” 

Centers Alex Barkov and Jonathan Huberdeau have 45 points each to 
lead the Panthers. Hornqvist is fourth with 30, behind former Lightning 
center Carter Verhaeghe (35), who is week to week with an upper-body 
injury. 

Despite their recent struggles, the Lightning see reason for optimism. 

“(The result) can be frustrating, for sure,” Point said. “But I think just the 
fact that we were generating, we were skating, and I just liked our team’s, 
our group’s confidence. I thought we were better with the puck tonight ... 
and we were much more responsible with our guys, too.” 

Panthers 3-1-1—5 

Lightning 1-1-1—3 
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First Period—1, Florida, Montour 6 (Bennett), 8:41. 2, Florida, Hornqvist 
14 (Gusev, Barkov), 12:31 (pp). 3, Tampa Bay, Point 18 (Palat, 
Sergachev), 13:40. 4, Florida, Huberdeau 15 (Bennett, Nutivaara), 19:52. 
Penalties—Montour, FLA (High Sticking), 4:57; Barkov, FLA (Hooking), 
9:32; Tampa Bay bench, served by Maroon (Too Many Men on the Ice), 
11:47. 

Second Period—5, Florida, Vatrano 15, 17:34. 6, Tampa Bay, Cernak 3 
(Hedman, Coleman), 19:15. Penalties—Johnson, TB (Hooking), 9:14; 
Johnson, TB (Hooking), 15:01. 

Third Period—7, Tampa Bay, Joseph 11 (Point, Hedman), 1:53. 8, 
Florida, Duclair 6 (Gudas), 19:10 (en). Penalties—None. 

Shots on Goal—Florida 11-11-10_32. Tampa Bay 15-7-9_31. Power-play 
opportunities—Florida 1 of 3; Tampa Bay 0 of 2. Goalies—Florida, 
Bobrovsky 15-7-2 (31 shots-28 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 26-6-1 
(31-27). T—2:23. Referees—Peter MacDougall, Furman South. 
Linesmen—Shandor Alphonso, Jonny Murray. 
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Steven Stamkos’ injury not related to last year’s core surgeries, Lightning 
say 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

 

TAMPA — The injury that landed Steven Stamkos on long-term injured 
reserve is not related to the core muscle surgeries he had last year, the 
Lightning said Saturday. 

Coach Jon Cooper expects Stamkos to return to the ice within seven to 
10 days and reiterated that the captain should be ready to play when he’s 
first eligible, on May 5. The Lightning host the Stars that night. 

“I think we’re extremely optimistic after he comes off the required time 
amount that he’ll be in really good shape to continue playing for us,” 
Cooper said. “Let’s see how he rests and his body mends a little bit.” 

Stamkos left the April 8 game at Columbus in the third period after he 
spun around to pass the puck up the ice and then hunched over. He was 
put on long-term injured reserved Thursday retroactive to April 9. 

Given that Stamkos was coming off two 2020 core muscle surgeries 
entering this season and that the latest injury seemed to happen without 
contact, there was concern that Stamkos had reaggravated the core 
muscle problem. 

Stamkos had the first surgery last year March 2. He then suffered a leg 
injury during voluntary workouts before training camp began in July after 
the season’s coronavirus shutdown. At the time he described that injury 
as “part of the ebbs and flows of going through rehab.” 

In the postseason, he played just 2:47 in the first period of Game 3 of the 
Stanley Cup final against Dallas. Stamkos had a second core muscle 
surgery in October. He was a full participant when training camp started 
in January and played in 38 of the Lightning’s first 40 games. 
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Panthers take 3 of 4 points from rival Lightning to solidify their place in 
division race 

 

BY DAVID WILSON 

APRIL 17, 2021 09:32 PM 

  

The Florida Panthers were agonizingly close to a celebration Thursday 
inside Amalie Arena. They came away from an overtime loss to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, feeling like they “were the better team” than the 
defending Stanley Cup champion in the sudden-death loss. Instead, they 
had to settle for one point and optimism, but it soon had to turn into 
urgency. Florida could not afford to leave Tampa without a win. 

In the first 10 minutes, Brandon Montour, who made the confident 
declaration Thursday, scored the opening goal and the Panthers never 
trailed Saturday on their way to a 5-3 win against the Lightning. 

With a dozen games left in the regular season, Florida returns home after 
taking 3 of 4 possible points from its fiercest rival. 

“You take that,” coach Joel Quenneville said, “any day of the week.” 

The win vaults the Panthers (28-12-5) back into second place in the ultra-
competitive Central Division, one point ahead of Tampa Bay (29-13-2) 
and one behind the first-place Carolina Hurricanes. All three teams now 
rank among the top six in the NHL in points. 

While Florida plays two games against the Hurricanes next week in 
Sunrise and closes the regular season with two more against the 
Lightning next month at the BB&T Center, the Panthers have played two 
more games than Carolina and one more than Tampa Bay, which 
elevated the importance of these two games with the Lightning. A 
devastating loss Thursday, cranked up the importance even more. 

Florida outshot Tampa Bay by nearly 20 on Thursday and lost in the 
sudden-death randomness of overtime. If it wasn’t for star goaltender 
Andrei Vasilevskiy’s 36-save gem, the Panthers are would’ve taken the 
opener of the two-game series. 

“You could feel it just in the locker room with all the guys how much this 
game meant,” Sam Bennett said. 

The versatile forward was the latest newcomer to join Florida on 
Saturday after the Panthers landed him in a trade-deadline deal with the 
Calgary Flames on Monday. 

On Thursday, Montour and winger Nikita Gusev both made their Florida 
debuts after the Panthers acquired them in the week leading up to the 
deadline, and they helped rejuvenate Florida. In the first period Saturday, 
the three newcomers all scored their first points as Panthers and helped 
build a 3-1 lead. 

Bennett was at the center of it all. 

Quenneville immediately placed Bennett at center on his second line, in 
between wingers Jonathan Huberdeau and Anthony Duclair, and the 
forward rewarded his coach with a game-changing, tone-setting first 
period. He logged two assists, three hits and a plus-minus of plus-2 in 
5:20, including 1:49 on the penalty kill. When Bennett was on the ice for 
5-on-5 action, Florida attempted six shots and allowed only one. 

The Panthers took a 1-0 lead with 11:19 left in the first period on a slap 
shot by Montour and Bennett created the chance when he tracked down 
a loose puck in front of the net and fired a pass back up to the 
defenseman at the point. Montour fired a slap shot into traffic and it 
deflected off Lightning defenseman Erik Cernak to give Florida a 1-0 lead 
for the second straight game. 

Star center Aleksander Barkov doubled the lead with a power-play goal, 
but Tampa Bay answered just 1:08 later. In the final seconds of the half, 
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the Panthers built a much-needed cushion and Bennett again created the 
chance. 

With the final seconds ticking away in the first, Bennett saw Tyler 
Johnson getting lazy with the puck and pounced. He threw an open-ice 
check at the Lightning forward and jarred the puck away. Huberdeau 
tracked it down, zipped a cross ice pass to Markus Nutivaara at the point, 
then buried a rebound off the defenseman’s slap shot with 7.8 seconds 
left in the period. Bennett added a secondary assist to go along with his 
earlier primary and Florida took a 3-1 lead into the first intermission in 
front of 3,800. 

Winger Frank Vatrano added an insurance goal on a breakaway with 
17:34 left in the second and the Panthers ended up needing it. The 
Lightning scored with 45 seconds left in the second period, then cut 
Florida’s lead to 4-3 on a goal with 18:07 remaining. The Panthers spent 
most of the third period clinging to a narrow lead and goaltender Sergei 
Bobrovsky finished off the win with 28 saves on 31 shots before winger 
Duclair capped the victory with an empty-net goal in the final minute. 

“That,” Bennett said, “was a lot of fun.” 
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Montour makes first splash, Panthers finish road trip with win in Tampa 

 

By ERIK ERLENDSSON 

ASSOCIATED PRESS  

APR 17, 2021 AT 11:38 PM 

 

Brandon Montour, Patric Hornqvist and Jonathan Huberdeau scored in 
the first period, and the Florida Panthers beat the Tampa Bay Lightning 
5-3 Saturday night. 

Frank Vatrano and Anthony Duclair also scored, and Sam Bennett had 
two assists to help Florida jump one point ahead of Tampa Bay for 
second place in the Central Division. Sergei Bobrovsky stopped 28 shots. 

“I feel like it’s a fun game, it’s a lot of emotions and two good teams 
battling for points,’' Florida defenseman Markus Nutivaara said. “I love to 
play in these games.’' 

Brayden Point, Erik Cernak and Mathieu Joseph scored for the Lightning. 
Victor Hedman had two assists to top 400 for his career. Andrei 
Vasilevskiy had 27 saves in his first loss on home ice this season in 15 
starts. 

The Panthers grabbed a 2-0 lead in the opening period on Montour’s first 
goal with Florida at 8:41 and Barkov’s rebound chance off his own shot 
on the power play that went in off Hornqvist at 12:31. 

Point answered with his 18th of the season 1:09 later when Mikhail 
Sergachev’s shot grazed off Point at the right post. 

In the final minute of the period, Tyler Johnson turned the puck over to 
Bennett in the neutral zone and missed his check on Huberdeau who 
pounced on a rebound of Markus Nutivaara’s shot with 7.8 seconds left 
for a 3-1 lead. 

“We turned it over, and when you turn it over, bad things can happen,’' 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “Then we got beat back to the net and 
missed our check . . . that was a tough one.’' 

Vatrano converted a breakaway at 17:34 of the second for a three-goal 
lead, but Cernak answered with 45 seconds left in the period. 

“I had so much time and so much space I could pick where I could shoot 
it and luckily it went in,’' Cernak said. “I thought it was great for 
momentum going into the third period.’' 

Joseph tipped a Hedman shot to make it 4-3 at the 1:53 of the third 
period, but Duclair’s empty-netter with 50 seconds left sealed the win. 

“I thought we were really good after they made it 4-3,’' Florida head 
coach Joel Quenneville said. “The second was good but they scored late, 
they got excited. They scored early in the third. I liked how we played in 
that response for the rest of the game. We did what we had to do.’' 

LOOKING FOR FITS 

Bennett made his Panthers debut, five days after being acquired from the 
Calgary Flames at the trade deadline. Bennett worked the middle on 
Florida’s second line between Huberdeau and Duclair, as Panthers 
coach Joel Quenneville tinkers with his lineups with an eye on the start of 
next month’s playoffs. 

“We’re looking for some balance,’' Quenneville said. “We’ve got a little 
more depth, we’ve got some more options with guys who can potentially 
play in the middle, so having versatility with wingers and centers and now 
we have some options in making our lines.’' 
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Hyde: From zero to Zito — Panthers’ changes started at the top 

 

By DAVE HYDE 

SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL  

APR 17, 2021 AT 1:07 PM 

 

Bill Zito is looking for a word. Serendipity? That’s not really it. Luck? No, 
it must be more than that. Maybe it’s something simpler — “Good 
timing?” he says — that the Florida Panthers needed whatever he 
brought to their table. 

“I’m not sure they even needed it,” says the first-year general manager of 
the Florida Panthers. 

Something’s different this year. Finally, something’s better as the 
Panthers move toward the playoffs in a few weeks. Zito says it’s the 
players — “it’s always about the players” — but after arriving last summer 
and talking to the staff and players the path he struck on must have 
helped, too. 

“The first thing I thought we needed was a culture change — we needed 
communicative, work-ethic accountability,” he said. 

That sounds lofty, even theoretical. Here’s what it means: Patric 
Hornqvist, one of the veterans Zito brought in this season, said 
something as everyone moved off the ice after a pre-season practice. 

“He said, ‘Where’s everyone going? We’re not done,’ " Zito said. “Did 
some players need to hear from a guy like him about putting in more 
work? He even said it to [goalie Sergei Bobrovsky], who’s one of the 
hardest-working guys I’ve seen. ‘Hey, we need to work on the penalty 
kill.’ " 

Maybe the change in the standings started there. Maybe it started with 
coach Joel Quenneville getting some players he needed for this team. 
Maybe it just was Zito signing Hornqvist, Carter Verhaeghe, Radko 
Gudas — you can go down the roster of new, supporting names brought 
in before this season. 
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This moribund franchise had signed new players for years. Just the 
previous year, they brought in so many players the news conference had 
to have two shifts because there weren’t enough seats at the table to 
accommodate them all at once. 

