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Predators play their way into playoffs by beating Hurricanes  

By Chip Alexander  

The Nashville Predators played like a team that desperately 
needed to win. 

The Carolina Hurricanes played like a team that wanted to 
win. 

In this game, desperation was the difference. The Predators 
played their way into the Stanley Cup playoffs Saturday with 
a hard-fought 3-1 victory over the Canes at Bridgestone 
Arena. 

The Predators (30-23-2) will face the Hurricanes in the 
opening round of the playoffs as the No. 4 seed in the 
Central Division. The Canes (36-11-8) clinched the division 
and the No. 1 seed on Friday when the Dallas Stars beat the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

While the Canes had a 13-game point streak end, a bigger 
concern was a lower-body injury to defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin in the first period. Slavin was pulled from the lineup 
during the first intermission and did not return to the game. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said it was a precautionary 
move but said Slavin “tweaked” something and said the 
situation was “a little bit alarming.”  

“It’s exactly what you wouldn’t want to happen in these kinds 
of games,” Brind’Amour said. “We’ll know more (Sunday) but 
I’m hopeful it’s nothing too serious.” 

Luke Kunin scored the first two goals for Nashville and 
workhorse goalie Juuse Saros made it stand up with 21 
saves in besting the Canes’ Alex Nedeljkovic. Morgan 
Geekie scored his third goal of the season with 10:53 left in 
the third for the Canes off a Steven Lorentz pass, but that 
was all Saros allowed. 

Kunin beat Nedeljkovic with a backhander with 7:33 left in 
the second, then with a forehand wrister at 7:41 of the third. 
Erik Haula had an empty-net goal with 1:03 left in regulation 
for the Predators. 

For the Canes, it was the first loss to the Predators this 
season after six victories and Carolina’s first regulation loss 
since losing 3-1 to Detroit on April 12.  

“I give my guys a ton of credit,” Brind’Amour said. “I thought 
we had a lull there in the second period. ... They got 
momentum and they poured it to us. But I thought we had a 
good bounceback in the third and played pretty hard 
considering everything that was going on.” 

A preview of the playoffs? Maybe and maybe not. The Preds 
needed it more Saturday and was playing on home ice.  

“They were playing for their playoff lives and they came out 
and they showed that,” Lorentz said. “We know they’re 
coming with a big push early on. We know we have to match 

their intensity. We’d be doing the same thing if we were in 
the same situation they were.” 

The physical play increased in each period and was at a 
playoff level by the third period, when the hits and checks 
were frequent and hard. 

The Canes pulled Nedeljkovic for a sixth attacker with two 
minutes left in regulation but Haula, a former Canes forward, 
sealed it at 18:57 with the empty-net score. 

The Canes and Predators close out the regular season 
Monday at Bridgestone Arena. Then, they’ll go at it again in 
bigger games. 

Updates from earlier in the game: 

Second period: Kunin scores for Preds 

Kunin has the game’s first goal and the Predators a 1-0 lead 
after controlling the pace of play and puck possession much 
of the second period. 

Kunin scored his ninth of the season with 7:33 left in the 
period, beating Alex Nedeljkovic with a quick backhander 
after breaking down the slot past defenseman Brady Skjei 
and taking a pass from Mikaeal Granlund. The goal came 17 
seconds after Granlund won a faceoff in the Nashville zone. 

A bigger concern for the Canes was playing without 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin. He played eight shifts in the first 
period but during the intermission break was ruled out of the 
game with a lower-body injury.  

The Canes have been outshot 20-15 through two periods 
and have had 12 shots blocked. The Canes’ top line of 
Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Andrei Svechnikov 
has generated little offensively.  

First period: Goalies shine 

The first 20 minutes of the game was mostly about watching 
goalies Alex Nedeljkovic of Carolina and the Preds’ Juuse 
Saros do good work. 

And good penalty killing. The Predators had two power plays 
but could not score. The Canes had one but could not score 
and had trouble trying to get set up in the zone. 

The Preds had the edge in shots (9-7) and scoring chances 
(9-6) while both team had three high-danger chances 
(naturalstattrick.com). The Preds also had 12 hits to the 
Canes’ 3 in an increasingly physical first period. 

News and notes 

Nedeljkovic played his 23rd game and after 16th win of the 
season, which would have been a team high — both he and 
James Reimer have won 15. 

Forward Jordan Martinook, who has missed the past eight 
games with a lower-body injury, was at Saturday’s morning 
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skate alternating on the fourth line with forward Max 
McCormick. 

Forwards Brock McGinn (upper-body injury) and Cedric 
Paquette (lower-body) continue to be sidelined — McGinn 
will miss his 18th straight game and Paquette his fifth.  

McCormick, who was placed on NHL waivers Friday, cleared 
waivers Saturday.

 

Predators clinch playoff berth, Round 1 date vs. Hurricanes 

Luke Kunin scored twice to lead the Predators  

By Cory Lavalette 

The Predators posted a 3-1 win over the Hurricanes on 
Saturday in Nashville to clinch the fourth and final playoff 
spot in the Central Division and set up a first-round matchup 
with the division-winning Hurricanes. The two teams also 
play in the regular-season finale Monday in Music City, 
meaning the teams could conceivably play nine consecutive 
games. 

Luke Kunin scored twice for the Preds, while Morgan Geekie 
had Carolina’s only goal and Alex Nedeljkovic made 27 
saves but was handed the loss. 

Three Thoughts 

1. Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour was much happier 
with Saturday’s effort compared to Thursday’s overtime loss 
to Chicago even though Carolina saw its 13-game point 
streak end and lost in regulation for the first time since April 
12. That Nashville — which clinched a playoff berth with the 
win — was the more desperate team was no surprise. 

“We expected that,” Brind’Amour said. “And I actually give 
my guys a ton of credit. … (Nashville) just got momentum 
and poured it on us there in the second. But I thought we had 
a good bounce back in the third and played pretty hard 
considering everything that was going on.” 

Carolina could have folded up shop after the Predators’ built 
a two-goal lead on Luke Kunin’s second of the night at 7:41 
of the third, but the fourth line responded when Stephen 
Lorentz set up Geekie for the Hurricanes’ only goal just 86 
seconds later. 

“Steve kind of drew the defender and made a nice play 
through him,” Geekie said, “and I was just lucky enough to 
be in the right place at the right time and get it up over his 
pad.” 

2. The Hurricanes played the final two periods without 
Jaccob Slavin, who did not return after suffering a lower-
body injury late in the opening period. With the Central 
Division wrapped up before the game and Carolina’s first-
round opponent determined after, Slavin’s condition was the 
most important thing to come out of the game. 

“We definitely took him out precautionary, but there was 
definitely something that he tweaked,” Brind’Amour said. “So 
that’s a little bit alarming there, for sure. It’s exactly what you 
wouldn’t want to happen in these kind of games. We’ll know 
more tomorrow, but I’m hopeful that it’s nothing too serious.” 

While Dougie Hamilton has received most of the Norris 
Trophy hype over the past few seasons, Slavin is the team’s 
most irreplaceable defenseman. The good news is Carolina 
can hold Slavin out of Monday’s game and should be able to 
give him close to a week off to recover if needed. 

Brind’Amour also seemed optimistic that the team’s other 
injured players — Jordan Martinook, Brock McGinn and 
Cedric Paquette — would be ready for the postseason. 

“The big concern would be Jaccob now,” Brind’Amour said. 
But the other guys were on track, I think, to be back.” 

3. While the Predators had a lot to play for Saturday, the 
Hurricanes seemed content to balance out their usage and 
not overplay anyone unnecessarily. The Slavin injury threw a 
bit of a kink in that as the remaining five defensemen each 
logged more than 20 minutes, but Jake Bean and Jani 
Hakanpaa each carried much bigger loads. Bean led all 
Carolina players with a career-high 23:37, and Hakanpaa’s 
21:45 was six minutes more than he’s averaged since joining 
the Hurricanes. 

“I thought we competed hard, and those guys had to play 
more minutes than they normally would,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
thought they were fine.” 

Number To Know 

2.65 — Goals per game this season for Nashville, 21st in the 
NHL and currently the fewest among teams that have made 
the playoffs. The Predators (minus-3) are one of only two 
teams of the 15 to have qualified for the postseason to have 
a negative goal differential. St. Louis is minus-10, while 
Montreal — with a magic number of 1 point — has not yet 
clinched the final spot in the North Division but is currently 
minus-7. 

The Hurricanes’ plus-48 goal differential trails only Vegas 
(plus-62) and Colorado (plus-53). 
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They Said It 

“The goal was to pretty much get the building alive and (they) 
fed off that. They did a good job doing that.” 

— Hurricanes center Steven Lorentz on the Predators’ 
desperation in trying to secure a playoff spot 

Plus 

Steven Lorentz, Hurricanes center — Lorentz’s beautiful 
assist to Geekie made it so Predators goalie Juuse Saros 
(21 saves) was unable to make yet another spectacular save 
— though he certainly tried. Lorentz continues to hold his 
own and, along with Geekie, has made a solid case for being 
on the fourth line next season. The duo’s chemistry has 
helped them both succeed. 

“He and I are actually roommates,” Lorentz said, “and I’m a 
firm believer that if you can get along off the ice, then I think 

some of that translates onto the ice as well. … I know his 
tendencies and he knows how I play the game. He thinks the 
game at such a high level and he can rip the puck. I know 
any time I give him the puck, I just head to the net and good 
things will happen.” 

Minus 

Dougie Hamilton, Hurricanes defenseman — On a night 
when the Hurricanes could have used a big night from him if 
they wanted to win, Hamilton was on the ice for all three 
goals against — including seemingly out of position on 
Kunin’s second goal — and was unable to help Carolina 
shake out of its offensive funk. Hamilton looked a little out of 
sorts at times without Slavin, as did the whole team, and the 
low stakes of the game for the Hurricanes made it tough for 
them to rise to Nashville’s energy.

 

 

Recap: Canes' Point Streak Snapped in Nashville 

Canes and Predators to face off in first round of playoffs 

By Michael Smith 

NASHVILLE - The Carolina Hurricanes saw their 13-game 
point streak come to an end in a 3-1 loss to the Nashville 
Predators. 

The Bottom Line 

The Predators had everything to play for. They needed two 
points to clinch a seventh consecutive postseason berth. The 
Canes, meanwhile, had already punched their return ticket to 
the playoffs and secured first place in the division. With a 
partial, sizable and noisy crowd behind them, the Preds 
predictably came out with a physical push. 

"It was a playoff atmosphere out there tonight," Morgan 
Geekie said. "We knew what they were playing for, and we 
tried to match that. I think we've got another gear." 

"They were fighting for their playoff lives. They came out and 
showed that," Steven Lorentz said. "We had some good 
stretches where we took some energy and took it to them." 

Luke Kunin's two goals - a backhander in the second period 
and a breakaway tally in the third - were the difference, but 
the Canes were never not in the game. Alex Nedeljkovic 
made 28 saves, and for much of the game, the Canes were 
a shot away from tying the score. 

"I give my guys a ton of credit," head coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "I thought we had a good bounce back in the third and 
played pretty hard." 

In the end, the Preds came out on top for their first victory in 
seven tries against the Canes this season. It was Carolina's 
first regulation loss in nearly a month. 

Seven regular-season games down, one to go. And then 
these two teams will gear up for their first-ever match-up in 
the playoffs. 

"We just know that we have to match their intensity or get 
them back on their heels a little bit," Lorentz said. "We're not 
just going to sit back and be satisfied with our 
accomplishments this far. … Hockey is hockey, and at the 
NHL level you have to come ready to battle every single 
night." 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: Morgan Geekie 

In the building where he netted his first career NHL goal two 
months ago, Lorentz helped the Canes get on the board in 
the third period. 

Max McCormick's stick blade skied into the air on a shot 
attempt, but the puck still ended up on the stick of Lorentz. 
He skated into the slot and then slid a backhand pass 
through Erik Haula and over to Geekie, who kicked the puck 
to his stick and finished high over Juuse Saros. 

"It was kind of a broken play," Geekie said. "Steve drew the 
defender and made a nice play through him. I was just lucky 
enough to be in the right place at the right time." 

Minus: Jaccob Slavin held out 

After logging 7:13 of ice time in the first period, Slavin was 
held out of the final two periods of the game with a lower-
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body injury, a decision that was largely precautionary but 
worth monitoring, none the less. 

"There was definitely something he tweaked," Brind'Amour 
said. "A little bit alarming there, for sure. It's exactly what you 
wouldn't want to happen in these kinds of games. We'll know 
more tomorrow, but I'm hopeful it's nothing too serious." 

Stats Pack 

23:37: With the Canes down to five defensemen for the last 
two periods, Jake Bean logged a career high in ice time with 
23:37. 

26: This marked the Canes' first regulation loss in 26 
calendar days. 

17-4-1: In their last 22 games against the Predators, the 
Canes are 17-4-1. 

Quote of the Night 

"We're hopeful we'll get healthy and get a few guys back, 
which would be good. The process is what it is. We've got to 
get there first, get through the next game and then crank it 
up." - Rod Brind'Amour 

Up Next 

The Canes will close out the regular season against these 
same Predators on Monday night.

 

 

Predators clinch playoff berth, defeat Hurricanes for first time 

Kunin scores two goals for Nashville; teams will meet in first 
round 

By Robby Stanley 

NASHVILLE -- The Nashville Predators clinched the final 
Stanley Cup Playoff berth from the Discover Central Division 
with a 3-1 win against the Carolina Hurricanes at 
Bridgestone Arena on Saturday. 

The teams will meet in the first round after playing their final 
regular-season game here Monday. 

Luke Kunin scored two goals, and Mikael Granlund had two 
assists for the Predators (30-23-2), who defeated the 
Hurricanes for the first time this season (1-5-1). Juuse Saros 
made 21 saves. 

"I think it's a lot different than every year we've made the 
playoffs since I've been here," Nashville captain Roman Josi 
said. "First of all, it's a different season, obviously, but I think 
just the way we got in and the start we had. Nobody was 
happy with the way we played. I'm just really proud of the 
guys. We definitely earned it the hard way. We worked 
extremely hard to clinch a playoff spot. Just looking back at 
the last 20 games, it felt like every game was so important 
and we were in a playoff race every game. Everyone in our 
locker room played really well." 

Alex Nedeljkovic made 27 saves for the Hurricanes (36-11-
8), who have clinched first place in the Central Division and 
are tied with the Vegas Golden Knights for most points in the 
NHL (80). 

The loss ended Carolina's point streak at 13 games (9-0-4), 
tied for the longest in its history. 

"I actually give our guys a ton of credit," Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "I thought we had a lull there in the 
second period after that one penalty we took that was a little 
iffy. They just got momentum and poured it to us there in the 
second, but I thought we had a good bounce-back in the 
third and played pretty hard considering everything that was 
going on. I give our guys a lot of credit, and their team too. 
Obviously, they did what they had to do." 

