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Hurricanes rally to force overtime, fall to Lightning  

By Chip Alexander  

It wasn’t a playoff game, but the teams played like it was, 
with all the appropriate fury. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Tampa Bay Lightning went at it 
with a purpose Monday at Amalie Arena, neither team 
backing down nor holding back as the Lightning emerged 
with a 3-2 overtime victory. 

Yanni Gourde ended it, knocking in a rebound at 2:50 of the 
overtime period on a pass from Alex Killorn. Canes goalie 
Petr Mrazek stopped Gourde’s first shot from the slot but 
could not find the puck in the crease as Gourde knocked it in. 

While Gourde beat Mrazek for the winner, Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said the goalie was responsible for squeezing a 
point out of the game and keeping Carolina (29-10-5) in first 
place in the Central Division with 63 points. 

“It wasn’t good enough. We got lucky to get a point out of 
that,” Brind’Amour said. “Our goalie bailed us out all game, in 
my opinion. 

“We had spurts where we were playing it right. But it wasn’t 
good enough. The fact that we got a point out of that was 
probably pretty good and we had a chance to win. We had 
some good chances in overtime. (Mrazek) put us in a good 
spot to potentially win that. So it was a good point for us.” 

Tampa Bay (30-13-2), which leads the season series with 
the Canes 4-3, had a 1-0 lead after the first period, then 2-0 
early in the second. Playing without an injured Steven 
Stamkos, the Lightning at times kept the puck for long 
periods in the Canes’ zone in the second — Canes 
defenseman Brett Pesce once was on the ice for 2:40 on one 
long shift. 

Andrei Svechnikov’s power-play goal in the second period 
got the Canes on the board, his 13th of the season and third 
in the past three games. Defenseman Brady Skjei then tied 
the score 2-2 just 1:08 into the third after the Canes forced a 
turnover in the Tampa Bay zone with their forecheck. 

“We had spurts where we played our style but it wasn’t our 
best,” Skjei said. “Petr played a heck of a game. He was on 
top of his game. The reason we got that point was definitely 
because of him.” 

The hits came often, and often hard. During the third period, 
Tampa Bay’s Alex Killorn leveled winger Martin Necas with 
an open-ice hit. Killorn then dropped the gloves with 
defenseman Jake Gardiner, who was back in the lineup.  

Killorn picked up a five-minute fighting major but was not 
penalized for the hit on Necas. For Gardiner, it was his first 
NHL fight since February 2014, when he was with Toronto. 

“That got our bench going for sure,” Skjei said. “(Gardiner) is 
not a fighter but you protect your teammates when you have 
to.” 

Necas left the ice and was taken to the locker room for 
evaluation, but later returned and played in the overtime. 

Killorn scored his 12th of the season in the first period with a 
breakaway for Tampa Bay, and Brayden Point his 19th on a 
power play early in the second for the 2-0 lead. 

Svechnikov finally got the puck past goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy in the second. After Jesper Fast forced Alex 
Barre-Boulet to lose the puck in the Tampa zone, Skjei 
grabbed the loose puck at the top of the left circle and scored 
his second of the season at 1:08 of the third for a 2-2 tie. 

While there was a playoff-like intensity to the game, 
Brind’Amour didn’t think the Canes played with playoff-
caliber emotion. 

“They might have treated it like a playoff game but we didn’t 
play our game.” he said. “We need to up the ante a little bit if 
we want to get to a playoff-level type game.” 

The Canes will get their chance Tuesday, playing the 
Lightning again in their eighth and final regular-season 
matchup. 

Which goalie to play? 

Brind’Amour said before the game Monday the intention was 
to use two goaltenders down the stretch of the regular 
season, and he said Mrazek would start Monday’s game. 

And to complete the back-to-back Tuesday against Tampa 
Bay? Alex Nedeljkovic or James Reimer? Brind’Amour 
wouldn’t say.  

“It’s tough on those guys because you’re not going to make 
everybody happy,” he said. “We just have to do what’s best 
for the group. We’re probably going to lean to two guys more 
just to keep them sharp.” 

In one lineup change, defenseman Jake Gardiner will be 
paired with Jani Hakanpaa. Defenseman Jake Bean will be a 
healthy scratch. 

Teravainen update 

Forward Teuvo Teravainen is with the team on the six-game 
road trip that ends next week with two games against Dallas. 
It’s possible the forward, who has played one game since 
Feb. 19 as he recovers from a concussion, could rejoin the 
lineup during the trip, Brind’Amour said. 

“We’re waiting on him to say ‘book me in’ and then he’ll go 
in,” Brind’Amour said. “Hopefully he’ll get the bug and feel 
good and he’ll get in there.”
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“Just waiting on him to say, ‘Put me in,’”: How Teuvo Teräväinen’s potential return impacts 
the Hurricanes 

By Sara Civian 

The Hurricanes had a relatively quiet trade deadline, only 
swapping depth defenseman Haydn Fleury for depth 
defenseman and (apparently game-winning goal scorer) Jani 
Hakanpää. It addressed one of the needs GM Don Waddell 
had been openly discussing — a big, right-handed 
defenseman to anchor a Jake of either the Bean or Gardiner 
variety. But at the time, not acquiring help up front seemed 
like a potential issue because Teuvo Teräväinen’s recovery 
timeline was unknown at best and very bleak at worst. 

He’s been sidelined for 20 games and almost two months 
now with concussion symptoms, and he’s had a rough go of 
it all season before this. First, he missed three games after 
testing positive for COVID-19. He disclosed to the media that 
he had been a symptomatic case, and it understandably took 
him a few games to return to form. But just as he said he 
was starting to feel like himself again, he took a hit from 
Chicago’s Nikita Zadorov on Feb. 19 (nine games later) and 
was out for seven games. Then, he returned March 4 and 
sustained a concussion. 

That’d be enough for anyone to call it a season, but 
Teravainen started skating on his own for the past few 
weeks. Then the best possible scenario occurred when he 
joined the Canes for a full-contact practice, no visor, last 
Friday. He also traveled with the team on their current six-
game road trip, and while head coach Rod Brind’Amour 
obviously won’t rush him back, he isn’t ruling out a potential 
return for Teräväinen during the road trip. 

“Not sure, I hope so,” Brind’Amour said after Monday’s skate 
when I asked him if Teräväinen will get in on the trip. “Just 
waiting on him to say, ‘Put me in,’ and then he’ll go in. 
Positive side is that he’s at least practicing with us so he’s 
part of the group now. Hopefully, he’ll get the bug and feel 
good and he’ll get in there.” 

It might (understandably) take a few games before 
Teräväinen returns to full form, but when he gets there the 
Canes will be better off for it. 

He had two goals and nine points in his 13 games, and that’s 
including the games he was operating at much less than 100 
percent. His 15 goals and 63 points in 68 games were 
second only to countryman Sebastian Aho on the 2019-20 
Hurricanes, and he’s garnered respect from Brind’Amour 
recently about the evolution of his two-way game — 
including the penalty kill. While he isn’t always scoring one of 
those random huge goals or doing anything specifically 
memorable, you’ll often look at the scoresheet after a game 
and notice he had at least three points. 

Someone like that is valuable and pretty irreplaceable in 
terms of consistency and morale for the whole team. 

But just how tangible is Teräväinen’s impact on the Canes’ 
performance? We’ll start with our best indication of overall 
impact for a top-line forward: even strength offense. 

The Canes have an expected goals per 60 of 3.06 at 5-on-5 
when Teräväinen is on the ice this season, which is 22 
percent better than the league average. They have an 
expected goals per 60 of 2.65 at 5-on-5 when Teräväinen is 
not on the ice this season, which is five percent better than 
the league average. 

So, breaking news to no one but Dom Luszczyszyn and 
Sean Gentille: The Canes are good. And noted good hockey 
player Teräväinen makes the good team better. Folks, the 
eye test checks out. 

Now, this data is not perfect. As the chart above from the 
one and only Micah Blake McCurdy notes, Teräväinen has 
only been on the ice for 161 5-on-5 minutes, compared to the 
1916 minutes the Hurricanes have played at 5-on-5 without 
him. So, it’s not as simple as the Hurricanes are 17 percent 
better offensively solely because of Teräväinen — regression 
and fluctuation are inevitable the more minutes played, and 
don’t forget he’s usually on the ice with some of the best 
linemates around — but his absence has absolutely had an 
impact. 

We can reduce the impact of the time lost to injury variable 
by going back to last season’s data. 

Again, not all of this is because of Teräväinen, but it’s no 
coincidence that the 5-on-5 expected goals per 60 jumped by 
.19 when he was on the ice in 2019-20. This season’s data 
looks like a continuation of last season’s data that points to 
Teräväinen’s clear offensive impact. 

If you’ve watched him play, you know it doesn’t stop on 
offense, even though his transition game is often a gateway 
to offense. One of Brind’Amour’s sneaky great moves these 
past few seasons has been sending Aho and Teräväinen on 
the penalty kill and letting them do their thing. Now, the 
Canes have the best penalty kill in the NHL, and even in 
saying that, Teräväinen would be an improvement. 

With Teravainen on the penalty kill, opposing teams had -
30% less expected goals per 60 relative to the league 
average, which is among the best in the league in terms of 
individual defensive impact on the PK. 

And on the power play, the Hurricanes have had the luxury 
of Martin Necas’ breakout season. But imagine two elite 
playmakers on the man advantage? There would be an 
imminent danger on two power play units. In this economy. 

Teräväinen’s return would be gigantic for the Hurricanes 
down the stretch and into the playoffs for a few specific 
reasons. 
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Players on all teams will be exhausted after this condensed 
schedule season, and what better weapon to unleash at that 
time than a player known for picking up slack wherever it is 
needed — power play, penalty kill, even taking a shot on 
goal if he must. His return would improve the team’s line 
combinations and would round out one of the best top-six 
forward cores in the league. 

Then consider potential playoff matchups. The Canes may 
likely see the Lightning or the Panthers in the first round — 
both teams are swimming in expected goals on the man 
advantage this season. 

You’re going to need someone like Teräväinen who can 
score goals and not only block a shot when needed but can 
prevent that shot from ever happening in the first place.

 

 

Hurricanes salvage point in uneven loss in Tampa Bay 

Petr Mrazek made 32 saves to help Carolina salvage a point 

By Cory Lavalette 

Yanni Gourde scored in overtime to give the Lightning a 3-2 
home win over the Hurricanes on Monday in Tampa Bay. 
Andrei Svechnikov and Brady Skjei scored to erase a two-
goal deficit in the loss. 

Three Thoughts 

1. The Hurricanes still aren’t clicking on all cylinders, but the 
Svechnikov piston seems to be firing again. Svechnikov 
scored for the third straight game, wristing a shot from the 
left circle past Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy (25 saves) 
for a power play goal just past the midway point of regulation 
that got Carolina on the board and halved Tampa Bay’s lead. 

“I feel comfortable with everything,” he said after the game. 
“I’ve got my confidence back, so I’ve got to keep that.” 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour shrugged off the goal 
and instead focused on Svechnikov’s impactful overall play. 

“I know everyone judges — and he does too, I’m sure — on 
goals and whatnot, but he’s always making plays out there,” 
Brind’Amour said. “He had a great game tonight, really. He 
got a goal and he set up (Jordan Staal) at the end there for a 
potential winner in overtime.” 

2. It might not quite have been playoff-level hockey, but it 
was certainly fast and fun hockey. Both the Lightning and 
Hurricanes play an up-tempo and aggressive style — about 
the only time the game wasn’t back and forth was in 
overtime, when each team tried to methodically find its 
chance. 

Both did, with Svechnikov springing Staal for a chance on 
Vasilevskiy and Martin Necas blasting a shot that looked like 
it might leak through the Tampa Bay goalie — but didn’t. 

Instead, it was Gourde finishing a chance, capitalizing on a 
loose puck that popped right to him alone in the slot to shoot 
on Petr Mrazek (32 saves) and then bang in the rebound to 
give the Lightning the win. 

“We’re playing the best team in hockey, you can’t play the 
way we did,” Brind’Amour said. “We can’t play two periods 
like that and then expect to get anything out of it, so it’s kind 
of a good point for us.” 

3. Necas was knocked around during the game, taking an 
uncalled elbow from Lightning defenseman Eric Cernak and 
then getting leveled in open ice by Alex Killorn. The latter 
play resulted in Jake Gardiner going after Killorn (more on 
that below). 

Necas did return late in the third period and played in 
overtime, but with another game on tap for Tuesday and a 
seemingly inevitable playoff series coming next month, this 
won’t be the last dust-up between these teams. 

“I can’t even comment on it because I haven’t looked at it,” 
Brind’Amour said of the Killorn hit. “Obviously, (the refs) 
didn’t call any penalties on it, so they must have thought it 
was fine.” 

Number To Know 

2 — Career fights for Gardiner, who dropped the gloves with 
Killorn after the hit on Necas. Gardiner’s other fight was more 
than seven years ago, on Feb. 4, 2014, against Florida’s 
Jonathan Huberdeau when he was still with the Maple Leafs. 
Monday was just Gardiner’s third game since March 8. 

“Gards isn’t known as a fighter, obviously, but you protect 
your teammates when you have to,” Skjei said. “Junior 
(Necas’ nickname) got hit pretty hard there, and it was a 
great job from Gards stepping up and fighting there.” 

They Said It 

“We need to up the ante a little bit if we want to get to a 
playoff level-type game.” 

— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour being critical of his 
team’s performance in Monday’s loss and preparing for 
Tuesday’s rematch 

Plus 

Petr Mrazek, Hurricanes goalie — The Hurricanes likely end 
up with a regulation loss if not for Mrazek, who weathered 
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several Lightning storms to help Carolina reach overtime and 
earn a point. 

“We got lucky to get a point out of that,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Our goalie bailed us out all game, in my opinion.” 

Minus 

Nino Niederreiter, Hurricanes forward — It was a quiet night 
for No. 21, who — other than taking an elbowing penalty that 
resulted in matching minors just 3:26 into the game — was 
mostly invisible all night. The line with him, Staal and Warren 
Foegele was on the ice for six high-danger scoring chances 
for the Lightning while generating none.

 

 

Recap: Canes Erase Two-Goal Deficit to Earn Point 

Mrazek makes 33 saves in 3-2 overtime loss 

By Michael Smith 

TAMPA - The Carolina Hurricanes erased a two-goal deficit 
to earn a point in a 3-2 overtime loss to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: Petr Mrazek  

One of the chief reasons why the Canes were able to fight 
their way back and claim a point is because of Mrazek, who 
turned in 33 saves on 36 shots. In the second period 
especially, the Lightning logged a hefty amount of offensive 
zone time, and Mrazek was equal to the task. 

"He was on top of his game, there's no doubt about that," 
Brady Skjei said. "He played a heck of a game, and the 
reason we got that point tonight was definitely because of 
him." 

Mrazek's best and most timely save came in the second 
period, when Pat Maroon found himself with time all alone in 
the slot. Mrazek made a patient glove stop to keep his team 
within a goal of tying the game. 

"Our goalie bailed us out all game," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "We had spurts where we were playing it 
right, but it wasn't good enough. The fact that we got a point 
out of that was pretty good, and we had a chance to win." 

Minus: Not good enough 

The main takeaway from the Canes' postgame comments 
was that they didn't have their best game. And that can't 
happen on the road against the defending Stanley Cup 
champions, a team that is nipping at the Canes' heels in the 
Central Division standings. It just wasn't good enough for 
long enough. 

"When you're playing the best team in hockey, you can't play 
the way we did," Brind'Amour said. "We can't play two 
periods like that and then expect to get anything out of it." 

The positive is that even though the Canes didn't have their 
best, they were never out of the game. They snagged a point 

and had opportunities to get a second in overtime. Another 
positive? The Canes get right back at it less than 24 hours 
from now. 

"We didn't play our game," Brind'Amour said. "It's all about 
the little plays we didn't do tonight, and we spent way too 
much time in our own end because of it. We need to up the 
ante a little bit if we want to get to a playoff-level type game." 

Plus: Goals from Andrei Svechnikov and Brady Skjei 

Don't look now, but Svechnikov has scored a goal in three 
consecutive games. He got the Canes on the board in the 
second period with a laser wrist shot from the top of the left 
circle on the power play. 

"I've got my confidence back, and I've got to keep moving 
forward," Svechnikov said. 

"He had a great game tonight," Brind'Amour said. "He's been 
doing this all year, really. I hope for his sake that he can just 
relax and play a little bit." 

Early in the third period, Skjei stepped up with the puck, fired 
a shot through Sebastian Aho's screen in front and beat 
Andrei Vasilevskiy to tie the game at two. 

Minus: Martin Necas shaken up twice 

Necas was twice shaken up in the third period. Necas first 
absorbed a high elbow from Erik Cernak in a scrum along 
the boards but returned a short while later on the team's 
second power play unit. Then, Alex Killorn caught him with a 
heavy hit in the neutral zone. Jake Gardiner jumped to the 
defense of his teammate and dropped the gloves with Killorn 
in what was Gardiner's first fight since Feb. 2014, according 
to HockeyFights.com. 

"That got our bench going, for sure," Skjei said. "Gards isn't 
known as a fighter, but you protect your teammates when 
you have to. Junior got hit pretty hard, and it was a great job 
by Gards stepping up and fighting." 

To turn a minus into a plus: Necas returned to the ice for the 
balance of the game and appeared fine afterward. That's 
good news for both him and the team. 
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Stats Pack 

2:40: Sebastian Aho and Brett Pesce each logged a 2:40 
shift late in the second period, as the Canes got hemmed in 
their own zone. 

4: Cedric Paquette, who was welcomed back to Tampa with 
a video tribute (this wasn't his first trip back to Tampa, but 
fans weren't in the building in late February), and Jani 
Hakanpaa each led the Canes with four hits. 

Quote of the Night 

"We've got to show them our best game tomorrow. We have 
better. I know that." - Andrei Svechnikov 

Up Next 

Same time, same place on Tuesday.

 

Preview: Hurricanes at Lightning 

Rematch set in Tampa 

By Michael Smith 

TAMPA - The Carolina Hurricanes and Tampa Bay Lightning 
meet again with first place in the Central Division still up for 
grabs. 

The Match-Up 

Carolina Hurricanes (29-10-5, 63 points) at Tampa Bay 
Lightning (30-13-2, 62 points) 

Tuesday, April 20, 7 p.m. 

Watch: Bally Sports South, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

About Last Night 

With goals from Andrei Svechnikov and Brady Skjei, the 
Canes erased a two-goal deficit to earn a point in a 3-2 

overtime loss to the Lightning. Petr Mrazek made 33 saves 
on 36 shots, while Yanni Gourde netted the game-winning 
goal for the Bolts at the 2:50 mark of overtime. 

"Our goalie bailed us out all game," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "We had spurts where we were playing it 
right, but it wasn't good enough. The fact that we got a point 
out of that was pretty good, and we had a chance to win." 

Numbers to Know 

1: Since the Canes got a point on Monday night, they remain 
in first place in the Central Division, but the third-place 
Lightning are just a point back. 

2: Jake Gardiner recorded the second fighting major of his 
NHL career when he dropped the gloves with Alex Killorn on 
Monday night. His first career NHL fight, according to 
HockeyFights.com, came more than seven years ago on 
Feb. 4, 2014, against Jonthan Huberdeau. 

3: Svechnikov has tallied a goal in three straight games, 
equaling his longest goal-scoring streak of the season.
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Gourde, Lightning defeat Hurricanes in OT 

Scores at 2:50 for Tampa Bay; Vasilevskiy makes 25 saves 
for NHL-leading 27th victory 

By Corey Long 

TAMPA -- Yanni Gourde scored at 2:50 of overtime to give 
the Tampa Bay Lightning a 3-2 win against the Carolina 
Hurricanes at Amalie Arena on Monday. 

Gourde's initial shot from the slot was saved by Petr Mrazek, 
but he got his own rebound in the crease and stuffed the 
puck into the net. 

"There was a lot of room, but Alex [Killorn] won his 1-on-1 in 
the corner, he battled for the puck and won it again," Gourde 
said. "I just tried to get a shot off as quick as I could, and I 
was fortunate enough to get a rebound. I just followed the 
puck and went to the net. That's where I usually score my 
goals. I tried to keep it simple." 

Killorn had a goal and an assist for the Lightning (30-13-2), 
who have won four of their past six games and are one point 
behind the Hurricanes and Florida Panthers for first place in 
the eight-team Discover Central Division. The top four teams 
will qualify for the Stanley Cup Playoffs 

Andrei Vasilevskiy made 25 saves for his NHL-leading 27th 
victory. 

"The whole game it seemed like there was some kind of 
pent-up energy," Killorn said. "I'm really happy with the entire 
game. With the amount of games that there are remaining … 
you want to play a certain way." 

Andrei Svechnikov and Brady Skjei scored for the Hurricanes 
(29-10-5), who have lost three of their past five games (2-1-
2). Mrazek made 33 saves. 

The teams will play each other for the final time this season 
here Tuesday. 

"I don't think we had emotion at all," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "They might've treated it like a playoff 

game, but I don't think we did. It's all about little plays that we 
didn't do today. We need to up the ante a little bit ... 

"It wasn't good enough. We got lucky to get a point out of 
that. Our goalie bailed us out. We had spurts where we were 
playing right, but it wasn't good enough." 

Killorn gave Tampa Bay a 1-0 lead at 14:42 of the first 
period, deking Mrazek on a breakaway before scoring with a 
backhand just below the crossbar. 

Brayden Point extended the lead to 2-0 with a power-play 
goal at 2:08 of the second period when he deflected a shot 
from Ondrej Palat. The goal was Point's 300th point in the 
NHL. 

"There were two good teams out there," Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper said. "We had a game plan in place and they 
executed it. The guys did a good job." 

Svechnikov cut it to 2-1 at 10:03 with a shot from the right 
face-off circle on the power play. It was his third straight 
game with a goal after scoring one in his previous 11. 

"I think he's played fine all year," Brind'Amour said. "I know 
everyone judges, and he does too, I'm sure, on goals, but 
he's always making plays out there. He had a great game 
tonight, really. He's been doing this all year.  

"I hope for his sake he just relaxes and plays a little bit and 
doesn't get asked all the questions about getting goals. 
Because you can't really control all that. Sometimes they go 
in and sometimes they don't. It's the overall play we're 
looking for." 

Skjei tied it 2-2 at 1:08 of the third period when he scored 
through a screen by Sebastian Aho. 

"I think we can learn from this," Skjei said. "I don't think we 
played the full 60, and it showed. We had good spurts of 
play, but overall, it wasn't our best. Petr played a heck of a 
game. We've got to come back tomorrow, so we'll learn a 
few things on video and get right back at it."
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Gourde scores in OT to lift Lightning over Hurricanes 3-2 

By Erik Erlendsson 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Yanni Gourde scored 2:50 into 
overtime and Alex Killorn had a Gordie Howe hat trick to give 
the Tampa Bay Lightning a 3-2 victory over the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Monday night in a critical matchup between 
Central Division contenders. 

Brayden Point also scored for the Lightning, and Andrei 
Vasilevskiy made 25 saves for his NHL-leading 27th win. 

