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Canes’ Jordan Staal nominated for 2021 Bill Masterton Trophy  

By Chip Alexander  

Jordan Staal would like a lasting image from this hockey 
season to be one of him, holding the Stanley Cup over his 
head, the Carolina Hurricanes having won it. 

But there are other images, other moments from this season 
that best demonstrate why Staal was nominated for the 2021 
Bill Masterton Trophy by the Carolina chapter of the 
Professional Hockey Writers’ Association.  

Few will forget him standing in front of Tampa Bay goalie 
Andrei Vasilevskiy with the Lightning’s Yanni Gourde beating 
on his back, cross-checking Staal again and again. Staal 
couldn’t be budged, standing strong, getting his stick on a 
shot for a redirection and goal.  

Gourde turned and whined to the officials. Staal raised his 
arms to celebrate, then quickly skated to the bench, his job 
done. There was no gloating. 

Another image: Staal surrounded by his family at PNC Arena 
before he played his 1,000th career game. That included 
brother Marc Staal of the Detroit Red Wings, who would be 
playing against the big center that night. 

Another moment: Staal accepting the blame for causing 
some of his teammates to contract COVID-19, forcing them 
into quarantine early in the season.  

That captures a lot — the strong play, a career achievement, 
accepting responsibility.  

The Masterton Trophy is awarded by the PHWA each year to 
the player who best exemplifies the qualities of 
“perseverance, sportsmanship and dedication to hockey.”  

“It’s been my life for the most part,” Staal said on a Monday 
media call. “It’s all you think about growing up. Obviously you 
realize your dream and then have to do it day-in and day-out, 

and work at it and get better. It’s given me a lot. The game 
has been amazing. It has been a fun ride.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour called the Staal nomination 
an “easy choice.” Staal was a Masterton finalist in 2018 but 
no Carolina player has received the annual award. 

“You could pretty much take any award and his name would 
be around it,” Brind’Amour said Monday. “It’s that simple. His 
value to the group, to the community, his play on the ice, 
whatever, you can go on and on.  

“It kind of goes without saying he’s kind of everything for us. 
He epitomizes what we’re all about.” 

Staal, 32, has played in every situation this season, providing 
goals and points, taking on the toughest defensive 
matchups, winning key draws, playing the heavy minutes as 
the Canes won the Central Division.  

Then again, he has done that every season. 

In 2018, Staal and his wife, Heather, experienced the pain 
and heartbreak of having an infant daughter have a birth 
defect and die. Staal never let it show in his play, in his 
dedication to his job, to his sport. 

But every season has its challenges and this season has 
been the same, with the pandemic and a condensed NHL 
schedule.  

“Making sure our group was ready for every game was more 
challenging than in most seasons,” Staal said. “I thought we 
did a really good job of that this year and that’s obviously 
coming down from Roddy (Brind’Amour) and the coaching 
staff, and our players in general.  

“The COVID stuff is obviously another thing. Just mentally 
having a tough time getting away from the rink and getting 
out of hockey was difficult. It took its toll on a lot of guys.” 

Through it all, the Canes captain stood strong for the group.
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Hurricanes end regular season with loss to Predators. The playoffs are next.  

By Chip Alexander  

On to the playoffs. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Nashville Predators took care 
of one final bit of business in the regular season on Monday, 
and the Predators came away with a 5-0 victory at 
Bridgestone Arena. 

Matt Duchene scored twice and goalie Pekka Rinne, the old 
pro, had a vintage performance in net for the Predators, 
making 30 saves in his 60th career shutout, and his 369th 
career win. 

Rocco Grimaldi’s shorthanded goal gave Nashville an early 
lead, and Tanner Jeannot added a second shorthanded 
score in the first minute of the third. Ryan Johansen had a 
power-play goal in the second period for the Predators. 

None of that will matter when the Canes and Predators face 
off in the opening round of the Stanley Cup playoffs. The 
date and time of Game 1 has yet to be announced by the 
NHL. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said his team would quickly 
“flush” the game and move on, saying he was looking 
forward to having some practice time this week leading up to 
Game 1. 

“We need to get the tempo up,” Brind’Amour said. “We 
haven’t practiced in a month, had a real practice where I 
could push the guys and get our pace back.  

“You could see it tonight. To me, you could see it the last two 
weeks. Once we clinched I could see we got off the gas a 
little. We need to get that back. I don’t know when we start 
(the playoffs) but we’ll have some time to do that hopefully 
and get back to the way we’ve got to play.” 

Was Monday’s game some kind of statement game? Hard to 
say, with Brind’Amour holding five regulars out of the lineup. 
The Hurricanes made six statements of their own during the 
season, going 6-2-0 against Nashville, and have won 13 of 
the past 16 games against the Preds. 

The Canes (36-12-8) won the Central Division. The 
Predators (31-23-2) were fourth. That’s a statement. 

One interesting development Monday was an announcement 
that the Predators have been given approval to have 12,135 
fans at their home playoff games. That seating increase, 
from 40 percent capacity to 70 percent, could be a factor, 
even with the Canes holding the home-ice advantage in the 
opening round. 

Brind’Amour is hopeful of having a full complement of 
players. Sitting out Monday’s game were forwards Jordan 
Staal and Andrei Svechnikov, and defensemen Jaccob 
Slavin, Dougie Hamilton and Brett Pesce.  

Brind’Amour remains hopeful that Slavin, who suffered a 
lower-body injury Saturday in a 3-1 loss to Nashville, will be 
ready to play in Game 1 of the playoffs. 

With three defensemen out, Joey Keane was recalled 
Monday from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL and made his 
NHL debut for the Hurricanes. The defenseman, 21, took the 
customary solo lap before the pregame warmup, a thrill for 
the Chicago native, and had 19:34 of playing time. 

“It was a pretty surreal experience,” Keane said. “From the 
first puck drop I was not thinking, just in the moment.” 

The Canes were winless in their last three games of the 
regular season, including the two regulation losses to the 
Predators. Both games had a physical edge to them as the 
Predators first clinched a playoff spot, then wanted to win for 
Rinne. 

Canes forward Max McCormick dropped the gloves and 
traded punches with Tyler Lewington in the first period. 

“We know we’re playing them in the first round and both 
teams know that,” McCormick said. “I think they’re just trying 
to send a little bit of a message there, and I think that’s just a 
little bit of a foreshadow of the battle that’s ahead for Game 
1.” 

One of Brind’Amour’s biggest decisions will be deciding on a 
No. 1 goalie — Petr Mrazek or Alex Nedeljkovic. Mrazek was 
the starter Monday, taking a 10-1-0 career record against 
Nashville into the game. Mrazek faced 27 shots. 

Brind’Amour said that a decision on the goalies — and on 
other lineup positions — has not been made, saying there 
are some “question marks.”
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Hurricanes drop finale to Predators in ‘B team’ matchup 

Carolina and Nashville will meet in the first round of the 
playoffs 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Carolina Hurricanes closed out their regular season with 
the 5-0 loss in Nashville to the Predators. Both teams sat 
several regulars in preparation for their upcoming seven-
game playoff series that will start in Raleigh on a date to be 
determined. 

Three Thoughts 

1. Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour summarized the game 
succinctly: “It’s kind of flushed for me, to be honest with you.” 

Carolina entered its final two regular season games a perfect 
6-0-0 against the Predators, but the Hurricanes didn’t have 
much to play for in either game and rested several key 
players Monday while relying mostly on the bottom half of its 
lineup. 

The end result was disappointing — particularly considering 
Joey Keane was making his NHL debut on a defense playing 
without its top three performers — but not unexpected. 

“We’re putting game behind us,” forward Max McCormick 
said. “That’s not our game. That’s not how we play.” 

2. While Keane was part of arguably the Hurricanes’ worst 
performance of the season, he still got the full first-game 
treatment, from the solo laps at the start of warmups to his 
family getting to be in the stands. 

“It was a pretty surreal experience,” said the 21-year-old 
defenseman, who was acquired last season in a trade with 
the Rangers that sent Julien Gauthier to New York. “From 
the first puck drop I was kind of not really thinking, just kind 
of in the moment.” 

Keane, who played 19:34 and had one shot on goal, said he 
didn’t get to see his family before the game but was 
“definitely looking forward to seeing them” after the game. 

3. While the game was mostly meaningless for both teams, 
Brind’Amour said it could still play a role in how his lineup 
looks in Game 1. 

For one, Jordan Martinook was able to play for the first time 
since suffering an injury April 22 in Florida. 

“The fact that he got one game under his belt will be 
probably good for him and his confidence,” Brind’Amour said 
of Martinook, who the coach acknowledged still probably has 
some rust to knock off after a prolonged absence. 

As for other lineup decisions? 

“Maybe,” Brind’Amour said. “We had some question marks. If 
we get healthy. Right now, it’s hard to say. But if everyone’s 
good to go, whenever we start, then there will definitely be 
some tough decisions.” 

Those decisions include selecting a starter in net. Mrazek 
allowed five goals on 27 shots Monday. 

“I feel good about wherever we go, whatever direction there,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Number To Know 

7 — Wins for the Predators this season against the Central 
Division’s three other playoff teams. Nashville, after winning 
each of the last two games against Carolina, was 7-16-1 
combined against the Hurricanes, Panthers and Lightning. 
Against Chicago, Columbus, Dallas and Detroit, the 
Predators went 24-7-1. 

They Said It 

“I think it’s just a little bit of a foreshadow of the battle that’s 
ahead for Game 1 coming up.” 

— Hurricanes forward Max McCormick on the physicality of 
the last two games against Nashville 

Plus 

Jake Bean, Hurricanes defenseman — The rookie 
reestablished his hold on a spot in the lineup with one of the 
few solid performances for a Hurricanes player. Bean 
finished with four shots on goal in 20:30 and logged 2:21 on 
the penalty kill in an expanded role with Dougie Hamilton, 
Brett Pesce and Jaccob Slavin all sitting out the game. 

Minus 

Jake Gardiner, Hurricanes defenseman — In his first game 
since April 27, Gardiner struggled and didn’t make much of a 
case to be part of Carolina’s defense if its other six regulars 
are ready to go in Game 1. The Predators scored two 
shorthanded goals on plays where Gardiner was out-skated 
up ice, and he was on the ice for three goals against in all.
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Recap: Canes Blanked by Nashville in Regular Season Finale 

Canes drop 5-0 decision in game 56 of 56 

By Michael Smith 

The Carolina Hurricanes were blanked 5-0 by Pekka Rinne 
and the Nashville Predators in the regular season finale. 

The Bottom Line 

Game 1 of the first round of the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs 
will look a lot different than game 56 of 56 in the regular 
season, a game whose outcome carried incredibly little 
tangible meaning in the overarching story of the 2020-21 
campaign. 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: Joey Keane makes his NHL debut 

On Saturday, Keane got word that he'd be making his NHL 
debut in the Canes' final game of the regular season. On 
Sunday, he made the near eight-hour drive from Chicago to 
Nashville. On Monday, he suited up for his first in the show. 

And he took his solo lap with his helmet off, letting the hair 
breathe. 

"It was a pretty surreal experience," he reflected afterward. 
"From puck drop, I wasn't really thinking, just kind of in the 
moment. It was great." 

Keane finished the evening with one shot on goal, two 
additional shot attempts and two hits in 19:34 of ice time. 

"I knew it was going to be another hockey game, so that's 
what I focused on," Keane said. "It was a great experience, 
and I'm looking forward to the next one." 

Minus: The final score 

That's an obvious one, right? But don't dwell on it for too 
long. The Canes aren't. 

"We're going to flush it. We played 56 games, and in 55 
games, we were in every one," Brind'Amour said. "This is the 
one game the whole year we weren't in. It's kind of flushed 
for me." 

"We're putting that game behind us. We're moving forward 
and looking ahead to Game 1," Max McCormick said. "We're 
going to head back home, regroup and get ready for 
playoffs." 

Stats Pack 

36-12-8: The Canes finish the regular season atop the 
Central Division with a 36-12-8 record and 80 points. 

56: Due to a handful of players sitting out of the lineup, 
Sebastian Aho and Nino Niederreiter were the two players 
on the roster to play in all 56 games in the regular season. 

2: This is just the second time all season in which the Canes 
have lost consecutive games in regulation. 

Quote of the Night 

"[McCormick] and Joey Keane comes in and does the same 
thing for me. Maximum effort, giving it everything they can. 
They're trying to say, 'Hey, I want to stick here. I've got to do 
what I've got to do. I'll do whatever it takes.' That's the kind of 
attitude you need to have." - Rod Brind'Amour 

Up Next 

These two teams will meet in the first round of the 2021 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. Games 1 and 2 will take place in 
Raleigh, and a full schedule will be announced this week.
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Rinne makes 30 saves, Predators shut out Hurricanes 

Duchene has two goals for Nashville, which sweeps two-
game set 

By Robby Stanley 

NASHVILLE -- Pekka Rinne made 30 saves for his second 
shutout of the season for the Nashville Predators in a 5-0 win 
against the Carolina Hurricanes at Bridgestone Arena on 
Monday. 

Rinne, starting for the first time since April 10, got his 369th 
NHL win to tie Tom Barrasso for 19th place in NHL history. 
His 60 NHL shutouts also are 19th. 

"Overwhelming, I guess is the right word," said Rinne, who 
has played his entire NHL career with Nashville but is in the 
final season of a two-year contract. "Pretty special. I don't 
know if I can find the right words for how much I appreciate 
our fans. My relationship with the fans, this city, it means the 
world to me. I never want it to be about me. This team is 
going to the playoffs and we have big things ahead, but I 
truly, truly, appreciate what happened tonight, and it goes 
very high on my personal list and my experiences in hockey." 

Matt Duchene scored two goals, and Tanner Jeannot and 
Ryan Johansen each had a goal and an assist for the 
Predators (31-23-2), who swept the two-game set to end the 
regular season. 

"Goals are one thing, but I think our process has been good," 
Duchene said. "Everyone is committed to playing hard. 
We're a four-line team and we roll four and everyone is 
expected to play the same way and has the same criteria. I 
think that's an adjustment for a lot of us, but a lot of guys are 
making that commitment. The last two games speak 
volumes." 

Carolina finished first and Nashville fourth in the eight-team 
Discover Central Division. The teams will play each other in 
the first round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Petr Mrazek made 22 saves for the Hurricanes (36-12-8), 
who lost 3-1 here Saturday. 

"We're putting that game behind us," Carolina forward Max 
McCormick said. "We're moving forward and looking ahead 
to Game 1. We're just going to head back home and regroup 
and get ready for the playoffs." 

Rocco Grimaldi gave the Predators a 1-0 lead at 2:51 of the 
first period with a shorthanded breakaway. 

Duchene made it 2-0 at 4:29 on a forehand-to-backhand 
move in the slot. 

Duchene extended the lead to 3-0 at 4:19 of the second 
period on a rebound of a pass attempt from Nick Cousins 
that went off Predators forward Brad Richardson. 

"It's been a weird stretch almost since I got here in terms of 
weird bounces," Duchene said. "That one in the second for 
the hat trick was kind of more par for the course than the first 
two. It was good to put a couple in. 

"It's been a tough year for me in terms of being hurt. At times 
you don't feel like you're a part of it when you're hurt, and 
you come back and it's like jumping on a moving train. It's 
good to feel good going in [to the playoffs]. For me, I'm just 
focusing on doing the little things and playing the way that 
this team wants to play." 

Johansen made it 4-0 at 12:08 on a power play on a pass 
from behind the net by Filip Forsberg. 

Jeannot scored shorthanded 57 seconds into the third period 
for the 5-0 final. 

Forwards Andrei Svechnikov and Jordan Staal, and 
defensemen Dougie Hamilton and Brett Pesce were healthy 
scratches for Carolina. 

"We're going to flush it," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "I think we played 56 games. In 55 games we were in 
every one. In some of the losses, we were in every one of 
those, and then this is the one game the whole year that we 
weren't in, so it's kind of flushed for me, to be honest with 
you. I mean, obviously, we're going to look at it and pick 
some things system-wise from the game, but overall we're 
just going to move on." 

The Predators scratched defensemen Roman Josi, Ryan 
Ellis, Mattias Ekholm and Alexandre Carrier, and forwards 
Colton Sissons, Luke Kunin, Mikael Granlund, Calle Jarnkrok 
and Erik Haula. 

NOTES: The Florida Panthers and Tampa Bay Lightning will 
meet in the other playoff series in the Central. ... Rinne is 
369-213-75 in 683 NHL games (667 starts) in 15 seasons 
with the Predators, who selected him in the eighth round (No. 
258) of the 2004 NHL Draft. ... Hurricanes defenseman Joey 
Keane had one shot on goal and was minus-1 in 19:34 of ice 
time in his NHL debut. … Carolina forward Jordan Martinook 
was minus-2 with seven hits in 17:10 after missing nine 
games with a lower-body injury. … Hurricanes forward 
Warren Foegele played his 200th NHL game. … Carolina 
won the season series 6-2-0. Nashville was 2-5-1.
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Pekka Rinne notches shutout as Preds beat Hurricanes 5-0 

By Teresa M. Walker 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Pekka Rinne took a lap around 
the ice as teammates watched, tapping their sticks against 
the boards. The Nashville Predators surrounded their 38-
year-old goalie for a group hug, and he was the last to leave 
the ice. 

If this was his final start in Nashville, Rinne made it a night to 
remember in an otherwise meaningless game. 

Rinne made 30 saves for his second shutout of the season 
as the Predators finished the regular season by beating the 
Carolina Hurricanes 5-0. 

The goalie tied Tom Barrasso for No. 19 in NHL history with 
his 369th victory in his first start since April 10. Now a 
backup to fellow Finn Juuse Saros in the final year of his 
contract, Rinne notched his 60th career shutout as fans 
chanted his name early and often before the postgame 
celebration. 

“It was unbelievable,” Rinne said. “It caught me by surprise. 
... It was so cool. I don’t know whose idea it was that all the 
players came out on the bench. I really appreciate it. Love 
these guys. ... I tried to tell the boys, ‘Let’s go back to the 
locker room. We have playoffs coming up.’”  

Even teammates who didn’t dress came out to hug the goalie 
who led Nashville to the 2017 Stanley Cup Final. 

“You probably couldn’t have scripted it better,” Nashville 
coach John Hynes said. “The last regular-season game, but 
no one’s saying it’s the last regular-season game for Peks. 
This team has to get ready for the playoffs, and Peks is a big 
part of it.” 

Rinne told reporters after the game he has no concrete plans 
for his future. But his fiancee and infant son watched at the 
glass during warm-ups. Rinne also said he was sure his 
relatives watched from Finland, unable to travel because of 
the pandemic. 

“I told him it’s going to be awkward when he comes back 
next year, and we do it again in Game 82,” forward Matt 
Duchene said. 

Duchene scored twice, and Ryan Johansen and Tanner 
Jeannot each had a goal and an assist for Nashville. Rocco 
Grimaldi scored a short-handed goal. 

Nashville clinched the fourth seed in the Central Division on 
Saturday night with a 3-1 win over Carolina, the Predators’ 
first this season over the division champs. The Hurricanes 
have lost two straight by a combined 8-1 score to the team 
they’re facing in the playoffs. 

“We’re going to flush it,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “I think we played 56 games, 55 we were in every one. 
Some of the losses, we were right in every one of those. This 
is the one game the whole year we weren’t in. It’s kind of 
flushed for me to be honest with you.” 

With nothing on the line, both teams rested several players 
before their first-round playoff series.  

Carolina sat captain Jordan Staal, forward Andrei 
Svechnikov and defensemen Dougie Hamilton and Brett 
Pesce. Nashville scratched 12 including Saros, captain 
Roman Josi and defensemen Ryan Ellis and Mattias Ekholm. 

