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Jaccob Slavin’s continuing absence is making things hard on the Hurricanes  

By Luke DeCock  

When Jaccob Slavin played more than 21 minutes in the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ Game 1 win over the Nashville 
Predators a week ago, it certainly seemed like the nagging 
“lower body” injury that had made their best defenseman a 
day-to-day concern would not be an issue going forward. 

It’s been the opposite. Slavin will not play in Game 4 on 
Sunday, the third straight game he’ll miss, and with all the 
penalties the Hurricanes had to kill in games 2 and 3 and 
Game 3 going to double overtime before the Hurricanes lost 
-- the second-longest game in Hurricanes history -- 
circumstances have not exactly been conducive to papering 
over the absence of the minute-munching defenseman. 

“Obviously it becomes more of a factor when we’re missing 
Jaccob Slavin, that’s a big deal,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said before the game Sunday. “At times, that 
matchup there, obviously we don’t have anybody to replace 
that. That can be an issue, certainly, but I thought our guys 
have hung in there.” 

Brind’Amour has said nothing happened in Game 1 to 
prolong Slavin’s absence and said again Sunday he still 
hoped the Hurricanes would get Slavin back sooner rather 
than later, but he thought that before the previous two games 
as well. 

“That’s why I was saying he was day-to-day,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Because I was hoping any day he’d say ‘Yeah, I have 
that feeling.’ It just hasn’t happened. … 

“We’re pretty clear on it. We know what’s going on. He’s just 
got to feel good. He’s got to feel like he can play. He just 
doesn’t feel like that yet. We always say a player’s got to feel 
good about his game before he can get in there otherwise 
he’s just not going to be effective.” 

Maxime Lajoie, who played 16 solid minutes in his 
Hurricanes and NHL playoff debut, remained in the lineup as 
Slavin’s replacement. 

Ned in goal again Sunday 

After stopping 103 of 110 shots in the first three games of the 
series, the Hurricanes went back to rookie goalie Alex 
Nedejkovic for the start in Game 4. There’s no question 
Nedeljkovic has earned the right to stay in net, but the way 
the Hurricanes have rotated goalies this season, it’s the first 
time Nedelkjovic has started four consecutive games in his 
NHL career. He played three straight from April 20-24 
against Tampa Bay and Florida, winning twice and losing the 
third in overtime despite stopping 32 of 36 shots. 

Brind’Amour said Saturday the Hurricanes would take a long 
look at how Nedeljkovic fared, mentally and physically, after 
Friday’s marathon loss, and wouldn’t hesitate to go to Petr 
Mrazek if he thought it was the right move. 

“That’s kind of how we’ve looked at it all year and why we’ve 
always kind of rotated or didn’t overwork a guy,” Brind’Amour 
said earlier this week. “I would hope that because we did that 
all year it gives us a little bit more flexibility or freedom. If 
we’d have the opportunity to roll a guy, we could, because he 
didn’t get overworked during the regular season. But we 
always take it one game at a time.” 

Jordan Staal fined 

While Jordan Staal was fined $5,000 by the NHL on 
Saturday for his slew foot on Luke Kunin, Brind’Amour was 
not fined by the NHL for his comments about the officiating 
after Friday’s loss, Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell 
confirmed. 

Under normal circumstances, nothing Brind’Amour said 
would normally incur a fine -- there’s some latitude to 
complain about officiating decisions as long as the integrity 
of the officiating isn’t questioned -- but he was under double-
secret-probation after his $25,000 fine last August. That 
discipline -- which the NHL imposed within three hours of 
Brind’Amour calling the league’s goal-review process “a 
joke,” carried with it the threat of another $25,000 “in the 
event of similar inappropriate behavior.”
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If the Hurricanes thought this was going to be easy, it’s anything but now  

By Luke DeCock  

Oh, you thought this was going to be easy? 

You thought because the Carolina Hurricanes walked over 
the Nashville Predators in the regular season, then won both 
games at home to start this series, they’d glide through the 
rest of this to rest up before facing the survivor of the Battle 
of Florida? 

