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Blackhawks rally late in regulation, beat Hurricanes in overtime  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes played their last home game of the 
regular season Thursday. 

They’ll soon be back, and for much bigger games. 

The Canes closed out their home schedule in this condensed 
season, facing the Chicago Blackhawks for the third time this 
week. For the first time this week, the Blackhawks won, 
getting an overtime goal from Alex DeBrincat for a 2-1 
victory. 

Defenseman Riley Stillman tied the score 1-1 for the 
Blackhawks with 3:01 left in regulation with his first NHL 
goal. Pius Suter turned near the left point and wristed a long-
distance shot that Stillman tipped in the slot to beat goalie 
Petr Mrazek.  

DeBrincat then whistled a shot from the slot past Vincent 
Trocheck and Mrazek at 2:02 of overtime, his 29th of the 
season, to end the Canes’ five-game winning streak. Goalie 
Collin Delia had 36 saves for Chicago, which ended a six-
game winless streak. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was left disgusted, not so 
much for losing a game as in the way the game was lost. He 
used the word “crap” in describing his team’s execution, but 
did agree that the “big picture” — a 20-3-5 home record, nine 
of 10 points in the last homestand and a 13-game point 
streak — was a huge positive. 

“I appreciate that thought because I need that right about 
now,” Brind’Amour said. 

The Canes (36-10-8) will go to Nashville to end the regular 
season with a pair of road games against the Predators. It’s 
possible the two teams could meet up in the first round of the 
Stanley Cup playoffs, with the first game at PNC Arena, but 
first things first — the Canes want to win the Central Division 
and also the Presidents’ Trophy for most points in the NHL. 

Martin Necas gave the Canes a 1-0 lead with a shorthanded 
breakaway in the first period, and on a weird play that ended 
the night for Blackhawks defenseman Duncan Keith. 

Keith, at the left point, was trying to control the puck but 
stumbled and fell into the linesman near the blue line, his 
head hitting the linesman’s knee. Necas, ever speedy, took 
off with the loose puck and beat Delia with a backhander at 
9:49 of the first. 

For Necas, who has scored in three straight games, it was 
his 14th of the season. It also was the second shorthanded 
goal in as many games for the winger, who had a late empty-
netter against Chicago on Tuesday in a 6-3 win. 

But the Canes allowed too many odd-man rushes Thursday. 
They allowed the Blackhawks to easily fly the zone and keep 
the pressure on Mrazek, who faced 27 shots in his second 
game back after returning from a lower-body injury. 

“Today we just weren’t good enough,” Necas said. “We gave 
up so many chances against, and that just can’t happen. 
(Mrazek) made some big saves. We didn’t help him enough. 
We gave up too many Grade-A’s.  

“We have to figure it out in the last two games. There’s no 
way we can play like that in the playoffs.” 

Brind’Amour said Mrazek was the Canes’ “best player for 
sure” and was “great.” 

One of Mrazek’s biggest stops came just as the second 
period was ending when he stopped Patrick Kane on a 
partial breakaway. DeBrincat had a breakaway earlier in the 
second but couldn’t control the puck and didn’t get much on 
his shot. 

“The first two periods, giving up breakaways, two-on-ones, 
breakaways, no coverage, it was just sloppy all over,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Trading chances. Of course, they were 
going for it and we were happy to give them one to get one. 
That doesn’t work. 

“Yeah, we got a point out of it. But we got beat tonight, for 
sure.” 

The Canes had their chances to add to the 1-0 lead in the 
third. Steven Lorentz was wide on a shot with an open net, 
and Nino Niederreiter was denied by a scrambling Delia, who 
won for the first time since Februrary 2019. 

Those misses were costly. Stillman, the son of former Canes 
forward Cory Stillman, then tied it for the Hawks (23-25-6). 
That had to be a thrill for a player who was 8 years old when 
his father and the Canes won the 2006 Stanley Cup. 

“Sometimes games like that happen and today was the one,” 
Mrazek said. 

Keith left the game and did not return for Chicago. Forward 
Brett Connolly was injured in the third after an open-ice 
collision with Lorentz. Both suffered concussions, Chicago 
coach Jeremy Colliton said. 

Injury update 

 
Canes forward Jordan Martinook participated in Thursday’s 
morning skate at PNC Arena. Martinook has not played since 
April 22 against Florida, missing seven games, and will not 
play Thursday, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Injured forwards Brock McGinn and Cedric Paquette 
continue to be sidelined. 

“I’d like to have all those guys in the lineup,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Unfortunately, it is what it is right now and they’re not 
able to play. Martinook, we’d love to see him get in here 
maybe the next game or certainly the last one. They’re 
nursing some things and hopefully we’ll get them in.”
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NHL power rankings: Vegas holds strong at the top, but the Hurricanes aren’t far off 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille 

As of seven weeks ago, The Athletic has weekly NHL power 
rankings. Yes, it happened. Yes, we’re using this exact same 
lede in each one. It’ll be 69 weeks in and we’ll still say “As of 
69 weeks ago.” Calm down. We’re back with another 
installment, and we’ll be back every week until we’re old and 
grey and tired of ranking teams. 

Here are the basic ground rules.  

 The methodology here is as simple as it gets. We 
each rank the teams, from 1-31, then take the 
average, and voila. (Dom made a dedicated 
spreadsheet for this because of course he did.) It’s 
not going to be based solely on past performance, 
current hot streaks or future potential. Numbers will 
figure into it prominently, but if you want stat-model 
stuff, we’ve got you covered elsewhere. This is 
something different. 

 From there, we’ll choose 10 or so teams to go back-
and-forth on; that might be because we disagree on 
the placement. It might be because we each have 
something meaningful to say. It might be because 
we each want to make jokes about the teams, or 
each other. We’ll see. 

 We want this to be fun, and we’re not locked into a 
format beyond going from No. 1 to No. 31. Some 
rankings might have themes. Some of those themes 
might be unexpected. If you have ideas — or just 
suggestions on how to make this a destination for 
you, each Friday — we’d love to hear them. You’re 
why we’re doing this in the first place. 

 If two teams are tied, Dom followed his heart in 
deciding who went first because Sean had a bad 
day and we were both too lazy to think of a 
tiebreaker this week. Sometimes we might add new 
rules as we see fit. For example, we added the 
tiebreaker rule because ties are stupid and don’t 
belong in this sport. It’ll change every week. 

1. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last week: 1 
Record: 37-13-2, 76 points 
Dom rank: 1 
Sean rank: 2 

Dom: Folks, I am back from vacation, ready to rank some 
teams. I noticed in my absence that Colorado was dethroned 
from the top spot and I need to be on the record in saying I 
unequivocally supported that move. So much so that I’m 
keeping Vegas in the top spot for a second straight week. It 
was supposed to be Carolina, but I am currently mad at 
them. 

Sean: That’s what the power rankings are about, baby — 
petty score-settling. I went out of my way to not inform you of 
the Knights’ ascent last week. Honestly, it might not have 
happened had Ryan S. Clark not convinced me … and it 
might not have stuck, had they not managed to beat the 
Minnesota W*ld on Wednesday night. We love the Golden 
Knights! We do! But they’re 3-4 against Minnesota this 
season. Better lock down that 1 vs. 4 matchup against the 
Blues while you can. 

Dom: For those wondering about how strong the friendship is 
here, Sean also went out of his way to not even 
acknowledge my message saying I was taking a week off. 
No manners on this guy. 

Sean: TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: The message came 
on Monday. Dude was already off. I don’t want any contact 
with anybody on vacation. It was out of respect and possibly 
love. 

Dom: FOR THE RECORD: My vacation started on Tuesday. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last week: 3 
Record: 36-10-8, 80 points 
Dom rank: 2 
Sean rank: 1 

Sean: This was a coin flip for me. I had the Hurricanes at No. 
1 early because they scooped all their points this week. Now, 
were they six points against junk teams? Yep. Did they end 
up losing to the Blackhawks in overtime while we were 
writing? Mmhmm. No harm, no foul. 

Still was a great week for Andrei Svechnikov. Let’s single 
him out: two goals, three assists, an expected goals 
percentage over 60. He and Martin Necas are going to be a 
problem for a long time. 

Dom: I also had them first and bet on them to beat the 
Blackhawks. Then they lost to the Blackhawks. So, yes, I 
was petty enough to drop them down a spot.  

Sean: Like I said — score-settling. Time to get revenge on 
my car’s brakes and front rotor, which is why Dom is running 
the tiebreaker this week. 

3. Colorado Avalanche 

Last week: 2 
Record: 34-13-4, 72 points 
Dom rank: 3 
Sean rank: 3 

Dom: There was a period of time where the Avalanche were 
running roughshod over every team in its path, dominating 
the scoring chance share by an absurd margin on a nightly 
basis. I don’t know if they’re bored, injured, or tired, but 
they’re only at a 54.6 percent expected goals rate over their 
last 10 games. Kind of pathetic to be honest. Especially 
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when you consider that in the same time frame that’s lower 
than… the Ottawa Senators? Jesus Christ what a weird year. 

Sean: It’s been all downhill since we assigned them that 
robot emoji. So we know backup goalie is an actual issue. 
What else? Nazem Kadri’s numbers over those 10 games 
aren’t good. He went 19 games without scoring before May 
4. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last week: 4 
Record: 36-14-3, 75 points 
Dom rank: 4  
Sean rank: 4 

Sean: I talked about this already, but whatever: Dom’s 
posting power is so prodigious that he made the tweet of the 
week while he was on vacation. 

I’m bringing Hedman vs. Fox up again because of Pierre 
LeBrun’s Norris poll. He got answers from all 31 head 
coaches, and Hedman won handily despite being, 
essentially, worse at everything. Now, coaches don’t vote — 
and it’s frankly hard to imagine them having all that great a 
handle on stuff outside their divisions since they don’t have 
to think about those players — but it still was a helpful, 
annoying reminder of how rep-based this award is. Great as 
Hedman is, and weird-slash-fake as this season seems, he 
doesn’t deserve this … and I’m starting to think he won’t get 
it, either. 

Dom: Hedman has started to turn his game around again, 
but there’s still far too large of a gap between him and a very 
strong field. He is great and he doesn’t deserve the Norris 
can both be true. And if Adam Fox wins, I hope he mentions 
that dumb tweet I sent on vacation during his acceptance 
speech. 

5. Boston Bruins 

Last week: 6  
Record: 32-14-7, 71 points 
Dom rank: 5 
Sean rank: 5 

Dom: A 64 percent expected goals rate and an 11-2-1 record 
since the trade deadline. The Boston Bruins are going to be 
a big problem in the playoffs and look very much like the top-
five team many expected them to be before the season 
started. Who could’ve possibly seen this coming? 

Sean: Recycling this. 

David Krejci and Taylor Hall, in 170 5-on-5 minutes together, 
have been on for 14 goals for and one against. Their 
expected goals percentage is greater than 65. Hall has six 
goals (on 14.6 percent shooting) and five assists. Impossible 
to predict. 

Dom: One day the almighty Power Rankings will be all 
memes, no analysis. Today is, sadly, not that day. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last week: 5 
Record: 34-13-6, 74 points 
Dom rank: 6 
Sean rank: 6 

Dom: Just as the prophecy foretold. Before the season 
started some handsome and smart young man said the 
Leafs were the best team in Canada and “it wasn’t even 
close.” Toronto is now just one point away from clinching the 
North division and as predicted, it hasn’t really been close. 
The Leafs should get through the North in the playoffs, but 
this is the Leafs we’re talking about — something tragically 
hilarious seems bound to happen for what looks to be the 
best Toronto team in a very long time. 

Sean: Someday, your grandson will ask you what it was like 
to watch Connor McDavid score 31 points in a six-game 
series win over the Maple Leafs. 

7. Florida Panthers 

Last week: 9 
Record: 35-14-5, 75 points 
Dom rank: 8  
Sean rank: 7 

Dom: For a long while we simply haven’t given the Panthers 
their due in these power rankings. That was mostly because 
we weren’t too sure about them after losing star defenceman 
Aaron Ekblad to injury. The Panthers somehow have a better 
record and better underlying numbers since. I’m still very 
worried about Sergei Bobrovsky as the playoff starter, but it’s 
time to put some respect on their name.  

Sean: I’m with you on Bobrovsky. He’s been at .903 or worse 
in six of his last seven starts, and I’m not going to bet him … 
ever, I don’t think. But at some point, it would’ve been 
dishonest of us not to acknowledge how well they’re 
performing in basically everything else we use (outside of 
which Twitter accounts are being nice to us) to determine 
placement here. Like, we can’t gas up the Bruins for a 64 
xG% and .821 points percentage since the deadline, then 
ignore the team directly behind them in both. Which is, you 
guessed it, the Panthers. 

8. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last week: 7 
Record: 36-16-3, 75 points 
Dom rank: 7 
Sean rank: 9 

Sean: Every week, I feel like I end up saying some variation 
of “Jeff Carter was an ideal acquisition for the Penguins,” but 
… Jeff Carter was an ideal acquisition for the Penguins, even 
before his four-goal Thursday against the Sabres. Jim 
Rutherford’s 2020 deadline forward acquisitions — Patrick 
Marleau, Evan Rodrigues and Conor Sheary — had three. 
Total. In 31 games. 

The guy came into the game second on the team among 
forwards in shot-attempt share and expected goals 
percentage. The Penguins are outscoring opponents 18-5 
with him on the ice at 5-on-5. Plus, he fits perfectly with 
Jared McCann. It’s been years since the Penguins had 
forward depth like this. 

9. Washington Capitals 

Last week: 8 
Record: 34-14-5, 73 points 
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Dom rank: 9 
Sean rank: 8 

Sean: Pretty slow week in D.C. Let’s try this: What event of 
the last 4-5 days is most likely to have an actual effect on 
them in the playoffs? The fact that they came out of that 
Rangers catastrophe with four points instead of even three is 
enormous; they’re in first place in the East — still — with a 
46 percent chance to stay there. The most points they’ll need 
out of their final three games to clinch is five, and possibly 
less depending on what the Penguins do on Saturday 
against Buffalo. 

It’s relevant, because (as we’ll discuss shortly) the difference 
between playing Boston in the first round and the Islanders 
appears to be growing. 

Dom: Every year feels like the year that the Capitals stop 
winning their division and then they go ahead and do it 
anyway. Washington is 3-4-0 against Boston and 6-2-0 
against the Islanders this season so there’s a very clear first-
round preference there. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Last week: 10 
Record: 33-14-5, 71 points 
Dom rank: 10 
Sean rank: 10 

Dom: I take one week off and Sean has the audacity to not 
write anything about the best team ever? My guy has some 
nerve. 

The Wild were struggling for a while in terms of out-chancing 
opponents, but they’ve started to come back around of late 
with a few solid outings. That includes two epic multi-goal 
comeback wins in back-to-back games against St. Louis and 
Vegas over the last week. This team does not quit and 
against all odds has become one of the most exciting teams 
in hockey.  

11. Edmonton Oilers  

Last week: 12 
Record: 32-18-2, 66 points 
Dom rank: 11  
Sean rank: 11 

Sean: What’s your McDavid goal of the week? Chris Tanev’s 
reaction makes this one for me. Just a broken man. Imagine 
what McDavid’s stats would look like if he got to play Mikko 
Koskinen. 

Dom: I wasn’t here last week, so I’m going to take my pick 
from there – specifically his breakaway marker against the 
Jets to complete the hat trick. It’s the shoulder check to see 
no one is within a mile for me. 

Sean: He’s over a point per period in his last 22. Just saw 
that one. No big deal. 

12. New York Islanders 

Last week: 11 
Record: 31-17-6, 68 points 
Dom rank: 12 
Sean rank: 12 

Sean: When we started The Rankings, our initial plan was to 
separate teams into weekly tiers, too. “Make it more 
convoluted,” we said to ourselves. That (thankfully) went by 
the wayside. If we’d gone through with it, there’d have been 
some type of cliff between 12 and 13. The Islanders are the 
last team worth taking seriously. 

And even them! They’ve been, low-key, butt for the last four 
weeks. Since April 6, they haven’t beaten a team other than 
the Flyers or Rangers; since then, they’re 26th in the league 
in total goals (30), of which Kyle Palmieri has one (1). For 
comparison, the Penguins lead the league in that span with 
65. The Isles are currently on a three-game losing streak to 
the Sabres and Devils, for god’s sake. Do they stink too? 
They may stink too. 

13. St. Louis Blues 

Last week: 14 
Record: 24-19-8, 56 points 
Dom rank: 13 
Sean rank: 13 

Dom: The Islanders, who are 12th in points percentage and 
have indeed looked like butt lately, are still playing at a 103-
point pace. The 13th place team (not St. Louis) is on pace for 
93 somehow. I don’t remember ever seeing a gap like that 
between the actually good teams and the rest. A lot of 
people thought the Blues would be in that former group, but 
man they’ve stunk this year. They have a 46 percent 
expected goals rate for the year and that number has only 
decreased throughout the season. And yet, here they are in 
13th because, well, how good is every other team after them 
anyway? 

Sean: I know the underlyings are terrible, but I’ve got to give 
them some credit here — I looked at their schedule a few 
weeks ago and said, “Oh, they’re dead. Wonder how the 
Coyotes will look against the Avs.” Wrong for a couple of 
reasons. Eight points in four games against Colorado and 
the Wild was a neat little trick. I was wrong! I’m never wrong! 

14. Nashville Predators 

Last week: 16 
Record: 29-23-2, 60 points 
Dom rank: 14 
Sean rank: 15 

Dom: Remember when you ranked the Predators 27th one 
week? 

Sean: Ah. To be fair, that was at the start of their run, and I 
was not yet a member of the church of Juuse Saros. Since 
March 1, he’s posted a .939 save percentage in 23 games. 
That’s the best of any goalie with at least 11 starts in that 
timeframe. Is he … is he going to be a Vezina finalist? 
Because I’m starting to think he sneaks in. If nothing else, 
he’s going to be a problem for the Hurricanes. This is a pro-
short goalie space. 

15. Montreal Canadiens  

Last week: 18 
Record: 24-20-9, 57 points 
Dom rank: 16 
Sean rank: 14 
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Dom: Since Sportsnet’s Chris Johnston called the Montreal 
Canadiens a “juggernaut,” the team has gone 17-19-7. So… 
that’s not ideal. 

The Canadiens look likely to limp into the playoffs, and 
though they’ll be healthier and better rested by then, a likely 
date against the Leafs doesn’t bode well for their chances. 
Montreal is 3-5-1 against Toronto this season, boasting a 47 
percent expected goals rate at five-on-five. The Leafs are 
one of two teams (Calgary being the other) that the 
Canadiens haven’t been able to control play against. 

16. Winnipeg Jets 

Last week: 15  
Record: 28-21-3, 59 points 
Dom rank: 15 
Sean rank: 16 

Sean: It’d be more fun if there were more good teams, but 
there’s been something … reassuring about the Jets’ 
descent down the escalator over the last few weeks. They’ve 
played 52 games this season and won in expected goals at 
5-on-5 in 22 of them. Since doing nothing at the trade 
deadline, they’re last in points percentage. “Playoff cannon 
fodder” is what they deserve to be. 

17. New York Rangers 

Last week: 13  
Record: 26-23-6, 58 points 
Dom rank: 17  
Sean rank: 18 

Sean: I’m not going to gin up any more Wilson-Panarin-
James Dolan-Glen Sather takes here, because it’s been a 
long week, but it really is worth noting — the Rangers have 
been garbahge for a little bit here. In their last 10 games, 
they’re 26th in expected goals percentage, 27th in actual 
goals percentage and 29th in points percentage (six out of 
20). I don’t think Jeff Gorton should’ve gotten canned, and 
we all know the mitigating circumstances at play but … 
yeesh. The vibes are abysmal, and that’s before you even 
consider Mark Messier ineffectively campaigning for a job on 
the radio before Gorton could clean out his office. 

Dom: In their last 10 games the Rangers lost all three games 
they had against the Islanders. Really makes you wonder 
where the team would be if they just took care of business 
against the team directly ahead of them in the standings – 
one that has also been slumping hard. Clearly, the answer is 
more will, less skill or whatever. 

18. Dallas Stars  

Last week: 17  
Record: 21-18-14, 56 points 
Dom rank: 18  
Sean rank: 17 

Sean: Nineteen of the Stars’ games have gone to overtime, 
which is an appropriately gigantic number for a team that has 
a) consistently looked out of gas and b) stayed in the playoff 
race longer than they probably should’ve. Lots of extra 
minutes, and lots of extra points. They’re still hanging 
around, though, since the Preds yakked against the Blue 
Jackets. Bizarre team, bizarre season. 

The “Jason Robertson for Calder” stuff was a fun couple of 
weeks, though. It’s over, but it was fun. 

19. Philadelphia Flyers  

Last week: 22  
Record: 23-23-7, 53 points 
Dom rank: 19 
Sean rank: 19 

Dom: The Flyers undeservedly jumped up three spots in the 
power rankings this week despite losing three straight to the 
Devils last week and following up a strong 7-2 win over 
Pittsburgh with a 7-3 dud a night later. This placement is 
more about a market correction for the teams below who no 
longer have the excuse of “well, they were fighting for a 
playoff spot.” It seems like forever ago that the Flyers were 
12-5-3 (yes, they were good at one point!) but they’ve lost 70 
percent (!!!) of their games since. What an absolutely crazy 
season for them, but in true Flyers fashion they end up in 
their usual spot: right around the middle. 

20. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last week: 20 
Record: 23-25-6, 50 points 
Dom rank: 20 
Sean rank: 21 

Sean: The Blackhawks, man. They interest me, and I’m not 
quite sure why. The way Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers 
cover them has something to do with it. Laz came up with 20 
stats that define their season, and the result was cool. It 
wasn’t wholly negative or anything — but it was a great 
reminder of how ridiculous their quasi-playoff push turned out 
to be. I’m still not sure how or why it happened. The sheer 
number of things they were terrible at, statistically, was 
impressive. Power-play heaters and over-their-head goalies 
can get you far, I guess. 

21. Arizona Coyotes 

Last week: 19 
Record: 22-26-6, 50 points 
Dom rank: 22 
Sean rank: 20 

Dom: The Coyotes have been solidly out of the playoff race 
for just over a week now, but Wednesday night it became 
official with a loss to the Kings. The Coyotes have now 
missed the playoffs in nine straight seasons (no, last year 
does not count because they would’ve missed normally and 
they didn’t bother showing up for the first round anyway), 
with the heroic 2012 run now a fleeting memory.  

It was just a month ago that the team had a 65 percent 
chance at making it, but the team fell flat on its face soon 
after, going 3-11-1. That’s the worst record in the league 
since. 

To be honest, I’m a little disappointed the Coyotes aren’t 
going to make it. I was really excited to see just how low a 
team’s first-round playoff chances could be. (Just for the 
record, it would be… seven percent against Colorado. 
Seven). 
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22. Calgary Flames 

Last week: 21 
Record: 22-26-3, 47 points 
Dom rank: 21 
Sean rank: 22 

Sean: Oh, how surprised I was on Wednesday morning to 
see that the Flames still had a larger-than-zero chance at the 
fourth playoff spot in the North. Oh, how unsurprised I was 
on Thursday morning to see that they lost in regulation to the 
Jets. Oh, how deeply unsurprised I was to see that the 
Canadiens failed to clinch/put the Flames out of their misery 
on Thursday night.  

Wasn’t all bad this week for the Flames, though; Milan Lucic 
said he’d waive his no-movement clause for the expansion 
draft. At a minimum, that’ll leave Calgary extra protection. At 
maximum, it’ll get them out from under the last two years of 
his $6 million cap hit. It’s not impossible to see someone in 
Seattle falling in love with the idea of Captain Lucic — sort of 
like how it’s not impossible that the Flames make the 
playoffs. 

23. San Jose Sharks 

Last week: 25 
Record: 21-26-6, 48 points 
Dom rank: 23 
Sean rank: 23 

Dom: Around the same time that the Coyotes were in the 
playoff driver’s seat, there were some that thought maybe 
San Jose had a shot. It’s really just a testament to how bad 
St. Louis was at the time, but the Blues figured it out and the 
Sharks – like the Coyotes – immediately face-planted. The 
Sharks went 4-10-2 and now have a record that’s a lot closer 
to their overall talent level. To their credit, they had an 
extremely fun comeback win on Wednesday against the 
Avalanche. That’s enough to place them a spot higher than 
the Kings. 

24. Los Angeles Kings 

Last week: 24 
Record: 21-24-6, 48 points 
Dom rank: 24 
Sean rank: 24 

Sean: The Kings are doing the spoiler thing correctly, IMO. 
They nuked the Coyotes’ playoff hopes this week with two 
regulation wins, and in the second, No. 2 pick Quinton 
Byfield scored his first career point (off a face-off win) and 
Anze Kopitar scored his 1000th (on an empty-net goal). 
Kopitar is the eighth active player to hit his milestone, and 
Byfield is somewhere around the 900th active player to hit 
his own. Neat. 

I rolled my eyes at this initially, but it makes enough sense. 
Super-long Starbucks order, super-long list of 
accomplishments for Kopitar. Got it. 

25. Ottawa Senators  

Last week: 26 
Record: 21-27-5, 47 points 
Dom rank: 25 
Sean rank: 25 

Dom: Ottawa started the season 2-12-1 and legitimately 
looked like the worst team in hockey. How wrong we all were 
as the Sens Sickos somehow found a way to rally to a 
respectable record – and a legitimate chance of finishing Not 
Last in the North. That spot seemed all but locked up early (I 
recall giving it a 98 percent chance at one point, oops), but 
the Senators now have a 32 percent chance at finishing sixth 
and a three percent chance at finishing fifth. If you told me 
they’d go 19-15-4 (that’s a 91-point pace) after that horrific 
start I would’ve called you utterly insane. 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last week: 28 
Record: 17-25-12, 46 points 
Dom rank: 26 
Sean rank: 26 

Dom: Has anyone made the Patrik “Fourth” Laine joke yet? 
Oh, everyone has? Okay, that’s fine.  

While I’m ordered by analytics cultists everywhere to be 
naturally skeptical of Laine, even I didn’t expect just how 
awful he would look in Columbus. For the season he’s been 
worth minus-0.7 wins which is pretty damn bad for a guy 
making $6.75 million this year. He’s an RFA at year’s end 
and I don’t even know what you do with him at this point. If 
he’s not producing he’s not worth much. In Columbus, it 
doesn’t seem like he’s in a great position to produce much of 
anything. He’s playing at a 34-point full-season pace. Yikes. 

27. Vancouver Canucks  

Last week: 23 
Record: 20-25-3, 43 points 
Dom rank: 27 
Sean rank: 27 

Sean: I’m not sure if “JT Miller is actually Dennis Reynolds” 
is Wyatt Arndt’s creation, but I’m going to give him credit for 
it. It’s very funny. 

What’s also very funny: The possibility that the Canucks 
broke Mikko Koskinen. They scored seven goals on 27 shots 
against him, spread over one game and about eight minutes. 
Jack Rathbone is scoring goals. Everyone is laughing at the 
Oilers. Not going to get much better this season for the 
Canucks. 

28. Detroit Red Wings 

Last week: 27 
Record: 18-27-9, 45 points 
Dom rank: 28 
Sean rank: 28 

Sean: Filip Hronek needs one point over the last two games 
to finish with the most on the Red Wings. He’s currently tied 
with Dylan Larkin, who hasn’t played since April 20, at 23. I 
want this badly for Hronek; he’d join The Dick Tarnstrom 
Club For Relatively Productive Defensemen Who Lead Their 
Awful Team In Scoring. 

29. New Jersey Devils  

Last week: 30 
Record: 19-28-7, 45 points 
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Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 29 

Dom: While I was on vacation I bet on the Devils three 
straight times against the Flyers and they somehow pulled it 
off each time. They’re a bad team, but I’ll never forget that 
one week in 2021 where I loved them dearly.  

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Last week: 31 
Record: 15-33-7, 37 points 
Dom rank: 30 
Sean rank: 30 

Sean: I love the Michael Houser story for a bunch of 
reasons. The dude waited nine years and played hundreds 
of minor-league games before his first NHL start, then came 
out and killed it for a couple of nights. Doesn’t matter much 
whether it lasts (he took his first NHL loss on Thursday in his 
hometown). It’s cool to see. 

Another reason to pay attention: the possibility that the 
Sabres have found some weird new goalie market 
inefficiency, where they bring up random ECHL guys, gas 
them up for a couple of days, ride that adrenaline to wins, cut 

bait when things go bad and start the cycle again. First 
Tokarski, now Houser. It’s brilliant.  

31. Anaheim Ducks 

Last week: 29 
Record: 17-30-7, 41 points 
Dom rank: 31 
Sean rank: 31 

Dom: As penance for bailing on Sean last week, I 
volunteered myself to write about the Ducks. It’s an 
extremely generous thing to do because Anaheim might 
legitimately be the league’s least interesting team (and yes, 
we give them minus points for that). 

Trevor Zegras might be the real deal though. He’s looked 
dominant since coming back to the big leagues, picking up 
four points in five games, posting a nice 69 percent expected 
goals rate and out-scoring opponents 5-0. He might already 
be the Ducks’ best forward. I mean, just look at this. 

The Ducks still need a lot of other pieces (and their other key 
prospect, Jamie Drysdale, hasn’t looked close to NHL-caliber 
so far), but Zegras looks like a very good one.
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Flat Hurricanes manage a point in home finale 

Carolina has two games remaining — both in Nashville — 
before the playoffs 

Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Alex DeBrincat scored to give Chicago a come-
from-behind 2-1 overtime win over the Hurricanes on 
Thursday at PNC Arena, Carolina’s final home game of the 
regular season. 

Martin Necas scored shorthanded for the Hurricanes’ only 
goal, and Petr Mrazek made 26 saves in the loss. 

Three Thoughts 

1. Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour didn’t look like 
someone whose team had just capped off a five-game 
homestand with nine of a possible 10 points. 

“It’s not good enough. We can’t play like that next week, 
that’s for sure,” Brind’Amour said of his team’s effort 
Thursday. “I get it, it’s tough. The guys have done a great job 
all year to get us in this position, but … that was not a good 
game.” 

Brind’Amour has made a point of how his team attacks the 
day in front of it and nothing more, but he was quick to make 
it clear Thursday’s performance would not hold up when the 
stakes are elevated. 

Carolina will have two games to right the ship — against 
likely first-round opponent Nashville, as it turns out — before 
it returns home to host Games 1 & 2 of the first round. The 
coach hopes Thursday’s loss is a distant but significant 
memory by then. 

“You’ve got to learn from it,” Brind’Amour said. “The best way 
is, when you play like that, to not win a game. To get it 
handed to you. We got a point out of it, great, but we got 
beat tonight, for sure. So we’re going to come back 
tomorrow, look at it and figure a way to get better, but it has 
to be a learning experience.” 

2. Chicago defenseman Riley Stillman got his first NHL goal 
on the Blackhawks’ tying tally with just over three minutes 
remaining in regulation. Stillman, a fourth-round pick by the 
Panthers in 2016 who was traded to Chicago before the 
trade deadline, is the son of Hurricanes’ Stanley Cup winner 
Cory Stillman, who played with Brind’Amour for three 
seasons. 

The younger Stillman, 23, had played 53 NHL games over 
three seasons before redirecting Pius Suter’s point shot for 
his first career goal. Brind’Amour wasn’t in the mood to 
celebrate his old teammate’s son’s goal — Riley was just 8 
years old when Carolina won the Cup — but he did offer a 
brief statement. 

“I’m happy for him to be in the NHL and living his dream,” 
Brind’Amour said. “That’s great. I didn’t need to see (his first 
goal) tonight, but I am happy for him.” 

3. Carolina wrapped up its home schedule by earning at 
least a point in its 13th straight game. Even more 
impressively, the Hurricanes finished 20-3-5 at PNC Arena 
and have put themselves in position to have home-ice 
advantage throughout the playoffs. 

Carolina’s magic number to win the Central Division is now 
two, so any combination of two points — be it from a 
Carolina win or overtime/shootout loss or Tampa Bay failing 
to secure points in any of their final three games — would 
give the Hurricanes a banner to hang and the advantages of 
a higher seed in each of the first two rounds. 

Should the Hurricanes advance to the NHL’s final four, they 
still have the inside track on being the No. 1 overall seed and 
winning the Presidents’ Trophy. 

Vegas and Colorado pose the biggest threat to Carolina for 
that honor. The Avalanche — eight points behind the 
Hurricanes but with three games in hand — play Los 
Angeles four times and the Golden Knights once, while 
Vegas — four points behind with two games in hand — has 
two games against St. Louis and one in San Jose to go with 
their visit from Colorado. 

With 36 ROW (regulation plus overtime wins) to Carolina’s 
32, the Golden Knights have already secured a tiebreaker on 
the Hurricanes. If the Avalanche or Lightning were to find a 
way to catch up to Carolina, they too would hold a 
tiebreaking edge. 

Number To Know 

4 — Shorthanded points for Necas after he scored on the 
penalty kill in the first period, tying him for second in the NHL 
for the most shorthanded points. Necas now has two goals 
and two assists on the season and is tied with seven other 
players behind Boston’s Brad Marchand, who has seven 
shorthanded points this year. 

They Said It 

“We needed to get our butts kicked, to be quite honest with 
you.” 

— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour on his team’s 
lackluster play in the overtime loss 

Plus 

Petr Mrazek, Hurricanes goalie — Brind’Amour said the 
Hurricanes needed to get Mrazek back up to speed before 
the playoffs. The goalie was in a full sprint Thursday. While 
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Chicago was outshot by 10 shots, the high-danger chances 
were about even (17-15 favoring Carolina, according to 
NaturalStatTrick.com) and both goalies (Mrazek and Collin 
Delia, who made 36 saves) made several key stops to keep 
the game close. 

While Mrazek ended up with the loss, he was quick to 
answer whether or not he is ready for the postseason. 

“Yeah. I think we all feel ready to go,” he said. “We’re excited 
for it, and we just have to get through two more games. We 
just have to battle hard and get the confidence on track for 
the playoffs.” 

Brind’Amour — who called Mrazek easily his team’s best 
player — seemed satisfied with his goalie’s progress with the 
second season fast approaching. 

“He kept us in a game that we had no business being in,” the 
coach said. “As long as he feels good and dusted off the 
rust, I think he looks like he’s ready to go.” 

Minus 

Everyone else — Other than the game following Jordan 
Staal’s 1,000th game ceremony — a 3-1 home loss to Detroit 
on April 12 that marks the last time Carolina lost in regulation 
— Thursday was the Hurricanes’ worst effort of the year. 

“But tonight — you talk about the process, about doing it 
right — was crap,” Brind’Amour said. 

Necas, who scored Carolina’s lone goal, was equally 
despondent. 

“We gave up so many chances against, and that can’t 
happen,” he said, arms crossed defiantly.

 

 

Recap: Canes Extend Point Streak to 13 Games in OT Loss to Chicago 

Canes equal franchise-longest point streak (9-0-4) 

By Michael Smith 

The Carolina Hurricanes extended their point streak to 13 
games (9-0-4), equaling a franchise-best, in a 2-1 overtime 
loss to the Chicago Blackhawks. 

The Canes closed out their 28-game home schedule in the 
regular season by earning nine of a possible 10 points in a 
five-game homestand and five of a possible six points in a 
three-game set against Chicago. The Canes also whittled 
down their magic number to win the Central Division to two 
points. 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: Martin Necas and Petr Mrazek  

Petr Mrazek, making his second consecutive start since 
returning from a lower-body injury, was sharp and on his 
game. 

"Best player, for sure," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 
"He was great." 

Mrazek's countryman agreed. 

"He made some big saves. We didn't help him enough. We 
gave up too many grade A's," Necas said. "There's no 
chance we can play like that in the playoffs." 

A redirection goal from Riley Stillman - the first of his career, 
scored in the building where his dad lifted the Stanley Cup 
15 years ago, no less - late in regulation tied the game, and 
Alex DeBrincat sniped the game-winner in overtime. 

Martin Necas tallied the lone goal for the Canes, and it came 
almost 10 minutes into the game. Duncan Keith couldn't 
handle the puck at the blue line and then took an inadvertent 
knee to the head from the linesman. That allowed Necas to 
scurry to the lose puck, and the speedy Czech was off to the 
races. He beat Collin Delia, who finished with 36 saves, with 
a backhander. 

Minus: The overall performance 

The Canes were not satisfied with their performance. Yes, 
they peppered Delia with 37 shots. Yes, they were about 
even with Chicago in high-danger scoring opportunities. But 
it wasn't *their* game. 

"We talk about the process and doing it right? Crap," 
Brind'Amour bluntly assessed. "That's frustrating. I get it, but 
it's not how we want it to look." 

It's tough to be frustrated with the outcome when evaluating 
the larger picture. The Canes are two points away from 
winning their first division title since 2005-06. They still could 
finish in first place in the entire NHL. It's been a banner 
season, and though it wasn't a picture-perfect game, they 
still managed a point. The last game they lost in regulation 
was on April 12. 

"We needed to get our butts kicked, to be quite honest with 
you, just so we can show that's not how it works," 
Brind'Amour said. "It's just not good enough. We can't play 
like that next week, that's for sure. I get it. It's tough. The 
guys have done a great job all year to get us in this position, 
but if we do it how we always talk about in worrying about 
today that was not a good game." 
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Come back to the rink tomorrow. Digest some film. Correct 
the mistakes. Finish the regular season strong. 

"We got a point out of it, great, but we got beat tonight, for 
sure," Brind'Amour said. "It has to be a learning experience." 

Stats Pack 

3: In 28 games at home this season, the Canes failed to earn 
a point just three times. They finish the regular season with a 
20-3-5 record at PNC Arena. 

4: After not recording a shorthanded point through his first 72 
career NHL games, Necas has now scored a shorthanded 
goal in back-to-back games and leads the team with four 
shorthanded points (2g, 2a) this season. 

7: The Canes rank fourth in the NHL with seven shorthanded 
goals this year. 

Quote of the Night 

"I think we all feel ready to go. We're excited for it. Two more 
games. We have to battle hard and get the confidence on 
track for playoffs." - Petr Mrazek 

Up Next 

It's time for a new opponent in a new city! The Canes close 
out the regular season with a two-game set in Nashville 
beginning on Saturday.

 

 

Hurricanes extend point streak to 13 in OT loss to Blackhawks 

DeBrincat scores at 2:02 for Chicago; Carolina pads lead in 
Central playoff race 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Carolina Hurricanes extended their 
point streak to 13 games, tying their record, with a 2-1 
overtime loss to the Chicago Blackhawks at PNC Arena on 
Thursday. 

Alex DeBrincat scored the game-winner on a wrist shot at 
2:02 to extend his goal streak to five games. 

The Hurricanes are 9-0-4 in the past 13 games, tying their 
record from March 9-30, 2017 (9-0-4). 

"We needed to get our butts kicked, to be quite honest, just 
so we can show that this is not how it works," Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It's just not good enough. We 
can't play like that certainly [in the playoffs], that's for sure." 

Carolina extended its lead in the Discover Central Division to 
five points over the Tampa Bay Lightning and Florida 
Panthers, who are tied for second. All three have qualified for 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs, with one berth remaining from the 
eight-team division. 

Riley Stillman's first NHL goal tied the game 1-1 for Chicago 
with 3:01 left in the third period when he deflected a shot 
from Pius Suter. 

"He made a good shot and I just happened to touch it. I'm 
just glad it went in," Stillman said after his 54th NHL game. 
"I've had a couple of opportunities in the past, but it was big 
to get that first one out of the way." 

Collin Delia made 36 saves for the Blackhawks (23-25-6), 
who ended a six-game losing streak. Delia, who came on in 

relief against Carolina on Monday before starting Tuesday 
and Thursday, got his first win of the season in his fourth 
start. 

"I think playing a couple of games in a row definitely helps, 
especially not seeing a lot of practice and game action 
throughout the year," Delia said. "To have games in 
succession like that, you really get to get in a rhythm." 

Martin Necas scored, and Petr Mrazek made 25 saves for 
the Hurricanes (36-10-8), who had won five straight games. 

Necas gave Carolina a 1-0 lead with a shorthanded goal at 
9:49 of the first period. He got a loose puck in the neutral 
zone after Chicago defenseman Duncan Keith fell along the 
boards, then finished a breakaway on his backhand cutting 
through the low slot. After Keith fell to the ice, he collided 
with a linesman.  

Blackhawks coach Jeremy Colliton said Keith and Brett 
Connolly, who collided with Hurricanes forward Steven 
Lorentz in the second period, sustained concussions. 

"They're out now and we'll see how it goes," Colliton said. 
"But not much time left in the season here." 

Colliton said he was impressed with Delia, whose last NHL 
win was 5-4 against the Toronto Maple Leafs on March 13, 
2019. 

"He gave us a chance," Colliton said. "I thought it was a 
pretty even game, and obviously their goalie was good, 
made some big saves, so that puts a lot of pressure on 
'Deals' to stay with him, and he made some key saves." 

Carolina ends the regular season with games at the 
Nashville Predators on Saturday and Monday. 
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"We gave up too many Grade A's," Necas said. "We've got to 
figure it out in the next two games. There is no chance we 
can play like that in the playoffs." 

NOTES: DeBrincat has scored six goals during his five-game 
streak; he finished the eight-game season series against 
Carolina with 10 points (seven goals, three assists). … 
Chicago defenseman Nikita Zadorov had a game-high eight 
hits. … The Hurricanes finished the regular season with a 

20-3-5 home record. Their .804 home points percentage is 
the highest in their history. … Hurricanes forward Sebastian 
Aho had his nine-game point streak end (six goals, 11 
assists), and Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov had his 
five-game point streak end (two goals, seven assists). … 
Blackhawks defenseman Alec Regula had one shot on goal 
and one hit in 14:16 in his NHL debut. … Carolina won the 
season series 5-2-1. Chicago was 3-4-1.

 

DeBrincat’s OT score lifts Blackhawks past Hurricanes 2-1 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Alex DeBrincat beat Petr Mrazek at 
2:02 of overtime to help the Chicago Blackhawks rally past 
the NHL-leading Carolina Hurricanes 2-1 on Thursday night, 
salvaging the final game of a three-game set. 

