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Should Hurricanes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic be in the Calder Trophy conversation?  

By Chip Alexander  

Goaltenders don’t win the Calder Trophy in the NHL, do 
they? 

OK, a few have been named the league’s rookie of the year. 
Goalie Steve Mason won the Calder with the Columbus Blue 
Jackets in 2009. Andrew Raycroft won with the Boston 
Bruins in 2004 and Evgeni Nabokov with the San Jose 
Sharks in 2001. 

That’s the list of goalies and the Calder since 2000. A short 
one. 

Which brings us to Alex Nedeljkovic of the Carolina 
Hurricanes, and his chances of being in the Calder mix for 
2021.  

Nedeljkovic has the numbers: a 1.87 goals-against average, 
.933 save percentage and three shutouts. He stepped in 
when goalie Petr Mrazek went out with a thumb injury in 
January and has been ever valuable for Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour as the Hurricanes have put together a big 
season. 

“Alex has undoubtedly been one of the league’s best 
rookies,” NHL analyst Matt Larkin of The Hockey News told 
the News & Observer on Friday. “On top of the three 
shutouts, he leads the league in five on five save percentage 
and goals saved above average per 60. When he’s played, 
he’s been as good as any goalie in the league. 

“What will hold him back in the Calder discussion is being 
‘Binningtoned,’ in that the sample size might be too small to 
win Nedeljkovic the Calder because his role was smaller to 
start the season before Petr Mrazek got hurt. But it wouldn’t 
be a surprise to see him get some votes along with Dallas’ 
Jake Oettinger.” 

Jordan Binnington had a huge role as the St. Louis Blues 
won the 2019 Stanley Cup. The goalie was called up from 
the AHL in December 2018 and went 24-5-1 in the regular 
season with a 1.89 GAA and .927 save percentage. He then 
won 16 playoff games in the Blues’ run to the Cup. 

Binnington was second in the 2019 Calder vote, finishing 
behind forward Elias Pettersson of the Vancouver Canucks. 
Pettersson had 151 of the 171 first-place votes. 

Nedeljkovic, a former second-round draft pick by Carolina, 
has played 18 games this season after his 32-save victory 
over the Florida Panthers on Thursday. He has a 12-4-2 
record, teaming with goalie James Reimer while Mrazek was 
out. 

But how does he compare to forward Kirill Kaprizov of the 
Minnesota Wild, generally considered the Calder favorite. He 
scored his 20th and 21st goals in 46 games on Friday, a 

franchise record for a rookie. Forwards as Josh Norris and 
Tim Stützle of Ottawa also have had solid rookie seasons. 

“I think his body of work is not quite there yet to include him 
in with all those guys,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Thursday. “Hopefully by the end of the year. We’ll have to 
see how many more starts he gets.  

“Certainly his play has warranted it. It’s tough when you look 
at the other guys who have played all year. But that’s where 
those awards get tough to really say, ‘Hey, you should be in 
there when your body of work’s not quite there.’ But definitely 
by how he’s played, for sure.” 

Canes captain Jordan Staal, asked if Nedeljkovic should be 
in the Calder conversation, quickly replied, “Absolutely.” He’s 
biased, of course, but made some good points about the 
goalie the players call “Ned.” 

“Every time he’s started he’s given us a very good chance to 
win,” Staal said Thursday. “You ask our D, he’s been 
amazing moving the puck, so it just takes more stress of our 
D zone. He does things that other goalies can’t do. Obviously 
he’s made some big saves at key times.” 

Nedeljkovic had to make some high-quality saves Thursday 
to help pull the Canes past the Panthers 4-2 in the matchup 
of Central Division leaders. He was the backstop on the 
penalty kill as the Panthers went 1-for-9 on the power play 
and scored only on a 5-on-3. He faced 19 shots in the third 
as Florida had 16 scoring chances in the period 
(naturalstattrick.com.)  

With 3:20 left in regulation and the Canes leading 3-2, the 
Panthers’ Jonathan Huberdeau had an open net during a 
scramble in front of the Canes net. But Nedeljkovic made a 
quick push to his left to get a piece of the puck with his glove. 

“He’s been a gamer for us,” Staal said. “All our goalies have 
been really good this year and Ned’s no different. Him being 
in that conversation should be a must.” 

OF NOTE: Brind’Amour said forward Jordan Martinook was 
“not great” Friday after being hip-checked into the boards in 
Thursday’s game. Brin’Amour said the hope was it would not 
be a long-term injury but said Martinook would not play 
Saturday against the Panthers. 

Forward Teuvo Teravainen (concussion symptoms) took part 
in the limited team practice Friday and but probably will not 
play Saturday, Brind’Amour said. “He looked really good 
today, though,” he said. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Florida Panthers 

When: Saturday, 7 p.m. 

Where: BB&T Center, Sunrise, Fla. 

TV: BSSO (Bally).
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Here's How the Canes Can Clinch a Playoff Berth This Weekend 

Canes can punch return ticket to playoffs as early as Friday 

By Michael Smith 

SUNRISE - The Carolina Hurricanes can clinch their third 
consecutive appearance in the Stanley Cup Playoffs as soon 
as Friday night. 

The Canes are idle on Friday night, but here's how it's 
possible, and here's how the Canes could have a crack at it 
themselves on Saturday. 

The Canes will clinch a playoff berth on Friday night if the 
Chicago Blackhawks beat the Nashville Predators in 
regulation. For those who want to scoreboard watch, the 
puck drops in that game at 8 p.m. ET and is available on 
ESPN+. 

If the Blackhawks do not secure a regulation win against the 
Predators, the Canes' next chance to punch their return 
ticket to the playoffs would be Saturday night with a win 
(regulation or otherwise) against the Florida Panthers. 
There's also a possibility that a single point on Saturday 
would seal the deal, depending on how Friday night's tilt 
between the Blackhawks and Predators plays out, but either 
way, a Canes win will do the trick. 

In any case, odds are likely that the Canes can clinch a trip 
back to the Stanley Cup Playoffs this weekend. It would be 
the team's third consecutive postseason appearance, a first 
in Canes history and the first time the franchise has done so 
since the Hartford Whalers made seven straight trips to the 
playoffs from 1986-92.

 

Tweetmail: Dougie Hamilton Edition 

By Michael Smith 

SUNRISE - Hello and welcome to a special edition of 
Tweetmail presented by Segra. This week, I take your 
Twitter questions straight to Dougie Hamilton. This was 
something we wanted to do last year, but then an 
unfortunate injury changed the trajectory of his season. Now, 
he's closing in on his 600th career NHL game, so why don't 
we circle back around to this? 

Let's get to some "Hamailton." 

What is the best thing about playing in Carolina? - 
@thedunnebros 

Hamilton: I really like the team, our culture and our 
leadership, starting with Rod and working down from there. I 
think we've built something pretty special here in the last 
couple of years. I've been lucky to be a part of that. It's been 
a lot of fun. We've got a great group of guys, and we've had 
a lot of fun at the rink over the years. The fans have been 
great, and seeing the fans build since that first year, how 
many more people are engaged in the Hurricanes, it's been 
cool to see. It's been a lot of fun for me over the last three 
years. 

What are you most looking forward to going to the playoffs 
for the third year in a row? - @AnnieGoldman 

Hamilton: It's going to be unique, again. The first year was so 
special with our fans. Last year with the bubble was a unique 
experience. For me, coming back from injury was definitely 
different, for sure, after not playing for a while. This year, 
we're just trying not to look too far ahead. We'll have that 
atmosphere. It will be a little different, but we have such a 
good team that hopefully we can have some fun. 

What do you enjoy doing during the offseason? - 
@HHandorf 

Hamilton: I like to see my family. I usually go home and see 
my family and hang out with my brother a lot. We enjoy 
working out together. Laying by the pool. Going golfing. All 
that kind of stuff. 

Who is the funniest guy on the team? - @N8_wil 

Hamilton: Right now, I'd probably say Nechy (Martin Necas). 
He's got some good stuff going right now. He's gotten a little 
bit more comfortable since last year. Some funny stuff comes 
out of his mouth. I get a good laugh out of him. I sit beside 
Troch (Vincent Trocheck) at home a lot, and he's got some 
comments that get me going pretty good. I've enjoyed that. 

Top three hockey memories? - @sparkleshorty 

Hamilton: One was playing for Team Canada in World 
Juniors with my brother, for sure. We were the first brothers 
to make the team in a while, I think. It was kind of our dream 
to do that always. My parents both represented Canada, so 
we wanted to represent Canada. To be able to do it together 
was our dream come true. 

(Editor's note: For those that didn't know, Dougie's mom, 
Lynn, and father, Doug, both represented Team Canada at 
the Summer Olympics. Lynn played basketball in 1984, and 
Doug competed in rowing in 1984, when he won a bronze 
medal, and 1988.) 

Two, playing in the NHL with my brother - we always dreamt 
of doing it together, and we were lucky to be able to do it. 
Obviously, you want to do it longer, but you have to be 
grateful for being able to do it. 
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(Editor's note, again: Dougie's brother, Freddie, played 75 
NHL games for San Jose, Colorado, Calgary and Arizona. 
They were teammates with Niagara of the OHL in 2009-12 
and Calgary of the NHL in 2015-18.) 

And then the other normal stuff - playoff hockey, scoring my 
first goal, first NHL game, all that stuff. 

Favorite plane or road trip snack? - @tellpigeonno 

Hamilton: I'm not going to say no to too many snacks. Kind 
of what you'd expect. We don't have too much on our planes 
right now. We've got some healthy popcorn, so I'd say that 
right now on the plane. 

Favorite thing you've read or watched in the last six months? 
- @sparkleshorty 

Hamilton: "The Queen's Gambit." I read the book first, and 
then I heard the show was good. I really liked it. 

What country do you want to visit the most? - @tellpigeonno 

Hamilton: Somewhere tropical, it doesn't really matter where. 
Somewhere tropical where there is a mixture of something 
cool with nature. 

Who is someone you would feel starstruck to meet in 
person? - @DcembrButterfly 

Hamilton: Steph Curry. Over the last couple of a years, I've 
really enjoyed watching him. I like him as a person and as a 
player. You can see his attitude, and I think he'd be someone 
I'd really like to be around. I think he has an infectious 
personality, and he brings everyone up. I could be wrong, but 
that's what I feel like. I think if I were to ever meet him, I'd be 
pretty quiet, I think. 

Will the banana phone make any appearance in the 
remaining games? - @Orzhov191 

Hamilton: [laughs] Probably not. 

Is the mullet coming back? - @tellpigeonno 

Hamilton: I think it's already kind of there. We'll see. I don't 
know if the scissors will do a little bit more chopping or not. 
We'll see. It's kind of a baby one right now. 

Can we get a BFF calendar of Dougie and Stormy? - 
@sparkleshorty 

Hamilton: I mean, we probably could. We've got that many 
pictures. It'd probably be pretty good. Maybe Stormy can put 
something like that together.

 

Preview: Hurricanes at Panthers 

Canes can punch return ticket to playoffs with victory 

By Michael Smith 

FORT LAUDERDALE - The Carolina Hurricanes face off 
again with the Florida Panthers with the chance to clinch a 
berth in the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs on the line. 

The Match-Up 

Carolina Hurricanes (31-10-5, 67 points) at Florida Panthers 
(30-13-5, 65 points) 

Saturday, April 24, 7 p.m. 

Watch: Bally Sports South, FOX Sports GO 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

About Thursday Night 

The Canes scored three goals in the second period - one at 
5-on-5, one on the power play and one shorthanded - and 
killed eight of nine penalties to land a 4-2 victory against the 

Panthers on Thursday night. Sebastian Aho scored two 
shorthanded goals, including an empty-netter late to seal the 
win, and Alex Nedeljkovic made 32 saves on 34 shots. The 
win improved the Canes to 6-0-1 on the season against 
Florida. 

"Every game is huge. It's the same two points available 
every night. It's tight standings," Aho said. "It was a big win 
for sure." 

Numbers to Know 

2: The Canes magic number to clinch a third consecutive 
berth in the Stanley Cup Playoffs is two. 

1: Nedeljkovic ranks first in the league in goals-against 
average (1.87) and save percentage (.933) among 
goaltenders who have played at least 10 games.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Foegele following Friday practice in Florida 

Coming off a big 4-2 win over the Panthers Thursday night, 
Carolina Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour and 
forward Warren Foegele spoke with members of the media 
via Zoom Friday.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes picked up a big 4-2 win over the 
Florida Panthers Thursday night, vaulting the Canes into first 
place in the Central Division with just over two weeks left in 
the regular season. 

The Canes grinded the Thursday night win out, killing off 
eight of the nine power plays the Panthers had en route to 
the win.Jordan Martinook, Nino Niederreiter and Sebastian 
Aho (twice) scored in the win, as Alex Nedeljkovic was 
strong in net once again.  

The Hurricanes practiced in Florida Friday afternoon ahead 
of its eighth and final regular season game against the 
Panthers Saturday. Following practice, head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour and forward Warren Foegele spoke with 
members of the media via Zoom.  

Here is everything they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the Canes having a chance to clinch a playoff spot Friday 
night and on if it carries the same weight as a couple years 
ago: I don’t know, to be quite honest. I didn’t even know that. 
You’re educating me. I don’t really look at the standings. I 
glance, but you just can’t. There’s too much hockey left. We 
have to worry about tomorrow night. If we get in tonight or 
tomorrow night or whatever, that’s great. But we have to try 
to focus on being our best tomorrow. Getting in would 
obviously be nice to have that there, but our focus has to be 
on one day at a time.  

On Jordan Martinook’s status: He’s not great, that’s for sure. 
I can’t tell you the extent of it because we don’t know. I’m 
hoping it’s not a long-term injury, but he’s not gonna play 
tomorrow.  

On what the main objective is of a practice like Friday’s 
between two games against the same team: There’s a few 
things. We didn’t practice everybody today. We’re not going 
to morning skate tomorrow, so really it’s almost like a 
morning skate today. We’ll go over some video and try to 
touch on one thing so we’re better at one thing for tomorrow.  

On if Teuvo Teravainen could play Saturday: I would hope 
so, but I don’t think so. He looked really good today. I’ve got 
to make sure I remind myself to tell him that. He still just 
doesn’t feel quite right. I think we’re getting closer. I certainly 
hope so, but I don’t plan on him being in tomorrow.  

On Petr Mrazek’s status: I would doubt him tomorrow. He’s 
kind of right now in the same boat. He’s nursing something. I 
think if we had to play him he could go, but it’s not really 
worth it.  

On whether James Reimer or Alex Nedeljkovic will be in goal 
Saturday: We’re gonna go back here now and figure that all 
out now that we kind of know where everyone lies. I guess 
everything’s up for debate at this point. Either one of those 
guys.  

Warren Foegele 

On how much they pay attention to the standings: Everyone 
kind of looks at it. We’re just curious what’s going on in the 
league. But I guess from like a team standpoint, we’re not 
really focused on other teams. We’re more focused on 
ourselves. I know a couple guys we browse just because we 
are curious.
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Carolina Hurricanes @ Florida Panthers: Game Preview 

The Carolina Hurricanes can clinch a post-season 
appearance with a win tonight.  

By Sarah.A  

Carolina Hurricanes (31-10-5) vs. Florida Panthers (30-13-5) 

2021 Regular Season Game 47 
Saturday, April 24, 2021 - 7 p.m. ET 
PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC 

Watch: Bally Sports Carolinas 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Litter Box Cats 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

If you’re curious as to how Florida Panthers fans feel about 
their most recent performance against the Carolina 
Hurricanes, you can get a quick summary by looking at the 
front page of Litter Box Cats, our SB Nation sibling site. 
“Infuriating,” they called it. I suppose that’s true, from a 
Panthers perspective. Over here, we’ll just call that last game 
“fun”.  

Tonight’s game marks the final meeting between these two 
teams this season. In seven games to date, the Panthers 
have only one win, a 4-3 overtime victory back in February. 
They’ve been outscored 26-15 and have lost now to all three 
Hurricanes goalies. In a season where literally every game is 
crucial for your spot in the standings, the Panthers probably 
aren’t going to look too fondly on this series and how it will 
ultimately impact their playoff matchup. 

As for the Hurricanes, if the collective math skills over here at 
Canes Country haven’t failed us, it’s possible for the team to 
clinch a playoff spot tonight with a win over the Panthers. 
Presuming all goes well, this will be the third consecutive 
playoff appearance for the team, a Carolina first. (The 
Hartford Whalers did it seven times in a row.)  

For one last time this season, let’s see how these two teams 
stack up:  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Panthers 

Record 31-10-5 30-13-5 

Goals/Game 3.17 3.19 

Goals Against/Game 2.35 2.67 

Shots/Game 32.46 34.04 

Face Off Win % 53.8% 50.6% 

Category Hurricanes Panthers 

Power Play % (Rank) 27.5% (1st) 20.8% (13th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 84.1% (5th) 79.4% (17th) 

ES Corsi For % 53.63% 52.05% 

ES PDO 100.86 100.53 

PIM/Game 07:40 09:00 

Goaltender #1 

Category James Reimer Sergei Bobrovsky 

Record 14-5-1 17-8-2 

Save % 0.907 .908 

GAA 2.68 2.83 

Goaltender #2 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Chris Driedger 

Record 12-4-2 12-5-3 

Save % .933 .927 

GAA 1.87 2.09 

Goaltender #3 

Category Petr Mrazek Spencer Knight 

Record 5-1-2 1-0-0 

Save % .939 .971 

GAA 1.60 1.00 

Game Notes 

 Special teams was the story of the night in the 
previous game: the Panthers converted on only one 
of nine power play opportunities, while the 
Hurricanes scored once on the man advantage and 
twice shorthanded. (Hi, Sebastian Aho, we see 
you.) The Hurricanes might not get that lucky again, 
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so taking nine penalties in tonight’s game seems 
inadvisable. 

 Since April 1, the Panthers’ special teams have 
been among the worst in the league. Their power 
play comes in at number 22 in the league (11.9%), 
while the penalty kill is 24th (76.7%).  

 Aho’s three shorthanded goals this season have 
him tied for second in the league, along with five 
other players, including Patrice Bergeron, and when 
you can say you’re tied in any category with 
Bergeron, well, you’re doing something right. Cam 
Atkinson, incidentally, leads the league with four 
shorthanded goals.  

 Vincent Trocheck is sitting on 38 points for the 
season. He’s matched his output from last season, 
and he’s done it a lot faster, too. Last year, between 
Florida and Carolina, Trocheck needed 62 games to 
reach 38 points.  

 Martin Necas sure seems like he’s been 
everywhere lately. He’s having the best season of 
his career, already exceeding last year’s 36 points. 
Like Trocheck, Necas got there a lot faster this 
year: 37 points in 43 games this year, compared to 
36 in 64 last year.  

 Even more interesting is that Necas is putting up 
those numbers with the lowest shooting percentage 
of his career to date.

The Top 30 Unrestricted Free Agents of 2021 

One reason the UFA class of 2021 has so many big names: 
It makes more sense to re-sign players after the expansion 
draft. 

By Matt Larkin 

With the 2021 NHL trade deadline in the rearview mirror, it’s 
time to update this list of the top unrestricted free agents in 
2021. This year’s UFA class must prepare for a topsy-turvy 
off-season for a second straight year. The league salary cap 
is expected to remain flat at $81.5 million. We also may see 
fewer UFAs than normal sign their contracts before going to 
market, as even the players planning to re-sign with their 
teams may hold off as part of handshake agreements so 
their teams don’t have to protect them in the Seattle Kraken 
expansion draft the week before the free-agency period 
begins. 

A shortened 2020-21 season means a small sample size, but 
we have seen some noteworthy perceived increases or 
decreases in certain UFAs’ values since I last updated this 
list. 

And now, the rankings. Ages listed as of July 28, 2021, the 
current slated started date for unrestricted free agency. 

1. ALEX OVECHKIN, LW, 35 
2020-21 cap hit: $9,538,462 
 
Hard to believe he’s concluding his 13-year, $124-million 
pact. It’s finally time. Ovechkin has already expressed his 
desire to finish his NHL career as a Capital and then play his 
final pro-hockey season with his hometown club: Dynamo 
Moscow of the KHL. We know he’ll be back with the Caps 
next year. It’s just a matter of whether he signs a short- or 
long-term deal. 

2. DOUGIE HAMILTON, D, 28 
2020-21 cap hit: $5,750,000 
 
In the past four seasons, no defenseman has scored more 

goals than Hamilton – despite him missing significant time 
with a broken leg last season. The old guard may not like his 
body language or off-ice interests – LOL, says the new guard 
– but he’s a top-tier puck mover and play driver who has 
great size and a right-handed shot. Expect him to command 
Pietrangelo money and term. Hamilton has openly expressed 
his desire to remain a Carolina Hurricane, but it sounds like 
contract talks are more or less shelved until the season 
ends, per The Athletic’s Sara Civian. The smart money is on 
him staying but, then again, that’s what most of us said about 
Pietrangelo in St. Louis a year ago. 

3. GABRIEL LANDESKOG, LW, 28 
2020-21 cap hit: $5,571,429 
 
Landeskog is the anti-Hamilton in that old-school hockey 
thinkers love Landeskog. Some league executives still talk 
about how impressed they were with his scouting interviews 
leading up to the 2011 draft. He’s a revered, heart-and-soul 
captain who blends top-line scoring touch with bruising 
physical play. Landeskog’s camp recently said he wants to 
be an Av for life, and GM Joe Sakic has the cap space to 
make that happen. 

4. RYAN NUGENT-HOPKINS, LW, 28 
2020-21 cap hit: $6,000,000 

Will Nugent-Hopkins test the market? He and the Oilers have 
been kicking the tires on an extension but haven’t settled on 
anything yet. ‘The Nuge’ is a tough player to appraise, as he 
racks up so many of his points on the power play alongside 
two superstars. He ranks 14th in the NHL in power-play 
points since 2018-19, with 42.1 percent of his points coming 
on the power play. He’s an important cog in Edmonton, 
however, as he plays a lot of minutes on the penalty kill, too. 
 
5. TUUKKA RASK, G, 34 
2020-21 cap hit: $7,000,000 
 
The Bruins’ decision to reduce Rask’s regular-season 
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workload in recent years has paid off in his play. Has it also 
lowered his price tag? The rise of third-string prospect 
Jeremy Swayman might push one of Rask and Jaroslav 
Halak out. Odds are it’s Halak, as Rask only wants to play in 
Boston and thus might consider taking a hometown discount 
to do so. The Bruins have good leverage. 

6. TAYLOR HALL, LW, 29 
2020-21 cap hit: $8,000,000 

Hall’s one-and-done Sabres season played out as a true 
worst-case scenario. In a way, even a season-ending injury 
would’ve preserved his UFA value in amber like a Jurassic 
Park mosquito, but gutting out two thirds of the season in 
Buffalo destroyed his numbers and his confidence. The 
home stretch and playoffs in a Bruins uniform will be vital to 
restoring his value. He’s already looked more effective in 
Boston. Given Hall's upside and that he remains on the right 
side of 30, he’ll have suitors and a multi-year contract if he 
wants one this time around. 
 
7. PHILIPP GRUBAUER, G, 29 
2020-21 cap hit: $3,333,333 
 
Talent was never in question for Grubauer. He’s delivered a 
tremendous “put it all together” season for the Avalanche 
and has the sixth-highest save percentage in NHL history 
among goalies with at least 100 games played. The key was 
to prove he can stay healthy and, knock on wood, he’s 
mostly done that, as landing on the COVID-19 list isn’t the 
same as sustaining another soft-tissue injury. Is Grubauer 
playing so well that he’s at risk of pricing himself out of 
Colorado, though? Captain Landeskog’s contract is a priority, 
as is an extension for star RFA blueliner Cale Makar. 

8. TYSON BARRIE, D, 30 
2020-21 cap hit: $3,750,000 
 
Seventh in points among NHL defensemen since his 
breakout 2013-14 campaign. Barrie, a power-play specialist, 
was set up nicely to post massive contract-year numbers in 
Edmonton, and that’s exactly what’s happened. But do the 
Oilers need to bring him back? They were already a 
powerhouse power-play team before he signed, and he’s a 
bit of a drag on their defensive play. Might their money be 
better spent on a more impactful two-way player? 

9. ZACH HYMAN, LW, 29 
2020-21 cap hit: $2,250,000 
 
Hyman is enjoying a major breakout just in time for his next 
contract, with comparables like Brendan Gallagher’s six-
year, deal at a $6.5-million AAV expected to factor 
prominently in negotiations, per The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun. 
Hyman is an even-strength scoring dynamo who contributes 
in so many different situations. His numbers get puffed up 
playing with great scorers, sure, but he fills an important role 
on those lines with his puck-retrieval skills.  

10. PHILLIP DANAULT, C, 28 
2020-21 cap hit: $3,083,333 
 
Danault is one of the top two-way forwards in the business, 
capable of shutting down elite forwards while still driving the 
play on a scoring line. He reportedly turned a six-year, $30-

million offer from the Habs before the season but, with his 
offense disappearing this season, he may want to ask if that 
deal is still on the table. 

11. TOMAS TATAR, LW, 30 
2020-21 cap hit: $5,300,000 

Danault’s linemate Tatar also drives the play extremely well 
but brings a superior scoring touch. Averages 24 goals and 
64 points per 82 games since becoming a Hab. Might GM 
Marc Bergevin have to choose between Tatar and Danault 
this summer? 
 
12. KYLE PALMIERI, RW, 30 
2020-21 cap hit: $4,650,000 
 
Averaged 30 goals per 82 games in his first five seasons as 
a Devil. That appears to be Palmieri’s ceiling, but it’s a highly 
useful ceiling. He’s had a bad year, but it’s likely the product 
of playing with less help in New Jersey before his trade to 
the New York Islanders and an unlucky shooting percentage 
of 6.3, which is almost exactly half his career mark. Perhaps 
that’ll make him a bargain signing this off-season. 
 
13. JADEN SCHWARTZ, LW, 29 
2020-21 cap hit: $5,350,000 
 
Schwartz is ready to cash in as a rock-solid top-six forward 
who doesn’t excel in any one area but does a lot of things 
well and is tenacious for his size. It’s just never a given that 
Schwartz plays a full schedule, however. He’s missed 
double-digit games in four of his past six seasons. 
 
