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For the Hurricanes, the playoff push is as easy as winning  — and staying healthy  

By Chip Alexander  

Call it hockey’s Catch-22. 

The Carolina Hurricanes want to keep winning games as the 
regular season winds down. They want to win the Central 
Division and secure home-ice advantage in the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. They want to be playing their best hockey when the 
playoffs begin next month. 

But Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour also wants to have a 
healthy, energized team going into the playoffs. He doesn’t 
have the luxury of using second- and third-teamers when the 
Canes are ahead in games. His top guys keep going over 
the boards. 

“You want to win every game and you want to push and you 
want to make sure you’re playing your best, but there’s a fine 
line, too,” Brind’Amour said on a media call Tuesday. “I see it 
now. I see it in how we’ve pushed hard all year. I think that’s 
the only way to do it but I also know it takes a toll mentally 
and physically.” 

In the past two games against the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
Brind’Amour has had forward Martin Necas leveled by a 
vicious open-ice hit on Monday and then defenseman Brady 
Skjei hit from behind Tuesday and his head banged into the 
glass with 1:40 left in the first period. 

Necas shook it off and came back into the game. Skjei tried 
one more shift after the hit from Blake Coleman but could not 
continue. No penalty was called on the play. 

“I know nothing’s going to happen but we’ve got a guy now 
that might have a concussion,” he said. “So I’m not happy 
about that.” 

The Canes won 4-1 on Tuesday, spreading out more 
minutes among the five defensemen. Jaccob Slavin, Dougie 
Hamilton and Brett Pesce each played about 24 minutes, 
and Jake Gardiner and Jani Hakanpaa both more than 18. 

“Skjei is a big piece on the back end but those five guys 
picked up the slack and really kind of hammered it home 
there for us,” said goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, who picked up his 
11th win of the season with a 26-save game. 

Added Brind’Amour: “The guys dug in, plain and simple.” 

‘I’m proud of our line’ 

The Canes (30-10-5) now face what could be two more 
intense, physical, mentally draining road games against the 
Florida Panthers. The teams are tied at the top of the Central 

with 65 points, three ahead of Tampa Bay, but the Canes 
have two games-in-hand on the Panthers and lead the 
division in winning percentage (.722.) 

With Skjei out of Thursday’s game, Brind’Amour could have 
Joakim Ryan make his Hurricanes debut and play with 
Hakanpaa as the third defensive pair. 

Brind’Amour also might give a few more shifts and minutes 
to his fourth line to ease the weight on the top nine forwards. 
Steven Lorentz, Cedric Paquette and Morgan Geekie gave 
the Canes some high-octane play Tuesday and Lorentz 
scored his second goal of the season off a Geekie pass for a 
3-0 lead. 

“That line was probably our best line tonight,” said forward 
Nino Niederreiter, who scored the Canes’ first goal. “They 
were constantly in the O-zone, got pucks in deep. It was 
probably the best game I’ve seen them play so far. I feel like 
they’re gaining confidence more and more, and they were 
really, really good tonight.” 

Lorentz had 11:22 of ice time Tuesday after getting 11:30 in 
the 3-2 overtime loss to Tampa Bay on Monday in which the 
Canes were outplayed much of the night but pulled out a 
point. 

“I’m proud of our line in that we responded the way we did 
after (Monday) night,” Lorentz said. “We kind of got hemmed 
in our end by their fourth line pretty much the whole game. 
We kind of looked ourselves in the mirror and before this one 
we got together and we said, ‘Hey, look, we have to be a lot 
better’ and I think we were. 

“I was very happy with the way our line played tonight and 
we just have to keep that energy moving forward into 
Florida.” 

Sounds like a veteran center, yes? Lorentz, a rookie, now 
has played 34 NHL games. 

“They certainly held their own and obviously contributed,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It makes it easier, especially when there’s 
just so many games that we’re playing. Watching minutes is 
vital.” 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Florida Panthers 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: BB&T Center, Sunrise, Florida 

Watch: BSSO (Bally)
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Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei in concussion protocol. How long will he be out?  

By Chip Alexander  

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei remains in the 
concussion protocol, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Thursday. 

Skjei, injured Tuesday against Tampa Bay, will be sidelined 
indefinitely. The Canes play the Florida Panthers on 
Thursday in the first of two games between the two Central 
Division leaders. 

Brind’Amour said Skjei likely will be replaced in the lineup 
Thursday by Joakim Ryan, who has 141 games of NHL 
experience but is in his first season with the Canes and has 
not been in a game. 

Skjei was hit from behind by Tampa Bay’s Blake Coleman 
late in the first period of the Canes’ 4-1 victory at Amalie 
Arena. He played one more shift before leaving the game 
and was placed in the concussion protocol. 

Brind’Amour said after the game he did not like the hit by 
Coleman, who was not penalized on the play.  

Skjei has spent much of the season playing with Brett Pesce 
on the Canes’ second defensive pairing. In 45 games, he 
has two goals and six assists and a plus-6 plus/minus rating.  

The Canes have played much of the season without forward 
Teuvo Teravainen, who has dealt with COVID and then 
concussion issues. Teravainen, who suffered a concussion 
Feb. 19 against Chicago, skated with the team again 
Thursday morning but will not play in Thursday’s game, 
Brind’Amour said. 

Brind’Amour said Alex Nedeljkovic will be the starting goalie 
Thursday as the Canes (30-10-5) play their seventh game of 
the season against the Panthers (30-12-5). Nedeljkovic, the 
winner in Tuesday’s game, will be making consecutive starts 
for the second time this season.

 

Hurricanes surge in second period, beat Florida Panthers 4-2 in key Central matchup  

By Chip Alexander  

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour called it a gutsy 
win, and no one could argue with him. 

The Canes beat the Florida Panthers 4-2 Thursday, 
overcoming a host of penalties and an injury to forward 
Jordan Martinook to take a two-point lead in the Central 
Division. 

The Panthers came into the game, the seventh in the season 
series, with just one overtime win over the Hurricanes and 
had a “enough-is-enough” look. Panthers forward Ryan 
Lomberg dropped the gloves early to fight Cedric Paquette, 
and Aleksander Barkov scored the first of his two goals for a 
first-period lead to further liven up the BB&T Center. 

But the Canes weathered it all. They denied the Panthers on 
eight of their nine power plays, allowing only a 5-on-3 goal by 
Barkov in the third.  

The Hurricanes’ Nino Niederreiter scored on the power play 
and Sebastian Aho had two shorthanded goals as the Canes 
had the upper hand on special teams. 

Aho’s first came on a pretty play, Martin Necas stealing the 
puck and the two having some passing fun on a two-on-none 
rush before Aho buried the shot. His second, his 20th goal of 
the season, came after the Panthers pulled Sergei 
Bobrovsky for an extra attacker on a late power play. 

“We found a way to win,” Niederreiter said. “Five on five 
there wasn’t much going on. We battled through that game 
and it wasn’t pretty. We took way too many penalties, but we 
got under their skin a little bit. It was definitely a big win.” 

The Canes (31-10-5) and Panthers (30-13-5) were tied with 
65 points, although the Canes had two games-in-hand and a 
better winning percentage. The Canes now lead the 
Panthers by two points and Tampa Bay by three. 

“We’re after first place and you can tell, you can feel it,” 
Niederreiter said. “We’re coming down to the wire and 
everyone wants to take that first place to make sure you start 
(the playoffs) at home.” 

One major concern for the Canes was losing Martinook in 
the second period. Martinook, who scored the Canes’ first 
goal 14 seconds into what would be a three-goal second, 
took a hip check from Radko Gudas along the boards and 
left the ice in pain, unable to put weight on his right leg. 

The Canes lost defenseman Brady Skjei to a concussion in 
Tuesday’s 4-1 win at Tampa Bay. Now, another player down. 

“It was pretty gutsy, yep, I agree,” Brind’Amour said. “We 
were kind of iffy at the start of the game. We got going and 
weren’t really giving up too much and then the penalty 
trouble turned that game into what had to be a gutsy win. 
That’s what it was.” 

Leading 3-1 in the the third, the Canes hunkered down 
around goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, who faced 19 shots in the 
third and finished with 32 saves. Barkov scored with 7:58 left 
in regulation on the 5-on-3 but the Canes killed off the 
second penalty and then later calls against Jordan Staal and 
Vincent Trocheck. 

Trocheck was called for hooking with 1:42 left in regulation, 
but the Panthers could not tie it and Aho closed it out with his 
12th career shorthanded goal. 

The eighth and final game in the regular-season series is 
Saturday at BB&T Center. The Panthers had a seven-game 
win streak at home end Thursday. 

“Every game has been a disappointing loss and frustrating in 
some ways,” Panthers coach Joel Quenneville said. “You’ve 
got to play a perfect game against them. There’s no time, no 
space. Every shift is magnified in its importance knowing you 
don’’t have the time to do anything. They check hard and 
they check well.” 
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(Earlier updates) 

Second period: Canes surge ahead 

The Canes needed 14 seconds in the second period to tie 
the score on a Jordan Martinook goal, took the lead on Nino 
Niederreiter’s power-play score and added to it as Sebastian 
Aho scored shorthanded. 

Martinook, open in the slot, took a pass from Jordan Staal 
from behind the net and beat Sergei Bobrovsky for his fourth 
goal of the season and his second in two games.  

Niederreiter’s 17th of the season came off a rebound on a 
power play at 11:09 of the second. Brett Pesce, who had the 
shot, picked up his 19th assist of the season and Martin 
Necas his 24th. 

Niederreiter, who had a goal and assist Tuesday against 
Tampa Bay, picked up his 30th point of the season. That’s 
topped his total of 29 points last season in 67 games. 

Aho scored at 18:08 after Necas made a steal on the penalty 
kill near the blue line. Aho and Necas played a little two-man 
game with the puck before Aho knocked it in for his 19th of 
the season and a 3-1 lead. 

One big concern for the Canes: Martinook left the game after 
taking a hip check from Radko Gudas along the boards with 

4:37 left in the period. Martinook was in pain and could not 
put weight on his right leg as he left the ice. 

First period: one goal, one fight 

The game was barely six minutes old and there already had 
been a goal scored and a fight held as the Panthers took a 1-
0 lead after the first period. 

Aleksander Barkov of the Panthers scored the goal, his 20th 
of the season. Barkov scored after a scramble in front of the 
Canes net and goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, who stopped a 
couple of shots before the score. 

The Barkov goal, at 6:22 of the first, came a little more than a 
minute after the Panthers’ Ryan Lomberg and the Canes’ 
Cedric Paquette dropped the gloves and started throwing 
hands.  

There were five power plays in a tightly called first period, 
three for the Panthers, but all five penalties were killed off. 
The Canes’ best scoring chance in the period came 
shorthanded when Sebastian Aho got off a shot from the slot 
that forced Sergei Bobrovsky into a tough save. 

The fighting major for Paquette was the Canes’ third in the 
past three games. The last time the Canes had three in a 
row was in April 2013, when they had fighting majors in four 
straight games.
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NHL power rankings (emoji edition): Things are starting to come together for the Golden 
Knights 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille 

As of five weeks ago, The Athletic has weekly NHL power 
rankings. Yes, it happened. Yes, we’re using this exact same 
lede in each one. It’ll be 69 weeks in and we’ll still say “As of 
69 weeks ago.” Calm down. We’re back with another 
installment this week, and we’ll be back every week until 
we’re old and grey and tired of ranking teams every week. 

Here are the basic ground rules.  

 The methodology here is as simple as it gets. We 
each rank the teams, from 1-31, then take the 
average, and voila. (Dom made a dedicated 
spreadsheet for this because of course he did.) It’s 
not going to be based solely on past performance, 
current hot streaks or future potential. Numbers will 
figure into it prominently, but if you want stat-model 
stuff, we’ve got you covered elsewhere. This is 
something different. 

 From there, we’ll choose 10 or so teams to go back-
and-forth on; that might be because we disagree on 
the placement. It might be because we each have 
something meaningful to say. It might be because 
we each want to make jokes about the teams, or 
each other. We’ll see. 

 We want this to be fun, and we’re not locked into a 
format beyond going from No. 1 to No. 31. Some 
rankings might have themes. Some of those themes 
might be unexpected. If you have ideas — or just 
suggestions on how to make this a destination for 
you, each Friday — we’d love to hear them. You’re 
why we’re doing this in the first place. 

 If two teams are tied, the team with the better 
Twitter account gets the edge. Sometimes we might 
add new rules as we see fit. For example, we added 
the tie-breaker rule because ties are stupid and 
don’t belong in this sport. It’ll change every week. 

This week: an emoji for every team. Just two old men getting 
paid to pick out lil’ cartoon pictures for the best hockey boys. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Last week: 1 

Record: 31-9-4, 66 points 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

 : The Avalanche are just a well-oiled machine at this 
point, perfectly programmed in almost every way. 

Dom: What more is there to say about this team that seems 
to run over whoever they face? I’m getting bored of seeing 
them clown the Blues and Coyotes every night, let’s just skip 
to the playoffs already so we can see them destroy an 
actually good team. 

Sean: It’s funny to see how well they’re doing in all the 
“defensive” categories — second in goals against, first in 
expected goals against, first in shots against — and think 
about how much of that is just because they spend most of 
their games in the offensive zone against the Ducks or 
whatever, just screwing around. Someday soon, we might 
regret not being able to see this team play a full, normal 
schedule. We’re going to want context for all this. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last week: 2 

Record: 31-10-5, 67 points 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 2 

 : The only thing hotter than the Canes on the ice, is the 
Canes’ Twitter account off the ice. 

Sean: Worth saying it up top — Dom chose the tie-breaker, 
and I’m convinced that it’s nothing more than a way to scam 
more teams for more free stuff. To whoever runs the Canes’ 
social media: I believed first. I knew. I knew. Also, I’m a 
shmedium, so whatever you have laying around is fine. 

Dom: Dear almighty Carolina Hurricanes Twitter account: 
Sean may have believed first this year, but I’ve been on this 
path much longer. Ask our good mutual friend, Eric, he’ll tell 
you. Remember when y’all were near the bottom of the East 
in 2018-19? I still believed. Don’t bother searching for tweets 
about it. Remember Dougie Hamilton’s Norris trophy 
campaign last season? Where were Sean’s passionate 
tweets and articles about it? The audacity of some people… 

Sean: I was probably writing about the Pirates or something, 
my bad. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last week: 4 

Record: 33-11-2, 68 points 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 3 

 : Vegas flexing all over the very wrong previous power 
rankings that had the team outside the top three with an 
eight-game winning streak. 
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Dom: The Golden Knights had a long stretch of time near the 
bottom of the top five in these rankings. We didn’t really 
believe in their record due to only modest underlying 
numbers relative to their results. Well, that’s changed 
drastically over the last few weeks as the team has rattled off 
eight straight wins and done so in dominant fashion. They 
have a 61 percent expected goals rate in those games and 
have outscored opponents 34-14. 

Sean: Yeah, it feels like stuff is starting to come together 
here. Early on, they were buoyed by Marc-Andre Fleury. 
Then, he had a meh patch. Now, their underlyings have 
come around, he’s got a .934 save percentage in six April 
games, and Robin Lehner is at .935 (also in six). This was 
how it was supposed to work. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last week: 3 

Record: 31-14-2, 64 points 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

 : What is LTIR, really, if not the hockey equivalent of a 
credit card? 

Sean: At what point are we supposed to start worrying about 
this team a little bit? They’ve basically spent the month 
alternating wins and losses, the underlying numbers are 
mediocre, the secondary scoring is non-existent, they’re in 
third place in the division … it seems insane to drop them out 
of the top five, divisional placement be damned, but man, I’m 
starting to waver. 

Dom: No Nikita Kucherov, no Steven Stamkos, and currently 
no Victor Hedman either as he’s been awful of late. That’s… 
pretty much most of the team’s value. Those two forwards 
should be back for the playoffs and Hedman should return to 
normalcy by then too. I’m not too worried until they lose a 
couple of playoff games to Sergei Bobrovsky. 

Sean: Right, but it’s an existential question for the rankings. 
I’m fine on their longer-term prospects, but the performance 
has been blasé enough to make me contemplate dropping 
them in the meantime. I take this more seriously than you, I 
suppose. 

Dom: Perhaps I’m not nearly as fickle with my rankings. 

5. Boston Bruins 

Last week: 6 

Record: 27-12-6, 60 points 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 5 

 : Might be a little late, but up, up and away. 

Sean: The Bruins made their big move up last week when 
they went from 11th to sixth, but that was aided with a little 
bit of tie-breaker luck. This week, that was … unnecessary. 
Unreal run by them — they got 10 points in five games over 
the last seven days, and they remain undefeated in The 
Taylor Hall Era (all six games of it). With him on the roster, 

their expected goals for percentage is up more than 10 
points, to around 60. This week alone, they’ve outscored 
opponents 15-3 at 5v5. He’s a born winner, that Taylor Hall. 
Success follows him. Don’t let anyone tell you differently. 
He’s got four points in six games, for the record. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs  

Last week: 5 

Record: 29-13-5, 60 points 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 6 

 : If you shot a puck in the general direction of a Leafs 
goaltender over the past week there was a pretty good 
chance it went right through him. 

Dom: So, last week said no matter what happened over the 
next week we would put Toronto second, because “nothing 
matters between spots two-to-five.” The Leafs said “bet” and 
delivered that. 

Sean: In 10 games since April 3, the Leafs are 5-3-2, 15th in 
points percentage league-wide over that span. That’s about 
as average as it gets. Nick Foligno is only going to be able to 
distract people with funny hats for so long. If they lose a 
couple more, he’s going to show up for post-game in a foam 
cowboy hat. It’s funny because it’s bigger than a normal hat. 

Dom: This Simpsons clip, inspired by the idea of Foligno 
distracting people with hats, is actually a perfect metaphor 
for the Leafs trading for Foligno. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last week: 8 

Record: 30-14-3, 63 points 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

   : A nice image of Sidney Crosby, Jake Guentzel and 
Bryan Rust (55.34 expected goals percentage, 61.9 actual 
goals percentage this season). 

Sean: Little bit of a weird way for the Penguins to get six of 
eight points this week; they lost to the Sabres once in 
regulation, then almost blew a 6-0 lead to the Devils on 
Wednesday. Their forward group, if it ever gets healthy, is 
going to be fascinating. The Crosby-Guentzel-Rust line is 
locked and loaded, as we said. Trying to make the Evgeni 
Malkin–Jared McCann–Kasperi Kapanen–Jeff Carter–Jason 
Zucker pieces fit together on the fly might be easier said than 
done, given the shortage of time. 

Dom: A lot of analytics folks were really excited about Zucker 
going to Pittsburgh and he has low-key stunk this year. He’s 
got just 12 points in 29 games and a 44 percent expected 
goals rate that’s among the team’s worst marks. What the 
hell is going on there? 

Sean: All-time atrocious start to the season. High-key, in fact. 
He’s been better lately, but I’m really starting to wonder 
whether we see him go unprotected in the expansion draft. 
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8. Washington Capitals 

Last week: 9 

Record: 30-13-4, 64 points 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 8 

 : “Ah, hello. You’re still here and still quite good.” 

Sean: Is the emoji a back-handed way of acknowledging that 
we’re still sort of taking the Caps for granted? Maybe. 
Thursday night (a 1-0 win over the Islanders) was interesting 
for one particular reason: Ilya Samsonov killed it. After 
making 26 saves on 26 shots, he stopped two of three 
Islanders in the shootout. That’s something the Caps haven’t 
seen much of; heading into the game, they’d gotten a quality 
start from their goaltenders less than half the time. Only they 
and the Leafs are playoff-bound teams who can say that. If 
Samsonov gets hot, look out. If he doesn’t, it’ll be easy (and 
maybe correct) to sleep on them a bit. 

9. New York Islanders 

Last week: 7 

Record: 29-13-5, 63 points 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 9 

 : Two 1-0 games this week, one of which ended in a 
shootout? 2.36 combined expected goals last night? 
Booooooooring. 

Dom: Come on, if the zzz’s fit any team’s reputation it has to 
be the Islanders and while the team has been much more 
exciting this season (hello Mathew Barzal), this hasn’t 
exactly been a banner week for the club. Aside from a six-
goal outburst against the Rangers, the Islanders had three 
games where they didn’t score a single goal in regulation. 
The Bruins and Capitals losses were most concerning as the 
team will likely have to go throw at least one to make it out of 
the East. For long stretches, the Islanders have looked like 
the team to beat in the East, but they’re at the bottom of the 
pecking order this week. They’ve lost the expected goals 
battle in six of their last eight games. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Last week: 10 

Record: 29-13-3, 61 points 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 11 

 – The Wild have an elite record that screams contender, 
but their underlying numbers over the last month look a bit 
suspicious. 

Dom: Unsurprisingly, my best friends, the Minnesota Wild, 
won the tie-breaker for best Twitter account against the 
Panthers. There is no better Twitter account in all of sports 
based on the simple fact that they are friends with me online, 
the single most important thing about a team Twitter account. 

And because best friends do not talk shit about each other, I 
will absolutely not say anything bad about the Minnesota 
Wild franchise. Best friends support each other, so when I 
see that the team has been outshot in 19 straight games, I 
choose to look at the positive instead — like the team’s 
record in that time frame, buoyed by a red hot power play. 
Just win, baby. 

11. Florida Panthers 

Last week: 11 

Record: 30-13-5, 65 points 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 10 

 : What else would you do with your hands when Sergei 
Bobrovsky is playing? 

Sean: The other option, quickly, might end up “pointing at 
Spencer Knight.” He had 33 saves on 34 shots in the first 
start of his NHL career. Sure, it came against the Blue 
Jackets, but whatever. There are a couple of things to like 
here. One: The Panthers would be much easier to take 
seriously as a top-10 team (which they are in both expected 
and actual goals percentage) if their goalie was less volatile. 
Two: Knight was born in 2001, which brings us ever closer to 
Dom realizing that he, too, is getting old, just like the rest of 
us. 

12. Winnipeg Jets 

Last week: 12 

Record: 27-16-3, 57 points 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 

 : We have no idea what to make of this team, so we just 
put them in 12th every week and hope no one notices. 

Dom: Last night’s game against the Leafs was pure 
opposite-land for Winnipeg. Connor Hellebuyck couldn’t stop 
a beach ball early on, got pulled, and the Jets won the 
expected goals battle against Toronto. Neither of those 
things happen very often, but it ended in a regulation loss 
making it very unlikely Winnipeg can catch Toronto for first in 
the North. In 12th they shall remain. 

13. Edmonton Oilers 

Last week: 13 

Record: 27-16-2, 56 points 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 13 

 : The most entertaining team in hockey because they have 
Connor McDavid and other teams do not. (That, and defence 
is pretty optional the other way too). 

Dom: Every week it seems like McDavid just does something 
insane. It’s usually some variation of “He’s a freak! He’s the 
fastest kid alive!” but I still can’t get enough. Like, this is just 
a normal goal for him. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 23, 2021 

 

Sean: Another week of the rankings, another week of me 
being personally offended by Ken Holland’s “you can’t be all-
in every year” insanity. His last 17 assists have been primary 
assists. Seventeen! In 15 games! It’s cool to see him score 
those goals, and it’s cool to see him rack up wild streaks. It’s 
also really depressing, borderline “lamp under a bushel” 
stuff. 

14. New York Rangers 

Last week: 14 

Record: 23-18-6, 52 points 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 14 

 : Whatever faint glimmer of playoff hopes this team had is 
gone, as is the Rangers’ very temporary hold on East 
Division Goal Differential Champion. 

Dom: Any excuse to post this meme is a good one (hence 
the coffin emoji) because this song still absolutely slaps. 
Here lies the 2021 Rangers season.  

The Rangers have been a weirdly frustrating team all season 
— they should be a lot better. The goal differential is right 
there with the other top teams in the division, but the record 
isn’t even close. They have some very high-end players, but 
the bottom of the roster still needs a lot of work. They’ll come 
back much stronger next season, one that may start a nice 
playoff streak, but this season sadly was not it. 

15. Dallas Stars 

Last week: 19 

Record: 19-15-12, 50 points 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 15 

 : The wild, wild West… err Central… featuring the most 
chaotic team in hockey. Will they win? Will they lose? Will 
Roope Hintz even play? Tune in to find out because no one 
has any idea. 

Sean: It’s amazing to see that this team — this weird, 
ridiculous team — has somehow stabilized in the middle of 
this dumb thing we do. The end result (this season, at least) 
is destined to be mediocrity, but the road we’re taking is 
hilarious. Like, as we were writing this, they statistically 
dominated the Red Wings and managed to lose 7-3. What is 
happening here? 

Dom: I bet on the Stars (after seeing the team would have 
Roope Hintz and Miro Heiskanen in the lineup literally 30 
minutes before the game). That’s what happened. I might be 
cursed. 

16. Nashville Predators 

Last week: 15 

Record: 25-21-2, 52 points 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 16 

 : Imagine blowing a 4-1 lead halfway through the third and 
losing in overtime? Embarrassing.  

Dom: The win probably won’t matter in the grand scheme of 
things for the Blackhawks who will need a lot going their way 
to make the playoffs, but losing that extra point really stings 
for Nashville. The Stars are just ever so slightly ahead by 
points percentage and this race looks like it’s going to come 
down to the wire. The Predators’ playoff chances sit at 45 
percent while the Stars are at 47 percent after losing to 
Detroit. To squander a three-goal lead the way Nashville did 
just stings. The Predators didn’t sell at the deadline for this? 

Sean: One metaphor, please. 

Honestly, if we’re talking about team Twitter accounts, we 
should point out that Nashville’s spent Thursday night 
begging for the Red Wings to beat the Stars, and it worked. 

Pretty cool. Bet they wish they’d have asked David Poile to 
trade Mikael Granlund. Maybe next time! 

Dom: I don’t know how or why, but the minute you change 
your name to “team #1 fan” on Twitter, that team just wins.  

17. Montreal Canadiens 

Last week: 16 

Record: 20-15-9, 49 points 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 17 

 : Neither of us knew that the “derelict house” emoji (official 
name) existed. It’s standing up, but that is quite a large 
crack. 

Sean: The Canadiens needed a win against Edmonton on 
Wednesday, if only for psychological purposes, and they got 
it. They also scored more than two goals for the second time 
in nine games, which is kind of a good news/bad news thing, 
and their power play is still at 19 percent for the season and 
9.1 percent (!) in April. On top of that, they’ve got 12 games 
in 20 days on the way. If only there were some way to add 
young legs and goal-scoring ability to the lineup. Ah, well. 

18. St. Louis Blues 

Last week: 17 

Record: 19-19-6, 44 points 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 18 

 : Hi. Dom here. Anyone who follows my betting guide 
knows exactly why the Blues get an angry emoji. They 
deserve it. 

Dom: To be honest, I’m sure the fans feel the exact same 
way. This team should be better! They were supposed to be 
the third-best team in the division, potentially competing with 
Colorado and Vegas. Instead, the Blues have lost more 
games than they’ve won this season and once again came 
up empty-handed this week. The fourth playoff spot should 
be theirs for the taking, but it just seems like they don’t even 
want it in some games. It’s crazy how bad this team is at 
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five-on-five considering that was their calling card en route to 
their 2019 Stanley Cup. St. Louis is bottom 10 in both 
expected and actual goals this season and is the worst team 
over the last month in expected goals at 43 percent. 

19. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last week: 18 

Record: 22-20-5, 49 points 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 19 

  : The Blackhawks (and their playoff hopes) emerged from 
their grave sometime in the third period against Nashville. 
Someone should’ve told the Preds to beware of bathrooms 
and Vinnie Hinostroza. 

Sean: Honestly, it feels like we’ve had them on death watch 
for weeks. It’s close — their playoff chances were at 6 
percent on Thursday, according to some guy I work with — 
but it’s not quite here. They’re a bad even-strength team, no 
matter how you slice it, but it’s still fun to see them hang 
around. In any case, happy anniversary to Joel Quenneville. 

20. Arizona Coyotes 

Last week: 20 

Record: 20-22-5, 45 points 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 21 

 : This emoji looks super familiar? 

Dom: The Coyotes continued their downward trend of late, 
sandwiching a strong comeback win against the Blues with 
three losses to the Wild. The Coyotes went 1-7-0 against 
Minnesota this season, losing each game by three or more 
goals. Ouch. Arizona is also 2-3-1 against Colorado and 1-5-
0 against the Golden Knights. That’s a combined 4-15-1 
record against the top three teams where the team was 
outscored 78-40 in those games. Not even close and it’s why 
the Coyotes will likely finish the season not even close to a 
playoff spot. 

21. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last week: 22 

Record: 21-18-7, 59 points 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 20 

  : Get your tee times, fellas. 

Sean: It’s not that the Flyers had that bad of a week (five of 
eight points) — it’s that The Taylor Hall Era Bruins have well 
and truly left them in the dust. Disastrous as the season has 
been, they were still in squint-and-you-can-see-it mode when 
it came to the playoffs. Now, they’re 11 points out of fourth 
place. It’s not happening, no matter how many goals James 
van Riemsdyk scores with his face. 

Bizarre stat of the season, maybe: The Flyers haven’t won a 
game by more than one goal since Feb. 28. 

22. Vancouver Canucks 

Last week: 26 

Record: 18-19-3, 39 points 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

 : When people say you’re back in the playoff hunt, then 
you lose in regulation to the Senators and fall 10 points out 
of the fourth spot. 

Sean: Getting shut out by Matt Murray in the first of four 
games against Ottawa was … probably not how the Canucks 
wanted their Thursday night to go, yes? Those wins against 
the Leafs were fun — apparently fun enough for people to 
forget that this is a bad team in a bad spot. Still, it was 
probably a nice couple of days. 

Dom: It is Peak Hockey that the Canucks swept the Leafs 
fresh off a three-week layoff, only to get shut out by Matt 
Murray and the Senators to crash back to reality. 

23. Calgary Flames 

Last week: 21 

Record: 19-23-3, 41 points 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 

 : Time is running out for this core and big decisions loom 
in the offseason. Is a rebuild necessary? 

Dom: For a long time the Flames were held together by Mark 
Giordano on the backend, their rock. This season has made 
it plain and clear how important he is to the team’s success 
by showing a version of the team without his dominant 
presence: it’s bad. It’s difficult to know where the Flames go 
from here, but the status quo won’t cut it for next season. 
They need to embrace that what they have isn’t good 
enough. 

24. Los Angeles Kings 

Last week: 23 

Record: 17-20-6, 40 points 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

 : A look into the future would be nice for the Kings, you’d 
imagine. 

Sean: One of the challenging things about doing this every 
week is finding something pithy and/or interesting to say 
about teams like the Kings, who a) aren’t particularly 
interesting and b) have played once since the last time we 
had to go through all this. Like, they beat Anaheim 4-1. 
Cool? I dunno. Hey, Quinton Byfield is playing pretty well in 
the AHL. The No. 2 pick in the 2020 draft has 12 points in his 
last 14 games and has scored in five straight games. That’s 
neat. 
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25. San Jose Sharks 

Last week: 24 

Record: 18-23-5, 41 points 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

 : This one’s for you, Patty. 

Dom: There were a lot of horrifically bad takes about Patrick 
Marleau this past week as he was set to become the NHL’s 
all-time games played leader, surpassing Gordie Howe. It’s 
an incredible accomplishment that showcases Marleau’s 
amazing longevity and durability. Anyone who has something 
negative to say about him – like, that he should’ve retired 
one game before? – should literally go find anything else to 
talk about.  

Also, the whole Marleau thing gave us this very important 
video featuring Jumbo Joe in his element. 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last week: 25 

Record: 15-25-9, 39 points 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 26 

 : Five games, five losses. Someone forgot to show up this 
week. 

Sean: For real, they got outscored 21-6. They’re 0-7-1 in 
their last nine games. They’re 2-13-2 in their last 17. John 
Tortorella is benching dudes again. They have fewer points 
than the Red Wings and have a 46 percent chance of 
keeping it that way. Elvis Merzlikins said on Thursday night 
that he “didn’t want to get to, like, Buffalo.” Bleak stuff, that. 
Credit where it’s due, though; they’re responsible for maybe 
the most unintentionally funny tweet of the week. 

Not showing his cards? The idea that anyone is thinking, 
“Hmm, maybe Torts signs a new deal, you never know,” is 
wonderful. 

27. Ottawa Senators 

Last week: 29 

Record: 17-26-4, 38 points 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 28 

 : Leave it to the Sens Sickos to spoil Vancouver’s feel-
good week. 

Dom: Ottawa has not had a great season by any stretch, 
obviously, but the Senators have been extremely fun in 
raining on various team’s parades. Toronto, Montreal, and 
Calgary have all felt Ottawa’s wrath this season and the 
Canucks were the latest team to fall back down to reality at 
the hands of a Senators loss. Flying high after two big wins 
against Toronto post-Covid, there were legitimate playoff 
hopes in Vancouver again.  

Canucks fans: “We just have to win the next four against 
Ottawa… no problem, piece of cake, we just beat the Leafs 
back-to-back.” 

Ottawa: “Yes… ha ha ha… YES!” 

28. New Jersey Devils 

Last week: 27 

Record: 14-26-6, 34 points 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 27 

 : Cover your eyes … 

Sean: … L-L-W-L-L-L-L-W-L-L-L-L-L-L-L. Hmm. The second-
to-last ‘L’ was innovative, and Nico Hischier is back in the 
lineup. Also, shout out to podcaster Adam Present, who 
finally got the Hischier jersey “Deadbeat Dom” Luszczyszyn 
promised him months ago and only just managed to deliver. 
Sad! 

Dom: Do you have ANY idea how hard it is to get a reverse 
retro jersey? I still can’t believe how badly the NHL fumbled 
that launch: “hey everyone here’s some really cool jerseys 
for every team that we are going to make almost impossible 
to get. Have fun, suckers!” 

Sean: I can believe that, yes. 

29. Detroit Red Wings 

Last week: 28 

Record: 17-25-7, 41 points 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 29 

 : Steve Yzerman, legendary player and GM, once again 
showing why he’s one of the best with an absolute fleecing in 
the Jakub Vrana trade. 

Dom: There aren’t many things to be excited about with the 
Red Wings this year as joy and happiness still seem years 
away, but man did they get a player in Vrana. The speedster 
is finally in a place where he can flourish and he had himself 
a night in a 7-3 win over Dallas, potting four goals. After 
seeing Anthony Mantha score in every single game for the 
Capitals, it was nice to see that Detroit got a damn good 
player back in return — plus a very strong draft pick haul to 
boot. 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Last week: 31 

Record: 12-28-7, 31 points 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 

 : Enjoy Dustin Tokarski and that .930 April save 
percentage while you can, folks. 

