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Hurricanes top Blue Jackets in overtime, maintain Central Division lead
By Chip Alexander
Dougie Hamilton had just scored the winning goal in
overtime, thought about a celebration, thought better of it,
and instead headed to Alex Nedeljkovic.
And it was a big weekend for Nedeljkovic. The Carolina
Hurricanes goalie proposed to his girlfriend on Friday, then
took the ice Saturday night to not only beat the Columbus
Blue Jackets 2-1 at PNC Arena, but notch his first NHL point
in doing so.
With the overtime in its final minute, Nedeljkovic said he
spotted someone in a red jersey open in the neutral zone
and behind the Blue Jackets. He quickly passed the puck off
the right boards and directly to Hamilton — that open red
jersey — for a breakaway.
“I didn’t get as much on it as I wanted but he made a great
move to finish it,” Nedeljkovic said.
Hamilton beat goalie Elvis Merzlikins with a slick forehand-tobackhand shot. He immediately wheeled toward Nedeljkovic,
who was being swarmed by teammates.
“It can’t get much better than that, other than scoring
yourself,” Nedeljkovic said after the game.
Nedeljkovic, a good puck-handler who isn’t bashful in playing
it, has scored a goal before in his hockey career in the ECHL
and the American Hockey League. Hamilton, who first
contested a shot by Jack Roslovic before breaking down ice,
said he wouldn’t be surprised if Nedeljkovic scored a goal in
the NHL one day.
“I thought (Columbus) did a good job of really not giving me
too many opportunities to play the puck tonight, so it was
nice to get one there in overtime when things were a little bit
more open, and we were able to capitalize on it,” Nedeljkovic
said.
Goals were hard to come by this night as the Blue Jackets
(16-25-11), looking to finish out an injury-filled and mostly
miserable season, pushed hard against the Canes (34-10-7),
the Central Division leader.
Max Domi gave Columbus a 1-0 lead three minutes into the
game, banging a rebound past Nedeljkovic. And the Blue
Jackets nearly made it 2-0, only to have defenseman Jaccob
Slavin take away an open net by going down to block a shot
by Emil Bemstrom.
“He’s doing whatever he can to win and help out, and kind of
recognizes the guy was all alone and he just sells out and
makes an unbelievable save,” Nedeljkovic said.
Teuvo Teravainen tied the score with 1:16 left in the first with
his second goal in as many games, unleashing a shot from
the top of the slot off a Sebastian Aho pass. Aho extended
his point streak to seven games with that helper.

But that was it as Nedeljkovic and Merzlikins took care of the
rest. The Blue Jackets had 1:43 of a 5-on-3 power-play
advantage in the third, but the Canes’ penalty killers gamely
kept it a 1-1 game. Brett Pesce blocked a Domi shot. Slavin
and Jordan Staal kept knocking away pucks.
“Those guys are fearless. It was impressive to watch,”
Hamilton said. “It’s so fearless for them to basically play
goalie and put themselves in front of those pucks.”
Nedeljkovic and Merzlikins each finished with 31 saves as
Nedeljkovic earned his 14th win.
The Blue Jackets, playing their final road game of the
season, were allowed to fly in and out of Raleigh on
Saturday. They have several players injured and forward
Patrik Laine was unable to play because of an illness.
“The bottom teams in our division are hard teams to play,”
Hamilton said. “They’re not easy games where they’re highscoring. With those teams that aren’t in the playoffs in our
division, all the games have been that way. We’ve been in a
lot of close games, what we call grind games.”
But Nedeljkovic made a pass. Hamilton scored a goal. And
the Canes have points in 10 straight games.
Stars of the month
Aho had a big April while Canes went 10-2-4, scoring six
goals with 12 assists. That earned him an accolade
Saturday: Central Division star of the month.
Aho had four multi-point games and three game-winning
goals in April, and finished the month on a six-game point
streak (which he extended to seven Saturday).
Johnna Sharpe, Wake County chief operating officer, was
named the star of the month in the Central Division. Sharpe
has been among the local leaders in the fight against
COVID-19 and among those developing and implementing
vaccination sites including PNC Arena’s mass vaccination
drive-through clinic.
Goalie signings
The Canes announced Saturday they had signed
goaltenders Pyotr Kochetkov and Eetu Makiniemi each to
two-year, entry-level contracts.
The deal will pay Kochetkov $842,500 at the NHL level or
$70,000 at the AHL level, and he will receive a signing bonus
of $185,000. Makiniemi’s deal pays $842,500 in 2021-22 and
$892,500 in 2022-23 at the NHL level or $70,000 at the AHL
level, with a signing bonus of $185,000.
Kochetkov, 21, was taken in the second round, 36th overall,
in the 2019 NHL Draft. He played 10 Kontinental Hockey
League (KHL) games with Vityaz and Nizhny Novgorod in
2020-21, posting a 2-5-1 record with a 2.65 goals-against
average,
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Makiniemi, 22, was drafted by Carolina in the fourth round,
104th overall, in 2017. He appeared in 34 Liiga games with

Ilves of the Finnish league in 2020-21, with a 13-14-7 record,
2.59 GAA, .907 save percentage and two shutouts.

Hurricanes star Vincent Trocheck on hockey, playing piano and having his own candy
By Chip Alexander
Editor’s note: This is part of a continuing series of profiles on
the Carolina Hurricanes’ players and staff designed to give
people a better look at the players behind the pads. We’ll be
asking them about hockey, of course, but also about life —
hobbies, interests, special moments — to better understand
what makes them tick.

CA: You once said that a competitive nature is in every
hockey player’s blood. Has it always been in your blood?
VT: Yeah, definitely. From a very young age. I was
competitive, not just as a hockey player but in just about
everything I was doing, whether I was playing cards against
my sister or on the ice.
CA: Did you have a temper or just very competitive?

The Carolina Hurricanes would be hard-pressed to pick a
most valuable player in what has been a special season, but
no one can overlook the play of Vincent Trocheck.

VT: I don’t know. Maybe a little bit of both.

The center, whom the Canes acquired last season from the
Florida Panthers, is used in every situation by Canes coach
Rod Brind’Amour this season. A competitive guy who once
said he hasn’t made many friends among opposing players
in the NHL, Trocheck is always lurking around the opposing
net, making life miserable for the other guys.

VT: Yeah, I’m sure I was. I get involved in all aspects of the
game.

Trocheck also has made the Panthers pay for sending him
away. He scored a goal in each of the first six games against
his former team this season in the Central Division.
In an exclusive interview with The News & Observer’s Chip
Alexander, Trocheck talked about the trade, the season, his
love of golf and Pittsburgh, and a life lesson learned from his
mom:
Chip Alexander: What do you like most about being a player
in the National Hockey League?
Vincent Trocheck: I think the competitive nature of the game.
I mean, every night is a battle. I think people are seeing that
even more this year, with a tighter schedule and how much
every game matters a little bit more. I just think it’s having
that competitive edge and going out there every night and
having to fight for every inch.
CA: When people ask me why Vincent Trocheck is having
such a good year, my answer has been it seems you are
playing with so much confidence. Let me ask you, why are
you having such a good year?
VT: I’m sure confidence has been a little bit of it and plays
into it. Confidence is a very important mental factor every
game for all players. I just think the fit I have here is part of
the reason, being able to fit in in perfect spots with my
linemates and jelling well with them, jelling well with the
power play. Being on the same page as Roddy
(Brind’Amour). It just all kind of goes into it.
CA: Having played with the Panthers for seven years before
being traded, how concerned were you about the fit with
Carolina. Was there any apprehension?
VT: Yes, of course. I had never been traded before. It was a
first time. It was a little different, and I wasn’t sure what to
expect, if I would be able to fit in right away. It took a little bit
of an adjustment period coming last season at midseason.
But it has been a great fit ever since.

CA: I heard Nino Niederreiter say there was trash-talk going
on in a recent game. That can be a part of competitiveness.
Were you a part of that?

CA: Would you call yourself a car guy? Do you still have the
BMW M4 you bought way back when, the one that you called
your “baby”?
VT: “I don’t have the M4 anymore. About a year and a bit
ago, I sold the M4 and I’ve got an M8. But, yeah, I’m
definitely into cars.”
CA: Your dad was a musician and can play a number of
instruments. You play the piano, but is it true you can’t read
music?
VT: I used to be able to read music, and it wasn’t something
that I thought I would forget, but sure enough I did. Learned
when I was young, forgot, ended up taking piano classes in
high school and relearned how to read music. And then after
high school, going to play hockey and not being around a
piano for a while I kind of just kind of lost it. I’d like to get to
learning how to read again but don’t have the time to get
somewhere where I have my piano there and could kind of
settle in with it.
CA: One of your former teammates said you are a good
singer who could imitate anybody? True?
VT: I don’t have a great voice but I like to sing. I do like to
sing.
CA: I know you love to play golf, true?
VT: Oh yeah, big golf fanatic.
CA: What’s your handicap now and your lowest 18-hole
round?
VT: Four, and 73.
CA: Favorite golf course you’ve played and the one course
you’d like to play?
VT: Laurel Valley in Ligonier, Pa., and Augusta National.
CA: And what about a dream foursome for Vincent
Trocheck?
VT: Tiger Woods, Mario Lemieux and maybe Adam Sandler.
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CA: Best golfer on the Canes?
VT: Brady Skjei.
CA: Are you still a big cereal guy?
VT: Yeah I am. I’m a little odd. I like Raisin Bran Crunch,
which is basic. And then I like Puffins, like peanut butter
Puffins. They kind of taste like Cap’n Crunch. Pretty good.

was happy and it was like nothing bad was going on. I think
that taught me a lot about life, that there’s no problem too big
you can’t get through it, and that a positive attitude can do a
lot.
CA: You’ve had some serious injuries. Did that help you get
through those?

VT: I have no idea. Good question. I think I still have a
couple of boxes at my house back home in Pittsburgh.

VT: Definitely. I may not have been as strong as she was
when she was going through her sickness, but it definitely
taught me a lot. I was able to stay positive and focus on postinjury and family and trying to make sure I was as happy as I
possibly could be even though I was going through some
stuff that was keeping me off the ice, which was a big part of
my life.

CA: I’ve asked this question of others on the team who have
kids. What’s the best thing about being a father?

CA: I know you’re a proud Pittsburgh guy. What about your
loyalties? Still a big Steelers fan, Pirates fan?

VT:“Man, I don’t really know if it’s one thing. It’s the smile
they put on your face every time they do anything. It’s pretty
awesome when I come home and the excitement my son
has whenever he sees me walk in the door. It’s always
something that brightens up my day, no matter what’s going
on in life. Just watching him grow is awesome.

VT: Yep, big Pirates fan, Steelers fan. Still loyal to the
Pirates although they may not be the greatest team in the
world. I go back to Pittsburgh every summer. It’s home. I’ll
always have that.

CA: When you were with the Panthers, “Sweeties Trochex
Mix” was being sold. It was a collection of your favorite
candies. Can you still buy Trochex Mix?

CA: Think he’ll be a hockey player? You started at a pretty
young age.
VT: Yeah, he has a pretty big obsession with hockey already,
so I don’t think there will be much of a choice there. I tried to
put a golf club in his hand but he keeps going back to the
hockey stick.
CA: I read a few stories about your mom, Rita, and read that
you said, “She taught me there’s no problem too big.” I know
she had some serious health issues. What kind of an
inspiration has she been?
VT: When she was going through her colon cancer, the way
she carried herself you would never even know she was
going through anything or that she was sick. She just went
about her business and always had a positive attitude and

CA: A few hockey questions. You’ve been around a number
of hockey coaches. What do you like best about Rod
Brind’Amour’s coaching style?
VT: I think it’s how competitive he is. You can tell how much
he wants to win and he brings that into his coaching style.
CA: What do you like best about this Canes team, looking at
its strengths?
VT: The balance. I think we have so much balance. From
line 1 to 4, and D pairs 1 to 3, we have a ton of balance. And
we have three goaltenders who this year have all played
phenomenal hockey. And everybody wants to win.
Everybody comes to the rink with the same attitude, and we
all have that same goal, to win the Stanley Cup, and every
single guy in our locker room has that competitive nature that
we’re not going to be denied. That can be one thing that
separates us.
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Nedeljkovic, Hamilton hook up for game-winning OT goal
Carolina strengthened its hold on the Central Division with its
win
By Cory Lavalette
RALEIGH — Dougie Hamilton scored a breakaway goal in
overtime on a pass by Hurricanes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic to
give Carolina a 2-1 win over Columbus on Saturday at PNC
Arena. Teuvo Teravainen scored the Hurricanes’ other goal
in the victory, giving the Hurricanes 10 straight games with at
least one point.
Three Thoughts
1. In their eighth and final matchup of the season, the
Hurricanes and Blue Jackets engaged in the type of game
that generally favors Columbus. While there were plenty of
shots on goal, the game was played mostly at 5-on-5 — save
for the Blue Jackets’ lengthy two-man advantage in the third
period — and goalies Elvis Merzlikins and Nedeljkovic each
played well and made 31 saves.
But all of that goes out the window in overtime when one
mistake or great play can end the game in an instant. It was
the latter on Saturday, with Nedeljkovic using his puckhandling skills to angle a long pass off the boards to
Hamilton for a breakaway that became the game-winning
goal.
“It can’t get much better than that, besides scoring yourself,”
Nedeljkovic said. “It’s great. It’s something I enjoy doing. I
feel like it makes our D’s lives a lot easier. We spend less
time in our own end. I think (Columbus) did a good job of not
giving me a lot of opportunities to play the puck tonight, so it
was nice to get one there in overtime when things are more
open, and we capitalized on it.”
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Nedeljkovic’s
awareness of the situation led to the winning pass and finish.
“It’s just a heads-up play.”
2. Carolina’s top line has returned to its form from last
season when Andrei Svechnikov joined Sebastian Aho and
Teravainen. The trio scored the Hurricanes’ first goal when
Teravainen one-timed an Aho pass at 18:44 of the second
period to give him his second goal in as many games.
“That was the best line on the ice,” Brind’Amour said. They
probably deserved a few more chances there. … They were
really second and third efforts, just keeping pucks alive.
When they’re doing that, they’re tough to contain.”
3. The Hurricanes now have a near stranglehold on the
Central Division. Tampa Bay lost a 1-0 shootout to Detroit on
Saturday and are now four points behind Carolina with both

teams having five games remaining. Florida, 5-4 winners in
Chicago, are only two points behind the Hurricanes but have
already played a league-high 53 games and have just three
remaining.
On top of inching toward a division title, the Hurricanes
remain first in the NHL in points but are just one ahead of
Vegas, which has a game in hand on Carolina. Finishing
atop the league would come with home-ice advantage
throughout the playoffs. It was also lead to the Hurricanes
receiving the Presidents’ Trophy for the first time in franchise
history.
Not that Brind’Amour and his team care much about any
trophy that gets handed out at the end of the regular season
instead of the postseason.
“I don’t know how much that trophy matters,” Brind’Amour
said. “It’s probably the most irrelevant trophy out there.
You’re not playing for that. … If it falls in our laps because
we play well in the last five games, great. We want to get first
in the division, that’s the thing that’s obviously most
important, and that’s what we’ll try to do.”
Hamilton won the trophy with Boston in 2013-14, a season
that ended in disappointment with a second-round playoff
exit.
“I don’t think you go out there thinking, ‘We want to win the
Presidents’ Trophy,’” Hamilton said. “We want to win the next
game and the next game and the next game. I think I won it
in my second year, and I’ve got the trophy at home. I think
it’s pretty cool. So hopefully we can keep going and get
another one of those.”
Number To Know
1 — Assist for Nedeljkovic, the first point for a Hurricanes
goalie since Petr Mrazek had an assist on March 30, 2019,
according to Hockey-Reference.com. Before that, Cam Ward
and Michael Leighton had an assist 10 days apart in late
2016. Eddie Lack actually had assists on consecutive days
on Dec. 11-12, 2015.
One goalie in franchise history has two assists in a game:
Whalers goalie Kay Whitmore on March 30, 1989, in a 9-5
win over Pittsburgh. Mario Lemieux had four assists for the
Penguins in the loss — his staggering 80th, 81st, 82nd and
83rd goals of the season. Ray Ferraro had his 39th and 40th
goal of the season that night.
Whitmore assisted on goals by Ulf Samuelsson & John
Anderson. Three current NHL coaches, Dean Evanson
(Minnesota), Dave Tippett (Edmonton) and Joel Quenneville
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(Florida), played for the Whalers that night. Ron Francis had
no points despite the nine Hartford goals.
They Said It
“If he can keep going here, I wouldn’t be surprised to see him
score a goal soon too.”
— Hurricanes defenseman Dougie Hamilton on goalie Alex
Nedeljkovic’s puck-handling skills.
Plus
Jaccob Slavin, Hurricanes defenseman — The game never
gets to overtime without Slavin, who was celebrating his 27th
birthday. His block of Emil Benstrom’s shot toward an empty
net eight minutes into the game kept Columbus from building
a 2-0 lead. Then in the third period, he was the anchor of a
5-on-3 penalty kill, logging a 2:23 shift — after his previous
shift was a pedestrian 1:45 — to help Carolina survive a twoman disadvantage that was brought on in part by an iffy
delay of game call on Warren Foegele — that kept the game
tied at 1.

“He’s great. He’s phenomenal,” Brind’Amour said of Slavin.
“And then overtime too, the same thing. He has shifts where
he just gets out there, goes all the way in for a rush but is still
able to get back and stop their chance. He’s an incredible
player, and we’re just so lucky to have him.”
On Saturday, he was likely the difference between a win and
a loss.
Minus
Jake Bean, Hurricanes defenseman — Bean got turned
around on Columbus’ first-period goal, having the centering
pass hit his skate and the puck eventually end up in the net
off Max Domi’s stick. Then Domi nearly victimized Bean
again, getting a pass through the Carolina defender and to
Eric Robinson for a Grade-A chance, but Nedeljkovic made
the save. Bean, who was on the ice for eight high-danger
scoring chances against, played just 4:14 in the third period,
the fewest minutes of the Hurricanes’ six defensemen.

