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Is this the season Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal wins the Selke Trophy?
By Chip Alexander
The Carolina Hurricanes were beating the Dallas Stars and
Jordan Staal was scoring goals, knocking people around,
winning puck battles and generally being the biggest man on
the ice Tuesday when Justin Williams took to Twitter:
“J. Staal for Selke.”

Jonathan Toews of the Chicago Blackhawks and Anze
Kopitar of the Los Angeles Kings have won it.
“I think you have to be a two-way player, a guy that plays at
the end of the games both ways, when you’re up a goal and
down a goal,” Brind’Amour said last week. “Those are the
guys that I think you should consider.

That’s what the former Canes captain, now retired, tweeted
about the current Canes captain.

“They’re obviously counted on to provide offense but they’re
the guys that you count on when you need to defend. Those
are the guys that, in my mind, deserve those awards.”

After the game, after the Canes finished off a six-game road
trip with a solid 5-1 win, Staal was told of Williams’ social
media missive. The center, who loathes talking about
himself, shrugged it off.

Staal finished 14th in the Selke voting in 2020, with two
second-place votes. He was third in 2009-10 with the
Pittsburgh Penguins, but has been no higher than ninth
(2016-17) since being traded to the Canes in 2012.

“Willy’s biased,” he said, smiling.

“Ask around the league and the top offensive centers who
are counted on, and when they have to face off against
Jordan they know it’s going to be a tough night,” said Eric
Staal, Jordan’s oldest brother and a former Canes captain
now with the Montreal Canadiens. “It’s always competitive,
always a battle. You have to work for every inch of ice.”

Maybe, but the point still stands. In what has become a
special, memorable season, in a year in which he has played
his 1,000th career game, Staal could be in heavy
consideration for the Frank J. Selke Trophy.
The annual award, selected by the Professional Hockey
Writers’ Association, is given to the “forward who best excels
in the defensive aspects of the game.” It’s named for the
former general manager of the Toronto Maple Leafs and
Montreal Canadiens, and has been awarded since 1977-78.
Only one Hurricanes player has won it and he did it twice -Rod Brind’Amour. The Canes coach is biased, too, and if he
had a vote Staal would get it
“Obviously,” Brind’Amour said Tuesday. “I’ve been saying
this for a long time. I think you do have to have the numbers,
and I get that. Clearly he does. Hopefully, he’ll get his due.”
The “numbers” being respectable offensive numbers. Staal
has those. In 47 games, he has 16 goals and 21 assists. The
two power-play goals he scored Tuesday gave him seven for
the season and he has 13 power-play points.
Other numbers even more important: the Canes are 32-10-7
and have 71 points, second only to Vegas (72) in the NHL.
“Obviously I’m happy where I’m at and where the team’s at,”
Staal said. “Contributing on both sides of the puck is what
I’ve always wanted to do and this year the puck has been
going in, which is nice. I’m getting the opportunity on the
power play.
“It’s been a fun season. But I’m just going to finish off these
games, and we’ll worry about that down the road.”
Jordan Staal and the Selke voting
The Selke has the feel of a “round-up-the-usual-suspects”
kind of award in its voting. Patrice Bergeron of the Boston
Bruins has won it four times. Sean Couturier of the
Philadelphia Flyers won it in 2020 and Bergeron was second.

But the Canes weren’t making the playoffs those years and
Staal’s numbers were modest. While Brind’Amour could
watch Staal daily, first as a Canes assistant coach and the
past three years as head coach, but many missed the hard
200-foot work Staal was putting in and looking too much at
the numbers.
In 2015-16, Staal played 82 games, had 20 goals and 48
points, and had six power-play goals. He was among the
NHL leaders in faceoff percentage, as he has been and is
again this season.
But the Canes, with Bill Peters as coach, had a 36-31-15
record. Staal was 13th in the Selke voting as Kopitar won.
‘The way he grinds out there’
Williams, now an adviser to Canes president and general
manger Don Waddell, once played with Kopitar, won Stanley
Cups with Kopitar and realizes his value and contributions to
that team and franchise. He has the same feelings about
Staal, who succeeded him as captain last season -- and
made it known Tuesday night in his short, succinct tweet.
In the Canes’ 4-3 overtime loss Monday to the Stars, Dallas
captain Jamie Benn had the OT winner and three assists. As
Staal said, “He got the best of me.”
Staal’s response was to set a physical tone with an early hit
on Benn, then score the game’s first goal on the power play.
His second goal gave the Canes a 3-0 lead in the second
period and his setup pass to Nino Niederreiter led to another
goal and 5-1 lead in the third.
“He scored today a couple of goals but I think his effort level
and commitment and the way he grinds out there, it’s every
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night,” said Canes center Sebastian Aho, who had a goal
and two assists. “He never changes. It’s just effort.
“Obviously it’s very nice to see him score, but there’s a lot of
things. He’s our captain. He’s a successful player and has
spent a long time in this league.”

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Detroit Red Wings
When: Thursday, 7 p.m.
Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh.
Watch: BSSO (Bally).

Teravainen stars as Hurricanes open homestand with 3-1 win over Red Wings
By Chip Alexander
On paper, it has been hard to figure. On the ice, not so
much.
The Carolina Hurricanes have set up shop near the top of
the Central Division much of the season while the Detroit
Red Wings have had injuries and struggled. But the Wings
had given the Canes as much trouble, and losses, as any
team in the division.
The Canes turned back the Wings 3-1 Thursday at PNC
Arena, beginning a five-game homestand with a win, but had
to take care of all the details to get the job done.
Teuvo Teravainen scored his first goal since Feb. 15 and
added an assist, and goalie James Reimer had 16 saves to
earn his first win since April 1 as the Canes (33-10-7) moved
to 73 points after their last game this season against the
Wings (17-26-9).

Finnish winger, who missed 32 of 33 games following a
concussion before returning to the lineup Tuesday against
Dallas.
“Turbo looks like he didn’t miss a beat so that’s a real
positive sign,” the Canes’ Rod Brind’Amour said after his
200th game as head coach. “It was important for him to get
in the lineup and get games under his belt.”
The Canes finished 4-3-1 against the Wings, and a 3-1 loss
to Detroit on April 12 at PNC Arena was called “gross” by
Brind’Amour. Teravainen missed that one. He was back
Thursday and was named the game’s first star.
(Earlier updates)
Second period: Canes lead 2-1
Brady Skjei doesn’t score a lot of goals and hadn’t played in
a while, but the defenseman had the game’s first goal and
the Canes led 2-1 after the second period.

Defenseman Brady Skjei and forward Warren Foegele had
second-period goals, and Teravainen scored in the third after
first forcing a Wings turnover. Having assisted on Skjei’s
score, Teravainen’s goal was his 300th career NHL point.

Warren Foegele made it 2-0, punching the puck past goalie
Jonathan Bernier after a pass from Brett Pesce. Foegele’s
10th of the season came at 13:39 of the second.

“I’m sure it helps him a lot to get the confidence up with the
points and goal,” said Canes center Sebastian Aho, who had
two assists. “But we all know it’s a lot more than that, too. He
makes the right plays all over the ice, and I knew he was
going to be fine.”

The Wings then made it a 2-1 game late in the period on a
terrific move by Jakub Vrana. After a Canes turnover by
Sebastian Aho, the former Caps forward went forehand to
backhand and lifted the puck past James Reimer for his 17th
of the season.

After a scoreless first period, Skjei scored from the slot and
Foegele banged in a shot in front for his 10th goal of the
season and 2-0 lead.

Skjei, returning to the lineup after a concussion, started to
shoot at the top of the slot. Noticing Vladislav Namestnikov
going down on one knee to try and block the shot, Skjei took
a stride to his right and let the shot go.

“We had some chances in the first and so did they, and
‘Reims’ kept us in the game,” Aho said. “We didn’t get
frustrated in the first and we kept going, and we took over in
the second.”

Aho and Teuvo Teravainen assisted on Skjei’s third of the
season, which came at 4:40 of the second.

But the Red Wings, missing injured Dylan Larkin and with
Adam Erne on the NHL COVID protocol list, again made
things interesting against the Canes.

The Canes and Wings put in the first 20 minutes and the
best players on the ice might have been the two goalies,
James Reimer of the Canes and Jonathan Bernier of Detroit.

Forward Jakub Vrana, traded to Detroit this season by the
Washington Capitals, hurt his former Metro Division rival with
his 17th goal late in the second period to make it a 2-1 game.

The Canes weren’t lacking for good offensive chances but
had a hard time putting shots on net and got nothing in the
net. The Canes had six shots on goal, 10 shots blocked and
six that missed the net.

After managing six shots in the first period, the Canes had 16
in the second and kept the puck in the Wings’ zone much of
the period. The Canes didn’t back off physically in the third.
Jordan Staal flattened one player, and Aho put a big hit on
Michael Rasmussen in front of the benches.
Aho then set up Teravainen with a backhander and
Teravainen beat goalie Jonathan Bernier short side with a
quick release. It was the third goal of the season for the

First period: Scoreless game

The Canes appeared dangerous on the only power play of
the first after Wings defenseman Marc Staal was called for
high-sticking. The Canes moved the puck crisply and found
shooting lanes. They finished the two minutes feeling it was
a good-looking power play. The problem: they did not have a
shot on net.
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Reimer made eight saves in the period. He denied Joe
Veleno, a rookie playing his second game, late in the period
after Veleno sped past defenseman Brady Skjei into the
zone.
The Canes had 10 scoring chances in the first but only one
high-danger chance (naturalstattrick.com).
Game setup: milestones reached
Some personal milestones will be reached Thursday as the
Hurricanes host the Red Wings at PNC Arena:
Rod Brind’Amour will mark his 200th game as head coach
and Andrei Svechnikovwill play his 200th NHL game.
Defenseman Brett Pesce will be playing No. 400.
“I think when I played I thought coaching was like, ‘How hard
can it be?’ ” Brind’Amour said Thursday morning. “That’s
what I thought. And in doing this for a while you realize
there’s a lot.”
Brind’Amour has done it well. He goes into No. 200 with a
116-64-19 overall record and is the first Hurricanes coach
since the franchise relocated in 1997 to lead his team to

three consecutive playoff berths. He should be a strong
candidate to win the Jack Adams Award as the NHL’s Coach
of the Year.
One reason for his success and the Canes’ success came in
having the No. 2 pick in the 2018 NHL draft. On April 29,
2018, the Canes were the biggest winner in the NHL draft
lottery, jumping from 11th to second. They used the good
fortune and the pick to take Svechnikov, who was in the
Canes’ lineup at 18 and has provided some dynamic play on
the wing.
Svechnikov has 57 goals and 134 total points in his first 199
games, with 13 goals and 36 points this season. He also has
158 penalty minutes, many on stick infractions that
Brind’Amour has tried to wean out of his game.
“The NHL game is a hard game, especially coming from his
background,” Brind’Amour said. “I really think he wasn’t
taught a lot about the away-from-the-puck game, because
he’s had the puck his whole life. So it’s really just that
patience. Stay patient and it’s an every-day process toward
trying to get better.”

Recap: Canes Best Red Wings
Teravainen, Aho each record two points in 3-1 win
By Michael Smith
The Carolina Hurricanes opened a five-game homestand
with a 3-1 victory over the Detroit Red Wings.
The Bottom Line
The Canes, for whatever reason, struggled at times against
Detroit this season; coming into the season series finale
between the two teams, the Canes sported a paltry 3-3-1
record against the Red Wings. The two teams traded some
quality scoring chances in the first period, as the Canes
settled in on the heels of an extended road trip. Once they
got on the board in the second, they rolled and steadily
dominated. The Canes held onto the puck. They were
disciplined. They limited the Red Wings to just 17 shots on
goal, including just three in the third period. It was exactly the
type of win you probably expected to see the Canes land
more than four times against the Wings this season, but
that's hockey, right? With the victory, the Canes move two
points closer to clinching first place in the Central Division.
"We had some chances in the first, and they did too. Reims
kept us in the game," Sebastian Aho said. "We didn't get
frustrated in the first. We just kept going and took over in the
second."
Fist Bumps
Brady Skjei

Just as it took the Canes a bit to settle into their game, so too
did it take Skjei, who missed the last four games with a
concussion, a period to settle into his. Not even five minutes
into the second period, he got the Canes on the board first
with his second goal in his last three games played.
"After the first period I started feeling good. I did not play that
good in the first, and I turned it around in the second. The
goal helped," Skjei said. "It took a little time to settle in, but in
the second and third I got back to my game and started
playing a lot better."
On his goal, a patient Skjei dragged the puck around the
defense of Vladislav Namestnikov and wired a wrist shot
labeled for the top shelf.
"I looked to shoot, and I saw him go down, so I tried to move
it more to the inside," Skjei said. "Whenever you can change
the angle when you're shooting, it can throw goalies and
defenders off."
Teuvo Teravainen
In his second game back in the lineup after being sidelined
close to two months with a concussion, Teravainen recorded
two points to reach 300 in his NHL career and was named
the game's first star.
Teravainen tallied the secondary assist on Skjei's opening
goal, and then in the third period, the Finnish winger restored
his team's two-goal advantage.
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The Canes hounded the puck near the blue line and forced a
turnover. Sebastian Aho then fed his countryman, who
slipped a shot through Jonathan Bernier to put the Canes
ahead, 3-1.

6: Aho recorded two points to extend his season-long point
streak to six games (3g, 8a).

"Turbo looks like he didn't really miss a beat, so that's a real
positive sign," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It's nice
for him to get a goal for his own confidence."

117-64-19: Brind'Amour has guided the Canes to a 117-6419 record in his 200 games as head coach of the team. He's
the first head coach in franchise history to clinch a
postseason berth in each of his first three seasons behind
the bench.

Warren Foegele

Where Did He Go?

When the Canes turned on their game in the second period,
Foegele netted his 10th goal of the season to double his
team's lead to 2-0.

Jordan Staal leveled Troy Stecher in the third period, and his
whereabouts remain unknown.
Quote of the Night

Brett Pesce, skating in his 400th career game, poked the
puck to Foegele on the doorstep. Amid bodies in front,
Foegele punched in his own rebound.

"It's a nice milestone, but hopefully I get a couple more." Teuvo Teravainen on his 300th career NHL point

Stats Pack

Up Next

4: Of the five games in which Teravainen has found the
scoresheet this season, four - including his two-point effort
tonight - have been multi-point games.

The Canes and Blue Jackets close out their eight-game
season series on Saturday night.

Hurricanes defeat Red Wings, extend point streak to nine
Teravainen has goal, assist for Carolina; Aho has two points
By Kurt Dusterberg
RALEIGH, N.C. -- Teuvo Teravainen had a goal and an
assist, and the Carolina Hurricanes extended their point
streak to nine games with a 3-1 win against the Detroit Red
Wings at PNC Arena on Thursday.
Teravainen was playing his second game after the forward
missed 25 because of a concussion. Brady Skjei scored in
his first game back after the defenseman missed four
because of a concussion.
"It was big," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said.
"[Teravainen] looks like he didn't miss a beat. That's a
positive sign. Nice for him to get a goal. Brady probably had
a little rusty period, then he got his game going. Good to
see."

Jakub Vrana scored, and Jonathan Bernier made 29 saves
for the Red Wings (17-26-9), who have been eliminated from
Stanley Cup Playoff contention.
"We certainly had chances in the first and I thought we
transitioned well," Detroit coach Jeff Blashill said. "But we
didn't get enough after that because we spent so much time
in defensive-zone coverage. To me, the whole thing comes
down to our puck play."
Skjei put Carolina ahead 1-0 at 4:40 of the second period.
Aho waited for Skjei to gain the offensive blue line before
passing to the unmarked defenseman, who beat Bernier over
his glove from the high slot.
"I thought I did not play that well in the first," Skjei said. "I
thought I turned it around in the second. Obviously, the goal
helps. It took a little time to settle in, but I think in the second
and third I started playing a lot better."

Sebastian Aho had two assists, and James Reimer made 16
saves for the Hurricanes (33-10-7), who are 6-0-3 during
their streak.

Warren Foegele pushed the lead to 2-0 at 13:29. He took a
backhand pass from Brett Pesce before scoring off his own
rebound in the crease.

Carolina remained two points ahead of the Florida Panthers,
who won 4-3 in overtime against the Chicago Blackhawks on
Thursday, for first place in the Discover Central Division with
two games in hand.

"If you go around the League and talk about players that are
underrated, [Pesce] is probably No. 1 on the list,"
Brind'Amour said. "You watch every night and you see it, but
he's really as valuable on this team as any of the guys."
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After Aho couldn't handle a pass from Pesce, Vrana skated
through the slot and faked his forehand before lifting a
backhand over Reimer's glove to cut it to 2-1 at 17:31.
"He can score, there's no doubt about it," Blashill said. "What
we'll keep working on with him is making sure he becomes
that complete player that can score on a winning hockey
team."
Teravainen made it 3-1 at 9:48 of the third period when he
forced a turnover in Detroit's zone, then received a no-look
pass from Aho and beat Bernier five-hole.
"It's good to play with him, it's pretty easy," Teravainen said.
"We don't really talk about too much, we just play natural out
there. Especially now when I haven't played in a long time,
it's good to have Aho out there."

Carolina outshot Detroit 10-3 in the third period.
"We're having a tough time scoring, so those mistakes are
magnified," Red Wings forward Luke Glendening said.
"That's the way it's going to be, so we have to tighten up
defensively."
NOTES: Detroit has scored two goals in its past three
games. … Aho extended his point streak to six games (three
goals, eight assists). … Andrei Svechnikov played his 200th
NHL game, and Brind'Amour coached his 200th NHL game
(117-64-19). … The Hurricanes' 33 wins are the second
most through 50 games in a season in their history. They
had 35 wins through 50 games in 2005-06, when they won
the Stanley Cup for the only time.

Teravainen produces as Hurricanes top Red Wings 3-1
By Bob Sutton

NOT THIS TIME

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Teuvo Teravainen had a goal and
assist for his first points in more than two months, and the
Carolina Hurricanes beat the Detroit Red Wings 3-1 on
Thursday night to stretch their points streak to nine games.

This was the final meeting of the season between teams on
the opposite ends of the Central Division standings.

Teravainen was in his second game back after sitting out 32
of 33 games because of a concussion. He hadn’t recorded a
point since Feb. 19.
Brady Skjei and Warren Foegele also scored and Sebastian
Aho registered two assists for the Hurricanes, who opened a
five-game homestand. They clinched a playoff berth earlier in
the week at Dallas.
Skjei was in his first game back after missing four games
because of a concussion. He has a goal in two of his last
three games.

The seventh-place Red Wings have four of their 17 wins this
season against the first-place Hurricanes, their most against
any opponent.
200 ... AND COUNTING
Rod Brind’Amour coached his 200th regular-season game
for Carolina, improving to 117-64-19.
He’s the first coach in franchise history to guide the team to
playoff berths in each of his first three seasons. Only two
other active NHL coaches had a better points percentage
through 200 career games.

Carolina goalie James Reimer played just his fourth game in
April, making 16 saves for his team-high 15th victory.

Andrei Svechnikov has been in Brind’Amour’s lineup every
time. He appeared in his 200th game Thursday night,
becoming the first player from the 2018 draft class to reach
that milestone.

Jakub Vrana scored for Detroit. Jonathan Bernier stopped 29
shots for the Red Wings, who’ve won once in their last seven
games (1-3-3).

UP NEXT

Foegele’s goal was set up by a giveaway from the Red
Wings. A turnover by the Hurricanes led directly to Vrana’s
goal later in the second period.

Hurricanes: Host Columbus on Saturday night.

Red Wings: Host Tampa Bay on Saturday and again on
Sunday.
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NHL experts predict sleeper playoff teams, Presidents' Trophy winner, more
The end of the 2021 NHL season is fast approaching. While
COVID-19 postponements have resulted in games extending
until May 19, many of the playoff positions will have been
solidified before then.
As we begin predicting what the 2021 playoffs will look like -and who will ultimately win the Stanley Cup -- we tasked our
crew to answer some of the key questions heading into the
final few weeks.
Who will win the Presidents' Trophy?
Emily Kaplan, national NHL reporter: The Colorado
Avalanche. They trail the Vegas Golden Knights in the
division, and there's one meeting between the two West
powers left. Besides that, eight of the Avs' remaining nine
games are against either the Sharks and Kings, against
whom Colorado has gone a combined 6-2 this season. With
both of those California teams presumably out of the playoff
mix, they'll be using the season's final two weeks to get
younger players exposure.
Greg Wyshynski, senior NHL writer: The Carolina
Hurricanes. The Canes are one point off the pace of the
Golden Knights, who have a game in hand. Carolina has the
Columbus Blue Jackets, three games against the Chicago
Blackhawks and two final games against the Nashville
Predators, which could be very meaningful for them. They
have Florida and Tampa on their heels for top of the Central,
and the Canes haven't lost in regulation since April 12. The
Hurricanes have never won the Presidents' Trophy. History
must be made!
Arda Ocal, ESPN broadcaster: As Greg notes, the
Hurricanes have a game against the Blue Jackets, then three
against the Blackhawks before finishing against the Preds.
The Washington Capitals have the Pittsburgh Penguins and
Boston Bruins in their future. The Golden Knights have the
Blues and Avs, while the Toronto Maple Leafs have the
Montreal Canadiens and Winnipeg Jets. In terms of ease of
schedule, the Hurricanes could garner the most points down
the stretch, so I'm going with Carolina to take the Presidents'
Trophy.
Sach Chandan, fantasy hockey editor: Emily's right that
Colorado has a much easier schedule, but the Knights are
truly golden right now with their 10-game win streak, and
they hold a six-point cushion over the Avs. Four of their
remaining games are against the St. Louis Blues and
Arizona Coyotes, against whom they've gone 9-1. It's no fun
picking the favorite, but I can't imagine them losing in
regulation four more times.
Which potential playoff matchup has you most hyped?
Kaplan: Give me the Capitals versus the New York Islanders.
Of course, there's the classic "Barry Trotz facing his old
team" storyline. I picked Washington to win the Stanley Cup

ahead of the season (I'm buying into their urgency, and the
hiring of Peter Laviolette to get them there). But the Isles feel
like they are also due. As Matt Martin told me in March,
losing to Tampa in last year's Eastern Conference finals
might have been just what they needed.
"Tampa has been a top team in this league for multiple years
now, and they were finally able to break through after getting
that experience," Martin said. "Hopefully that's what we can
take away."
Wyshynski: Every postseason that involves the Toronto
Maple Leafs, the primary question is, "How will the Toronto
Maple Leafs blow it this time?" With their traditional playoff
tormentors, the Boston Bruins, realigned to the East Division
this season, the path for the Maple Leafs to make a run at
the Stanley Cup seems clearer than it's been in a while; or,
failing that, the path to win a playoff round for the first time
since 2004.
So in thinking, "How can they blow it this time?" the answer
is obviously losing to the Montreal Canadiens in the first
round of the North Division playoffs. Beyond this morbid
curiosity ... c'mon, it's Leafs vs. Habs. We haven't seen them
meet in the postseason since 1979. That's six years before
Kyle Dubas was born!
Ocal: Leafs vs. Canadiens, no doubt. Sure, I grew up a Leafs
fan and that plays into it, and I still have memories of Doug
and Wayne and Kerry Fraser and ... never mind. What I will
say is that in 1993, we almost got a Leafs vs Habs Stanley
Cup Final, which would have been bonkers. Now it's a very
real possibility that we will get that in the first round. This is
the oldest rivalry in hockey, and at some points, it's been the
most fierce. Give me that all day long.
Chandan: I'm thinking of the battle for the new "State of
Hockey," Florida. The dynamic Florida Panthers and the
defending champion Tampa Bay Lightning are destined for
the No. 2 vs. No. 3 matchup in the Central. If a matchup of
two elite scoring offenses weren't enough, the Lightning may
have former Hart Trophy winner Nikita Kucherov making his
return from a hip injury if the series were to go long enough.
These two rivals have been as evenly matched as can be in
their six regular-season matchups, and will end the season
against each other for two games. Familiarity could yield
ferocity.
Is there a team currently outside a playoff spot that will make
a race interesting?
Kaplan: I think the Stars can overtake the Predators and
secure the fourth spot in the Central Division. Jamie Benn
has been on a tear ever since being moved back to center,
while the line of Joe Pavelski, Jason Robertson and Roope
Hintz is so fun to watch. Dallas is still playing catch-up in the
division, but the Stars control their own destiny.

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 30, 2021
Wyshynski: My answer would have been the Coyotes, but
their last brutal stretch coinciding with a slight uptick by the
Blues might have settled the West. Which is a shame,
because it's likely Rick Tocchet's last ride in the desert. As
much as I'd like to see the Stars get into the postseason -given their COVID-19 interruption to start the season and the
winter storm in Texas that delayed it further -- I have to
believe Nashville gets that spot. It has located some
offensive punch and goalie Juuse Saros, outside of a couple
of hiccups, is giving coach John Hynes the same kind of
goaltending that Keith Kinkaid gave him in the Devils'
miraculous rally for a 2018 playoff spot. Of course, there's no
Taylor Hall playing at an MVP pace here. But maybe they get
Filip Forsberg back for that final push.
Ocal: The Stars have two games in hand and are two points
behind the Preds, so that final spot in the Central will be very
interesting. Dallas has been a very interesting team as well -from starting their season late to having an incredible
opening run to midseason struggles and then finding form
again. Joe Pavelski has been a force, leading the team in
goals and points. (Side note: I actually don't mind the
Reverse Retro jerseys that make them look like
Stormtroopers from Star Wars.) Plus, we know this group
can make some noise if they do get in to the tourney.
Chandan: It will be highly unlikely no matter what, but the
New York Rangers at least have two things working for them:
They've been hot lately, winning seven of nine, and they
have two games remaining against the Bruins, who sit four
points ahead of them. Unfortunately for the Rangers, they
don't control their own destiny since Boston has two games
in hand, and New York's hot streak is built on beating the
Devils and Sabres, the two worst teams in the league. I'll be
the pessimist here and say that they fall just short.
Which playoff team should be most worried about its
goaltending?
Kaplan: The Maple Leafs. GM Kyle Dubas traded for David
Rittich at the deadline because he was concerned -- mostly
about the health of Frederik Andersen, Jack Campbell and
Michael Hutchinson. When you're not sure who your primary
starter for the playoffs is at this stage of the season, that's
worrisome.
Wyshynski: The St. Louis Blues. Jordan Binnington is not
going to be that guy who carried the Blues to their first
Stanley Cup as a rookie. That's fine. He doesn't need to be
that. He just needs to be competent and consistent.
Binnington has been OK this season with 11.5 goals saved
above average and a .909 save percentage.
But it's hard to shake that putrid playoff performance from
the 2020 playoff bubble, in which he gave up 21 goals in five
games (.851 save percentage) and lost all five. If he lays
another postseason egg, the Blues' alternative is Ville

Husso, which is a bit like flying on a trapeze with wet tissue
paper as a safety net.
Ocal: Easily Toronto. That has always been a concern, for as
long as the Leafs have been making the playoffs. Andersen
has health concerns and some Leafs fans wonder if he has a
Stanley Cup run in him. Jack Campbell was the darling of the
entire fan base with his winning streak, but he hasn't
performed on the playoff stage yet. Rittich has had his
moments, but he also lacks postseason experience. It truly
feels like now or never with the Leafs this season, with the
play between the pipes a significant question mark.
Chandan: It's strange to say this about the defending Vezina
Trophy winner, but Connor Hellebuyck has been at his worst
in April, with a .900 save percentage and 2.95 goals-against
average this month. It gets worse, though, as the Jets seem
destined for the No. 2 vs. No. 3 matchup with the Edmonton
Oilers. Connor McDavid & Co. have been Hellebuyck's worst
team to face this season -- .877 save percentage, 3.96 GAA
-- including getting pulled from Monday's 6-1 loss. The Jets
can't bench their star, so they will need these next two weeks
to get him right for the playoffs.
Of Saturday's 15 games, which is the most captivating?
Kaplan: Stars vs. Predators (streaming live on ESPN+). Both
of these teams are desperate to grab the fourth spot in the
Central Division. Neither GM traded players at the deadline,
believing their team could pull it out. This game could dictate
who has the inside track over the final two weeks.
Wyshynski: Rangers vs. Islanders. The Rangers have faint
playoff hopes in the East Division. The Islanders are battling
to clinch a playoff spot and potentially earn home ice in the
opening round. But the reason this game matters: It's the last
time the Islanders host the Rangers at Nassau Veterans
Memorial Coliseum before they move into their fancy new
barn at Belmont Park. That's a lot of history. That's a lot of
shenanigans. Hopefully, on Saturday, there will be a few
more.
Ocal: Golden Knights vs. Coyotes. The Yotes are fighting
hard for that final playoff spot in the West, but the Blues have
three games in hand and are three points ahead. Every
single game counts for Arizona right now, and they face the
division leaders in what might be one of the last chances for
them to stay alive.
Chandan: Penguins vs. Capitals. These two are top-five
scoring offenses, with trade-deadline pickups Jeff Carter and
Anthony Mantha shooting well above their season averages
for the Pens and Caps, respectively. The Penguins are
expecting injured forward Evgeni Malkin back any day, which
could shake up the second line that's been humming as of
late. The Capitals have the edge in goaltending, with Ilya
Samsonov on a four-game win streak and Vitek Vanecek
posting a 1-0 shutout of the Islanders on Tuesday.
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NHL Power Rankings: Surprise of the Season edition
By Rory Boylen
Not everything has gone according to plan for anyone this
season.
Sometimes the surprises are good, sometimes not so much.
Every team has had something unpredictable happen.
In this week's Power Rankings we focus on the biggest
surprise of the season for each of the NHL's 31 teams.
1. Vegas Golden Knights
It's hands down Marc-Andre Fleury, who should at least be a
Vezina finalist, if not the winner, after seemingly losing his
No. 1 job in last year's playoffs. An injury to Robin Lehner
opened the door and Fleury has pieced together one of the
better seasons of his career. Now we have an interesting
dynamic heading into the playoffs again.
2. Carolina Hurricanes
Alex Nedeljkovic came with some promise, but also with the
memory of a mediocre four-game NHL look last season. So
seeing him get into the Calder Trophy finalist fray has been
huge for a team that, in recent seasons, has had a weakness
in net. Nedeljkovic won't win the rookie of the year (that's a
two horse race), but he could be the third choice. He's
earning playoff consideration, too, with a .932 save
percentage this season. Suddenly goaltending isn't such a
weakness here anymore.
3. Washington Capitals
The Caps tried to bolster their netminding with veteran help,
but when Henrik Lundqvist wasn't healthy enough to play it
left them with Vitek Vanecek as the backup. Then he had to
play a far greater role early in the season than anticipated.
We've seen so many times how a goalie can set back even
the best teams, but Vanecek was up to the challenge and
didn't lose in regulation until Feb. 1. He's played 32 games
this season with a .910 save percentage after spending the
past four seasons in the AHL. The Caps were always
expected to be at or near the top of their division, but that
Vanecek is a reason why they've been able to hang there
was unexpected.
4. Tampa Bay Lightning
Victor Hedman is still getting some Norris consideration in
some corners as the numbers indicate maybe that shouldn't
be the case anymore. And that's surprising in itself. It's
maybe also a little surprising that the Lightning rank among
the top teams in shots for and against and special teams
measures, even though Nikita Kucherov has been out all
season. The one-time Hart winner's absence has had
basically no effect on the Lightning. That should be
surprising. Kinda doesn't feel like it.
5. Toronto Maple Leafs
After last season's disappointing playoff loss in the qualifying
round to Columbus, and given the one consistent knock
against this iteration of the Leafs, who would have thought its
grit, toughness — or "dirtiness" — would become part of an