Grimaldi gave Rinne the only lead he’d need at 2:51 of the 
first, grabbing the puck in the neutral zone and racing up to 
the front of the crease before stopping and beating Petr 
Mrazek with a backhander. Duchene scored 98 seconds 
later, skating across the crease and flipping a backhander 
past Mrazek. 

Duchene scored again at 4:19 of the second as the extra 
attacker on a delayed penalty making it 3-0. 

Jeannot scored Nashville’s second short-handed goal 57 
seconds into the third for a 5-0 lead. It was the eighth time 
Nashville has scored two short-handed goals in a game, the 
first since Halloween 2019. 

Rinne looked like the goalie who won the 2018 Vezina 
Trophy. He made 10 saves in the third, one where he tossed 
his stick as the Hurricanes attacked with some tic-tac-toe 
passing. During the timeout, fans gave him a standing 
ovation. 

“A little bit of Dominik Hasek there,” Rinne said.  

MORE RINNE 

The Predators goalie became the third active goalie with 60 
or more career shutouts, joining Marc-Andre Fleury (66) and 
Henrik Lundqvist (65). 

DUCHENE’S NIGHT 

The forward skated on the top line with Filip Forsberg and 
Ryan Johansen and posted his second two-goal game of the 
season. He also scored twice at Florida on Feb. 4 and has 
six goals in 34 games this season. 

Duchene has 14 points (six goals, eight assists) in 26 career 
games against Carolina.  

STREAK ENDED 

Johansen’s power-play goal snapped Carolina’s streak of 
killing 18 straight penalties, including 16 over the past seven 
games. That streak was Carolina’s longest since March 2017 
and tied for the seventh-longest in franchise history. 
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ROSTER MOVE 

Earlier Monday, the Hurricanes recalled defenseman Joey 
Keane from Chicago of the American Hockey League. They 
also got back forward Jordan Martinook after he missed nine 
straight games with a lower-body injury. 

That came two days after the Hurricanes saw defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin exit in the first period with an unspecified 

injury, which Brind’Amour described afterward as a tweak. 
Brind’Amour said Slavin is day to day. 

UP NEXT 

Game 1 of the first-round series with Carolina hosting the 
Predators. 

“We’re just gonna head back home, regroup and get ready 
for the playoffs,” Hurricanes forward Max McCormick said.

 

 

 
The top rising candidates for NHL coach, GM jobs 

By Emily Kaplan 

If there's anything we know about NHL hiring practices, it's 
that they can be predictable. Since 2005-06, there have been 
171 head coaching changes in the NHL -- more than the 
NFL, NBA or MLB. However, 101 of the 171 new hires had 
previous head-coaching experience, according to the Elias 
Sports Bureau. That 59.1% rate of "retreads" is also the 
highest among the other three major men's professional 
sports leagues in North America. 

So with three coaching vacancies already open this cycle -- 
the Arizona Coyotes, Columbus Blue Jackets and Seattle 
Kraken -- it's easy to guess who will get first looks. John 
Tortorella (who recently parted with Columbus after six 
years), Rick Tocchet (done in Arizona after four years) and 
Gerard Gallant (who took the NHL season off after being 
dismissed by Vegas in 2020) are going to be hot names. But 
other than them, who is next? And how about in 
management? 

ESPN polled 22 people in and around the NHL -- agents, 
front office executives, league officials -- and asked these 
very questions: Who is next up? Who is an up-and-comer? 
And who would you like to see considered for these roles? 
Here are the results. 

Note: Candidates are presented alphabetically within each 
tier. 

The next wave of coaches 

Rikard Gronborg, ZCS Lions head coach 

Though he is coaching in Switzerland now, the 52-year-old 
Gronborg is best known as being the longtime head coach of 
the Swedish national team. A few years ago, Gronborg's 
agent, Neil Glasberg, brought the coach to North America to 
introduce him to NHL teams. Gronborg got great feedback, 
but ultimately NHL teams just haven't been willing to step out 
of their comfort zone and hire non-North American born 
coaches, despite the fact that European players now 
comprise 30% of NHL rosters. 

Though he is Swedish, Gronborg played college hockey at 
St. Cloud State in Minnesota, and he is married to an 
American. 

"Gronberg has coached almost every big-time Swedish 
player in the league right now and he has some big-time 
supporters," Glasberg told ESPN last year. "Nicklas Lidstrom 
in Detroit, Mats Sundin, Daniel Alfredsson. The Sedins. 
They're all Gronborg supporters." 

Lane Lambert, New York Islanders assistant coach 

Lambert, 56, has been on Barry Trotz's staff in Nashville, 
Washington and now New York. He is known for getting the 
most out of his players, and was credited with the offensive 
breakouts of Evgeny Kuznetsov and Tom Wilson before the 
Caps' Stanley Cup run. Lambert has been on NHL teams' 
radar for a while. He was a candidate for the Colorado 
Avalanche job in 2016 (which went to Jared Bednar) and the 
Anaheim Ducks' head-coaching vacancy in 2019 (Dallas 
Eakins). 

Trotz has said Lambert is "long overdue" for a NHL head-
coaching role. Detroit could be a landing spot for the former 
Red Wings player. 

Nate Leaman, Providence College head coach 

Leaman, 48, has been on the NHL radar ever since he led 
the Friars to an NCAA title in 2015 (beating out now-New 
York Rangers head coach David Quinn and Boston 
University in the title game). 

"There's only one NCAA head coach I hear about that's 
being considered for NHL head coaching jobs right now, and 
that is Nate Leaman of Providence," one respondent said. 
"Obviously, USA Hockey thinks very highly of him, he's now 
coaching their World Juniors team. He's been linked to the 
Buffalo Sabres. I'm not sure if that's going to happen, 
especially if they stick with Don Granato. Either way, I think 
he could get a look somewhere in the next couple of years." 

Kirk Muller, free agent 

When the Canadiens fired Claude Julien in February, they 
also dismissed assistant Kirk Muller and promoted 
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Dominique Ducharme to the head gig instead. It was 
surprising because Muller was seemingly next in line, as he 
served as interim coach during the 2020 playoffs after Julien 
was hospitalized with chest pains and underwent a heart 
procedure. 

It was also not surprising. 

"Kirk could never get the job in Montreal because he doesn't 
speak French," one respondent said. "It's a truth that 
everybody knows, but nobody can talk about. He's a very 
good coach, though. Well thought of through the league. I 
think someone will give him a chance again, eventually." 

Patrick Roy, Quebec Remparts head coach/GM 

Roy has already been an NHL coach, but stepped down from 
his role with the Avalanche in 2016, citing a lack of input on 
personnel decisions. But the Hockey Hall of Famer and four-
time Stanley Cup champion recently announced that he was 
interested in pursuing NHL opportunities once again. He's 
been coaching in juniors, so he's very adapted to working 
with and getting the most out of younger players. 

"Anyone looking for name-brand recognition will probably call 
Roy," one respondent said. "Goalies, by nature, are 
analytical and methodical. Many in the league assumed 
Marty [Martin Brodeur] would be next up, but it really 
depends on if he wants it and what he wants to do. ... I'd be 
interested to see Roy in a second chance." 

Pascal Vincent, Manitoba Moose head coach 

The 49-year-old Vincent is a Laval, Quebec, native -- which 
makes him an obvious inevitable candidate for the Montreal 
Canadiens gig; but, he's earned a spot in that conversation. 
He's been successful at every level, including being named 
the QMJHL Coach of the Year in 2008 and the AHL's most 
outstanding coach in 2018. What he's done in the Winnipeg 
Jets organization recently has not gone unnoticed. 

"The Manitoba Moose were in first place at the same time as 
the Winnipeg Jets; do you understand how rare that is? It's 
usually one team performing and the other not," a 
respondent said. "The Jets have some guys really 
developing nicely for them, and overperforming this season, 
like Logan Stanley and that [Jansen] Harkins kid. They 
developed on the Moose, under Vincent." 

Up-and-coming coaches 

Spencer Carbery, Hershey Bears head coach 

The 39-year-old Carbery just earned a three-year extension 
with the Hershey Bears, the Washington Capitals' AHL 
affiliate, which he negotiated himself. Carbery is a rising star 
in hockey, as his teams have finished below .500 just once in 
eight seasons at the pro level. His best work yet was 
engineering a 17-game point streak in 2018-19 that took 
Hershey from last place to the playoffs. 

"He's definitely on the NHL head-coaching track," one 
respondent said. "Bright guy. Passionate." 

Kris Knoblauch, Hartford Wolfpack head coach 

While Rangers owner James Dolan recently dismissed his 
general manager, Jeff Gorton, and well-liked president, John 
Davidson, many around the league actually look at the 

Rangers as a model for engineering a swift rebuild, 
especially with so many young players making strides this 
season. 

"One person to credit for that is Kris Knoblauch," a 
respondent said. "He's done a great job with the Rangers' 
farm team. He was the guy responsible for making sure 
those guys were ready." 

Knoblauch, 42, filled in for David Quinn when the coaching 
staff was knocked out with COVID and led the Rangers to a 
3-2 record -- including a 9-0 win over the Flyers in his first 
game behind the bench. 

Jay Leach, Providence Bruins head coach 

The former NHL player already has five years of head-
coaching experience in the AHL. But he's also experienced 
as an assistant on NHL benches and has worked under 
coaches like Mike Sullivan and Geoff Ward. Leach would 
have supporters among GMs with ties to USA Hockey. 

"Jay wants to learn, he's not in a rush," one respondent said. 
"He'll be a sought-after head coach one day." 

Troy Mann, Belleville Senators head coach 

The 51-year-old Mann is a former coach of the Hershey 
Bears. When the Bears released Mann in 2018 after a 
season of missing the playoffs, he was quickly scooped up 
by the Ottawa organization. 

"Ottawa is a team that's done a really great job of developing 
young guys," one respondent said. "They had the most call-
ups in the NHL last year. Josh Norris, Drake Batherson just 
had great seasons; they both came up through Belleville." 

Louis Robitaille, Gatineau Olympiques head coach/GM 

Robitaille (no relation to Luc) is what one respondent calls 
"the real deal." He's the coach for Canada's under-17 team 
and is in the mix to be the under-20 coach next year. 

"He's amazing and loved by Hockey Canada," the 
respondent said. "Did an amazing job in Gatineau as the 
head coach and GM for his first year there. He will be in the 
NHL soon." 

Rocky Thompson, San Jose Sharks associate coach 

The 43-year-old Thompson was known as a tough guy and 
agitator during his playing career, but is rebranding himself 
as a coach. His breakthrough came at the 2015 NHL 
Coaches Association Global Coaches' Clinic in Florida. 
Thompson was unemployed at the time, but gave a speech 
about offense in hockey that "was incredibly motivating and 
impressive," said one respondent to our polling. 

After leading the OHL's Windsor Spitfires to the 2017 
Memorial Cup, the Vegas Golden Knights hired Thompson to 
be the first coach of their AHL farm team in Chicago. He led 
the Chicago Wolves to the 2019 Calder Cup Final. 

"He's been a steadily rising, hot name," one respondent said. 
"He's going to keep getting interviews and I imagine he'll be 
behind an NHL bench sooner rather than later." 

Andre Tourigny, Team Canada/Ottawa 67s head coach 
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The head coach of the OHL's Ottawa 67s has become a go-
to guy for Hockey Canada. He served as head coach at 2021 
World Juniors, and will be an assistant coach for the senior 
men's World Championships, as well as on the staff for the 
2022 Canadian men's Olympic team. Tourigny is under 
contract to return as head coach for 2022 World Juniors, and 
transition into the primary path of head coach for the 2022 
World Championships in Finland. 

"He's extremely hard-working, strong with in-game 
adjustments, well-prepared," one respondent said. "He's 
getting into the spotlight now and I think it's just a matter of 
time before he's presented with NHL opportunities." 

Mike Vellucci, Pittsburgh Penguins assistant coach 

Vellucci has led teams to championships in the OHL and 
AHL. He won the Calder Trophy with one of the lowest-
budget teams in the AHL. When the Charlotte Checkers beat 
the Marlies, they were operating at a fraction of Toronto's 
budget. 

"The NHL is skewing younger, and as this next generation of 
players takes more agency, they want to know why or how 
something happened," one respondent said. "I think Mike 
Vellucci could be successful. He's worked with young players 
throughout his career, he's really a players' coach, someone 
they seem to respond to." 

Ryan Warsofsky, Chicago Wolves head coach 

When Warsofsky was hired by the Charlotte Checkers in 
2019, he was 31 years old, making him the youngest head 
coach hired in the AHL since 2000. Warsofsky counts 
Pittsburgh Penguins coach Mike Sullivan, a fellow 
Massachusetts native, as one of his closest mentors. He 
came up through the Washington Capitals system (around 
the same time as Carbery) and was the ECHL South 
Carolina StingRays coach and director of hockey ops before 
moving to the AHL. Now he's with the Chicago Wolves and 
has them in first place this season. 

"He's a real up-and-comer," one respondent said. "He's had 
a ton of success so far. He's just killing it." 

Jay Woodcroft, Bakersfield Condors head coach 

The No. 1 theme of the Edmonton Oilers' 2021 season is 
Connor McDavid (and Leon Draisaitl) once again dazzling 
while shouldering the burden to carry this team to the 
playoffs. The secondary theme? Young players are starting 
to develop, hopefully easing that burden for the star players 
in coming years. 

"Look at Ethan Bear, Caleb Jones, Ryan McLeod, Kailer 
Yamamoto," one respondent said. "They're all coming along 
nicely and contributing to the Oilers. Woodcroft did a good 
job in Bakersfield making sure all of those guys were 
developing and ready to go." 

Coaches our panel would like to see in the NHL 

Duante' Abercrombie, Stevenson University assistant coach 

The 34-year-old Abercrombie came up through the historic 
Washington D.C. Fort Dupont Hockey Club and was 
mentored by Neal Henderson, the first Black man inducted 
into the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame. "Duante has built a 

reputation of his own, though, as someone who is completely 
dedicated to the sport, a hard worker who is always well-
prepared," one respondent said. "He cares about his players 
and has all of those 'special' attributes you're looking for in a 
head coach." 

Kori Cheverie, Ryerson University men's hockey assistant 
coach/Team Canada 

The 33-year-old Cheverie is a name to watch for a forward-
thinking general manager. She will be an assistant coach for 
Team Canada at the women's World Championships, after 
helping the junior programs to success. Cheverie is best 
known for breaking barriers; when she was named assistant 
coach of the men's team at Ryerson, she became the first 
woman full-time coach of a men's hockey program in U 
Sports. 

"I think she has a unique way of relating to players," one 
respondent said. "She's approachable. She can connect with 
them on a different level than a lot of coaches. Bright, 
motivated. I'd love to see her get a shot at the next level." 

Jukka Jalonen, Finland head coach 

"Jalonen definitely caught my eye after Finland won the 
World Championship in 2019," one respondent said. "If an 
NHL team is looking to think outside the box, he'd be a really 
interesting hire." 

Considering the rise of Finnish talent in the NHL, Jalonen 
would make a lot of sense. Antti Makinen, who broadcasts 
NHL games in Finland, wrote an e-book called "Finnish NHL 
Stars with Antti Makinen." There's an entire chapter featuring 
an interview with Jalonen, where he explains how difficult it is 
for European coaches -- even the most talented ones -- to 
get serious interest in the NHL. The 52-year-old Jalonen has 
said multiple times that coaching in the NHL is his dream. 
But he also said that the best place for him to begin in an 
NHL organization would be as an assistant coach. 

David Nemirovsky, Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod head coach 

The Canadian-born Nemirovsky put together a nearly 20-
year playing career, including 91 games in the NHL and 124 
in the KHL. At 44, he's now been a head coach in Russia, 
and could come to the NHL with a unique résumé. 

"He's bright, super skilled, open-minded," one respondent 
said. "Fluent in Russian, Jewish heritage, has experience 
coaching in Russia. He's the type of person that NHL teams 
should be looking to consider. He also has experience in 
management, and I also could see him as an NHL general 
manager one day." 

Jason Payne, Cincinnati Cyclones assistant coach 

Payne has been part of the NHL Coaches Association 
BIPOC Coaches Program, with one respondent calling him 
"completely underrated." The Cyclones went 89-30-16 over 
Payne's first two seasons; the 46-year-old has experience at 
all levels of hockey -- from peewee to working with 
professional players. 

"He was a hardworking, tough player who scrapped his way 
to a 14-year playing career," the respondent said. "He 
overcame every barrier, just to get a sniff. He has experience 
running power skating and skill development programs. Matt 
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Thomas hired him three years ago, and since then, they've 
been the best team in the Sabres organization." 

The next wave of GMs 

John Ferguson Jr., Boston Bruins assistant general manager 

The 53-year-old Ferguson has been an NHL player, scout 
and has worked a variety of positions in NHL front offices, 
including serving as the Toronto Maple Leafs' GM from 
2003-08. 

"He got his first GM job in his 30s, when he probably wasn't 
ready, to be honest," one respondent said. "After things 
didn't work out in Toronto, he just put his head down and got 
back to work. I know some people roll their eyes at retreads, 
but this is someone who has earned a second opportunity." 

Chris MacFarland, Colorado Avalanche assistant general 
manager 

Over the past two years, Chris Drury was the assistant 
general manager who garnered the most interest any time 
there was a GM opening. However, Drury kept declining 
interest, knowing he had a good situation with the Rangers. 

Now, MacFarland inherits Drury's role as the "next man up" 
for every opening -- but likely will have to go outside the 
organization for a bigger opportunity, as it doesn't seem like 
Joe Sakic is going anywhere anytime soon. The Bronx, New 
York-born MacFarland spent 16 years with the Blue Jackets 
organization before moving over to Colorado, where he has 
worked for six years. He's already interviewed in New Jersey 
and had interest from several other clubs recently, including 
Pittsburgh. 

"Sakic really trusts him," one respondent said. "MacFarland 
has been the guy behind the scenes on a lot of their big 
moves. Experienced, ready-to-go day one type of 
candidate." 

Scott Mellanby, Montreal Canadiens assistant general 
manager 

The former Panthers and Thrashers captain has been with 
the Canadiens since 2012, and has a strong reputation 
throughout the league. The 54-year-old has been a 
candidate for a few recent openings, including Florida this 
past year, and should continue to get calls in the future. 

"I think teams would look at Scott Mellanby and know what 
they're going to get," one respondent said. "A super solid, 
sound hockey guy. He's paid his dues." 

Kevin Weekes, NHL Network analyst 

The first Black general manager in the NHL will be Kevin 
Weekes -- at least, he should be. The 46-year-old former 
NHL goalie is well connected, with a strong reputation 
around the league as bright, analytical and forward-thinking. 
He's generated interest for some general manager openings 
so far, most recently with the Penguins. 

However, Weekes is at the stage of his career where he's 
waiting for the right opportunity, looking for an organization 
that is ready to put full trust in him and let him execute his 
vision. 

"Kevin Weekes is the type of person we should want 
representing this league, making decisions, shaping a 
franchise," one respondent said. "He interviews well and has 
conviction. It's just a matter of finding the right fit." 

Up-and-coming GMs 

Derek Clancey, free agent 

For 14 years, Clancey worked for the Penguins organization, 
working his way up the ranks from scout to become the 
team's director of player personnel. Clancey was integral in 
player evaluations, as well as scouting and chasing free 
agents in Europe (a recent example is Radim Zohorna). 
Clancey's name is engraved on the Stanley Cup, having won 
three times with Pittsburgh. However, he was pushed out 
with the recent GM change. 

"He was initially hired and promoted by [former GM Ray] 
Shero and then became a trusted guy for [former GM] Jim 
Rutherford," one respondent said. "He knows what it takes to 
be part of a winning organization." 

Mathieu Darche, Tampa Bay Lightning director of hockey 
operations 

The 44-year-old Darche is a former NHL player. He also has 
experience in broadcasting, in sales and marketing and 
served five years on the board of the Ronald McDonald 
House. During the 2012-13 NHL lockout, he was appointed 
to the NHLPA's negotiating team and was an integral voice 
for the players working toward a new CBA. 

