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Carolina Hurricanes clinch top seed in Central Division as Dallas beats Tampa Bay  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes have clinched the No. 1 seed in the 
NHL’s Central Division and never took the ice Friday. 

The Dallas Stars’ 5-2 win over the Tampa Bay Lightning on 
Friday allowed the Canes to clinch. With 80 points in 54 
games, the Hurricanes can’t be caught by the second-place 
Lightning (75 points), who have two regular-season games 
remaining, and will have home-ice advantage in the first two 
rounds of the Stanley Cup playoffs if the Canes can 
advance. 

The Lightning, the 2020 Stanley Cup champion, will face the 
Florida Panthers in the opening round of the playoffs, but the 
Canes still must wait on its opponent as the fourth playoff 
position in the Central remains in play. 

The Nashville Predators, who host the Canes in the final two 
regular-season games, have 60 points and a two-point lead 
over the fifth-place Stars. The Stars close out their regular 
season in a back-to-back road set against the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Sunday and Monday, and need help from the 
Canes. 

The divisional title was the first for the Canes since the 2005-
06 season, when Carolina was in the Southeast Division. 
They began the 2006 playoffs on home ice and ended the 
playoffs holding up the Stanley Cup. 

The NHL has not officially announced the starting date for 
the Stanley Cup playoffs. Because of COVID-19 issues that 
caused game postponements in the North Division, the 
league extended the end of the regular season through May 
19.  

It’s possible the league could stagger the start of the 
playoffs. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour favors beginning the 
playoffs within a few days after the completion of a divisional 
schedule. 

“I think it’d be nice to have a couple days but let’s get rolling 
here,” Brind’Amour said on a Thursday media call. “Why are 
we delaying stuff? It always bothered me anyway when a 
round would finish and they would wait for the other ones. 
Let’s get going here.” 

With home-ice advantage in the opening round, the Canes 
will begin the playoffs at PNC Arena. Given coronavirus 
restrictions and social-distancing requirements in seating, the 
Canes have had a reduced capacity of 4,987 fans at home. 

Last year’s playoffs were held in the bubble cities of Toronto 
and Edmonton, with no fans in the seats, as the Lightning 
claimed the 2020 Cup by beating Dallas in the finals in 
Edmonton.
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Rod Brind’Amour for Jack Adams? Jordan Staal for Selke? Alex Nedeljkovic for Calder? 
Hurricanes award watch 

By Sara Civian 

The Carolina Hurricanes are currently in the hunt for their 
first-ever Presidents’ Trophy and could clinch the No. 1 seed 
in the Central as early as Friday night. In layman’s terms: 
The team is good as a whole, and their individual players are 
good, too. This could be a year in which their talent 
overpowers their small-marketedness, and a few individuals 
could actually win some NHL awards. 

Which Hurricanes are actually deserving of awards, and will 
they actually win? It’s time to take a look. 

Rod Brind’Amour for Jack Adams 

Hurricanes fans, exhale: You’ve reached the one article 
these days about Rod Brind’Amour that will not be focusing 
on his contract negotiations. 

Since reporters don’t get to vote for the Jack Adams, I’m 
allowed to tell you that if I had a vote it would have gone to 
Brind’Amour with zero hesitation — even if he doesn’t really 
care about winning it. 

“Not to sound disrespectful or anything, but it’s just not that 
significant to me, certainly not at this point,” Brind’Amour said 
after Thursday’s morning skate. “If it came to that, it would be 
great, because it highlights what we have around here, which 
is great staff, great people, great players. Coach gets the 
glory but it’s because of all the group that’s around. So if it 
happened, that’s what it would be good for.” 

He has a point, but something that has struck me about him 
from the start of his head coaching career is his willingness 
to actually delegate responsibilities and squeeze everything 
he can out of the resources and people around him. 

Again, the Hurricanes are in Presidents’ Trophy contention 
down to the wire, they were the first team in the Central to 
clinch a playoff berth and could end up No. 1 seed. What’s 
most impressive is the consistency and relevance they’ve 
cultivated and continued to build on since Brind’Amour took 
over. He’s the 12th-fastest coach in NHL history to reach 100 
wins, and he’s the one at the helm while the Hurricanes have 
clinched playoffs three times in a row for the first time since 
relocation. 

The only one seriously threatening this campaign is Panthers 
coach Joel Quenneville, and that’s fair. The Panthers have 
been on a run this season reminiscent of the Canes a few 
seasons back, and they’ve been able to beat just about 
everyone consistently — except the Canes. 

Should Brind’Amour win? Yes. 

Will he win? Bring it in for a quick conspiracy theory: Tom 
Dundon, Don Waddell and Co., are drawing out contract 
negotiations to force voters to pay attention to Brind’Amour 
and generate Jack Adams hype. Maybe he will win it 
because people want to be able to say the Hurricanes aren’t 

re-signing the Jack Adams winner or whatever. With the way 
some of the outside media has acted, I am only, like, 45 
percent kidding right now. 

Jordan Staal for Selke 

It was unfortunate that this great story by Shayna Goldman 
came out hours after Jordan Staal scored two goals and had 
a generally Staal-like evening that prompted Justin Williams 
to start a Selke campaign. 

Staal isn’t mentioned in the story, but should he have been? 
How do we want to define the Selke? 

The textbook definition says the Selke is “awarded annually 
to the National Hockey League forward who demonstrates 
the most skill in the defensive component of the game.” 

This should make Staal a perennial honorable mention at 
least — he consistently excels in some of the league’s 
toughest minutes against the toughest matchups and on the 
penalty kill. He thrives most notoriously on the faceoff dot, 
and he’s currently fourth in the league in faceoff wins (615) 
and up there with a 57.8 faceoff percentage. On faceoffs 
alone, though — which is Staal’s most tangible argument — 
Patrice Bergeron, Sidney Crosby and Ryan O’Reilly have 
more wins, and Bergeron and O’Reilly have better faceoff 
percentages. As two-time winner Brind’Amour said when I 
asked him if Staal should win, you really do have to have the 
numbers. 

“Obviously (Staal should be in the conversation),” he said. 
“I’ve been saying this for a long time. I think you do have to 
have the numbers, and I get that. Clearly, he does. 
Hopefully, he’ll get his due.” 

Staal has ramped it up on offense this season, and while the 
Selke is relatively subjective, voters should take that into 
consideration — half of the “two-” in “two-way player” is 
offense, after all. Staal’s got 16 goals and 38 points in 52 
games, which is obviously good. But combine these things 
with the rest of the numbers and situations Goldman 
mentioned in her story, and it’s not looking like a case for an 
objective Top 3 Selke list. 

As awesome as he’s been and as much as he’s meant to 
this Hurricanes team night in and night out, it just doesn’t 
seem realistic that he’ll crack the top three. 

Should he win? Probably not. 

Will he win? No. 

Jaccob Slavin for Lady Byng 

The Lady Byng is supposed to go to the “player adjudged to 
have exhibited the best type of sportsmanship and 
gentlemanly conduct combined with a high standard of 
playing ability.” 
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While I tend to agree with the popular notion that this would 
be better decided by the players themselves than the media, 
this trophy description is basically a Jaccob Slavin mini bio. 

Slavin has had one (one!) penalty and two overall penalty 
minutes through 51 games this season. The penalty? A 
puck-over-glass delay of game. 

He’s been like this his whole career — he only had 10 
penalty minutes in 68 games last season, 18 in 82 the 
previous season and 10 in 82 games the season before that. 

This is impressive on its own, but then you remember he is 
more often than not leading the Hurricanes in time on ice, 
and as a first-pairing defenseman squares up against the 
toughest opponents. If you’ve ever seen him play, you know 
how active he is in breaking up passes and the skill it takes 
to get involved as much as he does without breaking the 
rules. 

He’s good for a few of these every night: 

Speaking of “gentlemanly conduct,” Slavin doesn’t curse or 
drink alcohol. The Lady Byng is famously the least hyped-up 
NHL award, but I feel like Slavin would actually appreciate 
winning it because he is so intentional about playing with 
respect for the game, his teammates and his opponents, and 
he’s so intentional about living with respect for his own 
values. 

Should he win? Yes. 

Will he win? Slavin has a few things working against him, 
here. He’s got the automatic uphill battle of playing on a 
small-market team, and only three defensemen have won 
the award since its inception in 1925. But the Lady Byng can 
be one of the hardest trophies to award because of its 
vagueness, and for once we have a perfect campaign in 
Slavin’s 2020-21 season. I think he might actually win it. 

Alex Nedeljkovic for Calder 

Rip into Goldman for leaving Staal out of the Selke 
conversation, but she makes a pretty good case for 

Nedeljkovic’s name in the Calder conversation here. Dom 
Luszczyszyn has had him as high up as second in the race 
at times, and we know I’ve started thinking he’s turning into 
“the guy.” 

Consider the Millennials of The Athletic NHL department 
sold. 

He’s got a .932 save percentage, a 1.89 goals-against 
average and a 15-4-3 record and has steadily improved the 
more he’s played, but the small sample size will hold him 
back from winning the trophy. 

Brind’Amour’s take on Nedeljkovic’s hopes is basically where 
I’m at: He is playing like a Calder contender, but has the 
disadvantage of less time than the other candidates, who 
played full seasons. 

“I think his body of work is not quite there yet to include him 
in with all those guys,” he said April 22. “Hopefully by the end 
of the year here, and we’ll see how many more starts he 
gets. Certainly, his play has warranted it. It’s tough, probably, 
when you look at the other guys who have played all year. 
But that’s where those awards get tough to really say ‘Hey, 
you should be in there when your body of work’s not quite 
there.’ But definitely by how he’s played, for sure.” 

He’s done nothing but improve since hen. He’s 7-0-1 in his 
last eight starts with a 1.49 goals-against average, a .947 
save percentage and one shutout. There’s no doubt in my 
mind if he had played the whole season, he’d at least be No. 
2 — or he’d at least deserve to be. 

Should he win? He should be (and is) in the conversation at 
the very least, but the competition and his lack of early-
season starts make this a tough one. 

Will he win? No, but I wouldn’t be shocked to see him get the 
No. 3 spot. It’s tough this year with the likes of Kirill Kaprizov 
and Jason Robertson. 
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Tweetmail: Which Player is Most Improved This Season? 

By Michael Smith 

Hello and welcome to Tweetmail presented by Segra. This is 
a regular feature on Hurricanes.com in which I answer your 
Twitter questions, which are mostly about the Carolina 
Hurricanes, but sometimes also about travel or television or 
life. It's a mailbag of tweets. It's Tweetmail. Maybe you learn 
a little something, and maybe we have some fun, too. 

Let's get to it. 

1) At what point this season did you think, "Wow, this Canes 
team is good enough to lead a tough Central Division with 
two games left"? 2) Which Canes game is your personal 
favorite for this season? 3) Which Canes player is the most 
improved this season? - @dabrams2021 

(One day, Doug, I'll stop falling for your multiple-questions-in-
one-tweet Tweetmail questions, but today is not that day.) 

1. I did a radio interview earlier this season and was asked 
my outlook for the Canes in the new-look Central Division. I 
tossed out that they could compete for the division title, even 
against the defending Stanley Cup champions. Easy to say 
for a guy who works for the team, right? And that was 
basically the reaction I got, but for anyone who has paid 
attention to this team for the last two seasons, you've seen 
what they've been building. That the Canes are in first place 
in the Central Division with two games remaining isn't a 
surprise to me. It's not a surprise to the locker room, either. 
It's the expectation. 

2. I have a few for similar reasons. The first game of the 
season in Detroit was special. The Canes, backed by Petr 
Mrazek, were dominant, and it just felt good to have hockey 
back again. Two weeks later, the first home game of the 
season was special. The Canes were depleted - and it had 
been a harrowing week for many as we waited to see how 
COVID-19 might rip through the team - but they rallied to 
shut out the defending champs. And finally, the first home 
game with fans back in the building was special. The Canes 
rallied with four unanswered goals, including three in the 
third period, to beat Detroit, 5-2. Even having just 2,924 fans 
in the building made a difference. The energy was back. The 
passion was back. Hockey felt like hockey again, and that 
was nice. 

3. Year over year, Nino Niederreiter is probably most 
improved, especially when you consider the raw numbers, 
but that was kind of to be expected; it's more than he's 
rediscovered his form as a goal scorer more than anything, 
which is good for both him and the Canes' offense. From an 
overall most improved standpoint, Martin Necas took the 
exact next step you'd like to see from him in his sophomore 
season. It took him just 43 games to eclipse his point 

production from a season ago. He's become a reliable 
producer on the power play, with four goals and 11 points, 
and he's added penalty killing to his repertoire and has 
contributed four shorthanded points, including a shorthanded 
goal in back-to-back games. If this was an 82-game season, 
he'd be on track to record a 20-goal season and finish with 
around 65 points. Necas gets my vote for most improved, 
and he's only just getting started. 

What have you missed most during this, let's just say, 
"different" season, compared to a normal season? - 
@johnnybolla 

A jam-packed, raucous PNC Arena. Without a doubt. Don't 
get me wrong - having fans back, even if it is only 5,000, 
makes a drastic difference in the game atmosphere 
compared to the bubble and even games earlier this season. 
Even "normal" game presentation elements and the hum and 
buzz of an artificial crowd can't replace the raw human 
emotion of a live sporting event, so to even have a small 
percentage of fans back in the building makes a difference 
and signals that we're inching closer to some semblance of 
normalcy. 

(Here comes the but …) 

But, I can't help but think what this season would have been 
like without capacity restrictions. With how good this Canes 
team has been - especially at home, where they failed to get 
a point in just three of 28 games … three! - PNC Arena 
would have been rocking night in and night out. The 
atmosphere would have been electric and would have made 
an already special season even more special. We're getting 
there, though, and as the Canes progress in the playoffs, 
perhaps capacity will continue to grow. 

Selfishly, I also miss being able to enjoy the cities we visit, 
and the Central Division is not light on enjoyable locations. 
Thankfully, we haven't missed out too much on favorite food 
spots thanks to delivery service offerings, but just like a 
limited capacity crowd vs. a full building, it's still just not quite 
the same. 

When was the previous last time that a Stillman (presumably 
his dad, Cory) scored a goal in PNC Arena? Safe to assume 
the Staal family owns most of the records for the 
ESA/RBC/PNC? - @JimHollifield 

From a hey-this-is-a-cool-hockey-thing standpoint, seeing 
Riley Stillman score his first NHL goal in the very building 
where his dad lifted the Stanley Cup 15 years prior was 
undoubtedly neat. From a but-wait-he-did-it-against-the-
Canes standpoint, maybe less so! 
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"I'm happy for him just to be in the NHL living his dream. 
That's great. Didn't really need to see that tonight, but I am 
happy for him," head coach Rod Brind'Amour quipped after 
the Canes' 2-1 overtime loss to Chicago. 

Prior to Thursday night, the last time a Stillman scored at 
PNC Arena was indeed his dad, Cory, who netted a goal in a 
win-and-you're-in season finale that ended with a crushing 6-
2 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning on April 9, 2011. 

As for the Staal brothers, yeah, it's safe to assume they've 
accumulated the most points as a family in the building 
originally known as the Raleigh Entertainment & Sports 
Arena. Eric Staal totaled 392 points (161g, 231a) at home 
from 2003-2016, which ranks first in Canes history, while 
Jordan Staal has recorded 184 points (65g, 119a) in Raleigh 
since 2013, ranking fifth in team history. And that doesn't 
even factor in Eric's history since or Jordan's success with 
Pittsburgh prior. 

If the Canes win the Cup, will they be drinking me out of it? - 
@Busch_Light_Can 

Sorry, Busch Light Can. At just 97 calories and 2.4 carbs per 
serving, Storm Brew is the perfect beverage for all 
occasions, including championship celebrations. Cheers!   

Which cereal mascot would you most like to see Stormy take 
in a fight? - @AwaitingAndrew 

Quick backstory: I was listening to the latest episode of 
Conan O'Brien's podcast on my way home from the game on 
Thursday night, and a fan asked Conan which cereal mascot 
he thought he'd be able to take in a fight. It's a great point of 
discussion, and it also reminded me I needed some 
Tweetmail questions to answer. So, here we go! 

Since this is Stormy we're considering, I think we have to go 
to the animal kingdom of cereal mascots. Tony the Tiger? No 
way Stormy wants to take on a tiger. Toucan Sam? I feel like 
the beak could do some damage. 

I feel like Stormy could handle the Trix rabbit. I see an easy 
path to victory in distracting the rabbit with a bowl of Trix. 
The same could be said for Crazy Craving, the Honeycomb 
guy. All that rabid fella was interested in was some 
Honeycomb cereal. After all, its catchphrase was, "Me want 
Honeycomb!" So, give it what it wants and then finish it off. 
My money is on Stormy.

 

Canes Clinch Central Division Title 

Canes win first division title since 2005-06 

By Michael Smith 

NASHVILLE - It's official: The Carolina Hurricanes are 
champions of the National Hockey League's Discover 
Central Division. 

Even though the Canes were idle on Friday night, the Tampa 
Bay Lightning lost to the Dallas Stars and thus will not be 
able to catch the Canes, who are 36-10-8 with 80 points, in 
the standings. This marks the Canes' first division title since 
2005-06, when they finished in first place in the Southeast 
Division before eventually capturing the Stanley Cup. 

As part of the NHL's temporary realignment for the 56-game 
2020-21 regular season, the Canes joined a hodgepodge 
collection of teams from the previous Metropolitan, Atlantic 

and Central Divisions in the newly formed Central. Carolina 
then finished ahead of its seven season opponents, which 
included the two Stanley Cup finalists from last season, to 
capture the fourth division title in team history (since 
relocation) and fifth in franchise history. 

The Canes, who are riding a 13-game point streak (9-0-4), 
close out the regular season with two games in Nashville and 
will face the Central Division's fourth seed in the First Round 
of the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs. The winner of that series 
will then face the winner of the 2 vs. 3 match-up before the 
four remaining playoff teams venture out of their divisions for 
the first time this calendar year.
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Preview: Hurricanes at Predators 

Canes clinched Central Division while idle on Friday night 

By Michael Smith 

NASHVILLE - In a possible first round preview, the Central 
Division champion Carolina Hurricanes face off with the 
Nashville Predators in the final two games of the regular 
season. 

The Match-Up 

Carolina Hurricanes (36-10-8, 80 points) at Nashville 
Predators (29-23-2, 60 points) 

Saturday, May 8, 8 p.m. 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports app 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

Numbers to Know 

1: Even though they were idle on Friday night, the Canes 
locked up the first seed in the Central Division. It marks the 
team's fourth division title since 1997 and their first since 
2005-06. 

13: The Canes are riding a 13-game point streak (9-0-4), 
which ties a franchise best last set in 2017. 

17: The Canes have won all six match-ups against the 
Predators this season and have won 13 of their last 14 
against Nashville. In their last 21 games in the series 
between the two teams, the Canes are 17-3-1. 

The Opposition 

Last five games: 3-2-0, 6 points 
At home: 16-10-0, 32 points 
CAR vs. NSH: 6-0-0 
Leading scorer: Roman Josi, 33 points (8g, 25a) in 47 games 

With two games remaining in their regular season, the 
Predators' magic number for locking up the fourth seed in the 
Central Division is two points. Nashville won two straight 
games in overtime to begin May but dropped a 4-2 decision 
to the Columbus Jackets on Wednesday. 

The Last Meeting 

The Canes capped thier longest homestand of the season 
with a 3-1 win over Nashville, their sixth straight victory 
against the Preds this season. Jani Hakanpaa, in his second 
game with his new team, scored his first goal of the season, 
which ended up being the game-winning tally. 

"It's nice to see him get that. Obviously it was a big goal," 
head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "That's the best way to 
feel part of a group, for sure, when you can contribute like 
that. It came at a great time for us."
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Hurricanes clinch first place in Discover Central Division 

Will play Stars or Predators, have home-ice advantage in 
first round of Stanley Cup Playoffs 

By David Satriano 

The Carolina Hurricanes clinched first place in the Discover 
Central Division on Friday. 

Carolina (36-10-8), which clinched when the Tampa Bay 
Lightning lost to the Dallas Stars 5-2, will play the Stars or 
Nashville Predators in the first round of the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. The Hurricanes will have home-ice advantage in 
the best-of-7 series. 

The Lightning will play the Florida Panthers in the division's 
other playoff series, with their seeding to be determined. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with 57 points (24 goals, 
33 assists) this season. Four others have scored at least 40 
points: Vincent Trocheck, 43; Andrei Svechnikov, 42; Dougie 
Hamilton, 42; Martin Necas, 41. 

James Reimer is 15-5-2 with a 2.66 goals-against average 
and .906 save percentage in 22 games (21 starts). Rookie 
Alex Nedeljkovic is 15-4-3 with a 1.89 GAA, .932 save 
percentage and three shutouts in 22 games. Petr Mrazek is 
6-1-3 with a 1.77 GAA, .934 save percentage and three 
shutouts in 11 games. 

Carolina is 6-0-0 against Nashville this season and ends the 
regular season against them with games Saturday and 
Monday. 

Aho (five goals, three assists) and Trocheck (three goals, 
five assists) lead the Hurricanes with eight points each 
against the Predators, and Svechnikov (three goals, four 
assists) and Hamilton (one goal, six assists) each scored 
seven points. Reimer is 3-0-0 (1.67 goals-against average, 
.952 save percentage), Nedeljkovic is 2-0-0 (1.45 GAA, .941 
save percentage), and Mrazek made 19 saves in a 4-1 win 
on April 15. 

The Hurricanes were 6-1-1 against the Stars. Jordan Staal 
scored 10 points (five goals, five assists), Aho scored nine 
points (two goals, seven assists), and Trocheck scored eight 
points (two goals, six assists). Reimer was 3-0-1 with a 2.70 
GAA and .898 save percentage, Nedeljkovic was 2-1-0 with 
a 2.29 GAA and .915 save percentage, and Mrazek made 28 
saves in a 1-0 shutout win April 4. 

It is their fourth regular-season division title in Carolina, the 
first since winning the Southeast Division in 2005-06, when 
the Hurricanes won the Stanley Cup.
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Hurricanes clinch first division title since 2006 

The Hurricanes will have home ice advantage through at 
least the first two rounds of the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

If the 2021 COVID-era division format is indeed a one off, the 
Carolina Hurricanes will go down in NHL history as the lone 
champion in this iteration of the Central Division. 

Following the Dallas Stars’ 5-2 win over the Tampa Bay 
Lightning Friday night, the Hurricanes have clinched the top 
spot in the Central, their first division championship since 
winning the Southeast Division in the 2005-06 season.  

Coming into this season, few pegged the Hurricanes as 
division champs in a group of eight that featured both of last 
year’s Stanley Cup finalists (who, ironically, played each 
other in the game that sealed the Hurricanes’ fate).  

But this team overcame injuries to key players and unusual 
circumstances to come through with its best regular season 
in franchise history, one that includes just the fourth division 
championship in Carolina team history.  

The Hurricanes’ first round opponent will be either the 
Nashville Predators or Dallas Stars. Nashville currently holds 
the fourth and final spot in the division, and their magic 
number for the division is two points. Dallas closes with two 
games in Chicago, while Nashville closes with two home 
games against... the Hurricanes, so Carolina will play a large 
role in determining its first-round opponent.  

The Hurricanes still have plenty to play for in their final two 
games, in the form of the first President’s Trophy in franchise 
history. They’ll need a little help, as the Canes and Vegas 
Golden Knights have the same maximum point total - 84, but 
Vegas currently has more regulation wins, but it remains a 
distinct possibility.  

The Hurricanes will play their penultimate game of the 
season against Nashville tomorrow at 8 p.m., followed by 
one more with the Predators Monday. Depending on how the 
fourth spot shakes out, it’s possible the Hurricanes could 
play the Predators in nine straight games.

 

Carolina Hurricanes at Nashville Predators: Game Preview 

The Hurricanes will head into their final two games of the 
season with a shot at their first President’s Trophy in 
franchise history. 

By Sarah.A  

Carolina Hurricanes (36-10-8) at Nashville Predators (29-23-
2) 

2021 Regular Season Game 55 
Saturday May 8, 2021 - 8 p.m. ET 
Bridgestone Arena — Nashville, TN 
Watch: Bally Sports Carolinas 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: On the Forecheck 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

Well, and then there were two. It’s been a long road, but here 
we are, nearly at the end of a shortened season. All of the 
milestones have been met for the Carolina Hurricanes. 
They’re not only headed to their third consecutive post-
season appearance, but they’ve also clinched their division 
for the first time since 2006. Sure, it’s a cobbled-together 
division which may not ever exist again, and many years 
from now, at least one of you is going to have to sit down 

with your kids and explain that weird year where the 
Hurricanes were seemingly inexplicably the winners of the 
Central Division. But still — it’s a pretty big deal.  

While it’s tempting to look at these last two games against 
the Predators as just something to get through, topping the 
league outright is still within reach for the Hurricanes. And 
with a first round match-up against the Nashville Predators 
looking likely now, these games are the last chance for the 
Hurricanes’ players and coaching staff to get a look at 
Nashville before everything starts to count for real.  