Kunin gave Nashville a 1-0 lead at 12:27 of the second 
period on a backhand shot. Granlund made a backhand pass 
from the point to send Kunin in alone against Nedeljkovic. 

Kunin made it 2-0 at 7:41 of the third period on a breakaway. 
It was his 10th goal of the season. 

"I think tonight was a step in the right direction," Predators 
coach John Hynes said. "We had to win to get in. We had to 
win the game, which is what we knew, but also what we 
talked to our guys about was there was a certain way that we 
needed to play. I thought the assistant coaches did an 
excellent job coming up with a few different things over the 
last couple of days to present to the guys today. I thought the 
way that we competed and the way that we played, that was 
one where you had to win to get in and you're also playing 
the team that you're going to play. We thought we played a 
pretty good game here tonight." 

Morgan Geekie got Carolina within 2-1 at 9:07 when he 
scored at the left post off a backhand pass by Steven 
Lorentz. 

"It was kind of a broken play," Geekie said. "[Max 
McCormick] tried to take a shot, and his stick broke, 
unfortunately. But I ended up in the right there. I just tried to 
get open, and [Lorentz] kind of drew the defender and made 
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a nice play through him, and I was just lucky enough to be in 
the right place in the right time and get it up over [Saros'] 
pad." 

Erik Haula scored into an empty net to make it 3-1 with 1:03 
remaining. 

"We've had our ups and downs and a tough start to the year, 
kind of on the outside looking in," Predators defenseman 
Ryan Ellis said. "The guys, the coaches, management, 
everyone, we still believed, and we buried our heads and 
went to work." 

Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin did not play after the 
first period because of a lower-body injury. 

"We definitely took him out [as a precaution], but there was 
definitely something that he tweaked," Brind'Amour said. "A 

little bit alarming there, for sure. This is exactly what you 
wouldn't want to happen in these kind of games. We'll know 
more tomorrow, but I'm hopeful that it's nothing too serious." 

NOTES: The Predators' 14 playoff appearances since 2004, 
when they qualified for the postseason for the first time in 
their history, are tied with the San Jose Sharks for the 
second-most in the NHL behind the Pittsburgh Penguins, 
who have made it 15 times in that span. ... Nashville's streak 
of seven straight seasons qualifying for the playoffs is tied 
with the Washington Capitals for the second-longest in the 
NHL, behind the Penguins' run of 15 in a row. ... The Florida 
Panthers and Tampa Bay Lightning have the other playoff 
berths from the eight-team Central. ... Hurricanes forward 
Jordan Martinook participated in the morning skate but did 
not play. He has missed nine games because of a lower-
body injury.

 

Predators down Hurricanes 3-1 to clinch playoff berth 

By Jim Diamond 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — A big night for Like Kunin means 
the Nashville Predators and Carolina Hurricanes will be 
seeing a lot more of each other soon.  

Kunin scored twice and Juuse Saros made 21 saves as 
Nashville beat Carolina 3-1 on Saturday night to secure the 
Central Division’s fourth and final playoff berth. Erik Haula 
also scored and Mikael Granlund had two assists for 
Nashville, which has won three of four. 

With Carolina already having locked up the top spot in the 
Central, the Hurricanes and Predators will meet in the 
opening round of the playoffs.  

“Now we’re in the playoffs, and we just want to keep building, 
playing the way we play that helps us have success,” Kunin 
said. “We’re going to be seeing these guys a lot, so it was a 
good effort by everyone in the lineup.”  

Nashville has qualified for the playoffs in seven consecutive 
seasons.  

“I’m really proud of the guys,” Predators captain Roman Josi 
said. “We definitely earned it the hard way. We worked 
extremely hard to clinch a playoff spot.”  

Morgan Geekie scored and Alex Nedeljkovic made 27 saves 
for Carolina, which lost its first game in regulation since April 
12.  

“I don’t think there’s a lot of secrets,” Carolina coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of the upcoming playoff series between the 
teams. “We’ve got to get there first. We’ve got to get through 
that next game and then crank it up.”  

Prior to Saturday, the Hurricanes won all six matchups 
between the teams this season.  

“The way that we competed, the way that we played, that 
was one where you had to win to get in,” Predators coach 
John Hynes said. “You’re also playing the team that you are 
going to play. We thought we played a pretty good game 
here tonight. Things get elevated in the playoffs, but I think 
this is a good step for a first foundation here.”  

Kunin scored the game’s first goal at 12:27 of the second 
period. From just inside the Carolina blue line, Granlund 
lifted a backhand pass to Kunin skating through the high slot. 
He continued in alone on Nedeljkovic and scored on a 
backhand on the stick side.  

Kunin scored his second at 7:41 of the third with a wrist shot 
high to the glove side.  

Geekie ended Saros’ shutout bid at 9:07 of the third with a 
wrist shot from close range. Late in the second, Saros 
denied Geekie’s shot from the slot at the end of a 3-on-1 
Carolina rush.  

“It was a playoff atmosphere out there tonight,” Geekie said. 
“We knew what they were playing for and we tried to match 
that. I think we’ve got another gear and I think we can take 
another step in the right direction and continue to get better 
against these guys.”  

Saros’ best save came with just under 6 minutes remaining 
in the first, when he denied Jordan Staal’s wrist shot from the 
low slot, going left to right and swatting away the shot with 
his blocker.  

Haula secured the victory and playoff berth with an empty-
net goal with 1:03 remaining in the third.  

POINTS STREAK SNAPPED 
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Entering Saturday, the Hurricanes had earned at least one 
standings point in the last 13 games, going 9-0-4 over that 
span, equaling a franchise record.  

SLAVIN OUT 

Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin played 7:13 of the 
first period but did not return to the game after the first 
intermission. The team announced that he would not return 
due to a lower-body injury.  

Entering Saturday. Slavin led all Carolina players in average 
ice time per game at 23:17.  

“We definitely took him out precautionary but there was 
definitely something he tweaked,” Brind’Amour said after the 
game. “A little bit alarming there for sure. This is exactly what 

you wouldn’t want to happen in these kind of games. We’ll 
know more tomorrow. I’m hopeful that it’s nothing too 
serious.” 

HITTING 300 

Predators defenseman Matt Benning played his 300th career 
game.  

SAROS AGAIN 

Saros started his 13th consecutive game in goal for the 
Predators.  

UP NEXT 

The teams conclude the regular season Monday night with a 
rematch at Bridgestone Arena. 

 

 

Predators lock up first-round date with Hurricanes in 3-1 win 

It’s been said for years that a theoretical 
Predators/Hurricanes playoff series would be incredible. 
We’re about to find out if those theories are correct. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

There are two main goals at the end of a season in which a 
team has clinched a playoff spot or a division title: stay 
sharp, and stay healthy. 

Saturday night in Nashville, the Carolina Hurricanes were 0-
for-2 on those goals. 

Luke Kunin scored twice and the Nashville Predators locked 
up the final Central Division playoff spot with a 3-1 win, their 
first win of the season against the Hurricanes and a result 
that left many more questions than answers for the visitors. 

Chief among those questions: what is the status of Jaccob 
Slavin? The Hurricanes’ top defenseman did not play after 
the first period, ruled out with what the team called a lower-
body injury. Even if it was nothing more than a precaution, 
the Hurricanes got a two-period glimpse of life without Slavin, 
and it wasn’t exactly appointment viewing. 

From the start, the Predators were playing with enough jump 
for both teams. A penalty-filled first period was feisty from the 
opening faceoff, and the Predators looked every bit the part 
of a team ready and willing to play desperate hockey to wrap 
up a playoff spot. The Hurricanes struggled to keep up with 
the Predators’ speed and physicality all night, and the home 
squad was more than willing to run roughshod to clinch a 
postseason berth. 

Alex Nedeljkovic, perhaps the Hurricanes’ most consistent 
player all night, made 26 saves, but he had no chance on 
Nashville’s first goal, 12:27 into the second period, when 
Mikael Granlund threaded a perfect pass to Luke Kunin just 
as Kunin split the defense and roofed a backhand.  

Early in the third, Martin Necas had beaten Nashville 
goaltender Juuse Saros to the far side but caught the post, 
emblematic of the Hurricanes’ close-but-no-cigar 
performance. Kunin soon after doubled the Predators’ lead, 
when Saros caught the Hurricanes in a lackadaisical line 
change and sprung Kunin on a breakaway 7:41 into the final 
period. 

Nedeljkovic came up big just minutes later, stopping a laser 
of a wrist shot from Matt Duchene, and the Hurricanes pulled 
closer on the next shift. Max McCormick’s shot attempt died 
as the result of a broken stick, but the puck went right to 
Steven Lorentz, who backhanded a pass to Morgan Geekie 
at the side of the net to break Saros’ shutout. 

But the Hurricanes came no closer. The Predators’ effort was 
stifling, not needing to manufacture any momentum, while 
the Hurricanes couldn’t match the pace. Former Hurricane 
Erik Haula finished it off into an empty net to clinch the 
Predators’ seventh consecutive playoff berth, and set 
themselves up with a win in the first of what could total nine 
straight games between the squads. 

The teams will finish the regular season on Monday in 
Nashville, then later in the week the scene will move back to 
Raleigh for the first two games of the 2021 postseason. 
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Geekie, Lorentz on loss to Nashville 

Morgan Geekie, Steven Lorentz and Rod Brind’Amour spoke 
with the media following a 3-1 loss to the Nashville 
Predators. 

By Andrew Schnittker and Brian LeBlanc 

With little to play for Saturday night, the Hurricanes found 
themselves outplayed in a 3-1 loss against a Nashville 
Predators team that locked up a playoff spot and, 
coincidentally, a first-round matchup against the Hurricanes. 

Steven Lorentz and Morgane Geekie, who connected for the 
team’s lone goal, along with head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
spoke to the media after the win. Here’s a full breakdown of 
everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Jaccob Slavin’s injury: Well we definitely took him out 
precautionary, but there was definitely something that he 
tweaked, so that’s a little bit alarming there for sure. It’s 
exactly what you wouldn’t want to happen in these kind of 
games. We’ll know more tomorrow, but I’m hopeful that it’s 
nothing too serious.  

On Nashville being the more desperate team: We expected 
that, for sure. And I actually give my guys a ton of credit. I 
thought we had a lull there in the second after that one 
penalty that we took that was kind of iffy. They just got 
momentum and poured it to us there in the second. But I 
thought we had a good bounce back in the third and played 
pretty hard, considering everything that was going on. So I 
give our guys a lot of credit, and their team too, obviously. 
They did what they had to do.  

On these games being playoff rehearsals now that the team 
is playing Nashville in round one: We know what they’re 
doing. They’ve made a little adjustment on a couple things 
we noticed. I don’t think there’s a lot of secrets. We’re 
hopeful we’ll get healthy and get a few guys back, which will 
be good. But I think the process is what it is. We’ve got to get 
there first, get through that next game and then crank it up. 

On getting healthy: I hope so. The big concern would be 
Jaccob now. But the other guys, we’re on track, I think, to be 
back. So I guess we’ll wait and see.  

On Jake Bean and Jani Hakanpaa playing more: I was proud 
of all the guys, the effort, considering what was on the line 
for them and for us. I thought we competed hard, and those 
guys had to play more minutes than they normally would. I 
thought they were fine.  

On players like Morgan Geekie and Steven Lorentz building 
off-ice chemistry: I think it is in any team. This year’s been 
tough, because we just haven’t been able to foster any of 
those relationships away from the rink. But I think they have 
that previous history, that helps, for sure.  

Morgan Geekie 

On the matchup with Nashville: Obviously it was a playoff 
atmosphere out there tonight. We knew what they were 
playing for, and we tried to match that. I think we have 
another gear, and I think we can take another step in the 
right direction and continue to get better against these guys. 

On chemistry playing alongside Lorentz: I don’t know if it’s 
anything in particular. Obviously we play a similar game. 
[Max McCormick] made a great play off the start of that play, 
too. When it comes to me and Steven, we just kind of think 
the game in the same way, so it definitely helps in situations 
like that. 

On the play that led to the goal: It was kind of a broken play. 
[McCormick] tried to take a shot, and his stick broke 
unfortunately, but it ended up right there and I just tried to get 
open. Steve kind of drew the defender and made a nice play 
through him, and I was just lucky enough to be in the right 
place at the right time and get it up over his pad. 

Steven Lorentz 

On the intensity from the Predators and what to expect going 
forward: It was to be expected, like you said. They’re fighting 
for their playoff lives, and they showed that. They were 
playing very physical, all their lines, especially the fourth line. 
They were doing a good job creating energy. Their goal was 
to get the building alive, and they fed off that, and they did a 
good job doing that. We had some stretches where we took 
some of that energy and took it to them a little bit, and I think 
we got better too. Moving forward, there are some things we 
can take away from that game, definitely some positives, but 
there are things that we need to work on. If we clean those 
things up, I think we’ll be alright Monday. 

On the chemistry playing alongside Geekie: I think that’s 
maybe where it stems from [having played together 
previously]. He and I are roommates, and I’m a firm believer 
that if you can get along off the ice, then I think some of that 
translates onto the ice as well. I think that’s partially why our 
team’s had so much success, too. I think we’re a tight knit 
group, and guys all get along off the ice, and it makes you 
want to be better on the ice. That little extra mile is what it 
takes sometimes. I know [Geekie’s] tendencies, and I know 
how he plays the game, and he thinks the game at such a 
high level and he can rip the puck. I know anytime I give him 
the puck, I just head to the net and good things will happen. 
Tonight it was a little bit like that, and we were fortunate 
enough to get one. Hopefully we can continue in the next 
game and going into the playoffs as well. 

On matching up against a team with plenty to play for: It’s 
weird, because we obviously know that and we know they’re 
going to come with a push early on. And it’s not like we’re 
unprepared for anything like that. We just know we have to 
match their intensity and put them back on their heels a little 
bit. That’s what good teams do. They expect that, and we 
expect that out of that group. That’s what they did, and we 
would be doing the same thing if we were in the same 
position that they were. But at the same time, we’re still 
looking for that first overall place in the whole NHL, and 
that’s still a goal of ours going into the final game. We’re not 
just going to sit back and be satisfied with the 
accomplishments we’ve [achieved] so far, winning our 
division. We’re playing for two points on Monday. It doesn’t 
really matter where these guys are in the standings or where 
we are in the standings. Hockey’s hockey, and at the NHL 
level you’ve got to come ready to battle every single night. 
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On the good things to take from the game: We know what 
makes our team successful, and the coaches preach it all the 
time. It’s kind of a grind game, and what we call a “stress 
game.” That’s when we’re not turning pucks over, every 
single time the opponent gets a break or flip it out, we just 
turn the puck over, get it right back in their end and try to 
suffocate them. I think you could tell tonight, when we had 
our successful stretches, that was going on. I think they’d go 
D-to-D and we’d just have a guy waiting, or they’d try to go 

up the wall and we’d have a defenseman there ready to 
pounce. That’s our game, and we know that, and that’s how 
we’re going to have success in the playoffs. We’ve been 
doing it all year, maybe the past couple of weeks there’s 
been a little bit of a lull, but I think we know what we have to 
do moving forward, and address those things in practice and 
in video. And we’ll be ready to go not only Monday but for the 
playoffs.