Sean: Starting on March 31, the Sabres have racked up a 
.538 points percentage. That’s 16th in the league in that 
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span. The underlyings aren’t great — they’re 28th in 
expected goals percentage — but good god, who cares? 
Buffalo deserved to have something go its way. Also, a quick 
mea culpa here for forgetting that the Sabres’ season went 
off the rails immediately after their COVID-19 pause. We 
showed sympathy for the Canucks last week for what they’ve 
dealt with, and Buffalo deserved a little more of the same. 
Who knows what would’ve changed, but the NHL put them in 
a ridiculous situation, too. 

31. Anaheim Ducks 

Last week: 30 

Record: 14-26-7, 35 points 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

 : I mean, what other emoji would the worst team in the 
power rankings get?

 

 

Hurricanes’ penalty kill leads way in 4-2 win in Florida 

Sebastian Aho scored two goals and Martin Necas had three 
assists in the win over the Panthers 

By Cory Lavalette 

Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho scores an empty-net goal 
as Panthers right wing Patric Hornqvist trails the play during 
Carolina's 4-2 win Thursday in Sunrise, Florida. (Marta 
Lavandier / AP Photo)  

Sebastian Aho scored two shorthanded goals and Martin 
Necas had three assists to lead the Hurricanes to a 4-2 win 
over the Panthers on Thursday in Florida. Nino Niederreiter 
and Jordan Martinook also scored for Carolina, and Alex 
Nedeljkovic earned the win in goal. 

Three Thoughts 

1. The Hurricanes’ power play has been lauded all season, 
but the penalty has been nearly as good. On Thursday, it 
was the headline-grabber. Carolina killed off eight of nine 
penalties — only allowing a 5-on-3 goal — and were 
anchored by three players: Nedeljkovic, Jaccob Slavin and 
Brett Pesce. 

Nedeljkovic — making the start after Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Petr Mrazek “tweaked something” — made 
nine shorthanded stops among his 32 saves. But it was 
Slavin and Pesce who were the true workhorses. 

Slavin logged 11:56 of his 27:05 minutes shorthanded, while 
Pesce played a career-high 28:18 — 61 seconds more than 
his previous high set in a shootout loss on April 8, 2017 — 
and had 9:42 on the penalty kill. 

“That’s not how you want to do it, but those guys, they’re 
warriors,” Brind’Amour said of Slavin and Pesce. “Both those 
guys, the minutes they logged, those are hard, heavy 
minutes. When you’re on the penalty kill, that’s the hard work 
time in the game. And those guys, they were great tonight.” 

2. The penalty kill also contributed the game-winning goal 
when Aho and Necas managed a 2-on-0 shorthanded 
breakaway. What resulted was a thing of beauty, with the 

duo passing back and forth three times until Aho banged the 
puck into the net past a helpless Sergei Bobrovsky (25 
saves) at 18:08 of the second period. 

“I thought I had a breakaway there,” Aho said. “But yeah, 
he’s fast, he caught me and it was 2-on-0. It kind of surprised 
me. Obviously, you don’t get many of those. So, it was kind 
of a funny moment, but happy to be able to score on that.” 

Necas, who had three assists, now has a season-best nine 
points (two goals, seven assists) against the Panthers in 
seven games, and he has 17 points in 15 games combined 
against Florida and Tampa Bay. 

“I remember since when I was young, we always practiced 2-
on-0,” Necas said. “They always say go back and forth. The 
goalie. I would say 90% of the time, he’s got to move with the 
pass. And, fortunately, he moved and (Aho) had an empty 
net.” 

They hooked up for another shorthanded goal at the end 
when Necas’ length-of-the-ice empty-net bid went wide but 
Aho got to the loose puck for his 20th goal of the season. 

3. The win wasn’t without its loss. Martinook — who scored 
Carolina’s second goal on a pass from Jordan Staal — left 
the game late in the second period with an apparent right leg 
injury after a hip check by Florida defenseman Radko 
Gudas. 

“I saw him. He’s pretty sore,” Brind’Amour said of Martinook. 
“I guess we’ll have more (information) maybe tomorrow. Not 
really sure, it didn’t look good. I saw the video, the kind of 
play, but I don’t know — hip checks, the hit from behind. You 
know, the game’s physical, and it’s just unfortunate 
sometimes that guys get hurt.” 

Martinook’s exit came a game after defenseman Brady Skjei 
was knocked out of Tuesday’s game and placed in the 
concussion protocol due to a hit from behind by Tampa Bay’s 
Blake Coleman. If the injury to Martinook is as serious as it 
looked, he will join fellow “glue guy” Brock McGinn out of the 
lineup and cost Carolina a valuable penalty killer. The injury 
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could, however, expedite Teuvo Teravainen’s return to the 
lineup. Whenever asked about his pass-first winger’s status, 
Brind’Amour is quick to say the team is waiting on 
Teravainen — who has been out with a concussion and 
played just 13 games this season — to give the green light 
that he’s ready. 

The options beyond Teravainen are limited. Max McCormick, 
who has played in two games with the Hurricanes and one 
with the AHL’s Chicago Wolves this season, is available, and 
both Drew Shore and Sheldon Rempal have seen limited 
action with Carolina this year. Prospects Ryan Suzuki, David 
Cotton and Jamieson Rees are first-year pros with NHL 
futures, but all three are probably reaches at this time. 

Number To Know 

27 — Penalty minutes for the Hurricanes, the most since it 
had 29 on Oct. 11, 2014, at the Islanders, according to 
Hockey-Reference.com. Seventeen of those minutes were 
assessed to defenseman Jay Harrison, who received a two-
minute instigator penalty and a 10-minute misconduct along 
with five minutes for his fight with Matt Martin. 

The last time the Hurricanes had as many PIMs as Thursday 
without a 10-minute penalty and one or fewer fighting majors 
was Feb. 28, 2004, a 1-0 overtime loss in Montreal. The 
Hurricanes were called for 11 minors and had one fight — 
Jesse Boulerice against the Canadiens’ Stephane Quintal. 

They Said It 

“I’m not a big fan of the fighting, but when you get asked to 
do it, our guys are bouncing right in there. They don’t back 
down. I’d rather keep my guys on the ice, but they’re 

competitive, and this whole group’s competitive. And that’s 
why we’re in this position.” 

— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour after Cedric 
Paquette’s first-period scrap with Florida’s Ryan Lomberg 
made it three straight games the Hurricanes have had a 
fight. 

Plus 

Alex Nedeljkovic, Hurricanes goalie — Nedeljkovic won his 
fourth straight start, and he’s allowed just three goals at even 
strength and four overall during that stretch. His scrambling 
glove save on Jonathan Huberdeau with just over three 
minutes left and Carolina up a goal and on the penalty kill 
was one of the season’s top plays. 

“Ned stood on his head, made a terrific play to keep us … in 
the lead basically, and our PK was definitely terrific,” 
Niederreiter said. 

Minus 

Dougie Hamilton, Hurricanes defenseman — It’s hard to find 
fault with any Carolina player, and picking one who was part 
of the penalty kill is even tougher. But on a night when the 
Hurricanes needed to lean heavily on two defensemen to get 
them through, Hamilton was not one of them called upon. 

He still played 20:51 — nearly two minutes below his season 
average — and was on the ice for nearly five minutes 
shorthanded. But he was also one of nine Carolina players 
guilty of a minor penalty, and Hamilton had his third game 
this season without registering a shot on goal after going 
nearly five years without having such a game.
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Skjei, Mrazek Sidelined With Injuries 

Skjei in concussion protocol, Mrazek nursing lower-body 
concern 

By Michael Smith 

SUNRISE - The physical tolls of a compact, 56-game 
schedule are mounting for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Brady Skjei and Petr Mrazek were added to the team's injury 
list on Thursday. Skjei is in the concussion protocol, while 
Mrazek is nursing a lower-body injury. 

Skjei was hit from behind by Tampa Bay's Blake Coleman 
late in the first period on Tuesday, a play that was 
unpenalized both in the game and after the fact. Though 
Skjei played a shift early in the second period, he was unable 
to finish the game and won't be back in the lineup until he 
clears protocol. 

"That's a hit from behind. Nothing's going to happen, but now 
we have a guy who might have a concussion. Not happy 
about that," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "The five D 
hung in there and battled hard for each other." 

Mrazek was projected to get the start in net for the Canes on 
Thursday night in South Florida, but the team had to call an 
audible to Alex Nedeljkovic - a pretty good audible option, 
given his 11-4-2 record, 1.87 goals-against average and .932 
save percentage. Mrazek did some light work during the 
morning skate but headed off the ice early. Good thing the 
Canes held on to their three goalies at the trade deadline, 
right? 

Brock McGinn, who has missed the Canes' last eight games 
with an upper-body injury, is not with the team on this road 
trip. 

In positive injury news, Teuvo Teravainen is inching closer to 
a return. Teravainen, who has played in just one of the 
team's last 30 games while battling lingering concussion 
symptoms, skated with the Canes on Thursday morning and 
the hope is that he can draw back into the lineup before the 
end of the six-game trip.

 

Recap: Canes Battle to Top Panthers, Defend First Place 

Canes score twice shorthanded and finish 8-for-9 on the PK 

By Michael Smith 

SUNRISE - The Carolina Hurricanes defended first place in 
the Central Division with a 4-2 win in the first of two straight 
games against the Florida Panthers. 

"Every game is huge. It's the same two points available 
every night. It's tight standings," Sebastian Aho said. "It was 
a big win for sure." 

The Second Period - Again 

The Canes were buoyed by a three-goal second period on 
Tuesday night in Tampa, and the script was the same 
against Florida on Thursday night. The Canes tallied three 
times - once at even strength, once on the power play and 
once shorthanded - in the middle frame to turn a 1-0 deficit 
into a 3-1 lead. 

After a middling, somewhat uneven first period, the Canes 
tied the game at one just 14 seconds into the second. Jordan 
Staal slipped a centering pass through the crease, and 
Jordan Martinook chipped in his second goal in as many 
games. 

On the team's third power play of the game, Nino 
Niederreiter banged home a rebound off a Brett Pesce shot 

to give the Canes their first lead of the game and hand the 
Panthers their first deficit in more than five games. 

While on the penalty kill late in the second period, Martin 
Necas and Sebastian Aho hooked up for a gorgeous 
shorthanded tally. Necas poked the puck off Brandon 
Montour's stick at the point, and Necas and Aho were off to 
the races. The two opened up to face each other - Necas to 
Aho to Necas back to Aho for the goal. 

Two on oh! 

"I thought I'd have a breakaway, but he's fast. He caught 
me," Aho smiled. "It was a 2-on-0, and it was kind of 
surprising. You don't get many of those." 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: Alex Nedeljkovic and the penalty kill 

Special teams was a difference maker in the game, and the 
Canes' penalty kill was dynamite. The Canes killed off eight 
of the Panthers' nine power-play opportunities, and Aho 
tallied two shorthanded goals, including an empty-netter in 
the final minute of the game. 

"Our PK was definitely terrific," Niederreiter said. "We battled 
through that game. It wasn't pretty, and we found a way." 

The Canes had to kill five penalties alone in the third period, 
including two when it was a one-goal game. They were 
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already without Brady Skjei, who did not play after entering 
into the concussion protocol, and then they went down 
Martinook, as well. That meant heavy minutes for some of 
the Canes' horses. Brett Pesce played a game high 28:18, 
including 9:42 shorthanded. Of Jaccob Slavin's 27:05 of ice 
time, 11:56 came on the kill - more than five players logged 
total in the game. 

 "Those guys are warriors," head coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "The minutes they logged - those are hard, heavy 
minutes. The penalty kill is the hard work time of the game. 
Those guys were great tonight." 

As a penalty killing unit, the Canes were solid, and behind 
them, Nedeljkovic might have been even better. His glove 
save on a Jonathan Huberdeau rebound chance in the third 
saved the game and is one of his best and most timely of the 
season. 

"Ned stood on his head," Niederreiter said, while Necas and 
Brind'Amour both added that Nedeljkovic was "unbelievable." 

In his last 15 starts, Nedeljkovic is 11-3-1 with a 1.59 goals-
against average, a .943 save percentage and three shutouts. 

Calder Trophy consideration, anyone? 

Minus: Losing Jordan Martinook 

Martinook absorbed a hip check from Radko Gudas in the 
second period and labored to get off the ice. He returned 
after the horn at the end of the period for a quick twirl on the 
ice but did not play the rest of the game, as the Canes' injury 
list continues to swell. 

"He's pretty sore," Brind'Amour said. "Maybe we'll know 
more tomorrow." 

Stats Pack 

20: With his two-goal performance, Aho has a team-leading 
20 goals this season. He's now reached the 20-goal mark in 
each of his five career NHL seasons. 

12: Now with 12 shorthanded goals in his career, Aho has 
passed Dave Tippett (11) for the second-most shorthanded 
goals in franchise history, according to Canes PR. The 
record is held by Eric Staal (16). 

3: Cedric Paquette logged his first fight in a Canes sweater 
when he dropped the gloves with Ryan Lomberg. It was the 
third straight game in which the Canes have recorded a 
fighting major, the first time that's happened since April 9-16, 
2013, when they did so in four straight games (which 
included a game in Ottawa with five! fighting majors). 

Quote of the Night 

"We played our butts off. That was a great effort by a lot of 
guys tonight." - Rod Brind'Amour 

Up Next 

These two teams will face off for the eighth and final time this 
regular season on Saturday night. 

"These feel kind of like playoff games," Necas said. "It was a 
huge win, and we've got to build on that."
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Aho, special teams lift Hurricanes past Panthers 

Scores twice shorthanded for Carolina, which goes 8-for-9 
on penalty kill 

By Alain Poupart 

SUNRISE, Fla. -- Sebastian Aho scored two shorthanded 
goals for the Carolina Hurricanes in a 4-2 win against the 
Florida Panthers at BB&T Center on Thursday. 

The Hurricanes were 1-for-3 on the power play and 8-for-9 
on the penalty kill. 

"We played our butts off," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "Had to kill penalties. We had guys log 800 minutes 
and block shots. That's how you've got to win. That was a 
great effort. Great saves. Everything. It was a gross hockey 
game, but that's because we were in the box the whole night. 
But that was a great effort by a lot of guys tonight." 

Jordan Martinook and Nino Niederreiter scored for the 
Hurricanes (31-10-5), and Alex Nedeljkovic made 32 saves. 

Aleksander Barkov scored twice for the Panthers (30-13-5), 
who were 4-0-1 in their prior five games. Sergei Bobrovsky 
made 25 saves. 

Carolina leads Florida by two points for first in the Discover 
Central Division. 

"Coming here, I had the same questions as the (six) other 
games, same type of games, same type of finish," Barkov 
said. "Tight game and they find a way to win those games. 
We're in a good spot in the standings, but Carolina has been 
beating us this season. We have to find a way to apply the 
whole 60 minutes." 

Carolina is 6-0-1 against Florida. The teams end the two-
game set here Saturday. 

"It had that (playoff) feel, from puck drop to the final buzzer," 
Panthers forward Ryan Lomberg said. "We knew it was 
going to be an intense game. You've got to tip your cap to 
them, they played well. We welcome the challenge, we know 
we can beat this team, so we're looking ahead looking 
forward to next game." 

Barkov gave Florida a 1-0 lead at 6:22 of the first period with 
his 20th goal of the season. 

Martinook tied it 1-1 at 14 seconds of the second period 
when he redirected Jordan Staal's pass from behind the net. 
Martinook left in the period with an undisclosed injury after 
taking a hip check from defenseman Radko Gudas. 

Niederreiter gave Carolina a 2-1 at 11:09 with a power-play 
goal, scoring on a rebound. 

Aho scored shorthanded at 18:08 for a 3-1 lead. He finished 
a 2-on-0 with Martin Necas after a turnover at the Carolina 
blue line. 

"I thought I had a breakaway there, but [Necas] is fast," Aho 
said. "He caught me and it was a 2-on-0. It was kind of 
surprising. Obviously, you don't get many of those. It was 
kind of a funny moment, but happy to be able to score on 
that." 

Barkov made it 3-2 at 12:02 of the third period with a wrist 
shot from the slot on a 5-on-3 power play. 

Florida nearly tied the game with 3:18 remaining when 
Jonathan Huberdeau shot on a rebound, but Nedeljkovic 
made a glove save. 

"The penalty kill came up huge and that was the key for the 
game, and for sure [Nedeljkovic]," Necas said. "He played an 
unbelievable game." 

Aho scored a shorthanded empty-net goal at 19:44 for the 4-
2 final. 

"Every win is huge, especially against teams like Tampa 
[Bay] and Florida," Necas said. "These games feel kind of 
like playoff games. It was a huge game. You've got to build 
on that and maybe next game don't take as many penalties. 
It's pretty hard to defend those." 

NOTES: Florida defenseman Keith Yandle played his 914th 
consecutive game, tying Garry Unger for the second-longest 
streak in NHL history. Doug Jarvis has the longest streak at 
964 games. … Brind'Amour did not have an update on 
Martinook after the game. … Carolina defensemen Brett 
Pesce played 28:18 and Jaccob Slavin played 27:05 . … 
Necas had three assists. … Barkov is the first Panthers 
player to have six 20-goal seasons. Olli Jokinen and Nathan 
Horton each had five.
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Stanley Cup Playoff Buzz: Hurricanes first in Central, defeat Panthers 

Avalanche clinch berth in West; Capitals move past Islanders 
in East 

Welcome to the Stanley Cup Playoffs Buzz, a daily look at 
the races for the 2021 NHL postseason. There are 26 days 
left in the regular season and the races in each of the four 
divisions -- the seven-team Scotia North and eight-team 
MassMutual East, Discover Central and Honda West -- are 
tight. The top four teams in each of the four divisions reach 
the playoffs.  

Here is a look at the NHL Standings and everything else that 
could impact the playoff picture. 

ABOUT LAST NIGHT 

There were 10 games Thursday, each with playoff 
implications: 

Colorado Avalanche 4, St. Louis Blues 2: Andre Burakovsky 
scored twice, Nathan MacKinnon had three assists and the 
Avalanche won their fifth-straight game to become the 
second team to clinch a playoff spot this season, following 
the Vegas Golden Knights. Colorado, which returned after it 
had three games postponed due to NHL COVID-19 protocol, 
trails Vegas by two points for first in the West Division. St. 
Louis remained one point behind the idle Arizona Coyotes for 
fourth in the West. 

Washington Capitals 1, New York Islanders 0 (shootout): 
Capitals goalie Ilya Samsonov (26 saves) and Islanders 
goalie Semyon Varlamov (28 saves) each had shutouts 
before Evgeny Kuznetsov scored the deciding goal in the 
shootout to give the Capitals a one-point lead on the 
Islanders and Pittsburgh Penguins for first in the East 
Division. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 5, New Jersey Devils 1: Kasperi 
Kapanen scored a goal and had an assist in his return from a 
lower-body injury to help the Penguins tie the Islanders for 
second in the East and remain one point behind the Capitals 
for first. Sidney Crosby, Bryan Rust and Teddy Blueger also 
each scored a goal and had an assist for Pittsburgh, which is 
6-1-1 in its past eight games. New Jersey has lost eight in a 
row (0-8-0). 

Boston Bruins 5, Buffalo Sabres 1: Brad Marchand and 
David Pastrnak each scored a goal and had an assist for 
Boston, which extended its winning streak to six games. The 
fourth-place Bruins pulled eight points ahead of the fifth-
place New York Rangers in the East and are three points 
behind Penguins and Islanders. 

Philadelphia Flyers 3, New York Rangers 2: James van 
Riemsdyk scored two power-play goals and Brian Elliott 
made 33 saves for the sixth-place Flyers, who closed within 
three points of the fifth-place Rangers and remained 11 
behind the fourth-place Bruins in the East. The Rangers lost 

their second straight following a four-game winning streak to 
fall eight points behind the Bruins.   

Toronto Maple Leafs 5, Winnipeg Jets 3: Auston Matthews 
scored his League-leading 34th goal of the season and had 
two assists and Nick Foligno had an assist in his debut for 
Toronto, which ended a 0-3-2 slide. The Maple Leafs 
extended their North Division lead to six points ahead of the 
second-place Jets. 

Ottawa Senators 3, Vancouver Canucks 0: Matt Murray 
made 31 saves for his second shutout in three games for 
Ottawa, which has won three-straight. The Senators pulled 
closed within one point of the Canucks for sixth in the North 
and are 11 points behind the Montreal Canadiens for fourth. 
Vancouver is 10 points behind Montreal and has four games 
in hand. 

Carolina Hurricanes 4, Florida Panthers 2: The Hurricanes 
moved two points ahead of the Panthers into sole 
possession of first in the Central Division. Sebastian Aho 
scored two shorthanded goals for Carolina, which went 1-for-
3 on the power play and 8-for-9 on the penalty kill on its way 
to improving to 6-0-1 against Florida this season.  

Tampa Bay Lightning 3, Columbus Blue Jackets 1: Blake 
Coleman scored twice and Ondrej Palat broke a 1-1 tie 8:14 
into the third period for Tampa Bay, which climbed within one 
point of Florida for second in the Central and remained three 
points behind Carolina for first. Columbus has lost five 
straight and was eliminated from playoff contention. 

Detroit Red Wings 7, Dallas Stars 3: Jakub Vrana scored an 
NHL career-high four goals for Detroit, which ended Dallas' 
eight-game point streak (6-0-2). The Stars remained fifth in 
the Central, two points behind the idle Predators for fourth. 
The Red Wings are 11 points behind the Predators. 

IF PLAYOFFS STARTED FRIDAY  

Here is a look at the matchups for the first round as they 
stand entering games Friday: 

North Division  

1. Toronto Maple Leafs vs. 4. Montreal Canadiens 
2. Winnipeg Jets vs. 3. Edmonton Oilers  

East Division  

1. Washington Capitals vs. 4. Boston Bruins  
2. Pittsburgh Penguins vs. 3. New York Islanders 

Central Division   

1. Carolina Hurricanes vs. 4. Nashville Predators   
2. Florida Panthers vs. 3. Tampa Bay Lightning 

West Division   

1. Vegas Golden Knights vs. 4. Arizona Coyotes  
2. Colorado Avalanche vs. 3. Minnesota Wild
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Aho has 2 short-handed goals, Hurricanes beat Panthers 4-2 

By Paul Gereffi 

SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — Sebastian Aho scored two short-
handed goals and the Carolina Hurricanes beat the Florida 
Panthers 4-2 on Thursday night.  

Nino Niederreiter and Jordan Martinook also scored, Alex 
Nedeljkovic made 30 saves, and Martin Necas had three 
assists. The Hurricanes have won six consecutive games 
against the Panthers this season.  

Aleksander Barkov scored twice for Florida, and Sergei 
Bobrovsky stopped 25 shots. The Panthers lost for the first 
time at home in eight games. 

The teams will finish the two-game set Saturday.  

Trailing 3-2, the Panthers were on a 6-on-4 power play in the 
final minute, but Aho’s empty-net goal made it 4-2 with 15.2 
left.  

Barkov’s second goal came during a 5-on-3 power play. 
Barkov’s shot from the slot beat Nedeljkovic with 7:58 left in 
the third to cut it to 3-2.  

Aho scored his first short-handed goal to stretch the 
Hurricanes’ lead to 3-1. The Panthers turned the puck over 

at their blue line and Carolina got behind the defense and 
took advantage of a two-on-none, passing back and forth 
between Necas and Aho as the skated in. Aho put the puck 
into an open net with 1:52 left in the second. 

Niederreiter’s power-play goal gave the Hurricanes a 2-1 
lead with 8:51 left in the second. 

Barkov gave the Panthers a 1-0 lead when his shot from the 
right circle bounced off the post and crossed the goal line at 
6:22 of the first. 

Martinook tied it 14 seconds into the second when he poked 
in a rebound from in front that bounced off the skate of a 
defenseman and into the net.  

MILESTONE 

Florida’s Keith Yandle played his 914th consecutive NHL 
game, tying Garry Unger for second-most consecutive NHL 
history. 

ATTENDANCE 

The Panthers cap attendance at 25% of capacity. 4,683 were 
at Thursday’s game. 
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Hurricanes overcome barrage of penalties, beat the Panthers to stay in first place 

Despite going shorthanded nine times, the Hurricanes beat 
the Panthers 4-2 to remain in first place in the Central 
Division. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes continued their Florida road trip on 
Thursday night, kicking off a two-game set against the 
Florida Panthers. 

Entering the game, the Hurricanes simply had the Panthers’ 
number, sporting a 5-0-1 record in what had been a hectic, 
closely fought six-game battle between the clubs in the 2021 
season. 

Their seventh head-to-head matchup followed the same 
dramatic script. 

A very disjointed first period from both teams led to a litany of 
penalties, starting with an early hooking penalty on Nino 
Niederreiter that was quickly followed up by a fight between 
Jordan Martinook and Ryan Lomberg after a minor collision 
between the two at the Florida blue line. 

Less than two minutes after the fight, Aleksander Barkov 
went to the box for tripping. Three minutes after that penalty 
expired, the Hurricanes took a bench minor for too many 
men on the ice. Less than three minutes after that, Sam 
Bennett got whistled for interfering with Martinook. 36 
seconds after that penalty expired, Warren Foegele boarded 
Bennett. 

Somewhere in there, Barkov scored the game’s first goal on 
a chip shot that deflected off of Jake Gardiner and over a 
sprawled-out Alex Nedeljkovic. 

There were five power plays in the first period - three for the 
Cats, two for the Canes. 

The second period had a much better pace, and that led to 
the Hurricanes finding their game in short order. 

Just 14 seconds into the period, Jordan Staal powered the 
puck to the front of the net, and Martinook was there to 
stretch out and get his stick in position to flip it up and into 
the far side of the Florida net to tie the game. 

The Hurricanes kept the pressure on the Panthers as the 
second period progressed, eventually forcing Florida into 
penalty trouble at 9:39 when Lomberg got whistled for 
slashing Brett Pesce. 

The second power-play unit came through and gave the 
Canes their first lead of the night. 

Niederreiter cashed in on the rebound from Pesce’s shot 
after some great puck movement from Jake Gardiner and 
Martin Necas. 

Pesce took a late second-period penalty, but it was the 
Canes who scored in the aftermath. Martin Necas forced a 
turnover at the Florida blue line and set up a 100-foot 2-on-0 
with Sebastian Aho. The dynamic duo passed the puck back 
and forth several times before putting poor Sergei Bobrovsky 
out of his misery and scoring their third goal of the period. 

A big blow was dealt to the Canes in that second period, 
though. Martinook took a hit from Radko Gudas along the 
boards, and the Canes alternate captain sustained what 
appeared to be a right knee injury. He did not return to the 
game. 

Then the third period happened. 

The Hurricanes had seven minor penalties in the third period. 
Seven. Andrei Svechnikov and Aho’s roughing penalties at 
9:52 were offset by matching minors on the Panthers, but the 
other five led to Florida power plays. 

Barkov scored his second goal of the game on a 5-on-3 with 
7:58 to go in the third period. After that goal, the Canes were 
penalized two more times after the ensuing 5-on-4 expired, 
but a dogged penalty kill and several unbelievable 
sequences from Alex Nedeljkovic kept the Cats at bay before 
Carolina salted the game away with a shorthanded, empty-
net goal with under a minute to go from Aho. 

Carolina had a season-high nine penalty kills, and it was 
successful on all but one of them.  

With the win, the Hurricanes improved to 6-0-1 on the 
season against the Panthers. They’ll also stay put atop the 
Central Division. They have a two-point lead on Florida with 
two games in hand. 

Aho finished the game with a pair of shorthanded goals, 
giving him 12 career shorties and putting him in second 
place on the franchise leaderboard in that category. Only 
Eric Staal has scored more shorthanded goals for the 
Hurricanes. 

Necas had a three-assist night. Two were while shorthanded. 

Nedeljkovic starred in the third period, shutting the door time 
and again on the Panthers. He made 32 saves on 34 shots, 
none more important than his sprawling stop on Jonathan 
Huberdeau in a 3-2 game in the third period.  

These two teams will play again in what will surely be 
another stressful affair on Saturday night. It will be their final 
of eight meetings in the regular season.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Aho, Necas, Niederreiter on Hurricanes’ win over the Panthers 

Rod Brind’Amour, Sebastian Aho, Martin Necas and Nino 
Niederreiter spoke to the media following a 4-2 win over the 
Florida Panthers.  

By Brett Finger and Andrew Schnittker 

The Hurricanes came up with another huge win Thursday 
night, beating Florida 4-2 to take over sole possession of first 
place in the Central Division. 

The Canes went 8 for 9 on the penalty kill, Martin Necas had 
three assists, Sebastian Aho had a goal and an assist and 
Nino Niederreiter scored on the power play. Niederreiter, 
Aho, Necas and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the media after 
the win, here’s a full breakdown of everything they had to 
say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the Canes’ effort: We just won a game. I’m thrilled. We 
played our butts off. We had to kill penalties. We had guys 
log 800 minutes, block shots and that’s how you’ve got to 
win. Why wouldn’t I be happy. I’m ecstatic. That was a great 
effort, great saves, everything. It was a gross hockey game, 
but that’s because we were in the box the whole night. But 
that was a great effort by a lot of guys tonight. 

On Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce playing half the game: It’s 
not how you want to do it, but those guys, they’re warriors. 
Both those guys. The minutes they logged, those are hard, 
heavy minutes. You’re on the penalty kill, that’s the hard 
work time of the game. Those guys were great tonight.  

On Aho and Necas: Skills, talent. You get their 
understanding of the penalty kill. They get it. They’re 
dynamic with the skill set they have and really the ability to 
skate. You can skate when there’s some open ice there, and 
then the talent takes over at times. Obviously that was a 
huge part of the game if not the whole game.  

On it being a gutsy win: It was pretty gutsy. I agree. We were 
kind of iffy at the start of the game, and then we got going. 
We weren’t giving up too much. Then obviously the trouble 
turned that game into what you just said. It had to be a gutsy 
win, and that’s what it was. 

On fighting and physicality: I’m not a big fan of the fighting, 
but when you get asked to do it, our guys are bouncing right 
in there. They don’t back down. I’d rather keep my guys on 
the ice, but they’re competitive. This whole group’s 
competitive. That’s why we’re in this position. 

On Jordan Martinook and hip checks: I saw him. He’s pretty 
sore, so I guess we’ll maybe know more tomorrow. I’m not 
really sure. It didn’t look good when I saw the video of the 
play. Hip checks, hits from behind, the game’s physical. It’s 
just unfortunate sometimes that guys get hurt.  

On Petr Mrazek: He tweaked something, and it was very 
minor, but you’re not about to put guys out there, especially 
the goalies, with minor stuff. We’ve got three of them, and 
[Alex Nedeljkovic] played unbelievable tonight. Hopefully 
we’ll know more tomorrow. He’s going to hopefully skate and 
then we’ll see.  

Sebastian Aho 

On winning games against the Florida teams: The way we’re 
looking at it, every game is huge and it’s the same two points 
available every night. Obviously the standings are tight in our 
division, so yeah. It’s a big win, for sure, for us. 

On losing Jordan Martinook: I didn’t even see how he went 
[down]. It was the whole game, too, there was a lot of 
penalties. It’s tough to get all four lines rolling, and missing 
one player doesn’t help it at all. So hopefully he’s fine. 

On his chemistry with Martin Necas: I think it’s just the way 
we think about the game. He’s a smart player. He’s fast. He 
thinks fast out there. I like that. We read pretty well off each 
other, which obviously helps a lot killing penalties. Obviously 
you see the 2-on-0, it’s not like you practice one of those. It 
just comes quick and he made a nice play. I’m happy I was 
able to score on that.  

On the 2 on 0 with Necas: I thought I had a breakaway, but 
he’s fast, he caught me. It was 2 on 0. It was kind of 
surprising, obviously. You don’t get many of those. That was 
kind of a funny moment. But I’m happy to be able to score on 
that.  

Martin Necas 

On all of the penalties throughout the game and how they 
managed to win despite them: There wasn’t much 5-on-5. 
Too many penalty kills today. We had some power play as 
well, Special teams won the game today. We scored on PK, 
one on power play. Special teams came up huge and that 
was the key for the game. Ned played an unbelievable 
game. 

On how he approached his long 2-on-0 chance: I remember 
since I was young, we practiced 2-on-0. They always said to 
go back and forth. The goalie has to move with the pass. 
Fortunately, he moved and [Aho] had an empty net. 

On how he has developed chemistry with Aho and their play 
together: We’re similar players. We think the game the same 
way. On the PK, we can read off each other really well. We 
just have to keep building on that and get better and better. 

On if wins against teams like the Panthers feel even bigger 
this time of year: Every win is huge, especially against top 
teams like Tampa and Florida. Feels like playoff games. It 
was a huge game. We have to build off of that. Maybe next 
game, we don’t take as many penalties because it’s pretty 
hard to defend those. 

Nino Niederreiter 

On how the Canes grinded through the penalties and won: 
The game wasn’t very good, but we found a way to win 
which is the key. Ned stood on his play. He made a terrific 
play to keep us in the lead and our PK was definitely terrific 
so it was a big win for us. 

On how special teams won them the game: 5-on-5 there 
wasn’t much going on. There were so many special teams 
sequences. We battled through that game and it wasn’t 
pretty, but we found a way. That’s what we can take out of 
this game. We took way too many penalties. I think we got 
under their skin a little bit, so it was a big win. 
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On how the physicality has been elevated over the last two 
games: At the end of the day, it’s up for first place. You can 
tell and you can feel it when it’s coming down the wire. 
Everybody wants to take first place and start at home. I think 
it’s key. Every game, especially against Tampa and Florida, 
it’s been a grind and they’ve been tough games, but there’s 
still a lot of games left to get that first seed and we’ll do 
whatever we can do to get there. 

On if it felt like a playoff game: Yeah, it was very physical 
and a lot of trash talk going on. You can tell we’re starting not 
to like each other and we don’t want to face each other in the 
first round, but at the end of the day you have to take 
whoever comes first. We have to make sure that we get that 
first seed.

 

    

 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article250815049.html 
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Hurricanes surge in second period, beat Florida Panthers 4-2 in key 
Central matchup 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour called it a gutsy win, and no 
one could argue with him. 

The Canes beat the Florida Panthers 4-2 Thursday, overcoming a host of 
penalties and an injury to forward Jordan Martinook to take a two-point 
lead in the Central Division. 

The Panthers came into the game, the seventh in the season series, with 
just one overtime win over the Hurricanes and had a “enough-is-enough” 
look. Panthers forward Ryan Lomberg dropped the gloves early to fight 
Cedric Paquette, and Aleksander Barkov scored the first of his two goals 
for a first-period lead to further liven up the BB&T Center. 