For the next to last time this season, let’s see how these 
teams stack up: 

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Predators 

Record 36-10-8 29-23-2 

Goals/Game 3.22 2.65 

Goals Against/Game 2.33 2.83 

Shots/Game 32.26 30.04 
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Category Hurricanes Predators 

Face Off Win % 54.0% 51.7% 

Power Play % (Rank) 26.4% (2nd) 17.8% (25th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 85.2% (3rd) 74.7% (29th) 

ES Corsi For % 53.76% 50.00% 

ES PDO 101.16 101.17 

PIM/Game 07:14 09:10 

Goaltender #1 

Category Petr Mrazek Kasimir Kaskisuo 

Record 6-1-3 0-0-0 

Save % .934 .000 

GAA 1.77 0.00 

Goaltender #2 

Category James Reimer Juuse Saros 

Record 15-5-2 20-11-1 

Save % 0.906 .927 

GAA 2.66 2.32 

Goaltender #3 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Pekka Rinne 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Pekka Rinne 

Record 15-4-3 9-12-1 

Save % .932 .902 

GAA 1.89 2.97 

Game Notes 

 If you’re looking for a player who you’d like to see 
get going, take a look at Vincent Trocheck. His last 
goal was April 15, conveniently against Nashville. 
He has six assists over his last 10 games. He’s also 
two assists away from 200 career assists.  

 Martin Necas has already beat his previous career 
high of 36 points last season; he needs two goals to 
match last year’s total. He’s got three goals in his 
last three games, the longest active streak by a 
Hurricanes player. Think he can do it?  

 The Predators have yet to score more than two 
goals in a game against the Hurricanes this season. 
The Predators have been outscored 23 to 9 in six 
games.  

 Speaking of Trockeck, he and Sebastian Aho share 
the team lead for points against the Predators with 
eight each. Mattias Ekholm and Dante Fabbro each 
have three points against the Hurricanes.  

 With their point against Chicago on Thursday, the 
Hurricanes maintained their points streak, currently 
sitting at 13 games. This ties the longest points 
streak in franchise history; if the Hurricanes pick up 
points in these last two games, they’ll tie the 
Colorado Avalanche for longest point streak this 
season. 

 Over the last month, the Predators have had nearly 
the worst power play in the league — since April 8, 
they’ve converted on just 5.9% of their chances. 
Things have been looking up slightly; over the past 
five games, the Predators have two power play 
goals. It’s something, I guess
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Wolves’ late rally ruined 

Veteran forward Riley Barber scored with 13 seconds left to 
derail a Chicago Wolves rally and give the Grand Rapids 
Griffins a 5-4 win Friday night at Van Andel Arena. 

Forwards Anthony Richard, Phil Tomasino, Dominik Bokk 
and David Cotton scored for the Wolves (18-7-1-2), who 
produced two goals in an 86-second span late in the third 
period to forge a 4-4 tie. 

Center Tommy Novak and defenseman David Warsofsky 
handed out three assists apiece for Chicago, which couldn’t 
reduce its magic number to win the Central Division crown. It 
remains at 7 heading into Saturday’s home game against 
Grand Rapids. 

The Wolves seized the lead just 3:18 into the night as Novak 
collected the puck in the defensive zone and spied Richard 
sneaking behind the defense. He steered a pass through the 
neutral zone to set up a breakaway as Richard beat 
goaltender Kevin Boyle with a precise wrister. 

Grand Rapids (13-10-3-1) pulled even on Barber’s rebound 
goal at 7:54 of the first, but the Wolves regained control on 
their first power-play chance of the night. Novak and 
Warsofsky worked the puck around to the right faceoff circle 
for Tomasino, who took two quick strides toward the net and 
whistled a shot bar down for a 2-1 lead at 18:47. 

The Griffins forged a 2-2 tie late in the second period when 
Kyle Criscuolo stationed himself in front of goaltender Beck 
Warm and tipped home a Jared McIsaac shot for a power-
play goal at 17:21. 

Grand Rapids built more momentum on defenseman Dylan 
McIlrath’s blast from the top of the right circle 2:05 into the 
third. The Griffins earned the game’s first two-goal lead when 
Barber, on the rush, patiently dropped a pass back to 
Criscuolo for a quick snapper that made it 4-2 at 10:51. 

The Wolves turned things around thanks to a 5-on-3 power-
play opportunity with seven minutes left in regulation. Bokk 
cut the margin to 4-3 when Novak fed him just beyond the 
doorstep at 13:36, then Cotton redirected a shot by rookie 
defenseman Marc Del Gaizo two seconds after the power 
play expired to make it 4-4 at 15:02 of the third. 

Barber and Criscuolo finished with two goals and two assists 
apiece for Grand Rapids. Boyle (7-3-1) stopped 20 shots to 
pick up the win while Warm (6-3-1) posted 22 saves. 

The Wolves and Griffins meet again at 7 p.m. Saturday at 
the Wolves Training Facility in Hoffman Estates. To enjoy all 
the action, visit AHLTV.com.
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Carolina Hurricanes clinch top seed in Central Division as Dallas beats 
Tampa Bay 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER MAY 07, 2021 09:39 PM,  

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have clinched the No. 1 seed in the NHL’s 
Central Division and never took the ice Friday. 

The Dallas Stars’ 5-2 win over the Tampa Bay Lightning on Friday 
allowed the Canes to clinch. With 80 points in 54 games, the Hurricanes 
can’t be caught by the second-place Lightning (75 points), who have two 
regular-season games remaining, and will have home-ice advantage in 
the first two rounds of the Stanley Cup playoffs if the Canes can 
advance. 

The Lightning, the 2020 Stanley Cup champion, will face the Florida 
Panthers in the opening round of the playoffs, but the Canes still must 
wait on its opponent as the fourth playoff position in the Central remains 
in play. 

The Nashville Predators, who host the Canes in the final two regular-
season games, have 60 points and a two-point lead over the fifth-place 
Stars. The Stars close out their regular season in a back-to-back road set 
against the Chicago Blackhawks on Sunday and Monday, and need help 
from the Canes. 

The divisional title was the first for the Canes since the 2005-06 season, 
when Carolina was in the Southeast Division. They began the 2006 
playoffs on home ice and ended the playoffs holding up the Stanley Cup. 

The NHL has not officially announced the starting date for the Stanley 
Cup playoffs. Because of COVID-19 issues that caused game 
postponements in the North Division, the league extended the end of the 
regular season through May 19. 

It’s possible the league could stagger the start of the playoffs. Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour favors beginning the playoffs within a few days 
after the completion of a divisional schedule. 

“I think it’d be nice to have a couple days but let’s get rolling here,” 
Brind’Amour said on a Thursday media call. “Why are we delaying stuff? 
It always bothered me anyway when a round would finish and they would 
wait for the other ones. Let’s get going here.” 

With home-ice advantage in the opening round, the Canes will begin the 
playoffs at PNC Arena. Given coronavirus restrictions and social-
distancing requirements in seating, the Canes have had a reduced 
capacity of 4,987 fans at home. 

Last year’s playoffs were held in the bubble cities of Toronto and 
Edmonton, with no fans in the seats, as the Lightning claimed the 2020 
Cup by beating Dallas in the finals in Edmonton. 
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Rod Brind’Amour for Jack Adams? Jordan Staal for Selke? Alex 
Nedeljkovic for Calder? Hurricanes award watch 

 

By Sara Civian May 7, 2021  

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are currently in the hunt for their first-ever 
Presidents’ Trophy and could clinch the No. 1 seed in the Central as 
early as Friday night. In layman’s terms: The team is good as a whole, 
and their individual players are good, too. This could be a year in which 
their talent overpowers their small-marketedness, and a few individuals 
could actually win some NHL awards. 

Which Hurricanes are actually deserving of awards, and will they actually 
win? It’s time to take a look. 

Rod Brind’Amour for Jack Adams 

Hurricanes fans, exhale: You’ve reached the one article these days about 
Rod Brind’Amour that will not be focusing on his contract negotiations. 

Since reporters don’t get to vote for the Jack Adams, I’m allowed to tell 
you that if I had a vote it would have gone to Brind’Amour with zero 
hesitation — even if he doesn’t really care about winning it. 

“Not to sound disrespectful or anything, but it’s just not that significant to 
me, certainly not at this point,” Brind’Amour said after Thursday’s 
morning skate. “If it came to that, it would be great, because it highlights 
what we have around here, which is great staff, great people, great 
players. Coach gets the glory but it’s because of all the group that’s 
around. So if it happened, that’s what it would be good for.” 

He has a point, but something that has struck me about him from the 
start of his head coaching career is his willingness to actually delegate 
responsibilities and squeeze everything he can out of the resources and 
people around him. 

Again, the Hurricanes are in Presidents’ Trophy contention down to the 
wire, they were the first team in the Central to clinch a playoff berth and 
could end up No. 1 seed. What’s most impressive is the consistency and 
relevance they’ve cultivated and continued to build on since Brind’Amour 
took over. He’s the 12th-fastest coach in NHL history to reach 100 wins, 
and he’s the one at the helm while the Hurricanes have clinched playoffs 
three times in a row for the first time since relocation. 

The only one seriously threatening this campaign is Panthers coach Joel 
Quenneville, and that’s fair. The Panthers have been on a run this 
season reminiscent of the Canes a few seasons back, and they’ve been 
able to beat just about everyone consistently — except the Canes. 

Should Brind’Amour win? Yes. 

Will he win? Bring it in for a quick conspiracy theory: Tom Dundon, Don 
Waddell and Co., are drawing out contract negotiations to force voters to 
pay attention to Brind’Amour and generate Jack Adams hype. Maybe he 
will win it because people want to be able to say the Hurricanes aren’t re-
signing the Jack Adams winner or whatever. With the way some of the 
outside media has acted, I am only, like, 45 percent kidding right now. 

Jordan Staal for Selke 
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It was unfortunate that this great story by Shayna Goldman came out 
hours after Jordan Staal scored two goals and had a generally Staal-like 
evening that prompted Justin Williams to start a Selke campaign. 

J. STAAL FOR SELKE 

— JUSTIN WILLIAMS (@JUSTINWILLIAMS) APRIL 28, 2021 

Staal isn’t mentioned in the story, but should he have been? How do we 
want to define the Selke? 

The textbook definition says the Selke is “awarded annually to the 
National Hockey League forward who demonstrates the most skill in the 
defensive component of the game.” 

This should make Staal a perennial honorable mention at least — he 
consistently excels in some of the league’s toughest minutes against the 
toughest matchups and on the penalty kill. He thrives most notoriously on 
the faceoff dot, and he’s currently fourth in the league in faceoff wins 
(615) and up there with a 57.8 faceoff percentage. On faceoffs alone, 
though — which is Staal’s most tangible argument — Patrice Bergeron, 
Sidney Crosby and Ryan O’Reilly have more wins, and Bergeron and 
O’Reilly have better faceoff percentages. As two-time winner 
Brind’Amour said when I asked him if Staal should win, you really do 
have to have the numbers. 

“Obviously (Staal should be in the conversation),” he said. “I’ve been 
saying this for a long time. I think you do have to have the numbers, and I 
get that. Clearly, he does. Hopefully, he’ll get his due.” 

Staal has ramped it up on offense this season, and while the Selke is 
relatively subjective, voters should take that into consideration — half of 
the “two-” in “two-way player” is offense, after all. Staal’s got 16 goals 
and 38 points in 52 games, which is obviously good. But combine these 
things with the rest of the numbers and situations Goldman mentioned in 
her story, and it’s not looking like a case for an objective Top 3 Selke list. 

As awesome as he’s been and as much as he’s meant to this Hurricanes 
team night in and night out, it just doesn’t seem realistic that he’ll crack 
the top three. 

Should he win? Probably not. 

Will he win? No. 

Jaccob Slavin for Lady Byng 

The Lady Byng is supposed to go to the “player adjudged to have 
exhibited the best type of sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct 
combined with a high standard of playing ability.” 

While I tend to agree with the popular notion that this would be better 
decided by the players themselves than the media, this trophy 
description is basically a Jaccob Slavin mini bio. 

Slavin has had one (one!) penalty and two overall penalty minutes 
through 51 games this season. The penalty? A puck-over-glass delay of 
game. 

He’s been like this his whole career — he only had 10 penalty minutes in 
68 games last season, 18 in 82 the previous season and 10 in 82 games 
the season before that. 

This is impressive on its own, but then you remember he is more often 
than not leading the Hurricanes in time on ice, and as a first-pairing 
defenseman squares up against the toughest opponents. If you’ve ever 
seen him play, you know how active he is in breaking up passes and the 
skill it takes to get involved as much as he does without breaking the 
rules. 

He’s good for a few of these every night: 

JACCOB SLAVIN JUST SHOWED PATRICK KANE LEVELS HERE. 

THERE’S VERY FEW D IN THIS LEAGUE WITH BETTER DEFENSIVE 
TECHNIQUE THAN SLAVIN. PIC.TWITTER.COM/WIRSGIYRBY 

— X – ALEX OHÁRI 🇭🇺   (@FUTURECANES) MAY 6, 2021 

Speaking of “gentlemanly conduct,” Slavin doesn’t curse or drink alcohol. 
The Lady Byng is famously the least hyped-up NHL award, but I feel like 
Slavin would actually appreciate winning it because he is so intentional 
about playing with respect for the game, his teammates and his 
opponents, and he’s so intentional about living with respect for his own 
values. 

Should he win? Yes. 

Will he win? Slavin has a few things working against him, here. He’s got 
the automatic uphill battle of playing on a small-market team, and only 
three defensemen have won the award since its inception in 1925. But 
the Lady Byng can be one of the hardest trophies to award because of its 
vagueness, and for once we have a perfect campaign in Slavin’s 2020-21 
season. I think he might actually win it. 

Alex Nedeljkovic for Calder 

Rip into Goldman for leaving Staal out of the Selke conversation, but she 
makes a pretty good case for Nedeljkovic’s name in the Calder 
conversation here. Dom Luszczyszyn has had him as high up as second 
in the race at times, and we know I’ve started thinking he’s turning into 
“the guy.” 

Consider the Millennials of The Athletic NHL department sold. 

He’s got a .932 save percentage, a 1.89 goals-against average and a 15-
4-3 record and has steadily improved the more he’s played, but the small 
sample size will hold him back from winning the trophy. 

Brind’Amour’s take on Nedeljkovic’s hopes is basically where I’m at: He 
is playing like a Calder contender, but has the disadvantage of less time 
than the other candidates, who played full seasons. 

“I think his body of work is not quite there yet to include him in with all 
those guys,” he said April 22. “Hopefully by the end of the year here, and 
we’ll see how many more starts he gets. Certainly, his play has 
warranted it. It’s tough, probably, when you look at the other guys who 
have played all year. But that’s where those awards get tough to really 
say ‘Hey, you should be in there when your body of work’s not quite 
there.’ But definitely by how he’s played, for sure.” 

He’s done nothing but improve since hen. He’s 7-0-1 in his last eight 
starts with a 1.49 goals-against average, a .947 save percentage and 
one shutout. There’s no doubt in my mind if he had played the whole 
season, he’d at least be No. 2 — or he’d at least deserve to be. 

Should he win? He should be (and is) in the conversation at the very 
least, but the competition and his lack of early-season starts make this a 
tough one. 

Will he win? No, but I wouldn’t be shocked to see him get the No. 3 spot. 
It’s tough this year with the likes of Kirill Kaprizov and Jason Robertson. 
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The Athletic / Duhatschek notebook: Why Kevin Weekes is a fit for the 
Rangers’ front office 

 

By Eric Duhatschek May 7, 2021  

 

Few things leave me speechless anymore, a function of 40-plus years in 
the business, but for the New York Rangers to fire both team president 
John Davidson and general manager Jeff Gorton a day after the team put 
out an incendiary statement, critical of the league, was so puzzling and 
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confusing that it felt like a Twitter hack had occurred. I checked the 
calendar to confirm — yes April Fool’s Day had long since passed us by. 

To say the decision made no sense barely scratched the surface. 

The Rangers were the longest of long shots to make the playoffs this 
year, playing in a stacked division — five really good teams, one of which 
played badly all year and thus missed the playoffs (the Philadelphia 
Flyers). There is no magic wand when it comes to rebuilding, which is 
what the Rangers announced they would do a little more than three years 
ago — a different sort of public declaration, presumably also endorsed by 
owner James Dolan. How quickly they forget. 

The Rangers were a team in transition but pointed in the right direction. 
They struggled early because Mika Zibanejad, last year’s breakout star, 
couldn’t get it going. They lost Artemi Panarin for a while, because of a 
personal leave. It took rookie goaltender Igor Shesterkin time to find his 
NHL stride (not unexpected for a player with only a dozen NHL games 
under his belt prior to this year). 

But they were making the sort of incremental strides necessary when you 
insert youngsters such as Alexis Lafrenière and Kaapo Kakko in the 
lineup and live with their growing pains. Their future was promising — but 
it was still in the future, not in the present. So, to dismiss both Davidson, 
the president that oversaw your return to credibility, and Gorton, the GM 
who’d made a number of savvy moves including the deal to acquire 
Norris Trophy calibre defenseman Adam Fox — and sign Panarin as a 
UFA — well, that smacked of an owner that focused too much on one 
easily fixable thing. That his team was getting pushed around physically 
by the likes of the Washington Capitals’ Tom Wilson and not the big 
picture, which was that the important pieces were in place to start 
winning, and relatively soon. 

So shortsighted. 

And what I would predict is that their firings will have a domino effect 
around the NHL. Chris Drury currently inherited both portfolios — general 
manager and team president — but his role will almost certainly have to 
be divided into two jobs once the dust settles. Drury will continue on as 
the GM; the question now is who will replace Davidson as the front man 
for the organization? In terms of operating philosophy, Drury reminds me 
a little of Ron Hextall, who was hired earlier this year to be the Pittsburgh 
Penguins’ general manager. He likes to work quietly, behind the scenes, 
and leave the job of representing the team publicly to someone else. 
That’s why the Penguins settled on Brian Burke to be the second part of 
their two-headed hockey operations department. Burke doesn’t mind 
being in front of the cameras, handling the communications side of the 
operation, while Hextall does the heavy lifting on the hockey side. 

The Rangers had something similar in place with Davidson and Gorton. If 
Drury is the new Gorton, then who is the new Davidson? 

Some have connected Mark Messier to the job and Messier has made it 
clear that he would love to join the organization in a front-office capacity. 

Me? I would look at Kevin Weekes for a lot of reasons beginning with the 
fact that Weekes has a lot of the same background, career path and 
people skills that made Davidson so effective. Davidson played goal in 
the NHL, eventually moved into the broadcast booth once his playing 
career ended and then got his first front office position in St. Louis. 

While with the Blues, Davidson helped create a culture, or chemistry or 
whatever new-age term you like to use to describe a good workplace. He 
did the same in his next gig in Columbus and then again in New York. 
Similarly, Weekes played goal for a dozen years professionally and has 
been working in TV for a while, developing a broad range of contacts in 
the hockey industry, and wouldn’t mind getting on the inside again and 
working for a team. 

Like Davidson, Weekes also has great charisma — an important asset 
nowadays in any organizational leader. Weekes was in the running for 
the job in Pittsburgh that eventually fell to Burke. Plus he played for both 
the Rangers and Devils at the end of his career. 

I worked with Davidson for close to a decade on Hockey Night in 
Canada’s Satellite Hot Stove and for 15 years on the Hockey Hall of 
Fame selection committee, which Davidson currently chairs. 

The selection committee has a 15-year term limit; Davidson is the only 
sitting member of the committee to have that term limit waived (by 
special vote of the HHOF Board of Directors). The reason was that he 
oozes leadership and professionalism. 

Operationally, he has always adopted a smooth-the-waters, behind-the-
scenes approach to problem-solving. 

Davidson would have been as upset as anyone when the league failed to 
suspend the Capitals’ Wilson for slamming Panarin to the ice twice in 
Monday night’s game, but he would also have understood the 
consequences (financial and otherwise) of publicly questioning the 
integrity of a senior league official. He would have been aware enough to 
know that even a single-game suspension, levied against Wilson, would 
have calmed the waters and prevented the brawl-filled, free-for-all that 
unfolded between the Rangers and Capitals two nights later. In-game, 
referees do that all the time — assess misconduct penalties against 
players running out of control in order to keep the peace. It didn’t have to 
be a message-sending five- or 10-game suspension against Wilson from 
the Department of Player Safety to get the job done. 

Just keep him out of the rematch. Such an easy solution. That was the 
genuine failure here — a little common sense was all that was needed to 
defuse a situation that ultimately kept spilling from one day into the next 
all week long. 

Looking ahead, Davidson essentially has three vocational choices in front 
of him. One, at age 68, is to ride off into the sunset, collect the three 
remaining years on his Rangers’ contract, worth a reported $5 million per 
season, and simply spend more time with friends and family. 

Two, he could return to the broadcast booth where, given the two new TV 
partners joining the NHL next season, he would likely be welcomed with 
open arms. 

Or three, he could take a little time to breathe and then see what 
opportunities may arise elsewhere in the NHL. 

I don’t see him opting for Door No. 2. A return to television, especially full 
time, seems unlikely, given that by next season, commentators will be 
expected to travel extensively again and I can’t see him wanting to be on 
the road that much. Too much stress and strain on both family life and 
the accumulated aches and pains that ex-athletes approaching 70 all 
seem to endure. 

I do believe he would love to be part of a Stanley Cup championship 
team as a swan song to a lifetime in the game; that, of course, would 
require the right opportunity to come along with the right sort of club. A 
return to Columbus could be a possibility. After his experience with Dolan 
in New York, would he listen to the Buffalo Sabres if they ever called? 
Maybe. Both the Blue Jackets and Sabres could use a senior voice of 
reason to steady franchises that have been listing sideways of late. 

Gorton, meanwhile, immediately jumps to the top of the charts as a 
candidate for any team looking to make an offseason managerial 
change. 

As for the team they’ve collectively assembled in New York, that 
represents a fascinating opportunity for success. In some ways, what 
Drury has inherited is a situation similar to when Pierre Lacroix took over 
the Quebec Nordiques from Pierre Page at the start of the 1994-95 
season and found himself in charge of a team that had, among others, a 
center ice corps of Mats Sundin, Joe Sakic and Peter Forsberg, all just 
about to enter their primes. 

Talk about arriving at the right place at the right time, when all the heavy 
lifting had already been done. That’s what the Rangers look like today. 

You can tweak a lineup you don’t think is tough enough by overpaying for 
a Ryan Reaves or a similar style of player. It’s getting the core pieces in 
place that’s the tough job. 
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It’s hard to imagine current coach David Quinn surviving beyond the end 
of the season; whoever goes in as their next coach has an opportunity as 
Marc Crawford had in Colorado in 1996 — and he made the most of it. 
Even knowing the owner is a complete loose cannon, there will be a long 
list of candidates wanting to fill the opening if, as expected, the job opens 
up in the coming offseason. 

This and that 

If all had gone according to plan, the NHL regular season would be 
wrapping up tomorrow, each team completing its 56-games-in-116-days 
marathon, the post-mortems and postseason firings starting almost 
immediately, the playoffs getting underway shortly thereafter. 

But of course, nothing was normal this season, a year in which COVID-
19 created havoc with the 24 U.S.-based teams early and with the seven-
team Canadian teams later. 

The net effect is, 26 games will remain on the schedule as of Sunday 
morning, 18 of them to be completed in a four-day span by next 
Wednesday. The Central will be wrapped up by Monday, the East by 
Tuesday; and the last games in the West will be played next Thursday. 
At that point, it’ll only be the Canadian teams remaining to play out the 
string, with five essentially meaningless games scheduled in a five-day 
span from May 14-19. The final three are between a pair of also-rans, 
Calgary and Vancouver; and it’s instructive to note that at this point, even 
though the games are scheduled, the starting times aren’t. 

Could they be played in the afternoons? Probably. It does seem as if the 
games will go forward if only to complete the symmetry of a full 56-game 
schedule, which the NHL made a priority when it sent Vancouver back 
into action with a 19-games-in-31-days sprint to the regular season. If 
you watch the body language of the teams that, deep down, knew 
they’ve had no shot for a while now, you’ll agree: This year can’t come to 
an end soon enough for most of the players. They want it over in the 
most urgent of ways. 

This and that 

Nashville is 5-0 in shootouts this season; Dallas 2-6. That — and the 
Predators’ ability to win games in overtime in their head-to-head 
meetings with the Stars — may ultimately be the difference between one 
team making the playoffs and the other team missing the playoffs this 
year. Fair? Unfair? Dallas has 14 losses total in overtime this season and 
Nashville just two. Nothing is more heartbreaking in hockey than to 
advance all the way to a Stanley Cup Final and lose, as the Stars did last 
September. But missing out on the playoffs because of a lopsided record 
in extra time probably ranks right up there … 

And speaking of three-on-three overtime, is anyone else enjoying it less 
this year? Or is it just me? Back before the coaches turned it into a 
tactical exercise, of constant regrouping — when it was a straight-out-
exercise in trading chances — it was the best five minutes of any game. 
Now, it’s been dulled down to the point, where it’s marginally more 
interesting than the regulation 60 minutes, but nothing at all like the 
whirlwind it used to be … 

And since we’re on the subject of mea culpas, here’s one. I campaigned 
for a long time for more Canadian divisional play, but now that we’ve got 
it, it tastes a little like unlimited cake at a birthday party. Sometimes, too 
much of a good thing is bad for you. And once the novelty wore off — the 
continuous repetitive stream of the same old visiting team, night after 
repetitive night, wore thin very quickly. Next year’s scheduling matrix may 
tweak what we saw pre-pandemic, but the return to divisional play; and 
the idea that every team plays every other team home-and-away every 
year is going to be a good part of return-to-normal … 

I’m trying to weigh the odds, in my own head, of whether the NHL is 
competing in China at the 2022 Olympics, based on scurrilous rumor and 
gossip. Right now, I’d rate the chances as 60-40 against … 

When the Washington Capitals won the Stanley Cup in 2018, Evgeny 
Kuznetsov led the playoffs in scoring, with 32 points in 24 games, which 
at the time was the second-highest total in 25 years, behind fellow 

Russian Evgeni Malkin in 2009. But he’s had an erratic year and is 
currently out of the lineup for the second time because of COVID-19 
protocols. One thing history will tell you is that players can salvage up-
and-down regular seasons with strong playoffs — and magically, all is 
forgotten. But if Kuznetsov struggles and the Capitals don’t get very far, 
you wonder if they would consider trade offers for him? If so, Columbus 
should be at the front of the line — a team desperately looking for help 
down the middle … 

And finally 

Taylor Hall has been a nice fit in Boston since arriving at the trade 
deadline; naturally, if the relationship continues to blossom, the Bruins 
will want to make a bid for the pending UFA; the question is how do you 
wedge his contract expectations onto a payroll where every other key 
piece has basically taken a hometown discount in order to keep the band 
together? Obviously, he’s not going to get more than Patrice Bergeron, 
who checks in at $6.875 million, David Pastrnak at $6.66 million or Brad 
Marchand at $6.125 million. 