Nope. This is not going to be easy. It never is. 

A series played on a knife edge -- within a goal for all but 13 
minutes of 16 periods -- is officially too close to call. Luke 
Kunin’s double-overtime winner made sure of that Sunday 
afternoon, giving the Predators their second straight double-
OT win, 4-3, to tie the series as it moves back to Raleigh for 
Game 5 on Tuesday. 

The Hurricanes may have won the division, and they may be 
analytically superior in this series by a wide margin, but the 
Predators made the big plays when it mattered. In the 
playoffs, that’s the trump card. The Hurricanes have to find a 
way to turn their possession dominance into goals, or their 
mistakes are going to kill them. 

“We battled hard,” Hurricanes forward Jordan Martinook 
said. “It can go either way when you get into that situation. 
Obviously, they got the two here. Overtime, you flip a coin. 
Whoever gets a chance and buries it.” 

Friday was the second-longest game the Hurricanes have 
ever played; now Sunday is. A goal in any of the overtimes 
would have sent the Hurricanes home with a chance to 
clinch. Instead, it’s a best-of-three and the Hurricanes have 
worn valuable tread off their tires. 

If the Hurricanes went to Nashville looking to close things out 
-- and could have, with two timely goals -- they return looking 
inward, perhaps wondering how much they have left in the 
tank. The absence of the indispensable Jaccob Slavin the 
past three games has been massive, especially as both 
games dragged into extra extra periods, demanding an 
extraordinary effort from both Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei. 

“He’s one of the best players in the league,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Take him out of anybody’s 
lineup and you’re going to miss him. Especially when you 
play basically another game, right? And a bit? It’s going to 
show up. That’s part of it, though. Injuries are a big, big part 
of playoff hockey and I think our guys have stepped up 
great.” 

A lot of shots, not a lot of goals 

The Hurricanes won the even-strength battle again but lost 
the special-teams battle, finally getting the power plays 
Brind’Amour demanded from the NHL but not doing anything 
with four of them while the Predators scored the game-tying 
goal in the third on one of only two they had. 

That included one for the Hurricanes early in the first 
overtime, a second tremendous opportunity squandered after 
Brock McGinn scored at the end of the second period and 
the beginning of the third, 128 seconds apart, to give the 
Hurricanes their first lead, even if it was short-lived. 

Nashville hasn’t made it easy on the Hurricanes, but the 
Hurricanes haven’t made it easy on themselves, either. 
They’ve been unable to consistently turn their utter 
dominance of possession into any dominance on the 
scoresheet against goalie Juuse Saros, unable to generate 
enough traffic in front of the net or second-chance 
opportunities, let alone finish the chances they are creating. 

An insane total of 117 shots -- and 220 attempts -- led to only 
seven goals over the past two games. 

“Guys can win you games, and that happens, but over a 
seven-game series, if you keep knocking on the door 
eventually you’ll get your goals,” Brind’Amour said. 

Back to PNC Arena to start from scratch 

The Hurricanes have also made critical errors that have 
given the Predators openings they probably didn’t deserve, 
whether it was Jake Bean misplaying the game-winner in 
Game 3 or Dougie Hamilton’s lazy clear that set up the 
Predators’ opening goal Sunday despite what turned out to 
be the Hurricanes’ most one-sided period of the series. 

Meanwhile, Alex Nedeljkovic was spectacular again to keep 
the Hurricanes close in both games on the road. He gave 
away one goal Sunday, but quickly got it back with a diving 
save on a two-on-none with the Hurricanes down a goal that 
could have blown the game open. 

The Predators, at home and not missing their best 
defenseman, were better equipped for these marathons. The 
longer the games went, the better Nashville’s chances were. 