In Tampa Bay, he's had a key role in player contract 
negotiations, budgeting and the salary cap. 

"His experience make him perfectly primed to be an NHL GM 
one day," one respondent said. "Highly motivated, and a 
quick study, presents himself well. He'd be a great asset to 
any team." 

Rob DiMaio, St. Louis Blues director of player personnel 

The Blues have had sustained success over the past 
decade, including winning the franchise's first Stanley Cup in 
2019. There are plenty of people behind the scenes who 
don't get public credit. 

"A guy I'd consider is Rob DiMaio," said one respondent. 
"He's a trusted advisor of [GM] Doug Armstrong. A really 
good hockey guy, well respected. He's had a strong 
influence in that organization." 

The 53-year-old DiMaio, a former NHL player, has been a 
key voice in a lot of the Blues' recent moves, including 
acquiring Ryan O'Reilly, Justin Faulk, Carl Gunnarsson and 
Marco Scandella. 

Trevor Georgie, St. John's Sea Dogs GM and president 

When Georgie joined the Sea Dogs in 2016, he was 28, the 
youngest club president in the CHL. He also holds the title of 
general manager, and in the CHL, it's rare to have someone 
oversee both the business and hockey operations side. But 
Georgie has previous experience in agency work, taking the 
job after a stint with Wasserman as a senior manager of 
consulting out of their Toronto office. Though he's still young, 
Georgie is polished -- and someone to keep an eye on. 
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"Extremely driven, extremely well-spoken," one respondent 
said. 

Ryan Hardy, Chicago Steel GM 

The 35-year-old Hardy has been GM of the USHL's Chicago 
Steel for only three seasons, but he's already gaining traction 
in NHL circles. 

"If you want to know a real up-and-comer, I'd consider Ryan 
Hardy with the Chicago Steel, he's got his s--- together," one 
respondent said. "He's a great recruiter, well organized and 
runs a great organization. Running a USHL team is a tough 
gig." 

Hardy was previously an amateur scout for the Bruins, and 
was also instrumental in helping introduce Noelle Needham 
to the Toronto Maple Leafs, where she became the NHL's 
first full-time female amateur scout. 

Ryan Johnson, Utica Comets GM/Vancouver Canucks senior 
director of player development 

Johnson built a 701-game NHL career as a checking center. 
He was then hired by the Canucks organization, where he 
keeps adding more responsibilities to his job description. 

"He's a hardworking guy, who really cares about his players," 
one respondent said. "He's also been instrumental in the 
development for a lot of their young guys. There's nothing 
pretentious about him. Ryan has a lot of fans in this league." 

Scott Nichol, Nashville Predators director of player 
development 

Early on in Nichol's tenure with Nashville, he handled the 
player development role by himself. The Predators 
eventually added more to the staff, and also began 
promoting Nichol -- yet another example of an ex-player 
rising in the front office ranks. Nichol has also served as GM 
of the Predators' AHL affiliate in Milwaukee. 

"You'll have a hard time finding anyone to say anything bad 
about Scott Nichol," one respondent said. "He's done a real 
good job. Positive attitude, works hard." 

People our panel would like to see on the NHL GM track 

Hnat Domenichelli, Lugano GM 

The 45-year-old, Canadian-born Domenichelli played nearly 
300 games in the NHL, but finished his career in Switzerland. 
After he retired from playing, he was an agent in Europe, 
then worked on the front office side. Along the way he 
married a Swiss woman, gaining a Swiss passport in 2009 to 
play for Switzerland in the 2010 Olympics. 

"Really smart guy," one respondent said. "I think he wants to 
come back to North America, and given his NHL and 
international experience, I think he could be a great hire." 

Cammi Granato, Seattle Kraken scout 

Another Hockey Hall of Famer, Granato is one of the best 
women's hockey players in United States history. Granato 
has had job opportunities come up over the past decade, but 
often turned them down for family reasons. Her husband is 
TSN analyst Ray Ferraro, who travels Monday through 
Friday for work. Granato said that "it just wasn't feasible to 
leave" when her sons were younger. 

When Granato was hired by the Kraken in 2019, becoming 
the NHL's first full-time female pro scout, I asked her why 
women traditionally have not gone into scouting. "I think we 
could probably ask that question about so many things in 
sports. Maybe even more than sports," Granato said. "Why? 
There isn't really an answer besides they weren't considered. 
Right now, I feel there is this energy and momentum and 
you're seeing women in different positions getting jobs they 
are qualified for, but never got the opportunity for." 

Angela James, Hockey Hall of Famer 

Most hockey fans know James for being the Wayne Gretzky 
of women's hockey. She is the first superstar on the woman's 
side. Since retiring, James has been active in coaching and 
officiating in Canada, but one respondent wants to see her 
managing in the NHL. 

"She'd bring a terrific hockey IQ, but a lot of jam too," the 
respondent said. "All it takes is one person to give her a 
shot, and I don't think they'd be disappointed." 

Florence Schelling, free agent 

Last year, Schelling became the first female GM in top level 
men's professional hockey. She was just 31 at the time of 
the appointment. In announcing the hiring, Bern CEO Marc 
Luthi noted that Schelling got the job because "she's young, 
[will] bring new perspective and break up existing structures." 

It wasn't the easiest first season on the job, and she was let 
go in April. But the experience was crucial for the longtime 
Swiss national team goaltender, also a legend at her alma 
mater, Northeastern. One respondent said he believes 
Schelling "wouldn't just be a groundbreaking hire, she'd be a 
smart one." 

Eric Tulsky, Carolina Hurricanes assistant general manager 

The Canes don't spend as much money as other NHL clubs, 
but have found success by exploiting other areas. The most 
significant: Carolina leaned into analytics. Tulsky, who is in 
his seventh year with the organization, is a Harvard graduate 
who also holds a Ph.D. from UC-Berkeley. He began in 
hockey by blogging about the sport in 2011. 

"Eric is always at the forefront of everything; cutting edge, 
super bright," one respondent said. 'It's clear the Hurricanes 
value him because they keep promoting him, but I'd like to 
see what he could do running his own team one day."
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NHL Power Rankings: Hurricanes take top spot; Beware of Lightning 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings the 
Hurricanes climb to the top spot thanks to a stretch run that 
included a 13-game point streak that was only snapped on 
Saturday. 

They enter their regular season finale against Nashville on 
Monday tied with Vegas for the most points in the league and 
a fighting chance to win their first ever Presidents’ Trophy. 
But it is the big trophy at the end of the playoffs that Carolina 
fans should be most excited about, because their team has 
as good a chance as any to win it all. 

The Hurricanes have been building something special for a 
few years now, and all of the pieces seem to be coming 
together. Thanks to a deep collection of talented (and young) 
forwards, one of the league’s best defensive groups, a three-
headed monster of goalies, and a coach of the year 
candidate, Carolina has consistently been one of the 
league’s best teams all season. 

They take the top spot this week, followed closely by the 
Golden Knights, Avalanche, and Lightning. 

Where does your team rank in this week’s NHL Power 
Rankings? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Carolina Hurricanes. As good, deep, and balanced as any 
other team in the league. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights. They have been a conference 
finalist in two of their first three seasons in the league and 
could very well find themselves in the final four again in their 
fourth season. A remarkable start to the franchise. 

3. Colorado Avalanche. Philipp Grubauer and the 
goaltending situation will be their big X-Factor in the playoffs. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning. Seems like they have been 
overlooked a little lately. Do not let that happen. The top 
team in the league for six years now and they have not been 
playing with a full lineup the past couple of weeks. That 
should change in the playoffs. Watch out then. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs. Not going to put Stanley Cup or bust 
expectations on them (because that is always dumb), but the 
Maple Leafs have to win a round, maybe two, for this season 
to be anything close to a success. Another first round exit 
would be a massive failure. 

6. Florida Panthers. They are playing great going into the 
playoffs. That opening round matchup against Tampa Bay is 
going to be one of the must-see series of the first round. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins. This has turned out to be one of the 
deepest teams of the Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin era. 

8. Minnesota Wild. Kirill Kaprizov has more than lived up to 
the hype, and he is turning the Wild into what should be a 
tough playoff matchup. 

9. Boston Bruins. There was always an expectation that 
Taylor Hall would rediscover his game in a better situation, 
but he may have exceeded that expectation in Boston so far. 

10. Washington Capitals. This is one banged up team going 
into the playoffs. That is going to be the biggest concern. 
That and the goaltending situation. 

11. Edmonton Oilers. It does not matter who you are playing 
against, 100 points in 53 games is incredible. Connor 
McDavid is the most dominant player in hockey. 

12. New York Islanders. They were able to “flip the switch” in 
the playoffs a year ago after a sluggish end to the regular 
season. Can they do that again? They are going to have to 
find a way. 

13. Nashville Predators. An incredible turnaround over the 
past month-and-a-half, and they have their goaltending to 
thank for it. 

14. St. Louis Blues. They are in the playoffs, but I do not feel 
great about their chances. 

15. Calgary Flames. They are playing better right now than 
two of the four teams going to the playoffs in the North. Too 
little, too late. 

16. Montreal Canadiens. Do you remember when Josh 
Anderson had nine goals in his first 13 games? He has 
seven in the next 38 games. 

17. New York Rangers. The front office overhaul does not 
make much sense right now. Strange timing, strange 
decision making. 

18. Winnipeg Jets. Talk about backing into the playoffs at the 
moment. Their potential first round matchups are Edmonton 
or Toronto. Neither one seems encouraging given the way 
this team is playing. 

19. Dallas Stars. This season is going to be a big what if. 
What if Tyler Seguin and Alexander Radulov were healthy. 
What if they could have had just a little bit more luck in 
overtime and the shootout. 

20. Chicago Blackhawks. Alex DeBrincat bouncing back is a 
great sign. An incredible season for him. 
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21. Ottawa Senators. A very impressive finish for a young 
team finding its confidence. They have salary cap space to 
play with this offseason. 

22. New Jersey Devils. Another team with some impressive 
young players and a lot of salary cap space at their disposal 
this offseason. 

23. Philadelphia Flyers. So much of the future is riding on 
Carter Hart being better than he is this season. 

24. Arizona Coyotes. They need some difference makers. A 
superstar. Somebody that can take over and change a 
game. Those players are not easy to find, though. 

25. Los Angeles Kings. Anze Kopitar hit the 1,000 point 
mark. Simply one of the best players of his era.  

26. Detroit Red Wings. Their leading point producer this 
season (Filip Hronek, 26 points) did not score a single goal 

against a goalie this season. His two goals were empty net 
goals. 

27. San Jose Sharks. Evander Kane and Tomas Hertl had 
strong seasons. The rest of the team is a long way from 
contending again. 

28. Vancouver Canucks. They are too top heavy and the 
salary cap situation is not going to make that an easy fix. 

29. Columbus Blue Jackets. The John Tortorella era was the 
by far the most successful stretch for this franchise. They 
should expect better than that, though. 

30. Buffalo Sabres. Michael Houser was a nice bright spot in 
an otherwise dismal season. 

31. Anaheim Ducks. No offense, no defense, and even John 
Gibson has looked ordinary behind this team the past couple 
of seasons.

 

 

Canes fall flat in glorified exhibition game to end regular season 

Minus several lineup regulars, the Canes simply didn’t have 
it in game 56. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

In their 56th and final game of the 2021 regular season, the 
Carolina Hurricanes brought a very second semester senior 
year vibe.  

The Canes rested several lineup regulars in what was 
effectively a glorified preseason game, and fell 5-0 to their 
upcoming first-round opponent. Predators goalie Pekka 
Rinne picked up 24 saves for the shutout.  

The most important thing for the Canes was getting through 
this game without further injury, and they passed that test. 
Nothing else about Monday night’s result with a shorthanded 
lineup will have any bearing in round one.  

Several lineup regulars on each side sat out of this one. The 
Hurricanes got Jordan Martinook back following a nine-game 
absence, but took an opportunity to rest some banged-up 
players in Jordan Staal, Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce, Dougie 
Hamilton and Andrei Svechnikov.  

The Predators’ absence list was even lengthier, with 
Alexandre Carrier, Mattias Ekholm, Ryan Ellis, Mikael 
Granlund, Ben Harpur, Erik Haula, Calle Jarnkrok, Roman 
Josi, Luke Kunin, Juuse Saros and Colton Sissons all 
inactive.  

Following a good shift in the offensive zone for the line of 
Nino Niederreiter, Vincent Trocheck and Martin Necas, the 
Canes drew the game’s first power play about two minutes 
in. While several of the aforementioned absent regulars play 
on the power play, the man advantage got the team off to the 

opposite of the start it wanted, with an offensive zone 
turnover leading to a shorthanded breakaway for Rocco 
Grimaldi that put Nashville up 1-0.  

Nashville wasted little time doubling its lead, as a slick finish 
for Matt Duchene made it 2-0 Predators just 1:38 later.  

Max McCormick continued to answer the bell for the Canes 
and looked to make an argument for staying in the lineup, 
dropping the gloves with Tyler Lewington after a high hit on 
Morgan Geekie by the latter.  

The second period didn’t start any better for the Canes, as 
Duchene picked up a rebound down low and snapped it 
home for his second of the game to make it 3-0. Nashville 
continued to completely out play the Canes as the middle 
frame went along, and pushed its lead to 4-0 with a Ryan 
Johnansen power-play goal with about eight minutes left, 
snapping a seven-game streak of the Canes not allowing a 
power-play goal.  

The third period started similarly to the first, with Tanner 
Jeannot giving the Preds a 5-0 lead with their second 
shorthanded goal of the game, beating Jake Gardiner to a 
loose puck in what was a rough outing for the veteran 
defenseman. 

Rinne continued to stand tall in the third period, robbing 
Geekie point blank to keep the Canes off the scoreboard.  

Next up for the Canes is round one of the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. As the Central Division Champion, this team is 
guaranteed home ice through at least the first two rounds. 
The first-round opponent will be a familiar one, as the 
Hurricanes and Predators will square off for the first time in 
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the playoffs. There’s no word on a date for game one, though 
speculation is it will be sometime next weekend.  

Stay tuned to Canes Country for full coverage and analysis 
of the Canes’ upcoming first-round series.

 

They said it: Brind’Amour, Keane McCormick on regular season-ending loss 

Rod Brind’Amour, Max McCormick and Joey Keane spoke to 
the media following a 5-0 loss to the Nashville Predators.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes fell 5-0 to the Nashville Predators in the their 
final game of the regular season Monday night, a game with 
little to no significance ahead of the playoffs. 

Rod Brind’Amour, Max McCormick and Joey Keane, who 
made his NHL debut, spoke to the media after the game. 
Here’s a full breakdown of everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On what he takes away from the game: Not much, we’re 
going to flush it. I think we played 55 games and we were in 
every one. Some of the losses, we were right in every one of 
those. This is the one game the whole year we weren’t in. So 
it’s kind of flushed for me, to be honest with you. Obviously 
we’re going to look at it and pick some things system wise, 
but overall it’s just let’s move on. 

On what the team needs to work on in practice: It’s going to 
be everything. We’ve got to get the tempo up again. We 
haven’t practiced in a month, had a real practice where I 
could push the guys and get going, get our pace back. You 
could see it tonight. To me, the last two weeks, you could 
see it. Once we clinched, I could just see that we got off the 
gas a little, so we need to get that back. I don’t know when 
we’ll start, but we’re going to have some time to do that 
hopefully and get back to playing the way we’ve got to play. 

On Jordan Martinook: Well he had to get in, right? That was 
the thing. I don’t know how much of the rust factor, he’s still 
probably going to be a little rusty, but just the fact that he got 
one game under his belt will be probably good for him and 
his confidence. I think it was important for him to get in the 
game.  

On the chippiness of a series like this: That’s playoff hockey. 
It’s going to be rough and physical. You’ve got to answer the 
bell. I expected it, the other night, for sure. They were 
fighting to get in. And then tonight with nothing really on the 
line, I didn’t think it was all that chippy. I think it got a little bit 
here and there, but playoff hockey’s physical and tough, and 
there’s no doubt it ramps up. 

On the performance of guys like Max McCormick who are 
fighting for spots: Him, Joey Keane comes in and did the 
same thing for me. It’s just maximum effort, giving it 
everything they can. They’re trying to say ‘Hey, I want to 
stick here, I’ve got to do what I have to do, I’ll do whatever it 
takes’ type thing. That’s the kind of attitude you need to 

have, not just from guys that are maybe in or out, you need it 
from everybody.  

On if there are any decisions to be made from these games: 
Maybe. We had some question marks if we get healthy. 
Right now, it’s hard to say. If everyone’s good to go 
whenever we start there will definitely be some tough 
decisions.  

On the decision in net of Alex Nedeljkovic or Petr Mrazek: I 
wouldn’t say it’s been answered. I think we needed to get 
[Mrazek] the games to kind of get a good evaluation on it, 
and then we’ll hopefully have some good practices and make 
a decision on everybody, goaltending included. The great 
thing is I feel good about wherever we go, whatever direction 
there. I thought with Petr, the goals, we left him out to dry a 
little on those. It wasn’t an abundance of work tonight for 
him, but when we did, they were a little bit too grade-A.  

Joey Keane 

On his first NHL game: It was a pretty surreal experience. 
From the first puck drop I was not really thinking, just in the 
moment. It was great. It obviously was not the result we 
wanted, but we’re moving on.  

On his family being at the game, on if he got to see them 
before and on if he’s excited to celebrate with them now: I’m 
definitely looking forward to seeing them now. No, I did not 
get to see them before the game, but yeah it will be good to 
see them after.  

On if the NHL game was what he expected it would be: I 
didn’t know what to think. I knew it was just going to be 
another hockey game, so that’s what I focused on. It was a 
great experience, and I’m looking forward to the next one. 

Max McCormick 

On if there’s anything that can be taken from a game like this 
that doesn’t really matter: Yeah, exactly. We’re putting that 
game behind us. We’re moving forward and looking ahead to 
game one. So, we’re just gonna head back home, regroup 
and get ready for playoffs.  

On the chippiness between the two teams ahead of a first-
round series in the playoffs between them: We know we’re 
playing them first round. Both teams know that. I think they’re 
just trying to send a little bit of a message there. I think it’s 
just a little bit of a foreshadow of the battle that’s ahead for 
game one coming up. 

On if Nashville sent a message or just attempted to send 
one: I don’t really think too much of it. Like I said, we’re 
putting that game behind us. That’s not our game, not how 
we play. So, we’re just looking forward to game one.
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Defense optional as Wolves battle through high-scoring games 

No, the Wolves still haven’t clinched the division.  

By Sarah.A  

I can’t say I’ve seen a team so apparently uninterested in 
clinching their division — even with as meaningless as it is 
this season. The Wolves had a chance to clinch last week, 
but three consecutive losses to Iowa and Grand Rapids have 
made the last games of the season actually mean something 
for Chicago.  

As things stand, the Wolves’ magic number is four, in terms 
of clinching the division. The Cleveland Monsters are hot on 
the Wolves’ trail, with a points percentage of 0.635, in 
comparison to 0.683 for the Wolves. Each team has three 
games remaining: Cleveland finishes its season with three 
straight games against the Grand Rapids Griffins, while the 
Wolves have one against Grand Rapids before finishing with 
a home-and-home against the Rockford IceHogs.  

In recent post-game comments, coach Ryan Warsofsky 
made it clear, without naming any names, that some players 
need to learn to play with more consistency and maturity. 
Warsofsky echoed a common refrain from coaches and 
personnel across the AHL: you never know who’s watching 
you play. Even if a game isn’t being played in search of a 
championship, players still can’t take shifts off. 

