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What is Hurricanes “Warrior” Jaccob Slavin’s status for Game 2 against the Predators?  

By Luke DeCock  

If the Carolina Hurricanes and their fans thought the will-he-
or-won’t-he worries about whether Jaccob Slavin would play 
were behind them once they saw him on the ice Monday, 
they’ll have to think again. Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Tuesday it may be that way for as long as 
the Hurricanes are alive in the playoffs, including 
Wednesday’s Game 2. 

“Slavin’s going to be dealing with something until probably 
we get finished,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s just the way it is. 
Hopefully he’s good to go, but he might be a game-time 
decision for a while yet.” 

Brind’Amour admitted after Monday’s 5-2 win over the 
Nashville Predators that he still wasn’t sure that morning 
whether Slavin would play because of an undisclosed lower-
body issue, but Slavin ended up playing more than 21 
minutes and taking — and dealing — his share of hits. 

“He was a warrior tonight,” Brind’Amour said afterward. 

While Cedric Paquette remained out, Brock McGinn also 
returned from injury and played a very effective 13:57 for a 
very effective fourth line. 

“Brock’s more just rust,” Brind’Amour said. “He was fine. 
He’s pretty much over his injury. You would hope that 
wouldn’t come up at all moving forward.” 

Room for improvement 

The Hurricanes managed to score five goals despite going 0-
for-4 on the power play, no small achievement in a playoff 
opener. They had their chances, and Predators goalie Juuse 
Saros played very well, but it’s one area where there’s room 
for improvement in Game 2. 

The Hurricanes had six scoring chances on 15 shot attempts 
— seven on goal — on their four power plays, but only one 
high-danger chance per Natural Stat Trick.  

“We did have some good looks,” Brind’Amour said. “We’ve 
got to keep building on that. There’s areas where we’ve got 
to get better for sure. I liked some of it.” 

Unlike some postseasons past, when the power play was a 
known liability or at least not a known strength, the 
Hurricanes had the second-ranked man-advantage in the 
NHL this season, converting at an 25.6 percent clip, the best 
rate in franchise history. 

Goalie choice ‘not that difficult’  

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said the decision to start 
rookie Alex Nedeljkovic in goal over veteran Petr Mrazek 
was a relatively easy one. Nedeljkovic fought the puck at 
times early, but settled in to stop the last 11 shots he faced 
over the final 31 minutes and change. 

“It really was not that difficult,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s 
earned the right to start. Yeah, Petr is our guy but he’s had a 
lot of time off. Not that I was questioning whether or not he 
could do it, but it gave Ned an opportunity. It felt like he 
earned the start.” 

Mrazek did make one glove save: Of a deflected puck that 
flew into the Hurricanes’ bench. 

Nedeljkovic became the first rookie goalie in franchise history 
to win his postseason debut — Cam Ward, in 2006, lost in 
relief in his debut before winning his first start — stopping 22 
of the 24 shots he faced. Filip Forsberg had an open look 
from the slot on Nashville’s first goal and the second, by 
former Hurricanes forward Erik Haula, took a deflection off 
Hurricanes defenseman Jani Hakanpaa in front. 

“He’s been doing that all year and tonight was no different,” 
Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. “I thought he did a 
great job of handling the puck when he needed to, making 
some big saves and slowing the game down when they were 
getting some zone time. He was solid all the way through.” 

Unhappy homecoming 

Haula, who had 22 points in 41 games with the Hurricanes 
last season before they traded him away in the Vincent 
Trocheck deal, carried on a running argument with Martin 
Necas and was booed by the home fans every time he 
touched the puck in the latter half of the game, including 
during an intermission TV interview. 

“I don’t know, I must be doing something right,” Haula said 
Monday night. “Honestly, it’s just awesome to have fans back 
in the building. That booing and yelling all these things, 
honestly, I love it.” 

Brind’Amour, on Tuesday, said he was all for it. 

“I think it’s great,” Brind’Amour said. “(Haula) can handle 
that. I think he likes that. It adds a little emotion when the 
fans get into it. It’s fine. It adds a little fun.” 

Staal nominated for King Clancy 

The Hurricanes nominated Staal for the NHL’s King Clancy 
Trophy, which goes to the player “who best exemplifies 
leadership qualities on and off the ice and has made a 
noteworthy humanitarian contribution in his community.” Ron 
Francis won the King Clancy with the Hurricanes in 2002. 
Staal was also the Hurricanes’ nominee in 2017 and 2020 
and Eric Staal was a multiple King Clancy nominee during 
his time with the Hurricanes. 

Jordan Staal was earlier this season nominated for the 
Masterton Trophy, which honors perseverance and 
dedication to hockey, by the Carolina chapter of the 
Professional Hockey Writers Association. He was an NHL 
finalist for that award in 2018. 
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Tailwinds 

Game 4 has been set for 2:30 p.m. in Nashville on NBCSN 
and Bally Sports South. ... Steven Lorentz became the ninth 
player in Hurricanes history (since relocation) to record a 
point in his playoff debut. … With the Chicago Wolves’ AHL 

season over, the Hurricanes on Monday recalled goalie 
Antoine Bibeau, defenseman Maxime Lajoie and forward 
Ryan Suzuki to practice with the team during the playoffs, 
the traditional “black aces.” Suzuki was the Hurricanes’ first-
round pick in 2019.

 

Start to finish, Hurricanes’ fourth line helped key Game 1 victory over the Predators  

By Chip Alexander  

Steven Lorentz wasn’t sure a few months ago how this 
hockey season might unfold for him, but he probably didn’t 
dream of this: taking the opening draw for the Carolina 
Hurricanes in Game 1 of the 2021 Stanley Cup playoffs. 

But there he was Monday, facing off at center ice against 
Colton Sissons of the Nashville Predators, with 12,000 
Canes fans on their feet and roaring, and PNC Arena 
rumbling. 

When Nashville coach John Hynes elected to send out his 
fourth line to start Game 1, the Canes’ Rod Brind’Amour, 
with the last change at home, did the same. It was Lorentz at 
center, with Jordan Martinook and Brock McGinn on his 
wings.  

“This time of the year you need all hands on deck,” 
Brind’Amour said Tuesday. “The reason is, the other team 
has four lines that can play. You get to this point and 
everyone is good. There’s no weaknesses. They’re playing 
all their guys if they can and they’re effective, and you need 
to have the same, otherwise it’s way too taxing on everybody 
if you’re running guys’ minutes way up.” 

Lorentz won the opening draw. Barely 20 seconds into the 
first shift, McGinn got in a hit on Predators defenseman Ryan 
Ellis. A few moments later, Martinook hit Luke Kunin. Game 
on. 

Fourth lines don’t always win hockey games but they can 
lose them. In the Canes’ 5-2 victory in Game 1, Lorentz, 
Martinook and McGinn were credited with 15 of the Canes’ 
56 hits — seven by Martinook. Lorentz earned his first career 
Stanley Cup playoff point with an assist on Teuvo 
Teravainen’s first-period goal. 

“They were effective.” Brind’Amour said. “That’s what we’re 
going to have to have if we want to be successful.” 

Lorentz made his NHL debut for the Canes and played 45 
games in his rookie season. While still youthful in 
appearance, he’s 25. He’s a solid 6-foot-4, 206-pounder who 
has some thump in his game and a willingness to use it. So, 
too, McGinn and Martinook, and with the experience to go 
with it. 

Lorentz also is player who understands his role as a fourth-
line guy and what Brind’Amour wants and the Canes need. 

“We’re not expected to go out and put up two or three points 
a night,” Lorentz recently said. “Our job basically is to keep it 
simple and just create energy and give our top-six or top-
nine guys a rest. When we go out there, we know we have to 
play responsibly and really make sure that we’re taking care 
of our own end and being on the D-side of pucks.” 

McGinn missed the last 19 games of the regular season with 
an upper-body injury and Martinook was kept out of nine of 
the last 10 by a lower-body issue. But both were in the lineup 
for the start of the biggest games of the season, McGinn 
playing almost 14 minutes in his first game since April 4 
against Dallas. 

“I thought Brock had a really good game, very noticeable 
considering he’s been out for quite a while,” Brind’Amour 
said. “But I think that was the key, everybody contributed.” 

Brind’Amour switched up his top three lines during Game 1, 
moving Andrei Svechnikov to Sebastian Aho’s line with 
Teravainen. But the fourth line remained intact for the most 
part, and saw the ice a lot in the third period — Lorentz and 
McGinn each in for nine shifts, Martinook for eight in the 
period. 

Lorentz had a roughing penalty in the second period after 
putting Nashville’s Erik Haula into the wall. But the Canes’ 
penalty killers did not allow a shot and McGinn drew a 
holding penalty on the Preds’ Roman Josi soon after the 
penalty expired. 

The line that started the game for the Canes also ended it. 
The fourth line was on the ice in the final minute of 
regulation, taking in the last roars. 

But as Brind’Amour said, everyone did his part. All four lines, 
all six defenseman, and another rookie, goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic, in net. 

And Canes fans. The listed attendance Monday was 12,000, 
but every seat seemed filled. The noise level was the same 
as a full house, a sense of togetherness and appreciation 
palpable. 

“That’s how it should feel,” Brind’Amour said, summing up 
the scene and his team’s play in five words.
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Apparently, Brett Pesce missed the playoffs. Hurricanes defenseman shines in return  

By Luke DeCock  

What might have been the most impressive play Brett Pesce 
made all night was lost entirely in the shuffle. It wasn’t either 
of his assists, although it did figure in the stunning analytics 
the Carolina Hurricanes defenseman posted. 

It was one play that summed up Pesce’s value to the team, if 
that wasn’t clear enough last August. 

In one motion, Pesce neatly disarmed a Nashville attack as it 
entered the Hurricanes’ zone, wheeled to his left and winged 
a perfect pass to Sebastian Aho going the other direction to 
spring the center loose on a one-on-one that quickly turned 
into a one-on-none as Aho blew past Nashville Predators 
defenseman Ben Harpur, skating in a completely different 
gear. 

Juuse Saros made the save on Aho, but moments later 
Jordan Staal would turn the Hurricanes’ one-goal lead into a 
two-goal lead on their way to a 5-2 win, the second of two 
Staal goals on the night. 

The first came off a pinpoint Pesce pass. 

It was that kind of game for Pesce, who missed all of last 
year’s playoffs after suffering a shoulder injury that required 
surgery. And it was not only something the Hurricanes 
desperately needed, with Jaccob Slavin less than 100 
percent Monday night, but a reminder of just how sorely the 
Hurricanes missed Pesce in the first-round series against the 
Boston Bruins last August.  

“I’m definitely not going to take it for granted this time,” 
Pesce said. 

The Hurricanes controlled 71 percent of possession with 
Pesce on the ice Monday night, in isolation dramatically 
better than any of his teammates. No one on the team spent 

more time killing penalties as the Hurricanes went 3-for-3 
against Nashville’s power play. 

It was a stunning all-around performance in a critical 
moment, which is exactly what the Hurricanes expect from 
Pesce. 

As the third leg of the Hurricanes’ big three on defense, 
Pesce sometimes gets lost in the shuffle. He doesn’t have 
the Pappy Van Winkle smoothness of Slavin, or the 
explosive offensive unpredictability of Dougie Hamilton. 
Pesce just does a little of everything and does it all very well 
without attracting a ton of attention. His puck-moving skills 
and mobility are underrated, outshined by his defensive 
instincts and willingness to sacrifice his body. 

Monday, he did it all. 

“We know how good he is,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “You’re talking about an elite defender. 
Playoff hockey is all about limiting chances and he does that 
as well as anyone. Slavin is in the same category. Those two 
guys are as good as they come. They’re huge, huge parts of 
what we’re doing. If either one of those guys can’t go, you 
can’t replace that.” 

The Hurricanes saw that all too clearly in the five-game loss 
to the Bruins, when Pesce’s physical edge in particular would 
have been welcome, but far more than that he was missed 
as the Hurricanes struggled to contain Boston’s powerful top 
line of Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David 
Pastrnak. 

That’s the kind of heavy duty Pesce handles regularly, as he 
did Monday against the Predators. Slavin and Hamilton saw 
slightly more ice time against Nashville’s top line ... but 
Pesce and Brady Skjei had better results against it.
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Playoff Hockey, Energy is Back in Raleigh 

Brind'Amour: 'We had a year-and-a-half worth of just junk 
thrown at everybody. They let it all out last night' 

By Michael Smith 

A current-capacity crowd of 12,000 - a seemingly even 
bigger bunch with one of the largest lower bowls in the 
league packed to the brim - stood, cheered and waved rally 
towels as the final minute ticked off in the Carolina 
Hurricanes 5-2 win against the Nashville Predators in Game 
1. 

The final horn signaled the clock hitting zero - at least, that's 
how it's designed, but you might not have heard it over the 
cacophonous din of the crowd and then the goal horn. 

It had been a long time since PNC Arena sounded like that. 

In fact, it was two years and a day since playoff hockey was 
last played in Raleigh. It wasn't as long as the wait from 2009 
to 2019 by any stretch, but at times, 2020 certainly felt like a 
decade in itself. 

"I think the people just needed something to cheer about. We 
had a year-and-a-half worth of just junk thrown at 
everybody," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said on Tuesday. 
"They let it all out last night. That's what it felt like." 

The playoffs always bring out the best. The hockey is 
unmatched in its skill, physicality and intensity. The crowds 
are unmatched in their passion, volume and fervor. 

Game 1 on Monday night in Raleigh was no different, but in 
ways, it was very different. 

"Yeah, they're cheering for us, but they were just cheering 
that they got to go outside, root for a team and have a sense 
of, OK, this is kind of normal again," Brind'Amour explained. 
"Forget about all the crap that's gone on. It's just, hey, we're 
here to enjoy ourselves, and that's what life is about. We can 
do it in an environment with people you love and care about, 
and what the heck? Why wouldn't you? I think it just all came 
out last night." 