identity that others talk about. Still 25th in penalty minutes
and 29th in hits (which really says more about their success
as a puck possession team) they're noticeably tougher on
their opponents this season. Even Joe Thornton got in on it
with his badgering of Nikolaj Ehlers over the weekend.
6. Colorado Avalanche
A great value addition in Devon Toews, and another year
experience for 22-year-old Cale Makar and Sam Girard have
helped the Avs tighten down on the defensive side of things.
They remain an offensive powerhouse, but the Avs also
average the fewest shots against per game and fewest 5-on5 scoring chances against per game (via Natiral Stat Trick),
after sitting 17th and 12th, respectively, in those categories
last season. It's helped round them into an even scarier
contender and perhaps the favourite heading into the
playoffs.
7. Minnesota Wild
Challenging for a top-two spot in the West and being one of
the first six teams in the league to clinch a playoff berth? No
one saw that coming. The Wild are trying to move out of the
mire and the contributions they've gotten from a variety of
early-20s players up front and in the crease has been key in
doing so. Kirill Kaprizov has been the story, but how about
Jordan Greenway sitting one even strength point behind
him?
8. Pittsburgh Penguins
Gotta stop even wondering if the window is closed due to a
small sample of uninspiring play. The Penguins have been
terrific since a slow January, with a 27-12-2 record ever
since. Sidney Crosby has been great as usual, but the Pens
have been able to get on track even without Evgeni Malkin
since mid-March.
9. Florida Panthers
The degree to which they have improved on defence has
been a shocker and should have Joel Quenneville cemented
in the Jack Adams discussion. But, boy, there have been a
ton of surprising performances on the team. From Carter
Verhaeghe's second-year breakout, to Chris Driedger
earning playoff start consideration and one of Patric
Hornqvist's best point-per-game seasons of his long career,
the Panthers are tougher to play against and getting the
most out of everyone. That is not a characteristic you'd say
has followed this franchise.
10. Boston Bruins
Just a couple weeks before the trade deadline it was close to
crisis mode for the Bruins. Secondary scoring, predictably,
was an issue. As of April 3, the Bruins were fourth in the
East, just four points ahead of Philadelphia and the New
York Rangers, and had won two games in a row just twice in
the past month and a half. Tuukka Rask was out with injury
and then Jaroslav Halak followed. It could have started to
unravel, but the surprising performance from 22-year-old
Jeremy Swayman stabilized things. In seven key games this
month, Swayman has a .946 save percentage and allowed
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more than two goals in a game just one time. Rask and
Halak have since returned, but Swayman's NHL arrival — in
his first season out of the University of Maine — helped save
Boston's season.
11. Edmonton Oilers
You can look at Mike Smith's season and think his largely
sturdy play has been a game-changer for the Oilers, or you
worry that a lull might arrive come playoff time. But the fact is
that Smith has been one of the better goalies in the North
Division all season. His 11.16 goals save above average
ranks eighth in the league, better than any Canadian team
goalie, and his .923 save percentage is the highest it's been
since 2011-12, when he led the Arizona Coyotes to the
Western Conference final. Who saw that coming from
Edmonton's crease?
12. Dallas Stars
It's generally been surprising to see the Stars be able to
overcome injuries and scheduling challenges and stay in the
playoff race to the end, but more specifically the offensive
explosions from a couple of early-20s forwards has come out
of nowhere for the defence-first team. Count me as a longtime fan of Roope Hintz, but the better than point-per-game
production he's delivered is a huge step up. And rookie
Jason Robertson getting into the Calder race with enough
even strength points to tie Nathan MacKinnon wasn't
something anyone predicted.
13. New York Rangers
Sure they've hammered on some of the teams below them in
the standings, but the Rangers have the best goal differential
(+35) in the East Division and are clinging to life in the
playoff race. The best days are ahead, but the way they've
clearly separated from the three teams below them —
especially the two rebuilding ones — has been a nice
surprise indicating they're ahead of schedule.
14. Nashville Predators
Eeli Tolvanen was not on Nashville's opening night roster
and didn't play his first game until February. When he got
into the lineup, he wasn't playing a ton and only had three
points in his first 11 games. The 22-year-old in the last
season of his ELC seemed closer to a "break" than a "make"
so to see him then become a key cog in Nashville's renewed
playoff push has been a shocker. Since March 6, Tolvanen
leads the Preds with 0.81 points per game (17 in 21) as the
team has gone 17-9-2.
15. New York Islanders
We're no longer surprised that the Islanders are good. But
when they go sour for a while...that's a different story. Since
captain Anders Lee was lost to injury, the Islanders are 27th
in 5-on-5 Corsi, 22nd in shots against per 60 minutes of 5on-5, and 25th in points percentage. Since acquiring Kyle
Palmieri and Travis Zajac to help with depth and scoring, the
Islanders have the 31st-ranked 5-on-5 offence.
16. St. Louis Blues
Are they all the way back? If so, that would be quite a
surprise after a slow season followed an underwhelming
bubble playoff. The Blues could have sold some pieces (like
Mike Hoffman) at the deadline, but stuck it out instead and
now that may be paying off. They're 6-4 since the deadline
and just took two out of three from Colorado in the past

week. Hoffman's been their leading scorer in that time.
Jordan Binnington is returning to a level that earned him his
big extension. Maybe this surprise still has to play out a bit,
but if they keep this run going for the next couple of weeks,
I'm not sure the Blues will be a welcome sight in Round 1 of
the playoffs.
17. Winnipeg Jets
The big surprise happened early on when Patrik Laine's time
with the team came to an end. The writing may have been on
the wall, but GM Kevin Cheveldayoff has usually let these
situations play out a bit longer in the past. This time he
jumped on a deal that presented itself to add Pierre-Luc
Dubois and stabilize the centre position.
18. Montreal Canadiens
Rest hasn't helped Carey Price as much as anticipated when
Jake Allen was acquired, and recapturing last playoff's level
is no sure thing anymore for Price. After seeing how fast the
Habs got out of the gate — even accounting for the fact not
all of that was sustainable — it's been shocking to see how
inconsistent the offence has been. Just 2.2 goals per 60
minutes of 5-on-5 since mid-February, which is 20th in the
league and sixth in the North Division.
19. Chicago Blackhawks
That Chicago hung around the playoff race as long as it did
was a surprise, and a result of a few contributions no one
was predicting. Kevin Lankinen was the story early, but as
he's started to struggle so have the Hawks to stay in the
race. But more than that, Pius Suter became a versatile and
productive player, Brandon Hagel's second half has seen an
uptick in points, and Kirby Dach has lived up to the hype
since returning in late-March.
20. Philadelphia Flyers
Turns out being the team that allowed Buffalo to end its 18game winless streak buried the Flyers, who are 22nd by
points percentage, 28th in goals for and 27th in goals against
ever since. Goalies are voodoo, it's true, but Carter Hart's
mid-season meltdown was a huge and unexpected part of
the Flyers' downturn.
21. Arizona Coyotes
Just that they didn't sell off anything. The Coyotes
desperately need picks and prospects and don't have their
own first-rounder this summer. They have six notable UFAs,
but were still in control of a playoff spot at the deadline. Now
they're fading as the Blues start to surge.
22. Ottawa Senators
A really rough start to the season and struggles from Matt
Murray put the Sens well behind and took them out of the
running for anything before long. But there's been a lot of
fight in this team. Over the past nine weeks, their .532 points
percentage is 18th in the league and fifth in the North, only a
shade behind Vancouver and Winnipeg. The good stories
are aplenty: Drake Batherson's goal streak and break out.
Josh Norris' strong and sturdy play down the middle.
23. Vancouver Canucks
The rough start to the season was unexpected, but not
without its reasons (heavy schedule, little practice time, etc.).
Still, Quinn Hughes' defensive struggles and a gap being
created between him and Cale Makar was a bit of a surprise
(in a "not good" way), but on the flip side, Nils Hoglander's
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contributions have been a nice surprise after losing Tyler
Toffoli in free agency. The general early struggles from some
of their best players was the biggest surprise of all, and then
that they were able to start putting the pieces back together
before the COVID outbreak to earn a longshot hope of a
playoff spot without Elias Pettersson in the lineup.
24. Calgary Flames
For me, the surprise has been in how disappointing the
Flames have been. It's not as though I expected them to be
Cup contenders because of a few playoff disappointments
that followed this core, but from the time Bill Peters resigned
in November of 2019 to the 2020 season pause, Calgary
was Canada's best team with a 24-15-3 record. They
upgraded in net and on defence. Playoffs seemed a decent
bet and a race to the end at least appeared in the cards. But
they never really settled this season and despite a last gasp
series against Montreal, Calgary's playoff hopes have been a
mirage for a few weeks. The response after replacing Geoff
Ward with Darryl Sutter hasn't come and now the core is
going to get some heavy work done in the off-season. It's
been surprising how far out of it Calgary has really been.
25. San Jose Sharks
At the start of the season the Sharks were this team that had
a wide range of outcomes. They could bottom-out again and
get a high draft pick, or you could see a way this roster could
keep the Sharks in the race and maybe get into a playoff
spot. Instead they've been sort of in the middle, with good
stretches here and there followed by bad ones. Even Martin
Jones pieced together a good month in March, which
qualifies as a surprise at this point.
26. Buffalo Sabres
That Buffalo is a strong-odds lottery team again isn't too
surprising, even if pre-season expectations were heightened.
It's no surprise that Taylor Hall was traded ahead of his oneyear deal expiring, or that a word like "embarrassing" was
being used to describe another season. What has been
surprising is the bit of life we've seen from the team over the
past month.
The Sabres are 7-7-2 since their 18-game losing streak
ended, including back-to-back losses to the Rangers this
week. And, ya, the underlying numbers aren't all great in this
stretch (still 27th in 5-on-5 Corsi), but it's been made up for in
part by good goaltending performances from Dustin
Tokarski, a couple from Linus Ullmark, and now Ukko-Pekka
Luukkonen getting a shot. Rasmus Dahlin has looked like a
refreshed and more confident player. Sam Reinhart
continues his criminally underrated season-long

performance. And they've showed this life without Jack
Eichel. It guarantees nothing for next season, but a culture
needs to be built up here and it's nice (and surprising) to see
a little push back when all is lost.
27. Detroit Red Wings
The Anthony Mantha trade was a huge surprise, but seeing
Jonathan Bernier stay put when No. 3 goalies were in
demand was a head-scratcher. No one thinks of Bernier as a
starter for a playoff team anymore, but he battled admirably
in 2021 behind a team not at all set up to compete. His .912
save percentage climbed to its highest since Bernier arrived
in Detroit and his goals saved above average is better than
the likes of Jordan Binnington, Darcy Kuemper, Anton
Khudobin or either Penguins goalie.
28. Los Angeles Kings
A heck of a season from Dustin Brown, who matched his
goal total from last season in 22 fewer games. Drew
Doughty, perhaps partly motivated by Olympic roster
projection snubs, has pieced together a strong offensive
season himself, and is also top 20 in on-ice shots against per
60 minutes of 5-on-5 play. Cal Petersen taking over the No.
1 job pretty decisively also fits this ranking's criteria.
29. Anaheim Ducks
After scoring five goals in 29 games last season, 22-year-old
Max Comtois is Anaheim's leading goal- and point-getter —
a welcome development for a team in need of both offence
and a younger core to take over. Troy Terry, Sam Steel, Max
Jones, you're up next.
30. Columbus Blue Jackets
They maybe played over their heads a bit in the playoffs last
season, but the Blue Jackets made a reputation for being a
tough out, so seeing them so meekly fade has been
unexpected. It just got started off on the wrong foot in 2021,
with young centre Dubois asking for a trade, and then Laine
very unsurprisingly never seeming to settle under John
Tortorella. Centre became a serious shortcoming for the
team, culminating in a nine-game winless stretch this month
that maybe puts them in position to draft one again.
31. New Jersey Devils
It's hard to criticize or look too far into any underwhelming
performance from a player or team that has contracted
COVID this season because we don't know the lingering
effects, but it has been a surprise to see Mackenzie
Blackwood struggle to keep a save percentage above .900.
Following two strong years as a goalie on the rise, now we're
left with at least some question about what he is. Next
season will loom large.
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Future Watch 2021: The NHL's Top 10 Rising Prospects
It's been a strange and difficult year for player development,
but some youngsters have improved significantly year over
year regardless. Which NHL-affiliated prospects caught our
scouts' eyes the most?
By Matt Larkin
Future Watch 2021 is now available on newsstands and for
digital purchase (and free if you subscribe now), and it might
end up being a fascinating keepsake. There’s a chance it’ll
go down as the strangest edition of our annual ranking of
NHL farm systems and individual prospects.
The kids simply aren’t on equal footing this season thanks to
the COVID-19 pandemic. Some waited deep into the winter
to play AHL games. Those in Eastern and Western Canada
saw major-junior action, while OHL prospects didn't, with
some seeking action overseas or as underagers in the AHL.
It’s much tougher than normal to evaluate prospects’ futures
because so many are playing far fewer games than normal
and/or not playing where they’d normally play at their given
ages, and it’s possible the perceptions of their talent will
change drastically from this year to next as a result.
For now, though: we’re here to help. Before diving into our
top 10 rising prospects of the year, here’s a refresher on how
Future Watch gets made:
Future Watch is an annual special edition of The Hockey
News in which we (a) grade every NHL franchise’s pool of
21-and-younger talent, from players in the system to
youngsters on the NHL rosters and (b) rank the top 100
NHL-affiliated individual prospects, with “NHL-affiliated”
referring to all drafted or signed players in a team’s system.
A 2021 draft hopeful such as Owen Power doesn’t qualify as
he doesn’t have an NHL team yet.
How do we build these rankings? First, we work with NHL
team personnel representing almost every franchise and
come up with an updated list of each team’s top 10
prospects not yet in full-time NHL roles. That gives us 310
players. We deliver that group of 310 to a panel of scouts
and/or high-ranking team executives from around the NHL.
They rank all 310 players, and we blend the results to create
an individual list of our top 100 prospects.
The same scouting panel also looks at each franchise’s top
10, plus the franchise’s current NHLers aged 21 and
younger, and grades each franchise, helping us determine
top-31 rankings of the best development systems.
Why do the 21-and-younger NHLers count as part of a
team’s “farm”? Well, if a team’s youth development is so
effective that its young guns are jumping right to the NHL
while another franchise’s prospects marinate in the minors,
the team whose prospects are ahead of the curve should not
be “punished” in the rankings, should it? An NHL team wants
to have elite players aged 21 or younger if they’re ready.

Game-breaking kids like Brady Tkachuk and Jason
Robertson should count toward their team’s youth-crop
rankings given they are younger than many prospects.
So which Future Watch prospects have managed to impress
our scouts the most and climb in the rankings over the past
year? A few disclaimers to better understand the risers list:
(a) A player who fully graduated to the NHL since Future
Watch 2020 isn’t eligible for this list, as he’s not even ranked
in Future Watch 2021. Kirill Kaprizov, last year’s No. 4
overall prospect, is a prime example.
(b) Just because your favorite team’s prospect had a great
year doesn’t mean he’s an automatic riser. Take Trevor
Zegras, whom I’ve profiled in the Future Watch 2021
magazine. He’s our No. 1 overall prospect this year, but he
was No. 2 last year, meaning he only climbed one spot year
over year. This list is about players who made significant
developmental leaps.
(c) A player drafted in 2020 can’t qualify as a riser. So don’t
panic over not seeing Lucas Raymond or Cole Perfetti in
these rankings, for instance. They weren’t ranked at all in
2020, as they weren’t drafted yet, so they have no number to
rise from.
(d) The January start to the NHL season had a strange effect
on what defines a prospect. Our scouts turn their final ballots
in after the World Junior Championship each year, and the
NHL season is normally almost half finished by then. The
2020-21 campaign hadn’t even started by the time ballots
were submitted this year, meaning some youngsters with
yet-to-be-defined roles at the NHL level appeared as
“prospects,” most notably Robertson and Jake Oettinger in
Dallas. I’ve omitted them from the risers list for that reason.
On to the list!
1. CALEN ADDISON, D, MINNESOTA WILD (+32)
Last year: not ranked in top 100
This year: 69th
Last season’s Jason Zucker trade was Bill Guerin’s first as
Wild GM, and it’s aged well. The Pittsburgh Penguins gave
Minnesota a first-round pick, deferred to this season’s draft,
plus Addison, a player with whom Guerin was familiar
because he was the Penguins’ assistant GM until 2019.
Addison brings dynamic puck-moving talent to the table while
not being a liability in the defensive zone. He keeps being
promoted, and he keeps scoring – in major junior, the 2020
Canadian world junior squad and, this season, the AHL’s
Iowa Wild, where he picked up six goals and 18 points in 24
games. He ‘s even jumped up for three games of NHL duty.
The Wild feel his smarts and competitiveness more than
trump his below-average size at 5-foot-11 and 180 pounds.
2. JAKOB PELLETIER, LW, CALGARY FLAMES (+31)
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Last year: 74th
This year: 43rd

Last year: not ranked in top 100
This year: 81st

The Flames have too often been called out for listless play
this season. Pelletier, then, will soon provide a helpful tonic
in the form of tremendous character, competitiveness and
natural leadership skills. He can do a little bit of everything.
With shifty puck skills, a good shot and strong playmaking
ability, he’s a balanced offensive weapon worthy of his firstround draft status in 2019, but he handles any assignment
thrown at him, including shutdown duty for Canada at the
2021 WJC. Because he’s so versatile, he doesn’t have to
immediately play on a scoring line to make the Flames. It
wouldn’t be a surprise to see him break camp with them in
2021-22.

Predators fans already know what it’s like to see Roman Josi
take over games as puck-moving “rover” defenseman, and
Farrance has a similarly exciting skill set. He piled up 59
points in 45 games over his final two seasons at Boston
College and turned pro last month. He’s already gotten one
game of NHL experience. The long-term question is whether
he’ll be more of a one-way threat than a responsible two-way
defenseman, but his talent is undeniable.
7. JAMIESON REES, C, CAROLINA HURRICANES (+18)
Last year: not ranked in top 100
This year: 83rd

3. MATTHEW BOLDY, LW, MINNESOTA WILD (+26)
Last year: 47th
This year: 21st
The 2020 WJC snub from Team USA might be the best thing
that ever happened to Boldy. He heated up down the stretch
in his freshman year at Boston College, and he’s lit it up in
2020-21 wherever he plays. He averaged well north of a
point per game in his sophomore campaign at BC. He was a
crucial contributor on Team USA’s 2021 gold-medal squad at
the WJC with five goals in seven games. He’s transitioned
smoothly to the AHL, continuing to score at a premium rate.
He’s just a pure scorer wherever he plays, and it appears the
Wild got a steal when they picked him 12th overall in 2019.
4. JONATAN BERGGREN, RW, DETROIT RED WINGS
(+24)
Last year: 98th
This year: 74th
A fully healthy season has let Berggren spread his, er, wings
and show his true potential. He played more games in the
Swedish League this season than he had in the previous two
seasons combined, and he showed off some extremely slick
playmaking skills with Skelleftea, finishing second in the
league in assists. He’s a second-rounder from the 2018 draft
shaping up to deliver first-round value.
5. SCOTT PERUNOVICH, D, ST. LOUIS BLUES (+22)
Last year: 90th
This year: 68th
Perunovich will go the entire 2020-21 season without
playing, as he was on the Blues’ taxi squad and had seasonending shoulder surgery in February. So how did he rise year
over year? Well, he won a little award called the Hobey
Baker between Future Watch 2020 and Future Watch 2021,
adding to a loaded NCAA trophy case that includes two
national championships with Minnesota-Duluth. The Blues
have a template for him to follow in Torey Krug. That’s whom
they want and expect Perunovich to be: a gifted puck-mover
who plays with a snarl that belies his small build.
6. DAVID FARRANCE, D NASHVILLE PREDATORS (+20)

It’s strange to see a jump for a player projected to be a
checker and one who has spent time as a fourth-liner even in
the AHL, but Rees likely got a bump from our scouts
because his odds of making the NHL are so high. He plays
an intense, team-first game that makes him a perfect fit for
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour’s mentality. Rees has been
playing the wing and should become an effective bottomsixer in the NHL within the next couple years.
8. JEREMY SWAYMAN, G, BOSTON BRUINS (+17)
Last year: not ranked in top 100
This year: 84th
Even though he’s in the process of stealing the 1B
goaltending job from Jaroslav Halak in Boston as we speak,
Swayman still makes the list because he’s only seven games
into his NHL career. Igor Shesterkin made the list last year
under similar conditions. Swayman was technically a fourthstringer when the 2020-21 campaign started, but Tuukka
Rask hurt his back, Halak got COVID-19 and No. 3 Dan
Vladar was inconsistent. Swayman, who won the Mike
Richter Award in the NCAA and immediately looked
dominant in the AHL to start this season, kept the
momentum going. He’s been a revelation on a surging
Bruins team and, with Rask and Halak both UFAs this offseason, Swayman’s play will force GM Don Sweeney to
make some difficult decisions. Swayman's work ethic, quiet
technique and calm body language inspire confidence in his
teammates.
9. CAM YORK, D, PHILADELPHIA FLYERS (+17)
Last year: 49th
This year: 32nd
Projecting out the Flyers’ long-term core on defense: Ivan
Provorov leads the way, and it’s easy to picture Travis
Sanheim and Philippe Myers for years to come, but Shayne
Gostisbehere no longer feels locked into that future. York,
who captained Team USA to gold at the 2021 WJC, will
eventually become a crucial player in Philadelphia. Growing
up in Anaheim, he played youth hockey with Scott
Niedermayer as a coach, and the Flyers hope York matures
into similar player: slick with the puck but also tidy and
cerebral, limiting mistakes will still driving the play.
10. ARTHUR KALIYEV, LW, LOS ANGELES KINGS (+16)

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 30, 2021
Last year: 67th
This year: 51st
The world juniors’ influence on our scouting panels is always
present, but it was even more significant this year with the
hockey calendar not really launching until after the tourney.
So Kaliyev is the third member of the 2021 USA gold squad

to make the risers list. Goals are the name of his game
thanks to excellent shot. With Anze Kopitar locked up longterm, Gabe Vilardi entrenched as an NHLer and elite-level
prospects Quinton Byfield and Alex Turcotte in L.A.’s longterm plans, Kaliyev won’t have trouble finding someone to
pass him the puck. He needs to improve his play without the
puck, but he possesses a tantalizing ceiling.

Recap: Canes’ point streak hits nine with win over Red Wings
The Canes kicked off their five-game homestand in fine
fashion Thursday night.

Vincent Trocheck, but Johnathan Bernier came across and
got a pad to it.

By Andrew Schnittker
The Hurricanes may have struggled with the Detroit Red
Wings over the course of the season, but they finished their
season series with them on a high note Thursday night,
kicking off their five-game homestand with a 3-1 win.

In his first game back after a four-game absence in the
league’s concussion protocol, Skjei made his presence felt
with his third goal of the season about five minutes into the
second period. He jumped in from the point, hesitated to
open space in the slot and buried a wrister to make it 1-0
Canes.

The Canes extended their point streak to a season-high nine
games (6-0-3), and finished the season series with Detroit at
4-3-1.

Aho picked up an assist on Skjei’s goal to extend his point
streak to six games, and Teravainen picked up the other for
his first point since Feb. 19.

Carolina out shot Detroit 32-17 in this one. In his second
game back from a lengthy absence due to concussion
symptoms, Teuvo Teravianen notched a goal and an assist
for his 300th career point, Brady Skjei scored in his first
game back from a four-game absence in the concussion
protocol, Sebastian Aho notched two assists and Warren
Foegele also scored.

Carolina doubled its lead with six minutes and change left in
the second; Brett Pesce jumped in from the point and sent a
puck to Foegele in front of the net, who powered it past
Bernier to make it a 2-0 game.

James Reimer was solid in net, turning aside a few quality
chances and stopping 16 f 17Red Wings shots.
Detroit had the first grade-A chance of the game on a pointblank opportunity for Michael Ramsussen off the rush, but
his back-hand try rang the cross bar.
The Canes got the game’s first power play about five
minutes in and did just about everything but score, as they
held the offensive zone the entire time and got several good
looks but could not finish.
Carolina continued its strong first 10 minutes and got another
great chance to take the lead about eight minutes into the
game as Martin Necas fed a beautiful pass across the ice to

The Red Wings cut the Canes’ lead in half with about three
minutes left in the second; Jakub Vrana capitalized on an
Aho turnover on the blue line, turned on the Jets and roofed
a backhand over Reimer for a slick finish to make it 2-1.
Teravainen scored his first goal since returning about
halfway through the period, beating Bernier five hole in tight
to make it 3-1 Canes. The goal was his 300th career point.
That proved to be all the Canes needed to put Detroit away
in the teams’ final meeting of the season, as despite the
Wings pulling Bernier with over five minutes left, neither team
found another marker.
The Canes now have six games left in the regular season,
starting with the second of this homestand against the
Columbus Blue Jackets Saturday.
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They said it: Aho, Teravainen, Skjei, Brind’Amour on win over Red Wings
Rod Brind’Amour Teuvo Teravainen, Sebastian Aho and
Brady Skjei spoke to the media after a 3-1 win over the
Detroit Red Wings.
By Andrew Schnittker and Ryan Henkel
The Hurricanes extended their point streak to nine games
with a win over Detroit Thursday night. Teuvo Teravainen
had a goal and an assist for his 300th career point, Brady
Skjei scored and Sebastian Aho had two assists.
Skjei, Aho, Teravainen and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the
media after the victory, here’s a full breakdown of everything
they had to say.
Rod Brind’Amour
On injured players coming back: It was big. Obviously
[Teravainen] looks like he didn’t really miss a beat, so that’s
a really positive sign. It’s nice for him to get a goal, just I
think for his own confidence in coming back. And then Brady
had been out for a little while. He probably had a really rusty
period, but the whole team, which I expected. And then he
got his game going. So it’s good to see.
On deciding where to put Teuvo Teravainen when he came
back: I know he’s been working out and skating for a long,
long time. Where are you going to put him? Play him a few
minutes? No, he wants to play. I know from coming off
injuries, you get ready to play then put me back to what I was
doing. And that’s kind of what I felt. You monitor, you look at
him. He obviously was doing it right so he could handle it.
We still haven’t really upped his minutes on the penalty kill
yet, we’ll probably gradually work that in so he’s not
overwhelmed, but he can handle whatever we throw at him.
On Brett Pesce: He’s probably, you go around the league
and you talk about players that are underrated, I would say
he’s probably No. 1 on the list in my opinion. Just on his
value to our group and how he plays. You watch him every
night, you see it. But it gets overshadowed because of some
of the other players that we have, which is great that we talk
about other guys. But he really is as valuable on this team as
any of the guys.
On James Reimer: He had a lot of action in the first period.
That’s where he kept us in the game. We gave up three
grade-As in that, which we didn’t give up the rest of the
game, really. That could have been the difference in the
hockey game, really. I don’t know what we gave up after that,
but it was certainly nothing compared to the first. So that’s, to
me, what goalies have to do. Keep you in the game, make
the saves when we were kind of on our heels there and
allowed us to find our way.
On Teuvo Teravainen being competitive: He’s very, very
competitive. When the puck drops for game time, he’s as
competitive as anybody. I think he’d much rather play than
practice, but he’s very competitive.
On wanting to see him get back out there: I think he was sick
of working out. He wanted to play. I think he thinks the
games are easier than the practices and everything that
goes into getting ready to play. He’s a gamer, and it is

important for him to get in our lineup and get games under
his belt.
Brady Skjei
On how he feels returning from injury: I think after the first
period I started feeling good. I did not play that good in the
first. I think I turned it around in the second. Obviously the
goal helps, but yeah. It took a little time to settle. I think in the
second and third I got back to my game and started playing a
lot better.
On the timeline of going through protocol: After the hit, most
of it was in my eyes. That kind of went away a couple of days
later and I started to feel a lot better on that third and fourth
day. Kind of back to 100%. We were just being a little
cautious with the guys on the road. I was planning on joining
the guys once we got back. Wasn’t anything too serious, but
definitely got to be cautious with any kind of head injury like
that.
On sticking with his game went the offense wasn’t coming: I
think I’ve played long enough where I kind of know now that
I’ll get my chances and they’ll start going in the net. It was a
pretty long streak there to start the year, but I knew if I kept
playing my game, playing defense first and jumping in the
play when the opportunities came, I’ll be able to put a few in
the back of the net. I’ve been able to do that in the last
couple of games I’ve played.
On the unpredictability of concussions: Concussions are
definitely a scary thing. It’s just weird because your body
feels fine. Physically you’re all there, but the biggest part of
your body, your brain, is the thing you’ve got to let heal. Each
concussion is different. Some go by quick, some last a while.
You’ve got to be patient and you’ve got to wait till you feel
100%.
On his goal: I got my head up as fast as I could and I looked
to shoot and I saw him go down. I tried to move it a little bit
more to the inside. I really haven’t seen it so I don’t know if it
went through his legs or how it got through, but I think
whenever you can change the angle when you’re shooting,
you can throw goalies off and throw defenders off. That’s
what I tried doing there with that goal.
Sebastian Aho
On Teuvo Teravainen stepping back in and making an
impact: I’m sure it helps him a lot getting his confidence up
with the points and goals, but we all know it’s a lot more than
that too. He makes the right plays all over the ice and I knew
he was going to be fine.
On being patient with their game: We had some chances in
the first, but so did they. They had some chances and Reims
kept us in the game. We didn’t get frustrated in the first and
we just kept going and we took over in the second.
On the first game back from a long road trip being
notoriously difficult: Yeah I guess. I’ve experienced that
before coming from a long road trip. You just get home and
you might take that breath and next thing you know you’re in
one in the first game back home. That was for sure in our
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minds. We didn’t want to do that and wanted to be ready
from the start.
Teuvo Teravainen
On if he was looking for a pass before his goal: Always.
On if the connection between him and Aho helps coming off
a long absence: It’s good to play with him. It’s pretty easy.
We don’t really talk about anything too much, we just play
kind of naturally out there. It doesn’t really matter who I play
with, but especially now that I haven’t played in a long time
so it’s nice to have Aho with me there.

On if there’s any more layers to his game that he’s still
looking to get back to: Yeah, I played a couple of shifts on
the penalty kill today and pretty much all the stuff that I
usually do. Just try to make simple plays and try to be battle
ready. I don’t know, it’s just all the small things out there.
On if he felt better today than the first game back: Yeah, I
don’t know. Maybe a little better. I think I got a couple more
pucks today so that’s always good and being around the
puck a little more. Otherwise I felt fine in both games.
On if he felt 300 career NHL points came fast: I don’t know. I
feel like some guys do it in 100 games. It’s always nice to
reach a milestone so hopefully I can get a couple more

Wolves, AHL reveal playoff plans
American Hockey League President and Chief Executive
Officer Scott Howson announced today that due to league
COVID-19 protocols, the AHL will not be able to conduct
traditional Calder Cup Playoffs in 2021.
“While we are disappointed that we will not be able to award
the Calder Cup this spring, we are grateful to have been able
to provide a safe and competitive environment for more than
1,000 players to play AHL hockey and continue their
development,” Howson said. “We’re especially thankful for
the work done by our athletic trainers, COVID-19 officers and
other front-line workers to ensure the health and safety of all
of our players and staff throughout the league.”
With the Calder Cup no longer a consideration for this
shortened season, the Wolves and the other Central Division
teams are focused on capturing the Sam Pollock Trophy that
goes to the squad with the best regular-season points
percentage.

