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In a playoff pinch, Maxime Lajoie makes an unlikely Hurricanes debut  

By Luke DeCock  

It’s hard to imagine Maxime Lajoie thrown into more difficult 
circumstances for his debut with the Carolina Hurricanes: A 
road playoff game, in the middle of a hard-fought series, with 
the team’s best defenseman out. 

Lajoie had played in 62 NHL games with the Ottawa 
Senators before he was acquired in January, but none with 
his new teammates, and none in the playoffs. Still, the 
Hurricanes decided, with Jaccob Slavin out for the second 
straight game, they were better off throwing the 23-year-old 
into the deep end of the pool than going back to Jake 
Gardiner. So, in Lajoie went after spending the entire season 
with Chicago (AHL). 

Paired with Jani Hakanpaa, Lajoie ended up giving the 
Hurricanes close to 17 solid minutes. He was on the ice for 
one goal against, but he was also the Hurricanes’ best 
defenseman in terms of analytics at even strength, albeit in 
limited usage.  

“He did great,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “He 
didn’t look out of place. First couple shifts there, he had a 
couple chances to score right away. Ripped one right off the 
goalie’s head. He looked great. Again, that’s a tough spot to 
throw him in but I thought he was good.” 

Lajoie also wasn’t protected in any way, with that pairing sent 
out for most of the defensive-zone faceoffs and seeing plenty 
of time against the Nashville Predators’ top two lines, per 
Natural Stat Trick and Hockey Viz. 

“I wasn’t sure what to expect, to be honest with you,” Lajoie 
said. “They told me I was going to play and told me to play 
my game. That’s what I wanted to do. It was nice to see they 
have the confidence in me to take those faceoffs in critical 
situations.” 

Slavin’s absence from Games 2 and 3 remains the elephant 
in the room, and Brind’Amour tacitly acknowledged that if 
Slavin were healthy, Jake Bean might not have been on the 
ice against the Nashville Predators’ top line when Matt 
Duchene got past Bean to score the double-overtime winner 
Friday night. 

The Hurricanes continue to push Brett Pesce and Brady 
Skjei to their physical limit, and Dougie Hamilton was right 
with them Friday, but the unavoidable reality is this is not the 

same team without Slavin in the lineup. He remains 
questionable for Sunday’s Game 4, with the Hurricanes up 2-
1 in the series. 

“Obviously, there’s a huge hole back there with Jaccob not 
playing,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s obvious. (Pesce) has had to 
pick up the minutes and (Skjei) and all those guys back 
there. We’re putting some young kids in situations they 
probably wouldn’t have been in, because of the injury.” 

Sticking with Ned 

Under normal circumstances, it wouldn’t be surprising in the 
least to see Brind’Amour go to Petr Mrazek in Game 4, 
regardless of what happened in Game 3. The Hurricanes 
have been a multiple-goalie team under Brind’Amour, and in 
last year’s preliminary series against the New York Rangers, 
James Reimer started Game 3 and completed the sweep 
even though Mrazek staked the Hurricanes to a 2-0 lead. 

But Alex Nedeljkovic has been so good the past two games, 
Duchene outsmarting him by anticipating the poke-check on 
the winning goal notwithstanding, that there may be every 
reason to ride the hot hand. And with a Game 5 definitely on 
the books now, there’s no risk of Mrazek sitting out for an 
extended period of time as there would have been if 
Nedeljkovic started Game 4 of a potential Carolina sweep. 

Brind’Amour said it’s a question of mental and physical 
fatigue at this point after Nedeljkovic has played all 11 
periods of the series so far, stopping 103 of the 110 shots he 
has faced. Because the Hurricanes so often rotated their 
goalies during the regular season, none of them have been 
in this position. 

“The only way to take him out is just because he got 
overworked,” Brind’Amour said. “That’d be the only reason.” 

Tailwinds 

With two goals and three assists, Sebastian Aho is now fifth 
in playoff scoring in franchise history with 29 points. The four 
players ahead of him — Eric Staal, Ron Francis, 
Brind’Amour and Kevin Dineen — all played in at least 17 
more games than Aho’s 26. ... Aho was tied for fifth in the 
NHL this postseason going into Saturday’s games. Brett 
Pesce was tied for third among defensemen. ... Sunday will 
be Jordan Staal’s 100th playoff game.
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Here’s what the NHL fined the Canes’ Jordan Staal for tripping Preds’ Luke Kunin  

By Chip Alexander  

Carolina Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal has been fined 
$5,000 by the NHL for a “dangerous trip” on Luke Kunin of 
the Nashville Predators, the league said Saturday. 

The penalty is the maximum fine allowed under the league’s 
CBA, the NHL Department of Player Safety said. 

Staal and Kunin tangled in the Carolina zone during Game 3 
of their Stanley Cup playoff series, with Staal using his right 
leg to trip Kunin. The tripping penalty was called at 14:05 of 
the second period, allowing the Preds a 5-on-3 power play 
that they converted into their first power-play goal of the 
series. 

The Predators won the game 5-4 in double overtime. Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour expressed frustration about the 

officiating after the game, saying his team was battling hard 
but adding, “We’re fighting the refs.”  

Brind’Amour said Saturday that he was not criticizing the 
officiating or trying to send a “message” to the referees 

“I’m just telling you what happened from our point of view,” 
he said “I’m not blaming anybody. I’m just saying this is what 
has gone on. These are the facts. I’m not being critical, I’m 
just saying it happened and that it didn’t seem right to me. 
It’s not critical. “ 

Asked about Staal’s fine, Brind’Amour said: “I don’t handle 
any of that stuff. It seems weird he would get a maximum 
fine for that when I’ve seen a lot worse stuff go on here. I 
don’t know how they come up with all that.”

 

 

 

Civian: NHL officials aren’t biased, but they’re encouraging a lesser product 

By Sara Civian 

Remember Good habits SZN, when the Canes became the 
first team in the Central Division to clinch a playoff berth, 
then they … kinda … just kept winning? 

Center Vincent Trocheck was asked how they were planning 
on handling that stretch — would they pump the brakes and 
be careful to avoid pre-playoff injuries? 

“I don’t think anybody on this team’s thinking ‘be careful’ 
going into a hockey game — there’s a lot on the line,” he 
said at the time. “We’re trying to win every game going down 
the stretch here. Nobody wants to create bad habits going 
into the playoffs. ‘Being careful’ is definitely creating a bad 
habit. Everybody’s going to be coming to play just like they 
would the rest of the regular season.” 

I’ve been thinking of this quote ever since the end of Game 
3, a 5-4 decision the Canes lost in double overtime as the 
series shifted to Smashville. But we’ll get to that later. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour predicted it would be hard, and he 
obviously wasn’t wrong. 

“It’s going to be maybe the toughest game of the series,” he 
said after morning skate. “It’s going to be all hands on deck 
for us to be able to get this win. That’s the only way we can 
approach it. Every team would love to win the Stanley Cup in 
16 games, but that’s highly unlikely.” 

It’ll take at least 17 after Friday and, as heart-and-soul guy 
Brett Pesce said postgame, the Hurricanes had “tons” of 
chances to finish off the game. Instead, it was Matt Duchene 
bar down after 94 minutes, 54 seconds of game time. 

You missed Jaccob Slavin. You respected the Predators and 
their hard-fought, well-deserved win. But you’re probably still 
hanging out with the elephant in the room. 

“We played our butts off. Played great. Played hard. We’re 
playing a great team. I didn’t say it, but we’re in a battle. Like 
I said, Nashville is a phenomenal team, but we’re also 
fighting the refs. Plain and simple,” Brind’Amour said 
postgame. “You can’t tell me two games in a row we get 
seven, eight penalties and they get three. And when the 
game’s this even? That’s not right. That’s not right. I give my 
guys tons of credit for just sticking with it and going and 
playing their butts off and having a good chance to win. We 
still had a chance to win coming back. It wasn’t right. Two 
overtimes and a knick-knack penalty when there was stuff 
going on all over the ice? It just flipped the momentum and 
they scored on the next shift after because we were out of 
rotation. That’s not how it should go. I didn’t tell them that, 
but I’m proud of my group because they just battled.” 

He was not the only NHL coach speaking up against the 
quality of officiating Friday night. 

“The refereeing, every game, we get one or two calls. It’s 
usually late in the third period. They’re getting four a game or 
five a game. I mean, it’s not that lopsided,” Blues coach 
Craig Berube said. “I’m not sure why we don’t get the calls 
that we deserve. (Colton) Parayko gets tripped in the corner. 
They go down and score a goal. He gets tripped in the 
corner, slew-footed, and they don’t call it, OK? And it cost us 
a goal. It’s terrible. It’s so one-sided, it’s not even funny.” 

The Predators have had 14 power plays in the past two 
games to the Hurricanes’ six. In both Game 2 and Game 3, 
Nashville had seven power plays to Carolina’s three. 

At least that’s consistent? 

Yeah, the Canes technically can kill almost all of these 
penalties (even without Slavin), and yeah, the Predators 
have been notorious for stinking on the power play since 
1999. But I think the Canes were officially over this when the 
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Predators capitalized on a five-on-three Friday night, 
meanwhile, captain Jordan Staal was getting stitched up 
from a stray puck in between overtime periods after a non-
call on a slash during a Grade A scoring chance that went 
unpenalized. 

“No comment,” Staal said when asked about the officiating. 

Or maybe it was the hooking penalty in double overtime, or 
the delay of game on Warren Foegele that led to a Predators 
goal. 

Or, perhaps, this has all been brewing since Brock McGinn 
was called for embellishment in Game 1, though Erik Haula 
was free to embellish in Game 2. McGinn was definitely 
embellishing, but are we calling this penalty or not? 

I’ve been over certain aspects of the officiating since the 
second period of Game 2 lasted 42 minutes. Not only did the 
officials micromanage that entire game to the point of 
unwatchability, but then they also decided to stand there and 
watch Matt Benning punch Jordan Martinook at least five 
times after he was already down on the ice. 

Listen, you will never convince me that the officials are 
explicitly and/or intentionally biased. This is a game of 
mistakes with a rulebook full of ambiguity that only becomes 
more blurry as the stakes get higher. For the most part, the 
men in stripes are doing their best. 

There have been a few calls and non-calls that have gone 
the Canes’ way, like a non-penalized puck over glass in 
overtime. But that’s how it should be in the playoffs, and as 
brilliant color commentator AJ Mleczko pointed out, it’s not in 
the spirit of the rule to call that penalty right there. Or at least 

that’s the code we’d adhered to forever, and that’s the level 
of officiating most of us assumed we’d be getting as the 
playoffs rolled around. 

Are we changing this or not? If so, can we get a leaguewide 
memo or something? 

My issue isn’t that the calls are lopsided in the Predators’ 
favor, my issue is why this is the case. 

If their track record through these three games is any 
indication, the referees are encouraging diving and 
discouraging any semblance of game flow. And if you’re an 
underdog like Nashville, you’d be stupid not to play along. Of 
course, the Predators have morphed their game as a survival 
tactic. 

But if you’re the Canes, a team with expectations of a long 
playoff run and perpetually trying to maintain “good habits,” 
you would be stupid to play along — sort of. As Trocheck 
said before the playoffs, “Being careful is definitely creating a 
bad habit.” 

The Canes thrive on a fast, fearless game, with everyone 
(even goalie Alex Nedeljkovic) jumping the rush. 

The Hurricanes need to focus on the bigger picture, and they 
aren’t winning the Stanley Cup if they lose that mentality. As 
Brind’Amour always says, their process can’t change or bend 
to any opponent. Now the officials seem like an opponent of 
their own. 

The Canes will just have to figure out a way to defeat them 
and the Predators while sticking to their game.
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NHL picks today: Expert predictions, odds for Capitals-Bruins, Hurricanes-Predators, Jets-
Oilers and Avalanche-Blues 

By The Athletic NHL Staff 

The Boston Bruins have the Washington Capitals on the 
brink of elimination after losing the first game in Washington. 
The Bruins could be the first team to advance to the second 
round in the Metropolitan EastDivision with a win on Sunday. 
Colorado can also advance to the second round with a win 
against the St. Louis Blues. The Athletic’s NHL writers 
continue to make their daily picks for each Stanley Cup 
playoff game. 

Game 5 — Boston Bruins (-135) at Washinton Capitals 
(+110) 
Total: 5.5 

Eric Duhatschek Washington Capitals  

Sean Gentille Boston Bruins 

Dom Luszczyszyn Boston Bruins 

Scott Burnside Boston Bruins 

Sean McIndoe Boston Bruins 

Game 4: Bruins 4, Capitals 1 (Boston leads 3-1) 

The series had been airtight for three games. All three had 
gone to overtime — double, at that, in Game 3. The Bruins 
blew that all to bits in Game 4 with a dominant win to take 
command of the series. Boston controlled the game the 
entire way by skating well, making good decisions and 
smothering most of Washington’s chances. At one point, the 
Bruins had blocked six of Alex Ovechkin’s seven attempts. 
The only puck that beat Tuukka Rask was an Ovechkin 
broken-stick shot that tumbled in off Brandon Carlo. “Boy, we 
didn’t give up too much,” said coach Bruce Cassidy. 