“There’s two good teams out there and we had a game plan 
in place and they executed it,” Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper 
said. “The guys did a good job.’’ 

Andrei Svechnikov and Brady Skjei scored for Carolina, 
which has only one regulation loss in the past eight games. 
Petr Mrazek stopped 33 shots. 

“It wasn’t good enough,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “We got lucky to get a point out of that. Our goalie 
bailed us out. We had spurts where we were playing right, 
but it wasn’t good enough. We played the best team in 
hockey and we can’t play two periods like that and expect to 
get anything out of it.” 

Carolina and Florida are tied for the Central Division lead 
with 63 points, though the Hurricanes have two games in 
hand. The defending Stanley Cup champion Lightning are 
one point behind the co-leaders. 

Gourde found a loose puck alone in the right circle and, after 
his initial shot was stopped by Mrazek, was able to put in the 
rebound before the Carolina goaltender could reach back. It 
was Gourde’s 16th goal of the season. 

“I tried to get a shot off as quick as I could and was fortunate 
enough to get a rebound,” Gourde said. “I just followed 
through with it and then go to the net and that’s where 
usually I score my goals.’’ 

Killorn picked up an assist on the winner to complete the 
Gordie Howe hat trick with a goal, an assist and a fight -- 
which came in the third period against Jake Gardiner after 
Killorn delivered an open-ice hit on Martin Necas. 

“Whenever you get a fight you’re always hoping that you 
could get a goal and assist,” Killorn said. “To get it on a 
game-winner in overtime is really special. They gave me the 
puck and everything, so a pretty cool moment.’’ 

Killorn opened the scoring after taking a pass from Tyler 
Johnson off the boards to skate in on a breakaway. Killorn 
pulled the puck to his backhand and lifted the shot over 
Mrazek at 14:42. 

Point got his 300th career point on his 19th goal of the 
season after deflecting Ondre Palat’s shot-pass on the power 
play at 2:08 of the second period. 

Svechnikov cut the lead to 2-1 just 10 seconds into a power 
play with a wrist shot from the left point. 

Skjei pulled the Hurricanes even 1:08 into the third as he cut 
down from the left point to intercept a pass from Alex Barre-
Boulet and beat Vasilevskiy with a wrist shot from the slot. 

“I think we can learn from this,” Skjei said. “I don’t think we 
played the full 60 and it showed. We had good spurts of play 
but overall it wasn’t our best. Petr played a heck of a game. 
We’ve got to come back tomorrow, so we’ll learn a few things 
on video and get right back at it.” 

STRUGGLING VETERAN 

Johnson, who has played his entire NHL career with the 
Lightning, has endured his share of struggles this season, 
including Saturday in a loss to Florida when he was 
responsible for a late-period turnover and failed coverage. 
Cooper removed Johnson from the power-play rotation after 
holding a conversation with the veteran center earlier in the 
day. 

“I’ve coached him a long time and I trust him as a player,” 
Cooper said. “He’s had many, many, many more ups than 
downs. When you go through this you just have to stand with 
your player and try to have him work his way out of that. Part 
of that is to work on the 5-on-5 game and then take steps 
from there. He’s a consummate pro and I’m sure he’s going 
to work his way out of this.’’ 

TRIO IN NET 

Carolina continues to carry three goaltenders on the active 
roster, with Mrazek, James Reimer and Alex Nedeljkovic. 
Mrazek, who missed two months with a fractured thumb, and 
Nedeljkovic both have sub-2.00 goals-against averages 
while Reimer leads the team with 14 wins. 

With the playoffs less than a month away, Brind’Amour 
wants to use more of a set rotation. 

“Do we have a plan? Yeah, but we are basically going day to 
day on how we want to focus it,” Brind’Amour said. “And it’s 
tough on those guys because no matter what, you are not 
going to make everybody happy. So we have to do what is 
best for the group and we probably have to lean toward two 
guys more just to keep them sharp. You don’t want to have 
guys getting stale.’’ 

UP NEXT 

The teams play again on Tuesday.
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NHL Power Rankings: Hurricanes’ surprising strength; Rangers on the rise 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings we look at 
one team that is a legit Stanley Cup contender, and another 
that could be one in very short order. Maybe as soon as a 
year or two from now. 

In Carolina, the Hurricanes remain a top-five team  thanks to 
a great core of young talent, an exceptional defense, and a 
surprising strength in goal. For years the biggest question 
mark with them was always whether they could get enough 
goaltending. Right now, they boast one of the best 
goaltending performances in the league with the trio of Petr 
Mrazek, Alex Nedeljkovic, and James Reimer combining for 
a .915 all situations save percentage (per Natural Stat Trick). 
That is one of the best marks in hockey, and combined with 
their defense makes them one of the toughest teams to 
score against in the league. 

That can take you a long way. 

Meanwhile, the Rangers are starting to see their pieces all 
come together for an impressive 13-4-3 stretch over their 
past 20 games. They are not only winning, but they have 
been one of the NHL’s most exciting teams. They are top-10 
in goals per game and goals against per game; have the 
fifth-best goal differential, and a core of talent that is rapidly 
improving. It may not be enough to get them in the playoffs 
this season, but they are not far away. They are closing in on 
the top-10 this week. 

Where does your team sit in this week’s NHL Power 
Rankings? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Colorado Avalanche. They have not played in a while and 
are on pause for the next couple of days, but they have the 
NHL’s best points percentage, an insane plus-53 goal 
differential in 43 games (also best in the league) and are 17-
1-2 in their past 20 games. The best team in hockey. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights. No weakness here. Right there 
with Colorado among the league’s top teams. They could 
meet in the Second Round. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes. Their goaltending has been insanely 
good this season. Third-best team save percentage in 
hockey, behind only Vegas and the Islanders. Scary team. 

4. Washington Capitals. Anthony Mantha has been an 
incredible fit so far with four goals in his first four games. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning. They have been a little off for a 
couple of weeks now, but that is not a huge concern. It 
happens to even the best teams at some point in a season. 

6. Florida Panthers. Carter Verhaeghe has been one of the 
best stories in the NHL, so his injury is tough to see. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins. Sidney Crosby just keeps rolling 
along with 50 points in 44 games and another top-10 year in 
the scoring race. 

8. Boston Bruins. Do not count them out in the East. They 
could still win it. With the way they are playing right now and 
their remaining schedule, they might. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs. When this team is playing well it 
looks unbeatable. But it also has stretches where it looks 
very beatable. Little bit of a concern for the playoffs. 

10. New York Islanders. Just 13 goals in the past eight 
games is not ideal. They have won two games during that 
stretch by a 1-0 score. That might be Lou Lamoriello and 
Barry Trotz’s dream situation, but you are going to need 
more than that in the playoffs 

11. New York Rangers. You can see the potential in this 
group. It is scary. Also one of the most exciting teams in the 
NHL right now. They jump from No. 17 in last week’s NHL 
Power Rankings. 

12. Minnesota Wild. Their reward for a strong season that 
has seen them take a big leap forward is going to be a First 
Round matchup with Vegas. Congratulations! 

13. Winnipeg Jets. With those forwards and that goaltending 
you do not want to count them out. The right ingredients in 
the right division in the right season to maybe surprise you. 

14. Edmonton Oilers. Mike Smith has been great this 
season. Can he maintain that? It seems like the Oilers are 
banking quite a lot on his ability to do just that. 

15. Dallas Stars. They are not going away quietly. A couple 
of rookies (Jason Robertson and Jake Oettinger) are helping 
to lead their playoff push. 

16. Nashville Predators. They have four head-to-head 
matchups with Chicago (three) and Dallas (one) the rest of 
the way. Winning at least three of them would do wonders for 
their playoff chances. 

17. Chicago Blackhawks. The Blackhawks probably have the 
toughest remaining schedule of the three teams fighting for 
that fourth playoff spot in the Central. If they get in, they will 
have definitely earned it. 
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18. Montreal Canadiens. Given their record before and after 
the coaching change it seems that this is just a middle of the 
pack team. 

19. Calgary Flames. That little three-game winning streak 
this past week was way too little, way too late. Very 
disappointing season here. 

20. St. Louis Blues. That loss to Arizona this past week could 
loom large. They play the top-three teams in the division in 
nine of their remaining 12 games. 

21. Arizona Coyotes. Beating St. Louis in regulation to snap 
a five-game losing streak was massive. While the Blues 
finish the season playing Vegas, Minnesota, and Colorado in 
most of their games, the Coyotes finish while playing the 
Sharks and Kings. 

22. Philadelphia Flyers. A Carter Hart bounce back next 
season would produce a Flyers bounce back. 

23. Vancouver Canucks. Credit to them for coming back and 
beating Toronto. It still seems like it was too soon for them to 
be back on the ice. 

24. Buffalo Sabres. Credit to them for not mailing in the rest 
of the season. They look like a wildly different team under 
Don Granato. Not really a particularly good team, but 
definitely better. Also no longer a pushover. 

25. Detroit Red Wings. Like the Sabres, the Red Wings have 
also been surprisingly competitive down the stretch. I want to 
see what Jakub Vrana can do with an increased role. 

26. Los Angeles Kings. Keep your eyes on the future, Kings 
fans. It is bright. 

27. San Jose Sharks. They played their way back into the 
playoff race and then lost six out of seven, including four 
losses to Anaheim and LA. You just can not let that happen. 

28. Ottawa Senators. Hopefully that shutout against Montreal 
is something Matt Murray can build on. He needed a positive 
game. The Senators need him to be good. 

29. Anaheim Ducks. The Ducks seem further away from 
seriously contending than any almost other team in the 
league. 

30. New Jersey Devils. It has been a struggle lately, but 
there is some very good young talent here. 

31. Columbus Blue Jackets. They may not be the worst team 
in the league, but nobody is playing worse than them right 
now. Only two regulation wins since March 5, and they’re 
tied for the lowest total in the league. The team they are tied 
with, Vancouver, has only played 11 games during that 
stretch. Columbus has played 21 games. Overall the Blue 
Jackets have lost eight of their past 10 games and looked 
bad while doing so.

 

 

Power Rankings: An Unstoppable Avalanche 

Colorado is making a statement at the top of the rankings - 
find out where your team fits in. 

By Ryan Kennedy 

The trade deadline is behind us, the playoffs loom ahead. 
This is the time of year where everything gets tighter and the 
games just seem to mean more. This season's division-only 
format makes that notion even more prevalent, as those 
'four-point games' are practically every night. Some teams 
are surging under this pressure, while others are wilting. And 
the real intrigue lies in those teams that just aren't willing to 
give up their playoff drive just yet, throwing chaos into the 
equation. Let's take a look at how they all stack up. 

1. Colorado Avalanche: With nine wins in the past 10 games, 
Colorado has become some sort of unstoppable force of 
nature. Like a mass of power, barrelling downhill, ready to 
sweep over anything in its path. I wish there was a better 
word for this… 

2. Carolina Hurricanes: Balance has been a hallmark of the 
Carolina attack, which makes it a little less surprising that 
Vince Trocheck is the only Canes regular averaging more 
than a point per game. Having said that, it's great to see 
Trocheck back on top of his game. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights: They may be a little overshadowed 
by the Avs, but the Golden Knights are just as hot right now, 

boasting a six-game win streak. And how about Chandler 
Stephenson? He's already broken career records for goals 
(10) and points (26) in just 39 games. 

4. Washington Capitals: There are some existential threats to 
Washington's perch atop the East and an injury to Zdeno 
Chara doesn't help, but this is still a potent squad that can do 
damage. New recruit Anthony Mantha has fit in just fine with 
four goals and five points in four games. 

5. Florida Panthers: As wild as it is that Carter Verhaeghe is 
a top-50 scorer costing the Cats just $1 million against the 
cap, let's remember that Aleksander Barkov, an elite two-
way center, is making less than $6 million a season. 

6. Boston Bruins: So it looks like the trade deadline worked 
out for the B's. Taylor Hall has three points in four games, 
Mike Reilly is playing nearly 23 minutes a night on the 
blueline and most importantly, Boston has won four in a row. 
Time to get scared, East Division? 

7. Toronto Maple Leafs: Zach Hyman got hurt, Jack 
Campbell is no longer undefeated and the power play is in 
shambles. And yet, Toronto has points in eight of the past 10 
games and Nick Foligno is nearing his debut. Basically the 
Leafs are whatever you want them to be. 

8. Tampa Bay Lightning: "Struggling" for the Bolts means five 
wins in the past 10 games, which is not horrible, really. 
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Steven Stamkos is hurt, but let's not forget that Tampa Bay 
probably gets a healthy, rested Nikita Kucherov back for the 
playoffs. 

9. New York Islanders: Kyle Palmieri and Travis Zajac are 
still finding their footing on Long Island, though it's only been 
six games. The Isles could find themselves anywhere from 
first to fourth in the division, but would you want to play them 
in the first round, even with home ice? 

10. Winnipeg Jets: Continuing to cruise along with very little 
controversy, the Jets have been consistently good in a 
chaos-filled division. Neal Pionk continues to grow as a top-
pairing defenseman and Mark Scheifele is a top-10 NHL 
scorer. 

11. Minnesota Wild: The Wild are third in their division, but 
it's only because it's an incredibly top-heavy crew. Minnesota 
is still one of the most interesting teams around this season 
and they're doing it with balance. Also, Cam Talbot has a 
.922 save percentage, which helps. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins: Sidney Crosby is just doing it. He's 
racking up goals, getting apples for equipment managers - 
he's just doing Sid things all over the place. If Tristan Jarry 
can seize some late momentum in net, watch out. 

13. Edmonton Oilers: Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl 
have combined for 134 points through 43 games. That's just 
a dumb number of points. You could combine Detroit's top 
seven scorers and you still wouldn't get to that many points 
right now. 

14. New York Rangers: Every year, when we put together 
our Playoff Preview issue, we must decide which bubble 
teams to cut before publishing. The Rangers are the type of 
team that gives us fits because they refuse to die. But I can't 
hate them; they have Fox, Lafreniere and K'Andre. 

15. Dallas Stars: Don't look now, but the Stars are hot and 
flexing those games-in-hand for all they're worth. The kids 
have stepped up, with Jason Robertson and Roope Hintz 
leading the way - but no one on Dallas has produced more 
than wily veteran Joe Pavelski. 

16. Nashville Predators: The Preds are still technically ahead 
of the Stars for that final Central playoff spot, but the heat is 
beginning to dissipate in Music City. Can goaltender Juuse 
Saros drag them across the finish line? 

17. St. Louis Blues: It doesn't feel like the Blues are this bad, 
but here we are. St. Louis still has a very good chance of 
grabbing that fourth spot in the West, but the team will have 
to pull out of the tailspin that has seen them win just three of 
the past 10 games. 

18. Chicago Blackhawks: Look, we didn't think the Hawks 
would be competitive this year and here they are playing 
meaningful games well into late April. Playoffs or not, that's 
great for the likes of Pius Suter, Adam Boqvist and Ian 
Mitchell. 

19. Arizona Coyotes: The Coyotes need to fend off St. Louis 
if they want that final playoff spot in the West, thus earning a 

first-round date with, in all likelihood, Colorado. Doesn't 
sound like much of a prize, does it? 

20. Montreal Canadiens: The Habs are the least-bad of the 
pretenders in the North, but they shouldn't get any credit for 
that. Giving their fans a sneak preview of Cole Caufield this 
year? I would give them lots of points for that. 

21. Philadelphia Flyers: The Flyers are the opposite of the 
Rangers in the Playoff Preview conundrum. With a 3-4-3 
record and no games in hand on the teams above them, 
Philly has made our decision for us. 

22. San Jose Sharks: Everything in San Jose is Patrick 
Marleau-based right now and frankly? It's a pretty good 
strategy. Marleau is an incredibly likable guy who looks like 
Coach Taylor from Friday Night Lights and always shows up 
for work. 

23. Calgary Flames: Maybe I'm a bit high on the Flames but I 
feel like they've got one more kick at the can here. They play 
the team they're trying to catch (Montreal) three times in a 
row starting Friday and end the season with four straight 
against Vancouver. A comeback is possible. 

24. Los Angeles Kings: The wheels have kinda fallen off in 
Los Angeles, not that we had high expectations for the Kings 
in the first place. So now we wait for fun: Arthur Kaliyev and 
Rasmus Kupari have already played games, maybe Quinton 
Byfield is next? 

25. Vancouver Canucks: The Canucks saw your talk of a 
moral victory against Toronto and said, "No. Regular victory!" 
Bo Horvat will never have to pay for dry ribs at White Spot 
again. 

26. Anaheim Ducks: The best part about being out of the 
spotlight is when you go into a free-fall and most of the 
hockey world doesn't notice. Owen Power and Jamie 
Drysdale on the same pairing, anyone? 

27. New Jersey Devils: It's getting rough in Newark with the 
Devils winning just one of their past 10 games. Signing Alex 
Holtz this week was a bright spot, but if you're a Devils fan, 
maybe stay away from any Rangers supporters online. 

28. Ottawa Senators: Somehow the Senators freak teams 
out, even with a minus-42 goal differential. They are the 
Whammies from Press Your Luck, but in hockey form.  

29. Buffalo Sabres: Casey Mittelstadt has four points in his 
past five games and his younger brother Luke recently won a 
Minnesota state high school championship with Eden Prairie. 
This is a huge time for Buffalo and Buffalo-adjacent news. 

30. Columbus Blue Jackets: Zach Werenski is out for the 
season due to surgery, Max Domi is a healthy scratch and to 
make matters even worse, Ohio State just lost to Michigan in 
the men's and women's Big Ten pinball championships. 

31. Detroit Red Wings: It would actually be kinda funny if the 
Red Wings passed Columbus in the standings and did not 
finish last in the Central. I don't know how you would explain 
that to people in 20 years.
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Recap: Canes come back to secure point, fall in OT to Lightning 

The Carolina Hurricanes opened up a six-game road trip with 
an overtime loss to the Lightning, coming back from a 2-0 
deficit to secure a point. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes secured a big point but ultimately 
lost in Tampa Monday night, falling to the Lightning 3-2 in 
overtime after overcoming a 2-0 deficit in regulation to get 
the point.  

Carolina fell down 2-0 early in the second period, but a 
strong effort in net by Petr Mrazek and goals from Andrei 
Svechnikov and Brady Skjei got the Canes back into things. 
For the Lightning, Alex Killorn and Brayden Point scored 
early, while Yanni Gourde finished in overtime for the game 
winner.  

With the point the Canes stayed one point clear of Tampa 
Bay in the Central Division standings, with the Hurricanes 
also still holding a game in hand. Mrazek was excellent for 
Carolina all night, coming up with some huge saves to 
ensure the point in the standings.  

In total, Mrazek stopped 33 shots faced on the night, while 
Tampa Bay’s Andrei Vasilevskiy picked up the win after 
turning away 25 of 27 shots faced. 

After a fast-paced, tight opening 14 minutes in which neither 
team grabbed much of an edge, Tampa opened up the 
scoring thanks to a slight defensive miscue by the Canes 
and a great finish in front of the net by Killorn.  

Jaccob Slavin pushed up ice but couldn’t get a piece of the 
puck, and Vincent Trocheck and Dougie Hamilton both 
unsuccessfully pinched on Tyler Johnson, who calmly got the 
puck centered to a wide-open Killorn. Killorn used a great 
forehand-backhand move, lifting the puck over Mrazek’s pad 
to make it 1-0.  

The Canes had some chances of their own in the first 20 
minutes, but a few good saves by Vasilevskiy and a few too 
many extra passes by Carolina kept the Hurricanes off the 
scoresheet in the opening frame.  

Tampa Bay continued its momentum from the late first period 
into the second, as the Lightning made it 2-0 early in the 
second period on the power play. A long offensive-zone 
possession on the man advantage ended with a deflection 
goal for Point, who redirected an Ondrej Palat point shot past 
Mrazek.  

The most dangerous lead in hockey, as they say, didn’t hold 
for the Lightning, as the Canes came storming back. The first 
came later in the second period on the power play, as 
Svechnikov netted his third goal in as many games from the 
top of the circle.  

Erik Cernak took a penalty, his second of the game, for 
checking Jesper Fast into the net, and the Canes converted 
with the extra man just 10 seconds later. Dougie Hamilton 
settled the puck down after a scramble off the faceoff, lacing 
it to Svechnikov for the snipe.  

The Lightning carried the one-goal lead into the final period, 
thanks to a brilliant point-blank save by Mrazek on Pat 
Maroon, but it didn’t last long into the third. Skjei skated in on 
a puck just over a minute into the final frame, slotting a 
wrister past Vasilevskiy to even things up.  

Though technically unassisted, Skjei’s goal was helped out 
greatly by some good work in front of net by Sebastian Aho.  

In a game that featured a playoff-like buzz throughout, things 
really escalated midway through the third period, as Killorn 
laid a heavy hit on Martin Necas that was met with Jake 
Gardiner dropping the gloves with Killorn.  

The result of the chaos was an instigating penalty on 
Gardiner served by Nino Niederreiter, which the Canes killed 
off, and also an extended absence for Necas who went back 
to the locker room. Necas did return in overtime, a great 
sight to see for Carolina.  

After a pretty fast-paced overtime period, matching the 
overall energy of the game, Gourde scored off a rebound to 
make it two points for the Lightning.  

Neither team will get much time to recover from the up-
tempo affair, as the Canes and Lightning will get right back at 
it Tuesday night.
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Skjei, Svechnikov on overtime loss  

Rod Brind’Amour, Andrei Svechnikov and Brady Skjei spoke 
to the media following a 3-2 overtime loss to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning.  

By Andrew Schnittker and Alec_Sawyer 

The Hurricanes did not have their A-game Monday night, but, 
thanks to 32 saves from Petr Mrazek and goals from Andrei 
Svechnikov and Brady Skjei, they picked up a point in a 3-2 
overtime loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning.  

Skjei, Svechnikov and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the media 
following the defeat, here’s a full breakdown of everything 
they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Andrei Svechnikov: I think he’s played fine all year. I 
know everyone judges, and he does too, I’m sure, on goals 
and what not, but he’s always making plays out there. He 
had a great game tonight, really. He got a goal and he set up 
[Jordan Staal] at the end there for a potential winner in 
overtime. He’s been doing this all year, really. I hope for his 
sake, he can just relax and play a little bit and doesn’t get 
asked all the questions about getting goals, because you 
can’t really control all that. Sometimes they go in, sometimes 
they don’t. But it’s the overall play we’re looking for.  

On the message after the game: It wasn’t good enough. We 
got lucky to get a point out of that. Our goalie bailed us out 
all game in my opinion. We had spurts where we were 
playing it right, but it wasn’t good enough. The fact that we 
got a point out of it, was probably pretty good, and had a 
chance to win. We had some good chances in overtime. So 
[Mrazek] put us in a spot to potentially win that. When you’re 
playing the best team in hockey, you can’t play the way we 
did. We can’t play two periods like that and expect to get 
anything out of it, so it’s a good point for us.  

On Mrazek getting hit on his thumb and on if he mentioned 
anything about it after the game: I haven’t heard anything 
about injuries at all. It’s too early. I’m meeting in about 10 
minutes with the trainer, and we usually go over that. 
Obviously he finished the game and never mentioned it. 
Hopefully it’s not an issue.  

