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Svechnikov, Niederreiter lead Hurricanes past Blackhawks 6-3  

By Chip Alexander  

It’s hard holding back the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Even when they’re not always at their best, they’ve often 
found ways to win this season and did it again Tuesday 
against the Chicago Blackhawks. 

Andrei Svechnikov had two goals and an assist, Nino 
Niederreiter scored twice and Teuvo Teravainen had a goal 
and two assists as the Canes shook off an awful first period 
to come away with a decisive 6-3 victory at PNC Arena. 

Niederreiter scored his 19th of the season to jump-start the 
Canes in the second period and closed out the scoring with 
an empty-netter late. Teravainen and Martin Necas had 
goals in the third period, Necas scoring into an empty net for 
a shorthanded score. 

That easily offset two goals by Chicago’s speedy Alex 
DeBrincat, the first shorthanded in the first period, when the 
Blackhawks led 2-0. 

The Canes (36-10-7), who lead the Central Division by four 
points, clinched home-ice advantage for at least the first 
round of the Stanley Cup playoffs. With points in 12 straight 
games, Carolina leads the NHL with 79 and has a 20-3-4 
home record. 

“It wasn’t a good game tonight. We got by with a lot of good 
efforts,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “The talent we 
have on this team kind of won us this game. But it wasn’t 
pretty.” 

Goalie Petr Mrazek, making his first start since April 19, 
allowed a goal on the shorthanded breakaway by DeBrincat 
and a rebound goal by Mike Hardman in the first. He 
steadied, as did the Canes, after the first period and made a 
game-changing save in the second. 

Trailing 2-1, the Canes had 1:26 of a 5-on-3 advantage but 
overpassed the puck and couldn’t score. The Blackhawks 
killed off both penalties and had another shorthanded 
breakaway, by Pius Suter. But Mrazek made the stop on 
Suter’s shot, the biggest of his 27 saves. 

“You give him breakaways and two-on-ones and stuff to 
start, that’s not good,” Brind’Amour said “I thought he made 
some good saves after that, but we’ve got to give him a 
couple of more games here though to make sure we can get 
him up to speed. I’m sure there’s some rust but he was fine.” 

Svechnikov’s first goal tied the score. After Teravainen won a 
draw in the Chicago zone, Svechnikov took a pass from 
Jaccob Slavin and buried a long shot that nicked the skate of 
Chicago’s Nikita Zadorov.  

“We weren’t our best in the first ... but we got better,” 
Teravainen said, “We got into our game. It’s the small, 
simple things that make the game better for us.” 

Svechnikov’s second goal, in the third, was all power. After a 
nice defensive play by Slavin, Svechnikov bulled past 
defenseman Ian Mitchell and beat goalie Collin Delia with a 
backhander as Mitchell was hooking him. 

“When he’s on, he’s pretty much unstoppable,” Brind’Amour 
said of Svechnikov, who has 14 points in the last 12 games. 

Teravainen made it 4-2, scoring from the slot off a pass from 
Sebastian Aho, who had two assists. But DeBrincat’s second 
goal, his 28th of the season, pulled the Blackhawks within 4-
3 with 8:08 left in regulation.  

The Blackhawks had a chance to tie after a late penalty on 
Staal. But Necas scored with an empty net, shorthanded, 
and Niederreiter added another empty-netter for his 20th of 
the season. 

“We have a confident group,” Slavin said. “We know what 
we’re capable of when we play the right way and to our 
strengths. We want to make sure we have that playoff mode 
engaged before the playoffs even hit.  

“We don’t want to take any steps back these last couple of 
games. We want to keep pushing forward and hit the ground 
running when the playoffs do start.” 

(Earlier updates)  

Second period: Nino, Svechnikov score 

Nino Niederreiter’s 19th goal of the season and Andrei 
Svechnikov’s 14th have pulled the Canes even 2-2 after the 
second period. 

Morgan Geekie first toyed with trying a lacrosse move as he 
controlled the puck behind the net. The puck rolled off his 
stick and he found Niederreiter open cutting into the low slot 
at 4:32 of the period.  

Svechnikov tied the score 2-2 after Teravainen won a faceoff 
in the Chicago zone. Svechnikov took a pass from Jaccob 
Slavin and got off a shot from near the blue line that found its 
way past goalie Collin Delia with 4:04 left in the second. 

Before Svechnikov tied it, the Canes had 1:26 of a 5-on-3 
advantage but could not score as they overpassed the puck.  

After killing off the first penalty, the Blackhawks had their 
second shorthanded breakaway of the game — Alex 
DeBrincat scored on the first — but Petr Mrazek stopped 
Pius Suter’s shot.  

First period: Hawks take 2-0 lead 

DeBrincat had a shorthanded goal and Mike Hardman 
scored his first NHL goal as the Blackhawks have grabbed a 
2-0 lead in the first period 

DeBrincat gave the Blackhawks a 1-0 lead, turning a poor 
Sebastian Aho pass along the boards into a breakaway goal. 
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DeBrincat has goals in four straight games, 27 for the 
season and five against the Canes this year. After picking off 
the pass, he was in the clear as defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton could not catch him and beat Petr Mrazek to score 
at 6:20 of the period. 

Hardman scored off the rebound of a MacKenzie Entwistle 
shot as Entwistle skated past Jaccob Slavin for a shot. 
Hardman is playing his fifth NHL game. 

The Canes had four shots on its power play but was too pass 
happy. Teuvo Teravainen passed up a shot and centered to 
Morgan Geekie for a chance at the top of the crease, but 
goalie Collin Delia made the stop. 

The Blackhawks outshot the Canes 12-8 in the first. 

Mrazek to start 

Hurricanes goalie Petr Mrazek took more than two months to 
recover from a thumb injury. Once back, in early April, he 
played five games, then was injured and out again. 

With the regular season winding down, Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour has said a few times that Mrazek needed to get 
back and play a few games before the playoffs. Mrazek will 
do that Tuesday against the Blackhawks. 

Brind’Amour said Tuesday morning that Mrazek would make 
his first start since April 19 against Tampa Bay. Mrazek did 
back up Alex Nedeljkovic in Monday’s game, his first time on 
the bench since going out with a lower-body injury. 

“I don’t think he had a really serious injury,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It’s a matter of getting enough practice time, which we 
don’t do, to feel good. He had a good couple days, and 
we’ve got to get him up to speed.  

“We’re running out of runway here. He needs to get some 
game action.”
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Svechnikov, Niederreiter score twice as Hurricanes stay hot 

Carolina rallied past Chicago for a 6-3 win 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Andrei Svechnikov and Nino Niederreiter both 
scored twice to help the Hurricanes rally from a two-goal 
deficit and beat the Blackhawks 6-3 Tuesday at PNC Arena. 
Teuvo Teravainen and Martin Necas also scored for 
Carolina, which extended its point streak to 12 games and 
remained atop the NHL standings with only three regular 
season games remaining. 

Three Thoughts 

1. The first period of Tuesday’s game seemed like a Bizarro 
version of Monday’s game against the Blackhawks. Carolina 
had scored twice in the opening frame the night before and 
was never truly threatened in a 5-2 win. On Tuesday, it was 
Chicago that carried a two-goal lead into the first 
intermission. 

“It was not pretty,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
of the opening 20 minutes. 

Carolina shook off the disappointing first period after 
Brind’Amour let his team know it needed to be better. 

“He expects greatness from us because he knows that we 
have a great group of players in there,” Hurricanes 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. “He comes in, and 
sometimes it’s not even words that have to be said. … We 
know that we had better, and Roddy’s just kind of giving you 
a little kick in the butt.” 

So what, exactly, were the “couple words” Brind’Amour said? 

“That’s going to stay in the locker room,” Svechnikov said. 
“It’s our secret.” 

2. While the Hurricanes extended their point streak to 12 
games and won their fifth straight, it wasn’t because of their 
power play. Chicago’s Alex DeBrincat scored his first of two 
goals when Carolina’s sloppy passing — by both Svechnikov 
and Sebastiab Aho — on an early 5-on-4 led to a 
shorthanded breakaway goal. 

The Hurricanes then had a 5-on-3 advantage for 85 seconds 
when down a goal just past the game’s midway point, but the 
power play was stagnant and the best chance was a 
shorthanded one by the Blackhawks’ Pius Suter. That stop 
by Petr Mrazek (27 saves) kept the game within reach, but 
Carolina’s power play definitely had an off night. 

3. The Hurricanes attempted two lacrosse goals in the game, 
and one even led to a goal — though in an unconventional 
way. 

Morgan Geekie became the third player on the Hurricanes, 
along with Svechnikov and Martin Necas, to attempt the 
move this season, but he bobbled the puck while trying to 
elevate it. Geekie didn’t panic, quickly changing course and 
centering a pass to a charging Niederreiter for Carolina’s first 
goal. 

“I saw it. It was great, actually,” said Svechnikov, who was 
the first player in NHL history to score on the move. 
“Sometimes it works. You fake it, and it was a nice pass by 
him to an empty net.” 

Svechnikov later tried it himself, trying to score on the move 
for the third time in his career. But he was unable to execute 
it. 

“I had the chance there, but I felt like the ice was pretty bad 
there,” he said. “I kind of picked it up, but there was D on the 
side so it was tough to score that one.” 

Number To Know 

6 — Goals against Blackhawks winger Patrick Kane was on 
the ice for in Tuesday’s loss. Kane had two assists but 
finished minus-4 for the fifth time, matching his career-worst. 
Dylan Strome was minus-5, the worst plus/minus of his 
career. 

They Said It 

“When he’s on, he’s pretty unstoppable.” 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour on Andrei Svechnikov 

Plus 

Andrei Svechnikov, Hurricanes forward — Svechnikov 
scored twice and had an assist, his second three-point game 
in the five games since Teravainen returned to the lineup. 
Svechnikov has points in all five, totaling two goals and 
seven assists in that stretch as the SAT Line has taken little 
time to regain its magic touch. 

“They’re so skilled and they’re fast,” Slavin said of the trio. 
“So that makes it even harder. They’re not the biggest, not 
the most physical line. But their hockey sense is through the 
roof, and, obviously, their skill is with the best of them.” 

Brind’Amour said Teravainen’s return has helped 
Svechnikov, and now the young Russian is rolling. 

“When he picks it up a little bit, that confidence, you can see 
he’s feeling it again. So hopefully that continues.” 

Minus 

Brady Skjei, Hurricanes defenseman — Skjei was a game-
time decision after he took two rough spills the night before. 
Both he and Jake Gardiner took the warm-ups, but Skjei was 
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able to go. But the usually reliable defender looked off much 
of the night. 

Skjei was unable to keep Mike Hardman from batting in the 
rebound of a MacKenzie Entwistle shot — Hardman’s first 

career goal — and he had a couple offensive zone pinches 
that led to Chicago odd-man chances. He was also called for 
hooking late in the opening period. But like the rest of the 
Hurricanes, Skjei settled in as the game went on, and he 
even had a key block later in the game.

 

Recap: Canes Storm Back to Top Blackhawks 

Svechnikov, Aho, Teravainen combine for eight points (3g, 
5a) 

By Michael Smith 

The Carolina Hurricanes scored four straight goals to erase a 
two-goal deficit en route to a 6-3 victory over the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

The win extends the Canes' winning streak to five games 
and their point streak to 12 games (9-0-3) and ensures that 
the team will finish no lower than second place in the Central 
Division. 

The Difference 

The Hurricanes' dogged work ethic is an embodiment of their 
head coach, which allows them to be competitive in virtually 
every game they play. Their talent level is what makes them 
elite. 

"It wasn't a great game tonight. We got by with a lot of good 
efforts," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "The talent we 
have on the team kind of won us this game." 

The line of Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen was surgical in its attack, striking three times in a 
row to flip a 2-1 deficit into a 4-2 advantage. 

Svechnikov scored two goals separated by less than 10 
minutes of game time, first in the final five minutes of the 
second period and then again in the first five minutes of the 
third. 

Teuvo Teravainen won an offensive-zone faceoff, and the 
Canes executed a set play. Svechnikov dropped the puck off 
for Jaccob Slavin, who returned the favor at the point. From 
downtown, Svechnikov let go of a wrist shot that hopped off 
a defending Nikita Zadorov and past Collin Delia. 

"I feel like we always just work and work. Whatever the score 
is, we just try to get to our game. When we do that, we play 
pretty good and get some goals," Teravainen said. "It just 
feels like we always have a chance to come back." 

Early in the third, Svechnikov struck again, this a display of 
raw talent, a filthy individual effort that was jumpstarted by 
his teammates in the defensive zone. Brady Skjei lifted the 
stick of Dylan Strome, and Slavin poked the puck ahead. 
Aho helped it along into the neutral zone, where Teravainen 

hit Svechnikov in stride. From there, the young Russian went 
to work. He motored past Ian Mitchell and shrugged off his 
illegal stick work in the process to roof a backhander and put 
the Canes ahead, 3-2. 

"That confidence, you can see he's feeling it again," 
Brind'Amour said. "When he's on, he's pretty unstoppable." 

Just about three minutes later, the dynamic trio struck again. 
Svechnikov won a battle along the right-side boards, and 
Aho took possession. He dropped a no-look pass to 
Teravainen in the slot, and the quiet Finn who always looks 
to pass before he shoots rifled a top-shelf wrister blocker 
side past Delia. 

That goal, the fourth straight the Canes scored after being 
down 2-0 in the first period, held up as the game winner. 

"They're so skilled and fast," Slavin said of the Canes' top 
line. "Their hockey sense is through the roof, and their skill is 
with the best of them." 

Svechnikov, Aho and Teravainen combined for eight points 
(3g, 5a) on the night. In the five games since Teravainen 
returned to the lineup, the line has combined for 26 points 
(9g,17a). 

Yep, that's pretty good. 

"[Teravainen] makes players around him better, clearly, and 
has since day one of being here. I think that was really 
evident tonight," Brind'Amour said. "He's a big part of what 
we do. He was great tonight." 

Plus/Minus 

Minus: The first period 

The Canes didn't have their best in the first period. Alex 
DeBrincat thieved the puck on the penalty kill and scored on 
a shorthanded breakaway to put the Blackhawks up 1-0 at 
the 6:20 mark of the first period. Mike Hardman doubled 
Chicago's lead when he pounced on a rebound about six 
minutes later. 

"We weren't great. We got stung," Brind'Amour said. 
"Sometimes we try to do too much and get away from the 
game we need to play." 
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The Canes had trailed by two goals four times before tonight 
- three times 2-0 and once 3-1 - and had a 1-2-1 record in 
those games. They recovered tonight to add another win to 
this incredibly random and probably meaningless statistic. 

"We were just a little bit off and a little bit slow," Svechnikov 
said. "Roddy said to us a couple of words, and we came out 
ready."  

Plus: The second and third periods 

Nino Niederreiter tallied a pair of goals, including the team's 
second empty-net goal of the game, but it was his first 
scored at the 4:32 mark of the second period that got the 
Canes on the board and their motor running. 

The play began with Morgan Geekie, who, with time and 
space behind the net, attempted Svechnikov's patented 
lacrosse move. Duncan Keith read the play, and when the 
puck rolled off Geekie's blade, he opted for plan B and 
centered to a wide-open Niederreiter in the slot. 

The Canes rumbled to life from there, scoring again in the 
second and twice more in the first seven minutes and 
change of the third to take a 4-2 lead. DeBrincat's second 
goal of the game brought Chicago back within a goal, but 
Martin Necas and Niederreiter both found the empty net 
about a minute apart from each other to seal the victory. 

"We have a confident group. We know what we're capable of 
when we play the right way and to our strengths. We knew 
we had to get to our game. We knew we weren't going to win 
the game in the second period. We just had to battle our way 

back in it," Slavin said. "In the third period we got to it a little 
bit more, and the skill kind of took over." 

Stats Pack 

6: Six different forwards - Vincent Trocheck (2a), Aho (2a), 
Niederreiter (2g), Svechnikov (2g, 1a), Teravainen (1g, 2a) 
and Necas (1g, 1a) - recorded multi-point nights. 

9: With two assists, Aho extended his season-long point 
streak to nine games (6g, 11a). 

20: With his two goals, Niederreiter is now the second player 
to reach the 20-goal mark this season. Since joining the 
Canes in Jan. 2019, Niederreiter has tallied 45 goals, which 
ranks third on the team behind Aho and Svechnikov in that 
span. 

He's Going to Do It Again, Isn't He? 

Yup. It's going to happen again. 

Quote of the Night 

"We want to make sure we're playing the right way every 
night and making sure we have that playoff mode engaged. 
… We don't want to take any steps back these last couple of 
games. We want to keep pushing forward, keep getting 
better and hit the ground running when playoffs do start." - 
Jaccob Slavin 

Up Next 

It's déjà vu all over again (again) on Thursday when the 
Canes and Blackhawks meet for the third straight game and 
eighth and final time this season.
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Hurricanes rally, pad lead in Central with win against Blackhawks 

Mrazek makes 27 saves in return, Carolina scores four 
straight after falling behind by two 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen 
each scored three points, and the Carolina Hurricanes rallied 
to extend their point streak to 12 in a 6-3 win against the 
Chicago Blackhawks at PNC Arena on Tuesday. 

Svechnikov had two goals and an assist, Teravainen had a 
goal and two assists, and Nino Niederreiter scored two goals 
for the Hurricanes (36-10-7), who have won five games in a 
row and are 9-0-3 in their past 12. 

"It wasn't a great game tonight," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "We got by with a lot of good efforts. The 
talent we have on this team kind of won us this game, but it 
wasn't pretty." 

Petr Mrazek made 27 saves to win his return after missing 
seven games with a lower-body injury. 

The Hurricanes are in first place in the eight-team Discover 
Central Division, four points ahead of the Florida Panthers. 
Carolina, Florida and the Tampa Bay Lightning have clinched 
Stanley Cup Playoff berths from the division; the Nashville 
Predators lead the Dallas Stars by four points for the fourth 
and final spot. 

Alex DeBrincat scored twice, and Mike Hardman scored his 
first NHL goal for the Blackhawks (22-25-6), who have lost 
six in a row (0-5-1), including 5-2 here Monday, and have 
been eliminated from playoff contention. Collin Delia, in his 
first start since Jan. 17, made 22 saves. 

Chicago led 2-0 entering the second period. 

"Obviously, we had momentum, we were doing things well 
and things were going our way," Blackhawks defenseman 
Riley Stillman said. "Their goalie made some big stops, they 
capitalized on their chances, and that was it." 

Svechnikov took a pass from Teravainen in the neutral zone 
and scored with a backhand on a breakaway to put the 
Hurricanes up 3-2 at 4:08 of the third period. 

Teravainen has six points (three goals, three assists) in five 
games after missing 32 of 33 games recovering from a 
concussion. 

"I feel pretty good," Teravainen said. "We have a couple 
more games and these are good games for me to get to my 
game and get my feel for the puck and that kind of stuff. It's 
been good, I think." 

Teravainen scored from the slot off a pass from Sebastian 
Aho for a 4-2 lead at 7:19. 

"[Teravainen] makes players around him better, clearly," 
Brind'Amour said. "That's really evident tonight, obviously. 
He's a big part of what we've got to do, and he was great 
tonight." 

DeBrincat made it 4-3 on a wrist shot from above the right 
face-off circle at 11:52, but Martin Necas scored shorthanded 
into an empty net with 2:37 left to make it 5-3. 

Niederreiter scored another empty-net goal with 1:31 
remaining for the 6-3 final. 

The teams will play the last of a three-game series here 
Thursday. 

DeBrincat stole the puck from Aho along the boards in the 
Blackhawks zone and scored shorthanded on a breakaway 
to make it 1-0 at 6:20 of the first period. 

"He won the puck battle on the shorthanded goal, stripped 
the guy," Chicago coach Jeremy Colliton said. "To me, that's 
when he's most effective and he's done that a lot for us. He's 
one of the best at putting pressure on the puck and winning 
pucks back, and that allows us to control the tempo of the 
game more." 

Mrazek made the save against MacKenzie Entwistle off the 
rush, but Hardman scored on the rebound to give the 
Blackhawks a 2-0 lead at 12:32. 

"It was pretty surreal," said Hardman, who was playing his 
fifth NHL game. "It was a great play by [Patrick Kane] on the 
breakout there, then [Entwistle] using his speed going wide 
and just shooting the puck off the pad, and I was lucky to be 
there and tap it in. It was an awesome feeling." 

The assist was Entwistle's first NHL point in his second 
game. 

Niederreiter cut it to 2-1 at 4:32 of the second period. Morgan 
Geekie tried to lift the puck onto his stick blade behind the 
net for a lacrosse-style shot before sending a backhand pass 
to Niederreiter at the top of the crease. 

Svechnikov scored on a shot that redirected off the stick of 
Nikita Zadorov to tie the game 2-2 at 15:56. 

NOTES: DeBrincat extended his goal streak to four games 
(five goals). He has scored nine points (six goals, three 
assists) in seven games against Carolina this season. … The 
Hurricanes have the longest active point streak in the NHL 
and trail only the Colorado Avalanche for the longest this 
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season (15 games, March 10-April 5). … With two assists, 
Aho extended his point streak to nine games (six goals, 11 
assists). It is the longest active streak in the NHL. … 

Svechnikov has five-game point and assist streaks (two 
goals, seven assists).

 

Svechnikov helps Hurricanes rally past Blackhawks 6-3 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Andrei Svechnikov ended an eight-
game goal drought by scoring twice to help the Carolina 
Hurricanes beat the Chicago Blackhawks 6-3 on Tuesday 
night. 

Svechnikov also had an assist on Teuvo Teravainen’s third-
period goal for the Hurricanes, who had to battle and erase a 
2-0 deficit to maintain momentum toward winning the 
franchise’s first Presidents’ Trophy. 

Teravainen also had a three-point game, assisting on both of 
Svechnikov’s goals. And Sebastian Aho followed his hat trick 
in Monday’s win against the Blackhawks with a pair of third-
period assists, a reminder of how good Carolina’s top line 
can be when it gets rolling. 