It was a symphony of exuberance and relief, of liveliness and 
community, of joy and normalcy after too many months of 
seemingly none. 

It was a perfect storm of emotion and a raw expression of 
bliss in experiencing playoff hockey as it's meant to be 
experienced. 

Sure, the 2020 Stanley Cup Playoffs in the Toronto bubble 
might have felt like playoff hockey, at least on the ice. And by 
definition, it certainly was playoff hockey; there was a 
qualifying-round wrinkle to the NHL's annual postseason 
tournament, but the Stanley Cup was still awarded at the 
end. 

But after living and breathing both experiences, the "playoff" 
ambiance of the bubble seems just as artificial as the 
pumped-in crowd noise meant to mimic a game-like 
environment. 

Playoff hockey - and really, any sport - is meant to be played 
in front of thousands of passionate fans with emotions high 
and decibels soaring. There's meant to be cheering and 
chanting and wooing and booing. There's meant to be high-
fiving and hugging with family and friends and random 
strangers alike. There's meant to be that immersive shared 
experience among a diverse and united community. 

It began on Monday in the vast parking lots of PNC Arena 
hours before puck drop, and even a passing shower or two 
couldn't dampen spirited tailgates. 

It culminated in the Canes' first-ever postseason Storm 
Surge, a clap at center ice and a simple, yet meaningful 
salute to the 12,000 fans that were finally, at long last, back 
where they belonged. 

Back home. 

"That's hockey," Jordan Staal smiled after scoring two goals 
and earning first-star honors in Game 1. "For everybody, it's 
been a long time coming. There's no better feeling than 
playing a big game at home with the fans like that. The boys 
were ready to go. The fans were ready. It was a lot of fun. 
Playoff hockey. There's nothing better." 

The fans are back. The electricity is back. The goosebumps 
and feelings and emotions are back. The Loudest House in 
the NHL is back. 

"It was electric," Brind'Amour said. "That's why you play."
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Game 2 Preview: Predators vs. Hurricanes 

Canes lead First Round series 1-0 

By Michael Smith 

After opening the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs with a victory, 
the Carolina Hurricanes aim to take a 2-0 First Round series 
lead when they face off against the Nashville Predators in 
Game 2. 

Game 2 

(4) Nashville Predators vs. (1) Carolina Hurricanes 

Carolina leads series 1-0 

Wednesday, May 19, 8 p.m. 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports app, CNBC 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

About Game 1 

With 12,000 fans rocking inside PNC Arena, Jordan Staal 
netted two goals to lead the Canes to a 5-2 win over 
Nashville in Game 1. Alex Nedeljkovic made 22 saves to 
became the first rookie goaltender in franchise history to win 
his Stanely Cup Playoffs debut. Teuvo Teravainen and Nino 
Niederreiter also tallied for the Canes, while Andrei 
Svechnikov capped off the win with an empty-net goal late in 
regulation. 

"I thought everyone played really well all the way through the 
lineup. The guys were grinding," Staal said. "We were 
comfortable being in an uncomfortable situation. We kept at 
our game and kept doing what we want to do. It ended up 
paying off for us." 

Tracking the Storylines 

Defensive Gems: Jaccob Slavin was a game-time decision 
on Monday, but he was able to dress and turned in a sterling 

performance, as expected. He logged one shot attempt, four 
hits and a plus-1 rating in a team-high 21:25 of ice time. Brett 
Pesce missed some practice time the week prior, but he 
equaled a single postseason game career high with two 
assists (both primary helpers) and led the team with 16:28 of 
5-on-5 ice time. 

"We know how good [Pesce] is. You're talking about an elite 
defender. Playoff hockey is all about limiting chances, and he 
does that as well as anyone," head coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "Slavin is in the same category. Those two guys are as 
good as they come, and they're huge parts of what we're 
doing." 

Premiere Event: Steven Lorentz, who was one of four Canes 
who made his Stanley Cup Playoffs debut in Game 1, tallied 
his first career NHL postseason point with the secondary 
assist on Teuvo Teravainen's opening goal. Nedeljkovic and 
Jake Bean, who won the Calder Cup with Lorentz in 
Charlotte in 2019, also made their Stanley Cup Playoffs 
debuts, as did Jani Hakanpaa. 

Feeling Right at Home: Capacity at PNC Arena increased to 
12,000 for the beginning of the postseason, and the building 
was rocking for Game 1. 

"It was electric. That's why you play," Brind"Amour said. "You 
kind of forgot about it because you haven't had it for so long. 
I think the guys were just like, 'Wow.' I think the people just 
needed something to cheer about. We had a year-and-a-half 
worth of just junk thrown at everybody. They let it all out last 
night. That's what it felt like." 

Since the start of the 2006 playoffs and excluding the 2020 
neutral-site postseason, the Canes are 20-10 at home in the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs.
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Wolves clinch AHL Central Division, end season with big wins 

Despite COVID postponements, weird scheduling and an 
ever-changing roster, the Chicago Wolves came out on top 
of their division.  

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Final Record: 21-9-1-2 (45 points; 1st in Central Division; 3rd 
in AHL by points percentage) 

Goals/Game: 3.88 

Goals Against/Game: 2.96 

Shots/Game: 31.23 

Shots Against/Game: 31.15 

Power Play % (Rank): 24.8% (4th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 83.2% (9th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Phil Tomasino, Tommy Novak (32) 

Most Goals: David Cotton (14) 

Most Assists: Tommy Novak (24) 

Next Game: See you next season!  

(stats as of May 17, 2021) 

The first season of the Carolina Hurricanes’ affiliation with 
the Chicago Wolves ended about as successfully as one 
could have hoped, for a season shortened and delayed and 
generally made very bizarre by the ongoing pandemic 
situation.  

How weird was it? Hurricanes and Predators — now playoffs 
enemies — prospects playing together on one team, after 
the Milwaukee Admirals decided to sit out this season? 
Check. Players who would normally have been playing in 
their junior leagues, like Seth Jarvis and Jamieson Rees, 
getting crucial professional experience? Yep, got that too. 
The Hurricanes making a mid-season trade which resulted in 
sending a defenseman to the Wolves who just happened to 
be the younger brother of the Wolves’ head coach? Super 
weird, but it happened! 

The Wolves started off dominant before struggling with roster 
changes, significant game rescheduling and the challenges 
associated with pushing a young team through a very 
strange season. But head coach Ryan Warsofsky has a 
steadying presence, helping players young and old navigate 
the season and to right the ship whenever the team 
struggled.  

This season, Warsofsky emphasized the need to learn to be 
a professional to his young players. Whether it’s in-game, 

practice habits, conditioning, or general off-ice life, 
Warsofsky spoke all season long about the importance of 
developing young players. Development doesn’t stop as 
soon as a player steps off the ice and puts the stick down, 
and Warsofsky makes sure that his players know that.  

As a team whose goal is to send players to the NHL, the 
Wolves had a successful season. For the Hurricanes, 
forwards Morgan Geekie, Sheldon Rempal and Drew Shore 
and defensemen Joakim Ryan and Joey Keane all saw NHL 
time. (And, of course, even Petr Mrazek suited up for the 
Wolves before returning to the NHL after an injury.) For 
Nashville, the Predators used defensemen Frederic Allard, 
Alexandre Carrier, Jeremy Davies, Rem Pitlick and Cole 
Smith, and forwards Tanner Jeannot and Sean Malone.  

Game 31: Wolves 7, Griffins 0 

After stumbling over a few chances to clinch the Central 
Division title, the Wolves finally clinched against the Grand 
Rapids Griffins, and they did it in epic fashion. David Cotton, 
who stepped up big in terms of offense as the season went 
on, recorded his first professional hat trick en route to a 7-0 
win over Grand Rapids. Cotton’s 21 points this season place 
him 13th in scoring among all AHL rookies. First year 
goaltender Beck Warm, whose strong performance at the 
beginning of the season earned him an NHL contract with 
the Hurricanes, recorded his second shut-out of the season. 
This marks the fourth time in five seasons that the Wolves 
have won their division.  

David Cotton, 3 G, 1 A; Sean Malone, 1 G 2 A; Sheldon 
Rempal, 1 G 1 A; Frederic Allard, 1 G; Max Lajoie, 1 G, Phil 
Tomasino, 2 A; Zach Solow, 1 A; Joey Keane, 1 A; David 
Warsofsky, 1 A; Anthony Richard, 1 A; Tommy Novak, 1 A;  

In net: Beck Warm, saved 35 of 35, 1.000 Sv% 

Game 32: Wolves 1, IceHogs 4 

The post-division-clinching malaise is real; in a game which 
had absolutely no meaning for either team, the Wolves 
struggled to break through, allowing four goals before 
Wolves leading scorer Tommy Novak got on the board at the 
end of the third period. IceHogs goaltender Matt Tomkins 
had an excellent night, stopping 36 of 37 shots. 

Scoring: Tommy Novak, 1 G; Brandon Hickey, 1 A; Luke 
Evangelista, 1 A 

In net: Beck Warm, saved 20 of 24, 0.833 Sv% 

Game 33: Wolves 3, IceHogs 1 

The Wolves ended their season on a high note, coming out 
strong against the Rockford IceHogs for one last time. The 
team recorded their eighth win in 11 matches against 
Rockford this season. Warsofsky was pleased with the 
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compete level he saw from the team in this game as 
everyone worked hard to secure a win.  

Scoring: Jamieson Rees, 1 G 1 A; Sean Malone, 1 G; David 
Gust, 1 G; Marc Del Gaizo, 2 A; Tommy Novak, 2 A; Phil 
Tomasino, 1 A 

In net: Antoine Bibeau, saved 27 of 28, 0.964 Sv%

 

Nashville Predators vs Carolina Hurricanes Game Two Preview, Storm Advisory & 
Scoreboard Update 

After an electric game one in Raleigh, the Hurricanes look to 
put a stranglehold on the series tonight 

By Cody Hagan  

Monday night was a special night in Raleigh as the Carolina 
Hurricanes defeated the Nashville Predators 5-2 to take a 1-
0 series lead. PNC Arena saw around 12,000 rowdy Caniacs 
for the first time in 14 months and for one night, things felt 
normal again.  

Now it’s time to push past the emotions of Monday and focus 
in on tonight’s match-up where the Canes can put a 
stranglehold on the series by going up 2-0. Jordan Staal led 
the way Monday night with a solid performance by rookie 
goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic. The Predators will be fighting 
hard to take the series back to Nashville tied at 1-1 so the 
Hurricanes must come out ready to play.  

Vital Stats 

Category Carolina Nashville 

Head-to-Head 6-2-0 2-5-1 

Total Goals For 24 17 

Shots For per 
Game 

30.3 29 

Total Goals 
Against 

17 24 

Shots Against per 
Game 

29 30.3 

Leading Scorers Sebastian Aho (5-3-8) 
Ryan Johanson 
(2-2-4) 

cont. 
Vincent Trocheck (3-5-
8) 

Mattias Ekholm 
(1-3-4) 

cont. 
--------------------------------
------------------- 

Dante Fabbro 
(0-4-4) 

PP 34.6% 11.1% 

PK 88.9% 65.4% 

Category Carolina Nashville 

FOW% 52.1% 47.9% 

Penalties 33 31 

Hits 162 185 

Giveaways 71 64 

Takeaways 40 31 

Blocks 94 114 

Goaltender #1 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Juuse Saros 

Record 15-5-3 21-11-1 

Save % 0.932 .927 

GAA 1.9 2.28 

Goaltender #2 

Category James Reimer Pekka Rinne 

Record 15-5-2 10-12-1 

Save % .906 .907 

GAA 2.66 2.84 

Game Notes 

 Monday night’s game was the first game with more 
than 10k fans at PNC Arena since Feb. 28, 2020. 
Let’s just take a second and appreciate how 
fortunate we all are to be back to some level or 
normalcy.  

 Jordan Staal scored two goals in a playoff game on 
Monday for the first time since 2012 when he 
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scored a hat trick during a 10-3 victory by the 
Penguins over the Flyers.  

 Steven Lorentz recorded an assist Monday, 
becoming the fifth player in team history to earn an 
assist in his playoff debut and the first to accomplish 
the feat since Lucas Wallmark tallied two assists in 
Game 1 of the Eastern Conference First Round at 
Washington on April, 11, 2019.  

 Alex Nedeljkovic’s playoff debut went quite well for 
the rookie goaltender as he made 22 saves on 24 
shots to become only the second rookie goaltender 

to win a playoff game for the Hurricanes. You may 
remember the other guy to achieve this feat.  

 Sebastian Aho needs just three more playoff points 
to become the fifth highest playoff point producer in 
Hurricanes history.  

 While the Hurricanes power play was tremendous in 
the regular season it looked not so great on Monday 
going 0-4. The Canes will want to get this going 
tonight as they look to build momentum with the 
extra man.

 

 

 

 

Morrisville man’s skate work keeps NHL players razor-sharp  

By Todd Gibson  

MORRISVILLE, N.C. (WNCN) – Andy Scoggins has a knack 
for turning a cold hunk of steel into a piece of art that can 
bring thousands to their feet. He does so from his small shop 
in Morrisville. 

“We’re really different in the aspect that we set up steel for 
NHL teams,” Scoggins said. 

Scoggins makes hockey blades for players around the NHL. 
Each player has a profile or hollow unique to his skill set. 
Scoggins then sets up the blade to fit the player. 

“What that does is it allows that skater to maximize each and 
every stride,” Scoggins said. 

Players tend to be very particular when it comes to their 
skates.  

“It’s their livelihood,” said Carolina Hurricanes head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour. “When you’re at this level, every little 
edge, every little nick you feel, it can throw you off. And if it 
throws you off, that’s the difference.” 