The good news is that if pending UFA center David Krejci sticks around, 
it’ll be for a fraction of the $7.25 million he pulls down now, and if pending 
UFA goalie Tuukka Rask presses on, it won’t be for more than the $7 
million he earns currently. 

In all probability, if Hall stays, then someone pricey in the forward brigade 
will need to move on — possibly Jake DeBrusk. DeBrusk was a featured 
name on our NHL trade board, he slides to No. 3 on the depth chart at 
left wing behind Marchand and Hall. If his $3.675 contract moves 
elsewhere and Hall is willing to slot in behind the members of the Bruins’ 
Perfection Line in the payroll hierarchy, then the payroll numbers could 
theoretically work. Hall’s point, when he was first traded to Boston, was 
that he didn’t want to be the focal point anymore. He just wanted to be 
part of the band. 

That’s fair and a sign of maturity. But you can’t have it both ways either. 
You can’t expect to be paid like the lead singer, but ask to have a 
complementary sidekick role. If this works out the way it looks as if it 
might, and Hall takes a pay cut to stay, the Bruins could have a good 
cost-effective player for more than just his current rental role. After an up-
and-down season, the Bruins seem to be figuring things out at just the 
right time. 
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The Athletic / Capitals’ Tom Wilson on Rangers incident: ‘It seemed like a 
fairly routine hockey scrum to me’ 

 

By Tarik El-Bashir May 7, 2021  

  

Four days after being fined $5,000 by the NHL for his actions in a scrum 
that has been the talk of the hockey world, Washington Capitals winger 
Tom Wilson said he’s surprised by all of the attention it has received. 

“After the play, I would have never thought that all this would have blown 
up,” Wilson said Friday. “It seemed like a fairly routine hockey scrum to 
me, and I think that was kind of the feeling from both players in the box. 
And then, obviously, it took on a new life after the game.” 

As for his perspective on what unfolded, Wilson said his first thought was 
to defend goalie Vitek Vanecek. 

“Their guy goes to our net and kicks at our goalie and goes in there with 
his stick,” Wilson said, referring to Rangers winger Pavel Buchnevich. “At 
a young age in hockey, you’re taught to stand up for your goalie so that’s 
what I was doing. 
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“From there, you have guys jumping on your back, and I think anybody’s 
first reaction would be to just throw them off you and wrestle them down 
to the ice. Obviously, those scrums are chaotic and there’s lots of stuff 
going on, but I didn’t think too much of it at the time. But nothing I say 
right now is going to change anybody’s opinion; they’ve already made 
that up and I’ve just got to keep moving forward.” 

Wilson’s comments were his first since being fined for roughing 
Buchnevich in the 6-3 victory at Madison Square Garden and the 
subsequent fight-filled rematch between the Caps and Rangers a couple 
of days later. The fine marked the second time this season that Wilson 
was punished by the Department of Player Safety; he was suspended 
seven games in March for boarding Boston defenseman Brandon Carlo. 
In eight seasons, Wilson has been punished by the NHL six times to the 
tune of 30 games missed due to suspension. He’s also forfeited $1.3 
million in salary. 

Wilson, who is active on Twitter and Instagram, acknowledged that he’s 
aware of some of the backlash but that he’s also limited his screen time 
since the incident. 

“It’s obviously been a crazy couple days,” said Wilson, easily the most 
polarizing figure in the game today. “The good thing about social media is 
you’re able to close it and go about your life and worry about playing 
hockey and worry about what’s going on in this room. I’m sure it was 
pretty bad and, obviously, there was a reaction that I saw a little bit of, 
but I try not to pay too much attention to that.” 

Asked if he would have changed anything about how he handled himself 
in Monday’s scrum, in which he also threw Artemi Panarin to the ice 
resulting in an injury that will sideline the Rangers’ star for the remainder 
of the season, Wilson said it was a “crazy moment” and that he kept his 
gloves on out of respect for the “players that were on the ice.” 

“It’s a lot easier to watch everything in slow motion after the fact and 
dissect every tenth of a second,” he said. “Hockey scrums — for anyone 
that’s been in one — they’re crazy. There’s sticks, there’s skates. By the 
end of the scrum, I’m holding my head trying not to get cut by a skate, I’m 
getting punched in every direction. There’s a lot going on so I don’t think 
it’s fair to go back and say maybe I would have changed this. It’s a hectic 
moment. 

“I was not really aware at first which guys were on my back. … Out of 
respect to the players that were on the ice, I didn’t want to drop my 
gloves. That really wasn’t an option because of who they had out there 
so I tried to wrestle the guy down. It was a crazy moment, but one that’s 
not rare to happen in a hockey game. That stuff happens. We’ve seen it 
in games since that night and I’m trying to move on from it. I’ve looked at 
it and I’m glad Panarin is doing well.” 

Wilson said he texted Panarin to check on him. 

“He’s better,” Wilson said. “I reached out to him and that’s really what 
matters right now.” 

Asked about the tone of the conversation, Wilson said: “I don’t want to 
get too much into that. That’s personal. I think he’s a player that’s great 
for the game. He’s a great personality. He’s a heck of a player, and I like 
battling against him. I just wanted to send him a text and check-in, and I’ll 
leave it at that.” 

On Tuesday, Capitals coach Peter Laviolette said he spoke to Wilson 
about being under the microscope and that being 6-foot-4, 225-pounds 
can become a factor when there’s a size mismatch in a scrum. 

“You go home in the offseason and you try and get strong, you try and 
get fast,” Wilson said. “There’s guys of all different shapes and sizes that 
play the game of hockey. I’m 6-4, 225 and I guess Lavy’s point is, you 
have to be aware of that.” 

Wilson acknowledged that he’s also had conversations with general 
manager Brian MacLellan, but he declined to go into specifics. 

“There’s been conversations, obviously, with me and our management 
and Lavy,” Wilson said “It’s been a crazy few days, so there’s definitely 

been a lot of conversations. But I’m not going to bring anything that was 
private and talk about this.” 

Wilson, who left Wednesday’s game after the first period with an upper-
body injury, said he will be available for Friday’s game against the Flyers. 

“I’m good to go,” he said. I’m fine. I’m feeling good.” 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: Vegas holds strong at the top, but the 
Hurricanes aren’t far off 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille May 7, 2021 

 

As of seven weeks ago, The Athletic has weekly NHL power rankings. 
Yes, it happened. Yes, we’re using this exact same lede in each one. It’ll 
be 69 weeks in and we’ll still say “As of 69 weeks ago.” Calm down. 
We’re back with another installment, and we’ll be back every week until 
we’re old and grey and tired of ranking teams. 

Here are the basic ground rules.  

The methodology here is as simple as it gets. We each rank the teams, 
from 1-31, then take the average, and voila. (Dom made a dedicated 
spreadsheet for this because of course he did.) It’s not going to be based 
solely on past performance, current hot streaks or future potential. 
Numbers will figure into it prominently, but if you want stat-model stuff, 
we’ve got you covered elsewhere. This is something different. 

From there, we’ll choose 10 or so teams to go back-and-forth on; that 
might be because we disagree on the placement. It might be because we 
each have something meaningful to say. It might be because we each 
want to make jokes about the teams, or each other. We’ll see. 

We want this to be fun, and we’re not locked into a format beyond going 
from No. 1 to No. 31. Some rankings might have themes. Some of those 
themes might be unexpected. If you have ideas — or just suggestions on 
how to make this a destination for you, each Friday — we’d love to hear 
them. You’re why we’re doing this in the first place. 

If two teams are tied, Dom followed his heart in deciding who went first 
because Sean had a bad day and we were both too lazy to think of a 
tiebreaker this week. Sometimes we might add new rules as we see fit. 
For example, we added the tiebreaker rule because ties are stupid and 
don’t belong in this sport. It’ll change every week. 

1. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last week: 1 

Record: 37-13-2, 76 points 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 2 

Dom: Folks, I am back from vacation, ready to rank some teams. I 
noticed in my absence that Colorado was dethroned from the top spot 
and I need to be on the record in saying I unequivocally supported that 
move. So much so that I’m keeping Vegas in the top spot for a second 
straight week. It was supposed to be Carolina, but I am currently mad at 
them. 

Sean: That’s what the power rankings are about, baby — petty score-
settling. I went out of my way to not inform you of the Knights’ ascent last 
week. Honestly, it might not have happened had Ryan S. Clark not 
convinced me … and it might not have stuck, had they not managed to 
beat the Minnesota W*ld on Wednesday night. We love the Golden 
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Knights! We do! But they’re 3-4 against Minnesota this season. Better 
lock down that 1 vs. 4 matchup against the Blues while you can. 

Dom: For those wondering about how strong the friendship is here, Sean 
also went out of his way to not even acknowledge my message saying I 
was taking a week off. No manners on this guy. 

Sean: TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: The message came on Monday. 
Dude was already off. I don’t want any contact with anybody on vacation. 
It was out of respect and possibly love. 

Dom: FOR THE RECORD: My vacation started on Tuesday. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last week: 3 

Record: 36-10-8, 80 points 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 1 

Sean: This was a coin flip for me. I had the Hurricanes at No. 1 early 
because they scooped all their points this week. Now, were they six 
points against junk teams? Yep. Did they end up losing to the 
Blackhawks in overtime while we were writing? Mmhmm. No harm, no 
foul. 

Still was a great week for Andrei Svechnikov. Let’s single him out: two 
goals, three assists, an expected goals percentage over 60. He and 
Martin Necas are going to be a problem for a long time. 

Dom: I also had them first and bet on them to beat the Blackhawks. Then 
they lost to the Blackhawks. So, yes, I was petty enough to drop them 
down a spot.  

Sean: Like I said — score-settling. Time to get revenge on my car’s 
brakes and front rotor, which is why Dom is running the tiebreaker this 
week. 

3. Colorado Avalanche 

Last week: 2 

Record: 34-13-4, 72 points 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom: There was a period of time where the Avalanche were running 
roughshod over every team in its path, dominating the scoring chance 
share by an absurd margin on a nightly basis. I don’t know if they’re 
bored, injured, or tired, but they’re only at a 54.6 percent expected goals 
rate over their last 10 games. Kind of pathetic to be honest. Especially 
when you consider that in the same time frame that’s lower than… the 
Ottawa Senators? Jesus Christ what a weird year. 

Sean: It’s been all downhill since we assigned them that robot emoji. So 
we know backup goalie is an actual issue. What else? Nazem Kadri’s 
numbers over those 10 games aren’t good. He went 19 games without 
scoring before May 4. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last week: 4 

Record: 36-14-3, 75 points 

Dom rank: 4  

Sean rank: 4 

Sean: I talked about this already, but whatever: Dom’s posting power is 
so prodigious that he made the tweet of the week while he was on 
vacation. 

I’m bringing Hedman vs. Fox up again because of Pierre LeBrun’s Norris 
poll. He got answers from all 31 head coaches, and Hedman won handily 
despite being, essentially, worse at everything. Now, coaches don’t vote 
— and it’s frankly hard to imagine them having all that great a handle on 
stuff outside their divisions since they don’t have to think about those 
players — but it still was a helpful, annoying reminder of how rep-based 
this award is. Great as Hedman is, and weird-slash-fake as this season 
seems, he doesn’t deserve this … and I’m starting to think he won’t get it, 
either. 

Dom: Hedman has started to turn his game around again, but there’s still 
far too large of a gap between him and a very strong field. He is great 
and he doesn’t deserve the Norris can both be true. And if Adam Fox 
wins, I hope he mentions that dumb tweet I sent on vacation during his 
acceptance speech. 

5. Boston Bruins 

Last week: 6  

Record: 32-14-7, 71 points 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

Dom: A 64 percent expected goals rate and an 11-2-1 record since the 
trade deadline. The Boston Bruins are going to be a big problem in the 
playoffs and look very much like the top-five team many expected them 
to be before the season started. Who could’ve possibly seen this 
coming? 

Sean: Recycling this. 

David Krejci and Taylor Hall, in 170 5-on-5 minutes together, have been 
on for 14 goals for and one against. Their expected goals percentage is 
greater than 65. Hall has six goals (on 14.6 percent shooting) and five 
assists. Impossible to predict. 

Dom: One day the almighty Power Rankings will be all memes, no 
analysis. Today is, sadly, not that day. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last week: 5 

Record: 34-13-6, 74 points 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

Dom: Just as the prophecy foretold. Before the season started some 
handsome and smart young man said the Leafs were the best team in 
Canada and “it wasn’t even close.” Toronto is now just one point away 
from clinching the North division and as predicted, it hasn’t really been 
close. The Leafs should get through the North in the playoffs, but this is 
the Leafs we’re talking about — something tragically hilarious seems 
bound to happen for what looks to be the best Toronto team in a very 
long time. 

Sean: Someday, your grandson will ask you what it was like to watch 
Connor McDavid score 31 points in a six-game series win over the Maple 
Leafs. 

Dom: 

7. Florida Panthers 

Last week: 9 

Record: 35-14-5, 75 points 

Dom rank: 8  

Sean rank: 7 
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Dom: For a long while we simply haven’t given the Panthers their due in 
these power rankings. That was mostly because we weren’t too sure 
about them after losing star defenceman Aaron Ekblad to injury. The 
Panthers somehow have a better record and better underlying numbers 
since. I’m still very worried about Sergei Bobrovsky as the playoff starter, 
but it’s time to put some respect on their name.  

Sean: I’m with you on Bobrovsky. He’s been at .903 or worse in six of his 
last seven starts, and I’m not going to bet him … ever, I don’t think. But at 
some point, it would’ve been dishonest of us not to acknowledge how 
well they’re performing in basically everything else we use (outside of 
which Twitter accounts are being nice to us) to determine placement 
here. Like, we can’t gas up the Bruins for a 64 xG% and .821 points 
percentage since the deadline, then ignore the team directly behind them 
in both. Which is, you guessed it, the Panthers. 

8. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last week: 7 

Record: 36-16-3, 75 points 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 9 

Sean: Every week, I feel like I end up saying some variation of “Jeff 
Carter was an ideal acquisition for the Penguins,” but … Jeff Carter was 
an ideal acquisition for the Penguins, even before his four-goal Thursday 
against the Sabres. Jim Rutherford’s 2020 deadline forward acquisitions 
— Patrick Marleau, Evan Rodrigues and Conor Sheary — had three. 
Total. In 31 games. 

The guy came into the game second on the team among forwards in 
shot-attempt share and expected goals percentage. The Penguins are 
outscoring opponents 18-5 with him on the ice at 5-on-5. Plus, he fits 
perfectly with Jared McCann. It’s been years since the Penguins had 
forward depth like this. 

9. Washington Capitals 

Last week: 8 

Record: 34-14-5, 73 points 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 8 

Sean: Pretty slow week in D.C. Let’s try this: What event of the last 4-5 
days is most likely to have an actual effect on them in the playoffs? The 
fact that they came out of that Rangers catastrophe with four points 
instead of even three is enormous; they’re in first place in the East — still 
— with a 46 percent chance to stay there. The most points they’ll need 
out of their final three games to clinch is five, and possibly less 
depending on what the Penguins do on Saturday against Buffalo. 

It’s relevant, because (as we’ll discuss shortly) the difference between 
playing Boston in the first round and the Islanders appears to be growing. 

Dom: Every year feels like the year that the Capitals stop winning their 
division and then they go ahead and do it anyway. Washington is 3-4-0 
against Boston and 6-2-0 against the Islanders this season so there’s a 
very clear first-round preference there. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Last week: 10 

Record: 33-14-5, 71 points 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 10 

Dom: I take one week off and Sean has the audacity to not write anything 
about the best team ever? My guy has some nerve. 

The Wild were struggling for a while in terms of out-chancing opponents, 
but they’ve started to come back around of late with a few solid outings. 
That includes two epic multi-goal comeback wins in back-to-back games 
against St. Louis and Vegas over the last week. This team does not quit 
and against all odds has become one of the most exciting teams in 
hockey. 

11. Edmonton Oilers  

Last week: 12 

Record: 32-18-2, 66 points 

Dom rank: 11  

Sean rank: 11 

Sean: What’s your McDavid goal of the week? Chris Tanev’s reaction 
makes this one for me. Just a broken man. Imagine what McDavid’s stats 
would look like if he got to play Mikko Koskinen. 

Dom: I wasn’t here last week, so I’m going to take my pick from there – 
specifically his breakaway marker against the Jets to complete the hat 
trick. It’s the shoulder check to see no one is within a mile for me. 

Sean: He’s over a point per period in his last 22. Just saw that one. No 
big deal. 

12. New York Islanders 

Last week: 11 

Record: 31-17-6, 68 points 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 

Sean: When we started The Rankings, our initial plan was to separate 
teams into weekly tiers, too. “Make it more convoluted,” we said to 
ourselves. That (thankfully) went by the wayside. If we’d gone through 
with it, there’d have been some type of cliff between 12 and 13. The 
Islanders are the last team worth taking seriously. 

And even them! They’ve been, low-key, butt for the last four weeks. 
Since April 6, they haven’t beaten a team other than the Flyers or 
Rangers; since then, they’re 26th in the league in total goals (30), of 
which Kyle Palmieri has one (1). For comparison, the Penguins lead the 
league in that span with 65. The Isles are currently on a three-game 
losing streak to the Sabres and Devils, for god’s sake. Do they stink too? 
They may stink too. 

13. St. Louis Blues 

Last week: 14 

Record: 24-19-8, 56 points 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 13 

Dom: The Islanders, who are 12th in points percentage and have indeed 
looked like butt lately, are still playing at a 103-point pace. The 13th place 
team (not St. Louis) is on pace for 93 somehow. I don’t remember ever 
seeing a gap like that between the actually good teams and the rest. A lot 
of people thought the Blues would be in that former group, but man 
they’ve stunk this year. They have a 46 percent expected goals rate for 
the year and that number has only decreased throughout the season. 
And yet, here they are in 13th because, well, how good is every other 
team after them anyway? 

Sean: I know the underlyings are terrible, but I’ve got to give them some 
credit here — I looked at their schedule a few weeks ago and said, “Oh, 
they’re dead. Wonder how the Coyotes will look against the Avs.” Wrong 
for a couple of reasons. Eight points in four games against Colorado and 
the Wild was a neat little trick. I was wrong! I’m never wrong! 
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14. Nashville Predators 

Last week: 16 

Record: 29-23-2, 60 points 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 15 

Dom: Remember when you ranked the Predators 27th one week? 

Sean: Ah. To be fair, that was at the start of their run, and I was not yet a 
member of the church of Juuse Saros. Since March 1, he’s posted a .939 
save percentage in 23 games. That’s the best of any goalie with at least 
11 starts in that timeframe. Is he … is he going to be a Vezina finalist? 
Because I’m starting to think he sneaks in. If nothing else, he’s going to 
be a problem for the Hurricanes. This is a pro-short goalie space. 

15. Montreal Canadiens  

Last week: 18 

Record: 24-20-9, 57 points 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 14 

Dom: Since Sportsnet’s Chris Johnston called the Montreal Canadiens a 
“juggernaut,” the team has gone 17-19-7. So… that’s not ideal. 

A SHORTENED SEASON REQUIRES US TO DRAW EARLIER 
CONCLUSIONS: THE #HABS LOOK LIKE A JUGGERNAUT. 

— CHRIS JOHNSTON (@REPORTERCHRIS) FEBRUARY 3, 2021 

The Canadiens look likely to limp into the playoffs, and though they’ll be 
healthier and better rested by then, a likely date against the Leafs doesn’t 
bode well for their chances. Montreal is 3-5-1 against Toronto this 
season, boasting a 47 percent expected goals rate at five-on-five. The 
Leafs are one of two teams (Calgary being the other) that the Canadiens 
haven’t been able to control play against. 

16. Winnipeg Jets 

Last week: 15  

Record: 28-21-3, 59 points 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 16 

Sean: It’d be more fun if there were more good teams, but there’s been 
something … reassuring about the Jets’ descent down the escalator over 
the last few weeks. They’ve played 52 games this season and won in 
expected goals at 5-on-5 in 22 of them. Since doing nothing at the trade 
deadline, they’re last in points percentage. “Playoff cannon fodder” is 
what they deserve to be. 

17. New York Rangers 

Last week: 13  

Record: 26-23-6, 58 points 

Dom rank: 17  

Sean rank: 18 

Sean: I’m not going to gin up any more Wilson-Panarin-James Dolan-
Glen Sather takes here, because it’s been a long week, but it really is 
worth noting — the Rangers have been garbahge for a little bit here. In 
their last 10 games, they’re 26th in expected goals percentage, 27th in 
actual goals percentage and 29th in points percentage (six out of 20). I 
don’t think Jeff Gorton should’ve gotten canned, and we all know the 
mitigating circumstances at play but … yeesh. The vibes are abysmal, 
and that’s before you even consider Mark Messier ineffectively 

campaigning for a job on the radio before Gorton could clean out his 
office. 

Dom: In their last 10 games the Rangers lost all three games they had 
against the Islanders. Really makes you wonder where the team would 
be if they just took care of business against the team directly ahead of 
them in the standings – one that has also been slumping hard. Clearly, 
the answer is more will, less skill or whatever. 

18. Dallas Stars  

Last week: 17  

Record: 21-18-14, 56 points 

Dom rank: 18  

Sean rank: 17 

Sean: Nineteen of the Stars’ games have gone to overtime, which is an 
appropriately gigantic number for a team that has a) consistently looked 
out of gas and b) stayed in the playoff race longer than they probably 
should’ve. Lots of extra minutes, and lots of extra points. They’re still 
hanging around, though, since the Preds yakked against the Blue 
Jackets. Bizarre team, bizarre season. 

The “Jason Robertson for Calder” stuff was a fun couple of weeks, 
though. It’s over, but it was fun. 

19. Philadelphia Flyers  

Last week: 22  

Record: 23-23-7, 53 points 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 19 

Dom: The Flyers undeservedly jumped up three spots in the power 
rankings this week despite losing three straight to the Devils last week 
and following up a strong 7-2 win over Pittsburgh with a 7-3 dud a night 
later. This placement is more about a market correction for the teams 
below who no longer have the excuse of “well, they were fighting for a 
playoff spot.” It seems like forever ago that the Flyers were 12-5-3 (yes, 
they were good at one point!) but they’ve lost 70 percent (!!!) of their 
games since. What an absolutely crazy season for them, but in true 
Flyers fashion they end up in their usual spot: right around the middle. 

20. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last week: 20 

Record: 23-25-6, 50 points 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 21 

Sean: The Blackhawks, man. They interest me, and I’m not quite sure 
why. The way Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers cover them has 
something to do with it. Laz came up with 20 stats that define their 
season, and the result was cool. It wasn’t wholly negative or anything — 
but it was a great reminder of how ridiculous their quasi-playoff push 
turned out to be. I’m still not sure how or why it happened. The sheer 
number of things they were terrible at, statistically, was impressive. 
Power-play heaters and over-their-head goalies can get you far, I guess. 

21. Arizona Coyotes 

Last week: 19 

Record: 22-26-6, 50 points 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 20 
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Dom: The Coyotes have been solidly out of the playoff race for just over 
a week now, but Wednesday night it became official with a loss to the 
Kings. The Coyotes have now missed the playoffs in nine straight 
seasons (no, last year does not count because they would’ve missed 
normally and they didn’t bother showing up for the first round anyway), 
with the heroic 2012 run now a fleeting memory.  

It was just a month ago that the team had a 65 percent chance at making 
it, but the team fell flat on its face soon after, going 3-11-1. That’s the 
worst record in the league since. 

To be honest, I’m a little disappointed the Coyotes aren’t going to make 
it. I was really excited to see just how low a team’s first-round playoff 
chances could be. (Just for the record, it would be… seven percent 
against Colorado. Seven). 

22. Calgary Flames 

Last week: 21 

Record: 22-26-3, 47 points 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 22 

Sean: Oh, how surprised I was on Wednesday morning to see that the 
Flames still had a larger-than-zero chance at the fourth playoff spot in the 
North. Oh, how unsurprised I was on Thursday morning to see that they 
lost in regulation to the Jets. Oh, how deeply unsurprised I was to see 
that the Canadiens failed to clinch/put the Flames out of their misery on 
Thursday night.  

Wasn’t all bad this week for the Flames, though; Milan Lucic said he’d 
waive his no-movement clause for the expansion draft. At a minimum, 
that’ll leave Calgary extra protection. At maximum, it’ll get them out from 
under the last two years of his $6 million cap hit. It’s not impossible to 
see someone in Seattle falling in love with the idea of Captain Lucic — 
sort of like how it’s not impossible that the Flames make the playoffs. 

