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With tired legs and stout hearts, Canes defensemen pull yeoman duty in Game 2 win  

By Luke DeCock  

When the word came down that Jaccob Slavin would not be 
available for the second game of the playoffs, Brady Skjei 
figured his ice time would go up a little as the Carolina 
Hurricanes adjusted for the absence of their workhorse 
defenseman. 

Then the penalties started coming, one after another. At 
least two were certainly embellished by the Nashville 
Predators, but the others weren’t, and Skjei kept going back 
over the boards on the penalty-kill — over and over again. 

It was going to be a long night for those two anyway with 
Slavin out. It didn’t help that the Hurricanes had to kill seven 
Nashville power plays. 

“It seemed like more than seven,” goalie Alex Nedeljkovic 
said afterward.  

And it did. 

By the time the Hurricanes finally closed out the 3-0 win 
Wednesday night to take a 2-0 series lead, Skjei and Brett 
Pesce were on either side of the 28-minute mark, seeing 
almost half of the minutes available to the Carolina defense. 

That’s not how it was drawn up on paper Wednesday 
afternoon, but that’s what it took to win a playoff game. 
These are the sacrifices that must be made, the extremes 
that must be surmounted. That duo was put to the test, and 
merely a passing grade isn’t good enough at this time of 
year.  

“I figured with (Slavin) being out, I might go up a little bit in 
ice time,” Skjei said. “Obviously, the PK was a big part of that 
reason. It was a solid game. Once you get in the flow of the 
game, you’re not even thinking about ice time. You’re just 
kind of playing. That was kind of my thought process going 
through it. I thought we did a really good job.” 

In some ways, their yeoman effort epitomized the 
Hurricanes’ Game 2 performance: Not always elegant, but in 
the right place at the right time, again and again. 

It’s easy to look at the scoreline and think, OK. Simple 
enough. A three-goal win and a Nedeljkovic shutout. But it 
was a one-goal game until the final minute, when Sebastian 
Aho sealed the win with an empty-netter and Warren 
Foegele added a freebie off a defenseman’s skate. 

It was never easy. It was a slog. 

“It wasn’t pretty, right? First two periods, no flow, not a good 
game, I felt,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We 
couldn’t get any traction. We had some guys we couldn’t get 
on the ice because they didn’t kill penalties. Very strange 
flow to a game.” 

And for Pesce and Skjei, it was a marathon. It took 
everything they had. They were the last line of defense, and 
when that line faltered, Nedeljkovic was up to the task. 
Whether it was staying big in his crease early or making a 
glove save on Luke Kunin from the splits with the Hurricanes 
clinging to a one-goal lead, the rookie showed no signs of 
the early jitters from Monday’s playoff debut. 

He was especially good in the third, when the Predators 
finally gathered some momentum at even strength and 
applied consistent pressure, only to give it back to the 
Hurricanes when the Predators went on the power play. The 
Hurricanes actually outchanced the Predators while down a 
man, with an Aho breakaway as the best opportunity. 

That might have been good for another Aho playoff hat trick. 
As it was, Aho potted a pass from Andrei Svechnikov on a 
first-period power play to start the scoring and thought he 
finished it in the third. Coming on the heels of the rare playoff 
game when Aho was kept off the scoresheet, it was the kind 
of two-way performance the Hurricanes have come to expect 
from Aho. 

The Hurricanes have come to expect similar things from 
Slavin on the blue line, and their long-term prospects are 
considerably dimmer without him available. Skjei and Pesce 
ably filled the void Wednesday, but the Hurricanes were 
noticeably slower in the third period and struggled to get out 
of their own zone — whether because of fatigue on the part 
of Skjei and Pesce or rust on the part of other defensemen 
thrown into a tense situation without their legs fully under 
them. 

This worked Wednesday, but it’s probably not sustainable, 
not that giving the opposition seven chances with the man 
advantage ever is. Skjei and Pesce will sleep well after this. 
Brind’Amour may not.  

These are the demands playoff hockey makes on everyone. 
So far, the Hurricanes have had the answers.
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How the Hurricanes fought their way to another playoff win over the Predators  

By Chip Alexander  

There are pretty wins and gritty wins in hockey. In the 
Stanley Cup playoffs, gritty usually wins. 

The Carolina Hurricanes won that way Wednesday, beating 
the Nashville Predators 3-0 in Game 2 to take a 2-0 lead in 
the first-round series. 

Sebastian Aho scored twice, Warren Foegele added a third 
and rookie goalie Alex Nedeljkovic had 32 saves in his first 
career playoff shutout. Nedeljkovic, sensational much of the 
night, was named the game’s first star and had fans 
chanting, “Ned! Ned!” after the game. 

“You can tell he has confidence between the pipes,” Aho 
said of Nedeljkovic. 

Aho’s power-play score in the first period was the game’s 
first goal and the only goal for much of the game. Aho, open 
in the right circle, took a pass from Andrei Svechnikov and 
beat Juuse Saros with a one-timer at 8:03 of the first. 

Aho would score an empty-net goal in the final minute of 
regulation, and Foegele then added another after Saros 
returned to the net. 

The Canes spent a lot of time skating to the penalty box as 
Predators had seven power plays. They also spent a lot of 
time successfully killing off those penalties even with 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin, one of their most effective 
penalty killers, missing the game. 

“The first two period were no flow, not a very good game, I 
felt,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Couldn’t get any 
traction.” 

While they had to play shorthanded, the Canes at times were 
better 4-on-5 than 5-on-5 — or what little 5-on-5 time there 
was. Carolina had multiple shorthanded offensive chances 
as Sebastian Aho and Vincent Trocheck both tested Saros.  

“All the guys on the PK did a great job,” defenseman Brady 
Skjei said. “The No. 1 star was probably Ned. He was a stud 
tonight To have a good PK you have to have your goaltender 
playing well, and he did phenomenal tonight.” 

Nedeljkovic had to make his share of big saves. He gloved a 
heavy shot by Luke Kunin in the third period and later denied 
Mattias Ekholm to keep it 1-0. 

With Slavin out with a lower-body injury that has slowed him 
the past few weeks, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour relied 
heavily on Brady Skjei, Brett Pesce and Dougie Hamilton, 
who piled up the minutes. 

“I figured with (Slavin) being out, I’d go up a bit in ice time,” 
Skjei said. “The PKs were a big part of that reason. It was a 
solid game. Once you get into the flow of the game, you’re 
not really thinking about ice time.” 

The playoff series now shifts to Nashville, with Game 3 set 
Friday and Game 4 on Sunday. 

A 20-minute slugfest 

The second period, meanwhile, turned into a slugfest as the 
Canes maintained their 1-0 lead from Aho’s first-period goal. 

The Canes were called four penalties and the Preds three in 
a long second. But the pushes and punches and high sticks 
and elbowing were innumerable and continued through a 
chippy second period. 

At one point, defenseman Matt Benning fell on the Canes’ 
Jordan Martinook beside the Nashville net and would not let 
Martinook up. When Martinook finally got to his feet the 
gloves came off. Martinook again fell and Benning kept 
throwing punches — an ugly scene as many were in the 
period. 

“It’s playoff hockey,” Skjei said. “Whenever you play a team 
four to seven times in a row, it’s going to get chippy, and I 
thought we did a good job answering the bell to the 
chippiness and physical play and we just have to keep that 
going.” 

First period: Aho scores 

The Canes were not very threatening on their first power play 
of the game. But on the second, Andrei Svechnikov found 
Aho open on the back side for a one-timer and his ninth 
career playoff goal. Aho didn’t get all of the puck on the shot 
but he got enough at 8:03 of the first. 

The Canes nearly made it 2-0 with a little more than six 
minutes left in the period. Vincent Trocheck was stopped on 
a shorthanded one-timer by Saros, who made the save with 
a quick left-to-right lateral move, then denied Trocheck on 
the rebound. 

The Canes were called for four penalties, the last with 56.6 
seconds left in a chippy first period. Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour had some words with the refs on two of the calls 
— Dougie Hamilton for interference and then Aho for 
roughing the Preds’ Erik Haula in front of the Nashville net. 

Haula was called for roughing the Canes’ Martin Necas 
earlier in the period, taking a run at Necas and hitting him 
after the whistle. The former Canes forward was booed 
throughout the first period, just as he was in Game 1. 

Slavin a scratch 

Slavin was at Wednesday’s morning skate but did not go 
through the pregame warmup and misses Game 2 as Jake 
Gardiner draws back into the lineup. 

Slavin has been slowed by a lower-body injury but played in 
Game 1 and was at Wednesday’s morning skate at PNC 
Arena. Brind’Amour was not sure of his availability for Game 
2, saying “It’s his decision. If he doesn’t feel right, he’ll let us 
know.” 

Slavin played 21:25 in Game 1, including 2:45 shorthanded. 

“He was a warrior,” Brind’Amour said after the game. “He’s 
such a big part of our team. We need him.” 

The defensive pairs with Slavin out have Brady Skjei playing 
with Dougie Hamilton, Jake Bean with Brett Pesce and 
Gardiner with Jani Hakanpaa. 

Aho is serving as an alternate captain with Slavin out.
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Alex Nedeljkovic making the most of his playoff opportunity for Canes  

By Chip Alexander  

Alex Nedeljkovic dipped his head as the Carolina Hurricanes 
starting lineup was being announced Wednesday at PNC 
Arena, his long, black hair tumbling down below his chin. For 
a few seconds, he was a young man alone with his thoughts 
in the crease. 

After the national anthem was played, the head jerked back. 
So did the flow. On firmly went the goalie mask, like a knight 
in the old days positioning his helmet for battle. 

The guys they call “Ned” was ready. Bring it on. 

Some in the NHL probably have scoffed when it’s said 
Nedeljkovic should be a strong candidate for the Calder 
Trophy as NHL rookie of the year. Many of those skeptics, 
and there are many, might have been watching Wednesday 
as Nedeljkovic turned back all 32 Nashville shots for the 
Canes in a 3-0 shutout of the Predators in Game 2 of their 
Stanley Cup series. 

“He was a stud tonight,” defenseman Brady Skjei said. “He 
was phenomenal.” 

In the Canes’ practices leading up to the start of the first-
round series, Petr Mrazek appeared to the goalie working the 
so-called starter’s crease. But when the time came to name 
a starter for Game 1, it was Nedeljkovic. 

Nedeljkovic appeared to fight the puck early in Monday’s 
game, even though he would later dispute that assertion. But 
by game’s end, he was the winner with 22 rather mundane 
saves in the Canes’ 5-2 victory.  

Back in the net Wednesday, Nedeljkovic has never looked 
calmer or more positionally sound. He wasn’t fighting 
anything. He made the hard saves and the easy ones as the 
Preds pressed, and stopped shots that might have looked 
harmless unless you’re the guy with the mask on working the 
crease. 

With the Canes leading 1-0 five minutes into the third period, 
Nedeljkovic flashed his glove to snatch a bullet of a shot from 
the slot by the Preds’ Luke Kunin. It stayed 1-0 until the final 
minute of regulation, when Sebastian Aho and then Warren 
Foegele scored for the Canes to ice it. 

“There’s nothing like a close game, a tense game, the whole 
time from the first puck drop to the final buzzer,” Nedeljkovic 
said. “Everybody was on the edge of their seat. The next 
shot, you never know what could happen. It could be a hit, it 
could be a broken stick, just whatever could change the tide 
of the game. That’s the beauty of the game.” 

Nedeljkovic, wearing a black shirt with “Prove It” on the front, 
gave it the “just-another-game” kind of treatment afterward in 
his media interview, but the 25-year-old from Parma, Ohio, 
knows better. In a season that began with the goalie being 
placed on waivers by the Canes, and not claimed by anyone, 
there he was Wednesday sitting on the bench, named the 
game’s first star as Canes fans chanted “Ned! Ned!”  

Two playoff starts, two playoff wins. And the second a 
shutout? That’s more than “another game.” 

Nedeljkovic has confidence  

“His confidence sticks out the most for me,” Skjei said. “He’s 
not cocky or arrogant. He just carries himself with that 
confidence you need to be a goalie. He’s playing great right 
now.” 

In truth, there were many “first stars” Wednesday for the 
Canes, who will take their 2-0 lead in the best-of-seven 
series to Nashville for the next two games. With defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin a scratch because of a lower-body injury, the 
minutes were many for Skjei and defenseman Brett Pesce, 
who each played about 28 in the game. 

“There were a lot of sacrifices,” Nedeljkovic said. “Guys were 
blocking shots, guys were diving to make plays, to get pucks 
out. It wasn’t our best but it was a really gutsy effort.” 

There were seven Predators power plays, and the Canes did 
all the necessary penalty-killing work, starting in net with 
Nedeljkovic. 

“You can tell he has confidence between the pipes,” said 
Aho, who scored the first goal in Game 2 on a first-period 
power play. “Obviously, we talked about the PK, and the 
defensive game overall, and it starts with the hot goalie. 
We’ve got the confidence to put the pressure on their 
players. We know if they make a play, Ned will bail us out.” 

The Canes have the 2-0 lead in the series but it will be 
different the next two games. They’ll be in Bridgestone 
Arena, with a loud crowd urging on the Predators, who have 
been a combative bunch but now have tested Nedeljkovic 
with 56 shots in two games and gotten two pucks past him. 

“It’s huge when you have a hot goalie,” Aho said. “It’s just fun 
to watch him play right now.” 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Nashville Predators 

What: Game 3, Stanley Cup playoff first-round series. 

When: Friday, 7 p.m. 

Where: Bridgestone Arena, Nashville, Tenn. 

TV: BSSO (Bally).
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Down Goes Brown: Every team wants to win. Some teams have to win. It’s the playoff 
pressure rankings 

By Sean McIndoe 

Playoff pressure comes in different levels. Every game is 
crucial, and every team wants to win. But what if you don’t? 
After all, 15 teams are eliminated in every postseason, but 
the reactions can be very different. Some teams, if they’re 
being honest, might just be happy to be there, and consider 
any kind of postseason success as a bonus. Other teams 
absolutely need to go on a deep run or even win it all, or else 
the world will end and everyone will be fired, traded or 
jettisoned into the center of the sun. 

So today, let’s go through the 16 teams that are still alive and 
rank them based on how much pressure they’re under to 
have a successful postseason. We’ll do this scientifically, 
assigning scores to some key categories. 

Expectations factor: How far does everyone expect you to 
go? Everyone wants to be the favorite, but that brings extra 
attention and more pressure, while being an underdog takes 
some of the heat off. 

Drought factor: How long has it been since a team has had 
postseason success? If your fan base is still working off the 
hangover from the last Cup celebration, you can’t be under 
that much pressure. But if it’s been a rough last few years (or 
decades), the temperature gets turned up. 

Ticking clock factor: Some teams are built to last, while 
others are running out of chances. Is there reason to think 
that this might be a last chance for this team to contend, due 
to age, salary cap, pending departures or other factors? A 
closing window ratchets up the pressure significantly. 

Special circumstances: A chance for me to cheat weight any 
additional factors that don’t fit into the previous three 
categories. 

We’ll start from the bottom, which is to say the team facing 
the least pressure, and work our way up to a top spot 
selection that I’m sure will come as a jaw-dropping surprise 
to all of you. Let’s do this … 

16. Nashville Predators 

Expectations factor: 0/10. They weren’t even supposed to 
make the playoffs until they got hot in the second half. Now 
they’re facing a Presidents’ Trophy near-miss that may not 
even be the best team in the division. 

Drought factor: 5/10. The Predators have never won a Cup. 
Neither has their general manager, David Poile. 

Ticking clock factor: 6/10. The core is getting up there, Filip 
Forsberg is one more year away from UFA status, and this is 
almost certainly the last chance to get a Cup for Pekka Rinne 
in Nashville. 

Special circumstances: +1. Their late run meant they passed 
on a chance to be the deadline’s biggest sellers. It was the 

right call, but will feel like a missed opportunity if they just go 
out in four. 

Pressure score: 12/30. They’re under the least pressure of 
any playoff team. Which is to say, still a ton of pressure. 

15. St. Louis Blues 

Expectations factor: 3/10. Expectations were reasonably high 
heading into the season. Now? Not so much, as the Blues 
will have to go through two of the best teams in the league 
just to get out of the division and look like enormous 
underdogs. Mix in an ongoing COVID-19 situation, and the 
deck is stacked against them. 

Drought factor: 1/10. Blues fans who waited five decades for 
the franchise’s first Stanley Cup shouldn’t even be paying 
attention to this season, because they’re still celebrating from 
two years ago. 

Ticking clock factor: 7/10. There’s no imminent exodus 
coming, but the core of this team is almost entirely made up 
of guys in their late 20s and early 30s, and they look like 
they’ll lose a few key players to free agency. 

Special circumstances: +2. Maybe this is just me, but it sure 
feels like there’s more pressure on the Blues than there 
should be, right? By all rights, they should still be playing 
with house money after 2019. But Doug Armstrong and Craig 
Berube aren’t exactly giving off the vibe. 

Pressure score: 13/30. When your team finally wins a Cup 
after a long drought, does that lower the pressure in future 
years? No really, I’m asking, I have no way of knowing. 

14. Minnesota Wild 

Expectations factor: 1/10. Oh didn’t you hear, the Avalanche 
and Golden Knights are already scheduled to play for the 
Stanley Cup in Round 2. 

Drought factor: 9/10. The Wild haven’t won a Cup in 
franchise history, and have only been out of the second 
round once, 18 years ago. And before that, the North Stars 
didn’t win in 26 seasons, including two trips to the Final 
where they ran into dynasties. 

Ticking clock factor: 5/10. It’s Kirill Kaprizov’s team now, but 
guys like Ryan Suter and Zach Parise are winding down. 

Special circumstances: -1. The Wild exceeded expectations 
and delivered arguably the most entertaining regular season 
in franchise history, so we’re kind of already into icing-on-
the-cake territory here. 

Pressure score: 14/30. But seriously, screw all those people 
raving about Knights/Avs, am I right? 
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13. Winnipeg Jets 

Expectations factor: 3/10. This would have been a notch or 
two higher midway through the season, but a disastrous 
second half makes even this score feel generous. 

Drought factor: 8/10. The two versions of the Jets have never 
won a Cup, and have only made it out of the second round 
once. Also, there was that whole “not having a team” era, 
which wasn’t great. 

Ticking clock factor: 2/10. We could argue about whether the 
core is good enough, but the Jets are in pretty good shape 
as far as keeping it together. 

Special circumstances: +2. Because it’s the Oilers, the same 
team that kicked sand in their face for a decade in the 1980s. 
Anyone but these guys, you know? 

Pressure score: 15/30. The other day I very briefly got 
excited about seeing the “Whiteout” again before 
remembering that we wouldn’t, and it really bummed me out. 

12. Florida Panthers 

Expectations factor: 3/10. It’s been arguably the best season 
in franchise history, but the Lightning were a brutal first-
round draw and are already halfway to a sweep. 

Drought factor: 8/10. No championships in franchise history, 
but more importantly, not so much as a single playoff round 
win since 1996. 

Ticking clock factor: 3/10. The core is still reasonably young 
and Spencer Knight is on the way, although there’s only 
another year or two of squeezing value out of cheap 
contracts before the bill comes due. 

Special circumstances: +2. When you wait almost 30 years 
to get a shot at your more successful geographic rival, you 
want to at least put up a solid fight. 

Pressure score: 16/30. They don’t rank that high on this list, 
but we still love our bandwagon boys. Please at least win a 
game. 

11. Washington Capitals 

Expectations factor: 5/10. It would have been a point or two 
higher before they were down to their third-string goalie. 

Drought factor: 2/10. One Cup in 47 years, but it was in 
2018. 

Ticking clock factor: 8/10. Alex Ovechkin is 35 and his 
contract is expiring. He’s not going anywhere, but when you 
land a generational superstar you want to collect as many 
Cups as you can, and time is running out in Washington. 

Special circumstances: +1. This could be Zdeno Chara’s last 
shot at a Cup. 

Pressure score: 16/30. I can’t decide if the ongoing Evgeny 
Kuznetsov drama reduces the pressure (because it’s one 
more thing in the “just not our year” column) or increases it 
(because it’s another sign this core may not stay together 
long). 

10. Carolina Hurricanes 

Expectations factor: 8/10. You may have them ranked 
second or even third in the division, but they just finished the 
best regular season in franchise history, better even than the 
2005-06 Cup year. 

Drought factor: 5/10. That 2006 Cup remains their only one, 
and they’ve only had two years since where they’ve won a 
round. 

Ticking clock factor: 3/10. Dougie Hamilton is a UFA and 
Andrei Svechnikov needs a new deal, but most of the core is 
young and should stick around for a while yet. The big 
concern is that this is the last year of Rod Brind’Amour’s 
contract so he’s no doubt on the way to I’M KIDDING 
CANES FANS, SETTLE DOWN. 

Special circumstances: +1. They absolutely need to get to 
the Final so that this can happen. 

Pressure score: 17/30. This was the only year they’d have to 
worry about sharing a division with Tampa and Florida, and 
they were able to bounce them off each other before a 
potential playoff matchup. 

9. New York Islanders 

Expectations factor: 3/10. The general consensus seems to 
be that the Islanders are good but not great and facing a 
tough path out of the East. The classic team that you could 
imagine winning, but wouldn’t necessarily bet on. 

Drought factor: 9/10. The Islanders haven’t won a Cup since 
the 1980s dynasty, and weren’t even winning rounds until 
recently. This fan base has been through a lot. 

Ticking clock factor: 4/10. Parts of the core are getting up 
there, although Mathew Barzal is only 23 and signed cheap 
for two more years. 

Special circumstances: +1. The “one last chance to make a 
few more memories in the Coliseum” adds some nice drama. 

Pressure score: 17/30. Also, if you play poorly in the 
postseason, Lou Lamoriello will follow you home with a 
beard trimmer and a shovel. So there’s that. 

8. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Expectations factor: 9/10. Depending on what your personal 
rankings look like, the Lightning are anywhere from the best 
team in the league to maybe fourth or fifth. And that was 
before they got Nikita Kucherov back. 

Drought factor: 0/10. They haven’t won a single Cup in 
almost a year. 

Ticking clock factor: 7/10. The salary cap is squeezing them 
relentlessly, which I guess is what it’s designed to do, and 
they’ll lose a few important depth pieces to free agency. But 
the core is locked in and should be very good for at least a 
few more years. 

Special circumstances: +1. These days, winning back-to-
back Cups gets you an automatic berth in the “best team of 
their generation” conversation, and the Lightning are the only 
team with a shot at that this year. 
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Pressure score: 17/30. The defending champ will never rank 
all that high on these lists but the all-in Lightning feel like 
they’re facing more pressure than most. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Expectations factor: 7/10. A late-season push saw the 
Penguins claim top spot in the East and emerge as the 
division’s favorites, if only barely. 

Drought factor: 2/10. Four years and counting since they won 
Cups Nos. 4 and 5 in back-to-back years. 

Ticking clock factor: 8/10. This feels a lot like the Capitals 
situation. The Crosby/Malkin era isn’t ending anytime soon, 
but with both guys (and also Kris Letang) in their mid-30s, 
there’s only so many kicks at the can left for this core. And 
the rebuild, when it comes, might be painful. 

Special circumstances: +1. Watching your beloved ex-goalie 
have a career year in Vegas while Tristan Jarry struggles 
probably doesn’t help. 

