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Fans have clamored to see this line. Now it has the Canes on a 5-game win streak.  

By Chip Alexander  

Jaccob Slavin called Teuvo Teravainen the “mad Finn” on 
Tuesday, but the Carolina Hurricanes defenseman meant it 
in a good way. 

It’s just that Teravainen, in what has been a disjointed 
season, after being sidelined with COVID-19 and then a 
concussion, is back and seemingly playing with a Finnish 
vengeance. He has as steely a glint as the winger can get in 
those blue eyes. 

“All the guys, we’re just try to get him to smile,” Slavin joked. 
“When he’s playing good hockey, that’s when that’s 
happening. When he’s scoring goals we give him a hard time 
about trying to hold back the smile.” 

Not only is Teravainen back, he’s on a line with Sebastian 
Aho and Andrei Svechnikov. It’s the line so many Canes fans 
have clamored to see and that opposing coaches and teams 
likely don’t want to face -- the band back together again. 

Against the Chicago Blackhawks on Tuesday, Svechnikov 
had two goals and an assist. Teravainen had a goal and two 
assists. Aho had a pair of assists, making it eight points for 
the top line in a 6-3 victory that secured the Canes (36-10-7) 
home-ice advantage for at least the first round of the Stanley 
Cup playoffs. 

“He makes players around him better, clearly,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said of Teravainen. “He has since day one 
being here. I think that was really evident tonight, obviously. 
He’s a big part of what we’ve got to do.” 

Back in the lineup 

After missing 32 of 33 games recovering from the 
concussion, Teravainen went back into the lineup April 27 
against the Dallas Stars. In five games, he has three goals 
and three assists. Aho, who had a hat trick Monday against 
Chicago, has four goals and seven assists, and Svechnikov 
two goals and seven assists. 

The Canes have a five-game winning streak. Yes, there is a 
correlation.  

“Across the board for their line they’re so skilled and they’re 
so fast,” Slavin said. “That makes it even harder. They’re not 
the biggest, not the most physical line, but their hockey 
sense is through the roof and obviously their skill is with the 
best of them.  

“You’ve got to try your best to take away their time and 
space and not let them come at you with speed. With their 
hockey sense it’s a tough task.” 

Brind’Amour began the season with Nino Niederreiter on 
Aho’s line with Teravainen, and with Svechnikov playing on 
Jordan Staal’s line. The coach wanted more balance with the 
lines, and playing on Aho’s line did help quickly jump-start 
Niederreiter’s impressive bounceback season. 

Then, COVID-19 issues. Teravainen, who had played 271 
consecutive games, went into quarantine Jan. 19 and missed 
three games.  

Once back, he played nine games -- with a goal and three 
assists against Columbus on Feb. 15 -- before being hit by 
Chicago’s Nikita Zadorov, a 6-foot-6, 235-pound 
defenseman, in the Feb. 19 game. The hit was clean and 
Teravainen left concussed. 

Teravainen sat out seven games before playing March 4 
against Detroit. With the state’s COVID restrictions eased, 
Canes fans again could attend at PNC Arena and many fans 
were excited to see Teravainen with Aho and Svechnikov. 

At least for one game. Teravainen, saying he didn’t feel right, 
would miss the next 25 games -- a tough, challenging time 
for the Finn. 

Teravainen says he feels ‘pretty good’ 

Teravainen scored his first goal since Feb. 15 last Thursday 
against Detroit at PNC Arena, his second game back. On 
Saturday, he scored when he stepped into a one-timer 
against Columbus, a shot that had a lot of that “mad Finn” in 
it. 

“He’s so unselfish and we love him for that, but he’s got a 
good shot,” Brind’Amour said.  

Teravainen’s goal Tuesday came on a quick shot between 
the circles after a pass from Aho. He earned his first assist 
by winning a faceoff on a set play that led to Svechnikov’s 
first goal, then the second with a quick touch pass out of the 
neutral zone to spring Svechnikov. 

“I’ve played with ‘Turbo’ pretty much my whole NHL career 
and it’s always been easy to play with him,” Aho, who has a 
nine-game point streak, said Monday. “Andrei’s a great 
player, great skater, makes plays. It’s fun to play with them. I 
think we have pretty good chemistry.” 

After Tuesday’s game, Teravainen was asked if he felt “100 
percent back” in terms of his timing. 

“I don’t know if I’m ever 100 percent,” he said. “I always want 
to be better. But I feel pretty good. Of course we have a 
couple more games, and these are good games for me to 
get to my game and get my feel for the puck. It’s been good, 
I think.” 

Teravainen said that as if holding back a smile. As Slavin 
might say, that’s a good sign. 

Of note 

The Canes on Wednesday recalled defenseman Roland 
McKeown, who has been on loan to Skelleftea AIK of the 
Swedish Hockey League, and assigned him to the taxi 
squad. McKeown played 24 SHL games. 
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. Chicago Blackhawks 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

Watch: BSSO (Bally)

 

Good habits SZN: The Hurricanes aren’t letting up down the stretch 

By Sara Civian 

In case you haven’t heard, the Carolina Hurricanes were the 
first team in the Central Division to clinch a playoff berth. 
This purgatory between clinching playoffs and the actual 
playoffs isn’t exactly familiar territory around here, so Good 
Samaritans like you and me were starting to wonder what 
really happens in these last handful of games before 
everything really matters. 

I really dropped the ball here. I should’ve prepared Canes 
Twitter for the pre-playoffs — aka lowkey one of the worst 
times to Be Online — where the intersection of boredom and 
anxiety takes hold. Playoffs-clinched-Twitter is nowhere near 
as insufferable as questionable-hit-during-playoffs Twitter or 
Tom Wilson-discourse Twitter, don’t get me wrong. 

And clinching the playoffs with weeks of games in hand 
obviously has its perks that greatly outweigh the cons — 
more special teams reps, more opportunity to get “banged 
up” players some rest without serious repercussions, more 
goalie clarity. For the media and fans, though, it feels a bit 
like when you start dating someone and the honeymoon 
period fades into the things you feel like you need to figure 
out before you spend the rest of your life with this stranger.  

Are they going to act this sweet forever? 

What are they hiding? 

Why are there suddenly 5,000 goalies in my living room, and 
which one is the best? Is this goalie Bachelorette? 

The Vibe Check Tuesday evening after a 6-3 win, a 9-0-3 
recent record, a 12-game point streak and home ice clinched 
was hilarious because of this dynamic. 

Happy? Happy. 

It’s an entirely different world for the Canes themselves, who 
do not consider this period of time purgatory at all. Elite 
competitors are elite competitors, and they scoff at the notion 
that they would try to tone it down in this stretch. 

Vincent Trocheck first highlighted the importance of habits 
headed into the playoffs before Monday’s win. 

“I don’t think anybody on this team’s thinking ‘be careful’ 
going into a hockey game — there’s a lot on the line,” he 
said. “We’re trying to win every game going down the stretch, 
here. Nobody wants to create bad habits going into the 
playoffs. ‘Being careful’ is definitely creating a bad habit. 
Everybody’s going to be coming to play just like they would 
the rest of the regular season.” 

“Totally,” Rod Brind’Amour agreed. “That’s the whole name 
of the game right now. Human nature would be easy to let off 

the gas. We push so hard, got to get in the playoffs, then 
you’re in and we have to keep getting better. You get to the 
playoffs, you can’t have bad habits, you can’t have things 
creep into your game. I give those guys a lot of credit. These 
last three games, it hasn’t been picture-perfect, but we 
certainly haven’t come off the gas at all. That’s on those 
guys, doing a great job.” 

The Canes are arguably the best team in the NHL for a 
reason, and you can Google “NHL standings” if you don’t 
believe me. 

 This final (can I get an Amen?) back-to-back of the 
regular season featured one outright thrashing and 
one come-from-behind win, and I guess it summed 
up what makes this Canes team different from the 
past. In the past, that thrashing would have been a 
closer win and Tuesday would have been a loss. 
The difference? Talent. And … 

 Fine, we’ll talk about goaltending. I saw some 
debate floating around about why Brind’Amour 
“wouldn’t name a No. 1 starter” after Alex 
Nedeljkovic crushed it once again in Monday’s 5-2 
win. First of all, here’s the quote when he was 
asked if he considers Nedeljkovic the starter: “I 
don’t know if I’d say that. I think we have three 
guys, like I’ve said all year. He’s definitely proven to 
be in the mix. I have all the faith in the world in him. 
Do we say he’s our No. 1? I’ve got all three guys in 
that position. Obviously only one’s going to get to 
play here at some point, but he’s definitely in the 
mix.” Second of all, put yourself in his shoes. What 
is the benefit of declaring anyone a starter? You 
know how fast these things evolve, and whoever 
Brind’Amour considers the “starter” right now could 
easily change, like, four games down the road and 
then he looks bad for saying anything. Third of all, it 
might create unnecessary tension. Finally of all, 
Brind’Amour has said many times before that he 
trusts the goaltending coaches with the brunt of 
these decisions — this has to factor in. I actually 
caught up with new goalie coach Paul Schonfelder 
for an unrelated story today, but I got his opinion on 
this.”When we first met, going back to before the 
season, he’s made it clear that he trusts me,” 
Schonfelder said. “It’s ‘You deal with the goalies 
and do whatever you need to do to make sure 
they’re ready.’ He’s got a lot of shit on his plate, I 
think if I can come in and he doesn’t have to worry 
about what I’m doing with the goalies it works out 
well.”I think that settles that. 
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 Sebastian Aho’s fourth career hat trick Monday was 
nice, but I thought Tuesday night showed more 
about his character. He gaffed on a pass that led to 
a Blackhawks shorthanded goal then made it his life 
mission to feed Teuvo Teravainen for the 4-2 lead. I 
asked Brind’Amour Monday what his favorite thing 
about coaching Aho is and now it feels like 
foreshadowing: “He’s very competitive. I love that 
about him,” he said. “And I think his overall game 
has gotten better. Just watching him grow as a 
player has been, really, a pleasure.” It seems like 
every (rare) time Aho makes a costly mistake, he 
somehow makes up for it. It all factors into what is 
becoming his main characteristic — consistency. 
He’s got 57 points (24 goals) and is a plus-20 in 53 
games. Remember when people doubted he could 
handle center? Try 1C. 

 Teravainen has six points in five games since his 
return, which would be run-of-the-mill for Turbo if it 
wasn’t for the three goals. Not only has he been 
scoring, but he’s been shooting to score. “The ones 
that he’s shot, there was no choice,” Brind’Amour 
said, laughing, when I asked what’s gotten into 
Teravainen. “He had a couple on the power play. I’d 
like to see him pull the trigger on the 5-on-3. He’s 
always looking to make that play. He’s so unselfish, 
and we love him for that. But he’s got a good shot. 
He’s a complete player.” “He’s a mad Finn,” Jaccob 
Slavin jokingly offered. “No, I don’t know. He’s a 
great player. He can put the puck in the net, 
obviously. All the guys, we just try to get that guy to 
smile. When he’s playing good hockey, that’s when 
that’s happening. When he’s scoring goals we give 
him a hard time about trying to hold back the smile.” 
I will say, it’s no coincidence that Aho had a career-
high nine shots on his hat trick night, right as his 
wingman was returning to form. 

 Not to toot my own horn, but I did say last week that 
Andrei Svechnikov was on to something. His two 
goals Tuesday have him at nine points and two 
goals in his last five games, but this is one of those 
situations where the assists have actually been 
better than the goals. And for the record, this wasn’t 
just a baseless prediction — Svechnikov is a person 
and a player with his heart on his sleeve, and it’s 
part of the reason for the chicken-and-egg penalty 
trouble all season, but it’s also behind his best trait. 
At his best, you can clearly see him charging down 
the ice toward the net and you will be able to do 
absolutely nothing about it. From there, he will 
either dish the puck to a player behind him or score 
if there’s an option, and again, there’s nothing you 

can do about it. On Tuesday he chose scoring.”He 
wants to learn, and he’s such a good kid, 
“Brind’Amour said. “I think what’s helped is 
(Teravainen) coming back clearly makes that whole 
line go. When he picks it up a little bit, now that 
confidence, you can see, he’s feeling it again. So 
hopefully that continues. Because obviously when 
he’s on, he’s pretty unstoppable.” 

 It’s theoretically stupid to dish out combined line 
stats with little context, but I, too, am theoretically 
stupid so I’m going to do it. Nine goals and 17 
points for the SAT line in the five games since 
Teravainen’s return. After Teravainen’s first game 
back I asked Brind’Amour to walk us through his 
decision to toss Teravainen right back on the first 
line after missing so many games.”I know he’s been 
working out and skating for a long, long time,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Where are you going to put him? 
Play him a few minutes? No, he wants to play. I 
know from coming off injuries, you get ready to play 
then put me back to what I was doing. And that’s 
kind of what I felt. You monitor, you look at him. He 
obviously was doing it right so he could handle it. 
We still haven’t really upped his minutes on the 
penalty kill yet, we’ll probably gradually work that in 
so he’s not overwhelmed, but he can handle 
whatever we throw at him.” That’s more 
complicated than he’s making it seem and needs to 
factor into his Jack Adams campaign, but we’ll get 
into that later. 

 You really can’t out pizza the hut. 

 Quotes of the week: Martin Necas after scoring for 
the first time in 11 games: “I mean I sucked for the 
last couple games, I’ve got to say that. So it’s good 
to get myself going again. I felt way better today. I 
tried to get involved, make some plays. On the goal, 
(Nino Niederreiter) screened the goalie good, and 
we had a few more chances, so let’s try to keep it 
going.” Brind’Amour on Necas saying he sucked: 
“Yeah, 100 percent. I think he had a good word for 
it. You have to be able to self-evaluate your game. 
You don’t need me always telling you, or the 
coaches telling you how to play. You should know. 
You come off, the game’s over, you look in the 
mirror and you know. That’s good on him, he’ll 
bounce back, and we need him obviously going 
down the stretch and in the playoffs.” 

 I’m returning to this game coverage format for the 
playoffs and this was basically getting my reps in. 
Do we like it? What do we want to see more of?
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The man behind the Hurricanes’ masked men 

Hurricanes first-year goalie coach Paul Schonfelder has 
Carolina’s netminders — particularly longtime pupil Alex 
Nedeljkovic — thriving 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Paul Schonfelder probably knew his playing 
career was coming to an end when his stint with the Cape 
Fear FireAntz was followed by stops with teams named the 
IceHogs and Mudbugs. 

No matter — he had a fallback plan. 

“I always had a background in coaching,” the Hurricanes’ 
first-year goalie coach said. “And it was something I was 
passionate about. When I stopped playing, I went right into 
coaching.” 

Schonfelder might be one of the few new faces in Raleigh 
this season, but familiarity has certainly played a role in his 
contributions to this year’s team. 

After years of doing private lessons and coaching in the 
Canadian and U.S. college ranks, Schonfelder got his break 
when he was hired by the Ontario Hockey League’s Ottawa 
67’s, where he had played parts of three junior seasons. 
That led to high-profile opportunities with Hockey Canada. 

Eventually, NHL teams came calling — and seemingly all at 
once. 

“I got four phone calls within the span of like six hours from 
four different teams asking if I was interested in the 
development job,” the 40-year-old Schonfelder said of the 
summer of 2017. 

Carolina was the only team with which he didn’t have any 
ties, but he did know the team’s top goalie prospect. 

“When I was in Ottawa, I saw quite a bit of Ned,” Schonfelder 
said of goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, the 2014 second-round pick 
and former OHL star who was in his second pro season. 
“And, obviously, he was a star in junior and I knew what he 
was kind of all about. … He was kind of my main guy that I’d 
be working with. So it all just lined up. I had a good feeling, 
so that was that. I accepted the job and away you go.” 

Schonfelder left behind the marathon days he was putting in 
as both a junior coach and doing private lessons to focus on 
the development job, splitting time between the American 
Hockey League’s Charlotte Checkers and with his wife and 
young daughter back in Ottawa while keeping tabs on all of 
the Hurricanes’ goalie prospects sprinkled throughout North 
America. 

But Nedeljkovic was his main focus. 

“When he was able to be there, he was putting in the work 
and looking at video just like we’re doing now,” Nedeljkovic 
said. “Even when he wasn’t there, he was watching video, 
watching games and sending me clips.” 

Under Schonfelder’s tutelage, Nedeljkovic was named the 
AHL’s top goalie for the 2018-19 season with the Checkers, 
and the duo won a Calder Cup together that year. 

When Carolina switched its AHL affiliation to Chicago before 
this season, the organization moved Jason Muzzatti to its 
development role and promoted Schonfelder to the NHL 
team. 

“The changing of the minor league team, the location of that, 
[Muzzatti] actually lives a lot closer to [Chicago],” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of the flip. “There were just a lot of things 
that made that move. I think the relationship that Paul has 
with Ned didn’t hurt that.” 

The young goalie found himself in a three-way competition 
and on waivers this season, and Schonfelder was tasked 
with managing the trio that also includes Petr Mrazek and 
James Reimer, serving as coach and “sounding board” for 
the members of the crowded crease. 

Having Schonfelder — who calls his approach “open-
minded” — with him in Raleigh helped Nedeljkovic stay 
patient and wait for his chance. 

“He always helped me get better, and you can’t ask for much 
more,” Nedeljkovic said. “I really appreciate everything he’s 
done for me. It’s been fun to grow and progress, and for both 
of us to take the jump together and to do this has been 
awesome.” 

The wait was worth it. Nedeljkovic is 15-4-3 with an NHL-
best 1.89 goals-against average and .932 save percentage 
among goalies with at least 11 starts, and he is a candidate 
for the Calder Trophy given to the NHL’s top rookie. 

“Now that he’s actually getting the opportunity, he’s taken 
advantage of it,” Schonfelder said of Nedeljkovic. “He’s 
prepared himself and, so far, it’s been really good for him.” 

The same goes for other Hurricanes players on that 
Checkers championship team — Jake Bean, Morgan 
Geekie, Martin Necas and Steven Lorentz — who have all 
carved out roles on this year’s NHL squad. 

“When you win a championship with people, it’s a special 
bond, right?” Schonfelder said. “And when you have that 
special bond, that championship, anybody that gets 
rewarded and moves on and is in a better place, you’re 
super happy to see it.” 
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Schonfelder now has a chance to make even more bonds 
with a championship-level team, this time for hockey’s top 
prize. 

