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For the Hurricanes, the playoff push is as easy as winning  — and staying healthy  

By Chip Alexander  

Call it hockey’s Catch-22. 

The Carolina Hurricanes want to keep winning games as the 
regular season winds down. They want to win the Central 
Division and secure home-ice advantage in the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. They want to be playing their best hockey when the 
playoffs begin next month. 

But Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour also wants to have a 
healthy, energized team going into the playoffs. He doesn’t 
have the luxury of using second- and third-teamers when the 
Canes are ahead in games. His top guys keep going over 
the boards. 

“You want to win every game and you want to push and you 
want to make sure you’re playing your best, but there’s a fine 
line, too,” Brind’Amour said on a media call Tuesday. “I see it 
now. I see it in how we’ve pushed hard all year. I think that’s 
the only way to do it but I also know it takes a toll mentally 
and physically.” 

In the past two games against the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
Brind’Amour has had forward Martin Necas leveled by a 
vicious open-ice hit on Monday and then defenseman Brady 
Skjei hit from behind Tuesday and his head banged into the 
glass with 1:40 left in the first period. 

Necas shook it off and came back into the game. Skjei tried 
one more shift after the hit from Blake Coleman but could not 
continue. No penalty was called on the play. 

“I know nothing’s going to happen but we’ve got a guy now 
that might have a concussion,” he said. “So I’m not happy 
about that.” 

The Canes won 4-1 on Tuesday, spreading out more 
minutes among the five defensemen. Jaccob Slavin, Dougie 
Hamilton and Brett Pesce each played about 24 minutes, 
and Jake Gardiner and Jani Hakanpaa both more than 18. 

“Skjei is a big piece on the back end but those five guys 
picked up the slack and really kind of hammered it home 
there for us,” said goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, who picked up his 
11th win of the season with a 26-save game. 

Added Brind’Amour: “The guys dug in, plain and simple.” 

‘I’m proud of our line’ 

The Canes (30-10-5) now face what could be two more 
intense, physical, mentally draining road games against the 
Florida Panthers. The teams are tied at the top of the Central 

with 65 points, three ahead of Tampa Bay, but the Canes 
have two games-in-hand on the Panthers and lead the 
division in winning percentage (.722.) 

If Skjei can’t go, Brind’Amour has defenseman Jake Bean 
ready to jump back into the lineup. Bean was a healthy 
scratch the past two games as Gardiner and Hakanpaa were 
the third defensive pair. 

Brind’Amour also might give a few more shifts and minutes 
to his fourth line to ease the weight on the top nine forwards. 
Steven Lorentz, Cedric Paquette and Morgan Geekie gave 
the Canes some high-octane play Tuesday and Lorentz 
scored his second goal of the season off a Geekie pass for a 
3-0 lead. 

“That line was probably our best line tonight,” said forward 
Nino Niederreiter, who scored the Canes’ first goal. “They 
were constantly in the O-zone, got pucks in deep. It was 
probably the best game I’ve seen them play so far. I feel like 
they’re gaining confidence more and more, and they were 
really, really good tonight.” 

Lorentz had 11:22 of ice time Tuesday after getting 11:30 in 
the 3-2 overtime loss to Tampa Bay on Monday in which the 
Canes were outplayed much of the night but pulled out a 
point. 

“I’m proud of our line in that we responded the way we did 
after (Monday) night,” Lorentz said. “We kind of got hemmed 
in our end by their fourth line pretty much the whole game. 
We kind of looked ourselves in the mirror and before this one 
we got together and we said, ‘Hey, look, we have to be a lot 
better’ and I think we were. 

“I was very happy with the way our line played tonight and 
we just have to keep that energy moving forward into 
Florida.” 

Sounds like a veteran center, yes? Lorentz, a rookie, now 
has played 34 NHL games. 

“They certainly held their own and obviously contributed,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It makes it easier, especially when there’s 
just so many games that we’re playing. Watching minutes is 
vital.” 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Florida Panthers 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: BB&T Center, Sunrise, Florida 

Watch: BSSO (Bally)
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A look back at the Hurricanes’ season series vs. the Lightning: 5 takeaways, including 
Carolina’s kryptonite 

By Sara Civian 

The Central Division is scary, man, and that realization came 
at me recently from multiple angles. One was waking up after 
the Canes and the Lightning split their regular-season series, 
4-4 in the record books and just about as evenly in our 
hearts. You should read esteemed colleague Joe Smith’s 
analysis of Central Division playoff matchups right now. 

The other was going on Panthers website writer Jameson 
Olive’s podcast: Territory Talk. He asked me where the 
Canes have an advantage over the Panthers, and I didn’t 
really have one specific answer. Vincent Trocheck? That’s 
mean. Five-on-five, power play, penalty kill? It was so funny 
to realize that when you’re comparing two good teams this 
season, the end result of any given game is more random 
than ever. 

The Canes, Lightning and Panthers are all pretty much 
equally scary. 

That’s not to say we’ve learned nothing other than that each 
game’s a coin flip from the regular-season series between 
the Hurricanes and Lightning. Here’s a look back, beginning 
with five takeaways: 

1. Goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic needs to be taken 
seriously 

2. It isn’t just a cliche that captain Jordan Staal leads 
by example 

3. You gotta show up in the first period 

4. This team can actually respond to adversity 

5. Brady Skjei has some thicc lungs 

Jan. 28, 1-0 Hurricanes (OT): The Hurricanes returned from 
their COVID-19 protocol shutdown to beat the Lightning 1-0 
in overtime. Petr Mrazek made 32 saves, and Martin Necas’ 
game-winner was also his first goal of the season, coming 
just after he posted the now-iconic “Patiently waiting” selfie 
on Instagram. In retrospect, this could’ve been the game 
where Necas truly earned Rod Brind’Amour’s trust. His 19:37 
of playing time was a career-high, and he played in every 
situation — then he went on to score the overtime winner. 
Necas’ emergence as a multi-dimensional player has been 
huge in Teuvo Teravainen’s absence and for the team 
overall. This game was also a hint that Staal was about to 
embark on a magical season, with a beautiful assist on 
Necas’ goal in his return from COVID-19 protocol. The 
Canes were missing five NHL regulars and had just exited a 
10-day teamwide quarantine. It’s not like this one-goal, 
overtime win early in the season made them the undisputed 
best team in the history of hockey, but it was our first glimpse 
of a resilient personality that stuck with this team all season. 

Feb. 20, 4-0 Hurricanes: Where were you when Nedeljkovic 
posted his first career shutout against the defending 
champs? This was one of those games that showed exactly 
what the Hurricanes are capable of when they are ~playing 
their game.~ Nedeljkovic stepped up when he needed to, but 
he rarely needed to because the defense in front of him was 
so strong. A multi-point game from Sebastian Aho and goals 
from Trocheck and Cedric Paquette perfectly dispersed the 
scoring and won the matchup game. You aren’t going to do 
that every night, but the Hurricanes knowing they’re capable 
of it will be a mental boost for a young core come playoffs. 

Feb. 22, 4-2 Lightning: The Lightning were obviously coming 
in hot after two straight losses to the Canes. Rough starts 
have proved the Hurricanes’ biggest kryptonite this season, 
and although they were winning at the end of the first, the 
lack of discipline would catch up to them in the third. Jesper 
Fast scored the only two goals, aka your best players weren’t 
your best players. James Reimer was in net, and Teravainen 
was still out with an upper-body injury. 

Feb. 24, 3-0 Lightning: This time the Canes were shut out by 
the Lightning and held without a goal for the first time all 
season. It really drove home the rough-start-kryptonite 
narrative. It’s funny to see how things unfold when you’re 
looking back on them, and the team’s eventual response to 
Staal’s postgame comments shows how much they respect 
him. “Our starts are what’s been killing us,” he said. “It’s hard 
to come back in this league, especially against one of the 
best. You can’t put yourself in too big of a hole. I thought we 
did get some chances toward the second and third and 
started creating some plays, but it’s too little, too late 
sometimes. We have to have a better start and be ready on 
time.” The defense was uncharacteristically bad, Andrei 
Vasilevskiy was characteristically good, and that’s basically 
all there was to it. 

Feb. 25, 3-1 Lightning: Despite the loss, the Canes played 
way harder and smarter than they had been leading into this 
one — and Brett Pesce opened up scoring in the first. 
Reimer saved 19 of 21 shots on goal, and it was one of 
those games you can’t blame the goalie but wish he could 
have held on in the third period. If you hadn’t already, you 
probably came around to keeping Nedeljkovic in the rotation 
after this game. 

March 27, 4-3 Canes: The Canes were back in the win 
column a month later thanks to a four-point night from Necas 
that finally made me write this. He willed this team to a win, 
and the realization that multiple players on this team have 
the ability to do that on any given night made you think that 
maybe insane skill can sometimes — sometimes — 
outpower a few mistakes. 

April 19, 3-2 Lightning (OT): These teams were sick and tired 
of each other — and probably playing 1,000 hockey games 
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in four days — at this point, and here’s where the series 
starts giving off extreme playoff vibes. We got a mixed bag in 
this one. We got the return of the artist formerly known as 
Power Play Svech, we got a clean-by-the-rules-but-still-
doesn’t-totally-sit-right-and-please-don’t-touch-the-art hit to 
Necas, we got Tripp Tracy knowing about and talking about 
Skjei’s lung capacity, and most of all we got a fire back that 
has been impossible to maintain. This season is exhausting 
and has drawn out existential dread among fans, media and, 
yes, players even if they aren’t allowed to admit it. This game 
snapped us all back again, and I’m thankful for it. It was 
interesting to me that Brind’Amour didn’t love the Hurricanes’ 
overall performance. I thought it was good, lol, but I also 
think a lot about things coaches and players need to tell 
themselves and each other to stay motivated, especially 
when they have to turn around and do it all again less than 
24 hours later. I can’t stop thinking about what Trocheck told 
me a few weeks ago when I asked him his opinion on 
Brind’Amour: “I feel like I compliment him so often in the 
media, but he’s just been incredible. I can’t say enough great 
things about Roddy. He’s been awesome to play for,” he 
responded. “He’s been one of my favorite coaches to play 
for, ever. He’s a great player’s coach. He makes sure we’re 
all prepared every night. Even just coming into the locker 
room before the game and giving his pregame speeches. It 
seems like every night he has something new to fire us up. 
Every game, it’s like, how does he keep doing this, he makes 
me want to run through a brick wall. I think it’s important 

every season, especially in the big games that really count, 
like tonight and in the playoffs. Every season, having a coach 
who cares that much is important.” If we’re all pawns in the 
preparation game, then so be it. 

April 20, 4-1 Canes: Yeah, Brind’Amour knowing exactly 
what to say to players to get them going in any circumstance 
couldn’t be more apparent than this: a 4-1 bounce-back win 
after the team played well enough the night before. That’s 
the definition of the “Digging in” Tracy talks about. It also 
might’ve been the first manifestation of what Staal actually 
means to these guys. We’ve heard all about it, we’ve forced 
Sidney Crosby and Justin Williams to describe it in three 
words, we care about the faceoffs. But the Staal-Yanni 
Gourde incident of 2021 somehow captured all the facets of 
Staal in, like, five seconds. 

Steven Lorentz: “That’s exactly what a captain does, right 
there — that’s textbook. Jordo, he’s a guy that just leads by 
example. He’s not the most talkative guy, but he could’ve 
turned around maybe punched him in the head after taking 
three or four cross-checks like that, but he kept his cool, he 
let Gourde kind of hang off of him and give him those shots. 
Then the puck went up to the point and he just stood his 
ground, did his job and took the puck in. It honestly got such 
a loud reaction from the bench … when your captain is doing 
stuff like that, it just makes you want to go out and do it 
yourself on the next shift.”
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Preview: Hurricanes at Panthers 

Canes look to defend first place in South Florida 

By Michael Smith 

FORT LAUDERDALE - After claiming three of a possible four 
points in Tampa, the Carolina Hurricanes are set to square 
off against the Florida Panthers to defend first place in the 
Central Division. 

The Match-Up 

Carolina Hurricanes (30-10-5, 65 points) at Florida 
Panthers (30-12-5, 65 points) 

Thursday, April 22, 7 p.m. 

Watch: Bally Sports South, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

Numbers to Know 

6: Vincent Trocheck, who has recorded at least a point in 16 
of his last 18 games (8g, 14a), has scored in all six games 
against the Panthers this season. 

2016: After Jake Gardiner sparred with Alex Killorn on April 
19, Jordan Martinook's fight against Barclay Goodrow the 
next night marked the first time the Canes have been 
assessed fighting majors on consecutive nights since Jan. 8-

9, 2016 when Brad Malone dropped the gloves against 
Bradon Dubsinsky and Jared Boll of the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. 

The Opposition 

Last five games: 4-0-1, 9 points 
At home: 16-4-3, 35 points 
CAR vs. FLA: 5-0-1 
Leading scorer: Jonathan Huberdeau, 49 points (16g, 33a) in 
47 games 

The Panthers enter this game having won three straight and 
four of their last five games (4-0-1). Spencer Knight turned 
aside 33 of 34 shots in his NHL debut, backstopping the 
Panthers to a 5-1 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets on 
Tuesday. Florida owns the same number of points in the 
standings as the Canes (65), but they've played two more 
games. 

The Last Meeting 

Alex Nedeljkovic made 24 saves on 24 shots to earn his third 
shutout of the season, while Sebastian Aho, Vicent Trocheck 
and Martin Necas scored in a 3-0 win earlier this month. 

"Ned came up with saves when he had to," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "You need those saves at the right time, 
and he [made those] tonight."
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Super 16: Vegas new No. 1, Stars, Rangers enter NHL.com power rankings 

Hurricanes, Panthers move up; Blues, Canadiens drop out 

By Dan Rosen 

The Vegas Golden Knights have moved into the top spot in 
the weekly NHL.com Super 16 power rankings. 

Vegas moved ahead of the Colorado Avalanche, who 
haven't played since April 14 because of NHL COVID-19 
protocol. 

The Carolina Hurricanes moved up two spots to No. 3 and 
the Florida Panthers moved up three to No. 8. Carolina and 
Florida are tied for first place in the Discover Central 
Division. 

The Dallas Stars (No. 14) and New York Rangers (No. 16) 
earned enough voting points to get into the Super 16 this 
week, knocking out the St. Louis Blues and Montreal 
Canadiens. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members put together his or her version of 
what they think it should look like. Those were submitted and 
a point total assigned to each.  

The team that was selected first was given 16 points, second 
got 15, third 14 and so on down to No. 16, which got one 
point.  

Here is the Super 16: 
  
1. Vegas Golden Knights (33-11-2) 
Total points: 217 
Last week: No. 2 

The Golden Knights are the first team this season to clinch a 
Stanley Cup Playoff berth. Vegas has won eight in a row and 
leads the Honda West Division. 

2. Colorado Avalanche (30-9-4) 
Total points: 215 
Last week: No. 1 

The Avalanche haven't played since April 14 because of 
NHL COVID-19 protocol. They are scheduled to return at the 
St. Louis Blues on Thursday. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (30-10-5) 
Total points: 189 
Last week: No. 5 

The Hurricanes have allowed six goals in a four-game point 
streak (3-0-1) and rookie goalie Alex Nedeljkovic has allowed 
two goals on 79 shots (.975 save percentage) in his three-
game winning streak since April 8. Carolina is tied for first in 

the Central Division with the Florida Panthers with two 
games in hand. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (30-14-2) 
Total points: 171 
Last week: No. 3 

The Lightning have lost three of their past five games and 
eight of 14 since March 25. They have fallen into third place 
in the Central, three points behind the Hurricanes and 
Panthers. Center Steven Stamkos has missed six games 
with a lower-body injury. 

5. Florida Panthers (30-12-5) 
Total points: 161 
Last week: No. 8 

The Panthers have won three straight games and have a 
point in five straight (4-0-1) with a plus-8 goal differential (19-
11) since losing three in a row from April 6-10. Sam Bennett 
has scored five points (three goals, two assists) and is plus-7 
in three games since the forward was traded to Florida by 
the Calgary Flames on April 12.  

6. Washington Capitals (29-13-4) 
Total points: 150 
Last week: No. 4 

Anthony Mantha has scored in all four games since the 
forward was traded to Washington by the Detroit Red Wings 
on April 12. The Capitals have allowed 14 goals in losing two 
of their past three games. They are tied for first in the 
MassMutual East Division with the New York Islanders. Each 
team has 10 games remaining and play each other three 
straight times starting Thursday. 

7. New York Islanders (29-13-4) 
Total points: 147 
Last week: No. 7 

The Islanders are 20-for-21 on the penalty kill (95.2 percent) 
in nine games since April 3. They are 6-3-0 in those games.  

8. Toronto Maple Leafs (28-13-5) 
Total points: 115 
Last week: No. 6 

The Maple Leafs are 0-3-2 since going 9-0-1 from March 20-
April 10. They have scored a power-play goal in back-to-
back games after scoring one in 17 games from March 11-
April 15 (1-for-42). Toronto is first in the Scotia North 
Division. 
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9. Pittsburgh Penguins (29-14-3) 
Total points: 114 
Last week: No. 9 

Sidney Crosby has scored 23 points (seven goals, 16 
assists) in 16 games since March 20. The center has a point 
in 13 of the 16 games and the Penguins are 11-3-2. Crosby 
has gone back-to-back games without a point twice this 
season. Pittsburgh is third in the East, three points behind 
the Capitals and Islanders. 

10. Boston Bruins (26-12-6) 
Total points: 106 
Last week: No. 12 

The Bruins have allowed six goals in a five-game winning 
streak since losing 8-1 to the Capitals on April 11. They are 
fourth in the East, three points behind the Penguins. 

11. Minnesota Wild (29-13-3) 
Total points: 97 
Last week: No. 11 

The Wild, who are third in the West Division, have won four 
straight home games since April 7 and are 15-1-0 at Xcel 
Energy Center since Jan. 31. They're scheduled to play 
seven of their last nine games at home after ending a four-
game road trip at the Los Angeles Kings on Friday and at the 
San Jose Sharks on Saturday. 

12. Winnipeg Jets (27-15-3) 
Total points: 76 
Last week: No. 10 

The Jets scored a power-play goal in four straight games 
before a 3-0 loss to the Edmonton Oilers on Saturday. Blake 
Wheeler is expected to play against the Maple Leafs on 
Thursday. The forward has missed six games with a 
concussion. 

13. Edmonton Oilers (27-16-2) 
Total points: 60 
Last week: No. 13 

The Oilers are trying to catch the Maple Leafs for first in the 
North while jockeying for position in the top three with the 
Jets. Their next eight games are against Winnipeg (two 
games), the Calgary Flames (two games) and Vancouver 
Canucks (four games). Edmonton is 13-7-0 against those 
teams this season, including 5-2-0 against Winnipeg. 

14. Dallas Stars (19-14-12) 
Total points: 25 
Last week: NR 

The Stars have won four in a row, outscoring their opponents 
17-6, and have a point in eight straight games (6-0-2) while 
outscoring opponents 30-13. They are fifth in the Central but 
have three games in hand on the Nashville Predators. 

15. Nashville Predators (25-21-2) 
Total points: 24 
Last week: No. 14 

Matt Duchene has played three games after the forward 
missed 22 with a lower-body injury. Eeli Tolvanen returned 
Wednesday after the forward missed seven games with a 
lower-body injury. Nashville is playing without forwards Filip 

Forsberg (upper body, 14 games missed, week to week) and 
Brad Richardson (lower body, 22 games missed). The 
Predators are fourth in the Central. 

16. New York Rangers (23-17-6) 
Total points: 23 
Last week: NR 

The Rangers had their four-game winning streak and six-
game point streak end in a 6-1 loss to the Islanders on 
Tuesday, when defenseman Jacob Trouba sustained an 
upper-body injury. They are fifth in the East, six points 
behind the Bruins.  

Others receiving points: St. Louis Blues 7, Montreal 
Canadiens 7 

Dropped out: Blues (No. 15), Canadiens (No. 16) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. New York Islanders; 5. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 11. Minnesota Wild; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. New York Rangers; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. 
Nashville Predators 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Washington 
Capitals; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. New York Islanders; 8. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 11. Winnipeg Jets; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. 
Minnesota Wild; 14. Dallas Stars; 15. Montreal Canadiens; 
16. St. Louis Blues 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. New York Islanders; 5. Washington 
Capitals; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. 
Minnesota Wild; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 11. Boston Bruins; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. 
Winnipeg Jets; 14. New York Rangers; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. 
Nashville Predators 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 6. New York Islanders; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. 
Minnesota Wild; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 11. Boston Bruins; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Winnipeg 
Jets; 14. New York Rangers; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Montreal 
Canadiens 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. New York 
Islanders; 6. Washington Capitals; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
8. Boston Bruins; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 11. Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. 
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Edmonton Oilers; 14. New York Rangers; 15. Dallas Stars; 
16. Nashville Predators 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Washington 
Capitals; 6. New York Islanders; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. 
Winnipeg Jets; 9. Florida Panthers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. New 
York Rangers 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Washington 
Capitals; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. 
New York Islanders; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Minnesota 
Wild; 11. Boston Bruins; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. St. 
Louis Blues 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. New York Islanders; 3. 
Colorado Avalanche; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 11. Winnipeg Jets; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. 
Edmonton Oilers; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 
16. New York Rangers 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Washington 
Capitals; 6. Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. New York Islanders; 8. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Minnesota 
Wild; 11. Boston Bruins; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Montreal Canadiens; 16. 
Dallas Stars 

BILL PRICE 

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Washington 

Capitals; 6. Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. New York Islanders; 8. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Minnesota 
Wild; 11. Boston Bruins; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Montreal Canadiens; 16. 
St. Louis Blues 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. 
Colorado Avalanche; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Florida 
Panthers; 6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. 
Winnipeg Jets; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. New York 
Islanders; 11. Washington Capitals; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. 
Minnesota Wild; 14. Dallas Stars; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. 
Nashville Predators 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. 
Minnesota Wild; 9. New York Islanders; 10. Washington 
Capitals; 11. Toronto Maple Leafs; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. 
Dallas Stars; 14. Winnipeg Jets; 15. New York Rangers; 16. 
Nashville Predators 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Florida Panthers; 
6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Carolina Hurricanes; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. New York Islanders; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. New York Rangers; 
14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 6. New York Islanders; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. Florida 
Panthers; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
11. Minnesota Wild; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 
14. New York Rangers; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Dallas 
Stars
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NHL Playoff Watch Daily: It's Throwdown Thursday! 

By Tim Kavanagh 

While the playoff races for the No. 4 seeds around the NHL 
sometimes get more attention, tonight the spotlight will be at 
the teams vying for the top spot in three of the four divisions. 

From the East, the New York Islanders will play host to the 
Washington Capitals, with the home team having won each 
game in this seasons thus far. These teams are knotted at 
62 points apiece, though Washington has more regulation 
wins (24-21), and holds the advantage in head-to-head 
games (for now, at least). 

The Central Division clash features the Carolina Hurricanes 
visiting the Florida Panthers, and this one will stream live on 
ESPN+. The Canes have had their way with the Cats thus 
far, leading the season series 5-1, outscoring the Panthers 
22-13 in the process. These teams are also tied in standings 
points (and regulation wins), though Carolina has two games 
in hand. 

Finally, the North Division showdown pits the host Winnipeg 
Jets against the Toronto Maple Leafs. Toronto has a four-
point lead in the standings, but Winnipeg has a game in 
hand. 

Tonight will be another occasion to deploy your extra 
screens, since all three of those matchups -- and seven of 
the 10 on the slate -- start at 7 p.m. ET. 

As we enter the final stretch of the regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams 
jockeying for position in the 2021 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via Money Puck. Tragic numbers 
are courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

East Division 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 62 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: E1 
Games left: 10 
Next game: @ NYI (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 99.1% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 62 
Regulation wins: 21 
Playoff position: E2 
Games left: 10 
Next game: vs. WSH (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 98.4% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 61 
Regulation wins: 22 
Playoff position: E3 
Games left: 10 
Next game: vs. NJ (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 99.4% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 58 
Regulation wins: 19 
Playoff position: E4 
Games left: 12 
Next game: @ BUF (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 96.2% 
Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 52 
Regulation wins: 20 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 10 
Next game: vs. PHI (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 6.8% 
Tragic number: 15 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 47 
Regulation wins: 13 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 11 
Next game: @ NYR (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 0.2% 
Tragic number: 11 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 34 
Regulation wins: 11 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 11 
Next game: @ PIT (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 31 
Regulation wins: 9 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 10 
Next game: vs. BOS (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: E 
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Central Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 65 
Regulation wins: 22 
Playoff position: C1 
Games left: 11 
Next game: @ FLA (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 65 
Regulation wins: 22 
Playoff position: C2 
Games left: 9 
Next game: vs. CAR (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 62 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: C3 
Games left: 10 
Next game: vs. CBJ (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 52 
Regulation wins: 17 
Playoff position: C4 
Games left: 8 
Next game: @ CHI (Apr. 23) 
Playoff chances: 37.5% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 16 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 11 
Next game: @ DET (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 57.6% 
Tragic number: 20 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 49 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Next game: vs. NSH (Apr. 23) 
Playoff chances: 4.9% 
Tragic number: 15 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 39 
Regulation wins: 14 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Next game: vs. DAL (Apr. 22) 

Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: 3 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 39 
Regulation wins: 11 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 8 
Next game: @ TB (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: 3 

North Division 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 61 
Regulation wins: 22 
Playoff position: N1 
Games left: 10 
Next game: @ WPG (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 57 
Regulation wins: 21 
Playoff position: N2 
Games left: 11 
Next game: vs. TOR (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 99.9% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 56 
Regulation wins: 25 
Playoff position: N3 
Games left: 11 
Next game: @ WPG (Apr. 26) 
Playoff chances: 98.9% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 49 
Regulation wins: 18 
Playoff position: N4 
Games left: 12 
Next game: @ CGY (Apr. 23) 
Playoff chances: 85.3% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 41 
Regulation wins: 16 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 11 
Next game: vs. MTL (Apr. 23) 
Playoff chances: 8.4% 
Tragic number: 14 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 39 
Regulation wins: 12 
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Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 17 
Next game: vs. OTT (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 7.6% 
Tragic number: 24 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 36 
Regulation wins: 12 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 10 
Next game: @ VAN (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: 7 

West Division 

Vegas Golden Knights - x 

Points: 68 
Regulation wins: 26 
Playoff position: W1 
Games left: 10 
Next game: @ ANA (Apr. 24) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 64 
Regulation wins: 27 
Playoff position: W2 
Games left: 13 
Next game: @ STL (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 61 
Regulation wins: 24 
Playoff position: W3 
Games left: 11 
Next game: @ LA (Apr. 23) 
Playoff chances: 100% 
Tragic number: N/A 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 45 
Regulation wins: 16 
Playoff position: W4 
Games left: 9 
Next game: @ LA (Apr. 24) 
Playoff chances: 21.9% 
Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 44 
Regulation wins: 13 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 13 
Next game: vs. COL (Apr. 22) 
Playoff chances: 46.2% 
Tragic number: 25 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 41 
Regulation wins: 12 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 10 
Next game: vs. MIN (Apr. 24) 
Playoff chances: 6.3% 
Tragic number: 18 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 40 
Regulation wins: 15 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 13 
Next game: vs. MIN (Apr. 23) 
Playoff chances: 25.5% 
Tragic number: 21 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 35 
Regulation wins: 9 
Playoff position: N/A 
Games left: 9 
Next game: vs. VGS (Apr. 24) 
Playoff chances: 0% 
Tragic number: 8 

Current playoff matchups 

East Division 

No. 1 Washington Capitals vs. No. 4 Boston Bruins 
No. 2 New York Islanders vs. No. 3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Central Division 

No. 1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. No. 4 Nashville Predators 
No. 2 Florida Panthers vs. No. 3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

North Division 

No. 1 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. No. 4 Montreal Canadiens 
No. 2 Winnipeg Jets vs. No. 3 Edmonton Oilers 

West Division 

No. 1 Vegas Golden Knights vs. No. 4 Arizona Coyotes 
No. 2 Colorado Avalanche vs. No. 3 Minnesota Wild 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top 
of the first round, so the team that finishes in last place is not 
guaranteed the No. 1 selection. New for 2021, a team may 
move up a maximum of 10 spots if it wins the lottery, so only 
11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 pick. Full 
details on the process can be found here. 

1. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 31 
Regulation wins: 9 

2. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 34 
Regulation wins: 11 
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3. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 35 
Regulation wins: 9 

4. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 36 
Regulation wins: 12 

5. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 39 
Regulation wins: 11 

6. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 39 
Regulation wins: 12 

7. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 39 
Regulation wins: 14 

8. Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 40 
Regulation wins: 15 

9. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 41 
Regulation wins: 12 

10. Calgary Flames 

Points: 41 
Regulation wins: 16 

11. St. Louis Blues 

Points: 44 
Regulation wins: 13 

12. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 47 
Regulation wins: 13 

13. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 47 
Regulation wins: 14 

14. Dallas Stars 

Points: 50 
Regulation wins: 16 

15. New York Rangers 

Points: 52 
Regulation wins: 20
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NHL expansion draft: Revisiting the Hurricanes’ mock protection list post trade deadline 

A few changes are needed from our last mock expansion 
draft protection list. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The NHL’s 2021 season has certainly been an unusual one. 
The schedule was shortened to 56 games, and each team is 
only playing games within the league’s restructured divisions, 
largely due to COVID travel restrictions in Canada.  

It’s probably safe to expect the 2021-22 season to look a bit 
more normal, with one glaring exception: The league’s 
number of teams will once again grow, from 31 to 32, as the 
Seattle Kraken officially join the NHL’s ranks. That means 
that this offseason will include an expansion draft on July 21, 
in which former Hurricanes general manger Ron Francis will 
select one player from each existing NHL team (Vegas 
excepted) to fill out his roster.  

With that in mind, it’s a good time to revisit the Canes’ mock 
expansion protection list I made last offseason. While the 
core of the list will stay the same, there’s a few changes that 
need to be made based on bounce-back seasons and 
trades.  

The obvious change is the Canes trading Haydn Fleury, who 
would have been a prime target for Francis, to Anaheim at 
the trade deadline. It was extremely unlikely that the Canes 
would have protected Fleury, and now in addition to 
balancing their D pairings with the addition of Jani 
Hakanpaa, they no longer risk losing him for nothing.  

But there are a few other adjustments needed from my 
original list, which we’ll take a look at below.  

Before we get started, a few reminders on the expansion 
draft’s rules, which will be the same as 2017: 

 NHL teams can protect either seven forwards, three 
defensemen and a goalie or eight skaters 
(regardless of position) and a goalie 

 All players with no movement clauses must be 
protected unless they agree to waive it 

 First and second-year players and unsigned draft 
picks are exempt and don’t count towards 
protection totals 

 Every team must expose one defenseman who is 
under contract in 2021-22 and played in at least 40 
games in 20-21 or 70 total games the last two 
seasons (wouldn’t be stunned if those numbers get 
adjusted with a likely shortened season) and two 
forwards that meet the same requirement 

 Every team must expose one goaltender who is 
under contract for 2021-22 or a restricted free agent 
(an RFA goalie must receive a qualifying offer prior 
to the expansion draft) 

While the rule about first and second year players being 
exempt isn’t nearly as advantageous as it was for Carolina in 
2017, when the team didn’t have to use protection slots on 
any of Sebastian Aho, Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce and Noah 
Hanifin, it does come with one plus: Martin Necas, who is 
blossoming into a star forward in his second season as a full-
time NHLer, is exempt.  

We’re going to go with the seven forwards and three 
defenseman model. While the Canes could use the eight 
skaters model in order to protect four defensemen (more on 
that in a bit), that would leave the team forced to expose one 
of its top forwards.  

Now, the list, including some notes about fulfilling the Canes’ 
exposure requirements.  

Forwards 

Original list: Jordan Staal (NMC), Sebastian Aho, Teuvo 
Teravainen, Andrei Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck, Warren 
Foegele, Morgan Geekie 

New list: Jordan Staal (NMC), Sebastian, Aho, Teuvo 
Teravainen, Andrei Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck, Nino 
Niederreiter, Jesper Fast 

There’s a couple noteworthy changes here, though most of it 
stays the same. Staal has to be protected due to his no-
move clause, and would anyway as the team’s captain and 
lockdown two-way center. There was no chance of any of the 
big three of Aho, Teravainen and Svechnikov being exposed 
then, and there isn’t now.  

While I had Trocheck on my original list, it’s worth noting I 
didn’t consider him a total lock, and wanted to see him prove 
he could get back to his Florida form as a dynamic top-six 
center. Has he ever. Trocheck has been every bit the player 
the Hurricanes hoped he could be, a dominant force in all 
three zones. He’s not going anywhere.  

The big changes I made are swapping Nino Niederreiter and 
Jesper Fast in for Warren Foegele and Morgan Geekie.  

Coming off a down year in 2020-21 and with a $5.25-million 
cap hit for two more seasons, this time last year the 
Hurricanes probably would have been thrilled to see Francis 
take Niederreiter off their hands.  

But he’s had exactly the kind of bounce-back year Carolina 
needed from him, as he sits third on the team with 15 goals. 
Coming off this kind of season, and with just one year left on 
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his contract, it’s hard to imagine the Canes exposing 
Niederreiter now.  

When I last did this exercise, Fast was a bit of an unknown 
commodity. But he’s proven himself to be a great fit for this 
team, capable of playing either alongside Jordan Staal on 
the checking line or up the lineup in a pinch. He’s a strong 
two-way winger who can play on both the power play and 
penalty kill. With two years left at a very reasonable $2 
million AAV, it seems logical the Canes would want to protect 
Fast.  

Morgan Geekie comes off the protected list after not 
becoming the lineup regular many expected after his cup of 
coffee last season. If the Canes either qualify Warren 
Foegele or re-sign him before the expansion draft, I could 
see them protecting him instead of Fast, but I’d have the 
Swedish winger ahead of Foegele on the pecking order as of 
now.  

As for the two forward exposure requirement, it’s relatively 
simple. If the Canes extend a qualifying offer to Foegele, 
either he or Fast fills one spot. As long as Steven Loretnz 
plays seven more games this season, he fills the other. 

Defensemen 

Original list: Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce, Dougie Hamilton 

New list: Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce, Dougie Hamilton OR 
Jake Bean 

This is where things really start to get interesting. There’s no 
reason to spend time on Slavin and Pesce here. They’re 
staying.  

When I did this list in November, I assumed the Hurricanes 
would have Dougie Hamilton extended by now. But they’ve 
tabled contract talks to the offseason. Hamilton has certainly 
made the case to be re-signed, as he’s once again been an 
elite play driver from the back end and sits fourth among 
NHL defensemen in both points and assists this season.  

Both sides seem to want to get a deal done, but Hamilton 
won’t come cheap, and it’ll be a matter of finding a term and 
price both sides can agree on. If he’s re-signed before the 
draft, this is simple: Slavin, Pesce and Hamilton all get 
protected. 

Of course, not re-signing Hamilton until after the expansion 
draft could be a strategic move. The Canes could more or 
less have an agreement in place with Hamilton but wait to 
sign it, leaving them an open protected spot for Jake Bean.  

If the Canes aren’t using a spot on Hamilton, using the last 
one on Bean makes sense. While he’s hit a bit of a rookie 
wall in recent weeks, Bean has shown his promise as an 
offensive defenseman in the NHL, capable of moving the 
puck up the ice and making plays in the offensive zone, with 
a goal and 10 assists on the season.  

Either way, the exposure requirement on defense is settled, 
as Brady Skjei fulfills it. 

Goalie 

Original list: Alex Nedeljkovic 

New list: Alex Nedeljkovic 

This entry is both the same and very, very different. Here’s a 
snippet of what I wrote about Nedlejkovic the first time 
around:  

“I don’t actually expect this to be Nedeljkovic, though him 
playing his way into the team’s long-term plans still isn’t out 
of the realm of possibility.” 

*narrator voice* He played his way into the team’s long-term 
plans, and I now very much expect this to be Nedeljkovic. 
The NHL’s Rookie of the Month for March has been superb 
this season, with a 10-4-2 record, .930 save percentage, 
1.92 goals-against average and three shutouts. As long as 
Nedeljkovic plays two more games this season, he’ll be an 
RFA after the year, and qualifying and protecting him should 
be an easy decision.  

James Reimer will more than likely be moving on, and while 
the Canes could also look to re-sign pending UFA Petr 
Mrazek, that could take until after the draft. Regardless, 
Nedeljkovic looks more than capable of being the team’s 
goalie of the future, and he should be the pick here.  

As for the goalie requirement, extending Jeremy Helvig a 
qualifying offer will take care of that.  

Who’s leaving?  

While it’s possible the Canes cut a deal with Francis, as they 
did with Vegas (which took Connor Brickley) in 2017, barring 
that, the departing face is likely to be one of these players:  

Jake Bean - If Bean goes unprotected, Francis taking him 
feels like a lock. Francis drafted Bean 13th overall in the 
2016 draft. Bean has played reasonably well as a rookie 
defenseman, and should still have plenty of untapped 
potential as a top-four blueliner and NHL power-play 
quarterback. This would likely be an easy call for Francis.  

Brady Skjei - This is an interesting case, especially if Bean is 
protected. On the one hand, Skjei comes at a pretty hefty 
price tag, with a $5.25 million cap hit for three more seasons. 
On the other, he seems to have really settled into the Canes’ 
system and has arguably been their best defenseman in 
recent weeks, breaking up plays, stepping up in the neutral 
zone to force turnovers and using his skating to join the play 
in the offensive zone.  

This one still feels unlikely, but is more plausible than it was 
before this season. 

Warren Foegele - Assuming he’s qualified, Foegele could be 
a likely pick if he’s exposed and Bean isn’t. Francis also 
drafted Foegele, who’s developed into a solid two-way 
forward and good penalty killer capable of making plays on 
the forecheck to chip in offense and also playing on the 
penalty kill.  

Foegele has also proven he’s a player who elevates his 
game late in the season and into the playoffs. This is a pick 
Francis would probably feel good about.  

If Foegele’s protected, Jesper Fast could also be the pick 
here.  

Morgan Geekie/Steven Lorentz - Two young forwards 
Francis drafted who have shown well in limited action in the 
NHL, capable of both playing a strong two-way game in the 
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bottom six and also chipping in some offense, Geekie or 
Lorentz are both plausible, if unlikely, selections.  

While the Hurricanes are almost certain to lose a more 
impactful player than Connor Brickley this time around, 

they’re still in a good spot to project their core and good 
number of their top supporting players. Losing a player like 
Bean, Skjei or Foegele would sting, but would certainly not 
be the end of the world for a loaded Carolina team. 

 

Central Division Weekly Roundup: Log jam at the top heading into final games 

Three points separate the top three teams in the division, 
and the Dallas Stars are knocking on the door for fourth 
place. 

By Zeke Lukow 

1. Carolina Hurricanes: .722 P% (30-10-5) 65 Points 

The Canes have to be happy that they split the season 
series with the Tampa Bay Lightning with a 4-3-1 record. The 
Lightning also came away with a 4-3-1 record so both teams 
came out even on standings points. The Canes aren’t done 
yet, they now go to Sunrise, Florida to finish the season 
series against the current second-place team in the central. 
The Canes still hold the biggest advantage, two games in 
hand, over the Panthers. 

The most recent series against the Lightning also showed 
why the Canes had put so much emphasis on adding 
physicality and size at the trade deadline. The Hurricanes 
have often sat back while teams have taken liberties with 
them (look at the Boston series last year in the bubble). Over 
the last two games, they had two fights and Jani Hakapnaa 
delivered some good hits without sacrificing play on the ice.  

Andrei Svechnikov had been going through a slump with one 
goal in 11 games from April 1-12. His luck turned around 
against the Nashville Predators on Thursday, which started a 
three-game goal streak that came to an end last night. It is 
easy to see that when Svechnikov stops scoring he puts 
more pressure on himself and gets increasingly frustrated 
with each penalty and missed chance. This has taken the 
monkey off his back and gotten him back to his natural 
game. 

2. Florida Panthers: .691 P% (30-12-5) 65 Points 

The Panthers head into the final series against the Canes on 
a three-game winning streak. They have also won four of 
their last five games, with their last consecutive losses 
coming against Carolina. With a 5-1 victory against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets last night, the Panthers closed out 
that season series with a 7-0-1 record. Last night also 
showed that the Panthers now have a three-headed monster 
in goal with the addition of Spencer Knight.  

Knight was drafted by the Panthers 13th overall in the 2019 
draft and signed with Florida after completing his college 
season at Boston College. Knight won his first NHL start last 
night in the winning effort against the Blue Jackets. He 
stopped 33 of the 34 shots he faced, earning a .971 save 
percentage. This will make the thought of losing Chris 
Driedger in the Expansion Draft or free agency easier to 
swallow. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning: .674 P% (30-14-2) 62 Points 

The Lightning are now down three points in the standings 
with only one game in hand over the Panthers and having 

played one more game than the Hurricanes. The Lightning 
now have to make up more than a game against the top 
teams, so Tampa will be rooting for regulation endings in the 
Canes/Panthers series. They also have to do this without 
Steven Stamkos, who is on LTIR and out until May with a 
lower-body injury. His absence could mean Nikita Kucherov 
could return before the playoffs.  

One thing to watch for the Lightning is the durability of Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, who has now started seven of their last eight 
games, including playing both sides of the back-to-back 
against the Canes. They have not had a suitable backup this 
season which has caused them to go 3-6-1 when Vasilevskiy 
has the night off. Tampa still has two more back-to-back sets 
remaining in its 10 remaining games, just how many of those 
can they afford to give Vasilevskiy off to keep him fresh for a 
potential playoff run. 

4. Dallas Stars: .556 P% (19-14-12) 50 Points 

The Dallas Stars have confirmed that they will be without 
Ben Bishop and Alexander Radulov for the rest of the 
season. While Radulov was able to play games this year, he 
now needs surgery to repair a core muscle. Dallas is still 
hoping to get back Tyler Seguin before the end of the 
season. Seguin has joined the team for its upcoming road 
trip against the Detroit Red Wings.  

Seguin’s return could spell bad news for the Canes. While 
the Predators were deemed the hottest team in the NHL, the 
Stars still put together a 13-8-8 record since March and they 
are solidly in fourth place in the division with a 60% chance 
to make the playoffs over the Predators. Seguin is a 50 point 
per year scorer and recorded two goals and 11 assists in the 
playoffs last season. He will now have to be another player 
for the Canes to game plan around in the first round if they 
hold on to the top seed. 

5. Nashville Predators: .543 P% (25-21-1) 51 Points 

With a 5-2 win over the Chicago Blackhawks the Predators, 
their winning ways are back on. Since March 15, the 
Predators have a record of 14-5-0 with two of their losses 
coming against the Carolina Hurricanes. That’s the second-
best record in the league, only behind the Colorado 
Avalance, who have had a 14-1-2 record and 30 standings 
points. The Predators have still been led by their team 
defense and goaltending. Their 88.9% penalty kill has been 
the second best in the league over this time. 

Juuse Saros has still been the best goalie in the league over 
this time. His .951 sv% and 1.59 GAA both rank first since 
the midway point of March. Really their only sustained 
blemish was their two-game mini-sweep at the hands of the 
Canes. They have not fallen off since and are still a 
dangerous team. The Predators do have two more games 
against the Canes; their last two of the season to avoid 
getting fully swept by Carolina.  
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6. Chicago Blackhawks: .511 P% (21-20-5) 47 Points 

With the Predators on a hot streak in the last month and the 
Dallas Stars playing well, the Chicago Blackhawks’ playoff 
chances are all but dead. They now stand solidly sixth in 
playoff odds with just one game in hand on the Preds, who 
sit four points ahead of them and two more games played 
than the Stars, who are a point ahead. The Blackhawks can 
still look at this season as a success while they expected to 
never be close to the playoffs, they have at least had a 
reason to hold their heads high in portions of the season. 

The Blackhawks have only had one month with a winning 
record, February. In that month they went 9-3-1, but have 
since had a record of just 9-13-1. In both March and April, 
they faced Tampa Bay, Florida and Carolina a combined 11 
times with just a 4-6-1 record. They also faced Nashville four 
times, losing each meeting. Their January and February 
were largely boosted by the number of games they played 
against the Detroit Red Wings and Columbus Blue Jackets, 
which was 12 times. The Blackhawks embody the odd 
scheduling differences that went into this season. 

7. Detroit Red Wings: .406 P% (16-25-7) 39 Points 

The Detroit Red Wings made the biggest trade of the 
deadline when they traded Anthony Mantha to the 
Washington Capitals. Ever since the trade, Mantha has 
played notably well with the Caps. However, Vrana has gone 
under the radar with Detroit, largely because of their position 
in the standings. Vrana has been playing well for the Red 
Wings. He has played just two games with the Wings but has 
already recorded a goal. He is also seeing a larger role, 
averaging around four more minutes per game than he was 
in Washington. The only issue is that he missed his third 
game with an illness. 

The Red Wings have also been seeing a good, consistent 
performance out of Evgeny Svechnikov. He has had the 
second-best Corsi on the team in the month of April at 54%. 
While he has just had one assist, he is working to prove 
himself defensively to see more minutes. He is now finally 
seeing over 10 minutes of ice time per game, but if he shows 
his value in the defensive zone, he is much more likely to 
see an increased role in the future.  

8. Columbus Blue Jackets: .406 P% (15-24-9) 39 Points 

The Columbus Blue Jackets have struggled in the last week 
since the trade deadline but that was to be expected. They 
have lost seven straight games Since April 8. Their five 
straight losses after the deadline were to be expected after 
they traded some of their most important players at the 
deadline. This is better news for them, seeing as this gives 
them a chance at a better draft pick for the upcoming draft. 
This has now seen them fall down to tie the Red Wings at 
25th in the league in the standings. One of the better things 
that also happened with the Blue Jackets over the trade 
deadline was making their roster younger on average. 

With the upcoming expansion draft, this was a very crucial 
time to do this. As a refresher, players in their first two years 
will not need to be protected, which means they have the 
ability to protect more of the players they would want to keep 
for the long run. Looking through the roster, that means they 
will really only need to expose two players that play 
significant time for them, Dean Kukan and Eric Robinson. 
The Blue Jackets are very much in the same position as the 
Hurricanes during the last expansion draft, which saw them 
lose nothing in the long term while they were building and 
close to success in the future.

 

   

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article250834089.html 

https://theathletic.com/2534373/2021/04/22/a-look-back-at-the-hurricanes-season-series-vs-the-lightning-5-takeaways-including-carolinas-
kryptonite/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-florida-panthers-carolina-hurricanes/c-323899794 
https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-april-22/c-323886564 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/31307876/nhl-playoff-watch-daily-throwdown-thursday 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/21/22394500/carolina-hurricanes-expansion-draft-ron-francis-jake-bean-dougie-hamilton 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/21/22395563/carolina-hurricanes-central-division-weekly-roundup-4-21-21 
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For the Hurricanes, the playoff push is as easy as winning  — and 
staying healthy 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

APRIL 21, 2021 01:04 PM 

 

Call it hockey’s Catch-22. 

The Carolina Hurricanes want to keep winning games as the regular 
season winds down. They want to win the Central Division and secure 
home-ice advantage in the Stanley Cup playoffs. They want to be playing 
their best hockey when the playoffs begin next month. 

But Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour also wants to have a healthy, 
energized team going into the playoffs. He doesn’t have the luxury of 
using second- and third-teamers when the Canes are ahead in games. 
His top guys keep going over the boards. 

“You want to win every game and you want to push and you want to 
make sure you’re playing your best, but there’s a fine line, too,” 
Brind’Amour said on a media call Tuesday. “I see it now. I see it in how 
we’ve pushed hard all year. I think that’s the only way to do it but I also 
know it takes a toll mentally and physically.” 

In the past two games against the Tampa Bay Lightning, Brind’Amour 
has had forward Martin Necas leveled by a vicious open-ice hit on 
Monday and then defenseman Brady Skjei hit from behind Tuesday and 
his head banged into the glass with 1:40 left in the first period. 

Necas shook it off and came back into the game. Skjei tried one more 
shift after the hit from Blake Coleman but could not continue. No penalty 
was called on the play. 

“I know nothing’s going to happen but we’ve got a guy now that might 
have a concussion,” he said. “So I’m not happy about that.” 

The Canes won 4-1 on Tuesday, spreading out more minutes among the 
five defensemen. Jaccob Slavin, Dougie Hamilton and Brett Pesce each 
played about 24 minutes, and Jake Gardiner and Jani Hakanpaa both 
more than 18. 

“Skjei is a big piece on the back end but those five guys picked up the 
slack and really kind of hammered it home there for us,” said goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic, who picked up his 11th win of the season with a 26-save 
game. 

Added Brind’Amour: “The guys dug in, plain and simple.” 

‘I’M PROUD OF OUR LINE’ 

The Canes (30-10-5) now face what could be two more intense, physical, 
mentally draining road games against the Florida Panthers. The teams 
are tied at the top of the Central with 65 points, three ahead of Tampa 

Bay, but the Canes have two games-in-hand on the Panthers and lead 
the division in winning percentage (.722.) 

If Skjei can’t go, Brind’Amour has defenseman Jake Bean ready to jump 
back into the lineup. Bean was a healthy scratch the past two games as 
Gardiner and Hakanpaa were the third defensive pair. 

Brind’Amour also might give a few more shifts and minutes to his fourth 
line to ease the weight on the top nine forwards. Steven Lorentz, Cedric 
Paquette and Morgan Geekie gave the Canes some high-octane play 
Tuesday and Lorentz scored his second goal of the season off a Geekie 
pass for a 3-0 lead. 

“That line was probably our best line tonight,” said forward Nino 
Niederreiter, who scored the Canes’ first goal. “They were constantly in 
the O-zone, got pucks in deep. It was probably the best game I’ve seen 
them play so far. I feel like they’re gaining confidence more and more, 
and they were really, really good tonight.” 

Lorentz had 11:22 of ice time Tuesday after getting 11:30 in the 3-2 
overtime loss to Tampa Bay on Monday in which the Canes were 
outplayed much of the night but pulled out a point. 

“I’m proud of our line in that we responded the way we did after (Monday) 
night,” Lorentz said. “We kind of got hemmed in our end by their fourth 
line pretty much the whole game. We kind of looked ourselves in the 
mirror and before this one we got together and we said, ‘Hey, look, we 
have to be a lot better’ and I think we were. 

“I was very happy with the way our line played tonight and we just have 
to keep that energy moving forward into Florida.” 

Sounds like a veteran center, yes? Lorentz, a rookie, now has played 34 
NHL games. 

“They certainly held their own and obviously contributed,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It makes it easier, especially when there’s just so many games that 
we’re playing. Watching minutes is vital.” 
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Though Stars control their own playoff destiny, Dallas must be wary of 
tiebreaker scenarios 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

6:18 PM on Apr 21, 2021 CDT — Updated at 6:21 PM on Apr 21, 2021 
CDT 

 

The Stars understand their playoff situation heading into the season’s 
final 11 games. They know they need wins. 

But maybe just as important? What kind of wins. 
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Thanks to a four-game win streak against Columbus and Detroit, the 
Stars enter their game Thursday against Detroit just two points behind 
fourth-place Nashville in the Central Division with three games in hand on 
the Predators. Nashville lost 5-4 in OT to fellow playoff hopeful Chicago 
on Wednesday night, which pulled the Blackhawks within one point of 
Dallas. By points percentage, the Stars are already in fourth place even if 
they are behind on raw points. 

Stars players, coaches and management have said before that this 
season may come down to the final game of the season, which naturally 
brings up possible tiebreaker scenarios. 

Should the Stars end up tied with Nashville in points, the first tiebreaker 
is regulation wins. Dallas has 16 while the Predators have 17. That gap 
may very well close if the Stars continue to play well and wrap up games 
in regulation, especially against the Red Wings on Thursday and 
Saturday. 

If the Stars and Predators are tied in regulation wins, combined 
regulation and overtime wins is the next tiebreaker. The Stars have been 
famously impotent in overtime this season, going 1-6 in games that end 
in overtime (plus 2-6 in shootouts). As a result, the Stars only have 17 
regulation and overtime wins to Nashville’s 20. That’s a bigger hill to 
climb in the final 11 games, though still doable. 

The Stars would also lose the third tiebreaker, which is total wins. Dallas 
has 19; Nashville, 25. 

Dallas will assuredly accept two points in a game, but in a race as tight 
as the Central Division currently is, now ending games in regulation 
becomes an even bigger focus. 

The Stars head to Detroit riding a four-game win streak that matches a 
season high, set when the team began the season 4-0-0 in January. 
Dallas finishes the season with nine of its 11 remaining games on the 
road, including a seven-game trip to end the season. 

“It’s a little bit more mentally draining when you’re losing, so obviously if 
you can win those games, it makes your mental game a little easier and 
you don’t have to think so much,” Jason Dickinson said. 

“You just kind of start rolling at this point.” 

Back signed: The Stars signed Swedish center Oskar Back to a three-
year entry-level contract on Wednesday. Back profiles as a reliable 
bottom-six forward who can kill penalties, and the 21-year-old is 
expected to play in North America next season. 

Back was originally a third-round pick by the Stars in 2018 and had 14 
points in 52 games for Farjestad BK in the SHL. Back is the second 
Swedish prospect the Stars have signed in the last year after Dallas 
signed forward Fredrik Karlstrom to an entry-level contract in June. 

Karlstrom would have normally played in North America this season, but 
due to COVID-19 protocols and timing of seasons, he played for Vaxjo in 
the SHL. Karlstrom finished the season with 25 points in 51 games, and 
is also expected to play in North America next season. 

Back’s signing leaves the Stars with two drafted but unsigned Swedish 
prospects: Jacob Peterson (fifth-round pick in 2017) and Albin Eriksson 
(second-round pick in 2018). 
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Central Division roundtable: Will the Blackhawks, Predators or Stars 
prevail in playoff push? 

 

By Adam Vingan, Saad Yousuf, Mark Lazerus  

Apr 21, 2021 

 

Never has a race for fourth place been so riveting. 

The Nashville Predators, Dallas Stars and Chicago Blackhawks are 
battling for the right to be sacrificial lambs challenge the Central Division 
champion in the first round of the playoffs. 

In terms of points, the Predators are in the lead with 51 in 47 games, but 
the Stars have the best points percentage of the three at .556 entering 
Wednesday’s games. The Blackhawks, who have two more games 
against both of their closest competitors, are still clinging on to hope. 

We convened writers from each city — Nashville’s Adam Vingan, Dallas’ 
Saad Yousuf and Chicago’s Mark Lazerus — to discuss the current state 
of the race and predict the outcome. 

Lazerus: For fans who’ve been zeroed in on just their own teams, let’s 
start with a status report from each city, starting with the team that’s 
really in fourth place, Dallas. 