Recap: Nedeljkovic, Canes Top Blue Jackets in OT
Nedeljkovic records 31 saves, first NHL point in 2-1 OT win
By Michael Smith
Alex Nedeljkovic made 31 saves and recorded the gamewinning assist to lead the Carolina Hurricanes to a 2-1
overtime victory over the Columbus Blue Jackets.
The Difference
On Friday, Alex Nedeljkovic made his engagement official.
On Saturday, he recorded his first career NHL point and his
14th victory of the season in a 31-save performance. That's
a pretty good start to the weekend.
"It's been exciting," he smiled. "I'm looking forward to the rest
of my life with the love of my life, and to get the win tonight
makes it even more special."
It was another strong outing in net for Nedeljkovic, who
sports a 1.89 goals-against average and a .934 save
percentage on the season.
"He was huge. He played a heck of a game," Jaccob Slavin
said. "We didn't have our prettiest game tonight, but he held
us in there and made some big saves when he had to."
"He's just been making the solid saves," head coach Rod
Brind'Amour said. "He's been great. He was really one of the
best players on the ice tonight."
Nedeljkovic saved his best for last, when he peeked up, saw
a red jersey behind the Columbus trio on the ice and banked

a pass off the near boards to spring Dougie Hamilton on a
breakaway.
"Can't get much better than that aside from scoring yourself,"
Nedeljkovic said. And maybe that's next for the guy who's
already scored a goal in the ECHL and AHL.
"It's very hard to get an assist as a goalie, but the way he
plays the puck is unbelievable," Hamilton said. "If he can
keep going here, I wouldn't be surprised to see him score a
goal soon, too."
Fist Bumps
Dougie Hamilton
In overtime, Hamilton was able to sneak behind the white
sweaters on the ice, and Nedeljkovic was able to dish a bank
pass out to spring Hamilton on a breakaway. Forehand,
backhand, goal, and Hamilton made a beeline toward the
throng that had already mobbed Nedeljkovic.
"I didn't get enough on it as I would have liked, but it was
enough," Nedeljkovic said of his pass. "Dougie made a great
move to finish it."
Teuvo Teravainen
When the Canes were in search of an equalizing tally in the
first period, their big boys - their most threatening line of the
game - came through.
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Andrei Svechnikov laid the puck off for Sebastian Aho at the
blue line. Svechnikov drove the middle of the ice, which
helped Teuvo Teravainen slide into a soft spot between the
tops of the circles. Aho put the puck in Teravainen's
wheelhouse, and he ripped a one-time rocket past Elvis
Merzļikins to tie the game at one with 76 seconds left in the
period.
Penalty Kill

Stats Pack
7: Aho, the Central Division's Star of the Month for April,
recorded the primary assist on Teravainen's goal to extend
his season-long point streak to seven games (3g, 9a).
12/12/15: Nedeljkovic is the first Canes goaltender since
Eddie Lack (Dec. 12, 2015 at ARI) to assist on an overtime
goal.

The Canes' penalty kill was only called upon in the third
period, and they were masterful. The Canes dispatched 1:43
of a 5-on-3 advantage for Columbus and the ancillary 5-on-4
time, as well. Brett Pesce logged a 1:44 shift on the kill, while
Slavin remained on the ice for 2:23. Columbus, meanwhile,
managed only two shots on goal, while the Canes blocked a
third shot attempt.

10: The Canes are now riding a 10-game point streak (7-03).

"I didn't move around much during that 5-on-3, to be honest.
Pesce had a huge block," Slavin said. "You keep it tight at 5on-3. 5-on-4, you skate a lot more. I guess I was just able to
stay fresh that way."

Quote of the Night

That effort on the kill, which preserved the 1-1 score, brought
the current-capacity crowd of 4,987 to its feet.
"It was unreal. Those guys are fearless. It's pretty impressive
to watch. The whole bench sees it and respects it a lot,"
Hamilton said. "It was a big moment for us to kill that in the
game."

Jaccob Slavin for … Vezina?
Jaccob Slavin can really do it all. What a kick save!
"I had to do something about it, and thankfully I got a piece
of it," the birthday boy said.

"It definitely could have gotten away from us. We found our
game a little bit. We had spurts where we were really good
and playing our game. … Then, there were spurts when we
were getting ourselves into trouble. It's definitely a game you
look back on and you're thankful you got the two points, and
you're thankful you have a goalie who played that well. At the
end of the day, it's two points." - Jaccob Slavin
Up Next
The Canes will close out this five-game homestand with
three straight against the Chicago Blackhawks.
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Matthews, MacKinnon, Aho, Marchand named NHL Stars of Month
County manager, nurses among front line workers also
honored

Kevin Dineen (173-170-343) and Sylvain Turgeon (173-147320).

By NHL Public Relations

HONDA NHL WEST DIVISION - ALYSSA LAABS AND
NATHAN MacKINNON

NEW YORK - Carolina Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho and
Wake County chief operating officer Johnna Sharpe
(Discover NHL Central Division), Colorado Avalanche center
Nathan MacKinnon and associate nurse manager Alyssa
Laabs (Honda NHL West Division), Boston Bruins left wing
Brad Marchand and registered nurse Meaghan Quinn
(MassMutual NHL East Division), and Toronto Maple Leafs
center Auston Matthews and clinical resource leader Sarah
Rumbolt (Scotia NHL North Division) have been named the
NHL's "Stars of the Month" for April.
Throughout the 2020-21 season the NHL is celebrating the
remarkable efforts of the off-ice stars who make it possible
for us to play our games amid a pandemic by honoring
frontline healthcare heroes from the regions represented by
the League's weekly and monthly "Stars."
More on each frontline healthcare hero and NHL player can
be found below:
DISCOVER NHL CENTRAL DIVISION - JOHNNA SHARPE
AND SEBASTIAN AHO
Sharpe serves as the chief operating officer for Wake
County, N.C., where she has been at the forefront of the fight
against COVID-19 while leading TEAM WAKE's public health
efforts. A passionate public servant, Sharpe has helped
combat the deadly virus by both developing plans for
community testing sites and creating awareness campaigns
about those locations, including the mass vaccination drivethrough at PNC Arena - the home of the Hurricanes. Her
leadership of the county's public health efforts has ensured
that the health and safety of local citizens always comes first.
Aho registered 6-12-18 in 16 contests to power the
Hurricanes (33-10-7, 73 points) to a League-best 24 April
points (10-2-4), helping the team clinch its third consecutive
playoff berth and move to the top of the overall NHL
standings. Aho found the scoresheet in 11 of his 16
appearances, capped by a six-game point streak to close the
month (April 20-29: 3-8-11). He also scored a trio of gamewinning goals: April 8 vs. FLA, April 22 at FLA and April 27 at
DAL. The 23-year-old Rauma, Finland, native leads Carolina
with 21 goals, 51 points and six game-winning goals through
50 total outings in 2020-21. Among players to debut with the
franchise, Aho ranks fourth with 142-172-314 through his first
360 career games, behind only Ron Francis (131-286-417),

Laabs, who has worked in critical care for seven years,
serves as an associate nurse manager in the intensive care
unit (ICU) at UCHealth Memorial Hospital in Colorado
Springs, Colo. When the pandemic surged beyond the walls
of the ICU, Laabs made sure the hospital's staff was
prepared and was redeployed back to bedside to take care
of the sickest COVID-19 patients. She also organized a
"Wellness Wednesday" program for the hospital's nursing
staff, providing those who still were feeling the effects of the
pandemic - even after the swell of patients - space to share
their stories so they could confidently return to the amazing
work they do.
MacKinnon factored on more than half of Colorado's goals
during the month (21 of 40), topping all players in the Honda
NHL West Division with 9-12-21 in 13 games as the
Avalanche (32-12-4, 68 points) went 9-4-0 in April to secure
their fourth straight playoff berth. He registered points in all
but his final outing of the month, including consecutive three
point-performances April 22 (0-3-3) and April 24 (1-2-3), both
at STL. MacKinnon recorded five other multi-point games,
highlighted by a pair of tallies and the game-winning goal
April 2 vs. STL. The 25-year-old Halifax, N.S., native - who
paced the League with 11 power-play points in April (5-6-11)
- ranks fourth in the NHL with 19-42-61 through 44 total
contests this season, also sitting among the League leaders
in power-play points (3rd; 25), shots on goal (3rd; 184) and
assists (t-5th; 42).
MASSMUTUAL NHL EAST DIVISION - MEAGHAN QUINN
AND BRAD MARCHAND
Quinn works as a labor and delivery nurse at Beverly
Hospital in Beverly, Mass. She switched to that unit - her
dream job - right before the pandemic, but soon realized help
was needed in her old department, which had transformed
into a COVID-19 response floor. Quinn - who is heralded by
coworkers not only as a great nurse but also an amazing
woman - quickly contacted her former floor manager as well
as administration at the hospital, asking if she could return to
her prior job. After being given the green light - and while still
being oriented in her new unit - she picked up extra shifts to
serve on the frontlines of the pandemic.
Marchand paced the NHL with 14-10-24 in 17 outings, also
topping the League in goals (14), shorthanded goals (3) and
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game-winning goals (t-4) to power the Bruins (29-14-6, 64
points) to an 11-5-1 April. He collected points in 11 of his 17
contests, highlighted by a trio of four-point performances:
April 3 vs. PIT (3-1-4), April 6 at PHI (1-3-4) and April 18 vs.
WSH (2-2-4). Marchand also scored in 10 of his April
appearances to more than double his goal total for the
season and become the first Boston player with 14 or more
goals in a single calendar month since December 1982
(Barry Pederson: 15 G). The 32-year-old Halifax, N.S., native
has skated in 47 total games this season, placing among the
League leaders in shorthanded points (1st; 7), shorthanded
goals (t-1st; 4), goals (t-3rd; 27), shooting percentage (5th;
22.0) and points (7th; 60).
SCOTIA NHL NORTH DIVISION - SARAH RUMBOLT AND
AUSTON MATTHEWS
Rumbolt serves as a clinical resource leader on the
specialized orthopedic and developmental rehab unit at
Toronto's Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital,
where she has worked as a nurse for 13 years. Rumbolt
initially pursued a career in nursing because it promised her
the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of others
each day. She is a caring and compassionate leader who

prioritizes the safety and well-being of children and their
families. Rumbolt, who is praised as a role model, mentor
and leader to frontline nursing staff, is most proud of the
exemplary collaboration and dedication she has witnessed
over the past year.
Matthews, who earlier this season helped Toronto virtually
visit more than 100 children from Holland Bloorview, ranked
second in the NHL with 12 goals in 13 April games (12-6-18)
to propel the Maple Leafs (32-13-5, 69 points) to a 9-3-2
month and their fifth consecutive playoff berth. Matthews
found the scoresheet in 10 of his 13 appearances, including
goals in nine of those contests. He registered four straight
multi-point performances from April 4-10 (7-3-10), capped by
his third career hat trick and eighth career four-point effort
April 10 vs. OTT (3-1-4). Matthews also scored a trio of
game-winning goals, including back-to-back such tallies to
close the month (April 28 at MTL and April 29 vs. VAN). The
23-year-old Scottsdale, Ariz., native tops in the NHL in both
goals (36) and game-winning goals (11) through 46 total
outings this season (36-24-60).

Slavin helps Hurricanes with stunning kick save on Bemstrom
Carolina defenseman channeled his inner goalie during first
period of game vs. Blue Jackets
By Pat Pickens

Carolina goalie Alex Nedeljkovic was challenging Blue
Jackets forward Jack Roslovic and was out of position when
Roslovic tucked a pass to Bemstrom, who seemingly had a
wide-open net midway through the period.

Jaccob Slavin celebrated his birthday by giving his team a
gift.

But Slavin came out of nowhere to kick out Bemstrom's
attempt, keeping Columbus from building a 2-0 lead.

The Carolina Hurricanes defenseman channeled his inner
goalie by stymieing Emil Bemstrom of a sure goal with a
stunning stop during the first period of Carolina's game
against the Columbus Blue Jackets.

Kick save, and a beauty.
It was probably the save of the night in the CarolinaColumbus game, and if nothing else was a special way to
celebrate turning 27 on Saturday.
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Hamilton lifts Hurricanes past Blue Jackets in OT, point streak at 10
Nedeljkovic makes 31 saves, assists on game-winner for
Carolina
By Kurt Dusterberg
RALEIGH, N.C. -- Dougie Hamilton scored with 53 seconds
remaining in overtime, and the Carolina Hurricanes extended
their point streak to 10 games with a 2-1 win against the
Columbus Blue Jackets at PNC Arena on Saturday.
Teuvo Teravainen scored for the Hurricanes (34-10-7), who
are 7-0-3 on their streak. Alex Nedeljkovic made 31 saves.
Hamilton took a pass off the boards from Nedeljkovic in the
neutral zone and scored on a backhand. The assist was the
rookie goalie's first NHL point.
"It can't get much better than that, aside from scoring
yourself," Nedeljkovic said. "It's something I enjoy doing, and
it makes our defensemen's lives a lot easier. It was nice to
get a chance to get one there in overtime when things are a
little bit more open."
Carolina remained two points ahead of the Florida Panthers
for first place in the Discover Central Division with two games
in hand.
Max Domi scored for Blue Jackets (16-25-11). Elvis
Merzlikins made 31 saves.
"I thought we played really well tonight," Columbus coach
John Tortorella said. "I thought we played disciplined, we
were simple. Playing as groups was really consistent tonight.
One of the things we need to improve at is when we do have
odd-man rushes, to get more on them. That hurts us a bit."

Nedeljkovic is 6-0-1 in his past seven starts.
"To have the awareness of what was going on in that play,
it's just heads up play." Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour
said. "He was really one of the best players on the ice
tonight."
Columbus took a 1-0 lead at 3:00 of the first period. Eric
Robinson won a puck battle behind the net and fed Oliver
Bjorkstrand for a backhand before Domi tapped in the
rebound at the left post.
"It starts with [Robinson] just creating a battle and a turnover.
He's got such a good stick," Domi said. "Then [Bjorkstrand]
got that semi-shot off and the rebound was right there. I've
just got to sit on the doorstep. You've just got to put that one
in the empty cage."
Teravainen took a pass from Sebastian Aho and scored on a
one-timer from the high slot to make it 1-1 with 1:16
remaining in the first period. Aho extended his point streak to
seven games (three goals, nine assists).
The Hurricanes killed 1:43 of a 5-on-3 power play in the third
period, including a block by Brett Pesce on Domi at 7:15.
NOTES: Blue Jackets forward Patrik Laine was scratched
with an undisclosed injury. … Blue Jackets forward Emil
Bemstrom had two shots, one hit and one blocked shot in
15:33 after missing 21 games with a lower-body injury. …
Blue Jackets defenseman Seth Jones played 27:30, the
eighth time he has played at least 27 minutes this season. …
Hamilton has scored six overtime goals in the NHL. …
Carolina finished the season series against Columbus 5-1-2.
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Hamilton’s OT goal lifts Hurricanes past Blue Jackets
By Bob Sutton
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Dougie Hamilton scored on a
breakaway with 52.1 seconds remaining in overtime to lift the
Carolina Hurricanes to a 2-1 victory against the Columbus
Blue Jackets on Saturday night.
Goalie Alex Nedeljkovic picked up the assist on the winning
play as the Central Division-leading Hurricanes extended
their points streak to 10 games.
Teuvo Teravainen scored earlier for the Hurricanes.
Hamilton, a defenseman, also had a game-winning goal Feb.
7 at Columbus.

NHL regular-season games on their birthday for the first
time, though Slavin played in a 2019 playoff game on his
birthday.
Slavin made a diving block of Emil Bemstrom’s shot shortly
after the midway mark of the first period, preventing the Blue
Jackets from taking a two-goal lead.
It marked the first time in more than 18 years that two
Hurricanes played on their birthdays in the same NHL game.
That came when Aaron Ward and Jeff Heerema did so Jan.
17, 2003, in a loss to the New Jersey Devils.
ROAD ENDS HERE

Nedeljkovic, who has played in five of Carolina’s last seven
games, made 31 saves to improve his record to 14-4-3.

This marked the final road game of the season for the Blue
Jackets, who have four home games remaining.

Max Domi scored three minutes into the game for the lastplace Blue Jackets.

Columbus is 8-1-1 in its last 10 road finales.

Elvis Merzlikins stopped 32 shots, but he wasn’t able to
replicate his 41-save outing in a shutout in Columbus’
previous game.
Teravainen tied the game with a laser-like shot with 1:16
remaining in the opening period.
Four of the last five meetings between the teams weren’t
decided in regulation.

But it has largely been difficult away from home this season.
The Blue Jackets dropped 10 straight road games, going 08-2 in those.
For the season, Columbus ended up 7-17-4 in road games.
Two of the wins came in Raleigh, one in overtime and the
other in a shootout.
UP NEXT

NO GIFTS, PLEASE

Blue Jackets: Columbus returns home for games Monday
and Wednesday vs. Nashville.

Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin and left winger Max
McCormick both had birthdays Saturday. So they were in

Hurricanes: Carolina takes on Chicago for the first of three
straight meetings in Raleigh.
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Nedeljkovic’s stellar assist lifts Hurricanes to overtime win over Blue Jackets
Alex Nedeljkovic stopped 31 shots and set up Dougie
Hamilton’s game-winning goal as the Hurricanes closed out
their season series with the Blue Jackets with a win.

Alex Nedeljkovic was busy and perfect as the Jackets
swarmed his net, keeping the Canes in the game and
allowing them to build their game back up.

By Brett Finger

Carolina eventually did that, thanks to some strong shifts
from the Vincent Trocheck and Jordan Staal lines, but
Merzlikins stood tall, and the score didn’t change by the time
the horn sounded to mark the end of 40 minutes.

Saturday night’s matchup between the Carolina Hurricanes
and Columbus Blue Jackets came at a very interesting time
in both teams’ seasons.
The Blue Jackets are just freshly eliminated from playoff
contention after falling apart dramatically down the stretch of
the regular season.
The Hurricanes, on the other hand, are just a couple of
games removed from clinching a playoff berth. The goal now
is to finish strong and lock down the number one seed in the
Central Division - and the NHL, for that matter. A 2-1
overtime win Saturday night could go a long way in helping
them do just that.
A slow start for the Hurricanes culminated with an early goal
for Max Domi on a defensive breakdown at the three-minute
mark.
Columbus followed up its opening goal with several chances
in back-to-back shifts, including a chance for Eric Robinson
on a wide-open net that Jaccob Slavin got his skate to in the
nick of time to keep the lead from increasing to two.
From there, the Hurricanes found their footing in the game
and started to pile up some quality chances. Jake Bean very
nearly tied the game in the middle portion of the frame, but
his shot rattled off the goal post and the helmet of Elvis
Merzlikins.
Carolina would eventually tally the equalizer, though, in the
form of a one-time rocket off the stick of Teuvo Teravainen.

The most dramatic sequence of the game came in the third
period when back-to-back penalties left the Hurricanes with
the better part of two minutes of a 5-on-3 to kill. In the
defining moment of the game, Carolina came out on top and
put on a dominant showing.
Brett Pesce blocked a huge shot during the 5-on-3, and his
partner Jaccob Slavin made a number of big plays below the
goal line to clear pucks and keep the Jackets at bay. It was a
masterclass for the Carolina penalty killers.
From there on, it felt like overtime was inevitable. Columbus
got one final chance late in the third period, but Nedeljkovic
made another stellar save to force bonus hockey.
The extra frame was all Carolina for almost five straight
minutes.
Two Blue Jackets players collided at the Hurricanes blue
line, setting the stage for a long breakaway for Aho.
Merzlikins came up with the save on Aho to keep overtime
going, but he had to remain vigilant as Carolina continued to
control possession.
Martin Necas darted into the offensive zone and very nearly
ended the game on a move to the net, but a Columbus
defenseman tied him up.
Then, it happened.