Warsofsky cited veteran defenseman Dylan McIlrath of the 
Griffins, who has played in the AHL since the 2010-11 
season, as an example of consistency. No matter the game 
or situation, McIlrath is the same player from shift to shift. 
Teammates and opponents know what to expect from him, 
and while he’s never been a player who provides significant 
offense, his predictability and energy that he brings to every 
game has helped keep him in this league for more than ten 
years.  

This season has been a learning opportunity for the many 
young players on the Wolves, and hopefully they will take 
those lessons to heart in the final few games of the season. 

Game 28: Wolves 4, Griffins 5 

Two of the Wolves’ three games this past week were high-
scoring affairs. This one, the Wolves happened to come out 
on the wrong side of all of the goals, largely thanks to Griffins 
forward Riley Barber.  

The Wolves found themselves down 4-2 midway through the 
third period, where the Griffins started to dominate in terms 
of possession, eventually outshooting the wolves 13-9 in the 
frame. A win seemed to grow more unlikely as the period 
went on and the Griffins refused to give up control. But a 
well-timed power play goal from Dominik Bokk, his ninth of 
the season, gave the Wolves some energy. David Cotton 
scored his 10th of the season around 90 seconds later to tie 
the game at four. 

The game seemed destined for overtime until the Griffins 
gained possession at the end of the period. With 12 seconds 
left, and an exhausted Wolves squad on the ice, Riley Barber 
placed a perfect shot on Beck Warm to stun the Wolves and 
win the game for Grand Rapids. Six of Barber’s 17 goals this 
season have come against Chicago. 

Scoring: David Cotton, 1 G; Anthony Richard, 1 G; Dominik 
Bokk, 1 G; Phil Tomasino, 1 G; David Warsofsky, 3 A; 
Tommy Novak, 3 A; Marc Del Gazio, 1 A 

In net: Beck Warm, saved 22 of 27, 0.815 Sv% 

Game 29: Wolves 1, Griffins 3 

In yet another frustrating effort, the Wolves could only muster 
one goal against the Griffins after scoring four the day 
before. In a crucial third period, down two goals, the Wolves 
had only five shots on goal and weren’t able to solve 
goaltender Pat Nagle.  

This game prompted Warsofsky’s comments about players 
needing to take every game seriously and put forth their best 
efforts, as poor games now could easily impact a player 
down the road in his career, when it comes to negotiating 
new contracts or getting the attention of a scout.  

Forward Ryan Suzuki returned to the lineup this weekend, 
playing in both games against Grand Rapids. While his 
absence wasn’t specified, Warsofsky noted that it was a 
learning experience for Suzuki to learn how to take care of 
his body like a professional and prepare for both games and 
practice. Warsofsky would still like to see Suzuki generate 
more offense, something which he’s shown flashes of 
throughout the season.  

Scoring: Tommy Novak, 1 G; Anthony Richard, 1 A; Phil 
Tomasino, 1 A 

In net: Antoine Bibeau, saved 26 of 29, 0.897 Sv% 

Game 30: Wolves 6, IceHogs 5 

In another high-scoring game, defense was clearly optional 
for both the Wolves and the Rockford IceHogs. With 
defenseman Joey Keane called up to the Carolina 
Hurricanes, and Brandon Hickey jumping up to forward from 
his normal spot on the blue line, the Wolves weren’t icing an 
optimal roster, but fortunately this time around were able to 
outscore their problems.  

Warsofsky’s message after the previous game of playing 
with passion and purpose clearly resonated with the Wolves, 
as Phil Tomasino opened the scoring just 35 seconds in, with 
Jamieson Rees following just about 40 seconds later with his 
first of two of the game. The Wolves were flying, at one point 
outshooting the IceHogs 9-1 in the first period. They finished 
the period up 4-1 and looked to be en route to another 
lopsided victory.  

And then, as many teams — particularly young teams — 
tend to do, the Wolves took their collective foot off the gas. 
Over the second and third periods, the IceHogs peppered 
Beck Warm with 22 shots and began to do a better job of 
protecting their own goalie. 

Oh yeah, and Brandon Pirri happened, too. Pirri seemingly 
took over the game for the IceHogs and scored twice on the 
Wolves; seven of his eight goals this season have come 
against his old team.  

The IceHogs made things interesting in the third, scoring 
three times and pushing the Wolves to a frantic finish. They 
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managed to hang on to record their 19th win of the season 
and fourth over Rockford this year.  

Scoring: Jamieson Rees, 2 G; David Cotton, 1 G; Tommy 
Novak, 1 G; Brandon Hickey, 1 G; Phil Tomasino, 1 G; Josh 

Healey, 2 A; Dominik Bokk, 2 A; Max Lajoie, 1 A; Marc Del 
Gazio, 1 A; Frederic Allard, 1 A; Luke Evangelista, 1 A; Zach 
Solow, 1 A 

In net: Beck Warm, saved 23 of 28, 0.821 Sv% 

  

 

 

Wolves hold off IceHogs 

Jamieson Rees scores two of the Wolves' four first-period 
goals  

Rookie forward Jamieson Rees scored two of the four first-
period goals that triggered the Chicago Wolves’ 6-5 triumph 
over the Rockford IceHogs on Monday afternoon at the 
Wolves Training Facility. 

Forwards Phil Tomasino, Brandon Hickey, David Cotton and 
Tommy Novak also scored for the Wolves (19-8-1-2), who 
slashed their magic number to clinch the Central Division to 
4. 

Former Wolves standout Brandon Pirri scored two goals for 
Rockford (11-18-1-0), which trailed 5-2 after two periods but 
pulled within one goal with 8:06 to play. 

“I liked our first period for the most part,” said Wolves head 
coach Ryan Warsofsky. “The second was pretty good. We 
just kind of fell asleep there in the third and fed them some 
goals. We’ve got to clean up some things, but obviously 
good to get back in the win column. 

The Wolves scored twice in the opening 71 seconds to set 
the tone for the teams’ first meeting since April 17. 
Defenseman Marc Del Gaizo pushed the puck up the ice 
quickly to Tomasino, who escaped a Rockford defender and 
roared in to score on the game’s first shot at 0:35. 

Rees chimed in 36 seconds later by starting and finishing a 
play near the goal. His between-the-legs pass set up 
defenseman Frederic Allard’s slap shot that generated a 
rebound. Rockford goaltender Tom Aubrun stopped Dominik 
Bokk’s rebound try, but Rees was there to clean it up for a 2-
0 lead. 

Rees worked hard to get to the right spot again to earn his 
second goal of the day. Defenseman Josh Healey ripped a 
shot from the left point and Rees beat a Rockford 
defenseman to the rebound to tap it home at 10:32 of the 
first. 

Hickey, a defenseman moved up to forward to accommodate 
injury issues, generated a huge roar from the Wolves bench 
when he earned his first goal of the year at 15:29. Hickey 
swatted home a rebound to give Chicago a 4-0 lead at 15:29. 

Rockford slowed the Wolves’ momentum with Mitchell 
Fossier’s goal at 16:40 of the first. D.J. Busdeker led a 2-on-
1 rush into the zone and issued a nice backhand dish that 
allowed Fossier to face goaltender Beck Warm unimpeded. 

The IceHogs crept closer when Pirri intercepted a 
defenseman-to-defenseman pass at the blue line and raced 
for a breakaway at 14:57 to cut the margin to 4-2. 

The Wolves responded just 73 seconds later as Healey 
issued a blast from the left point and Cotton redirected it for a 
5-2 lead at 16:10. 

Pirri and Novak exchanged goals to give the Wolves a 6-3 
cushion with 14:42 to play, but the IceHogs kept attacking 
and sneaked within 6-5 on goals by Anton Lindholm and 
Chris Wilkie. The IceHogs pulled their goalie with more than 
a minute to play to gain the extra attacker, but the Wolves 
held them at bay. 

Warm (7-3-1) posted 23 saves to earn the win while Aubrun 
(0-1-0) recorded 25 stops in his first AHL decision. 

The Wolves continue their busy final week with Wednesday’s 
6 p.m. game at Grand Rapids. Chicago closes out the 
season with Friday’s trip to Rockford and Saturday’s 7 p.m. 
finale vs. the IceHogs at the Wolves Training Facility. All 
Wolves games are streamed on AHLTV.com.
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TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251294024.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251296935.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/05/hurricanes-drop-finale-to-predators-in-b-team-matchup/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-blanked-by-nashville-in-regular-season-finale/c-324572298 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-game-recap/c-324444142 
https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-pekka-rinne-hockey-nhl-a966c65ccfa5cd34df2aaab4a9fa3912 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/31421880/the-top-rising-candidates-nhl-coach-gm-jobs 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/05/10/nhl-power-rankings-carolina-hurricanes-take-top-spot-beware-of-tampa-bay-lightning/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/10/22429893/canes-fall-flat-in-glorified-exhibition-game-to-end-regular-season 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/10/22429944/carolina-hurricanes-rod-brindamour-max-mccormick-joey-keane 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/11/22430061/defense-optional-ahl-chicago-wolves-battle-through-high-scoring-games-jamieson-rees-
dominik-bokk 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/05/10/wolves-hold-off-icehogs-2/ 
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Hurricanes end regular season with loss to Predators. The playoffs are 
next. 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 10, 2021 07:28 PM,  

 

On to the playoffs. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Nashville Predators took care of one final 
bit of business in the regular season on Monday, and the Predators came 
away with a 5-0 victory at Bridgestone Arena. 

Matt Duchene scored twice and goalie Pekka Rinne, the old pro, had a 
vintage performance in net for the Predators, making 30 saves in his 60th 
career shutout, and his 369th career win. 

Rocco Grimaldi’s shorthanded goal gave Nashville an early lead, and 
Tanner Jeannot added a second shorthanded score in the first minute of 
the third. Ryan Johansen had a power-play goal in the second period for 
the Predators. 

None of that will matter when the Canes and Predators face off in the 
opening round of the Stanley Cup playoffs. The date and time of Game 1 
has yet to be announced by the NHL. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said his team would quickly “flush” the 
game and move on, saying he was looking forward to having some 
practice time this week leading up to Game 1. 

“We need to get the tempo up,” Brind’Amour said. “We haven’t practiced 
in a month, had a real practice where I could push the guys and get our 
pace pack. 

“You could see it tonight. To me, you could see it the last two weeks. 
Once we clinched I could see we got off the gas a little. We need to get 
that back. I don’t know when we start (the playoffs) but we’ll have some 
time to do that hopefully and get back to the way we’ve got to play.” 

Was Monday’s game some kind of statement game? Hard to say, with 
Brind’Amour holding five regulars out of the lineup. The Hurricanes made 
six statements of their own during the season, going 6-2-0 against 
Nashville, and have won 13 of the past 16 games against the Preds. 

The Canes (36-12-8) won the Central Division. The Predators (31-23-2) 
were fourth. That’s a statement. 

One interesting development Monday was an announcement that the 
Predators have been given approval to have 12,135 fans at their home 
playoff games. That seating increase, from 40 percent capacity to 70 
percent, could be a factor, even with the Canes holding the home-ice 
advantage in the opening round. 

Brind’Amour is hopeful of having a full complement of players. Sitting out 
Monday’s game were forwards Jordan Staal and Andrei Svechnikov, and 
defensemen Jaccob Slavin, Dougie Hamilton and Brett Pesce. 

Brind’Amour remains hopeful that Slavin, who suffered a lower-body 
injury Saturday in a 3-1 loss to Nashville, will be ready to play in Game 1 
of the playoffs. 

With three defensemen out, Joey Keane was recalled Monday from the 
Chicago Wolves of the AHL and made his NHL debut for the Hurricanes. 
The defenseman, 21, took the customary solo lap before the pregame 
warmup, a thrill for the Chicago native, and had 19:34 of playing time. 

“It was a pretty surreal experience,” Keane said. “From the first puck drop 
I was not thinking, just in the moment.” 

The Canes were winless in their last three games of the regular season, 
including the two regulation losses to the Predators. Both games had a 
physical edge to them as the Predators first clinched a playoff spot, then 
wanted to win for Rinne. 

Canes forward Max McCormick dropped the gloves and traded punches 
with Tyler Lewington in the first period. 
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“We know we’re playing them in the first round and both teams know 
that,” McCormick said. “I think they’re just trying to send a little bit of a 
message there, and I think that’s just a little bit of a foreshadow of the 
battle that’s ahead for Game 1.” 

One of Brind’Amour’s biggest decisions will be deciding on a No. 1 goalie 
— Petr Mrazek or Alex Nedeljkovic. Mrazek was the starter Monday, 
taking a 10-1-0 career record against Nashville into the game. Mrazek 
faced 27 shots. 

Brind’Amour said that a decision on the goalies — and on other lineup 
positions — has not been made, saying there are some “question 
marks.” 

News Observer LOADED: 05.11.2021 
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Canes’ Jordan Staal nominated for 2021 Bill Masterton Trophy 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 10, 2021 03:14 PM,  

 

Jordan Staal would like a lasting image from this hockey season to be 
one of him, holding the Stanley Cup over his head, the Carolina 
Hurricanes having won it. 

But there are other Images, other moments from this season that best 
demonstrate why Staal was nominated for the 2021 Bill Masterton 
Trophy by the Carolina chapter of the Professional Hockey Writers’ 
Association. 

Few will forget him standing in front of Tampa Bay goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy with the Lightning’s Yanni Gourde beating on his back, cross-
checking Staal again and again. Staal couldn’t be budged, standing 
strong, getting his stick on a shot for a redirection and goal. 

Gourde turned and whined to the officials. Staal raised his arms to 
celebrate, then quickly skated to the bench, his job done. There was no 
gloating. 

Another image: Staal surrounded by his family at PNC Arena before he 
played his 1,000th career game. That included brother Marc Staal of the 
Detroit Red Wings, who would be playing against the big center that 
night. 

Another moment: Staal accepting the blame for causing some of his 
teammates to contract COVID-19, forcing them into quarantine early in 
the season. 

That captures a lot — the strong play, a career achievement, accepting 
responsibility. 

The Masterton Trophy is awarded by the PHWA each year to the player 
who best exemplifies the qualities of “perseverance, sportsmanship and 
dedication to hockey.” 

“It’s been my life for the most part,” Staal said on a Monday media call. 
“It’s all you think about growing up. Obviously you realize your dream and 
then have to do it day-in and day-out, and work at it and get better. It’s 
given me a lot. The game has been amazing. It has been a fun ride.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour called the Staal nomination an “easy 
choice.” Staal was a Masterton finalist in 2018 but no Carolina player has 
received the annual award. 

“You could pretty much take any award and his name would be around 
it,” Brind’Amour said Monday. “It’s that simple. His value to the group, to 
the community, his play on the ice, whatever, you can go on and on. 

“It kind of goes without saying he’s kind of everything for us. He 
epitomizes what we’re all about.” 

Staal, 32, has played in every situation this season, providing goals and 
points, taking on the toughest defensive matchups, winning key draws, 
playing the heavy minutes as the Canes won the Central Division. 

Then again, he has done that every season. 

In 2018, Staal and his wife, Heather, experienced the pain and 
heartbreak of having an infant daughter have a birth defect and die. Staal 
never let it show in his play, in his dedication to his job, to his sport. 

But every season has its challenges and this season has been the same, 
with the pandemic and a condensed NHL schedule. 

“Making sure our group was ready for every game was more challenging 
than in most seasons,” Staal said. “I thought we did a really good job of 
that this year and that’s obviously coming down from Roddy 
(Brind’Amour) and the coaching staff, and our players in general. 

“The COVID stuff is obviously another thing. Just mentally having a tough 
time getting away from the rink and getting out of hockey was difficult. It 
took its toll on a lot of guys.” 

Through it all, the Canes captain stood strong for the group. 
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With or without Presidents’ Trophy, Hurricanes ready to crank it up in 
playoffs 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 10, 2021 08:00 AM,  

 

A regular season unlike any other ends Monday for the Carolina 
Hurricane with a game against the Nashville Predators. 

The most pressing concern for the Canes is the status of defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin, who left Saturday’s game against the Predators with a 
lower-body injury and did not return. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the game that Slavin “tweaked” 
something and also said it was “a bit alarming,” a choice of words that 
was a bit alarming. 

Slavin and other players will be held out of Monday’s game, Brind’Amour 
said after the morning skate. He said the hope was that it would be a 
“day-to-day” situation and that Slavin would be ready for the start of the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

As Central Division champions, the Canes (36-11-8) will open the 
playoffs against the Predators (30-23-2), who claimed the No. 4 seed 
with their 3-1 victory on Saturday. The Canes also have will home-ice 
advantage. 

The Canes, with 80 points, were tied with the Vegas Golden Knights for 
most points in the NHL through Saturday’s games. The Golden Knights, 
who beat St. Louis 4-1 on Saturday, have two remaining games they vie 
for the NHL’s Presidents’ Trophy, which would ensure home-ice 
advantage throughout the playoffs. 

Not that it’s always a decisive advantage. None of the past seven 
winners of the Presidents’ Trophy has won a Stanley Cup and only one 
reached the conference finals. The last team to secure the Presidents’ 
Trophy and then win the Cup was the Chicago Blackhawks in 2012-13. 

When the Canes won the Stanley Cup in 2005-06, the Detroit Red Wings 
claimed the Presidents’ Trophy. The Canes won the Southeast Division, 
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their last divisional title before this season, and were the No. 2 seeds in 
the Eastern Conference. 

Then again, the Canes are 20-3-5 at PNC Arena this season, so playing 
at home is a factor. As division champions they’re assured of the home-
ice edge in at least the first two rounds of the playoffs, should they 
advance. 

It won’t be a full house at PNC Arena, with the parking lots full of 
tailgaters before the playoff games and loud once in the building as it 
was in 2019. But it could be loud enough, with the hope of possibly 
increasing allowed seating capacity — 7,000 would be nice in the 
opening round — for the playoff games. 

“Of course you always want to play at home,” Canes forward Jesper Fast 
said Saturday. “We had a really good record at home, so of course that’s 
an advantage for us. It’s a good thing.” 

The check list for Monday’s game with the Predators should be a short 
one: play hard, stay healthy, win a game, go home. 

“Get through the next game and then crank it up,” Brind’Amour said 
Saturday. 

Goalie Petr Mrazek could be the starter Monday and then another 
conversation can be cranked up: Who’s the Canes’ No. 1 goalie going 
into the playoffs? 

OF NOTE 

The Canes on Monday recalled defenseman Joey Keane of the Chicago 
Wolves of the AHL. Keane is expected to make his NHL debut Monday 
against Nashville. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS NASHVILLE PREDATORS 

When: Monday, 8 p.m. 

Where: Bridgestone Arena, Nashville. 

TV: BSSO (Bally) 
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Hurricanes have to endure one last Nashville rerun before the real 
season begins 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

MAY 10, 2021 07:00 AM 

 

It isn’t often there’s a final game between opponents whose futures are 
entirely assured that’s still overloaded with ominous postseason portents. 

There’s nothing on the line Monday night when the Carolina Hurricanes 
close out the season at the Nashville Predators other than pride, except 
pride happens to be a particularly prized commodity considering they’ll 
go from playing for no actual stakes this game to the highest of stakes 
next weekend. 

The Predators sent a message with their first win of the season against 
the Hurricanes on Saturday and the Hurricanes have a chance to send 
one back Monday before they resume hostilities in Raleigh in the first 
round of the playoffs, a curious state of affairs to say the least but 
certainly a more interesting conclusion to the season than the typical 
dead rubber. 

So they’ll go from Nashville to Raleigh and eventually back to Nashville, 
at some point in the not-too-distant future, since Vancouver’s COVID 
crisis unavoidably delayed the conclusion of the Canadian division and 

the NHL has yet to figure out how much of a head start, if any, the other 
three divisions will get. 

Under normal circumstances, this series would probably start 
Wednesday or Thursday, and while you would figure NBC would prefer 
the inventory, the network’s ads say the playoffs start Saturday even 
though the NHL hasn’t said anything, so both teams will likely have until 
Saturday or Sunday to stew over the results of this two-game series 
whether they like it or not. 