For all that, the Hurricanes had more than enough chances 
to get the puck past Saros and win either or both of these 
road games in regulation, let alone the parade of overtimes, 
which would have dramatically altered the trajectory of this 
series. Instead, they’ll go home and start from scratch -- 
hoping Slavin returns sooner rather than later -- knowing 
what could easily have been the end Tuesday night is just 
the beginning.
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Hurricanes fall to Predators in double overtime of Game 4  

By Chip Alexander  

Better settle in. It could be a long playoff series. 

For the second time in three days, the Carolina Hurricanes 
and Nashville Predators went to double overtime at 
Bridgestone Arena. For the second time, the Predators won 
it, with Luke Kunin’s goal giving them a 4-3 victory Sunday 
and a 2-2 tie in the Stanley Cup playoff series. 

Brock McGinn scored twice for the Canes. But the Predators, 
trailing 2-0 in the series, returned home Friday and clawed 
out a 5-4 victory that took two overtimes, and did it again 
Sunday. 

Kunin’s second goal of the game, at 16:10 of the second OT, 
ended it after a defensive breakdown by the Canes. Kunin 
also scored in the first minute of the game. 

The series shifts back to Raleigh for Game 5 on Tuesday at 
PNC Arena. 

The Hurricanes had a power play four minutes into the 
overtime after a delay-of-game penalty, but the Preds killed it 
off. That came after the Canes were 0-3 on the power play in 
regulation.  

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was asked after the game if 
his players were “crushed” by the loss. 

“Of course, they’re crushed,” he said. “You play your butts off 
like that, and I think we were the better team in that game, 
and you want better. You feel like you deserve better. It 
doesn’t work that way, as we know.” 

“You play your butts off like that and I think we were the 
better team in that game. You want better. You feel like you 
deserve better. It doesn’t work that way, as we know. 

Sunday’s afternoon game was one of quick strikes, 
deflections, hard hits and spectacular saves. Preds goalie 
Juuse Saros had 58 saves. 

Kunin scored 57 seconds into the game for a 1-0 lead. 
McGinn’s second goal came 13 seconds into the third. Those 
not already in their seats at Bridgestone might have missed 
one or both. 

The Canes twice tied the score in the game before McGinn’s 
early goal in the third gave Carolina a 3-2 lead. But a penalty 
on Canes defenseman Dougie Hamilton led to a power-play 
score by the Preds’ Nick Cousins for a 3-3 ti 

Brind’Amour gave goalie Alex Nedeljkovic his fourth straight 
start in the playoffs and the Preds again countered with 
Saros for a fourth game. Both had great moments and a few 
they’d prefer to forget. 

Nedeljkovic gave up a goal to the Preds’ Ryan Johansen in 
the second period when he couldn’t smother a loose puck in 
front of him in the crease.  

Saros had a shot by the Canes’ Martin Necas trickle through 
him to the goal line, where the Canes’ Vincent Trocheck 
banged it in. But the Canes had 61 shots and he made 58 
saves, helped along by teammates who blocked 31 shots. 

“He’s playing well,” Brind’Amour said. “Obviously, you’d like 
to get there more. They’ve got big D, they do a nice job not 
giving us the seconds. But overall, I think it was a real solid 
game for us. I think we’re digging in and doing what we have 
to do to get the opportunities, which is all we can do, and 
their goalie’s playing great.” 

But there were huge stops, too, for Nedeljkovic. He stoned 
Yakov Trenin on a two-on-none rush by the Predators, then 
stopped an Erik Haula shot off the rush in the third. 

Late in regulation Nedeljkovic made a hard push to his left to 
stop a Cousins shot after a deflection in front of the net. The 
Preds’ Haula high-sticked the puck before the Cousins shot, 
but Nedeljkovic’s play was sensational. 

“He’s a wall back there,” McGinn said. “He gives us a chance 
to win every night.” 

The Canes again played without defenseman Jaccob Slavin, 
who continues to be slowed by lower-body injury. Max 
Lajoie, who made his Hurricanes debut on Friday, got a 
second start. 

Offense was not a problem. The Canes had a 38-8 
advantage in total shot attempts in the first period and led 
80-45 after three periods. But the score was 3-3 and off to 
overtime they went. 