But the Canes weathered it all. They denied the Panthers on eight of 
their nine power plays, allowing only a 5-on-3 goal by Barkov in the third. 

The Hurricanes’ Nino Niederreiter scored on the power play and 
Sebastian Aho had two shorthanded goals as the Canes had the upper 
hand on special teams. 

Aho’s first came on a pretty play, Martin Necas stealing the puck and the 
two having some passing fun on a two-on-none rush before Aho buried 
the shot. His second, his 20th goal of the season, came after the 
Panthers pulled Sergei Bobrovsky for an extra attacker on a late power 
play. 

“We found a way to win,” Niederreiter said. “Five on five there wasn’t 
much going on. We battled through that game and it wasn’t pretty. We 
took way too many penalties, but we got under their skin a little bit. It was 
definitely a big win.” 

The Canes (31-10-5) and Panthers (30-13-5) were tied with 65 points, 
although the Canes had two games-in-hand and a better winning 
percentage. The Canes now lead the Panthers by two points and Tampa 
Bay by three. 

“We’re after first place and you can tell, you can feel it,” Niederreiter said. 
“We’re coming down to the wire and everyone wants to take that first 
place to make sure you start (the playoffs) at home.” 

One major concern for the Canes was losing Martinook in the second 
period. Martinook, who scored the Canes’ first goal 14 seconds into what 
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would be a three-goal second, took a hip check from Radko Gudas along 
the boards and left the ice in pain, unable to put weight on his right leg. 

The Canes lost defenseman Brady Skjei to a concussion in Tuesday’s 4-
1 win at Tampa Bay. Now, another player down. 

“It was pretty gutsy, yep, I agree,” Brind’Amour said. “We were kind of iffy 
at the start of the game. We got going and weren’t really giving up too 
much and then the penalty trouble turned that game into what had to be 
a gutsy win. That’s what it was.” 

Leading 3-1 in the the third, the Canes hunkered down around goalie 
Alex Nedeljkovic, who faced 19 shots in the third and finished with 32 
saves. Barkov scored with 7:58 left in regulation on the 5-on-3 but the 
Canes killed off the second penalty and then later calls against Jordan 
Staal and Vincent Trocheck. 

Trocheck was called for hooking with 1:42 left in regulation, but the 
Panthers could not tie it and Aho closed it out with his 12th career 
shorthanded goal. 

The eighth and final game in the regular-season series is Saturday at 
BB&T Center. The Panthers had a seven-game win streak at home end 
Thursday. 

“Every game has been a disappointing loss and frustrating in some 
ways,” Panthers coach Joel Quenneville said. “You’ve got to play a 
perfect game against them. There’s no time, no space. Every shift is 
magnified in its importance knowing you don’’t have the time to do 
anything. They check hard and they check well.” 

(Earlier updates) 

SECOND PERIOD: CANES SURGE AHEAD 

The Canes needed 14 seconds in the second period to tie the score on a 
Jordan Martinook goal, took the lead on Nino Niederreiter’s power-play 
score and added to it as Sebastian Aho scored shorthanded. 

Martinook, open in the slot, took a pass from Jordan Staal from behind 
the net and beat Sergei Bobrovsky for his fourth goal of the season and 
his second in two games. 

Niederreiter’s 17th of the season came off a rebound on a power play at 
11:09 of the second. Brett Pesce, who had the shot, picked up his 19th 
assist of the season and Martin Necas his 24th. 

Niederreiter, who had a goal and assist Tuesday against Tampa Bay, 
picked up his 30th point of the season. That’s topped his total of 29 
points last season in 67 games. 

Aho scored at 18:08 after Necas made a steal on the penalty kill near the 
blue line. Aho and Necas played a little two-man game with the puck 
before Aho knocked it in for his 19th of the season and a 3-1 lead. 

One big concern for the Canes: Martinook left the game after taking a hip 
check from Radko Gudas along the boards with 4:37 left in the period. 
Martinook was in pain and could not put weight on his right leg as he left 
the ice. 

FIRST PERIOD: ONE GOAL, ONE FIGHT 

The game was barely six minutes old and there already had been a goal 
scored and a fight held as the Panthers took a 1-0 lead after the first 
period. 

Aleksander Barkov of the Panthers scored the goal, his 20th of the 
season. Barkov scored after a scramble in front of the Canes net and 
goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, who stopped a couple of shots before the score. 

The Barkov goal, at 6:22 of the first, came a little more than a minute 
after the Panthers’ Ryan Lomberg and the Canes’ Cedric Paquette 
dropped the gloves and started throwing hands. 

There were five power plays in a tightly called first period, three for the 
Panthers, but all five penalties were killed off. The Canes’ best scoring 

chance in the period came shorthanded when Sebastian Aho got off a 
shot from the slot that forced Sergei Bobrovsky into a tough save. 

The fighting major for Paquette was the Canes’ third in the past three 
games. The last time the Canes had three in a row was in April 2013, 
when they had fighting majors in four straight games. 
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Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei in concussion protocol. How long 
will he be out? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei remains in the concussion 
protocol, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday. 

Skjei, injured Tuesday against Tampa Bay, will be sidelined indefinitely. 
The Canes play the Florida Panthers on Thursday in the first of two 
games between the two Central Division leaders. 

Brind’Amour said Skjei likely will be replaced in the lineup Thursday by 
Joakim Ryan, who has 141 games of NHL experience but is in his first 
season with the Canes and has not been in a game. 

Skjei was hit from behind by Tampa Bay’s Blake Coleman late in the first 
period of the Canes’ 4-1 victory at Amalie Arena. He played one more 
shift before leaving the game and was placed in the concussion protocol. 

Brind’Amour said after the game he did not like the hit by Coleman, who 
was not penalized on the play. 

Skjei has spent much of the season playing with Brett Pesce on the 
Canes’ second defensive pairing. In 45 games, he has two goals and six 
assists and a plus-6 plus/minus rating. 

The Canes have played much of the season without forward Teuvo 
Teravainen, who has dealt with COVID and then concussion issues. 
Teravainen, who suffered a concussion Feb. 19 against Chicago, skated 
with the team again Thursday morning but will not play in Thursday’s 
game, Brind’Amour said. 

Brind’Amour said Alex Nedeljkovic will be the starting goalie Thursday as 
the Canes (30-10-5) play their seventh game of the season against the 
Panthers (30-12-5). Nedeljkovic, the winner in Tuesday’s game, will be 
making consecutive starts for the second time this season. 

News Observer LOADED: 04.23.2021 

1210156 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Five takeaways from the Hurricanes’ season series vs. the Lightning: 
Play Nedeljkovic, Canes’ kryptonite, more 

 

By Sara Civian Apr 22, 2021  

 

The Central Division is scary, man, and that realization came at me 
recently from multiple angles. One was waking up after the Canes and 
the Lightning split their regular-season series, 4-4 in the record books 
and just about as evenly in our hearts. You should read esteemed 
colleague Joe Smith’s analysis of Central Division playoff matchups right 
now. 

The other was going on Panthers website writer Jameson Olive’s 
podcast: Territory Talk. He asked me where the Canes have an 
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advantage over the Panthers, and I didn’t really have one specific 
answer. Vincent Trocheck? That’s mean. Five-on-five, power play, 
penalty kill? It was so funny to realize that when you’re comparing two 
good teams this season, the end result of any given game is more 
random than ever. 

The Canes, Lightning and Panthers are all pretty much equally scary. 

That’s not to say we’ve learned nothing other than that each game’s a 
coin flip from the regular-season series between the Hurricanes and 
Lightning. Here’s a look back, beginning with five takeaways: 

Goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic needs to be taken seriously 

It isn’t just a cliche that captain Jordan Staal leads by example 

You gotta show up in the first period 

This team can actually respond to adversity 

Brady Skjei has some thicc lungs 

Jan. 28, 1-0 Hurricanes (OT): The Hurricanes returned from their COVID-
19 protocol shutdown to beat the Lightning 1-0 in overtime. Petr Mrazek 
made 32 saves, and Martin Necas’ game-winner was also his first goal of 
the season, coming just after he posted the now-iconic “Patiently waiting” 
selfie on Instagram. In retrospect, this could’ve been the game where 
Necas truly earned Rod Brind’Amour’s trust. His 19:37 of playing time 
was a career-high, and he played in every situation — then he went on to 
score the overtime winner. Necas’ emergence as a multi-dimensional 
player has been huge in Teuvo Teravainen’s absence and for the team 
overall. This game was also a hint that Staal was about to embark on a 
magical season, with a beautiful assist on Necas’ goal in his return from 
COVID-19 protocol. The Canes were missing five NHL regulars and had 
just exited a 10-day teamwide quarantine. It’s not like this one-goal, 
overtime win early in the season made them the undisputed best team in 
the history of hockey, but it was our first glimpse of a resilient personality 
that stuck with this team all season. 

Feb. 20, 4-0 Hurricanes: Where were you when Nedeljkovic posted his 
first career shutout against the defending champs? This was one of those 
games that showed exactly what the Hurricanes are capable of when 
they are ~playing their game.~ Nedeljkovic stepped up when he needed 
to, but he rarely needed to because the defense in front of him was so 
strong. A multi-point game from Sebastian Aho and goals from Trocheck 
and Cedric Paquette perfectly dispersed the scoring and won the 
matchup game. You aren’t going to do that every night, but the 
Hurricanes knowing they’re capable of it will be a mental boost for a 
young core come playoffs. 

Feb. 22, 4-2 Lightning: The Lightning were obviously coming in hot after 
two straight losses to the Canes. Rough starts have proved the 
Hurricanes’ biggest kryptonite this season, and although they were 
winning at the end of the first, the lack of discipline would catch up to 
them in the third. Jesper Fast scored the only two goals, aka your best 
players weren’t your best players. James Reimer was in net, and 
Teravainen was still out with an upper-body injury. 

Feb. 24, 3-0 Lightning: This time the Canes were shut out by the 
Lightning and held without a goal for the first time all season. It really 
drove home the rough-start-kryptonite narrative. It’s funny to see how 
things unfold when you’re looking back on them, and the team’s eventual 
response to Staal’s postgame comments shows how much they respect 
him. “Our starts are what’s been killing us,” he said. “It’s hard to come 
back in this league, especially against one of the best. You can’t put 
yourself in too big of a hole. I thought we did get some chances toward 
the second and third and started creating some plays, but it’s too little, 
too late sometimes. We have to have a better start and be ready on 
time.” The defense was uncharacteristically bad, Andrei Vasilevskiy was 
characteristically good, and that’s basically all there was to it. 

Feb. 25, 3-1 Lightning: Despite the loss, the Canes played way harder 
and smarter than they had been leading into this one — and Brett Pesce 
opened up scoring in the first. Reimer saved 19 of 21 shots on goal, and 

it was one of those games you can’t blame the goalie but wish he could 
have held on in the third period. If you hadn’t already, you probably came 
around to keeping Nedeljkovic in the rotation after this game. 

March 27, 4-3 Canes: The Canes were back in the win column a month 
later thanks to a four-point night from Necas that finally made me write 
this. He willed this team to a win, and the realization that multiple players 
on this team have the ability to do that on any given night made you think 
that maybe insane skill can sometimes — sometimes — outpower a few 
mistakes. 

April 19, 3-2 Lightning (OT): These teams were sick and tired of each 
other — and probably playing 1,000 hockey games in four days — at this 
point, and here’s where the series starts giving off extreme playoff vibes. 
We got a mixed bag in this one. We got the return of the artist formerly 
known as Power Play Svech, we got a clean-by-the-rules-but-still-
doesn’t-totally-sit-right-and-please-don’t-touch-the-art hit to Necas, we 
got Tripp Tracy knowing about and talking about Skjei’s lung capacity, 
and most of all we got a fire back that has been impossible to maintain. 
This season is exhausting and has drawn out existential dread among 
fans, media and, yes, players even if they aren’t allowed to admit it. This 
game snapped us all back again, and I’m thankful for it. It was interesting 
to me that Brind’Amour didn’t love the Hurricanes’ overall performance. I 
thought it was good, lol, but I also think a lot about things coaches and 
players need to tell themselves and each other to stay motivated, 
especially when they have to turn around and do it all again less than 24 
hours later. I can’t stop thinking about what Trocheck told me a few 
weeks ago when I asked him his opinion on Brind’Amour: “I feel like I 
compliment him so often in the media, but he’s just been incredible. I 
can’t say enough great things about Roddy. He’s been awesome to play 
for,” he responded. “He’s been one of my favorite coaches to play for, 
ever. He’s a great player’s coach. He makes sure we’re all prepared 
every night. Even just coming into the locker room before the game and 
giving his pregame speeches. It seems like every night he has something 
new to fire us up. Every game, it’s like, how does he keep doing this, he 
makes me want to run through a brick wall. I think it’s important every 
season, especially in the big games that really count, like tonight and in 
the playoffs. Every season, having a coach who cares that much is 
important.” If we’re all pawns in the preparation game, then so be it. 

April 20, 4-1 Canes: Yeah, Brind’Amour knowing exactly what to say to 
players to get them going in any circumstance couldn’t be more apparent 
than this: a 4-1 bounce-back win after the team played well enough the 
night before. That’s the definition of the “Digging in” Tracy talks about. It 
also might’ve been the first manifestation of what Staal actually means to 
these guys. We’ve heard all about it, we’ve forced Sidney Crosby and 
Justin Williams to describe it in three words, we care about the faceoffs. 
But the Staal-Yanni Gourde incident of 2021 somehow captured all the 
facets of Staal in, like, five seconds. 

WHEN LITTLE BROTHER IS MAD AT BIG BROTHER THEN 
COMPLAINS TO MOM WHEN HE LOSES 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/SLNGRRNATX 

— CAROLINA HURRICANES (@CANES) APRIL 21, 2021 

LOL PIC.TWITTER.COM/X33DJWFUXD 

— BRIAN (@BSHAWESOME) APRIL 21, 2021 

Steven Lorentz: “That’s exactly what a captain does, right there — that’s 
textbook. Jordo, he’s a guy that just leads by example. He’s not the most 
talkative guy, but he could’ve turned around maybe punched him in the 
head after taking three or four cross-checks like that, but he kept his cool, 
he let Gourde kind of hang off of him and give him those shots. Then the 
puck went up to the point and he just stood his ground, did his job and 
took the puck in. It honestly got such a loud reaction from the bench … 
when your captain is doing stuff like that, it just makes you want to go out 
and do it yourself on the next shift.” 
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In their ‘biggest game of the year,’ Panthers fall flat. They still can’t beat 
Carolina 

 

BY DAVID WILSON APRIL 22, 2021 10:41 AM,  

 

Aleksander Barkov sat down at the lectern after the Florida Panthers’ 
latest 4-2 loss to the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday and was ready to 
answer questions as if it was a script he’d been studying. 

Why can’t you beat the Hurricanes? What makes their penalty kill so 
good? Are you frustrated? 

“Coming here,” star center Aleksander Barkov said, “I felt like it’d 
probably be the same questions as like seven other games.” 

The story was the same as it has been over and over again when the 
Panthers face Carolina this season. This time, it was taken to an 
extreme. 

The Panthers (30-13-5) went 1 for 9 on the power play, gave up a pair of 
shorthanded goals and let a chance to beat their rival slip away when 
they gave up three straight goals in the second period. Florida has now 
lost 6 of 7 to Carolina — including six straight — and is 3 of 37 on the 
power play against the Hurricanes (31-10-5) this year. 

On Tuesday, coach Joel Quenneville called it “our biggest game of the 
year” and his Panthers fell flat with a chance to take sole possession of 
first place in the Central Division. 

Carolina now leads Florida by two points after breaking a tie for first and 
the Hurricanes have still played two fewer games than the Panthers, 
giving them a substantial lead in points percentage. Florida still holds a 
one-point lead on the third-place Tampa Bay Lightning, but the Lightning 
has also played one fewer game than the Panthers. 

With eight games left in the 2020-21 NHL season, Florida is running out 
of time to make up ground and now faces a near must-win situation 
Saturday when it wraps up this two-game series in Sunrise. 

“We’d like to win in regulation,” Quenneville said, “so there’s still a 
chance on the other end of it.” 

Playoff-type games have been few and far between for the Panthers in 
the last five years, and they expected Thursday to feel like one. They 
geared up for it in the days prior, resting right wing Patric Hornqvist on 
Tuesday and making sure defenseman MacKenzie Weegar would be 
back after he missed two games earlier in the week with an upper-body 
injury, and they started their physical third-line to try to set the tone in 
South Florida. 

Left wing Ryan Lomberg fought with forward Cedric Paquette less than 
six minutes in. Versatile forward Sam Bennett tried to fight with Jordan 
Martinook eight minutes later after the Hurricane boarded him. On the 
ensuing power play, winger Anthony Duclair was looking for anyone to 
fight with after Carolina roughed him up while he tried to enter the zone. 

“Absolutely, it had that feel from puck drop to the final buzzer,” Lomberg 
said. “We knew it was going to be an intense game.” 

The final totals for the first period: seven penalties — five minors and two 
fighting majors — and five unsuccessful power plays. The Panthers went 
0 for 3 and the Hurricanes went 0 for 2. They combined for only two 
shots with the extra man. Florida led 1-0 on a goal by Barkov to end a 
three-shot flurry, but otherwise Carolina held the Panthers to just three 
shots in the period and piled up nine. The Hurricanes generated nearly 
as many shorthanded scoring chances as Florida did in the entire 
opening period. 

In the second period, the possession numbers — and special-teams 
futility — caught up to the Panthers, and Carolina erased their lead and 
swung the the game with three unanswered goals. 

The Hurricanes tied the game at 1-1 on a goal by Martinook just 14 
seconds into the period. Carolina’s persistent forecheck forced 
goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky into a giveaway when Lomberg was caught 
out of position on a clearing attempt and the versatile Hurricanes forward 
finished a one-timer from Carolina center Jordan Staal, who was set up 
behind the net. 

Nearly 11 minutes later, Carolina took the lead for good when it finally 
broke through on a power play. After the Panthers held the Hurricanes to 
just one shot on Carolina’s first two power plays, the Hurricanes finally 
put another on net on their third chance and Carolina winger Nino 
Niederreiter pounced on the rebound to put the Hurricanes ahead 2-1 
with 9:51 left in the second. 

Florida’s power-play breakthrough only came when it got a 5-on-3 
chance and Barkov capitalized for his second goal with 7:58 left. In 
normal 5-on-4 power-play action, the Panthers managed only nine shots 
and they often couldn’t even get set up in the offensive zone, unable to 
beat the Hurricanes’ neutral-zone trap. 

“It’s frustrating,” Barkov said, “when you don’t even get in the zone.” 

They finished the game on a power play, too. Carolina picked up another 
penalty with 1:42 left and Florida sent Bobrovsky to the bench to set up a 
6-on-4. Instead, the Panthers gave up a short-handed, empty-net goal. 

Hurricanes goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic stopped 27 of the 29 shots he 
faced and outdueled Bobrovsky, who saved 30 of the 33 shots he saw. 

When Florida retreated to the dressing room after another frustrating 
loss, the Panthers took a moment to reflect. It has not been a season for 
team meetings and Barkov didn’t term this as one, either. 

Everyone knows the questions, but can they find the answers? 

“We just said a couple things,” the captain said. “We’re at a good spot in 
the standings, but we know Carolina has been beating us this season 
and we’ve just got to find a way to win these games.” 
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Panthers absorb crucial home loss to Central-leading Hurricanes despite 
Barkov’s two goals 

 

By PAUL GEREFFI ASSOCIATED PRESS |APR 22, 2021 AT 10:08 PM 

 

Sebastian Aho scored two short-handed goals and the Carolina 
Hurricanes beat the Florida Panthers 4-2 on Thursday night. 

The Hurricanes, with 67 points, opened a two-point lead on Florida for 
the Central Division lead. The Tampa Bay Lightning are tied with the 
Panthers for second in the division. 

Nino Niederreiter and Jordan Martinook also scored, Alex Nedeljkovic 
made 30 saves, and Martin Necas had three assists. The Hurricanes 
have won six consecutive games against the Panthers this season. 

Aleksander Barkov scored twice for Florida, and Sergei Bobrovsky 
stopped 25 shots as the Panthers lost for the first time at home in eight 
games. 

The teams will finish the two-game set Saturday. 

Trailing 3-2, the Panthers were on a 6-on-4 power play in the final 
minute, but Aho’s empty-net goal made it 4-2 with 15.2 left. 
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The Panthers were 1-for-9 on the power-play. 

“It was a tough night for our power play,” coach Joel Quenneville said. 
“They [Carolina] are good at it. We have to be better and more resilient to 
be effective at it. You’ve got to play a perfect game against them.” 

Barkov’s second goal came during a 5-on-3 power play. Barkov’s shot 
from the slot beat Nedeljkovic with 7:58 left in the third to cut it to 3-2. 

“Coming here, I had the same questions as the other (six) games, same 
type of games almost all of them, same type of finish,” Barkov said. 
“They end the same way. A tight game and they find a way to win those 
games.” 

Aho scored his first short-handed goal to stretch the Hurricanes’ lead to 
3-1. The Panthers turned the puck over at their blue line and Carolina got 
behind the defense and took advantage of a two-on-none, passing back 
and forth between Necas and Aho as the skated in. Aho put the puck into 
an open net with 1:52 left in the second. 

Niederreiter’s power-play goal gave the Hurricanes a 2-1 lead with 8:51 
left in the second. 

Barkov gave the Panthers a 1-0 lead when his shot from the right circle 
bounced off the post and crossed the goal line at 6:22 of the first. 

Martinook tied it 14 seconds into the second when he poked in a rebound 
from in front that bounced off the skate of a defenseman and into the net. 

MILESTONE 

Florida’s Keith Yandle played his 914th consecutive NHL game, tying 
Garry Unger for second-most consecutive NHL history. 
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Duhatschek: Q&A with Panthers coach Joel Quenneville on their 
success, Aaron Ekblad’s injury and Pickleball 

 

By Eric Duhatschek Apr 22, 2021  

 

In the spring of 1996, Joel Quenneville had a front row seat to what was 
unquestionably the greatest moment in Florida Panthers history. 
Quenneville was an assistant coach with the Colorado Avalanche, a 
young powerhouse that had relocated to Denver from Quebec just the 
previous year and was playing Florida in the Stanley Cup Final. 

Florida was, relatively speaking, an expansion newbie. 

Long before the Vegas Golden Knights came along, the Panthers were a 
rare NHL expansion success story, qualifying for the Stanley Cup Final in 
just their third season. Games in the Miami Arena, the Panthers’ original 
home, were packed. Plastic rats rained down from the stands whenever 
they scored a goal, a curious and short-lived phenomenon that began 
early in the season after goaltender John Vanbiesbrouck noted, in a win 
over Calgary, that his teammate Scott Mellanby had managed a “rat trick” 
in the game. 

Mellanby had scored two goals in the victory and had also killed a rat that 
had entered the team’s dressing room, by flicking it against the wall with 
his stick. Soon, creative fans made it a thing — littering the ice with 
plastic rats as a homage whenever a Panthers goal was scored. 
Eventually, the NHL passed a rule, banning the practice, because it was 
taking so long to clear the ice after goals – instituting a penalty against 
the home team, whenever a delay like that occurred. 

But it was the height of hockey’s popularity in South Florida, the 
excitement levels palpable, even if they didn’t last. Colorado swept the 
Panthers. Quenneville got his name on the Stanley Cup for the first time 

and the deciding game — June 10 at Florida — was epic, finishing 1-0 
for Colorado on a triple-overtime goal by Uwe Krupp. 

Remarkably, that breakout season — 25 years ago now — was the last 
time the Panthers ever won a playoff series. With a few short bursts of 
relevance, they have been mostly an NHL afterthought during the last 
quarter century. 

Or until this year. 

Quenneville, now at the helm of the Panthers after guiding the 
Blackhawks to three Stanley Cups in a six-year span between 2010 and 
2015, has Florida in the thick of the race for the top spot in the NHL’s 
Central Division. It’s a three-way battle among the defending Stanley Cup 
champions, the Lightning, Hurricanes and Panthers, all of whom are 
playing above .700 for the season. 

With 954 career victories as of Tuesday, Quenneville is second on the 
all-time career coaching wins list behind Hall of Famer Scotty Bowman 
(1,244). Now in his second year with the Panthers, Quenneville is 
overseeing one of the NHL’s most surprising turnaround seasons. Florida 
went into the season as a long shot to even make the playoffs. Now, 
that’s just days away from actually occurring. 

Quenneville is a candidate for the Jack Adams Trophy as the NHL’s 
coach of the year, overseeing this turnaround in a year of significant 
roster change, under the direction of first-year NHL general manager Bill 
Zito. Consider this: As of Tuesday, the Panthers have received 159 
scoring points from players new to their lineup this season, miles ahead 
of Chicago (93), Montreal (89) and Minnesota (88). The newest 
additions, at the trade deadline, included Sam Bennett from Calgary and 
Brandon Montour from Buffalo and they too have had an immediate, 
effective impact. 

In a year with so many complications and distractions, the ability to 
weave together a cohesive whole from all of Florida’s new parts may 
make Quenneville the Adams Trophy favorite as the NHL’s enters the 
home stretch. 

Recently, The Athletic caught up with Quenneville to discuss what’s gone 
right for the Panthers this season and what still needs to be done to 
solidify the gains that they’ve made. 

I will get to the present shortly, but let’s begin with the past because I’m 
not sure if everyone remembers how you were there, in the building, 
celebrating the Stanley Cup back when the Panthers were relatively new 
to the NHL with a fan base that could get excited about hockey if the 
results on the ice were there. What do you remember, as an opposing 
assistant coach, from that unexpected Panther run in 1996? 

First off, it’s an amazing situation that since that time, the organization 
hasn’t won a playoff round. I wasn’t sure about that when I first arrived. 
That year, in the finals, they were almost still an expansion team. That’s 
how everybody viewed them. 

They had some experienced guys, they had John Vanbiesbrouck in net. I 
remember the triple-overtime game to win it, and I remember they didn’t 
get a chance to throw any rats on the ice in that final game which was 
really memorable. 

When the opportunity to coach the Panthers first came up, what did you 
think were the steps that needed to be taken to get interest back to those 
early levels? 

The good news is, we had a lot of good pieces to work with. With Barkie 
(Aleksander Barkov), Hubie (Jonathan Huberdeau) and Ek (Aaron 
Ekblad), they had some guys that were all at the same point in their 
development that they just needed to get to the next level and play 
meaningful games and see what it took to win and come together as a 
team and have fun in that environment. It’s a great place to play and a 
fun city to be in, whether you live in Lauderdale or Boca or Parkland. This 
time of year, it’s beautiful. And there are a lot of passionate fans here, 
and a lot of Canadians living in the area. But I think you’ve got to win in 
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the playoffs — that’s what it takes to pack the place. The crowds, back in 
the day, and the vibe around the team, were unbelievable. 

You could feel it, just coming into town, in that playoff series, even 
though we were playing down in Miami. You felt it. You sensed it — that 
Florida’s a great place to play. Nowadays, when you come to Tampa, 
they’ve done an amazing job with that team and it’s an impossible ticket 
to get. Even though their football team won it this year, they still love their 
Lightning. So that’s good for Florida hockey. 

There are more rinks coming around. We were one of the first to have 
fans — and I think that’s really helped us. When you go to a building that 
doesn’t have fans, you really sense the difference in the game. We still 
have a lot to prove. We really haven’t proved anything yet. But that’s the 
goal — to find a way into the playoffs and to play meaningful games. 
That’s where we’re trying to get to. 

Last summer, in a conversation with Patrick Sharp about the last time the 
NHL entered a shortened season — 2012-13, back when you were 
coaching the Blackhawks — we discussed how your Chicago team had 
an unbelievable, almost historic start, 21-0-3. Essentially, your club went 
the full, first half of a 48-game season, without a regulation loss. I 
wondered if whatever formula you had in place that year in Chicago, you 
might implement again this year with the Panthers. Because, clearly, this 
year, with no exhibition games and a much shorter training camp, there 
would be pressure on teams to get off to quick starts — and you 
managed that, even though there were an awful lot of new faces to 
integrate. What was the secret? 

One thing we tried to say was: The start of the season sets up 
everything. And getting into the playoffs is where we have to be this year. 
We had some new guys come in – like Patric Hornqvist and Carter 
Verhaeghe — from different organizations that know what it takes to win. 
They had an instant influence on our guys. Barkov got off to a great start. 
Ekblad went to a new level as a defenseman. There were all kinds of 
good stories. We wanted to play a strong, simple game, and utilize our 
speed and quickness. We tried to say: We’ll go on the ice as little as 
possible as far as practicing goes. When we do go, we go very short and 
we go with a purpose. Otherwise, it’s a day off the ice. This season, with 
this schedule, there are a lot of demands. 

Is that roll-with-the-punches attitude you’re describing critical to success 
in a year such as this one, where — let’s face it — it’s easy to get 
overwhelmed by how much the COVID-19 pandemic casts a shadow 
over practically everything you do on the ice, and off the ice as well? 

Even a day off this season is not a day off because you’ve got to come in 
and get tested (for COVID-19) and a lot of guys are traveling an hour 
there and back just to get tested. So yes, there are some things you have 
to deal with. The goaltending’s been better. Our top guys have been very 
good. I can’t say enough about Barkie’s line it’s been tremendous. 

As far as me, I just let the guys play. We try to keep it as a fun 
environment. Bill (Zito, the GM) has been good. The culture had some 
adjustments needed and he’s done some good things, with personnel 
and depth. The one thing that’s been good is, we’ve integrated our taxi 
squad as part of the team, and everybody’s got a chance to play a game 
or two or three. So, they haven’t felt isolated at all and some of those 
guys have brought great enthusiasm to the team. We know it can be 
damaging if the attitude’s not great. That’s been a positive thing going 
forward as well. 

For a long time, people in the industry have described Barkov as maybe 
the most underrated player in the game. From the outside, he looks like 
he has a bit of Jonathan Toews in him, in the sense that both annually 
seem to be in the Selke Trophy conversation because of their 
commitment to playing at both ends of the ice and each guy can help a 
team win in so many different ways. 

Barkov and Toews, they’re different in their own ways. They’re both 
quiet, though Johnny’s probably way more outgoing and you can read 
where he’s at mentally and physically by the importance of the game. 
Barkie is an even-keel kind of guy. He doesn’t say a lot. Last year, he 

had an ordinary year. This year, he’s playing as good as anybody. If you 
look at his stats — plus-minus, scoring chances for and against — I think 
he’s leading the league by a big margin. His line is always outplaying the 
opponent. Verhaeghe has been helpful in that year, but Barkie’s been 
amazing, especially since he’s the guy that’s getting all the attention. It’s 
pretty neat to see. 

Just from watching your team play, the one player who probably doesn’t 
get the notoriety and thus could be described as actually underrated is 
Huberdeau who, once again, is putting up scoring numbers that would 
make you think he’s graduated into the elite-player category in the NHL. 
He and Barkov don’t play a lot together five-on-five. 

They get a little bit of time together. It’s kind of like I did with Toews and 
(Patrick) Kane. It’s nice to keep them apart because it gives a little more 
balance to your lineup, but you put them together when you need to. 
Huberdeau is an elite possession player. His play recognition, his 
strength on the puck, his awareness, I mean, he could score a million 
goals if he shot more. But he likes to make plays and he’s constantly 
making amazing plays. He helps our power play. He makes it go. 

When we first planned this interview, I’d prepared a detailed question 
about Aaron Ekblad, because it looked as if he’d gone to the next level. 
He was double digits in goals and playing above 25 minutes per night. 
And then he had that awful injury (a broken leg in late March vs. the 
Dallas Stars. He is officially out 10-12 weeks). You can never replace a 
true No. 1 defenseman but you’ve been at this long enough to know you 
have to work around injuries. How have you worked around Ekblad’s 
injury? 

When Ek went down, you had to replace a power-play guy and a guy 
who plays 25 to 26 minutes a night and a guy who draws all the top 
matchups. His partner (MacKenzie Weegar) was having a great year as 
well. So Weegs went over from the left side to the right side and helped 
stabilize us over there in terms of who’s going to eat some of those big 
minutes. Then we put (Gustav) Forsling in and did a nice job on the back 
end. He’s been really steady. That’s helped a lot. But when you’ve got a 
guy like Ekblad doing everything well, it’s a challenge — because he was 
having one of those years and he and Weegs were helping each other 
get to the next level. 

Just as an aside, you have to really pay attention to hockey to know who 
MacKenzie Weegar is. But his numbers look great. 

He’s been under the radar since I got here and even before I was here. 
He’s just one of those guys who keeps getting better and better and 
better. 

What has it been like to live in Florida? 

We’re in Boca. Life is nice. You get up in the morning on a day off, you 
go in and get tested, you do work, you watch games, but you can also go 
for bike rides, you play tennis, you can play Pickleball. We’ve been 
playing Pickleball on the road, as a staff, we’re all hooked. We’re all 
Pickleball heads. Here, you can sit outside by the pool. Being able to be 
outside, you don’t have to worry about your mask. When you go inside, 
you put it on. The family’s been around too — get to see the kids. It’s just 
nice. It’s all good. 

Hmm. As a fellow tennis player, I’m not sure how I feel about pickleball 
taking over the world. 

I love tennis. Pickleball I can play, but I love tennis. But anybody can play 
pickleball and our guys, they’re fanatics. They’re hooked. They’re junkies 
now. They need the fix. You get people who are 70 years old, 80 years 
old, they’ve got all the shots. They can compete against anybody. I find 
it’s a hard workout. Nothing’s as hard as tennis, but with Pickleball, if you 
want to have any success, you’ve got to work at it. And you’re soaked by 
the end of it. 

A lot of NHL teams this season have let the complications affect their 
performance. You know as well as I do: To succeed at the NHL level, 
everything needs to be done quickly. And if your mind is distracted and 
otherwise not focused on the task at hand, you’re going to be slow to 
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react and that has consequences on performance. So far, your club has 
been a model of consistency. How did that happen? 

We just try to deal with the things we need to deal with. Everybody’s 
getting a lot of opportunities. Down the stretch, we’re going to try and 
manage their ice time. The first priority is to make the playoffs. The 
second priority is to finish as high as we can. At the same time, let’s 
make sure everyone is more than fresh come playoff time. We put 
ourselves in a spot we want to be in. We’re still not celebrating anything 
yet. But let’s make sure we get there, and knowing that we have a little 
bit of an opportunity to manage ice time, and keeping everybody fresh is 
part of that. 