Naturally, Sebastian Aho found Teravainen and put the puck
right in his wheelhouse for his second goal in as many
games. Andrei Svechnikov’s middle lane drive created the
passing lane.

Nedeljkovic made a save with under a minute left in
overtime, and instead of covering the puck, he played the
puck off of the boards and right onto the stick of Dougie
Hamilton for another breakaway chance.

The Canes kept their foot on the gas through the remainder
of the period, especially the Teravainen-Aho-Svechnikov trio.
Carolina’s first line lived in the offensive zone in the second
half of the period, and while they couldn’t beat Merzlikins
again, the sustained pressure from the Canes did lead to
their first power play of the game in the dying seconds of the
period.

Hamilton didn’t miss his shot as he strode in and jammed the
puck over the blue line past the outstretched pad of
Merzlikins to win the game for the Hurricanes and close out
their season series with the Jackets on a high note.

That man advantage carried over into the second period, a
frame that followed a similar script to that of the first period.
They generated next to no chances on the power play, and
they got worked by Columbus for much of the first several
minutes of the period.

On top of his highlight reel primary assist, Nedeljkovic had
another outstanding night in the net for the Hurricanes. He
stopped 31 of 32 shots in the win.
With the win, the Hurricanes are now 34-10-7 on the season.
They will end the night in first place in the NHL in total points.
Their point streak is now at 10 games.
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Carolina’s homestand will continue with a three-game set
against the Chicago Blackhawks before they close out the
season with two games in Nashville.

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Hamilton, Nedeljkovic, and Slavin on overtime win
Rod Brind’Amour, Jaccob Slavin, Alex Nedeljkovic and
Dougie Hamilton spoke to the media after a 2-1 overtime win
over the Columbus Blue Jackets
By Brett Finger and Andrew Schnittker
Thanks to the heroics of Alex Nedeljkovic (game-winning
stretch pass) Dougie Hamilton (game-winning goal), Jaccob
Slavin and others, the Hurricanes came up with a big 2-1
overtime win over the Columbus Blue Jackets Saturday to
extend their point streak to 10 games.
Nedeljkovic, Hamilton, Slavin and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to
the media after the win, here’s a full breakdown of everything
they had to say:
Rod Brind’Amour
On Jaccob Slavin’s play: He’s great. He’s phenomenal. And
then overtime too, the same thing. He has shifts where he
just gets out there, goes all the way in for a rush but is still
able to get back and stop their chance. He’s an incredible
player, and we’re just so lucky to have him.
On Alex Nedeljkovic: He’s been making the solid saves and
then the awareness. That’s really what it is, it’s to have the
awareness of what’s going on in that play, seeing it go and
Dougie’s gone. We don’t want a whistle there. It’s just a
heads-up play. So he’s been great, and he was really one of
the best players on the ice tonight.
On the President’s Trophy: I don’t know how much that
trophy matters. It’s probably the most irrelevant trophy out
there. You’re not playing for that. Now does it have some
sort of impact? Maybe, I guess at some point. But that’s not
what we’re trying to get. If it falls in our laps because we play
well in the last five games, great. We want to get first in the
division, that’s the thing that’s obviously most important and
that’s what we’ll try to do.
On the line of Teuvo Teravainen, Sebastian Aho and Andrei
Svechnikov: They were great. That was the best line on the
ice. They probably deserved a few more chances there. I
think it’s more [Teravainen] and just that skill set that he
brings. When the other two are working that, Svech and Aho
were working hard tonight, every shift they were really
second and third efforts, just keeping pucks alive. When
they’re doing that, they’re tough to contain.
On Dougie Hamilton going to Nedeljkovic after his gamewinner: That’s just the recognition. Everybody in the building
knew that was just a great play by the goalie. Dougie, I can’t
say enough about him either, he finished it. We had a couple
of other chances before and didn’t finish it. Dougie doesn’t
miss. It’s just the recognition. He knew if it wasn’t for Ned
making that pass he doesn’t get the breakaway.
Dougie Hamilton

On Alex Nedeljkovic and if he’s surprised that’s his first
assist: I’m not surprised. He’s played I don’t know how many
games, and it’s very hard to get an assist as a goalie. But the
way he plays the puck, it’s unbelievable. If he can keep going
here, I wouldn’t be surprised to see him score a goal soon
too.
On the President’s Trophy: Obviously, it’s what you want to
do. I think you want to try to win that. It’s not the end goal,
but trying to win every game, I don’t think you go out there
thinking ‘We want to win the President’s Trophy.’ We want to
win the next game and the next game and the next game. I
think I won it in my second year, and I’ve got the trophy at
home. I think it’s pretty cool. So hopefully we can keep going
and get another one of those.
On the 5-on-3 penalty kill: It was unreal. I think those guys
are fearless. It’s pretty impressive to watch. The whole bench
sees it and respects that so much. So it’s a huge boost for
us. That was a big moment for us to kill that in the game, and
so fearless for them to basically play goalie, put themselves
in front of those pucks and they did a great job.
On Columbus not being an easy game: I mean, I can say it
now, I guess it’s eight games against Columbus right there.
So I think the bottom teams in our division are hard-working
teams, hard games to play. They’re not easy games where
it’s high scoring and stuff. Those teams that aren’t in the
playoffs, I think all the games in our division have kind of
been that way. We’ve been in a lot of close games. A lot of
the what we call grind games. We really haven’t had too
many easy games. We expected that from them today, we
knew that they had some close games in their last couple
games even without a lot of their guys and they played well
tonight again.
On the celebration after his goal: There was going to be one,
I’m probably glad I didn’t do it, it went through my head. I
thought of Ned right away. I would have another good one,
but somebody beat me to Ned. So it would have been fun to
be the first one to Ned and we would have had something
pretty special there, but it’s OK. I’ll take the goal.
Alex Nedeljkovic
On his pass in overtime: It can’t get much better than that,
besides scoring yourself. It’s great. It’s something I enjoy
doing. I feel like it makes our D’s lives a lot easier. We spend
less time in our own end. I think they did a good job of not
giving me a lot of opportunities to play the puck tonight, so it
was since to get one there in overtime when things are more
open and we capitalized on it.
On following up his engagement yesterday with the win: It’s
been exciting. Yesterday was a great day and I’m looking
forward to the rest of my life with the love of my life, and
getting the win tonight makes it even more special.
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On if he has always liked aggressively playing the puck: I’ve
always liked doing it. The guys I watched growing up - Martin
Brodeur, Marty Turco, Ron Hextall - you can’t get much
better than those guys. Brodeur had two goals, Hextall had
two goals. Those were the right guys to watch. As I’ve gotten
older, I’ve gotten better at not being so aggressive with it.
I’ve been more tame. It makes guys’ lives a lot easier when
we get pucks out of our own end and they’re not getting hit
and we’re getting pucks out.
On if he knew where Hamilton was when he made that
stretch pass: I had a pretty good idea where he was. I didn’t
know it was Dougie, but I could see how that rush played
out. Their guy came in and stopped in the middle. We
collided in the slot there with him, things got a little messed
up. The puck found its way to me. Out of the corner of my
eye, I peeked up and saw a red jersey behind their two guys
and thought I could at least make it a race (for the puck). I
didn’t get a lot on it, but Dougie was there and made a great
play to finish it.
On the delay of game call on Foegele and how the Canes
killed the 5-on-3: That was a little weird. We had a similar
play in Dallas. Their guy knocked it out of play over the glass
- it was very similar. Foegele hit it with his stick and their guy
used his hand, so I don’t know what the difference is there.
It’s just selling out and wanting it more than the power play
does. There were some big blocks. Pesce and Slavin had
some big blocks on the power play. We forced them to be a
little over-aggressive with some passes. You can’t get much
better than having Staal, Slavin, and Pesce on the ice there.
Those are the three guys you want. When they fumbled it a
bit there, we were all over them and didn’t give them any
time, which you don’t really see on a 5-on-3. We were able to
get the puck out a few times.
On how he and goalie coach Paul Schonfelder have
progressed through the AHL to the NHL together: It’s been
awesome. I couldn’t have asked for a better person to be
there for me when I first got in. He was there from my
second-year pro to these last three years in Charlotte - it
wasn’t every day, but when he was able to be there he was
putting in the work and looking at video just like we’re doing
now. Even when he wasn’t there, he was watching video,
watching games, and sending me clips. He always helped
me get better and you can’t ask for much more. I really

appreciate everything he’s done for me. It’s been fun to grow
and progress and - for both of us - to take the jump together
and to do this has been awesome.
Jaccob Slavin
On how he was able to maintain so much energy throughout
the long penalty kill in the third period: I didn’t move around a
whole lot on that 5-on-3, to be honest. Pesce had a huge
block. I honestly didn’t move around much. Keep it tight on
the 5-on-3, on the 5-on-4 you skate around a lot more, so I
guess I stayed fresh that way.
On Nedeljkovic’s big night and his assist in overtime: He was
huge. He played a heck of a game. We didn’t have our
prettiest game tonight, but he held us in there and made
some big saves when he had to. His puck-moving ability is
one of the best in the league and it showed there with the
overtime assist. That’s huge for us. The saves, obviously, but
his puck-handling ability makes it that much easier.
On how the game progressed and how the Canes managed
to get two points: It definitely could’ve gotten away from us.
We found our game a little bit. We had spurts where we were
really good and we were playing our game. Forwards were
buzzing in the offensive points, up to the points ready to
shoot. And there were spurts where we were getting
ourselves into trouble. It’s a game you look back on and
you’re thankful you got two points and you’re thankful you
have a goalie that played that well. At the end of the day, it’s
two points and that’s what matters.
On the importance of the President’s Trophy and if he
believes in the curse: I don’t believe in that curse, but we still
have to take care of business. We want to play well heading
into the playoffs, we don’t want to go out on a low note. We
want to keep getting better every game and continue to finetune the game heading into the postseason and make sure
our game is where it needs to be at.
On if he knew how wide-open the net was on his block in the
first period: Yeah, a little bit. I was watching the puck and I
thought Domi would shoot it, so I was watching Ned and
hoping he’d make the save, but he went backdoor to my guy
so I had to do something about it. Thankfully, I got a piece of
it.
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Wolves don’t take to the Wild
Playing their sixth game in eight days, the Chicago Wolves
suffered a 5-2 loss to the Iowa Wild on Saturday night at the
Wolves Training Facility.
Forwards Dominik Bokk and David Gust scored for the
Central Division-leading Wolves (18-6-1-2), who saw their
three-game winning streak come to an end. Iowa outshot
Chicago 48-27 on the night while the teams combined for
102 penalty minutes.

waist-high shot toward the net and McLain redirected it past
Connor Ingram for a 2-1 edge at 17:23.
The Wild pushed their advantage to 3-1 on rookie Matt
Boldy’s goal at 5:25 of the second. Iowa enjoyed a 4-on-1
rush that the Wolves slowed, but Boldy displayed some nifty
stick-handling just outside of the crease and sneaked the
puck home.

“I think we’ll have some interesting games against these
guys next year,” said Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky.
“Tonight wasn’t great. We didn’t have the gas. But I think our
younger kids got experience from it. Maybe that’s something
we can take a positive out of.”

The Wolves slashed the deficit to 3-2 on Gust’s first goal with
the Wolves. Cole Smith led a 4-on-2 rush and dropped a
pass back to rookie defenseman Marc Del Gaizo, who fired a
shot that ricocheted to the other side of the net. Gust
corralled the rebound and knocked it home as Del Gaizo
earned his first pro point on the play.

Iowa (13-12-4-0) opened the scoring just 30 seconds after
puck drop as the Wolves committed a turnover in their own
zone and Wild forward Will Bitten swatted home a rebound.

Iowa retaliated with goals by crashing the crease for goals by
Jarrett Burton and Brandon Duhaime for a 5-2 lead through
two periods.

The Wolves took advantage of their first power play to pull
even at 16:05. David Warsofsky rushed the puck into the
neutral zone and fed Bokk with some momentum across the
blue line. Bokk dragged the puck around an Iowa
defenseman before beating goaltender Robbie Beydoun with
a high backhand.

Beydoun (1-0-0) made 25 saves in his AHL debut to earn the
win while Ingram (1-3-1) stopped 35 shots before suffering
an injury midway through the third period. Beck Warm posted
8 saves the rest of the way.

Iowa regained the lead a minute later on Mitch McLain’s
goal. After the Wild won a faceoff, Nick Swaney flung a

The Wolves travel to Grand Rapids at 6 p.m. Friday before
hosting the Griffins at 7 p.m. on Saturday, May 8. All Wolves
games are streamed on AHLTV.com.

TODAY’S LINKS
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251094224.html
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251040584.html
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/05/nedeljkovic-hamilton-hook-up-for-game-winning-ot-goal/
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-alex-nedeljkovic-canes-top-blue-jackets-in-overtime/c-324249136
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-stars-of-the-month-april/c-324220936
https://www.nhl.com/news/hurricanes-defenseman-jaccob-slavin-saves-goal/c-324237524
https://www.nhl.com/news/columbus-blue-jackets-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-324220090
https://apnews.com/article/columbus-blue-jackets-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-nhl-sports-73d4fe61f3d75d4b76a908a52fa40889
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/1/22415095/alex-nedeljkovic-stellar-assist-lifts-carolina-hurricanes-to-overtime-win-columbus-blue-jacketsnhl
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/1/22415244/carolina-hurricanes-rod-brindamour-alex-nedeljkovic-jaccob-slavin-dougie-hamilton
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/05/01/wolves-dont-take-to-the-wild/
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Hurricanes top Blue Jackets in overtime, maintain Central Division lead

But that was it as Nedeljkovic and Merzlikins took care of the rest. The
Blue Jackets had 1:43 of a 5-on-3 power-play advantage in the third, but
the Canes’ penalty killers gamely kept it a 1-1 game. Brett Pesce blocked
a Domi shot. Slavin and Jordan Staal kept knocking away pucks.

BY CHIP ALEXANDER

“Those guys are fearless. It was impressive to watch,” Hamilton said. “It’s
so fearless for them to basically play goalie and put themselves in front of
those pucks.”

Dougie Hamilton had just scored the winning goal in overtime, thought
about a celebration, thought better of it, and instead headed to Alex
Nedeljkovic.
And it was a big weekend for Nedeljkovic. The Carolina Hurricanes
goalie proposed to his girlfriend on Friday, then took the ice Saturday
night to not only beat the Columbus Blue Jackets 2-1 at PNC Arena, but
notch his first NHL point in doing so.
With the overtime in its final minute, Nedeljkovic said he spotted
someone in a red jersey open in the neutral zone and behind the Blue
Jackets. He quickly passed the puck off the right boards and directly to
Hamilton — that open red jersey — for a breakaway.
“I didn’t get as much on it as I wanted but he made a great move to finish
it,” Nedeljkovic said.
Hamilton beat goalie Elvis Merzlikins with a slick forehand-to-backhand
shot. He immediately wheeled toward Nedeljkovic, who was being
swarmed by teammates.

Nedeljkovic and Merzlikins each finished with 31 saves as Nedeljkovic
earned his 14th win.
The Blue Jackets, playing their final road game of the season, were
allowed to fly in and out of Raleigh on Saturday. They have several
players injured and forward Patrik Laine was unable to play because of
an illness.
“The bottom teams in our division are hard teams to play,” Hamilton said.
“They’re not easy games where they’re high-scoring. With those teams
that aren’t in the playoffs in our division, all the games have been that
way. We’ve been in a lot of close games, what we call grind games.”
But Nedeljkovic made a pass. Hamilton scored a goal. And the Canes
have points in 10 straight games.
STARS OF THE MONTH
Aho had a big April while Canes went 10-2-4, scoring six goals with 12
assists. That earned him an accolade Saturday: Central Division star of
the month.

“It can’t get much better than that, other than scoring yourself,”
Nedeljkovic said after the game.

Aho had four multi-point games and three game-winning goals in April,
and finished the month on a six-game point streak (which he extended to
seven Saturday).

Nedeljkovic, a good puck-handler who isn’t bashful in playing it, has
scored a goal before in his hockey career in the ECHL and the American
Hockey League. Hamilton, who first contested a shot by Jack Roslovic
before breaking down ice, said he wouldn’t be surprised if Nedeljkovic
scored a goal in the NHL one day.

Johnna Sharpe, Wake County chief operating officer, was named the star
of the month in the Central Division. Sharpe has been among the local
leaders in the fight against COVID-19 and among those developing and
implementing vaccination sites including PNC Arena’s mass vaccination
drive-through clinic.

“I thought (Columbus) did a good job of really not giving me too many
opportunities to play the puck tonight, so it was nice to get one there in
overtime when things were a little bit more open, and we were able to
capitalize on it,” Nedeljkovic said.

GOALIE SIGNINGS

Goals were hard to come by this night as the Blue Jackets (16-25-11),
looking to finish out an injury-filled and mostly miserable season, pushed
hard against the Canes (34-10-7), the Central Division leader.

The deal will pay Kochetkov $842,500 at the NHL level or $70,000 at the
AHL level, and he will receive a signing bonus of $185,000. Makiniemi’s
deal pays $842,500 in 2021-22 and $892,500 in 2022-23 at the NHL
level or $70,000 at the AHL level, with a signing bonus of $185,000.

Max Domi gave Columbus a 1-0 lead three minutes into the game,
banging a rebound past Nedeljkovic. And the Blue Jackets nearly made it
2-0, only to have defenseman Jaccob Slavin take away an open net by
going down to block a shot by Emil Bemstrom.
“He’s doing whatever he can to win and help out, and kind of recognizes
the guy was all alone and he just sells out and makes an unbelievable
save,” Nedeljkovic said.
Teuvo Teravainen tied the score with 1:16 left in the first with his second
goal in as many games, unleashing a shot from the top of the slot off a
Sebastian Aho pass. Aho extended his point streak to seven games with
that helper.

The Canes announced Saturday they had signed goaltenders Pyotr
Kochetkov and Eetu Makiniemi each to two-year, entry-level contracts.