Pressure score: 18/30. I feel like your mileage may vary here 
depending on how quickly you think the window is closing, 
but trading for 36-year-old Jeff Carter suggests the front 
office knows the clock is ticking. 

6. Edmonton Oilers 

Expectations factor: 5/10. On the one hand, this is the best 
Oilers team since 2006. On the other hand, that isn’t saying 
much, and not many people seem to be picking them to even 
come out of the North. 

Drought factor: 8/10. No Cups since Mark Messier left, a 
decade of darkness after the ’06 close call, and only one 
round won since Connor McDavid arrived. For a franchise 
that used to steamroll the league, it’s been a rough stretch. 

Ticking clock factor: 7/10. This one’s dicey. They’re 
reasonably young, and other than Mike Smith there’s no 
reason to think the core won’t be back and maybe even 
better next year. But every year that goes by without some 
sort of deep run is another bead sliding over on the abacus 
labelled “Connor McDavid’s prime.” 

Special circumstances: -1. Unlike the other three Canadian 
playoff teams, the Oilers aren’t moving to what figures to be 
a significantly tougher division next year. 

Pressure score: 19/30. They have to win at least a round, 
right? And if they do, get ready to hear a whole lot of that stat 
about what happened the last five times they beat the Jets in 
the playoffs … 

5. Montreal Canadiens 

Expectations factor: 2/10. Nobody seems to be giving them 
much of a chance against the Maple Leafs. 

Drought factor: 7/10. From the start of the Original Six era 
until their 1993 championship, the Habs never went more 
than seven years between Cups. We’re at 28 and counting 
now. 

Ticking clock factor: 7/10. There’s a good young core in 
place, with some strong prospects ready to help. But Shea 
Weber and Carey Price are getting up there, and between 

GM Marc Bergevin and interim coach Dominique Ducharme, 
there may be at least two jobs on the line over the next few 
days. 

Special circumstances: +3. Because it’s Montreal. 
Preseason games are high pressure, imagine what a playoff 
loss to the Maple Leafs would look like. 

Pressure score: 19/30. Also worth remembering: They go 
back to the stacked Atlantic next year, so if there was ever a 
chance for the Price-era squad to make a run, this has to be 
it right here. 

4. Boston Bruins 

Expectations factor: 6/10. Nobody is really the favorite in the 
East, but the Bruins were at least a trendy pick to pull off a 
minor upset as a first-round road team, and more than a few 
of the experts and models have them as dark horse 
contenders. And that was before their opponent lost their 
goalie a few minutes into the series. 

Drought factor: 3/10. They won in 2011, which isn’t really 
recent anymore but certainly isn’t a drought. That’s the only 
Cup win Bruins fans have seen since 1972, though, and 
there have been two tough losses in the Final since. 

Ticking clock factor: 9/10. Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand 
and Tuukka Rask are all well into their 30s, this is almost 
certainly the last year for David Krejci in Boston, Zdeno 
Chara already left and Taylor Hall will either leave in free 
agency or sign a contract that will give the team another 
over-30s building block. Younger stars like David Pastrnak 
and Charlie McAvoy mean there shouldn’t be any kind of 
total collapse coming, but it really feels like there’s only so 
many chances left for this version of the Bruins that’s been 
excellent for a decade. 

Special circumstances: +1. Taylor Hall gets a point all on his 
own, because an underwhelming postseason will cost him 
millions. 

Pressure score: 19/30. The city of Boston hasn’t seen a 
major sports championship since something like March, so 
they’re probably barely holding it together. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Expectations factor: 9/10. They’ve been one of the favorites 
since opening night. 

Drought factor: 0/10. They haven’t won a Cup, but come on. 
Their fans have been sad for one five-minute power play in 
the entire history of the franchise, this one’s going to be a no 
for me. 

Ticking clock factor: 8/10. Alec Martinez is the only pending 
UFA of significance, but this team isn’t all that young, they’re 
perpetually capped out, and we’re not sure if Marc-Andre 
Fleury will be back. 

Special circumstances: +3. They fired their coach last year 
when they were good, gave up future assets for star wingers 
twice in recent years and signed the biggest UFA of last 
offseason. They’re all in, and they’re not really being subtle 
about it. 
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Pressure score: 20/30. At some point we’re all going to 
notice that they’re trying to build a Cup favorite without ever 
having an actual No. 1 center, right? 

2. Colorado Avalanche 

Expectations factor: 10/10. They’re the favorites to win it all, 
and depending on who you ask, it might be by a wide 
margin. 

Drought factor: 7/10. It feels weird to say this, but we’re now 
up to 20 years since the last Avs championship. They 
haven’t even been out of the second round since 2002. 

Ticking clock factor: 5/10. The core is still in their prime, 
although Gabriel Landeskog needs a new contract and 
Nathan MacKinnon won’t be the league’s biggest bargain 
after 2023. 

Special circumstances: +2. They’re such massive favorites 
over the Blues that if they ever found a way to lose that 
series we could see a 2010 Capitals implosion scenario play 
out. 

Pressure score: 24/30. So there you go, the Avs take top 
spot on our list of … no? One more team to go, you say. 
Sigh, fine, let’s do this … 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Expectations factor: 8/10. They’re the clear-cut favorites to 
come out of the North, although there’s some debate over 
how much of a threat they’d be to the other elite teams after 
that. 

Drought factor: 10/10. They haven’t won a Cup since 1967 or 
a round since 2004, including going oh-for-four in the Auston 
Matthews era. You may have heard about it. 

Ticking clock factor: 7/10. The Leafs are young, but they’re 
capped out and have decisions looming on Frederik 
Andersen to Morgan Rielly, plus Nick Foligno and other 
veterans headed to UFA. But the bigger question is how 
many more early exits they can have before a notoriously 
fickle market gives up on this vision of the team and 
demands big changes. (The answer is one.) 

Special circumstances: +1. Oh, also they’re playing the 
Canadiens in the first round. People will be chill about that, 
right? 

Pressure score: 26/30. The Leafs top the list and I don’t think 
it’s all that debatable. 

The only counter-argument I could imagine is that this is 
Toronto, where a 1993 team that won two rounds is still 
worshipped to this day, so it’s not exactly Stanley Cup or 
bust. That’s fair — you could make the case that a team like 
the Avalanche or Golden Knights is under more pressure to 
actually win it all this year. But the Leafs absolutely have to 
win at least a round or two, or there’s a very good chance 
that something worse than panic sets in over the offseason, 
at which point all bets are off on what was shaping up as the 
best future the team has had in decades. 

If you’re a Leafs fan, you really don’t want that. If you’re a fan 
of any other team, well … you already know how you’re 
hoping this plays out.
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LAVALETTE: ‘Original Six’ make up foundation of Hurricanes’ Cup dreams 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — When Tom Dundon bought the Carolina 
Hurricanes, it didn’t take him long to make top-to-bottom 
changes in an organization that was closing in on a decade 
outside of the playoffs. 

Ron Francis, the beloved franchise icon who went from 
player to assistant coach to executive, was relieved of his 
duties as general manager. 

Other cornerstones of the organization, like Hall of Fame 
radio broadcaster Chuck Kaiton, TV play-by-play mainstay 
John Forslund and longtime assistant GM Brian Tatum, have 
either been shown the door, told their price tag was too high 
or decided to move on — or a combination of some, or all, of 
those factors. 

The changes haven’t just been in the press box or front 
office. 

Coach Bill Peters opted out of his contract following the 
2017-18 season in what felt like an “I quit before you can fire 
me” exit. With Don Waddell ascending to general manager, 
the other big decision was who would succeed Peters. 

Despite the deep weeding of many of the roots the 
organization had planted and nourished since moving to 
North Carolina in 1997, Dundon determined Rod 
Brind’Amour was the one pillar he couldn’t topple without 
bringing down the whole house. 

And so Brind’Amour took the reins from Peters despite 
having no head coaching experience and only team-related 
mediocrity on his resume as an assistant. 

Dundon’s revamped front office then started slashing at the 
roster. But unlike predecessor Peter Karmanos Jr., the 
owner’s cuts weren’t aimed at getting as close to the salary 
cap floor as possible. It was methodical and precise, using a 
combination of analytics, old-school scouting and forward-
thinking roster construction that was built around one central 
figure: Brind’Amour. 

Brind’Amour has made it clear in his three years as coach 
that the tarnish that had built on the team’s legacy as 2006 
Stanley Cup champions needed polishing. His focus, as it 
was during his career, was on hard work, effort and 
accountability. 

Fast forward three years, and it’s clear Brind’Amour & Co. 
didn’t see a lot of that in the group that was in front of them 
at the time. Much like the off-ice departures, the players who 
moved on did so for a variety of reasons. 

Justin Faulk, Elias Lindholm and Noah Hanifin took a hard 
line on contract negotiations, and the team didn’t see as 
much value in those players as they (or perhaps their 
agents) did. Jeff Skinner was unceremoniously dumped to 
Buffalo. Cam Ward and, eventually, Scott Darling were 
replaced in goal. 

They were just a few of the trim-the-fat moves made to a 
franchise mired in mediocrity. 

Which brings us to Monday’s 5-2 win over the Predators in 
Game 1 of their first-round playoff series. After all of the 
maneuvering and hard break-ups, the Hurricanes are among 
the Stanley Cup favorites thanks to Dundon’s commitment to 
Brind’Amour and the coach’s ethos. 

Only six full-time players remain from the team Brind’Amour 
took over — an Original Six, if you will. 

Brett Pesce and Jaccob Slavin, the foundation of Carolina’s 
admired defense, were centerpieces of the win despite it 
being the first playoff game in two years and a day for Pesce 
and Slavin going from game-time decision to typical 
workhorse. 

Teuvo Teravainen and Sebastian Aho are the epitome of the 
Finnish stereotype — hard-working and skilled players who 
put team first, a mindset that aligns perfectly with 
Brind’Amour’s creed. 

Brock McGinn — who the coach called the toughest player 
he has seen since his playing days — played for the first 
time in more than six weeks and looked a lot like the player 
who scored the double-overtime winner in Game 7 two years 
ago in Washington. 

And Jordan Staal, often maligned during Carolina’s Dark 
Ages for his hefty contract, scored two goals and continued 
the lead-by-example legacy set by both Francis and 
Brind’Amour when they wore the “C” in Raleigh. 

While the Hurricanes have rebuilt from the ground up, those 
six — along with Brind’Amour — are many of the few who 
remain from a time not that long ago that didn’t seem so 
bright. It’s a bond at the center of Carolina’s success and 
hopes, one the coach recognizes as important. 

“It always is when you kind of come through some lean times 
and are a part of changing,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s special, 
and that’s what we have here. 

“And the new guys, too. They bought into that, and I think 
they appreciate where we’ve gone. The guys you mentioned 
are a huge part of that.” 
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The Hurricanes may have bottomed out three seasons ago, 
but the changes made and lessons learned have them where 
they wanted to be all along: with an unlimited ceiling.

 

Hurricanes win Game 2 with 3-0 shutout behind Nedeljkovic, PK 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The Carolina Hurricanes endured a plethora of 
penalties but managed to kill off seven Nashville power plays 
in a 3-0 win Wednesday in Game 2 of their first-round playoff 
series against the Predators at PNC Arena to take a 2-0 
series lead 

Sebastian Aho scored twice — once on the power play and 
then into an empty net — and Warren Foegele added an 
insurance goal in the final 30 seconds. Alex Nedeljkovic 
earned his first career playoff shutout and second 
postseason win. 

Three Thoughts 

1. zThe Hurricanes faced a stiff test when defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin’s game-time decision turned into a scratch. It 
became even tougher when they were forced to kill off seven 
penalties. 

Enter Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei. 

The tandem proved to be rocks all night, with Pesce playing 
28:01 (9:18 shorthanded) and Skjei logging 27:44 (9:37 
shorthanded). Those aren’t just a lot of minutes, they’re 
difficult minutes. The end result — with a lot of help from 
Nedeljkovic’s 32 saves — was a shutout. 

“You can’t say enough about those guys,” Brind’Amour said 
of his team’s penalty kill. “All the penalty killers, the 
goaltending. Pesh and Skjei, in particular, obviously had to 
step up and did in a huge way. Just incredible, really, 
performances by those guys.” 

Skjei played 11:06 in the first period alone — including a 
staggering 5:50 on the penalty kill — and the team’s success 
shorthanded allowed Aho’s first goal just eight minutes into 
the game to hold up as the game-winner. 

2. It’s easy to forget that Aho’s winner came courtesy of 
Carolina’s other special teams unit. And it was perhaps the 
most confident the power play has looked in a month. 

Jordan Staal and Andrei Svechnikov kept the puck from 
being cleared early in the power play and reset, and a scrum 
after an Aho point shot led to the puck getting back up top to 
Dougie Hamilton. 

Hamilton walked the puck to the middle of the ice and dished 
to his left to Svechnikov. Svechnikov was perfectly set up to 
shoot from the top of the circle. But as the Predators 
collapsed to get into the shooting lane, Svechnikov zipped a 
pass through a seam to the back door for Aho to bang in. It 
was just the second power play goal in the last nine games 
and snapped a five-game drought. 

3. The Hurricanes leave Raleigh with what they wanted: a 2-
0 lead in the best-of-seven series. It won’t be easier in 
Nashville, where fan momentum will shift to the Predators as 
will the last change that allows a coach to dictate matchups. 

Still, it’s hard to see Nashville having a better opportunity to 
win a game than they did Wednesday, and Carolina just out-
willed the Predators for 60 minutes and might have broken 
their spirit. 

The Hurricanes won’t face a 7-3 power play opportunity 
differential in Friday’s Game 3, so Nashville will need to find 
a way to figure out Nedeljkovic while containing Carolina’s 
attack if they stand any chance to get back in the series. 

The Hurricanes know they can’t take their foot off the gas 
pedal. 

“Both games have been a lot of high intensity, a lot of battles. 
Grind games,” Aho said. “And I don’t expect anything less in 
Nashville.” 

Number To Know 

5 — Scoring chances for the Hurricanes while on the penalty 
kill, compared to just four scoring chances for Nashville’s 
power play in 13:04 minutes. The Predators were limited to 
just 10 shots on goal with the man advantage and allowed 
Carolina to register six despite being down a skater. The 
Hurricanes’ power play, meanwhile, had two shots on goal 
and four scoring chances in 3:50, scoring on one of three 
opportunities and not allowing Nashville any shorthanded 
scoring chances nor shots. 

They Said It 

“I think that’s just the playoff hockey. Those things happen 
and, yeah, I think that’s it.” 

— Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho on if there’s a backstory 
to the animosity between Predators center Erik Haula and 
his former teammates in Carolina.  

Plus 

Alex Nedeljkovic, Hurricanes goalie — Any questions about 
Nedeljkovic have been answered. The rookie goalie 
continues to shine in the Carolina net and had arguably his 
best NHL game on Wednesday. 

“We know that if they make a play that Ned will bail us out,” 
Aho said of the goalie’s play allowing the rest of the penalty 
killers to be aggressive. “It’s just huge when you have a hot 
goalie, and it’s just fun to watch him play right now.” 

The key for Nedeljkovic, he said, has been the mental 
preparation and focus needed to withstand any situation — 
even a tight game with seemingly endless penalty kills. 

“It doesn’t matter if they have 10 shots, 20, 50 shots,” 
Nedeljkovic said. “The biggest things, I feel, is mentally. … 
Your body remembers how to make a save. Your glove just 
knows where to go. But your mind has to be the one that’s 
clear and working and processing things at a fast pace. 

“You can’t really think about it. You just have to go out and 
do it, and that’s tough. Nobody can do it for 60 straight 
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minutes, just not think about it, just do it. It’s tough and it 
takes a lot of work. For me, especially, the less I think, the 
easier the game gets.” 

Minus 

The officials — Between all the penalties called by the refs 
and the countless number of times linesman Michel Cormier 

threw players out of the circle or restarted a faceoff, the 
game dragged on much longer than it should. The players 
and fans deserve better.

 

 

 

Game 2 Recap: Nedeljkovic, Canes Shut Out Predators 

Nedeljkovic becomes second rookie goaltender in franchise 
history to earn postseason shutout 

By Michael Smith 

Alex Nedeljkovic recorded a 32-save shutout and Sebastian 
Aho scored two goals, as the Carolina Hurricanes blanked 
the Nashville Predators 3-0 to take a 2-0 First Round series 
lead. 

"It was definitely a grind game," Aho said. "It was a solid 
team effort, and Ned was huge in the pipes." 

The Difference, Part I 

The last rookie goaltender in franchise history to record a 
shutout in the Stanley Cup Playoffs was Cam Ward, who did 
it twice in a postseason run that ended with the Canes 
raising Lord Stanley's Cup. 

In his second career NHL postseason start, Nedeljkovic 
became just the second goaltender in franchise history to 
accomplish that feat, as he made 32 saves on 32 shots in his 
second straight victory. 

"You always dream about things like this. As a kid growing 
up, you think about playing in the playoffs and playing for a 
Stanley Cup," Nedeljkovic said. "Just to play playoff hockey, 
especially with how hard things have been around the world 
the last year and a half or so, it's a privilege right now to do 
what we get to do. It's exciting." 

That cool, calm and collected response - especially after 
such an emotional and tense 60 minutes in front of another 
raucous sellout crowd of 12,000 at PNC Arena - was 
indicative of Nedeljkovic's demeanor during the entire game. 

"He was pretty calm in there. He made some big saves in 
critical times," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "He was 
huge." 

He was especially critical on the penalty kill, when he made 
10 of his 32 saves en route to the Canes dispatching all 
seven of Nashville's power play opportunities. 

"All the guys in the PK did a great job. Number one star was 
probably Ned. He was a stud tonight," Brady Skjei said. "To 
have a good PK, you need your goaltender playing well. He 
was phenomenal tonight." 

Nedeljkovic's best save of the night came about six minutes 
into the third period and preserved the Canes' 1-0 lead. 
Mikael Granlund found Luke Kunin skating into the zone with 
time and space, but Nedeljkovic was on top of his crease to 
snare Kunin's shot from the high slot. 

It's a small sample size, obviously, but in his first two playoff 
starts with the Canes, Nedeljkovic is 2-0 with a 1.00 goals-
against average and a .964 save percentage. 

"His confidence probably sticks out the most for me. He's not 
cocky or arrogant. He just carries himself with the confidence 
you need to be a goalie," Skjei said. "He's playing great right 
now, and he'll definitely keep that going." 

The Difference, Part II 

Special teams is so often the difference in a hockey game, 
and such was the case in Game 2. The Canes finished 1-for-
3 on the power play and a perfect 7-for-7 on the penalty kill. 

How good was the penalty kill? Not only did they prevent the 
Predators from scoring, but the Canes' penalty kill also out-
chanced the Preds' power play 5-4, according to Natural Stat 
Trick. The Canes' penalty kill also out-shot their own power 
play, 7-2. 

"You can't say enough about those guys. All the penalty 
killers, the goaltending," Brind'Amour said. "Pesce and Skjei 
in particular obviously had to step up tonight and did in a 
huge way. Incredible performances by those guys." 

The amount of whistles and penalties and after-the-whistle 
scrums in the second period turned 20 minutes of game 
action into 42 minutes of actual time. Ice time was uneven 
and rhythm was tough to establish, but the Canes held 
strong. 

"It wasn't pretty, right? The first two periods were no flow. 
Not a very good game, I felt. We couldn't get any traction," 
Brind'Amour said. "We had some guys who couldn't get on 
the ice. It was a very strange flow to the game." 

The Difference, Part III 

On May 19, 2011, "Parks and Recreation" aired its season 
three finale entitled "Li'l Sebastian." It's only fitting, then, that 
exactly 10 years later, (Li'l) Sebastian Aho himself scored 
two goals. 
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After going 0-for-4 on the power play in Game 1, the Canes 
stressed the importance of the man advantage heading into 
Game 2. The first power play came up empty, but Aho made 
sure the second one counted. Andrei Svechnikov looked to 
shoot from the top of the left circle, but instead he threaded a 
tape-to-tape pass to Aho for the one-time finish. 

The goal marked Aho's 25th career NHL postseason point 
(9g, 16a) in his 25th career NHL postseason game. He then 
added an empty-net goal late in regulation to seal the victory. 

Fist Bumps 

The defense 

Brind'Amour said on Tuesday that Jaccob Slavin, despite the 
fact that he played more than 21 minutes in Game 1, "might 
be a game-time decision for a while here yet." Though Slavin 
participated in the morning skate, a lower-body injury kept 
him out of Game 2. 

With Slavin out, Jake Gardiner drew in - he had a productive 
night with two shot attempts, five hits and three blocked 
shots in 9:07 of ice time - and Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce 
saw elevated roles, especially with so many penalties to kill. 

Pesce played a game high 28:01, while Skjei logged 27:44. 
Both players were on the ice for over nine minutes of 
shorthanded action. 

"I figured with Slavo being out I'd go up a little in ice time. 
The PKs were a big part of that reason. It was a solid game," 
Skjei said. "Once you get in the flow of the game, you're not 
thinking about ice time. You're just playing." 

Each of the six Canes' defenders recorded at least one 
blocked shot, while Pesce posted a game-high five blocked 
shots. 

"Right now, it's just about getting the win. Everybody wants 
to do well, but they're not always going to be pretty," 
Nedeljkovic said. "Tonight, there were a lot of sacrifices 
around the board. Guys were blocking shots, diving to make 
plays and getting pucks out. It wasn't our best, but it was a 
really good, gutsy effort." 

Warren Foegele  

For good measure, Foegele netted his first goal of these 
playoffs with just 27.3 seconds left in regulation. Foegele 
stopped and started in the corner and hooked behind the 
back of the cage. He attempted a centering feed to Jordan 
Staal that instead bounced off the skate of Ryan Ellis and 
through Juuse Saros. 

Quote of the Night 

"It doesn't matter if they have 10, 20 or 50 shots. The biggest 
thing is mental. That's where you have to be the most sharp. 
Your body remembers how to make a save. … Your mind 
has to be the one that's clear, working and processing things 
at a fast pace. You can't really think about it. You just have to 
go out and do it. … The less I think, the easier the game 
gets." - Alex Nedeljkovic  

Up Next 

This series shifts to Nashville for Games 3 and 4 on Friday 
and Sunday, respectively. 

"Both games have been high intensity with a lot of battle. 
Grind games," Aho said. "I don't expect anything less in 
Nashville."
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Nedeljkovic, Hurricanes shut out Predators in Game 2, extend series lead 

Rookie goalie makes 32 saves for second straight playoff 
win; Aho scores twice 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Alex Nedeljkovic made 32 saves for the 
Carolina Hurricanes in a 3-0 win against the Nashville 
Predators in Game 2 of the Stanley Cup First Round at PNC 
Arena on Wednesday. 

Nedeljkovic, a rookie, won his second straight start in the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs; he made 22 saves in a 5-2 win in 
Game 1 here Monday. 

"It's just another game," Nedeljkovic said. "I can't answer it 
any other way. You try to play as loose as you can and at the 
same time under control and have the right frame of mind. 
Hopefully good things happen." 

Sebastian Aho scored twice for the Hurricanes, who 
extended their lead in the best-of-7 series. 