14. BRANDON SAAD, LW, 28 
2020-21 cap hit: $6,000,000 
 
Will be attractive for teams wanting him to fill the same role 
he does in Colorado now: a win-now piece, responsible at 
both ends of the ice, fast, able to play in the middle six and 
contribute decent goal totals. He already has 15 this season 
in 43 games while playing just 14 minutes or so per night, but 
that’s a trap: his shooting percentage is unsustainable at a 
ridiculous 23.1.  
 
15. DAVID KREJCI, C, 35 
2020-21 cap hit: $7,250,000 

So much experience in the regular season and playoffs as 
Boston’s longtime No. 2 center. Would be neat to see him go 
to a team that lets him play with its top wingers. He typically 
gets the leftovers with the Bruins, though Hall is a fun short-
term upgrade. 

16. NICK FOLIGNO, LW, 33 
2020-21 cap hit: $5,500,000 

He was entrenched in the Columbus community thanks to 
his charity work and role as Blue Jackets captain. Does that 
mean he’ll return there after his stint as a trade-deadline 
rental with the Leafs? It’s tough to say, as the Jackets must 
focus on re-signing RFA Patrik Laine and working out an 
extension for Seth Jones. 

17. BLAKE COLEMAN, LW, 29 
2020-21 cap hit: $1,800,000 
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He really was the missing piece for Tampa’s 2020 Stanley 
Cup run. Coleman can play center or the wing, he kills 
penalties, he forechecks aggressively and, don’t forget, on a 
team that needs him to play bigger minutes, he can score 20 
goals. 

18. MIKAEL GRANLUND, LW, 29 
2020-21 cap hit: $3,750,000 
 
Granlund may never reach the ceiling he was projected to 
have when he ripped up the Finnish Liiga a decade ago, but 
that’s OK. He’s still a skilled top-six forward who makes an 
underrated defensive impact. His most useful trait is his 
versatility. He can play any forward position if needed. 

19. ADAM LARSSON, D, 28 
2020-21 cap hit: $4,166,666 
 
Gradually, Larsson has realized his promise as a defensive 
defenseman, and he’s having the best season of his career, 
playing an ornery game, sacrificing his body. The Oilers 
might be best off keeping him. He’s become an important 
player for them. 

20. DAVID SAVARD, D, 30 
2020-21 cap hit: $4,250,000 

He’s big, rugged, shoots right-handed and is generally 
underrated as a shutdown defenseman, having spent his 
career in a relatively small market before Columbus dealt 
him to Tampa Bay at the deadline. Pretty much every team 
needs a guy like Savard. 

21. ALEC MARTINEZ, D, 34 
2020-21 cap hit: $4,000,000 

Wow. What a year. Martinez, who has profiled as more of a 
two-way defenseman for most of his career, is producing by 
far the best offensive numbers of his career just in time for a 
new contract. A personal-best season at 34 makes him a 
risky signing if any suitor is banking on repeat numbers. 
 
22. ALEX GOLIGOSKI, D, 35 
2020-21 cap hit: $5,475,000 
 
He’s durable, he plays 22 minutes a night, he moves the 
puck pretty well…he’s just a safe veteran pickup at this stage 
of his career, even if it’s on a short-term deal. 

23. MIKE REILLY, D, 28 
2020-21 cap hit: $1,500,000 
 
Reilly was a bright spot on a rebuilding Ottawa Senators 
team this season, forming a net-positive pair with rookie 
Artem Zub, and Reilly has already proven extremely useful 
moving the puck on Boston’s left side. He felt more like a 
fringe NHLer a few years ago but has established himself as 
a legitimate UFA target. 
 
24. MIKE HOFFMAN, LW, 31 
2020-21 cap hit: $4,000,000 

During the first edition of these rankings, I claimed Hoffman 
“was not a $4-million player.” The implication was that he 
was worth more, but now it’s fair to ask if he’ll earn less on 
the open market. His defensive shortcomings are beginning 

to overshadow his goal-scoring skills, and he’s been healthy-
scratched at times in St. Louis. At the same time: he’s still 
scoring at a 27-goal pace if pro-rated to 82 games this 
season. He can bulge the twine, but he’s a risky team-
chemistry fit. 
 
25. PAUL STASTNY, C, 35 
2020-21 cap hit: $6,500,000 

Getting long in the tooth, but he still has a skill set plenty of 
teams would need: intelligent, good on faceoffs, can center a 
scoring line and, as he’s shown this year, can transition 
successfully to the left wing as well. 
 
26. RYAN GETZLAF, C, 36 
2020-21 cap hit: $8,250,000 

Would the Ducks walk away from their captain and franchise 
leader in games and assists? When they bought out former 
cornerstone Corey Perry in 2019, it sent a message that GM 
Bob Murray was ready for a new era. The Ducks and Getzlaf 
explored the idea of renting him out to a contender at this 
year’s deadline, too. The guess here: he stays, but he begins 
his Joe Thornton Years, re-upping on short-term deals at a 
discounted price. 

27. JAMIE OLEKSIAK, D, 28 
2020-21 cap hit: $2,137,500 

Sometimes big defensemen take longer to find themselves in 
the NHL, and Oleksiak, who carries first-round draft 
pedigree, fits the bill. He’s much improved in his second stint 
with Dallas, using his strength effectively while also 
showcasing good mobility for a man his size. 

28. BRANDON MONTOUR, D, 27 
2020-21 cap hit: $3,850,000 
 
The Buffalo factor hurt his numbers in recent seasons, but he 
was hyped as a good puck-moving prospect in his Anaheim 
days, and his season-ending stint in Florida gives him a 
chance to boost his value before going to market. Plenty of 
teams could use a slick puck-mover on the right side, and 
he’ll come far cheaper than someone like Barrie. 

29. RYAN MURRAY, D, 27 
2020-21 cap hit: $4,700,000 
 
Tough year for all Devils players, but Murray is still relatively 
young for a UFA, has a recent history as a respectable 
defensive defenseman and can skate. On a better team, he 
could be a handy middle-pair option. 

30. MATTIAS JANMARK, LW, 28 
2020-21 cap hit: $2,250,000 
 
Like Granlund, Janmark brings a Swiss Army Knife skill set. 
The Vegas Golden Knights have already used him at all 
three forward positions and on both special teams. So he’s a 
nice complementary option if a contender needs depth. Or 
he could play higher in the lineup on a weaker team. 

Other prominent 2021 UFAs to watch: Derek Forbort, Joel 
Armia, Mike Smith, Jani Hakanpaa, Petr Mrazek, Alexander 
Edler, Frederik Andersen, Jaroslav Halak, Pekka Rinne, Erik 
Haula, Zdeno Chara, Nikita Gusev, Casey Cizikas, Tyler 
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Bozak, Bobby Ryan, Travis Hamonic, Nick Bjugstad, Joe 
Thornton, Erik Gustafsson, Sami Vatanen, Carl Soderberg. 
James Reimer, Barclay Goodrow, Eric Staal, Devan Dubnyk, 
Niklas Hjalmarsson, Jason Demers, Alex Galchenyuk, Ian 
Cole, Marcus Johansson, Jordan Martinook, Travis Zajac, 
Alexander Wennberg, Alex Chiasson, Jonathan Bernier, 
Luke Glendening, Linus Ullmark, Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, 
Jordan Oesterle, Antti Raanta,, Mathieu Perreault, Jimmy 
Vesey, Ryan Dzingel, Brandon Sutter, Mikhail Grigorenko, 
Derek Stepan, Josh Leivo, Derek Ryan , Corey Perry, Artem 

Anisimov, Michael Frolik, David Rittich, Laurent Brossoit, 
Zach Bogosian, Dmitry Kulikov, Jon Merrill, Wayne 
Simmonds, Jason Spezza, Riley Nash, Travis Boyd, Tucker 
Poolman, Jordie Benn, Ryan Miller, Derick Brassard, Michael 
Bunting, Patrik Nemeth, Kurtis Gabriel, Marcus Sorensen, 
Matt Nieto, Carl Gunnarsson, Tomas Nosek, Brock McGinn, 
Cedric Paquette, Vinnie Hinostroza, Michael Del Zotto, 
Andrew Cogliano, Blake Comeau, Erik Gudbranson, Sean 
Kuraly, Cody Ceci

 

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article250895434.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/how-the-canes-can-clinch-playoff-berth-this-weekend/c-323949578 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/tweetmail-dougie-hamilton-edition/c-323952584 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-carolina-hurricanes-florida-panthers/c-323952568 
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https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/24/22400713/carolina-hurricanes-florida-panthers-game-preview-broadcast-how-to-watch 
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Florida Panthers to increase arena capacity for Stanley Cup playoffs 

 

Published 14 hours ago on April 23, 2021By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers have not yet officially punched their ticket to the 
2021 Stanley Cup playoffs but that is simply a formality at this point. 

The Panthers, who have only made the playoffs five times in their history, 
will make it a sixth perhaps as early as this weekend. 

And, the team’s ticket office is getting ready. 

On Friday, emails were sent out to season ticket holders announcing that 
they would be able to begin purchasing tickets for the first two rounds of 
the playoffs on Monday morning. 

The big news: The Panthers will begin increasing capacity at BB&T 
Center starting with the opening round. 

The Panthers have been limiting capacity at the 19,250 seat barn in 
Sunrise to 25 percent since the start of the season meaning they have 
around 4,800 seats to sell depending on the pod configuration. 

For Round 1, capacity plans to increase up to 47 percent — or about 
9,000 fans. 

The release sent out to season ticket holders hinted that it could increase 
even more as the playoffs went on. 

“The Capacity for Round 1 has been raised to up to 47%,’’ the email 
reads, “and could increase (up to 100%) in any of the subsequent rounds 
of the Playoffs.” 

The Panthers announced a crowd of 4,693 for Thursday’s 4-2 loss to the 
Carolina Hurricanes which was one of their largest crowds of the season. 

Per hockeydb.com, the Florida Panthers are third in average attendance 
this season at 4,083 per game. Dallas, which has allowed a larger 
capacity at AmericanAirlines Center, is averaging 4,237. 

The Panthers, Dallas and Arizona are the only teams in the NHL which 
opened their doors to all home games this season. 

Other teams are just now getting fans back in their building save for in 
Canada which remain closed. 

Florida Panthers playoffs 
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“Our building … gets loud,” coach Joel Quenneville said after Florida’s 
first game with fans since 2020. 

‘”And we can sense it. You can feel it and we appreciate the support that 
we have. 

“I’m looking forward to it getting even more boisterous as we go along.” 

The Panthers were included in the NHL’s expanded postseason last year 
but did not advance to the Round of 16 after being bounced by the New 
York Islanders in four games. 

This will be Florida’s first trip to the playoffs since it won the Atlantic 
Division in 2016 and lost to the Islanders in 6. 

The Panthers have not advanced out of the first round since it went all 
the way to the 1996 Stanley Cup Finals in the franchise’s third season. 

Since then, the Panthers lost in the opening round to the New York 
Rangers (1997), New Jersey Devils (2000, 2012) and Islanders (2016). 

Florida is expected to open the playoffs against either Carolina or Tampa 
Bay; if the Panthers rally and win the Central Division, they would open 
with Dallas, Nashville or Chicago. 

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 04.24.2021 
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Rick Bowness, Stars not rushing Tyler Seguin’s return from offseason hip 
surgery 

Bowness is hopeful Seguin can return, “sometime next week.” 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

6:48 PM on Apr 23, 2021 CDT 

 

Injured Stars forward Tyler Seguin is closing in on a return to play. Just 
don’t expect it to be Monday. 

Seguin, who had offseason hip surgery to repair a torn labrum and has 
not played this season, is practicing with the Stars in Detroit this week 
but has not been cleared for contact drills. Monday’s home game against 
Carolina was the target date set by general manager Jim Nill at the trade 
deadline, but coach Rick Bowness said Friday that was “wishful thinking” 
at this point. 

“I would say hopefully sometime next week, but it’s not fair to him to say 
‘This is the date you’re going to play,’” Bowness said. “We’ve got to give 
him an opportunity to come to us and say ‘OK, I’m ready.’ We can’t be 
going to him and saying ‘OK, we need you to play Wednesday night’ or 
Tuesday night or Thursday night, whatever it is.” 

The Stars finish a quick trip to Detroit on Saturday with their final game 
against the Red Wings. Dallas is four points back of Nashville with three 
games in hand. The teams meet May 1 in Nashville. 

Seguin played through the torn labrum during the team’s run to the 
Stanley Cup Final and had surgery in New York in November. He did 
some of his rehab in Ontario before skating on his own in Frisco. Two 
weeks ago, Seguin began skating with the taxi squad, and he joined 
morning skates last week. 

Bowness said the Stars have included Seguin in their meetings (special 
teams, scouting reports, etc.) to get him up to speed. 

“He’s anxious to play, there’s no question,” Bowness said. “It’s good for 
the guys to see him around, they know he’s getting close. They see him 
working very hard on the ice. They see him trying to get back and help 
them. It’s good for the players to see him around. It’s good for Seggy.” 

Without Seguin, the Stars have witnessed the breakout of Roope Hintz 
as the team’s No. 1 center, while Jamie Benn shifted to the middle 
recently from his customary left wing role. Jason Robertson has become 
an offensive force, and contributes on the power play from Seguin’s spot 
in the left circle (as does Hintz). 

The Stars have missed the right-handed Seguin on key faceoffs in their 
own zone and on special teams. 

“You sign up to play these games, and Seggy wants to be a part of it,” 
Bowness said. 

Dallas Morning News LOADED: 04.24.2021 
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If they make the playoffs, Stars want to play in front of a full American 
Airlines Center 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

6:48 PM on Apr 23, 2021 CDT 

 

If the Stars make the playoffs, it could be in front of a full American 
Airlines Center. 

The matter is subject to approval by the NHL, but the Stars will ask the 
league if they can expand attendance to the full 18,532 for the 
postseason, CEO and president Brad Alberts said. The Fort Worth Star-
Telegram first reported the news. 

The Stars would have to install additional air filters and would become 
the first team to expand to full capacity indoors since the COVID-19 
pandemic began last year. The team has averaged 4,237 fans per home 
game this season, with a maximum of 5,643. 

It is unknown whether the league would approve the full house, or 
recommend a figure between what the Stars currently allow (around 
5,000) and a sellout crowd. 

Nearly 1 million people in Dallas County have received at least one dose 
of the coronavirus vaccine, while more than 500,000 (more than a 
quarter of the population 16 and older) is fully vaccinated. The County 
reported eight deaths and 225 new cases Thursday. 

Eyeing another event 

Alberts said the organization is trying to lure the IIHF Women’s World 
Championship to North Texas after the event scheduled to be held in 
Halifax was canceled this week. Next week, Frisco and Plano will host 
the IIHF Men’s U18 World Championship, one of the premier predraft 
scouting events on the calendar. 

Should the Women’s Worlds be held in North Texas, it would mark 
another marquee hockey event held in the market, joining the draft and 
the Winter Classic. 

Dallas Morning News LOADED: 04.24.2021 
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Dylan Larkin joins list of Detroit Red Wings done for the season, might 
need surgery 

 

Helene St. James 
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The chart in Jeff Blashill’s office at Little Caesars Arena keeps 
expanding. 

Keeping track of the players the Detroit Red Wings won’t have available 
for the rest of the season has become tedious, with Dylan Larkin joining 
Tyler Bertuzzi, Bobby Ryan and Frans Nielsen. Larkin suffered an upper-
body injury Tuesday when he got tangled with Dallas Stars forward 
Jamie Benn off a draw late in the third period, finishing the game wincing 
in pain on the bench. Blashill wouldn’t detail the injury but it’s serious 
enough that Larkin will be re-evaluated in a couple weeks and might 
need surgery. 

The Wings erupted for a 7-3 victory Thursday in their first game without 
Larkin, but that’s not a realistic expectation over the seven games left on 
the schedule, beginning with Saturday’s fourth straight contest against 
the Stars. 

19 THOUGHTS:On Steve Yzerman's first two years running the Red 
Wings 

“You don’t replace guys like that, not by one individual,” Blashill said 
Friday. “Dylan is a huge piece of our team — he’s our captain, he drives 
our engine with his work ethic every day both in practices and in games. 
But guys understand that just means collectively our competition level 
has to be elite every night, our work ethic has to be elite every night. We 
have to be a real good defensive team.” 

Teams deal with adversity every season, but between injuries and having 
five players in COVID-19 protocol in mid-January, the Wings have lost 
166 man games. They’ve played only once — in their second game of 
the season — with the lineup they anticipated having during training 
camp. 

They’re all but mathematically eliminated from the playoffs, their depth 
unable to withstand going without Bertuzzi since Jan. 30 and Ryan since 
March 28. Bertuzzi is another player who may need surgery. Ryan 
already has had a procedure to deal with an undisclosed injury. 

Losing Larkin, Bertuzzi and Ryan significantly thinned the Wings’ top-six 
group. Robby Fabbri hasn't played since April 3, and while he has not 
been ruled out for the final two weeks, he won't be available Saturday. 

Last season, the defense that bore a heavy brunt, with Danny DeKeyser 
lost to a back injury eight games in. The Wings cycled through 14 
defensemen in 2019-20. 

“It’s been a hard run lately,” Blashill said. “That happens some years and 
unfortunately for two years in a row here, we’ve been hit. The injury bug 
is one thing; I think man-games lost is a number. I think the significance 
of the injuries and where those players fit within your team definitely have 
a big impact. A year ago, we missed DK the whole season. Now this is a 
huge loss for us. We’ve missed Bert for a lot of the year but we’ve also 
started getting into Fabs and Larks and Bobby Ryan and Nielsen. 

“But I will say it also gives the group that is getting the opportunity to play 
to show what they are all about.” 

Detroit Free Press LOADED: 04.24.2021 
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Jakub Vrana looks like he can be part of Detroit Red Wings rebuild. 
Here's how 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

In the small amount of time he’s been with the Detroit Red Wings, Jakub 
Vrana has signaled he can impact the rebuild. 

He showed off his slick offensive moves in a four-goal performance that 
gave the Wings an edge going into Saturday’s season-series finale 
against the Dallas Stars, demonstrating swift hands and swifter feet. 
Acquired April 12 at the trade deadline, Vrana already has five goals 
among six points in four games. 

“He’s fast and he can shoot it,” coach Jeff Blashill said after Thursday’s 
7-3 victory. “Those two things are undeniable. The goals he scored were 
goal-scorer’s goals. When you have that ability to finish, it can really alter 
a game.” 

That was supposed to be Anthony Mantha’s contribution to the rebound, 
but after another season of inconsistent play general manager Steve 
Yzerman had enough and traded Mantha to the Washington Capitals for 
Vrana, Richard Panik, a first-round pick in 2021 and a second-round pick 
in 2022. The draft picks will stoke the rebound down the road, but Vrana 
looks like he can be part of the core that’s pushing for a more immediate 
competitive future. 

“We are trying to build something here," Vrana said. “There are some 
young guys coming into the league, getting to know the league, they are 
learning. We are trying to work on things we can do better out there. I 
can say that everyone has work ethic here, everyone is going out and 
working hard, trying to win every battle, trying to work for every inch out 
there.” 

The Wings have seven games left. With Dylan Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi and 
Bobby Ryan done for the season and Robby Fabbri sidelined since early 
April, Vrana is one of the few offensive players left in the lineup. His 
prowess came through in spades, as he scored on a breakaway, on a tip, 
on a forehand and a backhand. 

“He’s got some of that ability to self-generate because of his speed,” 
Blashill said. “That’s what speed guys can do — they don’t need 
necessarily great passes, they can self-generate, and he’s done that a 
little bit. I also think opportunistic is you can score on one shot. Some 
guys need 10 shots to score, some guys can score on one shot, and he 
really has a special ability to score goals.” 

Every time the Stars pushed, Vrana pushed back. Three times, Dallas 
cut the deficit to two goals, and each time Vrana responded. To have that 
kind of player on a team is critical. 

Vrana, 25, joined his first Wings practice April 14. He scored his first goal 
in his debut April 15. The former first-round pick (13th, 2014) didn’t take 
long to feel at home in his new surroundings. 

“Since Day 1, everyone was really helpful here — like, anything you 
need, you can ask anyone,” Vrana said. “On the ice, when you come to a 
new team, there are a lot of new things — new system, everything is new 
for you. Slowly you start to get to know everything. It has just clicked well 
so far. 

"In Washington I didn’t get as much opportunity as I get here. I like when 
somebody gives me a chance and I want to make the most of it.” 

Vrana had been a healthy scratch at times in Washington, his work ethic 
questioned. He seems intent on making a good impression in Detroit. 

“Him and I have talked lots since he’s been here on really honing in on 
stick battles and being strong on the stick,” Blashill said. “That’s a big 
area of focus for him, and I like the fact the last two games he’s done a 
good job with it. He seems to understand and be receptive to the 
coaching and getting better at it.” 

Vrana is a restricted free agent, two years removed from being 
unrestricted. Yzerman may sign him to a one-year deal, to get more of a 
feel for Vrana’s commitment to being part of the rebuild. 

“I came here and I am trying to fit in as soon as possible,” Vrana said. 
“So far, there have been ups and downs. We are not in the playoffs and 
we are trying to do the best we can every game to make it count, to work 
on things. That’s a sign that we are trying to build something here going 
into the future.” 
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Jakub Vrana, Red Wings looking like an exciting and seamless fit 

 

TED KULFAN    

 

Detroit — Jakub Vrana didn’t know how it would all come together. 

Vrana had never been traded before, so when he joined the Red Wings 
earlier this month in the unexpected bombshell deal for Anthony Mantha 
— forward Richard Panik and two draft picks also arrived in Detroit — 
Vrana didn’t know what to expect. 

But judging from the early returns, and especially Vrana’s four-goal 
outburst Thursday in the 7-3 victory over Dallas, everything seems to be 
going rather well. 

Simply put, Vrana seems to be fitting in real well, and the Red Wings are 
more than glad to have him. 

“Since Day 1, everyone has been real helpful here,” Vrana said Thursday 
after his standout performance. “Anything you need, you can ask anyone. 
When you come to a new team, on the ice, there are a lot of new things 
and new system. Everything is new for you, and you’re trying to get to 
know everything. 

“There are a great group of guys here.” 

Vrana won a Stanley Cup in Washington in 2018 and had only known life 
in the NHL as a member of the Capitals, a seemingly valuable member. 

The trade was a shock to Vrana’s system, too, as his name wasn’t 
generally part of the rumor mill leading up to the trade deadline. 

But in leaving Washington — and its situation as a legitimate Stanley 
Cup contender — for the rebuilding Red Wings, Vrana has adjusted as 
well as can be expected. 

There are pieces in place in the organization that have the ability to get 
the Wings back among the NHL’s elite some day. And Vrana is excited 
about that. 

“We’re trying to build something here,” Vrana said. “There are some 
young guys coming into the league and they are getting to know the 
league and they’re learning here. We are trying to get better and work on 
things. I can say everyone has a work ethic here. 

“I came in here trying to fit in as soon as possible. So far, there’s been 
ups and down and we are not in the playoffs, (but) we are trying to do the 
best we can every game and make it count. 

“That’s just a sign we are trying to build something here for the future.” 

It was the way Vrana scored that was so impressive and exciting for the 
Red Wings and their fans, judging from the love on social media. 

The four goals came in a varying and dizzying array of styles. 

“The goals were goal-scorer’s goals, a lot of them,” coach Jeff Blashill 
said. 

Thursday’s effort was the biggest impact yet and ironically Vrana was the 
latest Wings player to score four goals since Mantha on Oct. 6, 2019 
against, again ironically, the same Dallas Stars. 

On the first goal Vrana came down on a 2-on-1 rush with Filip Zadina and 
unleased a wicked wrist shot after receiving a deft pass from Zadina. 

Vrana used his hands on the second goal, redirecting a point shot from 
Danny DeKeyser. On goal No. 3, Vrana used his breakaway speed to 

skate away from Dallas defenders and score. Then to cap the evening, 
he went to the net and backhanded a rebound into the net. 

“He’s got some of that ability to self-generate, because of his speed,” 
Blashill said. “That’s what speed guys can do. They don’t need, 
necessarily, great passes. They can self-generate, and he’s done that a 
little bit. 

"Some guys need 10 shots to score, some guys can score on one shot. 
And he’s one of those guys that really has a special ability to score 
goals.” 

Just leading to the trade, and afterward, there were reports out of 
Washington that Vrana wasn't receptive to Capitals coach Peter 
Laviolette and maybe preferred a change of scenery. 

But in the early days of this marriage, Vrana has appeared to be more 
than willing to be coached and has soaked up everything that Wings' 
coaches have been saying. 

“Him and I have talked of really honing in on winning stick battles and 
being strong on his stick,” Blashill said. “That’s a big area of focus for 
him. The last two games he’s done a good job with it. He seems to 
understand, be receptive to the coaching, and he's getting better at it.” 

Vrana simply appears excited about getting a bigger opportunity with the 
Wings than he would have in the near future with Washington. 

And there's a definite sense of being wanted that's also appealing. 

“In Washington I didn’t get as much opportunities as I get here,” Vrana 
said. “I like it when somebody gives me a chance and I want to make the 
most of it. This is an opportunity for me.” 
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Red Wings' Dylan Larkin to miss remaining seven games on schedule 

 

Ted Kulfan 

 

Detroit — It’s not a shock given where the Red Wings are in the 
schedule, but forward Dylan Larkin will miss the rest of the regular 
season, all seven games that are left. 

Coach Jeff Blashill said Larkin’s upper-body injury, suffered during 
Tuesday’s loss in Dallas, will force Larkin to sit out the remaining two 
weeks of the season. 

“Dylan will miss the remainder of the season,” Blashill said Friday. “He 
will be re-evaluated in a couple weeks and probably ongoing from there, 
but he will miss the remainder of the season.” 

Larkin was injured during a skirmish during a faceoff late in Tuesday's 
game with Dallas forward Jamie Benn, who appeared to cross-check 
Larkin near the upper body. 

Larkin, the Wings’ captain, is tied for the team lead with 23 points. He 
has nine goals and 14 assists in 44 games, with a minus-14 rating. 

Larkin joins forwards Tyler Bertuzzi, Bobby Ryan and Frans Nielsen, who 
are all out for the remainder of the season with injuries. 