The Athletic LOADED: 04.23.2021 

1210190 Florida Panthers 

 

Florida’s dreadful power play helps Carolina Hurricanes beat Panthers 

 

By George Richards  

 

The power play — scoring on it and defending against it — was the key 
to victory in the Carolina Hurricanes’ first five wins against the Panthers 
this season. 

History, at least when it comes to special teams, sometimes repeats 
itself. 

It certainly did Thursday night. 

Carolina’s penalty kill, for the most part, completely dumbfounded the 
Panthers Thursday as Florida looked inept at times while skating with the 
man advantage. 

The Panthers went 1-for-9 on the power play Thursday night (only 
scoring while with a two-man advantage) all while Carolina scored not 
only on one of its power plays but on two of Florida’s as well. 

Key to Carolina’s 4-2 win Thursday? 

Look no further than the Panthers lack of success on the power play. 

Sasha Barkov scoring with 7:58 left with the Panthers holding the 5-on-3 
advantage at least made things appear a little better. 

But not much. 

”I knew you would be asking the same questions as the (first) seven 
other games,” Barkov said. “Same type of games, all of them. Same 
finish. It’s a tight game and they end up winning. They find a way to win 
those games.” 

The night definitely had a playoff atmosphere to it despite the smaller 
crowd due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

The crowd in the building were into it and why not? Both teams came into 
the night tied for first in the NHL’s Central Division. 

Carolina has two games in hand on the Panthers so for Florida to have 
any chance to win the division, it needed two wins in this series or, at 
least, three points. 

With Tampa Bay beating Columbus, the Hurricanes now lead the 
Lightning by a point; Florida is two points back of Carolina in third. 

Early on it looked like the Panthers were ready for this as the two teams 
jostled and showed some fire in a tightly officiated first. 

The Panthers got a fortuitous bounce in taking the initial lead as Florida 
took three shots at Nedeljkovic but only got one past when he was on his 
back. 

Nedeljkovic gamely threw his glove in the air but Barkov got enough air 
under his shot to avoid it altogether. 

At 6:22 of the first, Florida led 1-0. 

Sunrise 9-1-1: Bennett, Huberdeau & Duclair lighting it up for Panthers 

As far as special teams went, Florida was pretty good on the penalty kill. 

Florida was absolutely dreadful on the power play. 

Although Carolina scored on its third power play chance to make it 2-1 in 
the second, they did not get many good looks at all and one reason Nino 
Niederreiter scored on that one was with Bobrovsky blocked and partially 
down. 

The power play though? ‘ 

Woof. 

”We lost the momentum,’’ Joel Quenneville said. “Even when we had the 
lead, the power play was ineffective. Their penalty killers have been in 
that situation with us all year long whether we don’t sustain momentum or 
don’t generate much.” 

Florida came into the game just 2-for-28 on the power play against the 
Hurricanes, a major reason why Carolina had so much early success 
against Florida. 

Thursday may have been their worst showing yet. 

Florida’s first power play attempt was as feeble as the second; Carolina 
took more shots shorthanded than the Panthers did with the man 
advantage. 

As we saw in the first six meetings, Carolina’s speed and attacking style 
overwhelmed the Panthers up top. 

The only time the Panthers really got any kind of possession time on the 
power play was when they dumped and chased. 

The most embarrassing moment for the power play came late in the third 
when Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas broke on a shorthanded 2-on-
none. 

The two basically skipped up the ice, playfully passing the puck between 
one other. Necas had the puck and got Bobrovsky to commit; he then slid 
it over to Aho for the easy goal. 

”Shorthanded goals are generally deflating,” Quenneville said. “They 
change the completion of a game. You can have some bad power plays 
and give up momentum, but a shorty is a complete package. I thought we 
came out with a good start to the third period and had plenty of time to 
get the equalizer. Plenty of opporunties. 

Aho later scored into the empty net on Florida’s ninth power play chance. 

Report: Florida close to getting sports betting 

In four power play chances in the opening two periods, Florida had a total 
of two shots on goal but really only one scoring chance. 

”It’s frustrating when you’re on the power play and you don’t even get it in 
the zone,” Barkov said. “They did a good job there. We have to keep our 
cool, play as hard as we can … have to battle for 60 minutes, no shifts 
off. We have to work.” 

Florida then got fIve more power play chances in the third as Carolina 
spent most of the period shorthanded. 

And yet. 

Jonathan Huberdeau had a terrific chance in the third which would have 
tied the score at 3. 

”We had the best chance in the world,” Quenneville said. “It was one of 
those … and that didn’t go in. … You dream about that chance to tie it. … 
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Tough night on the power play but they’re good at it. We have a game on 
Saturday to correct it.” 

The Panthers ended up going 1-for-9 on the power play Thursday and 
are 3-for-37 (8 percent) against Carolina this season. 

Huge difference in games this close. 

Just about every one of these first seven games has been a one goal 
game until Carolina started padding things with the empty net as Aho did 
Thursday. 

Carolina is now 6-0-1 against Florida this season. 

So, down 1-0 after the first, the Canes didn’t seem to flinch at trailing the 
Panthers. 

Just 14 seconds into the second, Jordan Staal was behind the cage, 
slipped a shot through the blue paint right to Jordan Martinook. His shot 
hit Radko Gudas’ leg and beat Bobrovsky to tie the score. 

Later in the period with Ryan Lomberg in the box for slashing, Nino 
Niederreiter jumped on a rebound as Bobrovsky was going down and 
found a home for the puck to give the Hurricanes their first lead of the 
night. 

Bobrovsky ended up making 26 saves as he didn’t have much of a 
chance to stop any of Carolina’s goals. 

Nedeljkovic beat the Panthers for a third time this season, the rookie 
stopping 30 shots to go 3-0-1 against Florida so far. 

The Panthers took longer than usual in getting to their media 
responsibilities; Barkov said there was no former player meeting. 

”We just said a couple things,” Barkov said. “We have to have to ready 
for the next game. We’re at a good spot in the standings but we know 
Carolina has been beating us this season. We have to find a way to win 
these games, play the right way the whole 60 minutes.” 

GEORGE’S THREE STARS OF THE NIGHT 

1. Alex Nedeljkovic, Carolina 

2. Sasha Barkov, Florida 

3. Sebastian Aho, Carolina 

ON DECK: HURRICANES AT PANTHERS 

When: Saturday, 7 

Where: BB&T Center, Sunrise 

Tickets: AVAILABLE HERE 

Season series: Carolina leads 5-1 

TV: BS-FLA, Fox Sports Go 

Radio: WQAM 560-AM 
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Report: Florida close to getting sports betting 

 

By George Richards  

 

Sports gambling is now in the mainstream as 29 states and the District of 
Columbia has legalized it. According to a report in the Miami Herald 
Thursday, Florida is close to finally approving legalized sports betting as 
well. 

Per the Herald and its news partner the Tampa Bay Times, the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida and the state have agreed “in principal” to a deal in which 
the Tribe would be the “online hub” for sports betting in the state. 

The state legislature could approve the pact next week although more 
legal hurdles could remain before it becomes official. 

Local teams, as well as parimutuel tracks and frontons, could have sports 
betting at their venues as well. 

Want daily coverage of the Florida Panthers as they head to the 
playoffs? Subscribe to Florida Hockey Now today! 

In Washington, D.C., for instance, a popular sports bar attached to the 
Capital One Arena is being turned into a sports betting venue run by 
William Hill. 

Currently, kiosks and betting windows are open for in-person bets in a 
spot at the arena originally used for ticket sales. 

Fans attending Wizards and Capitals games can go into the sports book 
and place bets or come by throughout the day. Sports betting is not 
limited to Washington sports teams. 

Numerous teams have agreements with sports betting properties 
including William Hill, DraftKings and MGM among others. 

Fans in Nevada, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Michigan and Colorado (as 
well as elsewhere) are already allowed to place wagers on sports games. 

Ohio is reportedly close to legalizing sports gambling as well. 

In February, the NHL announced a “multiyear strategic partnership” with 
PointsBet making it the “official sports betting partner of the NHL.” 

Per the announcement, PointsBet will have “the ability to integrate the 
sportsbook operator’s content into live NHL game broadcasts across 
NHL media partners, including NBC Sports, NBC Sports Regional 
Networks, Altitude TV, and other potential future linear alignments.” 
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For Panthers to win Central, they need to beat the Carolina Hurricanes 

 

By George Richards  

 

In his time as coach of the Panthers, Joel Quenneville has never been 
one to put too much weight on an upcoming game. This two game series 
with the Carolina Hurricanes is different. 

Quenneville and the Panthers definitely know what is at stake here. 

“Thursday,” Quenneville said, “is going to be our biggest game of the 
year.” 

The Panthers and Hurricanes come into this series tied in points atop the 
NHL’s Central Division. Carolina, however, has played two fewer games 
than Florida has. 

If the Panthers want to win the division, and thereby avoid Carolina and 
Tampa Bay in the opening round of the playoffs next month, they need to 
figure out the Hurricanes and quick. 

Carolina has won five of the six games between the two so far. 

The Panthers have been in all the games but the wins have not come. 
They better if Florida is to have any shot at winning the division. 

“We’re right with them, but they’ve got games in hand,” Quenneville said. 
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“We’ve got to take care of our end of it with these two games to have any 
chance. They’re huge games from our point of view, and I’m sure they 
are for them as well. It’s a huge measuring stick.” 

Report: Florida close to getting sports betting 

Florida has nine games remaining in the regular season and making the 
playoffs is not a concern — and has not been for some time. 

The Panthers are set as far as that goes. 

Right now, they’re playing for seeding. If they don’t win the division, they 
will end up second or third, the difference being home ice in the opening 
round. 

Carolina has 11 games left: After playing two against Florida to wrap up 
that season series, the Hurricanes go and play the red-hot Dallas Stars, 
which appear right now to be the team which will end up getting fourth in 
the Central for the final spot in the playoffs. 

After that, Carolina has games remaining against Detroit, Columbus, 
Nashville and Chicago. 

Florida has games remaining against Dallas (one), Nashville (two), 
Chicago (two) and Tampa Bay (two). 

“These are going to be tougher games,” Jonathan Huberdeau said. “We 
obviously want to get first place and and it will be tough to the end. 

“Carolina is a good defensive team and there is not a lot of room out 
there. We know it’s going to be tighter, a more defensive game. But we’re 
ready for any team. We focus on our team and that’s how we have to 
play. 

“We have to find a way. I think we can do it. We haven’t played our best 
against them. They’re a good team, a checking team and they keep thing 
simple. We need to find a way to put the puck in the back of the net 
against them.” 

EXTRA SPECIAL TEAMS 

For the Panthers to have any success in this series, they need to stay out 
of the penalty box. And, if they do have to kill off some penalties, do so 
successfully. 

Special teams in the first six games of this series has been the 
difference. 

In the first six games, both teams have had 22 power play chances. 

Florida has scored two goals; Carolina has eight. 

The margin of victory in games won by Carolina (not counting shootout 
goals) has been nine — three coming into an empty net. 

Vincent Trocheck has been the biggest thorn in Florida’s side this series, 
scoring four of his six goals on the power play. 

Trocheck is scoring on 27.3 percent of his shots taken against the 
Panthers tied with Jordan Staal (three goals). 

LINEUP MOVES 

Both Florida and Carolina are coming off back-to-back games in which 
neither team played its starting goalie on Tuesday night. 

Alex Nedeljkovic will start for Carolina tonight. He is 2-0-1 against the 
Panthers with a shutout the last time they played. 

Florida is looking at this series as a playoff prelude so it would not be 
surprising to see Sergei Bobrovsky play both. 

Bobrovsky is 0-1-1 against Carolina this season, giving up six goals off 
67 shots faces (.910 save percentage). 

Sunrise 9-1-1: Bennett, Huberdeau & Duclair lighting it up for Panthers 

Quenneville said Mason Marchment is expected to miss Thursday’s 
game after leaving Tuesday’s win against Columbus with an upper-body 
injury. 

Jonathan Huberdeau or Frank Vatrano would be the prime candidates to 
move into the spot. 

UPDATE: It is Patric Hornqvist; and Bob is in. 

Although Carter Verhaeghe has been skating, Quenneville said he is not 
expected back until May. 

Quenneville also said Chris Driedger is dealing with a lower body issue 
and is likely to miss the next couple of days. Spencer Knight is backing 
up Bobrovsky on Thursday. 

Noel Acciari could be closing in on a return; he was skating with the taxi 
squad/scratches on Thursday as was defenseman Noah Juulsen. 

Carolina Hurricanes at Florida Panthers 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: BB&T Center, Sunrise 

Tickets: AVAILABLE HERE 

TV: BS-SUN, Fox Sports Go 

Radio: WQAM 560-AM 

Records (standings): Florida 30-12-5, 65points (T-1st in Central); 
Carolina 30-10-5, 65 points (T-1st) 

All-time series: Carolina leads 67-46-6, 11 ties 

Season series: Carolina leads 5-1 

Last season: Carolina won two of three 

Up next: Carolina at Florida, Saturday, 7 

Panthers this week — Monday: Florida 4, Columbus 2; Tuesday: Florida 
5, Columbus 1; Thursday: Carolina at Florida, 7; Saturday: Carolina at 
Florida, 7 

PROJECTED FLORIDA PANTHERS LINES 

FLORIDA FORWARDS 

97 Nikita Gusev — 16 Sasha Barkov — 70 Patric Hornqvist 

11 Jonathan Huberdeau — 9 Sam Bennett — 91 Anthony Duclair 

77 Frank Vatrano — 21 Alex Wennberg — 94 Ryan Lomberg 

83 Juho Lammikko — 23 Eetu Luostarinen — 74 Owen Tippett 

FLORIDA DEFENSEMEN 

42 Gus Forsling — 52 MacKenzie Weegar 

65 Markus Nutivaara — 62 Brandon Montour 

3 Keith Yandle — 7 Radko Gudas 

FLORIDA GOALIES 

72 Sergei Bobrovsky 

30 Spencer Knight 

Scratches: F Lucas Wallmark, D Matt Kiersted, D Anton Stralman 

Injured: F Carter Verhaeghe (upper body, week-to-week); G Chris 
Driedger (LBI, D2D); F Noel Acciari (UBI, D2D); F Mason Marchment 
(UBI, D2D); D Noah Juulsen (UBI, TBD); D Aaron Ekblad (leg, out for 
regular season) 

Taxi squad: D Kevin Connauton, F Cole Schwindt, F Scott Wilson, G 
Philippe Desrosiers 
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Florida power play (32/150 21.3% — 11th in NHL) 

Florida penalty kill (110/138 79.7% — 15th in NHL) 

PP1: Sasha Barkov, Jonathan Huberdeau, Patric Hornqvist, Nikita 
Gusev, Keith Yandle 

PP2: Alex Wennberg, Anthony Duclair, Frank Vatrano, Sam Bennett, 
Gus Forsling 

PROJECTED CAROLINA HURRICANES LINES 

CAROLINA FORWARDS 

37 Andrei Svechnikov — 20 Sebastian Aho — 71 Jesper Fast 

21 Nino Niederreiter — 16 Vincent Trocheck — 88 Martin Necas 

48 Jordan Martinook — 11 Jordan Staal — 13 Warren Foegele 

18 Cedric Paquette — 78 Steven Lorentz — 67 Morgan Geekie 

CAROLINA DEFENSEMEN 

74 Jaccob Slavin — 19 Dougie Hamilton 

51 Jake Gardiner — 22 Brett Pesce 

6 Ryan Joakim — 58 Jani Hakanpaa 

CAROLINA GOALIES 

39 Alex Nedeljkovic 

34 Petr Mrazek 

Carolina power play (37/135 27.4% — 2nd in NHL) 

Carolina penalty kill (119/142 83.8% — 6th in NHL) 

PP1: Jordan Staal, Sebastian Aho, Vincent Trocheck, Dougie Hamilton, 
Andrei Svechnikov 

PP2: Jesper Fast, Warren Foegele, Nino Niederreiter, Brett Pesce, 
Martin Necas 
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Sunrise 9-1-1: Bennett, Huberdeau & Duclair lighting it up for Panthers 

 

By George Richards  

 

With sincere apologies to the Fox network’s 9-1-1 franchise, the Florida 
Panthers have found a lot to like about a new line consisting of 
newcomer Sam Bennett, Jonathan Huberdeau and Anthony Duclair. 

Florida’s version of 9-1-1 has only had three episodes, but the reviews 
have been pretty good. 

We’re not expecting coach Joel Quenneville to cancel Sunrise 9-1-1 any 
time soon.  

They may go on hiatus, however. 

With Mason Marchment expected to miss Thursday’s game against the 
visiting Carolina Hurricanes, it is possible Huberdeau (or Frank Vatrano) 
moves up to the top line for the time being. 

But, once Carter Verhaeghe returns and goes back to his spot with 
Sasha Barkov and Nikita Gusev, Huberdeau will almost certainly be 
reunited with Bennett and Duclair. 

UPDATE: Patric Hornqvist will join Barkov and Gusev tonight against 
Carolina.  

“I wasn’t touching that line,” Joel Quenneville said Thursday morning.  

The trio — Bennett (No. 9), Huberdeau (11) and Duclair (91) — have 
shown terrific chemistry and have generated chance after chance since 
their season premier Saturday night in Tampa. 

“All three guys are really making it happen,’’ Quenneville said. “It’s been 
fun to watch.” 

Bennett joined the cast last week just before the NHL’s trade deadline hit, 
Florida sending a second-round pick in 2022 and last year’s second-
round selection (Emil Heineman) to Calgary for the hard-hitting forward. 

Although he had mostly spent his time in Calgary playing a bottom-6 role, 
Quenneville wanted to see what Bennett could do with some of Florida’s 
better forwards. 

So far, so good. 

“I am having a lot of fun here with this group,’’ Bennett said Monday 
night. 

Report: Florida close to getting sports betting 

Bennett’s first game with the Panthers saw him pick up assists on goals 
by Huberdeau and Brandon Montour. 

In his first home game on Monday night, he scored a goal and got into a 
fight with Columbus defenseman Gavin Bayreuther as he jumped in after 
a high hit on Duclair. 

“He knows I appreciate that very much and all the guys appreciate that,” 
Duclair said. “Obviously, you see that, that’s a teammate-first guy. 

“I have played against him over the years and he is a guy who is not 
afraid to get into the battle. He’s a great teammate and we’re lucky to 
have him. I made sure I let him know that.” 

WATCH: Sam Bennett Scores, Fights in Panthers Win vs. CBJ 

Said Bennett: “They’re excited for me and that’s part of the game. You 
have to step up for your teammates sometimes. I am more than happy to 
do that.” 

On Tuesday, Bennett kept the good times rolling, scoring twice in 
Florida’s 5-1 win over the Blue Jackets. 

His first goal was set up on a 2-on-1 rush as he buried a pass from 
Huberdeau. Bennett’s second came in front of the net when he jumped 
on a rebound off a shot from Huberdeau. 

“He brings a lot of things that we appreciate,” Quenneville said. 

In the three games since this trio was put together, Bennett has five 
points (2-3, 5), Huberdeau has five (2-3, 5) and Duclair has six (1-5, 6) as 
he is on a seven-game scoring streak. 

“I think we played fast,” Bennett said before Monday’s game. 

“We were hunting pucks and controlled pucks. For me, I was trying to 
keep it simple early. We got some good looks and chances and 
capitalized on them. It’s great playing with them and I’m just looking to 
keep building on that chemistry.” 

Panthers Bennett Huberdeau Duclair 

Following Tuesday’s win, Huberdeau says having the puck in the 
opponent’s zone as much as his line has is a blast. 

“We’re finding chemistry out there just keeping things simple,’’ 
Huberdeau said. “Duke is really fast and Sam just goes to the net and 
finds the puck and puts it in. 

“When you play in the offensive zone most of the night, that’s what 
makes it fun, you can contribute to the success of the team. That’s what 
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we want to do, we want to be a good second line and that’s what we’ve 
been doing.” 

Said Duclair: “I’m playing with some great players. The acquisition of 
Bennett was huge for us. He’s a big force down the middle. Huby is 
obviously one of the best playmakers in the league.” 

As for Bennett, the so-called change of scenery appears to be working. 

After being the fourth-overall pick in the 2014 draft — the one in which 
Florida took Aaron Ekblad first — Bennett never really lived up to his lofty 
selection in Calgary. 

In Florida, no one really cares where Calgary drafted him. A restricted 
free agent, Bennett may have just found a home in South Florida. 

NHL Trade Deadline: What the Florida Panthers did (and didn’t do) 

And, with the playoffs coming, Bennett is excited to keep this train 
running. 

In 30 postseason games with the Flames over four seasons, Bennett has 
11 goals and 19 points. 

“It’s going to be great,’’ Bennett said. “I love playoff hockey, that’s my 
favorite time of the year. I think we’re going to do some damage for sure.” 

As for the 9-1-1 nickname, Quenneville seemed to like it when asked 
Thursday. 

”Call the cops,” he said with a grin. 

The @FlaPanthers line of Bennett (9) Huberdeau (11) Duclair (91) has 
been great. They've been dubbed the 9-1-1 line. Coach Q was asked if 
he liked the name. #NHL pic.twitter.com/aDA1d5r8fL 

— WSVN 7 Sports (@7SportsXtra) April 22, 2021 

ON DECK: HURRICANES AT PANTHERS 

When: Thursday, 7 

Where: BB&T Center, Sunrise 

Tickets: AVAILABLE HERE 

Season series: Carolina leads 5-1 

TV: BS-SUN, Fox Sports Go 

Radio: WQAM 560-AM 
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Joe Pavelski’s milestone goal in Stars loss to Red Wings puts him on par 
with two Hall-of-Famers 

 

By Matthew DeFranks10:13 PM on Apr 22, 2021 CDT — Updated at 
10:15 PM on Apr 22, 2021 CDT 

 

Joe Pavelski scored his 20th goal of the season Thursday night, making 
this season the 11th 20-goal season of his career. Pavelski became the 
sixth player drafted in the seventh round or later to have at least 11 20-
goal seasons in their career. Two of them are in the Hall of Fame: Luc 
Robitaille and Doug Gilmour. 

Pavelski’s goal came eight seconds after a second-period power play 
ended as he took a feed from John Klingberg and roofed a backhand 
past Thomas Greiss and under the crossbar. No other Star has more 
than 14 goals, where Roope Hintz and Jason Robertson are tied. 

Oettinger in relief: Prior to Thursday’s game, Oettinger had never allowed 
a goal when entering a game in relief. In three games replacing Khudobin 
earlier this season, Oettinger stopped all 23 shots he faced. In the 
postseason bubble last year, Oettinger was a perfect eight for eight in 
two playoff games. 

As such, Thursday was the first time Oettinger earned a loss in a game 
he didn’t start. 

In the middle: Thursday was captain Jamie Benn’s ninth straight game 
playing center after playing left wing for most of his career. The position 
switch has coincided with a resurgent Benn, who has eight points in nine 
games as a center. 

“Just skating better, using his legs,” Stars coach Rick Bowness said. “As 
I’ve said a couple times, this is the best I’ve seen him skate in three 
years. On the wing, sometimes you’re a little bit more restrictive, but right 
now, he’s skating so well. He’s one of our top faceoff guys, so we need 
him at center. 

“He’s seeing the ice really well, but the most important thing is his 
skating. He’s using his legs and he’s checking with his legs, he’s creating 
offense with his legs, his skating. Being at center gives him a little bit 
more freedom that way, and he’s taken advantage of it.” 

Benn centered Jason Dickinson and Denis Gurianov in Detroit. 

Injury updates: Hintz and Miro Heiskanen were both back in the lineup 
Thursday night after missing Tuesday’s game with lower-body injuries. 
Hintz assumed his customary spot on the top line between Robertson 
and Pavleski while Heiskanen went back with partner Jamie Oleksiak on 
the second defensive pairing. 

Sami Vatanen missed Thursday’s game with an upper-body injury, so 
Joel Hanley remained in the lineup alongside Andrej Sekera. Mark Pysyk 
returned to the lineup for the first time since April 13 as the fourth-line 
right wing. 
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Instead of moving into playoff spot, Stars give away goals, end win streak 
with 7-3 loss in Detroit 

 

By Matthew DeFranks10:01 PM on Apr 22, 2021 CDT — Updated at 
10:04 PM on Apr 22, 2021 CDT 

 

On what could have been a momentous evening for the Stars, Jakub 
Vrana spoiled the party. 

Vrana scored four goals for the Red Wings as Detroit handed the Stars a 
7-3 loss to snap Dallas’ four-game win streak. A Stars win would have 
moved them into a playoff spot, tied with Nashville with 52 points with two 
games in hand. It would have given the team its longest win streak of the 
season. 

Instead, the Red Wings jumped out to a three-goal lead in the first period 
and held on as the Stars mounted rallies in the second and third periods. 
Radek Faksa, Joe Pavelski and Denis Gurianov scored for the Stars, 
either on the power play or shortly after one expired. 

The Stars remain two points behind Nashville with 10 games to play. 

“It’s a classic example of beating yourself,” coach Rick Bowness said. 
“Just very poor puck management gave them goals. Simple as that.” 

Vrana was too much — for both Anton Khudobin and Jake Oettinger. 

He scored on the rush in the first period after an Andrej Sekera 
giveaway. He scored in the second period by tipping a Danny DeKeyser 
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shot in the slot. He scored on the rush in the third period after poking the 
puck away from John Klingberg. He deposited a rebound in the third 
period to cap his career night. 

Khudobin started and was pulled after allowing three goals on nine shots 
in the first period. Oettinger was pinned with the loss when he gave up 
three goals on 13 shots. Sam Gagner scored an empty-netter. 

“Just got to be better, that’s it,” Khudobin said. 

Bowness on why he pulled Khudobin: “Just didn’t seem to be his night.” 

Vrana became the second Red Wing to score four goals against the 
Stars in the last two seasons, joining Anthony Mantha. At the trade 
deadline, Detroit traded Mantha to Washington. In return, they received 
Vrana and Richard Panik, who also had a goal Thursday. Robby Fabbri 
also had a hat trick against Dallas earlier this season in Detroit’s only 
other win over the Stars. 

It was a night to forget for the Stars, who entered Thursday playing some 
of their best hockey of the season against the two worst teams in the 
Central Division: Columbus and Detroit. Dallas had collected points in 
each of its last eight games and wins in its last four. The first period put 
the Stars in a hole too deep to escape, and Vrana kept shoveling dirt. 

Khudobin’s night ended after he surrendered a head-scratching goal to 
Panik in the closing seconds of the first period. After Panik sent a high 
flip on net, Khudobin thought he collected the puck, but it squirted 
through him and between his legs. The puck sat in the crease long 
enough for Panik to beat Miro Heiskanen and Jamie Oleksiak to it and 
give Detroit a 3-0 lead. 

“I lost the puck, I thought I had it,” Khudobin said. “Guys started yelling, 
‘It’s behind me!’ and it was too late.” 

These types of games happen. A stinker ruins a run. A clunker sours a 
streak. The Stars don’t have a ton of margin for error in the final 10 
games, but their recent play and results should help them weather an 
ugly night like Thursday. 

“We have to learn from the mistakes and get better against them on 
Saturday,” Faksa said. “If we didn’t play against Detroit, then maybe just 
throw it behind your head, but when you’re playing against Detroit again, 
we have to see what we did wrong and don’t repeat the same mistakes.” 

The final underlying statistics won’t resemble those from a four-goal loss. 
The Stars outshot the Red Wings 46-23. They had 75 shot attempts to 
Detroit’s 40. They scored twice on the power play and killed their only 
penalty. 

“I never thought we were out of that game,” Bowness said. “We were 
creating enough chances. We were creating enough shots. I never 
thought we were out of the game until we shot ourselves in the foot.” 

But Khudobin and Oettinger couldn’t make the saves they needed to. 
According to MoneyPuck, Detroit had 2.25 expected goals. Natural Stat 
Trick placed the Red Wings at 2.06 expected goals. Of course, they 
scored seven. 

“Just swallow this pill, have a good practice tomorrow and get ready for 
the next one,” Khudobin said. 
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They’re not in yet, but Dallas Stars making postseason plans that include 
a full arena 

 

BY MAC ENGEL APRIL 21, 2021 09:11 PM 

 

The Dallas Stars are planning to open the American Airlines Center to full 
capacity, if they make the playoffs. 

The Dallas Stars are not quite in a position to return to the Stanley Cup 
Final, but they are making plans to have a full arena in case they make 
the 2021 Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The Stars have notified season ticket holders they intend to open the 
American Airlines Center to full capacity for the postseason, should they 
make the playoffs. 

One tiny problem. 

They’re not quite in the playoffs. 

But in case they squeeze in, the Stars would be the first team in the NHL 
or NBA to play to a full capacity arena since the COVID pandemic forced 
arena restrictions in North America. 

The Stars currently lead the NHL in home attendance at 4,237 per game. 

To go to full capacity the Stars would need approval from the NHL. The 
Stars will need to install additional air filtration systems in the AAC, which 
they plan to complete. 

As of Wednesday, the Stars are 19-14-12 in the NHL’s shortened 56-
game regular season schedule. If the playoffs started today, they’d miss 
the cut. 

On April 6, the club was one game under .500 and the playoffs looked 
dead. The team has since won six of their last eight games, and four 
straight. 

The Stars now trail Nashville for fourth place by one point for what would 
be the last playoff spot in the Discover Division. 

The NHL’s playoff format will be different from previous years. There will 
be no wild card teams as the top four teams in each of the league’s four 
divisions qualify for the postseason. 

The first two rounds of the playoffs will be played within the division; that 
means the Stars’ first-round opponent could be a rematch of the 2020 
Stanley Cup Final. 

In this format, the Stars could play Tampa Bay in the first round. Right 
now, the 1 vs. 4 matchup in this division would be the Carolina 
Hurricanes vs. the Stars. 

Of all of the positive developments for the Stars last spring in their run to 
the Stanley Cup Final, the only disappointment was that they were 
unable to host games at American Airlines Center. 

The NHL postseason was held in bubble cities in Edmonton and Toronto 
to empty arenas. 

Playoff runs are where fan bases expand, and season ticket sales and 
merchandise sales spike. The Stars enjoyed their journey to the Finals, 
but they were unable to capitalize on the success in the traditional ways. 

The Stars hosted watching parties at the AAC, and ... they’re not the 
same. 

The Stars have 11 games remaining before the regular season ends on 
May 8. 

Just in case they make it back to the playoffs, they are doing everything 
possible to make sure they can have a full barn. 
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Contextualizing the Stars’ clunker in Detroit and what it means looking 
forward 
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By Saad Yousuf Apr 22, 2021 

 

Thursday night was a lost opportunity for the Stars. They came into the 
evening playing a team that was tied for last in the division. With a win, 
Dallas would move into a tie with Nashville for fourth place — and a 
playoff spot — in the Central and still have two games in hand. Instead, it 
was a 7-3 clunker. 

“It’s a classic example of just beating yourself,” head coach Rick 
Bowness said. “Just very poor puck management gave them goals. 
Simple as that.” 

We could run through all of the stats in the world — a 65-35 Corsi For 
advantage for the Stars, doubling up the Red Wings in shots on goal, 46-
23, and high-danger scoring chances, 10-5, all according to Natural Stat 
Trick — but we’ve been through this before, all season long. This loss 
was a bit different than those games where the Stars looked like the 
better team for most of the game but still lost. Despite the statistical 
advantage, it never felt like the Stars were in control of this game, 
beyond an impressive first shift. That’s the result of poor goaltending, 
especially for a team that uses goaltending as the engine. Anton 
Khudobin allowed three goals before getting yanked. Jake Oettinger 
allowed three more after coming in. Add in an empty-netter for the cherry 
on top. 

I’ve used the analogy before of half a cup of water. Sometimes we can 
get too caught up in viewing that cup of water as half full or half empty 
that we forget, at the end of the day, it’s simply a cup of water. We’ll skip 
the half-full part because there aren’t many ways to put a positive spin on 
Thursday night, save for a productive power play and a solid Tanner 
Kero. 

It’s easy to be discouraged by the loss. Two of the Stars’ best players, 
Miro Heiskanen and Roope Hintz, did not play due to injuries on Tuesday 
and were dubbed game-time decisions Thursday morning. Both players 
were in the lineup. The SuperLine of Calder candidate Jason Robertson, 
Hintz and Joe Pavelski was intact, as was the surging line of Jason 
Dickinson, Jamie Benn and Denis Gurianov. The defensive pairings were 
set, and the starting goaltender was the guy expected to carry the load 
this season and who has been playing well recently. This wasn’t the 
second night of a back-to-back. The Stars are in the final quarter of the 
season in which they’re in a heated race for their playoff lives. They know 
how important every game is, particularly ones that are easy wins, on 
paper. 

The reality of the NHL is “easy wins” have limits. Take the Red Wings, for 
example. Many nights this season, watching them play makes you 
wonder how any half-competent team could lose to them. But consider 
that since March 23 and March 25 in Nashville, Detroit hasn’t gone 
pointless in a two-game set. That span includes a sweep of Columbus, 
an overtime loss in Florida, a 5-1 win in Tampa Bay, a 3-2 shootout loss 
to the Predators, a two-game sweep of Carolina, a 4-1 win over the 
Blackhawks and the 3-2 shootout loss in Dallas on Monday. The point is, 
the Red Wings are bad, but this is still the NHL and these games 
happen. 

There’s no good loss at this juncture, but Thursday’s loss is not a 
catastrophic setback. Now, if they follow it up with another loss to the 
Red Wings on Saturday, the concern-meter will look a bit different. The 
Stars are still 6-1-2 in their past nine games. When they began this six-
game cupcake stretch of playing the Blue Jackets and Red Wings, a 4-1-
1 record seemed realistically favorable. They’re 4-1 right now. They’re 
still in fourth place in the Central by percentage points and in fifth place 
by raw points, two points behind Nashville with two games in hand and a 
huge head-to-head looming a week from Saturday. The Stars can’t allow 
Thursday’s loss to snowball but right now, everything remains in front of 
them. 

• If you’re looking for a silver lining out of Thursday’s dumpster fire, the 
special teams provided that. The power play hasn’t been what it once 
was, but it was clicking on Thursday. Radek Faksa and Denis Gurianov 

each scored on the power play. Joe Pavelski scored a goal that didn’t go 
down as a power-play goal, but it came shortly after the power play 
expired so the man advantage helped spring it. 

Gurianov’s one-timer was especially pretty. 

