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An original Predator, Hurricanes assistant coach Jeff Daniels has watched two markets 
blossom  

By Luke DeCock  

Jeff Daniels was there at the creation, an original Nashville 
Predator during that team’s inaugural season in 1998-99. 
Daniels was also an original Carolina Hurricane, moving with 
the team from Hartford in 1997. Needless to say, he’s been a 
witness to the massive growth of two markets not originally 
thought to be hockey-friendly. 

“It was a newer market. People were learning when to cheer, 
when not to cheer, no different from Raleigh,” Daniels said. 
“But now people are true hockey fans.” 

As the series moves to Bridgestone Arena for Game 3, some 
of the trappings used to drum up interest during that initial 
Predators season live on, for better or worse, from the inane 
“fang fingers” when the Predators go on the power play to 
the bands that play during intermissions. But there’s no 
question that just as Raleigh grew into a hockey market — 
with the 2002 run to the Stanley Cup finals serving as an 
unlikely catalyst — Nashville has as well. 

“I had a cup of coffee in Florida, too, and just to see the 
growth down in Florida and these newer, not newer now, but 
these southern markets where people didn’t think hockey 
would work,” Daniels said. “Sure enough, you’re seeing that 
now. Especially in Raleigh, you’re seeing youth hockey take 
off and a big reason why is the Hurricanes, the kids growing 
up with a team to watch, a team to cheer for. You’re seeing 
kids now, boys and girls, going to college on scholarships, 
getting drafted.” 

The Predators went a long time without much success to 
speak of, going 13 years before winning a playoff series, but 
by the time they made the Stanley Cup finals in 2017 — 
coached by Peter Laviolette, who had Daniels on his staff 
when the Hurricanes won the Stanley Cup in 2006 — there 
were tens of thousands of people gathering in a public park 
outside the arena to watch the games on a big screen, not to 
mention a long line of country-music star celebrity fans. The 
12,000 fans in Bridgestone on Friday will be just as loud and 
rowdy as the 12,000 in PNC Arena were for Games 1 and 2. 

“Nashville’s been here how many years? A long time. And 
they’ve had success,’ Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “You’ve got to have success. You’ve got to give people 
something to be excited about to come watch your team and 
they’ve done that and so have we. It’s great to see.” 

Daniels played only nine games with the Predators in 1998-
99 after they took him from the Hurricanes in the expansion 
draft, and he spent most of the season in the AHL. In 
retrospect, it’s amazing an expansion team wouldn’t find a 
spot for a leader like Daniels, a hard-working if limited fourth-
line forward but a consummate glue guy in the dressing 
room. The Hurricanes saw his value: They brought him back 
the next season and he played 260 NHL games over the 

next four seasons before he retired and months later joined 
Laviolette’s new staff when Paul Maurice was fired. 

“When you go out and have good shifts and you’re rumbling 
around and making some energy down low, he really 
appreciates that,” Hurricanes fourth-line forward Steven 
Lorentz said. “I never really got to watch him play but I can 
guess at the kind of style he played with, that kind of bulldog 
mentality back then.” 

The feeling, Daniels said, is mutual: “I can relate to those 
guys and have a special place for those guys, because that’s 
the kind of player I was.” 

Daniels has been with the Hurricanes in some capacity ever 
since: seven years as an assistant coach to Laviolette and 
Brind’Amour, seven years as an AHL coach in Albany and 
Charlotte and three years as a pro scout. (Brock McGinn is 
the only player left in the organization from Daniels’ last 
Checkers team, in 2014-15.) 

Lorentz’s rookie moment 

Lorentz had an assist in his playoff debut in Game 1, but that 
wasn’t what the 25-year-old rookie will remember from his 
first postseason experience. From seeing fans tailgating to 
walking out of the tunnel to be greeted by a loud crowd for 
the first time in his Hurricanes career, Lorentz has been 
soaking it all in. 

“Standing out during the national anthem, I was able to start 
that Game 1, just looking around seeing all the people,” 
Lorentz said. “And then when Adam (Lee Decker), the 
singer, said ‘rockets’ red glare’ and everybody screamed it, it 
was like, wow, OK, this is what it’s like.  

“Then when he finished and you step off the blue line and put 
your helmet back on, you see people going absolutely nuts 
and it’s like OK, I don’t have to worry about anything here 
and emotion’s just going to take over and be there. The first 
five minutes of that, from running out of that tunnel to the 
very first shift, to getting my first point, that was all so special. 
Those are moments I’ll never forget.” 

Lorentz has also had an impact on the series, getting under 
the Predators’ skin in Game 1 as part of an energetic 
performance by the fourth line of Lorentz, Jordan Martinook 
and McGinn that helped set the tone for the series. That’ll be 
even more important as the series moves to Nashville and 
the Predators benefit from having their crowd behind them. 

“The hitting, everybody’s finishing checks and you really 
want to make sure you’re trying to wear down the opponent,” 
Lorentz said. “That’s why playoffs are so gut-wrenching and 
long, because guys make those extra efforts and finish their 
checks, and it wears the body down a little more. But it’s all 
worth it in the end.” 
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Not expecting Slavin 

Jaccob Slavin did not participate in the Hurricanes’ pregame 
skate Friday. Brind’Amour said Maxime Lajoie, who spent 
the entire season with Chicago (AHL), would play if Slavin 
cannot.  

“I don’t think he did anything in Game 1,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
just don’t think he’s 100 percent.” 

Lajoie, who had 21 points in 27 games for the Wolves, would 
presumably replace Jake Gardiner, who played only 9:07 on 
Wednesday. Alex Nedeljkovic is expected to make his third 
straight start in net. 

“No changes other than (Slavin’s) availability there,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Other than that, it’ll be the same.”

 

Here’s how the Predators climbed back into the series against the Hurricanes in 2OT  

By Chip Alexander  

Nashville Predators coach John Hynes had a simple game 
plan Friday: “Knock the door down.” 

That is, win a game. Find a way to beat the Carolina 
Hurricanes in the Stanley Cup playoffs. Get back in the 
series. 

The Preds did that, but it took a while.  

Playing before a home crowd of 12,135 at Bridgestone 
Arena, Nashville emerged with a 5-4 victory in double 
overtime after dropping the first two games of the series in 
Raleigh. 

“It was nice that we found a way to win and get ourselves 
back into the series here,” Hynes said. 

Matt Duchene had the winning goal, getting past 
defenseman Jake Bean for the shot at 14:54 of the second 
OT, and the Preds then staged their own postgame 
celebration at center ice. 

Canes head coach Rod Brind’Amour was happy with his 
team’s effort, just not the result — nor the officiating. 

“We played our butts off, played great, played hard,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We’re playing a great team, and to me, 
we’re in a battle. Nashville’s a great team, but we’re also 
fighting the refs. That’s plain and simple. You can’t tell me, 
two games in a row, we get seven, eight penalties and they 
get three? When the game’s this even? That’s ... that’s not 
right.” 

Carolina is now 16-of-17 on the penalty kill over three 
games, allowing just one 3-on-5 goal in Game 3 Friday. The 
Hurricanes have been shorthanded seven times in each of 
the past two games.  

How it got to overtime 

Canes defenseman Brett Pesce tied it 4-4 with a snipe of a 
shot with 3:21 left in regulation — his first career playoff 
strike. Pesce nearly scored on a shot that goalie Juuse 
Saros barely kept out of the net, then took a pass from 
Teuvo Teravainen and unloaded again from the top of the 
left circle. 

“(Pesce) has been an absolute animal all year,” Canes 
captain Jordan Staal said. “With the big guy out, man has he 
stepped up and played well. Another great game by him.“ 

Canes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, starting for the third straight 
game, made a big stop on a Colton Sissons shot with 42 
seconds left in regulation.  

The Preds had taken a 4-3 lead on Ryan Johansen’s goal at 
5:01 of the third period. Nashville tied the score 3-3 on 
Mikael Granlund’s 5-on-3 power-play goal at 14:42 of the 
second period — the first power-play goal Carolina has 
allowed in the series. 

The Canes again played without injured defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin, giving Max Lajoie his first start with Carolina. They 
also played a strong, sound road game in a super-charged 
atmosphere. 

Sebastian Aho had a goal and two assists for the Canes, the 
Central Division champions. Jordan Staal and Vincent 
Trocheck scored in the second period, Trocheck on a power 
play. 

Defenseman Ryan Ellis had a goal and assist for the Preds, 
who finished fourth in the Central. 

The Canes trailed 2-1 after the first period — the Preds’ Filip 
Forsberg scoring with 24.5 seconds left — but took the lead 
in the second. Jordan Staal scored on a breakaway to tie it, 
and Vincent Trocheck’s power-play score, his first career 
playoff goal, on a tight-angled shot had the Canes in the 
lead. 

“That’s playoff hockey,” Staal said. “It was a grind of a game. 
That’s what you want to play. I thought the boys battled hard. 
We came out on the wrong side of this one, but we’re going 
to come back with an even better effort next game.” 

Nedeljkovic stopped Erik Haula on a shorthanded breakaway 
when it was 2-2. But Granlund knocked in a loose puck on 
the 5-on-3, and Johansen scored on a deflection of an Ellis 
shot after the Canes iced the puck and the Preds then won a 
faceoff in the Canes zone. 

Preds goalie Juuse Saros had Aho score against him in the 
first on a shot that deflected off Preds defenseman Roman 
Josi. Staal beat Saros with a forehand and Trocheck with a 
ridiculously tough shot to Saros’ right, the puck barely 
squeezing past Saros’ head. 

There’s not much turnaround time. Game 4 will have a 2:30 
p.m. ET start Sunday. 

“We’re playing against the same team, and they’ve played 
the same amount of minutes that we did, so it is what it is. I 
think our group is going to rebound,” Staal said. 

They knew what was coming 

The Hurricanes knew what to expect: an all-out war. 

The Predators were combative and physical while losing the 
first two games of the first-round playoff series in PNC Arena 
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At home at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, being urged on 
by a large home crowd, they were amped up even higher. 

The Preds were desperate and determined.  

“If you’re not bringing intensity. maybe you shouldn’t be out 
there,” Preds defenseman Matt Benning said Friday after the 
morning skate. 

Those weren’t fighting words, but Benning was in a fight with 
the Canes’ Jordan Martinook in Game 2. Asked Friday about 
the scuffle with Martinook and the punches thrown, he said, 
“It’s the playoffs.” 

No Slavin again 

The Canes were again without defenseman Jaccob Slavin, 
who missed Game 2 with a lower-body injury that has been 
nagging him. Max Lajoie drew into the lineup and made his 
Hurricanes debut. 

“It’s definitely a hole in our lineup, and we all have to as a 
team try to play better to fill that,” defenseman Dougie 

Hamilton said Friday of Slavin’s situation, which apparently 
will be an ongoing concern for Carolina in the playoffs. 

Plenty of hits 

The PNC Arena stat crew had the Canes and Preds 
combining for 198 hits in the first two games. Friday at 
Bridgestone? Only 65. But they were hard. 

“The discipline part is where you’ve got to be careful,” 
Brind’Amour said. “You just can’t get caught in they give you 
a shot and you give one back, because you don’t know how 
it’s going to get called. You’ve got to take that out of it. That’s 
where it gets hard because guys are so emotional.” 

The Canes were 6-for-7 in Game 3 on the penalty kill, 7-for-7 
in Game 2 and they are 16-for-17 in the series and have 
generated a number of shorthanded chances. They also 
scored on the power play in Game 2 and have had the edge 
in special teams.

 

‘Big Rig’ steps up to post-COVID challenge as the face of the Hurricanes’ TV franchise  

By Chip Alexander  

Mike Maniscalco and Tripp Tracy stood high above the ice 
Friday night, flanked by television monitors, mic’d up, amped 
up, ready to broadcast more Stanley Cup playoff hockey as 
the Carolina Hurricanes took on the Nashville Predators. 

The rub: Game 3 in the first-round series was played at 
Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tennessee. Maniscalco and 
Tracy had the call for Bally Sports from PNC Arena in 
Raleigh. 

Nothing new, of course. The Canes’ TV crew has not 
traveled for away games this season. They were not in the 
NHL’s Toronto bubble last August for the Canes’ postseason 
play and will stay in Raleigh for all of the Bally Sports TV 
coverage of the opening round this year. Call it a sign of the 
times. 

“I think the future of broadcasting is going to look very 
different coming out of the pandemic,” Maniscalco said in an 
interview this season, his first as the Canes’ play-by-play 
announcer. 

Studio work and calls off monitors became the norm as the 
world hunkered down in 2020 and into this year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It was a necessary move made for 
personal health and safety. It also was a financial move 
made to help save costs. 

For 25 years, John Forslund was the TV face of the 
franchise, first with the Hartford Whalers and then the 
Hurricanes after the team’s move to North Carolina in 1997. 
He was an indelible part of the Hurricanes brand, his voice 
and calls ingrained in Hurricanes fandom. 

“That’s hockey, baby!” and “Hey, hey, whadaya say!” were 
Forslund staples, and his game preparation and presentation 
were meticulous.  

COVID-19 changed everything. Unable to come to contract 
terms with the Hurricanes by the end of June 2020, Forslund 

left. It was an emotional breakup. Forslund and Tracy, the 
Canes’ TV analyst and color commentator, had worked 
together for 21 years. 

Hosting Canes’ pregame show with Shane Willis 

Maniscalco had been the host of the Canes’ pregame show 
with Shane Willis and the rink-side reporter during games. 
He was well-known to Canes fans — the “Big Rig’” — and 
well-liked. He wasn’t like a newbie quickly hired and brought 
in to take over the play-by-play in Toronto for last season’s 
postseason qualifier against the New York Rangers and then 
the first-round playoff series against the Boston Bruins. 

“I’d called games before, so it’s not like I’d never done this 
and got thrown into it,” Maniscalco said. “Some of the most 
fun I’ve had in broadcasting was with Shane on the pregame 
shows, on the desk. Now, this is the most fun I’ve ever had.” 

Maniscalco said he did not feel as if he was auditioning for 
the Canes’ full-time play-by-play job in Toronto. He likened it 
more like former Dallas Cowboys quarterback Danny White. 
One day White was the backup QB for Roger Staubach and 
then he was named the starter when Staubach retired. You 
run with it. 

“The bubble games showed he was capable of doing the 
job,” Tracy said in an interview. “I had done games with him 
on radio and TV is different, but I think those games in 
Toronto were important for our fan base because they got to 
see Mike call some very special moments.” 

When Sebastian Aho made a sick move to score against the 
Rangers, Maniscalco quickly said, “What sorcery was that?” 
The Aho move and Maniscalco’s quick and apt reaction 
made a lot of NHL highlight packages. 

“Mike was going to get some more rope in an impossible 
situation from our fan base because our fans recognize how 
genuine he is and they have a connection with him and they 
were going to want to see him succeed,” Tracy said. 
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Maniscalco said Canes owner Tom Dundon and Don 
Waddell, the president and general manager, have been 
supportive. No micro-managing or second-guessing calls. 

“I’m like an offensive lineman. If no one is saying my name 
then I’m doing my job,” Maniscalco said, smiling. “Tom has 
been great. Don Waddell has been great.” 

Tripp Tracy transitions from John Forslund to Mike 
Maniscalco 

Forslund, who works for the NBC Sports Network, has been 
hired to be the new TV voice of the expansion Seattle 
Kraken. He, too, is supportive of the work Maniscalco has 
done this season. 

“I think he’s done a good job,” Forslund said in an interview 
this season. “I think for him it’s just a matter of refining every 
day, no different from what I do. You try to be perfect and 
you find it’s impossible to be perfect.  

“I think he moved in there, integrated into that role, continued 
to work at it and had the commitment to improve every day. 
The good part is they have a great team. And because they 
have a great team it’s in some ways easier because 
everything is good, everything is positive.” 

Tracy has continued to be Tracy. The former college and pro 
goalie, a good friend of many of the players, has used those 
past relationships to gain information for his many yarns 
during games. He works the phone constantly each day. He 
has become a social media beast, using his podcast to line 
up a variety of guests including Wayne Gretzky. 

“It’s obviously going to be transition when you work for 20 
years with John like I did and enjoy the memories and know 
each other so well on and off air,” Tracy said. “I almost didn’t 
have to look at him, we knew each other well.  

“I could not let the disappointment of John leaving prevent 
me from trying to do my part for Mike, who was following a 
legend, and Mike has done a really, really nice job in a 
challenging circumstance, not only doing it for the first time 
but also in replacing a person of John Forslund’s caliber. I’ve 
tried to not change, just do my job and do all I can to help a 
guy and friend we all wanted to see shine in his opportunity.” 

Tracy continues to offer his blend of timely hockey analysis 
and his humorous form of Hurricanes genealogy — “Sir 
Walter Raleigh, as we know, was a huge Caniac!” He 
sometimes gets caught up in harping on calls made on the 
ice by the referees but it comes across more as a defense of 
the Canes player being penalized than personal criticism of 
the ref. 

‘It’s about the players on the ice’ 

Forslund had a way of intoning “They SCORE!” after a 
Hurricanes goal, using his baritone best. Maniscalco at times 
will hit too high a note after a Carolina goal as he excitedly 
raises his voice.  

“It’s nothing that I do intentionally but my voice can go high 
and sometimes a little too high,” he said. “You don’t want to 
be screechy at all.” 

Maniscalco says he has no go-to phrases, although he has 
used “All right Hamilton!” after some of defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton’s goals this season. 

After Canes forward Brock McGinn tied the score in a game 
against Columbus with a well-executed goal off the rush, 
Maniscalco said, “Tic-tac-tie.” To which Tracy said, “Oh, boy 
you’re on your game today, partner!” 

Maniscalco said he later got a text from Bob McGinn, Brock’s 
father, asking how long he had been thinking about using the 
line. The answer: about a second. 

“I don’t want to be cute and it’s not about me,” Maniscalco 
said. “It’s about the players on the ice and the game.” 

What if the TV feed goes dead? 

There are challenges in this new age of monitor-called road 
games, relying on the home team’s TV feeds. You can’t 
always see what’s happening behind a play. A player might 
slip off the bench for medical treatment and that might be 
missed. The coach might explode at a ref.  

And what if the TV feeds go dead and the screen goes 
blank? Maniscalco said that happened one time, adding, “It 
may only last a few seconds but can feel like an eternity.” 

It helps that the TV crew working the truck remains the same 
and can help through any rough patches. Jim Mallia, a 
former hockey player, is the producer and Paul “Chopper” 
Hemming the director. Graphics producer Dean Meglio and 
EVS replay operator Tracy Cook have been on the crew for 
several years. 

“They have made life so much easier for me,” Maniscalco 
said. 

The pregame and postgame shows, anchored by Abby 
Labar and Willis, nicely complement the Bally broadcast 
package. 

The Canes TV broadcast team will handle only the first round 
of the playoffs. Beyond that, if the Canes advance there are 
plans for a post-game wrap-up show. 

Executive producer James Shapiro said he is “really 
pleased” with the way things have gone in an abnormal 
season. 

“We love Mike, and his relationship with the team has made 
this transition work well for him,” Shapiro said in an interview. 
“He is incredibly familiar with our team and does a great job 
in transmitting that to the audience and transmitting a sense 
of excitement to the audience. 

“Calling games off monitors, Mike and Tripp have done a 
great job dealing with that. It can be tough to adjust to that 
but there are times when you watch and unless they tell you, 
you don’t know they’re not on the road with the team. That’s 
a big compliment to Mike and Tripp.”
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Rexrode: Predators ask less of Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen, and get more 

By Joe Rexrode 

At some point, soon, the Nashville Predators will be deciding 
what to keep and what to send away — or beg others to 
take. 

Some cases to stay were made Friday night at Bridgestone 
Arena. Yes, in one game. One playoff game. One desperate, 
exhausting-to-watch (so what must it have been like to play?) 
95-minute playoff game, won by oft-maligned No. 95 of the 
Predators. It took double overtime to cut the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ series lead to 2-1 after the Predators’ 5-4 win. It 
took just about every Nashville player who has been put on 
Twitter waivers, too. One night obviously has severe 
limitations when it comes to sweeping decisions that dictate 
the direction of a franchise. But then, nothing counts more in 
the National Hockey League than nights like this. 

So for all that Matt Duchene hasn’t done in two seasons, at 
$8 million per, with five years left on that deal, the final 
glimpse of hockey in Bridgestone Arena before Sunday’s 
Game 4 will be that of him thrilling more than 12,000 fans 
with a sequence that might work one out of 100 times in 
practice. In that moment? Chopping at an 85-foot Roman 
Josi lob pass — which was ridiculous enough — and settling 
it at the blue line, looping around Carolina defenseman Jake 
Bean and torching goalie Alex Nedeljkovic’s poke-check 
attempt with a little flip across his body and into the net as he 
skated the other way? The Mike Epps comedy troupe came 
to Bridgestone on April 24 and brought the house down with 
some decidedly adult humor. This was filthier. 

The Preds might be better off if Duchene is wearing a Seattle 
Kraken jersey next season, and most fans might prefer that. 
But that kind of play in that kind of moment was exactly what 
they envisioned over years of hoping Preds GM David Poile 
would land him. He might not have lasting power, but that 
moment will, especially for what Duchene called “a crowd 
I’ve been dying to play in front of in the playoffs for so long.” 

Ryan Johansen is another candidate for Kraken “deep sea 
blue,” but the Johansen who took the ice Friday looked like 
the guy who helped spearhead a 2017 Stanley Cup Final run 
until he got hurt late in that run. He looked like a guy you’d 
want on your team, in 22 minutes of ice time, planting himself 
in front of the net, scoring a huge third-period goal, collecting 
five shots on goal and four hits. He did it centering a line with 
Duchene on one wing and Filip Forsberg (goal, assist, 
lifetime deal in Nashville if he wants it) on the other. He and 
Duchene did this, keeping hope in this series alive, after 
disappointing individual seasons for both, on the night coach 
John Hynes decided to remove both from the power play. 

“Part of being a team and winning is, you have to accept the 
role you’re in,” Hynes said. “And I have to give the two guys 
credit. They came in, they played hard, they played with a 
little chip on their shoulder tonight. … We’re in the playoffs 
so it’s about making the decisions that have to be made and 
not waiting (too long), and when you look at tonight, the 
productivity, the execution, the momentum that the power 

play built, the players that were on the power play tonight did 
a good job. Matt and Ryan had some roles tonight — they 
did a good job. They were able to find the score sheet. I 
thought the competitive level they played with, the attention 
to detail they played with were what we need. That’s part of 
what this time of year is about. You need to accept the role 
you’re in on that given night.” 

Said Duchene of that acceptance: “Obviously I’m a power-
play guy and I have been my whole career, so obviously it’s 
tough. I mean, second period, it was tough to stay in the 
game. But at the end of the day, you cheer on your 
teammates and you be a good teammate. I just tried to go 
and draw as many penalties as I could, that was my 
mentality.” 

There was a lot of talk about Duchene and Johansen being 
taken off the power play. But they weren’t alone. Another guy 
who is normally part of it, another guy whose large contract 
and postseason ups and downs make him an obvious 
candidate for fan angst, was taken off it Friday. All Ryan Ellis 
did was respond with a goal and an assist, lofting the shot 
that Johansen tipped in, while playing 32 minutes. He 
blocked four shots, including two straight lethal attempts from 
Andrei Svechnikov as the Canes tried to come back in the 
third period, including one with the back of his head. 

Mikael Granlund was as big as anyone in the late-season run 
to get here, but he entered Friday with three points in 12 
postseason games with the Preds. Add to that Friday’s huge 
tying goal in the second period, in front of the net on a five-
on-three, to go with four hits in 32 minutes of ice time. This 
lineup, which on Friday got Calle Jarnkrok back from illness 
and did not have Viktor Arvidsson because of an upper-body 
injury, got something significant out of everyone. It’s 
impossible not to, I suppose, in that much winning hockey 
against an opponent this good. 

Maybe Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour is right and 
Nashville is getting a bit of a friendly whistle so far. The 
Preds have 14 power plays to the Canes’ six in the past two 
games. It is also worth pointing out that the Canes scored a 
goal Friday that deflected off Josi’s backside and another 
that somehow found a tiny crack of space between Saros’ 
helmet and the goalpost. 