23. San Jose Sharks 

Last week: 25 

Record: 21-26-6, 48 points 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 

Dom: Around the same time that the Coyotes were in the playoff driver’s 
seat, there were some that thought maybe San Jose had a shot. It’s 
really just a testament to how bad St. Louis was at the time, but the Blues 
figured it out and the Sharks – like the Coyotes – immediately face-
planted. The Sharks went 4-10-2 and now have a record that’s a lot 
closer to their overall talent level. To their credit, they had an extremely 
fun comeback win on Wednesday against the Avalanche. That’s enough 
to place them a spot higher than the Kings. 

24. Los Angeles Kings 

Last week: 24 

Record: 21-24-6, 48 points 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

Sean: The Kings are doing the spoiler thing correctly, IMO. They nuked 
the Coyotes’ playoff hopes this week with two regulation wins, and in the 
second, No. 2 pick Quinton Byfield scored his first career point (off a 
face-off win) and Anze Kopitar scored his 1000th (on an empty-net goal). 
Kopitar is the eighth active player to hit his milestone, and Byfield is 
somewhere around the 900th active player to hit his own. Neat. 

I rolled my eyes at this initially, but it makes enough sense. Super-long 
Starbucks order, super-long list of accomplishments for Kopitar. Got it. 

𝐀𝐧𝐳𝐞 𝐊𝐨𝐩𝐢𝐭𝐚𝐫 𝐅𝐚𝐜𝐭𝐬 

SERVING SIZE: 1 

POINTS: 1,000 PIC.TWITTER.COM/W1AY99V44A 

— LA KINGS (@LAKINGS) MAY 6, 2021 

25. Ottawa Senators  

Last week: 26 

Record: 21-27-5, 47 points 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

Dom: Ottawa started the season 2-12-1 and legitimately looked like the 
worst team in hockey. How wrong we all were as the Sens Sickos 
somehow found a way to rally to a respectable record – and a legitimate 
chance of finishing Not Last in the North. That spot seemed all but locked 
up early (I recall giving it a 98 percent chance at one point, oops), but the 
Senators now have a 32 percent chance at finishing sixth and a three 
percent chance at finishing fifth. If you told me they’d go 19-15-4 (that’s a 
91-point pace) after that horrific start I would’ve called you utterly insane. 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last week: 28 

Record: 17-25-12, 46 points 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 26 

Dom: Has anyone made the Patrik “Fourth” Laine joke yet? Oh, everyone 
has? Okay, that’s fine.  

While I’m ordered by analytics cultists everywhere to be naturally 
skeptical of Laine, even I didn’t expect just how awful he would look in 
Columbus. For the season he’s been worth minus-0.7 wins which is 
pretty damn bad for a guy making $6.75 million this year. He’s an RFA at 
year’s end and I don’t even know what you do with him at this point. If 
he’s not producing he’s not worth much. In Columbus, it doesn’t seem 
like he’s in a great position to produce much of anything. He’s playing at 
a 34-point full-season pace. Yikes. 

27. Vancouver Canucks  

Last week: 23 

Record: 20-25-3, 43 points 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 27 

Sean: I’m not sure if “JT Miller is actually Dennis Reynolds” is Wyatt 
Arndt’s creation, but I’m going to give him credit for it. It’s very funny. 

PIC.TWITTER.COM/MSZTZ80NIM 

— WYATT ARNDT (@THESTANCHION) MAY 5, 2021 

What’s also very funny: The possibility that the Canucks broke Mikko 
Koskinen. They scored seven goals on 27 shots against him, spread over 
one game and about eight minutes. Jack Rathbone is scoring goals. 
Everyone is laughing at the Oilers. Not going to get much better this 
season for the Canucks. 

28. Detroit Red Wings 

Last week: 27 

Record: 18-27-9, 45 points 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 
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Sean: Filip Hronek needs one point over the last two games to finish with 
the most on the Red Wings. He’s currently tied with Dylan Larkin, who 
hasn’t played since April 20, at 23. I want this badly for Hronek; he’d join 
The Dick Tarnstrom Club For Relatively Productive Defensemen Who 
Lead Their Awful Team In Scoring. 

29. New Jersey Devils  

Last week: 30 

Record: 19-28-7, 45 points 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 29 

Dom: While I was on vacation I bet on the Devils three straight times 
against the Flyers and they somehow pulled it off each time. They’re a 
bad team, but I’ll never forget that one week in 2021 where I loved them 
dearly. 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Last week: 31 

Record: 15-33-7, 37 points 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 

Sean: I love the Michael Houser story for a bunch of reasons. The dude 
waited nine years and played hundreds of minor-league games before 
his first NHL start, then came out and killed it for a couple of nights. 
Doesn’t matter much whether it lasts (he took his first NHL loss on 
Thursday in his hometown). It’s cool to see. 

Another reason to pay attention: the possibility that the Sabres have 
found some weird new goalie market inefficiency, where they bring up 
random ECHL guys, gas them up for a couple of days, ride that 
adrenaline to wins, cut bait when things go bad and start the cycle again. 
First Tokarski, now Houser. It’s brilliant. 

31. Anaheim Ducks 

Last week: 29 

Record: 17-30-7, 41 points 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Dom: As penance for bailing on Sean last week, I volunteered myself to 
write about the Ducks. It’s an extremely generous thing to do because 
Anaheim might legitimately be the league’s least interesting team (and 
yes, we give them minus points for that). 

Trevor Zegras might be the real deal though. He’s looked dominant since 
coming back to the big leagues, picking up four points in five games, 
posting a nice 69 percent expected goals rate and out-scoring opponents 
5-0. He might already be the Ducks’ best forward. I mean, just look at 
this. 

SO SMOOTH BY TREVOR ZEGRAS 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/O3TDH5SR98 

— DIMITRI FILIPOVIC (@DIMFILIPOVIC) MAY 2, 2021 

The Ducks still need a lot of other pieces (and their other key prospect, 
Jamie Drysdale, hasn’t looked close to NHL-caliber so far), but Zegras 
looks like a very good one. 
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The Athletic / Is sports TV viewership turning the corner? Here’s what the 
experts think 

 

By Richard Deitsch May 7, 2021  

  

As we navigate a global pandemic that has disrupted so many aspects of 
our lives, one of the many things impacted has been sports viewership 
consumption. Most of the jewel sporting events since March 2020 have 
decreased significantly in viewership, including Super Bowl LV in 
February. 

This decline in viewership is why I was so interested in this year’s 
Kentucky Derby. The race portion of last year’s event averaged 9.26 
million viewers on NBC, the least-watched Kentucky Derby on record, 
and down 43 percent in viewership from 2019. It was a stunning number 
for viewership geeks but also explainable: The race was moved from 
May to September, and it lost its place as the first Triple Crown event. 
With the race returning to its normal place in the calendar, how would it 
fare? 

Last week we received the answer. The race portion averaged 14.37 
million viewers on NBC, up a whopping 55 percent in viewership but 
down 12 percent from 2019 (16.34 million viewers). In my opinion, the 
number provides cautious optimism that we will see an uptick for other 
upcoming jewel events. The NFL Draft, which we talk about below, also 
provided some useful data. 

On this note, I wanted to offer some thoughtful perspective on where we 
are headed with sports viewership. For that, I paneled Sports Media 
Watch founder Jon Lewis and Sports Business Daily assistant managing 
editor/digital Austin Karp. Both have written about television viewership 
for multiple decades. Below, is a lightly edited transcript of our 
conversation. 

Let’s start with the NFL Draft. The three days averaged 6.08 million 
viewers across ESPN, ABC and the NFL Network, down from a record 
8.2 million last year, and close to flat from 2019. What does that mean? 

Karp: Thinking about it from a three-day perspective, there’s still interest 
in it as a live event. People will still sit there for five or six hours on a 
Saturday and keep it as background noise. But I think what we really 
need to hone in on is that first round. Think of it like the Oscars. It’s like 
the NFL puts Best Picture, Best Actor, Best Director, all the big 
categories on Thursday night. Then you get Best Cinematography on 
Friday or Saturday. That first-round number, which is what people are 
really paying attention to, that was really strong and ahead of what I 
thought it would be. It wasn’t what it was for the record-setting number in 
2020 when there was absolutely nothing going on, no competition. So I’d 
say thank you to Adam Schefter and Aaron Rodgers for helping boost it 
the first round a little bit. 

As Austin said, the opening night of the draft was huge business for the 
league — 12.6 million viewers across the networks. Should we focus 
more on the first-day number or the entire draft number? 

Lewis: I think you can focus on both. That first night is a massive number 
by any standard. It beats the Oscars, beats pretty much everything else 
on TV. It’s also a pretty safe bet that it will beat some NBA Finals and 
World Series games this year as well. But I do think the three-day 
number matters because the fact is that pace wasn’t sustained in Day 2 
and Day 3. For Day 3, you are obviously talking about the final (four) 
rounds of a three-day draft. The fact that it does as well as it does is 
incredible. But it wasn’t the strongest finish. 

So that tells me there’s not necessarily vulnerability there, but the fact is 
the NFL Network had its least-watched draft telecast in at least nine 
years with Day 3. I don’t think that’s nothing. But again, if you’re the NFL, 
you’re doing backflips that you had the kind of number that you had for 
that first round. What we might be seeing is people are more judicious 
with their viewing. They might tune in for a first round, a big event, and 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 8, 2021 

 

not necessarily stick around as much for the more boring elements that 
second and third night. 

Recent major sports events on TV 

EVENT 2019 VIEWERS 2020 VIEWERS 2021 VIEWERS
 NOTES 

Super Bowl 

98.19M 

100.45M 

91.62M 

2020 season completed before pandemic stoppage 

Daytona 500 

9.17M 

7.33M 

4.83M 

2020 and 2021 races interrupted by rain 

NCAA MBB title game 

19.63M 

N/A 

16.92M 

2020 tournament not played 

NCAA WBB title game 

3.69M 

N/A 

4.08M 

2020 tournament not played 

Masters final round 

10.8M 

5.61M 

9.45M 

2020 tournament moved to November 

NFL Draft first round 

11.10M 

15.26M 

12.52M 

2020 was a record-high amid little competition 

Kentucky Derby 

16.34M 

9.3M 

14.4M 

2020 race moved to September 

Day 3 of the NFL Draft was down, as you guys said. Jon reported that 
Saturday’s final round averaged 2.71 million viewers, down 35 percent in 
viewership from last year and 14 percent from 2019. It was the least-
watched final day of the draft since 2017. There is no spinning that if you 
are the NFL. But they’re still drawing some 2.7 million viewers across 

three networks for Day 3 of an NFL Draft, a non-game. How many 
sporting properties would kill for 2.7 million viewers? 

Karp: The answer to your question is every league would kill for that 
number. Any property would kill for that number. But what Jon said is 
true. NFL Network on its own was down significantly on Saturday. ESPN 
was similarly down significantly on Saturday. But you’re also throwing the 
event on ABC now, where for many years it did not have that broadcast 
TV presence. So you are getting the three-network exposure. They’re 
trying these gimmicky things and maybe they can tinker with it. Network 
execs still have to be happy, advertisers have to be happy, and the 
league has to be happy. 

My thesis, rightly or wrongly, was that how the Kentucky Derby did this 
year was going to be an indicator for how we might see viewership later 
on in the year for what I would call the jewel events. Jewel events to me 
are things like the NBA Finals, the Stanley Cup Final, the Major League 
Baseball All-Star Game, golf majors, the Coca-Cola 600, the Olympics, 
etc. … So the Kentucky Derby averaged 14.4 million viewers and peaked 
at 15.7 million during the race. That makes me cautiously optimistic 
about some of the other numbers we’re going to see later this year. What 
did you think of the Derby viewership number? 

Lewis: I thought it was a very strong number given everything. The fact 
that they were able to basically recoup nearly all of their losses from last 
year in terms of viewership was about as good as NBC could have hoped 
for. I was thinking maybe 11, 12 or 13 million. I had said to your 
colleague Bill Shea at The Athletic that I thought maybe it might beat the 
Oscars and the NFL Draft and then by the time of the race I was actually 
second-guessing myself because I’m like, there’s no hype for this. Horse 
racing doesn’t generally get a lot of hype, and we’re still dealing with the 
conditions of everything. Then for it to get 14 million, I was pretty 
surprised by that. That was a very strong number. I don’t necessarily 
know how much of a harbinger that will be for the NBA and Stanley Cup, 
but I do think it was a strong number for the Derby. 

Karp: I was surprised as well. I did not think it would do that strong a 
number. I think it does go to reinforce that there is pent-up demand for 
watching a normal sporting event. It wasn’t a packed house at Churchill 
Downs, but you had the pomp and pageantry and the hats, and kind of 
that semblance of normalcy, kind of like the draft did with people giving 
Roger Goodell high-fives. I think it might be a harbinger of some better 
numbers. I don’t know if that’s going to help the NHL, but I think it could 
help the NBA. I think it could help the Olympics. It could help the MLB All-
Star Game. We didn’t even see Wimbledon last year, so could it help 
something like that? And I think if we see a normal schedule for the start 
of college football, I think you’ll see an uptick to start that season. 

The Kentucky Derby didn’t return to pre-2019 levels, but 2021’s number 
has to be considered a success for NBC. (Michael Clevenger and O’Neil 
Arnold / USA Today) 

The NBA and NHL postseasons will be, for the most, back in their regular 
windows. There are certain changes to both playoff structures and we 
are dealing with minimal fans. Give me some of the things you’re thinking 
about in terms of potential viewership here. 

Karp: I’ll start with the NBA. It’s going to be name-driven, like it is a lot of 
times. People want to see LeBron (James) play, and they’re going to 
want to see some of the bigger names. You’re going to see Kevin Durant, 
Kyrie Irving and James Harden for the first time in the playoffs with the 
Nets. Something I’m really paying attention to are the Knicks. If they can 
make a run here and make it to maybe the Eastern Conference 
semifinals or finals, you’re going to see a huge number coming out of the 
New York market. That’s really going to help boost some of those 
numbers. 

Lewis: It would be absolutely shocking if the ratings of the NBA Finals 
were not up double digits. But there’s a big difference between being up 
the way the Derby was or the Masters (final round) was and small double 
digits. The NBA’s second round would normally be underway right now. 
By the time the playoff starts, knock on wood that everything starts as 
scheduled, that’s going to be around the time the conference finals would 
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usually start. You’re going to have first-round games on Memorial Day. 
The NBA Finals started the day after Memorial Day back in 2019. So it is 
sort of a normal time of year for the NBA and obviously a much better 
time of year than last year, if only just because they don’t have to go up 
against the NFL. Last year if they had had the Finals out of the way by 
maybe Week 1 of the NFL season, I think they would have gotten some 
better numbers. Nothing dramatically better, but still better than what they 
got. So time of year matters. 

Austin was talking about how we might see Durant, Harden and Kyrie. I 
mean, are we sure? Are we sure everyone is going to be healthy? What 
about COVID protocol? We have seen this impact teams already with 
Dennis Schröder out. Zach LaVine and the Bulls were in the playoff hunt 
and then he was out with COVID protocol. I would be shocked if there 
wasn’t at least one key player who had to miss a round with COVID. 
What if it is a star? 

This isn’t an Albert Einstein take by me, but I have written often that if the 
Knicks could ever sustain consistent winning, if the Bulls could do the 
same, and if the Warriors returned to full health, it would have a massive 
impact on the league’s viewership numbers. You’d have two major 
markets more East than West, which the league desperately needs for 
television draws. Maybe Brooklyn will ultimately be that. Both of you 
know that for five years the Warriors were essentially your best television 
team. They helped carry the league from 2015 to 2019. People forget 
that the NBA Finals had 31 million viewers for Game 7 of the 2016 Finals 
between the Warriors and Cavs. There are things that would change the 
equation for the league, and you hit it with the Knicks. The market has 
not been in play in forever. Imagine if the Knicks win a round or two. 

Karp: I mean, can you imagine a Knicks-Nets series? ESPN or TNT 
would love to have a piece of that and it would be huge. I think in the last 
week of the season there is a Lakers-Knicks game that could be TNT’s 
best regular-season game if LeBron is back, in particular. A strong 
Knicks team could really help the league out. Just as far as the playoffs 
go, from a 30,000-foot level, Jon hit on something that is interesting in 
the timing. 

With everything sliding back, you’re going to have to look at HUT (houses 
using televisions) levels as we get deeper into the playoffs. Because as 
you get deeper into June, people are out of school, people are going on 
vacation, so there might be less television watching, which is what we 
typically see during the summer. That could hurt numbers on top of the 
fact that TV is fragmented, media viewing is fragmented, and that is 
across sports. People are just watching less of all of it. There are so 
many mitigating factors. 

In a name- and team-driven NBA, who gets into the playoffs and who’s 
able to be on the court will be a major factor for ratings. (Gary A. 
Vasquez / USA Today) 

What do you guys think of the NHL postseason? 

Lewis: I think it’s hard to get a feel generally because you don’t see local 
ratings anymore. Obviously, we all know those local ratings across the 
board have to be tanking with the amount of difficulty they’re having 
getting into people’s homes. And the national ratings really aren’t very 
good at all. Neither the NHL nor the NBA are really doing so hot this 
season. I think the NBA is faring a little bit better than the NHL. I think the 
NHL has really had a very quiet, forgettable year. 

I may be projecting a bit, but I don’t know how much faith everyone has 
in the NHL’s idea. Do you really think you’re going to be able to make this 
work in a way that feels right? Because a Canadian team playing in the 
States at a neutral site (which would likely happen in the semifinals), it’s 
just going to be kind of odd. Then the changes to the divisions, so the 
fact that you haven’t had anyone (play a team) outside of their own 
division all season. With the NBA, at least, you’ve had teams playing 
each other in a semi-normal fashion. I get the sense that between the 
NHL and the NBA, I feel like the NHL is going to have an even tougher 
road in this postseason because it’s just been so different. 

Karp: The NHL is going to get a string one day where it’s going to be 
some Canadian teams in the finals. NBC has not really had to deal with a 
whole lot of that. They haven’t had to deal with Canadian teams winning 
it and they very rarely have had to deal even with a Canadian team 
making the Stanley Cup final (— only once since 2008). They’ve been 
very lucky in that regard viewership-wise. If you start seeing a bunch of 
Montreal-Vancouver finals, that’s going to hurt (viewership in the U.S.) 
significantly. Like Jon said, I’m much more bullish on the NBA versus the 
NHL in terms of postseason success. 

Let’s finish up with the Olympics. The Tokyo Olympics at the moment are 
scheduled for July 23 to Aug. 8. We can argue philosophically, morally or 
on a humanistic level whether the Games should happen, but for this 
conversation we are talking about viewership. The Olympics have always 
been a communal experience. It’s something that has brought us 
together. That’s the positive for NBC. On the other hand, people are 
tired. The pandemic’s taken a lot out of all of us. Sports viewership 
numbers have been down and the Olympics are a big-time viewership 
commitment. How do you view the prospect right now of a Tokyo 
Olympics? 

Lewis: I think it’ll be like the Oscars. I feel like it’s going to be a pretty 
steep decline. I think we are looking at an Oscars/NBA Finals decline. I 
think it was going to be a pretty steep decline even in the alternate 
universe of COVID never existing if the Olympics took place in 2020. 
Now it is a year out of schedule. So it’s been five years since the last 
summer Olympics and three years since the last Olympics overall. You’re 
probably not going to have hugely packed stadiums and maybe you don’t 
have fans at all. You don’t have Michael Phelps, you don’t have Usain 
Bolt. You do have Simone Biles, but you need Phelps and Bolt, too. One 
person can’t anchor an Olympics. So I think it’ll make Rio, which was a 
pretty shockingly low number at the time, look like Atlanta or Los Angeles 
by comparison. 

Karp: I think Jon hit it on the head there. I think right off the bat you’ll see 
the least-watched Opening Ceremony ever. Outside of Katie Ledecky, I 
can’t really name anybody in the swim team. I know it’s May. I know we 
really haven’t had the U.S. trials yet. But that’s the first week of the 
Olympics, and you’re going to see a pretty sharp drop-off there. I really 
don’t know too many members of the USA Track and Field team yet. 
Again, we haven’t had the Trials or there hasn’t been that mass 
marketing push. Is there going to be a mass marketing push behind any 
individuals? It’s a very name-driven thing, and this is the first time in 15 or 
20 years that we’re not going to have Phelps there. We are not going to 
have a Usain Bolt with appointment viewing. You always knew during 
these things that Michael Phelps’ race was coming on and he’s got that 
chance at X number of golds. Same with Bolt. That was destination 
viewing. I just don’t know that NBC’s going to have that for these Games. 
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The Athletic / DGB Grab Bag: The 12 fans you have to meet in every 
suspension debate 

 

By Sean McIndoe May 7, 2021 134  

 

One of this week’s biggest stories was the latest Tom Wilson 
controversy, as the Capitals’ power forward was in the middle of yet 
another incident, this time against the Rangers on Monday night. Where 
some fans and media saw a standard if somewhat heated hockey scrum, 
others saw something bordering on assault; some wanted a lengthy 
suspension, others seemed willing to shrug the whole thing off. As 
always, the Department of Player Safety managed to satisfy exactly 
nobody, handing down a meager fine and ensuring that things would get 
silly. 
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And through it all, the hockey world erupted in debate. If it all felt familiar, 
well, of course it was. We do this a few times a season, often involving 
Wilson. And by now, we pretty much all know our roles. 

But maybe you don’t. If you’re new to all of this, you might be wondering 
how you can contribute. So today, let’s run through the options with a list 
of the 12 types of fans who must show up during any suspension debate. 
Browse the options, pick the one you like, and you’ll be ready to go when 
the next controversy erupts. Just be quick, because it will probably be 
this weekend. 

The First Responder: This is the first fan to react to any given incident, 
usually in real time as it’s happening. You’ll encounter their response 
before you see what actually happened, and it will color your view of 
everything that follows. There is a 90 percent chance that they will 
convince you that the incident involved somebody performing a “Mortal 
Kombat” finisher. 

The Freeze-Frame Artist: So you think that hit was high, or from behind, 
or made contact with the head? Well, maybe this fuzzy screen grab will 
change your mind. Sure, this particular image is actually from the 
pregame warmup of a different game from a different season, but I think 
it speaks for itself. 

The Neutral Fan: Yes, this fan cheers for one of the teams involved, but 
that doesn’t mean they’re biased, and they’re offended that you would 
think that. They’ve simply analyzed the situation in a neutral and 
detached manner, and come to the conclusion that this is either the 
single worst or greatest moment in NHL history. 

The What-About: Oh, you didn’t like that hit? Well did you also criticize 
the Wayne Maki/Ted Green stick-swinging incident in 1969? Oh you 
didn’t, because you weren’t born yet, how interesting. 

The Rules Lawyer (Who Is Wrong): See, a lot of people don’t know this, 
but the rulebook doesn’t say anything leaving your feet on a hit being 
bad, and you’re allowed five strides before it’s charging, and it can’t be a 
headshot if you’re tall. A lot of people don’t know this because it isn’t true. 

“You’d Love Him If He Were on Your Team”: This person is very proud of 
themselves for understanding how fandom works. 

The Hypothetical: OK but what if instead of Tom Wilson or whoever, it 
was Connor McDavid? And what if instead of whatever they did, they did 
something else? And what if instead of hockey, we were playing “Zork” 
on a mainframe computer in 1978? Really makes you think. 

The Two Guys Who Will Keep Arguing in Your Mentions Forever: These 
guys – and yes, they are always guys – will jump into somebody else’s 
discussion, then immediately pair off like Scott Stevens and Dave 
Manson on St. Patrick’s Day. They will go back and forth with 
increasingly personal insults and will reply-all on each and every one of 
them. They do not care that nobody else is acknowledging them. They 
will continue to argue until the sun explodes. 

The Crazy Owner Who Releases a Weird Statement and Then Randomly 
Fires Everyone: This one might be slightly rarer than the other ones. 

The One Who Wants Somebody to Send Them the Clip: If you’re online 
when an incident happens, your entire timeline will be nothing but people 
posting the same three clips over and over, and then this one fan who 
somehow hasn’t seen any of it and has no idea where to look. Just send 
them the fight scene from “Youngblood” and they’ll go away. 

The Fan Who Actually Played the Game: Did you ever play the game? 
This fan played the game. They understand the game, because they 
played the game, unlike you, who never played the game. Specifically, 
they played half a season of rec league and then got kicked off the team 
for never bringing the beer. 

The Reasonable One: Ha. 

The three stars of comedy 

The third star: Remembering a legend — Look, was it the best NHL team 
Twitter moment of the month? Put it this way: could have been worse! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO A #CANES LEGEND   
PIC.TWITTER.COM/83AM5ATFSB 

— X – CAROLINA HURRICANES (@CANES) APRIL 19, 2021 

The second star: Elvis Merzlikins is missing something — Sometimes 
those deadline deals leave a void, and you just have to do what you have 
to do. 

MERZLIKINS WITH AN HOMAGE TO NICK FOLIGNO IN HIS POST 
WIN CELEBRATION. #SOLOJUMPHUGS #CBJ 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/DWKJJAHCJU 

— ALISON (@ALISONL) APRIL 28, 2021 

The first star: Rick Jeanneret seems different — I have no idea what’s 
happening here but I appreciate the effort, and at least it’s a classic 
Jeanneret clip featuring Rob Ray that didn’t involve anyone being naked 
from the waist up. 

WE'RE SPEECHLESS JUST LIKE RJ.  #LETSGOBUFFALO 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/GQEKPMQPXQ 

— BUFFALO SABRES (@BUFFALOSABRES) APRIL 23, 2021 

Trivial annoyance of the week 

I’m into hockey history. I may have mentioned this once or twice, I can’t 
remember. If there’s a neat historical factoid or tidbit, I want to hear it. 
And that’s especially true if somebody does something that’s rare or 
unprecedented. 