For that reason, Scoggins doesn’t use just any steel. 

“Think of high end chef knives. It’s the same steel,” Scoggins 
said. 

Still, even good steel can break. And when it does, it’s 
important to get the player back on the ice as fast as 
possible. 

“Everyone has the quick-release holders so you can pop the 
steel out really quick,” Scoggins said. “They can literally snap 
it out and snap it back in, and a guy doesn’t miss a shift.” 

In years past, he would have had to go back to the locker 
room. Times have changed, and Scoggins is proud to be a 
part of the new technology driving the game. 

“We were watching the game the next day,” Scoggins said. “I 
pointed at my fiancée and said, ‘Hey, does that name look 
familiar?’ And she said, ‘Yeah, why?’ And I was, ‘Because it 
was on our kitchen table last night.” 

From the kitchen table to Sidney Crosby’s feet, an innovator 
in the Triangle is quietly making a difference. 

“The players probably don’t know us from Sam, and that’s 
fine,” Scoggins said. “I’d rather see the work than get the 
accolades for it.”

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251498938.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251499783.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article251498853.html 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/playoff-hockey-energy-back-in-raleigh/c-324801382 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/game-2-preview-nashville-predators-carolina-hurricanes/c-324806460 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/18/22442665/chicago-wolves-clinch-ahl-central-division-end-season-with-big-wins 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/19/22443229/nashville-predators-vs-carolina-hurricanes-game-two-preview-storm-advisory-scoreboard-
update-playoff 

https://www.cbs17.com/sports/morrisville-man-skate-work-keeps-nhl-players-razor-sharp/ 
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Start to finish, Hurricanes’ fourth line helped key Game 1 victory over the 
Predators 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 18, 2021 03:00 PM 

  

Steven Lorentz wasn’t sure a few months ago how this hockey season 
might unfold for him, but he probably didn’t dream of this: taking the 
opening draw for the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 1 of the 2021 Stanley 
Cup playoffs. 

But there he was Monday, facing off at center ice against Colton Sissons 
of the Nashville Predators, with 12,000 Canes fans on their feet and 
roaring, and PNC Arena rumbling. 

When Nashville coach John Hynes elected to send out his fourth line to 
start Game 1, the Canes’ Rod Brind’Amour, with the last change at 
home, did the same. It was Lorentz at center, with Jordan Martinook and 
Brock McGinn on his wings. 

“This time of the year you need all hands on deck,” Brind’Amour said 
Tuesday. “The reason is, the other team has four lines that can play. You 
get to this point and everyone is good. There’s no weaknesses. They’re 
playing all their guys if they can and they’re effective, and you need to 
have the same, otherwise it’s way too taxing on everybody if you’re 
running guys’ minutes way up.” 

Lorentz won the opening draw. Barely 20 seconds into the first shift, 
McGinn got in a hit on Predators defenseman Ryan Ellis. A few moments 
later, Martinook hit Luke Kunin. Game on. 

Fourth lines don’t always win hockey games but they can lose them. In 
the Canes’ 5-2 victory in Game 1, Lorentz, Martinook and McGinn were 
credited with 15 of the Canes’ 56 hits — seven by Martinook. Lorentz 
earned his first career Stanley Cup playoff point with an assist on Teuvo 
Teravainen’s first-period goal. 

“They were effective.” Brind’Amour said. “That’s what we’re going to have 
to have if we want to be successful.” 

Lorentz made his NHL debut for the Canes and played 45 games in his 
rookie season. While still youthful in appearance, he’s 25. He’s a solid 6-
foot-4, 206-pounder who has some thump in his game and a willingness 
to use it. So, too, McGinn and Martinook, and with the experience to go 
with it. 

Lorentz also is player who understands his role as a fourth-line guy and 
what Brind’Amour wants and the Canes need. 

“We’re not expected to go out and put up two or three points a night,” 
Lorentz recently said. “Our job basically is to keep it simple and just 
create energy and give our top-six or top-nine guys a rest. When we go 
out there, we know we have to play responsibly and really make sure that 
we’re taking care of our own end and being on the D-side of pucks.” 

McGinn missed the last 19 games of the regular season with an upper-
body injury and Martinook was kept out of nine of the last 10 by a lower-
body issue. But both were in the lineup for the start of the biggest games 
of the season, McGinn playing almost 14 minutes in his first game since 
April 4 against Dallas. 

“I thought Brock had a really good game, very noticeable considering 
he’s been out for quite a while,” Brind’Amour said. “But I think that was 
the key, everybody contributed.” 

Brind’Amour switched up his top three lines during Game 1, moving 
Andrei Svechnikov to Sebastian Aho’s line with Teravainen. But the 
fourth line remained intact for the most part, and saw the ice a lot in the 
third period — Lorentz and McGinn each in for nine shifts, Martinook for 
eight in the period. 

Lorentz had a roughing penalty in the second period after putting 
Nashville’s Erik Haula into the wall. But the Canes’ penalty killers did not 
allow a shot and McGinn drew a holding penalty on the Preds’ Roman 
Josi soon after the penalty expired. 

The line that started the game for the Canes also ended it. The fourth line 
was on the ice in the final minute of regulation, taking in the last roars. 

But as Brind’Amour said, everyone did his part. All four lines, all six 
defenseman, and another rookie, goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, in net. 

And Canes fans. The listed attendance Monday was 12,000, but every 
seat seemed filled. The noise level was the same as a full house, a 
sense of togetherness and appreciation palpable. 

“That’s how it should feel,” Brind’Amour said, summing up the scene and 
his team’s play in five words. 
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What is Hurricanes “Warrior” Jaccob Slavin’s status for Game 2 against 
the Predators? 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

MAY 18, 2021 12:22 PM 

  

RALEIGH 

If the Carolina Hurricanes and their fans thought the will-he-or-won’t-he 
worries about whether Jaccob Slavin would play were behind them once 
they saw him on the ice Monday, they’ll have to think again. Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said Tuesday it may be that way for as long as 
the Hurricanes are alive in the playoffs, including Wednesday’s Game 2. 

“Slavin’s going to be dealing with something until probably we get 
finished,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s just the way it is. Hopefully he’s good to 
go, but he might be a game-time decision for a while yet.” 
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Brind’Amour admitted after Monday’s 5-2 win over the Nashville 
Predators that he still wasn’t sure that morning whether Slavin would play 
because of an undisclosed lower-body issue, but Slavin ended up playing 
more than 21 minutes and taking — and dealing — his share of hits. 

“He was a warrior tonight,” Brind’Amour said afterward. 

While Cedric Paquette remained out, Brock McGinn also returned from 
injury and played a very effective 13:57 for a very effective fourth line. 

“Brock’s more just rust,” Brind’Amour said. “He was fine. He’s pretty 
much over his injury. You would hope that wouldn’t come up at all 
moving forward.” 

ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT 

The Hurricanes managed to score five goals despite going 0-for-4 on the 
power play, no small achievement in a playoff opener. They had their 
chances, and Predators goalie Juuse Saros played very well, but it’s one 
area where there’s room for improvement in Game 2. 

The Hurricanes had six scoring chances on 15 shot attempts — seven on 
goal — on their four power plays, but only one high-danger chance per 
Natural Stat Trick. 

“We did have some good looks,” Brind’Amour said. “We’ve got to keep 
building on that. There’s areas where we’ve got to get better for sure. I 
liked some of it.” 

Unlike some postseasons past, when the power play was a known 
liability or at least not a known strength, the Hurricanes had the second-
ranked man-advantage in the NHL this season, converting at an 25.6 
percent clip, the best rate in franchise history. 

GOALIE CHOICE ‘NOT THAT DIFFICULT’ 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said the decision to start rookie Alex 
Nedeljkovic in goal over veteran Petr Mrazek was a relatively easy one. 
Nedeljkovic fought the puck at times early, but settled in to stop the last 
11 shots he faced over the final 31 minutes and change. 

“It really was not that difficult,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s earned the right to 
start. Yeah, Petr is our guy but he’s had a lot of time off. Not that I was 
questioning whether or not he could do it, but it gave Ned an opportunity. 
It felt like he earned the start.” 

Mrazek did make one glove save: Of a deflected puck that flew into the 
Hurricanes’ bench. 

Nedeljkovic became the first rookie goalie in franchise history to win his 
postseason debut — Cam Ward, in 2006, lost in relief in his debut before 
winning his first start — stopping 22 of the 24 shots he faced. Filip 
Forsberg had an open look from the slot on Nashville’s first goal and the 
second, by former Hurricanes forward Erik Haula, took a deflection off 
Hurricanes defenseman Jani Hakanpaa in front. 

“He’s been doing that all year and tonight was no different,” Hurricanes 
captain Jordan Staal said. “I thought he did a great job of handling the 
puck when he needed to, making some big saves and slowing the game 
down when they were getting some zone time. He was solid all the way 
through.” 

UNHAPPY HOMECOMING 

Haula, who had 22 points in 41 games with the Hurricanes last season 
before they traded him away in the Vincent Trocheck deal, carried on a 
running argument with Martin Necas and was booed by the home fans 
every time he touched the puck in the latter half of the game, including 
during an intermission TV interview. 

“I don’t know, I must be doing something right,” Haula said Monday night. 
“Honestly, it’s just awesome to have fans back in the building. That 
booing and yelling all these things, honestly, I love it.” 

Brind’Amour, on Tuesday, said he was all for it. 

“I think it’s great,” Brind’Amour said. “(Haula) can handle that. I think he 
likes that. It adds a little emotion when the fans get into it. It’s fine. It adds 
a little fun.” 

STAAL NOMINATED FOR KING CLANCY 

The Hurricanes nominated Staal for the NHL’s King Clancy Trophy, 
which goes to the player “who best exemplifies leadership qualities on 
and off the ice and has made a noteworthy humanitarian contribution in 
his community.” Ron Francis won the King Clancy with the Hurricanes in 
2002. Staal was also the Hurricanes’ nominee in 2017 and 2020 and Eric 
Staal was a multiple King Clancy nominee during his time with the 
Hurricanes. 

Jordan Staal was earlier this season nominated for the Masterton 
Trophy, which honors perseverance and dedication to hockey, by the 
Carolina chapter of the Professional Hockey Writers Association. He was 
an NHL finalist for that award in 2018. 

TAILWINDS 

Game 4 has been set for 2:30 p.m. in Nashville on NBCSN and Bally 
Sports South. ... Steven Lorentz became the ninth player in Hurricanes 
history (since relocation) to record a point in his playoff debut. … With the 
Chicago Wolves’ AHL season over, the Hurricanes on Monday recalled 
goalie Antoine Bibeau, defenseman Maxime Lajoie and forward Ryan 
Suzuki to practice with the team during the playoffs, the traditional “black 
aces.” Suzuki was the Hurricanes’ first-round pick in 2019. 
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How Canes captain Jordan Staal led the way to Game 1 victory over the 
Predators 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 18, 2021 07:26 AM 

  

In the Stanley Cup playoffs, games can be won with scintillating shots 
and sparking saves, with the game’s stars playing like stars. 

But more often that not, it’s more basic than that: Games become a test 
of wills. 

So it seemed Monday, as the Carolina Hurricanes and Nashville 
Predators faced off in Game 1 of their first-round series at PNC Arena. It 
was a gritty game, a tough game. The Canes were the home team and 
cheered on by 12,000 fans that goalie Alex Nedeljkovic said sounded like 
24,000, but the Predators were playing a strong road game, a solid 
playoff game, keeping it tight. 

It was 2-2 after two periods and something had to give. One team was 
going to force the other to a breaking point and gain a valuable first 
victory. One team would leave the ice dejected, feeling the weight of a 
playoff victory that could have been theirs but wasn’t. 

This night, the game belonged to Jordan Staal and the Hurricanes. In a 
season in which the Canes captain has often been at his best, played his 
1,000th career game, been voted by his teammates the Steve Chiasson 
Award as the Cane’ most inspirational player, there he was leading the 
way again Monday. 

“He’s our captain for a reason and sets the example on and off the ice,” 
Canes forward Nino Niederreiter said. “He won a Stanley Cup with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. He knows what to expect. He knows what to do. 
We definitely want to follow his lead.” 
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Staal, named the game’s first star, scored twice in the 5-2 victory and 
both were a blend of power and determination. 

On the first, Staal first won a draw in the neutral zone. Taking a pass 
from Brett Pesce, he split the Predators’ Mattias Ekholm and Roman Josi 
and took the puck almost to the goal line before lifting a heavy rising shot 
that sailed by goalie Juuse Saros’ head for a 2-1 lead in the second 
period. 

“Just finding a way to get to the net,” he said. 

Staal’s second goal was deflating for the Preds. Niederreiter had given 
the Canes a 3-2 lead in the third and the Canes were coming at the 
Preds in waves, shift after shift. 

Staal first won a puck battle with Ryan Ellis behind the Preds net with 
first-man pressure on the forecheck. Canes forward Warren Foegele 
grabbed the puck for a quick shot on net that Saros stopped, but Staal 
corraled the rebound in the low slot, turned and zipped a low shot 
through Saros’ pads. 

“He was great,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “You saw it again. 
It’s just what he does. He plays hard every shift. Whatever the situation 
is, you count on him.” 

In the first period, with both team trying to set a physical tone — the 
Preds the aggressors, the Canes answering hit for hit — Staal made the 
kind of play on the penalty kill the Canes count on. He rammed into the 
Preds’ Ryan Johansen along the boards in the Canes zone, separating 
Johansen from the puck. 

Johansen was irked, skating behind Staal as both went to their benches, 
yapping away. Staal ignored him, his job done. And the Canes got the 
job done, collectively. 

“There’s going to be tight matches,” Staal said. “It’s playoff hockey. 
You’ve got to be comfortable in those situations and trust in your game 
and not deviate from that. 