Meanwhile, David Pastrnak, who had shot sideways for the 
first three games, found his aim. Pastrnak buried the game-
winning power-play goal in the third period. He set up Brad 
Marchand for a net-front man-advantage tip. The Bruins’ lone 
blemish: the loss of Kevan Miller after a high hit from Dmitry 
Orlov. Miller was taken to the hospital for tests. — Fluto 
Shinzawa 

Game 4 — Carolina Hurricanes (-145) at Nashville Predators 
(+120) 
Total: 5.5 

Eric Duhatschek Nashville Predators 

Sean Gentille Carolina Hurricanes  

Dom Luszczyszyn Nashville Predators 

Scott Burnside Carolina Hurricanes  

Sean McIndoe Carolina Hurricanes 

Game 3: Predators 5, Hurricanes 4, 2OT (Carolina leads 2-1) 

The largest crowd for an NHL game this season — 12,135 — 
gathered inside Bridgestone Arena on Friday, hoping for the 
best. Down 2-0 in their first-round series with the Carolina 
Hurricanes, Game 3 was effectively a must-win situation for 
the Predators. At 14:54 of the second overtime, Matt 
Duchene gathered a long-range flip pass from Roman Josi 
and beat Alex Nedeljkovic to keep the Predators’ hopes 
alive. Earlier in the week, Predators coach John Hynes 
challenged his top players to take charge. In addition to 
Duchene, Ryan Ellis, Filip Forsberg and Ryan Johansen 
scored for the Predators, who have never trailed 3-0 in a 
playoff series. — Adam Vingan 

Game 4 — Colorado Avalanche (-225) at St. Louis Blues 
(+190) 
Total: 5.5 

Eric Duhatschek St. Louis Blues  

Sean Gentille Colorado Avalanche 

Dom Luszczyszyn Colorado Avalanche 

Scott Burnside Colorado Avalanche 

Sean McIndoe Colorado Avalanche 

Game 3: Avalanche 5, Blues 1 (Colorado leads 3-0) 

The Avalanche didn’t get goals from any of their five leading 
regular-season goal scorers. Mikko Rantanen didn’t score. 
Neither did Nathan MacKinnon. Or Gabriel Landeskog. Or 
Andre Burakovsky or Joonas Donskoi. But that’s only a small 
consolation prize for the Blues: Colorado still rolled to take a 
commanding 3-0 series lead. The Avalanche benefited from 
an onslaught of depth scoring. Defenseman Ryan Graves 
had a three-point night on his 26th birthday, and fourth-liner 
Alex Newhook logged his first NHL goal. Philipp Grubauer 
was stingy in net, and now Colorado is a win away from 
advancing to Round 2 for the third year in a row. — Peter 
Baugh 

Game 3 — Edmonton Oilers (-125) at Winnipeg Jets (+105) 
Total: 5.5 

Eric Duhatschek Edmonton Oilers  

Sean Gentille Edmonton Oilers 
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Dom Luszczyszyn Edmonton Oilers 

Scott Burnside Edmonton Oilers 

Sean McIndoe Edmonton Oilers 

Game 2: Jets 1, Oilers 0, OT (Winnipeg leads 2-0) 

From down and counted out to a 2-0 series lead, the Jets 
have defied the critics and the odds. Connor McDavid and 

Leon Draisaitl are point-less through two games, Connor 
Hellebuyck is playing out of his mind, and Paul Stastny’s 
overtime winner sends Winnipeg home to Bell MTS Place in 
control of the series. For a team that struggled so badly 
against the Edmonton Oilers all season, the only way this 
story could read more like a fairytale is if there were a 
patented Winnipeg whiteout waiting for them in their home 
rink. It’s been a game of inches — just ask Dylan DeMelo 
after his desperate shot block — but the Jets have turned 
those inches into a massive head start in the race to four 
wins. — Murat Ates

 

 

 

 

Lajoie Revels in Playoff Debut With Canes 

Lajoie: 'It's a huge difference. The atmosphere and 
everything. Everyone has to be at the top of their game' 

By Michael Smith 

NASHVILLE - It was Maxime Lajoie's first shift in a Carolina 
Hurricanes sweater and his first shift in the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, and twice, Ryan Johansen rubbed Lajoie out along 
the bench-side boards. Lajoie said he saw the first hit 
coming, but he wasn't exactly expecting the second dust-up 
as he rolled a line change. 

"That's when I found it was playoff hockey," he smiled. 
"Pretty intense." 

It had been since Dec. 2019 that Lajoie had last played a 
game in the National Hockey League. He skated in 62 
games over two seasons with the Ottawa Senators, and the 
Canes acquired him just before the start of the 2020-21 
season. He totaled 21 points (6g, 15a) in 27 games with the 
Chicago Wolves this season, and with Jaccob Slavin 
sidelined for the second straight game with a lower-body 
injury, the Canes turned to Lajoie on their third pair alongside 
Jani Hakanpaa. 

Canes head coach Rod Brind'Amour told Lajoie to play his 
game. The 23-year-old defenseman worked through video 
with assistant coach Dean Chynoweth. 

And then? Then, it was just time to play. 

"I wasn't sure what to expect, to be honest with you," Lajoie 
said in a Zoom interview on Saturday. "I was just really 
happy to get the chance." 

Family and friends back home were keeping a close eye on 
No. 42. 

"A couple of my buddies had to cancel tee times back home 
to watch the game," Lajoie said. "It was really exciting for 
them and me too. No playoffs in the AHL and being up here 

for the first time in a year playing in the NHL, it was really 
awesome and fun." 

It was quite the shift in atmosphere, too, to go from playing 
AHL games in a practice rink to being tossed into Game 3 of 
the First Round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs in front of more 
than 12,000 fans in Nashville. 

"It's a huge difference," he said. "The atmosphere and 
everything. Everyone has to be at the top of their game. I 
think that's the biggest difference." 

Playoff hockey is indeed a different animal - it's the best 
hockey, really - but Lajoie didn't look out of place in his first 
career NHL postseason contest. He played nearly 17 
minutes in the double-overtime thriller and recorded three 
shots on goal, one additional shot attempt, a hit and a 
blocked shot. His first career postseason shot on goal was a 
high wrister that clanked off Juuse Saros' helmet and skied 
in the air. Lajoie had a decent look in the second overtime, 
too, when he stepped into a shot that Saros bodied down. 

"The kid played really well. I thought he skated well and 
made the right decisions when he had the puck. He just 
played steady, and that's what you want," Jordan Staal said 
after the game. "He showed great poise and good skating 
ability." 

Whether Lajoie dresses for Game 4 on Sunday afternoon 
might depend on the status of Slavin, who might as well be 
considered a game-time decision for the foreseeable future. 
But Lajoie, thrown into a powder keg of emotions and 
physicality and intensity, showed why he was so highly 
regarded in Chicago this season. After a weird season of 
COVID-19 restrictions, no fans, no playoffs and a truncated 
schedule in the AHL, experiencing the magic that is the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs and handling it as if it wasn't his first 
game with a new team in a new season altogether is worth 
savoring for Lajoie. 
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"It was pretty cool. I've never really experienced that before," 
he smiled. "That was really fun.

 

Game 4 Preview: Hurricanes at Predators 

Canes look to bounce back from double-overtime loss 

By Michael Smith 

NASHVILLE - After a heartbreaking finish in double overtime 
of Game 3, the Carolina Hurricanes look to rebound against 
the Nashville Predators in a Sunday matinee. 

Game 4 

(1) Carolina Hurricanes at (4) Nashville Predators 

Carolina leads series 2-1 

Sunday, May 23, 2:30 p.m. 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports app, NBCSN 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

About Game 3 

The Canes were on the wrong side of the final score in the 
second-longest playoff game in franchise history, as they 
dropped a 5-4 decision to the Predators in double overtime. 
Brett Pesce tied Game 3 with 3:21 left in regulation, but Matt 

Duchene netted the winning goal at the 14:54 mark of the 
second OT period. 

"That's playoff hockey. It was a grind of a game. They're 
going to be tight," Jordan Staal said. "I thought the boys 
battled hard. We were on the wrong side of this one, but 
we're going to come back with an even better effort next 
game." 

Numbers to Know 

100: Jordan Staal will skate in his 100th career postseason 
contest in Game 4. Jordan and his brother Marc, who has 
played in 107 career Stanley Cup Playoff games, will 
become the ninth set of brothers in NHL history to each 
reach the century mark in playoff games played. 

5: Sebastian Aho tallied a goal and two assists in Game 3 to 
claim sole possession of the fifth-most postseason points 
(29) in franchise history behind only Eric Staal (43), Ron 
Francis (39), Rod Brind'Amour (38) and Kevin Dineen (31). 

1: Vincent Trocheck and Brett Pesce each netted his first 
career postseason goal in Game 3. Trocheck scored his goal 
on the power play, marking the second consecutive game in 
which the Canes have gone 1-for-3 on the man advantage.
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Staal fined $5,000 for actions in Hurricanes game 

Center penalized maximum amount for dangerous trip 
against Predators forward Kunin 

By NHL Public Relations 

NEW YORK -- Carolina Hurricanes forward Jordan Staal has 
been fined $5,000, the maximum allowable under the 
Collective Bargaining Agreement, for a dangerous trip 
against Nashville Predators forward Luke Kunin during 
Game 3 of the teams' First Round series in Nashville on 

Friday, May 21, the National Hockey League's Department of 
Player Safety announced today. 

The incident occurred at 13:56 of the second period. Staal 
was assessed a minor penalty for tripping. 

The money goes to the Players' Emergency Assistance 
Fund.

 

3 Keys: Hurricanes at Predators, Game 4 of first round 

Nedeljkovic's workload concern for Carolina; Nashville needs 
continued production from top line 

By Tracey Myers 

No. 1 Hurricanes at No. 4 Predators 

2:30 p.m. ET; NBCSN, SN, TVAS, BSSO 

Carolina leads best-of-7 series, 2-1 

The Carolina Hurricanes could make a goalie change when 
they try to push the Nashville Predators to the brink in Game 
4 of the Stanley Cup First Round at Bridgestone Arena on 
Sunday. 

Matt Duchene's goal at 14:54 of double overtime gave the 
Predators a 5-4 win in Game 3 on Friday. Nashville goalie 
Juuse Saros made 52 saves on 56 shots for his second 
Stanley Cup Playoff win. 

Carolina rookie goalie Alex Nedeljkovic made 49 of 54 saves 
in his first playoff loss, after he had allowed two goals on 56 
shots winning the first two games. Nedeljkovic has a 1.96 
goals-against average and .936 save percentage but his 
heavy workload could influence Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour to start Petr Mrazek or James Reimer in Game 
4.    

"We have a small group going on the ice right now and then 
we'll make our decision on that," Brind'Amour said Saturday. 
"That is the concern, not his play, but just the mental and 
physical grind, because we haven't really given that to our 
goalies this year. We've really spaced it out, so that's the 
discussion we'll have here shortly." 

Mrazek is 11-14 with a 2.31 GAA and .914 save percentage 
in 27 postseson games (26 starts). Reimer is 5-5-0 with a 
2.70 GAA and .925 save percentage in 11 postseason 
games (10 starts). 

Teams that take a 2-1 lead in a best-of-7 Stanley Cup Playoff 
series are 362-154 (.702), including 12-1 in 2020. 

Here are three keys for Game 4: 

1. PREDATORS TOP LINE RESPONDS 

Duchene was moved to right wing on Nashville's No. 1 line 
with left wing Filip Forsberg and center Ryan Johansen in 
Game 3. The three, who played together in the final game of 
the regular season, came through Friday. Forsberg gave 
Nashville a 2-1 lead with 25 seconds remaining in the first 
period, Johansen gave the Predators a 4-3 lead at 5:01 of 
the third and Duchene scored the winner. 

"''Fil' and I, every time we played together, we found ways to 
produce and score goals," Duchene said. "Playing with 'Jo,' 
he does a lot of things that don't get recognized. He's such a 
strong player, great defensively, makes so many good little 
passes and plays. Tonight, we scored three goals, that's 
what we're expected to do. We pulled our weight tonight." 

2. PESCE CARRYING EXTRA MINUTES 

Hurricanes defenseman Brett Pesce has played more 
minutes in the absence of Jaccob Slavin, who has missed 
the past two games with a lower-body injury. Pesce played 
an NHL career-high 39:27 in Game 3 and scored the tying 
goal with 3:21 remaining in the third period. 

"He's been an absolute animal all year, really," Hurricanes 
center Jordan Staal said. "With the big guy (Slavin) out, man 
has he stepped up and played well. He's done everything. 
Another great game by him and he battles hard and you've 
got to love it. He's going to keep leading our group back 
there and we're going to find a way to win next game." 

3. TURN THE PAGE 

The Predators didn't expect to revel in their Game 3 win for 
long. They've never come back to win a best-of-7 series 
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when trailing 2-1 (0-10). Nashville can feel better about its 
game, but knows it will need another great effort in Game 4. 

"I thought we played well throughout how many minutes it 
ended up being, but I thought we were in control for the most 
part," Forsberg said of Game 3. "It was a step in the right 
direction. I think we've been getting better since Game 1. We 
got rewarded with a big win and we're looking to do the same 
on Sunday." 