“The culture that we have here now — I haven’t been around 
a long time, but I’ve been around enough to realize a bad 
one and a really good one,” Schonfelder said. “What Rod’s 
done with this team and the culture is first-class. … 
Everybody’s pulling the rope in the right direction.”

 

 

What's On the Line in the Canes' Last Three Regular-Season Games 

Canes could secure divisional title, Presidents' Trophy 

By Michael Smith 

There were eight games left in the 2020-21 regular season 
when the Carolina Hurricanes clinched their third 
consecutive playoff berth. 

That's almost 15% of this year's 56-game slate, a luxury of 
which the Canes really haven't experienced since 2005-06, 
when they secured a playoff spot atop the Southeast Division 
with 11 games left in the regular season. 

Since the Canes punched their return ticket to the playoffs in 
Dallas on Monday, April 26 - the first time they've done so for 
three straight years in North Carolina - they've rattled off five 
straight victories to improve to a league-best 36-10-7. 

"We've got eight games left, and we're in the playoffs? Let's 
go. That's pretty impressive. Enough of the negative stuff. 
This group has worked their ass off all year," head coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said after clinching in Dallas. "We dug in, 
got a point and got in. We're not done." 

Qualifying for the playoffs was the first meaningful step in a 
larger journey that begins when the puck drops in Game 1 of 
the First Round. Until then, the Canes have three games left 
in the regular season - a home finale against Chicago 
followed by a two-game set in Nashville - and here's what's 
still on the line. 

First Place in the Central Division 

The Canes' magic number to clinch first place in the Central 
Division is three. That is to say that any combination of 
Carolina earning three points or the Tampa Bay Lightning 
losing three points means the Canes will win their first 
divisional title since 2005-06. 

If Tampa Bay fails to earn two points against the Dallas Stars 
on Wednesday night, the Canes could clinch the division as 
early as Thursday night against Chicago. 

Presidents' Trophy 

With 79 points in 53 games, the Canes sit atop the league 
standings and are in control of their own destiny to finish in 
that same spot and capture the first Presidents' Trophy in 
franchise history. 

"It's probably the most irrelevant trophy out there, right? 
You're not playing for that," Brind'Amour downplayed on 
Saturday. "That's not what we're trying to get. If it falls in our 
laps because we play well in the last five games, great. We 
want to get first in the division. That's the thing that's most 
important." 

Whether it's "cursed" - the last Presidents' Trophy winner to 
capture the Stanley Cup was Chicago in 2012-13, while 
every winner since has failed to advance beyond the second 
round, save the New York Rangers' run to the Eastern 
Conference Final in 2015 - is a fruitless, perennial debate, 
but guaranteeing home ice throughout the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs is certainly worth something. And, even if it's not 
THE trophy the Canes are after, it's still tangible validation 
for the success the team has had this season. 

Award Consideration 

You could make a legitimate argument for a handful of 
Canes to at the very least be considered for NHL awards this 
season. 

Brind'Amour for Jack Adams. Enough said. That should 
practically be a lock. Just look at what he's accomplished in 
his third year as the Canes's bench boss. 

Jordan Staal for Selke. He's got the offensive numbers this 
season to complement his stellar defensive play. 

"Yeah, obviously. I've been saying it for a long time," 
Brind'Amour stumped recently. "You do have to have the 
numbers. I get it. Clearly he does. Hopefully he'll get his 
due." 

Dougie Hamilton for Norris. At least from a goal-scoring 
standpoint (remember, this is a defenseman we're talking 
about), he might have had a slower start to his season with 
one goal in his first 25 games, but let's not ignore the 17 
assists he accumulated in the same stretch. In his last 28 
games? Nine goals and 15 assists, nearly a point-per-game 
player. He's certainly worked himself into the conversation. 

Alex Nedeljkovic for Calder. With the seasons Jason 
Robertson and Kirill Kaprizov have had, Nedeljkovic isn't 
going to win the Calder Trophy. But, that's not to say he 
shouldn't at least be considered as one of the three finalists. 
Nedeljkovic owns a 15-4-3 record and three shutouts. His 
1.89 goals-against average and .932 save percentage are 
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both tops in the NHL amongst goaltenders who have played 
at least 15 games. That's pretty good! 

Last but certainly not least: Jaccob Slavin for Lady Byng. 
He's taken a grand total of one penalty this season - and it 
was for delay of game! This is a defenseman who averages 

more than 23 minutes of ice time per game, and he's facing 
the best the Central Division has to offer. He's a defensive 
wizard, and yet he's been whistled for zero stick or 
obstruction infractions this entire season. That's gentlemanly 
conduct, indeed.

 

Preview: Blackhawks vs. Hurricanes 

Carolina hosts Chicago in regular season home finale 

By Michael Smith 

The home finale of the 2020-21 regular season features a 
third straight match-up between the Carolina Hurricanes and 
Chicago Blackhawks. 

The Match-Up 

Chicago Blackhawks (22-25-6, 50 points) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (36-10-7, 79 points) 

Thursday, May 6, 7 p.m. 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports app 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

Tracking the Storylines 

There's No Place Like Home: This marks the Canes' 28th 
and final home game of the regular season. The team has 
posted a remarkable 20-3-4 record at PNC Arena this 
season, an .815 points percentage that is bested only by the 
New York Islanders (20-3-3, .827). The Canes are 4-0-0 on 
this five-game homestand, and, no matter the opponent, the 
First Round of the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs will open at 
PNC Arena. 

Star Fish: The Central Division's Star of the Month for April 
has continued to put points on the scoresheet in May. 
Sebastian Aho is riding a season-long, nine-game point 
streak, during which he's recorded 17 points (6g, 11a). Only 
Connor McDavid has recorded more points (19) since April 
20. 

High IQ: When he returned to the lineup on April 27 in 
Dallas, Teuvo Teravainen was reunited on a line with Aho 
and Andrei Svechnikov. In the five games since, that 
dynamic trio has combined for 26 points (9g, 17a). 
Svechnikov has also tallied at least a point in each of those 
five games (2g, 7a). 

About Tuesday Night 

After finding themselves in a 2-0 hole heading into the 
second period, the Canes then scored four straight goals en 
route to a 6-3 win against the Blackhawks. The line of 
Svechnikov (2g, 1a), Aho (2a) and Teravainen (1g, 3a) led 
the way offensively for the Canes, while three other forwards, 
including Nno Niederreiter (2g), recorded multi-point nights. 

"It wasn't a great game tonight. We got by with a lot of good 
efforts," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "The talent we 
have on the team kind of won us this game.
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Super 16: Golden Knights No. 1, Panthers climb NHL.com power rankings 

Blues, Canadiens return; Capitals fall three spots 

By Dan Rosen 

The Vegas Golden Knights stayed No. 1 in the NHL.com 
Super 16 power rankings for a third straight week, edging the 
Carolina Hurricanes by one voting point. 

The Golden Knights and Hurricanes were each ranked first 
by six of the 14 participating staff members, but Vegas got 
the edge with five No. 2 votes. Carolina had four. 

The Washington Capitals dropped three spots to No. 8. The 
Nashville Predators moved up three to No. 13. 

The St. Louis Blues and Montreal Canadiens got back into 
the Super 16 after falling out last week. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members put together his or her version of 
what they think it should look like. Those were submitted and 
a point total assigned to each.  

The team that was selected first was given 16 points, second 
got 15, third 14 and so on down to No. 16, which got one 
point.  

Here is the Super 16: 

1. Vegas Golden Knights (37-13-2) 
Total points: 212 
Last week: No. 1 

The Golden Knights play their next three games at home, 
where they have won five in a row and are 19-4-2 with a 
plus-34 goal differential this season.  

2. Carolina Hurricanes (36-10-7) 
Total points: 211 
Last week: No. 2 

The Hurricanes have won five consecutive games, 
outscoring the opposition 21-8, and they're 9-0-3 in 12 
games since April 15. Center Sebastian Aho has scored 17 
points (six goals, 11 assists) in a nine-game point streak. 

3. Colorado Avalanche (34-13-4) 
Total points: 198 
Last week: No. 3 

The Avalanche reached 50 games with 34 wins, most in 
Colorado/Quebec Nordiques history through 50 games of a 
season. They got to 70 points in their 49th game, the fastest 
since 2000-01, when they did it in 48 games before winning 
the Stanley Cup. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (36-14-3) 
Total points: 188 
Last week: No. 4 

Steven Stamkos and Nikita Kucherov have been cleared for 
contact and returned to practice, but neither forward is 
expected to be ready to play until the start of the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. Kucherov hasn't played this season after having 
surgery on his right hip Dec. 29. Stamkos has been out with 
a lower-body injury sustained April 8. He scored 34 points 
(17 goals, 17 assists) in 38 games. 

5. Florida Panthers (35-14-5) 
Total points: 159 
Last week: No. 6 

The Panthers have won four games in a row and their 10 
overtime wins lead the NHL (10-3). 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins (35-16-3) 
Total points: 139 
Last week: No. 7 

Evgeni Malkin has three assists and six shots on goal in two 
games since returning after the center missed 23 games with 
a lower-body injury.  

7. Toronto Maple Leafs (33-13-6) 
Total points: 134 
Last week: No. 9 

The Maple Leafs have a point in six straight games (5-0-1) 
since losing five straight (0-3-2) from April 12-20. Auston 
Matthews has scored 18 goals in 18 games since March 27 
after the center went five straight without one. He leads the 
NHL with 39 goals. 

8. Washington Capitals (34-14-5) 
Total points: 128 
Last week: No. 5 

Alex Ovechkin has missed five of the past six games and 
played one shift totaling 39 seconds at the New York 
Rangers on Monday because of a lower-body injury. The 
forward is one goal from tying Marcel Dionne for fifth in NHL 
history (731). 

9. Minnesota Wild (33-14-5) 
Total points: 122 
Last week: No. 8 

The Wild are one of three teams (Boston Bruins, Pittsburgh 
Penguins) that have not lost more than two games in a row 
this season. They have four games remaining, two each 
against the Anaheim Ducks and St. Louis Blues. 
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10. Boston Bruins (31-14-7) 
Total points: 107 
Last week: No. 10 

The Bruins are 10-2-1 with a plus-23 goal differential (46-23) 
despite going 13.3 percent on the power play in 13 games 
since April 13. They're averaging 10 more shots on goal per 
game (36.6-26.6) than their opponents in the 13-game 
stretch. 

11. Edmonton Oilers (32-17-2) 
Total points: 85 
Last week: No. 12 

The Oilers have won three in a row, five of their past six, and 
14 of 20 (14-4-2) since March 17. Connor McDavid has 
scored an NHL-high 93 points (31 goals, 62 assists) in 51 
games, putting the center on a 102-point pace for the 
season. McDavid has scored at least two points in 29 
games. 

12. New York Islanders (31-16-6) 
Total points: 80 
Last week: No. 11 

The Islanders are 5-6-2 in 13 games since April 9 with their 
wins against the New York Rangers (four) and Philadelphia 
Flyers (one). Forward Josh Bailey has six assists in his past 
four games. 

13. Nashville Predators (29-23-2) 
Total points: 51 
Last week: No. 16 

The Predators have used 29 skaters in 26 games since 
March 15 because of injuries and climbed back into the 
playoff race in the Discover Central Division. They have used 
12 rookies this season, the most in one season in Nashville 
history. 

14. St. Louis Blues (24-19-8) 
Total points: 31 
Last week: NR 

The Blues are on a seven-game point streak (5-0-2). Center 
Ryan O'Reilly scored 11 points (six goals, five assists) in 
those games.  

15. Montreal Canadiens (24-19-9) 
Total points: 28 
Last week: No. 15 

The Canadiens had won three straight and four of five before 
losing 5-1 at the Ottawa Senators on Wednesday. Montreal 
has four games remaining, two each against the Maple Leafs 
and Oilers. 

16. Winnipeg Jets (28-21-3) 
Total points: 24 
Last week: No. 13 

The Jets clinched a playoff berth with a 4-0 win against the 
Calgary Flames on Wednesday. They were 1-for-3 on the 
power play after they were 1-for-19 during a seven-game 
losing streak. 

Others receiving points: Dallas Stars 5, Rangers 2 

Dropped out: Rangers (No. 14), Stars (No. 15) 

 HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. 
Minnesota Wild; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
11. Edmonton Oilers; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Montreal Canadiens; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. New 
York Islanders; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. Montreal 
Canadiens 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Florida Panthers; 
6. Minnesota Wild; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Edmonton Oilers; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Montreal Canadiens; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. 
Dallas Stars 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Colorado Avalanche; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. 
Washington Capitals; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Boston 
Bruins; 11. Edmonton Oilers; 12. New York Islanders; 13. 
Nashville Predators; 14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Montreal 
Canadiens; 16. Winnipeg Jets 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Minnesota Wild; 
6. Florida Panthers; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
New York Islanders; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Montreal Canadiens; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. 
Colorado Avalanche; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Washington 
Capitals; 6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. 
Boston Bruins; 9. Florida Panthers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Edmonton Oilers; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Winnipeg 
Jets; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. 
Colorado Avalanche; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Florida 
Panthers; 6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. 
Minnesota Wild; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. New York 
Islanders; 11. Boston Bruins; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. 
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Nashville Predators; 14. Winnipeg Jets; 15. Montreal 
Canadiens; 16. St. Louis Blues 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Florida 
Panthers; 6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. New 
York Islanders; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Minnesota Wild; 
11. Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. St. Louis 
Blues; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Montreal Canadiens; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. New 
York Islanders; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Winnipeg Jets; 15. Montreal Canadiens; 16. 
St. Louis Blues 

BILL PRICE 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Colorado Avalanche; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 6. Minnesota Wild; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. 
Washington Capitals; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Boston 
Bruins; 11. Edmonton Oilers; 12. New York Islanders; 13. 
Nashville Predators; 14. Montreal Canadiens; 15. St. Louis 
Blues; 16. Winnipeg Jets 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Pittsburgh 

Penguins; 6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Edmonton Oilers; 8. 
Florida Panthers; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. New York 
Islanders; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. 
Dallas Stars 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Minnesota Wild; 
6. Florida Panthers; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Boston 
Bruins; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. 
Edmonton Oilers; 12. New York Islanders; 13. St. Louis 
Blues; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Montreal Canadiens; 16. 
Dallas Stars 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Florida Panthers; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Edmonton Oilers; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Winnipeg Jets; 15. Montreal Canadiens; 16. 
St. Louis Blues 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. New York Islanders; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Montreal Canadiens; 15. New York Rangers; 
16. Dallas Stars
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Central Division Weekly Roundup: It’s the Final Countdown  

Heading into the final week of the season the Carolina 
Hurricanes have a 95% chance to win the division. 

By Zeke Lukow  

1. Carolina Hurricanes: .745 P% (36-10-7) 79 Points 

We know that Jordan Martinook and Cedric Paquette will 
return to the fourth line when healthy but the bigger question 
is what to do with Brock McGinn. Rod Brind’Amour has had 
the tendency to overplay McGinn in the lineup, but which of 
the top three lines gets broken up for his return? The SAT 
line has shown how electric a line it can be with three skill 
players. The SAT line has been incredible since Teuvo 
Teravainen returned to the lineup.  

Since Teravainen’s return in late April, Sebastian Aho has 
scored the second-most points in the league, behind only 
Connor McDavid. The line has combined for nine goals in 
five games, all three scoring over a point per game pace. On 
Monday, the Canes also got forward Jesper Fast back to the 
third line, meaning the top nine is likely back to full strength. 
The third line has been the most improved line with Warren 
Foegele absolutely buzzing with three points in the last five 
games. He has looked to be re-energized playing with a ton 
of speed and has been positively impacting the game like he 
was two years ago. 

The only line you could look at changing up would be Martin 
Necas, Vincent Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter. The line has 
been in a little bit of a slump compared to their normal 
production, but the combination of speed and skill gives them 
the chance to take over any game. At what point do you 
break up one of these lines to add McGinn, who outside of 
three games has been bad offensively and often misses 
when sprung on breakaways or on odd-man rushes, 
something that the Aho and Teravainen duo doesn’t do.  

2. Tampa Bay Lightning: .702 P% (35-14-3) 73 Points 

The Canes have a magic number of three to win the division. 
This means the Canes need to only either gain three points 
or have the Lightning lose three points for the Canes to take 
first. The Canes could officially clinch the division on 
Thursday if the Lighting lose their game to the Stars in 
regulation or overtime and the Canes pick up points against 
the Chicago Blackhawks. 

While Tampa may not win the division, they will still be the 
scariest team in the league. Steven Stamkos and Nikita 
Kucherov are both full participants in practice. Stamkos could 
return in the regular season and this should all but guarantee 
that Kucherov is ready for the playoffs. If the Lightning and 
Kucherov are able to get back in the swing of things, it will 
make a very tough second-round matchup if the Canes are 
able to make it past the Predators. A full-strength Lightning 

team is not the team you want to see until as late as possible 
in the playoffs.  

3. Florida Panthers: .694 P% (35-14-5) 75 Points 

The top of the Central Division is so insane, the Panthers ‘8-
2-0 record in their last 10 and four-game winning streak 
might not be enough to hold onto second place. Home ice 
advantage in the potential Florida series will come down to 
the last two games of the season. Even if the Lightning win 
their next two games, they will hold a two-point lead for 
second place. If the Panthers picked up three points in those 
last two games, they would still hold onto the second spot. 
The only thing that could change is if the Canes lose the top 
spot in the division to Tampa, the Panthers cannot win the 
division after the Canes’ win last night. 

The Panthers do get some time to heal up with five days off 
until they kick off their final series against the Lightning. 
Patric Hornqvist, Carter Verhaeghe, Sam Bennett and Chris 
Driedger are all listed as day-to-day. Between this five-day 
span and a possible break in the league, until the Vancouver 
Canucks finish up their season, the Panthers could receive a 
huge boost of a full lineup by the time the playoffs do start. 
Verhaeghe has been reported to be “real close” to a return. 
While he is not an everyday name, he has been playing on 
the top line and has 35 points in 42 games.  

4. Nashville Predators: .566 P% (29-22-2) 60 Points 

After a 4-3 overtime win against the Columbus Blue Jackets, 
the Nashville Predators now sit around 85% to make the 
playoffs. This also sets up an interesting scenario at the end 
of the season where the Canes and Preds could play their 
final two regular-season games before starting a playoff 
series. This means they could see each other nine times in a 
row if the playoffs go the full distance. The exact same thing 
could happen with the Panthers and Lightning which, would 
give these Central Division matchups some extra hatred. 