The Wolves have paced the division in this regard since Day
1 and carry a .729 points percentage (16-5-1-2) into tonight’s
game at third-place Grand Rapids (.614). The Cleveland
Monsters rank second in the division with a .643 mark. If
head coach Ryan Warsofsky’s Wolves stay on top through
the final game on May 15, then the organization will earn its
fourth Central Division crown in the last five years.
The AHL also announced the start and end dates for the
2021-22 regular season. Teams will play their openers as
soon as Friday, Oct. 15, with the season’s final day slated for
Sunday, April 24.
The Wolves have nine regular-season games remaining and
all can be found on AHLTV.com. The league recently offered
fans a midseason price drop on subscription packages.
Chicago hosts the Iowa Wild at 7 p.m. Friday in the team’s
first home game since April 3 at the Wolves Training Facility
in Hoffman Estates.
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Wolves finish trip in style
Lajoie's career-high-tying 3-point night features highlight-reel
pass
The Chicago Wolves capped an eight-game, 23-day road trip
with a 4-2 victory over the Grand Rapids Griffins on
Thursday night at Van Andel Arena.
Forwards Anthony Richard, Phil Tomasino and David Cotton
and defenseman Max Lajoie scored for the Wolves (17-5-12), who moved two points closer to clinching the AHL’s
Central Division title.
Lajoie and center Tommy Novak added two assists apiece
while goaltender Connor Ingram (1-2-1) rejected 29 shots to
earn his first win in a Chicago uniform.
The Wolves broke on top 5:05 into the game with Richard’s
short-handed goal. Lajoie collected the puck deep in the
defensive zone and lobbed a backhand ahead to set up a
breakaway for Richard, who deked goaltender Pat Nagle to
score his fourth goal in the last three games.
Chicago pushed its lead to 2-0 at 6:18 of the second on
Tomasino’s goal set up by Cotton’s hustle. He spied the puck
resting behind Grand Rapids’ net, blasted between two

Griffins to secure possession, flipped it to Novak and then
watched as Novak’s short pass set up Tomasino’s shot into
an open net.
Grand Rapids (12-8-3-0) responded with Kris Criscuolo’s
power-play goal at 9:58 to cut the margin to 2-1, but the
Wolves regained their two-goal lead thanks to an odd-man
rush led by Novak. He connected with Lajoie racing down the
slot, then Lajoie dished a no-look pass between his legs to
Cotton for a quick snap from the right circle.
The Griffins again closed within a goal on defenseman Joe
Hicketts’ blast with 23 seconds left in the second period.
The score remained 3-2 until the final minute of the game.
Grand Rapids removed Nagle (5-5-0) in favor of an extra
attacker, but Lajoie seized a puck in front of Ingram and
wristed it 180 feet into the heart of the net for the 4-2 final
margin.
Chicago hosts the Iowa Wild at 7 p.m. Friday for their first
game at the Wolves Training Facility in Hoffman Estates
since April 3. To watch all the action, go to AHLTV.com.

TODAY’S LINKS
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251003829.html
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251036149.html
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-best-red-wings/c-324175114
https://www.nhl.com/news/detroit-red-wings-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-323714686
https://apnews.com/article/jonathan-bernier-sebastian-aho-carolina-hurricanes-warren-foegele-nhl-74fb827d24222dfa44b29dfbecf67e22
https://www.espn.com/nhl/insider/story/_/id/31359304/nhl-experts-predict-sleeper-playoff-teams-presidents-trophy-winner-more
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/jaromir-jagr-49-plans-continue-career-believe-still/
https://www.si.com/hockey/news/future-watch-2021-the-nhls-top-10-rising-prospects
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/29/22411032/carolina-hurricanes-detroit-red-wings-teuvo-teravainen-sebastian-aho-warren-foegele
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/4/29/22411070/they-said-it-aho-teravainen-skjei-brindamour-on-win-over-red-wings
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/04/29/wolves-ahl-reveal-playoff-plans/
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/04/29/wolves-finish-trip-in-style/
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following a concussion before returning to the lineup Tuesday against
Dallas.

Teravainen stars as Hurricanes open homestand with 3-1 win over Red
Wings

“Turbo looks like he didn’t miss a beat so that’s a real positive sign,” the
Canes’ Rod Brind’Amour said after his 200th game as head coach. “It
was important for him to get in the lineup and get games under his belt.”

BY CHIP ALEXANDER

The Canes finished 4-3-1 against the Wings, and a 3-1 loss to Detroit on
April 12 at PNC Arena was called “gross” by Brind’Amour. Teravainen
missed that one. He was back Thursday and was named the game’s first
star.

APRIL 29, 2021 06:37 PM

On paper, it has been hard to figure. On the ice, not so much.

Brady Skjei doesn’t score a lot of goals and hadn’t played in a while, but
the defenseman had the game’s first goal and the Canes led 2-1 after the
second period.

The Carolina Hurricanes have set up shop near the top of the Central
Division much of the season while the Detroit Red Wings have had
injuries and struggled. But the Wings had given the Canes as much
trouble, and losses, as any team in the division.

Warren Foegele made it 2-0, punching the puck past goalie Jonathan
Bernier after a pass from Brett Pesce. Foegele’s 10th of the season
came at 13:39 of the second.

The Canes turned back the Wings 3-1 Thursday at PNC Arena,
beginning a five-game homestand with a win, but had to take care of all
the details to get the job done.

The Wings then made it a 2-1 game late in the period on a terrific move
by Jakub Vrana. After a Canes turnover by Sebastian Aho, the former
Caps forward went forehand to backhand and lifted the puck past James
Reimer for his 17th of the season.

Teuvo Teravainen scored his first goal since Feb. 15 and added an
assist, and goalie James Reimer had 16 saves to earn his first win since
April 1 as the Canes (33-10-7) moved to 73 points after their last game
this season against the Wings (17-26-9).
Defenseman Brady Skjei and forward Warren Foegele had secondperiod goals, and Teravainen scored in the third after first forcing a
Wings turnover. Having assisted on Skjei’s score, Teravainen’s goal was
his 300th career NHL point.
“I’m sure it helps him a lot to get the confidence up with the points and
goal,” said Canes center Sebastian Aho, who had two assists. “But we all
know it’s a lot more than that, too. He makes the right plays all over the
ice, and I knew he was going to be fine.”
After a scoreless first period, Skjei scored from the slot and Foegele
banged in a shot in front for his 10th goal of the season and 2-0 lead.
“We had some chances in the first and so did they, and ‘Reims’ kept us
in the game,” Aho said. “We didn’t get frustrated in the first and we kept
going, and we took over in the second.”
But the Red Wings, missing injured Dylan Larkin and with Adam Erne on
the NHL COVID protocol list, again made things interesting against the
Canes.
Forward Jakub Vrana, traded to Detroit this season by the Washington
Capitals, hurt his former Metro Division rival with his 17th goal late in the
second period to make it a 2-1 game.
After managing six shots in the first period, the Canes had 16 in the
second and kept the puck in the Wings’ zone much of the period. The
Canes didn’t back off physically in the third. Jordan Staal flattened one
player, and Aho put a big hit on Michael Rasmussen in front of the
benches.
Aho then set up Teravainen with a backhander and Teravainen beat
goalie Jonathan Bernier short side with a quick release. It was the third
goal of the season for the Finnish winger, who missed 32 of 33 games

Skjei, returning to the lineup after a concussion, started to shoot at the
top of the slot. Noticing Vladislav Namestnikov going down on one knee
to try and block the shot, Skjei took a stride to his right and let the shot
go.
Aho and Teuvo Teravainen assisted on Skjei’s third of the season, which
came at 4:40 of the second.
The Canes and Wings put in the first 20 minutes and the best players on
the ice might have been the two goalies, James Reimer of the Canes and
Jonathan Bernier of Detroit.
The Canes weren’t lacking for good offensive chances but had a hard
time putting shots on net and got nothing in the net. The Canes had six
shots on goal, 10 shots blocked and six that missed the net.
The Canes appeared dangerous on the only power play of the first after
Wings defenseman Marc Staal was called for high-sticking. The Canes
moved the puck crisply and found shooting lanes. They finished the two
minutes feeling it was a good-looking power play. The problem: they did
not have a shot on net.
Reimer made eight saves in the period. He denied Joe Veleno, a rookie
playing his second game, late in the period after Veleno sped past
defenseman Brady Skjei into the zone.
The Canes had 10 scoring chances in the first but only one high-danger
chance (naturalstattrick.com).
Some personal milestones will be reached Thursday as the Hurricanes
host the Red Wings at PNC Arena:
Rod Brind’Amour will mark his 200th game as head coach and Andrei
Svechnikovwill play his 200th NHL game. Defenseman Brett Pesce will
be playing No. 400.
“I think when I played I thought coaching was like, ‘How hard can it be?’ ”
Brind’Amour said Thursday morning. “That’s what I thought. And in doing
this for a while you realize there’s a lot.”
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Brind’Amour has done it well. He goes into No. 200 with a 116-64-19
overall record and is the first Hurricanes coach since the franchise
relocated in 1997 to lead his team to three consecutive playoff berths. He
should be a strong candidate to win the Jack Adams Award as the NHL’s
Coach of the Year.
One reason for his success and the Canes’ success came in having the
No. 2 pick in the 2018 NHL draft. On April 29, 2018, the Canes were the
biggest winner in the NHL draft lottery, jumping from 11th to second.
They used the good fortune and the pick to take Svechnikov, who was in
the Canes’ lineup at 18 and has provided some dynamic play on the
wing.
Svechnikov has 57 goals and 134 total points in his first 199 games, with
13 goals and 36 points this season. He also has 158 penalty minutes,
many on stick infractions that Brind’Amour has tried to wean out of his
game.
“The NHL game is a hard game, especially coming from his background,”
Brind’Amour said. “I really think he wasn’t taught a lot about the awayfrom-the-puck game, because he’s had the puck his whole life. So it’s
really just that patience. Stay patient and it’s an every-day process
toward trying to get better.”
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The “numbers” being respectable offensive numbers. Staal has those. In
47 games, he has 16 goals and 21 assists. The two power-play goals he
scored Tuesday gave him seven for the season and he has 13 powerplay points.
Other numbers even more important: the Canes are 32-10-7 and have 71
points, second only to Vegas (72) in the NHL.
“Obviously I’m happy where I’m at and where the team’s at,” Staal said.
“Contributing on both sides of the puck is what I’ve always wanted to do
and this year the puck has been going in, which is nice. I’m getting the
opportunity on the power play.
“It’s been a fun season. But I’m just going to finish off these games, and
we’ll worry about that down the road.”
The Selke has the feel of a “round-up-the-usual-suspects” kind of award
in its voting. Patrice Bergeron of the Boston Bruins has won it four times.
Sean Couturier of the Philadelphia Flyers won it in 2020 and Bergeron
was second. Jonathan Toews of the Chicago Blackhawks and Anze
Kopitar of the Los Angeles Kings have won it.
“I think you have to be a two-way player, a guy that plays at the end of
the games both ways, when you’re up a goal and down a goal,”
Brind’Amour said last week. “Those are the guys that I think you should
consider.

1210950 Carolina Hurricanes

“They’re obviously counted on to provide offense but they’re the guys
that you count on when you need to defend. Those are the guys that, in
my mind, deserve those awards.”

Is this the season Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal wins the Selke
Trophy?

Staal finished 14th in the Selke voting in 2020, with two second-place
votes. He was third in 2009-10 with the Pittsburgh Penguins, but has
been no higher than ninth (2016-17) since being traded to the Canes in
2012.

BY CHIP ALEXANDER
APRIL 29, 2021 11:52 AM

The Carolina Hurricanes were beating the Dallas Stars and Jordan Staal
was scoring goals, knocking people around, winning puck battles and
generally being the biggest man on the ice Tuesday when Justin Williams
took to Twitter:
“J. Staal for Selke.”
That’s what the former Canes captain, now retired, tweeted about the
current Canes captain.
After the game, after the Canes finished off a six-game road trip with a
solid 5-1 win, Staal was told of Williams’ social media missive. The
center, who loathes talking about himself, shrugged it off.
“Willy’s biased,” he said, smiling.
Maybe, but the point still stands. In what has become a special,
memorable season, in a year in which he has played his 1,000th career
game, Staal could be in heavy consideration for the Frank J. Selke
Trophy.
The annual award, selected by the Professional Hockey Writers’
Association, is given to the “forward who best excels in the defensive
aspects of the game.” It’s named for the former general manager of the
Toronto Maple Leafs and Montreal Canadiens, and has been awarded
since 1977-78.
Only one Hurricanes player has won it and he did it twice -- Rod
Brind’Amour. The Canes coach is biased, too, and if he had a vote Staal
would get it
“Obviously,” Brind’Amour said Tuesday. “I’ve been saying this for a long
time. I think you do have to have the numbers, and I get that. Clearly he
does. Hopefully, he’ll get his due.”

“Ask around the league and the top offensive centers who are counted
on, and when they have to face off against Jordan they know it’s going to
be a tough night,” said Eric Staal, Jordan’s oldest brother and a former
Canes captain now with the Montreal Canadiens. “It’s always
competitive, always a battle. You have to work for every inch of ice.”
But the Canes weren’t making the playoffs those years and Staal’s
numbers were modest. While Brind’Amour could watch Staal daily, first
as a Canes assistant coach and the past three years as head coach, but
many missed the hard 200-foot work Staal was putting in and looking too
much at the numbers.
In 2015-16, Staal played 82 games, had 20 goals and 48 points, and had
six power-play goals. He was among the NHL leaders in faceoff
percentage, as he has been and is again this season.
But the Canes, with Bill Peters as coach, had a 36-31-15 record. Staal
was 13th in the Selke voting as Kopitar won.
Williams, now an adviser to Canes president and general manger Don
Waddell, once played with Kopitar, won Stanley Cups with Kopitar and
realizes his value and contributions to that team and franchise. He has
the same feelings about Staal, who succeeded him as captain last
season -- and made it known Tuesday night in his short, succinct tweet.
In the Canes’ 4-3 overtime loss Monday to the Stars, Dallas captain
Jamie Benn had the OT winner and three assists. As Staal said, “He got
the best of me.”
Staal’s response was to set a physical tone with an early hit on Benn,
then score the game’s first goal on the power play. His second goal gave
the Canes a 3-0 lead in the second period and his setup pass to Nino
Niederreiter led to another goal and 5-1 lead in the third.
“He scored today a couple of goals but I think his effort level and
commitment and the way he grinds out there, it’s every night,” said
Canes center Sebastian Aho, who had a goal and two assists. “He never
changes. It’s just effort.
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“Obviously it’s very nice to see him score, but there’s a lot of things. He’s
our captain. He’s a successful player and has spent a long time in this
league.”
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You have three rounds in the ring against Tripp Tracy. You each get to
choose a weapon. What weapon do you choose and who wins? Same
question but with Shane Trillis and Abby Labardown? — Andrew M.
I’m bringing LabarDown into a ring full of dirty dishes. She will simply get
stressed out and distracted and wash them all and then I will attack.
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Shane is the only one who genuinely scares me in this situation. If that
man has a weakness, I have never seen it.

Hurricanes playoff predictions, Alex Nedeljkovic’s RFA status explained,
injuries: Bag of Jerks

Those of us in the North will begin paying closer attention to the Canes
come playoff time. What should we keep an eye on in Carolina? (Other
than your excellent and funny writing, cheers) — Julian B.
Cheers, Julian!

Well, folks, the Hurricanes became the first team in the Central Division
to clinch a playoff berth Monday night, and we’ve entered a strange new
world in which they’re the ones waiting on an opponent.

A subscriber actually responded to this question in the mailbag saying,
“Backcheck, forecheck and Trocheck,” and I couldn’t have said it better
myself. The true danger of this team is in the reliability of its depth. Of
course, you have your point-per-game Sebastian Aho, your elusive
Martin Necas, your equal parts competitive and clutch Vincent Trocheck,
your rookie goalie full of promise in Alex Nedeljkovic and your heating-up
Andrei Svechnikov, but everything this team does starts with strong
defense.

They just so happened to score five goals vs. Dallas the night after
clinching, proving they aren’t just going to coast into the postseason.
Was this a pressure-off-type situation?

This has always been an extremely dangerous team at even strength,
but now you also have the league-best 27.7 power-play percentage and
No. 3 84.3 penalty-kill percentage.

“I don’t know,” captain Jordan Staal said after scoring two goals. “I don’t
think it really changed a ton. I think we just had some better jump and
guys were sharper tonight than the previous night. And vice versa for
their team. It was nice to see that ‘x’ beside our name in the standings,
but I don’t think it changed a ton to the start of this game.”

There’s not one specific thing you can point to as a far-and-away No. 1
reason for this team’s success except for collective resiliency, and that’s
why I like their odds for a deep playoff run.

By Sara Civian
Apr 29, 2021

If nothing else, it fired up an old friend …
Let’s reflect on the majority of the regular season and look ahead to the
playoffs in this month’s Bag of Jerks.
I love the “next man up” philosophy, but at some point, you run out of toplevel talent to go far in the playoffs. Have the Hurricanes been especially
decimated with injuries this year compared to the league as a whole, or
has everyone consistently had an entire top line’s worth of talent on the
IL? — Nathan J.
I raise you one Max McCormick in the middle of a two-game goal streak,
and hey, the one and only Morgan Geekie seems to be heating up at the
right time.
In all seriousness, you obviously raise a valid question, but the
Hurricanes are definitely NOT alone in this aspect this season, and the
leaguewide injury bug was always a threat during such a condensed
schedule.
Take the Canes’ most recent opponent, Dallas, for example. They’re out
No. 1 goalie Ben Bishop, star center Tyler Seguin and forward Alexander
Radulov for the season, among others. Roope Hintz is also nursing
something and even though he’s always great, you can tell he isn’t 100
percent in his skating.
“He’d been hinting at (returning),” head coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I
talked to him yesterday and he kind of said, ‘Well, let’s see how I do in
the morning.’ He skated by himself, really, and then gave us the thumbs
up. Obviously, that’s huge for us. I thought he was good. Obviously, he
had the one little gaffe there that I’m sure he’d like to have back. But
other than that, I thought as long as he was out, he was good.”
The Hurricanes haven’t had it easy, and yeah, there are a few teams
around the league that have had to deal with less injury adversity this
season, but it’s generally been worse than usual for most of the NHL.
And you can bet there are dozens of players playing through minor
injuries that might’ve sidelined them in a normal situation.

What is your bold prediction for most surprising Canes player of the
playoffs? — Stephanie H.
Well, maybe McCormick just needed to actually get in one (1) hockey
game to be this guy, eh?
Maybe “surprising” isn’t the right word for this, but I have a feeling
Svechnikov is going to have a great playoff run after his trials and
tribulations this season. He’s had a pretty strong past three games with
confident play and four assists. I just have a feeling that overcoming this
regular season will give him a new sense of maturity and confidence.
He’s been “fighting it” a lot this season and that’ll make you stronger
eventually — if you let it.
Canes win the Cup! Jordan Staal snatches it from Bettman in honor of
RB’A and screams as the crowd goes wild. He looks at his teammates
and signals for a player to skate to him for the first handoff of the Stanley
Cup. That player is …? — Peter W.
Interesting potential scenario here. Barring unusual circumstances, this
will usually be the most veteran player without a Cup, and James Reimer
has meant a lot to this team regardless of how many games he may or
may not play this postseason. There are not many “veteran” players on
this team other than Reimer and Staal at this point. I’m guessing it will be
Reimer.
Do you think the Hurricanes could re-sign Petr Mrazek and Nedeljkovic?
If not, which one will they choose? — Taylor W.
Please explain the league rule/nuances affecting Ned, regarding how
many remaining starts in net he needs for the Canes to make him an
RFA? — Jeff T.
These questions tie into each other, and my short answer for the first
question is, “Yes, they will be able to,” because of the long answer to the
second question.
Nedeljkovic is in a relatively unique situation because of his age-toprofessional minutes/NHL-minutes-played ratio and his expiring contract
extension. As a 25-year-old goalie who has completed at least three
professional seasons (consisting of at least 11 games while 18/19 years
old and/or at least one game while 20 or older), he will become what is
called a Group 6 Unrestricted Free Agent if he doesn’t have at least 27
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NHL games with at least 30 minutes logged in each by the end of the
season. (The usual number is 28, but the condensed regular season
changed that — additionally, it now includes the slide year.) So, he will
need to play at least 30 minutes in two more NHL games (playoff games
count!) to stay under the Hurricanes’ control as a restricted free agent.
Considering his consistently strong play this season — especially of late
— this is an incredibly easy decision for the Hurricanes and will get done.
And there’s no reason in my mind (other than potentially money, but they
should figure it out) why they couldn’t sign both Mrazek and Nedeljkovic
in this situation and let their play decide who is the “No. 1” goalie.
Besides, they can potentially expose Jeremy Helvig in the expansion
draft.
In my opinion, Petr is too brittle to even be a reliable backup for Ned next
year. What are the odds we target a washed-up starter (like McBackup a
few years back) to be a 1B for Ned next year? — Matthew N.
Well, Matthew, he isn’t a gingerbread cookie! I know he’s had some bad
luck with injuries this season, but watch that video of the collision with
McCormick again. I don’t think we can blame Mrazek or his thumb for
needing surgery.
Then we have to think about everything we just discussed as Mrazek is
currently dealing with a minor lower-body tweak. Why not let Nedeljkovic
get in these games and avoid Group 6 UFA status?
Plus, Brind’Amour has said that Mrazek actually could play if he had to
right now, but since the Canes have the luxury of Nedeljkovic’s breakout
season and Reimer as extra backup, they haven’t had to rush him back.
I’d also assume they’re trying to make sure Mrazek is 5,000 percent
ready to go for the playoffs.
Perks of clinching with a few weeks left in the regular season?
I’m currently on team “Sign Mrazek and Nedeljkovic next season.”
When are people around the league going to start to acknowledge Ned?
Like, I get it that he won’t possibly win the Calder, but he could get a
mention, right? Is he a legitimately good goalie, or are there still too few
games and too many unknowns? — Emily L.
I basically agree with your premise here. He definitely deserves a
mention, but as you said, he’s played too few games to make a serious
run at it. The fact that it’s only a regular-season award makes even less
of a case for it, though, and the Hurricanes’ defense is so darn good that
compared with the too few games, someone like Kirill Kaprizov, who is
elevating his linemates, gets an edge.

The Hurricanes acquired Paquette specifically for the playoff experience
and grit for, well, for the playoffs.
And finally, Craig, look me straight in the eyes and tell me you think
Brind’Amour would bench McGinn in the playoffs.
This is a good problem — too many (good) men, and not the penalty. It’s
incredibly rare, if not impossible, that a team survives a playoff run
uninjured, especially this season full of tensions flaring. You need guys
like Lorentz and McCormick, who are almost too good to sit out, to be
able to jump in when needed and not just tread water but potentially
make an impact.
How important is the one seed to RB’A? Feels like the Mrazek move,
along with others, is a tacit acknowledgment that the best record isn’t
worth have a pile of injured bodies once the playoffs begin. — Al H.
It’s a fine line, but after clinching, Brind’Amour said the approach doesn’t
change drastically, and the Canes are still going to try to win every game.
They proved that with five goals and dominance the next evening.
Seeding should not be slept on in one of the toughest divisions in the
league, but the Canes have the luxury of so much depth that they can
afford to rest certain pieces at a time in their quest for the No. 1 seed.
You prioritize health over everything going into the playoffs, but I must
admit the decision to keep three goalies on the roster is looking better
and better.
What do you see as the team’s current weaknesses as the season gets
closer to playoffs? Obviously, the Canes are very good top to bottom, but
are there any lingering issues (other than “playing the Red Wings”) that
stand out at this point? — Blake A.
Everyone take this moment to take a very deep sigh of relief, for we don’t
know much, but we do know the Carolina Hurricanes will not have to play
the Detroit Red Wings in the playoffs.
If you’re interested in a longer version of this, I just wrote a story
including five of the biggest looming questions. Among them: What will
Teravainen look like in his return? He looked fine to me in his 16:32 of ice
time Tuesday night, but we’ll need a few more games to properly
evaluate that. Will Svechnikov turn on the jets? Is a three-goalie rotation
too crowded? Who is the best opponent?
Since the Hurricanes are such a complete team, I think the biggest
concern will end up being something to do with the potential matchup.
We’ll be able to dive deeper into what the opponent will expose about the
Hurricanes once we know who it is.

You might enjoy this week’s article from our Dom Luszczyszyn that has
Nedeljkovic very high in the Calder race.

It’s a copycat league, so after the Canes win the Cup, what part of the
Carolina process is everyone going to try to rip off? — Brant G.

Regardless of awards, I think it’s safe to say he’s a legitimately good
goalie at this point. He’s had to prove himself over and over and he rarely
fails a test.

The Storm Surge, duh.

Has Rod ever explained why he likes two defensemen on the second
power-play unit? Feel like Jake Gardiner or Jake Bean could run it by
himself. — Owen A.
I honestly just think the Canes have a lot of high-scoring defensemen,
and why not put the potential high-scorers and known power-play guys
on the power play? Simple as that.
If everyone is back and healthy, you can’t sit Steven Lorentz, can you?
So, who sits: Warren Foegele, Brock McGinn or Cedric Paquette? —
Craig T.
As difficult as it will be to rip a smile off Lorentz’s face, yes, you can sit
him, especially knowing Foegele’s ability to elevate in the playoffs.
Speaking of Foegele, I’ve been loving his play next to Staal, and I’d like
to see that line combination continue. Sometimes I feel like Foegele
bounces around the lineup so much that he doesn’t really get a chance to
get comfortable. A player like him can grind on the forecheck super fast
to complement Staal in the “difficult to play against” realm.

In all seriousness, maybe half of the NHL teams right now need to take a
look at the Hurricanes’ coaching approach and change their philosophies
and/or hiring approaches. I’ve been saying this for two years at this point
— Brind’Amour knows how to get through to millennials and Gen Z
without being a complete pushover. He works with the players’ strengths
and customizes his strategy accordingly instead of trying to force guys
into the older ways of thinking. He respects and seeks to understand
differences instead of writing younger people off.
Hello Sara,
How do you intend to break my heart with this Bag of Jerks? Promising a
kabuki-like series of posts only to stop after the 37th act? Refusing to
answer my totally rational and completely reasonable question about how
best to impress the Marley Drug woman? Letting Stormy co-write it?
Continuing to offer no update whatsoever about how the ducks have
fared during the pandemic?
The mind boggles at the possibilities … — Keith R.
I have been Stormy the whole time.
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defer to (Kekalainen) and get information from him and (goaltending
coach Manny Legace). But I don’t want ‘Kivi’ forgotten here because of
the potential of Tarasov coming here and now the injury and there’s an
opening.”
Bound for Beijing

Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella says Andrew Peeke is sitting to
protect his confidence

Brian Hedger

The Finnish Ice Hockey Association announced Wednesday that
Kekalainen will be Finland’s assistant GM for the 2022 Beijing Olympics.
It’s the third time the Blue Jackets’ GM has helped his country in that
capacity. He was also Finland's assistant GM for the 2016 World Cup of
Hockey and 2014 Sochi Olympics.

The Columbus Dispatch

“I believe we can do something special with the strong group we will be
able to put together,” Kekalainen said.

Andrew Peeke (2) of the Blue Jackets defends against Dallas forward
Roope Hintz in an April 17 game.

Columbus Dispatch LOADED: 04.30.2021

This is a time of evaluation for the Blue Jackets. But not for Andrew
Peeke. At least, not in games.

1210972 Columbus Blue Jackets

Peeke, a 23-year-old defenseman with 31 games of NHL experience,
hasn’t played the past four games as a healthy scratch. He was the Blue
Jackets’ second-round pick in the 2016 draft after excelling in college at
Notre Dame.

Laine, Bjorkstrand boost Blue Jackets' shootout success, but OT remains
an issue

“I thought he looked a little overwhelmed when he was playing and those
are the things we have to talk about,” said coach John Tortorella, who is
consulting with assistant Brad Shaw and general manager Jarmo
Kekalainen on a plan for Peeke. “I don’t want to hurt his development to
continually trot him out there and have him struggle.”

Brian Hedger

Before being scratched, Peeke played the first three games of a sixgame road trip that concluded Sunday in Tampa. His one assist and a
minus-2 rating in that span don’t indicate that he was overmatched, but
stats aren’t everything. Tortorella and Shaw didn’t like what they saw out
of the young defenseman and don’t want to ruin his confidence.

The Columbus Dispatch

Blue Jackets right wing Patrik Laine scores on Detroit goaltender
Thomas Greiss during a shootout Tuesday. Laine is 11-for-22 in
shootouts in his career.
The Blue Jackets’ offense hasn’t been the same since Artemi Panarin
left, but the “Bread man’s” absence looms largest in two sore spots.

Peeke has three assists and is minus-5 in nine games overall, which is
not much activity for a player who went nearly a full calendar year without
playing in a game because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Shaw went over
some things with him Tuesday before a game against Detroit, and
Tortorella hopes to play Peeke again before the end of the season.

They’ve struggled in 3-on-3 overtime periods and shootouts since
Panarin spurned them to sign with the New York Rangers, and the Blue
Jackets’ fortunes have reflected his departure the past two seasons.
They barely qualified for the playoffs last season and this year is now a
lost cause.

For the time being, at least, Gavin Bayreuther and Mikko Lehtonen are
getting evaluation time ahead of Peeke. Bayreuther, 26, has played the
past five games and has NHL 19 games. Lehtonen, 27, has played six
games in a row and 14 of the 15. He's also in his first NHL season

Each could’ve played out differently had the Jackets not dropped so
sharply beyond regulation time — unable to gain the additional standings
point while going just 13-25 combined in overtimes and shootouts in two
seasons without Panarin. In the two seasons he was in Columbus, that
mark was 25-11, almost the exact opposite.

As for Peeke, he would have been re-assigned to the Cleveland
Monsters, but the NHL’s limit of four minor-league recalls after the trade
deadline is keeping him in Columbus.