HURRICANES PROJECTED LINEUP 

Andrei Svechnikov -- Sebastian Aho -- Teuvo Teravainen 

Nino Niederreiter -- Vincent Trocheck -- Martin Necas 

Warren Foegele -- Jordan Staal -- Jesper Fast 

Jordan Martinook -- Steven Lorentz -- Brock McGinn 

Brady Skjei -- Dougie Hamilton 

Jake Bean -- Brett Pesce 

Maxime Lajoie -- Jani Hakanpaa 

Alex Nedeljkovic 

Petr Mrazek 

Scratched: Morgan Geekie, Jake Gardiner, Max McCormick, 
Drew Shore, Roland McKeown, Joakim Ryan, Joey Keane, 
Ryan Suzuki, James Reimer 

Injured: Jaccob Slavin (lower body), Cedric Paquette (lower 
body) 

PREDATORS PROJECTED LINEUP 

Filip Forsberg -- Ryan Johansen -- Matt Duchene 

Eeli Tolvanen -- Mikael Granlund -- Luke Kunin 

Calle Jarnkrok -- Erik Haula -- Nick Cousins 

Yakov Trenin -- Colton Sissons -- Tanner Jeannot 

Roman Josi -- Alexandre Carrier 

Mattias Ekholm -- Ryan Ellis 

Ben Harpur -- Matt Benning 

Juuse Saros 

Pekka Rinne 

Scratched: Erik Gudbranson, Rocco Grimaldi, Brad 
Richardson, Tyler Lewington, David Farrance, Michael 
McCarron, Jeremy Davies, Rem Pitlick, Mathieu Olivier, 
Dante Fabbro, Kasimir Kaskisuo  

Injured: Victor Arvidsson (upper body), Luca Sbisa (lower 
body), Mark Borowiecki (upper body), Mathieu Olivier (lower 
body) 

Status report 

The Hurricanes held a limited skate Saturday and the 
Predators were off. ... Arvidsson, a forward who did not play 
Friday, is day to day.
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Hurricanes take 2-1 lead into game 4 against the Predators 

Carolina Hurricanes (36-12-8, first in the Central Division 
during the regular season) vs. Nashville Predators (31-23-2, 
fourth in the Central Division during the regular season) 

Nashville, Tennessee; Sunday, 2:30 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Predators +113, 
Hurricanes -136; over/under is 5.5 

NHL PLAYOFFS FIRST ROUND: Hurricanes lead series 2-1 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes visit the Nashville 
Predators in the first round of the NHL Playoffs with a 2-1 
lead in the series. The teams meet Sunday for the 12th time 
this season. The Predators won the previous meeting 5-4 in 
overtime. 

The Predators are 31-23-2 against the rest of their division. 
Nashville averages 9.2 penalty minutes per game, the 
eighth-most in the league. Mathieu Olivier leads the team 
serving 70 total minutes. 

The Hurricanes are 36-12-8 against division opponents. 
Carolina is eighth in the league averaging 5.5 assists per 
game, led by Sebastian Aho with 0.6. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Mattias Ekholm leads the Predators 
with a plus-19 in 48 games this season. Erik Haula has four 
goals and three assists over the last 10 games for Nashville. 

Aho has 57 total points while scoring 24 goals and totaling 
33 assists for the Hurricanes. Teuvo Teravainen has four 
goals and four assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Predators: 6-4-0, averaging three goals , 
five assists, four penalties and 9.1 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.4 goals per game with a .932 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 6-2-2, averaging three goals , 4.4 assists, 4.3 
penalties and 9.7 penalty minutes while giving up 2.3 goals 
per game with a .920 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Predators: Viktor Arvidsson: day to day (upper 
body). 

Hurricanes: Jaccob Slavin: day to day (lower body).
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Aho, Lajoie on preparing for Game 4  

The Carolina Hurricanes had a rest day as they prepare to 
face the Nashville Predators again on Sunday afternoon.  

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes are coming off a tough, Game 3, 5-
4 double overtime loss to the Nashville Predators Friday 
night at Bridgestone Arena, but the team is just ready to 
move on. 

With a recovery day today, the team feels they will be ready 
for any challenge they may face for Game 4. 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour as well as Sebastian Aho and 
Max Lajoie spoke with the media via Zoom Saturday 
afternoon. Here’s what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On moving past a hard loss in a double overtime: To be 
honest, those are harder loss. If you’re going to lose you’d 
rather lose five to nothing or something because you can 
easily park that. When you lose a game like that with kind of 
everything that went on it definitely sits with you more 
because just one play here or there makes the difference. 
But that’s why it’s nice to have a little day in between here 
where there’s no practice and we’re not going onto the ice. 
It’s just looking up old video sessions and I think you get a 
good sense to regroup and come at it again tomorrow. That’s 
how we approached everything all year. It’s one day at a 
time and I think we’ve moved on already.  

On his comments on officiating: I wasn’t sending any 
message. It was just the facts. These guys are great by the 
way. I’ve said this all year and all the time. It’s an impossible 
job that they have to do. Absolutely impossible job. You can 
not ref this game live. It is impossible. Everything looks like a 
penalty, everything looks like not a penalty. You stick a video 
screen down here and two seconds later I go, “Oh, that’s not 
a penalty.” They don’t get that look. Even the over the glass 
thing. It doesn’t make any sense. 20,000 people or however 
many all get a review of it. We’re all seeing it and reviewing 
and they have to huddle without a review of it. Not sure how 
you’re supposed to call that. The common sense part is 
where I’m just like, “Really?” It doesn’t make sense. Then 
that leads to a 5-on-3 and they get it, by the way we lost by a 
goal in overtime. Doesn’t matter what happened in the 
second period. Everything adds up and that’s the frustrating 
part and what the frustration is with players and everything. It 
blows over to me, and it’s nothing against the referees. 
These guys are awesome. I know these guys. Talk to them 
after games. You run into them. They’re the greatest officials 
around. They have an impossible job. 

On if the team changes anything about the nutrition when 
players are logging an additional 30+ minutes of game time 

in a day: That’s a good question. Our trainers, Billy 
Burniston, were scrambling to be honest with you. You could 
see it after regulation games. Now, we got to get their 
nutrition going. They’re doing the shakes, they’re doing the 
food. You could see them in hyperdrive trying to figure out, 
“Okay, we’ve got to keep these guys energized.” That’s why 
today is just a recovery day. It would have been anyway, but 
it’s important to manage that whole thing. Your rest and your 
nutrition so you can be your best tomorrow. 

On Alex Nedeljkovic starting tomorrow: We haven’t met with 
him yet. We have a small group going on the ice right now 
and then we’ll make our decision off of that on kind of who 
goes in goal. The concern is not his play, but just the mental 
and physical grind because we really hadn’t given that to our 
goalies this year. We’ve really spaced it out. So that’s the 
discussion we’ll have here shortly. 

On guarding his frustrations with officiating from the locker 
room: How do you not think about it. I’m just on the bench 
like you watching it. They’re the ones out there losing their 
minds that this is going on. I think they want someone to say, 
“Hey, help me. Stand up for us,” to be honest with you. It 
doesn’t effect us. They’re still going to go out and kill another 
penalty. They’re going to do it. It’s clear to me, and I said it 
last night, that something’s not quite right. If these are 
penalties, I can guarantee you that I can find them, because 
we did. Went through the whole game and they were 
happening the other way too. So something wasn’t right over 
these last two games. That’s all I’m saying. No problem on 
the penalties, but if you want to call them here, they better be 
called the other way. And that’s where you get this frustration 
on my part and the player’s part. It’s done. We move on and 
we’ll see how it goes. 

On any regrets on making his comments on officiating public 
and the Jordan Staal fine: I thought I was very nice about it. 
I’m just telling you what happened from our point of view. I’m 
not blaming anybody. I’m just saying this is what has gone 
on. These are the facts. I’m not being critical, I’m just saying 
it happened and that it didn’t seem right to me. It’s not 
critical. And Jordo getting a fine on that play. I don’t handle 
any of that stuff. It’s just again between the players. It just 
seemed weird that he would get a maximum fine for that 
when I’ve seen a lot worse stuff going on here. I don’t know 
how they come up with all that.  

On having his player’s backs: When it’s warranted, you want 
your coach to at least say what you’re feeling. Again, I’m not 
being critical of the officiating, I’m just making light of the 
point that in the last two games, we’ve been killing 25 
minutes of penalties and getting six minutes of power plays. 
That doesn’t seem right. It’s not like they are blowing us out 
of the water and the ice is tilted like this. It just doesn’t seem 
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quite right and that’s what I’m saying. We’re moved on. 
Tomorrow’s a new day. End of story. 

On Jake Bean and the game-winning goal: That’s tough. 
Those high flips, they got two goals on them. It’s a nothing 
play, but it can become a very valuable play. Everyone’s 
doing them. Just flip it out. It’s hard to defend and it bounces 
crazy. You saw it in the Florida and Tampa game the other 
night in overtime. The exact same thing. Just a flipper out 
and then how it bounces. Does he have to play it a little 
differently? Yep. We’ll go over that with him, but it’s hard to 
put blame on him. It’s one of those things that happens. It’s 
part of hockey. He’s going to have to deal with the ups and 
downs of hockey. That’s part of being a pro. 

Sebastian Aho 

On Rod Brind’Amour: First of all, he created this culture we 
have right now. It’s mostly because of him. There’s other 
guys too and players have to buy in and stuff like that, but he 
created that. It’s been great for us. He set the bar high from 
day one and that was the great thing. For me individually, 
he’s been helping a lot especially when he moved me to 
center. Obviously he was one of the best when he played 
and he knows a thing or two about playing center in the NHL. 
He’s helped me a lot and he’s been a great coach for me and 
the team and our organization. 

On playing system hockey: We play a pretty similar game 
with all four lines. Through the lineup, the system is there, 
but then again it’s hockey so you can’t control everything. 
There’s going to be chances and when you get them you 
want to use your skill and make the plays. That’s how I feel. 
It doesn’t tie me up. We play a grind game, but I still can use 
my skill whenever I have a chance with the puck. It’s not like 
the system doesn’t allow me to make plays. It’s just 
whenever there’s a chance, I try to make a play and create 
some offense.  

On sticking with their game: I don’t think we have to worry 
about any of that stuff outside of playing hockey and trying to 
win a game. Every game is important and you just want to do 
your best to help your team win. That’s about it. 

On dealing with the tough loss in double overtime: To me, it’s 
just one game. We lost it and they won. The series 
continues. In the past, it was different for us because it was a 
Game 7 and the series was over so the stakes were even 
bigger. But they got a win and tomorrow is a new opportunity 
for us to get a win. Everything just continues. 

On the officiating from Game 3 and Brind’Amour’s comments 
sticking up for the team: I heard the comments, but as a 
player you just do your own job. To me, I just think I want to 

play a good game tomorrow and do my best. We’re a tight 
group. We’re not going to let any of that stuff get into us. 
We’re preparing ourselves to be ready tomorrow and no 
matter what happens in the game, we play our own game 
and do our best. 

On the quick turnaround for Game 4: We have this whole 
day to relax and recover and tomorrow is a new day. I don’t 
think it affects us in any way. We’ve all played afternoon 
games before and I don’t think it matters at all. 

Max Lajoie 

On stepping right into a playoff game that went to double 
overtime: It was pretty cool. I never really experienced it 
before, the playoff experience. That was really fun and to 
have a crowd like that to hear was nice. I thought we played 
pretty well, but it just didn’t go our way in the end. 

On his expected responsibilities coming in: I wasn’t too sure 
what to expect to be honest with you. They told me that I was 
going to play and they just told me to play my game. That’s 
what I wanted to do. It’s nice to see that they have 
confidence in me to be out there for those faceoffs in critical 
times and be on the ice against the top lines. 

On his shot that went off of Juuse Saros’ helmet and if he 
thought it was going in: I did. I wasn’t sure if it hit his helmet 
at first or the crossbar, but yeah I was hoping that was going 
to go in for sure.  

On the timeline for finding out he was going to play: I talked 
with Rod and then did some video with [Dean Chynoweth] 
and he told me that I was going to be in. That was nice to 
hear after a tough year with the COVID situation in the AHL 
and no playoffs. I was really happy to get the chance. We 
weren’t sure at first just with Slavin being possible to get in. 
So he told me just to be ready. I just planned on being in, but 
at the same time I wasn’t sure. I was really happy to get in.  

On the Chicago Wolves being split with the Hurricanes and 
Predators: It was pretty good. We had a good team and a 
bunch of good guys, so that was awesome. But played 
against Jeannot and Carrier last night a couple of guys that I 
knew and then Duchene and Harpur who I knew from 
Ottawa. It’s kind of weird at the same time, but it’s playoffs, 
right? You’re going against everyone. 

On the limited number of games he got to play this year: It 
wasn’t a lot of games with COVID and all that. We had some 
weeks were we had to cancel games and reschedule them. 
But I tried to be as ready as possible for last night and I 
thought I felt pretty good.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251609368.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251610798.html 

https://theathletic.com/2605737/2021/05/22/civian-nhl-officials-arent-biased-but-theyre-encouraging-a-lesser-product/ 
https://theathletic.com/2607071/2021/05/23/nhl-picks-today-expert-predictions-odds-for-capitals-bruins-hurricanes-predators-jets-oilers-and-

avalanche-blues-3/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/maxime-lajoie-revels-in-playoff-debut-with-canes/c-324924370 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/game-4-preview-carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators/c-324920408 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-jordan-staal-fined-for-tripping/c-324917774 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-game-4-preview/c-324926488 
https://apnews.com/article/nc-state-wire-carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-nhl-hockey-bfbbd96da3cd4218b40eab4d2148165f 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/22/22449109/they-said-it-brindamour-aho-lajoie-on-preparing-for-game-4-nhl-playoffs-slavin-nedeljkovic 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1213798 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

In a playoff pinch, Maxime Lajoie makes an unlikely Hurricanes debut 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

MAY 22, 2021 02:31 PM 

  

It’s hard to imagine Maxime Lajoie thrown into more difficult 
circumstances for his debut with the Carolina Hurricanes: A road playoff 
game, in the middle of a hard-fought series, with the team’s best 
defenseman out. 