The next time that the Canes take on the Preds, it will be the 
first time they have seen Filip Forsberg since March 11. The 
Preds were without the goal-scoring winger from the end of 
March until May. Forsberg, much like Teravainen, didn’t 
waste any time making an impact. On Monday he recorded a 
goal and an assist. Despite missing 14 games, he still ranks 
second on the team in points (26) and goals (12). He also 
plays on the top power-play unit which recorded a goal on 
Monday. The Predators' offense looks a lot more menacing 
with him back in the lineup.  

5. Dallas Stars: .538 P% (21-17-14) 56 Points 

The Dallas Stars finally got Tyler Seguin back in the lineup 
on Monday. Seguin had not played since the Stanley Cup 
Final last season. It has been great seeing him come back 
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onto the ice and play at a high level. In his return, he played 
22 shifts for 17:09 of ice time and recorded a goal. The Stars 
were hoping his return could power them to an all-important 
win against the Florida Panthers to keep their playoff hopes 
alive, but it wasn’t in the cards. Now the Stars have just a 7% 
chance to make the playoffs according to MoneyPuck.com, 
which would require them to go 4-0-0 with the Predators 
having to lose at least two of their last three games.  

Not looking likely. Looking at the human side of the story, it is 
just good to see Seguin back on the ice again. His battle to 
return from this injury and hip surgery was a long one that 
had to see him completely rehab and build up his quad 
muscle from his injured leg. These aren’t injuries that are 
100% as soon as a player returns. He will need to learn to 
skate and play with confidence and having a few games 
back before the offseason will go a long way to 
accomplishing this.  

6. Chicago Blackhawks: .472 P% (22-25-6) 50 Points 

After losing to the Carolina Hurricanes on Monday, the 
Blackhawks were officially eliminated from playoff contention. 
The Blackhawks could still look at this season as relatively 
successful. They were not expected to be in the playoff race 
at all and were not eliminated there were five games left in 
the season. This will give their younger players confidence 
that they were able to do this without their captain. The issue 
with this type of season is the no playoffs and no top-10 pick 
scenario that comes up for these teams. Can they really re-
tool/rebuild on the fly if they aren’t getting top pieces in the 
draft, that’s always the conundrum. 

The New York Rangers made the decision a few years ago 
that it was better to sell off assets, be bad in the short term to 
get better quicker. While they aren’t done it certainly seems 
like a good decision now that they are fifth in the East while 
still developing their young upcoming players in the NHL. 
They are going to be stuck in this grey area until they make a 
big decision on their future and their assets. Do they look to 
acquire a Jack Eichel or trade out one of their stars for a 
haul? By doing nothing they continue to be in the dreaded 
middle of the standings.  

7. Detroit Red Wings: .417 P% (28-27-9) 45 Points 

The Red Wings pulled off the biggest trade at the deadline, 
but they also look to have made the best trade at the 
deadline. Every week it seems like Jakub Vrana is turning 
heads in a different way. Last week it was scoring four goals 
in one game, this week it was a highlight reel shootout goal 
to beat the Lightning in a shootout. Since April 12, he has led 
the team in points with seven. Then you realize that they also 
got a first-round pick and a second-round pick to take the 
best player in the trade. This is the kind of deal that can 
really accelerate a rebuild.  

Detroit will have five full days off between its most recent 
game against the Lightning and its upcoming game against 
the Blue Jackets on Friday. The Red Wings have just two 
games left in the season to determine the last two positions 
in the division. The two bottom teams are locked to 
determine the fifth-best odds in the draft lottery, but there is a 
chance that the Devils could mathematically pass the two 
teams. But with only one game against a team not in playoff 
contention it looks like they will hang on to fourth. 

8. Columbus Blue Jackets: .415 P% (16-25-12) 44 Points 

The Columbus Blue Jackets are on the verge of setting a sad 
franchise record for the shortest winning streak in a season. 
If they do not win their last three games, they will finish with 
their longest “streak” lasting just two games this season. 
They have had three-game streaks four times in their history, 
the latest coming in the 2015-2016 season. The only good 
news for them is that they currently sit at 28th in the league 
which sees them getting the fifth-best odds in the upcoming 
draft lottery. 

Trying to gauge what the Blue Jackets will look like next year 
back in the Metropolitan Division is tough. The team only has 
10 players who dressed with them in the 2019 playoffs and 
next year they will have a new coach. The other feeling is 
that Seth Jones and Zach Werenski have only one more 
season left on their contracts and Patrik Laine is a pending 
RFA. The Blue Jackets have had no success with re-signing 
star-caliber players. Will that change or are they going to 
have to trade more players on expiring contracts? Hopefully, 
they will have success in building a core that will want to 
finally stay in Columbus, if not they may be in for a long 
rebuild.

 

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251178699.html 

https://theathletic.com/2566913/2021/05/06/good-habits-szn-the-hurricanes-arent-letting-up-down-the-stretch/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/05/the-man-behind-the-hurricanes-masked-men/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/what-is-on-the-line-in-canes-last-three-regular-season-games/c-324376868 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/gameday-preview-chicago-blackhawks-carolina-hurricanes/c-324388946 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-may-6/c-324377338 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/5/22420460/carolina-hurricanes-central-division-weekly-roundup-its-the-final-countdown 
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Eddie Olczyk will be Turner Sports’ top NHL game analyst beginning next 
season 

Olczyk will join Kenny Albert as the network’s top team when it begins its 
seven-year deal with the 2021-22 season. 

 

By Jeff Agrest May 5, 2021, 9:19pm CDT 

 

Blackhawks analyst Eddie Olczyk will be the lead NHL game analyst for 
Turner Sports when TNT begins its seven-year broadcast deal next 
season, according to an industry source. Olczyk will join Kenny Albert as 
Turner’s top team. 

Olczyk, who agreed in principle to a five-year deal, has been NBC’s lead 
game analyst since 2006, when he took over for John Davidson. Albert 
and Olczyk are expected to call the Stanley Cup Finals for NBC this 
season, the network’s last with broadcast rights. 

Turner outbid NBC for the NHL last month, buying the league’s 
secondary package for a reported $225 million per year. ESPN bought 
the primary package in March for a reported $400 million annually. 

NBC/Comcast has aired NHL games since 2005, when they were shown 
on Outdoor Life Network. That became Versus, which became NBC 
Sports Network, which will shutter at the end of the year. NBC/Comcast 
will turn USA Network into an entertainment/sports channel. 

NBC had to give up something after doubling its rights fee for the NFL to 
$2 billion annually while trying to maintain its rights to the English 
Premier League after this season. 

Chicago Sun Times LOADED: 05.06.2021 

1187731 Chicago Blackhawks 

 

Blackhawks’ defensive coverage issues reaching new lows in season’s 
final weeks 

The Hurricanes’ fourth goal Tuesday exemplified how confused and out-
of-position the Hawks have often been lately in their own zone. 

 

By Ben Pope May 5, 2021, 3:22pm CDT 

 

The Blackhawks’ defensive coverage, a weakness all season and in 
seasons past, has reached new lows in recent weeks. 

Defensemen and forwards alike are regularly getting beat to the net or 
slot by the player they’re supposed to cover, or — even worse — leaving 
players uncovered entirely. Individual missed assignments and collective 
confusion with sorting and switching have all contributed. 

Turnovers have been problematic, and often coverage is at its worst 
immediately after an unexpected turnover. Coach Jeremy Colliton has 

also pointed to cleaner breakout passes and more offensive possession 
time as ways to reduce stress on the defense. But the coverage has 
been arguably the most inept facet of the Hawks’ recent play. 

Through April 20, the Hawks allowed 56.0 shot attempts and 28.2 scoring 
chances per 60 minutes on five-on-five play — the sixth- and second-
most in the NHL, respectively. They weren’t good. 

But in the seven games since, they’ve been even worse. They’ve allowed 
66.2 shot attempts and 33.7 scoring chances per 60 minutes of five-on-
five play, and their goals-against rate has nearly doubled from 2.51 to an 
unsightly 4.91. 

With the pressure of the playoff race gone (due to the team’s many 
losses), Colliton has rotated the lineup more and challenged many of the 
Hawks’ young players with more responsibilities. That explains some of 
the statistical regression. 

The urgency for players to make final good impressions before the 
upcoming summer housecleaning, however, should still theoretically 
provide plenty of motivation. 

“It’s the NHL, right?” defenseman Riley Stillman said after Tuesday’s 6-3 
loss. “Guys are trying to keep jobs, guys are trying to take jobs... We’re 
attempting to come the right way [but] things aren’t happening right now.” 

One play from Tuesday — the Hurricanes’ fourth goal, scored 
coincidentally by Teuvo Teravainen — exemplified the Hawks’ coverage 
woes. 

Teuvo Teravainen and Sebastian Aho team up to push the Hurricanes 
lead to 2 in the third!#LetsGoCanes pic.twitter.com/bbfL0UCwlY 

— Hockey Daily 365 (@HockeyDaily365) May 5, 2021 

The Hawks had Nikita Zadorov and Wyatt Kalynuk as their defensive 
pairing and Dylan Strome centering Alex DeBrincat and Patrick Kane as 
their forward line. The Hurricanes carried the puck up ice with Zadorov 
guarding Andrei Svechnikov, Kalynuk covering Dougie Hamilton — the 
defenseman joining the rush — and Strome following Sebastian Aho as 
the center-on-center matchup. 

Once in the offensive zone, Svechnikov stopped with the puck along the 
half-wall and appeared to momentarily lose control. Strome ignored Aho 
to try to poke the puck away, but Svechnikov backhand-passed it a 
millisecond before to Aho down low. That created a scenario in which the 
Hawks’ coverage crumbled. 

DeBrincat led Teravainen comfortably up the ice behind the rush. But he 
inexplicably left him at the moment of Strome’s failed poke-check, leaving 
DeBrincat too high in the zone to cover anyone. He actually never re-
entered the camera frame. 

Zadorov, as he too often has this spring, was caught flat-footed. He didn’t 
react quickly enough to switch onto Aho, and he failed to recognize a 
now-unmarked Teravainen over his left shoulder. 

Kalynuk, meanwhile, briefly disengaged when Hamilton held up above 
the faceoff circle and drifted back next to goalie Collin Delia, leaving him 
too deep to cover anyone — and essentially useless — after the puck 
reached Aho. 

Kane, arriving late into the defensive zone, hung back to block the 
passing lane for a potential Hamilton weak-side one-timer. But he never 
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stepped toward Teravainen, even when it became clear the way the play 
developed that Teravainen was the more imminent threat. 

The Hurricanes’ fourth goal Tuesday broken down into four frozen 
moments (sequential from top left to bottom right). 

Ultimately, Aho and Teravainen were left completely unguarded and 
cleanly executed a simple pass, simple pass and simple goal. 

“I felt we got hung up [along the wall] and got beat to the inside,” Colliton 
said succinctly when asked later about the sequence. 

The loss was meaningless from a postseason perspective, just as the 
Hawks’ final three games will be. But breakdowns like that demonstrated 
just how much they’ll need to improve — in terms of personnel, 
performance and even overall system — to hold their own defensively in 
2021-22. 

Chicago Sun Times LOADED: 05.06.2021 

1187732 Chicago Blackhawks 

 

Blackhawks notebook: Hawks lead NHL in rookie games played, plus 
injury updates 

The Hawks’ 277 rookie appearances entering Tuesday topped the Devils 
(with 261) and Senators (with 211) for the most in the league. 

 

By Ben Pope May 5, 2021, 6:30am CDT 

 

Brandon Hagel summed up his season as it winds down this way: “I’ve 
done a pretty good job so far. It’s only my first year. I’ve only played 48 
games. So I’m just trying to learn and get better.” 

To him, 48 games — 49 after Tuesday — doesn’t seem like a lot. And in 
one sense, it’s not. It’s barely more than half of a normal-length NHL 
season. But in a 56-game season, especially one in which he wasn’t 
necessarily expected to be a regular participant, it is a lot. 

The Hawks, looking back on this season as a source of many positives 
— even as it ends with a whimper — have so many players in similar 
boats. 

Rookie forwards Pius Suter and Philipp Kurashev have played 52 and 51 
games, respectively, after Tuesday. Rookie defenseman Ian Mitchell has 
played 37. Rookie goalie Kevin Lankinen has played 36. Rookie 
defenseman Wyatt Kalynuk has played in the last 17. 

“Going into the year, we had all these young guys, [but] we weren’t sure 
how they were going to react to the opportunity,” coach Jeremy Colliton 
said. “We probably thought ... [they’d be] getting games in Rockford and 
just getting spotted in, getting a taste of the league and ... setting 
themselves up for next season to break through. 

“But to their credit, almost all of them have had 15- to 20-game stretches 
where they’ve been outstanding. They’ve also had their stretches where 
they’ve dropped off. That’s part of development, part of their process of 
learning how to contribute.” 

As a result, the Hawks lead the league in games played by rookies, with 
277 entering Tuesday. Two other teams — the Devils with 261 and the 
Senators with 211 — exceeded 200. Not surprisingly, none of the top five 
teams in this category will make the playoffs. 

Here are each NHL team's total games played by rookies this season. 
Blackhawks have the most: pic.twitter.com/PLtpoTJvnA 

— Ben Pope (@BenPopeCST) May 4, 2021 

Hagel is perhaps the one Hawks rookie who hasn’t endured any 
underwhelming periods to balance out his impressive periods. His 
scoring has caught up lately with the rest of his play, too. 

After recording seven points in his first 24 games, Hagel has tallied 15 
points in his most recent 24 — including seven in his last eight — to 
move into a tie for ninth in the league in rookie scoring. (Suter, with 23 
points to Hagel’s 22, ranks seventh.) 

“I’m still learning from older guys and getting a feel for the league,” Hagel 
said. “It’s not an easy league to play in. There are tons of things I can get 
better at over the summer and coming into next year.” 

Dach aggravates tissue 

Kirby Dach was held out of the game Tuesday because of aggravated 
scar tissue in his surgically repaired right wrist. 

“I don’t know exactly what the plan is going to be here for the rest of the 
games here,” Colliton said. “It’s not totally unexpected to deal with scar 
tissue. It came to a head today.” 

It’s concerning news for the valuable young forward, who also has dealt 
with pain in his wrist since returning ahead of schedule from his 
December surgery. The Hawks have insisted that Dach’s playing down 
the stretch would only help, not hinder, his recovery. 

Carpenter, de Haan not traveling 

Forward Ryan Carpenter (concussion) and defenseman Calvin de Haan 
(hip injury) are not with the Hawks in Carolina, Colliton said. 

They’ve missed the last five and six consecutive games, respectively, 
and at the earliest could return Sunday for the team’s second-to-last 
game. It would be surprising to see them play again this season, but 
Colliton isn’t officially ruling them out. 

“The most important thing is for them to get healthy,” he said. “If they 
were to get healthy, get 100%, we would make that decision.” 

Chicago Sun Times LOADED: 05.06.2021 

1187733 Chicago Blackhawks 

 

Talking Blackhawks defense and more as season winds down 

                                                                                                                                                        

John Dietz 

 

The Blackhawks have lost six straight. 

They're 9-18-1 in their last 28, having been outscored 104-72. 

No doubt, it's been a really rough stretch with not much positive to report. 
So let's take a run at another Five Things as the season screeches to a 
halt: 

Systematic problem? 

At a recent practice, the Hawks tried to improve their slot coverage by 
running a 3-on-3 drill for 20 minutes. There were numerous times in 
which coach Jeremy Colliton yelled out, "Defend the slot!" or "Get to the 
slot!" 

Despite the extra work, opponents are still taking advantage of the most 
dangerous spot on the ice. A perfect example came during Carolina's 6-3 
victory Tuesday when Teuvo Teravainen slid into the slot uncontested, 
took a pass from Sebastian Aho and rifled a shot that Collin Delia had 
little chance of stopping. 

The backbreaking tally made it 4-2 with 12:41 remaining. Nikita Zadorov 
was slow to react, but so was Patrick Kane, who also didn't get in hard on 
the forecheck after an Alex DeBrincat dump-in moments before. 

There are plenty of other examples, including Brandon Montour's rocket 
that gave Florida a 3-2 lead in the third period last week. DeBrincat 
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abandoned the slot a split second before a charging Montour arrived and 
took a pass from Alex Wenneberg. 

So is it a systems problem? A talent issue? A hockey IQ issue? Or all of 
the above? 

Whatever it is, the Hawks need to figure out this dilemma or there will be 
little sustained success in the coming years. 

Rough night: 

Last week, Dylan Strome talked about wanting to prove himself after 
being a healthy scratch in two of three games against Nashville. He was 
solid in his first three games back, but was a minus-5 with 3 giveaways in 
just 13 minutes during the Hawks' 6-3 loss Tuesday at Carolina. He also 
was whistled for tripping at 5:09 of the first period. 

Meanwhile, Patrick Kane -- who did have 2 assists -- was a minus-4. 
Kane has just 2 goals in the last 19 games and is a minus-13 over that 
stretch. 

Is Kane playing through an injury? Exhausted? Checked out? Tough to 
say, but he definitely isn't playing the way he did during the first 34 
games, when he had 13 goals and 33 assists. 

What a season: 

Patrick Kane was the slam-dunk MVP in the first half of the season. 

As for the second half? Pass that baton to Alex DeBrincat. 

After a disappointing 2019-20 campaign in which he scored just 18 times 
in 70 games, DeBrincat has proved to be the Hawks' best overall forward 
over the last two months. 

His 28 goals in 49 appearances is a 46-goal pace over a full season. His 
26 scores since Feb. 4 ranks second only to Toronto's Auston Matthews' 
33. The next best two scorers on the Hawks over that span are Dominik 
Kubalik (15) and Patrick Kane (10). 

It's not just the offense, though, as DeBrincat has proved to be an 
incredibly effective penalty killer. His instincts and quickness have 
created numerous short-handed chances over the last week. He 
converted his first career shortie against Carolina on a breakaway in the 
first period Tuesday. 

"He's done a great job (on the PK)," Jeremy Colliton said. "(He's) getting 
better and better without the puck, but his instincts to create loose pucks, 
know when to jump and pressure, that's going to help. Nice to see him 
put the puck in the net, but he's been creating a lot of chances. 

"It was only a matter of time." 

Dach done? 

Kirby Dach sat out Tuesday's game with right-wrist scar tissue 
aggravation. Dach, who broke his wrist playing for Team Canada in 
World Juniors in December, has 2 goals and 8 assists in 18 games. 