Nino Niederreiter scored twice and joined Martin Necas with 
an empty-net goal to clinch this one, while Petr Mrazek 
finished with 27 saves in his first appearance in nearly two 
weeks after suffering a lower-body injury. 

It was Carolina’s fifth straight win and 12th straight game 
with at least a point. 

Alex DeBrincat scored twice for the Blackhawks, who were 
eliminated from the playoff race with Monday’s 5-2 loss here. 
This was Chicago’s sixth straight loss. 

The Blackhawks jumped to a 2-0 first-period lead when 
DeBrincat got loose on a short-handed breakaway against 
Mrazek, followed by the first NHL goal for Mike Hardman. 

But that lead wouldn’t hold, as Niederreiter and Svechnikov 
each scored in the second period to tie it — followed by the 

Hurricanes rolling to four third-period goals. Necas’ goal 
proved critical to closing this one out, as he scored from 
nearly center ice only seconds after the Blackhawks had 
pulled Collin Delia on a late power play facing a 4-3 deficit. 

STANDINGS WATCH 

Carolina entered Tuesday with 77 points, two more than 
fellow Central Division team Florida for the NHL’s best 
record. Vegas was third with 74 points after losing Monday at 
Minnesota.  

Carolina was the only one of those teams in action Tuesday 
night on a light five-game league slate. 

DELIA’S PLAY 

Delia didn’t allow a goal in 19 shots after taking over for 
Malcolm Subban down 4-0 midway through the second 
period of Monday’s loss. It had been only his third 
appearance all season and first since Jan. 17, which came 
after coach Jeremy Colliton said the team had planned to 
give Delia some late-season work. 

He got the start Tuesday and denied the Hurricanes for 
another period before Niederreiter finally broke through with 
a put-away near the top of the crease off Morgan Geekie’s 
feed at 4:32 of the second period. 

Delia finished with 22 saves. 

UP NEXT 

The teams take a day off before closing their three-game set 
Thursday in the Hurricanes’ final home game of the regular-
season schedule.
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-31 poll, plus the biggest offseason need for every team 

By Sach Chandan 

We're into the final week-plus (for most teams) of the 2021 
NHL season, and while 16 of them will be competing for the 
Stanley Cup this spring and summer, 15 of them will begin to 
devise their plan to get back in the playoff mix in 2021-22. 

Usually, it's a pretty straightforward exercise of determining 
which free agents to re-sign and which to let explore the 
market, along with tweaks to be made via trade, and 
additions to the pipeline courtesy of the draft. This summer, 
however, there's the added wrinkle of the Seattle Kraken 
expansion draft -- and any side deals that must be made to 
sway GM Ron Francis to stay away from choosing certain 
players to join his roster. 

For this week's power rankings, we take an early look at the 
most pressing summer issues for all 31 teams. 

How we rank: The ESPN hockey editorial staff submits 
selections ranking teams 1 to 31 -- taking into account game 
results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those results 
are tabulated in the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to our Week 15 
edition, published on April 28. Points percentages are 
through the games of May 4. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: .720 
Remaining schedule: @ SJ (May 5); @ LA (May 7, 8); @ 
VGS (May 10); vs. LA (May 12, 13) 

First things first, the Avs have a few players to resign, such 
as captain Gabriel Landeskog, goalie Philipp Grubauer and 
restricted free-agent defenseman Cale Makar. Those three 
will eat into the available cap space, and the expansion draft 
will likely see one contributor move to Seattle. The team as 
assembled is a Cup favorite, and holding on to its key 
players is the best move. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: .745 
Remaining schedule: vs. CHI (May 6); @ NSH (May 8, 10) 

The team boasting the best record in the league also expects 
to have nearly $30 million in cap space, which it will need to 
use to re-sign a few key free agents. Dougie Hamilton has 
been one of the best defensemen in the league since his 
trade to Carolina, and will command a premium contract as 
he hits free agency at age 28. Past that, the Hurricanes will 
need to work out extensions with forward Andrei Svechnikov 
and at least two of their three free-agent goalies. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: .725 
Remaining schedule: @ MIN (May 5); vs. STL (May 7, 8); vs. 
COL (May 10); @ SJ (May 12) 

The Knights have a lot of money tied up in their crease, but 
the goaltending has been essential to the success of this 
contender. The summer will likely see defenseman Alec 
Martinez move on, but if the Golden Knights are one piece 
away from the Cup, I'd like to see them swing for the fences 
here, and add one more top-notch scorer for their power 
play. 

4. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: .683 
Remaining schedule: @ NYR (May 5); vs. PHI (May 7, 8); 
vs. BOS (May 11) 

Kind of a "no, duh" answer, but with franchise star Alex 
Ovechkin being an unrestricted free agent this summer, the 
Capitals need to come to a deal that will see Ovechkin break 
Wayne Gretzky's goal-scoring record in the coming seasons 
while wearing a Caps sweater. Beyond that, they will likely 
have to move a contract or two to fit Ovi's extension into a 
structure that is already nearly capped out. 

5. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: .694 
Remaining schedule: vs. TB (May 8, 10) 

The Panthers made a flurry of changes to their forward group 
last offseason, but their offense did not suffer for it, as they 
lead the league in goals scored and shots per game thanks 
to four strong lines. However, they will have up to six 
pending free agents from their forward group, and will have 
to replace that offense should any of them walk. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: .702 
Remaining schedule: vs. DAL (May 5, 7); @ FLA (May 8, 10) 

The window is wide open for the Lightning to make another 
deep Cup run, but the bill is coming due soon. The Lightning 
will need to find new homes for some contracts to alleviate 
the cap situation. Tampa will likely have to add picks to 
entice a team to take on one of its heavier contracts, or even 
strike a deal with Seattle before the expansion draft. 

7. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: .692 
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Remaining schedule: vs. MTL (May 6, 8); @ OTT (May 12); 
@ WPG (May 14) 

Is Frederik Andersen the guy for the future? Is Jack 
Campbell? Andersen is an unrestricted free agent, and GM 
Kyle Dubas has a critical decision to make. The Leafs have 
very little cap room, so if they run with Campbell, they will 
need to secure a veteran backup at a discount price. With 
the injuries the team has already suffered in net this season, 
the Leafs likely need more than just one reliable backup. 

8. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: .686 
Remaining schedule: vs. VGS (May 5); vs. ANA (May 7, 8); 
@ STL (May 12, 13) 

The surprise contenders out of the West are in good shape 
capwise, as they're led by a young core. However, the Wild 
have a few free agents-to-be in their forward group: Marcus 
Johansson, Nick Bjugstad and, most notably, Nick Bonino. 
Re-signing some of their own free agents, while looking to 
add help on the NHL's 22nd-ranked power play, would be a 
fine offseason in Minnesota. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: .676 
Remaining schedule: vs. BUF (May 6, 8) 

The goalie tandem for the Penguins has been inconsistent, 
but usually when one netminder struggles, the other can pick 
it up. Tristan Jarry is on a roll at the right time, but the 
Penguins still have some weaknesses, in particular the 
NHL's seventh-worst penalty kill. GM Ron Hextall will have 
very little cap room to work with as the Penguins aim to 
shore up their special teams, either with a new defenseman 
or goalie. 

10. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: .663 
Remaining schedule: vs. NYR (May 6, 8); vs. NYI (May 10); 
@ WSH (May 11) 

Due to the expiring deals of David Krejci, Tuukka Rask and 
Taylor Hall, the Bruins will have a healthy amount of cap 
space with which to work. However, Krejci and Hall have 
played so well together that it might be in Boston's best 
interests to re-sign them both. Should the Bruins ink new 
deals with their pair of forwards, it could likely accelerate the 
handing of the keys to the crease to rookie Jeremy Swayman 
sooner than some might expect. 

11. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: .642 
Remaining schedule: vs. NJ (May 6, 8); @ BOS (May 10) 

The Islanders will have limited cap space this summer, and a 
few RFAs like Ilya Sorokin and Anthony Beauvillier receiving 
a raise. There's no way around it: The Isles will have key 
contributors exposed during the expansion draft, so perhaps 
GM Lou Lamoriello needs to strike a deal with Seattle to 

send a pick to the Kraken in exchange for taking a contract 
off of his hands. 

12. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: .647 
Remaining schedule: vs. VAN (May 6, 8); @ MTL (May 10, 
12); vs. VAN (May 15) 

The Oilers have two of the best players in the game in their 
primes but need to add the wingers around them to fill out 
their roster. They will also have to decide if they're re-signing 
any of their free agents, such as Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, 
Adam Larsson or Tyson Barrie. 

13. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: .566 
Remaining schedule: @ CBJ (May 5); vs. CAR (May 8, 10) 

The Predators chose not to sell at the deadline, and will likely 
be rewarded for that with a playoff berth. However, their 
biggest area of need remains: They need more goal scorers. 
The emergence of Eeli Tolvanen and continued growth of 
Filip Forsberg have been welcome, but Nashville will have to 
make decision on re-signing Mikael Granlund and looking for 
ways to add scoring with the rest of the money coming off its 
books this summer. 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: .559 
Remaining schedule: @ CGY (May 5); vs. OTT (May 8); vs. 
VAN (May 10, 11); vs. TOR (May 14) 

The Jets are in free-fall right now at the worst time, and this 
is the type of slide that could lead to changes in the 
offseason. The expansion draft will likely pick off one of their 
contributors, and the Jets don't have too many draft picks to 
work with, either. Though they're in playoff position, the Jets 
are bottom third in 5-on-5 Corsi for percentage, and could 
look at trading from their forward depth to add another 
defenseman this summer. 

15. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: .559 
Remaining schedule: @ OTT (May 5); @ TOR (May 6, 8); 
vs. EDM (May 10, 12) 

The Canadiens are sixth best at getting pucks on net, but 
only 15th best at getting them in. A middling power-play 
percentage is a part of that, but they also were affected by 
injuries to key players. While Montreal is likely to lose at least 
one of its depth players to Seattle, getting some added 
scoring help would be the best move for the Canadiens. 

16. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: .550 
Remaining schedule: vs. ANA (May 5); @ VGS (May 7, 8); 
@ LA (May 10); vs. MIN (May 12, 13) 
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Jordan Binnington is likely the Blues' guy in goal for the 
future, and won the Cup in the past, but his present has seen 
some rough stretches. Moving him isn't realistic, so the Blues 
should look for a strong veteran backup to replace Jake 
Allen, who is now part of Montreal's tandem. 

17. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: .538 
Remaining schedule: @ TB (May 5, 7); @ CHI (May 9, 10) 

The Stars have lost 14 times beyond regulation, most in the 
league, with a 2-6 record in shootouts contributing to that. 
Obviously, injuries have taken a bite out of their season, but 
this offseason, the Stars need to grab a forward or two who 
can contribute in the shootout. 

18. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: .547 
Remaining schedule: vs. WSH (May 5); @ BOS (May 6, 8) 

There's not much wrong with the roster, it's just young and 
developing. Adam Fox emerged as a Norris Trophy 
candidate this season, while Igor Shesterkin grabbed the 
reins of the starting goaltending job. It's a cliché, but the 
Rangers are lacking in playoff-experienced veterans, so a 
few experienced depth pickups to their middle six and bottom 
D pairing could go a long way to helping the team gain the 
edge needed to make the playoffs next season. 

19. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: .472 
Remaining schedule: @ CAR (May 6); vs. DAL (May 9, 10) 

Injuries have taken a chunk out of this team, but Chicago 
needs to add some size on defense. The Blackhawks have 
been getting outmuscled in front of the net on defense, as 
they have the third-lightest defenseman corps. The result is 
that goalie Kevin Lankinen faces the third-shortest average 
depth of shot from opponents. Re-signing the 6-6, 235-pound 
Nikita Zadorov could help, but Chicago doesn't have much 
cap room with which to work, and Zadorov himself has 
struggled at times. Most likely, the rebuilding Blackhawks 
address their needs through a trade. 

20. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: .470 
Remaining schedule: vs. WPG (May 5); vs. OTT (May 9); vs. 
VAN (May 13); @ VAN (May 16, 18); vs. VAN (May 19) 

Some heavy lifting will be needed with this roster, and 
piecemeal fixes aren't enough. With Johnny Gaudreau set to 
be a free agent in 2022, the Flames owe it to themselves to 
see what their former leading scorer would fetch on the trade 
market, even coming off of back-to-back disappointing 
seasons. Gaudreau has a partial no-trade clause, and the 
Flames could look to send the South Jersey native to the 
East Coast. 

21. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: .472 
Remaining schedule: vs. LA (May 5); @ SJ (May 7, 8) 

The Coyotes need help up the middle, as their centers have 
produced the third fewest points of any group of pivots in the 
NHL. Perhaps it's a matter that can be solved internally with 
their emerging group of Christian Dvorak and Nick Schmaltz, 
or perhaps they look at a veteran option in free agency. 

22. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: .436 
Remaining schedule: @ EDM (May 6, 8); @ WPG (May 10, 
11); @ CGY (May 13); @ EDM (May 15); vs. CGY (May 16, 
18); @ CGY (May 19) 

This franchise will be at a crossroads. A playoff run in 2020 
and the signing of Braden Holtby tricked us into thinking the 
Canucks were contenders, but after a tumultuous 2021 
campaign, Vancouver sits near the bottom of the North. If the 
Canucks decide to commit to a retool, do they look to move 
captain Bo Horvat or forward J.T. Miller? Vancouver also 
needs to keep in mind extensions for Quinn Hughes and 
Elias Pettersson forthcoming this offseason. 

23. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: .500 
Remaining schedule: @ WSH (May 7, 8); vs. NJ (May 10) 

After they won the top seed in the East during the 2020 
postseason bubble, things turned sour for the Flyers in 2021. 
Are they a contender in disguise or do they need to rebuild? 
If it's the former, then the Flyers will need to move some 
contracts to create cap space, because the projected $11 
million available, per Cap Friendly, will likely be taken up by 
extensions to defenseman Travis Sanheim and goalie Carter 
Hart, both of whom are coming off disappointing seasons. 

24. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: .460 
Remaining schedule: @ ARI (May 5); vs. COL (May 7, 8); vs. 
STL (May 10); @ COL (May 12, 13) 

All things considered, this was a good season for the Kings. 
Their prospects made strides, they had a nice win streak in 
February, and Calvin Petersen emerged as their new No. 1 
goalie. What they need is offense, as the Kings scored the 
fourth-fewest even-strength goals in the league, and second-
fewest goals overall in the West Division. A decision on re-
signing Andreas Athanasiou is coming up, as well as using 
their cap space to add some veteran forwards to surround 
the impressive pipeline of young talent. 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: .433 
Remaining schedule: vs. MTL (May 5); @ WPG (May 8); @ 
CGY (May 9); vs. TOR (May 12) 
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After their horrible start, the Senators have played much 
better in the second half of the season, though they'll finish 
outside of the playoffs in the North Division. The Senators 
surrender the fifth-most shots against per game, so some 
smart pickups or trades to fill out their second and third 
pairing will help, while they wait for their loaded farm system 
to graduate to the top club. 

26. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: .442 
Remaining schedule: vs. COL (May 5); vs. ARI (May 7, 8); 
vs. VGS (May 12) 

Among many problems, the most immediate need for the 
Sharks is goaltending. Their plan coming into the season to 
pair Devan Dubnyk and Martin Jones failed, and rookie 
backup Josef Korenar has not looked quite ready for prime 
time over the past month. Jones has now struggled for three 
straight seasons, so adding another veteran option is 
something that must be done. 

27. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: .417 
Remaining schedule: @ CBJ (May 7, 8) 

The Red Wings have the worst offense in the league, and 
are one of the most outshot teams. Injuries have played a 
part in this, as Tyler Bertuzzi, Evgeny Svechnikov and Robby 
Fabbri have all spent time on the injured list. Detroit won't do 
anything to compromise the rebuild, but perhaps a few savvy 
veteran forward pickups or trades can help its young 
forwards like Filip Zadina, Bertuzzi and trade deadline pickup 
Jakub Vrana continue to develop. 

28. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: .406 
Remaining schedule: @ NYI (May 6, 8); @ PHI (May 10) 

There's a lot to like about the Devils' young offensive group, 
but the goaltending has been a problem. Mackenzie 
Blackwood came into the season as the starter but failed to 
distinguish himself from backup Scott Wedgewood, with both 
netminders sporting identical .902 save percentages. The 
Devils have lost 20 games by two or more goals, the third-

worst total in the league, and seem to always be playing from 
behind. Making a move for a goalie would help the situation 
immensely. 

29. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: .415 
Remaining schedule: vs. NSH (May 5); vs. DET (May 7, 8) 

While many of the rumors out of the Buckeye State concern 
the future of head coach John Tortorella, GM Jarmo 
Kekalainen must address his defense corps. Seth Jones and 
Zach Werenski are bona fide top-pair defensemen, but 
Columbus went from 19th in Corsi for percentage last 
season to 28th this season, and Blue Jackets blueliners have 
accounted for the seventh-fewest points by defensemen. The 
Blue Jackets project to have some cap space with which to 
maneuver, and securing a defensively strong second pair 
would do a lot to help them next season. 

30. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: .368 
Remaining schedule: @ STL (May 5); @MIN (May 7, 8) 

Well, the Ducks need help all over the lineup, but their 
productive farm system has graduated Trevor Zegras and 
Jamie Drysdale to the main club. The Ducks could move 
veteran mainstays Rickard Rakell and Josh Manson to add 
more players on entry-level contacts, or they could use their 
available cap space, over $19 million per Cap Friendly, to 
facilitate some deals with other clubs for picks. 

31. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: .343 
Remaining schedule: @ PIT (May 6, 8) 

Where to begin? In reality, their biggest need is to keep star 
Jack Eichel happy, but as far as on-ice matters, let's start in 
net. The Sabres have started six different netminders due to 
injuries, with their top tandem of Linus Ullmark and Carter 
Hutton hitting free agency. Given the circumstances, Ullmark 
has played well enough to earn another contract, of which 
GM Kevyn Adams said to reporters in April, "A priority for us 
is absolutely to sign Linus, and he and his agent both know 
that."
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The Buzzer: Michael Houser shines again for Sabres; McDavid closes in on 100 points 

By Adam Gretz  

Three Stars 

1. Michael Houser, Buffalo Sabres. Before Monday almost all 
of Michael Houser’s professional hockey experience since 
2015 had taken place in the ECHL. During that time he 
played just 29 minutes in the AHL, zero minutes in the NHL, 
and was not on anybody’s radar to be making an impact in 
the NHL this season. Now, just 24 hours later, he is 2-0 in 
the NHL and owns a .940 save percentage after back-to-
back wins against the New York Islanders. Houser stopped 
45 out of 48 shots on Tuesday, and then stopped all three 
shots in the shootout to pick up his second win in as many 
days. It is easy to say that he is the bright spot of the 2020-
21 Buffalo Sabres season. 

2. Andrei Svechnikov, Carolina Hurricanes. The Carolina 
Hurricanes have never finished a regular season with the 
NHL’s best record. That could change this season. They 
overcame a two-goal first period deficit on Tuesday to get a 
6-3 win over the Chicago Blackhawks. Svechnikov helped 
lead the way with two goals and an assist as he starts to 
heat up just in time for the playoffs. He is now on a five-game 
point streak that has seen him record nine total points (two 
goals, seven assists). 

3. Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers. Leon Draisaitl scored 
two goals in the Oilers’ 4-1 win (and his numbers for the 
season are also incredible) over the Vancouver Canucks, but 
McDavid gets the star billing as he continues his amazing 
push for 100 points. With his two points on Tuesday he is 
now at 93 for the season. He needs just seven points in five 

games to reach the 100-point mark in a 56-game season. It 
would already be the fourth 100-point season of his career, 
and keep in mind he had 97 points in 64 games a year ago. 

Other Notable Performances From Tuesday 

• Sidney Crosby scored two goals for the Pittsburgh 
Penguins as they were 7-3 winners over the Philadelphia 
Flyers to move back into first place in the East Division. You 
can read more about that game here. 

• Pavel Zacha and Yegor Sharangovich helped the New 
Jersey Devils continue their recent strong play as they 
stunned the Boston Bruins in overtime. 

Highlights Of The Day 

• Zacha scored two goals for the Devils on Tuesday, and his 
second goal of the game is the overtime winner. 

• Carolina’s Morgan Geekie tried for the lacrosse style goal, 
fumbled it, and then passed to Nino Niederreiter for the goal. 
Not the way he planned it to happen, but the result is the 
same. 

• Sidney Crosby’s second goal of the game was this perfectly 
placed shot. 

Scores 

Buffalo Sabres 4, New York Islanders 3 (SO) 
New Jersey Devils 4, Boston Bruins 3 (OT) 
Pittsburgh Penguins 7, Philadelphia Flyers 3 
Carolina Hurricanes 6, Chicago Blackhawks 3 
Edmonton Oilers 4, Vancouver Canucks 1
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Recap: Canes overcome sloppy start, beat Blackhawks at home 

The Carolina Hurricanes overcame an early 2-0 deficit 
Tuesday night, winning 6-3 thanks to two goals from Andrei 
Svechnikov and Nino Niederreiter. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes battled back from an ugly first 
period and held on late for a 6-3 win over the Chicago 
Blackhawks in PNC Arena Tuesday night, as Andrei 
Svechnikov and Nino Niederreiter led the way with two-goal 
efforts.  

The Canes were sloppy early on as Chicago jumped ahead 
to a 2-0 lead in the opening 20 minutes, with Alex DeBrincat 
and Mike Hardman getting on the scoresheet. Things turned 
around for Carolina as the Canes struck back though, with 
Nino Niederreiter opening the scoring before back-to-back 
goals from Svechnikov.  

Teuvo Teravainen gave the Hurricanes a much-needed 
insurance goal shortly after Svechnikov’s second, as 
DeBrincat scored again to cut Carolina’s lead to 4-3. The 
Canes added empty netters from both Martin Necas and 
Niederreiter.  

Petr Mrazek, in his first game back from injury, got the win in 
net, settling in after a shaky start to stop 27 of 30 shots 
faced. Collin Delia was the losing goaltender, making 22 
saves on 26 shots faced.  