Lajoie had played in 62 NHL games with the Ottawa Senators before he 
was acquired in January, but none with his new teammates, and none in 
the playoffs. Still, the Hurricanes decided, with Jaccob Slavin out for the 
second straight game, they were better off throwing the 23-year-old into 
the deep end of the pool than going back to Jake Gardiner. So, in Lajoie 
went after spending the entire season with Chicago (AHL). 

Paired with Jani Hakanpaa, Lajoie ended up giving the Hurricanes close 
to 17 solid minutes. He was on the ice for one goal against, but he was 
also the Hurricanes’ best defenseman in terms of analytics at even 
strength, albeit in limited usage. 

“He did great,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “He didn’t look 
out of place. First couple shifts there, he had a couple chances to score 
right away. Ripped one right off the goalie’s head. He looked great. 
Again, that’s a tough spot to throw him in but I thought he was good.” 

Lajoie also wasn’t protected in any way, with that pairing sent out for 
most of the defensive-zone faceoffs and seeing plenty of time against the 
Nashville Predators’ top two lines, per Natural Stat Trick and Hockey Viz. 

“I wasn’t sure what to expect, to be honest with you,” Lajoie said. “They 
told me I was going to play and told me to play my game. That’s what I 

wanted to do. It was nice to see they have the confidence in me to take 
those faceoffs in critical situations.” 

Slavin’s absence from Games 2 and 3 remains the elephant in the room, 
and Brind’Amour tacitly acknowledged that if Slavin were healthy, Jake 
Bean might not have been on the ice against the Nashville Predators’ top 
line when Matt Duchene got past Bean to score the double-overtime 
winner Friday night. 

The Hurricanes continue to push Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei to their 
physical limit, and Dougie Hamilton was right with them Friday, but the 
unavoidable reality is this is not the same team without Slavin in the 
lineup. He remains questionable for Sunday’s Game 4, with the 
Hurricanes up 2-1 in the series. 

“Obviously, there’s a huge hole back there with Jaccob not playing,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It’s obvious. (Pesce) has had to pick up the minutes 
and (Skjei) and all those guys back there. We’re putting some young kids 
in situations they probably wouldn’t have been in, because of the injury.” 

STICKING WITH NED 

Under normal circumstances, it wouldn’t be surprising in the least to see 
Brind’Amour go to Petr Mrazek in Game 4, regardless of what happened 
in Game 3. The Hurricanes have been a multiple-goalie team under 
Brind’Amour, and in last year’s preliminary series against the New York 
Rangers, James Reimer started Game 3 and completed the sweep even 
though Mrazek staked the Hurricanes to a 2-0 lead. 

But Alex Nedeljkovic has been so good the past two games, Duchene 
outsmarting him by anticipating the poke-check on the winning goal 
notwithstanding, that there may be every reason to ride the hot hand. 
And with a Game 5 definitely on the books now, there’s no risk of Mrazek 
sitting out for an extended period of time as there would have been if 
Nedeljkovic started Game 4 of a potential Carolina sweep. 

Brind’Amour said it’s a question of mental and physical fatigue at this 
point after Nedeljkovic has played all 11 periods of the series so far, 
stopping 103 of the 110 shots he has faced. Because the Hurricanes so 
often rotated their goalies during the regular season, none of them have 
been in this position. 
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“The only way to take him out is just because he got overworked,” 
Brind’Amour said. “That’d be the only reason.” 

TAILWINDS 

With two goals and three assists, Sebastian Aho is now fifth in playoff 
scoring in franchise history with 29 points. The four players ahead of him 
— Eric Staal, Ron Francis, Brind’Amour and Kevin Dineen — all played 
in at least 17 more games than Aho’s 26. ... Aho was tied for fifth in the 
NHL this postseason going into Saturday’s games. Brett Pesce was tied 
for third among defensemen. ... Sunday will be Jordan Staal’s 100th 
playoff game. 
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Here’s what the NHL fined the Canes’ Jordan Staal for tripping Preds’ 
Luke Kunin 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 22, 2021 12:18 PM 

  

Carolina Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal has been fined $5,000 by the 
NHL for a “dangerous trip” on Luke Kunin of the Nashville Predators, the 
league said Saturday. 

The penalty is the maximum fine allowed under the league’s CBA, the 
NHL Department of Player Safety said. 

Staal and Kunin tangled in the Carolina zone during Game 3 of their 
Stanley Cup playoff series, with Staal using his right leg to trip Kunin. The 
tripping penalty was called at 14:05 of the second period, allowing the 
Preds a 5-on-3 power play that they converted into their first power-play 
goal of the series. 

The Predators won the game 5-4 in double overtime. Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour was critical of the officiating after the game, saying his team 
was battling hard but adding, “We’re fighting the refs.” 

Asked Saturday about Staal’s fine, Brind’Amour said: “I don’t handle any 
of that stuff. It seems weird he would get a maximum fine for that when 
I’ve seen a lot worse stuff go on here. I don’t know how they come up 
with all that.” 

Brind’Amour was fined $25,000 by the league for some biting comments 
about the refereeing in the 2020 playoffs in Toronto. 
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Hurricanes left as much mad as sad after double-overtime loss to 
Predators 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 22, 2021 07:30 AM 

  

It was the kind of game that left everyone limp. 

Players, coaches, fans, referees, linesmen, certainly everyone in 
Nashville’s Bridgestone Arena. 

Not Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour. He was incensed Friday after Game 
3, after the Predators took a 5-4 victory in double overtime on Matt 
Duchene’s goal. He did not like the disparity in the penalties called, which 
included the only one whistled in either overtime: a hooking call against 
Canes defenseman Max Lajoie in the second OT. 

To Brind’Amour, the game between two good teams, working hard, 
pushing themselves to the limit, was even in almost every way except 
one. Carolina was whistled for seven penalties and Nashville three. 

“We played our butts off, played great, played hard,” Brind’Amour said. 
“We’re playing a great team and we’re in a battle. Nashville is a 
phenomenal team. But we’re also fighting the refs. It’s that plain and 
simple. 

“You can’t tell me two games in a row we get seven and eight penalties 
and they get three, when the game is this even? It’s not right. I give my 
guys tons of credit for just sticking and going and playing their butts off 
and having a good chance to win.” 

Canes captain Jordan Staal, asked about the penalties after the game, 
said he would not comment. He did say he spent the intermission 
between the first and second overtimes getting stitches. It wasn’t for a 
self-inflicted wound. 

The Predators had seven power plays in Game but went 0-for-7 as the 
Canes won 3-0 for a 2-0 lead in the best-of-seven series. They finally 
scored Friday, and the Canes were hot about that, too. 

In the second period of Game 3, the Canes’ Warren Foegele was called 
for delay of game when it was determined he flipped the puck cleanly 
over the glass. The officials huddled to talk it over, talk it over, and finally 
ruled it a penalty as an angry Brind’Amour and the Canes said that the 
puck first glanced off the boards -- replays indicated it did. 

Thirty seconds later, Staal was called for a tripping penalty. The Preds 
scored on a 5-on-3 power play. Brind’Amour’s eyes behind his mask 
grew wider and wider, his anger obvious. 

But the teams played on. With defenseman Jaccob Slavin missing 
another game, Brind’Amour leaned a lot on Dougie Hamilton (36:56 in ice 
time), Brett Pesce (39:27) and Brady Skjei (37:59). Lajoie, playing his 
first game for the Hurricanes, played almost 17 minutes. and handled 
himself well enough. 

Goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, in his third consecutive playoff start, had 49 
saves. Preds goalie Juuse Saros had 52, including 21 in the two 
overtimes. 

Canes forward Steven Lorentz said Thursday that tight playoff games 
leave those watching sitting on the edge of their seats. It was an edge-of-
seat kind of night, the tension mounting with each minute in the 
overtimes. 

It was the second longest playoff game in franchise history, topped only 
by the epic three-overtime loss to the Detroit Red Wings in Game 3 of the 
2002 Stanley Cup finals. Pesce was on the ice and had a nice view of the 
winning goal in another double-OT playoff game -- Brock McGinn’s score 
against the Washington Capitols in Game 7 of their 2019 playoff series. 

“It’s tough,” Pesce said. “I thought we worked really hard and had a ton of 
chances to finish that game.” 

It was Pesce’s goal with 3:21 left in regulation Friday that tied the score 
4-4. He unloaded two shots from beyond the left circle, the first taking a 
weird bounce and nearly getting past Saros and the second finding the 
net after a Teuvo Teravainen pass. 

The Canes had 13 shots in the first overtime and eight in the second. But 
the Preds finally ended it as Duchene got in front of defenseman Jake 
Bean and scored at 14:54. 
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“I hadn’t been on this side of it,” Pesce said. “Obviously the (Washington) 
double OT came out in our favor. It’s not a good feeling.” 

But one the Canes must shake quickly. Game 4 on Sunday will have a 
2:30 ET start, cutting into the recovery time. 

Brind’Amour sounded as if Slavin’s status for Game 4 was questionable, 
again saying it would be a game-time decision. He called Nedeljkovic’s 
effort “awesome” and said the only reason not to play him again Sunday 
would be if he felt “overworked” in Game 3. The lineup could stay the 
same. 

“I think our group is going to rebound and come out with an even better 
effort next game,” Staal said. 
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Civian: NHL officials aren’t biased, but they’re encouraging a lesser 
product 

 

By Sara Civian  

May 22, 2021  

  

Remember Good habits SZN, when the Canes became the first team in 
the Central Division to clinch a playoff berth, then they … kinda … just 
kept winning? 

Center Vincent Trocheck was asked how they were planning on handling 
that stretch — would they pump the brakes and be careful to avoid pre-
playoff injuries? 

“I don’t think anybody on this team’s thinking ‘be careful’ going into a 
hockey game — there’s a lot on the line,” he said at the time. “We’re 
trying to win every game going down the stretch here. Nobody wants to 
create bad habits going into the playoffs. ‘Being careful’ is definitely 
creating a bad habit. Everybody’s going to be coming to play just like 
they would the rest of the regular season.” 

I’ve been thinking of this quote ever since the end of Game 3, a 5-4 
decision the Canes lost in double overtime as the series shifted to 
Smashville. But we’ll get to that later. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour predicted it would be hard, and he obviously 
wasn’t wrong. 

“It’s going to be maybe the toughest game of the series,” he said after 
morning skate. “It’s going to be all hands on deck for us to be able to get 
this win. That’s the only way we can approach it. Every team would love 
to win the Stanley Cup in 16 games, but that’s highly unlikely.” 

It’ll take at least 17 after Friday and, as heart-and-soul guy Brett Pesce 
said postgame, the Hurricanes had “tons” of chances to finish off the 
game. Instead, it was Matt Duchene bar down after 94 minutes, 54 
seconds of game time. 

You missed Jaccob Slavin. You respected the Predators and their hard-
fought, well-deserved win. But you’re probably still hanging out with the 
elephant in the room. 

“We played our butts off. Played great. Played hard. We’re playing a 
great team. I didn’t say it, but we’re in a battle. Like I said, Nashville is a 
phenomenal team, but we’re also fighting the refs. Plain and simple,” 
Brind’Amour said postgame. “You can’t tell me two games in a row we 
get seven, eight penalties and they get three. And when the game’s this 
even? That’s not right. That’s not right. I give my guys tons of credit for 
just sticking with it and going and playing their butts off and having a 

good chance to win. We still had a chance to win coming back. It wasn’t 
right. Two overtimes and a knick-knack penalty when there was stuff 
going on all over the ice? It just flipped the momentum and they scored 
on the next shift after because we were out of rotation. That’s not how it 
should go. I didn’t tell them that, but I’m proud of my group because they 
just battled.” 

He was not the only NHL coach speaking up against the quality of 
officiating Friday night. 

“The refereeing, every game, we get one or two calls. It’s usually late in 
the third period. They’re getting four a game or five a game. I mean, it’s 
not that lopsided,” Blues coach Craig Berube said. “I’m not sure why we 
don’t get the calls that we deserve. (Colton) Parayko gets tripped in the 
corner. They go down and score a goal. He gets tripped in the corner, 
slew-footed, and they don’t call it, OK? And it cost us a goal. It’s terrible. 
It’s so one-sided, it’s not even funny.” 

The Predators have had 14 power plays in the past two games to the 
Hurricanes’ six. In both Game 2 and Game 3, Nashville had seven power 
plays to Carolina’s three. 

At least that’s consistent? 

Yeah, the Canes technically can kill almost all of these penalties (even 
without Slavin), and yeah, the Predators have been notorious for stinking 
on the power play since 1999. But I think the Canes were officially over 
this when the Predators capitalized on a five-on-three Friday night, 
meanwhile, captain Jordan Staal was getting stitched up from a stray 
puck in between overtime periods after a non-call on a slash during a 
Grade A scoring chance that went unpenalized. 

“No comment,” Staal said when asked about the officiating. 

Or maybe it was the hooking penalty in double overtime, or the delay of 
game on Warren Foegele that led to a Predators goal. 