"I don't know exactly what the plan is going to be here for the rest of the 
games here," Jeremy Colliton said. "It's not totally unexpected to deal 
with scar tissue. Came to a head today." 

The Hawks have just three games remaining -- at Carolina on Thursday 
and at home against Dallas on Sunday and Monday. 

Tom Wilson: 

Let's close with a few words about Tom Wilson, who was fined $5,000 for 
slamming a helmetless Artemi Panarin to the ice -- not once, but twice -- 
during the Capitals-Rangers game Monday. The incident ended 
Panarin's season. 

The league's response is simply mind-boggling. Remember when 
Duncan Keith was suspended six games in 2016 for whacking 
Minnesota's Charlie Coyle in the head with his stick? The last of those 

contests was Game 1 of the Hawks' first-round series with St. Louis, 
which the Blues claimed in seven. 

Something similar for Wilson, who has been suspended five times during 
his career, would have been handed down if the NHL wanted to be taken 
seriously about stopping reckless behavior. 

I would have sat Wilson for 15-20 regular-season games, but since we're 
so close to the postseason it should have been the Capitals' last four 
games plus Games 1 and 2 of their first-round series. 

That sends a message. Five thousand dollars to a guy making $4.1 
million does not. 
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Hardman quietly making impact in fourth-line role 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

When Mike Hardman was weighing his options before deciding which 
NHL team to sign with, two things stood out about Chicago. 

The first is that the Blackhawks were one of the first teams he met with 
and had closely followed his development throughout college. That made 
an impression on him. 

The second, and perhaps more important, is the Blackhawks made it 
clear going into the 2020-21 season that they were "committed to 
developing young players and rebuilding our roster." He wanted to be 
part of it. 

"They've always been there and I just thought it was a good fit for me," 
Hardman said in April after signing his entry-level contract. "It’s a young 
team and they're preparing for the future. ... I think it was a perfect 
situation, just looking at the depth of the organization and how they’re 
building for the future here. But also, it’s a storied franchise, Original Six 
team, so it was hard to pass up on." 

Signing with the Blackhawks served as a great opportunity for Hardman 
to get into the lineup right away and carve out a role. And he's doing 
exactly. 

On Tuesday, Hardman was rewarded for his efforts by becoming the 
seventh Blackhawk rookie to score his first career NHL goal this season. 
It was also his first career point. 

"It was pretty surreal," Hardman said following a 6-3 loss to the Carolina 
Hurricanes. "It was a great play by [Patrick Kane] on the breakout and 
then [MacKenzie Entwistle] using his speed going wide and just shooting 
the puck off the pad and I was just lucky to be there and tap it in. It was 
an awesome feeling." 

It's a moment Hardman will never forget, especially given a future Hall of 
Famer in Kane registered a secondary assist on the play. 

"He was there in the celebration, too," Hardman said. "He was great 
about it too, saying congrats, and just getting me fired up in the locker 
room after. It was awesome. He’s a guy I've watched my whole life play 
and for him to record an assist on it, it was pretty cool." 

Hardman is bringing an element up front that the Blackhawks are lacking, 
and that's physicality and going to the dirty areas. He has 20 hits through 
five games and is averaging 22.8 hits per 60 minutes. For reference, 
Chicago's hits leader Nikita Zadorov is averaging 10.5. 

"He’s been excellent for us," head coach Jeremy Colliton said. "I like a lot 
of what he brings. He’s really physical, playing with determination every 
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shift he gets. He takes advantage of the opportunity and he’s done a nice 
job for us." 

Less than two months ago, Hardman was playing on one of the top lines 
in college for Boston College and didn't know where his future would take 
him at the NHL level. Fast forward to now and he's quietly making a 
name for himself in a fourth-line role for the Blackhawks. 

"It’s a credit to him," Colliton said. "We’re crying for a little more physical, 
straight-ahead, hard-to-play-against element to our team. We need more 
of that, to compete with teams like this. Some size and some physicality 
and some killer instinct to make contact and get stops and create loose 
pucks and do more off the forecheck. He’s taking advantage of his 
opportunity." 
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10 observations: Blackhawks blow two-goal lead in loss 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks lost their sixth in a row after falling to the Carolina 
Hurricanes 6-3 on Tuesday at PNC Arena. 

Here are 10 observations from the loss: 

1. The Blackhawks scored the first two goals and took a 2-0 lead into the 
first intermission. But the Hurricanes responded by scoring the next four 
and improved to 6-4-3 when trailing after one period for a win percentage 
of .462, which ranks second among all NHL teams. 

2. Kirby Dach was held out of the lineup because of right wrist scar tissue 
aggravation, the team announced before the game. He had appeared in 
18 straight games prior to Tuesday and has 10 points (two goals, eight 
assists) this season. 

3. The Blackhawks had no answer for Carolina's first line of Sebastian 
Aho, Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen. The three of them 
combined for three goals, five assists and nine shots on goal.  

4. The Hurricanes are one of the best second-period teams in the league 
and they proved it again. They led in shot attempts (22-12) and scoring 
chances (13-5), according to Natural Stat Trick, and outscored the 
Blackhawks 2-0 to put their goal differential to +31 in the second period 
this season, which is tied with Colorado for first.  

5. The final offensive zone possession time numbers, according to 
Sportlogiq: Carolina (8:10), Chicago (5:43). 

6. The Blackhawks had one of their best first periods in a very long time. 
They led in shot attempts (20-18) and shots on goal (12-8) and outscored 
the Hurricanes 2-0. They also, most notably, gave up zero high-danger 
chances during 5-on-5 action. 

7. Alex DeBrincat scored his first career NHL shorthanded goal and 
found the back of the net (twice) for the fourth consecutive contest. Since 
he returned from the COVID-19 protocol on Feb. 2, only Auston 
Matthews (33) has more goals than DeBrincat (26). What a season. 

8. It was a game of firsts on Tuesday: Mike Hardman tallied his first 
career NHL goal and MacKenzie Entwistle recorded his first career NHL 
assist on the same play. The secondary assist? Patrick Kane. A cool 
moment for Hardman and Entwistle to share that moment with a future 
Hall of Famer. 

Mike Hardman scores his first career NHL goal and MacKenzie Entwistle 
notches his first career NHL assist. #Blackhawks 
pic.twitter.com/iv3HWVJgCP— Charlie Roumeliotis (@CRoumeliotis) 
May 4, 2021 

9. The Blackhawks debuted a new-look first line with Adam Gaudette and 
Dylan Strome joining Kane. During 5-on-5 play, the trio was on the ice for 
13 shot attempts for and eight against and eight shots on goal for and 
three against. But they were outscored 2-0. Tough luck. 

10. Collin Delia started for the first time since Jan. 17 and picked up 
where he left off early in Carolina, where he stopped all 19 shots he 
faced on Monday in a relief appearance. In this game, he turned aside 
the first 10 shots before giving up a goal and finished with 22 saves on 
26 shots for a save percentage of .846. 
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Nashville Predators fall at Columbus Blue Jackets, fail to clinch NHL 
playoff spot 

 

Will Backus 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

The Nashville Predators suffered a 4-2 loss against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets on Monday night in Nationwide Arena in Columbus.  

The Predators jumped out to a 2-1 lead on goals by Tanner Jeannot in 
the first period and Calle Jarnkrok in the second. But they were held 
scoreless for the final 23 minutes of the game, while Columbus scored 
three-straight.  

Mikhail Grigorenko gave the Blue Jackets their first lead of the game at 
3-2 with his goal 13:50 into the third period. Oliver Bjorkstrand officially 
put it away, scoring on an empty net with one second to go.  

If Nashville had won, it would have secured a spot in the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. The Dallas Stars suffered a 6-2 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning 
shortly after the Predators' game wrapped up. 
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Preds not concerned with clinching in Columbus 

 

MICHAEL GALLAGHER  

MAY 5, 2021  

 

The Nashville Predators’ improbable playoff push over the last six weeks 
has been well-documented. 

Now, the Predators are on the doorstep of the playoffs, and with a win 
tonight against the Columbus Blue Jackets and a regulation loss by the 
Dallas Stars to the Tampa Bay Lightning, Nashville could wake up on 
Thursday a playoff team. 

“To be honest, if it happens tonight or in the next two games, it’s not 
really a big thing for me,” Ekholm said. “We just want to get in. That’s 
really been the focus all year and especially these last couple…six weeks 
or whatever. Obviously, if we get an opportunity tonight, we’d love to do 
it, but if it doesn’t, it’s not the end of the world. We’ll regroup and do it; we 
have some time left.” 
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Since March 15 – the day the Predators turnaround began – Nashville is 
tied with the Colorado Avalanche, Vegas Golden Knights and Pittsburgh 
Penguins for the most wins in the NHL (18).   

In the 29 games prior, Nashville never had a winning streak of more than 
two games and the team had four separate three-game losing streaks. 
Since, the Predators went on a six-game win streak and has lost back-to-
back games just once.   

“It’s exciting that this time of year, we’re down to three games here with 
an opportunity where if we can take care of business, we give ourselves 
a good chance to be able to get (into the playoffs),” Predators coach 
John Hynes said. “That in itself is exciting. I think playing competitive 
games this year is exciting.”  

The good news for the Predators is Dallas has the tougher road to the 
playoffs. After Wednesday’s game at Columbus, Nashville hosts the 
Carolina Hurricanes (36-10-7) for two games at Bridgestone Arena. 

The Stars, who have lost four in a row, have two more games against 
Tampa Bay (35-14-3) and two more at Chicago (22-25-6). The Predators 
need just one more win in their final three games and one Dallas 
regulation loss in its final four to make it to the postseason. 
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The Athletic / Matt Cooke on Tom Wilson: ‘Somewhat predatory … 
nothing to do with the game’ 

 

By Rob Rossi May 5, 2021 

 

Matt Cooke has been where Tom Wilson was Tuesday: hogging 
hockey’s spotlight for all the wrong reasons. 

Most sixth-round draft picks don’t go on to play over 1,000 games, score 
167 goals and win the Stanley Cup in an NHL career that spanned 16 
seasons. Cooke did, but the same ferocity he showcased as a top-nine 
winger and standout penalty killer — and, frankly, that made him a fan 
favorite in established NHL strongholds such as Pittsburgh and 
Vancouver — also spawned repeated hits that resulted in multiple 
suspensions and a bad reputation that could still prove costly. 

Six years removed from his last game as a player, Cooke, now 42 and a 
first-time grandfather, aspires a return to hockey as a coach. He applied 
for offseason openings with a few AHL and junior clubs and counts a 
couple of Cup winners with Penguins ties — former coach Dan Bylsma 
and current hockey operations president Brian Burke — as mentors and 
advocates. No less an authority than Sidney Crosby has described 
Cooke as possessing one of the highest hockey IQs among all his 
teammates in Pittsburgh. 

However, perception usually becomes reality. Cooke knows it, too. 

“I’m gonna have to break a barrier down for someone with my 
reputation,” Cooke said. “Some of my reputation precedes me a little bit 
still.” 

Cooke is not looking for sympathy. 

He delivered those hits, the dangerous blindside and/or head shots, that 
caused him to be suspended twice in his first season with the Penguins 
and, a couple of years later, forced him to miss the final 10 regular-
season games and Round 1 of the 2011 postseason. 

The latter discipline was handed down by the Department of Player 
Safety for Cooke’s elbow to Ryan McDonagh’s head. But Cooke was not 
suspended — or penalized, even — for his most infamous hit: a head 
shot that concussed and contributed to ending Marc Savard’s career. 

(Savard retired from NHL with eight concussions, including two after 
Cooke’s hit.) 

It is the Savard hit that turned Cooke into a public enemy throughout the 
hockey world. And it’s his unique place in hockey history that provides 
Cooke with a unique perspective on Wilson. 

You want to get into coaching. How would you coach Tom Wilson? 

There’s a way and avenue for him to be super effective for the 
Washington Capitals in the long term while also being able to eliminate 
some of the risk. That’s what it has to be all about for him. 

It seems that at times Wilson goes out of his way to create risk that 
wouldn’t otherwise exist. Can that approach be coached out of a player? 

Yeah, for sure. It’s about recognizing the scenario, the position you’re in, 
the position the other guy’s in, the time of the game, all those things — 
those little nuances of play — and making a better decision based on 
them. 

(Wilson) looked like a toddler having a fit with this last one. To me, what 
he did has nothing to do with hockey. This becomes about respect for 
your opponents and the ability to control emotions within a scenario. This 
last instance sheds a negative light on Tom Wilson that actually has 
nothing to do with the game. And I think that’s what a lot of people have 
the biggest problem with about this last one. 

You know, he’s been given a bit of leeway just because, you know, when 
hits happen within a game, they’re gonna go wrong. They just are. The 
game is played way too fast for them not to, right? 

But this one — there’s a whistle for an altercation and he continued to get 
in the altercation even after guys jumped in, and he continued to go after 
the next guy. To me, this isn’t looking a guy in the face and standing up 
for yourself. This is somewhat predatory. 

That word was applied to you as a player. Can hearing yourself be 
described that way serve as a wake-up call? 

Yeah, it is. Also, as cliche as it sounds, it takes hitting rock bottom. For 
me, that was McDonagh. 

Personally, I don’t think Tom’s reached the point where it’s grabbed his 
attention enough to cause him the desire to change. I had to physically 
put serious time and energy into changing how I viewed how the game 
should be played. That view came from when I was super young and 
taught how to play body contact. I realized, “If I don’t change how I view 
scenarios, my reactions are never going to change, even if my intentions 
are good.” 

Did that realization come after the way you hit McDonagh or the lengthy 
suspension that followed? 

Absolutely to both. The whole McDonagh thing — I was trying to change; 
I didn’t want to be that guy anymore. But in the moment it’s a loose puck 
and my initial reaction is to go and get the biggest hit possible. And then 
I’m in a position that, like, “Oh, crap, this is not going to be good.” I try to 
slow up, which becomes even worse, and in trying not to slam into the 
boards, my elbow comes up and hits Ryan. And that’s while I was trying 
to change. 

I realized trying to change isn’t good enough. I have to physically view 
every scenario on the ice differently, or approach it differently, changing 
how my mind reacts so that I can protect myself from that scenario later. 

What did you do to foster an attempted change? 

What I found successful — and Dan was very helpful — is I did probably 
50 hours of video that offseason (2011). Dan probably did 30 of them 
with me. We watched other guys in the league at the time that I thought 
were super effective at being physical — Ryan Callahan, guys like that. 
What I realized was all of us were literally inches or split seconds away 
from every hit becoming a bad result. Not necessarily a suspension, but 
a bad result, and maybe a really bad result. 

I’d always been taught to go get the biggest hit possible all the time. It 
creates energy. It creates animosity. And if they’re thinking about you, 
they’re not thinking about the right things. But I had to change, and what I 
had to change was that viewpoint; I had to change that approach. 
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How does a veteran change a viewpoint?  

I had to study things like how a left-hand or right-hand shot goes into the 
boards, because when I do the hit, the reaction is going to be different, 
depending. Or, in a high-velocity situation where two guys are skating at 
each other, it can go bad in a hurry, so I had to study all the possible 
scenarios. There’s just so many scenarios when it comes to a hit, and if 
you’re going to go for that hit, you have to run through all of them. 

Matt Cooke in 2010. (Tim Sharp / The Associated Press) 

You work with youth players in Minnesota as part of Perfect World 
Hockey Training. What do you tell them about hitting? 

How I teach the game is it’s all about puck possession. And if I’m 
attempting to get the big hit, my stick is up in the air, I’m focused on the 
head, and I’m not worried about the puck at all. So, I’m teaching body-
contact checking completely different than how I approached doing it for 
many years of my playing career. 

You were well-liked by teammates. Wilson is too. Is that a good or bad 
thing for a player who needs to change his approach? 

It played immensely into it for me. The best player in the world is a really 
close friend. He’s gone through head stuff. He knew my intentions were 
good. But he also knew the results were not OK. Me and Sid, and the 
players as a group, had honest conversations about everything. I’ll never 
forget when I went to Ray (Shero, the Penguins’ former GM) in his office 
after that McDonagh game. He said, “We’re here for you, but this can’t 
ever happen again!” 

I knew that. On some level, I agreed with him and everybody else. But 
having guys like me enough to support me in pursuing what I needed to 
do was a huge, huge factor for me being able to change. 

I don’t know the dynamics of that room in Washington at all. Wilson may 
be being told that he’s doing the right thing and to keep doing it. We all 
know that happens in some cases. I’m not saying it is happening in 
Washington. I don’t know the specifics. 

What happened with our room in Pittsburgh is those honest 
conversations. Having them probably made guys feel like they could 
support me. I’m thankful they did, or I don’t know what happens. 

So, the first thing that has to happen for Wilson is he — and the Capitals 
— has to do some soul searching and then there needs to be honest 
talks? 

Yeah, I think that’s the key. But there’s honesty and then there’s when 
people say they’re being honest. I’ve learned in life those are two 
different things. 

If it’s about changing, it has to be real honesty. 

The Athletic LOADED: 05.06.2021 

1187882 Websites 

 

The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Finding positive thoughts for the 15 
non-playoff teams 

 

By Sean McIndoe May 5, 2021 

 

We’re almost done with the regular season, and the playoff race was a 
bit of a bust. That means that there are a lot of teams that already know 
they’re not going to the playoffs, and most of them can’t even say they 
came close. And that means a whole lot of fan bases that aren’t happy 
right now. 

But it shouldn’t be that way, because optimism is always a better outlook 
than pessimism. (Note to long-time readers: Please ignore everything 
I’ve ever said or written about this league and just go with me on this.) A 
positive outlook is the way to go, both in hockey and in life. 

So today, we’re going to break out a gimmick I’ve tried a few times in the 
past and see if we can come up with three positive thoughts for each of 

the 15 teams that will miss the playoffs. That’s it — no nitpicking, no 
complaining, just three nice things to say about each team. 

Of course, some teams will be more of a challenge than others, and we 
may have to stretch a bit on a few of these. Then somebody will 
complain, and then somebody else will complain about the complaint, 
and the comments section will be a disaster, and this is a bad idea and 
I’m going to hate myself for it and… 

No. Stay positive. We can do this. Let’s look on the bright side. It’s 
rainbows and puppies only from here on out, whether you damn well like 
it or not. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

The negative: After briefly seeming like they could pull off a surprise 
playoff push, the Blackhawks quickly fell out of the race down the stretch. 