So I love it when the NHL digs into its own history. And they’ve been 
doing a lot of it lately, especially on their various Twitter accounts. You’ll 
see stuff like this: 

CONNOR MCDAVID POSTED 1-2—3 THROUGH THE FIRST TWO 
PERIODS TO REACH THE 90-POINT MARK (30-60—90 IN 50 GP). 
WILL HE HIT 100 THROUGH 2020-21’S 56-GAME SEASON? 
#NHLSTATS PIC.TWITTER.COM/FCP1XTB4YG 

— NHL PUBLIC RELATIONS (@PR_NHL) MAY 4, 2021 

Or this… 

NATHAN MACKINNON HAD AN ASSIST ON THE @AVALANCHE’S 
FIRST GOAL TO EXTEND HIS ROAD POINT STREAK TO A CAREER-
HIGH 17 GAMES (8-18—26). #NHLSTATS 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/QHNJHTUF0A 

— NHL PUBLIC RELATIONS (@PR_NHL) MAY 4, 2021 

Or this… 

KIRILL KAPRIZOV OF THE @MNWILD NEEDS TWO GOALS TO 
REACH 25 ON THE SEASON (23-20—43 IN 50 GP). #NHLSTATS 

 : MIN VS. VGK AT 8 P.M. ET ON BSWI+, BSN+, ATTSN-RM, NBCSN 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/PZQ2LCTSDB 

— NHL PUBLIC RELATIONS (@PR_NHL) MAY 3, 2021 

Cool, right? Mostly. But there’s something that’s bugging me, and maybe 
you’ve already caught it. 

What’s with the arbitrary cutoffs? 

These stats all look impressive until you read the fine print. For McDavid, 
we’re only going back to 1991. MacKinnon stops at 1986. Kaprizov is 
1996. That’s not history. That’s a slice of history. You’re not telling the 
whole story. 

There’s no mystery as to why the NHL is doing this. When it comes to the 
record book, especially on the offensive side, you kind of have to ignore 
pretty much all of the 1970s and 80s if you want anything that happens 
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today to look impressive. That’s what happens when your scoring rates 
plummet and you don’t do anything about it for two decades. 

Still, it’s weird, right? The league is just pretending a whole big chunk of 
its history didn’t happen, including Bobby Orr, Phil Esposito, Mike Bossy, 
Marcel Dionne and most of Wayne Gretzky. I appreciate that they’re at 
least apparently trying to stick to five-year increments — the trend is 
spreading now, and other outlets aren’t even bothering with that. But it’s 
got to be confusing for newer fans who seem to remember that this 
Gretzky guy was supposed to be good. 

I’d rather just get the real numbers, but I understand why the league 
would want to whitewash the dead puck era stuff. So instead, why not 
just go back to 2004, call it the Cap Era, and use that everywhere? Or 
maybe use 2000 and call it the best of the century or whatever. It still 
drives home how impressive McDavid and friends have been, and it 
won’t make us squint at your graphic to try to put it in context. 

Obscure former player of the week 

A few weeks ago on the podcast, Ian and I were discussing obscure 
players who hold impressive NHL records. One listener sent in a great 
suggestion that we missed, so I’ll use him here. Let’s talk about Mikko 
Leinonen. 

Leinonen was a Finnish center who made a name for himself in Europe 
in the late 1970s and represented Finland at the 1980 Olympics. That 
earned him the attention of North American pro teams, and in 1981 he 
signed as a free agent with the Rangers. He was 26 by then, and played 
almost the entire season in the NHL, recording 11 goals and 31 points. 
He improved the following year, with 17 goals and 51 points, but that 
would be his peak; after two more partial seasons with the Rangers and 
Capitals, he headed back home in 1985. That was it for this NHL career, 
one that lasted 162 games. 

Well, 162 regular-season games. But it’s the playoffs where Leinonen 
made his mark on history. He played 20 playoff games, and only one was 
especially notable. That came in just his second postseason appearance, 
Game 2 of a first-round series between the Rangers and Flyers in 1982. 
After Philadelphia had taken Game 1, the Rangers rolled to a big win in 
Game 2, taking it by a 7-3 final. And it was Leinonen who led the way, 
with an assist in the first period, three more in the second, and then two 
more in the final frame. That added up to a six-assist night, the first time 
that had ever happened in NHL playoff history. 

Wayne Gretzky eventually tied the record in 1987, but he remains the 
only other member of the six-assists-in-a-playoff-game club. And the way 
things are going, it will stay that way until Connor McDavid finishes his 
third shift of this year’s postseason. 

Classic YouTube clip breakdown 

It didn’t involve any fights or firings, but maybe the most important news 
of the last week was the formal arrival of the Seattle Kraken as the 
league’s 32nd franchise. Granted, we all knew this was coming, and the 
news was really about a check clearing to make it all official. But it’s still a 
big milestone and not an easy one to each. 

So today, let’s recognize the newest team to join the NHL by 
remembering one that didn’t quite make it. Oh, they tried. Like a Buffalo 
Sabres playoff push, they gave it their all but fell just short at the end. But 
they shouldn’t be forgotten, especially when they had such a rocking 
name. 

Yes, it’s time to talk about the Hampton Roads Rhinos, and their quest to 
become an NHL team in the late 1990s. This was absolutely a real thing, 
and while I’d be lying if I told you it came all that close to happening, we 
can at least acknowledge that attempts were made. Not great attempts, 
mind you, but attempts. 

I will now pause so you can all google “Hampton Roads real city where”. 

Turns out, it’s in Virginia. Specifically, we’re really talking about Norfolk 
here, with Hampton Roads being the nearby harbor that the team would 
borrow its name from. Norfolk is a city of about 250,000 people, making it 

roughly a third the size of the NHL’s smallest existing market, Winnipeg. 
You may already be spotting a problem here. Hold that thought. 

Our clip today is an interview with a man named George Shinn. He’s one 
of a long line of guys who tried to get their hands on NHL teams in the 
early years of the Gary Bettman era, with one notable exception: He 
actually has money. At the time all this goes down, Shinn owns the 
NBA’s Charlotte Hornets, and he’s decided that he’d like to add the NHL 
to his portfolio. Does he have a viable market, a business plan or support 
from the league? He does not, thanks for asking, but he’s not going to let 
those minor details stop him. 

In this clip, Shinn is being interviewed by a local news station on the 
heels of some bad news: The NHL has just rejected his bid for an 
expansion team. It’s February 1997, and the NHL is in the process of 
awarding what will turn out to be four new franchises. They’re not there 
yet, but they’ve narrowed the list down to six options, and Hampton 
Roads isn’t one of them. 

I’m realizing this sounds like some weird rich guy decided he wanted to 
put a hockey team in his tiny town, and the NHL just rolled its eyes at 
him. That’s … well, that is kind of what happened. But at the time, Shinn 
was given a real shot to make his case. He presented his vision to the 
league, and it was one that included a team name, logo and a cool purple 
color scheme. It really was a whole thing. 

But now the NHL has said no, and Shinn is on TV to concede defeat. 
Except he’s not. Instead, he basically uses this interview to announce 
that he’s got a Plan B: He’ll just poach some other team instead. That’s 
where our clip begins, with Shinn pretty much calling his shot on how 
he’ll “aggressively pursue an existing team”. 

Speaking of aggressive, we cut to the studio where some guy named 
Bruce is standing three inches from the virtual screen and looking like he 
wants to fight Shinn. This is my absolute favorite part of the clip. I get that 
he’s in front of a green screen and having to fake it, but dial it down a few 
notches, Bruce. This man has just had his dream crushed, no need to go 
full Biff Tannen on him. 

Bruce wants to know which team George is trying to steal, and how much 
it will cost. George doesn’t want to say, but this is the period when the 
Whalers were up for grabs, and it’s pretty clear that’s who he’s referring 
to. George tries to mumble about keeping things confidential, but Bruce-
Biff immediately knocks the lunch tray out of his hands and tells him the 
NHL owners will block him, which … yeah, that does seem like it would 
be a dealbreaker. 

George tries to stay optimistic. But at this point, we get to some B-roll 
footage of his previous presentations and you’re going to be distracted by 
the fact that he apparently brought a life-sized cutout of a rhino to a press 
conference. 

Hey, here’s a thing I just learned about George Shinn: One of his kids 
was the lead singer of the band Live. Sort of. Chris Shinn took over after 
the original guy left. This feels like a missed opportunity, we could have 
had this guy show up and perform “Lightning Crashes” after the 2019 
Blue Jackets series. 

We get some more talk about arenas and outside consultants, but even 
George doesn’t seem to be buying his own sales pitch. Sure enough, this 
is just about the last we’d hear about the Hampton Roads Rhinos. The 
league never seriously considered them again, for reasons outlined in 
this 1997 article which I highlight only because it includes one of the best 
Gary Bettman quotes ever: “I wouldn’t go looking for ghosts and shadows 
in Hampton Roads.” Is that a Springsteen lyric? I know a lead singer who 
could make it work. 

This is normally where the epilogue would go, but this story doesn’t really 
have one. The Whalers moved to Carolina, the NHL expanded to four 
new cities later that year, and the Rhinos do not exist. Shinn’s reputation 
took a beating in the years to come; he had ugly legal troubles and was 
accused of racist remarks, and eventually moved the Hornets to New 
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Orleans after wearing out his welcome in Charlotte. All told, I think it’s fair 
to say the NHL made the right call on this guy. 

We wrap up with several seconds of staring into the middle distance and 
blinking in silence, which is honestly how every clip in this section should 
end. 
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The Athletic / ‘He’s our guardian angel’: How retiring NHL linesman 
Pierre Racicot honors his fallen friend 

 

Michael Russo May 7, 2021  

 

Pierre Racicot and Stephane Provost began a ritual on May 11, 1999, 
when Provost’s first daughter, Ashley, was born. 

Racicot showed up at the Weston, Fla., hospital with a cooler of beer and 
the best friends and on-ice partners shared lots of laughs, talked 
excitedly about the future and toasted fatherhood as they anxiously 
awaited Ashley’s arrival. 

Six months later, when Racicot’s son was ready to arrive, Provost 
dropped by the hospital with a cooler of beer. The 32-year-old NHL 
linesmen yukked it up over a couple of cold ones as they waited for 
Harrison to be born. 

Five years later, when Provost’s wife, Sandra, was in labor with the 
couple’s second daughter, Reily, the tradition continued. 

“The nurses looked at us and go, ‘OK, you guys, what’s this all about? 
Who brings beer to a hospital?’” Racicot recalls with a hearty laugh. “But 
that was our ritual. The doctor would come in and go, ‘OK, it’s time.’ I’d 
say, ‘All right, I’ll be outside.’ And Steph would say, ‘I’ll see you in a few 
minutes.’ 

“My God,” Racicot says, “Ashley and Reily … they were Daddy’s girls.” 

That’s why, from the moment Racicot received the horrifying phone call 
in the early-morning hours of April 22, 2005, he made it his life’s work to 
ensure that his best friend’s proudest achievements would always be 
taken care of. 

“He’s our guardian angel,” Ashley says. “Pierre’s honestly like our second 
dad.” 

It’s been 16 years since Provost died in a motorcycle accident just a mile 
from his home. Saturday night, before the Tampa Bay Lightning-Florida 
Panthers game at BB&T Center in Sunrise, Racicot will join fellow NHL 
linesman Jonny Murray and referees Kelly Sutherland and Frederick 
L’Ecuyer at the center-ice faceoff dot just after the national anthem to 
perform the same pregame ritual that officials have done before every 
NHL game since. 

They’ll tap their left arms. They’ll tap the NHL crest over their hearts. 
They’ll squeeze their fists together. 

And, together, they’ll say, “Steph.” 

Alone with his thoughts and for the final time as an NHL official, Racicot 
will then skate away and touch the patch on his shoulder where his best 
friend’s No. 72 used to be, then point to the sky. 

“It’s always been my way of saying, ‘OK, Steph. You’re still here with 
me,’” Racicot says. “I think of Steph every day. And I thank him every day 
for being who I am today because he made me a way better person. He 
knew how to laugh, how to have fun. He took a big bite out of life.” 

Racicot’s last game fittingly comes inside an arena that’s 15 minutes 
from the front door of his house and where he used to work many 
Panthers home games alongside his best friend, the bubbly, laugh-out-
loud funny, fellow French Canadian. 

In Val-d’Or, Quebec, where Sandra, Ashley and Reily Provost moved 
three years after Stephane’s death, the TV will be tuned into Racicot’s 
final game. 

“We have friends here that text us every time, ‘Oh my God, did you see 
who’s the (linesman) tonight?’” Ashley Provost says. “My grandpa (Phil) 
is obsessed with hockey and he will always watch the games that Pierre 
is in. We love telling everybody, ‘Hey, we know him. He’s family to us. … 
He’s putting my sister and me through university.’” 

When Racicot steps on the ice Saturday night, it’ll be his 1,880th regular-
season game. That ranks 12th all-time among NHL linesmen, in spite of 
his losing a bunch of games because of three NHL lockouts and two 
shortened seasons due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

He has officiated 254 playoff games and is tied for 10th all-time with 10 
Stanley Cup Finals appearances. He worked the 2004 and 2016 World 
Cup of Hockey, the 2006 Winter Olympics in Turin, Italy, the 2009 All-
Star Game in his hometown of Montreal and two outdoor games, 
including the 2012 Winter Classic between the New York Rangers and 
Flyers at Citizens Bank Park in Philadelphia. 

Ask fellow officials about Racicot, and they’ll call him “the happiest man 
in hockey” and “the chairman of the fun committee.” 

“He is so revved up for just going and doing the game,” says former 
referee Brad Watson, now an NHL officiating manager. “We got to work a 
lot of playoff games together. We worked multiple finals, and he’s the 
type of guy that wanted every series to go Game 7. He doesn’t want it to 
go 4. He wants the challenge and the excitement of working every game 
when it most matters. And he brought that into the dressing room and he 
brought that on the ice. 

“He always has a big smile. It’s infectious. In fact, that was Steph to a T, 
too.” 

That helps explain how Provost, a former firefighter, and Racicot, a 
former criminal psychologist in the Quebec prison system, became 
brothers in arms. 

Back in the mid- to late-1990s and early 2000s, NHL linesmen often were 
paired together, so if the 6-foot-6 Racicot was assigned to a game, his 
buddy Provost would often be his sidekick. 

They were the same age. They were both from Montreal. They were 
hired by the NHL a year apart, Racicot in 1993, Provost in 1994. 

When the NHL was looking for officials to move to different parts of North 
America to make travel simpler, Racicot moved to South Florida in 1996. 
Provost followed a year later. 

Racicot and Provost lived a mile apart. If they were assigned the same 
game, they’d travel together, whether it was car-pooling to Miami Arena 
or just around the corner from their Weston homes when the Panthers 
built their new barn in Sunrise, to Fort Lauderdale airport to catch a flight. 

But it was during their 250-mile car rides across Alligator Alley on the 
way to Tampa where their friendship blossomed. They’d laugh and laugh 
and laugh. 

“We would just talk about anything and everything,” Racicot says. “He 
taught me how to live life with a smile on my face. He was a big kid at 
heart.” 

Provost became “Uncle Steph” to Harrison, now 21. Racicot and his wife, 
Kathy, who’s a fashion designer, became Reily’s godparents. 

“Steph was such a fun human being, and an exceptional linesman,” 
Racicot says of his friend, who worked 695 games. “Right now, we hire a 
lot of ex-players that transition into officiating. Steph played major junior 
hockey. He played in the (Quebec League). He went to the Canadiens 
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training camp, and we didn’t really have guys that played super high-level 
hockey back then. And he just loved everything about our job. He loved 
breaking up fights. We both did, and in the ’90s, there were a lot of 
them.” 

Stephane Provost, left, and Pierre Racicot. (Courtesy Pierre Racicot) 

Provost’s death happened during the NHL lockout of 2004-05. And while 
Racicot was heartbroken, he also was motivated to make a difference in 
the lives of his friend’s daughters. “Pierre took charge,” Watson says, and 
started a fund to provide college scholarships for the two girls, who were 
almost 6 and 10 months old when their father died. 

There was no GoFundMe back then, so Racicot sought donations. 

When the lockout ended, Provost’s 80-member brotherhood arrived in 
Collingwood, Ontario, just north of Toronto, for training camp in the fall of 
2005. The refs and linesmen wondered what they could do to honor 
Provost’s memory and create a legacy for future officials while supporting 
the two girls. 

“One guy said, ‘Why don’t we play cards?’” Racicot says. “It was perfect. 
Steph loved cards, and that’s how it started. But I never thought it would 
evolve into what it has.” 

It’s considered the most fun night of every NHL Officials Association 
training camp, which used to take place in Toronto and now occurs in 
Buffalo, N.Y., before each season. And they’ve raised enough money to 
send both of Provost’s daughters to four years of university and they’ve 
expanded their giving to others, as well. 

Not every official plays. But the group gets 100 percent participation in 
terms of $50 buy-ins. Refs and linesmen, vice president of officiating 
Stephen Walkom and his officiating manager crew and NHL senior 
staffers from the NHL’s Department of Player Safety in New York and 
Situation Room in Toronto take part in the evening and can re-buy as 
many times as they want. Some guys will buy-in six, seven, eight times, 
and that money adds up quickly. 

The NHL provides all the food and drinks, and there are prizes. Racicot 
has even made silver World Series bracelets for the winners. 

Most special, before the night begins, they play a highlight video of 
Provost’s career, and Racicot asks Provost’s daughters to update the 
officials on where they’re at in their lives. Ashley and Reily then wish the 
officials well for a great hockey season. 

Ashley, who turns 22 on Tuesday, attended University of Ottawa for two 
years, then transferred to Université du Québec en Abitibi-
Témiscamingue (UQAT) in Rouyn-Noranda, where she has one 
semester left. Because of a shortage of teachers in the area, she has 
already started her career as an English teacher. Her mom is also a 
teacher. 

Reily, now 16, is starting to think about where to go to college. 

“We are so grateful,” Ashley says. “Our mom was alone. At my age right 
now, I look back and I can’t imagine how stressful it was for her to lose 
our dad and how hard it must have been to think of a future for you and 
your daughters when you’re by yourself now. It makes me emotional to 
think about. For Pierre to devote the rest of his career to making sure she 
had enough for her daughters, it shows what type of heart he has. I feel 
like it lifted a huge weight off my mom’s shoulders.” 

Watson gets emotional when he sees the video every year. “What Pierre 
spearheaded, having that poker night and rallying around those girls, I 
mean, they’re like our little kids. We’ve watched them grow up.” 

In 2018, when former referee Mick McGeough, who was working as an 
officiating manager for the league at the time, died unexpectedly, 
Racicot’s first thought was to call Watson and say, “Listen, we’ve got to 
take care of Mick’s family. That’s the kind of guy Pierre is — he just cares 
about other people.” 

Now, in addition to the Provost girls, proceeds from the poker night also 
go to help with the education of two of McGeough’s five children — 19-
year-old, Isaac, a business major, and 22-year-old, Karlie, a journalism 
major, who both attend University of Regina. 

“We are truly grateful for all of the help the NHL Officials Association has 
done for us and our family,” Karlie McGeough says. “They continue to 
reach out to check in and keep our dad’s legacy alive, and it just goes to 
show he obviously had a huge impact on a lot of people. The officials’ 
team is a tight-knit group and look out for one another in any way they 
can and that is a special bond to have.” 

That’s Racicot’s biggest source of pride about the event. They’re keeping 
Provost’s and McGeough’s memories alive within their group. 

“This has become an unbelievable team-building activity,” Racicot says. 
“That’s what the NHL and (Walkom) recognized right away. This is not 
just a charity event. The byproduct of the event beyond raising money for 
the girls, which is fantastic, is that Steph’s legacy is bringing us together 
and allowing us to have a laugh and a really good time. 

“It’s amazing the amount of money that we raised just within our group. 
But trust me, if Steph knew we were doing this just to raise money, he 
wouldn’t have it. This night is pure Steph. He would have absolutely 
loved this night. It’s a grand old time that goes deep into the night.” 

Racicot suddenly pauses. 

“I’ve had first-year guys, guys that never got to meet Steph, with tears in 
their eyes that come up to me and say, ‘I have no idea who this guy is — 
like no clue, but this is the best night of my hockey career. I’ve never 
been part of anything cool like this.’ Steph would love that.” 

Poker night fundraiser supported by NHL officials. (Courtesy Pierre 
Racicot) 

This is a night for the NHL officials. With one exception: MLB umpire 
Alfonso Marquez. 

Marquez, the first Mexican-born umpire and Latino crew chief in MLB 
history, also wears No. 72, Provost’s number. He has carried Provost’s 
death with him for 16 years, since the night he and his own best friend, 
fellow MLB ump and now-crew chief Ted Barrett, hung out with Provost 
at the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Hollywood, Fla., not long after they 
had worked the New York Mets-Florida Marlins game in nearby Miami 
Gardens. 

“He made everything fun. Just everything,” Marquez says. “And I’ll tell 
you what, Steph loved Pierre. It was a true friendship, a true 
relationship.” 

Marquez’s connection to Provost started in April 2002, three years before 
Provost’s death. 

Marquez was in Montreal getting set to work an Expos-St. Louis 
Cardinals series when he attended a Canadiens-Bruins playoff game at 
the Bell Centre. After the game, Marquez had a pass to get downstairs 
and asked security if he could meet the officials. When he walked into the 
room, he hit it off right away with referees Dave Jackson and Don 
Koharski and linesmen Jean Morin and Steve Miller. 

Marquez told Jackson, “Man, I would love to have one of your sweaters 
with my number on it. Maybe we can swap jackets,’” Marquez says, 
laughing at the memory. “And they said, ‘Stephane Provost wears (72), 
and Steph would love that.’” 

Later that year, Provost was in Phoenix for a Coyotes game when 
Marquez, who lives in Arizona in the offseason, was in town. They met 
up, exchanged No. 72 uniforms and became instant pals. 

“We had so many things in common,” Marquez said. “We were 
immigrants in this country. We love motorcycles. We had that best friend 
that’s like our brother, him and Pierre, me and Teddy. We had our 
children, I just … I fell in love with the man because he was just, he was 
just awesome.” 
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Marquez suddenly chuckled. 

“You know how you hear guys say, ‘He’s the type of guy that’ll give you 
the shirt off his back?’ Well, Steph literally did. I said, ‘Man, that’s a nice 
shirt you’re wearing, Steph. Where’d you get that? I’d like to get one of 
those?’ He goes, ‘You don’t have to. Here. Just take this one,’ and he 
took his shirt off!” 

A few years after they met and became friends, Marquez was the home-
plate umpire for a Mets-Marlins game in Florida, with Barrett at third 
base. After the game, Provost jumped on his 2003 Harley-Davidson and 
rode to meet up with his pals at the Hard Rock. Marquez actually had the 
same model Harley, so Provost threw him the keys so he could take a 
spin. Ten minutes later, Marquez returned and the friends went inside the 
hotel to hang out. 

Later that night, just after 3 a.m., Provost was killed a mile from his home 
when he drove his motorcycle into the rear of a tractor-trailer that was 
stopped at an intersection off State Road 84. 

The next morning, unaware of what had happened, the four umpires 
drove to Tampa for another baseball game. When Marquez arrived, NHL 
linesman Andy McElman called to tell him that Provost had been killed. 

“I thought he was joking,” Marquez says. “I mean, I’m thinking this is a 
cruel joke, but give me the punchline already. I said, ‘You’re kidding, 
right?’ And he goes, ‘No, I wish I was.’ I said, ‘Andy, I was with him last 
night.’ He didn’t know.” 

That night, Marquez was the third-base umpire during the Tampa Bay 
Devil Rays-Boston Red Sox game; Barrett manned second base. 

“Yeah, very, very tough,” Marquez says, somberly. “Teddy and I don’t 
even remember working that game in Tampa. We couldn’t stop crying 
during the game — from the first inning to the ninth, just crying. I just 
couldn’t believe it. Teddy and I wore it for a long time. You’re always 
thinking, ‘Could’ve, would’ve, should’ve,’ you know, all that crap. Yeah … 
not easy.” 

Every single game since, Marquez has carried Provost’s No. 72 sweater 
in his equipment trunk. When Marquez gets to the ballpark, the 
clubhouse attendants know to hang Provost’s jersey in his locker. 

“It’s just my way of honoring his memory and his legacy,” Marquez says. 

Racicot and all the friends Marquez has made in the NHL Officials 
Association have done their best over the years to alleviate any sort of 
guilt he may have carried. 

For years, they tried to get him to attend their poker night, but because it 
occurs during the baseball season, it just never worked out. 

But a few years back, Marquez had an off-day after working a game in 
Cincinnati before heading to Boston. 

“I said, ‘Let’s do this,’ got to Buffalo and spent the entire day with them,” 
Marquez says. “It was awesome to finally be a part of this so many years 
later.” 

The 72 sweater travels to all of umpire Alfonso Marquez’s games. 
(Courtesy Alfonso Marquez) 

Of all the games Racicot has officiated, there’s one memory that stands 
out. 

Racicot grew up with Marc Joannette, an NHL ref who debuted in 1998. 
They’re from the same Verdun, Quebec, neighborhood, in downtown 
Montreal. Racicot lived on Fifth Avenue, Joannette on Sixth. They started 
officiating together doing squirt games. The only difference is Joannette, 
52, is a year younger. 

In 2008, during the first of two consecutive Pittsburgh Penguins-Detroit 
Red Wings Stanley Cup Finals they worked together, right before the 
opening puck drop, Racicot and Joannette made eye contact and were 
thinking the exact same thing. 