News:Blue Jackets' GM Jarmo Kekalainen to help Finland at 2022
Beijing Olympics

“There’s a lot of things that come into that,” Tortorella said. “It’s not just
saying, ‘Well, he’s supposed to be (a second-round pick).’ I don’t want to
hear it. I want to watch him play and I don’t want to hurt the kid by
continuing to put him out there when there’s some struggles. So, we’ll
see how we navigate through the rest of the year.”
New goalie plan
Joonas Korpisalo’s season-ending injury has created a goaltending
vacancy the Jackets are figuring out how to fill. Elvis Merzlikins probably
won’t start all five remaining games, especially with a busy final week,
and there are two interesting options to pick up games he doesn’t play.
Matiss Kivlenieks, who handled the backup role Tuesday, is one of them.
He impressed Tortorella in his NHL debut last season, but touted
prospect Daniil Tarasov also is on the Jackets’ taxi squad.
“I hear tremendous things about Tarasov,” Tortorella said of the Russian,
the Jackets’ third-round pick in 2017. “I think there’s a little bit of merit
that comes into this also, when you have an injury, but I also have to

Outside of adding high-end talent in the offseason, there doesn’t appear
to be a quick fix .
“It comes down to, I think, a little bit of personnel,” said coach John
Tortorella, who is adamant that practicing 3-on-3s on a full sheet isn’t the
answer. “There’s not a lot of set plays in a 3-on-3. It is a little bit of
instinctive play with offensive people trying to make plays, trying to beat
the man-on-man defense, stuff like that. So, it’s a hard question for me to
answer.”
The solution is likely tied to Panarin and players like him. The dynamic
Russian forward is perfectly suited to 3-on-3 hockey because of his elite
stickhandling, skating, vision, shot and endurance — often staying on the
ice for long stretches of overtimes while in Columbus.
“When we had ‘Bread,’ he was a one-man wrecking crew,” Tortorella said
of Panarin. “He would just do it himself, so that’s where it really comes
down to the offensive people exploiting the other team when they have
an opportunity.”
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Panarin and Seth Jones headlined Tortorella’s usual cast of players for
3-on-3 OTs. Others included Cam Atkinson, Alexander Wennberg, Josh
Anderson, Pierre-Luc Dubois, Brandon Dubinsky, Boone Jenner and
Zach Werenski.
Only Jones, Atkinson, Jenner and Werenski remain in Columbus.
Dubinsky is on long-term injured reserve, and Werenski and Jenner are
out with season-ending injuries. The past two years, without Panarin, it’s
been a mixed bag.
Gustav Nyquist got some 3-on-3 time last year, but he has missed the
entire season after shoulder surgery in November. Former captain Nick
Foligno became a regular, too, but was dealt to the Toronto Maple Leafs
earlier this month. Tortorella has also used Patrik Laine, Oliver
Bjorkstrand, Jack Roslovic, Max Domi, Alexandre Texier and even
speedy rookie Liam Foudy in OT on Tuesday, when the Jackets ended a
nine-game winless streak with a 1-0 shootout win against the Detroit Red
Wings.
News:After season-ending injury, Blue Jackets' goaltender Korpisalo
faces uncertain offseason
Elvis Merzlikins made five overtime saves to force the shootout, where
he made an additional two, but neither he nor Joonas Korpisalo have
succeeded beyond regulation with the same regularity as former Blue
Jackets goalie Sergei Bobrovsky, now a Florida Panther.
The bright side is the Jackets’ improvement in shootouts thus far,
especially after the arrival of Laine in a Jan. 23 blockbuster deal that sent
Dubois to the Winnipeg Jets. The towering Finnish forward is struggling
to make a positive impact during regulation and overtime periods, but
shootouts are a different story.
He’s 2-for-4, including a slick five-hole goal to lead off Tuesday’s
shootout against Detroit’s Thomas Greiss, and is 11-for-22 (50%) in his
five-year NHL career. Asked if he enjoys shootouts, Laine smirked and
scoffed.
“Yeah, well ... who doesn’t?” he said. “I think they are great opportunities
to get your team closer to the win and, me personally, I always enjoy
those moments when I get the opportunity to go.”
Takeaways:A goalie duel, Elvis Merzlikins was everywhere and the Blue
Jackets finally won
Bjorkstrand also scored in the third round of the shootout against Detroit,
using a wrist shot to end it in the top half of the third round, and that
bumped the Jackets’ record to 3-3 in shootouts. They went 0-4 last year.
Now the Jackets need to find an answer for OT. They went from a 17-6
mark in 3-on-3 finishes in two seasons with Panarin and Bobrovsky to
10-18 the past two years. Those lost points contributed to Columbus
plummeting to the bottom of the Central Division this season.
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Q&A: Blue Jackets president Mike Priest on ‘reloading,’ keeping star
players, front office turnover, more

By Aaron Portzline
Apr 29, 2021

COLUMBUS, Ohio — This is a tumultuous time for the Blue Jackets.
Only five games remain in what has been a deeply disappointing and
difficult season. When that ends on May 8, general manager Jarmo

Kekalainen will plunge head-first into what should be a chaotic offseason.
That’s one way to look at it, sure, but Blue Jackets president Mike Priest
has a slightly different perspective.
It is true that the season has gone sideways, Priest said, but the goal of
this COVID-altered campaign was to get through it safely, play before as
many fans in Nationwide Arena as safely possible, and, basically, just
persevere during an awful time.
As for the pending off-season, Priest sees plenty of opportunities, he
said, for Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo Kekalainen to make
substantial changes to the roster, especially at key positions.
The Athletic had a 30-minute interview with Priest on a wide array of
subjects: the organization’s loss of players and high-ranking front-office
executives, John Tortorella’s legacy, Kekalainen’s plan to “reload” this
summer, welcoming the MLS’ Columbus Crew to the Arena District, and
more.
Here’s our conversation:
This has been such a difficult season. For a club that expected to
challenge for a playoff spot, how big of a surprise has this been?
I wouldn’t say surprised. This year has been, in my mind, a year of
surviving more than thriving. First and foremost, you have to keep
everyone as healthy as you can, and safe. And then we had to ensure
the organization could survive, as a league and as a team, the fallout of
the pandemic. We had to position ourselves to make sure we’re going to
be here for years to come. Nobody’s happy with the way the season’s
unfolded on the ice, but it’s been hard for the players, coaches,
management and staff, to function under these kinds of circumstances. I
appreciate their efforts. The results are what they are, but I don’t think it’s
because of a lack of effort or desire. I know some teams have won and
done the things they needed. But there have been curveballs and
assessments. In my world, there was a bigger goal this year, and that
was to survive this and get to the other side of it.
We certainly want to win. We don’t want to take steps backward. But we
are on solid footing, and that’s what’s most important. Now is the time to
make your assessments and analyze without overanalyzing. I think you
can make some big mistakes if you’re not careful, because this is not a
normal situation. Every team has had its own challenges and has had to
deal with certain things that are unique to them. But this off-season is a
time to improve, and really re-set for next season. I don’t want fans to
think that we’re content at all with where we are, ’cause we’re not. We
expect to grow. But the bottom line was surviving this season and moving
on to what will hopefully be a more normal operation.
It was said before this season that some of the NHL’s small-market
teams would be happier financially to not have games this season rather
than to play in empty or mostly empty buildings. Where did the Blue
Jackets come in on that?
Where most people get off on that is the fact that nobody enjoys losing
money, and we certainly will lose more money by playing than not
playing. But, the reason we were not one of the teams (hoping not to
play) is we think it’s important to play. We thought we needed to play for
the fans and provide some entertainment and maybe some get-away
from this crazy world. We certainly hoped we’d be able to have more fans
in the building by the time the season ended, or perhaps in the playoffs.
So the bottom line was, when it was determined it could be done in a
safe way, we thought it was better overall for our sport to play as a
league than to not play. But we’re all paying a price for that, a financial
price. In the long run, protecting the investment and keeping the fans
engaged and staying with us, we thought that was better playing than not
playing.
As far as the state of the franchise, it’s been a very challenging and
difficult year, both on and off the ice. But we’re on a really solid footing,
and that’s thanks to strong and committed ownership. We’re able to
weather the financial storm. Our corporate sponsors have been terrific in
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their support of the organization. Our fans have been fantastic. But we
certainly are looking forward to a more normal environment. It’s just so,
so challenging when you can’t interact with the fans. You saw the
building when nobody was allowed in it … it was just eerie. Even though
we’re at limited capacity (25 percent), it’s certainly much more enjoyable
to see some fans. We’ve done everything we could to make it possible
that whoever wanted to come to a game could come. But we’ll look
forward, for sure, to better days.
You’ve lost two high-level executives the last two seasons: John
Davidson joined the New York Rangers and club president Bill Zito left to
become general manager of the Florida Panthers. How much have they
been missed?
They are (missed). Each of them brought a different skill set, but we’ve
got a lot of strong people and good talent here still. (General manager)
Jarmo Kekalainen has a lot of people around him. If it were our choice,
would we have kept them (Davidson and Zito)? Absolutely. But they had
opportunities they wanted to pursue, and we’ve never held people back
in that regard. I think a great deal of both those individuals, but Jarmo is
steering this ship in a good direction. We have full confidence in him and
the people around him. He knows — it’s been made clear to him — that if
he believes he needs additional help, we’re certainly open to anything he
wants to bring to the table. But he is comfortable where we stand today,
and we support that.
This is a city that loves coaches, perhaps because of the rich college
sports tradition here. What is John Tortorella’s legacy here in Columbus?
Torts is a great coach. He’s proven that with his longevity and his record.
Like the coaches before him, each has played a role in getting us to
where we are today. He has come here and created some identity. No
one’s perfect, right? Some things are better, some things may not be
better. But overall he has really set a tone to bring the team together. I
don’t subscribe to any one individual doing things, so when I say that
things have come together … he meets with management on a regular
basis. It’s really a team effort. The head coach, especially in this market,
is always at the forefront, for the reasons you’ve described. But it’s been
very much a team approach. His honesty and his forthrightness have
certainly helped this organization take things on, square off with ’em, be
honest, be straightforward, get through it and move forward. He will be
known, in our young history, as one of the best coaches we’ve had.
Whatever transpires this summer between him and Jarmo, they have
been a great team to move this organization forward.
Speaking of legacies, what can you say about Nick Foligno, the longserving captain who was traded to Toronto earlier this month?
You can’t say enough good things about the character of Nick Foligno
and his family. He’s been a tremendous Blue Jacket. The high character,
the honesty … he cares about individuals and people and he does things
for the right reasons. He lives as he speaks, or speaks as he lives,
however you want to look at it. He’s made a tremendous mark on our
organization, and he will always be considered a part of the Blue Jackets
family.
Kekalainen has been vowing to reload (short-term) rather than rebuild
(long-term) this summer, believing he can make sufficient moves to make
the Blue Jackets competitive as soon as next season. How feasible is
that?
This isn’t meant to be cute with words, but I understand reload vs.
rebuild. We all have our opinions. (The hockey operations staff’s) are
much more informed than mine would be, but we have a lot of talent
depth within our organization. It’s still strong. What we have are
positional problems. We need to reload some talent in those positional
areas. There was a plan, a road, we were going down and it got … we
have to pivot from that plan.
The other good thing is, due to some tough decisions (at the NHL trade
deadline), we’re positioned very well now to attack this off-season. With
the (three first-round) draft picks and our salary cap space, we have the
currency to support some real change and some ‘reload’ if the

opportunity is there. I’ve often said … we’re not going to a grocery store
and getting a gallon of milk. It doesn’t work that way. But I do believe at
this point, with what’s known and what Jarmo has outlined, that it’s more
of a reload. We still have some strong, strong players in the key areas
where it takes to win championships. But there are other areas that need
to be shored up, and they’re not easy to find. Center icemen … we, along
with other clubs, have been searching for that for many, many years.
Time will tell what happens, whether it’s reload, rebuild, reset …
whatever word you want to use. I also think the determination and
character of this franchise are very strong. I know the commitment there
is to winning here and delivering a world-class experience. John
McConnell is very clear on his desire to win the Stanley Cup and provide
what it takes to get there.
The Blue Jackets have developed a reputation — fairly or unfairly — as a
club that can’t retain talented players. Since last off-season, Josh
Anderson and Pierre-Luc Dubois both took steps to assure their
departure from Columbus. How big of a concern is this?
I can only speak to what I believe are the facts, or at least my
understanding of the facts, which are not always aligned with what you
read. I think there’s a lot more made of that than there is a reality to that.
That’s Jarmo’s area to speak to, so I don’t want to get into too many of
the details, but there are certain situations that come up with players …
sometimes they say it’s one thing (that’s the issue) and it’s actually
another. It doesn’t change that it was something, and so it still doesn’t
end necessarily the way you’d want it to. Sometimes there may be little
things that are getting in the way of (contract) negotiations, but the bigger
problem is something totally unrelated that never makes its way (public),
nor should it.
I don’t like when I read about people not wanting to be in Columbus. I
think there’s certainly an example here or there that you’ll find, and I think
you’ll find that in any market with certain players at certain times. But
there’s not an overwhelming problem in that regard that’s real. If
somebody wants an ocean, Columbus doesn’t have one. Garth Brooks
has a song called Unanswered Prayers. If you ever get those lyrics,
some of God’s greatest gifts are unanswered prayers. Sometimes you
wish something goes a certain way and then it doesn’t and you’re pretty
happy about it ultimately when the dust all settles. You have to deal with
those things straight-up and be straightforward on them and recognize
them. If you find an actual problem, then you adjust. But there’s no
situation I’m aware of that relates to a problem with the city of Columbus
and nothing with this organization that you don’t see from time to time
with other franchises. I wish there wasn’t as much written about it. I read
about some of our former players who wanted to be in a different city,
and the reality is they were never extended (contract) offers (to stay in
Columbus). But it gets written differently. All I can say is we’re
comfortable with what’s going on here and it’s not an impairment most of
the time.
Kekalainen’s contract runs through the 2022-23 season, but there are
many hockey operations staffers with expiring contracts. How much turnover should we expect?
There’s no issues with Jarmo and us at all. Due to the pandemic, we
didn’t extend anyone. So we have a number of hockey ops personnel
with expiring contracts or short-term contracts that have to be addressed
post-season. We’re prepared to have those discussions post-season.
Really, I just have to defer where that goes to Jarmo. He’ll present his
plan and recommendations for staffing and after it’s discussed, I’m sure
it’ll get approved. We have time on that. Unfortunately our season ends
the first week of May. Everybody runs through June, so it’s not like
anybody stops getting paid at the end of the season. But our plans are to
jump on that pretty soon after the end of the season.
You got new neighbors coming this summer: the MLS Columbus Crew’s
new stadium opens in the Arena District. How concerned are you about
competing with them for entertainment dollars?
Our market is plenty big for all players. What’s the saying, ‘A rising tide
lifts all boats?’ The District will thrive even more with them here. I wish
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them nothing but success. It’s another tremendous asset in the
community. To the extent that we bump into each other from a business
standpoint, we have a great relationship with them. I don’t see any
reason not to have one. It just grows the market altogether and that’s a
good thing. What’s good for the community is good for all of us. I don’t
have heartburn whatsoever about it.
Any hint yet how your season-ticket sales for 2021-22 are going?
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Alex DeBrincat tied Thursday’s game with 18 seconds left, but the
Chicago Blackhawks still lost to the Florida Panthers 4-3 in overtime at
the United Center.

I’m optimistic, but we don’t and won’t know until well into the fall. The
good news is the majority, by far, kept money on deposit with us (during
the pandemic), and even those who didn’t still talk to us and claim they’ll
be back to renew. We’ve got to get back to normal here at some point,
and when I say that, people need to get comfortable with “normal” again.
We can lift all the (mandates and regulations) we want to lift, but until
people feel comfortable that it’s safe to go again … and when it does,
there’s a great pent-up desire for demand, I believe. I think we’ll be just
fine.

DeBrincat knotted it 3-3 — with assists from Patrick Kane and Wyatt
Kaylnuk — but the Panthers’ Sam Bennett scored the game-winner with
52 seconds left in the extra period.

I’m not going to predict any records next year, but we’re looking forward
to next year. It has to be — and I probably shouldn’t say that, because
this pandemic has thrown lots of curveballs — but it should be muchimproved over last year. The fans have engaged with us and I’ve stayed
in touch with them, keeping them up to speed. I don’t expect a lot of falloff ultimately as a result of this, but time will tell.

Adam Gaudette put the Hawks on the board in the first period, scoring
his first goal since being traded to the Hawks from the Vancouver
Canucks on April 12. Gaudette knocked in a rebound off Dylan Strome’s
shot.

Canadian NHL clubs may have issues once the Stanley Cup playoffs
reach the conference final rounds, because travel to Canada requires a
seven-day quarantine. Several U.S. cities have been mentioned as
possible hosts. Could Columbus be one?
That’s all at the league level. The theoretical question is, ‘Could we?’ We
could. We’ve had discussions before about providing the venue if there
are things the league wants to do. They’re fully aware of what we have
and what we’re capable of doing. But I’ve had no conversations about
that specifically to date.
The Blue Jackets as recently as 2019-20 had a bid in place with the NHL
for a Winter Classic in Ohio Stadium. I know the whole world hit “pause,”
but once the world returns to normal, is that a possibility?
That’s really where that stands. I will tell you that over the last several
years … I mean, the league knows that we want one. We’ve had
discussions and they’ve had discussions with Ohio State and there’s
certainly a willingness to work together. Everybody would love to see it
happen. I believe at some point we’re going to have that opportunity for
an outdoor game. But when that fits into the schedule, I’m not sure.
The games in Europe (the Blue Jackets were to play Colorado in Finland
early this season) will probably return before we have an outdoor game,
but that’s not a one-or-the-other necessarily. I do believe the league is
interested in making it happen. We’re interested in making it happen. I
think we have the support to work together to find a way to do it. There
are some unique issues with it, but no more than other players where the
weather is just so-so. Rain is an enemy of it more than temperature. If
you plot our weather, it’s hard sometimes because of that. But at some
point in time we’re going to host an outdoor game, whether it’s a Winter
Classic or one of the others. But there’s nothing on the books at this point
for that.
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Alex DeBrincat’s last-minute goal makes it interesting, but the Chicago
Blackhawks fall to the Florida Panthers 4-3 in overtime, further hurting
their playoff hopes

By PHIL THOMPSON

While the Hawks (49 points) aren’t yet eliminated from playoff contention,
they couldn’t take advantage of the fifth-place Dallas Stars (54) losing to
the Tampa Bay Lightning 3-0 on Thursday. The fourth-place Nashville
Predators (56) are idle until Saturday, when the Hawks also wrap up their
season series against the Panthers.

The Hawks and Panthers traded goals in the second period. Alex
Wennberg scored on the Panthers’ first power-play opportunity. About
3½ minutes later, Vinnie Hinostroza, another trade acquisition, scored
against his former team.
Anthony Duclair tied it at 2 when Brandon Montour’s shot bounced off
Kevin Lankinen’s leg to Duclair.
Late in the second, Alex DeBrincat and Brandon Hagel nearly cashed in
on a two-man shorthanded rush, but DeBrincat was waved off because
of a high stick.
Montour put the Panthers ahead in the third when he took a centering
pass from Alex Wennberg and fired from the high slot as Aleksi
Heponiemi screened Lankinen.
Spencer Knight made 24 saves for the Panthers while Lankinen had 35.
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Chicago Blackhawks are targeting 20% capacity when tickets to the final
2 games go on sale Monday: ‘It’s huge. The atmosphere ... it brings more
emotion’

By PHIL THOMPSON
CHICAGO TRIBUNE
APR 29, 2021 AT 4:21 PM

With the city of Chicago loosening COVID-19 restrictions, the United
Center got the green light Thursday to have fans at remaining
Blackhawks and Bulls home games.
For the Hawks, it means they’ll wrap up the season with a two-game
series against the Dallas Stars on May 9-10 in front of raucous crowd —
or as loud as up to 25% of the stadium’s capacity can make it.
Season ticket holders will get first dibs on seats during Monday’s presale
— limited to 25% capacity, which would be 4,929 if officials go by the
19,717 figure listed in the Hawks media guide.
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During a normal season, total Hawks attendance, which includes
standing room only, typically exceeded that number. The Hawks last
season averaged 21,446 fans.

Health for their partnership in bringing fans back to the United Center,”
Hawks CEO Danny Wirtz and Bulls President and COO Michael
Reinsdorf said in a joint statement.

“Due to our focus on seats remaining safely within physical distancing
measures, our seating capacity will max out to closer to 20%,” a team
spokesman told the Tribune on Thursday afternoon.

“Throughout the pandemic, this collective group has worked tirelessly to
find ways for our facility to help support our community through regional
and national relief efforts. Fans can be confident that same effort and
attention to detail have been at the forefront of plans for their return, and
we — especially our players — are excited to have their energy back
inside the United Center on game day.”

Twenty percent of the United Center’s seated capacity for hockey is
3,943 spectators.
Fans who signed up for the 2021-22 season’s full season ticket package
also will get priority. If any tickets are unsold after Monday, they will go
on sale to the general public at noon Tuesday on Blackhawks.com.
Fans will have to adhere to safety protocols that meet NHL, city and state
restrictions, as well as guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

Blackhawks and Hurricanes players take the ice in an empty arena
before the first period on Feb. 2, 2021, at the United Center.
Hawks players have said they’ve drawn energy from fans even during
road games. The pumped-crowd noise often felt artificial, such as when it
abruptly stops at the end of games at the United Center.

Starting Saturday, the Hawks and Bulls will invite “a few hundred” special
guests, including players’ relatives — sort of a test run before opening up
to season ticket holders and other fans.

“That comes up on a practice day or away from the rink,” Stillman said.
“The element the fans bring here, they’ve done a good job trying to
recreate. But it’s such a special atmosphere when you get people back in
the UC. That’s something that’s tough to recreate.”

Fans will be required to prescreen for COVID-19 symptoms by filling out
a questionnaire on the Health Pass app by CLEAR within 12 hours of
puck drop.

The sounds will be real, however, when they Hawks play host to the
Stars at 6 p.m. May 9, a game that will be broadcast on NBC Sports
Chicago and the NHL Network.

Entry into the arena will be zoned by ticket location, and bags won’t be
permitted, except for medical or diaper bags.

“That extra energy will really help our guys,” coach Jeremy Colliton said.
“Everyone wants the fans. The impact they have at home here at the
United Center is well known across the league, and we want to get back
to it.

During games, fans will be required to wear masks at all times except
when eating or drinking, and they can’t pay for concessions with cash.
As the Hawks announced the news hours before their game against the
Florida Panthers at the United Center, members of the team expressed
excitement.
“It’s awesome,” defenseman Connor Murphy told reporters after the
morning skate. “Guys had read it online. It’s super exciting.”
Added defenseman Riley Stillman, who was traded to the Hawks this
month” “It’s huge. The atmosphere, having fans in the building, it brings
more emotion, it brings competitive side from players with the noise.
“A big hit is that much bigger, a big goal is that much bigger.”
Even with the Hawks holding onto playoff hopes by a thread, the
prospect of seeing a game for the first time of this season’s abbreviated
schedule likely will make for a hot ticket.
“We miss them,” Murphy said of fans. “It feels like it’s been awhile. and
we all can’t wait to have whatever amount is back. A lot of new guys on
the team who haven’t been on the team all year don’t know what it’s like
and have been itching (to experience it). (And then guys who have)
known playing here, whether it’s guys who have been in the AHL or on
other teams on the road, know what it’s like coming in here and the
adrenaline you get from our crowd and our anthem.

“It’s good to know when to shoot on the power play,” Colliton joked. “We’ll
need them fom that.”
Former Hawks coach Joel Quenneville, whose Panthers wished the
timing of the news was such that he could be reunited with Hawks fans.
“Would’ve been nice. We almost got there,” said Quenneville, who won
three Stanley Cups with the Hawks. “It’s a special place. What makes
Chicago such a great place to play is the fans, the building, just the
noise, the excitement.”
The Panthers have hosted fans since the season opener, and average
attendance was about 4,000 — about 21% capacity of BB&T Center. But
the Hawks are the last U.S. team to allow fans, other than special guests.
“The last two times we were here, we really felt something was really
missing,” Quenneville said. “We’ve been fortunate right off the bat
because it doesn’t add a little bit of something to the games.”
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“Other guys coming in, rookies, it’ll be that much more exciting. It’ll hit
home even more what being is Blackhawk is like, being able to have our
fans.”

Chicago will reopen United Center, expand outdoor festivals, allow more
people indoors as Mayor Lori Lightfoot eases COVID-19 restrictions

Protocols and precautions will include “pod seating,” which means
groups can buy between two and four adjacent seats. No two groups will
be seated closer than 6 feet apart, and the seating pattern will eliminate
the need to cross other groups in the same row.

By GREGORY PRATT and ALICE YIN

Fans also will need to buy mobile tickets via Ticketmaster.com.

APR 29, 2021 AT 6:02 PM

“All mobile tickets must be displayed on a smartphone for game entry
and will feature a rotating barcode,” the Hawks said in a statement. “As a
result, screenshots or printouts will not work for entry into the arena this
year.”
“The health and safety of our fans, players and staff remains our top
priority, and we would like to thank Governor (J.B.) Pritzker, Mayor (Lori)
Lightfoot, the State of Illinois and City of Chicago Department of Public
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Chicago sports fans are set to return to the United Center next month for
the first time since the coronavirus pandemic started, officials announced
Thursday, among other loosened restrictions touted as the latest step
toward a normal summer with more bustle and less isolation.
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The city also is relaxing its pandemic rules on indoor gatherings, such as
the number of people allowed inside bars, restaurants and churches,
Mayor Lori Lightfoot announced Thursday. Outdoor events including
farmers markets, festivals and outdoor shows also will be increasing
capacity, Lightfoot said.
Mayor Lori Lightfoot at City Hall in Chicago on Feb. 4, 2021.
“I believe that the summer of 2021 will look more like ’19 than ’20,”
Lightfoot said, echoing a common catchphrase of hers while keeping
mum on hotly anticipated annual bashes such as Lollapalooza. “With our
announcement today, I think we’re signaling we feel very optimistic about
what the summer is going to look like, including some big events, and
that’s as far as I’ll go today.”
The United Center, home of the Chicago Bulls and Blackhawks, and
other large indoor venues will be allowed to open at 25% capacity. In a
news release, the Blackhawks said their first home game open to fans
will be May 9 against the Dallas Stars, and the Bulls’ will be May 7
against the Boston Celtics.

not all the requirements in place related to masking and social
distancing.”
Among the Thursday announcements, Maggie Daley Park’s miniature
golf course will be open again starting Friday, while its climbing and
bungee wall will open May 28. Officials also will resume their Night Out in
the Parks events this summer, with movie screenings happening in 100
parks beginning July 6.
Navy Pier will partially reopen starting Friday, with fireworks throughout
May, as announced earlier this month, and Buckingham Fountain will
flow once again to kick off the summer.
And starting July 11, the city will shut down vehicle traffic on North State
Street from Madison to Lake streets on “select” Sundays throughout the
summer to promote outdoor festivities that will be run by the Chicago
Loop Alliance. Dubbed “Sundays on State,” the closures will last from 7
a.m. to 11 p.m., with programming for pedestrians spanning 11 a.m. to 8
p.m., according to the organization’s website.

Large indoor venues for meetings, conference rooms and conventions
can now operate at the lesser of 25% capacity or 250 people, the city
said. Large houses of worship also will be allowed to operate at 25%
capacity, the city said.

Arwady said the latest move toward loosening restrictions is because of
the past couple of weeks of progress in COVID-19 metrics following a
third surge that began in March. Both the seven-day rolling average of
daily positive cases and the positivity rate have declined, to 527 and
4.7%, respectively, according to Wednesday’s data.

Lightfoot officials also announced that festivals and general admission
outdoor events can now operate with 15 people per 1,000 square feet.
Farmers markets and flea markets will be allowed to operate at 25%
capacity or 15 people per 1,000 square feet, the city said.

The first figure still isn’t ideal, Arwady said, as she prefers a caseload
under 400. But the intensive care unit occupation also beginning to
stabilize at a seven-day average of 145 beds per day as of Tuesday was
“the ticket to reopening,” she said.

Organizers of Chicago’s largest music festival, Lollapalooza, have not
announced 2021 plans. But promoter C3 Presents is “optimistic” the fest
will return to Chicago this summer.

Arwady, along with Business Affairs and Consumer Protection
Commissioner Rosa Escareño, also predicted that should COVID-19
metrics continue improving, the city will be on track to move into Gov.
J.B. Pritzker’s “bridge” phase for further reopening in two weeks.

“We are excited about the progress in Chicago as the city continues to
reopen,” C3 said in a statement Thursday. “We are in close contact with
city and public health officials as we continue to plan for the festival and
remain optimistic about Lollapalooza 2021 in Grant Park. We encourage
fans to do their part in contributing to the forward progress by getting a
vaccination as soon as you can.”
Lightfoot’s eased restrictions bring the city in line with state rules. The
latest steps toward reopening come after the city postponed further
moves due to a spike in COVID-19 cases. But city officials said they feel
confident making the moves due to improvements in metrics, including a
decrease in the number of people testing positive for the virus, and
continued vaccine distribution.
As part of the reopening plan announced Thursday, the Windy City
Smokeout, scheduled for July 8-11 at the United Center, will be the first
street festival to resume this year. Officials said they expect up to 12,500
people per day, and it will take place in the arena’s parking lot.
All vendors, performers and staff will be required to be fully vaccinated,
the city said. Attendees must show proof of vaccination or, if they aren’t
inoculated, present proof of a negative COVID-19 PCR test taken within
three days of entry to the event, according to a statement from Lettuce
Entertain You. Proof of either status must be uploaded to a “Health Pass”
used by the CLEAR smartphone application, the company said.
Nevertheless, Lightfoot and Chicago public health Commissioner Dr.
Allison Arwady sought to clarify their remarks from earlier in the week
regarding the city’s consideration of trying to entice vaccine stragglers to
get inoculated. On Tuesday and Wednesday they previewed a so-called
Vax Pass incentive, expected to roll out in May, that would provide
vaccinated people with access and preferred seating at concerts and
other events. “There is no passport,” Lightfoot said Thursday.
Arwady, meanwhile Thursday, said she doesn’t consider the Vax Pass a
“vaccine passport” but rather an incentive to get the shot. She gave an
example of someone getting vaccinated and having an “opportunity” to
get tickets to concerts that are “open to people who are vaccinated with

Asked if Chicago is looking at potentially a full reopening, as New York
City is planning to do by July 1, Lightfoot said the city feels like it’s
moving “in that trajectory,” but her approach has been cautious and datadriven to avoid disappointing businesses. Arwady added it’s likely by
summer that, if current vaccination and case numbers continue along
their current trajectory, the city may be in position for a full reopening
over the summer.
The city’s new mitigations were mostly mirrored by a Thursday
announcement from the Cook County Department of Public Health,
which oversees the suburbs. Starting Friday, that jurisdiction will have the
same loosening of indoor restaurant capacity and outdoor festivals in
addition to not counting fully vaccinated people toward capacity for
private events, among other measures.
The county also teased that in two weeks, there could be further
reopening. But Cook County Health CEO Israel Rocha Jr. said that those
changes will be contingent on COVID-19 metrics declining or stabilizing.
“I don’t want to give more than we can other than to just say that in two
weeks we’re going to be evaluating,” Rocha said. “We hope slowly every
day to be making it a little easier for us to return back to where we were
before COVID.”
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Column: After better-than-expected starts, the Bulls and Blackhawks are
fizzling down the stretch. So how should we evaluate their seasons?

By PAUL SULLIVAN
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 30, 2021
APR 29, 2021 AT 6:30 AM

Once known as the City of the Big Shoulders, Chicago has evolved into
the City of the Big Rebuilds over the last decade.
The Cubs started it off with a well-executed blueprint that began in 2012
and led to a World Series championship four years later. The aftermath
hasn’t gone so well, but few Cubs fans would ask for a do-over.
The White Sox put their game plan in place right after the Cubs’ parade
ended, and they seemingly turned the corner last summer after three
long, grueling years. It’s not finished, but the pieces of the puzzle are
certainly in place.

But now LaVine remains out while in the COVID-19 protocol, and the
Bulls trail the Washington Wizards by two games for the 10th spot with
10 games remaining. They still have a shot, but their final four games
include two with the conference-leading Brooklyn Nets and the season
finale against the third-place Bucks in Milwaukee.
So how should the Bulls and Hawks be evaluated if both fail to make the
postseason?
Do we grade them on a pass-fail system due to the obstacles of playing
during a pandemic with young players in key roles? Should the low
expectations at the outset negate a disappointing finish?
Everyone is free to provide their own answers, and yours may depend on
whether you’re an optimist at heart or a pessimist by nature.

The Bulls’ rebuild kicked off with the trade of Jimmy Butler in the summer
of 2017, but the reboot really began with the hiring of Artūras Karnišovas
as executive vice president of basketball operations one year ago this
month. No matter what year it’s in, the Bulls finally are watchable again.

But the real question is whether the men in charge of the rebuilds —
Karnišovas and Stan Bowman, the Hawks president of hockey
operations — are making the right decisions to get their teams to
respectability and then contender status as quickly as possible.

The Blackhawks, meanwhile, pretended for a long time they weren’t
really rebuilding, then conceded the obvious last October.

Fortunately for Karnišovas, most Bulls fans gave him the benefit of the
doubt because he’s not John Paxson or Gar Forman. And by getting rid
of many of the underachieving players of the GarPax era while acquiring
an All-Star in Vučević, his popularity has zoomed, so to speak.

While no rebuilds are exactly alike, common denominators in the
Chicago plans included a firm opposition to “the quick fix,” a stated goal
of “sustained success” and the continued preaching of “patience” from
owners and executives.
Most Cubs and Sox fans bought into the visions of baseball architects
Theo Epstein and Rick Hahn, and to varying degrees, that faith has been
rewarded on both sides of town. But after the dual rebuilds at the United
Center this winter melted in tandem by springtime, just how much
patience can one town show?
The Hawks blew a golden opportunity to earn the No. 4 seed in the
Central Division, and their chances of making the playoffs had dwindled
to 1% after Tuesday’s loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning. The Bulls are still
in the race for a play-in spot in the Eastern Conference, but after
Wednesday night’s 113-94 loss to the New York Knicks at Madison
Square Garden, they have 14 losses in their last 21 games.
Considering the low expectations that greeted both teams at the outset of
their pandemic-delayed seasons, failing to make the postseason
probably won’t linger long in our collective consciousness. No harm was
done to any of the spectators who watched on TV, and because no fans
were allowed inside the United Center, no one can regret shelling out big
money to watch so much mediocrity.
When Jonathan Toews was placed on long-term injured reserve Jan. 14
for an unspecified illness, you had a pretty good idea the Hawks’ season
was over before it began. The fact they were still in contention in late
April can be considered progress, especially with a rookie goaltender in
Kevin Lankinen, only two consistent scorers in Patrick Kane and Alex
DeBrincat and a porous defense.
The three-goals-in-three-minutes, third-period comeback last week
against the Nashville Predators gave fans false hope for a miracle finish,
but it turned out to be a mirage.
The Bulls’ saga is a bit more complex. They started out with a new
coach, Billy Donovan, replacing someone whose name we’ve spent the
last six months trying to forget. On opening night, Donovan started a
lineup that had a younger average age than the University of Wisconsin’s
starting five.
There was no pressure on anyone to do anything but show signs of
improvement.
But Zach LaVine’s breakout All-Star season and the acquisition of center
Nikola Vučević at the trade deadline changed the collective mood in
Chicago as April arrived. Even after a tough start with the new lineup, the
Bulls were three games up on the Toronto Raptors for the 10th spot in
the East after beating the Raptors on April 8.