Positive thought No. 1: All in all, the season went way better than most of 
us expected. The Hawks were a trendy pick to be in the running for dead 
last, and instead they made it interesting. Overachieving is always a 
good thing, and that’s especially true in a draft class year in which 
bottoming out for a high pick won’t matter as much as it normally would. 

Positive thought No. 2: Hey, remember that thing about the team not 
having any NHL-caliber goalies? Kevin Lankinen proved them wrong. We 
think. We don’t really know, because it’s goaltending, and we never know 
anything. But even after a rough April, his season still went a lot better 
than anyone expected. 

Positive thought No. 3: While we still don’t know the details around 
Jonathan Toews missing the season, some recent reports have sounded 
optimistic about a potential return next year. Even at 33, he brings a ton 
to the table and the team clearly missed him this year. 

Get the idea? The Hawks are one of the easier teams to try this with, but 
it’s important to warm up a bit before you get serious. 

Detroit Red Wings 

The negative: They’re going to miss the playoffs for the fifth straight year, 
and while their record will be better than it was during last year’s disaster, 
it’s on pace to be worse than in any of the first three years of the rebuild. 

Positive thought No. 1: They finally escaped the bottom five! That was 
good, right? (Please don’t read this week’s rankings, where they might be 
right back in.) 

Positive thought No. 2: The whole Yzerplan thing is going slowly, sure, 
but progress is being made. They’ve got some prospect help on the way, 
a ton of picks this year, lots of cap room to work with and (maybe) a new 
set of eyes behind the bench to help it all along. The pain isn’t over yet, 
but you can see the light at the end of the tunnel, and Red Wings fans 
seem like they’re willing to be patient. 

Positive thought No. 3: The new draft lottery system means they’ll only 
drop two spots this year instead of the customary three. 

K’Andre Miller, Jacob Trouba and Colin Blackwell (Bruce Bennett / USA 
Today) 

New York Rangers 

The negative: They came into the season as a young team coming out of 
a rebuild that was hoping to make a playoff push, and they never really 
got all that close. 

Positive thought No. 1: That last sentence is technically true — the 
Rangers never got over 50 percent playoff odds in Dom’s model, steadily 
dropped all season and haven’t been significantly over 20 percent in two 
months. But that’s largely a function of the division they’re in. If they were 
any of the other three divisions, their current record would be enough for 
a spot, or at least to put them in a race down to the wire. (Do not think 
about how next year’s Metro might be even tougher.) 

Positive thought No. 2: The Rangers dominated the first-half all-
disappointment team, but at least a few of their younger players have 
looked better lately. Mika Zibanejad found his scoring, Alexis Lafrenière 
has done just enough lately to nudge some of the “bust” talk off the table 
and Adam Fox has been one of the best stories of the second half. 
There’s plenty to be excited about for the future. 
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Positive thought No. 3: While we’ll have to wait and see how it plays out, 
the team at least deserves some credit for this week’s pushback on the 
Department of Player Safety. Sure, it could all end up being a self-
serving stance that disappears the first time one of their guys crosses a 
line, which could happen as soon as tonight. But somebody has to be the 
first team to push for change in a public way, and having it be a big 
market doesn’t hurt. Let’s see where this goes. 

Arizona Coyotes 

The negative: After a nightmare offseason and off-the-ice dysfunction, 
the Coyotes looked like they might surprise us with a playoff push. Then 
they collapsed down the stretch. 

Positive thought No. 1: Honestly, it could have gone a lot worse. Given 
the off-ice stuff, goaltending injuries and scoring struggles, even staying 
in the race was nice work. And while missing out might make all that feel 
futile, there’s value in having your young players get in some meaningful 
games. 

Positive thought No. 2: Jakob Chychrun had a bit of a breakout year, and 
now looks like the sort of guy you build your future first-pair plans around. 
Not many teams have a 23-year-old they can say that about. 

Positive thought No. 3: I’ve run the numbers, and I’m willing to go out on 
a limb and say there is zero chance that the Coyotes will miss the 
playoffs in the Pacific next season. 

Vancouver Canucks 

The negative: Pretty much the whole season, and it wiped out a bunch of 
momentum the team seemed to have coming out of last year. 

Positive thought No. 1: Sometimes you just have one of those years, you 
know? We knew this was going to be a weird season, and we’re not sure 
how much stock to put in how it all played out. Between that ugly first 
month and the second-half COVID-19 outbreak, maybe you just throw up 
your hands, burn the game tapes and move on to next year. 

Positive thought No. 2: Arguably the biggest question heading into the 
season was how Thatcher Demko would handle a starter’s workload. 
He’s played well, he is locked up long-term and the team seems like 
they’re set in goal. 

Positive thought No. 3: Of the young core that helped create all that 
optimism — mainly Elias Petterson, Quinn Hughes, Bo Horvat and Brock 
Boeser — none made the leap to the next tier. But nobody really 
regressed, so again, maybe it’s just one of those years. The pieces are 
still in place for a real season. 

Ottawa Senators 

The negative: They’re not only going to miss the playoffs for the fourth 
straight year, but they may end up taking a step back from last season in 
terms of points percentage, despite playing all their games against a 
division that everyone says is the weakest in the league. 

Positive thought No. 1: The kids are more than all right, with strong 
seasons from Brady Tkachuk, Tim Stützle and Josh Norris and others. 
I’m not sure all the pieces of a future Cup contender are in place, but a 
lot of them are, and certainly more than most rebuilding teams have. 

Positive thought No. 2: They seem to be finishing strong, and as Ian 
Mendes notes, that’s often been a sign of good things to come. 

Positive thought No. 3: Matt Murray may have had a rough year, but the 
organization has apparently got more goaltending depth than we ever 
imagined. 

Los Angeles Kings 

The negative: After briefly flirting with playoff longshot status, the Kings 
fell out of the race and could still finish near the bottom five. 

Positive thought No. 1: It’s still a rebuild, and after another strong draft, 
the Kings boast one of the best prospect pipelines in the league. 

Positive thought No. 2: While the focus was on the kids, the veteran 
holdovers from the Cup days were the real first-half story. Anze Kopitar 
was good again, Drew Doughty and Dustin Brown had nice rebounds, 

and even Jonathan Quick showed a bit of his old flash. Somebody has to 
pass the torch to the kids, and right now it’s in reasonably good hands. 

Positive thought No. 3: When the league goes back to the Pacific next 
year, it will be Colorado, Minnesota, St. Louis and Arizona out and 
Seattle, Calgary, Vancouver and Edmonton in. Vegas is still there, but is 
it crazy to think the Kings could contend for a spot as high as third in that 
group? 

Patrick Marleau (John Locher / USA Today) 

San Jose Sharks 

The negative: A team built to win right now will miss the playoffs for the 
second year in a row. 

Positive thought No. 1: At least they kept it kind of close this time, staying 
plausibly in the race for some of the second half, which is a step up from 
last year’s disaster. Progress? 

Positive thought No. 2: Unlike last year, they have their own first-round 
pick, so at least there’s a good prospect waiting at the end of this mess. 
They’ll need some lottery help to pick near the top of the draft, but this 
year that might not matter as much. And given how thin their pipeline 
looks, their top pick this year might immediately become the best 
prospect in the system. 

Positive thought No. 3: The Sharks might be one of the only teams in the 
league that is looking forward to the expansion draft, since it presents an 
opportunity to unload one of the team’s (many) bad contracts. It wouldn’t 
be cheap, and Doug Wilson might not be willing to pay the price, but if 
you’re trying to figure out how this team escapes one of those anchor 
deals, a side deal with the Kraken is probably your best bet. 

Anaheim Ducks 

The negative: They’ll miss the playoffs for the third year in a row, and this 
season actually represented a big drop from the last two. 

Positive thought No. 1: The future looks bright, with a rich prospect 
pipeline starting to send players to the big club. Trevor Zegras and Jamie 
Drysdale are here and gaining valuable experience, Max Comtois will 
lead the team in scoring, Troy Terry and Sam Steel had their moments … 
look, it’s a rebuild. The record doesn’t matter as long as the kids look 
good. They mostly have. 

Positive thought No. 2: Oh, and they’ll have one of the top picks in this 
year’s draft. The rich get richer. Seriously, they’ll be bad again next year 
but the future looks good. 

Positive thought No. 3: Even the best goalies have a bad year or two 
along the way, and John Gibson just wisely got a couple of his out of the 
way. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

The negative: A second-half nosedive has turned a disappointing season 
into a disaster, one filled with controversy, benchings and veteran stars 
heading out at the deadline. 

Positive thought No. 1: That deadline landed them two extra first-round 
picks, making them the only team with three firsts. Drafts are great when 
you have a lot of high picks. 

Positive thought No. 2: They could also use some of those picks, along 
with their surplus cap space, to make some deals. That’s the “reload” 
approach, and while we can argue over whether it’s the right one, a big 
trade or two is always fun for a beleaguered fan base. 

Positive thought No. 3: We don’t know what will happen with John 
Tortorella, but also, sure we do. The team will make a coaching change, 
and whoever comes in will probably seem like a breath of fresh air to a 
roster that was tuning out on Tortorella’s act. That should help, at least in 
the short term. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

The negative: Factoring in expectations, not one team on this list had a 
more disappointing season than the Flyers, change my mind. 
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Positive thought No. 1: I figured this would be the hardest entry to write, 
but luckily for me, Charlie O’Connor basically covered this ground on the 
weekend. He came up with five positives, which almost feels like showing 
off, but I’ll flag a couple that caught my eye. For one, there’s been some 
good news on the prospect front, and with a high pick coming in, the 
pipeline will be in better shape this summer than it was a year ago. And 
that’s good because after this year, they’ll need it. 

Positive thought No. 2: James van Riemsdyk looked good again, posting 
his best season since returning to the Flyers. After the first two years of 
his UFA deal, he was trending towards lost-cause status, so a turnaround 
at 31 is an unexpected and potentially important plot twist. 

Positive thought No. 3: Carter Hart made my job a lot easier in the 
prediction contest. No? Not positive enough? OK, how about the fact that 
(as Charlie points out), his nightmare season will probably lead to a more 
manageable second contract. If you still believe in the kid — and I think 
you should — then that’s kind of good news, as long as you don’t think 
about it too much. 

New Jersey Devils 

The negative: They’ll miss the playoffs for the eighth time in nine years, 
and barring a late surge they’ll end up with the worst record the team has 
had since they first made the playoffs back in 1988. 

Positive thought No. 1: Every year there’s one team with a terrible record 
that has better underlying numbers than you might think, and this year it’s 
the Devils. They hovered around 50 percent in five-on-five expected 
goals and possession but got smoked on special teams. That’s not good, 
but it can usually be fixed. 

Positive thought No. 2: The other key piece of the puzzle was 
goaltending, which was bad. Some of that was due to Corey Crawford’s 
sudden retirement that left them without the depth they’d have liked. And 
some is Mackenzie Blackwood having an up-and-down season. That’s 
not a great sign, but at 24 you figure he’ll be better down the road. 

Positive thought No. 3: The biggest thing you were probably hoping for 
as a Devils fan was a big breakout from Jack Hughes, and you … well, 
you didn’t get that. But you did get a strong start, a few multi-point games 
down the stretch, and enough overall improvement that you can still feel 
OK about his chances of developing into a legitimate first-line player. 

Calgary Flames 

The negative: They started slow, fired their coach, then finished slow. 
The big three of Johnny Gaudreau, Sean Monahan and Matthew 
Tkachuk ranged from so-so to disappointing, and Jacob Markstrom was 
just OK after a decent start. 

Positive thought No. 1: They’re technically still alive, and while their late-
season push for a playoff spot will almost certainly end up being futile, 
there’s something to be said for playing meaningful games. That 
something is “It’s way better to play them in the playoffs,” but we’re 
working with what we’ve got here. 

Positive thought No. 2: It’s a cliché, but their best players have been their 
best players over the last few weeks, which could be a good sign for the 
future. Yes, your best players should be your best players all the time, 
but that didn’t happen enough in Calgary for most of the year. Recently, it 
did. 

Positive thought No. 3: Much like the Kings, the Flames could point to the 
revamped Pacific and wonder “Why not us?” It’s not like this year’s North 
was exactly a murderer’s row, and maybe you just decide to tear it all 
down and start over. But if not, the path back to the playoffs is right there. 

Whichever one of the Stars or Predators don’t get the Central spot 

The negative: You’ll be literally the only fan base in the league that got 
their hopes up down the stretch and then missed out. 

Positive thought No. 1: Let’s be honest, it’s way more fun to watch the 
playoffs when your team isn’t in them. You’re disappointed now, and 
that’s fine, but in a few days you’ll be over it and everyone else will be 
ready to strangle someone over some missed hooking penalty in Game 1 
while you’re cracking a beer and egging them on. 

Positive thought No. 2: Next year, if all goes according to plan, you’ll be 
out of this hellhole division and back to the Central, where you’ll have to 
deal with the Avalanche and then a bunch of teams you’ll at least feel like 
you have a chance of beating. 

Positive thought No. 3: Seriously, this whole thing was pointless because 
you were going to get swept by the Hurricanes anyway. 

Buffalo Sabres 

The negative: Dude. 

Positive thought No. 1: It can’t get any worse. 

No really, that wasn’t meant to be sarcastic. It can’t get any worse. It just 
can’t. This is a Leafs fan talking, and even I can’t imagine anything more 
depressing than where the Sabres are at right now. And that means 
there’s nowhere to go but up. Every other team in the league is one 
wrong move away from taking a step back, but that’s not even possible in 
Buffalo. And in a very horrible way, that knowledge is kind of freeing for a 
fan base. It might not get any better, but it can’t possibly get worse. 
(Unless it does.) (Oh no.) 

Positive thought No. 2: The last third of the season hasn’t been awful. It 
hasn’t been good, but the Sabres have earned a few wins, and the Don 
Granato era has been good for some of the young players. The team is 
rebuilding a front office and scouting staff. And while the deadline wasn’t 
a big win, Kevyn Adams added some picks and pieces. There’s 
something here to build within the offseason. What could go wrong? 

Positive thought No. 3: Oh right, Jack Eichel. Look, he’ll either be back 
next year, healthy and with a chip on his shoulder, ready to prove all the 
doubters wrong. Or he’ll be traded, which is a deal that Sabres will 
probably lose, but will certainly change the mix, and it’s not like it’s been 
working so far. There have been teams that have dealt away franchise 
players and won the deal. Not many, but a few. Just find the next Peter 
Forsberg and you’re all set. 

Bonus positive thought No. 4 because the Sabres need it: Michael 
Houser might be the best damn story of the year. The worst team in the 
league finishing this dumb year with a genuinely heart-warming plotline 
involving a ninth-string goalie might just be the perfect end to the 
weirdest season ever. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens spoil chance to solidify playoff spot with 
embarrassing effort 

 

Eric Engels 

 

This wasn’t about the Montreal Canadiens’ opponent on this night – an 
Ottawa Senators team that’s been at the bottom of the North Division 
from wire to wire but one that has also played exceptionally well down 
the stretch. This was about the Canadiens no-showing in a game that, if 
won, would’ve essentially stamped their ticket to the playoffs. 

This was the Canadiens’ opportunity to make the math virtually 
impossible for both the Calgary Flames and Vancouver Canucks to 
overcome, their chance to bury both teams in the race, notch a fourth 
consecutive win for the first time all season and keep the pressure on a 
Winnipeg Jets team just barely ahead of them, and they robbed 
themselves of it with an effort so poor they should be embarrassed – and 
not because it was a sixth loss to the Senators this season. 

This young, plucky team in Ottawa has been one of the best in the 
league over the last month or so, and Wednesday’s 5-1 win was their 
eighth in their last 11. They deserve full credit for it. They’re a persistent, 
structured group that’s consistently mustered an appropriate effort nearly 
every time they’ve hit the ice, and they’ll benefit from that down the line – 
even without a chance to build on it in this year’s playoffs. 
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That’s what the regular season is about. It’s about establishing good 
habits and building towards your best game. 

We had seen some of that take shape for the Canadiens over their three 
contests prior to this one. It was evident in the character they displayed in 
coming back, in the way their special teams units came up clutch and in 
their general patience in adhering to their plan despite giving up leads to 
the opposition. 

But this loss featured some of the bad habits the Canadiens have 
displayed all season, and it can send them cratering if they don’t bounce 
back from it immediately, with a game against the Division-leading 
Toronto Maple Leafs on tap Thursday being one of four remaining before 
the real heavy lifting needs to get done. 

“Just the intensity of our game,” is something the Canadiens need to 
correct, according to Joel Edmundson, who scored Montreal’s only goal 
and was one of the team’s only players who put in an unimpeachable 
effort in Wednesday’s game. 

“The past three games we were obviously all connected all over the ice 
and our intensity was there and we knew how big those games were,” 
Edmundson continued. “It just felt like tonight we weren’t all there. And 
there’s no nights off in this league. That’s what’s going to happen if 
you’re not on your game.” 

We know the schedule has been beyond demanding, that the Canadiens 
have basically been skating suicides for five weeks straight and that 
heavy legs are to be expected on any given night. 

But they know that, too. And they know that when the energy isn’t there, 
the game needs to be simplified and the system needs to be followed to 
the letter. 

“There’s a physical side, and you can compensate by being sharp 
mentally,” said Canadiens coach Dominique Duchame, “and we were not 
good in all areas.” 

There was no excuse for it – especially with what was on the line. 

“I think everybody in that locker room coming into tonight’s game knew 
what we were capable of doing and we knew where we are in the 
standings—right there with Winnipeg and tied,” said Josh Anderson. “So 
we could’ve taken a lead there in the standings, and, honestly, it just 
wasn’t our night.” 

Teammate Jeff Petry, who, along with Edmundson, was one of the few 
Canadiens playing at the level expected of him, said they were bad at the 
start, in the middle and to finish. 

It’s not a good vibe to carry to Toronto – and into these final games if it 
persists. 
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“We can’t have bad habits slip in,” said Petry. “We have to really sharpen 
up and make sure we’re on top of our game here down the stretch and 
have that momentum on our side going into the playoffs.” 

It’s there where a good start to the game is imperative, and the 
Canadiens have got to begin having them after giving up the game’s first 
goal in five straight. 