On Alex Killorn’s hit on Martin Necas: I honestly don’t like to 
see that, a good player go down, or any player go down and 
get hurt. That’s the one thing. I can’t comment on it because 
I haven’t looked at it. Obviously they didn’t call any penalties 
on it, so they must have thought it was fine.  

On Monday’s playoff-like atmosphere and on if there are 
concerns about pacing that emotion: It’s funny. I don’t think 
we had the emotion at all. They might have treated it like a 
playoff game, but I don’t think we did. We didn’t play our 

game. It’s all about the little plays that we didn’t do tonight. 
We spent way too much time in our own end because of it. 
We need to up the ante a little bit if we want to get to a 
playoff level type game.  

Brady Skjei 

On the intensity of the game and on the Canes not 
necessarily being on their best game: I think we can learn 
from this. I don’t think we played our full 60 game. I think that 
showed. We had good spurts of playing our style, but overall 
it wasn’t our best. Petr [Mrazek] played a heck of a game. 
We’re gonna come back tomorrow and learn a few things on 
video and get right back at it.  

On Mrazek’s performance: He was on top of his game. No 
doubt about that. There were many shifts, I think me and 
[Brett Pesce] were out there for a long one in the second and 
Petr held strong. He played a heck of a game. The reason 
we got that point tonight was definitely because of him. He 
kept us in the game and did a great job.  

On Jake Gardiner fighting and standing up for Martin Necas: 
That got our bench going, for sure. [Gardiner] isn’t known as 
a fighter, obviously, but you protect your teammates when 
you have to. [Necas] got hit pretty hard there, and it was a 
great job from [Gardiner] of stepping up and fighting there.  

On Alex Killorn’s hit on Necas: I haven’t seen it yet. I’ll have 
to watch it. Obviously it was a pretty hard hit if Jake did that. I 
can’t comment on it right now. I didn’t see it well enough.  

Andrei Svechnikov 

On if he feels like he’s back to where he needs to be as a 
goal scorer: Yeah, for sure. Like I said after my first goal, it’s 
just one goal. But now it’s a couple of them. Obviously I’ve 
got my confidence. I feel comfortable with everything. 
Obviously I’ve got my confidence back, so I’ve got to keep 
that in form.  

On if it felt like a playoff game: Yeah, we kind of didn’t really 
play our game. I still think the playoffs are going to be a little 
more fast and physical. But yeah, it’s getting closer. But we 
didn’t play our game. We’ve got to change that.  

On the resiliency of the team to get a point: It wasn’t our best 
game. That’s for sure. We’ve got a great team here. We’ve 
got lots of good guys. We’ve just got to keep going and just 
try to find our best game before playoffs. We’re in every 
game right now, so it’s going to be huge for us.  

On rivalries sparking from playing the same teams so many 
times: For sure. They won the Stanley Cup last year, so 
they’re a really good team. But like I said, we didn’t play our 
best game. We’ve got to show them our best game 
tomorrow. We’ve got to be better, I know that.
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About last night: Canes not good enough, but Mrazek steals point 

Petr Mrazek helped the Hurricanes overcome long stretches 
of poor play and earn a much-needed point Monday night. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Carolina Hurricanes did not play well against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning on Monday night. They got to their game “in 
spurts” as both Rod Brind’Amour and multiple players said 
after, but they made too many sloppy mistakes and were 
hemmed into their own zone way too often.  

Yet, thanks to Petr Mrazek’s heroics and a couple big goals 
from Andrei Svechnikov and Brady Skjei, the Canes 
managed to erase a 2-0 deficit en route to earning an all-
important point in the standings before falling 3-2 in overtime.  

Let’s talk about last night.  

Not good enough 

Let’s start with the obvious. As the team pointed out in its 
postgame interviews, Carolina was lucky to get a point out of 
Monday’s game. The Canes simply made too many mistakes 
to hope to get two points against a team like Tampa Bay.  

They overpassed when they had good scoring opportunities, 
turned the puck over in opportune spots and allowed too 
many grade-A chances on defensive lapses, such as a first-
period goal that saw Alex Killorn get behind the defense for a 
clear-cut breakaway.  

“It wasn’t good enough,” Brind’Amour said. “We got lucky to 
get a point out of that. Our goalie bailed us out all game in 
my opinion. We had spurts where we were playing it right, 
but it wasn’t good enough. The fact that we got a point out of 
it, was probably pretty good, and had a chance to win. We 
had some good chances in overtime. So [Mrazek] put us in a 
spot to potentially win that. When you’re playing the best 
team in hockey, you can’t play the way we did. We can’t play 
two periods like that and expect to get anything out of it, so 
it’s a good point for us.” 

As Svechnikov said after the game, the Canes know they’ll 
have to be better. They’ll have to be better in order to get a 
critical two points in the rematch Tuesday night, and they’d 
certainly have to be better in a potential seven-game playoff 
series against the Lightning.  

Mrazek stands tall 

As noted above, the Canes were lucky to get a point out of 
this one. The reason they did? Mrazek. The Czech goalie 
was outstanding in net in this one, stopping 33 of 36 
Lightning shots, and standing on his head for several grade-
A stops. According to Natural Stat Trick, The Lightning had 
27 scoring chances and 13 high-danger chances in this one.  

And yet, thanks to Mrazek, the Hurricanes were able to hang 
around, keep the deficit manageable and come back to earn 
a point. There was one stretch in the second period where 
the Canes were hemmed into their own zone for over two 
minutes, with every skater on the ice playing over a two-
minute shift. Yet, thanks to Mrazek, they did not allow a goal 
on that sequence.  

“He was on top of his game,” Skjei said. “No doubt about 
that. There were many shifts, I think me and [Brett Pesce] 
were out there for a long one in the second and Petr held 
strong. He played a heck of a game. The reason we got that 
point tonight was definitely because of him. He kept us in the 
game and did a great job.” 

One of the biggest questions for the Hurricanes and their 
ability to get over the hump was whether or not they had a 
goalie that could give them that next-level goaltending and 
steal games in the playoffs. Mrazek has shown that ability on 
several occasions this season.  

Andrei Svechnikov is back 

There’s no doubt this has been a bit of a frustrating season 
for Svechnikov. He’s played well, but has seen some rotten 
puck luck and gone four stretches of six or more consecutive 
games without a goal. Brind’Amour has spoken multiple 
times about how much pressure Svechnikov puts on himself, 
and he’s been visibly frustrated and “fighting it” at times this 
season.  

After breaking a seven-game goal drought last Thursday, 
however, Svechnikov appears to have found his groove 
again. He’s noticeably playing with more confidence, and has 
goals in three straight, including Monday’s laser from the 
right circle on the power play that started the Hurricanes’ 
comeback.  

Brind’Amour is always the first to point out that Svechnikov 
has played well all year, and shouldn’t be judged by whether 
or not the puck is going in. But there’s also no doubt that 
seeing a few go in does wonders for Svechnikov’s 
confidence.  

“Like I said after my first goal, it’s just one goal,” Svechnikov 
said. “But now it’s a couple of them. Obviously I’ve got my 
confidence. I feel comfortable with everything. Obviously I’ve 
got my confidence back, so I’ve got to keep that in form.” 

If the Hurricanes are going to go anywhere in the 
postseason, they’re going to need the best version of Andrei 
Svechnikov. And he seems to be rounding into top form at 
the perfect time.  

Sticking up for a teammate 

As the games get closer and closer to playoff hockey, the 
physicality is ramping up. In the third period of last night’s 
game, the Bolts took some physical liberties with Hurricanes 
young star Martin Necas, via an elbow from Erik Cernak and 
questionable, borderline high hit from Alex Killorn.  

There was an instant response to the later, with Jake 
Gardiner dropping the gloves with Cernak without hesitation, 
firing up his teammates as he stuck up for Necas.  

“That got our bench going, for sure,” Skjei said. “[Gardiner] 
isn’t known as a fighter, obviously, but you protect your 
teammates when you have to. [Necas] got hit pretty hard 
there, and it was a great job from [Gardiner] of stepping up 
and fighting there.” 

An important point 
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Obviously, anytime you lose a game to a team you’re battling 
for position with, whether it’s in overtime or regulation, it’s not 
ideal. But for the Canes, getting a point made Monday’s 
defeat much more palatable.  

Going into Tuesday night’s rematch, Carolina remains in the 
driver’s seat for first place in the Central Division, tied with 
the Florida Panthers with two games in hand, and a point up 

on Tampa Bay with one in hand. While a win to push their 
lead to multiple points would certainly be preferable, given 
the games in hand situation, even coming out of the two-
game set with just one point would not doom Carolina in 
terms of winning the division by any means. The Canes 
remain in the driver’s seat for snagging that all important No. 
1 seed.

   

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article250787329.html 

https://theathletic.com/2530159/2021/04/20/just-waiting-on-him-to-say-put-me-in-how-teuvo-teravainens-potential-return-impacts-the-hurricanes/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/04/hurricanes-salvage-point-in-uneven-loss-in-tampa-bay/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-erase-two-goal-deficit-to-earn-point/c-323814072 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-carolina-hurricanes-tampa-bay-lightning/c-323814318 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-tampa-bay-lightning-game-recap/c-323191252 
https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-alex-killorn-nhl-florida-yanni-gourde-031e60f8a9b5eedb1b251edaa9892d19 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/04/19/nhl-power-rankings-carolina-hurricanes-surprising-strength-new-york-rangers-on-the-rise/ 
https://www.si.com/hockey/news/power-rankings-an-unstoppable-avalanche 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/19/22393093/recap-canes-come-back-to-secure-point-fall-in-ot-to-lightning 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/19/22393129/carolina-hurricanes-petr-mrazek-rod-brindamour-brady-skjei-andrei-svechnikov 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/20/22393318/carolina-hurricanes-petr-mrazek-andrei-svechnikov-brady-skjei-rod-brindamour 
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Hurricanes rally to force overtime, fall to Lightning 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

APRIL 19, 2021 06:41 PM,  

 

It wasn’t a playoff game, but the teams played like it was, with all the 
appropriate fury. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Tampa Bay Lightning went at it with a 
purpose Monday at Amalie Arena, neither team backing down nor 
holding back as the Lightning emerged with a 3-2 overtime victory. 

Yanni Gourde ended it, knocking in a rebound at 2:50 of the overtime 
period on a pass from Alex Killorn. Canes goalie Petr Mrazek stopped 
Gourde’s first shot from the slot but could not find the puck in the crease 
as Gourde knocked it in. 

While Gourde beat Mrazek for the winner, Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said the goalie was responsible for squeezing a point out of 

the game and keeping Carolina (29-10-5) in first place in the Central 
Division with 63 points. 

“It wasn’t good enough. We got lucky to get a point out of that,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Our goalie bailed us out all game, in my opinion. 

“We had spurts where we were playing it right. But it wasn’t good 
enough. The fact that we got a point out of that was probably pretty good 
and we had a chance to win. We had some good chances in overtime. 
(Mrazek) put us in a good spot to potentially win that. So it was a good 
point for us.” 

Tampa Bay (30-13-2), which leads the season series with the Canes 4-3, 
had a 1-0 lead after the first period, then 2-0 early in the second. Playing 
without an injured Steven Stamkos, the Lightning at times kept the puck 
for long periods in the Canes’ zone in the second — Canes defenseman 
Brett Pesce once was on the ice for 2:40 on one long shift. 

Andrei Svechnikov’s power-play goal in the second period got the Canes 
on the board, his 13th of the season and third in the past three games. 
Defenseman Brady Skjei then tied the score 2-2 just 1:08 into the third 
after the Canes forced a turnover in the Tampa Bay zone with their 
forecheck. 

“We had spurts where we played our style but it wasn’t our best,” Skjei 
said. “Petr played a heck of a game. He was on top of his game. The 
reason we got that point was definitely because of him.” 
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The hits came often, and often hard. During the third period, Tampa 
Bay’s Alex Killorn leveled winger Martin Necas with an open-ice hit. 
Killorn then dropped the gloves with defenseman Jake Gardiner, who 
was back in the lineup. 

Killorn picked up a five-minute fighting major but was not penalized for 
the hit on Necas. For Gardiner, it was his first NHL fight since February 
2014, when he was with Toronto. 

“That got our bench going for sure,” Skjei said. “(Gardiner) is not a fighter 
but you protect your teammates when you have to.” 

Necas left the ice and was taken to the locker room for evaluation, but 
later returned and played in the overtime. 

Killorn scored his 12th of the season in the first period with a breakaway 
for Tampa Bay, and Brayden Point his 19th on a power play early in the 
second for the 2-0 lead. 

Svechnikov finally got the puck past goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy in the 
second. After Jesper Fast forced Alex Barre-Boulet to lose the puck in 
the Tampa zone, Skjei grabbed the loose puck at the top of the left circle 
and scored his second of the season at 1:08 of the third for a 2-2 tie. 

While there was a playoff-like intensity to the game, Brind’Amour didn’t 
think the Canes played with playoff-caliber emotion. 

“They might have treated it like a playoff game but we didn’t play our 
game.” he said. “We need to up the ante a little bit if we want to get to a 
playoff-level type game.” 

The Canes will get their chance Tuesday, playing the Lightning again in 
their eighth and final regular-season matchup. 

WHICH GOALIE TO PLAY? 

Brind’Amour said before the game Monday the intention was to use two 
goaltenders down the stretch of the regular season, and he said Mrazek 
would start Monday’s game. 

And to complete the back-to-back Tuesday against Tampa Bay? Alex 
Nedeljkovic or James Reimer? Brind’Amour wouldn’t say. 

“It’s tough on those guys because you’re not going to make everybody 
happy,” he said. “We just have to do what’s best for the group. We’re 
probably going to lean to two guys more just to keep them sharp.” 

In one lineup change, defenseman Jake Gardiner will be paired with Jani 
Hakanpaa. Defenseman Jake Bean will be a healthy scratch. 

TERAVAINEN UPDATE 

Forward Teuvo Teravainen is with the team on the six-game road trip 
that ends next week with two games against Dallas. It’s possible the 
forward, who has played one game since Feb. 19 as he recovers from a 
concussion, could rejoin the lineup during the trip, Brind’Amour said. 

“We’re waiting on him to say ‘book me in’ and then he’ll go in,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Hopefully he’ll get the bug and feel good and he’ll get 
in there.” 
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For the newest Canes defenseman, Jani Hakanpaa, it’s ‘so far, so good’ 
in Carolina 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

APRIL 19, 2021 07:00 AM,  

 

Jani Hakanpaa had been traded by the Anaheim Ducks. He hopped a 
cross-country flight and found himself in a Raleigh hotel room, alone with 
his thoughts. 

“It was kind of a whirlwind,” he said Saturday. “Everything happens fast 
and suddenly late, late Monday night I’m here. You’re in a hotel room 
wondering how is this going to go.” 

Here’s how it went: 

Hakanpaa played his first two games for the Carolina Hurricanes — two 
victories over the Nashville Predators — and was in two postgame Storm 
Surge celebrations, clapping away, raising his stick. 

In his second game, Saturday against the Predators, the tall, shutdown 
defenseman scored the go-ahead goal in the third period of a 3-1 win, 
was named the game’s first star and had Canes fans chanting, “Jani! 
Jani!” when it was over. 

That’s how it went, but it’s a funny thing: That’s not quite what he was 
wondering about late, late this past Monday night. 

“I’ve got to be honest, I didn’t think of that,” he said, smiling. “But it’s nice. 
It’s cool how the fans took me in. I’m really glad and honored by that.” 

The Hakanpaa deal was the only move the Canes made at the NHL 
trade deadline. Defenseman Haydn Fleury, a player well liked by his 
teammates and a former Carolina first-round draft pick who was 
developed in the Canes organization into an NHL-caliber player, went the 
other way/ 

But the Canes wanted another right-shot defenseman. Hakanpaa is that. 
They wanted a D-man with size willing to play with an edge, not shy 
about hitting. Hakanpaa is that, too. 

Not that Hakanpaa, who is third among NHL skaters with 175 hits, runs 
around the ice looking to hammer people or goon it up. But when the 
time comes and the opportunity arises, he is 6-foot-5 and 220 pounds, 
and he can deliver. 

He did that Thursday in his Canes debut, knocking down the Preds’ 
Mikael Granlund with a clean open-ice hit. He did it Saturday to Calle 
Jarnkrok by the Nashville bench. 

“He’s a great addition to the team,” Canes defenseman Jaccob Slavin 
said Saturday. “He’s smart, he’s physical, he skates well. He fits in well 
with our D corps. The coaching staff has done a great job getting him up 
to speed on all the system stuff.” 

Hakanpaa, 29, was in the starting lineup Saturday and briefly paired with 
Brady Skjei before being moved back alongside defenseman Jake Bean. 
In 14:23 of ice time, all at even strength, he had four shots, four hits and 
blocked four shots. 

“He had some big plays all over the ice,” Slavin said. 

The biggest was on a faceoff in the Preds’ zone in the third period, the 
score tied 1-1 with 11:07 left in regulation. Vincent Trocheck, confident 
he’d win the draw, told Hakanpaa the puck would be coming back to him 
and to, well, rip it. 

Trocheck won the draw. “Put it on a silver platter for me,” Hakanpaa said. 

He ripped it. Just like that, it was 2-1. Hakanpaa’s first goal with the 
Canes also was his first of the season, leaving goalie Juuse Saros 
contorting his body, peering through the bodies between them to make 
sure he knew who had beaten him on the shot. 

No. 58, Hakanpaa. 

With Slavin scoring late in the first period, the Canes got two goals from 
D-men, and Dougie Hamilton picked up his team-leading 29th assist of 
the season on Andrei Svechnikov’s late empty-net goal. 

NEEDING A NICKNAME 
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In a week when there was much social media debate about a nickname, 
and which Canes player called forward Martin Necas “Sugarboo” before 
Thursday’s game, what about the new guy, the big guy from Finland? 
What to call him? 

“There’s a few floating around,” said Slavin, who said “Hakan Dazs” 
might be one. “We’ll come up with something and something will stick.” 

Hakanpaa said he was usually called “Hak” in Anaheim. That’s it, just 
“Hak.” 

And with the Canes? 

“They might wind up making up their own,” Hakanpaa said. “Whatever 
the guys want to call me, I’ll take it.” 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

When: Monday, 7 p.m. 

Where: Amalie Arena, Tampa, Fla. 

TV: BSSO (Bally). 
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Alex Killorn, Lightning get physical with Hurricanes 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Earlier today 

Updated 6 hours ago 

 

TAMPA — The Lightning sent a message Monday night in their first of 
back-to-back games against fellow division heavyweight Carolina. 

Tampa Bay had lost a two-goal, second-period lead when forward Alex 
Killorn laid a hit on Carolina’s Martin Necas as he crossed center ice 
midway through the third period, electrifying the limited-capacity Amalie 
Arena crowd. 

When the Hurricanes enforcer — in this case, Jake Gardiner — chased 
Killorn into the corner, he was game. And it was Killorn handing out right-
handed punches. 

After Killorn took Gardiner to the ground, he quickly got up, flipped off his 
helmet and as he skated toward the penalty box, Killorn looked into the 
crowd and — as if taking a page from a WWE superstar — emphatically 
waved his hands into the air to get the crowd going. 

That seemed to not just energize fans, but the Lightning. Tampa Bay got 
a thrilling 3-2 overtime victory in a game that was probably the 
Lightning’s best all-around performance in about three weeks 

Yanni Gourde’s putback goal with 2:10 in overtime was the winner. 
Gourde found himself open in the slot, and after his initial wrister was 
stopped by goalie Petr Mrazek, he charged the net and put a loose puck 
in the back of the net. 

“Very satisfying, very satisfying,” Gourde said of the goal. “It’s always 
good to get a goal in overtime. It’s different. It feels great, especially 
knowing the way we played tonight. We really deserved that win and it 
was good to finish it off.” 

It’s still roughly a month before the playoffs begin, but Monday night’s 
game held the feel of the postseason, and it could be a precursor to a 
potential playoff meeting down the road. 

“The whole game, it seemed like there was some pent-up energy in our 
team,” Killorn said. “You’re going to have to get through some of these 

teams that we’re playing. And when you play these teams as much as we 
are, I think there’s certain things that build up. And you want to play a 
certain way going into the playoffs.” 

Killorn assisted on Gourde’s goal, winning the puck off the boards and 
back-handing it to Gourde in the slot, Killorn also scored the Lightning’s 
first goal, giving him his first career Gordie Howe hat trick. After the 
game, he received a standing ovation when he was recognized as the 
second star of the game. In the dressing room, the team presented 
Killorn with a game puck. 

“I haven’t had a ton of fights in the NHL, but whenever you get a fight, 
you’re always hoping you could get a goal and an assist,” Killorn said. 
“To get it on a game winner in overtime, that’s really special.” 

Killorn said that he was actually worried that Necas was going to knock 
him over because of how fast he was skating up ice. 

“On the hit, it was kind of a pre-scout thing,” Killorn said. “We know he 
gets so much speed coming on the power play and he kind of runs into 
me. That’s how fast he’s coming.” 

Carolina took an extra penalty on the play, so it took the the league’s top-
ranked power play unit off the ice. 

The Lightning know Carolina well. Coach Jon Cooper likened the 
Hurricanes to a basketball team playing an entire game of full-court 
press. They’re an aggressive forechecking team that’s constantly in your 
face. But the Lightning dictated the pace of play throughout most of 
Monday’s game. 

“You limit them having the puck,” Cooper said. “They want to be on you 
and they want to be the ones that create the O-zone time, and I thought 
for a lot of the night we were the team that was doing that and it worked 
well for us.” 

With 11 games left in the regular season, the top three teams in the 
division — Florida and Carolina tied for first, and Tampa Bay in second 
— are jockeying for position atop the Central. Despite the win, the 
Lightning didn’t gain any ground, remaining in third place in the division 
because Carolina gained a point and Florida beat Columbus. 

“Got to do it again (Tuesday) night,” Cooper said. 
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Lightning focus on correcting faceoff struggles 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Earlier today 

 

TAMPA — Winning faceoffs might be one of the most underrated 
aspects to the game, but it’s a key component to puck possession and 
dictating play in the offensive zone. 

It’s something the Lightning haven’t been good at this season. And with 
their top faceoff man, center Steven Stamkos, sidelined until at least May 
5, it’s something they need to improve. 

“There’s no doubt it’s a concern, and our centers, they’ve got to dig in,” 
coach Jon Cooper said. “And not every faceoff is won completely clean. 
It’s on our wingers as well. A little bit of our faceoff intensity has got to 
pick up. But there’s no question that with Stammer out, that puts a little 
void and especially on the right side for us.” 
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The Lightning rank 19th in faceoff percentage (49.5). Over the past four 
games, they won just 42.9 percent of their faceoffs, and were at 47.8 
percent in Monday’s 3-2 overtime win over Carolina. 

Cooper said the team needs better pursuit of the puck off the faceoffs. It 
was clear the Lightning were trying to do that Monday against Carolina, 
which ranks second in the league with a 54.1 percentage. 