This quirk of the schedule ensures at least one theme endures from the 
past two Hurricanes’ playoff openers: unfinished business. 

The Hurricanes had gone 0-4-0 against the New York Rangers last 
season before sweeping them in the preliminary round last August; two 
years ago, the Hurricanes had gone 0-3-1 against the Washington 
Capitals before booting the defending champs on Brock McGinn’s 
overtime winner in Game 7. 

There was plenty to prove in those series, and it was amply proven, but 
the Hurricanes had been a comfortable 6-0-0 against the Predators 
before Saturday’s Nashville win. That may well have been a welcome 
wakeup call for the Hurricanes, regardless of what happens tonight. 
Either way, they have some reason to be surly with Nashville that wasn’t 
there a few days ago. Maybe more after Monday night. 

There’s no question, though, this was the playoff opponent the 
Hurricanes would have chosen if they had the option to pick. 

The Predators beat out the Dallas Stars for the final playoff spot in the 
Central Division, and the Stars are only eight months removed from the 
Stanley Cup finals. By winning the division — the Hurricanes’ first 
division title of any kind since 2006 — they avoided Tampa Bay and 
Florida in the first round, and will hope those two grind each other to very 
dull nubs in the eventuality the Hurricanes advance. 

There probably isn’t anything a Hurricanes win Monday would do that 
winning the first six meetings of the season with Nashville didn’t already, 
and with so much time off ahead of the next one there’s probably not a 
lot of momentum to be gained. Still, there’s something to be said for 
showing a lack of mercy in this game that leaves the Predators asking 
uncomfortable questions of themselves for a few days. 

Whether the Hurricanes decide to put their foot down or just try to get 
through it with their minds on the harder work ahead, it’ll be easy to draw 
too many conclusions from this game, but unavoidable all the same. 
That’s fine. The playoffs are close enough. The next time we see these 
teams, it’ll be for real. 
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LeBrun: Hurricanes’ Rod Brind’Amour is the front-runner for the Jack 
Adams, according to NHL GMs poll 

 

By Pierre LeBrun May 10, 2021  

 

The Jack Adams Award as NHL coach of the year is voted on by the 
NHL Broadcasters’ Association. 

It’s one of the few awards the Professional Hockey Writers Association 
doesn’t get to vote on — the general managers vote for the Vezina 
Trophy — and I must say, as a longtime PHWA member, I’ve always 
been somewhat relieved that the Broadcasters’ Association (play-by-play 
and analysts in the booth) vote on the coach of the year and not us 
writers. 
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Why? Because every year I find seven or eight coaches who have a 
strong case for the award, and I’m glad I’m not the one deciding to cut it 
down to three finalists. 

I mean, as a factual matter, you could certainly start with 16 coaches 
every year with a shot at it, given that they guided their team to the 
playoffs. 

But I think the voters over the years have normally looked at teams that 
have surprised or overachieved. Think Barry Trotz winning it in his first 
year on Long Island in 2018-19, or Gerard Gallant winning the Jack 
Adams with the expansion Golden Knights being a no-brainer in 2017-18. 
John Tortorella won it with the 2016-17 Blue Jackets. Mind you, Bruce 
Cassidy deservedly won last season despite coaching a Bruins team that 
was expected to contend. 

But generally, it’s been harder for a coach to win it when his team is 
expected to be among the top Cup contenders. For example, does it 
make any sense Joel Quenneville never won a Jack Adams Award 
during his Cup years in Chicago? But he did win one with the St. Louis 
Blues in 2000. 

In any case, I expect Quenneville (Florida Panthers) and Dean Evason 
(Minnesota Wild) to get plenty of votes from the Broadcasters’ 
Association this year given how surprising their respective teams have 
been. 

But I decided to seek out my own perspective on it, polling the NHL’s 
GMs on the Jack Adams Award this past weekend. 

Thank you to the 28 GMs who texted me back their ballots, listing three 
names in a 1-2-3 order. 

And yes, Quenneville and Evason were popular choices from the 28 
GMs. 

But neither was the winner. 

Rod Brind’Amour got 17 first-place votes out of the 28 ballots cast and 
finished atop the poll, a true sign of respect for the work he’s done not 
only this year with the Hurricanes contending for first overall in the NHL 
standings, but I suspect for how he’s brought Carolina’s program along 
since he took over three years ago. 

Oh, and his contract is up after this season. An extension is in the works 
and the team hopes to have it done before the playoffs, but the deal isn’t 
quite done yet. Part of the hold-up is also getting raises for the rest of his 
coaches, sources say. 

Hopefully, it all works out, because it’s hard to see Brind’Amour 
anywhere else than behind that Hurricanes bench. 

His players clearly respond to his way of coaching. 

“He’s a guy that demands the work ethic every day,” Hurricanes captain 
Jordan Staal said. “That’s the start of it all. He’s very detailed in what he 
does as a coaching staff. He expects everyone to show up and work 
hard. You start with that, then you got your talent to boot and you got the 
details down; it’s kind of why he’s so good at what he does. 

“He’s gotten the best out of every guy this season, and previous seasons 
since he’s been the head coach,” Staal added. “He does a great job at 
pushing buttons and making sure everyone is feeling like they’re involved 
and ready to go. 

“He’s been an unbelievable coach so far and a guy you want to run 
through a wall for. … Yeah, he’s been a great coach.” 

Carolina general manager Don Waddell was effusive in praising 
Brind’Amour’s work. 

“Rod has done a great job to change the culture the last few years,” 
Waddell said. “The players want to play for him and play hard every 
night.” 

Rival GMs clearly agree based on this year’s work. 

Here’s the result of our poll, three points for a first-place vote, two points 
for a second-place vote and one point for a third-place vote (GMs could 
not vote for their own coach): 

Rod Brind'Amour 

Carolina 

17-7-1 

66 

Joel Quenneville 

Florida 

8-9-3 

45 

Dean Evason 

Minnesota 

1-5-16 

29 

Mike Sullivan 

Pittsburgh 

1-6-3 

18 

Peter DeBoer 

Vegas 

1-0-2 

5 

Sheldon Keefe 

Toronto 

0-0-2 

2 

Bruce Cassidy 

Boston 

0-1-0 

2 

Peter Laviolette 

Washington 

0-0-1 

1 

Jared Bednar 

Colorado 

0-0-1 

1 

Dave Tippett 

Edmonton 

0-0-1 

1 
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So many good cases to make here. Quenneville and Evason have their 
teams where nobody predicted. Each is deserving of a serious look for 
the Jack Adams. 

Many thought the Penguins might fade this year, but Mike Sullivan has 
his team right back in the thick of it placing first in the tough East 
Division. 

Two guys I thought would get more votes: Sheldon Keefe and Dave 
Tippett; the Leafs and Oilers are the class of the North Division. 

But again, so many strong cases every year for this award. 

And Brind’Amour is an excellent choice for the Jack Adams, if indeed the 
voters from the Broadcasters’ Association agree with the NHL GMs in 
this poll. 

“The commitment, accountability and ownership that Rod has taken on in 
the transformation and rise of this team is unmistakable,” former 
Hurricanes captain Justin Williams said. “The players are able to feed off 
his intensity and passion for the game and what being a Hurricane 
means to him. Easily approachable and honest to everyone are great 
qualities to have in a coach.” 

Added Williams, now an executive with the Hurricanes: “On top of 
running the number one PP unit in the league, helping our centermen be 
top three in the league in faceoffs and only having a fully healthy lineup a 
handful of times this year … he’s gotta be a shoo-in.” 

Shoo-in? That’s up to the NHL Broadcasters’ Association. 
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If this was the end for Pekka Rinne and Nashville Predators, it was a 
perfect sendoff | Estes 

 

Gentry Estes 

 

Afterward, when Pekka Rinne kept circling the ice in the spotlight, he 
smiled and mouthed the only word that could sum up such a spectacle: 
“Wow.” 

He didn’t want to leave the ice. No one at Bridgestone Arena seemed to 
want him to, either, from fans on their feet to teammates hugging, 
applauding and tapping sticks on the ice for the most legendary player 
this franchise has known. 

It sure felt like an end. 

If it was, man, what a fitting one. 

Rinne’s 683rd game for the Nashville Predators was a shutout, like 59 
previous ones in 15 seasons. 

Well, actually, not at all like those others. 

“Overwhelming, I guess is the right word,” Rinne said. “Very special.” 

Monday night’s 5-0 regular-season finale win over the Carolina 
Hurricanes meant nothing in the standings, and yet so much to so many. 
Fans at Bridgestone Arena wore No. 35 jerseys and held Pekka Rinne 
signs. They cheered and chanted through 30 saves, clearly grasping 
significance widely assumed, not spoken. 

The 38-year-old Rinne’s contract expires after this season, but Juuse 
Saros’ backup hasn’t officially said he is retiring or leaving town. Quite 
frankly, it’s difficult to imagine Rinne in another NHL uniform, which 
perhaps was a reason behind that recent report from his native Finland 
suggesting he might return to play for a team there. 

As such, an emotional, tear-inducing evening was assured once the 
Preds clinched a playoff spot Saturday night with one game to spare. 

No question, that game was to be Rinne’s night. And it was. 

It started in the first two minutes, when Preds fans chanted Rinne’s first 
save, and then just continued with standing ovations. During a timeout at 
the 11:36 mark of the third period, Rinne appeared on the big screen, 
looking around at the gold shirts. 

This was love. The mutual kind. 

“My relationship with the fans, this city, it means the world to me,” Rinne 
said. “I never want it to be about me. This team is going to the playoffs 
and we have big things ahead. But I truly, truly appreciate what 
happened tonight. It goes very high on my personal list, my experiences 
in hockey. I was emotional all day.” 

There will be more opportunities to immortalize Rinne, probably sooner 
rather than later. Unforgettable as this was, it’s still premature to call it a 
career. He’s not doing that yet. There is a postseason yet to played. Who 
can say that Rinne won’t be needed to fill in for Saros at some point? 

Because Rinne can still play. That has been evident this season, and 
Monday night, too. Both teams rested key players, but Rinne – after not 
playing for a month -- shut down the Hurricanes without defensemen 
Roman Josi, Ryan Ellis and Mattias Ekholm in front of him. 

Many other contributing Preds rested Monday night, but they made it 
down to the bench afterward, wearing suits and applauding along with an 
arena full of watering eyes. 

“He's a special guy,” said forward Matt Duchene, who scored a pair of 
goals Monday. “He could have zero wins and zero anything as a hockey 
player, and he's a special person. I've played about 100 games here 
now, and he's one of my favorite teammates I've ever had, just a great 
person. I told him it's going to be awkward when he comes back next 
year and we do it again in Game 82.” 

Never have such comments been more apparent than this season, when 
the net at Bridgestone ceased being Rinne's net. 

His understudy and countryman Saros was finally ready to take Rinne’s 
spot and run with it. While Saros starred in leading the Preds’ dramatic 
recovery this season to reach the playoffs, Rinne watched.  

Had to have been a difficult experience for a goaltender of Rinne’s 
stature, though you’d never know it by his words or actions. Rinne has 
been pure class, the ultimate team-first player. Priceless for Saros, 
obviously, as well as an entire team fighting for its postseason lives. 

"Pekka wanted him to do well. The way that (Rinne) handled himself, I 
think, was a big factor (for Saros)," Preds coach John Hynes said. 

And no one who knew Rinne was surprised. 

Athletic achievement at the highest professional level is a work in 
progress in Nashville. Near-misses account for the pinnacle of success in 
a city still in its sporting adolescence. Accordingly, our heroes haven’t 
been loved for rings and titles as much as greatness more difficult to 
quantify. 

Great players, yes. But quality people, too. We’ve been blessed in that 
way. 

It’s a short list, but Rinne is near the top. 

He will stay there. 

“I haven't made any concrete plans about my future,” Rinne said, “but if it 
is (the end), I'm pretty happy. When that day comes, I'll be looking back 
to what happened in my last game.” 
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Predators' Pekka Rinne takes victory lap after epic shutout and fans can't 
stop crying 

 

Chris Thomas 

Gentry Estes 

 

If Monday night was Pekka Rinne's last start as a Nashville Predator, 
then he went out vintage as ever.  

Rinne, 38, shut out the Carolina Hurricanes in the Predators' 5-0 victory 
at Bridgestone Arena. He got the start in the regular-season finale after 
the Predators clinched a playoff berth with Saturday's win over the 
Hurricanes.  

Rinne, who has spent most of this season backing up starting goalie 
Juuse Saros, finished with 30 saves and the 60th shutout in his 683 
games and 15 storied seasons with the Predators. 

He took a lap around the ice after the win, and social media had all the 
feels afterward. 

Tennessean LOADED: 05.11.2021 

1212450 Nashville Predators 

 

Attendance for Nashville Predators NHL playoffs games increased to 
12,135 

 

Mike Organ 

 

Attendance allowed for Predators games at Bridgestone Arena for the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs will be 12,135. That number represents 
approximately 70% of the arena's capacity.  

The Predators, Metro Public Health Department and National Hockey 
League reached an agreement to increase the attendance from 40%, 
where it currently is due to COVID-19. 

Additionally, in accordance with the city’s updated guidelines, future non-
hockey events will be permitted to operate at full capacity. 

Mayor John Cooper announced in April that COVID-19 capacity 
limitations in Nashville will be lifted as of May 14. 

The Predators clinched a playoff berth by defeating Carolina 3-1 on 
Saturday at Bridgestone Arena.  

The Predators will face Carolina in a best-of-seven round 1 series in the 
playoffs. Additional playoff details, including a full first-round schedule, 
ticket information and more, will be made available this week. 

“On the tail of the amazing stretch of hockey that secured our team’s spot 
in the 2021 Playoffs, this capacity increase will take what is already an 
amazing atmosphere to the next level as we continue our pursuit of the 
Stanley Cup,” Predators President & CEO Sean Henry said in a release. 

"Since the very onset of the coronavirus pandemic, the Metro Public 
Health Department and the NHL have been instrumental throughout the 
process of gradually welcoming back our fans, and thanks to 
SMASHVILLE’s committed adherence to all health and safety protocols, 
we will continue increasing our capacity until we can once again come 
together with 17,159 of the best fans in sports for every single game,” 
Henry said.  

The NHL has allowed this capacity increase for hockey games based on 
a calibration of outside air flow requirements used uniformly throughout 
the League to determine venue capacities for the 2021 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. 

To meet this requirement, Bridgestone Arena will supplement its existing 
HVAC system with three additional air conditioning units. While creating 
an air-flow environment approximate to that of the outdoors, the use of 
these added air conditioning units will also serve to maintain optimal ice 
quality conditions despite climbing temperatures and humidity levels. 
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Pekka Rinne shuts out Carolina Hurricanes in Nashville Predators' 
regular-season finale 

 

Gentry Estes 

 

A Monday night that was meant to be an emotional ode to goaltender 
Pekka Rinne ended in a shutout and celebration for all the Nashville 
Predators on the ice – some well known, others not so much. 

The Predators ended their regular season Monday night with an 
impressive 5-0 victory over the Carolina Hurricanes in a dress rehearsal 
for these teams' upcoming first-round series in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

This win will be remembered for Rinne. 

He was heartily cheered throughout. Fans sensed this could possibly be 
the final Predators start for the 38-year-old franchise legend, who had 
been sidelined for the past month while goaltender Juuse Saros led the 
team into the playoffs. 

Rinne finished with 30 saves and the 60th shutout in his 683 games and 
15 storied seasons with the Predators. 

After clinching a playoff berth Saturday night, the Predators (31-23-2) 
were able to sit Saros as well as a number of significant contributors 
Monday night, including Viktor Arvidsson, Colton Sissons, Mikael 
Granlund and defensemen Roman Josi, Ryan Ellis and Mattias Ekholm. 
In their place were players such as David Farrance, Tyler Lewington, 
Rem Pitlick and Michael McCarron. 

The makeshift Predators came out hot anyway, with Rocco Grimaldi 
scoring a shorthanded goal and Matt Duchene quickly following, putting 
Nashville up 2-0 less than five minutes into the game. 

Duchene added another in the second – his sixth of the season, and then 
Ryan Johansen got his seventh. Tanner Jeannot added a goal in the final 
period to put away the Canes (36-12-8), who were also resting players in 
advance of the playoffs. 

With other teams still yet to finish their regular seasons, the NHL has yet 
to announce a start date for the Hurricanes-Predators series, which will 
begin with Games 1 and 2 in Raleigh. 
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Should the Predators’ season now be considered a success regardless 
of the outcome? 

 

By Adam Vingan May 10, 2021  
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Two things about the Predators clinching a playoff spot can be true at 
once. 

Their remarkable run — 19-7-1 since March 15, when they were 11-16-1 
and had a 2 percent chance of qualifying for the postseason — has been 
wildly entertaining and made the future of the franchise seem less bleak. 
At the same time, it required a miraculous turnaround just to finish in 
fourth place in the Central Division. 

Under the circumstances, the Predators making it this far is an 
accomplishment, even if they should be held to a higher standard than 
squeaking into the playoffs. 

“I think this one has a little bit more meaning for the guys in the room, for 
management, for the coaches,” Predators defenseman Ryan Ellis said. 
“Obviously a strange year. We’ve had our ups and downs. Tough start to 
the year. (We were) on the outside looking in. The guys, the coaches, 
management, everyone, we still believed, and we buried our heads and 
went to work.” 

The questions about the direction of the team on the ice and in the front 
office have not disappeared, but they can be set aside for at least the 
next couple of weeks. The Predators will play the Presidents’ Trophy-
contending Carolina Hurricanes, whom they defeated Saturday for the 
first time in seven tries this season, in the first round, which is expected 
to begin this weekend. 

Comparisons will inevitably be drawn between these Predators and the 
2016-17 team that captured the city’s imagination by reaching the 
Stanley Cup Final. It makes for a too-convenient storyline, but they share 
some similarities. 

Most importantly, this team, like that team, has an identity. In the years 
between, the Predators were an enigma. Who were they? The answer 
seemed to change from game to game. 

The roster was skilled enough to rack up wins, though, and a sense of 
complacency took hold inside the dressing room. It still lingered at the 
start of this season, which contributed to the Predators’ poor first-half 
record. 

Then came an infusion of young, hungry players — Alexandre Carrier, 
Tanner Jeannot, Mathieu Olivier, Eeli Tolvanen and Yakov Trenin, 
among others — who were ready to work. The veterans, whose injuries 
opened the door for those players, could no longer be comfortable and 
coast on talent. They fed off the energy of the rookies and bought into 
coach John Hynes’ vision. 

That shift in mindset resulted in the unlikeliest playoff berth in franchise 
history. 

“I think regardless of what happens (in the playoffs), I think that what 
needed to happen happened culturally,” Hynes said. “There was a 
redefinition of work ethic.” 

Longest active postseason streaks in the NHL 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

15 

2007-present 

Nashville Predators 

7 

2015-present 

Washington Capitals 

7 

2015-present 

So what could happen in the playoffs? The Hurricanes will be heavily 
favored, but the Predators proved Saturday that they can hang with them 
by playing stout defense in front of the net and ratcheting up the 
physicality. They held the Hurricanes to 10 slot shots Saturday after 
allowing 24 in the teams’ previous meeting April 17, according to 
Sportlogiq. 

The three-man wrecking crew of Jeannot, Trenin and Colton Sissons, 
which embodies Hynes’ hard-nosed ethos, is a fourth line in name only. It 
was no coincidence that the so-called “Herd Line” had 13 minutes of ice 
time at five-on-five in the biggest game of the season. 

The combination of Calle Jarnkrok, Mikael Granlund and Luke Kunin has 
developed a knack for scoring big goals. And, of course, nothing levels 
the playing field in the playoffs like a scorching-hot goaltender. Juuse 
Saros has a 1.90 goals-against average and .941 save percentage in 23 
starts since March 18. 