“I thought for the most part throughout the whole game we did a good job 
of that. You could tell towards the end that we were starting to take over 
the game.” 

The Canes, at least in Game 1, had won the test of wills. 

“The guys were grinding,” Staal said. “We were comfortable being in an 
uncomfortable situation. We kept at our game. We kept doing what we 
want to do. It ended up paying off for us.” 
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Nashville Predators' struggles vs. Carolina Hurricanes highlights a 2-
year-old problem 

 

Gentry Estes   | Nashville Tennessean 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour seemed 
in good spirits Tuesday morning, about like you’d expect. 

Two thumbs up, mostly, for Game 1 against the Nashville Predators. He 
gave high marks to a rollicking home crowd, his own team in general and 
also his 25-year-old goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic, who’d won his first 
Stanley Cup Playoff game. 

“He didn’t have to work tremendously hard,” said Brind’Amour, “which 
was great.” 

Harsh. But not off base. 

After the Canes’ 5-2 victory, it was reflected, too, in what Preds coach 
John Hynes – less cheerful than his Carolina counterpart – was saying 
as he reflected and turned attention to Wednesday night’s Game 2. 

Basically, Hynes surmised, “The main group here needs to be better." 

“Players that we count on every single game here, there needs to be an 
elevation in their game. … That’s how you win in the playoffs. Those 
guys have to be able to produce.” 

He didn’t name names, but really, he didn’t have to. We’ve heard plenty 
about the underachieving forwards on this team. Hynes’ point was the 
same one general manager David Poile has been making for a couple of 
seasons now: The Preds need their best forwards to step up and start 
playing and scoring like their best forwards. 

That wait has been lengthy and fruitless. It’s to a point now where I have 
to ask: Who exactly are the Preds’ best forwards? 

Calle Jarnkrok and Mikael Granlund tied for the team lead with 13 goals. 
Meanwhile, the Canes had six players score at least 14 goals in their 56 
games. 

Injuries did limit numbers for many Preds players, but the point remains 
that their most productive forwards are still not their highest-paid 
forwards. 

Even as this team was able to successfully turn things around and 
scramble into the playoffs, the Preds still finished the regular season 
22nd in the NHL in goals per game. 

“If scoring by committee is what it takes, that’s been good for us to make 
the playoffs,” Poile said last week. “But you know in the playoffs, there’s 
always going to be somebody that scores more goals at a higher rate 
than they did in the regular season. And you’ve got to have your top 
players pitch in there. … We’re going to have to push the envelope to 
create more offense, because we’re up against one of the best offensive 
teams in the league (in Carolina)." 

And yet, the Preds’ lack of consistent offensive firepower carried 
Monday’s defeat into a familiar place with familiar talking points. 

In Game 1, Matt Duchene ($8 million salary) received 10:38 of ice time 
compared to 20:55 for Granlund and 16:40 for a banged-up Viktor 
Arvidsson. Ryan Johansen ($8 million) was criticized Tuesday by Hynes, 
who said his “level of intensity needs to be better for 60 minutes.” 

And while Filip Forsberg ($6 million) scored a brilliant goal in the first 
period, he ended the game with only one other shot on goal. 

Against a Carolina team with few weaknesses, an inexperienced goalie 
like Nedeljkovic could have been a rare spot for the Preds to seize an 
advantage. Didn’t happen, though. They finished with only 24 shots to 
the Hurricanes’ 38. 

Of those 24, a dozen were by defensemen. The only Preds to log more 
than two shots on goal were both defensemen: Mattias Ekholm (four) and 
Ryan Ellis (three). 

The Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov (eight shots) and Sebastian Aho (seven) 
combined for more shots on goal than all the Preds’ forwards combined. 

That's not good enough in many games. It surely wasn’t good enough for 
the Preds on Monday. And it’s not going to be good enough as this 
playoff series continues against the favored Canes, who have the look of 
a comfortable and confident team with no reason after Game 1 to feel 
otherwise. 
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Nashville Predators defenseman Mattias Ekholm: 'We have another level' 

 

PAUL SKRBINA   | Nashville Tennessean 

 

Working hard, in and of itself, will hardly work for the Nashville Predators. 

Not against the Central Division champion Carolina Hurricanes, against 
whom the Predators have their work cut out for them in their first-round 
series. 

But they knew that going in. They knew that, after working so hard for so 
long just to make the playoffs, hard work and grit alone wasn't going to 
be enough. 

The Predators will have to work smarter and harder if they are to have a 
chance against the Hurricanes, who had the third-best record in the 
league.  

"There's a lot of performances within our lineup that need to be better 
from (Monday) night," coach John Hynes said Tuesday, a day after his 
team's 5-2 loss in Game 1. "We've thought a lot about lineup changes 
and who's in and who's out, but there are lots of players that are in the 
lineup that don't really ever come out and they need to be better." 

And that's nothing new. Shuffling the lineup — say, adding Eeli Tolvanen 
to the mix to help boost a sagging power play or splitting up Roman Josi 
and Ryan Ellis on defense — probably will matter little if the big players 
don't play big. 

Ryan Johansen and Matt Duchene both make $8 million a year. Neither 
has produced consistently during the past two seasons.  

That's one part of the formula the Predators will need to follow. 

After playing two months of "playoff" hockey just to get to the playoffs, 
though, they will need to turn the dial up yet again if they are to survive 
this series, let alone another two months. 

"We have another level than we showed (Monday)," defenseman Mattias 
Ekholm said. "We know we need to be better. You're always saying 
there's more to it; there's another level we can get to and we're preparing 
to show that." 

That can be done, Ekholm said, by paying attention to details — all of 
them. Being first to pucks, reading plays, things like that. 

"You see the small details of every little bounce, every little battle," he 
said. "If you relax for just that split second, it can end up in the back of 
your net. You can't just take a second off or leave your guy for a second. 
You always have to be on your game. Every moment is huge. ... Respect 
those little moments; they can make a huge difference in the end." 

An end the team and its general manager, David Poile, hope not to reach 
too soon. 

Poile, his team in the midst of a rebirth, decided against selling at the 
trade deadline, following his heart and his gut rather than his head. 

The gamble paid off with a playoff berth. Now the stakes are raised. 

All of which means the Predators must play their hand to perfection or 
another first-round knockout will be imminent. 
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Nashville Predators earn double TV ratings for Stanley Cup playoff game 
against Carolina 

 

MIKE ORGAN   | Nashville Tennessean 

 

Monday night's Nashville Predators-Carolina Hurricanes game in the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs earned a combined 4.5 local television rating, 
according to WTVF-5 senior programming director Mark Binda. 

That means 49,604 Nashville households tuned into Bally Sports South 
and CNBC to see Carolina claim a 5-2 win in the first game of the best-
of-seven series, which was played in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

That rating is about twice as a high as an average Predators regular-
season game. 

Game 2 is Wednesday at 7 p.m. also in Raleigh on CNBC and Bally 
Sports South. 

Game 3 on Friday will move to Bridgestone Arena at 6 p.m. and be on 
the USA Network and Bally Sports South and Game 4, also at 
Bridgestone Arena, will be Sunday at 1:30 p.m. on NBC Sports and Bally 
Sports South. 
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Nashville is only U.S. city on SportsPro’s 'Seven sports event 
destinations to watch' 

 

MIKE ORGAN   | Nashville Tennessean 

 

The manner in which Nashville has become a magnet for top sports 
events has the city being recognized on a global scale. 

Nashville is the only U.S. city on SportsPro’s recently released list of 
“Seven sports event destinations to watch.” 

What got Nashville on the list? 

How about the SEC men's basketball tournament, a future NASCAR Cup 
Series race, the IndyCar Music City Grand Prix, the past NFL Draft and 
the NASCAR Awards Show. 

The other top destinations were Budapest, Hungary; Santiago, Chile; 
Senegal; Glasgow, Scotland; Indonesia and Saudi Arabia. 

"Music City is making all the right noises when it comes to attracting 
sports," according to the story. "Nashville has made a concerted push to 
add major sporting events to an annual calendar long built on thriving 
scenes for music, arts and culture." 

The story also pointed out Nashville was named by Sports Business 
Journal as America’s best sports city in 2019. 

The recognition is another feather in the cap of Nashville Convention & 
Visitors Corp president and CEO Butch Spyridon, who has spent 30 
years helping the city expand its sports landscape. 

“It is extremely rewarding to be recognized on a global level for 
Nashville's collaborative efforts to recruit sporting events," Spyridon said. 
"This validation is further motivation to raise the bar.” 

While one NASCAR Cup Series race (Ally 400) already is coming June 
20 to Nashville Superspeedway, the story also pointed out a second 
could be on its way if a deal between Nashville Fairgrounds Speedway 
and Bristol Motor Speedway gets worked out. 

Fans flock to Sounds games 
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Average attendance at First Horizon Park for the first three Sounds 
games after COVID-19 restrictions were lifted on May 14 was 10,155. 
Capacity is listed at 10,000. 

The first two games against the Memphis Redbirds were sellouts, while 
attendance for the third was 8,993. 

Along with being allowed to have full capacity, face coverings were no 
longer required at the park, and the buffer zones, which prevented fans 
from sitting in the majority of the first two rows, were lifted. 

Capacity for the first two home games earlier last week was restricted to 
40%. 

Hometown Heroes are back  

The Sounds announced Monday the return of the Hometown Hero 
program presented by Middle Tennessee State's Charlie and Hazel 
Daniels Veterans and Military Family Center. 

At select home games, veterans, active members of the armed forces, 
paramedics, emergency medical technicians, police officers and 
firefighters will be honored. 

Nominations for heroes are being accepted at nashvillesounds.com. 

Nominees must be, or have been, a member of the Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps, Air Force or Coast Guard, or be a paramedic, emergency medical 
technician, police officer or firefighter. 

Selected heroes will receive complimentary tickets to a Sounds game 
and be recognized on the guitar scoreboard during a special in-between 
inning feature. 

The Sounds also are offering military family ticket discounts for all home 
games based on availability. 

For tickets, call 615-690-4487 visit milb.com/nashville/tickets or e-mail 
tickets@nashvillesounds.com. 

Vandy's Luke Kornet starting for the Celtics 

Former Vanderbilt star Luke Kornet has moved into a starting role for the 
Boston Celtics. 

Kornet was traded from Chicago on March 26 and had been coming off 
the bench before Tristan Thompson and Robert Williams both suffered 
injuries that took them out of the lineup. 

In his second start last Sunday against New York Kornet recorded three 
blocked shots giving him a total of 10 blocks over three games. 

Oakland's first girls basketball coach Ben Cates dies 

Ben Cates, the first girls basketball coach at Oakland, died on May 15. 
He was 76. 

Cates spent 14 years at Oakland before retiring after the 1986 season. 
His career record was 331-175. He is a member of the Oakland 
Basketball Hall of Fame. 

After his coaching career, Cates served as founding director of 
Rutherford County Recreation through 2018. 

In high school in the early 1960s, Cates was a standout at Kittrell High 
School.  

After graduating from MTSU, he began his career coaching at Kittrell, 
where he remained until Oakland opened. 

Ryan Hunt makes first hire as Cumberland baseball coach 

New Cumberland baseball coach Ryan Hunt made his first hire by adding 
Brett Neffendorf to his staff as pitching coach. Hunt replaced his father 
Woody, who had been at Cumberland since 1982, at the end of the 
regular season. 

Neffendorf, a Beaverton, Oregon native, spent the last five seasons as 
pitching coach and recruiting coordinator at Campbellsville.    

"Brett has a very good reputation of developing guys and getting every bit 
of potential out of his pitchers," Hunt said. 

Neffendorf also serves as an associate scout for the Atlanta Braves. 

Austin Peay's record-breaking Head earns player of the week honors 

Austin Peay first baseman Bobby Head's record-breaking hitting 
performance against Jacksonville State last week earned him one of 
Collegiate Baseball's eight national player of the week honors and the 
Ohio Valley Conference player of the week honor. 

The 6-foot-6 junior from Winter Garden, Florida, had 11 hits in the three 
games, making him only the third Austin Peay player since 1996 to have 
more than 10 hits in a series. 

He batted .786 (11-for-14) with four doubles, two home runs, three RBIs 
and six runs scored. 

South Alabama's Pettway transfers to Tennessee Tech 

John Pettway, a 6-foot-3 redshirt senior from Safford, Alabama, has 
transferred from South Alabama to Tennessee Tech. 

Pettway, a guard, started in 25 games this past season and averaged 
10.7 points and 3.9 rebounds. 

He helped lead South Alabama to winning records in each of the last two 
seasons. 

Former Xavier forward Daniel Ramsey also transferred to Tech. He is a 
6-9 sophomore from Cordele, Georgia, who played in only two games 
during his two seasons due to injuries. 

Coach Forum lineup announced 

Last week the Coach Forum announced that former Tennessee 
defensive back Inky Johnson would serve as its featured speaker. 

This week the lineup was announced, and it includes veteran Florida 
women's soccer coach Becky Burleigh, former president of the Nashville 
Area Women's Soccer Association Molly Grisham, who is now a 
workshop facilitator, and author Brett Ledbetter, co-founder of the What 
Drives Winning Conference. 

The forum, which is from 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. July 14 at Rocketown, is 
sponsored by the Nashville Coaching Coalition and is designed for 
coaches and athletic administrators on all levels. 

Gallatin resident Chris Erwin earned co-medalist honors Monday at a 
U.S. Open qualifier event at Illini Country Club in Springfield, Illinois. 

Erwin tied with two other golfers at 3-under-par 68. 

The U.S. Open is June 17-20 at Torrey Pines. 

John Leverton from Hermitage failed to qualify after shooting 6-over. 

Bell Buckle races set for June 19 

This 26th annual Bell Buckle RC & MoonPie Festival 10-mile and 5K are 
set for June 19. 