Here’s the difference: These signings led to wins. Again, serendipity? 
Again, luck? The nucleus of this team, the stars like Aleksander Barkov, 
Jonathan Huberdeau, Frank Vatrano and until his injury Aaron Ekblad, 
were brought in by previous general manager Dale Tallon. 

Did they need a push? 

“Maybe it was just time,” Zito says. 

[Popular in Sports] Heat’s Victor Oladipo remains sidelined with knee 
injury, Jimmy Butler questionable vs. Nets; James Harden out for 
Brooklyn » 

Zito has carved a fascinating career. He went to Harvard for a week — 
before transferring to Yale. He went to Wisconsin law school while 
coaching hockey and then built a successful sports agency. 

He switched sides by joining the Columbus Blue Jackets front office — 
sometimes negotiating deals with players who were former clients. By 
last summer he was a rising commodity inside the league when the 
Panthers hired him. 

Now this odd, pandemic season. It isn’t just the success thus far that’s 
struck him. It’s the 56 games squeezed into four months — meaning not 
just the solid Panthers goaltending of Bobrovsky and Christian Driedger 
has been invaluable or injuries like Ekblad’s broken leg seem to hurt 
more. 

Each decision Zito made mattered more his first season, too. In a 
backhanded manner, the strange season might have helped him. 

“It’s been hectic, harried, but due to the pandemic and social or other 
issues instead of having three or four options you might normally have as 
a GM — maybe you have only two options,” he said. “The menu of 
choices is limited. In some cases, that might have made it easier.” 

The trade deadline last Monday was perhaps every GM’s final help for 
the season. Zito traded for Buffalo defenseman Brandon Montour to help 
replace Ekblad and Calgary forward Sam Bennett to provide depth down 
the line. 

“I think our group is proud of what they’ve done, and hungry for what they 
can do,” Zito said. 

This Panthers have had good seasons one year only to sputter the next. 
So a quarter-century’s worth of scars aren’t forgotten by most of one 
good season. Sustainability matters. Communicative work-ethic, 
accountability must, too. 

They’ve gone from a surprise start to a good story to a team capable of 
making a run in the playoffs. It’s more than luck or serendipity. Just how 
much more is waiting to be seen. 
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Panthers get to Vasilevskiy early, hold on for win at Tampa Bay 

 

Published 8 hours ago on April 17, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

HPutting up three goals in the opening frame against Tampa Bay goalie 
Andrei Vasilevskiy is a good way to kick off a Saturday night and it 
certainly was for the Panthers. 

The Panthers got early goals from Brandon Montour, Sasha Barkov and 
Jonathan Huberdeau and let Sergei Bobrovsky do his thing as Florida 
held on for a 5-3 win over the host Lightning. 

Florida was held to two goals on 38 shots by Vasilevskiy in Thursday’s 3-
2 loss in overtime. 

Yet Saturday, Florida took 10 shots in the first period and cashed in on 
three of them. 

Hockey. 

The Panthers end up going 1-0-1 in Tampa, getting three out of the four 
available points. 

”You take that every day of the week,” Joel Quenneville said. “We’re 
happy to go home. It has been a long trip.” 

Florida got off to an aggressive start again Saturday with newcomer Sam 
Bennett getting on the scoresheet on one of his first shifts with the 
Panthers. 

Bennett got the puck to Brandon Montour. His shot appeared to be 
deflected in by Anthony Duclair and, 8:41 in, the Panthers held a 1-0 
lead. 

Montour was later credited with the goal making his first point with the 
Panthers a pretty important one. 

Bennett ended up with two assists in his first game. 

Not bad. 

”That was a lot of fun,’’ said Bennett, who centered Florida’s second line 
with Huberdeau and Duclair. “We have a really good team here, a great 
group of guys. It definitely feels good to get a win in my first game. 

“It was awesome to be able to play with those guys. They are so 
talented, so skilled. I don’t think I really knew how good they were until I 
finally got to play with them.” 

Later in the period, with the Lightning caught with too many skaters on 
the ice, Florida’s power play unit came on with Barkov following up his 
own rebound off a soft drop by Nikita Gusev in the slot to make it 2-0. 

Although it appeared Patric Hornqvist’s calf caught the puck on the way 
past Vasilevskiy, Barkov was credited with the goal by the league. 

Tampa Bay got on the board as everyone assumed they would at 13:40 
of the first when Brayden Point got to the side of the cage and rookie 
Alex Barre-Boulet shot clipped his skate and went past Bobrovsky. 

Huberdeau made it a two-goal game again with 7.8 seconds left before 
the break, scoring off a Markus Nutivaara rebound to make it 3-1. 

Florida came out firing in the second period and controlled the pace of 
play throughout. 

The Panthers made it a three-goal game with 2:26 left as Frank Vatrano 
chased down a loose puck, drove in on Vasilevskiy and dropped in a 
backhanded beauty. 

Tampa Bay did close it back to two goals, however, in the final minute as 
Erik Cernak sent a wrister past Bobrovsky to make it 4-2. 

The Lightning made it a one-goal affair less than two minutes into the 
third when Matieu Joseph deflected a Victor Hedman point-shot and 
suddenly, it was 4-3. 

”They scored late (in the second), early (in the third) and they were 
excited,” Quenneville said. “I liked how we played in that response for the 
rest of the game. We did what we had to do. There was one shift where 
they had us in our end, but other than that, I thought we did a good job.” 
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After a number of close calls on both sides of the ice, Duclair drove the 
length of the ice with Vasilevskiy on the bench and put the puck into the 
empty net with 49.2 seconds left. 

Crisis averted for the Panthers. 

Bobrovsky was solid throughout the game and was good in the third as 
well, ending the night with 28 saves — including eight in the final period. 

Stopping Point near the end of the third was huge. 

”Game-saving save,’’ Quenneville said. “Everything is on the line and you 
got the wrong guy with the puck on his stick. He made a great move and 
Bob made a great pad save coming out of nowhere. It was a huge save 
for us, you could feel it on the bench. Everyone was excited to see that. 
We played responsible after that, but that there was an A-plus chance for 
them.” 

The Panthers have evened the season series with the Lightning, each 
winning three. 

”We didn’t get the two points (Thursday) but we deserved them tonight,” 
Barkov said. “We worked hard, played really good defensively. 
Bobrovsky was unbelievable in the net and we got some big goals. Great 
win.” 

With Carolina winning again Saturday night, the Hurricanes remain atop 
the NHL’s Central Division with the Panthers in second one point back. 

Tampa Bay is now in third, two points behind Carolina. 

The final two games of the season will pit the Panthers and Lightning 
again, May 8-10 in Sunrise. 

After that, we may just see these two in the playoffs. 

ACCIARI OUT 

With so much depth now, the Panthers can afford to miss a player or two. 

On Saturday, Noel Acciari was listed as day-to-day with an upper body 
injury and missed the game. 

Quenneville said it was nothing serious. 

With Acciari out, Lucas Wallmark centered the fourth line with Juho 
Lammikko and Owen Tippett. 

Florida also made a few roster moves to get some of its taxi squad 
players some actual playing time. 

Defensemen Brady Keeper and Lucas Carlsson both went down to AHL 
Syracuse along with forward Aleksi Heponiemi. Coming back to the taxi 
squad are fowards Cole Schwindt and Scott Wilson. 
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Hockey Night in Florida: Panthers, Lightning play it again 

 

Published 20 hours ago on April 17, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

After playing one of their better games of the season but still losing in 
overtime Thursday night, the Panthers will be back at it Saturday when 
they visit the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

This is the sixth of eight meetings between the two Florida squads this 
season with Tampa Bay taking three of the first five. 

On Thursday night, the Panthers threw everything they had against 
Andrei Vasilevskiy but, at the end of the night, it wasn’t enough. 

Vasilevskei made 36 saves in the game as Victor Hedman won it in 
overtime 3-2. 

Florida’s Sergei Bobrovsky is the only active goalie to have won the 
Vezina Trophy twice but it looks like Vasilevskey will join him this year 
after he won it in 2019. 

Expect both goalies to square off against each other at Amalie Arena 
after Chris Driedger got the start Thursday. 

The Panthers can feel good about the way they stood up to the challenge 
Thursday in Tampa as they looked like the better team throughout the 
night. 

But a couple of mistakes cost them goals and, against a team like the 
Lightning, that’s all it takes. 

The Panthers are learning these things as they go. Playing games of this 
magnitude could help moving forward as Florida works its way toward the 
postseason. 

Tampa Bay’s first goal came on a power play chance when the Panthers 
were caught on a line change. Vasilevskiy played a puck deep in the 
offensive zone, spotted Alex Killorn in the neutral zone and hit him in 
stride. 

Killorn and Anthony Cirelli had a two-man rush on Driedger with 
MacKenzie Weegar getting there just in time to get his stick in on the 
cross-ice pass from Killorn — and knock the puck past his goalie. 

The Lightning’s second goal came in the third and tied the score when 
Ross Colton tapped in a pass and put it on Driedger’s pad, celebrating as 
the puck leaked through. 

“Playing meaningful games means every shift is important,” Quenneville 
said. “We welcome the challenge.” 

The Panthers are expected to have their complete team available 
Saturday with forward Sam Bennett arriving from Calgary after Monday’s 
trade deadline. 

Quenneville said he was thinking about starting Bennett at center, so, the 
thought here is he will take either the third or fourth line. 

Since Quenneville moved Lucas Wallmark up to the second line in his 
first game with Florida since being reacquired, we figure Bennett will get 
a chance to play up in the lineup a little at least from the start. 

UPDATE: Quenneville said Bennett would play Saturday and he will 
indeed get a good look, centering the second line with Jonathan 
Huberdeau and Anthony Duclair. 

Tampa Bay comes into Saturday tied with Carolina atop the NHL Central 
Division as both have 60 points; Florida is a point back in third. 

The Panthers and Lightning will conclude the regular season with a two-
game series at BB&T Center next month. 
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Stars closing gap on playoff position after 5-1 thrashing of Blue Jackets 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

10:21 PM on Apr 17, 2021 CDT — Updated at 10:23 PM on Apr 17, 2021 
CDT 
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As a product of their 5-1 win over the Blue Jackets on Saturday night, the 
Stars are improbably and oddly in a playoff spot. Well, kind of. 

The trouncing of Columbus, combined with Nashville’s loss in Carolina, 
moved the Stars ahead of the Predators and into fourth place on points 
percentage. Despite still being three points back with three games in 
hand, the Stars (17-14-12, .535) have a better overall record than the 
Predators (24-21-1, .533). 

“We’re not looking at percentage right now,” Joe Pavelski said. “I don’t 
think until that final game and we have a playoff spot, anyone’s going to 
feel good about themselves right now. Got to keep climbing, keep putting 
points in and moving up. We’ve done our job lately. We’ve got to 
continue with that.” 

The old hockey adage will surely apply to the Stars now: games in hand 
only matter if you win them. 

Dallas had no issue putting the Blue Jackets away on Saturday night. It 
exploded for a four-goal outburst in 6 1/2 minutes during the second 
period, pulling far ahead of the hapless Blue Jackets and finishing the 
season series against Columbus with a 5-2-1 record. 

Seven different Stars notched two-point nights: Pavelski, John Klingberg, 
Jamie Benn, Esa Lindell and Denis Gurianov all had a goal and an 
assist, while Jason Robertson and Roope Hitnz each had two assists. 
Jake Oettinger made 21 saves to earn his second straight win. 

“They made a couple mistakes and we capitalized,” Stars coach Rick 
Bowness said. “It was simple as that, the puck went in. We’ve had other 
explosions, played just as well, the puck didn’t go in. Tonight, it went in.” 

Being in fourth place is an unexpected feat for the Stars with 13 games 
remaining and the next four against the last-place Red Wings. 

In the last two months, they’ve played the busiest schedule in the NHL. 
They’ve missed their top center and goaltender for the entire season. 
Their No. 1 right winger played 11 games before he was shelved for the 
season. Their schedule has been disrupted twice — once by a 
coronavirus outbreak in training camp and again by February’s winter 
storm. 