Kochetkov, 21, was taken in the second round, 36th overall, in the 2019
NHL Draft. He played 10 Kontinental Hockey League (KHL) games with
Vityaz and Nizhny Novgorod in 2020-21, posting a 2-5-1 record with a
2.65 goals-against average,
Makiniemi, 22, was drafted by Carolina in the fourth round, 104th overall,
in 2017. He appeared in 34 Liiga games with Ilves of the Finnish league
in 2020-21, with a 13-14-7 record, 2.59 GAA, .907 save percentage and
two shutouts
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Chicago Blackhawks’ rally falls short in a 5-4 loss to the Florida Panthers,
leaving them 8 points behind in the playoff chase with 5 games remaining

By PHIL THOMPSON

The Chicago Blackhawks lost to the Florida Panthers 5-4 on Saturday at
the United Center with a smattering of fans in attendance.

development with six games left in the season entering Saturday and the
Hawks six points behind the fourth-place Nashville Predators.
“Yeah, no question, we’d like to have these guys playing a little more
minutes,” Colliton said Saturday. “When you’re in development phase for
these young guys, first, second, third year in the league, you want to try
and give them just the right amount, not too little, not too much —
Goldilocks.”
Hawks coaches have been careful not to put too much on some of the
younger skaters’ plates.

The Hawks increased the number of team-invited guests and had them
sitting in the lower section of the stands (opposite the benches), which
were empty earlier this season. They’re hoping to accommodate about
20% capacity May 9-10 against the Dallas Stars, which would be about
4,000 fans.

For example, Colliton said earlier this week that Adam Boqvist struggled
with his conditioning when asked to follow up a shift on the power play
with a shift on five-on-five. In other cases, Colliton has had to dial back
minutes for players such as Ian Mitchell and Philipp Kurashev when they
regressed or the Hawks wanted to create opportunities for others, such
as Nicolas Beaudin.

The Hawks rallied a couple of times Saturday but couldn’t pull off the
comeback.

So it’s understandable that more experienced skaters have had to fill a
lot of minutes out of necessity.

While the Hawks remained at 50 points, the fourth-place Nashville
Predators beat the Dallas Stars 1-0 in overtime to move up to 58 points.
The Hawks have five games remaining in the regular season.

Entering Saturday’s game against the Panthers, Keith ranked 21st in the
league in average ice time (23 minutes, 45 seconds). Kane ranked fourth
among forwards (22:16). Connor Murphy was third on the team at 22:06.

There was the a 2-minute span in the second period in which back-toback goals from Connor Murphy and Alex DeBrincat tied the score 2-2.

“Sometimes the older guys absorb a little bit more because they can
handle it,” Colliton said. “They have more of a base to their game. They
know how to survive in situations where they’re under pressure or the
game’s on the line.

Then in the third, Kirby Dach scored on the a power play and Dominik
Kubalik scored with 18 seconds left, assisted by Patrick Kane and
DeBrincat. But time ran out on the rally — Dylan Strome’s blocked shot
was the last attempt by a Hawk to tie it.
The Hawks were undermined by coverage breakdowns. The Panthers
ripped off three goals in 1:06 between the end of the second period and
beginning of the third.
Aleksander Barkov worked a 2-on-1 with Gustav Forsling and roofed it
back-door over a sprawling Kevin Lankinen with 7 seven seconds left in
the second. Then the Panthers scored twice in the first 59 seconds of the
third, first on Anthony Duclair’s second goal of the game that came 28
seconds in and then on Owen Tippett’s short-range slapper set up from
Sam Bennett’s feed from the goal line.
At least the Hawks went 2-for-3 on the power play. Murphy scored his
third goal of the season in the second, and Dach flushed Philipp
Kurashev’s midair feed.
Sergei Bobrovsky had 31 saves and Lankinen made 37.
Adam Gaudette had two assists.
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“We certainly want the young guys to get in those situations, but you
don’t want them to be overwhelmed. We want to put them in a position to
thrive.”
Colliton noted Alex DeBrincat and Kirby Dach being brought along in a
similar way.
“There’s lots of other examples,” he said. “As they get more comfortable
in the league and they’re able to better prepare themselves mentally,
they can take more of a load.”
Workload is something the Hawks have been trying to strike a balance
with all season. Colliton acknowledged that in recent weeks he sacrificed
practice time to reduce the condensed season’s physical toll on players
but felt their performance as a team ultimately suffered for it.
“We have backed off the practices a lot there in the second half, just
because of trying to keep guys fresh,” Colliton said Friday. “That’s hurt us
a lot.
“I don’t know if there was another way to go — we felt we needed more
rest — but this group needs practice as well. So we’re trying to get in as
much as we can.”
Nikita Zadorov agreed that it’s a dilemma.

As the Chicago Blackhawks’ postseason hopes dwindle, Patrick Kane
and veteran staples could see a reduced workload to close the NHL
season

“I personally like practices when I’m fully recovered and I feel good,” he
said. “Sometimes you wake up in the morning and you’re pretty tired after
the game, after a road trip and you need that day off, you need the
optional skate or something. Jeremy is really good at managing that.”

By PHIL THOMPSON

Zadorov said players can work on things individually and as a team that
they can use in games, but this season’s 56-game schedule —
influenced by the league’s COVID-19 protocols — added challenges.

Being an ironman is admirable, but the Chicago Blackhawks are at a
point in the season at which they need to take the long-term view.
While Hawks coach Jeremy Colliton has refused to give up on his team’s
faded playoffs hopes, he also has recognized it’s time to reduce the
heavy workload of veterans such as Patrick Kane and Duncan Keith.
The Hawks have plenty of young players — particularly among the
defensemen — who could use a bump in ice time to further their

“This year is a different schedule, right?” Zadorov said. “We’re pretty
backed up, it’s game after game every other day and there’s not many
practices you can fill in, so I feel them.
“Maybe next year if we come back to our normal schedule, we’re going to
get more time over there definitely.”
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Blackhawks lose again to Panthers as focus shifts beyond this season
The Blackhawks are balancing ice time and giving their young players
more experience during the 2021 season’s meaningless stretch run,
which continued Saturday in a 5-4 loss.

By Ben Pope May 1, 2021, 9:32pm CDT

these guys up here... It’s really big for me to re-sign here and be part of
it.”
The 26-year-old Russian has been a lightning rod for criticism at times
this season, but said Saturday he doesn’t pay attention to that and feels
this year has been a “big step forward” for him.
“I’m averaging 19 minutes a night, and most of the year I’ve played with
[Murphy] on the first ‘D’ pair, so it’s a huge step for me,” he said. “I’m
playing well. [I have] also had some not-great games, but all of us make
mistakes.”
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Jeremy Colliton will follow a “Goldilocks” principle as he increases ice
time for Blackhawks young players in the 2021 season’s final games.
“You want to try and give them just the right amount,” the Hawks coach
said. “Not too little, not too much.”
In the Hawks’ 5-4 loss to the Panthers on Saturday, that meant the usual
candidates still led the team in ice time, but the distribution was more
even across the board.
For example, a power play unit of Kirby Dach, Brandon Hagel, Philipp
Kurashev, Vinnie Hinostroza and Wyatt Kalynuk — a group with three
rookies and an average age of 22.4 — scored the Hawks’ third goal.
“We certainly want the young guys to get in those situations, but you
don’t want them to be overwhelmed,” Colliton said. “We want to put them
in a position to thrive... As they get more comfortable in the league and
they’re able to better prepare themselves mentally, they can take more of
a load.”
The Hawks nonetheless continued to struggle with turnovers and
defensive marking, losing their fourth straight game with just five left to
play. The Panthers struck three times in a 67-second span before and
after the second intermission to take a stranglehold 5-2 lead that a late
Hawks push couldn’t overcome.
“It’s on us players to be sharp in every situation and realize that, [during]
a lot of shifts, the game’s on the line,” Connor Murphy said. “There’s a lot
of moments in the game where we’re not showing enough desperation.”
“Win or lose, I would just like to see us play a brand of hockey that can
translate to winning,” Colliton said. “I don’t think we did that tonight.’
Ian Mitchell, whose rookie season hasn’t gone as he imagined, is one of
many guys for whom the Hawks’ otherwise meaningless closing stretch
will matter a lot.
Making just his third appearance since March 26, the 22-year-old
defenseman’s loud voice could be heard over the crowd of about 200
Hawks family and friends invited for the United Center’s soft reopening.
Mitchell will need a stronger sophomore year to begin living up to his elite
prospect expectations, and the momentum toward that starts now.
“A lot of it is...to get his swagger back,” Colliton said. “It wasn’t
unexpected that there was a drop-off [in his performance]. But
sometimes when you go through that adversity, your confidence takes a
hit. [He’s] getting back [to] being confident in himself and his ability to
make plays.”
Adam Gaudette, another young player with a lot on the line down the
stretch, added two assists Saturday to up his production to four points in
his first three Hawks games.
Zadorov wants to re-sign
Defenseman Nikita Zadorov, a pending restricted free agent —
presenting arguably the most unpredictable, compelling decision of the
Hawks’ offseason — would like to stay in Chicago.
“For sure, I would like to re-sign,” he said Saturday. “I like the
organization, I like the team. We’re moving in the right direction with
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Blackhawks’ Brett Connolly hopes to stabilize career, rediscover 2018
magic in Chicago
Connolly enjoyed the best three years of his otherwise tumultuous NHL
tenure in Washington, where he won the Stanley Cup in 2018. Might the
Blackhawks provide Connolly a comparable comfort zone?

By Ben Pope May 1, 2021, 6:30am CDT

Before arriving in Washington, Brett Connolly was considered a firstround bust. Since leaving Washington, Connolly’s reputation has become
marred by his albatross contract.
But for three blissful years with the Capitals, Connolly — in the right
environment, with the right expectations, filling the right role —
demonstrated how much he can contribute to a winning NHL team. He
has a Stanley Cup ring from 2018 to prove it.
“It was just such an amazing ride,” the Canadian forward said this week,
reminiscing. “It was amazing to be on a team like that where everybody
seemed to enjoy each other’s company. [It was] just such a close team,
which is something I’ll never forget. We obviously grew closer with the
championship. I’m just very fortunate to be part of that.”
Much of Connolly’s now-10-year NHL career has not gone as anyone,
especially he, hoped.
The Lightning, expecting immediate domination from their 2010 sixth
overall pick, rushed him to the NHL, then banished him to the AHL when
the immediate domination didn’t happen. The Bruins didn’t give him
much time to get settled, either.
More recently, the Panthers phased him out of their rotation when he hit
a “cold streak” earlier this season, then jettisoned him as a negativevalue asset to the Blackhawks in an April 8 trade.
With the Caps, however, Connolly thrived. He scored at least 15 goals in
each of his three regular seasons there, topping out at an impressive 22
goals and 24 assists in 2018-19.
“My role was defined on the team,” he said. “There wasn’t a ton of
pressure to score every night. I signed there to just play a third-line role
and got really comfortable with the group. I was playing with a lot of
confidence. They gave me an opportunity to just go out there and play
and not think too much, and it worked out.”
Connolly added six goals and three assists during the 2018
championship run, but earned more attention for his kindness than for his
solid secondary production.
A video of him tossing 6-year-old Caps fan Keelan Moxley three pucks
during warmups — until she finally caught one — went viral and started a
conversation over gender and age equality in hockey fandom.
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“Anytime we can put a smile on young kids’ faces, that’s what it’s all
about,” he later told reporters.
Another video of him chugging a Bud Light in seven seconds on stage at
the Caps’ victory parade was perhaps less kid-friendly but equally
exemplified Connolly’s down-to-earth personality.
Ask a Hawks fan which Cup winners are currently playing for the Hawks,
and most will correctly name Patrick Kane and Duncan Keith. But
Connolly, who turns 29 on Sunday, has actually upped the total to three,
and it turns out the trio has already talked about it.
“Theirs was three in five years, so that’s a little different, and both guys
won Conn Smythe [Trophies],” Connolly said. “But it’s definitely cool to
hear little stories about their runs and the differences and similarities to
[mine]. It’s been great to get to know those guys.”
Coach Jeremy Colliton has also appreciated learning about Connolly’s
journey while integrating him into the team.
“I try to spend extra time early on to get him prepared to play,” Colliton
said. “It’s always nice to pick his brain, [hear] how they were doing it in
Washington.”
Connolly’s best skill is his finishing. His career 14.0% shooting
percentage ranks 10th among all active players with 500-plus
appearances.
But he’s never been a major puck-mover or playmaker, so he fell out of
Joel Quenneville’s favor in Florida earlier this season when his accuracy
dropped off (his on-goal shooting percentage went from 56.6% to
44.4%), his possession numbers slumped (46.9% on-ice scoring chance
ratio) and his production lagged (two goals, two assists in 21 games).
“You go through stretches where you don’t score, and you press a little
harder, press a little harder, and sometimes that isn’t the best way to go
about it,” Connolly said. “Once that happens and there’s lots of options
for ‘Q,’ something that was pretty quickly in their minds was that they
were going to try and move me.
“It’s the business side of it, and you’ve got to move on.”
But the same contract that tanked Connolly’s value in Florida — he has
two years left on a four-year deal with a $3.5 million cap hit — now may
actually give him more stability with the Hawks.
He still could be moved or bought out this summer, but his hefty cap hit
makes that relatively unlikely compared to other players. General
manager Stan Bowman, the day he acquired Connolly, Riley Stillman
and the rights to Henrik Borgstrom, spoke about Connolly like he’ll be
sticking around.
“We think he’s someone who can fit in with this group,” Bowman said. “[I]
wasn’t too concerned about his contract. It was really the combination of
what we saw in Connolly plus the other pieces that was attractive to us.”
And that stability is exactly what Connolly needs.
“It’s a couple years for me to prove myself and [prove] I want to be part of
the process going forward with this organization,” he said “I’m looking to
finish this year strong. But whatever happens at the end of this year, [I
will] hit the reset button and focusing on having a good next two years of
my career here.”

“You drive around the city and you see all the Blackhawks bars and logos
and people wearing hats and jerseys,” he said. “You drive around and
envision yourself winning here and being part of a good team here, and
that definitely excites you. It’d be a lot of fun to be a part of that.”
Chicago Sun Times LOADED: 05.02.2021
1211290 Chicago Blackhawks

Carolina hosts Chicago following overtime victory

By Associated Press

Chicago Blackhawks (22-23-6, sixth in the Central Division) vs. Carolina
Hurricanes (34-10-7, first in the Central Division)
Raleigh, North Carolina; Monday, 7 p.m. EDT
FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -217, Blackhawks +170
BOTTOM LINE: Carolina hosts the Chicago Blackhawks after the
Hurricanes knocked off Columbus 2-1 in overtime.
The Hurricanes are 34-10-7 in division games. Carolina ranks 12th in the
NHL with 32.1 shots per game and is averaging 3.2 goals.
The Blackhawks are 22-23-6 against the rest of their division. Chicago
has converted on 22.8% of power-play opportunities, scoring 37 powerplay goals.
In their last meeting on April 1, Carolina won 4-3. Warren Foegele scored
two goals for the Hurricanes.
TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with 21 goals,
adding 31 assists and collecting 52 points. Andrei Svechnikov has three
goals and seven assists over the last 10 games for Carolina.
Patrick Kane leads the Blackhawks with 47 total assists and has 62
points. Alex DeBrincat has five goals over the last 10 games for Chicago.
LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-0-3, averaging 3.3 goals, 5.7 assists,
3.8 penalties and 8.5 penalty minutes while giving up 1.9 goals per game
with a .934 save percentage.
Blackhawks: 4-5-1, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.4 assists, 2.7 penalties and
7.2 penalty minutes while allowing 3.7 goals per game with an .886 save
percentage.
INJURIES: Hurricanes: Petr Mrazek: day to day (lower body), Jordan
Martinook: day to day (lower body).
Blackhawks: Adam Boqvist: out for season (wrist), Calvin de Haan: day
to day (hip).
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Lankinen's struggles continue as Blackhawks fall to Panthers

Connolly scored in his first game with the Hawks, immediately checking
off that sometimes anxiety-inducing box.
He hasn’t recorded a point in seven games since — mainly in a fourthline role — but has generated strong underlying numbers, including
55.6% shot-attempt and 50.9% scoring-chance ratios.
And there’s something in the Chicago air bringing back the sense of
optimism and opportunity he felt in Washington. Both Connolly and the
Hawks’ organization are far from those Capitals-in-2018 heights
currently, but he smells potential on both fronts.

John Dietz

The site was almost jarring. The sounds, somewhat shocking.
Because finally -- after nearly 14 long months -- fans were once again in
the United Center for a hockey game.
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Not many of them, mind you -- about 200 who were invited by the
Blackhawks for a "soft opening" before 4,000 will flood the UC for the
final two home games.
But their return was a welcome site as the world attempts to return to
some sense of normalcy during a pandemic in which almost nothing has
been normal.
"There was only a couple hundred, but you could definitely tell," said
Adam Gaudette, who notched a pair of assists during the Hawks' 5-4 loss
to the Florida Panthers. "It was great to have the fans here. I always
loved coming to play at this rink because the atmosphere was always
crazy.
"I can't wait to see this place packed."
Other than Patrick Kane flipping his pregame puck to a lucky patron,
there weren't many reasons to cheer early on as Florida took a 2-0 lead.
But everyone leapt out of their seats when Connor Murphy made it 2-1 at
15:19 of the second period, then exploded once again just 52 seconds
later when Alex DeBrincat notched his 25th goal to tie it at 2-2.
Things went south in a hurry after that, though. Kevin Lankinen, having
already given up a soft goal to Nikita Gusev, ended up too far away from
the net on Aleksander Barkov's score that made it 3-2 with 6.8 ticks
remaining in the second.
Early in the third, a charging Anthony Duclair got Lankinen to commit,
then tucked the puck around the Hawks' netminder for a 4-2 Panthers
lead. Thirty-one seconds later it was 5-2 when Owen Tippett rifled a onetimer past Lankinen, whose save percentage is an unsightly .868 over his
last eight games.
Not that everything was on Lankinen as the Hawks were outshot 40-29
after 55 minutes. Only a late flurry made the final numbers (42-35) look
respectable.
"It's frustrating," Murphy said. "It's on us players to be sharp in every
situation and realize that a lot of shifts the game's on the line, especially
the first shifts of a period or the last shift of a period. ...
"There's a lot of moments in the game where we're not showing enough
desperation to continue to push the game in the right direction."
Joel Quenneville's Panthers, now 34-14-5, come at you from every angle.
They relentlessly invade the slot. They camp in front of the net, ready for
tap-ins. They beat you to loose pucks, deliver razor-sharp passes and
possess some of the deadliest moves in the game.
Pause or lose concentration for an instant and the puck is in the back of
your net.
"We turned the puck over, fed their transition," said Colliton, whose team
is 22-23-6 and now definitely out of the playoff hunt. "They're an excellent
transition team and they make you pay when you turn it over."
The Hawks did come back thanks to goals by Kirby Dach and Dominik
Kubalik, but Kubalik's came with just 18 seconds remaining.
Next up for Colliton's squad are three games at first-place Carolina (3410-7).
"Focus (now) is to play with pride and to play the right way," Murphy said.
"Realize there's something that we need to continue to build here and
realize that it's a process no matter what time of the year you're in -whether you're in it or you're out of it. Whether it's the first game or the
last game you've got to play the right way and just follow the team game
... because that'll build into good things over time."
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CHICAGO -- Anthony Duclair had two goals and an assist and the
Florida Panthers beat the Chicago Blackhawks 5-4 on Saturday night for
their third straight win.
Aleksander Barvok scored his team-leading 25th goal and had an assist.
Nikita Gusev and Owen Tippett also scored as Florida improved to 8-2-1
in its last 11 and remained two points behind first-place Carolina in the
Central Division.
Duclair has four goals in his last three games, and six goals and nine
assists in 11 games since returning from an upper-body injury on April
13. Barkov has seven goals in seven games.
Duclair, Barkov and other Panthers forwards are peaking with hot
production as Florida rolls toward the playoffs.
'œThings are clicking right now, not only for me, but the whole team,'
Duclair said. 'œI guess the puck is just finding me."
Coach Joel Quenneville points to Duclair's speed and playmaking.
'œThe Duke,' Quenneville said. 'œIt was one of those nights where he
had the puck in some interesting places.'
The Panthers (34-14-5) are playing well no matter where they skate.
Florida concluded its road schedule in the pandemic-shortened season at
17-9-2.
'œI guess we just like to be on the road,' said Barkov, who added he's
been working on his shot this season. 'œWe just try to play the same
hockey we do at home."
Barkov, Duclair and Tippett connected in a 1:06 span late in the second
and early in the third period to put the Panthers back ahead after
Chicago had tied it at 2. Chicago's Connor Murphy and Alex DeBrincat
scored 52 seconds apart late in the third.
Kirby Dach scored a power-play goal midway through the third and
Dominik Kubalik connected with 18 seconds left as the Blackhawks
pressed with goalie Kevin Lankinen on the bench an extra attacker. But
Chicago lost its fourth straight (0-3-1) and fell eight points behind fourthplace Nashville and the final playoff spot in the Central with five games
left.
We want to play just as hard these last five games as we would if our
season was on the line," Chicago coach Jeremy Colliton said. 'œWe've
had a lot of positives here over the season, but it would be disappointing
if we let these five games slip away as an opportunity to continue to
develop and move forward.'
Sergei Bobrovsky made 31 saves. Lankinen blocked 37 shots.
The Panthers took a 1-0 lead in the first period on Duclair's second-effort
goal 7:54 in. Duclair slipped free of defenseman Wyatt Kalynuk, cut to
the slot and beat Lankinen with a low wrister.
Gusev made it 2-0 at 2:30 the second with his first goal in nine games
with Florida. He skated unchecked from the right corner to front of the net
and a backhander between Lankinen's pads.
Murphy and DeBrincat tied it at 2 the late in the second.
With Radko Gudas off for holding, Murphy beat Bobrovsky from the point
on a screened shot with 4:41 left in the period and one second remaining
on the power play.