Those breaks and the Canes’ usual aggressiveness weren’t 
enough because the Josis and Forsbergs and Juuse 
Saroses and Herd Line headbangers were great. And they 
got “the step-ups we need,” Forsberg said, from Duchene, 
Johansen and friends. The constantly rotating third defensive 
pairing was much more solid than not. And if we’re talking 
about people trying to establish themselves, prone to blame, 
let’s not forget Hynes. 

Taking Duchene, Johansen and Ellis off the power play is a 
gutsy move, and certainly not an obvious one. But the power 
play was significantly better. This might sound funny 
considering that five-on-three goal stands as the only 
instance of the Preds scoring with more humans on the ice 
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than their opponent in this series. But it’s true, because the 
Nashville power play went from a bona fide Carolina weapon 
in Game 2 to a thing that actually entered the offensive zone 
and created chances for Nashville in Game 3. 

That last play Friday night will have staying power for sure, 
whether its creator does or not. On Sunday, we’ll find out if 
this team has any.

 

Hurricanes assistant Daniels a symbol of Southern market success 

As a player and coach, the Carolina assistant has seen how 
hockey has grown in nontraditional markets 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Hurricanes and Predators would seem like natural rivals, 
two nontraditional Southern markets separated by 500 miles 
but united by the fact both teams’ cities, regions and states 
needed to introduce and grow hockey in places that were 
mostly unfamiliar with the sport. 

But the NHL’s decision to place Nashville in the Western 
Conference meant the two teams only meet infrequently. 

Until this year. 

With the realigned divisions formed by the league to limit 
travel and limit opponents, the Predators and Hurricanes 
spent this season together in the Central Division, playing 
eight times in the regular season before now meeting in the 
first round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

The series shifts to Nashville for Game 3 on Friday with 
Carolina ahead 2-0 in the series. But winning at home in the 
playoffs is a lot easier than winning on the road, and both 
markets have shown they can be as hockey-mad as 
anywhere. The Hurricanes can expect a hostile environment 
at Bridgestone Arena. 

“I think it just took a while for them to figure it out,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of the success on 
the Predators franchise. “They haven’t had it here. And now 
Nashville has been here, I mean, how many years? A long 
time. And they’ve had success. You gotta have success. You 
gotta give people something to be excited about to come 
watch your team. And they’ve done that and so have we, and 
it’s great to see.” 

Perhaps no one knows what it’s like to play in a fledgling 
market better than Hurricanes assistant coach Jeff Daniels. 
Unlike Brind’Amour, who was a first-round draft pick and 
immediate impact player, Daniels had to fight to earn call-ups 
and ice time during his 15-year pro career. 

“It was it was never easy for myself,” the 52-year-old Daniels 
said. “I had to come to camp every year and with the 
mindset, ‘I got to make the team.’ Nothing was gonna be 
given to me.” 

And that meant going from organization to organization, from 
the AHL to the NHL and back again. 

That included moving with the Whalers from Hartford to 
North Carolina in 1997 and becoming one of the first 
Hurricanes. Daniels played in two games in Carolina’s 
inaugural season — the first of two that was played in 
Greensboro Coliseum — before spending a year with the 
new Predators. 

He spent most of Nashville’s first season with its AHL affiliate 
in Milwaukee but did play nine games with the Predators. 

“I got picked up in the expansion draft by Nashville, so I 
spent a year, mostly in Milwaukee,” Daniels said, “but I did 
get a taste up here. … The first year you didn’t see the 
excitement, it was new here. But the people were into it. And 
then, after that year I signed back with Carolina.” 

That meant moving to another new market, Raleigh, as the 
Hurricanes’ home — the Entertainment & Sports Arena, now 
PNC Arena — was ready for play. 

Daniels spent his last four pro seasons in Carolina, using the 
lessons learned as a journeyman who played in six different 
NHL cities and six more minor league towns to become a 
valuable role player for the Hurricanes. That included playing 
23 games during Carolina’s 2002 run to the Stanley Cup 
Final. 

Daniels then transitioned into coaching, joining the 
Hurricanes as an assistant when Peter Laviolette was 
brought in to replace Paul Maurice during the 2003-04 
campaign. He was part of the staff on the Stanley Cup-
winning team that Brind’Amour captained in 2006, then was 
head coach of Carolina’s AHL affiliate for seven seasons — 
the first two in Albany followed by five years in Charlotte. 
Stints in player development and scouting kept him in the 
organization until Brind’Amour asked him to join his staff 
when he was hired as head coach in 2018. 

Daniels’ experiences as a coach and a player give him a 
different perspective than Brind’Amour, one that can 
particularly prove helpful with those who have had to carve 
out a spot in the league as role players. 

“I know what they’re going through,” Daniels said. “I know 
some nights when they’re not getting the ice time they want 
or maybe they’re being a healthy scratch, I’ve kind of been 
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through that and I know what they’re thinking and I try to, you 
know, build them up.” 

Steven Lorentz was also a late-round pick who has had to 
pay his dues in the minors and prove through hard work and 
commitment that he belonged in the NHL. 

“I never really got to watch him play,” Lorentz said, “but I can 
maybe guess at the kind of style that he played, with that 
kind of bulldog mentality, back then. So it’s great learning 
from a guy like that who clawed and scratched, and he 
obviously faced some adversity over the years. 

“But to play as many games in the league as he did and to 
just stick with it at the end, it just shows a lot about who he is 
as a person and his character. So it’s great to learn from a 
coach like that.” 

The Hurricanes will try to take a commanding league over 
the Predators on Friday, and the raucous atmosphere the 
team and its coaches heard inside PNC Arena in the series’ 

first two games — probably unimaginable during Daniels’ 
brief time in Greensboro or the start of his stint in Raleigh — 
will be replaced by similarly loud ones in favor of the 
opposition. 

Daniels will, first and foremost, be looking to help Carolina 
leave Nashville on Sunday with a series sweep. But from the 
Hurricanes bench, he will also be able to experience another 
successful Southern market that he had a small part in 
helping build. 

“I think it’s huge,” Daniels said. “I even I had a cup of coffee 
in Florida, too, and just to see the growth down in Florida and 
all these, I guess, newer — not newer now —Southern 
markets that people didn’t think hockey would work and, sure 
enough, you’re seeing that now.” 

Both markets needed a lot of hard work and on-ice success 
to quiet the doubters and prove their worth. It sounds a lot 
like Jeff Daniels’ three decades in the NHL.

 

Hurricanes lose in 2OT in Nashville, Brind’Amour thrashes refs 

The Carolina coach pointed to a disparity in penalties called 
the past two games in comments that will likely lead to a 
hefty fine 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Hurricanes suffered a heartbreaking loss in Friday’s 
Game 3, losing in double overtime on a goal by Nashville’s 
Matt Duchene in a 5-4 decision at Bridgestone Arena. The 
best-of-seven first-round series now favors Carolina 2-1. 
Sebastian Aho, Jordan Staal, Vincent Trocheck and Brett 
Pesce scored for the Hurricanes in the loss. 

Three Thoughts 

1. Once a playoff game gets deep into overtime, the 
difference is usually either a mistake leading to the winning 
goal or a standout individual effort. 

Friday’s Game 3 had both. Roman Josi’s aerial flip into the 
Carolina end eluded defenseman Jake Bean — who tried to 
swat the puck out of the air — and ended up on Duchene’s 
stick. The Predators’ underachieving $8 million man evaded 
a poke check by Alex Nedeljkovic (49 saves) and 
backhanded the puck into the top right corner for the game-
winner. 

“It’s tough,” Pesce said of the loss. “We worked really hard, 
had a ton of chances to finish that game. I’ve been on this 
side of it. Obviously, the last double OT (in 2019’s Game 7 in 
Washington) came out in our favor. It’s not a good feeling, 
but every team goes through adversity. It’s a long playoff run, 
and I think this is gonna make us stronger.” 

2. The Hurricanes seemed to have shaken off their penalty 
woes by not taking any in the opening period (other than a 
delayed call negated by a Nashville goal). But Carolina did 
more thinking inside the box in the second period, taking four 
penalties and finally allowing a Predators power play goal 
when Nashville had a 5-on-3 with Warren Foegele and Staal 
off for penalties. 

Fortunately for Carolina, the Predators’ Mattias Ekholm took 
two penalties in succession during the second frame, and 
Trocheck’s impossible angle goal over Juuse Saros’ (52 
saves) right shoulder had given the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead 
before Mikael Granlund’s two-man advantage goal tied it. 

But the penalty ledger was again lopsided in the third, with 
Carolina getting called for two infractions to Nashville’s zero, 
plus the Predators got the lone power play in overtime at 
11:40 of the second extra frame. 

In all, Nashville had eight power plays — including the 
aforementioned 5-on-3 — to the Hurricanes’ three. The 
Predators also held a 7-3 edge in Game 2. The disparity led 
to Carolina captain Jordan Staal giving a “no comment on 
that.” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour was much more 
candid. 

“We played our butts off,” he said. “Played great. Played 
hard. You know, we’re playing a great team. And to me, I 
didn’t say it (to the team), but we’re in a battle. And like I 
said, Nashville is a phenomenal team. But we’re also fighting 
the refs. That’s plain and simple. 

“You can’t tell me two games in a row, we get seven and 
eight penalties and they get three? When the game’s this 
even? It’s not right. It’s not right. And I give my guys tons of 
credit for just sticking in, going and playing their butts off and 
(we) had a good chance to win. 

“I mean, we still had a chance to win, coming back. Not right. 
Two overtimes? A knick-knack penalty when there was stuff 
going on all over? (It) just flipped the momentum and they 
score the next shift after because we’re out of rotation. 

“That’s not how it should go. So, I didn’t tell him that, but I’m 
proud of my group because they just battled.” 

Brind’Amour was given a $25,000 fine for criticizing the 
officials after Game 1 of Carolina’s series against Boston last 
season, and it also included a conditional fine of another 
$25,000 on top of any other discipline if he had “similar 
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inappropriate behavior” in the following year (through Aug. 
12, 2021). 

Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon paid last year’s fine and 
tacked on an additional $17 — in honor of the number 
Brind’Amour wore as a player — for good measure. 
Brind’Amour and/or Dundon might be writing out another 
check or two soon. 

3. Brind’Amour was again forced to rely heavily on his top 
defensemen with Jaccob Slavin missing his second straight 
game. Pesce led the way with 39:27, followed by Brady Skjei 
(38:21) and Dougie Hamilton (36:56). Bean (27:19) and Jani 
Hakanpaa (26:51) played career-high minutes, and Max 
Lajoie — playing his first game with the Hurricanes — logged 
16:54. 

Welcome to the team, kid. 

“He didn’t look out of place, and the first couple shifts there 
he had a couple of chances to score right away. Ripped one 
right off the goalie’s head there. He looked great. And again, 
that’s a tough spot to throw him in, but I thought he was 
good.” 

Staal concurred. 

“Yeah, the kid played really well.” 

Number To Know 

10:21, 5:10 — The average amount of power play time per 
game for the Predators and Hurricanes, respectively, through 
three games of their first-round series. Nashville has scored 
just once in 17 opportunities — the Preds’ 5-on-3 goal Friday 
— while Carolina has converted at a 20% clip (2 of 10). 

They Said It 

“I thought the boys battled hard. We were on the wrong side 
of this one, but we’re going to come back with even better 
effort next game.” 

— Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal 

Plus 

Brett Pesce, Hurricanes defenseman — On top of scoring 
the tying goal with 3:21 left in regulation, he anchored the 
Carolina defense and penalty kill all night. 

“With a big guy out, man, has he stepped up and played 
well,” Staal said of Pesce taking on even more responsibility 
with Slavin missing from the lineup. “He’s done everything. 
So, another great game by him, and he battled hard. I mean, 
you gotta love it. He’s awesome. He’s gonna keep leading 
our group back there.” 

Brind’Amour has long sung the praises of Pesce, and he 
didn’t stop Friday. 

“He’s just been phenomenal,” the coach said. “He’s been like 
that from day one. I think just now, in a situation like this, it 
just gets magnified. You get to see it that much more.” 

Minus 

Martin Necas, Hurricanes forward — The winger was critical 
of his performance late in the season, and Brind’Amour 
agreed. While Necas didn’t talk to the media and 
Brind’Amour wasn’t asked about him, chances are they’d 
both assess his game Friday similarly. 

Necas — along with center Trocheck and left wing Nino 
Niederreiter — struggled to gain traction all night, and Necas 
and Niederreiter were on the ice for three goals against, 
including Duchene’s game-winner. Necas was credited with 
just two shot attempts (both on goal) in more than 23 
minutes of ice time. He was part of Carolina’s penalty kill, 
which continued to thrive,  but he was barely noticeable most 
of the night.
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Game 3 Recap: Canes Fall to Preds in Double Overtime 

Pesce ties game late in regulation, but Duchene wins it in 
second OT 

By Michael Smith 

NASHVILLE - The Carolina Hurricanes dropped a 5-4 
double-overtime decision to the Nashville Predators in Game 
3 in what was the second longest playoff game in franchise 
history. 

Brett Pesce tied the game late in regulation, but Matt 
Duchene netted the winning goal 14:54 into the second 
overtime period. 

"That's playoff hockey. It was a grind of a game. They're 
going to be tight," Jordan Staal said. "I thought the boys 
battled hard. We were on the wrong side of this one, but 
we're going to come back with an even better effort next 
game." 

The Difference 

Jordan Staal sighed as he sat down for his postgame media 
availability. Brett Pesce crossed his arms, the despair 
evident on his face. Rod Brind'Amour sighed and sat back 
and marinated on what he wanted to say - and he had some 
things to say, indeed. 

It was a drain. It was a battle, all 94 minutes and 54 seconds 
of Game 3, and for the first time this series, the Canes came 
out on the wrong end of the final score. 

The game-winning goal developed seemingly innocent 
enough - and that deep into overtime, that's typically how it 
happens. Roman Josi elevated the puck, flipping it out of his 
own end. Matt Duchene gave chase and weaved around 
Jake Bean before chipping the puck over Alex Nedeljkovic. 

And that was it. 

"It's tough. I thought we worked really hard. We had a ton of 
chances to finish that game," Pesce said. "It's not a good 
feeling, but every team goes through adversity. It's a long 
playoff run, and I think this is going to make us stronger." 

The Canes, Brind'Amour said, had nothing to hang their 
heads about. The immediacy of the loss stung, no doubt, but 
moving forward in the series? The Canes are just fine. 

"Everybody played their ass off tonight," Brind'Amour said. 

Fist Bumps 

Brett Pesce 

Pesce is having himself a series. 

With Jaccob Slavin sidelined in Games 2 and 3 with a lower-
body injury, Pesce has been the Canes' anchor on the blue 
line. He logged 28:01 of ice time, including more than nine 

minutes of shorthanded time on ice, in Game 2. He followed 
it up by playing 39:27, which included nearly seven minutes 
of shorthanded time on ice, in Game 3. He recorded two 
shots on goal, six additional attempts and two hits - plus an 
all-important goal late in regulation. 

From the left-side point, Pesce fired a wrist shot that eluded 
Juuse Saros through traffic. 

The goal was Pesce's first career tally in the postseason and 
his fourth point in the first three games of this series. 

"The guy has been an absolute animal," Staal said. "With a 
big guy out, man has he stepped up and played well. He's 
done everything. Another great game by him. He battles 
hard. You've got to love it. He's awesome." 

Jordan Staal 

There's no stopping The Big Fella when he's rolling like this. 

Staal netted his third goal in as many games, and he did so 
on a breakaway, burying a quick snap shot blocker side on 
Saros to tie the game at two early in the second period. 

Staal finished the night with three additional shots on goal, 
one attempt that was blocked, two hits, a blocked shot and a 
60 percent faceoff win rate in 29:33 of ice time. 

Vincent Trocheck  

You can't give Vincent Trocheck time and space. Like, any. 
From a seemingly impossible angle, Trocheck gave the 
Canes their first lead of the game on their second power play 
in the second period. 

From along the goal line, Trocheck wired a snipe of a shot 
top-shelf through the tiniest of holes above Saros' right 
shoulder. 

Stats Pack 

5: Sebastian Aho tied the game at one in the last five 
minutes of the first period, a simple put-the-puck-on-net-and-
good-things-will-happen sort of play. 

From behind his own net, Roman Josi chipped the puck up 
the boards. Duchene was waiting for it along the near side, 
but Brady Skjei pinched and sealed the clearing attempt. Aho 
jumped on the loose puck and tossed it to the net, where it 
seemed to take a bounce off Josi and in past an 
unsuspecting Saros 

The goal was Aho's 27th career playoff point, and he has 
now surpassed Cory Stillman, Justin Williams and Ray 
Whitney for sole possession of fifth place in franchise 
postseason scoring history. 
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1: Max Lajoie made his Stanley Cup Playoffs and Hurricanes 
debut in Game 3. He paired with Jani Hakanpaa on defense 
and, in his first NHL action since Dec. 2019, he logged three 
shots on goal, one additional attempt, a hit and a blocked 
shot in 16:54 of ice time. 

"He did great. He didn't look out of place," Brind'Amour said. 
"He looked great. That's a tough spot to throw him in, but I 
thought he was good." 

"The kid played really well. I thought he skated well and 
made the right decisions when he had the puck. He just 
played steady, and that's what you want," Staal said. "He 
showed great poise and good skating ability." 

67:28: Pesce has been on the ice for 67:28 of the last 154:54 
played in this series. 

6-for-7: For the second game in a row, the Canes found 
themselves on the man disadvantage seven times. They 
killed six of them to improve to 16-for-17 in the series. 

Meanwhile, the power play converted one of its three 
chances. 

If those numbers sound familiar - seven power plays for 
Nashville versus three for Carolina - that's because they are. 
Game 2, a regulation finish, was the exact same. That the 
Predators have been on the power play 14 times to the 
Canes six over the last two games did not sit well with 
Brind'Amour. 

"We're in a battle. Nashville is a phenomenal team, but we're 
also fighting the refs. That's plain and simple," he said. "You 
can't tell me two games in a row we get 7-8 penalties and 
they get three when the game is this even. It's not right." 

Quote of the Night 

"I think our group is going to rebound and come out with an 
even better effort next game." - Jordan Staal 

Up Next 

Game 4 is a Sunday afternoon puck drop.

 

 

 

Predators top Hurricanes in 2OT in Game 3, get first win of series 

Duchene scores at 14:54, Saros makes 52 saves for 
Nashville 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

Matt Duchene scored at 14:54 of the second overtime to give 
the Nashville Predators a 5-4 win against the Carolina 
Hurricanes in Game 3 of the Stanley Cup First Round at 
Bridgestone Arena in Nashville on Friday. 

Roman Josi lobbed a pass from the Nashville defensive 
zone, and Duchene received it at the opposite blue line, cut 
to the net and chipped the puck over goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic's glove. 

"Enjoy it tonight, take the good vibes and move forward, and 
keep going at the task at hand here," Duchene said. 

Carolina leads the best-of-7 series with Game 4 at Nashville 
on Sunday (2:30 p.m. ET; NBCSN, SN, TVAS, BSSO). 

Ryan Ellis had a goal and two assists, and Juuse Saros 
made 52 saves for the Predators, who are the No. 4 seed in 
the Discover Central Division. 

"It feels really good," Nashville coach John Hynes said. "It's 
nice we found a way to win and get ourselves back in the 
series. For the players, the fans and the organization, it's a 
good night." 

Sebastian Aho had a goal and two assists, and Nedeljkovic 
made 49 saves for the Hurricanes, who are the No. 1 seed. 

"We played our butts off, played great, we played hard," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Nashville's a 
phenomenal team. I give my guys tons of credit for just 
sticking with it. We still had great chances to win." 

Brett Pesce scored for the Hurricanes to tie the game 4-4 
with 3:21 left in the third period on a wrist shot from the left 
point. 

"I thought we worked really hard, had a ton of chances to 
finish that game," Pesce said. "It's not a good feeling, but 
every team goes through adversity. It's a long playoff run, 
and I think this is going to make us stronger." 

Nashville took a 4-3 lead at 5:01 of the third. After winning a 
face-off, Ryan Johansen went to the net and deflected Ellis' 
point shot. 

"It was just an extra effort, getting to the net, trying to beat 
your check," Johansen said. "We hadn't been doing that as 
much in the past. Tonight we were better at it." 

Ellis gave the Predators a 1-0 lead at 4:35 of the first period 
on a wrist shot through traffic from the right boards. Aho 
flipped a puck on net from the left boards to tie it 1-1 at 
15:44. 
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The Predators went ahead 2-1 at 19:35. After taking a 
stretch pass from Mattias Ekholm, Filip Forsberg got a step 
on Hurricanes defenseman Dougie Hamilton and deked to 
the backhand. Saros got the secondary assist. 

"I think it was another step in the right direction," Forsberg 
said. "I think from Game 1 we got better to Game 2, and I 
thought we got better tonight and obviously got rewarded 
with a big win." 

Warren Foegele's pass out of Carolina's defensive zone set 
up Jordan Staal for a breakaway goal at 3:31 of the second 
period to tie it 2-2. 

Vincent Trocheck's power-play goal at 12:46 gave the 
Hurricanes a 3-2 lead. He scored from the goal line, shooting 
between Saros' head and the left post. It was his first NHL 
postseason goal (13 games). 

Mikael Granlund scored with a two-man advantage to tie it 3-
3 at 14:42. Erik Haula jammed the puck loose near 
Nedeljkovic before Granlund poked it in off the goal line. 

Johansen and Duchene, regulars on the Nashville power 
play, were taken off the units in Game 3. Their even-strength 
goals drew praise from Hynes. 

"Give the two guys credit. They came in, they played hard, 
they played with a little chip on their shoulder tonight," Hynes 
said. "They found a way on the scoreboard. … That's what 
being a team is all about." 

Teams with a 2-1 lead are 362-154 (.702) winning a best-of-
7 Stanley Cup Playoff series, including 12-1 last season. 

The Predators have lost all five best-of-7 series they trailed 
2-0, but have never trailed 3-0. Nashville has lost all 10 best-
of-7 series it has trailed 2-1. 

NOTES: Saros tied the Predators record for most saves in a 
playoff game (Dan Ellis, 2-1 overtime loss to the Detroit Red 
Wings in Game 5 of the 2008 Western Conference 
Quarterfinals). … Josi led Nashville with seven shots and 
36:54 of ice time. ... The Predators were 1-for-7 on the power 
play and are 1-for-17 in the series. … Pesce had two shots 
and two hits in a game-high 39:37 of ice time. … Hurricanes 
defenseman Maxime Lajoie had three shots, one hit and one 
blocked shot playing 16:54 in his NHL playoff debut; he 
replaced Jaccob Slavin, who has missed the past two games 
with a lower-body injury.

 

Matt Duchene scores in 2 OT, Predators beat Hurricanes 5-4 

By Teresa M. Walker 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Matt Duchene made his first 
playoff game in Nashville with the Predators a moment to 
remember. 

He scored his first goal of the series at 14:54 of the second 
overtime and the Predators beat the Carolina Hurricanes 5-4 
to cut their series deficit to 2-1. 

“It was just amazing to play here at home,” Duchene said. “I 
was really disappointed last year when we went to the 
bubble and we didn’t have games here, so best fans in the 
NHL. It’s just incredible to play here, and yeah we needed 
that. It feels good.” 

Now the Predators, 0-5 after trailing 2-0 in a best-of-seven 
series, will try to tie it Sunday in Game 4.  

“It was another step in the right direction,” Predators forward 
Filip Forsberg said. 

Duchene scored his first goal of the series in the longest 
game yet of this postseason and the third-longest in 
Predators’ history. Roman Josi flipped the puck to Duchene, 
who skated up the slot and flipped the puck over Alex 
Nedeljkovic for the victory.  

Nashville is 4-3 in games going two or more overtimes. 

Ryan Ellis had a goal and two assists, and Ryan Johansen, 
Filip Forsberg and Mikael Granlund also scored for Nashville. 

Juuse Saros had his first career assist and tied the franchise 
record with 52 saves for only his second postseason victory.  