"It starts with the hot goalie," Aho said. "You've got the 
confidence to put the pressure on their players. We know if 
they make a play, 'Ned' will bail us out. It's huge when you 
have a hot goalie. It's just fun to watch him play right now." 

Juuse Saros made 28 saves for the Predators, who were 0-
for-7 on the power play. They had 10 shots on goal with the 
man-advantage. 

"Obviously I think everyone needs to be better," Nashville 
captain Roman Josi said. "I'm on the power play, so I have to 
do a better job. Every guy has to look in the mirror and be 
better. It's such a huge part of the game, especially in the 
playoffs." 

Game 3 is at Nashville on Friday (7 p.m. ET; USA, FXX-CA, 
TVAS2, BSSO). 

Aho gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 8:03 of the first period when 
he one-timed a pass from Andrei Svechnikov in the right 
face-off circle for a power-play goal. He scored an empty-net 
goal at 19:07 of the third to make it 2-0. 

Warren Foegele scored on a centering pass from behind the 
net that deflected off Ryan Ellis at 19:32 for the 3-0 final. 

"It was definitely a grind game, a lot of penalties, a lot of 4-
on-4s, power plays," Aho said. "Not all guys can get in a 

rhythm, but great job from our guys to still be ready when 
their turn was going on the ice. Just a solid team effort." 

Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin did not play because 
of a lower-body injury. Defensemen Brady Skjei (9:37) and 
Brett Pesce (9:18) took on a heavier load on the penalty kill 
in Slavin's absence. Skjei played 27:44, his most ice time 
this season. 

"Pesce and Skjei in particular had to step up tonight and did 
it in a huge way," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 
"You can't say enough about those guys, all the penalty 
killers, the goaltending." 

Nedeljkovic made 15 saves in the second period. 

"All the penalties we took, the stress level goes way up, and 
he looked pretty calm in there," Brind'Amour said. 
"Obviously, he was huge." 

Saros kept it 1-0 when he made a right-pad save against 
Vincent Trocheck on a 2-on-1 at 13:38 of the first period. 

"'Juice' will be Juice," Nashville forward Ryan Johansen said 
of Saros. "He's a stud, he's one of the hardest-working kids 
in the business. We count on him to keep doing his thing, 
and he was great tonight." 

The Predators are 0-for-10 on the power play in the series. 

"They force you to be able to make plays under pressure and 
quick ones," Nashville coach John Hynes said. "We have to 
do a better job getting into the zone and we have to do a 
better job of making that next play to stop the pressure. If 
you do that, then you're going to be a little bit more 
successful." 

NOTES: Nedeljkovic is the second rookie goalie in 
Hurricanes history to have a postseason shutout; Cam Ward 
had two when they won the Stanley Cup in 2006 (Game 1 of 
the Eastern Conference Semifinals against the New Jersey 
Devils; Game 2 of the Stanley Cup Final against the 
Edmonton Oilers). … Carolina defenseman Jake Gardiner 
replaced Slavin and had five hits and three blocked shots in 
9:07. … Predators forward Calle Jarnkrok did not play due to 
a non-COVID-19 related illness and was replaced by forward 
Eeli Tolvanen, who was minus-1 in 16:35. … Josi led 
Nashville in time on ice (26:29) and shots on goal (eight).
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Aho, Nedeljkovic lift Hurricanes past Predators, 3-0 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Alex Nedeljkovic stayed composed 
and steady all night in net. It’s a good thing the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ penalty kill did, too. 

That’s why they are up 2-0 in their first-round playoff series 
on the Nashville Predators. 

Nedeljkovic finished with 32 saves to lead a perfect showing 
for Carolina’s kill, helping the Hurricanes beat the Predators 
3-0 on Wednesday night.  

The 25-year-old made his first career playoff start Monday in 
a series-opening 5-2 win, then found himself under plenty of 
pressure considering the Hurricanes were called for nine 
penalties and spent nearly all night protecting a 1-0 lead. 

And yet, the Hurricanes turned away all seven power plays 
despite playing without top-line defenseman Jaccob Slavin. 

“It seemed like more than seven tonight,” Nedeljkovic said. 

Carolina had killed 19 of 20 penalties over its last eight 
regular-season games, and has killed all 10 in the first two 
games of this best-of-seven series. 

“They’re not always going to be pretty,” Nedeljkovic said. 
“Tonight there was a lot of sacrifices around the board there. 
Guys were blocking shots, guys were diving to make plays, 
get pucks out — it wasn’t our best, but it was a really good 
effort, a really gutsy effort.” 

Sebastian Aho scored twice, including when he finally gave 
the Hurricanes some breathing room by skating down a 
loose puck to score an empty-netter at 19:07 of the third to 
make it 2-0. 

Warren Foegele added a third goal in the final seconds, a 
rare success for Carolina against Nashville goaltender Juuse 
Saros. 

The Hurricanes won Game 1 on Monday, scoring three times 
in the final 20 minutes to break open a 2-2 game. That game 
included the first for the Hurricanes since the easing of 
public-gathering restrictions in the state, clearing the way for 
12,000 fans to attend and create a rowdy and loud home-ice 
edge. 

This time, that crowd was treated to a physical, feisty and 
penalty-filled contest in which neither team missed many 
chances to shove or tug on an opponent’s jersey after the 
whistle. 

Saros finished with 28 saves for Nashville, where the series 
shifts for Friday’s Game 3 with the Predators desperate to 
get something out of their power play. 

“We were a better team than we were in the first night,” 
Predators coach John Hynes said. “We obviously know the 

power play has got to be better. But I think there’s a lot of 
positives going out of this game and then coming home.” 

GOALIES’ NIGHT 

Nedeljkovic and Saros were strong all night. 

Nedeljkovic made a big save early in the third when 
Nashville’s Luke Kunin skated in on a shift and loaded up a 
big shot on a clean look. Nedeljkovic gloved it as he ended 
up sitting on the ice, legs stretched in front of him. 

“It’s huge when you have a hot goalie, and it’s just fun to 
watch him play right now,” Aho said. 

As for Saros, he had to make some big stops even when 
Nashville was on the power play. 

That included in the first period when the Hurricanes got a 2-
on-1 chance. Saros slid right to stop Vincent Trocheck’s shot 
and then kick away his rebound attempt in a terrific effort, 
then stopped Aho on a clean look from between the circles 
on a give-and-go play late in the second. 

“They probably had more chances on their power play than 
we did,” “captain Roman Josi said. 

SLAVIN’S STATUS 

Slavin has a lower-body injury that coach Rod Brind’Amour 
has said will essentially make him a game-time decision for 
the foreseeable future.  

He played 21:25 of ice time on Monday but couldn’t go 
Wednesday. That meant major minutes for defensemen Brett 
Pesce (28:01) and Brady Skjei (27:44) to grind through this 
one. 

LINEUP TWEAKS 

Nashville split up defensemen Roman Josi and Ryan Ellis 
from the top pairing, with Josi lined up with Alexandre Carrier 
and Ellis paired with Mattias Ekholm. Nashville also had 
winger Eeli Tolvanen back in the lineup after he sat in Game 
1. 

The Predators were without forward Calle Jarnkrok due to a 
non-COVID illness. Jarnkrok, who played 12:53 in Monday’s 
opener, is considered day-to-day.  

STORM WARNING 

Rapper Petey Pablo sounded the pregame storm-warning 
siren. The North Carolina native is best known for his “Raise 
Up” song, prominently referencing his home state, that plays 
after Hurricanes goals during home games. 

Duke assistant basketball coach Nolan Smith and PGA Tour 
professional Doc Redman, a Raleigh native, sounded the 
siren during the intermissions.
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NHL Playoff Buzzer: MacKinnon mania, double OT, more from Wednesday 

By James O'Brien  

 So, OT in every Bruins – Capitals playoff game so 
far wasn’t enough for you? “Fine,” the Bruins and 
Capitals said, “We’ll do DOUBLE OT in Game 3.” 

 Despite receiving seven power-play opportunities, 
the Predators couldn’t score a single goal against 
the Hurricanes in Game 2. Ouch. 

 The Jets and Oilers kicked off their series with a 
close Game 1 that didn’t look close. (You’ll see if 
you scroll a bit.) 

 Game 2 of Avalanche – Blues, though? Not too 
close, then scandalous and close. Then empty-
netters. 

 Get ready for four more NHL playoff games on 
Thursday. 

Game 3: Bruins 3, Capitals 2 [2 OT] (BOS leads series 2-1) 

Apparently it can’t ever be easy between the Bruins and 
Capitals. A single OT wasn’t enough in Game 3, as Craig 
Smith scored a double OT goal to give the Bruins a 2-1 
series lead over the Capitals. Each team went 1-for-5 on the 
power play in a game that got testy, and as this series 
continues to be excruciatingly tight. 

Game 2: Hurricanes 3, Predators 0 (CAR leads series 2-0) 

Simply put, a pathetic performance from the Predators’ 
power play. They failed to score a single goal on seven 
power-play opportunities, while the Hurricanes went 1-for-3 
on theirs. Honestly, Sebastian Aho arguably produced more 
chances during Predators power plays. It was that bad. 
Considering that letdown on special teams, the Predators 
were fortunate to be in most of Game 2 vs. the Hurricanes, 
but they couldn’t get the job done. They need to find some 
answers as that series shifts to Nashville. 

Game 1: Jets 4, Oilers 1 (WIN 1-0) 

Now, you might see that 4-1 score and question how Game 
1 was close between the Jets and Oilers. Ah, young 
grasshopper, the answer is: empty-netters. The Jets piled 
two of them on to inflate the score. Credit Winnipeg for giving 
the dangerous Edmonton attack little time to add drama, but 
this was mostly a narrow win. That said, a shorthanded Jets 
team bottling Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl (zero 
points apiece) is impressive no matter how you slice it. 

Game 2: Avalanche 6, Blues 3 (COL leads 2-0) 

If you turned off Game 2 of Avalanche – Blues after Colorado 
went up 3-0, then you missed quite a bit. St. Louis chipped 
away at that lead, making things interesting on a major 
power play opportunity after Nazem Kadri was ejected for a 
bad hit on Justin Faulk. Colorado limited the damage of that 
five-minute opportunity to a goal, but it was then 3-2. Then 
the two teams traded goals, the Avalanche added two 
empty-netters, and won. Things escalated to the point where 
it’s fair to wonder how the rest of that First Round series 
might go. But it seems clear that Nazem Kadri won’t play in 
Blues – Avalanche Game 3, and might sit even more games 
with another playoff suspension. 

Three Stars for NHL playoff action on Wednesday 

1. Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado Avalanche 

It’s too early to etch Nathan MacKinnon’s name on the 2021 
Conn Smythe Trophy. Yet, if the Avalanche can justify their 
status as favorites and win their first Stanley Cup since the 
Joe Sakic – Peter Forsberg – Patrick Roy days, then 
MacKinnon might have some hardware to add. 

In Game 1, MacKinnon generated three points. He was even 
deadlier in Game 2, scoring four points vs. the Blues 
(MacKinnon had a hat trick and an assist). 

There are times when the Avalanche seem capable of 
scoring at will, and there were stretches where they seemed 
to slow down ever so slightly in Game 2 vs. the Blues. It kind 
of makes you wonder what Colorado’s capable of against an 
opponent truly equipped to trade chances. 

It’s unclear if the Blues have any real answer for MacKinnon. 
To be fair, who does? 

2. Connor Hellebuyck, Winnipeg Jets 

Maybe the Oilers would respond: the answer for Nathan 
MacKinnon is even more offense from Connor McDavid? 

Well, in Game 1 of Jets – Oilers, that wasn’t the case. 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl couldn’t collect a single point, 
and Connor Hellebuyck played a prominent role in making it 
that way. For those who groan at “Connor vs. Connor,” well 
… that was kind of a story here. 

The Jets were able to sneak past the Oilers in Game 1 
thanks largely to Hellebuyck and his 32 saves. No doubt, 
Winnipeg as a whole deserves credit for at least limiting the 
damage McDavid and Draisaitl could create. 

Doing that night-in, and night-out won’t be easy. It might not 
even be possible. But now the Jets merely need to win three 
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of their next six games to advance beyond this First Round 
series. Most would bet that, if they do that, Hellebuyck would 
play a featured role. 

That said, it’s difficult to say if Hellebuyck + the Jets had a 
better night than … 

3. Alex Nedeljkovic and the Carolina Hurricanes penalty kill 

For the first time in his NHL career, Alex Nedeljkovic 
generated a playoff shutout. He earned it, too, making 32 
saves to get that shutout. 

That said, it’s important to give the Hurricanes credit as a 
team — especially on the penalty kill. The Hurricanes scored 
a goal on one of three power plays, while the Predators 
received seven power-play opportunities in Game 2. 

It was a joint effort: the Hurricanes kept the Predators from 
getting many dangerous chances in Game 2, and 
Nedeljkovic did the rest. 

Aho scored two goals on the night, but one was an empty-
netter, so he falls short of being one of Wednesday’s three 
stars from playoff action. 

Stats of the night for Wednesday in the NHL 

 Alex Nedeljkovic became the second rookie 
Hurricanes goalie to collect a playoff hat trick. 

 This marked Nathan MacKinnon’s first playoff hat 
trick, but he’s generated 3+ points in playoff games 
on nine occasions. Sportsnet stats notes that 
MacKinnon’s nine leaves him second since 2014, 
behind only Nikita Kucherov (12). Not too shabby, 
being that this was MacKinnon’s 42 playoff game 
during that span (and for his career). 

2021 NHL Draft Lottery set; some 2021 NHL Awards official 

 Check out the 2021 NHL Draft Lottery odds (Buffalo 
Sabres have the best chance at the top pick). 

 With the 2020-21 regular season officially over, the 
Art Ross goes to Connor McDavid, while Auston 
Matthews won the Maurice Richard Trophy. As 
obvious as that is, this post provides some 
interesting context regarding their 
accomplishments. 

THURSDAY’S NHL PLAYOFF SCHEDULE 

Game 3: Panthers at Lightning (TB leads 2-0), 6:30 p.m. ET 
– CNBC (livestream) 
Game 3: Penguins at Islanders (Series tied 1-1), 7 p.m. ET – 
NBCSN (livestream) 
Game 1: Canadiens at Maple Leafs, 7:30 p.m. ET (NHL 
Network) 
Game 3: Golden Knights at Wild (Series tied 1-1), 9:30 p.m. 
ET – NBCSN (livestream)
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Aho, Skjei, Nedeljkovic on Game 2 victory 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Nashville Predators 3-
0 to take a 2-0 series lead. Rod Brind’Amour, Sebastian Aho, 
Brady Skjei and Alex Nedeljkovic spoke with the media 
following the game. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Nashville Predators by 
a final score of 3-0 in Game 2 to take a 2-0 series lead.  

Alex Nedeljkovic turned aside all 32 shots he faced to post 
his first career postseason shutout, helped along by a two-
goal performance by Sebastian Aho and a perfect seven for 
seven penalty kill. 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour along with Aho, Brady Skjei 
and Nedeljkovic spoke with the media via Zoom following the 
game. Here’s what they had to say. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the volume of penalties and stoppages: It wasn’t pretty, 
right? The first two periods were kind of no flow and it just 
wasn’t a very good game I felt. We just couldn’t get any 
traction. We had some guys who couldn’t get on the ice 
because they don’t kill penalties. It was just a very strange 
kind of flow to the game. 

On his penalty killers: You can’t say enough about those 
guys. All the penalty killers, the goaltending, Pesce and Skjei 
in particular. They obviously had to step up today and they 
did in a huge way. Just incredible performances really by 
those guys.  

On the most impressive part of Nedeljkovic’s performance: 
He’s pretty calm in there. Obviously made some big saves at 
critical times. All the penalties we took. The stress level goes 
way up, but he looked pretty calm in there. He was huge. I 
mentioned those other guys too that came up big. I thought 
Sebastian had a great game. Very competitive. Played hard 
obviously, but we had some big time performances tonight.  

On the familiarity between the two teams adding to the 
intensity: I’m sure it does. This first round is always this way. 
Everyone’s so excited to finally be playing really meaningful 
games. As it goes on, I find it gets less and less if you can 
make it out of these rounds because the energy just gets 
sapped out of you a little bit. Right now though, everyone is 
just on full adrenaline and that’s kind of how these games go. 

On deciding starting goaltenders going off of either mental or 
physical fatigue: That’s a good question. That’s kind of how 
we’ve looked at it all year. That’s what we’ve kind of rotated 
or made sure we didn’t overwork a guy because it’s both. I’d 
hope that because we did that all year, it gives us a little 
more flexibility or freedom that if we had the opportunity to 
roll another guy that we could because he didn’t get 

overworked during the regular season. But we always just 
take it one game at a time. 

On Nedeljkovic having shades of Cam Ward: When Cam 
came in, we didn’t feel like he was a rookie in [the locker 
room]. I don’t think the guys think Ned is a rookie in there. 
You guys make a way bigger deal out of it. I get it. It’s an 
exciting story to talk about, but he’s been around a long time 
and he’s been here all year. Guys have a lot of faith in him or 
else he wouldn’t be in there. 

On balancing the intensity levels: We don’t want to get 
involved because it opens up whether you think things are 
penalties or not. Embellishment or not. It opens up to have 
that be called when you have to take a cheap shot. You just 
have to. We got what we were given back, but those were 
what was being called. You just can’t get involved in that 
stuff because it just doesn’t help. 

On keeping the guys who don’t kill penalties engaged: You 
just try to get them out when you can. That’s why my 
matchups, I didn’t stick with them because I was just trying to 
get guys into a rhythm and more importantly just get them on 
the ice. It’s just part of it. I think the guys that didn’t get to 
play much in the first couple periods got it going in the third 
and did a nice job for us. 

Sebastian Aho 

On the grind of the game: It was definitely a grind game. Lots 
of penalties, lots of 4-on-4s, power plays. Not all the guys 
can get in a rhythm. But great job from our guys, still being 
ready when it was their turn to go onto the ice, just a solid 
team effort and obviously Ned was solid in the pipes. 

On generating offense while on the PK: You just...I don’t 
know. I think it’s more, you try to not let them score a goal, 
right? The way I like to play PK is puck pressure, and 
sometimes there’s chances, and it doesn’t matter – if it’s PP, 
PK, 5 on 5, if there’s a breakaway chance I’m going for it. It 
happens – it’s not something I’m thinking about when I’m out 
there that I’ve got to get the breakaway on the PK. It’s from 
the puck pressure, and sometimes you get a little lucky 
bounce. 

On Nedeljkovic performing as a rookie: You can tell he has 
confidence between the pipes. Obviously, we talked about 
PK, and the defensive game overall, it starts with the hot 
goalie. You’ve got the confidence to put the pressure on their 
players, that we know if they make a play Ned will bail us 
out. It’s huge when you have a hot goalie, and it’s just fun to 
watch him play right now. 

On keeping momentum on the road: Both these games have 
been high intensity, lots of battles, grind games. I don’t 
expect anything less in Nashville. 
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On Erik Haula getting under the Canes’ skin: I think that’s 
just playoff hockey. Those things happen. I think that’s it. 

Brady Skjei 

On the demands of the game with Slavin out: I figured with 
Slavin being out I would go up a little bit in ice time. 
Obviously, the PKs were a big part of that reason. That was 
a solid game. Once you get in the flow of the game, you’re 
not even thinking about ice time. You’re just kind of playing. 
That was kind of my thought process going through it, and I 
thought we did a really good job. 

On momentum coming off the penalty kill: I think all the guys 
on the PK did a great job. The number one star is probably 
Ned. He was a stud tonight. To have a good PK you need 
your goaltender playing well, and he was phenomenal 
tonight. Lot of credit to him, and the other guys that killed off 
those penalties tonight. 

On what impresses about Nedeljkovic: I think his confidence 
probably sticks out the most for me. He’s not cocky or 
arrogant, he just carries himself with that confidence you 
need to be a goalie. You can just tell the way he plays the 
puck, with that confidence and poise, it helps us D out a lot, 
and it helps our team out a ton. He’s playing great right now, 
and he’ll definitely keep that going. 

On the series being more feisty than expected: I don’t know. 
I think it’s playoff hockey. I think every series you play in is 
physical, it’s feisty. Whenever you play a team four to seven 
times in a row, it’s going to get chippy. I thought we’ve done 
a good job of answering the bell with the chippiness and the 
physical play, and we just have to keep that going. 

Alex Nedeljkovic 

On his confidence in game 2: It’s just another game. 
Obviously there’s more stakes to it now, higher stakes, 
however you want to say it. But it’s just another game, and 
that’s how you have to look at it. It doesn’t matter what the 
score is. If you give up ten, if you give up none, if you give up 
whatever, one, it doesn’t matter. Right now it’s just about 
getting the win. Obviously everybody wants to do well, but 
they’re not always going to be pretty. Tonight there were a lot 
of sacrifices around the board there. Guys were blocking 
shots, guys were diving to make plays, get pucks out. It 
wasn’t our best, but it was a really good effort, really gutsy 
effort. 

On managing his composure in a game with seven PKs: It 
seemed like more than seven tonight. But like I said before, 
it’s just another game. I really can’t answer it any other way. 
That’s how I look at it, and that’s how I try to go about it 
every day. It’s just a game. Even in practice, you’re having 
fun. Obviously you can be a little more loose in practice. 
You’re going to give up goals in practice, and obviously they 
don’t count. But when you get out here you try to play as 
loose as you can, and at the same time be as composed and 
under control, and have the right frame of mind, and 
hopefully good things happen. 

On killing penalties as a goalie and the physical and mental 
toll: For me, it’s mostly mental. Even if it’s like the other night, 
[where] they only had about 20-some shots, so it wasn’t the 
most physically taxing game. Tonight, obviously, they were in 
our end a little bit more, so it was a little more physically 

demanding. At the end of the day it doesn’t matter if they 
have ten shots, 20, 50 shots, the biggest thing I feel is 
mentally. Really, that’s where you have to be the most sharp. 
Your body remembers how to make a save, your glove just 
knows where to go and things like that. But your mind has to 
be what’s clear and working and processing things at a fast 
pace. You just can’t really think about it. You just have to go 
out and do it. And that’s tough. Nobody can do it for 60 
straight minutes, not think about it and just do it. It’s tough, 
and it takes a lot of work. The less I think, the easier the 
game gets. 

On being in a 1-0 game with mayhem everywhere: That’s the 
stuff that you think about growing up. Even in practices, you 
try to play out certain scenarios. Maybe if in your mind, a 
one-goal game, few minutes left, you’ve got to make a save. 
That’s fun. Crowd’s on the edge of their seat the whole time. 
Those blowouts – 5-0, 5-1, whatever it is – they’re fun, 
obviously. They’re a little more easygoing. There’s nothing 
like a close game, a tense game, the whole time from the 
first puck drop to the final buzzer. Everybody was on the 
edge of their seat. The next shot, you never know what could 
happen. It could be a hit, it could be a broken stick, just 
whatever, could change the tide of the game. That’s the 
beauty of the game. 

On the journey this season from being on waivers to get to 
this point: I tried not to look too far ahead at that point. I was 
just trying to stay focused in the moment with everything 
going on. You always dream about things like this, and you 
always, as a kid growing up, think about playing in the 
playoffs and playing for a Stanley Cup. We have a long way 
to go, don’t get me wrong, a long way to go before that, but 
just to play playoff hockey, especially with how bad things 
have been around the world the last year and a half, it’s a 
privilege to do what we get to do, and it’s just exciting. 