Collin Delia had 36 saves for the Blackhawks, who were 
eliminated from postseason contention Monday to start the 
series and gave up 11 goals in the first two losses to the 
Hurricanes. 

“It’s nice to see our guys get rewarded, because I thought 
over the three games we played a lot of good hockey here,” 
Blackhawks coach Jeremy Colliton said. 

This time, the Blackhawks found themselves facing a 1-0 
deficit until deep into regulation despite getting numerous 
rushes and breakaway chances. Riley Stillman’s redirect 
marked his first NHL goal at 16:59 of the third and tied the 
game. 

Then DeBrincat fired one from between the circles past 
Mrazek — who went from flirting with a shutout to taking a 
loss — to end a six-game skid. 

Martin Necas scored a short-handed goal for the Hurricanes, 
who are chasing the Presidents’ Trophy. They had won five 
straight and this marked their 13th straight game with at least 
a point in the standings, though they stumbled to close their 
regular-season home slate. 

“We needed to get our butts kicked, to be quite honest with 
you, just so we can show, like: ‘This is not how it works,’” 
Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said, adding: “We can’t 
play like that certainly next week, that’s for sure.” 

Necas got the Hurricanes on the board with a strong 
individual effort, aided by an awkward collision between 
Chicago defenseman Duncan Keith and a linesman. 

Keith stumbled as he tried to corral the puck near the blue 
line on a power play. As he fell, the lineman’s knee hit Keith 
in the helmet as he tried to get out of the way, allowing 
Necas to skate in and collect the unclaimed puck. 

Necas finished it off for the short-handed goal at 9:49 for the 
first. But the Hurricanes didn’t find the net again against 
Delia, who hadn’t played since January before taking over 
midway through Monday’s game with Chicago down 4-0. 

“I think the team just absolutely battled, and I think we 
deserved that,” Delia said. “And I was just happy to be a part 
of that.” 

BANGED-UP BLACKHAWKS 

Keith didn’t return to the bench for the second period and 
was ruled out for the game, though the team didn’t specify 
the issue. 

Chicago also lost forward Brett Connolly late in the second 
period when he collided with Carolina’s Steven Lorentz and 
ended up face down on the ice. He was eventually helped to 
the tunnel with 2:20 left and was ruled out for the third. 

Colliton said afterward that both players were dealing with 
concussions. 

Earlier Thursday, the team said center Kirby Dach would 
miss the game as well as the final two games against Dallas. 
In a statement, team physician Michael Terry said Dach had 
aggravated a right wrist injury and was having “some post-
operative discomfort.” 

MRAZEK’S NIGHT 

Mrazek finished with 25 saves for Carolina in his second 
appearance since missing time with a lower-body injury. That 
included stopping a breakaway shot from Patrick Kane right 
before the horn to end the second. 

“He made some big saves,” Necas said. “We didn’t help him 
enough. We gave up too many grade-A (scoring chances). 
We’ve got to figure it out in the last two games. There is no 
chance we can play like that in the playoffs.” 

STANDINGS WATCH 

Carolina entered Thursday with 79 points. That was three 
more than Vegas for the league lead and four more than 
fellow Central Division teams Tampa Bay and Florida. 
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Carolina was the only one of those teams in action Thursday 
night. 

UP NEXT 

Blackhawks: Host Dallas on Sunday to start a home 
doubleheader to close the schedule. 

Hurricanes: Visit Nashville on Saturday to start a two-game 
set that closes the regular-season schedule. The Hurricanes 
have won all six meetings this season.

 

 

Ranking the top players, teams, coaches, owners, arenas we're rooting for in the 2021 NHL 
playoffs 

By Greg Wyshynski 

When it comes to rooting interests in the 2021 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, we can all agree on one of them: the health and 
safety of everyone participating, after a regular season that 
saw a parade of players on the COVID-related absences list 
and plenty of interruptions to the schedule. 

But beyond that, we'd love to have these people, places and 
things that we're pulling for in the chase for the Cup. Here's 
our top 10: 

10. Nikita Kucherov 

The Tampa Bay Lightning won the Stanley Cup last season. 
Unless you're a fan of dynasties or Tampa Bay as the sports 
epicenter of the universe, there's not really a compelling 
reason to root for the Lightning again. But I am rooting for 
Kucherov, because there's something absolutely delicious 
about the way the Lightning were able to navigate his injury. 

Kucherov had surgery before the season; his contract was 
placed on long-term injured reserve; the Lightning didn't 
have to blow up their team due to the flat salary cap; they 
managed to make the playoffs without the former Hart 
Trophy winner playing a millisecond of the regular season; 
and they likely will get a fully armed and operational Nikita 
Kucherov -- as well as a returning Steven Stamkos -- for the 
first round of the postseason. 

I'm not saying the surgery wasn't legit or inferring any cap 
shenanigans here. I'm just saying if Kucherov returns as his 
normal, dominant self, then this is one of the all-time 
inadvertent flexes in the NHL. 

9. Nassau Coliseum 

My father had a New York Daily News cartoon hanging on 
our wood-paneled basement wall that featured caricatures of 
New York Islanders players from their fourth straight Stanley 
Cup win. Three of those Cups were captured on Coliseum 
ice, where those dynasty teams were 11-1, and the arena 
was nicknamed "Fort Neverlose" by fans. 

The last time the Cup was hoisted at Nassau Coliseum was 
a week before "Return of the Jedi" was released in theaters 
for the first time. In other words, it's been a while. The 2021 
Stanley Cup playoffs will be the final games played in the old 
"barn" before the Islanders move near the barns at Belmont 

Park next season. Here's hoping for a few more memories to 
be made (that don't involve the hockey-in-quicksand action 
we saw from the Islanders in the bubble last season). 

8. Colorado's health 

When the Colorado Avalanche were eliminated in Game 7 of 
the Western Conference semifinals last summer, they were 
missing forwards Gabriel Landeskog, Joonas Donskoi and 
Matt Calvert, goalies Philipp Grubauer and Pavel Francouz 
and defenseman Erik Johnson. As they head towards the 
playoffs this season, they're without Johnson, Francouz and 
Calvert. Brandon Saad and Samuel Girard are hurt. 

The Avalanche are scary good. GM Joe Sakic has been 
lauded for meticulously constructing a roster that could win 
the Stanley Cup this season ... if healthy. That's the 
challenge, especially when it comes to goaltending. 
Grubauer was limited to seven playoff games last season. 
With Francouz out, the other options if Grubauer goes down 
are Devan Dubnyk, of the .838 save percentage, and Jonas 
Johansson, of the "never having played in the postseason 
before." 

Out: playoff bubbles. In: bubble-wrapping Philipp Grubauer 
for protection. 

7. Minnesota Wild 

The Wild's transformation into fun-time, goal-scoring party 
team remains one of the most jarring in recent memory, 
given the franchise's reputation for ... well, not emphasizing 
the offensive game all that much. That was pre-Kirill 
Kaprizov (or Ka-Pre-zov), as the rookie winger is the favorite 
for the Calder Trophy, and has helped the Wild to their 
highest goals-per-game average (3.25) in franchise history in 
this shortened season. 

Minnesota has lost once in regulation since April 10. We've 
all been anticipating a "Godzilla vs. Kong" battle between 
Vegas and Colorado for the West Division crown, and here 
come the Wild acting like (spoiler alert) Mecha-Godzilla to 
interfere in that showdown. 

6. Connor McDavid 

Even if he's playing your team, rooting for Connor McDavid 
to do Connor McDavid things in the playoffs is rather easy. 
He's going to do them whether you want him to or not, so 
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you might as well enjoy the nightly pantsing of opposing 
defensemen and bedazzling of goaltenders with his superior 
speed and stickhandling. 

McDavid has 18 points in 17 career playoff games and this is 
his sixth NHL season. Is it too much to ask for the Oilers to 
make a little run and give us maximum Connor? 

5. Taylor Hall 

It hasn't been all that fun to be Taylor Hall recently. Sure, 
there was that MVP season with the New Jersey Devils. That 
was fun. But the past calendar year saw him go from belle of 
the free-agent ball to watching the market shrink due to the 
pandemic. So he went to the Buffalo Sabres for a season to 
make some big cash ($8 million) and pump up his stats while 
playing alongside Jack Eichel. Well, one out of two isn't bad. 

He landed a no-move clause from Buffalo, so when the 
Sabres imploded and turned into sellers, Hall controlled his 
next destination. And by next destination, we mean "Boston," 
which is where he's wanted to end up for years. 

So at the end of this free-agent gambit, Taylor Hall will have 
(a) gotten paid big, (b) gotten to audition in person for a new 
contract with the Bruins and (c) had a chance to play in the 
postseason with a team that has a slightly better chance as 
competing for a championship than the 2018 Devils and 
2020 Coyotes did, the teams which account for Hall's 14 
career playoff games. This was basically Machiavellian. 

4. Bill Foley 

Four years into their existence, the "Golden Misfits" have 
cleaned up, put on a tie and gotten a job at the bank. It's all 
business and that business is winning the Stanley Cup. 
That's been the goal of owner Bill Foley from his first 
expansion fee payment to the NHL through the last check he 
cut to free-agent coup Alex Pietrangelo. 

He's invested heavily in this franchise in every way possible, 
turning what many expected to be a team for comp tickets 
and high rollers into the city's most beloved franchise (Sorry, 
Raiders.). Maybe we just want to see what raising the Cup 
sounds like in a packed T-Mobile Arena this summer -- Foley 
says the team could have 100% capacity by the final round. 
Maybe we just want to see what a Stanley Cup parade down 
The Strip looks like. 

Maybe we just want to see an owner who had the audacity to 
believe an expansion team could become a perennial 
contender this quickly get his ring. 

3. Sidney Crosby 

Sid is averaging 1.13 points per game to lead the Penguins 
through various forms of adversity, from their usual spate of 
injuries to the departure of general manager Jim Rutherford. 
He won't win the Hart Trophy -- that's Connor, by a sizable 
margin -- but could easily be a finalist for MVP. 

The reason we're rooting for Crosby is because the sands 
keep falling through that hourglass. He'll be 34 in August. 
He's Sid The Kid in name only. Who knows how many more 
cracks he gets at a fourth Stanley Cup, matching Wayne 
Gretzky's career total? Let's enjoy it while we can. 

2. Rod Brind'Amour 

Remember when Brind'Amour was hired as Hurricanes 
coach in 2018? He had never been a head coach. There was 
speculation that owner Tom Dundon would have a desk in 
his coach's office. It turns out that Rod Brind'Amour is 
actually really, really good at this coaching thing. He has a 
.638 points percentage through his first 203 games behind 
the bench. 

It's no secret that coaches enter a higher stratosphere when 
they win a Stanley Cup. That goes for league-wide reputation 
as well as finances -- and Brind'Amour is due a new contract 
for next season. The Canes are a likeable team, and 
Brind'Amour is the unassuming architect of their success. 

But mostly, we just want to see him recreate this Stanley 
Cup photo 15 years later. 

1. Joe Thornton 

Every NHL postseason has a few candidates for "old guy 
that never won the Stanley Cup but we sure would like to see 
him do it." In the past postseason, it might have been Dallas 
Stars center Joe Pavelski, who fell just short. We go from 
"Little Joe" last summer to "Jumbo Joe" this postseason. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs have their best shot at winning 
their first Stanley Cup since 1967, both due to how good they 
are and the fact they may never have to see the Bruins 
across the ice. Thornton isn't the only veteran player seeking 
his first ring: Jason Spezza (37), Nick Foligno (33) and 
Wayne Simmonds (32) are among the others. But the 41-
year-old center is the one we want to see lift the Cup the 
most, because it will be the perfect capper to a first-ballot 
Hall of Fame career. 

And, frankly, don't you want to see what Joe Thornton would 
do during his day with the Cup? Even if it's while looking 
through your fingers as you attempt to avert your eyes?
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Canes look flat as Hawks break through late to take win 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost to the Chicago Blackhawks 2-1 
in overtime Thursday night at PNC Arena in their final home 
game of the regular season. 

By Ryan Henkel 

It was a game of rising and falling fortunes as the Carolina 
Hurricanes fell in overtime to the Chicago Blackhawks 2-1 
Thursday night at PNC Arena.  

It was honestly a better fate than the Hurricanes deserved as 
they played nowhere near the level that they are capable of 
but they regardless managed to steal a point to extend their 
point streak to 13 games, tying a franchise record. 

While the team may not have been very sharp, the one 
saving grace of the night was the stellar play of Petr Mrazek. 

The Czech netminder was outstanding throughout the game, 
making high-danger save after high-danger save — 10 in 
total according to NaturalStatTrick.com — on a myriad of 
odd-man rushes and in-close chances.  

It bodes well for the Canes as he continues to get back into 
game form after his short injury absence.  

Speaking of returning to form, Martin Necas — who very 
candidly had stated that he had “sucked” a week ago — 
extended his personal goal streak to three games now as he 
roofed a slick, shorthanded backhand in alone against Collin 
Delia to start off the scoring for the game. 

As stated before, the Canes’ fortune was very much the 
Blackhawks’ misfortune though as the Necas breakaway all 
stemmed from an unfortunate play where Chicago 
defenseman Duncan Keith collided with linesman Ryan 
Gibbons resulting in a knee to Keith’s head. Keith would not 
return to the game. 

The Blackhawks would lose yet another player as the game 
progressed as Brett Connolly and Steven Lorentz turned 
right into each other’s paths with neither having noticed until 
it was too late. Connolly absorbed the worst of it and would 
not return either. 

Other than that though, the game really started to swing 
Chicago’s way the more the game went on. The amount of 
breakaways that the Hawks were afforded was startling to 
see from a usually strong Carolina blueline. Somehow 
Carolina was holding on, but that was all thanks to Mrazek. 

But just as much as Mrazek was being called upon, Delia 
also rose to the challenge on the otherwise and put together 
quite a few highlight reel saves to keep his team in the game. 

The true duel of the game wasn’t the Hurricanes vs the 
Blackhawks, but instead the battle between Mrazek and 
Delia. The two netminders faced quite a few Grade-A 
chances, but in the end someone had to come out ahead. 

It turned out to be the Hawks. 

The Blackhawks finally broke through Mrazek’s wall late in 
the third period as Riley Stillman collected his first career 
goal in the same building in which his father, Cory, had won 
a Stanley Cup 15 years earlier.  

The Hawks forced their way to overtime and they finished it 
there as Alex DeBrincat sniped it home from the slot to close 
out the series.  

The Canes have two games left in the regular season and 
will face the Nashville Predators Saturday and Monday in 
what could potentially be a first round matchup.
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They said it: Brind’Amor, Necas, Mrazek on overtime loss to Chicago 

Rod Brind’Amour, Martin Necas and Petr Mrazek spoke to 
the media following the team’s final game of the regular 
season. 

By Ryan Henkel and Andrew Schnittker  

The Canes got a point in the standings thanks to 25 saves 
from Petr Mrazek and a shorthanded goal from Martin 
Necas, but fell 2-1 to the Chicago Blackhawks in overtime in 
their final home game of the regular season Thursday night.  

Mrazek, Necas and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the media 
following the loss, here’s a full breakdown of everything they 
had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if he wasn’t pleased with the game: Yeah. 

On Petr Mrazek’s play: Best player, for sure. Well that’s 
easy, actually. But yeah, he was great. 

On if he’s comfortable with where Mrazek is after two games 
back: He looked good tonight. If we get that kind of 
performance, he kept us in a game that we had no business 
being in. As long as he feels good and dusted off the rust, I 
think he looks like he’s ready to go.  

On getting nine out of 10 points in the homestand: I 
appreciate that thought, because I probably need that right 
about now. The big picture, yes. But tonight, you talk about 
the process, about doing it right, was crap. So that’s 
frustrating, but I get it. But it’s not now we want it to look. 

On what he’s most disappointed in: The end was actually 
fine. It was the first two periods, giving up breakaways, two-
on-ones, breakaways, no coverage. Just sloppy all over. 
Trading chances. Of course they were going for it, and we 
were happy to give them one to get one. That doesn’t work.  

On a game like that being a bit of a wakeup call: 100%, 
totally. We needed to get our butts kicked, to be quite honest 
with you. Just so we can show, this is not how it works. And I 
say that, and we still probably had maybe close to the same 
amount of good scoring opportunities, but it’s not good 
enough. We can’t play like that next week, that’s for sure. I 
get it. It’s tough. The guys have done a great job all year to 
get us in this position, but if we do it how we always talk 
about and just worry about today, that was not a good game.  

On if this could work in the team’s favor: It better. That’s how 
we’re going to look at it. You’ve got to learn from it. The best 
way is when you play like that, to not win a game. To get it 
handed to you. Yeah, we got a point of it, great, but we got 
beat tonight, for sure. So we’re going to come back 
tomorrow, look at it and figure a way to get better, but it has 
to be a learning experience, for sure.  

On Riley Stillman’s first NHL goal: I’m happy for him to be in 
the NHL and living his dream. That’s great. I didn’t need to 
see it tonight, but I am happy for him. 

Martin Necas 

On getting his game back: It’s been better. Of course scoring 
a couple of goals helps you get going a little bit. It was way 
better, but today we just weren’t good enough. We gave up 
so many chances against and that can’t happen. 

On Petr Mrazek’s play: He made some big saves. We didn’t 
help him enough though. We gave up too many Grade-As. 
Like I said, we have to figure it out in the last two games. 
There’s no chance we can play like that in the playoffs.  

On how big the final games against Nashville could be as 
they may be a first round opponent: We just have to play it 
like any other game. Play our game the same way. We want 
to like always give 100% which we didn’t today. We’ll talk 
about it a little tomorrow and get better there. It can’t happen 
again. 

On killing penalties: Of course it helps. Even if you’re only 
out there for a little bit, you get on the ice and get the 
momentum of the game. Sometimes you get chances as 
well. For sure it helps me. I like to play PK. 

On if he knew Duncan Keith was injured before his goal: I 
didn’t even know. Guys told me in the locker room 
afterwards. I didn’t see what happened there. If the ref hit 
him or what. I didn’t see it. 

On if it’s more or less frustrating to run into a hot goaltender: 
Yes and no. We had some chances, but we gave up way 
more. I don’t even know how many breakways they had. And 
2-on-1s. Just can’t happen. We had some chances, but they 
had way more. We were lucky today that we got the one 
point. 

Petr Mrazek 

On if there’s a bit of a positive takeaway for him personally 
getting to face a lot of high-quality chances after being away 
with injury: I would be lying to you if I said it was great. 
Sometimes games like that happen and today was the one. 

On if it’s challenging for goaltenders returning from long 
absences: It was a long two months break for me with the 
hand injury and then I came back, had some small problem 
in the lower body, but I don’t think that was hard to 
comeback from. I was skating after a few days so I didn’t 
have much of a break there. 

On if he feels ready for the postseason: Yeah. I think we all 
feel ready to go. We’re excited for it and we just have to get 
through two more games. We just have to battle hard and 
get the confidence on the track for the playoffs.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251211304.html 

https://theathletic.com/2573210/2021/05/07/nhl-power-rankings-vegas-holds-strong-at-the-top-but-the-hurricanes-arent-far-off/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/05/flat-hurricanes-manage-a-point-in-home-finale/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-extend-point-streak-to-13-games-in-overtime-loss-to-chicago/c-324428376 
https://www.nhl.com/news/chicago-blackhawks-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-324281026 

https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-chicago-blackhawks-hockey-nhl-sports-0c1af880fed87827835f34159ccc66cc 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/31400605/ranking-top-players-teams-coaches-owners-arenas-rooting-2021-nhl-playoffs 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/6/22424059/carolina-hurricanes-look-flat-as-hicago-blackhawks-breakthrough-late-to-take-win-necas-mrazek 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/6/22424091/carolina-hurricanes-rod-brindamour-martin-necas-petr-mrazek 
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Blackhawks rally late in regulation, beat Hurricanes in overtime 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes played their last home game of the regular 
season Thursday. 

They’ll soon be back, and for much bigger games. 

The Canes closed out their home schedule in this condensed season, 
facing the Chicago Blackhawks for the third time this week. For the first 
time this week, the Blackhawks won, getting an overtime goal from Alex 
DeBrincat for a 2-1 victory. 

Defenseman Riley Stillman tied the score 1-1 for the Blackhawks with 
3:01 left in regulation with his first NHL goal. Pius Suter turned near the 
left point and wristed a long-distance shot that Stillman tipped in the slot 
to beat goalie Petr Mrazek. 

DeBrincat then whistled a shot from the slot past Vincent Trocheck and 
Mrazek at 2:02 of overtime, ending the Canes’ five-game winning streak. 
Goalie Collin Delia had 36 saves for Chicago, which ended a six-game 
winless streak, in earning his first NHL victory since March 2019. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was left disgusted, not so much for losing 
a game as in the way the game was lost. He used the word “crap” in 
describing his team’s execution, but did agree that the “big picture” — a 
20-3-5 home record, nine of 10 points in the homestand and a 13-game 
point streak — was a huge positive. 

“I appreciate that thought because I need that right about now,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

The Canes (36-10-8) will go to Nashville to end the regular season with a 
pair of road games against the Predators. It’s possible the two teams 
could meet up in the first round of the Stanley Cup playoffs, with the first 

game at PNC Arena, but first things first — the Canes want to win the 
Central Division and also the Presidents’ Trophy for most points in the 
NHL. 