Wings jockeyed for position from the outset. Lightning forward Blake 
Coleman and Carolina forward Nino Niederreiter were sent to the box for 
getting too physical 3:26 into the game. 

And in the second period, when Carolina’s Jordan Martinook tried to put 
his stick in Alex Killorn’s midsection while lining up for a faceoff, Killorn 
held it there, frustrating Martinook when he couldn’t get it loose to chase 
the puck, prompting some shoving. 

“We’ve started to take this mentality that faceoffs are a five-man job,” 
Cooper said. “It’s just not on the center. The center loses it clean and it’s 
snapped right back, well, that’s one thing. But a lot of these faceoffs that 
are 50/50s, 60/40s, those are ours. They’ve got to be ours.” 

Hockey Fights Cancer night Tuesday 

As part of the Lightning’s annual Hockey Fights Cancer night Tuesday, 
special lavender warmup jerseys, lavender-taped warmup sticks and 
mystery pucks will be auctioned off, starting at 10 a.m. at 
www.boltshfc.givesmart.com. 

Before the game — in the 15-minute circle on Channelside Drive — 
Moffitt Cancer Center and the Lightning will be collecting donations (new 
and packaged blankets, socks, beanies and hats). Donations can also be 
made online by visiting www.tampabaysports.com/moffitt. 

Quick shots 

With Monday’s win, the Lightning improved to 22-0-0 when leading after 
two periods. ... Tampa Bay is 3-0 at home against Carolina, outscoring 
the Hurricanes 9-3 in those games. They are 12-1-0 in their past 13 
home meetings with Carolina. ... The Lightning are 6-1-0 in the first half 
of back-to-back sets. They are 4-2 in the second half. ... Yanni Gourde’s 
overtime goal was the fifth of his career, ranking sixth on the Lightning’s 
all-time list. 
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Why Lightning coach Jon Cooper is backing — not benching — Tyler 
Johnson 

 

By Joe Smith Apr 19, 2021  

 

Jon Cooper sat back in a black leather chair in his Amalie Arena office a 
couple of years ago — back when we could be in the same room with 
each other — and was talking with me about his coaching philosophies. 

How he’s evolved. What he’s learned. 

The topic became how you earn respect and build trust with players, 
something he’s had to consistently work on since he didn’t have much of 
a playing career, much less an NHL one. For a coach who believes in 
culture over strategy, managing people might be his biggest strength. 

“You’ve got to be honest with players. You can’t bullshit them,” Cooper 
said. “You have to show them you care. You have to believe in them. I 
think when you do that, in turn, you get a player that is willing to work. 
Part of your job as a coach is to be a teacher, be a manager, to be a 
parent and to inspire. You have to inspire them in a way to get the most 

out of them. That may be challenging, but you need them to feel like 
you’ve got their back in situations.” 

I thought about that conversation Monday when Cooper showed he had 
Tyler Johnson’s back. And it paid off with Johnson coming through with a 
slick assist in the Lightning’s first goal in a 3-2 overtime victory over 
Carolina. 

Johnson has been Lightning fans’ favorite punching bag recently, and 
he’d be the first to say he’s going through a challenging stretch. He 
entered Monday’s game in a 13-game goal drought, with just seven on 
the season. He had a rough game Saturday, with his turnover and 
missed check leading to a back-breaking goal in the final seconds of the 
first period. “He knows better,” Cooper would say. 

Fans wondered when Cooper would bench Johnson. 

Some of the even less forgiving suggested the Lightning send him early 
to Seattle for the expansion draft. 

What did Cooper do? The league’s longest-tenured coach pulled 
Johnson aside Monday morning and had a conversation. The two have a 
unique relationship that dates back over a decade. They’ve won two 
championships together, a Calder Cup in 2012 with AHL Norfolk and, of 
course, the Stanley Cup in September. Johnson’s heroics in the 
Lightning’s comeback over the Red Wings in the 2015 playoffs likely had 
a far-reaching impact on the team’s core. When you win together, it 
bonds you forever, as general manager Julien BriseBois says. And it 
certainly earns you your share of rope. 

After Johnson made the late-period turnover Saturday, then got beat to 
the rebound by Jonathan Huberdeau, Cooper didn’t bench him. He put 
Johnson on the second line with Alex Killorn and Anthony Cirelli. Some 
wondered about meritocracy and accountability.  

But when I asked Cooper on Monday how he can get the most out of 
Johnson, he explained his thinking — and his message to the former All-
Star center in their chat. 

Tyler Johnson (Christopher Hanewinckel / USA Today) 

“I trust him as a player,” Cooper said. “He’s had many, many, many more 
ups than downs. And when you go through this, you’ve just got to stand 
with your player and try to have him work his way out of it. And part of 
that is, let’s work on your five-on-five game and we’ll take steps from 
there, try to put the kid in positions to succeed. He’s a consummate pro, 
and I’m sure he’s going to work his way out of this.” 

Listen, this isn’t a column where I rave about how Johnson is having a 
great season. 

It’s just offering some perspective on how Johnson hasn’t been as bad as 
some fans think. 

There have been some frustrating and maddening mistakes that gain a 
lot of attention and should be criticized. There was Johnson’s errant flip 
pass up the middle that led to a turnover and goal in the final seconds of 
the period in a loss in Dallas on March 25. 

“Egregious,” Cooper said that night. “That can’t happen.” 

Five nights later, Johnson failed to cut off Columbus forward Alexander 
Texier, who was on a rush just inside the Lightning blue line. Texier split 
Johnson and defenseman Andreas Borgman, turning a three-on-three 
play into a three-on-one rush. It looked like Johnson was coasting. 

“It was a messed-up play,” Johnson explained the next day. 

The Johnson turnover at his own blue line late in the first period Saturday 
eventually led to a Huberdeau goal that made it 3-1 in a 5-3 Panthers 
win. Johnson raced back in the zone, the Panthers maintained 
possession, and Andrei Vasilevskiy kicked out a rebound to the right 
circle — right to Huberdeau. Johnson thought he was there but couldn’t 
wrap up Huberdeau’s stick. When Huberdeau scored with 7.8 seconds 
left, Johnson went behind the net and slammed his stick against the 
boards in frustration. 
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What might surprise you is that while there have been some bad plays, 
Johnson has actually been pretty good defensively this season if you 
look beneath the surface. This chart, from HockeyViz, shows Johnson’s 
isolated five-on-five impact, where while his offensive contributions are 
down, his defensive metrics are the best in his career. He went from 5.3 
percent weaker than league average last season to just 1.2 percent. Now 
that is not going to win you any Selke Trophies — on these visuals, the 
best defensive impacts are below zero or are in the negatives — but 
they’re good compared with the rest of his career. 

Johnson’s Corsi share is 53 percent, his highest since the 2014-15 
season (53.8 percent), when he was the team’s No. 1 center and playoff 
hero en route to the Stanley Cup Final. His 54.1 percent faceoff 
percentage is a career high, behind only top faceoff man Steven 
Stamkos (57.2 percent). 

Then there’s his usage. Johnson’s ice time has dropped to the lowest in 
his career (13:52), five minutes off his high in 2016-17 (18:49). He’s been 
dropped to the fourth line more than a few occasions. You still have to 
earn your ice time. 

(Via HockeyViz) 

Cooper has done pretty much everything to try to get Johnson going 
offensively, from putting him on the top line with Ondrej Palat and 
Brayden Point to, more recently, with Cirelli and Killorn. The most 
productive part of Johnson’s season was the stretch in which he was put 
back in his natural center position between Barclay Goodrow and Blake 
Coleman, two identity-type forwards who bring up any linemate’s 
competition level. 

Johnson is a better player when he’s at center, where he feels it opens 
up his skating. He just hasn’t been there consistently, not with Point, 
Cirelli, Yanni Gourde all ahead of him on the depth chart at that spot. 
Johnson’s seven goals (and 19 points) in 44 games are definitely 
disappointing, not what many hoped for in what was expected to be a 
resurgent season. (To be fair, he’s not the only forward struggling 
offensively, as Cirelli has zero goals in his past 15 games, Palat has zero 
in his past 12, Blake Coleman has one in his past 11). But Johnson had a 
huge opportunity with Nikita Kucherov out the entire season after hip 
surgery. There was ice time, and power-play opportunities, to be had. 

(Via HockeyViz) 

Fans aren’t going to feel sorry for a player with a $5 million cap hit the 
next three seasons. Johnson’s got a home in Davis Islands, another on 
the water in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. His parents have a place in the 
Tampa area, attending many home games. Johnson loves it here, calls 
his teammates his “family.” 

That’s why it had to hurt this offseason to get put through waivers. The 
Lightning were in a significant cap crunch and needed to move players, 
and were up front with guys like Johnson at the beginning of the 
offseason. BriseBois contacted Johnson in the weeks after the Stanley 
Cup to approach him about his no-trade clause. 

“It’s not personal,” BriseBois told him. 

BriseBois said Johnson handled a difficult situation as well as he could 
have. Johnson gave Tampa Bay a list of eight or nine teams he’d be 
open to being traded to, and while there were three teams with interest 
before the playoffs, they didn’t have cap space by the fall. I have no idea 
how much that saga weighed on Johnson, as other than a few video 
calls, we haven’t had a chance to sit down with him. (We requested 
Johnson on Monday morning, but he wasn’t available). 

Johnson likely won’t be back with the Lightning next season, whether he 
ends up with the expansion Seattle Kraken or another team via trade. 
Both he and the Lightning are trying to make the most of it. Johnson is 
still going to have to fight for his lineup spot, especially with rookie 
sensation Ross Colton already surpassing him in goals (eight) and 
Mathieu Joseph delivering a bounce-back season (11 goals). Johnson’s 
1.81 points per 60 minutes are the lowest in his career (he was at 3.25 in 
2014-15). 

When Stamkos and Kucherov return, there will be a more difficult 
decision for the coaching staff. Johnson has a chance to make his mark 
in the final 11 games, and Monday was a good start. 

In a showdown with another top Central Division team, Johnson helped 
get the Lightning on the board. The puck came to him along the right 
boards. Johnson, using his experience, took a quick peek back before 
getting to the wall and spotted a streaking Killorn, whom he found with a 
slick pass. 

“We expect that out of Johnny,” Cooper said. “Players go through ups 
and downs. He’s got to work through it.” 

It was a sign of the skill and ability Johnson still has. No, he hasn’t been 
like his 2015 “Triplets” version for a long time. Back then, Johnson was 
among the fastest in the league. Now, Johnson has admitted, he doesn’t 
have that edge. 

“It’s a really big difference from when I was first in the league to now,” 
Johnson said. “Now everyone can skate. There used to be a lot of guys 
in the league that, quite frankly, had a lot of skill but couldn’t really skate. 
Now those guys are out of the league or maybe not on the better teams. 
Because you definitely need that speed, that skating. It opens everything 
up for you.” 

Cooper likely believes there will be a time in the playoffs when they’ll 
need Johnson to come through. Confidence can be fickle and fleeting. It 
can also mean the world to a player. 

That’s where Cooper’s conversation on Monday comes into play. Fans 
wondered why Cooper hasn’t benched Johnson like he did Kucherov for 
a period and overtime in one game early in the 2019-20 season. Those 
are different players with different personalities (and Kucherov’s 
benching seemed to have a bigger picture in mind). 

You can’t treat every player the same, as Cooper told me a couple of 
years ago. 

“Part of the job is to find what buttons to push, what makes players tick,” 
Cooper said. “Some guys you need to bring into the office and you put an 
arm around them. Some players, they need a kick in the rear. And there’s 
everything in between.” 

Game details 

• Killorn stole the show in Monday’s game, delivering the hit of the game 
— an open-ice takedown of Martin Necas — and then handled 
defenseman Jake Gardiner in an ensuing fight. 

The veteran wing, who wore a wrestling-style championship belt in the 
Cup boat parade, doesn’t get in many fights (five in the NHL). But this 
one helped Killorn earn the first Gordie Howe Hat Trick (goal, assist, 
fight) of his career. 

The team, not surprisingly, gave Killorn the game puck. 

“I haven’t had a ton of fights in the NHL,” Killorn said. “You always hope 
when you do, you get a goal and an assist. And to get it on the game-
winning goal in OT, it’s really special.” 

After the fight, the 4,000 fans in attendance rose to their feet, and Killorn 
got them more fired up by waving his arms. The bench went nuts, too. As 
for the hit on Necas, Killorn explained that they noticed on pre-scout how 
much speed Necas picks up on the power play. 

“He kind of runs into me, that’s how fast he’s coming,” Killorn said. “I was 
worried he was going to knock me over.” 

• Yanni Gourde fittingly got the winning goal, scoring in typical fashion by 
going to the net and pouncing on a rebound. His line with Barclay 
Goodrow and Blake Coleman was the team’s best all night with a 73.91 
Corsi Share, outshooting Carolina 10-3 when they were on the ice. It was 
reminiscent of their playoff performance together. 

• This might have been one of the Lightning’s best games in a month. 
They had been scuffling lately but got back to the kind of style they need 
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to play to beat teams like Carolina, which is one of the most aggressive 
forechecking teams in the league. Tampa Bay had many more scoring 
chances (27-18), high-danger ones 13-6, with the expected goals 2.22-
1.39, via NaturalStatTrick. 

“Definitely a step in the right direction,” Gourde said. “We forechecked a 
lot. We got back to our identity on the forecheck, and we grinded it out in 
the O-zone. That’s when we’re at our best, when we get a lot of O-zone 
time. It wears them down.” 

The Lightning still trail Carolina by a point in the Central (the Hurricanes 
have a game in hand) and are also a point behind Florida, which has 
played one more game. So Tampa Bay wasn’t in celebration mode 
Monday, with another game against Carolina on tap Tuesday. 

“Gotta do it again tomorrow night,” Cooper said. 

• New defenseman David Savard led all Lightning defensemen with 
23:39 TOI and three shots on goal. Might have been his best game with 
Tampa Bay since the trade. The top five Lightning D-men each played 
over 20 minutes, with Luke Schenn playing 9:30. 

• Brayden Point was terrific with a goal, six shots on goal and his 300th 
career point. He now has a team-high 19 goals on the season. 
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Panthers beat lowly Columbus to move into first place. Now they turn to 
Spencer Knight 

 

BY DAVID WILSON 

APRIL 19, 2021 11:23 AM,  

 

The Florida Panthers left their two-game series in Tampa last week 
feeling as confident as they have all season. They took three points from 
their archrival on the road and found an added boost in a slew of new 
additions. They stared down a four-game homestand with a chance to 
make a push for the top of the Central Division, especially with a pair of 
games against the Carolina Hurricanes coming later in the week. 

Sandwiched between those two showdowns against the Central’s other 
top contenders, though, was two games against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. While the Lightning and Hurricanes battled in Tampa, Florida 
hosted the lowly Blue Jackets for a pair of games in Sunrise. It was an 
opportunity to gain ground in the division and the Panthers didn’t waste 
their first chance, beating Columbus, 4-2, on Monday in South Florida. 

“Sometimes it’s not easy to play those games when the opponent has 
nothing to lose, but I thought the guys were strong,” goaltender Sergei 
Bobrovsky said. “It was a good game, a good two points and we keep 
fighting for the first spot in our division.” 

The Panthers (29-12-5) jumped out to a two-goal lead in the second 
period and never trailed to win their second straight game and improve 
their record to 9-3-1 in their last 13 games. The win vaulted Florida into a 
tie for first place in the division as Tampa Bay beat Carolina, 3-2, in 
overtime at Amalie Arena. With the one point for the overtime loss, the 
Hurricanes are now tied with the Panthers, although they’ve played two 
fewer games than Florida. The Lightning sits one point back and has 
played one fewer game than the Panthers. 

Florida will close out a back-to-back against the Blue Jackets (15-23-9) 
on Tuesday at 7 p.m. in Broward County, while Tampa Bay and Carolina 
finish off their back-to-back at the same time on the other side of the 
state. It’s another chance for the Panthers to gain ground, as they still 
trail the Hurricanes and Lightning in points percentage. 

“It doesn’t matter who we’re playing. We’ve got to play the right way 
every night, especially late in the season like this,” winger Anthony 
Duclair said. “Every point counts and our division’s so tight right now that 
you can’t let any points slip by.” 

Florida, however, will take a risk Tuesday. Goaltender Spencer Knight, 
the No. 13 overall pick in the 2019 NHL Entry Draft, could make his debut 
and coach Joel Quenneville said there’s “a good chance” the rookie will 
get the start in net, even with the Panthers in the thick of their tight 
division race. 

If Florida was intent on getting a look at Knight this season, Tuesday is 
probably the best chance to get him into a game. Columbus is one of the 
worst teams in the league and then the Panthers finish with nine games 
against playoff hopefuls. 

Even Monday, Florida led by multiple goals for much of the game despite 
playing far from its best game. The Panthers were already without star 
forward Carter Verhaeghe, who’s out week-to-week with an upper-body 
injury, and played without defenseman MacKenzie Weegar for the first 
time all season, too. Weegar is day-to-day with an upper-body injury, so 
Florida moved Anton Stralman up to the top pairing to play next to fellow 
defenseman Gustav Forsling. 

The Panthers’ defense struggled at first and gave up 12 shots on goal in 
the first 10 minutes, but eventually stabilized when winger Frank Vatrano 
gave Florida a 1-0 cushion on a goal with 8:20 left in the first period. 

By the second period, the Panthers were in control, piling up 19 shots in 
the period and scoring two goals. 

Sam Bennett, playing in just his second game for Florida after a trade-
deadline deal with the Calgary Flames, ignited his new team once again. 

On Saturday, the versatile forward handed out two assists in his first 
period as a Panther and Florida sprung an upset in Tampa to vault past 
Tampa Bay in the standings. In his first home game, Bennett scored less 
than a minute into the second period to give the Panthers a 2-0 lead with 
19:01 left in the period. 

After scoring just 12 points in 38 games with the Flames this season, 
Bennett already has three in his first two games with Florida. 

His work wasn’t done. With 7:33 left in the second period, Bennett 
watched Gavin Bayreuther level a high hit against Duclair and jumped at 
his teammate’s defense. He scrapped with the Blue Jackets 
defenseman, landing a punch and dragging him down to the ice. When 
he rose and skated back to the bench, the 4,041 at the BB&T Center 
rose to their feet to cheer on Bennett after he picked up a two-minute 
penalty for instigating, a five-minute penalty for fighting and a 10-minute 
misconduct penalty. Florida gave up its first goal of the game 55 seconds 
later, but defenseman Radko Gudas answered with a one-timer 41 
seconds later to push the lead back to 3-1. 

Duclair assisted on both second-period goals and now has seven points 
in his last six games. 

The Panthers piled up 19 shots in the period and rode their two-goal 
edge to the finish line. Columbus cut the lead to 3-2 with 11:59 to go, but 
Bobrovsky closed with six straight saves to finish with 34 saves on 36 
shots before Vatrano finally iced the win on an empty-net goal with 1:22 
left to improve Florida’s postseason positioning. 

“I love playoff hockey,” Bennett told Bally Sports Florida. “That’s my 
favorite time of the year and I think we’re going to do some damage, for 
sure.” 
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Frank Vatrano scores twice as Panthers beat Blue Jackets 
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By RICK MENNING 

ASSOCIATED PRESS | 

APR 19, 2021 AT 10:25 PM 

 

SUNRISE — Frank Vatrano scored two goals, Anthony Duclair had a pair 
of assists and the Florida Panthers defeated the Columbus Blue Jackets 
4-2 on Monday night. 

Sam Bennett and Radko Gudas also scored for the Panthers, who have 
won five straight games against the Blue Jackets and gone 6-0-1 in their 
last seven meetings. 

Vatrano’s second goal was an empty-netter at 18:38 of the third after he 
was stopped on a penalty shot earlier in the period. 

Florida netminder Sergei Bobrovsky made 34 saves. Elvis Merzlikins 
turned back 35 shots for the Blue Jackets. 

Oliver Bjorkstrand got his team-leading 15th goal and Zac Dalpe also 
scored for Columbus, which has lost three straight. 

Vatrano had the only goal in the first period, beating Merzlikins top shelf 
for his 16th of the season at the 11:40 mark. 

Uncontested in the low slot, Vatrano converted the unassisted one-timer 
after the puck caromed off Columbus defenseman Seth Jones’ skate. It 
was Vatrano’s seventh goal in his last 10 games. 

Just 59 seconds into the second period, Bennett made it 2-0 with his first 
goal for Florida on a wrister past Merzlikins off a return pass from 
Jonathan Huberdeau. 

Bennett has three points in two games since being acquired from the 
Calgary Flames at the trade deadline. 

Duclair’s pair of helpers extended his point streak to four games (two 
goals, three assists) since returning to the lineup last Tuesday after 
missing six games due to injury. 

Only 41 seconds after Bjorkstrand cut the deficit to 2-1 at 13:22 of the 
second, Gudas upped the advantage to 3-1 with a drive from the high 
slot. 

Columbus made it 3-2 when Dalpe tipped the puck past a sprawled out 
Bobrovsky with traffic in front eight minutes into the third period. It was 
Dalpe’s second goal this season. 

Vatrano was awarded a penalty shot in the third period, but Merzlikins 
made a pad save. 

D-MAN DOWN 

The Panthers are without another defenseman after MacKenzie Weegar 
was scratched from Monday’s first of back-to-back games against 
Columbus with an upper-body injury. Weegar, who is listed as day-to-
day, was not on the ice for Florida’s morning skate. 

Florida forward Carter Verhaeghe, meanwhile, skated with the taxi 
squad. Noel Acciari, who is day to day with an upper-body injury, missed 
his second straight game. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Panthers rookie goalie Spencer Knight was recalled to the active roster 
and made his first appearance in pregame warmups after being chosen 
to back up Bobrovsky on Monday. Florida’s 2019 first-round draft pick out 
of Boston College was celebrating his 21st birthday. 

SCORING SPREE 

Vatrano has six goals and eight points over his last 10 games. He scored 
two game-winning goals on Florida’s recent six-game road trip. 

ATTENDANCE 

There were 4,041 fans at the BB&T Center, which for the first time 
opened much of the lower bowl previously covered with tarps. 

UP NEXT 

The teams wrap up their two-game series in Sunrise on Tuesday night. 

Rick Menning is a writer for The Associated Press. 
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Happy Birthday! Spencer Knight to make NHL debut with Panthers on 
Tuesday 

 

Published 7 hours ago on April 19, 2021By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers will get a glimpse of their future in goal Tuesday 
night when Spencer Knight makes his NHL debut against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets. 

Knight was activated by the team to the main roster a few times since he 
joined the team late last month. 

But when the Panthers had him dressed and backing up Sergei 
Bobrovsky on Monday night, speculation he would get into his first NHL 
game rose. 

Coach Joel Quenneville figured as much. 
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Nothing fancy but Panthers ease way to another win against Columbus 

 

Published 8 hours ago on April 19, 2021By George Richards  

 

Before Monday night’s game between the Panthers and his Columbus 
Blue Jackets, defenseman Seth Jones said no matter how bad things 
were going, they were not going to stop giving their complete effort. 

If they did not already know, Jones and his teammates are finding out 
sometimes effort has nothing to do with the end result. 