For subscribers: Jakub Vrana, Red Wings looking like an exciting and 
seamless fit 

“I don’t think you replace guys like that, certainly not by one individual,” 
Blashill said. “Dylan is a huge piece of our team. He’s our captain. He 
drives our engine with his work ethic every day, both in practices and in 
games. 

“But as you saw (Thursday), guys understand that just means collectively 
our competition level has to be elite every night, our work ethic has to be 
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elite every night. We have to be a real good defensive team. Obviously, 
there are other guys on this team that can score and that was illustrated 
last night. We don’t expect to score seven goals every night so we have 
to make sure we’re great defensively. 

“It gives lots of opportunity to different people.” 

Solid showing 

For all the talk about forward Jakub Vrana and his four-goal game 
Thursday, Richard Panik, the other forward acquired in the trade that 
sent Anthony Mantha to Washington, also had a role in the Wings’ 
victory. 

Panik scored his first goal as a Red Wing, showing determination in 
getting to the puck after fluttering a shot toward goalie Anton Khudobin, 
winning the race to the crease and nudging the loose puck past 
Khudobin. 

“He’s the one that lobbed it up in the air and won the race back to the 
net,” Blashill said. “He stayed on it and scored. It’s a bit of a lucky break 
that the goalie didn’t cover it, but you get lucky breaks when you do 
things right. 

“He did it right by winning that puck battle to begin with.” 

Veleno update 

There’s still no definitive word on when forward Joe Veleno will be 
cleared and make his NHL debut. 

Veleno arrived from Sweden, where he’d been playing, earlier this month 
and finished his seven-day quarantine. 

Veleno has been skating with the Wings, but he might not be completely 
cleared from the concussion/whiplash symptoms he suffered late in the 
Swedish Hockey League season that caused him to miss the last two 
weeks of that season. 

Veleno could still play in Grand Rapids before he plays for the Wings this 
season. But days are dwindling in both leagues. 

“A number of factors will play in that, including the (Grand Rapids) 
Griffins’ schedule, our schedule and where he best fits when he’s ready 
to play,” Blashill said. “Do I think that he’ll have an opportunity to play for 
us? I do, but I don’t know that 100%, so I’m not going to commit to that.” 

Stars at Red Wings 

►Faceoff: 7 p.m. Saturday, Little Caesars Arena, Detroit 

►TV/radio: BSD/97.1 

►Outlook: The Red Wings (17-25-7) and Dallas (19-15-12) conclude this 
rare four-game, regular-season series. …The Wings are 2-3-2 against 
Dallas this season and 1-1-1 this week. 
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Red Wings' Jakub Vrana displays variety of ways to score in four-goal 
night 

 

Ted Kulfan 

 

Detroit  — Jakub Vrana scored a lot of goals in Thursday’s 7-3 Red 
Wings victory over Dallas. 

“The goals were goal-scorer’s goals, a lot of them,” coach Jeff Blashill 
said. 

Thursday’s effort was the biggest impact Vrana has yet made with the 
Wings since he and Richard Panik (along with two draft picks) were 
acquired from Washington earlier this month for Anthony Mantha. 

Mantha was the last Wings player to score four goals in a game on Oct. 
6, 2019 against, ironically, the same Dallas Stars. 

How did Vrana score? 

Let’s analyze each of the goals. 

►Goal No. 1: Vrana came down on a quickly developing 2-on-1 rush 
with Filip Zadina, who is rapidly developing his playmaking skills last 
season. 

Zadina deftly puts the puck on Vrana’s stick on the break and Vrana 
snaps a wicked wrist shot — it’s looked just as good as was advertised in 
Washington — beating goalie Anton Khudobin over the goaltender’s 
shoulder. 

Terrific placement of the shot, too. 

“He’s fast and he can shoot it, those two things are undeniable,” Blashill 
said. “When you have that ability to finish, it can really alter a game.” 

►Goal No. 2: Danny DeKeyser has the puck near the high slot and 
uncorks a shot through a developing maze of bodies in front of Stars 
goalie Jake Oettinger, who replaced Khudobin. 

Vrana skates into the slot and gets his stick on the puck, completely 
altering the shot and baffling Oettinger. 

►Goal No. 3: This one is where the speed comes through, as Vrana 
gathers the puck and outraces the Stars’ defense. 

Oettinger is basically frozen, and Vrana again flashes that finishing ability 
that the pure goal-scorers possess. 

“That’s what speed guys can do, they don’t necessarily need great 
passes,” Blashill said. “When you have a guy who can score in just one 
instant, one shot, he can change the complexion of the game.” 

►Goal No. 4: Nothing too extravagant, too buzzworthy on this one. 

Simply going to work, going to the net and backhanding a juicy rebound 
past Oettinger, as the Stars were attempting a last-gasp attempt for a 
comeback. 

As Blashill said, it’s a goal-scorer completely squashing the momentum 
the other team may have with one quick strike. 

"They were pushing and he got a breakaway and he scores and now you 
feel the game is in hand,” Blashill said. “They push again and he scores. 
It's just constant momentum going our way and going against the other 
team when you have guys like that." 
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Red Wings mailbag: Seeking long-term solution at second-line center 

 

Updated Apr 23, 2021; Posted Apr 23, 2021 

By Ansar Khan  

 

Even if the Detroit Red Wings had a relatively healthy roster, they would 
have a glaring hole in their second-line center spot. 

It was an area of focus entering the season. They tried Robby Fabbri 
there but soon determined he was a better fit on the wing on Dylan 
Larkin’s line. Vladislav Namestnikov has played the role at times but 
hasn’t provided much offense and isn’t a long-term solution. 
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Maybe Michael Rasmussen will fill the void, though they see him more as 
a third-line matchup center. 

They need a more skilled player to center the second line. They are 
hoping Joe Veleno, their second pick in 2018 (30th overall), seizes the 
opportunity. 
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Red Wings’ Dylan Larkin out for remainder of season 

 

Updated Apr 23, 2021; Posted Apr 23, 2021 

By Ansar Khan  

 

DETROIT – A difficult season for Dylan Larkin has come to a frustrating 
end. 

It began with much promise, after he was named captain of the Detroit 
Red Wings. It officially ended Friday, with seven games remaining, due 
to an upper-body injury suffered late in Tuesday’s 5-2 loss at Dallas. 

“He will miss remainder of the season,” coach Jeff Blashill said. “He will 
be re-evaluated in a couple weeks and probably ongoing from there.” 

Larkin, 24, finishes with nine goals and 14 assists in 44 games. His 23 
points is still tied for the lead on a team that struggles to score, 
Thursday’s 7-3 victory over Dallas notwithstanding. 

Larkin averaged .52 points per game this season, his lowest output since 
his second year (32 points in 80 games, .40). 

“I don’t think you replace guys like that, certainly not by one individual,” 
Blashill said. “Dylan is a huge piece of our team. He’s our captain, he 
drives our engine with his work ethic every day, in practices and in 
games. 

“But as you saw (Thursday), guys understand that just means collectively 
our competition level has to be elite every night, our work ethic has to be 
elite every night. We have to be a real good defensive team. Obviously, 
there’s other guys on this team that can score and that was illustrated 
last night. It gives lots of opportunity to different people.” 

Larkin joins Tyler Bertuzzi, Bobby Ryan and Frans Nielsen as players 
who have been lost for the season. Robby Fabbri will miss his 11th game 
in a row Saturday against Dallas at Little Caesars Arena (7 p.m., Bally 
Sports Detroit) and remains day-to-day. 

Ryan had surgery for a torn triceps muscle. Blashill declined to reveal 
Larkin and Bertuzzi’s injuries and said it hasn’t been determined if either 
will require surgery. 

Larkin was injured with 2:09 to play in the third period when he was 
tangled up with Jamie Benn during a face-off. Larkin went down in pain 
and skated to the bench, where he stayed with his head down for the 
remainder of the game. 

Blashill said some players are dealing with “bumps and bruises,” so the 
injured list could grow on Saturday. 

“It’s been a hard run lately,” Blashill said. “It happens some years. 
Unfortunately for two years in a row we’ve been hit. The significance of 
the injuries and where those players fit within your team definitely have a 
big impact. A year ago we missed (Danny DeKeyser) basically for the 
whole season and that was a huge loss. This year we missed Bert for a 
lot of the year and then you start getting into guys like Fabs and Larks 
and Bobby Ryan and Nielsen and it becomes a lot. 

“It also gives a chance for the group that’s getting an opportunity to play 
to show what they’re all about. One thing that’s allowed our team to have 
success this year is when we’ve been that elite group of work ethic and 
competitiveness. I think it’s a calling card for our team and guys have 
bought into it and I think it showed last night.” 

When, where will Veleno play? 

Center Joe Veleno was on the ice again Friday during an extremely 
limited optional practice but has not been cleared to play and is not 
available for Saturday’s game. 

Blashill said he believes Veleno will get an opportunity to make his NHL 
debut at some point in these remaining games, but that hasn’t been 
determined for sure. 

“It’s still a conversation that Steve (general manager Yzerman) and I are 
taking day by day,” Blashill said. “A number of factors will play in that 
that, including the Griffins’ schedule and our schedule and where he best 
fits when he’s ready to play. Do I think that he’ll have an opportunity to 
play for us? I do, but I don’t know that 100 percent, so I’m not going to 
commit to that.” 
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Jakub Vrana showing Red Wings speed, hands, shot in fast transition 

 

Updated Apr 23, 2021; Posted Apr 23, 2021 

By Ansar Khan  

 

DETROIT – Jakub Vrana and Anthony Mantha, as the principals in a 
significant trade, will be linked together for years, their performances and 
production compared and contrasted. 

Both have transitioned well to their new surroundings, making a quick 
impact on their new team. 

Mantha scored a goal in each of his first four games with the Washington 
Capitals. 

Vrana matched that output on Thursday with his first career four-goal 
game in the Detroit Red Wings’ 7-3 victory over the Dallas Stars at Little 
Caesars Arena. 

Vrana displayed his shot, scoring a wicked one-time wrister in the first 
period off a pass from Filip Zadina on a two-on-one. He showed his 
hands, scoring on a redirection in the second period and a backhand 
rebound in the third. He flashed his speed, scoring on a breakaway in the 
third. 

“He’s fast and he can shoot it, those two things are undeniable,” coach 
Jeff Blashill said. “The goals were goal-scorer’s goals, a lot of them, the 
way he finished. When you have that ability to finish, it can really alter a 
game.” 

Vrana has five goals and an assist in four games with the Red Wings and 
16 goals in 43 games overall. 

The Red Wings knew they were getting a goal-scorer in the April 12 trade 
in which they also acquired veteran winger Richard Panik, a first-round 
pick this year and a second-rounder in 2022. Vrana scored 25 and 24 
goals in each of the previous two seasons, in less ice time than he’ll get 
in Detroit. He averaged 14:22 this season with the Capitals; he is 
averaging 17:10 thus far with the Red Wings. 

“In Washington I didn’t get as much opportunities as I get here,” Vrana 
said. “I like when somebody gives me a chance and I want to make the 
most of it and I think this is an opportunity for me.” 
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Vrana is the first Red Wing to score four goals in a game since Mantha in 
the 2019-20 home opener, also against Dallas. 

Blashill said Vrana has the ability to self-generate because of his speed. 
His five goals have come on only 10 shots. 

“That’s what speed guys can do. They don’t need necessarily great 
passes,” Blashill said. “I also think opportunistic is you can score on one 
shot. Some guys need 10 shots to score, some guys can score on one. 
He’s one of those guys that really has a special ability to score goals. 

“When you have a guy who can score in just one instant, one shot, he 
can change the complexion of the game.” 

Blashill would like to see Vrana become a more well-rounded player. 

“Him and I have talked of really honing in on winning stick battles and 
being strong on his stick,” Blashill said. “That’s a big area of focus for 
him. The last two games he’s done a good job with it. He seems to 
understand, be receptive to the coaching, and getting better at it.” 

Blashill said Panik had his best game as a Red Wing, too. He gave his 
team a 3-0 lead with 10.3 seconds remaining in the first period by racing 
to the net and swatting in a loose puck that Anton Khudobin let get 
through him and then lost track of. 

“He’s the one that lobbed it up in the air and then won the race back to 
the net, stayed on it and scored,” Blashill said. “It’s a bit of a lucky break 
that the goalie didn’t cover it, but you get lucky breaks when you do 
things right and I thought he did it right by winning that puck battle to 
begin with.” 

Vrana and Panik left a Stanley Cup contender and joined a team that is 
going to be in the rebuilding process for the foreseeable future. 

Vrana, an impending restricted free agent the Red Wings likely will sign 
to a long-term contract this summer, looks forward to the future. 

“I came here trying to fit in as soon as possible,” Vrana said. “So far 
there’s been ups and downs. We are not in the playoffs; we’re trying to 
do the best we can every game to make it count. We’re trying to build 
something here going into the future.” 
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Jakub Vrana scores four as Red Wings stun Stars 7-3 

 

Updated Apr 23, 11:40 AM; Posted Apr 22, 10:10 PM 

By Ansar Khan  

 

DETROIT – Maybe the Detroit Red Wings won’t miss Anthony Mantha’s 
offense that much. 

Jakub Vrana, Mantha’s replacement, scored four goals Thursday to lift 
the Red Wings to a 7-3 victory over the Dallas Stars at Little Caesars 
Arena. 

It was Vrana’s first career four-goal game, his second hat trick. He has 
five goals in four games since the April 12 trade that brought him and 
Richard Panik – who scored his first goal as a Red Wing on Thursday – 
to Detroit, along with first- and second-round picks, for Mantha. 

Vrana displayed the skating ability and wicked shot that prompted Red 
Wings general manager Steve Yzerman to part with Mantha less than six 
months after signing him to a four-year contract. 

The Red Wings have equaled last season’s win total and surpassed their 
points output from 2019-20, doing it in 22 fewer games. The Red Wings 
are 17-25-7 (41 points). They finished 17-49-5 last season. 

Vrana completed the hat trick by scoring on a breakaway at 10:09 of the 
third period, putting his team ahead 5-2. 

The Stars weren’t finished, however, as Denis Gurianov scored on the 
power play with 6:31. 

Vrana then backhanded in a rebound with 4:12 remaining to give the Red 
Wings a 6-3 lead. It was his 16th of the season. 

Mantha, oddly enough, was the last Red Wing to score four in a game, 
doing it in last season’s home-opener -- also against the Stars. 

Luke Glendening and Sam Gagner (empty net) also scored for Detroit, 
which got two assists each from Filip Zadina and Danny DeKeyser. 
Thomas Greiss made 43 saves to improve to 4-0-2 in his past six starts. 

It was a season-high goal total for the Red Wings, who played without 
captain Dylan Larkin. He missed this game and might sit out more due to 
a upper-body injury. 

The Red Wings, in a reversal of Tuesday’s 5-2 loss at Dallas, jumped out 
to a 3-0 lead in the first period. 

Vrana whipped in a hard wrist shot at 9:50 from a pass by Zadina, after 
Andrej Sekera put the puck right onto Zadina’s stick in the neutral zone, 
leading to a quick counterattack. 

Glendening scored his third goal in three games, his sixth of the season, 
at 15:35, directing Marc Staal’s shot from the point. Glendening’s line, 
with Adam Erne and Darren Helm, did a good job of grinding down low, 
creating a turnover. Helm provided a screen on the shot. 

Panik showed good hustle and presence of mind to score with 10.3 
seconds to play in the period. He flung the puck toward the net from the 
point and then rushed to the net. The puck squirted through Khudobin’s 
pads and laid in the crease, as the goaltender lost sight of it. Panik 
swooped in and swatted it home for his first point in five games as a Red 
Wing. 

Jake Oettinger replaced Khudobin at the start of the second period and 
the Stars made a strong push to cut Detroit’s lead to 4-2 after 40 
minutes. 

Radek Faksa scored on the power play at 2:07 and Joe Pavelski scored 
eight seconds after a power play expired, at 12:46. 

In between, Vrana notched his second of the game at 6:50 by redirecting 
a shot from DeKeyser. 
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Red Wings’ Dylan Larkin out tonight, maybe longer; Tyler Bertuzzi done 
for season 

 

Updated Apr 22, 12:07 PM; Posted Apr 22, 12:03 PM 

By Ansar Khan  

 

The Detroit Red Wings struggle to score even with a healthy lineup. Their 
task will be even more difficult tonight with Dylan Larkin added to their 
lengthy injury list. 

Larkin is out for tonight’s game against the Dallas Stars at Little Caesars 
Arena (7:30, Bally Sports Detroit), and perhaps longer, with an upper-
body injury. 

Coach Jeff Blashill also revealed today that Tyler Bertuzzi is officially 
done for the season with an upper-body injury that has idled him since 
Jan. 30, one that might require offseason surgery. 
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Blashill said Larkin will have further tests on Friday and could miss more 
time. The Red Wings have only seven games remaining after tonight. 

Larkin was injured after taking an offensive-zone faceoff with about two 
minutes to play in Tuesday’s 5-2 loss at Dallas. He seemed to get twisted 
up before heading straight to the bench. 

Bertuzzi has skated several times after suffering an injury that Blashill 
declined to reveal, but he did not return to practice with the team. 

“When you lose the majority of a shortened season there is a degree to 
where it’s a lost year,” Blashill said. “That’s a great reminder to all of us, 
not that we need it right now, that how special every day is, every game 
is. The focus for Bert is getting himself healthy for the start of next 
season. I know he’ll work hard with our medical staff to try to get himself 
in that position.” 

Robby Fabbri will miss his 10th consecutive game with an upper-body 
injury. He skated Thursday morning in a blue non-contact jersey and is 
listed as day to day. 

Blashill said Frans Nielsen is out for the season due to a lower-body 
injury. 

“(Nielsen) did a great job of exemplifying leadership in a hard year,” 
Blashill said. “There were a number of nights he was a healthy scratch. 
Started the year not with the main group. He did a great job of showing 
what an unselfish teammate he is. Certainly, he didn’t agree with all my 
decisions, but he was a great example of how you handle yourself when 
you go through those things.” 

The Red Wings already were missing Bobby Ryan, out for the season 
with a triceps injury. 

“How do you absorb injuries? You have to be really good defensively,” 
Blashill said. “Without Larks, Fabs, Bert, Bobby Ryan, we lost firepower 
up front, so we’re not going to score. We’re not a super high-scoring 
team to begin with, so certainly we’ve lost a lot of firepower. It’s even 
more accentuated that we have to be great defensively. 

“Coming into the season, we were not as deep as some teams; we have 
to be a hard team to play against these last eight games for us to enjoy 
that feeling of victory. One of the biggest things of being hard to play 
against is not giving away easy chances or easy goals. That’s an area 
we failed at (on Tuesday). We made really poor decisions and exposed 
the slot in areas that were uncharacteristic of our team.” 

Veleno debut soon? 

Joe Veleno skated with the team again on Thursday but has not been 
cleared to play due to an unspecified injury. 

“He’s on his way toward getting cleared,” Blashill said. “We’re going to 
make sure he’s completely healthy before we put him in there.” 

The 30th overall pick in 2018 recently returned after being on loan this 
season to Malmo of the Swedish Hockey League. 
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Newly acquired Jakub Vrana scores 4, Red Wings top Stars 7-3 

 

By LARRY LAGE AP Hockey Writer Apr 22, 2021 Updated Apr 22, 2021  

 

DETROIT (AP) — Jakub Vrana scored four goals in a game for the first 
time to help the Detroit Red Wings rout the Dallas Stars 7-3 Thursday 
night and match their total number of wins from last season. 

Detroit picked up its 17th victory in its 49th game, a year after winning 17 
of 71 games in the previous pandemic-shortened season. 

The defending Western Conference champion Stars are vying with 
Nashville and Chicago to earn the Central Division's fourth and final 
postseason berth. 

The teams will play a fourth straight game on Saturday night. 

Vrana, acquired in a blockbuster trade with Washington for Anthony 
Mantha, scored his second goal in the second period. He added two 
more in the third period. Sam Gagner scored into an empty net, giving 
Detroit a season-high seven goals. Luke Glendening and Richard Panik 
also scored. Thomas Greiss finished with 43 saves. 

Radek Faksa and Joe Pavelski scored in the second period and Denis 
Gurianov had a goal with 6:31 left in the third, pulling Dallas within two 
goals each time. 

Anton Khudobin gave up three goals on nine shots in the first and was 
benched by the Stars. Jake Oettinger didn't fare much better, allowing 
three goals on 13 shots. 

STREAKS STOPPED 

Detroit ended its three-game losing streak against a team that had won 
four games in a row. 

THAT'S IRONIC 

Mantha was the last Red Wing to score four goals in a game, pulling off 
the feat on Oct. 6, 2019. 

COOL COMPANY 

Pavelski scored for the 20th time this season, giving him at least that 
many goals for the 11th time in his career. Among NHL players drafted in 
the seventh round or later, five players have had more seasons with 20 
goals: Luc Robitaille, Peter Bondra, Doug Gilmour, Theo Fleury and 
Dave Taylor. 
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The Athletic / Duhatschek notebook: Who could benefit from a change of 
scenery trade? Stanley Cup favorites, Olympic issues 

 

By Eric Duhatschek Apr 23, 2021 

 

Long-time readers will know that there are two operating philosophies in 
professional hockey that I’m stuck on, and they’ve come into direct 
conflict in the two weeks or so that have passed since the NHL trading 
deadline. 

One: I’m a big fan of fresh starts, second chances or any NHL 
transaction that helps a player stuck in neutral with one organization 
move on to a new opportunity. 

Two: I’m incredibly suspicious of moves made at the NHL trading 
deadline because history shows you, for every deal that pays an 
important dividend, there are 10 that fail miserably and end up costing 
teams organizational assets that they’d dearly love to recoup. Buyers’ 
remorse is a common annual outcome. 

But this year, we saw at the trade deadline a handful of change-of-
scenery trades that are helping both the player whose career has stalled; 
and the team that was willing to roll the dice on their acquisition. Crazy. 
You wonder if it can last. 

Let’s start in Florida, where the Panthers picked up Sam Bennett from 
the Calgary Flames for a second-round pick and a prospect. 

For anyone unfamiliar with his backstory, Bennett was the fourth player 
chosen in the 2014 NHL Draft, one spot behind Leon Draisaitl and in the 
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same draft that produced Aaron Ekblad (now a teammate with the 
Panthers) and the Buffalo Sabres’ Sam Reinhart at No. 1 and 2. 

Back then, some teams had Bennett atop their draft boards, as did the 
NHL’s Central Scouting Service, and internally, the Flames felt they were 
a little lucky when he fell to them at No. 4. The early returns in Calgary 
were mostly positive too. Bennett’s mentor in junior hockey was Doug 
Gilmour and Bennett had some of Gilmour’s edginess in his play — 
though there was a physical component to his game that the slightly-built 
Gilmour didn’t possess. 

Bennett had only a single NHL regular-season game under his belt in the 
spring of 2015, when he made a splashy debut in the playoffs. He was so 
effective that when Calgary had a decision to make — pull him out of the 
lineup after nine games so as not to burn off a year in his entry-level 
contract or push ahead and keep him in, on the grounds they might be 
sending the wrong message if they took a contributing player out of the 
lineup for practical, business reasons. Big mistake, keeping him in, as it 
turned out. Two games later, they were eliminated by Anaheim, and that 
was the first of a series of missteps involving Bennett that characterized 
his stay in Calgary. 

Bennett’s actual rookie season — 2015-16 — was pretty good: 18 goals, 
18 assists, 77 games; and he looked as if he was on his way. 

Then … he plateaued. 

Coach after coach came and went, and while there were times when 
Bennett showed genuine flashes of inspired play; there were too many 
other games, which featured long periods of inconsistent play and a 
pesky habit of taking bad penalties. Unquestionably, the height of his 
NHL career came in a January 2016 game against Florida, when he 
scored four goals. But it was a momentary flash and not the start of 
something permanent. 

At the deadline, Calgary finally closed the chapter on Bennett’s 402-
game career with the Flames. Since arriving in Florida, Bennett’s been 
very, very good — five points in his first three games before he was shut 
out Thursday night. 

What’s changed? Well, partly it’s opportunity. Bennett never could find a 
permanent place in the top six in Calgary. In Florida, he’s gotten a 
chance to play five-on-five with Jonathan Huberdeau, one of the true 
underrated stars in the game, plus Anthony Duclair. And while Bennett 
hasn’t cracked the first power-play unit, he’s gotten time on the second 
unit in Florida. 

Now Zoom calls are not exactly the best way of prying deep into a 
player’s psyche, but it’s clear that Bennett’s deployment in Florida is far 
different than it was in Calgary and, for now anyway, he is seizing the 
moment. 

Sometimes, a player can reach that intersection in his career, when a 
little increase in maturity helps him finally find his professional stride. 
Maybe this is the long-term fit; maybe it isn’t. 

There’s a similar sort of dynamic at work with maybe the most creative 
hockey trade at the deadline, the one that sent Anthony Mantha from 
Detroit to Washington in exchange for Jakub Vrana, Richard Panik’s 
contract, plus first- and second-round picks. Mantha scored a goal in 
each of his first four games in Washington before Thursday night, when 
the Caps and Isles played a scoreless draw through 65 minutes, a game 
decided by a shootout. 

Vrana, meanwhile, caught and passed Mantha in their unofficial head-to-
head competition, by scoring four times in Detroit’s win over Dallas. Just 
as with Bennett in Calgary, Vrana played down the depth chart in 
Washington, with Alex Ovechkin, Nicklas Backstrom, Evgeny Kuznetsov, 
T.J. Oshie and Tom Wilson all playing bigger minutes than the 14:22 
Vrana averaged. In Detroit, in four games, he’s up over 17 minutes. On a 
team that’s heavily invested in Filip Zadina as a big part of its future, 
Detroit looks as if it’s found another young, exciting Czech player to build 
around. 

Mantha, meanwhile, looks as if he will give the Caps a little more of the 
necessary bite they’ll need to try and win a playoff round or two … or 
more. 

Meanwhile, in Boston, the Bruins were floundering along until GM Don 
Sweeney landed Taylor Hall and Curtis Lazar from Buffalo; and Mike 
Reilly from Ottawa, in separate deals with divisional laggards. Hall has 
helped stabilize the Bruins’ second line, Lazar is a buzz-saw addition to 
the fourth line, and Reilly helps replace some of the defensive experience 
they let walk away in free agency in the offseason (Zdena Chara and 
Torey Krug). 

The early returns are positive on all of the above, which is rare. 