Yousuf: For the first time this season, things actually seem to be trending 
up in terms of health and player availability for the Stars. From the third 
day of training, they’ve dealt with players filtering in and out of the lineup 
due to injuries or COVID-19 protocol, leaving them without many of their 
top talents and a struggle to establish chemistry. Now, they’ve found a 
consistent top nine among their forwards, the top-four defensemen have 
been a rock all season and even the third pairing is now stable, with any 
changes being coaching decisions. Both goaltenders are good options on 
any given night. 

They’ve gained clarity on the injury front, ruling out Alexander Radulov 
and Ben Bishop for the season. Bishop’s loss is less impactful since he 
hasn’t played this season anyway and Jake Oettinger has overperformed 
while Anton Khudobin has found his stride. Radulov’s absence hurts but 
he only played 11 games this season so Dallas has been used to playing 
without him. They’ve also adjusted to their top forward, Roope Hintz, 
being a perpetual game-time decision and he’s been playing more often 
than not. They’d like to have Joel Kiviranta back but his absence is 
manageable and one of their top forwards, Tyler Seguin, is on the cusp 
of returning and making his season debut. 

The schedule has been a grind for the Stars, but even that is something 
they’ve gotten used to at this point. They played six consecutive weeks of 
four games in six nights. Moving forward, it’s going to be a different kind 
of grind as they play nine of their last 11 games on the road, including the 
final seven to close out the regular season. The Stars are 6-0-2 in their 
last eight games. While some of that has come against weak 
competition, it includes wins over Florida and Chicago and a shootout 
loss to Nashville. 

Vingan: On March 14, the Predators were 10 points behind the 
Blackhawks for fourth place in the division. Since then, they have won 14 
of 19 and resuscitated their playoff hopes. The Predators are also 6-0 
against the Blackhawks this season, but does one team truly own 
another until it says so on Wikipedia? 

The most remarkable aspect of the Predators’ turnaround is that they 
have done it while dealing with several significant injuries to key 
contributors. Earlier this month, there were 10 players on the injured list, 
including Matt Duchene, Ryan Ellis, Filip Forsberg and Eeli Tolvanen. In 
response, the Predators have dressed a league-high 12 rookies. 
Duchene and Ellis are back, and Tolvanen appears close to a return. 
Forsberg is week to week, as are Mark Borowiecki, Alexandre Carrier, 
Dante Fabbro and Mathieu Olivier. 

Of course, it also helps that Juuse Saros has a 1.59 goals-against 
average and .951 save percentage in 15 starts since returning from injury 
on March 18. 

Predators coach John Hynes deserves recognition for getting through to 
the team at a difficult time. In short, the Predators are vibin’. (Don’t ask.) 
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Lazerus: Aw, look at you guys, with all that optimism and hope. Adorable. 
Most of that was replaced by pessimism and deflation (and snow — 
snow! — just to add insult to injury) in Chicago after Monday night’s loss 
in Nashville. 

Technically speaking, the Blackhawks are still in the thick of the race. But 
the reality is a little harsher. Even if the Blackhawks are able to win the 
next two games against the Predators — a massive “if,” considering 
they’ve lost all six meetings this season and have scored more than two 
goals against Nashville just twice in the last 22 meetings, dating back to 
that fateful, franchise-altering first-round sweep in 2017 — they’ll find 
themselves in a perilous position. 

Jonathan Toews is still out with an undisclosed illness and is almost 
certain not to play this season at this point. Kirby Dach is back from a 
broken wrist but hasn’t quite looked like himself yet. Adam Boqvist is in 
concussion protocol, and promising young defenseman Wyatt Kalynuk 
left Monday’s game with a hip injury. There are new pieces working their 
way into the lineup since the trade deadline (Brett Connolly, Riley 
Stillman, Adam Gaudette) and a spate of rookies hitting the wall in this 
most unusual of seasons. And Patrick Kane has a 4.5 shooting 
percentage since the start of March. 

Oh, and the schedule: After the two against Nashville, the Blackhawks 
get Tampa Bay, Florida, Florida, followed by three games in four nights 
at Carolina, then the final two games against Dallas. 

Gulp. 

So let’s discuss. Adam, let’s start with Nashville. For years, the Predators 
were the Blackhawks’ little brother, constantly chasing Chicago in every 
way. Hell, I remember there being “One Goal” signs in the bowels of 
Bridgestone Arena. But the tormented have become the tormentors. The 
Predators have to feel invincible against the Blackhawks these days. 
Does that extend to the rest of the league? What’s the confidence level in 
Nashville these days? It was a bold — some would say foolish — 
decision not to sell at the deadline. But as you said, since mid-March, the 
Preds have a 14-5-0 record and are allowing a league-low 1.89 goals per 
game. 

Do the Predators see themselves as true contenders, even in a division 
with Tampa Bay, Carolina and Florida? 

Vingan: Though the Predators surged into the deadline, I clamored for 
them to sell off their veteran players on expiring or short-term contracts, 
such as Mikael Granlund and Erik Haula. The reason was that the 
Predators are 4-15-1 this season against the Hurricanes, Lightning and 
Panthers, including 0-5-1 against the Hurricanes and 2-6-0 against the 
Lightning. 

Last week, the Hurricanes dominated the Predators in two wins. In the 
first period of the second game, the Hurricanes had a 24-7 advantage in 
shots and 13-4 in slot shots, according to Sportlogiq. (Offensive-zone 
possession time was 3:21-1:03 in favor of the Hurricanes.) 

Fans have latched onto the idea that these Predators can replicate the 
magical 2017 Stanley Cup Final run that began with the aforementioned 
sweep of the top-seeded Blackhawks, and the team is understandably 
brimming with confidence. I do not share that optimism. 

Saad, how have the Stars survived a COVID-19 outbreak, a natural 
disaster and serious injuries? 

Lazerus: And will they have anything left in the tank if they do earn that 
fourth seed? 

Yousuf: A lot of the survival has come because of pleasant surprises. 
The Stars entered this season expecting Khudobin to be the true No. 1 
goaltender in Bishop’s absence, with the rookie Oettinger doing just 
enough to spell him to manage the schedule, particularly on back-to-
backs. Oettinger was supposed to spend this season in the AHL. Instead, 
he’s taken the NHL by storm and has given the Stars another legitimate 
option at goaltender. Khudobin had a great start to the season and has 
been much improved lately but the middle was rocky for him and 

Oettinger held down the fort. Instead of leaning heavily on Khudobin, it’s 
been more split duties for the Stars goaltenders. Khudobin has started 25 
games while Oettinger has started 20. Oettinger has the edge in save 
percentage, .919 to .913, and goals-against average, 2.15 to 2.31. 

The other major surprise has been another rookie, forward Jason 
Robertson. Not only has he been productive but he’s built a legitimate 
Calder Trophy case this season. His 14 goals and 35 points are both 
second among NHL rookies and he leads all rookies with 21 assists. He’s 
become a top-line staple over the past month. 

In addition to those two, Hintz has managed to further develop his game, 
which was already stellar, despite dealing with the nagging lower-body 
injury. Jamie Benn has come on strong the past few weeks and the Stars 
continue to get consistent play from their top four defensemen. Those are 
all things that have kept them afloat through this season’s turbulence. 

They should have something left in the tank if they can sneak into the 
postseason because they’ll have a fresh Seguin to rely on and their 
schedule cadence only gets more manageable, particularly in the 
postseason. I mean, it can’t really get too much more brutal than what 
they’ve endured since mid-February, so if anything, the lack of back-to-
backs will be a welcome change and should allow more time for recovery 
than what they’ve been dealing with. 

Lazerus: Hintz is having the quietest nearly 100-point-pace season in 
recent memory. I suppose part of that is because he plays in Dallas, but 
he is going to be a headache in the Central Division for years to come. 

Yousuf: Add in the injury factor and you’re right, Mark, it has been a 
wildly impressive season for Hintz that has largely flown under the radar. 
And did you know that Joe Pavelski has essentially been a point-per-
game player this season at 36 and leads the league in power-play goals? 
Funny how hockey things happen in Dallas! 

Lazerus: Hockey in the Sun Belt. It’ll never work, I tell ya! Move the Stars 
and Coyotes to Hamilton, and the Predators and Panthers to Etobicoke! 

I am curious how Chicago is perceived outside of our little Midwest 
bubble. They sort of feel like a third wheel. Is that the outside perception, 
that this is really a two-team race? 

Vingan: In Nashville, it depends on the outcomes of the Predators’ next 
two games against the Blackhawks on Wednesday and Friday. If the 
Predators can complete the sweep (again) and win both games at 
spectator-less United Center, then the focus around here will shift toward 
the Stars, who have two games in hand. 

Yousuf: I don’t think it’s quite turned into a two-horse race yet in Stars 
circles. Maybe that has something to do with Stars fans’ cautious 
approach to their own team and a little of the Blackhawks aura. But all 
eyes are definitely on how the Blackhawks fare in these two games 
against the Predators. For me, it’s evolving into a two-team race only 
because of the messages sent at the trade deadline. As you mentioned, 
Nashville looked like major sellers but held their pieces and the Stars 
stood pat as well. Chicago didn’t completely punt on the season but they 
kept their eyes on the bigger picture and the future so naturally, it feels 
like they factor in a little less in the present. Am I reading that correctly? 

Lazerus: Absolutely. It’s been about stockpiling assets — picks, 
prospects, players, reclamation projects — not necessarily winning right 
now. Remember, this season was never supposed to be about playoff 
contention for the Blackhawks. The team sent a Rangers-esque letter to 
fans in October openly declaring a rebuild after letting Corey Crawford 
walk, have been playing as many as seven or eight rookies per night and 
are spending a combined $1.8 million on goaltending. So really, this 
whole playoff push has been gravy. 

That doesn’t mean Jeremy Colliton and his team don’t desperately want 
to make the playoffs — they do, and they learned in the Edmonton 
bubble that there’s a great benefit to exposing younger players to playoff 
hockey — it’s just that the greater goal of building a contender in the 
coming years is the bigger priority for general manager Stan Bowman. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 22, 2021 

 

OK, so what happens down the stretch? Dallas has two more games 
against Detroit (good!) but five more against Tampa and Carolina (bad!). 
Nashville only has four road games left, and they’re against Chicago (a 
team Nashville owns) and Columbus (a team everyone owns). Chicago, 
meanwhile, still has four head-to-head meetings with Dallas and 
Nashville to go along with that three-game series at Carolina. 

My money’s on Nashville. While I don’t think Saros can be a .950 goalie 
forever, I think he can wring three more weeks out of this heater. That, 
combined with a favorable schedule and the tiebreaker in hand, allows 
them to edge Dallas by a point or two. Chicago seems destined to fade a 
bit and finish a handful of points back. 

What do you guys think happens? 

Vingan: DALLAS! STARS! DALLAS! STARS! (chugging guitar riff) 

Those games in hand loom large. I expect the Predators and Stars to 
battle it out until the very end. The Predators close the season with two 
home games against the Hurricanes, who have outscored them 23-9 this 
season and have beaten them 13 times in 14 games since 2016. It is 
asking a lot of the Predators to suddenly find a way to get past the 
Hurricanes, so I am going with the Stars by a hair. (Am I allowed to use 
the Debbie Downer GIF again?) 

Yousuf: I think this is going to be really tight between the Stars and 
Predators, but I’m leaning slightly toward Dallas. I don’t want to get 
caught in the moment because the Stars’ past four games have come 
against the Red Wings and Blue Jackets, and the next two are in Detroit, 
but the Stars are playing better hockey, getting more consistency in their 
lineup and are getting healthier. Nashville only has four games left 
against the top three of the Central whereas Dallas has six, so that favors 
Nashville. A lot is going to ride on that four-point swing game in Nashville 
on May 1 between the Stars and Predators.  

Also, what’s the deal with these big Stars-Predators games? Thursday is 
the two-year anniversary of the Game 6 overtime game-winner where the 
Stars eliminated the Predators in the first round and there was the Winter 
Classic last year. This has been a fun little rivalry! 

Vingan: Fun for the Stars, maybe. 

Lazerus: Fun? Rivalries? Big games? Jeez, you don’t have to rub it in, 
guys. 
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Why Detroit Red Wings are using series against Dallas Stars as test for 
the future 

 

Helene St. James 

Detroit Free Press 

 

The Detroit Red Wings have been here before, in need of a restorative 
outing after a frustrating one. 

They host the Stars on Thursday for the third of four meetings this week, 
returning from Dallas with bad results and a bruised captain. The Wings 
have eight games left in their season; the Stars, with 11 remaining, are 
battling to gain ground in the playoff race. That the Stars won the first 
game in Dallas came down to a shootout; that the Wings gifted them the 
second one on as a result of egregious defensive lapses looked careless. 

“I don’t think it’s something that has been happening very often,” forward 
Sam Gagner said. “But at the same time, when you’re playing teams that 

are fighting for a playoff spot and they are important games, we need to 
grow in those areas if we are going to be a playoff team in the future 
here.” 

Dylan Larkin spent the last minute of Tuesday’s 5-2 loss on the bench in 
pain; coach Jeff Blashill said he expects to know more about Larkin’s 
status Thursday. The Wings lineup already has been patched to offset 
injuries to top-six forwards Tyler Bertuzzi (Jan. 30), Bobby Ryan (March 
28) and Robby Fabbri (April 3). 

The Wings are winless in their last three; before that, they’d won three in 
a row for the first time this season. Two of those victories came after the 
passing of the trade deadline dissipated the stress of that event. Jakub 
Vrana, acquired at the deadline, earned his second point in three games 
Tuesday, but it was already 4-0 when he set up Valtteri Filppula’s goal. 
The Stars’ first goal happened after a weird bounce of the puck, but the 
second, third and fourth all happened with the Wings caught watching the 
puck rather than defending. 

“The chances we gave up were Grade-A chances,” Gagner said. “We let 
their guys get inside of us. We shoot ourselves in the foot like that — 
we’ve been a pretty good team of — chances we give up, we keep to the 
outside. But we let them get to the inside too much, and then we’re 
chasing the game. 

“Those are goals and chances that you have to do a better job of not 
giving up. It’s definitely an area we have to talk about and rectify.” 

The Stars essentially unwrapped the two-point gift early in the second 
period. 

“I thought we were terrible defensively,” Blashill said. “This crew has 
been pretty good defensively. We haven’t given up any Grade-A's, 
comparative to the rest of the league — like the big-time Grade-A's. We 
were terrible defensively in those situations. 

“The first half of the game, we competed like crazy in the offensive zone. 
We did lots of stuff there, we worked hard, and then they came down and 
we gave them easy chances. What happened isn’t good enough.” 

The Wings used 11 forwards and seven defensemen; the latter group 
included Alex Biega, Dennis Cholowski and Gustav Lindstrom, none of 
whom played much with the Wings until around the April 12 trade 
deadline, when defensemen Jon Merrill and Patrik Nemeth were sent to 
contenders. But the Wings have shown they can play well since 
undergoing personnel changes. 

There’s a little more than two weeks left before the Wings (16-25-7) are 
done for the season. They’ve talked about how meaningful these games 
are even without the lure of the playoffs, because players are battling for 
jobs, battling to impress general manager Steve Yzerman. Tuesday’s 
outing wasn’t one for the résumé. On to the next one. 

“It’s frustrating,” Blashill said. “We have to find a way to correct it and 
make sure it doesn’t happen again on Thursday.” 
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Filip Zadina's more complete game has Red Wings optimistic about his 
future 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — The plays have been happening more frequently over the last 
month to six weeks, showing the completeness and competitiveness of a 
young hockey player who is growing his game. 
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And though this is about Filip Zadina, it’s not plays of the jaw-dropping 
variety offensively. No booming shots off one-timers or nifty passes 
showcasing Zadina’s playmaking ability. 

You can find Zadina's exploits with the puck on the stick on YouTube and 
they are impressive. 

But just as impressive have been recent defensive plays. 

Those might be tougher to find, but just as important. 

There was a play earlier in the month, with Tampa Bay looking to clinch 
the game in the third period, which had Zadina backchecking vigorously, 
skating hard down the ice, and getting his stick on a pass to Brayden 
Point near the net. In doing so, he upended what looked like a sure-fire 
scoring chance. 

It won't generate headlines, but it was a big, big play at the time. 

A couple of weeks later, again in the third period, with the Wings holding 
a lead against Chicago, there was Zadina with one of his best shifts of 
the season. He produced a scoring opportunity on one end and again 
nullified an opponent’s chance at the other end, never taking a moment 
off and creating momentum for the Wings. 

That was more of a complete, 200-foot shift, and shows the two-way 
player Zadina could become, or is becoming. 

It was impressive stuff. And as you watch the completeness of Zadina’s 
overall game in recent weeks — though, yes, the sluggish offense has 
been baffling — you can’t help but think this is a player the Wings can 
build around. 

“I don’t want to be just a scorer,” Zadina said on a Zoom call. “I’m 21 
years old and I’m just trying to learn the game and be one of the best in 
Detroit. That’s what I’m focusing on right now.” 

As Zadina said, he’s 21. But more often Zadina sounds much older, 
hockey-wise, and definitely sounds like someone who has been around 
the game for quite some time. 

There is also a devotion to winning that comes through. 

“He is a competitor, man, and he wants to win,” coach Jeff Blashill said 
after that Chicago victory. 

One of the attributes Blashill likes most about Zadina is the young 
players’ savvy regarding the game — Zadina’s dad Marek is an assistant 
coach in the Czech profressional league, and was a former junior star — 
and his desire to play “winning hockey.” 

Basically, it’s not making detrimental, mindless plays, mostly on the 
defensive end, that result in opposing goals and don’t give you a chance 
to win. 

The Wings have progressed from last season in that department. Zadina 
has helped, and likely will aid the cause going forward. 

“He understands what winning hockey looks like,” Blashill said. “He’s not 
perfect and there are times he has turned the puck over and things like 
that. His dad is a coach and he knows what it looks like and he is trying 
to do everything right and he’s doing it in such a competitive manner. 
Ultimately that competitiveness will allow him to be a heck of a player 
and help us win hockey games here, the rest of the season and in the 
future. 

“I really like him as a player, really like him as a person.” 

Right from the start of training camp this season, there was growth. 
Zadina was stripping pucks off sticks, backchecking, winning puck 
battles. There was a stronger attention to detail on the defensive end. 

Teammates noticed it instantly. 

"From the start of camp he's worked real hard and he wants the puck 
back," said captain Dylan Larkin, Zadina's linemate of late, about his 
progression on the defensive end. "You see it every week, every game; 

he has more confidence with the puck and we just need him to keep 
going." 

If there has been any slippage on the defensive end, or in any other area, 
Zadina has corrected it. 

Part of being the son of a coach comes through in Zadina soaking up 
information, processing it and correcting whatever it is that needs to be 
fixed. 

“Games where he’s done either of those, either not been hard enough on 
the puck or started to cheat for offense, we’ve shown him and he’s 
corrected it, which is a great sign for a young player,” Blashill said. “He’s 
very coachable that way.” 

But with Zadina, Wings fans always will go to the statistics page and look 
at how the offensive numbers look, given Zadina’s reputation entering the 
league. 

The 2018 first-round pick, drafted by the Wings sixth overall, was a 44-
goal scorer in junior hockey and was expected to be a prolific scorer 
immediately. 

But it hasn’t gone according to form, yet. Zadina has shown glimpses of 
that offensive star potential, but hasn’t been able to gain any traction. 

In 41 games this season, Zadina only has five goals and 11 assists (16 
points). Zadina’s 5.7 shooting percentage is about five percentage points 
below what you’d basically like to see from a young goal-scorer. 

Some of it has been bad luck, some of it has been Zadina not converting 
often enough on good chances. 

Zadina isn’t stressing about the offense. 

“I don’t feel any pressure,” Zadina said. “I just try to do the best I can on 
the ice, and with Dylan (Larkin) I believe we have good chemistry going 
on and we’re finding each other and just can’t put the puck in the net. 

“But we’re doing a good job, decent job, in the offensive zone, for sure, 
but it’s not going in.” 

If he’s not scoring goals, Zadina is trying to still contribute with the puck. 

“I would love to score goals for sure, but if I don’t get (goals), that’s why 
I’m there to pass the puck and find Dylan or Svech (linemate Evgeny 
Svechnikov), or whoever is on the ice,” Zadina said. “I feel confident with 
the way I’m playing lately, creating chances for them. 

“I want to be a scorer or playmaker, for sure. I believe the points will 
come in the future. If not this season, I believe and I hope the next 
season. I’m trying to stay confident and stay positive and just play the 
game.” 

That's also another significant step forward for Zadina from a year or two 
ago, that offense is just one part of hockey, and a young hockey player 
can be a factor for a team in more than just one area. 

The Wings are seeing it from Zadina this season.  

"You’re not going to score every shift, you’re not going to score every 
game, and yet you can still have a positive impact on the game," Blashill 
said. "Filip has progressed from a year ago. He's a better hockey player. 
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Red Wings look to tighten up defensively after lackluster showing vs. 
Stars 

 

Ted Kulfan 
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The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — As the Red Wings get ready to return to game action 
Thursday, it’s easy to pinpoint where the focus will be to improve. 

The Wings weren’t very good defensively in Tuesday’s 5-2 loss in Dallas. 

There simply were too many lapses in coverage, blown assignments, 
defensive principles that leave a coaching staff perplexed and 
displeased. 

Coach Jeff Blashill, talking after Tuesday’s game, didn’t sound happy 
about the defensive performance. 

"We were terrible defensively," Blashill said. “The first half of the game, 
we competed like crazy in the offensive zone. We did a lot of stuff there. 
We worked hard, and then they’d come down and we gave up easy 
chances. 

“What happened isn’t good enough.” 

Entering Wednesday's games, the Wings rank 23rd in the NHL with a 
goals-against average of 3.15 — not great, but better than eight other 
teams. And, when you delve into more specific defensive metrics, the 
Wings are even better. 

Team defense hasn’t been a major Red Wings issue this season. 

Which just makes Tuesday’s game a bigger head-scratching item. 

 "This group has been pretty good defensively; we haven't given up many 
grade-A chances comparative to the rest of the league, the big-time 
grade A's,” Blashill said. 

The Wings have overhauled their defense since the trade deadline, 
where they dealt defensemen Jon Merrill (to Montreal) and Patrik 
Nemeth (Colorado), taking out two of the better defensive defensemen 
the Wings had. 

Since the deadline, young players Dennis Cholowski and Gustav 
Lindstrom, and seldom-used Alex Biega have earned more ice time, 
possibly affecting the cohesiveness of the unit. 

But Blashill didn’t feel like Tuesday’s breakdown was caused by 
inexperience. 

“Things were spread evenly; it wasn’t all younger people,” he said. “It 
was a couple mistakes by younger people for sure, and we have a lot of 
new faces in the lineup, so sometimes that hurts your ability to play as a 
five-man unit. 

“But that wasn’t necessarily what this was. It wasn’t about five-man units 
as much as it was a singular mistakes that just can’t happen. 

“Is that because they’re new? I don’t know the answer, but I know it 
happened and we have to get it corrected. 

“We have to have simple defensive principles of protecting the slot, riding 
your check back to the net, and when you’re above people stay above 
people. We can’t be a team that’s chasing the game like that.” 

Larkin injured 

The Wings had a full day off Wednesday, so there was no update on 
forward Dylan Larkin, who was hurt late in Tuesday’s game. 

The play occurred with just under three minutes remaining, after the 
faceoff, and Larkin immediately headed to the bench and stayed there for 
the rest of the game. 

Video showed Larkin wincing, perhaps favoring his side or arm, and he 
skated gingerly off the ice after the game. 

Blashill had no update after the game, adding he’d know more about 
Larkin’s availability for Thursday after the morning skate. 

It was an eventful evening Tuesday for Larkin, who was assessed a five-
minute major for fighting, after wrestling with Dallas defenseman Esa 
Lindell at the end of the second period. 

Lindell cross-checked Larkin into the board, and Larkin immediately 
dropped the gloves. 

Larkin scored midway in the third period, cutting the Stars’ lead to 4-2, 
with his ninth goal — but only his third in the last 21 games. 

This hasn’t been the offensive season Larkin envisioned, but Blashill 
takes a broader view of assessing the captain's contributions. 

“I judge Dylan on how he leads this hockey team, No. 1, and making sure 
he’s leading by example to build a foundation of winning hockey, and 
then the completeness of his game,” Blashill said. “Certainly we need him 
to produce offense as well. But I judge Dylan more on other things than 
just scoring, but certainly for his sake it’s always good for offensive guys 
to score. 

“Offensive players care about scoring. It matters to them, it matter to their 
confidence. But that’s not how I judge Dylan at all.” 

The Wings also will know after Thursday’s morning skate regarding the 
availability of forward Robby Fabbri (upper body), who has been skating, 
but has missed the last nine games, and forward Joe Veleno, who ended 
his quarantine Sunday after returning from Sweden, and took part in the 
two morning skates in Dallas. 

Veleno could make his NHL debut either Thursday or Saturday. 

… Dallas begins a stretch Thursday of finishing its season with nine of 11 
games on the road. The Stars are in the midst of a 40-games-in-70-days 
stretch, having had games postponed because of COVID-19 and the 
deadly winter storm in Texas. 

“We have known all along it was coming,” Stars coach Rick Bowness 
said of the rugged finish to the schedule. “We knew we needed to have a 
successful homestand to get us back in the hunt. It wasn’t that long ago 
where we were 12 points back and now we are one, and it’s not like the 
schedule is going to get any easier with the nine road games we have 
coming up, but we have known all along it was coming. 

“The most important thing is to go step-by-step and get back in the hunt. 
We are back in the hunt and now we have to manage it the best we can.” 
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Red Wings need refresher on defensive fundamentals as series with 
Stars continues 

 

Updated Apr 21, 2021; Posted Apr 21, 2021 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

Several blowout losses aside, the Detroit Red Wings are better 
defensively than they were last season. It is the one area in which they 
have improved. 

That wasn’t apparent, however, from their rash of fundamental defensive 
mistakes in Tuesday’s 5-2 loss to the Dallas Stars at American Airlines 
Center. 

Blown coverage allowed the Stars unfettered access to the area in front 
of the Detroit net, leading to three goals. Another was the result of a 
turnover. Dallas capped the night with an empty-net goal. 
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“I think this crew has been pretty good defensively. We haven’t given up 
many Grade A (scoring opportunities) compared to the rest of the 
league,” Red Wings coach Jeff Blashill said. “Tonight, I thought we were 
terrible defensively in those situations. We competed like crazy in the 
offensive zone. We were on them. We worked hard. Then they came 
down and we gave easy goals away. We have to be a great defensive 
team. What happened tonight isn’t good enough.” 

The Stars (19-14-12) have won four in a row and are 6-0-2 in their past 
eight, moving to within one point of Nashville in the race for the fourth 
and final playoff spot in the Central Division. 

The Red Wings (16-25-7) are winless in three (0-2-1). 

Dallas scored three unanswered goals in the first period. The latter two, 
by Jason Robertson and Joe Pavelski, were the result of players being 
able to skate into the slot without much or any resistance. 

That continued in the second period when Jamie Oleksiak scored at 3:36 
to make it 4-0. Jonathan Bernier, who had little chance of stopping any of 
the goals, was replaced by Thomas Greiss at that point. 

“Bernie has been fantastic for us this year,” Sam Gagner said. “He’s 
worked his way back from injury. We could do a better job of giving him a 
chance in some of those goals, They’re Grade A chances that are going 
to be hard to stop. We need to do a better job of keeping things to the 
outside, but we let them get to the inside too much. 

“As forwards, it’s part of our job to be collapsing in the D-zone and 
making sure we’re not giving up those chances. Back pressure, not 
getting beat up the ice, those are really important things for us as a team 
that the coaching staff has been on us for, and for the most part we’ve 
done a good job. Tonight, we get it slip.” 