1211292 Chicago Blackhawks

DeBrincat tied it from the slot, after taking Adam Gaudette's feed from left
wing after Gaudette had faked a badly beat Gudas.

Duclair, Barkov lead Panthers over Blackhawks 5-4

Barkov put Florida back ahead it 3-2 with 6.8 seconds left in the second,
breaking in alone a firing a rising shot over Lankinen's shoulder.
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Duclair skated in down right wing, deked Lankinen to the ice and made it
4-2 just 28 seconds in to the third. Tippett, alone in the slot, fired in shot
31 seconds later to up the Panthers lead to 5-2.

CENTRAL DIVISION GP

W-L-OTL PTS

ROW

1. CAROLINA HURRICANES

51

34-10-7

75

30

FANNING THE HOME TEAM

2. FLORIDA PANTHERS

53

34-14-5

73

33

Fans, termed 'œfriends and family,' attended a Blackhawks game for
the first time in the pandemic-shortened season and sat in the United
Center's lower bowl. Starting May 7, the city and state will allow the
arena to accommodate 25% capacity for Chicago Bulls and Blackhawks
games.

3. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING

51

34-14-3

71

33

4. NASHVILLE PREDATORS

52

28-22-2

58

23

INJURY/ROSTER REPORTS
Panthers: F Mason Marchment missed his sixth game (upper-body) and
G Chris Driedger missed his third (lower-body). Quenneville expects
them to return next week.
Blackhawks: D Calvin de Haan (hip) missed his fourth game. '». D Ian
Mitchell returned after sitting out five games and fellow rookie D Nicholas
Beaudin sat out. Colliton said the 22-year-old Mitchell, who started strong
this season, needed time in the minors and the on the taxi squad 'œto
get his swagger back."

5. DALLAS STARS

21-17-13 55

19

6. CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS

51

51

22-23-6

50

20

7. DETROIT RED WINGS

53

18-26-9

45

16

52

16-25-11 43

8. COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS
13

Who would the Blackhawks play in the first round?
If the Blackhawks were able to make it to the fourth spot, they would face
the Hurricanes, who look to win the Central Division and secure home-ice
advantage in the first two rounds of the Stanley Cup playoffs.

UP NEXT

If the season ended today, though, the Central Division matchups would
be as follows:

Panthers: Host Dallas on Monday, the first in a three-game homestand to
close the regular season.

NO. 1 CAROLINA HURRICANES
PREDATORS

Blackhawks: At Carolina on Monday to open a three-game series.

NO. 2 FLORIDA PANTHERS

Daily Herald Times LOADED: 05.02.2021

What is the Blackhawks’ remaining schedule?

1211293 Chicago Blackhawks

The Blackhawks' five remaining games are going to be difficult -- to say
the least -- with their next three games on first-place Carolina's home ice.

NHL Playoff standings 2021: Chicago Blackhawks odds, scenarios

BY NBC SPORTS CHICAGO STAFF

NO. 4 NASHVILLE

NO. 3 TAMPA BAY LIGHTENING

Here are the Blackhawks' next five games:
MONDAY, MAY 3

AT HURRICANES

TUESDAY, MAY 4

AT HURRICANES

THURSDAY, MAY 6 AT HURRICANES
With less than two weeks left in the NHL regular season, the Chicago
Blackhawks would need a miracle to get in the playoffs.
Currently in sixth place in the Central Division, Chicago is eight points
from the fourth place and last spot to make the playoffs. The next few
games are critical if they don't want to be eliminated.
Can they fight and claim a spot? Here’s everything you need to know
about the playoffs and the Blackhawks’ chances:
What is the format for the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs?
Gone are the days of the Smythe, Norris, Patrick and Adams divisions,
yet the NHL is using a playoff format this year similar to what it used
before the 1993-94 season.

SUNDAY, MAY 9

VS. STARS

MONDAY, MAY 10

VS. STARS

What are the Blackhawks’ playoff odds?
The Blackhawks’ odds to win the Stanley Cup are currently +75000 (odds
provided by our partner, PointsBet). The first-place Carolina Hurricanes
hold the fifth-best Stanley Cup odds in the entire league at +900.
Check back for updates on the Blackhawks’ playoff chances as the
season winds down.
Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 05.02.2021
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The top four teams in each division earn a playoff berth.
The first round of the playoffs will feature the No. 1 seed having home-ice
advantage versus the No. 4 seed, and the same for the No. 2 seed
against the No. 3 seed. The winner of those Round 1 series will square
off in what is essentially the division final.
The four second-round winners will advance to the league semifinals,
where each team will be re-seeded based on regular-season total points
in a No. 1 vs. No. 4 and No. 2 vs. No. 3 bracket. The two semifinal
winners will meet in the 2021 Stanley Cup Final.
Where are the Blackhawks in the Central Division standings?
The Blackhawks are sixth in the Central Division, sitting 25 points behind
the first-place Hurricanes. Chicago is nipping on the heels of the
Predators and the Stars, trailing them by eight and five points,
respectively.

Reality setting in as Hawks watch playoff chances fade

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS

The Blackhawks aren't going to admit defeat until they're mathematically
eliminated from postseason contention. But reality has started to set in as
they approach the final week of the 2020-21 season.
After falling to the Florida Panthers 5-4 on Saturday, the Blackhawks lost
their fourth in a row for the third time this season and have picked up only
one point out of a possible eight over that span. They allowed 39 scoring
chances during 5-on-5 action in the loss, according to Natural Stat Trick,
which was a new season-high.
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"We gave up far too much," head coach Jeremy Colliton said. "We turned
the puck over, fed their transition. They're an excellent transition team
and they make you pay when you turn it over."
The Blackhawks are now eight points behind the Nashville Predators for
the No. 4 spot in the Central Division with only five games left to play and
essentially have to win out just to give themselves a remote shot.
But with three games against the top-seeded Carolina Hurricanes on the
docket and the final two games against the Dallas Stars, the Blackhawks
aren't focused on the playoffs anymore. They're simply aiming to finish
the season strong.
"Just focus on the next one here," said Adam Gaudette, who has one
goal and three assists in his first three games with the Blackhawks.
"We're still trying to win games and go out on a high note, trying to find
our game here and set something up for next season. We've got a lot of
young guys on the team and I think we're just trying to click together.
We've got some things we need to work on and we're going to work on
those things until the end of the season."
Connor Murphy, who's been an alternate captain this season, echoed
those sentiments and passionately spoke about the importance of not
packing it in for the final five games.
"Focus is to play with pride and to play the right way and realize there's
something that we need to continue to build here and realize that it's a
process no matter what time of the year you're in — whether you're in it
or you're out of it," Murphy said. "Whether it's the first game or the last
game, you've got to play the right way and just follow the team game in
the right direction because that'll build into good things over time. If you
let it slip away it's not as easy to grab back onto things the right way. It
means a lot to play with pride every game."
The Blackhawks are trying to establish a winning culture again and
believe the process will help get them the desired long-term results.
That's why, even though they're on the brink of elimination, the
Blackhawks feel it's important to carry some momentum into the
offseason.
"We're competitors," Colliton said. "You grew up being a competitor. You
wanted to beat your brother, you wanted to beat your dad, at whatever
you're doing. We want to play just as hard these last five games as we
would if our season was on the line. That's got to be the standard of
competitiveness and doing whatever it takes to win.
"Winning one game on its own is worth it. It's worth the attention to detail
and it's worth the work ethic and the finding a way to win more 50-50s.
We've had a lot of positives here over the season, but it would be
disappointing if we let these five games slip away as an opportunity to
continue to develop and move forward."

2. The Panthers put on a clinic in the second period. They led in shot
attempts (27-11), shots on goal (17-7), scoring chances (11-7) and highdanger chances (8-2), according to Natural Stat Trick. They also had
4:16 of offensive zone possession time compared to the Blackhawks'
1:01, per Sportlogiq, and outscored the Blackhawks 2-1.
3. The Panthers went 1-for-4 on the power play in this game and
improved to 25-for-94 on the man advantage in road games this season
for a success rate of 26.6, which ranks No. 3 in the league. They're 12for-80 at home for a percentage of 15.0, which ranks 27th. A bizarre
disparity.
4. Kevin Lankinen had a really nice bounce-back performance after being
pulled in his previous two starts. He stopped 35 of 39 shots for a save
percentage of .897, many of which were from high-danger areas. He did
everything he could to keep his team in it after the Blackhawks were
outshot 31-18 in the final two periods and overtime.
5. Adam Gaudette appeared in his second game with the Blackhawks
and got on the scoresheet again. He opened the scoring in the first
period by cleaning up a loose puck in front of the net. Welcome to
Chicago.
Adam Gaudette scores his first goal in a Chicago sweater. #Blackhawks
pic.twitter.com/v4vzcf1xgQ— Charlie Roumeliotis (@CRoumeliotis) April
30, 2021
6. The Bash Brothers connected for a beautiful goal in the second period
when Brandon Hagel flicked a sauce pass to Vinnie Hinostroza, who
scored against his former Panthers team. That had to feel good for
Hinostroza.
Bash Brothers unite: Brandon Hagel with a beautiful sauce pass to Vinnie
Hinostroza, who scores against his former team. #Blackhawks
pic.twitter.com/AxJ0ZWGth3— Charlie Roumeliotis (@CRoumeliotis)
April 30, 2021
7. Dach had a terrific night at the dot. He won 10 of 12 faceoffs for a win
percentage of 83.3. And he won most of them against one of the league's
best in Aleksander Barkov, who went 6-for-17 (35.3 percent).
8. Dach and DeBrincat had two quality shorthanded scoring chances in
the second period but Spencer Knight came up big for the Panthers. His
best stop was on the second opportunity and it was the save of the
game.
Kirby Dach nearly connects with Alex DeBrincat for a shorthanded goal
but Spencer Knight comes up with a huge save. #Blackhawks
pic.twitter.com/hnFvAeC9bk— Charlie Roumeliotis (@CRoumeliotis)
April 30, 2021

1211295 Chicago Blackhawks

9. It was another physical game at the United Center. The Blackhawks
were credited with 36 hits, which is well above their per-60 minute
average of 19.9. The Panthers had 40, which is above their average of
23.8.

10 observations: Blackhawks tie game late but fall in OT

10. The Panthers improved to 17-8-3 when giving up the first goal this
season. That's a ridiculously good win percentage. The Tampa Bay
Lightning rank second with 14 wins.

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 05.02.2021
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BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS
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The Blackhawks fell to the Florida Panthers 4-3 in overtime on Thursday
at the United Center.

Which of these 20 forwards will be in the Blackhawks’ lineup next
season?

Here are 10 observations from the loss:
1. The Blackhawks looked like they were going to lose in regulation, but
Alex DeBrincat saved the day by scoring with 17.6 seconds left to tie
things up at 3-3. And just when it appeared as if the game was headed to
a shootout, Sam Bennett scored the overtime winner at the 4:08 mark to
seal the deal for the Panthers.

By Scott Powers May 2, 2021
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This could be one of the most fascinating offseasons in recent years for
the Blackhawks. As much turnover as they had this season, there’s a
chance they could have even more next season.
With the Blackhawks’ 5-4 loss to the Florida Panthers on Saturday, it’s
even safer now to look ahead to next season. While the Blackhawks
have plenty of questions to answer on their defense, including whether to
re-sign Nikita Zadorov, let’s focus on the forwards today.
Here are 20 forwards who could potentially be in the mix for spots next
season:
Locks to be on the roster (5 players)
Patrick Kane: Kane is obviously still the offensive engine of this team.
Even as he turns 33 next season, that isn’t expected to change. This
season did seem to wear on him down the stretch. His 8.6 shooting
percentage is a career low. He will still finish in the top 10 in scoring.
Alex DeBrincat: DeBrincat bounced back from last season in a big way.
He scored his 25th goal of the season on Saturday. He’s continued to
develop into a two-way forward, too. If Blackhawks coach Jeremy
Colliton is going to put Kane and DeBrincat together, it still seems a
matter of finding the right center for them.
Kirby Dach: The fact the Blackhawks were able to get Dach into any
games this season coming off his wrist injury was a positive. He hasn’t
reached the level he did during the return-to-play playoffs last season or
how he looked entering the World Junior Championship, but the
Blackhawks are confident he’s still their future No. 1 center. This
offseason will be huge for him.
Brandon Hagel: Hagel has probably been the most consistent rookie
forward for the Blackhawks this season. He may not produce every game
— though he has scored more lately — but he’s going to bring that motor
and tenacity every game. If he can learn to finish more consistently, he
will be even more valuable. If the Blackhawks end up protecting four
forwards and four defensemen in the expansion draft (Zadorov could
factor into that decision), Hagel, Kane, DeBrincat and Jonathan Toews
are the likely forwards. Hagel is due a new contract after this season, but
it shouldn’t cost the Blackhawks a ton considering he doesn’t have
arbitration rights.
Dominik Kubalik: Kubalik can definitely score at this level. He’s going to
be good for 20-30 goals a season. He’s at 17 this season after another
goal on Saturday. He will likely benefit if Toews returns, allowing more
consistent five-on-five ice time. He has been seeing more of the top
power-play unit lately.
Most likely will be on the roster (4)
Jonathan Toews: It’s sounding more and more like the Blackhawks are
hopeful Toews will be back next season. He’s been missed this season.
He would help solidify their top six and improve their penalty kill, power
play and faceoffs. How much rust will he have? At 33, Toews will have to
put in the work to get back up to speed. The Blackhawks are definitely
better with him than without him.
Dylan Strome: Strome hasn’t had the season the Blackhawks hoped he
would. The thought was he might ease Dach and Toews’ absences. He
has produced just seven points in five-on-five play this season. That plus
him being put at wing more and being a healthy scratch in two of the
biggest games of the season does bring some uncertainty to where he
fits into the Blackhawks’ future. For at least next season, he’s likely back.
He probably isn’t a valuable asset to trade coming off a down year and
requiring another contract after next season. There is a chance he’s
selected in the expansion draft if the Blackhawks expose him. Strome
could bounce back next season, too, with the Blackhawks expected to
have more skill in the lineup.
Philipp Kurashev: Kurashev’s NHL arrival came sooner than the
Blackhawks expected. He’s had his ups and downs this season, but he’s
still just 21. His primary assist to Dach on Saturday again showed his
vision. He could easily take another step next season. He will probably