 

 

Wolves miffed by Griffins 

Magic number drops to 6 thanks to Cleveland's shootout loss  

Tyler Spezia and Turner Elson scored 62 seconds apart late 
in the second period to spark the Grand Rapids Griffins to a 
3-1 victory over the Chicago Wolves Saturday night at the 
Wolves Training Facility. 

Center Tommy Novak scored for the Wolves (18-8-1-2), 
whose magic number to clinch the Central Division dropped 
to 6 because the second-place Cleveland Monsters suffered 
a 4-3 shootout loss to the Rochester Americans. 

“I thought we worked hard for most of the game,” said 
Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “Just couldn’t find a 
way to create a little bit more offense. A little bit of a rut right 
now. We’ve got to find our way out of it.” 

Grand Rapids (14-10-3-1) opened the scoring at 5:26 of the 
first when Hayden Verbeek centered a pass toward the top 
of the crease that Schaumburg native Patrick Curry 
redirected home. The Wolves protested that defenseman 
Dylan McIlrath, who triggered the play in the offensive zone, 
used his broken stick to knock the stick out of a Wolves 
player’s hand shortly before the goal, but it went unheeded. 

The Wolves pushed it to a 1-1 knot on Novak’s goal at 5:44 
of the second. The Wolves kept peppering goaltender Pat 
Nagle with shots and he eventually moved out of the crease 
to try to cut down an angle. Phil Tomasino’s backhand from 
the goal line couldn’t find the back of the net, but Novak 
swatted home the rebound. 

The Griffins seized momentum with a pair of goals 62 
seconds apart late in the second. Tyler Spezia took 
advantage of a Wolves defensemen taking an inadvertent 
puck to the face to break free at 17:27, then Turner Elson 
snapped home a shot immediately after a faceoff at 18:29 to 
give the visitors a 3-1 lead entering the third. 

Nagle (6-5-0) stopped 22 shots to pick up the victory while 
Wolves goaltender Antoine Bibeau (4-2-1) posted 26 saves 
in his attempt to earn his 100th American Hockey League 
win. 

The Wolves enter their final week of the regular season by 
hosting the Rockford IceHogs at 2 p.m. Monday. All Wolves 
games are streamed on AHLTV.com.

 

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251261134.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/05/predators-clinch-playoff-berth-round-1-date-vs-hurricanes/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-point-streak-snapped-in-nashville/c-324512184 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-game-recap/c-324338118 

https://apnews.com/article/nashville-predators-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-nhl-sports-caa7f44a8fbc58b71cb514c5f6779b83 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/8/22426863/carolina-hurricanes-game-recap-nashville-predators-luke-kunin-morgan-geekie-nhl-playoffs-first-

round 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/8/22426944/carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-rod-brindamour-morgan-geekie-steven-lorentz 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/05/08/wolves-miffed-by-griffins/ 
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Predators play their way into playoffs by beating Hurricanes 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 08, 2021 07:41 PM 

  

The Nashville Predators played like a team that desperately needed to 
win. 

The Carolina Hurricanes played like a team that wanted to win. 

In this game, desperation was the difference. The Predators played their 
way into the Stanley Cup playoffs Saturday with a hard-fought 3-1 victory 
over the Canes at Bridgestone Arena. 

The Predators (30-23-2) will face the Hurricanes in the opening round of 
the playoffs as the No. 4 seed in the Central Division. The Canes (36-11-
8) clinched the division and the No. 1 seed on Friday when the Dallas 
Stars beat the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

While the Canes had a 13-game point streak end, a bigger concern was 
a lower-body injury to defenseman Jaccob Slavin in the first period. 
Slavin was pulled from the lineup during the first intermission and did not 
return to the game. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said it was a precautionary move but said 
Slavin “tweaked” something and said the situation was “a little bit 
alarming.” 

“It’s exactly what you wouldn’t want to happen in these kinds of games,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We’ll know more (Sunday) but I’m hopeful it’s nothing 
too serious.” 

Luke Kunin scored the first two goals for Nashville and workhorse goalie 
Juuse Saros made it stand up with 21 saves in besting the Canes’ Alex 
Nedeljkovic. Morgan Geekie scored his third goal of the season with 
10:53 left in the third for the Canes off a Steven Lorentz pass, but that 
was all Saros allowed. 

Kunin beat Nedeljkovic with a backhander with 7:33 left in the second, 
then with a forehand wrister at 7:41 of the third. Erik Haula had an empty-
net goal with 1:03 left in regulation for the Predators. 

For the Canes, it was the first loss to the Predators this season after six 
victories and Carolina’s first regulation loss since losing 3-1 to Detroit on 
April 12. 

“I give my guys a ton of credit,” Brind’Amour said. “I thought we had a lull 
there in the second period. ... They got momentum and they poured it to 
us. But I thought we had a good bounceback in the third and played 
pretty hard considering everything that was going on.” 

A preview of the playoffs? Maybe and maybe not. The Preds needed it 
more Saturday and was playing on home ice. 

“They were playing for their playoff lives and they came out and they 
showed that,” Lorentz said. “We know they’re coming with a big push 

early on. We know we have to match their intensity. We’d be doing the 
same thing if we were in the same situation they were.” 

The physical play increased in each period and was at a playoff level by 
the third period, when the hits and checks were frequent and hard. 

The Canes pulled Nedeljkovic for a sixth attacker with two minutes left in 
regulation but Haula, a former Canes forward, sealed it at 18:57 with the 
empty-net score. 

The Canes and Predators close out the regular season Monday at 
Bridgestone Arena. Then, they’ll go at it again in bigger games. 

Updates from earlier in the game: 

SECOND PERIOD: KUNIN SCORES FOR PREDS 

Kunin has the game’s first goal and the Predators a 1-0 lead after 
controlling the pace of play and puck possession much of the second 
period. 

Kunin scored his ninth of the season with 7:33 left in the period, beating 
Alex Nedeljkovic with a quick backhander after breaking down the slot 
past defenseman Brady Skjei and taking a pass from Mikaeal Granlund. 
The goal came 17 seconds after Granlund won a faceoff in the Nashville 
zone. 

A bigger concern for the Canes was playing without defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin. He played eight shifts in the first period but during the 
intermission break was ruled out of the game with a lower-body injury. 

The Canes have been outshot 20-15 through two periods and have had 
12 shots blocked. The Canes’ top line of Sebastian Aho, Teuvo 
Teravainen and Andrei Svechnikov has generated little offensively. 

FIRST PERIOD: GOALIES SHINE 

The first 20 minutes of the game was mostly about watching goalies Alex 
Nedeljkovic of Carolina and the Preds’ Juuse Saros do good work. 

And good penalty killing. The Predators had two power plays but could 
not score. The Canes had one but could not score and had trouble trying 
to get set up in the zone. 

The Preds had the edge in shots (9-7) and scoring chances (9-6) while 
both team had three high-danger chances (naturalstattrick.com). The 
Preds also had 12 hits to the Canes’ 3 in an increasingly physical first 
period. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

Nedeljkovic played his 23rd game and after 16th win of the season, 
which would have been a team high — both he and James Reimer have 
won 15. 

Forward Jordan Martinook, who has missed the past eight games with a 
lower-body injury, was at Saturday’s morning skate alternating on the 
fourth line with forward Max McCormick. 

Forwards Brock McGinn (upper-body injury) and Cedric Paquette (lower-
body) continue to be sidelined — McGinn will miss his 18th straight game 
and Paquette his fifth. 

McCormick, who was placed on NHL waivers Friday, cleared waivers 
Saturday. 
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Nashville Predators clinch NHL playoff berth with win against Carolina 
Hurricanes 

 

Mike Organ 

 

The Nashville Predators have locked down their spot in the postseason. 

On Saturday, Nashville beat the Carolina Hurricanes 3-1 in Bridgestone 
Arena. As a result, Nashville has secured fourth place in the Central 
Division. The top four teams from each of the four divisions earn a spot in 
the NHL playoffs.  

The Preds (30-23-2) have 62 points, while Dallas has 58. Though the 
Stars still have two games left, Nashville holds the tiebreaker.  

Due to postseason changes for 2021, which creates intradivisional 
matchups in each of the first two rounds, Nashville will face Carolina— 
the Central Division's top seed— in the first round in a best-of-seven 
series. 

Dates and times for the playoffs are not set.  

If Nashville can get past Carolina, it will play either Florida or Tampa Bay.  

It will be the Predators' seventh straight postseason appearance and 
14th in the franchise's history. 

Several factors including COVID-19, a bad start to the season and a 
flurry of injuries made this year's playoff berth unique for Nashville. 

"This one has a little bit more meaning for the guys in the room, for 
management, for the coaches," defenseman Ryan Ellis said. "Obviously, 
it was a strange year and we've had our ups and downs. It was a tough 
start to the year, kind of on the outside looking in. But the guys, the 
coaches, the management still believed and we buried our heads and 
went to work." 

The Predators have not made it past the second round of the playoffs 
since 2017, when they lost to Pittsburgh in the Stanley Cup Final.  

It was the Predators' first win this season against Carolina (36-11-8) after 
six losses. 

"Tonight was a step in the right direction in (building confidence against 
Carolina)," coach John Hynes said. "We had to win to get in, but I also I 
talked to the guys a lot about there's a certain way that we need to play. 
You know things get elevated in the playoffs, but this is a good step for 
us building a foundation here."  

It was the Hurricanes' first loss in regulation in 13 games. 

Luke Kunin scored both of Nashville’s goals – the first midway through 
the second period and the second with 12:19 left in regulation, which put 
the Predators up 2-0. 

Kunin’s first score came off a pass from Mikael Grunland. Kunin skated in 
front of the net and flipped the puck in backhanded. 

His second goal was a shot in the top corner over the glove of 
Hurricane’s goalie Alex Nedeljkovic. 

Kunin, who has six goals in the last nine games, said finally beating 
Carolina made earning the playoff berth even more special. It was the 
first time this season Nashville scored more than two goals against the 
Hurricanes. 

"I don't think we played particularly well in all the other games (against 
Carolina) besides tonight," Kunin said. "We did a lot of good things pretty 
much for the whole game. That was big for us and now we hope to do 
that for the next few games obviously."  

 Morgan Geekie got Carolina on the board two minutes after Kunin’s 
second goal. 

Erik Haula scored an empty net goal for Nashville with 1:03 remaining. 

Even though the Hurricanes had already clinched the division 
championship they played their full lineup. 

Nashville still has to close the regular season at home against Carolina 
on Monday, but its playoff status will not change regardless of the result 
of those games, 
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Nashville Predators clinch playoff spot with 3-1 win over Carolina 
Hurricanes 

 

Mike Organ 

 

The Nashville Predators are back in the playoffs for the seventh 
consecutive year and got there by beating one of the best teams in the 
NHL. 

Nashville knocked off the Carolina Hurricanes, who have already 
clinched the No. 1 seed in the Central Division, 3-1 Saturday night. 

The Predators (30-23-2) secured fourth place in Central Division by 
claiming their sixth win in their last seven games at Bridgestone Arena. 

The regular season ends Monday night with another game against the 
Hurricanes at Bridgestone Arena. 

It was Nashville’s first win this season against Carolina (36-11-8) after six 
losses. 

It was the Hurricanes' first loss in regulation in 13 games. 

Luke Kunin scored both of Nashville’s goals – the first midway through 
the second period and the second with 12:19 left in regulation, which put 
the Predators up 2-0. 

Kunin’s first score came off a pass from Mikael Grunland. Kunin skated in 
front of the net and flipped the puck in backhanded. 

His second goal was a shot in the top corner over the glove of 
Hurricane’s goalie Alex Nedeljkovic. 

Kunin has six goals in his last nine games and 10 in 38 games. 

Morgan Geekie got Carolina on the board two minutes after Kunin’s 
second goal. 

Erik Haula scored an empty-net goal for Nashville with 1:03 remaining. 

Even though the Hurricanes had already clinched the division 
championship they played their full lineup. 
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The Athletic / “He’s one of the top players to ever play the game”: Connor 
McDavid’s 100-point season puts him in rarified air 
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By Daniel Nugent-Bowman and Jonathan Willis May 9, 2021  

 

Connor McDavid did the remarkable, likely the most remarkable 
individual accomplishment of his career so far. 

The Oilers captain recorded his 100th point of the 2021 season Saturday 
when he set up running mate Leon Draisaitl on a two-man advantage at 
19 minutes, 20 seconds of the second period. 

The assist capped off a four-point night as part of a 4-3 win over the 
Canucks. 

“Four-point nights aren’t something that come regularly,” said McDavid, 
who now has seven of them this season. “I was just trying to come in and 
play a good game, play like I can. After the first one, it crosses your 
mind.” 

Draisaitl immediately turned and looked toward McDavid, eager to 
embrace him after the goal was scored. The Tragically Hip’s “Ahead by a 
Century” blared over the speakers as players went to the dressing room 
for the intermission. 

“He set me up a few times before that. I’m surprised he tried me one 
more time,” Draisaitl jokingly said. “It’s fun to be a part of it and he should 
enjoy this night.” 

Though it was a milestone that seemed inevitable for days as McDavid 
racked up an astonishing 27 points over his previous 10 games, it wasn’t 
any less impressive. 

“It solidifies he’s one of the top players to ever play the game,” Oilers 
coach Dave Tippett said of McDavid reaching the century mark in the 
truncated season. 

“This is a player that gets checked harder than any other player in the 
league. I guarantee any team that comes in here talks about how they’re 
going to check him and keep him off the board, and he still does what he 
does.” 

“Unbelievable,” added goaltender Mike Smith before the game. “He’s a 
special talent who just continues to improve — which is mind-blowing in 
itself. 

“I don’t know why he’s settling on 100. There are higher goals out there 
that he can hit.” 

Hitting 100 points before the end of a 56-game season is easily 
McDavid’s most prolific offensive season. It’s also one of the best 
campaigns in NHL history. 

But just how good is it? 

According to Hockey-Reference, McDavid went into Saturday’s game 
enjoying the ninth-best offensive season in league history. That’s 
probably an understatement. 

The list ahead of him is undeniably impressive. Wayne Gretzky and 
Mario Lemieux are both featured, as one would expect. So too is Original 
Six legend Howie Morenz, who somewhat unexpectedly takes the top 
spot on the list. Yet there are two other names that would surprise not 
just the casual observer but even a fan well-versed in hockey history. 