“Damn, we’ve come a long way from working peewee hockey,” Racicot 
says, laughing. “It’s so awesome to be able to share that with your 
buddy. I mean, honestly, what a job, what a life we have. At our poker 
night, when I look at all those pictures of Steph, you can see in his 
highlights just how much he absolutely loved this sport and this job. 

“That’s what I tell our guys. I say, ‘Just cherish the moment, enjoy this 
game. Enjoy every moment of this game.’ It’s fun. Enjoy who you’re 
working with. Enjoy these incredible athletes that we get to be on the ice 
with. Enjoy the fact that we get to serve this incredible game. It’s a 
privilege. 

“Yeah, yeah, yeah, I know you had a bad travel day and you’re tired and 
you’re achy. Come on, let’s go. Look at what we get to do. 

“And that was Steph, man. He just loved it. It makes me happy thinking 
about that.” 

Racicot isn’t despairing that he won’t be on the ice with his good pal 
Joannette for his final game. Joannette is stationed north of the border 
this season because of the pandemic. And he’s not weighed down that 
his second family, the Provosts, can’t leave northern Quebec and attend. 

“I had my party,” Racicot said, referring to his 1,500th game where he 
worked with Joannette, Jackson and linesman Michel Cormier and got to 
take a celebratory picture on the ice with the three other officials, 
Walkom, his wife, son, father, Andre, and two fairly decent hockey 
players — Jaromir Jagr and Steven Stamkos. 

JOIN US IN CONGRATULATING @NHL LINESMAN PIERRE RACICOT 
ON HIS 1500TH GAME! PIC.TWITTER.COM/FYOHIWIYTF 

— FLORIDA PANTHERS PR (@FLAPANTHERSPR) JANUARY 24, 
2016 

That milestone game took place on Jan. 23, 2016, between the same two 
teams in the same arena as Saturday’s final game. The Provosts 
attended that incredible evening, too. 

“Pierre’s always been there for us through ups and downs,” Ashley 
Provost says. “He includes us in everything in his life, so we’ll be 
watching, and we’ll be grateful that we’ve been part of his life.” 

Racicot has no idea what he’ll be feeling Saturday night. 

“But I’m actually very excited about the future,” he says. “I promised 
myself two things: I wasn’t going to retire bitter, because I’ve seen it, and 
I wasn’t going to stay a year longer than I should have. The game is 
young, the game is fast, and this game has given me so many good 
opportunities. I don’t want to do it a disservice by sticking around and 
having everyone watching on TV going, ‘What is that? That guy can’t 
even move, can’t keep up.’ 

“I love the job so much. I love everything about being on the ice with 
these guys. I love being on the road. I love everything about it. I’m 
passionate about this job, so I will miss that, for sure. But this is just the 
reality of life. The only thing I will promise you: Steph will be on my mind 
(Saturday night).” 

Watson will be the officiating manager during Saturday’s Carolina 
Hurricanes game at Nashville, but he will have the Panthers game on his 
laptop. 

And Provost will be on his mind, too. 

“Steph was 37 when he died. He would’ve been retiring about the same 
time — probably on this very same night in this very same game,” 
Watson says, his eyes red and wet. “So, they would’ve been blending 
their careers. They would have been kind of mirroring each other 
because Steph was good, and Pierre’s one of the best. 

“I think part of Pierre retiring is Stephane’s career is now complete. 
Because I think Pierre’s carried that accident and the loss of his best 
friend through his whole career. 

“They were true brothers – on and off the ice.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Sandin won't play another game for Maple Leafs this 
regular season 

Shawn McKenzie and Chris Johnston discuss whether or not the Toronto 
Maple Leafs should have Rasmus Sandin on their playoff roster and 
provide an update on goaltender Frederik Andersen. 

 

Chris Johnston May 7, 2021, 3:57 PM 

 

TORONTO -- We’ve likely seen the last of Rasmus Sandin for the regular 
season. 

Sheldon Keefe confirmed that the 21-year-old defenceman will be 
replaced by Ben Hutton for Saturday’s game against the Montreal 
Canadiens, calling it a salary cap-related decision, and it’s believed those 
same cap maneuvers are expected to keep Sandin sidelined for the 
games in Ottawa and Winnipeg next week as well. 

That would exclude Sandin’s salary from the Leafs daily cap accounting 
and provide them with enough space to activate Riley Nash off long-term 
injured reserve. Nash has been recovering a knee sprain since coming 
over in a trade with Columbus on April 9. 

What Keefe made abundantly clear is that the roster decision wasn’t 
related to any concern over Sandin’s performance. 

“Rasmus has played very well for us and we’ve really liked a lot of things 
about his game and what he brings to our team,” Keefe said after 
Friday’s practice. “His situation is actually more related to the salary cap 
than it is anything else.” 

Sandin had appeared in eight straight games for the Leafs after barely 
playing at all for the prior 13 months. He’s registered four assists this 
season and recently spent time manning the top power-play unit. 

Home of the Leafs 

Stream 38 Toronto Maple Leafs games this season with Sportsnet NOW. 
Plus, SN NOW+ subscriptions now include access to NHL LIVE! 

CHOOSE PLAN 

With Zach Bogosian’s shoulder injury expected to sideline him for the 
rest of the month, it wouldn’t be a surprise to see Sandin step right back 
into the lineup for the start of the Leafs first-round series because the 
salary cap won’t apply then. 

In the meantime, he’ll have a chance to put in extra work, and Sandin 
spent a good 30 minutes after Friday’s practice doing an extra skills 
session. 

Hutton has only played one game since being acquired from Anaheim at 
the trade deadline and is basically injury insurance for the post-season. 
Keefe appreciates the way the veteran of 376 NHL games has carried 
himself while waiting for an opportunity like the one he’ll get over the next 
week. 

“I think the first thing I like is just his personality,” said Keefe. “He’s 
another guy that’s pretty easy-going. Things don’t rattle or bother him too 
much, he just goes about his business and is a good guy to have around 
in that sense. 

“He’s a guy that’s played a significant amount of time in the NHL and has 
come in here and hasn’t played very much, yet hasn’t been a distraction, 
hasn’t been an issue.” 

Nash and Zach Hyman (sprained MCL) both again skated in red no-
contact jerseys at Friday’s practice and seem to be trending towards 
returning next week. 

FREDDIE’S LOAN 

Frederik Andersen is scheduled to make another start with the Toronto 
Marlies on Saturday afternoon as he continues his LTI conditioning loan 
in the American Hockey League. 

Andersen will get the full game against the Manitoba Moose after seeing 
31 minutes of action against them on Thursday, stopping 12 of 14 shots. 

“That’s part of the progression for him,” said Keefe. 

Remaining Time -0:58 

Maple Leafs' Andersen says his knee felt really good in game with 
Marlies 

It’s not clear how soon Andersen might factor into the Leafs' decision-
making again. He last played for them on March 19 when a lingering 
knee issue became too much of a burden to continue grinding through 
and he’s only eligible to stay with the Marlies through Tuesday under the 
terms of his conditioning loan. 

There is a provision in the NHL’s collective bargaining agreement that 
allows for those loans to be extended and it’s unclear if the Leafs could 
even create the cap room needed to activate Andersen off LTI if he felt fit 
to return before the end of the regular season. 

“This stint with the Marlies is just about him getting back into game action 
and getting back to building up his workload to be ready to play NHL 
games,” said Keefe, who declined to name his playoff starter when asked 
on Thursday morning. 

MARNER AND MATTHEWS 

There was the distinct feeling of hope in the air back on June 24, 2016 
when Mitch Marner attended an open-air Luke Bryan concert at 
Budweiser Stage. 

A fourth-overall pick by his hometown team the year before, Marner had 
yet to even make his Leafs debut when the organization grabbed 
Matthews with the No. 1 selection while he was at that show. So when 
the enthusiastic concert-goers started an “Aus-ton! Matt-hews!” chant, he 
got swept up in the excitement, too. 

“The kid I was and am still, I was in the middle of it chanting as well,” said 
Marner. “[We laugh] about it now. I’ve told Tony that story a couple 
times.” 

They’ve since become close friends and the NHL’s most dynamic duo 
outside of Edmonton. Entering play Friday, Marner sat third overall in 
league scoring with 66 points while Matthews was tied for sixth at 64 
points. 

Remaining Time -0:49 

Marner strips puck off Edler to set up Matthews’ 38th goal of the year 

Whereas previous coach Mike Babcock was reluctant to play them 
together -- wanting each to drive his own line -- Keefe has kept them 
almost exclusively together. Matthews has played 715 of his 821 minutes 
at 5-on-5 with Marner at his side this season, which has allowed John 
Tavares and William Nylander to consistently form two-thirds of the 
second line behind them. 

“In terms of Matthews and Marner, you know there’s been times where I 
of course have been a little bit tempted to try [separating them], and mix 
it up a little bit, but I think there’s just been such chemistry between the 
two and it brings some real consistency in terms of the threat of offence 
to our team and I think it really causes a lot of problems for the opposition 
to have to think about,” Keefe explained. 

“I just really felt comfortable with the chemistry of those pairs and felt that 
even if I would go away from it for a little bit it would never be anything 
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permanent. So I just didn’t feel like it was overly necessary and obviously 
the results have been very positive on both fronts. I’ve liked what both 
pairs have brought for our team.” 

HAIR WATCH 

Grooming always becomes a hot topic when the playoffs arrive, and 
Marner is setting a tone for the Leafs that’s sparked some imitators. 

He’s sporting a flowing mullet these days and what appears to be the 
early growth on a mustache. Take a look. 

The Leafs have a barber with them inside their bubble and teammates 
have started to request the Mitch Marner Mullet when jumping in his 
chair. 

“A little Joe Dirt,” said Morgan Rielly, when asked to describe Marner’s 
current look. “I think it’s good, he’s got a nice mullet. If you look closely, 
Joe [Thornton] actually has the same thing going and I know Jack 
[Campbell] did something else. 

“So he’s a bit of a trendsetter that way.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 05.08.2021 

1212069 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' Nugent-Hopkins in control of future as end of 
contract nears 

 

Mark Spector May 7, 2021, 5:56 PM 

 

EDMONTON — There are two conversations at play when it comes to 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and the Edmonton Oilers. 

The first one is obvious: Should the Oilers sign the pending unrestricted 
free agent before the Seattle Kraken’s exclusive UFA negotiating window 
that opens on July 18, three days before the expansion draft? 

But secondly, and far more complex is this question: If the Oilers don’t 
sign Nugent-Hopkins — a top six forward who is a primary penalty killer 
and plays on the top power play unit — what is their plan to replace him? 

At the end of this season, Nugent-Hopkins will complete a seven-year, 
$42 million contract earned largely off his status as the No. 1 overall pick 
in the 2011 draft. A decade later, the economy has changed drastically, 
and a 28-year-old Nugent-Hopkins is at best the third-best forward on the 
Oilers roster. He is viewed as a player who compliments others rather 
than a driver, according to the handful of NHL scouts we spoke with. 

“I think he’s a complimentary player,” a mid-western based pro scout 
said. “He can play with [Leon] Draisaitl and [Connor] McDavid, but he 
doesn’t make the line go. He doesn’t drive a line, but put him with two 
good players and he contributes.” 

An Eastern Canadian scout agrees: “I like the player. He’s not perfect, 
but he’s better than he’s given credit for. You wish he had a little more 
drive. He doesn’t drive the bus, but he can play with anyone and make 
plays.” 

Nearly all of Nugent-Hopkins’ comparables — players like Sean 
Monahan, Jonathan Marchessault and Vladimir Tarasenko when it 
comes to points per game; players like Carl Soderberg, Logan Couture 
and Frans Nielsen when it comes to career face-off percentage; players 
like Andrei Svechnikov, Brock Nelson and Anders Lee when it comes to 
points per 60 — are currently on contracts that were negotiated in the old 
economy. 

Normally, Nugent-Hopkins’ $6 million cap hit would grow to $7 million in a 
new deal. But with the salary cap stagnant, and the player a decade into 
a career that has seen him slot into a lesser role than his No. 1 overall 

draft status would have suggested, what should Oilers general manager 
Ken Holland be paying for this player? 

“Could you sign a Mike Hoffman and [Philip] Danault, for that $6-7 
million?” asked a third scout. “If Nugent-Hopkins says he’ll sign for $5 
million, that’s different. If he commands $6-7 million, I’m looking around.” 

“The issue is the term,” said the second scout. “Keep him between $5-6 
million, but I wouldn’t go more than three years. I like him until 31, but not 
33 or 34.” 

He’s bang on. Term will the haggling point for Holland and agent Rick 
Vallette. That last scout used comparables Mikael Granlund (Nashville) 
and Alex Wennberg as two players who could replace Nugent-Hopkins 
for the same money. 

“He is not irreplaceable,” the scout said. “The two big boys, they are. But 
Nugent-Hopkins? If you’re Kenny, would you rather have two $3 million 
wingers, or one $6 centre? And if [Ryan] McLeod is your third line centre 
moving forward, then why do you need Nugent-Hopkins? 

“Clearly, Edmonton’s needs are on the wing. That’s where they should be 
spending their money.” 

Nugent-Hopkins brings value as a forward who can move in and out of 
the centre position, meaning he can bolster a line by playing left wing 
next to a McDavid or Draisaitl, fitting in seamlessly next to a high-end 
centre, or he can centre the second line, freeing the coach up to play his 
two superstars on the same line. 

Remaining Time -0:43 

Tippett doesn’t plan on resting Oilers in final games 

This season has been a disaster for Nugent-Hopkins production-wise. 
He’s the worst face-off man on the team at 44.7 per cent, and has seen 
his points per game fall to a three-year low at 0.69. He averages just shy 
of 21 minutes per game in ice time and has spent most of that on the 
flank of a superstar centre this season, yet has just 14 even strength 
points all year. 

But throughout his career he’s been 0.73 PPG guy who plays 20 minutes 
per night, and scores nearly 65 per cent of his points at even strength. 
And he touches many parts of the game. 

“It’s not about the points. It’s about everything he does for you,” said a 
scout in Central Alberta, who has watched Nugent-Hopkins since his 
junior days in Red Deer. “The penalty killing, the consistency, his work 
ethic… What he brings, go and try and find it.” 

But who is Holland paying? A centre? Or a left winger? 

“He can play ‘em, both, and he’s not going to hurt you at either position,” 
the scout said. “He takes draws, he kills penalties, he can score if you 
give him a chance, and he can make plays. I love the guy.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

One more scout, who works out of the Pacific time zone, touted Nugent-
Hopkins for Seattle. 

“How long has he been in Edmonton? Ten years,” he asked. “No 
negative body language or comments from the guy. He plays wherever, 
doesn’t complain. Seems pretty level headed, basically injury free… 

“If I’m Seattle, and he looks like he can easily play for five or six more 
years — because he can skate — you’ve gotta build your team down the 
middle. What if we sign RNH and we have a natural centre?” 

Our synopsis: It’s up to Nugent-Hopkins whether he remains an Oiler. 

Holland won’t sign him to a seven- or eight-year deal — we bet five tops 
— and he may not get a raise above $6 million. 

Nugent-Hopkins has suffered through a lean decade, and now has a 
chance to stay with the team that drafted him just as it enters a period of 
Stanley Cup contention. 
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If he’ll take a four-year, $25 million deal, he can be part of it. 

If he wants significantly more term or money, he can go out in the 
marketplace and see if some other team sees him as a $6 million-plus 
player. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Morgan Rielly is so important to Maple Leafs' playoff 
hopes 

 

tJustin Bourne May 7, 2021, 2:39 PM 

 

It’s not great for the narrative's sake, but the reality is that there isn’t one 
clear blueprint we can pull from past Stanley Cup Champions besides 
“have lots of good players.” 

For example, “defence wins championships” is an unshakeable truth in 
hockey, right? Here’s who played the most minutes for the 2017 Stanley 
Cup Champion Pittsburgh Penguins in the playoffs. 

I think it’s fair to say they weren’t a defensive juggernaut, and that they 
found other ways to win. 

Of course, I do believe that group was a pretty wild exception to one of 
the few rules I do generally believe: Cup-winning D-corps need at least 
one capital-g Guy to depend on in the post-season. Going back over the 
past 20 years or so it’s not hard to see the importance there, whether it’s 
Victor Hedman or Alex Pietrangelo or Duncan Keith or Drew Doughty or 
Kris Letang or Zdeno Chara or Nick Lidstrom, most teams have had one 
guy who can gobble major minutes and tough assignments and 
somehow come out on the right side of the ledger. 

When they haven’t, like that Penguins team (or depending how you feel 
about John Carlson with the Capitals), it puts a lot of pressure on the 
forwards. Not an insurmountable volume, but a lot. 

This has been a long way of getting to this point: how Morgan Rielly 
plays for the Toronto Maple Leafs in the post-season is going to dictate 
just how much pressure is put on the forwards to perform. We know the 
Leafs are one of the best offensive teams in hockey, but things tighten up 
in the post-season, and a good Rielly would go a long way to keeping 
down the opponent’s totals, which would keep things more manageable 
for the forwards, and likely result in wins. 

I’m told those are good if you want the Cup. 

Rielly plays the most out of any D-man on the Maple Leafs, having 
averaged 23:41 per night. With that kind of role, the expectations are 
explicit: he’s the number one guy, and they intend to lean on him. They 
have all year, as they have in every recent year, only there’s been 
something a little concerning this time -- he hasn’t looked great. Good, 
sure, but not “great,” which he’s offered in the past. 

A quick statistical walk. 

Sorted by roughly any category you like, Rielly is Toronto's best offensive 
creator from the back-end (excluding Rasmus Sandin’s small sample of 
games), though marginally. But he’s also one of the worst for allowing 
opponents to create offence, to a degree that outstrips his offensive 
value so far this season. 

Here’s the Leafs D sorted by basic stuff (thanks to Natural Stat Trick for 
these tables). I’ve sorted by percentage, but it’s worth glancing at the 
“against” numbers, too. 

Which direction do the 5-on-5 shot attempts go with each D-man on the 
ice (Corsi For Percentage)? We’ll talk matchups and usage later. 

Expected goals: 

High danger chances: 

Scoring chances -- not just the high danger ones -- looks the same as 
this above list, too. You get the point. There’s a lot happening the wrong 
way when Rielly is on the ice. 

The good news is, things are more favourable in terms of raw goals when 
he’s on the ice. 

That point is a divide in the analytics community, where some think 
Rielly’s just getting saves and shooting luck for the results to be better 
than the the process, but I believe he’s got a good deal of impact here. 

Still, those numbers are a little concerning for two reasons. One is that 
it’s not like he’s been handed the toughest assignment on the D-corps, 
so you’d expect his numbers to be good. He doesn’t play the toughest 
competition, and he gets generous offensive zone starts for a guy we 
look at as a No. 1. 

As you can see, three defenders play marginally tougher competition and 
only Dermott sees O-zone draws like Rielly does (thanks to Dobber 
Hockey for the graph). 

If this were just the type of player Rielly has always been it would barely 
be worth talking about. We’d have him pegged as a more offensive-
minded D-man with some defensive shortcomings who may be a flawed 
top-pair guy, or a very good second pair guy. But he’s talked about in 
much higher regard than that because he’s been much better than this. 
He finished fifth in Norris Trophy voting just two years ago. 

Below are Rielly's isolated impact on things in the offensive and 
defensive zones (thanks to HockeyViz for the heat maps) over the past 
five years of his career. You’d like to see big plus numbers in the 
offensive zone (top), and big minus numbers in the defensive zone 
(bottom). Spot the trends. 

You’re essentially seeing a guy who’s become increasingly high event 
over the years at both ends of the rink. This year is concerning because 
while his defensive impact has gotten worse, his offensive impact has 
receded back closer to where it was five years ago. That doesn’t math 
out for an overall positive impact given the role he plays, and that’s 
concerning. 

More than any of this stat mumbo-jumbo is that it’s been visible in Rielly's 
decision-making, which is maybe the strangest part. Strange, because it 
doesn’t seem like he’s suddenly slower or weaker or any different in any 
conceivable way. It seems mental. (In fairness if there were going to be a 
difficult season mentally, surely this would be the front-runner.) 

Every player has a faux pas over the course of a season, so it’s mostly 
useless to highlight incidents in video, but I’ve mentioned it a few times 
on Sportsnet pre-game shows and I’ve tweeted about it too. My point 
there is, these aren’t one-off "oopsies", they’ve been regularly noticeable. 

Some of the errors are too aggressive, as he is just inside the blue here. 

Some are sleepy, as he loses his guy skating at a very moderate speed 
to the net here: 

And some just kind of lack urgency: 

Any way you slice it, the player considered by most to be Toronto's best 
defenceman is not in the midst of his best season. 

You never want to lose track of what he does that’s so important for this 
team -- he’s 12th in scoring among all defencemen with 34 points -- it’s 
just about expectations with Rielly. 

The Leafs finally have a solid D-corps, but it remains to be seen whether 
their No. 1 is going to be more like Duncan Keith or Brian Dumoulin. He’s 
nowhere near the top of the list when you say “as he goes this team 
goes,” but he’s up there in importance. 

Because if Rielly's not going, it asks a lot more of everyone else. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Capitals' Tom Wilson reacts to criticism after Rangers 
fallout 

 

Mike Johnston May 7, 2021, 2:23 PM 

 

The dust has finally settled after a week that saw the rivalry between the 
Washington Capitals and New York Rangers taken to new heights 
Monday night thanks to Tom Wilson’s role in a post-whistle skirmish. 

“It seemed like a fairly routine hockey scrum to me,” Wilson said Friday 
on a video call with reporters. 

Wilson was handed a league-maximum $5,000 fine Tuesday for roughing 
Pavel Buchnevich but escaped a fine or suspension for aggressively 
throwing Artemi Panarin, whose helmet had been knocked off, down to 
the ice. 

The Rangers confirmed Panarin would miss the remainder of the regular 
season as a result of the incident and it led to a heated start to the 
rematch at Madison Square Garden that occurred two nights later. 

The two teams combined for six fighting majors and 72 total penalty 
minutes within the opening five minutes of the first period. Wilson picked 
up his fourth fighting major of the season and left the game with an 
upper-body injury. 

Remaining Time -1:17 

Brendan Smith hunts down Tom Wilson seconds after stepping onto the 
ice 

Wilson has an extensive history of supplemental discipline for playing on 
the edge and often crossing the line, so it was little surprise some hockey 
fans and certain media members sprayed vitriol towards the 27-year-old 
Toronto native on social media. 

“It’s obviously been a crazy couple days,” Wilson said. “The good thing 
about social media is you’re able to close it and go about your life and 
worry about playing hockey and worry about what’s going on in this 
(locker)room.” 

Wilson said he never would’ve imagined that particular scrum causing 
the reaction it ultimately did. 

From Wilson’s perspective: “Their guy goes to our net and kicks at our 
goalie and goes in there with his stick and at a young age in hockey 
you’re taught to stand up for your goalie so that’s what I was doing. And 
from there you have guys jumping on your back I think anybody’s first 
reaction would be to try to throw them off you and wrestle them down to 
the ice. That’s what I thought about it at the time. Obviously those scrums 
are chaotic and there’s lots of stuff going on but I didn’t think too much of 
it at the time.” 

Remaining Time -5:11 

Brawl ensues after Wilson crosschecks Buchnevich, body slams Panarin 

The Rangers were fined $250,000 for a public statement criticizing 
Department of Player Safety head George Parros and the decision not to 
suspend Wilson. 

New York had its power-play unit, primarily skill players, on the ice at the 
time of the scrum. 

“I didn’t want to drop my gloves,” Wilson explained. “That wasn’t really an 
option because of who they had out there so I tried to wrestle the guy 
down. It was a crazy moment but one that’s not rare to happen in a 

hockey game. That stuff happens. We’ve seen it in games since 
(Monday) and I’m trying to move on from it. I’m glad Panarin is doing 
well.” 

Wilson said he reached out to Panarin following the game via text 
message to check in on the Rangers star forward. 

Buchnevich ended up receiving a one-game suspension for high-sticking 
Capitals forward Anthony Mantha in Wednesday’s game, which indirectly 
led to further criticism of Wilson online. 

“Nothing I say right now is going to change anybody’s opinion,” Wilson 
said. “They’ve already made that up and I’ve just got to keep moving 
forward.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators' year-end award winners: Tkachuk the MVP, 
Norris top rookie 

 

Wayne Scanlan May 7, 2021, 11:58 AM 

 

Doomed by a dreadful opening month, the Ottawa Senators won’t be 
playing hockey past May 12, the date of their final regular season game 
against the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

That doesn’t mean there weren’t some terrific individual performances on 
a team that didn’t give up on its season, despite a low place in the 
standings and no realistic shot at a postseason berth. Ottawa’s best 
players led a late season push that made the Senators one of the hottest 
teams in the NHL in the final few weeks - 7-2-1 in their last 10 games - is 
it a tantalizing hint of what is to come? 

It’s a shame there is no play-in option for the Senators in 2021. Like the 
student who improves their marks in the final term, it would be interesting 
to see Ottawa qualify for some post-grad work - i.e. the playoffs. For their 
fans, that time, perhaps as early as next year, can’t come soon enough. 

As their season draws to a close, here are some late-season award 
selections for the Senators' curious 2021 campaign, a year that saw them 
audition more goaltenders than Saturday Night Live has hosts. 