The teams continue their unique four-game series Thursday and 
Saturday at Little Caesars Arena. 

“We have to have simple defensive principles of protecting the slot, riding 
your check back to the net, and when you’re above people stay above 
people,” Blashill said. 

“We can’t be a team that’s chasing the game like that. We got to be a 
team that’s air-tight defensively.” 

Larkin fights, scores, gets hurt 

Red Wings captain Dylan Larkin was shaken up with about two minutes 
remaining in the game following an offensive-zone face-off. He headed 
off the bench and stayed there for the duration. 

“He was in some pain, so we’ll have to see,” Blashill said. “I don’t have 
much to update right now, so we’ll see where he’s at for Thursday.” 

Larkin scored a couple minutes before getting hurt to cut his team’s 
deficit to 4-2. It was only his ninth goal of the season and third in the past 
21 games. 

“Offensive players care about scoring,” Blashill said. “It matters to them, 
matters to their confidence. But that’s not how I judge Dylan at all. 

“I judge Dylan on how he leads this hockey team, No. 1, and making sure 
he’s leading by example to build a foundation of winning hockey, and 
then the completeness of his game. Certainly, we need him to produce 
offense as well. So, I judge Dylan more on other things than just scoring, 
but certainly for his sake it’s always good for offensive guys to score.” 

Larkin took exception to a cross-check from Esa Lindell at the end of the 
second period and starting a scrap with the defenseman. 
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Careless defense, poor start lead to Red Wings’ downfall in Dallas 

 

Updated Apr 20, 11:06 PM; Posted Apr 20, 11:06 PM 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

Careless team defense led to a poor start, resulting in the Detroit Red 
Wings’ downfall Tuesday. 

The Dallas Stars raced out to a three-goal lead in the first period and 
cruised to a 5-2 victory at American Airlines Center. 

Dallas (19-14-12) has won the first two games of this unique four-game 
series, which shifts to Little Caesars Arena for games on Thursday and 
Saturday. 

Detroit (16-25-7) is winless in three (0-2-1) following a season-long three-
game winning streak. Valtteri Filppula and Dylan Larkin scored for the 
Red Wings. 

The Red Wings have improved defensively this season, but that wasn’t 
apparent on this night, as breakdowns in coverage allowed the Stars to 
have free reign in the area in front of the net. 

Jamie Oleksiak scored at 3:36 of the second period to put the Stars 
ahead 4-0. That prompted coach Jeff Blashill to replace Jonathan Bernier 
(four goals against on 12 shots) with Thomas Greiss. 

The Red Wings’ defensive lapses were best illustrated by that fourth 
goal. They had three players back, but Vladislav Namestnikov and 
Richard Panik failed to cover Oleksiak in the slot and he one-timed pass 
from Denis Gurianov past Bernier. 

The Red Wings responded quickly, as Filppula converted a pass from 
Jakub Vrana on a two-on-one at 4:51. 

Larkin trimmed his team’s deficit to 4-2 with 3:47 remaining in the third 
period, after Greiss was pulled for the extra skater. 

But Dallas shut them down the rest of the way. Blake Comeau scored an 
empty-net goal with 53 seconds remaining. Jake Oettinger made 24 
saves for the win. 

The Stars put the Red Wings on their heels early, scoring twice in a span 
of 3:14 to lead 2-0 barely five minutes into the game. 

Tanner Kero scored at 2:53, whipping in a one-timer on what resulted in 
a two-on-one break after Marc Staal’s giveaway in the zone was followed 
by Jamie Benn chipping the puck past Luke Glendening and onto Kero’s 
stick. 

Jason Robertson made it 2-0 at 5:07. Blown coverage allowed him to 
cruise into the slot and covert a pass from Jason Dickinson. 

Joe Pavelski added to the lead at 14:17 on an easy tap-in from a pass by 
Roope Hintz, who was left all alone in front of the net. 
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Larkin and Filppula score, Red Wings fall to Stars 5-2 

 

Staff Report 

The Associated Press  

Apr 20, 2021  
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DALLAS — Rookie Jason Robertson had a goal and an assist in the first 
period and the Dallas Stars beat Detroit 5-2 on Tuesday night to sweep 
back-to-back games against the Red Wings and extend their winning 
streak to four games. 

Joe Pavelski, Tanner Kero, Blake Comeau and Jamie Oleksiak also 
scored for the Stars (19-14-12), who finished a 4-0-1 homestand. Dallas 
has a season-best eight-game point streak (6-0-2). The Stars are one 
point behind fourth-place Nashville for the Central Division’s last playoff 
spot with two games in hand. 

Stars rookie goaltender Jake Oettinger made 24 saves and improved to 
9-5-6. 

Valtteri Filppula and Dylan Larkin scored for the Red Wings, who are 0-2-
1 following a season-long three-game winning streak. Jonathan Bernier 
allowed all four goals on 12 shots and was replaced 3:36 into the second 
period by Thomas Greiss, who stopped 11 shots. 

Robertson is second in rookie goals and points (35). 

Kero scored 2:55 in, sending a wrist shot into the near top corner 
following a feed from Jamie Benn from the low slot. A little more than two 
minutes later, Robertson took a pass from Jason Dickinson, dipped his 
left knee and lifted a one-timer over Bernier. 

Dallas’ third first-period goal resembled the first, with Robertson feeding 
Pavelski at the right post for his team-best 19th of the season. 

Oleksiak came up on the rush on the goal that chased Bernier. About 80 
seconds later, Filppula got the Red Wings on the board with a wrist shot 
to the stick side. 

Larkin scored with the extra attacker at 16:13, and Dallas answered with 
Comeau adding an empty-net goal. 
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What Red Wings prospect Joe Veleno gained from his season in Sweden 

 

By Max Bultman  

Apr 21, 2021  

  

For the first week after he returned to North America, Joe Veleno was 
mostly stuck in a Detroit hotel room. He could go for walks or use the 
hotel gym, but otherwise, his days consisted of streaming TV shows — 
he’s a big Marvel fan, so he’s been watching “The Falcon and the Winter 
Soldier” and a show called “Who Killed Sara?” — and playing Xbox, 
waiting for his quarantine to end and a new opportunity to begin. 

Sunday, at least part of that next chance arrived, as Veleno joined the 
Red Wings’ trip to Dallas, placed on the taxi squad to practice, to get his 
legs back under him after the time off — both because of his quarantine 
and a concussion he sustained late in his season in Sweden. Veleno, 
who is from Quebec, spent the 2020-21 season with Malmö of the SHL, 
ensuring he would continue his development at a time when the NHL and 
AHL were still in uncertain situations last fall. 

For most top North American prospects, a year in Europe is not part of 
the usual path to the NHL. More typically, that road entails college or 
junior hockey, then some time in the AHL, then on to the big club. And 
after four seasons in the QMJHL and a year in Grand Rapids last 
season, Veleno was on track for that kind of path too. But out of 

necessity, he added a detour to a brand-new continent in one of the 
world’s top professional leagues. 

And now that he’s done it, that detour might pay real dividends for him. 

“Skill-wise, you’ve got some really good skill players over there,” Veleno 
said. “Some good, young talent that will probably make its way into the 
NHL eventually, and it’s a really, really good league. Very hardworking 
league, and I guess very structured defensively.” 

For Veleno, the year had its share of challenges. He posted 20 points in 
46 games, which was certainly more than respectable for a 20-year-old in 
a league in which only one player of any age scored more than a point 
per game. He also helped his team respond from a rocky start to the 
season and make the postseason with a strong second half (including an 
eight-game win streak in February). But not seeing the puck go in 
consistently was nonetheless frustrating at times for a player who scored 
more than 100 points in his final season of junior hockey two years ago. 

“I think it’s a really tough league. It’s very tight defensively,” Veleno said. 
“I think that was honestly the biggest difference is just how hardworking 
teams are and how coaches focus so much on defense and being good 
defensively, and then obviously, good defense transitions to offense.” 

On top of that, on the larger European ice sheet, Veleno noticed little 
details, like how much farther away the net felt in the offensive zone. In 
North America, he said, “It feels like every shot’s kind of a dangerous 
shot and every shot can go in. But on the big ice, it’s kind of different. It’s 
more about possession and kind of tiring out the other opponent in the 
defensive zone, allowing them to make mistakes.” 

In a league in which not only was the offensive zone bigger but also the 
defensive zone, Veleno feels he made progress over the course of the 
season on his 200-foot game and his off-puck play, including his 
positioning. The Red Wings thought so, too. 

“In terms of his individual play, we were happy with a lot of aspects of his 
game,” Red Wings director of player development Shawn Horcoff said. “I 
think his overall 200-foot game, which is what we really want Joe to work 
on, really came a long way. He was able to play some wing there as well 
towards the end of the year. He’s added that ability as well, to play all 
situations up front. … It’s not an easy league to get high production in, so 
I don’t think his numbers are really reflective of just how good of a 
season Joe had overall.” 

The 200-foot-game improvements Veleno made this season, however, 
do not necessarily mean things always went smoothly for him 
defensively. Part of the reason Veleno got that experience on the wing 
was that Malmö felt the defensive demands of playing center on the big 
ice made Veleno better suited for the wing there. That likely speaks to 
more work still needing to be done. And, of course, there is plenty of time 
for that. 

While the ice is certainly not as spacious in the AHL or NHL as it is in 
Europe, though, defensive responsibilities remain a huge part of the 
center position in North America. So even though Veleno made progress 
this season, defense will likely need to continue to be a focus for him. 
That will be true whether he plays at center or on the wing. 

“Very few players in the league just survive on pure offense, right?” 
Horcoff said. “And we also know that teams that are successful and win 
championships have offensive players that are reliable in their own end. 
And not just reliable, but some of them excel there as well and are really 
hard to play against and are really reliable defensively. So it’s something 
that we push on all of our prospects — we want them all to have 
complete games. We feel that’s the way as an organization we’re going 
to take a step forward.” 

Horcoff said he thinks Veleno projects as a player who someday can kill 
penalties and play in all situations for them. And if he can, it will be a real 
boost to Detroit’s ongoing rebuild. 

The Red Wings were happy with the work Veleno put in last offseason, 
adding muscle that they feel showed up in his skating (and overall 
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strength) this season. And they were likewise pleased with the 
commitment he (and Detroit’s other North American prospects) showed 
to their development by uprooting and going to a totally new continent to 
get better. 

“More than anything, I just think it shows us as an organization their 
overall level of commitment is as high as it possibly can be,” Horcoff said. 

Now, with just eight games left in the NHL season and Veleno out of 
quarantine and on to the taxi squad, all eyes are on whether he will make 
his NHL debut this season as well. Steve Yzerman has left the door open 
to that possibility, and with the experience he gained this season, Veleno 
might very well be nearing that moment. 

And after growing from the trials of a totally new challenge in Sweden, 
he’ll be better prepared for that opportunity if, indeed, it knocks. 

“It would mean a lot, for sure,” Veleno said. “It would obviously be a 
dream come true, and that was my main goal is to play in the NHL, and 
to have my first NHL game potentially be this year, then it’d be a lot of 
excitement.” 
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The Athletic / ‘That’s just Savvy, man’: From extravagant Halloween 
costumes to karaoke, meet the real David Savard 

 

By Joe Smith Apr 22, 2021 

 

When the Blue Jackets were getting ready for their annual Halloween 
party a couple years ago, captain Nick Foligno said there was one 
question brewing among the boys.  

“What are the Savards going to do this year?” 

David Savard and his wife, Valerie, would go all out at every holiday 
party, from Christmas to Halloween. One year, they dressed up like 
Legos, disguised so well behind the painted boxes that nobody knew 
who they were for 20 minutes. Pierre-Luc Dubois said most rookies 
would just grab a mask last minute, but Savard inspired him one year to 
collaborate as the Justin Timberlake and Adam Samberg “Dick in the 
Box” characters from “Saturday Night Live” skit.  

“(The Savards) were always the kings of Halloween,” Dubois joked.  

But Savard saved his best for the team party in 2019. It was at Rehab 
Tavern, a dive bar in Columbus with brick on the outside and plenty of 
character inside. You can play pool, pinball, order everything from Bud 
Light to Bell’s craft beer to Bulleit. The wall on the outside patio has a 
painted sign: 

 “Whiskey Made Me Do It.” 

That night, Savard — a 6-foot-2, 230-pound French Canadian — walked 
in wearing a Scottish kilt, fake beard, a fat suit, pink beret and yellow 
cardigan.  

He was Fat Bastard, the character from the movie “Austin Powers: 
Goldmember.” Valerie was a Fembot and looked like one in a pink puffy 
dress, blonde wig and a cannon on her bra. Dubois joined them as Austin 
Powers, with Lukas Sedlak Dr. Evil. Savard didn’t just look like Fat 
Bastard, he acted like him, saying, “Get in my belly!” Savard wore the fat 
suit to the rink the next day, and again at the Christmas party in an ugly 
holiday sweater.  

“It was one of the funniest things I’ve ever seen,” Foligno said. “We were 
dying.” 

“He would always make himself the life of the party,” Seth Jones said.  

Foligno laughed: “Oh God, man, I can’t wait for the boys to have a night 
drinking with ‘Savvy.’” 

With Savard facing the Blue Jackets Thursday for the first time since his 
April 12 trade to the Lightning, there’s going to be plenty of emotions — 
on both sides. Tampa Bay paid a hefty price to acquire Savard, a puck-
eating, minute-munching, shutdown defenseman who could be a key 
final piece in a quest for back-to-back Stanley Cups. Those who know 
Savard from his decade in Columbus say he comes as advertised, with 
coach John Tortorella believing Tampa Bay will appreciate his “ugly as 
hell” but effective game that made him a “glue guy” for the Blue Jackets. 

Dubois, who lived with the Savard family as a rookie, said Savard was 
part father figure, part friend, part “Dumb and Dumber” sidekick who 
welcomed him into their home. Cam Atkinson can still hear the booming 
and beautiful sound of Savard driving his 1967 Camaro to the rink. 
Foligno will never forget the FaceTime calls with Savard, a father of 
three, after knee hockey battles with their kids, and the emotional 
conversation in his backyard the day the defenseman was traded.  

Savard, whose family came down this week and are moving into a rental 
close to Amalie Arena, said everything is starting to sink in as he faces 
the only other team he’s ever known. 

“It’s going to be really weird,” Savard said. “I don’t know if I want it to 
happen right away, maybe it’s better that way. I feel like in the last few 
games, I felt like I was just getting used to wearing the Lightning jersey. 
The first couple games, it felt weird walking into the rink after 10 years in 
Columbus.  

“But I’m so happy to be here. We’ve got a really good team and a chance 
to do something special.” 

(Courtesy Pierre-Luc Dubois) 

Savard laughed at the first text he received from Victor Hedman 
welcoming him to the team.  

“Now you won’t be able to walk me.” 

Hedman was referring to the highlight-reel goal Savard scored during the 
Blue Jackets comeback in Game 1 of their first-round playoff series in 
2019. Savard, carrying the puck on the right side inside the Tampa Bay 
blueline, darted around Hedman and beat Andrei Vasilevskiy to pull 
Columbus within 3-2. They eventually erased a 3-0 deficit to win Game 1, 
a galvanizing victory that sparked their improbable sweep of the 
President’s Trophy champs. 

When teammates asked Savard about the goal post-game, the 
defenseman said, “I blacked out.” 

“If he doesn’t score that goal, I don’t think we come back in the game,” 
Foligno said. “That’s when we started to believe. For him to get that for 
us, it catapulted our team. 

“Those are the kind of plays he’s willing to make. He knew when he had 
to chance to make a big play, whether it’s a huge block or great 
defensive play, or sliding play on a 2-on-1. That’s what Savvy does for 
you, those big moments, he can come up big.” 

What people don’t realize is that Savard started his hockey career as an 
offensive defenseman. No, he wasn’t a Hedman or an Erik Karlsson, but 
Savard still racked up 77 points in 72 games (64 assists) in his final 
season in juniors with Moncton (QMJHL). He was a power-play guy, a 
right-shot who could spark the rush. 

Savard said he learned from his father, Gervais, who played forward at 
the University of Quebec at Three Rivers. He got Savard and his two 
older brothers, Phil, 37, and Vince, 34, involved in the game and Gervais, 
67, still plays beer league hockey twice a week.  

“He’s definitely where I got my passion from,” Savard said. 
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It wasn’t until Savard got to AHL Springfield when he started his evolution 
into the tough-nosed, shutdown defenseman you see today. The Blue 
Jackets had drafted him in the fourth round in 2009 and were looking to 
get more offense from him in his early time in pro hockey. But then 
Springfield coach Brad Larsen, now a Blue Jackets assistant, had to 
change their view of Savard to get the best out of him. 

It wasn’t that Savard wasn’t good enough to play an offensive role, but 
they had to embrace Savard’s strengths. He had a great stick, he was 
tough, willing to block shots and win battles.  

“Not many guys are able to change their style or adapt to get a full-time 
job in the NHL,” Larsen said. “To his credit, he embraced that. He’s an 
incredible man to coach.” 

Savard said he realized his first year in the AHL that the best way for him 
to stick around was to play well defensively. He was a bigger guy and 
had to use his assets. The power play roles at the NHL level would soon 
be taken by the likes of Jones and Zach Werenski.  

“I just kept making sure I was playing well because I knew if you weren’t 
putting up points, you have to play well defensively or you’re going to be 
in the stands,” Savard said. “The more (Werenski and Jones) were 
getting better, my role really became the defensive side and I just kind of 
embraced it and enjoyed playing against the top lines.” 

Savard said his goal against the Lightning in 2019 playoffs was his 
“nicest goal yet.” It happened so quickly that he was just reading and 
reacting, he just tried to put it on net.  

“You never know, if (the Lightning) make a run, he might score a big goal 
at the right time,” Larsen said. “That’s what makes him so valuable. He’ll 
come down the right side in the offensive zone, pull off a toe drag and 
finish. You may see that in the playoffs.  

“Maybe I’m being prophetic here.” 

(Courtesy Pierre-Luc Dubois) 

Savard and Jones would often sit across from each other on Blue 
Jackets charter flights. 

While other teammates were playing cards or video games, the two 
defensemen mostly talked.  

The most popular subject? Food. 

“He’s definitely a foodie,” Jones said. “He loves trying new restaurants. 
He’d always get us to try new places on the road, whether it was an 
Italian place or steakhouse.” 

Savard said he loves cooking, and is still learning, but he’s mostly into 
exploring new restaurants (his favorite in Tampa has been On Swann). 
He’d search online, and reserve a table for his teammates to try a five-
course meal, with his favorite where the chefs pick out their best.  

Savard also loves classic cars. It comes from his father’s side. His 
grandfather passed away when Savard was young, but he’d remember 
his father telling stories how he’d switch cars every year, from a Mustang 
to a Charger. So when Savard signed his first big contract, he went 
online and started looking. He found a 1967 Camaro and fell in love.  

“I just think there’s a different feel to it, the sound when you start it,” 
Savard said. “It’s pretty loud. I’ve got to make sure the kids aren’t 
sleeping when I come home in it. I used to wake them up a lot.” 

“It fits his personality perfectly,” Foligno said. “You expect him to get out 
of a big truck all jacked up, but he comes in cruising in a beautiful muscle 
car. That’s just Savvy, man.” 

Foligno thinks back to the Savard he met nine years ago, the hulking 
French Canadian who rarely said a word, and can’t believe the larger-
than-life personality he grew into. There’s karaoke, with Atkinson saying 
Savard will be known to sing Journey’s “Don’t Stop Believing,” with his 
stage presence better than his voice.  Then there’s whenever a song by 
Canadian rock band Blue Rodeo comes on at a bar.  

“His shirt might be coming off,” Foligno said. “That’s the Savvy I think 
they’ll come to love. He brings the fun, the entertainment to everything 
we do. 

“When it’s time to work, he brings it. When it’s time to have fun, he’s right 
there in the middle.” 

When Blue Rodeo was brought up, Savard chuckled.  “It’s an old story, 
didn’t think it’d come out.” He said it started in Springfield when the team 
would listen to it all the time. Whenever a certain song came on, they’d 
all scream it.  

The Springfield team would also go to a nearby restaurant/bar called 
Squally’s and get together in a room there. Atkinson said they’d play a 
game called Grenade where once someone yelled it, everyone would 
have to hit the ground. Whoever was last had to do a shot.  

“I just love to have fun,” Savard said. “I enjoy being around the guys and 
it’s something you’re going to miss when you’re done.” 

When Dubois joined the Blue Jackets as a rookie in 2017, he could have 
started by living in a hotel or rented an apartment. 

But Savard, having been coached by Dubois’ father in junior, talked with 
Valerie about the possibility of inviting the teenager to live with them.  

“It ended up being some great memories I’ll have the rest of my life,” 
Dubois said. 

Dubois moved into the Savard’s Upper Arlington suburban home, his 
room right next to their kids (they now have three children, Emma, 5, 
Elliot, 4, Zach, 1).  

The Savards only had a couple of rules with Dubois, with the main one to 
let them know if he was missing family dinner. The other? Dubois would 
babysit after the kids went to bed on occasion so the couple could have a 
date night.  

Dubois enjoyed playing knee hockey with Elliot. He’d paint Emma’s 
toenails. They’d watch TV. Savard quipped Dubois wasn’t “too keen on 
changing diapers,” but the kids still refer to that room as “PL’s bedroom.”  

“You quickly became like an uncle,” Dubois said.  

Dubois left around Christmas, when the Savards had family in town 
visiting. The initial plan was for Dubois to find his own place but he came 
back after the holidays with his bags — he wanted to stay.  

They’d watch hockey together, or the Quebec version of The 
Bachelorette. They’d stay up late in the living room talking about 
anything, from serious to silly. 

When the Blue Jackets had an 80s night party, Savard and Dubois 
coordinated their outfits. Savard wore a jean jacket and a mullet. Dubois 
had a Miami Vice look with a pink suit, white turtle neck.  

“Everyone loved him on the team,” Dubois said. “He was always joking 
around, having fun. David was sometimes a friend, sometimes a father 
figure, sometimes we were ‘Dumb and Dumber’ together. He could be 
mature and could also be a kid and have fun.” 

David Savard at a Blue Jackets community event. (Courtesy Columbus 
Blue Jackets) 

On the morning of April 10, Savard and Foligno caught up at Nationwide 
Arena. Both veterans were expected to be dealt by the trade deadline 
two days later, so they decided to meet up at Foligno’s that afternoon to 
let their kids play together in the backyard one last time. 

Savard made the coffee run to pick up lattes, with his two oldest kids in 
the backseat. But while he was in the drive-thru, he got a call from Blue 
Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen.  

He was traded to Tampa.  

“You’re just shocked,” he said.  
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Savard called Valerie, then tried to keep his two kids quiet as he 
completed the 10-minute drive to Foligno’s house. Savard was late.  

“What took you so long?” Foligno asked. 

“I got traded,” Savard replied.  

“Holy shit,” Foligno said. 

They looked at each other, with Savard saying it got emotional. Foligno 
was traded to the Maple Leafs the next day.  

“We realized this might be the end of our time together,” Foligno said.  

They came up together with the Blue Jackets, became fathers together. 
They sat in the backyard, sipping their lattes, going down memory lane. 
All the games and practices. The sweep over Tampa. The Halloween 
parties. The Blue Rodeo moments.  

“I can’t believe I’ve got to play these guys in a couple weeks,” Savard told 
Foligno. “It’s going to be so weird. I don’t know if I’m going to laugh or 
what looking across at them. It’ll be emotional.”  

It was comforting for Foligno and Savard to be together in that life-
changing moment. Both friends would be chasing a Cup for a team other 
than Columbus. They laughed at how much fun it’d be if they played 
against each other in the playoffs.  

They thanked each other for everything over the years.  

“Let’s be honest, Savvy didn’t wear an ‘A,’ but he was one of the leaders 
on our team, if not the most important one on the back end,” Foligno 
said. “You guys will see that. He’s not the most outgoing guy to start, but 
as soon as they get to know him, his true colors will come out — the big 
Frenchman. He’s one of the team favorites. A great guy, a world class 
guy.” 

The two buddies sat out back for an hour and a half. Foligno noticed how 
bittersweet it was for Savard, but could tell how internally excited he was. 
Savard was pumped his family could soon join him, having been traded 
to another U.S. city.  

“He believed he was going to a really good team with a real shot at a 
Cup,” Foligno said. “He realized what they paid for him, and that gave 
him confidence.” 

Savard joked with Foligno that he’s so happy he doesn’t have to face the 
Lightning potent power play anymore.  

They had a good laugh. “Holy shit,” Foligno said. “Amen to that.” 

When Savard gathered his kids and headed home, it was only the start of 
a whirlwind few weeks. He took a private jet the next night to meet the 
team in Nashville, having a late night dinner with Hedman, former 
Columbus teammate Curtis McElhinney and captain Steven Stamkos. He 
could sense their drive, how they feel like they still “have something to 
prove.” 

He didn’t have many shared stories to talk about. At least, not yet.  

“It was tough to leave Columbus but I loved the guys, the team, the city, 
they were awesome to me and my family,” Savard said. “At the same 
time, it’s a great chance to win a Stanley Cup. I was really pumped about 
that. That’s all you dream of as a player.” 
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The Athletic / Making sense of the decision to cancel the Women’s World 
Championships (again) — and what’s next 

 

By Hailey Salvian Apr 21, 2021  

 

The six goalies vying for a spot on Team Canada’s World Championship 
roster had just left the ice at the Scotiabank Centre in Halifax when the 
news broke: The 2021 Women’s World Championships had been 
cancelled. 

Meanwhile, in Portland, Maine, players chosen to represent Team USA 
were in the middle of their final day of training camp before they were 
scheduled to make the bus trip to Halifax on Thursday. 

Only hours earlier, the Czech Republic officially named their 25-player 
roster that would travel to Nova Scotia for the tournament. 

All of this reveals how suddenly the rug was pulled out from under 
players, coaches and tournament organizers. 

After being initially postponed from an April puck drop, the IIHF and 
Hockey Canada received confirmation from the provincial government of 
Nova Scotia on Wednesday morning that the 2021 IIHF Women’s World 
Championship in Halifax and Truro — scheduled to take place from May 
6 to 16 — had been cancelled over concerns associated with COVID-19. 

“This is very disappointing news to receive with just a few weeks until the 
tournament was to begin,” said IIHF President René Fasel. “We strongly 
believe that we had the adequate safety measures in place to protect 
players, officials, spectators, and all residents in Halifax and Truro, based 
on the IIHF and Hockey Canada’s experiences from hosting the IIHF 
World Junior Championship in Edmonton.” 

The IIHF and Hockey Canada pledged “to work towards finding new 
dates for the tournament, with the goal to host the event in the summer of 
2021.” 

The 2021 World Championships was supposed to mark a long-awaited 
return to competition for the best women’s hockey players in the world, 
most of whom have not played a meaningful hockey game in over two 
years. 

On the eve of the 2019 world championships, the Canadian Women’s 
Hockey League announced it would fold after nearly 12 years in 
operation, setting in motion a two-year boycott of the professional game 
by nearly 200 elite players and taking away most Canadian players’ daily 
training environments. 

Then, the 2019 4 Nations Cup was cancelled due to contract disputes 
between the Swedish Ice Hockey Association and the Swedish women’s 
team. The 2020 4 Nations Cup and the 2020 women’s world 
championships were cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Now, the 2021 tournament is in doubt, too. 

“It’s hard to describe. You know, (there is) definitely a little bit of disbelief, 
a little shock, and a lot of emotion,” said Gina Kingsbury, the manager of 
Team Canada, in a news conference Wednesday afternoon. “This is a 
group that has been through a lot in the past two years … so they’re 
definitely familiar with disappointing news.” 