HR's top-10 adjusted seasons 

RK. PLAYER SEASON G A P 

1 

Howie Morenz 

27-28 

67 

123 

190 

2 

Wayne Gretzky 

85-86 

41 

129 

170 

3 

Cooney Weiland 

29-30 

70 

98 

168 

4 

Wayne Gretzky 

84-85 

58 

108 

166 

5 

Mario Lemieux 

88-89 

71 

94 

165 

6 

Wayne Gretzky 

83-84 

69 

94 

163 

7 

Frank Boucher 

29-30 

42 

118 

160 

8 

Wayne Gretzky 

82-83 

57 

102 
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159 

9 

Connor McDavid 

20-21 

51 

107 

158 

10 

Wayne Gretzky 

81-82 

68 

88 

156 

It’s because the 1929-30 season was a mess. Cooney Weiland and 
Frank Boucher are deserving Hall of Famers, but neither managed to 
place higher than third in the Hart voting that year. The explanation of 
their freakish numbers can be found in the only midseason rule change 
to be found in the NHL’s abbreviated guide to historical rule changes: 

“Forward passing rules instituted at the beginning of the 1929-30 season 
more than doubled number of goals scored. Partway through the season, 
these rules were further amended to read, ‘No attacking player allowed to 
precede the play when entering the opposing defensive zone.’ This is 
similar to modern offside rule.” 

In other words, for the first and only time in NHL history, players were 
permitted to sit in front of the opposition net and wait for the puck, 
wherever it happened to be. It created chaos, and the league reversed 
itself a little over a month later, but not before six players in 1929-30 had 
posted seasons that currently place in the top 40 by Hockey-Reference’s 
criteria. 

Even Morenz’s inclusion here is suspect, despite his three Hart wins. The 
NHL’s experimentation with new rules in the 1920s mean that 1925-30 
was a golden age for scoring. Fourteen of the 40-best seasons of all time 
fall in that five-year window. Even the 1980s, an era legendary for 
offence and spanning twice the time period, contribute just nine and all of 
them are courtesy of either Gretzky or Lemieux. 

What happens if we take those 10 all-time seasons and look at how 
much better a player having the legendary season was over the next-
best skater? 

HR's top-10 adjusted seasons 

PLAYER   SEASON   OVER 2ND PLACE   OVER BEST OPP.   

Wayne Gretzky 

83-84 

63% 

70% 

Wayne Gretzky 

82-83 

59% 

59% 

Wayne Gretzky 

85-86 

55% 

55% 

Wayne Gretzky 

84-85 

54% 

61% 

Howie Morenz 

27-28 

45% 

86% 

Wayne Gretzky 

81-82 

44% 

44% 

Connor McDavid 

20-21 

22% 

48% 

Mario Lemieux 

88-89 

19% 

19% 

Cooney Weiland 

29-30 

5% 

5% 

Frank Boucher 

29-30 

-5% 

-5% 

There are two columns here. The first shows percentage lead over the 
second-place scorer, regardless of team. The second eliminates a 
player’s own teammates from consideration. 

Peak Gretzky is simply unassailable. For four consecutive seasons, he 
had a 50 percent lead on the next-best scorer in hockey, and a lot of 
times it was a teammate. He remains the most impressive offensive 
talent in league history, and it isn’t even all that close. 

But if you’re looking for the best non-Gretzky season of all time, McDavid 
is in the mix. 

Lemieux was cursed with a career overlapping that of Gretzky, and he 
looks less impressive than he should here as a result. Gretzky’s 1988-89 
season is the 22nd best in league history, according to Hockey-
Reference, and probably deserves to rank ahead of higher-rated 1920s’ 
seasons posted by Weiland, Boucher, Bill Cook, Dick Irvin and Andy 
Blair. That’s the head-to-head competition Lemieux had in his own best 
season. 

Morenz, who led the NHL in goals, assists, and points in 1928, deserves 
to be in there, too. It’s all but impossible to fairly gauge a season played 
so long ago and under such different rules, but three times Morenz was 
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chosen as the best player in the game and 1928 represents the absolute 
peak of his offensive powers. 

McDavid’s also right there. Exclude his frequent collaborator Draisaitl 
from consideration and he towers over Colorado’s brilliant Nathan 
MacKinnon by almost 50 percent, a Gretzkian standard. 

It’s a shame to reduce the brilliance of McDavid’s campaign to numbers, 
but it’s almost only by the numbers that we can appreciate how incredible 
his achievement really is. Exclude Gretzky, and it’s the kind of 
accomplishment an NHL player has managed just three times in the past 
100 years. 

OK, so McDavid stacks up pretty darn well if we’re adjusting for eras. But 
how about if we just look at the numbers in their totality? 

Hockey historian and author Eric Zweig said he believes what McDavid is 
doing this season is astonishing, especially considering the point totals of 
scoring champions since the 2004-05 lockout. 

Joe Thornton led the NHL in the first season back with 125 points and 
Sidney Crosby followed that up with 120. Those totals weren’t bettered 
until Nikita Kucherov racked up 128 points in 2018-19. (It’s worth noting 
Draisaitl had 110 points with 11 games to go on the Oilers’ schedule last 
season when the pandemic halted play.) 

McDavid, on a prorated basis, is on pace to blow way past any of those 
players’ career highs. He’s tracking to hit 155 points if this were a normal 
82-game campaign. 

“It’s kind of Gretzky-like,” Zweig said. 

McDavid became the ninth player in NHL history to record 100 points in 
no more than 53 games. The others? Gretzky 11 times, Lemieux six 
times, Jari Kurri twice, Phil Esposito twice, Jaromir Jagr, Bernie Nicholls, 
Steve Yzerman and Marcel Dionne. 

The last player to surpass 150 points was Lemieux in 1995-96. The 
Magnificent One had 161 points that season. 

That season, however, was slightly higher scoring than it is today. Per 
Hockey-Reference, teams scored 3.14 goals per game compared to 2.93 
this season before Saturday’s action. Only three times have teams 
averaged three goals since — 2005-06 (3.08), 2018-19 (3.01) and 2019-
20 (3.02). 

Without adjusting for era, Lemieux’s and Gretzky’s best year-end totals 
are in a league of their own — as any hockey fan knows. It’s not fair to 
compare McDavid to them, considering roughly two more goals per game 
were scored during Gretzky’s peak in the 1980s. 

Hitting the 150-point mark has only happened 16 times in NHL history — 
nine times by Gretzky, four times by Lemieux, and once each by 
Yzerman, Esposito, and Nicholls. 

It’s a shame, Zweig said, this isn’t a full season because McDavid might 
have been able to reach rarified air. 

Instead, McDavid hitting the 100-point mark in a 56-game campaign 
brought the 1974-75 season to Zweig’s memory. Esposito hit 100 points 
in 54 games. Guy Lafleur did it in 56 games. Bobby Orr needed 57 
games. 

“I’m not prepared to say he’s Bobby Orr yet — he might be — but he’s 
certainly Guy Lafleur in his prime,” Zweig said, adding McDavid should 
be a far more accomplished player than Lafleur by the end of his career. 

None of those players, however, made it to 150 points. Orr led the league 
in scoring with 135 points in an 80-game season where teams netted 
3.43 goals per contest. 

That McDavid’s at the same pace in a far-lower-scoring era highlights the 
season he’s having. 

“He’s going to be one of the all-time greats when all is said and done,” 
Zweig said of McDavid. “Unless the rules change or the style changes, 

he’s never gonna get 200 points. But if he wins six or eight scoring titles, 
that’s a pretty good indication he was the greatest player of his 
generation.” 

McDavid will win his third Art Ross Trophy — tying him with Lafleur and 
Bobby Hull for seventh all time —in only his sixth NHL season. He’s 
finished second in scoring each of the past two seasons, too. 

Gretzky’s 10 Art Ross wins will be tough to match, but Lemieux and 
Gordie Howe are second on the list with six, a total McDavid’s already 
halfway within reach at age 24. That Lemieux and Howe accomplished 
their scoring titles in eras with far fewer teams — just six for the bulk of 
Howe’s career — makes McDavid’s start to his career even more 
incredible, Zweig said. 

“Gretzky, Lemieux, McDavid, Orr, Howe — those are gonna be the 
names,” he said. 

The one knock against McDavid’s scoring prowess this season is his 
inability to face all NHL teams because of the COVID-19 intradivisional 
schedule. That means no matchups against the league’s top-seven 
defensive teams by goals against per game entering Saturday’s games 
— the Islanders, Golden Knights, Hurricanes, Bruins, Avalanche, 
Lightning and Stars. 

Zweig understands why some might question McDavid’s achievement, 
but he believes it’s a red herring for anyone to harshly critique. 

“It’s hard to know what McDavid would be doing if he was playing 
everybody,” he said. “But then again, you’d think playing against the 
same teams nine times, they’d have figured out how to stop (him) by 
now. And they haven’t.” 
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The Athletic / Stock up? Stock down? How NHL Draft prospects looked 
at the U18 World Championship 

 

By Corey Pronman May 8, 2021  

 

The one and only tournament for the 2003 age group this season and the 
first since February 2020 took place in Frisco and Plano, Texas, as 
scouts from across the NHL got live viewings for the first time of many of 
the top prospects for the 2021 NHL Draft. I was in attendance for the 
entire tournament, and here are some of my main takeaways on draft-
eligible prospects who impacted their stock in positive or negative ways, 
along with a look at some of the top prospects of future drafts. 

Stock up 

Ethan Del Mastro, D, Canada 

It’s questionable if Del Mastro would have even made Team Canada if 
the QMJHL players were made available and/or Carson Lambos was 
healthy. He did though, and he made the most of his opportunity. The 
Mississauga defenseman kept seeing his play progress as the 
tournament went along, leading all Canadian defensemen in ice time in 
the gold medal game. He’s a big, physical defenseman who made a lot of 
stops. And while he’s not an amazing skater or puck-mover, he skates 
well enough to be an intriguing pro prospect. After a mediocre underage 
OHL season, he helped himself a lot playing possibly his only hockey of 
the season in front of NHL decision-makers. 

Benjamin Gaudreau, G, Canada 

Gaudreau’s first OHL season was a tough run, getting a lot of shots and 
often giving up a lot of goals in Sarnia. As a 6-foot-2 goalie without strong 
numbers, albeit strong other attributes, he would have been a tougher 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 9, 2021 

 

sell for NHL teams with no hockey this season. He got only a few games, 
but he showed people what he can be at the top of his game. Gaudreau 
made the tough saves and the easy saves, showing impressive 
quickness and intelligence in net. The size will concern scouts, as will a 
lack of playing sample size given his position, but in a draft lacking goalie 
depth outside the top two names in Jesper Wallstedt and Sebastian 
Cossa, he made a strong case to be at the top of the next group. 

Danila Klimovich, RW, Belarus 

Klimovich was one of the big surprises of the tournament. The Rouyn-
Noranda import pick who played all season in the Belarus junior league 
scored six goals in five games and held his own versus good nations. 
He’s a 6-foot-2 winger with great hands and a rifle of a shot that caught 
the attention of a lot of scouts. Klimovich is an average skater and passer 
who can be a bit perimeter, but the skill/shot/size combo could wind up 
making him a top-three-round pick. 

Ty Gallagher, D, USA 

Gallagher was a player I didn’t see a lot from during the course of the 
season, at times looking like he didn’t have a true role on the team and 
playing little minutes. He ended the season strong, being one of USA’s 
top defensemen in the tournament. He has good hands and offensive 
instincts to go with a true weapon of a shot that can score from range. 
He’s a below-average skater and defender due to his skating, but he 
showed inside the offensive zone he can be dangerous. 

Daniil Lazutin, C, Russia 

Lazutin was a player I was quite high on this time last season, thinking he 
even had a chance to be a first-round pick. He won’t be. He had a poor 
season, between multiple injuries and indifferent play when healthy in the 
MHL. This tournament helped end his season on a high note and show 
flashes of the player he looked like as an underage — as a big center 
with very good skill who can create offense. The skating for whatever 
reason looks worse than it did last season, and I don’t sense a ton of 
playmaking in his game, but there’s enough there to be a mid-round pick. 

Brennan Othmann, LW, Canada 

Othmann was good last season in Flint, and after going to Switzerland 
this season his play was up and down, leading to some questions among 
scouts about whether he will go in the first round. Based on his play at 
the U18s and my discussions with scouts at the tournament, it seems 
quite likely he will be a Day 1 pick. Othmann established himself at the 
top of the lineup for Canada, bringing a lot of skill and tenacity to his 
shifts to go with the scoring ability. His skating is a concern to keep him 
out of the top echelon, but I think he will go in the last half of the first 
round. 

Olen Zellweger, D, Canada 

Zellweger was a top-scoring defenseman in the tournament and 
eventually ascended to Canada’s top power-play unit midway through it. I 
get some (lesser version of) Samuel Girard vibes from Zellweger. He’s 
one of the best skaters in the draft with a good skill level and great 
instincts with the puck. He also defends more than competently despite 
his 5-foot-9 frame because of his excellent skating and sense. He had a 
strong tournament and abbreviated season in Everett, likely establishing 
himself as a top-two-round pick. 

Aleksi Heimosalmi, D, Finland 

Heimosalmi came into the tournament as a potential mid-to-late rounder 
and left the event firmly in the top three rounds and possibly into the 
second round. You saw a defenseman who was quite mobile, who 
showed offense from a hands-skill department and playmaking, and who 
was consistently involved in Finland’s offense. He played a ton, being a 
reliable defender despite his size because of his skating. I could see him 
becoming a third-pair defenseman in the NHL. 

Samu Tuomaala, RW, Finland 

I was quite interested to see how Tuomaala fared at the tournament. He 
was highly touted coming into the season, seemed very talented and did 
well at Finland’s U18 camp, but he didn’t have a productive season with 
his club team. He looked the part of a potential first-round pick at the 
worlds, though. His skating, skill, sense and shot are all clear NHL 
attributes. Tuomaala is undersized and can be in and out with his effort, 
but he was a driver and top scorer for Finland at the tournament. 

Samu Salminen, C, Finland 

In a draft that lacks a ton of center talent, that Salminen shows he is a 
center with skill who can score will help his value a lot. He’s not overly 
flashy, but at the tournament he showed good skill, hockey sense and 
finishing touch and played a lot of minutes. He’s not that physical, but his 
work ethic is strong on the ice. Salminen’s skating concerns scouts and 
may keep him out of the first round, but I could well see him going in the 
late-first- through mid-second-round range. 

Stock down 

The top of the 2021 NHL Draft 

The main names you were coming in to see as potential top-five or top-
10 draft picks this summer were Canadian winger Dylan Guenther, 
defenseman Brandt Clarke and Swedish defenseman Simon Edvinsson. 

I think all three were good, at times very good. I can’t say you left the 
tournament thinking any of them looked like elite prospects. Guenther 
looked like a well-rounded forward with a lot of NHL attributes and got a 
ton of shots/chances, but he never elevated to take over a shift/game. 
Clarke started off very well showing his elite puck game, with his game 
fading a bit in the second half of the tournament as the games got 
quicker, and his lack of pace kept him from taking over even if he still 
looked very good overall. Edvinsson looks unique as a big defenseman 
with great hands who skates well for his size and has top-pairing 
potential, but his performance was up and down. 