Their play on the ice hovered from very slightly above average to very 
slightly below average, punctuated by a league-high 12 losses in 
overtimes and shootouts. They went two months without wining 
consecutive games, but have now done so three times this month. 

After three months of wondering about Dallas’ playoff chances, the Stars 
are suddenly coming on in the Central Division, with a 4-0-2 record in 
their last six games. 

“I think we’ve been playing really well,” Lindell said. “Everyone’s feeling it, 
we’ve got good confidence and we’re just trying to keep it rolling and 
keep getting points and keep climbing in the standings.” 

Sure, nothing has been accomplished by the Stars just yet. A 13-game 
stretch is a lot of time. Sure, wins over the depleted Blue Jackets 
shouldn’t gift Dallas a playoff spot. And sure, potentially beating the Red 
Wings shouldn’t lead to a parade-planning meeting. 

The Stars don’t make the schedule, though, as they have found out this 
season. They can only play the games in front of them, and have begun 
a soft six-game stretch with two crucial wins over Columbus. 

After Saturday’s game, the good feelings were visible in playful press 
conferences. 

Asked about Lindell’s goal, defensive partner Klingberg quipped “the 
guy’s lucky.” Lindell returned the favor when talking about Klingberg’s 
deflected goal, “I think Klinger can’t say anything about his goal. If we 
want to think which one was lucky, I think it’s his.” Pavelski had items 
being tossed at him during his first response to a question and said 
“catch anything this guy throws.” 

Sunday will be a rare weekend day off for the Stars, the first Sunday off 
in seven weeks for the team. 
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Stars get rare Sunday respite to rest during grueling pace of condensed 
season 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

9:04 PM on Apr 17, 2021 CDT — Updated at 9:07 PM on Apr 17, 2021 
CDT 

 

As a product of their 5-1 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets on 
Saturday night, the Stars are improbably and oddly in a playoff spot. 
Well, kind of. 

The trouncing of Columbus, combined with Nashville’s loss in Carolina, 
moved the Stars ahead of the Predators and into fourth place on points 
percentage. Despite still being three points back with three games in 
hand, the Stars (17-14-12, .535) have a better overall record than the 
Predators (24-21-1, .533). 

“We’re not looking at percentage right now,” Joe Pavelski said. “I don’t 
think until that final game and we have a playoff spot, anyone’s going to 
feel good about themselves right now. Got to keep climbing, keep putting 
points in and moving up. We’ve done our job lately. We’ve got to 
continue with that.” 

The old hockey adage will surely apply to the Stars now: games in hand 
matter only if you win them. 

Dallas had no issue putting the Blue Jackets away Saturday night. It 
exploded for a four-goal outburst in 61/2 minutes during the second 
period, pulling far ahead of the hapless Blue Jackets and finishing the 
season series against Columbus with a 5-2-1 record. 

Seven Stars notched two-point nights: Pavelski, John Klingberg, Jamie 
Benn, Esa Lindell and Denis Gurianov all had a goal and an assist, while 
Jason Robertson and Roope Hitnz each had two assists. Jake Oettinger 
made 21 saves to earn his second straight win. 

“They made a couple mistakes, and we capitalized,” Stars coach Rick 
Bowness said. “It was simple as that, the puck went in. We’ve had other 
explosions, played just as well, the puck didn’t go in. Tonight, it went in.” 

Being in fourth place is an unexpected feat for the Stars with 13 games 
remaining and the next four against the last-place Detroit Red Wings. 

In the last two months, they’ve played the NHL’s busiest schedule. 
They’ve missed their top center and goaltender for the entire season. 
Their No. 1 right winger played 11 games before he was shelved for the 
season. Their schedule has been disrupted twice — once by a 
coronavirus outbreak in training camp and again by February’s winter 
storm. 

Their play on the ice hovered from very slightly above average to very 
slightly below average, punctuated by a league-high 12 losses in 
overtimes and shootouts. They went two months without winning 
consecutive games but have now done so three times this month. 

The Stars are suddenly coming on in the Central Division, with a 4-0-2 
record in their last six games. 

“I think we’ve been playing really well,” Lindell said. “Everyone’s feeling it, 
we’ve got good confidence and we’re just trying to keep it rolling and 
keep getting points and keep climbing in the standings.” 

Sure, nothing has been accomplished by the Stars just yet. A 13-game 
stretch is a lot of time. Sure, wins over the depleted Blue Jackets 
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shouldn’t gift Dallas a playoff spot. And sure, potentially beating the Red 
Wings shouldn’t lead to a parade-planning meeting. 

The Stars don’t make the schedule, though, as they have found out this 
season. They can only play the games in front of them, and have begun 
a soft six-game stretch with two crucial wins over Columbus. 

After Saturday’s game, the good feelings were visible in playful news 
conferences. 

Asked about Lindell’s goal, defensive partner Klingberg quipped “the 
guy’s lucky.” Lindell returned the favor when talking about Klingberg’s 
deflected goal, “I think Klinger can’t say anything about his goal. If we 
want to think which one was lucky, I think it’s his.” 

Sunday will be a rare weekend day off for the Stars, their first Sunday off 
in seven weeks. 

Injury updates: Defenseman Andrej Sekera returned to the lineup after 
missing two games with a lower-body injury suffered when he blocked a 
shot Sunday in Nashville. He joined Sami Vatanen on the third pairing as 
Joel Hanley came out of the lineup. 

Mark Pysyk did not participate in morning skate Saturday, hobbled by a 
lower-body injury that Bowness labeled “day to day.” Bowness also said 
Joel Kiviranta was “a long ways away” from playing again. Kiviranta has 
not played since March 21 because of a lower-body injury and did light 
skating and puck-handling Thursday morning. 

Benn stays on roll: Captain Jamie Benn continued his recent strong play 
with a goal in the first period. The goal was Benn’s eighth point in the last 
10 games. 

Saturday was Benn’s sixth straight game at center, this time between 
Dickinson and Denis Gurianov. The line outscored Columbus 2-0 on 
Thursday, with Gurianov scoring the goals. 

“We weren’t messing around and taking the puck back too much, and 
trying to look for pretty plays,” Dickinson said. “It was a lot of simple 
corner plays and putting the puck on net.” 
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Stars rookie Jason Robertson says he never expected this level of 
success as a rookie 

 

By SportsDay Staff  

8:55 PM on Apr 17, 2021 CDT — Updated at 8:58 PM on Apr 17, 2021 
CDT 

 

Here are the highlights of that conversation edited for clarity. 

After just trying to make the roster to start the season did you expect to 
be producing points right around the best among NHL rookies? 

Jason Robertson: “I was in the bubble for 65-66 days as long as any 
team in the NHL when we made it to the final. Unfortunately I didn’t get 
any playing time, but I was there in every meeting, every session with all 
the players so I was kind of getting a firsthand look at how fast the NHL 
is. 

“As much as you see on TV and watching film, or on your computer or 
whatnot you can’t really tell how fast the game really is. What better way 
(is there) to try and digest all this hockey than the Stanley Cup Playoffs? 
It’s the most physical, the most skilled and the fastest hockey you can 
see. 

“But then going into the offseason my number one goal was just making 
the roster like you said. I figured when they said they’d have a taxi squad 
I’d have an idea that I could at least make that squad. But my goal was 
for sure cracking the team. Eventually when I made the team in January 
that’s when my focus turned to being an impact player. 

“That wasn’t my expectation at the beginning of the year. I never 
would’ve thought I would have been this successful. It’s not just an 
individual thing but my coaches put me in a position to succeed as well 
as my teammates, so I’m just trying to make the best of my game.” 

Now that people are pointing this out are you feeling more proud to 
represent as one of the few hockey players of Filipino descent? 

Robertson: “I think it really [hit me] when I got drafted. My parents told 
me ‘you’re kind of a role model for these young kids that are of Filipino or 
Asian descent. It’s just interesting for me and my little brother who was 
drafted. We both grew up in California and growing up... there were some 
Asian hockey players. So we kind of grew up around that. 

“But then when we moved out to the Midwest in Michigan and Toronto 
you don’t see that as often. So to be drafted and to have some success 
at the NHL level, both me and my brother, is a pretty neat experience. 

“It’s something that... as years go on and we start to progress in our 
hockey careers we’d love to increase the publicity for [players of] Filipino 
descent and Asian descent in hockey because it’s not really too popular. 
But certainly my brother and I can create more buzz around it. It’s a 
pretty neat thing and a pretty big opportunity for us.” 
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Stars show how real momentum can be in a blistering offensive stretch 

 

By Saad Yousuf  

Apr 17, 2021  

  

Momentum isn’t tangible. It doesn’t make forceful physical contact, like 
Denis Gurianov’s one-timer on the rush midway through the second 
period. It can’t be seen, like the silky pirouette of a goal by Joe Pavelski 
three minutes later. Momentum was there Saturday night, though, 
flooding the American Airlines Center as the Stars swam comfortably in 
it. 

“You get some momentum going, guys feel good, playing with 
confidence, scoring a few goals. It feels nice,” Pavelski said after the 
Stars’ 5-1 win over the Blue Jackets. “I think (momentum) is a big thing. 
We’ve proven that, at times, when we score one, we’ve stayed on the 
attack and we’ve been able to get a second one. We’ve had some big 
second periods lately. It’s changed games for us.” 

The first period was pretty typical. The Stars had a significant advantage 
in shots on goal, getting up to a 12-4 edge at one point. However, the 
Columbus Blue Jackets drew first blood on the scoreboard, as Stars 
opponents have been prone to do more often than not this season. Jamie 
Benn responded with a nifty goal to even things up. The game carried on 
the same way into the second period, the puck bouncing off of sticks for 
about the first 10 minutes. 

Then, it started bouncing off nets. Nothing about the game was typical 
anymore as the Stars scored four goals in under seven minutes, their 
most blistering offensive stretch this season. 

“They made a couple of mistakes, and we capitalized,” Stars head coach 
Rick Bowness said. “It’s as simple as that. The puck went in. We’ve had 
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other explosions as well and the puck didn’t go in. Tonight, it went in. We 
made some good plays.” 

Not all goals are equal. There was some extra dose of good feeling 
attached to the first goal of that stretch for how it was scored and the 
characters involved. Benn made a strong play along the boards to get to 
the puck and flipped it ahead to Gurianov. With Jason Dickinson 
streaking on the other side and Benn trailing, the Stars had a three-on-
two opportunity. Gurianov got to the top of the circle and passed it back 
to Benn, instantly drawing known Stars killer Patrik Laine off of Gurianov. 
Benn flipped the puck back to Gurianov, who unleashed his patented 
one-timer. 

Not that anybody would be picky on style points, but even goals Gurianov 
has scored recently, which all count the same, many have been in the 
hard areas in front of the net. This one was a flashback to last season, 
when Gurianov led the Stars players in scoring. It’s the kind of play the 
Stars need Gurianov to make more consistently as he progresses as an 
NHL player. 

Gurianov is a skilled offensive talent, but if he can use that skill in a more 
calculated way with his hockey IQ, there is a lot more there to be 
unlocked (see: Hintz, Roope). The lack of practice time really hurts a 
young, raw talent like Gurianov, but the flashes of what could be, show 
up periodically and are certainly encouraging. 

At the time, it only resulted in a 2-1 lead, but it led to so much more. A 
few minutes later, the Stars had arguably their best full collection of 
offensive talent on the ice with the top line of Roope Hintz, Jason 
Robertson, Pavelski and the defensive pairing of John Klingberg and Esa 
Lindell. Robertson has shown off his goal-scoring prowess quite a bit 
recently, but he’s also proven to be an incredible passer. He fed Pavelski 
the puck perfectly in between three Blue Jackets players, and the veteran 
forward turned in a beautiful goal on the spin. 

“The goal was just a heads-up position,” Pavelski said. “There wasn’t a 
lot there, and it was a nice play by Robo (Robertson) to give it to me in 
that spot, and from there you are just turning and trying to find a hole and 
hopefully surprising him — and hopefully the goalie is not set. It was nice 
to see it go in.” 

It’s weird to say it but it feels like Pavelski’s having a pretty underrated 
season. Hintz has been hurt most of the year but his impact is clear. 
When he plays, he’s the Stars’ best forward. Robertson has been a 
surprise, announcing his arrival to the NHL as a true Calder contender. 
Klingberg’s game gets a lot of attention as one of the top offensive 
defensemen in the NHL. Benn and Gurianov get a lot of room at the 
conversation table, for better or worse. Rookie goaltender Jake Oettinger 
has overachieved. 