have to earn a lineup spot again, though. He doesn’t have to be
protected in the expansion draft, so that helps his chances of returning.
Brett Connolly: The Blackhawks took on Connolly and his contract ($3.5
million cap hit) because they thought he could help them and they could
afford him. He’s mainly played a fourth-line role since arriving and will
remain in that. The Blackhawks probably wouldn’t have a problem sitting
him if needed.
Somewhat likely to be to on the roster (4)
Adam Gaudette: Gaudette has shown in the last few games how much
offensive skill he has. He’s planning a massive offseason after figuring
out his diet and how to put on weight. If he can put it all together next
season, the Blackhawks will have another forward who can fit into their
top nine. If the Blackhawks decide to protect seven forwards in the
expansion draft, Gaudette likely would get a spot. He’s also a restricted
free agent after this season, but his contract shouldn’t be costly.
Henrik Borgström: Borgström was probably the main piece in the
Blackhawks making the trade with the Panthers at the deadline. The
hurdle is signing him, but the Blackhawks are hopeful to get a deal done
once his season finishes in Finland. He’s not an absolute NHL player as
he spent a lot of time in the AHL with the Panthers. The Blackhawks do
think he’s capable of realizing the potential he showed in college and
made him a first-round pick. He’s another player who is eligible for the
expansion draft.
Alex Nylander: This would have been the perfect season for the
Blackhawks to really gauge what they have in Nylander. With him
missing the whole year because of injury, it does put into question his
future roster place. He has high-end skill and produced a decent amount
last season, but the consistency wasn’t always there. He likely will get
another chance to earn a top-nine spot next season, but the Blackhawks
will have other options if he doesn’t.
Ryan Carpenter: Carpenter is a useful and cheap fourth-line forward.
He’s also one of the team’s top penalty killers. Ultimately if other forwards
emerge, the Blackhawks can sit him down. He will likely be exposed in
the expansion draft.
Lukas Reichel was the Blackhawks’ first-round pick in 2020. (Marco
Leipold / City-Press GmbH)
Unknown (7)
Pius Suter: The Blackhawks would like to keep Suter. He’s been another
great addition off the European free-agency market. The question is
whether they can afford him. Evolving Hockey estimates he’s worth about
a $4 million cap hit. That sounds a bit high, but the Blackhawks are
definitely concerned about what an arbitrator would give him it came to
that. Suter has played well this season, but he’s also benefited from an
increased role with others out. The Blackhawks will undoubtedly try to
explain that to him in negotiations. If a contract can’t get done early in the
offseason, it wouldn’t be surprising if the Blackhawks traded Suter or let
him walk. The Blackhawks traded Dominik Kahun under similar
circumstances.
David Kampf: It seems strange to question Kampf’s return. He’s been the
ideal fourth-line center, especially this season. It’s just that the roster
spots quickly decrease if the Blackhawks are looking to add Toews,
Nylander, Gaudette, Borgström and possibly others to the roster. Kampf
shouldn’t cost the Blackhawks much if they choose to re-sign him. He is
also eligible for the expansion draft.
Vinnie Hinostroza: If the forward roster pool wasn’t already so full, it’d be
a no-brainer for the Blackhawks to re-sign Hinostroza, who will be an
unrestricted free agent after this season. He’s produced and his analytics
have been outstanding since he was acquired. He’d probably sign for
cheap, too, considering what he went through in Florida. He fits what the
Blackhawks want to do. We’ll see if there’s a spot for him.
Lukas Reichel: The Blackhawks are hopeful to sign Reichel after his
season in Germany. He took a massive step this season and has been
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better than they expected this soon. He may not be ready for the NHL
next season, but there is a chance he is. He plays a similar game to
Hagel but with more skill. He could force someone else out of the forward
picture.
Max Shalunov: Shalunov was arguably the best offensive player in the
KHL playoffs, and that has given the Blackhawks something to think
about it. The conversation would be much different if he didn’t have the
season he had with CSKA. If he’s willing to sign a cheap, one-year deal,
the Blackhawks would most likely explore that. There’s little risk in that
for them. Of course, the roster numbers game with all these forwards
could be an issue. One source mentioned Shalunov and Damir
Zhafyarov, who was third in the KHL in scoring, being a package deal.
The Blackhawks would then have to find another forward spot for
Zhafyarov.
Mike Hardman: Hardman is getting some NHL experience to end this
season because he burned the first year of his contract. For him to start
in the NHL next season, he’s going to have to prove himself in training
camp. The Blackhawks do love his size.
Someone from Rockford: No one with the Rockford IceHogs is knocking
on the NHL door, but that could change after another offseason. Evan
Barratt, MacKenzie Entwistle and Andrei Altybarmakyan are probably the
front-runners. Altybarmakyan is an intriguing prospect because he does a
little bit of everything.

Stars forward Denis Gurianov missed Saturday’s game due to an upperbody injury. Gurianov was one of just four Stars who played in the team’s
first 50 games of the season prior to Saturday.
He had two goals and three assists in seven games played against
Nashville this season.
Forsberg back, Arvidsson out
Predators forward Filip Forsberg returned to the Nashville lineup
Saturday night after missing the last 17 games due to an upper-body
injury. Forsberg has not played since Nashville’s March 25 game against
Detroit.
Viktor Arvidsson missed Saturday’s game due to an upper-body injury.
He played just 7:04 in Nashville’s last game, a Tuesday night home loss
to the Florida Panthers.
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How the Predators changed directions, saved their season: ‘It was damn
near a breaking point’

The Athletic LOADED: 05.02.2021
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By Joe Rexrode
May 2, 2021

Predators beat Stars in OT, take 3-point lead for final playoff spot with 4
games left

Jim Diamond Associated Press

Erik Haula scored at 3:32 of overtime to give the Nashville Predators a 10 victory over the Dallas Stars on Saturday night.
Juuse Saros made 28 saves for Nashville, winners of three of four.
Anton Khudobin made 33 saves for Dallas, which has lost three in a row.
In overtime, Mattias Ekholm carried the puck into the Dallas zone on the
left side. He skated around the net and threw the puck in front, where
Haula was there to poke it by Khudobin,
The shutout was the third of the season for Saros and the 14th of his
career.
With the win, Nashville takes a three-point lead in the race for the fourth
and final Central Division playoff berth over the fifth-place Stars.
Nashville has been in fourth place since March 28.
Saturday was the last head-to-head meeting of the season between the
teams. Dallas has five games remaining, the Predators four. Five of the
eight meetings of the season between the teams went to overtime, with
three of those extending to a shootout. Nashville won all five of the
games that required extra time.
With just under 12 minutes remaining in the third, Khudobin denied Matt
Duchene and Haula on back-to-back opportunities to keep the Predators
off of the scoreboard.
Not to be outdone, with six minutes to go, Saros stopped Esa Lindell’s
attempt from the left side and then turned aside Jamie Benn’s shot off of
the rebound.
Gurianov out

Nashville Predators assistants divide up the duties like any coaching
staff, some more enjoyable than others. Dan Hinote has perhaps the
best: putting together the highlights of the team’s best hits from each
game, a sure way to break up the monotony of a film session, especially
if your team gives you enough material.
It’s a job that wouldn’t have had much reason to exist for the past few
years. Did the 2018-19 Predators deliver any slobber knockers in their
first-round playoff loss to the Dallas Stars, or did they just absorb them?
They were mauled. Now it’s like this team is a football offensive line,
picking through the best “pancakes” from the previous game to
commend. And it’s more than chortling and back slapping in that room.
“We talk about certain players on other teams that don’t particularly like
to get into that physical contact, over and over,” said Colton Sissons,
center of the brawniest line in recent Predators memory, which is at the
center of this revived season. “We’re definitely aware each night of which
guys we want to target and make sure it’s not a fun night for them. Dan
shows it on the clips. We see how hitting like that wears on teams,
makes it so they start turning pucks over a little bit more, getting rid of the
puck a little earlier than they would normally.”
When you play a team that likes to do the same things — a team like,
say, the Dallas Stars — it can get messy. And this is what we had
Saturday night in the game of the year, the first non-playoff May game in
Bridgestone Arena history, the winner to seize control of the race for the
fourth and final playoff spot in the 2021 version of the Central Division.
Playing this game must have been like trying to see through fog, a fog of
body blows. It was a test of who could break away from delivering a hit or
bracing for one long enough to make a decisive hockey play.
That play finally came in overtime, after 63 minutes and 32 seconds of
scoreless hockey, Preds defenseman Mattias Ekholm reaching out to
intercept a puck destined to create a problem for Nashville near its blue
line, skating it all the way behind Anton Khudobin and deftly leaving it in
front for Erik Haula. Haula buried it. A crowd of about 5,700, or 33
percent of capacity, was loud enough in celebration to make Haula
wonder afterward if it was really just 33 percent in the building. A playoff
kind of win launched a playoff-win kind of celebration.
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“Really special for us,” Juuse Saros said after stopping 27 shots for this
third shutout of the season and 14th of his career, and “special” is a good
word for what has happened with this franchise over the past six weeks,
and it’s obviously important that this team not confuse “special” with
“complete” because a three-point lead over Dallas with four games to
play — five for Dallas — is going to require more work.

Biloxi, Miss. When Olivier got hurt, Tanner Jeannot stepped right into his
place and kept up the obliterating of opponents. He also fits the “Herd”
nickname because he’s from Oxbow, Saskatchewan. You can’t make this
stuff up. And you can’t overstate what this line has meant to the Preds —
Hynes has a less fun but more powerful nickname for it, the “Identity
Line.”

Also, even if the Preds get enough done in two games against Columbus
and two against Carolina, this franchise has done enough in the past
several years to keep a race for fourth place in perspective. There’s no
banner for that, at least I sure hope not. The idea here, as reflected in
various salaries on the roster and dictated by recent history, is to have a
Stanley Cup contender. Nashville has not matched up with the top of this
one-pandemic-year-only Central, so if a first-round exit follows as the
hockey world will expect, GM David Poile will be back to trying to figure
out how to reconfigure this roster to get quickly back near the top. Or that
he has to entertain some level of foundational change and rebuild.

They set the tone. Everyone else falls into that style of play. Tough,
physical, unyielding and responsible. It’s not always pretty. But the
relentless forecheck that line establishes has created plenty of scoring
chances as well. Trenin and Jeannot are “thundering animals,” Sissons
said, but notes that they also have skill and feel for the game. And
Sissons, he of the hat trick to advance the Preds to the Stanley Cup Final
in 2017, is up about 10 pounds to 208 and is hitting opponents like never
before. That line, the young guys and how they’ve played, the veterans
following suit, the vibe, it’s all gotten the Preds here. Hynes, too.

But you know what? So what? That’s for later. It’s OK right now to
appreciate this team and the life it has brought this city since sitting at 1116-1 on March 14, 10 points out of a playoff spot and bracing for Poile to
tear it apart with a massive move. Ekholm, the guy who set up the game
winner, who was angrily wiping blood off his face on the bench earlier in
the game, who brings it every night, was certain to be on his way to
Toronto as St. Patrick’s Day approached. Maybe Philly. Maybe it would
be him and someone else. Maybe a bunch of them.
“I think our organization knows the personalities of our hockey club and
the character we have in that room, and I think they’ve always seen that
and noticed that,” Preds center Ryan Johansen, then and now a guy with
an uncertain long-term future, told The Athletic. “But when you’re losing
like that? Losing like we were? Changes have to happen. That’s pro
spots. If it’s not getting fixed, you fix it. It was damn near a breaking point,
I’m sure.”
It’s OK, too, to give credit to these players and coach John Hynes for
bringing it back from that imagined brink. Nashville is 17-6-1 since then.
And there was no moment that turned it all around, for as much as a
writer would love for that to be the case. There was a memorable
meeting of the forwards with Hynes to talk about defensive responsibility,
a session not nearly as fun as Hinote’s headbanger highlights. There
were a lot of injuries, and a lot of young players eagerly filling in, and
conversations with Hynes and some of the veterans about how that
eagerness and energy would be the expectation when they returned to
the lineup. There were moments of outward frustration, such as when
Bally Sports sideline reporter Kara Hammer asked Johansen about the
team’s mindset during a second-intermission interview on March 11 at
Carolina with the Preds down 4-0 and Johansen snapped: “Go score five
goals.”
“I felt so bad for Kara,” Johansen said of an exchange that went viral. “I
was just in a bad moment, and she knows me well enough to know it was
just a heat of the moment, joking kind of thing. But we live and die
through this game.”
Johansen went viral again after an exchange exactly one month later.
This after a 3-2 shootout win over Dallas on April 11 at Bridgestone,
which featured a Yakov Trenin trucking of Dallas defenseman Jamie
Oleksiak that stands as the Hinote highlight of the year. After the win,
NHL.com’s Robby Stanley asking Johansen, “How much different the
vibe is” with the team compared with a month earlier?
“We’re vibin’, Robby,” Johansen said with a Jeff Spicoli, “Dude, where’d
you get this jacket?!” kind of flare, and soon enough, “We’re vibin’” Tshirts and rally towels at Bridgestone were under production. A source
would neither confirm nor deny that a “We’re vibin’” banner is being
planned. In all seriousness, teams tend to beat things like this into the
ground, as amplified by social media, but this was organically created
fun. And there’s a lot more of that around this team.
Take “The Herd Line,” as coined by Hammer. She took the “Colt” out of
Sisson’s first name, the “Yak” out of Trenin’s first name and noted that
Mathieu Olivier is known as the “Biloxi Bull” because he was born in

“He stuck with it and kept the group together, and he’s a guy who
expects us all to play a certain way, whether 10 years in the league or
brand new,” Sissons said of Hynes, who is in his first full season as
coach after replacing the fired Peter Laviolette last season. “That’s big.
We had a decision to make early on in the season, whether we were
gonna rally together and turn this thing around or just let this get ugly and
be a miserable year of hockey for us.”
Johansen said Hynes kept the demeanor calm even when things were
snowballing the wrong way, never getting to the point where the Preds
were punitively “getting on a line and skating up and down the ice.”
“It was always about teaching,” Johansen said. “Showing us little things
in our structure. Preaching that stuff. And it was one of those things
where, once we all bought in and committed to it as a team, we realized
he was right. And it turned into winning hockey.”
At some point, we should probably mention the biggest reason for all of
this. That would be Saros. He’s been ridiculously good. He’s 14-5-1 with
a .945 save percentage and 1.83 goals against in his past 20 games.
He’s the obvious key to the Preds finishing this playoff run and then
having any hope to threaten their first-round opponent.
This seemed like a typical goalie hot streak after a week. And then
another. And another. But now, it’s OK to wonder if this is what Saros is
becoming and if we’re watching him establish himself as the long-term
successor to Pekka Rinne.
It’s OK to wonder if the emergence of players such as Eeli Tolvanen and
Luke Kunin and Alexandre Carrier and Trenin means this team isn’t as
far away from being really good again as it seemed back in March. It’s
OK to be excited about watching the Preds try to finish this run off, then
take aim at heavily favored Carolina or Tampa Bay or Florida. Hynes said
after Saturday’s win that he liked the calmness he sensed from his team
entering the third period, which Nashville dominated before finding a way
to win. That’s the kind of thing that gets a team ready for the pressure of
the playoffs.
For the first time since Dallas battered and eliminated the Preds in the
first round in 2019, it doesn’t feel absolutely certain that things are
trending in the wrong direction for this team. Here’s one thing that is
certain: Hinote is going to be busy with the footage from Saturday’s
game.
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The Athletic / NHL business notebook: Regional sports networks update,
Winter Classic 2022 hope, E.J. Hradek to call a game

By Sean Shapiro
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E.J. Hradek will call play-by-play on an NHL game for the first time
Saturday when the Boston Bruins and Buffalo Sabres are featured in the
NHL Network Showcase game.

Baseball season was supposed to fix the impasse between Sinclair and
various television carriers when it came to regional sports networks.
Nearly a month into MLB season, that hasn’t been the case, to the
continuing frustration of 13 NHL franchises that have their games carried
on a Sinclair-owned Bally Sports Network.

Hradek has been a fixture at NHL Network for a decade as a studio host
and has called play-by-play before for college hockey when he worked at
ESPN and for the Biosteel All-American Game in March that was shown
on NHL Network.

“There’s not much we can do or anything we can even say to get it done.
We’ve gotten the complaints and we’ve forwarded them on to Sinclair. It
hasn’t changed anything,” one NHL team executive said. “It’s incredibly
frustrating. We have fans that want to watch our games and they can’t.”
As a reminder of the situation, Hulu and YouTube TV dropped the
Sinclair-owned regional sports networks in October. Sling and FuboTV
have also dropped Sinclair properties. You also can’t get the Bally Sports
regional sports networks on Dish Network. There are options that still
carry Bally Sports RSNs, including DirecTV and AT&T TV, but the
choices are limited.
NHL teams, and NBA teams for that matter, were hopeful that Sinclair
and the various TV providers would see MLB Opening Day as a hard
deadline to get something done. April is one of the busiest sports months
of the year. The combination of NHL and NBA playoff pushes combined
with early-season baseball optimism typically drives the highest ratings
for the RSNs.

Hradek will work alongside Kevin Weekes, who has been a frequent
analyst for the NHL Network Showcase games, typically alongside
broadcaster Stephen Nelson.
Hradek said he’s always had a partial interest in pursuing play-by-play
opportunities, and working in Dallas in the early 1990s he created demo
tapes, calling games into a tape recorder at Reunion Arena.
“Nothing really panned out there, I got a number of letters back — one
letter in particular from Springfield, Ill., that was a really encouraging
letter and I always held on to that,” Hradek said. “A lot of guys who do
this, they go through that process. But then I ended up getting swept into
other things … (play-by-play) got pushed back to the back burner.”
That’s why Hradek has pursued the opportunities when they have arisen,
like the ones at ESPN and this one, with Nelson unavailable to call the
game this weekend.
Betting on himself

“If they can’t get it done for the month of April, I don’t know what will get it
done,” another NHL team executive said. “I’m happy our team isn’t in that
situation.”

After months of a “will they or won’t they” discussion, the Ontario Hockey
League officially canceled the 2020-21 season, without a game played,
on April 20.

Some NHL teams were at least holding out hope a deal would get done
before the first round of the playoffs, when RSNs still have local rights,
but those hopes have evaporated. This could lead to extreme fan
frustration in the first round because national TV games will be blacked
out locally, even if a carrier doesn’t offer the RSN.

Because of the lack of a clear plan, many OHL players were left in limbo.
Though some quickly found alternative options to play games this past
season, others who were betting the OHL would play were left out in the
cold.

Employees at the local Bally Sports RSNs are also frustrated. One told
The Athletic he’s given up trying to change his TV carrier to watch the
network he works for.
Winter Classic to return in 2022?
The next Winter Classic has a new TV partner in Turner Sports, and it
likely already has a finalized location in Minnesota, which was supposed
to host the 2021 Winter Classic before the COVID-19 pandemic altered
all plans.
Now there is hope that it has a date: Jan. 1, 2022.

Francesco Arcuri, a 17-year-old draft-eligible player from the Kingston
Frontenacs, was one of the players who took his future into his own
hands and through his agent, Patrick Morris, found a European home for
the 2020-21 season with the Linz Steel Wings, an Austrian team in the
Alps Hockey League. The AlpsHL is a 16-team professional league that
has clubs from Austria, Italy and Slovenia.
Arcuri said it was a time investment that was crucial to his professional
future with an uncertain draft year.
The 2021 draft year is already a great unknown for teams, with in-person
scouting being extremely limited, prospects playing fewer games and any
typical structure having been thrown out the window.

That hope has been generated by the fact the Minnesota State Fair is
planning on returning in 2021. The Minnesota State Fair is the secondlargest state fair in the United States, drawing more than 200,000 people
per day on the weekend. It welcomed a total of 2,126,551 in 2019. If the
Minnesota State Fair is able to go on as planned in August, after being
canceled in 2020, it could be setting the precedent the NHL and the
Minnesota Wild need to host an outdoor hockey game Jan. 1 at full
capacity.

As Arcuri put it, for a 17-year-old, it would be easy to slip through the
cracks in 2021, and by at least playing games, even in Austria, he was
keeping himself on NHL teams’ radar, even if the scouting was mostly
done via video.

Like most things, you should follow the money. Outdoor games, on
average, generate $5 million in profit for the league, which is what the
league would expect from a sold-out crowd at Target Field, where this
year’s game was supposed to take place. And at this point, as the league
and players are trying to generate as much as they can, any moneymaking venture is encouraged.