The Canes went to the power play first in the opening period, 
as Dylan Strome sat for tripping, but things were out of synch 
for Carolina and it led to a shorthanded opener for Chicago. 
Sebastian Aho had an uncharacteristic snafu, returning a 
bad pass from Dougie Hamilton with an even worse one, 
leading to a breakaway chance for DeBrincat.  

DeBrincat put it away, carrying the puck the length of the ice 
and finishing the shorthanded chance past Mrazek on just 
the second shot the Canes’ netminder faced.  

Chicago made it 2-0 later in the first, as Hardman scored the 
first goal of his NHL career. Right before the goal Carolina 
got its best look of the first period on a Hamilton wrister from 
the slot, but Delia swallowed it up.  

On the restart, Chicago got out on a break, leading to a hard 
shot from MacKenzie Entwistle which rebounded heavily off 
Mrazek’s pad. Hardman was there to control the rebound 
and slot it home, scoring his first NHL goal and point on the 
first NHL assist and point of Entwistle’s career.  

The Canes took two penalties late in the first period, 
successfully killing off the first on Brady Skjei before killing 
off a pretty weak interference call against Vincent Trocheck 
between the end of the opening period and beginning of the 
second.  

Carolina got one back early on in the second period, as a 
failed lacrosse-goal attempt from Morgan Geekie turned into 
the Canes’ opener from Niederreiter. Geekie went for the 
move patented in the NHL by Svechnikov, but couldn’t quite 
control the puck enough to get it fully on his stick.  

Much to his credit Geekie adapted well, seeing Niederreiter 
cutting to the net and making a very good centering pass to 
the Swiss winger. Niederreiter slotted it in, his 19th goal of 
the season. 

Carolina squandered a golden opportunity later in the second 
period, failing to score during 1:25 of 5-on-3 hockey. An Ian 
Mitchell holding and Connor Murphy cross checking gave the 
Hurricanes the extended two-man advantage, but the Canes 
just didn’t do much with the puck.  

Carolina held possession but didn’t really give Delia any 
trouble, as Teuvo Teravainen had the only two shots on net 
during the two-man advantage. In fact, Chicago had another 
shorthanded breakaway late in the second penalty, but this 
one was turned away by Mrazek.  

Despite that missed opportunity the Canes were able to tie 
the game up before the end of the middle frame, as 
Svechnikov ended an eight-game goal drought with a rip 
from the point that deflected in off a Chicago player.  

Teravainen won the faceoff back to Svechnikov, who 
dropped it behind him to Jaccob Slavin before filling the open 
ice at the point. Slavin worked it back to Svechnikov, who 
ripped the wrister in to tie the game up.  

It didn’t take long in the third period for the Canes to grab 
their first lead of the game, as Svechnikov scored his second 
with a great backhand shot on a breakaway. Slavin made a 
good defensive play to clear the puck from the defensive 
zone, getting it up to Teravainen who led Svechnikov into 
space with a pass.  

The Russian winger took off from there, powering down the 
ice before unleashing a filthy backhand into the roof of the 
net.  

Just three minutes later the Hurricanes made it 4-2 with 
another class goal, as Aho skated in and laid a beautiful 
pass back to Teravainen in the middle. Teravainen wristed 
the puck home, scoring his third goal in the last four games.  

Chicago didn’t go down without a fight, as DeBrincat tallied 
his second goal of the game to cut Carolina’s lead to 4-3 on 
a blistering snipe. Mrazek was screened and never saw the 
puck, not even moving as DeBrincat’s shot went past him.  

The Hurricanes held on after the DeBrincat goal, killing off a 
penalty late. Necas made it 5-3 in the expiring seconds of 
that penalty kill, rolling in an empty netter from deep. The 
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Blackhawks elected to pull Delia again, and Niederreiter 
added his second of the game.  

With the regulation win, the Hurricanes clinched home-ice 
advantage for the first round of the playoffs. The Canes, now 

at 79 points, are guaranteed to finish ahead of the Florida 
Panthers, who could get to 79 points but couldn’t pass the 
Hurricanes in regulation wins. Carolina also now holds a six-
point lead over the Tampa Bay Lightning with just one more 
game played. 

 

They said it: Brind’Amour, Slavin, Teravainen, Svechnikov on win over Chicago 

Rod Brind’Amour, Teuvo Teravainen, Andrei Svechnikov and 
Jaccob Slavin spoke to the media following the Canes’ 6-3 
win over Chicago Tuesday night.  

By Alec_Sawyer and Andrew Schnittker 

The Hurricanes overcame a slow start and 2-0 deficit with a 
number of strong performances across the board, including 
three-point nights for Teuvo Teravainen and Andrei 
Svechnikov and two assists for Jaccob Slavin.  

Slavin, Teravainen, Svechnikov and Rod Brind’Amour spoke 
to the media after the win, here’s a full breakdown of 
everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Teuvo Teravainen playing well in his return: It certainly 
helps. He makes players around him better, clearly. He has 
since day one of being here. I think that was really evident 
tonight, obviously. He’s a big part of what we’ve got to do, 
and he was great tonight. 

On the importance of clinching home-ice advantage: You 
never know if it’s going to be an advantage until it’s an 
advantage. Meaning you need that extra game or whatever 
and you look back that it was great that we finished that way 
to get home-ice advantage. I think more importantly is going 
to be for us to finish strong here, just to not have the bad 
habits that we just don’t to pick up anything. We don’t want to 
derail a really good season we’ve had to date by finishing 
iffy. It wasn’t a great game tonight. We got by with a lot of 
good efforts. The talent that we have on the team kind of 
won us the game. But it wasn’t pretty.  

On Teravainen’s shooting: The ones that he’s shot, there 
was no choice. He had a couple on the power play. I’d like to 
see him pull the trigger on the 5-on-3. He’s always looking to 
make that play. He’s so unselfish, and we love him for that. 
But he’s got a good shot. He’s a complete player.  

On Patrick Kane and the Hurricanes scoring six times with 
him on the ice: I don’t know if he had anything to do with 
those. He’s as elite as they come. I like to watch him play but 
not against us. He’s always making something happen. You 
talk about Teravainen making the players around him better, 
that guy’s probably the best at it maybe in the league. He’s 
got a tough matchup when we can get our top guys against 
him. That’s the best we can do. And he still gets on the score 
sheet, so he’s a tough guy to control. 

On how he gets the team to play the way he wants them to 
play after the first period: It was not pretty. How do you get 
them to play the way you want them to play? That’s the 
million-dollar question. You feel like you’re cracking the whip 
constantly, and you’ve got to be careful about that too. So it’s 
just we weren’t great and we got stung. I give the guys credit. 

It’s never usually from a lack of effort. Sometimes we almost 
try to do too much and get away from the game that we need 
to play. We were able to get back in the second and like I 
said, the talent was really what took over. It took some high-
end plays to win us this game.  

On Petr Mrazek: You give them breakaways and two-on-
ones and stuff to start, that’s not good for us. I thought he 
made some good saves after that and we’ve got to get him a 
couple more games here, obviously, to make sure we can 
get him up to speed. He hasn’t played enough. So I’m sure 
there’s some rust there, but he was fine. 

On Andrei Svechnikov: He wants to learn, and he’s such a 
good kid. I think what’s helped is [Teravainen] coming back 
clearly makes that whole line go. When he picks it up a little 
bit, now that confidence, you can see, he’s feeling it again. 
So hopefully that continues. Because obviously when he’s 
on, he’s pretty unstoppable. 

Andrei Svechnikov 

On his lacrosse goal attempt: I had the chance there, but I 
felt like the ice was pretty bad there. I kind of picked it up, but 
there was D on the side so it was tough to score that one.  

On Morgan Geekie’s lacrosse goal attempt, which led to an 
assist: Yeah, I saw it. It was great, actually. Sometimes it 
works. You fake it, and it was a nice pass by him to an empty 
net. That’s great for him.  

On him calling Tripp Tracy “grandfather” and when that 
started: This summer. When we were here, me and my 
brother. My brother called him grandfather once, and that’s 
how it became. We started calling him our grandfather this 
summer.  

On clinching home-ice advantage for the first round and the 
importance of that: It’s always important when you start at 
home. Your fans are there, and you know the ice. It’s always 
fun to play at home and very important, for sure.  

On why they started so bad and what turned it around: I don’t 
know, to be honest. I felt like we were a little bit off, a little bit 
slow. After we came off in the intermission [Brind’Amour] 
said to us a couple words, and we came out ready. That’s 
how it works sometimes. It’s a good thing we won that game.  

On what Brind’Amour said: That’s going to stay in the locker 
room, so it’s our secret.  

Teuvo Teravainen 

On the mentality not changing regardless of the score: I feel 
like we always just work and work. Whatever the score is on 
the board, we just try to get to our game. Whenever we do 
that, we usually play pretty good and get some goals. Even 
when I wasn’t playing and we had games when we were 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 5, 2021 

 

down a couple goals, it feels like we just always have a 
chance to come back.  

On why they started so slow and on what turned it around: 
We weren’t our best in the first. They scored a shorthanded 
goal, that’s always not good. We got better. We got into our 
game. It’s the small, simple things that make the game better 
for us.  

On if he feels like he’s back to 100 percent with the timing: 
Yeah, I don’t know if I’m ever 100 percent. I always want to 
be better. But I feel pretty good. Of course we have a couple 
more games for sure, and these are good games for me to 
get in my game and get my feel for the puck. It’s been good, 
I think. 

Jaccob Slavin 

On clinching home-ice advantage for the first round of the 
playoffs: Yeah, it’s a huge step. Anytime you can have 
home-ice advantage there’s little things that go into that that 
make the game management side of it a lot easier. And 
obviously from the fan perspective that’s awesome as well to 
get the Caniacs involved. Hopefully we can just make a good 
run at it.  

On the feeling after the first period: We do have a confident 
group. We know what we’re capable of in there when we 
play the right way and to our strengths. We knew we had to 
get to our game. We knew we weren’t going to win the game 
in the second period, but we just had to battle our way back 
into it. That’s what happened. In the third period we got to it a 
little bit more, and the skill kind of took over. You saw some 
of those nice goals that the Aho line had. That’s huge for us.  

On the 12-game point streak and on if they are in a playoff 
mentality already: Yeah, we want to make sure that we are 

playing the right way every night, obviously. But making sure 
that we have that playoff mode engaged before playoffs even 
hit and we’re playing to our strengths and what makes us 
successful as a team and why we’ve had the year that we 
have had. We don’t want to take any steps back these last 
couple games. We want to keep pushing forward and keep 
getting better whenever playoffs do start.  

On how Brind’Amour handles things in the locker room after 
a slow start: It can be different any night. He expects 
greatness from us because he knows that we have a great 
group of players in there. He comes in, and sometimes it’s 
not even words that have to be said. The guys in our locker 
room, our leadership group, we have a high standard for 
ourselves and the goals that we set. We know that we had 
better, and [Brind’Amour] is just kind of giving you a little kick 
in the butt. We know we have what it takes in there.  

On why Teravainen has been shooting more since returning: 
He was a mad Finn. No, I don’t know. He’s a great player. 
He can put the puck in the net, obviously. All the guys, we 
just try to get that guy to smile. When he’s playing good 
hockey, that’s when that’s happening. When he’s scoring 
goals we give him a hard time about trying to hold back the 
smile.  

On how hard it is to defend against a top line like the Aho 
line: All across the board for their line they’re so skilled and 
they’re fast. That makes it even harder. They’re not the 
biggest, not the most physical line. But their hockey sense is 
through the roof, and obviously their skill is with the best of 
them. You’ve got to try your best to take away their time and 
space and not let them come at you with speed. But like I 
said, with their hockey sense it’s a tough task.
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Svechnikov, Niederreiter lead Hurricanes past Blackhawks 6-3 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER MAY 04, 2021 06:47 PM,  

 

It’s hard holding back the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Even when they’re not always at their best, they’ve often found ways to 
win this season and did it again Tuesday against the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

Andrei Svechnikov had two goals and an assist, Nino Niederreiter scored 
twice and Teuvo Teravainen had a goal and two assists as the Canes 
shook off an awful first period to come away with a decisive 6-3 victory at 
PNC Arena. 

Niederreiter scored his 19th of the season to jump-start the Canes in the 
second period and closed out the scoring with an empty-netter late. 
Teravainen and Martin Necas had goals in the third period, Necas 
scoring into an empty net for a shorthanded score. 

That easily offset two goals by Chicago’s speedy Alex DeBrincat, the first 
shorthanded in the first period, when the Blackhawks led 2-0. 

The Canes (36-10-7), who lead the Central Division by four points, 
clinched home-ice advantage for at least the first round of the Stanley 
Cup playoffs. With points in 12 straight games, Carolina leads the NHL 
with 79 and has a 20-3-4 home record. 

“It wasn’t a good game tonight. We got by with a lot of good efforts,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “The talent we have on this team 
kind of won us this game. But it wasn’t pretty.” 

Goalie Petr Mrazek, making his first start since April 19, allowed a goal 
on the shorthanded breakaway by DeBrincat and a rebound goal by Mike 
Hardman in the first. He steadied, as did the Canes, after the first period 
and made a game-changing save in the second. 

Trailing 2-1, the Canes had 1:26 of a 5-on-3 advantage but overpassed 
the puck and couldn’t score. The Blackhawks killed off both penalties and 
had another shorthanded breakaway, by Pius Suter. But Mrazek made 
the stop on Suter’s shot, the biggest of his 27 saves. 

“You give him breakaways and two-on-ones and stuff to start, that’s not 
good,” Brind’Amour said “I thought he made some good saves after that, 
but we’ve got to give him a couple of more games here though to make 
sure we can get him up to speed. I’m sure there’s some rust but he was 
fine.” 

Svechnikov’s first goal tied the score. After Teravainen won a draw in the 
Chicago zone, Svechnikov took a pass from Jaccob Slavin and buried a 
long shot that nicked the skate of Chicago’s Nikita Zadorov. 

“We weren’t our best in the first ... but we got better,” Teravainen said, 
“We got into our game. It’s the small, simple things that make the game 
better for us.” 

Svechnikov’s second goal, in the third, was all power. After a nice 
defensive play by Slavin, Svechnikov bulled past defenseman Ian 
Mitchell and beat goalie Collin Delia with a backhander as Mitchell was 
hooking him. 

“When he’s on, he’s pretty much unstoppable,” Brind’Amour said of 
Svechnikov, who has 14 points in the last 12 games. 

Teravainen made it 4-2, scoring from the slot off a pass from Sebastian 
Aho, who had two assists. But DeBrincat’s second goal, his 28th of the 
season, pulled the Blackhawks within 4-3 with 8:08 left in regulation. 

The Blackhawks had a chance to tie after a late penalty on Staal. But 
Necas scored with an empty net, shorthanded, and Niederreiter added 
another empty-netter for his 20th of the season. 

“We have a confident group,” Slavin said. “We know what we’re capable 
of when we play the right way and to our strengths. We want to make 
sure we have that playoff mode engaged before the playoffs even hit. 

“We don’t want to take any steps back these last couple of games. We 
want to keep pushing forward and hit the ground running when the 
playoffs do start.” 

(Earlier updates) 

SECOND PERIOD: NINO, SVECHNIKOV SCORE 

Nino Niederreiter’s 19th goal of the season and Andrei Svechnikov’s 14th 
have pulled the Canes even 2-2 after the second period. 

Morgan Geekie first toyed with trying a lacrosse move as he controlled 
the puck behind the net. The puck rolled off his stick and he found 
Niederreiter open cutting into the low slot at 4:32 of the period. 

Svechnikov tied the score 2-2 after Teravainen won a faceoff in the 
Chicago zone. Svechnikov took a pass from Jaccob Slavin and got off a 
shot from near the blue line that found its way past goalie Collin Delia 
with 4:04 left in the second. 

Before Svechnikov tied it, the Canes had 1:26 of a 5-on-3 advantage but 
could not score as they overpassed the puck. 

After killing off the first penalty, the Blackhawks had their second 
shorthanded breakaway of the game — Alex DeBrincat scored on the 
first — but Petr Mrazek stopped Pius Suter’s shot. 

FIRST PERIOD: HAWKS TAKE 2-0 LEAD 

DeBrincat had a shorthanded goal and Mike Hardman scored his first 
NHL goal as the Blackhawks have grabbed a 2-0 lead in the first period 

DeBrincat gave the Blackhawks a 1-0 lead, turning a poor Sebastian Aho 
pass along the boards into a breakaway goal. 

DeBrincat has goals in four straight games, 27 for the season and five 
against the Canes this year. After picking off the pass, he was in the 
clear as defenseman Dougie Hamilton could not catch him and beat Petr 
Mrazek to score at 6:20 of the period. 

Hardman scored off the rebound of a MacKenzie Entwistle shot as 
Entwistle skated past Jaccob Slavin for a shot. Hardman is playing his 
fifth NHL game. 
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The Canes had four shots on its power play but was too pass happy. 
Teuvo Teravainen passed up a shot and centered to Morgan Geekie for 
a chance at the top of the crease, but goalie Collin Delia made the stop. 

The Blackhawks outshot the Canes 12-8 in the first. 

MRAZEK TO START 

Hurricanes goalie Petr Mrazek took more than two months to recover 
from a thumb injury. Once back, in early April, he played five games, then 
was injured and out again. 

With the regular season winding down, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
has said a few times that Mrazek needed to get back and play a few 
games before the playoffs. Mrazek will do that Tuesday against the 
Blackhawks. 

Brind’Amour said Tuesday morning that Mrazek would make his first start 
since April 19 against Tampa Bay. Mrazek did back up Alex Nedeljkovic 
in Monday’s game, his first time on the bench since going out with a 
lower-body injury. 

“I don’t think he had a really serious injury,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s a 
matter of getting enough practice time, which we don’t do, to feel good. 
He had a good couple days, and we’ve got to get him up to speed. 

“We’re running out of runway here. He needs to get some game action.” 

News Observer LOADED: 05.05.2021 
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Chicago Blackhawks lose 6-3 to the Carolina Hurricanes, with Kirby Dach 
a late scratch after his wrist problems resurface 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

 

Alex DeBrincat scored twice, Mike Hardman and Mackenzie Entwistle 
notched their first NHL points and the Chicago Blackhawks showed a lot 
more fight in Tuesday night’s rematch, but they dropped their sixth 
straight game 6-3 to the league-leading Carolina Hurricanes. 

Goalie Collin Delia also made his first start since Jan. 17. But any 
positives or negatives from the game were overshadowed by news that 
Kirby Dach was scratched because of “right wrist scar tissue 
aggravation.” Entwistle replaced him in the lineup. 

“I don’t know what the plan’s going to be for the rest of the games,” 
Hawks coach Jeremy Colliton said. “It’s not totally unexpected to deal 
with some scar tissue. It just kind of came to a head today. We’ll see 
what the next few days bring.” 

Dach returned from wrist surgery March 27 and played 18 games, but he 
acknowledged early last month that he was playing through pain and a 
lack of confidence in his wrist affected his shot. 

Late last week, when asked how he felt about his game, Dach said, 
“Obviously with an injury it’s going to take time to get back into things and 
feel confident, using my body and my strength and my size.” 

Dach has totaled 50 shot attempts (26 shots on goal), and his 7.7% shot 
percentage is about the same as last season’s rookie campaign. 

The Hawks had been experimenting with having power-play specialists 
Dach and DeBrincat man the penalty kill since mid-April. 

They hoped some of those offensive instincts would help them block 
shooting lanes, cut off passes, get to loose pucks and clear them. And if 
that led to a short-handed breakout featuring their leading goal scorer 
(DeBrincat) and their top center (Dach), so much the better. 

Despite Dach’s absence, such a scenario finally materialized for 
DeBrincat in the first period. He picked off Sebastian Aho’s pass to 
Dougie Hamilton at the blue line and outraced everyone before sinking 
the short-handed solo breakaway against Petr Mrázek. 

About six minutes later, Hardman scored his first NHL goal off an assist 
by Entwistle, which represented the first point of his career. Patrick Kane 
skipped the puck past Nino Niederreiter to a streaking Entwistle, whose 
shot bounced off Mrázek’s pad back to Hardman. Hardman roofed it 
through Brady Skjei’s legs to the back side. 

The Hurricanes pushed back in the second period. Niederreiter tapped in 
Morgan Geekie’s back-door pass. Then Hawks defenseman Nikita 
Zadorov tried to block Andrei Svechnikov’s shot from the high slot but 
inadvertently deflected it into the net. 

Third-period goals by Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen gave the 
Hurricanes a two-goal lead before DeBrincat’s long-range blast off 
Kane’s backhanded drop pass made it 4-3. The Hawks pulled Delia for 
an extra attacker on a late power play, but Martin Nečas put in a short-
handed empty-netter. Niederreiter added another empty-net goal a 
minute later. 

Delia stopped 22 of 26 shots, including seven saves on the penalty kill. 
Mrázek saved 27 of 30. 

“We want more,” Hawks defenseman Riley Stillman said. “We wanted to 
make the playoffs. Now with things out of reach, we’re building for next 
year. We want to win, do a lot of good things. ... We’re just going to 
regroup, get ready for Thursday.” 
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After a long layoff, Collin Delia gets a bit of redemption for the Chicago 
Blackhawks — and another shot at starting in goal 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

 

Collin Delia admitted it has been a “long, long road” while relegated to 
the bench for the last 3½ months. 

The Chicago Blackhawks goalie got his first start since January on 
Tuesday night after performing well in relief Monday. 

“For him it’s just doing what he can with his opportunity now,” coach 
Jeremy Colliton said before Tuesday’s game against the Carolina 
Hurricanes. “Can’t control what happened before. Thought he did very 
well last game, going back in today. 

“As a player that’s all you can do. Put your best foot forward and then 
you let the chips fall.” 

Delia was already slated to start Tuesday’s game, which is the back end 
of a back-to-back. 

On Monday, the Hurricanes chased Malcolm Subban with four goals 
through the first period and a half, though the Hawks’ defensive 
breakdowns left him exposed. Delia finished the second period with six 
saves, including three on consecutive shots. 

He stopped all 19 he faced. 

“Feels nice, but we still didn’t win the game,” Delia said of the 5-2 loss. 
“That’s the ultimate goal. We failed in that regard, but it definitely did feel 
good.” 