So, what has Pavelski done? In a year when the Stars have been 
ransacked by injuries, the forward has played in every game. He leads 
the Stars with 18 goals and is tied with Klingberg for the team lead in 
assists with 23, giving him the team lead in points this season with 41 
points. That’s basically a point-per-game pace through 43 games for a 
player who is three months away from his 37th birthday. In Tyler Seguin’s 
absence, he’s taken on the role of an alternate captain and has been a 
vital leader in a locker room that has dealt with all sorts of adversity this 
season. In a year of inconsistency, Pavelski has been nothing but 
consistent. That continued on Saturday as he scored a goal in his third 
consecutive game. 

A 3-1 lead over the Blue Jackets would likely do the trick, but the Stars 
were not done. Twenty seconds after Pavelski’s goal, Klingberg looked to 
pass to Hintz on the rush, but Blue Jackets defenseman Scott Harrington 
poked his stick in the way. Instead of getting a potential assist off of a 
Hintz goal, the puck trickled into the net to give Klingberg his seventh 
goal of the season. 

To put a bow on the scoring splurge, and the game, Esa Lindell — known 
more for his defensive presence than offensive impact — scored a goal. 
It was his fifth through 43 games this season. Last season, he had three 
goals in 69 games. That gave the Stars a 5-1 lead. 

“It’s a good feeling,” Bowness said. “It’s nice to see the puck go in, but 
the most important thing is those two points we got tonight and the two 
points we got the other night, and now we can focus on Detroit.” 

• The Stars have shown how they ride momentum during a game 
throughout the season, even if it shows up when it has often been too 
late. Players and coaches usually point to momentum within a game but 
not so much over the course of a season. That’s why the Stars have 
been able to have good stretches during games quite often but have had 
a difficult time stringing together wins during the season … except lately. 

After starting 4-0, the Stars didn’t win back-to-back games for over two 
months. In the past 17 days, since the beginning of April, Dallas has won 
back-to-back games three times. If you’re looking for style points, the 
Stars have those too, as not all of the back-to-back wins are against 
lowly competition like the past few days against the Blue Jackets. It 
started with a road back-to-back in Nashville and in Carolina and the 
second set was wins over Chicago and Florida. 

• The standings are getting really tight for the battle for fourth in the 
Central. The Blackhawks beat the Red Wings on Saturday while the 
Predators fell to the Hurricanes. The Stars have officially taken over the 
fourth spot in winning percentage: 

They are one point behind the Blackhawks with two games in hand and 
two head-to-head matchups. They’re three points behind the Predators 
with three games in hand, with a huge head-to-head looming on May 1. 

The Stars play the Red Wings this entire week, first a home back-to-back 
on Monday and Tuesday and then a couple of games in Detroit. 
Meanwhile, the next three games for the Predators and Blackhawks are 
against each other. This will be a significant week for that fourth spot in 
the Central. 

• The Stars haven’t been held without a point since April 6 in Chicago. 
They’re 4-0-2 in their past six, and it’s beginning to show on the faces 
and mannerisms of players who have been navigating a grueling 
schedule for almost two months now. 

• After the game, Klingberg was asked about his defensive partner, 
Lindell, showing offensive talent every so often, and Klingberg said 
Lindell’s goal was lucky. Lindell responded moments later with a grin, 
saying Klingberg’s goal was the lucky one (for the record, Klingberg’s 
goal was the luckier one on Saturday given it wasn’t even a shot). 
Pavelski had items being thrown at him during his postgame news 
conference as he made light-hearted remarks. 

There’s the old saying that winning cures a lot. The Stars are winning, 
and the vibes are good right now. 
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The Athletic / Why 37 NHL goalies changed pads this year: Inside the 
high-stakes game of hockey equipment branding 

 

By Sean Shapiro  

Apr 17, 2021  

 

One season after winning the Vezina Trophy, Connor Hellebuyck did 
something unexpected for a goalie at the top of his game: He switched 
his pads. 

After using CCM-branded gear for the first five years of his NHL career, 
the Winnipeg Jets goalie is now wearing pads from True Hockey. He’s 
not alone. In something of a major shift in the goaltending world, the 
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previously little known company seemingly grabbed a large market share 
overnight. Thirty-seven goalies on NHL rosters or taxi squads are 
wearing True pads this season, many of them switching from CCM. 

Why did so many goalies switch? 

The truth is the pads didn’t change at all. 

Hellebuyck’s pads, just like they’ve been since 2010, were handcrafted 
just outside of Montreal by Lefevre Inc., a goalie equipment manufacturer 
that used to be partnered with CCM and was bought by True in 2020. 

It’s an important deal in the hockey world and sheds light on the battle for 
market share in the hockey equipment business and how marketing and 
branding play a role in shaping the competition. 

In the whimsical world of goaltending, the Lefebvre family is the 
equivalent of Oscar Zoroaster Phadrig Isaac Norman Henkle Emmannuel 
Ambroise Diggs in “The Wizard of Oz.” 

The Lefebvres — Patrick, Véronic and Michel — are behind the curtain, 
pulling and sewing the strings, while their public presence has always 
been behind a marketing giant, such as Reebok or CCM, and now True. 

Pads made by Lefevre (the company name dropped the B from Lefebvre) 
have been a fixture in the NHL since 1987. The five all-time winningest 
goalies — Martin Brodeur, Patrick Roy, Roberto Luongo, Ed Belfour, and 
Marc-Andre Fleury — all used Lefevre pads during their careers. 

Roy was the first to popularize Lefevre pads, which were Koho-branded 
pads in the late 1980s. The craftsmanship of those initial pads, combined 
with Roy’s success, turned Lefevre into a fixture for NHL goaltenders, 
particularly those from Quebec in the early 1990s. 

While Lefevre would work directly with goalies on the pads, their hands-
on approach was a selling point to NHL goalie customers, they left 
branding and marketing and mass production to a larger partner 
company. 

“We’ve always been focused on the product first, that’s the most 
important thing,” Patrick Lefebvre told The Athletic. “We are pad makers, 
not marketers, for us it was always about making the best thing for 
goalies and working with the goalies. They know who we are, the goalies 
do.” 

Hellebuyck got his first pair of custom-made Lefevre pads, then branded 
as Reebok, in 2010 when he was a senior at Walled Lake High School in 
Michigan. The pad changed his style, helped him become the more self-
described “boring” goalie in his stance, and it was part of the groundwork 
for an eventual NHL career. The Jets goaltender has tried other pads in 
practice before, just to see what else is on the market, but said nothing 
has been able to compare to the fit he gets from Lefevre and more 
importantly the ability to call Patrick directly and discuss potential tweaks 
to equipment. 

“Goalies are going to have lots of opinions on equipment and how pads 
should or shouldn’t do something,” Hellebuyck said. “Something they do, 
which I think is great, is take all of that and are able to figure out what 
feedback actually makes sense to use in pad performance. For example, 
a couple of years ago I was worried about consistency in a glove, so Pat 
tried on every one of my gloves personally before they were sent out. 
What other company is going to do that for their client?” 

That reputation is why larger companies have tried to partner with 
Lefevre to build their goalie pads, while Lefevre has remained largely 
behind the scenes to avoid the marketing and licensing costs that would 
come with attacking the larger market. 

Brands that appear in NHL games pay the league a licensing fee of 
$125,000 per category, according to a True spokesperson. 

Goalie pads and gloves fall under the same category, while players’ 
sticks, skates, helmets, and gloves also cost a brand $125,000 to have 
licensed within an NHL game. A company that operates as a full head-to-

toe equipment provider in the NHL represents more than $600,000 in 
revenue to the league per season. 

The NHL, through a spokesperson, declined to comment or confirm the 
cost of licensing fees. 

If a company hasn’t paid the licensing fees the gear can still be used in 
the NHL, but it has to come with blank branding. That’s what Lefevre did 
during the 2020 NHL playoffs, when they were between partners and 10 
NHL goalies took completely blank pads into Toronto or Edmonton. 

Lefevre and Sport Maska Inc., the parent company for CCM, had a 10-
year-agreement that expired on Dec. 31, 2019. During that time CCM 
pads would say they were powered by Lefevre, while the companies 
agreed to exchange ideas and best practices about creating goalie gear. 

Near the end of the deal, Lefevre was informed CCM was no longer 
interested in working with them and would start to make their own pads 
for NHL goalies. It was a somewhat amicable split until Lefevre watched 
the 2020 world juniors and felt CCM was continuing to make similar pads 
using Lefevre designs. 

A suit was filed on Jan. 9, 2020 in Quebec Superior Court that alleged 
that CCM was continuing to make similar pads using Lefevre technology 
after their 10-year partnership had come to a close on Dec. 31, 2019. 
Lefevre shared designs and innovations with CCM during that 
partnership, but according to the suit, those designs would remain 
Lefevre property after the deal expired. 

Evidence was presented showing photos comparing Lefevre product and 
CCM product produced outside the partnership, and the suit was 
dismissed by Justice Fréderic Bachand, who said the photo wasn’t 
enough to grant an emergency injunction. Lefevre and True both 
declined to comment on what happened after that suit was dismissed, 
while Jean-Luc Couture, the lawyer for Lefevre, wrote in an email to The 
Athletic, “We do not have any comments to make on this case at the 
present time.” 

At this same time, Lefevre had turned to Instagram to help launch the 
business while working in the background on a potential sale to True. 
Instagram postings caught the attention of both Carter Hart and Sergei 
Bobrovsky, who reached out to Lefevre about continuing to use their 
pads even after the relationship with CCM had ended. 

“The time we were without a partner and the fact we had goalies 
reaching out to work with us, that was really encouraging and I think 
spoke to our product” Lefebvre said. “That I think helped us even further 
and proved we were a company that someone like True would be 
interested in.” 

True used to be like Lefevre. 

It was a company that focused only on top-tier clients, and worked in 
partnership with larger brands, before an ownership change in 2011 led 
to re-shifting its focus and trying to grab larger market share and 
branding. 

In the hockey world, True wants to compete with more established 
brands at both the professional and minor league levels. 

It started in golf, where True Sports went from producing golf shafts for 
other companies, to moving into the public space with more consumer-
facing products. True has had sticks in the NHL since 2000, but they 
were branded under other company names, while True Hockey was 
launched as a consumer-facing brand in 2014 with a one-piece stick. 

In the seven years since the brand has grown and turned into a head-to-
toe outfitter for players, and now with the acquisition of Lefevre, goalies 
as well. Dave McNally, Senior Director of Global Sales and Marketing at 
True Sports Inc., said True has had an eye on the goalie space since 
2016, when it acquired VH Footwear in 2016, which already had large 
market share amongst NHL goalies when it came to skates. Hellebuyck, 
for example, reached out to True and became their first sponsored 
goaltender after the company bought VH Footwear. 
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Fifty-seven NHL goalies currently use True skates, according to Gear 
Geek that represents 64.8 percent of NHL goalies, but skates aren’t a 
flashy billboard for a brand like pads and gloves. 

Getting “TRUE” emblazoned on pads, the largest billboard for an 
equipment advertiser on a player’s person, was the next step and crucial 
to attacking the consumer space. As this became a priority for True, the 
long-term partnership between Lefevre and CCM was coming to an end. 

McNally called it the opportunity of a lifetime for True when Lefevre 
informed them it was interested in discussing a potential sale. 

“It was a turnkey operation, they had NHL exposure and the technology 
and the ability to scale that technology,” McNally said. “They checked a 
lot of boxes and when it kind of fell on our lap, it just made so much 
sense that it was hard for us to not jump all of this opportunity.” 

Now, True has the launching pad to attack the consumer space. True 
and Lefevre are launching a custom line for consumers that aren’t NHL 
goalies, in April with plans to have mass-produced pads on the shelves in 
2022. 

Those mass-produced pads won’t be made in Montreal by Lefevre, but 
will have the ability to use the Lefevre name when it comes to design. It’s 
a similar approach to what CCM and Reebok had done prior when 
partnering with the Lefevre, a consumer can buy pads that look like an 
NHL goalie’s, but it’s not made by Lefevre unless ordering something 
custom. 