On familiarity breeding comfortability against a known 
opponent: It’s tough to get comfortable. If you get 
comfortable, maybe you get a little complacent and you let 
off the gas a little bit. You can’t do that, especially in the 
playoffs, and especially against this team. They’re always 
running, they’re going, they’re trying to get above you in the 
neutral zone, trying to get pucks behind us and create those 
odd man rushes and let their skill take over. They work hard 
too. That fourth line there just works and works and works, 
and they always seem to find a way to create something. 
You have to be sharp. You can’t take a breath. 

On proving the decision makers right with keeping three 
goalies: I try not to think too big picture like that. I try to just 
take it a day at a time, one game at a time. I talked to Paul 
yesterday, he let me know that I was going to play today, but 
my focus was never “alright, I’ve got to go out and show 
whoever, the higher ups, that they made the right decision”. 
It goes back to thinking too much. If I’m thinking about 
somebody else and not about the things I can control, then 
I’m not doing myself any favors. The only things I can control 
are what goes on on the ice. If I’m in net, that’s just playing 
my game, doing my thing, and giving us a good chance to 
win. If I’m on the bench or in the stands, then I’m going to be 
the biggest cheerleader, biggest support, that the guys need. 
Whatever it takes now. It doesn’t matter if I play every game, 
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or if these are the only two games I play, it doesn’t matter. 
We’re here to win, and that’s what matters.

 

Canes, Nedeljkovic shutout Predators to take 2-0 series lead 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Nashville Predators 3-
0 in Game 2 to take a 2-0 series lead. 

By Ryan Henkel 

Carolina has Nashville on the ropes.  

Wednesday evening saw the Hurricanes skate to a 3-0 
shutout over the Nashville Predators in Game 2 to take a 2-0 
series lead. 

A 2-0 series lead that has seen Carolina been the better 
team in every regard. 

Coming into the series, one of the Predators’ main game 
plans was to out-physical the Canes, hoping to literally knock 
them out of the playoffs. This was evident with players like 
Erik Gudbranson, Ben Harpur and Mathieu Olivier in their 
lineup.  

That plan instantly backfired on them as the Hurricanes 
outmuscled the tenacious Preds leading in hits 56-49 in 
Game 1 and then for good measure, hammered them again 
in Game 2, with a final hit count of 52-39.  

That was their plan: out grind the Hurricanes. The team that 
Rod Brind’Amour built to always give 100% and a team that 
forechecks you to death with wave after wave of lines playing 
the exact same way.  

Nashville tried to change the plan up a bit in Game 2, opting 
to finally bring in their talented rookie, Eeli Tolvanen, as well 
as dependable defenseman Matt Benning rather than the 
muscle lineup they wanted and the game went worse for 
them. 

The Hurricanes scored three times on Nashville and Alex 
Nedeljkovic secured his second career postseason win and 
first ever postseason shutout.  

Oh yeah, and the Predators went 0 for 7 on the power play. 
Zero. For. Seven.  

And the Canes were without Jaccob Slavin who was listed as 
a game-time decision the morning before the game but did 
end up missing Game 2 with a lower-body injury.  

Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce filled the void he left, each 
registering over nine minutes on the penalty kill with only one 
other defenseman, Jani Hakanpaa, even seeing over three 
minutes of PK time. 

Despite seemingly heavily weighted officiating, the Predators 
haven’t been able to score a single goal with a man 
advantage, now being 0 for 10 in the entire series.  

The Canes on the other hand did net a power play goal — 
going 1 for 3 on the night. Andrei Svechnikov laced a perfect 
cross-ice pass to Sebastian Aho for the one-timer blast that 
Juuse Saros couldn’t get to in time. 

And the Canes rode that one-goal lead through to the end. 

It’s not like the game was a blowout by any means. It was a 
one-goal game until 59th minute where Aho netted his 
second goal of the game into the empty net and then Warren 
Foegele bounced a puck off a Predator’s skate from behind 
the goal line. 

But that was more due to the credit of Saros.  

The Finnish netminder has been the Predators best player — 
robbing shorthanded chances and high-danger Vincent 
Trocheck shots — in each game and the team has done 
nothing to support his efforts. 

He’s been lights out for Nashville, but Nedeljkovic has been 
even better. The biggest thing Nashville was banking on 
coming into the series was his play and Ned has outdueled 
him every step of the way so far. 

The fact of the matter was that Game 2 felt like more of a 
horribly deflating loss for Nashville rather than a crushing 
victory for Carolina. 

Nashville’s roster in Game 1 didn’t deliver with what it 
intended. Their roster in Game 2 did worse. There isn’t much 
more where Nashville can go in this series, but it isn’t over 
until that fourth win is secured.  

Carolina will be heading into a hostile Bridgestone Arena for 
Game 3 on Friday and Game 4 on Sunday and will have the 
tough task of potentially finishing out the series if they stick to 
their game.  

Saros is still the Predator’s best chance at stealing a game 
and if he can find even more levels to his game, Nashville 
could be a tough out.  

But after that win from a Carolina team that was at every 
disadvantage, it seems it’s just an inevitability.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251530013.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251531403.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251549943.html 

https://theathletic.com/2599503/2021/05/20/down-goes-brown-every-team-wants-to-win-some-teams-have-to-win-its-the-playoff-pressure-rankings/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/05/lavalette-original-six-make-up-foundation-of-hurricanes-cup-dreams/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/05/hurricanes-win-game-2-with-3-0-shutout-behind-nedeljkovic-pk/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/game-2-recap-alex-nedeljkovic-canes-shut-out-predators/c-324848776 

https://www.nhl.com/news/nashville-predators-carolina-hurricanes-game-2-recap/c-324663796 
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With tired legs and stout hearts, Canes defensemen pull yeoman duty in 
Game 2 win 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

MAY 20, 2021 12:03 AM 

 

RALEIGH 

When the word came down that Jaccob Slavin would not be available for 
the second game of the playoffs, Brady Skjei figured his ice time would 
go up a little as the Carolina Hurricanes adjusted for the absence of their 
workhorse defenseman. 

Then the penalties started coming, one after another. At least two were 
certainly embellished by the Nashville Predators, but the others weren’t, 
and Skjei kept going back over the boards on the penalty-kill — over and 
over again. 

It was going to be a long night for those two anyway with Slavin out. It 
didn’t help that the Hurricanes had to kill seven Nashville power plays. 

“It seemed like more than seven,” goalie Alex Nedeljkovic said afterward. 

And it did. 

By the time the Hurricanes finally closed out the 3-0 win Wednesday 
night to take a 2-0 series lead, Skjei and Brett Pesce were on either side 
of the 28-minute mark, seeing almost half of the minutes available to the 
Carolina defense. 

That’s not how it was drawn up on paper Wednesday afternoon, but 
that’s what it took to win a playoff game. These are the sacrifices that 
must be made, the extremes that must be surmounted. That duo was put 
to the test, and merely a passing grade isn’t good enough at this time of 
year. 

“I figured with (Slavin) being out, I might go up a little bit in ice time,” Skjei 
said. “Obviously, the PK was a big part of that reason. It was a solid 
game. Once you get in the flow of the game, you’re not even thinking 
about ice time. You’re just kind of playing. That was kind of my thought 
process going through it. I thought we did a really good job.” 

In some ways, their yeoman effort epitomized the Hurricanes’ Game 2 
performance: Not always elegant, but in the right place at the right time, 
again and again. 

It’s easy to look at the scoreline and think, OK. Simple enough. A three-
goal win and a Nedeljkovic shutout. But it was a one-goal game until the 
final minute, when Sebastian Aho sealed the win with an empty-netter 
and Warren Foegele added a freebie off a defenseman’s skate. 

It was never easy. It was a slog. 

“It wasn’t pretty, right? First two periods, no flow, not a good game, I felt,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We couldn’t get any traction. 
We had some guys we couldn’t get on the ice because they didn’t kill 
penalties. Very strange flow to a game.” 

And for Pesce and Skjei, it was a marathon. It took everything they had. 
They were the last line of defense, and when that line faltered, 
Nedeljkovic was up to the task. Whether it was staying big in his crease 
early or making a glove save on Luke Kunin from the splits with the 
Hurricanes clinging to a one-goal lead, the rookie showed no signs of the 
early jitters from Monday’s playoff debut. 

He was especially good in the third, when the Predators finally gathered 
some momentum at even strength and applied consistent pressure, only 
to give it back to the Hurricanes when the Predators went on the power 
play. The Hurricanes actually outchanced the Predators while down a 
man, with an Aho breakaway as the best opportunity. 

That might have been good for another Aho playoff hat trick. As it was, 
Aho potted a pass from Andrei Svechnikov on a first-period power play to 
start the scoring and thought he finished it in the third. Coming on the 
heels of the rare playoff game when Aho was kept off the scoresheet, it 
was the kind of two-way performance the Hurricanes have come to 
expect from Aho. 
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The Hurricanes have come to expect similar things from Slavin on the 
blue line, and their long-term prospects are considerably dimmer without 
him available. Skjei and Pesce ably filled the void Wednesday, but the 
Hurricanes were noticeably slower in the third period and struggled to get 
out of their own zone — whether because of fatigue on the part of Skjei 
and Pesce or rust on the part of other defensemen thrown into a tense 
situation without their legs fully under them. 

This worked Wednesday, but it’s probably not sustainable, not that giving 
the opposition seven chances with the man advantage ever is. Skjei and 
Pesce will sleep well after this. Brind’Amour may not. 

These are the demands playoff hockey makes on everyone. So far, the 
Hurricanes have had the answers. 
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Here’s what the Hurricanes can improve upon ahead of Game 2 against 
the Predators 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

MAY 19, 2021 01:43 PM, UPDATED MAY 19, 2021 02:06 PM 

 

If there was one thing missing from the Carolina Hurricanes’ Game 1 
performance, other than a power-play goal, it was the usual production 
from the top line of Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Andrei 
Svechnikov after that group was reunited to start the second period. 

That’s nitpicking, really, since not only did two members of that line score 
separately but the Hurricanes weren’t exactly hurting for offense in the 5-
2 win over the Nashville Predators. But it’s a sign of how high 
expectations are for the TSA line when it’s together. 

For good reason: Aho was held scoreless Monday for only the third time 
in his past 14 playoff games. Aho had a great chance in the third, but 
was stopped on a breakaway by Nashville goalie Juuse Saros. 

“We had a bunch of chances as a line,” Aho said Wednesday. “Obviously 
we’d like to score one of those but as long as we’re winning it doesn’t 
matter.” 

Teravainen’s goal came during a first-period line change that saw him on 
the ice with Jordan Martinook and Steven Lorentz, while the Hurricanes 
hope Svechnikov’s empty-netter will get his scoring jump-started. 
Svechnikov scored only twice in the final 11 games of the regular 
season, both in the same game. 

As for the power play, Aho said the Hurricanes talked about their 0-for-4 
night, which did include several scoring chances but no goals. 

“We had some looks,” Aho said. “The last couple days we’ve been 
working on it. We talked about it. It all comes down to executing those 
passes and those shots.” 

The message to stick with the game plan and go back to what brought 
the Hurricanes success in Game 1 started at the top Wednesday, with 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour trying to ensure his team doesn’t rest 
on its performance. 

“You just don’t want to have any letdown,” Brind’Amour said. “Our only 
chance to win is to play the way we played. Any letdown, and it goes out 
the window.” 

NO CHANGES EXPECTED 

Brind’Amour said Wednesday morning while Jaccob Slavin will continue 
to be a game-time decision, he doesn’t expect any changes to the lineup 

for Game 2. That includes Alex Nedeljkovic back in net after stopping 22 
shots in his playoff debut. 

As for Slavin, Brind’Amour said it’s his decision: “If he doesn’t feel right, 
he’ll let us know.” 

Slavin ended up playing a team-high 21:25 on Monday. 
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How the Hurricanes fought their way to another playoff win over the 
Predators 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 19, 2021 07:40 PM, UPDATED 4 HOURS 41 MINUTES AGO 

 

There are pretty wins and gritty wins in hockey. In the Stanley Cup 
playoffs, gritty usually wins. 

The Carolina Hurricanes won that way Wednesday, beating the Nashville 
Predators 3-0 in Game 2 to take a 2-0 lead in the first-round series. 

Sebastian Aho scored twice, Warren Foegele added a third and rookie 
goalie Alex Nedeljkovic had 32 saves in his first career playoff shutout. 
Nedeljkovic, sensational much of the night, was named the game’s first 
star and had fans chanting, “Ned! Ned!” after the game. 

“You can tell he has confidence between the pipes,” Aho said of 
Nedeljkovic. 

Aho’s power-play score in the first period was the game’s first goal and 
the only goal for much of the game. Aho, open in the right circle, took a 
pass from Andrei Svechnikov and beat Juuse Saros with a one-timer at 
8:03 of the first. 

Aho would score an empty-net goal in the final minute of regulation, and 
Foegele then added another after Saros returned to the net. 

The Canes spent a lot of time skating to the penalty box as Predators 
had seven power plays. They also spent a lot of time successfully killing 
off those penalties even with defenseman Jaccob Slavin, one of their 
most effective penalty killers, missing the game. 

“The first two period were no flow, not a very good game, I felt,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Couldn’t get any traction.” 

While they had to play shorthanded, the Canes at times were better 4-on-
5 than 5-on-5 — or what little 5-on-5 time there was. Carolina had 
multiple shorthanded offensive chances as Sebastian Aho and Vincent 
Trocheck both tested Saros. 

“All the guys on the PK did a great job,” defenseman Brady Skjei said. 
“The No. 1 star was probably Ned. He was a stud tonight To have a good 
PK you have to have your goaltender playing well, and he did 
phenomenal tonight.” 

This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy and 
Terms of Service apply. 

Nedeljkovic had to make his share of big saves. He gloved a heavy shot 
by Luke Kunin in the third period and later denied Mattias Ekholm to keep 
it 1-0. 

With Slavin out with a lower-body injury that has slowed him the past few 
weeks, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour relied heavily on Brady Skjei, 
Brett Pesce and Dougie Hamilton, who piled up the minutes. 
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“I figured with (Slavin) being out, I’d go up a bit in ice time,” Skjei said. 
“The PKs were a big part of that reason. It was a solid game. Once you 
get into the flow of the game, you’re not really thinking about ice time.” 

The playoff series now shifts to Nashville, with Game 3 set Friday and 
Game 4 on Sunday. 

A 20-MINUTE SLUGFEST 

The second period, meanwhile, turned into a slugfest as the Canes 
maintained their 1-0 lead from Aho’s first-period goal. 

The Canes were called four penalties and the Preds three in a long 
second. But the pushes and punches and high sticks and elbowing were 
innumerable and continued through a chippy second period. 

At one point, defenseman Matt Benning fell on the Canes’ Jordan 
Martinook beside the Nashville net and would not let Martinook up. When 
Martinook finally got to his feet the gloves came off. Martinook again fell 
and Benning kept throwing punches — an ugly scene as many were in 
the period. 

“It’s playoff hockey,” Skjei said. “Whenever you play a team four to seven 
times in a row, it’s going to get chippy, and I thought we did a good job 
answering the bell to the chippiness and physical play and we just have 
to keep that going.” 

FIRST PERIOD: AHO SCORES 

The Canes were not very threatening on their first power play of the 
game. But on the second, Andrei Svechnikov found Aho open on the 
back side for a one-timer and his ninth career playoff goal. Aho didn’t get 
all of the puck on the shot but he got enough at 8:03 of the first. 

The Canes nearly made it 2-0 with a little more than six minutes left in 
the period. Vincent Trocheck was stopped on a shorthanded one-timer 
by Saros, who made the save with a quick left-to-right lateral move, then 
denied Trocheck on the rebound. 

The Canes were called for four penalties, the last with 56.6 seconds left 
in a chippy first period. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour had some words 
with the refs on two of the calls — Dougie Hamilton for interference and 
then Aho for roughing the Preds’ Erik Haula in front of the Nashville net. 

Haula was called for roughing the Canes’ Martin Necas earlier in the 
period, taking a run at Necas and hitting him after the whistle. The former 
Canes forward was booed throughout the first period, just as he was in 
Game 1. 

SLAVIN A SCRATCH 

Slavin was at Wednesday’s morning skate but did not go through the 
pregame warmup and misses Game 2 as Jake Gardiner draws back into 
the lineup. 

Slavin has been slowed by a lower-body injury but played in Game 1 and 
was at Wednesday’s morning skate at PNC Arena. Brind’Amour was not 
sure of his availability for Game 2, saying “It’s his decision. If he doesn’t 
feel right, he’ll let us know.” 

Slavin played 21:25 in Game 1, including 2:45 shorthanded. 

“He was a warrior,” Brind’Amour said after the game. “He’s such a big 
part of our team. We need him.” 

The defensive pairs with Slavin out have Brady Skjei playing with Dougie 
Hamilton, Jake Bean with Brett Pesce and Gardiner with Jani Hakanpaa. 

Sometimes, staying patient is the hardest thing to do in a hockey game. 
And especially in the playoffs, with the stakes higher. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour continually preaches it: stay patient, 
stick with the process, with the game plan. The players talk about it, 
believe in it. 

But there are times when you’re the favorite, playing at home. The 
opponent seems unshakable, the opposing goalie unflappable as the 
game wears on and the score remains tight. 

That’s the way it was in Game 1 of the Stanley Cup first-round series 
between the Canes and Predators. That’s the way it might be again in 
Game 2 at PNC Arena. 

“It’s a little tug of war,” Brind’Amour said Wednesday after the morning 
skate. “You’ve got to dig in and stay patient.” 

The Canes prevailed Monday in Game 1. It was 1-1 after the first period 
and 2-2 after two, but the Canes won 5-2 with a big third period. 

“That’s how it is all the time, regular season, playoffs,” Brind’Amour said 
Wednesday. “The playoff games get a little bit tighter. But, really, I think 
every game seems the same. We talk about the same things and that 
doesn’t change. It’s magnified. 

“So you do have to stay patient, you have to stick with your game. The 
other team’s trying to do the same things you’re trying to do.” 

The Canes will look to repeat their effort from Game 1 in Game 2, hoping 
for the same outcome. 

“We need to just do our job, play the game the right way and our way,” 
center Sebastian Aho said Wednesday. “Part of it is being patient and not 
being frustrated. It was a good job in Game 1, but obviously Game 1 is 
behind us and we have to look to tonight’s game.” 

THE LINEUP 

Rookie Alex Nedeljkovic will again be the starting goalie as Brind’Amour 
said he did not anticipate any lineup changes from Game. 1. 

The line rushes at the morning skate had Aho centering Andrei 
Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen. Vincent Trocheck centering Nino 
Niederreiter and Martin Necas, Jordan Staal at center with Jesper Fast 
and Warren Foegele, and Steven Lorentz centering Brock McGinn and 
Jordan Martinook. 
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Apparently, Brett Pesce missed the playoffs. Hurricanes defenseman 
shines in return 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

MAY 19, 2021 06:30 AM, UPDATED MAY 19, 2021 11:20 AM 

 

RALEIGH 

What might have been the most impressive play Brett Pesce made all 
night was lost entirely in the shuffle. It wasn’t either of his assists, 
although it did figure in the stunning analytics the Carolina Hurricanes 
defenseman posted. 

It was one play that summed up Pesce’s value to the team, if that wasn’t 
clear enough last August. 

In one motion, Pesce neatly disarmed a Nashville attack as it entered the 
Hurricanes’ zone, wheeled to his left and winged a perfect pass to 
Sebastian Aho going the other direction to spring the center loose on a 
one-on-one that quickly turned into a one-on-none as Aho blew past 
Nashville Predators defenseman Ben Harpur, skating in a completely 
different gear. 
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Juuse Saros made the save on Aho, but moments later Jordan Staal 
would turn the Hurricanes’ one-goal lead into a two-goal lead on their 
way to a 5-2 win, the second of two Staal goals on the night. 

The first came off a pinpoint Pesce pass. 

It was that kind of game for Pesce, who missed all of last year’s playoffs 
after suffering a shoulder injury that required surgery. And it was not only 
something the Hurricanes desperately needed, with Jaccob Slavin less 
than 100 percent Monday night, but a reminder of just how sorely the 
Hurricanes missed Pesce in the first-round series against the Boston 
Bruins last August. 

“I’m definitely not going to take it for granted this time,” Pesce said. 

The Hurricanes controlled 71 percent of possession with Pesce on the 
ice Monday night, in isolation dramatically better than any of his 
teammates. No one on the team spent more time killing penalties as the 
Hurricanes went 3-for-3 against Nashville’s power play. 

It was a stunning all-around performance in a critical moment, which is 
exactly what the Hurricanes expect from Pesce. 

As the third leg of the Hurricanes’ big three on defense, Pesce 
sometimes gets lost in the shuffle. He doesn’t have the Pappy Van 
Winkle smoothness of Slavin, or the explosive offensive unpredictability 
of Dougie Hamilton. Pesce just does a little of everything and does it all 
very well without attracting a ton of attention. His puck-moving skills and 
mobility are underrated, outshined by his defensive instincts and 
willingness to sacrifice his body. 

Monday, he did it all. 

“We know how good he is,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“You’re talking about an elite defender. Playoff hockey is all about limiting 
chances and he does that as well as anyone. Slavin is in the same 
category. Those two guys are as good as they come. They’re huge, huge 
parts of what we’re doing. If either one of those guys can’t go, you can’t 
replace that.” 

The Hurricanes saw that all too clearly in the five-game loss to the 
Bruins, when Pesce’s physical edge in particular would have been 
welcome, but far more than that he was missed as the Hurricanes 
struggled to contain Boston’s powerful top line of Patrice Bergeron, Brad 
Marchand and David Pastrnak. 

That’s the kind of heavy duty Pesce handles regularly, as he did Monday 
against the Predators. Slavin and Hamilton saw slightly more ice time 
against Nashville’s top line ... but Pesce and Brady Skjei had better 
results against it. 
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Golden opportunity wasted by Nashville Predators in Game 2, and that'll 
be tough to take 

 

GENTRY ESTES | Nashville Tennessean 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Alex Nedeljkovic had stopped everything, but how bout 
without his stick? 

With about 90 seconds remaining in Game 2, the Nashville Predators’ 
net was empty and, suddenly, so was the Carolina Hurricanes goalie’s 
hand. He'd lost his stick. But the Predators – with an extra attacker once 
again – were sloppy and lost the puck near the blue line, allowing 
Nedeljkovic time to retrieve it. 

So it was all night, it seemed, at PNC Arena, a noisy place that had long 
since grown very tense. 

Then, seconds later, Carolina’s one-goal lead became two and then 
three. 

Sound the sirens. 

The Predators’ playoff hopes are S.O.S., and worst of all, it's by their own 
doing. Wednesday’s 3-0 defeat wasn’t defined by what the Hurricanes 
did as much as what the Preds didn't do. Riddled by penalties, a talented 
foe was vulnerable at home, and the visitors were unable to capitalize. 
They couldn’t turn seven power plays into a single goal. 

In doing so, the Preds wasted a priceless opportunity – one they might 
not get again – to make this a series. 