It was the first time he had seen the ice since two starts for the Hawks on 
Jan. 15 and 17, when he allowed five goals apiece to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning and Florida Panthers. 
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Blackhawks goalie Collin Delia watches the puck against the Hurricanes 
during the second period on May 3, 2021. 

The season was originally set up to be a three-man audition at goalie, but 
Kevin Lankinen surprised everyone with his steadiness in the net and 
Subban had some standout moments too. Delia, who entered the season 
with the most experience with the Hawks, became the odd man out. 

President of hockey operations Stan Bowman said in March: “I don’t think 
it means anything in particular about Collin. We all saw how it played out. 
It wasn’t like this was preordained. He had the opportunity, and Kevin did 
great more so than Collin did anything wrong.” 

Monday’s performance improved Delia’s save percentage to .891 and his 
goals-against average to 4.03. 

“He was good,” Colliton said. “Our plan was to get him in soon here ... he 
did an excellent job for us. He’s worked hard and probably helped that he 
knew he was going to play soon.” 

Delia played four games for the Rockford IceHogs in late February and 
early March, but he had to wait 15 weeks for his next shot with the 
Hawks. He said Lankinen and Subban carried the team during that 
stretch, and he tried his best to be their cheerleader. 

“It’s been challenging, but you’ve got to be thankful for the opportunity to 
even be in this situation to begin with,” Delia said. 

He said he worked on puck tracking and movement with goalie coach 
Jimmy Waite, and that showed up against the Hurricanes. One of the 
best examples came during a third-period power play, when Sebastian 
Aho and Martin Nečas broke out on a 2-on-1 short-handed rush. Delia 
slid over to block Aho’s slapper. 

“Just following the puck the best I can with my eyes,” Delia said. 
“Especially when you don’t get into a lot of practice action, you’ve got to 
make sure your habits are really crisp. That’s one thing I really focused 
on with Jimmy as well as good foundational skating elements. Just 
tracking the puck best I can. That helped me tonight.” 

Colliton said a “weird year” for league rules and restrictions under 
COVID-19 also affected how much work Delia could get, but the goalie 
persevered. 

“When you’re the third guy, you don’t get as many reps with the big 
team,” Colliton said. “And to be honest, in the second half there hasn’t 
been much reps for anyone. It’s hard to get yourself game-ready, but 
Jimmy has been spending a lot of time with him, as he’s done all year. … 
Collin’s put a lot of work in, and hopefully he can build on this.” 

Lankinen’s strong start gave way to some uneven performances down 
the stretch. In his last five starts — in which the Hawks lost four in 
regulation and one in overtime — Lankinen gave up 20 goals and 
compiled an .858 save percentage. 

But Colliton considers the workload Lankinen has taken on (36 starts) as 
a rookie during a condensed season. 

“If he came in for the season and told him he’d get this many starts and 
play at a high level, he’d be excited about it,” Colliton said. “To his credit, 
the work ethic’s been excellent and he’s going to continue working at his 
game.” 
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Blackhawks crumble against Hurricanes after Collin Delia finally earns a 
start 

Delia stopped 22 of 26 shots in his first start since Jan. 17, but he was far 
from the biggest reason the Hawks’ blew a two-goal lead in a 6-3 defeat 
Tuesday. 

 

By Ben Pope May 4, 2021, 9:30pm CDT 

 

Collin Delia spent more than three months as little more than a well-paid 
cheerleader. 

Delia fell behind Kevin Lankinen and Malcolm Subban in coach Jeremy 
Colliton’s goaltending rotation early on and was given no opportunities to 
reestablish himself as long as the team remained in contention. 

“They’ve done an excellent job, so [I’m] just trying to be a cheerleader for 
them, support them the best I can, talk about things I’m seeing in their 
game, be another observer and give constructive criticism,” Delia said 
Monday. “If that’s my role up to this point, so be it. But I love to play, I 
love to compete.” 

Finally this week, with the Blackhawks eliminated from the playoff race, 
Delia saw the ice again. The 26-year-old Californian stopped all 19 shots 
he faced in relief Monday, then made a planned start Tuesday and 
stopped 22 of 26 shots in a 6-3 loss — inflated by two empty-netters — 
against the Hurricanes in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

It was his first NHL start since Jan. 17 and his first start at any -level 
since an AHL rehab appearance March 7. 

“He was strong for us,” Colliton said. “He made some big saves. Not 
much to complain about there.” 

Alex DeBrincat scored twice to extend his goal streak to four games and 
move into a tie for fourth in the NHL with 28 goals this season. Mike 
Hardman also scored his first NHL goal as the Hawks claimed a 2-0 first-
intermission lead. 

But those were the only bright spots for the Hawks, who have lost six 
games in a row with just three left in the season. Four consecutive goals 
by the Canes flipped that lead into a deficit the visitors could not 
overcome. 

The Hawks’ defensive positioning and man-marking was suspect again, 
with Nikita Zadorov, Ian Mitchell and Wyatt Kalynuk getting caught in the 
wrong spots while Canes forwards found plentiful open space to attack. 

“We’re learning some hard lessons, for sure,” Colliton said. 

Even Delia, whose stellar 31 minutes Monday injected some intrigue into 
the late-season doldrums, fell back to earth with an .846 save percentage 
Tuesday — although he was far from the biggest culprit. 

Colliton’s relationship with Delia traces back to the Rockford IceHogs’ 
2017-18 season, and the two of them had several conversations this 
season to stay on the same page. Some of those occurred after Delia 
sought Colliton out, the latter said. 

Why Colliton still went three months without giving Delia a chance, 
especially as Lankinen and Subban struggled in April, might never be 
known. Delia actually entered the season as the presumptive starter, 
having gone 7-5-3 with a serviceable .906 save percentage in his limited 
prior NHL experience, so it’s strange why two mediocre games in mid-
January overrode that narrative for so long. But it’s in the past. 

“It’s hard to get that guy the reps they would want to have and the game 
action you’d want to have, especially with the roster situation,” Colliton 
said. “In the last month or so, he’s clearly done a good job to prepare 
himself.” 

“It has been challenging, but you’ve got to be thankful for the opportunity 
to even be in this situation to begin with,” Delia said. 

Delia has worked with Hawks goalie coach Jimmy Waite — often 
individually before or after the full-team practice, as he was rarely even 
included in those sessions — to improve his visual puck-tracking this 
season. 
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He was caught too deep in his crease at times Monday and Tuesday but 
otherwise looked at least as competent as his competitors have lately 
behind this leaky defense. 
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Blackhawks’ Adam Gaudette anticipates big offseason after overcoming 
candidiasis 

The 6-1, 170-pound forward finally should be able to bulk up this summer 
now that his digestive disorder, which had affected his appetite for years, 
has been treated. 

 

By Ben Pope May 4, 2021, 6:30am CDT 

 

Blackhawks forward Adam Gaudette has spent his entire NHL career 
below his desired weight. 

But Gaudette finally expects to be able to bulk up his 6-1, 170-pound 
body this offseason. 

Why? After years of struggling with a lack of appetite, involuntary 
vomiting and nausea and searching fruitlessly for a cause, Gaudette 
finally was diagnosed last fall with candidiasis, a condition in which 
Candida — a type of yeast that naturally lives in the human body — 
grows out of control in the digestive system. 

‘‘I would get sick in the mornings,’’ Gaudette said last week. ‘‘I would 
throw up all the time. I couldn’t eat; I wasn’t hungry. After a game, I’d 
have a protein shake and wouldn’t be able to eat for hours after. I just 
wasn’t getting the nutrients and the food in me.’’ 

Gaudette, 24, had two blood tests done last year in Vancouver, where he 
spent the first four seasons of his NHL career with the Canucks. He sent 
the results to his nutritionist from his high school days in Massachusetts, 
and she noticed his Candida levels were ‘‘way over the limits.’’ 

That discovery jump-started the process. Working with doctors and 
nutritionists in Massachusetts and Vancouver, Gaudette twice went on 
medicine to clear up the initial overgrowth and changed his diet to 
prevent it from happening again. 

Studies show Candida thrives on sugar and starch, so Gaudette cut out 
most processed foods, sodas, energy drinks and other high-sugar items 
and switched to a vegetable-heavy diet. He also takes probiotics and 
vitamins daily. 

‘‘I still add in red meat every now and then, but it’s mostly chicken, fish, 
nuts, seeds, beans and all the vegetables,’’ he said. 

Gaudette was starting to make significant progress healthwise when he 
was stricken with a severe case of COVID-19 this spring. Last week, he 
pushed back vehemently against rumors that he started the Canucks’ 
massive outbreak, saying: ‘‘A lot of disrespectful things that were said 
about me and my wife were just not true.’’ 

Traded to the Hawks as soon as he recovered, Gaudette had four points 
in his first three games entering Monday, inspiring memories of his 2018 
Hobey Baker-winning season at Northeastern. 

Gaudette was the most dominant player in college hockey that year, 
racking up 60 points in 38 games. He returned to that level of offensive 
confidence with the Canucks last season, with 33 points in 59 games, but 
never clicked this season (seven points in 33 games) in a fourth-line role. 

Conversely, Hawks coach Jeremy Colliton has unleashed Gaudette 
alongside Dylan Strome and Dominik Kubalik. 

‘‘He’s been very committed to the work ethic and just getting himself 
prepared, knowing [there are] no guarantees as far as his playing time,’’ 
Colliton said. ‘‘He has done a good job with the opportunity he’s 
received.’’ 

‘‘It’s a great fit for me here,’’ Gaudette said. ‘‘They’re allowing me to play 
with my confidence and my style of game . . . where I have that extra 
jump and more poise with the puck.’’ 

Gaudette will be a restricted free agent this summer, so his future with 
the Hawks is uncertain. He might be an appealing option for the Kraken 
in the expansion draft. 

But if he re-signs with the Hawks, he expects a bigger, stronger version 
of himself to arrive at the United Center next season. 

‘‘Even this season, I was able to put on 10-plus pounds . . . just because 
my diet was better, my eating was better,’’ he said. ‘‘So this offseason I’m 
expecting to be a big one for me. Also, it’s going to be easier mentally 
and physically. This whole problem, [when] I couldn’t figure out what was 
going on, was a big mental battle. 

‘‘Things are just going to come easier for me this offseason. [I’ll] be able 
to put weight on and keep it on.’’ 
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Hurricanes face the Blackhawks, seek 6th straight win 

                                                                                                                                                    

By Associated Press 

 

Chicago Blackhawks (22-25-6, sixth in the Central Division) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (36-10-7, first in the Central Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -304, Blackhawks +240 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina is looking to keep its five-game win streak intact 
when the Hurricanes take on Chicago. 

The Hurricanes are 36-10-7 against Central Division opponents. Carolina 
is 10th in the NHL averaging 3.3 goals per game, led by Sebastian Aho 
with 24. 

The Blackhawks are 22-25-6 against the rest of their division. Chicago 
has given up 34 power-play goals, killing 76.9% of opponent 
opportunities. 

The teams square off for the second game in a row. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Aho leads the Hurricanes with 33 assists and has 
57 points this season. Andrei Svechnikov has three goals and eight 
assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

Patrick Kane leads the Blackhawks with 64 points, scoring 15 goals and 
adding 49 assists. Alex DeBrincat has seven goals over the last 10 
games for Chicago. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-0-3, averaging 3.7 goals, 6.3 assists, 
3.7 penalties and 8.3 penalty minutes while giving up 2.2 goals per game 
with a .924 save percentage. 

Blackhawks: 2-7-1, averaging 2.9 goals, 4.8 assists, 3.3 penalties and 
8.4 penalty minutes while allowing 3.9 goals per game with an .881 save 
percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: day to day (lower body). 

Blackhawks: Kirby Dach: day to day (upper body), Adam Boqvist: out for 
season (wrist), Calvin de Haan: day to day (hip). 
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Svechnikov helps Hurricanes rally past Blackhawks 6-3 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

By AARON BEARD 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Carolina's top line is rolling now with Teuvo 
Teravainen back from a lengthy absence. 

It's a key reason why the Hurricanes are surging toward the postseason 
in pursuit of the Presidents' Trophy. 

Andrei Svechnikov ended an eight-game goal drought by scoring twice in 
Carolina's 6-3 win against the Chicago Blackhawks on Tuesday night, 
keeping the Hurricanes in control of the race for home-ice advantage 
throughout the playoffs. 

Svechnikov also had an assist on Teravainen's third-period goal for the 
Hurricanes, who rallied from a 2-0 deficit. Teravainen also had a three-
point game, assisting on both of Svechnikov's goals. The line's third 
member, Sebastian Aho, followed his hat trick in Monday's win against 
the Blackhawks with a pair of third-period assists to push his point streak 
to nine games. 

It's a reminder of just how good Carolina's top line can be now that 
Teravainen is back after missing 32 of 33 because of a concussion. 

'They're not the biggest, not the most physical line," said Carolina 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin, who had two assists. 'œBut their hockey 
sense is through the roof and obviously their skill is with the best of 
them.'  

Nino Niederreiter scored twice and joined Martin Necas with an empty-
net goal to clinch this one, while Petr Mrazek finished with 27 saves in his 
first appearance in nearly two weeks after suffering a lower-body injury. 

Carolina won its fifth straight game and claimed at least a point for the 
12th straight outing. 

'œIt wasn't a great game tonight,'  coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 'œWe 
got by with a lot of good efforts. The talent we have on the team kind of 
won us this game, but it wasn't pretty.'  

Alex DeBrincat scored twice for the Blackhawks, who were eliminated 
from the playoff race with Monday's 5-2 loss here. This was Chicago's 
sixth straight loss. 

The Blackhawks jumped to a 2-0 first-period lead when DeBrincat got 
loose on a short-handed breakaway, followed by the first NHL goal for 
Mike Hardman. 

That lead wouldn't hold, as Niederreiter and Svechnikov each scored in 
the second period - followed by the Hurricanes rolling to four third-period 
goals. Necas' goal proved critical to closing this one out, as he scored 
from nearly center ice only seconds after the Blackhawks had pulled 
Collin Delia on a late power play facing a 4-3 deficit. 

'œWe're learning some hard lessons for sure," Blackhawks coach 
Jeremy Colliton said. 'œWe want to win hockey games. We want to find 
60 minutes of consistency, and that's where we're at.'  

TERAVAINEN'S IMPACT 

Teravainen has scored in three of five games since his return. 

'œWe have a couple of more games for sure and these are good games 
for me to get in my game and get my feel for the puck and that kind of 
stuff,'  Teravainen said. 

Svechnikov, who scored on a wrister from near the blue line and then a 
forehand-backhand move on a breakaway, scored for the first time since 
April 19 at Tampa Bay. 

'œI think what's helped is: 86 coming back clearly makes that whole line 
go,'  Brind'Amour said. 

STANDINGS WATCH 

Carolina entered Tuesday with 77 points, two more than fellow Central 
Division team Florida for the NHL's best record. Vegas was third with 74 
points after losing Monday at Minnesota. 

Carolina was the only one of those teams in action Tuesday night on a 
light five-game league slate. 

DELIA'S PLAY 

Delia didn't allow a goal in 19 shots after taking over for Malcolm Subban 
down 4-0 midway through the second period of Monday's loss. It had 
been only his third appearance all season and first since Jan. 17, which 
came after Colliton said the team had planned to give Delia some late-
season work. 

He got the start Tuesday and denied the Hurricanes for another period 
before Niederreiter finally broke through with a put-away near the top of 
the crease off Morgan Geekie's feed - which began with Geekie's 
botched attempt at mimicking Svechnikov's lacrosse-style goal from 
behind the net - at 4:32 of the second period. 

Delia finished with 22 saves. 

'œNot much to complain about there,'  Colliton said. 'œI thought he was 
good.'  

UP NEXT 

The teams take a day off before closing their three-game set Thursday in 
the Hurricanes' final home game. 
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Blackhawks' Colliton likes Delia's effort in loss to Hurricanes 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   

John Dietz 

 

Collin Delia has always exuded an aura of California Cool. 

He's laid back, relaxed, contemplative and downright polite. 

But it hardly means he's not competitive. And extremely competitive, at 
that. 

"I love to play, I love to compete and I'm super grateful for this 
opportunity," Delia said after making 19 saves while relieving Malcolm 
Subban in the Blackhawks' 5-2 loss at Carolina on Monday. 

Less than 24 hours later, the Rancho Cucamonga, California, native 
made his first NHL start since Jan. 17 and stopped 22 shots during the 
Hawks' 6-3 loss at Carolina. 

"He was strong for us," said coach Jeremy Colliton, whose team has lost 
six straight. "Made some big saves, so not much to complain about there. 
I thought he was good." 

Delia wasn't tested much early on, but he made an impressive stop of a 
Teuvo Teravainen one-timer with 7½ minutes remaining in the second 
period. It was a huge stop during an 86-second two-man advantage for 
the Hurricanes, but Carolina would tie things at 2-2 when Andrei 
Svechnikov scored from long distance at 15:56. The shot deflected off 
Nikita Zadorov's stick and evaded a screened Delia. 
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Svechnikov scored again early in the third period on a breakaway, and 
Teravainen made it 4-2 just three minutes later after he was allowed to 
sneak into the slot uncontested. 

Alex DeBrincat (27, 28) scored a pair of goals for the Hawks, and Mike 
Hardman (1) notched the first NHL goal of his career. 

"A season in exile" might be a good headline for Delia during an odd 
campaign in which all teams must carry three goaltenders. With Kevin 
Lankinen and Malcolm Subban doing an adequate job, Delia -- who must 
clear waivers to be assigned to the AHL -- saw precious little playing 
time. 

"(I was) seeing how things were going, and also he has searched me out 
a couple times," Colliton said. "It's a hard situation. It's a weird year, 
where every team is carrying an extra guy. ... No one wants to lose their 
third goalie to waivers. 

"Tough situation for him, but in the last month or so he's clearly done a 
really good job to prepare himself for this opportunity. He's played well in 
the chances he's gotten so far." 

It's just another frustrating chapter for the 26-year-old, whose first 
experience between the pipes came while playing roller hockey at age 5. 

His odyssey included time at Merrimack College in North Andover, 
Massachusetts; a short, difficult stint with the ECHL's Indy Fuel; and a 
successful run in Rockford where he helped lead the IceHogs on a deep 
playoff run in 2018. 

After making 16 appearances for the Hawks in 2018-19, it appeared 
Delia would back up Corey Crawford last season. That is until GM Stan 
Bowman had Robin Lehner fall into his lap. 

The Lehner signing sent Delia back to Rockford, where he went 16-13-1 
with a .912 save percentage and 2.66 goals-against average. 

As last season's training camp was ending, I asked Delia if a lot of 
playing time in the minors might be better than getting spot duty in the 
NHL. His response: Maybe, maybe not. 

"Everybody talks about if you are (an NHL) backup, 'Oh, you're not 
getting your reps,'" Delia said. "But are we talking about just because 
you're playing games you're getting better? I don't think so. 

"It's all about how you prepare. If you're crap for half of those 20 games, 
what's the point? But if you can play 20 really good games as a backup, 
that's something to build upon." 

Which brings us to this season, where not only has Delia played just 
eight times (4 NHL, 4 AHL), but he's also barely getting any good reps. 
The only thing Delia can do is to continue working with goaltending coach 
Jimmy Waite before and after practices. 

"It's definitely been a long road for me, but my focus is just trying to help 
the team win the best I can," Delia said. "If that's playing or if that's 
playing in a supportive role, so be it. Whatever I'm called to do I'm just 
going to try to be ready regardless." 

Roster notes: 

Kirby Dach was held out of Tuesday's game with right wrist scar tissue 
aggravation. MacKenzie Entwhistle took Dach's spot in the lineup. 
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Blackhawks' Kirby Dach sidelined with wrist aggravation 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

Blackhawks center Kirby Dach was held out of the lineup in Tuesday's 6-
3 loss to the Carolina Hurricanes with right wrist scar tissue aggravation, 
the team announced before the game. 

"I don't know exactly what the plan is going to be for the rest of the 
games," head coach Jeremy Colliton said afterwards. "It's not totally 
unexpected to deal with some scar tissue. Just kind of came to a head 
today. We'll see what the next few days bring." 

Dach underwent surgery on Dec. 28 to repair a right wrist fracture he 
sustained at the IIHF World Junior Championship in Edmonton. He was 
originally put on a four-to-five-month timetable, but returned ahead of 
schedule and made his season debut on March 27, which was nearly 
three months later. 

Dach has 10 points (two goals, eight assists) in 18 games this season 
with the Blackhawks. He's averaging 18:34 of ice time, which is a 
significant leap from the 14:16 average during his rookie campaign. 

With three games left after Tuesday and the team officially out of playoff 
contention, it would be wise of the Blackhawks to hold out Dach for the 
remainder of the season and not risk further injury. He's a key building 
block for the future of the franchise. 
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Hawks react to being eliminated from playoff contention 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

After losing their fourth straight game on Saturday against the Florida 
Panthers, reality was starting to set in for the Blackhawks as they 
watched whatever was left of their postseason hopes fade away. 

And on Monday, it became official. 

The Blackhawks have been eliminated from playoff contention for the 
third time in four seasons after falling to the Carolina Hurricanes 5-2 at 
PNC Arena. It was their fifth consecutive loss (0-4-1), which is a new 
season-high. 

"It’s always disappointing when you miss the playoffs," Alex DeBrincat 
said. "It’s what you work for all year. It's not the spot we want to be, no 
matter what expectations [are] going into the year. It’s disappointing." 

The Blackhawks raised eyebrows across the NHL after they got off to a 
13-7-5 start through their first 21 games. Only four other teams had more 
points than Chicago (31) through March 5: Florida (32), Carolina (33), 
Tampa Bay (34) and Toronto (38). 

Since that point, the Blackhawks are 9-17-1 and have racked up only 19 
points, which is tied with Columbus and Vancouver for the fewest over 
that stretch. And Vancouver has played in nine fewer games. 

"It’s tough," DeBrincat said. "Obviously not the spot we want to be in with 
four games left. We know we had a good stretch there in the middle of 
the season but you've got to play a full season." 