• Aside from horrendous goaltending, this sequence in the third period for 
the Stars on the power play sort of summed up what kind of night it was. 
John Klingberg let a shot rip that hit the post, and Pavelski had a clean-
up rebound in front of him that he’s converted a hundred times in his 
sleep. It just didn’t go in this time: 

• Jakub Vrana killed the Stars, scoring four goals for his second career 
hat trick. Feasting on the Stars has become somewhat of a Red Wings 
tradition lately. Last season, Anthony Mantha, who was recently traded to 
Washington for a return that included Vrana, scored four goals against 
the Stars. Earlier this season, Robby Fabbri beat the Stars with a hat 
trick. A month after Fabbri’s hat trick, Luke Glendening was on hatty 
watch against the Stars with two goals but didn’t get the third. Vrana 
made one up for him with four. 

• On a lighter note, Jason Dickinson has his teeth back, and he’s still 
enjoying his time on the ice while getting under the opposition’s skin: 

THIS IS THE MOST ON BRAND JASON DICKINSON SEQUENCE 
EVER     PIC.TWITTER.COM/Y3UDZ1J5HZ 

— SAAD YOUSUF (@SAADYOUSUF126) APRIL 23, 2021 

WHY JASON DICKINSON IS A HALL OF FAMER, MY COLUMN: 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/EZFORYYIFA 

— SAAD YOUSUF (@SAADYOUSUF126) APRIL 23, 2021 

• On Gurianov’s goal, Jason Robertson tallied his 22nd assist of the 
season, extending his lead among all NHL rookies. Robertson’s season 
has really been an incredible story. Minnesota’s Kirill Kaprizov is the 
front-runner for the Calder Trophy right now, but Robertson’s footsteps 
are deafening. Given the trajectory he’s been on over the past month, it 
would not be surprising if he closed the gap in the remaining weeks of 
the season. 

The Athletic’s Minnesota Wild beat writer, Mike Russo, and I did a deep 
dive into the statistics and narrative behind each rookie’s Calder case, 
breaking down how they’ve performed in different situations, how their 
season has trended and what factors come into play to actually win the 
award. 

• Here’s an updated look at the standings: 

The Predators play their final game of a three-game set against the 
Blackhawks on Friday. They’re 1-0-1 through the first two games. The 
best-case scenario for the Stars is a regulation win for Chicago. 

Personnel 

Miro Heiskanen and Roope Hintz, both game-time decisions with lower-
body injuries, played. Sami Vatanen was ruled out with an upper-body 
injury. Here is what the Stars’ lineup looked like: 

Jason Robertson — Roope Hintz — Joe Pavelski 

Jason Dickinson — Jamie Benn — Denis Gurianov 

Andrew Cogliano — Radek Faksa — Blake Comeau 

Tanner Kero — Justin Dowling — Mark Pysyk 

Esa Lindell — John Klingberg 

Jamie Oleksiak — Miro Heiskanen 

Joel Hanley — Andrej Sekera 

Anton Khudobin 

The Athletic LOADED: 04.23.2021 
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Wild’s Kirill Kaprizov or Stars’ Jason Robertson: Who has the edge for 
the Calder Trophy? 

 

By Saad Yousuf and Michael Russo Apr 22, 2021 

 

As the regular season winds down into its final few weeks, the race for 
the Calder Trophy is heating up. A month ago, it felt like Minnesota Wild 
stud Kirill Kaprizov was running away with the hardware. 

That is no longer the case. 

While Kaprizov broke Marian Gaborik’s rookie franchise record with his 
team-leading 19th goal Wednesday night and earlier this week broke 
Gaborik’s rookie points mark and now has 38, the Dallas Stars’ Jason 
Robertson’s recent run of 11 points in eight games — and 10 goals and 
19 points in his past 18 — could make this a down-to-the-wire 
showdown. 

Kaprizov leads all rookies in goals. Robertson leads all rookies in assists 
and has eclipsed Kaprizov’s 0.84 points per game at 0.88 while playing 
nearly two fewer minutes per game. Kaprizov and Robertson are neck-
and-neck in points with 38 and 35, respectively, but Robertson has 
played five fewer games. 

But the Calder Trophy is rarely as simple as looking at the points column, 
especially not when the players are as close in production as Kaprizov 
and Robertson. So, which rookie has the inside track to add the 
treasured honor to his trophy case? 

Let’s break down the production, considerations and how the award 
voting is done to predict a winner. 

Timing of success 

Kaprizov has had an impressive rookie campaign, and a lot of it started 
with his introduction to the NHL world. As the saying goes, you don’t get 
a second chance at a first impression, and Kaprizov certainly capitalized 
on his. 

Kaprizov became the first player in Wild history to register three points in 
his debut and the third NHL player in history — and first since 1990-91 — 
to score an overtime winner in his debut. When he assisted on Marcus 
Johansson’s overtime winner the next game, he became the first NHLer 
in history to record overtime points in his first two games. 

Naturally, that ignited the flames of Calder frontrunner status. 

Robertson had the complete opposite introduction. First, the Stars’ 
season was delayed 10 days due to a training camp COVID-19 outbreak. 
So even before the Stars’ opener, Kaprizov had racked up five points in 
four games. Robertson was in the Stars’ lineup for the first two games 
but was a complete non-factor, playing the fewest minutes of any Stars 
player in each game. After those two games, Robertson was assigned to 
the taxi squad, where he remained for the next 10 days. He was recalled 
for a game in which he didn’t dent the stat sheet before being sent back 
down. The second stay was much shorter, just a couple of days, and 
when Robertson was brought back to the active roster on Feb. 7, he 
scored a goal and began to take off. 

Clearly, Kaprizov had a faster start to the season, and then maintained 
his impressive play, which is why he has been regarded as the clear 
frontrunner for the Calder Trophy. But let’s slice up the season and see 
how Robertson compares at different parts of the calendar. 

If you divide the 56-game schedule into thirds and look at 18-game 
segments, Kaprizov had six goals and 11 assists in his first 18 games. In 
Robertson’s first 18 games, he had four goals and nine assists. Through 
the end of February, Kaprizov was tied for seventh in the NHL with 14 

points at five-on-five. Through the end of February, Robertson was tied 
for 167th in the NHL with six points in 11 games at five-on-five. 

Now let’s flip it and examine each player’s last 18 games. In all 
situations, Kaprizov has nine goals and four assists in that span. In 
Robertson’s last 18 games, he has 10 goals and nine assists. Since 
March 1, the only player with more points five-on-five than Robertson’s 
22 is Connor McDavid. In that same stretch, Kaprizov is tied for 37th in 
the league with 13 points. While March 1 seems like it’s late in the 
season, consider Dallas’ late start and another 10-day delay in the 
middle of February because of a winter storm. The beginning of March 
through the end of the season is still 72 percent of the Stars’ season, so 
it’s a large sample size. Minnesota also had a COVID-19 pause in 
February. 

Much of Robertson’s uptick in production has to do with increased 
opportunity on the ice, which Kaprizov has had since the beginning. In 
the charts below, you can see how drastically Robertson’s ice time (left) 
has changed as the season progressed, whereas Kaprizov’s (right) has 
been consistent: 

By the numbers 

Let’s begin by looking at the basic, raw, overarching numbers for both 
players. Kaprizov leads all rookies in goals and points with 19 and 38, 
respectively. Those are both Wild records, something Gaborik set in 71 
games 20 years ago. Kaprizov has played 26 fewer games. 

But Robertson is right behind Kaprizov in each category with 14 goals 
and 35 points, both second among rookies. Robertson leads all rookies 
with 21 assists, with Kaprizov on his tail with 19 assists. Kaprizov has 
played in five more games than Robertson this season and averages 
nearly two more minutes per game. 

Now, let’s flesh out these numbers and further offensive production even 
more. 

All situations 

In all situations, Kaprizov averages top-line minutes (17.74-20.80) at 
18:13, whereas Robertson averages second-line minutes (15.74-17.74) 
at 16:24. This is over the course of the full season, which has had a 
different trajectory for each player. Kaprizov stepped in as a top-liner, 
both due to his talent and necessity for Minnesota. Robertson began as a 
depth forward because Dallas had other options available and also 
because he needed to develop. Since March 1, the gap in ice time is 
much smaller. Robertson has played 18:02 per game in all situations, 
while Kaprizov has played 18:22 in all situations. 

For the full season, Robertson has the edge in points per 60 minutes at 
3.2 to Kaprizov’s 2.76. Among forwards who have played at least 200 
minutes, Robertson is second on his team (Roope Hintz, 3.82) and 21st 
in the NHL. Kaprizov is second on his team (Mats Zuccarello, 3.2) and 
50th in the NHL. Kaprizov has a higher expected goals-for percentage at 
61.03 percent to Robertson’s 57.5 percent. 

Five-on-Five 

The five-on-five numbers favor Robertson, who is averaging 3.14 points 
per 60 minutes, while Kaprizov is averaging 2.59 points per 60 minutes. 
In basic stats, Kaprizov has 12 goals and Robertson has 11 goals at five-
on-five, but Robertson has 17 assists to Kaprizov’s 15, giving the Stars 
rookie a 28-27 edge in five-on-five points. Further, 25 of Robertson’s 
points are direct scoring impact points, meaning goals or primary assists. 
Kaprizov’s number is 22. 

When Robertson is on the ice for the Stars, the team’s offensive creation 
at five-on-five is seven percent above league average. When Robertson 
is not on the ice, the Stars’ five-on-five offense is 18 percent weaker than 
league average in terms of expected goal rate for, as show here via 
HockeyViz: 

When Kaprizov is on the ice, the Wild’s expected goal generation is 16 
percent below league average. Without Kaprizov deployed, their 
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offensive generation actually improves to seven percent below league 
average. Here’s a look at Kaprizov’s charts, via HockeyViz: 

Now, context is important in all of this discussion. Generally speaking, 
both the Stars and Wild are below average in offensive generation. While 
the stats above are for individual players, hockey is not an individual 
sport, meaning the entire line factors in. For the first couple of months of 
Robertson’s season, he was a second- or third-liner and his linemates 
were evolving, both due to fit and injury. Over the last month, he’s 
become a bona fide top-liner for the Stars and has struck some level of 
consistency in linemates, playing mostly with Hintz as his center and Joe 
Pavelski at right wing. 

Kaprizov has often been on a line with center Victor Rask, who has 
somehow gone from fourth-liner and healthy scratch last season to top-
liner this season, and Zuccarello as the other winger. With all due 
respect, Rask has been nowhere close to the player Hintz has been this 
season, even though the Stars’ best forward has been playing injured. 
Also, Kaprizov really didn’t start to take off until he began playing with 
Zuccarello on Feb. 20. Zuccarello, who had offseason wrist surgery, 
didn’t make his season debut until Feb. 16. 

But it’s also unfair to Robertson to simply attribute his success to Hintz 
and Pavelski, who is also having a great season, because Hintz has 
been in and out of the lineup due to a nagging lower-body injury. Dallas’ 
most recent game on Tuesday is a good example of Robertson’s impact, 
as he scored a goal and tallied an assist despite Hintz missing the game 
and Jason Dickinson filling in at center. Asked after the game how he 
made the line-shuffling transition seamlessly, Dickinson simply 
answered, “Trick is getting the puck to (Robertson).” 

Understanding what Kaprizov brings below the surface is important, 
because it’s not as simple as Minnesota being “worse” with him on the 
ice because obviously, Minnesota is a better team with him. With 
Kaprisov on the ice, the Wild generate more shots. We can use expected 
goals as a proxy for quality, and relative to his teammates, Minnesota’s 
expected goal rate dips while Kaprizov is deployed. Kaprizov does have 
a direct influence because he’s a fairly frequent shooter and creates 
offense from all over the zone, including scoring areas. While many of 
the team’s scoring plays stem from Kaprizov’s shifty skating and finishing 
ability, there isn’t a massive boost in play-driving when he’s on the ice. 

Now, according to The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn’s game score model, 
usage is another difference between the two players right now. By Dom’s 
model — (Writers’ note: Spelling Dom’s last name once is enough for 
Saad and Mike) — Kaprizov’s average game score is 0.87 and 
Robertson’s is 0.94. But Kaprizov’s usage is way tougher, according to 
Dom, and brings him up to 0.94 and Robertson down to 0.93. 

That’s a combination of quality of forward competition, defense quality of 
competition and teammates. The average forward Kaprizov faces has an 
average five-on-five game score of 0.42. The average forward Robertson 
faces has an average game score of 0.33, which is a very big difference. 
Also, maybe demonstrating how hard Kaprizov is to contain, Kaprizov is 
tied for ninth in the NHL with 18 penalties drawn, while Robertson has 
drawn just three. Kaprizov also has 19 takeaways to Robertson’s 11. 

Power play 

Kaprizov has the edge on the power play. He’s tied for the rookie lead in 
power-play goals with six, while Robertson has one goal with the man 
advantage. Kaprizov has nine power-play points to Robertson’s three. 

Kaprizov’s presence on the power play is key for Minnesota because 
there’s a massive difference with him on the ice. Minnesota’s man 
advantage, the best in the NHL in the month of April after being 
historically bad the first 2 1/2 months of the season, is 11 percent 
stronger than league average with him and 35 percent weaker than 
league average without him. They do lean on one unit slightly more than 
the other, and he plays 61 percent of the available power-play time, 
which is the most on the team. The Stars’ power play is better with 
Robertson but only slightly, and he’s only played 46 percent of available 
power-play time. 

Visibility 

Even when the NHL had a normal schedule and the Stars traveled 
around the hockey map, they’ve always had players fly under the radar. 
Think back to 2019, when Miro Heiskanen didn’t even finish in the top 
three of Calder voting, or even this season with Hintz. When you add in 
the new divisional alignment for this season, Dallas gets isolated even 
more from the wider hockey world up north, especially because the Stars 
weren’t really even in the playoff picture until recently. Dallas also doesn’t 
get on national TV much, so all of that combined puts Robertson at a bit 
of a disadvantage in terms of how many eyeballs see what he’s doing. 

From Kaprizov’s point of view, he is a two-time KHL-leading goal scorer 
and the guy who scored the “Golden Goal” to lead the Olympic Athletes 
of Russia to gold in 2018. There were five years of hype surrounding his 
arrival in the NHL. And, Kaprizov is so dynamic, so skilled, so smart and 
so strong on his skates that he has become must-see TV because you 
never know what he’s about to pull out of his large bag of tricks. 
Robertson’s a very good player, but not as flashy. 

One thing that could provide a more fair assessment for the award is the 
temporary changes to voting implemented by the Pro Hockey Writers 
Association, which votes on the Calder Trophy. For a more equal 
distribution, the PHWA will pull 20 voters from each of the four divisions 
and 20 national reporters/broadcasters in an at-large category for a total 
of 100 voters. That evens the field a bit for the non-traditional markets 
because under the voting allocation last season, there would have been 
82 voters from the North, 36 from the East, 20 from the Central, 18 from 
the West, 15 U.S.-based broadcasters and four from Europe. 

Pro experience 

Simply put, Kaprizov turns 24 Monday and played six years in the KHL. 
Robertson is 21 and had one year of AHL experience, which also was cut 
short by COVID-19. So, it’s not shocking that Kaprizov looked like a 
budding star right off the hop and didn’t have a lot of adjustment to do. 

Verdict 

Russo: First, Dallas steals Minnesota’s beloved North Stars, now its 
Calder? That would be blasphemy and might be too much for the State of 
Hockey’s sanity to handle. Rabid Wild fans waited nearly six years to get 
their eyes on Kaprizov, and now he arrives and is everything the Wild 
could have hoped and he doesn’t win the Calder? 

Gimme a break. Look at how this guy continually makes something out of 
nothing! 

KIRILL KAPRIZOV WITH THE AMAZING WRAPAROUND GOAL TO 
BREAK THE #MNWILD ROOKIE GOAL SCORING RECORD PASSING 
MARIAN GABORIK, UNBELIEVABLE EFFORT!! 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/PBZZWFEVWB 

— ALEX MICHELETTI (@ALEXMICHELETTI) APRIL 22, 2021 

All kidding aside, a case can be made that Kaprizov should be up for the 
Hart Trophy, never mind the Calder, given how much he has transformed 
the Wild and how players have followed his lead. There’s no doubt 
Robertson has made this a two-player race and it could go down to the 
wire, but as of April 22, if my Calder ballot was in my inbox, my vote 
would go to Kaprizov. 

Yousuf: Well, Mike, Dallas did end up successfully stealing the hockey 
team, right? An older Russian rookie taking the Calder from a young, 
promising American in this franchise … where have I heard this before? 
The irony of 19-year-old Mike Modano being in Minnesota when 31-year-
old Sergei Makarov stole the 1990 Calder certainly isn’t lost here. 

CALDER @KAPRIZOVKIRILL #MNWILD 

— MIKE MODANO (@9MODANO) APRIL 22, 2021 

But I agree, Kaprizov has been very impressive this season and if I cast 
my ballot today, Kaprizov would get the edge. But the ballots aren’t due 
until the season ends and, with Robertson’s momentum, it’s not a given 
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that the vote stays where it is today. It’s going to be an exciting duel in 
the home stretch. 
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Jakub Vrana's four goals take center stage as Detroit Red Wings beat 
Dallas Stars, 7-3 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Three or four hats hit the ice. Then Jakub Vrana scored again. 

The Detroit Red Wings newcomer kept replying Thursday when the 
Dallas Stars threatened to make the game at Little Caesars Arena close. 
Vrana completed a hat trick in the third period and then added a fourth 
goal, leading the Wings to a 7-3 victory in the third straight game this 
week against the Stars. 

At 17-25-7, the Wings have matched the number of victories they had 
last season in 71 games with seven games remaining this season. 

Vrana completed a hat trick when he scored on a breakaway midway 
through the third period. Richard Panik, also acquired April 12 in the 
Anthony Mantha trade, recorded his first goal in a Wings uniform. 

The last time a Wings player had a four-goal game was Oct. 6, 2019 
when Mantha did it against the Stars. 

Thomas Greiss set the tone with a couple saves early in the first period, 
and then his teammates took control. Vrana scored at the midpoint. Five 
minutes later, Marc Staal aimed a shot at the net. Luke Glendening was 
battling near the bottom of the left circle and deflected the puck with his 
stick while Darren Helm screened Anton Khudobin. 

The Wings went up 3-0 when Panik scored with 10.3 seconds left in the 
period. Jake Oettinger was in goal when Vrana made it 4-1 four minutes 
after Radek Faksa converted on a power play. Joe Pavelski also scored 
in the second period. 

Vrana’s third goal in four games put the Wings up 5-2 in the third period. 
Denis Gurianov converted on Dallas’ fourth power play, but Vrana stifled 
that momentum when he backhanded the puck into an open net at 15:48. 
Sam Gagner scored into an empty net with 1:13 left to play to give the 
Wings their most productive outing of the season. 

The teams meet Saturday for the last game of the season series. 

New looks up front 

With Dylan Larkin sidelined by an upper-body injury suffered Tuesday, 
Michael Rasmussen was moved up to center the first line between Vrana 
and Filip Zadina. Robby Fabbri missed a 10th consecutive game with an 
upper-body injury, so the Wings went with 11 forwards and seven 
defensemen again. Evgeny Svechnikov returned after being a healthy 
scratch Tuesday, playing on a line with Valtteri Filppula and Sam 
Gagner. Vladislav Namestnikov paired up with Panik, and Glendening 
was with Helm and Adam Erne as usual. 

Hat trick for Vrana 

Filip Zadina raced up the ice on the left side, and Vrana was coming up 
the right flank. Zadina passed the puck to Vrana, who fired a shot even 
as he was off balance, falling to the ice as the puck slid behind Anton 
Khudobinat 9:50 of the first period. Vrana scored again at 6:50 of the 
second period, when he tipped Danny DeKeyser’s shot. Vrana 
celebrated his third goal at 10:09 of the third period, and added a fourth 
for good measure at 15:48. Zadina and DeKeyser assisted on Vrana's 
fourth goal.  

Expansion eligibility 

Teams must leave at least one defenseman unprotected in the Seattle 
expansion draft who is under contract in 2021-22 and who played either 
at least 40 games this season or at least 70 games over this season and 
last. That’s why it was huge that DeKeyser hit 40 when he suited up 
Thursday, because now he meets both requirements. It’s a credit to 
DeKeyser’s inner drive that he’s rebounded as well as he has this 
season, because for a while it looked like his career would be derailed 
following back surgery in December 2019. 
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With Dylan Larkin hurt, here's how Detroit Red Wings will cope with 
significant injuries 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

The Detroit Red Wings came into this season believing better depth 
would give them the ability to spread offensive players across three lines. 

Two weeks from the end of the season, that happened just once. 

Captain Dylan Larkin is the latest forward to join a swollen sick bay; 
coach Jeff Blashill cautioned that Larkin could be out a while with an 
upper-body injury — not that there’s much longer left in the season, as 
the Wings’ finale is scheduled for May 8. Tyler Bertuzzi and Bobby Ryan 
already have been ruled out for the season, and Robby Fabbri is 
considered day-to-day but he hasn’t played since April 3. 

That’s a substantial loss of players who log significant minutes at even 
strength and on the power play. 

“Without those guys, we’re not as deep, that’s the reality,” Blashill said 
Thursday. “Coming into the season, we weren’t as deep as some teams 
are. What I do know is we have to be a hard team to play against these 
last games for us to enjoy that feeling of victory. 

“How do you absorb injuries? One, you have to be really good 
defensively. Because without Larks, without Fabs, without Bert, without 
Bobby Ryan, we’ve lost firepower upfront. I don’t think we were a super 
high-scoring team to begin the year with, and certainly we’ve lost a lot of 
firepower. Really it goes along with the themes of the season, but it’s 
even more essential — we have to be great defensively.” 

Veteran Frans Nielsen is also done for the season with an undisclosed 
injury. 

Injuries are a part of professional sports, but that doesn’t lessen what a 
rotten situation this has been for the Wings. There was so much 
enthusiasm during training camp in early January, and not just because it 
meant the end of a 10-month layoff forced by the pandemic. It looked like 
the Wings would have a scoring line beyond Larkin, Bertuzzi and 
Anthony Mantha in Fabbri’s line with Ryan and Zadina — and that 
Vladislav Namestnikov and Sam Gagner would help make a third line 
dangerous offensively. 

After Ryan missed the first game because of injury, those lines played in 
the second game, on Jan. 16. 

By the third game, Fabbri was in COVID-19 protocol; by the fifth game, 
so was Zadina. By the time they were cleared to play, Bertuzzi had left 
the Jan. 30 game with a back injury. 

Blashill said it has not been determined if Bertuzzi will need surgery. He 
had a great start to the season, with five goals and two assists in nine 
games. 
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“It’s a great reminder for us how special every day is, how special every 
game is,” Blashill said “It’s been unfortunate for Bert. The focus for Bert is 
getting himself so he’s healthy at the start of next season.” 

Newcomer Jakub Vrana, who was acquired at the trade deadline in the 
Mantha deal, and youngsters such as Filip Zadina and Michael 
Rasmussen are among those who will be counted on to ameliorate the 
loss of so many top-six forwards. Joe Veleno is another possibility, once 
he is cleared to play. 

“Offensively, Vrana is definitely somebody who, when we made the 
trade, we talked about him filling some of the offense that Mantha had, 
and he can certainly do that,” Blashill said. “He’s got to contribute a high 
amount offensively, Zadina has to contribute offensively a high amount; 
those are guys that I think have played pretty well. Zadina’s growth has 
been really good, we are just going to continue to need a little more 
production. We are going to have score dirty goals, and that’s were a guy 
like Ras, I think he’s going to score around the net. He has to make sure 
he does that here over this stretch. 

“Everybody’s responsibility goes up a little bit, specifically when it comes 
to production.” 
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'He can change the complexion of the game': Vrana scores four as Red 
Wings rout Stars, 7-3 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — So, of course, with many of the Red Wings top offensive 
players missing due to injuries, the Wings explode for seven goals 
Thursday and win. 

And Jakub Vrana got most of them. 

The newly acquired Vrana was spectacular with four goals, as the Wings 
defeated Dallas 7-3, the seven goals a season-high for the Wings. 

We're offering a great deal on all-access subscriptions. Check it out here. 

It's the Wings' first victory over Dallas in the four-game series this week, 
which concludes Saturday at Little Caesars Arena. 

This, despite the fact the Stars desperately needed this game in a playoff 
chase while the Wings are decimated with injuries and trying to escape 
last place in the Central Division. 

But the Wings had Vrana, and that was a big checkmark on their side. 

"He is fast and he can shoot it, and those two things are undeniable," 
coach Jeff Blashill said. "Even tonight, the goals were goal scorer's 
goals, a lot of them. The way he finished, when you have the ability to 
finish, it can really alter the game." 

Interestingly, the last time a Wings player scored four goals in a game 
was Anthony Mantha, the player the Wings' traded to Washington for 
Vrana and Richard Panik (and draft picks), on October 6, 2019 — against 
the same Dallas Stars. 

"The locker room, it was nice, it felt great in there," said Vrana of the 
celebration after the game. "There are a great group of guys here. We've 
been missing some big key guys in the lineup and it's great to see the 
guys coming in, stepping up and playing great games and get the win.  

"We're trying to create some momentum." 

Vrana has five goals since arriving from Washington and has 16 for the 
season. Vrana secured the hat trick with a nifty breakaway goal at 10 

minutes, 9 seconds of the third period, extending the Wings' lead to 5-2, 
then made it 6-3 with a rebound goal at 15:48. 

"It's been a lot going on here and it's just trying not to think too much and 
what I can do to help the team as much as I can," Vrana said. "It's new 
for me and I'm just going out there and doing things I can do best and 
keep it simple and play hard and make every game count." 

Vrana's last two goals were example of his quick-strike ability and the 
way it can deflate opponents. 

"When you have a guy who can score on one shot, he can change the 
complexion of the game," Blashill said. "They were pushing and he got a 
breakaway and he scores and now you feel the game is in hand. They 
push again and he scores, and it's just constant momentum going our 
way, and going against the other team when you have guys like that." 

Luke Glendening, Panik (scoring his first as a Wing) and Sam Gagner 
(empty net) added the other Wings goals, as the Wings got contributions 
from players that'll need to come through in these waning games of the 
season. 

Goaltender Thomas Greiss made 43 saves to earn the victory. 

"He made a number of good saves and even in the end, he locked it 
down," Blashill said. "It just seemed as clean a game, he got to pucks 
and played the puck well, just as clean a game as he's played." 

The Wings (17-25-7) ended a three-game winless streak, while Dallas 
(19-15-12) lost its first regulation game in nine games. 

Radek Faksa (power play), Joe Pavelski and Denis Gurianov (power 
play) had Stars goals. 

BOX SCORE: Red Wings 7, Stars 3 

The Wings were missing forwards Dylan Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi, Robby 
Fabbri, Frans Nielsen and Bobby Ryan due to injuries. 

But players such as Vrana and Filip Zadina, among others, are players 
the Wings are hoping can supply much-needed offense in these final 
seven games. On Thursday, they certainly did. 

"He's (Larkin) a great leader of this group, and missing a guy like that in 
the lineup, there's guys coming into the lineup to be the difference out 
there," Vrana said. "Every one was doing their job real good and 
committed to get the win." 

Blashill didn't like some of the defensive aspects of the game from his 
team, but was pleased in many other areas, especially with so many key 
players out of the lineup. 

"It says our group cares a bunch and they compete real hard," Blashill 
said. "We weren't perfect, but they care a bunch and we have great 
character in that room. Right to the end of the game, our guys competed 
real hard." 

Vrana gave the Wings a 1-0 lead, converting a slick 2-on-1 play with 
Zadina. Vrana threaded a shot just over the shoulder of starting goalie 
Anton Khudobin at 9:50, just moments after Greiss made a key stop on a 
breakaway by Dallas forward Roope Hintz. 

Glendening pushed the lead to 2-0 with his sixth goal, at 15:35. 
Glendening screened Khudobin, and got his stick on Marc Staal's point 
shot, getting the puck past Khudobin. 

Panik made it 3-0 with just 10 seconds left in the first period, getting his 
first as a Wing and fourth goal this season. Panik flipped a shot to the 
net, but the puck eluded Khudobin and got through his legs. Panik, 
driving to the net, nudged the puck in. 

After Faksa (power play) cut the Wings' lead to 3-1, Vrana got his second 
goal and 14th of the season. Vrana skated into the slot and got his stick 
on Danny DeKeyser's shot from the high slot, the puck redirecting past 
goalie Jake Oettinger, who replaced Khudobin to begin the second 
period. 
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"There are still things we can be better at, little things out there we can do 
better of course, but we're happy with tonight's win after the road trip 
(winless two games)," Vrana said. 
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Red Wings rule Tyler Bertuzzi, Frans Nielsen out for season; Dylan 
Larkin day to day 

 

TED KULFAN  | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — Injuries have hit, and are hitting, the Red Wings as they head 
into the final days of the season. 

And the situation isn't getting any better. 

Coach Jeff Blashill announced after Thursday's morning skate the team 
has ruled out forwards Tyler Bertuzzi (upper body) and Frans Nielsen 
(lower body) for the remainder of the season. There are eight games left 
beginning Thursday against Dallas. 

But it hardly ends there. 

Forward Dylan Larkin (upper body), who was hurt late in Tuesday's game 
in Dallas, will not play Thursday and will have further evaluation on his 
injury. Blashill would not speculate on the severity of Larkin's injury, and 
there's a chance Larkin could miss more games. 

Forward Robby Fabbri (upper body) will also miss his 10th consecutive 
game Thursday, but he has been skating and is considered to day to 
day. 

Forward Bobby Ryan (upper body) was lost for the season in late March. 

And forward Joe Veleno, a prospect who completed his quarantine 
Sunday after returning from the Swedish Hockey League, still hasn't 
been cleared to play. Veleno suffered a mild concussion/whiplash late in 
the Swedish season and missed the final two weeks of the season. 

For subscribers: Zadina's more complete game has Wings optimistic 
about his future 

It's a lengthy list of players, but especially costly because of the offensive 
skill in that group. 

Larkin, Bertuzzi, Fabbri and Ryan all are key offensive players and 
important personnel on the power play. Without them in the lineup, the 
Wings are challenged offensively. 

"Without those guys we're not as deep, that's the reality," Blashill said 
after the morning skate. "Coming into the season we weren't as deep as 
some teams, and they (Thursday's opponent, Dallas) have had a lot of 
injuries, too, on their side. But you'd probably say they're a deeper team 
(at the start of the season), so it affects teams in different ways." 

The Wings have attempted to be more of a defensive team this season, 
especially as goals were scarce early in the schedule. 

Keeping opponents off the scoreboard will be crucial in this final stretch. 

"What I do know is we have to be a hard team to play against these last 
eight games for us to enjoy that feeling of victory," Blashill said. "One of 
the things of being a hard team to play against is not giving away easy 
(offensive) chances or easy goals, and that's where we failed the other 
night (Tuesday's 5-2 loss in Dallas). 

"It wasn't a game where we were on our heels or we got leaned on and 
leaned on, but we just made poor decisions and exposed the slot and 
areas that were uncharacteristic of our team. 

"So, how do you absorb injuries? You have to be real good defensively. 
Without Larks (Larkin), Fabbs (Fabbri), without Bert (Bertuzzi), and 
Bobby Ryan, we've lost firepower up front. We're not a super high-
scoring team to begin with and certainly we lost a lot of firepower, so we 
have to become, and it's been the theme of the season, we have to be 
great defensively." 

Here's where each of the injured players stand: 

►Bertuzzi: The news regarding Bertuzzi wasn't shocking by any means, 
considering he hadn't played since Jan. 30. 

But it put the exclamation point on a disappointing, almost lost season as 
Bertuzzi only played nine games, with five goals and two assists. 

There is speculation the injury to Bertuzzi could be back related. Blashill 
wouldn't divulge the nature of the injury, or whether surgery would be 
involved. 

"I don't have the answer (regarding surgery) today. Certainly it could (be 
an option)," Blashill said. 

It was a frustrating season for Bertuzzi, having only played the nine 
games in an already-shortened 56-game schedule. 

"You have a shortened season to begin with and lose the majority of the 
short season, there is a degree of it being a lost year," Blashill said. "It's a 
reminder to all of us of how special every day and every game is. 

"It's been unfortunate. The focus right now for Bert is getting himself so 
he's healthy at the start of next season and I know he'll work hard with 
our medical staff to try and get him to that position." 

►Nielsen: He was injured in Saturday's loss against Chicago, ending 
what was a difficult season for the veteran. 

Nielsen, who will turn 37 on Saturday, only played in 29 games with one 
goal and five assists. Blashill went a variety of younger players over 
Nielsen in the lineup, as Nielsen was a healthy scratch most games. 

The injury caps a disappointing stint for Nielsen, who has one season left 
on a six-year, $31.5 million contract ($5.25 million salary cap hit) and 
could be a buyout candidate this summer. 

Blashill praised Nielsen, an alternate captain, for exemplifying leadership 
in a hard year. 

"There were a number of nights he was a healthy scratch. He started the 
year not with the main group (in training camp), and he did a great job of 
showing what an unselfish teammate he is," Blashill said. "Certainly he 
didn't agree with all my decisions and he wasn't accepting that 
necessarily (being a healthy scratch), but he was a great example of how 
you handle yourself when you do go through those types of things. You 
go and work your butt off in practice and be ready as you can, and 
Franzie has done that. Every time he went into games, he seemed to do 
a good job. 

"It's unfortunate he can't help us finish the season." 

►Larkin: Hurt on a face-off late in Tuesday's game, Larkin didn't play 
Thursday and will be further evaluated Friday to get a better indication of 
where he's at physically. 

There is a chance Larkin could miss more games. 

"There's potential of that, but I just don't want to give incorrect information 
right now," Blashill said. "He'll have further tests and we hope to have 
more (information) on Saturday." 

►Fabbri: His last game was April 3, and although he's been skating in 
practices and morning skates, he remains out of the lineup. 

With 10 goals in 30 games this season, the Wings dearly miss Fabbri's 
offense in the 10 games he's missed. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 23, 2021 

 

"He's day to day," Blashill said of Fabbri's availability, acknowledging 
sometimes that can mean multiple days before returning. "He's skated 
with us in a non-contact jersey, so we'll see." 

►Ryan: He had seven goals and seven assists in 33 games before his 
season ended after the March 28 game against Columbus. 

The question with Ryan, 34, now becomes whether the Wings re-sign the 
veteran, who can be an unrestricted free agent, to a new contract this 
summer. 

►Veleno: The Wings would like to get the 2018 first-round draft pick into 
an NHL game this season, but Veleno has yet to be cleared to play. 

Veleno suffered concussion symptoms and whiplash during an on-ice 
collision late in the Swedish season, missed two weeks of playing time 
and then had to conclude a week-long quarantine. 