Or, perhaps, this has all been brewing since Brock McGinn was called for 
embellishment in Game 1, though Erik Haula was free to embellish in 
Game 2. McGinn was definitely embellishing, but are we calling this 
penalty or not? 

I’ve been over certain aspects of the officiating since the second period 
of Game 2 lasted 42 minutes. Not only did the officials micromanage that 
entire game to the point of unwatchability, but then they also decided to 
stand there and watch Matt Benning punch Jordan Martinook at least five 
times after he was already down on the ice. 

Listen, you will never convince me that the officials are explicitly and/or 
intentionally biased. This is a game of mistakes with a rulebook full of 
ambiguity that only becomes more blurry as the stakes get higher. For 
the most part, the men in stripes are doing their best. 

There have been a few calls and non-calls that have gone the Canes’ 
way, like a non-penalized puck over glass in overtime. But that’s how it 
should be in the playoffs, and as brilliant color commentator AJ Mleczko 
pointed out, it’s not in the spirit of the rule to call that penalty right there. 
Or at least that’s the code we’d adhered to forever, and that’s the level of 
officiating most of us assumed we’d be getting as the playoffs rolled 
around. 

Are we changing this or not? If so, can we get a leaguewide memo or 
something? 

My issue isn’t that the calls are lopsided in the Predators’ favor, my issue 
is why this is the case. 

If their track record through these three games is any indication, the 
referees are encouraging diving and discouraging any semblance of 
game flow. And if you’re an underdog like Nashville, you’d be stupid not 
to play along. Of course, the Predators have morphed their game as a 
survival tactic. 

But if you’re the Canes, a team with expectations of a long playoff run 
and perpetually trying to maintain “good habits,” you would be stupid to 
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play along — sort of. As Trocheck said before the playoffs, “Being careful 
is definitely creating a bad habit.” 

The Canes thrive on a fast, fearless game, with everyone (even goalie 
Alex Nedeljkovic) jumping the rush. 

The Hurricanes need to focus on the bigger picture, and they aren’t 
winning the Stanley Cup if they lose that mentality. As Brind’Amour 
always says, their process can’t change or bend to any opponent. Now 
the officials seem like an opponent of their own. 

The Canes will just have to figure out a way to defeat them and the 
Predators while sticking to their game. 
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For Nashville Predators, why does it always take desperation to bring out 
their best? 

 

Gentry Estes 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

Don't let the good vibes fool you. This was no party off Broadway. 

Not for the first four hours, at least. 

How tortuous they were, too. Nashville’s first Stanley Cup playoff game in 
two years was fun for the casual observer, but there were few of those at 
Bridgestone Arena on Friday night. As Game 3 reached its second 
overtime, die-hards wearing gold and holding their breath had to grasp 
what the next goal would mean if the Carolina Hurricanes scored it. 

The series, surely. The Nashville Predators’ season. That’d have been all 
she wrote, probably leading to a disappointing sweep, probably reigniting 
talk of a roster rebuild that was delayed by this improbable run to the 
playoffs, but not entirely extinguished. 

The Preds were staring down all of it. Backs against the wall, circle the 
wagons, no margin for error. 

And wouldn’t you know, the Hurricanes didn’t score that goal. The Preds 
did. Matt Duchene, of all players, did. And the shape of a playoff series – 
maybe even the direction of a franchise – changed as a result of one 
special moment and a 5-4 victory the Preds simply had to have. 

Memorable as Game 3 will be, it wasn’t all that extraordinary in the 
course of this weird season. Just because we’ve been watching the 
Preds do this for months, coming through when there’s no other choice. 

I don’t know why it takes desperation to bring out the best in this team, 
but it does. 

That’s the magic potion for a group that needs some. 

All guts and two goalies, these Preds. And yet they have habitually 
thrived in pressure-packed moments. Even in the dark days earlier in the 
season, their best hockey would come while trailing games in the third 
period. Then came the late-season climb up the standings that no one 
could have expected. 

It's admirable if you didn’t have to wonder why it seems to take reaching 
peril for this team to finally reach its potential. We don't always see the 
Preds we witnessed Friday, but this version showed they were capable of 
outplaying and beating one of the favorites to win the Stanley Cup. 

Didn't you just know it'd happen, though, given a 2-0 deficit in the series? 

John Hynes sure did. The coach called it after Friday’s morning skate at 
the arena. 

“I believe that our team is going to play really well tonight,” he said. “We 
need these guys to step up and play well.” 

Then look at what happened — and who did it. Duchene’s winning goal 
came from Roman Josi’s beautiful feed across the ice. Ryan Johansen 
scored what could have been the winner in the third period, putting the 
Preds up 4-3. Ryan Ellis scored the game’s first goal, which was 
important since the Preds had gone the previous four periods without 
one. 

All these highly paid players who hadn’t been doing enough in the series, 
each of them did enough this time. They played all night as if someone 
had discovered the turbo button on a video-game controller. 

How did Hynes know? 

“When you get into the playoffs the way that we’ve gotten into the 
playoffs,” he said, “you have a track record to respond. … You could see 
that they were ready to go. It was the very same mentality, feeling around 
the room, type of pregame skate that we had in some other games that 
we knew we had to dig in and find a way to win.” 

Preds waste opportunity in Raleigh, and that'll be tough to take 

Vandy's AD after Year 1: 'I hope it signaled things are different here' 

It wasn't the lineup. The Canes were just better in Game 1 

Titans have more riding on Dez Fitzpatrick than any other '21 pick 

If this was the end for Pekka Rinne and Preds, it was perfect 

A huge result for the Preds was a tough blow for the Canes, their first in 
these playoffs. Many a playoff series has turned on less than an 
emotional night like this. 

That said, it was just barely enough. 

Even with so many contributions from key players, even with Juuse 
Saros matching a franchise record with 52 saves, even with more than 
12,000 howling fans in the Preds’ corner, it still took double overtime and 
days off lifespans and to eke out one game. 

That’s how good the Canes are. 

The Preds know they can beat them when their season is at stake, 
because they’ve done it twice in 13 days. 

A tougher trick? Doing it when their season isn’t on the line. 
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The Athletic / NHL business notebook: Arena-cleaning drones, skate 
decals get exposure, hockey NFT update 

 

By Sean Shapiro  

May 22, 2021   

 

As fans start to return to NHL buildings in larger capacities, how 
organizations clean arenas before and after events is going to come to 
the forefront of discussion. 

For the Pittsburgh Penguins, and potentially soon other NHL teams, that 
means drones are getting to work. 
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The Penguins, who had their crowd capacity double from 4,672 to 9,344 
from Game 1 to 2 of their first-round series with the New York Islanders, 
recently announced a partnership with AERAS, a Pittsburgh-based 
company that specializes in cleaning using electrostatic technology 
delivered by drones to sanitize and disinfect all surfaces, including the 
players’ benches and seats. 

Each cleaning takes less than two hours and the current deal runs 
through the entirety of the 2022-23 season. 

The innovation and invention for AERAS was creating a system that can 
use electrostatic without disrupting a drone’s flight. Previously, the 
electrostatic would disrupt the drone’s communication with the pilot. 

Justin Melanson is the director of research and development and co-
founder for AERAS. He’s also a 107-certified drone pilot who came up 
with how to make the cleaning delivery system work. 

“It was something where we were talking about this and trying to figure 
out a solution because otherwise, these two things wouldn’t work 
together,” Melanson said. “Once we were able to find a solution to that 
problem, we realized we had a business.” 

AERAS is a company that was created in 2020 during the COVID-19 
pandemic and was founded with the ideology of helping sports venues 
welcome back fans sooner and providing a quick, reliable cleaning 
process, according to CEO and co-founder Eric Lloyd. 

“This isn’t going away, and even when we get out of COVID, people are 
going to think more about what other things and pathogens and viruses 
could be on their seats,” Lloyd said. “How do we get back to more typical 
peace of mind? It’s cleaning and through innovations like ours.” 

AERAS made its professional sports debut earlier this month when it was 
hired to clean and sanitize Churchill Downs before the Kentucky Derby, a 
debut that likely would have happened sooner if not for the company 
having to wait for approval and working with the Federal Aviation 
Administration on final logistics and permissions. 

Conversations were already ongoing with the Penguins at that time, but 
completing the sanitization after the horse race helped accelerate talks 
as the Penguins were trying to ramp up cleaning efforts for an expanded 
playoff crowd. 

AERAS is currently in talks with other sports venues and teams about 
providing the same services as it will for the Penguins. The company 
didn’t reveal which teams. 

SkateSkins, a Buffalo-based company that specializes in customizable 
wraps for skates, took its first step into the professional market Friday. 

The company, which is run by Matthew Keeler and Nick Ciavarella, had 
been working mostly with amateur athletes and teams. Keeler and 
Ciavarella had sent some of their product to professional players, 
including Auston Matthews, but SkateSkins themselves hadn’t been used 
in an official game until Latvia upset Canada 2-0 on Friday in the world 
championships in Riga. 

Four players on Latvia, Kristaps Sotnieks, Roberts Bukarts, Rihards 
Bukarts and Gustavs Grigals reached out through Instagram and ordered 
custom SkateSkins for the tournament. 

Those four players all play in Europe, with Sotnieks playing at the highest 
level in the KHL with Dinamo Riga. But this tournament is giving 
SkateSkins exposure to NHL players, including Columbus Blue Jackets 
goalie Elvis Merzļikins, who inquired about the product after seeing other 
Latvians use them. 

Potential use of something like SkateSkins in the NHL right now is a 
tricky proposition. There isn’t a rule against the product, but there are 
logistical hurdles where a player may be a sponsored athlete and 
therefore can’t alter the product on their feet. Licensing, which costs 
equipment companies $125,000 per category each season, is also an 
issue. There’s also a hockey ethos of conformity, where putting a custom 

decal on the skate pushes individualism and therefore makes some 
players worried about using the product. 

The hope for Keeler and Ciavarella is exposure and maybe even use of 
the product by an NHL goalie like Merzļikins could start to normalize the 
concept, which is a necessary step if the product is going to take a step 
into the professional space. 

It’s an ambitious hope for the company, which now has something to 
capitalize on in the social-media marketing space after SkateSkins were 
used in a historic upset against Canada. 

The New Jersey Devils became the first NHL team to partner with and 
issue officially licensed Non-fungible tokens (NFTs) in a partnership with 
Fanaply. 

So far, the Devils are selling two NFTs, both one-of-one digital items. The 
first comes with season tickets for the 2021-22 season, while the second 
comes with a meet-and-greet element with notable Devils alumni. 

It’s an important deal to take note of as the NHL and its teams try to 
move into and capitalize on the NFT space, which has blown up within 
the sports collectible marketplace in the past six months. 

Teams were recently given permission by the league to look into officially 
licensed NFTs, but it comes with a limited time frame and rules for 
quantity, according to sources. Teams have until the end of August to 
establish any NFT partnerships, and the amount sold is going to be 
limited and monitored by the league in the immediacy. 

Fanaply CEO Grant Dexter, whose company has also minted a recent 
NFT line for Dallas Stars forward Tyler Seguin, looks at the officially 
licensed NFT with NHL teams as a key piece to the future of the space. 

Most hockey NFTs at this moment, including the Seguin ones, don’t have 
the NHL or team license. It creates an odd situation where the digital art 
either has to strategically hide where a team logo would be or simply just 
use team colors. The Devils and Fanaply forming a partnership that 
allows the team to control the crypto-collectible space for its fan base. 

“This is the next step for the space and it allows teams to do more and 
things we’ve seen with bands and others,” Grant said. “The want and 
push is there. Now teams can really benefit themselves more directly.” 

The Devils have more NFTs planned but haven’t revealed what they will 
be at this point. Grant did discuss how NFTs with team licenses can 
replace some of the typical collectibles from a game. 

For example, hard tickets are becoming a thing of the past, and with 
COVID-19 precautions, the extinction of the hard-copy ticket accelerated. 
That also killed off the ticket souvenir, proof someone attended a game, 
that many fans tend to hold onto. With NFTs, Grant said, teams could sell 
a digital version of that with tickets sales as an add-on, or sell that at the 
game, and create a VIP-type element where the NFTs are time-exclusive 
in their sale. 

“A team could do something with the real-world application where the first 
1,000 fans in the building can get a certain NFT and that’s the only way a 
person could acquire it before the secondary market,” Grant said. “That’s 
real-world value for teams and takes the NFT space into a larger 
audience. Everyone keeps ticket stubs or reminders of games or 
concerts they went to. This would be like just having it digitally instead of 
putting it in a shoebox you keep on your desk.” 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 05.23.2021 

1213932 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Leafs make good on promise to play for Tavares with 
assertive Game 2 win 
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TORONTO – "We're playing for him." 

Those four words, spoken by Morgan Rielly, pulled into sharp intention 
the Toronto Maple Leafs’ mission. They will rally around John Tavares, 
their fallen captain, and not play the victim this spring. 

"The singular focus is moving on and trying to play long enough so he 
can come back and have an impact,” Justin Holl echoed. 

Game 2 — a decisive, assertive 5-1 come-from-behind, run-wild-on-top 
victory over the Montreal Canadiens — was the first step toward that 
gruelling marathon. 

Remaining Time -1:19 

Matthews dedicates win to Tavares: 'This one's for him' 

From coach Sheldon Keefe’s curveball of starting the pugnacious Wayne 
Simmonds for puck drop alongside Auston Matthews’ top line to a power-
play voodoo doll punctured by a rare point blast, the Maple Leafs 
jammed the game to their visitors in a refreshing change of pace from 
Game 1. 