In the end it’s the ideal setup for Lefevre, who gets to continue focusing 
on custom, hand-made products for NHL goalies and other custom 
clients, while True is able to flood the consumer market place with pads, 
while still being able to use NHL goalies as an active, living billboard. 

“It allows both of us to specialize in what we are best at,” Lefebvre said. 
“We have always been about the goalies first and working with them 
closely, we can now keep doing that for a long time.” 

On a whole, True’s strides within the hockey equipment world haven’t 
gone unnoticed, and as the brand has pushed into the goalie space it’s 
becoming more of a competitor for some of the more established names 
like CCM and Bauer. 

Zachary Jarom is an operations specialist and photographer for Pro 
Stock Hockey, which sells overstocked and used professional equipment. 
Pro Stock Hockey currently works with 27 of the 31 NHL teams, 
essentially buying gear from equipment managers, while also working 
closely with AHL and ECHL franchises. 

“They aren’t top three, they have a ways to go before catching Bauer or 
CCM,” Jarom said. “But they are coming, they are doing the right things 
to make the best quality possible and we’ve seen a demand and people 
are looking for True gear.” 

Jarom said True’s push into the market is similar to how Warrior came 
into the market, but it seems more nuanced and patient. 

“True, I don’t get the feeling they’ve rushed anything, they’ve taken their 
time, and each time they do get into a space they’ve delivered,” Jarom 
said. “That they’ve gotten one of the go-to brands in goalies now 
(Lefevre), they are poising themselves to be one of the best equipment 
brands in the long run.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' Green opens up about battle with COVID-19, 
return to the ice 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

April 17, 2021, 6:59 PM 

 

VANCOUVER — Travis Green probably knew he was in trouble when he 
had to stop worrying about his players in order to start worrying about 
himself. 

The Vancouver Canucks’ coach, one of the most severely stricken 
members of the National Hockey League team during its P.1-variant 
COVID-19 outbreak, finally returned to the ice Saturday to run a full 
practice at Rogers Arena. He plans to coach Sunday when the Canucks 
emerge from the most serious health crisis of the NHL season with a 
home game against the Toronto Maple Leafs, Vancouver’s first game 
since March 24. 

Only a couple of days ago, Green said, he wasn’t sure he could do it. 

“There was a point where I think I was worried about our players a lot,” 
he told reporters in his first Zoom call since the Canucks’ crisis began 
March 31. “And then I was pretty sick, and worried just to get through 
each day. Selfishly, maybe my focus turned to myself a little bit, and 
getting a little bit worried. But I think when you play on a team everyone's 
worried about everyone. 

"We've got a few guys that are still out that you really feel for because I 
have a bit of an idea of how they're feeling. You know when you coach a 
team and you care about your players so much, it's almost like your kids. 
You want to make them feel better, and you can't.” 

The seriousness of Green’s condition was apparent in the medical team 
he thanked on Saturday. These included Canucks physician Dr. Jim 
Bovard and head medical trainer Jon Sanderson, but also doctors John 
Yee and Chris Carsten. 

Dr. Carsten is head of respiratory medicine at the University of British 
Columbia. Dr. Yee is head of thoracic surgery, and surgical director of 
lung transplantation at Vancouver General Hospital. 

“There's been a lot of people that had a lot of support for our group,” said 
Green, 50, explaining the raspiness of his voice as a post-practice 
condition. “I want to just take a moment to thank them. As far as the virus 
itself, I don't want to dive into it too deeply, into my situation personally. 
But if I could tell the people of BC: Continue to do the right things. Listen 
to the health authorities. We're not quite through this yet. And you don't 
want to get this. 

"I can say that personally. It wasn't easy at times and it's not a joke. Don't 
let your guard down, even though it's hard. I urge people to do that 
because you don't want to get it, you don't want other people to get it, 
you don't want loved ones to get it.” 

Outside of medical-team visits, Green fought the coronavirus alone. His 
family spends hockey season at home in Orange County, where Travis 
and Sheree Green’s youngest son, Brody, who has autism, benefits from 
routine and support at school. 

That physical separation was probably both a blessing and a curse the 
last two weeks. A few Canucks players, including Brandon Sutter on 
Saturday, have talked about the anguish of passing COVID-19 on to 
family members. But Sutter also mentioned the benefit of being with his 
wife, who is 23 weeks pregnant, and young children and being able to 
support his family as it battled the virus together. 

Green was alone. He can see Rogers Arena from his Olympic Village 
neighbourhood, but didn’t return to his workplace until mid-week. 

He said it was important to him that he be back for his players and their 
return to competition on Sunday. 

“There's been a lot of people that have gone through a lot and are 
coming back to play, and I wanted to make sure that I was there,” Green 
said. “If I didn't feel like I could do it, though, I wouldn't do it. There was a 
time, probably just a couple days ago, where I really didn't believe I 
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would be. I'm thankful that I've been able to come and be at the rink the 
last few days and get on the ice today and it will be good to coach 
tomorrow. 

“I had flu-like symptoms, I wasn't feeling great for four or five days. I 
thought I was coming out of it, and then it got a lot worse, probably for 
another five, six days. And at that point, I was a little worried. The 
physical part is hard, but also the mental part is hard when you're going 
through this as well. I'm thankful that I've had some people that helped 
me and also a lot of support from a lot of people in the hockey world, 
which is amazingly small. The people that have reached out to me, I 
really appreciated it.” 

Green said starting goalie Thatcher Demko, winger Tyler Motte and 
rookie defenceman Olli Juolevi, among the 21 players who tested 
positive for the coronavirus, aren’t yet healthy enough to play. 

Winger Jake Virtanen and defencemen Nate Schmidt, the last to go into 
quarantine, still haven’t been cleared from the NHL COVID Protocol List. 
Forward Matthew Highmore and defenceman Madison Bowey, acquired 
at the NHL trade deadline on Monday, are still serving their one-week 
travel quarantines but may be available to play against the Maple Leafs 
on Tuesday. 

Still, the Canucks will have a full NHL lineup on Sunday, something that 
would have been impossible had Vancouver players not pushed the 
league and its Players’ Association to delay the team’s return from 
Friday’s scheduled re-start. 

The Canucks will play their final 19 games over 32 days, finishing its 
season on May 19 more than a week after most of the NHL completes 
the 56-game regular season 

“I think it has been real important that we've had the extra days of 
practice for our team,” Green said. “Obviously, they've gone through a lot 
in the last few weeks. But I think they've needed (more time) physically... 
but maybe more importantly mentally. Just to get through a few more 
days and feel good about themselves and get through a practice where 
you're not struggling to get through practice, I think that's been vital for 
our group. 

“As far as expectations... there's been a lot to talk, you know, how can 
you expect to do this or that? Hey, we're here to win tomorrow. That's our 
mindset, that's how our group feels, and I wouldn't want it any other way.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' need for Caufield even clearer after listless 
loss to Senators 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

April 17, 2021, 9:21 PM 

 

MONTREAL—This isn’t some kind of Sophie’s choice for Marc Bergevin. 
At least not now, after having watched his Montreal Canadiens lose 4-0 
to the Ottawa Senators on Saturday. 

They couldn’t muster more than eight quality scoring chances—three of 
them came with the game out of reach—against a competitive but 
defensively porous team, and they were shut out for the second Saturday 
in a row. The Canadiens have scored just 14 goals in their last eight 
games, with four of them coming in a win over the Toronto Maple Leafs 
on Monday, and they’re in desperate need of a spark only Bergevin can 
facilitate. 

That's because Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme currently doesn’t 
have the authority to make a change to his lineup right now, but Bergevin 
does. As general manager, he and he alone makes the final decision on 
whom the team can use with its last of four non-emergency recalls post-
trade deadline, and if he was previously reticent about using Cole 
Caufield, he shouldn’t be anymore. 

It’s not just offence the Canadiens need, it’s a shakeup, and doing 
nothing and expecting things to change seems like a bigger risk than 
bringing in Caufield at this point. 

And, in reality, bringing Jake Evans back into the fold instead of inserting 
Caufield isn’t likely to provide offence or a shakeup. 

Not to detract from what Evans has brought in his 36 games this season, 
but he’s got two goals and seven points. The rookie doesn’t fit higher up 
than the fourth-line role he’s played for all but a few periods as a stop-
gap solution in Brendan Gallagher’s absence. He’s also not an option for 
the Canadiens’ power play, which went 0-for-4 against the Senators and 
has scored just two goals in its last 31 attempts. 

But Caufield, a top-six talent who is made for the power play, is. And if 
using him means leaving Evans on the sidelines until the team suffers 
two injuries and can once again use the emergency designation for a 
call-up, or until the playoffs begin, so be it. We understand it’s a lot to put 
on a 20-year-old fresh out of college who only has two games of 
professional experience and has never played one in the NHL, but Evans 
has played only 55 at this level, including the six he dressed for in the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs last August. 

Even from a comfortable position with 14 games to go, the Canadiens 
are going to be in tough to make the playoffs this May if Bergevin doesn’t 
give Ducharme the flexibility to change his lineup. And the coach needs 
that flexibility—especially after his team played so listlessly and lost its 
fourth game of this six-game home stand. 

The Canadiens couldn’t conjure an ounce of emotion before Drake 
Batherson scored to make it 2-0 Senators in the 14th minute of the 
second period. And, even after that, they did so little to put themselves in 
position to tie the game. 

And it’s not like this was some new phenomenon. It’s been happening for 
over a month, as Ben Chiarot attested to after the game, since he had 
watched the Canadiens play this way while he was recovering from a 
fracture to his right hand. 

Chiarot noted that, from his vantage on the bench and on the ice, not 
much had changed over the two games he played in this weekend. 

“I think we need to create more chances around the net,” Chiarot said. “It 
doesn’t seem like we get very many dangerous chances. Before I came 
back in the lineup, being upstairs, you get to watch kind of from a 
different angle, and that’s something I noticed is we need to generate 
some more offence and more high-dangerous chances and get the puck 
to the slot a little more. So, that’s something we need to do to put the 
puck in the net a little more. You’re not going to win many games scoring 
one or two goals, so that’s going to be key for us.” 

This was coming from the same guy who, when asked about Caufield on 
Friday morning, said, “From everything I hear, he can put the puck in the 
net. That’s important for our team, especially right now. And if he can do 
that to help us, that’s perfect.” 

That’s up to the GM. 

If it were up to Ducharme, it might have already happened, with the 
Canadiens having created the cap flexibility to bring Caufield into the 
lineup in placing both Xavier Ouellet and goaltender Cayden Primeau on 
the team’s taxi squad prior to Saturday’s game, in which starting 
goaltender Carey Price returned from a lower-body injury. 

The coach appeared beyond frustrated when he was asked after the 
game about potential lineup changes moving forward, after he had twice 
repeated over the last 36 hours that his hands were tied. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 18, 2021 

 

“It’s going to be the third time I’ve said I can’t make changes,” Ducharme 
started, with a tone that suggested he’d love to if he could. 

Maybe he’d be opting for Evans, but Caufield is the obvious choice. 

He’s been an elite scorer at every level. He shattered Auston Matthews’s 
single-season record with the United States National Development 
Program Team before he was drafted 15th overall by the Canadiens in 
2019, and then he went on to earn Big-10 Rookie of the Year honours 
with the Wisconsin Badgers in 2020. 

This past season, Caufield was decorated in world junior gold with Team 
USA in January and he was awarded the Hobey Baker Award in April as 
the NCAA’s best player. 

He scored 30 goals and 52 points in 31 games and authored one of the 
greatest seasons ever seen at that level. 

It’s a big jump to this one, and it’s a tough decision for Bergevin to heap 
the pressure onto Caufield that comes with it. 

Still, no one expects the kid to singlehandedly supplant what Gallagher 
brings. That responsibility belongs to every Canadiens player from here 
to the end of the regular season, with the feisty winger nursing a 
fractured right thumb until at least then. 

“That’s everyone’s job,” Ducharme said. “When one guy’s missing, it’s 
everyone’s job to pick up the slack. And it’s not only just his goals, but his 
energy. So, we need all the guys to put a little of Gally’s spice into their 
game.” 

It’s up to Bergevin to make Caufield one of those guys. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Nylander gears up for Maple Leafs return: “I was pretty 
nervous' 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

April 17, 2021, 8:11 PM 

 

The return of William Nylander is imminent. 