Even in good, normal times, players added at the deadline rarely fit in as 
seamlessly as these newcomers have done. 

Sometimes, you need a new opportunity in new surroundings to spur 
growth. 

Question: Could anyone else benefit from a similar change in scenery? 
Let’s examine a few intriguing names. 

Tyson Jost, Colorado Avalanche 

If you’re not paying close attention, you might not realize that Jost is 
playing some of his most accomplished hockey since Colorado drafted 
him 10th in 2016. Jost has been an underachiever offensively since 
turning pro, but as of Thursday, he has now managed a point in five 
consecutive games and seems to be playing with more confidence 
offensively than he has at any point in his career. Jost will be an option 
for Seattle in the expansion draft, young enough (23) and good value 
($874,125 salary, but arbitration-eligible) but if someone wants to add an 
emerging player who is cost controlled for a while, they should be ringing 
Joe Sakic on the cellphone before they have to file their protected lists. 

Nolan Patrick, Philadelphia Flyers 

Patrick went second in the 2017 NHL Draft and missed all of season No. 
3 recovering from migraines, which derailed his development and left him 
almost at a point where he was starting over again in Philadelphia this 
past year. And while there’ve been flashes, they’ve been few and far 
between — only eight points in 43 games played, getting just about 13 
minutes of ice time per night. His minus-20 rating is by far the worst 
among the team’s forwards. Patrick is still only 22. Maybe a change of 
scenery would benefit him. Vegas, a team that wanted to draft him that 
year, would be an interested suitor. 

Gabe Vilardi, Los Angeles Kings 

Vilardi went 11th in 2017 and like Patrick, the early part of his career was 
stalled by a back condition that kept flaring up constantly. Vilardi didn’t 
get going professionally until halfway through last year and got a 
promising NHL cameo at the end of last season, where his size (6-foot-3, 
203 pounds) jumps out at you. But this year, he’s also struggled to find 
the net consistently and last scored a goal on March 3. Los Angeles has 
chosen natural centres with four consecutive first-round picks: Vilardi, 
Rasmus Kupari, Alex Turcotte and this past year, Quinton Byfield. Byfield 
isn’t going anywhere. The Kings should be looking at moving at least one 
of the other three (and maybe two) in order to get more established 
NHLers to flesh out their complement of top-six forwards. That’s an 
organization which has seen the exodus of a lot of good players from 
their last championship team that have gone on and helped their new 
clubs (Jake Muzzin, Alec Martinez, Tyler Toffoli, Tanner Pearson). If they 
want to salvage anything from the last handful of chapters in Anze 
Kopitar’s and Drew Doughty’s careers, they need to see an influx of 
talent. Hopefully soon. Hopefully, this summer. 

Barrett Hayton, Arizona Coyotes 

People shouldn’t forget that Hayton looked so good for Canada in the 
2020 world juniors (12 points, seven games and a gold medal) but hasn’t 
been seen much since. He played 20 NHL games in 2019-20 and looked 
as if he was ready for prime-time duty this season, after getting into a 
handful of games in Finland for Ilves pre-Christmas. Instead, he was 
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farmed out early by the Coyotes and hasn’t gotten a call-back. He’s only 
20, and like the others listed here, a high, high draft choice, so there will 
be other organizations looking to take a chance. 

Any others that come to mind, feel free to drop suggestions in the 
comments section below. 

Who do you like for the Cup? 

It feels as if there’s been a month to go in the NHL regular season for 
about a month now, and that’s a function of the COVID-19 related 
postponements that have extended the regular season’s end four times 
altogether, but now is expected to fully wrap up May 16. 

Dallas and Columbus are at one end of the scheduling spectrum, having 
just seven games to go until they get to the finish line. Vancouver is at 
the other end — the Canucks have 16 remaining — which gives them a 
mathematical chance of hauling in Montreal for the fourth playoff spot, 
though that seems like a daunting and maybe even unrealistic possibility, 
given the challenges of playing so many games in such a short time. 

In Thursday’s 3-0 shutout loss to Ottawa, it looked as if the legs weren’t 
there; after two gutty wins over Toronto, coming out of their COVID-19 
shutdown. 

Officially, Colorado became the second club to clinch a playoff spot 
Thursday and every time I see an announcement to that effect, I think of 
how the Hall of Fame coach Bob Johnson used to stress that moment, 
whenever it occurred for his team. 

These were the 1980s in Calgary, when it was just a 21-team league 
when 16 made the playoffs and when you had to be especially inept to 
miss. I remember rolling my eyes a few times when Johnson would 
announce, postgame, that that night’s victory guaranteed a spot in the 
playoffs, because the Flames were a good enough team in those days 
that there wasn’t much of a question that they would qualify for playoffs; it 
was a matter of how they would fare (in a division dominated by Gretzky, 
Messier, Kurri and that lot, in their primes, usually not very well). 

But eventually, over time, I came to see the wisdom of Johnson’s words 
— that you cannot take anything for granted, on the road to the Stanley 
Cup (he euphemistically called it, “trying to get to the top of the 
mountain.”) Making the playoffs was the first step. Then you had to win 
four series. 

Here’s something else I remember Johnson pointing out — that 
technically, you could lose 12 games out of 28 in any NHL post-season 
and still win the Stanley Cup. A few teams, including the 2014 Los 
Angeles Kings, really tested that premise. 

So, Vegas and Colorado are officially in — the only teams to clinch so far 
— and on that same night as the Avs made it, the Blue Jackets were 
officially eliminated, putting a stamp on a season that can only be 
described as wholly disappointing. Will John Tortorella return as coach? 
Seems unlikely. Seems as if Tortorella is ready for a new challenge in his 
life and the Blue Jackets, which benefited from his guidance more than 
you probably think, will turn in a different direction, and that should 
breathe some fresh air into the dressing room. 

But what if, this morning, you actually had to try to pick a final four? I’m 
not sure if there’s ever been a season in my memory where the outcome 
is so murky. 

Let’s go division-by-division. In the East, the team that looked most 
vulnerable, the Bruins, have rattled off six wins in a row. Mathematically, 
the Rangers and Flyers cling to a faint hope, but the reality is, it’s over. 
The top four teams (Boston, Pittsburgh, Washington and the New York 
Islanders) are this morning separated by .014 percentage points. 
Effectively, it’s a dead heat. 

And no matter how they match up, can you really rate any of the four as 
an overwhelming favorite? The Bruins are probably hungriest, 
considering all their close playoff calls. Pittsburgh and Washington each 
have championship pedigrees from not so long ago and the Isles have 
Barry Trotz behind the bench; and a willingness to play the sort of gutty, 

defensive style of hockey needed to win in the playoffs. Thursday’s game 
against the Caps was playoff hockey, taken to the highest level — 65 
minutes of scoreless action, ultimately decided by a shootout. If that was 
a playoff game, they might still be playing right now. 

The Central has three teams clearly home free (Tampa, Florida and 
Carolina) and three teams tussling for the last spot (Nashville, Dallas and 
Chicago). Nashville and Dallas are currently separated by .001 percent in 
the standings; just try and pick a winner there. And if Carolina, which 
leads at the moment, actually goes on to win the division, then we have a 
Battle of Florida in the opening round, with Carolina a heavy favorite to its 
series; and then see where it’s at. Astonishingly, Carolina has only 10 
regulation losses this season. Talk about a team flying under the radar. 

Tampa is struggling now (7-8-0) in its last 15, but how much stock can 
you put in that, if Nikita Kucherov and Steven Stamkos are ready to ride 
to the rescue come playoff time? Assuming they do and they have an 
impact right away, you never want to bet against the defending 
champions. But both Carolina and Florida have something special going 
on right now, an easy chemistry that’s developed; and I’m giving both 
coaches Rod Brind’Amour and Joel Quenneville, a tip of the chapeau for 
that. And while Tampa proved it could go the distance last year, it also 
proved capable of losing in the opening round the year before. 

The West is similar to the Central in the sense that three teams are clear 
(Colorado, Vegas and Minnesota) and there’s a turtle derby going on for 
the fourth spot, where St. Louis is coming off three consecutive losses; 
has fewer points than Arizona, but has a slim lead on the basis of points-
percentage. If the 2019 champs can slip in, with no pressure on them, 
they could be a sneaky darkhorse. But even if the favorites advance and 
you get Colorado and Vegas in the second round, who do you like? Who 
do you pick? Vegas has won eight in a row. Colorado five. It feels like 
that should be a Stanley Cup Final, not a second-round match-up. 

In the North, it looks as if a Toronto and Montreal series is indeed going 
to happen, which would also give us an Edmonton-Winnipeg opening 
round match-up, bringing back memories of the WHA, and some early 
feisty Smythe Division playoff rounds. Every team has its strengths, and 
each has a couple of obvious holes. I have zero confidence making any 
sort of prediction as to who comes out of the division either. 

It’s a mess, and it’s a muddle, and I would put it to readers: If you were to 
strip away partisanship, what’s the best Final Four outcome? Is it 
Toronto, Colorado, Boston and Tampa Bay? Edmonton, Vegas, 
Pittsburgh and Carolina? Winnipeg, Minnesota, Washington and Florida? 
Some combination, thereof? I wouldn’t rule anything out at this point and 
I always go back to something Oilers’ GM Ken Holland annually likes to 
say. If you get in the playoffs, you’ve got a chance. Not sure if that was 
always true, every year. But it sure feels as if it’s true this year. 

This and That 

Since we’re trying to make this weekend’s notebook more interactive with 
readers, here’s a final question to ponder: What should the NHL do about 
Olympic participation in 2022? 

NHL GMs met virtually this past Wednesday, instead of gathering in 
Boca Raton, Florida, and managed to hack their way through a 
shortened agenda in just over half-a-day, which shows how efficiently 
you can do these things when there isn’t golf to distract you. 

Among other topics, they were briefed on the status of Olympic 
negotiations, where three groups — the league, the NHL players 
association and the IIHF — are all aligned philosophically and favor 
participation, but still haven’t received a commitment from the 
International Olympic Committee to cover expenses, the way the IOC did 
previously in the five Olympics that have featured NHL participation 
(1998 until 2014). 

Negotiations have to be completed roughly by the end of May for NHL 
scheduling purposes. The league needs to know by then if its needs to 
schedule a three-week Olympic break in the schedule. 
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With Seattle entering the lodge this year, the league doesn’t want to 
delay its scheduling announcement, if at all possible. 

Of course, the IOC is also trying to finalize the Summer Olympics in 
Tokyo, though someone needs to explain to me why that should interfere 
with negotiations for the hockey tournament? What? They don’t have 
enough staff to handle two separate talks? The issues haven’t really 
changed since they first started fighting about this soon after the 2014 
Olympics in Sochi were completed. 

It makes little sense, and it makes me think that this is the standard foot-
dragging that goes on until negotiations reach a boiling point and then 
someone blinks. We are talking two stubborn entities here and ahead of 
the 2018 Winter Olympics, neither side did blink. The net result was a 
second-rate hockey tournament that — while it may have fueled the 
Olympic dreams of some players who otherwise would have never made 
it to the Olympics — hardly captured the imagination of hockey fans 
around the world. I was calling around this week to get a sense of 
whether it was leaning one way or the other and all you get is a collective 
virtual shrug and some version of “who the hell knows?” Which, I guess, 
is a fitting description of life these days. In the NHL and beyond. 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings (emoji edition): Things are starting to 
come together for the Golden Knights 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille Apr 23, 2021  

 

As of five weeks ago, The Athletic has weekly NHL power rankings. Yes, 
it happened. Yes, we’re using this exact same lede in each one. It’ll be 
69 weeks in and we’ll still say “As of 69 weeks ago.” Calm down. We’re 
back with another installment this week, and we’ll be back every week 
until we’re old and grey and tired of ranking teams every week. 

Here are the basic ground rules.  

The methodology here is as simple as it gets. We each rank the teams, 
from 1-31, then take the average, and voila. (Dom made a dedicated 
spreadsheet for this because of course he did.) It’s not going to be based 
solely on past performance, current hot streaks or future potential. 
Numbers will figure into it prominently, but if you want stat-model stuff, 
we’ve got you covered elsewhere. This is something different. 

From there, we’ll choose 10 or so teams to go back-and-forth on; that 
might be because we disagree on the placement. It might be because we 
each have something meaningful to say. It might be because we each 
want to make jokes about the teams, or each other. We’ll see. 

We want this to be fun, and we’re not locked into a format beyond going 
from No. 1 to No. 31. Some rankings might have themes. Some of those 
themes might be unexpected. If you have ideas — or just suggestions on 
how to make this a destination for you, each Friday — we’d love to hear 
them. You’re why we’re doing this in the first place. 

If two teams are tied, the team with the better Twitter account gets the 
edge. Sometimes we might add new rules as we see fit. For example, we 
added the tie-breaker rule because ties are stupid and don’t belong in 
this sport. It’ll change every week. 

This week: an emoji for every team. Just two old men getting paid to pick 
out lil’ cartoon pictures for the best hockey boys. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Last week: 1 

Record: 31-9-4, 66 points 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

 : The Avalanche are just a well-oiled machine at this point, perfectly 
programmed in almost every way. 

Dom: What more is there to say about this team that seems to run over 
whoever they face? I’m getting bored of seeing them clown the Blues and 
Coyotes every night, let’s just skip to the playoffs already so we can see 
them destroy an actually good team. 

Sean: It’s funny to see how well they’re doing in all the “defensive” 
categories — second in goals against, first in expected goals against, 
first in shots against — and think about how much of that is just because 
they spend most of their games in the offensive zone against the Ducks 
or whatever, just screwing around. Someday soon, we might regret not 
being able to see this team play a full, normal schedule. We’re going to 
want context for all this. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last week: 2 

Record: 31-10-5, 67 points 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 2 

 : The only thing hotter than the Canes on the ice, is the Canes’ Twitter 
account off the ice. 

Sean: Worth saying it up top — Dom chose the tie-breaker, and I’m 
convinced that it’s nothing more than a way to scam more teams for 
more free stuff. To whoever runs the Canes’ social media: I believed first. 
I knew. I knew. Also, I’m a shmedium, so whatever you have laying 
around is fine. 

Dom: Dear almighty Carolina Hurricanes Twitter account: Sean may 
have believed first this year, but I’ve been on this path much longer. Ask 
our good mutual friend, Eric, he’ll tell you. Remember when y’all were 
near the bottom of the East in 2018-19? I still believed. Don’t bother 
searching for tweets about it. Remember Dougie Hamilton’s Norris trophy 
campaign last season? Where were Sean’s passionate tweets and 
articles about it? The audacity of some people… 

Sean: I was probably writing about the Pirates or something, my bad. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last week: 4 

Record: 33-11-2, 68 points 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 3 

 : Vegas flexing all over the very wrong previous power rankings that 
had the team outside the top three with an eight-game winning streak. 

Dom: The Golden Knights had a long stretch of time near the bottom of 
the top five in these rankings. We didn’t really believe in their record due 
to only modest underlying numbers relative to their results. Well, that’s 
changed drastically over the last few weeks as the team has rattled off 
eight straight wins and done so in dominant fashion. They have a 61 
percent expected goals rate in those games and have outscored 
opponents 34-14. 

Sean: Yeah, it feels like stuff is starting to come together here. Early on, 
they were buoyed by Marc-Andre Fleury. Then, he had a meh patch. 
Now, their underlyings have come around, he’s got a .934 save 
percentage in six April games, and Robin Lehner is at .935 (also in six). 
This was how it was supposed to work. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 24, 2021 

 

Last week: 3 

Record: 31-14-2, 64 points 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

 : What is LTIR, really, if not the hockey equivalent of a credit card? 

Sean: At what point are we supposed to start worrying about this team a 
little bit? They’ve basically spent the month alternating wins and losses, 
the underlying numbers are mediocre, the secondary scoring is non-
existent, they’re in third place in the division … it seems insane to drop 
them out of the top five, divisional placement be damned, but man, I’m 
starting to waver. 

Dom: No Nikita Kucherov, no Steven Stamkos, and currently no Victor 
Hedman either as he’s been awful of late. That’s… pretty much most of 
the team’s value. Those two forwards should be back for the playoffs and 
Hedman should return to normalcy by then too. I’m not too worried until 
they lose a couple of playoff games to Sergei Bobrovsky. 

Sean: Right, but it’s an existential question for the rankings. I’m fine on 
their longer-term prospects, but the performance has been blasé enough 
to make me contemplate dropping them in the meantime. I take this more 
seriously than you, I suppose. 

Dom: Perhaps I’m not nearly as fickle with my rankings. 

5. Boston Bruins 

Last week: 6 

Record: 27-12-6, 60 points 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 5 

 : Might be a little late, but up, up and away. 

Sean: The Bruins made their big move up last week when they went from 
11th to sixth, but that was aided with a little bit of tie-breaker luck. This 
week, that was … unnecessary. Unreal run by them — they got 10 points 
in five games over the last seven days, and they remain undefeated in 
The Taylor Hall Era (all six games of it). With him on the roster, their 
expected goals for percentage is up more than 10 points, to around 60. 
This week alone, they’ve outscored opponents 15-3 at 5v5. He’s a born 
winner, that Taylor Hall. Success follows him. Don’t let anyone tell you 
differently. He’s got four points in six games, for the record. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs  

Last week: 5 

Record: 29-13-5, 60 points 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 6 

 : If you shot a puck in the general direction of a Leafs goaltender over 
the past week there was a pretty good chance it went right through him. 

Dom: So, last week said no matter what happened over the next week 
we would put Toronto second, because “nothing matters between spots 
two-to-five.” The Leafs said “bet” and delivered that. 

Sean: In 10 games since April 3, the Leafs are 5-3-2, 15th in points 
percentage league-wide over that span. That’s about as average as it 
gets. Nick Foligno is only going to be able to distract people with funny 
hats for so long. If they lose a couple more, he’s going to show up for 
post-game in a foam cowboy hat. It’s funny because it’s bigger than a 
normal hat. 

Dom: This Simpsons clip, inspired by the idea of Foligno distracting 
people with hats, is actually a perfect metaphor for the Leafs trading for 
Foligno. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last week: 8 

Record: 30-14-3, 63 points 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

   : A nice image of Sidney Crosby, Jake Guentzel and Bryan Rust 
(55.34 expected goals percentage, 61.9 actual goals percentage this 
season). 

Sean: Little bit of a weird way for the Penguins to get six of eight points 
this week; they lost to the Sabres once in regulation, then almost blew a 
6-0 lead to the Devils on Wednesday. Their forward group, if it ever gets 
healthy, is going to be fascinating. The Crosby-Guentzel-Rust line is 
locked and loaded, as we said. Trying to make the Evgeni Malkin–Jared 
McCann–Kasperi Kapanen–Jeff Carter–Jason Zucker pieces fit together 
on the fly might be easier said than done, given the shortage of time. 

Dom: A lot of analytics folks were really excited about Zucker going to 
Pittsburgh and he has low-key stunk this year. He’s got just 12 points in 
29 games and a 44 percent expected goals rate that’s among the team’s 
worst marks. What the hell is going on there? 

Sean: All-time atrocious start to the season. High-key, in fact. He’s been 
better lately, but I’m really starting to wonder whether we see him go 
unprotected in the expansion draft. 

8. Washington Capitals 

Last week: 9 

Record: 30-13-4, 64 points 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 8 

 : “Ah, hello. You’re still here and still quite good.” 

Sean: Is the emoji a back-handed way of acknowledging that we’re still 
sort of taking the Caps for granted? Maybe. Thursday night (a 1-0 win 
over the Islanders) was interesting for one particular reason: Ilya 
Samsonov killed it. After making 26 saves on 26 shots, he stopped two of 
three Islanders in the shootout. That’s something the Caps haven’t seen 
much of; heading into the game, they’d gotten a quality start from their 
goaltenders less than half the time. Only they and the Leafs are playoff-
bound teams who can say that. If Samsonov gets hot, look out. If he 
doesn’t, it’ll be easy (and maybe correct) to sleep on them a bit. 

9. New York Islanders 

Last week: 7 

Record: 29-13-5, 63 points 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 9 

 : Two 1-0 games this week, one of which ended in a shootout? 2.36 
combined expected goals last night? Booooooooring. 

Dom: Come on, if the zzz’s fit any team’s reputation it has to be the 
Islanders and while the team has been much more exciting this season 
(hello Mathew Barzal), this hasn’t exactly been a banner week for the 
club. Aside from a six-goal outburst against the Rangers, the Islanders 
had three games where they didn’t score a single goal in regulation. The 
Bruins and Capitals losses were most concerning as the team will likely 
have to go throw at least one to make it out of the East. For long 
stretches, the Islanders have looked like the team to beat in the East, but 
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they’re at the bottom of the pecking order this week. They’ve lost the 
expected goals battle in six of their last eight games. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Last week: 10 

Record: 29-13-3, 61 points 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 11 

 :disguised_face: : The Wild have an elite record that screams contender, 
but their underlying numbers over the last month look a bit suspicious. 

Dom: Unsurprisingly, my best friends, the Minnesota Wild, won the tie-
breaker for best Twitter account against the Panthers. There is no better 
Twitter account in all of sports based on the simple fact that they are 
friends with me online, the single most important thing about a team 
Twitter account. 

And because best friends do not talk shit about each other, I will 
absolutely not say anything bad about the Minnesota Wild franchise. Best 
friends support each other, so when I see that the team has been outshot 
in 19 straight games, I choose to look at the positive instead — like the 
team’s record in that time frame, buoyed by a red hot power play. Just 
win, baby. 

11. Florida Panthers 

Last week: 11 

Record: 30-13-5, 65 points 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 10 

 : What else would you do with your hands when Sergei Bobrovsky is 
playing? 

Sean: The other option, quickly, might end up “pointing at Spencer 
Knight.” He had 33 saves on 34 shots in the first start of his NHL career. 
Sure, it came against the Blue Jackets, but whatever. There are a couple 
of things to like here. One: The Panthers would be much easier to take 
seriously as a top-10 team (which they are in both expected and actual 
goals percentage) if their goalie was less volatile. Two: Knight was born 
in 2001, which brings us ever closer to Dom realizing that he, too, is 
getting old, just like the rest of us. 

12. Winnipeg Jets 

Last week: 12 

Record: 27-16-3, 57 points 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 

 : We have no idea what to make of this team, so we just put them in 
12th every week and hope no one notices. 

Dom: Last night’s game against the Leafs was pure opposite-land for 
Winnipeg. Connor Hellebuyck couldn’t stop a beach ball early on, got 
pulled, and the Jets won the expected goals battle against Toronto. 
Neither of those things happen very often, but it ended in a regulation 
loss making it very unlikely Winnipeg can catch Toronto for first in the 
North. In 12th they shall remain. 

13. Edmonton Oilers 

Last week: 13 

Record: 27-16-2, 56 points 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 13 

 : The most entertaining team in hockey because they have Connor 
McDavid and other teams do not. (That, and defence is pretty optional 
the other way too). 

Dom: Every week it seems like McDavid just does something insane. It’s 
usually some variation of “He’s a freak! He’s the fastest kid alive!” but I 
still can’t get enough. Like, this is just a normal goal for him. 

Sean: Another week of the rankings, another week of me being 
personally offended by Ken Holland’s “you can’t be all-in every year” 
insanity. His last 17 assists have been primary assists. Seventeen! In 15 
games! It’s cool to see him score those goals, and it’s cool to see him 
rack up wild streaks. It’s also really depressing, borderline “lamp under a 
bushel” stuff. 

14. New York Rangers 

Last week: 14 

Record: 23-18-6, 52 points 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 14 

 : Whatever faint glimmer of playoff hopes this team had is gone, as is 
the Rangers’ very temporary hold on East Division Goal Differential 
Champion. 

Dom: Any excuse to post this meme is a good one (hence the coffin 
emoji) because this song still absolutely slaps. Here lies the 2021 
Rangers season.  

The Rangers have been a weirdly frustrating team all season — they 
should be a lot better. The goal differential is right there with the other top 
teams in the division, but the record isn’t even close. They have some 
very high-end players, but the bottom of the roster still needs a lot of 
work. They’ll come back much stronger next season, one that may start a 
nice playoff streak, but this season sadly was not it. 

15. Dallas Stars 

Last week: 19 

Record: 19-15-12, 50 points 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 15 

 : The wild, wild West… err Central… featuring the most chaotic team 
in hockey. Will they win? Will they lose? Will Roope Hintz even play? 
Tune in to find out because no one has any idea. 

Sean: It’s amazing to see that this team — this weird, ridiculous team — 
has somehow stabilized in the middle of this dumb thing we do. The end 
result (this season, at least) is destined to be mediocrity, but the road 
we’re taking is hilarious. Like, as we were writing this, they statistically 
dominated the Red Wings and managed to lose 7-3. What is happening 
here? 

Dom: I bet on the Stars (after seeing the team would have Roope Hintz 
and Miro Heiskanen in the lineup literally 30 minutes before the game). 
That’s what happened. I might be cursed. 

16. Nashville Predators 

Last week: 15 

Record: 25-21-2, 52 points 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 16 
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 : Imagine blowing a 4-1 lead halfway through the third and losing in 
overtime? Embarrassing.  

Dom: The win probably won’t matter in the grand scheme of things for 
the Blackhawks who will need a lot going their way to make the playoffs, 
but losing that extra point really stings for Nashville. The Stars are just 
ever so slightly ahead by points percentage and this race looks like it’s 
going to come down to the wire. The Predators’ playoff chances sit at 45 
percent while the Stars are at 47 percent after losing to Detroit. To 
squander a three-goal lead the way Nashville did just stings. The 
Predators didn’t sell at the deadline for this? 

Sean: One metaphor, please. 

Honestly, if we’re talking about team Twitter accounts, we should point 
out that Nashville’s spent Thursday night begging for the Red Wings to 
beat the Stars, and it worked. 

Pretty cool. Bet they wish they’d have asked David Poile to trade Mikael 
Granlund. Maybe next time! 

Dom: I don’t know how or why, but the minute you change your name to 
“team #1 fan” on Twitter, that team just wins.  

17. Montreal Canadiens 

Last week: 16 

Record: 20-15-9, 49 points 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 17 

 : Neither of us knew that the “derelict house” emoji (official name) 
existed. It’s standing up, but that is quite a large crack. 