I still think all three of those players are great prospects. Guenther is still 
right at the top of my 2021 draft list and Clarke and Edvinsson aren’t too 
far behind, but the Michigan triplets (Owen Power, Matthew Beniers, 
Kent Johnson) and Luke Hughes’ chances of being top picks were 
helped by this tournament. 

Brett Harrison, C, Canada / Connor Roulette, LW, Canada 

I group Harrison and Roulette together because their circumstances are 
similar. They came in projected as bubble first/high second type of picks 
who overall had mediocre tournaments but played limited minutes for 
Canada. Given the limited minutes, you didn’t get a great idea of what 
they can do. Both players have some puck game, can score and work 
hard, but I would also say they lack truly dynamic skill and NHL-caliber 
speed, which makes me question them as potential top-30 or -40 picks. 

Roman Schmidt, D, USA 

Schmidt came into the season as a possible first-round and likely top-60 
pick after his underage season, but his game didn’t show a lot of 
progress this season, culminating in an underwhelming U18 
championship in which he sat for most of the quarterfinal USA lost. He’s 
a big guy who can see the ice well, but his skating is a significant issue 
right now and he doesn’t have the hard elements in his game to kill a lot 
of plays. I still think he’s a draft pick, but I would be somewhat surprised 
to see him go in the top 60. 

Aleksi Malinen, D, Finland 

Malinen has been a player I’ve heard top-60/-90 buzz about all season, 
but I had my questions from his league play, and this tournament makes 
me even more skeptical about that being his draft slot. I like the skating 
and he has very good hands, but he made very few plays with the puck 
and saw other Finland defensemen elevate over him as the tournament 
went along in terms of responsibility. I respect he held his own versus 
men this season and has some tools, but he looks like a mid-to-late-
round guy to me. 
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Matvei Petrov, LW, Russia 

Petrov got injured midway through the tournament, but even before the 
injury, I thought the No. 1 CHL Import pick was ordinary. I respect his skill 
and shot, but his game lacks speed and energy. He has talent to be a 
pick, but I would be somewhat surprised if he was a second- or third-
round draft pick. 

Simon Robertsson, RW, Sweden 

Robertsson was a solid player for Sweden. I liked his work ethic and 
hockey sense with instances of skill, but for a guy with first-round buzz 
coming into the event, I thought he was rather ordinary. I didn’t see a ton 
of plays with the puck or chance generation, and his skating still looks 
below average to me. I think he’s a good prospect and a potential 
bottom-six NHL forward, but I would be slightly wary to use a Day 1 pick 
on him. 

William Stromgren, RW, Sweden 

I liked Stromgren a lot in the first half of the season, rating him as a first-
rounder based on that, but his play of late and in this tournament has 
made me question that rating. I like the size/speed/skill package, but he 
was quite secondary in Sweden’s offense. He showed some good 
north/south rushes, but the hockey sense looked below average, as I 
thought he lacked playmaking to go with mediocre value away from the 
puck. The athletic toolkit intrigues, but there are more holes in his game 
than I thought. In discussions with teams, some felt he was still a late 
first-rounder, while others were wary. 

DYLAN GUENTHER STARTS THE SECOND OFF STRONG WITH A 
PP GOAL AFTER CONNOR BEDARD HITS THE POST. 🇨🇦 5-1 
#U18WORLDS PIC.TWITTER.COM/KCSADJGXYT 

— TSN (@TSN_SPORTS) MAY 3, 2021 

Underage reports 

Brad Lambert, RW, Finland 

Lambert is a highly regarded player, for good reason. He’s a great skater 
with a high skill level who can make a lot of plays and unique rushes. 
He’s already up in Liiga and played well at the world juniors. The U18s 
were less inspiring. His effort was in and out and was on the perimeter 
too much at times with moments of brilliance. He was injured midway 
through the event, so that might have been a variable. He’s a top, top 
option for the 2022 draft, but I didn’t leave the event thinking he was in 
the same discussion as Shane Wright. 

Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Russia 

Miroshnichenko was a top player for Russia even as a 2004-born player. 
His game is direct but effective. Miroshnichenko is a great skater who 
has excellent hands, is hard on pucks and can power his way through 
checks. He also has a great shot that scores from range that he 
displayed often. The sense/playmaking look just fine, but he should be an 
NHL goal scorer. 

Matvei Michkov, RW, Russia 

Michkov was the MVP of the tournament and still has another year of 
U18 eligibility left. Michkov has that “it” factor with the puck. You can see 
he thinks the game differently than others in how creative he is in 
generating offense and scoring goals. His ability to improvise with the 
puck and create chances out of nothing is elite. He’s an undersized 
player who is a good but not incredible skater for that size, but he’s a 
fierce competitor and you can see he is going to score, and score a lot, 
wherever he goes, which for now will be Russia until his recently signed 
KHL contract is done in 2026. 

Danila Yurov, RW, Russia 

Yurov wasn’t the name generating the most buzz among the Russian 
underage players, but he will be a first-round pick next season and 
possibly a high one. He has tremendous puck skills to go with great 

speed, making him a very dangerous player off the rush. I didn’t see him 
make a lot of plays, but the puck skills/scoring ability will make him a 
dangerous scoring pro. He’s undersized, but I liked his compete a lot. 

Shane Wright, C, Canada 

Wright is the No. 1 2022 prospect right now and nobody is that close 
behind him based on the limited amounts I’ve seen of next year’s class. 
He’s a powerful athlete in terms of his frame, skating and compete level 
in how he attacks defenses. He combines that with great hands and a 
special shot. The playmaking is good — not elite, but good enough given 
all the other great attributes in his game. He looks like a player who can 
be a star No. 1 center in the NHL. From the limited amount I’ve seen of 
him, he’s not in the Connor McDavid tier of prospects for me, very few 
ever are, but he still looks like a guy who can be a foundational piece for 
an NHL team. 

Connor Bedard, LW, Canada 

Bedard was one of the best 15-year-olds ever to play in this tournament, 
continuing to elevate his way up the lineup and earn responsibility for the 
hard minutes. He’s a good skater and works hard, but his game is built 
around his tremendous puck skills, creativity, vision and scoring ability. 
The skating is not amazing for that size, but we’ll see where that aspect 
is in a year or two, and everything else about his game pops out. Bedard 
looks like a guy who will be a play driver and elite offensive creator that 
NHL fans will need to get to know quickly. He played wing in this 
tournament, but he’s a center in the future. 

USNTDP ’04s 

USA was undermanned for the tournament, missing several of its most 
important players, and thus many of the USA 17s were asked to step in 
and play important roles, including defensemen Ryan Chesley and Lane 
Hutson and forwards Logan Cooley, Isaac Howard, Charlie Stramel and 
Rutger McGroarty. 

I was particularly impressed by Howard and Hutson in this tournament, 
even though Cooley arguably looks like the best 2022 eligible among the 
’04s. With Hughes out and Sean Behrens’ strong play trailing off in 
crunch time, Hutson was asked to play a massive role for USA, 
especially on the power play. He showed great skill and offensive 
instincts as a puck-mover. He’s a good skater, not exceptional for the 
size, but I think it will be a strength as a pro, and he wasn’t a liability 
defensively as a small, underage defenseman. Howard pops with the 
puck on his stick. He’s very creative, skates quite well and created a lot 
with his skill. 

David Jiricek, D, Czech Republic 

Jiricek didn’t get to finish the tournament or play in the medal round after 
coming out of the game late in the preliminary round, but when he was 
playing he looked like a no-doubt first-rounder in 2022. He’s a big, 
mobile, physical defenseman who showed good moments of puck skills 
and instincts distributing the puck even if he didn’t register a point. Jiricek 
looks like the type of player who projects as an excellent two-way 
defenseman as a pro. 

Below is my All-Star ballot I submitted in case anyone was 
wondering/wanted to argue. New draft board/full reports on the class will 
come in about a month. 

F Connor Bedard/Canada 

F Matvei Michkov/Russia 

F Shane Wright/Canada 

D Aleksi Heimosalmi/Finland 

D Olen Zellweger/Canada 

G Sergei Ivanov/Russia 

MVP Shane Wright/Canada 
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Sportsnet.ca / McDavid caps historic season with breathtaking 
performance on national stage 

 

Mark Spector 

May 9, 2021, 2:20 AM 

 

EDMONTON -- It doesn’t take a savant to recognize the stage. To look at 
the schedule, see a Hockey Night in Canada game and an opportunity to 
make coast-to-coast memories, and realize how cool it would be to score 
a 100th point in game No. 53. Or, on another unforgettable Northern 
Alberta night, a 50th goal in 39 games. 

But as Lowe points out, it is one thing to skate out under that spotlight, 
but quite another deliver like a Gretzky or a McDavid. 

“Honestly, it’s impressive. I don’t think my English is good enough to find 
another word for it right now,” said Leon Draisaitl, whose second goal of 
the evening -- a patented McDavid-to-Draisaitl one-timer -- marked 
Connor McDavid’s 100th point in just 53 games this season. “Everyone, 
the 20 people who were in the building, were all counting.” 

It is a crime that such a moment -- such a season -- could occur before 
section after section of empty chairs. You know the fans would have 
been counting, even if McDavid didn’t let on to being overly excited about 
this chase. 

“I was trying not to think about it,” he said. “I was trying to get myself 
ready to go in the playoffs and keep my game where it needs to be. 
Obviously when you’re sitting around 96, 97, 98 points and you get to 99, 
it’s in the back of your mind. Thankfully I didn’t have to wait too long to 
get there.” 

On a night when he needed four points to reach triple figures, McDavid 
crushed it before the second intermission -- a clinical, dominant and 
utterly breathtaking performance. This was a man that hasn’t met a 
challenge in this game that he hasn’t whipped, who had suddenly found a 
new one to tackle. 

Like a math prodigy who stumbles upon some erotic new equation, or a 
virtuoso with a crazy hard piece of music, McDavid found himself four 
points away from 100 points with four games to play and a Saturday 
night game on the schedule. 

Why not, he likely thought? 

“It’s a thrill, and a memory,” said his head coach, Dave Tippett. “It 
solidifies that he is one of the top players to ever play the game. The 
level that he played at this year, what he’s accomplished, when you look 
at Wayne or Mario, it’s one of those years where he’s taken his talents to 
another level. It’s just elite.” 

How awesome have Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews been this 
season? McDavid has more assists (68) than either Leaf has points! 

McDavid paid little heed to the chase over the past 10 days or so, 
blockering aside all of our questions. But if you saw him play Saturday 
night, you could tell. 

“Players like that, the best players in any sport,” began Darnell Nurse, 
“they have the ability to put all that side noise to the side. Play and 
perform, and worry about the game at hand.” 

Gretzky knew. Well, he sort of knew. 

When No. 99 was chasing 50 goals in less than 50 games, he told his 
father Walter, “Why don’t you catch a flight out to Vancouver? We play 

the Canucks on New Year’s Eve, the night after the Philly game in 
Edmonton.” 

Then the goals started coming against the Flyers, and on Dec. 30, 1981, 
Gretzky scored five times to give hockey a set of numerals that need no 
explanation: 50 in 39. 

“It was electric,” said the Flyers goalie that night, Pete Peeters. “It’s the 
only time I ever argued with my coach, Pat Quinn. He was pulling me for 
the extra attacker, because it was 6-5 (and Gretzky had four goals). I told 
him, ‘Pat, if you pull me he’s gonna score. And if he’s going to get his 
50th, he’s got to earn it on a goalie.’ 

“But we went for the extra attacker, and sure enough...” 

Speaking from his Northern Alberta farm, where Peeters had just 
sheared the last of his alpaca herd, it was suggested that perhaps he 
was just in the wrong place at the wrong time that December night. 

“I didn’t look at it that way at all,” said Peeters, now 63. “I’m proud to 
have played against him, and be a part of that night. He could have had 
more than four against me, I’ll tell you that. I let four in and I thought I 
played pretty doggone good.” 

Gretzky had been scoring like some kind of cyborg in the run-up to that 
game, with 10 goals his previous four games. Then he delivered five in 
the clincher. 

McDavid? Identical dominance. 

In the 10 games prior to Saturday, the Oilers captain had eight goals and 
19 assists. Then, under the bright lights of HNIC, a four-point night to 
etch his name into our memories. 

He walked in on his first shift of the game and rifled a shot past Thatcher 
Demko just 45 seconds into the evening. He transported the puck all the 
way down the ice and dropped a quick pass that Jesse Puljujarvi one-
timed home. He dropped another to James Neal, who moved it over to 
Draisaitl for a one-time snapper that counted as Draisaitl’s 500th career 
point. 

Then, like Gretzky to Kurri, McDavid found Draisaitl on a five-on-three. 

“He set me up a few times before that,” Draisaitl said of that powerplay. “I 
was surprised that he tried one more time for a third shot, and I could 
sense in the pass that he didn’t have the trust in me anymore that he 
usually has. 

“He usually has a little bit of zip to his passes. This time it was a little 
wobbly.” 

Wobbly, like the empty netter past a diving Bill Barber that counted as 
Gretzky’s 50th. In both cases, the celebrations belied a group of 
teammates who were over the moon to be a part of such a moment. 

“We were just astonished, even though we had seen everything he’d 
done. It was ridiculous,” Lowe recalled. “It was one of those things where 
it doesn’t surprise you when they’re doing it. But it occurs to you at some 
point, ‘This is as good as it gets.’ 

“You’ll never see it again.” 

Well, didn’t we all think that, back in 1981? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs clinch North Division, but 'real work starts 
now' 

 

Luke Fox 

May 9, 2021, 12:38 AM 
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TORONTO -- Wayne Simmonds settled in for his post-game press 
conference, took one peek at his Zoom reflection, and let slip a PG-13 
exclamation. 

“I need a haircut. Holy s---,” said Simmonds, speaking for a nation. 
“We've had a barber come in for most of the guys. Unfortunately, I need 
a different type of barber, so my barber hasn't been able to come in. I'm 
hurting a little bit here.” 

It is saying something that we’re charging toward mid-May and the 
greatest issue plaguing the Toronto Maple Leafs might be grooming 
(their perplexing power play notwithstanding). 

The formerly Jekyll and Hyde hockey team -- the one whose regular 
seasons were roller coasters of fretful inconsistency, yanking their 
panicky fan base along for every dip, dive and corkscrew -- has been 
nowhere to be found in 2021. 

In its stead is a club that ran through Canada wire-to-wire, claiming top 
seed in the North Division with a 3-2 comeback victory over the Montreal 
Canadiens Saturday night on home ice. 

Yes, the Maple Leafs are (dare we say it?) consistent. 

Marner snipes his 20th goal of the season on Allen. 

With two games next week to tune up for Round 1, likely against these 
same Canadiens, Toronto will enjoy, for a moment, its sparkling 35-13-6 
record and .704 points percentage. Not since the year 2000, back when 
Pat Quinn ran the bench and Mats Sundin was a point-per-game 
monster, have the Maple Leafs won a regular-season division title. This 
is only the second season since 1967 expansion that Toronto has 
accomplished the feat. 