During a press conference on Wednesday afternoon, Hockey Canada 
executives indicated that the decision to cancel the tournament was one 
the province of Nova Scotia made Wednesday morning. 

“We’ve had excellent discussions … as recently as communicating 
through the night with the IIHF in advance of the final compliance call this 
morning,” said Hockey Canada president and COO Scott Smith. “And we 
were advised very unexpectedly of the change in direction from the 
province. 

“I don’t say that to lay blame at the feet of the province,” he added. “We 
have full respect for Nova Scotia Health and their decision.” 

The decision from the province comes as case counts in Nova Scotia, 
while small in comparison to other provinces (like Ontario), have steadily 
been on the rise, with confirmed cases of the new variants. 
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On Wednesday, the province reported 25 new cases of COVID-19 for 79 
active cases, which is nearly double the amount reported less than a 
week ago. For instance, on Thursday, April 15, the province reported 
three new cases of COVID-19 and only 42 active cases. 

Nova Scotia also imposed new travel restrictions this week, stating 
“effective April 22 at 8 a.m., people from outside Nova Scotia, Prince 
Edward Island and Newfoundland and Labrador will not be allowed to 
enter Nova Scotia unless their travel is essential or they are permanent 
residents of Nova Scotia.” 

“This is not the time for people to come to Nova Scotia for anything other 
than essential travel,” said Premier Iain Rankin. “Given that the pandemic 
is now being driven by variants that transmit more easily, this strong 
action is necessary to protect Nova Scotians.” 

At a press conference on Tuesday, Nova Scotia Chief Medical Officer 
Robert Strang said that despite the new restrictions, he was comfortable 
with the protocols in place for the tournament to go ahead. 

“That tournament, in my opinion, does not present a risk of bringing 
COVID and transmitting it into Nova Scotia with all the very strict 
protocols they have even before they leave their home countries,” Strang 
said then. 

Hockey Canada’s manager of events Dean McIntosh provided an 
overview of those protocols on Wednesday: 

Players and team personnel arriving Thursday were to begin a 14-day 
quarantine starting with eight days of strict self-isolation in their hotel 
rooms (meals would be sent to their rooms) from April 22 until April 30. 

On May 1, after a third negative test — testing would be on April 22, 26, 
and 30 — teams would graduate to team isolation. 

“What that meant was that each of the Federation’s would travel to the 
venue on a bus, they would get off the bus, enter the venue, they would 
have the opportunity to dress and skate, they would have a one-hour 
session and return back to the hotel and meals would be continued to 
deliver in their own rooms,” McIntosh explained. “So really the 14-day 
quarantine period in Nova Scotia would have been a combination of self-
isolation and team isolation.” 

Those in the bubble would also be tested on May 4 and May 6 prior to 
the start of the competition, two more times during the competition and 
prior to leaving the province. Further, players and personnel would have 
been required to use wearable technology that would monitor their 
quarantine compliance and allow for contact tracing. 

“We heard very clearly from Dr. Strang that he was comfortable and 
confident in our protocols,” McIntosh said. “But at the end of the day 
there was also a clear discussion with the province of Nova Scotia, and 
an increasing caseload that the concern was for the health and safety of 
Nova Scotians, and we certainly respect that decision.” 

Less than 24 hours after his chief medical offer expressed support for the 
tournament, the Premier withdrew his permission for the event to take 
place in the province. 

“It was my recommendation the 2021 IIHF Women’s World Hockey 
Championships be cancelled,” Premier Rankin said in a statement. “I 
sincerely regret the short notice, but the rapidly changing environment 
dictates this decision in the interest of the safety of Nova Scotians and 
participants. We have worked diligently with Hockey Canada to ensure 
we can stage a safe and successful world hockey championship and they 
have been a great partner, but the safety of the Nova Scotia public and 
participants is paramount and is the reason for our decision.” 

This statement comes just one day before all 10 teams were scheduled 
to enter the IIHF bubble in Halifax on Thursday, with Team Canada 
already there for their week-long selection camp. 

“At five o’clock this morning, this was a go. At seven-thirty, it was not,” 
Hockey Canada CEO Tom Renney said. “Some of this is much, much 
further beyond our control than we would like.” 

The abrupt cancellation of the event so close to its start date raises 
legitimate questions about why no contingency plan had been considered 
for a marquee event on the women’s hockey calendar, which had already 
been postponed after the recommendation from the provincial health 
authority in Nova Scotia. 

Not to mention that the women’s under-18 hockey championship in 
Sweden was also cancelled while the men’s World Junior 
Championships were held from Dec. 25 to Jan. 5 in Edmonton. The 
men’s world championship is scheduled to open in less than a month in 
Riga, Latvia. And the men’s under-18 championship is set to open 
Monday in Frisco, Texas, after being moved from Michigan in February 
with the hope of having a better chance to complete the tournament. 

The optics aren’t great. Especially when you consider Team Canada 
forward Blayre Turnbull publicly questioned the IIHF’s decision not to 
relocate the women’s world championships as they did the men’s U18 
tournament. 

ANY UPDATE ON WOMEN’S WORLDS OR ARE WE STILL AT THE 
BOTTOM OF THE PRIORITY LIST? @IIHFHOCKEY 
HTTPS://T.CO/X6AMDSUBEV 

— BLAYRE TURNBULL (@KATBT617) FEBRUARY 11, 2021 

When asked by The Athletic if a similar move was considered, Smith said 
there was a meeting between Hockey Canada and representatives of the 
IIHF during the world juniors in Edmonton, where both sides discussed 
two options with respect to the women’s worlds. 

One option was to move the previously set April dates to May 6-16. And 
a second option of hosting the tournament from Aug. 20-30. Hockey 
Canada and the IIHF chose the former option and did not consider a 
change of location. 

“Because of the promising discussions that we had with the Nova Scotia 
Health Authority as recently as through last night, we didn’t entertain a 
secondary option,” Smith said. “Because we felt that we were on a path, 
and had the approval to operate the event until just at 7:30 this morning 
on the dates that were proposed for May.” 

So what now? 

The natural next step is to figure out if the tournament will be 
rescheduled. And if so, where and when it will be held. 

Fasel told The Associated Press that the focus is on rescheduling the 
tournament to potentially this summer and holding it in either Nova 
Scotia, elsewhere in Canada or finding another host nation. He said the 
initial plan is to have Nova Scotia host the event in August. 

The Athletic’s Sean Shapiro reported Wednesday night that Dallas-Fort 
Worth and the Stars are working on potentially hosting. According to 
Shapiro’s source, multiple federations have encouraged a plan that 
would see the tournament being held in Texas. 

Earlier on Wednesday, when asked if relocating to the U.S. was an 
option, Renney said the priority is to host in Canada but said “anything is 
possible.” 

“We’re up against an opponent that really dictates the terms, you know, 
and it really has everything to do with health,” he said. “We have every 
desire to hold this event in Canada. … That’s our No. 1 objective — 
where that ends up happening should everything come to pass remains 
to be seen.” 

One major consideration with an August World Championships is how it 
would impact typical Olympic centralization. Before the Games, Hockey 
Canada invites its Olympic hopefuls to Calgary for a six-to-seven month 
“centralized” camp. That usually begins at the end of August or the start 
of September. According to Kingsbury, Hockey Canada was going to 
announce its Olympic Selection roster next month, but that timeline may 
change. 
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Both the Worlds and a full centralization are critical for Olympic 
preparation. Working out that schedule is going to be a key balancing 
act. 

When asked about what is next for her group, she said it’s too soon to 
say but that Hockey Canada will need to make those decisions fairly 
quickly. 

“I don’t think we’re in a position right now to know exactly what our next 
move is and how we prepare for Beijing,” she said. “But obviously we’ll 
work closely together as a group and put together the best possible plan 
to ensure that we are successful in Beijing and that our athletes are 
prepared and get the experience and opportunities that they deserve.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 04.22.2021 

1210122 Websites 

 

The Athletic / LeBrun: NHL GMs updated on 2021-22 season start date, 
Olympics, draft. Plus, Zach Hyman contract comparables 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Apr 21, 2021  

 

A date for puck drop next season. That’s a wonderful thing to think about. 
Especially with Seattle entering the fray as the 32nd team. 

The NHL for the first time shared on the general managers’ call 
Wednesday its hopeful target date to start the 2021-22 season next fall: 
Oct. 12. Which is about a week later than normal. 

Training camps would open Sept. 22, sources on the call confirmed. 

Again, that’s if all goes smoothly and there are no delays as the world 
tries to get vaccinated and power through this pandemic. But it’s good to 
know there’s a date to shoot for. 

What the league can’t yet say for sure, and it didn’t come up on the call 
Wednesday, was when exactly the Stanley Cup playoffs would begin 
next month. 

The league wants to wait a bit longer before having to finalize that 
decision. 

I do believe the NHL can start some playoffs games involving U.S. teams 
the weekend of May 15 even if the North Division is still playing out its 
regular season for a few more days. But again, I think the NHL wants to 
wait and see how the next 1-2 weeks play out before firming that up. 

Other notes from Wednesday’s call, which substituted for the normal 
annual gathering in Boca Raton, Fla: 

Olympics 

The NHL told GMs that the plan is still to participate in the Beijing 
Olympics next February as long as a deal can be reached with the 
IOC/IIHF. The league reiterated to GMs that it is engaged with the IIHF 
and the IOC but that those bodies haven’t yet focused on the 
NHL/NHLPA or their issues quite yet. 

They have to get moving on it from a timing perspective because the 
NHL has to create a schedule for next season. 

The NHL hopes to hear back from the IIHF/IOC soon, and I would 
suggest the end of May as a deadline of sorts to figure it all out. But the 
clock is ticking on an Olympic deal. 

Men’s worlds 

On a day when the women’s IIHF world championships was canceled in 
Nova Scotia — just brutal news, although the IIHF and Hockey Canada 
hope to still hold the event somewhere this summer — the NHL informed 
GMs that the men’s worlds appear to be moving forward in Latvia. 

There was a question in some quarters as to whether the NHL would 
allow players to participate this year given the pandemic, sources say 
NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly told GMs on the call that the players 
are entitled to go on the same basis they’ve gone in prior years. 

NHL Draft 

It was a rather simple update for GMs regarding the July 23-24 draft: It 
will indeed be a virtual one for a second straight year. 

The league will try to learn from the virtual draft last October in terms of 
what worked and didn’t work and hopefully make improvements. The 
league hopes this virtual draft runs a little more smoothly; the hope is that 
the second day will be significantly shorter. Probably because the league 
will tell teams just to keep making their picks on the second day and not 
be beholden to the TV production. 

Long-term injured reserve 

There’s been much said of late about how certain teams are using LTIR 
late in the season. Our James Mirtle wrote about it earlier this week. 

According to sources, Daly did in fact address the issue at the end of his 
address to GMs. 

The league doesn’t consider this a burning issue, but perhaps given all 
the attention it’s been getting Daly decided to address it, more so for the 
teams not involved as opposed to the teams in question. 

The message: The NHL this year is doing what it has historically done, 
which is investigating the cases it needs to investigate and ensuring the 
league is comfortable that people are using LTIR appropriately and 
consistently with what it was intended for and not as a circumvention of 
the cap. 

Perhaps this is a bit of an oversimplification by me, but I think if the likes 
of Frederik Andersen or Nikita Kucherov make their return from injury in 
the very first game of the playoffs, the league will definitely be looking 
into it. 

But again, I think Daly addressing it was more for all the teams not 
involved, just to reassure them that the league is on it. 

The league is in constant communication with clubs as they use LTIR, 
and when they want to make deals at the trade deadline the league is 
asking them what they’re going to do with the injured player when he’s 
healthy and ready to play. 

Coach’s challenge 

The NHL’s hockey ops, as it always would before the playoffs, went over 
the coach’s challenge again for goalie interference and offside review. 

One key message was reinforced on goalie interference review: The call 
on the ice stands unless video review shows it’s clearly wrong. Which to 
me means that with any close review, the tie goes to the call on the ice. 

Keep that in mind, especially come playoff time. 

Puck over glass suggestion 

One interesting rule change discussion on the call came from Jarmo 
Kekalainen. 

The Blue Jackets GM suggested that for a puck over the glass in the 
defensive zone that it’s not an automatic penalty unless the player in 
question has full puck control. Just like puck control needs to be 
established during a delayed penalty. 

So if a defensive player inadvertently deflects the puck over the boards 
but it’s clear he didn’t have puck control, it shouldn’t be a penalty. 

There’s some merit in what he’s saying, but I’m also not surprised by the 
fact he didn’t get much support for it. I think what GMs like the most 
about the rule is that there’s nothing subjective in it; it’s a puck over the 
glass or it isn’t, regardless of intent or how it happened. While I 
understand where Kekalainen is coming from, I don’t think GMs want to 
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add another layer of responsibility to the refs in deciding what is puck 
control. 

But that’s why you have these meetings, to generate discussion. It often 
leads nowhere, but sometimes it’s something that people come back to 
years later. 

In fact, there were no rule recommendations pushed forward at all, which 
you sometimes would get at this meeting when it’s normally held over 
three days in March in Boca Raton. 

Short and sweet 

Wednesday’s meeting lasted two hours and 22 minutes, a far cry from 
the three-day meeting GMs are used to in a pre-pandemic world. 

And there wasn’t a whole lot of dialogue from GMs in terms of questions 
for the league. I think you just get this feeling around the league that it’s 
just about trying to get through this season and turning the page as soon 
as possible. 

And finally, the Hyman contract 

This has nothing to do with the GMs meeting, but I thought I would 
expand on something I talked about on TSN’s “Insider Trading” this 
week. 

The near hysteria with which Maple Leafs fans greeted Zach Hyman’s 
knee injury before we all learned it wasn’t terribly serious (out two weeks, 
MCL sprain) motivated me to examine his value, well, where it really 
counts. 

He is indeed rather irreplaceable in that lineup, and hopefully the Leafs 
find a way to re-sign him. His four-year deal with a $2.25 million AAV 
expires after the season. 

I was curious: What do people around the league think he’s worth? So I 
reached out to half a dozen front-office executives from across the 
league to get a neutral view on that. First, some contracts signed by 
wingers since the pandemic: 

Brendan Gallagher, 6 x $6.5 million AAV 

Josh Anderson, 7 x $5.5 million AAV 

Tyler Toffoli, 4 x $4.25 million AAV 

Alex Iafallo, 4 x $4 million AAV 

Tanner Pearson, 3 x $3.25 million AAV 

Scott Laughton (also plays C), 5 x $3 million AAV 

No doubt in my mind that Hyman’s camp will bring up Gallagher’s deal as 
their top comparable when talks resume with the Leafs this summer. 
Both are 28 and play similar games, but I would argue Gallagher has 
been a more proven goal scorer. Still, that contract will have an impact in 
talks at least as the high-end carrot. 

A sampling of what team executives around the league felt regarding 
Hyman’s next contract: 

One felt Hyman would be mid-to-high $5 million range, with Anderson 
being a comparable. Another felt Hyman would easily get $5 million a 
year if he left Toronto. One exec felt clearly Hyman had to be north of 
Iafallo but where the deals end up depended on which team really fell in 
love with Hyman; he felt the range would be anywhere from $4.25 million 
x 4 up to $5 million x 5. Another felt it would be five or six years and a 
number starting with a 5. 

A player agent who is not involved feels it will be $4 million x 5 or $4.5 
million x 4 if he re-signs with the Leafs and $5 million AAV x 4 if he goes 
to market. The bottom line is that the industry seems to see Hyman 
signing anywhere from $4.5 million to $5.5 million a year depending on 
term. 

For the Leafs to keep him, my guess is the AAV number has to start with 
a 4. On the open market, it would appear Hyman gets a number that 
starts with a 5. 
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The Athletic / KHL president Alexey Morozov on how his league handled 
COVID-19, expansion, NHL exhibition games 

 

By Sean Shapiro Apr 21, 2021  

 

Sometime within the next two weeks, Alexey Morozov is finally going to 
be able to award the Gagarin Cup. Morozov was named the president of 
the Kontinental Hockey League on Feb. 14, 2020, after the prior 
president Dmitry Chernyshenko was appointed the Deputy Prime 
Minister of the Russian Federation. 

In the 14 months since he took the job, Morozov has managed a league 
that spans six nations and two continents during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Six weeks after his appointment, the KHL shuttered and 
canceled the remainder of the 2019-20 season. 

Since then, the 2020-21 season has powered through with the backdrop 
of a pandemic, and will soon crown a champion between Avangard 
Omsk and CSKA Moscow. 

“We are missing this feeling and looking forward to giving out the Cup 
since last year we didn’t have this opportunity,” Morozov told The Athletic 
for a wide-ranging interview, with the help of a translater, between 
Games 1 and 2 of the Gagarin Cup on Monday. “We are looking forward 
to giving the Cup and having the celebrations like we can showcase in 
Russia.” 

While the 2019-20 KHL season was canceled without a champion, the 
2020-21 KHL season started on time back in September with alterations 
caused by the pandemic. Admiral Vladivostok went dormant for a year 
because of financial struggle from the pandemic, but is planning on 
returning to play next season according to Morozov assuming they pay 
back their debts to the league, while Kunlun Red Star moved for one 
season from Beijing to Moscow. 

The KHL required frequent COVID-19 testing, which Morozov said the 
league paid for but was less willing to postpone games or alter the 
schedule for outbreaks. For example, Mike Pellino, a coach with 
Metallurg Magnitogorsk this season, said if a situation arose in the KHL 
with a team that had several COVID-19 impacted players and support 
staff like the recent one with the Vancouver Canucks, the team would 
have been asked to play through it and call up junior players to fill out the 
roster. 

“The good thing is we are vertical for the KHL, it’s not just about the 
professional teams, it’s about the junior teams as well and the youth 
teams,” Morozov said. “We let the teams know that in case there is a 
high number of positive tests, then the younger players need to be 
included in the lineup. And we are now seeing we have many young 
players that became full-time KHL players and are being very solid right 
now who are also performing well in the final series now.” 

Morozov said he was happy with how the KHL had turned the locker 
rooms and team facilities into safe zones and kept players with positive 
tests away from others, which helped limit the overall spread of COVID-
19 across the league. 

Former NHLer Nigel Dawes recently completed his 10th season in the 
KHL and said from a player’s perspective, the COVID-19 regulations 
changed based on geography or the region a team was in. It also felt like 
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a reality, Dawes said, that at some point every player in the KHL was 
likely going to catch COVID-19. 

“We were testing every five days, management coaches and players, but 
it kind of had two waves where a lot of people had it early in training 
camp, but it was weird in a way where not everybody on the team and 
not everybody in the league was getting it at once,” Dawes said. “It’s like 
you had these different pockets and disruptions where you could have 
anything from seven guys to 10 guys missing. That was the first wave, 
and then it wasn’t like the NHL where we had a bubble, so you didn’t 
really know what to expect with everywhere you went.” 

Dawes, who played with Kazan Ak-Bars, said some countries were much 
more strict. Finland, for example, required security surrounding KHL 
teams visiting Helsinki and players weren’t allowed to go anywhere other 
than their hotel room or the rink. He also said the number of tests on 
players was determined by the country, for example, going to and from 
Latvia required a test before and upon entering the country. 

Dawes said in Russia it felt more relaxed and players were still able to go 
to restaurants. Mask-wearing was required, but the world felt less shut 
down than other countries. 

“The league has six or seven countries, so we saw all these different 
ways of handling it,” Dawes said. “And you don’t know which is right and 
which is wrong, which just made so much of an adjustment when 
traveling.” 

Navigating COVID-19 and finishing out the 2020-21 season is still first on 
Morozov’s agenda, while long term he said he needs to focus on the 
growth of the league in a couple of key areas. Domestically, Morozov 
said the KHL, needs to better appeal to a younger generation of fans. 
Internationally, the KHL is interested in growing its footprint outside of 
Russia, through both showcase events and eventually expansion. 

Next season the KHL is planning on hosting a world game event in 
Europe and Asia, the exact countries are still to be determined. Morozov 
said he’s also already had expansion discussions with countries not 
currently in the KHL. 

“We have some criteria they have to meet, like the financial structure and 
the infrastructure of the city,” Morozov said. “We are working on this.” 

There was no specific timeline, but Morozov mentioned some of the 
discussions have come with three-year timelines of whether a market 
could reach the KHL’s goalposts. 

As a league, Morozov said the implementation of a salary cap and a 
salary floor has created more of a competitive balance within the KHL. 
The league operated with a salary cap of around 900 million rubles (close 
to $12 million U.S. dollars) this season and a salary floor of 270 million 
rubles (close to $3.55 million USD). 

“It was the first year with the salary cap and different cubs were 
managing it in their own way,” Morozov said. “Some clubs were putting it 
all in their top line, and investing in that, while others were more balanced 
in the lineup. And the market was really vivid, and it led to more trades, 
and we think more rosters will be changing a lot.” 

Morozov wouldn’t say it, but the finances of the KHL create a dynamic 
that limits the ability to really compete with the NHL for top talents in their 
primes. It’s why the league now typically exists as a springboard for NHL 
careers, like with Kirill Kaprizov, or a sunset league for older Russians 
that want to play closer to home like Pavel Datsyuk. 

Alex Ovechkin has said in the past that he’d like to finish his career in the 
KHL, playing for Dynamo Moscow. Ovechkin, 35, is a free agent this 
summer, so he could be on the KHL radar, but his current $10 million 
salary is more than most KHL teams spend on their entire roster and 
even a slight decrease in pay would represent a massive, likely 
unsustainable, chunk of a KHL team’s cap space within the new system. 

The NHL and KHL have a complicated relationship. The leagues have a 
memorandum of understanding, where they’ve both agreed to respect 
each other’s contracts, but there isn’t a formal transfer agreement, which 

would be the required mechanism for allowing players to move from one 
league to the other mid-contract for a transfer fee. The lack of a transfer 
agreement, for example, is why Kaprizov had to stay in the KHL until he 
was 23. 

Morozov, who played 451 games for the Pittsburgh Penguins, said right 
now the KHL has a good relationship with the NHL and with his 
background playing in both leagues, he’s working on building that 
relationship in his new post. Including trying to find potential games 
between NHL and KHL teams in a showcase or exhibition type event. 

“Recently in the board of directors meetings we had teams bring up they 
want to play games against top North American teams in the NHL,” 
Morozov said. “And we want to work on this issue, because we are sure 
it would be a spectacular event and something we’d want.” 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Who wins? Team Deadline Day Trade 
or Team Draft Floor Trade? 

 

By Sean McIndoe Apr 21, 2021 

 

Today’s post comes from reader Mike, who recently DM’ed me with a 
simple question: 

Since the only two times a GM can make a trade is at the trade deadline 
or at the draft (or so we’ve been told), which one gives us the best all-
time team? 

Love it. Since we’re all entering deadline withdrawal, let’s do this before 
we all forget what a trade is. I’m going back to 1979, which is the start of 
the entry draft era and one year before the Butch Goring trade ushered in 
the modern concept of the deadline. Four decades shouldn’t be too much 
research for one post, right? 

But first, a few ground rules™: 

I’m going to define the deadline as the three days before. That’s partly to 
make sure we can cover most of the big deals — a surprising number of 
big “deadline” deals didn’t actually happen on the day itself, including that 
Goring deal everyone thinks is the ultimate deadline move — and partly 
because as we’ll see in a minute, we’re giving the draft three days too. 
Note that this still rules out some deadline-adjacent deals you might 
expect to see, like Brian Leetch to Toronto (which came six days before 
the 2004 deadline) 

For the draft, we’ll go with the three-day window starting the day before 
the draft begins. That captures all the draft floor deals, including in the 
modern two-day draft era, plus just enough pre-draft maneuvering to 
capture the spirit of the thing. 

This one’s important: For deadline deals, we’re looking for players only; 
trading a pick that turns into a star months or years later doesn’t count. 
For draft trades, we’ll count picks only if it’s clear that the team knew with 
certainty that they were going to get a specific player. So that counts 
deals for the No. 1 pick, deals where a team traded up during the draft for 
the next pick on the board, and a handful of other exceptions we’ll get to. 
But it doesn’t count deals like the Devils trading down from 11th to 20th 
in 1990 and getting Martin Brodeur; they may have been targeting him, 
but they couldn’t know that he’d be there 10 picks later, so he wasn’t 
really “in” the trade. 

We want a standard 20-man roster with 12 forwards, six defensemen and 
two goalies. We’ll try to keep our centers and wings realistic up front but 
won’t get carried away. 
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Finally, our rosters only get credit for everything a player did in his career 
after the trade. That doesn’t necessarily have to have been with the team 
that acquired him, but for example, Adam Oates doesn’t make Team 
Deadline based on being traded in 2002 when he was 39 and pretty 
much done. 

Let’s do this. Thanks to Mike, and as always to Hockey Reference, NHL 
Trade Tracker and Pro Sports Transactions. 

First line 

Team Deadline starts strong with a trio of Hall-of-Famers. They can use 
the league’s fifth all-time leading scorer at center in Ron Francis, thanks 
to the 1991 deal that sent him from Hartford to Pittsburgh. We’ll give him 
about 1,300 goals worth of wingers in Brett Hull (who was traded at the 
1988 deadline) and Marian Hossa (from 2008). That means we’re getting 
almost all of Hull’s career, all of Francis’s best seasons, and Hossa’s 
two-way dominance in his second half. Pretty pretty good. 

Can Team Draft Floor compete? Well, no. But they can at least ice three 
Hall-of-Famers of their own, or at least they will once the next class is 
announced. We’ll start the line with Joe Sakic, who was drafted by the 
Nordiques with a pick they acquired in the draft floor Dale Hunter trade in 
1987. I originally didn’t have Sakic as an eligible choice, but according to 
then Caps GM David Poile in this news article, the trade went down with 
Washington on the clock, meaning the Nordiques made it knowing Sakic 
was on the top of their draft board. 

So Sakic makes the cut, and we can give him Daniel Sedin and Henrik 
Sedin as linemates; they both qualify thanks to Brian Burke’s draft floor 
wheeling and dealing. Technically, Burke had to wait for the top pick, but 
he had Atlanta’s word that they were taking Patrik Stefan. As much fun 
as it is to imagine Burke getting double-crossed in that scenario, he knew 
he was getting the Sedins when he made those trades. 

That’s a strong top line for Team Draft Floor, but Team Deadline has a 
pretty clear early edge. 

Second line 

Team Deadline starts with two more Hall-of-Fame wingers, and they 
come from the same trade, as a North Stars/Capitals blockbuster from 
one minute before the 1989 deadline gives us both Mike Gartner and 
Dino Ciccarelli. When you can start your second line with over 1,300 
goals, you’re in decent shape. But this is where we run into our first bump 
in the road for our deadline squad, as it’s already tough to find a top-tier 
center. Apparently, those guys just don’t get moved at the deadline 
unless they’re Ron Francis, so we’ll have to settle for some good-but-not-
great options unless we want the dreaded three-winger line. I’ll go with 
Pierre Turgeon, who barely makes our three-day limit thanks to the 1995 
deal that sent him to the Habs. 

Team Draft Floor has no such issues down the middle, as we can give 
them Mats Sundin, who was traded for Wendel Clark to ooh’s and aah’s 
on the draft floor in Hartford in 1994. In fact, we’ve got so much center 
depth that we can shift an all-star pivot to the wing and put Dale 
Hawerchuk on this line, thanks to the 1990 draft floor deal that sent him 
from Winnipeg to Buffalo. And we’ll round out the line with Rick Nash, 
who was the target when the Blue Jackets traded up to the first pick just 
minutes before the 2002 draft started. 