Their leader has become their carrot, and the Maple Leafs suddenly look 
like a thoroughbred that’s off and kicking mud. 

“We had a really engaged hockey team here today, all the way through 
our lineup,” coach Sheldon Keefe said, proudly, accurately. 

While a recovering Tavares himself couldn’t be in the building Saturday, 
Friday’s news that the star did not suffer any structural damage to his 
head, neck and spine was a measure of relief to his friends and 
teammates. They had been forced to play two-and-a-half periods of 
Game 1 with knots in their stomachs, trauma in their hands and worst-
case scenarios in their minds. 

But just as Jason Spezza’s voice helped calm a concussed and confused 
Tavares Thursday during those eons between ice and stretcher, Tavares 
reached out to his Maple Leafs brethren to reassure. This, only hours 
removed from suffering car-accident-like trauma. 

The captain sent individual phone calls and group texts. He wanted to 
assure his brothers he was going to be OK. 

“Credit to John himself. His leadership of our team despite his situation 
didn’t stop,” Keefe said. “I thought that really helped put our guys in the 
right headspace. Of course, we had great concern and fear in that 
moment, but after he was feeling better, he made sure to communicate to 
his teammates, and I think that really helped our team push past it. We 
miss him greatly on the ice. We miss him greatly in the room, 

“You’re winning for him. You’re winning for all the guys who don’t get to 
play. You’re winning for the guy next to you in the room or guy on the 
bench. There’s all sorts of reasons to compete. We have another one 
here to make sure that everybody is on board and doing their job.” 

Anyone who has hung around this spinning orb long enough has learned 
that when you get blindsided by tragedy, a fork appears in your road. 

A single unfortunate event can spiral you off course; it can become the 
reason (or maybe the excuse) for an unravelling. Alternatively, it can 
steel you. Make you push harder. 

The Maple Leafs, Canada’s favourite, looked a shell of themselves after 
Tavares departed Game 1 under a silent cloud of uncertainty. And, 
honestly, who could blame them? 

So, when Montreal struck first again in Game 2, surely fans fretted that 
things were tumbling off the rails. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi opened the scoring in Period 1. He banged home a 
Joel Armia rebound after some fierce Canadiens forechecking and some 
scrambly defence by Toronto’s newfangled Tavares-free second unit of 
Alex Galchenyuk, Nick Foligno and William Nylander. Kotkaniemi, a 
healthy scratch in Game 1, busted a 24-game goal drought with the 
marker. 

From there, however, the Maple Leafs woke up, took hold and never let 
up. 

Spezza struck back less than five minutes later after an excellent, 
prolonged cycle shift from the Leafs’ new-look third unit that allowed for 
an O-zone line change. Spezza hopped off bench, snagged a Zach 
Bogosian pass intended for Wayne Simmonds and, without hesitation, 
fired it clean past Carey Price’s short side. 

In Period 2, Auston Matthews — a beast at both ends all night — scored 
off the rush by slamming in a Justin Holl rebound off the pad of Price. 

Three consecutive Leafs power-plays tilted the ice toward Price, who 
succumbed to a point shot from Rasmus Sandin, now establishing 
himself as the top unit’s quarterback. 

The rookie’s first playoff goal triggered an ill-advised goalie-interference 
challenge by Montreal coach Dominique Ducharme. Metallica’s “Enter 
Sandman” blared throughout Scotiabank Arena during a seemingly 
simple review. Ducharme was charged with a delay-of-game penalty and 
essentially hemmed in his own players for an additional two minutes. 

"I have the last call always, but we were all in agreement we needed to 
challenge," Ducharme said. 

Montreal’s third-period push came up short, and the Maple Leafs cruised 
to victory with a second power-play goal from Nylander. This marked the 
first time since March 3 in Edmonton that Toronto had scored twice in 
one game with the man-advantage. 

Afterward, the Canadiens called attention to the lopsided power-play 
count. Toronto earned six to Montreal’s one. 

“We had the puck the entire second period,” Keefe said, “That really, I 
think, caused some fatigue on the other side. We were able to really get 
at them that way. I think that was a big factor. 

“Montreal has made it very clear that they want to be very physical,” he 
continued. “I think the term they used was they want to make it a war. If 
you’re going to do that, you’re at risk of getting penalties called against 
you. That’s our job as a power-play, to make them pay for that.” 

Down three goals, Ducharme pulled Price with more than six minutes 
remaining on the clock and still failed to gain dangerous O-zone time. 

Alexander Kerfoot deposited an empty-netter. 

A best-of-five series begins anew at Bell Centre Monday night for the first 
half of a back-to-back. 

“One of the best parts of the playoffs, frankly, is the opportunity to 
respond,” Keefe said. “The other team has an edge, and the urgency 
rises a little bit more. You get a chance to really push back.” 

And all the motivation to do so, with Tavares no doubt watching his 
brothers from home, surrounded by family. 

“This one’s for him, obviously,” Matthews said. “He’s our guy. He’s our 
captain.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' troubling regular-season patterns a concern 
after Game 2 loss 
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There was plenty to throw away from this Montreal Canadiens season — 
stuff you couldn’t draw firm conclusions on with the team playing its final 
25 games in just 44 days after an early-season coaching change and 
with several key players injured and no time to practise. 

But there were two things you couldn’t turn away from, two things that 
should have alarm bells sounding back in Montreal right about now, with 
the Canadiens returning home tied 1-1 in their Stanley Cup Playoffs 
series with the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

The first one — rarely being able to string two good performances 
together — cost the Canadiens Game 2, with the 5-1 score being 
perfectly indicative of how much worse they were than in their 2-1 win 
over the Leafs in Thursday’s Game 1. The second one is more 
disconcerting, because Saturday’s game was the first of three in four 
nights, with Games 3 and 4 scheduled for Monday and Tuesday at the 
Bell Centre, and the Canadiens struggled in those situations — 
particularly over the final six weeks of the season. 

Again, heart-and-soul winger Brendan Gallagher (fractured thumb) was 
absent from all of those games. Starting goaltender Carey Price, who 
was sensational in Game 1 and was the only reason Game 2 wasn’t lost 
by a wider margin, missed the final month with a concussion, and Phillip 
Danault, Shea Weber, Paul Byron and Tomas Tatar all missed games 
while Tyler Toffoli, Eric Staal and Josh Anderson probably weren’t the 
only ones playing banged up. 

“With the schedule and how many games we were playing and not 
having that many days (off), the back-to-backs were even tougher,” he 
said. “We want to play fast pace, and sometimes I thought we just didn’t 
have the legs under us to play the way we wanted…Some games, we 
just almost didn’t have our game.” 

What about now? 

It’s not as if those bumps and bruises completely healed in the eight days 
between the final regular-season game and the first one of these 
playoffs. And it’s safe to assume some new ones have formed, after 161 
hits were exchanged through the first two of this series. 

If you’re wondering which of these teams is fresher heading to Game 3, 
it’s probably the one that spent nearly half the second period of 
Saturday’s game on the power play. 

“I was surprised by the way it was called tonight,” Canadiens coach 
Dominique Ducharme said. 

Gallagher started the parade to the penalty box with a stick shove 
through T.J. Brodie’s jaw. The motion alone caught official Eric Furlatt’s 
attention, as his arm sprung up so quick it might have blocked his view of 
Gallagher simultaneously taking Brodie’s stick in the teeth. 

But the penalty was earned. So was Artturi Lehkonen’s slash, while the 
Canadiens were wrapping up killing off the Gallagher penalty. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s stick-shattering crosscheck to Morgan Rielly’s arm 
wasn’t debatable. 

And boy, Ducharme certainly shouldn’t have been perplexed about the 
delay-of-game penalty assessed for challenging Rasmus Sandin’s 
power-play goal to make it 3-1 Leafs with 6:40 to play in the second 
period. 

Ducharme said he, Canadiens director of legal affairs John Sedgwick 
(who previously worked for the NHL’s hockey operations department), 
video replay analyst Mario Leblanc and director of goaltending Sean 
Burke all felt Joe Thornton had sufficiently interfered with Price to have 
the goal reversed. 

“We had an angle of it that we thought was even more conclusive,” said 
Ducharme. “I have the last call, always, but we were all in agreement we 
needed to challenge.” 

It was practically unanimous among all other viewers that the Canadiens 
shouldn’t have, that putting the Leafs on a fourth consecutive power play 
— which was finally heating up after scoring on five of its last 77 
opportunities prior to the game — would prove even more costly. 

Price, who was at the lip of his crease as the puck was sliding by him, 
didn’t react at all in the moment to Thornton’s little stick lift. When he was 
asked three times about it afterwards, he repeated some version of, “I 
haven’t seen the replay, so I can’t really comment on it.” 

Price having to watch it again in slow motion to determine whether or not 
it affected his ability to make the save said everything you needed to 
know about the decision to challenge the goal. 

It didn’t cost the Canadiens another one, but it cost them energy — and 
another two minutes away from the offensive zone. 

The Canadiens didn’t spend nearly enough time there to begin with, with 
just 23 shots on net — or just one less than the amount of minutes they 
were assessed in penalties. 

Remaining Time -3:11 

Power play comes alive for Maple Leafs to help take Game 2 

At least Kotkaniemi had it going on. He scored at 7:57 of the first period 
after two excellent shifts in his first action of the series, replacing injured 
centre Jake Evans after being scratched in Game 1. 

But the 20-year-old led the charge too few Canadiens followed. 

Jason Spezza tied the game in the 13th minute of the first, after the 
Canadiens got caught spinning around their own zone, and the Leafs 
took over from there. 

“The penalties cut our legs and took away momentum from us,” said 
Danault. 

Before the Canadiens started taking them, he got caught staring at 
Auston Matthews, this year’s Rocket Richard Trophy winner, who beat 
him up the ice and scored his first goal of the series to make it 2-1 Leafs 
in the sixth minute of the second period. 

Still, for all the mistakes made in that middle frame, the Canadiens we’re 
only down two goals going to the third. 

Ducharme said after the game he liked the way they generated chances 
in the first and felt the penalties they took were the only reason they fell 
behind in the second, yet he opted to shuffle his deck in a perplexing 
way. The coach, who used every line combination imaginable during the 
regular season, at one point put Gallagher, Staal and Anderson together 
for the first time ever. 

It might have even been by accident, with the lines mixed around again 
right after that. 

“I felt that some guys were not going as well after all of that (in the 
second),” Ducharme said, “and I was just trying to spark something up.” 

It was if he soaked the fuse in water before trying to light it, and the 
comeback bid all but died with Weber crosschecking Pierre Engvall in the 
eighth minute of the third period. 

William Nylander gave Toronto a 4-1 lead while Weber looked on from 
the box, and the Canadiens were out-scored 1-0 at 6-on-5 over the final 
6:30 of the game. 

“We knew we were still in the game and still had a chance to come back,” 
said Price. “It didn’t work out for us tonight.” 

The Maple Leafs said they’d win for John Tavares, who suffered a knee 
injury and a concussion in an accidental collision with Canadiens forward 
Corey Perry in Game 1, and they followed through in convincing fashion. 
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They proved over the regular season they could handle adversity, 
bouncing back from a 1-6 stretch in March. They also proved to be the 
North Division’s most consistent team, and did well enough in back-to-
back situations (7-7). 

The Canadiens went 9-15 in back-to-back games, which tells you how 
much more taxing their schedule was but also how well they handled 
what they’re about to face next. 

“We’ve done it so many times this year and there’s no excuse on that,” 
said Danault. “We have to bring our best every single game — 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs takeaways: Lightning's Cooper calls 
out officials 

 

Mike Johnston@MikeyJ_MMA 

May 23, 2021, 12:16 AM 

 

Somebody should check on the condition of Jon Cooper’s tongue 
because he was biting it pretty hard following his team’s 6-2 win over the 
Florida Panthers. 

Suffice it to say, the Tampa Bay Lightning head coach wasn’t chuffed 
with the officiating Saturday afternoon and he had some choice words 
post-game, while trying mightily to avoid saying something that would 
result in a fine. 

“The hockey game ended halfway through the second,” Cooper told 
reporters at Amalie Arena. “It turned into something much different.” 

There were four penalties called (two minors for each team) in the game 
prior to Alex Killorn making it 5-1 at the 7:15 mark of the second frame. 
After that the game got chippie and there were an additional 16 penalties 
plus five misconducts called before the final horn. 

“We had to weather our emotions there’s no doubt,” Cooper said. “You 
know, when our players are being told, ‘Don’t do anything stupid, we’re 
gonna get you,’ so we don’t do anything stupid and the other team’s 
getting rewarded for it? I just don’t get it. It’s really frustrating.” 

The Lightning were assessed 11 minor penalties in the game, including 
four in the final 6:19 of the second period – the last of which was a 
terrible goaltender interference call on Nikita Kucherov 

“People are coming to watch a really intense, good hockey game and 
liberties are being taken,” Cooper added. “Don’t get me wrong, we’re not 
angels out there. I’m not sitting here saying that. Far from it. But when 
there’s a standard set and we’re being told how things are going to be 
called and when it doesn’t get done there’s just confusion. 

“I’ll give our guys a ton of credit for sticking with it and battling through 
whether it was the embellishment or the non-call after non-call after non-
call.” 