He has skated with the Wings this week and appears to be close to 
joining the lineup. There certainly are positions in the lineup Veleno could 
fill. 

"He's not cleared to play yet, and until he's cleared to play, he's not in," 
Blashill said. "He's on his way toward being cleared. There's a certain 
ramp up he has to follow and we're following that. We're going to make 
sure that he's completely healthy before we put him in there." 
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Red Wings need refresher on defensive fundamentals as series with 
Stars continues 

 

By Ansar Khan  

 

Several blowout losses aside, the Detroit Red Wings are better 
defensively than they were last season. It is the one area in which they 
have improved. 

That wasn’t apparent, however, from their rash of fundamental defensive 
mistakes in Tuesday’s 5-2 loss to the Dallas Stars at American Airlines 
Center. 

Blown coverage allowed the Stars unfettered access to the area in front 
of the Detroit net, leading to three goals. Another was the result of a 
turnover. Dallas capped the night with an empty-net goal. 

“I think this crew has been pretty good defensively. We haven’t given up 
many Grade A (scoring opportunities) compared to the rest of the 
league,” Red Wings coach Jeff Blashill said. “Tonight, I thought we were 
terrible defensively in those situations. We competed like crazy in the 
offensive zone. We were on them. We worked hard. Then they came 
down and we gave easy goals away. We have to be a great defensive 
team. What happened tonight isn’t good enough.” 

The Stars (19-14-12) have won four in a row and are 6-0-2 in their past 
eight, moving to within one point of Nashville in the race for the fourth 
and final playoff spot in the Central Division. 

The Red Wings (16-25-7) are winless in three (0-2-1). 

Dallas scored three unanswered goals in the first period. The latter two, 
by Jason Robertson and Joe Pavelski, were the result of players being 
able to skate into the slot without much or any resistance. 

That continued in the second period when Jamie Oleksiak scored at 3:36 
to make it 4-0. Jonathan Bernier, who had little chance of stopping any of 
the goals, was replaced by Thomas Greiss at that point. 

“Bernie has been fantastic for us this year,” Sam Gagner said. “He’s 
worked his way back from injury. We could do a better job of giving him a 
chance in some of those goals, They’re Grade A chances that are going 
to be hard to stop. We need to do a better job of keeping things to the 
outside, but we let them get to the inside too much. 

“As forwards, it’s part of our job to be collapsing in the D-zone and 
making sure we’re not giving up those chances. Back pressure, not 
getting beat up the ice, those are really important things for us as a team 
that the coaching staff has been on us for, and for the most part we’ve 
done a good job. Tonight, we get it slip.” 

The teams continue their unique four-game series Thursday and 
Saturday at Little Caesars Arena. 

“We have to have simple defensive principles of protecting the slot, riding 
your check back to the net, and when you’re above people stay above 
people,” Blashill said. 

“We can’t be a team that’s chasing the game like that. We got to be a 
team that’s air-tight defensively.” 

Larkin fights, scores, gets hurt 

Red Wings captain Dylan Larkin was shaken up with about two minutes 
remaining in the game following an offensive-zone face-off. He headed 
off the bench and stayed there for the duration. 

“He was in some pain, so we’ll have to see,” Blashill said. “I don’t have 
much to update right now, so we’ll see where he’s at for Thursday.” 

Larkin scored a couple minutes before getting hurt to cut his team’s 
deficit to 4-2. It was only his ninth goal of the season and third in the past 
21 games. 

“Offensive players care about scoring,” Blashill said. “It matters to them, 
matters to their confidence. But that’s not how I judge Dylan at all. 

“I judge Dylan on how he leads this hockey team, No. 1, and making sure 
he’s leading by example to build a foundation of winning hockey, and 
then the completeness of his game. Certainly, we need him to produce 
offense as well. So, I judge Dylan more on other things than just scoring, 
but certainly for his sake it’s always good for offensive guys to score.” 

Larkin took exception to a cross-check from Esa Lindell at the end of the 
second period and starting a scrap with the defenseman. 
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Careless defense, poor start lead to Red Wings’ downfall in Dallas 

 

By Ansar Khan  

 

Careless team defense led to a poor start, resulting in the Detroit Red 
Wings’ downfall Tuesday. 

The Dallas Stars raced out to a three-goal lead in the first period and 
cruised to a 5-2 victory at American Airlines Center. 

Dallas (19-14-12) has won the first two games of this unique four-game 
series, which shifts to Little Caesars Arena for games on Thursday and 
Saturday. 

Detroit (16-25-7) is winless in three (0-2-1) following a season-long three-
game winning streak. Valtteri Filppula and Dylan Larkin scored for the 
Red Wings. 

The Red Wings have improved defensively this season, but that wasn’t 
apparent on this night, as breakdowns in coverage allowed the Stars to 
have free reign in the area in front of the net. 
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Jamie Oleksiak scored at 3:36 of the second period to put the Stars 
ahead 4-0. That prompted coach Jeff Blashill to replace Jonathan Bernier 
(four goals against on 12 shots) with Thomas Greiss. 

The Red Wings’ defensive lapses were best illustrated by that fourth 
goal. They had three players back, but Vladislav Namestnikov and 
Richard Panik failed to cover Oleksiak in the slot and he one-timed pass 
from Denis Gurianov past Bernier. 

The Red Wings responded quickly, as Filppula converted a pass from 
Jakub Vrana on a two-on-one at 4:51. 

Larkin trimmed his team’s deficit to 4-2 with 3:47 remaining in the third 
period, after Greiss was pulled for the extra skater. 

But Dallas shut them down the rest of the way. Blake Comeau scored an 
empty-net goal with 53 seconds remaining. Jake Oettinger made 24 
saves for the win. 

The Stars put the Red Wings on their heels early, scoring twice in a span 
of 3:14 to lead 2-0 barely five minutes into the game. 

Tanner Kero scored at 2:53, whipping in a one-timer on what resulted in 
a two-on-one break after Marc Staal’s giveaway in the zone was followed 
by Jamie Benn chipping the puck past Luke Glendening and onto Kero’s 
stick. 

Jason Robertson made it 2-0 at 5:07. Blown coverage allowed him to 
cruise into the slot and covert a pass from Jason Dickinson. 

Joe Pavelski added to the lead at 14:17 on an easy tap-in from a pass by 
Roope Hintz, who was left all alone in front of the net. 
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Jakub Vrána’s four-goal game gives the Red Wings something to dream 
on 

 

By Max Bultman Apr 22, 2021  

  

Jakub Vrána didn’t want to watch. 

Sitting on the home bench after the Red Wings’ 7-3 win over the Stars on 
Thursday, minutes removed from his fourth goal of the evening, the Bally 
Sports Detroit broadcast told Vrána they were going to put his goals on 
the jumbotron as he broke down his monstrous night. Vrána had never 
scored four goals before in the NHL. He said he didn’t know what to say, 
adding that it felt great and then giving praise to his teammates. As he 
spoke, Bally Sports’ John Keating came to a realization. 

“You don’t like watching your own goals, do you?” 

“No,” Vrána said. “I don’t.” 

That would make him the only one. 

In his fourth game since being traded to Detroit as part of a package for 
winger Anthony Mantha, Vrána didn’t just put four pucks in the net to 
power the Red Wings to victory. He gave the team something it’s been 
missing. 

The last player to score four goals in a game for the Red Wings was 
Mantha, in a game in October 2019. At the time, that game, which was 
also against the Stars, was a glimpse into Mantha’s ability to change a 
game — the tantalizing blend of size, speed, shot and skill that made it 
possible for him to turn his team’s fortunes in an instant. 

That blend didn’t always come together consistently in Detroit, but when 
the Red Wings dealt Mantha to the Capitals last week for Vrána, forward 
Richard Pánik (who also scored Thursday) and a 2021 first-round pick 

and 2022 second-rounder, memories like that Dallas game were the 
source of one of the few questions about the trade. The Red Wings got a 
handsome return in the deal, but would they really be able to replace 
Mantha’s offensive upside? Vrána had certainly scored at a high level 
with the Capitals, but in transitioning from one of the NHL’s best teams to 
one of its worst, would he be able to produce under much tougher 
circumstances? Would he change games in a matter of moments? 

In the grand scheme, those questions may not be fully answered for 
years. But on Thursday, at least, the answers were: yes, yes and yes. Or 
rather: yes, yes, yes and yes. 

“He’s fast, and he can shoot it,” Detroit coach Jeff Blashill said. “Those 
two things are undeniable. Even tonight, the goals were goal-scorer’s 
goals — a lot of them — the way he finished. When you have that ability 
to finish, it can really alter a game.” 

Vrána opened the scoring off a first-period pass from Filip Zadina, who 
teed up his new teammate for a perfectly placed snap shot. His second 
came on a redirection in the slot in the second period. 

It was Vrána’s third goal, though, that was the highlight of the night. In 
the third period, he forced a turnover at the defensive blue line, scooped 
up the puck for a breakaway and then rifled it past Stars goalie Jake 
Oettinger. It was Vrána’s best skills at their most visible — the kind of 
play that’s all too tempting to envision him replicating multiple times with 
the Red Wings. 

THROW YOUR HATS! #LGRW PIC.TWITTER.COM/J007N1KEDQ 

— DETROIT RED WINGS (@DETROITREDWINGS) APRIL 23, 2021 

“He’s got some of that ability to self-generate, because of his speed,” 
Blashill said. “That’s what speed guys can do: They don’t need, 
necessarily, great passes. They can self-generate, and he’s done that a 
little bit. … Some guys need 10 shots to score, some guys can score on 
one shot. And he’s one of those guys that really has a special ability to 
score goals.” 

Thursday, his four goals came on six shots. The fourth and final tally was 
the gravy: a seeing-eye backhander on a rebound that snuck in off the 
post. It was the kind of goal you get when it’s really your night. And it 
was. 

Vrána won’t get those ones to go too often, just like he won’t have many 
(or possibly any) more nights with Thursday’s goal total. But a night like 
this, and a player like Vrána, gives a franchise that’s been through the 
wringer in recent years (and still isn’t out of it) something to dream on as 
the rebuild rolls along: the knowledge that at any given moment, Vrána 
can make something happen. The 25-year-old winger now has six points 
(including five goals) in four games with his new team. 

And playing for a rebuilder should allow him plenty of opportunities to 
create those moments. Vrána never averaged 15 minutes per game in 
his five years in Washington, but he has topped that mark in all four 
games in Detroit thus far (although funny enough, Thursday saw him play 
his fewest minutes yet with the Red Wings, 15:07, likely due to Dallas 
getting four power plays compared to one for Detroit). 

“I like when somebody gives me a chance,” Vrána said. “And I want to 
(make) the most of it, and I take this as a chance, as an opportunity for 
me.” 

That opportunity should continue to grow, and this game showed why. All 
season, Detroit has struggled to score. The Red Wings average 2.31 
goals per game, 30th in the league. That’s the plight of being the less-
talented team most nights. 

They have to make the most of their chances, and Vrána gives them a 
player who can do that, and then some. 

“You don’t have to necessarily outplay your opponent to win when you 
can score,” Blashill said. “I’ve coached really good teams where we’ve 
not necessarily played well and won 6-2, and you do that because you 
can score. And so when you have a guy who can score in just one 
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instant, and score on one shot, he can change the complexion of the 
game. And (on the third goal) they were pushing, he gets a breakaway, 
he scores. And now you feel like the game’s in hand. They push again, 
he scores. 

“It’s just constant momentum going our way and going against the other 
team when you have guys that can score like that.” 

The fact Vrána had never had a game quite like this before Thursday is 
worth repeating because, given his impressive start with his new team, 
it’s misleadingly alluring to believe the goals will be this automatic going 
forward. They won’t be. 

But while Vrána won’t be able to outscore the Red Wings’ problems 
single-handedly going forward, the skill set he put on display was 
nonetheless promising for his ability to still flourish away from the 
Capitals’ star-studded lineup. That’s key for the Red Wings, as a team 
and as a franchise. And perhaps he can continue to develop some new 
chemistry with Zadina, another young winger who can help the Red 
Wings manufacture offense. 

“He (made) a great pass on that first goal,” Vrána said. “He’s a really 
offensive player. We’re trying to work on things out there together, trying 
to help each other out, and that’s a good sign going forward here to 
create something.” 

If they do, then more highlights will follow. 

Vrána may not want to watch them. 

But the rest of the city won’t be able to look away. 
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The Athletic / What we’re hearing: Who’s going to be working on ESPN’s 
NHL broadcasts, virtual reality training and more 

 

By Sean Shapiro Apr 22, 2021 

 

In roughly six months, ESPN will be a central figure for hockey in the 
United States for at least the next seven years as the primary national TV 
partner and host of the NHL’s out-of-market streaming package. 

It’s been seven weeks since ESPN and the NHL announced a seven-
year deal worth $420 million annually and on a macro-level it’s simple — 
the NHL is back on ESPN, and across the board, it’s created buzz for 
those in NHL front offices. But on a micro-level, some of the finer details 
have yet to be either hammered out or revealed, which has led to some 
understandable questions. 

Some of the questions have simple answers, others are more 
convoluted. So here’s what we know and have been tracking on what the 
hockey television landscape will look like with ESPN in the fold. 

So far ESPN has made it known that its typical hockey-leaning talent will 
be working NHL coverage in some capacity. That means viewers should 
expect to see and hear from John Buccigross, Steve Levy, Linda Cohn 
and Barry Melrose more often. 

Those specific roles have yet to be sorted, but you can follow the 
breadcrumbs on what they might look like. 

Levy is well-respected in the industry as a hockey play-by-play 
announcer. He was a fixture when ESPN had national rights in the ’90s 
and early 2000s, and did play-by-play when ESPN had the rights to the 
2016 World Cup of Hockey. Buccigross has been more of an in-studio 
host, but has served as the play-by-play voice of the Frozen Four, and 
could be in line for a similar role with NHL games. 

Cohn already hosts an ESPN+ show “In the Crease” that will continue to 
be available there, and should be one of the top candidates to host a 
planned weekly NHL TV show on ESPN or ESPN2. 

ESPN has hockey writers in Emily Kaplan and Greg Wyshynski who are 
expected to get more television time with ESPN promoting the NHL. 
Kaplan, in particular, has already become more of a common face on 
ESPN’s TV properties both covering hockey and as a panelist on 
“Around the Horn.” 

Mark Gross, ESPN’s senior vice-president of production and remote 
events, recently told Front Office Sports that ESPN would like to hire an 
established news breaker, similar to the role ESPN currently has in the 
NBA with Adrian Wojnarowski. 

For the rest of the broadcast, there’s a waiting game going on right now 
within hockey broadcasting as the NHL still hasn’t finalized a B package, 
which is likely going to come in with a $200 million annual price tag. 

Once the B package is finalized, broadcasters can start mobilizing and 
reacting to the potential landing spots. Broadcast contracts, particularly 
those covering hockey for NBC, typically run through the end of this 
season to coincide with the expiration of the NHL rights, setting up both 
the on-air talent and the network for better flexibility. 

If NBC gets the B package, and it’s still the betting favorite at this point, 
it’s expected that NBC will try to retain some of its more frequent play-by-
play announcers and analysts, like Kenny Albert, John Forslund, 
Brendan Burke, Eddie Olcyzk, Brian Boucher, Pierre McGuire and AJ 
Mleczko. 

In a situation where the NHL and NBC split, Albert and Forslund would 
be high on the list for producers at both ESPN and whichever network 
lands the B package, likely Fox in this scenario. 

Either way, the voice of the Stanley Cup Final in the United States is 
going to change, starting this summer after NBC held off on naming a 
single replacement for the now-retired Mike Emrick as the network’s top 
play-by-play broadcaster. Albert appears to be the front-runner to call the 
Stanley Cup Final in 2021 on NBC, which also likely indicates he’d have 
a similar role in three of the next seven Stanley Cup Finals if NBC lands 
the B package. 

Gary Thorne was the voice of hockey on ESPN from 1992 and 2004 and 
called the Stanley Cup-clinching game in all but one year during that 
time. ESPN’s return to the NHL, and the promises of the theme song 
returning, have prompted sentimental hopes on social media that Thorne 
will be back in a similar role. 

Thorne has said he’s interested, per The Athletic’s Richard Deitsch, but 
at this point, it seems unlikely that any return for Thorne would be 
centered around the top play-by-play role and calling the Stanley Cup 
Final. As one source put it, “I would think ESPN would like a younger 
voice and broadcaster in that role in the top spot.” 

Another common question, from Canadian readers, has been what 
happens with TSN and ESPN. 

ESPN and The Sports Network are partners and loosely linked. ESPN 
Inc. is a minority owner (30 percent equity) of TSN with Bell Media, but 
after that, they exist as two different companies. 

ESPN employees are not TSN employees and vice versa, those that 
have been employed by both in the past have worked out separate 
contracts, and because of geography, those contracts aren’t considered 
competing. 

TSN and ESPN are able to share content, something that in the past has 
been more one of one-way street of ESPN content getting exported to 
Canada. With ESPN having a renewed interest in the NHL, there will 
likely be more instances of TSN programming being made available to 
ESPN customers, typically on a platform like ESPN+. 

For example, this week TSN TradeCentre was available on ESPN+ and 
then simulcast on ESPN2 for two hours near the end of the NHL trade 
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deadline. It’s an easy way to beef up ESPN+, particularly around some of 
the NHL tentpole events like free agency and the draft. 

Speaking of ESPN+ … 

One of the main questions about the ESPN/NHL deal has been what will 
the out-of-market package product look like when it moves from NHL.TV 
into ESPN+ starting next season. 

For example, NHL.TV offers viewers the ability to pick a feed, games 
currently on ESPN+ pick up the home team feed. How will that change 
for the 2021-22 season? What about archived games? 

And, at this point, that’s all still being worked out and finalized, according 
to a spokesperson from ESPN. 

One thing that is clear, is that the out-of-market package will still be 
subject to local blackout rules. 

Virtual reality 

On Thursday, the New Jersey Devils are going to announce they’ve 
partnered with Sense Arena as the team’s official Cognitive Training 
Tool. 

Sense Arena is a virtual reality off-ice training program that focuses on 
sharpening reaction skills and provides a chance to adapt to game 
situations in virtual reality. 

The Devils are the fifth NHL team to partner with Sense Arena. The 
Vegas Golden Knights and Los Angeles Kings are also partners while 
two other NHL teams have partnered with Sense Arena but aren’t public 
about it, according to Sense Arena Founder and CEO Bob Tetiva. 

Sense Arena has seen an uptick in usage during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and has turned into a common training tool for goaltenders. 
According to Tetiva, close to 40 professional goalies have used Sense 
Arena’s goaltending program loaded onto an Oculus headset. 

“It started with Antoine Bibeau when he was with the Colorado Avalanche 
last summer (during the stoppage),” Tetiva said. “He asked to try it out 
and really liked it, that led to us getting calls from agents about getting 
something for their clients, and the ball really started rolling.” 

Kings goalie coach Bill Ranford was a consultant on the goalie drills for 
Sense Arena, and the Kings have used the program with their 
goaltenders as a training device for both those under NHL contract and 
those in the prospect pool. 

The goalie training requires minimal space, Tetiva jokes you could do in 
your kitchen, and tests reflexes and positioning in reading shots. 

Here’s an example. 

Usage for goalies launched the product, but Sense Arena has seen 
growing use for skaters, which requires more space and a specific Sense 
Arena off-ice training module. 

Here’s an example of a drill from the player module. 

The average Sense Arena user spends about an hour per week with the 
virtual reality headset, and Tetiva said it’s used more frequently for youth 
and junior training while NHL teams, like the Devils, are now embracing 
the technology. 

For the Devils, one of the key parts of the partnership is using Sense 
Arena as a rehabilitation tool for players coming back from injury. With 
the use of a VR headset, players can run through game-type drills 
without contact and work on reaction speed. 

Long term, Tetiva sees virtual reality as a more common fixture for NHL 
clubs for both game preparation and scouting. For example, Tetiva 
pictures goalies using a headset before the game to both warmup 
reflexes, while also getting a first-person look at the opposing team’s 
power play. 

“It won’t take too long, but sometime soon it’ll be a head coach having 
the entire team put on a headset for a team meeting, and then a coach 
can go over something specific and give the players a first-hand view of 
what they’ll see in that spot in the game,” Tetiva said. 

Sense Arena is also working into the direct-to-consumer space, and 
launch a “Sense Arena for Players” module that costs $500. It’s a deeper 
dive into grabbing a larger share of the market after overall sales have 
quadrupled during COVID-19 and the company is adding close to 500 
new players each quarter. 

Odds and Ends 

It wasn’t the driving reason why the NHL and ESPN hammered out such 
a digitally-focused national television deal, but streaming partnerships in 
Europe and Russia were used as test models by the league before taking 
the digital leap with ESPN for the start of the 2021-22 season. “Our 
international distribution and the success we’ve had with that, particularly 
in the Nordics and Russia for example, was a good test model and gave 
us a lot of comfort on the technical side and the usage side that we saw 
there,” said David Proper, the NHL’s senior executive vice president of 
media & international strategy. “I’m not gonna say that drove what we did 
in the U.S., because it didn’t, but it certainly gave us a comfort level that it 
can be successful.” 

The early market has been set for NHL players and non-fungible tokens 
(NFTs). Matthew Tkachuk’s NFT, the “Matthew Tkachuk Genesis” sold 
for $27,954 (USD). Tkachuk was the first NHL player to jump into the 
NFT market space, and he donated the proceeds from the sale to the St. 
Louis Children’s Hospital and the Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation. 
Auston Matthews had a 107-piece NFT collection sell last week with a 
total proceed close to $200,000. The top item, a one-of-one piece that 
was digitally signed by Matthews, sold for the equivalent of $95,000 at 
auction. 

Episode 3 of “Men in Blazers On Ice,” the digital interview series hosted 
by Roger Bennett of the “Men in Blazers,” was launched last week with a 
conversation with Tampa Bay Lightning forward Pat Maroon. 

When it comes to local television rights and market, all of the United 
States is now spoken for from an NHL perspective. Starting with the 
2021-22 season the Seattle Kraken will have their games regionally 
broadcast in Alaska through ROOT Sports. The Last Frontier was the last 
spot in the United States that wasn’t currently claimed by an NHL 
franchise. Ryan S. Clark covered more on the Kraken’s Alaska ties in 
February. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Foligno makes lasting first impression in Maple Leafs win 
over Jets 

 

Chris Johnston 

 

Two weeks removed from game action and 24 hours out of a rink-free 
quarantine, Nick Foligno vowed to keep the shifts short. And through two 
periods of his Toronto Maple Leafs debut, he did. 

But in the final 20 minutes of a tight game where his team “had to turn 
the lightbulbs on there,” in the words of head coach Sheldon Keefe, that 
meant asking a lot more of Foligno to help salt away the lead. 

“He’s just a very smart player,” said Keefe. “He does a lot of little things 
really well that help you win games.” 

Home of the Leafs 
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Stream 38 Toronto Maple Leafs games this season with Sportsnet NOW. 
Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

It was only fitting that Foligno helped ice Thursday’s 5-3 victory over the 
Winnipeg Jets by carrying the puck into the offensive zone, spinning off a 
desperation check from Kyle Connor and finding Mitch Marner for an 
easy empty netter. Marner immediately scooped up the puck as a 
souvenir. 

That capped a two-minute shift which allowed the Leafs to halt their 
winless streak at five games and restored their six-point advantage over 
Winnipeg in the North Division. 

It also underscored why management surrendered a haul of draft picks to 
acquire the heart-and-soul winger at the trade deadline when more 
dynamic offensive options were available. 

Foligno fills a specific role and need. He skated on the left wing beside 
Auston Matthews and Marner -- each of whom had dominant, three-point 
nights -- and wasn’t a drag on two of the NHL’s premier scorers. But 
much like the injured Zach Hyman, he offered a different element than 
the superstars with a heavy forecheck, some physicality and situational 
awareness. 

“He’s easy to play with,” said Matthews. “I think you kind of just know 
what to expect from him every night; he’s going to work really hard, he 
can make plays, he’s skilled, he’s really good in and around the net. 
Really good hands. 

“He’s just easy. He talks a lot out there.” 

The fact Keefe leaned so heavily on Foligno after not even having him 
participate in a practice yet speaks volumes about how much he’s 
already trusted. This was a game the Leafs badly needed after blowing 
consecutive multi-goal leads in Vancouver and seeing an early 2-0 
advantage over the Jets shrunk to 4-3 by the second intermission. 

Foligno felt “pretty crappy” during his first few shifts following a seven-day 
quarantine at his summer house in Sudbury, Ont., and was surprised 
with how out of sync the pre-game routine and warmups felt after nine 
years with the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

Remaining Time -2:16 

Foligno already having fun playing with Matthews, Marner 

Where comfort returned was during the seven-plus minutes of ice time he 
played in a tight third period. The Jets pose a serious threat to the Leafs’ 
ambitions and it became a battle with the game in the balance. It’s the 
kind of thing both teams are trying to steel themselves for with the 
playoffs looming. 

For all the warm sentiment baked into this union -- with Foligno dusting 
off his father Mike’s No. 71 Leafs sweater, not to mention a 28-year-old 
Leafs ballcap for interviews -- both parties are in this for the same thing. 

“I think what I’ll remember most is the win,” said Foligno. “That’s what I 
came here to do, and help [with]. It was just so fun to battle with these 
guys. You could tell their attention to detail, how much they care. It’s fun 
to be in a room like that where you can tell they’re working towards 
something. 

“I want to help in any way I can be a part of that.” 

In recent days the mood around the team had grown more tense with 
injuries and losses mounting -- “Definitely was weighing on us,” said 
goaltender Jack Campbell, after a bounce-back 34-save performance of 
his own. “I mean we’re competitors and we have a high standard in our 
dressing room. It’s safe to say it wasn’t acceptable” -- and introducing 
Foligno helped change the vibe. 

“It put some fire in our belly and we were all ready to go,” said Campbell. 

“He did a great job for coming off those seven days [in quarantine],” 
added Marner. “Played a hell of a game with me and Matts.” 

Foligno immediately brings more balance to the top six, with Alex 
Galchenyuk now dropped to a spot alongside the red-hot John Tavares 
and William Nylander, and once Hyman returns from his knee sprain 
they’ll have an awfully deep third line, too. 

He doesn’t need to be a game-breaker to make a difference and he’s one 
more trusted hand for his coach. As far as first impressions go, this was a 
good one. 

“Special just to be out there and have this opportunity,” said Foligno. “I 
appreciate it so much and I’m going to do whatever I can to make the 
most of it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Blue Jackets' Merzlikins: 'I just want to finish and delete 
this year' 

Brutally honest Merzlikins calls Blue Jackets’ losing streak ‘embarrassing’ 

Elvis Merzlikins didn’t hold back in his postgame press conference after 
the Blue Jackets’ eighth consecutive loss, saying it’s “getting 
embarrassing” and that he doesn’t want the team to get to the point 
Buffalo was in earlier this season. 

 

Josh Beneteau April 22, 2021, 11:04 PM 

 

The Columbus Blue Jackets have been one of the more disappointing 
teams in the NHL this season, following up two impressive playoff 
performances by torpedoing to the bottom of the Central Division 
standings. 

The season has hit a new low for the team recently and Thursday's 3-1 
loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning extended its current winless streak to 
eight games (0-7-1). Since March 22, the Blue Jackets have the worst 
winning percentage in the NHL, .176, and a 2-13-2 record. 

After Thursday's loss, goaltender Elvis Merzlikins opened up about how 
difficult it is to play when the team is losing as often as it is. 

"I'm tired. I'm tired of losing the game," Merzlikins said. "I know we are 
trying but this is getting embarrassing." 

Much of the Blue Jackets' struggles this season have been on offence, 
with the team entering play Thursday 28th in the NHL with 2.37 goals per 
game. The team's 2.00 goals per game rate in April is the worst in the 
NHL. 

For his part, Merzlikins has been decent this season, posting a .910 save 
percentage in 22 games entering play Thursday, which is slightly down 
from the .923 save percentage that helped him finish fifth in Calder 
Trophy voting last season. 

Those numbers aren't likely to improve in the finals weeks of the season. 
With the playoffs out of reach, the team's roster is a shell of the group 
that has made the post-season in each of the past four years. Long-time 
veterans David Savard, Nick Foligno and Riley Nash were traded at the 
deadline while key players Zach Werenski and Boone Jenner are out 
with season-ending injuries. 

Add in living under the difficult restrictions that come with a global 
pandemic and this has been a trying season all around for the Blue 
Jackets. The team only has seven games left before it can put it behind 
them. 
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"It is what it is. I'm going to be honest with you guys, it's painful," 
Merzlikins said. "It's just really (such) a bad year I just want to finish and 
delete this year and not think about it." 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.23.2021 

1210317 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' imperfections return as special teams hand 
Senators win 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER -- OK, so it turns out the Vancouver Canucks are not 
going to run the table and win their final 19 games to make the Stanley 
Cup playoffs. 

It took all the way until Game 3, on Thursday, for the Canucks to remind 
everyone of their imperfections as Vancouver lost 3-0 to the last-place 
Ottawa Senators after emerging this week from their COVID-19 crisis 
with two wins against the first-place Toronto Maple Leafs. 

The Canucks’ biggest advantage in those victories, besides emotion and 
adrenalin, was provided by goalie Braden Holtby. Vancouver starter 
Thatcher Demko, whose return from the coronavirus took a couple of 
days longer, started Thursday for the first time since March 24 but was 
unable to outplay Ottawa goalie Matt Murray. 

To be fair, Demko would have needed to be perfect just to match Murray, 
and goaltending wasn’t the Canucks’ issue against the Senators. Special 
teams were. 

Home of the Canucks 

Stream every Vancouver Canucks game this season with Sportsnet 
NOW. Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Vancouver coach Travis Green admitted after the morning skate that he 
had been going “back and forth” whether to practise or rest his team 
between games after a total of 21 players tested positive for COVID-19 
and mostly spent the last two weeks trying to get better. 

Thursday’s game should tip the scales towards practice, although Green 
said afterwards he would still be resting some players Friday as the 
Canucks get ready for the second of four straight games against the 
Senators, on Saturday. 

The Canucks looked poor Thursday -- and their results were awful -- on 
both the power play and penalty kill. Despite a decent push in the second 
half of the game and outshooting Ottawa 27-14 at even strength, 
Vancouver was unable to play itself back from the two power-play goals it 
surrendered in the first period when the Canucks were taking three 
straight penalties. 

Sure, there was an element of luck to both as Nick Paul bounced a shot 
in off teammate Tim Stützle at 9:17, and Drake Batherson made it 2-0 at 
15:57 from a pass that caromed fortuitously to him off the skate of 
Canucks defenceman Tyler Myers. 

But bad luck had nothing to do with a frigid Vancouver power play that 
went 0-for-4 and wrung only six saves from Murray in eight minutes of 
advantage time. 

The Senators’ 29th-ranked road power play finished 2-for-4. 

“That was the difference in the game,” Green said. “They get two power 
play goals and we don't. We gave up a couple of (shorthanded) chances 
as well on the power play. When you give up two, and you don't get any 
and you lose 3-0 with an empty net, that's a big part of the game.” 

Remaining Time -1:16 

Tkachuk drops gloves with Hamonic after taking run at Highmore 

The Canucks haven’t practised yet since returning Sunday from the 
biggest COVID-19 outbreak of the National Hockey League season. 
Wary of the energy levels among his still-recovering players, Green gave 
his team days off Monday and Wednesday. The power play looked like it 
could use practising. 

“That's one thing we have been practising,” Green said. “That's not an 
excuse. We've practised every morning skate on the power play, so it 
hasn't been lack of practice there.” 

The Canucks’ emotional energy against the Leafs made up for whatever 
shortfall of physical energy the team had after its ordeal. But in the first 
period on Thursday, Vancouver looked at least a little like a team of 
COVID-19 survivors, a step behind the Senators and just generally not 
sharp. 

“I thought the first period was probably the one period (so far) it felt like 
maybe we were off,” Green said. “We took three penalties, and that really 
takes some momentum out of your game. And obviously you're down 2-0 
that makes you feel a certain way. But I thought we had some good 
energy. 

“I thought we still had a few players that need to play better, though. At 
our top (of the lineup) we had a couple of guys, and in our bottom, that 
need to step up and play better at this time of year. But I thought we had 
good energy. I thought our compete level was pretty good.” 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Green didn’t name names and we’re not going to guess whom he had in 
mind, partly because we have no way of knowing which players are still 
suffering lingering effects from their illnesses. There have been enough 
media guesses, with varying degrees of accuracy, about the health of 
players and their families. 

“I don't know if anyone's really at 100 (per cent),” Demko admitted. 
“COVID took a toll on us and obviously it's tough taking that much time 
off. But you've got a job to do, come in and win some games here. That's 
what everyone's geared towards.” 

After Holtby faced 79 shots in just over 48 hours against the Leafs, 
Green chose to get Demko back in net. The Canucks’ starter didn’t rejoin 
the team until Tuesday, and on Thursday stopped 22 of 24 shots. 

His post-game Zoom call was the first time Demko has spoken with 
reporters since he agreed to a five-year, $25-million-US contract 
extension on March 31, then got sick. 

“I struggled with it,” Demko said of COVID-19’s aggressive P.1 variant. “I 
think a lot of guys did. It was tough on the body. The biggest thing for me 
was just some fatigue, just the body aches and some of the brain fog 
stuff that you've seen in the media... stuff that comes with COVID. I just 
wanted to make sure I was feeling better before I got back in the lineup 
and obviously it’s a tough situation for everyone that was dealing with it.” 

There is still the tough situation in the standings, too, as Thursday’s loss 
left the Canucks 10 points back of the Montreal Canadiens with four 
games in-hand in the race for the final playoff spot in the Canadian 
division. 

“We kind of had a sluggish start,” winger J.T. Miller said, meaning 
Thursday’s game. “They kind of outskated us to some pucks and drew 
penalties and found a way to capitalize on some bounces. We were kind 
of chasing it a little bit.” 

There’s a lot more chasing to do. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Lucic credits support network for helping him heal 
after father's passing 

 

Eric Francis 

 

Cake pops and a Sleeman Honey Brown. 

Those were the gifts Milan Lucic and his children left at his father’s 
Vancouver gravesite exactly one year ago. 

Small but meaningful tokens of appreciation for the many things Dobro 
Lucic gave Milan throughout his life. 

It was the latest in a series of emotional visits the family has made to visit 
the final resting spot of the beloved Serbian immigrant, but the first on the 
anniversary of his passing. 