With LaVine and Vučević as the new core, Karnišovas should be in
position to add a reliable point guard this offseason and piece together a
playoff-caliber roster next season. For evidence of how it’s done, just
look to Phoenix Suns general manager James Jones, who took a team
that went 19-63 in 2018-19 to 43-18 in two seasons. Jones added
veteran Chris Paul to a blossoming team last offseason and watched the
Suns take the NBA’s second-best record into Wednesday’s games.
If Jones can do it that quickly, there’s no excuse for the Bulls honchos.
Bowman has a more difficult path forward than Karnišovas, even if
Toews returns next season. But the performances of Lankinen, Pius
Suter, Brandon Hagel and Philipp Kurashev in their rookie seasons,
along with budding stars DeBrincat, Dominik Kubalík and Kirby Dach,
bode well for the future. The Bulls may get to the turning point sooner,
but the Hawks core could be longer-lasting.
Who knows? There’s a ways to go and a lot of unknowns for both teams.
But at least they’re both better off than they were a year ago, and that’s a
start.
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Blackhawks fall to Panthers in overtime despite Alex DeBrincat’s late
equalizer

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST
Apr 29, 2021, 9:42pm CDT

The Blackhawks’ 4-3 overtime loss to the Panthers on Thursday was a
game for disgruntled players thriving in new situations.
Vinnie Hinostroza, the ex-Panthers forward enjoying a brilliant April in
Chicago, scored for the Hawks in his first matchup against his nowformer team.
But Sam Bennett, the ex-Flames forward tearing it up just as much for
the Panthers in recent weeks, struck late in OT to deal the Hawks
another defeat.
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“It was a step forward,” coach Jeremy Colliton said. “We had more than
enough [chances] to score in overtime, so that leaves a sour taste not to
get the two points. But speaking of the overall performance, [I’m] much
happier with how we came out tonight and competed than the last game.”
The Hawks have lost four of their last five games with just six left in the
regular season, and nearly suffered a third straight regulation setback
Thursday. Alex DeBrincat provided some late drama, however, finding
open space back-door and roofing a feed from Patrick Kane to tie the
game with 17.6 seconds left.
After a long stretch of uninterrupted overtime hockey, most of which the
Hawks spent in possession, Bennett — who now boasts 11 points in his
first eight games with the Panthers — roared down the left wing and beat
Kevin Lankinen over his shoulder.
Hinostroza, who temporarily gave the Hawks a 2-1 second-period lead
after burying a feed from his so-called “Bash Bro” Brandon Hagel,
reveled little in the proposed revenge-game narrative.
“I don’t look at it as my old team,” he said. “It’s just another team in the
NHL. I’ve been here a month, this is my team. This is where I want to be.
I want to help this team win.”
The fact the Hawks dressed not only Hinostroza but also two other recent
ex-Panthers in Riley Stillman and Brett Connolly could’ve been more of
an advantage had the two teams not already seen each other six times
this season — and if Joel Quenneville wasn’t coaching the other side.
Fellow newcomer Adam Gaudette did make an impact, scoring his first
goal as a Hawk in the first period.
Hardman won’t forget debut
Mike Hardman’s NHL debut Tuesday was even more special than
expected because his mom, dad and two grandparents were in
attendance in a United Center suite.
“I didn’t really know if they were going to be able to come because of all
the COVID stuff, but they were able to make it out,” Hardman said
Wednesday. “All four of them have been there every step of the way for
me, so it was really important for them to be able to see my first game. It
was a night I’ll never forget.”
Hardman impressed in limited playing time, which Colliton later regretted
wasn’t higher, and stayed in the lineup for his second game Thursday.
“He was physical, he made some plays, he skated well,” Colliton said.
“Very good debut for him, so that was positive.”
No AHL playoffs
The AHL announced Thursday it won’t hold league playoffs this season,
which means the Rockford IceHogs’ season will end May 15.

Apr 29, 2021, 2:52pm CDT

Four players in the Blackhawks’ lineup Thursday have never played in
front of fans at the United Center.
Four others have never done so as a member of the Hawks. Another
three have done so only once. That adds up to 11 players — more than
half the team.
But come May 9 and 10 against the Stars, the last two games of the
regular season, that will change. The City of Chicago announced
Thursday the UC can be filled to 25% capacity starting with the Bulls’
May 7 game, although Hawks spokesperson said the Hawks would
actually have around 20% capacity — approximately 4,000 fans.
“[We] know what it’s like coming in here and the adrenaline you get from
our crowd and our anthem,” Connor Murphy said Thursday. “Other guys
coming in, rookies, it’ll be that much more exciting. It’ll hit home even
more what being a Blackhawk is like, being able to have our fans.”
Season-ticket holders can purchase tickets starting this coming Monday,
May 3. Any remaining tickets will go on sale to the general public at 12
p.m. Tuesday.
The fan experience will be different than before. Tickets will only be sold
in distanced pods of two or four and be mobile-only. Fans will complete
health screenings before entering the arena, can’t bring in bags and must
wear masks.
Nonetheless, the Hawks’ sellout streak — stuck at 531 consecutive
games for more than a year — will soon live again, albeit in lesser form.
The wait has been seemingly endless. When the Sharks and Capitals
hosted fans for the first time earlier this week, the Hawks temporarily
became the only U.S. NHL franchise not doing so. The Stars, by
comparison, have already watched more than 121,000 spectators enter
American Airlines Center this season.
And Hawks players have, all along, noticed the difference.
“It’s pretty dead,” Duncan Keith said Feb. 1. “In other buildings, it seems
like the noise is a little bit louder.”
“You miss the fans,” Patrick Kane said Feb. 4. “Especially at the United
Center, we’re so lucky. I definitely took that for granted, where you’re
getting 22,000 a night and then, all of a sudden, there’s no one in the
crowd. You miss that energy; you miss that passion.”
“I think about [missing fans] quite a lot,” Kevin Lankinen said March 25. “I
like to visualize the whole building being full of those loud Blackhawks
fans. Whenever we get the chance to bring them in, it’s going to be
another amazing experience.”

With a 9-15-1 record, the Hawks affiliate wasn’t exactly deserving of a
playoff berth anyway. This year has been more about prospect
development than winning. Dylan McLaughlin and Cody Franson, two
players on AHL-only contracts, share the team scoring lead with 17
points each; Evan Barratt is the top-scoring Hawks prospect with 12
points.

They won’t have to only imagine the applause for the national anthem,
lineup introductions, goals, power plays, fights and everything else much
longer.
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“Having fans in the building, it brings more emotion, it brings more of a
competitive side from players,” Stillman said. “With the noise, a big hit is
that much bigger, a big goal is that much bigger.”

1210957 Chicago Blackhawks

Riley Stillman is one of the many players who hasn’t yet heard a single
Hawks fan cheer for him. He has relied on his memories from just one
game — Jan. 21, 2020, playing for the Panthers against the Hawks — to
picture the building filled with humans. Now he won’t have to.

Blackhawks excited for fans’ return to United Center, albeit for only 2
games

The two games Hawks fans will witness might hold great significance for
the Stars — the results could decide their playoff race against the
Predators — but will matter very little for the Hawks, who have already
fallen out of that race.

across the league,” coach Jeremy Colliton said.

The with-fans portion of the Hawks’ 2021 season will last only about 28
hours, after all, before a long five-month wait until next season. But at
least it’ll exist.

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST
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“Everyone wants the fans — the impact they have at home here at the
United Center is well-known across the league,” coach Jeremy Colliton
said Thursday, before making the perfect finishing quip.
“Obviously it’s good to know when to shoot on the power play. We’ll need
them for that.”
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Fans allowed at Bulls, Blackhawks games as Chicago continues to ease
restrictions
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By Fran Spielman
Apr 29, 2021, 10:30am CDT

Blackhawks, Bulls announce process for getting tickets to remaining
home games

The United Center.

By Sun-Times staff

The Bulls and Blackhawks have been playing before empty stands at the
United Center during the pandemic. Sun-Times file

Apr 29, 2021, 12:09pm CDT

Now that fans will be allowed back into the United Center, what is the
process for getting tickets?
The city announced Thursday that the remaining Blackhawks and Bulls
games can have 25% capacity.

With two million vaccine doses administered and health metrics
improving, Mayor Lori Lightfoot is reopening Chicago a little bit more —
this time to let restaurants and theaters serve more patrons and allow
fans inside the United Center for the first time since the start of the
pandemic.
“It’s time for the Pier and the city to be open,” Lightfoot said during a
celebratory news conference at Navy Pier.

“We miss them. It feels like it’s been a while and we all can’t wait to have
whatever amount it is back,” Blackhawks defenseman Connor Murphy
said. “A lot of new guys on the team who haven’t been on the team all
year don’t know what it’s like and have been itching [to experience it].

“I’m thrilled to announce that we are able to broadly loosen capacity
restrictions across industries starting today, which allows us to welcome
back fans to the United Center, reopen Navy Pier and our lakefront
beaches, bring back the Windy City Smokeout, our iconic country music
and barbecue festival, as well as a number of summer street festivals.”

Current Blackhawks full season ticketholders will have priority access to
single-game tickets starting Monday, May 3. New full season
ticketholders who lock in their 2021-22 seats before Monday will also get
priority access.

On the eve of Navy Pier’s phased reopening, president and CEO
Marilynn Gardner declared: “Welcome to Navy Pier. I can’t tell you how
great it feels to finally say those words.”

Remaining tickets will become available to the general public on
Tuesday, May 4 at noon.

The new Phase Four rules, effective immediately, allow the Bulls and
Blackhawks to close their seasons before roughly 5,250 fans per game
— 25% of the United Center’s capacity.

“What makes the NHL so great is the passion from the fans and the
energy and history,” Murphy said. “It’s about winning together and doing
it as a city. With the fan base and players, it makes it such an amazing
experience.

The Blackhawks play at home Thursday, then have three regular-season
home games left. The Bulls have a home game Friday, the first of six
remaining regular-season games.

“Those other cities [already hosting fans], the games feel more intense
when you hear those roars from the crowd on goals for either side.
Where here, you just have that fake crowd noise lately, you know there’s
not much action around the rink in the stands with big plays or big goals.
So it’ll be awesome to get back closer to normal.”
Tickets will only be sold in groups of two or four adjacent seats to
maintain physical distance. No two groups of seats will be closer than 6
feet apart and fans will not need to pass each other in rows of seats.
Face coverings will be required inside the United Center.
All Blackhawks tickets will be distributed as mobile tickets, accessed via
Ticketmaster.com. Screenshots or printouts will not work for entry into
the arena.
Current and 2021-22 Bulls season ticketholders will have access to
single-game tickets on May 3 and May 4. Any remaining tickets will be
released to the general public on May 5 at 10 a.m.
The Bulls will also only use mobile tickets, which can be accessed via
ClickTix. Like with the Blackhawks, printouts and screenshots will not be
accepted.
The first Bulls home game with fans will be against the Boston Celtics on
May 7 with a 6:30 p.m. start time. The Blackhawks’ first game with fans
will be May 9 at 6 p.m. against the Dallas Stars.

The same rules apply to flea markets, which can operate at 25%
capacity.
Couples who have put off weddings also get a bit of a break. Effective
immediately, fully-vaccinated guests who have waited 14 days since their
second shot will not count toward capacity limits at weddings and other
private events.
The catch: those weddings, graduation parties and other large gatherings
must be private and held at a licensed business. Guests also must RSVP
and business owners will be held responsible for verifying guests are fully
vaccinated — and keep records to prove it.
“You want to have a bigger wedding, which we’ve been hearing from a lot
of you about, make sure your guests get vaccinated and you can have a
bigger wedding safely,” said Health Commissioner Dr. Allison Arwady.
“You want to see even more fans at the United Center and at your
favorite sporting event soon? Getting vaccinated is how we’re going to
keep turning that dial. ... If you want to travel with less hassle, get a
vaccine. The travel order doesn’t apply to you. You don’t have to worry
about quarantine. You don’t have to worry about getting tested.”
In announcing the latest changes at Navy Pier on Thursday — with
celebratory music by a jazz band — Lightfoot thanked Chicago residents,
employees and businesses for the sacrifices that made reopening
possible.
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Chicago’s test positivity rate dropped to 4.7% this week — the first time
since March it dipped below 5%. That’s at the “lower-risk” level. Hospital
capacity in both intensive care and non-intensive care beds remains in
the “moderate-risk” category, despite a recent rise in cases, officials said.
“It’s a gross understatement to say that this past year has tested us all in
unimaginable ways. But nonetheless, we all persisted because we had
to. And even when times were tough and the end wasn’t nearly in sight.
That persistence has been rewarded,” the mayor said.
If the health metrics remain stable or continue to decline for the next two
weeks, Lightfoot said Chicago will “join the State of Illinois in moving to
the Bridge Phase” of Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s reopening plan.
That will loosen the reins “across industries,” and expand operating hours
for bars and restaurants.
New York City is targeting July 1 for a “100%” reopening.
When might Chicago join the Big Apple?
Lightfoot said she’s confident the city is “moving in that trajectory.” But,
she’s determined to remain “cautious and data-driven” to avoid
retrenchment.
“We’re on that path. But we’re gonna take this in smaller bite sizes to
make sure we ... don’t see another surge that causes us to pause.”
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Bennett scores in overtime, Panthers edge Blackhawks 4-3

By MATT CARLSON
Associated Press
Posted 4/30/2021 7:00 AM

CHICAGO -- Sam Bennett scored at 4:08 of overtime to give the Florida
Panthers a 4-3 win over the Chicago Blackhawks on Thursday night.
Bennett beat Kevin Lankinen with a rising shot over the glove from the
slot for his ninth goal after the Blackhawks had dominated in overtime
and tested 20-year-old Florida goaltender Spencer Knight, who played in
just this third NHL game.
Since coming in a deal from Calgary at the trade deadline, Bennett has
five goals and six assists in eight games with Florida. On Thursday, he
fired eight shots as he played on a line with Jonathan Huberdeau and
Owen Tippett.
The win kept Florida two points behind first-place Carolina and one
ahead of third-place Tampa Bay in the tight Central Division.

Florida visits Chicago following overtime win

And Bennett is more than happy to skate for a contender after leaving the
Flames.

Staff Report

Alex DeBrincat scored on a one-timer with 18 seconds left in regulation
for his 24th goal, tying the game at 3-all and forcing overtime. He beat
Knight from the left circle after taking Patrick Kane's cross-ice feed and
with Lankinen on the bench for an extra attacker.

Posted 4/30/2021 7:00 AM

Florida Panthers (33-14-5, second in the Central Division) vs. Chicago
Blackhawks (22-22-6, sixth in the Central Division)
Chicago; Saturday, 8 p.m. EDT
FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Blackhawks +134, Panthers -162
BOTTOM LINE: Florida visits the Chicago Blackhawks after the Panthers
knocked off Chicago 4-3 in overtime.
The Blackhawks are 22-22-6 against opponents in the Central Division.
Chicago has converted on 22.2% of power-play opportunities, scoring 35
power-play goals.
The Panthers are 33-14-5 in division play. Florida has scored 169 goals
and is seventh in the NHL averaging 3.2 goals per game. Aleksander
Barkov leads the team with 24.
The teams meet for the second straight game.
TOP PERFORMERS: Patrick Kane has 61 total points for the
Blackhawks, 15 goals and 46 assists. Vinnie Hinostroza has 9 points
over the last 10 games for Chicago.
MacKenzie Weegar leads the Panthers with a plus-23 in 50 games this
season. Barkov has seven goals over the last 10 games for Florida.
LAST 10 GAMES: Blackhawks: 4-5-1, averaging 2.9 goals, 4.8 assists,
2.9 penalties and 7.6 penalty minutes while giving up 3.7 goals per game
with an .883 save percentage.
Panthers: 7-2-1, averaging 3.7 goals, 6.5 assists, 3.4 penalties and 9.3
penalty minutes while allowing 2.8 goals per game with an .899 save
percentage.

Alex Wennberg and Brandon Mountour each had a goal and assist for
the Panthers, who improved to 7-2-1 in their last 10. Anthony Duclair also
scored.
Knight made 24 saves in his second start and third appearance with
Florida since signing a three-year, entry-level contract on March 31.
Knight, who won in relief of Sergei Bobrovsky on Tuesday, improved to
3-0-0 in the NHL after starring for two seasons at Boston College.
Among Knight's saves in overtime was an in-close stop of Kane as the
Blackhawks pressed.
Adam Gaudette and Vinnie Hinostroza also scored for Chicago, which is
six points behind fourth-place Nashville in the race for the division's final
playoff spot. The Blackhawks have six games remaining.
Lankinen stopped 35 shots.
'œIt's nice that we didn't quit there and found a way to come back at the
end of the game,' Chicago coach Jeremy Colliton said. 'œI think we had
more than enough to win the game, so that leaves a sour taste not to get
the two points.'
Gaudette scored his first goal with the Blackhawks since being acquired
from Vancouver at the trade deadline, opening the scoring on a
backhander from a scrum in front at 13:47 of the first period. .
Wennberg's power-play deflection at 7:47 of the second tied it 1. Alone in
front, he ticked in MacKenzie Weegar's shot from the top of the slot.
Hinostroza put Chicago back ahead 2-1 at 10:09 with a nifty, on-the-fly
tip-in of Brandon Hagel's pinpoint feed to the right edge of the crease.
Duclair whipped in a rebound of Montour's soft shot three minutes later,
tying it at 2-all.
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Knight slid across the crease to make a right pad save and rob DeBrincat
on a point-blank tip-in attempt late in the second.

"I've been here for a month; this is my team. This is where I want to be. I
want to help this team win, so whenever I can score it's gonna feel good."

Montour scored at 9:09 of the third to put Florida ahead 3-2 Montour
trailed in on the play, took a feed from Wennberg and beat Lankinen with
a shot from the slot as Aleksi Heponiemi distracted at the edge of the
crease.

Although Alex DeBrincat tied things up with just 18 seconds remaining,
the Hawks (22-22-6) were feeling anything but good after this loss. They
are 6 points behind fourth-place Nashville with just six games remaining.

IT'S ALL THE SAME TO HIM
So far, Knight seems unfazed by the jump from NCAA to NHL play in
under a month.
'œI don't really know how to describe it," Knight said. "It's just hockey. It's
definitely faster for sure, but for me it's just finding an adjustment.'
FANS TO RETURN TO UNITED CENTER
The Blackhawks and Chicago Bulls announced Thursday they have
permission from the city and state to host fans at 25% capacity starting
with Bulls vs. Boston Celtics on May 7 and Blackhawks vs. Dallas Stars
on May 9.
ROSTER/INJURY UPDATES
Florida: Coach Joel Quenneville said RW Patric Hornqvist, who sat out
his third game with an upper-body injury, is progressing. '» LW Mason
Marchment (upper-body) missed his fifth game and C Carter Verhaeghe
(upper-body) missed his 10th.
Chicago: D Adam Boqvist is out for the season with a broken right wrist,
suffered on Tuesday when he was hit by Tampa Bay D Erik Cernak.
Rookie D Nicolas Beaudin took the roster spot on Thursday. '» D Calvin
de Haan (hip) missed his third game. '» Gaudette, acquired at the trade
deadline from Vancouver, played his second game with the Blackhawks,
while C Philipp Kurashev was a healthy scratch.
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"It sucks," said a stoic Kirby Dach, who had an assist and won 10 of 12
faceoffs. "We're fighting for our lives right now. ... It's nice to get 1 point
and claw back a little bit, but we've got to find a way to get 2 almost every
night to give ourselves a chance."
Florida won on Sam Bennett's goal with 52 seconds left in OT. The
Panthers took a 3-2 lead when DeBrincat didn't pick up a charging
Brendan Montour midway through the third period.
Adam Gaudette, acquired from Vancouver at the trade deadline, opened
the scoring at 13:47 of the first period.
The Hawks did play a solid game overall and especially in the first period
when they controlled the play and kept the dangerous Panthers from
generating much of anything.
"We competed much harder (and) were better with the details of the
game, particularly defensively," said coach Jeremy Colliton. "Nice that we
didn't quit and found a way to come back. Thought we had more than
enough to score in overtime, so that leaves a sour taste not to get the
two points. But much happier with how we came out tonight and
competed than the last game."
The teams meet for the final time this season at the UC on Saturday.
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Why Blackhawks Colliton wants to see a more fit Boqvist next season

1210962 Chicago Blackhawks
John Dietz
Hinostroza scores again, but Hawks lose 4-3 to Florida in OT

Follow @johndietzdh
Updated 4/29/2021 12:26 PM

John Dietz
Follow @johndietzdh
Updated 4/29/2021 10:08 PM

After Vinnie Hinostroza scored midway through the Blackhawks' 4-3
overtime loss to Florida on Thursday, nobody would have blamed the
speedy forward if he winked at Joel Quenneville and mouthed:
"See, coach? I've still got it."
Quenneville, who has helped guide the Panthers to a remarkable 33-14-5
record, played Hinostroza just nine times this season and then lost him
via trade to the Hawks.
Not that it was a big loss. After all, Hinostroza had zero points in those
nine contests.
Given new life, Hinostroza has enjoyed a resurgence few could have
seen coming, scoring 3 goals and dishing out 7 assists in 11 games with
the Hawks.
"Anytime you score a goal in the NHL it's huge, no matter what team (it's
against)," Hinostroza said. "I don't look at it as my old team. It's just
another team in the NHL.

Adam Boqvist's season is over after the Blackhawks defenseman broke
his wrist during a 7-4 loss to Tampa Bay Tuesday.
The 20-year-old had a decent campaign, with 2 goals and 14 assists in
35 games. He was also a staple on the No. 1 power play unit.
Coach Jeremy Colliton -- rarely one to be critical of his players publicly -left no doubt Boqvist needs to work on his fitness level.
"(The injury is) going to put a bit of a crimp in his workout plans, but he's
got to do everything he can to improve his conditioning, so that he can
play at his highest level for longer," Colliton said. "He's improved a lot this
year. I think just the overall fitness that he can bring, that's going to help
him a lot."
Boqvist played 20 or more minutes six times, all of them coming after
March 18. There were times, however, that he appeared gassed at the
end of shifts as he was beat to loose pucks and allowed scoring
opportunities to develop.
"He's 20 years old and it takes time to learn how hard you have to train
and what kind of condition you need to be in to defend at a high level,
especially when you're not a huge body," Colliton said.
"There's a different level of conditioning that he needs to get to. ...
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"You want to be 50 seconds into your shift and get a stop and be able to
skate the puck out of trouble. That's the type of fitness we need."
Boqvist played 17 or fewer minutes 15 times (not including two games in
which he was injured). He also missed 11 games while in COVID
protocol and three more while dealing with a concussion.
Colliton did praise Boqvist for sparking one of the best power-play units
in the league and reminded everyone that the second-year D-man still
hasn't played in his 100th NHL game.
"When he hasn't been on the power play, it's affected us," Colliton said.
"He's a very young player in terms of defensemen in the league. He's
really just getting started. A lot of guys aren't even close to making their
debuts and he's got almost 80 games."
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Blackhawks, Bulls allowed to have fans beginning May 7

John Dietz
Follow @johndietzdh
Updated 4/29/2021 6:34 PM

The Blackhawks and Bulls can have fans attend games at the United
Center beginning May 7. Capacity will be 25%, or about 5,000.
The Hawks will have fans for their final two contests of the season, May 9
and 10 against Dallas. The Bulls will have fans May 7 against Boston,
May 11 against Brooklyn, May 13 against Toronto and May 16 against
Milwaukee.
"I think it's great," said Hawks coach Jeremy Colliton. "Obviously that
extra energy will really help our guys. The impact they have at the United
Center, it's well known across the league and we want to get back to it."
Colliton then quipped: "It's good to know when to shoot on the power
play. We'll need them for that."
Both teams will take a phased-in approach to having fans. Beginning
Saturday, when the Hawks host Florida, they will host a few hundred
team-invited guests and players' family members.
Tickets can be purchased in pods of two or four adjacent seats.
Throughout the arena, no two groups of seats will be closer than six feet
and there will be no need to cross over other parties in the same row of
seats.
Fans must complete a health screen before arriving; all tickets will be
mobile; and no bags will be allowed (exceptions will include medical and
diaper bags).
The Hawks are the last team based in the United States to allow fans this
season.
"It'll be exciting for guys new on the team who have known playing here
(to see) what it's like and the adrenaline you get from the crowd and
anthem," said Hawks defenseman Connor Murphy. "For the rookies, it'll
be that much more exciting. It'll hit home even more what it's like with our
fans."

Daily Herald Times LOADED: 04.30.2021
1210965 Chicago Blackhawks

10 observations: Blackhawks tie game late but fall in OT

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS

The Blackhawks fell to the Florida Panthers 4-3 in overtime on Thursday
at the United Center.
Here are 10 observations from the loss:
1. The Blackhawks looked like they were going to lose in regulation, but
Alex DeBrincat saved the day by scoring with 17.6 seconds left to tie
things up at 3-3. And just when it appeared as if the game was headed to
a shootout, Sam Bennett scored the overtime winner at the 4:08 mark to
seal the deal for the Panthers.
2. The Panthers put on a clinic in the second period. They led in shot
attempts (27-11), shots on goal (17-7), scoring chances (11-7) and highdanger chances (8-2), according to Natural Stat Trick. They also had
4:16 of offensive zone possession time compared to the Blackhawks'
1:01, per Sportlogiq, and outscored the Blackhawks 2-1.
3. The Panthers went 1-for-4 on the power play in this game and
improved to 25-for-94 on the man advantage in road games this season
for a success rate of 26.6, which ranks No. 3 in the league. They're 12for-80 at home for a percentage of 15.0, which ranks 27th. A bizarre
disparity.
4. Kevin Lankinen had a really nice bounce-back performance after being
pulled in his previous two starts. He stopped 35 of 39 shots for a save
percentage of .897, many of which were from high-danger areas. He did
everything he could to keep his team in it after the Blackhawks were
outshot 31-18 in the final two periods and overtime.
5. Adam Gaudette appeared in his second game with the Blackhawks
and got on the scoresheet again. He opened the scoring in the first
period by cleaning up a loose puck in front of the net. Welcome to
Chicago.
6. The Bash Brothers connected for a beautiful goal in the second period
when Brandon Hagel flicked a sauce pass to Vinnie Hinostroza, who
scored against his former Panthers team. That had to feel good for
Hinostroza.
Bash Brothers unite: Brandon Hagel with a beautiful sauce pass to Vinnie
Hinostroza, who scores against his former team. #Blackhawks
pic.twitter.com/AxJ0ZWGth3— Charlie Roumeliotis (@CRoumeliotis)
April 30, 2021
7. Dach had a terrific night at the dot. He won 10 of 12 faceoffs for a win
percentage of 83.3. And he won most of them against one of the league's
best in Aleksander Barkov, who went 6-for-17 (35.3 percent).
8. Dach and DeBrincat had two quality shorthanded scoring chances in
the second period but Spencer Knight came up big for the Panthers. His
best stop was on the second opportunity and it was the save of the
game.
Kirby Dach nearly connects with Alex DeBrincat for a shorthanded goal
but Spencer Knight comes up with a huge save. #Blackhawks
pic.twitter.com/hnFvAeC9bk— Charlie Roumeliotis (@CRoumeliotis)
April 30, 2021
9. It was another physical game at the United Center. The Blackhawks
were credited with 36 hits, which is well above their per-60 minute
average of 19.9. The Panthers had 40, which is above their average of
23.8.
10. The Panthers improved to 17-8-3 when giving up the first goal this
season. That's a ridiculously good win percentage. The Tampa Bay
Lightning rank second with 14 wins.
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Blackhawks on fans returning to UC: 'We miss them'

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS

The City of Chicago officially announced Thursday that fans will be
allowed back into the United Center for Blackhawks and Bulls games at
25 percent capacity, beginning on May 7. That means all 24 U.S. NHL
teams have opened their doors to fans again; Chicago was the last team
to receive permission from city and state government officials.
The Blackhawks are scheduled to host the Dallas Stars on May 9 and 10
and having fans in the building will be a nice way to conclude the regular
season.
"It’s great," head coach Jeremy Colliton said. "Obviously that extra
energy will really help our guys. The impact they have at home here at
the United Center, it’s well known across the league and we want to get
back to it."
May 9 will mark the first game with fans at the United Center since March
11, 2020 when the Blackhawks defeated the San Jose Sharks 6-2. The
NHL put its season on pause the next day because of the COVID-19
pandemic and the doors have been shut to the public ever since.
The Blackhawks have led the NHL in attendance for 12 consecutive
seasons, starting in 2008. And the players are just as excited as the fans
to hear the roar again.
"It's super exciting," Connor Murphy said. "We miss them, obviously. It
feels like it’s been a while and we can’t wait to have whatever amount it
is back. It’ll be exciting. A lot of new guys on the team have been here all
year don't what it’s like and have been itching, knowing playing here,
whether it's guys that have been in the NHL with other teams on the
road, know what it's like coming in here and the adrenaline you get from
our crowd and our anthem.
"And then other guys coming in, rookies, it’ll just be that much more
exciting. It’ll probably hit home even more what being is Blackhawk is
like, being able to have our fans."
Blackhawks season-ticketholders will have priority access for the final
two games and will be able to purchase tickets beginning on Monday,
May 3. Any remaining tickets will go on sale to the general public on
Tuesday, May 4 at 12 p.m.
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concessions. Guests will also be required to complete a health screening
in the CLEAR app before arrival.
The Bulls' first game open to the public will be May 7 against the Boston
Celtics, the first of four remaining home games on the regular-season
schedule from that point on; the Blackhawks' will be May 9 against the
Dallas Stars, after which just one home game remains. Beginning May 1,
both teams will host "a few hundred" player family members and teaminvited guests as part of a phased reopening.
“The health and safety of our fans, players and staff remains our top
priority and we would like to thank Governor (J.B.) Pritzker, Mayor (Lori)
Lightfoot, the State of Illinois and City of Chicago Department of Public
Health for their partnership in bringing fans back to the United Center,”
Bulls President and COO Michael Reinsdorf and Blackhawks CEO
Danny Wirtz said in a statement. “Throughout the pandemic, this
collective group has worked tirelessly to find ways for our facility to help
support our community through regional and national relief efforts. Fans
can be confident that same effort and attention to detail have been at the
forefront of plans for their return, and we -- especially our players -- are
excited to have their energy back inside the United Center on gameday.”
The Bulls become the 28th NBA team to open itself to the public, leaving
the Oklahoma City Thunder and Portland Trail Blazers as the only teams
not currently hosting fans. The Blackhawks are the last United Statesbased NHL team to welcome fans back.
Beginning in early March, the Bulls began allowing close family and
friends of players and coaches to attend games. In late March, the United
Center appeared to begin preparations to bring fans back, hanging
“Welcome Back” signs on walls, installing new temperature-monitoring
technology and opening concourses that vendors typically inhabit
But a rise in COVID-19 cases stalled those plans, which Chicago Mayor
Lori Lightfoot called “solid” in an April 20 press conference. The Cubs
and White Sox have both been allowing a limited capacity of fans for their
(outdoor) games since the start of their seasons, but the Bulls and
Blackhawks have yet to host any.
Now, they will, in context of a grand loosening of capacity guidelines for
Chicago industries as the city's COVID-19 positivity rate declines. In
addition to spectator events, including sporting events at the United
Center, operating at 25 percent capacity, restaurants and bars (lesser of
50 percent and 100 people), conferences and conventions (lesser of 25
percent or 250 people), indoor places of worship (25 percent) and
farmers markets (25 percent) also received updated capacity guidelines,
according to a release from Lightfoot's office.
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As the Blackhawks’ fashionistas, Nikita Zadorov and Adam Boqvist share
a passion — but different styles

1210967 Chicago Blackhawks
By Scott Powers
Bulls, Blackhawks will begin hosting fans at United Center

Apr 29, 2021

BY ROB SCHAEFER

Alex DeBrincat knows he’ll always be returning home to packages of
clothes his roommate and Blackhawks teammate Adam Boqvist bought
online while they were away on a road trip.