HIGHER STAKES: The Preds need more than grit against Canes 

GENTRY ESTES: Preds' struggles vs. Canes highlight a 2-year problem 

Sure, it’s not over. These Preds, if nothing else, have shown a flair for the 
dramatic rally when least expected. But the idea of winning four of the 
next five — even with three of them in Nashville — seems far-fetched 
after being shut out on a night in which your opponent had a player in the 
penalty box for nearly one-third of the game. 

“It’s frustrating because we had so many chances on the power play,” 
captain Roman Josi said. “I thought we played really well 5-on-5. Our 
power play is not getting the job done right now. If you don’t score, at 
least you’ve got to create some momentum. They probably had more 
(scoring) chances on our power play than we did.” 

Problems on the power play go back years with this franchise, which is 
part of the reason why this type of defeat — shoulda, woulda, coulda all 
over it — has the potential to haunt the Preds for a while. 

They let one get away, and they had to know it. 

Frustration was palpable. Sticks slammed on the ice during the third 
period. Afterward, the typically unflappable John Hynes briefly grew 
flustered over a couple of fair questions about the defeat in the postgame 
press conference. 

“The last two questions, like, did we watch the same game?” Hynes said. 
"I think when you look at the hockey game, we played a pretty good 
game. I thought their goaltender made some really good saves. We had 
good looks. … We’re a better team than we were the first night. We 
obviously know the power play has got to be better, but I think there’s a 
lot of positives going out of this game.” 

Hynes might disagree, I suppose, but this was no masterpiece. It was an 
ugly, disjointed game. It was dominated by whistles and overly reliant on 
special units, not allowing either side to develop much of a rhythm. 

The Preds were better, yes, and the Canes were worse. Though to be 
fair, it’s hard to be at your best when you have one less player on the ice 
than your opponent does, a disadvantage it seemed the Canes were 
having to overcome constantly. 

And you know what? They overcame it. They won a game in which they 
weren’t at their best and often had a hand tied behind their back. That's 
all that counts. 

Might be easier to take for the Preds if the Canes had just blown them off 
the ice like so many were expecting. That hasn’t been the case. The 
Preds entered the third period of both games in Raleigh with a legit 
chance to win. Prior to this series, they’d surely have taken that. 

But they couldn’t score a goal in either of those third periods. That's all 
that counts. 

Through two playoff games, the Preds have shown they can be 
competitive with a Stanley Cup contender. But without the killer instinct, 
none of the other stuff matters. No moral victories at this point.  
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All that'll get you is a 2-0 deficit heading back home and a pressure-
packed Game 3 on Friday night in Smashville. 

Tennessean LOADED: 05.20.2021 

1188553 Nashville Predators 

 

Matt Benning's skirmish headlines physical start to Predators-Hurricanes 
series 

 

NICK GRAY | Nashville Tennessean 

 

The term "playoff whistle" has not been used yet for the Nashville 
Predators' series against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

In Games 1 and 2, the two teams have combined for 27 penalties and 70 
penalty minutes. And many of the penalties have included players on 
each team getting their money's worth. 

Game 2 saw Preds forward Erik Haula get called for roughing in the 
opening minutes for scrapping after one of the first whistles of the game. 
Canes captain Jordan Staal eventually got popped for a takedown later in 
the period, one of four Carolina penalties in the opening 20 minutes on 
Wednesday. 

PHYSICAL PLAY NOT ENOUGH: Nashville Predators need more than 
'grit' to get it done against Carolina Hurricanes 

GENTRY ESTES: Nashville Predators' struggles vs. Carolina Hurricanes 
highlights a 2-year-old problem 

But the main event was in the second period, when Predators 
defenseman Matt Benning showed the world his UFC skills with a 
takedown and a ground-and-pound of Carolina forward Jordan 
Martinook. 

Matt Benning just feeding Jordan Martinook giant helpings of his 
knuckles. #Preds pic.twitter.com/1iJ8DcB1Qk 

— Alex Daugherty (@AlexDaugherty1) May 20, 2021 

All that was missing was a Herb Dean stoppage. 

Both players went to the penalty box for two-minute roughing minors, and 
were together again soon thereafter. Martinook cross-checked Benning 
into the boards during each player's first shift out of the box. Despite the 
worn-down track to the sin bin, Martinook did not get penalized. 

The CNBC broadcast mentioned late in Game 2 that it was the first time 
this season that the Hurricanes had to kill off at least seven penalties in a 
game, and the first time this season that the Predators had seven power 
plays. All seven, for what it's worth, were killed off by Carolina. 

It's not been just penalties, either. The Predators and Hurricanes 
combined for 115 hits in Game 1 and 72 hits through two periods in 
Game 2. 

The Predators wanted the physical play. John Hynes mentioned 
"relentless checking" before Game 1 and was happy with the physicality 
after Monday's game, a 5-2 Nashville loss. That physicality continued on 
Wednesday. 

Between the hits, after-whistle jousting and the general disdain between 
two clubs who played eight times in the regular season, fans do not need 
a playoff whistle to know that this is playoff hockey. 
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Carolina Hurricanes shut out Nashville Predators, take 2-0 series lead 

 

PAUL SKRBINA | Nashville Tennessean 

 

Some faces changed for the Nashville Predators on Wednesday night in 
Raleigh, N.C. 

The result for the visitors, though, stayed the same in a 3-0 loss to the 
Hurricanes in Game 2 of their first-round playoff series. The Predators 
trailed 1-0 until pulling goalie Juuse Saros in the final minutes.  

Eeli Tolvenen and Brad Richardson replaced Calle Jarnkrok, who was 
sick, and Mathieu Olivier. 

Coach John Hynes also split up Roman Josi and Ryan Ellis on defense 
after saying both could have played better in a 5-2 Game 1 loss. And 
Matt Benning replaced Ben Harpur on defense. 

Still, the Predators couldn't score and couldn't convert on any of their 
power plays. 

Sebastian Aho scored a power-play goal with 11 minutes, 57 seconds left 
in the first to make it 1-0 and end an 0-for-5 start in such situations for the 
Hurricanes, who had the second-best power play in the league. 

Vincent Trocheck almost made it 2-0 later in the period, but Saros’ 
spectacular save prevented what would have been a shorthanded score. 

The Canes scored twice in the final minute, including Aho's second, an 
empty-netter. 

The Predators' power-play struggles continued with a 0-for-7 effort, 
following Monday's 0-for-3 showing. 

The teams combined for 14 penalties. The Hurricanes managed six 
shorthanded shots on goal, while allowing 10 on seven Nashville power 
plays. 

Carolina rookie goalie Alexander Nedeljkovic continued his strong play 
with 32 saves. 

Teams that have lost the first two games of NHL playoff series are are 
51-330 overall in those series. 

Game 3 is scheduled for 7 p.m. Friday at Bridgestone Arena. 
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What's the record of NHL playoff teams down 0-2 in a series? Not good. 

 

NICK GRAY  | Nashville Tennessean 

 

Win on Wednesday, and the Nashville Predators can feel that they have 
a leg up on the Carolina Hurricanes heading to a pair of games at 
Bridgestone Arena. 

But a loss? The optimism would be lower. 

Historically, NHL teams down 0-2 in a series are 51-330 overall in those 
series. That's not promising for Nashville, should it lose on Wednesday 
after dropping Game 1, 5-2. 

The last time the Predators were down 0-2 was in the Stanley Cup Final 
in 2017 against Pittsburgh, and Preds fans don't need a reminder about 
that series. 
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Nashville has never come from 0-2 down in a series to win a series in 
franchise history, either. Incidentally, the Hurricanes are the last team to 
win a series down 0-2, when they took down the Washington Capitals in 
seven games in the 2019 first round after dropping the first two. One 
might remember the Alex Ovechkin KO of Andrei Svechnikov in Game 3 
of that series. 

IMPROVEMENT ON GAME 1: Nashville Predators defenseman Mattias 
Ekholm: 'We have another level' 

GENTRY ESTES: If this wasn't enough for Nashville Predators, what will 
be against Carolina Hurricanes? 

STEPPING UP: Nashville Predators need more than 'grit' to get it done 
against Carolina Hurricanes 

But that's getting ahead of the current series, with Game 2 set for 
Wednesday (7 p.m., Bally Sports South and CNBC) in Raleigh. The 
momentum can swing one way, with Nashville in the series with 
potentially three of four games at home, or the other, with the Hurricanes 
up 2-0 heading to Bridgestone Arena. 

Either way, Game 2 is very important for the Predators. The numbers 
bear that out. 
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Rexrode: Predators get vintage Juuse Saros, give him nothing in return 

 

By Joe Rexrode May 20, 2021  

  

Eeli Tolvanen was back in the lineup for Nashville in Game 2 because of 
what he can do on the power play, but this was not part of the job 
description. 

Tolvanen had Carolina’s Brett Pesce to his left and Vincent Trocheck to 
his right with Preds goalie Juuse Saros behind him, counting on some 
help against the charging Hurricanes. Trocheck sent the puck to Pesce, 
and this is where Tolvanen erred. Saros was moving left and into perfect 
position to take on a Pesce shot. But Tolvanen let Pesce send it back 
over to Trocheck. Saros was in trouble. 

That is, until he managed to get the right half of his body moving toward 
the right post, despite what the left half of his body was doing. Saros 
kicked his right leg as far as it would go and made the save of the night. 
He gobbled up the Trocheck putback attempt, too. He did things, in that 
moment and others Wednesday at Carolina’s PNC Arena, that we’ve 
seen other goalies do in this tournament — sometimes for months, lifting 
teams beyond what should be possible. 

Juuse Saros stole Game 2 in Carolina. And his teammates crashed the 
getaway car. 

“He’s been doing it for such a long time now,” Preds defenseman Roman 
Josi said of Saros — the primary reason Nashville got to the Stanley Cup 
playoffs — after a 3-0 loss to the Hurricanes to fall behind 2-0 in the 
series. “And it’s frustrating we can’t get our jobs done for him.” 

Actually, Saros did something for the first time Wednesday, something he 
didn’t have to do in more than two months as the best goaltender in the 
NHL — something a goaltender should never have to do. He was the 
best player on the Predators’ power play. 

If that sounds like an exaggeration, consider that the Preds had the man 
advantage a whopping seven times. They managed 10 shots on those 
seven power plays, not many of them especially threatening. The 
Hurricanes had seven shots on those power plays, a few of them as 

threatening as it gets, including the aforementioned sequence in the first 
period and a point-blank chance from Sebastian Aho in the second. 

That was the story of the game — which went from 1-0 to 3-0 in the final 
53 seconds, one of the goals into an empty net — and this is the story of 
the series: The Predators have to figure a way to beat the Hurricanes, 
the clearly superior Hurricanes, in four of the next five games. That, or 
the “Way to fight into the playoffs, guys” stuff ends and the “How do you 
plan to win a Stanley Cup with these guys?” stuff resumes. And that 
again becomes the story of the franchise. 

Saros is becoming an affirmative answer to that last question, at least. 
He has followed up a scorching regular-season run with two games that 
have done nothing to diminish the hope that he can be the long-term 
successor to mentor Pekka Rinne. And if you’re still into the hope thing, 
the Preds actually played a much better five-on-five game than in the 5-2 
loss in Game 1. That’s part of why they got so many power plays to flub. 
They had 16 scoring chances to Carolina’s 14 in five-on-five, per Natural 
Stat Trick, compared with a 24-14 Carolina edge in Game 1. They had an 
8-5 edge in high-danger chances in five-on-five in Game 2, compared 
with an 11-5 edge for the Canes in Game 1. 

And those numbers back up a desperate kind of fury the Preds played 
with after a dicey start, Aho burying a perfect Andrei Svechnikov pass on 
the power play — the Carolina power play, the one that was supposed to 
yield opportunities for Carolina — to make it 1-0 eight minutes into the 
game. And that effort, that unwillingness to back down, illustrated among 
other ways in Matt Benning’s pummeling of Jordan Martinook, perhaps 
helps explains coach John Hynes’ chippiness after the game. Maybe he 
was trying to keep that fire lit as the Preds head home and prepare for 
Friday’s Game 3 at Bridgestone Arena. 

Or maybe he genuinely wondered if media members who asked him 
about squandering Saros’ performance (that one was mine) and needing 
to play better moving forward had watched a different game than the one 
he had observed from the bench. 

“I thought our team played well,” Hynes said, and it did, except for the 
whole power-play-that-is-so-bad-it-actually-gives-the-opponent-an-
advantage thing. 

The Hurricanes deserve a ton of credit for the crafty aggressiveness of 
their penalty kill, of course, and it’s probably worth mentioning Alex 
Nedeljkovic — the young Carolina goalie who saved all 32 shots he 
faced — at some point. But a professional hockey team with five players 
on the ice, going against four players, should not have that kind of trouble 
entering the offensive zone. And it sure shouldn’t serve up that many 
chances going the other way. This was comical at times. 

“I don’t know,” Josi said of the state of the power play, which improved 
tremendously with the emergence of Tolvanen this season but has 
regressed and didn’t reap rewards from the rookie’s return Wednesday 
night. “It hasn’t been good the last couple years.” 

It doesn’t look like this matchup will help the Preds get that thing right. It 
still doesn’t look like this series has lasting power, either. But Bridgestone 
can energize the Preds just as PNC Arena seemed to fuel the 
Hurricanes. And Saros is proving that he’s up to the pressure of this 
moment and excellence of this opponent. Just imagine how those fans 
and that goalie might feel Friday night if the home team can actually 
score a goal. 
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The Predators need their stars to step up, starting with Roman Josi and 
Ryan Ellis 

 

By Adam Vingan May 19, 2021  
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Roman Josi is a Norris Trophy winner. Ryan Ellis is well respected 
around the NHL. Together, they have been a highly effective defensive 
pair for the Nashville Predators … during the regular season. 

It has been hard to ignore Josi and Ellis’ inconsistent play in the 
Predators’ past several postseasons. Their lackluster performance 
Monday in the team’s Game 1 loss to the Carolina Hurricanes brought 
back unpleasant memories. 

Josi was on the ice for three even-strength goals against, excluding the 
Hurricanes’ empty-netter. Ellis was on for two. 

“I think both guys, they didn’t have their best night for different reasons,” 
Predators coach John Hynes said. “We expect both those guys to have a 
strong response going into (Wednesday’s) game. … I think individually, 
there is better there. I think we all know that they can play better. They’re 
prideful guys. They’re real important guys on our team, and I think a 
response from them is going to be important.” 

Since Josi and Ellis became a pair in 2016-17, the Predators have 
benefited from their presence on the ice at five-on-five during the regular 
season, both in terms of actual and expected goals: 

Roman Josi-Ryan Ellis regular season at five-on-five 

SEASON TOI GF% (GF-GA) XGF% 

2016-17 

904:36 

54.55 (42-35) 

50.37 

2017-18 

574:34 

62.96 (34-20) 

55.22 

2018-19 

1,240:43 

54.64 (53-44) 

51.44 

2019-20 

760:54 

64.1 (50-28) 

57.99 

2020-21 

393:52 

42.86 (12-16) 

56.14 

In the playoffs, however, the opposite has been true: 

Roman Josi-Ryan Ellis in playoffs at five-on-five 

SEASON TOI GF% (GF-GA) XGF% 

2016-17 

363:46 

48.48 (16-17) 

46.36 

2017-18 

225:19 

47.37 (9-10) 

47.96 

2018-19 

102:49 

40 (4-6) 

47.9 

2019-20 

70:27 

42.86 (3-4) 

72.34 

Neither player is known for his physicality, a part of the game that ramps 
up during the playoffs. Larger opponents, such as the Winnipeg Jets in 
2018 and Dallas Stars in 2019, have pushed them around. The image of 
Stars captain Jamie Benn swatting away Ellis, four inches shorter and 30 
pounds lighter, in the first round two years ago is burned into the 
memories of Ellis’ critics. 

A similar situation played out in the third period Monday, when 
Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal, listed at 6-foot-4 and 220 pounds, 
hounded the 5-foot-10, 180-pound Ellis behind the Predators’ net. Josi 
was unable to collect the puck and got caught flat-footed as Staal scored 
for the second time. Staal also victimized Josi on his four-on-four goal in 
the second period, splitting him and Mattias Ekholm on a rush. 

“I think we have a pretty good plan for it,” Ekholm said, referring to the 
Hurricanes’ aggressive forecheck. “We’ve just got to execute it maybe a 
little bit better than we did (Monday). We know they’re a fast team. 
They’re not overly (physical). Obviously they were hitting a little bit last 
night, but I feel like they’re not maybe that heavy. You play Dallas, you 
know you’re going to get hit every time. Here, it’s more of a mindset of 
going back, being first back to pucks and making sure they’re not first on 
them when we come back when they dump them in. … That would set us 
up better to do what we want to do.” 

Opposing coaches center their defensive game plans on Josi, who rose 
to stardom as a result of his elite puck-carrying ability. The skating lanes 
that Josi typically zips through are less open. 

“In my role, I want to do my part,” said Josi, who has two goals in 24 
playoff games since 2018. “Obviously the offense is a part of my game. 
I’m out there on the power play. I’m out there a lot on (offensive-zone) 
faceoffs and stuff like that. … If our team wins and I don’t score goals, I’m 
fine with that. It’s all about winning, but I think every guy has to do their 
part, for sure.” 

Hynes said Tuesday that he would consider splitting up Josi and Ellis in 
Game 2. Josi’s second-most frequent defensive partner this season was 
Dante Fabbro, who was scratched Monday and could play Wednesday. 
Matt Benning, who also sat out, has experience playing with Josi as well. 
That would free Ellis to skate with Ekholm, his longtime partner. 

Hynes’ lineup choices were the main topic of conversation after the game 
Monday. On Tuesday, he emphasized the importance of the Predators’ 
core players rising to the challenge, Josi and Ellis included. 

“The players that play big minutes, the players that play tough matchups, 
the players that you’re never really considering taking out of the lineup, 
there needs to be an elevation in their game,” Hynes said. “That’s how 
you win. That’s how you win in the playoffs. Those guys have to be able 
to produce. … The main group here needs to be better.” 
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The Athletic / ‘Letterkenny,’ late nights and flag wars: An ode to the one-
year wonder that was the NHL’s all-Canadian North Division 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald May 19, 2021  

 

It was sometime near the start of winter and the Edmonton Oilers were in 
Marina del Rey, Calif., preparing for a game against the Los Angeles 
Kings. Anson Carter — then an Oilers forward — said the heavy work 
was being done poolside, at The Ritz-Carlton: “The guys are shirts off, 
wearing their bathing suits; guns are out.” 

It might have been 15 C outside. 

“People are walking around with their tuques on, leather jackets,” Carter 
said. “All bundled up.” 

Eventually one of the locals asked: “What the hell are you guys doing?” 

They were a hockey team visiting from Northern Alberta, they explained. 

“Oh,” came the response. “Now we get it.” 

Carter, who now lives in Atlanta and works as an analyst with both NBC 
and Sportsnet, chuckled as he pointed out players on Canadian NHL 
teams “lived for those moments” during the regular season. The trips to 
California and Florida usually offer respite from the cold at home — just 
not for this season. 

In an effort to reduce the risk of a COVID-19 outbreak across the league, 
the NHL temporarily realigned into four self-contained divisions whose 
teams played only against each other during the regular season. 
Beaches and sunny poolside retreats were scarce for the seven 
Canadian teams, who were all sequestered for a pandemic-shortened 
regular season in the new North Division. It was a trivial adjustment to 
make against the broader context of COVID-19, but it was another 
reminder of how life was different in 2020-21. 

The Canucks — who had five games postponed in late March and early 
April due to a COVID-19 outbreak — and Flames wrap up the all-
Canadian division’s regular season on Wednesday, marking the end of a 
unique season for Canadian teams and fans. In an email to The Athletic, 
deputy commissioner Bill Daly said the NHL does “not currently 
anticipate having to continue the North Division into next year.” 

If it is destined to become a one-off, how should the Canadian division be 
remembered? What impact did it have on Canadians, and Canadian 
business? Will anyone miss it when it is gone? 

Here are perspectives from nine Canadians — with backgrounds in 
entertainment, media and business — on what the season meant, and 
what the two rounds of all-Canadian playoffs could mean in the coming 
weeks. 

Tyler Johnston, actor, ‘Letterkenny’ 

Hockey is a co-star on “Letterkenny,” the Canadian-made comedy 
Rolling Stone recently listed among its top 100 sitcoms of all-time. 
Johnston, who grew up in Coquitlam, B.C., is a diehard Canucks fan. 

“I will remember the hot and the cold of this season,” he said. “It was one 
of those seasons where your team could go three or four wins in a row 
against the same team and then switch to — on paper — a less 
successful team, and they get wiped out four games in a row.” 

Jared Keeso, the show’s creator, played junior hockey and is an avowed 
Flames fan, along with co-star Nathan Dales. Cast member Dylan 
Playfair is a son of Jim Playfair, who is an associate coach with the 
Oilers. The show is filmed in Sudbury, Ont., with crew members who 
cheer for the Maple Leafs. 

“Jared Keeso and I, we text each other every day — if not multiple times 
a day — about hockey and certain plays,” said Johnston. The unique all-
Canadian playoff format for the first two rounds, he said, would lead to 

“an interesting couple of weeks here on the text messages” among the 
cast and crew. 

Adam Seaborn, media buyer, Kingstar Media 

In 2013, Rogers Communications re-shaped the landscape of Canadian 
sports television when it snared exclusive rights to the NHL for 12 years 
in a deal worth $5.232 billion. The problem nobody at Rogers could 
foresee: Many of the Canadian teams they won the right to broadcast 
would not be very good at hockey. 

It got so bad in 2016 that, for the first time in nearly a half-century, no 
Canadian team qualified for the NHL’s postseason. That is not generally 
seen as a recipe for ratings success. 

An all-Canadian division has changed those fortunes. On Monday, 
Sportsnet reported an 8 per cent jump in year-over-year ratings for its 
early game on Saturday. The late game — the domain of Connor 
McDavid — saw a 23 per cent jump over the same period. 

The all-Canadian division will feature two all-Canadian playoff rounds. 
Toronto and Montreal meet in one series, with Winnipeg and Edmonton 
in the other. That could lead to a second-round meeting with McDavid 
and Auston Matthews. 

“I think if they could have asked Gary Bettman to set it up like this, they 
would have,” Seaborn said with a chuckle. “Leafs and Habs, and then 
McDavid and Matthews? It’s just pretty perfect.” 

This season’s setup might yield a second-round matchup between 
Auston Matthews’ Leafs and Connor McDavid’s Oilers, something that 
would normally only be possible in the Stanley Cup Final. (Dan Hamilton 
/ USA Today) 

Anson Carter, retired NHL forward 

Friends have given Carter grief for saying this on the air, but it has not 
been enough to change his mind: “I felt the North Division was by far the 
weakest division.” 

Really? 

“When I compare it to the other divisions in the National Hockey League, 
it’s not even close,” he said. “The lack of defence that I’ve been seeing in 
the North Division, I think that’s a big reason why you saw Matthews (a 
league-best 41 goals) and Connor McDavid (a league-best 105 points) 
put up such gaudy numbers.” 

Both players would still be near the top of the league in a normal season, 
he said, but they have loaded up on games against weaker teams this 
year. Carter, who grew up in Toronto, said that does not mean a team 
from Canada cannot win the Stanley Cup this year — a Canadian team is 
guaranteed a spot in the semifinal round. 