Sebastian Aho had a goal and two assists for Carolina, and 
Jordan Staal, Vincent Trocheck and Brett Pesce also scored. 

Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour made clear he wasn’t 
happy his Hurricanes were called for seven penalties for a 
second straight game. It could’ve been eight, but officials 
didn’t call them for delay of game when the puck went over 
the glass in the first overtime. Nashville finished with three 
penalties. 

“We’re also fighting refs, that’s plain and simple,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

He also didn’t like the hooking penalty on Max LaJoie in the 
second overtime at 11:40, saying it flipped the momentum. 
Nashville’s Eeli Tolvanen hit the post 38 seconds into that 
power play. 

“They scored the next shift after because we were out of 
rotation,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s not how it should go. I 
didn’t tell them that, but I’m proud of my group because they 
just battled.” 

Asked about Brind’Amour’s comments, Nashville coach John 
Hynes said, “I’m just focused on our team.” 

Johansen put Nashville up 4-3 at 5:01 of the third, redirecting 
a shot by Ellis. But Pesce tied it with 3:21 left in regulation 
with a snap shot near the high slot.  
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Nashville had its biggest crowd in well over a year with 
capacity expanded to 12,135 for the playoffs, a move quickly 
followed by Carolina easing its restrictions for Game 1. Keith 
Urban sang the national anthem, and he and wife/actor 
Nicole Kidman were on the band stage during the first 
intermission.  

Ellis’ wrister from the right boards through traffic put the 
Predators up 1-0 at 4:35 of the first period. It was Ellis’ first of 
this series but the seventh of his career, trailing only Shea 
Weber (13) and current captain Josi (10) for most among 
Predators defensemen.  

Aho tied it up with his third goal of the series at 15:44. Aho 
shot the puck, which went off Josi’s backside and off Saros’ 
glove in the kind of luck the Preds didn’t need to go against 
them.  

The Predators went up 2-1 when Mattias Ekholm flipped the 
puck that Forsberg tracked down in the left circle before 
beating Alex Nedeljkovic with a backhander with 24.5 
seconds left in the first. 

Staal tied it at 3:31 with his third goal this series on a 
breakaway, beating Saros with a wrister. Trocheck gave the 
Hurricanes their first lead of the game 13 seconds into their 
second power play of the second period with a wrister from a 
tough angle, squeezing the puck between the post and 
Saros at 12:46 for a 3-2 lead.  

POWER OUTAGE 

Nashville is 1 of 17 in the series on the man advantage. 
Coach John Hynes switched up his players on the power-
play unit, and the Predators got their best chance of the 
series with 90 seconds of a 5-on-3 at 14:05 of the second.  

Warren Foegele already was in the box for putting the puck 
over the glass when Staal joined him for tripping at 14:05. 
Granlund tied it 37 seconds later, tapping the puck in with 
Nedeljkovic flat on his back. 

Carolina had killed 29 of its last 30 penalties over the final 
eight regular-season games and the first two of this series.

 

 

 
Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour rips officiating: 'It's not right' 

By Greg Wyshynski 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said his team is 
battling two opponents: The Nashville Predators, who 
defeated them in double-overtime in Game 3 of their series 
on Friday night, and the referees he believes are assisting 
them. 

"We played our butts off. We played great, we played hard, 
we're playing a great team. We're in a battle. Nashville's a 
phenomenal team. But we're also fighting the refs. That's 
plain and simple," he said. "You can't tell me two games in a 
row, they get seven or eight [power plays] and [we] get 
three? When the game is this even? It's not right." 

The Predators have received 14 power plays in the past two 
games, while the Hurricanes have received six. In Game 3, 
Nashville had seven power plays to Carolina's three. 

Nashville scored its first power-play goal of the playoffs in 
Game 3. Carolina's Max Lajoie was the only player whistled 
for a penalty after regulation, getting a hooking call at 11:40 
of the second overtime. The Predators' Matt Duchene scored 
at 14:54 of double-overtime to give Nashville a 5-4 win and 
cut the Hurricanes' series lead to 2-1. 

"I give my guys tons of credit for playing their butts off. They 
had a good chance to win," Brind'Amour said, before shaking 
his head. "[It's] not right. Two overtimes? A knick-knack 
penalty, when there was stuff going on all over and they 
score the next shift because we're out of rotation? That's not 
how it should go." 

Game 4 is scheduled for Sunday afternoon.
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Canes lose hard-fought, lopsided battle in Nashville  

The Carolina Hurricanes fell to the Nashville Predators 5-4 in 
double overtime, but still control a 2-1 series lead. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes battled hard, but just couldn’t edge 
out the Nashville Predators, who clawed their way to a 5-4 
double overtime victory Friday night at Bridgestone Arena. 

The Hurricanes were not only in a battle with the Preds, but 
were also fighting the on-ice officials as once again Nashville 
was awarded seven power plays including a 5-on-3 and one 
during the second overtime period. 

It’s a concerning trend for while the Hurricanes still lead the 
series 2-1, the constant penalty calls have prevented the 
team from being able to play their game effectively.  

But the word of the game was eventuality.  

Eventually, the two dependable offensive forces in this 
series, Sebastian Aho and Jordan Staal, would score as 
each picked up their third goals of the series pulling the 
Hurricanes back into the game every time the Predators took 
a lead. 

Aho’s toss to the net found a Nashville stick and bounced up 
and over Juuse Saros to answer the Predator’s early tally. 

And it was Staal with the wheels as he got in alone on a 
breakaway and wasted no time on anything fancy simply 
shooting it past Saros early into the second to keep the 
Canes from losing any momentum after the team allowed a 
very late go-ahead goal to the Predators in the first. 

Eventually, Vincent Trocheck was going to get a goal. He 
had been robbed by Saros four or five times already in just 

the first two games of the series, but his snipe from an 
impossible angle was a thing of beauty. 

Eventually, the Hurricanes’ penalty kill was going to concede 
a goal against. It only took Nashville 13 attempts, a 5-on-3, 
completely new units and a puck barely squeezing away 
from Nedeljkovic and lying right on the goal line for a tap-in, 
but hey they got one. 

And eventually Nashville was going to win a game even 
despite a bit of Brett Pesce magic to send it to overtime.  

A sweep in the NHL playoffs is a very rare occurrence and it 
wasn’t likely going to happen, especially with the Hurricanes 
missing their top defenseman in Jaccob Slavin.  

The Predators were also the more desperate team. They 
needed a win badly to have any kind of chance in the series 
and the Canes were being outworked for the majority of the 
game. They especially weren’t doing themselves any favors 
with the constant parade to the penalty box. 

The penalties were penalties. That’s true. But the main 
problem has been the inconsistency with which the NHL 
officials have been calling the games, especially in Games 2 
and 3.  

The momentum swings have been huge and while Carolina 
has not allowed them to sway a game too much one way, 
they can’t get their own game going and it allows Nashville to 
actually be able to hang around and take a game. 

The Canes just need to rest and be ready for Game 4 as it 
will be a short turnaround time with an afternoon matchup 
starting at 2:30 on Sunday still in Nashville.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 22, 2021 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Staal, and Pesce talk after game three loss to Predators 

Brind’Amour didn’t mince words on the apparent disparity in 
penalties called through the first three games of Carolina and 
Nashville’s first-round series. 

By Brett Finger and Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes fell to the Nashville Predators 5-4 in 
double overtime of Game 3 in Bridgestone Arena Friday 
night. 

It was an uphill battle for the Canes who had to overcome 
three Nashville leads and fight not only the Predators but the 
officials as well as the team once again was in constant flux 
in and out of the penalty box. 

After the game, head coach Rod Brind’Amour as well as 
Jordan Staal and Brett Pesce spoke to the media via Zoom. 
Here’s what they had to say. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the message he sends to the team after that game: We 
played our butts off. Played great. Played hard. We’re 
playing a great team. I didn’t say it, but we’re in a battle. Like 
I said, Nashville is a phenomenal team, but we’re also 
fighting the refs. Plain and simple. You can’t tell me two 
games in a row we get seven, eight penalties and they get 
three. And when the game’s this even? That’s not right. 
That’s not right. I give my guys tons of credit for just sticking 
with it and going and playing their butts off and having a 
good chance to win. We still had a chance to win coming 
back. It wasn’t right. Two overtimes and a knick-knack 
penalty when there was stuff going on all over the ice? It just 
flipped the momentum and they scored on the next shift after 
because we were out of rotation. That’s not how it should go. 
I didn’t tell them that, but I’m proud of my group because 
they just battled.  

On Brett Pesce: He’s been phenomenal. Especially now with 
that huge hole back there with Jaccob not playing. I mean it’s 
obvious. He’s having to pick up the minutes and Skjei and all 
those guys back there too. We’re putting some kids in 
situations they probably wouldn’t be in because of the injury, 
but he’s just been phenomenal. He’s been like that from day 
one. It’s just now in a situation like this it just gets magnified 
and you get to see it that much more. 

On anticipating any lineup changes with the minutes played 
tonight and the short turnaround for Game 4: I don’t know 
about Jaccob. Obviously hope so, but we’ll know at game 
time on that one. As far as changes to the lineup, I don’t 
know. We’ve got to look at it and decide. Everybody played 
their asses off tonight. Only way we’d take [Nedeljkovic] out 
is if he got overworked. That’d be the only reason. 

On Alex Nedeljkovic: He was awesome. He played a 
phenomenal game. With all the power plays they had and all 
the stress, like with all the shots. He was just very on it I 
thought. He just battled and I can’t say enough about him. 
Kept us in the game and especially early when we weren’t 
great. We were on our heels a little and then he made some 
huge saves to just give us a chance to maybe win that one. 

On Maxime Lajoie: He did great. Didn’t look out of place. In 
the first couple of shifts there he had a couple of chances to 
score right away. Ripped one right off the goalie's head. So 
he looked great. Again, that’s a tough spot to throw him in, 
but I thought he was good.  

Jordan Staal 

On dealing with the tension of it being a one-goal game all 
night: It’s playoff hockey. It was a grind of a game. They’re 
gonna be tight. That’s what you wanna play. I thought the 
boys battled hard. We were on the wrong side of this one, 
but we’re going to come back with a better effort next game. 

On the penalty disparity between the two teams through 
three games: No comment on that one. 

On Brett Pesce’s impact on and off the ice: The guy’s been 
an absolute animal. All year, really. With a big guy out, man 
has he stepped up and played well. He’s done everything. 
Another great game by him. He battled hard and you gotta 
love it. He’s awesome. He’s going to keep leading our group 
back there and we’ll find a way to get a win. 

On coming back with shorter rest with it being an afternoon 
game: We’re playing against the same team. They played 
the same minutes that we did. I think our group is going to 
rebound with a better effort, no matter how long there is 
between the games. 

On what the intermissions between overtimes were like: I 
was getting stitches, so I was out of there for a little bit. 
You’re just getting calories in you, getting fluids. Just talking 
about what we want to do out there and how we want to play. 
I thought the boys battled hard. It could’ve gotten either way 
in overtime. I thought we had some great chances as well. 
It’s onto the next shift and the next play, and we’re going to 
go from there. 

On Max Lajoie: The kid played really well. He skated well 
and made the right decisions when he had the puck. He 
played steady, and that’s what you want from him coming in. 
He showed some great poise and good skating ability. He 
looked like a really good NHL player out there. 

Brett Pesce 

On playing 39 minutes in a game and the hardships of how it 
finished: It’s tough. I thought we worked really hard. We had 
a ton of chances to finish that game. I’ve been on this side of 
it, the last double OT went in our favor. It’s not a good 
feeling, but every team goes through adversity. It’s a long 
playoff run and I think this is going to make us stronger. 

On having so many penalty kills and having to play so many 
minutes because of it: I don’t mind playing that much. 
Obviously, 39 is a lot, but you don’t really think of how many 
minutes you play. You’re just so into the game and you get 
into a rhythm. It’s more mental when you get to that. Roddy 
always says don’t take a breath. Unfortunately, they got a 
bounce. It happens. It just is what it is.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251582913.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251591163.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251534258.html 

https://theathletic.com/2605765/2021/05/22/rexrode-predators-ask-less-of-matt-duchene-and-ryan-johansen-and-get-more/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/05/hurricanes-assistant-daniels-a-symbol-of-southern-market-success/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/05/hurricanes-lose-in-2ot-in-nashville-brindamour-thrashes-refs/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/game-3-recap-canes-fall-to-preds-in-double-overtime/c-324902492 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-game-3-recap/c-324664192 
https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-matt-duchene-hockey-nhl-befffe14327f17e75de5a3320e7c2374 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/31487002/carolina-hurricanes-coach-rod-brindamour-rips-officiating-not-right 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/22/22448594/carolina-hurricanes-lose-hard-fought-lopsided-battle-in-nashville-staal-aho-trocheck-pesce 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/22/22448579/they-said-it-rod-brindamour-jordan-staal-brett-pesce-talk-after-game-three-loss-hurricanes-

predators 
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The Canes are in for a fight in their playoff series, and not only with the 
Predators 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

MAY 22, 2021 12:20 AM,  

 

Jake Bean smashed his stick across the crossbar in anger. For almost 95 
minutes Friday night, the Carolina Hurricanes and Nashville Predators 
had been separated by the finest of margins, and the game was decided 
by an even smaller one. 

Bean had a chance to knock a lofted puck down, or at least body Matt 
Duchene away from the net. But he swung and missed at the puck, and 
Duchene took the opportunity to gather it, move past Bean and flip the 
puck over a lunging Alex Nedeljkovic. 

With that, the Hurricanes no longer had a chance to break the Predators’ 
spirit and take a 3-0 lead. They’re in for a fight now. 

And if you listen to their coach, they already were in a fight: With the 
officiating. 

The first two games of the series had been closer than the scorelines or 
the results indicated. With this 5-4 loss deep in the second overtime in a 
game that truly could have gone either way, now the series is that close 
as well. It’s 2-1, with Game 4 looming a mere 39 hours after end of the 
third-longest game in franchise history. 

“It could have gone either way in that overtime,” Hurricanes captain 
Jordan Staal said. “I thought we had a lot of good chances as well. It’s 
next game, next shift, next play and we’re going to go from there.” 

Given those circumstances, the power-play disparity stands out like a 
neon sign on Nashville’s Broadway. The Predators have had 17 power 
plays to the Hurricanes’ 10, and that disparity would be more noticeable if 

the Hurricanes’ penalty-kill wasn’t so comprehensively competent. They 
have killed all but one in the series, and the one the Predators actually 
converted was a two-man advantage Friday night. 

The Predators had seven power plays again Friday, including one in the 
second overtime that led indirectly to the winning goal. The teams were 
short-handed at almost exactly the same rate during the regular season, 
but for whatever reason, it’s been anything but even in this series. 

Rod Brind’Amour, who was fined $25,000 last August for calling the NHL 
a “joke” and a Boston Bruins goal that was allowed to stand a “crime 
scene,” was simmering after Game 2, but boiled over after the agonizing 
finish to Game 3. 

“We played our butts off,” Brind’Amour said. “We played great. We 
played hard. We’re playing a great team. I didn’t say it (to the team) but 
we’re in a battle. Nashville’s a phenomenal team but we’re also fighting 
the refs, plain and simple. You can’t tell me two games in a row, we get 
seven, eight penalties and they get three when the game’s this even? 
That’s not right. It’s not right. 

Nashville Predators right wing Eeli Tolvanen (28) collides with Carolina 
Hurricanes defenseman Jani Hakanpaa (58) in front of the net during the 
second period in Game 3 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round 
playoff series Friday, May 21, 2021, in Nashville, TN. Mark Humphrey AP 

“I give my guys tons of credit for sticking and going and playing their 
butts off. We still had a chance to win, coming back. It’s not right. Two 
overtimes, a knick-knack penalty when there’s stuff going on all over? 
Just flipped the momentum and they score the next shift after because 
we’re out of rotation. That’s not how it should go.” 

Brind’Amour’s fine during the Hurricanes’ last playoff series carried with it 
a threat of another $25,000 “in the event of similar inappropriate 
behavior” over the next year. It will be interesting to see whether the NHL 
thinks his comments Friday night fit that description. 

Whether Brind’Amour has to dip into his pocket or not, whether he’s right 
or not, the raw numbers behind his point are increasingly impossible to 
ignore. The old deliberate technical foul gambit can’t hurt here. Ah, the 
classics never go out of style. 
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But he’s right to be concerned, even if there’s a risk his players let it get 
into their heads: This series has been so painstakingly close on the ice, 
so hard-fought between two equally engaged teams, the penalty disparity 
is glaringly obvious as a massive outlier. 

For all but 12 minutes and change of the first two games, the teams were 
separated by a goal or less, and that was true for all of Game 3. The 
Predators led three times in regulation, the Hurricanes once, and none of 
those leads was safe. 

Multiple overtimes were probably vaguely inevitable at that point. It was 
that kind of game, that kind of night. 

It’s now officially that kind of series. 
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Here’s how the Predators climbed back into the series against the 
Hurricanes in 2OT 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 21, 2021 06:29 PM,  

 

Nashville Predators coach John Hynes had a simple game plan Friday: 
“Knock the door down.” 

That is, win a game. Find a way to beat the Carolina Hurricanes in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. Get back in the series. 

The Preds did that, but it took a while. 

Playing before a home crowd of 12,135 at Bridgestone Arena, Nashville 
emerged with a 5-4 victory in double overtime after dropping the first two 
games of the series in Raleigh. 

“It was nice that we found a way to win and get ourselves back into the 
series here,” Hynes said. 

Matt Duchene had the winning goal, getting past defenseman Jake Bean 
for the shot at 14:54 of the second OT, and the Preds then staged their 
own postgame celebration at center ice. 

Canes head coach Rod Brind’Amour was happy with his team’s effort, 
just not the result — nor the officiating. 

“We played our butts off, played great, played hard,” Brind’Amour said. 
“We’re playing a great team, and to me, we’re in a battle. Nashville’s a 
great team, but we’re also fighting the refs. That’s plain and simple. You 
can’t tell me, two games in a row, we get seven, eight penalties and they 
get three? When the game’s this even? That’s ... that’s not right.” 

Carolina is now 16-of-17 on the penalty kill over three games, allowing 
just one 3-on-5 goal in Game 3 Friday. The Hurricanes have been 
shorthanded seven times in each of the past two games. 

HOW IT GOT TO OVERTIME 

Canes defenseman Brett Pesce tied it 4-4 with a snipe of a shot with 3:21 
left in regulation — his first career playoff strike. Pesce nearly scored on 
a shot that goalie Juuse Saros barely kept out of the net, then took a 
pass from Teuvo Teravainen and unloaded again from the top of the left 
circle. 

“(Pesce) has been an absolute animal all year,” Canes captain Jordan 
Staal said. “With the big guy out, man has he stepped up and played 
well. Another great game by him.“ 

Canes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, starting for the third straight game, made 
a big stop on a Colton Sissons shot with 42 seconds left in regulation. 

The Preds had taken a 4-3 lead on Ryan Johansen’s goal at 5:01 of the 
third period. Nashville tied the score 3-3 on Mikael Granlund’s 5-on-3 
power-play goal at 14:42 of the second period — the first power-play goal 
Carolina has allowed in the series. 

The Canes again played without injured defenseman Jaccob Slavin, 
giving Max Lajoie his first start with Carolina. They also played a strong, 
sound road game in a super-charged atmosphere. 

Sebastian Aho had a goal and two assists for the Canes, the Central 
Division champions. Jordan Staal and Vincent Trocheck scored in the 
second period, Trocheck on a power play. 

Carolina Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho (20) is congratulated by 
Andrei Svechnikov (37) after Aho scored a goal against the Nashville 
Predators during the first period in Game 3 of an NHL hockey Stanley 
Cup first-round playoff series Friday, May 21, 2021, in Nashville, TN. 
Mark Humphrey AP 

Defenseman Ryan Ellis had a goal and assist for the Preds, who finished 
fourth in the Central. 

The Canes trailed 2-1 after the first period — the Preds’ Filip Forsberg 
scoring with 24.5 seconds left — but took the lead in the second. Jordan 
Staal scored on a breakaway to tie it, and Vincent Trocheck’s power-play 
score, his first career playoff goal, on a tight-angled shot had the Canes 
in the lead. 

“That’s playoff hockey,” Staal said. “It was a grind of a game. That’s what 
you want to play. I thought the boys battled hard. We came out on the 
wrong side of this one, but we’re going to come back with an even better 
effort next game.” 

Nedeljkovic stopped Erik Haula on a shorthanded breakaway when it 
was 2-2. But Granlund knocked in a loose puck on the 5-on-3, and 
Johansen scored on a deflection of an Ellis shot after the Canes iced the 
puck and the Preds then won a faceoff in the Canes zone. 

Preds goalie Juuse Saros had Aho score against him in the first on a 
shot that deflected off Preds defenseman Roman Josi. Staal beat Saros 
with a forehand and Trocheck with a ridiculously tough shot to Saros’ 
right, the puck barely squeezing past Saros’ head. 

There’s not much turnaround time. Game 4 will have a 2:30 p.m. ET start 
Sunday. 

“We’re playing against the same team, and they’ve played the same 
amount of minutes that we did, so it is what it is. I think our group is going 
to rebound,” Staal said. 

THEY KNEW WHAT WAS COMING 

The Hurricanes knew what to expect: an all-out war. 

The Predators were combative and physical while losing the first two 
games of the first-round playoff series in PNC Arena At home at 
Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, being urged on by a large home crowd, 
they were amped up even higher. 

The Preds were desperate and determined. 

“If you’re not bringing intensity. maybe you shouldn’t be out there,” Preds 
defenseman Matt Benning said Friday after the morning skate. 

Those weren’t fighting words, but Benning was in a fight with the Canes’ 
Jordan Martinook in Game 2. Asked Friday about the scuffle with 
Martinook and the punches thrown, he said, “It’s the playoffs.” 

NO SLAVIN AGAIN 

The Canes were again without defenseman Jaccob Slavin, who missed 
Game 2 with a lower-body injury that has been nagging him. Max Lajoie 
drew into the lineup and made his Hurricanes debut. 

“It’s definitely a hole in our lineup, and we all have to as a team try to play 
better to fill that,” defenseman Dougie Hamilton said Friday of Slavin’s 
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situation, which apparently will be an ongoing concern for Carolina in the 
playoffs. 

PLENTY OF HITS 

The PNC Arena stat crew had the Canes and Preds combining for 198 
hits in the first two games. Friday at Bridgestone? Only 65. But they were 
hard. 

“The discipline part is where you’ve got to be careful,” Brind’Amour said. 
“You just can’t get caught in they give you a shot and you give one back, 
because you don’t know how it’s going to get called. You’ve got to take 
that out of it. That’s where it gets hard because guys are so emotional.” 

The Canes were 6-for-7 in Game 3 on the penalty kill, 7-for-7 in Game 2 
and they are 16-for-17 in the series and have generated a number of 
shorthanded chances. They also scored on the power play in Game 2 
and have had the edge in special teams. 
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An original Predator, Hurricanes assistant coach Jeff Daniels has 
watched two markets blossom 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

MAY 21, 2021 01:39 PM,  

 

Jeff Daniels was there at the creation, an original Nashville Predator 
during that team’s inaugural season in 1998-99. Daniels was also an 
original Carolina Hurricane, moving with the team from Hartford in 1997. 
Needless to say, he’s been a witness to the massive growth of two 
markets not originally thought to be hockey-friendly. 

“It was a newer market. People were learning when to cheer, when not to 
cheer, no different from Raleigh,” Daniels said. “But now people are true 
hockey fans.” 

As the series moves to Bridgestone Arena for Game 3, some of the 
trappings used to drum up interest during that initial Predators season 
live on, for better or worse, from the inane “fang fingers” when the 
Predators go on the power play to the bands that play during 
intermissions. But there’s no question that just as Raleigh grew into a 
hockey market — with the 2002 run to the Stanley Cup finals serving as 
an unlikely catalyst — Nashville has as well. 