Beginning May 7, the Bulls and Blackhawks will begin hosting a limited
capacity of fans for games at the United Center, the teams announced
Thursday morning.
Each team will host spectators at "approximately 25 percent capacity"
with a mandatory mask policy, distanced seating and contactless

The number usually depends on the length of the trip and how quick
Boqvist’s online trigger was while they were away. They could be
returning to a few packages, or it could be as many as double digits.
There’s always something there, though.
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“Yeah, it’s a lot,” DeBrincat said, laughing. “He likes to buy clothes, that’s
for sure. I think there was one of the trips he had like 12 packages come
to the house while we were gone. He buys a lot of clothes. He likes
fashion. He doesn’t always love them when they come, though. I feel like
he just ends up buying stuff to buy it.”
Boqvist doesn’t deny any of that. He recognizes he has a bit of a
problem, possessing the perfect mix of likes and dislikes that feed into an
online shopping habit. He likes fashion and the convenience and
impulsivity of online shopping. He dislikes going into stores and
struggling over whether something actually looks good on him.
So, Boqvist buys a lot of clothes. His agent should probably be looking to
get him some sort of online sponsorship — he’s a walking and talking
fashion ad.
“I feel, for me, it’s easier to just click on clothes online than to go to the
store because you got to try it on, and then you have an extra minute to
think about it,” said Boqvist, whose season ended with a broken right
wrist Tuesday. “But then when you’re online, you just click it on so easy.
It hasn’t been good for my wallet, this COVID. I just gotta slow down a
little bit, but it’s fun. Keeps me on my toes as well.”
Fellow Blackhawks defenseman Nikita Zadorov goes about his fashion in
a much different way. Boqvist and Zadorov are two of the Blackhawks’
more fashion-conscious players, but they have different styles and
methods to their wardrobe assembly.
For one, Zadorov does a majority of his purchases in person. When
you’re 6-foot-6 and 235 pounds, it’s much more difficult to trust that what
you’re buying online is going to fit. For another, Zadorov relies on his
wife, Aleksandra, for her fashion sense, too.
Boqvist and Zadorov were influenced by their environments growing up.
Boqvist saw his older brother, Jesper, who plays for the New Jersey
Devils, first get into fashion when they were coming of age in Sweden.
Zadorov grew up in Moscow and can recall wanting to dress nice since
he was a teenager.
“I grew up in a big city in Moscow, obviously,” Zadorov said. “It’s not like
a small town. It’s a big town. There was lots of fashion and lots of
beautiful people, like the way people dress and everything to, like,
impress. It’s in the Russian blood as well. It’s like the Russian mentality:
You’re gonna look good all the time. Like, especially when you have
money, you can spend some money on the clothing, on the branding.”
Zadorov has especially invested in his suits. He has 15 of them.
“For sure, it’s a confidence for me,” Zadorov said. “I feel like how you
present yourself, the way you look off the ice, (that’s important). For me
to get a really good suit, what fits you, a good color material, I think I’m
willing to spend money on that because I really enjoy that. I really love to
bring that to the game.”

Boqvist mentioned he’s into Drew House, Justin Bieber’s fashion line, but
he shops at a variety of places online. He has an assortment of shoes,
too, including Nikes, Jordans and Diors.
“Sometimes you know when we just have a practice and you put on
some nice clothes to feel fresh, not just put on, like, sweatpants and a Tshirt,” Boqvist said. “You know, I like to feel good. Feel good, play good,
right?”
“He’s that kind of guy who is looking into the magazine, looking at, like,
the trending stuff, so he buys it right away,” Zadorov said. “I like a little bit
more classy. He’s kind of like more of a hippie, kind of. This kind of
fashion, I’m not into it. I like a little bit more classy. I have two kids. I can’t
wear sweatpants and dress shoes or something.”
Now sweatpants, that’s something DeBrincat can tell you about.
“I don’t really buy clothes that much, honestly,” DeBrincat said. “There
was a point there where maybe I was trying to get some new clothes — I
feel like I always wear the same stuff. I probably haven’t bought any
clothes in the past year, year and a half, especially since the pandemic. It
was kind of like I didn’t care what I was wearing. If I’m going out to
dinner, I like to dress up a little bit, put on some jeans or something. But
other than that, I don’t wear jeans that much. I usually wear sweatpants.
Not too much thought goes into it for me.”
Still, that doesn’t stop Boqvist from asking DeBrincat his opinion. It’s as if
Boqvist needs that reassurance to make his online purchase.
“Most of the time, I just tell him to save his money, maybe he doesn’t
need it,” DeBrincat said. “A lot of the stuff he picks out is actually good.
Some of the stuff is a little too much for me. I’m not really that
fashionable. Some guys can pull it off, some can’t. I just feel like I can’t
pull off a lot of stuff he buys.”
Boqvist takes it in stride: “Sometimes he makes fun of me because
Swedes always have a typical style and stuff. Sometimes it’s not the style
he likes. Yeah, it’s fun when he makes fun of it because I think it looks
good and he doesn’t, so we kind of joke around about it.”
Boqvist is making good money now and can afford nice things. He has a
total salary of $925,000 this season. But when he sees what NBA players
are wearing, Boqvist realizes they’re making much more than him.
“I like to just look through Instagram, different pages and see what other
players are wearing, and you can take some ideas from that. Then even
NBA, they got style on a different level,” Boqvist said. “It’s fancy what
they wear and stuff. I like (LeBron) James, then LaMelo (Ball) and (Kyle)
Kuzma from the Lakers. They got some good styles, but those clothes
are a bit too expensive for me now. I’m just gonna stay away from them.”
It was said to Boqvist he’d have to wait for his next contract to make
those types of purchases.

Boqvist admires Zadorov’s suit collection.

His reply: “Exactly.”

“I like how outgoing he is with his suits,” Boqvist said. “I think it looks very
good, but I don’t know if I could wear that because I don’t have that type
of style and that type of haircut right now. But I like to talk fashion with
him and stuff, so it’s good.”
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Nashville Predators

Boqvist has suits, too, but he has more of a variety of clothing. He’s
developed his own style over the years.
“I kind of like to go with black and white,” Boqvist said. “That’s my thing.
Sometimes I go out from my comfort zone and put on the red hoodie or
something like that. But I usually stick to the black and white clothes. …
Sometimes I go a little bit with oversized (clothes), because if you have a
jacket on, that’s going to have an oversized white T-shirt under it, and
then you have, like, the type of jeans that are ripped at the knees and
stuff, then you may have a longer white T-shirt or so. I spend a lot of time
looking at myself in the mirror as well when I have the clothes on. …
Sometimes I like a little bit flashy, but then sometimes I like a little bit lowkey. So it depends on what mood I’m in.”

Do the Predators actually stand a chance against their potential playoff
opponents?

By Adam Vingan Apr 29, 2021

Even as the Predators turned around their season, there was reason to
be skeptical.
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Sure, they could beat the lower-tier teams in the Central Division, but
what about the legitimate contenders, one of whom would be their firstround opponent?
The Predators were put to the test Monday and Tuesday against the
Florida Panthers, splitting the back-to-back home games. Juuse Saros
was brilliant Monday in the Predators’ 4-1 win, fending off 20 of the
Panthers’ 21 slot shots, including eight of nine from the inner slot.
Despite allowing six goals in the rematch, Saros prevented the 7-4 loss
from becoming a bloodbath, stopping 23 of 27 slot shots and a careerhigh 49 overall.
“I think there was only one guy that deserved a better fate,” Predators
coach John Hynes said after the second game, “and that was Saros.”
The Panthers series confirmed what we already suspected: Without
otherworldly goaltending from Saros, who has a 1.93 goals-against
average and .942 save percentage in his past 19 starts, the Predators
are going nowhere in the playoffs, if they even make it. (Then again,
Saros’ impressive performance was not enough Tuesday.)
Predators’ record vs. Central Division opponents
Carolina Hurricanes — X

fingers. The Panthers, who seemed most susceptible to an upset, just
demonstrated otherwise, dominating play over two games. (In his latest
projections, The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn gives the Predators a 14
percent chance of advancing to the second round, which seems
generous.)
“They were better than us in every facet — speed, puck battles,
execution, puck pressure,” Hynes said Tuesday. “We scored some
opportunistic goals. We got great goaltending. This isn’t the recipe for us
to be able to win. … It’s not the standard we want to play at.”
Something else stood out Tuesday. When the Panthers needed
somebody to step up, star forwards Aleksander Barkov and Jonathan
Huberdeau, the latter of whom had his second five-point game against
the Predators this season, delivered.
Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov are among the Hurricanes’
options. The Lightning have Anthony Cirelli, Nikita Kucherov, Ondrej
Palat, Brayden Point and Steven Stamkos, just to name a few.
Who is that player for the Predators? Filip Forsberg is the closest thing to
a star forward that they have, but he has been sidelined for a month. The
Predators hope that he will return next week, but will it be too late?

Florida Panthers — X

For Predators general manager David Poile’s approach to the trade
deadline to be justified in the eyes of many fans, the team will have to
win at least one playoff round. Good luck with that.

3-5-0
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Dallas Stars
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The Athletic / Assembling NHL broadcasting dream teams for ESPN and
TNT through The Athletic’s broadcasting fantasy draft

Chicago Blackhawks
7-0-1

By Sean Shapiro and Sean Gentille Apr 30, 2021

Detroit Red Wings — E
6-2-0
Columbus Blue Jackets — E
5-1-0
The Predators’ 5-16-1 record against the Panthers, Carolina Hurricanes
and Tampa Bay Lightning this season speaks for itself. Their underlying
numbers in those 22 games paint a similar picture.
Expected goals for and against — shot quality, in simple terms — are
typically strong predictors of success. In 22 games, the Hurricanes,
Lightning and Panthers have averaged 3.65 expected goals in all
situations against the Predators, who have averaged 2.32. (For context,
the Vancouver Canucks have the worst expected-goals against average
in the NHL this season at 3.51 per game.)
Contrast that with the 29 games against the other teams in the division,
22 of which the Predators have won. They have averaged 2.72 expected
goals compared to their lesser opponents’ 2.4 per game.
Basically, the Predators are mediocre, which you could have surmised
without all of the data.
Do not be fooled by the Predators’ 4-5-0 record against the top three
teams since March 15, either. It was the product of a .944 team save
percentage. (Lightning backup Curtis McElhinney started in the
Predators’ 7-2 win earlier this month, so that game might as well come
with an asterisk.)
None of the potential first-round matchups are advantageous to the
Predators. The Hurricanes are too fast and skilled. The Lightning are
loaded at every position and have $66,000 championship rings on their

You’d think the Seattle Kraken expansion draft is the most exciting mass
hockey acquisition coming in the summer of 2021.
You’d be wrong.
Sure, the players selected by Seattle will be part of a new expansion
team and impact overall rosters, but none of those selections will impact
your daily life when you watch hockey on national television in the United
States.
The roster moves made by ESPN and Turner Sports this summer, as
they prepare to step in as the NHL’s national TV partners, will help define
the voice and look of hockey for at least the next seven years.
Ryan S. Clark and Eric Duhatschek can worry about hockey players, we,
the American half of the four Seans covering hockey at The Athletic, are
drafting broadcasters and building dream teams for ESPN and TNT.
So here are the ground rules. Each Sean is getting the keys to a network
and has to make nine selections, two play-by-play broadcasters, two ingame analysts, three studio analysts and two wild card/utility picks that
can fill any role.
Picks have to be semi-reasonable. For example, a person under contract
with ESPN can’t be picked by Turner Sports for this exercise and vice
versa. Regional broadcasters and personalities are available, because
hey we have the money (in theory) to make it all work after shelling out a
combined $645 million per season to the NHL.
We’ll start with a random number generator of odds or evens, and
Gentille picked odds …
(drum roll)
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It’s a five.

Pick 6: Ray Ferraro, in-game analyst

Gentille gets the choice of network or first pick … he took Turner Sports.

Yes, Ferraro has an existing relationship with ESPN; that’s where he
picked up the Chicken Parm nickname back in 2002. Yes, he’s got plenty
of Canada-based jobs. But if I’m Turner Sports, I’m throwing a bunch of
money at him, because he’s the best in the business. Give me a person
who is great at explaining stuff, please and thank you.

Shapiro gets ESPN and the first pick.
Pick 1: Daryl Reaugh, on-air analyst
This is the rare homer pick, as the former Dallas Stars beat writer, that
makes sense, though I think Gentille agrees with me. When I’m building
a broadcast team I want two things, I want to learn something and I want
to be entertained.
Reaugh is one of the few in-game analysts, in my view, who does that on
a frequent basis. National networks have tried to lure him out of Dallas in
the past, but the Stars have consistently kept him as a local broadcaster
and paid him well to fill that role. But now I’ve got ESPN money to throw
around, so we are going to get this deal done. Sorry, Stars fans.
Pick 2: Kevin Weekes, studio analyst
My initial strategy was simple and, I assumed, foolproof. I was going to
handle the studio team first. Shapiro (as the ESPN exec) had a bunch of
in-house options locked up, and I thought he showed his hand with the
Reaugh pick. Smooth sailing. Nothing can go wrong here.
Weekes is a no-brainer. He’s the best person on staff at NHL Network —
if you haven’t seen him much there, you’re missing out — and has the
charisma, chops and contacts that’ll make him the centerpiece of
whatever studio team he decides to join. Mark Lazerus did a great job
writing about him as a broadcaster and a person. He’s someone who’s
ready for a bigger platform, and I’d bet on him using it wonderfully. If he
gets a GM job sometime soon, oh well. We’ll cross that bridge when we
come to it.
Pick 3: Kevin Bieksa, studio analyst
The not-so-muffled expletives from Gentille when I made this pick tell me
it’s a good one. Bieksa already has a job as a studio analyst with
Sportsnet and Hockey Night in Canada, but we are going to find a
workaround to bring him to lovely Bristol in either a full- or part-time role.
Hockey coverage in the United States can learn a lot from Sportsnet and
their intermission shows, and bringing in one of the better personalities
that also makes me feel like I’ve learned something is a great start for us
at the Worldwide Leader.
Pick 4: Roberto Luongo, studio analyst
Best-laid plans, folks. Shapiro, as he alluded to, blew up my board here.
Bieksa hasn’t been working long, but he’s clearly got the chops — a
really good sense of humor and a natural ability to explain in-game stuff
— that’d play well anywhere. A brutal turn for me.
Luongo would’ve been a no-brainer had I not already drafted an exgoalie, in Weekes, but he’s still the right move. He’s got star power, he’s
smart and he’s funny as hell. Plus, he’s got a unique blend of experience
in Canada and the quote-unquote “non-traditional” markets. That’ll play,
too. Basically, I went “best player available” instead of drafting for need,
but I have every belief that the Luongo-Weekes dynamic will be great.
They played together with the Islanders a million years ago, for whatever
that’s worth.
Pick 5: Gary Thorne, utility
The fanfare around ESPN’s return to hockey has induced some major
nostalgia. The famous song is coming back, and social media and story
comments keep clamoring for Gary Thorne to return as the voice of
hockey on ESPN.
I like Thorne, he was the voice of hockey on ESPN in my formative
years, but I think we need to find younger play-by-play voices for our fulltime broadcast. However, with a hat tip to nostalgia, we are bringing Gary
back to do voiceover work and guest appearances. He can be the voice
of hockey over ESPN montages, he can be part of panels looking back to
the past, and still give us the freedom to have another play-by-play lead.

He’s done double duty before, too; he worked games for NBC Sports
while holding all those big TSN responsibilities. It’s also worth noting that
Sportsnet has national Canadian rights until 2026, which has Ferraro
working regional games for TSN. Maybe the cache of working nationally
in the U.S. is enough to make him jump.
Pick 7: Jackie Redmond, studio analyst
Because of the lack of ancillary programming around hockey on NBC in
the prior TV deal, NHL Network has been the only national network to
discuss hockey frequently on a daily basis. That’s going to change with
ESPN carrying the A package, and while I don’t envision the NHL getting
a daily scheduled program like The Jump, which covers the NBA, hockey
is at least going to be featured in other key ESPN programs.
This is where Redmond fits so well for our coverage plan as someone
who can serve as a guest analyst during the day, and then being a fixture
on the pregame and intermission reports each Wednesday night and
during the Stanley Cup Final in four of the next seven years.
Pick 8: Dan O’Toole, studio host
Charles Barkley, Kenny Smith and Shaquille O’Neal get a huge chunk of
credit for the ongoing success of “Inside The NBA,” and that’s
understandable — but none of it works without Ernie Johnson, who
manages to be an effective traffic cop while also being funny and
insightful in his own right. I think O’Toole — who hosted shows on TSN,
Fox Sports 1 (then TSN again) with Jay Onrait until last year — is the
best available analog. We know he’s funny. We know he’s got
experience working as part of a team. We know he’s got loads of studio
experience. It makes tons of sense.
So my regular studio team is built. Yes, I’m leaning on jokes and goalies,
but we’ve seen time and again that chemistry trumps everything else
here. That show is going to be the centerpiece of TNT’s coverage, and
getting it right is vital.
Pick 9: Patrick Sharp, studio analyst
Sharp has proven to be a natural as a broadcaster at NBC, and I think
with Bieksa and Redmond as the other parts of my intermission panel he
serves as a strong foil that will laugh at antics, but keep the show on
track if it starts to go too far off the rails.
Pick 10: Kevin Harlan, play-by-play
I wasn’t expecting to get the first crack at play-by-play, but I’m still happy
to go at least a little off the board here. Harlan doesn’t seem to have
called a hockey game since high school, but I don’t care. He’s got a) tons
of experience elsewhere and b) one of the best voices in broadcasting.
He’s also already got a TNT contract. Asking him to take a step back
from NBA might not be likely, but it’s worth a shot. We can’t just default to
hiring everyone who worked at NBC.
And to reiterate, if Harlan’s lack of calling NHL games is an issue, he
probably hadn’t called a naked guy on the field until this, and that worked
out fine.
Pick 11: Ilya Bryzgalov, utility
Yes, we are bringing Bryz back.
Oh, I have to explain why?
He’ll be in the studio at times, but he’s our ultimate wild card. If we decide
to have a between-the-benches reporter, which generally I think don’t
bring very much and their in-game interviews are pointless cliches, it’ll be
Bryzgalov.
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Pick 12: Kendall Coyne Schofield, in-game analyst
We’d have to pry her away from a player development job with the
Blackhawks, which doesn’t seem like it’ll be particularly easy, but having
Coyne Schofield in the mix would be great. She’s got experience and is
still just 28. It’s a nice futures bet … assuming she’s on board.
Pick 13: A.J. Mleczko, in-game analyst
NBC has had a glut of in-game analysts that don’t bring much to the table
beyond random knowledge and a resume that includes an NHL coaching
or playing career. As I mentioned earlier, I want an in-game analyst that
teaches me something about the game and notices the details we should
highlight on the fly. That’s something Mleczko has brought to NBC, and
one of the things I want to bring over to ESPN.

In other words, he made the list. Now, is there duplication between
Jericho’s theoretical role and Barkley’s? Probably. But he grew up
playing hockey (his dad played for the Rangers). He wants the job.
Maybe he gets an HBO Max show out of it. Maybe you throw him and
Chuck on an “alternate feed” where they do non-traditional/Mystery
Science Theater 3000-type commentary. Whatever. Get him in the fold,
then ask questions later — and leave the more traditional stuff for ESPN.
This is an opportunity to build something new.
So, without further ado, here are the future NHL broadcast teams as
selected by the Seans.
Fantasy Draft results
ROLES

ESPN

Pick 14: Alex Faust, play-by-play

PxP1

I’m pairing Faust and Coyne Schofield, off the bat, for obvious reasons —
he’s 32, and new blood is always a good thing. His main gig right now is
calling Kings games, which he could keep, but getting him under the
Turner Sports banner given his work elsewhere makes a ton of sense.
The guy is good enough for Alex Trebek. Who am I to judge?

John Forslund

Pick 15: John Forslund, play-by-play
The Carolina Hurricanes letting Forslund walk away over a contract
dispute was a major mistake and a huge gain for the Seattle Kraken.
Forslund is widely considered now to be the gold standard for play-byplay voices in the NHL, and even with his Kraken duties, he has the
freedom to pursue national gigs like the one we are going to offer him
here at ESPN.
Pick 16: Charles Barkley, utility
I had squatter’s rights here, and if you didn’t think I was going to use
them, you haven’t been paying attention. This is a complete no-brainer.
Bring in Chuck for a weekly “Inside The NHL” segment. Let him interview
hockey players. Maybe throw him in the mix for the HBO Max element.
Whatever he feels like doing, basically, let him do.

Kevin Harlan
Analyst 1
Daryl Reaugh
Ray Ferraro
PxP2
Brendan Burke
Alex Faust
Analyst 2
A.J Mleczko
Kendall Coyne Schofield
Studio
Kevin Bieksa

Pick 17: Brendan Burke, play-by-play

Kevin Weekes

Gentille took my first pick when he snagged Faust, but that’s what I get
for waiting until my final two picks to select my play-by-play broadcasters.

Studio

But that’s OK, I’m still getting the third play-by-play broadcaster I had on
my pre-draft board and Burke and Mleczko bring some natural chemistry
from their time working together at both MSG and NBC.

Roberto Luongo

Pick 18: Chris Jericho, utility
I get why Shapiro took a third play-by-play guy. ESPN is getting more
games. That’s less of an issue here at Turner Sports, so we’re free to get
weird. If there are gaps in traditional jobs from time to time, they’ll be
easy to fill.
Honestly, I thought about taking Craig Custance here. He could be the
information guy on a studio panel, maybe contribute some longer-form
one-on-one interviews. His podcast is great (or so I hear), and he’s got
an ability to build chemistry with whoever is in front of him. Also, it’d be a
great opportunity to get myself out from under the constant barrage of
Slack messages. If you’re reading this, please leave me alone.
Alas, I’m going into full “eff-it”/fan pandering/brand synergy mode and
taking Jericho. AEW is a big deal, and Jericho is the biggest name in it. I
saw this on Wednesday night, which was a nice reminder of how good he
is on the mic.
LOVE JERICHO OR HATE HIM…
WHEN HE NEEDS TO HE CAN STILL CUT A SPICY PROMO
#AEWDYNAMITE PIC.TWITTER.COM/CVQG0TJV3R
— WRESTLE CRITIC (@WRESTLECRITIC) APRIL 29, 2021

TNT

Jackie Redmond

Utility
Patrick Sharp
Dan O'Toole
Utility
Ilya Bryzgalov
Chris Jericho
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The Athletic / ‘He was nails’: How Ryan Miller inspired American-born
goalies for almost two decades

By Eric Stephens Apr 29, 2021

In 2002, a 16-year-old goalie from the Boston hockey scene was in Ann
Arbor, Mich., taking part in the United States National Team
Development Program tryouts and also thinking about potential colleges.
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Through a contact at Michigan State, Cory Schneider took an informal
side trip to East Lansing and spent time on the campus. Naturally, the
teenager found his way into Munn Ice Arena and came across the
Spartans’ goalie, who had become the face of college hockey.
Thousands of miles might have separated the two, but Schneider – who
was trying to put himself on the national radar as a talented young goalie
– knew exactly who Ryan Miller was.
“I remember getting in there,” Schneider said. “Millsy was in the locker
room. He had just come off the ice and skated or something like that. He
was in the dressing room. I think it was his last year there.
“It was kind of a big deal. I remember, being a college hockey fan, how
great he was that year and how dominant his season was (and) being
able to meet him. He probably doesn’t even remember. He was 21 and I
was a nobody. But it was really cool to meet him because (of) his
reputation and what he’d done at Michigan State was just amazing.”
For the better part of two decades, Miller became the standard-bearer for
American-born players who made goalie, the most critical position in the
sport, their stage. From current stars like reigning Vezina Trophy winner
Connor Hellebuyck and John Gibson to promising newcomers such as
Spencer Knight and Jake Oettinger, one can trace the excellence of
American goalies back to Miller and how he ushered in a group of elitelevel netminders the United States hadn’t produced since the days of
John Vanbiesbrouck and Mike Richter.
The 40-year-old Miller covered a lot in a 45-minute press conference
Thursday to announce his retirement at the end of this NHL season.
Finishing his career as the winningest American-born goalie – he has
390 victories and likely will get an opportunity to add to that in a final NHL
start with the Anaheim Ducks – is enough to make him an accomplished
and prominent figure in league history. He had a 12-year tenure in
Buffalo and his love for the city has a permanent place in his heart. That
was apparent when he struggled to handle his emotions as a long list of
former teammates showered him with congratulations in a video the
Ducks produced.
But that only scratches at the legacy he will leave. For a generation that
saw him at his peak in 2010 and watched his remarkable MVP
performance nearly bring the U.S. an Olympic gold medal back from
Vancouver, Miller was the one who set the benchmark for up-and-coming
American youngsters to reach.
“I remember when I was at the U.S. program and I was kind of looking up
to him,” said Gibson, whom Miller has backed up since the veteran
signed with Anaheim in 2017. “Watching him when I was younger play
Pittsburgh in the first Winter Classic. Just watching him growing up, he’s
one of the best American goalies and at the time coming up being a
young American goalie, he was definitely a role model for me.
“Being able to be a teammate the last four years kind of really made it
come full circle.”
Just as 2010 alone will not define Miller’s impact on the game, his 18th
and last season will not either. There won’t be any focus on him going 38-1 for an Anaheim team that’s among the worst in the NHL.
It is the full portrait that is worth admiring. Time has passed since he was
the man in East Lansing, the product of one of hockey’s first families. But
the impact he made from the time he arrived at Michigan State and
started dominating the NCAA doesn’t easily fade. Only two goalies have
won the Hobey Baker Award as the top collegiate player and Miller was
the last to do it in 2001, a year in which he set records and led the
country in every major statistical category.
“I never saw Ken Dryden play college hockey,” said former NHL
executive Craig Button, bringing up the Montreal Canadiens legend who
went 76-4-1 over a three-year run at Cornell. “Numbers don’t lie. Ken
Dryden was a brilliant college goalie. In my view, without seeing Ken, the
two best college goalies I ever saw were Marty Turco and Ryan Miller.

“I think people will tell you that the three best college goaltenders ever
were Ryan Miller, Marty Turco and Ken Dryden.”
Of course, Miller’s excellence went far beyond college. And it set a
template for rising American goalies, even if they didn’t play the same
style. Nowadays, Americans like Hellebuyck and Gibson claim the NHL’s
top goaltending trophies. Jonathan Quick has a Conn Smythe Trophy as
the backbone for the Los Angeles Kings’ 2012 Stanley Cup run. Ben
Bishop has been a three-time Vezina finalist.
In Schneider’s view, Miller propped open the door for this age of red,
white and blue netminders. The 1996 World Cup was a watershed
moment for Schneider as a youngster, which ultimately led him to forge
his own path close to home at Boston College. For a newer generation,
Miller became the signature player who gave the U.S. reason to believe it
could beat powerhouse Canada on its own soil in 2010. “Looked like
there for a minute that they were going to pull it off and if they had, it
would have been pretty epic,” Schneider said.
“There wasn’t a whole lot in net for the Americans in the late 90s and
early 2000s,” said Schneider, who has won 170 games with Vancouver,
New Jersey and the New York Islanders. “I used to be a Mike Richter fan
because he was kind of the guy in the 90s for the Americans. Nobody
really took that mantle for a while. A couple of those Olympics and those
events, that wasn’t a strength of the Americans. No disrespect to any of
those guys. But I think Millsy kind of became that next guy who ushered
in this wave of goalies that have come since then. Quickie. Bishop.
Myself. Hellebuyck. Where the goaltending for the Americans became a
strength.
“I think Ryan sort of helped bridge that gap and gave the Americans a
bonafide elite guy in net for international competitions such as the 2010
Olympics and thereafter. Vezina winner. He was definitely the most
accomplished and decorated there for a while until this next wave of guys
sort of came in and has done a good job re-establishing the Americans in
net.”
OUR GUY BETWEEN THE PIPES! 🇺🇸
THANKS FOR EVERYTHING, MILLER, AND CONGRATULATIONS ON
A HISTORIC CAREER!
PIC.TWITTER.COM/XLT2WLD3SQ
— USA HOCKEY (@USAHOCKEY) APRIL 29, 2021
The torch has been passed. But will any of the current standard-bearers
have the staying power that Miller had as a high-level goalie, even in the
years that lasted well beyond his Buffalo days? Though his dominance
waned after moving on to Vancouver in 2014 and then to a backup role in
Anaheim, there were still nights when “Miller Time” was something to
anticipate and watch.
“I think of longevity,” said Kevin Weekes, former NHL goalie and current
analyst with NHL Network. “I think of consistency. I think of
competitiveness. I think of his ability to continue to adjust and evolve and
adapt to the way in which the game has been played through the
different kind of eras and iterations.
“I remember playing against him when he first came in. I think we were in
warmup. I was like I had heard all about this guy at Michigan State and
winning a Hobey and everything else. You knew he had to be kind of
money down there for that to even happen in college hockey. And then
finally getting the chance to see him and play against him, I was just
really, really impressed all the time from Day 1 on how focused he is.
How professional. He’s a bright guy. Student of the game. He’s always
evolved. And he’s done it through different eras.”
If there is any doubt about Miller’s influence on today’s netminders, one
would only need to ask Gibson about what he has gained from being
around Miller. Having someone who knows what it is like to be a
franchise goalie and all that comes with it has been an invaluable
resource.
“I think the biggest thing is just kind of the way he carries himself,” said
Gibson, who shared the William M. Jennings Trophy with Frederik
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Andersen in 2016. “He’s a professional on and off the ice. You learn a lot
from him just by that. I think another valuable thing is just kind of being
able to talk to him. Through the ups, through the downs. Just little things
here and there. He’s been through it all, from the Stanley Cup playoffs to
the Olympics. Different stages throughout his career. He’s been through
just about every experience.

I’m here to help. So today, I’ll offer up eight suggestions for outcomes
you can root for as the season winds up. It goes without saying that if any
of these conflict with what your favorite team needs to happen, you go
with your team. Loyalty trumps all. But if you’re neutral, and just looking
for one or two things to cheer along and/or get irrationally mad about, I’ve
got you covered.

“Just to be able to have that there and that set of knowledge for
questions, just to learn, it’s so valuable. I can’t really sit here and tell you
all the things because there’s been so many. But I think one of the
biggest things is just being able to talk to him and learn from him. It’s
probably been the biggest thing I’ve been able to take away.”