While they were still in it mathematically, the Blackhawks had a pretty 
good idea over the last few days that they wouldn't be one of the 16 
teams in the postseason this time around. The fact they stayed in the 
hunt for as long as they did is probably a win, given what the outside 
expectations were going into the year. 

"It doesn’t really change the message as far as what we’re trying to do," 
head coach Jeremy Colliton said of being eliminated from playoff 
contention. "We’ve got to get better, we’ve got to keep improving. We 
have a bunch of first- and second-year guys, even third- and fourth-year 
guys, trying to learn as a group how we need to play and have success 
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and be at the top and compete against teams like Carolina. We have to 
use these games as an opportunity to get better." 

Yes, it will be difficult for the Blackhawks to mentally get up for the final 
four games. But they're looking at the big picture at this point. 

"It’s tough, but these next four games, we're still building for something in 
the future, still gotta play hard," DeBrincat. "Obviously, we’re still trying to 
win games, get points and just become a better team." 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 05.05.2021 

1187574 Chicago Blackhawks 

 

20 stats that tell the real story of the Blackhawks’ season 

 

By Mark Lazerus May 4, 2021  

 

There are countless words you can use to describe the Blackhawks’ 
season — unexpectedly interesting, fitfully fun and frustrating, ultimately 
underwhelming — and we’ve used most of them here at The Athletic by 
now. So rather than throw more words at you, here are 20 stats (with, 
yes, words accompanying them for context) that tell the real story of the 
2021 Blackhawks — what went right, what went wrong and what it might 
mean for next season. 

The data is through Sunday’s games and comes from the invaluable 
Evolving-Hockey, Natural Stat Trick, SportLogiq and Hockey Reference. 

1. Through the end of March, Kevin Lankinen was third in the league in 
goals saved above average, at 11.28 (behind only Tampa Bay’s Andrei 
Vasilevskiy and Colorado’s Philipp Grubauer). Since the start of April, 
Lankinen is dead last (71st) in GSAA, at minus-11.57, and goals saved 
above expected, at minus-11.78. 

Goaltending was the Blackhawks’ biggest question entering the season, 
and Lankinen answered it emphatically — for a while, at least. Lankinen 
was an early front-runner for the Calder Trophy and was even getting 
some Vezina talk early on as he posted a .937 save percentage in 
January. Even when the schedule got harder and the Blackhawks began 
to sink a bit, Lankinen was strong, posting a .917 in both February and 
March. But the grind of his first NHL season (and the Blackhawks’ 
defensive woes) clearly caught up to Lankinen in April, when his save 
percentage dropped to a brutal .871. 

“It’s not unexpected with how much he’s played,” coach Jeremy Colliton 
said last week. “He’s had some good efforts here sprinkled in, as well. It’s 
just a tough grind, this league, and a lot of our guys have gone through 
that. We believe in him and we’ve got to help him through it.” 

2. The Blackhawks are last in the league in expected-goals-for 
percentage in five-on-five play, at 44.98 percent. Per 60 minutes, the 
Blackhawks have an xGF of 2.02 and an xGA of 2.47. They’ve actually 
scored 2.15 goals per 60 and have given up 2.76 goals per 60, meaning 
they’re finishing at a slightly higher rate than expected, but they are 
giving up goals at a higher rate, too. 

Despite hanging around the Central Division playoff race for most of the 
year, the Blackhawks have been one of the worst teams in the league by 
most metrics. They’re fourth-worst in Corsi (46.64 percent). For 
comparison’s sake, the best statistical team of the Blackhawks’ Cup 
years was the 2010 squad, which had an xGF percentage of 57.83 and a 
Corsi percentage of 57.99, the latter of which has only been topped since 
by the Colorado Avalanche this season (59.96). 

3. The Blackhawks have given up 11.56 high-danger five-on-five scoring 
chances per 60 minutes, and are last in the league with a high-danger 
goal percentage of just 38.84. Only the Ducks and Jets have given up 
more high-danger chances at five-on-five than the Blackhawks (474), and 
no team has allowed more high-danger goals (74). 

Leaving opposing forwards undefended in the slot and in the goalmouth 
has been an ongoing problem for the Blackhawks, which leads to stats 
like these. 

4. Dylan Strome is the only Blackhawks player with an xGF percentage 
higher than 50 percent (50.35). But the Blackhawks have been outscored 
22-13 at five-on-five with Strome on the ice. As Strome has said multiple 
times this year, after unlikely wins and cruel defeats, that’s just the way 
hockey goes sometimes. 

Strome’s production has dipped dramatically this season, with just eight 
goals and six assists in 37 games as he’s shuffled between center (his 
preferred spot) and wing (where he’d be more valuable to the team) and 
on and off Alex DeBrincat’s line. But Strome continues to be one of the 
Blackhawks’ more effective players. For whatever reason, the 
Blackhawks’ shooting percentage with Strome on the ice is just 5.73. It’s 
lower only when fourth-liners David Kampf and Ryan Carpenter are on 
the ice. 

Meanwhile, the perception is the Blackhawks give up too much 
defensively with Strome on the ice. But this season, he’s dead even in 
high-danger chances. The Blackhawks are both generating and giving up 
11 high-danger chances per 60 minutes with Strome on the ice. Among 
forwards, that’s better than Patrick Kane, DeBrincat, Kirby Dach Vinnie 
Hinostroza, Kampf, Pius Suter, Philipp Kurashev, Brandon Hagel and 
more. 

5. Alex DeBrincat has more than doubled his shooting percentage this 
season, from 8.7 to 17.7. 

Nobody is maximizing his chances like DeBrincat, who’s proving that last 
season’s bizarre, snakebitten campaign was an aberration. Yes, he’s 
becoming a dynamic two-way player who’s even getting major penalty-kill 
minutes. But DeBrincat is first and foremost a sniper. And when you can 
finish like he can, you can really outperform the metrics. 

The Blackhawks are scoring 3.18 goals per 60 minutes of five-on-five 
play with DeBrincat on the ice. Only Adam Gaudette (6.17!) and Vinnie 
Hinostroza (3.2) can top that, and those are obviously much smaller 
samples. DeBrincat’s xGF is 44.07, but his actual GF is 55.07 percent, 
best on the team. The Blackhawks have outscored opponents 38-31 with 
DeBrincat on the ice. Using Evolving-Hockey’s model, his 9.1 GAR 
(goals above replacement) is the best on the team, as is his 1.6 WAR 
(wins above replacement). 

6. DeBrincat leads the Blackhawks with 18 minor penalties drawn. He’s 
taken only six minors. That plus-12 differential is 10th in the league. 

Speedy players tend to draw the most penalties, as defenders flail their 
sticks at them as they fly by. It’s no surprise that Connor McDavid leads 
the league with 27 penalties drawn. But DeBrincat’s ability to find open 
space on the ice also leaves opponents reaching and clutching and 
grabbing at him. Then DeBrincat, with his power-play shooting 
percentage of 25.0, can make them pay. 

Duncan Keith. (Kamil Krzaczynski / USA Today) 

7. Duncan Keith leads the Blackhawks in ice time at 23:44 per game. 

For the first few weeks of the season, Connor Murphy looked like he 
might eclipse the workhorse Keith as the team’s top minutes-eater. But 
Keith continues to be Chicago’s workhorse. This is Keith’s 16th NHL 
season, and he will lead the Blackhawks in ice time for the 16th time. 

Since the NHL started tracking ice time in 1997, Keith has eight of the 
Blackhawks’ top 10 seasons in minutes played (Chris Chelios is third and 
ninth on the list). 

8. Keith has by far the most giveaways on the team with 60. In fact, his 
two worst seasons in that category are this season and last season, as 
he’s averaged a hair under three giveaways per 60 minutes in each 
season. His previous worst was 2.32 per 60, in 2018-19. 

9. Barring a big closing barrage, Kane’s streak of 20-goal seasons to 
open his career is going to end at a remarkable 13. If this were a full 
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season, he’d surely have made it 14. But despite being in the top five in 
the scoring race with 62 points, Kane is having the worst shooting 
season of his career with an 8.57 shooting percentage, far below his 
career average of 11.9, and his career high of 16.7, set in the lockout-
shortened 2013 campaign. 

10. Kane has played regularly with six centers this season, which is a lot 
even by his standards. He’s played the most with Suter (more than 444 
minutes) but saw at least 57 five-on-five minutes with Philipp Kurashev, 
Kampf, Dach, Strome and Carl Soderberg, too. 

11. Despite the shortened season, Kane is having one of his best 
playmaking seasons. His mark of 1.64 primary assists per 60 minutes is 
his best ever. Through 51 games, he has 31 primary assists, his seventh-
best total in any season of any length. If he has just three more in the 
final five games, it can become the third-best total of his career. 

12. Kane and DeBrincat have played together more than any two other 
Blackhawks skaters, including defensemen, by nearly 100 minutes. The 
Blackhawks have outscored opponents 28-25 at five-on-five with them on 
the ice together, despite an xGF of 41.93 percent and despite giving up 
120 high-danger chances against (compared with just 66 high-danger 
chances for). Again, elite finishers tend to outperform the underlying 
metrics. 

13. Colliton has been riding Kane hard this season, for obvious reasons. 
Kane’s average ice time of 22:16 is the second highest of his career, 
behind only the 2018-19 season, when he averaged 22:29. During his 
MVP season in 2015-16, Kane averaged a more modest 20:25. 

14. Nikita Zadorov is sixth in the league with 169 hits. 

The Blackhawks haven’t had a player in the top 50 in that category since 
Bryan Bickell was 29th in 2014-15 with 205. Debate the merits of the stat 
all you want, but Zadorov certainly brought the physicality the 
Blackhawks wanted, and lacked. 

15. Murphy leads the league in getting hit, with 137. No other 
Blackhawks player has been hit more than 100 times. Murphy is second 
on the team with a plus-9 penalty differential, so he’s at least being 
“rewarded” for it. 

16. The Blackhawks are seventh in the league in even-strength shot 
attempts from the slot off the rush, at 6.92 per game. The Blackhawks 
have been inconsistent with their zone entries all season, and they don’t 
sustain shifts well (they’re 30th in the league in shot attempts from the 
slot off the cycle), so most of their offense comes in transition. That’s a 
big reason they struggled so much against Nashville this season, as the 
Predators are excellent at gumming up the neutral zone and stifling 
transition opportunities. 

17. A quick goaltending tidbit from SportLoqiq: The Blackhawks’ 
goaltenders are third worst in the league in terms of rebound control, as 
just 32.7 percent of opposing shots at even strength have had no 
rebound. But the Blackhawks are the best team in the league at giving 
their goalies clear looks at the puck — only 13.2 percent of opponents’ 
even-strength shots were screened. 

18. Dominik Kubalik is averaging 1.31 goals per 60 minutes. That’s a 
drop from his 1.84/60 during his rookie season (his shooting percentage 
dropped from a spectacular 19.11 to a solid 11.81), but it’s still very good, 
behind only DeBrincat’s 1.55. In fact, 1.31 ties him with Colorado’s 
Nathan MacKinnon and is just barely ahead of Edmonton’s Leon 
Draisaitl. 

In other words, Kubalik’s rookie season was no fluke. 

19. With so many young defensemen in and out of the lineup — and with 
Colliton going to seven defensemen six times — Natural Stat Trick 
logged a whopping 28 defensive pairings this season (not counting the 
21 other combinations that found themselves on the ice together for 
fewer than 10 minutes all season). 

Murphy and Zadorov got by far the most time together, more than 419 
minutes. Next up was Keith-Ian Mitchell, Keith-Adam Boqvist, Keith-

Murphy, Calvin de Haan-Murphy, de Haan-Boqvist, Zadorov-Nicolas 
Beaudin and de Haan-Mitchell. Those eight pairings are the only ones 
that got at least 100 minutes together at five-on-five. 

Murphy-Zadorov has had the most success, too, as the Blackhawks have 
outscored opponents 15-9 with them on the ice. Of the eight pairings that 
got at least 100 minutes together, only de Haan and Murphy has had an 
xGF percent above water, at 53.44 percent. 

20. The Blackhawks promised this would be a year of development and a 
year of giving young players a chance, and they largely kept that 
promise. In just 51 games, 36 players dressed, with 35 playing multiple 
games. Last season, in 70 games, just 30 players played in multiple 
games. And in the last shortened season, 2013, just 27 were able to 
crack a veteran-laden lineup. Eight players made their NHL debuts this 
season, with five of them — Mitchell, Suter, Kurashev, Kalynuk and 
Lankinen — establishing themselves as NHL players. 

Who’ll be back and who might get added to that list next season? Stay 
tuned. With this strange, often surprising and ultimately middling season 
almost over, a most intriguing offseason awaits. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: We asked all 31 NHL head coaches who they think 
should win the Norris Trophy 

 

By Pierre LeBrun  

May 5, 2021 

 

There are few people in the game who have a better vantage point of 
judging top defencemen than the guys whose jobs it is to plan around 
them. 

And this is a compelling season for the Norris Trophy for many reasons. 

Officially, it is up to selected members of the Professional Hockey 
Writers’ Association to vote for the Norris Trophy, and once again this 
year I have the privilege of being one of them. 

I haven’t made up my mind yet, as I like to wait until the regular season is 
completely over before filling out my ballot. 

Part of my process as the regular season wraps up is that aside from 
sifting through all the data and numbers, I reach out to coaches, scouts, 
players and executives to get their sense of player performances around 
the league as I set out to vote on the Hart, Norris, Calder and Selke 
awards. 

But I went another level with the Norris, deciding to poll all 31 NHL head 
coaches for their top three votes on the top defenceman this season and 
all 31 got back to me. 

Many of the coaches pointed out how difficult it was to get the best read 
possible on it given that they coached only within their division this year. 

No kidding, it’s a challenge we have as PHWA voters in this unique 
season, players facing off only within their respective groupings. 

This is exactly why I thought there would be merit in polling the league’s 
head coaches regardless of their partial scope this year. And 
interestingly, many of them voted for guys who weren’t in their own 
division. There was a real nice cross-section to it. 

But in the end, it wasn’t close. 

Victor Hedman, largely viewed as the best defenceman in the game, ran 
away with 22 first-place votes among the 31 head coaches. 

“It starts and ends with Hedman for me,’’ texted one head coach. “He 
dominates all over the ice.’’ 
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“Best two-way defenseman,’’ said another head coach. 

Added another head coach: “Down year but still the best in the league.’’ 

This tells you how many of the NHL’s head coaches view Hedman, that 
he can still win the Norris even if it wasn’t his purest, best season due to 
a “lull’’ last month, that the separation is that significant between him and 
the rest anyway in the eyes of the coaches. 

The full poll results, giving three points for a first-place vote, two points 
for a second-place vote and one point for third. 

That Adam Fox plays for a Rangers team that isn’t playoff bound hurts 
him to some degree. That sentiment, I suspect, will also play itself out on 
some PHWA ballots. 

But that Fox found himself on 21 of the 31 ballots, in one form or another, 
still speaks to what he’s accomplished this season and in garnering the 
attention of rival head coaches around the NHL. 

“His stats tell a good story carrying a bad defense on average/below 
average team,’’ said one head coach. 

“Great PP quarterback, dynamic offensively,’’ texted another head coach. 

Even a head coach who didn’t have Fox on his ballot because he hasn’t 
seen him play much wanted to mention him anyway. 

“Fox’s numbers are unreal, he is really good, I just haven’t seen him 
enough,’’ he said. 

Cale Makar and Shea Theodore were multiple entries on the coaches’ 
ballots. Not surprising for Makar, who will no doubt win a Norris one day. 

To one head coach, it’s Hedman and Makar and then everyone else. 

“Both Hedman and Makar can change a game on their own,’’ said the 
coach. 

While I knew Theodore was having an outstanding season, to see it 
reflected with two first-place votes and finding 13 ballots overall speaks 
to how the Golden Knights blueliner is viewed by NHL head coaches. 

“Shea never, ever makes a mistake,’’ texted one head coach. 

Darnell Nurse and John Carlson each found themselves on four ballots, a 
step down for Carlson after last season even if he’s still among the best. 
For Nurse, it’s a step into a conversation he hasn’t been part of before. 
And well-deserved for the Oilers blueliner. 
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The Athletic / NHL stormtrooper awards: Who are the league’s worst 
shooters? 

 

By Harman Dayal  

May 4, 2021  

 

In the “Star War” film series, stormtroopers are the fictional space 
marines of the Galactic Empire. They became notorious over the years 
for their subpar blaster aim, which constantly allowed the heroes of the 
stories to escape them unharmed. It’s gotten to the point that Star Wars 
itself pokes fun at the overall poor shooting ability. 

Since May 4 is unofficially Star Wars Day — “May the Fourth be with 
you,” being the tagline — The Athletic decided to honor the series by 
presenting awards for the NHL’s own version of stormtroopers: the worst-
shooting players and teams in the league. 

This is a deep, fun exercise because while identifying the league’s worst 
shooters sounds like a fairly straightforward task, there are actually 
several ways to look at it. Finishing/efficiency — measuring how good 

you are at burying the chances you get — is the component most closely 
associated with shooting ability, but there are other factors as well. 

Whether the sport is hockey, basketball or soccer, the basic formula 
behind scoring is the same. Goal-scoring is ultimately driven by volume 
(can you create a high number of quality shooting opportunities?) and 
efficiency (can you bury those chances?). On the side, you might 
consider shot selection (are you a smart shooter who takes high-
percentage shots, or are you shooting from everywhere which presents 
an opportunity cost for your teammates?). 

Let’s dig into some numbers to objectively measure which NHL players 
and teams stand out as some of the worst performers in various aspects 
of shooting. 

Who are the worst finishers in the NHL? 

The best finishers in the league can beat goalies from distances and 
angles that other NHLers simply can’t. Conversely, the worst will struggle 
with even Grade-A chances. 

How do we analyze this skill in an objective way? To establish how much 
better or worse each shooter is, we need to start by establishing a 
baseline for average shooting ability. For this, we can lean on expected 
goal models. 

Expected goal models run through hundreds of thousands of past shots 
as a reference point and then assign a value to every shot based on its 
distance from the net, angle, whether it came off the rush or a rebound 
and much more. 

To put it simply: Expected goal models assign a statistical probability for 
how likely any given shot attempt is to become a goal. A shot from the 
left point, for example, might hypothetically be worth 0.03 expected goals 
(three percent chance of going in) while a shot from the inner slot might 
be assigned 0.20 expected goals (20 percent chance of going in). 

Expected goal values are assigned based on the assumption of average 
finishing. These models and values obviously aren’t perfect but they 
create a reasonable baseline for us to compare shooting efficiency 
among players. 

For example, if a player has been in the league for five seasons and has 
scored 100 goals compared to 85 expected goals (outperforming what’s 
“expected”), then he’s likely a strong finisher. On the other hand, if a 
player in the same scenario has scored 85 goals compared to 100 
expected goals, then he’s likely a poor finisher. 

To prove that this method passes the sniff test, here are the forwards 
who have outperformed their expected goal output by the largest margin 
since 2018-19, per Natural Stat Trick: 

Which Players Outperform xGoals For? 

PLAYER   GOALS   EXPECTED GOALS   GOALS SCORED 
ABOVE EXPECTED   

David Pastrnak 

105 

60.0 

45.0 

Auston Matthews 

122 

77.8 

44.2 

Leon Draisaitl 

117 

72.8 

44.2 

Alex Ovechkin 
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123 

81.4 

41.6 

Steven Stamkos 

91 

50.0 

41.0 

It’s clear that, with a large sample, contrasting actual goals scored to 
expected goals can be a fairly reasonable proxy for finishing ability. To 
find our stormtroopers, let’s now do the opposite — find which players 
have underperformed their expected goal output by the largest margin: 

Which Players Underperform xGoals For? 

PLAYER   GOALS   XG   GOALS SCORED ABOVE EXPECTED   

Brady Tkachuk 

59 

77.87 

-18.9 

Tobias Rieder 

9 

22.62 

-13.6 

Wayne Simmonds 

32 

44.79 

-12.8 

Ryan Carpenter 

12 

23.98 

-12.0 

Rickard Rakell 

41 

52.95 

-12.0 

Patric Hornqvist 

49 

60.08 

-11.1 

David Kampf 

13 

23.64 

-10.6 

Jordan Martinook 

21 

31.31 

-10.3 

Andrew Cogliano 

14 

24.08 

-10.1 

Max Jones 

16 

25.42 

-9.4 

Brady Tkachuk (Marc DesRosiers / USA Today) 

There’s a fair share of bottom-six grinders in the mix, but the largest 
underperformer is actually Brady Tkachuk. 

Tkachuk is the perfect case study for why finishing ability isn’t everything 
with goal-scoring. He’s not great at converting but remains a top scorer 
and excellent all-around player because he’s an elite scoring-chance 
generator. The absurd number of inner-slot chances he creates for 
himself (third in expected goals behind only Alex Ovechkin and John 
Tavares) makes his inefficient finishing largely irrelevant. 

The fact that this is sorted by the sum difference between actual and 
expected goals also makes Tkachuk look like a worse finisher than he 
actually is, as the actual worst finishers likely won’t have generated a 
sufficient number of chances to have a large spread between expected 
and actual goal output. We’ll have a way to account for this, though, so 
stay tuned. 

We can walk through the same exercise at the team level. Which clubs 
are unable to finish their chances, according to Natural Stat Trick? 

Which Teams Underperform xGoals For? 

TEAM   GOALS   EXPECTED GOALS   GOALS ABOVE 
EXPECTED   

Detroit Red Wings 

116 

121.0 

-5.0 

Anaheim Ducks 

116 

120.7 

-4.7 

San Jose Sharks 

137 

141.0 

-4.0 

Buffalo Sabres 

127 

126.4 

0.6 

Calgary Flames 

131 

129.8 

1.3 

No major surprises here, as we find non-playoff teams that lack game-
breaking, superstar talent. 

As I mentioned in the player section, while the sum difference between 
goals and xG is a great starting point, it can lack context. For a more 
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comprehensive measure of conversion ability, I like to lean on 
MoneyPuck’s calculation, which applies a similar expected goals model 
and Bayesian statistics on a player’s entire career profile. 