Columbus played better than the Panthers Monday, at least early on, yet 
talent won out on this night. 

The Panthers have a lot more than the depleted Blue Jackets and it 
showed in Florida’s 4-2 win at BB&T Center. 

Florida did not do anything fancy but simply had too much for a team 
struggling as Columbus is right now. 

It was plenty enough. 

Get FHN+ today! 

And, with Tampa Bay beating Carolina in OT, Florida and the Hurricanes 
are tied atop the Central Division with 62 points each. 

”Every game from here on out has a playoff mentality and we all know 
that,” said Anthony Duclair, who had two assists on Monday. 

“For us, it doesn’t matter who we play we just want to keep going.” 
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Trap series? Panthers gunning for first as Blue Jackets come to town 

 

Published 15 hours ago on April 19, 2021By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers appear to be getting a breather as the struggling 
Columbus Blue Jackets come to Sunrise for a two-game series Monday 
and Tuesday nights. 

We are constantly told there are no easy games in the NHL, but if there 
were, right now the Blue Jackets probably qualify. 

Columbus comes to South Florida not only with losses in five consecutive 
games but eight of nine. 

And 12 of the past 14. 

While the Panthers are keeping their eyes on Carolina and Tampa Bay 
as they try to win the Central Division crown, the Blue Jackets are merely 
trying to stave off the Detroit Red Wings and not finish in last place. 
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While Stars’ stretch vs. Red Wings is an opportunity to pile up points, 
their shootout win shows it’s going to be a grind 

 

By Tim Cowlishaw 

10:12 PM on Apr 19, 2021 CDT 

 

For most of this strange season, the Stars have crossed their fingers for 
the arrival of three saving graces down the stretch. One of them (the 
return of goaltender Ben Bishop) isn’t happening, and another (the return 
of last year’s leading scorer Tyler Seguin) might take place before the 
end of the month. 

But there was never any doubt about the third. Since the schedule was 
released, the Stars knew they would be spending a week with the Red 
Wings (games here Monday night and Tuesday, games in Detroit 
Thursday and Saturday), a crazy quirk of the league’s efforts to minimize 
COVID risk and travel. 

As one might expect, victory didn’t come easily for the Stars, nor did it 
come quickly. But when Denis Gurianov, the fifth Dallas skater of the 
shootout, lifted the puck past Thomas Greiss and Detroit’s Filip Hronek 
misfired at the other end, Dallas had a 3-2 victory and the two points the 
club sorely needed in the quest for fourth place. 

Winning late has been a rarity for Dallas. The Stars took a 2-12 overtime 
record (including 1-6 in shootouts) into Monday’s game, so there were no 
guarantees. It was entirely possible that Dallas’ 36-22 advantage in shots 
on goal was about to be wasted in a skills competition. 

Instead, rookie Jason Robertson, who also had a goal in regulation, 
scored first and Gurianov, last year’s rookie star who has had his 
struggles this season, scored last and Dallas had its win. 

“I would have preferred to win in regulation,” Coach Rick Bowness said. 
“We had some great chances in the third period, but that’s hockey. It was 
good to finally win in a shootout. We’ve lost far too many, as we all 
know.’' 

One year after reaching the Stanley Cup Final against Tampa Bay, it has 
been a season-long scuffle for the Stars to remain in the playoff hunt. We 
have known for weeks now that Carolina, Tampa Bay and Florida would 
claim the top three seeds in the Central Division, and it has simply been 
a matter of whether Chicago or Nashville was the hot team that Dallas 
had to catch to grab the final playoff spot. 

With the Predators beating the Blackhawks on Monday, the Stars remain 
three points behind Nashville for fourth, but Dallas has three games in 
hand. Thus, the importance of piling up major points this week against 
the lowly competition. 

You have to understand it’s still difficult for some of us to fathom a long 
stretch of games against the Red Wings as a good thing. It’s like saying, 
“Good news, you get to play the Patriots for a month” or, perhaps more 
fitting, “Lucky you, you’ve got the Lakers all week.” 

The first NHL games I covered for The News a quarter-century ago were 
Red Wings’ Stanley Cup Final losses to New Jersey in the summer of 
’95. Of the six Stanley Cup Finals I attended in that era, the Red Wings 
appeared in three and swept two of them. Beyond that, the club was still 
beating Pittsburgh for the Cup in ’08 and losing to the Penguins in the 
Final in ’09. 

But the fact is that Detroit is a bad team, worst in the Stars’ Central 
Division. And with 12 games to go and their next three of them against 
the Red Wings, the Stars must load up on points with all the final difficult 
road challenges that await. 

After Roope Hintz gave Dallas the 1-0 lead on a first period power-play 
goal, Detroit tied it 2-2 in the second period and no one scored in the 
third. By the time the teams had exhausted their five minutes of 3-on-3 
efforts, the crowd of 4,812 had reason to fear the worst. The Stars have 
labored all season to find ways to win shootouts. 

Having accomplished that, they are right back at it Tuesday and then 
need to continue the climb in Detroit. The bad news for Dallas isn’t just 
that the last seven games are on the road or that six of its final nine 
games are against the elite trio of Tampa Bay, Carolina and Florida. 

It’s that those three teams have been unable to separate themselves 
from each other. Even when the Stars go play the defending Cup 
champs May 5-7 at Tampa Bay, the Lightning is almost sure to still be 
battling for that top spot in the division. 

Those games will present huge hurdles. The lowly Red Wings presented 
enough of their own to make Dallas work overtime Monday, and now the 
Stars get to do it all over again if they hope to gain relevance as the 
season winds down. 

“We’re gonna have three [more] games that look exactly like that,’' 
forward Andrew Cogliano said. 

They need them. 
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‘He’s a special player’: Underrated Joe Pavelski producing, leading Stars 

 

By Saad Yousuf Apr 19, 2021 

 

Joe Pavelski was just 22 years old when he began his NHL career in 
2006. The young seventh-round pick of the San Jose Sharks joined a 
team that would be led in scoring that season by a couple of 27-year-
olds, captain Patrick Marleau and “Jumbo” Joe Thornton. 

Fifteen years later, the three of them are all over the map. Thornton is 
chasing a championship north of the border with the Maple Leafs. 
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Marleau passed Gordie Howe and set the record on Monday for most 
games played in the NHL when he took the ice against the Vegas Golden 
Knights, a franchise that was two decades away from existence when 
Marleau began his NHL career. 

Pavelski, the youngster of the group, is having one of the most 
underrated campaigns in the NHL this year. At 36 years old, Pavelski is 
essentially a point-per-game player, racking up 41 points in 44 games, 
putting him on a 77-point pace in an 82-game season. 

“Joe just knows what to do in situations,” Stars forward Andrew Cogliano 
said after the Stars’ 3-2 shootout win over the Red Wings. “You don’t see 
a lot of what he does behind the scenes but he takes care of himself and 
he’s just a pure professional, in and out. That’s why he’s always having 
success. Players like him, they don’t have success by accident. A lot of 
work goes into it. 

“And he’s a gamer. That’s one thing I’ve figured out with Pavs. He’s a 
guy you want in big games and a guy you want in big moments. He’s a 
special player.” 

Flying under the radar on a national scale while playing hockey in Dallas 
isn’t anything new, but there’s an argument to be made that Pavelski is 
even flying under the radar in Stars circles. It’s understandable. He’s the 
old guard who has done all of this before, to the point where his 
production is almost an expectation, even though he had a bit of a down 
year statistically last season before exploding in the playoffs. He’s also a 
staple on a line that has two of the most exciting players in the 
organization in Roope Hintz, who is the team’s best forward, and Jason 
Robertson, who is making a serious push for the Calder Trophy. But 
those players on his line recognize what Pavelski has meant to the team, 
and to them, this season. 

“I always try to look for him. I know he is a shooter and I know he’s 
scored a lot of goals in this league, so I respect that and I kind of want to 
get the puck to him,” Robertson said. “At the same time, he sees the ice 
really well so whenever you give him the puck, you try to get open as well 
because he always has his head up and is ready to make plays. He is a 
very skilled player, and he is a great linemate.” 

The points are the flashy parts of Pavelski’s season. He leads the team 
with 18 goals, but his goals don’t seem to get much attention. Perhaps 
it’s because while he’s capable of scoring highlight-reel goals, as he did 
in twirling fashion on Saturday, many of his goals come from tipping 
shots. They might not make the rounds on social media, but they require 
an incredible amount of skill and practice, which Pavelski has perfected. 
His 23 assists are second on the team to John Klingberg’s 24, and 
Pavelski has won 296 faceoffs this season, second-most on the Stars. 
His 11 power-play goals lead the NHL. 

“Preparation obviously is part of it,” Pavelski said. “Understanding what 
you’re trying to do every night. I think the guys I’ve been playing with 
have been really good, too. You leave some nights thinking you had a 
really good night and you were on top of your game and you watch some 
of the footage and the film and you understand how good the guys next 
to you were. There’s a big part of it that goes to the teammates, but it’s 
just being ready. 

“The preparation is getting ready for games but also the recovery, 
especially this year. Just playing so many games and being mentally 
prepared because there are a lot of days we’re not practicing. You get 
your body ready, your mind fresh and engage when you get out there.” 

To completely appreciate Pavelski this season, one has to look beyond 
the scoresheet. Before the season began, Pavelski was named an 
alternate captain in place of the injured Tyler Seguin. Stars head coach 
Rick Bowness called it an easy decision, and it’s proven to be a no-
brainer. Aside from his chemistry with captain Jamie Benn, Pavelski has 
been a leader for the young players. In Seguin’s absence, he was asked 
to play center and he did that effectively, especially as the Stars kept 
getting hit down the middle. Then, when Bowness made the decision to 
assemble his top offensive playmakers on the top line, Pavelski 

seamlessly transitioned to right wing and continued to produce with a 
couple of players who are a decade and a half younger than him. 

Pavelski makes his money in the dirty areas where things get physical 
yet he’s one of five Stars players to play in every game this season. The 
durability and effectiveness are things he shares with Thornton and 
Marleau. Thornton ranks No. 6 all- ime in NHL games played with 1,669 
while Marleau soared atop that list with his 1,768th game. 

Bowness pointed out that Pavelski and Marleau are different players, but 
there is a common thread he sees between the two former teammates. 

“It just comes back to just a true love of the game and a passion for the 
game,” Bowness said. “I think Joe has that. … The one thing that you 
can compare is their passion for the game. They love playing. The skills 
around the net, they work at it. Those things don’t just come naturally. 
The common denominator for both of them would probably be the 
passion.” 

Observations 

• There was a lot of praise for Marleau’s incredible feat of passing Howe 
in the record books. Pavelski addressed it after morning skate on 
Monday. 

“Just incredible,” Pavelski said. “When you think about it, you never start 
your career out and say this is a record you want to break. What a credit 
to him, showing up every day and playing. A little luck goes into it but a 
lot of love for the game, teammates and everything that goes into it. It’s 
amazing. It’s hard to even put into words. I think you understand, as a 
player, how hard it can be to play an 82-game season and the grind that 
goes on and for him to do it as long as he has and as many times as he 
has, it’s awesome. I’m so happy for him.” 

After the game, before fielding questions from the media, Cogliano began 
his news conference by congratulating Marleau. Cogliano has a 
reputation as one of the all-time “iron men” in hockey for his consistency 
and durability throughout his career. 

“A feat that’s pretty (uncatchable) in terms of how crazy it is, really, that 
he’s first in games played,” Cogliano said. “Just a massive 
congratulations to him. Played against him for a long time. (He’s) a 
special player and special person, obviously, to do that. … Yeah, I think 
luck is definitely something that plays a big part of it but obviously how he 
skates has played a massive role in the amount of games he’s been able 
to play. His body is obviously in great shape. 

“I don’t know, really, how he did it, to be honest. I think it’s just a 
remarkable achievement. I haven’t really processed it yet but just 
incredible. He’s one of the best professionals, if not the best professional 
that’s ever played.” 

• The Stars’ shootout win over the Red Wings on Monday was both good 
and bad. It was good because Dallas finally exorcised its post-regulation 
demons. The Stars were 2-12 in games that went beyond regulation 
coming into the Monday night and had not won after the third period in a 
game that Alexander Radulov, who is out for the season, had played in. 

“Honestly, it’s a huge relief,” Robertson said. “I know that everyone in the 
locker room has been disappointed in the last few months about the 
points we have left on the table in the shootout. It’s a skills competition at 
the end of the day, but we are really glad and really happy that we finally 
got the win in the shootout.” 

The Stars being pushed to a shootout on the front end of a back-to-back 
set hurts the chances of Hintz being back in the lineup on Tuesday. But 
it’s really not about style points for the Stars. Getting those two points is 
all that matters. 

• The win was also important because the Chicago Blackhawks lost to 
the Nashville Predators, who maintained a three-point lead on Dallas, 
which has three games in hand. The Predators and Blackhawks play two 
more times this week. It’s in the Stars’ best interest for the Blackhawks to 
win both games in regulation. Dallas has two more head-to-heads left 
this season against Chicago so the Stars control their own fate. 
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Additionally, the Predators are a better team than the Blackhawks and a 
more serious threat to the final playoff spot so any Predators loss is good 
news for the Stars. 

Here is what the race for fourth in the Central looks like: 

• Hintz broke the Stars’ power-play slump by scoring in the first period. It 
was a pretty goal, with Hintz hesitating to get a clear look at the net 
before firing it home: 

• Robertson had the Stars’ other goal in regulation, which was a dirty one 
with strong play from the rookie at the net front. 

“I think it’s just using my frame to my advantage,” Robertson said. “I think 
it’s still a learning curve for me to use my strength and use my size in 
front of the net especially, and you could say I was a bit tentative in the 
first couple months of the season, so I am trying to get more used to 
getting into corners, using my body and protecting pucks and winning 
net-front battles.” 

Being better in the hard areas was a big point of emphasis for Robertson 
this past offseason as well. He’s up to 33 points now. He is squarely in 
the Calder conversation and growing his case. 

• The Stars won in a shootout that went five rounds deep. It started with 
Robertson making his shot and ended with Denis Gurianov making his 
while Anton Khudobin came up with the final save. 

Morning skate musings 

Seguin continues his return to the lineup. He participated in morning 
skate, getting shots off and working on faceoffs. 

Joel Kiviranta did some very light skating as he tries to come back from 
his lower-body injury as well. 

Personnel 

Jason Robertson — Roope Hintz — Joe Pavelski 

Jason Dickinson — Jamie Benn — Denis Gurianov 

Andrew Cogliano — Radek Faksa — Blake Comeau 

Tanner Kero — Justin Dowling — Rhett Gardner 

Esa Lindell — John Klingberg 

Jamie Oleksiak — Miro Heiskanen 

Andrej Sekera — Sami Vatanen 

Anton Khudobin 
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The Athletic / ‘I’m just playing. I keep playing’: Understated Patrick 
Marleau is breaking an unbreakable record 

 

By Scott Burnside Apr 19, 2021  

 

Patrick Marleau was preparing for another NHL road trip. 

The father of four boys was trying to navigate a little more chaos than 
normal, given the boys were learning remotely in various parts of the 
house. There were obligatory COVID-19 tests to attend to. But after 
playing in approximately 850 road games in his NHL career, plus another 
100 or so road playoff games, getting ready for trips has become a kind 
of muscle memory, done by rote. 

Except so little was routine about this particular trip. 

When Marleau left Thursday afternoon for games in Minnesota and Las 
Vegas, he was simply Patrick Marleau, NHL player from the hamlet of 
Aneroid, Sask. Nothing more. Nothing less. 

But anyone with even a passing connection to hockey understood that 
when Marleau returned, he would be something else. And while the soft-
spoken 41-year-old Marleau would never give voice to the transformation 
about to occur, it is undeniable – when Marleau returns from this trip he 
will have crossed the line between hockey flesh and blood to hockey 
immortal. 

On Monday evening, Marleau will step onto the ice at the T-Mobile Arena 
in Las Vegas and establish a new record for NHL games played at 1,768, 
surpassing the incomparable Gordie Howe, surpassing a record many 
believed would be unassailable. 

Don Nachbaur has been coaching for most of the last two decades in the 
WHL and is currently an associate coach of the Tri-City Americans. He 
was the head coach of the WHL Seattle Thunderbirds when they drafted 
Marleau, who was one of the top scorers in one of the top midget-aged 
leagues in Canada at the time. 

“He wasn’t a big guy. In fact, at that point, he was one of the smaller 
guys. But his skating was off the charts,” Nachbaur said. “The skating, 
the puck skills, the hockey sense, you don’t teach that stuff.” 

Early in Marleau’s rookie season in the WHL (1995-96), Nachbaur sat 
down with all his players to set goals for the coming season. Players 
filled out a form Nachbaur had prepared and then the coach and player 
went over it together. 

Marleau, who had just turned 16, filled out the questionnaire and slid it 
across to the coach. 

He had written 30 goals, 30 assists. 

As gently as he could, Nachbaur suggested that maybe Marleau should 
come up with a more modest, attainable set of goals, that those numbers 
were almost never achieved by rookies in the rough and tumble WHL. 

Marleau thought for a few moments. 

“Then he pushed the sheet back and he said, ‘No, that’s what I’m going 
to get.’” 

Marleau was a bit off on his projections. He scored 32 times and added 
42 assists. 

“No other rookie was even close to those numbers,” Nachbaur said. 
“That shows just how confident he was in his ability.” 

The next season, as a 17-year-old, he had 125 points and the team had 
to rearrange its structure to make room for its new No. 1 center. 

“He was a quiet person but he played a very loud game,” Nachbaur said. 
It’s a description that might have been used to describe Gordie Howe as 
well and, in fact, Nachbaur believes Marleau possesses many of the 
same traits. 

Veteran netminder Kelly Hrudey saw a lot of himself in a young Patrick 
Marleau. 

“What I remember most was that personally, he was a very shy person 
and that reminded me of myself when I went to New York,” said Hrudey, 
who spent two season with the Sharks at the end of his career. “I was a 
great listener and I would say the same about Pat.” 

The Hrudeys had a young family at the time and a small guest house on 
their property near San Jose. The netminder approached Sharks 
management about offering up the space to Marleau after the Sharks 
drafted Marleau with the No. 2 overall pick in 1997, one behind Joe 
Thornton who, of course, would become a longtime friend and teammate. 

“It turned out to be great. It was maybe one of the highlights of my last 
year in the National Hockey League,” Hrudey said. “He became such a 
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great part of our family that year. He was the older brother that the girls 
didn’t have. He just fit in effortlessly.” 

Hrudey was 37 at the time and Marleau turned 18 during training camp. 
Yet the fit was seamless. 

After home games, the two would drive home together and Hrudey’s 
wife, Donna, would make a late meal of sandwiches or warmed-up 
leftovers. 

“And we might sit up till 2 or 3 or 4 in the morning,” Hrudey said. “We just 
learned everything about each other.” 

That season, Marleau and Hrudey were up on Christmas Eve putting 
together a Barbie camper, complete with stickers and all the tiny pieces, 
to make it just so. And a basketball hoop outside. And there was a gift 
from Marleau to the entire family, a DVD player, under the tree as well. 

The Hrudeys weren’t charging Marleau any rent and he wanted to show 
his appreciation with an appropriate gift, one that included a DVD of a 
live Fleetwood Mac concert that he knew would be appreciated by Donna 
and Kelly. 

Christina Marleau had been working in the Sharks’ ticket office part-time 
while attending college. Sometimes players would stop by to pick up 
tickets and defenseman Bryan Marchment would occasionally mention 
that he felt Christina should meet a new teammate. He thought they 
would hit it off. 

“He kept telling me there’s this guy I want you to meet. At the same time, 
I have been noticing this guy that I thought was one of the ushers for the 
Sharks games,” Christina recalled. “He’d come in a couple of hours 
before the games with the other employees and he was very young 
looking and I assumed he was an usher and he was so cute.” 

At a team Christmas party, Marchment introduced Christina to the young 
man she thought was the cute usher. It was Marleau. They went on their 
first date a week later. 

Both Christina and Patrick are naturally quiet, so that’s perhaps part of 
the fit. 

“We’re both introverts,” she said. “But he was never super-quiet around 
me.” 

Instead, she saw what others saw only after having spent long periods 
with Marleau — the goofy side, the jokes. 

“He was very sweet right away,” Christina said. “Honestly, from the first 
date it was kind of, well, this is it.” 

That first night, out they went to see an animated Disney movie, “The 
Prince of Egypt.” They went for milkshakes at a 1950s-style diner. “We 
were too young to go get a drink,” Christina recalled. “We were just 
teenagers.” 

Christina’s dad was initially opposed to his daughter dating a pro hockey 
player. But, like his daughter, Christina’s dad became enamored of 
Marleau after a few visits. 

“He’s such a good, wholesome person down to his core. He’s the nicest 
human I’ve ever met,” Christina said. “He’s just kind. He’s just like his 
parents. They’re very kind people, too.” 

Christina figures that if there’s a poll among the four Marleau boys as to 
who is nicer, mom or dad, it’s no contest. 

“Dad’s way more patient,” Christina said with a laugh. “He’s the one that 
will sit and explain things. If something’s wrong or if someone has done 
something wrong, he has that innate ability to just calmly explain what 
they’re doing is not appropriate.” 

Whether it was a rite of passage or not, Christina vividly remembers 
visiting Aneroid for the first time. 

It was during the summer early in their relationship. 

“I grew up on a farm,” Christina said. “For me, I was expecting a red 
barn, white picket fence, the kind of stuff you see in storybooks.” 

Aneroid wasn’t quite like that. First, there was the three-and-a-half-hour 
drive from the airport. 

“And you’re driving and the scenery never changes and it’s just straight 
and empty,” she said. 

Then, you turn on a gravel road and drive for another hour. 

“And I’m thinking, what the hell?” she recalled, laughing. “And all of a 
sudden, I see this older barn and this little white house.” 

But what she saw more than anything was how very proud her husband 
was of his home and, more than that, how proud he was to be able to 
share it with Christina. 

“You could see there was so much pride in him saying that this was his 
home,” Christina said. “There is just so much humbleness to him. And it 
shows in everything that’s out there. It was a really great experience to 
go out there and so much about him made sense after being there.” 

Marco Sturm was drafted the year before Marleau – No. 21 overall in 
1996 – and stayed in Germany that season, so he and Marleau both 
were rookies wit the Sharks in 1997. 

The two were very much the outliers among a veteran group. 

“We were the young bucks,” Sturm said. “Those veterans really took care 
of us. We were very lucky to have a coach like Darryl Sutter to teach us 
the right way.” 

Not that that education didn’t involve some tough love from Sutter. 

“He pushed both of us,” Sturm recalled. 

The two young stars became close friends and were roommates for a 
number of years. 

“He’s a very quiet and polite kid,” Sturm said. “But he’s also very funny.” 

Marleau is quick with a line from a movie and always is up for dressing 
the part for special occasions like Halloween. 

“And he has good dancing moves as well. More when he had a few 
beers in him,” Sturm said with a laugh. “So that for me was always pretty 
funny.” 