MVP: Brady Tkachuk 

Honourable mention: Thomas Chabot, Connor Brown, Josh Norris, Drake 
Batherson 

Naming the Senators' most valuable player is not as much of a slam 
dunk as some might think. A case could easily be made that no one is 
more valuable than defenceman Thomas Chabot. Chabot plays 26 
minutes per game, faces the opposition’s best forwards, quarterbacks the 
power play, leads the Senators in assists (25) and was fourth in points 
when he was shut down for the rest of the season with an upper body 
injury after Monday’s win over Winnipeg. 

Still, there is no denying winger Brady Tkachuk, as usual. 

Tkachuk, who is among the league leaders in hits and shots on goal, is 
Ottawa’s heart and soul. We have stopped counting the number of times 
head coach D.J. Smith has credited his big, 21-year-old forward for 
carrying his team into battle. On top of all the intangibles, his net 
presence and his persistent pain-in-the-butt quality, Tkachuk happens to 
lead the Senators in points with 35 and is tied for second in goals with 
17. 

Connor Brown gets an honourable mention for his relentless two-way 
game and surprising goal scoring touch this season -- a team leading 19 
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goals; Josh Norris and Drake Batherson also deserve mention for their 
production and the overall growth of their game. 

Remaining Time -0:41 

Tkachuk says 'scary part' about playing Senators is that they're still 
getting better 

Top defenceman: Thomas Chabot 

Honourable mention: Nikita Zaitsev, Artem Zub 

How long will it be before Chabot begins to get consideration for the 
Norris Trophy as one of the NHL’s best D-men? Probably not long, but a 
few things need to happen. Chabot needs to continue to improve the 
defensive side of his game, which was a feature of the second half of his 
season. And, as much as Chabot helps drive offence with the Senators, 
he will need to continue to raise his production to a place among the 
league leaders offensively. That’s the first place voters look, right or 
wrong. At the time he was injured, Chabot ranked 18th among NHL 
defensive scoring leaders with 31 points in 49 games. 

It also wouldn’t hurt Chabot’s cause to be part of a Senators club that 
evolves into a contender -- when it happens, individual players will draw 
more attention from national media. 

A tip of the cap here to Nikita Zaitsev, Chabot’s playing partner, whose 
under-appreciated defensive play allows Chabot to do his thing. Zaitsev 
ranks 9th among NHL D-men in shot blocks with 101, plays close to 23 
minutes per game including three shorthanded minutes on average. In 
sum, Zaitsev doesn’t necessarily please the fan base and he is holding 
down an outsized role until the likes of Jake Sanderson and Jacob 
Bernard-Docker are ready. But he is a coach pleaser. 

Ditto for Zub, the most pleasant surprise of Ottawa’s season, having 
arrived from the KHL as an unknown quantity. Zub is a superb defender, 
consistent and extremely poised under pressure. Zaitsev and Zub have 
chipped in with a combined 28 points (15 and 13), which is a bonus from 
defensive-minded D-men. 

Top rookie: Josh Norris 

Honourable mention: Tim Stützle, Artem Zub 

Even a condensed season can have a lot of ups and downs, especially 
for a newbie to the NHL. A couple of months ago, there wasn’t much 
doubt about Ottawa’s top rookie -- it was their 19-year-old German 
prospect Tim Stützle, selected by the Senators with the third overall pick 
last October. Following a professional camp in Germany, then a world 
junior tournament in Alberta, Stützle has known his share of uniforms and 
quarantines in 2020-21, but turned in a terrific first year in the NHL, even 
if he was surpassed by teammate Josh Norris in the conversation about 
Calder Trophy candidates. 

Norris, 22, a centre who established himself as a first line player, has 
finished strong -- 14 points in the month of April to Stützle’s 6. In no way 
does that mean Stützle was a disappointment. He’s giving up two-plus 
years to Norris (whose birthday was Wednesday) and showed flashes of 
the brilliance that mark him as a standout prospect for the organization. 
Zub, 25, falls into that category of rookie who is no raw professional. Zub 
came here with five full years of KHL experience and it shows. 

Remaining Time -0:50 

Zub makes heads up pass to find Brown for Senators goal 

‘Selke’ Defensive Forward: Connor Brown 

Honourable mention: Nick Paul, Chris Tierney 

Can we just state off the top that Connor Brown should be a legitimate 
Selke Trophy candidate? He won’t get a lot of attention because he plays 
in Ottawa, but Brown has some serious credentials as a defensive 
forward. Tied for the league lead with four shorthanded goals, Brown is 
second in NHL takeaways with 52 (tied with Leon Draisaitl), behind Jack 
Hughes’ 56. That’s right, Brown has MORE takeaways than the beloved 

ex-Sen Mark Stone, who has 51 with Vegas. Stone is renowned for 
stealing pucks. 

Brown is under-appreciated in any number of categories, including his 
offensive prowess. Brown is third among NHL forwards in penalty kill 
time with 2:54 per game and still manages to lead his team in goals with 
19 in 53 games. Remarkable. The Selke Trophy almost always goes to a 
centre, for his faceoff work and defensive responsibilities, but there has 
been a push to anoint a puck-hawk winger like Stone as top defensive 
forward. And Connor Brown is right there as well. 

Top goalie: Filip Gustavsson 

Honourable mention: Anton Forsberg, Matt Murray (the Part II guy) 

It says a lot when a goalie with six games played gets the nomination, 
but that’s the kind of year it has been in Ottawa, where Goalies-R-Us. 
Gustavsson, 3-1-0, has brilliant numbers in his limited appearances. His 
save percentage of .944 and goals-against of 1.87 are both second in the 
rookie category to Boston’s Jeremy Swayman, although ‘Gus’ doesn’t 
have the starts of some of the other rookie goalies. Forsberg was picked 
up off the waiver wire and came in to get seven starts with Matt Murray 
and Marcus Hogberg injured. Forsberg was rewarded with a one year 
extension on Wednesday and promptly beat the Habs 3-1 for his third 
win of the season. 

While Murray had a terrible start to the season, he did pick up ten wins in 
25 starts to lead the team in both categories. Murray rebounded from a 
time away to recover and reset under new goalie coach Zac Bierk. 
Murray won three of his last four starts, two by shutout, before getting 
injured again. Bierk told reporters on Thursday that Murray made some 
small technical adjustments in his game. 

It will be interesting to see how Ottawa’s expansion draft protection list 
shapes up -- the Senators are deep in goalie prospects. Murray could be 
left unprotected in the Seattle expansion draft because Murray’s big 
contract is protection in itself. 

Masterton: TBA 

Because the official voting has already been done in this category, we 
won’t select a winner here that could spoil the surprise of the actual 
nominee for Ottawa. That announcement will come soon. The Masterton 
Trophy, named for the late Bill Masterton, who died of brain trauma 
suffered while playing for the Minnesota North Stars, is awarded to the 
player who best exemplifies the qualities of perseverance, sportsmanship 
and dedication to the game. 

The Senators have been well represented with Masterton winners in the 
past several years. Bobby Ryan won the award in 2020 and goaltender 
Craig Anderson won in 2017. Former Senators goalie Robin Lehner won 
in 2019. The Masterton is the one NHL trophy voted on by members of 
the Professional Hockey Writers Association (PHWA). 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Rookie Notebook: Calder candidates at each position 

 

Emily Sadler May 7, 2021, 1:53 PM 

 

With the finale of the regular season just around the corner, so too is 
awards season. 

But, when it comes to naming this season's top rookies, why just stop at 
one? Inspired by the NFL's award format, which gives out an award for 
the best first-year player on both sides of the ball, we're taking it one step 
further with three: Best rookie forward, defenceman, and goaltender of 
this talented class of 2020-21. 
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OFFENSIVE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 

Winner: Kirill Kaprizov, Minnesota Wild 

Runner-up: Jason Robertson, Dallas Stars 

Just like last year, the 2020-21 Calder Memorial Trophy battle is a two-
horse race. But while last season was a battle of the blue-liners in Cale 
Makar and Quinn Hughes, this year's top contenders are a pair of 
forwards who have been making big impacts on their respective clubs' 
top-six. 

Wild forward Kirill Kaprizov has led the way since the start of the season 
in a number of categories, and through 52 games is the league's rookie 
leader in goals (26) and points (47). He also leads all first-year skaters in 
power-play goals (eight). His stat line is what has made him the Calder 
Trophy frontrunner since Game 1, and it's his remarkable impact on the 
team that should see his name called for the award this summer. He's 
the club's leading scoring and has quickly become a face of the franchise 
(he's even got t-shirts!). Without him, the Wild were a middling team 
toeing the line between retooling and contending. With him, Minnesota is 
one of the most exciting teams to watch and has kept pace with Western 
powerhouses like Vegas and Colorado. 

Remaining Time -0:49 

Kaprizov undresses Anderson to score beautiful goal 

Right behind him in the rookie scoring race, with four fewer games to his 
name, is Dallas Stars winger Jason Robertson. Through 48 games, 
Robertson has tallied 16 goals and 43 points -- good for second among 
rookies in both categories -- and leads all first-years in assists with 27. 
He's Dallas's team leader in assists and sits second behind veteran Joe 
Pavelski in team goals and points. He's worked his way up to the Stars' 
top line and has been a major bright spot in what's been a tough season 
filled with obstacles. His dynamic offensive game and chemistry with 
teammates like Roope Hintz and Pavelski has been a huge driving force 
in the Stars' playoff push down the stretch. 

Both Kaprizov and Robertson have a rookie-leading 0.90 points per 
game, showing just how tight this Calder race really is. Strong arguments 
can be made for each rookie, with many pointing out Kaprizov's age (24) 
and extensive pre-NHL experience in the KHL giving him a sizeable 
advantage, making 21-year-old Robertson's accomplishments to keep 
pace all the more impressive. 

Kaprizov said last month that while it's team wins that matter most, 
having an opponent like Robertson so close on his heels does serve as 
motivation. 

"I don't think about it much, but with all the Instagram, you do see it and, 
of course, seeing another opponent there, it helps motivate you," he said, 
via Jessi Pierce of NHL.com. "It makes you want to do better and that's 
as any competitor would. But other than that, I don't focus or think about 
it, to be honest. 

"...I'm constantly getting messages [about the Calder race]. I see it 
everywhere. It's hard not to notice it. ... I don't stress about it. Obviously, 
it's always great to win something, but for me personally, the team 
performance is first, and any personal accolades come after that." 

DEFENSIVE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 

Winner: Ty Smith, New Jersey Devils 

Runners-up: K'Andre Miller, New York Rangers; and Mikey Anderson, 
Los Angeles Kings 

Wins were hard to come by for the New Jersey Devils this season, but 
there were still plenty of victories -- and the development of Ty Smith has 
been a big one. The rebuilding Devils have another piece of their core of 
the future in place with Smith, who has shown his ability to be a top-
pairing rearguard all season while driving play from the blue line. His 21 
helpers on the season rank him second on the team in assists and also 
tie him for second league-wide among rookies. He leads all NHL rookie 

defencemen in points, with 23, and logged big minutes -- second-most 
among all first-years, behind K'Andre Miller and Mikey Anderson, who 
are tied (21:05). 

Miller and Anderson have also made seamless transitions into the pros, 
two important building blocks for the Kings' and Rangers' respective blue 
lines as they continue to build what look to be winning foundations. Both 
have been used on top-pairings, with Anderson being able to learn 
alongside veteran Drew Doughty and Miller forming a dynamic duo with 
Adam Fox. Logging big minutes and coming out on top in the plus-minus 
(Miller has a plus-8 ranking; Anderson plus-5) is tough to do as a rookie, 
and both players have thrived in their big-league opportunities. 

ROOKIE GOALTENDER OF THE YEAR 

Winner: Alex Nedeljkovic, Carolina Hurricanes 

Runner-up: Vitek Vanecek, Washington Capitals 

Looking around the league, some of the best stories of the year took 
place in the blue paint -- from unlikely heroes emerging in Chicago, 
Boston, Washington and Carolina to emotional post-game interviews in 
Ottawa and late-season success from a late-bloomer in Buffalo. While 
Vanecek's larger sample size gives him an advantage in this made-up 
award, it was a tougher call than anticipated, and Nedeljkovic's numbers 
down the stretch and contributions to Carolina's success simply cannot 
be ignored. 

The emergence of Nedeljkovic in Carolina has been remarkable, and had 
he gotten more starts earlier in the season he could very likely be under 
serious Calder consideration alongside Kaprizov and Robertson. In 22 
starts this season, the 25-year-old has lost in regulation just four times. 
His 15-4-3 record made a strong Carolina club even stronger down the 
stretch as it dealt with the absence of Petr Mrazek. It also gives the club 
the goalie depth needed for a strong playoff run. Among all league 
goalies with at least 20 starts, Nedeljkovic leads in save percentage 
(.932) and goals-against average (1.89) and two of his three shutouts -- 
and many of his clutch saves -- have come against the league's most 
dangerous offences in Tampa Bay and Florida. 

Remaining Time -0:38 

Hurricanes' Nedeljkovic denies Gusev with cross-crease save 

Speaking of clutch... how 'bout this assist? 

With Braden Holtby off to Vancouver, Henrik Lundqvist sidelined with a 
heart condition and should-be starter Ilya Samsonov spending a 
significant amount of time on COVID-19 protocol, the door was opened 
for Vanecek to step into the spotlight in Washington. He not only filled in 
admirably -- the former third-string netminder has been a steady 
presence, backstopping the club into playoff position. 

Vanecek, 25, had never started an NHL game prior to this season. Thirty-
four starts later, he's sixth league-wide in goalie wins on the season (20) 
and is the top-ranked rookie goalie thanks to a decent 20-9-4 record, 
.907 save percentage and 2.73 goals-against average with two shutouts. 
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Sportsnet.ca / U18 championship takeaways: Canadian kids impress in 
run to gold 

 

Sam Cosentino May 7, 2021, 1:08 PM 

 

The marquee scouting event of the truncated 2020-21 season is over. It’s 
been great to see best-on-best in the same age class with the 
opportunity to compete against one another. 
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If nothing else, the hockey at the 2021 U18 World Championship was 
extremely entertaining. We witnessed overtimes, shootouts and late 
regulation-game heroics. We saw sensational goaltending, excellent 
special teams play and several amazing individual performances. 

Here’s a look at some takeaways from the 2021 U18 World 
Championship. 

Rare Gold 

The gold medal is the first for Canada since Connor McDavid played in 
the 2013 tournament, and Canada’s fourth-ever gold medal in the 23-
year history of the event. 

The Russians lost in the gold-medal game for the second straight 
tournament. They suffered a 4-3 overtime loss at the hands of the 
Swedes in 2019 when Detroit prospect Lucas Raymond had a hat trick, 
including the game-winner. 

Medal Run Ends 

With their 5-2 loss to Sweden in the quarters, the U.S. failed in its bid to 
medal for a 17th straight tournament. The last time the Americans were 
left without a medal was in 2003. 

How about the kids? 

On the strength of seven goals for 14 points, Connor Bedard tied 
McDavid for the most points by an underager. Shane Wright and Bedard 
fell one point short of the Canadian record of 15 points in a single 
tournament, set by Tyson Jost in 2016. 

Equally as impressive was the performance by 2023 draft-eligible 
counterpart Matvei Michkov. The 16-year-old Russian lead the 
tournament with 16 points, and his 12 goals fell two short of the 
tournament record owned by Cole Caufield and Alexander Ovechkin. 

Wright Away 

Having not played a game in over 400 days, Canada’s captain Shane 
Wright showed no signs of rust with a hat trick in Canada’s dominant 
opening night win over Sweden. He sat the next two for Canada before 
torching the competition for another six goals and a total of 14 points. 

The nine goals set Canada’s single-tournament record surpassing 
McDavid, who had eight in 2013. 

OHL/WHL 

OHL players accounted for 31 of Canada’s 51 goals, while WHL players 
accounted for 19. Corson Ceulemans (AJHL) scored once. 

Canadian Dominance 

Canada won all seven games with a plus-38 goal differential. Until 
Michkov’s goal to open the scoring in the gold-medal game, Canada had 
never trailed. All told, with deficits of 1-0 and 2-1 against Russia, Canada 
trailed for a grand total of 11:56 seconds all tournament. 

Canada led all countries in several categories: goals for (51), goals 
against (12), power play efficiency (43.3%), penalty killing (83.9%), shots 
on goal (295) and shooting percentage (17.29%). 

Only two players failed to record a point for Canada: Denton Mateychuk, 
who only dressed for 3 games, and Guillaume Richard, who ended up 
tying for the team lead with a plus-14 rating. 

Lacrosse or Hockey 

Defenceman Dmitri Kuzmin’s lacrosse-style goal in the second period of 
a 7-1 win over Switzerland on Day 2. 

Not to be outdone by late 2004-born Russian Michkov, who pulled off a 
lacrosse-style goal of his own. In fact that marker for Michkov was the 
first of four in a 6-1 win over Germany. 

Lysell Dazzles 

Highly rated Swedish prospect Fabian Lysell may be the most enigmatic 
player entering into the 2021 NHL Draft. While consistency and 
selfishness have shown up in his game, there’s no doubting the high-end 
skill. Lysell finished the tournament with nine points. 

Cardiac Finns 

Finland won its first game 4-3 over Russia in the shootout. Samu 
Tuomaala tied the game with 1:26 left to play in regulation. Ville 
Koivunen and Verner Miettinen sealed in in the shootout. 

Against the Czech Republic, Tuomaala netted the 6-5 game winner with 
19 seconds left in regulation. 

In the first game they trailed 3-1 with 12:35 left in the game, when 
Koivunen struck to bring the Finns to within one. With the goalie out, 
highly rated Tuomaala scored to tie it at three with just 1:26 left in the 
game. Koivunen scored the lone shootout marker for the Finns to win it 
4-3. 

In its final preliminary round game, Finland lead the U.S. 4-3 late in the 
third before Ty Gallagher tied the game with two seconds left in 
regulation. Unfortunately, the Finns succumb in overtime. 

The dramatics were not done there. In their semifinal game against 
Russia, Finland trailed by two to Russia and pulled the goalie with just 
over four minutes left. Joakim Kemell brought the Finns to within one 
and, with the goalie out again, just missed on a last-second shot that was 
steered wide. 

All of those close games took their toll as Finland fell 8-0 to bitter rival 
Sweden in the bronze-medal game. 

Futures 

Typically, this tournament is about the current year’s draft prospects. And 
while this rang true, there were several notable performances by under 
and double underaged prospects. 

2022 Eligibles 

Shane Wright (CAN): 9 G | 5 A | 14 P | +12 | 17 shots | 5 GP 

Ivan Miroshnichenko (RUS): 6 G | 2 A | 8 P | +8 | 37 shots | 7 GP 

Danila Yurov (RUS): 4 G | 7 A | 11 P | +4 | 25 shots | 7 GP 

Brad Lambert (FIN): 0 G | 5 A | 5 P | -3 | 13 shots | 5 GP 

Lane Hutson (USA): 0 G | 5 A | 5 P | +5 | 6 shots | 5 GP 

Ludwig Persson (SWE): 2 G | 2 A | 4 P | +3 | 12 shots | 7 GP 

Yegor Sidorov (BLR): 0 G | 5 A | 5 P | +3 | 16 shots | 5 GP 

Mikko Matikka (FIN): 1 G | 3 A | 4 P | +2 | 12 shots | 7 

2023 Eligibles 

Matvei Michkov (RUS): 12 G | 4 A | 16 P | +7 | 35 shots | 7 GP 

Connor Bedard (CAN): 7 G | 7 A | 14 P | +12 | 30 shots | 7 GP 

Moving On Up 

Here’s a list of players for the 2021 NHL draft that improved their draft 
stock. 

Mason McTavish, Dmitri Kuzmin, Samu Tuomaala, Nikita Chibrikov, Isak 
Rosen, Anton Olsson, Liam Dower Nilsson, Olen Zellweger, Francesco 
Pinelli, Benjamin Gaudreau, Sean Behrens, Dylan Duke, Daniela 
Klimovich, Fedor Svechkov, Prokhor Poltapov, Martin Rysavy, Anri 
Ravinskis, Ville Koivunen, Niko Huuhtanen, Samu Salminen, Viljami 
Juusola. 

Check back Wednesday for the May edition of the Sportsnet Top 32 NHL 
Draft Rankings. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks all smiles after getting much-needed win vs. 
Oilers 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

There was a strange sound coming from the Vancouver Canucks’ 
dressing room Thursday night. It was called music. 

And that weird feeling players had, that lightness in their chests that felt 
vaguely familiar? That was happiness. 

The saddest team in the National Hockey League, losers of six straight 
games and trudging through a schedule that could crush whatever 
players had left after surviving COVID-19 in April, was finally able to 
smile after beating the Edmonton Oilers 6-3 at Rogers Place. 

Man, did the Canucks need this. 

The team poured in four goals on its first four shots, chasing wonky 
Edmonton starter Mikko Koskinen at 12:22 of the first period before the 
goalie had the pleasure of making, you know, a save. 

The second Vancouver goal was scored by rookie defenceman Jack 
Rathbone, who was playing just his second NHL game and smiled as 
wide as Prairies after finding the back of the net. Veteran Travis Hamonic 
scored his first goal of the season and, with an assist and fight later on, 
completed the second Gordie Howe hat trick of his career 10 years after 
the first one. 

Remaining Time -1:55 

How Canucks found winning formula against Oilers 

Matthew Highmore’s assist on Jayce Hawryluk’s grounder finally gave 
him his first point as a Canuck, 10 games after Vancouver acquired the 
winger at the trade deadline. Minor-league callup Tyler Graovac banked 
a shot in off Koskinen’s reliever, Mike Smith, for his first NHL goal in 18 
months. And Canucks starter Thatcher Demko, hit harder than most by 
the team’s novel coronavirus outbreak, stopped Connor McDavid on a 
penalty shot for one of his 39 saves as he won for the first time since 
March 19. 

So, this is what fun feels like? 

“Just hear the music after the game, and just smile and just kind of enjoy 
it,” Hamonic, 30, told reporters after the Canucks’ first win in nearly two 
weeks. “We probably needed a win like this. As the season grinds along, 
it's never going to go necessarily the way you think or you want. But 
you've got to kind of slow things down and enjoy the wins when they 
come your way, and then reset tomorrow.” 

The victory comes far too late to help the Canucks in the North Division 
standings, but it should help their spirits immensely as they try to survive 
another eight games in 12 days, starting Saturday in Edmonton, where 
McDavid is four points shy of 100 in his extraordinary pandemic-
shortened season. 

“It's nice,” Demko said. “It's been a tough little stretch here, dealing with a 
handful of things. But our group hasn't made any excuses. We 
understand the situation we're in, and we want to keep winning as many 
games as we can. To come out and have the start that we did tonight 
was huge. Tonnes of guys contributing, Bonesie gets his first one, kind of 
gets the boys going.” 

Remaining Time -1:39 

Where Canucks managed to outshine Oilers in 9 goal thriller 

Rathbone’s nickname arrived before he did. 

He befriended Canucks defenceman Quinn Hughes years ago. Both 
were born in 1999, and got to know each other through hockey. They 
played on a summer team together one year in Boston, long before each 
went off to college. Hughes invited Rathbone to live with him after the 
newer Canuck completed his quarantine following a callup last month 
from the American League. 

And Thursday, Rathbone displayed the offensive instincts that have 
helped Hughes become one of the best young defencemen in the game. 

The 21-year-old from Harvard and West Roxbury, Mass., followed up a 
Canucks rush, collected a loose puck in the slot and snapped a shot past 
Koskinen to make it 2-0 at 4:31. 

“It was kind of a gift with the puck laying there in a slot,” Rathbone said. 
“That's the dream, just to be able to walk down Main Street, and I was 
lucky enough it went in.” 

Rathbone went a year without playing before he recorded three assists in 
February in his pro hockey debut with the Utica Comets. Seven games 
and another six points later, Rathbone was promoted to the NHL. 

“It's definitely a huge jump,” he said. “The guys in the room have helped 
me a lot, especially the guys on the back end and the coaching staff, just 
in terms of making the jump as seamless as possible. There's definitely 
going to be a little bit of a learning curve (but) it's been good so far. Just 
try and come to the rink every day, and learn and grow.” 

Home of the Canucks 

It will be a little more fun the next time the Canucks go to the rink. 

After signing a one-year deal with the Canucks on the eve of the regular 
season, then breaking ribs in his fifth game and missing a month, 
Hamonic said he has enjoyed playing in Vancouver despite the many 
challenges of this unprecedented season. 

“Obviously, we haven't had the success that we wanted this season,” 
Hamonic said. “But ... I feel very comfortable on a personal note. Things 
change and you try to help these young kids along the way. I think that 
the skill level of these guys coming in, it's pretty extraordinary. As much 
as you're trying to help them ... I think those guys kind of help an older 
player like me with some of their skill work as well. So, it's been fun. It's a 
really, really good group in here. We enjoy playing for each other and it's 
been frustrating to not have the results that we kind of felt we should 
have as a group. But we enjoy playing for each other, and I think that's a 
super important thing.” 

Hamonic’s mom, Lisa, spent her birthday evening watching Travis score 
his first goal, draw a second assist on Nils Hoglander’s opening-minute 
goal, and fight Alex Chiasson in the second period. 

“I know she doesn't like when I fight too much, but she'll be happy about 
the goal, for sure,” Hamonic said. “I clipped Alex with the hit and he 
wanted to go, and I certainly wasn't not going to stand up for myself. 
When you're retired and you're older and kids are looking through your 
stuff and see a stick or a puck or something from a Gordie, that's always 
kind of fun.” 

It's a nice feeling. 
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TSN.CA / ‘Chameleon’ Thornton helps Matthews, Marner play stress-free 
hockey 

Joe Thornton has maintained his positive personality this season with the 
Maple Leafs even as he dropped to a fourth-line role while adjusting to a 
new position and a new team, Mark Masters writes. 
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By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held a practice at Ford Performance Centre on Friday ahead of 
Saturday’s rematch with the Montreal Canadiens. 