For the Steel Wings, finding space for Arcuri and fellow OHLers Cameron
Supryka and Curtis Douglas was about following the AlpsHL’s import
system. Teams are given 16 points to add imports to the roster. An older
foreign-born player costs three points, and a 17-year-old like Arcuri only
costs one point against the system.

There’s also want from the NHL to deliver a successful Winter Classic for
Turner Sports in its first year of a new seven-year contract. It’s best to
keep new partners shelling out $225 million per season on average
happy.

“It was just the way it is and you had to adapt to it,” Arcuri said. “I needed
to play games and I wanted to play a lot of minutes, which is why the
Steel Wings were a good fit.”

Aside from that, it was as close to a traditional professional setup as
possible for Arcuri. The Steel Wings covered his flights to and from
Austria and his lodging while playing for the team.
It turned into a good investment for the Steel Wings. Arcuri led the team
in scoring with 15 points in 18 games.

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 2, 2021
The Athletic LOADED: 05.02.2021

1211439

Websites

Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Cole Caufield stamps dream year with
unforgettable first goal

Eric Engels@EricEngels
May 2, 2021, 12:04 AM

MONTREAL — After scoring his first NHL goal in a way he must’ve
dreamt countless times, Cole Caufield declared 2021 the best year of his
life.
That no fans were at the Bell Centre to watch this 20-year-old sniper
streak down the wing and fire his shot into the top corner of Filip
Gustavsson’s net for the overtime winner, in a game his Montreal
Canadiens were trailing 2-0 in the third period and desperately needed to
win in this pandemic-stricken NHL season, was but an infinitesimal
sample of what’s made this one of the worst years in recorded history.
But a dream came true in that instant, at 2:25 into the extra frame of this
thrilling game between the Canadiens and Ottawa Senators, and it was
one of many brought to life over the last five months of Caufield’s
existence. The kid from Stevens Point, Wisc., had world junior gold
wrapped around his neck and the American flag draped across his
shoulders in January. He followed a torrid February with the Wisconsin
Badgers with two goals on Mar. 6 to help them to their first Big Ten
Championship in 21 years.
A loss in the opening round of the Frozen Four was a brief
disappointment at the end of the month, with the elation of signing his
first NHL contract coming a day later. Then Caufield accepted the Hobey
Baker Award an hour before making his professional debut with the Laval
Rocket, scoring two goals—one of them the winner—and an assist. He
scored the game winner the next night and then came his call to the big
club on April 16. A first NHL road-trip started three days later and, on
April 26, the 15th overall pick in the 2019 made his highly anticipated
NHL debut.

“I think it turned out pretty good for him,” said 21-year-old Nick Suzuki,
who set up Tyler Toffoli’s 27th goal to tie the game with 5:35 remaining in
the third period. “It’s not a bad first goal to win it in overtime. He’s a
scorer, he’s going to be scoring goals for a long time.”
That's what made the build up to this one feel agonizingly long.
Objectively—and know that this is not a critique, because most players
don’t just jump into the NHL and automatically start lighting it up—you
could see some un-Caufield-like moments amidst the offensive zone
creativity and general comfort he displayed all over the ice through these
first four games; the odd mistimed flash through the neutral zone on the
breakout, pucks ricocheting off his pallet and out of the offensive zone,
and one hesitant play leading to a turnover on the power play that offered
the Senators an odd-man rush in Saturday’s game.
“That comes with experience and finding ways to know what you can do
and what you can’t do out there,” Caufield said. “It’s all kind of feeling it.
Obviously, you’ve got to make the plays at the right time to be out there,
so I’m just going to learn with every shift that I get and continue to watch
film stuff and grow as a player and keep pushing myself to get better,
because some of those pucks that roll off my stick can’t happen. Just
going to keep working and sooner or later those will go in.”
One finally did. It may have taken four games for Caufield to do it, but it
took less than 53 minutes of playing time to get the goal that will
accelerate that adaptation period.
And the best year of his life will continue.
“It all kind went pretty fast,” Caufield said. “Been a lot of trips, a lot of
people who pushed me to get here, and obviously it’s the best year of my
life so far and just going to keep growing from it. A lot of great
experiences along the way and I learned a lot, so it was a big year for me
and I’m just going to keep it going.”
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' Matthews continues 'unbelievable' season
with wingman Marner

Caufield will never forget May 1.
“It’s pretty unbelievable,” he said. “It still hasn’t hit me yet.”

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox

None of it, really. Caufield still hadn’t seen a replay of his first strike, still
hadn’t processed that a legend of the game he grew up watching—Corey
Perry—had collected the puck for him, and he was totally unprepared for
what happened when he got to the locker room after giving his on-ice
interview, simulcast on Hockey Night in Canada and TVA Sports.

May 2, 2021, 12:47 AM

“We were all waiting for him and we gave him the silent treatment,” said
Jeff Petry, who had started this Canadiens comeback with his 12th goal
of the season—and his first since Mar. 13. “We’ve seen it in years past
with other guys walking in, not saying a word, and let him sit there. He
kind of looked around a little confused and then everyone broke out and
congratulated him.”
The thrill of a lifetime.
“It’s all pretty surreal right now,” Caufield said.
It felt scripted, though.
The diminutive winger who shattered current NHL-leading scorer Auston
Matthews’ United States National Development Program team’s scoring
record in 2019, who was the highest-scoring rookie in the Big Ten last
year and put up 30 goals and 52 points in 31 games with Wisconsin this
year, was due. Caufield, a one-shot shooter, put 11 on net over four
games before his 12th finally hit the back of it.

TORONTO – Of all the wild statistics getting bandied about during
Auston Matthews’ stroll to the Maurice “Rocket” Richard Trophy, one
number sticks out: 23.
That is the age of the youngest Toronto Maple Leafs regulars, the best
players on the team — or arguably any team outside of the Edmonton
Oilers, for that matter.
Maybe it’s because Toronto is already deep into Year 5 of the Matthews–
Mitch Marner era, and that four years of post-season disappointment
wore hard on a deeply scarred faithful, that fans might forget that these
are still big kids coming into their own.
No wonder a childlike joy has permeated through this explosive season,
Matthews and Marner’s first as permanent linemates.
The Leafs have essentially led Canada wire to wire, their 5-1 romp
Saturday over a depleted and defeated Vancouver Canucks squad
extending their latest win streak to five.
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Toronto has outscored opponents 22-7 over its latest heater, and
Matthews has registered the club’s past three game-winners, bringing his
NHL-leading total to 12.
“Happy birthday, Dad,” Matthews smiled wide post-game.

end goal is to win games and put the puck in the net. He's been playing
awesome, and it's been a blast playing with him.”
Again, we’re talking about 23-year-olds.
Yes, they’re rolling at their best.

Tonight, the best shooter in hockey will ring Brian Matthews tonight, like
he does after every match.

But better might still lie ahead.

“He’s easy,” Matthews said. “We just kinda B.S., I guess, and talk about
the game a bit. I’m sure he’s enjoying this day with the win and a couple
goals.”

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 05.02.2021
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He thought for a beat.
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers mentally preparing for playoffs as regular season
winds down

“Well, no,” Marner replied. “I mean, if he's in the D-zone, I don't think so.”
Yet Matthews' first goal on Saturday began with him winning a D-zone
draw and triggering a rush up-ice. New left winger Nick Foligno went hard
for a forecheck to get the puck to Marner (and gather his fourth assist in
four games), and Marner put the thing on Matthews’ blade.

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec

Bang.

EDMONTON — Home and cooled in second place in the North, and
having now hammered home the final nail in the Calgary Flames coffin,
the Edmonton Oilers are just about done with this regular season.

Wrist strength intact, Matthews has scored 17 times in his past 17
games. He has 38 on the season, humming along at a 0.81 goals-pergame pace.
Over 82 games played, that would give him 66.
“I'm just enjoying watching it now, what he's doing. No matter how many
games we're playing, he's feeling it,” coach Sheldon Keefe said. “The
chemistry between [him] and Mitch is obvious. He went through a tough
stretch where he battled through injuries and stuff like that and he's
obviously feeling better, and you're seeing the results.”
The last player to win the Rocket with 66 goals is no one. Not even close.
The award wasn’t invented when superstars were lighting lamps at
Matthews’ current pace.
You have to flip back to ’90s-era Mario Lemieux to compare this type of
efficiency, and if you were to adjust for era or look at his even-strength
production, Matthews’ tear would look even more impressive.
When it comes to goal scoring in short NHL seasons, Matthews has
jumped onto a leaderboard with names like Dit Clapper, Cooney Weiland
and Babe Dye. This is the level of history we’re talking:

May 2, 2021, 2:28 AM

If the playoffs could start on Monday, they’d be all in.
“Knowing we can beat any team in the North, and if you do that anything
can happen,” began the Renaissance Man, Mike Smith, a 39-year-old
goalie who might just find his name on the Vezina ballot this season.
Smith had another stellar evening, warding off a spunky Calgary club in a
4-1 win (two empty-net goals). He made 29 saves to up his saves
percentage to .924 with a 2.30 goals-against average, then spoke about
the final two weeks of a season that will include five of their remaining
seven games against the tired and troubled Vancouver Canucks.
“These games are mentally tough. You see the standings, and you want
home-ice advantage, but mentally you kind of just want to get through
these games … and let the real games begin,” Smith said. “There’s a
feeling in the locker room where we want to be playing well going into the
most important games, but we’re chomping at the bit to get into those
games.”
Really, there are only two questions left on the Edmonton Oilers menu in
the 2020-21 regular season:

“It's unbelievable. He's definitely a one-of-a-kind player. You see the way
he shoots the puck and makes plays, it's tremendous,” said Alex
Galchenyuk, who got to know Matthews when they trained together
during some private Arizona sessions in the off-season.

Can Connor McDavid notch 13 points in the final seven games to reach
100 points in a 56-game season? (He had 1-2-3 Saturday, the fourth time
in his last five games he’s had at least three points).

"He's a great human, really easy-going. So, a great guy to be around
with. He's having a lot of fun on the ice, and it's the same way off the ice.”

And, who will their playoff opponent be? Winnipeg, as it has seemed for
weeks? Or Montreal, who are breathing down the necks of the struggling
Jets?

At even-strength, Matthews and Marner have combined for more goals
(46) and points (97) than any other duo in the sport.
Marner registered his 17th multi-point outing of the season on Saturday
and was left, as he so often is, to be crowned second star.

On the first question, McDavid is a dud. He is all about the team, this
superstar, whose three-point night against the Flames gave McDavid 556
points in his first 400 games, two more than Sidney Crosby had in his
first 400.

Twice this week, shoot-first Matthews tried passing some of the love he’s
getting to the best wingman he’s had.

“It’s been a pretty wild start to a career,” McDavid said. “Just another step
in the road.”

“I don't know if he gets really enough credit with what he's been doing
this year and the kind of player that he is and person," Matthews said.
"He's just a blast to play with, and I think we both complement each other
well.

Calgary kept McDavid off the score sheet on Thursday. On Saturday he
had a goal and a primary assist before the game was eight minutes old.

“No matter who's playing with us, I think every guy has fit in pretty well.
We just try to go out there and compete and make plays. Obviously, the

“When he gets shut down one game, the next game he’s that much
hungrier to help the team,” Smith marveled. “Everyone knows how
incredible he is out on the ice, but I’ve seen a young man grow into a
leader of this hockey club. Impressive to watch a young guy like that take
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this team on his shoulders. To do what he’s done this year, it’s an
incredible feat.”
As for the second question, if you can get a professional hockey player to
publicly state his preference of a playoff opponent, you are a finer hockey
writer than I. On this team, as with most, it’s about how they’re playing,
not who they’re playing.
This Oilers team is now 27-11-2 since their 3-6 start to the season. On
their third game in four nights, they nearly rescued a point or two before
losing Thursday. Two nights later a rested Oilers team weathered
everything Calgary could throw at them — playing plenty of defensive
minutes — but surrendered just a single goal.
That is a sign of a good team.
“In the playoffs you can’t lose two in a row. You’ve got to bounce back,”
McDavid said. “Learning to play when it’s not really going your way is a
big part of winning. Like tonight: we started great, and in the second
period they kind of took over. When we do give up chances, Smitty and
Kosky have been great back there.”
In a Battle of Alberta where Matthew Tkachuk has yet to look Darnell
Nurse in the eye, McDavid gave Milan Lucic a poke in the chops after the
two had some contact.
“He tried to finish on me in the neutral zone, and we were both skating
back to the bench and I gave him a little bump. He says it was up high. I
didn’t think so,” McDavid shrugged. “I’m not trying to stir up the big man. I
don’t have a death wish.”
That stuff is incidental.
What matters now is how a team that has put together three months of
.700 hockey plays when the chips are down. Because as we recall, the
last time it didn’t go so well.
“We were playing some of our best hockey before the pause, and then
you go into a bubble situation where … personally I was not mentally
ready for that,” said Smith, whose Oilers lost in four games to Chicago in
the Qualifying Round.
“We’ve come a long way mentally,” he continued. “Finding different ways
to win, whether it was being up, coming back, holding leads… Just a lot
of maturity, not just on the ice but off as well. How guys are handling
themselves. What guys are talking about. It’s team first, and I’ve seen a
lot of those kinds of things that maybe we didn’t have in the past.
“Guys are just really excited about playing important games.”
Only seven to go, and five against the Canucks.
This could drag on.
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: Why Joe Thornton is buzzing at the best time

From mid-March through mid-April, the slam-dunk Hall of Famer went 17
games without contributing a point. He was a minus-5, bottom-six winger
who wasn’t killing penalties and wasn’t chipping in on the power play.
During that rough stretch, he’d start most shifts in the offensive zone and
there was still a much better chance he’d leave the game with zero shots
on goal than two.
Was the rib injury still nagging? Were 23 years of hockey at the highest
level tracking him down? Was Father Time tapping his watch?
Joe Thornton — that big, beautiful, bearded giant — simply smiled when
it was gently suggested that he might consider taking some maintenance
days to rest up for the playoff grind.
Not a chance.
“I feel great,” he said, upbeat. “On a buzzing meter from 1 to 10, I think
I'm like a 10 and a half.”
Spring is in the air, and Jumbo has new life.
Although Thornton’s Leafs tenure began on the top line alongside Auston
Matthews and Mitch Marner, he — like Jason Spezza before him — has
embraced life in the bottom six like a bear hug.
He's happy to adapt his identity to suit the club's needs.
Consider: Thornton threw all of six hits in first 28 games as a Leaf. He’s
thrown 22 hits in the past 10.
This week he became the oldest Maple Leaf in the organization’s 104year history to light the lamp. Then he notched career assist No. 1,100.
He’s been fined and furious. Fun and fierce.
“He's had a lot of emotion in the last few games. I think that the bench
has really fed off that,” Alexander Kerfoot said.
“I mean, he's always like that in the locker room. But to see him out there
on the ice get animated, get into it with guys — he’s playing pretty
physical out there as well. I think that when you see a guy like that going
and doing those little things, it kinda spurs the group on to push a little
extra as well.”
Joe Thornton, the oldest forward in the NHL, will carry a four-game point
streak into Saturday’s game versus Vancouver. He’s averaging a penalty
per game over that span as well.
He’s engaged.
“Joe has played really good hockey for us for a while now. Just another
guy that I know his offensive contribution hasn’t been there, but Joe
knows how to play and knows how to manage games when the game is
on the line,” coach Sheldon Keefe says.
“He’s making a lot of really smart plays with the puck and taking care of
it, and it’s allowing us to utilize our fourth line in important times in the
game. And he’s really pushing and challenging the rest of the bench to
be really good in those areas and in those moments.”
Marathoners are experts at pacing themselves. As weary as their bodies
are, their spirits still muster a sprint to the finish.
2. Indeed, Kerfoot’s rather unruly beard — more befitting of a Harvard
professor than a Harvard jock — is inspired by Joe Thornton.

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox
May 1, 2021, 10:20 AM

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. Shoutout to Ryan Miller on an
incredible career.
1. Joe Thornton was beginning to look his age.

“It sure is,” Kerfoot said. “Middle of a pandemic with Jumbo on the team,
there's no better time to kinda let it go.”
Kerfoot plans to maintain the chin rug until the Maple Leafs’ season
ends… and then never grown one again.
“It's horrible,” he said, twice. “It's itchy. It's uncomfortable. I look at myself
in the mirror and I'm like, ‘Oh, that doesn't look good.’ But it seems like
there's a couple of guys on the team have got it goin’, and I just decided
to go with it and I'm going to stick with it.”
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3. The Montreal Canadiens (22-8-9) are poised to scuffle their way into a
playoff spot despite holding the 17th-best points percentage overall
(.541) and worst points percentage of any team currently holding a
playoff position.
In other words, better teams will miss.
For me, the Habs roster is simply a case of bad timing.
Like it or not, excellence in the salary cap world is cyclical. It’s about
competitive windows and building a core whose individual windows align.
Montreal’s windows are mismatched to a harmful degree. The dominant
windows of their Norris-candidate defenceman (Shea Weber) and
Vezina-worthy goaltender (Carey Price) have passed, while the prime
years of their promising centremen (Nick Suzuki and Jesperi Kotkaniemi)
have yet to arrive.
Because of that, it doesn’t matter that Marc Bergevin made some of the
nicest and most expensive complementary additions over the off-season.
Wingers Tyler Toffoli and Josh Anderson have had fantastic campaigns.
Joel Edmundson is a fine defender. Jake Allen is one of the best backup
goalies in the biz.
But you can trick out a sportscar with the shiniest rims and a state-of-theart sound system. If the engine is flawed, it won’t go the distance.
4. Funny how one of the most important positions in sports — hockey
goaltender — routinely has under-the-radar athletes coming out of
nowhere to make an impact.
The latest is Providence call-up Jeremy Swayman, a fourth-round reach
from the University of Maine who now finds his profile pic atop
NHL.com’s leaderboard in the categories of goals-against average (1.57)
and save percentage (.946).
By “profile pic,” of course, we mean empty silhouette — because why
bother with a headshot when there is no way you’re getting an NHL look.
Yet when Tuukka Rask and Jaroslav Halak went down at the same time,
Swayman delivered a 5-2-0 performance in the NHL after a grand total of
nine AHL outings.
“He’s been excellent for us. Hard to find fault in any of his games. He’s
played real well,” coach Bruce Cassidy told reporters this week. He now
has three goalies he can trust.
“So, it’s a good problem to have.”
The Bruins, pushing to secure a playoff berth, will start Swayman again
Saturday.
With Halak and Rask both on expiring deals, Boston need only sign one
established veteran in the summer. This is trending toward a smooth
transition.
5. Watching warmups, I’m always curious to see which player is last to
leave the ice. Hockey players are creatures of routine, and there’s no
randomness to this.
In Toronto, for instance, Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews are always
the final two to skate off. In that order.
In the Before Times, Marner would flip a puck up to his palm and toss it
to a young fan over the glass before stepping back to the room. These
days, he still flips a puck into his hand, but just throws it against the
glass. Sadly, it falls back to the ice. A souvenir unclaimed.
6. We followed up with Jason Spezza regarding his idea to pass the
collection plate around the Maple Leafs room and contribute money to
the working-class Marlies players, who took a significant salary hit during
the pandemic.
“I don't really want to get into too much, but obviously we're a big family
here,” Spezza said.