(Earlier updates) 

Third period: McGinn scores again 

Canes forward Brock McGinn, who scored late in the second 
period, did it again 13 seconds into the third for a 3-2 lead, 
but the Predators later tied it on a power play. 

McGinn got off a rising shot as he fell on the opening shift of 
the third. That came after he scored with 1:55 left in the 
second. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour started Jordan Staal with 
McGinn and Jordan Martinook. Staal won the faceoff and 
both Martinook and Staal had assists on the goal.  

But the Preds converted their first power play of the game on 
a Nick Cousins deflection 3:15 into the third. 

Second period: McGinn ties it 

Brock McGinn’s goal late in the second period has pulled the 
Canes back into a 2-2 tie. 

McGinn got off a shot from the left circle, the puck hitting the 
far post and then in the net. With Jordan Martinook in front of 
the net to screen goalie Juuse Saros, McGinn scored his first 
of the playoffs with 1:55 left in the period -- Steven Lorentz 
and Martinook with the assists. 

The Canes have twice trailed and twice scored late in the 
period to tie it. Their first goal, from Vincent Trocheck, came 
with 1:57 left in the first period for a 1-1 tie. 

Goalie Alex Nedeljkovic has been solid for the Canes in the 
playoffs, limiting his mistakes, but he made one in the 
second period and it was costly. The guy they call “Ned” 
soon made up for it. 
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When Nedeljkovic failed to cover a loose puck in the crease, 
the Preds’ Ryan Johansen collected it and scored for a 2-1 
lead. Johansen’s second of the playoffs came at 4:53 of the 
period as Matt Duchene and Mattias Ekholm had the 
assists.’ 

Nedeljkovic recovered from the gaffe for the biggest stop in 
the first 40 minutes. The Preds had a two-on-none rush but 
Nedeljkovic, with a quick push to his right, stoned Yakov 
Trenin and then stopped Trenin again on the rebound. 

The Canes’ third power play of the game was uneventful and 
ineffective -- Carolina is 0-for-3. But McGinn scored at even 
strength as the fourth line provided some offense. 

First period: Tied 1-1 

The Predators had the best possible start and the Canes 
probably the worst, but the Canes controlled much the first 
period, which ended 1-1. 

The Preds’ Luke Kunin scored in the first minute of the game 
and Vincent Trocheck scored late for the Canes, his second 
in as many games. 

After a poor Dougie Hamilton pass out of the Carolina zone 
was picked off by Ryan Ellis, Kunin got behind the defense in 
front of the crease to beat goalie Alex Nedeljkovic 57 
seconds into the first. Mikael Granlund ,who had a give-and-
go with Kunin, and and Ellis had the assists. 

Trocheck scored with 1:57 left in the first after Martin Necas 
got off a shot and the puck trickled through goalie Juuse 
Saros. Trocheck, on the backside, popped in the puck. 

The Canes limited Nashville to five shots in the first and had 
finished with 17. Total attempts favored the Canes 38-8. 

Nashville was called for three penalties in the opening period 
and the Canes one, which appeared to anger Preds coach 
John Hynes, who let his opinion be known to the refs. 
Carolina’s two power plays produced four shots. 

Game setup: Focus the key 

The Hurricanes can’t get caught up with the refs, the calls, 
penalties, bad breaks or the Nashville crowd Sunday in 
Game 4 against the Predators.  

The Canes’ only priority is winning the game and taking a 3-1 
series lead back to Raleigh. That’s it. The short list. 

“I don’t think we have to worry about any of that stuff outside 
of playing hockey and trying to win a game,” center 
Sebastian Aho said Saturday. “We’re a tight group. We’re not 
going to let any of that stuff get into us. 

“Every game is important and you just want to do your best 
to help your team win. That’s about it.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Sunday there would be 
no lineup changes for Game 4, meaning defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin will miss another game and goalie Alex Nedeljkovic 
will start another game. 