“I had a cup of coffee in Florida, too, and just to see the growth down in 
Florida and these newer, not newer now, but these southern markets 
where people didn’t think hockey would work,” Daniels said. “Sure 
enough, you’re seeing that now. Especially in Raleigh, you’re seeing 
youth hockey take off and a big reason why is the Hurricanes, the kids 
growing up with a team to watch, a team to cheer for. You’re seeing kids 
now, boys and girls, going to college on scholarships, getting drafted.” 

The Predators went a long time without much success to speak of, going 
13 years before winning a playoff series, but by the time they made the 
Stanley Cup finals in 2017 — coached by Peter Laviolette, who had 
Daniels on his staff when the Hurricanes won the Stanley Cup in 2006 — 
there were tens of thousands of people gathering in a public park outside 
the arena to watch the games on a big screen, not to mention a long line 
of country-music star celebrity fans. The 12,000 fans in Bridgestone on 
Friday will be just as loud and rowdy as the 12,000 in PNC Arena were 
for Games 1 and 2. 

“Nashville’s been here how many years? A long time. And they’ve had 
success,’ Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “You’ve got to have 
success. You’ve got to give people something to be excited about to 

come watch your team and they’ve done that and so have we. It’s great 
to see.” 

Daniels played only nine games with the Predators in 1998-99 after they 
took him from the Hurricanes in the expansion draft, and he spent most 
of the season in the AHL. In retrospect, it’s amazing an expansion team 
wouldn’t find a spot for a leader like Daniels, a hard-working if limited 
fourth-line forward but a consummate glue guy in the dressing room. The 
Hurricanes saw his value: They brought him back the next season and 
he played 260 NHL games over the next four seasons before he retired 
and months later joined Laviolette’s new staff when Paul Maurice was 
fired. 

“When you go out and have good shifts and you’re rumbling around and 
making some energy down low, he really appreciates that,” Hurricanes 
fourth-line forward Steven Lorentz said. “I never really got to watch him 
play but I can guess at the kind of style he played with, that kind of 
bulldog mentality back then.” 

The feeling, Daniels said, is mutual: “I can relate to those guys and have 
a special place for those guys, because that’s the kind of player I was.” 

Daniels has been with the Hurricanes in some capacity ever since: seven 
years as an assistant coach to Laviolette and Brind’Amour, seven years 
as an AHL coach in Albany and Charlotte and three years as a pro scout. 
(Brock McGinn is the only player left in the organization from Daniels’ last 
Checkers team, in 2014-15.) 

LORENTZ’S ROOKIE MOMENT 

Lorentz had an assist in his playoff debut in Game 1, but that wasn’t what 
the 25-year-old rookie will remember from his first postseason 
experience. From seeing fans tailgating to walking out of the tunnel to be 
greeted by a loud crowd for the first time in his Hurricanes career, 
Lorentz has been soaking it all in. 

“Standing out during the national anthem, I was able to start that Game 
1, just looking around seeing all the people,” Lorentz said. “And then 
when Adam (Lee Decker), the singer, said ‘rockets’ red glare’ and 
everybody screamed it, it was like, wow, OK, this is what it’s like. 

“Then when he finished and you step off the blue line and put your 
helmet back on, you see people going absolutely nuts and it’s like OK, I 
don’t have to worry about anything here and emotion’s just going to take 
over and be there. The first five minutes of that, from running out of that 
tunnel to the very first shift, to getting my first point, that was all so 
special. Those are moments I’ll never forget.” 

Lorentz has also had an impact on the series, getting under the 
Predators’ skin in Game 1 as part of an energetic performance by the 
fourth line of Lorentz, Jordan Martinook and McGinn that helped set the 
tone for the series. That’ll be even more important as the series moves to 
Nashville and the Predators benefit from having their crowd behind them. 

“The hitting, everybody’s finishing checks and you really want to make 
sure you’re trying to wear down the opponent,” Lorentz said. “That’s why 
playoffs are so gut-wrenching and long, because guys make those extra 
efforts and finish their checks, and it wears the body down a little more. 
But it’s all worth it in the end.” 

NOT EXPECTING SLAVIN 

Jaccob Slavin did not participate in the Hurricanes’ pregame skate 
Friday. Brind’Amour said Maxime Lajoie, who spent the entire season 
with Chicago (AHL), would play if Slavin cannot. 

“I don’t think he did anything in Game 1,” Brind’Amour said. “I just don’t 
think he’s 100 percent.” 

Lajoie, who had 21 points in 27 games for the Wolves, would presumably 
replace Jake Gardiner, who played only 9:07 on Wednesday. Alex 
Nedeljkovic is expected to make his third straight start in net. 

“No changes other than (Slavin’s) availability there,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Other than that, it’ll be the same.” 
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‘Big Rig’ steps up to post-COVID challenge as the face of the Hurricanes’ 
TV franchise 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 21, 2021 10:43 AM,  

 

Mike Maniscalco and Tripp Tracy will be standing high above the ice 
Friday night, flanked by television monitors, mic’d up, amped up, ready to 
broadcast more Stanley Cup playoff hockey as the Carolina Hurricanes 
face the Nashville Predators. 

The rub: Game 3 in the first-round series will be played at Bridgestone 
Arena in Nashville, Tennessee. Maniscalco and Tracy will call it for Bally 
Sports from PNC Arena in Raleigh. 

Nothing new, of course. The Canes’ TV crew has not traveled for away 
games this season. They were not in the NHL’s Toronto bubble last 
August for the Canes’ postseason play and will stay in Raleigh for all of 
the Bally Sports TV coverage of the opening round this year. Call it a sign 
of the times. 

“I think the future of broadcasting is going to look very different coming 
out of the pandemic,” Maniscalco said in an interview this season, his 
first as the Canes’ play-by-play announcer. 

Studio work and calls off monitors became the norm as the world 
hunkered down in 2020 and into this year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. It was a necessary move made for personal health and safety. 
It also was a financial move made to help save costs. 

For 25 years, John Forslund was the TV face of the franchise, first with 
the Hartford Whalers and then the Hurricanes after the team’s move to 
North Carolina in 1997. He was an indelible part of the Hurricanes brand, 
his voice and calls ingrained in Hurricanes fandom. 

“That’s hockey, baby!” and “Hey, hey, whadaya say!” were Forslund 
staples, and his game preparation and presentation were meticulous. 

COVID-19 changed everything. Unable to come to contract terms with 
the Hurricanes by the end of June 2020, Forslund left. It was an 
emotional breakup. Forslund and Tracy, the Canes’ TV analyst and color 
commentator, had worked together for 21 years. 

HOSTING CANES’ PREGAME SHOW WITH SHANE WILLIS 

Maniscalco had been the host of the Canes’ pregame show with Shane 
Willis and the rink-side reporter during games. He was well-known to 
Canes fans — the “Big Rig’” — and well-liked. He wasn’t like a newbie 
quickly hired and brought in to take over the play-by-play in Toronto for 
last season’s postseason qualifier against the New York Rangers and 
then the first-round playoff series against the Boston Bruins. 

“I’d called games before, so it’s not like I’d never done this and got 
thrown into it,” Maniscalco said. “Some of the most fun I’ve had in 
broadcasting was with Shane on the pregame shows, on the desk. Now, 
this is the most fun I’ve ever had.” 

Maniscalco said he did not feel as if he was auditioning for the Canes’ 
full-time play-by-play job in Toronto. He likened it more like former Dallas 
Cowboys quarterback Danny White. One day White was the backup QB 
for Roger Staubach and then he was named the starter when Staubach 
retired. You run with it. 

“The bubble games showed he was capable of doing the job,” Tracy said 
in an interview. “I had done games with him on radio and TV is different, 

but I think those games in Toronto were important for our fan base 
because they got to see Mike call some very special moments.” 

When Sebastian Aho made a sick move to score against the Rangers, 
Maniscalco quickly said, “What sorcery was that?” The Aho move and 
Maniscalco’s quick and apt reaction made a lot of NHL highlight 
packages. 

“Mike was going to get some more rope in an impossible situation from 
our fan base because our fans recognize how genuine he is and they 
have a connection with him and they were going to want to see him 
succeed,” Tracy said. 

Maniscalco said Canes owner Tom Dundon and Don Waddell, the 
president and general manager, have been supportive. No micro-
managing or second-guessing calls. 

“I’m like an offensive lineman. If no one is saying my name then I’m doing 
my job,” Maniscalco said, smiling. “Tom has been great. Don Waddell 
has been great.” 

TRIPP TRACY TRANSITIONS FROM JOHN FORSLUND TO MIKE 
MANISCALCO 

Forslund, who works for the NBC Sports Network, has been hired to be 
the new TV voice of the expansion Seattle Kraken. He, too, is supportive 
of the work Maniscalco has done this season. 

“I think he’s done a good job,” Forslund said in an interview this season. 
“I think for him it’s just a matter of refining every day, no different from 
what I do. You try to be perfect and you find it’s impossible to be perfect. 

“I think he moved in there, integrated into that role, continued to work at it 
and had the commitment to improve every day. The good part is they 
have a great team. And because they have a great team it’s in some 
ways easier because everything is good, everything is positive.” 

Tracy has continued to be Tracy. The former college and pro goalie, a 
good friend of many of the players, has used those past relationships to 
gain information for his many yarns during games. He works the phone 
constantly each day. He has become a social media beast, using his 
podcast to line up a variety of guests including Wayne Gretzky. 

“It’s obviously going to be transition when you work for 20 years with 
John like I did and enjoy the memories and know each other so well on 
and off air,” Tracy said. “I almost didn’t have to look at him, we knew 
each other well. 

“I could not let the disappointment of John leaving prevent me from trying 
to do my part for Mike, who was following a legend, and Mike has done a 
really, really nice job in a challenging circumstance, not only doing it for 
the first time but also in replacing a person of John Forslund’s caliber. 
I’ve tried to not change, just do my job and do all I can to help a guy and 
friend we all wanted to see shine in his opportunity.” 

Tracy continues to offer his blend of timely hockey analysis and his 
humorous form of Hurricanes genealogy — “Sir Walter Raleigh, as we 
know, was a huge Caniac!” He sometimes gets caught up in harping on 
calls made on the ice by the referees but it comes across more as a 
defense of the Canes player being penalized than personal criticism of 
the ref. 

‘IT’S ABOUT THE PLAYERS ON THE ICE’ 

Forslund had a way of intoning “They SCORE!” after a Hurricanes goal, 
using his baritone best. Maniscalco at times will hit too high a note after a 
Carolina goal as he excitedly raises his voice. 

“It’s nothing that I do intentionally but my voice can go high and 
sometimes a little too high,” he said. “You don’t want to be screechy at 
all.” 

Maniscalco says he has no go-to phrases, although he has used “All right 
Hamilton!” after some of defenseman Dougie Hamilton’s goals this 
season. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 22, 2021 

 

After Canes forward Brock McGinn tied the score in a game against 
Columbus with a well-executed goal off the rush, Maniscalco said, “Tic-
tac-tie.” To which Tracy said, “Oh, boy you’re on your game today, 
partner!” 

Maniscalco said he later got a text from Bob McGinn, Brock’s father, 
asking how long he had been thinking about using the line. The answer: 
about a second. 

“I don’t want to be cute and it’s not about me,” Maniscalco said. “It’s 
about the players on the ice and the game.” 

WHAT IF THE TV FEED GOES DEAD? 

There are challenges in this new age of monitor-called road games, 
relying on the home team’s TV feeds. You can’t always see what’s 
happening behind a play. A player might slip off the bench for medical 
treatment and that might be missed. The coach might explode at a ref. 

And what if the TV feeds go dead and the screen goes blank? 
Maniscalco said that happened one time, adding, “It may only last a few 
seconds but can feel like an eternity.” 

It helps that the TV crew working the truck remains the same and can 
help through any rough patches. Jim Mallia, a former hockey player, is 
the producer and Paul “Chopper” Hemming the director. Graphics 
producer Dean Meglio and EVS replay operator Tracy Cook have been 
on the crew for several years. 

“They have made life so much easier for me,” Maniscalco said. 

The pregame and postgame shows, anchored by Abby Labar and Willis, 
nicely complement the Bally broadcast package. 

The Canes TV broadcast team will handle only the first round of the 
playoffs. Beyond that, if the Canes advance there are plans for a post-
game wrap-up show. 

Executive producer James Shapiro said he is “really pleased” with the 
way things have gone in an abnormal season. 

“We love Mike, and his relationship with the team has made this 
transition work well for him,” Shapiro said in an interview. “He is 
incredibly familiar with our team and does a great job in transmitting that 
to the audience and transmitting a sense of excitement to the audience. 

“Calling games off monitors, Mike and Tripp have done a great job 
dealing with that. It can be tough to adjust to that but there are times 
when you watch and unless they tell you, you don’t know they’re not on 
the road with the team. That’s a big compliment to Mike and Tripp.” 
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Nashville Predators' Matt Duchene, Ryan Johansen come up big in 
Game 3 after losing power-play duties 

 

Paul Skrbina 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

Matt Duchene has drawn his fair share of ire since joining the Nashville 
Predators as an $8 million-a-year free agent before the 2019-20 season. 

Ryan Johansen, who receives the same paycheck as Johansen and has 
drawn similar criticism for his lack of production the last two seasons, has 
too. 

Both, considered "big-time"  players within the organization, were 
stripped of their power-play duties Friday night in Game 3 of their team's 
first-round playoff series against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Both, who have "big-time" expectations attached to their paychecks, 
finally came up big in a "big-time" game for the Predators, much to the 
delight of head coach John Hynes, the man who makes the ultimate 
playing time decisions. 

Duchene scored the winning goal with 5 minutes, 6 seconds left in a 5-4 
victory in what was the third-longest game in franchise history.  

The goal breathed some life into what was considered a dead season 
two months ago, and what could have become a hopeless series had the 
Hurricanes scored in either overtime, considering only four teams in 
league history have overcome 0-3 deficits. 

"That's the step-up we need," said forward Filip Forsberg, who scored a 
goal Friday in front of a crowd of more than 12,000 — the largest in the 
NHL playoffs this season — which included former Titans running back 
and new Tennessee State coach  Eddie George and Grammy Award-
winning artist Keith Urban, who sang the national anthem and had 
actress wife Nicole Kidman at his side.  

"Take the good vibes and move forward," Duchene said.  

Johansen's goal with 14:59 left in the third gave the Preds some good 
vibes and a short-lived lead — and him a shot of confidence.  

Both players handled the news of their new roles professionally, Hynes 
said.  

"Those guys had a good response tonight," Hynes said. "Part of being a 
team and winning is you have to accept the role you're in. They played 
with a little chip on their shoulder. They found a way on the scoreboard. 
That's what you need; that's what being a team is all about." 

"I'm a power-play guy," said Duchene, who had six goals and seven 
assists in 34 regular-season games this year. "Have been my whole 
career. It's tough to stay in the game, but at the end of the day you cheer 
on your teammates and be a good teammate. I just tried to draw as many 
penalties as I could; I guess that was my mentality." 

It paid off Friday night. But it also furthered the pressure for Sunday 
afternoon, when the Predators face the Hurricanes in Game 4 at 
Bridgestone with a chance to even the series at 2-2. 

The Predators will no doubt need the forwards to perform going forward if 
they are to have a chance against the Central Division champs. 

"I have no idea what the plan is going forward," Duchene said of his role. 
"That's a question for Coach (Hynes)." 

The answer seems pretty simple, just like Hynes said the other day: Big-
time players such as these two, will need to continue to play like it in big-
time games. 

Predators goalie Juuse Saros, who has been the biggest player in gold 
the last couple of months, tied Dan Ellis' franchise playoff record with 52 
saves and set a personal mark in the process. 

He'll need help from the Duchenes and Johansens if the Predators' 
hopes of surviving are realistic. 
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Carolina Hurricanes coach sounds off after Nashville Predators take 
Game 3: 'We're fighting the refs' 

 

Chris Thomas 

Nashville Tennessean 
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Credit the refs for the Nashville Predators' thrilling, 5-4, double-overtime 
victory over the Carolina Hurricanes on Friday night at Bridgestone 
Arena.  

That's how Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour sees it, anyway.  

Brind'Amour decried the discrepancy in penalties in Games 2 and 3 
during the first-round playoff series. 

The Predators, who had seven power-play opportunities Friday, won on 
Matt Duchene's goal in the second overtime, which did not come during a 
man advantage but did come shortly after one.  

Maxime Lajoie was called for hooking 11 minutes, 40 seconds into the 
second overtime period. Duchene scored the winner just over three 
minutes later.  

“We’re playing a great team, and to me, and you know I didn’t say it to 
(the team), we’re in a battle … but we’re also fighting the refs," 
Brind'Amour said postgame. "That’s plain and simple. 

"You can’t tell me two games in a row we get seven and eight penalties 
and they get three? And when a game’s this even, it’s not right. It’s not 
right. I give my guys tons of credit for just sticking in, going, just playing 
their butts off, and still had a chance to win.  … Two overtimes, a (ticky-
tacky) penalty when stuff’s going on all over, just flipped the momentum 
and they scored on the next shift after because we were out of rotation. 
That’s not how it should go." 

  The  Hurricanes lead the best-of-7 series 2-to-1 entering Sunday's 
Game 4 at 1:30 p.m. CT at Bridgestone Arena. 
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Watch Matt Duchene's winning goal in the second overtime of Game 3 

 

Nick Gray 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

Matt Duchene's first goal of the Nashvil Predators' series against the 
Carolina Hurricanes came 14:54 into the second overtime of Game 3, 
giving the Predators a 5-4 win Friday at Bridgestone Arena. 

Duchene, who hit the post in the first overtime, was sent on a breakaway 
after Roman Josi and Ryan Ellis fished the puck away from the 
Hurricanes. 

Watch it here. 

The Game 3 win narrows Carolina's lead in the series to 2-1 with Game 4 
at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday at Bridgestone Arena. 

The Predators took a 4-3 lead early in the third period with a Ryan 
Johansen tip-in goal, and Carolina's Brett Pesce knotted the game at 4 
with 3:21 left on a pinball shot from the point. 

Then, it was stalemate for 34:54 along two overtime periods until 
Duchene made a move and scored to send the Bridgestone Arena crowd 
into a frenzy. 
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Nashville Predators' Filip Forsberg caps off intense first period of Game 3 
with highlight-reel goal 

 

Nick Gray 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

Filip Forsberg already has a highlight-reel goal in the Predators' playoff 
series against Carolina. How about another? 

The Predators forward, after drawing a penalty with Hurricanes 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton all over his back, led a breakaway and 
eventually crossed up goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic for a goal late in the 
first period of Friday's Game 3 at Bridgestone Arena. 

Forsberg, who similarly crossed up Nedeljkovic in a diving goal in Game 
1 Monday, has been one of the Predators' top forwards all season (12 
goals, 20 assists, second on the team in points) and is the franchise 
leader in goals and points in the postseason. 

Add Friday's goal to the ever-growing highlight clip.  

It was a important goal, too, as the Predators took a 2-1 lead into the 
locker room. Carolina leads the first round series 2-0. 
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Keith Urban sings national anthem before Nashville Predators' Game 3 
against the Hurricanes 

 

Nick Gray 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

Grammy Award-winning country music star Keith Urban sang the 
national anthem at Bridgestone Arena before Friday's Game 3 between 
the Nashville Predators and Carolina Hurricanes. 

It's been 25 months since the Nashville Predators hosted a playoff game 
at Bridgestone Arena. On April 20, 2019, the last Preds' home playoff 
game, Gavin DeGraw sang the national anthem before Game 5 of 
Predators-Stars (and slipped on the ice following his rendition).  

Following the first period, Urban and his wife Nicole Kidman danced and 
sang with the house band during the first intermission. 

The Predators are down 0-2 against the Carolina Hurricanes in the first 
round NHL playoff series, with both games coming down to the third 
period in Raleigh. 
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Matt Duchene's goal lifts Nashville Predators past Hurricanes in 2OT 
thriller in Game 3 

 

Paul Skrbina 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 22, 2021 

 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

The Nashville Predators didn't wait long to give — 12,135 people — the 
biggest crowd in the NHL playoffs this season something to cheer about 
Friday night at Bridgestone Arena. 

Ryan Ellis scored 4 minutes, 35 seconds into the first period in Game 3 
of his team's first-round series against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The crowd waited much longer for a conclusion in what was one of the 
longest games in Predators postseason history at 94 minutes, 54 
seconds. The Predators held on for a 5-4 victory, thanks to Matt 
Duchene's goal in double overtime in front fans that included former 
Titans running back Eddie George and Grammy Award winner Keith 
Urban, who sang the national anthem. 

Their longest played 111:12 in 2015 against the Chicago Blackhawks. 
Predators goalie Juuse Saros made a career-high 52 saves, tying the 
franchise record for a playoff game set by Dan Ellis in 2008. 

The Hurricanes lead the best-of-seven series 2-1. 

Ryan Johansen tipped in Ellis' shot with 14:59 left in the third to give the 
Predators a 4-3 lead. But Brett Pesce tied it with 3:21 remaining in 
regulation. 

Sebastian Aho erased the home team’s early lead with 4:16 left in the 
first, his third goal of the series, when he banked the puck off Roman Josi 
and Juuse Saros and into the net. 

Filip Forsberg had the fans buzzing again, though, when he beat Alex 
Nedeljkovic one-on-one 25 seconds before the first-period buzzer. Saros 
was credited with the secondary assist. 

Jordan Staal stalled the Predators momentum when he tied it 2-2 with 
16:29 left in the second. 

Consecutive penalties by Mattias Ekholm finally caught up with the 
Predators in the second, when the Hurricanes made it 3-2 thanks to 
Vincent Trocheck with 7:14 remaining in the second. 

Ekholm had just come out of the penalty box when he was called for 
roughing. 

After watching his team go 0-for-10 on the power play in the first two 
games, Predators coach John Hynes made wholesale changes to his 
units, notably removing two of $8 million-a-year players in Duchene and 
Johansen from the units. 

It finally paid off when Mikael Granlund tied the score 3-3 in the second 
while the Predators had a 5-on-3 advantage, given them their first power-
play goal in 14 tries in the series. 

Ellis blocked two shots, including one while Carolina was on a power play 
with just over five minutes left in the third. He eventually cleared the puck 
to help preserve the lead. 

 

Tennessean LOADED: 05.22.2021 

1213706 Nashville Predators 

 

Nashville Predators' Viktor Arvidsson out of Game 3 lineup with upper-
body injury 

 

Nick Gray 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

Predators forward Viktor Arvidsson is out for Friday's Game 3 against the 
Carolina Hurricanes and is day-to-day with an upper-body injury, the 
team announced.  

Nick Cousins will draw into the lineup for the first time in the series, while 
Matt Duchene will start the game with Ryan Johansen and Filip Forsberg 
on the Preds' top line. 

Arvidsson missed the final five games of the regular season with an 
undisclosed issue, and also missed a game in April with an upper-body 
injury. 

Also for the Predators, Calle Jarnkrok (illness) is back in the lineup after 
a one-game absence, while defenseman Ben Harpur draws into the 
lineup for Erik Gudbranson. 
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How to watch Friday's Game 3 between the Nashville Predators and 
Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Nick Gray 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

The Nashville Predators will hope that the largest home crowd of the 
season can help them get out of a 2-0 hole against the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

The Predators and Hurricanes will face off Friday at Bridgestone Arena in 
a vital game for Nashville. A 2-0 deficit often (but not always) spells doom 
anyway, but a 3-0 hole against one of the league's best teams will be a 
tough obstacle. 

 

Tennessean LOADED: 05.22.2021 

1213708 Nashville Predators 

 

The Predators’ ‘big boys’ are running out of time to prove their worth 

 

By Adam Vingan  

May 21, 2021  

  

The mood — dare we say the vibe? — was subdued Wednesday night 
as Ryan Johansen answered questions about the Nashville Predators 
falling behind the Carolina Hurricanes by two games in their first-round 
series. 

Publicly and privately in the lead-up to Game 2, coach John Hynes 
challenged his top players to take charge. No amount of lineup shuffling 
would make a difference if the team leaders did not elevate their games. 

“The main group here needs to be better,” Hynes said Tuesday, the day 
before his team lost 3-0. 

Through two games of this increasingly lopsided series against a 
superior opponent, that message has not landed. 
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“That’s how sports is,” Johansen said. “That’s how championship teams 
win. That’s how teams are successful — their big boys do big things on 
the ice.” 