“Whoever comes out of there could be on a roll,” he said. “And once you 
get to that third round, anything’s possible.” 

Nick Kypreos, retired NHL forward 

There was a novelty in having Canadian teams play each other, said 
Kypreos, the former forward who became a broadcaster in retirement. 
But he felt the novelty had an expiry date. 

“Any time we had an all-Canadian match-up, at least working at 
Sportsnet, it felt special,” he said. “But I think the last month, it felt 
anything but special.” 

Canadian fans never got to see Alexander Ovechkin or Sidney Crosby or 
Nathan MacKinnon match up against their team this year. Kypreos, who 
is now host of “Real Kyper at Noon,” thinks the familiarity did more to dull 
old rivalries than sharpen them. 

“It’s variety that I think everybody needs,” he said. “There’s something to 
be said for Chicago coming in with (Patrick) Kane and (Jonathan) Toews. 
Every team’s got their superstars.” 

Reid Wilkins, radio host, ‘Inside Sports’ 

Whenever the NHL returns to normal, Wilkins, who hosts “Inside Sports” 
on 630 CHED in Edmonton, would like to see at least one more game 
per season between Canada’s eastern and western teams. 
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“Those are some of the most boisterous games of the year,” he said. “It’s 
a really fun environment. The chanting is going back and forth between 
the fans during warm-up. The Leafs fans or the Canadiens fans gather 
around the runway just to cheer the team out — even for the warm-up.” 

Calgary is still the most hated team in Edmonton, Wilkins said, but after a 
season of the all-Canadian division, he suspects Toronto might be sitting 
in second place in that contest. 

“It’s amazing how irritated some Albertans are — still — by the coverage 
the Toronto Maple Leafs get,” he said. “That does still exist, where it’s 
like, ‘Why do I turn on the national sports networks, and it’s always a 
Toronto thing first?” 

It was not that long ago, he said, before “Hockey Night in Canada” made 
a routine of its Saturday night double-header, where Edmonton would be 
stuck watching the Leafs even though the Oilers also had a home game 
that night. 

“People remember that,” he said. “I do think it all gets bundled into the 
rivalry.” 

David Amber, host, ‘Hockey Night in Canada’ 

How do you keep an eye on the U.S. teams when your job revolves 
around an all-Canadian division? 

“I’ll be perfectly honest with you: What’s helped me a little bit in trying to 
keep my eye and focus on the entire league is, I’ve been betting,” Amber 
said with a laugh. “I’ve been wagering on games. And having that 
personal vested interest in what’s going on in Anaheim versus San Jose 
has kept me fluid with what’s going on there.” 

Amber, who anchors the desk for Sportsnet’s coverage, also spends time 
in the field, at least when that field is not locked down because of a 
pandemic. In a normal season, he would be able to wander down to 
Scotiabank Arena in Toronto on a game day and chat with members of 
the visiting team. That could be a quiet moment with a star forward, or a 
few questions alone with the visiting coach. 

And that could make the Canadian games more difficult, too, especially 
when teams were meeting for the eighth or ninth time in the same 
season. 

“What are the fresh storylines at that point?” Amber said. “You’ve told all 
the stories. Everything’s been exhausted. To keep things sort of fresh 
and exciting and new, there were some times in March and April that 
were challenging.” 

Alex Ovechkin hasn’t appeared in front of fans in Canada since February 
2020, one of many stars not seen north of the border this season. “It’s 
variety that I think everybody needs,” says Nick Kypreos. (Terrence Lee / 
USA Today) 

Troy Westwood, retired CFL kicker 

There is a reward for having to sit through games against the same 
teams over and over and over, said Westwood. The reward is the chance 
to play one of them yet again — but this time, in a playoff series imbued 
with narrative threads that stretch back for decades. 

Winnipeg and Edmonton have met six times in the NHL playoffs. Not one 
of those series worked out well for the Jets, who were 0-6 against the 
Oilers before they relocated to Arizona. (This is the first time the updated 
Jets have met the Oilers in the postseason, and it is as a byproduct of 
the all-Canadian division.) 

“In ‘X’ number of years, we’re going to look back on this and say, 
‘Remember that horrible COVID situation and the way the NHL did the 
North?’” said Westwood, the long-time Winnipeg Blue Bombers kicker 
and local radio host. “There’s something almost romantic to that for a lot 
of people.” 

Laura Saba, podcaster, ‘Locked On Canadiens’ 

“For me,” said Saba, “I think the biggest thing is just: I don’t want to see 
this ever again in my lifetime.” 

A long-time Canadiens fan who co-hosts a podcast centred around the 
team, she said it almost felt like the Canadiens were playing in a different 
league from the U.S. teams, rather than a different division. 

“It felt like we were looking from the outside in,” she said. “As much as I 
like rivalries, you want to see other teams once in a while. You want to 
see your team play a different style once in a while. And you’re only 
going to do that if they’re playing different teams.” 

And then there were the long stretches with games in Western time 
zones. 

“One thing I will not miss is the late-game starts,” she said. “The number 
of times the Canadiens went out to Vancouver or Edmonton. There was 
a game that started at 11 p.m., and you know how many Canadiens fans 
there are in The Maritimes, right? That was a nightmare. I won’t miss 
that.” 

Steve Patterson, comedian, ‘The Debaters’ 

In the days leading up to the first playoff meeting between Toronto and 
Montreal since 1979, Patterson hoisted a Canadiens flag at his home. It 
should be noted: He lives in Toronto, and not in Montreal. 

Not long after it went up, an elderly woman walked by the property when 
Patterson was outside. Out of nowhere, she yelled: “BOOOOO!” 

“I didn’t even know why,” Patterson said. “I thought she was just booing 
my hair, because I haven’t had a haircut in a while.” 

She yelled again: “The flag! Go Leafs!” 

Patterson is host of “The Debaters” on CBC Radio and is author of “Dad 
Up! Long-time Comedian. First-Time Father,” which is set for release 
June 1. He is also a Canadiens fan who is married to another Canadiens 
fan and hopes the series this spring — a match-up gifted by the all-
Canadian division — is what convinces their young daughter to join the 
family team. 

“This is not the Stanley Cup Final, but for many, it’s the most intriguing 
series in 40 years,” he said. “I mean, they just finally get to play again.” 

And the flag? 

“I have a power-washer for the eggs,” he said with a laugh. “The plan is 
to keep it up for as long as they’re in.” 
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The Athletic / The curious cluster of elite American right-shot 
defensemen 

 

By Fluto Shinzawa May 19, 2021  

 

Connor Clifton is designed for the playoffs. The 26-year-old plays bigger 
than his 5-foot-11, 195-pound physique would suggest. He closes on 
opponents rapidly and drops bodies with a smile. Clifton is clean with the 
puck when he’s more rowdy than reckless. Entering Round 1, he had 26 
postseason appearances, 20 more than Jeremy Lauzon. 

Yet it was Lauzon, not Clifton, who was in the Game 1 lineup on the No. 
3 pairing. There was one reason Clifton was in suit and tie: He is a right-
shot defenseman. Three of the five defensemen the Bruins are carrying 
are ahead of Clifton on the depth chart, and rightfully so. Bruce Cassidy, 
like most coaches, prefers three lefty-righty combinations. 

So for Game 1, Clifton (Long Branch, N.J.) joined Steve Kampfer (Ann 
Arbor, Mich.) out of uniform. The Bruins rolled Charlie McAvoy (Long 
Beach, N.Y.), Brandon Carlo (Colorado Springs, Colo.) and Kevan Miller 
(Los Angeles) on the right side.  

It just so happens that all of the Bruins’ right-shot defensemen are 
Americans. 

Right-side alignment 
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In 2020-21, 316 defensemen made at least one appearance in the NHL. 
Canada (139), the United States (94), Sweden (36), Finland (18) and 
Russia (13) were the top five countries in blue-line representation. 

Among Americans, 43 of the 94 defensemen were right shots (45.7 
percent). It was the highest percentage of the five leading countries. The 
rest were as follows: Canada at 43.9 percent, Sweden at 25.0 percent, 
Russia at 23.1 percent and Finland 22.2 percent. 

In the United States, the top tier is especially crowded. The Bruins, for 
example, would not complain if McAvoy earned votes for the Norris 
Trophy. The same goes for the Rangers and Adam Fox, the Canadiens 
and Jeff Petry, the Capitals and John Carlson, the Blue Jackets and Seth 
Jones. 

In fact, perhaps the toughest call Stan Bowman will make as general 
manager of Team USA is declaring which right-shot defensemen will not 
be in the American lineup for the 2022 Winter Games. 

America’s peculiar lean toward right-shot sticks is well known. USA 
Hockey’s belief is that, especially in nontraditional markets, parents 
purchase sticks for their children that they can swing the same way as 
their baseball bats and golf clubs: as righties.  

This flies in the face of the sport’s rule of thumb. A hockey player should 
hold their stick with the dominant hand on top. The percentage of right-
hand dominant hockey players aligns with that of the general population. 
As such, most players should be left shots. 

McAvoy, for example, writes and eats with his right hand. He plays golf 
and baseball as a righty. But he cannot fathom why, by hockey’s rule, he 
should be a left shot. 

“We have these talks all the time,” McAvoy said with a smile while 
shaking his head. “I can never wrap my head around guys who play lefty 
hockey, but then swing a golf club righty. It just seems so foreign to me. 
My dad’s a righty. So maybe he just cut down a right-handed stick for me 
and took the choice out of my hands.” 

Perhaps the high percentage of American right-shot defensemen is 
random. As for the concentration of high-end U.S. skill at the position, 
Roger Grillo, the Rhode Island-based regional manager of the American 
Development Model, believes there is an explanation. 

Grillo’s theory: Rule 630. 

The benefits of automatic offside 

Cassidy is not just the Bruins coach. He is a hockey dad to daughter, 
Shannon, and, son Cole. Like most parents, Cassidy gets annoyed with 
one aspect of his kids’ games. 

“I find the automatic offside very frustrating for, I’ll say, the 9-, 10-, 11-
year-old group. I’m not sure when it switches exactly,” said Cassidy, an 
Ottawa native. “It just slows down the play so much.” 

In the United States, for players 12 and younger — Shannon and Cole 
belong to this segment — there is no delayed offside. If the puck enters 
the offensive zone while it remains occupied by attacking players, offside 
is automatic and the whistle blows. Only when players progress to the U-
14 level can they tag up at the offensive blue line to keep the clock 
ticking. 

USA Hockey has amended the rulebook several times. Prior to 1987, 
offside was always automatic. From 1987 to 1997, Rule 630 changed to 
tag-up offside. From 1997 to 2003, it changed to automatic offside with 
possible delay. From 2003 to 2007, it went back to automatic offside. In 
2007, high school-aged players were allowed to tag up. Since 2011, 
bantams (U-14) and older have incorporated tag-up offside. 

In comparison, Hockey Canada allows for tag-up offside at all levels. 

“We’ve really pushed hard, particularly in the hockey department at USA 
Hockey, to maintain automatic offside,” said Grillo. “Part of that is to 
really push the narrative in youth hockey of puck possession and forcing 
our defensemen, once the puck does come back out, to control and 
maintain the puck in the neutral zone instead of just being able to 
hammer it back in and tag up like they can at the older levels.” 

Just about every peewee defenseman knows how to dump in the puck. It 
requires a greater degree of awareness and problem-solving for a 

defenseman 12 and younger to process what to do with the puck when 
teammates are still in the offensive zone.  

They have to possess the puck while the other players scramble to get 
out. Their partner has to think about spacing to be available for a pass. 

Grillo acknowledges the gripe, from parents and coaches, that a chorus 
of whistles impedes flow and extends game length. But the improvement 
defensemen can make by executing neutral-zone plays reinforces USA 
Hockey’s belief in U-12 automatic offside.  

It also encourages more emphasis on possession. As easy as it is to 
dump the puck back in under tag-up conditions, this usually results in 
ceding possession to the opponent for a breakout. 

“If you’re really going to be an impactful player at the next level, those 
reads and decisions you make with and without the puck are so, so, so 
critical,” Grillo said. “Part of the reason some of our young American 
defensemen, we think, are so good is not just their technical skill 
package. It’s their reads. It’s their head. It’s their hockey IQ. It’s their 
vision. It’s their spatial awareness. Which is such a critical part of the 
game, especially if you’re going to separate yourself from being good to 
being great.” 

Grillo uses the example of a defenseman gaining puck possession in the 
neutral zone with forwards on the other side of the blue line. The 
defenseman’s partner has to identify the optimal route to provide support. 
When tag-up is allowed, the partner simply stands at the far side and 
waits for the puck-carrying defenseman to send it back in. The former 
promotes far more development than the latter. 

“The game has developed in a way that rewards thinkers and players 
that are really good about movement off the puck,” Grillo said. “There’s a 
lot of focus on the player with the puck. And that’s obviously about the 
technical skill level to stickhandle, pass and skate. That’s critical. But to 
players away from the puck, which is literally 98 percent of the game they 
play — the best players in the world only have the puck for two percent of 
the game — that ability to think about how I support is really a game-
changer.” 

Grillo brings the conversation back to some of the sharpest American 
right-shot defensemen. McAvoy and Fox can skate and pass and check 
with anyone.  

But their superpower is how they read the game quicker and clearer than 
most of their opponents. This allows them to optimize where they position 
themselves and where they transport the puck. They may have initiated 
this method of thinking when they were squirts, forced to devise 
alternatives to ramming the puck into the offensive zone. 

Now, they are precious commodities. 

Big-game players 

Defensemen who develop within the restrictions of automatic offside 
learn not to panic. They come up with puck-possession solutions under 
pressure while their teammates hustle back to center ice. 

Poise is critical in the most stressful moments. There are none more 
nerve-wracking than the playoffs. 

It’s nothing new for McAvoy. He’s been a big-game player since he 
strutted into the varsity lineup in 2016-17, just weeks removed from his 
sophomore season at Boston University. For McAvoy, stress is like 
oxygen.  

In Game 2, McAvoy led all players with 26:49 of ice time. He put five 
pucks on goal and dished out five smacks. During five-on-five play, the 
Bruins outscored the Capitals with McAvoy on the ice, 4-0. McAvoy 
recorded a 66.04 Corsi For rating, according to Natural Stat Trick, 
highest among all defensemen. McAvoy was everywhere. 

“Charlie, out of all the guys, has the ability to elevate,” Cassidy said. 
“That’s the difference too. There’s guys out there, trust me, that go, 
‘Geez, I’d love to be able to make a difference.’ That’s why these guys 
are elite. Because they can. Because they can recover. Because they 
have the ability to separate. They’re strong to win the pucks. They see 
the ice. All those things that separate the great ones from good, solid 
players. That’s just Charlie enjoying the moment.” 
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Cassidy didn’t need Clifton to be elite. But after being a healthy scratch in 
Game 1, Cassidy asked Clifton to play his weak side in place of Lauzon. 
Cassidy’s guidance was narrow: play physical, don’t be reckless, 
manage pucks in congested quadrants. 

Clifton only played 14:37. He made the most of it.  

At five-on-five, Clifton played 6:01 against Alex Ovechkin, most of any 
defenseman. Ovechkin had just two five-on-five shots. 

“He answered that bell well,” Cassidy said. “You’ve got to be ready to 
play against whoever comes over the boards. It’s hard to shelter guys in 
this league. You can do it. You can certainly do it for a while. But 
eventually, there’s nowhere to hide. So you’ve got to get out and play. So 
the message is usually, ‘You’re in the lineup for a reason. You’ve been 
there. You’ve done it. You’ve been on your off side. Just stay within 
yourself.’ He did a nice job.” 

Clifton will get another chance in Game 3. Lauzon will be unavailable 
because of a hand injury. Even if Lauzon were healthy, Clifton may be 
the better option against Washington because of his foot speed and 
experience. 

“I love Cliffy,” Brad Marchand said. “He competes so hard every day. In 
practice, every shift in the game, he’s so hard to play against. He’s 
always ready. He’s such a true professional. He’s ready regardless of 
how long he’s sitting or when he’s in and out of the lineup. He brings the 
same intensity every night. He competes hard. That’s what you love to 
see. He can skate like the wind. He’s so physical, I think he catches guys 
off guard a little bit. He’s a great player for us.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Unsung heroes shine as Jets flip script vs. Oilers in Game 
1 

 

Ken Wiebe 

 

WINNIPEG -- Paul Maurice stayed consistent in his messaging, telling 
anyone who would listen that the regular season series would mean 
absolutely nothing when the Stanley Cup playoffs began. 

The head coach of the Winnipeg Jets wasn’t discounting the meaning of 
dropping six consecutive games to the Edmonton Oilers or losing the 
season series by a decisive 7-2 margin. 

He wasn’t ignoring the fact that the Jets had lost six consecutive games 
to the Oilers and been outscored 21-7 in the process either. 

The point Maurice was trying to make was that the Jets knew exactly 
how they needed to play in order to have success against Connor 
McDavid and company -- even if they didn’t reach the necessary level 
nearly often enough in the nine prior meetings. 

The one thing he was certain of was that the style of game was about to 
change when the puck dropped in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Remaining Time -5:11 

Discipline gives Jets edge in shutting down Oilers offence 

In the North Division opener, the theory proved to be true, with a 
multitude of unlikely heroes -- plus a massive performance from goalie 
Connor Hellebuyck -- playing a big role in giving the Jets a 1-0 series 
lead after a 4-1 victory on Wednesday night in Edmonton. 

Dominic Toninanto, who was limited to two NHL games and another 
three in the American Hockey League with the Manitoba Moose this 
season, was inserted onto the fourth line and managed to score the 
game-winning goal on a nifty redirection after a point shot from Logan 
Stanley went in and out of the net quickly that it required a video review 
in Toronto to count. 

“Uh, yeah. I thought it was initially in. I actually rose my stick right away 
but then the play kept going,” said Toninato, who was appearing in his 
fourth career Stanley Cup playoff game after suiting up in three with the 
Florida Panthers last August. “I was like, ‘Oh no, now I'm going to look 
kind of dumb.’ And then, luckily I got back to the bench and the guys said 
it was in so it was a good feeling.” 

Although the play went on, the buzzer sounded shortly thereafter and the 
puzzled looks turned to celebration and eventually elation. 

“I couldn't really see the initial shot. I knew Dom got his stick on it. The 
sound that it made sounded like the post,” said Stanley, who survived a 
three-player platoon with Jordie Benn and Ville Heinola to earn his spot 
in the Game 1 lineup. “I kind of was in the corner and the buzzer went. I 
thought there was a scrum by our bench and as I got closer the guys 
were celebrating so I threw my arms up in the air and gave Dom a big 
hug.” 

Remaining Time -1:44 

Jets awarded goal mid-play after puck goes in & out of net 

Toninato dealt with a serious bout of COVID-19 in November and was 
eventually placed on long-term injury reserve. 

Although he never got to the point of wondering if his opportunity might 
ever come, Toninato did deal with some uncertainty as he waited to have 
his number called. 

"Obviously getting in on the last two games was huge. I was just hoping 
to get another opportunity in the playoffs,” said Toninato. “I had COVID 
back in November. You have to pass tests to be able to get back on the 
ice. Did some tests when I got back up here. They thought they found 
something that wasn't good, so I had to sit out a bit. Turns out it wasn't 
what we initially thought it was so I was able to get back a lot sooner. 

"I don't think doubt was getting in there. A couple other emotions, but 
you've got to make the most of every situation. I was just enjoying 
coming to the rink every day and being with the guys and just working on 
my game. Happy to get the opportunity now.” 

When Toninato was inserted into the lineup late in the regular season, 
Maurice was quick to dismiss the notion it was simply a carrot supplied 
for working hard all season on the taxi squad. 

Maurice felt Toninato had the skill set and hockey intelligence that would 
translate to the playoffs and in Game 1, that hunch proved correct. 

Remaining Time -5:11 

Discipline gives Jets edge in shutting down Oilers offence 

The Jets played the series opener with forwards Nikolaj Ehlers 
(suspected shoulder) and Pierre-Luc Dubois (undisclosed after taking a 
puck in the helmet), which meant their depth was immediately tested. 

But in the spirit of the season, it was defenceman Tucker Poolman who 
got the Jets on the board after Jesse Puljujaravi opened the scoring for 
the Oilers. 

Poolman, who missed the final two games of the regular season with an 
injury, joined the rush after taking the puck in the neutral zone, supplying 
a clean zone entry and a textbook net drive before burying a rebound in 
tight. 

Poolman, who dealt with his own bout of COVID-19 back in January, had 
not scored since March 9, 2020, a span of 40 regular season games and 
four more in the bubble last August. 

So how exactly do two Jets players that hadn’t scored a single NHL goal 
this season rise to the occasion in the series opener? 

“It’s really, really consistent with playoff hockey. We’ve just seen that so 
many times,” said Maurice. “The skill in some ways cancels itself out and 
it’s the grit and grind guys who go to the net, put a puck to the net, stand 
in front of the net, it’s their game all year long and playoff hockey gets to 
become like their game and they’re good at it.” 

The contributions from the unsung heroes didn’t end there, as fourth-line 
centre Nate Thompson chipped in a pair of assists before Kyle Connor 
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and Jets captain Blake Wheeler added empty-net goals to put the game 
on ice. 

Remaining Time -1:15 

Hellebuyck credits Jets' attention to detail in Game 1 win over Oilers 

This win wouldn’t have been possible for the Jets without Hellebuyck, 
who finished with 32 saves, including 15 in the second period when the 
Oilers held a decisive edge in terms of the flow of play but ended up in a 
1-1 tie. 

Having Hellebuyck outplay Oilers Mike Smith (and for the Jets to beat 
him for the first time in six appearances this season) was exactly what 
the Jets needed, especially given the players missing up front. 

“Our confidence is directly tied to him,” Wheeler said of the reigning 
Vezina Trophy winner. “I mean, the way he carries himself gives us 
confidence every single night and we know that goaltending means a lot 
this time of year and we have, we believe is the best goaltender in the 
league so that gives us a ton of confidence. It’s his birthday, he’s getting 
a little bit older, so you guys are going to have to start bugging him about 
his age. But great game for Connor and from our standpoint we’re just 
trying to give him vision of the puck and let him see the puck and he’s a 
pretty good goalie when he can see it.” 

Although the Jets are not considered to be an overly rugged team, they 
knew they would need to play a physical brand of hockey to try and help 
deter the Oilers from getting to their speed game and using that in 
transition -- where they are incredibly dangerous. 

“I think we have a fairly physical team. There are guys where that’s a big 
part of what they do. Certainly the (Adam) Lowry line and (Thompson’s) 
line, those guys are two heavy lines and they did a great job getting on 
the body and just trying to finish everything,” said Wheeler. “There’s a big 
difference between being physical and going out of your way and running 
around because then, especially against a team like Edmonton with so 
much talent over there, if you’re running around trying to hit everything 
that moves they’ll make two passes and all of a sudden it’s in the back of 
your net and I think sometimes we got caught up doing that in the regular 
season and they were able to just dice us apart. We hit at the right times 
and it’s an important part of our game.” 

The other major storyline going into the contest surrounded McDavid, 
who delivered nine consecutive multi-point games and recorded 22 
points in nine meetings. 

As annoying as the subject might be for the Jets to discuss ad nauseam, 
the only way to quiet the narrative was to find a way to contain McDavid, 
who produced 105 points in 56 games. 