There are other things to correct—from the engagement level of certain 
players to the general attention to detail from everyone. It’s why they 
can’t just toss away the tape from this loss. They need to review it, 
realize to what end they failed to rise to the occasion and correct it all 
before they move forward. 

“We gotta use that and have an answer tomorrow and have a bounce-
back game,” said Ducharme. 

It’s not going to be easy without much sleep, without Carey Price, 
Brendan Gallagher, Shea Weber, Paul Byron, Jonathan Drouin and 
possibly Tomas Tatar, and against a rested Leafs team looking to 
avenge Monday’s loss. 

But nothing’s ever easy at this juncture of the season. 

“We have to find a way to battle through it,” said Petry. “It’s inevitable at 
this time of year whether it’s on a normal schedule or the schedule we 
have—you’re going to feel fatigued some nights, but mentally we have to 
be sharp… 

“It’s just the mentality of doing the little things when you’re not feeling on 
top of your game that you can still do.” 

The Canadiens didn’t have it at Canadian Tire Centre, but they had 
better have it at Scotiabank Arena. 

“Be ready to start,” said Anderson. “It’s pretty simple; we’ve got to come 
out and perform, have everybody buying in to the system and to the 
game tomorrow night because it’s a big game. Playing against Leafs… it 
could be a matchup. We’ve got to come out hard, physical and play the 
right way and play hard for 60 minutes. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kirill Semyonov signing proves Maple Leafs' KHL pipeline 
still open 

 

Luke Fox 

 

The pipeline between the Kontinental Hockey League and the Toronto 
Maple Leafs remains open, despite a pair of 2021 recruits failing to pan 
out as planned. 

In signing a one-year, $925,000 entry-level contract with the Maple Leafs 
Wednesday, Kirill Semyonov is following a path forged by KHL free 
agents like Ilya Mikheyev and Igor Ozhiganov and, most recently, Mikko 
Lehtonen and Alexander Barabanov. 

Semyonov — a 26-year-old Gagarin Cup champion — will file for a work 
visa within the next two weeks with hopes of flying to Toronto with his 
wife and two young children by late June or early July. 

Not unlike Barabanov and Mikheyev before him, he is an experienced, 
cap-friendly forward ready to chase his lifelong NHL dream in earnest. 

“Kirill is a very smart, two-way centre. He would be a great addition. 
Plays very responsibly [and] hard,” Semyonov’s agent, Dan Milstein, 
explained in a phone call Wednesday. 

“It's been a dream to play in the National Hockey League, and he feels 
it’s the best time to make a switch right now.” 

The undrafted Semyonov scored 10 goals and 26 points in 60 games 
with hometown club Avangard Omsk in 2020-21, his eighth KHL season. 
The 2019 KHL all-star chipped in another nine playoff points during 
Avangard’s run to its first Gagarin Cup championship. 

Semyonov’s first attempt to crack the NHL can be traced back to 2015, 
when he was invited to the Chicago Blackhawks development camp. 

He has been on the Maple Leafs’ radar for the past three seasons, as 
GM Kyle Dubas and Toronto’s chief European scout-slash-recruiter, Jim 
Paliafito, had been keeping in communication with Milstein. 

“There were quite a few other teams interested,” Milstein said. “Over the 
past two years, a lot. A lot.” 

Semyonov wanted to play out his contract with Omsk and take time to 
consider his next move. 

“His game will translate well in North America,” Milstein said. “Over the 
last three seasons Bob Hartley has been his head coach, so he’s used to 
North American head coaches as well.” 

A contract, of course, doesn’t guarantee ice time. 
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There was significant buzz when KHL imports Lehtonen, 27, and 
Barabanov, 26, arrived in Toronto at the outset of 2020-21. Both 
struggled to carve roles for themselves in coach Sheldon Keefe’s 
competitive lineup. They ended up on non-playoff teams once it became 
apparent they were on the wrong side of the roster bubble. 

Dubas worked with their representatives to facilitate trades that would 
keep their North American chances afloat. 

Lehtonen was dealt to Columbus after nine games on Toronto’s bottom 
pairing. Barabanov was moved to San Jose at the deadline after 13 
games with limited shifts. 

Barabanov is also a Milstein client. The versatile winger has since 
contributed five points in his first five games with the Sharks — a better 
fit, a greater opportunity. 

Did Semyonov hesitate to sign in Toronto considering how Barabanov’s 
tenure ended? 

“No,” Milstein replied. 

Semyonov has a close connection to Mikheyev, which should ease his 
transition to a foreign city. 

The two were born just 17 days apart in Omsk. They were schoolmates 
and teammates from minor hockey right through to their days with 
Avangard. 

With seven current Maple Leafs forwards playing on expiring UFA 
contracts, and Dubas’s cap picture dependent on overachieving bargain 
finds (see: Jason Spezza, Joe Thornton, Alex Galchenyuk) expect 
Semyonov to be firmly in the mix competing for an NHL spot at their 
2021-22 camp. 

The goal will be to make an impression and force his way into becoming 
a fixture the way Mikheyev has. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Canadiens' Kotkaniemi is due for an upswing 

 

Eric Engels 

 

As Jesperi Kotkaniemi gets set to open up Wednesday’s game in Ottawa 
centring Jake Evans and Artturi Lehkonen, here’s a reminder of why he 
was lined up on Phillip Danault’s wing to begin with in Brendan 
Gallagher’s absence. 

Because the discourse in the fan base around Kotkaniemi right now 
appears to be volleying somewhere between negative and concerned, 
and it’s easy to forget the progress that led him to that position, while the 
goals aren’t pouring in and the points aren’t piling up. Canadiens coach 
Dominique Ducharme first put this 20-year-old centre to the right of 
Danault and Tomas Tatar in the first week April, and he did it in 
recognition of what Kotkaniemi was doing particularly well at the time. 

"What he can do on the forecheck, the work he can do around the net, 
the plays he can make with Danault and Tatar, that will create offence," 
Ducharme said on April 6, the day after Gallagher went down with a 
fractured right thumb. 

"Also, K.K. has grown and continues to grow, he’s gained experience 
defensively and often they find themselves facing the other team’s good 
players, so we have confidence in him that he’ll be able to do the job with 
them." 

That confidence hasn’t waned, even if Ducharme glued Kotkaniemi to the 
bench for the final 14 minutes of Monday’s win over the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 

The coach is now placing him back at his position of preference, putting 
him with two players who are playing confidently and well of late, and 

Ducharme is convinced Kotkaniemi will bring those good elements in his 
game back to the forefront. 

"He’s grown a lot and is still a young player," Ducharme said on Tuesday. 
"He’s got a better idea, image of what he needs to do to have success. 
It’s not easy to duplicate every night. We’re here to work with him so he 
reaches that level (but) it doesn’t come with a click. You go through ups 
and downs. He’ll come out of it stronger." 

Just like Kotkaniemi has on several occasions since being drafted third 
overall by the Canadiens in 2018. He started with 11 goals and 34 points 
in 79 games as the youngest player in the NHL over the 2018-19 season. 

A tough sophomore season saw him demoted to the AHL, where he put 
up 13 points in 12 games before vaulting himself back up the depth chart 
and playing a pivotal role in helping the Canadiens get past the 
Pittsburgh Penguins in the play-ins last summer and nearly past the 
Philadelphia Flyers in the first round of the playoffs. 

It's been up and down for Kotkaniemi this season, with only five goals 
and 20 points to show for his efforts through 51 games. But up and down 
is a natural progression for a player this young, one we just saw 21-year-
old Nick Suzuki go through. 

Suzuki struggled through much of March and most of April, and that was 
normal. But a recent conversation with Ducharme helped both player and 
coach unearth the solution and Suzuki has suddenly scored in six 
straight games, collecting 10 points over that stretch. 

"Every young player goes through highs and lows, but you always have 
to go back to what makes you successful, what got you to this level and 
how you will have success at this level," said Ducharme. 

For Suzuki, that meant playing with more bite, getting more engaged in 
puck battles and taking more pride in getting pucks turned over to 
transition to the parts of the ice where he excels most. As Ducharme 
explained on Tuesday, Suzuki needed to stop relying as much on his 
above-average anticipation ability and start moving his feet more and 
reacting to the plays as they develop. 

For Kotkaniemi, who has a similar skill set, the process is almost 
identical, and the ignition point is his skating. 

When he ramps up his stride, everything else falls into place. 

"That’s where he creates more space and time for himself to make his 
plays, and that’s where you see his talent come out," said Ducharme. 
"Same thing for his implication in winning loose pucks and winning 50-50 
battles. All that allows him to have the puck more often, and when he’s 
implicated and dynamic like that, that’s when you see his talent come 
out." 

There’s no lack of faith from the coach in that talent. 

Part of the reason we haven’t seen it come out as often as anyone would 
like is the schedule the Canadiens have been in over the last five weeks 
— playing four games in six nights, three in four and at least two back-to-
back. We knew it would be a physical grind for the Canadiens veterans, 
but it’s been that and a mental one for their young players. 

When we spoke with Kotkaniemi last week, that’s what he referenced as 
a reason for why he hasn’t been able to find the back of the net for a 
while. It was 16 games without a goal then, and it’s 19 now. 

"We’re playing a lot," he said. "Every day we’ve got a practice day or a 
day off, trying to mentally get a little bit away from hockey and think about 
something else. I feel physically it’s hard, but I think mentally, too — even 
harder. Big games, so sometimes it’s harder to get ready for the game, 
but we do our best." 

Kotkaniemi also said that the key to him playing his best game is being 
mentally engaged from the start, focusing on the details that enable him 
to bring what had him trusted to take a spot next to Danault and Tatar 
initially and the spot he filled next to Danault and Josh Anderson on 
Monday. 

We’ve seen what the Finn can do when he’s skating at his top end, 
finishing his hits and shooting without hesitation. Wednesday’s game 
presents an opportunity for him to return to that base and build on it as 
the Canadiens approach playoffs. 
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Ducharme knows he can do it, and he knows Kotkaniemi remains an 
important piece to this team’s success. And no one else within the 
organization has lost sight of that, even if some people on the outside 
appear to have. 
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Sportsnet.ca / What’s next for Tom Wilson and the Capitals after his 
latest incident? 

 

justin-bourne 

 

Tom Wilson has put the NHL in a bad spot, and they don’t like it. 

The front office of the league has been faced with a big challenge over 
the past couple decades. They’ve had to find ways to clean up some of 
the game’s more dangerous aspects (concerns over both player health 
and lawsuits are real) while keeping its physicality, which is undeniably 
one of hockey's more magnetic qualities. 

Last season’s Battle of Alberta flare-ups were a reminder of how inter-
personal dramas draw eyeballs and attention. 

When you zoom out, the NHL has done a good job pushing for that 
balance. We see far fewer blindside hits these days, fighting has declined 
consistently over that span, and young speed and skill players can 
survive in a league that never would have stood for anyone Svechnikov-
ing the puck into the net back when every fourth line was populated by 
bouncers on skates. 

This is where the league is in a tough spot. While they do want the speed 
and skill and safety to tick up, they don’t want to lose the fireworks 
entirely, and so striking that balance is nearly impossible. Aiming to “keep 
the fireworks” explicitly probably isn’t a great look either. And so what 
Wilson has done, and continues to do, is shine a 1,000 watt halogen 
floodlight on that awkward grey area between the desire for both 
increased safety and interpersonal fireworks that the NHL would surely 
like to keep in the shadows. 

I’m of the belief Wilson’s going to eventually pay for that. 

Remaining Time -4:07 

John Scott shocked Wilson wasn't suspended 40 games 

The way the NHL evaluates suspensions has been discussed a lot over 
the past day or so, but a reminder: they identify whether a standalone 
incident is suspendable before taking into account who the perpetrator 
was. That means that if the Wilson/Panarin interaction was Panarin 
throwing down (pick a name) Conor Sheary, would Panarin get 
suspended for it? 

I’m not here to quibble over how you personally parsed the Zapruder-
style slo-mo of Wilson/Panarin (which combined with the Capitals 
“violence” tweet has done these conversations no favours). But I am here 
to tell you the NHL has decided that, after watching it in real time and at 
game speed enough times, they see two guys wrestling after a whistle 
(one of whom happens to be extremely strong and who also may have a 
whiff of Lennie from Of Mice and Men to his comportment) and wouldn’t 
have suspended other players for that event. That makes Wilson’s past 
history irrelevant. If you take issue with that part, we’re on to a totally 
different conversation. 

So here the league sits, having to rather uncomfortably admit that they 
endorse some measure of these physical altercations because of the 
actions of Tom Wilson, who’s officially a player at a crossroads. 

He can clean it up or move from the crossroads to the crosshairs. 

There are two directions offered to the big winger now. One is that he 
can consciously make a real change (which is like fixing your grip in golf, 
super hard but often necessary), and try and emulate what seems to be 
happening with Brad Marchand in Boston. Marchand was a serial 

offender who was disciplined by the league numerous times, but now has 
seemingly switched his focus to actual hockey somewhere along the 
way. Nobody’s going to make the case Marchand’s become Mother 
Theresa on skates, but after suspensions in four straight years from 
2015-18, he’s more than three years removed from league discipline, is 
miles above a point-per-game over that time, and has picked up Hart 
Trophy votes along the way. 

Nobody’s asking Wilson to be Mother Theresa either, but if he could stop 
putting his colleagues in the hospital that’d be preferred. 

Remaining Time -4:06 

Will the Rangers face consequences for statement released about 
Wilson? 

The other choice is he can be Raffi Torres, who also pushed the league 
to the brink, brought the conversation all the way to “what the hell is the 
league going to do about this guy,” then crossed the line one last time 
and essentially got himself suspended out of the league. Torres was 
suspended for 41 games in October of 2015, got fined nearly half a 
million dollars, and after some AHL time and one more tryout he couldn’t 
get an NHL job and announced his retirement a year later. 

One thing I expect to come from all this is some accountability for the 
teams who enable players like Wilson. After Matt Cooke was suspended 
some five times in a three-year span -- with his last suspension costing 
the Penguins 17 games of his otherwise useful play -- the team took it 
into their own hands and addressed him directly. The story at the time 
was that Mario Lemieux, Ray Shero and Dan Bylsma basically explained 
it was time to clean it up or be gone. Cooke ended up with a Masterton 
Trophy nomination the following year, posting a career low in PIMs-per-
game and a career high in goals with 19. 

It was around that time that Lemieux was suggesting to the NHL that 
team fines accompany player discipline, with escalating numbers (as the 
players see escalating games) that could rise as high as a million dollars. 
Just a hunch here, but I’m guessing post-pandemic that a number of 
owners would be wary of employing the types of players who could cost 
them dollar amounts so significant. 

I can’t think of a better deterrent for players who like to “play on the edge” 
than making employment tougher to come by. Half the reason guys put 
on that edge in the first place is because they believe it makes them 
more employable. 

Remaining Time -4:11 

What kind of message is NHL sending with Wilson decision? 

Right now the Washington Capitals play Wilson 17 minutes a night, they 
defend his actions at every turn and at times this season he has worn a 
letter as a team captain. That’s tough to square with the guy who’s 
injured multiple opponents this year and who stood preening in the 
penalty box after his latest infraction. The league certainly sees the way 
the Caps have handled Wilson as enabling, and they’re not wrong. Were 
teams to become more accountable for their players it would be to the 
benefit of both the players and the NHL. 

The great drama ahead is whether Wilson saw his non-suspension as an 
endorsement of his playing style, or as narrowly getting away with one. If 
it’s the former, and he commits another borderline act, I think he’s got a 
Torres number coming. If he’s wise enough to wipe the sweat from his 
brow, pay his piddly $5,000 fine and focus on hockey, the Caps may 
have a good player they can keep in their lineup. 

Earlier I mentioned how Matt Cooke had a great season after his 
organization confronted him and his playing style, and how that’s an 
option for Wilson, too. I did leave out, though, that three years later 
Cooke kneed Tyson Barrie and got suspended for seven games. The 
point here is that while I think a solid jerk of the chain from the Capitals 
could rein Wilson in for a while here, it’s likely only a matter of time 
before we’re back having this conversation about him again, only the 
question won’t be about if he should be suspended, but for how long. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Projecting the Maple Leafs' playoff lineup: Who gets 
scratched? 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – The playoffs are nigh, and the Toronto Maple Leafs are 
about to tinker with a winning lineup. 

The return of some healthy, established veterans will force verdicts at 
every position. The internal battles to earn coach Sheldon Keefe’s trust 
and carve a role in the optimal Game 1 lineup are already underway. 

“I'm not set on any of it,” Keefe said, with just a handful of regular-season 
dates remaining. “Every day we're kind of evaluating it and [we’ll] make a 
decision from there. We'll see what Zach Hyman's status is going to be 
here in the next little while. That might get us to move some things 
around. I'm happy with it here right now, and I'm happy with how things 
are falling into place underneath that, but I continue to look at it and think 
about it every day.” 

So do hardcore fans, who wonder if impressive call-up Rasmus Sandin 
has done enough to stick or what type of impact Frederik Andersen’s 
long-awaited return will have on the crease. 

“The only thing that the players can control is their performance and their 
role in grabbing onto a role and then being consistent and being 
responsible and showing that you bring value to the group,” Keefe said. 
“We've got a lot of different options when we're healthy.” 

We sifted through those options to make our best guesstimate on the 
Maple Leafs’ starting lineup for Game 1. 

Like everything these days, our projections are subject to change. 

Home of the Leafs 

Stream 38 Toronto Maple Leafs games this season with Sportsnet NOW. 
Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

FORWARDS 

Zach Hyman–Auston Matthews–Mitch Marner 

Nick Foligno–John Tavares–William Nylander 

Ilya Mikheyev–Alexander Kerfoot–Wayne Simmonds 

Joe Thornton–Riley Nash–Jason Spezza 

Next men up: Alex Galchenyuk, Adam Brooks, Pierre Engvall, Nick 
Robertson 

Plenty for the organization to contemplate here, but we believe the Maple 
Leafs will adopt a tie-goes-to-the-veteran approach to begin the post-
season and keep some youthful exuberance on deck for when they need 
a spark. 

Hyman and deadline scoop Nash are both back practising (in non-
contact sweaters) after suffering knee injuries. Both should be ready in 
time for meaningful action. 

Matthews and Marner are an elite duo enjoying a season for the ages, 
regardless who’s hopped on their left-wing carousel. But Hyman is the 
most familiar and effective forechecker on the club. Give him top-line 
duties. 