Even if the odds of beating the Hurricanes are against them, perhaps the 
Predators won’t get steamrolled as previously thought. 

“It’s going to be a fun series,” Ellis said. “I think (Saturday) was hopefully 
what you’ll get out of us because we want it, and we worked for it.” 

Given the obstacles that the Predators overcame on their path to the 
playoffs, some of which were of their own doing, should this season be 
considered a success regardless of the outcome? 

It appears that a total teardown of the roster is no longer needed, and 
Hynes seems to have tapped into something that has resonated with the 
players. On the other hand, although the Predators have played at a 
roughly 118-point pace since mid-March, a championship is not on the 
immediate horizon. 

This will be a fascinating postseason, no matter how long it lasts. 
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Predators’ playoff push a byproduct of backs-against-the-wall attitude 

 

MICHAEL GALLAGHER MAY 10, 2021  

 

The Nashville Predators have won two Central Division titles, a Western 
Conference Final and a Presidents’ Trophy — and have even play in a 
Stanley Cup Final. 

But storming back from an 11-16-1 record to earn the final playoff spot in 
the Central this year may rank as one of the more impressive 
accomplishments in franchise history. 

Eight weeks ago, the Predators had just 23 points — the sixth-fewest 
points in the NHL at the time — the team's playoff chances were just two 
percent, and the franchise was on the brink of a full-blown rebuild. 

But since March 15, Nashville has won 19 of its last 27 games — the 
third-most wins over that span — and is tied for the fourth-most points, 
fifth-best points percentage and the second-fewest goals allowed 
recording during that same time period. 

It’s the seventh straight year the Predators have made the playoffs — the 
second-longest streak in the NHL behind that of the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“We definitely earned it the hard way," Predators’ captain Roman Josi 
said. "We worked extremely hard to get a playoff spot. And just looking 
back at the last 20 games, it felt like every game was so important. We 
were in the playoff race every game, and everyone in our locker room 
played really well.” 
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Added defenseman Ryan Ellis: "This one has a little bit more meaning for 
the guys in the room, for management, for the coaches. We've had our 
ups and downs and a tough start to the year kind of on the outside 
looking in. And the guys, the coaches, management, everyone, we still 
believed. And we buried our heads and went to work.” 

The hard way could be an understatement. The Predators were 10 points 
out of a playoff spot two months ago, and they needed to play at a near 
1.5-points-per-game-pace to even have a chance at the postseason. 

Nashville embarked on an eight-game road trip — the longest in 
franchise history — and came back to Bridgestone Arena with a 4-3-1 
record and some hope. Then came a six-game win streak that turned into 
wins in nine of 10 games and eventually wins in 13 of 16. 

Goaltender Juuse Saros (16-6-1, .941 save percentage, 1.90 goals-
against average since March 15) worked his way into the Vezina Trophy 
discussion. And the team that gave up the fourth-most goals against in 
the first half of the season suddenly became the second-hardest team to 
score against in the final half of the season. 

Eight different rookies found the scoresheet, Eeli Tolvanen had the kind 
of breakout campaign the team has been waiting for since drafting him 
30th overall in 2017, and 14 different defensemen laced up at one point 
or another. 

Yes, the Predators pulled off the improbable. And yes, they proved 
everyone wrong. But now comes the harder part — playing the No. 1 
seed Carolina Hurricanes in a best-of-seven series. The same 
Hurricanes the Predators have beaten only once in seven games, with 
that victory (3-1) having come Saturday in Nashville. 

“Every team starts the season with the expectation that they want to 
make the playoffs," Preds head coach John Hynes said. "But when you 
go through the trials and tribulations of a season, whether it's good 
losses, bad losses, good performances, bad performances, injuries, hard 
schedule, overcoming adversity, it's hard to get into the playoffs.  

“I'm just really proud of the guys that we won our way into the playoffs," 
he added. "We didn't count on someone else to lose or get in that way. 
We had to win a hockey game against a really good hockey team, and 
we had to show up tonight." 
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The Athletic / NHL playoffs WATCH: Matchups coming into focus, injury 
and goaltending questions remain 

 

By Scott Burnside May 10, 2021 

 

As of Monday morning, all but one of the NHL’s playoff positions had 
been spoken for and even that one, fourth in the North Division, was 
hanging by the slightest of threads. There remains some final jockeying 
for positions within the league’s four divisions. More importantly, this 
week looms large for many teams resting and recuperating before the 
start of the playoffs next weekend. 

Here’s a look at how things stand as we begin the final week before the 
playoffs and some things to keep an eye on. 

North Division 

Toronto Maple Leafs vs. Montreal Canadiens 

TEAM RECORD REMAINING DOM'S CUP CHANCES 

Maple Leafs 

35-13-6 

2 

20% 

Canadiens 

24-21-9 

2 

1% 

Maybe none of this matters, the losing and the bumbling around by the 
Canadiens. We know Carey Price has returned to the ice and the hope 
remains that he’ll be ready for the playoffs and if he is his presence will 
loom large. But the Maple Leafs, having clinched their first division title in 
21 years, are just so good now. Rocket Richard Trophy winner-in-waiting 
Auston Matthews is playing as well as he ever has which is saying 
something. They’re not perfect — the penalty kill will have to be better — 
and they’re not fully healthy either with Nick Foligno and Zach Hyman 
banged up. But the Leafs are hitting this postseason positioned as well 
as they have been since the 2004-05 lockout to do some playoff damage. 

Chances this series happens:      

Both Montreal and Winnipeg stink, that’s just the reality of the final days 
of the North Division. Winnipeg has clinched a playoff spot but the Habs 
have not. Calgary’s win Sunday against Ottawa kept their slim playoff 
chances alive. They must win out — they have four games left — and 
must have the Habs lose both their remaining games in regulation to 
sneak in as the fourth seed in the North. Unlikely to happen although all 
four games are against Vancouver. 

Interest-Meter:      

We’ve downgraded the spicy factor here because the Habs right now, 
riding a three-game losing streak and dealing with injuries to key 
personnel including Price, look like they’ll be cannon fodder against the 
elite Leafs. 

Edmonton Oilers vs. Winnipeg Jets  

TEAM RECORD REMAINING DOM'S CUP CHANCES 

Oilers 

33-18-2 

3 

1% 

Jets 

28-22-3 

3 

1% 

Winnipeg remains a team, on paper, that should give Edmonton 
problems. They’re big, fast and deep up front although the loss of Nikolaj 
Ehlers is hurtful. They have a solid blue line and top end goaltending. 
Again, all on paper. The problem is that on the ice, Edmonton has owned 
Winnipeg all season winning seven of nine. And no one, and we mean no 
one, has an answer for Connor McDavid right now and the 100-point 
man has helped elevate the play of everyone around him in Edmonton. 
Sure, the blue line can be exploited but that only happens if you have the 
puck and the way McDavid, Leon Draisaitl, Tyson Barrie, Darnell Nurse 
et al are playing now that rarely happens. 

Chances this series happens:      

The Jets should be able to stay ahead of Montreal as they have a two-
point lead in the standings and a game in hand and frankly it behooves 
them too in order to avoid the Leafs. Not that the Oilers are slouches. 

Interest-Meter:     
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As with Montreal, the Jets need to find a whole bunch of answers quickly 
or this series is going to be over in a big hurry. 

East Division 

Pittsburgh Penguins vs. New York Islanders 

TEAM RECORD REMAINING DOM'S CUP CHANCES 

Penguins 

37-16-3 

0 

4% 

Islanders 

32-17-6 

1 

3% 

Hard to believe the Penguins have won just four division titles in the 
Sidney Crosby era. The Penguins, who own the most home wins in the 
NHL at 22, overcame a GM who quit and myriad injuries to key 
personnel, including to Evgeni Malkin who seemed to tweak something in 
Saturday’s season finale. But that doesn’t matter to Mike Sullivan’s crew 
who seems a little bit like a team of destiny once again. The Isles aren’t 
just in fourth place via point production, they’re the fourth-best team in 
the division given current level of play. The Isles, of course, have the 
goods to wear any opponent down given their structure but there’s 
something missing from Barry Trotz’s group, mostly goals, but something 
else. Maybe it’s the swagger that has made them so impressive the past 
couple of seasons. Maybe they’ll find it this week. Maybe against 
Pittsburgh it won’t matter. 

Chances this series happens:      

The Isles could catch Boston but it would take some mathematical 
gymnastics to come to pass given Boston has two games left and lead 
the Isles by a point although the two teams do play Monday and that 
should provide lots more clarity on this. 

Interest-Meter:     

Pittsburgh has some injury issues but should be ready to avenge a 
sweep at the hands of the Isles two years ago. This may start a three out 
of five but could definitely finish off the charts because the Isles’ recipe 
for success the past couple of seasons has been to punish opponents 
and take advantage of lapses in discipline and/or fatigue which creates 
the potential for animosity. 

Washington Capitals vs. Boston Bruins 

TEAM RECORD REMAINING DOM'S CUP CHANCES 

Capitals 

35-15-5 

1 

3% 

Bruins 

32-15-7 

2 

10% 

Talked to a former player and analyst about the Capitals after the Tom 
Wilson/Rangers incident, which followed the internal disciplining of 
Evgeny Kuznetsov and Ilya Samsonov, and the injury issues confronting 
Alex Ovechkin and he surmised that there was a lot of noise going on 

around this team. Maybe too much. That’s not necessarily a good thing 
heading into the playoffs against a battle-tested squad like the Bruins. 
Can the Caps quiet that noise? If they can, and the presence of the 
captain back in the lineup is critical to that calming goal, they can 
advance. If they’re the least bit out of sync, Boston has the goods to take 
advantage. Either way, this might be one of the tastiest of first-round 
matchups. 

Chances this series happens:      

The Capitals are locked into second in the East Division and Boston 
could be caught by the Islanders but that’s unlikely. 

Interest-Meter:      

Lots going on around the Caps off the ice but these two teams have the 
personnel and the disposition to play in-your-face, bruising hockey that 
will be fun to watch and painful to take part in. 

Central Division 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Nashville Predators  

TEAM RECORD REMAINING DOM'S CUP CHANCES 

Hurricanes 

36-11-8 

1 

6% 

Predators 

30-23-2 

1 

1% 

Kudos to Nashville head coach John Hynes, who should get some at 
least peripheral Jack Adams love, for his work in getting the Preds up off 
the matt when it looked like GM David Poile would be a major seller at 
the trade deadline. Juuse Saros should be in the hunt for a Vezina and 
may even garner some Hart Trophy votes too. And the Preds have 
become a very difficult team to play against. They don’t light it up 
offensively but they are opportunistic. The Hurricanes, meanwhile, have 
a shot at the Presidents’ Trophy but will be looking to take the time 
between now and Game 1 to fine-tune a power play that is a bit sideways 
and to figure out what to do with their goaltending. Does head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour start veteran Petr Mrazek, who is just back from a thumb 
injury, or rookie star Alex Nedeljkovic who boasts a .932 save 
percentage? 

Chances this series happens:       

The Preds booked passage to their seventh straight postseason with a 
win over Carolina on Saturday after the Hurricanes had locked up the 
division crown on Saturday. 

Interest-Meter:      

An interesting quirk of scheduling as the two teams will meet again 
Monday and then start the playoffs next weekend in Carolina meaning a 
lot of exposure and the chippiness and physicality we saw Saturday 
promises that this is going to be a grind from two teams that also 
possess top-end skill. Bring it on. 

Florida Panthers vs. Tampa Bay Lightning 

TEAM RECORD REMAINING DOM'S CUP CHANCES 

Panthers 

36-14-5 

1 
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2% 

Lightning 

36-16-3 

1 

18% 

It’s not a real category but what is the concern-o-meter for the Lightning 
heading into the postseason? It should be high. The defending 
champions are just a little off right now and head coach Jon Cooper has 
to prepare for the return of Nikita Kucherov and Steven Stamkos but also 
prepare for the potential for one or both to not be ready. There’s also the 
issue of health on the blue line as Ryan McDonagh, Jan Rutta and, most 
importantly, Victor Hedman did not dress for Saturday’s beatdown at the 
hands of the Panthers. Florida, meanwhile, continues to get terrific 
production from up and down the lineup starting with Sam Bennett who 
will hit the playoffs as hot as any player not named McDavid with 13 
points in nine games since being acquired at the deadline. One thing for 
Joel Quenneville as he ponders the start of the playoffs — who gets the 
nod between the pipes in Game 1: Sergei Bobrovsky, Chris Driedger or 
rookie Spencer Knight? Inquiring minds. 

Chances this series happens:       

The only question remaining is which team will get home ice advantage 
for their first-ever postseason series. They square off in Game 56 
Monday night and Tampa needs a regulation win to climb back into 
second so the odds favor Florida opening at home. 

Interest-Meter:       

Florida whipped Tampa Saturday in a volatile outing and are riding a five-
game win streak while the Bolts are slumbering a bit down the stretch. 
This series has the potential to be a goal carnival and add in bragging 
rights for the state and a legitimate opportunity for the Panthers to win 
their first playoff round since 1996, well, this has the makings of a classic. 

West Division 

Vegas Golden Knights vs. St. Louis Blues 

TEAM RECORD REMAINING DOM'S CUP CHANCES 

Golden Knights 

39-13-2 

2 

7% 

Blues 

24-20-9 

3 

1% 

We have come to the conclusion that regardless of if the Blues get 
healthy, meaning Torey Krug, Vladimir Tarasenko and Vince Dunn are 
healthy enough to play, it probably won’t matter. Vegas is at the very top 
of our list of Cup contenders and while the Blues have that dark horse 
aura about them given the experience in the lineup dating back to their 
Cup win in 2019, the Golden Knights look to be just too much to handle, 
maybe for anyone. The Golden Knights are third in goals scored per 
game and tied for the league lead in goals allowed per game. The Vegas 
penalty kill, also tops in the league, should be more than a match for the 
Blues power play and former Blues captain Alex Pietrangelo is finally 
healthy and a major factor in one of the best blue line corps in the NHL 
and you know he’d love to show his best against his former team. 

Chances this series happens:      

Vegas has a four-point lead on Colorado although the Avs have a game 
in hand. The two West Division titans play Monday so that will help clarify 
the matter although motivation shouldn’t be an issue as the Golden 
Knights will be more than happy to avoid Minnesota which would mean 
winning the division. 

Interest-Meter:     

This is a series that has the potential to get nasty in a hurry, especially if 
Ryan Reaves and his antagonistic ways return to the lineup for the 
Golden Knights although much of the spice will depend on the Blues 
finding some sort of groove. 

Colorado Avalanche vs. Minnesota Wild 

TEAM RECORD REMAINING DOM'S CUP CHANCES 

Team 

 

Record 

Remaining 

Dom's Cup chances 

Avalanche 

36-13-4 

3 

19% 

Wild 

35-14-5 

2 

3% 

Interesting scheduling quirk here as the Wild will be off until Wednesday 
and then finish out their regular season with back-to-back games with St. 
Louis. Might not be a bad thing for a team that relies so much on the 
team mentality. As for the Avs, they will be looking to use the time 
between now and the start of the playoffs to ensure good health including 
getting Nathan MacKinnon as fit as possible — he sat out the last couple 
of games with a minor lower-body injury. Getting Brandon Saad back for 
the postseason is also a possibility. In short, finishing first, snagging the 
Presidents’ Trophy even holding off Minnesota all take a back seat in this 
coming week for head coach Jared Bednar as he does some load 
management and gets his team in peak position for Game 1. 

Chances this series happens:      

As much as the Avs have a shot at first in the West they have to keep the 
Wild at bay as Minnesota sits just one point behind Colorado. The Avs 
have a game in hand so it shouldn’t matter. 

Interest-Meter:      

The Wild may actually match up better against Vegas but they’ve proven 
to be a fierce challenge for just about anyone and with the Avs feeling 
they’re built for great things this first-round series has the feel of a 
heavyweight battle. 

Five things to watch this week 

1. At some point, the NHL will actually release its playoff schedule. We 
spoke to multiple sources a week or so ago who identified May 15 as the 
start date for at least some U.S.-based playoff teams. The weekend of 
May 15/16 represents a big television window in the U.S. so expect 
Central and East Division teams to play Saturday and Sunday. The West 
Division still has regular-season games as late as Thursday so that 
suggests the start of the two West Division series might be pushed to 
early the next week. The North Division? It’s still very fluid as Vancouver 
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and Calgary will finish out their schedule on May 19 and Calgary has, on 
paper, a shot at fourth place in the North Division. But if Calgary is 
eliminated before this coming weekend there remains some internal 
debate over whether the North playoffs could or should begin before their 
divisional mates have finished their regular season and deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly told Pierre LeBrun and myself, the expectation is 
that all regular-season games will be played. One source indicated one 
plan was for Calgary and Vancouver to play a matinee to finish the 
regular season on May 19 and the North Division playoffs would begin 
that evening. 

2. Will the coming week bring some clarity to what are an unusual 
number of starting goaltending questions heading into the postseason? 
As noted above, will it be Mrazek or Nedeljkovic in Carolina? (Why not 
both, one longtime goaltender and analyst asked rhetorically when 
queried on who he’d pick to start for the Canes) Hard to believe that at 
the end of the day Bobrovsky isn’t the guy for Florida but you know head 
coach Joel Quenneville cares not for anything but who is most likely to 
get him the win and in our mind starting strong against Tampa is key for 
upstart Florida. Marc-Andre Fleury will be the guy in Vegas (won’t he?) 
but Robin Lehner has been excellent, too. Will Frederik Andersen get a 
start this week for the Leafs and will he be able to back up Jack 
Campbell when the Leafs’ playoff season starts? Tuukka Rask is the guy 
in Boston but then what? Rookie Jeremy Swayman has been outstanding 
with a 7-2-0 record and a .946 save percentage and looks to have 
supplanted Jaroslav Halak as the number two but have to think the leash 
will be short in Boston regardless of how the goaltenders line up. And in 
Washington, Samsonov landing back on the COVID-19 list after being 
benched with Kuznetsov for showing up late to a team function isn’t 
going to endear him to teammates and/or the coaching staff so look for 
rookie Vitek Vanecek to get the start when the Caps begin their playoff 
march. 

3. Our Aaron Portzline reported that Blue Jackets head coach John 
Tortorella would not return next season and that was confirmed Sunday. 
Not a real surprise as that relationship had seemed to run its course. And 
if Tortorella wants a job somewhere else he’ll get one. Sunday afternoon 
the Coyotes followed suit announcing they had parted ways with Rick 
Tocchet who was, like Tortorella, at the end of his current contract. Are 
there other teams that could be looking for a new head coach? Travis 
Green is coming to the end of his current deal in Vancouver and we’ll be 
surprised if he doesn’t return. What does rookie Buffalo GM Kevyn 
Adams do with his coaching spot given the good work done by interim 
head coach Don Granato? And there’s a new GM/president in New York 
and Chris Drury has to decide if David Quinn is the guy moving forward 
with the Rangers. Detroit GM Steve Yzerman isn’t expected to wait long 
to make known his plans vis a vis head coach Jeff Blashill. So, it’s 
entirely possible this week will see more rotations of the NHL coaching 
carousel. 

4. For those teams playoff-bound, this week will be critical to getting 
players back into shape for the tournament and there are prominent 
names who have missed time down the stretch whose return will be 
critical. We noted Kucherov and Stamkos and others in Tampa’s sickbay 
and MacKinnon being handled conservatively in Colorado but pretty 
much every team will be looking at this brief respite as a welcome tonic. 
Malkin’s health in Pittsburgh is a key question mark heading into next 
weekend for the first-place Penguins. St. Louis has been banged up for 
weeks and getting Krug, Dunn and Tarasenko back will be critical to 
mounting a challenge against Vegas or Colorado while Price’s ability to 
make his way to the Montreal net for Game 1 might be the single-most-
important injury issue heading into the playoffs — at least as it relates to 
the Habs’ chances of an upset — and many of these questions will, 
likewise, be answered this week and the answers will have a significant 
bearing on playoff success. 