Both races start at 7 a.m.  

For more information, visit bellbucklechamber.com/rc-cola-moonpie-
festival. 

Travis LeBlanc promoted on Austin Peay beach volleyball team 

Travis LeBlanc, who recently finished his fifth season as an assistant 
coach with Austin Peay’s indoor and beach volleyball programs, was 
promoted to associate head coach. 

LeBlanc and head coach Taylor Mott led the Governors to their first Ohio 
Valley Conference tournament title this season. 
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The American Volleyball Coaches Association recently named LeBlanc 
to its "Thirty Under 30" list, which recognizes up-and-coming beach 
coaching talent at all levels of the sport. 
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If this wasn't enough for Nashville Predators, what will be against 
Carolina Hurricanes?  

 

GENTRY ESTES   | Nashville Tennessean 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Blame those lineup choices if you want to, Nashville 
Predators fans. 

I know you want to. 

It's alluring to think it's that simple. Because if it’s that simple, then the 
cause of Monday night’s 5-2 loss to the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 1 
can be quickly corrected. 

Maybe it’ll be as easy as sliding Eeli Tolvanen or Nick Cousins or Rocco 
Grimaldi or Dante Fabbro or Matt Benning back onto the ice to tilt this 
series the other direction. 

John Hynes – and all of Smashvlle – should hope that's the case. They 
should hope that the lineup was the problem. 

But he doesn’t think it was. For that matter, neither do I. 

"Guys, look, we came in and it's 2-2 going into the third period,” Hynes 
told reporters when pressed after the game. "You have to make lineup 
decisions. ... We were physical. It was hard. It was a hard-fought game. 
It's 2-2 going into the third period. … 

"We can talk all about the lineup all we want, but we played physical. We 
played hard. It was a competitive game. We didn't find a way to win.” 

He’s right. The Preds weren’t awful. They really did play physically and 
hard – but they didn’t do either of those things better than the opponent. 
As an intense game slogged along with 12,000 Caniacs howling, the 
Hurricanes were able to wear down the Preds, physically and mentally. 
They imposed their will. They pushed and pressured the Preds into 
mistakes and then pounced when they happened, which is what Stanley 
Cup contenders do in the playoffs. 

Which leads me to the part that can’t be explained away conveniently: 

The Canes were just better. 

More difficult to solve that one. Before Monday night's game, the 
jumbotron at PNC Arena showed a tale of the tape matching the teams' 
stats this season in power play, penalty kill, faceoffs, goals and goals 
against. The Canes were better in all five. 

So it was hardly a shock that a heavy favorite would win Game 1 at 
home. It’s just the way it transpired didn't inspire confidence that the 
Preds are going to find a way to win four times against a superior foe. 

While I didn’t entirely agree with Hynes’ lineup decisions Monday night, I 
understood them. The Preds spent the past few days talking about grit 
and toughness. Using Mathieu Olivier and Erik Gudbranson spoke to 
that. Hynes wanted size, stacking physicality at the expense of skill. 

This might not have been the Preds’ best strategy. But Hynes thought it 
was, which was telling. It wasn’t something a coach does in an equal 
matchup. An overly defensive approach seemed more like a bid to try to 
steal one. 

Except the Canes were too good for that. They were more skilled and 
proved to be more physical, too. They had more shots on goal in every 
period, ending up with a 38-24 edge. They also were credited with 56 hits 
to the Preds’ 49 despite being on the offensive end more often. 

"Part of the playoffs is just doing it harder for longer,” Hynes said. “I 
thought we had stretches where we did it in the game, and they had 
more stretches." 

If you can’t outmuscle the Canes and you can’t outmaneuver them, then 
what can you do to beat them? 

That's a tough question for the Preds entering Game 2. The fear after 
Monday night is that their best shot simply won't be enough. 

The Preds threw their punches, but the Canes punched back with 
authority. They didn’t bully the Preds, but they won this game more than 
the Preds lost it. 

Not to say the Preds were perfect. They weren't. They’ll have to be a lot 
closer to it, though, to get past these Canes. And I’m not sure that’s a 
level they have in them. 

They can improve, sure. They can do more offensively and be cleaner 
with sloppy penalties. But how much harder can they play for 60 
minutes? How much more physical can they be? 

It’s the tough-guy traits that have formed the Preds’ identity under Hynes 
during this odd, turnaround season. Can’t be surprised that he’d opt to 
lean that way in the season’s most important game to date. 

It didn’t work. 

But against these Canes, what will? 
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Nashville Predators need more than 'grit' to get it done against Carolina 
Hurricanes 

 

PAUL SKRBINA   | Nashville Tennessean 

 

Roman Josi paused while trying to sum up the Nashville Predators' 
identity going into the postseason. 

"One word?" the Predators defenseman asked Monday before his team's 
5-2 Game 1 loss against the Hurricanes in their opening-round series. 

Then it came to him.  

"I don't know, 'grit,' " he continued. "The way we played down the stretch, 
we played with a lot of grit ... coming back from the position we were." 

Colton Sissons used the same word. 

Perhaps "underdog" or something of that ilk would have been more 
apropos.  

Then again, the season appeared all but over for the Predators as 
February leaned into March, when their chances of making the playoffs 
were more closely related to none than to slim. Still, the team found its 
way, improbably, to mid-May and Raleigh, North Carolina. 

So grit it is. 

"We need to find a way to come out of this better," Josi said back then. 

The Predators did. Going from 11-16-1 on March 13 to finish 31-23-2 and 
winning 20 of their final 28 games. 
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"Grit" was enough to get the Predators into the postseason. 

That and Juuse Saros. 

But the Predators likely will need more than grit and great goaltending to 
move past the first round against one of the best teams in the league. 

One of the last ones in, the Predators are trying to avoid becoming one of 
the first teams out. They're fighting the odds again, against the team with 
the third-best record in the NHL. Moneypuck.com gave the Predators a 
35.3% chance of beating the Hurricanes and a 1.2% chance of winning it 
all. That was before they were outmatched by a better team. 

Continuing their rally in Raleigh is the Predators' plan. How that works 
out remains to be seen. 

"It's been kind of a crazy season for us, with the start we had," Josi said. 
"Looking back, the turnaround we had ... we've been talking about this a 
lot. We've been kind of playing playoff hockey, fighting for our playoff 
lives for about 15 games ... a lot of must-win games. We've had that 
playoff intensity and hopefully we can continue that into the playoffs." 

Filip Forsberg followed that directive Monday when he deposited a 
beauty of a pass from Ryan Johansen into Carolina's net, then sprouted 
a smile as he appeared to shout some words of celebration — "that's for 
you, baby" according to amateur lip-readers —  at the home crowd with 7 
minutes, 46 seconds left in the first. But the lead was soon erased thanks 
to a Teuvo Teravainen tip with 6:19 left in the period. 

Jordan Staal scored the first of his two goals with three seconds left on a 
four-on-four 4:19 into the second for a 2-1 Carolina lead. 

The team that won 20 of its 28 games suddenly found itself outmatched. 

Yet the Predators still managed to give themselves a shot going into the 
third period tied 2-2. 

GAME 1 HIGHLIGHTS: Nashville Predators vs. Carolina Hurricanes 
Video highlights from Game 1 

GOOD GOALIES: Pekka Rinne, Juuse Saros and a Predators playoff run 
to savor 

ESTES: Hurricane warnings in Raleigh, where Predators arrive as an 
afterthought  

"They were the better team in the third and they deserved to win tonight," 
said Erik Haula, a former Hurricane who scored a goal and was 
showered with boos. 

One thing is almost certain: The Predators, one way or another, will get 
what they deserve — and earn — against the Hurricanes. 

Some were quick to point to those who didn't play Monday — see: Eeli 
Tolvanen, Nick Cousins, Dante Fabbro, et al. — than those who did.  

Coach John Hynes was second-guessed for his lineup decisions, 
perhaps with some shreds of validity. 

Some names could change Wednesday, some might not. 

"We'll see," Hynes said. "We have to evaluate the game and evaluate our 
players and continue to move forward from there." 

The odds against the Predators, though, are something they'll have to 
continue to fight. 

After all, that's what they've earned. 
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Why did the Predators scratch Eeli Tolvanen and Dante Fabbro in Game 
1 against the Hurricanes? 

 

By Adam Vingan  

May 18, 2021  

 

Viktor Arvidsson, who missed the final five games of the regular season, 
returned Monday in the Predators’ Game 1 loss to the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

When coach John Hynes spoke to reporters in the morning, he said he 
had not decided who would be coming out of the lineup for Arvidsson, but 
the answer seemed obvious. Hynes openly discussed the possibility of 
sitting Eeli Tolvanen in the lead-up to the series, which he did Monday. 

“(He) hasn’t been at the same level he was prior to the (lower-body) 
injury,” Hynes said last week. “You never fault (Tolvanen’s) effort. You 
never fault his competitive nature. You never fault him coming in and 
doing the right things, but I think five-on-five and on the power play, (he) 
hasn’t (had) the same level of impact that he (did) prior to that. He’s 
working at that, and we’re trying to help him through that to see if we can 
get some traction into his game.” 

Fans were incredulous, accusing Hynes of roster malpractice. 
Statistically, Tolvanen, who had 11 goals and 22 points this season, 
mostly maintained his pre-injury level of play after returning from a 
seven-game absence April 21. His shot output from the slot and inner 
slot at five-on-five was virtually the same, though his overall total per 
game dipped slightly. 

The biggest difference was that Tolvanen’s all-situations shooting 
percentage, which was 19.6 percent in 31 games before the injury, 
regressed to 7.1 percent over his final nine games. 

Tolvanen made his greatest impact on the power play, helping transform 
the Predators’ top unit into one of the most productive in the NHL. But not 
even he could have helped Monday as the Predators could barely enter 
the offensive zone against the Hurricanes’ excellent penalty kill. (Calle 
Jarnkrok replaced Tolvanen on the No. 1 unit with Filip Forsberg, Mikael 
Granlund, Ryan Johansen and Roman Josi.) 

Hynes loaded his lineup with beef Monday. For the first time this season, 
Tanner Jeannot, Mathieu Olivier, Colton Sissons and Yakov Trenin 
dressed in the same game. On defense, Ben Harpur and Erik 
Gudbranson made up the third pair, which had trouble with the 
Hurricanes’ speed. 

Dante Fabbro, who, like Tolvanen, missed time near the end of the 
regular season, was conspicuously absent. 

“Dante was off for quite a long time,” Hynes said. “(Fabbro and Tolvanen 
are) both great players, but I still think there needs to be another level to 
each one’s game. With Dante, (he needs to be) just a little bit quicker. 
He’s a very good puck mover, just quick puck decisions. Coming off the 
situation he was with the injury, you don’t get a lot of opportunities for 
battle situations or competitive situations in and around the net, like live 
game action. Both guys are real important to our team, but (I) feel like 
they each have another level here.” 

Before the series began, Hynes and Predators general manager David 
Poile stressed that the lineup would probably change from game to 
game. 

“My take on this, and what I think the messaging is to anybody who 
doesn’t dress in Game 1, is, ‘Please work hard. Be ready to go. This is a 
decision for one game,’” Poile said. “No guarantees on this, but I would 
say our lineup for Game 2 in Carolina will be different by two or three 
players. I just think that’s the type of year that it’s been. … I think it’s our 
depth that’s actually put us in the playoffs.” 
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The reality, though, is that the players who are counted on to lead the 
team have to be better. 

“We came in, and we had a lot of guys that have made cases for 
themselves to play,” Hynes said. “Obviously the group tonight didn’t get it 
done, so we have some guys that are not in the lineup that we know are 
ready to play and can really contribute.” 
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Preds reach deal to build ice center in Sumner County 

 

MICHAEL GALLAGHER  

MAY 18, 2021  

 

Ice hockey is finally coming to Sumner County. 

The Nashville Predators announced on Tuesday a partnership with the 
city of Gallatin, the city of Hendersonville and Sumner County to open a 
100,000-square-foot ice center at the 54-acre Goat Farm at the corner of 
Nashville Pike and Shute Lane. 

"As I've said before, the environment we've created in Antioch and 
Bellevue — and will create in Montgomery County — is something 
everyone in Smashville should be proud of, and we are thrilled to be able 
to bring that same enthusiasm for growing the game to Sumner County," 
Predators President and CEO Sean Henry said in a release. 

"Since we first opened Ford Ice Center Antioch in 2014, we've been able 
to see the benefits of our public-private partnerships come to life, from 
the economic impact to the growth of youth and adult hockey.” 

The new ice center, which will be partially funded by the NHL and 
NHLPA Industry Growth Fund, will feature two sheets of ice — complete 
with seats for up to 1,800 fans — as well as public and private locker 
rooms, a weight training room, a hockey pro shop and other amenities.  

With a target opening date of summer 2023, the new facility will be used 
in similar fashion to Ford Ice Bellevue and Ford Ice Antioch, which host 
on-ice events, local hockey tournaments, as well as continued 
development of community programs such as the learn-to-skate initiative, 
Scott Hamilton Skating Academy lessons, the Go Skate! Program and 
the Youth Hockey Diversity Program. 

Sumner County's two high school hockey teams — Pope John Paul II 
and Station Camp-Hendersonville-Beech — also are expected to practice 
at the new center. Previously, the schools were having to travel to either 
Centennial SportsPlex in Nashville or either of the Ford Ice Centers to 
practice and play games. 

"I am very excited about this state-of-the-art ice hockey facility and 
quality commercial development coming to Sumner County and the City 
of Gallatin," Sumner County Mayor Anthony Holt said. "This event center 
will create numerous opportunities for our young people and families that 
are passionate about this growing and vibrant sport. 