Sean: The Canadiens needed a win against Edmonton on Wednesday, if 
only for psychological purposes, and they got it. They also scored more 
than two goals for the second time in nine games, which is kind of a good 
news/bad news thing, and their power play is still at 19 percent for the 
season and 9.1 percent (!) in April. On top of that, they’ve got 12 games 
in 20 days on the way. If only there were some way to add young legs 
and goal-scoring ability to the lineup. Ah, well. 

18. St. Louis Blues 

Last week: 17 

Record: 19-19-6, 44 points 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 18 

 : Hi. Dom here. Anyone who follows my betting guide knows exactly 
why the Blues get an angry emoji. They deserve it. 

Dom: To be honest, I’m sure the fans feel the exact same way. This team 
should be better! They were supposed to be the third-best team in the 
division, potentially competing with Colorado and Vegas. Instead, the 
Blues have lost more games than they’ve won this season and once 
again came up empty-handed this week. The fourth playoff spot should 
be theirs for the taking, but it just seems like they don’t even want it in 
some games. It’s crazy how bad this team is at five-on-five considering 
that was their calling card en route to their 2019 Stanley Cup. St. Louis is 
bottom 10 in both expected and actual goals this season and is the worst 
team over the last month in expected goals at 43 percent. 

19. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last week: 18 

Record: 22-20-5, 49 points 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 19 

  ♂ : The Blackhawks (and their playoff hopes) emerged from their 
grave sometime in the third period against Nashville. Someone should’ve 
told the Preds to beware of bathrooms and Vinnie Hinostroza. 

Sean: Honestly, it feels like we’ve had them on death watch for weeks. 
It’s close — their playoff chances were at 6 percent on Thursday, 
according to some guy I work with — but it’s not quite here. They’re a 
bad even-strength team, no matter how you slice it, but it’s still fun to see 
them hang around. In any case, happy anniversary to Joel Quenneville. 

20. Arizona Coyotes 

Last week: 20 

Record: 20-22-5, 45 points 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 21 

 : This emoji looks super familiar? 

Dom: The Coyotes continued their downward trend of late, sandwiching a 
strong comeback win against the Blues with three losses to the Wild. The 
Coyotes went 1-7-0 against Minnesota this season, losing each game by 
three or more goals. Ouch. Arizona is also 2-3-1 against Colorado and 1-
5-0 against the Golden Knights. That’s a combined 4-15-1 record against 
the top three teams where the team was outscored 78-40 in those 
games. Not even close and it’s why the Coyotes will likely finish the 
season not even close to a playoff spot. 

21. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last week: 22 

Record: 21-18-7, 59 points 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 20 

  ♂ : Get your tee times, fellas. 

Sean: It’s not that the Flyers had that bad of a week (five of eight points) 
— it’s that The Taylor Hall Era Bruins have well and truly left them in the 
dust. Disastrous as the season has been, they were still in squint-and-
you-can-see-it mode when it came to the playoffs. Now, they’re 11 points 
out of fourth place. It’s not happening, no matter how many goals James 
van Riemsdyk scores with his face. 

Bizarre stat of the season, maybe: The Flyers haven’t won a game by 
more than one goal since Feb. 28. 

22. Vancouver Canucks 

Last week: 26 

Record: 18-19-3, 39 points 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

 : When people say you’re back in the playoff hunt, then you lose in 
regulation to the Senators and fall 10 points out of the fourth spot. 

Sean: Getting shut out by Matt Murray in the first of four games against 
Ottawa was … probably not how the Canucks wanted their Thursday 
night to go, yes? Those wins against the Leafs were fun — apparently 
fun enough for people to forget that this is a bad team in a bad spot. Still, 
it was probably a nice couple of days. 

Dom: It is Peak Hockey that the Canucks swept the Leafs fresh off a 
three-week layoff, only to get shut out by Matt Murray and the Senators 
to crash back to reality. 

23. Calgary Flames 

Last week: 21 
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Record: 19-23-3, 41 points 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 

 : Time is running out for this core and big decisions loom in the 
offseason. Is a rebuild necessary? 

Dom: For a long time the Flames were held together by Mark Giordano 
on the backend, their rock. This season has made it plain and clear how 
important he is to the team’s success by showing a version of the team 
without his dominant presence: it’s bad. It’s difficult to know where the 
Flames go from here, but the status quo won’t cut it for next season. 
They need to embrace that what they have isn’t good enough. 

24. Los Angeles Kings 

Last week: 23 

Record: 17-20-6, 40 points 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

 : A look into the future would be nice for the Kings, you’d imagine. 

Sean: One of the challenging things about doing this every week is 
finding something pithy and/or interesting to say about teams like the 
Kings, who a) aren’t particularly interesting and b) have played once 
since the last time we had to go through all this. Like, they beat Anaheim 
4-1. Cool? I dunno. Hey, Quinton Byfield is playing pretty well in the AHL. 
The No. 2 pick in the 2020 draft has 12 points in his last 14 games and 
has scored in five straight games. That’s neat. 

25. San Jose Sharks 

Last week: 24 

Record: 18-23-5, 41 points 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

 : This one’s for you, Patty. 

Dom: There were a lot of horrifically bad takes about Patrick Marleau this 
past week as he was set to become the NHL’s all-time games played 
leader, surpassing Gordie Howe. It’s an incredible accomplishment that 
showcases Marleau’s amazing longevity and durability. Anyone who has 
something negative to say about him – like, that he should’ve retired one 
game before? – should literally go find anything else to talk about.  

Also, the whole Marleau thing gave us this very important video featuring 
Jumbo Joe in his element. 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last week: 25 

Record: 15-25-9, 39 points 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 26 

 : Five games, five losses. Someone forgot to show up this week. 

Sean: For real, they got outscored 21-6. They’re 0-7-1 in their last nine 
games. They’re 2-13-2 in their last 17. John Tortorella is benching dudes 
again. They have fewer points than the Red Wings and have a 46 
percent chance of keeping it that way. Elvis Merzlikins said on Thursday 
night that he “didn’t want to get to, like, Buffalo.” Bleak stuff, that. Credit 
where it’s due, though; they’re responsible for maybe the most 
unintentionally funny tweet of the week. 

Not showing his cards? The idea that anyone is thinking, “Hmm, maybe 
Torts signs a new deal, you never know,” is wonderful. 

27. Ottawa Senators 

Last week: 29 

Record: 17-26-4, 38 points 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 28 

 : Leave it to the Sens Sickos to spoil Vancouver’s feel-good week. 

Dom: Ottawa has not had a great season by any stretch, obviously, but 
the Senators have been extremely fun in raining on various team’s 
parades. Toronto, Montreal, and Calgary have all felt Ottawa’s wrath this 
season and the Canucks were the latest team to fall back down to reality 
at the hands of a Senators loss. Flying high after two big wins against 
Toronto post-Covid, there were legitimate playoff hopes in Vancouver 
again.  

Canucks fans: “We just have to win the next four against Ottawa… no 
problem, piece of cake, we just beat the Leafs back-to-back.” 

Ottawa: “Yes… ha ha ha… YES!” 

28. New Jersey Devils 

Last week: 27 

Record: 14-26-6, 34 points 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 27 

 : Cover your eyes … 

Sean: … L-L-W-L-L-L-L-W-L-L-L-L-L-L-L. Hmm. The second-to-last ‘L’ 
was innovative, and Nico Hischier is back in the lineup. Also, shout out to 
podcaster Adam Present, who finally got the Hischier jersey “Deadbeat 
Dom” Luszczyszyn promised him months ago and only just managed to 
deliver. Sad! 

Dom: Do you have ANY idea how hard it is to get a reverse retro jersey? 
I still can’t believe how badly the NHL fumbled that launch: “hey everyone 
here’s some really cool jerseys for every team that we are going to make 
almost impossible to get. Have fun, suckers!” 

Sean: I can believe that, yes. 

29. Detroit Red Wings 

Last week: 28 

Record: 17-25-7, 41 points 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 29 

 : Steve Yzerman, legendary player and GM, once again showing why 
he’s one of the best with an absolute fleecing in the Jakub Vrana trade. 

Dom: There aren’t many things to be excited about with the Red Wings 
this year as joy and happiness still seem years away, but man did they 
get a player in Vrana. The speedster is finally in a place where he can 
flourish and he had himself a night in a 7-3 win over Dallas, potting four 
goals. After seeing Anthony Mantha score in every single game for the 
Capitals, it was nice to see that Detroit got a damn good player back in 
return — plus a very strong draft pick haul to boot. 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Last week: 31 

Record: 12-28-7, 31 points 
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Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 

 : Enjoy Dustin Tokarski and that .930 April save percentage while you 
can, folks. 

Sean: Starting on March 31, the Sabres have racked up a .538 points 
percentage. That’s 16th in the league in that span. The underlyings aren’t 
great — they’re 28th in expected goals percentage — but good god, who 
cares? Buffalo deserved to have something go its way. Also, a quick mea 
culpa here for forgetting that the Sabres’ season went off the rails 
immediately after their COVID-19 pause. We showed sympathy for the 
Canucks last week for what they’ve dealt with, and Buffalo deserved a 
little more of the same. Who knows what would’ve changed, but the NHL 
put them in a ridiculous situation, too. 

31. Anaheim Ducks 

Last week: 30 

Record: 14-26-7, 35 points 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 
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Sportsnet.ca / Monahan, Flames overcome pre-game COVID-19 scare to 
secure crucial win 

 

Eric Francis 

April 24, 2021, 1:34 AM 

 

Sean Monahan had his pregame meal and nap, as he has hundreds of 
times before. 

Despite the fact the team’s morning skate had been cancelled due to the 
team’s first positive COVID-19 test, Monahan and his teammates tried to 
stay focused on a game they weren’t sure would be played. 

Tricky, as no game they’ve played this season was bigger than this, the 
first of three against a Montreal team they’re so desperately chasing for 
the North Divison’s final playoff spot. 

With the league confirming just four hours before puck drop that the 
game would proceed despite Josh Leivo’s positive test, Monahan’s game 
day routine included ensuring his longtime pal was faring okay. 

“I talked to him and checked in and will again here in a minute,” said 
Monahan after scoring the winner in a crucial 4-2 win over the 
Canadiens. “You never want a guy on your team to get sick or injured or 
anything like that. It sucks he’s not here with us, but he’s going to be 
alright. It was a strange day. We didn’t know what was going on. We 
were told what to do and we were getting ready all day to play a game 
and it ended up working out.” 

It sure did, thanks to one thing the Flames could always rely on prior to 
this season -- Monahan and Johnny Gaudreau. 

With a must-win game tied 2-2 in the final period the duo put the hosts up 
ahead for good after Gaudreau spotted Monahan from behind the net 
and found him in the slot with a perfect pass that was buried past Jake 
Allen with 14 minutes remaining. 

“I threw it down low to Johnny and when both defencemen take a peak at 
him quick, if you’re open he’s going to find you and that’s what 

happened,” said Monahan of his 45th career game-winner, which was 
sandwiched by a pair of assists. 

“He’s probably given me 150 of those -- I’m pretty used to that. We 
played together for years and when we play together you expect to get 
looks and you’ve got to expect to put the puck in the net.” 

It was only the 10th time this season Monahan has scored, which is why 
the two have been split up the last handful of games for the first time in 
their seven years together. 

They were on the ice together only because coach Darryl Sutter opted to 
play with only 11 forwards, and they were simply next up in the rotation. 

The team responded with a swarming, speedy effort that included a 
playoff-type physicality that limited the Habs to just 19 shots on goal. 
That total doesn’t include the two shots off the iron in the third that could 
have jeopardized the Flames' season before Elias Lindholm scored into 
an empty net. 

It leaves the Flames six points back and sets up the possibility a sweep 
Saturday and Monday against Montreal could leave Calgary just two 
points out of fourth, albeit with the Canadiens having a game in hand. 

There’s zero margin for error against a team the Flames have beaten five 
of seven times this year. 

“We have to look at it as just one game at a time, no sense looking 
ahead,” said Andrew Mangiapane, who had a first-period goal and an 
assist on Dillon Dube’s opener. “Play it when it happens. Obviously 
everyone knows what situation we’re in. We’ve got to make up ground 
and we’re trying to catch these guys and every game is key.” 

The Flames announced earlier in the day they wouldn’t have their 
morning skate as a precaution after a then-unnamed player tested 
positive following Thursday’s testing. The league revealed Leivo as that 
player in their 3 p.m. MT COVID-19 protocol list update. 

“I spoke with him before the game today and he was fine, he had no 
symptoms,” said Sutter. “But he obviously had a positive test. Other than 
that the team and the league will handle it.” 

You can bet the league, in consultation with Flames doctors and other 
officials, spent the bulk of the day debating the merits of postponing the 
game for fear other players had been exposed to Leivo in practice. 

After all, a positive test on the Canadiens earlier in the season shut them 
down for a week. 

With the Flames press release saying earlier in the day all other players 
and coaches had tested negative, further tests clearly gave the league 
confidence they could move forward with the game. 

Sutter opted to play Nikita Nesterov as the team’s seventh defenceman 
instead of playing Buddy Robinson as the 12th forward. 

“The rationale would be that we have 12 and Buddy has played 24 
minutes in four games, kind of a tough position to put him in,” said Sutter. 

The Flames know all too well about tough positions these days. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Travis Green faces delicate balancing act after Canucks' 
COVID outbreak 

 

Iain MacIntyrac 

April 23, 2021, 7:06 PM 
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VANCOUVER — The day after saying he needed some players near the 
top and bottom of his lineup to be better, coach Travis Green gave a lot 
of them Friday off. 

Whether to practise or rest will be an ongoing dilemma for the Vancouver 
Canucks after the team’s COVID-19 outbreak. But there is an even 
bigger, more delicate challenge for Green: How much can the coach 
fairly demand from players who may still be suffering lingering effects 
from the respiratory virus? 

No team in the National Hockey League has been through what the 
Canucks have, flattened by COVID’s P.1 variant, so how can anyone 
know how hard to push players? 

Desperate to keep their unlikely playoff charge going, the Canucks play 
the Ottawa Senators Saturday after losing 3-0 to them Thursday night. 

“We're not looking for excuses, we're not going to talk about excuses,” 
Green said Friday when asked about moving past the team’s health 
crisis. “Sometimes you're not going to be at your best, and you've got to 
find ways to win. As a coach, the message is always going to be that 
that's the expectation. That's the culture that we're trying to install here 
anyway. 

“If I thought a guy wasn't feeling very well, he wouldn't have been 
playing. For the guys that are playing, there's expectations. I thought we 
had some guys who didn't play very well last night, didn't play their best. I 
thought we had some guys. . . maybe 10 per cent lower. I think with our 
team, we need to have everyone firing. I thought last night we needed a 
little more from a few guys.” 

At best, this seems unempathetic. At worst, Green sounds almost cruel. 

He’s not. Nobody understands what his players have been through as 
well as Green, who became about as sick as anyone on the team and 
required medical attention beyond the Canucks’ own medical staff. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

One of the most basic requirements of effective coaching is to 
understand and know your players. In that sense, the shared experience 
of fighting the coronavirus may make Green as close to his players as 
he’ll ever be. 

“I don't think it changes me as a coach,” he said. “I don't think it changes 
you really at all. It just makes you. . . have a strong understanding of 
what they're going through. A feel for them, I guess, especially guys that 
maybe had it a little harder than others. 

"It's really just being a compassionate person, and caring about players 
and caring about people that you know. I don't think it has anything to do 
with coaching. You want the best for the people you care about, and 
obviously you care about your players.” 

The last two players to emerge from the COVID shutdown joined 
teammates on the ice Friday at Rogers Arena during the optional practice 
that was run by assistant coaches Nolan Baumgartner and Jason King 
but watched from the bench by Green. 

Energy forward Tyler Motte, who was still too sick to play in the Canucks’ 
first three games back, practised along with extra Loui Eriksson, whose 
14-day quarantine as a close-contact made him last off the NHL’s COVID 
Protocol List. 

Forwards Bo Horvat, Brock Boeser, J.T. Miller, Nils Hoglander and 
Brandon Sutter, defencemen Quinn Hughes, Tyler Myers, Nate Schmidt 
and Travis Hamonic, and starting goalie Thatcher Demko were given 
Friday off. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

STARTING TIME 

Demko’s appearance on Thursday, when he stopped 22 of 24 shots, was 
his first since signing a five-year, $25-million contract extension just as 
the COVID crisis was exploding. 

“I was just so humbled by it, so grateful,” he finally told reporters about 
his new deal. “It's truly unbelievable. To be part of this organization has 
been an honour since Day 1, and to be able to continue that for another 
five years is something that my family and I are extremely fortunate to 
have accomplished. 

"When the talks started it was really easy for me (because) I know I 
wanted to be here for a long time. I was just really grateful and humbled 
by the whole situation.” 

Groomed to become an NHL starter since the Canucks chose him in the 
second round of the 2014 draft, the 25-year-old from San Diego seized 
the No. 1 role this season by decisively outplaying Braden Holtby. 

Holtby had the most important and impressive performances of his 
difficult season by sweeping two games against the Toronto Maple Leafs 
this week, but Green made the right call switching goalies on Thursday 
when Demko was declared fit to start. 

Holtby probably needed a break after facing 79 shots in just over 48 
hours while coming back from COVID, but Demko is the team’s starter. 
He was the Canucks' MVP until the shutdown. 

Green’s goaltending choice isn’t necessarily automatic, especially if 
Holtby extends his vintage form beyond this week. But after investing $25 
million in Demko, the Canucks at least owe him the chance to keep 
playing. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Power plays, penalty kills, and the art of presenting video 
to a team 

 

Justin Bourne 

April 23, 2021, 2:19 PM 

 

A handful of days ago the Toronto Maple Leafs lost a game to a 
Vancouver Canucks team in its first game back from what was 
essentially team-wide COVID, a story that’s been told numerous times. 
During that game, though, my mind was stuck on the Leafs' comically 
bad run of power play efforts that had seen them outscored over 40 man-
advantages by a 3-1 count. At the end of a five-minute power play in 
which Toronto had little success, Auston Matthews scored a broken play 
rush goal that prompted me to tweet this: 

I was thinking about my two years working shoulder to shoulder with 
Keefe, and was reminded of how when the power play or penalty kill 
went through rough patches, he held the coach running said special 
teams accountable. 

In those moments our coaches’ meetings featured that specific coach 
doing more talking, more detail went into preparing that particular team 
meeting, and Keefe got more involved as he grew more dissatisfied with 
what was going on. 

It brought me back to making and running team meetings, and it occurred 
to me that your average hockey fan may not know much about that side 
of things. It’s quite the process to put together a video meeting, and it’s 
one that doesn’t really stop for the duration of the season as you move 
from one game to the next. I thought I’d take a random regular season 
day like today to share a piece of my experience there, and to talk more 
generally about meetings within pro hockey teams. 
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Let’s start with a story, shall we? 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

I found one of most difficult parts of being a video coach in the AHL is 
that it’s not like you set up your technology (a half-dozen laptops, a 
server, touchscreen, iPads, a projector etc.) in one place and start 
breaking down video. You’re constantly de- and re-constructing said 
technology to bring it with you, while AHL buildings and hotels aren’t 
always the most state of the art facilities. If you know anything about 
computers, those aren’t dream conditions. 

Combine that with the time crunch of pro hockey that requires the 
technology be up and running immediately wherever you go, a handful of 
middle-aged “hockey men” trying to work computers, and you need more 
IT skills than I was equipped with when I accepted the position. I’m very 
grateful they seemed to appreciate my hockey insight, because I’m sure 
my technical capabilities left them fantasizing about replacing me with 
someone who could simply operate the machines without incident. 

I showed up most days with the knowledge that while any problems may 
be unpredictable, I could safely predict there would problems. 

It was a Sunday at the then-Air Canada Centre, and the Marlies were set 
to play a game before the Leafs as we often did. Given the NHL game 
that evening, we were crammed into one of the secondary visitors’ rooms 
with roughly 115 minutes until puck drop, which meant it was time for our 
first meeting of the set Keefe likes to give directly before games. 

For a video coach, that's game time. 

I was only a month or two into my time with the Marlies and the 
technology was still terrifying to me. Since small computer errors could 
undo large amounts of work, I liked to have everything done at least 10 
minutes early so I could go in the room and confirm everything was 
operational. 

The problem there was that Keefe likes to tweak and refine and swap out 
video clips until the last millisecond before a meeting, so it was a 
constant battle of wanting him to hurry up, while not at all having the 
authority to tell him to hurry up. 

That day we couldn’t quite find the precise clips we needed, so we 
grinded as we always did back through our previous games until we 
found the exact one to make the point he wanted to make. I quickly 
added it to the mix, trimmed it, downloaded the package to my computer, 
and I led the staff into the dressing room where that game’s 20 players 
were already dutifully huddled around the projector waiting for the 
meeting to start. 

Everyone stood by while I connected the laptop to the projector and 
started booting up the necessary program, but as you may have 
guessed, a tech nightmare unfolded. The projector wasn’t recognizing 
the laptop, and Keefe began growing impatient as one meeting time 
started drifting closer to the next (which still needed work). Players were 
pulled away from stretching and playing two-touch, and everyone wanted 
to get on to the next portion of their pre-game routine. All eyeballs were 
on me. 

As I was having an internal meltdown rivalling the fury of Jupiter’s Great 
Red Spot -- and an external one only slightly less visible -- I began 
desperately swapping cords and hitting every button imaginable, until 
one of the players cut the silence with “…Hey Bournie, have you tried 
hitting the panic button?” 

I was a 35-year-old man with a wife and a son and if you had given me 
the option to disappear and live on the moon alone and have no one 
remember me, in that moment I would’ve taken it. 

It got some laughs, but the more empathetic among them told him to 
kindly shut the (redacted) up, and I immediately became grateful to my 
suit jacket for keeping our shared secret: pit stains that were quickly 
extending down to my hips. 

Mercifully, like Clark Griswold connecting the same two extension cords 
for the 1,000th time, unaware anything else had changed at all, the 
projector woke up, the program loaded, and the technical hockey gods 
had spared me. 

I honestly don’t remember what happened after that, aside from the focus 
shifting from me to the screen, but I do know it became the moment that 
inspired my work ethic from that day forward. As much as I wanted to do 
well for others, I simply couldn’t put myself in that spot again. I learned to 
have things done sooner, to triple check my work, and that it was better 
to annoy Keefe to get his meeting nailed down early than it was to let him 
do it at his own pace. It was a job of thoroughness and preparedness and 
I learned a lot about attention to detail during those years. 

Having survived that, let’s take a look at the actual process of successful 
team meetings through a handful of questions. 

Ask The Panel: How would the you deal with Maple Leafs power play 
struggles? 

What types of meetings does a team have? 

You look at (in rough order of priority): Your own 5v5 play, your power 
play, and your penalty kill. If things are going awry in other areas, 
sometimes you need to look at faceoffs, or 6-on-5/5-on-6 play, and 
sometimes 3-on-3 OT. 

Then you need to look at your opponent’s 5v5, PP and PK, as well as 
anything unique they may do (offensive zone faceoff wins are the one 
place teams seem to show an ounce of creativity). 

A somewhat-related tangent before we move on: One place where 
actually being with a team differs from public analysis is that in public 
work we see a lot of talk about things “regressing to the mean.” If a team 
is having a rough run of play at X (maybe the power play or faceoffs), 
well, odds are it has to be better soon. 

The reason why is because, more often than not, teams pay attention to 
those things and make tangible changes in these meetings. This is 
relevant with player shooting percentages, too. Players have to figure out 
why they’ve been having less success at something (maybe getting to 
the blue paint more, or shooting less from distance, or following up on 
shot attempts rather than turning off the net) and make changes so these 
things can “regress” … otherwise they don’t. (Incidentally, this is why 
hockey people get annoyed with the amount of public “luck” talk, which is 
very real and important to consider, but is generally a poor explainer for, 
say, a full season’s worth of bad shooting.) 

Maple Leafs' top line could spell trouble for Jets in playoff matchup 

When are they? How long are they? 

This is very team-specific, and depends greatly on a team’s schedule. In 
the midst of a busy schedule, you have to be considerate the day after 
games of players getting stretched out, getting treatment, and generally 
re-assembling themselves. Nobody sleeps well after wins, so more gets 
pushed to the evening. 

Still, the Leafs (like most teams) generally focus on their own 5-on-5 play 
in the days prior to, and on the morning of, games. They believe if they 
play their own game well the results will take care of themselves. 

To ensure it was fresh on the minds of the players, the Marlies generally 
did the opposing team’s 5v5 play after everyone had arrived at the rink 
and changed out of their suits, just inside two hours before puck drop. 
That would be followed by PP and PK meetings where we looked at our 
own side, and the opposition in the same packages. 

The reason there are so many meetings is simply because you want the 
players' attention, and you can generally keep them engaged for 3-5 
minutes. Past that, good luck. Sometimes you have to go longer (the 
morning meetings on your own 5v5 may be more like 15 minutes), but 
generally it’s just snapshots of the game. Reinforcements are offered in 
posted sheets for the players, and with individualized sit-downs. 
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How are they made? 

I’m sure things are different now over three seasons removed from my 
time with the team, but the idea would remain the same. Each coach 
would be responsible for a portion of the play (for example, I was tasked 
with going through each game’s faceoffs and looking for trends). The 
coaches bring their findings to one another first. To go with that, each 
coach may be responsible for a few opposing teams, and would go 
through the scout package for them to identify systems to show to the 
other coaches. 

There’s a 5-on-5 meeting that a coach would want to make to show his 
team (based on the findings of all the coaches) and he’d be looking for 
issues where they need work or have excelled. A good meeting would 
show things executed properly, and not just poorly. 

Coaches have a program on their laptop that lets them sort through each 
clip, drag them into a meeting, trim them and save them for showing. 

It’s easier than it sounds. Every situation is broken down each game by 
the video coach into dozens of categories, breakouts, regroups, 
forechecks, neutral zone defence, you name it. There are 800-1,000 clips 
per game, sorted by category and in many cases attached to individual 
comments by coaches for future reference. Having these quickly 
accessible for future use is the key. 

You pick the problem, you show the problem, you show the solutions, 
sometimes you bring in previous game highlights for examples. You keep 
it tight, and off you go. 

How are they presented? 

The Leafs have beautiful touch screen TVs with handheld remotes (they 
bring one on the road, too). During those meetings coaches can draw on 
the TV, then double-tap the screen to make the lines disappear. I always 
ran the video, meaning Keefe essentially talked to me like Howie Meeker 
(stop it right there, back it up) as we went through the clips. 