Idea 1: Root for Connor McDavid to get to 100 points

When asked what he thought his impact was on the next wave of U.S.
goalies and the youngsters who have hopes of becoming NHL goalies,
Miller said, “I hope they just look at it as something that’s doable.”
“A skinny kid from the middle of Michigan was able to work at something
and represent the country a couple times and make a career out of
hockey,” he continued. “I think my situation goes to show with some
dedication, you can set your sights and you can accomplish something.
“If they have looked to me as inspiring, that makes me feel good. That
they can take a moment where I was on the ice and use it to build
something for themselves. That makes me feel really good.”
From that first meeting in the Michigan State locker room, Schneider has
come to know Miller through the agent they share (Mike Liut), their time
on the NHL’s competition committee and the years of competing across
the ice. The aspects often ascribed to Miller are what stick with
Schneider.
Intellectual. Thoughtful. Observant. Cerebral.
“I think that really helped him on the ice,” Schneider said. “But I think at
the end of the day he was competitive as hell. I think he hated to lose.
Wanted to perfect his craft. And just his consistency year after year. It
seemed like you could count on him. He was nails every single season in
terms of what he was going to do for your team.
“I think those Buffalo teams, why they may have not reached the goals
that they should have, he was the guy that you sort of feared playing
against them because you knew he was going to be hard to beat. And I
think he gave them a lot of confidence.
“He’ll definitely be in the conversation for best American goalie of all
time.”
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Connor McDavid’s 100, Leafs vs.
Habs, and six more things to root for down the stretch

By Sean McIndoe Apr 29, 2021

We’re headed down the stretch in the regular season, and there’s a good
chance that you know exactly what you’re rooting for. If your team is
fighting for a playoff spot, or first place in a division where that really
matters, you’re locked in. That’s all you care about it, and rightly so.
Having something to care about in a season’s final weeks is all sorts of
fun.
But what if you don’t? Maybe your team has been out of the race for
weeks, or months, or are the Sabres. Or maybe they’re at the other
extreme and have already clinched whatever spot you were hoping
they’d earn. If that’s you, you might find yourself staring down two more
weeks without any real rooting interest.

Let’s start with the one that I feel like we can get close to unanimous
agreement on.
When the NHL announced that the abbreviated season would be just 56
games long, fans knew that most of the major milestones would be out of
reach for another year. Nobody would get to 50 goals, and even 40 might
be a stretch. Hitting 100 points? That would mean scoring at a prorated
146-point full season pace. In other words, forget it.
But here’s McDavid having a season for the ages, and he’s got a chance.
It’s a slim one — the Oilers have nine games left, and he still needs 16
points to hit the century mark. For most guys, that’s a once-in-a-lifetime
heater. But for McDavid? It’s very realistic, especially with all his
remaining games coming against the Flames, Canucks and Canadiens.
Who’s going to root against this? OK, maybe Calgary fans just out of
spite, and we’ll allow that. But everyone else should be on board.
McDavid’s brilliance means we’re not getting an Art Ross race this year,
or even a Hart Trophy debate. He can at least give us this, along with the
ridiculous highlights the hot streak would surely generate.
Ultimately, 100 points is an arbitrary cutoff and it wouldn’t be any less
impressive if he finished the season with 99. But fans like round
numbers, and it would be undeniably cool to see a player hit triple digits
in a season when it wasn’t supposed to be possible. There hasn’t been a
player in a generation who’s as much fun to watch as Connor McDavid.
Let’s see the kid go full-on beast mode for the rest of the year and hit the
magic number.
Idea 2: Root for the Hurricanes to take the Central and set up an AllFlorida matchup
I probably don’t have to sell you too hard on cheering for the Hurricanes.
They’re a fun team, they’ve got a ton of skill, and you know they’ll cook
up some sort of crazy celebration when it’s all over. Who doesn’t like
that? OK, we can think of a few people, but most of us are on board,
even if grudgingly.
But that’s not even the best reason to hope Carolina takes the Central.
Instead, it’s because the Hurricanes as top seed would put the Lightning
and Panthers in second and third, meaning we’d get the first All-Florida
playoff matchup in NHL history. Despite being in the same division for
almost three decades, the two teams have never met in the postseason.
This might finally be the year.
In theory, there’s nothing magical about geography. But in hockey
rivalries, it tends to work. The Battle of Alberta was amazing. The Battle
of Ontario had some great moments. The three-way Battle of California is
mostly on hold, but it was amazing when it was cooking. The Battle of
Florida could be next.
We might get fireworks. Or we might just get two really talented teams
battling it out. That would be good too. So here’s hoping the Hurricanes
stay out of the way.
And since we’ve slotted in the top three spots in the Central, we may as
well do the last one…
Idea 3: Root for the Stars to get the last Central playoff spot
Again, this won’t be for everyone, and Predators fans are obviously
excluded. But in a season that isn’t offering much in the way of down-tothe-wire playoff races, the Central race for the last spot is a good place to
pick a side. And that side should be the Dallas Stars.
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Nothing against Nashville, a decent team with a crazy-fun fan base. But
the Stars have been through it this year, and it would be cool to see them
emerge with a playoff spot. They were the first team to see their schedule
disrupted due to a COVID-19 outbreak. Later in the season, their coach
had a mid-game COVID-19 test scare. More games were postponed due
to the Texas power outage. Their starting goalie and first-line center have
both missed the entire season with injuries. And through it all, their
playoff chances steadily dropped, dipping under 30 percent as recently
as a few weeks ago.
I mean, if you were going to pick a random team to throw some support
behind, you could do worse, right?
To top it off, it’s not like the Stars are some plucky underdog that’s
destined to make the playoffs only to get swept in the first round. They
went to the final last year, and gave the Lightning all they could handle
once they were there, so give them a healthy roster and who knows what
could happen. Mix in the Rick Bowness OGWAC factor, and it’s an easy
call. Go Stars go.
(And if you’re a Nashville fan who’s now mad at me, don’t be. I’ve just
given you a gift: The “everyone is against us” card. Nothing’s more fun
than that.)
Idea 4: Root for a Capitals/Penguins first-round matchup
I probably don’t have to work too hard to sell you on this one. Caps/Pens
pretty much always delivers. And after three straight years from 2016 to
2018, when whoever won their matchup went on to win the Cup, the
rivalry has taken a bit of a postseason break, meaning it will feel fresh
again.
Two great teams. Tons of star power. Crosby vs. Ovechkin. For the first
time, the Caps going into the matchup with a Cup banner to negate those
decades of playoff baggage. Oh, and did we mention that this time, Brian
Burke would be involved? You’re telling me you don’t want to hear those
postgame quotes? I’m already trying to figure out what Malkin isn’t
Russian for.
The beauty of rooting for this matchup in the East is that it could happen
as a 1 vs. 4 or a 2 vs. 3. Either is fine. Maybe you want to throw in some
support for the Islanders to push past both teams and finish first in their
division for the first time since 1988. If so, go ahead and root for that too
(although be warned that it’s not looking great lately). Just as long as we
get a Pens/Caps matchup.
But speaking of those East Division spots…
The Penguins and Capitals have faced each other four times in the
playoffs in the Ovechkin/Crosby era. (Charles LeClaire / USA Today)
Idea 5: Root for the Rangers to make this a race
Right now, Dom has the Rangers with a 4 percent chance to grab the
East’s final spot. That’s, uh, not great. And it’s why I’m not going to tell
you to root for them to make the playoffs. You’ll just be setting yourself
up for disappointment.
No, I’m just suggesting that you root for them to stay in the race for as
long as possible, for two reasons. First, somebody has to, or else the
East is basically already wrapped up aside from seeding with two weeks
left to go (and seeding barely matters when the top four teams are all
roughly interchangeable). And second, the Rangers are a young team
that can be a lot of fun when things are clicking.
Things haven’t been clicking for a lot of the season, which is why there’s
a 96 percent chance this all ends badly. But there’s something about
seeing a bunch of kids who are too young to know that they don’t have a
chance to run off a season-ending win streak. Give us two weeks in
which Adam Fox cements his Norris case, Igor Shesterkin locks in his
Calder finalist credentials, and Alexis Lafrenière and Kaapo Kakko
remember they were top-two picks. Mix in a few more of those random
games in which Mika Zibanejad looks like Phil Esposito, and just a
handful of nervous glances in the rearview mirror from the Bruins or
Islanders or whoever, and we’re all set.

Then it can end badly. We’re here for a good time, not for a long time.
Idea 6: Root for the Golden Knights and Avalanche to stay healthy
Yes, of course, you should root for everyone to stay healthy, especially in
a pandemic. This would be a good year to just go into the settings menu
and turn injuries off if we could.
But let’s really hope that Vegas and Colorado stay as healthy as
possible, because it’s just about impossible not to look ahead at a
potential second-round matchup between arguably the two best teams in
the NHL.
Technically, we could still get the Avs and Golden Knights in the first
round, but that would take a monster run to first place by the Wild. If that
happens, awesome. But if we’re trying to stay realistic here, we’ll need to
wait until the second round. And yes, that’s probably still too early, and I
know it will set off another round of arguing over playoff formats, but this
a weird year so let’s take the matchups where we can get them. When
we do, let’s really hope that both teams are as close to full power as
possible, so that they can deliver a classic.
(In related news, congratulations in advance to the Wild, whose firstround victory I’ve just assured by angering the hockey gods. You can
thank me later, Minnesota fans.)
Idea 7: Root for the Habs’ second-half struggles to continue, right up until
they face the Leafs in the playoffs
Originally, the idea here was to hope for a Montreal spiral that would
open the door for the Canucks to make a miracle run. For many of the
same reasons that we should get behind Dallas, a Vancouver push
would be a great story. But for anyone hoping for the North to go down to
the wire, Monday night was pretty much a disaster, and now our odds
don’t look great.
OK, so let’s adjust. We’ll still root for the Canadiens to flounder down the
stretch because Montreal is one of those markets where it’s always way
more entertaining when the team is doing poorly. They’ve got eight
games left, so let’s hope they score five goals while everyone freaks out
and the media calls for the firing of everyone employed in a five-mile
radius around the Bell Centre.
And then, let’s hope the Habs make the playoffs anyway, and face the
Leafs.
It’s the oldest rivalry in the league, and arguably still one of the best, but
we haven’t seen it in the postseason in over four decades. It’s time for it
to happen. Granted, this year isn’t ideal — watching the Leafs and Habs
in the playoffs without buildings full of dueling fans will be weird. But if
you’re talking about the first Toronto/Montreal matchup of your lifetime,
you have to take what you can get.
Canadians don’t need me to convince them on this one. But if you’re
south of the border, you should also get on board, because I can’t
oversell how crazy it will get up here if this matchup happens. You know
all those Canadian fans you ? They seem pleasant, right? They are not
pleasant, and you’ll learn that roughly three seconds after a Leafs/Habs
matchup is finalized.
That’s where a Montreal slump comes into play. It goes without saying
that any neutral fans should be rooting for a Leafs/Habs series with
maximum chaos. And I’m not sure there’s a better scenario than the
Canadiens stumbling into the series, having all the smart people write
them off against a stacked Leafs team, and then dropping a 45-save
shutout on them in Game 1 while Freddie Andersen is getting beat clean
from the blue line and everyone flips out. If it’s Carey Price standing on
his head, awesome. Jake Allen would work too. Cayden Primeau might
be the funniest option of all, not counting any random Zamboni drivers,
but we’re not going to be overly picky here.
The point is that the fan bases of the Leafs and Habs are tinderboxes at
the best of times, and seeing them go head-to-head while everyone else
subtly eggs them on would be great, right up until the entire country
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looked like the parking lot scene from Anchorman. Which would happen
midway through the first intermission of Game 1. Let’s do this.
Idea 8: Pay attention to Max Domi and the PIM race
We’ll close on what’s admittedly a weird one, and not exactly something
you’ll actually root for, but stick with me. Domi entered this week as the
NHL’s leader in penalty minutes, which is a little weird given he’s only
had one fight all season. It’s been a run of misconduct penalties in recent
weeks that’s put him into the race, much to the consternation of Blue
Jackets fans.
“Who cares?” … you might wonder. There was a time when the PIM
crown meant bragging rights in the NHL, but that’s long past. You may
not even know who led the league in recent years. (It was Evander Kane
in each of the last two seasons.) Even with fighting up this year, caring
about PIMs feels very 1990s.
So why bother paying attention to Domi’s total?
Three reasons:
1. First, it would be sort of neat to see Domi take the crown that his dad
once held. Somewhat surprisingly, Tie Domi only ever led the league
once, in 1993-94 with 347 minutes. (He had four other years in the top
three.) Max Domi isn’t the same kind of player, and both father and son
are probably glad for that, but it would be mildly neat to see him bring the
PIM crown back into the family.
2. As mentioned, Domi’s current PIM problems are becoming a storyline
in Columbus, so if he starts racking them up down the stretch there’s a
good chance John Tortorella will have a full-scale meltdown about it.
Those are always amusing for the rest of us. Picture the time Tie got
attacked by a Flyers fan in the penalty box, only this time it’s his own
coach coming over the glass.
3. And finally, there’s a neat bit of history that reader Craig pointed out to
me a few weeks ago, and it takes us back to where we started this post.
Right now, McDavid’s 84 points lead Domi’s 71 PIMs, meaning the
season could end with the leading scorer having more points than the
most penalized player has PIMs.
Do you know how often that’s happened in NHL history? Never. Not
once, in 101 seasons.
We’ve come close, especially during the eras where crazy PIM totals
were unheard of. Elmer Lach’s 80 points in 1944-45 almost beat Pat
Egan’s 86 PIMs. The next year, Jack Stewart led the league with just 73
PIMs, but Max Bentley could only manage 61 points. Rocket Richard and
Gordie Howe came close in 1952-53, and somewhat surprisingly it was
the Rocket leading in PIMs (112) while Mr. Hockey handled points (95).
And last year, Leon Draisaitl’s 110 points kept it close with Kane’s 122
PIMs.
We’ve been in the ballpark. But in over a century of history, points have
never beaten PIMs. It might happen this year, which is worth watching,
and maybe even rooting for.
The Athletic LOADED: 04.30.2021

1211119

Websites

The Athletic / What NHL players and coaches are seeing on their iPads
and how they use the technology during games

By Sean Shapiro Apr 29, 2021

The iPad is no longer an alien object on an NHL bench.

Since the tablets first started appearing on NHL benches in the spring of
the 2016-17 season, they’ve become a common fixture. An assistant
coach with his eyes fixed on the screen during a timeout, a player
checking something between shifts. The second-screen generation isn’t
just about consuming games on television, it’s completely taken over for
the people participating in them, too.
These days, screen time means a bit more than getting in front of the
opposing goalie.
“It’s a huge part of coaching in today’s game,” Pittsburgh Penguins coach
Mike Sullivan said. “We’re trying to get better every day, and you do that
on the ice, but you can’t only get better on the ice. You need to get better
in all aspects, and you need to use every tool that’s available to you, and
that’s where the technology and these iPads have become so important.”
Specifically, Sullivan is talking about the SAP-NHL Coaching Insights
App for iPad, which is getting another update that the NHL and SAP plan
to announce on Thursday.
For Sullivan and Penguins video coach Andy Saucier, the data on the
iPads is used to create better-informed decisions during a game. At this
point, Sullivan says the instant impact is felt most when it comes to
managing player’s minutes and decisions on which player to use on
specific faceoffs.
When officials from SAP and the NHL have met with coaches, they said,
nearly all the staffs have commented that they use the in-game faceoff
application.
The faceoff data allows coaches to track success on draws from that
game and historically. Coaches get real-time data on how players on
both teams have performed on faceoffs overall, in particular locations,
and against particular opponents.
Sullivan gave an example of a game against the New Jersey Devils: If a
faceoff is in the Penguins’ defensive zone on the left side, and the Devils
are likely sending Jack Hughes over the boards, the Penguins coaches
can quickly sort the data to see which players have had the best success
against Hughes and which ones are having strong nights on that side of
the ice.
“It doesn’t replace coaching intuition — like late in a game, last minute or
two, Sidney Crosby is taking the faceoff — but it allows you to make
more informed decisions,” Sullivan said.
For many of the coaching staffs, the faceoff tool within the application
becomes more valuable as the game moves on. It’s not typically guiding
decisions in the first period, there hasn’t been enough data collected, but
by the middle of the second period, it becomes a database with
actionable data for coaches.
This is what it looks like for coaches, with an example from a game
between the Vancouver Canucks and the Edmonton Oilers.
The Athletic was given a demo of what coaches see on the iPad and the
upcoming updates from NHL senior director of business development
Chris Foster and Brant Berglund, the NHL’s senior director of
coaching/GM app and a former Boston Bruins video coach.
During the NHL’s COVID-induced stoppage in 2020, the league and SAP
met with coaches from across the league via video call to discuss the
application and potential innovations and uses. Time on ice and having
that quickly available was something that kept coming up. It’s common in
hockey during intermissions to see coaches grabbing the printout of the
game sheet and scanning the time-on-ice column with their finger.
“We are trying to manage workload on a night-by-night basis, and this
year in this pandemic world and with a condensed schedule … so as
much we’d like to put Sidney Crosby on the ice every shift, we can’t,”
Sullivan said. “The time-on-ice aspect of this app and actually having it
real time throughout the course of the game gives me an indication of
what those workloads look like as it relates to my objective (times) with
some of our better players.”
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The app also has a tool that shows how long a player has rested in real
time. Once a player leaves the ice a clock starts, so the coaches have a
quick look at how long it’s been since the player has taken a shift.
Sullivan said this is used more with lesser-used players when it comes to
making sure they stay within the flow of the game, or in some cases will
be a reason not to play a player on a certain shift.
“If it’s been too long since a player has played, this is a good reminder
and sometimes a tool not to put a player in a bad situation,” Sullivan said.
“If someone has been sitting for 10 minutes, maybe because of special
teams situations or something like that, you aren’t going to put him out in
a spot where he’s at a clear disadvantage.”
Those are the in-game tools that get the most use. But it’s also just the
tip of the proverbial iceberg of data available to coaches.
Version 1.0 of the application, launched in February 2019, included the
time-on-ice tracker, a shot-location tracker and shootout-planning
mechanisms. All the data is updated in real time, and coaches can
customize which stats are most valuable to them and how they want to
view them.
For example, tracking home-plate shots is a common terminology in the
NHL — shots that come from the higher-scoring areas, but the home
plate’s definition is slightly different depending on the coaching staff.
Some teams define the home-plate area as a line from the goal posts to
the faceoff dots, and then to the top of the circles. Others have an
expanded home plate that reaches the blue line — typically teams that
focus more on having defensemen take a heavy amount of shots from
the point, while others include shots below from a tighter angle, closer to
the goal line, as part of the home plate.
“We use that tool to work with individual players and show them where
their shots are coming from,” Saucier said. “It’s a good visual; you can
see clearly where a player is getting to and you can use that to help pull
out more information about how he’s playing, which just helps us better
communicate and discuss their game.”
“This would take place between games,” Sullivan added. “Say it’s a goal
scorer that’s struggling, we can take this and we can give him a visual of
where he’s been getting to and shooting from … sometimes we could do
something like this between periods, or on an off day depending how we
are trying to connect with a player.”
The application has since received a couple of rounds of updates.
Version 2.0 was largely about updating to a new Apple operating system.
Version 3.0, launched in January 2020, introduced the faceoff tool and a
tool called game pulse, which tracks the games based on shot metrics.
Saucier runs the pre-scout for the Penguins and uses game pulse to
streamline prepping for an opponent.
It looks like this with an interactive element, where coaches can follow
certain moments and events.
“You can look at it and it tells the story of the game and you can pinpoint
important moments and swings in momentum,” Saucier said. “And as you
are watching the game you can use it as a guide to better assess how
and what happened. And maybe we can use it as a leverage point in
preparation and coaching.”
This season the application introduced more tools, many of which are
tied directly to puck and player tracking. Some of the tools have more
real-life application than others. For example, coaches are now able to
track player speed and distance covered during a game. That’s
interesting from a broadcast perspective and something that could be
infused into TV presentations soon, but it’s still in its infancy as a tool for
coaches.
It is cool to know, however, what Connor McDavid’s max speed is on a
nightly basis.
Puck and player tracking did hit a snafu to start the season, with the
pucks drawing complaints from players and coaches and getting pulled
from the games. That’s limited some of the data so far but will soon be

available to coaches once the pucks have been better fitted and
improved.
One tool that Berglund said he’s confident coaches will use is virtual
replay, which gives a simplified view of a play based on puck and player
tracking in real time. It looks and feels like a whiteboard but cuts away a
lot of the noise and just allows a coach to focus on the tactics in teaching,
according to Berglund.
Here’s what it looks like:
And another example:
The other key tool, and one that multiple NHL coaches have told The
Athletic they would certainly use as a fair metric, is live tracking of zone
time. How much time the puck spends in each of the three zones, and it
can be broken down by individual players. For example, in the demo
shown to The Athletic, in a game on Jan. 13 between the Toronto Maple
Leafs and the Montreal Canadiens, the Leafs were in the offensive zone
53.1 percent of the time Auston Matthews was on the ice.
All of this comes with the attached ability to view replays quickly of
individual shifts, which is why it’s common to see a player taking an
extended look at an iPad on the bench while a game is still going on.
For Sullivan and other NHL coaches, it’s all part of the job now.
“Everyone else is trying to find the edge and best use these tools,”
Sullivan said. “So we are all essentially competing to understand it best.”
The Athletic LOADED: 04.30.2021
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The Athletic / The definition of a Selke winner: From Aleksander Barkov
to Mitch Marner, the way we judge forwards’ defense is changing

By Shayna Goldman Apr 29, 2021

The Selke Trophy, by definition, is awarded to the NHL forward “who best
excels in the defensive aspects of the game.”
How that definition has been interpreted, though, is different from year to
year and person to person.
Is the goal to award the Selke to the best defensive forward, regardless
of what he produces offensively? Or is it more based on a two-way
effort? And if it’s based on two-way play, just how much does offense
weigh into the equation? There’s a lot of gray area there.
To sort through it, reporters from The Athletic sought opinions on the
award from around the league, looking to gain as much understanding as
possible of what the criteria are for the award. That can help us be more
consistent in how we interpret it. Then we can evaluate the “defensive
aspects” of forwards’ games to see who best meets those criteria.
So what did we find? What does the Selke actually represent today, how
should it be evaluated and who is currently leading the race?
Let’s dive in, starting with one of the league’s all-time greats who has
never finished higher than fourth in Selke voting despite his years of top
two-way play. How much does Sidney Crosby think offense should factor
into the Selke?
“That’s a hard one to say,” Crosby said. “I think it’s more about the
defensive side, for sure.”
Crosby does see offense as a consideration, though. “I mean, I don’t
know if it’s necessarily the same as it used to be, where a (Selke
contender’s) role was just strictly shutdown,” he said, noting that the
award has changed as players have won it their own way.
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Sean Couturier, last season’s Selke winner, has also acknowledged the
changing definition of the award.
“I feel I was recognized earlier on in my career for the defensive side of
the game, and I think was nominated, or I had a few votes, earlier in my
career for this award,” he said after winning the award. “Obviously over
the years it became more of a two-way-player award, where you needed
to put up some offensive numbers, and luckily for me, I got the chance,
like I said, (to play) with some great players over the last few years, and it
really helped take my game to another level.”
The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn, on the other hand, explained last year
that he left Couturier off his ballot entirely because he wanted to follow
the true definition of the award — excelling in defensive aspects — and
felt the Flyers center hadn’t earned it by that standard. But if the award is
more for two-way play, as The Athletic’s Charlie O’Connor analyzed last
year, Couturier was deserving.
By Luszczyszyn’s definition of the award — offense and all other factors
aside — a few players who may not otherwise be in the conversation
emerge. Here are his rankings from this week’s NHL awards watch,
which are based on Game Score Value Added (GSVA, a measure of
both traditional and analytical metrics) and give top Selke consideration
to “forwards who play over 16.5 minutes per game, receive 30 percent of
their team’s shorthanded minutes and face top forward competition,
ranked by their ability to suppress expected and actual goals”:
When Luszczyszyn takes away the shorthanded-time requirement (more
on that later), some new names — led by Joe Pavelski, David Krejci,
Jamie Benn, Nathan MacKinnon and Jason Dickinson — join the list:
Another metric to measure defensive impact is Evolving-Hockey’s Goals
Above Replacement. Without adding a filter for shorthanded play, by its
calculation, Pavelski, Tomas Hertl, Andrew Mangiapane, Marcus Foligno
and Jesse Puljujarvi lead the way in even-strength defensive GAR
amongst forwards:
But as both Crosby and Couturier indicated, two-way play clearly has
become part of the definition, and others agree.
“It’s very subjective,” Golden Knights coach Pete DeBoer explained. “I
think everybody’s got an opinion on what it is, but for me, it’s the guy who
can score points and also is defensively responsible — the guy who can
beat you at both ends of the rink. And that’s why I think Mark Stone
should be in that conversation every year. And I think he is.”
Stone, who indeed has been in the top five in Selke voting each of the
past four seasons, pointed to two other standouts — this season’s
favorite, Aleksander Barkov, and four-time winner Patrice Bergeron —
when asked about the award, noting that it’s a “two-way street” in terms
of which ends of the ice should be considered.
“I’m impressed by the guys like Barkov and Bergeron who don’t
necessarily ever cheat the game but still put up crazy offensive
numbers,” Stone said. “I think Bergeron is a prime example of that. That’s
why he wins it so much. He never cheats the game. He plays the right
way, and yet he puts up 70 or 80 points a year. It’s not easy to do. It’s not
easy to play that way, and that’s why you see Patrice Bergeron win the
Selke, or at least be in the running, every year.”
Quantifying two-way play by traditional metrics is where it can get tricky.
Just as we found in examining the Norris Trophy, a combination of
points, plus-minus and blocked shots aren’t enough to depict a player’s
two-way efforts. Also similar to the Norris, reputation weighs heavily into
this aspect of the conversation, sometimes over actual results and ability.
As Lightning assistant coach Derek Lalonde explained, a Selke
candidate is someone who is “hard to play against, (someone who) plays
the right way, (takes) zero shortcuts and wins the territorial battle.”
“When (that player) is on the ice, you want him to drive your team,”
Lalonde said.
Barkov is rightfully a front-runner for this season’s award thanks to his
two-way efforts that lead the Panthers. He has a 63 percent expected-

goal rate, which is among the league’s best, and one of the best Corsi
and expected-goal differentials, per Evolving-Hockey’s Regularized
Adjusted Plus-Minus (RAPM).
Much of that is thanks to his play-driving and offensive creation.
According to Corey Sznajder’s tracking data, Barkov helps push play into
the offensive zone with a high rate of successful possession entries. He
also is highly ranked when it comes to disrupting opponents’ zone entries
and recovering dump-ins. But the ability to suppress offense against is
also a key part of his game; the Panthers keep their opponents to an
expected-goal rate of 1.96 against per 60 minutes with him on the ice.
As usual, Bergeron’s high level of play keeps him in the conversation this
season, too. His offensive impact is well documented, but his defensive
impact this season is one of the strongest in the league among forwards.
The Bruins have limited their opponents to a rate of 1.87 expected goals
against with their leading center deployed, which is 25 percent stronger
than league average at five-on-five. The net-front area and slot are well
protected while he’s on the ice.
Via HockeyViz
Individually this season, Bergeron has caused the Bruins to allow 0.25
fewer goals per 60 minutes than they would have with a league-average
forward in his minutes, which accounts for zone starts, competition faced
and coaching impact. As the heat maps above (on which the top row is
the offensive zone, bottom row defensive, with red reflecting more shots,
blue fewer) reflect, his impact has been about 10 percent stronger than
league average in each of the past three seasons.
As DeBoer said, Stone belongs in the conversation too. The Golden
Knights don’t concede much with him deployed — they’re about seven
percent stronger defensively with Stone deployed versus the leagueaverage player — and one of the key reasons for this is his ability to turn
a play around. With 45 all-situation takeaways (third in the league), the
winger has a knack for stripping his opponent of the puck and turning it
into a quality chance for Vegas with his skilled passing and effective shot.
That forechecking ability is what helps build a Selke case for a player like
Stone — or Tampa Bay’s Anthony Cirelli, who Lightning assistant coach
Jeff Halpern pointed out.
“The opposing player is not able to create offensively because Tony’s
usually in the other team’s zone and on top of them, and by the time they
come up with the puck there’s not a lot of ice to play with,” Halpern said.
“And I think that’s Tony’s best attribute is how tenacious he is on the
puck — not just being on it but being able to pull pucks off guys.”
There are also Selke contenders who aren’t one-dimensional despite not
flaunting flashy point totals, like Phillip Danault, who has just 22 points in
47 games. His scoring may not be among the league’s best, but he’s
excelled defensively this season, as reflected in Luszczyszyn’s Selke
rankings and the heat maps below, while still driving play with a 59
percent expected-goal rate at five-on-five. And that’s in the North
Division, where he faces a steady diet of Connor McDavid, Auston
Matthews and Mark Scheifele.
Via HockeyViz
Joel Eriksson Ek, a newcomer to the Selke conversation, faces a similar
challenge when it comes to award consideration. The defensive center
never had buzz until this season because his offensive game wasn’t at
the level of others typically in the race. It still isn’t, but his play below the
surface should help his chances; he has the third-best expected-goal
differential per RAPM in the league among forwards, which highlights the
impact he makes in both zones.
Those two-way efforts, according to Kings head coach Todd McLellan,
who works with two-time Selke winner Anze Kopitar, usually translate to
shorthanded situations.
“Often, you’re involved in the penalty kill, and if the penalty kill creeps up
in the league and it’s one of the top ones … you get a little more
recognition there.”
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So, back to that point from earlier: Not being a key cog of the penalty kill
will hurt a player’s Selke case.

toughest matchups. You tend to play against those MVP players. You do
it night in and night out, over and over again.”

Pavelski plays top minutes for Dallas and is highly ranked defensively at
even strength, but he averages less than a minute of shorthanded time
per game, about 17 percent of the Stars’ available penalty-killing time.

Quality of competition is a little different this season because of the
divisional restrictions. Players are facing different levels of offensive and
defensive opponents as a result. Still, we can look at who plays those top
matchups for their teams, like Kopitar in Los Angeles and Eriksson Ek for
the Wild. Danault has remained defensively sound against top opponents
for the Canadiens, while Stone hasn’t been as exposed in Vegas with
William Karlsson taking the brunt of those assignments.

Crosby has often been held out of the Selke conversation altogether
because he doesn’t kill penalties, even though there’s an argument to
make that the Penguins are better suited to lean on him more at even
strength and on the power play than adding more to his workload. The
same can be said for Matthews and MacKinnon, whose defensive ratings
also rank in the top 10 among forwards. Matthews, MacKinnon and
Crosby are all offensive superstars, but they’re playing exceptional twoway hockey too, just not on the penalty kill.
There’s a cliche that the best defense is a strong offense, but it’s actually
true; these players thrive at cycling the puck and are tenacious in
regaining possession when it’s not on their stick. Keeping their
opponents from handling the puck and getting the chance to set up in the
defensive zone is helping limit offense against. That’s why any of the
three would add another dimension to their team’s penalty kill, but it
comes down to how coaches feel they are best off distributing those
players’ minutes. So should it be held against them in the Selke
conversation?
On the other side of that, shorthanded time has boosted Mitch Marner’s
and Zach Hyman’s chances this season. Both have solid two-way
impacts at even strength, and they have become key penalty killers in
Toronto as they’re leaned on to play over 40 percent of the available
penalty-killing time.
Marner, in particular, is a standout, as his penalty-killing impact ranks
among the league’s best on both ends of the ice. His offensive abilities
have clearly translated to defensive situations as he’s developed that
aspect of his game.

The Panthers, conversely, rely on their best player to handle the toughest
minutes, and Barkov thrives on the challenge.
This is why Barkov is the clear favorite this season. He qualifies for all
the minimums in Luszczyszyn’s Selke rankings, in which he is second.
He plays all the important minutes against all the top opponents, as
McLellan, Brind’Amour and O’Reilly point out is such a big consideration.
And he contributes offensively, both with his play driving and his scoring
(52 points in 45 games) — the two-way player that everyone from Crosby
to Stone has come to accept is such a large part of the Selke.
The voting trends for the Selke can vary from year to year, and narratives
can drive which aspects matter in any given year. But for the most part,
it’s more two-way play than defense-first recently. That two-way play
often must be seen in a significant role, in terms of minutes and usage,
special-teams deployment and feature scoring.
The actual definition hasn’t changed, and that will affect how this award
is voted on, skewing results and changing the dynamic of the race.
This year, regardless of preference for two-way or defense-first, Barkov
is the rightful favorite. But those around him on the ballot will differ based
on the interpretation of the award, and that does change the complexion
of the race.