After submitting nine consecutive negative COVID-19 tests over nine 
days in isolation, Nylander was given the green light to rejoin the Toronto 
Maple Leafs this weekend for their trip to Vancouver. 

Provided the winger responds well to practising Friday and Saturday, 
expect Nylander to return to the lineup Sunday versus the Canucks. 

Nylander had piled up four points over two games in Calgary April 4 and 
5, giving him 30 in 39 games on the season. 

Upon returning to Toronto earlier this month, he had met up with 
someone who later tested positive for the virus and informed the Leafs. 

Nylander never broke protocol, and coach Sheldon Keefe praised the 
player for being proactive in informing the organization about his potential 
risk. 

"I was worried about maybe me getting it and giving it to the guys, which 
is something that I really didn't want to happen,” Nylander said Saturday 
evening after a team practice. 

“I was pretty nervous. Thank God, nobody got it. That was the probably 
the No. 1 thing." 

Nylander had use of an exercise bike while serving quarantine and took 
reps net-front on the Leafs’ top power-play unit Saturday. 

"We're very happy to have him back,” defenceman Morgan Rielly said. 
“He did his thing with the protocol, and he says he's feeling good. So, I 
think he'll be flying tomorrow." 

More positive news: Auston Matthews, who was sidelined for Thursday’s 
5-2 loss to the Winnipeg Jets, also participated in a full practice Saturday. 

Keefe stopped short of committing them to Sunday’s lineup, saying he’d 
wait to see how his stars respond to the morning skate. 

The coach has rewarded engaged rookie Nick Robertson by promoting 
him to the top six, alongside Nylander and captain John Tavares. 

"He's a fast guy,” T.J. Brodie said of the 19-year-old winger. “You know, 
the little guys are hard to hit sometimes, and he uses that to his 
advantage down low and along the wall." 

Jack Campbell, who was chased in the first period of Thursday’s loss, will 
start in net Sunday. 

With the Toronto Marlies idle due to COVID-19 precautions, Toronto 
brought Rasmus Sandin on this five-game road trip. Keefe says Sandin is 
not game-ready quite yet, but the coach would like to get him some NHL 
action before the season wraps. 

While Rielly acknowledged that the COVID-riddled Canucks — preparing 
to play their first game in 25 days — have overcome a lot the past few 
weeks, he expects them to be a tough test. 

Toronto is looking to snuff out a three-game losing skid and remedy its 
slumping power play. 

"We have to get ourselves back in track," Reilly said. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' growth an extension of McDavid, Draisaitl's own on-
ice transformation 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

April 18, 2021, 12:15 AM 

 

Mike Smith has been through these playoff runs before, backstopping 
how many teams over the last 15 season down how many stretch runs? 
He’s seen every version of a contender there is, and the one he’s playing 
behind now played like a serious one on Saturday night in Winnipeg. 

“We’re building something here. Building for something more important 
than a regular-season game,” Smith said after a 3-0 win, an Oilers 
performance that was rock solid from the goal line out. 

Edmonton played 60 minutes in Winnipeg Saturday and likely won more 
than 50 of them, grinding past a Jets team that simply could not muster 
what it would have taken to beat a determined Oilers side playing 
perhaps its most complete game of the season. 

“It’s a massive win,” Connor McDavid said, his Oilers now three points 
back of Winnipeg with two games in hand. “You’re coming down the 
stretch playing teams ahead of you, you want to beat them.” 

This was your classic meeting between a team playing its first game at 
home after a gruelling 22-game stretch in 42 days — 17 of those on the 
road — against an Oilers club that hadn’t played in a week. Instead, the 
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Oilers went to school, cramming daily as the coaching staff drove home 
the principles of how they must play to win playoff rounds. 

“Our guys, I’ll give them credit. They worked hard this week,” head coach 
Dave Tippett said. “We had 14 games left before tonight to earn a playoff 
spot, and make sure of we get that spot that we’re playing well going in. 
Tonight was a good first step.” 

The Jets are now 1-1 in their six-game run of games against either 
Toronto or Edmonton. Of their final 13 games, Edmonton has five against 
Vancouver, four against Montreal and two each against Winnipeg and 
Calgary. 

Sitting six back of North-leading Toronto with a game in hand, the 
Division title may be a reach for the Oilers. But being the team playing its 
best hockey when the playoffs start? 

That’s a definite possibility. 

Edmonton is the best team in the North since Jan. 3, playing .700 hockey 
(23-9-2), while the Oilers power play has quietly climbed up to the third 
spot in the NHL with their 10th multi-goal effort Saturday. No other team 
has more than nine. 

Also, Edmonton’s penalty kill has allowed just one goal in its last 22 
attempts. That’s the best in the NHL since March 27. 

“Very connected,” was how Smith reviewed his team’s work in front of his 
Saturday. “We’ve been talking about that this last week. It’s nice when it 
gets talked about, you practice it, and it carries over into the game. What 
we’re building here is something worth noting. Guys have really grasped 
on to playing important hockey games.” 

Tyson Barrie blasted one through an Alex Chiasson screen to break a 
scoreless tie at 12:00 of the second period, and Chiasson deflected 
home a Barrie shot to ice the game late — both power play goals. In 
between, Jesse Puljujarvi proved a perfect complement to linemates 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl when he found the soft spot to bury a 
McDavid pass, after the two superstars had ground out a shift along the 
wall in their best impersonation of the Sedin twins. 

It was a turnover producing, wall-working shift for McDavid and Draisaitl 
(two assists each). The kind of shift they didn’t always produce, but now 
an example of just how complete their games have become. 

“You’ve got to battle out there,” McDavid said. “A lot of times, you get into 
the offensive zone, you take your foot off the gas and you think it’s going 
to be easy. You’ve got to outwork guys sometimes. Work for your 
chances.” 

With Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (concussion) on the shelf, Tippett stayed with 
McDavid and Draisaitl on the same line. They rewarded him with a gritty 
defensive effort, and some tough offensive minutes. Not to mention two 
power-play goals and an even-strength winner. 

They’re maturing and improving, both one-two atop the scoring race and 
200-foot players. 

“You have to recognize that it’s going to be hard,” Tippett said. “Winning 
in the playoffs is hard. To get a playoff spot is hard. It’s not going to be all 
pretty passes and breakaways. You have to work for your goals. 

“Our whole team’s mindset was there, and they’re the leaders of that.” 

On Saturday, the Oilers took a vulnerable Jets team and never gave 
them a breath. The Oilers' effort wasn’t perfect, but you won’t come much 
closer than this. 

“There’s no such thing as a perfect game,” said Smith, now 15-4-2, with a 
save percentage that just jumped to .922. All three of his shutouts this 
year were 3-0 road wins. “Tonight we did so many good things that it 
made up for the mistakes that we made. And the ones we did make? 
They were covered up by other players. 

“That’s one thing we’ve been talking about, playing a playoff style of 
game that can withstand getting into the deep rounds where it really 

matters. It’s not something you just flick on and off. It’s something that’s 
built, and the team put out a tremendous amount of hard work this week.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: The mysterious value of finishing No. 1 in 
Canada 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

April 17, 2021, 10:53 AM 

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. Nikita Kucherov will go down as 
the best trade deadline acquisition of 2021. 

1. The funny thing about the race for the No. 1 seed in Canada is, be 
careful what you wish for. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs have held pole position for three months now 
and essentially could run the 56-game sprint/marathon wire to wire. But 
they're a better road team (14-5-1) than they are a home team (14-7-3). 

And we're not sure the hard-checking, defensively stauch Montreal 
Canadiens (the presumed 4 seed) would provide a more favourable 
matchup for the Leafs than the Edmonton Oilers (the likely 3 seed), 
whom Toronto has already beat six times. 

The only NHL team with more road wins than Toronto? 

The Winnipeg Jets, who rolls home to host the Oilers after amassing a 
16-8-1 away record. 

“I'd take that," Jets coach Paul Maurice said Thursday, when it was 
suggested his group performs better outside of Manitoba. "The road 
game is the game that's played in the playoffs." 

Smart. Hard. Patient. Low-scoring. Opportunistic on special teams. 

Multiple times Maurice has brought up that the Jets have been dished 17 
road games in a 22-game span. Someone told the coach no club has 
been dealt such a schedule since 1980. 

"Everybody's a little edgy right now. It's 17 in 22. We don't have a road 
game in our time zone," Maurice said, after his latest road win. 

Maurice keeps bringing it up because he wants outsiders -- fans, critics, 
media -- to appreciate his players' grind, their accomplishment. 

The Jets are within striking distance and, frankly, could swipe that No. 1 
spot from Toronto with three home games against the Leafs next week. 

Ironic: two elite road warriors battling to play at home. 

What's more, Edmonton has earned just as many points on the road as it 
has at home (26), and Montreal has gained more ground skating away 
from the Bell Centre. 

Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe wonders if the value of home ice may be 
"overblown" this May. 

On one hand, holding last change can give the home coach some 
advantage when it comes to line matchups. But on the other: "I think 
there's also some advantages to being on the road and just rolling your 
lines and forcing your opposition to adjust to you," Keefe said. 

"All of that said... you're competing to put yourself in the best position 
possible. And for us, we've been in first for a good portion of the season, 
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and that's something we've wanted because it shows we're doing good 
things." 

The question remains: How much is the top seed even worth in a 
pandemic? In a country stuck in various states of lockdown? 

“I'm not sure anybody can give you an answer that has any substance to 
it, because nobody knows. There's no fans. There's no people in the 
building," Leafs veteran Jason Spezza says. 

"Most importantly, we just want to win games just to be feeling good 
about ourselves and also be playing the right way with good habits. If you 
have good habits and you play the right way, the results follow. If we're 
playing the right way, it's important. 

"So, I'm not sure how it will play out in playoffs. This is a unique year. But 
regardless, we want to be playing good hockey heading down the 
stretch.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks emerge from COVID-19 outbreak looking to 
finish disastrous season 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

April 16, 2021, 10:00 PM 

 

VANCOUVER — Given two more days to prepare for the worst month of 
their hockey careers, the Vancouver Canucks will have a full lineup when 
they end an unprecedented 24-day layoff Sunday against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. 

They don’t know who will be coaching (bench boss Travis Green was 
among the hardest hit by the organization’s COVID-19 outbreak) or who 
will be playing (except injured star Elias Pettersson won’t), but at least 
the Canucks will have a team. They wouldn’t have had one Friday had 
the NHL not revised Vancouver’s schedule a second time and pushed 
back its re-entry into the stretch drive for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

With 19 games in 32 days, the Canucks may well finish a regular season 
that has been officially declared a disaster while the top four teams in the 
Canadian division are playing playoff games. 

After a year in which the NHL thought it had seen everything, it turned 
out nobody had seen anything like the Canucks’ COVID-19 outbreak, 
which was made exceptional – and especially dangerous – because it 
was driven by the aggressive P.1 variant. 

None of the league’s earlier outbreaks, including those similar in scope 
and duration to the Canucks’ crisis, were caused by any of the 
coronavirus variants that have built a gigantic third wave in Canada. 

A Canucks' official described it this week like this: 10 days into the NHL’s 
earlier major outbreaks, nearly all the players involved had recovered 
enough to resume training; 10 days into the P.1 variant outbreak in 
Vancouver, not only were a lot of players still sick but a few were actually 
getting worse. 

Green still has not returned to Rogers Arena, but general manager Jim 
Benning said Friday that Green might be able to run practice on 
Saturday. We may never know because the Canucks have closed their 
practices to the media, although Benning and captain Bo Horvat were 
available to reporters Friday on Zoom calls. 

Benning used a toned-down version of the 10-day coronavirus 
comparison during his press conference. 

“It's something that obviously the NHL has never seen before and, I 
guess. . . the world has really never seen it before either,” Horvat said of 
P.1, which originated in Brazil and was rare in North America when the 
NHL season began but has lately turned Metro Vancouver into a global 
hot spot for the variant. “It's going to take some time to get the right 
protocols in place to deal with stuff like this. 

“I've had the flu before and a lot of people have on this team, and it 
doesn't hit you like a normal flu. I'm just being honest and, obviously, 
speaking from personal experience. It's not something you want to get, 
and it's not something that you want to see your family go through either.” 