Simmonds, a proud son of Scarborough, says he doesn’t ever remember 
the Leafs winning their division. 

We don’t blame him. Simmonds was only 11 in the spring of ’00. 
Destiny’s Child’s “Say My Name” was dominating FM radio and Erin 
Brockovich ruled the box office. So, this was way back in a time when 
Beyonce shared the same billing as Kelly and Michelle, and people left 
their houses to visit dark buildings called movie theatres. 

“It woulda been pretty crazy,” said Simmonds, imagining what a full 
Scotiabank Arena would’ve felt like on this night. “The fan simulation 
noise isn’t quite the same as having actual bodies in the seats and real 
people cheering for you. 

“It feels great. I want to give credit to every single guy on our team and in 
our organization. I think we've had some injuries along the way, and 
every single man stepped up every time we needed to.” 

What’s most remarkable about the Leafs’ ticking off this item on their to-
do list is how unremarkable it felt. 

Sure, they scuffled through a lackluster first period and fell behind 0-2 to 
their oldest rival. But once Toronto woke up and began mounting its 
comeback -- first with Pierre Engvall’s third strike in as many games, then 
with sniper William Nylander extending his latest point streak to seven 
games -- one could sense the inevitable. 

Mitch Marner’s 20th of the season (all at even strength) proved the 
dagger, and Jack Campbell bolted the doors to improve to 17-2-2, the 
best 21-game showing of any goalie in Leafs history. 

Be it Auston Matthews’ 40-goal trot to the Rocket, Campbell’s timely 
emergence as a trustworthy No. 1, Marner’s magical production, or the 
dependable and plentiful sources of secondary scoring, the Maple Leafs 
have repeatedly reminded the rest of the country who holds the throne. 

Despite their underwhelming special teams, the Leafs reasserted 
themselves as an elite 5-on-5 offensive threat in 2021 but, more 
importantly, transformed into a top-five defensive group at even strength. 

“We felt really good about our team offensively and where we were at 
there, but we knew we had to get better defensively this season,” coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. “I would just put it right there -- the team's 
commitment to defending the season. Now, obviously, we got good 
goaltending throughout the season as well, despite the fact we had 
adversity, used four goaltenders. 

“But the fact that we were able to keep the puck out of our net, I would 
say, is the biggest reason why we were able to be as consistent as we 
were to be able to maintain our spot atop the division.” 

Whenever a surging contender took a run at Toronto’s top spot in the 
standings -- first Montreal, then Edmonton, then Winnipeg, then silence -- 
the Leafs created more separation, and more self-assurance. 

“This year, it seems like we’re going into games a little bit more confident 
on a daily basis. We have more confidence in ourselves as a group,” 
Alexander Kerfoot said. “The expectations are higher, our self-imposed 
expectations. 

“We feel like we can do a lot of damage. Every team toward the end of 
the year feels like they have a chance, but I think that it feels a little bit 
more real this year.” 

First in the North was a real target, laid out explicitly from Day One by 
general manager Kyle Dubas, through Keefe and all the way down. 

This is about habit-building and pedal-slamming. About giving yourself 
the best chance to succeed and the weakest Round 1 opponent 
available. 

“You can't play the playoffs in training camp. You can't play the playoffs 
in Game 1 of the regular season. You've got to go through the process 
and go along the journey,” said Keefe, who addressed his players post-
win with a short speech in the dressing room. “Having to hang on to first 
place here and secure first place despite the fact that we're competing 
with an Oilers team that didn't seem to lose very much, we didn't give it 
back and we found a way to get it done. That's a real positive sign for our 
team, and I just acknowledged that.” 

The Maple Leafs will relax Sunday with a well-earned day off. They’ll also 
get their vaccine shots, a sign that things are getting better. Just as 
Saturday’s division clinch is a promising boost yet far from the end goal. 

“This was our goal at the beginning of the year, and it feels good to 
accomplish it,” Justin Holl said. 

“But I think we all know that the real work starts now.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 05.09.2021 

1212246 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Canucks once again see Gretzky greatness in McDavid's 
milestone night 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

May 9, 2021, 2:23 AM 

 

When watching the career highlights of Wayne Gretzky, you could be 
fooled into thinking he scored most of his 894 goals against the 
Vancouver Canucks. 

Gretzky scored more points (239) against the Canucks than any other 
team, but actually did score a few goals against some others. 

Gretzky’s first National Hockey League goal was against the Canucks, 
and so was his 500th, and his 802nd, which beat the career record of 
Gordie Howe that most people thought was untouchable before The 
Great One came along. 
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Watching these highlights, you are reminded how great Gretzky was and 
how opposite-of-great most of those Canucks teams were that he 
pillaged throughout the 1980s. 

No matter how hard they try, the current Canucks will never be able to 
forget this awful pandemic season, and now they will be reminded of it 
whenever Connor McDavid’s career highlights are run. 

Remaining Time -1:50 

Special for McDavid to share 100 points achievement with Oilers 

The best Edmonton Oiler since Gretzky reached an unthinkable 
threshold on Saturday when his one goal and three assists in a 4-3 win 
against against the Canucks gave him 100 points with three games to 
spare in this never-to-be-repeated 56-game regular season. 

McDavid finished his four-game, six-day series against Vancouver with 
13 points. He is doing to the Canucks what Gretzky did more than a 
generation ago – but with far fewer accomplices. In nine games against 
Vancouver this season, McDavid has eight goals and 21 points and, yes, 
we double-checked that because it just sounds stupid. 

As a young NHL reporter in the 1990s, I saw a journalist in Tampa 
breathlessly asking Canucks coach Ricky Ley what he thought of the fine 
and victorious performance Petr Klima put in for the Lightning. 

Simmering, Ley looked at his questioner, took a deep breath, said 
between clenched teeth “I don’t give a f--- about Petr Klima,” and slapped 
the cinder-block wall behind him. Lesson learned. 

But sometimes, you’ve still got to ask. 

“I mean what are you going to say?” Canucks coach Travis Green said 
Saturday. “He's a great player. He had another good night. He's a hard 
player to stop. I think their top line and (Leon) Draisaitl combined for 
almost 20 shots tonight. And when your team is a little bit tired and 
you've got some guys out with injury, it becomes even harder to stop a 
guy like that with his speed. He's a great player.” 

Vancouver goalie Thatcher Demko, who was actually pretty outstanding 
as the undermanned and overworked Canucks hung with the Oilers, was 
less effusive when asked how he’ll remember this game. 

“I'm not going to be a fan until I'm croaking,” he said. “I don't know what 
you want me to say.” 

Demko is 25 years old. Hopefully, he’s got another 60 or 70 years to get 
used to what McDavid did to the Canucks this week. 

But the second most impressive thing that occurred in the series was that 
the COVID-surviving Canucks, who had lost six straight games and were 
missing eight lineup regulars while starting a finishing kick of 11 games in 
17 days, pushed back at Edmonton over the final two games. They won 
6-3 on Thursday and rallied twice to tie Saturday’s game before Draisaitl 
scored his second of two power-play goals on a lateral feed from 
McDavid in what is essentially an unstoppable sequence. 

J.T. Miller, Travis Boyd and Tyler Graovac scored for the Canucks, and 
Quinn Hughes had another goal overturned for offside on a coach’s 
challenge. 

“For sure I'm proud of our group,” Demko said. “I'll always be proud of 
our group. You know we were dealt a tough hand. I think everyone 
knows that. Obviously, we've had some injuries coming out of COVID like 
I think the players expected to see happen (because) guys are not really 
physically probably ready to play. We have some guys stepping up right 
now that have been grinding away here practising and being on the taxi 
squad, and I think they're doing a good job of stepping in and trying to do 
their best to contribute. We're all doing our best here. And obviously, 
we're all competitors and it's tough when you don't win. We all want to 
win every night, but we're doing our best to compete and trying to get 
wins along the way.” 

McDavid was the difference in the game. But the Canucks’ power play 
could have been. 

Vancouver went 0-for-5 with the man advantage, dropping the Canucks 
to 1-for-29 in the season series. The Oilers’ power play is 11-for-34. 

“Special teams was the difference tonight for sure,” Miller said. “I'm trying 
not to be too negative, but we're not clicking right now. I don't want to 
dive into it more than that. We're just not on the same page. 

“This happens sometimes; it sucks. We talk about creating momentum as 
a five-man unit. There's a lot of games where we do a lot of good things 
and don't score, (but) tonight wasn't one of those. It's rough right now, but 
we're going to work hard to try to get out of it. We're playing a new 
opponent next game, so sometimes that helps.” 

The Canucks visit the Winnipeg Jets for two games, starting Monday. No 
McDavid. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens’ Ducharme must install meritocracy ahead of 
playoffs 

 

Eric Engels 

May 9, 2021, 12:46 AM 

 

With Phillip Danault concussed and all the emphasis on how youngsters 
Nick Suzuki, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Jake Evans would share the load in 
his absence, it was Eric Staal who failed a critical test to show he could 
elevate his game and make a difference when the Canadiens needed 
him to. And coach Dominique Ducharme better have taken note as Staal 
lost 11 of 13 faceoffs and failed to generate a single shot on net through 
22 shifts and 15:36 of ice-time, because this wasn’t a one-off. 

The coach has talked a lot about the value of Staal’s experience, but the 
value of his play has been largely negative. And it’s not because the 36-
year-old isn’t trying or hasn’t done anything good. He’s adapted to the 
system, been reasonably well-positioned and could have a few more 
points to his name with a bit more luck, but the things he can no longer 
do have stood out much more than the things he can, and that has to rule 
the evaluation more than past experience. 

Ducharme has to be honest with himself about defenceman Jon Merrill’s 
ability to contribute as well, on a night where he struggled while Brett 
Kulak scored one of two goals the Canadiens mustered in this 3-2 loss to 
the Toronto Maple Leafs. He’s not a puck-mover or an offensive catalyst; 
he’s a defensive defenceman who’s only containing rather than killing 
plays, and that’s simply not good enough. 

“Every day is an audition,” Ducharme said. “You look at the last 10, 15, 
20 games, and you look in general at what the guys have given during 
the season and on the way to the playoffs, an NHL player is auditioning 
every day.” 

Night after night, both Staal and Merrill have been given a chance to 
show they can help when it matters most, with Kulak, Evans and Cole 
Caufield cast aside to let them do it, but the verdict’s out. It seems clear 
they’re not going to provide anything more than what they were intended 
to when Marc Bergevin sent middling picks to the Buffalo Sabres and 
Detroit Red Wings to acquire them prior to the trade deadline. 

They’re depth options, and if the coach doesn’t treat them as such, he’s 
going to be hurting Montreal’s playoff chances—and his own future. 

He’s a rookie coach wearing an interim tag. He’s in charge of a group 
filled with some future Hall of Famers, and that’s a difficult position to be 
in. But this team isn’t going anywhere with players past their primes 
taking ice time away from players who deserve it more, and Ducharme 
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won’t be coaching them much longer if he doesn’t assert himself in 
recognition of that. 

His job is to get the best out of what he has, and if he can’t see that 
players like Evans, Caufield and Kulak give him a better chance of doing 
that than players failing these auditions night after night, the Canadiens 
won’t have a chance against a Toronto team that beat them for a seventh 
time in 10 meetings to clinch top spot in the North Division. 

And though this team failed once again to stamp its ticket to the post-
season, it’s assuredly qualifying and most probably taking on the Leafs in 
Round 1. 

The Canadiens could’ve beaten them on this night, but they never 
recovered from a play that shifted momentum in the second period. They 
were leading 2-0 at Scotiabank Arena when Merrill lost a battle behind 
his own net, chose the wrong lane to close the gap on Pierre Engvall and 
then failed to prevent a shot from him after pushing him to the perimeter. 

Engvall scored, and Canadiens goaltender Jake Allen should’ve stopped 
his shot, but Merrill’s inability to kill the play before it developed that far 
has been an extension of a habit that runs counter to what he was billed 
as before he arrived in Montreal. 

“I don’t think we did a good enough job of ending plays quickly enough in 
our zone and then transitioning that into pucks in their end,” Merrill said. 
“It’s definitely something we look to do as a team is strike quickly in the 
defensive zone and end plays and get out of our zone and not spend too 
much time in our end. So, it’s something we’re looking to do as a team 
every game.” 

It’s something Merrill built his reputation on with the New Jersey Devils, 
Vegas Golden Knights and the Red Wings, but something he hasn’t been 
able to do with any consistency in the 11 games he’s played so far since 
his trade to Montreal. He’s wearing a minus-nine rating because of it. 

Staal built his resume on being a reliable, clutch scorer who could play 
both ends of the ice and elevate his game at the right moments. But he’s 
shown no evidence this season that he’s still that player. 

And yet, chasing Saturday’s game from the start of the third period, after 
allowing three unanswered goals in the second, Staal was deployed six 
times, which was as often as Kotkaniemi and twice more than Evans. 
The puck never found his stick in a scoring position because he never 
came close to getting into one. 

It’s not a coincidence Staal has just two goals and an assist and a minus-
10 rating in 19 games with the Canadiens after scoring three goals and 
10 points and putting up a minus-20 in 32 games with Buffalo; it’s a 
reflection of what he’s capable of at this stage in his remarkable career, 
with his legs not regularly taking him to where he needs to get to in order 
to take advantage of his reach, his size and that precious experience. 

You have to appreciate that Ducharme is trying to get the most out of 
him, and that Staal is trying to maintain a positive outlook. 

“I’ve definitely felt a lot more comfortable within the structure and system 
of how we play,” he said after Saturday’s loss. “I feel like I’ve been close 
to a lot of looks and some bounces offensively. Really would like to see 
them go in, obviously, and it would be big for our group and I understand 
that. But within the system and how we play, I definitely feel like I’m right 
there and I’ve got to contribute as best as I can offensively and any 
situation Dom asks me to play—whether it’s faceoffs or against certain 
matchups. I’ll keep working at it and try to be ready Monday.” 

The problem is there’s a wide gap between how Staal feels and what 
he’s shown. 

Steps in the right direction over the final two games of the season for 
both he and Merrill would at least provide some evidence they can step 
into the lineup and be effective if other players can’t pull their weight 
given the same opportunities. But when Danault returns from a 
concussion, Brendan Gallagher comes back from a broken thumb, Paul 
Byron heals his lower-body injury and Shea Weber mends his upper-

body injury, it’ll be up to Ducharme to lean on the players who give the 
Canadiens the best chance to win. 

He's dealt with an unprecedentedly challenging schedule and injuries to 
his most important players as the Canadiens were navigating it, but not 
running a meritocracy is a big part of the reason he’s got a 15-16-5 
record since taking over from Claude Julien in February. And if he 
doesn’t do it come playoffs, it’s going to prove even more costly. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL relaxing COVID-19 protocols during playoffs for fully 
vaccinated teams 

 

Chris Johnston 

May 8, 2021, 11:31 AM 

 

The NHL is relaxing COVID-19 protocols during the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
for players and teams that have been fully vaccinated, according to a 
memo circulated on Saturday morning. 