On most teams players are invited to share their thoughts, explain what 
they saw on the play, or weigh in on what might work. You don’t want to 
hear anyone speak too much, but the more people speak up the more 
productive meetings generally are. 

When a team is struggling with a particular issue, you can imagine how it 
goes. Meetings get a little longer, players chime in a little bit more (too 
much?), and tensions grow exponentially. At some point -- particularly 
when it comes to the power play, which thrives with players in a confident 
flow state -- focusing too much on problems just makes them worse, and 
turns players robotic. It’s up to the coach to strike the right balance 
between drawing attention to issues and ignoring them, always trying to 
put their players in the best position to succeed. 

And for a video coach, putting yourself in a position to succeed involves 
that straight up preparation, whether done on the bus, plane, in the hotel 
room or in the middle of the night. Because while being prepared helps 
everyone else, it also alleviates the desire to relocate from this planet to 
literally any other one. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' Klefbom must wrestle with tough decision over NHL 
future 

 

Mark Spector 

April 23, 2021, 5:55 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Let’s start with the news. 

Did the doctor at the renowned Cleveland Clinic tell Oscar Klefbom that 
he would definitely be able to play again after his shoulder surgery? 

“That’s the thing... It’s tough to say,” began Klefbom. “He says I might be 
able to play again, but there’s always going to be a risk. We’re going to 
see where I am at when the rehab time is coming to an end, and it’s time 
to make a decision. We’re going to follow up — many, many times. 

“He’s optimistic, but he cannot really guarantee anything.” 

Let’s get this out there: Klefbom might play again, but he might never 
play again. That’s where we’re at, with an arthritic left shoulder that has 
been troublesome since he was a teenager. 

It’s not “when.” It is definitely “if.” 

It just could be that the shoulder, operated on by the renowned Dr. 
Anthony Miniaci at the Cleveland Clinic in late March, simply does not 
reach the point where it can be used in a National Hockey League game. 

Or more likely, it can get to a place where the doctors tell the 27-year-old 
Klefbom, “This is as sound as it can get. It should withstand the rigours of 
NHL play, but if you get blown up by a forechecker and this thing comes 
apart again, you might never be able to lift a baby above your head, carry 
in the groceries, or comfortably put a t-shirt on ever again.” 

Then, it will be up to Klefbom the person to have the chat with Klefbom 
the player. 

Of course, as an impossibly handsome young Swede in the prime of a 
lucrative NHL career — who has lifetime earnings of $21 million but 
would have room to more than double that were he healthy — he wants it 
all. 

Why wouldn’t he? 

“I still want to play hockey, and have a life after,” he said Friday, in his 
typically welcoming, well-spoken way. “When it comes to quality of life, 
that’s priority No. 1. I want to come back playing, and I’ve been playing 
with pain — most of us have — for many games. Maybe a long time. 

“When I affects your private life — how you sleep, you can’t really put 
your clothes on or lift anything — it’s different,” he said. “You can play 
with a lot of pain on the ice. It’s mental. If you really want to help the 
guys, you can play through a lot. When you get home to your apartment 
and you can’t really sleep, or get the rest you need, put your clothes on, it 
gets really mentally tough.” 

Forget how important he is to the Oilers. He averaged 25:25 of ice time 
last season and quarterbacked the best NHL power play in 40 years. As 
good as Tyson Barrie has been, the power play is not better with him up 
top than with Klefbom. 

If Klefbom were guaranteed to return and be healthy the Oilers would 
likely let Barrie explore free agency, and make out like bandits on the 
salary exchange. He is not a great defenceman, but a very efficient and 
well-rounded one — Top 4 in 31 NHL markets. Thirty-two if GM Ken 
Holland leaves him unprotected in the Expansion Draft, which seems 
logical, even to Klefbom. 

But this is about more than all that. 

NHL players have been notorious for digging into their retirement account 
for capital to pay for a few crucial playoff games. A couple more seasons. 

It’s a culture where taking a needle, like Ryan Kesler did for all those 
years, is expected. Damn the consequences. 

But the bill arrives on schedule in retirement, and the post-hockey phase 
of life lasts a lot longer than the phase when you are actually playing the 
game. 

“I’m injured, I’m going to take a pill. I’m not going to worry about what 
happens to me 15 years down the road,” Kesler said in a TSN report, 
talking in retirement about himself as a player. “I’m not going to worry 
about my hips when I play through injuries or I don’t get surgery right 
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away and I play through pain the rest of the year and I live on (the pain 
killer) Toradol.” 

Kesler ingested far more Toradol than was safe, and now suffers from 
the colitis caused by the holes it ate in the lining of his colon. 

Johan Franzen suffered too many concussions, and has not enjoyed 
anything close to the retirement that a man who earned almost $45 
million should enjoy. His bill arrived in the form of post-traumatic stress 
disorder, anxiety, depression, and sometimes, he told the Swedish 
newspaper Expressen, the symptoms became unbearable. 

“All I can do then is to sleep and lay in my bed,” Franzen said in 2018. “I 
take antidepressants and try to feel better again. But it quickly gets dark. 
Very dark.” 

Klefbom, thankfully, is ahead of that curve today. And his is not as 
complex as a brain injury. 

But still, a guy only has one career, and one life. And throughout this past 
winter, Klefbom the future father and rest-of-his-life guy has been having 
some serious discussions with Klefbom the hockey player. 

He’s lived his dream, to the tune of 378 NHL games. He’s made over $20 
million, with another $8 million left on his contract. 

There’s a lot to risk, just to get more of what he’s had. 

“Most hockey players, when you’re out there and you’re in the zone, it is 
hard to put a value or be smart in the big picture. When you get a surgery 
like this, you really start wondering if it’s worth it. It’s a matter of risk. How 
my life might look in 20 years.” 

It’s a big decision for a 27-year-old. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

On Friday, this big, fit, high-pain threshold, tough hockey player sounded 
kind of scared. 

“Yes, for sure,” he admitted. “It’s been really mentally tough, knowing 
you’re going to have surgery. Not 100 per cent sure if you’ll be able to 
come back and play, or how your quality of life is going to be after your 
hockey career. How it’s going to be in 20 years? 

“When you start thinking about it, life is more than hockey. But, I’m here 
because I love hockey, and playing in the best league in the world was a 
dream of mine when I was growing up. I want to stay here as long as 
possible. 

“But,” he allowed, “hockey is a small thing in life, if you see it overall.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens open critical series vs. Flames with 
discombobulated performance 

 

Eric Engels 

April 24, 2021, 2:09 AM 

 

It was an accurate statement, but not a predictive one. 

When Dominique Ducharme said on Friday morning that the Calgary 
Flames had yet to meet the best version of his Montreal Canadiens, he 
was absolutely correct. When he added they’d get acquainted on Friday 
night, he couldn’t have possibly known how wrong he’d be. 

“I was certainly expecting more energy,” Ducharme said after the 
Canadiens lost 4-2 at the Saddledome. 

The Flames sapped it right out of the Canadiens and, considering how 
they did it, we’re not sure things will turn out all that differently over the 
final two meetings these teams will have against each other between 
now and Tuesday. Because this game, like four of the six between these 
teams before it, was played entirely on Calgary’s terms -- in the corners 
and along the boards, with the snowbanks piling high in those areas of 
the ice, if that’s what you want to call it. 

It was more like slush in this game. At least it seemed that way. 

“Perception is reality,” said Flames coach Darryl Sutter, “so if it was soft, 
it was soft.” 

The ice was pillow-soft, playing very much into the hands of the Flames, 
who employ a direct style that makes life impossible on teams that 
overcomplicate things. 

And boy, did the Canadiens ever do that in this game. 

It didn’t help that Jonathan Drouin came down with a sudden but non-
COVID-19-related illness in warmup, forcing Ducharme to dress Erik 
Gustafsson as a seventh defenceman and only 11 forwards. The 
Canadiens couldn’t find rhythm at either end of the ice, with lines and 
pairings shuffled throughout, and it was reflected in their inability to 
produce any quality chances -- aside from two opportunistic goals scored 
by Tyler Toffoli and Joel Armia -- through the first 55 minutes. 

But they were also a comedy act in their own end. 

When Joel Edmundson said, “We weren’t connected in the d-zone for the 
most part,” that was about as mildly as he could’ve put it. The Canadiens 
were a disaster there, giving away six pucks and having another 11 taken 
off their sticks. 

Flames goals for Dillon Dube, Andrew Mangiapane and Sean Monahan 
came easy, with all three players unmarked in the slot after the 
Canadiens mismanaged the puck. 

“We have the puck on our stick and we lose it or we give it away,” said 
Ducharme. “Or we throw it behind the option or in the skates so it slows 
down our game.” 

It’s what the Canadiens have been doing in most of their losses this 
season, but certainly in the ones to the Flames. 

They are the antithesis to the Canadiens -- and to exciting hockey. 

The only consolation to having watched every second of this game was 
knowing there’s a maximum of eight periods still to be played between 
both teams this season. Any more would be unbearable. 

Ducharme should be the happiest person only one of the Canadiens or 
Flames will make the post-season because it’s his team likely to be 
there. They hold a six-point advantage in the standings, a stranglehold 
on the last playoff spot in the North Division and a game in hand on the 
Flames. 

The coach should be elated his team only needs to collect a point or two 
out of four on the table Saturday and Monday to make the math even 
more daunting for the Flames. 

It won’t be easy, though. 

Even if Ducharme says it just boils down to his team executing what it 
wants to do better, we’re not certain his close-support system matches 
up well to the chip-and-chase, muck-and-grind style Sutter’s team runs 
with. The Flames consistently push the puck below the goal line and jam 
up the walls with their defencemen pinching in, and the only way to beat 
that is to back them off. And backing them off requires exercising more 
options than Ducharme appears to want to go with. 

The Canadiens could do it his way, too, but that requires better 
communication and using the middle of the ice more than the boards. 
And if they want to stretch the ice out a bit more, which would be 
effective, it would mean going further away from their system. 
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But we digress. 

This game -- and the ones before it against Calgary -- wasn’t solely lost 
in failing to exit the zone. The Canadiens could’ve done more to not let 
the puck get into their end to begin with. Winning more than 39 per cent 
of the faceoffs would’ve helped, but doing a better job of standing up at 
their own blue line and slowing down the Flames forecheck could’ve 
mitigated that issue as well. 

The Canadiens weren’t able to do that, though. 

“I think tonight we just weren’t closing quick enough,” said Edmundson, 
“and we started running around the d-zone, and they just kept coming at 
us.” 

That’s what the Flames do. 

It turns an entertaining game into something unsavoury. And for as tough 
as that is to watch, we’re sure it’s even tougher to play against. 

But the Canadiens have no choice over the next 72 hours, so they’ll have 
to roll up their sleeves and serve up something better than they did on 
Friday. 

Because they weren’t the team Ducharme expected to see. Not even 
close. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Key players to watch during the Under-18 World Hockey 
Championship 

 

Sam CosentinoApril 23, 2021, 1:24 PM 

 

The IIHF Under-18 World Championship is set to begin April 26, in Plano 
and Frisco, Texas. Typically held earlier in April, organizers have worked 
tirelessly to put the 10-team event together. With hockey intermittently 
played and several important tournaments cancelled, this event will be 
looked at as the premier scouting event of the season. It will be the only 
time first-year draft eligibles (and younger) will participate best-on-best 
within their peer group. 

It’s important to note that only players born in 2003 and later are eligible 
to play in this event. Several players who were born after Sept. 15, 2002 
and are first-year draft eligible are not permitted to play, and that leaves 
several projected first-round picks on the sidelines. From our April draft 
rankings, for example, Owen Power, Matt Beniers, Kent Johnson and 
William Eklund are all top 10 projected, yet are too old to play in this 
event. 

Injuries and COVID-19 protocols have also taken their toll (Luke Hughes, 
Carson Lambos, Cole Sillinger, etc.) but there are still plenty of players to 
see. 

As for Canada’s entrant into this event, it should be noted that this will be 
one of their strongest teams in some time, despite not having QMJHL 
players available. The Q had enough of a regular season to go ahead 
with a modified playoff format and crown a league champion. In a typical 
year, CHL players would not be made available for this event, because 
they'd all still be in season. 

Here’s a look at a number of players to watch in this event, not just for 
the 2021 NHL draft and not just on Team Canada, but well beyond, too. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Heavy Defence 

The narrative surrounding this draft class is how many high-end 
defencemen are available and while there are some missing from this 
tournament, at least the first two on this list will garner first overall 
consideration. 

Brandt Clarke, Canada: Set the Barrie Colts record for points scored by a 
16-year-old with 38 in the 2019-20 season. With no games to play in 
Ontario this year, Clarke took his act to Slovakia where he worked his 
way into being one of his team's top defencemen before returning home 
to play in this event. The big right shot defenceman is assertive and he’s 
a wizard with the puck. 

Simon Edvinsson, Sweden: As is always the case, Team Sweden will 
have more than its fair share of projected first-round players. At 6-foot-5 
and 210 pounds, Edvinsson has played at three different levels this 
season and should feel at ease in a prominent role. 

Stanislav Svozil, Czech Republic: Made a great first impression in high-
level competition at the world juniors where he logged just under 17 
minutes per game, while putting up one assist. He’s the only A-rated 
player on the Czech roster. 

Corson Ceulemans, Canada: Fits the bill as a 6-foot-2, 200-pound right 
shot defenceman. Earned heavy minutes when he was able to play in the 
AJHL. Should be interesting to see what role he will play with Canada 
and how he’s able to manage it. 

Young Guns, 2022 draft eligible 

Shane Wright, Canada: There may be no player in the tournament more 
raring and ready to play than Wright. After a 39-goal rookie season as an 
exceptional player in the OHL, the typical path would’ve seen Wright 
excel as a second-year player in that league. Instead, the pandemic left 
only the world juniors as a reasonable goal for Wright. That experience 
also proved futile, as a pre-camp quarantine was followed by another 
two-week shutdown before Wright was cut, without ever having a real 
chance to show his stuff. He looks in top physical shape and if he can get 
the rust out in pre-tournament practice/play, there’s no reason why he 
can’t dominate this tournament. 

Brad Lambert, Finland: Lambert is the nephew of Islanders assistant 
coach Lane, and the son of former WHLer Ross. Lambert made some 
noise at the world juniors, where his usage increased as the tournament 
wore on and he ended up with four points in seven games. A phenom in 
his own right, Lambert spent the entire season in the Liiga, where he put 
up 15 points over 46 games. 

Ivan Miroshnichenko, Russia: He’s in, he’s out, he’s in again. Another 
player who introduced himself to the hockey world at the Youth Olympics 
with six goals and 12 points for the gold medal-winning Russians. He’s 
big for his age, he’s a shooter, and he definitely has presence. 

Young Guns II, 2023 draft eligible 

Connor Bedard, Canada: The sensational 15-year-old Regina Pat put up 
28 points in 15 WHL games before leaving for the tournament. The first 
overall pick in the 2020 WHL Bantam draft, Bedard was held off the 
scoresheet just once this season, while putting up multi-point efforts in 
two-thirds of his games. He’s got so much flare that his rookie season 
ended with an overtime game-winning goal against Brandon. With plenty 
of 2003-born players available to Team Canada, it’s a real feather in the 
cap for him to have been selected to play as a double under-ager. 

Matvey Michkov, Russia: Michkov is to Connor Bedard, what Brad 
Lambert is to Shane Wright; players who will compete with a more well-
known player to the public to be the first overall pick in the 2022 and 
2023 drafts, respectively. An internet sensation, the 5-foot-9, 148-pound 
right winger lit up the MHL (Russia's junior league) with 38 goals and 56 
points in 56 games played. He’s not unfamiliar to the international hockey 
world, where he scored nine times in four games during the 2020 Youth 
Olympic Games en route to a gold medal. 

Big Guns 
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Dylan Guenther, Canada: Was a projected top 10 pick going into this 
shortened season, but after putting up six goals and 10 points in his first 
three WHL games, top five talk was quickly generated. No doubt 
Guenther will be in the conversation to be the first forward selected in the 
draft. He’s an excellent shooter who is light on his skates. 

Chaz Lucius, USA: Recovering from injury, Lucius got into only 12 games 
with the USNTDP team, but he made his time count. In his first game 
back, he scored twice and wound up with 13 goals and 18 points in 12 
games. He will be one of the more well-rested players on a team that 
should do some damage. 

Samu Tuomaala, Finland: Currently projected as the only Finnish-born 
player expected to go in the first round of the 2021 draft. He possesses 
big-league scoring ability and would represent a successive string of 
Finnish phenoms that peaked in 2017 when Miro Heiskanen was the first 
Finn to go in the draft, getting selected third overall by Dallas. 

Mason McTavish, Canada: Sharp shooter who had a successful rookie 
campaign in 2019-20 with 29 goals for the Peterborough Petes. One of a 
handful of high-end OHL players who was able to get games in overseas 
(Switzerland for McTavish). This tournament is huge for him. 

Fabian Lysell, Sweden: A move to Lulea didn’t produce expected point 
totals, and that makes playing in his peer group so much more important. 
While there is no denying Lysell's abilities and there is no question his 
skillset suggests he'll get picked in the top half of the first round, it will 
nonetheless be interesting to see how he fares in a national team setting. 

Sasha Pastujov, USA: Led the USNTDP in points this season. Slightly 
weighted towards being a playmaker, yet not afraid to shoot, Pastujov is 
an effective skater with good hands. He bucked the brotherly trend to go 
to Michigan and is instead committed to Norte Dame. 

Nikita Chibrikov, Russia: Is fun to watch thanks to elite skating and edge 
work. The hands work well with the feet. As Russia’s team captain he will 
be looked to lead in more ways than just on offence. 

Simon Robertsson, Sweden: Plays a power game that looks better the 
more you see it. This tournament should be able to provide ample 
runway to see his entire skill set at work. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Fire, grit from McDavid and Draisaitl bodes well for Oilers 
in playoffs 

 

Mark Specto 

April 23, 2021, 11:43 AM 

 

EDMONTON — You can look at Leon Draisaitl’s interference penalty late 
in Wednesday’s loss — on which the Montreal Canadiens scored the 
decisive 3-1 goal — in a myriad of ways. 

You could wonder how on earth a referee levies that call when the puck 
had barely left the stick of big Joel Edmundson when the heavy hit was 
delivered. You could ask why that call was even considered, nearly 50 
minutes into a violent, truculent game where identical hits had peppered 
this playoff-style evening. 

Or you could just sit back and admire how the reigning Hart Trophy 
winner — the second-leading scorer in the league today — seized the 
opportunity to paste the six-foot-four, 227-pound Edmundson through the 
end boards with 12:25 left in a 2-1 game. 

He should be trying to even the score, right? Well, it turns out that’s 
exactly what he was doing. 

After a night of being the nail most times, the hammer sometimes, 
Draisaitl identified the second-biggest Canadien (same height, two 
pounds lighter than Shea Weber), and punished him. Meanwhile, Connor 
McDavid, similarly abused through a two-game split with the Canadiens, 
gave as good as he got as well. 

Through the two most physical games of the season for Edmonton, we 
caught a glimpse of what playoff hockey might look like for these Oilers 
and their two superstars. How they would respond when the whistles 
went away, when the obstruction was out like kids on a Halloween street, 
all dressed like little Jacques Lemaires. 

Their response? Well, it made former Oilers coach Ken Hitchcock 
“proud.” 

“The difference between the playoffs and the regular season is you can 
spend the whole regular season looking for space. In the playoffs you’ve 
got to fight for space,” began Hitchcock. “If you get discouraged because 
you have to fight for space, if you get discouraged because it doesn’t 
happen overnight, or the other team has resilience on their side… 

“If you lose energy because it’s really hard, then you’re going to have a 
tough time ever winning when it counts.” 

Look, there isn’t a puck carrier in the game who won’t glance back at the 
zebra while he’s sliding along the ice, to see if the trip or hook was 
caught and a power play was forthcoming. But it’s how they deal with it 
when the striped arm isn’t raised that counts. 

Brendan Morrison played with the Sedin twins from the day they were 
drafted by the Canucks in 2000 until he moved on to Anaheim in 2008. 
He watched as two cherubic Swedes evolved from struggling to 
understand the ways of the early 2000s NHL to two of the most resilient 
and mentally tough skill players the league has ever seen. 

“Initially they didn’t know what to do about it. They didn’t do anything, 
really,” Morrison recalled of the abuse heaped on Henrik and Daniel. “But 
as they morphed into the players they became, there was some 
pushback. They never really ran guys, but they weren’t afraid to go into 
dirty areas and battle.” 

The Sedins' mantra was to never turn the other cheek, never show 
frustration, and then bury you on the power play. They played on as if the 
abuse was not noticed — like Muhammad Ali smiling at Joe Frazier’s 
best punch. 

“They frustrated guys they played against because they never, ever 
shied away from a battle. And it got under teams’ skins. ‘No matter what 
we do to these guys, they’re not going to back down!’” Morrison said. 
“And playing that physical style is exhausting. So after a while, when 
you’re doing that to a guy all night long and they’re not reacting to it all, 
then it becomes frustrating. 

“And if you’re taking penalties? Their revenge was that they would sting 
you on the power play.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

That was the Oilers' fatal flaw this week, the ability to slow down 
Montreal’s borderline legal game by cashing in on the power play. Or 
getting a lead. Teams that check as hard as Montreal have to alter the 
game plan when they’re chasing goals. 

Both games went down to the final 10 minutes as one-goal Canadiens 
leads, and with McDavid and Draisaitl each averaging about 27 minutes 
of ice time per game, they were the ones left out there to wage bloody 
battle against Montreal until the final buzzer sounded. 

Oilers head coach Dave Tippett was asked specifically about McDavid 
after Monday’s 4-1 win. 

“Your whole team has to be engaged in how you’re going to play, and 
Connor’s no different,” he reasoned. “He was a real good player — both 
with the puck and without it on (Monday) night. If teams are going to be 
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physical on him, he’s going to physically battle back. That’s where his 
game’s at. His game is really strong.” 

Ditto for Draisaitl, who watched from the penalty box as Tyler Toffoli 
made the Wednesday game a 3-1 affair. The Oilers would eventually 
lose 4-3. That penalty stung. 

“I thought that was a terrible call,” Morrison said. “But I liked the response 
from McDavid and Draisaitl. They didn’t let guys off the hook when they 
had a chance to finish their checks. 

“Look, those guys can’t play that style every night. Not with the minutes 
they play. But to push back every once in a while to show that you’re not 
going to take that? I like it.” 

Clearly, the league's top two scorers won’t be taking runs at opponents 
every night, like Morrison says. But simply knowing that Edmonton’s two 
best players can play that game when necessary bodes well for playoff 
success down the road. 

Because the players? They know. 

The players in Calgary watch a couple of their best guys go away in 
games like that, and it has a ripple effect. In Edmonton, the opposite has 
become true. 

“The part I love about Edmonton right now is they’re not only fighting for 
space, but they’re excited about fighting for space. It’s a huge step," 
Hitchcock said. 

“It’s a step that, once you take it, it can carry for years. Years and years.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Rookie Notebook: Swayman a driving force behind 
surging Bruins 

 

Emily Sadler 

April 23, 2021, 2:37 PM 

 

Every week throughout the 2020-21 season, we're highlighting a handful 
of rookie performances and milestones from around the league. 

Knight's successful debut comes at best time for Panthers 

The Florida Panthers caught a glimpse of their future in net this week, 
and boy is it ever bright. Spencer Knight, Florida's top pick (13th overall) 
in 2019, made his NHL debut against the Columbus Blue Jackets 
Tuesday night and came away with the win and the game's first star. 

Knight, 20, stopped 33 of 34 shots in the 5-1 victory as the Panthers 
continue to press for the top spot in the Central Division standings down 
the stretch. 

It's pretty rare to see a goaltender drafted as early as Knight was two 
years ago -- at the time, Knight was the first netminder selected in the top 
20 since the Tampa Bay Lightning took Andrei Vasilevskiy 19th overall in 
2012, and the highest-drafted goaltender since the Dallas Stars drafted 
Jack Campbell 11th overall in 2010. (Just last fall, the Nashville 
Predators drafted Russian goalie Yaroslav Askarov 11th overall from the 
class of 2020.) 

As goalies tend to take longer to develop, it's not often we see a goalie 
as young as Knight hit the pros so soon after being drafted. Looking 
around the league at other rookie goalies emerging and finding success 
in the NHL -- Washington's Vitek Vanecek, Chicago's Kevin Lankinen, 
New York Rangers' Igor Shesterkin, Minnesota's Kaapo Kahkonen, New 
York Islanders' Ilya Sorokin, Carolina's Alex Nedeljkovic -- all are 25 

years old, having taken more time to develop in other leagues before 
arriving in the NHL and challenging for starting roles (Kahkonen is still 
24, but will turn 25 in August). 

But the more we learn about Knight, the more we understand 'rare' is a 
suitable word for his elite skillset at such a young age. He's excelled at 
every step, most recently backstopping Team USA to world juniors gold 
before being named NCAA's Hockey East goalie of the year, player of 
the year, and first-team all-star for the Eagles while also earning first all-
star team honours and a Hobey Baker finalist nod. 

With Panthers backup Chris Driedger sidelined day-to-day with a lower-
body injury and starter Sergei Bobrovsky's continued struggle to find 
consistency, we could be seeing more of Knight soon. 

Swayman shines behind surging Bruins 

The Boston Bruins have won six straight games as they sprint down the 
stretch and solidify their standing in the tough East Division's playoff 
picture. The win streak dates back to the NHL's trade deadline and the 
acquisition of Taylor Hall, but the former Sabre isn't the only new force 
contributing to the club's success. Rookie goaltender Jeremy Swayman, 
winner of five of his first six NHL starts, has been a major driving force in 
the Bruins' red-hot April that has seen the team register a 9-3-1 record 
this month. 

Swayman made his first career start on April 6 against Philadelphia, a 
40-save victory that kicked off a string of starts for the 22-year-old Alaska 
native that included his first career shutout last Friday versus the 
Islanders. That quick success couldn't have come at a better time, with 
Tuukka Rask still sidelined at the time by injury and backup-turned-
starter Jaroslav Halak in COVID protocol, leaving the team to turn to 
third-stringer (and fellow rookie) Dan Vladar. 