Slavin will be scratched for third straight playoff game with a 
lower-body injury that’s now become a major concern for the 
Hurricanes. Brind’Amour continues to call it a “day-to-day” 
injury, not ruling him out of the series, but can’t say when he 
might play again. 

Slavin’s absence has caused shuffling on the back end. 
Brady Skjei has moved into Slavin’s spot in the top defensive 
pairing with Dougie Hamilton. Jake Bean played with Brett 
Pesce and Max Lajoie with Jani Hakanpaa in Game 3. 

Skjei and Hamilton had their problems as the Preds 
appeared to take advantage of the last change at home and 
could get some favorable matchups. Bean and Pesce held 
their own as did Lajoie, in his Hurricanes, debut and 
Hakanpaa. According to NaturalStatTrick.com, were on the 
ice for several of the Preds’ scoring chances at even 
strength. 

Brind’Amour on Sunday downplayed the effect of Preds 
coach John Hynes having last change, saying, “I really don’t 
think it was much of a factor. When we’re rolling and playing 
well it’s never a factor. Obviously it becomes more of a factor 
when we’re missing Jaccob Slavin. That’s a big deal. That 
matchup there, obviously we don’t have anyone to replace 
him. So that can be an issue, certainly.” 

In the second overtime Friday, the Preds’ Matt Duchene took 
a flip pass, got past Bean and beat Nedeljkovic for the 
winner in a 5-4 victory at Bridgestone Arena.  

Nedeljkovic, after allowing two goals in the first two playoff 
games, faced 54 shots on Friday in Game 3, including 20 in 
the two OTs periods. 

Game 5 is Tuesday at PNC Arena. The starting time has not 
been announced.
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The Hurricanes’ big advantage over the Predators in upcoming Game 5? The Caniacs.  

By Chip Alexander  

They flew into Nashville feeling so good about themselves, 
having won their first two games in Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The Carolina Hurricanes don’t have a lot of swagger, that’s 
not their style. but they are a confident hockey team. They 
won the Central Division. Before coming to Nashville, they 
had beaten the Predators in eight of 10 games. Their body 
language and demeanor was positive, their play outstanding. 

But awaiting the Canes at Bridgestone Arena was a crowd of 
more than 12,000 Predators fans, seemingly ready to will 
their team back into the first-round series. They were loud 
early and they were loud late, through one overtime into a 
second, in Game 3 and Game 4 and the Predators, fully 
engaged, fed off the energy. 

When the players’ legs began to tire and the lungs burning, 
the crowd was there, thundering. Nashville’s Matt Duchene 
scored in the second overtime of Game 3 on Friday for a 5-4 
victory. Luke Kunin did the same Sunday for a 4-3 win. It was 
a series tied 2-2 going to Game 5 at PNC Arena on Tuesday. 

“A tough pill to swallow,” Canes forward Brock McGinn said 
Sunday. 

And what now? 

“It’s two really good fan bases that take a lot of pride in 
getting their buildings rocking,” Canes forward Jordan 
Martinook said Sunday. “I have no doubt the Caniacs are 
sitting back home biting their fingernails, getting ready to tear 
the roof off that place.” 

As Martinook put it, the Preds “held court” by winning their 
two home games. It took two overtimes each time but they 
did it, found a way. Now, the Canes need to do the same. 

“We know what PNC can do,” Martinook said of Canes fans. 
“Can’t wait to get back in front of them and get them juicing 
us up.” 

Where did the Canes go wrong at Nashville? 

With a playoff game every other day, and part of Sunday 
night spent traveling, the players will need to recoup quickly. 
Having now played the Predators 12 times, the coaches 
won’t look to make substantial changes. 

“I thought we played great,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said of Sunday’s Game 4. “I felt like we had the play most of 
the game. In overtime it felt like we were in their end. It’s one 
of those things. We couldn’t find a way to get one.” 

Brind’Amour can only hope that injured defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin will be able to play after missing the past three games. 