Thursday marks six years since Milan’s dad took his own life at age 59, 
sending one of the NHL’s toughest men into a spiral that required the 
help of many to work through. 

“Obviously it’s a shock — it’s something you never would have 
expected,” the Calgary Flames winger said. 

“You really don’t know how to feel or what to think when something like 
that happens. You’re never prepared for something like that. It’s just so 
easy to say, ‘screw it,’ and go down a slippery road because there are so 
many thoughts going through your mind. There are so many questions 
when something like that happens the way it does. 

“There’s always the question, ‘why.’” 

A longshoreman by trade, Dobro came to Canada in 1984, married 
Snezana and raised three boys in East Vancouver’s working-class 
neighbourhood of Killarney. 

A loving father who threw endless support behind Milan’s unlikely hockey 
dreams, Dobro’s time in the military in the former Yugoslavia taught his 
sons to be disciplined and accountable. 

“He was a great hockey dad and a great dad,” Lucic said. 

“He was honest with us. He was hard on us. A lot of the reasons I am the 
way I am is because of him. Every morning we had to make our beds, 
brush our teeth, do our hair. We were in trouble if we didn’t do that or put 
our plate away. My wife to this day is still in awe that me and my brothers 
never leave the toilet seat up. We were in a family of five and my mom 
was the only female in the house. My dad was strict on us like that. He 
harped on us on every little thing and I think that was the military side of 
him.” 

If Milan played well, Dobro would tell him so, offering up encouragement. 

If not, he’d be the first to tell him he could play better. 

“A big part of me believing in myself was he believed in me as well,” said 
Lucic, who spoke to his father after every game he played. 

“He was definitely my No. 1 believer in thinking I could make it to the 
NHL and I think that’s why he pushed me to be my best.” 

Suddenly, those post-game chats and frank assessments were gone. 

Remaining Time -0:58 

Lucic looks back at his first NHL game with Bruins 

The phone call informing Milan of Dobro’s passing came shortly after the 
Bruins missed the playoffs and while his wife Brittany was eight-and-a-

half months pregnant with their second child. Two months later, he would 
be traded from the only NHL organization he’d ever known to the Los 
Angeles Kings, adding yet another layer of uncertainty in his life. 

“It was an extremely hard time for Milan,” said Brittany, whose doctor 
wouldn’t allow her to fly to the funeral to accompany her reeling husband. 

“He wears his heart on his sleeve. It was just such a dark hole. It’s like 
quicksand, you’re trying to dig yourself out. I don’t think he’d ever harm 
himself, but I think thoughts might have been there. He holds a lot more 
inside than people think. He talked to a lot of people, and I did too.” 

Those people helped guide Lucic through uncharted waters. 

“When you talk to people who have tried to help me with all this type of 
stuff, you realize you’ll never know why,” said Lucic, an advocate and 
poster boy for using all support systems available to help with mental 
health. 

“You can go down the rabbit hole of trying to figure out why and blame 
this and that, but you’ll never get an answer. You kind of have to just 
grieve and deal with it. What I’ve learned is the important mental side of 
things by helping yourself with it, by not being afraid to talk about it and 
saying what’s on your mind. Hopefully that can help other people with it.” 

Sadly, the one he would have loved to turn to the most for help and 
advice was the man he was grieving. 

“You don’t know who to turn to for advice with hockey and all that type of 
stuff but my dad was good for me because he was the one guy I had on 
the side that wasn’t with the team and wasn’t an agent, and he could tell 
me I was playing well or that I needed to play a little better,” said Lucic, 
now able to speak openly about the most traumatic period of his life. 

“You’re used to having that for three years of junior and your whole minor 
hockey career and your eight years [in] Boston and when I lost him, I 
didn’t have that to lean on anymore. It was hard to deal with.” 

Remaining Time -8:46 

Flames honour Milan Lucic for hitting 1,000 games played milestone 

Lucic said he gives a lot of credit to Darryl Sutter, who was part of a 
tremendous network of support offered up to him and his family in L.A. 

“There were moments that summer…” said Lucic when asked how close 
he was to going off the rails. 

“The good thing was I had Brittany and she kept me focused on our kids 
and our family and my summer training. I’m not going to say I was 
perfect, but I definitely wouldn’t say I went down a bad road, but it could 
have easily gone that way if I didn’t have her and the kids to keep me 
focused.” 

Nikolina was born three weeks after Dobro’s death, giving Milan yet 
another reason to open himself up and fight through the pain. 

“We had Valentina and he had her to live on for and push for,” said 
Brittany, of their first-born, who delighted in receiving cake pops from 
Dobro. 

“His dad would still want him to be the best dad he could be and make 
her life better. He did that and lived for her and me. Then came Nikolina 
and he had to go forward and be a dad, and he’s a great one. His dad 
kind of lived on through him.” 

Like his father, when not immersed in his job, Milan comes home and is 
fully engaged with his kids, including two-year-old Milan Jr. 

“Milan told me Dobro was such an incredible dad, and I see a lot of his 
dad in him,” Brittany said. 

“When he’s home, he’s with the kids all the time. No matter how late he 
gets back from a trip, the next day he’s taking the kids to school because 
he wants to. He wants to listen to the Friday morning dance party with 
them. He takes Valentina to swimming and she let it slip, ‘Daddy takes 
me for chocolates after swimming.” 
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The league’s heavyweight champ has a soft side. 

Remaining Time -1:02 

Lucic: Marleau passing Howe shows his character and love of the game 

Finding the ability to heal his broken heart and move forward came with 
plenty of work, which included an openness that allowed him to reveal on 
Hockey Night in Canada months later that the death was a suicide. 

“He’s definitely in a place where he’s able to talk about it,” Brittany said. 

“At the time I could see how he was saying he was okay, but wasn’t, and 
needed that extra push each day to get through it. I just kept reminding 
him, ‘it’s okay to grieve and be sad and you’re allowed to have any 
emotion you want because it was so sudden.' 

“When we got to L.A., they had every speaker under the sun. Whatever 
they were saying hit him close to home and it was very healing for him. 
He also had professional help to talk to. I feel like the NHL is pretty 
forward with that.” 

Dobro was very much on Milan’s mind as his family gathered on the 
Saddledome ice Monday to celebrate his 1,000th game. As part of his 
healing, Milan said he embraces the notion that he knows what his father 
would say to him in certain situations. 

“He’d be the first guy to hug me and tell me how proud he is of me to 
achieve this mark,” said Milan, whose father enjoyed the odd Honey 
Brown when watching Milan play. 

“He always told me, ‘don’t make excuses.’ Even if it was a little injury he 
said, ‘never lay on the ice, be tough. You can tell your mind you’re not 
hurt and push through.’” 

If only life was that simple. 

If you or someone you know needs help, reach out to Crisis Services 
Canada from anywhere across the country at 1-833-456-4566. In case of 
an emergency, please call 911 for immediate assistance. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Ten interesting things to watch with 10 games left in 
Ottawa's season 

 

Wayne Scanlan April 22, 2021, 2:33 PM 

 

Where did the season go? 

The 2021 NHL schedule was condensed, uniquely national, and prone to 
last-minute changes. 

Now it is something else -- nearly over, for a team like the Ottawa 
Senators that has no playoff hope. 

They do have ten games left in the regular season -- ten games to put 
some touches on a program aspiring to grow a playoff contender as early 
as 2021-22. 

Here’s a somewhat arbitrary ten-point to-do list for Ottawa’s final ten 
games: 

1. Continued bromance between Zac Bierk and Matt Murray 

The buck stops here ($6.25M worth for the next three-plus seasons) for 
Matt Murray. The puck should stop here, too. 

Head coach D.J. Smith has repeatedly said that job No. 1 for the balance 
of this season is to get his No. 1 goaltender sorted out. So adamant were 

the Senators about helping Murray, they reassigned longtime goalie 
coach Pierre Groulx two weeks ago and replaced him with Zac Bierk. 

So far, so good. Murray has had three strong outings since returning 
from injury time -- which included an extended practice period to work on 
his game. One of those outings was a shutout of the Montreal 
Canadiens, Murray’s first goose egg in Ottawa and the first shutout since 
Smith became head coach two years ago. 

“Pucks are hitting him again,” Smith said this week. High praise for a 
positional goalie. 

Can Murray keep it up? He is expected to carry the bulk of the load, if not 
play all the games left on the schedule. 

2. Formenton and Pinto -- long may they run 

One of the great joys for Senators fans in what might otherwise have 
been just another losing season has been the growth in responsibility for 
young players. 

In the past couple of weeks that has been manifest in multiple ways, but 
the use of rookies Alex Formenton and true newbie Shane Pinto on the 
penalty kill has been delightful to watch. 

Formenton has speed to burn. And Pinto, fresh out of his sophomore 
college season, is so savvy with his positioning and ability to pick off 
passes, he is a wonder. 

Kudos to Smith for using these two in roles traditionally given to veterans. 
But in an interesting radio interview this week, Smith explained that he 
only gives out these responsibilities when players prove the ability to 
handle them. 

Smith described Pinto as being “way ahead of most 20-year-olds,” both 
physically and in terms of his hockey sense. Formenton already has a 
shorthanded goal to his credit. There will be many more to come. 

3. What about JBD? 

The regular use of Pinto in the lineup (Thursday’s game in Vancouver will 
be his third consecutive start) begs the question about Pinto’s University 
of North Dakota teammate Jacob Bernard-Docker. 

JBD did make his NHL and Senators debut on April 14 against the 
Winnipeg Jets, and played pretty well. But while Pinto can slot into a 
fourth-line centre role with some PK duty, Bernard-Docker has to make it 
one of the three defensive pairings, and for the time being Smith wants 
Josh Brown in that final D spot. 

Why? Largely because of the lack of grit in Ottawa’s lineup with the injury 
to forward Austin Watson and the departure of defenceman Erik 
Gudbranson at the trade deadline. 

Smith needs Brown to make life easier for the Senators many prospects. 
“I don’t want our young guys getting intimidated,” Smith says. 

JBD will get back into the lineup at some point, but for now, Smith feels 
the young defenceman is learning a lot by practising with the team. 

It will be important for Bernard-Docker to play a few more pro games this 
spring, to set him up for next season. Smith’s philosophy is to let young 
players beat out veterans for their spots in the lineup. 

Nobody thinks that Brown is better than Bernard-Docker long term. And 
it’s hard to question Smith when he has had a lot of success in bringing 
young players along. 

4. One of those young players is Branny 

Look no further than 21-year-old Erik Brannstrom for an example of 
Smith bringing a young player along -- at a pace that seemed glacial for 
many fans. 

Would Brannstrom have shone earlier if older defencemen like 
Gudbranson or Braydon Coburn weren’t taking up roster spots? Perhaps, 
but there is no denying that Brannstrom gained confidence by playing 
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some games in the AHL, even if he also had to bide his time on the taxi 
squad. 

Brannstrom has looked comfortable in his new starting role since the 
trade deadline, including second unit duty on the power play. Smith 
points to a recent game where Brannstrom had a tough middle period but 
bounced back in the third, something he wasn’t doing early this season 
or last year. 

An ability to turn the page is invaluable for young players in the NHL. 
That sense that Smith was simply not a “Branny guy,” seems to have 
fallen by the wayside. 

5. Last call for Logan Brown 

Ah yes, Logan Brown. 

He was a big topic in training camp, and early in the season . . . and now 
it feels as though he has fallen off a cliff. 

Incredibly, the big 6-6 centre, drafted 11th overall by Ottawa in 2016, has 
played just seven games this season, all in the AHL with Belleville. He 
has two assists. 

Brown has been dogged by myriad injuries almost from the day he was 
drafted. At times he and his agent have been miffed about his progress in 
the organization, but that feeling is mutual. 

Tellingly, in a recent interview when he was asked about Brown, general 
manager Pierre Dorion quickly addressed the fact that Brown was still 
sidelined with injury and then changed the subject to prospects doing 
well. 

Brown is finally back playing, with two recent games for the B-Sens, 
including an assist in his last outing. 

There is still a chance he could excel with Belleville and get in a game or 
two with the NHL club, but time is running out, if not yet on Brown’s 
future, certainly on this season. Brown is a pending RFA and everyone 
would love to see something from him before he’s trying to impress a 
different organization. 

6. There’s no ‘I’ in team but there is in ‘identity’ 

No self-respecting hockey list would be complete without the ever-
popular identity question. 

Seems to me that Smith’s team has always had an identity of working 
hard, getting along as a group and never quitting late in games. But there 
is no time like the present to hammer home these points. 

These ten games are like an extended training camp or exhibition 
schedule -- a chance to hone a style and an ethic. That emphasis 
includes training young players how to play away from the puck. Every 
coach’s dream. 

Personally, I look forward to the day when the Senators have enough 
mature talent and skill to run and gun and let other teams worry about 
mucking up the neutral zone. 

Remaining Time -0:31 

Senators' Tkachuk: 'We're going to be a top team for a while' 

7. Get that Norris-for-Calder promo done 

Josh Norris, 21, might be running out of racetrack in the Calder Trophy 
pursuit, but it shouldn’t escape notice that he has vaulted himself into the 
conversation. Norris is a solid third in rookie points (29) and goals (13). 

It doesn’t look like anyone is going to catch Minnesota’s Kirill Kaprizov, 
who has 38 points and 19 goals. Some fans treat Kaprizov’s candidacy 
with derision because of his lengthy KHL experience and age -- he will 
turn 24 on Monday. 

It’s possible some voters may view Kaprizov’s rookie status as 
questionable, but he is an NHL rookie as far as the league is concerned 
and there is no questioning the special season he has had. 

That doesn’t take anything away from Norris, who continues to grow in 
confidence in his elevated role as Ottawa’s No. 1 centre. Norris is red 
hot, too, with 11 points in April and eight in his past five games. His 13 
power play points lead all NHL rookies. 

By the way, don’t you secretly enjoy seeing Filip Gustavson ranked first 
in rookie save percentage at .946? Never mind that Gustavsson has 
played just four games. 

8. Zone entries on the power play 

The Senators' power play, as we have seen recently, is not as horrible as 
their season-long numbers might suggest. They just need to get into the 
offensive zone more efficiently. 

Once a team is able to get a clear off a faceoff or pass intercept, they 
dump the puck and wait while Ottawa kills the penalty for them, by 
advancing the puck and then dropping passes to the neutral zone, or 
even back to their own blue line. That system left the Senators' wingers 
flat-footed and too many times the surge died in an awkward sequence at 
the enemy blue line. 

Lately, though, the Senators are letting puck handlers like Thomas 
Chabot or Drake Batherson skate the puck over the line, or advance with 
a blue line pass, and then they are able to set up. 

Once they do, the Senators are producing. Ottawa has power-play goals 
in its past five games (5/15 or .333) and while that has hardly put a dent 
in the overall rank of 26th and a 16.7 conversion rate, it bodes well for 
next year if they can continue to get this power play working. 

Meanwhile, the young, skilled shooters like Norris, Batherson and Tim 
Stützle are finding their mark and growing in confidence. 

9. Finish out of the North basement 

This isn’t something you hear talked about, but if the Senators continue 
to play as they have in the past few games, they could escape last place 
in the division, a place they have occupied virtually all season. 

I think it would mean something to the group to crawl out of the basement 
over the final couple of weeks, even if it is a long shot. 

Too bad Ottawa only has one game left with Calgary, a team it has 
owned this season. The Flames are five points ahead of the Senators 
and have a game in hand. 

The Vancouver Canucks are just three points up on Ottawa, but objects 
in the mirror are closer than they appear. The pandemic-addled Canucks 
have a crazy seven games in hand. That schedule and fatigue is bound 
to catch up to Vancouver, but the Canucks efforts against the Leafs this 
week were nothing short of heroic. 

10. Continued spoiler role 

Let’s face it. Most of the heavy lifting has been done as far as Ottawa 
making life miserable for Canadian teams ahead of them in this one-off 
North Division. 

By beating the Flames six times in eight meetings, the Senators got a 
Calgary coach fired and single-handedly ruined Calgary’s shot at making 
the playoffs. 

They also played a role in the firing of Montreal’s head coach Claude 
Julien, a native Ottawa son, while beating the Habs five times in eight 
meetings, including wins after Julien left. 

Alas, the Senators only have one game left against the Flames and two 
against Montreal, so most of their spoiler work is already in the books. 
That is not likely to change Ottawa’s approach of playing every team 
tough down the stretch, including matchups against Toronto and 
Winnipeg, fighting for first place in the division. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL's top 12 RFAs of 2021: Latest rumours and reports 

 

Luke Fox 

 

Yes, one could quibble about the ranking on this list, or the players left 
just outside the cut. That’s because the quality of impending NHL 
restricted free agents this summer is deep. 

And loaded with top-tier defencemen. 

We have some top-line wingers and at least one franchise centreman 
who will be due for raises, but the amount of young top-pair defencemen 
and emerging goaltenders with No. 1 potential is staggering. 

Vancouver’s Jim Benning may be under the most pressure to negotiate 
long-term extensions with his RFAs. He got a jump on his workload by 
inking goaltender Thatcher Demko to a five-year, $25-million whopper on 
April 8, setting a comparable for more to follow. 

But as RFAs shine in their platform seasons and executives wrestle with 
a flat salary cap, the mid-season extensions have been few and far 
between, setting up some compelling negotiations (or trades?) in the off-
season. 

Here’s where things stand with the top 12 impending RFAs of 2021, a 
class led by some electric defencemen. 

1. Cale Makar 

Age: 22 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $880,833 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: 2020 Calder Trophy champ and top-10 Norris Trophy 
finisher. Game changer. Logs 24-plus minutes nightly. Nimbler in skates 
than most of us are in shoes. Only pending RFA averaging a point per 
game. 

The latest: Makar is a franchise player, a game-breaker and a future 
Norris champ. Dude is 22. This season he required the fewest games by 
a defenceman in NHL history (79) to record five outings with three or 
more assists. 

Colorado GM Joe Sakic will be hard-pressed to lock up Makar on a 
bargain deal the way he did with Nathan MacKinnon during his RFA 
negotiation. 

Makar either inks a max contract using Thomas Chabot’s eight-year, 
$64-million whopper in Ottawa as a starting point or goes the patient 
bridge route and waits for the cap to rise. Such was the path stud RFA D-
men Charlie McAvoy ($4.9 million times three years) and Zach Werenski 
($5 million times three years) took in recent off-seasons. 

Makar is top priority, but Sakic also needs to find raises for captain 
Gabriel Landeskog and starting goalie Philipp Grubauer. Some other 
impending free agent will walk. 

“This is as deep of team as we’re going to have here,” Sakic said, after 
adding rentals at deadline. “We’re going to have to get cheaper starting 
next year at some of those positions.” 

The executive doesn’t want to distract from the playoff run. The 
paperwork can wait. 

“Everybody is focused on trying to win a Stanley Cup here,” Sakic said. 
“We’ll get to all those guys when we get to them. I don’t really have any 
information on that. I think we’re just focused on hockey right now.” 

2. Miro Heiskanen 

Age: 21 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $894,166 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: Earned votes for the 2020 Norris, Lady Byng and all-
star team. Plays an eye-popping 25 minutes per game. Phenomenal 
performance in the playoffs, putting up 26 points in 27 games in the 
bubble. Increased his physical play, great penalty-killer and matches top 
forwards heads-up. 

The latest: How good is Heiskanen? We were thisclose to ranking him 
ahead of Makar and had to triple-check that he’s only 21. Like Makar, 
Heiskanen’s value should surpass Chabot’s $8-million cap hit, pandemic 
and all. 

Over the past decade, P.K. Subban is the only RFA D-man to leap the 
$8-million barrier. Montreal gave him a $9-million AAV at age 25… and 
later traded him. 

Jim Nill loves the versatile left-shot Heiskanen and decided not to trade 
pending UFA Jamie Oleksiak at the deadline — despite interest from 
Winnipeg, Toronto and others — in part because he sees them as an 
integral pairing. 

Nill’s budget will be put to the test this summer with RFAs Roope Hintz, 
Joel Kiviranta and Jason Dickinson also seeking pay bumps. 

Veteran UFAs like Andrew Cogliano and Blake Comeau may be forced to 
take a pay cut or look elsewhere as a result. 

3. Quinn Hughes 

Age: 21 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $916,667 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: 2020 Calder runner-up. Power-play quarterback. 84 
points through first 110 NHL games. Key building block in Vancouver. 
Averages nearly 23 minutes per game. 

The latest: Elliotte Friedman reported in early April that preliminary 
contract talks had gotten underway between Benning and the two most 
important engines of the Canucks’ rebuild. 

Hughes has been putting up gaudier numbers than recent RFA 
defencemen (McAvoy, Werenski, Mikhail Sergachev) and is arguably 
more important to his franchise’s future. 

Benning has drawn mild criticism for the in-season extensions he handed 
out to Demko and Tanner Pearson, essentially signing some smaller fish 
before dealing with the biggies. While some money is coming off the 
books — Brandon Sutter, Alex Edler — Vancouver is still overpaying on 
the back half of its lineup and dealing with Roberto Luongo’s cap 
recapture penalty. 

Perhaps bridge is the only solution. The good news for panicky people in 
Van City: Hughes is classified as a 10.2(c) RFA, meaning he cannot sign 
an offer sheet. 

4. Elias Pettersson 

Age: 22 

Position: Centre 
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2020-21 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: 2019 Calder Trophy winner. Finished 16th in Hart 
voting in 2020. 66 points in each of his first two seasons. Plus-19 player. 
Career 17.6 per cent shooter. No. 1 centre. Put up 21 points through 26 
games in 2021, and it still feels like underachieving. 

The latest: In late January, Pettersson switched agents, leaving Michael 
Deutsch at Eclipse Sports Management and joining teammate Hughes at 
CAA. Power brokers Pat Brisson and J.P. Barry will handle their 
extension negotiations — and hold a great deal of leverage. 

Barry told Rick Dhaliwal that the plan is to work on both deals together, 
like the twin monsters Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane signed in the 
summer of 2014. Unlike Hughes, Pettersson could theoretically ink an 
offer sheet. 

Barry, you may recall, put the screws to Benning in securing lucrative 
contracts for Tyler Myers and Loui Eriksson in recent off-seasons. But 
they were UFAs, not RFAs. 

Friedman has estimated that somewhere in the ballpark of $15 million in 
total AAV could get both stars under contract. One would have to bet that 
means going the Auston Matthews–style, five-year route and keeping the 
door ajar for another windfall when the cap escalates. 

5. Kirill Kaprizov 

Age: 24 

Position: Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: 2021 Calder favourite. On pace to cruise past 20 goals 
and 40 points as an NHL rookie, while logging 18-plus minutes nightly. 
Most points and goals by a rookie in Wild history. Instant star and fan 
favourite. Minnesota is desperate for young, exciting offensive talent. 

The latest: Wild insider Michael Russo of The Athletic reported in late 
March that Kaprizov’s agent, Paul Theofanous, sat down with GM Bill 
Guerin to kick off “a long conversation that will eventually lead to a new 
contract” for the most exciting young talent to pull on a Wild sweater 
since… who? Marian Gaborik? 

Kaprizov’s status as a 10.2(c) RFA means he’s immune to an offer sheet. 
He can become a UFA as early as the 2024 off-season, so Guerin should 
be gunning for term here. 

In polling execs and agents, Russo’s sources’ predictions on Kaprizov’s 
next contract range from a $6.5-million AAV on a two-year deal to a $9-
million AAV for a lockup of six years plus. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Kaprizov headlines a Minnesota RFA class that includes Kevin Fiala and 
Joel Eriksson Ek. All deserve pay bumps. (The club took care of Ryan 
Hartman, another impending RFA in late April.) UFAs-to-be Marcus 
Johansson, Nick Bonino, Nick Bjugstad, Ian Cole and Brad Hunt will be 
candidates to walk. 

6. Brady Tkachuk 

Age: 21 

Position: Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: Finished fifth in Calder votes in 2019. 118 points 
through first 188 NHL games. Plays 18-plus minutes per night. Willing to 
fight Shea Weber. Hits hard and often. Beloved by teammates and fans. 
His prime will align with Sens’ ascent. Captain material. 

The latest: Tkachuk has expressed his love for playing in the nation's 
capital. He’s also revealed that his in-depth conversations with 
management regarding a new contract have been limited. 

“That’s a good question,” Tkachuk told reporters in January. “Where the 
world’s at right now, we haven't really been talking about (my extension), 
and we don't know how the salary cap is going to look for the next couple 
of years. 

“I love being here. I love the crew, love the teammates and the staff, so 
definitely love it here. But we'll see how it unfolds.” 

GM Pierre Dorion has the cap room to commit and has shown a 
preference to go deep with RFAs he deems worthy of the core (see: 
Chabot, Colin White and Matt Murray). 

Tkachuk is absolutely worth the investment, so it’ll be fascinating to see 
how he plays this out. Senators fans needn’t be reminded of past free 
agents who’ve departed for more money elsewhere. 

7. Igor Shesterkin 

Age: 25 

Position: Goaltender 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Superior track record in KHL. 23-12-3 record and .924 
save percentage through first 40 NHL appearances. Seasoned, well-
developed pro. Posted back-to-back shutouts as Rangers strive to get in 
the race. 

The latest: In a deep summer for emerging RFA starting netminders, 
we’ve placed Shesterkin on this list because he’s emerging as the bona 
fide No. 1 starter in a spotlight market. And his prime should align with 
the Rangers’ run back to Cup contender status. 

Even with limited fans permitted into Madison Square Garden this week, 
“I-gor! I-gor!” chants rang through the rink as the Russian stood on his 
head. 

“He’s been great all year. Obviously, he had a little bout with injuries. 
He’s always giving us a chance to win and makes key saves for us,” 
defenceman Adam Fox said. 

At the risk of getting ahead of ourselves, Shesterkin has taken the baton 
from Henrik Lundqvist and has the makings of being New York’s 
backbone in net for the next eight years. 

8. Andrei Svechnikov 

Age: 21 

Position: Right wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: Second-overall pick. Big power forward (six-foot-two, 
200 pounds) entering prime. Two 20-goal seasons before age 21. Power-
play weapon. Skating a careet-high 17-plus minutes. 

The latest: “I'm open,” Svechnikov said back in August regarding re-
signing. "I think my agent (Mark Gandler) is going to do that job, and I tell 
him I don't want to know anything (until) it's going to be done. So, he's 
going to tell me when it's going to be done and I just don't want to worry 
about that." 
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GM Don Waddell has played things cool with both Svechnikov and 
pending UFA Dougie Hamilton, reminding reporters that there is no 
timeline to strike a deal. 

“We have a good relationship with both players,” Waddell said. “I fully 
expect both players to want to stay here." 

Extension talks with Svechnikov have reportedly gone quiet since 
February. Owner Tom Dundon is always looking for a deal, and it’s no 
coincidence the Canes’ last high-profile RFA, Sebastian Aho, signed the 
NHL’s most recent offer sheet. 

Carolina also has decisions to make on RFAs Alex Nedeljkovic, Jake 
Bean and Warren Foegele. 

9. Patrik Laine 

Age: 23 

Position: Right wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $6.75 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Second-overall draft pick. Three-time 30-goal man. 
Capable of 44 goals and 70 points. Columbus already gave up prized 
centre Pierre-Luc Dubois to acquire him. Wrist shot concocted by Finnish 
gods. 

The latest: Had his production not fallen off a cliff, had his transition to his 
new club not been so rock, Laine would be top-five on this list, easy. 

A few highlight moments notwithstanding, this is hardly how GM Jarmo 
Kekalainen envisioned Laine’s migration to Ohio. Coach John Tortorella 
benched the star early, and as Laine struggles to find his groove and the 
Jackets struggle to find playmaking centres, the sniper’s 12 goals and 
eight assists through 39 games is a disappointment. 

Shortly after the trade, Laine said he’d be open to a long-term extension 
in Columbus: “Hopefully that’s a spot where I’m enjoying life and enjoying 
playing hockey.” 

Rampant speculation has Tortorella departing the organization once his 
contract expires this summer, which should bode well for Laine’s 
chances of sticking. 

If Laine forces his way out of another city, well, chalk up this blockbuster 
as a loss for Kekalainen — who desperately needs Laine and Seth Jones 
(UFA 2022) to stick around. 

“If I’m Laine’s agent, I feel really, really good about my leverage in these 
talks, and yes I realize he isn’t playing well right now. Doesn’t matter,” 
Jackets insider Aaron Portzline wrote in a recent mailbag at The Athletic. 

Laine now holds an arbitration hammer and could force a one-and-done. 

10. Pavel Buchnevich 

Age: 26 

Position: Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $3.25 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: His 19 goals in 2021 tops all RFAs. Already registered 
his third 40-point campaign. Skates nearly 19 minutes a night, a career 
high. Following up a career year with a career year. 

The latest: Probably the least-discussed name on this list, Buchnevich 
punctuated his quietly impressive 2021 platform season with a birthday 
hat trick on April 17. 

The inevitable summer buyout of Anthony DeAngelo should free some 
spending dollars for Buchnevich and a number of other pending RFAs on 
Jeff Gorton’s roster. 

Recent winger comparables Buchnevich could use on a longer deal 
include Anthony Mantha ($5.7 million AAV over four year) and Oliver 
Bjorkstrand ($5.4 million AAV over five years). 

If Gorton balks at a serious commitment, Buchnevich could earn a tidy 
sum short-term via arbitration. 

11. Filip Hronek 

Age: 23 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $714,166 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: 2017 Calder Cup champ. 2019 Red Wings rookie of 
the year. Team Czech staple who won Best Defenceman at 2019 worlds. 
Puck-moving, right-shot defenceman yet to reach his ceiling. Tied for 
franchise lead in points (23) and Red Wings’ top assist man (21) at 48-
game mark. Logs about 23:30 per game. Improved discipline and 
defensively during platform year. 

The latest: Fantasy managers know: Hronek is that rare Red Wing worth 
hanging onto, even during the mighty franchise’s patient rebuild. 

“A year from now, Filip Hronek’s up and we’ll extend his contract,” vowed 
GM Steve Yzerman back in October, during an appearance on 97.1 The 
Ticket. 

And as recently as the 2021 trade deadline, when he dealt away Mantha, 
Yzerman highlighted Hronek as a core member of a roster he’s slowly 
building back to prominence. 

Detroit is flush with cap space, so Hronek should surface this summer 
with more term than any of his teammates. Yzerman was prudent in 
managing his internal cap in Tampa, so the bar he sets with Hronek will 
be one worth watching. 

12. Conor Garland 

Age: 25 

Position: Right wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $775,000 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Back-to-back 30-point seasons. Career-high ice time. 
Steals pucks. Provides 5-on-5 offence on a team that needs all it can get. 

The latest: GM Bill Armstrong fielded more than one tire-kicking call on 
the cap-friendly Garland at the trade deadline and ultimately decided to 
stay pat. 

Interesting case here. Arizona has more than enough cap space to give 
Garland the raise he deserves, and if the player wishes to take this thing 
to arbitration, he’ll hold decent leverage. 

But the Coyotes desperately need to stock up on prospects and picks, 
and Garland could still be used as a trade chip on the 2021 draft floor. 

The club must ask itself: Will the late-blooming winger’s best hockey 
align with a Coyotes’ contention window? 

More notable RFAs: Andrew Copp, Rasmus Dahlin, Drake Batherson, 
Carter Hart, Jordan Kyrou, Ilya Sorokin, Tyler Bertuzzi, Neal Pionk, Sam 
Reinhart, Jakub Vrana, Ilya Samsonov, Alex Nedeljkovic, Maxime 
Comtois, Joel Eriksson Ek, Travis Sanheim, Dante Fabbro, Andrew 
Copp, Juuse Saros, Kevin Fiala, Jake Bean, Kailer Yamamoto, Vince 
Dunn, Pius Suter, Adin Hill, Nikita Zadorov, Brandon Carlo, Danton 
Heinen, Ondrej Kase, Sam Bennett, Artturi Lehkonen, Warren Foegele, 
Anthony Beauvillier, Adam Pelech, Anthony Duclair, Nick Ritchie, 
Andreas Athanasiou, Adam Erne, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Teddy Blueger 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: Season In A Sentence Edition 

 

Rory Boylen 

 

It's been a little over three months since we began this sprint of an NHL 
season, and now it's time for teams to make their moves towards a 
playoff spot, home-ice advantage or, for the tankers out there, the best 
draft lottery odds. 

So much has been compacted into this season. It's been a non-stop 
flurry of unfolding stories and action that feels enough to fill an entire 82-
game schedule over seven months. 

How do you best get across what has happened with each team in a 
succinct, digestible format? Can we sum up what we've seen so far in a 
single sentence for each? 

That's the challenge in this week's Power Rankings. 

1. Colorado Avalanche: They are everything we thought they were and 
stand at the top of the NHL standings by points percentage not just 
because of Nathan MacKinnon's wizardry but because the young 
defence group has been just as dynamic and impactful. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights: They've been swinging back and forth with 
Colorado all season as those two loaded rosters track towards what feels 
like an inevitable Round 2 series, but the unexpected story for Vegas has 
been yet another bounce-back season from Marc-Andre Fleury, which 
has him in the Vezina running and has us wondering who the Game 1 
playoff starter will be. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes: If you didn't believe in this team before you have 
to now because the one area of question – goaltending – has had depth 
added in Alex Nedeljkovic and the team's 5-on-5 save percentage is tops 
in the league after ranking 26th last season. 

4. Boston Bruins: Injuries put the Bruins in a tough spot and left a 
question if they might tumble right out of the playoffs, but they always 
seem to have guys like goalie Jeremy Swayman – who came in to settle 
things while Tuukka Rask was out – and then the big acquisition of 
Taylor Hall gave them the scoring support they needed and now, 
suddenly, they look as dangerous as ever. 

5. New York Islanders: Their contract structure looks questionable, they 
don't have any award-chasing household names (although Mathew 
Barzal might get there) and their style of play doesn't grab you with flash, 
but the Isles can't make it any more clear that they are one of the 
absolute best teams in the league with a legit shot at the Stanley Cup. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning: Top five in goals, goals against, shots, shots 
against, power play and penalty kill, the Lightning are humming along as 
the defending champs, but the stiff challenges they've gotten from 
Carolina and Florida might make that path back to the final more difficult. 

7. Florida Panthers: The loss of their top two goal scorers last season 
has been offset by a stark improvement on defence, better overall 
goaltending (thank you Chris Driedger) and some productive value 
additions in Patric Hornqvist, Carter Verhaeghe and Anthony Duclair that 
now have us wondering if, this time, the Panthers have some post-
season staying power. 

8. Minnesota Wild: The story in Minnesota has been Kirill Kaprizov, the 
one-man show who has single-handedly breathed something fresh and 
exciting into an organization that has for far too long been bland and 
caught in the mushy middle without any championship upside. 