Martin Necas gave the Canes a 1-0 lead with a shorthanded breakaway 
in the first period, and on a weird play that ended the night for 
Blackhawks defenseman Duncan Keith. 

Keith, at the left point, was trying to control the puck but stumbled and fell 
into the linesman near the blue line, his head hitting the linesman’s knee. 
Necas, ever speedy, took off with the loose puck and beat Delia with a 
backhander at 9:49 of the first. 

For Necas, who has scored in three straight games, it was his 14th of the 
season. It also was the second shorthanded goal in as many games for 
the winger, who had a late empty-netter against Chicago on Tuesday in a 
6-3 win. 

But the Canes allowed too many odd-man rushes, allowed the 
Blackhawks to easily escape the zone and keep the pressure on Mrazek, 
who faced 27 shots in his second game back after returning from a 
lower-body injury. 

“Today we just weren’t good enough,” Necas said. “We gave up so many 
chances against, and that just can’t happen. (Mrazek) made some big 
saves. We didn’t help him enough. We gave up too many Grade-A’s. 

“We have to figure it out in the last two games. There’s no way we can 
play like that in the playoffs.” 

Brind’Amour said Mrazek was the Canes’ “best player for sure” and was 
“great.” 

One of Mrazek’s biggest stops came just as the second period was 
ending when he stopped Patrick Kane on a partial breakaway. DeBrincat 
had a breakaway earlier in the second but couldn’t control the puck and 
didn’t get much on his shot. 

“The first two periods, giving up breakaways, two-on-ones, breakaways, 
no coverage, it was just sloppy all over,” Brind’Amour said. “Trading 
chances. Of course, they were going for it and we were happy to give 
them one to get one. That doesn’t work. 

“Yeah, we got a point out of it. But we got beat tonight, for sure.” 
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The Canes had their chances to add to the 1-0 lead in the third. Steven 
Lorentz was wide on a shot with an open net, and Nino Niederreiter was 
denied his 21st goal by a scrambling Delia. 

Those misses were costly. Stillman, the son of former Canes forward 
Cory Stillman, then tied it for the Hawks (23-25-6). That had to be a thrill 
for a player who was 8 years old when his father and the Canes won the 
2006 Stanley Cup. 

“Sometimes games like that happen and today was the one,” Mrazek 
said. 

Keith left the game and did not return for Chicago. Forward Brett 
Connolly was injured in the third after an open-ice collision with Lorentz. 
Both suffered concussions, Chicago coach Jeremy Colliton said. 

INJURY UPDATE 

Forward Jordan Martinook participated in Thursday’s morning skate at 
PNC Arena. Martinook has not played since April 22 against Florida, 
missing seven games, and will not play Thursday, Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. 

Injured forwards Brock McGinn and Cedric Paquette continue to be 
sidelined. 

“I’d like to have all those guys in the lineup,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Unfortunately, it is what it is right now and they’re not able to play. 
Martinook, we’d love to see him get in here maybe the next game or 
certainly the last one. They’re nursing some things and hopefully we’ll get 
them in.” 
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Fans have clamored to see this line. Now it has the Canes on a 5-game 
win streak. 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER MAY 06, 2021 08:00 AM 

 

Jaccob Slavin called Teuvo Teravainen the “mad Finn” on Tuesday, but 
the Carolina Hurricanes defenseman meant it in a good way. 

It’s just that Teravainen, in what has been a disjointed season, after 
being sidelined with COVID-19 and then a concussion, is back and 
seemingly playing with a Finnish vengeance. He has as steely a glint as 
the winger can get in those blue eyes. 

“All the guys, we’re just try to get him to smile,” Slavin joked. “When he’s 
playing good hockey, that’s when that’s happening. When he’s scoring 
goals we give him a hard time about trying to hold back the smile.” 

Not only is Teravainen back, he’s on a line with Sebastian Aho and 
Andrei Svechnikov. It’s the line so many Canes fans have clamored to 
see and that opposing coaches and teams likely don’t want to face -- the 
band back together again. 

Against the Chicago Blackhawks on Tuesday, Svechnikov had two goals 
and an assist. Teravainen had a goal and two assists. Aho had a pair of 
assists, making it eight points for the top line in a 6-3 victory that secured 
the Canes (36-10-7) home-ice advantage for at least the first round of the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

“He makes players around him better, clearly,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of Teravainen. “He has since day one being here. I 
think that was really evident tonight, obviously. He’s a big part of what 
we’ve got to do.” 

BACK IN THE LINEUP 

After missing 32 of 33 games recovering from the concussion, 
Teravainen went back into the lineup April 27 against the Dallas Stars. In 
five games, he has three goals and three assists. Aho, who had a hat 
trick Monday against Chicago, has four goals and seven assists, and 
Svechnikov two goals and seven assists. 

The Canes have a five-game winning streak. Yes, there is a correlation. 

“Across the board for their line they’re so skilled and they’re so fast,” 
Slavin said. “That makes it even harder. They’re not the biggest, not the 
most physical line, but their hockey sense is through the roof and 
obviously their skill is with the best of them. 

“You’ve got to try your best to take away their time and space and not let 
them come at you with speed. With their hockey sense it’s a tough task.” 

Brind’Amour began the season with Nino Niederreiter on Aho’s line with 
Teravainen, and with Svechnikov playing on Jordan Staal’s line. The 
coach wanted more balance with the lines, and playing on Aho’s line did 
help quickly jump-start Niederreiter’s impressive bounceback season. 

Then, COVID-19 issues. Teravainen, who had played 271 consecutive 
games, went into quarantine Jan. 19 and missed three games. 

Once back, he played nine games -- with a goal and three assists against 
Columbus on Feb. 15 -- before being hit by Chicago’s Nikita Zadorov, a 
6-foot-6, 235-pound defenseman, in the Feb. 19 game. The hit was clean 
and Teravainen left concussed. 

Teravainen sat out seven games before playing March 4 against Detroit. 
With the state’s COVID restrictions eased, Canes fans again could attend 
at PNC Arena and many fans were excited to see Teravainen with Aho 
and Svechnikov. 

Hurricanes fans enter PNC Arena for the March 4 game against the 
Detroit Red Wings at PNC Arena. Chip Alexander 

At least for one game. Teravainen, saying he didn’t feel right, would miss 
the next 25 games -- a tough, challenging time for the Finn. 

TERAVAINEN SAYS HE FEELS ‘PRETTY GOOD’ 

Teravainen scored his first goal since Feb. 15 last Thursday against 
Detroit at PNC Arena, his second game back. On Saturday, he scored 
when he stepped into a one-timer against Columbus, a shot that had a lot 
of that “mad Finn” in it. 

“He’s so unselfish and we love him for that, but he’s got a good shot,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Teravainen’s goal Tuesday came on a quick shot between the circles 
after a pass from Aho. He earned his first assist by winning a faceoff on a 
set play that led to Svechnikov’s first goal, then the second with a quick 
touch pass out of the neutral zone to spring Svechnikov. 

“I’ve played with ‘Turbo’ pretty much my whole NHL career and it’s 
always been easy to play with him,” Aho, who has a nine-game point 
streak, said Monday. “Andrei’s a great player, great skater, makes plays. 
It’s fun to play with them. I think we have pretty good chemistry.” 

After Tuesday’s game, Teravainen was asked if he felt “100 percent 
back” in terms of his timing. 

“I don’t know if I’m ever 100 percent,” he said. “I always want to be better. 
But I feel pretty good. Of course we have a couple more games, and 
these are good games for me to get to my game and get my feel for the 
puck. It’s been good, I think.” 

Teravainen said that as if holding back a smile. As Slavin might say, 
that’s a good sign. 

OF NOTE 

The Canes on Wednesday recalled defenseman Roland McKeown, who 
has been on loan to Skelleftea AIK of the Swedish Hockey League, and 
assigned him to the taxi squad. McKeown played 24 SHL games. 
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CAROLINA HURRICANES VS. CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

WATCH: BSSO (Bally) 
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Good habits SZN: The Hurricanes aren’t letting up down the stretch 

 

By Sara Civian May 6, 2021  

 

In case you haven’t heard, the Carolina Hurricanes were the first team in 
the Central Division to clinch a playoff berth. This purgatory between 
clinching playoffs and the actual playoffs isn’t exactly familiar territory 
around here, so Good Samaritans like you and me were starting to 
wonder what really happens in these last handful of games before 
everything really matters. 

I really dropped the ball here. I should’ve prepared Canes Twitter for the 
pre-playoffs — aka lowkey one of the worst times to Be Online — where 
the intersection of boredom and anxiety takes hold. Playoffs-clinched-
Twitter is nowhere near as insufferable as questionable-hit-during-
playoffs Twitter or Tom Wilson-discourse Twitter, don’t get me wrong. 

And clinching the playoffs with weeks of games in hand obviously has its 
perks that greatly outweigh the cons — more special teams reps, more 
opportunity to get “banged up” players some rest without serious 
repercussions, more goalie clarity. For the media and fans, though, it 
feels a bit like when you start dating someone and the honeymoon period 
fades into the things you feel like you need to figure out before you spend 
the rest of your life with this stranger.  

Are they going to act this sweet forever? 

What are they hiding? 

Why are there suddenly 5,000 goalies in my living room, and which one 
is the best? Is this goalie Bachelorette? 

The Vibe Check Tuesday evening after a 6-3 win, a 9-0-3 recent record, 
a 12-game point streak and home ice clinched was hilarious because of 
this dynamic. 

FEELING KINDA MAGICAL? BUT SCARED THAT I’M FEELING THAT 
WAY…? 

— ALEX (@ALEXXFRANZEN) MAY 5, 2021 

THE VIBES ARE (ﾉ◕ヮ◕)ﾉ*:･ﾟ✧ 

— MEG (@CANEOFUNCER10TY) MAY 5, 2021 

PIC.TWITTER.COM/1L4UABJILF 

— BENJAMIN KEMP (@BENJAMINKEMP23) MAY 5, 2021 

PIC.TWITTER.COM/6KVVLEKI5N 

— RICHARD KAIRIS  (@RICHK4REAL) MAY 5, 2021 

PIC.TWITTER.COM/S4UY2YQDSI 

— COREY SZNAJDER (@SHUTDOWNLINE) MAY 5, 2021 

Happy? Happy. 

It’s an entirely different world for the Canes themselves, who do not 
consider this period of time purgatory at all. Elite competitors are elite 

competitors, and they scoff at the notion that they would try to tone it 
down in this stretch. 

Vincent Trocheck first highlighted the importance of habits headed into 
the playoffs before Monday’s win. 

“I don’t think anybody on this team’s thinking ‘be careful’ going into a 
hockey game — there’s a lot on the line,” he said. “We’re trying to win 
every game going down the stretch, here. Nobody wants to create bad 
habits going into the playoffs. ‘Being careful’ is definitely creating a bad 
habit. Everybody’s going to be coming to play just like they would the rest 
of the regular season.” 

“Totally,” Rod Brind’Amour agreed. “That’s the whole name of the game 
right now. Human nature would be easy to let off the gas. We push so 
hard, got to get in the playoffs, then you’re in and we have to keep 
getting better. You get to the playoffs, you can’t have bad habits, you 
can’t have things creep into your game. I give those guys a lot of credit. 
These last three games, it hasn’t been picture-perfect, but we certainly 
haven’t come off the gas at all. That’s on those guys, doing a great job.” 

The Canes are arguably the best team in the NHL for a reason, and you 
can Google “NHL standings” if you don’t believe me. 

This final (can I get an Amen?) back-to-back of the regular season 
featured one outright thrashing and one come-from-behind win, and I 
guess it summed up what makes this Canes team different from the past. 
In the past, that thrashing would have been a closer win and Tuesday 
would have been a loss. The difference? Talent. And … 

Fine, we’ll talk about goaltending. I saw some debate floating around 
about why Brind’Amour “wouldn’t name a No. 1 starter” after Alex 
Nedeljkovic crushed it once again in Monday’s 5-2 win. First of all, here’s 
the quote when he was asked if he considers Nedeljkovic the starter: “I 
don’t know if I’d say that. I think we have three guys, like I’ve said all 
year. He’s definitely proven to be in the mix. I have all the faith in the 
world in him. Do we say he’s our No. 1? I’ve got all three guys in that 
position. Obviously only one’s going to get to play here at some point, but 
he’s definitely in the mix.” Second of all, put yourself in his shoes. What is 
the benefit of declaring anyone a starter? You know how fast these 
things evolve, and whoever Brind’Amour considers the “starter” right now 
could easily change, like, four games down the road and then he looks 
bad for saying anything. Third of all, it might create unnecessary tension. 
Finally of all, Brind’Amour has said many times before that he trusts the 
goaltending coaches with the brunt of these decisions — this has to 
factor in. I actually caught up with new goalie coach Paul Schonfelder for 
an unrelated story today, but I got his opinion on this.”When we first met, 
going back to before the season, he’s made it clear that he trusts me,” 
Schonfelder said. “It’s ‘You deal with the goalies and do whatever you 
need to do to make sure they’re ready.’ He’s got a lot of shit on his plate, 
I think if I can come in and he doesn’t have to worry about what I’m doing 
with the goalies it works out well.”I think that settles that. 

Sebastian Aho’s fourth career hat trick Monday was nice, but I thought 
Tuesday night showed more about his character. He gaffed on a pass 
that led to a Blackhawks shorthanded goal then made it his life mission to 
feed Teuvo Teravainen for the 4-2 lead. I asked Brind’Amour Monday 
what his favorite thing about coaching Aho is and now it feels like 
foreshadowing: “He’s very competitive. I love that about him,” he said. 
“And I think his overall game has gotten better. Just watching him grow 
as a player has been, really, a pleasure.” It seems like every (rare) time 
Aho makes a costly mistake, he somehow makes up for it. It all factors 
into what is becoming his main characteristic — consistency. He’s got 57 
points (24 goals) and is a plus-20 in 53 games. Remember when people 
doubted he could handle center? Try 1C. 

Teravainen has six points in five games since his return, which would be 
run-of-the-mill for Turbo if it wasn’t for the three goals. Not only has he 
been scoring, but he’s been shooting to score. “The ones that he’s shot, 
there was no choice,” Brind’Amour said, laughing, when I asked what’s 
gotten into Teravainen. “He had a couple on the power play. I’d like to 
see him pull the trigger on the 5-on-3. He’s always looking to make that 
play. He’s so unselfish, and we love him for that. But he’s got a good 
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shot. He’s a complete player.” “He’s a mad Finn,” Jaccob Slavin jokingly 
offered. “No, I don’t know. He’s a great player. He can put the puck in the 
net, obviously. All the guys, we just try to get that guy to smile. When 
he’s playing good hockey, that’s when that’s happening. When he’s 
scoring goals we give him a hard time about trying to hold back the 
smile.” I will say, it’s no coincidence that Aho had a career-high nine 
shots on his hat trick night, right as his wingman was returning to form. 

Not to toot my own horn, but I did say last week that Andrei Svechnikov 
was on to something. His two goals Tuesday have him at nine points and 
two goals in his last five games, but this is one of those situations where 
the assists have actually been better than the goals. And for the record, 
this wasn’t just a baseless prediction — Svechnikov is a person and a 
player with his heart on his sleeve, and it’s part of the reason for the 
chicken-and-egg penalty trouble all season, but it’s also behind his best 
trait. At his best, you can clearly see him charging down the ice toward 
the net and you will be able to do absolutely nothing about it. From there, 
he will either dish the puck to a player behind him or score if there’s an 
option, and again, there’s nothing you can do about it. On Tuesday he 
chose scoring.”He wants to learn, and he’s such a good kid, 
“Brind’Amour said. “I think what’s helped is (Teravainen) coming back 
clearly makes that whole line go. When he picks it up a little bit, now that 
confidence, you can see, he’s feeling it again. So hopefully that 
continues. Because obviously when he’s on, he’s pretty unstoppable.” 

It’s theoretically stupid to dish out combined line stats with little context, 
but I, too, am theoretically stupid so I’m going to do it. Nine goals and 17 
points for the SAT line in the five games since Teravainen’s return. After 
Teravainen’s first game back I asked Brind’Amour to walk us through his 
decision to toss Teravainen right back on the first line after missing so 
many games.”I know he’s been working out and skating for a long, long 
time,” Brind’Amour said. “Where are you going to put him? Play him a 
few minutes? No, he wants to play. I know from coming off injuries, you 
get ready to play then put me back to what I was doing. And that’s kind of 
what I felt. You monitor, you look at him. He obviously was doing it right 
so he could handle it. We still haven’t really upped his minutes on the 
penalty kill yet, we’ll probably gradually work that in so he’s not 
overwhelmed, but he can handle whatever we throw at him.” That’s more 
complicated than he’s making it seem and needs to factor into his Jack 
Adams campaign, but we’ll get into that later. 

You really can’t out pizza the hut. 

GEEKS RAN THE FAKE LAX MOVE TO 𝒑𝒆𝒓𝒇𝒆𝒄𝒕𝒊𝒐𝒏 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/LMHAJWHPJR 

— X – CAROLINA HURRICANES (@CANES) MAY 5, 2021 

ANDREI SVECHNIKOV IN HIS OFFICE 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/MAVIRN8W2L 

— MICHAEL SMITH (@MSMITHCANES) MAY 5, 2021 

Quotes of the week: Martin Necas after scoring for the first time in 11 
games: “I mean I sucked for the last couple games, I’ve got to say that. 
So it’s good to get myself going again. I felt way better today. I tried to 
get involved, make some plays. On the goal, (Nino Niederreiter) 
screened the goalie good, and we had a few more chances, so let’s try to 
keep it going.” Brind’Amour on Necas saying he sucked: “Yeah, 100 
percent. I think he had a good word for it. You have to be able to self-
evaluate your game. You don’t need me always telling you, or the 
coaches telling you how to play. You should know. You come off, the 
game’s over, you look in the mirror and you know. That’s good on him, 
he’ll bounce back, and we need him obviously going down the stretch 
and in the playoffs.” 

I’m returning to this game coverage format for the playoffs and this was 
basically getting my reps in. Do we like it? What do we want to see more 
of? 
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Here is every scenario that would keep the Nashville Predators out of the 
NHL playoffs 

 

Will Backus 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

The Nashville Predators have a pretty clear path to the playoffs.  

They can clinch a postseason berth in one of two scenarios: Nashville 
wins either of its last two games, or the Dallas Stars lose any of their last 
three games.  

Nashville will host Carolina on Saturday and Monday, while Dallas plays 
at Tampa Bay on Friday and at Chicago on Sunday and Monday.  

The Predators sit in fourth place in the Central Division with 60 points. 
Dallas has 56. The top four teams from each division earn a playoff spot.  

Nashville has a great advantage, holding the tiebreaker with more 
regulations wins. It has 19, compared to Dallas' 16,. That's why, if Dallas 
wins 2 of 3, and Nashville goes 0-2, the Preds will still have the edge.  

But there are still a couple of scenarios that would keep Nashville out of 
postseason play.  

First, if Nashville loses out and Dallas wins out, than the Stars will get the 
edge by having more total points— 62 as opposed to Nashville's 60.  

The second possibility is a bit further out there. It still requires the 
Predators to lose their final two games. Given that, if Dallas wins two of 
its last three games, and the third is canceled for any reason, than that 
would create a tie for fourth.  

The advantage would go to the Stars, given that they would have fewer 
total games played.  

Essentially, the onus is on Nashville. All it needs to do is win one game, 
but that could be a difficult task given the opponent. Nashville is 0-5-1 
against Carolina — the NHL's leader in points with 79. 
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Nashville Predators still in prime position to make playoffs but pressure is 
on 

 

Will Backus 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

The Nashville Predators' desperation was apparent.  

The sense of urgency increased with each passing minute in the third 
period of Wednesday's game against the Columbus Blue Jackets. That 
feeling was compounded by Mikhail Grigorenko's goal, which gave 
Columbus its first lead of the night with 6:10 to play.  

The Predators went so far as to empty the net with about two minutes 
remaining in an attempt to rally, managing 12 shots in the final six 
minutes. 
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No matter how hard Nashville tried, it couldn't overcome that one-goal 
deficit, which Columbus extended with one second on the clock for its 4-2 
win.  

With a chance to clinch a spot in the NHL playoffs, the Preds (29-23-2) 
fell short.   

"I don't necessarily think it was energy (that was missing)," Nashville 
coach John Hynes said. "We had some really good looks. I thought their 
goaltender made some really good saves when we did have some 
looks." 

Shortly after the Preds game ended, Tampa Bay finished its 6-2 win 
against the Dallas Stars. Because Dallas lost, a win against Columbus 
would have meant a ticket to the postseason for Nashville.  

Wednesday's result wasn't ideal, but the Predators are still in good 
position, needing either a win or a Dallas loss to clinch a playoff berth. 
But the pressure is on.  

"It's exciting," Nashville center Colton Sissons said. "We're still in the 
driver's seat here, I believe. Two huge games against Carolina. It's an 
exciting time of year. We've just got to find a way to beat the Hurricanes, 
who have had our number this year." 

The Hurricanes do, in fact, have Nashville's number. The Preds will play 
them in Bridgestone Arena on May 8 and 10 to close out the regular 
season.  