“We feel for those guys. I got to know a lot of those Marlies really well
through training with them in the summer — great kids. You don’t like
seeing anybody go through a tough time, and those guys are grinding in
a tough season and following all the COVID rules for them and also so
that we can have good success with avoiding COVID. We’re all part of
the same organization and same team, and it’s important for us. So, we
recognize those guys.”
7. When the Vince Lombardi isn’t being tossed around recklessly from
boat to boat, it sure does serve as a fine mirror for sport’s more beautiful
trophies…
8. Quote of the Week!
“At the end of the day, you can’t out-pizza the hut.” —Carolina forward
Morgan Geekie, arguing the value of sticking to the Hurricanes’ game
plan
9. It took a grand total of 1.33 seconds for Auston Matthews to knock
down a puck that had ricocheted off Nick Suzuki’s leg, gather it on his
blade and whip it past Jake Allen for a Wednesday eventual gamewinner in Montreal.
“I dunno, it all kind of just happened fast,” Matthews said, downplaying
his highlight. “Just saw the puck and tried to get it on my stick.”
The hand-eye coordination had Joe Thornton proclaiming Matthews “the
elite of the elite.”
Jack Campbell reached for the proverbial popcorn: “Wow, what a treat to
watch... He's just showing he's a world-class player. He shows it every
night. That goal is just a little glimpse of what we get to see every night.”
So, it was interesting to hear a completely different take on the sequence
from a coach’s perspective.
“I appreciate that he bailed out Nick Foligno for forcing a puck into the
middle of the ice,” Sheldon Keefe said post-game. “That could have been
a real bad turnover for us, and [Matthews] picked it off, turned it into a
goal.
“To be honest, I still can't say that I've seen it as I was not very
impressed with the play before that. But I'm happy it worked out for us.”
10. Sniper-for-hire Ilya Kovalchuk is once again a free agent.
The 38-year-old hoisted his third Gagarin Cup this week, captaining
Avangard Omsk to its first KHL title… and then, Friday, both sides
agreed to terminate his contract.
Some familiar names celebrated alongside Kovalchuk.
Coach Bob Hartley can add the Gagarin Cup to a resume that already
includes NHL, AHL, NLA, QMJHL championships.
Former NHLers Alexei Emelin, Nail Yakupov, Corbin Knight, Reid
Boucher and Jiri Sekac have joined Kovalchuk in the celebrations.
The victory was especially sweet for Emelin, who came out to accept the
Cup in street clothes just three weeks removed from his scare with liver
failure.
11. On the topic of winners, the Tampa Bay Lightning’s Cup rings — cut
from 14-karat white gold and glittering with diamonds and genuine blue
sapphires — are a sight to behold.
The details on these beauties are fantastic:
Personalized touches like the engraved words “Stockholm” — a reminder
of the championship team’s critical team-bonding trip that kicked off
2019-20 — and “Gravy Train” are brilliant.
“Gravy Train,” by SoundCloud rapper Yung Gravy, is the song the Bolts
would blast after every victory. It’s their “Gloria.” It samples Maxine
Nightingale’s 1975 smash “Right Back Where We Started From,” which
hockey fans of a certain age will recall from the bar scene in Slap Shot.
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12. Roberto Luongo is rapidly establishing himself as an executive to
watch, and I’m here for it.
After being named an assistant GM, to St. Louis’s Doug Armstrong, for
Team Canada’s 2022 Olympic squad in February, the beloved
goaltender was crowned general manager for Canada’s world
championship squad — which will head to Latvia later this month.
“This may sound silly or funny, but the thing that prompted me to go into
management was playing fantasy sports,” Luongo said.
Drafting for his football and baseball teams, orchestrating trades and
managing his daily lineups stoked Luongo’s competitive and strategic
fires. The transition to the real deal has been relatively seamless. Of
course, it helps that Luongo is an approachable, credible star who has
built relationships across the NHL through his 19-year playing career.
“For me, it’s more serious now,” Luongo said. “Whether it’s the Florida
Panthers or Team Canada, I’m always willing to help.”

great deal, at least in terms of actual goals (more on that later). Their
combined special teams total currently sits at 98.3, with a 21.7 per cent
power play and 76.6 per cent penalty kill.
If you sort the NHL table by points percentage, here are the combined
special teams of the top-10 teams in the NHL right now.
Vegas: 104.2
Carolina: 111.6
Colorado: 104.2
Tampa Bay: 105.9
Washington: 103.8
Toronto: 98.3
Florida: 100.9
Pittsburgh: 99.7
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Sportsnet.ca / Should Maple Leafs be concerned about special teams for
the playoffs?

Minnesota: 100.8
Boston: 107.3
Only Pittsburgh joins the Leafs below 100 in the top-10, and the next four
teams exceed 100 as well. Expanding it to the top 15 in points
percentage, the next five look like this:
Islanders: 102.1
Edmonton: 105.9

justin-bourne headshotJustin Bourne@jtbourne

Winnipeg: 105.6

April 30, 2021, 1:12 PM

Rangers: 104.3
Nashville: 92.9

There’s a stat I’m familiar with hearing about from my time playing and
coaching that oddly isn’t a part of the public conversation, which is simply
“combined special teams.” No need to overthink this one, it’s just a
snapshot of “how are our special teams?”

North Division playoff teams, then:

If you combine your power player percentage with your penalty kill
percentage, there’s a clear baseline in that a total above 100 is good,
and below it is bad. So if your PP scores 20 per cent of the time and your
PK keeps the puck out of the net 80 per cent of the time you’re … fine.
Nothing to see there, that’s a combined 100.

Winnipeg: 105.6

Of course, the top teams have more talented players, so their PP will
exceed that 20 per cent number. Certain teams have great personnel for
keeping pucks out while down a man and so they exceed 80 per cent.
The best teams can do both.
This is an area where the Toronto Maple Leafs have been outplayed in
the post-season in the past. Not last year, where the Blue Jackets had
the fifth-worst PP in the NHL and showed it in the post-season, but in the
previous three playoff series that went the distance, special teams may
have made the difference. Here are playoff power play goals by year:
2017: Washington: 5, Toronto: 3, total -2.
2018: Boston: 7, Toronto: 4, total -3
2019: Boston: 7, Toronto 3, total -4.
As you can see, it was the PK burning them, not the PP.
Against Columbus the Leafs managed to finish with two power play goals
for and none against, which was aided by that aforementioned fortuitous
draw. During that regular season the Leafs were 21st in the NHL on the
PK (77.7 per cent), but Columbus was weak enough (they had a 16.4 per
cent success rate) they couldn’t take advantage there.
To get back to the whole “combined special teams” thing, in 2019-20 the
Leafs sat at 100.8, thanks to a PP that clicked along at a 23.1 per cent
rate. This year after a hot start to the power play they’ve struggled a

Toronto: 98.3
Edmonton: 105.9

Montreal: 96.1
The quick and dirty on all this is the Leafs' special teams have been
kinda bad compared to the good teams, which is all that’s left standing in
the post-season. I could’ve saved us a lot of time here and just started
with that.
This year’s first round draw may yet be good to the Leafs as well, in that
Montreal sits 21st in the NHL on the PP with a 19.1 per cent rate
(Calgary is 17th). That would take some pressure off their flailing PK. But
if they hope to move on from the North, they’re going to have to face one
of Edmonton or Winnipeg, who sit third and fourth on the PP in the entire
NHL, scoring 26.3 and 25.4 per cent of the time, respectively. That
should give Leafs fans some vivid flashbacks to the pain incurred by the
Bruins in previous years.
So, how much of a problem is this, and what should we expect in the
post-season? Could this be a weak spot that derails the Leafs?
Here’s the good news: the Leafs' special teams are likely as bad as they
could statistically be, and I expect them to get better. Their underlying
numbers are better than their actual outcomes right now on both sides of
the coin.
I’ll be quick on the power play, because I don’t think fans look at this
group and see a team that’s not going to be able to convert on the power
play. What they see is a group that seems like it should score every time
they get out there based on the name bars involved, so expectations get
crazy-high, and when they struggle at all it's baffling.
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We’ll look at “per 60” numbers to keep the field level. On the power play
the Leafs generate the seventh-most shot attempts in the NHL, the fourth
most actual shots, the most scoring chances and the most high-danger
scoring chances in the NHL. Great, talented units like the Oilers and
Avalanche don’t generate as many opportunities.
Despite all their talent, on the PP Toronto's scoring chance shooting
percentage is in the bottom-10, and only a dozen teams have a worse
overall shooting percentage on the power play. Toronto has too much
shooting skill for that to continue, let alone get worse.
It’s not worth much more breath – the Leafs' PP has been flawed, they
had a long run of baffling ineptitude, but they create a ton, they’ve scored
in three of their past five games (where they’ve got PP attempts), they’re
just outside the top-10 in actual PP percentage, and I wouldn’t be overly
worried about this side of things come playoffs.
The penalty kill is obviously more cause for concern because it’s been a
persistent issue (they’ve been in the league’s bottom half since 2018-19),
but also because Winnipeg and Edmonton loom in Round 2, and
because just about any team that gets into Round 3 will certainly have an
elite PP1.
However, there’s reason to believe Toronto will be better in this category,
too. Their underlying numbers here are a little more chipper than you’d
expect, and that hasn’t always been the case with their weaker PKs in
the past.
31 Thoughts: The Podcast
Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what
they think about it.
In terms of shot attempts against (per 60), the Leafs are fourth-best in the
NHL, just a hair behind the Boston Bruins in third. They’re inside the
league’s best-10 teams in actual shots against, expected goals against,
and high danger attempts against. They sit 12th in overall scoring
chances against.
Not bad for a PK just outside the league’s bottom-five.
Where things go off the rails here has been simple: they’ve got truly
terrible goaltending on the PK, particularly from Freddy Andersen.
There’s good news for Leafs fan there, too.
One is that Freddy hasn’t typically been an awful PK goaltender, and him
getting healthy and back to form should improve things. They’ve been
getting better PK goaltending of late from Jack Campbell (no goals
against in his past four starts), so things have trended better on the PK.
Some general regression should be expected based on their ability to
limit dangerous attempts against. Combine that with the addition of Nick
Foligno to the forward group, and potentially Riley Nash, and you could
see a team that gets stronger on the PK heading towards the postseason. It may not become a strength, but all the arrows point in the right
direction, at least.
Nothing about what the Leafs do on either the PP or PK is systematically
remarkable, and it by and large comes down to execution. On the PK that
means work ethic, commitment to stops and starts, and the willingness to
get in lanes, block shots, and win battles. On the PP that means being
crisp, deceptive and, let’s face it, talented. You’re asking guys to take
what’s there and create. You can’t coach every aspect of it.
While they haven’t scored or kept pucks out at a rate in line with the best
teams in the league, Toronto's underlying special teams numbers imply
they can hang with the better half of the league in those categories. If the
results fall closer in line with their processes to date, what looks like a
team weakness may not be such a problem after all.
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Leafs' maintenance men return in rubber match against Canucks

By Mark Masters

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who
skated at Scotiabank Arena on Saturday ahead of their matchup with the
Vancouver Canucks.
After sitting out Thursday's game for maintenance, Morgan Rielly, Jake
Muzzin, Nick Foligno and Jack Campbell are all back in tonight.
"It's a little bit of a process trying to convince guys around here to take
time off if they don't absolutely need it," admitted Rielly, who was rocked
by a big Josh Anderson hit on Wednesday in Montreal. "But I think that in
the long run it was the right thing to do just with the playoffs around the
corner and a busy schedule and all that stuff. I'm happy to be back and
feeling good and ready to go tonight."
"Guys at this time of the year, they're used to being a little bit banged up,
but just pushing through it and playing through it," coach Sheldon Keefe
noted. "But we are looking bigger picture. I don't think it's necessary for
guys to be pushing through things with where we're at here right now."
The Leafs have a nine-point lead atop the North Division.
Keefe is going back to the formation he employed in Wednesday's win
against the Canadiens. So, Rielly will pair with T.J. Brodie while Muzzin
reunites with Justin Holl. Foligno will slot back in on the top line beside
Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner while Campbell starts in net.
Ben Hutton, Timothy Liljegren and Pierre Engvall will be scratches after
dressing on Thursday.
Toronto and Vancouver have split eight previous games this season with
the home team winning every time.
"We've played not our best at times," Rielly said of the series. "Last game
we played was pretty solid through and through. It's important that we
keep that going. We know how we have to play. We watched video this
morning. We know their structure at this point so it's about executing."
The Canucks own the most wins (four) against the Leafs this season.
Leafs Ice Chips: Maintenance men return in Canucks series finale
All four Maple Leafs who didn't dress on Thursday to rest some bumps
and bruises will play tonight in the series finale against the Canucks.
TSN's Mark Masters asked Morgan Rielly what it was like to miss a game
for maintenance.
With Foligno returning, Joe Thornton drops back down to the fourth line
with Adam Brooks and Jason Spezza. That trio has played well since
being put together in Winnipeg on April 22.
"There's still some pinch-me moments when you're out there with them,"
the 24-year-old Brooks said. "They have so much insight into the game
and see so much. There's something every game whether it be a hole in
the defence, where they want you positioned on the breakout or in the Ozone where they want you popping to ... It's so easy to play with them
and it's still pretty crazy."
Spezza and Thornton have both hit the scoresheet in four straight games
while Brooks has a goal and an assist in that stretch.
"We've worked hard to create an identity," Spezza said. "We know what
works for us. We know what doesn't. We're seeing each other well. We're
doing a good job of trying to spread the zone and use our bodies. Brooks
is a really smart player. He complements us really well."
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Thornton, who's lined up in the middle for most of his Hall-of-Fame
career, is feeling more and more at ease on left wing where he has
played exclusively this season.

"Chirp him," Sandin said with a chuckle. "That would be the easiest way,
I think. I have my Swedish chirps. Maybe throw a reverse hit on him ...
He says he's unstoppable."

"It took me a little bit, but I feel comfortable there and my game is coming
along nicely now," the 41-year-old told TSN during Thursday's game
broadcast. "Usually at centre you're always around the puck and you're
kind of controlling the game. [On the wing] you have to look a lot more
and you have to read the centre and know where you are on the ice a
little bit more so it took me some time, but I feel comfortable there now."

Nylander, who is celebrating his 25th birthday today, has opened the
scoring for the Leafs in the last two games.

Brooks, meanwhile, isn't getting comfortable in the Leafs lineup. He's
only played seven games this year and 14 NHL games overall.
"There was a huge stretch of the season where I didn't really even see
myself coming back to this position so I'm just trying to make the most of
my opportunity," the Winnipeg native said. "You can't get complacent in
this spot."
Forwards Riley Nash and Zach Hyman are skating again as they work
their way back from knee injuries.
"We've got injuries here that are keeping guys out of the line-up so it's
created additional opportunities for other players and Brooksy's one
that's really taken advantage of his," Keefe said. "He's taken it and run
with it here. He does what you want young players to do, which is don't
give the coaches a reason to take you out and control what you can
control. No matter how much you play, go out and be effective and show
that you bring value to the team. He's done that every single game and
coaches are recognizing it. Perhaps, especially this time of the year,
even more importantly, his teammates are recognizing it."
Brooks still has 'pinch-me' moments playing with Thornton-Spezza
24-year-old Adam Brooks says that there's still some 'pinch-me' moments
when he's playing on a line with Joe Thornton and Jason Spezza, who he
describes as two 'special players'.

'He was buzzing': Sandin excels in bigger role for Leafs
With Morgan Rielly and Jake Muzzin out for maintenance, defenceman
Rasmus Sandin logged a career high 21 minutes and 39 seconds on
Thursday. "I don’t know where to begin, to be honest,” said Auston
Matthews. "He’s really good ... Some more responsibility for him and he
didn't shy away." Sandin picked up an assist and finished +2 against the
Canucks.
Wayne Simmonds dropped the gloves with Alex Edler on Thursday night.
It was the first time the Leafs had seen the Canucks defenceman since
his knee-on-knee hit sidelined Hyman on April 18.
What message did Simmonds send?
"I don’t think he was trying to do anything like that," said Rielly. "He felt a
certain way about what had transpired in Vancouver and it got dealt with
and now it's over so we move on."
Simmonds was brought in during the off-season in part to boost Toronto's
team toughness.
"I do think little things like that are in the fabric of our game and I think
are part of what makes a team a team, brings a team together," Keefe
said after Thursday's game. "Credit to Simmer for stepping up in those
situations. I think his teammates appreciate it and recognize it. It set a
good tone for the game. It was nothing that was really talked about
beforehand or anything like that. It caught me a little bit off guard, but I
think anyone who's been around the game kind of knew what was
happening there and credit for Wayne to step up and, at the same time,
for Edler to participate in that."

With Rielly and Muzzin back, Rasmus Sandin will return to the third pair.
There's no doubt he made the most of his audition in the top four. The
21-year-old Swede played a career high 21 minutes and 39 seconds on
Thursday, picking up an assist and finishing plus-two.

Hyman has started skating again as he works his way back from the
MCL sprain.

"He's been outstanding," gushed Rielly. "The one area of his game that I
like a lot is just his patience with the puck. He holds onto it and makes
plays and it's awesome to see from a young player."

Bryan Hayes, Jamie McLennan and Jeff O’Neill are joined by TSN
Hockey analyst Ray Ferraro to get his take on Wayne Simmonds fight
with Alex Edler, and if the fight needed to happen.

The Leafs had a day off on Friday, but Sandin was still making a mark by
doing some radio interviews. He was, of course, asked about that big
reverse hit on Blake Wheeler in Winnipeg.
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"I just saw I had a guy on my back and I thought he was going to hit me
so I just tried to make a play," Sandin told Leafs Lunch host Andi Petrillo
on TSN 1050. "I tried to protect myself and protect the puck as well so it
turned out to be a pretty big hit and all the guys on the team loved it."
Was the 5-foot-11, 183-pounder surprised by how much of a buzz the big
hit created?
"A little bit," Sandin said. "I don't think about it as that. I think about it as
playing hockey. You know, it’s a physical sport and whenever you can
use your body I think you should. I was a little surprised it turned out to
be that popular on social media."
At one point during Friday's interview, Sandin revealed countryman
William Nylander was with him.
"Sorry, I have an annoying guy right beside me," Sandin said with a
laugh. "He's just jealous of me talking to you guys. He's trying to make
fun of me here."
The pair trained together in the off-season. What's the key defending
against Nylander?

It’s been a while, finally a classic Hayes vs. Ferraro showdown