Slavin’s absence has been felt. Dougie Hamilton, Slavin’s 
defensive partner, has not been the same without him and 
did not play well Sunday. 

Hamilton’s tripping penalty early in the third period after 
Brock McGinn had given the Canes a 3-2 lead with his 
second goal, resulted in a Preds power-play goal. On Kunin’s 
winning goal, Hamilton was behind the net instead of in front 
of it and could not recover quickly enough, leaving goalie 
Alex Nedeljkovic exposed for Kunin’s winning shot. 

No one can fault Nedeljkovic, a rookie in his first Stanley Cup 
playoffs, but Juuse Saros was the better goaltender the past 
two games. He was Sunday in stopping 58 shots, a franchise 
record in the playoffs. 

One can fault the Canes’ power play. They were 0-4 Sunday 
with a man advantage -- Carolina is 2-for-14 in the series -- 
as the Canes’ top unit remained predictable, the puck 
movement too slow. Maybe Brind’Amour will consider 
changing things up on the two units -- Teuvo Teravainen, for 
example, might be best suited on the top unit. 

The pressure is on the favorite 

In 2019, the Canes lost the first two games to the 
Washington Capitals on the road to start their first-round 
series. They came back to PNC Arena to win twice. Most 
people know the rest, of how McGinn’s goal in double 
overtime won Game 7 in Washington to eliminate the 2018 
Stanley Cup champions. Once a series take a swing .. 

The Canes are 22-3-5 at home this season, including the two 
playoff wins over Nashville. The Predators have never won a 
playoff series after losing the first two games on the road. 
But do those records really mean anything? 

The Cane.s have often said that the playoff losses to the 
Boston Bruins the past two years have only added to their 
hunger to go farther in the playoffs. They believe they have 
the team to do it. But the Predators seemed to be the 
hungrier team the past two games and handed the Canes 
two gut-wrenching losses. 

“We’ve got to keep our heads held high here,” McGinn said. 
“It’s a long series and it’s now a best-of-three. We’ve got to 
go home, regroup. We need to go back and get PNC 
rocking.” 

Predators at Hurricanes 

When: Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh
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Rexrode: Predators have Canes on the ropes, assuming both have the energy to continue 

By Joe Rexrode 

Nothing all that surprising took place in the first three games 
between Carolina and Nashville, from the Hurricanes looking 
like the superior team overall to the Predators finding a way 
to keep this a series with Game 3 guttiness. 

No jaws dropped at the sight of Juuse Saros stepping up and 
continuing his regular-season surge amid difficult conditions. 
Nor at Carolina’s special teams being better, Carolina finding 
good goaltending of its own, increasing angst between teams 
that met for the 12th time this season in Sunday’s Game 4, 
mistakes from the officials, one side or the other complaining 
about the officials (Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour took 
those honors), injuries, overtime periods, lineup changes or 
emotional swings. OK, it was a bit surprising to see Nashville 
coach John Hynes take Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen 
off the power play in Game 3, and for both to respond with 
the best they’ve given this team — Johansen’s best in a long 
time, Duchene’s best in two seasons with the Preds. But 
Hynes has sat down both before, and they’ve both done 
some things in this league. This was all still trending toward 
Canes in five, as picked by 99.3 percent (give or take a few 
percentage points) of hockey media types. 

And now? Now we can start talking about surprises. And 
legendary/epic games and epic/legendary performances and 
the magic of the Stanley Cup playoffs and ice baths big 
enough to get Saros and Hurricanes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic 
ready for Tuesday’s Game 5. Maybe let them both sleep until 
then. Maybe everyone involved should grab an extra nap. 

By the time Luke Kunin smashed his stick, detoured to the 
Preds bench to grab a new one from cat-quick equipment 
manager Pete Rogers, got back into the play, shot in front of 
the net to take a Mikael Granlund feed from behind the net 
and popped it past Nedeljkovic to win Game 4 by a 4-3 count 
in double overtime and tie the series, these teams had 
played 191 minutes of weekend hockey at rocking 
Bridgestone Arena. For those unschooled in math and/or 
hockey, 120 minutes were scheduled to be played. 