The changes will allow players to gather socially outside of team 
facilities, eat and drink outdoors at restaurants and spend time in each 
other’s hotel rooms after not being permitted to do so during the regular 
season. 

Fully vaccinated players will also be exempted from quarantine after 
exposure to an infected individual or when travelling commercially, and 
will no longer be required to report to the team facility on off days to 
receive a PCR test. They can also resume commuting unmasked with a 
teammate and won’t be subject to time limitations for pre-game arena 
arrival. 

The amended protocols, reached in consultation with the NHL Players’ 
Association, are similar to those governing NBA and MLB players. They 
should vastly improve the quality of life for those eligible. Last month 
Vegas Golden Knights goaltender Robin Lehner delivered an 
impassioned plea about the need for the NHL to relax the rules for those 
who had been vaccinated. 

“This is human lives and people are struggling with this stuff a lot in 
society, and we are humans as everyone else,” said Lehner. 

In order to be considered fully vaccinated a player must be two weeks 
beyond receiving his final dose of an approved COVID-19 vaccine. 
Teams with a travelling party that’s at least 85 per cent fully vaccinated 
will be granted even looser protocols, including more lenient masking and 
social distancing rules and improved travel conditions. 

The changes will only affect the U.S.-based teams initially because they 
had better access to vaccinations. Some eligible players on Canadian 
teams have started to receive vaccine doses, according to sources, but 
none of the teams are in a position to qualify as being fully vaccinated. 

The clubs with that designation are free to hold meetings and social 
gatherings where fully vaccinated players aren’t required to wear face 
coverings. They can also resume serving food on team flights and offer 
buffet-style meals after games and practices where fully vaccinated 
players aren’t required to wear a mask or socially distance. 

They can even hold team meals indoors at restaurants for fully 
vaccinated players as long as they’re seated in a separate section away 
from other patrons and the servers are masked. 

Fully vaccinated players will be permitted to use saunas and steam 
rooms at team facilities, valet park their cars and play golf as a group -- 
provided they don’t enter the clubhouse or other indoor facilities. 
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The modified COVID-19 protocols are subject to being withdrawn 
altogether for various reasons, including the case of a team outbreak. 

They can also be amended as part of a potential deal reached with the 
Canadian government that would allow for cross-border travel during the 
third and fourth round of the playoffs. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: Why Keefe's run with Maple Leafs is making 
history 

 

Luke Fox 

May 8, 2021, 11:00 AM 

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. The Ottawa Senators — 8-2-1 in 
their last 11 — are the best worst team of all time. 

1. On the night Auston Matthews scored 40 in 49 and goaltender Jack 
Campbell posted the greatest 20-game sample (16-2-2) in Toronto Maple 
Leafs history, a third member of the club accomplished something for the 
record books, too. 

But we always gab about the work of the star actors before mentioning 
the director, don’t we? 

Sheldon Keefe guided his Maple Leafs to their 61st victory under his 
watch, giving him more wins through 100 games than any other coach in 
the franchise’s century-old existence. In his first “full” campaign at the 
helm, Keefe has produced Ws in this town at a rate legends like Hap 
Day, Pat Burns and Pat Quinn did not. 

Project his success over an 82-game season, and Keefe’s bunch is 
operating at a 109-point pace. 

The lazy retort would be that Keefe is overseeing a stacked lineup, that 
the Leafs should dominate. 

OK, fair. Certainly, timing his NHL arrival with Matthews and Mitch 
Marner’s prime is fortunate, and boss Kyle Dubas has equipped his 
handpicked coach with a deep, balanced roster. 

But winning your division wire-to-wire requires a craft and a work ethic 
that’s nearly impossible to spot when you flick on the TV for a couple 
hours thrice a week. 

Keefe, a mid-season AHL call-up in 2019, arrived with a fraction of the 
hoopla and reputation and payroll as his predecessor, yet he’s motivated 
and meshed talents young and old, steering Toronto to its best defensive 
effort in a generation and its first divisional crown in 21 years. 

“He’s been great,” beams Morgan Rielly, the longest-serving Leaf. “It's 
obviously different circumstances than he would like, when it comes to 
our training camp and team meetings being altered [due to the 
pandemic], but I think the whole staff’s done a great job. 

“Bringing in older guys, trying to make sure that they're comfortable and 
make sure they know the structure and then also just let ’em play. I think 
he balances that really well. So, kudos to him and kudos to the entire 
staff.” 

Consider some positive developments in Leafland since Keefe grabbed 
the reins: 

• Matthews has 73 goals in 96 regular-season games under the new guy, 
who has placed premier setup man Marner on his wing and let them run 
roughshod over Canada. 

• Jason Spezza, famously healthy scratched on his first night as a Leaf, 
has thrived, producing more offence at age than 37 than he has in four 
years. 

• Toronto switched starting goalies for the first time in five years, and it 
came with minimal controversy. 

• William Nylander’s buttons have pushed publicly a couple times, and 
the winger has responded with a wicked stretch, producing 14 points 
over his past 11 games. 

• Year over year, the Leafs have improved from 26th in goals allowed per 
game to seventh, despite playing in the most goal-happy division. 

• Justin Holl’s ascent from the outhouse to the penthouse. 

• The old team used to talk about starting on time; the current one does. 

• Joe Thornton, Wayne Simmonds and Alex Galchenyuk all look more 
engaged than they have in years. 

Keefe is a line-tinkerer, an opportunity-giver, a data-consumer and a 
praise-deflector. 

Ask him about T.J. Brodie, you might get an answer about Rielly — and 
vice versa. When he fields his umpteenth question about Matthews, he’ll 
remind that Marner needs more credit for his 66-point heater. 

"I think his greatest strength is his communication, his ability to talk to 
players based on who the player is," says Zach Hyman, who’s never 
looked so multidimensional. "I think he understands what a player needs 
and, I guess, how to speak to that person and it may be different.” 

Adds Zach Bogosian: "I think that has something to do with maybe his 
age [40]. He's younger on the coaching end of things. He brings his work 
boots every day and makes sure we're feeding off that." 

While the rest of the world tumbled into a Netflix algorithm during 
quarantine, Keefe memorably confessed he was “binge-watching the 
Toronto Maple Leafs.” 

So, the coach’s answer is fitting when we ask him to single out his 
greatest challenge this season: Not enough practices. 

“You're trying to build your team up structurally, trying to add different 
things, trying to keep the team feeling good and confident offensively. 
Lack of practice really hurts that,” Keefe says. 

“Coming out of the American League, you come in and coach in the NHL, 
the major difference is a lack of practice time, and then, in a season like 
this, it's even less. That's probably been the greatest challenge just 
because it's such a large shift to what I'm accustomed to in terms of 
building teams throughout a season. 

“Even when we're on the ice for practices, you're getting 15 to 20 minutes 
maximum with the players. That's been tough.” 

Rielly says the Leafs now have “a different mentality” before the puck 
drops. There is an increased emphasis on striking first, on backchecking, 
and on defenders making smart pinches in order to prolong possession. 

And Toronto’s consistency 5-on-5 has allowed the Leafs to weather 
some atrocious stretches of special-teams futility. 

“Keefer, he lets guys play, but he also has a very strict structure,” Rielly 
says. “He balances that extremely well, and that's important.” 

2. Here are my unofficial 2021 NHL Awards finalists. (In real life, writers 
don’t vote on Jack Adams, GM of the Year or Vezina. This is not real 
life.) What struck me in going through this exercise is how easy the No. 1 
picks are for most of the major prizes… and what an incredible season 
Brad Marchand is having. Whether it’s him or Mark Stone, it might be 
time for a winger to win the Selke. 

Hart Trophy 

1. Connor McDavid 
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2. Auston Matthews 

3. Brad Marchand 

Norris Trophy 

1. Adam Fox 

2. Shea Theodore 

3. Darnell Nurse 

Calder Trophy 

1. Kirill Kaprisov 

2. Jason Robertson 

3. Ty Smith 

Frank J. Selke Trophy 

1. Mark Stone 

2. Brad Marchand 

3. Aleksander Barkov 

Vezina Trophy 

1. Andrei Vasilevsky 

2. Marc Andre-Fleury 

3. Semyon Varlamov 

Lady Byng Trophy 

1. Jack Campbell 

2. Artemi Panarin 

3. Cale Makar 

Jack Adams Award 

1. Rod Brind’Amour 

2. Dean Evason 

3. Sheldon Keefe 

Jim Gregory GM of the Year Award 

1. Kyle Dubas 

2. Julien BriseBois 

3. Don Waddell 

3. There is a commonality shared between McDavid and Matthews’ MVP 
campaigns aside from the video-game numbers they’ve draped on 
Canada’s goaltenders. 

Both superstars have taken a giant leap when it comes to using their 
physicality. Yes, it only makes sense that an athlete would feel more 
comfortable throwing his body around at age 23 or 24 than he would at 
age 19. 

But McDavid and Matthews deserve credit for developing this aspect of 
their approach, and the increased engagement has led to both taking a 
step defensively. 

McDavid is throwing hits at a rate of 3.08 per 60 minutes, easily a career 
high. That’s more than double the 1.58 he was registering in 2019-20, 
which was up from 1.31 in 2018-19. To think, McDavid averaged a paltry 
0.84 hits per 60 in his 2015-16 rookie year, the lowest mark of any Oilers 
centre over the past six years. 

After dirtying his shoulders in a recent win over Montreal, a potential 
Round 1 opponent, McDavid said, “They’re a big team. And if they want 
to play that way, we’re not afraid to play that way. We can play physical. I 

thought [Zack Kassian] did a good job of setting the tone as well, doing 
what he does best. I just tried to follow in his steps and be physical as 
well.” 

Matthews’ trajectory as a body-checker is strikingly similar. Big Papi 
relied almost exclusively on stick-checks his first two NHL seasons, 
averaged just 0.85 hits per 60 in 2016-17 and 2017-18 – the two lightest-
hitting seasons of any Maple Leafs centre over the past five years. 

His hits per 60 increased to 1.33 in 2018-19 and again to 1.63 in 2019-
20. As is the case with McDavid, we’re witnessing the biggest jump this 
season. It’s a conscious effort that can be traced back to Toronto’s tight-
checking series versus Columbus. 

“In my head, I think when we went back into the bubble, it was definitely 
a lot more physical, and I think it worked to my advantage,” Matthews 
said. “I’m not there searching for big hits. It’s just here and there, when I 
have an opportunity to finish a check or be physical on the puck, I’m 
doing that.” 

Matthews is now throwing the body at a career-high rate of 3.10 hits per 
60. You love to see it. 

Captain John Tavares says Matthews’ ability to use his big frame to 
detach opponents from the puck and create his own space is an 
underrated aspect of his arsenal. 

“What really impresses me is when he doesn't have the puck, his ability 
to get it back with the way he strips guys, and then the way he just uses 
his body to separate the man from the puck,” Tavares observes. 

“He's probably just getting stronger and stronger and more confident, and 
maybe being a little bit more forceful at times, instead of just relying on 
how strong he is on his stick.” 

4. Gabriel Landeskog has chosen a fine time to embark on the second 
point-per-game campaign of his career. 

Arguably the least heralded member of the best line in the West, 
Landeskog has racked up a tidy 49 points through 49 games and is on 
track for his eighth 20-goal season. 

Heckuva contract year for the Colorado Avalanche captain, who will be in 
line for a nice raise. 

Landeskog told Spittin’ Chiclets this week that although there were some 
preliminary extension discussions with management in the off-season, 
“we haven’t talked much lately.” 

Both sides decided to focus on winning a Cup and deal with business 
afterward. 

“I feel pretty comfortable with the position we’re at. Denver’s my home. It 
has been my home for 10 years. I love the city. I love the fans. I love the 
organization. I’ve been pretty upfront with that ever since I came to the 
team,” said Landeskog. 

“We’ll see how things go, but I’m excited for the possibility of staying in 
Denver.” 

Landeskog reminded the podcast that even when was at the centre of 
trade rumours in 2016-17, he’s remained adamant that he wants to stay 
in Colorado. 

What if he was offered an eight-year deal with a $9-million AAV? Would 
he still want to wait till the summer? 

“At that point we can discuss it," Landeskog said. “Joe and I can sit down 
and have a coffee.” 

5. The way Kyle Dubas has been spending draft picks, it’s a good thing 
the Maple Leafs’ late-round prospects have shown so much promise. 

Take 2020 fourth-rounder Artur Akhtyamov, for example. 

This season, the 19-year-old Russian netminder hung silly numbers in 
the MHL (Russia’s CHL equivalent) — a 1.66 GAA and .935 save 
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percentage for Irbis Kazan. That earned him a promotion to Kazan’s VHL 
squad (Russia’s AHL equivalent), where he put up a 1.90 and .927. That 
earned him another promotion, to the KHL’s AK Bars Kazan, where he 
post a .904 in three appearances. 

Size may be a concern. Akhtyamov is six-foot-one and 157 pounds. But 
the kid is rising fast. 

Axel Rindell is an even deeper cut. The 2020 sixth-rounder was selected 
by the Leafs in his third year of eligibility. 

Small and skilled, the 21-year-old right-shot defenceman scored seven 
goals and 26 points in 47 games in the Finnish Elite League. Kid’s got 
wheels. 

As Sportsnet’s prospect guru Sam Cosentino pointed out, Dubas and his 
staff made a concerted effort to draft players who would see plenty of 
game action in 2020-21 and thus would not have their development 
stalled by the pandemic. 

Toronto bet heavily on Russian and Finnish pros, plus some NCAA studs 
in 2020, and the (very) early signs of growth are promising for the Class 
of ’20. 

6. “You bet your ass, he is going to remember this.” 

Those were the tearful, joyous words of T.J. Oshie on the ice in 2018 
celebrating his Stanley Cup victory with his dad, Tim, better known as 
“Coach.” 

Coach’s battle with Alzheimer’s had robbed much of his memory, but T.J. 
helped give his father a whopper to hang onto. 

All the Capitals wore black, circular “COACH” decals on their helmets 
Wednesday to honour Tim’s life. 

Something beautiful was woven into the ugliest hockey game of 2021. 

Oshie, persevering through a heavy heart, scored a hat trick for his dad 
on his first night back. 

It’s a shame that his story was relegated to sidebar status in the 141-
penalty-minute clown show. 

"I saw he got emotional there at the end, which was understandable. I felt 
like he needed a hug," Nicklas Backstrom said. "I told him, 'You are the 
strongest person I know.' 

“It’s impressive that he actually played today, I think, and how he led the 
way. We are a family. We are in this together. His loss is everyone's 
loss.” 

(P.S. I love T.J. Oshie more than I hate Tom Wilson.) 