This one is close, with each line boasting two Hall-of-Famers. I think the 
edge goes to Team Deadline once again since we’re not getting most of 
Hawerchuk’s best work, but the gap is narrower than it was on the first 
line. 

Third line 

Let’s start Team Deadline off with a name that didn’t get much attention 
at the time but turned out to be important. Markus Naslund went from 
Pittsburgh to Vancouver at the 1996 deadline and eventually became 
one of the best wingers in the league, so he’ll slot in nicely. We can give 
him Keith Tkachuk on the other wing; he had 500 career goals, but we’re 
only getting access to about half thanks to the 2001 deadline deal that 

sent him to the Blues. Still, not bad, and we can give these guys a decent 
center in Daniel Briere, whose 2003 deadline move to Buffalo gives us 
just about all of his best work. 

Team Draft Floor counters with a line that features a Hall-of-Famer in 
Joey Mullen, who went from Calgary to Pittsburgh on the draft floor in 
1990 and still had three 30-goal seasons left in him. He’s joined by a guy 
who should be in the Hall in Alexander Mogilny, who went from Buffalo to 
Vancouver at the 1995 draft, meaning we get most of his career but miss 
out on his legendary 76-goal season. And we’ll give them an underrated 
center in Ed Olczyk, courtesy of some draft floor dealing by his 
hometown Hawks in 1984. Chicago traded up to No. 3, knowing the 
Penguins were taking Mario Lemieux first, and then sent future 
considerations to the Devils to make sure they passed on Olczyk. 

This one’s tough since we’re only getting partial credit for everyone 
except Naslund, and I think it might be too close to call. 

Fourth line 

Team Deadline is running on fumes here, and it’s actually not hard to see 
why. Our rule about only getting a player’s post-trade production is 
hurting them here since most of the big names who get moved at the 
deadline are veterans whose best years are behind them. I can still build 
a decent line, starting with Brad Richards, who went from Tampa to 
Dallas at the 2008 deadline, meaning we get a 91-point season and 
nearly a decade of mostly productive play. We’ll put Mark Stone on his 
wing because even with only two years to draw from, his Vegas work has 
been strong enough to earn him a spot on the team. And I almost have to 
give the last spot to Butch Goring, if only because he’s half the reason 
we love the deadline as much as we do. 

Team Draft Floor has way more depth available and could piece together 
another strong line or two of 80s and 90s names. But instead, I’m going 
to give their fourth line a modern twist. Let’s start them off with Artemi 
Panarin, traded from Chicago to Columbus at the 2017 draft in a deal 
Hawks fans would rather forget. Speaking of regret, we can also use 
Mathew Barzal, nabbed by the Islanders after pulling off the Griffin 
Reinhart heist just moments before. And we’ll close with one more 
current star in Brayden Point, subject to one of the funniest trade-ups in 
draft floor history back in 2014. He finishes off a line that has a clear 
edge over what Team Deadline can offer, giving Team Draft Floor its first 
win. 

Near-misses 

Team Deadline has some big names who were traded late in their 
career, meaning we’d only get credit for a few past-their-prime seasons. 
That rules out Marcel Dionne, Peter Stastny, Michel Goulet, Peter 
Forsberg and Martin St. Louis. I didn’t use Taylor Hall, since we’d only 
have like a week to work with. And late cuts included Eric Staal, J.T 
Miller, Cliff Ronning and Joey Juneau. I also considered Craig Janney, 
thanks to his 1994 deadline deal move from St. Louis to, uh, St. Louis. 
Yeah, that one was complicated, maybe it’s best to steer clear. 

Team Draft Floor misses out on a young Adam Oates by 24 hours, as his 
1989 trade to the Blues came two days before the draft started. I thought 
about names like Vladimir Tarasenko and Logan Couture (whose teams 
traded up for them), Jakub Voracek (from the 2011 Jeff Carter deal), 
Hunter (from that Sakic deal), Clark (from the Sundin deal), Jason 
Spezza (for a deal we’ll get to in a moment), and even Marc Savard (a 
throw-in to a 1999 draft floor deal). And I went back-and-forth on Eric 
Lindros since the trade that sent him to Philadelphia was agreed to at the 
1992 draft. But the Nordiques also agreed to a trade with the Rangers 
and an arbitrator didn’t make it official until a week later, so I don’t think 
we can count that. 

All in all, the forwards are close. Team Deadline started strong and 
looked like they may run away with it through the first five names or so, 
but Team Draft Floor had way more depth to draw from and narrowed the 
gap as we went on. I’ve always believed that elite talent wins over 
balance, so I’m going with Team Deadline up front, but not by much. 
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On the blueline… 

First pairing 

Team Deadline has some big names available, although as with the 
forwards, we’re mostly getting the late stages of their career. Still, we can 
use over a decade of Chris Chelios thanks to the Red Wings’ aggressive 
1999 deadline. We’ll pair him with a Detroit teammate, as we get most of 
Larry Murphy thanks to the same 1989 deal that already landed Ciccarelli 
and Gartner on our team. 

Team Draft Floor can start with Chris Pronger. I was initially crushed to 
find that the 2005 trade that sent him to Edmonton missed our cut-off by 
one day, but then I realized that we could go all the way back to 1993 
and another Burke draft floor deal. He landed the number two pick from 
San Jose, and while Ottawa still had to use the top selection, it was a 
lock that they were going to take Alexandre Daigle, so Burke knew he 
was getting Pronger, the top-rated player on his board. And we’ll pair him 
with one of the few defensemen who can match his nastiness in Zdeno 
Chara, thanks to Mike Milbury’s disastrous draft floor Alexei Yashin deal. 

That’s four big names, but Team Draft Floor is getting almost all of their 
guys while Team Deadline is missing the Norris years from Chelios, so 
this one is advantage Team Draft Floor. 

We’ll continue the veteran theme for Team Deadline’s second pair, as 
even two years of Ray Bourque still means landing a Norris runner-up, 
not to mention one of the greatest Cup moments ever. He’ll play with 
Ryan McDonagh, who went to the Lightning at the 2018 deadline. 

Team Draft Floor counters with two puck-movers, getting half of Phil 
Housley thanks to that 1990 Hawerchuk trade, and most of Sergei Zubov 
owing to the 1996 draft day trade that sent him from Pittsburgh to Dallas. 
It’s another big edge here to Team Draft Floor. 

Our final pairing will see Team Deadline reach back to the 1980s with 
Randy Carlyle, who went from Pittsburgh to Winnipeg at the 1984 
deadline. His Norris days were just barely behind him, but he was still 
very good for nearly a decade. We’ll pair him with Jeff Petry, who’s been 
excellent since going from Edmonton to Montreal in 2015. 

Not bad, but Team Draft Floor is a step ahead once again. They can go 
with a pairing of cap-era Norris winners in Brent Burns, thanks to the 
2011 draft day trade that sent him from Minnesota to San Jose, and Erik 
Karlsson, who the Senators moved up to get in 2008. Granted, these two 
haven’t exactly made today’s Sharks winners, but they’ll be great on a 
third pair. Wait, we don’t have a salary cap in this game, right? (Checks 
notes.) Phew. 

Near-misses 

Team Deadline could also draw on names like Jeff Brown and Lyrki 
Lumme, and I think you could make a good case for late-career Brian 
Campbell being worth a spot. They just miss out on Leetch, who was 
moved a few days ahead of the 2004 deadline. 

Team Draft Floor misses out on the Shea Weber/P.K. Subban deal that 
came a few days after the 2016 draft, although they could have Devils-
era Subban thanks to the 2019 draft trade if they wanted (they do not). 
Dougie Hamilton is available twice, from 2014 and 2018. The Predators 
traded up to get Roman Josi, who you could slip in ahead of Burns or 
Karlsson, and we could also look at names like Jay Bouwmeester or 
Darius Kasparaitis. But the one that really hurts here is Al MacInnis; the 
deal that sent him from Calgary to St. Louis happened a week after the 
draft. 

All in all, this is a strong win for Team Draft Floor, one that makes up the 
ground from the forward ranks and then some. This one will come down 
to the goalies. 

Goaltenders 

Team Deadline might be in trouble here since we’re often told that it’s 
difficult to move a goalie once the season starts. And sure enough, I’m 
not seeing any slam dunk Hall-of-Fame names here. 

Still, we can get out to a fairly solid start with Ben Bishop, who was 
traded at the deadline in 2012 (to Ottawa), 2013 (to Tampa) and 2017 
(nobody remembers). Using the earliest deal gives us virtually his entire 
career aside from 13 games, including three seasons as a Vezina finalist. 
Not bad. 

The second spot is a bit tougher, but I think we’ve got a decent option in 
Bill Ranford. He went from the Bruins to the Oilers in a fun 1988 deadline 
goalie swap that also featured Andy Moog. That gives us most of a 15-
year career that most famously featured a 1990 Conn Smythe won 
against the Boston team that traded him. 

Can Team Draft Floor measure up? I’d say so, as they can start with 
another Milbury special in Roberto Luongo, dealt to the Panthers at the 
2000 draft. And as much as it pains me to open this wound, we can pair 
him with Tuukka Rask thanks to the Leafs’ disastrous Andrew Raycroft 
deal in 2006. Having all of Rask’s NHL career and most of Luongo’s 
gives us nearly 800 wins, so we’ll take it. 

Near-misses 

Team Deadline could have gone with the last year of Robin Lehner, or 
with a longer career from Glen Hanlon. And then there’s Moog, who 
played another decade after the Ranford deal, was a Vezina finalist in 
1990, and inspired one of the worst music videos ever. 

Team Draft Floor could go with a couple of guys whose teams traded up 
for them, including Marc-Andre Fleury, or more traditional draft weekend 
trades like Sergei Bobrovsky, Pete Peeters or the memorable Cory 
Schneider announcement. 

The final rosters 

Here’s where we wound up: 

Team Deadline 

Hull 

Francis 

Hossa 

Gartner 

Turgeon 

Ciccarelli 

Tkachuk 

Briere 

Naslund 

Goring 

Richards 

Stone 

Chelios 

Murphy 

Bishop 

Bourque 

McDonagh 

Ranford 

Carlyle 

Petry 

Team Draft Floor 

Sedin 
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Sakic 

Sedin 

Hawerchuk 

Sundin 

Nash 

Mullen 

Olczyk 

Mogilny 

Point 

Barzal 

Panarin 

Pronger 

Chara 

Luongo 

Zubov 

Housley 

Rask 

Karlsson 

Burns 

It’s a competitive matchup, and Mike’s instinct that it would be worth 
doing turned out to be right. But I think we have to go with Team Draft 
Floor, right? Their edge on the blueline and in goal is just too much for 
Team Deadline’s forwards to overcome. 

Then again, maybe you figure Team Draft Floor had the advantage all 
along. They could use draft picks, albeit in a very limited way, while 
Team Deadline couldn’t. If you take the draft picks away, Team Draft 
Floor loses its whole top line and some other key pieces, and then Team 
Deadline takes the crown. 

The rules were the rules, so I’m going with Team Draft Floor as our 
winners, but if Team Deadline wants to file a formal protest, they know 
the process. (The process is to remember that and this was all for fun 
and that they’re a fictional team that doesn’t actually exist.) 
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Sportsnet.ca / Josh Anderson delivers playoff-type effort at crucial time 
for Canadiens 

 

Eric Engels 

 

It was the game Josh Anderson promised his team would play and the 
one he helped them deliver, with the most important goal coming off his 
stick just 11 seconds after Connor McDavid planted a seed of doubt with 
a beautiful goal of his own. 

Anderson added another one for good measure and was a broken stick 
away from a hat-trick into an empty net, but his leadership was apparent 
even before he came up with the most crucial plays in this 4-3 win for the 
Montreal Canadiens over the Edmonton Oilers. 

It was Anderson who said this prior to the game: “I think our battle level 
has to come up a little bit and we’ve got to be more hungry, because we 
know what’s at stake here and it’s getting into the last part of the season 
with a certain amount of games left and we’ve got to start playing playoff 
hockey now. We can’t wait any longer.” 

It was also Anderson who set the tone in warmup, serving notice to Alex 
Chiasson that he’d have to answer for the hit that concussed Carey Price 
in Monday’s 4-1 loss to the Oilers. 

The Canadiens responded with a dominant first period, over the course 
of which Corey Perry fought Chiasson and Artturi Lehkonen put the team 
up by a goal. They out-shot the Oilers 14-3 and registered 21 hits. 

It was Canadiens centre Jesperi Kotkaniemi driving Josh Archibald into 
the Montreal bench early on, and Kotkaniemi setting up the play that 
Lehkonen capitalized on. 

The 20-year-old Finn, who had a coming-out party of sorts in last year’s 
playoffs, was a driver in this game. So was Lehkonen, who has had 
another gear in the most important games throughout his professional 
career, extending back to his days in Sweden, where he broke Daniel 
Alfredsson’s scoring record in a championship run with the Frolunda 
Lions in 2016. 

Paul Byron had seven hits before two periods were played and Ben 
Chiarot had nine, including a couple of vicious ones that clearly unsettled 
Oilers superstar Leon Draisaitl. Playoff-type players doing playoff-type 
things. 

Remaining Time -2:50 

Oilers & Canadiens create playoff atmosphere over two intense games 

And then there was Shea Weber. The Canadiens captain, who’s 
struggled of late, was asked about his play on Tuesday and declined to 
discuss it, saying the focus should be on the team. 

Amidst the noise surrounding his game and the criticism levied at his 
handling of Tuesday’s press conference, Weber went out and did his 
talking on the ice in a game that demanded him to. 

“Sometimes you just gotta deal with it and come out and respond the 
right way and that’s the type of leader that Webs is for us,” said 
Anderson. “We all know what’s at stake and sometimes when you don’t 
have your best games you kind of leave the outside noise to itself and 
you go out there and play your game and you just keep grinding away 
and good things are going to happen. 

“We know Shea’s a big part of our team, we all know that, and he’s such 
a good captain and leader, so we knew he was going to put in a good 
effort tonight and he played unbelievable.” 

But no one played better than Anderson, who scored Goals 16 and 17 of 
the season to bookend Tyler Toffoli’s 22nd. 

If his game-winner was a determined effort in front of the net to give 
Montreal a 4-1 lead 15:03 into the third, his goal to make it 2-1 3:20 into 
the second period was an absolutely desperate one. 

Remaining Time -1:47 

McDavid & Anderson trade highlight reel goals 11 seconds apart 

The Canadiens were leading the Oilers 1-0 when Connor McDavid broke 
free and tied the game with a forehand-backhand-forehand deke Jake 
Allen had no chance on. It was a play that could’ve deepened the fragility 
the Canadiens had displayed in blowing a third-period lead to the Oilers 
on Monday en route to losing for the seventh time in their last 10 games, 
but Anderson refused to let that happen. 

Off the next faceoff he curled through the neutral zone, picked up the 
puck, drove to the outside and dropped his shoulder to leverage Adam 
Larsson on his way to Mike Smith’s crease. A quick backhand-to-
forehand move enabled him to beat Smith on the short side, and he gave 
the Canadiens a lift they desperately needed. 
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“The way we reacted, and Andy’s goal right after, I think it was just the 
mindset of our team tonight,” said Canadiens coach Dominique 
Ducharme. “It felt right for the guys and obviously it brought some 
positive.” 

They played ferociously, like a team that, as Ducharme suggested, 
wasn’t going to be content just putting in a good effort. The Canadiens 
put in a winning effort and played with the desperation they’ve been 
lacking as of late, and the two points earned them an eight-point lead on 
their closest pursuers in the standings -- the Calgary Flames, who have 
played one more game than the Canadiens have. 

This is how they must play from here to the end, with their next three 
games against Calgary -- and with an opportunity to continue chasing 
down the Oilers and the other two teams ahead of them in the North 
Division. 

“Like I said this morning, we can’t wait around any longer; these games 
are way too important,” said Anderson. “We’ve got to start playing playoff 
hockey so once we get into the playoffs we’re ready to go (and) not a 
step behind.” 

The 26-year-old, who signed a seven-year, $38-million contract shortly 
after being traded from the Columbus Blue Jackets to the Canadiens for 
Max Domi and a third-round pick over the off-season, has been playing 
with that edge since the season started. In doing so, he’s quickly 
established himself as a leader. 

And Anderson played that role to perfection on Wednesday. He did it with 
his comments prior to the game and then delivered with his play on the 
ice. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Analyzing Toronto's turbulent goaltending, what it means 
for playoffs 

Keefe explains why goaltending is becoming a concern for Maple Leafs 

Sheldon Keefe spoke about the state of the Maple Leafs' goaltending 
situation after losing two games to the Vancouver Canucks and five 
straight. 

 

Justin Bourne 

 

This is supposed to be the Leafs' year, you’re told. 

You’re told it by the bulk of hockey media in Canada, myself included, for 
a handful of what I see as pretty valid talking points. They’re currently in 
first on the backs of prime-aged superstars, their defence is the best it’s 
been with this core, and weaker versions of this team have pushed three 
straight playoff series the distance. 

Combine that with their division being pillow-soft – how many teams 
would you call “Cup contenders,” after all – and an “all-in” deadline, and 
yeah, this is supposed to be the year Toronto makes some noise. 

You’re told. 

Goaltending is the most important piece of a hockey team’s foundation, 
though, and at this point the Leafs look like one of those beautiful beach 
homes built on stilts, only the stilts are super tall toothpicks. 

When Toronto's goaltending is holding up, boy is this team ever a sight to 
behold. In those moments the team is something their fans can really 
enjoy. But people also enjoy watching demolitions – who among us 
hasn’t tuned in to see a building or two implode – and a beautiful home 
collapsing through a weak foundation is undoubtedly something fans of 

the other 30 NHL teams are tuning in for as the Leafs head towards the 
post-season. The winds are blowing, and it’s all starting to teeter. 

On the heels of a half-dozen subpar goaltending performances in a row -- 
featuring an absolute stinker from David Rittich against the Canucks on 
Tuesday -- it’s time to take stock of just how dire the situation is. Let’s 
evaluate each of the three (and kind of four) options the Leafs have to 
start Game 1 of the Stanley Cup Playoffs (most likely against likely the 
Montreal Canadiens) almost exactly a month from now. 

Who’s it going to be and how’s it going to go? 

FREDERIK ANDERSEN 

What follows here is a lot of speculation, so take it with a grain of salt, but 
because the team is so tight-lipped with messaging it’s what we’re left to 
do. 

Here’s the hard part with Freddy: it feels like he’s one foot out the door 
with the Toronto Maple Leafs. Zach Hyman is due a raise, and a big raise 
from his current $2.25 million dollar AAV (a $3 million yearly raise should 
be expected at a minimum), and in a salary cap league on a capped out 
team, that means someone has to go. They might choose to keep Freddy 
and find another solution if they were sure he could give them better than 
league average goaltending for some years ahead, but his play this 
season has been uninspiring, and his past inability to outplay the 
opposing team’s goaltender in the playoffs likely leaves him as the guy to 
go this off-season. 

Andersen's return date still murky with cap & health concerns 

April 21 2021 

In sum, Toronto's best hope in net is probably on his last go with the 
team (barring say, an off-season Alex Kerfoot trade and Andersen 
accepting a pay cut with shorter term). By some accounts Andersen also 
feels like he played hurt this year when Jack Campbell was injured (and 
the Leafs needed someone to start), which led to some poor 
performances and partially to the situation he’s currently in now. He’d be 
justified in having some sour grapes here. 

It also seems quite likely that they’ve asked him to “rest” as long as 
conceivably possible (right until playoffs?) for salary cap purposes, and 
that him agreeing to do so likely came with some sort of guarantee of not 
losing the net. You’re not supposed to lose your job to injury (and 
Campbell looking more human of late likely makes this a quick 
discussion anyway). 

I don’t know how hurt Andersen remains, but he’s said to have a lower-
body injury, and he’s been seen on the ice (and rollerblading!) recently, 
so he’s probably gonna be OK in the weeks ahead here. 

So Freddy’s gonna get the net, and it feels like the fate of the Leafs will 
hinge on how he performs after all this time off. That’s some pickle the 
team is in given how a sect of fans feels about his past playoff 
performances, to say nothing of this season. 

Whether he’s with the Leafs next year or not, Andersen is greatly 
incentivized to play well when he returns. His next contract could swing in 
the millions of dollars per year, and in term, based on his play the rest of 
the way. 

Freddy is a historically slow starter to seasons. October is consistently a 
down month for him, but once he finds his stride he tends to hit stretches 
of his best play a few weeks into the season. Could that trend play itself 
out after a long absence like this? 

If the Leafs can him through the first round, you’d have to love how they’d 
be positioned in front of an Andersen with less wear from the season, 
while putting the “early season” rust behind him. 

That “if” sure looms large, though, doesn’t it? 

Remaining Time -3:14 

Why Maple Leafs desperately need to find some stability in goal 
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JACK CAMPBELL 

What’s hard in this conversation is a favourite saying of my co-host Jeff 
Marek’s, that “fair” doesn’t really exist. You don’t get what’s fair, you get 
what you negotiate, and we’re all at the mercy of life and luck. In a fair 
world, at some point Jack Campbell would be given the chance to be an 
NHL starter, because he’s played well enough in spot duty to warrant a 
try. He’s got a .919 save percentage this season, which is slightly better 
than his career .917. But given where the Leafs are in their window of 
hopeful Cup contention, the time for his “fair” is not now. 

The category on the right is save percentage, this is Campbell’s March to 
date: 

Two high quality showings and five duds below .900, including four in a 
row. Now, every good goalie has stretches like that, so there’s no need to 
overreact, but hopefully it at least quiets the calls for Campbell to lead the 
team into playoffs as the No. 1. 

My thoughts on Campbell are that he’s athletic and scrappy, and that 
he’s legitimately a good goaltender. He’s 10th in the NHL right now in 
“goals saved above expected” (and a few spots better if you adjust for 
minutes played), and again, he probably warrants a bigger opportunity. 
But more players are handed bigger roles and fail than succeed, and I 
don’t think the Leafs can have their Plan A be “let’s see what this guy can 
do in the playoffs.” He hasn’t been able to stay healthy, pucks are going 
through him a bit more often now that he’s playing as much as his health 
will allow, and he just feels like too big of a gamble with the stakes as 
high as they are. 

If Freddy falters, they have a legitimate goaltender who might be able to 
do something like what Anton Khudobin did for Dallas last season. But 
Dallas’ plan was never to start Khudobin, because he wasn’t their best 
goalie. I see the Leafs situation as comparable. 

DAVID RITTICH 

Rittich has posted seasons in the NHL where he’s finished around league 
average or better, and has a career save percentage of .907, which is 
just below average for a starting goalie over those years. You'll take that 
in a third-string goaltender. 

The weird debate I’ve heard here is that Rittich isn’t better than Michael 
Hutchinson, which I don’t agree with. The latter played no more than five 
NHL games for three straight seasons (2016-2019), then got a big run 
with the Leafs (15 games) in which he was terrible, before having a run of 
a good eight games this season. Rittich has started 133 games in that 
time, posting an incrementally better save percentage (and hey, he made 
an all-star team!). 

Remaining Time -0:51 

Puck slips underneath Rittich's pad after Pearson forces turnover 

The point is: is it worth having the slightly better third goalie at the cost of 
a third-round pick? I’d say yes. Success isn’t only measured in Cup-or-
bust, not for a team that hasn’t won a playoff round since 2004. And I do 
feel the Leafs are still good enough to beat any of Montreal or Winnipeg 
or Edmonton with David Rittich in net, assuming he plays like he 
generally has, and not like he’s played since being a Leaf. 

It’s possible the transition to Toronto will be too much to get “good 
Rittich” this season, what with the COVID-wracked season, his previous 
commitment to the Flames organization, and the pressure. That would’ve 
been impossible to predict, though. 

They made the right move in bringing him over, and if he has to go in, the 
Leafs would still have a chance to come out of the North Division. I’ll 
leave it there for their ceiling with him in net, however. 

CONCLUSION 

In the end, Freddy Andersen is still the Leafs' guy, as this run of recent 
play has reminded fans. And sure, there’s reason why that might make 
them nervous. They remain an attractively constructed group that’s fun to 

gawk at, because it’s either going to work and be awesome, or it’s all 
going to come crashing down on a weak foundation in dramatic fashion. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Golden Knights' Lehner frustrated by NHL's restrictions on 
vaccinated players 

 

Mike Johnston 

 

Robin Lehner expressed frustration and disappointment in the NHL 
during a media availability Wednesday. 

The Vegas Golden Knights netminder said the league lied to players 
regarding policies about vaccinations and easing various COVID-19 
restrictions with which players must comply. The NHL has since refuted 
Lehner's comments. 

Lehner said the league’s message was that isolation restrictions would 
lighten once a certain threshold of vaccinations was met throughout the 
league. 

Despite many teams having recently been vaccinated, including the West 
Division-leading Golden Knights, Lehner said the NHL and NHLPA 
informed him the restrictions would remain unchanged – at least until all 
teams have had the opportunity to get vaccinated — with the rationale 
being a concern over some teams perhaps gaining a “competitive edge” 
over those teams forced to comply with tighter restrictions. 

“Being lied to about things changing to kind of force us to take the 
vaccine — unacceptable,” Lehner said. “And now that we have taken the 
vaccine to have an excuse to say, ‘Nah, we’re not changing because of 
competitive advantage,’ it’s outrageous.” 

One of Lehner’s primary concerns was the severe mental health toll 
these types of strict restrictions can have on a person. 

“People develop things during isolations like this, like drug abuse, 
domestic violence, financial issues that cause bad anxieties that lead to 
depression,” Lehner explained. 

The 2019 Bill Masterton Memorial Trophy winner has frequently opened 
up about his mental health struggles and has been involved in various 
mental health initiatives. 

Shortly after his media availability, Lehner posted some follow-up 
comments on Twitter while also backtracking on a comment where he 
likened the current restrictions to being “trapped in a prison.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.22.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / 31 Thoughts: Can the Canucks ride this momentum into 
the playoffs? 

 

Elliotte Friedman 

 

Is the impossible unfolding in Vancouver? 

Last Sunday, the Canucks entered their game against Toronto as the 
biggest NHL home underdog since the Pittsburgh Penguins on Feb. 2, 
2006. They were plus-331, meaning for every dollar you bet, you could 
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win $3.31. (The 2006 Penguins team was plus-422, and actually led 
Ottawa 2-0 before giving up seven in a row.) 

The Maple Leafs had season highs in scoring chances (44) and 
offensive-zone possession time (more than 11), but Braden Holtby 
dragged the Canucks into the fight. They walked into their dressing room 
after the second period trailing 2–1, and started telling each other, “If 
we’d known this would be the scenario after 40 minutes, we’d gladly take 
it.” You could see their confidence grow as he made one ridiculous save 
after another; 21:19 later they had a stunning and improbable 3–2 
victory. 

All you had to see was how they celebrated Bo Horvat’s overtime winner. 
The pictures told all. 

Darryl Dyck/CP 

Tuesday night, they did it again. 

This one wasn’t as lopsided, but the Canucks twice fought back from 
one-goal deficits. Holtby made the saves (and David Rittich didn’t) as 
Vancouver scored four times in the third period. Suddenly they’re eight 
points back of fourth-place Montreal, with four games in hand. Last week, 
at least one player asked why they needed to play all 56 games. Now 
we’re doing playoff-probability math. 

“A lot of people didn’t think we could win either one of these games,” 
head coach Travis Green said. 