The new ice center is expected to be part of a multi-purpose 
development with an estimated 60,000 square feet retail and dining 
space, residential units, a four-story hotel and several other 
entertainment venues possibly being added by 2026. 

The Sumner County Commission voted on Monday 18-5 in favor of a 
concept plan to rezone the part of the development that is earmarked for 
the ice center.  

"We have been working with Randy Smith and the Predators for several 
years to bring ice here and I am incredibly excited to see it happening," 
Hendersonville Mayor Jamie Clary said. "Hundreds of Hendersonville 
residents have spent too much time driving to other ice facilities for too 
long, so for many reasons, this facility promises to improve the quality of 
life for many of our families." 
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After Game 1 loss, the Preds' problems run deeper than tweaking the 
lineup 

 

MICHAEL GALLAGHER  

MAY 18, 2021  

 

Nashville Predators head coach John Hynes deserves a lot of credit for 
the job he did in the final 28 games of the regular season to steer the 
Predators into the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Conversely, he deserves just as much criticism for what transpired on 
Monday night in Nashville’s 5-2 loss to the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC 
Arena. 

The lineup changes Hynes made — benching Eeli Tolvanen, Rocco 
Grimaldi, Nick Cousins and Dante Fabbro — were questionable at best. 
And his responses when reporters asked him to defend those lineup 
changes were met with noticeable annoyance. 

“We have to make lineup decisions," Hynes said. "We were physical and 
it was a hard-fought game. But it was 2-2 going into the third period and if 
you look at a couple of the goals, there are breakdowns in the goals.  

“One of them is a turnover. They come back in and it’s a D-zone goal. So 
when you look at those situations — we can talk about the lineup all we 
want — but we played physical, we played hard. It was a competitive 
game, but we didn’t find a way to win one. As we’ve gone all year long, it 
hasn’t been who’s in or who’s out. It’s been how we played and today we 
didn’t play well enough to win.” 

It was clear what Hynes was going for. However, he simply got 
outcoached and the Predators were outplayed. Frontloading the lines 
with physicality at the expense of speed wasn’t the worst idea, but it 
wasn't exactly a genius move either. 

Realistically, the Predators weren't going to win Game 1, regardless of 
what the lineup looked like. Carolina was far and away the better team 
and the numbers show that. 

The Hurricanes outshot the Predators 38-24, outhit them 56-49 and wore 
them down on the forecheck. Nashville reverted back to the team that 
regularly shot itself in the foot with penalties in the first 10-12 games of 
the regular season. 

Hynes and the players will tell you the lineup changes had nothing to do 
with the loss, and maybe they didn't. But the Predators were never going 
to even have a fighting chance against the Hurricanes, who scored the 
11th-most goals in the NHL and have the second-best power play in the 
league, without their third- and fourth-leading goal scorers (Tolvanen and 
Grimaldi). 

“We came in and we had a lot of guys who made cases for themselves to 
play,” Hynes said. “Obviously, the group tonight didn’t get it done, so we 
have some guys that are not in the lineup that we know are ready to play 
and really contribute; that’s all part of the process. We came in in Game 
1, we did some good things — a 2-2 tie game going into the third period 
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— but didn’t find a way to win it… We’ll evaluate the players tonight and 
then go from there.” 

To say the Predators’ power play struggled in Game 1 would be an 
understatement. It felt like watching a group of junior varsity basketball 
players who were thrust into the varsity starting lineup on a day’s notice. 
There was no organization, no timing, bad passing, and worst of all, no 
threat of scoring. 

Nashville was 0-for-3 on the power play. Sitting Tolvanen, who led the 
Predators in power play goals (six) and had the third-most power play 
points (12) on the team, didn’t help matters. Only three players in this 
series had more power play goals than Tolvanen this season, and they 
all play for Carolina. 

It’s also hard to follow the logic that led to Hynes benching Dante Fabbro, 
who totaled two goals and 12 points while averaging 19:18 of ice time in 
40 games, in favor of Erik Gudbranson, who played all of nine games 
with the team and had one point and averaged nearly two minutes less 
per game than Fabbro did. 

But perhaps Hynes learned his lesson. Maybe he saw the same thing we 
all saw Monday night: Nashville's best chance of making this series 
competitive is to play its best players. Hynes didn’t promise lineup 
changes for Game 2 Wednesday in Carolina, but he didn’t rule them out 
either. 

“Let’s see,” he stated. “We’ve got to evaluate the game and evaluate our 
players and continue to go forward from here.” 
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The Athletic / Preakness Stakes, Stanley Cup playoffs team up for 
another strong weekend for live sports TV viewership 

 

By Bill Shea May 18, 2021  

 

The drama around racehorse trainer Bob Baffert and Kentucky Derby 
winner Medina Spirit isn’t good for the sport, but it didn’t appear to harm 
subsequent TV ratings. 

Baltimore’s Preakness Stakes returned to its traditional May calendar 
spot at the second leg of the Triple Crown, and that return to normalcy 
helped the thoroughbred race enjoy 7 million viewers on NBC’s linear TV 
and streaming broadcast last Saturday. 

A peak of 8.6 million watched as Rombauer and jockey Flavien Prat won 
as an 11-1 longshot between 6:45 and 7 p.m. ET. Almost all of that 
number is television viewing rather than streaming. 

After all we’ve seen over the past 14 months, those are good numbers. 

Baffert-trained Medina Spirit, embroiled in Baffert’s latest doping 
controversy, and referred to by the recent former president as a “junky,” 
finished third. 

The overall average was the race’s best audience number since just 
under 8 million watched Justify win at Pimlico in 2018. And this year’s 
race easily topped last year’s Preakness, which averaged an abysmal 
2.4 million when it was run five months late, in October, and was the final 
Triple Crown leg — without a Triple Crown possibility in play — because 
of pandemic rescheduling. 

In a sign of a continued return to normalcy for live sports TV, this year’s 
Preakness also topped the 2019 race’s 5.4 million. The Kentucky Derby 
on May 1 also rebounded with an average of 14.5 million viewers, up 
from last September’s record-low 9.3 million. 

The top five TV markets for Saturday’s Preakness were Baltimore, Fort 
Myers, Louisville, West Palm Beach and Buffalo. 

The audience numbers are from NBC Sports via Nielsen and Adobe 
Analytics. 

There won’t be a Triple Crown winner this year, so the audience data for 
the Belmont Stakes on June 5 will be an interesting number to watch. 
Will the lack of a Triple Crown contender siphon eyeballs from the 
Belmont, which last year ended up as the first leg of the Triple Crown 
(run only two weeks late, in June)? It averaged 3.4 million linear and 
streaming in 2020. 

Belmont Stakes coverage begins at 3 p.m. June 5 on NBCSN, and the 
race itself airs that afternoon on NBC. 

NBC’s coverage of the Preakness led into its broadcast of the Boston 
Bruins-Washington Capitals opening game of the NHL Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. The game averaged 2.31 million on TV and streaming, the 
network said, making it the most-watched first-round Game 1 since 1995. 

NBC said the Caps’ 3-2 OT win also is the most-watched opening-round 
playoff game since 2.4 million watched Pittsburgh put up four third-period 
goals in a wild 8-5 win over Philadelphia in a first-round Game 6 in 2018. 

NBC and NBCSN’s regular-season broadcasts averaged 391,000 
viewers, which Sports Media Watch noted was down only 2 percent from 
2020’s average of 398,000 before the pandemic. That’s a good sign amid 
the ongoing (but softening) decline in live sports TV consumption, but the 
average is still the lowest in the network’s 15 years of broadcasting the 
NHL. 

The NBCSN “Wednesday Night Hockey” telecasts averaged 508,000 
viewers over 15 games this season, according to Sports Media Watch, 
and that’s a 15-percent improvement over the 441,000 average for 21 
games last season. 

On TV this week … 

NBA: TNT airs Tuesday’s first two play-in games, but the match-up with 
the potential for the most eyeballs is the second of ESPN’s play-in games 
on Wednesday. That, of course, is the Golden State Warriors at the Los 
Angeles Lakers. Lights-out Stephen Curry vs. LeBron James and his 
tender ankle trying to defend their NBA title. 

While that seems like a savory treat for basketball fans, the game airs at 
10 p.m. ET Wednesday on a weeknight. Will that peel off some 
viewership? Are fans burned out on LeBron and on the Warriors? We’ll 
know in a couple of days. 

The games are part of this season’s new playoff format that has the Nos. 
7-10 seeds in a play-in tournament. LeBron dislikes it, but others think it’s 
great. At least they’re not forced to play in the Orlando bubble anymore. 

The play-in schedule starts with two Eastern Conference games on TNT 
Tuesday: No. 10 Hornets at No. 9 Pacers at 6:30 p.m. and No. 8 Wizards 
at No. 7 Celtics at 9 p.m. The winner of the Washington-Boston game is 
in the playoffs as the East’s No. 7 seed. The loser plays the winner of 
Charlotte-Indiana for the No. 8 seed at 8 p.m. Thursday on TNT. (The 
losers of Hornets-Pacers and Thursday’s game are out.) 

ESPN has Wednesday’s Western Conference games: No. 10 Spurs at 
No. 9 Grizzlies at 7:30 p.m. and then the No. 8 Warriors at the No. 7 
Lakers at 10 p.m. Same deal there: The Golden State-L.A. winner is in as 
the West’s No. 7 seed, while the San Antonio-Memphis winner meets the 
Golden State-L.A. loser on Friday, time TBD, on ESPN for the final spot. 

The traditional playoff field begins Saturday and games air on both 
networks and their streaming partners. 

GOLF: NBC and ESPN will air live coverage this week of the PGA 
Championship from The Ocean Course at Kiawah Island, S.C. The event 
will have 50-percent in-person fan capacity, which is another positive 
sign that the pandemic is loosening its grip. Some sports fans have said 
they’ve watched less live TV because they dislike events with few or no 
fans. 

Last year’s tournament, won by Collin Morikawa at TPC Harding Park in 
San Francisco, averaged 5.15 million viewers for its final round on CBS, 
which was up 3 percent year over year, per Pro Sports Media. 
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This year’s PGA Championship returns to its normal May schedule 
(where it moved in 2019) after being pushed to August last year because 
of, you guessed it, the pandemic. 

ESPN will carry the first two rounds, and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. coverage on 
the weekend. CBS will carry the afternoon and evening live coverage of 
the final two rounds. 

NHL: The 16-team Stanley Cup playoffs are in full swing for the 7,000 
networks and streamers that carry the games. Just kidding, it’s NBC, 
NBCSN, USA, CNBC, and the NHL Network in the gosh-darn good ol’ 
US of A, and on Sportsnet, Sportsnet ONE, Sportsnet 360, CBC, FX, 
FXX and OMNI in the hockey-mad federal parliamentary constitutional 
monarchy known as Canada. Pucks and poutine, baby. It’s what’s for 
dinner. 

The Stanley Cup Finals times and dates are still TBD, but will end no 
later than July 15. They will air on NBC and NBCSN in the U.S. and 
Sportsnet and CBC in Canada. 

WNBA: The season kicked off last week, and 2020 No. 1 pick Sabrina 
Ionescu, who missed almost all of last season with a high-ankle sprain, 
made her Barclays Center debut memorable by hitting a game-winning 
triple. 

SABRINA FOR THE WIN. ICE COLD   
PIC.TWITTER.COM/XEHFXEMQGV 

— ESPN (@ESPN) MAY 15, 2021 

TV ratings for the W are something to keep an eye on. The league, now 
in its 25th season, averaged 205,000 viewers in the 2020 regular season 
for its 37 games on ESPN, ESPN2 and ABC. The was down about 16 
percent from 2019’s average of 246,000 per game and about on par with 
the general overall decline in most sports TV last year. 

The WNBA playoffs were a different story. The three-game Seattle 
Storm-Las Vegas Aces finals averaged 440,000 on ESPN in October, 
which was an improvement of 15 percent versus the 2019 Washington 
Mystics-Connecticut Sun finals (which went a full five games). Last year’s 
clinching Game 3 averaged 570,000 viewers on ESPN, a double-digit 
improvement over the deciding games in the prior two seasons. 

The Athletic’s Chantel Jennings has a great round-up of the W’s opening 
weekend. 

SNL: If you missed Saturday Night Live spoofing The Last Dance, with 
host Keegan-Michael Key as Michael Jordan and cast member (and 
sports super fan) Heidi Gardner as curly-haired United Center security 
guard John Michael Wozniak, here it is. And it was hilarious. 

  EXTENDED SCENE   FROM THE LAST DANCE 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/VBFCMAKGS2 

— SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE – SNL (@NBCSNL) MAY 16, 2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs takeaways: Lightning's Brayden 
Point has clutch gene 

 

Mike Johnston’ 

 

Brayden Point led the playoffs in goals one year ago en route to hoisting 
the Stanley Cup and the clutch Tampa Bay Lightning forward is off to 
another hot start to the post-season. 

Point scored two goals in the final seven minutes of Game 1 to lead his 
team to victory – in fact, 17 of Point’s 24 career playoff goals have been 
game-tying or go-ahead markers – and the centre assisted on Ondrej 
Palat’s eventual game-winner in Game 2 Tuesday after undressing 
MacKenzie Weegar on a nice individual effort. 

Point’s regular-season numbers might’ve taken a slight dip following his 
92-point campaign in 2019, but he is gaining a reputation for raising his 
intensity and production in the playoffs. 

He does it at both ends of the ice, as well, playing a 200-foot game and 
has won more than 64 per cent of the faceoffs he has taken through two 
games. 

Point and his teammates stepped up defensively in Game 2, a mature 
response to a rambunctious Game 1. The Lightning dressed Luke 
Schenn as an extra blueliner and went with only 11 forwards Tuesday, 
tightening things up and not allowing Florida really any top-notch scoring 
chances. 