Despite self-isolating in the basement of his home, Horvat said he 
passed the virus on to his wife, Holly. The couple’s nine-month-old son, 
Gunnar, has not been tested, Bo said. 

“The thing with this virus is that it affects everybody so differently, and 
you're not sure how it's going to affect you on a day-to-day basis,” he 
said. “I think mentally it's draining that way because one day you feel 
better and the next day you don't, and you're back to square one again. It 
was taxing on a lot of guys, especially when families started getting it.” 

It was partly out of concern for family that Canucks winger J.T. Miller 
spoke out Wednesday about the “dangerous” schedule the NHL – with 
support from the NHL Players’ Association – had given the Canucks, 
saying five games in seven nights starting with back-to-backs Friday and 
Saturday were not safe for players. 

Miller’s comments reverberated around the hockey world, led to a virtual 
team meeting that night with the NHLPA and schedule revisions 
Thursday and Friday. 

Horvat made it clear Friday that Miller spoke for everyone on the team. 

“We were collectively talking about it and just, obviously, reaching out to 
our teammates to see how they were feeling. . . and if they felt like they 
were going to be ready to go on Friday,” Horvat said. “And a lot of guys, 
obviously, were feeling the same way as J.T. was. He expressed how he 
felt and basically he spoke on behalf of the team about how we all felt. I 
think it was needed and kind of got the ball rolling.” 

Without identifying them, Benning said Friday there are still three players 
sick enough to be ruled out of the Canucks’ return. The only ones 
remaining on the NHL’s COVID Protocol List, which is based on the 
timing but not severity of the illness, are winger Jake Virtanen and 
defenceman Nate Schmidt. 

But numerous players are still struggling with their health, and all will 
need to regain full fitness, making it impossible to accurately project the 
Canucks’ lineup. Some who play Sunday may be unable to play Tuesday 
in the rematch against Toronto. 

The Canucks on Friday recalled defencemen Ashton Sautner and 
Brogan Rafferty on an emergency basis. Another blue-liner, Jack 
Rathbone, has been summoned from the Utica Comets but must fulfill a 
seven-day travel quarantine. Winger Matthew Highmore and defenceman 
Madison Bowey are still serving their travel quarantines after being 
acquired by the Canucks at Monday’s trade deadline. 

Winger Tanner Pearson is expected to return from the injured list, but 
Pettersson, out since March 2 with a reported wrist injury, may be gone 
for the season after seeing a specialist on Wednesday. 

“He's going to continue to rehab, but we don't have a timeline yet as to 
when he's going to be back — if he's going to be back at all,” Benning 
said. 

It was more bad news in a season full of it for the Canucks. 

“These are world-class athletes that we're talking about and some of 
them were buckled getting through this virus,” Benning said. “A lot of the 
family members, wives and kids ended up testing positive through all 
this. For the players to get it was one thing, but then when they're dealing 
with family members, too, it just made it really hard. We've tried to 
support the players and their families through all of this and get them 
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through all this and I'm hoping now that we're kind of on the other side of 
it and we can keep moving forward.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks emerge from COVID-19 outbreak looking to 
finish disastrous season 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

April 16, 2021, 10:00 PM 

 

VANCOUVER — Given two more days to prepare for the worst month of 
their hockey careers, the Vancouver Canucks will have a full lineup when 
they end an unprecedented 24-day layoff Sunday against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. 

They don’t know who will be coaching (bench boss Travis Green was 
among the hardest hit by the organization’s COVID-19 outbreak) or who 
will be playing (except injured star Elias Pettersson won’t), but at least 
the Canucks will have a team. They wouldn’t have had one Friday had 
the NHL not revised Vancouver’s schedule a second time and pushed 
back its re-entry into the stretch drive for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

With 19 games in 32 days, the Canucks may well finish a regular season 
that has been officially declared a disaster while the top four teams in the 
Canadian division are playing playoff games. 

After a year in which the NHL thought it had seen everything, it turned 
out nobody had seen anything like the Canucks’ COVID-19 outbreak, 
which was made exceptional – and especially dangerous – because it 
was driven by the aggressive P.1 variant. 

None of the league’s earlier outbreaks, including those similar in scope 
and duration to the Canucks’ crisis, were caused by any of the 
coronavirus variants that have built a gigantic third wave in Canada. 

A Canucks' official described it this week like this: 10 days into the NHL’s 
earlier major outbreaks, nearly all the players involved had recovered 
enough to resume training; 10 days into the P.1 variant outbreak in 
Vancouver, not only were a lot of players still sick but a few were actually 
getting worse. 

Green still has not returned to Rogers Arena, but general manager Jim 
Benning said Friday that Green might be able to run practice on 
Saturday. We may never know because the Canucks have closed their 
practices to the media, although Benning and captain Bo Horvat were 
available to reporters Friday on Zoom calls. 

Benning used a toned-down version of the 10-day coronavirus 
comparison during his press conference. 

“It's something that obviously the NHL has never seen before and, I 
guess. . . the world has really never seen it before either,” Horvat said of 
P.1, which originated in Brazil and was rare in North America when the 
NHL season began but has lately turned Metro Vancouver into a global 
hot spot for the variant. “It's going to take some time to get the right 
protocols in place to deal with stuff like this. 

“I've had the flu before and a lot of people have on this team, and it 
doesn't hit you like a normal flu. I'm just being honest and, obviously, 
speaking from personal experience. It's not something you want to get, 
and it's not something that you want to see your family go through either.” 

Remaining Time -0:31 

Horvat says postponing Canucks - Oilers tilt was 'what we needed to do' 

Despite self-isolating in the basement of his home, Horvat said he 
passed the virus on to his wife, Holly. The couple’s nine-month-old son, 
Gunnar, has not been tested, Bo said. 

“The thing with this virus is that it affects everybody so differently, and 
you're not sure how it's going to affect you on a day-to-day basis,” he 
said. “I think mentally it's draining that way because one day you feel 
better and the next day you don't, and you're back to square one again. It 
was taxing on a lot of guys, especially when families started getting it.” 

It was partly out of concern for family that Canucks winger J.T. Miller 
spoke out Wednesday about the “dangerous” schedule the NHL – with 
support from the NHL Players’ Association – had given the Canucks, 
saying five games in seven nights starting with back-to-backs Friday and 
Saturday were not safe for players. 

Miller’s comments reverberated around the hockey world, led to a virtual 
team meeting that night with the NHLPA and schedule revisions 
Thursday and Friday. 

Horvat made it clear Friday that Miller spoke for everyone on the team. 

“We were collectively talking about it and just, obviously, reaching out to 
our teammates to see how they were feeling. . . and if they felt like they 
were going to be ready to go on Friday,” Horvat said. “And a lot of guys, 
obviously, were feeling the same way as J.T. was. He expressed how he 
felt and basically he spoke on behalf of the team about how we all felt. I 
think it was needed and kind of got the ball rolling.” 

Without identifying them, Benning said Friday there are still three players 
sick enough to be ruled out of the Canucks’ return. The only ones 
remaining on the NHL’s COVID Protocol List, which is based on the 
timing but not severity of the illness, are winger Jake Virtanen and 
defenceman Nate Schmidt. 

But numerous players are still struggling with their health, and all will 
need to regain full fitness, making it impossible to accurately project the 
Canucks’ lineup. Some who play Sunday may be unable to play Tuesday 
in the rematch against Toronto. 

The Canucks on Friday recalled defencemen Ashton Sautner and 
Brogan Rafferty on an emergency basis. Another blue-liner, Jack 
Rathbone, has been summoned from the Utica Comets but must fulfill a 
seven-day travel quarantine. Winger Matthew Highmore and defenceman 
Madison Bowey are still serving their travel quarantines after being 
acquired by the Canucks at Monday’s trade deadline. 

Winger Tanner Pearson is expected to return from the injured list, but 
Pettersson, out since March 2 with a reported wrist injury, may be gone 
for the season after seeing a specialist on Wednesday. 

“He's going to continue to rehab, but we don't have a timeline yet as to 
when he's going to be back — if he's going to be back at all,” Benning 
said. 

It was more bad news in a season full of it for the Canucks. 

“These are world-class athletes that we're talking about and some of 
them were buckled getting through this virus,” Benning said. “A lot of the 
family members, wives and kids ended up testing positive through all 
this. For the players to get it was one thing, but then when they're dealing 
with family members, too, it just made it really hard. We've tried to 
support the players and their families through all of this and get them 
through all this and I'm hoping now that we're kind of on the other side of 
it and we can keep moving forward.” 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.18.2021 

1209521 Websites 

 

With confidence rising, 'hard to hit' Robertson earns look in Leafs' top six 
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By Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs practised in Vancouver on Saturday afternoon.  

Nick Robertson has earned a look in Toronto's top six. The 19-year-old 
skated on the second line with John Tavares and William Nylander at 
Saturday’s practice.  

"The way he works is tremendous," noted Nylander. "He can complement 
us and we can give him the puck and get some good scoring 
opportunities."  

Robertson played a career-high 14 minutes and 19 seconds against the 
Winnipeg Jets on Thursday, producing his first assist in the National 
Hockey League. 

"He's played with lots of confidence with the puck and without the puck," 
observed coach Sheldon Keefe. "He's skating hard. He's out there 
looking to make a difference. He doesn't look overwhelmed by any 
means. He's getting more and more comfortable in the NHL. When he 
gets the puck, he's looking to make something happen. He's working and 
competing and he's been good defensively so lots of really good things." 

Robertson was Toronto's top pick in the 2019 draft (53rd overall) and 
made his debut with the team in the playoff bubble last summer dressing 
in four games against Columbus and scoring one goal.  

But Robertson has been plagued by injuries this year and Thursday was 
only his fourth game with the Leafs. He has suited up in 14 games in the 
American Hockey League.   

"He played a little bit in the bubble last year so I'm sure his expectations 
were high, but those things happen," said centre Alex Kerfoot, who 
played on a line with Robertson in Tuesday's game. "He's still got the 
same energy and attitude that he's always had. You can tell when he 
gets out on the ice and has the puck on his stick that he can make things 
happen." 

Robertson, who scored 55 goals in 46 Ontario Hockey League games 
last season, is small in stature, but the 5-foot-9 winger owns an incredible 
engine.  

"He's a fast guy," said defenceman T.J. Brodie. "The little guys are hard 
to hit sometimes and he uses that to his advantage down low and along 
the wall." 

Robertson was among the last players on the ice Saturday staying out 
long after practice ended.  

"The first thing that jumps out is just how hard he works," said 
defenceman Morgan Rielly. "He wants to get better. He wants to put in 
the time and work hard." 

Rising in confidence, 'hard to hit' Robertson earns extended look on 
Tavares line 

Nick Robertson has been playing with a lot of confidence lately according 
to Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe and his effort on both ends of 
the ice hasn't gone unnoticed. Morgan Rielly has also been aware of how 
hard Robertson has worked and his teammates spoke about what he 
brings to the team. 

After missing Thursday's game, Auston Matthews was back in his usual 
spot at practice on the top line with Alex Galchenyuk and Mitch Marner.  

"In regards to Auston and Will, we'll have to see how they feel after 
skating today," said Keefe. "They got through the practice well today so 
that's obviously very positive, but we won't know their official status for 
the game until we see how they are through the remainder of the day and 
how they wake up tomorrow." 

Matthews is dealing with a similar injury to the wrist/hand ailment that 
forced him to miss time earlier this season.  

Nylander has missed the last five games while on the league's COVID 
protocol list. He skated on Friday as well.  

"I feel good," he said. "I had a bike in the room so I feel pretty good." 

The Leafs have lost three straight (0-2-1) and have missed the smooth-
skating Nylander.  

"How he brings the puck up the ice, how he gets through the neutral 
zone, how he attacks the offensive blue line, those are all areas [where] 
our offence has really dried up," Keefe said. "We haven't had nearly as 
much control of the puck so that's something that he does very well for us 
and it will be nice to have that back."  

"He says he's feeling good," Rielly noted. "So, I think he'll be flying 
tomorrow. It's just nice to see him back around the boys." 

If Matthews and Nylander return to the lineup on Sunday, Pierre Engvall 
and Adam Brooks are expected to be scratches after they skated as 
extras at practice.  