As a roommate, Marleau was so quiet, so low maintenance, “it was 
almost like he wasn’t there sometimes — he was that easy,” Sturm said. 

“He was always good company for me,” he added. “And if I ever needed 
some help, he was always there and that’s what you want from a 
teammate and a friend.” 

Patrick and Landon Marleau at the 2009 All-Star Game in Montreal. 
(Courtesy Christina Marleau) 

Marleau played in three NHL All-Star Games, in 2004, 2007 and 2009, in 
Montreal. 

That year, Landon Marleau, two years old, was playing mini-sticks with 
his father outside a big ballroom set up by the NHLPA for players and 
their families. 

“There comes Gordie (Howe) around the corner and (he) just walked 
right up to me and grabbed my stick and started playing with Landon,” 
Marleau recalled during an interview on the “Two Man Advantage” 
podcast. 

Landon, of course, had no idea he was playing with Mr. Hockey. 

“I tell him the story now and he gets a big smile on his face,” Marleau 
said. 
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The moment, though, is indelible for Marleau. The two Saskatchewan 
NHLers chatted a bit. Christina said the encounter was “like Christmas 
times a million for (Patrick). He said that day he’d never forget it.” 

Even now, on the verge of passing Howe’s epic games-played record, 
there is a kind of awe at the connection Marleau shares with the iconic 
Howe. Marleau recalled playing in Detroit. 

“You always knew if he was in the building,” Marleau said. 

“You’d see him in the hallway. He’s a hockey god, legend. And (you’re 
thinking) maybe he’ll see you and say hi real quick,” Marleau said. “And 
always really genuine, nice guy and took the time to come and shake my 
hand or talk about Saskatchewan a little bit here and there. I always 
loved it when he grabbed your hands. He had these big old hands on 
him. I loved growing up listening to the stories, how he’d come back in 
the summer and throw hay bale … and I would be, hey, I did that growing 
up.” 

In the Howe household, there was never a shortage of topics up for 
discussion. Fishing, golf, family, kids, grandkids, relationships and 
hockey, of course. But the one thing that never came up in conversation 
was records. 

And certainly, there was never time spent opining on whether the myriad 
records Howe held at various points would ever be broken. 

Howe did not pursue records, but rather they came as a byproduct of the 
major underlying fact of his life: He loved to play. At 52, he would have 
kept playing if they’d let him, said his son Mark. 

Mark Howe never played against Marleau but watched him a lot as a 
longtime scout for the Red Wings. 

“His best assets have always been those powerful legs and he’s a 
powerful skater,” Howe said. And as the game has become less brutal 
over the years, Marleau has been able to maintain those assets in spite 
of the passage of time. 

But that’s not why Marleau is on the cusp of breaking a record Mark 
Howe admits he never thought he’d see broken. 

“I just know the only reason he’s breaking this record is because he loves 
what he’s doing and he has a passion for it,” Mark Howe said. 

In the past, before the salaries took off, players hung around as long as 
possible because it made financial sense to do so. 

“Now guys don’t have to play to make money,” Mark Howe said. “I’m sure 
Pat’s bank account is more than full enough. He’s not playing for the 
money. He’s playing for the love of what he does.” 

When Wayne Gretzky was about to pass Howe’s all-time points record in 
1989, Howe made sure he was there for the moment. Sad? Heck no. 
How was happy because, at the heart of it all, he was a hockey fan. And 
if Howe was alive today, he’d be pleased as punch to be in attendance 
when Marleau passed his all-time games played record in Vegas, Mark 
Howe predicted. 

“He’d be there,” Mark Howe said. “Especially for another Saskatchewan 
boy.” 

Marleau paused when told of Mark Howe’s comments. 

“That is very special to hear that,” Marleau said. “That is kind of how I 
feel. I’m just playing. I keep playing.” 

The summer after that All-Star event, Marleau had the captain’s “C” 
removed from his jersey in San Jose after a disappointing end to the 
2008-09 season. While he was invited to Team Canada’s Olympic 
orientation camp late in the summer of 2009, he was considered a 
longshot to make the star-studded team for the Vancouver Olympics in 
2010. Four years later, Marleau wasn’t even invited to the Team Canada 
orientation camp in advance of the Sochi Games. 

But the Canadian coaching staffs for both teams were adamant that 
Marleau be part of the final rosters and he has two gold medals to show 
for it, moments that still stand out as among the most important in his 
career. 

“We looked at Patrick as a guy that you need, players with zero 
maintenance and you need players who can manage the game properly, 
build good minutes, do the right stuff, prop up a line that’s struggling and 
play with conscience,” said longtime coach Ken Hitchcock, who was an 
assistant on both those Olympic coaching staffs. 

“He was zero maintenance. He was a trusted player in every aspect. You 
never worried for one second what you were getting. You knew he was 
going to do the right stuff, so the trust level from the whole coaching staff 
was there the whole time,” Hitchcock added. “Patty’s a guy that you just 
played. You never had to worry about coaching him.” 

In the end, maybe it’s not just the breaking of the record but the manner 
in which Marleau did it that has touched a nerve with so many who know 
him. 

Over the years, the stories about former teammates and coaches who 
make their way, usually to Canadian cities, to catch up with her husband 
have become common for Christina. 

“And we’ll be talking and he’ll say, ‘Oh, so and so from when I played 
pee-wee hockey is here,’” Christina said. “And he does, he remembers 
everyone and he genuinely loves to catch up with them. It goes back to 
his thorough love of the game and everything that comes with it. 
Everything. The schedule, the routine, he loves the game.” 

Alyn McCauley was part of a blockbuster deal at the 2003 trade deadline 
that saw San Jose star Owen Nolan traded to Toronto. McCauley went 
from a small role with the Leafs to playing on a line with Marleau and 
Vincent Damphousse. 

“Patrick was a very quiet, humble personality and you could certainly see 
right away the skill set and the skating ability and his composure with the 
puck,” said McCauley, a longtime scout since his retirement. “And it 
certainly felt like I didn’t fit on the line with those two guys.” 

A few years back, Marleau was approaching a milestone and McCauley, 
who hadn’t had contact in some time, reached out to congratulate 
Marleau. He wasn’t even sure he had the right email address. But within 
minutes, Marleau responded with a nice message to his old linemate. 

“That’s the kind of person I feel Patty is. He’s just a good Canadian boy,” 
McCauley said. “Everyone loves Patrick. And it’s easy to like him 
because as I said, he’s humble, quiet and obviously a very good player.” 

“I don’t care what era you pick, to last in the game and be relevant, 
productive (and) good enough to last that long is just remarkable. It’s just 
simply not unbelievable — it’s an exceptional feat. It just has to be 
commended.” 

Sturm last played in the NHL in 2011-12. He coached the German 
national team to an Olympic silver medal in South Korea in 2018 and is 
now an assistant coach with the Los Angeles Kings. 

“It doesn’t matter how long he’s been in the league, how much money 
he’s made. He’s still the same Patty I met 25 years ago,” Sturm said. 
“And to say that, well, you can’t say that about a lot of people. That’s 
what’s so special about him. He never really changed.” 

“And I know, even right now, when I’m behind the bench watching him 
and I know I feel old and stiff and I’m watching this guy still flying around 
the ice and being the old Patty like he’s always been. I just can’t say 
enough about how proud I am of him.” 

Marchment has been retired for 14 years and is a scout and development 
coach for San Jose’s defensemen. Several years ago, Marleau’s assault 
on the record books was brought into a very personal focus for 
Marchment when his son, Mason, was at Toronto’s training camp after 
Marleau had signed with the Maple Leafs as a free agent. Whenever the 
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two would cross paths during camp, Marleau would give Mason a wink or 
a nod. 

“It’s crazy to think that my kid used to be three when Patty was 18, 
running around (the) dressing room like an animal, and Patty’s still 
playing. To look back at those times, it’s crazy,” Marchment said. 

In Tony Granato’s office at the University of Wisconsin, where he is the 
head coach of the men’s hockey team, is a picture of him, Marleau and 
Gary Suter after one of the team picture days early in Marleau’s career. 

“That’s a great memory of his smile and what he meant to us,” Granato 
said. “He always had that little twinkle in his eye whether he was telling 
stories or just listening to us.” 

“I hope he takes a time out and looks back and realized how special 
everybody thinks he is.” 

The longtime coach and player certainly will take time to reflect on his 
former teammate’s monumental achievement. 

“I feel, wow, I played with that guy and I saw the start of it. I was there for 
the first game. And if I can, I’m going to get out there and be there for the 
record-breaking game,” Granato said. “We should celebrate this. We 
should make a huge deal about this.” 

On April 10, at the end of a game with Los Angeles, some of the Kings’ 
veterans stopped by to shake Marleau’s hand, as that game would be the 
last between the two teams before Monday’s record-breaking moment. 

The two teams have engaged in some epic playoff battles over the years. 

“For them to take the time to come over and shake my hand, it’s 
something I’ll never forget,” Marleau said. 

A few nights later, after he tied Howe’s all-time games record at 1,767 
games, every Minnesota Wild stood in line after the game to shake 
Marleau’s hand. 

“There’s so many people that you get to meet along the way and help 
you out, it’s crazy,” Marleau said. “It’s not a short list. It’s a very long list 
of people that helped me to get to this point.” 

Christina estimates she’s watched and/or listened to approximately 1,700 
of her husband’s games. So, basically all of them. 

And after every game, whether he returns home or is on the road, the 
two will talk and Marleau will ask the same questions: Did you watch? 
How did you think I played? 

“I’m always honest,” Christina said. 

“There have been times where I said you looked kind of flat or whatever it 
is,” Christina said. “I have to be honest with him. I think he appreciates 
that. And that’s why he asks.” 

She thinks of a hat trick in the playoffs versus Detroit, and of him scoring 
twice for Toronto in Game 7 against Boston in 2018. And how she sat 
behind American netminder Ryan Miller in the second row in Vancouver 
when Marleau and the rest of Team Canada celebrated Sidney Crosby’s 
golden goal in 2010. 

And now she thinks of this moment when the man she once thought was 
a shy usher is about to play his way into the NHL record books, setting a 
standard that perhaps no other player will ever reach. 

“If it were up to me, I would be throwing an amazing party right after with 
all his old teammates and coaches and his family, but of course because 
of COVID you can’t do that and it’s heartbreaking for me because I would 
love so much to celebrate him,” Christina said. 

Here’s hoping it will be enough to know that legions will be watching 
along with her and the boys on Monday night, standing, applauding as 
Patrick Marleau strides from mortal to legend. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Can an NHL team with high-priced stars win in the 
playoffs? 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Apr 19, 2021  

 

So it would appear the NHL will make some cap era history in this year’s 
playoffs. 

For the first time since the salary cap was instituted in 2005, a team 
carrying a player with a double digit cap hit is going to actually win a 
playoff round. 

In fact, a few teams might do it. 

By virtue of the Canadian division, it’s pretty much a guarantee that either 
Toronto, Edmonton or Montreal reach the second round of the playoffs 
unless Calgary sneaks in instead of the Canadiens and we have a 
Flames-Jets second round. Then the streak would be intact since neither 
Winnipeg nor Calgary have a player carrying a double digit cap hit. 

First, let’s back up. That’s right, no team in the cap era has ever won a 
playoff round with a player on its roster making $10 million or more. 

Here is the list of players with a cap hit of $8.5 million-plus whose team 
has made it to the Stanley Cup Final in the cap era: 

Tyler Seguin, 2020 ($9.85 million AAV) 

Alex Ovechkin, 2018 ($9.538 million AAV) 

Nikita Kucherov, 2020 ($9.5 million AAV) 

Evgeni Malkin, 2016 & 2017 ($9.5 million AAV) 

Jamie Benn, 2020 ($9.5 million AAV) 

Sidney Crosby, 2016 & 2017 ($8.7 million AAV) 

Steven Stamkos, 2020 ($8.5 million AAV) 

I mean, it’s not like the NHL in the cap era has had double digit cap hits 
forever. 

Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews first broke through with their identical 
deals carrying a $10.5 million AAV starting with the 2015-16 season, right 
after their last Cup win. The Blackhawks haven’t won a playoff series 
since those deals kicked in (last summer’s play-in series win over 
Edmonton doesn’t count as a playoff series win). 

Anze Kopitar cracked the double digit barrier when his $10 million AAV 
kicked in for the 2016-17 season. The Kings also haven’t won a playoff 
series since winning the Cup in 2014. 

Starting in 2018-19, the double digit cap hit club grew as Connor 
McDavid ($12.5 million AAV), John Tavares ($11 million AAV), Carey 
Price ($10.5 million AAV) and Jack Eichel ($10 million AAV) joined Kane, 
Toews and Kopitar. None of them has won a playoff round since those 
deals went into effect. 

The following season, in 2019-20, the club added Artemi Panarin 
($11.642 million AAV), Auston Matthews ($11.640 million AAV), Erik 
Karlsson ($11.5 million AAV), Drew Doughty ($11 million AAV), Mitch 
Marner ($10.903 million AAV) and Sergei Bobrovsky ($10 million AAV). 

None of those players won a playoff round last season (again, Montreal 
won a play-in but lost in the opening round of the 16-team playoffs). 

That’s about to finally change. 
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The North Division will force it, really. We’re going to get Matthews, 
Tavares and Marner or McDavid or Price in the second round in all 
likelihood, again unless it’s Flames-Jets in the second round. 

The Florida Panthers continue to surprise and if they win a playoff round 
that means Bobrovsky will also help make cap era history with his $10 
million AAV. 

So it’s coming next month one way or another it would seem. 

And as our stats guru extraordinaire Dom Luszczyszyn reminded me in a 
Sunday email (yes, I made the young man use email), one has to 
consider that a $10 million cap hit today doesn’t mean the same thing as 
a $10 million cap hit a decade ago because of the growth of the cap. A 
point which I was already going to make, but Dom went ahead and 
provided me with this excellent graphic: 

So when Crosby won the Cup with the Penguins in 2008-09, his $8.7 
million cap hit on the $56.7 million cap that year was 15.3 percent of the 
cap. Which is exactly the same percentage that McDavid’s $12.5 million 
AAV takes up on the current $81.5 million cap. 

This is where I’m torn. I’m on record with a tweet that went a bit viral a 
few years ago suggesting NHL superstars don’t get paid like they should 
compared to other sports, that McDavid should probably be making like 
$20 million a year. But if the elite of the elite are going to make more, it 
means second- and third-line players have to make less in a cap system. 
The NHL tends to be a little more commune-like that way in terms of the 
way it spreads the dough. And you can decide for yourself how you feel 
about that. 

But as the NHL continues to deal with a flat salary cap and I don’t believe 
Hockey Related Revenue is any close to pushing that cap up for a few 
years, the debate about salaries and cap hits and how to properly build a 
Stanley Cup champion will continue. 

The 2019 Stanley Cup Final featured the Blues and Bruins and neither 
had a player cap hit above $7.5 million. We’re not going to see that ever 
again I don’t think. Well, unless both teams meet again this year’s final 
since neither team still has a player above $7.5 million. 

Those are two model franchises as far as spreading their salary cap 
money across the roster. 

Reigning Cup champion Tampa Bay has also done a marvellous job 
navigating the cap. They’ve got the best defenceman in the world at a 
$7.87 million cap hit (Victor Hedman), the best goalie in the world at $9.5 
million (Andrei Vasilevskiy) and a Hart Trophy-winning forward at $9.5 
million (Kucherov). The flat cap will have them dancing again come the 
offseason, though; there are some tough decisions ahead with their 
roster. 

All the more reason Colorado needs to win a Cup soon. Mikko Rantanen 
is the highest cap hit right now on the Avs at $9.25 million. But their 
payroll is about to be challenged with captain Gabriel Landeskog 
(currently $5.571 million AAV) UFA after the season, Cale Makar coming 
out of entry-level after this season and superstar centre Nathan 
MacKinnon ($6.3 million AAV) needing a deal in the summer of 2023. 

It sure helps when you’ve got Samuel Girard in the first season of a 
seven-year, $35 million contract. That $5 million AAV on a stud like 
Girard is looking mighty good if you’re Avs management trying to keep all 
these pieces together over the next several years. 

But Colorado’s window to win will never be better than it is right now 
before a few of these stars eat up more space under a cap that may not 
move much for a while. 

And of course, if the Maple Leafs win the Stanley Cup this season, with 
three players in double digit cap hits, well, that will blow the premise of 
this story right out the window. 

Because there are some rival NHL front office executives who simply 
don’t believe you can win a championship with three players taking up 
that much of your cap space. 

I think you can, especially if you were smart in assembling your cheaper 
supporting cast (which I think the Leafs have been), but it no doubt 
makes it more difficult. 

This year’s playoffs will once again serve as testimony, either way. 
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The Athletic / DGB weekend rankings: Patrick Marleau’s record, 
Montreal’s struggles and a new top five entry 

 

By Sean McIndoe Apr 19, 2021  

 

The week after the trade deadline can always feel like a bit of a letdown, 
in that day-after-your-birthday sort of way. You get one month of 
increasingly frantic trade rumors, the big day finally arrives, and then it’s 
over and you’re left with one more month of regular season hockey. 
There are still playoff races to watch, but those won’t be settled for a few 
weeks at least, so it might feel like there isn’t much to be excited about. 

Not this year, though, because we’ve got something extremely rare to 
celebrate: A major record being set. Patrick Marleau has tied Gordie 
Howe on the all-time games played list, and will pass him Monday. 

OK, yes, “celebrate” might be a little strong for a small segment of fans. I 
know that some have mixed feelings about Howe’s mark being broken by 
Marleau, a Hall-of-Very-Good type of player who might not feel worthy of 
removing hockey royalty from the record book. When I wrote about the 
record at the start of the season, and how close Marleau was to breaking 
it, I heard from plenty of fans who had no idea the record would fall this 
year. Some of them thought it was cool, others weren’t so sure. 

I’m guessing most of us have warmed up to the idea by now. Marleau is, 
by just about all accounts, a legitimately good guy who’s loved by his 
teammates and just about everyone else who isn’t Jeremy Roenick. And 
this is one hell of a tough record to break, which is why so many of us 
grew up assuming Howe’s record would stand forever. Considering how 
many games Marleau has lost to lockouts and COVID-shortened 
seasons, it’s amazing that he managed to get here. 

From my perspective as a history nerd, the coolest thing about this is that 
it’s happening at all. Games played is, without a doubt, a major record. 
Do you realize how long it’s been since somebody set a major career 
mark for skates? Not at a specific position, or in some minor category 
nobody knows about. I’m talking the big stuff – games, goals, assists, 
points, etc. 

It’s been a long time. Wayne Gretzky has owned the points record since 
1989-90, goals since 1993-94, and assists since 1987-88. Larry 
Robinson has had the career plus/minus mark since 1984-85. Tiger 
Williams had held the PIM record since all the way back in 1981-82. 
Even some of the non-Gretzky scoring records go back a long way, like 
Dave Andreychuk’s powerplay goal record (2002-03) or Ray Bourque’s 
shots on goal mark (1997-98). Most of the goalie records are more 
recent, since they took over the sport in mid-90s. But for skaters? It’s 
basically been a generation since a major career record has fallen. 

Monday, it will. That’s kind of cool. Tune in to watch it happen, because it 
may be a while until we see something like this again. (Or it might be a 
warmup for Alexander Ovechkin catching Gretzky’s goal record in a few 
years.) 

On to this week’s rankings, which won’t set any records, but do include a 
new team in the top five and a very old one that might be about to leave 
the bottom five… 

Road to the Cup 
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The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first team in 
history to win a Stanley Cup in July. 

Neither the Blues or Coyotes will be making the top five, but I’m told that 
making the playoffs is viewed as a decent consolation prize. If so, then 
the game of the weekend was Saturday’s head-to-head battle. The 
Coyotes came back from two goals down to take that one in regulation, a 
huge win that snapped a five-game losing streak. 

The win caps off an emotional week in Arizona, and moved them into the 
fourth spot in total points (although they still trail the Blues in points 
percentage). The two teams don’t face each other again this year. 

5. Florida Panthers (28-12-5, +21 true goals differential*) – The five-spot 
remains in flux, as I’ve once again ruined the Maple Leafs by including 
them in last week’s rankings. There are a handful of teams who have a 
case for this spot, including all four contenders in the East. I’m still sorting 
through that traffic jam – more on that in a bit – so instead I’m going to 
take the opportunity to finally get the Panthers into the mix. They’ve been 
just outside the top five almost all season long, and at some point, you 
have to stop calling it a hot streak and just admit a team is really good. 

How good? That’s the problem since I still don’t think they’re a top-two 
team in their own division. By the end of the season, it really doesn’t 
make sense to have three teams from the same division in the top five, 
knowing that one of them is guaranteed a first-round exit. But we’ve still 
got a few weeks to sort that out and they just beat the Lightning, so the 
Panthers have earned this. Let’s get them a spot on the list while we can. 

4. Vegas Golden Knights (31-11-2, +51) – Good lord, guys, maybe move 
the difficulty sliders up a little to make it challenging. 

Sunday was more competitive but still ended in another Knights win. 
They’ve now won six straight. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (29-10-4, +34) – Seriously guys, stop losing to 
Detroit and I’ll move you higher. 

Despite inheriting Red Wings kryptonite status from last year’s Habs, 
Carolina has all but erased any gap between them and the Lightning. 
The off-brand power rankings have already moved them ahead of 
Tampa, and I’m right on the fence. Luckily, the schedule-maker delivers 
this week, with a Lightning/Hurricanes back-to-back showdown starting 
tonight that should provide some clarity. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning (29-13-2, +34) – The big story this week was 
Steven Stamkos going on injured reserve. That led to a wave of 
theorizing that Nikita Kucherov was coming back early, and this was the 
Lightning’s way of opening up the cap space for that – basically 
swapping one star for another, with the idea that both would be in the 
lineup once the playoffs started. Given how cap shenanigans work in 
today’s NHL, it wasn’t an unreasonable thought, but our Joe Smith says 
it’s not the case. Kucherov won’t be back any time soon, and Stamkos 
going on LTIR doesn’t mean anything beyond that he’s hurt and out for a 
while. 

How long? We don’t know, and that’s where things get a little worrisome 
if you’re a Lightning fan, or someone trying to forecast their Cup odds. 
We’re used to assuming that inured stars are always miraculously healed 
in time for the postseason, but there’s no guarantee that happens here. 
Maybe Stamkos gets back before then. But maybe he doesn’t, and this 
ends up lingering like last year  (although it’s apparently not the same 
injury). 

Losing Stamkos for a chunk of the playoffs wouldn’t be disastrous for the 
Lightning’s chances – they did win a Cup without him last year, after all. 
But combined with a stretch where they’ve won just five of 12, including 
an embarrassing blowout at the hands of the Predators, and it’s fair to 
say that the Lightning’s Cup odds look worse today than they did last 
time we did this. I don’t think it’s enough to drop them down the rankings, 
and I’ve still got them ahead of the Hurricanes by a hair. But this is the 
first time all year that I haven’t been confident that they’re the division’s 
best Cup hope. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (30-9-4, +54) – They ran their win streak to four 
before their schedule was paused by multiple positive COVID tests. For 
now, this doesn’t seem to be a team-wide outbreak on the level we’ve 
seen around the league, but caution is obviously the right call. The 
current plan would see them back in action by Thursday, but let’s see 
where things go. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Boston Bruins – I was really tempted to slide the Bruins into 
that fifth spot, especially after watching them score six on the Capitals 
yesterday. 