“The energy and the atmosphere, you almost feel numb out 
there,” said Johansen, who was great again and had a stick-
back goal somewhere in that “Whoa, what a play!” tapestry. 
“You feel like a robot. Your legs keep turning.” 

By the time Kunin ended it and went Cobra Kai on Alex 
Carrier in a fittingly unhinged celebration, Saros had become 
the second goalie in playoff history to save 50 or more shots 
in consecutive playoff games (he had 58 on Sunday after 52 
on Friday), joining Curtis Joseph in 1993. 

Nedeljkovic had stopped 97 of his own in those two games, 
including some doozies in the third period and beyond 
Sunday, when the Preds managed to gain footing in a 
territory battle dominated by the Canes in the first two 
periods. 

Duchene had cut open his forehead on a vicious check, on 
another day of frenzied fight from him, his game-high seven 
shots on goal, including a spin and backhand try in the first 
overtime that would have rivaled his filthy Friday winner. 

Eeli Tolvanen had blocked a shot, stickless, with as much of 
his body as he could throw in front of it, on a day that saw 
the Preds block a whopping 31, which prompted Hynes to 
say later: “They want to eat the puck.” 

Tolvanen had almost won it a few times. Same with Nick 
Cousins, to add to his tying power-play goal in the third. 
Same with Calle Jarnkrok. Same with Filip Forsberg. Same 
with Sebastian Aho. Same with Andrei Svechnikov. 

Officials had taken Brind’Amour’s public complaining to heart 
— it was 14-6 Preds in power plays in Games 2 and 3 — or 
maybe just did the same job in a different kind of game, but 
the final result was four power plays for the Canes, two for 
the Preds. And, surprise, the Preds with the only power-play 
goal. 

Titans offensive tackle Taylor Lewan had graced the video 
board at Bridgestone with another postseason beer-chugging 
performance, this time getting a majority of the suds on his 
shirtless torso. The fact that it was just Michelob Ultra made 
it less tragic. 

These teams had been within a goal of each other for all but 
13 minutes of the four games, which of course adds up to 
more than five games of hockey. 

Kunin had gone so long between goals — he opened the 
scoring 57 seconds after the opening faceoff — that there 
was no way those two plays took place in the same game. 
Kind of like there’s no way the Nashville team that went 11-
16-1 in the first half of the season and 20-7-1 in the second 
half was the same team. Kind of like there’s no way the 
Predators who were overwhelmed in the third period of 
Game 1 and outscored 8-2 in the first two games are the 
Predators who are now applying massive pressure to a bona 
fide Stanley Cup contender. 

And yet here we are. The Predators gave Rogers a round of 
applause in the winning locker room for his unofficial game-
winning assist — not only did he get Kunin that stick quickly, 
he got him the right stick. And both teams hopefully got right 
to the rest, fluids and granola required to be ready for Game 
5. 

Carolina is the superior team here, even without top 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin, but the consistent ability of 
Nashville to hang in there — starting with the work of Saros 
— and summon counterpunches has been something to 
behold. This team has become something for Nashville to 
embrace. 

“You know, you’ve just got to be mentally tough,” Johansen 
said. “You’ve got to stay ultra-focused, and your details have 
got to be sharp.” 
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The pressure on Carolina to do those exact things has now 
become heavy. That’s what happens when you’re so close to 
getting a series in position to end and instead face a brand 
new best-of-three. Hockey history tells us there’s no telling 

what happens from here. Math tells us there will definitely be 
another game in Nashville, Game 6 on Thursday, in front of 
another crowd of 12,135. Hide the Michelob Ultra.

 

Double the pain: Hurricanes lose 2nd straight 2OT game in Nashville 

The series is tied 2-2 with Game 5 set for Tuesday in Raleigh 

By Cory Lavalette 

Luke Kunin evened the first-round playoff series between the 
Hurricanes and Predators when he scored the game-winning 
goal at 16:20 of double overtime to give Nashville a 4-3 
Game 4 win at home to knot the series at 2-2. 