Through his first six career NHL starts, Swayman (Boston's 111th overall 
pick in 2017) has a 5-1-0 record, 1.65 GAA, .943 SV%, and one shutout 
while facing an average of 29 shots per game so far -- all this, before he's 
even got an official NHL headshot. His NHL call-up comes after putting 
up similarly elite numbers with the Providence Bruins (8-1-0, 1.89 GAA, 
.933 SV%, 1 SO). And, like Knight, Swayman was also Hockey East's 
player of the year with Maine, in 2020 -- just one year prior to Knight 
winning it with BC. 

With numbers like his, it's no surprise Boston's fourth starting goalie this 
season has so quickly been vaulted into "fan favourite" status among 
Bruins faithful. 

That, and his joyful media availabilities. 

Swayman credits much of his early success to the opportunity to learn 
from Rask, and as head coach Bruce Cassidy indicated after last week's 
shutout, it shows: 

Now, with Rask having made his return last week and Halak due back 
soon, Boston's got a deep crease that could be dangerous this post-
season. 

Rookie scoring title going down to the wire 

Minnesota Wild forward Kirill Kaprizov has been atop the rookie scoring 
race all season, but things are getting interesting atop the stat sheet with 
the finish line in sight. 

Dallas Stars forward Jason Robertson has been steadily progressing this 
season, going from the Stars' secret offensive weapon to a top-line star 
whose impressive stats -- including a current six-game point streak -- has 
seen him push the Stars back into the post-season conversation. The 21-
year-old is third in team scoring behind linemates Joe Pavelski and 
Roope Hintz, tallying 14 goals and 22 assists for 36 points in 41 games. 
Those numbers have him sitting first in assists among NHL rookies and 
second in rookie points, just two behind Kaprizov with four games in 
hand. His 0.88 points per game are the best among first-year skaters, 
just .04 ahead of Kaprizov. 
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Kaprizov, too, has a little streak going at the moment -- he's scored in 
three straight games, contributing to the Wild's five-game win streak that 
has them within five points of the Colorado Avalanche (also on a five-
game win streak) and seven shy of Vegas (eight-game win streak... man, 
is the West ever good!). 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' imperfections return as special teams hand 
Senators win 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

April 23, 2021, 2:01 AM 

 

VANCOUVER -- OK, so it turns out the Vancouver Canucks are not 
going to run the table and win their final 19 games to make the Stanley 
Cup playoffs. 

It took all the way until Game 3, on Thursday, for the Canucks to remind 
everyone of their imperfections as Vancouver lost 3-0 to the last-place 
Ottawa Senators after emerging this week from their COVID-19 crisis 
with two wins against the first-place Toronto Maple Leafs. 

The Canucks’ biggest advantage in those victories, besides emotion and 
adrenalin, was provided by goalie Braden Holtby. Vancouver starter 
Thatcher Demko, whose return from the coronavirus took a couple of 
days longer, started Thursday for the first time since March 24 but was 
unable to outplay Ottawa goalie Matt Murray. 

To be fair, Demko would have needed to be perfect just to match Murray, 
and goaltending wasn’t the Canucks’ issue against the Senators. Special 
teams were. 

Vancouver coach Travis Green admitted after the morning skate that he 
had been going “back and forth” whether to practise or rest his team 
between games after a total of 21 players tested positive for COVID-19 
and mostly spent the last two weeks trying to get better. 

Thursday’s game should tip the scales towards practice, although Green 
said afterwards he would still be resting some players Friday as the 
Canucks get ready for the second of four straight games against the 
Senators, on Saturday. 

The Canucks looked poor Thursday -- and their results were awful -- on 
both the power play and penalty kill. Despite a decent push in the second 
half of the game and outshooting Ottawa 27-14 at even strength, 
Vancouver was unable to play itself back from the two power-play goals it 
surrendered in the first period when the Canucks were taking three 
straight penalties. 

Sure, there was an element of luck to both as Nick Paul bounced a shot 
in off teammate Tim Stützle at 9:17, and Drake Batherson made it 2-0 at 
15:57 from a pass that caromed fortuitously to him off the skate of 
Canucks defenceman Tyler Myers. 

But bad luck had nothing to do with a frigid Vancouver power play that 
went 0-for-4 and wrung only six saves from Murray in eight minutes of 
advantage time. 

The Senators’ 29th-ranked road power play finished 2-for-4. 

“That was the difference in the game,” Green said. “They get two power 
play goals and we don't. We gave up a couple of (shorthanded) chances 
as well on the power play. When you give up two, and you don't get any 
and you lose 3-0 with an empty net, that's a big part of the game.” 

The Canucks haven’t practised yet since returning Sunday from the 
biggest COVID-19 outbreak of the National Hockey League season. 
Wary of the energy levels among his still-recovering players, Green gave 
his team days off Monday and Wednesday. The power play looked like it 
could use practising. 

“That's one thing we have been practising,” Green said. “That's not an 
excuse. We've practised every morning skate on the power play, so it 
hasn't been lack of practice there.” 

The Canucks’ emotional energy against the Leafs made up for whatever 
shortfall of physical energy the team had after its ordeal. But in the first 
period on Thursday, Vancouver looked at least a little like a team of 
COVID-19 survivors, a step behind the Senators and just generally not 
sharp. 

“I thought the first period was probably the one period (so far) it felt like 
maybe we were off,” Green said. “We took three penalties, and that really 
takes some momentum out of your game. And obviously you're down 2-0 
that makes you feel a certain way. But I thought we had some good 
energy. 

“I thought we still had a few players that need to play better, though. At 
our top (of the lineup) we had a couple of guys, and in our bottom, that 
need to step up and play better at this time of year. But I thought we had 
good energy. I thought our compete level was pretty good.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Green didn’t name names and we’re not going to guess whom he had in 
mind, partly because we have no way of knowing which players are still 
suffering lingering effects from their illnesses. There have been enough 
media guesses, with varying degrees of accuracy, about the health of 
players and their families. 

“I don't know if anyone's really at 100 (per cent),” Demko admitted. 
“COVID took a toll on us and obviously it's tough taking that much time 
off. But you've got a job to do, come in and win some games here. That's 
what everyone's geared towards.” 

After Holtby faced 79 shots in just over 48 hours against the Leafs, 
Green chose to get Demko back in net. The Canucks’ starter didn’t rejoin 
the team until Tuesday, and on Thursday stopped 22 of 24 shots. 

His post-game Zoom call was the first time Demko has spoken with 
reporters since he agreed to a five-year, $25-million-US contract 
extension on March 31, then got sick. 

“I struggled with it,” Demko said of COVID-19’s aggressive P.1 variant. “I 
think a lot of guys did. It was tough on the body. The biggest thing for me 
was just some fatigue, just the body aches and some of the brain fog 
stuff that you've seen in the media... stuff that comes with COVID. I just 
wanted to make sure I was feeling better before I got back in the lineup 
and obviously it’s a tough situation for everyone that was dealing with it.” 

There is still the tough situation in the standings, too, as Thursday’s loss 
left the Canucks 10 points back of the Montreal Canadiens with four 
games in-hand in the race for the final playoff spot in the Canadian 
division. 

“We kind of had a sluggish start,” winger J.T. Miller said, meaning 
Thursday’s game. “They kind of outskated us to some pucks and drew 
penalties and found a way to capitalize on some bounces. We were kind 
of chasing it a little bit.” 

There’s a lot more chasing to do. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why OHL players feel frustrated, deflated after cancelled 
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Chandler Romeo is convinced he’s a different hockey player than he was 
12 months ago. He just wishes he’d had the chance to prove it. 

Romeo was one of the many young hockey players who, after riding a 
wave of highs and lows all year, were crushed by news earlier this week 
that the Ontario Hockey League was officially cancelling its season 
thanks to the ongoing crises created by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“A couple of weeks ago, we received permission from the chief medical 
officer and the premier that we could return and play,” league 
commissioner David Branch said on a video conference call with 
reporters on Tuesday. “On the eve of that announcement, the COVID-19 
conditions dramatically worsened. 

“Since then, we've had an extended stay-at-home order, the increasing 
severity of the variants ... we just couldn't safely return to play this 
season.” 

That means, unlike its major junior cousins the Western League and the 
Quebec League, the OHL will not contest a single game this year. Every 
OHLer Sportsnet spoke with said some variation of, “It sucks, but I 
understand.” Still, there’s no mistaking the deflated souls, whether talking 
to NHL Draft hopefuls or over-agers pining for one last year to prove 
themselves. The OHL had targeted several different start dates 
throughout the year, only to push them back each time. The cycle of 
getting psyched for a return, then hearing it was a no-go after all really 
took a toll. 

“I don’t put any blame on the league; I know they tried their hardest for us 
to play,” Romeo said. “But it’s a real mental game.” 

Romeo is in the group of players who were set to enter their first year of 
NHL Draft eligibility. Accepted wisdom surrounding the 2021 Draft in July 
is that the kids already identified as high-end talents will be selected 
despite how this bizarre year played out. However, there’s now all kinds 
of uncertainty around players like Romeo, who hoped to join the long list 
of teenagers from the past who dramatically improved — or in some 
cases, completely created — their draft stock with one really strong 
campaign. 

A year ago, Romeo was a Hamilton Bulldogs draft pick turning heads 
while playing Jr. B in the Greater Ontario Junior Hockey League and 
some Jr. A in Ontario Junior Hockey League. The big defenceman 
figured to get a great opportunity to demonstrate what he can do on the 
Bulldogs blue line this past year, especially with a frame that added 25lbs 
and an inch of height since he took his skates off last March. 

“I’ve been thinking about this year for so long,” says Romeo, who now 
clocks in at six-foot-five and 205 lbs. “It was a huge year for me and I 
was so excited to break into the league [with] an opportunity to play and 
impress scouts. And then it just never happened.” 

The void left players scrambling to do what they could to find ice. Based 
in Cambridge, Ont., Romeo would suit up in different rinks around 
Southern Ontario, and — depending on what the regulations of the 
moment were — he’d often be out there with other Bulldogs and guys 
who played for different OHL clubs. He tried playing Jr. A hockey in the 
Ottawa area in the spring, but COVID crackdowns kicked in shortly after 
he arrived and he was soon headed home. A few players, like Cameron 
Supryka of the Sarnia Sting and Francesco Arcuri of the Kingston 
Frontenacs, found their way to Europe. 

Supryka, an undrafted defenceman hoping to make a big leap in his third 
OHL season, said he started training for this year immediately after 
receiving word the 2019-20 campaign was being gassed. He was bent on 
arriving at a late-summer training camp in better shape than anybody 
who took even a little time off. The decision to go to Austria in January 

was more or less rooted in the same logic; play there for a couple of 
months and hit the ground running when the OHL returns in the spring. 
The 19-year-old was always trying to get ahead of a game that never 
arrived. 

“We were hearing so many things,” says Supryka, who played on the 
same pro Austrian club as Arcuri, Sarnia teammate Brayden Guy and 
Windsor Spitfire Curtis Douglas. “Curtis would say he heard something 
from one guy on his team and then [Guy and I] would hear something 
from a guy on our team. I think the biggest roller-coaster of emotion was 
that: We were hearing that we were going to play from certain people and 
then other people were saying we weren’t playing. 

“We’re in another country across the world and we were just like, I guess 
it is what it is, we’ll just enjoy our time here and try and get ready for the 
season. If we play, we play, if not, then we don’t.” 

Arcuri — a forward in his first year of NHL Draft eligibility — stayed in 
constant contact with his OHL coach, Paul McFarland, while in Austria. 
McFarland, who served as a Toronto Maple Leafs assistant in 2019-20, 
would wake up at the crack of dawn in Canada to connect with Arcuri via 
FaceTime or Zoom to go over finer points of the latter’s game. Arcuri 
showed his scoring chops with 15 points in 18 outings with Steel Wings 
Linz, but a full — or even half — OHL year would have given him an 
opportunity to raise his profile much more. “It was my chance to shoot up 
the leaderboard in the rankings, but it didn’t work out like that,” he says, 
noting he did add the ability to do laundry to his game after living on his 
own in Austria. “My goals stay the same. Scouts know what happened 
and I’ve been in contact with them a lot and having Zoom calls.” 

Ryan Del Monte, a centre who was entering his draft-eligible season with 
the Barrie Colts, made the call early on to go to Germany. His dad played 
pro in that country and Del Monte holds a German passport thanks to 
being born there in 2003. That afforded him the option to play for the 
German entry at the World Under-18 Championship that starts on 
Monday in Texas. The issue was, at the time he would have had to 
commit to the Germans, he was still under the impression there would be 
an OHL season of some kind. While the U-18s is a great showcase, Del 
Monte would only get about a half-dozen games to shine there versus 
four times that many outings in the theoretical OHL season everyone — 
in February and March — still thought was going to happen. 

“I would have missed a large chunk of [OHL] games if I went to the U-18 
camp, so I decided [I would] come back and hopefully there would be 24 
games in the ‘O’ to show what I’ve got,” Del Monte says. “Now I missed 
the U-18s and I’m stuck at home with no OHL season.” 

Of course, guys in the older age bracket are pretty bummed, too. Kurtis 
Henry is a do-whatever-it-takes defenceman who was entering his final 
year with the Erie Otters as an over-ager. This was his final chance to 
win a pro contract or at least earn some invites to camps next 
September. “I was just hoping to build off my [previous OHL] career and 
hopefully get looks to go play professionally somewhere,” he says. “It’s 
pretty heartbreaking for all the OA’s.” 

Henry, who lives in Niagara Falls, said about the only thing that made 
him feel better this year was getting in more pond hockey than he could 
ever recall thanks to a properly cold winter. Still, even light social media 
scrolling often triggered frustration. 

“Seeing one of your friends you used to play with post a picture of them 
playing from the night before, seeing clubs post that they won the night 
before,” he says. “It sucks when other clubs are playing and you’re just 
stuck at home not being able to play.” 
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WINNIPEG — That goaltending was a storyline in this marquee matchup 
during the latest challenge for top spot in the North Division didn’t exactly 
qualify as breaking news. 

But on a day that began with a logical discussion about how Connor 
Hellebuyck could play a massive role in how things shake down in this 
battle between the Winnipeg Jets and Toronto Maple Leafs, an 
unexpected plot twist emerged. 

Having Hellebuyck pulled after surrendering goals on each of the first two 
shots he faced (before the game was 80 seconds old), and three on just 
six shots in total, simply wasn’t something that either head coach had in 
mind going into the eighth of 10 meetings between the two clubs. 

Yet Laurent Brossoit was summoned into the contest at 11:59 of the first 
period, while Hellebuyck made the long and frustrated walk down the 
tunnel after being yanked early for just the second time in the 37 starts 
(which leads the NHL) he’s made. 

This wasn’t a matter of Hellebuyck being overworked or fatigued, as the 
Jets hadn’t played since being blanked by the Edmonton Oilers on 
Saturday. 

It was nothing other than a rare off night, one where Hellebuyck simply 
wasn’t as sharp as usual. 

Two shots from distance beat him, though one of those appeared to 
change direction off Jason Spezza just outside the crease. 

Jets head coach Paul Maurice had seen enough and in an effort to try 
and shift the momentum, he went to the bullpen. 

When speaking to reporters on Friday afternoon, Hellebuyck was 
emphatic that he didn't agree with the decision. 

“It was a 3-2 game, and I don't think I should have been pulled. That's as 
far as I'll go on that,” Hellebuyck said. “I don't think last game was an off-
game. I felt fine in the net. I'm not going to lie and say I was A-plus 
material, but I thought the game that I had was good enough to win. And 
it was only going to get better if I was given the opportunity to grow in 
that game. 

“Let's say I did finish the game and they had somewhere around 30 
shots. You're looking at three goals in 30 shots. You're not panicking. 
You're not saying, 'Oh what a horrible game.' Are there places to 
improve? Yes. But at the end of the day, if you give your team a chance 
to win that's all you can ask for. Unfortunately it came in the first period. 
Especially in the new NHL, this is smaller equipment, you're going to get 
bad bounces once in a while. You've just got to accept it and try to 
improve from it. If you look at a full game, it's not that big of a deal. But 
just the fact it happened on the first six shots is probably what made it 
such a big deal.” 

That fighting spirit is part of what makes Hellebuyck one of the best 
goalies in the NHL. 

“There would not be a night going back to his first year that he got pulled 
and he thought he should have been pulled,” Maurice said. “In his mind, 
he’s going to stop the next 75 shots he faces. And that’s all part of it. He 
was like our hockey club in that game. I’ve got a high level of expectation 
for him. He’s played an awful lot of hockey and we want to make sure 
that the minutes on him are right and if I don’t think it’s going for him or I 
don’t think there’s enough up front to tell me in a game at the three-
quarter pole of the season, as important as it was, I’m going to make a 
change.” 

Hellebuyck has bailed out his teammates a whole lot more than he’s let 
them down — and history has shown that the reigning Vezina Trophy 

winner often shakes off a rare rough outing by basically putting up a brick 
wall. 

No panic buttons were being pushed and no alarms were going off in the 
aftermath. 

“Honestly, Connor is, we think, the best goalie in the world and just one 
of those nights where a couple snuck by him early,” said Jets captain 
Blake Wheeler, who chipped in an assist as he returned to the lineup 
after missing the past six games with a concussion. “[Brossoit] came in 
and did a great job. I mean, we kept [the deficit] to a goal the entire game 
and had a chance to tie it up at the end. It’s obviously a team that’s been 
first in the NHL for a long time, on a little bit of a skid and they packed it 
pretty tight in the third.” 

The Jets lost consecutive games in regulation time for just the second 
time this season and when the two teams meet again on Saturday, 
Winnipeg will be looking to avoid its first three-game losing skid. 

The Maple Leafs snapped a five-game losing skid and found a way to 
expand the lead atop the North Division standings to six points, though 
the Jets hold a game in hand. 

With 10 games remaining for the Jets, there’s a greater concern than 
jockeying for position with the Maple Leafs and Edmonton Oilers. 

The Jets lost centre Adam Lowry to a suspected head injury after he was 
on the receiving end of a blindside check from Maple Leafs left winger 
Alex Galchenyuk late in the first period. 

Jets head coach Paul Maurice didn’t have an update on the severity of 
the injury following the game, nor did he have any interest in sharing his 
thoughts on a play that didn’t result in a minor penalty on the ice. 

“The refs already made their decision on that hit, so what I've got to say 
doesn't mean anything,” said Maurice, who kept his answers succinct 
during his Zoom availability. 

Wheeler did share a few thoughts about the hit in question and much like 
Maurice, it was obvious he didn’t like it one bit. 

“It looked late and high,” Wheeler said. “I mean, [Lowry] is six inches 
taller than him so you’ve got to get pretty high to get him. So you don’t 
see [Lowry] go down too often like that. Hopefully, he’s doing all right.” 

When asked about the potential for retribution, Maurice wasn’t about to 
add any fuel to the fire. 

“If you circle a guy’s name on the board, you get sued,” Maurice said. 

It didn’t come as a shock that the temperature in this game was on the 
rise, given the high volume of meetings and what was at stake in the 
standings. 

At one point, former Columbus Blue Jackets teammates Pierre-Luc 
Dubois and Nick Foligno (who was making his Maple Leafs debut) got 
into it during the second period. 

Dubois didn’t like a hit Foligno delivered on Jets defenceman Josh 
Morrissey and went right at him. 

After moving back into his natural position of centre, Dubois had one of 
his best outings in 31 games with the Jets. 

Although he wasn’t credited with a point on the play, Dubois played an 
important role on the Jets second goal, making a smart zone entry before 
he helped force a T.J. Brodie turnover that led to Copp’s 15th goal of the 
season. 

Dubois was engaged physically and much more involved offensively, 
finishing with four shots on goal and seven shot attempts while playing 
just over 19 minutes. 

This was the type of performance the Jets will be looking for from Dubois 
during the stretch run and into the post-season. 
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Having Dubois play at that level will be even more critical should Lowry 
be sidelined for any length of time due to injury. 

Sure, the Jets have depth down the middle and at the forward position, 
but Lowry plays a pivotal role on the penalty kill and often is tasked with 
going head-to-head with the likes of Auston Matthews. 

“He’s a big part of our team, on and off the ice, brings a physical element, 
has centred that third line since I’ve been here and has been very, very 
good at it,” said Jets forward Andrew Copp. “We’ve handled injuries 
numerous, numerous times. We’ve got a deep group up front, so we’re 
able to handle those injuries, handling that adversity with the makeup of 
our team. But obviously losing Adam, if it is losing Adam, it’s a big loss.” 

One of the answers the Jets are still searching for is the formula to try 
and contain Matthews and linemate Mitch Marner, who combined for two 
goals and five points in the contest. 

That job only gets more challenging if Lowry is on the shelf. 

The Maple Leafs duo has feasted on the Jets this season, with Marner 
producing five goals and 12 points in eight games and Matthews chipping 
in five goals and nine points in seven games. 

Much like the difficulty the Jets are having with limiting the contributions 
of Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl of the Oilers, that also holds true 
against the Maple Leafs' big guns. 

That’s where elite goaltending is meant to be the great equalizer for the 
Jets — even if that didn’t end up being the case on Thursday. 

“Knowing he’s back there and just how well he’s played for us for a long 
time now, he gives you a ton of confidence to just go play,” Morrissey 
said. “He’s just so solid in net. He never looks out of control or rattled or 
that anything is bothering him. He’s just so calm in the net. He works 
extremely hard every day, so you know he’s prepared to play and 
prepared to be at his best. That just radiates out through the team and 
the rest of the guys feel that. 

“I just think so highly of Connor and his game. I feel like every night we 
have a chance to win when he’s in the net, no matter who we are playing 
against. That’s why he won the Vezina last year. I think he can duel it out 
with any goaltender in the league.” 
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TSN.CA / Leafs vow to get even more physical as Jets rivalry heats up 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Bell MTS Place in Winnipeg on Friday ahead of Saturday’s 
rematch against the Jets. 

Are the Toronto Maple Leafs a dirty team?  

"I don't think so," said Winnipeg Jets coach Paul Maurice. "I don’t feel 
that. The league has said they're not so we will abide by the league's 
rulings. But they're a poorer team, right. There's some fines. Probably 
they'll be looking for some part-time jobs now, because that's gotta hurt." 

The last two times the Leafs and Jets have played, a Toronto player 
walked away lighter in the wallet. Zach Hyman was fined $5,000, the 
maximum allowable under the collective bargaining agreement, for high 
sticking defenceman Neal Pionk late in a game last week while Joe 
Thornton was fined $3,017.24, again the maximum allowed, for a hit on 
Mathieu Perreault, ruled interference, on Thursday night.  

"It was kind of a late hit and he got me on the ear," said Perreault, who 
was pulled by the NHL spotter before returning to the game. "I'm glad we 
got a power play out of it." 

It was far from the only flashpoint in the eighth of 10 meetings between 
the top two teams in the North Division standings.  

In the first period, Jets centre Adam Lowry was forced from the game 
after taking a hit from Alex Galchenyuk, which went unpenalized.  

"It looked late and high," Jets captain Blake Wheeler said. "Lows is six 
inches taller than him so you got to get pretty high to get him."  

Lowry missed Friday's practice.  

Wayne Simmonds shook his head when informed of the angst in the 
opposite dressing room.  

"Every time we've played them they've tried to come and run us out of 
the building to start the games," Simmonds said. "We come back and 
we're physical and now we're a dirty team? I don't buy that. I just think 
we’re defending ourselves. We're playing the game physical and it’s 
playoff hockey." 

Simmonds received a penalty for roughing Pierre-Luc Dubois after the 
Jets centre fell on Leafs goalie Jack Campbell late in the first period.  

"I'm sick of guys jumping on our goalie and being allowed to spear our 
goalie after plays and stuff like that and the refs not calling it so that was 
my [thought] process there," the winger said.  

After a rollercoaster regular season and dispiriting loss to the Columbus 
Blue Jackets in the playoff bubble last year, the Leafs have led the North 
Division right from the start this season.  

"They're a team that competes extremely hard," said Dubois, who helped 
the Blue Jackets eliminate the Leafs last summer. "Yes, they have talent, 
but their compete level is at a high level. You're not just facing a talented 
team, you're facing a team that can play hard, too." 

Blessed with high-end skill, the Leafs made adding toughness and grit a 
priority in the off-season. They signed Simmonds, Thornton and Zach 
Bogosian. The addition of Nick Foligno, acquired ahead of the trade 
deadline, will also boost Toronto's team toughness.  

Foligno hammered defenceman Josh Morrissey on Thursday, leading 
Dubois to confront his former Columbus teammate.  

Despite the off-season additions, Toronto has only moved up from 29th 
to 28th in hits per 60 minutes this season.  

"I still feel like we need to be more physical," said coach Sheldon Keefe. 
"But when I say that you're probably thinking of some of the nonsense 
that happens after the whistles, that's not what I'm concerned about. I'm 
talking about being physical on the puck, being physical on defence. 
Those are the things I'm looking for and we've got areas to grow there 
still." 

Toronto better be ready for some physicality on Saturday in their rematch 
against the Jets.  

"The Leafs have showed they're not just a one-dimensional team," 
Dubois said. "We're also not just a one-dimensional team so it's a good 
matchup. If it gets physical, we can definitely follow that game also."  

Bad blood brewing between Maple Leafs, Jets atop North Division 

The Maple Leafs have been described in many ways over the last few 
years but overly physical is not one of them. The team made adding grit 
and toughness a priority over the offseason but have they turned into a 
dirty team? Mark Masters reports. 

Thursday was an emotional night for Foligno, who debuted for the team 
that his father Mike Foligno played for in the 1990s. In the moments 
before puck drop, Foligno had a message for his new teammates.  
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"He had a little speech on how excited he was being a Leaf," revealed 
21-year-old defenceman Rasmus Sandin. "That's the kind of player we 
really want on our team. It's a privilege for all of us to get a guy on our 
team like that." 

"It was definitely a cool moment," said centre Adam Brooks. "I think a lot 
of guys appreciated him coming in and doing that. He came in and just 
showed that he's another great fit and a great leader." 

On the ice, Foligno delivered as advertised. He played a physical and 
defensively responsible game while slotting in beside Auston Matthews 
and Mitch Marner.  