Can the fourth-best team in the East be one of the five best teams in the 
league? Probably not, but I don’t think the Bruins are the division’s fourth 
best team, no matter what the standings say. They lost some ground in 
March, largely due to inconsistent play and some injuries. But they’re 
working their way back to full health, and had arguably the best deadline 
of any contender. Taylor Hall remembering how to score once he was out 
of Buffalo was the week’s most predictable plot point, but Mike Reilly and 
Curtis Lazar also look like good fits. This team is good. 

Are they good enough to win it all? I think they are, although there are a 
lot of teams in that group. They still have games like last Sunday’s 
blowout loss to the Caps that make you wonder, and the road out of the 
East will be tough on everyone. But they’re deep up front, including the 
best top line in hockey, and the blue line is good when it’s healthy. As for 
the goaltending, I will never understand Bruins fans not trusting Tuukka 
Rask, who’s been one of the league’s most consistent goalies for well 
over a decade but still gets ripped on for not coming up big when it 
matters even though he has better numbers in the playoffs than he does 
in the regular season. Explain this to me, Boston fans, because I don’t 
get it. 

The schedule gets weird now, with three straight and five of seven 
against the Sabres, and only four games left against the East playoff 
teams. I think that’s good – even with Buffalo having a pulse again, it 
should be a big chunk of easy points. But part of me wonders if the 
Bruins might hit the playoffs a step short of full speed because they were 
playing the weaklings. That’s probably just looking for something to worry 
about, for a team where that list is getting shorter as we go. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds and trying 
to figure out if we should call this an Owen Power Ranking. 

It was very cool to see the Canucks return to action with a win last night. 
There are still some hard questions to ask about how and when (and if) 
teams should return after an outbreak, but Vancouver showed some guts 
in finding a comeback win after everything they’ve been through. 

5. Detroit Red Wings (16-24-6, -42) – Fifty-two weeks, dating back to 
December 2018. That’s how long the Red Wings have been a fixture in 
the bottom-five. They broke in just after the holidays in 2018-19, held that 
spot for the last 15 weeks of the season, then were one of three teams 
(with Ottawa and Los Angeles) to appear in all 23 of last season’s bottom 
five lists. This week marks their 14th straight appearance this year. 

But it’s the first time they’ve fallen all the way to number five, which 
means they’re on the verge of breaking the streak. Can they do it? 
They’ve got a real shot. They’re just one point back of the Blue Jackets, 
and while this is about predicting the future more than the current 
standings, as we get late into the season those two things end up 
merging into one. Columbus just announced that Zach Werenski is out 
long term, and they’ve got four games this week against the Florida 
teams. Meanwhile, Detroit gets four straight with the mediocre Stars. 

This might happen. We’ve had our fun with the Red Wings over the 
years, but we might not have them to kick around much longer in the 
bottom five. 
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4. Ottawa Senators (15-26-4, -43) – A shutout for Matt Murray over the 
Canadiens was a nice boost for a team that doesn’t have much to play 
for, but would still love to have an impact on a playoff race they’re not 
part of. 

The far bigger news in Ottawa is that Ian Mendes has abandoned the 
Senators and is now a Maple Leafs fan. I’m pretty sure that’s what 
happened, I kind of skimmed the article, but it sounds right to me. 
Welcome aboard Ian, it’s never too late to rectify a mistake. 

3. New Jersey Devils (14-24-6, -37) – Four straight losses to the Rangers 
is just ugly (and unprecedented), and the Devils are now at six straight 
games without so much as a point. They have some injuries, as most 
teams do. But this is a team without much to play for that seems to be 
flat-lining as they run out the string. 

2. Anaheim Ducks (14-25-7, -43) – Other than the Jets not adding an 
impact blueliner, I’m not sure any team had a more disappointing 
deadline than the Ducks, who were primed to be the market’s key sellers 
and then did virtually nothing. Eric Stephens had a good piece on why 
that happened, and what it might mean going forward for a team that 
desperately needs some direction. 

1. Buffalo Sabres (12-26-7, -43) – They’re still bad, but lately they haven’t 
been embarrassingly bad, even beating the Penguins Sunday. And 
through all the misery of a wretched season, some nice storylines are 
emerging, including Dustin Tokarski getting his first win in six years. That 
was cool. 

But there’s an even bigger story starting to play out, and it’s behind the 
bench. The Don Granato bandwagon is filling up. 

Granato was supposed to be the classic interim coach, there to basically 
serve as cannon fodder while a terrible team racked up losses and lottery 
odds, inevitably to be replaced with a real coach in the offseason and be 
forever forgotten. Maybe it still plays out that way. But right now, Grantao 
has something going in Buffalo. The team isn’t good, or even all that 
close, but they’re making progress. And maybe more amazingly, they’re 
kind of fun. 

That part isn’t an accident. Granato actually wants to coach a team that’s 
entertaining to watch. 

Yeah, this guy will never last. But for now, he might be my new favorite 
coach. 

Not ranked: Montreal Canadiens – How worried should we be at this 
point? 

First, the good news – even with six regulation losses in their last nine, 
they’re still overwhelming favorites for the North’s last playoff spot. 
They’re six points up on the Flames and have two games in hand, so 
they’d have to collapse down the stretch to cough up their spot. And once 
they’re in, the rest of the division is tough but not especially intimidating. 
There’s still a path here. 

Now the bad. They’re slumping, and struggling to generate offense, 
scoring two or less in six of their last seven. The eye test might be worse; 
they’ve just looked listless in some games, including a 4-0 loss to the 
Senators that was borderline unwatchable. They clearly miss Brendan 
Gallagher a ton, and while he should be back eventually, it doesn’t sound 
like it will be soon. The deadline wasn’t quiet, as Marc Bergevin tinkered 
after making his bigger moves early, but it’s feeling like a bit of a bust. 
Carey Price has been mostly good since returning to the lineup, but 
hardly great, and this increasingly looks like a team that will need the 
great version to do much of anything in the postseason. Is that guy even 
still an option? 

So yeah, worry away. But probably stop just short of panic, if you can do 
that in this market. This week brings a crucial week-long Alberta trip, so 
the plan would be to get back on track against the Oilers and then at 
least hold serve against the Flames to protect the grip on that playoff 
spot. Wait for Gallagher to come back and bring some energy to the 
lineup, hope the new acquisitions can settle in, and cross your fingers 

that Price (or Jake Allen) get hot at the right time. Get ready for the 
inevitable Cole Caufield call-up, which should bring a spark. And then 
remember that you’re not exactly staring down a murderer’s row of 
playoff success with your potential first-round matchups. 

Or, you know, get swept by the Flames and bring the panic. That’s also 
an option. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators remain Flames' biggest obstacle as Calgary's 
playoff hopes dwindle 

 

Eric Francis 

April 20, 2021, 1:39 AM 

 

Squint as hard as you can, if you’d like, to see how the Calgary Flames 
could still navigate their way through to a playoff miracle. 

But in doing so, don’t overlook the most significant obstacle in their way. 
No, not the three-game series at home against Montreal starting Friday. 
The bigger concern should be the last of the nine games the Flames still 
have to play against Ottawa. 

After all, the Senators are a massive part of what will ultimately cost the 
Flames any chance they may have had at playoff spot. 

Instead of keeping pace with every other Canadian team (other than 
Montreal) that has stockpiled points against the NHL’s youngest outfit, 
the Flames keep losing ground against them. 

Heck, the Canucks, Oilers and Jets went a combined 20-2 against 
Ottawa. 

A 4-2 loss Monday to the rebuilding Sens marked the Fames’ fourth 
setback in a row against Ottawa, and their sixth loss in eight meetings. 

Given how much every other team in the division not named the 
Canadiens beat up on the Sens, it’s evident to this point the division’s 
worst team is what cost Calgary its season. 

Remaining Time -1:29 

Flames need to fix puck management issues after loss to Senators 

Asked how a team that lost 13 of its first 15 games has managed to 
dominate the Flames, Elias Lindholm suggested the 16-26-4 club is a 
“good team.” 

“I don’t know why everyone is thinking they can just put on the skates 
and win against some teams in this league,” said Lindholm, who joined 
Michael Stone as Calgary’s only scorers. 

“They’re working hard and have a lot of skill and a lot of young players. 
Obviously all of these games they’ve been better than us and deserve to 
win. For us chasing payoffs it just makes it harder on ourselves. It’s not 
good enough.” 

By the time the Senators return for their last matchup with Calgary, on 
May 9, the Flames will likely be mathematically eliminated from the race, 
perhaps by both Vancouver and the fourth-place Canadiens. 

Heck, there’s still a chance the 28th-ranked Senators can catch the 
Flames, as they sit just five points back. 

Three hours up the road, the Oilers came back to beat Montreal Monday 
in a game that also saw the visitors lose Carey Price to injury once again. 
The Habs still sit six points up on Calgary with two games in hand, 
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setting up this weekend’s series, which the Flames have no choice but to 
sweep with just 11 games remaining. 

“Montreal lost, I think I saw, so still a little bit of hope,” said Milan Lucic, 
whose pre-game presentation of a silver stick marked the highlight of the 
night. 

“But we’ve got to stop hoping and start winning some games.” 

Asked if their second straight loss was due to poor execution or a lack of 
desperation, Lucic was clear. 

“I think it definitely is execution – probably 90 per cent of the guys, we’re 
not finishing enough of the chances we’re creating,” said Lucic. 

“It cost us the game in Montreal and we had some we missed tonight.” 

There weren’t a whole lot of good chances in the final nine minutes after 
Stone’s point blast closed Ottawa’s lead to 3-2. 

Special teams and giveaways were the difference on this night, as 
Calgary’s power play was flat in two crucial third-period opportunities and 
the Sens got a short-handed goal by Connor Brown to break a 1-1 tie in 
the final minute of the second period before Josh Norris’ third-period 
power-play goal. 

Brown’s goal was made possible by a Noah Hanifin giveaway at the 
Senators’ blue line, Brady Tkachuk’s game-opener came via a Juuso 
Valimaki cough-up, and Brown’s empty-netter came after he 
pickpocketed Matthew Tkachuk as Jacob Markstrom raced to the bench. 

“There are three or four guys — good players — that turned the puck 
over several times tonight,” said Darryl Sutter, who said the two third-
period power plays required faster puck movement. 

“Passing too slow. The same guys that turned the puck over all night are 
the same guys who turned it over on the power play for the most part. 
You can’t pass the puck into the net, you’ve got to shoot it into the net. 
We’ve got guys that didn’t have a shot on goal and probably five or six 
turnovers. 

"Generally that’s the difference in the hockey game, and it certainly was 
tonight.” 

The Senators had half of the 18 turnovers the Flames had, with Johnny 
Gaudreau and Tkachuk leading the way with five and four, respectively. 
Valimaki’s nightmarish evening saw him toss it away three times. 

It all added up to yet another giveaway against a team that has almost 
half its 16 wins against the Flames. 

SILVER LININGS 

Lucic’s 1,003rd game started with all his teammates wearing his jersey 
No. 17 in warmup, followed by a pre-game ceremony that saw the club 
add to the silver-stick tradition by making three silver-played mini-sticks 
for Lucic’s young kids. 

Sporting customized jackets and bedazzled shoes designed by Lucic’s 
wife Brittany commemorating dad’s milestone, the kids were delighted to 
be on the ice for the celebration. 

“It was nice,” said Lucic, who also received a commissioned painting of 
his journey, a Rolex watch and a charitable donation made in his family’s 
name. 

“The family was very excited to be back at the rink. The kids ask me all 
the time if they can come to a game or, even come to a practice, so they 
were thrilled to be here tonight. It was cool to share that moment with 
them. I guess that’s the only positive out of tonight.” 

The ceremony included a video in which congratulations were sent by 
Claude Julien, Jarome Iginla, Zdeno Chara, Mark Giordano and Gregory 
Campbell, who said the Bruins wouldn’t have won the Cup without Lucic. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Hyman's likely return before playoffs a sigh of relief for 
Maple Leafs 

 

Chris Johnston 

April 19, 2021, 9:19 PM 

 

The sigh you heard? 

That was a sigh of relief after the Toronto Maple Leafs officially got word 
about Zach Hyman’s likely return before the playoffs. While there may 
have been more optimism inside the team’s dressing room than among 
fans who saw Hyman limp down the tunnel following a knee-on-knee 
collision Sunday night, his status was very much up in the air pending the 
results of a Monday MRI. 

It revealed a sprained MCL in Hyman’s right knee that will keep him out 
at least two weeks, but won’t require any type of surgical procedure. 

“I think all things considered if he can get himself back in two weeks that 
would be great news for us,” said head coach Sheldon Keefe. “These 
types of hits and that type of contact can have some pretty bad results. 

“We’ll take it.” 

It was easy to fear the worst following a collision that earned Vancouver 
Canucks defenceman Alex Edler a two-game suspension. Hyman had 
previously required surgery to repair a torn ACL on the same knee 
following the 2019 playoffs and he’s the last guy who would stay down 
any longer than necessary. 

These last couple seasons have seen Hyman cement himself as a core 
piece of the organization - albeit one with an uncertain future and a 
potential date with free agency in July - so losing him in this manner, this 
close to the playoffs, would have stung. 

“He’s a huge part of this team,” said Joe Thornton. “He’s a big part of the 
locker-room. He’s obviously a big part of what we do on the ice. He’s just 
a bull out there. 

“He’s a huge, huge part of this team and we hope he gets better soon 
because we’re going to need him down the stretch here.” 

Hyman is coming off consecutive 21-goal seasons and sat second 
among Leafs players in goals (15) and fourth in points (33) so far this 
year. What makes him so valuable to the coaching staff is how 
consistently he contributes whether playing alongside Auston Matthews 
and Mitch Marner on the top line, or in a more grinding type of situation 
with others. 

“He can play really anywhere in the lineup,” said Marner. 

If there’s a silver lining to be found here, it’s that Nick Foligno is set to 
fulfill his quarantine and join the Leafs later in the week. He could play as 
soon as Thursday night in Winnipeg and should help the team weather 
Hyman’s absence. 

Toronto has remained atop the North Division standings since early 
February despite missing Matthews, Nylander, Frederik Andersen and 
others to injury. 

“We’ve got other people that have played well for us that can fill in and 
we’ve played without important people throughout the season and have 
played some of our best hockey when we’ve missed guys,” said Keefe. 
“We’ve just got to give Hyms time to get healthy and know that he’ll come 
back strong. 

“Our team shouldn’t miss a beat.” 
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The fact he’s coming back at all is the big news of the day. That didn’t 
look like a certainty as he collected himself on the ice Sunday night and 
struggled to get to the visiting dressing room. 

These past couple days have underscored why general manager Kyle 
Dubas was so aggressive at last week’s trade deadline - acquiring 
Foligno, goaltender David Rittich, depth defenceman Ben Hutton and 
others. 

“Whether it’s matchups, whether it’s injuries, performance, whatever it is 
you need to be able to have answers to questions that come up and 
issues that come up,” said Keefe. “So, yeah, it’s going to be nice to see 
Nick when we get out there to Winnipeg and welcome him to our team 
and certainly will give us a boost at a time you lose a significant piece to 
your team.” 

At least Hyman shouldn’t be gone too long. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' offensive woes make hesitance on Caufield 
call-up perplexing 

 

Eric EngelsApril 20, 2021, 2:18 AM 

 

In a vacuum, this game was lost by the Montreal Canadiens because 
they sat on a 1-0 lead with 20 minutes to play — and with a couple of the 
world’s purest hockey players lined up across from them, ready to make 
them pay for it. 

Leon Draisaitl helped apply the pressure to start, but Connor McDavid, 
held to zero goals and just two measly points through five games (and 
nearly 51 minutes of a sixth), set up two goals and scored one himself in 
the back half of a third period that saw his Edmonton Oilers completely 
dominate the Canadiens. 

They fired things up on the power play, they built momentum, and then 
McDavid did what he does. He and Draisaitl were buzzing from different 
lines, he ended up capitalizing on the only mistakes the Canadiens made 
against him all night — notching his 24th goal and his 49th and 50th 
assists — and the Oilers skated away with a 4-1 win. 

But it didn’t have to go this way. Not with the way the Canadiens played 
the first 40 minutes. 

Sure, it was tight-checking, playoff-style hockey, with chances scarce at 
both ends. But if the Canadiens had any confidence to squeak out even 
one more goal to add to the lead Eric Staal gave them, they wouldn’t 
have needed to play the third on their heels. 

“You score, you’re up 2-0,” said Canadiens defenceman Jeff Petry. “It 
shouldn’t change your mindset, but knowing that you have two goals is 
huge.” 

But the Canadiens, who have scored just 15 over their last nine, couldn’t 
find a way to build the type of lead that could free them up to play 60 
minutes the way they played 50 in this one. They were good. They 
started energetically, with players attacking Mike Smith’s net and the 
defence involved in the offensive zone. They pushed until Staal broke the 
ice with a goal that deflected in off his skate as he rushed to the blue 
paint, but then they missed some golden opportunities. 

Montreal’s second power play of the game, earned at 13:43 of the middle 
period, just under seven minutes after Staal scored, was a huge 
opportunity completely blown. 

“Our second power play was horrible,” said Canadiens coach Dominique 
Ducharme. “We want to score for sure.” 

The Canadiens had other chances. 

“We had (Artturi Lehkonen) on a breakaway, we had a good deflection by 
(Josh) Anderson that hit the knob of the stick,” said Ducharme. “We did 
have some chances, but we want to create more. And obviously, at 
times, we were missing the net on chances. When you miss the net, you 
don’t give yourself a chance. There’s not one guy that takes a shot and 
doesn’t want to score, so it’s frustrating for them. It’s frustrating for 
everyone, because I think we can be scoring more.” 

Tyler Toffoli, who has 21 goals in 39 games, can do it. Anderson, who 
has 15, is more than capable. As are Tomas Tatar, Corey Perry and Paul 
Byron. 

Jonathan Drouin may only have two goals, and he may be much more of 
a playmaker than he is a goal scorer, but he’s certainly capable of more. 
As are Shea Weber and Petry, who have combined for 16 goals but 
haven’t been able to find the back of the net since the second week of 
March. 

With Brendan Gallagher sidelined, the Canadiens are missing a player 
accustomed to scoring the “gritty, greasy” type Petry said they so 
desperately need at this time of the year, with 13 games remaining. And 
while they don’t have a player like McDavid or Draisaitl at their disposal, 
they do have a supremely talented player they can use who’s capable of 
providing the cushion they so desperately need in games. The one they 
desperately needed before the third period got underway. 

Why GM Marc Bergevin would continue to sit on the opportunity to dress 
an elite talent like Cole Caufield — inexperienced as the Hobey Baker 
Award winner might be — was completely perplexing. 

As we opined, after they became the first team this season to get shut 
out by the Ottawa Senators over the weekend, it was clear the 
Canadiens were in desperate need of a spark. The kind an explosive 
scorer like Caufield might be able to provide, and we suggested it would 
be worth using their last non-emergency call-up of the season to test that 
theory — even if it meant icing out Jake Evans until the playoffs, or until 
two injuries occurred at forward. 

The 20-year-old who obliterated Auston Matthews’s scoring record with 
the United States National Development Program Team before scoring at 
will at the college level might have sparked the power play, which has 
only managed two goals over its last 33 opportunities. 

If he had the breakaway chance Lehkonen had in the second period, he 
could’ve provided that crucial second goal. 

Caufield, who was chosen 15th overall, debuted with the AHL’s Laval 
Rocket with a goal in his first game and two goals and an assist in his 
second. He scored the winner in both, and he had nine shots on net. 

The Canadiens missed the net with nine of their shots against the Oilers 
on Monday. 

Meanwhile, McDavid scored on one shot that was disallowed and then 
found the net with another of his four. That was after he and Draisaitl 
turned it up to start the third. 

“They took the game over,” said Jake Allen, who took over from Carey 
Price in the second period after Price was unable to play beyond the first, 
with Ducharme later explaining the goaltender had suffered an upper-
body injury in the collision with Alex Chiasson that wiped away McDavid’s 
first goal for goaltender interference. 

“I thought we contained them very well for 40 minutes,” Allen continued, 
“but that’s what they do. They can make a team pay just in the blink of an 
eye, and it put us on our heels a little bit.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Shane Wright 'itching to get back,' using world juniors cut 
as fuel 

 

Mike Shulman 

April 19, 2021, 11:36 AM 

 

TORONTO — The Kingston Frontenacs last played on March 8, 2020. 

That’s a long time for a group of hockey-obsessed youth to go without 
the thrills of competition and a game that’s defined and shaped their lives 
to this point. 

That’s why Shane Wright has made a conscious effort to reach out to his 
fellow “Fronts” to help try to keep the team connected during the COVID-
19 pandemic, which has left Ontario’s major junior hockey league in 
limbo and sidelined him and others from the sport they love. 

“It sucks being away from my teammates, who are all my best friends,” 
said the Frontenacs phenom. 

“So I always want to check in with them and see how they're doing. 
Whether it's a text, or call, or FaceTime, whatever it is, I just want to stay 
in touch with them, making sure they're doing all right ... seeing how 
they're doing with all their training and how their family is doing,” Wright 
continued. 

Because the last 13 months have been a period of stasis that the 17-
year-old — for whom time, to this point, has often been simply a hurdle to 
clear en route to seemingly guaranteed stardom in the NHL — has felt 
acutely. 

“I'm itching to get back to playing games and, obviously, I'm a 
competitive guy and I love playing and competing, so just being away 
from the game and away from playing and competing for this long it's just 
— it's killing me,” said Wright, who was just the fifth skater to be granted 
exceptional status to play as a 15-year-old in the OHL last season. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

The OHL season remains up in the air as novel coronavirus cases spike 
across Ontario amid the latest province-wide lockdown. 

That’s why Wright is particularly excited to be heading to Texas as part of 
Canada’s team for the U18 world championships, which run from April 
26-May 6. 

The hyper-skilled centre’s most recent exposure to high-end competition 
was late last year at the country’s selection camp for the 2021 world 
juniors. And it’s this experience, in part, and how it came to an end, that’s 
been driving him over the past several months as he endures the longest 
off-season of his life. 

The knock on his hotel door, subsequent meeting with Hockey Canada 
brass informing him he’d been cut from the team — ending his bid to 
become just the eighth 16-year-old to represent the country at the 
tournament — and flight home are still fresh in his memory. 

“You never go into a camp thinking you're going to be cut, right? You're 
thinking of making the team and you're wanting to make the team so, 
yeah, no, it sucked. It sucked a lot for me and definitely wasn't a great 
feeling,” said Wright of not making the event, which is generally 
considered for 19-year-olds. 

“I just got to not think about that and not dwell on it too much, don't let it 
bother me and just let it fuel me to come back next year and dominate 
and show that, 'Hey, maybe, I should have been a part of that team .’” 