Carolina, which sits atop the NHL standings with 79 points — the 
Predators have 60 — is the only Central Division team that Nashville has 
not defeated this season. The Hurricanes hold a 6-0 advantage. 

Meanwhile, Dallas will wrap up its series against Tampa Bay on Friday 
before traveling to Chicago on May 9 and 10.  

Tampa (75 points) is just behind Carolina at the top of the Central 
Division. 

If Nashville can lock down that fourth spot, then it will likely have to face 
Carolina, the division's top-seed, in the first round of the playoffs. 

"We have to take it step-by-step here," Hynes said. "We're not in the 
playoffs so it's not about who our matchup is going to be. We've got to 
put this one to bed here... The mentality you have to have is you can't get 
into thinking, what's the round going to be. We've got to get in." 
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Predators playoff FAQ: Clinching scenarios, increased attendance at 
Bridgestone Arena and more 

 

By Adam Vingan  

May 6, 2021  

 

Two games remain in the Predators’ season, and the final playoff spot in 
the Central Division is still up for grabs. 

Here are the answers to your most pressing questions: 

How badly did the Predators blow it Wednesday? 

Well, losing 4-2 to the lowly Columbus Blue Jackets with a chance to 
wrap up a playoff spot was not great, but the Predators still control their 
fate. The Dallas Stars also lost in regulation Wednesday, so they remain 
four points behind the Predators with a game in hand. 

Resident statistician Dom Luszczyszyn gives the Predators an 87 
percent chance of qualifying for the playoffs for the seventh consecutive 
year. 

Wait, “seventh consecutive year”? The Predators did not qualify for the 
playoffs last season.  

Are you arguing with me? The NHL recognizes the 2020 qualifying round 
as a playoff appearance. It says so right here. Although the Predators 
failed to reach the round of 16, their playoff streak remained intact. 

Whatever. When is the Predators’ next opportunity to clinch a playoff 
spot? 

On Friday, the Stars play the Tampa Bay Lightning again. Another 
regulation loss this season by the Stars, whose “tragic number” is two, 
will eliminate them. (The Stars close the season with back-to-back road 
games against the Chicago Blackhawks on Saturday and Sunday.) 

Pray that Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy, who is 6-1-0 with a 
1.42 goals-against average and .943 save percentage against the Stars 
this season, gets the start Friday. 

So the Predators can get into the playoffs without having to beat the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday or Monday.  

That is correct. 

Phew, what a relief.  

Sure, but it would be helpful for the Predators to beat the league-leading 
Hurricanes for once, especially since the Hurricanes are their likeliest 
first-round opponent. The Predators are 0-5-1 against them this season, 
having been outscored 23-9, and 1-10-3 since 2016. 

The players are up for the challenge. 

“I mean, it’s exciting, man,” Predators forward Colton Sissons said. 
“We’re still in the driver’s seat here, I believe. Two huge games against 
Carolina. It’s an exciting time of year. We’ve got to just find a way to beat 
the Hurricanes. They’ve had our number this year, but full faith that we 
can do it.” 

How many fans will be allowed to attend playoff games at Bridgestone 
Arena if the Predators make it? 

At the moment, Bridgestone Arena is operating at 33 percent capacity, 
which translates to 5,700 fans. On May 14, Nashville will lift all COVID-19 
capacity restrictions, so the Predators will no longer need approval from 
the health department to increase attendance. (Masks will still be 
required inside the arena.) 

The Predators are aiming for 70 percent capacity, or roughly 12,000 fans, 
for playoff games. 

What is the latest on the Predators’ injury situation? 

The oft-injured Predators are as close to full health as they have been in 
some time. 

Viktor Arvidsson has missed the past three games and is considered day 
to day with an upper-body injury. 

Three players — Mark Borowiecki, Mathieu Olivier and Luca Sbisa — 
remain on injured reserve. On April 9, the Predators announced that 
Olivier would be out four to six weeks. Tanner Jeannot has four goals in 
12 games since replacing Olivier on the fourth line. 

The statuses of veteran defensemen Borowiecki, who has not played 
since March 11, and Sbisa, who was sucked into the Springfield Mystery 
Spot with Ozzie Smith after playing one game in January, are unclear. 

Which forward will come out of the lineup when Arvidsson is healthy? 

The best guess is that Arvidsson replaces Brad Richardson on the third 
line with Matt Duchene and Erik Haula. 

Will Pekka Rinne play again? 
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That depends on the Predators’ situation. If they clinch a playoff spot 
Friday by virtue of a Stars loss, then Rinne, 38, could start Saturday at 
Bridgestone Arena, possibly for the last time. Juuse Saros will start every 
meaningful game for the rest of the season. 

“It has to be hard on Pekka not playing more games,” Predators general 
manager David Poile told 102.5 FM earlier this week. “We all thought that 
there would be more of an even balance this year with the condensed 
schedule and a lot of back-to-back games, and it hasn’t worked out that 
way, especially with (Saros) being so hot.” 
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The Athletic / ESPN courts Wayne Gretzky for broadcasting role as push 
to sign on-air talent intensifies 

 

By Sean Shapiro  

May 6, 2021  

  

When it comes to luring big-name talent for its hockey coverage, ESPN is 
taking a shot at the biggest name in the sport’s history. 

ESPN has approached and pitched Wayne Gretzky about a broadcasting 
role, according to multiple sources. Whether Gretzky, an alternate 
governor for the Edmonton Oilers, is interested is unknown, but at this 
point ESPN hasn’t been given a “no.” 

It’s been believed that ESPN wanted to take some big swings when it 
came to adding hockey personalities whose names held Hall of Fame 
value from their playing careers. Bringing in hockey’s universally known 
all-time leading scorer would certainly fit that ambition. 

And if Gretzky were to sign on with ESPN, it would be the biggest name 
available wrapped up in the ongoing roster push for on-air talent by both 
ESPN and Turner Sports as they position themselves to take over as 
United States national broadcast partners starting with the 2021-22 
season and lasting through the 2028-29 season. 

Networks and on-air talent have been kicking the tires on ideas for 
weeks, but planning has accelerated after Turner and the NHL finalized a 
seven-year deal for the so-called B package last week. 

Some on-air talent is already on the move. 

Kenny Albert is going to be the voice of the Stanley Cup Final for Turner, 
the New York Post reported Wednesday. Albert is currently doing games 
for NBC and is expected to handle the Stanley Cup Final for that network 
this summer before joining Turner. 

Turner is also reportedly making Eddie Olczyk its lead hockey analyst, as 
first reported by AZ Coyotes Insider’s Craig Morgan on Wednesday. It’s 
reportedly a five-year deal that would also give Olczyk the freedom to 
keep working for NBC on horse racing events. 

Olczyk was in talks with both ESPN and Turner when it came to finding a 
fit, which has been common for some of the bigger names that have yet 
to finalize their broadcast destinations. 

There was interest in Ray Ferraro by both networks, while there is some 
confidence according to sources, that ESPN will add him to their on-air 
talent pool, potentially as a lead analyst. Ferraro is one of a number of 
Canadian-based broadcasters that could be in play according to some 
industry observers after ESPN and Turner have shown a willingness to 
present salaries that would make moving to the United States much 
easier. 

Both Turner Sports and ESPN have shown interest in hiring Kevin 
Weekes for their respective broadcasts. Weekes has also pursued NHL 
management opportunities recently, but as long as he’s still in the 
broadcast world he’ll likely find an ideal landing place in that realm. 

In a similar vein, John Davidson could be in line to return to the 
broadcasting business after the surprising front-office shakeup by the 
New York Rangers on Wednesday. At this point whether Davidson has 
an interest in broadcasting again or not is unknown, but as one television 
source said, “he’d have his choice if he decided that’s what he wanted to 
do.” 

On the play-by-play front, John Forslund is a name that has been raised 
as a possibility for both networks. Forslund does have the freedom to 
pursue national broadcast opportunities in addition to his impending work 
with the Seattle Kraken. Forslund is considered one of the gold standards 
for play-by-play in the United States, so it seems likely he’ll have at least 
some role with ESPN or Turner. 
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The Athletic / Inside the building of Climate Pledge Arena and the Kraken 
Training Facility 

 

By Ryan S. Clark  

May 6, 2021   

 

A theatre room that can fit 30 people featuring stadium seating and a 98-
inch HDTV. A workout room that is larger than most homes stacked with 
all the high-end finishes and fixtures imaginable. 

This might sound like the inside an HGTV dream home, but these are 
just some of the features the Seattle Kraken’s coaching staff and players 
will have at their disposal when they enter Climate Pledge Arena and the 
Kraken Training Center. 

Because why not go all-in when you’re an expansion team with an 
ownership group that is spending more than $1 billion to build an arena 
and a training complex? 

Spending money, while key, is only part of the Kraken’s investment. They 
are also allowing their staff to put their fingerprints on what is being built.  
Head video analyst Tim Ohashi was one of four staff members intimately 
involved with the construction project who spoke to The Athletic about 
what will be inside both structures and how those facilities compare to 
the rest of the NHL. 

“When you’re in an older building … we’d talk about how it would be nice 
to change this or have that,” Ohashi said. “But here, I am able to create a 
bit of a wishlist, and I definitely never expected I would have that kind of 
input.” 

Head equipment manager Jeff Camelio, who previously worked for the 
Nashville Predators, is responsible for coordinating all the moving parts 
that make life easier for players. Camelio explained that being inside the 
bubble in Edmonton gave him some perspective based on what the 
Oilers did with Rogers Place. The Oilers’ home was built in 2016, and 
around the league is often discussed as a sort of pie-in-the-sky venue. 
Camelio said Rogers Place has all of the high-end amenities, and the 
Kraken are on pace to have a similar setup but on a smaller scale. 

“They had so much space. At one point, it almost comes off too big,” 
Camelio recalled. “You might get lost and need to find somebody that 
locker room is so big. It is crazy to think about. It’s spectacular. It’s 
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beautiful. But I was at a point that I almost needed to go on a manhunt to 
find someone.” 

Space is something the Kraken have thought a lot about. The Kraken will 
have two dressing rooms at each facility. The first dressing room will be 
used for players to change in or out of their street clothes for practices or 
training. The second dressing room – the one more commonly seen in 
media clips – will be where players can put on their equipment. Camelio 
said the main dressing room at Climate Pledge Arena will be a 
horseshoe shape, whereas the one at the Kraken Training Center will be 
larger and shaped like a rectangle. 

And they will have their logo on the ceiling instead of on the floor to avoid 
any potential confrontations in the event someone accidentally steps on 
the Kraken’s insignia. 

The dressing room at the Kraken Training Center. 

Just wait. There’s more. Camelio said the dressing rooms will have 
touchscreen panels on the wall so players can control the music. As for 
the audio system itself, it will all be connected via Bluetooth so music can 
play from speakers built into the walls of the dressing rooms. At the front 
of the Kraken’s dressing rooms will be an 80-inch HDTV that coaches 
could use for video sessions. 

“Nothing has really been missed in terms of luxury. That’s for sure,” 
Camelio said. “They have done a great job making things as state of the 
art as they can.” 

Beyond the dressing room, Camelio said the Kraken will have a players’ 
lounge at the training center with a cafeteria-like setting for players to eat 
breakfast or have coffee before starting their day. There will be couches 
and televisions where players can congregate. And while he did not 
envision the team spending a lot of time there, he added that the room 
would be large enough to fit the entire team at once for a meal. There will 
also be a players’ lounge at Climate Pledge Arena but it will be a bit 
smaller. 

Camelio is in the process of setting up how storage will work, calling 
around to other teams to learn how they make the most efficient use of 
their space for equipment. One reason that space will matter relates to 
game days. Some teams hold morning skate at their training facility 
before home games, while others have morning skate at their arena. 
Camelio said that decision will be made by the Kraken’s head coach. 
Either way, the Kraken will be in a position in which they could have 
morning skate at the training center and transport the players’ equipment 
and extra supplies in a box truck to the arena 8 miles away so everything 
is in place three hours before puck drop. 

The way NHL teams approach building facilities has dramatically 
changed since Camelio broke into the league in 2005. He said that the 
Predators had a nice dressing room but how teams use the latest 
technology has evolved. Plus, having a nice training facility is now a 
recruiting tool to lure free agents. 

“In Nashville, we had players come in and tour our facility. Those things 
make a difference now,” Camelio said. “Amenities are something players 
consider and having state-of-the-art facilities could help us in recruiting 
for sure.” 

Ohashi, who was with the Capitals for five years, has played an integral 
role in how the Kraken built their video rooms and the coaches’ offices. 

Climate Pledge Arena will feature two main rooms for the coaching staff. 
The first is a video room that Ohashi said is more like a theatre. He said 
the room will have 30 seats with leather seatbacks and cushions with 
wooden armrests. It will be a stadium-seating layout that allows players 
to walk in from the bottom as the room rises up with stairs. That way, 
everyone will have a clear view of the 98-inch HDTV when the team 
holds meetings. Some of the furniture and fixtures are still being 
determined, such as whether or not the Kraken logo will be on the 
headrests of every seat in the theatre. 

Ohashi said the team will have a similar theatre at the Kraken Training 
Center so that routine-oriented NHL players can have consistency. 

“It should be a good mix of the team’s identity while also having that 
professional look,” Ohashi said. “That is consistent with the look we are 
cultivating here. I think even before I was hired, there were these 
conversations about the team name and the logo. When the team name 
was finally unveiled, and I am paraphrasing here, (general manager Ron 
Francis) said that they wanted a jersey players are proud to put on. 
There is a level of that in terms of the organization doing a great job in 
finding their identity and creating spaces that players are coming into.” 

Construction on the Kraken Training Center. 

Even before COVID-19 made people more space-conscious, the Kraken 
were already thinking about having comfortable rooms. Ohashi said the 
coaches’ war room is a large, open-plan room with a conference table in 
the middle plus desk space for the head coach, the two assistant 
coaches, the goaltending coach and the video coach — providing the 
functionality for each coach to have their own work area but also the 
capability for a collaborative environment. 

He said the head coach will still have their own office. That way, they can 
have a space to hold private conversations with players. 

And there will of course be TVs in the war room, but they “will be a little 
more modest,” said Ohashi, as the plan is for four TVs each between 50 
and 60 inches in size. 

“Not every team has a video room at the game rink,” he said. “But it is 
booming standard to have that open concept coaches room. Coaches 
want to be around one another during the games and intermissions. 
There was no reason to segment it so much. Intermissions are so short 
and you have such a short amount of time to make adjustments that with 
or without video, people would have to go into different offices and that 
would not be conducive to workflow.” 

Ohashi said he will be in the coaches’ room during games and have 
access to several different camera angles. That way, he can get a look at 
a play before deciding if it would be worth it to challenge a sequence. He 
will have an earpiece to the bench to communicate with one of the 
assistant coaches, and they will be able to radio back and forth during 
games. And if Ohashi is not doing that, then, he is cueing up video for 
coaches to look at on monitors beneath them on the benches. 

Both Francis and assistant general manager Ricky Olczyk were among 
those who laid the groundwork for how the facilities would look. But when 
they hired Ohashi last October, they wanted him to have the ability to 
make adjustments. Ohashi said nobody has any trouble listening to 
suggestions. There were times when they wondered if they could move a 
wall only to find out it was load-bearing. Even then? They’ve used that 
collective approach to find an alternative solution to the problem. 

“It’s rare to have a team with two state-of-the-art facilities, ” Ohashi said. 
“Vegas has that. Edmonton has everything (in) its main building with a 
practice sheet connected to the facility. But to have two buildings like this 
is a rarity. When I got this job, I tried to reach out to counterparts around 
the league and pick their brains. I talked to people with brand new rinks, 
practices facilities or both. I asked, ‘if you could have a blank check from 
ownership, what would you do different?’ or ‘What is something about 
your facility that you love?’ That has been a really informative process.” 

Gary Roberts is known as a Stanley Cup champion who later became the 
godfather of sports science within hockey. Nate Brookreson is an 
unknown in hockey but he developed a reputation for becoming a rather 
well-respected strength and conditioning coach throughout college 
athletics. Together, they have combined to lay the groundwork for how 
the Kraken train and what nutrition they receive. 

“I think for us, it is making these facilities a place that is really 
motivational,” Roberts said. “We want the players to want to be in there. 
Nate and I have worked hard at trying to design a facility at Climate 
Pledge and KTC that reflect players walking in and going, ‘I want to work 
out today.'” 
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Roberts said Climate Pledge Arena will have some workout equipment, 
but the training center will have more. It goes back to making sure there 
will be enough space for players to move during their pregame warmup. 
Roberts explained that most players arrive around three hours before 
puck drop. Once team meetings are done, they start warming up about 
90 minutes before the game. 

Everyone has a different warmup routine. Some players like being 
together in a group to kick around a soccer ball. Others prefer being on 
their own to do active stretches. Roberts said that process will last 
around 20 minutes before putting on their equipment. 

“There is going to be a lot of pregame prep and postgame lifts, and guys 
training during the game,” Brookreson said. “It’s not going to just be 
warmups and cool downs in here and we need some bands and some 
medicine balls. We need to have some equipment there. … It’s not like 
this is going to be an empty room with only a couple things in it. It’s still a 
world-class training facility. It’s more of a snippet of what we’re going to 
end up doing at the Kraken Training Center where more of the 
developmental process will take place.” 

Roberts somewhat joked that he could not divulge what specialized 
equipment the Kraken purchased because he did not want to give away 
their secrets. But he did say the Kraken purchased what they needed 
from known high-performance brands like Keiser, Sorinex and Woodway. 
For example, Keiser has outfitted several MLB, NBA, NFL and NHL 
clubs, according to its website. Meanwhile, every MLB, NBA, and NFL 
team along with international soccer clubs like Bayern Munich or Real 
Madrid are Woodway clients. 

What Roberts could share was that the workout area at the Kraken 
Training Center would be 5,500 square feet with around 40 or so yards of 
athletic turf that can be used for different exercises. More strength and 
conditioning coaches throughout hockey have begun implementing turf 
into their workouts to offer players a chance to get faster. 

“You get faster on the ground, there is a really good chance you’re going 
to get faster on the ice,” Roberts said. “We’ve seen it over the years and 
that is why we do a lot of turf work compared to maybe years ago where 
hockey players would just run long distance. Now we do much more 
change of direction, sleds and short-speed drills.” 

Brookreson added that the facility will also have every cardio machine, 
dumbbells and kettlebells. Roberts said both Climate Pledge and the 
Kraken Training Center will also have hydrotherapy options that can be 
used either for pregame warmup or postgame recovery. 

Brookreson and Roberts will also oversee the food that will be served to 
players. Roberts said that there is “a beautiful kitchen” that is currently 
under construction at the Kraken Training Center where players will have 
food on-site every day in addition to their game-day meals. 

“We’re spending a lot of time on the phone with our nutrition team and 
we’re starting to design meals,” Roberts said. “Nate, my good friend 
Nate, is going to start tasting some of the meals needed for the daily 
requirement of an NHL hockey player.” 

Yeah, you read that right. Poor Nate Brookreson will be paid to eat food 
for his job. 

“Here’s the thing with our food tasting,” Brookreson said. “If we want our 
nutrition to be the best in the NHL, that’s what’s required at this time. … 
Whatever the rules and responsibilities are, if that means I gotta go to the 
offices in Seattle and sit in a chair because someone wants to know if 
that chair is more comfortable, I’ll do it. If it means doing food tastings or 
meeting with different vendors, whatever is required, to me, I’ll enjoy it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Matthews laying claim to greatest goal-scoring season in 
Leafs history 

 

Chris Johnston@reporterchris 

May 7, 2021, 12:52 AM 

 

TORONTO — Auston Matthews was once described by former 
teammate Connor Carrick as a “violent offensive player.” 

And that was before the Toronto Maple Leafs sniper woke up every day 
of this pandemic-shortened season and chose to inflict the kind of 
violence that should be celebrated most in the sport. 

This is one of those rare times where the superlatives match the 
accomplishment: With 40 goals through 49 games played — with no one 
else in the NHL having scored more than 31 — Matthews can start laying 
claim to the greatest goal-scoring season in Maple Leafs history. 

Consider that you have to go back more than 25 years to find any player 
from any franchise that’s eclipsed his current mark of .82 goals per 
game, all the way back to Mario Lemieux’s 69 goals in 70 games during 
the 1995-96 season. 

Consider that even if Matthews doesn’t score again in the final three 
games of the season he’d still match Charlie Conacher’s franchise record 
of .77 goals per game from 1934-35. And betting on Matthews not to 
score at the moment is a quick way to get separated from your money. 

“It’s incredible. What he’s doing right now, what he’s on pace for, this 
doesn’t come around very often,” said teammate Joe Thornton. “What 
he’s doing is exceptional.” 

Matthews has cracked the holy trinity of scoring seasons in the NHL’s 
salary cap era, right up there in the neighbourhood of Alex Ovechkin’s 
2007-08 (65 goals in 82 games) and Steven Stamkos’s 2011-12 (60 
goals in 82 games). 

What those players accomplished across a full campaign should be 
placed ahead of Matthews in 2021, but they shouldn’t completely dim the 
lights on his brilliance. He’s had completely distinct runs of 19 goals in 19 
games and 18 goals in 18 games. 

And when he scored No. 40 late in Toronto’s 5-2 victory over the 
Montreal Canadiens on Thursday night, it gave him at least a goal in 61 
per cent of the games he’s played this year. 