Look around the NHL. Nathan MacKinnon has scored five goals, three 
more than the Predators have, in two games for the Presidents’ Trophy-
winning Colorado Avalanche. When the Tampa Bay Lightning needed 
someone to make a play near the end of their riveting Game 1 win 
against the Florida Panthers, Brayden Point delivered twice. Hurricanes 
star Sebastian Aho has been electric, slicing through the overmatched 
Predators with ease. 

Those are “big boys.” Who are those players for the Predators?  They 
maybe have one — captain and Norris Trophy winner Roman Josi, who, 
to his credit, rebounded Wednesday after a poor performance in Game 1. 
(He has two goals in his past 25 playoff games, though.) 

The reality of the Predators’ situation has been coming into focus for a 
few years, but now it is smacking them in the face. Their core players, 
specifically the forwards, are simply not good enough to win a title. 

Johansen might be at the top of the list. If one were to build an NHL 
player from scratch, he would have Johansen’s 6-foot-3, 218-pound 
frame. But despite his enviable combination of size and natural talent, he 
struggles to put it all together. We know he can, which is why it is so 
infuriating to watch him disappear for long stretches. 

Matt Duchene, who, like Johansen, makes $8 million per season, has 
earned a reputation as someone who cannot lift a team to championship 
heights, and his play in a Predators uniform (20 goals in 106 regular-
season and playoff games) has done nothing to disprove that notion. In 
Game 1, Duchene played 7:51 at even strength, higher than only Calle 
Jarnkrok. 

Filip Forsberg is a perfectly good scoring winger but will probably never 
reach the upper echelon of his position. When Viktor Arvidsson entered 
the league in 2015, he made a name for himself as a hockey-playing 
Sonic the Hedgehog, ricocheting around the rink at high speed and 
taking a beating in pursuit of goals. It worked for a while, but it appears 
that the wear and tear of his playing style has caught up to him. 

It leaves Predators general manager David Poile, who is not blameless in 
all of this, with a lot to consider. 

“I’m going to find out a lot about our team and about the individuals on 
our team,” Poile said before the series. “I’m going to find out how good 
Carolina is and what the difference is between the two teams. All those 
things are going to go into the decision-making process in the offseason 
as to where we go with the franchise.” 

Poile, who made the polarizing decision not to sell at the trade deadline 
last month, should not need to see much else. The Predators’ top 
forwards, though, have at least two more games to show something. On 
Friday, 12,135 fans — the largest crowd for an NHL game this season — 
will be in attendance at Bridgestone Arena hoping for a reason to cheer. 

“Obviously down 0-2, our group can do more, including myself,” 
Johansen said. 

It is past time for the Predators to put on their big-boy pants. 
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Rexrode: Predators ask less of Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen, and 
get more 

 

By Joe Rexrode  

May 22, 2021 

 

At some point, soon, the Nashville Predators will be deciding what to 
keep and what to send away – or beg others to take. 

Some cases to stay were made Friday night at Bridgestone Arena. Yes, 
in one game. One playoff game. One desperate, exhausting-to-watch (so 
what must it have been like to play?) 95-minute playoff game, won by oft-
maligned No. 95 of the Predators. It took double overtime to cut the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ series lead to 2-1 after the Predators’ 5-4 win. It 
took just about every Nashville player who has been put on Twitter 
waivers, too. One night obviously has severe limitations when it comes to 
sweeping decisions that dictate the direction of a franchise. But then, 
nothing counts more in the National Hockey League than nights like this. 

So for all that Matt Duchene hasn’t done in two seasons, at $8 million 
per, with five years left on that deal, the final glimpse of hockey in 
Bridgestone Arena before Sunday’s Game 4 will be that of him thrilling 
more than 12,000 fans with a sequence that might work one out of 100 
times in practice. In that moment? Chopping at an 85-foot Roman Josi 
lob pass – which was ridiculous enough – and settling it at the blue line, 
looping around Carolina defenseman Jake Bean and torching goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic’s poke-check attempt with a little flip across his body and into 
the net as he skated the other way? The Mike Epps comedy troupe came 
to Bridgestone on April 24 and brought the house down with some 
decidedly adult humor. This was filthier. 

The Preds might be better off if Duchene is wearing a Seattle Kraken 
jersey next season, and most fans might prefer that. But that kind of play 
in that kind of moment was exactly what they envisioned over years of 
hoping Preds GM David Poile would land him. He might not have lasting 
power, but that moment will, especially for what Duchene called “a crowd 
I’ve been dying to play in front of in the playoffs for so long.” 

Ryan Johansen is another candidate for Kraken “deep sea blue,” but the 
Johansen who took the ice Friday looked like the guy who helped 
spearhead a 2017 Stanley Cup Final run until he got hurt late in that run. 
He looked like a guy you’d want on your team, in 22 minutes of ice time, 
planting himself in front of the net, scoring a huge third-period goal, 
collecting five shots on goal and four hits. He did it centering a line with 
Duchene on one wing and Filip Forsberg (goal, assist, lifetime deal in 
Nashville if he wants it) on the other. He and Duchene did this, keeping 
hope in this series alive, after disappointing individual seasons for both, 
on the night coach John Hynes decided to remove both from the power 
play. 

“Part of being a team and winning is, you have to accept the role you’re 
in,” Hynes said. “And I have to give the two guys credit, they came in, 
they played hard, they played with a little chip on their shoulder tonight … 
we’re in the playoffs so it’s about making the decisions that have to be 
made and not waiting (too long), and when you look at tonight, the 
productivity, the execution, the momentum that the power play built, the 
players that were on the power play tonight did a good job. Matt and 
Ryan had some roles tonight, they did a good job. They were able to find 
the score sheet. I thought the competitive level they played with, the 
attention to detail they played with were what we need. That’s part of 
what this time of year is about. You need to accept the role you’re in on 
that given night.” 

Said Duchene of that acceptance: “Obviously I’m a power-play guy and I 
have been my whole career, so obviously it’s tough. I mean, second 
period, it was tough to stay in the game. But at the end of the day, you 
cheer on your teammates and you be a good teammate. I just tried to go 
and draw as many penalties as I could, that was my mentality.” 

There was a lot of talk about Duchene and Johansen being taken off the 
power play. But they weren’t alone. Another guy who is normally part of 
it, another guy whose large contract and postseason ups and downs 
make him an obvious candidate for fan angst, was taken off it Friday. All 
Ryan Ellis did was respond with a goal and an assist, lofting the shot that 
Johansen tipped in, while playing 32 minutes. He blocked four shots, 
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including two straight lethal attempts from Andrei Svechnikov as the 
Canes tried to come back in the third period, including one with the back 
of his head. 

Mikael Granlund was as big as anyone in the late-season run to get here, 
but he entered Friday with three points in 12 postseason games with the 
Preds. Add to that Friday’s huge tying goal in the second period, in front 
of the net on a five-on-three, to go with four hits in 32 minutes of ice time. 
This lineup, which on Friday got Calle Jarnkrok back from illness and did 
not have Viktor Arvidsson because of an upper-body injury, got 
something significant out of everyone. It’s impossible not to, I suppose, in 
that much winning hockey against an opponent this good. 

Maybe Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour is right and Nashville is getting a 
bit of a friendly whistle so far. The Preds have 14 power plays to the 
Canes’ six in the past two games. It is also worth pointing out that the 
Canes scored a goal Friday that deflected off Josi’s backside and 
another that somehow found a tiny crack of space between Saros’ 
helmet and the goalpost. 

Those breaks and the Canes’ usual aggressiveness weren’t enough 
because the Josis and Forsbergs and Juuse Saroses and Herd Line 
headbangers were great. And they got “the step-ups we need,” Forsberg 
said, from Duchene, Johansen and friends. The constantly rotating third 
defensive pairing was much more solid than not. And if we’re talking 
about people trying to establish themselves, prone to blame, let’s not 
forget Hynes. 

Taking Duchene, Johansen and Ellis off the power play is a gutsy move, 
and certainly not an obvious one. But the power play was significantly 
better. This might sound funny considering that five-on-three goal stands 
as the only instance of the Preds scoring with more humans on the ice 
than their opponent in this series. But it’s true, because the Nashville 
power play went from a bona fide Carolina weapon in Game 2 to a thing 
that actually entered the offensive zone and created chances for 
Nashville in Game 3. 

That last play Friday night will have staying power for sure, whether its 
creator does or not. On Sunday, we’ll find out if this team has any. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 05.22.2021 

1213775 Websites 

 

The Athletic / Duhatschek notebook: A Flames and Flyers trade match? 
Plus owners wanting change and T.J. Oshie’s future 

 

By Eric Duhatschek May 21, 2021  

 

In construction or in fantasy hockey, whenever you undertake a major 
renovation, you sometimes want to tear it down to the studs and 
essentially start over, because you’re always worried that anything that’s 
been lingering too long in the walls or floorboards will undermine the new 
construction. 

But in building, or rebuilding, an actual NHL team, it doesn’t work that 
way. You can’t trade everybody unless you’ve completely hit rock bottom 
and see no other way out. 

The NHL, as it is currently constituted, isn’t like that. It has this mushy 
middle of about 20 teams that are all capable of making the playoffs in a 
good year and missing them in a bad year. 

So, what do you if you’re one of them, and coming off an underachieving 
season — a year when the optimism surrounding your team seemed 
genuine and it just careened completely off the rails? 

I don’t bet games but I do pay attention to the odds that bookmakers set 
before the start of every season because they strip all the emotion out of 
the process. I revisited the preseason odds from BetOnLine and 
discovered that four teams that were favored to finish in the top 16 
(Calgary, Dallas, Philadelphia and Vancouver) missed the playoffs. 

To me, the greatest offseason pressure rests with them, and let’s start in 
Canada, with both the Flames and the Canucks, playing in a division with 
just seven teams, and so statistically, more favorable odds than their 
U.S.-based counterparts. 

Unlike most years, which end on a clear and precise date, the 2020-21 
playoffs were already underway in six cities, before the regular season 
limped to a close for Vancouver and Calgary this past Wednesday, in a 
couple of half-hearted matinees. 

What with all the COVID-19 and weather-related postponements, the 
vast majority of post-mortems for non-playoff teams were being 
delivered, in dribs and drabs, all across the league this past week. 

In Calgary, general manager Brad Treliving delivered his state-of-the-
franchise message Thursday, and while he was careful to say that no 
firm decisions on the future would be taken until he could debrief his 
coaching staff next week, he promised changes were coming and they 
might even involve the sort of hard decisions that the fan base has been 
clamoring for, for years. 

But how do you execute them exactly? If the Flames’ core consists of 
team captain Mark Giordano on the blue line, plus the quintet of Elias 
Lindholm, Johnny Gaudreau, Matthew Tkachuk, Sean Monahan and 
Mikael Backlund up front, who do you move on from? And what can you 
reasonably expect to get in return? 

If any of the five are safe, it’s Lindholm — signed to a team-friendly 
contract and without question, the most complete forward on the team. 

After a slow start under Darryl Sutter, Gaudreau was one of the most 
effective scorers in the league over the past six weeks. On a team that 
didn’t score nearly enough, it makes no sense to trade him — unless the 
indications are that Gaudreau wants to play the second half of his career 
elsewhere. 

On Thursday, he was adamant and repeated something he’s been 
saying for more than two years — that he would like to sign an extension 
and stay on in Calgary. If that’s the case — and they’ll know, once they 
get to the negotiating table, what the appetite and the price will be — 
then you have probably need to commit to Gaudreau. Sutter-coached 
teams traditionally try to grind out a lot of 3-2 wins. It isn’t always 
breathtaking, lift-you-out-of-the-seats hockey, so someone with some flair 
and pizzaz in his game is going to be necessary. 

Monahan played down the depth chart once Sutter took over and his 
goal-scoring fell off dramatically, compared to the earlier stages of his 
career. But he underwent hip surgery last Monday. What sort of value 
can you get for a player coming off just a so-so season with an injury 
issue, and by the way, who the coach happens to like in a lesser role? 
The flip side is: Can you pay someone such as Monahan $6 million-plus 
to play in a lesser role? Making a firm decision there is not as easy as it 
looks, especially if the goal in trading him away is to extract value in 
return. 

Tkachuk is interesting. A player they love to hate in Edmonton, Los 
Angeles and elsewhere around the league, Tkachuk fleshed out the top 
line alongside Gaudreau and Lindholm over the final month, switched 
sides, and finished the year on a five-game goal-scoring streak. 

Just as there were concerns about what sort of relationship Gaudreau 
and Sutter might have when Sutter first got the job – and they eventually 
started to figure each other out — there was an assumption was Tkachuk 
and Sutter would hit it off instantly because Tkachuk plays with the sort of 
edge that Sutter really likes. It didn’t start that way. 

Tkachuk’s role was slightly reduced — not increased — in the beginning, 
but as time went along, the coach and the player seemed to figure out a 
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way to coexist. Tkachuk’s contractual situation is where it gets a little 
complicated. He’s their highest-paid player, with an AAV of $7 million, 
and will enter the third and final year of a bridge contract he signed 
coming out of entry-level. 

In Year 3, Tkachuk will earn a raise to $9 million in actual dollars, and 
then become a restricted free agent upon the contract’s expiration. That 
$9 million would be the number that the Flames would have to pony up 
on a qualifying offer to retain his rights. Tkachuk is 23, with a big 
personality, projected by many as the long-term captain of the team. 

Could you actually float his name in trade talk? There’s little doubt that he 
would attract massive interest, more than any other player on the roster, 
but the risk of moving someone of his age, with the ability to impact a 
game the way Tkachuk can, would involve a heavy risk. And if you kept 
Monahan around because you can’t reasonably expect to get good value 
for him, then Backlund drops to No. 3 on the depth chart at center. At 32, 
earning $5.35 million, that’s pricey. 

You rarely hear Backlund’s name mentioned in trade talk. On the one 
hand, he has a limited 10-team no-trade clause, so not insurmountable if 
that’s the direction you go. But he too seemed to thrive under the new 
Sutter regime — and Sutter tends to get a lot of mileage out of 
experienced, durable pros, which is exactly what Backlund is, and has 
been throughout his career. 

In short, it’s easy to call for a full overhaul on any team, but more 
challenging when it gets into the nitty-gritty details. 

Just because Philadelphia and Calgary both had such underwhelming 
seasons — and there’s been years of speculation now that the Flyers 
and Flames would be good trading partners — you’d have to think 
there’d be communication back and forth there. You’re not going to pry 
Sean Couturier out of there, but what about Travis Konecny and/or Nolan 
Patrick? It sounds as if a fresh start might be just what Patrick needs, 
and a chance to land the nephew of former Flames’ defenceman James 
Patrick might represent the sort of young talent that the Flames need to 
inject into their line-up. 

This and that 

There was a part of me that thought just because 2020-21 was so 
challenging, the league’s underachieving teams would earn a temporary 
reprieve this offseason, on the grounds that it’s difficult to execute a long-
term building strategy based on the events of a 56-game shortened 
season, played repetitively within a single division, with COVID-19 testing 
done every day and players isolated from one another in almost every 
off-ice scenario imaginable. 

But I was wrong. Maybe because patience is wearing thin in every walk 
of life, it was also in short supply at the ownership level. 

Three teams — the New York Rangers, the Arizona Coyotes and the 
Columbus Blue Jackets — parted ways with their coaches. John 
Davidson, fired by the Rangers as president, resurfaced Thursday in his 
old job, running the Blue Jackets. I expect that the blood-letting will spill 
into the trade and free-agent markets which, if you’re a fan of player 
movement, should lead to a summer of upheaval. 

My sense — from listening to Treliving and others — is that NHL GMs 
are starting to understand the one quality most owners share with their 
fan bases is the insatiable appetite for change. 

Smart GMs will figure this out — shuffling the deck may not make their 
teams any better, but it will make them different. 

And this summer, that’s a step they need to take, in order to preserve 
their jobs and maybe their sanity as well. 

Bold steps will be applauded. 

Status quo won’t do. 

Philosophically, the vast majority of NHL GMs believe that slow-and-
steady wins the race. Honestly, I think Aesop’s “The Tortoise and The 

Hare” is their go-to bedtime story. But that approach, undertaken by NHL 
GMs who oversaw non-playoff teams this season, will ultimately earn a 
few of them a place on the unemployment line, if they opt to more or less 
stand pat this offseason. 

This and that 

You watch T.J. Oshie play for the Washington Capitals — down the 
stretch and into the playoffs — and even though it makes complete 
economic sense to expose him for the Seattle Kraken expansion draft, 
my sense is that would be a mistake, because of how it would undermine 
the team’s chemistry. Oshie is 34 and earns $5.75 million annually on a 
contract that doesn’t expire until 2024-25. If the Caps moved that 
contract off their books before the start of next season, it would give them 
the flexibility to keep other core assets in place and be salary-cap 
compliant. My temptation would be to retain Oshie and shop 29-year-old 
Evgeny Kuznetsov, and his $7.8 million AAV that also runs through 2024-
25 … 

After struggling to score down the stretch and needing another 
redemptive playoff like he had last year, Nazem Kadri is about to be 
suspended again, forcing the Colorado Avalanche to juggle three of their 
four lines. Not good. If the Avalanche make Kadri available to Seattle in 
the expansion draft, do the Kraken select him? And if not, would the 
Flames make another bid for his services? Remember, the Flames had a 
deal in place for Kadri a couple of years back that would have sent 
Toronto TJ Brodie, and Kadri nixed it … 

By defeating Vancouver 6-2 on Wednesday afternoon, the Flames 
leapfrogged two teams in the overall standings — the Chicago 
Blackhawks and the Arizona Coyotes — which also caused them to drop 
two places in the draft lottery. Officially, Calgary and Chicago finished 
with the same number of points — 55 — but the Flames had the 
tiebreaker (most regulation and overtime wins) — which in this case, was 
NOT a good thing … 

Interestingly, Calgary earned more regulation wins (22) than three playoff 
teams: Nashville (21); Montreal (20); and St. Louis (19). The Predators’ 
31 victories this season, included five in overtime and five in the shootout 
… 

Arizona’s chances of winning the lottery are only 3.1 per cent, but if the 
Coyotes happen to win, there’ll be a redraw. They’ve forfeited their 2021 
No. 1 choice for violating the NHL’s combine testing policy back in the 
2019 season. Calgary’s odds dropped to 2.2 per cent; Chicago’s are at 
2.7 per cent. Also new this year, as a result of changes to the draft lottery 
formula, a team can only jump 10 places in the draft order, so neither the 
Flames nor the Blackhawks can get to No. 1 now, even if they win the 
lottery. Buffalo has the greatest odds at 16.6 per cent and can only drop 
as low as three, under modifications to the lottery announced back in 
March. Seattle has the same odds (10.3 per cent) as the No. 3 team, the 
New Jersey Devils … 

A lot of things went right for Vegas in its inaugural season, but the draft 
lottery wasn’t one of them. They fell from three to six — where they 
selected Cody Glass, who isn’t their lineup at the moment, as they try to 
get past Minnesota in the first round. Can you imagine if they’d stay at 
three (where Miro Heiskanen went to Dallas)? Or ended up at No. 4, with 
a chance to draft Cale Makar? That possible divisional final, between 
Vegas and the Avalanche, would look a lot different today … 

Not sure which fan base is sadder. Los Angeles, where Kings fans have 
to watch a resurgent Jeff Carter playing an important role for the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, in the same season as Alec Martinez (Vegas), Tyler 
Toffoli (Montreal) and both Jake Muzzin and Jack Campbell (Toronto) 
made important contributions for other squads with Stanley Cup 
aspirations? Or Calgary, where on Thursday, one former Flame (Paul 
Byron) scored the shorthanded winner for Montreal; another (Ryan 
Lomberg) scored the overtime winner for Florida, in the same game 
where trade deadline departure Sam Bennett opened the scoring? 

Awards chatter 
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There was a discussion, in the comments section of last weekend’s 
notebook, that I promised to flesh out this week — relating to the Calder 
trophy balloting and specifically Ty Smith’s candidacy. For those who 
don’t pay close attention, Smith is the New Jersey Devils’ rookie 
defenseman, drafted No. 17 in 2018, a former co-captain of the WHL’s 
Spokane Chiefs and a member of Canada’s 2018 world juniors 
championship team. 

Smith made the Devils as a rookie — no mean feat considering the 
shortened training camps and no exhibition games — got off to a strong 
start (points in his first five NHL games) and ultimately produced 23 
points in 48 games. 

His production slowed down in April after suffering an upper-body 
(shoulder) injury, and he ended up missing eight games total down the 
stretch. He was also one of 14 Devils’ players who were placed on the 
COVID-19 protocol list back on Feb. 2, which produced a 16-day break in 
the team’s schedule, which ultimately led to the team’s overall strong 
start come to a screeching halt. 

By the end of the season, Smith’s potential upside was there for all to 
see. 

Coach Lindy Ruff trusted him to run the team’s power play. In the end, he 
led all rookie defensemen in scoring and even if his overall numbers 
weren’t as gaudy as the ones Makar, Quinn Hughes and Adam Fox put 
up in the defense-heavy rookie class of 2020, Smith was impressive on 
so many levels. 

Enough to dislodge Kirill Kaprizov, Jason Robertson, and a mittful of 
goalies out of the top three? Unlikely. 

But you could argue if there was such a thing as a sophomore-of-the-
year award, he would be a top candidate. That’s the thing about the 
rookie class. Any rookie class. 

Sometimes, you have the sense that a player has staying power. 

Sometimes, they have the feel of a one-hit wonder. 

Smith looks as if he’ll fall into the former category — someone who could 
be a difference-maker at some point (and maybe soon) in his career. 

History shows us that a player bursting of out the starting gates in his first 
season guarantees nothing. Sometimes, they will make a splashy debut 
and then plateau or level off quickly — while others keep improving in 
time. And if you ever revisited those Calder trophy races two — or even 
three years — they might look completely different. 

In 2018, for example, Clayton Keller finished second in rookie scoring (65 
points, trailing only the 85 produced by Mathew Barzal), with Yanni 
Gourde finishing third (64 points). One could easily argue that Kyle 
Connor, Brock Boeser and Alex DeBrincat have all passed Keller in 
terms of NHL impact. That same year, Danton Heinen finished with 10 
more points than Alex Tuch, but who would you rather have today? 

Similarly, in 2016, Max Domi was third in rookie scoring, behind Artemi 
Panarin and Jack Eichel and ahead of Connor McDavid (limited to 45 
games by a broken collarbone). Domi finished well ahead of Dylan 
Larkin, Nikolaj Ehlers, Sam Reinhart and others in the rookie scoring 
race. At this point, there’s little question who you’d rather have from 
among that quartet (and the only subject up for debate would be how you 
might rank those four). I would take Ehlers. 

Or how about 2017, when three of the top 10 rookie scorers were 
impressive young Finns, led by Patrik Laine (64 points), Sebastian Aho 
(49 points) and Mikko Rantanen (39 points)? Laine may eventually get it 
going again after an off-year in 2020-21, but even if he did, it’s hard to 
imagine any team would take him ahead of either Rantanen or Aho at 
this stage of his career. In short, a rookie season needs to be a starting 
point — the key will be to see which members of the class use that first 
step as a launching pad to better things. Smith isn’t going to win the 
Calder, but how will he look five years from now? Other than Kaprizov, I 
can’t imagine anyone having a greater, more durable impact. 

And finally 

By the way, I’m not seriously suggesting the NHL develop any more 
awards. If anything, there are too many already. A few — many attached 
to a single corporate sponsor — have quietly gone away over the years. 
If Mark Messier ends up landing a front-office job with the New York 
Rangers, he will almost certainly have to recuse himself from annually 
selecting the Mark Messier leadership award. 

If you’re going to retire that award, it would be the perfect time to replace 
it with a defensive defenceman award, so that there’d be a defensive 
equivalent to the Selke, which goes to the forward who “best excels in 
the defensive aspects of the game.” 

Alternatively, would it make more sense to introduce a Bobby Orr award 
for the best offensive defenceman, because the Norris — as defined 
today — is pretty clear: It goes to “the defense player who demonstrates 
throughout the season — the greatest all-around ability in the position.” 