Winning solves all. The Canucks needed something positive considering 
everything they’d been through. It’s one thing for a player/coach/staff 
member to be affected — it’s something else entirely when your family 
goes through it. No one exploited the “us-versus-them” mentality better 
than former Canuck player, coach and GM Pat Quinn. He must be 
looking down and loving this, because that storyline is everywhere: 

• There were the players, feeling they were being pushed before they 
were ready. J.T. Miller’s public plea caught the NHL and NHLPA by 
surprise, since those entities thought it was agreed that, no matter what 
the schedule looked like, no game was a guarantee until last Thursday’s 
tests. That was always the plan, but the players, for whatever reason, 
hadn’t been given enough information. They felt emboldened when their 
voices were heard. 

• Almost everyone in the organization was under siege for actions before 
and after COVID hit. The Canucks made sure players had necessary 
medical care and sent meals to players’/families’ homes. Where 
communication broke down, I think, was because head coach Travis 
Green had one of the worst cases and wasn’t able to talk to his team. 
There were a lot of rumours about the Canucks’ adherence to protocols. 
They were not disciplined by the NHL, and no complaints were made to 
the league prior to the outbreak — although several did come after. The 
organization fought back against this narrative, but faced a lot of hard 
questions. 

• Green and the coaching staff do not have contracts for next year. Those 
questions will only get louder. 

• Then there was the personal pride. Holtby had lost the starting job to 
Thatcher Demko. The back-to-back 37-save games tied his season high. 
Prior to the Sunday return, he’d played just two games in 46 days. Tyler 
Myers, his contract criticized even before he signed it, played 30 minutes 
— eight above his average — on Sunday. Tanner Pearson, his extension 
criticized the moment it was announced, wasn’t supposed to be back 
from injury this quickly. He had two goals on Tuesday. No passengers in 
this lineup. 

There were a lot of built-in excuses. It would be easy to limp to 
something like a 5-14 finish. The Canucks have sent a message that 
won’t be happening. Now come four straight against the Senators, who 
are 0-5 this season against Vancouver — outscored 22-7. 

The Senators are better than they showed in those games. But the 
Canucks are better than we expected right now. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

31 THOUGHTS 

1. Another thing to watch with the Canucks: They have not given up on 
an Elias Pettersson return. GM Jim Benning said last week there was a 
setback, but the hope and goal is he will play again this season. 

2. Late in regulation of Sunday’s Toronto/Vancouver game, there was a 
very close goal/no-goal call where Holtby scrambled like crazy to keep 
Mitch Marner’s attempt out of the net. On-ice officials ruled no goal, and 
there was no evidence to overturn. Several of you asked (and I 
wondered, too) about the in-crossbar camera. Was it in use? The answer 
is yes, it was. Television trucks don’t have immediate access to it, but 
Situation Room observers in Toronto are told to look at that angle first. In 
this case, the evidence was inconclusive, so the play stood as called. 

The league has, in the past, sent out photos/videos that indicate what 
this particular camera shows. It’s a great idea and should continue. 

3. Vancouver’s outbreak came as case numbers rise throughout Canada, 
leading to more questions in this country about a playoff bubble. What it 
could come down to is vaccination. The eligible ages are starting to drop 
in Canada. As of last weekend, there were estimates that players on 
Canadian teams could qualify around the start of the playoffs, although 
we’re all guessing. 

Going early is a “third-rail” topic. There is no chance of doing it without 
some degree of firestorm. From what we know publicly, teams have 
followed local rules. 

If a post-season bubble is necessary for the Canadian clubs, the most 
likely scenario is it will be in the U.S. That would eliminate the problem of 
cross-border travel later in the playoffs, and it could get players 
vaccinated sooner. 

4. Injuries aren’t just a factor for teams, they are also affecting the 
officials. Three linesmen who retired last season (Scott Driscoll, Darren 
Gibbs, Brian Murphy) were not replaced. Four others — Derek Amell, 
Greg Devorski, Brian Mach and Steve Miller — have been out most of 
the year. As a result, the NHL’s needed to use minor-league referees as 
linesmen on a few occasions. 

The league is also down two referees: Tim Peel (suspended) and Chris 
Rooney (injured). This doesn’t include short-term injuries, which pop up 
from time to time. It’s been a struggle. 

5. Not sure if there’s any rhyme or reason to this, but teams are now 5-3-
1 in their first games back after COVID-related shutdowns. New Jersey 
and Vancouver had the longest breaks; both won their first games back. 
Carolina, Montreal and Vegas also won. Buffalo, Colorado and 
Minnesota lost (the Wild had a depleted roster), while Philadelphia lost in 
a shootout. 

6. This is going to be asked a lot in the aftermath of Toronto’s losses in 
Vancouver: The word on Frederik Andersen is that he’s feeling better and 
“getting closer” to a return. However, I still wonder what a realistic time 
frame can be. He’s skated three times since his last appearance on 
March 19. Head coach Sheldon Keefe admitted, “I’m concerned about 
our goaltending, obviously.” But, if you want Andersen properly built up 
for a playoff run, you can’t rush it. 

Chris Johnston: Maple Leafs goaltending has 'cooled off' since start of 
season 

7. Feel terrible for the OHL players who will not get any kind of season. 
Everybody else got at least a little something and this will be a major 
disadvantage to their draft chances. There are rumblings of combine-
style events in Edmonton and possibly Saginaw closer to draft day, but it 
won’t be the same. 
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Already-selected prospects who were in the AHL (Quinton Byfield, 
Thomas Harley, etc.) get to stay there, and that looms large. The current 
NHL/AHL/CHL agreement, which mandates that all draftees under 20 get 
sent back to juniors unless they are in the NHL or have completed four 
CHL seasons, is up for renegotiation. The simple thing to do is renew it 
for another season in the middle of all this madness, and I’m told that is 
the most likely scenario as long-term solutions are discussed. But I’m 
wary of making predictions these days. 

8. This is purely my mind at work, but I’m wondering if the timing and 
format for the World Hockey Championships gives any of these undrafted 
prospects a chance at some high-level competition. The event begins 
May 21, and there are potential non-playoff teams playing games as late 
as May 19. After a gruelling, intense, mind-bending season, it’s not going 
to be easy to get NHLers to go. This plan wouldn’t make it easy for 
Canada or the U.S.A. to contend for medals, but will agents and/or teams 
push for top prospects on the roster? 

9. Patrick Marleau’s eyes welled up as he listened to Drew Remenda’s 
post-game question: What keeps you coming to the rink? 

“I just love it,” he answered, pausing to control the emotion “There’s 
nothing else like it.” 

He shook his head, unable to say anything else. He’s now gone to the 
rink for 1,768 NHL games, passing Gordie Howe as number one all-time. 

Let’s go back to 1995. Team Alberta’s entry at the Canada Winter 
Games was absolutely loaded. Fifteen months later, one member of that 
team, Chris Phillips, would go first overall in the NHL draft. Following him 
would be Winter Games teammates Johnathan Aitken (eighth), Josh 
Holden (12th), Derek Morris (13th), Darren van Oene (37th) and Zenith 
Komarniski (75th). They were hometown favourites, the event held in 
Grande Prairie. 

“It’s still one of the greatest sports upsets I’ve ever seen,” said Paul 
Henry, who’s witnessed a few in six decades of scouting and working as 
a team psychologist. “Tiny Saskatchewan wins the gold medal.” 

Aneroid’s Marleau scored twice in the 3–1 championship victory. Twenty-
six years later, it remains Saskatchewan’s only hockey gold at the Winter 
Games. 

Marleau is a 1979 birthday, one year younger than most of the 
tournament’s top players. 

“I was told that if I wanted to bring a 15-year-old, he had to be in top 10 
per cent of our roster,” said Ross Mahoney, now Washington’s assistant 
GM, the coach of that team. “I told them, no offence, but he was at the 
top. For 10 days, our conversations were, ‘Thank you, Mr. Mahoney.’ 
‘Thank you, Patrick.’” 

Some things never changed. 

“I remember him being a super-quiet 15-year-old, yet he looked old and 
mature for his age,” said then-teammate Cory Sarich. “He seemed two or 
three years older when he stepped on the ice. You could probably have 
put him out in any situation. It sometimes take guys half a career to figure 
that out.” 

10. Two years later, San Jose picked second in the NHL draft. Everyone 
knew Joe Thornton was going first to Boston. The Sharks could have 
gone in several different directions, but there’s a legendary story about 
the late, great John Ferguson that, 24 years later, the scouting fraternity 
shares with a laugh. Ferguson was working for San Jose. He was in a 
popular hotel bar late one night (or early one morning), and another 
prospect the Sharks were considering walked in. That player had a game 
the next afternoon. Ferguson told him to go home, but the player 
emphatically said no. One executive joked that this prospect “rose on our 
draft board” when he stood up to one of the sport’s toughest 
personalities, but it didn’t help him with the Sharks. 

Instead, Marleau — quiet, talented and dependable — was the choice. 
Boy did he validate that selection. All but 172 of these games were in 
teal. 

Another longtime scout, asked if he remembered his pre-draft report on 
Marleau, texted: “I do. It says great skater and skill, will one day break 
Gordie Howe’s record for games played.” That was pretty good. 

Dieter Kurtenbach: Who is the greatest San Jose Shark of all time? 

11. When I was younger, I used to mock “attendance awards.” One of the 
popular TV shows of my teenage years was Growing Pains, starring 
hockey fanatic Alan Thicke. There was an episode where students 
protest the firing of a popular teacher, and administrators threaten to 
suspend them. Tracey Gold, who played Thicke’s daughter, worries a 
suspension will ruin her year-long perfect attendance. She gets mocked 
for it. 

I laughed my head off at this. Who cared if you played hooky several 
times a semester? As a creaky 50-year-old, I feel the complete opposite. 

"That's crazy, all those days, all those games,” Curtis Joseph told 
NHL.com's Mike Zeisberger. “To be able to step past big attempted 
hits…. To be able to avoid injury, not get sick, stay healthy, that's 
amazing.” 

It’s not just the physical toll. I remember an interview with former 
Baltimore Orioles catcher Rick Dempsey talking about Cal Ripken’s 
baseball streak. 

“The mental toughness that it took. I don’t think anyone can match that,” 
he said. “There’s an old saying in sports: It’s hard to be hungry when 
you’re full,” Remenda added. “Well, Marleau’s full, and he’s still hungry.” 

It’s so true. There are a lot of grinders in life. I like to think I’m one; the 
idea of missing a broadcast makes me physically ill. But I’ve missed a 
few. Life happens. You plan, God laughs. Look at this pandemic. 

One executive said last weekend that existence now is “not about 
planning — just reacting.” Not only did Marleau pass Howe, but he also 
played his 899th consecutive game. That’s the fourth-longest streak in 
league history (13 back of active leader Keith Yandle). Not only is he still 
pushing at age 41; he’s refusing to take nights off. 

How many of us get to make that choice? Too often, those decisions are 
made for us. 

12. A few more notes about Vancouver. There was a lot of interest in 
Jordie Benn, who ended up in Winnipeg. Quite a few teams asked about 
him. 

13. With Benn gone and Alexander Edler/Travis Hamonic as unrestricted 
free agents, they will engage with Nikita Tryamkin over the next few 
days. The Russian defender, who has spent the past four seasons in the 
KHL, can be an unrestricted free agent next summer. We’ll see if he and 
the Canucks renew their relationship. 

14. Finally, the next AHL Board meeting is May 6. If Vancouver wants to 
move its affiliate west from Utica, the plan must be part of the agenda. 
According to league rules, if an item is not on the agenda 10 days prior to 
the meeting, each club has veto power against adding it later. Rick 
Dhaliwal reported Abbotsford, B.C., Prescott Valley, Ariz., and Salt Lake 
City as possibilities. 

15. Last week, I mentioned that Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff tried 
something “big” before the trade deadline. Not sure if there were several 
targets, but one was definitely Dallas’s Jamie Oleksiak. They made a 
legit pitch, but the Stars decided to hold. It would be a surprise if 
Oleksiak/Dallas do not work this out, before or after the expansion draft. 

16. There was real disappointment Adam Lowry re-signed in Winnipeg. 
He was a free-agent target. But, don’t (bleep) with happy, especially now. 

17. Nikolaj Ehlers has seven goals and 10 points in his last 11 games 
against Toronto. Paul Henry, the longtime scout mentioned in the top 
section of this piece, explained why. 

“I’ve told him the best game I’ve ever seen by any junior player was John 
Tavares against Belleville (in 2007). He had four goals and an assist, 
then scored the winner in a shootout. Nik had the second-best game of 
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any junior I ever saw. Halifax was in Rouyn-Noranda (in 2014), and they 
were down. Then Nik went to work. He had three goals and three assists, 
as they won 8-5.” 

Henry is laughing as he adds that Ehlers corrected him. 

“He said, ‘No, I had four goals and and two assists.’ But he’s always 
trying to one-up (Tavares) because he knows I consider that game to be 
better than his.” 

18. Get well soon, Carey Price. The Canadiens’ netminder was injured 
Monday night in the first period of their 4–1 loss to Edmonton and will 
miss at least a week in concussion protocol. Cayden Primeau is up on an 
emergency basis, and could face Calgary this week. 

The secondary concern is the roster headaches this creates for Montreal. 
If they activate Cole Caufield, it will be their last available post-deadline 
recall. (You get four, and the previous were used up by Paul Byron, 
Xavier Ouellet and Alexander Romanov.) Adding Caufield would put 
someone on the taxi squad (Byron?) who cannot be recalled. It’s an 
extremely delicate dance, and I wouldn’t want to depend knowing only an 
injury could make someone like Byron eligible again. 

19. Roope Hintz didn’t play Tuesday night as Dallas moved within one 
point of Nashville (with two games in hand) for the final playoff spot in the 
Central. A player reached out to say there should be something in the 
blog this week about him. 

“He’s held together by string and duct tape, playing his heart out.” 

Hintz barely practises, then looks like a Tasmanian devil during games. 

20. Spencer Knight made his NHL debut Tuesday night, as the Panthers 
beat Columbus 5-1. He might have played sooner, but had to get his 
equipment modified to NHL standards. His chest protector, pads and 
pants all had to adjusted. (It’s possible he wears one of Sergei 
Bobrovsky’s old chest protectors.) 

Chris Johnston 

21. Didn’t like what I initially heard about Steven Stamkos’s injury (that 
the Lightning were worried it could carry deep into the playoffs), so it was 
great to hear head coach Jon Cooper say Tampa is “extremely 
optimistic” the captain will be able to return when eligible. That’s May 5 
against Dallas. 

22. Chris Johnston reported last week that the NHL sent a note to all 
teams warning of increased scrutiny on long-term injury usage, 
specifically when it came to cap manipulation. I don’t get riled up about 
this issue, since I try to manipulate the rules of every pool I’m in. But it 
drives some teams absolutely crazy. 

23. Arizona extended defenceman Ilya Lyubushkin for one year and 
$1.35 million. Good month for him, as he scored his first career goal two 
weeks ago against the Kings. The signing also fulfilled the Coyotes’ 
expansion-draft requirements. He can be protected along with Jacob 
Chychrun and Oliver Ekman-Larsson, or exposed if the team 
signs/acquires someone else it chooses to keep. 

Is Michael Bunting next on their list? Unrestricted free agent because he 
won’t reach 80 games by the end of the season. He’s got seven goals in 
11 games. Does a one-way guarantee get it done? 

24. The Rangers entered Tuesday night’s game at plus-33 in goal 
differential. I can’t find an example of a team with a goal differential that 
strong that didn’t make the playoffs. They finish with two at Boston, and it 
would be tremendous entertainment to see those games matter. 
Whatever the case, the rebuild is definitely ahead of schedule. 

25. Tuesday night, Pittsburgh became the first team in NHL history to win 
a game when it was outscored by five in the third period. A furious New 
Jersey comeback turned a 6-0 blowout into a 7-6 nailbiter. In the 
process, the Devils became the third team in NHL history to lose a game 
despite outscoring someone by five in any period. 

On March 10, 1976, the Penguins scored five in the second to take a 6-2 
lead on Buffalo. The Sabres scored five of their own in the third to win. 
The crazy thing about this was the first one didn’t come until there was 
just 9:25 remaining. Hall of Famer Gilbert Perreault won it with 0:21 to 
go. 

I remember the second one — it was Jan. 26, 1987. Toronto scored five 
in the first and still led Calgary 5-0 after two. The Flames stormed back in 
the third. Joe Mullen tied it with 0:49 left in regulation. Colin Patterson 
won in it in overtime. 

26. Not sure what’s going to happen with the coaching situation in 
Buffalo, but the Sabres are improved under Don Granato. I always 
remember one lesson from compatriot Craig Simpson: Be careful how 
you judge what happens when a team is out of the playoffs. The pressure 
is off, things can be deceptive. 

However, I strongly believe in attitude. The best outcome for the Sabres 
over the remainder of the season is that players see a benefit in better 
play/results. That’s why I’m a little concerned about Columbus. That’s a 
competitive, driven organization. It’s not fun when you finish below 
expectations. But you have to find a way to create optimism, and 
everyone looks miserable. 

27. There’s a GM meeting on Wednesday. Lots of logistical stuff. 
Expansion draft, NHL draft, development camps, rookie orientation. So 
many things to prepare for, so much uncertainty. 

28. Take your time, Jujhar Khaira. Get healthy. Everyone knows you can 
play in this league. 

29. It took a second try, but 2022 Russian draft eligible Ivan 
Miroshnichenko got his waiver to enter the U.S.A. for the World Under-
18s, beginning next Monday in Texas. Originally, Miroshnichenko was 
the only player rejected. He got word late last week, and with the team 
scheduled to travel on Monday, it didn’t seem like enough time for any 
kind of appeal. But, because he does have a U.S. work visa through 
2024 (and some international arm-twisting), the decision was reversed. 

30. If there’s ever a year where it’s essential to recognize those who 
might qualify for the Willie O’Ree Community Hero Award, this is it. The 
award is given to someone who “through the sport of hockey, has 
positively impacted their community, culture or society.” Click here for 
more info. Nominations close this week at. 

31. If it helps anyone feel more comfortable, we waited our turn to be 
vaccinated and received the first shot. One day of tiredness, but 
otherwise clear. Hope our experience helps convince others to go. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers get taste of playoff hockey in hard-fought Canadiens 
series 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — Shea Weber had an axe to grind, and he stood on the 
Montreal blue-line Wednesday like Paul Bunyan. Tall, strong, and not 
afraid to wield the tool of his trade. 

Of course, they don’t allow hatchets in hockey, so Weber wielded the 
shaft of his Bauer like a two-by-four, clearing the crease in front of goalie 
Jake Allen with the cross checks of a man who would deny entry to even 
the great Gordie Howe on a night like this. 

We’re not saying Weber played dirty. We loved his game, played like a 
guy who just bought stocks in an ice bag company. 
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“They have some big bodies back there,” observed Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins. “They make it tough to get to the net.” 

On a night when the referees left us scratching our heads — you’re still 
getting fooled by Corey Perry, after all these years? Really? — you still 
could not say that the better team didn’t win the hockey game. Montreal 
avenged their Monday loss here in Edmonton with a solid assertive 4-3 
victory, running their seasonal record against Edmonton to 5-2. 

The Habs throw a game at the Oilers that nobody else in the North does. 
It’s uber-physical, with a healthy dose of obstruction that relies on playoff 
refereeing. 

Remaining Time -2:50 

Oilers & Canadiens create playoff atmosphere over two intense games 

And it left a mark, with Jujhar Khaira leaving due to a concussion on 
Monday, and Zack Kassian seen limping off the ice in the first period 
after delivering a healthy check. 

On Monday the Oilers fought through the mire in a 4-1 win. On 
Wednesday, the Canadiens simply did not relent. 

“They were a desperate team, and they came hard. I didn’t think we were 
matching the intensity and will behind them,” Oilers head coach Dave 
Tippett said. “It was a hard-fought battle. We came up a little short.” 

Remaining Time -1:47 

McDavid & Anderson trade highlight reel goals 11 seconds apart 

Montreal almost blew a 4-1 lead when Edmonton scored two late goals. 
Truly, Montreal’s third goal was the back-breaker, and it came with Leon 
Draisaitl in the box after an atrocious interference call. 

Pounded mercilessly all night long by Weber and his mates, Draisaitl 
took an opportunity to level Joel Edmundson with a heavy check a 
quarter-second after the Habs defenceman dumped the puck. The 
interference penalty levied against him had Tippett apoplectic. 

“An interference call on a guy that just passed the puck. On a body 
check,” he marvelled. “It was, it was… I’ll just leave it at that.” 

But harping on the sub-terranean level of refereeing obscures the fact 
that Montreal was the better team. 

Two nights ago, the Habs folded up in the final nine minutes, watching a 
1-0 lead turn into a 4-1 loss. On Wednesday, their captain Weber, as 
solid and physical a defenceman as his generation has seen, played like 
the Team Canada player he is, barring the door to the scoring area on 
rush after rush. 

Josh Anderson also scored twice, only to have his stick break as he shot 
at an empty net with a second to play. Criminal, it was. 

“They didn’t give up a whole lot through the middle the whole night. A 
tight checking game on both sides,” Nugent-Hopkins said. “A hard-fought 
game, the way all the games are going to be down the stretch. 

“They want to hold us up, hook us a little bit… It’s the way it’s going to 
be,” he continued. “It’s tight-checking games right now. We’ve got to find 
a way to work through it. We did an OK job at that tonight — obviously 
we can be better. But it’s in here. We’ve got no quit right now.” 

Between the Habs’ winning style, the refs swallowing their whistles, and 
the Oilers pushing back with an excellent physical game of their own, this 
two-game split had all the trappings of playoff hockey. 

“Hard fought games. You have to fight for every bit of ice,” said Tippett. 

Is his team better for having played these games? 

“You’re playing hard, playoff-style games, so that’s good for your team,” 
the coach said. “How you react, how you play in those games, you find 
out a lot about your players. Who can battle at that level? So you find out 
a lot about your team. 

“You’re probably right there. It’s good for your team.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoff Push: With Hall thriving, Bruins 
heating up at right time 

 

Emily Sadler 

 

It wasn't so long ago that the playoff race was looking somewhat... 
simple. As the top four clubs in each division separated themselves from 
their foes, the line between contending and not was starting to look a little 
bit clearer. 

We should've known better, of course. With battles atop each division 
and wild card-like races now getting really interesting, we're in for a run 
ride down the stretch -- just the way it should be -- with a few unlikely 
candidates putting in a bid to challenge. 

Here's how the playoff picture is looking right now. 

NORTH DIVISION 

If the season ended today... 

(1) Toronto vs. (4) Montreal 

(2) Winnipeg vs. (3) Edmonton 

What the playoff race looks like today... 

Team to WATCH: Vancouver Canucks 

So you're saying there's a chance. 

After dealing with a massive COVID-19 outbreak among players, staff 
and their families that sidelined the Vancouver Canucks for three weeks, 
Sunday night's return to the ice was a victory in itself. The emotional 3-2 
overtime win over the Toronto Maple Leafs, led by captain Bo Horvat's 
pair of clutch goals, Tyler Myers' marathon minutes and Braden Holtby's 
absolutely heroic performance in net, had a fairytale feel to it. Now, with 
another (more decisive) win over the division-leading Leafs in hand after 
Tuesday's victory, we can't help but think it... 

Playoffs?! If we thought two straight victories for these post-COVID 
Canucks was a great story, just think about what a stretch run would feel 
like. 

As unlikely as a push for the post-season may seem, considering the 
state of the team and their jam-packed schedule, it's not out of the 
question. They're now two wins into a stretch of 19 games in 32 days to 
close out the regular season (a marathon and a sprint) with the odds 
stacked against them. 

With 39 points through 39 games this season, the 18-18-3 Canucks are 
eight points behind the 19-15-9 Montreal Canadiens for that fourth playoff 
spot in the North, with four games in hand and a four-game stint against 
the Ottawa Senators starting Thursday. After that, the uphill battle gets a 
whole lot steeper with two games remaining against Toronto, two against 
Winnipeg, five versus Edmonton and four against Calgary to close out 
the regular season that could very well become a battle for fourth place if 
Montreal continues to struggle. 

So yeah, we're saying there's a chance. 

The only team they don't play is the very team they're chasing: Montreal. 
And while the clubs won't go head-to-head again, they'll no doubt be 
watching each other from afar. Should the Canadiens keep cooling off at 
the worst time, things could get interesting. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 22, 2021 

 

Important upcoming games... 

• After splitting last week's two-game showdown in Montreal, the 
Canadiens and Flames meet again for a three-game stint out West. The 
battle between the North's fourth- and fifth-place clubs starts with a back-
to-back Friday and Saturday, followed by what will be their final meeting 
Monday night. 

If Montreal is to widen what is currently a six-point gap between 
themselves and the fifth-place Flames (and essentially shut the door on 
Vancouver's playoff hopes in the process), they'll have to do so without 
their starting netminder. After an early exit from Monday's matchup 
against the Edmonton Oilers due to a collision with Alex Chiasson, Carey 
Price was ruled out for at least one week as he goes through concussion 
protocol. 

• Before this weekend's Canadiens-Flames series can begin, however, 
Montreal's got another date with the Oilers Wednesday night. The 
Canadiens' offence has stalled of late – they've been shutout twice in the 
last six games and lost seven of 11 games in April – and based on 
Monday's third-period collapse, the club brought its offensive woes west 
after being held scoreless Saturday against Ottawa. They'll no doubt be 
eager to correct things Wednesday night in Edmonton to avoid three 
straight losses and hold on tight to that final Canadian playoff spot. 

• Currently sitting atop the North Division, the Maple Leafs are cooling off 
at the wrong time. And that goaltending conundrum that appeared after 
Frederik Andersen was injured and before Jack Campbell got hot? It's 
back. With a pair of games against the second-place Jets and just four 
points separating them, their place atop the division is at risk. 

After ushering in the month of April with five straight wins, the Maple 
Leafs have stumbled since trade deadline day and the loss of do-it-all 
forward Zach Hyman hurts. A five-game losing skid, including this week's 
pair of losses to Vancouver, doesn't necessarily put their playoff hopes at 
risk, but it does raise questions about whether this club can regain its 
dominance down the stretch and sort out what is looking like a 
complicated situation in the crease. Help is on the way, with deadline 
acquisition Nick Foligno slated to join the club against the Jets this 
weekend. 

EAST DIVISION 

If the season ended today... 

(1) Washington vs. (4) Boston 

(2) NY Islanders vs. (3) Pittsburgh 

What the playoff race looks like today... 

Team to WATCH: Boston Bruins 

You know you're looking at a tough division when the Atlantic-topping 
Boston Bruins are the fourth-place team. Only, last week's bubble team 
looks like its old dominant self now thanks to a string of five straight wins 
-- including back-to-back victories over the Islanders and a decisive W 
over Washington. 

This recent string of success saw starting goalie Tuukka Rask back in net 
and in fine form after being sidelined for much of March and the first half 
of April. Another key to success here? Taylor Hall. The club is 
undefeated since acquiring him from Buffalo at the deadline, and the 
winger is thriving in his new home with two goals and three points in his 
five games as a Bruin. The only games he hasn't registered a point in are 
Boston's two matchups against the Sabres. Considering four of Boston's 
remaining 12 games are against Buffalo, it's a safe bet that moment will 
come. 

Important upcoming games... 

• Thursday's meeting between the Capitals and Islanders kicks off a 
three-game series between the top two teams in the East with first place 
on the line. Washington and New York have identical 29-13-4 records for 

62 points apiece, meaning this three-game head-to-head (their final 
meetings this season) will be one to watch. 

• The fight for first place in the East is not a two-team battle, however. 
With 61 points through 46 games, the 29-14-3 Pittsburgh Penguins are 
just a single point off pace. Another two games against the newly 
eliminated New Jersey Devils (after just barely eking out a victory in 
Tuesday's wild affair) should see them at least keep pace, if not leapfrog 
into first place altogether this weekend. 