5. Finally, this week the NHL’s award ballots will be sent out to voters 
beginning a process that has never been more difficult. With teams 
playing only divisional opponents, GMs who vote on the Vezina, 
broadcasters who vote on the Jack Adams and members of the 
Professional Hockey Writers Association who vote on the rest of the 

major awards will be forced to contemplate awards having focused much 
of their attention on one division. Apart from Connor McDavid, whom I 
expect will run away with the Hart Trophy, every other major award is 
achingly close with multiple candidates worthy of the hardware. Kirill 
Kaprisov may be the next surest thing to McDavid as the Minnesota 
rookie continues to pile up points. But for us, the Norris and Selke remain 
a great challenge. And likewise, the Jack Adams and Vezina will require 
careful thought and research. And so bonne chance to all who will cast 
votes in the coming days. 
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Sportsnet.ca / After trying season, Evans line fittingly carries Canadiens 
to playoff berth 

 

Eric Engels 

 

MONTREAL — It wasn’t about what happened in the fourth period as 
much as it was what happened in the third, with the Montreal Canadiens 
trailing by a goal and the chance to finally clinch the NHL’s last playoff 
berth hanging in the balance. 

Because it doesn’t matter all that much that the world’s best player, 
Connor McDavid, took advantage of a turnover at three-on-three to win 
the game in overtime for the Edmonton Oilers, and it matters a lot that 
the Canadiens found what they needed to get them far enough into the 
game to make McDavid’s goal less consequential. In doing so, they’ve 
achieved the end they’ve been working towards throughout a regular 
season most everyone on their team has referred to as the biggest grind 
of their careers. 

Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme called it a relief. 

“Yeah it is. You know, what we’ve been through is something really 
special,” he said. “We’re going to be playing our 25th game in (44 days 
on Wednesday) — it’s never been done before. I know it looks easy, and 
you say, ‘Night after night, they’re going to come back and they’re just 
playing hockey, it’s not that complicated,’ but to win in that league, the 
margins between winning and losing is so thin that you need to be 
mentally challenging yourself to be on top every night. And that’s 
something special. 

“Guys showed a lot. I know it wasn’t perfect, it wasn’t great to see every 
night, but guys never gave up. The challenges we had in losing guys — 
we could’ve been in big trouble, and we stuck with it and at times got 
some big wins… I think we deserve to be where we’re at and going into 
the playoffs and having a chance to compete for the Cup.” 

There was something symbolic in how the Canadiens achieved it, in a 
game they may have lost 4-3 but one they showed a lot of character in. 
There was something fitting about their depth — their most vaunted 
quality from December to now — shining through when it mattered most. 

The Canadiens would have been beaten soundly in if not for the three 
players who started the season’s first game as the fourth line. On this 
night, in the absence of two-thirds of the top line, Jake Evans, Artturi 
Lehkonen and Paul Byron went up against McDavid, Dominik Kahun and 
Jesse Puljujarvi and completely dominated them. 

We can’t think of three players on the Canadiens who have battled more 
adversity this season than Evans, Lehkonen and Byron, but they have 
overcome it and proven something in the process. 

Byron, making $3.4 million and struggling to provide the secondary 
offence out of the gate to justify it, was a cap casualty on three 
occasions; an assistant captain waived to clear space. He never 
complained, never missed a minute of his own volition after taking a 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 11, 2021 

 

Shea Weber slap shot to the foot earlier in the season and he returned 
from a nine-game absence due to a lower-body injury to post a goal, an 
assist, four shot attempts and four hits in 14:58 of Monday’s game. 

“He’s a big part of this team,” said Lehkonen. “He’s a great hockey 
player. He uses his speed really well, he battles hard all the time, he’s 
always going 100 per cent. It makes him a really easy player to play 
with.” 

The 25-year-old Finn with a track record of raising his game for the big 
ones may as well have been talking about himself. 

Lehkonen was nearly traded to free up cap space prior to the trade 
deadline. He was scratched from eight games this season, made to feel 
like his role was in jeopardy, and yet there he was on Monday scoring the 
game-tying goal less than 10 minutes after having one taken away from 
him due to a coach’s challenge for offside. He also assisted on the first 
two goals his team scored. 

Remaining Time -0:37 

The acquisition of Eric Staal at the deadline pushed Evans to the margins 
despite his strong play, and the cap situation kept him out of the lineup 
for six games in April. 

But the 24-year-old rookie cemented his place at the heart of it with a 
career-high three points against Edmonton. 

“If you look, we took the decision that it would be Jake, Lehky and Paul 
playing McDavid,” said Ducharme. "So, it already shows what we see in 
him and in them.” 

We see speed and tenacity in three players who play the right way and 
help teams get to and through the playoffs. We see three players who, 
with their play on Monday, epitomized the 2021 Canadiens — not 
necessarily in how effective they were, but more so in their will to not be 
defeated by the circumstances. 

“We just knew we just had to keep pushing as a team,” said Byron. “Keep 
pushing, and keep pushing, and keep pushing…” 

The big shove comes next — first on Wednesday, with the Canadiens 
potentially still having an opportunity to pass the Jets for third place in the 
North Division, and then, more importantly, into the post-season for the 
first time (on their own merit) in four years. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

There will be things to sort out and time to do it. Injured players Phillip 
Danault, Brendan Gallagher, Shea Weber and Carey Price are expected 
to return prior to next Wednesday — it’s subject to change, but that’s the 
expected start date for the Canadian teams participating in the playoffs 
— and that means some hard decisions coming both at forward and on 
defence. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi is in a competition with Staal. If handing the McDavid 
assignment to Evans was telling, so was short-shifting Kotkaniemi and 
playing him 5:01 less than Staal. 

Staal had a strong night, with the exception of one shift where Kahun 
ended up scoring off a McDavid feed to make it 3-2 Oilers in the second 
period, but he’s struggled just as much as Kotkaniemi has over the last 
20-odd games. 

Jon Merrill and Alexander Romanov, who played (miserably) as a 
defence pair and cost the Canadiens two goals in the first period, are 
battling with each other as well. We’d give the edge to the Russian 
rookie, but we can’t outright claim he’s won the role just yet. 

Has Cole Caufield done enough to carve out a role for himself? Could a 
big performance on Wednesday earn him one? 

We’ll see how it all shakes out. 

If Ducharme has as much time to evaluate it all, it’s because the 
Canadiens played Monday’s third period like their season depended on 
it. And what happened in overtime afterwards was of little consequence. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' elimination least surprising moment in season 
full of them 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

For most of this season, the Vancouver Canucks never saw what was 
coming until it ran over them. But Monday, they knew. 

After last summer’s breakthrough by a team that hadn’t made the Stanley 
Cup tournament in five years, the Canucks were eliminated from the 
2021 playoff race with six games remaining in their pandemic schedule. 

Their regression has been cemented. 

As the National Hockey League was confirming the Saturday start of the 
2021 Stanley Cup playoffs late Monday, the Canucks were beating the 
Winnipeg Jets 3-1 after the Montreal Canadiens’ single point in a 4-3 
overtime loss to the Edmonton Oilers guaranteed that Vancouver would 
miss the post-season for the fifth time in six years. 

The Canucks never envisioned a 6-11-0 start, never knew that when star 
centre Elias Pettersson left the lineup on March 3 with a day-to-day injury 
that he wouldn’t play again. The Canucks didn’t expect to be flattened in 
April by the worst COVID-19 outbreak of the NHL season, or be without a 
total of eight forwards soon after. And they couldn’t possibly plan for a 
revised schedule that is forcing them to finish with 19 games in 32 days, 
the final seven games in just 10 nights. 

But after all these surprises, they saw Monday’s elimination coming 
about the time the emotional charge of their COVID-19 restart dissipated 
after a couple of unlikely wins over the Toronto Maple Leafs three weeks 
ago. 

There were just too many setbacks, including all those early losses, for 
the Canucks to recover in the standings. 

The end came Monday not with a thunderclap, but a muted celebration of 
a win in Winnipeg and resignation about how different things are now 
than they were last August, when the surprising Canucks won two playoff 
series and took the Vegas Golden Knights to Game 7 in another. 

“I think we knew that the odds were stacked here for the last few games,” 
coach Travis Green said Monday night. “So I think, mentally, the team's 
probably prepared for that. When you start a season, you want to make 
the playoffs. Once it's official, it always stings a little bit.” 

Canucks captain Bo Horvat said: “Missing the playoffs, it's never fun. 
That's what you play the game for, and that's what you want to do every 
single year, is get to the playoffs because anything can happen. It's 
definitely disappointing that we're not going to get in.” 

Horvat is nearing the end of his seventh season in Vancouver and has 
made the playoffs twice. 

At 21-26-3, the Canucks face the dispiriting prospect of playing out 
meaningless make-up games against the Calgary Flames next week -- 
after the playoffs have started in other places. Truly, a season like none 
before it. 

Goalie Thatcher Demko, who was in pre-COVID form on Monday with 39 
saves on 40 shots against the Jets, said motivation for the final six 
games won’t change with Vancouver’s mathematical elimination. 
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“Not for me,” Demko said. “I'm sure, you know, a lot of the guys on the 
team feel the same way: we want to win. Regardless of the 
circumstance, it's about pride for organization, pride for our teammates, 
coaches, staff. You're playing for a lot more than what people may think. 
We're going to try to win every single time that we get on the ice.” 

“He's spot on,” Horvat said. “We play for pride, we play for our 
organization, our fan base no matter the circumstances. We're going to 
come out and try to win every single night. We've got to take pride in our 
group and find ways to win hockey games.” 

Remaining Time -0:42 

Hoglander bangs in his own rebound on breakaway to score on Jets 

The Canucks are 13 points behind the fourth-place Canadiens, who have 
only one game remaining. 

Monday’s win, just Vancouver’s second in nine games, moved the team 
ahead of the Ottawa Senators on winning percentage in the Canadian 
division. 

It provided some promising glimpses of the renewal that must continue 
around the Canucks for the team to build on its excellent foundation of 
young stars and avoid a repeat of this season. 

Rookie Nils Hoglander scored twice for the Canucks and may have been 
their best skater, and defenceman Jack Rathbone had his most 
impressive game yet as the 22-year-old promoted from the American 
Hockey League for the first time logged 16:20 of less-sheltered ice time 
in his fourth NHL appearance. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Rathbone was also deployed on the right side of the Canucks’ power 
play, launching left-shot one-timers from quarterback Quinn Hughes’ 
passes as Green went with two defencemen on a unit that was on a 0-
for-15 hibernation. 

The new-look power play generated four shots on its lone advantage, 
and Rathbone finished the game with three shots on net, three hits and 
four blocks. 

“He plays with authority, passes the puck with authority,” Green said. “He 
doesn't look for too cute of a play and he can snap it quick. That's 
important on your exit. I thought he looked very comfortable. It's probably 
the best our power play has looked in a while. 

“I think he's gotten better every game. I think that comes with a little bit of 
confidence. Obviously, there's some teaching and video work that goes 
with it. You can tell he loves the game. He's anxious to learn. You can 
see the competitive side in his own zone as well.” 

The Canucks and Jets play again Tuesday. 

Forward Jonah Gadjovich, who scored 15 goals in 19 games for the 
Utica Comets before his callup, could be the next Canuck to make his 
NHL debut. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers using last games before playoffs to make final 
improvements 

 

Mark Spector 

 

The obvious goal for the Edmonton Oilers was to slay the dragon that the 
Montreal Canadiens had become. A Habs team that hasn’t had many 

teams’ numbers this season has certainly had Edmonton’s, and this two-
game set is one last chance for the Oilers to dispose of that. 

“For whatever reason Montreal has kind of had our number,” agreed 
Connor McDavid, who closed this game out on an overtime breakaway, 
collecting two points in a 4-3 win. “They came out of the gates really hot, 
came into Edmonton and beat us pretty good (in early January). But we 
have three wins against them. Not our best record, but we’ve played 
them hard.” 

This game featured one team fighting to clinch a playoff spot, against 
another that is home, cooled, and trying a few new things on for size 
before settling into Round 1 against the Winnipeg Jets. Or, perhaps, 
these same Canadiens. 

“I don’t think you go there yet, until it’s for sure,” said McDavid, when 
asked to go there. “It could be Winnipeg, it could be Montreal. We’re 
prepared for either. We’ll be ready.” 

It’s a playoff series that will begin in the middle of next week — we’re 
hearing Thursday. But until then, every guy on the Oilers roster has 
something he’s trying to improve on. 

For McDavid, despite his 102 points, he’s bearing down on a defensive 
game that he made a priority right from the start this season. Why did he 
grow his game in a way that has seen him go from minus-6 last season 
to plus-25 this year? 

“You’re asking me that on a night when I was on the ice for three goals 
against. That’s obviously why I work on it,” said the Oilers captain, who 
was minus-1 on Monday, mostly due to a weak game-tying goal allowed 
by Mikko Koskinen. “All the top players in the league, they’re out there 
against tough matchups every night and you can’t be a liability. 

"That was the next step for our group, for Leo (Leon Draisaitl) and I to 
take that responsibility on. To grow into that 200-foot game. Leo has 
done an amazing job, and I’m continuing to work on it each and every 
day.” 

Draisaitl, who had a pair of assists Monday, improved his totals from 
minus-7 last season to an NHL-leading plus-31 this year. 

Plus-minus is a flawed stat — we’ll give you that. But at the extreme ends 
of the scale, it does tell you something about the player. 

“The third goal, I wouldn’t even classify it as a scoring chance,” said head 
coach Dave Tippett. “You look at Connor and Leon’s plus-minus, they 
defend very well.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Grinding Away 

Veteran sniper James Neal scored again Monday, his second goal in six 
games and his second straight game with a point. As much as many 
Oilers fans do not see a lot left in the 33-year-old winger, for me he fits 
the bill as that third- or fourth-line guy who chips in a handful of goals in 
the playoffs — the guy every winning team seems to have. 

“In those hard games in the playoffs you’re going to need scoring from 
everyone,” said Neal, a veteran of two Stanley Cup Finals and 108 post-
season games. “They’re going to be checking your top guys really hard, 
and you need the third and fourth lines to chip in goals. 

“I like the way we’re building as we go along here. I think we’re peaking 
at the right time.” 

Tippett is deploying Neal on a line with right-winger Alex Chiasson and 
rookie centre Ryan (Smoky) McLeod. It’s a perfect way to insulate 
McLeod, a nine-game vet whose wingers have over 1,400 NHL games 
between them. McLeod got his first NHL point on Neal’s goal Monday. 

“There’s something there,” mused Tippett. “McLeod gives them some 
speed where they can hold on to pucks, and Chiasson and Nealer are 
big, heavy guys around the net. They’re an interesting line: Chaser and 
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Nealer do a lot of rooting around down low, and McLeod is a good skater 
who transports the puck well through the neutral zone. 

“McLeod, even though he’s a young guy, he is mature. He plays a smart 
game all the time.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

While there could be 1,000 games ahead for McLeod, Neal spent much 
of the year on Edmonton’s taxi squad just trying to get called up to an 
NHL lineup again. He started the year with COVID-19, and it’s been a 
long year back to a place where he can now try and do some post-
season damage — his favourite time of year. 

“It’s hard for sure,” he said of the climb. “Being an older guy, a guy who 
has played a lot of hockey and been around a while — it’s hard. There’s 
no way around it. You just have to put your head down and do the work. 

“I just stuck with it and tried to be ready at the right time. I feel like I’ve 
got my legs now, and it’s the right time, going into the playoffs.” 

He won’t start the playoffs on the top line. But he could be a guy who 
makes an impact coming out of the bottom six. 

“Right where I’m at I could be a guy who comes in with secondary 
scoring, for sure. I’ve battled all year to be in this spot,” Neal said. “I’ve 
played a lot of playoff hockey, won with different teams. I’m coming in 
with a lot of playoff experience. I’m going to chip in everywhere I can.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks rookies make timely audition as team's tank runs 
on empty 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

The most promising race of the Vancouver Canucks’ season is towards 
the top of the draft order. 

As the COVID survivors stagger through the rest of their hyper-
condensed schedule, playing their final seven games in just 10 days 
starting tonight with the first of back-to-back games against the Winnipeg 
Jets, the Canucks are 26th – and falling – in National Hockey League 
winning percentage. 

The Buffalo Sabres and Anaheim Ducks are impossible to catch, but the 
Canucks, 1-7-0 in their last eight games, should still have time to duck 
under the Detroit Red Wings and Columbus Blue Jackets, and possibly 
even the New Jersey Devils if all goes, uh, well/awfully. 

This isn’t tanking. The Canucks’ tank is just empty. 

Too many games, too many injuries, too much coronavirus back in April. 

The most impressive aspect of the team’s four games last week against 
the Edmonton Oilers is that the Canucks actually pushed back in the 
second half of the series, splitting two games in Alberta even as Connor 
McDavid ran wild to reach the 100-point mark in a pandemic season. 

Rookie defenceman Jack Rathbone, who is expected to get a turn on the 
Vancouver power play tonight, played his first three NHL games against 
the Oilers. The week before, Kole Lind made his debut for the Canucks. 

Next up with be minor-league callup Jonah Gadjovich, who skated 
Monday morning with the Canucks after completing his one-week travel 

quarantine in Winnipeg. The winger who had 15 goals in 19 games for 
the Utica Comets won’t play tonight but will play soon. 

And speedy winger Will Lockwood, another American Hockey League 
call-up, is serving his quarantine in Vancouver and will be available for 
the Canucks’ final three games next week against the Calgary Flames. 

With eight forwards missing, these auditions for next season are timely. 

They follow other recent Canuck season debuts for more experienced 
pros like Tyler Graovac, Jimmy Vesey and Travis Boyd. 

“They're competing for jobs,” coach Travis Green told reporters after the 
morning skate in Winnipeg. “They're finding some ways to contribute as 
well. I've said it many times that the league is getting faster. You need to 
have some contributions from your bottom six, but they've also got to be 
able to play certain roles on the team as well -- kill penalties and play 
against tougher matchups. And that's all part of the process as well. 

"But I can say that our bottom six has been competing and working very 
hard here. And they've done a nice job the last few games.” 

Green has used 33 different skaters this season. 

“They don't need to go out and dominate the game,” Green said of the 
interns. “But there are certain areas in the game that you can really judge 
a player when you're watching. And a lot of it is their willingness to 
compete in certain areas. A lot of players can make a play when. . . 
there's time and space, and that's expected. 

"Are they willing to put themselves in a spot to get that time and space? 
Are they confident enough to go and do it, hungry enough to go and do 
it? But also their details within their defensive part of their game, are they 
catching on, are they learning the things that we're trying to show our 
team?” 

But here is another question with so many new, young faces in the 
lineup: Will the motivation of veteran players change because the 
Canucks are trying to gather intel on players for next season and 
beyond? 

“Not at all,” Green said. “Our group, we've tried to establish a certain 
expectation, a certain culture that when we play, there's a certain 
compete level and a desire to win that never changes. We want players 
that want to win. They also understand that we have a lot of injuries, 
especially up front, and there is going to be different guys going in and 
out of the lineup. It's not just because we're auditioning players, it's 
because we think they also give us a chance to win and that's part of it. 

“Our older players understand that. And our veterans want to play. 
They're not sitting there saying they want to take nights off and not play 
as well; they're competitive guys and they want to win the games. That's 
the kind of mentality we want with our players that when you go on the 
ice, you put that jersey on, that Canuck jersey on, you're playing to win 
and you're playing for keeps.” 