"You can just tell they know a lot about each other," Foligno observed of 
the dynamic duo. "You just try and complement that and they don't make 
it too hard on you. If you can play a straight-ahead game and give them 
some room and get them the puck and then go to the net and try to be 
heavy in the areas that you need to be heavy in, you can have a lot of 
fun." 

Foligno picked up his first point as a Leaf by assisting on Marner's empty-
net goal.  

Marner sees a lot of similarities between Foligno and Hyman, who's 
currently sidelined with a MCL sprain.  

"They're kind of the same player," said Marner. "Guys that work really 
hard, have very good hands around the net, can make plays and can 
also take a hit to make a play. On the forecheck, he's always trying to get 
the body and the puck free for us to come in and kind of get it away and 
set up plays. And you know he's going to be at the net, same as Zach." 

Foligno fired up Leafs with pre-game speech ahead of debut 

Nick Foligno's excitement when he joined the Maple Leafs was evident 
and the veteran took it upon himself to give a speech to the team prior to 
his debut which was not lost on a few of the younger players. Rasmus 
Sandin and Adam Brooks spoke about how 'cool' it was to have a player 
like Foligno share that moment with the team. 

Connor Hellebuyck wasn't happy to be pulled after allowing three goals 
on six shots on Thursday.  

"I felt fine in the net," he told reporters on Friday. "I'm not going to lie and 
say I was A-plus material, but I thought the game that I had was good 
enough to win and it was only going to get better if I was given the 
opportunity to grow in that game." 

A week earlier, it was Campbell who was yanked after allowing three 
goals on six Jets shots in Toronto.  

"It's unacceptable," Campbell said of his play that night. "I put the team 
and David [Rittich] in a really tough spot and I just know I can be a lot 
better than that." 

Hellebuyck is the reigning Vezina Trophy winner while Campbell is trying 
to establish himself as a NHL starter at age 29. Hellebuyck exudes 
confidence even when pucks are going in. Campbell, meanwhile, is quick 
to fall on his sword any time his team loses. It’s something he’s working 
on.   

"Over the last couple of weeks, I've learned being a little bit too hard on 
myself isn't necessarily always the best thing," Campbell said. "Just kind 
of let it go."  

After losing his previous three starts, Campbell was a steady force for the 
Leafs on Thursday stopping 34 shots including a Dubois breakaway.  

"I'm blessed to have a lot of great people in my life and people that care," 
Campbell said. "Ultimately everybody’s point was kind of the same and it 
was just, 'Have some fun and don’t be too hard on yourself.' It’s a good 
lesson and something I'll try my best not to go through again, but we're 
all human." 

"He holds himself to such a high standard," said Matthews. "We tell him 
all the time, 'We win as a team and we lose as a team,' and he's 
obviously a big part of this team." 

Campbell's slump-snapping performance on Thursday was much 
needed. A couple nights earlier, Keefe had declared that the team's 
goaltending was a concern.  

"He got better as the game wore on, which is a really good sign," said 
Keefe. "Obviously, there's a lot on the line here, trying to get a win and 
the game's really tight right to the end and I thought his best play was at 
the end. Whether it was the penalty kill in the third period or the six-on-
five, he just looked really strong and confident. That, of course, is big for 
him and even bigger for us." 

The Leafs had been mired in a five-game winless skid (0-3-2), which was 
their longest such streak of the season.  

"It definitely was weighing on us," Campbell admitted. "We're competitors 
and we have a high standard in our dressing room." 

'Let it go': With help from friends, Campbell learns to not be so hard on 
himself 

Jack Campbell snapped a three-game winless skid with a 34-save 
performance on Thursday in Winnipeg. "Over the last couple of weeks, 
I've learned being a little bit too hard on myself isn't necessarily always 
the best thing," the Leafs goalie said. "Just kind of let it go." It’s 
something teammates have been helping Campbell with. "We tell him all 
the time, 'We win as a team and we lose as a team,'" said Auston 
Matthews. 

Bogosian will miss at least four weeks with a shoulder injury sustained 
during Tuesday's loss in Vancouver.  

"He has really come in and delivered on what we wanted him to provide 
in terms of stability on our third pair, penalty-kill minutes, a little bit of a 
different look and feel to our defence and, of course, his experience 
having won a Stanley Cup last season," said Keefe. "You are going to 
feel that absence." 

Travis Dermott, a lefty, has shifted to the right side to fill Bogosian's spot.   

Sandin, who just returned from a foot fracture, is currently playing on the 
left side of the third pair. Despite suiting up in only four games since the 
pandemic started, Sandin feels like he's physically prepared for this 
opportunity.  

"I feel stronger overall," the 5-foot-11 Swede said. "I have a little bit more 
pop overall in my legs during the whole game. I don't feel that I get tired 
as quick as I did before. Down in the corners I think I can battle and 
handle guys a lot better than I could last year so I feel stronger." 

Sandin feels a 'bit more pop' in his legs as hard work off the ice pays off 

From injury setbacks to his stint in the AHL, Rasmus Sandin hasn't been 
able to showcase his abilites for the Maple Leafs as much as he would 
have liked but having seen some increased minutes over the last two 
games, the defenceman says the work he put in off the ice has paid off, 
both in his strength and skill work. 

Lines at Friday's practice:  

Foligno − Matthews − Marner 

Galchenyuk − Tavares − Nylander 

Mikheyev − Kerfoot − Simmonds 

Thornton − Brooks − Spezza 

Robertson − Engvall − Noesen 

Rielly − Brodie 

Muzzin − Holl 

Sandin − Dermott 
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Hutton − Liljegren 

Marincin 

Campbell  

Rittich 

Frederik Andersen (lower body) skated after practice. 
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TSN.CA / Sandin earns Leafs lineup spot with injury to Bogosian 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Rasmus Sandin just needed an opportunity. And now he’s 
got one.  

The Maple Leafs defenceman was thrust into the spotlight on Friday 
when Toronto announced veteran blueliner Zach Bogosian will miss a 
minimum of four weeks with a shoulder injury he suffered in Tuesday’s 
loss to Vancouver. Sandin replaced Bogosian on the Leafs’ third pairing 
in Thursday’s win over the Jets in Winnipeg, and will get a first crack at 
holding onto that post next to Travis Dermott moving ahead. 

While the 21-year-old Sandin won’t make up for everything Toronto loses 
with Bogosian out, it is a long-awaited chance for Sandin to finally play a 
regular NHL role.  

“[Zach’s] really come in and [provided] stability on our third pair, brought 
a little bit of a different look and feel to our defence, and he had the 
experience of winning a Stanley Cup last year with Tampa,” coach 
Sheldon Keefe said on a post-practice Zoom call Friday in Winnipeg. 
“You're going to feel that absence. We have remained incredibly healthy 
on defence all season long but this does now provide [Sandin] more of 
an opportunity here to play down the stretch. We have an abundance of 
depth that we feel pretty good about here.” 

Bogosian was hurt in the second period of Tuesday’s game when he 
seemed to trip over his own feet and fall hard into the end boards. The 
30-year-old skated off under his own power but did not return, and a 
recent MRI revealed the extent of damage to his shoulder.  

Sandin happened to be Bogosian’s partner that night, playing in his 
second NHL game of the season and first since Feb. 8. He saw only five 
minutes of ice time in that Feb. 8 game and was sent to the American 
Hockey League’s Toronto Marlies shortly after. It was in the Marlies’ 
season opener on Feb. 15 that Sandin broke his foot, and was back off 
the ice entirely.  

Between tedious rehab sessions and ongoing COVID-19 lockdowns in 
Ontario during that stretch, Sandin had to work hard to find silver linings. 

“I'm a guy that wants everything kind of quick, I want it now,” Sandin said. 
“For me it was easiest to just take it day-by-day. But it was a struggle. 
When you're hurt, you're going to the rink, do your rehab and work in the 
gym getting treated. And then when you go back home, there's not much 
to do right now during the [COVID] situation that we have; it's just lay on 
the couch and watch TV. That was tough mentally.” 

Even as Sandin inched closer to a return, the Leafs had no open lineup 
spot for him to take. That was the problem earlier this season, too. 
Sandin skated in 28 games for Toronto last season, tallying one goal and 
eight points, but was a healthy scratch for Toronto’s first 12 contests this 
year. He was then limited as the Leafs' seventh defenceman in his one 
NHL appearance prior to being reassigned to the Marlies.  

Keefe opted to bring Sandin on the Leafs’ current four-game road swing 
though with the intention of getting him in a game. When that happened 
on Tuesday, it had been more than two months since Sandin last played 
a professional hockey game, and the initial rust was undeniable.   

“I think my first shift I was trying to gap up and do everything right from 
the beginning, and I gave up a two-on-one,” he said. “So after that I was 
trying to just build into it slowly and I think I got into it pretty quick.” 

Sandin played 16:14 that night, and was back in beside Dermott when 
the Leafs halted their five-game skid with a 5-3 win over Winnipeg on 
Thursday. Toronto will get another crack at the Jets on Saturday, with 
Sandin and Dermott projected to be the third pairing. 

Going up against one of the more physical teams in the North Division 
has shown Sandin just how much his rehab efforts in the gym are paying 
off.  

“I have a little bit more pop overall in my legs during the whole game,” he 
said. “I don't feel like I get tired as quick as I did before. Handling big 
guys, your body gets tired, so I don't feel like I'm getting tired as quick. 
And down in the corners, I think I can battle and handle the guys a lot 
better than I could last year. I feel stronger and it helps me in all parts of 
the game, as long as I maintain my mobility and being able to move out 
there.” 

While Sandin has earned a first look in Bogosian old spot, there’s a line 
of players behind him hoping to swipe it. Timothy Liljegren and Martin 
Marincin have been on Toronto’s taxi squad for much of the regular 
season, and the Leafs acquired Ben Hutton at the trade deadline for 
depth at times like this.  

Liljegren, 21, hasn’t appeared in an NHL game this season but has 
impressed Keefe at practice. If Toronto can make the money work, Keefe 
would like to see Liljegren get into one of the Leafs’ final nine regular 
season contests. But CapFriendly projects Toronto to have just over 
$120,000 in cap space available as of Friday afternoon.   

“We have some salary cap issues that have made it hard to get 
[Liljegren] in and get him involved,” Keefe said. “But that doesn't 
necessarily mean that we don't believe in him as a player. He's older, 
he's more confident. No different than Sandin. He comes in and looks 
confident, looks stronger. We like a lot about Timothy and his 
development.” 

How Keefe manages the Leafs lineup from here will be an exercise in 
balance as it is. Toronto is just three weeks away from its regular season 
finale, and Frederik Andersen (lower-body) and Zach Hyman (sprained 
MCL) are also on the injured list. Both Andersen and Hyman are 
expected be back sooner than Bogosian, but in the meantime Keefe still 
has to establish what Toronto’s best look will be when the postseason 
begins.  

“We're running out of games here, and you've got the fact that you're 
trying to make sure your group is ready to go here for the playoffs,” Keefe 
said. “So we're going to [handle] all these types of things. And just like 
any other injury that we've had throughout the season, our team has just 
found a way to press on and this will be no different.” 
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TSN.CA / Canadian Expansion Draft Primer 2.0 

 

By Frank Seravalli 

 

Later this month, the Seattle Kraken are scheduled to make the final 
payment on their $650 million expansion fee, officially earning the 
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mysterious sea creature a seat at the table as the National Hockey 
League’s 32nd club. 

Earlier in April, the passing of the NHL’s trade deadline created one of 
the final redistributions of players around the league, crystallizing the 
Expansion Draft lists of some teams. 

There will be one more round of changes coming in the days ahead of 
the Expansion Draft, scheduled for July 21. That will include any trades 
or last-minute signings that occur between now and the beginning of the 
off-season. 

Of course, at this point, teams would prefer to put any sort of verbal 
agreements with pending free agents “in the drawer,” and make them 
official after the Expansion Draft so they will not require protection. But 
the Kraken will have an exclusive, three-day window July 18-21 to 
negotiate with pending free agents that could shake things up. 

Most of Canada’s seven clubs are well-positioned to escape expansion 
with their roster relatively unscathed.   

With exactly 90 days to go until the Expansion Draft, here is a look at 
each Canadian team’s projected protection list and a selection of players 
who could be exposed. 

CALGARY FLAMES 

Protection Scheme: 7/3/1 

Forwards (7) 

Dillon Dube 

Johnny Gaudreau 

Glenn Gawdin (RFA) 

Elias Lindholm 

Andrew Mangiapane 

Sean Monahan 

Matthew Tkachuk 

Defence (3) 

Rasmus Andersson 

Noah Hanifin 

Chris Tanev 

Goaltender (1) 

Jacob Markstrom 

Potentially Exposed Players 

F Mikael Backlund 

F Milan Lucic (NMC) 

D Mark Giordano 

G Tyler Parsons 

Talking Points 

Giordano is the Flames' leader, but will be 38. 

- Our understanding is that Lucic agreed to waive his no-move clause for 
Expansion Draft purposes as a condition on his trade from Edmonton, 
which means he will not need to be protected. 

- Giordano has meant so much to the Flames organization. That is 
unquestioned. But he turns 38 before the Kraken hit the ice, making 
Andersson, Hanifin and Tanev the prudent protected defencemen. 

- Gawdin is representative of any one of the forwards the Flames could 
protect with their seventh and final spot. 

What To Watch For 

- How will the roster reconstructive surgery – think Gaudreau and 
Monahan – expected to take place this off-season shake up the Flames’ 
expansion list? 

EDMONTON OILERS 

Protection Scheme: 7/3/1 

Forwards (7) 

Josh Archibald 

Leon Draisaitl 

Zach Kassian 

Connor McDavid 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (UFA) 

Jesse Puljujarvi 

Kailer Yamamoto 

Defence (3) 

Ethan Bear 

Caleb Jones 

Darnell Nurse 

Goaltender (1) 

Stuart Skinner 

Potentially Exposed Players 

F James Neal 

F Kyle Turris 

F Tyler Benson 

D Tyson Barrie (UFA) 

D Oscar Klefbom 

D Adam Larsson (UFA) 

G Mikko Koskinen 

G Mike Smith (UFA) 

Talking Points 

Klefbom still recovering from shoulder surgery. 

- Clarity on Klefbom’s shoulder injury, as he diligently rehabs for an 
October return, will be valuable intelligence as the Oilers sort out their 
protection list. 

- Neal may well be heading for a buyout this off-season. Can the Oilers 
instead convince Seattle – or another team wielding cap space as an 
asset – to take on Neal’s and/or Koskinen’s contract? 

- Benson fits the mold of a player Vegas would have selected in 2017. 
His offensive AHL output is comparable to Golden Knights mainstay 
Tomas Nosek, plucked then from Detroit. Will Seattle follow suit? 

- Unless Smith is re-signed before the Expansion Draft, look for Skinner – 
the 71st ranked NHL affiliated prospect by TSN’s Craig Button – to be 
protected over Alex Stalock. 

What To Watch For 

- How will pending free agents Nugent-Hopkins and Larsson factor into 
expansion? Larsson would bump Jones. Right now, the bet is on both to 
re-sign, with RNH putting pen to paper before Seattle’s exclusive 
negotiating window opens to free agents on July 18. 
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MONTREAL CANADIENS 

Protection Scheme: 7/3/1 

Forwards (7) 

Josh Anderson 

Jonathan Drouin 

Jake Evans 

Brendan Gallagher (NMC) 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

Artturi Lehkonen (RFA) 

Tyler Toffoli 

Defence (3) 

Joel Edmundson 

Jeff Petry (NMC) 

Shea Weber 

Goaltender (1) 

Carey Price (NMC) 

Potentially Exposed Players 

F Joel Armia (UFA) 

F Paul Byron 

F Philip Danault (UFA) 

F Tomas Tatar (UFA) 

D Ben Chiarot 

G Jake Allen 

Talking Points 

Weber's contract makes him unlikely for Seattle.  

- Is it at all possible the Canadiens opt to expose Weber? It seems 
unlikely, especially given GM Marc Bergevin’s affinity for Man Mountain, 
but his contract runs through his 40th birthday and has cap recapture 
penalties, both limiting factors for an expansion franchise. Exposing 
Weber would allow the Habs to protect Chiarot. 

- Montreal will need to sign one forward (Armia?) to meet the exposure 
requirements. 

- If the Canadiens plan to re-sign other free agents, such as Danault or 
Tatar, it makes little sense to do it prior to the Expansion Draft. 

What To Watch For 

- Will Bergevin make a trade with Seattle to keep Allen in tandem with 
Price? Allen is signed to a team-friendly, two-year extension that kicks in 
next season, which makes him prime for plucking. 

OTTAWA SENATORS 

Protection Scheme: 7/3/1 

Forwards (7) 

Drake Batherson 

Connor Brown 

Logan Brown 

Nick Paul 

Chris Tierney 

Brady Tkachuk 

Colin White 

Defence (3) 

Thomas Chabot 

Victor Mete (RFA) 

Nikita Zaitsev 

Goaltender (1) 

Filip Gustavsson 

Potentially Exposed Players 

F Evgeni Dadonov 

F Austin Watson 

D Josh Brown 

G Joey Daccord 

G Matt Murray 

Talking Points 

Joey Daccord could be left exposed for Seattle. 

- The Senators are easily Canada’s most protected team heading into the 
Expansion Draft. Almost all of GM Pierre Dorion’s prized prospects (Tim 
Stutzle, Josh Norris, Erik Brannstrom and Shane Pinto chief among 
them) are exempt from selection. 

- There is a decision to make in goal: Gustavsson or Daccord? 
Gustavsson’s pedigree would seem to make him the leading candidate to 
protect. 

- Re-signing Mete would make him or Josh Brown interchangeable as 
Ottawa’s exposure requirement on defence.  

What To Watch For 

- Nothing to see here, move along. 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 

Protection Scheme: 8/1 

Forwards (4) 

Mitch Marner 

Auston Matthews 

William Nylander 

John Tavares (NMC) 

Defence (4) 

T.J. Brodie 

Justin Holl 

Jake Muzzin 

Morgan Rielly 

Goaltender (1) 

Jack Campbell 

Potentially Exposed Players 

F Pierre Engvall 

F Nick Foligno 

F Zach Hyman (UFA) 
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F Alex Kerfoot 

D Zach Bogosian (UFA) 

D Travis Dermott 

G Frederik Andersen (UFA) 

G David Rittich (UFA) 

Talking Points 

Travis Dermott could be the odd man out on D. 

- The Maple Leafs enter the Expansion Draft window with the expectation 
that defenceman Dermott is the likely Kraken target.  

- Toronto could well become the only Canadian club to use the eight-
skater, one-goaltender protection scheme. 

What To Watch For 

- How will Toronto’s quest to keep Hyman factor into the Expansion 
Draft? They plan to do everything in their power to prevent Hyman from 
hitting the market, but re-signing him before July 21 would likely force the 
Leafs to change to the 7/3/1 scheme, also exposing one of defencemen 
Brodie, Muzzin or Holl. 

VANCOUVER CANUCKS 

Protection Scheme: 7/3/1 

Forwards (7) 

Brock Boeser 

Bo Horvat 

Kole Lind 

J.T. Miller 

Tyler Motte 

Tanner Pearson 

Elias Pettersson 

Defence (3) 

Olli Juolevi 

Tyler Myers 

Nate Schmidt 

Goaltender (1) 

Thatcher Demko 

Potentially Exposed Players 

F Jay Beagle 

F Loui Eriksson 

F Jake Virtanen 

F Antoine Roussel 

D Madison Bowey 

D Jalen Chatfield 

D Alex Edler (UFA) 

D Brogan Rafferty 

G Braden Holtby 

Talking Points 

Could Holtby head across the border to Seattle? 

- Trading for Bowey at the deadline gave Vancouver a defenceman 
under contract who meets the exposure requirements. 

- The Canucks don’t seem to be a team that has an appetite to make a 
trade to prevent Seattle from selecting any particular player. The only 
play might be to ply Ron Francis with a pick in return for taking a tough 
contract for a year. 

What To Watch For 

- With Demko locked up long term, is Holtby destined for relocation in the 
Pacific Northwest? Holtby has Stanley Cup pedigree, a manageable 
contract, and his compete level in two wins against the Maple Leafs after 
the coronavirus-ravaged the Canucks showed he has plenty of game left. 

WINNIPEG JETS 

Protection Scheme: 7/3/1 

Forwards (7) 

Kyle Connor 

Andrew Copp (RFA) 

Pierre-Luc Dubois 

Nikolaj Ehlers 

Adam Lowry 

Mark Scheifele 

Blake Wheeler (NMC) 

Defence (3) 

Dylan DeMelo 

Josh Morrissey 

Neal Pionk 

Goaltender (1) 

Connor Hellebuyck 

Potentially Exposed Players 

F Mason Appleton 

F Jansen Harkins 

D Nathan Beaulieu 

D Logan Stanley 

G Eric Comrie 

Talking Points 

Jansen Harkins could meet Seattle's needs.  

- Expect Harkins to skate in four more games by the end of the regular 
season to give the Jets their second and final forward who meets the 
exposure requirement. 

- Re-signing Lowry to a five-year extension after the trade deadline 
provided additional clarity to the Jets’ list, if there were any concern that 
he would hit the market. 

- The Jets were interested in a rental defenceman at the deadline to keep 
their Expansion Draft list clean cut. But if Winnipeg wants to beef up its 
blueline this offseason via trade before July 21, it would appear DeMelo 
would be the odd man out. 

What To Watch For 

- Appleton is the most intriguing player potentially available from a 
Canadian club. He is on pace for 17 goals and 40 points in his breakout 
season on Winnipeg’s productive third line. The Jets got themselves into 
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trouble in 2017 maneuvering to protect Toby Enstrom, swapping first-
round picks with Vegas. That resulted in the team drafting Kristian 
Vesalainen at No. 24 instead of a player such as Nick Suzuki with the 
No. 13 pick. 

EXPANSION DRAFT RULES 

- Teams may protect either seven forwards, three defencemen and one 
goaltender - OR - eight skaters (regardless of position) and one 
goaltender. 

- Two forwards and one defenceman must be left exposed by each team 
who are all under contract for 2021-22 and meet the games played 
requirements for 2020-21. Also, each team must expose a goaltender 
under contract in 2021-22 or who is an RFA. 

- All players who have accrued two or less pro seasons by the end of 
2020-21, as well as unsigned draft picks, will be exempt from the 
Expansion Draft. 

- Players with no-move contracts MUST be protected unless the player 
waives his clause. 
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TSN.CA / Flames ‘tuned in’ for must-win series against Canadiens 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

It may be the last meaningful hockey this iteration of the Calgary Flames 
will play. 

As a season of unfulfilled expectations continues, Calgary hosts the 
Montreal Canadiens at the Saddledome in an absolute must-win three-
game series starting Friday night. 

Montreal (20-15-9) sits eight points ahead of Calgary (19-23-3) for the 
final playoff spot in the North Division with a game in hand. With just 11 
games remaining in their 2020-21 schedule, the Flames absolutely need 
a sweep to keep their faint playoff hopes alive. The Flames lead the 
season series 4-2. 

Best-case scenario? Calgary wins all three games and pulls to within two 
points of the Canadiens and Flames Nation is engulfed with renewed 
hope next week – at least until they factor in the Vancouver Canucks. 

The Canucks (18-19-3) sit just two points back of Calgary and 10 behind 
Montreal and have five games in hand on the Flames and four on the 
Canadiens after Thursday’s 3-0 loss to the Ottawa Senators. 

Due to a COVID-19 outbreak in which 21 players and four coaching staff 
members tested positive for the coronavirus, Vancouver played its first 
game since March 24 on Sunday before suiting up again Tuesday, 
sweeping the division-leading Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Worst case? The Flames’ playoff hopes are effectively extinguished by 
either the Canadiens or the Canucks – Calgary and Vancouver meet four 
more times next month – and the focus turns to the future. 

“I think for most guys, everyone’s tuned in to what’s going on and exactly 
what needs to happen,” said defenceman Chris Tanev this week. 

“It’s hard not to know where you are,” said captain Mark Giordano. 
“We’re playing in a Canadian market, in a Canadian division, social 
media, all those tools you have now to know exactly what the 
percentages are with where you are in the standings. It’s easy to follow 
and I think you should know as a player where you stand.” 

The Flames are coming off a 4-2 loss to the Senators on Monday, while 
the Canadiens defeated the Edmonton Oilers 4-3 on Wednesday. 

Given the magnitude of the games in a shortened 56-game season, it’s 
likely that Jacob Markstrom gets all three starts for the Flames. After a 
rough stretch following his return from the injured reserve list, the 31-
year-old Swede has improved as of late. Over his past five starts, he’s 
stopped 101 of 109 shots while allowing just eight goals.  

Meanwhile, with Carey Price concussed and on the mend following a 
collision with former Flame Alex Chiasson in Edmonton on Monday, it 
looks like Cayden Primeau will get at least one start in the Canadiens net 
during the series. 

The significance of the upcoming games – tonight, Saturday and Monday 
– may transcend a playoff berth for the Flames. 

Coming into the season, the organization knew it would be judged on 
whether it could exorcise ghosts of playoffs past and win a series for the 
first time since 2015. 

Clearly, the past few months have not gone according to plan, and this 
series against the Canadiens is likely the final chance for the Flames to 
salvage this year.  

Otherwise, it’s anticipated that the Flames will make major changes to 
their roster, including possibly moving one or more players from a core 
group that includes Giordano, Johnny Gaudreau, Sean Monahan, Mikael 
Backlund, Matthew Tkachuk, Elias Lindholm and Rasmus Andersson. 

With the only guarantee in Calgary being that Darryl Sutter will be behind 
the bench come the next training camp, this series versus the Canadiens 
could be the last glimpse Flames fans get of this group playing 
meaningful hockey together at the Saddledome. 

SPARKS OFF THE FIRE 

-The Flames are middle-of-the-pack in most NHL categories under 
Sutter, but actually lead the league in one area: shot attempts allowed. 
Since the coaching change in early March, Calgary has allowed the 
fewest shots against per game, at 26.1. 

-A cause for concern for the Flames as they ponder a roster remodel: 
Only Elias Lindholm (62nd) is among the top-100 NHLers in even-
strength points this season. 

-Everyone has more time on their hands these days because of the 
pandemic, and that includes NHLers. Tanev has spent part of it taking 
online university courses to chip away at his degree. 

“Took me 10 years to go back to school, but once the pandemic hit I had 
a lot of free time on my hands,” he laughed. 
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