This is going to be arguably the best tool we can use from public data to 
measure who the “worst” shooters are from an efficiency standpoint. 
Here is the top 25: 

25 Worst Shooters According to MoneyPuck 

PLAYER   PREDICTED SHOOTING TALENT   

Joakim Nordstrom 

-32.3% 

Curtis Lazar 

-29.9% 

David Kampf 

-28.6% 

Jordan Martinook 

-27.2% 

Ilya Mikheyev 

-26.3% 

Ryan Carpenter 

-26.0% 

Max Jones 

-24.5% 

Dominik Simon 

-21.2% 

Lucas Wallmark 

-20.2% 

Nate Thompson 

-20.2% 

William Carrier 

-19.9% 

Sean Kuraly 

-19.4% 

Jay Beagle 

-19.0% 

Kyle Clifford 

-18.4% 

Chris Wagner 

-18.2% 

Jujhar Khaira 

-18.1% 

Luke Glendening 

-17.8% 

Nick Cousins 

-17.3% 

Vinnie Hinostroza 

-16.0% 

Riley Nash 

-15.9% 

Phillip Danault 

-15.7% 

Leo Komarov 

-15.3% 

Zach Hyman 

-15.2% 

Artturi Lehkonen 

-13.7% 

Johan Larsson 

-13.6% 

This is mostly just a who’s who of forgettable bottom-six players, with 
Calgary’s Joakim Nordstrom, who’s estimated as being 32.3 percent 
worse than the average NHL shooter, leading the way. 

Toronto’s Ilya Mikheyev is fascinating to see on this list, and his presence 
on it confirms a lot of what we see with the eye test. He can be a handful 
to contain with his speed and size, but he just hasn’t been able to convert 
in his young NHL career. If there was a way to unlock that component of 
his game, he could really level up his game. 

In a similar vein, Chicago’s Vinnie Hinostroza’s another interesting 
player. He’s always seemed skilled, crafty and helpful in transition, but 
it’s typically failed to meaningfully show up in point production because of 
subpar finishing. Hinostroza’s had a solid bounceback with 10 points in 
13 games for the Blackhawks, so it will be fascinating to see if this is just 
a mirage or sign of growth as a player. 

Montreal’s Philip Danault is one of the highest-profile names to land here. 
He’s an elite two-way player and a consummate playmaker, but he’s just 
never had a knack for finding the back of the net. That’s totally fine, 
considering the value he brings in other areas. 

Ditto for Toronto’s Zach Hyman, who’s actually slowly shedding his 
reputation as a poor finisher. His conversion skill has improved over time 
(the difference between his goal production relative to expected 
production is narrowing compared to his early career). Hyman is similar 
to Brady Tkachuk in that he’s a high-end top-six power forward without 
necessarily being a strong finisher. 

Which players are shooting from the worst locations? 

We constantly hear that getting pucks on the net is always a good idea, 
but the quality of those attempts matters. A lot. There’s always an 
opportunity cost. That one-and-done bad-angle shot that your winger 
takes off the rush could have instead been a pass to somebody else in a 
better position. It could have been a curl back and a low-to-high pass to 
the point to keep possession and see if you can break the defence down. 

That raises the question: Which players and teams are shooting from the 
worst locations? 

My initial thought was to use average shot distance in feet as a starting 
point. But what I quickly realized is that finishing talent influences a lot of 
those decisions. Patrik Laine and Mike Hoffman, for example, take their 
average shot from nearly 40 feet out, which is the farthest in the league. 
Laine and Hoffman are elite snipers who can beat goalies from that 
distance, though. They’re not taking bad shots; they’re shooting from 
appropriate locations relative to their skill level. 

So how do we account for shot selection relative to conversion ability? 
For this, MoneyPuck allows us to use their expected goal model and then 
adjust for a shooter’s finishing talent. 

For instance, if a league-average finisher took the exact same shots from 
the exact same locations as David Pastrnak this season, it’d clock out to 
0.062 expected goals per shot attempt (6.2 percent). That’s not a 
particularly great number, but once you factor in that Pastrnak is 
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estimated as being 27.6 percent above average as a finisher, that climbs 
to a much better 0.079 (7.9 percent) rate. 

With that in mind, let’s look at which players’ shot attempts this season 
have had the least chance of going in, based on location and ability, per 
MoneyPuck: 

Whose Shots Are Most Inefficient? 

PLAYER   XG PER SHOT ADJUSTED FOR FINISHING ABILITY   

Lucas Wallmark 

3.2% 

Sean Kuraly 

4.5% 

Kyle Clifford 

4.5% 

Riley Nash 

4.7% 

Joakim Nordstrom 

4.8% 

Max Domi 

5.0% 

Timo Meier 

5.0% 

Chris Wagner 

5.1% 

Vinnie Hinostroza 

5.1% 

David Kampf 

5.2% 

You’ll notice a repeat of many of the names from the previous table. The 
overlap is understandable — many of the fourth-line grinders who can’t 
shoot well also don’t have the ability to carry the puck inside to create 
quality chances. Attempts from the outside are often the best they can 
muster, and it’s honestly not their fault in most cases. 

For curiosity’s sake, let’s weed out the low-skill fourth-liners. To do that, I 
eliminated anyone who was 10 percent or worse than league average as 
a finisher. This leaves us with the players who are taking attempts from 
poor locations where they could perhaps be making better decisions with 
the puck: 

Whose Shots Are Most Inefficient? 

PLAYER   XG PER SHOT ADJUSTED FOR FINISHING ABILITY   

Max Domi 

5.0% 

Timo Meier 

5.0% 

Jakob Silfverberg 

5.5% 

Ryan Hartman 

5.7% 

Jordan Greenway 

5.9% 

Craig Smith 

6.0% 

Jason Dickinson 

6.1% 

Tyson Jost 

6.2% 

Mikael Backlund 

6.2% 

Andrew Cogliano 

6.6% 

We’re only looking at the numbers, so it’s entirely possible that crucial 
context is missing, but it’s a fascinating starting point. Max Domi’s 
interesting because he historically hasn’t shot from bad locations if you 
examine his time in Montreal. Something’s clearly been off with the move 
to Columbus, because he’s not able to get to the inside and has instead 
had to resort to low-percentage perimeter attempts. 

We can also examine expected goals per shot attempt at the team level 
thanks to Natural Stat Trick, albeit without the benefit of having it 
adjusted for finishing talent. This can tell us which clubs have a mentality 
to funnel as many pucks towards the net regardless of location. 

Bottom Five Teams xG Per Shot Attempt 

TEAM   XG PER SHOT   

Columbus Blue Jackets 

4.2% 

Montreal Canadiens 

4.3% 

Anaheim Ducks 

4.3% 

Nashville Predators 

4.4% 

Boston Bruins 

4.4% 

A lot of this makes intuitive sense, even if it’s not ideal. Columbus, 
Montreal, Anaheim and Nashville don’t have the elite forwards up front to 
create a lot of dynamic offence, so they settle for a more blue-collar style 
where quantity over quality is the approach. Boston’s the lone surprise 
here, though the overall team strategy for them is clearly working. 

Who misses the net or gets blocked most often? 

We’ve spent most of our time analyzing forwards since they have more 
say in the offensive side of things, but this is an area that I’d argue is 
more important for defencemen. 

It’s obviously better to hit the net than not as forwards, but I believe that a 
lot of the best shooters in the game are perfectionists. They don’t aim to 
just get the puck on net; they try to pick corners and that’s reaffirmed in 
the fact that the forwards who are most inconsistent with hitting the net 
are some of the league’s best snipers. 

This is still prevalent but likely less of a factor for defencemen, however, 
who are mostly shooting from the point with coaches consistently 
emphasizing the fact that they want their blueliners to get the puck 
through traffic. We can analyze this by looking at what percentage of a 
defender’s shot attempts actually translated to shots on goal. 

Which D Struggle With Hitting the Net? 

PLAYER   SHOT ATTEMPTS   SHOTS ON GOAL   HIT%   

Brayden McNabb 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 5, 2021 

 

97 

35.0 

36.1% 

Adam Larsson 

118 

43.0 

36.4% 

Jacob Bryson 

62 

23.0 

37.1% 

Robert Hagg 

74 

28.0 

37.8% 

Nikita Nesterov 

78 

30.0 

38.5% 

Ty Smith 

177 

69.0 

39.0% 

Brenden Dillon 

118 

46 

39.0% 

Jacob Larsson 

100 

39 

39.0% 

Alexander Romanov 

182 

71 

39.0% 

Brett Pesce 

223 

87 

39.0% 

Nikita Zaitsev 

169 

66 

39.1% 

Derek Forbort 

161 

64 

39.8% 

Andy Greene 

113 

45 

39.8% 

Nicolas Hague 

167 

67 

40.1% 

Andrej Sekera 

69 

28 

40.6% 

It’s interesting to see how many of these defencemen who struggle to get 
pucks through are bigger, slower defencemen. This makes intuitive 
sense because these backs are less likely to be able to effectively walk 
the line to change shooting angles. Ty Smith would be the exception, but 
otherwise, you have bulky, defensive-oriented blueliners like Brayden 
McNabb, Adam Larsson, Nikita Nesterov, Brenden Dillon, Nikita Zaitsev, 
Derek Forbort and Nicolas Hague. 

From a wider lens, we can look at the same stat to see which teams 
struggle to hit the net with their shot attempts. 

Which Teams Struggle To Hit the Net? 

TEAM   SHOT ATTEMPTS   SHOTS ON GOAL   HIT%   

Anaheim Ducks 

2,761 

1418 

51.4% 

Arizona Coyotes 

2,768 

1442 

52.1% 

Vegas Golden Knights 

3,140 

1650 

52.5% 

Calgary Flames 

2,783 

1489 

53.5% 

Montreal Canadiens 

3,002 

1614 

53.8% 

Which players are most averse to shooting? 

To cap things off, I wanted to look at which players spend the most time 
in the offensive zone without shooting. This isn’t necessarily a bad thing 
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like a lot of the other numbers we dissected. In fact, it may as well be 
known as the Henrik Sedin or Joe Thornton stat for the past decade. 

We’ll get a proxy for this by looking at how many shot attempts a player 
is on the ice for and then comparing that to what percentage of those 
attempts are coming from the individual player. Essentially these are the 
players who love to pass but won’t shoot, and no surprise that you see a 
lot of elite playmakers. Clearly, this isn’t a category that you’d mind 
ranking low for: 

Which Players Don't Like Shooting? 

PLAYER   INDIVIDUAL SHOTS   ON-ICE SHOTS FOR  
 SHOTS %   

Josh Bailey 

190 

1287 

14.8% 

Phillip Danault 

291 

1968 

14.8% 

Mark Scheifele 

272 

1839 

14.8% 

Chris Tierney 

217 

1440 

15.1% 

Ryan O'Reilly 

230 

1509 

15.2% 

Paul Stastny 

249 

1615 

15.4% 

Anze Kopitar 

276 

1698 

16.3% 

Nicklas Backstrom 

244 

1496 

16.3% 

Brayden Schenn 

241 

1464 

16.5% 

Mark Stone 

298 

1736 

17.2% 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 05.05.2021 

1187702 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Oilers don't break a sweat vs. Canucks with their sights 
fixed on playoffs 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

May 5, 2021, 2:49 AM 

 

EDMONTON — There was a time when the Sedin twins were the cycle 
and the Edmonton Oilers were the track. 

When the Vancouver Canucks needed a goal, Henrik and Daniel simply 
hopped over the boards and furnished one. As simple as putting together 
a Billy bookcase. 

Either Danny pumped one past some faceless Oilers goalie, or Henrik 
bounced one in off of Alex Burrows’ pants. 

Whatever, the two points were an “on-demand” item for Vancouver 
during the years that they were a Western Conference powerhouse, 
while the Oilers were in the midst of their multi-decade rebuild. 

Well, isn’t the skate on the other foot now? 

The Oilers walked into Vancouver and won two straight this week, while 
resting a few regulars and throwing some minutes to some taxi-squad 
players to shake off some rust with the playoffs around the corner. There 
wasn’t a minute in either game where it appeared as if the Oilers wouldn’t 
win. 

The Oilers fell behind 1-0 just 34 seconds into Tuesday’s game and 
didn’t sweat a bead. All that early deficit meant was that they had 59 
minutes to erase it, and that the Oilers did in a tidy 4-1 win. 

And really, all they wanted to talk about afterwards was the icing on 
hockey’s regular season cake — the playoffs, which can’t begin soon 
enough for goalie Mike Smith. 

“It’s everything. That’s why we play,” said Smith, after a clinical 28-save 
performance that raised his save percentage to .925 and lowered his 
goals-against average to 2.25. “The last quarter of the season has gone 
by so slow. It’s nice to see the end in sight and be playing good hockey 
going into the most important time.” 

Oh, boy. Are they ever. 

Edmonton has won five straight on the road, nine of its last 12, and is 
playing .710 hockey since its 3-6 start to the season. Now, the Oilers get 
the luxury of throwing some ice time at the taxi squad — Evan Bouchard 
and William Lagesson — a pair of youngsters who replaced Ethan Bear 
and Caleb Jones on Tuesday. 

“You work really hard off the ice. To finally get back in a game was a 
good feeling,” said Bouchard, who faked a slapshot, side-stepped a 
defender and lasered home a wrist shot for his third career NHL goal. 

“It’s part of getting shots through to the net. It doesn’t always have to be 
a slapshot. When you can throw a wrister through with guys in front, I just 
wanted to give the guys a chance to get a rebound. Luckily it went in.” 

Bouchard is the fourth defenceman on head coach Dave Tippett’s right 
side, behind Tyson Barrie, Adam Larsson and Bear. He’s been hanging 
around on the taxi squad all season waiting for an injury that has not 
come, but Tippett knows that a player like Bouchard can be a major actor 
once the playoffs begin. 
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“You’re going to need a lot of bodies,” Tippett predicted. “Playoffs, knock 
on wood, you never know when injuries come along, and the different 
mix of your lineups you’ll be looking for. So we try to have everybody stay 
engaged. 

"I give the taxi squad guys a great deal of credit. They work. Sometimes 
they don’t play for a while, but they stay ready. You saw that tonight with 
a guy like Bouch jumping in and playing a real solid game. 

“We’re going to need a lot of bodies,” he repeated. “You can never have 
enough depth, especially on defence.” 

In between the introductions of Bouchard and Lagesson, and the 
continuing auditions of young Ryan McLeod and the buzzing second line 
of Ryan Nugent-Hopkins between Kailer Yamamoto and Dominik Kahun, 
the usual happened for Edmonton. 

Connor McDavid set up a pair of Leon Draisaitl goals, to bring the 
former's point total to 93 with five games left to play. 

Draisaitl, who scored twice in the second period, was asked primarily 
about McDavid after the game, a topic he is happy to discuss. Even 
when he’s the guy scoring the goals. 

“It’s fine,” he shrugged. “I had my shine in the summer. It’s all good.” 

Draisaitl told Sportsnet’s Dan Murphy between periods that, even though 
McDavid hasn’t been overly verbose concerning his run at 100 points, it 
has become his teammates' goal to help him get to the century mark. 
The big German is happy talking about the guy he calls “the greatest 
passer in the world,” an admirable trait for a superstar who is second in 
NHL scoring and is coming off of a Hart and Art Ross Trophy campaign. 

“He does so much for our team,” Draisaitl said of McDavid. “He does so 
much for us on a nightly basis. The least we can do is help him out as 
much as we can. It might not be that important to him, but it's sure 
important for us. 

“If there is a two-on-one, a three-on-two, you’re trying to get him a touch. 
Our team really wants it to get it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 31 Thoughts: Why Tom Wilson needed a stronger 
punishment 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

May 4, 2021, 4:55 PM 

 

I generally don’t get riled up about player-safety decisions, but I didn’t like 
this Tom Wilson ruling. 

What it comes down to — for me — is that Wilson should know he can’t 
take free shots at Pavel Buchnevich and/or Artemi Panarin. They aren’t 
equipped to deal with him, and he should recognize there’s a limit. If he’s 
delivering a ferocious open-ice hit, or making some kind of tough “hockey 
play,” I am more understanding. But this was neither. 

When Wilson hit Brandon Carlo, there was enormous internal debate 
before his seven-game suspension. The league interpreted its rules in an 
almost unprecedented manner and not everyone liked it, but the decision 
was made. It’s proof there is room for manoeuvring, if necessary. 

And there’s a lot to pore over here. If you watch the second period 
leading up to Monday’s incident, it’s clear Wilson is losing his temper. 
He’s upset at a roughing call against him from earlier in the period, then 
gets mad when the officials think he shouldn’t be on the ice for a face-off. 
So he’s doing a slow burn, and that contributes to what happened. 

Some said that Panarin engaged Wilson, so he brought what happened 
on himself, but I’m not buying that. 

For one thing, Panarin was defending Buchnevich and Ryan Strome. 
Second, there was a point where Wilson realized who he was tangling 
with and could have ended it. We’ve all seen fights where someone stops 
because their opponent is overmatched. 

But Wilson didn’t end it, and Panarin got hurt. He won’t play the rest of 
this year, but it could have been much, much worse. 

“Everybody in our organization is very disappointed,” Rangers head 
coach David Quinn said. “A line was crossed: (Panarin) didn’t have his 
helmet on, vulnerable, he got hurt. To me it was an awful lot there to 
suspend (Wilson).” 

“(Panarin) with no helmet on — a superstar in our league — I think it’s a 
joke,” Strome added. “As players, you want the league to have your back 
in those situations, and I think a lot of guys in our dressing room just feel 
like they didn’t.” 

When the NHL punished Tim Peel, it was about “protecting the shield,” 
and there’s a similar argument to be made here — it’s just not good for 
the league to have this all over TMZ. 

Minutes before the brawl, John Carlson lost his stick in the defensive 
zone, and Wilson gave the defenceman his own, knowing Carlson needs 
it more than he does. That’s an alert player who can think quickly — and 
properly. Whatever you may think of Wilson, he’s a high-level talent. 

“I think the message (from us) to Tom is he’s big, he’s strong and when 
he gets into scrums and wrestles you’ve got to be careful,” said Capitals 
coach Peter Laviolette. “With the attention on him, he gets looked at a 
certain way. He has to play his game, he has to be hard to play against, 
he has to be physical, but in the same sense he’s got to know that eyes 
are on him as well.” 

I used to have an awful temper, and my father would tell me, “It’s on you 
to control it or you will pay the consequences.” In this situation, Wilson 
should be held accountable to control himself much more than he did. 

1. On another matter, I think Washington is running out of patience with 
Evgeny Kuznetsov. Laviolette said Tuesday the status of the centre and 
goalie Ilya Samsonov, who did not play Monday because they were late 
to a meeting, is uncertain for Wednesday’s rematch. The coach added 
the Capitals are “working through things inside the room.” 

2. In Carolina, it sounds like the Hurricanes have a verbal agreement with 
Rod Brind’Amour to stay as coach. That’s where he wants to be and 
everyone knows it. What he’s asked, however, is for his assistants, 
goalie coach, trainers and equipment people to be re-signed. That’s not 
done, and the negotiations are grinding. 

The Hurricanes are a Stanley Cup contender — and could be for years to 
come. Brind’Amour will take less than he’d get on the open market, so 
the situation already is enough of a win that I’d get things done. 

3. Carolina did take care of one other important piece of business, 
making sure improving Alex Nedeljkovic did not become a unrestricted 
free agent. By playing in his 22nd game of the season on Monday night 
(of at least 30 minutes), the goalie’s status moved to restricted free 
agent. 

4. Right-shooting Shea Weber skated with a left-shot stick on Monday, 
not using his injured left hand. There were rumours he would be out long-
term, but I was reminded, “Always assume Shea Weber will do 
everything possible to avoid being out long-term.” 

5. Bob Hartley is now in Riga, coaching Latvia at the upcoming World 
Championships. He just led Avangard Omsk to the KHL’s Gagarin Cup. 
He’s got a long history with Ilya Kovalchuk, who at 37, played a critical 
part in that victory and terminated his contract with the club right after. 
Does he want to come back? 

“No doubt,” Hartley answered without hesitation. “He wants to play in the 
NHL.” 

The coach said he called an unsigned Kovalchuk earlier this season, 
telling him to come to the KHL “and show the NHL you can still play…. 
Kovy was a huge help for me. His dream is to win a Stanley Cup.” 

Hartley also talked up Reid Boucher, and there is some interest in him, 
too. 
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6. One of the conversations that might come out of Winnipeg’s late-
season swoon is coach/management control of rosters. At the trade 
deadline, GM Kevin Cheveldayoff said he wanted to see more of Ville 
Heinola. On Monday, head coach Paul Maurice talked up Logan Stanley 
— especially when it comes to the grind of playoff hockey. 

There is generally a separation of church and state in the NHL. 
Management sets the roster, coaches choose who plays and how much. 
The best relationships are where the parties understand each other’s 
wants and needs, but there’s a recognition of who historically controls 
what space. 

Baseball is very different. Managers are now reduced to a vessel for 
organizational thinking. The slower pace allows that, but you have to 
make in-game decisions much quicker in hockey. 

There is still time for the Jets to sort this out — playoff victories mean 
previous sins are forgiven. But it doesn’t mean the overall philosophical 
conversations won’t continue. 

7. The situation can’t be easy, either, for 24-year-old Sami Niku, who has 
played just six games. 

8. Interesting expansion-draft tidbit told to the Kraken: If they select 
anyone who has already been paid a July 1 bonus, they must re-pay it to 
the player’s previous team. Something else to calculate in your mock 
drafts. 

9. Under expansion rules, Seattle must select at least $48.9 million under 
the salary cap. Other teams are thinking they will target the minimum — 
unless incentivized to do otherwise. That would allow for maximum 
weaponization of their space. 

The first player Vegas ever signed was Reid Duke, who had a connection 
to GM Kelly McCrimmon from WHL Brandon. I wondered if there was a 
player with a similar connection to the region, and Estevan Bruins 
director of marketing and operations Danny Ewen tweeted the name 
Cole Fonstad. The winger plays for WHL Everett, and went unsigned 
after Montreal took him 128th overall in 2018. No guarantees — just an 
idea. 