Kucherov was named first star of the game despite not playing the final 
nine minutes of the third period. The Russian, who missed the entire 
regular season after undergoing off-season hip surgery, had had a four-
point outing but went down in a heap of pain after taking a slash on the 
left knee from Panthers forward Anthony Duclair. 

Mikhail Sergachev was also hurt on a third-period hit from Patric 
Hornqvist. 

Cooper had no update on either player after the game and quickly moved 
on from any questions relating to the specific plays that resulted in his 
players going down. 

Losing either player would be a blow to the defending Stanley Cup 
champions, but in particular the element Kucherov brings to Tampa’s 
offence cannot be replaced. 

The 2019 Hart Trophy winner and leading scorer from last year’s playoffs 
already has three goals and six assists in four post-season games this 
month as the Lightning look to close out the series Monday when the 
teams head back south to Sunrise, Fla., for Game 5. 

Before limping down the tunnel Kucherov joined an exclusive club with 
his three-assist game, becoming just the 11th player in NHL history to 
record six or more playoff games with three assists or more. 

Trotz made right call going back to Sorokin 

Ilya Sorokin made 39 saves in a Game 1 overtime win, yet the New York 
Islanders turned to veteran Semyon Varlomov for Game 2 and Game 3 
and the Isles dropped both to the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Barry Trotz made the decision to go back to the rookie netminder for a 
pivotal Game 4 and Sorokin was dialled in, stopping 29 of 30 shots 
faced. The lone goal allowed was a late, shorthanded goal that made no 
difference to the outcome. 

Sorokin, who said he was excited to play in front of a boisterous crowd 
like the one Saturday, is just the second rookie goalie in Islanders 
franchise history to win multiple games during a Stanley Cup Playoffs run 
joining Glenn Resch who did it in 1975. 

“It was a shame that we gave up a goal there at the end, but I thought he 
looked solid,” Trotz told reporters at Nassau Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum. “I thought the team played the right way and we were able to 
get a victory." 

It would be a surprise if the Isles didn’t go with Sorokin again in Game 5. 

Early coach’s challenge, breakaways the difference for Vegas 

Nicolas Roy put the Vegas Golden Knights up 1-0 midway through the 
first period, yet mere seconds later, Joel Eriksson Ek and the Minnesota 
Wild answered and the home team had the momentum. Unfortunately for 
the crowd at the Xcel Energy Center, it didn’t last. 

Marc-Andre Fleury was bumped in his crease and Peter DeBoer 
challenged for goalie interference. 

Fleury’s agent Allan Walsh thought it was the right call to overturn the 
goal. 

Vegas took back the momentum after the successful challenge and 
winning a battle of the breakaways in the second period ended up being 
the difference in the game. 

Alex Tuch put Vegas up 2-0 when he beat Cam Talbot in alone for his 
third of the series against his former team. Less than five minutes later, 
Mark Stone extended the lead with an unassisted short-handed 
breakaway goal. 

Remaining Time -0:51 

Mark Stone gets absolutely fired up after scoring shorthanded against 
Wild 

Fleury then stopped Eriksson Ek on a breakaway during that same Wild 
power play. It was perhaps the biggest save of the game for Fleury, who 
is now tied with Curtis Joseph for third-most playoff shutouts in NHL 
history. Fleury also became the fifth goalie in NHL history to play in at 
least 150 post-season games. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' outstanding defensive commitment paying off against 
Oilers 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

May 22, 2021, 2:07 AM 

 

WINNIPEG - Connor Hellebuyck has made his case to make room on the 
marquee. 

Right now, he’s got the billboard all to himself. 

In a series that features plenty of star power, it is the Winnipeg Jets 
goalie that’s been shining brightest. 

Thanks to his latest virtuoso performance, which included a 38-save 
shutout in the 1-0 triumph, the Jets hold a commanding 2-0 lead in the 
Smythe Division reunion battle with the Edmonton Oilers. 

No, this isn’t a simple one-man show. 

It’s an outstanding defensive commitment by an entire team. 

But Hellebuyck, who has turned aside 70 of 71 shots he’s faced in this 
series, is doing more than simply giving his teammates an opportunity to 
win. 

He’s back to playing at a Vezina Trophy level and that’s exactly what the 
Jets need from him right now. 

“He’s the reason we have a chance. He’s the reason we are a playoff 
team and the reason we have confidence every time we go out there,” 
said Jets captain Blake Wheeler. “You just can’t say enough about 
having a guy who you believe is going to stop every shot. And when one 
does go in, you just kind of say, ‘Well, that was lucky.’ It’s such a great 
confidence boost for the group where you don’t feel like you have to play 
perfect hockey. 

“I think that’s probably what he would say, that it’s his job to clean up our 
mistakes. It just gives guys so much confidence to go out there and play 
with a little bit more freedom, a little bit more confidence knowing that if I 
make the wrong play at the wrong time, I got a guy back there that can 
bail me out.” 

As for the lone goal in this one, it was the result of an excellent zone 
entry and net drive by Andrew Copp — and a deft, experienced play by 
veteran centre Paul Stastny, who showed great patience and waited a 
split second for a double screen to develop in front of Mike Smith before 
unleashing his shot at 4:06 of the first overtime. 

“At first I was going to try and look for (Copp) but he just slashed across. 
So I figured I'd try to use the D as a screen, and just put the puck on net,” 
said Stastny. “I feel like in overtime, whether you're trying to score or 
whether you're trying to generate offence, sometimes that's the easiest 
way to do it. The puck had eyes and fortunately it went in.” 

Stastny has been praised for his hockey intelligence on countless 
occasions and that hockey intelligence was on full display on the 
overtime winner — which was the second of his 15-year career. 

“He’s been in enough playoff games to know that anything that goes to 
the net is the right decision,” said Jets head coach Paul Maurice. “He’s 
played two really, really smart games. Some of his positioning in-zone is 
just veteran. He knows how to change his body angle on so many plays, 
just to get to the right place. 

“He kind of does it on that goal. He sat on the wall for just a bit to open 
up a lane to the inside, almost bait (Oilers defenceman Dmitry Kulikov) a 
little bit and then gets a shot to the net.” 

The Jets are doing what many believed simply wasn’t possible. 

After dropping nine of the final 12 games during the regular season — 
including a seven-game losing streak that featured a goal-scoring famine 
and some defensive-zone deficiencies that have since cleaned up — the 
Jets said all of the right things about finding a style of game that would 
allow them to compete in the playoffs. 

They’ve since backed up those words with actions. 

The Jets were regularly on the right side of the puck and almost always 
kept the third forward up high, which helped prevent the Oilers from 
gaining much traction in the transition game. 

And in case you hadn’t heard, the Jets have managed to hold the top two 
scorers in the NHL — Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl — without a 
point in consecutive games after they combined for 34 points in nine 
games during the regular-season series. 

“I don't think we really look at it that way. I mean, both those two guys 
are, one or two in the world right now. (The) best two players,” said 
Wheeler. “They're creating chances. They're making plays. I think we've 
just got to try to not give them chances. That's the biggest thing, the 
chances they create, they're working for. We saw it all year. We gave 
them some easy chances and they're in the net, right? 

“So we're just trying to make them work for the chances. With that being 
said, they're still creating chances. They're still so dynamic.” 

Remaining Time -2:24 

Jets playing series perfectly in containing McDavid, Draisaitl 

Jets defenceman Dylan DeMelo was one of the reasons this game 
required overtime. 

Down and seemingly out while laying on the ice and with his back to the 
play during a penalty-killing situation early in the third period, DeMelo 
threw up both of his arms in desperation in an effort to try and prevent 
McDavid from scoring. 

Sure enough, McDavid’s shot went off the right wrist of DeMelo instead 
of finding the back of the net. 

“Honestly, it was just pure chaos and desperation,” said DeMelo. “I just 
remember going down and I saw the puck go to McDavid. I was on my 
back, so I have to throw something up, but I was on my back so I was 
thinking maybe I’ll two-pad stack it, but I don’t think I had the extension. 

“So I just put my hands up and luckily it hit me. Even if you see behind 
that, it hits me, but all these guys are jumping in front of that puck. You 
need that type of desperation and sacrifice. It was lucky that it hit me and 
the guys did a great job on the penalty kill for sure. It was a crazy play for 
sure.” 

While DeMelo missed several shifts getting some medical attention, he 
returned to finish the game. 

“I thought that that was the emotional change to the game,” said Maurice, 
whose team also survived a 21-second five-on-three disadvantage. “The 
kills on those plays and that was a big deal for our team and (it) kind of 
set the mood right going for the rest of the night. 

“(DeMelo) is a real popular guy in our room, plays a real smart, hard 
game. That goes a long way. They fire that up on the JumboTron, 
everybody gets a piece of it.” 

The sacrifice was one of many made by the Jets in this game. 

“We just did everything we could to get the win. It maybe wasn't perfect 
or pretty every play, but I think we have a team that can grind real well,” 
said DeMelo. “And at this time of year, it's going to take everybody. Every 
blocked shot matters, every hit matters. I think we're just coming together 
as a team and everybody's pulling on the same rope, and it's been a lot 
of fun here. To come out with two wins here is huge. We still have a lot of 
work to do and they're not going to roll over.” 
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The next two games will be played on consecutive days, beginning 
Sunday in Winnipeg, and the Jets could get another boost to the lineup 
with the potential return of dynamic winger Nikolaj Ehlers, who has 
missed the past 11 games with a suspected shoulder injury. 

With Pierre-Luc Dubois entering the series on Friday, that would give the 
Jets a full complement of forwards for the first time in a month. 

It turns out that late-season swoon didn’t only remind the Jets they 
needed to buckle down in terms of style of play, a change in attitude also 
followed. 

After enduring agony and ample frustration, some perspective was 
required, along with a reminder that the playoffs bring opportunity, as 
long as a team is willing to do the heavy lifting. 

If you can survive a stretch like that without coming apart at the seams, 
anything is possible. 

“We’re just in the moment. We’re enjoying it. We truly are,” said Jets 
captain Blake Wheeler. “We lost nine of 10 games there coming home. I 
think it kind of gives you, maybe it takes some of the pressure off and 
gives you a little bit of a hardness that if you can go through a stretch like 
that and come out on the other side of it and not crumble and still be 
fighting, it doesn’t really get much worse than that. We’re just really 
enjoying this. That’s been Paul’s message to us. Listen, these chances 
don’t just come around every year. You want to make the most of them. 
And there’s a compete and an energy and a hardness that you’ve got to 
bring to the table. 

“When you’re playing tight, when you’re worried about making a mistake, 
worried about making the wrong play, you go half a speed and you end 
up not playing as much. We’re just loose, enjoying it, having some fun.” 

That return to having fun has the Jets two wins away from advancing to 
the second round of the Stanley Cup playoffs for the first time since 
2018. 
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Leafs aim to play faster, dictate terms of Game 2 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held an optional skate at Scotiabank Arena on Saturday ahead of Game 
2 of Toronto's first-round playoff series against the Montreal Canadiens. 

Rocket Richard Trophy winner Auston Matthews missed four games with 
a wrist injury and played through pain much of the year. Goalies Frederik 
Andersen (knee) and Jack Campbell (leg) both missed significant time. 
William Nylander sat out five games while on the COVID protocol list. 
Zach Hyman was sidelined late in the regular season with a knee injury.  

The Leafs have responded well to adversity all season. They just kept on 
pushing en route to first place in the North Division.  

"The team has remained calm and remains confident in themselves," 
observed coach Sheldon Keefe. "The mood of the group has stayed very 
good and very confident." 

That wasn't always the case in recent years when Toronto failed to 
advance in the playoffs. A key player has exited early in every series in 
the Matthews era. In 2017, gritty defenceman Roman Polak sustained a 
gruesome injury against the Capitals. In 2018 and 2019 against the 

Bruins, centre Nazem Kadri was suspended. And defenceman Jake 
Muzzin was knocked out of last summer's series against Columbus.  

So, after losing captain John Tavares and Game 1 against the 
Canadiens this year, the Leafs have a chance to show this group is 
different.  

"One of the best parts of the playoffs, frankly, is the opportunity to 
respond," said Keefe. "The other team has an edge and the urgency 
rises a little bit more, you get a chance to really push back. I'm excited to 
have our team do that tonight." 

"The important thing is John's OK," said defenceman Justin Holl, "and 
now the singular focus is moving on and trying to play long enough so he 
can come back and have an impact." 

With captain John Tavares sidelined indefinitely the Leafs will be forced 
to make adjustments. But beyond any personnel changes, the team is 
looking to improve their overall game and set a different tone in Game 2. 
Mark Masters has more. 

With Tavares out indefinitely with a concussion, personnel adjustments 
will be made, but the Leafs are also looking to improve their overall team 
play. In particular, the Leafs are looking to pick up the pace.   

"Our team can play with more speed," noted defenceman Morgan Rielly. 
"At times we got stalled a little bit and we weren't moving our feet, 
especially as D-men, and I think that impacts the forecheck." 

If the Leafs defence isn't moving quickly, that throws the forwards out of 
sync and they can't hit the offensive blue line at a high speed.   

"Make sure we're moving the puck, moving our feet fast," said winger 
Mitch Marner of the necessary adjustments. "I didn't think we played as 
quick as we can last game. We got to make sure we're moving the puck 
quickly up the ice, getting support around it and then getting it off the wall 
and trying to get to the net." 