Engvall has played in 31 straight games dating back to Feb. 11, but the 
Swede is still adjusting to the centre position. He has produced just one 
assist in 10 games and was benched for part of Monday's game in 
Montreal.  

Matthews, Nylander look good in practice, but status for Sunday is 
uncertain 

William Nylander provided an update on how he's feeling ahead of his 
possible return game tomorrow night, and Sheldon Keefe and Morgan 
Rielly explained what Nylander brings to the lineup. 

Nylander earned praise from Keefe for immediately alerting the team 
about his situation on April 7 as the Leafs prepared to host the Montreal 
Canadiens.  

"We got back from the road [trip on April 6] and I met somebody that 
tested positive for COVID the next day," Nylander recalled. "I had to 
isolate for nine days and had nine negative tests." 

It was a stressful situation for the 24-year-old winger, who had skated 
with teammates only hours before learning about the issue.  

"I was worried about maybe me getting it and giving it to the guys, which 
is something that I obviously really didn't want to happen," Nylander said. 
"Over those [first] few days where I was getting tested every day I was 
pretty nervous, but thank God nobody got it." 

'Thank God nobody got it': Nylander reflects on stressful quarantine 
experience 

William Nylander explains what it was like being quarantined away from 
the team, and what he did during the experience to stay in shape. 

Nylander's return is leading to a shake up of Toronto's slumping power 
play. At Sunday's practice, the team reunited the group that had so much 
success together last season: Nylander, Matthews, Marner, Tavares and 
Rielly.  

"We probably would've gone to it sooner had we not lost Will," Keefe 
explained. "We've been talking about this look and going back with it for 
a while now, but that got disrupted. The timing is right now. The fact that 
we had yesterday to get some rest and a practice day today, it’s a good 
opportunity for us to just get refreshed and start anew if you will."  

With Nylander playing down low and around the net, the Leafs had an 
amazing run on the power play last season. The team converted on 26.5 
per cent of chances in 47 games after Keefe took over behind the bench, 
which ranked second in the NHL behind only the Oilers.  

This season the team started with a more balanced approach featuring 
Matthews and Marner on one group and Tavares and Nylander on the 
other. It worked really well at first with Toronto sitting second overall in 
power play efficiently in early March at 32.5 per cent. 
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But over the last 17 games, the power play has fallen off a cliff with just 
one goal in 42 attempts and three shorthanded goals allowed.    

"We talk about it every single day," acknowledged Rielly. "We talk about 
the structure. We talk about what we need to do better. It's just a matter 
of us grinding. It's obviously not very enjoyable, but we're going to work 
through it and breakthrough eventually and it's going to feel really good." 

'It's not very enjoyable': Leafs power play will 'start anew' with loaded-up 
unit 

The Maple Leafs' power play has not found the back of the net in the past 
five games, with the past three being losses, and based on practice, 
Sheldon Keefe looks to be loading up his top power play unit because 
'the timing is right' according to the head coach. 

--- 

After playing in 375 games over five NHL seasons, Ben Hutton is eager 
to make his playoff debut.  

"That's every kid’s dream," said the 27-year-old defenceman. "Growing 
up in Ontario, I always dreamed of playing playoff hockey or scoring that 
big goal in the playoffs. That's what everyone dreams about and now to 
get a chance to do that I'm super excited. I can't wait."  

Hutton posted one goal and four assists in 34 games with the Ducks this 
season before being traded to the Leafs ahead of Monday's deadline.  

"This year I haven't produced as many points as I'd like to," Hutton 
admitted. "The Leafs are a pretty offensive team so I’m hoping I can jump 
onto that wave and help out a little offensively. I want to be a strong 
PKer. I'm a defenceman and my first job is to keep the puck out of our 
end." 

The native of Brockville, Ont. has spent his entire NHL career out west 
with stays in Vancouver, Los Angeles and Anaheim.  

"Finally get to come back east so it's not as late for my parents to stay up 
and watch the games so that’s exciting," Hutton said. "The last [few] 
days, I've been getting texts from a lot of happy campers at home, a lot of 
Leafs fans. Even family members and friends who aren't Leafs fans are 
pumped up because they know the position the Leafs are in." 

'Excited' Hutton eager to play for Maple Leafs and 'crazy Canadian fans' 

Ben Hutton is now a Maple Leaf after being dealt by the Ducks and he 
spoke with James Duthie about his excitement to play in Toronto. 
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Nylander reflects on quarantine experience as he rejoins Maple Leafs 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — It wasn’t William Nylander’s own well-being that 
concerned him most after being placed in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols 
10 days ago. It was what a potentially positive diagnosis might mean for 
the rest of his Maple Leafs teammates.  

That led to some difficult days and nights for Nylander, who unknowingly 
came in contact with an infected person on April 6. Before learning of his 
proximity to the positive case, Nylander participated in the Leafs’ morning 
skate ahead of their game against Montreal on April 7. He informed the 
team around lunchtime about the issue and was immediately placed in 
quarantine.  

Nylander returned negative tests for nine days thereafter, and was 
subsequently allowed to rejoin the Leafs yesterday on their road trip to 
Vancouver.  

“Those [first] few days where I was being tested every day, I was pretty 
nervous,” Nylander said on Saturday after his first practice in over a 
week. “But thank God nobody got it. That was the probably the number 
one thing that I was worried about, [that] maybe [I’d] get it and give it to 
the guys, which is something that I really didn't want to happen.” 

That worst-case scenario never came to pass as Nylander endured his 
long stint in isolation. Toronto got Nylander an exercise bike and he used 
it to distract himself while attempting to stay in game shape. He skated 
for the first time on Friday before the Leafs’ flight out west, and got 
through their practice fine, but couldn’t say whether he’d be ready to face 
the Canucks on Sunday after a five-game absence.  

“I’m feeling pretty good,” he said. “[The challenge] is just getting back into 
games. We’ll see if I play tomorrow and we'll go from there.” 

Also returning to practice for the Leafs on Saturday was Auston 
Matthews. The NHL’s top goal-scorer sat out Thursday’s 5-2 loss to 
Winnipeg with an undisclosed injury and is considered day-to-day. In 
Vancouver, Matthews was back at his usual perch on Toronto’s top line 
with Mitch Marner and Alex Galchenyuk, and will be a game-time 
decision for Sunday.  

Elsewhere in the Leafs’ lineup, coach Sheldon Keefe was shaking things 
up. Toronto is currently mired in a three-game winless streak (0-2-1), so 
for Saturday’s session Keefe moved rookie Nick Robertson onto 
Toronto’s second line with Nylander and John Tavares.  

Keefe still called Nylander a game-time decision for Sunday as well, but 
identified a number of ways the winger’s return to that unit would make a 
difference.  

“This time we've played without him, some areas of our game have really 
slowed down,” Keefe said. “When you take someone like Will and his 
strengths [out], with how he brings the puck up the ice, how he gets to 
the neutral zone, how he attacks the offensive blue line, I think those are 
all areas that our offence has really dried up, and we haven't had nearly 
as much control of the puck. That's something he does very well for us 
and it'll be nice to have that back.” 

“He's a big part of our team. He plays with a lot of speed, a lot of skill,” 
said Morgan Rielly. "And he's obviously crucial to his linemates and on 
the powerplay, so we're very happy to have him back. He did his thing 
with the protocol and he says he's feeling good, so I think he'll be flying 
tomorrow [if he plays] and it's just nice to see him back around the guys.” 

Having Nylander and Matthews slotting in would also be the Leafs’ best 
hope of getting their abysmal power play back on track. Toronto is 1-for-
42 in its last 17 games with the extra man, and on Saturday Keefe has 
reunited his original top unit of Tavares, Nylander, Matthews, Marner and 
Rielly.  

“As we've gone through this stretch here, we’ve tried a little bit of 
everything, including having those guys together and it didn't work for 
us,” Keefe said. “But we've looked at a number of different things, and we 
think that we probably would have gone to it sooner had we not lost Will 
and Auston. I think the timing is right here now, and the fact that we had 
both yesterday to get some rest and a practice day today, it's a good 
opportunity for us to just get refreshed and start anew.” 

That search for more offence all over the ice also influenced Keefe’s 
decision to elevate Robertson. The 19-year-old has been plagued by 
injuries and only skated in four games for Toronto this season, notching 
one assist. But with the Leafs getting outscored 12-6 in their last three 
games, Keefe is fanning any kind of spark he can find.  

“He's out there looking to make a difference,” Keefe said of Robertson. 
"He's doesn't look overwhelmed by any means and he's just getting more 
and more comfortable in the NHL. When he gets the puck, he's looking to 
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make something happen and he's working and competing, he's been 
good defensively. Lots of really good things that I've seen from him.” 
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Coyne Schofield discusses USA coach Corkum stepping down 

 

By Meaghen Johnson 

 

With the 2021 IIHF Women’s World Championship less than three weeks 
away, the five-time reigning gold medalists sent shockwaves throughout 
the hockey world with an abrupt coaching change. 

On Friday, USA Hockey announced that Bob Corkum, head coach of the 
U.S. women’s hockey team, would be stepping down, and Joel Johnson 
was named interim head coach. 

The 2021 world championship gets underway on May 6 in Halifax and 
Truro, N.S. The Americans begin their gold medal defence against 
Switzerland, which can be seen live on TSN. 

Corkum had been the American head coach since the 2018-19 season. 
He led the team to a fifth straight gold medal at the 2019 world 
championship. 

“While it was coach Corkum’s personal decision to step away, he leaves 
a legacy,” forward Kendall Coyne Schofield told TSN.  “He came into this 
program right after the 2018 Olympics and he’s really built a lot over the 
last two years with us. But we’re really excited. Our goal, our mission 
doesn’t change. We’re really excited for Joel Johnson as our new interim 
head coach.” 

The players found out about the coaching change upon arrival in 
Portland, Maine, where the team is currently training before they travel to 
Halifax on Thursday. 

“Bob put his heart and soul into continuing to build on the legacy of our 
women’s national team program over the past three seasons and we’re 
grateful for all he did,” Katie Million, director of women’s national team 
programs for USA Hockey, said in a statement. “While he’s stepping 
away, he’ll always be a big part of the USA Hockey family and we’ll 
certainly miss him.” 

Johnson has been involved with the USA Hockey since 2015. As head 
coach of the women’s Under-18 team, he led the American squad to four 
straight gold medals at the IIHF U18 Women’s World Championship from 
2015 to 2018. 

He has also been an associate head coach of the women’s hockey team 
at the University of Minnesota for the last 16 seasons, helping to mentor 
current U.S. players like forward Amanda Kessel and defenceman 
Megan Bozek. 

He joined the senior U.S. team as an assistant coach for the 2018-19 
season, and with the familiarity, Coyne Schofield said there shouldn’t be 
any issues for the players to adapt to the change. 

“He’s been with us since after the 2018 Olympics,” she said. “He’s been 
with our U18 program as well for a long time. He’s a familiar face. He 
knows us very well. When coach Corkum and [assistant coach Brian] 
Pothier came in, Joel Johnson was the familiar face for a lot us players 
because we have seen him as we’ve come up through this program, 
whether it was with the U18s or the University of Minnesota. So it’ll be a 
seamless transition for sure.” 

“We are extremely fortunate to have someone like Joel to step in and 
guide our team at the world championship,” Million said. “He’s been an 
important part of our program and is well positioned to help build on the 
success we’ve enjoyed.” 

Also behind the bench is Allison Coomey, an associate head coach with 
Penn State, who Coyne Schofield said has had a “phenomenal year.”  
Pothier, who joined the staff after the 2018 Olympics, stays on as an 
assistant. 

It’s already been a tumultuous year for the U.S. team and women’s 
hockey. The 2020 world championship was cancelled due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, and many players have seen limited ice time. The 
Americans haven’t played together since Feb. 2020, when they wrapped 
up the Rivalry Series against the Canadians. 

“It’s been a grind of year for everybody. We waited a long time to put this 
jersey back on, to be together,” said Coyne Schofield. 

“The last world championship that was played was in 2019. That was a 
very long time ago. These are new rosters for everyone. It will take some 
time, but based on my experience, the world championship the year 
before the Olympic Games is always the best, always the most 
competitive. So while it might be a slow start, it might be a little rusty for a 
lot of the countries, I expect this to be the best one yet since the [2018] 
Olympics.” 
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