10. Zach Werenski switches agents during a critical time for Columbus. 
Judd Moldaver, who now represents him, pushed Nashville (Roman Josi) 
and Toronto (Auston Matthews) into places they didn’t want to go. 
Werenski (two years from unrestricted free agency) and Seth Jones (one 
year) are eligible for extensions this summer. The Blue Jackets are 
expected to step up to the plate for both, and will want clarity — 
especially with Jones — before the puck drops next season. 

11. Monday was the craziest night of this NHL season: 

• Cole Caufield scored his second-straight overtime winner, as Montreal 
snared its third consecutive comeback victory — 3-2 over Toronto. The 
Canadiens moved into a third-place North Division tie with reeling 
Winnipeg. 

• Down 5–3 after two, Minnesota beat Vegas 6–5 thanks to two goals in 
26 seconds late in the third. 

• Tyler Seguin returned to action after an arduous recovery from hip and 
knee surgeries. He scored his first goal of the season as Dallas came 
back from three two-goal deficits before losing to Florida in overtime. 

• Nashville, seeking to eliminate the Stars as soon as Wednesday, blew a 
3–0 lead to Columbus thanks to an Emil Bemstrom third-period natural 
hat-trick — before winning in overtime. 

• Connor McDavid ridiculously moved within nine points of 100 as 
Edmonton clinched a playoff berth. 

• Anze Kopitar picked up career points number 998 and 999 as the Kings 
beat Arizona. 

• Colorado came from down 4-2 early in third to beat San Jose and 
eliminate the Sharks from playoff contention. 

• And then there was Michael Houser. 

12. As news spread that the 28-year-old goalie would make his NHL 
debut for Buffalo, his circle of friends burned through smartphone data 
thresholds in celebration. 

“Seconds after I put out a congratulations on my Twitter and Instagram,” 
Columbus defenceman Scott Harrington said Monday night, “my phone 
blew up with messages from former teammates, billets, everyone I know 
that knows him. We were all so thrilled for him.” 

Houser’s mother, Monica, said her phone had more than 100 messages 
after head coach Don Granato made the announcement, and 60 more 
right at the buzzer when the Sabres closed their stunning 4-2 win over 
the Islanders. 

She watched the game with husband Bill and another of their children, 
Alex. 

“All of us achieved (Michael’s) dream,” Alex said. “He will always be able 
to say, ‘I did it.’” 

Houser became the 13th member of the 2011–12 London Knights to play 
an NHL game — joining Josh Anderson, Andreas Athanasiou, Max Domi, 
Seth Griffith, Harrington, Bo Horvat, Olli Maatta, Greg McKegg, Vladislav 
Namestnikov, Chris Tierney, Jarred Tinordi and Austin Watson. 

13. It was a long, challenging road. Born with bilateral club feet, Houser 
had 14 surgeries by the age of two, and two more by 11. The Knights 
found him in 2009 playing for the Des Moines Buccaneers, a last-place 
team in the USHL. They needed a backup for Michael Hutchinson; 
Houser was their man. 

Houser was supposed to be the backup in 2010–11 to highly touted 
prospect Igor Bobkov, a third-round pick of the Anaheim Ducks. Instead, 
he ripped the job from Bobkov’s hands, and never gave it up. The 
following season, he played 62 of the team’s 68 games, as injuries 
wreaked havoc on their backup situation. 

“I’d go to him and say, ‘We’ve got three games this weekend; which ones 
do you want to play?’” laughed Bill Dark, then the team’s goaltending 
coach. “He’d say, ‘All of them.’ So we’d play him in all three.” 

“Here is someone who was told he shouldn’t be playing any sports,” 
Tinordi said. “And he played so well. It’s crazy.” 

The Knights went all the way to the Memorial Cup Final, losing 2–1 in 
overtime to hometown Shawinigan. Houser was the CHL Goaltender of 
the Year and the OHL’s MVP. 

There are great stories about his time there, from him seeing Wayne 
Gretzky at a practice and not giving up any goals while the Great One 
was watching, to Game 1 of the league final against Niagara. Dougie 
Hamilton scored for the IceDogs in double overtime, then did a 
somersault in celebration. It was an ugly goal, and, as an annoyed 
Houser left the ice, he was told he had to stay for a drug test. Fired up, 
he allowed just seven goals over the next four games as London won the 
series 4–1. 

The family can’t say enough good things about how the Knights treated 
their son, and the bonds between players remain strong. (Rumour has it 
that on one vacation with his ex-London teammates, Houser got a beer 
company’s logo tattooed on his back.) 

14. McKegg and Tinordi are now Boston Bruins. They weren’t dressed 
for Monday’s 3-0 win over New Jersey, “and we were paying attention 
through our phones,” Tinordi said. 

Harrington didn’t dress for the Blue Jackets’ loss to Nashville. Did he 
watch Houser? 

“You’re going to get me in trouble,” he laughed. “Actually, the timing was 
perfect. During the break before our game started overtime, I was able to 
see the end of Michael’s win. I haven’t been that nervous in a long time. 
It’s a cliché, I know, but he is the ultimate teammate and friend. He never 
made you feel bad for a mistake on the ice.” 

As much as people loved him, it took a long time for the NHL to love him 
back. The 2012 Draft — right after his hugely successful season — was 
in Pittsburgh, where he lived. Houser didn’t attend the event, “but we had 
a plan that he would go to the rink when selected,” says agent Paul 
Capizzano. 

Houser was never taken. Florida signed him as a free agent. He’s 
bounced around since then, mainly in the ECHL. Heading into Monday’s 
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game, he had only two AHL appearances in the last five years and hadn’t 
played in any game since March 7, 2020. 

“He had chances to go to Europe,” Capizzano said. “And he’d say, ‘No, 
I’m going to be in the NHL someday.’” 

“All you ever hope is he gets a chance to play,” Bill Houser said. “I didn’t 
doubt it would happen. The question was how much longer would he 
have to wait to get a break. You never hope for injury, and there were 
some years he played very well, but nothing opened up in front of him. 
Teams would be healthy and there wasn’t anywhere to go.” 

Until Buffalo in 2021. Only in this year of unpredictability and insanity 
could the Sabres lose Carter Hutton, Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen and Linus 
Ullmark. Houser and Luukkonen became the first tandem to play a full 
season together in the ECHL (Cincinnati, last season), then debut for the 
same NHL team in the same season. 

Buffalo was down 2–0 midway through Monday’s game, both scores on 
deflections. Adam Pelech scored the first and set up the second, not 
easy for Capizzano — who also represents the Islander defender. 

Dark was groaning while watching from home. 

“Some nights, regardless of how you play, you’re not going to get the 
puck luck,” he said. “(Houser) wasn’t behind the play at all. He looked like 
he did nine years ago. There was no hint of fighting the puck.” 

“He didn’t flinch,” Bill Houser said. “We were so proud. And the Sabres 
played really well in front of him.” 

Yes, they did. Buffalo took control and charged back. Rasmus Asplund 
tied it with 8:35 to go, before Sam Reinhart scored twice to win it and 
clinch it. Bill, Monica and Alex Houser looked at each other and cried. 

“We’ve never been so excited to see an empty-net goal in our lives,” Alex 
said. 

“Absolutely amazing,” added his mother. 

Yes. Yes, it was. 

Remaining Time -0:50 

15. There are a lot of great memories of Ryan Miller from my rinkside 
reporting days while he was in Buffalo. After his performance at the 2010 
Winter Olympics, Elton John asked to meet him during a tour stop in 
Buffalo. It wasn’t just his stellar play, but things he did when not in plain 
view. There was a time a prominent sponsor was set up to meet Miller 
after a practice, but the goalie forgot and left beforehand. The Sabres 
had to phone him, and Miller, realizing his mistake, turned around without 
hesitation. 

There was a tense negotiation during the 2012 lockout, where he 
confronted fearsome Chairman of the Board Jeremy Jacobs. When I 
emailed to request an interview about it, Miller declined by saying 
(paraphrasing), “There’s nothing wrong with two people passionately 
arguing their positions.” 

He cracked heads with the NHL on goalie equipment too. He once 
autographed a female fan’s leg, and later heard it was turned into a 
tattoo. 

16. Looks like the goal is for U.S. teams to start the playoffs on May 15. 
Canada could be a few days later. 

17. I’m not crazy about the lack of playoff races, but hopeful that this will 
mean an even better opening round, because it allows games off for 
those who really need it. Within an hour Saturday night were terrific 
overtime-winner celebrations for Nashville (Erik Haula) and Montreal 
(Cole Caufield). You could see the excitement and relief in the team-wide 
happiness. It’s why we watch. 

18. I don’t know if a team is ever exempt from criticism, but I find it really 
hard to be critical of the Stars not making it, should that occur. A large 
outbreak (the first one), incredibly condensed schedule, the Texas power 
grid failure that led to some players/team employees having their houses 
flooded and needing temporary homes. That team is banged-up, on 
fumes and has given everything it’s got. 

19. Calgary is making a big run for the upcoming World Women’s Hockey 
Championship. As IIHF president Rene Fasel told Ron MacLean last 
Saturday, Alberta is the likely destination. 

20. Last weekend, teams and players were notified the NHL is “currently 
contemplating” updating its COVID protocols for fully vaccinated players 
and teams. A team’s travelling party must be 85 per cent vaccinated to 
be considered. 

21. Interesting wrinkle: Some players who live in Canada but play in the 
U.S. would rather stay in place once eliminated, working out at their 
team’s facilities until restrictions loosen in this country. 

22. I didn’t realize this until Sharks coach Bob Boughner said it Monday, 
but the seven teams that did not reach the 2020 playoff bubble will miss 
the post-season this year, too. 

23. I was recently talking to a friend of a current NHL rookie and asked 
how the player was adjusting to the NHL. He said the player really 
enjoyed it, but was startled at how little his coaches talked to him. It’s a 
foreign feeling to me, though I rarely talk to my bosses. But it’s a 
reminder that this generation craves it much more, and we’ve got to be 
aware of it. 

24. Another KHLer who wants to return to North America is Chris 
Wideman. He led all defencemen in that league with 41 points in 59 
games for Torpedo. 

25. As mentioned, the Predators can clinch a playoff berth on 
Wednesday, climbing off the mat to avoid a fire sale, as the players did 
their best to ignore the noise. 

“We didn’t talk about it too much to be honest,” captain Roman Josi said 
on the 31 Thoughts podcast. “At the time, we weren’t playing well, so it’s 
not always easy for players if you see rumours about yourself. But it 
wasn’t much of a topic in the team…. We started playing a lot better. You 
could see there was this belief that we can make the playoffs. I said 
before the trade deadline, ‘I really like our team, I like our group, there’s a 
lot of belief in the room.’ We were definitely happy it didn’t go (the fire 
sale) route.” 

Does he ever ask to talk to GM David Poile? Ask what’s going on? 

“Not much, honestly,” Josi answered. “David has been in the business for 
so long. He knows what he’s doing, he’s really good at his job. He does 
everything he can to have a successful organization. Especially 
throughout the season, you try to focus on your game, the team game…. 
There’s not a lot of time to talk about that stuff.” 

26. In preparing for the interview, another Central Division coach said, as 
Nashville revived, Josi was even better than he was during last year’s 
Norris Trophy season. 

“I wasn’t happy with the way I started this season,” he admitted. 

He missed seven games in March with an upper-body injury. 

“After my injury, I’ve been playing a lot better.” 

Other teams have said they treat him almost like a rover, that he can go 
anywhere he wants. He laughed a little at that. 

“My game is to jump up, to be involved in the o-zone and I definitely get a 
lot of freedom. I think it’s always up to the player to see what’s possible 
and what’s not…. (Head coach John Hynes) definitely allows me to do 
that. Then it’s up to the player to know what’s too risky and what’s not.” 

He called his first head coach, Barry Trotz, “unbelievable, one of the 
nicest guys. He gave me a lot of confidence right away.” 

Then, Peter Laviolette was “all about defencemen jumping up in the play, 
being involved in the offence. He let us play, wanted us to be active…. A 
lot of pinching, a lot of speed, hard forechecking. As a d-man, when you 
come into the league, you kind of find your game a little bit, to see what 
makes you successful. He gave me and our defencemen freedom to find 
that.” 

27. We did ask Josi, once one of the NHL’s most underappreciated 
defenders, to pick other blueliners who don’t get their deserved attention. 
He tried to pick Mattias Ekholm and Ryan Ellis, but we refused to accept 
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that answer because everyone now knows how good they are. So Josi 
went with Vegas’s Shea Theodore. 

“He’s more well-known now, because he had a really good playoffs and 
he’s having a good year this year. Even before that, I always thought he 
was an unbelievable skater and (had great) hockey sense. Great puck 
mover. Still underrated.” 

28. Finally on Josi, we share one thing in common besides ridiculously 
good looks: meditation. I’ve started to do it at least 10 minutes per day. 
He picked it up a couple of years ago. 

“I feel it really helps me balance, keeps me more calm, especially in 
seasons like this where you play every other day. In hockey, there’s a lot 
of highs and lows, to keep that balance really helped me.” 

How often does he do it? 

“I started trying to do 10 minutes per day. Then, once the pandemic 
started I actually got a lot more time... 30 minutes in the morning, 30 
minutes at night, which is a lot.” 

With the season going on and the gift of son Luca born to him and his 
wife, Ellie, there’s less time. But any amount is excellent, and I’d 
recommend it to anyone. 

29. Auston Matthews is at 0.81 goals per game through 48 games. The 
only players to be above that for a season in NHL history: Mike Bossy, 
Phil Esposito, Wayne Gretzky, Brett Hull, Jari Kurri, Mario Lemieux, 
Lanny McDonald, Alexander Mogilny, Cam Neely, Bernie Nicholls, 
Maurice Richard, Teemu Selanne and Charlie Simmer. 

30. Last week, I mentioned that there seemed to be uncertainty 
surrounding draft-eligibles like Brandt Clarke, who spent 2019–20 at OHL 
Barrie and 2020–21 in Slovakia. There is something in the updated 
NHL/NHLPA CBA about this. Any undrafted prospect who played outside 
of North America this past season — but never before — is subject to 
regular NHL/AHL/CHL rules. So, for purposes of this draft, imagine him 
as a Barrie Colt. 

31. Wanted to send the best to Travis McKenzie, who produces Jeff 
Blair, Stephen Brunt and Richard Deitsch on Sportsnet Radio 590. Years 
ago, he showed up as a fresh-faced radio intern, now shows the 
weathered scars of a veteran radio producer. He announced last week 
that he’s moving on, and we’ll miss this valued member of our team. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' loss to Oilers showcases double-edged nature of 
Miller's impact 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

May 5, 2021, 2:31 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – When J.T. Miller had his finest moment of this 
tumultuous season, speaking truth to power during the Vancouver 
Canucks’ COVID crisis to tell the National Hockey League it wasn’t yet 
safe to play, some fans were so moved by his bravery they declared he 
could be captain. 

Tuesday, he demonstrated why he can’t be. 

For all his emotion and directness and evolution as a player, his ability to 
exert his will on games when these traits are properly channelled, the 28-
year-old is not the player whose example you want others to follow. 

With the injury- and coronavirus-weakened Canucks nobly battling again, 
and leading the Edmonton Oilers 1-0 late in the second period, Miller had 
on successive shifts a turnover, a tantrum and careless penalty. 

By the end of this unnatural hat trick, the Oilers had pumped in three 
goals in less than five minutes and were on their way to a 4-1 victory at 
Rogers Arena. 

And the fourth Edmonton goal, by the way, was scored late in the third 
period after Miller threw a blind behind-the-back pass at the Oilers’ blue 
line that was picked off and turned into an outnumbered rush. 

With Elias Pettersson injured indefinitely, Miller is easily the Canucks’ 
most impactful forward. We’ve seen him win games. But he played the 
biggest part in losing this one as the Canucks’ streak reached six-straight 
regulation losses. 

This funeral procession of a stretch drive has nine games left for 
Vancouver, which plays another two games against Connor McDavid’s 
team on Thursday and Saturday. 

In Monday’s 5-3 loss to Edmonton, Miller made the best individual play of 
the night when he powered past two Oilers before roofing a backhand in 
tight. 

Twenty-four hours later, he made the game’s costliest play when, after 
the Canucks escaped one McDavid rush, Miller collected the loose puck, 
saw traffic ahead of him at the sideboards and immediately and without 
looking reversed it straight back to McDavid. 

One Edmonton superstar quickly set up the other as Leon Draisaitl tied it 
1-1 at 14:29 of the middle period. 

On his next shift, Miller was a step slow to move with Tyson Barrie 
across the front of the Vancouver goal and high-sticked the Oiler while 
trying to lift his stick as the teams skated four-on-four. 

A four-on-three power play may as well be a two-man advantage for 
McDavid and Draisaitl, who combined in the same order for Edmonton’s 
go-ahead goal at 17:25. 

And with Miller still serving his penalty, the Oilers’ power play made it 3-1 
at 19:13 when Canucks goalie Thatcher Demko was slow to pick up 
Evan Bouchard’s shot through traffic. 

We get it: a single player is rarely solely responsible for winning or losing 
in a team spot. But when your best player is making these kinds of 
mistakes, how can you possibly win? 

“Would I like to see those turnovers not happening tonight? For sure,” 
Canucks coach Travis Green said, bristling at a question about not 
benching Miller. “I also have a player in the room that's not very happy 
about himself, either. And he's down and he's ultra competitive. He's a 
smart hockey player. He knows when he makes mistakes. He's also a big 
engine on our team. 

“I can bench him, I guess. But I also want to win the game, too, and our 
team wants to win. And I'm the one who makes that call whether to 
bench him or not, and I didn't. I will talk to him tomorrow. I will talk to him 
before the next game. We will help him along like we do with all our 
players. But I don't worry about J.T. Miller. He's done a lot of good things 
for our team since he's got here. He made some mistakes tonight, he has 
made some before and he'll make more mistakes. But this guy wants to 
win -- make no bones about it -- he plays hard, and I'll go to bat for him.” 

Outscored 26-10 during their losing streak, the Canucks got their only 
goal 34 seconds into the game when Nils Hoglander’s pass on a two-on-
one caromed off teammate Brock Boeser’s skate and past Edmonton 
goalie Mike Smith. 

But the happiest part of the Canucks’ night was that another bright 
prospect, defenceman Jack Rathbone, played his first NHL game. 

The former college star at Harvard University who began his rookie pro 
season on the Canucks’ taxi squad, then went to the minor-league Utica 
before being recalled by Vancouver and serving yet another quarantine, 
logged 12:04 of ice time. 

The 21-year-old survived a second-period two-on-one against McDavid 
and Draisaitl and also made a deft drag move along the boards to 
generate a better angle for his only shot on goal. 

“There's definitely days where you kind of second guess yourself,” 
Rathbone said of leaving Harvard a year ago as the pandemic hit. “But 
the last six months, I feel like I've taken advantage of the opportunity I've 
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been given at the pro level and was just really excited to hopefully work 
for this day to come. I'm happy it did. I can't thank my mom and dad 
enough; a pretty cool early Mother's Day gift, I guess. 

“It was a dream come true.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / John Scott blasts NHL, Parros for not suspending Tom 
Wilson 

 

Mike Johnston@MikeyJ_MMA 

May 4, 2021, 2:58 PM 

 

Count former NHL enforcer John Scott among those puzzled by the 
relative lack of supplemental discipline doled out to Washington Capitals 
forward Tom Wilson for his role in a skirmish involving the New York 
Rangers Monday night. 

Wilson was handed a league-maximum fine of $5,000 on Tuesday for 
roughing Pavel Buchnevich yet there was no mention of him aggressively 
throwing Artemi Panarin, whose helmet had been knocked off, down to 
the ice moments later. 

The Rangers confirmed Panarin will miss the remainder of the regular 
season as a result of the incident. 

“I just finished up doing a great video talking about Tom Wilson, what his 
suspension should be, how it was a gutless move on his part throwing 
around Panarin and punching Buchnevich in the face when he was on 
the ground in a prone position, just gutless, terrible hockey,” Scott said in 
a video posted on social media. “I was saying how much I used to 
respect Tom Wilson. He plays the game the way I like it to be played 
(but) I think he crossed a line this time and then I get the news that he 
gets fined $5,000? 

“What on earth is happening with the NHL right now?” 

The Rangers also expressed disappointment wit the league’s decision 
with forward Ryan Strome calling it “a joke” and coach David Quinn 
saying there “was an awful lot there to suspend him.” 

“It was a joke of a fine,” Scott said. “What Tom did there’s no excuse for 
that. It’s insane to me he only got a $5,000 fine. He’s a repeat offender, 
he’s done this time in and time out. I don’t know if George has some kind 
of dog in this race, he wants Washington to win the Cup or I honestly 
don’t know. I have no words for it.” 

Scott and Parros fought each other three times during their respective 
playing careers, once in 2009 and twice in February of 2013. 

“What this means though is it’s fair game, baby, in any scrum,” the 2016 
NHL All-Star Game MVP added in a tongue-in-cheek manner. “If you go 
into a scrum anywhere on the ice and you see a star player I’m throwing 
sucker punches, I’m grabbing this guy, I’m twisting ankles, I’m doing 
whatever I can because the worst thing that’s going to happen to me is a 
$5,000 (fine) because I can’t see anyone doing anything more than what 
Tom Wilson did to Panarin. Honestly. I feel bad for Panarin. The guy 
comes in to help out his teammate just to calm things down and Wilson 
jumps on his back. 

“Shame on you, NHL, you guys should’ve did something to protect 
Panarin and then shame on Wilson. You gotta know better.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Robertson brothers' NHL dreams sprouted from 
competition, family bond 

 

Mike Shulman@ByMikeShulman 

May 4, 2021, 11:32 AM 

 

Jason Robertson’s phone was “blowing up.” 

The Dallas Stars winger was at a team dinner when he got word his 
brother, Nick, had “tucked” for his first career NHL goal in Game 3 of last 
year’s qualifying-round series between the Toronto Maple Leafs and the 
Columbus Blue Jackets. 