“Incredible. He makes it look so easy. It’s unreal to watch,” said Leafs 
captain John Tavares. “At this level, in this league, it’s extremely hard to 
score, so to do it as often as he does — as consistent as he is and 
dominant he is — it’s extremely impressive.” 

This is a case of preparation meeting opportunity. 

Matthews arrived at training camp “on a mission,” in the words of Leafs 
coach Sheldon Keefe, and he’s been given the chance to play the 
majority of his 5-on-5 minutes alongside another world-class talent in 
Mitch Marner. 

Those two connected yet again on Thursday’s milestone marker, with 
Marner slithering through coverage in the offensive zone to create 
enough deception for Matthews to get off a shot that beat Jake Allen 
under the left pad. 

Remaining Time -0:51 

Matthews rips puck short side to score 40th goal of season 

It’s no coincidence that the Leafs are on the cusp of clinching just their 
third division title since 1962-63 — needing one more point or an 
Edmonton Oilers loss to secure it — while Matthews is in line to claim a 
rare piece of individual hardware for the organization. 
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It’s a foregone conclusion that he’ll take home the Rocket Richard Trophy 
as the NHL’s top goal-scorer. He’ll also garner Hart Trophy consideration 
in a year where everyone is competing for second place because of 
Connor McDavid’s preposterous assault on a 100-point season. 

“Him and McDavid are the top in the league,” Allen said of Matthews. 
“You can’t teach what he has.” 

What he has shown is that you can learn how to round out your game. 
He’s become a difference-maker in all areas of the ice, using his six-foot-
three frame to body opponents off pucks while also deploying a deft 
hand-eye to win them back with his stick. 

This was the third time Matthews hit the 40-goal plateau and it took 33 
fewer games than when he first accomplished the feat as a NHL rookie. 
There were no empty calories involved, either. Thirty of his goals came at 
even strength and none of them were scored into an empty net. 

“He’s not going to slow down,” said Keefe. “I have no doubts he’s just 
going to keep pushing himself and our team to just keep getting better 
here.” 

Matthews is completing his fifth NHL season at age 23, which tends to be 
right in the absolute productive prime for most offensive players. 

This will be a year to remember. He’s absolutely terrorized North Division 
goaltenders and scored goals at a rate never before seen by a player 
wearing blue and white. Tavares lauded his “incredible presence” while 
veteran newcomer Nick Foligno recently spoke of “this aura around him 
where you can tell he expects greatness out of himself.” 

He’s delivered it, too. 

“I can’t imagine the amount of pressure he has on his shoulders,” said 
Leafs goaltender Jack Campbell. “It’s funny you just don’t even think of it 
because he just doesn’t give you any (reason to). … Once the puck 
drops you know 34’s going to bring it and that’s what he does every 
single night for us.” 

Matthews is so ruthless that he’s basically good for a goal every game. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Koskinen continues to cement himself in Oilers infamy with 
latest debacle 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

May 7, 2021, 12:52 AM 

 

EDMONTON — What we respected the most about Mikko Koskinen, 
before he shattered his stick on the goal post after allowing the fourth 
goal on the fourth Vancouver Canucks shot of the game, was his 
measured approach. 

Koskinen sized up the moment like a guy addressing a tee shot, or 
getting ready to chop some wood. He addressed the post, setting his 
distance, taking a nice, wide stance — bend the knees slightly — and 
started chopping away. 

Measure once, swing twice. Then head to the showers. 

“I don’t know if I’ve ever seen the first four shots go in your net,” said 
Oilers head coach Dave Tippett, who has only been in hockey for a short 
time. 

“The first one was poor coverage (Jesse Puljujarvi). The second one was 
a poor turnover (Dmitry Kulikov). And the third and fourth ones were 

poor… Should have been saves from the goalie,” said Tippett, who was a 
coach of few words after a 6-3 loss to Vancouver. 

“Our whole team wasn’t very good to start. Top to bottom,” said captain 
Connor McDavid, who somehow managed another three-point night to 
pull to 96 points with four games to play. 

That is how Edmonton’s night began on Thursday, with a poor team 
effort and a goalie who could have played the game buck naked and not 
gone home with a bruise. 

It’s not an NHL record, allowing the first four shots in a game to pass. It 
happened to Minnesota North Stars goalie Don Beaupre back in 1989, 
and Dan Bouchard a decade before for the Atlanta Flames. 

See, it happens all the time. 

“After the third one I was going to let him battle. After the fourth one, we 
needed a change,” spat Tippett. “Some nights, it’s not your night.” 

Ah, the Three Metres of Koskinen. 

Ever since Peter Chiarelli signed him to that enormous three-year, $13.5-
million deal — convinced that if he did not, someone else would quickly 
snap the six-foot-seven Finn up at a similar price — poor Mikko has worn 
the pact like a yoke in this town. 

Nights like this one remind us of a GM who signed the worst contract of 
his tenure and was fired two days later. Sneaky Pete snuck the Koskinen 
contract past the goalie, like so many Canucks shots in the opening 
12:22 Thursday. 

Simply, Koskinen is a nice backup. He’s an NHL No. 2 who is paid like an 
NHL No. 1. 

And he has a thing about the first shot of the game. It goes in — a lot. 

He may be bought out this summer, or he may play out the final year of 
Chiarelli’s gift next season. Whatever happens, Koskinen will forever be 
a chapter in the Oilers' goaltending history book, a tablet that starts with 
guys like Grant Fuhr and Bill Ranford, but quickly moves on to men like 
Eldon “Pokey” Reddick and Ilya “Mr. Universe” Bryzgalov. 

There was a night in the old barn in Winnipeg when Jets defenceman 
Deron Quint scored two goals in four seconds on Edmonton goalie 
Joaquin Gage, an NHL record that still stands today. The second one 
was a simple dump-in off the centre-ice faceoff, but when Gage circled 
behind his net to play the puck it caromed off a station and into the 
yawning net. 

On another night, after Peter Ing suffered a loss that ended some rare 
streak of Oilers success in the 1990s, I recall a colleague who topped his 
copy with this: 

“Winning ends with Ing.” 

Ing had come to Edmonton from the Toronto Maple Leafs in a 
blockbuster deal that included Vincent Damphousse, Luke Richardson, 
Fuhr and Glenn Anderson. He would later be shipped to Detroit for a 
seventh-rounder and Chris Wickenheiser. 

Glen Sather should have asked for Hayley. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Yes, the Three Metres of Koskinen has some company among some of 
the beauties who have stood between the pipes over the many years 
here in Edmonton. 

They had Ronnie Low — “Low Tide” to his friends — and Don “Smokie” 
McLeod, the first goalie I ever saw ice a puck, back in the old World 
Hockey Association. 
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They had the wrong Dryden — Dave, not Ken — and the Oilers once 
dealt defenceman Bruce Bell to the North Stars for goalie Kari Takko, a 
deal famously known as the “Takko Bell trade.” 

A youngster trying out for the team one year regaled the media with a 
tale of being treed by a bear while hunting, a nifty bit of turnabout by the 
sneaky bruin. He was cut soon after, but in the end that goalie would 
become a Bruin himself. 

His name was Tim Thomas. 

The 80s Oilers scored mercilessly on Warren Skorodenski when he 
stood between the pipes for the Chicago Blackhawks — so much so that 
his nickname in these parts became Warren “Score-against-me.” Then 
Sather inexplicably acquired him. 

He had a 6.89 goals-against average and a save percentage of .720 as 
an Oiler. 

No kidding he did. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Tough outing vs. Maple Leafs 'a bump in the road' for 
Canadiens' Primeau 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

May 6, 2021, 11:51 PM 

 

This will be a short stumble over what’s probably going to be a long and 
successful career in the NHL for Cayden Primeau, but he’ll never forget 
getting shelled by the Toronto Maple Leafs on this night. 

You cherish the first time you start an NHL game and the first time you 
win one, and you lament the first time it gets away from you completely. 
Either way, you remember it all, because these are the events that help 
shape who you become. 

You hope there will be many more highs than lows by the time you’re 
slinging your pads over a hook for the last time. But if you wear them 
long enough, you’re going to experience plenty of both. 

Jake Allen knows, and the 30-year-old who’s started 318 NHL games 
and played several he’d like a mulligan on, felt it imperative to console 
the young protégé. 

“I just talked to him in the dressing room there, just me and him,” Allen 
said of Primeau, who allowed four goals on 15 shots through the first 
period and watched the rest of this 5-2 loss from the bench. 

“I said, look, it’s a bump in the road for him,” Allen continued. “I can tell 
how good of a goalie he is, how good of a kid he is. He’s going to be, 
once (Carey Price’s) legacy goes on, this guy’s going to be the guy here. 
You’ve got to fail to succeed in anything, that’s the way I look at it. You’ve 
got to fail to succeed in this league—especially as a goalie. It’s just a 
bump in the road for him. It’s unfortunate, I’m sure he’s going to take it 
hard like all young guys do, and I would’ve done the same thing, but he’s 
gotta move on and get back and be ready to go for us. We’re going to 
need him again.” 

Perhaps even before this season wraps, with three games remaining and 
Price still recovering from a concussion. 

It’s a good thing Primeau was shown some mercy in light of that. 
Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme said he had even considered 

pulling the kid out of the game earlier, but he didn’t want to send Allen in 
cold with Price already sidelined. 

“I just wanted (Primeau) to battle to the end of the first,” Ducharme said. 

The kid did as best as he could with the Canadiens deflated and 
lumbering around, and that’s also part of the process. It’s good that he’s 
here living it; the 199th overall pick in the 2017 NHL Draft who ascended 
faster than anyone expected and already owns a couple of wins over a 
handful of starts. And this experience—for as miserable as it was—will 
only put another log on the fire that already rages inside him. 

This was a tough spot to be in for the 21-year-old to begin with—on the 
second night of a back-to-back and just 24 hours after the Canadiens 
had a no-show in a 5-1 loss to the Ottawa Senators. The second 
youngest goaltender currently on an NHL active roster was going to have 
to be a difference maker against a Toronto team that hadn’t played since 
blowing a 2-1 lead and losing 3-2 in overtime on Monday at the Bell 
Centre, a Toronto team with the most prolific offence in the North 
Division. 

Primeau’s intentions were good, but execution eluded him. Especially on 
the game’s first shot, which came just 16 seconds in—a backhand that 
came wobbling off Alex Galchenyuk’s stick. He got his glove on Jake 
Muzzin’s point shot two minutes and seven seconds later, but, instead of 
catching the puck, deflected it to John Tavares for a tap in. 

Pierre Engvall took a bad-angle shot and scooped in his own rebound on 
the short side a little over halfway through the first period, and Mitch 
Marner deked Primeau out of his crease to add insult to injury with 3:39 
remaining in the frame. 

The two things that happened when it ended were things Primeau should 
also remember. First, Ducharme let him know he wasn’t going to expose 
him any further—even with Allen needing rest and another game looming 
on Saturday—and then his teammates all rallied around him as he stood 
shell-shocked outside Montreal’s room. 

The cameras behind the scenes at Scotiabank Arena caught them 
tapping his pads and telling him it wasn’t his fault. And after the game, 
they caught Primeau’s teammates repeating the same. 

“It’s our fault,” Ben Chiarot started. “We were flat in front of him, didn’t 
give him any help. Young goalie going in there, we have to be sharp—
especially early on to let him find his groove—and we didn’t do that. That 
was on us, not him.” 

Tomas Tatar sang that tune, as well. 

Then he referenced the schedule that’s seen the Canadiens play at least 
three more games than any other team in the North Division since Mar. 
30 and talked about having to go through the second half of a back-to-
back without several key players. 

It didn’t help matters when top centre Phillip Danault, who was on the 
wrong side of the first two goals against, left the game with an upper-
body injury that had apparently been nagging him a few days. 

The Canadiens had another chance to get themselves as close to locking 
in a playoff spot as possible, and it evaporated before five minutes had 
been played. 

“We spotted them a few goals,” said Chiarot. “It’s an uphill battle from 
there.” 

It looked like it was going to be an Everest climb without oxygen tanks. 
That the Canadiens managed to pull it together and get goals from Cole 
Caufield and Artturi Lehkonen to make this a game, and that they stayed 
in until Auston Matthews buried his 40th of the season with 4:19 
remaining, preserved some dignity. 

Primeau knows it might have played out differently if he had prevented 
that first wound. He knows he needed to stop the bleeding after that. It’s 
why when the cameras caught him in that hallway, you could see how 
disappointed he was. 
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He knows he got himself to the NHL ahead of schedule by routinely 
making saves on the type of shots that beat him early, and hopefully he 
knows he’ll continue on in this league making them more often than not. 

Of course, it doesn’t hurt that Allen was there to remind Primeau of that 
immediately. 

“I’ve learned a lot about myself as a person, as a goalie through my NHL 
hockey career, and I think that’s just what he’s going to do,” said Allen. “I 
said to him, he’s going to have other blips on the radar in the upcoming 
future, that’s just hockey. As a goalie, it’s just magnified more than a 
player… 

“Goalies always want to have every puck. I’m sure Cayden would’ve said 
he might want a couple of those back. But it’s a bump in the road, and 
he’s a good goalie and a great kid. That’s all I can say. He’s going to 
mature on his own, on his own terms, and the way he takes it is the way 
he takes it. I think he’s going to do the right thing (because) he’s got a 
great mindset.” 

The Canadiens will have to show some mental fortitude, as well. With 
three games remaining, they have to find something much better than 
what they showed over the last 24 hours, and not because the Calgary 
Flames and Vancouver Canucks are burning out bald tires behind 
them—the Canadiens could lose all three games in regulation and they’d 
still be the most likely team of the three to participate in the playoffs—but 
because it’s vital to take some good momentum forward. 

“We’re trying to build our game right now at the right time,” said Allen. 
“The playoffs, and worrying about clinching and all, that’s too much noise 
on the side. We’re worried about just trying to build our game and find 
ways to get better and we didn’t do that tonight.” 

The young goalie will recover and thrive in due time, and the other 
Canadiens players better do it immediately. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks all smiles after getting much-needed win vs. 
Oilers 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

May 7, 2021, 2:10 AM 

 

There was a strange sound coming from the Vancouver Canucks’ 
dressing room Thursday night. It was called music. 

And that weird feeling players had, that lightness in their chests that felt 
vaguely familiar? That was happiness. 

The saddest team in the National Hockey League, losers of six straight 
games and trudging through a schedule that could crush whatever 
players had left after surviving COVID-19 in April, was finally able to 
smile after beating the Edmonton Oilers 6-3 at Rogers Place. 

Man, did the Canucks need this. 

The team poured in four goals on its first four shots, chasing wonky 
Edmonton starter Mikko Koskinen at 12:22 of the first period before the 
goalie had the pleasure of making, you know, a save. 

The second Vancouver goal was scored by rookie defenceman Jack 
Rathbone, who was playing just his second NHL game and smiled as 
wide as Prairies after finding the back of the net. Veteran Travis Hamonic 
scored his first goal of the season and, with an assist and fight later on, 

completed the second Gordie Howe hat trick of his career 10 years after 
the first one. 

Remaining Time -1:55 

How Canucks found winning formula against Oilers 

Matthew Highmore’s assist on Jayce Hawryluk’s grounder finally gave 
him his first point as a Canuck, 10 games after Vancouver acquired the 
winger at the trade deadline. Minor-league callup Tyler Graovac banked 
a shot in off Koskinen’s reliever, Mike Smith, for his first NHL goal in 18 
months. And Canucks starter Thatcher Demko, hit harder than most by 
the team’s novel coronavirus outbreak, stopped Connor McDavid on a 
penalty shot for one of his 39 saves as he won for the first time since 
March 19. 

So, this is what fun feels like? 

“Just hear the music after the game, and just smile and just kind of enjoy 
it,” Hamonic, 30, told reporters after the Canucks’ first win in nearly two 
weeks. “We probably needed a win like this. As the season grinds along, 
it's never going to go necessarily the way you think or you want. But 
you've got to kind of slow things down and enjoy the wins when they 
come your way, and then reset tomorrow.” 

The victory comes far too late to help the Canucks in the North Division 
standings, but it should help their spirits immensely as they try to survive 
another eight games in 12 days, starting Saturday in Edmonton, where 
McDavid is four points shy of 100 in his extraordinary pandemic-
shortened season. 

“It's nice,” Demko said. “It's been a tough little stretch here, dealing with a 
handful of things. But our group hasn't made any excuses. We 
understand the situation we're in, and we want to keep winning as many 
games as we can. To come out and have the start that we did tonight 
was huge. Tonnes of guys contributing, Bonesie gets his first one, kind of 
gets the boys going.” 

Rathbone’s nickname arrived before he did. 

He befriended Canucks defenceman Quinn Hughes years ago. Both 
were born in 1999, and got to know each other through hockey. They 
played on a summer team together one year in Boston, long before each 
went off to college. Hughes invited Rathbone to live with him after the 
newer Canuck completed his quarantine following a callup last month 
from the American League. 

And Thursday, Rathbone displayed the offensive instincts that have 
helped Hughes become one of the best young defencemen in the game. 

The 21-year-old from Harvard and West Roxbury, Mass., followed up a 
Canucks rush, collected a loose puck in the slot and snapped a shot past 
Koskinen to make it 2-0 at 4:31. 

“It was kind of a gift with the puck laying there in a slot,” Rathbone said. 
“That's the dream, just to be able to walk down Main Street, and I was 
lucky enough it went in.” 

Rathbone went a year without playing before he recorded three assists in 
February in his pro hockey debut with the Utica Comets. Seven games 
and another six points later, Rathbone was promoted to the NHL. 

“It's definitely a huge jump,” he said. “The guys in the room have helped 
me a lot, especially the guys on the back end and the coaching staff, just 
in terms of making the jump as seamless as possible. There's definitely 
going to be a little bit of a learning curve (but) it's been good so far. Just 
try and come to the rink every day, and learn and grow.” 

It will be a little more fun the next time the Canucks go to the rink. 

After signing a one-year deal with the Canucks on the eve of the regular 
season, then breaking ribs in his fifth game and missing a month, 
Hamonic said he has enjoyed playing in Vancouver despite the many 
challenges of this unprecedented season. 
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“Obviously, we haven't had the success that we wanted this season,” 
Hamonic said. “But ... I feel very comfortable on a personal note. Things 
change and you try to help these young kids along the way. I think that 
the skill level of these guys coming in, it's pretty extraordinary. As much 
as you're trying to help them ... I think those guys kind of help an older 
player like me with some of their skill work as well. So, it's been fun. It's a 
really, really good group in here. We enjoy playing for each other and it's 
been frustrating to not have the results that we kind of felt we should 
have as a group. But we enjoy playing for each other, and I think that's a 
super important thing.” 

Hamonic’s mom, Lisa, spent her birthday evening watching Travis score 
his first goal, draw a second assist on Nils Hoglander’s opening-minute 
goal, and fight Alex Chiasson in the second period. 

“I know she doesn't like when I fight too much, but she'll be happy about 
the goal, for sure,” Hamonic said. “I clipped Alex with the hit and he 
wanted to go, and I certainly wasn't not going to stand up for myself. 
When you're retired and you're older and kids are looking through your 
stuff and see a stick or a puck or something from a Gordie, that's always 
kind of fun.” 

It's a nice feeling. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: The MVP Edition 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

May 6, 2021, 11:13 AM 

 

Unless you're really conflicted on a super-tight race, there probably isn't 
any more runway to change your opinion on who should win each of the 
major awards. With only a handful or less of games left across the 
league, the resumes have been built and the cases made. 

Who deserves the recognition in 2021? 

We believe the Hart Trophy has been sewn up for a while, with 
Edmonton's Connor McDavid the heavy favourite. He might get all the 
votes. He's certainly earned that kind of support - when the name Mario 
Lemieux comes up as a comparison to put your year of greatness in 
context, you're probably going to be the MVP. 

So in this week's Power Rankings we'll give a little love to the other 
MVPs in the league, and who is worthy of that distinction for each of the 
31 teams. As always, our rankings reflect how the teams are doing this 
season, with weight towards recent play. 

1. Vegas Golden Knights 

Mark Stone: Should be a Selke Trophy candidate, if not the leading 
choice. Stone is always worthy of consideration for the award, but the 
explosion he's gotten at the offensive end this season should give him a 
boost in the best "two-way forward" discussion. Stone has 59 points in 51 
games, which is just five away from the second-best, full-season total of 
his career. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Dougie Hamilton: Top six in league-wide defencemen scoring, top five in 
power play scoring among defencemen and an expected goals for 
percentage at 5-on-5 that tops all Carolina blue-liners. Is Hamilton on 
your Norris ballot? He's in the conversation again this year and his 
looming UFA status is a big contract for the team to get done. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Andrei Vasilevskiy: A .929 save percentage, 2.10 GAA, 31 wins and 
generally heavy workload (1,088 saves ranks second in the league) 
make Vasilevskiy the favourite for this year's Vezina, which would be his 
second in three years. 