For the first time in 10 meetings, the Jets were able to do just that. 

Although McDavid had a couple of dangerous bursts of speed, he was 
held without a shot through 40 minutes of play, finished with two in the 
contest and did not record a point. 

“That’s what you expect come playoffs. Can’t make it easy for them,” said 
Hellebuyck. “We know they are going to come with some fire next game, 
we need to come prepared for that.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers learn familiar lesson as Jets grind out Game 1 win 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON -- Fourth line centre Nate Thompson had two points, while 
the NHL’s leading scorers Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl had none. 

If that doesn’t scream playoff hockey at you, then perhaps you’ve 
forgotten that the man who scored what is considered to be the biggest 

goal in Edmonton Oilers playoff history is not named Wayne Gretzky, 
Mark Messier, Jari Kurri or Glenn Anderson. 

He is Kevin McClelland, the third-line winger who won Game 1 of the 
1984 Stanley Cup Final 1-0 with a quick wrist shot under Billy Smith’s 
glove. On a pass from, wait for it, Pat Hughes. 

So, as the Winnipeg Jets steal Game 1 of this series on a deft deflection 
by a fourth-line, late addition named Dominic Toninato, a goal by third-
pairing defenceman Tucker Poolman, and two assists by a guy who had 
just three apples all season, we should remember something: 

The Winnipeg Jets have been to the playoffs four years in a row now. 
They know all about playoff hockey, how it gets played and how the 
games get won. 

And the Oilers? Their only trip to the post-season in that time frame was 
that four-game debacle inside the bubble, when they played anything but 
playoff hockey, out-battled and out-guiled by the playoff savvy Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

Remaining Time -2:31 

It was a different script between Oilers and Jets than regular season 

This was a 4-1 loss in which the book reads nothing like the way the 
cover looks. Edmonton dominated much of the game, outshooting the 
Jets 33-22. 

The score says 4-1, but it was really a 2-1 game with two empty-netters. 
Connor Hellebuyck stopped everything they threw at him, because he 
could see everything the Oilers threw at him. 

This isn’t the regular season anymore, when he had a .877 saves 
percentage against the Oilers. He was fantastic, which drives home the 
point: 

Edmonton needs to work harder and get dirtier. 

“We didn’t think we’d just show up, and they’d hand us wins night after 
night,” said Darnell Nurse. “It was a good, hard game tonight. And it will 
just get harder and harder from here.” 

Let’s face it: Led by McDavid and Draisaitl, these Oilers have the art of 
the pretty goal mastered. They own the late-night sports shows, and all 
the Top 10 lists. 

But now we’ve reached the time of year when those goals grow scarce, 
and the hard-working, ugly goal takes over. 

“I thought we had the puck a lot of the night, played in their zone… Just 
didn’t find a way to get one,” said McDavid. “They get a tip. We didn’t. 
That’s playoff hockey.” 

That is exactly how the Blackhawks beat Edmonton last summer. They 
got the greasy tips that Edmonton could not find. 

This isn’t the first time this lesson has been taught. Professor Toews has 
already taken the Oilers through this course. 

“They got a break on the winning goal and the first empty netter hit the 
referee’s (skate),” said head coach Dave Tippett. “That’s how I expect all 
the games to be right there. They’re going to be tight, you’ve got to 
capitalize on a chance, and you can’t give much away. The team that 
gets a break here or there ends up on the winning end.” 

So Winnipeg walks in and takes home-ice advantage away just like that. 
That’s not really a big deal. 

The big deal is, will Edmonton learn the lesson this time around? Can 
they score the types of goals that the Jets and Blackhawks scored 
against them? Do they have the makeup to collect a dirty win the same 
way they stocked up on the pretty ones all season long? 

“We could do a better job being hard on (Hellebuyck),” McDavid 
admitted. “As forwards we have to do a better job of bringing traffic to 
him.” 

“You’ve got to get more traffic to the front of the net, be harder on him,” 
added James Neal. “You saw Jess (Puljujarvi) — you find a rebound and 
you find a goal. 
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“We’ll regroup. We’ll be fine.” 

Remaining Time -0:51 

Puljujarvi bangs it home to open scoring for Oilers against Jets 

This is the next step for this Oilers team now. It is clear as day. 

Defensively, Edmonton was excellent. They allowed 22 shots on goal, 
and out-chanced the Jets. Led by McDavid and Draisaitl, they have 
altered their defensive conscience. Good on them. 

Now, they must alter the offence. 

More support scoring, more ugly, net-crashing, second opportunity goals. 
Less highlight, more low brow. 

“Playoff hockey is tight hockey,” said Tippett. “You collapse around the 
net, you’re hard on the walls, you’re doing little things right. Finding ways 
to capitalize on an opportunity here and there… 

“You can look back at all the regular season you want, it’s going to be 
tight. Space is at a premium out there.” 

It’s early, but already this is a moment for these Oilers. 

Let’s see how they respond. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs takeaways: MacKinnon puts on 
spectacular show vs. Blues 

 

Emily Sadler 

 

forward is always a must-watch, but get him in the post-season and he's 
simply unstoppable. 

Wednesday night was proof of that. MacKinnon tallied three goals and an 
assist in Game 2 of Colorado's first-round series against the St. Louis 
Blues, propelling the club to a dominant 6-3 win and a 2-0 series lead. 
This, after registering two goals and an assist in the series opener 
Monday night. 

That's FIVE goals -- SEVEN points! -- in just two playoff games so far. 
And he truly is just getting started. 

Joonas Donskoi almost had himself a hat trick, too -- he opened the 
scoring just 35 seconds into the game, then opened the second frame 
with another. He also assisted on MacKinnon’s first goal of the night, a 
power-play marker in the first period. 

MacKinnon's feat, completed with an empty-netter late in regulation, is 
his first career playoff hat trick, and it doesn't feel like a stretch to suggest 
it's most definitely not his last. 

Kadri crosses the line 

Colorado forward Nazem Kadri has landed himself in hot water with the 
league once again. Midway through the third period of Wednesday's 
Game 2 against the St. Louis Blues, Kadri caught Blues defenceman 
Justin Faulk with an illegal check to the head mid-ice. 

Remaining Time -2:21 

Kadri ejected after knocking Faulk out cold with blindside hit 

The infraction brought a scary sight, with Faulk remaining down on the 
ice after the blindside hit. He was able to skate off under his own power. 
Blues head coach Craig Berube didn't have an update on Faulk's 
condition post-game. 

Kadri was initially sent to the penalty box, but that was upgraded to a 
game misconduct after it was confirmed that the main point of contact 

was Faulk's head. It's very likely he'll be getting a call from the league as 
well, especially considering his standing as a multiple repeat offender. 

"The guy can't control himself. In the playoffs he's a repeat offender, bad 
hits,” Blues forward Brayden Schenn said of Kadri after the game. “He's 
got a guy in a vulnerable position and picks nothing but the head. We 
need to focus on Games 3-4 and the league will take care of those guys' 
hits." 

Kadri has earned a reputation for these kinds of plays -- particularly in the 
post-season. Two years ago, he delivered a dangerous cross-check to 
the head of Bruins forward Jake DeBrusk in Game 2 of the Toronto 
Maple Leafs’ first-round matchup and was suspended for the remainder 
of that series, which the Leafs went on to lose. The dangerous nature of 
Wednesday's hit on Faulk, combined with a lengthy track record -- he's 
now been suspended five times since 2013 -- could make for a similar 
suspension this spring. 

Remaining Time -0:36 

O’Reilly & Schenn call out Kadri: ‘He can’t control himself’ 

Smith's impatience pays off for Bruins 

Just like Games 1 and 2 of the first-round series between the 
Washington Capitals and Boston Bruins, Wednesday’s Game 3 required 
more than 60 minutes of hockey to deliver a winner. 

Unlike Monday, which needed just 39 seconds of extra time before Brad 
Marchand buried the game-winner, Wednesday night required a little 
more patience — something that isn’t necessarily Craig Smith’s strong 
suit, apparently. 

"I love winning, but I hate waiting," he told reporters after the game, a 3-2 
double-overtime victory to take a 2-1 series lead. 

His impatience (eventually) paid off -- five minutes into the second 
overtime period Wednesday night, it was Smith who stole the show after 
pouncing on a misplay by Capitals netminder Ilya Samsonov. 

It wasn't the prettiest of goals we've seen this series -- that belongs to his 
linemate, Taylor Hall. By now, you’ve probably seen this absolutely 
ridiculous goal scored by Hall in the second period of Wednesday's 
Game 3. Watch it again — only, this time, keep a close eye on Smith: 

Remaining Time -1:11 

Gotta See It: Hall executes perfect spin move in tight to score on 
Samsonov 

Smith’s creative little backhand pass to set up Hall is a perfect example 
of what he’s brought to the Bruins this season after signing with the club 
in free agency. Boston’s search for secondary scoring landed them the 
do-it-all centreman last fall, and his impressive regular-season numbers 
— 13 goals, 32 assists in 54 games of 2020-21 — were proof of the 
strong fit forged between team and player. Put him on a line with the 
newest Bruins star in Hall and one of the oldest in David Krejci, and 
Boston’s finally got a suitable second punch of the one-two combo it’s 
been looking for in the post-season. In three playoff games on that line, 
Smith now has a goal and two assists -- and a ton of respect from his 
teammates. 

Samsonov's playoff debut starts strong, but ends on an error 

Fresh off his second stint on the Capitals' COVID reserve, goaltender Ilya 
Samsonov got the start for Game 3 -- Washington's third starting goalie 
in as many games after Vitek Vanecek went down with a lower body 
injury in Game 1 and Craig Anderson, who came in in relief in Game 1 
and started Game 2, was given the night off (body maintenance). 

Despite not having played since May 1, Samsonov had a really strong 
game. Tested early and often by the Bruins, any concerns about 
conditioning and preparation were quickly put to rest. 

The end of the game, however, was a bit of a netminding nightmare, with 
Samsonov looking a little too casual after playing the puck behind the net 
in what should've been an innocent play. 

Remaining Time -1:13 

Smith scores OT winner after miscommunication behind Capitals net 
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Cameras caught Capitals captain Alex Ovechkin in the immediate 
aftermath, visibly frustrated and yelling in the direction of Samsonov. 

Earlier in the night, The Great Eight (hundred) made history with his 
second-period goal to open the scoring: 

Surprisingly, one of the few feats he hasn't accomplished is scoring an 
overtime winner in the playoffs. At the rate this series is going with all 
three games so far needing OT, that could soon change. 

Hurricanes’ killer penalty kill comes up big 

After stalling in Game 1, Carolina’s lethal power play pulled off perfection 
with a gorgeous tic-tac-Aho goal midway through the first period 
Wednesday night… 

Remaining Time -0:38 

Aho finishes textbook 2-on-0 for shorthanded Hurricanes goal 

…but the big story of Game 2 was their penalty kill. Ranked third league-
wide this regular season thanks to their 85.2 kill percentage, Carolina's 
now 100 per cent in the playoffs when Nashville plays with the man 
advantage — and it’s not for lack of opportunity on the Predators' part, 
especially given the officials' busy whistles in this one. In totals, the 
Hurricanes had to kill off seven penalties Wednesday night. 

Carolina's elite P.K. has been especially strong against Nashville all 
season, whose 24th-ranked power play isn't exactly known for being 
dangerous. In eight regular-season meetings between the two clubs this 
year, Nashville scored just three PP goals against Carolina. 

Nashville can't beat Ned 

The other big story to come out of Game 2 in Carolina? Alex Nedeljkovic. 
The Predators simply couldn't solve the rookie netminder, whose red-hot 
numbers seemingly out of nowhere this season earned him the role of 
playoff starter despite veteran Petr Mrazek being healthy enough to 
resume his position. Now up 2-0 in the series thanks to Nedeljkovic's 32-
save performance, he's really owning the crease. In the series' two 
games so far, Nashville has scored on him just once. 

The rookie's excellent play was even more clutch considering the club 
was without top-pair defender Jaccob Slavin. Slavin played in Game 1 
Monday night but was ruled out ahead of Game 2, with Jake Gardiner 
being slotted into the lineup and Jake Bean stepping up with a big blue 
line performance in Slavin's absence as well. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Toronto Mayor Tory: Drive-in Maple Leaf Square an option 
if team goes on run 

 

Kellen Forrest May 19, 2021, 11:22 AM 

 

Just a day before an all-Canadian Stanley Cup Playoff showdown 
between the Toronto Maple Leafs and the Montreal Canadiens, Toronto 
Mayor John Tory is urging fans in his city to continue watching the games 
from home. 

With the province under a stay-at-home order until June 2, the mayor 
says the way to responsibly celebrate the Maple Leafs' playoff run should 
be done with the lockdown in mind. At least for the first round. 

"Right now, we still want people to stay at home," Tory said Wednesday 
morning on the SN590 The Fan's Lead Off. 

"Until the province changes those rules, we will be standing down in 
terms of other activities to organize, but we are talking about it." 

Tory said the hope is something like the Raptors' drive-in version of 
Jurassic Park could be explored in the future, especially if the No. 1-
seeded Maple Leafs make a long playoff run like many predict. 

"On the hopes that the Leafs are going to go into the playoffs deep, that 
means the reopening will have begun hopefully by then, there’s a 
possibility we could do some of that sort of thing," Tory explained. "You 
know, if you start making arrangements to have people come here or 
come there, whether they are in their cars or not, you're going against 
(the stay-at-home order)." 

The mayor's comments come a day after the Canadiens were given the 
go-ahead to host 2,500 fans after May 28 when Quebec’s 9:30 p.m. ET 
curfew is officially lifted. Montreal would have to make it to Game 6 on 
May 29 for fans to be officially welcomed back to the Bell Centre. 

On a lighter note, Tory confirmed he's made a first-round bet with 
Montreal Mayor Valerie Plante. The terms include a case of craft beer, a 
sandwich, bragging rights, a donation to charity and, most importantly, 
the losing mayor will have to raise the winning team's flag outside the 
loser's city hall. 

The Canadiens and Maple Leafs open their series – the first playoff 
meeting between the rivals in more than 40 years – Thursday on 
Sportsnet and CBC. Coverage begins at 7:30 p.m. ET/ 4:30 p.m. PT. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bogosian ready to add 'a whole lot of nasty' to Leafs' 
Game 1 lineup 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – The Toronto Maple Leafs are ready to add “a whole lot of 
nasty” into their lineup for Game 1 vs. the Montreal Canadiens on 
Thursday. 

That, in a nutshell, is how Wayne Simmonds describes the benefit of 
inserting a healthy Zach Bogosian on the club’s blue line for what 
promises to be a physical playoff series. 

“Bogo’s a big guy. He plays physical. He eats the puck when other 
team’s shooting it. He plays with a mean attitude, and he can make plays 
when need be too,” Simmonds said Wednesday. 

“So, we're excited to have Bogo back… It just makes our team that much 
more tougher." 

As a testament to the 30-year-old’s toughness, Bogosian needed only 
the minimum of the four-week recovery timeline he was given after losing 
his footing and sliding awkwardly into the boards in Vancouver last 
month. He suffered a shoulder injury, but was medically cleared to play 
this week. 

A full participant in practice Wednesday, Bogosian took reps to the right 
of rookie Rasmus Sandin on the Leafs’ third pairing. 

Bogosian's return now brings Toronto's roster to full health ahead of the 
playoffs. 

“It's a nice addition for us,” said coach Sheldon Keefe, who appears 
poised to scratch Travis Dermott in Game 1. “Frankly, we were unsure if 
he was going to be available for this series, but credit to him for the work 
that he's put in to get himself ready.” 

Remaining Time -1:22 

Keefe expects physicality between Maple Leafs and Canadiens to hit a 
new level 

Bogosian, who hoisted the Stanley Cup with Tampa Bay in 2020, has 
four points in 44 contests for Toronto this season while averaging 14:40 
of ice time. But the six-foot-two, 200-pound veteran is integral to the PK, 
boxes out well around the crease and throws more hits (6.14 per 60 
minutes) than any other Toronto defenceman. 

By replacing Dermott, Bogosian, a right shot, will also give the third 
pairing an ideal righty-lefty balance. 
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Mitch Marner describes Bogosian’s impact on the group as huge. 

“He’s a big body that throws his weight around and makes sure he plays 
a hard game. And at the same time, he plays very smart with his 
positioning and puck movement and finding exits through our D-zone,” 
Marner said. “On the bench, he's always speaking. He’s a loud guy, and 
he makes sure everyone knows and hears him. 

“He's communicating with the whole team and just keeping us going and 
keeping us upright like so many guys on this team. It's great to have him 
back out there and back buzzing with fellas.” 

Maple Leafs projected Game 1 lineup 

Hyman-Matthews-Marner 

Foligno-Tavares-Nylander 

Kerfoot-Nash-Mikheyev 

Thornton-Spezza-Simmonds 

Rielly-Brodie 

Muzzin-Holl 

Sandin-Bogosian 

Campbell 

Andersen 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets embrace underdog role vs. Oilers: 'We know we are 
good enough to win' 

 

Ken Wiebe 

 

WINNIPEG -- Andrew Copp couldn’t help but chuckle when the question 
was posed to him during the final Zoom availability before jumping on a 
plane bound for Edmonton. 

The Winnipeg Jets forward was asked what he might say to the growing 
chorus of observers suggesting his team might be a bit overmatched in 
the North Division playoff series against the Edmonton Oilers. 

“I mean, I think you look at our team the way it's built, the kind of players 
that we have on our team, from the guys on the first line to the guys on 
the fourth line to the guys that are not even playing, I think we've got 
talent and heart and character and guys that play the right way up and 
down our lineup,” said Copp. “Just counting us out of the series is a little 
insulting to me.” 

Copp wasn’t the only one sharing that sentiment. 

“We know we are good enough to win. We know that if we play our best 
game we can beat anyone on any given night,” said Jets defenceman 
Neal Pionk. “Now that's a lot easier said than done, but there's a lot of 
inner belief that we can do it.” 

Remaining Time -0:43 

Why Copp is insulted by people giving Jets no chance against Oilers 

Having that inner belief is an important step in the process, but ultimately 
it’s up to the Jets to show they can flip the script and produce some 
results. 

The talk about the Oilers' downright dominance in the season series is 
warranted since they won seven of the nine games, including the final six 
(outscoring the Jets 21-7 during that span). 

It comes to the surprise of no one that the Jets are embracing the role of 
underdog in this series. If the results of the head-to-head meetings 
weren't enough of a rallying cry, the late-season swoon that included 

seven consecutive losses (and nine in regulation during a 10-game span) 
merely cemented it. 

Where the Jets were a relatively unknown contender in 2018 as they 
reached the Western Conference Final, they were considered to be a full-
on Stanley Cup contender (if not favourite) in the 2019 playoffs. 

Though much of that hype had cooled with the Jets limping toward the 
finish line, a first-round exit against the St. Louis Blues was still 
considered a major disappointment following the great expectations for 
the organization going into the season. 

The Jets were a bubble team last season and lost in the qualifying round 
to the Calgary Flames, then struggled late in the campaign this season 
after battling for top spot in the North Division as late as mid-April. 

Remaining Time -2:01 

Why Jets don't think regular season plays a factor in series vs. Oilers 

Is the current edition of the Jets a contender, a pretender or something in 
between? 

Playoff history has taught us that things don’t always unfold as one might 
expect and Jets winger Trevor Lewis has some personal experience he’ll 
try to lean on once the series begins Wednesday. 

“(In) 2012 we were the eight-seed taking on the Presidents' Trophy 
(winning) Canucks, and it's all about that belief in playoffs, and I think 
we've got a strong belief in here,” said Lewis, who won two Stanley Cups 
with the Los Angeles Kings. “We've got a group that we know can do it.” 

One of the Jets' biggest reasons for optimism in this series is goalie 
Connor Hellebuyck, who has the ability to steal multiple games when 
he’s playing at his peak. 

Hellebuyck was the busiest goalie in the NHL this season and he once 
again showed what high-end netminding can mean to a team. 

Average goaltending isn’t going to be enough for the Jets, who will be 
looking for ways to solve Mike Smith -- who has done a good job of both 
stopping pucks and minimizing the effectiveness of the Jets’ forecheck to 
this point. 

Hellebuyck welcomes the responsibility of being his team’s most 
important player going into this series, but he can’t do it alone. 

When asked if Hellebuyck might end up being the great equalizer in this 
series, Copp expressed his faith in the goalie, but also took umbrage with 
the line of questioning to a certain degree. 

“I think we got a lot of belief in him, for sure. I don't know if it's a great 
equalizer because I don't know if we feel like we're lacking other areas,” 
said Copp. “I think we got a lot of trust in him, we got a lot of trust in our 
defence, we got a lot of trust in our special teams, we got a lot of trust in 
our scoring ability. I don't know if he's necessarily an equalizer but could 
be a difference-maker.” 

For the Jets to earn an upset, this will take a collective effort, with certain 
players needing to elevate their respective games -- especially with 
forwards Nikolaj Ehlers (suspected shoulder) and Pierre-Luc Dubois 
(who hasn’t skated with the team after taking a puck to the head in 
Friday’s regular-season finale) ruled out for Game 1. 

The playoffs are a time when unsung heroes come out of the blue and 
deliver magical moments. 

“It's what you dream about when you're a kid. There's that extra fire in 
everyone during the playoffs, and you're seeing it now with the playoffs 
starting with guys that don't score much are scoring big goals,” said 
Lewis. “It's what you need to win. You need not just your star players to 
score every night. You need the guys that don't usually score to step up 
and score those big goals, and I think that gives a team big boosts. It 
takes everyone to win.” 

Remaining Time -5:32 

Jets, Oilers have chance to ignite new Stanley Cup playoff rivalry 

For every chance that gets cashed in, there is often a list of others that 
went unfulfilled. 
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Qualifying for the playoffs can be difficult enough, but finding a way to 
win 16 games is a monumental task. 

That’s part of what makes the chase so special. 

“We’ve learned some valuable lessons over the past three years in the 
playoffs. First and foremost, how delicate these opportunities are. 
They’re fleeting,” said Jets captain Blake Wheeler. “You’re not 
guaranteed to have a crack at it every year. 

“Now that you’ve found yourself in the top half of the league with a 
chance, you want to make the most of those opportunities. That doesn’t 
necessarily mean gripping your stick twice as hard, sometimes it means 
that you’ve got to really enjoy these moments and take them all in.” 

There were plenty of examples of the Jets gripping their sticks too tight 
down the stretch, but on countless occasions, head coach Paul Maurice 
reiterated his belief that enduring that hardship might eventually provide 
a payoff for his group. 

The moment of truth is about to arrive. 
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TSN.CA / Big decisions lie ahead as Flames, Canucks conclude 
disappointing seasons 

Both the Calgary Flames and Vancouver Canucks face potential 
personnel moves and franchise direction changes in the coming days, 
weeks and months after both teams wrapped up their 2020-21 regular 
seasons Wednesday afternoon at the Saddledome. Salim Valji has more. 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

A couple of noteworthy ‘firsts’ as well as a major ‘last’ were on full display 
Wednesday in Calgary as the Flames and Vancouver Canucks 
concluded their disappointing 2020-21 seasons. 