“I'm like, 'Oh my God,' I gotta look at it,” Jason, 21, recalls in a joint 
interview with Nick. 

“And I see that it's a floater through the goalie's chest that goes in,” 
smiles Jason. 

“I aimed for that,” Nick, 19, pipes up. 

“Yeah, OK, he aimed for his chest, squeaked in,” says Jason. 

“I just wanted a quick shot,” says Nick. 

“It was pretty special,” Jason relents. 

“At the time, you could have said that I was a little jealous, he played a 
game and I was watching, but I was happy for him.” 

The back-and-forth doesn’t end with Jason’s admission. More chirps are 
dished out in an exchange that lasts fewer than two minutes, but is 
indicative of the competitive, yet co-operative bond between the brothers 
from a tight-knit family, and the pro hockey journey they’ve embarked on 
together. 

Jason — Dallas’ second-round pick in the 2017 NHL Draft — may have 
watched from the Stars’ taxi squad as his brother found early success in 
the bubble, but the tables have turned this season. 

Nick, a second-rounder in 2019, has struggled to find his footing in the 
NHL after getting derailed by injuries and is back in the AHL with the 
Marlies. Meanwhile, his older brother overcame a stretch of scratches at 
the start the season to explode on to the scene in Dallas, making his 
case for the NHL’s Calder Trophy with 42 points 47 games to nip at the 
heels of the early favourite, Kirill Kaprizov, in the rookie scoring race. 

But Jason isn’t thinking about individual accolades, his sights are set on 
two goals: getting the Stars back to the post-season, and, equally 
important, putting his little brother — who’s six inches and nearly 50 
pounds smaller (5-9, 164 to 6-3, 210) — in his place. 

“Right now, you talk to Jason and he's like 'We got one thing in mind and 
that is: make the playoffs,’ And then how he's going to beat his brother in 
the summertime with floorball,” his father, Hugh, said with a laugh. 

“I mean, let's get real. There's priorities,” joked his mother, Mercedes. 

The Robertsons say there’s no rivalry on the ice (as long as they both do 
well), but in everything else — foosball, ping-pong, NHL, FIFA or 
floorball, in particular — things can get heated. 

“It'd be like nine o'clock, everyone's going to bed, and my brother and I 
used to say, 'Let's do a quick one,’ and I'd get the whole gear on and I'd 
be goalie, we'd do shootouts. I'd be screaming, my dad would be yelling, 
'What's going on? What are you guys doing?' He came down, he was 
mad. He took my FIFA disk, he tore it apart,” reflected Nick on his 
childhood battles with Jason. 

“It was a blast.” 

Nick-Jason-floorball Nick and Jason Robertson play floorball during the 
initial COVID-19 lockdown. (Mercedes Robertson) 

Literally. While the Crosbys famously had their dinged-up dryer that fell 
victim to Sidney’s hockey dreams, well, the Robertsons had multiple 
casualties: the basement and garage at the family’s home in Northville, 
Mich. 
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“If you look at the wall, they have shot through the wall, OK, to the point 
where you can see the studs, you can see the outside brick from inside in 
our garage, throughout our basement,” said Hugh. 

“They're just very competitive. Very competitive.” 

Hockey-room The hockey room in the basement of the Robertson home 
in Michigan. (Mercedes Robertson) 

While Jason and Nick may have had their squabbles growing up, family 
always came first. 

“My parents said, 'We're all a team,’ us siblings, so if I do something 
wrong, or I screw up, we're all getting punished. It's not just me. It's 
everyone else,” said Nick, 19, the youngest of Mercedes and Hugh’s four 
kids (three boys, two girls). 

It was one for all, and all for one. Case in point: the family’s decision to 
uproot from Los Angeles to Michigan. 

It was actually Michael, 22, the eldest son, who got the Robertsons 
hooked on hockey. When he was a toddler, the family attended a junior 
game in Colorado, and Michael was mesmerized, “tracking” the action 
non-stop. 

Hugh and Mercedes proceeded to enroll Michael, and each child 
thereafter, in skating lessons, with their passion for the sport taking 
another leap when the Robertsons became season-ticket holders for the 
Los Angeles Kings in the early aughts. 

It wasn’t long before all three Robertson sons were deeply involved in 
competitive hockey, with the hours in the family RV or on flights, to 
distant cities like Chicago and Winnipeg, becoming overwhelming. 

“I'd … meet (Mercedes) at the airport, we change kids. I take the one she 
just brought back home and give her another one,” recalled Hugh, who 
stayed in L.A. to work at his law firm. 

So in 2010, the family packed up and moved to Michigan. With Mercedes 
going to settle in with the kids first and becoming a full-time hockey mom, 
and Hugh initially commuting in on weekends. 

“This experience, this journey … it wouldn't have happened if not for the 
tight-knit family that we have and all the sacrifices that everyone has 
made,” said Jason. 

The emphasis on family-first can be attributed, in large part, to Mercedes. 
The youngest of six siblings, Mercedes moved to L.A. from Manila at the 
age of three as her parents fled the dictatorship of Ferdinand Marcos and 
came to the U.S. in search of greater opportunities. 

The move came at the cost of her father’s career as a lawyer, who 
couldn’t practice in the U.S. without returning to school, forcing him to 
take on work as a taxi driver and a title insurance officer — always 
working at least two jobs, sometimes three on weekends — to provide for 
his kids. 

“It's not all about what you're doing, it's what the family is doing 
collectively. Because that's what makes us stronger: how we're all doing 
together and how we're all kind of trying to elevate each other,” said 
Mercedes. 

That lesson’s been particularly important amid the COVID-19 pandemic 
with the family scattered across North America. 

“I really tried to instill with them throughout that they have to keep the line 
of communication open, because if you don't establish that young in life, 
when they are going to be too busy as adults that could easily get away 
from them,” said Mercedes. 

“And I just love that when I tell them, ‘Hey, we try to keep them updated 
on everybody's lives, whether they ask or they don't, it doesn't matter — 
they need to know.’” 

While he FaceTimes his mom “two times a day,” — often just to catch a 
glimpse of the family’s black lab, Cass — it’s been nearly a year since 
Nick saw his family as he chases his NHL dreams with the Maple Leafs 
in Canada. 

The extended separation was no more poignant than last fall when Nick 
missed U.S. Thanksgiving at home, an event that’s become the family’s 

“most important day of the year.” It was on that day in 2001 that Nick — 
born three months premature on September 11, weighing just three 
pounds and two ounces and needing life-saving steroid shots to open up 
his lungs — finally came home from the hospital. 

“That was obviously pretty tough. My brother was there too, my family, 
my sister and everyone came over — girlfriends and everything — and I 
think I  

Nick and Jason have tried to support each other as they’ve both gone 
through their ups and downs over the course of the past year. 

Jason made his NHL debut in 2020 for Dallas, but only suited up for 
three games before languishing in the bubble and then shuttling back 
and forth between the taxi squad this season until he made the big club 
for good on Feb. 4. 

“I wasn't really concerned,” said Nick, comparing his brother’s struggles 
to get in the Stars’ lineup to a similar stint on the sidelines with the 
Kingston Frontenacs. 

“I knew he was just waiting for his time and, obviously, the rest is history.” 

Nick, on the other hand, cracked the Leafs’ lineup for four games in the 
bubble and scored his aforementioned “floater,” but suffered a knee 
injury just a few shifts into his 2020-21 regular-season debut and later re-
aggravated an adductor issue that he’d been dealing with since training 
camp. He said it’s been hard to build momentum and felt like he’s had 
“three season openers,” one with the Leafs and two with the Marlies. He 
has a single assist in limited minutes across six NHL games, and 12 
points in 16 AHL games. 

“I know he did his best to keep upbeat and be ready to go,” said Jason, 
who spent 60 games in the AHL last season, putting up 25 goals and 22 
assists. 

And while Jason may be a step ahead in his NHL career right now, and 
Nick is happy to see him “tearing it up,” if he has it his way, he’ll be 
closing that gap soon enough. 

“I mean, it's kind of like, 'Oh, I need to catch up.’ I'll eventually get there, 
but it's nice,” Nick admitted with a laugh. 
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TSN.CA /  

Rangers call for Parros’ firing over Wilson ruling: NHL justice system 
heading for overhaul? 

 

By Frank Seravalli 

 

The first: Wilson mockingly flexing in the penalty box after injuring Artemi 
Panarin. 

The message was clear. Throw out the stories about Wilson changing his 
game and rehabilitating his image as hockey’s human predator missile. 
Wilson’s Incredible Hulk impression told everyone that he’s a player with 
no interest in backing off a line he has historically straddled. 

The second: a screenshot of Washington’s since-deleted tweet from the 
club’s official account which said “@Capitals chooses Violence,” along 
with a graphic of Wilson intimating that he lives in opponent’s heads’ 
“rent free." 

On Tuesday night, the Rangers fired back with a public statement, 
leaving zero doubt as to their stance on the subject. 

Never before has the NHL’s Department of Player Safety been so 
pointedly targeted by a club in such a manner.  
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"The New York Rangers are extremely disappointed that Capitals forward 
Tom Wilson was not suspended for his horrifying act of violence last 
night at Madison Square Garden. Wilson is a repeat offender with a long 
history of these type of acts and we find it shocking that the NHL and 
their Department of Player Safety failed to take the appropriate action 
and suspend him indefinitely. Wilson’s dangerous and reckless actions 
caused an injury to Artemi Panarin that will prevent him from playing 
again this season. 

“We view this as a dereliction of duty by NHL Head of Player Safety, 
George Parros, and believe he is unfit to continue in his current role." 

A Capitals spokesperson said the team will not be responding to the 
Rangers' statement, according to the Washington Post. 

The Capitals took down their tweet, but their actions and words offered 
full-throated support for Wilson that was already apparent earlier that 
night. 

After 14 minutes in the penalty box, including a 10-minute misconduct 
and two minor roughing penalties for manhandling Panarin and punching 
Pavel Buchnevich, Wilson skated a regular shift in the third period – 
scoring an empty net goal to add insult into injury. 

Coach Peter Laviolette said post-game: “I thought it was just a scrum. 
Some physical play … it happens a lot.” 

Laviolette let slip a golden opportunity to send a message that antics that 
hurt the team won’t be tolerated. Laviolette scratched Evgeny Kuznetsov 
and Ilya Samsonov for Monday's game reportedly for being late for a 
team function. Wilson has been suspended five times for a total of 28 
games during his controversial career. 

On Tuesday, the Department of Player Safety opted to not suspend 
Wilson for a sixth time, instead fining him $5,000 – the maximum allowed 
under the Collective Bargaining Agreement – for roughing Buchnevich. 
There was no supplemental discipline for his takedown of Panarin, who 
will miss the final three games of the season as a result of the injury he 
sustained in the ugly episode. 

Wilson has now forfeited $1,296,456.50 in salary to the NHL’s 
Emergency Assistance Fund as a result of supplemental discipline, all 
over the last four calendar years. 

Based on his $5.17-million salary cap hit, Wilson earned more than 
enough money ($21,527) during his 14 minutes in the box to pay the 
$5,000 fine. 

Rangers forward Ryan Strome told reporters Tuesday: “I think it’s a joke, 
to be honest with you … I think it sends a bad message, in my opinion. I 
think everyone pretty much agrees with that. And I just think that the 
league missed one here big time … As players, you want the league to 
have your back in those situations, and I think a lot of guys in our 
dressing room just feel like they didn’t.” 

“A line was crossed,” Rangers coach David Quinn said. “Guy didn’t have 
his helmet on, vulnerable, he got hurt. To me, it was an awful lot there to 
suspend him.” 

Exactly why the Department of Player Safety decided not to suspend 
Wilson isn’t known for certainty. The Department of Player Safety doesn’t 
comment on incidents that don’t, in its view, rise to the level of a 
suspension. 

Clearly, the NHL's response was more in line with Laviolette’s take – a 
scrum gone bad - than the outrage heard in many quarters. 

The belief is the Department of Player Safety would have had more 
ground to suspend Wilson if his punch landed squarely to the back of 
Buchnevich’s head, instead of his shoulder or neck area. 

That Panarin was a willing participant in the wrestling match with Wilson 
– he jumped into the fray of his own volition to defend Buchnevich – was 
most certainly a factor. That Panarin’s helmet fell off – making the 
situation infinitely more dangerous – apparently didn’t factor into the 
decision-making. 

Sources said the NHL found no evidence of Wilson pulling Panarin’s hair 
to initiate the takedown, as some slow-mo social media posts may have 
suggested. And when watched in real time, the Department of Player 

Safety viewed the sequence as no different than hundreds that happen 
throughout the course of a season. 

And that is what is so confounding about how the NHL metes out justice 
– even as it relates to Wilson. 

Two months ago, the NHL broke precedent and suspended Wilson for 
seven games, making him the first player in the history of the league to 
be banned for boarding on a hit that was not from behind. 

Rather than abide by the precedent and rulebook for rationale not to 
suspend Wilson, the league found language that gave it an opening to 
suspend him. 

The same opening existed on Monday. The NHL chose not to walk 
through it. 

Now, with heat from one of the league’s most prominent and Original Six 
franchises, it remains to be seen whether the entire NHL justice process 
will be up for overhaul this off-season. 
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McDavid and Matthews in 'Magnificent' company this season 

 

By Steve Dryden 

 

Hockey’s new 3M Company is a conglomerate of super-scorers: Mario, 
McDavid and Matthews. 

Mario Lemieux has emerged from the history books to act as a 
measuring stick for the NHL’s current two most prodigious talents. 

McDavid is the NHL’s best player and Matthews the NHL’s best goal-
scorer. 

Between them, they are making a mockery of NHL scoring standards: 
McDavid has 27 points in his last 11 games and Matthews has 18 goals 
in his last 18 games. 

With 91 points in 50 games, McDavid has six games to score nine points 
and become the first player since Lemieux and Jaromir Jagr in 1995-96 
to reach the 100-point mark in 56 of fewer games. 

With 39 goals in 48 games, Matthews has the Leafs’ remaining four 
games to reach the 40-goal mark. 

McDavid scored twice, including an empty-netter, and assisted on two 
more goals Monday in a win over Vancouver. 

Meanwhile, Matthews extended his latest goal streak to four games with 
one goal in an overtime loss to Montreal. 

McDavid is in the midst of a stretch of utter team scoring dominance. 

With four points on five Oiler goals versus Vancouver, McDavid has 
earned points on 27 of Edmonton’s last 36 goals over 11 games. That 
represents a hand in 75 per cent of Oiler goals during that span. 

It raises his season total to points on 91 of the Oilers’ 163 goals or 55.8 
per cent. 

That trails only Lemieux during the NHL’s Modern Era (since 1943-44) for 
highest percentage of points vis-à-vis team goals in games the player 
appeared, according to Randy Robles of Elias Sports. 

Lemieux earned points on 199 of Pittsburgh’s 336 goals (59.2 per cent) 
in 1988-89 and, virtually mirrored McDavid’s totals this season, 91 of 160 
goals (56.9 per cent), in 2002-03. 

Not surprisingly, Lemieux is also the standard-bearer for goal-scoring 
productivity from recent times. 
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Wayne Gretzky holds the all-time mark of 1.18 goals per game (87 in 74 
games, 1983-84) and shares the second-highest mark with Lemieux. 
Both had seasons averaging 1.15 goals per game – Gretzky in 1981-82 
(92 in 80 games) and Lemieux in (69 in 60 games) in 1992-93. 

But over the past 25 seasons, only Lemieux has approached goal-per-
game status and that was in 1995-96, the highest-scoring season of the 
past quarter-century with teams averaging 6.28 goals per game. 

Lemieux had 69 goals in 70 games or 0.99 goals per game. 

Matthews’ 39 goals in 48 games translate to 0.81 goals per game, 
equalling Lemieux’s mark in 2000-01 when Lemieux scored 35 goals in 
43 games. 

The Leaf centre, Lemieux and Alex Ovechkin are the only four players to 
reach 0.79 or better the past 25 seasons. 

Matthews is scoring at a 67-goal full season pace, the highest since 
Ovechkin scored 65 goals in 2007-08. 
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USA TODAY / 'Gutless terrible hockey:' Former tough guy John Scott 
rips NHL for only fining Capitals' Tom Wilson 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

John Scott, a former NHL tough guy, says he used to respect 
Washington Capitals forward Tom Wilson for his on-the-edge physical 
style. 

But Scott said Wilson "crossed the line" Monday night with the "gutless 
terrible hockey" that precipitated a brawl against the New York Rangers 
and led to a season-ending injury to star Artemi Panarin. 

Scott was even more shocked that Wilson, who has a long history of 
disciplinary action, received only a $5,000 fine Tuesday from the NHL's 
Department of Player Safety. 

"What on earth is happening with the NHL right now?" Scott said. 
"(League disciplinarian) George Parros completely dropped the ball, he 
dropped his drawers, he dropped everything. 

"It was a joke of a fine. Listen, I love this kind of hockey, I think we all do, 
but what Tom did, there’s no excuse for that. It’s insane to me that he 
only got a $5,000 fine." 

The brawl began after Capitals goalie Vitek Vanecek made a save and 
players began shoving one another. Wilson punched a prone Pavel 
Buchnevich in the back of the head, the infraction that was cited for the 
fine, then later body-slammed Panarin to the ice, causing the forward to 
miss the rest of the game with a lower-body injury. 

Wilson received two roughing penalties and a 10-minute misconduct. 

"Shame on you, NHL, you should have (done) something to protect 
Panarin," said Scott, who has 36 NHL fights and several suspensions to 
his name during an eight-year NHL career, "and shame on Wilson, you 
ought to know better." 

Wilson was suspended for seven games earlier this season for a hit that 
caused Boston Bruins defenseman Brandon Carlo to spend a night in the 
hospital. During the 2018-19 preseason, he was suspended 20 games, 
though it was reduced to 14 upon a review by an independent arbitrator, 
for an illegal hit to the head of St. Louis Blues center Oskar Sundqvist. 
That marked his fourth suspension in 105 games. 

Scott was concerned about the precedent that the NHL was sending to 
other players by levying only a fine. 

"What this means, it’s fair game, baby, in any scrum," he said, adding, "If 
you go into a scrum anywhere on the ice and you see a star player, I’m 
throwing sucker punches, I’m grabbing this guy, I’m twisting ankles, I’m 
doing whatever I can because the worst thing that’s going to happen to 
me is a $5,000 (fine) because I don’t see anyone doing more than what 
Tom Wilson did to Panarin." 

The fine means Wilson will be available to play in Wednesday's game 
against the Rangers, and their team is unhappy with the league's 
response. 

"Anybody in hockey, and certainly everybody in our organization, is very 
disappointed," Rangers coach David Quinn said. "A line was crossed. 
(Panarin) didn’t have his helmet on. He was vulnerable and he got hurt. 
To me, there was an awful lot there to suspend him." 
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USA TODAY / NHL fines Washington Capitals' Tom Wilson $5,000 for 
instigating massive brawl against New York Rangers 

 

Lorenzo Reyes 

USA TODAY 

 

The NHL Department of Player Safety fined Capitals forward Tom Wilson 
$5,000 after he set off a massive brawl Monday night during 
Washington's 6-3 victory against the New York Rangers. 

The fine is the maximum allowable amount under the collective 
bargaining agreement, though there was no mention of any potential 
suspension for Wilson's role in instigating the fight. 

The incident happened in the second period after Capitals goalie Vitek 
Vanecek made a save. Several players jostled for position in the crease 
and Rangers right wing Pavel Buchnevich fell to the ice. Wilson punched 
Buchnevich in the back of the head while he was prone. Wilson followed 
that up by body-slamming Artemi Panarin, who had lost his helmet, to the 
ice as other players and referees got involved to break up the fight. 

Wilson received a 10-minute misconduct penalty and four minutes for 
roughing and, once he entered the penalty box, he flexed in a taunting 
gesture. 

The league said the fine was for roughing Buchnevich. 

"We all saw it, and there are lines that can't be crossed in this game," 
Rangers coach David Quinn said after the game. "To me, it's just zero 
respect for the game, in general. You get one of the star players in this 
league now, who could have got seriously, seriously hurt in that incident. 
... It happens time and time again with him, and it's just totally 
unnecessary." 

After the scrum, Panarin did not return with a lower-body injury. Quinn 
said Tuesday that Panarin would miss the rest of the season. 

This is just the latest run-in Wilson has had in his eight-year career in the 
NHL with the Department of Player Safety. In March, the league 
suspended him seven games after he slammed the Boston Bruins' 
Brandon Carlo into the boards, forcing the defenseman to spend a night 
in the hospital. 

During the 2018-19 preseason, Wilson was suspended 20 games, 
though it was reduced to 14 upon a review by an independent arbitrator, 
for an illegal hit to the head of St. Louis Blues center Oskar Sundqvist. 
That marked his fourth suspension in 105 games. 
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USA TODAY / Capitals forward TJ Oshie announces death of father, 
Tim; they shared special moment after 2018 Stanley Cup win 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

TJ Oshie's emotional interview about his father and their embrace was 
one of the most memorable moments of the Washington Capitals' on-ice 
celebration of their Stanley Cup championship in 2018. 

Tuesday morning, Oshie announced that his father, Tim, who had been 
diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease in 2012, had died. 

"It’s with a heavy heart today that my family mourns the passing of my 
Dad 'Coach Oshie,' " the Capitals forward tweeted. "Coach lived life to 
the fullest and was unanimously loved by everyone who met him. Thanks 
to all the family and friends for their support. Heaven received a legend 
today. #RIPCoachOsh" 

Oshie had missed Monday's victory against the New York Rangers. 

The 2018 championship was the first for the Capitals and for Oshie, who 
was drafted in the first round by the St. Louis Blues in 2005 and came to 
Washington in a 2015 trade. 

Interviewed by NBCSN on the ice after the Game 5 victory against the 
Vegas Golden Knights, he teared up as he mentioned his father being 
there to celebrate with him. 

“My dad. Oh boy. He doesn’t remember a lot of stuff these days,” he 
said. “But he remembers enough. I tell you what —  he’s here tonight. I 
don't know where he's at. But this one will stick with him forever. You can 
guarantee that.” 
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