Responsible rental Foligno has notched an assist in every full game 
played on the top unit. But we’re expecting him to get some run 
alongside the revved-up Tavares-Nylander combo as the regular season 
wraps and into the playoffs — thus bumping the streakier Galchenyuk (a 
minus-8 Leaf) to the press box. 

Galchenyuk is doing all he can to cling on lately, punctuating Saturday’s 
goal with an emphatic celebration and setting up Morgan Rielly with a 
nifty between-the-legs pass Monday. 

Foligno suffered an upper-body injury Monday in Montreal and is listed 
as day-to-day. This could affect Galchenyuk’s usage in particular. 

"I've talked to him quite a bit, probably more than any of our players here 
in the last little while, just to try to get his game playing at a real high 
level," Keefe said Wednesday. "He's an important player for us. He's 
been getting a lot of opportunity; I think he's done a good job of it. We 
want to want to see him continue to be that reliable presence on that 
[Tavares] line in terms of forechecking, his tracking, his defending, all 
those kinds of things. 

"He's set a really high standard for himself in how he played. And now we 
have an expectation that he can remain there." 

Members of the bottom six, a source of great tinkering all year, cannot 
afford to take a playoff game or two off without risking replacement. 

The list of forwards champing at the bit for post-season experience is 
deep and versatile. Engvall has fallen down the chart of late, but he 
scored in his most recent appearance. Taxi squad pushers Brooks and 
Robertson have high ceilings to match their high hopes. And UFA 
Galchenyuk is busting his butt to stick in the league. 

Brooks is developing fine chemistry with Thornton and Spezza on a 
productive fourth line. That said, the 24-year-old is still in happy-to-be-
here mode, whereas a wily veteran like Nash kills penalties and brings 32 
games of playoff experience to go with his 578 in the regular season. 

“Brooksie is one that's really taken advantage of his [opportunity] and run 
with it here,” Keefe says. “He does what you want young players to do, 
which is don't give the coaches a reason to take you out and control what 
you can control. 

“You can play him any position, help you on the power play or the penalty 
kill if you need him to. That's nice to have on the bench. 

“In terms of how the lineup looks when the playoffs come around, a lot of 
things can change, but what you're looking to do is just continue to build 
people up when they're rolling like they are and, all of a sudden, you've 
got another option. That's a great thing to have.” 

Remaining Time -0:55 

Maple Leafs focusing on mini series with Canadiens as a playoff preview 

DEFENCE 

Morgan Rielly–T.J. Brodie 

Jake Muzzin–Justin Holl 

Rasmus Sandin–Travis Dermott 

Next men up: Zach Bogosian, Ben Hutton, Timothy Liljegren 

With the exception for a couple of minor injuries and maintenance days, 
the Maple Leafs’ top four has virtually remained unchanged since the 
puck dropped in January. Don’t expect movement there. 

Keefe has described prospect Liljegren (a righty) and deadline pickup 
Hutton (a lefty) as “important people to us,” and the club felt it was 
important to get them some minutes once a playoff spot was clinched. 

Toronto allowed a season-low 16 shots on goal in their 4-1 win over 
Vancouver Thursday with Hutton and Liljegren replacing the resting 
Rielly and Muzzin. 

“We had the big boys out, so it was nice to see the new guys come in 
and show how strong our depth is,” Dermott said. “Those guys played 
great.” 

The only real question here is which two of Sandin, Dermott and the 
injured Bogosian make up the third pairing for Game 1. 

“You can think about it a selfish way and be like, ‘Oh, damn, we have a 
lot of competition.’ But we want to win a Cup here,” Dermott said. “That’s 
our goal, and defensive depth is an important part of that — and we’re 
showing it.” 

With Bogosian (shoulder) not due back until May 18 at the earliest — as 
of Sunday, he had yet to skate — and possibly recovering until the end of 
the month, Sandin-Dermott is the safe bet here. 
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How do things change once Bogosian, with his Cup ring and penalty-
killing prowess, is good to go? 

Leafs Nation has been diagnosed with Stage 3 Sandin fever, and the 
rookie has received rave reviews from teammates and coaches alike for 
his blend of hard checking and slick puck-moving. 

“He's a pretty easygoing guy,” Keefe says. “The poise you see him play 
with is reflective of his personality. He doesn't get rattled. He's confident 
in himself. He's got a lot of great qualities that you like to see in young 
players that allow them to come in and play really well.” 

Adds Rielly: "He's been outstanding. The one area of his game that I like 
a lot is just his patience with the puck. He holds onto it and makes plays, 
and it's awesome to see from a young player." 

To be fair, Dermott hasn’t been given the power-play opportunities 
granted to Sandin, and he’s been playing his off-side since Bogosian 
went down. 

GOALIES 

Starter: Jack Campbell 

Backup: Frederik Andersen 

Next men up: David Rittich, Michael Hutchinson 

After the carriage poofed into a pumpkin and Jack Campbell’s record-
setting 14-game win streak tumbled into his first pull of the season and a 
three-game losing skid, Keefe can point to the moment his new starter 
began to rebound. 

Toronto was clinging to 4-3 lead in Winnipeg late on April 22. Pierre-Luc 
Dubois darts behind the defence and streaks in on Campbell, a potential 
morale-killer on his tape: 

“He makes a big save on a breakaway. You could just see his confidence 
rising and our confidence in him from there,” Keefe says. “It's really been 
great to see him recover and push past a tough stretch to get back to 
being very solid.” 

Since getting in his head and letting a few too many pucks in his net as 
his magical streak ran out, Campbell responded with six straight efforts in 
which he either got the win or pushed the game to OT. 

He’s 15-2-2 with two shutouts and a .925 save percentage. 

Frederik Andersen, rehabbing a knee injury, has not dressed since 
March 19. He’s 13-8-2 with a .897. 

This feels reminiscent of the Washington Capitals’ situation heading into 
the 2018 post-season. The eventual champs started the scrappy upstart 
(Philipp Grubauer) in Game 1 but switched to the long-serving veteran 
(Braden Holtby) when they got down in their first series. 

Give Campbell the reins; he’s earned them. But do not hesitate to make 
the switch to Fredzilla if Campbell falters. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs’ ‘engine’ Marner revs up his game 

Dynamic Maple Leafs winger Mitch Marner, the team’s points leader who 
also plays the most minutes per game among Toronto forwards, is 
maturing and growing both on and off the ice, Mark Masters writes. 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Wednesday ahead of 
Thursday’s game against the Montreal Canadiens 

What has been the most impressive part of the season Mitch Marner has 
put together?  

"Wow, a tough question, because there's so many things," said veteran 
forward Jason Spezza. "A lot of intangibles make him a great player. 
Hard to pinpoint one thing, but just his drive and overall energy and 
enthusiasm to play the game resonates through our team." 

Marner celebrated his 24th birthday on Wednesday. The dynamic winger 
has maintained a youthful exuberance even as he gets older and enters 
a new stage of a career in his fifth NHL season.  

        

    Mitch Marner gets a birthday hug from Frederik Andersen 

    Leafs winger is 24 today pic.twitter.com/uFQrAkZica 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) May 5, 2021 

"He's young at heart so I don't think we want him to get too mature yet," 
said defenceman Justin Holl with a chuckle, "but it's nice to see him grow 
up in front of our eyes. He's taken on a leadership role this year and he's 
done it really well. He's experiencing a lot of personal success as well so 
I'm really happy for him. He's the engine of our team."  

Marner plays the second-most minutes on the team and most among the 
forwards (22:26 per game). He also leads the Leafs in scoring with 64 
points, which ranks fourth in the NHL entering Wednesday's games. 
Marner is tied for seventh overall in even-strength goals (18). 

"He continues to grow and mature and step up on and off the ice," said 
captain John Tavares. "The maturity is just in terms of the way his 
leadership continues to grow off the ice and the way he wants to set the 
standard and be the example to the group in so many different areas. He 
continues to evolve into that. He's taken the bull by the horns with our 
group this year." 

Young at heart, birthday boy Marner is growing as a player and leader 

On his 24th birthday, Mitch Marner's teammates spoke about Toronto's 
star winger and how he has grown as a leader on and off the ice. Marner 
is tied for fourth in the league in points with 64, and plays on the top 
penalty kill, and as teammate Justin Holl says, he is the "engine of the 
team." 

--- 

Marner's success is tied to that of his linemate and good friend Auston 
Matthews, who will turn 24 in September.  

"The chemistry that him and Matty have formed is second to none in the 
league," Spezza said.  

Matthews has potted 39 goals putting him eight clear of his closest 
pursuer, Edmonton's Connor McDavid, in the Rocket Richard Trophy 
race.  

"We don't like to talk about individual awards until they happen," Spezza 
said with a smile, "but we obviously know what Auston is accomplishing 
this year. It shows that the team's had success ... and there’s no doubt 
that he's been the driving force for our year. He deserves all the 
accolades he gets and probably more for just how special of a player he 
is. We want to keep him going and help him out as much as we can 
[down] the stretch here to keep him scoring." 

Matthews has not gone more than five games without scoring this year. 
He has at least five goals against all six opponents he's faced.  

The numbers are gaudy. The consistency remarkable. But, in many 
ways, Matthews seems to be fulfilling his destiny.  

"With Auston's ability I don't think you're that surprised," said Tavares, 
who's in his third season with the Leafs. "I knew how great he was when I 
came. It's a big reason why I came ... He loves having the game on his 
stick and wants to be a driving force for our team and be one of the best 
players in the world." 

Matthews has thrived despite missing four games with a wrist injury and 
playing through pain much of the season. During an interview with 
NHL.com, Matthews' father told Mike Zeisberger there were times the 
Leafs centre could barely hold his stick. But Matthews just kept finding 
different ways to produce.  
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That determination was again on display on Monday night as the 
Canadiens did everything they could to take the Matthews shot away 
only to see the Arizona native work hard to get to the front of the net and 
deflect in a point shot.  

"He's the ultimate superstar," defenceman Morgan Rielly raved. "The way 
that he works, the way that he plays, you watch what he does for our 
team with the puck, without the puck, I mean, he's a special player. We're 
a bit spoiled. We're just used to seeing it, but he's certainly been putting it 
on display lately and we're just very proud of him." 

Matthews has scored 18 goals in the last 18 games.  

'Ultimate superstar' Matthews on 2-on-0 rush in OT, 'underrated' Danault 

Auston Matthews scored his 39th goal in his 48th game on Monday. 
"He's the ultimate superstar," said Morgan Rielly. Matthews nearly got 
the OT winner, but missed a pass from Mitch Marner when the pair were 
in all alone. "We just overpassed it," Matthews explained. "A little fatigue 
setting in." Matthews also praised Canadiens centre Phillip Danault. 
"Probably a pretty underrated guy as far two-way centres go." 

--- 

Nick Foligno has played on a line with Matthews and Marner since being 
acquired in a trade from Columbus, but the 33-year-old left Monday's 
game in the second period due to an upper-body injury. He'll miss 
Thursday's rematch against Montreal and is doubtful for Saturday's 
series finale.  

Foligno has dressed in five games for the Leafs so far and had hoped to 
build more chemistry with his new teammates down the stretch.  

"In terms of his own game and how he's feeling with our team and 
adjusting, I think he's already passed that point," insisted coach Sheldon 
Keefe. "I think we're in a good place there. He's very comfortable. His 
teammates are comfortable with him. Obviously, I was looking to move 
things around and try him in some different spots in the lineup and that's 
something that, with him missing time this week, that's going to impact 
my ability to do that." 

Joe Thornton, who has registered a point in six straight games, skated 
alongside Matthews and Marner at practice.  

Leafs' Foligno out for Thursday's game and doubtful for Saturday 

Nick Foligno left the game against the Montreal Canadiens on Monday 
late in the second period and did not return due to an apparent upper-
body injury. Head coach Sheldon Keefe spoke provided an update on 
Foligno's status today, saying he's "day-to-day" and will not play on 
Thursday. 

--- 

Sidelined since March 19 due to a knee injury, Frederik Andersen is 
finally ready to return to game action.   

"Today was an important day for him as [it was] his second full practice," 
said Keefe. "All indications are that it went well and he's feeling good. So, 
with that being the case, the plan is for him to go on a conditioning loan 
to the Marlies and he will play half a game tomorrow. That's a good way 
to get him back into it and then things will be re-assessed from there." 

The Marlies host the Manitoba Moose at 3 pm ET on Thursday. You can 
watch the game on TSN2. It will be Andersen's first American Hockey 
League appearance since the 2013-14 season.  

And while Andersen shakes off the rust, Jack Campbell is looking to 
shake off his fourth loss of the season. 

"We played well enough to win the game and then it comes down to a 
kind of fluky goal to tie it up and send it in to overtime," Campbell said. 
"That's something that I work on a lot and for it to go in at that point, I'm 
not going to overthink it, but obviously would have been nice to get out of 
there after 60 with the win. I thought the guys played hard and we 
definitely could have won the game."  

Campbell is adapting to an increased workload and trying to do a better 
job of riding the ups and downs over the course of the season. 

"We're just going to bounce back and play really hard next game," the 
29-year-old promised. 

Campbell and goalie coach Steve Briere worked on sealing the post 
before practice started on Wednesday mimicking the play that led to the 
Phillip Danault equalizer in Montreal.  

Despite Monday's setback, Campbell is still 15-2-2 with a .925 save 
percentage this season.  

"What he's been able to do is incredible and he deserves all the 
confidence in the world," said Rielly. "To watch him do his thing and have 
fun and play and win, I mean, that's what team sports are all about." 

'That's what team sports are all about': Campbell's run inspires Leafs 

Jack Campbell is 15-2-2 with a .925 save percentage. "What he's been 
able to do is incredible and he deserves all the confidence in the world," 
said Morgan Rielly. "To watch him do his thing and have fun and play 
and win, I mean, that's what team sports are all about." Campbell was 
disappointed a "flukey" goal went in late in regulation on Monday, but 
vowed, "I'm not going to overthink it." 

--- 

With the Leafs power play struggling, Rasmus Sandin was promoted to 
the top unit during Monday's game and remained with Matthews, Marner, 
Tavares and William Nylander at Wednesday's practice. 

"As he gets more experience and gets more comfortable being in that 
role with our team, and I think in the NHL in general, he'll only get better 
and better," said Tavares. "You've seen that in the rest of the game, the 
more he plays the better he gets ... He has so much upside offensively 
and a lot of that goes to his instincts and his ability to deliver the puck 
really, really well whether that's to the net or the open man." 

There's a lot of talent on that top unit, but Sandin simply shrugged when 
asked what he needs to do to have success.  

"The stuff I've always done," the 21-year-old said. "The things I did down 
with the Marlies. The things I did when I got the chance to play with the 
second unit and just try to play the way I always have, move the puck 
well and try to be a duel threat on top. Those kind of things got me to this 
point." 

The Leafs have converted on just five of 65 power-play chances in 28 
games since March 4 and that 7.7 per cent conversation rate ranks last 
in the NHL in that stretch.  

A Sandin turnover led to a shorthanded chance for the Canadiens on 
Monday as the Leafs went 0-for-3 on the power play, but Keefe didn't 
mind how the Swede handled things, in general.  

"He looked comfortable, moved the puck well, moved it with poise," 
Keefe said. "Obviously, our power play wasn't nearly good enough. We 
need to get a goal. We get a goal on the power play then the game is 
well in hand and we failed to do that. It would be hard to say that 
anybody was very good on the power play." 

Sandin maintains spot as QB on top Leafs power play unit 

Rasmus Sandin continues to impress the Maple Leafs coaching staff, so 
much so that the young d-man once again practiced on the top power 
play unit at practice. Leafs captain John Tavares praised Sandin's poise 
and ability to walk the line, while Sandin says he's just trying to play the 
way he always has. 

--- 

After taking a puck to the face on Saturday night, Holl missed Monday's 
game. The defenceman returned to practice on Wednesday wearing a 
full shield and skating in his usual spot beside Jake Muzzin.  

"I'm actually feeling really good," Holl said. "It was more of a preventative 
deal the other day, sitting out of the game, but it was probably the smart 
thing to do and just let it heal a little bit. I feel good. I find myself in the 
bubble at least once a year so it's pretty familiar." 

--- 
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Before practice formally started, the Leafs gathered at the white board 
and welcomed Riley Nash with some stick taps. The centre, currently 
sidelined with a knee sprain, skated with his new teammates for the first 
time since being acquired from Columbus ahead of the trade deadline.  

    Leafs pumped at practice ... Happy to see Riley Nash and Zach 
Hyman with the main group pic.twitter.com/FOrWNMfvkB 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) May 5, 2021 

Zach Hyman also skated with the team for the first time since sustaining 
an MCL sprain on April 18. Both Hyman and Nash wore red no-contact 
sweaters and aren't expected to play this week.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Hyman, Nash return to practice; Holl in a bubble 

Zach Hyman and Riley Nash both participated at practice for the Maple 
Leafs sporting red no-contact sweaters. Nash was acquire from 
Columbus on April 9th, and Zach Hyman has been out since he took a 
knee-on-knee hit from Alex Edler. As well, Justin Holl returned to practice 
wearing a full face shield, an experience that feels familiar according to 
the Leafs d-man. 

--- 

Lines at Wednesday’s practice:  

Thornton - Matthews - Marner 

Galchenyuk - Tavares - Nylander 

Mikheyev - Kerfoot - Noesen 

Engvall - Spezza - Simmonds 

Hyman, Nash, Brooks 

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl 

Sandin - Dermott 

Hutton - Liljegren  

Campbell 

Andersen  

Power-play units at Wednesday's practice:  

Sandin  

Matthews - Tavares - Marner  

Nylander  

Rielly  

Kerfoot - Thornton - Spezza  

Simmonds  

Lines in 5-on-6 drills at Wednesday's practice:  

Muzzin - Holl  

Kerfoot - Matthews - Marner  

Rielly - Brodie  

Mikheyev - Tavares - Nylander 
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TSN.CA / High-drama Rangers season ends with firing of president, GM 

Despite taking a step forward this season and having just about every 
positional box checked with a star for the foreseeable future, the New 
York Rangers fired president John Davidson and general manager Jeff 

Gorton on Wednesday in a plot twist no one saw coming, Frank Seravalli 
writes. 

 

By Frank Seravalli 

 

The New York Rangers somehow packed a spellbinding, four-part 
Broadway drama into a 56-game shortened NHL season. 

There was the January dressing room dust-up between defenceman 
Tony DeAngelo and goaltender Alexandar Georgiev that led to 
DeAngelo’s season-long exile – definitely not a ‘Tony’ Award winner in 
asset management. 