9. Winnipeg Jets: A franchise-altering trade for Pierre-Luc Dubois will 
have long-lasting effects on the Jets, but while they gave up an elite goal 

scorer, the centre depth and two-way reliability they got in Dubois might 
be better for the playoffs anyway as the Jets have overcome blue-line 
concerns and are a team you won't want to meet in the post-season. 

10. Toronto Maple Leafs: The season-long favourite to win the North 
Division has for the most part been dominant, but given their playoff past 
there is always reason to panic about something around the Leafs and 
the team has fuelled that at times with shaky goaltending, a dried-up 
power play and a few uninspiring efforts along the way. 

Remaining Time -1:05 

Maple Leafs' Foligno hopes to rekindle some magic playing with 
Matthews 

11. Washington Capitals: They battled through a situation where some 
key players had to miss games due to COVID protocol, some uncertainty 
in net, and the Caps head down the homestretch as much a contender 
as we thought they were heading in, while Alex Ovechkin puts up yet 
another incredible goal-scoring season that's somehow flown under the 
radar as he continues to chase down Wayne Gretzky on the all-time list. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins: Whenever this team is faced with change or 
questions about how open their Cup window still is they always seem to 
respond and that was the case again this season when their fortunes 
turned on a dime after Ron Hextall and Brian Burke were hired, leading 
them to add Jeff Carter at the deadline and maybe, just maybe, they 
have another run left. 

13. Edmonton Oilers: It was a tough learning lesson for Edmonton in last 
summer's bubble, when defensive and goaltending breakdowns led to an 
embarrassing loss to the Hawks on home ice, but it seems as though 
they've learned from it, improved defensively, and have become a much 
more polished team ready for the post-season grind this time. 

Remaining Time -2:50 

Oilers & Canadiens create playoff atmosphere over two intense games 

14. Dallas Stars: It was hard to get a gauge on them for much of the 
season because of key injuries, a few stoppages and a packed schedule 
that will challenge conditioning, but the Stars have found a way through it 
all to stay in the race and have gotten key offensive outbursts from 
youngsters Roope Hintz and Jason Robertson that have complemented 
the team's defence-first approach. 

15. Nashville Predators: They've been in full-on panic mode, with GM 
David Poile's job getting questioned, a rebuild pondered at least from the 
outside, and seemingly setting up to be big sellers at the deadline, but 
they've also been on a hot streak lately and currently hold the fourth spot 
in the Central so it's been a wild ride in Nashville this season. 

16. Montreal Canadiens: With so many additions to the roster before and 
during the season, GM Marc Bergevin's clear all-in attack on 2021 in his 
ninth season on the job is probably his final attempt to turn this team into 
a contender after re-tooling the roster once already before, and his fate 
might ultimately be decided by the homestretch and (hopeful) playoff 
performance. 

17. New York Rangers: Had they not started 7-9-3, the Rangers may be 
right there with the Bruins, Penguins, Islanders and Capitals in the playoff 
hunt instead of only tenuously being in the race, but between Adam Fox's 
Norris bid, Artemi Panarin's ongoing greatness, Igor Shesterkin's 
netminding and many other individual efforts, the Rangers' plan is clearly 
ahead of schedule and they could be a big deal again very soon. 

18. St. Louis Blues: If they end up missing the playoffs they'll look back at 
a seven-game series they played, and lost, against Arizona earlier this 
season as the turning point, but it's hard to fathom the 2019 champs 
even being in this position so look for GM Doug Armstrong to try and 
tweak them back towards contention in the summer. 

19. Chicago Blackhawks: The surprise of Kevin Lankinen helped the 
Hawks off to a great start that kept them in the playoff race all season, 
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but as those hopes start to fade a bit the main takeaway should be that 
the Hawks are perhaps a bit ahead of schedule. 

20. Vancouver Canucks: What began as an utter disaster that had a lot 
of fans calling for GM Jim Benning's job now has the chance to turn into 
the best story of the season if the Canucks can return from their COVID 
outbreak and either make the playoffs or at least lead an inspiring run to 
the end. 

Remaining Time -9:56 

Can the Vancouver Canucks actually make the playoffs? 

21. Philadelphia Flyers: No panic moves at the deadline, but there has to 
be a bit of an identity crisis going on with the Flyers, who had to healthy-
scratch their young franchise netminder, were the first team Buffalo beat 
in 18 games, allowed the Rangers to score eight or more goals on them 
twice in the span of eight days, and are 24th in the league by points 
percentage over the past month and a half – all after an 11-4-3 start that 
had them near the top of the league. 

22. Arizona Coyotes: Out of the playoffs, in the playoffs, and now 
teetering on the way out again, the Coyotes have been caught in no-
man's land and are now facing the prospect of a really tough off-season, 
especially if they end up on the wrong side of the post-season cut-off 
line. 

23. Los Angeles Kings: It's still all about the rebuild, but kudos to Anze 
Kopitar, Drew Doughty and Dustin Brown, who have all had monster 
seasons (all bounce-backs of sorts) and give hope that as the kids start 
getting into the lineup the vets could help launch them back into playoff 
contention sooner than later. 

24. Calgary Flames: The GM has called out his team more than once this 
season, replaced the coach and since none of it has worked this has to 
be the end of the current core. 

25. Ottawa Senators: Moral victories and the satisfaction of just being 
hard to play against have defined the Senators this season and, by those 
measures, it's been a pretty decent one in tough circumstances, but they 
can hope the lessons learned and opportunities presented to their young 
players in 2021 will lead to improvement in the win-loss department next 
season. 

26. San Jose Sharks: They at least teased a playoff push for a brief 
period, but the Sharks are ultimately caught in the middle after having to 
surrender the third-overall pick to Ottawa last summer and we don't have 
any clearer view of where they're headed or what they are with a team 
that on paper looks good enough, but has faltered two years in a row. 

27. Detroit Red Wings: We always thought they'd be at or near the 
bottom of the standings again, so the biggest surprise and most notable 
moment of Detroit's season was the deadline-day blockbuster they made 
with Washington that seemed to indicate the rebuild won't end soon, but 
when it does, the Wings are setting the table for a sharp move up. 

28. Buffalo Sabres: Absolutely nothing changed early on when the 
Sabres were the butt of all jokes, but since the end of their 18-game 
winless streak there's been a little light with a 6-4-2 record and a .583 
points percentage that ranks 16th in the league. 

29. Columbus Blue Jackets: Turbulent to say the least, from Pierre-Luc 
Dubois' benching and trade to Patrik Laine's acquisition and benching, to 
Max Domi's benching... you get the point that John Tortorella seems to 
be on his way out when his contract expires this off-season. 

30. Anaheim Ducks: Another rebuilding season where goals have been 
hard to come by and one of the few reasons to tune in, Trevor Zegras, 
was sent back to the AHL to develop as a centre. 

31. New Jersey Devils: Still more growing pains for the Devils, but 
improvement from Jack Hughes settled any early worries after his rookie 
season, and a few other nice seasons from young players (hello Yegor 
Sharangovich) still gives optimism that this thing is headed in the right 

direction, even if the scheduled arrival seems to come later than the rival 
Rangers. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kyle Bukauskas Notebook: Anderson's dad always wanted 
him to be a Canadien 

 

kyle-bukauskas 

 

Every other Thursday, Sportsnet’s Kyle Bukauskas will give you a peek 
behind the curtain and share stories about what he sees and hears in his 
job as a rink side reporter. 

Here's this week's collection: 

1. Josh Anderson’s father, Gary, grew up on the West Island of Montreal 
and has been a Canadiens fan his entire life. A Habs jersey signed by 
the 2003-04 team still proudly hangs in his office. 

Josh was raised in the Burlington area outside Toronto. When he was 11, 
his dad took him to watch the powerhouse London Knights play during 
the 2005 Memorial Cup. During the game, Gary couldn’t help but look 
around and wonder, “wouldn’t it be cool if Josh played here someday?” 

Six years later, his son suited up for Dale Hunter and the Knights. 

For Josh’s 16th birthday, he wished to attend a Habs playoff game 
against Sidney Crosby and the Penguins. Amidst the unmistakable 
atmosphere of spring-time hockey in Montreal there was Gary, watching 
his boyhood team, once again thinking to himself, “man, wouldn’t it be 
amazing if Josh could play here one day?” 

Not quite 11 years after that thought, Josh played his first game in the 
bleu, blanc et rouge. 

Fast forward to Wednesday night, it was Anderson delivering a two-goal, 
playoff-like performance his father’s Habs so desperately needed. 

Gary Anderson's signed 2003-04 Canadiens jersey. 

2. It may not always be pretty, but Brady Tkachuk continually gives you a 
reason to tune in each night. 

Even when the cameras catch him during the national anthem, you can 
see he is pretty animated doing a lot of self-talk. Tkachuk likes to pump 
himself up that way, while visualizing what he is going to do in the game. 
On nights where he’s not feeling 100 per cent, he uses those moments to 
get his energy level to where it needs to be. 

When Tkachuk was going through the draft process, a few teams asked 
him to see a sports psychologist in an attempt to get to know him on a 
deeper level. During those sessions, Tkachuk learned about the value of 
that self-talk and reminding himself who he is as a player right before a 
game. It has been part of his routine ever since. 

You’ll be hard-pressed to find a game where Tkachuk ever looks ill-
prepared. 

3. Josh Norris hasn’t turned 22 yet, but has already been a lot of places 
and seen a lot of things in his lifetime. 

He spent a large portion of his childhood living in Germany. 

For 10 months a year, the Norris family was overseas as his father, 
Dwayne, played pro in the DEL and later worked in management with the 
Frankfurt Lions. For two seasons, Dwayne’s centre was Peter Draisaitl 
who also has a son who is a pretty darn good hockey player. 
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Josh and his two brothers were “locker room rats” according to Dwayne. 
When they weren’t running around the dressing room or watching the 
action from the crowd, they were playing games of their own. 

Dwayne missed a lot of those trips due to his schedule, so his wife, Traci 
fully embraced the role of “Hockey Mom.” Off she would go with Coale 
(the oldest), Josh and Dalton (the youngest) to tournaments all over 
Europe. 

Josh would play up not one, but two age groups with his older brother 
Coale. 

“They pushed each other,” Dwayne said. It didn’t take long for Josh to 
establish himself as one of the best players on the ice despite being the 
youngest out there. The question was, how would he compare to kids his 
age back in North America? 

The adjustment wasn’t a problem for Josh. His dad maintains he always 
had that self-belief, right from when he was growing up playing against 
kids two years older than him in cities thousands of miles away from his 
hometown. 

The rest of us are just seeing it on full display now as Josh has become a 
centreman DJ Smith trusts in any situation and will surely be in the 
conversation as a Calder Trophy finalist at season’s end. 

4. Alex Formenton loves fashion. He loves it so much, he launched his 
own clothing company a few years ago. 

Tight Apparel is the brainchild of Alex, his older brother Justin and long-
time friend Hayden Stewart. When Alex was in junior, they wanted to 
come up with a way to rep their own brand. 

Their vision was clear: stylish, affordable streetwear. 

The company is based in Formenton’s hometown of Barrie, ON. The plan 
is to also continue to find ways to partner with different charities and 
initiatives in the area to create limited edition clothing lines as a way to 
give back to the community. 

Formenton is a big fan of Russell Westbrook and his style. While he still 
loves the clean, professional look of wearing suits to games, Formenton 
admits he would love to see the NHL get to a point where players are 
able to rep their own brand when walking into an arena. 

I have no idea what this new show is with colleague Shawn McKenzie 
dressed in all-white and Elliotte Friedman wearing sunglasses 
indoors…but perhaps Formenton could be a future guest. 
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TSN.CA / Campbell aims to snap slump against Hellebuyck, Jets 

After a record-breaking start to the season, Maple Leafs goalie Jack 
Campbell has dropped three straight games and has an .872 save 
percentage over his last six games. He'll make his 15th start of 2020-21 
tonight against Vezina Trophy winner Connor Hellebuyck and the Jets, 
Mark Masters writes. 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
skated at Bell MTS Place in Winnipeg on Thursday ahead of tonight’s 
game against the Jets. 

Paul Maurice broke into a smile and interrupted a Toronto-based 
columnist asking about Winnipeg's goaltending situation.  

"You have a completely legitimate question," the Jets bench boss 
acknowledged, "and now I'm coaching two teams … because I know the 
story, right. If you have a website [up] you're going to get the Toronto 
articles." 

Maurice, of course, once coached the Leafs and understands the media 
circus that follows the team and how one quote can quickly grow legs. 
And, he knows what the big issue is right now in the centre of the hockey 
universe.  

Sheldon Keefe was blunt after watching David Rittich allow five goals on 
28 shots in a loss on Tuesday in Vancouver. The Leafs coach readily 
admitted he is concerned about his team's goaltending.  

After a record-breaking start, Jack Campbell has dropped three straight 
games and has an .872 save percentage over his last six games. He'll 
make his 15th start of the season tonight. 

Frederik Andersen continues to skate, but there is no timeline for his 
return from a lower-body injury, which has kept him sidelined since 
March 19.  

Meanwhile, Maurice can send Vezina Trophy winner Connor Hellebuyck 
out for his 37th start of the season tonight. He is the clear No. 1 in 
Winnipeg.  

"The advantage for me is … I don't have to spend much time worrying 
about it," Maurice finally said. 

Maurice on benefit of a starter like Hellebuyck: I don't have to spend time 
worrying about it 

When asked about the advantage of having a starter like Connor 
Hellebuyck, Jets head coach Paul Maurice offered a simple explanation. 
The reigning Vezina Trophy winner has been stellar for the Jets, and 
Maurice and d-man Josh Morrissey spoke about the confidence they 
have in their net-minder. 

Hellebuyck has a .919 save percentage this season and has been really 
good against the Leafs (.929 save percentage in six games). 

"It gives you a ton of confidence to just go play," said Jets defenceman 
Josh Morrissey. "He's just so solid in the net. He never looks out of 
control or rattled or like anything's bothering him. He's just so calm. We 
know he's prepared to play and prepared to be at his best and that sort of 
radiates out through the team." 

Campbell, on the other hand, has never been the main guy for an NHL 
team before. He has also been really down on himself of late. After an 
overtime goal squeezed through him in Vancouver on Sunday, Campbell 
admitted he was in a slump and felt like he cost the team two points. 

Keefe is giving goalie coach Steve Briere some space to work with 
Campbell.  

"It's just getting back to the plan that he had that led him to success and 
clearing his head and just focusing on being a good goaltender, having 
some fun and not putting too much pressure or expectations on himself," 
said Keefe. "Just go out there and play." 

One week ago, Campbell allowed three goals on six shots and was 
pulled in the first period against the Jets.  

"That hasn't entered into my mind at all, to be honest," Keefe insisted. 
"These games come fast and furious here with the schedule and even 
though it's just a few games ago, it feels like a long time ago and a lot 
has transpired since then. So, it hasn't entered into my mind at all. In fact, 
if anything, what's entered my mind is the last time we were in here and 
Jack was unbelievable so we're living in that head space." 

Campbell won Toronto's previous two games in Winnipeg, stopping 57 of 
59 shots. With 10 games left in the regular season, Campbell doesn't 
have much time to rediscover that form.  
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The first-place Leafs are winless in five (0-3-2), which is their longest 
such skid of the season. Toronto's lead on Winnipeg is down to four 
points with the Jets holding a game in hand. 

"Our guys are really even keel," said Keefe. "They're really confident in 
their own abilities and the collective ability of the team … We didn't get 
results out there in Vancouver, but the scoring chances over the two 
games were 52 to 17 in favour of us so we have lots of reasons to 
continue to believe in what we're doing." 

Keefe confident in Campbell and the team amidst recent slump 

Sheldon Keefe spoke about Jack Campbell getting the start against 
Winnipeg saying that he thought Campbell played unbelievably in his 
previous game in Winnipeg, despite what others thought. Keefe going on 
to say that the team as a whole is in a good headspace and the spirit of 
the time is high. 

Nick Foligno will make his Leafs debut tonight on the top line with Auston 
Matthews and Mitch Marner.  

"Might as well jump right in, right," he said with a grin. 

Foligno and Matthews played together on a line at the 2016 World 
Championship.  

"He was a young kid, but he dominated the Worlds even then," recalled 
Foligno. "I had a lot of fun playing with him many years ago and hopefully 
we can rekindle some of the magic and, obviously, it won't hurt having 
Mitch Marner on the other side." 

Alex Galchenyuk will shift to the second line with John Tavares and 
William Nylander.  

"John and Will are really rolling right now ... and they had good chemistry 
with Galchenyuk previously," Keefe explained. "The Matthews-Marner 
line could use a little boost right now and it's normally the type of time 
when you'd put [Zach] Hyman with those guys. Obviously, Zach's not 
available [due to a MCL sprain] so I just thought it's a good fit and it's a 
great way to introduce Nick to our team." 

Twice Keefe approached Foligno to make sure he was comfortable 
playing tonight. After all, the 33-year-old just came out of a week-long 
quarantine and hasn't even had a full practice with the team yet.  

"I'm sure it will take me a little while, but short shifts tonight and I'm just 
going to have fun with it," Foligno said. "I think I'll be playing off 
adrenaline more than anything." 

Foligno has recorded 109 hits this season, which is 26 more than Jake 
Muzzin who leads the Leafs with 83.  

"What I bring is that physical presence, you know, nothing flashy," 
Foligno said. "I'm obviously able to play on the offensive side, but [I'm] 
just a steady presence out there." 

"A big reason why you acquire veteran players is because they know 
exactly who they are," noted Keefe. "They know exactly what works for 
them. They know what they need to bring." 

It should be an emotional night for Foligno, who is following in his father's 
footsteps. Mike Foligno helped the Leafs reach the conference final back 
in 1993 and Nick was wearing an old hat from those days at his media 
availability.  

"Nice to be able to rock it and bring a little bit of old with the new," 
Foligno said. "A lot of great memories of that time and nice to kind of 
bring it in here. What was the saying back then? The passion returns? 
Hopefully I can bring a little of that into the mix here." 

Foligno excited to contribute in any way he can ahead of Leafs debut 

Nick Foligno is bringing a sense of positivity and optimism ahead of his 
Leafs debut. Foligno said that he will play a hard-paced game, but not 
hold himself to high expectations and look to contribute where he can, 
adding he has a lot of confidence in his new team. 

Zach Bogosian is sidelined with a suspected shoulder injury. The team is 
awaiting a diagnosis, but the right-side rearguard will miss at least a 
week and likely more.  

Ben Hutton, acquired from the Anaheim Ducks at the deadline, has 
joined the team, but won't play tonight.  

The third defence pair will feature 21-year-old Rasmus Sandin and Travis 
Dermott, a lefty who will shift over.  

"Sandin is more of a priority for us now, to get him up and going, and we 
want to get Dermott back involved," Keefe said. "The first thing for Hutton 
is just to get comfortable and get back going again and I would think we'll 
get him in at some point in time. That's what I've told him, but he's going 
to have to be patient with it." 

Sandin just returned from a fractured foot and looked good in logging 
more than 16 minutes on Tuesday. It was only his third game since the 
pandemic started. 

"He's got a confident attitude towards the game in the best way," 
observed defenceman Morgan Rielly. "He goes out there and has fun. I 
was happy for him. I thought he played well and whenever he's in our 
lineup it’s always a lot of fun to watch him. The more that he plays and 
the more exposure he gets the more confident he'll be and he's just going 
to keep growing into a great defenceman for us." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Sandin in the spotlight; Hutton must be patient 

With Zach Bogosian out of the line-up for an unforeseen amount of time, 
Sheldon Keefe was asked if Ben Hutton would be given an opportunity, 
Keefe responded saying that currently Rasmus Sandin is more of a 
priority. TSN's Mark Masters has more on Bogosian and what to expect 
for the Leafs' line-ups ahead of their game in Winnipeg. 

Ilya Mikheyev is a game-time decision with an undisclosed injury.  

Lines at Thursday's morning skate:  

Foligno - Matthews - Marner 

Galchenyuk - Tavares - Nylander 

Mikheyev - Kerfoot - Simmonds  

Thornton - Brooks - Spezza  

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Holl 

Sandin - Dermott 

Campbell starts  

Rittich 
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TSN.CA / McDavid's primary-assist streak more proof of special season 

With 25 goals and 38 first assists totaling 63, McDavid has more primary 
points than every player in the NHL - other than Leon Draisaitl - has total 
points. 

 

By Steve Dryden 

 

Connor McDavid has a 17-and-oh record since March 15. 

The NHL scoring leader has earned 17 assists in his past 15 games, 
every one of them a first assist. 
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Seventeen primary assists. Zero secondary assists. 

Not a single “cheesy apple” amongst them. 

A league-leading 38 of McDavid’s league-leading 52 helpers this season 
have been first assists. 

This corner has long argued that the only thing more misguided than 
assists equalling goals in the scoring race is second assists equalling 
goals in the scoring race. 

McDavid has 77 points this season, 13 more than runner-up Leon 
Draisaitl’s 64. 

With 25 goals and 38 first assists totaling 63, McDavid has more primary 
points than every player in the league other than Draisaitl has total 
points. 

McDavid’s two primary assists Wednesday versus Montreal were the 
16th and 17th of a remarkable streak for the game’s most remarkable 
player. 

It is the third longest such streak since 2000-01 and eight shy of Montreal 
Canadien Bobby Rousseau’s all-time record of 25 straight first assists in 
1968-69, according to Randy Robles of the Elias Sports Bureau. 

It is but more evidence of how special this season has been for McDavid, 
as detailed previously by TSN Sr. Hockey Reporter Frank Seravalli. 

What makes McDavid’s streak stand out among the six players who have 
had streaks of at least 17 first assists this millennium is the number of 
games he has taken to earn them: a mere 15. 

He is the only one to average more than one first assist per game over 
the consecutive assist streak. 

Taylor Hall had a 17 first-assist streak as recently as last year, but it was 
spread over 32 games with two teams (New Jersey and Arizona). 

Alex Ovechkin had 18 consecutive first assists over 24 games in 2007-
08. It took Brandon Sutter 58 games to match Ovechkin in 2009-10. 

Evgeny Kuznetsov (2015-16) and Elias Lindholm (2016-17) each had 19 
primary-assist streaks – Kuznetsov over 27 games and Lindholm over 
38. 

Rousseau, a four-time Stanley Cup winner with Montreal, needed 49 
games to set the all-time record. 

McDavid last earned a second assist March 13 on Draisaitl’s goal versus 
Vancouver. Draisaitl has been the primary recipient of McDavid’s 
largesse during the current streak, scoring six goals off  the captain’s first 
assists. 

Add the eight goals McDavid has scored during this period and McDavid 
has 25 straight primary points. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews-Marner duo deserves to be mentioned among NHL’s 
most deadly 

Once you get past the elite top lines in Vegas and Colorado, Toronto’s 
most formidable offensive duo is as good a pair as the league has to 
offer, Travis Yost writes. 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

Between Auston Matthews’ Herculean goal-scoring and Mitch Marner’s 
passing and playmaking ability, the Toronto Maple Leafs have one of the 
most formidable offensive duos in the National Hockey League. 

But how formidable is formidable? Are they the best scoring duo in the 
league? 

It’s not an unreasonable question to ask. The Maple Leafs have been 
reticent to separate Matthews and Marner over the years (they’ve played 
87 per cent of their minutes together this year at even strength), and for 
good reason – the team scores goals in bunches whenever they are on 
the ice, irrespective of who the third forward is on that line. 

Zach Hyman has been a sensational fit with Matthews and Marner, but 
Sheldon Keefe has experimented with Alex Galchenyuk and the veteran 
Joe Thornton, as well. 

At any rate, the duo is lighting it up again. They have outscored their 
opponents 39-24 at even strength, and it’s the goals for number that 
stands out. That’s an average north of 3.6 goals per 60 minutes of even-
strength play, or, said another way, 16 per cent higher than the league’s 
top-scoring even-strength team in the Washington Capitals. 

It’s also part of a multi-year trend, which gives us even more confidence 
that it’s not a short-term surge in production. 

The list of duos around the league that could rival the Matthews and 
Marner production are few and far between, but they aren’t devoid of 
competition. 

This sort of trend raises a question: If Matthews and Marner are on the 
short list of best offensive duos, who else in that group? And are there 
any tandems around the league more productive than the pair on 
Toronto’s top line? 

I pulled every forward combination averaging at least 3.1 goals per 60 
minutes – the same scoring level of the aforementioned Washington 
Capitals – on a base of at least 400 minutes. 

As you might suspect, Marner and Matthews are near the top of the list. 
But they have serious competition with a pair of teams from the West 
Division: 

It’s not a surprise to see the top six spots occupied by the two best lines 
in hockey. Peter DeBoer (Vegas) and Jared Bednar (Colorado) can 
comfortably argue they have the two best lines in hockey right now – the 
Mark Stone-Chandler Stephenson-Max Pacioretty line and the Gabriel 
Landeskog-Nathan MacKinnon-Mikko Rantanen line have both been 
obliterating the West Division all season long. 

And much like we are getting increasingly confident about just how 
dominant Matthews and Marner are being this productive spanning 
multiple years, the same is true in both Vegas and Colorado. The Vegas 
goal numbers are almost impossible to believe. 

But once you get away from the league’s two elite lines, you can see that 
Matthews and Marner are as good a pair as the league has to offer. 

Their biggest intra-division competition unquestionably comes from 
Edmonton. There are a few Oilers’ duos in there, but one you won’t see 
is Leon Draisaitl and Connor McDavid, who have played 290 minutes 
together at even strength (and thus didn’t meet the minimum ice-time 
requirement). If they were eligible, they would rocket to the top spot on 
this leaderboard, averaging a jaw-dropping 6.0 goals for per 60 minutes 
of play. 

A common theme on this list is a playmaker – perhaps an elite passer, or 
a strong skater – paired with a goal-scorer playing on a dynamic 
offensive team. 

It’s quite difficult organizationally to be able to find a tandem like that. But 
when you do, the goals come aplenty. 
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TSN.CA / Foligno to debut on Leafs' top line 

Toronto’s prized trade-deadline acquisition is eager to make his presence 
felt with new team, Kristen Shilton writes. 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Nick Foligno isn’t wasting more time. 

The Maple Leafs’ prized trade-deadline acquisition endured his seven-
day quarantine and was finally able to join his Toronto teammates in 
Winnipeg on Wednesday night. When Foligno makes his Leafs debut on 
Thursday, he’ll do it skating on the team’s top line with Auston Matthews 
and Mitch Marner.  

“Might as well jump right in, right?” Foligno joked on a Zoom call 
Thursday following the team’s morning skate. “I'm fortunate to play with 
any guy in that room. Wherever I'm asked to be, I'll do my best. I'm 
looking forward to just having some fun with these guys, starting off with 
them and hopefully we can get a big win tonight.” 

Foligno met the media wearing a throwback Leafs hat gifted to him by 
dad, Mike. The family patriarch played for Toronto from 1990-93, and the 
two have houses next to each other in Sudbury, Ont., where Foligno 
served his period of isolation.  

The token from his father came with a reminder to Foligno of what he 
should be adding to the Leafs.  

“He just said play with passion, and I think that's something I can bring,” 
Foligno said. “You want your kid to have the best opportunity to play 
meaningful games, and right now I have that opportunity with a great 
team. Make the most of it, have a ton of fun and I think if you play with 
passion, all the other stuff falls into place.” 

Toronto is counting on Foligno to be a game-changer. The Leafs traded a 
first-round pick in the 2021 NHL Entry Draft and a fourth-round pick in 
2022 to Columbus for Foligno back on April 11. The deal also included 
shipping a 2021 fourth-round pick to San Jose for retaining 25 per cent of 
Foligno’s $5.5 million salary, and the Leafs got forward Stefan Noesen as 
part of that negotiation. 

Noesen also joined the Leafs in Winnipeg, as did another trade deadline 
acquisition, Ben Hutton.  

Foligno was the focal point of Toronto’s deadline moves though, and he’s 
eager to start making an impact. It’s been nine years since Foligno 
played for an NHL team other than the Blue Jackets, but at least he has 
some past familiarity with Matthews. They were linemates for Team USA 
at the 2016 world championships, and Foligno hopes they can channel 
some of that same energy into Thursday’s game.  

“He dominated the worlds even then,” Foligno said of Matthews. “I just 
see the maturation of him and how he commands the game. He can turn 
it on a dime and play with his offensive abilities. I’m really thrilled to be 
back out there with him; had a lot of fun playing with him [before] and 
hopefully we can rekindle some of the magic. And obviously it won't hurt 
having Mitch Marner on the other side.” 

Coach Sheldon Keefe decided to place Foligno on that line because he 
thought Matthews and Marner could use the boost. Normally Keefe 
would slide Zach Hyman on the line to get it rolling, but Hyman is out at 
least two weeks with a sprained MCL. 

So Keefe is turning to Foligno, although he did first give the 33-year-old 
forward the option to ease into the lineup.  

“I did speak to him about the fact that if he's not feeling comfortable and 
he's not feeling ready he doesn't need to play tonight,” Keefe said. “But 
he wasn't hearing that. He's excited to play and acknowledged his job as 
a pro, regardless of the circumstances, is to be ready and play games. I 
don't think you need to say too much.” 

So Foligno will dress Thursday night for his first game in exactly two 
weeks. Given the long layoff, he’s not expecting too much of himself but 
would like to make his presence felt. 

Foligno notched just seven goals and 16 points in 42 games with a 
struggling Blue Jackets club this season. Alongside Matthews and 
Marner, Foligno’s focus will be elevating their games as opposed to 
racking up points.  

“What I bring is that physical presence, nothing flashy,” Foligno said. “I'm 
able to play on the offensive side of it, but just being a steady presence 
out there and hoping to help. I'm not expecting to jump in and start 
dangling, but I do want to contribute on the other side where you're hard 
to play against. Just play a hard style of game, chip in where I can, not 
expect too much of myself and all the while knowing that I have full 
confidence in being able to help this team.” 

The Leafs could certainly use a hand. They’re going into Winnipeg mired 
in a season-long five-game winless streak after dropping a pair to 
Vancouver. Only four points separate Toronto from the Jets atop the 
North Division standings, and the Jets have a game in hand.   

Jack Campbell will be tapped for the start on Thursday, going opposite 
Connor Hellebuyck for the Jets. The Leafs netminder has been going 
through rough stretch of his own lately. Campbell was pulled for allowing 
three goals on six shots to the Jets on April 15, just one of three straight 
losses he’s suffered since setting an NHL record with 11 straight wins to 
start the season.  

But Keefe is confident in going back to Campbell because of how he’s 
previously fared in Winnipeg. When Toronto visited for a two-game stint 
three weeks ago, Campbell posted consecutive wins while giving up just 
two goals against.  

“Last time we were here, Jack was unbelievable,” Keefe said. “So, we're 
living in that headspace and we want to give him an opportunity here 
today to get back in the net.” 

Keefe did not have an updated timetable on defenceman Zach Bogosian, 
who left Tuesday’s game with an injury after going hard into the boards. 
All Keefe could say was that Bogosian would miss “more than a week,” 
meaning Travis Dermott and Rasmus Sandin will combine on Toronto’s 
third pairing.  

Winger Ilya Mikheyev, who missed Tuesday’s game with an undisclosed 
injury, was a full participant in morning skate on Thursday but remains a 
game-time decision.  

The one thing the Leafs can count on though is an inspired Foligno out 
on the ice, ready to make the most of a 10-game push towards the 
postseason.  

“I think I'll be playing off adrenaline more than anything tonight and I'm 
looking forward to being out there,” he said. “I think I was able to stay in 
somewhat decent shape [during quarantine]. Obviously nothing ever 
mimics being on the ice and I'm sure it'll take me a little while, but short 
shifts tonight and I'm just going to have fun with it.” 
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USA TODAY / 'We are all wrecked': Kendall Coyne Schofield blasts 
cancellation of Women's World Championship 
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Mike Brehm 

 

U.S. women's hockey star Kendall Coyne Schofield blasted this week's 
decision to cancel the 2021 Women's World Championship. 

The decision was made Wednesday by health officials in Nova Scotia out 
of safety concerns because of the COVID-19 pandemic. The tournament 
had been scheduled to be held in Halifax and Truro from May 6-16. 

"This does not mean that we will not have a Women’s World 
Championship in 2021," International Ice Hockey Federation president 
Rene Fasel said. "We owe it to every single player that was looking 
forward to getting back on the ice after such a difficult year that we do 
everything possible to ensure this tournament can be moved to new 
dates and played this year.” 

While understanding the need for health and safety, Coyne Schofield, 
who with Team USA won an Olympic gold medal in 2018, was upset 
about the lack of a contingency plan to hold the tournament in case the 
Nova Scotia site didn't work. 

"There was not one positive case," she tweeted on Thursday. "Every 
single country, player and staff member committed to the protocols the 
Nova Scotia health officials outlined and we successfully did everything 
that was asked of us in order to safely compete – until we were told we 
couldn’t. 

"We are all wrecked. Devastated for so many reasons. But to learn that 
was there was no contingency plan and the IIHF is letting 250 of the best 
players in the world return to their homes today with, ‘We are seeking 
new dates,’ is simply unacceptable." 

The 2020 women's tournament was also canceled by the pandemic. 

USA Hockey said in a statement that it "shared the heartbreak of our 
athletes and staff who put so much in preparing for the World 
Championship." It also expressed confidence that the IIHF and Hockey 
Canada would be able to hold the tournament sometime during the 
summer. 

Coyne Schofield said she had many questions and wanted transparency. 

"Does that mean we should keep training every single day like we have 
been since the last international competition two years ago – without 
knowing when or even if – the tournament will be played?" she asked. 
"Should our staff be prepared to tell their families and jobs they may be 
packing up for another potential 31 days if new dates are being sought 
out?" 

The men's world junior championships were held in Edmonton, Alberta, 
in December and January, and the men's under-18 tournament was 
moved from Michigan to Texas and is scheduled to be played next week. 

Kendall Coyne wanted to know why the IIHF didn't consider switching the 
women's tournament "knowing the climate of Halifax." 

"This response shows the lack of care the IIHF had when it comes to 
making sure the Women’s Worlds was successful like the other 
international hockey events we have so joyfully watched over the last 
year and will be watching very soon," Coyne Schofield said. "Those 
tournaments had contingency plans and plans to pivot the locations if the 
dialogue between the tournament and local health officials couldn’t be 
mutually agreed upon. 

"Like so many of us, I’m tired of saying this … but even more exhausted 
from feeling it: Women’s hockey, once again, deserves more and better." 
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