• Depending on how Pittsburgh (vs. New Jersey) and Boston (vs. Buffalo) 
fare in their next two games, respectively, we could have an interesting 
pair of games between the Penguins and Bruins coming up when the 
third- and fourth-place teams meet Sunday and Tuesday with plenty of 
playoff implications on the line. 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

If the season ended today... 

(1) Carolina vs. (4) Nashville 

(2) Florida vs. (3) Tampa Bay 

What the playoff race looks like today... 

Team to WATCH: Dallas Stars 

Last year's Stanley Cup runners-up have run into just about every hurdle 
this season. Between a COVID-19 outbreak that delayed their start to the 
season and a winter storm that wreaked havoc on their schedule upon 
their return, the odds have been stacked against the Dallas Stars from 
the start. Add in a slew of injuries to key players like Tyler Seguin, Ben 
Bishop, and Alexander Radulov, and 2021 has not been kind. 

This team, built on a foundation of brilliant defenders and getting an 
offensive jolt from the trio of Joe Pavelski, Roope Hintz and rookie Jason 
Robertson, is now poised to jump into playoff position thanks to a four-
game win streak that has them just one point behind the Nashville 
Predators with two games in hand. 

Important upcoming games... 

• A pair of winnable games against the Detroit Red Wings Thursday and 
Saturday sets up what will be a huge week next week for the Stars that 
will see them embark on back-to-back matchups with the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Monday and Tuesday followed by a contest with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning (Thursday) and the Predators (Saturday). 

• The Predators, meanwhile, will be fighting to hang on to their fourth-
place position with what's looking like a string of must-wins down the 
stretch. A battle with the Blackhawks Wednesday night, followed by its 
sequel on Friday, will be key in holding off surges from Chicago and 
Dallas. 

• Atop the Central Division, another battle takes place. The Hurricanes, 
Panthers and Lightning have been jockeying for position, those top-three 
spots changing on a near-nightly basis. We're in for a treat when Carolina 
and Florida go head-to-head Thursday and Saturday with first place on 
the line. 

WEST DIVISION 

If the season ended today... 

(1) Vegas vs. (4) Arizona 

(2) Colorado vs. (3) Minnesota 

What the playoff race looks like today... 

Team(s) to WATCH: St. Louis Blues & Arizona Coyotes 

Remember that seven-game playoff-like series between the Blues and 
Coyotes back in February? With COVID-19 protocols affecting the 
schedule at the time, we were treated to an early-season glimpse of 
playoff hockey. 
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The Coyotes won that seven-game series by a slim margin of four games 
to three. Two months later, we've got another all-out battle between 
these foes who met for the eighth and final time on Saturday (the 
Coyotes won that, too). Just a single point separates these two teams, 
serving as the difference between being in the post-season picture and 
not. Depending on the night, the West Division standings show one atop 
the other in the standings for that fourth-place spot. 

Important upcoming games... 

• If the Blues, who have three games in hand over Arizona, are to take 
their turn leapfrogging the Coyotes, it won't be an easy feat. Two games 
against Colorado Thursday and Saturday are followed by four against 
Minnesota to close out the month. 

• The Coyotes, on the other hand, must take advantage of some 
winnable upcoming games to try to create some separation. After 
Wednesday's tough contest against the Wild, the Kings (Saturday) and 
Sharks (Monday, Wednesday) await. 

• Atop the division, the Golden Knights have the opportunity to become 
the first team to officially clinch a playoff spot when they take on the 
Sharks Wednesday night. 

• As Vegas and Colorado continue to jockey for position and the title of 
best in the West, a pair of meetings between the two elite clubs to open 
next week will be must-watch. 
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Sportsnet.ca / What we thought we learned in the NHL playoff bubble 
that didn't come true 

Canadiens will take things day-by-day with Price's injury 

 

Rory Boylen 

 

We're officially in the stretch drive of this season folks, with about a 
month to go until the playoffs hit. 

It's been an unusual and, at times, difficult season, but one full of 
intriguing storylines and surprise developments as well. Who would have 
guessed both Carolina and Florida might finish ahead of Tampa in the 
Central Division? Or that the Philadelphia Flyers would turn into a bit of a 
disaster after a strong start that followed a good showing in last 
summer's bubble? 

The whole past year has been different of course, and last year's playoffs 
were able to conclude after a four-plus month break and two bubbles. 
There were some surprises in those bubbles as well and in some cases, 
it made us make certain conclusions about what it might mean for certain 
teams or players. 

Not all of those conclusions came to fruition. 

With playoff races heating up, we look back at last year's post-season 
and address some of the things we thought we learned coming out of it, 
but in the end played out differently. 

The Flyers emerging as a contending powerhouse 

The Flyers' relentless playoff history pattern perhaps should have made 
what's happened this season predictable. But the yo-yoing they've done 
in and then out of the playoffs since 2012 would seem to be more about 
chance than a measurable, predictive outcome. 

Coming out of last summer's bubble, it sure seemed like the Flyers may 
not just break that pattern, but launch themselves as a sustainable Cup 
contender. 

When last season was paused in March, the Flyers were fourth in the 
East but on a 9-1-0 tear. When they returned four months later, 
Philadelphia beat Washington, Boston and Tampa Bay in their pre-
playoff round robin to determine seeding, and did it by outscoring those 
four teams 11-3. 

In that round robin, the Flyers were dominant at 5-on-5 and went into 
their Round 1 series against Montreal as heavy favourites. That series 
didn't play out quite as expected — the Habs controlled 5-on-5 shot 
advantage and it was stretched out to six games — but the Flyers were 
able to overcome a red-hot Carey Price with their own young franchise 
goalie and a clutch start to the decisive Game 6. 

Carter Hart was the central figure in that series. He had two soft games 
in there (both losses in which he allowed four goals against), but 
recovered both times. Hart shut out the Habs twice, left the series with a 
.936 save percentage and knocked out his idol when both were at the top 
of their games. It felt a lot like Hart's official "arrival" and the start of a 
Price-like ascension. 

Philadelphia ran into the defensive buzzsaw that are the NY Islanders in 
the next round and though Hart wasn't as good this time and the power 
play dried up, the Flyers used some timely offence to find a way to win 
three games in overtime and stretch the series to seven games. The 
Isles won Game 7 decisively, and Philadelphia's special teams struggled, 
but it seemed to set the table moving forward. 

New York and the Flyers were the last two teams standing from the 
Metropolitan Division and the last two from this year's one-off East 
Division. The 2020 playoffs really were the last time anyone should have 
underestimated the Islanders, while the Flyers had been trending up for a 
while. What reason did you have to believe these two couldn't be the top 
teams in this division in 2021 and beyond? The Bruins are facing age-
related questions and have even had to deal with key injuries this season 
following important off-season losses on the roster (Zdeno Chara, Torey 
Krug). The Capitals had a lot of uncertainty in net. And the Penguins, 
who started slow, appeared to have their window slammed shut. That left 
the Isles and Flyers looking rather rosy. 

(Stats via Natural Stat Trick) 

The Islanders held up their end of the bargain, but the Flyers have been 
an utter disaster after a hot start due to inflated save and shooting 
percentages. Hart, as solid a goalie prospect as you could have, has 
struggled and was made a healthy scratch for a few days to regain his 
composure. Brian Elliott, sturdy at the start, has been shaky for a while 
now. Both special teams units have performed worse than they did a 
year ago, they are 26th in points percentage for the past two months, and 
have the seventh-worst season-long goal differential. Against the East's 
non-playoff teams the Flyers are 9-5-1, leaving them 11-13-6 against the 
top four in the division — a .367 winning percentage. 

The pattern will continue and the Flyers will have the off-season to 
reassess how much they have to change after a quiet deadline, where 
re-signing Scott Laughton was their most notable transaction. And maybe 
they'll just return as a dangerous team next season — some of their 
underlying numbers have actually been good as they've struggled. But 
they weren't able to follow last season's playoffs as expected. 

The Canucks arriving ahead of schedule, ready to challenge as Canada's 
best team 

Vancouver was the most impressive Canadian team in last summer's 
bubble. They were the last one standing and even knocked off the 
defending champion St. Louis Blues. Against Vegas, the Canucks forced 
a Game 7, mostly because of 'Bubble Demko' when Thatcher had to step 
in for an injured Jacob Markstrom. They were outclassed by the Golden 
Knights, sure, but the experience of the run was a good thing for the 
young roster. Demko was the promising franchise goalie to move on with 
when Markstrom left in the summer, so his unscheduled performance just 
fuelled optimism to what would follow. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 22, 2021 

 

The Canucks' underlying numbers weren't all that fantastic after they 
knocked the Wild out in Round 1. Against St. Louis and Vegas, the 
Canucks were outshot heavily at 5-on-5 and by expected goal measure, 
neither of those series looked all that close. But they have game 
breakers — young game breakers — and the core all showed up and 
produced. Elias Pettersson, J.T. Miller and Quinn Hughes led in points. 
Bo Horvat scored a team-leading 10 goals in 17 playoff games. They 
hung around and found ways to win, just as a veteran team does in the 
playoffs. 

So, take that, add another year of development, Nate Schmidt to the blue 
line (while removing Chris Tanev) and Nils Hoglander to the forward unit 
(removing Tyler Toffoli) and it painted the picture of a team on the rise, 
ahead of schedule. In the one-off North Division experiment, the Canucks 
had a chance to challenge directly to be Canada's top team, or at least 
show they could get there soon. 

It didn't quite play out that way, though. A tough schedule off the start of 
the season with 16 games in 27 days left little practice time and it was 
one contributing factor to their 6-10 start, as was the fact Demko began 
bumpy as he and Braden Holtby jockeyed for starts. The top scorers 
were cold, too, and nothing was going right for the Canucks from the get-
go. By the time they settled in and started turning it around with an 8-4-1 
record in March, they were in a severe hole with barely any shot at the 
playoffs. And now they're facing another incredibly compressed schedule 
following a COVID outbreak. 

Remaining Time -2:01 

Holtby deserves credit as Canucks surprise with two straight wins 

That Vancouver has come back from that break with a couple of wins is 
certainly inspiring and it has re-opened their playoff hopes a crack. In a 
normal 82-game schedule, perhaps they'd have enough time to fight 
back and change our perception of them again. But that is still the more 
unlikely outcome here. Roster construction questions have followed them 
for a while, and the long-held opinions of those who believe too much 
money has been spent at the bottom of the lineup have been bolstered 
and will only make it harder to upgrade the current roster. 

Make no mistake: the Canucks are still a team on the rise. They seemed 
to be turning a corner before their pause and have gotten back from it 
with a couple wins. It just hasn't been as smooth and as natural a 
progression as we thought it might be following last year's playoffs. This 
is one lesson from the bubble that still might come true with a little more 
runway. 

If we return to normal divisional alignment next season, we'd caution you 
against viewing the Canucks through the lens of the 2021 season. 

Remaining Time -9:56 

Can the Vancouver Canucks actually make the playoffs? 

The Florida Panthers mirage 

If you were looking to pick a qualifying round upset last summer, the 
Panthers over Islanders may have been appealing if you were still 
underestimating the latter. Sure, Sergei Bobrovsky was having a terrible 
season, but a goalie like that could get hot after a few months break, 
right? 

The Panthers had been piecing together a decent season last year 
despite having the league's third-worst 5-on-5 save percentage. In 13 
fewer regular season games, Florida finished one win shy of their 2018-
19 season total and ranked third, tied with Toronto, in 5-on-5 goals 
scored. If you squinted, you could see reason for a post-season 
breakout. But they scored just seven times in four games against the 
Islanders and left the bubble with a whimper. 

Defence is such an important factor in the post-season that Florida's 
inability to shut down high quality chances, combined with Bobrovsky's 
struggles, was every indication it was a flawed unit. No matter their 
season-over-season improvement in the points percentage column, they 

looked in the bubble just like so many other Panthers teams that showed 
promise, but haven't won a playoff series since 1996. 

But give them another season under Joel Quenneville and... 

(Stats via Natural Stat Trick) 

They're still not perfect, but Florida is one of the most improved defensive 
units in the whole NHL and that's helped both compensate for the loss of 
their two top goal scorers to free agency and improve the situation in net. 
Bobrovsky has been marginally better and Chris Driedger is giving him a 
run for playoff start consideration. "Goalie of the future" Spencer Knight 
arrived and won in his debut. 

Carter Verhaeghe, who came to Florida last summer with good scoring 
rate numbers in Tampa but little ice time to produce in, has exploded as 
an important offensive contributor. Another off-season addition, Patric 
Hornqvist, is pacing towards one of his best offensive seasons ever and 
makes them a harder team to play against. Sam Bennett was acquired 
with that in mind, too. The Panthers have a strong core and a couple 
players who could be in the running for awards most seasons with 
Aleksander Barkov (Selke) and Aaron Ekblad (was in the Norris running 
this season before getting hurt). 

Having success in the regular season is one thing. Now they're designed 
to be a harder playoff out with a few "sandpaper" adds, and have been 
coached to achieve significant improvement on the back end. A question 
still remains in goal — mostly about who should get the playoff starts — 
but this time they have options. And they're not a team just squeaking in 
here — Florida is fourth in the NHL by points percentage. 

The Panthers feel real this time. The only problem is that Tampa and 
Carolina are contenders, too, and they may have to face one of them in 
Round 1. The silver lining they could take into a series like that is, this 
time, the Panthers shouldn't be an easy out (knock on wood). 

Lehner becomes Vegas' clear No. 1 goalie 

You remember 'The Tweet' of course, when Marc-Andre Fleury's agent 
Allan Walsh shared this image: 

Head coach Pete DeBoer had chosen to ride Robin Lehner as his 
starting playoff netminder after the team traded for him at the deadline. 
Lehner was a rental at the time, on the last season of his contract, where 
Fleury had been the face of the franchise since its inception. It was quite 
the turn of events and seemed to indicate a changing of the guard. 

Walsh later removed the tweet, but the message had been sent and 
conclusions were drawn. 

With Lehner, the Golden Knights got back to the Western Conference 
final and so when he signed a five-year, $25 million extension to stay 
with the team in October, it seemed to cement the shift to a new No. 1. 
Fleury, 35 at the time of Lehner's signing, was coming off a down season 
and since Vegas was looking at ways to shed salary, it made some 
sense to try and trade Fleury, even if it meant retaining part of the $7 
million cap hit he'd have for another two seasons. 

Not only did both Fleury and Lehner return, but they're splitting starts 
when healthy and make up the NHL's best tandem. Fleury is even in the 
running for the Vezina Trophy again. That was not a conclusion anyone 
was making following last year's playoffs. 

(Stats reflect 5-on-5 situations, via Natural Stat Trick) 

Now, unexpectedly, we have a goalie battle again. Fleury is making a 
strong case to be the Game 1 guy, but that could be decided in the final 
weeks here. If he doesn't get it, could we get another sword-related 
incident? 

Price is back with a little help from rest 

Team Canada's goalie choice for the 2022 Olympics will certainly be 
interesting. It's been a few years since Price was confidently atop the 
"world's best goalie" list and he'd sort of been floating around league 
average save rates for a few years. His workload was always heavy and 
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so now, in his mid-30s, the Habs faced the question if more rest is what 
he needed. 

That seemed to be confirmed in the bubble last summer. Price had 
posted a .909 save percentage last regular season and actually had a 
minus-1.31 goals save above average rate, ranking 36th in the league. 
But he then had four months off to rest up and prepare for a playoff 
return — and when they hit the ice again, Price was back to the game-
saving goalie he had been through much of his earlier career. He led 
them to an upset win over Pittsburgh and nearly got them through 
Philadelphia, too. Price wound up with a .936 post-season save 
percentage. 

So maybe that was the key here. GM Marc Bergevin went out and 
acquired Jake Allen, so now they had a reliable backup to keep Price 
rested and, theoretically, able to find that fountain of youth. 

But Price has actually been the No. 2-ranked netminder in Montreal's 
crease and even still played through an injury at one point. Allen has 
given Price more of a break than he usually gets, but there's been no real 
payoff in performance as we expected. 

In the previous two seasons, Price played in 80.4 per cent and 81.7 per 
cent of Montreal's games, but has only been in the net 58.1 per cent of 
the time this season. That was the plan all along. It just hasn't played out 
as expected. 

(Stats cover all situations) 

More support has been given to Price, it seems, and he has the better 
record. But by overall save percentage, Allen is at .914 to Price's .901. 
Losing Price to a concussion is concerning and, as Sportsnet's Eric 
Engels wrote, it tightens roster flexibility for other moves to reinvigorate a 
struggling offence (such as bringing up Cole Caufield). But Allen will now 
have a brief run to see if he, in fact, can be an X-Factor in helping 
Montreal pull away in the race. He's no guarantee and has only a .905 
save rate this month, but he has been the better of the two this season. 

The playoff takeaway that Price could be elite again with more rest just 
hasn't played out. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.22.2021 
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TSN.CA / NHL denies promise to relax vaccinated players’ COVID-19 
restrictions 

Since the 2020-21 campaign started on Jan. 13, the NHL has only 
strengthened COVID-19 protocols and enhanced testing, and maintains it 
never dangled relaxed restrictions for fully vaccinated players. As such, 
the league has no plans to loosen its crackdown in an attempt to finish off 
the season, 

 

By Frank Seravalli 

 

The NHL said Wednesday it has never dangled relaxed restrictions for 
fully vaccinated players, in response to Vegas Golden Knights goaltender 
Robin Lehner saying the league “lied to us about things changing to kind 
of force us to the take the vaccine.” 

NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly wrote in an email that loosened 
restrictions were previously “a topic that’s been discussed internally” and 
with the NHL Players’ Association. 

“But no decision has ever been made, nor has anything ever been 
communicated to the Players,” Daly wrote. 

In fact, the NHL emphasized to its general managers in a virtual league-
wide meeting on Wednesday that teams must stay the course and 

remain diligent following the COVID-19 protocols that have been in place 
all season.  

Just last week, the Vancouver Canucks returned to the ice following 22 
days away after nearly the entire roster was stricken with a highly-
contagious variant. 

But Lehner went after the league in his media availability, saying “we are 
vaccinated and we are still trapped in a prison.” He later clarified his 
remarks in a Twitter thread and apologized for likening his situation to 
prison, but doubled down on his request for the league to take players’ 
mental health into account. 

    As I’m frustrated like a lot of people in the world right now everything 
didn’t come out of today’s press in the right way. Main point is that we 
need to start take the mental health important as well In this situation. It 
has a huge impact on everyone in society right now. 

    — Robin Lehner (@RobinLehner) April 21, 2021 

Lehner has been vocal about his treatment and diagnosis of bipolar 
disorder, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and his alcohol and drug 
addiction. 

“At some point, we’ve got to start looking at the mental health of people 
around us,” Lehner said. “Not just the NHL, but everyone in society and 
see how we can start getting back to normalcy. Because the problem is 
going to be huge.” 

There is no question that the NHL’s players have made extraordinary 
sacrifices to enable this 56-game season to be completed. Players have 
largely been limited to the rink and team hotels while travelling – even 
visits to restaurants in their home cities have been strongly discouraged. 

Lehner said the league has declined to loosen restrictions, like MLB and 
the NBA have agreed to do once certain thresholds have been met, 
because of “competitive advantage.” 

“It’s outrageous,” Lehner said. 

The NHL has closely monitored vaccination rates of its players. The 
NHLPA has also recently requested information from teams to gather 
vaccination data. 

More than 40 per cent of the United States’ total population has received 
at least one vaccine dose, according to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, with everyone over the age of 16 eligible to receive the 
dose. But only 25 per cent of Canadians have received at least one dose 
of the vaccine, and generally only residents over the age of 40 are 
eligible now. 

The NHL has been very careful to not have its constituents jump the line 
for the vaccine. Toronto Maple Leafs forward Joe Thornton is the only 
NHL player in Canada over the age of 40. 

With that, the NHL has no plans to loosen its restrictions in an attempt to 
finish off the season. Since the 2020-21 campaign started on Jan. 13, the 
NHL has only strengthened protocols and enhanced testing as it has 
seen 49 games postponed, moved countless others to rearrange the 
schedule, and had more than 180 different players from 30 of the 31 
teams sidelined on the COVID-19 protocol list. 

GM MEETINGS UPDATE 

> The NHL shared with GMs on Wednesday a tentative date to open the 
2021-22 season, when the Seattle Kraken will officially join the fray: Oct. 
12, the day after Thanksgiving. That is about a week later than usual; 
training camps are also tentatively scheduled to open on Sept. 22. 

> What the NHL did not reveal on Wednesday was the planned start of 
the Stanley Cup playoffs. Games are now scheduled through Sunday, 
May 16, as the NHL vows to complete the 56-game slate in its entirety. It 
is possible that the three U.S. divisions drop the puck on the playoffs that 
May 15 weekend, while the North Division finishes out the slate. 
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> One of the hot topics of conversation on the virtual call was 19-year-old 
NHL prospects as they relate to the NHL-CHL transfer agreement. With 
the Ontario Hockey League formally ending its bid to return to the ice this 
week, that means top prospects such as Winnipeg’s Cole Perfetti and 
Los Angeles’ Quinton Byfield will be allowed to finish the season in the 
AHL. How then would those players be forced to return to junior hockey 
next year after a full professional season? No decisions were made on 
the call. But as TSN reported, there is an appetite among GMs for an 
exception to be made to the agreement, if not a full-scale change. The 
agreement is set to expire again this summer. 
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TSN.CA / NHL, Todd Ewen’s widow settle wrongful death lawsuit 

The National Hockey League has reached a settlement “in principle” in its 
legal battle with Kelli Ewen, the widow of deceased former NHL player 
Todd Ewen. 

 

By Rick Westhead 

 

The National Hockey League has reached a settlement “in principle” in its 
legal battle with Kelli Ewen, the widow of deceased former NHL player 
Todd Ewen. 

Ewen filed a wrongful death claim against the NHL in April 2019, alleging 
Todd’s suicide in 2015 was linked to the league allegedly downplaying 
the potential long-term consequences of repeated brain trauma and 
profiting from a culture of on-ice violence. 

A copy of the lawsuit said she was seeking “compensatory damages and 
all other damages permitted by law.” 

Ewen confirmed in a text message to TSN on Tuesday that she had 
agreed to a settlement but declined to elaborate. 

In a document filed March 19 in U.S. federal court in California, a lawyer 
for the NHL wrote that the parties held mediation on March 7 and 
“reached an agreement in principle to settle this litigation.” 

“Since that time, the parties have been working to memorialize their 
settlement in a written agreement, the terms of which will be confidential,” 
NHL lawyer Jack Dicanio wrote in the court filing. “That process is 
ongoing as the parties ensure that the written agreement satisfies all 
applicable testamentary and other requirements. The parties expect a 
final agreement to be signed in short order and anticipate submitting the 
appropriate documents to the court for dismissal of the case shortly 
thereafter.” 

Dicanio asked that a hearing be convened May 14 to update the court on 
settlement discussions. 

Todd’s case has played a key role in the debate over chronic traumatic 
encephalopathy (CTE) and concussions in hockey. 

Todd fought his way through a dozen NHL seasons, and Ewen says he 
battled depression, anxiety and memory loss for the last 20 years of his 
life. He retired from the NHL following the 1996-97 season. 

On Sept. 19, 2015, Todd, then 49, killed himself in the basement of his 
family’s home in St. Louis. 

Toronto neuropathologist Dr. Lili-Naz Hazrati declared in February, 2016 
that Todd did not have CTE, prompting NHL commissioner Gary Bettman 
to cite Todd’s case in correspondence with U.S. lawmakers. 

Bettman argued that the science over the brain-withering disease was 
inconclusive and that Todd killed himself because media hype led him to 
believe he must have the disease. 

However, in February 2018, Boston University scientist Dr. Ann McKee 
announced that Dr. Hazrati had missed detecting it and that she had 
actually found Stage 2 CTE in Todd’s brain. 

While the Toronto researcher said she accepted those findings, the NHL 
has never retracted its statement about Todd, which set up a potentially 
high-stakes courtroom battle. 

A trial in the wrongful death lawsuit could have occurred as early as this 
summer. Lawyers had said a trial was expected to feature more than 20 
witnesses, including NHL league personnel, Bettman among them. 

In the weeks before the settlement, lawyers for Ewen and the NHL had 
fought over access to the contents of Todd’s iPhone 4 – text messages 
and data the NHL said might play a key role in Ewen’s lawsuit against the 
league. 

The NHL in August 2019 began to ask Ewen to turn over records related 
to her claim against the NHL, including documents related to all NHL club 
alumni events that Todd attended or participated in, documents  detailing 
altercations in which Todd was involved during his NHL career or any 
other time, including domestic disputes, and documents related to the 
use of alcohol or legal or illegal drugs by either of the Ewens. 

Nearly a year later, in July 2020, the NHL expanded its demand, 
requesting documents “related to any actual, possible, or contemplated 
marital infidelity by Kelli Ewen or Todd Ewen” and “all documents related 
to marriage counselling provided to Kelli and Todd.” 

Former NHL players Dan Carcillo and Nick Boynton have outstanding 
lawsuits against the league over its approach to marketing violence and 
managing player brain injuries, as does Paul Montador, the father of the 
late NHL player Steve Montador. 
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USA TODAY / Vegas Golden Knights goaltender Robin Lehner blasts 
NHL over COVID-19 vaccine protocols 

 

Lorenzo Reyes 

 

Vegas Golden Knights goaltender Robin Lehner blasted the NHL over its 
handling of its COVID-19 vaccination policy, saying the league went back 
on promises made about easing restrictions and calling it "totally 
unacceptable." 

During a press conference Wednesday, Lehner spoke for almost 11 
minutes and claims that the NHL backed off a promise that would allow 
players to have some social gatherings when a certain threshold would 
receive the vaccine. 

"That was a lie," Lehner said. "A blatant lie." 

The NHL pushed back on Lehner's characterization of the matter. 

"Nobody from the league has communicated to any player or club that 
any of our COVID protocols would be 'relaxed' for any player once he is 
vaccinated," a league spokesman said. 

The NFL, NBA and Major League Baseball have set vaccination 
thresholds to relax some protocols, such as mask-wearing and 
prohibition of outdoor dining, when a certain percentage of team 
personnel are fully inoculated against COVID-19. Those leagues have all 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 22, 2021 

 

teams currently playing in the U.S., where everyone 16 and older can get 
a vaccine. 

"Look at the NBA, NFL and the other leagues," Lehner said. "They’ve 
already implemented these things. And now we are, we are vaccinated 
and we’re still going to be trapped in a prison." 

Lehner later apologized for using the term "prison." 

The central issue Lehner had is that he said players were shown and 
"promised" to have the NBA's COVID protocol plan and that "a new set of 
rules are going to come out" when "X amount of players" around the 
league would get vaccinated. 

Lehner said, however, that when he spoke to members of the NHL and 
the NHL Players' Association on Tuesday, he was told that restrictions 
would not be changing. 

"They told me yesterday that they're surveying all the teams to see who 
has taken the vaccine, and who has not taken the vaccines, and they're 
not going to change the rules for us as players until all the teams have 
the vaccine at the same time so it's not a competitive edge," Lehner said.  

"That made me go crazy to be honest. I speak for myself personally, it 
has been a tremendously hard time going through this COVID situation 
for my mental health situation, being in isolation, getting these rules, I 
can't do anything but be in my home, all the time, be in a hotel room, all 
the time. They’re talking about competitive edge instead of human lives. 
Competitive edge, human lives. We’re humans, too." 

USA TODAY LOADED: 04.22.2021 