4. Colorado Avalanche 

Nathan MacKinnon: It's clear who the answer is here. MacKinnon is third 
in league scoring, a one-man transition machine and nearly impossible to 
move off the puck. He's going to get some non-first-place votes on the 
Hart Trophy ballot this season at least. But, we should also mention that 
Philipp Grubauer should get a little light on him here because he truly is 
incredibly valuable to this team and without him they get a lot more 
shaky. He is 27-8-1 in the crease, while the rest of the goalies are 7-4-3 
with a sub-.900 save percentage. 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Sidney Crosby: Since the hiring of Brian Burke and Ron Hextall, the 
Penguins are the NHL's second-best team by points percentage and 
Crosby is second in league scoring with 51 points - just 15 behind 
Connor McDavid. Crosby celebrated his delayed 1,000th career game 
this season and is still in his prime at 33. He's proving why, as long as 
he's a Penguin, the team won't be choosing rebuild. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Auston Matthews: His goal scoring pace has been ridiculous. At 0.81 
goals per game, Matthews's pace equals Mario Lemieux's from 2000-01 
and the last time anyone scored more often was Lemieux again back in 
1995-96. He's played through a wrist injury and had to miss some time 
because of it as well, which cooled his early-season chase for 50 goals. 
Usually these numbers would be good enough for the Hart Trophy, but 
then Connor McDavid happened. 

7. Washington Capitals 

Nicklas Backstrom: Team leader in scoring at even strength and on the 
power play, Backstrom has been a leader and consistent producer 
playing in every game as the Capitals have overcome various obstacles 
this season. His underlying stats are strong as well, with the Caps getting 
53.47 per cent of the shots when he's on the ice, and 56.67 per cent of 
the goals. 

8. Edmonton Oilers 

Connor McDavid: He's the MVP of the whole league. Full stop. What 
McDavid is doing in his push for 100 points in a 56-game season is 
nothing short of spectacular and a real throw back to the pre-Dead Puck 
era days when Mario Lemieux and Jaromir Jagr were dominating. 
Remember when he went three games in a row without a point against 
Toronto? McDavid has 53 points in the 26 games since (including three 
points in two games versus the Leafs). That's 2.03 points per game, 
which is far better than the already ridiculous 1.6 rate he was scoring at 
before that minor slump. He only gets better. 

9. Florida Panthers 

Aleksander Barkov: He's going to be in the Selke conversation again and 
his reputation is that of one of the game's top two-way forwards. He's 
been Florida's best offensive player this season, too, running with the top 
points per game mark on the team and leading the Panthers in 5-on-5 
goals scored. Among all NHL forwards who've played at least 500 
minutes at 5-on-5 this season, Barkov's 59.44 CF% ranks ninth and his 
61.34 expected goals for percentage sixth. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Kirill Kaprizov: The 1A or 1B rookie of the year depending how you view 
it, Kaprizov has been the focal point of the Wild since his much-
anticipated electric debut when he scored the overtime winner. Even in 
the shortened season, Kaprizov has the eigth-most goals of any rookie 
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from the past five years and with three games still left he has a bit more 
runway to inch higher. 

11. Boston Bruins 

Brad Marchand: While Tom Wilson has been such a huge topic this 
week, Marchand is a perfect example of a reformed player who still plays 
with edge, but has cut out the suspendible nonsense from his game while 
elevating his offensive upside. Marchand leads the Bruins in scoring by 
six goals and 17 points over linemate Patrice Bergeron, who we'd 
consider "MVP B." Lost in the numbers of a shortened season is that 
Marchand's 1.26 points per game pace is the same he had two years ago 
when he hit 100 points. 

12. St. Louis Blues 

Ryan O'Reilly: No surprise here. The best defensive forward on the team 
is also leading the Blues in scoring, with a shot at the first point-per-game 
season of his career. The Blues' 8-3-2 run to get them into the playoffs 
has also been led by O'Reilly, who has scored 10 times with two game-
winners in that stretch. 

13. New York Islanders 

Mathew Barzal: On a team that's all about the collective over the 
individual, it can be hard to stick out, but let's not overthink this. Barzal is 
the team leader in even-strength goals and points, shots, and primary 
assists at 5-on-5. He's their engine. While a very good case could be 
made for Anders Lee as the MVP considering the nosedive the team has 
taken without him, 27 games played is just not enough. 

14. Nashville Predators 

Juuse Saros: You can pinpoint the moment when the Predators went 
from a potential "burn it all down" team to one that might just push on into 
next season without any significant overhaul. When Juuse Saros 
returned from injury on March 18, Nashville was sixth in the Central and 
six points out of the playoffs. Pekka Rinne started all seven games Saros 
missed and lost five of them. Saros himself had only been "OK" to that 
point in the season. But a 40-save 2-1 win against Florida in his return 
was the start of a wild run. Saros has played in 21 of 24 games since, 
winning 15 of them, and Nashville has had the league's fourth-highest 
points percentage during it all. He's got an outside chance at the Vezina 
Trophy now. 

15. Dallas Stars 

Jason Robertson: With a nod to point-per-game player Roope Hintz, 
Robertson has been too good for too long and his additional offence has 
really helped the Stars stay in the race. The rookie has 12 more even-
strength points than the next-highest scoring Star and his mark is tied for 
17th overall in the league. Pretty good for a guy who didn't get a 
permanent spot in the lineup until February, or raised to a prominent 
position in the lineup until March. 

16. Ottawa Senators 

Brady Tkachuk: Stay tuned to Sportsnet.ca on Friday when Wayne 
Scanlan presents his team awards for the Senators and may outline why 
I'm wrong, but Tkachuk is the choice here. He's the team leader in 
scoring and spirit, giving the Sens an edge along with upside very similar 
to what his broth Matthew does in Calgary. It's that fight that has defined 
the scrappy Sens this season. Ottawa has been a top 15 team since Feb. 
21 and Tkachuk has been a leader throughout. 

17. Montreal Canadiens 

Jeff Petry: How much Norris consideration will he get? Petry has been 
Montreal's best and most consistent defenceman all season and he's 
equalled his offensive output from last season in 20 fewer games. He 
might yet set a career-best for goals and points. He has the best 
expected goals for percentage at 5-on-5 among Canadiens defencemen, 
and ranks among the league leaders at his position in that stat. 

18. New York Rangers 

Artemi Panarin: Despite missing time when he stepped away from the 
team after assault allegations surfaced, Panarin still has a 10-point lead 
on the rest of the Rangers. He's their primary assist leader and Panarin's 
main strength is that he raises the performances of his linemates. The 
Rangers have a lot of promise in the years ahead and Panarin could help 
lead them to something special... as long as the off-ice drama doesn't 
start to interfere. 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Nikolaj Ehlers: The struggling Jets finally ended their losing streak 
Sunday, but boy, could they use Ehlers down the stretch. His 21 goals 
and 46 points in 47 games was the best pace of his career. Ehlers's shot 
and goal differentials at 5-on-5 remain the best on the team. For the Jets 
to reach their full potential in the playoffs, they'll need Ehlers the game 
breaker back. 

20. Philadelphia Flyers 

Sean Couturier: Yeesh. Picking an MVP on a team that has disappointed 
as deeply as the Flyers have - after a strong start no less - is no easy 
thing. At least in Couturier his defensive play has been consistent, the 
Flyers control the 5-on-5 play rather well when he's on the ice, and his 
offensive production is among the best on the team. He plays all 
situations, is their best faceoff player and that well-roundedness makes 
him the default MVP in a frustrating season. 

21. Chicago Blackhawks 

Patrick Kane: While Kevin Lankinen deservedly got all the kudos for over 
half of the season, his numbers have been in decline over a month now 
and the guy we all knew was the MVP has stayed constant. Kane is 
fourth in league scoring with 64 points in 53 games. Kane has gone 
pointless in consecutive games three different times this season, but 
hasn't been shut out for a third in a row yet. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Tomas Hertl: Not a lot of "great" in another playoff miss. Hertl has been 
the best of the bunch, with 19 goals and 41 points in 47 games to 
surpass last season's totals. He may yet finish with the second-most 
points of his career regardless of the shortened season. Hertl's on-ice 
goals for percentage at 5-on-5 is the best on the team and he's second to 
Evander Kane in primary assists. 

23. Los Angeles Kings 

Drew Doughty: Seeing himself get left off the 2022 Canadian Olympic 
roster projections fuelled Doughty to a very solid season on the 
rebuilding Kings. Second on the team in scoring, Doughty's 0.73 points 
per game is one of the best marks he's ever had and the 18 power play 
points he's posted is tied for fifth-most among all defencemen. When he's 
on the ice at 5-on-5 the Kings have outshot and outscored their 
opponents, which can only be said for two other players (Anze Kopitar 
and Dustin Brown). 

24. Calgary Flames 

Elias Lindholm: Would probably qualify for Calgary's most underrated 
player, too. Lindholm leads the team in scoring and all forwards in ice 
time, playing major minutes on both special teams units. Honourable 
mention to both Andrew Mangiapane who has great underlying numbers 
and leads the team in primary assists at 5-on-5, and Jacob Markstrom 
who started hot, cooled, and has found his footing again. 

25. Arizona Coyotes 

Jakob Chychrun: An important breakout season for the 23-year-old 
blueliner was more than just a nice step forward for Chychrun. He leads 
the team in ice time, shots, points and is one off Phil Kessel's team-
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leading 18 goals. Chychrun has been great at both ends, also leading the 
team in blocked shots, and a plus-six 5-on-5 goal differential. 

26. Vancouver Canucks 

Thatcher Demko: In a challenging season for the Canucks it was 
certainly a relief to see Demko regain his footing and find his playoff 
version at times this season. They took a bit of a risk diving into Demko 
as their future No. 1 and it's paying off so far. He's been off his game 
since the team returned from its COVID-19 outbreak, but that can't be 
held against him. Prior to that Demko was among the league leaders in 
goals saved above average. 

27. Buffalo Sabres 

Sam Reinhart: We've seen two versions of the Sabres this season - the 
team that was 6-18-4 under Ralph Krueger and the one that's been a 
slightly improved 9-14-3 since. Reinhart has been one of the few 
constants through it all, leading the team in scoring on both sides of that 
measure. Reinhart and Jeff Skinner are the only two players who've been 
with the Sabres all season to have a 5-on-5 expected goals for 
percentage over 50. 

28. New Jersey Devils 

Jack Hughes: The truly most valuable to the Devils for many reasons, 
Hughes has improved on his rookie year, surpassing last season's point 
total by a whopping 10 in eight fewer games. He may be sheltered with 
offensive zone starts, but he's made the most of it. Hughes makes those 
who play with him better and has been integral in Yegor Sharangovich's 
16-goal rookie season, another nice story out of New Jersey. 

29. Detroit Red Wings 

Jonathan Bernier: Its gotta be hard to be the goalie of the team designed 
to finish near the bottom of the league. So credit to Bernier, who's found 
a way to register a .914 save percentage which is his best mark in four 
years. 

30. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Elvis Merzlikins: A lot of underwhelming seasons here with few bright 
spots, but when Merzlikins has started the Blue Jackets have at least 
been able to (mostly) know what they were going to get. By goals saved 
above average, Merzlikins ranks 16th in the league, while battery mate 
Joonas Korpisalo ranks 66th. Merzlikins' .916 save percentage is 15th in 
the league among all goalies with at least 20 games played. Even as the 
Blue Jackets have struggled down the stretch his save rate remains over 
.910 during the past month and a half. Frustration is understandably 
setting in and Merzlikins recently said he just wanted the season to end 
and for it to be deleted, but he's had a generally good one considering 
the circumstances. 

31. Anaheim Ducks 

Cam Fowler: Hat tip to Maxime Comtois who is going to lead the team in 
scoring, but we'll give the MVP nod to Fowler here. Not a lot of great 
performances to write home about on this team, so that Fowler (or any 
Duck) ranks inside the top 32 of an offensive statistic is notable for the 
league's second-lowest scoring team. Fowler's 18 even strength points 
equal Quinn Hughes and Roman Josi. He's played in all situations, 
averages 21:40 of ice per game, and he's the only regular Ducks blue-
liner who's got a positive 5-on-5 goal differential. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bizarre, dramatic Rangers season peaks with day of 
firings and fights 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

May 6, 2021, 8:33 AM 

 

Let's take a moment for a deep breath and a long exhale... 

The last couple of days have been pretty bonkers around the New York 
Rangers, huh? The week started straightforward enough, with the last 
few games of a regular season that set the Rangers up to take a lot of 
positives into the summer. They hung around a playoff race against four 
of the top 11 teams in the league from last season into the final six days 
of this one. The rebuild was ahead of schedule and with some cap space 
to work with, they're in a position to, perhaps, take it a little further and 
get into the post-season in 2022. 

That last one may still come to fruition. 

Then one controversy immediately followed another in the span of three 
days, adding up to one of the more confounding chapters of the 2020-21 
season. Tom Wilson lit the fuse, but the Rangers set off the fireworks. 

There was the complaint through social media, of course, with a team 
outrageously (and to some, courageously), calling for the head of player 
safety's job after George Parros declined to suspend Wilson for 
Monday's antics. The next afternoon the Rangers fired their team 
president and general manager, a tandem that has only found 
improvement and built a promising roster, apparently for totally unrelated 
and on-ice reasons. Nothing to see here, just an impulsive owner who 
didn't agree with the plan anymore. 

The timing was curious, though, and the reasoning questionable. Since 
issuing a letter to its fans that declared a rebuild in 2018, New York has 
improved year over year and has an exciting core mixed with youth and 
stars. Perhaps the decision to fire John Davidson and Jeff Gorton had 
nothing to do with the Parros message, but it's hard to believe the Wilson 
incident played no role at all. 

"They are both great hockey professionals who worked hard for the 
Rangers," James Dolan, executive chairman of MSG Sports, said in a 
press release, adding this notable nugget: "however, in order for the 
team to succeed in the manner our fans deserve, there needs to be a 
change in leadership." 

Is it that the fans deserve an accelerated rebuild? Or was a perceived 
"lack of toughness" that was magnified Monday night a factor in this? 

In the time between the news of the firings breaking and the official team 
announcement, there was much speculation over who would take over 
and what the direction would be. In that window, former Ranger Mark 
Messier hopped on ESPN NY Radio and talked about his vision on how a 
successful team plays. 

“In my opinion, if you’re going to win, you got to be able to win in the 
street and the alley,” he said. “I particularly would not have built the team 
that didn’t have answers in this regard.” 

Asked if he'd like to be part of the front office team: "I've made it very 
clear that I've been standing by ready to help out in any way for many 
years. I don't really know what else to say." 

Associate GM Chris Drury was named both president and GM of the 
club. 

Hours later the Rangers stepped into a rematch against the Capitals with 
revenge on the mind, starting the game with a line brawl and a league 
record six fights in the first five minutes. Sixty-nine total penalty minutes 
followed the rest of the way, which by the way, overshadowed an 
emotional TJ Oshie hat trick scored in the first game since his father 
passed away. It was a 4-2 Capitals win. 

All of it absolutely wild — but just the latest in a season-long drama. 

Before this young team even got out of the first month it had its Tony 
DeAngelo moment, when the controversial player with a problematic 
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behavioural history had a physical altercation with Alexandar Georgiev 
immediately after stepping off the ice from an OT loss. That was 
DeAngelo's last game with the team. He was sent home and the plan 
was to buy him out this summer. 

In late February, after a 6-7-3 start, the Rangers lost their best player for 
a time when Artemi Panarin took a leave of absence following assault 
allegations in Russia stemming from a 2011 incident. Panarin denied 
them and the team backed him, calling the uncorroborated report an 
intimidation tactic for his outspoken political views against Vladimir Putin. 
Panarin returned nearly a month later. 

In an 82-game season this would be a roller-coaster ride of events — in a 
four-month, 56-game sprint that is a heck of a lot for a developing team 
to grapple. 

"I jokingly said to Alexis (Lafrenière) he’s seen more drama and just 
generally wild, unorthodox things happening in the first two months of the 
season than I’ve experienced over the last decade or so," Chris Kreider 
told ESPN's Emily Kaplan three months ago. 

When Kreider made those comments there were already plenty of on-ice 
storylines to untangle. The Rangers were sixth in the division, closer to 
New Jersey and Buffalo than anyone else. First-overall pick Lafreniere 
had two goals (and no assists) in 16 games, while 2020 second-overall 
pick Kaapo Kakko was following his largely underwhelming rookie 
campaign with three points in 14 games. Mika Zibanejad, fresh off his 
career-best season, started with just four points in 16 games. 

They came back from all of that, but this week, out of nowhere, were hit 
with their roughest turbulence yet. 

"We're all surprised. I certainly was and talking to the players they 
certainly were as well," said head coach David Quinn, whose own job is 
now in question. "We all felt good about what we've done up to this 
point." 

Added Ryan Strome: "It's obviously a crazy day. You add in the anxiety 
or anticipation all day from our group and then waking up from a pre-
game nap with the whole set of news, I think it's never easy. I think pro 
sports is a tough business." 

So what started as a Tom Wilson hate-fest and a Capitals or league story 
has now unexpectedly bloomed into the latest episode of the Rangers' 
2021 soap opera. These effects will linger and now, as promising as this 
team showed in the back half of the season, there are far more questions 
about what the direction is than there needed to be. They seem so close 
to a break out, but if adding a physical element becomes a priority you 
wonder if that'll help anything, or get in the way of progress. It really could 
go either way. That's in Drury's hands now. 

Take a breath and hold on. In this absolutely bonkers Rangers season, 
the next sharp turn could come at any moment. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets look to put emotional skid behind after earning playoff 
spot 

 

ken-wiebe headshotKen Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

May 6, 2021, 10:34 AM 

 

WINNIPEG — That distinct sound you heard was the collective sigh of 
relief emanating from the Winnipeg Jets dressing room. 

The toll of a seven-game losing skid had been on display for all to see 
and the full range of emotions -- frustration, anger and disbelief -- had 
finally given away to sheer joy by the time the final buzzer had sounded 
and the Jets had secured a tidy 4-0 victory over the Calgary Flames on 
Wednesday. 

With four games left in the regular season, the Jets took an important 
step in the process of putting this turbulent stretch behind them -- and 
punched their ticket to the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

“All you’re looking for when you start the season is an opportunity,” said 
Jets captain Blake Wheeler, who scored twice and collected his 800th 
NHL point. “Anything can happen now. It was nice for everyone to get a 
result. I think our game has been way better the last few games and it 
was really important for our team to get rewarded.” 

Qualifying for the post-season in the North Division is an 
accomplishment, but this edition of the Jets is going to be judged on what 
they do once they get there. Although this group was considered by most 
observers as a bubble team going into the campaign, this is merely the 
first step toward the Jets' ultimate goal. 

“The goal at the start of the year is playoffs. It's nice to have that behind 
us,” said centre Adam Lowry, who scored twice and became the seventh 
forward on the roster to hit double digits in goals. “It was a long couple of 
weeks. There were some frustrating moments. But the last couple of 
games we've played a lot better and we're looking to build off that.” 

A single victory against a non-playoff team -- as impressive as it was -- is 
not a magic elixir. It doesn’t erase the entirety of this taxing losing streak. 

But it was a necessary first step. 

Think of it as a building block for a team that’s suddenly taken a two-point 
lead over the Montreal Canadiens in the chase for third place. 

“You get wrapped up in the moment sometimes, and when you have the 
stretch that we've just had, you lose sight of your starting point,” said Jets 
head coach Paul Maurice, who collected his 300th win with the Jets in his 
568th game. “We had a lot of things that we had to get right to get into 
the playoffs. We got off to a real good start and maintained that, and of 
course it's well-documented what we just went through. 

“But now you can take a step back and look at the bigger picture of the 
start to where we are now, and get to make the playoffs in a really 
difficult season for all teams. So we'll get to enjoy that for a day.” 

The grand prize at the end of that competition is a date with either the 
Edmonton Oilers or Toronto Maple Leafs. 

It’s a pick-your-poison type of scenario, but it beats the alternative. 

“Well, it's huge. And I think if you draw up a perfect game, this is pretty 
dang close to it. Every single guy chipped in in that room,” said Connor 
Hellebuyck, who made 32 saves as he recorded his third shutout of the 
season. “And we knew it was going to happen, but to come out and play 
like this, it was just another notch -- another level that we have. It's really 
exciting and I'm really looking forward to seeing where we go from here. 

“You know, it's weird because I'm not over here thinking, ‘Oh, we just 
broke our streak.’ I'm over here thinking, ‘We played a heck of a game’ 
and I'm looking forward here. I have no weight at all about what had just 
happened. It's almost like I cut the cord and it's a whole new season 
now." 

While the four goals scored by the Jets were a welcome development for 
a team that was limited to 10 goals in the previous seven games, the 
rock-solid work of Hellebuyck was a critical piece. 

Hellebuyck wasn’t overworked, but he was dialled in -- looking exactly 
like the difference-maker he’ll need to be when that whole new season 
begins later this month. 

The recent run of improved play at five-on-five was bolstered by 
improved special teams, as the Jets snapped a 0-for-20 drought on the 
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power play and added a short-handed goal for good measure to win the 
special-teams battle 2-0. 

Another important development in Wednesday's game was the 
unassuming and effective play of Jets defenceman Ville Heinola. 

Playing his third NHL game of the season, Heinola showcased the things 
he needs to do to remain in consideration in this open competition for the 
sixth defenceman job he finds himself in with fellow rookie Logan Stanley 
and the more experienced Jordie Benn. 