It wasn’t easy either to see Finland’s Brad Lambert, his top competition 
for the No. 1 pick in the early runnings for the 2022 NHL Draft, do exactly 
what he’d set out to do — make the world juniors as a 16-year-old. 

“I feel like Canada had a stronger team. Obviously, they beat Finland in a 
couple of games, so definitely different situations and different players 
and the strength of players,” Wright contended fairly. 

“But, yeah, it was definitely weird and definitely tough for me seeing 
someone in my draft class playing in that tournament and doing well,” he 
said of Lambert, who had four points in seven games. 

We’re eight months away from Wright getting a chance to prove he’s 
worthy of a spot on Team Canada at the 2022 world juniors, and that’s 
likely trouble for any opposition he’s set to face between now and then. 

That's because Wright hasn’t had his feet up with the OHL on hold. Nor is 
he satisfied after topping all first-year skaters last season with 39 goals 
and 66 points in 58 games — good for a 1.138 points-per-game clip, 
which outpaced fellow exceptional player Connor McDavid’s production 
as a 15-year-old (1.048) in ‘12-13 — and capturing the league’s rookie of 
the year award. 

On top of attending virtual classes and doing his homework, like your 
average teen, Wright has been working out and training with skills 
coaches for several hours a day in his hometown of Burlington, Ont. 

He’s packed roughly seven pounds of muscle onto his listed five-foot-11, 
180-pound frame and has focused on building strength and stability — 
though he’s recently shifted to endurance and mobility training in 
anticipation of the U18s — to help him win puck battles against bigger 
and older players because, after all, he’s still just 17. 

“A little bit, yeah,” said Wright, when asked if the emphasis on strength 
was a result of struggles in the OHL. 

“But I feel like at the next level, obviously, in the NHL, everyone's bigger 
and stronger, so I just want to take the time I have now and take 
advantage of the longer off-season to build up as much strength, as 
much muscle and power that I can right now and just prepare in any way 
possible.” 

On top of that, Wright is working under the tutelage of new Frontenacs 
head coach and general manager Paul McFarland as part of individual 
and team Zoom calls since last summer to help him evolve from dynamic 
offensive threat to all-around talent. 

“As an offensive player, you want to have the puck on your stick as much 
as possible. And I think the better you are when you don't have it, the 
more you're going to be able to touch it, the more you're going to be able 
to use your gifts and hopefully make the other team uncomfortable,” said 
McFarland, who spent the last three seasons in the NHL as an assistant 
with the Toronto Maple Leafs (2019-20) and Florida Panthers (‘17-18, 
‘18-19). 

“So for us, we've spent a lot of time, just again, working on those — really 
it's just fundamentals — that add up to, hopefully, being a big difference 
within his game.” 

In their sessions, McFarland said Wright’s shown a willingness to learn 
despite his success and boasts a maturity beyond his years. 

“He is determined to be great, and not just on the ice, but a great 
teammate, great person and great example for all the young players just 
in how he carries himself,” he said. 

McFarland — who has coached the likes of Auston Matthews, John 
Tavares, Mitch Marner, Aleksander Barkov, among others — said elite 
players, like Wright, all have one thing in common: “They all want to find 
ways to get one per cent better.” 

“You look at a kid like Shane, obviously had an unbelievable year as a 
15-year-old in the OHL, still has a great approach everyday — how he 
works out, how he trains on the ice, how he interacts with his teammates 
— and I think that itself is going to allow him to have continued success 
in this game and it allows his abilities and talents, for that matter, to really 
shine because of his attitude,” he said. 
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The team will expect that greatness once the Frontenacs get back on the 
ice, knowing Wright’s done the best he possibly could, given the 
circumstances, to hone his craft. 

“It's not the easiest of situations for anyone for that matter, but I know 
he's used the time to develop still and ... I think the work he's put in is 
gonna pay off,” said McFarland. 

And despite the year-long layoff from competition, Wright said he’s 
confident in the state of his game overall. 

“I feel like I've definitely improved since last year, I've definitely gotten 
better and I'm really, really excited to show that on the ice and finally 
show it in game,” he said. 

And why wouldn’t he? Shane Wright never seems to let time get in the 
way. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs counting on Foligno to fill roster void, give team ‘boost’ 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held a practice in Vancouver on Monday afternoon of ahead of Tuesday’s 
game against the Canucks. 

Nick Foligno will help the Leafs fill the void with versatile winger Zach 
Hyman sidelined with a sprained MCL for at least the next two weeks.  

"Certainly, it will give us a boost at a time when you lose a significant 
piece to your team," said head coach Sheldon Keefe. 

Foligno is currently quarantining at his family home in Sudbury, Ont., 
where he has access to a gym and sport court. If everything goes to plan, 
he will join fellow deadline pick-ups Ben Hutton and Stefan Noesen and 
fly to Winnipeg on Wednesday.  

During an interview on The Chirp with Daren Millard podcast, Foligno 
said he's hoping to make his Leafs debut on Thursday.  

"I'm here to play for them and get this thing rolling so I'd probably prefer 
to jump right into it and get going," Foligno told Millard.  

Hyman is second on the Leafs roster in goals with 15 and leads the 
forward group in hits. The 28-year-old can drive his own line, as was the 
case Sunday when he played with Ilya Mikheyev and Alex Kerfoot, or 
bolster the big boys in the top six. Only Auston Matthews and Mitch 
Marner have averaged more ice time up front this season.  

"The elements that he brings to our team, you can't replace that," captain 
John Tavares said after Sunday's game.  

"A leader on the ice and off the ice," added William Nylander. "The way 
he cares for other guys is incredible." 

The 33-year-old Foligno may be an older model, but the former Blue 
Jackets captain brings a lot of Hyman-esque qualities.  

"He plays a hard style of hockey," said Jason Spezza, who once lined up 
beside Foligno in Ottawa. "He's got really underrated puck skills. I think 
people who don't know his game well will be surprised by how good he is 
with the puck. I think that will lend well to fitting in with our group. And 
he's just a guy, like Hyms, that plays with emotion, goes to the hard 
areas, does a lot of things that are really good and really important this 
time of year. I think he's going to fit in seamlessly."  

Hyman suffers sprained MCL, will miss two weeks minimum 

Zach Hyman suffered an MCL sprain after taking a knee from Alexander 
Edler in their loss to the Canucks on Sunday. Sheldon Keefe discusses 
the injury and feels confident in the team's depth to step up in his 
absence. 

--- 

The Leafs have lost four straight (0-2-2) for the first time this season and 
now must play without Hyman for at least the next six games.  

"We have played without important people throughout the season and 
have played some of our best hockey when we have been missing guys," 
said Keefe. "We have to give Hyms time to get healthy. We know he will 
come back strong. Our team shouldn't miss a beat." 

Hyman sustained the injury on a knee-on-knee hit by Canucks 
defenceman Alexander Edler, who was assessed a major penalty and 
game misconduct. On Monday, the NHL suspended Edler two games.  

Hyman tore the ACL in his right knee, the same one he hurt on Sunday, 
during the 2019 playoffs and needed off-season surgery so Monday's 
diagnosis was actually considered a positive development.  

"If he can get himself back in two weeks, that would be great news for 
us," Keefe said. "With these type of hits and that type of a contact, it can 
have some pretty bad results. We will take it. Hyms will come back 
strong, rested and ready to go for us. Our team will just press on. Of 
course, we will miss him, but other people will step up. That in and of 
itself will make us a stronger group down the stretch." 

The Leafs split two games Hyman missed earlier this season due to a 
foot injury.  

Johnson believes Edler's hit on Hyman was 'dirty but not intentional' 

TSN Hockey analyst Mike Johnson shares his take on Alex Edler's hit on 
Zach Hyman and why he believes it was a dirty but non-intentional hit. 
Johnson also explains what makes Hyman such a valuable player for the 
Maple Leafs. 

Nylander played well in his first game out of quarantine, producing a goal 
and an assist on Sunday night while logging 21 minutes, his second 
highest total of the season.  

"I felt pretty good, actually," he said.  

"It was pretty seamless," agreed Tavares. "He looked very comfortable 
making plays, feeling time and space out really well, which is hard to do 
when you've missed a bunch of time." 

But now Nylander may miss another game. At Monday's practice, the 24-
year-old winger was wearing a grey sweater usually reserved for 
scratches and members of the taxi squad.  

"It is simple with Will," Keefe revealed. "He was late for a meeting here 
this morning. His status was that he was not going to play tomorrow. We 
had him on the outside today for practice. We are going to discuss it and 
reassess it for tomorrow night's game. It was just as simple as him 
missing a meeting." 

Nylander ended up skating on his normal line with Tavares after 
Mikheyev left practice with an undisclosed issue. The Russian winger is 
listed as questionable for Tuesday's rematch against the Canucks.  

Nylander was part of the penalty kill during special teams reps with Nick 
Robertson taking his spot on the top power-play unit.  

Pierre Engvall and Adam Brooks skated in regular sweaters after being 
scratches on Sunday.  

Nylander late for team meeting, status for Tuesday uncertain 

William Nylander was seen wearing a grey taxi squad jersey at practice 
on Monday. Head coach Sheldon Keefe reveals that Nylander was late 
for a team meeting and initially it was thought he wouldn't play on 
Tuesday, however the team will reassess the situation before the game. 
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At the end of practice, Frederik Andersen took the ice and was welcomed 
with a chorus of stick taps. It was the first time Toronto's longtime starting 
goalie was on the ice with teammates since March 19.  

"The guys were really excited to have him out there today," said Keefe. "I 
think everybody wanted to make sure they got a shot on him before they 
left the ice. That was cool to see ... It is really big to have him out there. 
He has been making a lot of great steps." 

Andersen has been dealing with a nagging lower-body injury. There is 
still no timeline for his return to game action.  

"Most importantly, we are seeing progress," said Keefe. "Things are 
obviously moving in a very good direction." 

Andersen skates with Leafs for first time since March 19th 

Frederik Andersen joined the Maple Leafs midway through their practice 
on Monday, it's the first time he's skated with the team since March 19th. 
Sheldon Keefe says he continues to make progress but there's still no 
return date set, the Leafs head coach also touches on Jack Campbell's 
recent play. 

Jack Campbell allowed three goals on 24 shots in Sunday's loss, which 
was his third straight defeat.  

“It's a little bit of a slump for us and myself personally," he admitted 
afterwards. "I felt a little bit better." 

Campbell was pulled in his previous start after allowing three goals on six 
shots on Thursday against the Jets. 

After an incredible 11-0-0 run to open the season, Campbell has an .872 
save percentage in his last six games.  

"We believe in Jack and this is part of his process in playing more and 
having some increased expectations that come with having such a 
remarkable run he put together," Keefe said. "He did that. He earned 
that. He played that way. Because of that, our group has confidence in 
him. He should have confidence in himself. We just have to continue to 
work with him and help him through this to find that balance that every 
goaltender is looking for." 

One positive with Campbell is he seems to be holding up well physically. 
The Leafs have been monitoring his workload since the 29-year-old 
returned from a leg injury on March 20.  

"Seems like he's doing well there, but obviously it's something you've got 
to continue to be smart with," Keefe said before Sunday’s game. "It really 
hasn't slowed him up here much at all of late. The medical staff, of 
course, will do their thing to be on top of it, but seems like he's on the 
other side." 

After missing Thursday's game, Matthews returned to the Leafs lineup 
and potted his league-leading 33rd goal of the season on Sunday. 

"The wrist flared up on me pretty bad at the end of the Montreal game [on 
April 12] and it wasn’t doing much better against Calgary at home [on 
Tuesday] so just decided to take the game [off] and get some work on it 
and kind of let the inflammation and everything settle down," Matthews 
explained. "It's much better now and it felt pretty good." 

Matthews fired seven shots on net against the Canucks, which was one 
off his season high.   

"You've got to tip your hat to the goalie," the centre noted. "[Braden] 
Holtby played unreal. He made some unbelievable saves and he stood 
on his head for them. Obviously, there's a lot we can take away and 
improve on and clean up but their goalie made some pretty good saves." 

After missing Thursday’s game due to a nagging wrist injury, Auston 
Matthews scored on Sunday. "It's much better now," the centre said. 
"Just decided to take the game [off] and get some work on it and let the 
inflammation and everything settle down." Matthews finished with seven 
shots against the Canucks, but it wasn't enough as Braden Holtby 
slammed the door on the Leafs. "He stood on his head," Matthews noted. 

Joe Thornton isn't interested in load management.  

"I feel great," the 41-year-old said. "I feel like on a buzzing metre from 
like one to 10, I think I'm like a 10 and a half. I feel great right now so I 
just want to keep this going." 

Thornton only has one assist in the last 21 games, but the 6-foot-4, 220-
pounder nicknamed 'Jumbo' is finding other ways to influence games. 
Thornton is tied with Wayne Simmonds for the team lead in hits (13) over 
the last four games.  

"I'm just feeling comfortable," said Thornton. "The last probably two 
weeks I kind of feel I know my role now and I feel really good. I got great 
legs. It's just, this time of year, you got to get excited. The sun starts 
coming out and I feel really good. I just know my game and I know how I 
can be effective now and I can't wait for things to come."  

Thornton started the year skating with Matthews and Marner on the top 
line and played with the top power-play unit, but has found himself on the 
fourth line and second power-play unit of late.  

"Joe has really adjusted his game," noted Keefe prior to puck drop on 
Sunday. "I think he has been our most physical forward in our last few 
games and he's making really good and efficient, simple plays with the 
puck and advancing it. I've been happy with that." 

"He's a huge body," said Spezza. "There's not many guys that size 
anymore and he's a guy who uses his frame well. I think he plays really 
well when he has that physicality, especially in terms of protecting the 
puck. I thought he protected the puck really well last night and gave us 
time to get open as his linemates." 

Keefe acknowledged he'd like to get more offensive production from 
Thornton and Simmonds, who has one goal and two assists in 15 games 
since returning from a broken wrist.  

"You'd want to see a little bit more, but a lot of their production as well is 
directly linked to the power play and the power play hasn't been going 
very well for anybody," Keefe noted. "When that's not happening, it tends 
to leak into your five-on-five game as well." 

Despite scoring on the man advantage on Sunday, the Leafs are still only 
2-for-46 over the last 18 games dating back to March 10.  

Lines at Monday's practice:  

F 

Galchenyuk - Matthews - Marner 

Nylander - Tavares - Kerfoot  

Robertson - Brooks - Spezza  

Thornton - Engvall - Simmonds  

D 

Rielly - Holl 

Muzzin - Brodie  

Sandin - Bogosian  

Dermott - Liljegren 

Marinicin  

G 

Campbell  

Rittich 

Power-play units at Monday's practice:  

Rielly  

Matthews - Tavares - Robertson  
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Marner  

Sandin  

Galchenyuk - Thornton - Spezza  

Simmonds 
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TSN.CA / With injured Hyman out, Leafs coach says others will ‘step up’ 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Maple Leafs forward Zach Hyman has a sprained MCL in 
his right knee and will miss at least two weeks, but head coach Sheldon 
Keefe says his team “shouldn't miss a beat” during his absence with 
reinforcements already on the way. 

The Leafs’ winger was injured in the second period of Toronto’s 3-2 
overtime loss to the Canucks in Vancouver on Sunday, moving through 
the neutral zone when Alex Edler’s outstretched right leg tripped him up. 
Hyman left the game and would not return, while Edler was assessed a 
five-minute major penalty and game misconduct. The Canucks’ 
defenceman was subsequently suspended for two games by the NHL’s 
Department of Player Safety on Monday.  

In the wake of Hyman’s loss, there’s help on the horizon, too. Toronto’s 
trade deadline acquisition Nick Foligno is nearly done his mandatory 
seven-day quarantine, and is scheduled to join the Leafs in Winnipeg on 
Wednesday ahead of their clashes with the Jets on Thursday and 
Saturday.  

That’s just one of the reasons Keefe will accept no excuses during this 
latest patch of adversity. 

“What injuries do is creates opportunities for others," Keefe said after 
Monday’s practice. It forces some change and different things. We've got 
other people that can fill in. We've played without important people 
throughout the season and played some of our best hockey when we've 
missed guys. We've just got to give Hyms time to get healthy and know 
he'll come back strong. Our team shouldn't miss a beat.” 

Hyman has been a jack-of-all-trades throughout his career in Toronto, 
capable of playing any role throughout the lineup while consistently being 
a top producer offensively. His 15 goals in 43 games this season are 
second only to Auston Matthews, and he’s fourth overall in points with 
33.  

A key contributor on the penalty kill and power play, Hyman paces all 
Leafs’ forwards in shorthanded ice time (1:58/game) and chips in regular 
minutes (1:30/game) on the man advantage.  

The versatile forward, who is set to become an unrestricted free agent at 
the end of this season, has a recent history of knee injuries. He tore the 
ACL in his right knee – the same knee he injured on Sunday – during the 
first round of the NHL playoffs in 2019 and required surgery, putting into 
perspective how much worse this current ailment could have been. 

“If he can get himself back in two weeks that would be great news for us,” 
Keefe said. “These types of hits and the type of contact can have some 
pretty bad results so we'll take it. Our team will just press on. We'll miss 
him, but other people will step up and that in itself will make us a stronger 
group here down the stretch.” 

Having Foligno in the wings cushions the blow as well. The team is 
supposed to arrive in Winnipeg late on Wednesday and will be greeted 

by the former Columbus Blue Jackets’ captain, fresh from a week-long 
isolation. 

“It's going to be nice to see Nick when we get out there and welcome him 
to our team,” Keefe said. “It will certainly give us a boost at a time that 
you lose a significant piece to your team. Whether it's injuries, 
performance, whatever it is, you need to be able to have answers to 
questions that come up.” 

Before Toronto starts heading back east, there’s one more game against 
the Canucks looming on Tuesday. And what the Leafs’ lineup will look 
like remains to be seen.  

In a strange turn, William Nylander was singled out at Monday’s practice 
by having to don a grey seater generally reserved for taxi squad players. 
The winger just returned Sunday from a five-game absence due to 
COVID-19 protocols and scored the opening salvo for Toronto in 
Sunday’s overtime loss.  

Nylander did not take reps in his usual spot on the Leafs’ power play and 
only stepped into a regular line rush when Ilya Mikheyev left practice for 
unknown reasons. Keefe said the demotion for Nylander was caused by 
a disciplinary issue that could affect whether he plays on Tuesday. 

“It was a simple [as Nylander] was late for a meeting here this morning 
and his status was that he wasn't going to play tomorrow,” Keefe said. 
“And so we had him on the outside here for today for practice and we're 
going to discuss it and reassess it for tomorrow night's game.” 

Toronto has come down hard on players in the past for tardiness. Last 
season, former winger Kasperi Kapanen was benched for a night after 
missing a scheduled team meeting. But Keefe’s potential change of heart 
with Nylander appeared to stem from Mikheyev’s unexplained departure 
from Monday’s session.  

Mikheyev had been the first Leaf on the ice for practice, and then spent a 
couple minutes talking to trainer Paul Ayotte on the bench prior to high-
tailing it off. Keefe had no update on him after, and said Mikheyev is 
“questionable” for Tuesday’s game. If he is unable to play, Keefe would 
have little choice but to slot Nylander back in.  

And it’s hard to argue that wouldn’t be in Toronto’s best interest. The 
Leafs are riding a four-game winless streak into Tuesday night, and 
haven’t scored more than two goals in any of those outings. Nylander 
already has one against the Canucks on this trip, and the Leafs will be 
eyeing more production – from whomever is tapped to play – on 
Tuesday.  

“We're a team that's [done] well for a long period of time, we’ve proven 
that we're one of the better teams, and we just need to stick to our 
foundation,” said Jason Spezza. “I feel like right now, we [need to] know 
what works for us and appreciate the process of this time of year. We 
have some big games coming up and it’s good for us to just keep 
working away.” 
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TSN.CA / Staal off the pace so far in Montreal 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

The Canadiens are fifth in 5-on-5 goal differential this season, 18 goals 
better than their opponents. The Vegas Golden Knights (+29) and 
Toronto Maple Leafs (+26) are two teams within striking distance of the 
Canadiens – two teams with genuine Stanley Cup aspirations. 

Between head coaches Claude Julien and Dominique Ducharme, the 
Canadiens have found a competitive advantage through pace of play. 
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They attack relentlessly in the offensive zone, and are even aggressive – 
in some cases, perhaps too aggressive – attacking opposing puck-
carriers through the neutral and defensive thirds. But at the end of the 
day the Canadiens know they are going to leverage a speed and 
precision advantage to generate a shot advantage. It’s why they are 
+387 in 5-on-5 shots, second to only the Colorado Avalanche, and it’s a 
carryover from last season’s trend. 

That brings me to trade deadline acquisition of veteran forward Eric 
Staal. General manager Marc Bergevin wanted to shore up the centre 
position for obvious reasons, with the team in need of a playmaker. 

The 36-year-old presented an interesting opportunity – a buy-low 
candidate thanks to the futility of the Buffalo Sabres this season, and a 
player who showed signs of life a year prior in Minnesota. The cost was 
not significant either. The Canadiens had to part with a third- and fifth-
round pick, with the Sabres retaining salary. 

The one concern I had with the trade was that Staal is not a fleet-of-foot 
skater anymore; that much was obvious watching him play in Buffalo. 
And to play in the Montreal system, pace is a minimum requirement. The 
Canadiens have tried moving Staal around a bit – he’s seen most of his 
time so far with Jonathan Drouin, Corey Perry, Tyler Toffoli, and Artturi 
Lehkonen. 

Stall is off to a slow start offensively, with a goal and no assists in eight 
games. More concerning is the time Montreal is spending defending the 
run of play with Staal on the ice. Consider the Canadiens since the trade 
deadline at a skater level for a moment: 

You never want to react to eight games, and you definitely do not want to 
react to eight games if you are looking at just goal differentials. I can find 
a bad eight-game stretch by pure goal differential for any player in the 
league: Connor McDavid went through an identical run during a stretch in 
March of 2019, and he’s been regarded as the world’s best player for 
years now. Whenever a player is getting 86.5 per cent goaltending 
behind him (like Staal has so far in Montreal), you need to exercise a bit 
of patience. 

The shots – and really, where the puck is being possessed and by whom 
– is what is more concerning. Whereas most of the Canadiens are still in 
the green across the board, Staal is not. The only other players who 
stand out in the negative just so happen to be the players who have been 
skating with Staal since the trade. 

A lot of the underwhelming numbers result from defending the run of play 
for long stretches – it means more survival shifts, rendering offensive 
opportunity quite limited. A sampling of Montreal’s shot profile with 
Staal’s line on the ice is a bit scary (via HockeyViz): 

In summary: very few shots generated, and they are coming from the 
most distant of areas in the offensive zone. Most concerningly, there is 
nothing in the low slot. 

The good news for the Canadiens is that they still have 14 regular-
season games to work Staal into the lineup in preparation for a playoff 
run. 

But the runway is quite short right now due to the truncated season, and 
it will be fascinating to see if the new head coach has a short leash with a 
veteran player. If Montreal doesn’t start seeing better results soon from 
the Staal line (and really, the bottom-six forward group), you would have 
to imagine lineup changes are around the corner. 
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