The game itself, which Calgary won 6-2 thanks to three-point afternoons 
recorded by Derek Ryan and Brett Ritchie, served little on-ice purpose 
beyond sentimentality – it was also fan appreciation day so the Flames 
and a major brewery offered fans watching at home the chance to win a 
supply of beer for a year. Both teams had already been eliminated from 
playoff contention. 

Wednesday’s regular-season finale at the Saddledome offered up a ‘first’ 
for two Flames players. 

There was the first National Hockey League game for Calgary native 
Matthew Phillips, who started on a line with fellow rookie Adam Ruzicka 
and veteran Milan Lucic. Rookie blueliner Connor Mackey, pinching into 
the offensive zone, notched his first career goal in the third period. 

Phillips spoke about the thrill of playing his first NHL game in the rink he 
frequented as a fan. 

“It was just so cool,” he said.  

“It’s hard to put into words and especially at the Saddledome, that just 
makes it that much better.” 

Phillips had family across the country tuning in, including his grandfather 
in Newfoundland. 

“I gave him a call this morning,” Phillips said. “He’s got to be the happiest 
guy in the world today. I guarantee you he was watching and that he had 
everyone he could contact watching too.” 

Flames head coach Darryl Sutter was impressed with the 23-year-old’s 
debut. 

“He’s got a big heart and he tries hard,” he said after the game. 

There was also a major ‘last’ for both organizations on Wednesday – the 
finale was the last game of a season they’re all-to-eager to put in the 
rearview mirror. 

“I give the players credit for the last three or four weeks,” Sutter said. “We 
had some pretty significant injuries…it certainly wasn’t the way they 
envisioned their season, but the way they played the last six weeks, if 
they’d played like that the whole year then they would have been a 
playoff team.” 

The Flames (26-27-3) finished four points back of the Montreal 
Canadiens for the fourth and playoff spot in the North Division. 

"The last 19 games have been extremely grinding,” Canucks head coach 
Travis Green said after the game. A COVID-19 outbreak in early April 
forced Vancouver (23-29-4) to delay playing its remaining games. 

“But I am extremely proud of this group.” 

Then there were also ‘potential lasts’ on Wednesday. 

Could this have been the last game behind the Canucks bench for 
Green? His contract expires this summer. 

With major roster changes anticipated, have we seen the last of Mark 
Giordano, Johnny Gaudreau, Milan Lucic and others in Flames jerseys? 

While those Flames players will meet virtually with media on Thursday, 
Green was hesitant to talk about his own future on Wednesday evening. 

“I don't want to go there right now,” he said.  

“I think it's well known how I feel about our group and the team and the 
city. I don't think there's anything else I want to say at this point, to be 
honest. We'll see what happens. I still look at our group like we are a 
team on the rise. I don't have any doubt about that. Yes, things didn't go 
well this year. We didn't have a good start to the season. I can say I 
probably would have changed a few things, but it is what it is, and you 
learn as you go.” 

Both the Flames and Canucks face major decisions about their roster 
and franchise direction. With players, coaches and management meeting 
with reporters in the coming days, fans in both Calgary and Vancouver 
could soon have some answers. 
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TSN.CA / Bogosian's return will inject 'whole lot of nasty' into Leafs lineup 

Out since April 20 with a shoulder injury, big-hitting defenceman Zach 
Bogosian, who was a steady and physical force on Toronto's back end 
during the season, is poised to return to the Maple Leafs lineup Thursday 
night against the Montreal Canadiens in Game 1 of their first-round 
playoff series, Mark Masters writes. 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Wednesday. Game 1 of 
Toronto's first-round playoff series against the Montreal Canadiens goes 
Thursday night at Scotiabank Arena. 

Out since April 20 with a shoulder injury, Zach Bogosian is poised to 
return to the Leafs lineup on Thursday night.  

"The outlook looks good. He got through another hard and competitive 
practice today," said head coach Sheldon Keefe. "It is a nice addition for 
us. Frankly, we were unsure if he was going to be available for this 
series, but credit him for the work that he has put in to get himself ready." 

Bogosian skated alongside Rasmus Sandin on the third defence pair at 
practice and also took reps with the penalty kill. Bogosian only produced 
four assists in 45 regular season games, but he was a steady and 
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physical force on Toronto's back end leading the team in hits per 60 
minutes.  

What will the 6-foot-2, 200 pounder bring to the Leafs lineup in Game 1 
against the Canadiens?  

"A whole lot of nasty," said winger Wayne Simmonds with a smile. 
"Bogo's a big guy. He plays physical. He eats the puck when the other 
team's shooting it. He plays with a mean attitude and he can make plays 
when he needs to. We're excited to have Bogo back. It just makes our 
team that much more tougher." 

Bogosian is one of two Stanley Cup champions on the Leafs roster 
having gone all the way in the bubble with Tampa Bay last year.  

"He brings it every night and expects so much out of himself," said goalie 
Jack Campbell. "And he's not afraid to hold others accountable too, 
which is something that has a huge positive impact in our room."  

Bogosian's return injects 'a whole lot of nasty' into Leafs lineup 

Zach Bogosian is expected to return for the Leafs in Game 1 of their 
series against Montreal and his teammates couldn't be happier to have 
him back in the lineup. 

--- 

Sandin missed the final three games of the regular season due to 
Toronto's tight salary cap situation, but was very impressive during an 
eight-game audition down the stretch.  

"What I have liked most is the way that he moves the puck," said Keefe. 
"I think it gives us a really strong element lower on our defence pairings 
— a guy that helps us get out of our zone, helps put the puck in the 
forwards' hands in really good spots and finds his way out of trouble very 
well." 

The 21-year-old Swede is the only Leafs skater who will be making his 
Stanley Cup playoff debut in Game 1.  

"You're seeing a guy that's had an opportunity and seized a job and 
played with a lot of confidence," said forward Jason Spezza. "The 
strongest part of his game is his hockey sense. I feel like he knows 
where everybody is on the ice at all times. He's a guy that moves pucks 
really well. For a forward group, he's a guy that's really easy to play with. 
He finds you when you get open, breaks the puck out very well and he 
has a competitive mean streak, too." 

Sandin was with the Leafs in the playoff bubble last year, but didn't get a 
chance to play even after Jake Muzzin got hurt in Game 2 against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets. This season, Sandin is feeling much stronger 
and is holding his own in corner battles against bigger players.  

"The one thing I really appreciate about Rasmus — right from the time I 
had him as an 18-year-old with the Marlies — is that he is a competitor," 
said Keefe. "He doesn't shy away from physicality. He doesn't shy away 
from difficult situations and tough moments on the ice. I have no doubt he 
is going to be just fine adjusting to playoff hockey in the NHL." 

Sandin was only on the ice for two goals against in 111 minutes of five-
on-five play this season so he's proven he can be trusted defensively. 
And his poise with the puck is so good that he's been practising with the 
top power play unit this week.   

With Bogosian returning and Sandin sticking in the lineup, Travis Dermott 
projects to be a healthy scratch on Thursday despite playing in all 19 of 
Toronto's postseason games over the last three seasons.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Sandin brings 'mean streak'; Dermott odd man out 

The big news coming out of Leafs practice on Wednesday was the return 
of Zach Bogosian to the lineup, but also 21-year old Rasmus Sandin's 
playoff debut. TSN's Mark Masters has more on how Bogosian's return 
will affect the lineup and what to expect from Sandin. 

--- 

The Canadiens will try and gain an upper hand in the series by being 
ultra physical.  

"We're going to be bringing that presence from when the puck drops," 
said winger Josh Anderson. "We got to get on their D as much as we can 
and make them turn pucks over."  

Anderson, who led the Habs in hits this season, is vowing to do 
everything he can to frustrate and agitate Toronto's top-end talent.  

"It's going to be a war out there," he promised.  

"It's fine," said Simmonds. "We're going to play physical ourselves. I don't 
think we expect anything less. It's playoff time. Everyone's playing for a 
chance to win the Stanley Cup and, first and foremost, that starts with 
physicality so that's nothing too new." 

Toronto added Simmonds and Bogosian in order to increase their 
comfort level when games get a little edgy. 

"We are a much bigger team, a much more experienced team and a 
much more confident team in those type of situations," noted Keefe. "You 
left out Joe Thornton, but Joe is a big, strong guy and an absolute 
competitor. He has been his entire career. We are well equipped to 
handle whatever way the games are going to go and to play through 
difficult situations." 

Leafs ready for Habs to bring on physical play: 'This is what the playoffs 
are like' 

The Canadiens led the NHL in hits and it's safe to assume that they will 
try and make it a physical series against the Maple Leafs. So how is 
Toronto planning to combat that style of play? WIlliam Nylander says it's 
important to stick to your game and stand up for yourself if needed but 
knows it's all apart of playoff hockey. 

--- 

Mitch Marner produced just two even-strength assists during last 
summer's five-game defeat at the hands of the Jackets.  

"We did have our great looks," Marner recalled, "just seems like it 
couldn't go in. There's really no excuses." 

The Leafs finished the series with only three goals in five-on-five play 
while shooting a paltry two per cent.  

"We just got to make sure we're around the net," Marner said. "They 
have a pretty high-end goalie over there so we got to make sure we're 
around the net making it hard for him to see pucks and try and get 
second opportunities." 

Montreal will do everything they can to slow down the dynamic dup of 
Marner and Auston Matthews, who won the Rocket Richard Trophy with 
41 goals this season.  

"Those are competitive guys," said Spezza. "They know how to play. 
They know how to play this time of year in terms of upping their game 
and getting around the net. We're pretty confident they're going to 
navigate their way around the defensive checking."  

"We know it's going to be harder in the playoffs," acknowledged Marner. 
"We got to make sure we're moving around, talking to one another, 
communicating where we are and making sure when we are rolling 
around [in the offensive zone] that we're keeping someone high and not 
giving into their transition [game]." 

    Let's go! pic.twitter.com/NRh60cZyp6 

    — Mitchell Marner (@Marner93) May 19, 2021 

Marner is riding a wave of confidence entering his fifth playoff series in 
the NHL. He finished fourth in league scoring this season with 67 points 
in 55 games. And Marner is quick to point out that the Leafs, as a group, 
have earned a significant swagger having led the North Division for more 
than 100 days.  

"We kept the pedal down all year," the 24-year-old noted. "In recent 
years, near the end of the year, we kind of faded off and didn't play a 
well-rounded game and this year we really did a great job of staying with 
it, sticking with our systems and playing through all those games." 

Toronto started and finished last year's series looking tentative. The high-
octane Leafs were shut out by Columbus in Game 1 and Game 5.   
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"There's guys in the room that feel we have a lot to prove come playoff 
time after last year," said Spezza. "We've been a hungry team since 
losing to Columbus and now it's our time to kind of show that we've 
matured as a group." 

Marner, Leafs determined not to repeat mistakes from bubble 

After the disappointment the Leafs experienced in the bubble last year 
against Columbus, the team is determined to not allow the same 
mistakes to be made again this year. 

--- 

How does Campbell relax?  

"I love to cook and I've done that all season," the 29-year-old said. "I'll go 
home tonight, have a good meal and get ready to have some fun 
tomorrow." 

Eleven years after being the 11th overall pick in the NHL draft, Campbell 
is finally making his Stanley Cup playoff debut.  

"It definitely means a lot," Campbell said. "A lot of hard work went into it 
... I mean, it's just kind of where I expect myself to be and, that being 
said, I'm grateful for the opportunity and the team I have in front of me 
too." 

Campbell learned a lot from backing up Jonathan Quick and Frederik 
Andersen in playoff games.  

"I picked up a lot of things watching their demeanour and really it doesn't 
change," he said. "If anything you're just naturally a little more dialled in 
...  I just think it's pure excitement and this is the best time of the year. 
I've been on the bench in the playoffs and you still feel that excitement." 

https://www.tsn.ca/nhl/video/pure-excitement-playoff-rookie-campbell-is-
right-where-he-expected-to-be%7E2205094  

--- 

Lines at Wednesday's Leafs practice:  

Hyman-Matthews-Marner 

Foligno-Tavares-Nylander 

Mikheyev-Nash-Kerfoot 

Thornton-Spezza-Simmonds  

Galchenyuk-Brooks-Engvall  

Rielly-Brodie 

Muzzin-Holl 

Sandin-Bogosian 

Dermott-Marincin 

Campbell  

Andersen 

Special teams units at Wednesday’s Leafs practice:  

5-on-4 power play  

Sandin  

Marner-Thornton-Matthews 

Hyman  

Rielly  

Nylander-Tavares-Spezza  

Simmonds  

4-on-5 penalty kill   

Foligno-Nash  

Muzzin-Holl  

Kerfoot-Mikheyev  

Brodie-Bogosian  

Note: Hyman, Marner practised with the PP, but are expected to be on 
the PK in games  

5-on-3 power play 

Matthews-Nylander  

Marner-Hyman-Tavares  

Rielly-Sandin 

Spezza-Simmonds-Thornton  

Five-on-six units at Wednesday's Leafs practice:  

Hyman-Matthews-Marner  

Muzzin-Holl  

Foligno-Tavares-Nash  

Rielly-Brodie ... Bogosian rotated in 
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TSN.CA / Jack Campbell ready for long-awaited postseason opportunity 

Jack Campbell has seen enough of playoff hockey from the bench. Now 
he’s ready to be playing in it. The Maple Leafs’ netminder will finally get 
that chance when he starts for Toronto in Game 1 of its first-round playoff 
series against Montreal on Thursday. 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Jack Campbell has seen enough of playoff hockey from 
the bench. Now he’s ready to be playing in it. 

The Maple Leafs’ netminder will finally get that chance when he starts for 
Toronto in Game 1 of its first-round playoff series against Montreal on 
Thursday. For the 29-year-old Campbell, it will be a postseason debut 
years in the making, and he’s savouring the long-awaited opportunity.  

“It definitely means a lot [to be starting]. A lot of hard work went into it,” 
Campbell said after the Leafs’ final pre-playoffs practice on Wednesday. 

“[The feeling is] pure excitement. This is the best time of the year. I've 
been on the bench in the playoffs, and you still feel that excitement, but 
to be able to have a chance to be in there now, it's definitely awesome. 
I'm just looking forward to enjoying the whole experience.” 

Coach Sheldon Keefe has tapped Campbell as the Leafs’ playoff starter 
over the more seasoned Frederik Andersen, saying on Sunday it “wasn’t 
a tough decision” given how Campbell has played this year.  

Even while persevering through an early-season leg injury, Campbell has 
been Toronto’s backbone between the pipes. His 11-0-0 run to open this 
year set a new NHL record. And when Andersen went down with a knee 
injury in mid-March, Campbell helped keep the Leafs on track to 
eventually win the North Division.  

Campbell finished the regular season with a 17-3-2 mark, and his .921 
save percentage and 2.15 goals-against average are top 10 among NHL 
goaltenders with at least 20 starts.  

“Jack's been phenomenal for us,” said Jason Spezza. “He's the reason 
why we're in the position we are to start with home ice here and we have 
full confidence in him. He's a guy where nothing has fazed him all year. 
He's been thrown into tough situations and we have full belief in him.” 

It’s been quite a journey for Campbell to become a team’s go-to goalie. 
He’s been a career backup until now, sitting behind Jonathan Quick in 
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Los Angeles for three and a half seasons and then becoming a No. 2 for 
Andersen after the Kings traded Campbell to Toronto in February 2020. 

Campbell produced decent numbers in the role, entering this season with 
a 23-26-6 all-time record and .917 save percentage. But Campbell didn’t 
want to remain forever in Andersen’s shadow, and is now firmly in the 
postseason spotlight.  

“I believed I could do some good things at this level, and I thought I 
proved that throughout my career,” he said. “It's where I expect myself to 
be and I'm grateful for the opportunity. It was a good step in the right 
direction getting in the net and rolling and playing more games [this 
season] and as a team we had a lot of success, so it gives us the 
confidence to do it in the playoffs.” 

An avid amateur chef, Campbell said he’ll quell any nerves ahead of 
Thursday’s debut by cooking himself a nice meal Wednesday night and 
“I'll get ready to have some fun.”  

It’s the type of light-hearted attitude Campbell’s teammates have come to 
expect from him. Earlier in the year, Campbell was hard on himself after 
every game, but has heeded advice from those around him to take the 
highs and lows in stride. That’s made all the difference for Campbell and 
the players prepared to go into this next chapter with him.  

“Just his confidence [has really improved],” said Mitch Marner. “It’s been 
skyrocketing and it's great to see. And he has that confidence in net, 
where he’s playing everything so well and just getting out to the shots. 
He’s always communicating out there as well, just talking to us, letting us 
know where guys are behind us.” 

One skater Campbell could see a lot of around his net starting Thursday 
is Zach Bogosian. The veteran defenceman wasn’t expected to be 
available for their opening-round series after suffering a shoulder injury in 
mid-April, but he’s gotten the required medical clearance and was on 
Toronto’s third pairing with Rasmus Sandin at Wednesday’s practice. 

That bumped Travis Dermott out of the Leafs’ top six and onto the fourth 
pairing with Martin Marincin. Dermott is projected to be a healthy scratch 
on Thursday. 

Bogosian won a Stanley Cup with the Tampa Bay Lightning last season, 
and is one of two players on the Leafs roster (along with Jake Muzzin) 
who knows what it takes to scale hockey’s highest peak. He was 
determined not to miss the start of the Leafs’ run this year.  

“It's a credit to him for the work that he's put in to get himself ready,” said 
Keefe of Bogosian. “He's got great experience coming off of last season's 
playoff and the elements that he brings to our defence helps us both at 
five on five and on the penalty kill, so it's a nice addition for us.” 

Wayne Simmonds put it a bit more bluntly when he characterized the 
return of Bogosian as supplying “a whole lot of nasty.” Having Bogosian 
in the mix would mean all of Toronto’s regulars are healthy and will be 
involved from the outset of what the team hopes is a fruitful spring ahead.  

“I think as a group, we can count on each other,” said Campbell. “Since 
I've been here, the leadership group, the new guys coming in, the young 
guys, we [all] just gel together. We expect a lot out of each other, but 
that's a good thing. I believe so much in our team and our group and I 
just want to go in there and do my job for them.” 
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USA TODAY / Colorado Avalanche forward Nazem Kadri ejected for hit 
to head of St. Louis Blues' Justin Faulk 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Colorado Avalanche forward Nazem Kadri, who has a lengthy 
suspension history, is looking at another after he received a match 
penalty for an illegal check to the head Wednesday night. 

A match penalty requires an automatic review by the league. The penalty 
was confirmed on replay. 

St. Louis Blues defenseman Justin Faulk received the high hit from Kadri 
during the third period and went to the dressing room. The Blues scored 
on the ensuing five-minute power play to pull within 3-2. 

Kadri, who arrived to the Avalanche in a 2019 trade, twice was 
suspended for questionable hits during the first round while he was with 
the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

The suspensions were considered the reason that the Maple Leafs dealt 
him. 

He got three playoff games during the 2018 playoffs for a hit from behind 
on the Boston Bruins' Tommy Wingels. 

The following year, he was suspended for the remainder of the first round 
for a Game 2 cross-check on the Bruins' Jake DeBrusk. 

Kadri has five suspensions in his career, though none with Colorado. 

Faulk's injury left the Blues two defensemen short in the game. Robert 
Bortuzzo left earlier after being elbowed by the Avalanche's Tyson Jost. 

The Avalanche won 6-3 on a Nathan MacKinnon hat trick to take a 2-0 
lead in the first-round series. 

USA TODAY LOADED: 05.20.2021 

1188669 Websites 

 

USA TODAY / NHL draft lottery will be held June 2; here are the odds 

 

USA TODAY Sports 

 

With the NHL regular season officially ending Wednesday, the league 
announced that the draft lottery would be held on June 2. 

Draft lottery odds were also announced, with the Buffalo Sabres having 
the best chance at 16.6%. The Anaheim Ducks (12.1%), the expansion 
Seattle Kraken and the New Jersey Devils (10.3% each) and the 
Columbus Blue Jackets (8.5%) make up the rest of the top five. 

The New York Rangers, who won last year's lottery despite participating 
in the playoff qualifying round, have the worst odds this year at 1.0%, 

The draft will be held remotely on July 23 and 24. 

Under a new rule, the Sabres can draft no worse than third. That was 
changed after the last-place Detroit Red Wings picked fourth last year. 

The Arizona Coyotes have forfeited their first-round pick this year 
because of league sanctions for violating the NHL’s combine testing 
policy. If they win either of the top two picks in the lottery, the drawing will 
be conducted again. 
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USA TODAY / NHL playoffs: Bryan Rust's late penalty almost cost 
Penguins; Golden Knights finally score 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Forward Bryan Rust did plenty to help the Pittsburgh Penguins even their 
series against the New York Islanders on Tuesday night. 
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He scored the opening goal in the first period after a New York turnover, 
took four shots, drew a penalty, delivered two hits and played more than 
19 minutes.  

But with the Penguins hanging onto a one-goal lead late in the third 
period, he wrapped his glove around an airborne puck and threw it out of 
the defensive zone. That led to a two-minute penalty for closing his hand 
on the puck with 1:28 left in the game. 

"I was just so worried about getting the puck over the blue line, getting it 
out of the zone, that I made kind of a mental error there," Rust said. 

The Penguins killed off the penalty, limiting the Islanders to one shot for a 
2-1 victory that tied the series 1-1. 

"They were working hard for me and for the team," Rust said. "You saw 
how much the crowd got into it. I think our guys fed off that emotion and 
they did an unbelievable job. I've got to thank those guys." 

Golden Knights find back of net 

The Golden Knights scored for the first time in the series during the 
second period of Game 2, and the timing was perfect because Jonathan 
Marchessault's goal occurred 18 seconds after Matt Dumba had put the 
Wild ahead 1-0. 

"The response was key," coach Peter DeBoer said. "Getting a goal was 
critical. We were going on, at that point, four-plus periods without one. I 
just sensed we were a different group after that goal." 

Alex Tuch added two goals for a series-tying 3-1 win. Games 3 and 4 are 
in St. Paul, Minnesota, where the Wild have a 6-0-2 all-time record 
against Vegas. 

“You’re going to see a totally different team at home,” Dumba said. 
“We’re a different beast.” 

Goalie changes 

The Islanders and Florida Panthers changed their goaltending from 
Game 1 and both teams lost. 

The Islanders went to Semyon Varlamov, their No. 1 goalie who was 
unavailable in Game 1 after getting hurt in the season finale. The 
Panthers gave Chris Driedger his first career professional playoff start 
after Sergei Bobrovsky had lost Game 1. 

"A little bit nerves for sure," said Driedger, who was playing on his 27th 
birthday. "Felt it a bit in the first, but after that, I settled in and tried to 
enjoy it." 

Both gave up two first-period goals — with Varlamov fooled by Rust's 
shot — but that was it. Varlamov made 43 saves and Driedger made 26 
in the 3-1 Tampa Bay win that gave the Lightning a 2-0 series lead. 

"It would have been nice to come up with a win, but we’ll have to go and 
do that in Tampa," Driedger said. 

Tonight’s playoff games 

Washington at Boston, 6:30, NBCSN. Series tied 1-1 

Nashville at Carolina, 8, CNBC. Hurricanes lead 1-0 

Winnipeg at Edmonton, 9, NBCSN. Game 1 of series 

St. Louis at Colorado, 10:30, CNBC. Avalanche lead 1-0 
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