“That was more indicative of the way we can play,” Steven Stamkos said 
of his team taking a 2-0 series lead. 

Jarry bounces back from Game 1 blunders 

Tristan Jarry allowed several soft goals, all on his glove side, in a losing 
effort against the New York Islanders in Game 1. The Pittsburgh 
Penguins netminder was solid and able to avenge that loss with a 37-
save performance Tuesday. 

Semyon Varlamov got the nod in net for the Isles after missing Game 1 
and he allowed a muffin from Bryan Rust to float over his glove and into 
the net three minutes into the first period. Ten minutes later he left a 
gaping five-hole open for Jeff Carter’s first playoff goal in a Penguins 
uniform. Varlamov settled down after that and ended up making 43 saves 
yet he was outplayed by his counterpart on this night. 

It was Jarry’s first-career playoff win and a vital W for the Pens as the 
series gets set to shift to Long Island for Game 3 on Thursday. 

Pittsburgh had won nine consecutive playoff series starting with their 
back-to-back Stanley Cups in 2016 and 2017, however ever since a 
second-round loss to the Capitals in 2018 the Pens had only won three 
post-season games prior to Game 2. Falling behind 2-0 against an 
Islanders team that swept them two seasons ago was not an option for a 
Pens team still without Evgeni Malkin. 

Remaining Time -3:57 

Without Malkin, Carter stepped up for Penguins 

Tuch a nice stopgap yet Vegas could really use Pacioretty back 

The Vegas Golden Knights forward unit has shown some holes thus far 
against the Minnesota Wild and could use some “Patches” if you catch 
my drift. 

Max Pacioretty was a game-time decision Tuesday for Game 2 but didn’t 
take warmups and has now missed eight straight with an undisclosed 
injury. 

Alex Tuch started Game 2 on the top unit and ended up as the No. 2 star 
of the game behind Marc-Andre Fleury. Tuch scored two of his team’s 
three goals and did it against the team that drafted him which must’ve 
made it extra sweet. 

The series is tied 1-1 as it heads to Minnesota though Vegas can’t be 
happy with only three goals in two games. 

Getting Pacioretty back can give Vegas a totally different dynamic. 
Pacioretty scored 24 goals in 48 regular-season games and his 
chemistry with Mark Stone, in particular, can’t be duplicated. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens approved to host 2,500 fans for games starting 
May 28 

 

Eric Engels May 18, 2021, 6:46 PM 
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MONTREAL -- For the first time since March 10, 2020, the Montreal 
Canadiens will host upwards of 2,500 fans at the Bell Centre when 
Quebec’s 9:30 p.m. ET curfew is officially lifted. 

Premier François Legault announced on Tuesday that the province is 
preparing to ease several coronavirus restrictions in most regions, 
including those on gatherings at outdoor stadiums and interior concert 
halls, with the admission of up to 250 people per section coming into 
effect as of May 28. 

“This is a big day, a big step,” Legault said. 

The Canadiens, who are scheduled to start their first-round Stanley Cup 
Playoff series in Toronto against the Maple Leafs this Thursday, have 
played 28 games at the Bell Centre this year without fans in attendance. 
Should the best-of-seven series extend to a sixth game -- scheduled for 
May 29 -- that will change. 

Legault and Public Health Director Dr. Horacio Arruda also announced a 
four-phase plan to convert Quebec’s red zones to green by the end of 
June. 

The reopening of the Bell Centre to the public is part of the preliminary 
phase, which will begin on May 28 and also see curfew lifted for the 
entire province for the first time since January, restaurants permitted to 
reopen their terraces, backyard gatherings of up to eight people and 
travel between regions authorized. 

Phase 1 will begin as of May 31, with high school students from Grades 
9-11 returning to class, and restaurant dining rooms and gyms 
reopening. 

For Phase 2, which begins June 14, orange zones will shift to yellow, 
with bars reopening and all team sports -- including contact sports -- 
resuming. 

And the final phase will see most regions turn to green zones as of June 
28, with indoor gatherings of 10 people from three separate homes being 
permitted and all indoor sports resuming. 

"We are delighted with the government's decision regarding shows and 
events," France Margaret Bélanger, the Canadiens' Executive Vice 
President and Chief Commercial Officer said in a statement. "Although 
the number of spectators remains limited, we applaud this decision which 
allows us to foresee an eventual return to normality. Regarding the 
Montreal Canadiens and the playoffs, under the new rules, the Bell 
Centre will initially accommodate 2,500 people -- or about 12 per cent of 
capacity -- for a hockey game beyond May 28. We really missed our fans 
and spectators and we can't wait to host them again. And we will be 
ready." 
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Sportsnet.ca / THE MISSING INGREDIENT 

 

By Luke Fox 

 

After years of disappearing — or imploding — in big moments, the 
Toronto Maple Leafs are hoping gritty, veteran depth can finally get them 
over the post-season hump 

Even in a pre-Zoom world, when hockey reporters milled about dressing 
rooms during specified times, observing and chatting and gathering a feel 
for relationships and dynamic and culture, we didn’t really know what 
went on. Even in the Before Times, the best we could get was a sense of 
whose voices ran the room, whose actions had impact, and whether the 
bond tying these athletes — arguably more important in hockey than any 
other team sport — was sturdy enough to go the distance. 

And prior to 2021’s wire-to-wire cruise through the North Division as 
Canada’s top seed, one of those mysterious ingredients was missing 
from the Toronto Maple Leafs. They were fast and fun, young and 
talented. But when the going got tough or they had a chance to squash 

lesser opponents or the series was on the line, they shrunk from the 
moment. 

After his final game as a Leaf in 2019, in the pall of another Game 7 loss 
in TD Garden, a hollow Patrick Marleau — he of the most NHL games 
played — lamented a lack of “killer instinct.” Auston Matthews would use 
that exact phrase in the wake of getting upset by Columbus in 2020 and 
booted out of their own home bubble. When I asked a former veteran of 
those Leafs rooms, not so far removed from a different Round 1 
elimination, to describe the leadership dynamic in Toronto in those 
captain-less years between Dion Phaneuf and John Tavares, the player 
searched for the right words. 

“Hard to say. It’s interesting. That’s a good question,” he began. There 
was a long pause. “I don’t know if I have anything on that. Leadership on 
the team…” the source continued. There was another long pause, 
followed by a polite bail on a touchy topic: “I think whatever I say might 
get me in trouble.” 

Yes, in constructing this older, tougher, more defensively responsible 
edition of the Toronto Maple Leafs over the 2020 off-season — and 
doubling down on that identity tweak with the Nick Foligno and Riley 
Nash deadline trades — general manager Kyle Dubas improved the on-
ice product. The Maple Leafs’ 35–14–7 record and plus-39 goal 
differential are their best in decades. But Dubas also made a significant 
correction to the spirit of his group by rearranging the cast supporting his 
nucleus: Matthews, Tavares, Mitch Marner, William Nylander, Zach 
Hyman, Morgan Rielly, Jake Muzzin, and Frederik Andersen. 

“The Maple Leafs’ room now holds 12 different players who have worn 
an ‘A’ or ‘C’ on their chest at some point in the NHL. Leadership is a 
touchy topic no more.” 

Gone were younger offensive talents like Kasperi Kapanen, Andreas 
Johnsson and Tyson Barrie. Instead, Dubas focused his effort on 
recruiting or retaining hungry free agents who’d been through the 
wringer: Joe Thornton, Wayne Simmonds, Jason Spezza, and T.J. 
Brodie. These are grizzled veterans who’ve endured the worst, and who 
know they may be down to their last chase of a trophy they’ve been 
hunting their whole lives. 

Zach Bogosian is fresh off Tampa’s 2020 title run, making him one of just 
two Leafs with a Cup alongside Muzzin. Thornton, Foligno, Simmonds, 
and Spezza will happily lug their reduced cap hits and 359 playoff games 
of combined disappointment into Game 1. 

For the most battle-worn here, it’s no longer about a cheque. It’s only 
about their check. “Those guys have a real increased sense of urgency 
to them. Either time is running out on their career and they want to win — 
in the case of Spezza, Thornton and Simmonds — or they’ve faced great 
disappointment in the past, like T.J. Brodie and all the guys on our 
roster,” Dubas says. 

“They’ve just been through a lot in their career. They’ve got some 
desperation, or they have lessons that they could pass along.” 

All those unquantifiable elements that compose a dressing-room leader 
— accountability, experience, wisdom, communication, character — are 
“hugely important,” Dubas believes, to fostering a culture of improvement 
and development. And yet, installing and empowering enough of those 
leaders, the GM confesses, is something he didn’t value enough early on 
in every one of his stops, be it in the Soo, with the AHL’s Marlies, or in 
his first two seasons at the helm of the Leafs. “Why, after the first time, I 
just didn’t realize it and learn it then, and then apply it every time moving 
forward, that’s just a mistake on my end,” Dubas admits. “Shame on me 
for that.” 

The Maple Leafs’ room now holds 12 different players who have worn an 
‘A’ or ‘C’ on their chest at some point in the NHL. 

Leadership is a touchy topic no more. 

"HE'S A LEGEND" 

Thornton instantly endeared himself to his fellow Leafs. "Everybody 
wants to go to battle and win for him,” says Jack Campbell. 

Funny. The sense in Toronto is that the same team that lacked killer 
instinct on the ice also needed to lighten up a bit off it. 
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Enter 41-year-old nickname machine Joe Thornton and his jumbo 
personality. “I got no stress, man, honestly,” Thornton said upon arriving 
in hockey’s most scrutinized market. “I feel good, I feel comfortable. I 
tend to play with no stress, have a smile on my face and stay hungry. I 
think that’s when I perform the best.” 

Whether he’s orchestrating pants-free sketch comedy to celebrate 
Marleau’s milestone or belting out Britney Spears standards during 
joyrides around the Swiss Alps, the NHL’s oldest forward brings a zest to 
the workplace that is contagious. The normally clean-shaven Alexander 
Kerfoot sprouted a raggedy, itchy beard in Jumbo’s honour. Marner looks 
into Thornton’s eyes and sees the kind of hockey lifeforce he aspires to 
have in 17 years. Matthews lights up whenever Thornton glides in for 
post-goal hug time. 

The appeal is obvious, even from social distance: Thornton is predictable 
in his unpredictability. “Just having him in the room and in the training 
room, whenever I’m getting worked on and he’s in there, I don’t think I’ve 
ever laughed so hard in my life,” says Jack Campbell. “He’s a legend. 
There’s not much more to say. He’s such an amazing hockey player and 
just brings so much joy to our room, and everybody wants to go to battle 
and win for him.” 

Adds Marner: “There’s ups and downs, and Jumbo is a guy that’s always 
in the same mood every single time. He’s a guy that just makes me think 
of the good things, and that’s something I’ve really taken from him. 
There’s going to be bumps in the road and some down times, down 
games, but just making sure you’re always the same person, and coming 
in with the same mindset and mood is very important.” 

“It’s great. Those veteran guys act the youngest, I would say.” 

After 15 seasons in San Jose, Thornton endeared himself to and 
entrenched himself within the young Leafs well before training camp 
opened. Renting a rink-equipped quarantine home in Toronto, he 
celebrated Christmas with Matthews, Nylander, Rasmus Sandin and Mac 
Hollowell in a sort of flophouse for hockey stars. It was there, stuck in 
communal isolation, that Thornton christened Nylander with the moniker 
“Willy Styles,” which the fashionable playmaker then had stamped on the 
shaft of his sticks. 

“You just get close to him right away. He’s that special guy,” says 21-
year-old Sandin, on target for his post-season debut. “It’s great. Those 
[veteran] guys act the youngest, I would say.” 

With the forward core finally at full health for post-season puck drop, 
Thornton will join Spezza and Simmonds on a unique fourth line that will 
feature two of the top 100 all-time scorers and a ridiculous 3,007 
combined career points. 

In 2019–20, head coach Sheldon Keefe, a contemporary of both players, 
noted that Spezza’s voice stood out as one of the only ones he’d hear in-
game on the bench, calling out encouragement, outlining instruction, 
pumping morale. 

Today, there is a chorus. 

“They’ve brought a lot of spirit to the group,” Dubas says. “All of the 
players acquired in the off-season have really improved the spirit of the 
team. Unlike in previous seasons, where you go through a bit of a stretch 
where it’s not going well and you feel the group start to sag, I haven’t felt 
that right now.” 

“We signed these guys with great expectations … They’ve definitely 
delivered.” 

Before his first game with Toronto, Foligno, 33, wore a Maple Leafs 
Starter snapback from his dad Mike’s deep run with the organization in 
1993 and addressed the room with a speech about how excited he is to 
be pulling on the same rope. 

Thornton isn’t shy, of course. And neither is throwback Simmonds — a 
Scarborough-reppin’ freight train whose fists speak just as loudly. Then 
there’s the penalty-killing, puck-eating Bogosian, whom partner Travis 
Dermott credits for improving his own defensive prowess. 

The vets’ contributions aren’t coming only in the room and on the bench. 
In the shadow of Matthews’s Maurice “Rocket” Richard Trophy–winning 
campaign, Thornton became the oldest Leaf to score a goal and just the 
fourth 41-year-old to launch a seven-game point streak (Teemu Selanne, 

Igor Larionov, and Jaromir Jagr are the others). Spezza surpassed 
Richard in all-time points, climbing to 99th in NHL history and established 
himself as the league’s best bang-for-your-buck acquisition, producing 30 
points from the bottom six. (To say nothing of his altruism toward 
Toronto’s Marlies brethren in tough financial times.) Meanwhile, Brodie is 
a plus-23 workhorse drawing the most difficult defensive assignments, 
and Bogosian’s smart, simple style has added a dependability and 
edginess that wasn’t there with Cody Ceci last season. 