Then superstar Artemi Panarin took a leave of absence in March, shaken 
after what the team alleged as a Russian political hit piece that really 
turned out to be a Vladimir Putin supporter just spouting his mouth off in 
an attempt to curry favour. 

Act Three was ignited by Capitals forward Tom Wilson with Monday’s 
melee at Madison Square Garden, causing the Rangers to condemn his 
“horrifying act of violence” in a pointed statement the likes of which the 
NHL has never before seen. 

That left Wednesday’s denouement, when the Rangers fired president 
John Davidson and general manager Jeff Gorton in a plot twist no one 
saw coming. 

That’s a jaw-dropping bite out of the Big Apple. 

Associate GM Chris Drury, who was promoted to that title in February 
after numerous dalliances with other clubs, was named the Rangers’ new 
president and general manager.  

His first order of business will be deciding the fate of coach David Quinn. 

“We want to thank ‘JD’ and Jeff for their contributions to the 
organization,” Rangers owner James Dolan, chairman of MSG Sports, 
said in a statement. “They are both great hockey professionals who 
worked hard for the Rangers, however, in order for the team to succeed 
in the manner our fans deserve, there needs to be a change in 
leadership.” 

While the timing of Wednesday’s news caught most everyone by 
surprise, multiple sources indicated that the fallout and damage control 
that came from Tuesday’s statement was more a coincidence than 
anything else. 

Yes, Davidson and Gorton quickly distanced themselves from Tuesday’s 
unattributed call for the head of NHL Department of Player Safety senior 
vice-president George Parros, one that was not well received by both the 
league office and many other clubs and general managers. Sources say 
Davidson and Gorton told other executives they did not learn of the 
statement until after it was released. 

But Dolan’s unhappiness with the direction of the team had already been 
simmering to a boil by that point. The sense was that Gorton knew as 
early as last weekend that Dolan might be considering a change. 

That does not necessarily explain why Davidson, hired in 2019 as 
Sather’s successor, followed Gorton out the door just shy of two years on 
the job. 

It was just over three years ago that Gorton and Sather penned a letter to 
fans announcing a rebuild after the Rangers won nine playoff series over 
seven straight postseason appearances. 

Since that letter, the Rangers won back-to-back Draft Lotteries – taking 
Alexis Lafreniere at No. 1 overall last October despite making the 24-
team playoff bubble, and jumping up to No. 2 in 2019 for Kaapo Kakko. 

There is no doubt Gorton will be atop the candidate list for the NHL’s next 
GM opening this summer. Forward. Defence. Goaltending. The Rangers 
have just about every positional box checked with a star for the 
foreseeable future. 
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They signed Panarin to an 11-year, $81.5 million deal, where the early 
1.38 point-per-game returns suggest he may be one of the best free 
agent signings in recent history. 

They nurtured along 23-year-old Adam Fox into a Norris Trophy 
candidate. And they’re well positioned in goal with Igor Shesterkin taking 
over as rightful heir to King Henrik’s throne. 

Oh, yeah. The Rangers have two prospects, Nils Lundkvist (10) and Vitali 
Kravtsov (16), in the Top 20 on TSN Director of Scouting Craig Button’s 
Top 75 NHL affiliated prospects list. And they have nearly $26 million in 
cap space awaiting this off-season, with double that awaiting the 
following year. That’s a blank slate for Drury. 

All of that begs the question: Why now? 

Maybe the one legitimate complaint for Gorton was not supplying Panarin 
and Fox and Co. with the proper protection this season, part of which 
resulted in Panarin getting manhandled on Monday night. New York had 
no response for Wilson. 

But the Rangers did take a step forward this season. They will finish the 
season in fifth place in a difficult East Division with a goal differential that 
in most years would signal a playoff spot. 

There was no crime in failing to make the playoffs this year behind four 
hardened, Stanley Cup contenders. There was always going to be one 
disappointed fifth-place team. It’s just that most would have assumed 
that’d be the Philadelphia Flyers – who were one win away from the 
Eastern Conference Final last August. But Broadway is five points ahead 
of Broad Street. 

Then again, Dolan has a notoriously itchy trigger finger. 

No one knows drama better than him. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs’ injury picture coming into focus 

Goalie Frederik Andersen is headed to the AHL on a conditioning stint, 
while winger Nick Foligno is likely to miss at least the next two games 
with an upper-body injury, Kristen Shilton writes. 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO —The Maple Leafs have a lot happening on the injury front.  

Coach Sheldon Keefe announced Wednesday that goaltender Frederik 
Andersen, who has been out with a knee injury since March 20, will go 
on a conditioning loan to the American Hockey League’s Toronto Marlies 
and play in half their game against Manitoba on Thursday.  

Meanwhile, Nick Foligno was absent from Toronto’s practice on 
Wednesday after leaving Monday’s game with an upper-body injury. He 
will not dress for the Leafs on Thursday against Montreal and is likely to 
miss Saturday’s tilt as well.  

Also expected to be out for the remaining games this week are injured 
forwards Zach Hyman (MCL) and Riley Nash (knee). Both players were 
present at practice on Wednesday for the first time since getting hurt, but 
were wearing no-contact sweaters. Keefe doesn’t believe either will be in 
the lineup before next Tuesday against Ottawa at the earliest.  

Staying patient has been key to Toronto handling injuries all season. 
That’s been especially true for Andersen, who has had ample runway 
into his AHL loan.  

“Today was an important day for him,” Keefe said of Andersen. “It was 
his second full practice with us to get through, and all indications are the 
day went well and he's feeling good. [Going to the Marlies] is just a good 
way for him to get himself back into it and then things will be reassessed 
from there.” 

Andersen hasn’t appeared in an AHL game since 2013-14. He was in the 
Anaheim Ducks organization then, and backstopped the Norfolk Admirals 
in four games before graduating to the NHL full time the following 
season.  

Andersen is currently on Long Term Injured Reserve and can stay there 
during an AHL loan of up to six days or three games.  

He hasn’t started a game for Toronto since March 19, a 4-3 loss to the 
Calgary Flames. That was the latest in a string of disappointing outcomes 
for Andersen, who hadn’t looked like himself since missing four games 
with a lower-body injury in late February.  

That defeat to Calgary put Andersen at 2-5-1 coming off the ailment, and 
the Leafs decided to shut him down again until the knee problem was 
fully resolved.  

Now that Andersen appears to be trending in the right direction, his 
teammates are hopeful to see him back for one of these final four 
regular-season games. 

“He's an important part of our team and he's going to be an important 
part of our team,” said Justin Holl, who also returned to practice on 
Wednesday after missing Monday's game with a facial injury. “So the 
sooner we can get him going again, the better for us. It's all encouraging 
stuff for us to see [him at practice].” 

The Leafs are counting on Foligno to be a big part of their postseason 
plans. Toronto acquired Foligno in a trade with Columbus last month and 
he’s made a near-seamless transition into the lineup, tallying four assists 
in five games. 

The veteran winger was forced to leave in the second period of Monday’s 
3-2 overtime loss to Montreal, putting his availability the rest of this week 
in doubt. 

Still, Keefe is confident that Foligno won’t miss a beat with the Leafs 
when he does get back. The challenge now is adjusting the plan without 
him for a spell.  

"In terms of his own game and how he's feeling with our team and 
adjusting, I think he’s already past that point and we're in a good place 
there,” Keefe said. 

“I was looking to move things around and try him in some different spots 
though. [The injury] is going to impact my ability to do that. It also has a 
trickle-down effect on other lines and coupled with not having [Hyman], 
that changes our lineup significantly. But I'm just going to take that a day 
at a time and get Foligno back to full health as quick as we can." 

Hyman hadn’t practised with the team since suffering an MCL sprain on 
April 18. After going through a couple early skating drills, Hyman mostly 
just observed Wednesday’s session. But his presence still had an impact, 
as did having Nash with the group. 

Nash was acquired by Toronto from Columbus on April 10, in exchange 
for a conditional seventh-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft. The trade 
came just days after Nash sprained his knee, and he was expected to 
miss at least four to six weeks rehabbing the injury.  

Wednesday was Nash’s first opportunity to get on the ice with all his new 
teammates. Like Hyman, he was more observer than participant, but 
Keefe made sure to formally welcome the newcomer with a round of pre-
practice stick taps.  

“We want to be as healthy as we can be,” said John Tavares. “That was 
Nash's first day out there with the guys, and we want to get him feeling 
good and more and more a part of the group, and we know how 
important Hyman is to our team. It was great to see them out there 
progressing and getting close [to returning]. We really like our team when 
we've got a full lineup.” 

Until everyone is back to full strength, Keefe will continue to tinker. He 
had Stefan Noesen, another trade-deadline acquisition, on the third line 
with Alex Kerfoot and Ilya Mikheyev at Wednesday’s practice, but there’s 
no guarantee he’ll make his Leafs’ debut in Thursday’s game. 

Keefe said there are still decisions to be made based on how players are 
feeling in the morning.  
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In the midst of all that uncertainty, there is the assurance of playoffs 
looming. Toronto hasn’t yet locked up the top seed in the North Division 
and Keefe’s main concern now is keeping his team from thinking too far 
ahead.  

“All we can do is stay focused [on the present],” he said. “But of course 
it's in the back of the players’ mind, and in the coach's mind for that 
matter, that you're at that stage where you want the playoffs to begin, 
and they're not going to. So we have to just [approach it as] every day is 
a new day and brings an opportunity for us to continue to get better, and 
we’ve got to focus on that.” 
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USA TODAY / Washington Capitals' T.J. Oshie records hat trick in first 
game since father's death 

 

Jace Evans 

 

The Washington Capitals' game against the New York Rangers was an 
ugly, fight-filled affair for long stretches, but it did produce a touching 
moment late in the proceedings.  

Capitals forward T.J. Oshie recorded the fourth regular-season hat trick 
of his career in his first game back in the Washington lineup following the 
death of his father Tim at age 56. Oshie missed Monday's game against 
the Rangers before announcing the death of his father, who had been 
diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease in 2012, on Tuesday morning.   

Oshie opened the scoring Wednesday night with a power-play goal just 
12 seconds into the second period. He added another tally on the power 
play later in the frame, then secured the hat trick – his first since 2017 – 
with an empty-net goal in the third period.  

The emotion showed for Oshie on the bench following his hat trick goal, 
which helped the shorthanded Caps finish off a 4-2 victory. 

“We are trying to be there for him and take care of him and he ends up 
taking care of us,” Capitals forward Nic Dowd said of Oshie, who was 
surrounded in a giant group hug from teammates at the Capitals bench 
after his hat trick goal.  

The Capitals wore helmet decals with "Coach" written on them in honor 
of the late "Coach Osh."  

"Anything we can do to support and be here for T.J. and his family. That's 
what teams do, I think," Capitals forward Nicklas Backstrom said. "We 
stick together, we're a family. All of us. Anything we can do to support 
and be there for them, we're going to do it."   

Oshie was not among the players made available to the media but he did 
share his thoughts on the emotional night in a tweet late Wednesday.  

"I have nothing but love for my teammates," he wrote. "I will be forever 
grateful for this night and especially because I got to share it with my 
brothers. #ForCoachOsh."   

Tim Oshie was on hand for the celebrations when the Capitals captured 
the 2018 Stanley Cup, and his embrace with son T.J. – and the younger's 
interview about "Coach Osh" – were among the most emotional moments 
of the Caps' championship victory.  
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USA TODAY / Capitals and Rangers begin game with full line brawl; Tom 
Wilson fights Brendan Smith on his first shift 

 

Jace Evans 

 

Tensions were understandably high between the Washington Capitals 
and New York Rangers following Monday night's fracas involving the 
Capitals' Tom Wilson.  

The two teams did not waste much time trying to settle the score in their 
rematch at Madison Square Garden on Wednesday night, as six fights 
occurred in the game's first five minutes.  

Right after the puck dropped, all three members of the Capitals' fourth 
line – Garnet Hathaway, Nic Dowd and Carl Hagelin – dropped the 
gloves with Rangers counterparts Colin Blackwell, Phillip Di Giuseppe 
and Kevin Rooney.  

Next up on the fight card was the main event, as the Rangers' Brendan 
Smith pounced on Wilson during the tough guy's first shift on the ice. 
Smith was assessed 12 minutes in instigator penalties for starting the 
fight.  

Later in the first period, the Capitals' Michael Raffl fought the Rangers' 
Anthony Bitetto right after a faceoff. When they lined up to drop the puck 
again, the Capitals' Lars Eller then fought the Rangers' Ryan Strome.  

It led to a comical scene in the penalty box, especially for the Capitals 
who were already entering this game quite shorthanded at forward.  

"We were just trying to stick up for our teammate,” Smith said. “It was a 
good response for sure.” 

Before the first period was through, Wilson and Rooney were assessed 
10-minute misconduct penalties. The first period ended with 100 
combined penalty minutes. 

The Capitals announced around the start of the second period that 
Wilson would miss the remainder of the game due to an "upper body" 
injury.  

Wilson's absence from the remainder of the game did not quell the bad 
feelings, though. In the second period, the Rangers' Pavel Buchnevich 
received a five-minute major penalty and was ejected for a cross-check 
to the head of the Capitals' Anthony Mantha. 

Later in the second period, Capitals defenseman Zdeno Chara was 
assessed a 10-minute misconduct penalty when he approached the 
Rangers bench and exchanged words with Smith, who was sitting on the 
bench.   

Strome also earned a 10-minute misconduct in the third period after 
getting called for a tripping penalty. The teams had combined for 141 
penalty minutes when the clock struck zero on the Capitals' 4-2 win, 
which was powered by a T.J. Oshie hat trick in his return to the lineup 
following the death of his father.   

The gong show Wednesday of course was set up by what happened 
Monday – and by what didn't happen after.  

Wilson touched off a big scrum Monday, for which he was fined $5,000 
for roughing Buchnevich – whom was face-down on the ice when he was 
punched in the back by Wilson. But Wilson was not suspended for the 
melee that also saw him body slam Artemi Panarin to the ice. The 
Rangers star forward suffered an injury that will see him miss the rest of 
the season.  

'There's already a biased opinion':Capitals forward defends Tom Wilson 
after latest controversy 

'A line was crossed':Capitals' Tom Wilson has a history of controversial 
incidents, league discipline 

The Rangers issued a scathing statement Tuesday, ripping the NHL 
Department of Player Safety for not suspending Wilson and going so far 
as to say player safety head George Parros was "unfit to continue in his 
current role." 

Adding to the drama entering the game, the Rangers fired team president 
John Davidson and general manager Jeff Gorton earlier Wednesday 
after they were officially eliminated from playoff contention Monday.      

Both coaches seemed pleased with their teams' responses during 
Wednesday's wild game.  
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“I thought our guys really hung together and stuck together, did what we 
needed to do and got to the two points and heading home,” Capitals 
coach Peter Laviolette said. "I think the way we just stuck up for each 
other and played for each other the entire night, I thought we did a good 
job just staying disciplined as well. It was the game that was kind of dealt 
to us and I thought our guys did a terrific job with it.” 

Said Rangers coach David Quinn: "When you play for each other and 
you do things that are unselfish and do things for other people, there's no 
better feeling in sports. That's kind of what overtook the room. As much 
as it’s about winning and losing the fights, it's about creating unity and 
making sacrifices and being a team. I thought we certainly took a step 
forward today as an organization."  
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USA TODAY / 'There's already a biased opinion:' Capitals forward 
defends Tom Wilson after latest controversy 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

The Washington Capitals are playing the New York Rangers Wednesday 
one game after Tom Wilson was handed a $5,000 fine for his role in a 
scrum between the teams. 

They're trying to make up points on the first-place Pittsburgh Penguins, 
and they'll be short-handed without Alex Ovechkin, Evgeny Kuznetsov 
and Ilya Samsonov, plus TJ Oshie is returning from a one-game absence 
for the death of his father. 

But the focus is on Wilson and how the Rangers will respond after putting 
out a statement that the league failed to do its duty by not suspending 
him. 

And the reason, teammate Lars Eller says, is the incident was blown out 
of proportion because of bias against Wilson. 

"I’ve played in the league for a while and I’ve seen a lot worse things 
happen. I don’t think people see things clearly when it comes to Tom, 
with things that he’s involved in," Eller told reporters. "I think there’s 
already a biased opinion. I’m not just talking about random people. I’m 
talking about TV people, journalists, people that have a voice and are 
using it." 

Wilson was fined for punching Rangers forward Pavel Buchnevich in the 
head while he was down on the ice. As the scrum progressed, Artemi 
Panarin tried to pull Wilson off another player and was body slammed by 
Wilson to the ice, causing him to suffer a season-ending lower body 
injury. 

DISCIPLINARY HISTORY:A look at Tom Wilson's suspensions and fines 

The Rangers called it a "horrifying act of violence" and said league 
disciplinarian George Parros was no longer fit to serve in his job. 

But Eller pointed out that Tuesday night, Penguins star Sidney Crosby 
and Philadelphia Flyers forward Travis Konecny were wrestling behind 
the net. Konecny had Crosby in a headlock, then Crosby drove Konecny 
to the ice and punched him. 

The difference in the reaction? It wasn't Wilson, Eller said. 

"It’s not like this hasn’t happened before in this game," he said. "I don’t 
want to see players get injured. I think once Panarin decides to jump on 
Tom’s back, when you decide to enter the scrum like that, you start 
wrestling with a guy, you have to be ready to wrestle someone. … 

"It was a very unfortunate outcome for Panarin in this situation, but it’s 
not really stuff that we haven’t seen before. I don’t think it was that big of 
a deal. I think it’s being made a big deal because it was Tom." 

The NL East was supposed to be MLB's best division, but things have 
been ugly. What happened? 

The Rangers didn't announce any call-ups before the game and didn't 
hold a pregame media availability. They then announced the firing of 
team president John Davidson and general manager Jeff Gorton before 
the game. 

Capitals coach Peter Laviolette said he read the Rangers' statement on 
Wilson, but the focus at the pregame skate was on preparing for an 
important game. 

“It’s hard to say how a game is going to play out," he said. "We’re going 
to be ready to play a game. The points are important. We’re battling for 
first place. We’re trying to keep our guys focused on that.” 

Said Eller: "I don’t know what to expect, but I’m prepared for anything. 
But at the same time, I’m going to try to go out and play the game the 
way it’s supposed to be played." 
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