Stone also rates highly in both ends, although he averages slightly less
shorthanded time.

Data collected prior to Wednesday night’s games, via Evolving-Hockey,
HockeyViz and Corey Sznajder. The Athletic’s Charlie O’Connor, Dom
Luszczyszyn, Jeremy Rutherford, Jesse Granger, Joe Smith, Lisa
Dillman, Rob Rossi and Sara Civian contributed to this story.

Kopitar pointed to more than just penalty-killing being a consideration but
also all-situation ice time.
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“It says something, being on the ice six-on-five, being on the ice five-onsix, when it really matters. Playing the power play, playing the penalty kill.
It’s all of the above.”
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In those six-on-five and five-on-six situations, teams are often trying to
add to or defend their lead. That’s exactly when a Selke contender
should be deployed, according to Hurricanes head coach Rod
Brind’Amour, who won the award in 2006 and 2007.

Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs fight for playoff roles; Simmonds fights for
Hyman

“I think you have to be a two-way player — a guy that plays at the end of
the games both ways, so when you’re up a goal and down a goal,”
Brind’Amour said. “Those are the guys that I think you should consider.
So they’re obviously counted on to provide offense, but they’re the guys
that you count on when you need to defend. Those are the guys that, in
my mind, deserve those awards.”
Ryan O’Reilly, who took home the award in 2019, echoed as so many did
that a Selke contender has to make “a significant impact on both sides of
the puck” — but he added another element: It’s not just when a skater is
deployed but who he faces.
“When I look at a game, I look at both ends,” O’Reilly said. “Did I create
offensively, and did I make it tough on the other team’s top players? And
when I can say ‘Yeah’ to both of those, it’s usually a very good night and
we win.”
To McLellan, those matchups are an essential part of the conversation.
“I think it’s an MVP-type reward,” he said. “You perhaps aren’t the
highest-scoring player on your team or the most dynamic player in the
league, but you’re almost as important because you tend to get the
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Luke Fox

TORONTO – These are the luxuries of first place.
With a playoff-bound x prefixed to the Toronto Maple Leafs in the
standings chart and a comfy nine-point buffer separating them from the
rest of the pack, every day from now till Game 1 is a maintenance day.
We are seeing the sharpening of swords, the experimentation of lineups
and resting of bodies before battle.
With no regular-season dragons to slay, no true threat facing the Leafs in
the final six games remaining in the string, it’s simply time to tie up loose
ends, settle scores, and oil the machine.
To think: On Thursday night, coach Sheldon Keefe started his third-string
goaltender (and dressed his fourth-stringer as the backup), filled out a
lineup card that didn’t include five or six of his ideal playoff skaters,
tested three new defence pairings, jumbled the lines, and still saw his
group dominate the Vancouver Canucks in a 4-1 beatdown.
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“Guys haven't played in a couple weeks, and it's hard to shake off the
rust sometimes, but I thought everybody that came in tonight really
looked good and helped us win,” said Auston Matthews, after scoring his
NHL-best 36th goal and NHL-best 11th game-winner.
Using their final back-to-back of the season as opportunity for load
management, the Leafs granted veterans Jake Muzzin, Morgan Rielly
and Nick Foligno a night off. Regulars Zach Hyman (knee) and Zach
Bogosian (shoulder) are recovering from injury, as is new shutdown
centre Riley Nash (lower body).
Starter Jack Campbell was given the mental break from not having to
dress as the backup. Instead, Michael Hutchinson donned the mask and
ballcap, and he saw only slightly less work than starter David Rittich, who
needed just 15 saves to secure his first win as a Leaf and a game puck
gathered by Mitch Marner.
“Oh, he's an awesome dude,” Rittich said. “That's a great thing by him,
and the only thing I can say is thank you.”
Remaining Time -1:00
Matthews scores with one-timer after feed from Marner
Patient deadline acquisition Ben Hutton made his Leafs debut. Prospect
Timothy Liljegren made his NHL season debut. Talk-of-the-town Rasmus
Sandin was elevated to the top pairing and a career-high 21:39 workload.
“A, we think he earned it. And B, it’s part of the growth process for him.
We want to be able to give a little bit more and see how he handles it,”
Keefe explained. “For Rasmus, I think it was natural for us to give him
increased responsibility and just put him out there and get him going. I
think he’s done a good job today. It’s a really positive development for
not just Rasmus but our entire defence.”
Partnered with the steady T.J. Brodie, the 21-year-old responded to his
first top-four assignment with an assist, three blocks, two hits and a plus2 rating.

“His teammates appreciate it and recognize it. It set a good tone for the
game. It was nothing that was really talked about beforehand or anything
like that. It caught me a little bit off guard, but I think anyone who's been
around the game kind of knew what was happening there. Credit for
Wayne to step up and, at the same time, for Edler to participate in that.”
Simmonds may also be fighting for ice time.
When the Leafs return to full health, playoff ice time should be at a
premium. Internal playoff tryouts are underway, and Keefe has held
some one-on-one conversations with forwards in the mix, challenging
them to step up and make his decisions easy.
Keefe sees it as a healthy competition. Depth is a blessing, not a
problem.
“The only thing the players can control is their performance and their role
in grabbing onto a role, and then being consistent and being responsible
and showing that you bring value to the group,” Keefe said.
“We've got a lot of different options when we're healthy. I think it's just a
matter of all those things falling into place. But yeah, certainly, I think the
players recognize it.
“Players are smart enough to sort those kinds of things out and do the
math.”
Andersen unlikely to suit up for Marlies
Goaltender Frederik Andersen (knee) is back practising regularly with the
Maple Leafs, and he’s hopeful to squeeze in a start or two prior to the
post-season.
That said, Keefe sounded decidedly cold on the notion that Andersen
might get an AHL conditioning stint with the Marlies as part of his
preparation.
“We haven't had those discussions. I don't know where that's really
coming from. It just hasn't come across my desk,” Keefe said.

“I don't even know where to begin, to be honest,” Matthews said of the
rookie. “I mean, he's really good.”

“We're just trying to get Fred healthy and comfortable enough to be ready
for game action here.”

The reconfigured blue line didn’t miss a beat, limiting the Canucks to a
grand total of two shots in Period 1 and shutting them out at even
strength. (J.T. Miller scored on the power play.)
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Just as Sandin will give the coaching staff something to think about for
the playoffs, a healthy internal competition is being waged amongst the
depth forwards.
After a week of healthy scratches, Pierre Engvall stormed into the lineup,
sniped a beautiful goal and joined Jason Spezza and Adam Brooks on a
line that generated seven scoring chances and gave up zero.
Joe Thornton, 41, extended his point streak to four games. As difficult as
it’s been for Brooks to squeak into the lineup, the smart pivot is making it
hard to boot him out.
And Wayne Simmonds did his part by picking a fight with Alex Edler, who
can add getting his face punched to getting fined and suspended as
punishment for sidelining Hyman with a knee-on-knee check last week.
Simmonds aggressively picked a revenge fight with Edler right off the
hop. Until Simmonds, the veteran defender had lasted 995 career games
(playoffs included) without a fighting major, per HockeyFights.com, and
the reluctant pugilist needed repairs after hanging on for dear life.
Remaining Time -0:59
Edler answers the bell and fights Simmonds
“That's part of what Wayne brings to a team. I do think little things like
that are in the fabric of our game and I think are part of what makes a
team a team, brings a team together. Credit to Simmer for stepping up in
those situations,” Keefe said.
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers still control their fate in the North despite 'sloppy'
loss to Flames

Mark Spector

EDMONTON — They talk about how the recipe for a good team is when
it can win games even when it plays poorly.
Then there are the games where you only get one of those two menu
items. Like on Thursday, when the Edmonton Oilers had the “playing
poorly” part down, but despite hanging around, could not find a way to
come up with a win.
The Oilers left their emotions in Winnipeg and their hands somewhere
over Swift Current, then came home to face a Calgary Flames club that
had been in town longer than Edmonton had. The Flames won 3-1, and
were the better team by some margin.
“We were sloppy. Sloppy with the puck, turned a lot of pucks over,” said
Oilers head coach Dave Tippett. “(Mike) Smith was really good in goal
(27 saves), gave us a chance. We had some chances but we didn’t bury
anything."
James Neal, who scored the lone Oilers goal, echoed his coach's
sentiment: "Getting back late, trying to get some rest and get ready to go
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tonight… we were a little sloppy. But we were right there heading into the
third period. A one-goal game. We just have to try to find one and tie it
up, and we didn’t. We’ll regroup.”
The rejigged schedule provided the perfect recipe for the kind of game
the Oilers cooked up Thursday, coming home for the second game in a
back-to-back after having played — and won — two emotional, important
games at Winnipeg. This was one of their two games in hand on the Jets,
and the Oilers just didn’t have the juice to take advantage of anything.
“They’re a desperate team over there, and we played a game yesterday
with travel. You could tell they had a little more jump than us,” said
defenceman Ethan Bear. “These are playoff style games. When you’re
playing a team that’s fighting for their lives, we have to match that
intensity.”
Connor McDavid went pointless in the loss, a minor dent in his quest for
100 points and also an end to his run of four straight games with three or
more points. That should have Calgary nervous on Saturday — McDavid
is unlikely to put up back-to-back goose eggs, with the schedule
dwindling and that 100-point number out there as a target.
It’s no worry — second place in the North is still Edmonton’s to claim.
With five games remaining against the listless Vancouver Canucks, there
should be no problem keeping the Jets in the rearview mirror.
But first, the last of a 10-game season series against the Flames on
Saturday night. We can only hope it does the Battle of Alberta more
justice than the no-hitter witnessed Thursday.
“We’ll play a lot harder,” promised Bear.
There isn’t a lot of negative things to write or say about an Oilers team
that lost just their second game in their last six and third in nine outings. If
you can play .667 hockey all year long, who’s complaining?
Edmonton is now 26-11-2 since their 3-6 start, and have control of
second place in the North. If ever there were a scheduled loss, this was
one. We’ll expect much more on Saturday.
Much more.
“You could tell fatigue was a factor in our game,” Tippett admitted. “We
just weren’t as sharp as we needed to be. We’ll get a rest day (Friday)
and get back at it Saturday.”
He put his lines in the blender in the third, the international sign of a
coach who knows he’s playing a losing hand on a given night.
“You’re just looking for something. The puck’s not going in the net for
you, you’re just looking for something to happen. Sometimes it works.
Sometimes it doesn’t.”
Gotta See It: Smith denies Lindholm with sensational glove save
Tippett sat Jesse Puljujarvi down in the third period, sending him over the
boards just four times for 2:47 of ice time. Typically, it’s the younger
player that succumbs to the rigours of a tough schedule, and Puljujarvi
was simply ineffective on Thursday.
The coach was unapologetic about sitting his top line right-winger. “He
got slashed on his elbow or something. But he was fine to play.”
With due respect to the Flames, who managed to keep the candle
flickering on their faint playoff hopes, this isn’t one the Oilers will lose
sleep over. They have a mandated day off on Friday, and will show up on
Hockey Night in Canada with a much improved game, we suspect.
“That’s the playoff mindset. Whatever happens in that game, it’s over
with,” Neal said. “You’ve got to let it go and move on.”
Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.30.2021
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' brief momentum extinguished, with playoff hopes
soon to follow

Iain MacIntyre

Considering what they’ve been through and how the ghosts of COVID-19
and the National Hockey League’s revised schedule have swamped
them, it’s probably asking too much for the Vancouver Canucks to deliver
many more positive results this season.
The best their fans can hope for some nights will be a good effort and a
good story, and the Canucks at least provided both of those on Thursday
when they lost 4-1 to the Toronto Maple Leafs in winger Kole Lind’s NHL
debut.
But that bottom line further darkened a team whose momentum
generated last week by a surprising, resilient return from their
coronavirus crisis has now been fully extinguished, which is what their
fading playoffs hopes will soon be, too, if the Canucks are unable to start
winning games again.
They competed as best they could against the mighty Maple Leafs, but
were still beaten soundly by Canada’s best team, which rested two of
their top defencemen but still led 3-0 after 23 minutes before managing
the clock and their effort.
The Canucks are 0-3 on a road trip that ends Saturday with another
game against the Leafs, and remain 10 points behind the Montreal
Canadiens with four games in-hand in the “race” for the final playoff spot.
“I thought we were much better tonight than we were last night, I'll tell you
that,” Canucks coach Travis Green said. “Man, 24-16 were the shots,
that was a tight, competitive game. We probably played better tonight
against this team than we did the first game at home off the COVID break
(when the Canucks beat the Leafs 3-2 in overtime).
“We just kind of build on the positives from tonight and learn from the
mistakes that we did make. We had a couple that we'd like to have back.
I thought we had a couple of young players that looked a little tired
tonight.”
Matthews scores with one-timer after feed from Marner
Most of his team looked tired in Wednesday’s sloppy 6-3 loss to the
Ottawa Senators.
But the path to defeat was similar: trailing 1-0 after a mediocre opening
period, the Canucks needed a second-period surge but instead gave up
two goals in two minutes on sloppy coverage, and were done.
Bo Horvat, filling in at the point for defenceman Quinn Hughes, made a
bad read and was bypassed on a two-on-one that Auston Matthews
finished from Mitch Marner’s pass to make it 2-0 51 seconds into the
middle period.
Defenceman Travis Hamonic’s bad read and pinch at the Toronto blue
line soon led to another outnumbered rush that made it 3-0 at 2:57 when
Vancouver goalie Braden Holtby was unable to keep out Pierre Engvall’s
shot from a sharp angle.
William Nylander scored the only goal of the opening period, at 15:29,
after Hughes’ cross-ice flip was blocked inside the Vancouver blue line
and the sophomore defenceman played the airborne puck into a
turnover.
Hughes finished minus-four and in two games over 26 hours managed to
go minus-seven while the Canucks were being outscored 10-4.
“I think we held in there for the most part, but the first half of the game,
you need a save or something to change the momentum and we didn't
get that tonight,” Holtby said. “Just didn't get on the right side of it.
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“We're trying to grind our way through. It hasn't been easy. You're
experiencing things that you haven't felt before, so it's different. But we
have a pretty proud group that's just going to put our best effort out every
single time we can. That's all we're focused on. It is what it is right now
and we're just trying to win games.”

Clinging to a 2-1 lead in the final minute of the second period, Lindholm
and Mikael Backlund had a shorthanded two-on-one that saw Backlund
throw perfect sauce over Tyson Barrie’s stick, giving Lindholm a brief
glimpse at an open cage before the former Flames netminder slid across
to snare the puck with his outstretched glove.

J.T. Miller’s power-play bank shot off Toronto goalie David Rittich late in
the second period wasn’t nearly enough to get Vancouver the win.

“I just tried to get it up and I saw an open net but he made a nice save —
it is what it is,” smiled Lindholm, who would otherwise have completed
his hat trick with 13 seconds left in the frame.

The Canucks managed only five shots in the third period, but the
encouraging aspect of it was that Lind was promoted alongside Horvat
and Tanner Pearson for the final frame and finished his first NHL game
with 17:12 of ice time, two shots on net and several smart defensive
plays.
The 22-year-old second-round pick was initially brought to Vancouver
from the minor-league Utica Comets in March to have a facial fracture
examined, but got to stay with the Canucks after their COVID crisis in
April. His last American Hockey League game was on March 3.
“There's not really words to (describe) a game like that,” Lind told
reporters on Zoom. “My dream just came true, obviously, playing that
game.
“It's tough to put into words -- all that my parents, my family have
sacrificed. I took a really deep breath just kind of before I got out there
and crossed my fingers that I didn't fall.”
After getting just five protected shifts in the first period, Lind spent most
of third period lined up against Joe Thornton and the Matthews line.
“I think I lined up quite a few times with him there in the third period,” Lind
said. “Yeah, it's crazy to think of all the accomplishments he's had. You
try to not let your jaw drop when you're out there against guys like him
and Matthews and Marner.”
He earned himself another game on Saturday. That was something
positive, at least.
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“It was probably my best chance in a long time. It’s funny how it works.
Two greasy ones in the beginning and then get a really good chance and
it doesn’t go in.”
Remaining Time -1:28
Lindholm notes Flames' confidence after win against Oilers
The Flames’ leading scorer was being modest as he’s now scored in a
remarkable seven of his last nine games, reminding people once again
he’s Calgary’s most complete player.
“He was awesome,” said Matthew Tkachuk, who set up Lindholm’s
game-opening one-timer with a pass from behind the net.
“Snapping back draws. Not many people realize that second goal of his
started with a (faceoff) win in the offensive zone and him getting a piece
of (a Rasmus Andersson point blast) going to the net where goals are
scored. Great penalty kills from him and the rest of the penalty-kill guys.
He’s got a very tough job going up as a centreman against McDavid
basically all night and he did a great job against him.”
Like every other team in the division, the Flames have struggled for the
most part limiting McDavid, who has long flourished with the extra man.
“I think in the beginning (off the season series) we took a lot of penalties
and obviously their power play is very good and our penalty kill has been
not as good,” said Lindholm, whose club can even the 10-game series
with a win Saturday.
“Overall, staying out of the box is key.”

Sportsnet.ca / Lindholm steals McDavid's spotlight as Flames keep slim
playoff hopes alive

The Flames successfully killed off the final minute of a penalty to open
the third period and had to do it once again with eight minutes left after
Tkachuk took a boarding penalty eight seconds after Dillon Dube made it
3-1. Lindholm played a big part in both kills, as did Jacob Markstrom who
was spectacular in a 30-save effort.

Eric Francis

“Good all-around game for Lindy,” said coach Darryl Sutter, who reunited
Lindholm, Tkachuk and Gaudreau after mixing the lines one game
earlier.

Like most nights Connor McDavid plays, the evening opened with the
spotlight on him.
Rightly so.
With 15 points in his previous five games, No. 97 represented the latest
in a series of obstacles between the Calgary Flames and a playoff spot.
However, by night’s end it was the man chiefly responsible for trying to
stop McDavid’s string of four-straight three-point efforts who stole centre
stage.
Not only did Elias Lindholm play a big part in keeping McDavid off the
scoreboard Thursday, but the Flames top centreman also had two goals
in a crucial 3-1 win over Edmonton that moved Calgary within four points
of fourth-place Montreal.
A big part of the penalty killing unit that shut the door on all three Oilers
power plays, Lindholm was also 64 per cent in the faceoff circle on a
night when he was also on the wrong side of a highlight reel save by
Mike Smith that will live on for years.

“Obviously he’s a really good two-way centre for us. It’s nice to see him
get rewarded too.”
More importantly, the team left with the only thing that matters to keep
their flickering playoff hopes alive.
“If we play like we did tonight, we’re going to win on most nights,” said
Tkachuk.
“But they’re a team that played back-to-back and a little bit of travel in
there. They’re going to be much better Saturday night - we know that,
especially their top guys. We’re going to be more than ready for that.”
You can bet many of the Flames will be watching Montreal host Winnipeg
on Friday, and will keep an eye on the early Habs/Sens game Saturday
before the Flames play in Edmonton for Saturday’s late game.
“We’re not in a position we want to be in right now — we still aren’t, even
after this win tonight,” said Tkachuk, whose club has won six of nine.
“We’re unfortunately doing a little bit of scoreboard watching as well.
Hopefully it’s a two-team race with us and Montreal. I guess all we can
do is keep winning and hope they lose some to make this very interesting
down the stretch.”
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TSN.CA / Leafs’ Rielly, Muzzin, Foligno out for maintenance against
Canucks
Ben Hutton, Timothy Liljegren and Pierre Engvall draw into tonight’s
Maple Leafs lineup against the Vancouver Canucks as Morgan Rielly,
Jake Muzzin and Nick Foligno will not play, Mark Masters writes.

By Mark Masters

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs. Head
coach Sheldon Keefe held a media availability before Thursday's game
against the Vancouver Canucks.
Morgan Rielly, Jake Muzzin and Nick Foligno will not play tonight for the
Leafs. It's an maintenance day for all three, per Keefe.
Ben Hutton, Timothy Liljegren and Pierre Engvall draw into the lineup.
Acquired from Anaheim at the trade deadline, Hutton is making his Leafs
debut. Liljegren will be making his season debut with the Leafs.
Toronto clinched a playoff spot last night and owns a seven-point lead on
the second-place Edmonton Oilers in the North Division. So, Keefe was
asked if the team plans to employ more load management down the
stretch.
"We'll take it a day at a time and a game at a time based on how the
players are feeling and what the schedule is bringing us," Keefe said. "I
guess the easy answer is, 'No,' I don't foresee it given the way schedule
goes. But, again, how the players are feeling is really going to dictate it
more than anything and we'll adjust accordingly."
Toronto is concluding its final back-to-back set of the regular season
tonight.
"We're glad we don't have any more of these remaining on the schedule,"
Keefe said. "The schedule actually does lighten up for us here the rest of
the way."
---David Rittich gets a shot at redemption tonight as he makes his third start
and fourth appearance as a Maple Leaf. Rittich allowed five goals on 28
shots against the Canucks during a nightmare performance last week in
Vancouver.
"Ritter's a great teammate and he works so hard," said Jack Campbell,
who got the win last night in Montreal. "He comes in with a great attitude
every day, encouraging me. I know he's a great goalie. We've had a lot of
great battles against each other. He's an NHL All-Star. He knows how to
play and puts a lot of pressure on himself, too. I think he's just looking to
go out and have some fun and show us what he can do."
Michael Hutchinson will dress as the backup goalie tonight so Campbell
can get a full night off to rest.
Braden Holtby gets the call between the pipes for the Canucks, who are
the only team with a winning record (4-3-0) against the Leafs this season.
Vancouver has won four straight games against Toronto although all four
came in British Columbia.
Holtby is 3-1-0 with a .933 save percentage since Vancouver returned
from a COVID outbreak, including two wins against Toronto.
Leafs Ice Chips: Rittich seeks redemption; Nash hits the ice
David Rittich is projected to start for the Leafs on Thursday night. The
goalie is seeking redemption after allowing five goals on 28 shots against

the Canucks in a loss last week. Meanwhile, newly-acquired centre Riley
Nash has started skating as he works his way back from a knee sprain.
--Kole Lind, a second-round pick in the 2017 draft, will make his NHL
debut tonight for the Canucks.
"I'm not putting Kole Lind in so he can get a game under his belt," said
coach Travis Green. "I'm putting him in because I feel he can help us
win. When you look at the standings, we’re two games under .500,
Montreal's three games over .500 and that can change fast."
Lind, a 22-year-old forward from Saskatchewan, has eight points in eight
American Hockey League games with Utica this season.
"This is not about Kole Lind just getting a free game," Green said. "He's
going in because I'm hoping he can help us win and give us a shot of
energy. He looks, to me, a little more confident than the last time I saw
him. He's got nice hands. He's been creative in practice. He's got a good
shot. It's no secret we've been struggling to score, struggling to create.
But I also have to find the right spot for him knowing it's his first game in
the NHL and seeing how he looks at the beginning and working him in
accordingly."
Jayce Hawryluk will come out of the lineup to make room for Lind.
The Canucks are also making a change on defence as Jalen Chatfield
replaces Olli Juolevi.
Canucks prospect Lind to make NHL debut tonight: Hoping he can give
us a shot of energy
Canucks prospect Kole Lind will make his NHL debut tonight against the
Maple Leafs. Head coach Travis Green explains that he's putting him in
the lineup because he feels he can help the team win.
--Auston Matthews made an incredible play to score his league-leading
35th goal last night in Montreal. The Leafs centre knocked the puck out
of the air, putting it past Nick Suzuki and then snapping it by Jake Allen.
"It all kind of just happened fast," Matthews said modestly. "Just saw the
puck and tried to get it on my stick. I don't know, it just happened really
fast."
His teammates had a bit more to say.
"Just elite," gushed Joe Thornton. "The elite of the elite. His release is
incredible. He's the prototypical power forward that can just do it all right
now."
"Wow, like, what a treat to watch," said Campbell. "He's a world-class
player. He shows it every night and that goal was just a little glimpse of
what we get to see every day."
The coach's perspective was a bit different.
"I appreciate that he bailed out Nick Foligno for forcing a puck into the
middle of the ice," Keefe said moments after the game. "That could have
been a real bad turnover for us and he picked it off, turned it into a goal,
which was a sign of the type of night that it was for us that things are
going our way early there. Yeah, it was a great goal. To be honest, I still
can't say that I've seen it as I was not very impressed with the play
before that, but I'm happy it worked out for us."
'Elite of the elite': Matthews uses incredible hand-eye skill to bail out
Foligno
Auston Matthews added to his highlight reel with a beautiful goal on
Wednesday. "Just elite," said Joe Thornton. "The elite of the elite."
Added Jack Campbell, "Wow, like, what a treat to watch." But all Sheldon
Keefe remembers about the play is that it could've easily been a
turnover. "He bailed out Nick Foligno for forcing a puck into the middle of
the ice," the coach noted.
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--Toronto's oldest players won't get a night off as the Leafs wrap up their
final back-to-back set of the regular season. And considering how the 41year-old Thornton and 37-year-old Jason Spezza have been looking of
late, you can understand why Keefe wants to keep them in a groove.

When Jesse Puljujarvi left the Edmonton Oilers two years ago for Karpat
of SM-liiga, his future was as clear as mud. Now? He’s a key piece of an
organization that may have the best shot at dethroning the Toronto
Maple Leafs in the North Division.

"We're playing with a couple of living legends," Matthews said. "It's pretty
awesome at this stage in their career how passionate they are about the
team, about winning, about performing every night."

Puljujarvi’s exodus from the Edmonton Oilers left a bit to be desired. After
two underwhelming offensive seasons, the Finnish winger became a
frequent target of criticism both inside and outside the organization.
Things were so heated between Puljujarvi and the Oilers that a trade of
the former fourth-overall pick (2016) seemed likely at one point.

Spezza moved into a tie for 99th place with Maurice ‘Rocket’ Richard on
the all-time points list last night while Thornton picked up assist No.
1,100, becoming the seventh player in history to reach that mark.
"Every day you come in and it’s like you're in awe to see those guys in
the locker room," Campbell said. "You're having a coffee with Jumbo or
Spezz and I find myself just chuckling in the car after, because I'm like,
'Wow, Jumbo and Spezz are my buddies.' It's pretty cool. And then you
hear about the records or milestones that they [reach] and it truly is
incredibly special. Not only are they historic hockey players, they're
historic teammates and everybody will say that."
'Living legends' Thornton, Spezza fuel Leafs playoff push with milestone
night
Joe Thornton picked up his 1,100th career assist on Wednesday while
Jason Spezza moved into a tie with Maurice Richard for 99th place on
the all-time points list. "We're playing with a couple of living legends,"
said Auston Matthews. "It's pretty awesome at this stage in their career
how passionate they are about the team, about winning, about
performing every night."
--Riley Nash skated on Thursday morning. It’s the first time we've seen him
on the ice since the centre was acquired from the Columbus Blue
Jackets before the deadline. Nash is working his way back from a knee
sprain sustained on April 4.
--Projected Leafs lineup:
Thornton - Matthews - Marner
Galchenyuk - Tavares - Nylander
Mikheyev - Kerfoot - Simmonds
Engvall - Brooks - Spezza
Sandin - Brodie
Hutton - Holl
Dermott - Liljegren
Rittich starts
Campbell
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TSN.CA / Puljujarvi showing signs of growth in bounce-back season

But time has a funny way of healing. With Puljujarvi developing in
Europe, the Oilers went through a significant regime change, including
the hiring of general manager Ken Holland and head coach Dave Tippett.
Perhaps Puljujarvi did need more time before making the jump to the
NHL; perhaps the Oilers were also in dire need of a change at the top
after the organization was routinely under fire for mishandling younger
players. Those two things do not need to be mutually exclusive.
But here we are in Puljujarvi’s age-22 season, and he’s putting together a
quality rebound year. The offensive numbers aren’t blowing anyone
away, but there are signs of progress. Puljujarvi is playing at a 38-point
pace over an 82-game season, and he’s doing it with exceptionally little
power-play time.
But it’s perhaps his defensive impact, particularly at even strength, that
shows the most important sign of growth.
Puljujarvi has spent most of this season playing alongside superstar
Connor McDavid and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, the third-best offensive
option on the line. But Puljujarvi – and Nugent-Hopkins, a two-way
monster – have given McDavid something back, and that’s defensive
competency on the wings.
Consider the shot profile of opponents when Puljujarvi is on the ice,
courtesy HockeyViz, and notice how Puljujarvi’s line continues to be
successful at pushing attackers to the perimeter and to the blueline,
where harmless shots are turned away by Mike Smith and Mikko
Koskinen:
This is not an insignificant development, particularly with how many
minutes Puljujarvi has played with McDavid, who trades in an ultra-fast
pace and indefatigable attacking style for occasionally high volumes of
pressure in the defensive zone.
You never – and I triple emphasize the word never here – want to slow
down the burners of McDavid, who creates offence at a superhuman
rate. But McDavid’s offensive totals have always dwarfed what he’s
added in terms of net goals, in large part because the Oilers give some of
that goodness away defensively.
That’s changed this year, and it may be one of the biggest reasons why
the Oilers are so well-positioned in the division right now. McDavid’s line
is +22 in even-strength goals this year; juxtapose that against 2018-19
(+3) and 2019-20 (+2) and you start to realize the impact of the defensive
bonuses from that line this year.
Bringing it back to Puljujarvi, there’s evidence he is a positive contributor
to those defensive gains. When he’s playing on the McDavid line, their
expected goal rates are considerably lower than in years past. When
Puljujarvi is moved onto another line away from McDavid, those expected
goal rates drop even further:

When Jesse Puljujarvi left the Edmonton Oilers two years ago for Karpat
of SM-liiga, his future was as clear as mud. Now? He’s a key piece of an
organization that may have the best shot at dethroning the Toronto
Maple Leafs in the North Division.

The jury is still very much out on what Puljujarvi’s ceiling is, especially in
light of the names sandwiching him within his draft class – Auston
Matthews, Patrik Laine, Pierre-Luc Dubois, Matthew Tkachuk, and
Clayton Keller are already outstanding players and big offensive
contributors, while Puljujarvi has lagged in that department.

By Travis Yost

But development isn’t linear for every prospect, and the value of a firstround pick isn’t wholly adjudicated on whether or not he is an incredible
goal scorer.
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If Puljujarvi can further develop into a credible two-way winger with the
defensive touch we are seeing this season, he will stick in this league for
a very long time.
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USA TODAY / Ryan Miller, winningest U.S.-born goaltender in NHL
history, will retire after 2021 season

CHRIS BUMBACA | USA TODAY

Anaheim Ducks netminder Ryan Miller, the winningest U.S.-born
goaltender in NHL history, will retire at the end of the 2021 season, he
announced Thursday.
"It was a dream come true when I played my first NHL game and it has
been a privilege to spend 18 years as a professional," Miller said in a
statement through the Ducks. "I have decided that I am going to retire
after the season having been given more time doing what I love than I
could ever have hoped for.
"Thank you to you my teammates and staff, past and present. I'm
thankful to so many who made my career possible and helped me on my
journey from youth hockey to the NHL. Thank you to my family for
supporting me with so much love and enthusiasm."
Miller spent the first 11 seasons of his career with the Buffalo Sabres and
won the Vezina Trophy, awarded to the top goaltender, in 2010. He spent
part of a season with the St. Louis Blues (2014) before three seasons
with the Vancouver Canucks. The Michigan State product has been on
the Ducks since 2017.
Perhaps Miller will best be remembered for his performance during Team
USA's run to the gold medal game during the 2010 Olympics in
Vancouver. The U.S. came up short against Canada when Sidney
Crosby beat Miller in overtime.
With a Ducks victory over the Washington Capitals on Feb. 17, 2019,
Miller earned his 375th win to pass John Vanbiesbrouck as the
winningest American-born goalie in league history. He currently has 390,
which ranks 14th all-time.
The Ducks have the second-fewest points (37) in the league with six
games remaining.
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