MR. CONSISTENCY 

A soft-spoken exception among the new additions, Brodie lets his deft 
stick and dependable positioning do the talking 

“I’d say it’s gone to plan. I mean, we signed these guys with great 
expectations. We have great respect for what they’ve done in their 
careers and felt strongly that they would be able to make an impact with 
our team,” Keefe says. “I don’t say they’ve exceeded anything 
necessarily, but they’ve definitely delivered, both in their performance 
and their personalities and what they bring to our team — just really filling 
necessary holes for us in all regards, whether it’s the personality of the 
team or the performance of the club on the ice.” 

Among the new, noisy staples, the soft-spoken Brodie would be the 
exception. He prefers to let his deft stick and dependable positioning do 
the talking. (Keefe has now tread into Thornton’s nickname territory, 
christening Brodie “Mr. Consistency.”) 

“With Brodie, Thornton, Simmonds and Bogosian, I do think that that’s a 
real important part of helping the team chemistry and the culture and 
environment of the group,” Dubas says. “Those guys don’t change day to 
day, and they’ve added a lot to us so far.” 

The true test for these leaders, these handpicked, complementary 
components — and the real reason for bringing them in — is now here: 
The Stanley Cup Playoffs, the best time of year. It’s a time when things 
gets ugly and uncomfortable, when skill depends on will, when it’ll help to 
have your oldest guy acting like the youngest. And vice-versa. 

“I feel great,” Thornton says, spring in the air and in his step. “On a 
buzzing meter from one to 10, I think I’m like a 10-and-a-half.” 

Muzzin, meanwhile, has that seven-year itch, and he knows as well as 
anyone on the outside what a contending team feels like. A Cup champ 
in 2014 with the L.A. Kings, the defenceman spots something special 
churning in Thornton and the group. “He’s bringing some fire. He’s 
leading the way up there. It’s beautiful. It’s contagious throughout the 
room. And when your oldest guy on the team is doing that every night, 
guys are following — and it’s paying off,” Muzzin says. 

“I feel like this is the tightest group since I’ve been here that we’ve had. 
So, it’s been a lot of fun. Guys are gellin’.” 
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TSN.CA / Former player taught ‘craft’ of fighting at 16 wants WHL held 
accountable, affidavit says 

Four former Canadian Hockey League players have provided sworn 
affidavits in connection with a proposed class-action lawsuit against the 
Western Hockey League, CHL and Hockey Canada that claims they 
weren’t given proper medical attention after suffering concussions in 
games, Rick Westhead writes. 

 

By Rick Westhead 

 

As a 16-year-old rookie with the Spokane Chiefs, Myles Stoesz started a 
line brawl, fought with his own teammates to gain respect, and was 
taught the “craft” of fighting by a National Hockey League tough guy. 

That 2003-04 Western Hockey League season marked a transformation 
for Stoesz, who described himself growing up in Steinbach, Man., as “a 
happy and easygoing kid.” Stoesz says he was told repeatedly by 
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Spokane coaches that he wouldn’t get any ice time if he didn’t fight 
during games. 

“I was moulded into this raged-filled fighter,” Stoesz wrote in an April 13 
affidavit filed in the Supreme Court of B.C. 

Stoesz is one of four former Canadian Hockey League players who have 
provided sworn affidavits in connection with a proposed class-action 
lawsuit filed in 2019 against the WHL, the Canadian Hockey League, and 
Hockey Canada. 

Other former CHL players whose affidavits have been filed in court 
include James McEwan, who played with the WHL’s Seattle 
Thunderbirds and Kelowna Rockets from 2004-08; Rhett Trombley, who 
played junior hockey from 1991-94 with the WHL’s Tacoma Rockets, 
Saskatoon Blades and Victoria Cougars, as well as with the Ontario 
Hockey League’s Soo Greyhounds; and Eric Rylands, who played in the 
OHL from 1993-96 with the Kingston Frontenacs, the Greyhounds, and 
the Ottawa 67’s. 

The former players allege in affidavits filed in court on May 7 that they 
were typically not given proper medical attention after suffering 
concussions in games and that they still suffer from the long-term effects 
of repeated brain trauma. 

The players are seeking damages for personal and physical injury, 
psychological injuries, special damages for out-of-pocket medical 
expenses and loss of past and future income. They have asked a judge 
to include as class members all CHL players since Aug. 21, 1974, as well 
as their family members. 

“I think the CHL needs to be held accountable to the current and former 
players for these injuries,” Stoesz wrote. “I want the CHL to acknowledge 
that what we had to do to play in the CHL as teenagers was not 
acceptable. Looking back at my career in the CHL, I feel like I lost part of 
my youth. My time in Spokane was a daze of fights. I’m scared about my 
future because I took repeated blows to my head. I’m in my early 30s and 
I suffer from headaches and migraines and my right hand is disfigured 
with a mallet finger from punching.” 

Stoesz played three seasons for the Chiefs before he was traded in 2006 
to the Chilliwack Bruins. Later that same season, he was traded again to 
the Regina Pats. Drafted by the National Hockey League’s Atlanta 
Thrashers in the seventh round of the 2005 draft, Stoesz did not play a 
game in the NHL but did play four pro seasons, bouncing between the 
American Hockey League and ECHL. 

Stoesz wrote in his affidavit that he was an enforcer and routinely 
suffered brain injuries because he fought in WHL games. When he was 
16, Stoesz said the Chiefs sent him to a local gym for boxing lessons and 
brought in an unnamed “NHL tough guy” to train him on “the craft of 
fighting.” 

Stoesz wrote that he still remembers fighting the Tri-City Americans’ 
Keith Spencer on Nov. 8, 2003. 

“I feel sick to my stomach to see my younger self being punched in the 
face, pushed on the ice or seeing myself doing that to another player,” 
Stoesz wrote. “In the video you can see that we drop our gloves, take off 
our helmets and then start pounding our fists into each other in the head. 
The referees stay back and watch us take multiple punches at each other 
until we both fall onto the ice. Only then do they break up the fight.” 

Citing the website hockeyfights.com, Stoesz wrote that he fought 88 
times in CHL games. (He wrote that does not account for his fights during 
training camps, team practices and in preseason games.) 

“I recall being told I had a concussion at least twice, and now that I know 
the symptoms of a concussion, I know I had many more,” Stoesz wrote. 
“I was never told to get medical attention for my hits to the head or other 
injuries. My recovery time was when I was sitting in the penalty box icing 
my fists. 

It’s unclear when the defendants will file their response and when a judge 
may decide whether the lawsuit should proceed as a class action. 

Several junior leagues have bolstered penalties for fighting in recent 
years. 

In 2016, the OHL said players would be suspended for two games after 
they had accumulated three fighting majors in a season. Previously, the 
threshold was 10 fights. The same year, the WHL said it would begin 
ejecting players from games who participated in “staged” fights, dropping 
the gloves immediately after a faceoff. 

Last September, the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League – weeks 
before receiving $12 million in COVID-19 relief money from the Quebec 
government – approved new rules for fighting. All players involved in a 
fight now receive a 10-minute misconduct penalty and a five-minute 
major. Previously, players were assessed only the five-minute major 
penalty. QMJHL players also receive a one-game suspension after their 
third fight of a season, plus another one-game suspension for each 
additional fight. 

McEwan, a left wing, played for four seasons in the WHL from 2004 to 
2008. He joined the Seattle Thunderbirds in 2004 at the age of 17. 
According to his April 15, 2021 affidavit, he fought more than 70 times 
over four seasons. 

On one occasion McEwan wrote that he passed out in a parking lot while 
talking to one of his team’s assistant coaches after fighting, but was 
never given proper medical treatment after fights or after games. He 
wrote that he has suffered for years from distorted vision, severe anxiety, 
depression, and mood swings. 

“I often turned to alcohol and painkillers to cope,” McEwan wrote. 

Rylands wrote in his April, 20, 2021, affidavit that he attended Kingston’s 
training camp as a 16-year-old in 1993 and fought the team’s 20-year-old 
veterans during training camp. 

In one game as an OHL rookie, Rylands wrote that he fought 20-year-old 
Fredrik Oduya.  

“…I still recall how hard his right hook was when it connected with my 
chin,” Rylands wrote. 

Rylands wrote that he fought 45 times during three seasons in OHL.  

“During my last year playing with the Greyhounds, I took a hit and lost my 
memory for about five hours,” he wrote. “I recall watching the video of 
what happened and after that hit, I got up, fought the guy, went to the 
penalty box, fought another guy, and then went to the penalty box again. 
I have no memory of this and it was not until one of my teammates called 
over an assistant coach because I was saying nonsensical things that I 
was taken off the ice. In addition to these incidents, I would often see 
stars after my fights and suffer dizziness, ringing in the ears, and 
confusion during and after fights.” 

Trombley played three seasons in the WHL with the Tacoma Rockets, 
Saskatoon Blades and Victoria Cougars. He said he fought so often as a 
16-year-old that he couldn’t hold a pencil during school because his hand 
was so swollen. 

“I would receive particularly hard punches to the head and would often 
have several days of feeling completely spaced out, almost like I was 
drunk, and would not be able to focus on anything in school or 
otherwise,” he wrote. “On one occasion, I broke my orbital bone during a 
fight. After the fight, I received a five-minute penalty and, five minutes 
after getting out of the penalty, I fought the same player again. While I did 
see the team doctor after this and had to get an X-ray, I typically did not 
receive medical attention after fights, no matter the outcome.” 

Trombley wrote that he suffers from ongoing memory issues and pain 
throughout his body, including his hands, shoulders, and back. 

Lawyers for the former players also filed an affidavit by Clemson 
University sport management professor Dr. Skye Arthur-Banning, who 
cited a 2002 study that reported high school-aged athletes who suffered 
three concussions were nine times more likely to generate mental deficits 
than players without a history of concussions. 

Dr. Arthur-Banning wrote in a Feb. 23 expert report that the CHL should 
follow the lead of NCAA hockey and suspend players for fighting. From 
2012-13 to 2015-16, there were 20 fights in NCAA Division I hockey. 
According to another document filed in connection with the lawsuit, there 
were 2,456 fights in the WHL over those four seasons. 
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Dr. Arthur-Banning’s other recommendations include mandating that CHL 
players be assessed by medical professionals after a fight before being 
allowed to return to play, and improved education for players, coaches, 
officials, administrators, billet families and biological families about the 
symptoms of concussions and long-term consequences of concussions. 

The concussion lawsuit against the CHL was filed months after the NHL 
settled major concussion-related litigation of its own. In August 2019, a 
U.S. judge ruled that a proposed lawsuit against the NHL filed in 
Minnesota would not proceed as a class action largely because medical 
monitoring laws were too different between various U.S. states and 
Canadian provinces for players to form a common class of plaintiffs. 

After that ruling, the NHL agreed a settlement with about 300 former 
players, paying them each about (U.S.) $20,000.  

The CHL is also defending two other class-action lawsuits. One has 
alleged the league is complicit for hazing and other forms of abuse of 
former players stretching over decades. 

The other case involves working conditions for players and whether 
teams should pay players at least minimum wage. While the CHL and 
former players agreed to settle the working conditions case, a judge has 
not approved that settlement. 
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USA TODAY / NHL playoffs: Gabriel Landeskog's Gordie Howe hat trick 
inspires Avalanche; Hurricanes' crowd 'crazy' 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

If there were any concerns about the health of Colorado Avalanche star 
Nathan MacKinnon after he sat out of the final two regular-season games 
with an injury, he answered quickly with two goals and an assist in a 4-1 
victory in Game 1 against the St. Louis Blues. 

He and top-line wingers Gabriel Landeskog and Mikko Rantanen 
combined for eight points and 16 shots of the 50 shots against the Blues. 

"He's a threat every time he's on the ice," Landeskog said of MacKinnon 
in a postgame interview. "I would expect nothing else from Nate." 

Landeskog, the team captain, had a Gordie Howe hat trick (goal, assist, 
fight), taking on Brayden Schenn after the Blues player's hit on Rantanen 
in the first period. 

"Our team was able to feed off that," Landeskog said. "Obviously, 
Schenn's a physical player and he tries to run Mikko. I've got to defend 
my linemates and teammates." 

Said Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar: "He's the captain for a reason. 
... I think he definitely set the tempo." 

Close games 

The NHL playoffs are always intense, and adding to that are all the tight 
games. 

The first three playoff games went to overtime, the first time that has 
happened in NHL history. The highly entertaining Tampa Bay-Florida 
game on Sunday night, which featured four lead changes, was heading 
that way before the Lightning's Brayden Point broke a tie with 74 seconds 
left. 

Monday, Boston and Washington went to overtime for the second time in 
their series. Brad Marchand scored 39 seconds in for a 4-3 win and a 
Bruins record. 

It wasn't until the sixth and seventh games of the playoffs (Nashville-
Carolina and St. Louis-Colorado) that a team finally took a two-goal lead. 
Both of those happened in the third period. 

One reason for the close games: Teams have played within their 
divisions all season and are staying in the division for two playoff rounds, 
so they have a lot of familiarity with their opponents. 

Counting the playoffs, Minnesota and Vegas have gone to overtime four 
times. So have the Capitals and Bruins. The Islanders and Penguins 
have had three. 

Hurricanes crowd 

The Hurricanes had the NHL's biggest crowd of the postseason with 
12,000 at PNC Arena after Gov. Roy Cooper eased restrictions. He was 
in the building Monday and sounded the siren before the game. 

"We had 12,000 tonight, and it felt like 24,000," said goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic, who made 22 saves in winning his NHL playoff debut 5-2. "It 
was crazy." 

Tonight's games 

N.Y. Islanders at Pittsburgh, 7:30, NBCSN. Islanders lead 1-0 

Tampa Bay at Florida, 8, CNBC. Lightning lead 1-0 

Minnesota at Vegas, 10, NBCSN. Wild lead 1-0 
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