Which is better? A Bobby Orr award, to highlight a defenseman’s 
offensive contribution? Or a Rod Langway award, to honor pure 
defensive work? The polls are open. 
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The Athletic / ‘None of us got paid to work’: AHL’s Pacific Division playoff 
draws anger from players 

 

By Sean Shapiro May 21, 2021  

 

The AHL’s decision to hold playoffs in just one division is angering 
players who say they don’t want to play. 

For just the second time since 1937, the Calder Cup won’t be awarded 
this year. And, for all but one of the five pandemic-altered AHL divisions, 
that means the 2020-21 season ended or will end this week with the final 
regular-season games. 

The Pacific Division, however, is playing through a postseason 
tournament that started earlier this week and will conclude sometime 
before May 29 with the winning team taking home the division title. AHL 
players on a whole were opposed to the playoff format. A non-binding 
survey of players by the Professional Hockey Players’ Association 
(PHPA) yielded a 133-8 vote against a postseason tournament within the 
Pacific Division. 

Players, to put it mildly, aren’t pleased. The Athletic spoke to six current 
AHL players who asked to remain anonymous because they weren’t 
authorized to speak on the matter. 

“We played a game (this week) that was essentially an exhibition that 
they decided to label a playoff game,” one player said. “I’m sorry, but no 
one cares about playing playoff games for a division title.” 

Another player added: “None of us got paid to work earlier this week, 
while the management and scouts and everyone else were still collecting 
a paycheque for watching.” 

The plan to play a divisional playoff came after the seven teams in the 
Pacific Division (representing the San Jose Sharks, Arizona Coyotes, 
Colorado Avalanche, Los Angeles Kings, Vegas Golden Knights, 
Edmonton Oilers, and Anaheim Ducks) voted 7-0 to have a postseason 
tournament. The other divisions could have played on as well, and the 
Central Division teams also considered hosting one, but only the Pacific 
had a majority of teams vote ‘yes’ on a playoff proposal. 

For those teams in the Pacific Division, it was seen as a chance to get 
prospects some high-leverage games in a season that lacked them. 
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“We had our vote and they came back and said they don’t care,” another 
AHL player said. “They basically came back with this format and before 
we even had a chance to respond through our union, they then 
announced the format publicly.” 

The feelings surrounding the playoff threaten to raise already high 
tensions between the players and the league. The truncated AHL season 
began with frustration among players who said they were forced into 
accepting a deal that paid just 48 percent of their salaries for the year. 

Many players said they had gone into this season believing a playoff 
format would be based on the league’s ability to generate revenue, which 
didn’t happen. Without fans in the stands or a Calder Cup, there wasn’t 
much of a reason to play. 

AHL president and CEO Scott Howson pointed to the agreement players 
signed prior to the season. 

“I understand an overwhelming number of players didn’t want to play,” he 
said, noting that a memorandum of understanding signed by both sides, 
which The Athletic reviewed, was clear that potential playoff games were 
part of the 48 percent calculation and compensation. In fact, Howson 
said, compensation was only that high because of the potential to play 
playoff games, since the league was trying to add as many games as 
possible for a proper payout of salaries. 

AHL players received their final paycheques on May 16, so many who 
are still playing feel they aren’t getting paid for this tournament. While 
some teams offered to make it right for their individual players by 
covering leases or providing hotels, the league itself wasn’t providing any 
financial help for players who would still be incurring expenses for rent 
and leases because of this tournament. 

“Everyone was basically left to fend for themselves,” one AHL player 
said. “Some organizations did a lot for players, setting up hotels and 
such, but like those games this week, no one got paid to play in those 
games. And yes, normally players don’t get salary in the playoffs, but 
there is still a playoff bonus in the CBA and nothing like that was made 
available.” 

AHL players had the choice to opt-out of the tournament without financial 
penalty. But the players said they felt pressure to play and feared that 
opting out could be held against them in the future. 

Some players also received mixed messages from their agents and 
advisors. According to some players, their agents told them opting out 
would be career suicide, while others were told by their agents that they 
should opt-out since they had already fulfilled their responsibilities on a 
contract in a weird year. 

“It became this big thing and issue for, what, one game for two of the 
teams?” one player said. “We didn’t need any of this.” 

Multiple AHL players placed blame on Howson, who replaced the retiring 
Dave Andrews last summer. Andrews had negotiated one deal with AHL 
players before retiring, which would have paid 75 to 80 percent of 
salaries before it was renegotiated by Howson in January after the 
number of games likely to be played had to be decreased as the 
season’s start date was delayed twice. 

Howson has been put in a difficult position taking over during a 
pandemic. Still, the players who spoke to The Athletic consistently said 
they felt that things would have been handled differently if Andrews was 
still in charge. An NHL source, meanwhile, pointed out that Howson isn’t 
responsible for making sure the PHPA communicates effectively within 
its own ranks. 

Either way, there is uneasiness between the league and the PHPA as 
they try to navigate a future with a new regime and turn their focus to the 
2021-22 season, which all sides are hopeful will feature a Calder Cup 
trophy presentation. 

“Because of how they’ve acted and treated us over the last year, our 
union and our agents have to really take notice,” another AHL player 
said. “We have to realize we are dealing with a new regime and … we 

have to pivot accordingly in the future to actually get a fair setup on 
things.” 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: Our updated 1-16 rankings after 
Week 1, plus dogs in sunglasses 

 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn May 21, 2021  

  

We said we’d never change the intro to The Athletic’s NHL power 
rankings. We lied. Dom lied, actually. 

This time — and maybe this time only — some tweaks are necessary. 
You can thank the Stanley Cup playoffs for that. We ranked the playoff 
teams from 1-16, based on how good we believe their Cup chances to 
be. If there was a tie, personal bias won out. We’re not sorry about this 
week’s tiebreaker. 

That is it. It’s that simple. First team? Best shot. Sixteenth team? Worst 
shot. As for the non-qualifiers, you get dog photos. Very specific dog 
photos curated by Sean, dog photo connoisseur. You are welcome. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Last week: 1 

Series Record: Up 2-0 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Dom: An 88 percent chance to beat the Blues might have been 
conservative now that we’ve seen the first two games. It hasn’t been 
close. Even when the Blues push, like they did in the second half of 
Game 2, it just doesn’t even end up mattering. Nathan MacKinnon has 
five goals and seven points in two games. Sheesh. 

Sean: Credit to MacKinnon for mixing it up in Game 2. He had three 
goals (nearly four) and got them in a bunch of different ways. The 
standard method gets boring for guys like that. I get it. We’ll skip the easy 
Nazem Kadri jokes — “Kadri suspended in the first round? Things really 
are getting back to normal,” et cetera — to say that the Avs weren’t 
getting much from him, regardless. In his last 18 games of the regular 
season, he had four points and was 23rd on the team in expected goals. 
They can deal. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last week: 2 

Series Record: Up 2-1 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Sean: We’re going to get killed for having them ranked this high again, 
and on one hand that makes sense. They’re getting spanked at 5-on-5 
against the Panthers, actually; expected goals percentage of 41, getting 
outshot 91-78 … I get it. That’s not everything, though. They’re still up in 
the series, and they’re still the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Dom: The “they’re the Tampa Bay Lightning” factor is just so hard to 
ignore for this group. Nikita Kucherov came back and played like he 
never left. He’s got five points in a high octane series and though Florida 
has controlled the run of play, the Panthers have also been chasing the 
game a lot. Things were close through two of Game 3 and when a team’s 
season is basically on the line down two, you expect a heavy push. It’s 
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hard to see Tampa Bay losing back-to-back at home, and I expect we’ll 
see the Lightning’s best for Game 4. 

3. Boston Bruins 

Last week: 3 

Series Record: Up 2-1 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom: Once again, I would like to talk about Taylor Hall. He’s been clutch 
already in the opening round with two goals in three games and 
unsurprisingly is dominating the run of play with a 62 percent expected 
goals rate. That’s actually pretty close to average for the Bruins though 
who have been the better team in a close series. That’s thanks mostly 
due to the team’s top line who the Capitals don’t have an answer for at 
five-on-five. Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak are 
clicking at a 77 percent expected goals rate. The goals will come if that 
keeps up. 

Sean: Literally laughed out loud when I saw this one. 

Y’know, they were close to blowing Game 3. They out-attempted the 
Caps 70-49 and won expected goals, 3.59 to 1.59, but still needed 
Nicklas Backstrom and Tom Wilson to both hit posts in the final minutes 
of regulation. Then, Ilya Samsonov and Justin Schultz gift-wrapped the 
game-winner, and the result matched the process. Pretty dangerous. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last week: 6 

Series Record: Up 2-0 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

Sean: No Hurricane has two 5-on-5 points, but nine have one, and all but 
four have positive expected goals rates. I don’t want to paint them as 
some sort of star-less hivemind, because they aren’t, but it is fun 
watching really good teams when the division of labor is spread out that 
way. Also, I heard their penalty kill is good. Have you seen this? Have 
you heard about this? 

Dom: Sara Civian and Shayna Goldman break it down really well: power 
kill, baby. Carolina’s expected goals rate while shorthanded of 50.8 
percent during the playoffs would’ve ranked 14th in the league this year 
at five-on-five. The top duo being Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen, 
two star players, is pretty cool and they’ve been crushing it, but the 
second duo of Jordan Staal and Martin Necas have been even better. A 
55 percent expected goals rate. Just crazy to think about. 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last week: 7 

Series Record: Up 2-1 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

Sean: Their series against the Isles is probably where it should be. 
Tristan Jarry self-immolated in Game 1, then the Penguins came back to 
win two one-goal games. Two notes from me: On the NBC, Pierre 
McGuire has become obsessed with the idea that there’s simply no 
analytical way to measure the contributions of depth forwards; he 
hammered the point after Brandon Tanev scored what turned out to be 
the Game 3 winner. Goals! Very easy to measure! And the Tanev-Teddy 
Blueger-Zach Aston-Reese line has achieved an appropriate level of 
fame based largely on being defensive analytic superstars. He’s not 
paying attention, and he hasn’t been for years. 

Beyond that, Game 3 was on the brink of explosion for most of the third 
period. Major trainwreck potential here, from a gong-show standpoint. I’m 
enjoying it quite a bit. 

Dom: I didn’t watch as much of Game 3 as I wanted to. I had it on the “B 
TV” and frequently looked over and said “oh the Penguins scored” and 
“oh the Islanders tied it” seemingly every five minutes. Sounds like I 
missed a fun game and apparently also confirmation that Pierre still has 
no idea what analytics are. God bless that man, a never-ending source of 
content. 

Sean: Fancy boy has a “B TV.” 

6. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last week: 5 

Series Record: Up 2-1 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

Sean: I honestly thought I was seeing things after the first period of 
Game 3 on Thursday. Shots were 7-4, Wild. They wound up being 40-16, 
Vegas. That is … whoosh. Felt like we saw a real-time course correction 
on the series. The Marchessault-Karlsson-Smith line appears to be back. 

Dom: The thing about the shot clock in that game is that it vastly oversold 
the difference between the two teams. Expected goals, according to 
Moneypuck, was just 2.1-to-1.5 in comparison. That’s still an edge, 
obviously, but Vegas was peppering a lot of shots from the points while 
the Wild struggled to hit the net. In any sense, it really does feel like 
Vegas has finally flipped the switch on the whole “Wild Matchup 
Problems” thing. I still don’t understand how or why the Golden Knights 
had so much trouble up until the second period, but when it clicked it 
really clicked. 

7. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last week: 4 

Series Record: Down 1-0 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

Dom: Okay, it’s just Game 1, the sky isn’t falling… but… the uncertainty 
around John Tavares’s health obviously changes the calculus here. The 
Leafs were the second most likely team to come out of the first round and 
win the Cup, but that was with a fully healthy team. Things obviously get 
much harder now down 1-0 with their captain out. That’s three wins out of 
the lineup, dropping the Leafs odds of advancing in the first round from 
83 percent to 62 percent. Still favourites, but ouch. 

Sean: All I want to say about Tavares — because God knows we’re 
about to be awash in weird takes about that whole deal — is that the 
second Leafs trainer who swooped in to stop him from going down 
deserves some credit. Sheldon Keefe said his team was rattled, and they 
should’ve been. From a series standpoint, the vibes are bad, and that’s 
reflected here. 

8. Washington Capitals 

Last week: 9 

Series Record: Down 2-1 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 8 

Sean: All that Bruins 5-on-5 Game 3 domination we talked about came in 
the overtimes. The Caps hung with Boston through 60 minutes, then 
basically white-knuckled it until Samsonov ended it for them. Just a brutal 
loss. I’m not sure anyone sums up the path of this series better than Nic 
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Dowd. He won Game 1, scored early in Game 3, then took a terrible 
penalty to set up Marchand’s game-tying, third-period goal. 

Dom: My favourite thing about Capitals Discourse and how I am Always 
Wrong about them (which is true by the way) is that it’s because their 
stars are still superstars. No. This team is just inexplicable dark magic – 
the kind where the team gets four goals over three games out of their 
fourth line. Sure, why not. Don’t get me wrong, Alex Ovechkin has been 
great, but Nicklas Backstrom has been kind of invisible while John 
Carlson has set up base camp in his own end for the entire series. This 
series isn’t close without Dowd and Garnet Hathaway, and that’s the 
infuriating part about this team that always defies the numbers – they find 
new and interesting ways to do it every time. 

On a more serious note: Carlson and Dmitry Orlov just aren’t working 
against the Bruins top line and that’s a major problem. Carlson has a 22 
percent expected goals rate for the series. Washington doesn’t really 
have another option. 

9. Florida Panthers 

Last week: 8 

Series Record: Down 2-1 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 11 

Dom: A fun betting story from a friend (because I would never do 
something this cowardly): He bet on Florida before the game started, 
didn’t like what he saw through two periods and decided to cut his losses 
by cashing out. Naturally, the Panthers clawed their way back to tie the 
game and win it in overtime.  

Florida has arguably been the better team through three games and the 
matchup effect seen during the season series appears to be very real 
even with Tampa Bay at full health. Game 4 will be tough on the road, 
but this team is resilient. They’ve manifested plenty of comebacks all 
season – winning a series after dropping the first two at home feels right. 
Doing it against Tampa Bay would be special. 

Sean: A fun betting story from a friend (who might be me): He watched 
Game 1 of this series at a casino then lost a bunch of money at the table. 
“Got too charged up by that Fight For Florida action,” he said. 

We talked about the Panthers a good bit in the Lightning blurb; that’s a 
tough-ass team, they’re playing well and they’re doing cool stuff. That 
said, Game 3 might be a bit of a pyrrhic victory because it’s going to lead 
to more Sergei Bobrovsky. Where’s Spencer Knight? We need more 
goalie chaos. Play three of them. Hell, play four. Call Roberto Luongo or 
something. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Last week: 11 

Series Record: Down 2-1 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 10 

Dom: After one period the Wild were up 2-0, they kept the Golden 
Knights to four shots and looked like the better team. Life was good, so I 
decided to get a head start on The Power Rankings. What a fool I was. 

Things got spicy immediately and the Golden Knights ran over the Wild in 
the second, finally looking like the series favourite. I still have belief in the 
Wild despite the series deficit, but they’ll need to get something more out 
of Kirill Kaprizov. Just one assist through three games for the dynamic 
rookie isn’t what any of us expected. 

Sean: Dom yelled at me for not getting started and everything. The boy 
wears Wild-tinted sunglasses. Fandom has clouded his beautiful mind. 
Honestly, there is something very funny about Minnesota getting dorks 
like us to rave about how fun they are — “Seriously! They’re interesting 

now!” — and then immediately reverting back to slog mode once the 
playoffs start. Their game is still going as I write this, and I think they’ve 
had three shots in the last half hour. Do not fact check me. 

Dom: Zero parts of that were fun. An absolutely painful night for ya boy. 
Nine shots in the final two periods. Nine! 

11. New York Islanders 

Last week: 10 

Series Record: Down 2-1 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 9 

Sean: The Jarry Game 1 meltdown has gotten attention, and rightfully so, 
but … are we sure Semyon Varlamov should be in the other net? He 
stunk in the regular season against Pittsburgh (.897 save percentage), 
and he was hurt for the Isles’ Game 1 win. The first order of business in 
Game 2 was an atrocious blue line goal from Bryan Rust. Game 3, all 
things considered, was worse. I get why Barry Trotz played him; I’m just 
not sure I would’ve. Now, if there’s a move, it’ll have been an obvious 
benching rather than giving him more time to “recover,” or whatever. 

On the other end of things, they need more from their top six. Mathew 
Barzal is at 46 percent expected goals and has two assists. 

Dom: Of course the one time I actually pick the Islanders to win a series 
in my bracket they’re going to lose. I might just be cursed when it comes 
to this team.  

From what I’ve seen, the Islanders haven’t looked bad, but it’s clear they 
just don’t have the firepower to keep up with the Penguins. No goals for 
that top line hurts. It’s also the top pair struggling to control play that’s 
really worrisome as that was the centerpiece of the team’s identity this 
season. Adam Pelech is at a 47 percent expected goals rate himself, 
which is way below the lofty standard he set this year. 

12. Edmonton Oilers 

Last week: 12 

Series Record: Down 1-0 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 

Dom: I really, really, really expected an Oilers-Jets series to be one of the 
more exciting series based on the offensive talent on each side and the 
lack of defensive talent too. How wrong I was so far with Game 1 being 
mostly a dud. The Oilers may have lost the opening game, but they 
outplayed the Jets heavily. I don’t expect Winnipeg can keep Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl off the scoresheet very often either. Not time 
to panic yet. 

Sean: Yeah, that was a snooze. The bright side for Edmonton, I suppose, 
is that their line combos that didn’t involve McDavid or Draisaitl played 
pretty well. If they can get decent play from the Jujhar Khaira line, that’ll 
help move things along. 

13. Winnipeg Jets 

Last week: 15 

Series Record: Up 1-0 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 15 

Dom: A lot of people thought this series was in the bag for the Oilers, but 
#mymodel (drink!) thought otherwise, calling it the closest series of the 
first round. The reason was plain to see in Game 1: Connor Hellebuyck. 
He was uncharacteristically awful in the season series against Edmonton 
and that will always spell trouble for Winnipeg when its entire game plan 
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is “hope Hellebuyck saves everything.” Well, he looks dialled in so far 
and ready to steal this series. Connor vs. Connor baby, buckle up. 

Sean: Yeah, almost wrote about Hellebuyck in the Oilers’ section. It just 
feels like he’s going to be the story of the series. It’s one of those things 
that I probably don’t account for quite enough when we’re doing this sort 
of stuff. Sure, the Jets are an awful 5-on-5 team that counts on their 
awesome goalie to wallpaper over most of their mistakes but … 
sometimes it works. 

14. Montreal Canadiens 

Last week: 16 

Series Record: Up 1-0 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 16 

Sean: If I had any guts, I’d have given more credit to the chaos gods last 
week, rather than just making a joke about them. Game 1 has a major 
asterisk next to it, but on paper it was a legitimately well-rounded win. I’m 
done trying to guess which version of Carey Price shows up on a given 
night, but if this one is it for the long haul, watch out. 

Dom: We all should’ve known the minute I wrote the sentence “especially 
with the news that Carey Price will likely be ready for the start of the 
series, news that downgraded Montreal’s chances” which Price would 
show up. He’s going to post a .967 in this series. 

15. Nashville Predators 

Last week: 13 

Series Record: Down 2-0 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 13 

Dom: The series isn’t over until you lose at home, but it’s really hard to 
have much faith in the Predators down 2-0. The biggest issue for 
Nashville right now is its absolutely pathetic power play which is currently 
generating 2.73 expected goals per 60 and somehow allowing 2.81. How 
does that even happen?  

Sean: I dunno man. It’s not like it was a gigantic issue for them in the 
regular season; they were just garden-variety bad (5.61 to 0.71 in 
expected goals/60). Also, we said last week that a) they’d need Juuse 
Saros to steal a couple and b) that he certainly could. He’s done his job 
— I felt legit awful for him in Game 2. He stopped 28 of the first 29 shots 
he faced, then let in another after returning post-empty-netter. A truly 
wasted performance. They feel cooked. 

16. St. Louis Blues 

Last week: 14 

Series Record: Down 2-0 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 14 

Sean: We found someone who hates the Blues more than Dom. His 
name is Nazem Kadri. Anyway, we’ve both been proven right. In the 
event that stuff changes, we’ll have witnessed one of the wilder underdog 
series wins in NHL history. That’s a win-win for the boys. 

Dom: Considering how much money I have on Colorado, I would 
absolutely not call that a win-win. 

Sean: Hopefully not as much as my friend at the roulette wheel. 

17. Dallas Stars (23-19-14, 60 points) 

18. New York Rangers (27-23-6, 60 points) 

19. Chicago Blackhawks (25-25-7, 55 points) 

20. Philadelphia Flyers (25-23-8, 58 points) 

21. Arizona Coyotes (24-26-6, 54 points) 

22. Calgary Flames (26-27-3, 55 points) 

23. San Jose Sharks (21-28-7, 49 points) 

24. Los Angeles Kings (21-28-7, 49 points) 

25. Ottawa Senators (23-28-5, 51 points) 

26. Vancouver Canucks (23-29-4, 50 points) 

27. Detroit Red Wings (19-27-10, 48 points) 

28. New Jersey Devils (19-30-7, 45 points) 

29. Columbus Blue Jackets (18-26-12, 48 points) 

30. Anaheim Ducks (17-30-9, 43 points): 

31. Buffalo Sabres (15-34-7, 37 points) 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' outstanding defensive commitment paying off against 
Oilers 

 

Ken Wiebe 

May 22, 2021, 2:07 AM 

 

WINNIPEG - Connor Hellebuyck has made his case to make room on the 
marquee. 

Right now, he’s got the billboard all to himself. 

In a series that features plenty of star power, it is the Winnipeg Jets 
goalie that’s been shining brightest. 

Thanks to his latest virtuoso performance, which included a 38-save 
shutout in the 1-0 triumph, the Jets hold a commanding 2-0 lead in the 
Smythe Division reunion battle with the Edmonton Oilers. 

No, this isn’t a simple one-man show. 

It’s an outstanding defensive commitment by an entire team. 

But Hellebuyck, who has turned aside 70 of 71 shots he’s faced in this 
series, is doing more than simply giving his teammates an opportunity to 
win. 

He’s back to playing at a Vezina Trophy level and that’s exactly what the 
Jets need from him right now. 

“He’s the reason we have a chance. He’s the reason we are a playoff 
team and the reason we have confidence every time we go out there,” 
said Jets captain Blake Wheeler. “You just can’t say enough about 
having a guy who you believe is going to stop every shot. And when one 
does go in, you just kind of say, ‘Well, that was lucky.’ It’s such a great 
confidence boost for the group where you don’t feel like you have to play 
perfect hockey. 

“I think that’s probably what he would say, that it’s his job to clean up our 
mistakes. It just gives guys so much confidence to go out there and play 
with a little bit more freedom, a little bit more confidence knowing that if I 
make the wrong play at the wrong time, I got a guy back there that can 
bail me out.” 
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As for the lone goal in this one, it was the result of an excellent zone 
entry and net drive by Andrew Copp — and a deft, experienced play by 
veteran centre Paul Stastny, who showed great patience and waited a 
split second for a double screen to develop in front of Mike Smith before 
unleashing his shot at 4:06 of the first overtime. 

“At first I was going to try and look for (Copp) but he just slashed across. 
So I figured I'd try to use the D as a screen, and just put the puck on net,” 
said Stastny. “I feel like in overtime, whether you're trying to score or 
whether you're trying to generate offence, sometimes that's the easiest 
way to do it. The puck had eyes and fortunately it went in.” 

Stastny has been praised for his hockey intelligence on countless 
occasions and that hockey intelligence was on full display on the 
overtime winner — which was the second of his 15-year career. 

“He’s been in enough playoff games to know that anything that goes to 
the net is the right decision,” said Jets head coach Paul Maurice. “He’s 
played two really, really smart games. Some of his positioning in-zone is 
just veteran. He knows how to change his body angle on so many plays, 
just to get to the right place. 