The Leafs also want to get their cycle game going a bit more and grind 
down a Montreal team that thrives off the rush. Toronto didn't give up 
much on Thursday, but they never grabbed control of the game. 

"We limited their scoring chances a lot and didn't allow them to get a lot 
of looks on net," said Holl, "but I thought they did the same to us in some 
ways. It was kind of a transition game more than anything so we're 
definitely looking to spend more time in the offensive zone tonight." 

"We didn’t play well enough the other night," said Keefe, "and, because 
of that, the game was still up for grabs in that third period. We want to do 
a much better job today of dictating the terms of the game." 

Leafs determined to keep winning so Tavares can come back and have 
an impact 

With John Tavares out of the lineup for a minimum of two weeks, the 
Maple Leafs are determined to keep winning so their captain can return. 

A healthy scratch in Game 1, Alex Galchenyuk will slot in on the second 
line alongside Nick Foligno and Nylander tonight. 

"He's a tremendously hard worker and really aggressive on the 
forecheck," said Holl. "He has been really good at hounding pucks and 
getting pucks back to go along with some elite skill that he has. He's 
been doing a really good job and we're looking for him to provide a spark 
tonight." 

Galchenyuk produced 12 points in 26 games with the Leafs this season 
while playing primarily with Tavares and Nylander.  

"He didn't come out of the lineup because of anything that he had done 
or not done," Keefe stressed. "It’s more we liked the Game 1 lineup we 
had and the look of that, but John's absence changes the dynamic of our 
team and the look of our team. We knew that both Galchenyuk and 
[Pierre] Engvall were going to be factors for us and here they are tonight 
with a great opportunity." 
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Engvall will play on the third line with Alex Kerfoot and Ilya Mikheyev 
tonight. Keefe had a chat with the 6-foot-5 Swede yesterday.   

"He missed Game 1 of our series against Columbus as well and came in 
for Game 2 and I thought he made an unbelievable impact and was really 
good for the remainder of that series," said Keefe. "We're looking for a 
similar type of boost for our group here today with what he brings." 

Leafs 3-in-3: Who will step up in Tavares' absence? 

A massive Game 2 without John Tavares means someone needs to step 
up to fill the void in order for Toronto to even its series against Montreal. 
Who will raise their game? What do the Maple Leafs need to clean up 
tonight? TSN Leafs reporters Kristen Shilton and Mark Masters discuss 
this and more. 

Marner logged 27 minutes and 23 seconds in Game 1.  

"I'm not comfortable with him playing that much," Keefe admitted. "That's 
too much, but it's part of what happens when you're paying in such a tight 
game and you've got to kill five penalties and then you've got four power 
plays of your own and then you're down a goal late. We had the benefit in 
the final four minutes of regulation time there at the end of the game 
where we had two timeouts – one that I called and a TV timeout as well. 
Down a goal you're going to keep those guys out there and keep them 
going. I don't think it would have been as high if the game was a little bit 
different." 

Marner averaged 22 minutes and 26 seconds of ice time per game this 
season to lead all NHL forwards.  

"He's such an important part of what we do," Keefe continued. 
"Obviously, it was too much the other night, but he and the team would 
have been questioning had he been sitting on the bench late in the game 
and not been out there with a chance to tie it." 

The Leafs rested Marner in the final regular season game.  

Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas announced that Tavares did not 
sustain any structural damage to his head, neck or spine. Tavares was 
struck in the head by the knee of Canadiens forward Corey Perry after a 
hit from defencemen Ben Chiarot had knocked him to the ice.  

"John was diagnosed with a concussion and also sustained a knee injury 
on the play," Dubas revealed. "It's a similar injury to the one sustained by 
Zach Hyman (MCL sprain) in Vancouver in the regular season. It will be a 
minimum of two weeks with that, but obviously, our primary concern is 
the concussion and making sure that he returns to full health." 

There is no timeline for a return from the concussion.  

"We handle those in a very conservative nature and handle them very 
sensitively," Dubas said. "We will follow the protocols to a tee with that. 
We can't replace that element with John and can't repair it, so we have to 
be very careful and keep in mind he's got a young family and there's an 
onus on us to protect him and his future in that regard. We'll follow the 
protocols and the NHL concussion protocol and consult closely with John 
and the experts in the field and then proceed from there." 

Tavares suffered knee injury in addition to concussion; out at least two 
weeks 

Kyle Dubas announced that John Tavares suffered a knee injury and a 
concussion on his collision with Corey Perry. He said it's hard to put a 
timeline on the captain's return but he'll be a out a minimum of two weeks 
due to the knee injury. 

Dubas is upset with how the Toronto Sun covered the injury on Friday. 
The newspaper's front page featured a picture of a bloodied Tavares on 
the ice with the headline, 'Captain crunched.' 

"As an organization, we felt the cover of their newspaper crossed the line 
and we found the cover to be disgusting," Dubas said. "Just a complete 
lack of compassion and respect on behalf of the Sun towards John and 
his family, especially for such an upstanding member of our organization 
and community and his family that had to endure that." 

Dubas: Toronto Sun's cover 'crossed the line', it was 'disgusting' 

Kyle Dubas acknowledges that the John Tavares situation garners a 
significant amount of coverage, but the Maple Leafs organization found 
that the Toronto Sun's cover photo and caption on Friday was 'disgusting' 
and 'extraordinarily insensitive'. 

After missing Friday's practice for maintenance, Campbell was on the ice 
this morning and Keefe confirmed he's good to go tonight.  
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Dubas says Tavares did not suffer structural damage after scary Game 1 
collision 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — John Tavares did not suffer any structural damage to his 
head, neck or spine in a scary on-ice collision during Game 1 of the 
Maple Leafs’ first-round playoff series against Montreal on Thursday.  

That was part of a medical update provided Saturday by Leafs’ general 
manager Kyle Dubas amid Tavares' ongoing recovery. Toronto’s captain 
was stretched off the ice midway through the first period on Thursday 
after taking a hit from Canadiens’ defenceman Ben Chiarot and then an 
accidental knee to the head from forward Corey Perry.  

Dubas confirmed Tavares did sustain a concussion, and revealed 
Tavares also suffered a knee injury that will require a minimum of two 
weeks to heal. There is no timeline attached to Tavares’ return from the 
head injury though, and he remains out of Toronto’s lineup indefinitely.  

“We will handle [Tavares' concussion] in a very conservative [way] and 
handle it very sensitively,” Dubas said. “We will follow the protocols to a 
tee with that. We can't repair [a head injury] so we have to be very careful 
and keep in mind that he's got a young family [of two sons] and there's 
an onus on us to protect him and his future in that regard.” 

Tavares was transported directly to St. Michael’s Hospital in Toronto 
following the on-ice incident Thursday, and remained there overnight 
after being cleared of any structural problems.  

Cameras captured Dubas rushing to the ice surface as soon as Tavares 
was levelled by Perry’s knee to the head. Dubas was on the phone 
almost immediately, and said his goal in that moment was to provide 
insight to Tavares’ family, including wife Aryne.  

It was an eerily familiar situation for Dubas to find himself. During a game 
against New Jersey in December 2019, forward Ilya Mikheyev had 
ligaments in his arms slashed by an errant skate blade and had to be 
rushed to a local hospital. Last August, Jake Muzzin was cross-checked 
to the ice during Game 2 of the Leafs’ qualifying-round series against 
Columbus and was also stretchered off and taken to hospital.  

Dubas accompanied both players to seek medical attention, even 
remaining for days in New Jersey with Mikheyev as he underwent 
surgery and was released. It’s a spot Dubas hopes not to be in again, but 
he knows what’s needed from him when such things happen.  

“They need someone to be the conduit between them and our medical 
staff,” Dubas said of contact player’s families. “I would never want the 
family to not be aware of what was happening. You care about the player 
deeply, and what their status is, but also to be able to provide updates to 
the player’s family [when] they're watching that from home and seeing it. 
It’s a very helpless feeling, so immediately you want to make sure that 
we're doing everything we can do to be there for them.” 
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Something Dubas was upset about the day after Tavares’ scene was 
how it was depicted on the front page of the Toronto Sun. Friday’s Sun 
cover featured a bloodied photo of Tavares with the caption “Captain 
Crunched.”  

“Their newspaper crossed the line,” Dubas said. “We found the cover to 
be disgusting. We just thought that it was extraordinarily insensitive on 
the part of the Sun, with regards to the photo, and the caption that 
accompanied the situation yesterday. Just [a] complete lack of 
compassion and respect.” 

The Leafs will now have to forge ahead without Tavares for the time 
being. After Toronto dropped Game 1 of its opening-round series 2-1 on 
Thursday, they’ll have a chance to even the score in Saturday’s Game 2.  

Coach Sheldon Keefe made his lineup adjustments at Friday’s practice, 
moving Nick Foligno into Tavares’ second line centre spot and adding 
wingers Alex Galchenyuk and Pierre Engvall to the mix. But Dubas’ 
concern is less about how the Leafs will operate on the ice moving ahead 
than how they’re mentally handling the aftermath of Tavares’ injury.  

“They're doing as well as they can be supporting one another and we're 
trying to support them,” said Dubas. “I think these things are tough. I 
think a lot of people view athletes as [being] difficult to knock down and 
difficult to keep out and to see something happen in a completely 
accidental freak situation like that, it makes everybody feel vulnerable, 
especially the players. They’re big, strong young guys and you don't ever 
imagine being in that situation so I think it creates a sense of 
vulnerability.” 

The loss of their captain has seemed to bolster the Leafs too, though. 
Morgan Rielly said after Friday’s loss that the team will be “thinking about 
Tavares every day until he’s back” and that the Leafs will try and “win for 
JT” so he can eventually re-join them on this playoff push.  

“When you see [what happened], [it’s like] everything after a moment of 
trauma, where there's some trepidation,” Dubas said. “And things sort of 
slowly start to return back to normal. I think our guys are handling it as 
well as possible. The outpouring of support has been remarkable. 
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USA TODAY / Oilers' Connor McDavid remains without a point; Bruins 
coach disputes call on injury-causing hit 

 

MIKE BREHM   | USA TODAY 

 

Edmonton Oilers star Connor McDavid had 105 points in 56 games in a 
spectacular season. 

But after two games of the NHL playoffs, he has zero points, one reason 
his team is trailing the Winnipeg Jets 2-0 in the first-round series. 

Coach Dave Tippett put McDavid and Leon Draisaitl (84 points) together 
at times for Game 2, usually a winning combination. They combined for 
nine shots in the 1-0 overtime loss but were held without a point for the 
second game in a row. 

Connor Hellebuyck made 38 saves to shut down the Oilers. But the most 
impressive save might have been by defenseman Dylan DeMelo, who 
raised his hand to block a McDavid shot with Hellebuyck out of position 
during a penalty kill. 

"That was a scrambly play," Hellebuyck said. "There were so many 
bodies in front of me, but that shows why we are where we are. We're 
grinding and fighting for every second, we're not giving up on a play." 

DeMelo said "it was lucky" that the puck hit him, and Paul Stastny (the 
overtime scorer, who was in the penalty box at the time), said, "I was 
wondering how that didn't go in. Now that makes sense."  

McDavid, whose team was upset in the qualifying round last season, had 
22 points in nine regular-season games against the Jets. Winnipeg lost 
nine of 10 games down the stretch before winning the final two. 

The series shifts to Winnipeg, where the Jets will have the last line 
change and can get the matchups they want. 

"We dug ourselves a bit of a hole," McDavid said. "Both games could 
have gone either way. Obviously, it's not the position we want to be in, 
but we've been a good road team all year long and had success in that 
building as well." 

Bruins coach unhappy with call 

Another playoff day, another trip to the hospital. 

Though the incident wasn't as scary looking as the Maple Leafs' John 
Tavares leaving the ice on a stretcher after taking a knee to the head, the 
Boston Bruins announced that defenseman Kevan Miller had to go to the 
hospital for tests Friday night. 

Miller was checked by Washington Capitals defenseman Dmitry Orlov 
during the second period of the Bruins' 4-1 victory, and fell and hit his 
head. 

NHL referees originally looked at calling a major penalty against Orlov, 
but after a review, the defenseman got a double minor for roughing. 

And Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy wasn't happy about that. 

"What happened there is their guy left his feet, borderline late, and drove 
right under his chin," he told reporters. 

He said referees told him that Orlov made contact with Miller's upper 
body, though he disagreed with that assessment. 

"Kevan's at the hospital, undergoing some CTs, and until he gets back, 
we won't know nothing there. Obviously frustrating to watch that call, 
even the review go by the wayside, essentially a two-minute minor. And 
later on, you watch the penalty to (Brad) Marchand, and it's just a 
complete head-scratcher sometimes." 

Duchene comes through 

Nashville Predators coach John Hynes changed up his power play 
Friday, removing Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen with his team down 
0-2 in the series against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

"Obviously I’m a power play guy and I have been my whole career, ... but 
at the end of the day, you cheer on our teammates and you be a good 
teammate," Duchene said. 

All worked out. The power play connected for a 5-on-3 goal, Johansen 
scored in the third period and Duchene scored in the second overtime for 
a 5-4 win. 

"Those two guys had a good response tonight," Hynes said. "Part of 
being a team and winning is you have to accept the role that you’re in. 

"I give the two guys credit. They came in, they played hard, they played 
with a little chip on their shoulder tonight, they found a way on the 
scoreboard. I thought the line played well. That’s what you need." 
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