Despite facing plenty of pressure this season, Auston Matthews and 
Mitch Marner have taken their games to the next level. And they've taken 
their cues from 41-year-old Joe Thornton.  

"No stress," Matthews said when asked about Thornton. "He's a guy that 
just has no stress. Something I've learned from him is just not to stress 
out and just go with the flow." 

Thornton has maintained his positive personality this season even as he 
dropped to a fourth-line role while adjusting to a new position (left wing) 
and a new team. Ahead of Thursday's game, Thornton described himself 
as a "chameleon." 

"There's ups and downs and Jumbo's a guy that's always in the same 
mood every single time," Marner said. "He's a guy that just makes you 
think of the good things and that's something I've really taken away from 
him." 

With Nick Foligno sidelined, Thornton is currently slotting in with 
Matthews and Marner on the top line where he started the season. 
Thornton extended his point streak to seven games with an assist on 
Marner's goal on Thursday night. He owns the longest active point streak 
in the NHL.  

    ✨ MAGIC ✨#LeafsForever pic.twitter.com/tmd6qGcTJ4 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) May 6, 2021 

Matthews on 40 goals, Marner's special season and learning from 
Thornton 

After scoring his 40th goal of the season on Thursday night, Auston 
Matthews spoke to TSN about his remarkable run. The Leafs centre 
shared his insight on Mitch Marner's impressive season and also 
revealed the biggest thing he's learned from Joe Thornton. 

 --- 

It appears Marner has also inspired Thornton in a way. Specifically, with 
his hair style.  

"He's got a nice mullet," noted defenceman Morgan Rielly. "A little [like 
David Spade in the movie] Joe Dirt. I think it's good. If you look closely, 
Joe actually has the same thing going and I know Jack [Campbell] did 
something else. He's a bit of a trendsetter that way." 

Considering how well Marner has played you can understand why he 
doesn't want to risk a trim. Marner sits third in league scoring with 66 
points while averaging 22 minutes and 27 seconds of ice time per game, 
second among NHL forwards.  

"He's like a magician with the puck," said Alex Galchenyuk. "He's 
smooth. He's got an outstanding skill-set and the chemistry he has with 
Matty is tremendous." 

Marner fondly recalls the moment Matthews became a member of the 
Maple Leafs organization on June 24, 2016.  

"I was at a concert at Budweiser Stage and I remember we picked him 
and everybody started an 'Auston Matthews' chant and the kid I was, and 
am still, I was in the middle of it chanting as well," Marner said with a 
smile. "I've told [Auston] that story a couple times." 

The pair hit it off at the team's development camp a week later and the 
bond has only grown from there. On Thursday, Marner set up yet another 
Matthews goal.  

"He did a really nice job of drawing a guy into him and gave me a bit of a 
lane there," Matthews said. 

    Auston Matthews   40 goals#LeafsForever 
pic.twitter.com/NsBDxWgsh9 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) May 7, 2021 

Matthews has 40 goals this season and Marner has assisted on 25 of 
those goals.  

"Just him getting it done at both ends of the ice," said Matthews when 
asked what impresses him about Marner's season. "He's a guy we use in 
all situations and he makes a difference in all situations. It's a treat to 
play with a player like that. It's just a lot of fun." 

Marner recalls chanting Matthews' name at concert on draft night 

Mitch Marner recalls the night he found out Auston Matthews had been 
drafted to the Maple Leafs. Sheldon Keefe also explains his thought 
process between keeping the two stars together all season long. 

"Mr. Foooorty," bellowed back-up goalie David Rittich as Matthews hit the 
ice on Friday. But Matthews didn't flinch as he headed to yet another pre-
practice skills session. He's putting together one of the most explosive 
goal-scoring seasons in Leafs history, but remains a man on a mission.  

"There's a lot of hard work that obviously goes into it in the off-season," 
Matthews said. "I just try to come to work every day and help the team 
win. I mean, that's really what it's all about. I'm fortunate to play with 
some really good players. So, I feel really fortunate and blessed, but it's 
all about winning games and going deep in the playoffs. That's really 
what my main focus is on and all the other stuff is just a cherry on top." 

"I can't imagine the amount of pressure he has on his shoulders," 
Campbell said. "It's funny, you don't think of it because ... he never 
makes excuses. He never complains. He's always just working harder, 
doing what he needs to do to prepare for the game and, once the puck 
drops, you know 34 is going to bring it."  

Working with a new trainer, Matthews dropped weight in the off-season 
becoming a leaner, meaner scoring machine. He also worked out 
alongside Edmonton's Connor McDavid as the two rivals pushed each 
other to greater heights. The hard work is now paying off.  

"He makes it look so easy," marvelled captain John Tavares. "It's unreal 
to watch." 

It hasn't been easy. A nagging wrist injury forced Matthews to miss four 
games this season, but he simply adapted during that time and found 
different ways to influence games whether by going to the net and using 
his tremendous hand-eye skills or playing a more physical game.  

"His compete level, actually, is super underrated," observed forward 
Stefan Noesen, who played his first game as a Leaf on Thursday. 
"Everyone talks about his goals and his wicked release, which speaks for 
itself, but the way he goes in and protects the puck, and goes and gets 
the puck back and uses that 6-foot-3 frame [is impressive]. He plays 
bigger than he actually is, which I don't even know if that's possible." 

Matthews is landing 3.1 hits per 60 minutes this year, which is up from 
1.63 last season.  

'He keeps setting the bar even higher’: Matthews is a man on a mission 

On one hand, Auston Matthews scoring 40 goals in 49 games is an 
incredible feat. On the other hand, his coach and teammates see a 
player who's getting what he deserves. "It’s unreal to watch," said John 
Tavares. "He makes it look so easy." Coach Sheldon Keefe noticed 
Matthews was locked in from Day 1. "He’s come in on a mission to really 
make a statement in all areas of his game." 

After an impressive run in the last eight games, defenceman Rasmus 
Sandin will not suit up on Saturday and may not dress again in the 
regular season.  

"Rasmus has played very well," coach Sheldon Keefe said. "We have 
liked a lot about his game and what he brings to our team. His situation is 
more related to the salary cap than anything else ... It is more pre-
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emptive than anything, just giving ourselves some flexibility as we get 
into next week." 

The Leafs wrap up the season with games in Ottawa and Winnipeg on 
Wednesday and Friday next week and may look to activate a player off 
the injured reserve.  

On Saturday, Ben Hutton will draw in and play on the third pair with 
Travis Dermott. Hutton has played just one game since being acquired 
by the Leafs from the Anaheim Ducks at the trade deadline on April 12.  

"The first thing I like is just his personality," said Keefe. "Things don't 
rattle him or bother him too much. He just goes about his business. He is 
a good teammate and a good guy to have around in that sense. He is a 
guy who has played a significant amount of time in the NHL (376 games). 
He has come in here and hasn’t played very much and yet it hasn't been 
a distraction or an issue. He went into the lineup and I thought played a 
really good game for us despite playing for a new team and not having 
played for quite a long time." 

Hutton logged 22 minutes in a win by the Leafs over the Canucks on 
April 29.  

"He moves the puck really well and makes a lot of good poised plays on 
the break out," Keefe continued. "It is an area that we really value and 
need from our defencemen. I think an opportunity to get him more 
involved will serve him and our team well." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Sandin out due to cap; Andersen starts again in AHL 

Mark Masters has more on the Maple Leafs decision to take Rasmus 
Sandin out of the lineup and why it's primarily salary cap related. He also 
has the latest on Frederik Andersen starting again for the Marlies on 
Saturday. 

 --- 

Frederik Andersen stopped 12 of 14 shots in 31 minutes of work with the 
Toronto Marlies on Thursday afternoon.  

"I watched the game as I do with most Marlies games when they don't 
conflict with ours," said Keefe. "I wasn't overly focused on him and his 
play. His stint with the Marlies is really just about him getting back into 
game action and getting back to building up his workload to be able to 
play NHL games. That is what it is about." 

Andersen will play a full American Hockey League game on Saturday.  

Due to a knee injury, Andersen hasn't played an NHL game since March 
19.  

Following the game on Thursday, Andersen said the knee felt "really 
good." 

Leafs G Andersen plays 31:03 in AHL return 

Maple Leafs goalie Frederik Andersen made his return to game action on 
Thursday for the Marlies, playing just over 31 minutes and allowing two 
goals on 14 shots. The netminder has been recovering from a lower body 
injury that has kept him out since March 19th. 

--- 

Pierre Engvall has been a heathy scratch in four of the last six games, 
but produced a goal in both games he played, including Thursday night. 

    Off to the races  #LeafsForever pic.twitter.com/dwgMEnbd7Y 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) May 6, 2021 

 "That helps his confidence, of course, but the reality is that's not why he 
hasn't been playing here of late," Keefe said. "We need Pierre to be 
really competitive, physical on the puck, win puck battles, be strong 
defensively, do little things to help our team win and any production that 
comes from that would be great. I just think he's got so much more to 
give to our team outside of any offensive production or anything like that. 

Until he finds that level he's going to find himself continuing to look to see 
when his next opportunity might come." 

Engvall was on the ice when Artturi Lehkonen scored in the third period 
on Thursday. Keefe immediately went over to Engvall when the forward 
returned to the bench and whipped out a white board.  

"I should've stayed more toward the middle," Engvall said. "I learned 
what to do so that's good." 

    Lehkonen saute sur un retour pour réduire l'écart à deux buts. 

    Lehky jumps on the rebound to make it a two-goal game.#GoHabsGo 
pic.twitter.com/BccjX34HkG 

    — Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) May 7, 2021 

Engvall appears like he'll get another chance to play on Saturday as he 
skated on a line with Alex Kerfoot and Ilya Mikheyev at practice. 

On Thursday, he played on a line with Wayne Simmonds and Jason 
Spezza.  

"We played pretty good," he said. "We had some time in the offensive 
zone. The first period was probably the best one for our line and second 
one and third one we gave up a little bit, but overall a decent game."  

--- 

The Leafs need just one more point or one more Oilers loss to clinch top 
spot in the North Division, but Keefe has no plan to rest anyone in the 
last three games.  

"I am only focused on Saturday's game," the coach stressed. "I will say, 
in terms of how I look at the last couple of weeks of the season, with the 
exception of the one back-to-back that we've played, the way the 
schedule is laid out is pretty favourable for us in terms of workload and 
rest ... We have some bumps and bruises but, generally speaking, 
especially for those that are playing the biggest minutes, they are doing 
well and feeling good at this time." 

The Leafs wrap up their regular season on May 14 in Winnipeg, but the 
North Division schedule extends through May 19 and it's unclear when 
the playoffs will begin.  

"I am not overly concerned with the rest factor," Keefe said. "In fact, if 
anything, I am a little more concerned with a potentially large gap 
between our games and the start of playoffs, and increasing that gap if 
we were to sit anyone." 

--- 

Foligno skated on his own on Friday as he works his way back from an 
upper-body injury.  

"That is, obviously, a good sign for us here," Keefe said.  

--- 

Lines at Friday's practice:  

Thornton - Matthews - Marner 

Galchenyuk - Tavares - Nylander 

Engvall - Kerfoot - Mikheyev 

Simmonds - Brooks - Spezza  

Hyman - Nash - Noesen 

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl 

Hutton - Dermott 

Sandin - Liljegren  

Campbell 
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Rittich 

BOLD = No-contact sweater 

Power play units at Friday's practice:  

Rielly 

Matthews - Nylander - Marner 

Tavares 

Muzzin 

Spezza - Thornton - Kerfoot 

Simmonds 

TSN.CA LOADED: 05.08.2021 

1212077 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Marner carving out an exceptional season of his own 

Mitch Marner is more than a mere footnote to Auston Matthews' success, 
producing 66 points of his own. The duo's chemistry has also helped 
spark the Leafs' offence this season. Kristen Shilton has more. 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Mitch Marner is used to celebrating Auston Matthews. 

There’s been a lot of that this season, with Matthews leading the chase 
for the Rocket Richard Trophy with 40 goals in 49 games. Marner has 
been on Matthews’ line throughout the year, assisting on 24 of those 40 
markers.  

But Marner is more than a mere footnote to Matthews' success, 
producing 66 points – good for third in the NHL – of his own. It's a 
relationship that started building even before the pair teamed up on the 
ice, back when Marner was as excited as any Leafs fan just to see 
Matthews in the fold. 

“It was actually draft night for him [on June 24, 2016], and I was at a 
concert at Budweiser Stage [in Toronto], and when we picked him [first 
overall], everyone started an 'Auston Matthews' chant,” Marner recalled 
on a post-practice Zoom call Friday. 

“And the kid I was and am still, I was in the middle of it, chanting as well. 
I’ve told Tony that story a couple times and we laugh about it now.” 

Marner and Matthews became fast friends from there, extending their 
shared passion for sports into the digital realm.  

“When we got to development camp [the week after Matthews was 
drafted], that was really the first time I got to sit down and actually talk 
with him, and it was just a lot of fun,” Marner said. "I brought my 
PlayStation so we were playing NBA and really anything on PlayStation. 
We’d always go back to our room and hang out and our bond grew from 
there.” 

They’re still side-by-side, scaling new NHL heights. 

Through 53 games in this pandemic-shortened season, Marner sits third 
in both points and even-strength points (50). His 19 goals have all come 
at 5-on-5, tying him for fifth in even-strength markers. 

Matthews has three regular-season games left to capture the goal-
scoring mantle and continue establishing himself as one of the league’s 
elite snipers. Marner is building a similar reputation, but as a playmaker. 
Marner was more of a scorer than passer early in his junior hockey 
career, but over time his mindset shifted to making plays. 

That’s served Marner well in his NHL career so far. Since entering the 
league in 2016-17, Marner is eighth overall in assists (255) and 11th in 
points (357 through 353 games). The 24-year-old credits his personal 
skills coach, Rob Desveaux, with helping him make the transition.  

“I've been working with [Desveaux] since I was four,” Marner said. “And 
from his standpoint, he's always just made me feel like you’ve got to use 
your mind out there. And when I see a play that I think I can make, don't 
be afraid to make it. 

“We just really work on seeing the whole ice, making sure that I'm using 
my creative mind. Another big part is always passing on my backhand, 
my forehand, saucers or anything like that – just always trying to work on 
all aspects of my passing game and making sure that I could do it.” 

Marner’s attention to detail doesn’t go unnoticed. He regularly takes 
advantage of the team’s skill sessions before practices, and goes full 
speed into every drill.  

“He's like a magician with the puck,” said Alex Galchenyuk. “He’s got an 
outstanding skill set, he's definitely a talent. And the chemistry he has 
with Matty is tremendous. He puts in a lot of effort in practice to work on 
those skills and it definitely shows up in games.” 

“[It’s impressive] the way he works on his game in a 200-foot style,” said 
Morgan Rielly. “You blink and he's controlling the puck again. What he's 
able to do at both ends of the ice is extremely valuable to our team and 
his game. When he brings that aspect, it really brings his teammates up 
to the same level.” 

Coach Sheldon Keefe hasn’t been shy about moving players around the 
lineup this season, but he’s kept Marner steadily on Matthews’ hip. 

Keefe has considered boosting his other lines with Marner’s presence at 
times, and had him rolling around with other linemates when Matthews 
was out injured for five games. But the thought never gets entertained for 
very long.  

“I've been a little bit tempted to try it and mix it up, but I think there's just 
been chemistry between the two,” Keefe said. “And it brings some real 
consistency in terms of the threat of offence to our team and I think it 
really causes a lot of problems for the opposition to have to think about. I 
just really felt comfortable with the chemistry and felt that, even if I would 
go away from it for a little bit, it would never be anything permanent. The 
results have been very positive.” 

Instead, Keefe will keep tinkering with the Leafs lineup in other ways. For 
Saturday’s game against Montreal, Adam Brooks will step back onto the 
fourth line for Stefan Noesen and Rasmus Sandin will come out for Ben 
Hutton. Keefe said removing Sandin has to do with giving the Leafs more 
salary cap flexibility as they head into their final two regular-season tilts 
next week. 

While the Leafs prepare for the Canadiens on Saturday, Frederik 
Andersen will make his second appearance with the American Hockey 
League’s Toronto Marlies. Andersen has been out since March 20 with a 
knee injury and is currently on a conditioning loan in the AHL. He played 
just over 30 minutes for the Marlies in Thursday’s 5-3 loss to Manitoba, 
giving up two goals on five shots before finishing with 12 saves on 14 
shots total. Keefe said the plan is for Andersen to play all of Saturday’s 
game.  

“This stint with the Marlies is just about getting [Andersen] back into 
game action,” Keefe said. “And getting back to building up his workload 
to be ready to play NHL games. He played yesterday, he got to practice 
with them today, he’ll play again tomorrow and then we’ll reassess it from 
there.” 
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TSN.CA / Granato grateful for the timing of his shot with the Sabres 
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When Don Granato took over in Buffalo, the Sabres were wallowing, and 
it felt like an entire decade of missing the playoffs cast a pall on 
everyone. But Granato's past experiences made him the perfect fit to 
take a shot at turning things around. TSN Senior Hockey Writer Frank 
Seravalli has more. 

 

By Frank Seravalli 

 

Don Granato was short on time, something he knows a thing or two 
about. The day he took over as Buffalo Sabres interim head coach on 
March 18, the team’s morning skate was cancelled due to the National 
Hockey League’s COVID-19 protocol. 

The only chance he had to gather his reeling roster was a couple hours 
before puck drop and Granato was tasked with finding the words to 
shake a sleepwalking team out of an abysmal 12-game winless streak, 
one of the longest in the NHL this century. 

“I looked at them and I said, ‘I guarantee you this is not the worst thing 
you will go through. I assure you our situation is not bleak. Pick our 
heads up,’” Granato recounted Thursday. 

Granato could say that confidently because, well, he knows bleak. The 
core of this Sabres roster was there in 2019 when Granato, then an 
assistant to Ralph Krueger, was placed in a medically induced coma to 
stave off a rare bacterial infection and pneumonia. He was told he had 
minutes to live. 

And in 2005 Granato took a leave from the St. Louis Blues to battle 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma, which derailed a career path that seemed destined 
for an NHL head coaching job after being named the AHL coach of the 
year in 2000-01. 

Many of the head coaches Granato edged for the Louis A.R. Pieri 
Memorial Award that season beat him to an NHL bench: Mike Babcock, 
Bruce Boudreau, Michel Therrien and John Stevens. 

But two decades later, those health issues and numerous stops and roles 
throughout the hockey world led Granato to that moment in the dressing 
room with the Sabres. It was an opportunity he was not going to let pass 
by. 

“You know, I’m grateful I didn’t get here earlier. Maybe I would have 
gotten here before now if I hadn’t gotten sick,” Granato said. “But I think 
it’s actually a blessing from the professional side, because I’m not so 
sure I would have been ready. 

“It really feels a lot less stressful. It’s more natural. When [GM] Kevyn 
[Adams] asked me if I could change things, a surge went through me. 
This is what I do.” 

So Granato got to work. His first order of business was to reinflate the 
Sabres’ tires. To say it was doom and gloom would be an 
understatement. 

The Sabres were wallowing, and it felt like an entire decade of missing 
the playoffs cast a pall on everyone. Granato’s message was simple: He 
told one player he spent two years as Joel Quenneville’s assistant in 
Chicago and never saw anyone wear a Stanley Cup ring. No one talked 
about winning the Stanley Cup. Even though they had won three in five 
seasons, it was in the past. So why would anyone in the Sabres 
organization talk about the dysfunction and lack of success over the past 
10 years? 

“We had lost the ability to see how to win,” Granato explained. “Our reflex 
was playing to not lose. We had to stop fearing losing. I told them we’ll 
win when we actually know how to win. I wanted them to come here and 
feel good, love being an NHL player every day.” 

Granato, now 53, just wasn’t sure how long it would take. He is a quick 
study. The Downers Grove, Ill., product is the brother of Tony and 
Hockey Hall of Famer Cammi. He was a goalie until age 14, then started 

playing centre and earned a scholarship to the University of Wisconsin, 
where he won a national championship with the Badgers in 1990. 

Granato told the Sabres that March 18 night that they could be a different 
team in just seven to 10 days. Then he had to make them believe it. 

There is no question Granato has accomplished that. The Sabres lost six 
more consecutive games to start his tenure, pushing the winless streak 
to 18.  

The Sabres have gone 8-10-2 since busting their slump. They feel like a 
different team, and that’s after trading away Taylor Hall, Brandon 
Montour, Eric Staal and Curtis Lazar. 

It’s always dangerous to evaluate a team that piles up wins late in the 
season once the pressure is off, but Granato has arguably done more 
with less than any other coach over the past half season. Over the last 
10 games, the Sabres have iced a lineup with a total salary cap hit 
averaging $38.9 million, according to CapFriendly.com – less than half of 
the $81.5 million cap. 

They battle. Under Granato, Buffalo has three wins when trailing after 
two periods – more than every team in the league except one. And there 
have been marked individual improvements. 

Rasmus Dahlin has suddenly looked like the No. 1 defenceman he was 
drafted to be. Four of his five goals this season have been scored with 
Granato behind the bench, and his average ice time is up a whole minute 
versus Krueger. Fellow first-round pick Casey Mittelstadt had just one 
goal and four assists in 13 games under Krueger. He has nine goals and 
nine assists in 27 games under Granato. 

Since his cancer diagnosis, Granato has been an NHL scout, an 
assistant coach in the NHL and NCAA, and an AHL head coach. But he 
believes it was his three seasons learning about what makes today's 
young stars tick as head coach of the U.S. National Development 
Program that prepared him best to be an NHL head coach. 

That longer and winding road is why he has confidence he has staying 
power in the NHL, something that some of the other AHL coaches in 
2000-01 that beat him to the NHL, did not have. 

In Ann Arbor, Granato shepherded along Auston Matthews, Zach 
Werenski, Charlie McAvoy and Matthew and Brady Tkachuk. 

One of the other players he coached there for three months? Jack Eichel. 

Heading into an off-season with the Sabres staring down many 
questions, Granato - the coach with a proven track record of developing 
young players - may have the answer to the most important one in 
Eichel. He could be the connective tissue that helps mend a weathered 
fence. 

“I got along well with Jack,” Granato said. “I think the issue for Jack is 
he’s shouldered all of it here. When he’s on a two-on-one with five 
minutes left and the game is on his stick, he knows he has to be the guy, 
or he’s the one facing the blame after the game. That is a different level 
of pressure.” 

The next Sabres coach is the other burning question. Granato said he 
hasn’t put much thought into his own future and what's next – even with 
one game remaining on the slate. Adams is on record as saying he will 
cast a wide net on his coaching search. Granato has never even 
interviewed for an NHL head coaching job, because he hasn’t had the 
chance. 

That may soon change. Whatever is in the cards, it won't be bleak. 

“If I am here, great. I would absolutely love that,” Granato said. “If I’m not 
a fit, well, I’m grateful for the opportunity I just had. I’ve developed not 
just a faith, I enjoy the journey. I mean that when I say it. Whatever 
happens, 100 per cent, I will be good. I will be happy.” 
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USA TODAY / Capitals' Tom Wilson says he initially thought Monday's 
Rangers dustup was 'routine hockey scrum' 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Washington Capitals forward Tom Wilson said he initially thought that 
Monday's actions that earned him a $5,000 fine and the ire of the New 
York Rangers was a "routine hockey scrum." 

That led to an injury to forward Artemi Panarin and a scathing statement 
to the NHL that earned the Rangers a $250,000 fine. In Wednesday's 
Capitals-Rangers rematch, six fights broke out in the first five minutes. 

The incident, which Wilson said "took on a new life after the game", 
began because he was trying to protect Capitals goalie Vitek Vanecek in 
the crease. 

"At a young age in hockey, you’re taught to stand up for your goalie, so 
that’s what I was doing," he said in a media availability on Friday. "And 
from there, you have guys jumping on your back and I think anybody’s 
first reaction would be to try to just throw them off you and wrestle them 
down to the ice. 

"Obviously, those scrums are chaotic and there’s lots of stuff going on, 
but I didn’t think too much of it at the time and nothing I say right now is 
going to change anyone’s opinion. ... I've got to keep moving forward." 

Wilson said he didn't want to second-guess his actions because the 
scrum was so quick moving, but he said he didn't want to drop his gloves 
and fight based on the skilled line that the Rangers had on the ice. 

But he did earn the fine for punching Pavel Buchnevich while he was on 
the ice. Panarin jumped on Wilson, who threw the smaller player to the 
ice and caused a season-ending lower body injury. 

Wilson said he reached out to Panarin, but didn't want to provide details, 
other than to say he was glad that the Rangers player was feeling better. 

"I think he’s a player that’s great for the game," Wilson said. "He’s a great 
personality. He’s a heckuva player and I like battling against him. I just 
wanted to send him a text and check in." 

Wilson, who has been suspended five times in his career and has 33 
points in 44 games this season, also wanted to keep private any 
conversations he might have had with the Department of Player Safety or 
the team. 

But he did confirm that coach Peter Laviolette talked to him about his 
size and strength compared with other players on the ice. 

"There’s guys of all shapes and sizes that play hockey," Wilson said. "I’m 
6-4, 225, and I guess Lavy’s point is you have to be aware of it." 

Wilson left Wednesday's game with an upper body injury but said he's 
good to go Friday night against the Philadelphia Flyers. 

He also said he saw some of the things that were being said about him 
on social media. 

"The good thing about social media is you’re able to close it and go about 
your life and worrying about playing hockey," he said. 
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