Goalie Thatcher Demko, who has stopped only 87.8 per cent of shots 
over his last five games, will start his third straight game tonight. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs’ Campbell: ‘Pressure’s fun,’ aims to build on 
breakthrough season 

Maple Leafs goaltender Jack Campbell has compiled a 17-2-2 record this 
season with a sparkling .923 save percentage and on Monday he was 
named the team's nominee for the Bill Masterton Memorial Trophy, Mark 
Masters writes. 

 

By Mark Masters 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 11, 2021 

 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Monday ahead of Wednesday’s 
game against the Senators in Ottawa. 

Slowed by a leg injury early in the season, Jack Campbell recovered to 
help lead the Leafs to their first division tittle since 2000. On Monday, the 
Toronto chapter of the Professional Hockey Writers Association named 
him the team's nominee for the Bill Masterton Memorial Trophy, which is 
awarded annually to the NHL player who best exemplifies perseverance, 
sportsmanship and dedication to hockey. 

"It's been a terrific story for both he and then our team to rally around," 
said head coach Sheldon Keefe.  

Campbell has compiled a remarkable 17-2-2 record this season with a 
sparkling .923 save percentage.  

"It hasn't been an easy road for him," noted veteran forward Jason 
Spezza. "He came in with very high expectations and the fact that he's 
persevered and not given up and now is almost re-inventing himself as a 
goaltender and the success he's having ... [it] couldn't happen to a better 
guy."  

The Dallas Stars made Campbell the 11th overall pick in the 2010 draft, 
but the Michigan native failed to establish himself in the league initially 
while struggling to cope with external and internal expectations. After 
making just one start with Dallas in October 2013, Campbell got his 
career on track following a trade to the Los Angeles Kings. He calls his 
first start with the Kings, on Feb. 27, 2018, one of the most pressure-
packed games of his career. He stopped 41 of 42 shots to beat the 
Golden Knights in Vegas.  

"It took me a long time to get [another] start from my first one in Dallas 
and then I finally got the chance and I knew I kind of had to play well to 
prove I could play in the NHL," Campbell recalled. "I just went out and 
had some fun and believed in myself and that's the biggest thing." 

With Frederik Andersen sidelined with a knee injury since March 19, 
Campbell has adjusted well to a heavier workload. He opened the year 
with 11 straight wins, which established a new NHL record.  

Campbell hasn't played in the Stanley Cup playoffs before but Keefe, 
who hasn't named a Game 1 starter yet, doesn't anticipate a learning 
curve.  

"The game is the same," the coach said. "The pucks and the traffic and 
stuff like that is arriving at the net with a little more frequency perhaps, 
but a lot of the teams we play against in our division are heavy, heavy 
shot volume, heavy traffic teams so I don't think from a goaltending 
perspective the game changes a whole lot." 

After clinching first place in the North Division on Saturday, the Leafs will 
be the heavy favourites in the opening round.  

"There's always pressure and especially in the position us goalies chose 
to play," Campbell pointed out, "but I think pressure's fun, too. When the 
stakes are higher, that's what you play for so just looking forward to 
keeping this thing going." 

Campbell is known for his positive persona. He's constantly tapping 
teammates on their shin pads after freezing the puck to show support. 

"There's no bad days with Soup," said Spezza. "He's a gem to have 
around the room and puts everybody in a better mood." 

"I've been so impressed," said winger Nick Foligno, who was acquired at 
the trade deadline. "He's probably one of the most caring guys I've met. 
[He] genuinely cares about people and that's such a great quality to 
have. I think that's important especially in the position that he holds as 
one of our goaltenders. You want to play for a guy like that." 

'Pressure's fun': Campbell anticipates next step in breakthrough season 

Jack Campbell has enjoyed a successful regular season with the Maple 
Leafs and with the playoffs around the corner, the pressure will no doubt 
ramp up but he sees it as a fun challenge. His teammates have 
genuinely loved seeing Campbell have success with Jason Spezza 
saying 'it couldn't happen to a better guy.' 

--- 

After playing a full game in the American Hockey League on Saturday 
afternoon – his first full game since March 19 – Andersen said he was 
hoping to get into an NHL game before the regular season wraps up. 

"Everyone knows the playoffs are right around the corner," Andersen told 
reporters. "If I can get some game action, it would be great." 

Andersen also played half a game with the Marlies on Thursday. He 
stopped 46 of 52 shots in the two appearances during his long-term 
injury loan.  

"He was very positive when I talked to him today," said Keefe. "Going 
down and playing at the AHL level was about building up his workload 
and his conditioning and things like that to look to prepare him to play at 
the NHL level. Now, he's got some practice time here to go through. He's 
still not cleared and available to play at the NHL level yet. We have a 
practice day today, another one tomorrow and we'll continue to look at 
and re-assess it based on his conversations with the medical team." 

The Leafs play on Wednesday in Ottawa and on Friday in Winnipeg.  

Toronto's tight salary cap situation may complicate matters.  

"The salary cap stuff, of course, is a whole other beast that I don't know 
much about," Keefe acknowledged. 

The team opted not to play defenceman Rasmus Sandin on Saturday in 
order to create some additional flexibility this week.  

Andersen rejoins Leafs but not cleared to play in NHL yet, Keefe says 

Frederik Andersen was back with the Maple Leafs for practice Monday 
following his conditioning assignment with the Marlies. Head coach 
Sheldon Keefe said his goaltender seemed positive in his return to the 
NHL club but he has yet to be cleared. His teammates were happy to 
have Andersen back, with Campbell sympathizing with what it feels like 
to come back from an injury setback. 

--- 

After missing the last two games with an upper-body injury, Foligno 
returned to practice on Monday.  

"I'm feeling good," he said. "Great just to be back around the room. I 
mean, I haven't had that much time with them. It just feels normal when 
you're on the ice in that setting." 

Foligno abruptly left a game on May 3 in Montreal and it was unclear 
when the injury was actually sustained.   

"It's just something I've been dealing with a little bit and fired up on me at 
the wrong time, unfortunately, during a game," the 33-year-old explained. 

    This is from Foligno's last shift. He must have tweaked something prior 
#LeafsForever pic.twitter.com/uOV8R86dxU 

    — Maple Leafs Hotstove (@LeafsNews) May 4, 2021 

Will he be able to play in one of the games this week?  

"I hope so," Foligno said. "I still have to talk to the trainers and coaches, 
obviously, and see what the deal is with that, but ... I'm encouraged with 
how I'm feeling." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Foligno returns to practice; hopes to play this week 

Nick Foligno is one of three Maple Leafs to be cleared for contact. 
alongside Riley Nash and Zach Hyman, and the veteran forward 
acquired before the trade deadline spoke about how he feels ahead of 
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his return and explained how Toronto is a team that is built with depth, 
which will serve them well in the playoffs. 

--- 

Forwards Zach Hyman and Riley Nash have been cleared for contact as 
they work their way back from knee injuries.  

"Any time I talk to you guys it means I'm a step closer to returning so it's 
always good," Hyman said in his first media session since sustaining an 
MCL sprain. "I feel great. I feel really strong out there, but we're just 
taking our time. It's my first week back with some contact so just going to 
progress, but I feel great out there." 

Hyman suffered the injury on a knee-on-knee hit by Alex Edler on April 
18. The Canucks defenceman was ejected from the game and assessed 
a two-game suspension by the NHL's Department of Player Safety. 
Wayne Simmonds dropped the gloves with Edler when Vancouver visited 
Toronto on April 29.  

What did Hyman think of the hit?  

"I don't know, I mean, it was a while back now," he said. "I got around 
him and could be just a reaction play, but it doesn't really matter. All that 
matters is I'm close to returning and happy to be right around the corner."  

The Leafs have gone 7-1-1 since Hyman got hurt. And the team also won 
both games without Foligno last week.  

"Having depth in the playoffs is so crucial," noted Foligno, "and I look 
around this room and just seeing the names that are kind of throughout 
the lineup, it's cause for excitement a little bit. You got guys that are 
playing down the lineup, [who] could be playing up the lineup anywhere 
really and I think that makes you a real dangerous group. I know things 
happen in playoffs that you don't foresee.  

"I remember playing against Tampa [in the 2019 playoffs], one of our 
best lines at the time was Riley Nash, Brandon Dubinsky and Boone 
Jenner, which was our fourth line. I remember when Riley Nash went 
down it really threw our team out of balance. We just didn't have the 
depth that Boston had when we played them next. I mean, it's so 
important to have that and I think we have a real good mix and that 
bodes well for us."  

Keefe says he'll have a better idea about the status of the injured players 
following Tuesday's practice, which will include more contact drills. 
Monday's workout featured mostly skills and special teams work.  

Defenceman Justin Holl missed Monday's practice with Keefe terming it a 
maintenance day.  

Hyman's return 'right around the corner'; shrugs off Edler hit 

Maple Leafs forward Zach Hyman is getting ready to return to action for 
the first time since sustaining a knee injury March 18. Hyman said his 
return to the lineup is 'right around the corner' and has put the hit from 
Alex Edler that took him out of action behind him. 

--- 

The Leafs received their first COVID vaccine doses on Sunday.  

"The arm's a little sore, but will definitely be fine and it's just nice," said 
Campbell. "We're just fortunate that the community is starting to get their 
shots and we were able to get one. It's important for the health of our 
team and everything, but obviously [we were] being respectful and 
waiting our turn. We're just really lucky to have the health-care workers 
that we have looking out for us." 

William Nylander is the only Leafs player who missed games this season 
because he was on the COVID protocol list. He never tested positive, but 
came in contact with a potential positive case.  

"It was a big priority for us coming into the season just being really strict 
with our protocols," said Spezza. "We knew it would be a challenge and 
we met it head on ... It's a great sign for our group. It shows the overall 

commitment to what we're playing for and playing for the Stanley Cup ... 
There's more and more shots readily available and that's a good thing. It 
shows signs of us healing as a community and us returning to normalcy." 
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TSN.CA / Maple Leafs on the mend with postseason approaching 

Toronto had a nearly full complement of players for Monday’s practice as 
injured players Frederik Andersen, Nick Foligno, Zach Hyman and Riley 
Nash continue to make progress in their recoveries. 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — The Maple Leafs are on the mend. 

Toronto had a nearly full complement of players for Monday’s skills-
based practice, including Frederik Andersen (knee), Nick Foligno (upper-
body), Zach Hyman (sprained MCL) and Riley Nash (knee). It was the 
first time Hyman and Nash had been on the ice without red no-contact 
sweaters, and the first time in a week that Foligno had participated in a 
team session.  

The only absentee from Monday’s work was defenceman Justin Holl, 
who took a maintenance day.  

The return of so many to the fold is a positive step towards a healthy 
lineup, but coach Sheldon Keefe cautioned there is still work to be done 
on that front.  

“The first thing is we've really got to get these guys ready to even play 
games,” said Keefe. “We're not there yet with any of these guys. For 
Hyman and Nash, this is the first day they were even available for 
contact. Tomorrow [at practice] would be a good step for them there. So 
the number one thing is just to get these guys ready to play games, and 
be cleared for that and we're not there yet.” 

That applies to Andersen as well, who is fresh off a conditioning loan to 
the American Hockey League’s Toronto Marlies.  

Andersen hasn’t started for the Leafs since March 19, when a nagging 
knee injury that cost him four games earlier in the season flared up 
again. To assess his readiness for return, Andersen went to the Marlies 
for two games last week. He played the first half of one game, stopping 
12 of 14 shots, and the entirety of another, making 34 of 38 saves 
through regulation and overtime.  

Keefe said despite that playing time, Andersen still hasn’t received 
medical sign-off to appear in the NHL. But the netminder did get a lot out 
of his Marlies’ stint.  

“He seemed very positive,” Keefe said. “Going down to play at the AHL 
level was about building up his workload in his conditioning and things 
like that and prepare him to play at the NHL level. He's still not cleared 
and available to play at the NHL level here yet, but that's the goal is to 
get him back going and feeling good.” 

That was the refrain from Toronto's other recovering players as well.  

Foligno has missed the Leafs last two games with an undisclosed upper-
body injury. The veteran forward left during the second period of last 
Monday’s game against Montreal after pulling up sharply in Jake Allen’s 
crease and appearing to be in immediate pain.  

"It's just something I've been dealing with a little bit and it fired up on me 
at the wrong time unfortunately during a game,” Foligno said, without 
going into specifics. “But it's been able to get feeling better here and 
obviously being back out with the guys, I'm really encouraged by that.” 
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Toronto has two regular-season games remaining this week and Foligno 
said “I hope so,” when asked if he’d be back for one or both of them. 
Foligno has four assists in the five games since Toronto acquired him via 
trade from Columbus on April 11.  

Hyman is also eyeing a potential return this week. He’s missed eight 
games since suffering a sprained MCL in a knee-on-knee collision with 
Vancouver defenceman Alex Edler on April 18. Edler was given a five-
minute major penalty and game misconduct for the play, and was 
subsequently suspended for two games.  

Hyman was having a productive season prior to the injury, sitting second 
among Leafs in goals (15) and fourth in points (33) through 42 games. 
He’s also due to become an unrestricted free agent at the end of this 
season.  

The 28-year-old winger politely sidestepped any dissection of Elder’s hit 
or his intent (“it doesn’t really matter”) and is keeping focused solely on 
recovering.  

“It’s great to be back on the ice. I feel great,” Hyman said. “I feel really 
strong out there. We're just taking our time here, it's my first week back 
with some contact. All that matters is that I'm close to returning and 
happy to be right around the corner.” 

Nash is right there with Hyman, looking to make his Leafs debut sooner 
than later. The veteran forward was acquired via trade from the Blue 
Jackets in April, just days after suffering a knee injury scheduled to 
sideline him four to six weeks. 

Nash only recently started skating with his new teammates, but not 
everyone is unfamiliar. 

Foligno learned a lot about Nash’s game in the three seasons they 
played together for the Blue Jackets, and while Nash isn’t flashy (he’s 
tallied 172 points in 578 games to date), Foligno believes he’ll be an 
asset for Toronto when he’s ready.  

“I think if you're a real watchful person of the game, what you appreciate 
about him is he does the little things in games that allow you to win,” 
Foligno said. “He's got great skill. He sees the ice well, reads plays so 
well. I think people will really appreciate the little things he does.” 

Since Toronto’s already locked up top seeding in the North Division, 
there’s no rush to get anyone back before they are ready. There will be 
salary cap considerations down the stretch as well, something Keefe 
acknowledged but admitted to not having full clarity on at this stage.  

For now, it’s all about healing. And the promise of what the Leafs’ 
upcoming playoff push could look like with a totally healthy lineup.  

“I think everybody's excited,” said Hyman. “It'll be great to get our full 
group together. We have so many guys [returning to the ice], so it's just 
exciting and I think that in order to do something special you need to 
have tons of guys contribute. So it's great to be back out there, it's great 
to see all the new faces out there together and hopefully we're building 
towards something special.” 

Campbell nominated for Masterton Trophy 

The Toronto chapter of the Professional Hockey Writers Association 
announced on Monday that goalie Jack Campbell had been voted as the 
Leafs’ nominee for the Bill Masterton Trophy. The Masterton is awarded 
each season to a player who best shows sportsmanship, perseverance 
and dedication to hockey.  

This season Campbell went from a career backup to Toronto’s starter as 
Andersen battled injury. Campbell was also hurt in his first start of the 
year, and had to fight through an ongoing lower-body issue of his own. 

The 29-year-old worked past some key mental hurdles, too. Known for 
his sunny disposition off the ice, Campbell was ruthless on himself 
publicly about perceived failures in the crease. The Leafs helped 
Campbell cultivate tools to cope with those feelings, and he said he's put 
less pressure on himself since.  

Despite those challenges, Campbell opened his season on an NHL-
record 11-0-0 run, and is 17-2-2 on the year with a .923 save percentage. 
His determination to be at his best has never gone unnoticed by those 
around him.  

“The fact that he's persevered and not given up and now has almost 
reinvented himself as a goaltender with the success he's having [is 
amazing],” said Jason Spezza. “And that's on top of what he is as a 
person. He cares about his teammates and is just a great guy. There’s 
no bad days with Soup.” 
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TSN.CA / We are set up for one of the most exciting NHL postseasons in 
recent memory 

In many ways, the 2020-21 National Hockey League regular season has 
been a story about the haves and the have nots. The North Division is a 
great example of this – plenty of competition in the middle of the pack, 
but ultimately a runaway champion in the form of the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, parlaying a +42 goal differential to a divisional title. 
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In many ways, the 2020-21 National Hockey League regular season has 
been a story about the haves and the have nots. The North Division is a 
great example of this – plenty of competition in the middle of the pack, 
but ultimately a runaway champion in the form of the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, parlaying a +42 goal differential to a divisional title. 

If you are a Maple Leafs fan, you are feeling rather comfortable right 
now. Though the Edmonton Oilers remain a threat thanks to their 
considerable star power, and the Winnipeg Jets present the danger of a 
possible goaltender heater, the reality is Toronto should be able to 
navigate through the first two rounds of the playoffs. Anything less than 
that would be a considerable disappointment. 

I’m not one to put the cart before the horse – I thought Edmonton had a 
chance to dethrone the Leafs, and I still think there is upset potential 
there with the way Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl are playing. But 
what awaits Toronto, if they get through the North Division, is going to be 
a challenge unlike any other. 

Consider team performance, all situations, since the beginning of the 
Real Time Scoring System era (2007-08). It is not lost on me that five – 
five! – of the 20 best teams by net goal differential have manifested 
themselves this season. And it’s not just a white-hot run of puck luck on 
both ends of the ice. By expected goals, it’s five of the best 14 teams. 

There are some great teams on this leaderboard – another reminder, 
perhaps, that the San Jose Sharks of yesteryear should have won a 
Stanley Cup – and Toronto is absolutely a part of that. But one thing that 
is eminently noticeable is that all of the 2020 teams, sans Toronto, have 
had another Stanley Cup contender in their division. 

If you think that traveling a tougher road builds preparation for the 
difficulties of playoff hockey, the advantage may go to one of the teams 
in the West or Central. 

In the West Division, we are being set up for a possible all-time second-
round matchup between Vegas and Colorado, perhaps the two best 
teams we have seen in the modern era of hockey. In the Central, the 
Florida-Carolina-Tampa Bay triumvirate will ensure this postseason is 
nothing less than a knife fight. In many ways, the Nashville Predators are 
this year’s ultimate underdog story. 
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One of the areas I expect Toronto to meet more resistance – again, 
assuming they can survive the North Division in the first two rounds – is 
at even strength. The Maple Leafs have absolutely pummelled the 
competition there, outscoring their North Division opponents by 39 goals. 
Winnipeg (+8) and Edmonton (+1) were exceptionally middle-of-the-pack. 

Or, said another way, the antithesis of the teams that await them deeper 
in the playoffs.  

Toronto still looks fantastic by these measures, but you can see how the 
competition outside of the North Division rises rather significantly. Vegas 
actually had a better net goal differential at even strength over the course 
of the season, Colorado exhibited an unparalleled level of puck 
dominance and shot volume, and all three of the Central Division teams 
were comparable or stronger on the defensive end of the ice. 

In many ways, these clubs look like a deeper version of Edmonton. The 
Oilers have the best star power in the league, the type of talent that can 
utterly overwhelm opponents over the course of a game or a series. The 
Maple Leafs – spearheaded by Auston Matthews – have that, too. But a 
common theme across the top-tier teams of the 2020-21 season is that 
they have an elite line and talent behind it. Every one of these teams 
dresses at least three highly capable lines, and in some cases four. 

If nothing else, I think we are set up for one of the most exciting 
postseasons in recent memory. There are a handful of teams that have 
emerged as bona fide Stanley Cup contenders, and without cross-
divisional play, we are flying a little bit blind as it pertains to 
understanding a team’s true talent level. 

But if you buy what we have seen over the course of this regular season, 
Toronto – and just about every other team near the top of the NHL 
hierarchy this season – is going to meet impeccably stiff resistance on 
their way to a championship. 
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