Heinola finished with just under 14 minutes of ice time, skating mostly 
alongside Dylan DeMelo. 

His zone exits were crisp and clean, which is an obvious area where he 
can make an impact. 

Heinola did a good job creating leverage while defending and was 
aggressive in his reads, though he was not careless or reckless. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

It might be too early to suggest Heinola did enough to get a leg up in the 
chase for a spot in the Game 1 lineup, but he’s back in consideration at a 
time when many folks thought he’d already slipped to afterthought -- or 
use only in case of emergency status. 

“A puck-moving defenceman doesn’t need to move it 50 times a game to 
be a puck-moving defenceman. It’s about one a period that will take you 
from being a bottom third team to a top third team in terms of your exits 
and your breakouts. He did that. I liked that an awful lot,” said Maurice. 
“What was really good about Ville’s game was his gap in the offensive 
zone. The confidence and picking the right time to gap hard. What that 
tells you is he’s a player that understands his own size, what he has to 
do to play against bigger men -- pre-gap -- get in there early, pick the 
right time to do it. There were a lot of really small things about Ville’s 
game that were nice. 

“He’s certainly earned another look. He played well enough to get back in 
for sure.” 

The byproduct was that Maurice was able to run Josh Morrissey and 
Neal Pionk together on the top pairing. 

Morrissey’s had a revolving door of defence partners this season and the 
comfort level with Pionk is immediately evident. 

Does that combination leave the Jets a bit top heavy? 

No doubt, but it’s the best option Maurice has at his disposal right now. 

“There was never really a concern we wouldn’t like that and we do like it 
an awful lot and why wouldn’t you?” said Maurice. “The question is what 
does it leave?” 

In the short term, it leaves the Jets with Tucker Poolman and Derek 
Forbort, two players with size that are also working to form a successful 
partnership. 

If they can find a way to be effective, the experiment with Morrissey and 
Pionk figures to continue. 

The Jets are back in action on Saturday in the 10th and final meeting 
against the surging Ottawa Senators. 

It also represents the next opportunity for the Jets to take another step 
toward trying to find the level that the Oilers and Maple Leafs are already 
playing at. 

“We’ve only given up (three) even-strength goals the last four games 
now, so defensively we’re playing right and sometimes it’s hard to keep 
preaching that to a team that likes to score goals,” said Wheeler. “Those 
defensive efforts turned into some offensive chances. It’s just hard to 
keep preaching the same things, to be responsible defensively and be 
patient with your game… when you’re not getting rewarded on the other 

end. What made our team so good in 2018-19 was we were the best at 
that. Obviously, we had a ton of firepower and we’d get out to leads and 
then we were able to sit back and force teams to make mistakes and we 
were just so good defensively that then we would convert that into 
offensive chances and score goals. 

“It reminded me a lot of my days in Boston early on. That’s playoff 
hockey. What it comes down to is the team that’s more patient in their 
structure and more set on that, ultimately the other team’s going to break 
and open up and make some mistakes and that’s where you take 
advantage.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Looking to keep momentum rolling, Oilers won't rest stars 
before playoffs 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

May 6, 2021, 3:25 PM 

 

EDMONTON — It’s another experimental night for Dave Tippett and his 
Edmonton Oilers, as he goes with the backup goalie, a new third line and 
gives taxi squad veteran Patrick Russell a game on right wing. 

This is the luxury of having clinched a playoff berth with six games left on 
the schedule. Beginning Saturday however, we should start to see the 
Oilers playoff lineup for the final four games. 

“As we go on here, you’ll see less fluctuation in the lineup after tonight’s 
game,” confirmed Tippett, who has no plans to sit Connor McDavid, Leon 
Draisaitl or Darnell Nurse no matter how locked into second place in the 
North the Oilers are. 

“(McDavid) wants to play, and wants to make sure his game is ready for 
the playoffs. We won’t overtax him, but we won’t abnormally hold him out 
or keep his minutes down either,” Tippett said. “There are parts of the 
game that he wants to work on, and there are parts of the game our team 
needs to work on. He’ll play accordingly.” 

It’s not the ‘80s anymore, where you might give a couple of guys a night 
off and send them out on the town to blow off a little steam the night 
before. 

“The days of resting guys (are past). Guys don’t want days off. They want 
to keep playing,” Tippett said. “You have to keep your team engaged and 
playing. I’m not a big fan of resting guys. If you think you’re just going to 
pick it up again in the playoffs, that’s not the way it works. 

“You’ve got to keep pushing ahead, and every day you work on your 
game so when you go into the playoffs you feel good about your game. 
We’re not going to sit here and rest guys, allow our team to go flat, and 
then try and pick it up again.” 

This is a team with something to prove in the playoffs after falling flat in 
the bubble last August. There’s no comparing the two, said defenceman 
Adam Larsson. 

“I think this year is completely different. You have the whole regular 
season behind you, you’re not coming off a three-month break. You can 
just continue with the good things you’ve done all year, with no break,” 
said Larsson, who has really found his game this season. “The will, the 
belief… It’s such a unique group. The sky’s the limit, but I also know that 
the page turns in the playoffs. It’s time to go to work.” 
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Zack Kassian (lower body) is back skating, and could find a game before 
the regular season is out. Defenceman Kris Russell (lower body) will 
begin skating on Friday. 

Across the way, Travis Green has a depleted lineup with very little to play 
for in the standings. That doesn’t mean he has zero expectations, 
however. 

“The expectations are high. No matter what,” Green said. “We want guys 
who love winning. Our compete level, our work ethic… We want guys to 
pay attention to detail. We’ve been playing a lot of games, and physically 
our guys might be a little tired some nights. But you can still win when 
you’re tired. 

“We want guys who are mentally sharp, and part of that is being excited 
to play,” he continued. “We’ve got a lot of guys in that room who have a 
lot to play for, as far as the future. Our leaders and our vets, they 
understand that they’ve got to set an example as well.” 

“We’ve just got to stay positive and try and get a win tonight.” 

The only drama left around this team is if McDavid can get to 100 points 
in this 56-game season. He enters game No. 52 tonight with 93 points. 
He has 31 goals and 62 assists, and McDavid has more helpers this 
season than 883 of the 890 NHLers who have played a game have 
points. 

It’s the best season anyone has had since Mario Lemieux and Jaromir 
Jagr went off in 1995-96, a quarter century ago now. 

“He’s really good, I don’t need to tell you (media) guys that,” said 
Canucks defenceman Quinn Hughes. “He’s so fast, but at the same time 
his hand speed can keep up with that. And his brain too. 

“He’s going to do his thing tonight, and we’ve just got to try and contain 
that.” 

The 100-point plateau has become a thing that McDavid does not wax on 
poetically about. His teammates do more of the talking when it comes to 
a race that has taken on an air of inevitability, with McDavid having 
registered two or more points in eight of his last nine games. 

“We would like to help him as much as we can. It would be cool for him to 
reach 100 points in a season like this. We’ll try to help him out here,” said 
Larsson. “We would like to get our game in place. We have a strong 
group with a big belief system. If he just keeps playing like he is I’m pretty 
confident he’ll get it.” 

“As a person as a player he’s more worried about helping us, helping the 
team win,” added penalty killer Josh Archibald. “The points just come 
along with that. 

“He’s looking at the big picture, and we are too.” 
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Matthews elevates game as regular season winds down 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs held an optional skate at Scotiabank Arena on 
Thursday. 

Joe Thornton has seen a lot in his 23 NHL seasons, so he understands 
better than most just how special a year Auston Matthews is having.  

"It's incredible," Thornton gushed. "What he's doing right now, what he's 
on pace for, this doesn't come around very often. What he’s doing is 
exceptional."  

Matthews has 39 goals, which is eight more than Edmonton's Connor 
McDavid, his closest pursuer. Over the past 30 years, only two players 
had a nine-or-more goal lead at the time of his 40th goal: Alex Ovechkin 
in 2013-14 and Jaromir Jagr in 1996-97.  

"I just think he's turned a switch on," Thornton said. "He's always had it in 
him, [it’s] just getting a couple more years under your belt. Every time he 
goes to play a game he expects to score and that's a good feeling to 
have. He's a confident guy and he's playing extremely well." 

The 23-year-old centre seems to be elevating his game as the season 
winds down. He's scored 18 goals in his last 18 games.  

"It's a sign," said defenceman Travis Dermott. "I mean, when your good 
guys are playing well, it makes everyone want to play better ... everyone 
just kind of wants to join in on that bandwagon and help in any way they 
can." 

With only four regular-season games remaining and Toronto owning a 
comfortable six-point lead atop the North Division, Matthews' pursuit of a 
first career Rocket Richard Trophy has become a rallying point for the 
Leafs.  

"When he scores, you can just sense the reaction on the bench that 
they're excited for him," said head coach Sheldon Keefe. "Not just 
because of what it means to our team and what it means to each 
particular game, but they know he's pursuing something and on the verge 
of something great. That's a factor for sure, but it's all unspoken." 

'This doesn't come around very often’: Leafs jump on Matthews 
bandwagon 

With Auston Matthews eight goals up on Connor McDavid in the race for 
the Rocket Richard trophy and on a nearly 67-goal pace over 82 games, 
his teammates spoke about the Leafs' star centre and just how special 
his goal scoring prowess is for the team. 

With Nick Foligno sidelined with an upper-body injury, Thornton will get 
another look on Toronto's top line with Matthews and Mitch Marner. The 
41-year-old forward has been coming on of late while playing mostly in a 
fourth-line role.  

"I feel like I'm a chameleon," Thornton said. "I feel like I could play 
anywhere in the lineup. I feel real comfortable at left wing now. Obviously 
tonight I'm going to be playing with Auston and Mitchy, so it's a great 
opportunity for me. I feel good with where my game is at, it's trending in 
the right direction. So, put me anywhere." 

Thornton has recorded a point in six straight games. If he gets on the 
scoresheet again tonight he will become the fourth NHL player aged 41 
or older to record a seven-game point streak adding his name to an elite 
list that features Teemu Selanne, Igor Larionov and Jagr. It would also be 
Thornton's longest streak since the 2015-16 season.  

Leafs Ice Chips: 'Chameleon' Thornton gets another chance with 
Matthews-Marner 

Nick Foligno will not be in the lineup when the Leafs take on the 
Canadiens on Thursday so veteran Joe Thornton will get another look 
alongside Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner. Thornton spoke about his 
comfort level playing up and down the lineup, as well as his chat with 
assistant coach Manny Malholtra at practice. Head coach Sheldon Keefe 
also addressed whether or not he's concerned about the state of the 
power play. 

The Leafs power play missed out on three chances Monday in Montreal.  

"I didn't love how much we generated and got to the net last game," 
Keefe observed, "but a lot of things in our process, especially our 
breakouts and entries, were probably as good as they've been maybe all 
season." 
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Toronto has converted on just five of 65 chances over the past 28 games 
dating back to March 4, but Keefe likes how the stacked top unit featuring 
Matthews, Marner, John Tavares and William Nylander has fared during 
the last five games.  

"I've seen a lot of positive progression since we put the one unit 
together," Keefe said. "We found ways to score or generate a lot of 
chances and momentum for our team. We need that to continue though, 
obviously, and it needs to be more dangerous. It needs to be a threat ... It 
certainly is on our radar, but I believe in the group and believe in the 
process that they've put together here recently. Of course, early on in the 
season, it was as good as any power play in the league." 

During the past 15 games, the Leafs have gotten two or fewer power-
play chances nine times. 

"One of our greatest challenges with our power play has been earning 
opportunities," Keefe acknowledged. "That I'm a little bit concerned about 
and want to find ways to generate more. We got that last game, had two 
of them pretty much back-to-back, which wasn't ideal given that we were 
probably a little bit more tired than you'd like to be for the second one. I 
considered calling a timeout in that situation and, looking back, probably 
should have." 

The Leafs rank 25th in power-play opportunities this season.  

Rasmus Sandin continues to impress the Maple Leafs coaching staff, so 
much so that the young d-man once again practiced on the top power 
play unit at practice. Leafs captain John Tavares praised Sandin's poise 
and ability to walk the line, while Sandin says he's just trying to play the 
way he always has. 

With Frederik Andersen returning to game action on Thursday in the 
American Hockey League, Keefe was asked who his Game 1 starter will 
be in the playoffs.  

"I don't have to make that decision here today," Keefe noted. "I don't 
have all the information. I'm not going to make it or make any statement 
on it other than to say that Fred's making his way back and Jack 
Campbell has been playing extremely well. His confidence is growing 
and our team's confidence in him is growing. I hope to have to make a 
difficult decision when the time comes because the one thing is really, 
really clear is that the strength and the depth of our goaltending has 
grown significantly over the last number of months and I look forward to 
making tough decisions." 

Andersen has been sidelined since March 19 with a knee injury. 
Campbell has played well in his absence, but doesn't have any 
experience in the NHL playoffs.  

Keefe on Leafs Game 1 starter: 'I hope to have to make a difficult 
decision’ 

Frederik Andersen will return to game action for the first time since March 
19th when he plays for the Toronto Marlies on Thursday afternoon. As he 
nears his return to the Maple Leafs lineup, head coach Sheldon Keefe 
won't tip his hand on who he plans on starting in the playoffs. 
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Rangers’ expensive statement galvanized support for Parros 

 

By Frank Seravalli 

 

The New York Rangers’ pointed statement calling for the head of George 
Parros, the NHL's dean of discipline, may go down as the most 
expensive words typed in hockey history. 

The Rangers were fined $250,000 by the NHL on Thursday – or $2,212 
for each of the 113 words, still nothing that billionaire owner James Dolan 
will lose sleep over. 

But it is among the heaviest fines in league history, considerably more 
than the $100,000 levied upon the San Jose Sharks in 2013, the last 
team to publicly disagree with a disciplinary decision. 

In the NHL’s view, it was one thing for the Rangers to disagree with 
Parros’ decision to fine but not suspend Tom Wilson for Monday’s melee 
at Madison Square Garden, but another to call it a “dereliction of duty” 
and claim that Parros is “unfit to continue in his current role.” 

“Public comments of the nature issued by the Rangers that were 
personal in nature and demeaning of a league executive will not be 
tolerated,” NHL commissioner Gary Bettman said in a statement released 
Thursday morning. 

“While we don’t expect our clubs to agree with every decision rendered 
by the Department of Player Safety, the extent to which the Rangers 
expressed their disagreement was unacceptable. It is terribly unfair to 
question George Parros’ professionalism and dedication to his role and 
the Department of Player Safety.” 

The optics of the fine – 50 times more than the $5,000 that Wilson was 
dinged for his punch to Pavel Buchnevich – were not lost on the Rangers 
on Thursday. Wilson’s ensuing takedown of Rangers star Artemi Panarin, 
which went unpunished, was the powder keg that set off a string of six 
fights before Wednesday night’s rematch was five minutes old. Wilson 
left the game after the first period with what the Capitals called an “upper-
body injury,” though many suspect the team kept Wilson off the ice in an 
attempt to calm a charged environment. 

Now, after two days to breathe: What did the Rangers accomplish with 
their words? 

If their goal was to effect change in the Department of Player Safety, their 
statement may have had the opposite effect. 

The NHL, according to league sources, is not making changes to the 
Department of Player Safety. 

The Rangers must have known that when hitting send. There was zero 
chance Bettman would allow any league employee, let alone one in a 
consistently scrutinized role, to be mowed down by an unhappy owner 
stamping his feet and speaking out of school. 

It is clear the statement came directly from MSG Sports chairman Dolan. 
In the hours before they were fired on Wednesday, Rangers president 
John Davidson and GM Jeff Gorton were in damage-control mode. 

While it may not have had anything to do with their departures from the 
organization, sources say Davidson and Gorton both attempted to 
distance themselves from the statement, telling other executives that 
they did not know of its existence until it was released publicly. 

The two long-time hockey men knew the Rangers’ no-holds-barred 
approach was poorly received by both the league and their front office 
counterparts. 

Not eating your own, especially not in public, is at the core of hockey’s 
omertà. 

As a result, the Rangers’ statement actually seemed to have gained 
Parros additional backing around the league. 

According to multiple team and league sources, the Rangers’ statement 
galvanized support for Parros and the Department of Player Safety from 
other teams and general managers in feedback that was delivered to the 
commissioner’s office. That support did not wane after gloves littered the 
Garden ice on Wednesday night. 
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Nearly half of the NHL’s general managers – the gatekeepers of the 
league who collectively influence the policy that governs Parros’ 
department – were canvassed for this story and not one expressed 
concern or doubt about Parros’ competence. 

“I have to be honest. I did not like and was not comfortable with George’s 
decision,” one NHL GM said Thursday. “I tried to take the name and 
number off [Wilson’s] jersey and watch the play unfold. I didn’t like the 
look of it. He looked like someone unhinged. Then when you factor in 
that it was Wilson, with a history of aggression – I don’t think that’s 
something we want to see in the game. 

“But I am able to separate that from the position itself. I support George. I 
will be watching closely. I think we all are. I would think that there is a 
suspension coming for Buchnevich’s cross-check. But George has the 
toughest job in the league and I think for the most part, he has done a 
good job.” 

Not everyone agreed with that manager’s sentiment, as there were other 
GMs in the league who felt from the jump that Parros made the right call. 

“I don’t think what Wilson did was a suspendible act,” another GM said. “I 
think that statement is part of the problem with society right now. 
Everyone wants everyone to be fired. That isn’t how it works and that’s 
not how you do it. George has the worst job in hockey. On every 
decision, one team is happy and one team is pissed.” 

Nonetheless, this will be a fascinating off-season to monitor 
developments on both the Player Safety and the officiating/hockey 
operations front in the wake of Tim Peel's career-ending suspension, 
which brought a call for change to the way the game is called. Is it 
possible the rule book may be reworked to give Parros and the 
Department of Player Safety more leeway to suspend?  

Either way, the sense from the NHL’s architects of the game is that 
significant overhaul in Player Safety is unnecessary. 

“I disagreed with the Rangers’ statement and I also disagree with 
changes to the Department of Player Safety,” yet another GM said. “Is 
there room for improvement? Yes. There is always room for 
improvement. But overall, we do not need sweeping changes. I imagine 
the statement was orchestrated from the top, which just put everyone in a 
poor position.” 
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USA TODAY / NHL fines Rangers $250,000 for scathing statement that 
called player safety head 'unfit' 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

USA TODAY 

 

A chaotic week for the New York Rangers continued Thursday with the 
NHL fining the club $250,000 for its statement that called for a league 
executive's job.  

In its statement from Tuesday, the Rangers declared NHL head of player 
safety George Parros "unfit to continue in his current role" after the 
league fined the Washington Capitals' Tom Wilson $5,000 for his role in a 
physical altercation that ended Artemi Panarin's season on Monday.  

"We view this as a dereliction of duty," the Rangers said.  

That level of indignation was a step too far, NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman said.  

“Public comments of the nature issued by the Rangers that were 
personal in nature and demeaning of a league executive will not be 
tolerated,” he said. “While we don’t expect our clubs to agree with every 
decision rendered by the Department of Player Safety, the extent to 
which the Rangers expressed their disagreement was unacceptable. 

"It is terribly unfair to question George Parros’ professionalism and 
dedication to his role and the Department of Player Safety." 

The Rangers coaches and players had voiced their outrage over Wilson's 
actions, which have been widely criticized by former NHL enforcers 
themselves as dirty. Wilson was disciplined for roughing Pavel 
Buchnevich, who was face-down on the ice when punched in the back by 
Wilson. When Panarin came to his teammates' defense, Wilson body 
slammed the helmetless player to the ice.  

The first effects of the statement were felt Wednesday, when Rangers 
president John Davidson and general manager Jeff Gorton were fired in 
a surprising move. With the Capitals and Rangers playing again that 
night, six fights broke out in the game's first five minutes, with the 
Capitals removing Wilson for what they called an "upper-body injury" 
early in the second.  
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USA TODAY / Pavel Buchnevich suspended one game for high-sticking 
Anthony Mantha in fight-filled game 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

Pavel Buchnevich was the victim Monday when he was punched while 
face down on the ice by the Washington Capitals' Tom Wilson. 

After Wednesday's fight-filled rematch against the Capitals, the New York 
Rangers forward was suspended for his own actions. 

The NHL Department of Player Safety announced Thursday that 
Buchnevich got a one-game suspension for high-sticking Capitals 
forward Anthony Mantha. 

The Rangers were upset that Wilson had received only a $5,000 fine for 
his actions, which included a body slam that caused a season-ending 
injury to star Artemi Panarin. Three fights broke out at the opening 
faceoff Wednesday night and Rangers defenseman Brendan Smith 
fought Wilson on his first shift. There were six fights in the first five 
minutes. 

Buchnevich received a five-minute major and game misconduct in the 
second period for hitting Mantha in the face with his stick after Mantha 
had poked at him a couple times. 

"While we agree that Buchnevich’s actions are defensive in nature, 
players are not excused from following league rules because of the 
actions of their opponents," the league said in a video. "While Mantha’s 
actions may have been provocative, Buchnevich is not permitted to 
respond to that provocation with a reckless and forceful strike directly to 
the face of his opponent." 

Buchnevich will forfeit $28,017.24 in pay in the first disciplinary action of 
his career. The Rangers, who were eliminated from playoff contention on 
Monday, have two games remaining. 
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