“He kind of does it on that goal. He sat on the wall for just a bit to open 
up a lane to the inside, almost bait (Oilers defenceman Dmitry Kulikov) a 
little bit and then gets a shot to the net.” 

The Jets are doing what many believed simply wasn’t possible. 

After dropping nine of the final 12 games during the regular season — 
including a seven-game losing streak that featured a goal-scoring famine 
and some defensive-zone deficiencies that have since cleaned up — the 
Jets said all of the right things about finding a style of game that would 
allow them to compete in the playoffs. 

They’ve since backed up those words with actions. 

The Jets were regularly on the right side of the puck and almost always 
kept the third forward up high, which helped prevent the Oilers from 
gaining much traction in the transition game. 

And in case you hadn’t heard, the Jets have managed to hold the top two 
scorers in the NHL — Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl — without a 
point in consecutive games after they combined for 34 points in nine 
games during the regular-season series. 

“I don't think we really look at it that way. I mean, both those two guys 
are, one or two in the world right now. (The) best two players,” said 
Wheeler. “They're creating chances. They're making plays. I think we've 
just got to try to not give them chances. That's the biggest thing, the 
chances they create, they're working for. We saw it all year. We gave 
them some easy chances and they're in the net, right? 

“So we're just trying to make them work for the chances. With that being 
said, they're still creating chances. They're still so dynamic.” 

Jets defenceman Dylan DeMelo was one of the reasons this game 
required overtime. 

Down and seemingly out while laying on the ice and with his back to the 
play during a penalty-killing situation early in the third period, DeMelo 
threw up both of his arms in desperation in an effort to try and prevent 
McDavid from scoring. 

Sure enough, McDavid’s shot went off the right wrist of DeMelo instead 
of finding the back of the net. 

“Honestly, it was just pure chaos and desperation,” said DeMelo. “I just 
remember going down and I saw the puck go to McDavid. I was on my 
back, so I have to throw something up, but I was on my back so I was 
thinking maybe I’ll two-pad stack it, but I don’t think I had the extension. 

“So I just put my hands up and luckily it hit me. Even if you see behind 
that, it hits me, but all these guys are jumping in front of that puck. You 
need that type of desperation and sacrifice. It was lucky that it hit me and 
the guys did a great job on the penalty kill for sure. It was a crazy play for 
sure.” 

While DeMelo missed several shifts getting some medical attention, he 
returned to finish the game. 

“I thought that that was the emotional change to the game,” said Maurice, 
whose team also survived a 21-second five-on-three disadvantage. “The 
kills on those plays and that was a big deal for our team and (it) kind of 
set the mood right going for the rest of the night. 

“(DeMelo) is a real popular guy in our room, plays a real smart, hard 
game. That goes a long way. They fire that up on the JumboTron, 
everybody gets a piece of it.” 

The sacrifice was one of many made by the Jets in this game. 

“We just did everything we could to get the win. It maybe wasn't perfect 
or pretty every play, but I think we have a team that can grind real well,” 
said DeMelo. “And at this time of year, it's going to take everybody. Every 
blocked shot matters, every hit matters. I think we're just coming together 
as a team and everybody's pulling on the same rope, and it's been a lot 
of fun here. To come out with two wins here is huge. We still have a lot of 
work to do and they're not going to roll over.” 

The next two games will be played on consecutive days, beginning 
Sunday in Winnipeg, and the Jets could get another boost to the lineup 
with the potential return of dynamic winger Nikolaj Ehlers, who has 
missed the past 11 games with a suspected shoulder injury. 

With Pierre-Luc Dubois entering the series on Friday, that would give the 
Jets a full complement of forwards for the first time in a month. 

It turns out that late-season swoon didn’t only remind the Jets they 
needed to buckle down in terms of style of play, a change in attitude also 
followed. 

After enduring agony and ample frustration, some perspective was 
required, along with a reminder that the playoffs bring opportunity, as 
long as a team is willing to do the heavy lifting. 

If you can survive a stretch like that without coming apart at the seams, 
anything is possible. 

“We’re just in the moment. We’re enjoying it. We truly are,” said Jets 
captain Blake Wheeler. “We lost nine of 10 games there coming home. I 
think it kind of gives you, maybe it takes some of the pressure off and 
gives you a little bit of a hardness that if you can go through a stretch like 
that and come out on the other side of it and not crumble and still be 
fighting, it doesn’t really get much worse than that. We’re just really 
enjoying this. That’s been Paul’s message to us. Listen, these chances 
don’t just come around every year. You want to make the most of them. 
And there’s a compete and an energy and a hardness that you’ve got to 
bring to the table. 

“When you’re playing tight, when you’re worried about making a mistake, 
worried about making the wrong play, you go half a speed and you end 
up not playing as much. We’re just loose, enjoying it, having some fun.” 

That return to having fun has the Jets two wins away from advancing to 
the second round of the Stanley Cup playoffs for the first time since 
2018. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers still trying to find right balance vs. Jets after Game 2 
loss 

 

Mark Spector 
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EDMONTON — This is why Ken Holland tells the story about building a 
team that gets to the playoffs every year. 

You’ve not heard the Edmonton Oilers general manager talk about 
winning a Stanley Cup in Edmonton. What you’ve heard is lot of thoughts 
about a team that gets to the dance, year after year after year. 

Now, we see why he thinks the way he does. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

It’s games like the one played on Friday night that define the term 
“playoff experience.” A crucial game for Edmonton that started out 
heavily in the Winnipeg Jets’ favour, then slowly shifted Edmonton’s way. 
By the third period, it was two teams slugging it out in search of what 
became obvious would be the one goal that would win this game. 

Then, overtime heartbreak. 

A Paul Stastny wrist shot, an Adam Larsson screen/deflection, an OT 
winner that puts Edmonton down 2-0 in their opening round series. 

“We battled all game. We were still battling in OT,” said Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins. “We just needed one to break them. We didn’t get one tonight.” 

If you’d have told me the Oilers would allow only two regulation goals in 
two games (that weren’t empty netters) and would be down 2-0 in this 
series, I wouldn’t have believed that was possible. 

If you’d have added that Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl — the 
NHL’s two leading scorers — would be pointless as they board the 
charter to Winnipeg for Game 3, I’d have started talking you into a wager. 

Well, both things are true. 

“It’s a challenge,” said Darnell Nurse (32:53 of ice time), when asked 
about the Oilers’ current predicament. “Playing in the playoffs is never 
easy. Having the first couple of games not going your way, having that 
adversity in your face, we’re in a place right now where we just have to 
find ways to win games. You can sit here and dwell, say the sky is falling, 
but let’s be real. We have a team that is capable of showing up … 
hopefully get some bounces our way, and hopefully build off something. 

“It’s a challenge we have to be up to meet.” 

What amazes is how stark the contrast is between regular season 
hockey and what we watched here in Games 1 and 2. 

Look, I’ve covered playoff hockey for 30 years. I get what happens. 

But the abject contrast between two teams who played games with final 
scores like 6-5, 6-4, 4-3, to a pair of playoff games that were basically a 
2-1 game in Game 1, and went into overtime tied at zero in Game 2… 

This is what Holland is talking about. These games, these lessons, this 
experience — it just does not exist in regular season hockey. 

“No, probably not,” said McDavid. “There are close games down the 
stretch, teams vying for spots, positioning and all that. But you can’t 
replicate a playoff game, the intensity, and the feeling out there. This is 
what we want to do. This is why you work all year long, to put yourself in 
spots like this. 

“We’ve dug ourselves a bit of a hole, many teams have found a way to 
win from the spot we’re in right now.” 

Many? Well, some. 

And perhaps this one. 

Look, Edmonton is nowhere close to a complete project. We know that. 
They’re nowhere close to Winnipeg in depth, which is why Holland didn’t 
spend a lot of assets at the trade deadline. 

The step they have taken, however, led by McDavid and Draisaitl, is they 
can defend now. They can hang in a 1-1 or a 0-0 game far better than in 
recent seasons. Bravo. 

Now, you have to find the balance between full-out defending, and 
actually producing some offence. You can’t just wait for a break. 

You’ve got to be able to make one. 

“That’s what you’ve got to do,” agreed head coach Dave Tippett. “I’ll take 
pretty goals, if we can get something off the rush. But I’ll take some of 
those ugly goals too. You’ve got to find a way to will one in the net, and 
we haven’t been able to do that.” 

On a macro level, he’s speaking for his team. On a micro level, it’s 
McDavid and Draisaitl who have to figure out the same thing. 

Why do you think Sidney Crosby became the player he is, scoring dirty 
goals, competing like a demon? Using his superior skills to forge offence 
from half-chances and bouncing pucks? 

Because the playoffs demanded that from him. That’s all you get to work 
with, a lot of the time. 

McDavid is seeing that first-hand from a Jets team that’s lining up at the 
blue line and forcing him to dump and chase. It is the antithesis of the 
game that got him this far. 

“Every point matters. Guys are dialed into the details,” he explained. 
“We’ve been solid defensively a well. They have three real goals, and 
two empty netters. But (defending) is definitely not an issue. 

“We’ve just got to find a way to break through.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs takeaways: Hurricanes 'also fighting 
the refs' 

 

Emily Sadler 

May 22, 2021, 1:40 AM 

 

The Nashville Predators have never been swept in a playoff series, and 
they won't start now. 

With five minutes left in the fifth frame of Game 3 against the Carolina 
Hurricanes that threatened to push them to the brink of elimination, 
Roman Josi and Matt Duchene teamed up to claim the 5-4 double 
overtime victory to bring the series to 2-1. 

It was a pretty spectacular goal, with Josi sending a soaring cross-ice 
pass to Duchene that was kind of reminiscent of Erik Karlsson's 
legendary long pass to Mike Hoffman for the Senators back in 2017. The 
pass perfectly set up Duchene, who accelerated, waited for the incoming 
poke-check from Alex Nedeljkovic, and flipped the puck over the 
netminder to get the Predators into this series and keep them a safe 
distance from the edge of elimination. 

Duchene has underperformed in Nashville, struggling to find consistency 
and not showing enough of the skill we've seen from him in years past. 
But this goal? This was surely what Predators fans expected when the 
club landed him in free agency two seasons ago. In fact, the entire core 
of the Predators stepped up on Friday night: Ryan Ellis and Josi were 
excellent, as usual, but to see the high-skill forwards like Filip Forsberg, 
Ryan Johansen and Duchene step up with a goal each brought the home 
team to life. 

Hurricanes battling more than just the Predators 

While the Predators' core stepped up, they also had a little help... 

And no, it wasn't the rowdy Smashville crowd. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 22, 2021 

 

“We played out butts off. We played great. We played hard. We're 
playing a great team. And to me … we're also fighting the refs. That's 
plain and simple," Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind'Amour said after the 
loss. "You can't tell me, two games in a row, we get seven or eight 
penalties and they get three when the game is this even? It's not right." 

One of the biggest stories of this series has been how well the 
Hurricanes have executed their strong penalty kill. They successfully 
killed off seven penalties Wednesday, and were again tasked with a 
heavy workload Friday night -- including one in double overtime. 

At the 11:40 mark of the second OT, Hurricanes defenceman Maxime 
Lajoie was called for hooking — a call Brind’Amour said post-game was 
“a knick-knack penalty when there was stuff going on all over.” 

The Hurricanes killed that penalty, but the Predators scored the game-
winner about a minute after. 

“It just flipped the momentum, and they scored on the next shift after 
because we’re out of rotation. That’s not how it should go,” he said. 

Hurricanes find rare weak spot in Saros' game 

Going into Friday's game against the Predators, Hurricanes centre 
Vincent Trocheck had 12 career post-season games to his name, but no 
post-season goals during that span. That changed with lucky game No. 
13, which saw Trocheck fire a perfectly-placed short-side shot that 
tucked in just above Juuse Saros' right shoulder in the tiniest window of 
opportunity. 

Trocheck's goal was the second such short-side snipe against Saros. 
Game 1 saw a similar angle exploited by Hurricanes captain Jordan 
Staal: 

In an era of big bodies in net, Saros measures in at less than six feet tall. 
Naturally, that makes him a little more susceptible to those over-the-
shoulder, short-side tries -- something Carolina has no doubt studied. 
When you're facing a goalie as talented as Saros, who's been excellent 
all season and has made Carolina work for every point, any little edge or 
inch you can find can be the difference between winning and losing. 

Bruins' power play the difference 

Tuukka Rask went into Game 4 against the Washington Capitals tied 
with Gerry Cheevers for the most post-season wins by a Boston Bruins 
goaltender in franchise history. Nineteen saves and one win later, the 
veteran had himself a slice of Bs history. 

But while Rask put together another solid game, only letting a single puck 
past him, he wasn't the star of the show on Friday night -- that honour 
belonged to the Bruins' power play, which ultimately propelled Boston to 
a 4-1 victory. The Bruins are now one win away from being the first team 
to advance past the first round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Three of Boston’s goals came with the man advantage, making 
Washington pay for their undisciplined play, with defenceman Charlie 
McAvoy assisting on all three for a personal-best playoff point total. 
Compared to Washington’s one-for-seven power-play conversion 
(Ovechkin had Washington’s lone goal on the night), the special teams 
disparity was stark in this one. 

Washington now has 48 hours to get their game back, or they’re going 
home. 

Bruins lose Miller after dangerous Orlov hit 

The Bruins were down a defenceman after losing Kevan Miller to injury 
Friday night. About seven minutes into the second period, Miller was 
caught with a high hit from Capitals defenceman Dmitry Orlov. Orlov 
clearly left his feet, launching himself at Miller and making contact with 
his head right after Miller passed the puck as he entered the offensive 
zone. Miller was visibly shaken up on the play and the team announced 
soon after that he'd been transported to the hospital for further tests. 

Officials on the ice issued Orlov a major penalty before reviewing it and 
revising the call to a double-minor instead. Based on the fact he left his 

feet and Miller's head was the first point of contact, it seems likely Orlov 
will be hearing from the player safety department this weekend. 

Avalanche must get used to life without Kadri 

The Colorado Avalanche were without forward Nazem Kadri on Friday 
night, and they'd better get used to it -- Kadri was issued a massive, 
eight-game suspension by the league for his dangerous hit to the head of 
Blues defenceman Justin Faulk on Wednesday night. The ruling came 
down late Friday. Knowing he'd be without his depth centreman, head 
coach Jared Bednar inserted veteran Carl Soderberg into the lineup, who 
got on the board when he helped set up Brandon Saad's third period 
goal. 

Newfoundland's Newhook nets his first NHL goal 

It was a great night for East Coast hockey fans watching the Colorado 
Avalanche on Friday — and no, it wasn’t because of Nathan MacKinnon 
for once. It was Newfoundland’s very own Alex Newhook who landed 
himself on the scoresheet and in the highlight reels with his first career 
NHL goal to help fuel Colorado's 5-1 Game 3 victory to take the 3-0 
series lead over the St. Louis Blues. 

Newhook, drafted 16th overall in 2019, appeared in six regular season 
games this spring after signing with the club fresh off his college hockey 
season with Boston College. He tallied three assists in that short pre-
playoff stint, and now has his first goal in the show. 

While Wednesday's win was all about MacKinnon's dominance, he was 
held off the scoresheet Friday. Instead, Colorado's handful of goals came 
courtesy of a group of depth scorers in Ryan Graves, Newhook, Tyson 
Jost, Saad, and J.T. Compher. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Paul Byron's Game 1 winner for Canadiens symbolic of his 
determination 

 

Eric Engels 

May 21, 2021, 3:47 PM 

 

What do you think about when you see this image of Paul Byron 
watching his desperate effort turn into the winning goal of this pivotal 
Game 1 between the Montreal Canadiens and Toronto Maple Leafs? 

A lot of things run through my mind, aside from the obvious — that the 
32-year-old was in the process of scoring what was unquestionably the 
biggest goal of his career, and certainly the most beautiful one. I think 
about how it was fitting it would come shorthanded, with Byron using his 
speed and scorer’s touch in the same way that initially made him so 
valuable to the Canadiens when they claimed him off waivers from the 
Calgary Flames in 2015. I think about how he was talking earlier in the 
week about third- and fourth-line players who often make the difference 
in games like these, and how he grew up as an Anaheim Ducks fan who 
marvelled at how the line of Samuel Pahlsson, Rob Niedermayer and 
Travis Moen was instrumental in the 2007 Stanley Cup win and in setting 
the template for him, Artturi Lehkonen and Jake Evans to follow as a 
shutdown trio. 

But I mostly think about what happened with Byron over the last year and 
change, about how his determination to beat Rasmus Sandin to that 
loose puck and stick with the play even as he was dragged down to the 
ice was symbolic of the fact that he hasn’t allowed circumstances to 
defeat him. 
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This guy was virtually unrecognizable to start the 2019-20 season. And 
right as he appeared ready to emerge from his slump, he suffered a knee 
injury that knocked him out for three months. 

Byron returned in February of 2020 and finished strong before proving 
quite effective against the Pittsburgh Penguins and Philadelphia Flyers in 
the bubble. 

But with the Canadiens adding depth on the wings and forcing their way 
up against the salary cap with the various other acquisitions they made 
over the off-season, Byron’s role was put in jeopardy. He was waived first 
on Valentine’s Day, waived again on Mar. 16 and finally on Apr. 9 — a 
cap casualty making $3.4 million for this season and each of the next 
two, a guy who would easily pass through. 

“The business side of hockey is what it is sometimes,” said Byron , “I 
knew it was never personal.” 

But that doesn’t mean it didn’t hurt. Especially for a player who’s as 
proud to be a Canadien as anyone you’ll ever meet, a player who earned 
the ‘A’ he wears on his jersey by playing with his heart on his sleeve at all 
times. 

Byron never showed it bothered him, though. 

“I know the coach and the GM still like me, still want me on the team,” he 
said. “You don’t see a guy put on waivers and then later that day is 
playing in the lineup, starting overtime against some great hockey 
players. So, I always knew it was never personal, and I just tried to work 
hard every day and be the best player I can, and that’s all I could really 
do.” 

It’s what Byron has always done. 

He pushed through more adversity late in the season after suffering a 
lower-body injury on Apr. 23, and he fought his way back to a point 
where he could bear the pain to play in the most pivotal games — the 
final two against the Edmonton Oilers, with a playoff spot still not secured 
for the Canadiens. 

It wasn’t a surprise to see him come through with his biggest game of the 
season to help the Canadiens clinch in that first one. 

It was even less of one to see Byron bust up the ice, win that loose puck 
from Sandin and create a memory that will last him, his family and 
Canadiens fans a lifetime. 

“A lot of people sent me that photo,” Byron said. “It was a special 
moment for sure.” 

Enter Kotkaniemi? 

With Evans only able to play 13 shifts in the game before leaving it during 
the second period, and with him potentially missing Game 2 with an 
undisclosed injury, there’s a chance Jesperi Kotkaniemi will slide in with 
Byron and Lehkonen. 

It would be the most natural fit, with Kotkaniemi having played five of his 
best games of the season between those wingers before closing out the 
season on a sour note with other ones. 

“He brings skill, great vision, he’s great with the puck,” said Byron of the 
20-year-old centre. “Being with me and Lehky, we’re north-south players 
who play up and down the ice and forecheck hard, and I think (that) 
complements his game. He’s more about finding spots, a vision guy, 
reading the play, so I think he can read off of us and play his game and 
play simple. We know how good he can be with the puck.” 

Kotkaniemi has gotten better without it this season, too, even if it was 
clear over the final two weeks he wasn’t particularly effective in any area 
of the ice. 

When Ducharme made the decision to sit Kotkaniemi from Game 1, after 
dressing him for all the games since taking over from Claude Julien as 
coach on Feb. 24, he explained that the inability to hold more than a 

handful of practices while the schedule offered little pause made it 
particularly challenging to help Kotkaniemi back to his game. 

“Regarding Kotkaniemi, who had a tough end of season, I see him a bit 
like hammering a nail,” Ducharme said. “At a certain point, the nail starts 
to get crooked, and if you keep smacking on it, it only becomes more 
crooked. What we went through towards the end of the season didn’t 
allow us to straighten out the nail. With our schedule and all our injuries 
and everything else, we had to just keep smacking away at it. And what 
we’re doing right now, with this week of preparation and everything else, 
is straightening out KK. 

“And I’m not looking too far ahead, but say KK plays Game 2, it’ll be his 
57th of 58 games this year. He just needs to keep progressing and 
advancing in this process. We like him, we like his potential and like what 
he does and what he’s going to become. We’re just taking one step back 
to straighten him out so he’s the KK we want to have and the KK he 
wants to be for when he does get in. He needs to continue to progress to 
be the player we want and he wants to be in the long term, too.” 

With the week of practices and Game 1 now in the review mirror, 
Ducharme is sensing Kotkaniemi will be able to rise to the occasion if 
called upon. 

“Rest did him well, and I think that was beneficial for the team—mentally 
as much as physically,” the coach said. “But having quality practices and 
having to time to train can make a difference for a young player, too. We 
feel that the minute he gets into a game, he’s going to be solid and 
prepared to be dynamic. We’ll see the KK we want to have and the one 
he wants to be, too.” 

It’s not guaranteed we’ll see the Finn on Saturday, with Evans still a 
possibility. Cole Caufield is another, with Byron potentially moving to 
centre if Evans can’t play. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Is playoff Staal here to stay? 

Eric Staal couldn’t quite put his finger on why it would be the case he’d 
be able to elevate his game when the playoffs rolled around, but he said 
a few weeks ago it’s just what players always do at this time of year. 

It wasn’t exactly a confidence-inspiring assertion, pulling at the intangible 
to assure the skeptics he’d offer something meaningful after struggling 
throughout the entire regular season to kick his game into gear. 

Everyone had it in perspective that the situation with the Buffalo Sabres 
was bad for everyone, and that Staal’s three-goal, 10-point, minus-20 
output in 32 games prior to joining the Canadiens ahead of the trade 
deadline could be taken with a grain of salt. Quarantining there and then 
running through a hectic schedule after the Sabres were ravaged by 
COVID-19 was taken into consideration in the evaluation of his play, and 
I wasn’t the only one to suggest he could help bolster Montreal’s depth 
up the middle. 

It was understandable that Staal struggled out of the gate with the 
Canadiens after another quarantine served — and certainly after the 
COVID break that followed Joel Armia’s positive test for the virus — but 
as the team was fighting tooth and nail to get into the playoffs, Staal 
wasn’t able to raise his game and contribute. Even if we learned from 
Ducharme that Staal had been playing with a minor injury for a few 
games, that didn’t account for what we saw from 21 in a Montreal 
uniform. 

I figured Staal would at least be rested coming into Game 1, but wasn’t 
sure that would enable him to be that much more effective. 

He ended up catching me completely off guard with the way he played as 
soon as the puck dropped on Thursday. He started the game at a higher 
speed than we saw him play at any point over the last two months. He 
was dynamic and physical, he set up a goal and easily could’ve finished 
the night with one of his own and a couple more assists. 
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Staal didn’t surprise himself, though. He said he knew all along he had 
another level and that it would come out when the situation called for it. 

“I know it’s there,” the 36-year-old Triple Gold Club member said. “I know 
it’s there and I expected to see it. I came here to help this group and 
integrate myself within the structure of this team and to play in the 
playoffs. It was a grind to get there, like I said, like we talked about ad 
nauseam with the schedule we had. And I think now, having this chance 
to reset and refocus, you’ve got to enjoy it, you’ve got to embrace it, and 
this is why I’m excited to be a part of this group—for this challenge, this 
opportunity. 

“Game 2 tomorrow, and I can’t wait. I feel like I can help this group and 
be a contributor and try and help us make a difference to win the series 
and move on.” 

Canadiens wishing John Tavares well 

In the immediate aftermath of Tavares being knocked out of the game in 
a freak collision with Corey Perry, the Canadiens released the following 
statement: 

On Friday, upon hearing Tavares was dispatched from hospital and 
resting under the observation of team doctors, the Canadiens we spoke 
with were quite relieved. 