7. Another reminder that David Pastrnak is an international treasure: 

8. Understanding that the last thing the world needs is another opinion on 
Tom Wilson and the New York Rangers, there’s an angle to this story 
getting overlooked. 

Wilson was fined $5,000 for roughing up Pavel Buchnevich. This is the 
maximum allowable under the collective bargaining agreement, a 
document signed off on by the owners and the players. 

Based on Wilson’s $4.1 million (U.S.) salary this season, his fine is 
equivalent to the average full-time Canadian employee getting dinged for 
$66.62. 

Or, as multimillionaires call it, cushion change. 

George Parros and the league could’ve found a way to suspend Wilson if 
they wished, absolutely. But they could not have fined him any more than 
the $5,000. 

The maximum fines are laughable and hardly a deterrent. 

But it’s important to remember that the players — whose greatest thorn 
whenever CBA time rolls around is escrow — are complicit in keeping 
these fines low. 

Gary Bettman doesn’t need the players’ permission to fine the New York 
Rangers $250,000. 

No doubt the league’s blind eye invited Thursday’s less-than-royal 
rumble. 

But if they really wanted to eliminate some of the nonsense, the players 
themselves could exert more power in their role and call for harsher 
punishments when one of their union crosses the line. 

9. More money is being bet the Maple Leafs than any other team. 

According to OddsChecker, 27.9 per cent of all last week’s Stanley Cup 
wagers were placed on Toronto to win it all. 

Makes sense when you consider the widespread popularity of the club 
and its favourable North Division bracket. 

But the Leafs are not the favourite. Betting sites give them a 11.1 per 
cent chance. 

The Colorado Avalanche lead the pack with an 18.2 per cent shot to go 
the distance, yet only seven per cent of bets were placed on the Avs last 
week. 

10. Yes, Nick Foligno saw former teammate Elvis Merzlikins’ funny/sad 
ghost hug following the goaltender’s first victory since the Columbus Blue 
Jackets traded away their captain. 

Tradition would’ve had Foligno wrapped up in the embrace, but 
Merzlikins — a unique cat — kept the routine going solo. 

“I was laughing more at the jump hug that he did to himself,” Foligno said 
this week, smiling wide. “It was pretty funny. I had to text him after.” 

Foligno also watched from across the border as Merzlikins gave his 
candid assessment of what it’s like to plow through the end of a lost 
campaign. 

“I know how much those guys care in that room, and I know how much 
they care about and take pride in playing the right way,” Foligno said. “It 
didn't go our way while I was there, and you feel for that. You know the 
preparation we put in and the work that goes into a season, so I’m sure 
no guy is happy in that room and is taking anything lightly. 

“The hard part of losing in the NHL is the realization that things change. 
You have to find a way to be better, and I have no doubt that the core 
group in there will do that. 

“I'm a Toronto Maple Leaf now. And my focus and my attention needs to 
be on this team out of respect to my teammates and what we're trying to 
do. But absolutely I've kept in touch with those guys and feel for them. 
They're going to be OK. They're the right mix. They understand the right 
way to play, and I'm sure they'll bounce back.” 

11. The Arizona Coyotes have not only been eliminated, they hold a 
negative-27 goal differential. 

Missing the playoffs is fine. Expectations weren’t high in Arizona, and the 
club is rebuilding. 

Problem is, the Coyotes have 12 roster players on expiring contracts, 
seven of them impending UFAs that were retained as “own rentals” in a 
bid to make the postseason. 

Seeing the assets rebuilding GMs like Jarmo Kekalainen, Tom Fitzgerald 
and Steve Yzerman recouped for players bound to walk, we can’t help 
but think Bill Armstrong might’ve missed an opportunity to make up for 
some lost draft picks. 

Hey, if Alex Goligoski, Niklas Hjalmarsson, Jason Demers and Antti 
Raanta all re-sign, great. But it feels like a couple of those proven 
veterans could’ve been managed into an asset or two for the future. 
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I mean, David Savard yielded a first-rounder. 

12. Shout out to comedian Matt Wright, whose album Existing Is 
Exhausting has been nominated for a Juno. The awards take place May 
16. 

In addition to being hilarious, Wright is also a huge hockey fan. 

I’ve consumed a ton of standup in my life, and I can never recall a 
comedian making extended, laugh-out-loud hockey bits work. 

Do yourself a favour. Check out “No Shared Joy,” “You’ve Been Traded” 
and “Mike Dad Bab Clock” on Wright’s record. 

Go win a trophy, pal. 
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TSN.CA / 'We want to play for him': Keefe inspires Leafs with innovative 
ideas 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held an optional skate at Scotiabank Arena on 
Saturday.  

Sheldon Keefe coached his 100th regular-season game behind the 
Maple Leafs bench on Thursday night. The team is 61-28-11 since Keefe 
replaced Mike Babcock on Nov. 20, 2019. That .665 points percentage 
ranks fifth in the NHL in that stretch behind only Tampa Bay, Boston, 
Vegas and Colorado.  

"The guys respond to him and that's big," said forward Alex Kerfoot. 
"Having a team that wants to play for the coach [is important] and we 
definitely want to play for him ... He's able to communicate to people very 
well on a personal level and through the team." 

Kerfoot credits Keefe for being innovative with his puck-possession 
system.  

"There's certain face-off things that we'll try at times that I've never seen 
before," the Harvard product adds.  

Keefe certainly isn't afraid to mix things up and experiment. He says 
that's a byproduct of his road to this point, which included stops in the 
Ontario Hockey League with the Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds and in the 
American Hockey League with the Toronto Marlies.  

"My path is one that's been about development and about growth," Keefe 
said. "As I've come out of Junior A hockey, there's a lot out there to learn 
and you have to be willing to be uncomfortable and look inside the game, 
look outside the game to learn, educate yourself, and then be open to 
new ideas and new concepts." 

It's not easy to start your NHL coaching career in a big market like 
Toronto with a team that has big expectations, but Keefe has enjoyed 
success by keeping an open mind.  

"It's really just a mindset that you don't have all the answers and that it's 
okay and natural to not have all the answers," the 40-year-old explained. 
"In fact, I think that's an endearing quality in people ... is that they don't 
have all the answers and that's okay. They're either working hard 
themselves to find the answers and solutions or you're relying upon 
others and their skill-sets and their expertise and their knowledge to give 
you the answers, and trusting the people that you work with ... You have 
to empower others to show and utilize the skills that they have and that 
they've developed." 

It was 10 years ago today that Keefe's Pembroke Lumber Kings claimed 
the national Junior A championship. To commemorate that anniversary, 
Ottawa's Algonquin College announced that Keefe will receive an 
honorary degree at their June convocation ceremony.  

Innovative Keefe earns honorary degree, top marks from Leafs 

Sheldon Keefe shares his thoughts on the honorary degree he'll be 
receiving from Algonquin College in recognition of his on-ice and 
community accomplishments, while Alex Kerfoot explains what makes 
Keefe a good coach. 

Earlier this week, Keefe had high praise for defenceman T.J. Brodie.  

"He's Mr. Consistent," the coach said. "He just goes about his business, 
consistent in his emotions and his energy, and consistent in his play. 
He's just out there to do his job and do it effectively. The way he moves 
the puck, the way he defends and breaks up plays, he does a lot of little 
things extremely well that help our team go." 

Brodie certainly isn't flashy. He only has one goal and 14 points despite 
playing behind the high-octane Leafs forwards. But Brodie owns the 
highest on-ice goals-for percentage (67.9) at 5-on-5 among Leafs 
defencemen. And his partner, Morgan Rielly, leads all Leafs defencemen 
with 34 points.  

Rielly loves jumping up in the rush and has benefited from Brodie's 
reliable play.  

"One of the most challenging things about playing at this level is just 
being good every night," Rielly said. "And, over the course of a year, 
especially like this year where it’s been a bit more condensed, it can be 
challenging, whether you're batting an injury or just fatigue, but he's able 
to do it. It’s not easy. He’s been doing it for a long time. It’s not just this 
year. It’s extremely impressive and I’ve been fortunate to play with a guy 
like that." 

Brodie seems unflappable. He absorbed a Corey Perry punch on 
Thursday night and didn't take the bait.  

"I've battled against him for a while now," Brodie noted of the agitating 
Habs winger. "You just know what type of player he is. He'll go to the 
dirty areas and he's not afraid to try to draw a penalty and do whatever it 
takes to get that penalty and you got to be aware of that and try not to get 
sucked in." 

Brodie has only taken five minor penalties this season, which is the 
fewest among Toronto's defencemen.  

Even in his media sessions, Brodie is even keel. However, there is one 
topic that gets him fired up.  

"He loves Chatham probably more than anyone else," Rielly revealed. 
"He could be the mayor of Chatham." 

Brodie breaks into a grin when informed of Rielly's comment.  

"It will always be home," the 30-year-old said of the city in southwestern 
Ontario. "You can’t change who you grew up with. The people that have 
been around me the whole way and the support that I've gotten from 
them, it’s just a great place to grow up." 

Leafs' Brodie on love for Chatham, dealing with Habs' Perry 

Maple Leafs defenceman T. J. Brodie explains what he loves so much 
about his hometown of Chatham, Ontario and what it's like battling 
against Canadiens forward Corey Perry. 

The Leafs can clinch top spot in the North Division with one more point or 
one more loss by the Edmonton Oilers, but the big focus right now is 
simply staying sharp.  

"We just want to be in a good place going into the playoffs," Rielly said. 
"Mentally, physically, we just want to feel good and I think that comes 
with working hard and playing like we did [Thursday]. The win is great, 
but I think there's some things we can be proud of and if we're able to 
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execute like that again [today] and then in Ottawa and Winnipeg it just 
builds confidence and makes guys feel good going to the playoffs."  

The Leafs haven't finished first in their division since the 1999-2000 
season.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Looking to lock up first place; Foligno skates again 

The Leafs can lock up first place in the North Division tonight, but the 
focus for Toronto right now is staying sharp. They've let their game slip in 
recent seasons down the stretch and it's hurt them in the playoffs. 
Following Friday's practice, Morgan Rielly was asked about the 
importance of building momentum down the stretch. Mark Masters has 
more. 

Nick Foligno skated for a second straight day as he works his way back 
from an upper-body injury.  

Projected Leafs lines for Saturday's game:  

Thornton - Matthews - Marner 

Galchenyuk - Tavares - Nylander 

Engvall - Kerfoot - Mikheyev 

Simmonds - Brooks - Spezza  

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl 

Hutton - Dermott 

Campbell starts  
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TSN.CA / NHL relaxes COVID-19 protocol for 'fully vaccinated' playoff 
teams 

 

By Frank Seravalli 

 

The NHL will relax its COVID-19 protocol for fully vaccinated teams in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs, according to a memo distributed to clubs on Friday. 

The modified protocol will allow playoff-bound players greater freedoms 
with regards to masks, testing, team meetings, social gatherings and 
travel - once 85 per cent of a team’s traveling party is fully vaccinated. 

The NHL considers a person fully vaccinated once two weeks have 
passed since receiving the final dose of an approved COVID-19 vaccine. 

According to a source, the expectation is anywhere from five to seven of 
the 12 playoff-bound American teams will meet the league's "fully 
vaccinated" threshold of 85 per cent by the start of the playoffs. As of 
Friday, the U.S. teams ranged from a low of zero fully vaccinated players 
to 97 per cent fully vaccinated players. 

The majority of U.S. teams, the source said, are hovering around 50 per 
cent fully vaccinated. That number is expected to grow considering many 
are partially vaccinated. Keep in mind: the team with zero fully vaccinated 
players at the moment likely does not tell the whole story. It's at minimum 
a four to six week process, including the required buffer between doses, 
as well as the 14-day waiting period after the second dose is 
administered to fully arm the immune system. Some teams chose to 
inoculate the entire roster at one time and you don't get counted as "fully 
vaccinated" until you've completed the timeline. 

These protocol changes came less than three weeks after Vegas Golden 
Knights goaltender Robin Lehner was critical of the league, saying “we 
are vaccinated and we are still trapped in a prison.” 

The relaxed protocols are welcomed news to not just Lehner, but all 12 
American-based NHL teams, some of which have already reached the 
85-per cent vaccination threshold for their traveling party, which includes 
players, coaches and team personnel. 

"It could be really big, I think, just for the mindset of the players, more 
than anything, to get back to some sort of normalcy," Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said Saturday. "The playoffs are a grind, just like this 
season has been, so any type of getting your mind away from it by being 
around the guys I think will help." 

Players on Canadian teams will not be as lucky. With slower vaccination 
rates and limited availability in Canada, the belief is none of the four 
playoff-bound Canadian clubs are anywhere close to the required 85-per 
cent threshold. 

Some players on the seven Canadian teams have begun to receive their 
first dose as vaccination age parameters have changed rapidly across 
the country. But the NHL has been careful to not have any of its players 
or teams jump the line governed by regional and provincial protocols. 

Even though players on Canadian teams have received their first dose, 
which does increase effectiveness in protecting against COVID-19, the 
limited supply of vaccine may mean a second dose is months away - 
making the loosening of these restrictions very unlikely for Canadian 
clubs this season. 

Here are the notable changes to the NHL's protocol: 

> Almost all of the accommodations below are made for “fully vaccinated 
individuals.” As the NHL and its 31 clubs did not make the vaccine 
mandatory, there are believed to be one to two players per team - in 
many instances - who chose to not receive the vaccine. Any member of 
the traveling party who chose not to receive the vaccine must continue to 
abide by all of the previous (and stringent) preventative measures that 
were in place in the previous COVID-19 protocol. 

> Fully vaccinated individuals may now socially gather in groups of up to 
eight, now including for the first time others who are not in a club’s 
traveling party - such as friends and family, so long as each person in the 
group has also been fully vaccinated. Face coverings and social 
distancing are not required during those gatherings. The gatherings can 
occur either indoors or outdoors. 

> Masks are no longer required in non-public areas of game arenas and 
practice facilities for fully vaccinated individuals. 

> Team meetings and social gatherings can resume with no face 
coverings and no requirement to socially distance for vaccinated 
individuals, but they must be sufficiently distanced from unvaccinated 
individuals. 

> Fully vaccinated players will no longer need to get PCR tested on days 
off. Similarly, fully vaccinated players will no longer require a rapid test, 
unless that player did not have a PCR test the previous day. 

> Fully vaccinated individuals will now be permitted in the hotel rooms of 
other fully vaccinated individuals. 

> Fully vaccinated individuals will now be permitted to eat on flights and 
busses. 

> Fully vaccinated individuals may now eat and drink at restaurants with 
outdoor dining. 

> Fully vaccinated individuals may gather indoors to dine, with no 
requirements for masking or social distancing, if a separate section of the 
restaurant is designated and secured from the rest of the patrons (e.g. a 
private or reserved room) so long as they are served by a masked 
restaurant employee. 
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> Fully vaccinated individuals may golf as a group, and also use saunas 
and steam rooms at club facilities with other fully vaccinated individuals. 
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