“That’s great news to hear,” said Staal. “I hadn’t heard that news yet, so 
obviously wish him the best in his recovery. Like I said, I know a lot of 
people around the game and a lot of people who know John well, and 
I’ve heard nothing but positive and great things about him as a person 
and as a player. Being a guy with a wife and kids and knowing that he 
has the same, it wouldn’t have been easy for them or anybody, so I’m 
glad to hear he’s recovering back at home. We definitely wish him the 
best.” 

As for watching the events unfold as they did — with Perry’s knee 
colliding with Tavares’s head, with the Leafs captain disoriented and 
trying but failing to get up while trainers were attempting to stabilize his 
head and neck, and with Nick Foligno engaging Perry in a fight after 
Tavares left on a stretcher — Staal was disturbed. 

“It was scary for everybody,” he said. “Everybody that was in the building, 
everybody that was on the ice, you never want to see that. John’s a great 
person, and obviously that’s all you’re worried about at the time — 
especially with the empty building. I’ve seen a lot of things in this game, 
and that whole scenario was no fun to be a part of. And then to follow it 
up with that (fight), I didn’t love it, but maybe it felt like the thing to do to 
kind of get it over with and get it out of the way.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs running out of time, options to fix dreadful 
power play 

 

Luke Fox 

May 21, 2021, 3:56 PM 

 

TORONTO – The Toronto Maple Leafs’ most baffling problem just got 
worse. 

When the Leafs dragged their shaky power play into the post-season, 
they spoke of a clean slate, a fresh chance to forget all those missed 
power-play opportunities and build anew. 

Why couldn’t a dominant 5-on-5 team be at least averagely dangerous at 
5-on-4? 

So, the Leafs devoted hours of practice and meeting time in the six-day-
long lead-up to their Montreal series practising, examining and 
reconfiguring their power play. 

In tight-checking playoff games, facing what appears to be a vintage 
version of Carey Price, they need it to be a difference-maker. 

And in Game 1, it was. To their detriment. 

With the contest knotted at one goal apiece in the latter half of the third, 
that next-goal-wins feeling was in the Scotiabank Arena air. 

Toronto, gaining the man advantage, was gifted a chance to end it. 

Joe Thornton fumbled an Auston Matthews entry pass at the blue line. 
Rasmus Sandin — suddenly promoted to PP1 and making his playoff 
debut — couldn’t track down the speedy Paul Byron. And Jack Campbell, 
attempting a poke check, got surprised by Byron’s sprawling, game-
winning flip. 

Plenty of blame to share on the sequence, which has underscored a 
serious issue. 

Toronto’s power play went 0-for-4 with a goal allowed in a game 
ultimately decided by special teams. 

The Leafs are now tied with Washington for most shorthanded goals 
allowed (eight) in 2021. 

Since March 11, the Maple Leafs’ power play has surrendered more 
goals (six) than it has scored (five). They entered the playoffs with the 
worst net PP percentage (15.5) of the Sweet 16, and it’s gotten worse. 

"Decline the penalty" jokes fly around the Twittersphere whenever the 
Kanye West’s "Power" pumps through the speakers and the Leafs’ once-
mighty 5-on-4 troops glide to the faceoff circle. 

"I just think I would’ve addressed it earlier than this week, as a coach. It’s 
been going bad for a couple months now — two and a half months. I 
would’ve made my changes a lot sooner than now. This is the first time 
ever I’m contradicting what they’re doing," former and aspiring NHL 
coach Bruce Boudreau told Lead Off this week. 

"It’s been an ongoing problem that would’ve been great if you could’ve 
fixed it a month ago." 

With captain John Tavares out indefinitely and the second wave of 5-on-
5 offence weakened in the process, cashing in on power plays takes on 
increased importance. But the climb back to respectable, let alone 
fearful, gets that much more challenging without Tavares, Toronto’s 
second-best power-play producer (six goals, six assists). 

The focal point, Matthews, scored 10 power-play goals this season. 
William Nylander, the next most prolific option, had four. Net-front guys 
Wayne Simmonds and Zach Hyman scored three apiece. No one else 
scored more than once on the PP all season. 

Mitch Marner, who distributes from the opposite flank as Matthews, did 
not score a power-play goal. Yet he remains in a shooter’s circle. 

Everyone knows who the triggerman is. 

"I think just fighting through it, moving our feet. We're going to draw 
penalties more and more and just continue to get those looks," said 
Matthews, who led all shooters with eight pucks on Price, three on the 
PP. 

"Other than the power-play goal against, I thought the power play was 
pretty good last night. We got some really good chances, a couple posts, 
but I thought we moved it around pretty well and got some good looks. 

"It's on us to try to capitalize on those opportunities, but I think we just 
want to keep shooting, keep creating those chances. In our minds, it's 
good to go in eventually." 
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The Maple Leafs did not practise special teams during their abbreviated 
practice Friday, but the idea of deploying two balanced units should be 
out the window with Tavares unavailable. 

And we saw how quickly coach Sheldon Keefe abandoned his Sandin 
experiment after Byron outraced the rookie. During the Leafs’ final power 
play, Morgan Rielly resumed quarterbacking duties. 

"The special teams really broke up the game a lot. Not, obviously, what 
you expected in a playoff game, but you’ve got to adjust," Keefe said. "I 
thought our penalty kill [5-for-5] did a really good job. I thought our power 
play early in the game was really good, looked really dangerous. But we 
needed one to go in for us here, obviously. It’s a big difference in the 
game." 

Moral victories won’t cut it. 

And whether it’s how quickly and purposefully the Leafs don’t move the 
puck around the zone or how intensely they try to retrieve loose pucks on 
the man-advantage, there is a level of confidence and urgency that 
doesn’t measure up to the elite 5-on-4 playoffs units we’re seeing in 
Tampa or Colorado. 

"Whether it’s 5-on-5 or on our power play, we gotta find a way to get it 
over the line," Keefe said. "Those guys just gotta stay with the process 
and in fact find another level because, clearly, what any of us did last 
night wasn't good enough. We've got to be better." 
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TSN.CA / Foligno moves to centre as Leafs adjust without Tavares 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Friday ahead of Game 2 of 
Toronto's first-round playoff series against the Montreal Canadiens 
Saturday night at Scotiabank Arena. 

With John Tavares sidelined indefinitely, Nick Foligno will move to the 
middle and take over as the team's second-line centre.  

"We don't have an abundance of options," explained coach Sheldon 
Keefe. "Nick has played a lot of centre. He played a lot of centre in 
Columbus before he came here this season. Even when he plays left 
wing, Nick ends up spending a lot of time playing low in the defensive 
zone. He is usually high in the offensive zone. He is usually the first guy 
back. He is very comfortable playing down low in our own end. It is a 
natural fit." 

The 33-year-old actually volunteered for the job.  

"He was more than willing," Keefe pointed out. "Even last night on the 
bench, he was telling me he is more than comfortable playing centre to 
fill in for John if I needed him to. We used him a little bit there yesterday. 
We will look to give him more time there tomorrow." 

Foligno has lined up on the wing in all eight games he's played with 
Toronto since being acquired from Columbus at the trade deadline. 

With the absence of John Tavares, who's been sidelines indefinitely, the 
Leafs spent their Friday morning practice making some adjustments to 
their lines. One of the adjustments has Nick Foligno on the second line 
flanked by Alex Galchenyuk and William Nylander. 

Alex Galchenyuk, a healthy scratch in Game 1, skated alongside Foligno 
and William Nylander at practice.  

"Chucky's a great forechecker," said veteran forward Jason Spezza. 
"Nicky's a guy that's played centre this year probably more than he has in 
the past, because of some of the moves they made in Columbus, so he's 
comfortable there. Just a heavy line. Willy was phenomenal last night so 
he's going to continue that. They're going to be a good, strong 
forechecking line and then Willy's got the touch." 

Galchenyuk revived his NHL career in Toronto this season while playing 
mostly alongside Tavares and Nylander. But with Zach Hyman returning 
from injury in Game 1, he was squeezed out of the top-six equation.  

Galchenyuk picked up a point in five of his final seven regular season 
games. 

Pierre Engvall will also draw in on Saturday night after being a scratch in 
Game 1. He scored a goal in three of his last four regular season games. 

"Both guys bring degrees of speed and skill," Keefe noted. "The 
dynamics of our group change when John is not in. I just feel we have to 
make some changes to compensate for that and give us a little bit more 
of a push offensively." 

Engvall skated on the third line with centre Alex Kerfoot and Ilya 
Mikheyev on Friday. 

"He brings a lot of energy, a lot of speed," said Kerfoot. "He's a hard guy 
to play against just with how long he is (6-foot-5) and how fast he is. I've 
played with him a lot this year and like playing with him. I think the three 
of us can do a good job."  

Sidelined with a knee sprain since April 4, shutdown centre Riley Nash 
made his Leafs debut in Game 1, but will be the odd man out on 
Saturday.  

"I thought he was fine," Keefe said. "We had five penalties to kill so I was 
glad we had him on our bench. He did a good job for us, but with John 
coming out of the lineup, it changes the dynamic of our forward group. I 
feel like we need some different elements going into tomorrow." 

Rocket Richard Trophy winner Auston Matthews fired eight shots on net 
on Thursday, but couldn't beat Carey Price. It was the first time in 11 
games against Montreal this season that he was held without a point.  

"We got to up our intensity level a little bit," Matthews said. "Last night, 
we had our chances, we had our looks and weren't able to get it done so 
that's on us ... We want to keep shooting and creating those chances 
and, in our minds, it's going to go in eventually."  

Mitch Marner produced five shots while Hyman fired four in his return 
from an MCL sprain. Per NaturalStatTrick, the Leafs outshot the 
Canadiens 13-3 in the 11 minutes that the top line was on the ice in five-
on-five play.  

"If they have a night they don't score, they're looking to come back 
hungry," said Spezza. "We got lots of confidence in those guys. They're 
the least of our worries." 

Hyman drew two penalties on Thursday while Matthews drew a roughing 
call on Ben Chiarot and smiled broadly as the Montreal defenceman 
attempted to goad him into a retaliation call.  

What's the key to dealing with Montreal's physical play?  

"Just fighting through it and moving our feet," Matthews said. "We're 
going to draw penalties more and more. Other than the power-play goal 
against, I thought the power play was pretty good last night. We had 
some really good chances, a couple posts, but I thought we moved it 
around pretty well and got some good looks." 

Toronto's power play finished the game 0-for-4 and allowed the game-
winning goal in the third period. The Leafs are now 6-for-82 on the man 
advantage since March 4 while also allowing six goals in that stretch.  

"Our first two power plays of the game were probably as good as our 
power play has looked in a really long time," Keefe said. "We hit the post 
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on the first one, hit the crossbar on the second one, and had more than 
enough really good looks." 

Montreal ended up outhitting Toronto 55-27, but Keefe felt that number 
was misleading.  

"The physicality of the game didn't surprise us at all," the coach said. 
"They started off really physical. I thought they definitely had an edge in 
the first 10 minutes of the game. Beyond that, I thought there wasn't a 
whole lot to it. I don't know who counts the hits in the game, but they are 
definitely not a Leafs fan. We do need to, as a team, be more engaged 
right from the drop of the puck." 

'It's going to go in eventually': Matthews unfazed by goalless Game 1 

Although Auston Matthews had some good chances on net, he just 
couldn't capitalize on any of them. However, the Rocket Richard Trophy 
winner isn't too worried and believes that they just have to keep creating 
goal-scoring opportunities like they have been and it will pay off 
eventually. 

Campbell did not take part in Friday's 15-minute practice. Keefe termed it 
a maintenance day.  

The 29-year-old goalie missed time this season with a nagging leg injury 
and he seemed to be favouring his left leg during a sequence early in the 
third period on Thursday when Morgan Rielly made a block to deny a 
Josh Anderson shot toward an open net. 

"He's very, very slowly getting up so, for me, that is a question mark," 
said TSN analyst Martin Biron, a former NHL goalie. "The only chance he 
faced the rest of the game was the Paul Byron short-handed goal."  

What happened on that Byron goal?  

"Not really sure," Campbell said on Thursday night. "It looked like he was 
waiting for me to go out to charge the puck and I held back and somehow 
it kind of luckily went up and over my shoulder." 

Earlier this season, Campbell was really hard on himself after losses, but 
that wasn't the case following his Stanley Cup playoff debut.  

"I felt great all night," he said curtly when asked if he felt out of position 
on Anderson's first-period tally.  

Loss of Tavares causes huge ripple through Leafs lineup 

It goes without saying that you can't replace John Tavares. There was no 
better evidence of that then the myriad of changes Sheldon Keefe has 
had to make to his lineup ahead of Game 2. Dave Poulin breaks down 
the changes made by Keefe, and touches on Joe Thornton's critical 
turnovers in Game 1. In addition, Martin Biron shared his thoughts on 
Jack Campbell receiving a maintenance day on Friday. 

Toronto's oldest player and its youngest player were on the ice for both of 
Montreal's goals on Thursday. Joe Thornton, 41, turned the puck over on 
the plays leading to the goals while Rasmus Sandin, 21, was the closest 
defenceman to the scorer each time.  

"A lot of our players needed to be better last night," Keefe said. "There 
are big moments that stand out, of course, and that is what playoff 
hockey is: moments and mistakes here or there that make the difference. 
Those will stand out to you. Watching the game back here today, I found 
both guys — whether it is power play or at five-on-five — did some 
positive things for us. That was encouraging." 

Assistant coach Dave Hakstol, who oversees the defence, had a lengthy 
chat with Sandin following Friday's practice.  

Sandin and partner Zach Bogosian were then among the last two players 
on the ice. The pair started a game together on April 20, but Bogosian 
hurt his shoulder and didn’t return until Thursday. So, Game 1 against 
the Canadiens was the full first game together for them as a defence 
pair.  

Thornton finished with one shot and no hits while linemate Spezza ended 
up in the penalty box twice.  

"I've taken three penalties all year and then to take two in Game 1, that’s 
got to, obviously, not be there," Spezza said. "But five-on-five I think we 
actually did some good things. We have to be a heavy, physical line and 
control play. Most of our shifts have to end in their end and that's what 
we’re trying to do."   

Tavares issued a statement on social media expressing gratitude for all 
the well wishes in the wake of his scary injury on Thursday.  

"The support I've felt since last night cannot be put into words. I'm 
thankful to share that I'm back home and recovering. Thank you to my 
family, friends, teammates, the Maple Leafs organization, Leafs Nation 
and the hockey community for being by my side." 

Tavares' teammates said it was easier to get back to work on Friday 
having heard from their captain. The 30-year-old had texted the group 
chat after the game to let them know he was feeling better. He also 
reached out to some guys individually.  

"I don't think we've moved past it," said Rielly, who spoke to Tavares on 
the phone. "John's a huge part of our group and we're going to be 
thinking about him every day until he comes back. Here, today, the 
attitude was we have to get ready for Game 2 ... Nobody wants us to 
prepare and work more than him so, yeah, we're playing for him." 

Added Spezza, "We want to win hockey games so we can get him back 
in the lineup." 

Rielly, Leafs rally around Tavares: 'We're playing for him’ 

After a scary incident Thursday night that would put Leafs captain John 
Tavares in the hospital, Toronto looks to rally together, step their game 
up, and come out with a win "for him" in their next matchup against 
Montreal on Saturday. 

Lines at Friday's practice:  

Hyman - Matthews - Marner  

Galchenyuk - Foligno - Nylander 

Engvall - Kerfoot - Mikheyev 

Thornton - Spezza - Simmonds  

Brooks, Nash  

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Holl 

Sandin - Bogosian  

Dermott, Hutton, Marincin  

Andersen 

Rittich 
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TSN.CA / Injured Tavares encourages teammates to bounce back in 
Game 2 

 

By Kristen Shilton 
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TORONTO — John Tavares will be out of the Maple Leafs’ lineup 
indefinitely, but he’s fully expecting his teammates to forge ahead without 
him.  

That was the message Tavares began delivering Thursday night from the 
confines of a hospital room. The Leafs’ captain suffered a concussion 
midway through the first period of Game 1 in Toronto’s first-round playoff 
series against Montreal. Canadiens’ defenceman Ben Chiarot hit Tavares 
to the ice, and then winger Corey Perry’s knee accidentally collided with 
Tavares’ head.  

Tavares had to be stretchered off the ice and spent the night in hospital. 
He was discharged Friday morning, and coach Sheldon Keefe confirmed 
the 30-year-old centre’s concussion diagnosis.  

The Leafs are a long way from forgetting the grisly scene that unfolded 
for Tavares. But after losing 2-1 in Game 1, they have been bolstered by 
Tavares’ support and encouragement for them to press on in Saturday’s 
Game 2.  

“There's a pit in your stomach; it’s sickening to see somebody lie on the 
ice like that,” said Jason Spezza on Tavares' injury after Friday’s brief 
practice wrapped up. “Especially John; he's so in control and to see him 
be in a state like that, it really makes you sick to your stomach. He texted 
our group [after the game] to say he was okay, and wants us to move on 
and get ready for the next game. We have to win hockey games, and 
that's what John wants us to do.” 

Spezza is close friends with Tavares, and stayed near him while the 
medical staff prepared Tavares for transport off the ice on Thursday.  

“He was picking up my voice,” Spezza said. “It was a scary moment and 
he wasn't really responding to too much that was going on, so I was just 
trying to keep him calm. I actually talked to him when I got home and he 
said that he picked up my voice and recognized it, so I think that's why I 
just tried to keep talking him through it, just to calm him down.” 

Now that Tavares is safely home and resting, the Leafs are determined 
to honour his wish that they bounce back in the series. And if anyone is 
still struggling with the emotional toll of Thursday’s events, Tavares has 
been sure to address it. 

“He's taken it upon himself to reach out to guys to make sure that [they 
are] doing good too,” Spezza said. “It just speaks to his character, that 
he's the guy who been in the hospital and he's worried about us, making 
sure we're ready to go [for Saturday].” 

“That [communication] put everybody at ease a little bit,” added Keefe. 
“There was great concern last night, and even today, just a lot of talking 
to our medical people and trainers about him. And it was a big thing that 
was on our players’ minds. They were asking for a lot of updates 
throughout the remainder of the game. You’re very relieved now.” 

The Leafs’ focus can now shift back to the business at hand – winning 
Game 2. Keefe shuffled his lines in Tavares’ absence at Friday’s 
practice, moving Nick Foligno to centre on a second unit with William 
Nylander and Alex Galchenyuk. Riley Nash was taken out and replaced 
by Pierre Engvall on the third line with Ilya Mikheyev and Alex Kerfoot.  

Galchenyuk and Engvall were both healthy scratches in Game 1, despite 
solid production down the stretch for Toronto. Engvall scored four goals 
in his past five regular-season appearances, and Galchenyuk had five 
points (two goals, three assists) in his past seven games.  

“Both guys bring degrees of speed and skill,” said Keefe. “The dynamics 
of our group change when John's not in the lineup. So I just felt we had to 
make some changes to compensate for that and give us a little bit more 
of a push offensively and have greater depth throughout in the skill and 
speed department.” 

As for Foligno transitioning to centre, Keefe acknowledged the Leafs 
don’t have many options at that position, but that Foligno was eager to 
make the move even during Thursday’s game.  

“He was telling me on the bench he was comfortable going to centre,” 
Keefe said. “He’s got a lot of previous experience there. And even when 
he plays last wing, he's usually high in the offensive zone and usually the 
first guy back. He's very comfortable playing down low in our own end, so 
it's a pretty natural fit there.” 

In addition to lineup adjustments, the Leafs know what else needs to be 
different in Game 2. There’s the abysmal power play, that was 0-for-4 on 
Thursday (Toronto’s penalty kill was excellent though, going 5-for-5 
against the Habs). And there's how the Leafs were outhit by Montreal 55-
27, although Keefe joked that the wide disparity proved “[whoever] 
counts the hits in a game [is] definitely not a Leaf fan.” 

What’s done is done now, though. And the Leafs are back in familiar 
territory missing a key piece of their roster in a first-round series.  

Toronto lost Jake Muzzin in another scary scene during last August's 
qualifying-round series against Columbus. Muzzin was cross-checked in 
Game 2 by Pierre-Luc Dubois and was out the rest of the way as the 
Leafs fell in five games to the Blue Jackets. 

Prior to that, Toronto lost former centre Nazem Kadri in two recent 
postseason rounds against Boston. Kadri was suspended for three 
games in 2018 and then for five games in 2019. The Leafs went on to 
lose both first-round series in seven games. 

That’s history Toronto is hoping won’t repeat itself.  

“I think we've been able to respond [to adversity] this season,” said 
Morgan Rielly. “We knew that during this playoff journey, it wasn't always 
going to be easy and we weren't going to win every game. Losses are 
bound to happen, so now it's important that we respond, we come back 
tomorrow confident with belief in our group. So the challenge is on us 
now to bring it tomorrow now and really show up.” 
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USA TODAY / Colorado Avalanche's Nazem Kadri suspended eight 
games for hit to head of St. Louis Blues' Justin Faulk 

 

Mike Brehm   | USA TODAY 

 

The NHL made the sixth career suspension of Colorado Avalanche 
forward Nazem Kadri the toughest, handing him eight games Friday for 
an illegal check to the head of St. Louis Blues defenseman Justin Faulk. 

If Colorado is eliminated before the full suspension is served, it will carry 
into the next regular season. 

The incident happened Wednesday in the third period of Game 2 of the 
West Division series, and Faulk left the game and didn't return. Blues 
players called for Kadri's suspension, and Faulk sat out Friday's Game 3. 

The league said Kadri made some contact with Faulk's shoulder and 
chest, but Faulk's head took the brunt of the contact. 

"Kadri elevates into this hit, delivering his shoulder pad up and into the 
head of Faulk," the league said in its suspension video. 

This marks the third time in four seasons that Kadri has been suspended 
for an infraction during the first round of the playoffs. 

While playing for the Toronto Maple Leafs, he got three playoff games in 
2018 for a hit from behind on the Boston Bruins' Tommy Wingels. The 
following year, he was suspended for the remainder of the first round 
(five games) for a Game 2 cross-check on the Bruins' Jake DeBrusk. 

His earlier three suspensions totaled 11 games. 
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The Maple Leafs traded the two-time 30-goal scorer to the Avalanche 
during the 2019 offseason. 

Kadri has been a key player for the Avalanche as a second-line center 
and physical player. But he has struggled this season, with one goal 
since March 23. 
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USA TODAY / Maple Leafs captain John Tavares released from hospital, 
out of playoffs indefinitely after scary stretcher incident 

 

Mike Brehm    

 

Toronto Maple Leafs captain John Tavares is out of the hospital and out 
of the NHL Stanley Cup playoffs indefinitely after being taken off the ice 
on a stretcher Thursday night. 

Tavares fell awkwardly after a collision with Montreal defenseman Ben 
Chiarot, and Canadiens forward Corey Perry tried to avoid him but 
caught him in the head with his knee. 

Tavares tried getting up, but trainers had him lie down and called for a 
stretcher. He gave a thumbs up on the way off the ice. 

Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said Friday that Tavares suffered a 
concussion on the play. 

"He was kept overnight for observation and is now resting at home under 
the care and supervision of team physicians," the Maple Leafs said in a 
statement. "Tavares will be out indefinitely." 

Tavares put out his own statement Friday, thanking well-wishers and 
medical professionals. 

"I look forward to when I can wear the Maple Leaf on my chest again," he 
tweeted. "Until then, I'll be cheering on the boys along with Leafs Nation 
as we compete in the Stanley Cup Playoffs." 

The Canadiens won 2-1 in Game 1, and the Maple Leafs will try to even 
the series at home on Saturday. 

"Everybody's thinking about John right now," teammate Alexander 
Kerfoot told reporters Friday. "Everyone's been in communication with 
him and from all accounts, he's doing well. We're happy with that. We've 
got to focus on winning hockey games here and obviously, it's a big 
boost knowing that he's doing well." 

Forward Auston Matthews said Tavares, the team's No. 3 scorer with 50 
points, had texted players from the hospital Thursday night. 

"All of us are going to have to step up in replacing him," Matthews said. 
"It's hard to replace a guy like him. He's our captain and our leader, and 
he's a guy who comes to the rink everyday and competes and works for 
everybody." 
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