Brock McGinn scored twice for Carolina, and Vincent 
Trocheck had the Hurricanes’ other goal. 

Three Thoughts 

1. For the second straight game, the Hurricanes came out on 
the wrong end of a double-overtime game. 

“It’s a tough pill to swallow,” McGinn said. “You never want to 
lose in overtime, and you work so hard to get it into double 
overtime there and to lose both of them? It’s not easy. But I 
think this group has been here before. I think we just got to 
come out, regroup and just go out and play the next game.” 

Carolina dominated possession all game (63.43%, according 
to Natural Stat Trick), including a 26-9 shot attempt 
advantage in the second overtime. But the Predators were 
opportunistic, never more so than on the game-winning goal 
when Dougie Hamilton drifted from his assignment and 
Kunin scored the game-winning goal (more on this below). 

2. Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour was disappointed in 
the disparity of penalties between the teams in Games 2 & 3. 
Given Carolina’s huge edge in possession, Sunday’s 4-2 
power play advantage was probably more to the Hurricanes’ 
liking. The result of those power plays? Not so much. 

Carolina was 0 for 4 with the man advantage, managing just 
six shots on goal in 8 minutes on the power play. That 
included no shots in the Hurricanes’ chance in the first 
overtime. 

The Predators fared much better, getting just two chances 
but scoring the tying goal 3:15 into the third on a Nick 
Cousins redirection that got past Carolina goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic (39 saves). 

“The power play, we gotta score there,” Brind’Amour said. 
“That’s the difference in the game.” 

3. With back-to-back 50-save games, Predators goalie Juuse 
Saros has rightfully earned a lot of credit for Nashville getting 

back into the series. But his performances have had nothing 
on Nedeljkovic. 

Carolina’s rookie goalie made his first gaffe of the series 
early in the second period, failing to cover a loose puck that 
Ryan Johansen eventually chucked into the net to give 
Nashville a 2-1 lead. It would have been easy for Nedeljkovic 
to be rattled — especially since he was already coming off a 
double-overtime loss — but he instead became more 
resilient. 

He made a 2-on-0 save on Yakov Trenin shortly after the 
mishap, and he also used his puck-handling skills to get 
Carolina out of its end right before McGinn scored his goal 
late in the second period. Another save — one that was 
negated played the puck with a high stick — saw him going 
from side to side for another dazzling stop. 

“He’s a wall back there,” McGinn said of Nedeljkovic. “He 
gives us a chance to win every night. All three of our goalies 
this year have done an incredible job. Whoever’s in the net, 
they’re gonna go out there and give us a chance.” 

The end result of Nedeljkovic’s two starts in Nashville was 
two losses, but he has been at least as good as Saros in the 
series. Nedeljkovic’s numbers through four postseason starts 
mirror his remarkable regular season (.928 save percentage, 
2.13 goals-against average in the playoffs; .932, 1.90 in the 
regular season) as do Saros’ stats (.927, 2.28 regular 
season; .929, 2.52 playoffs). 

Number To Know 

0 — Shots on goal for Nashville’s Mikael Granlund in 30:57, 
making the Predators winger the 15th forward in the 21st 
century to play more than 30 minutes in a playoff game 
without registering a shot on goal. 

Granlund also became the first to accomplish the feat while 
collecting two points, assisting on Preds’ first goal and the 
game-winner. The most minutes played by a forward without 
a shot since 2000 belongs to Columbus’ Cam Atkinson, who 
played 39:49 in the Blue Jackets’ 3-2 five-overtime loss to 
Tampa Bay in Game 1 of their first-round series last year. 

They Said It 

“I have no doubt the Caniacs are sitting back home biting 
their fingernails getting ready to tear the roof off that place. 
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… Can’t wait to get back in front of them and get them juicing 
us up.” 

— Hurricanes forward Jordan Martinook on the team 
returning home for Tuesday’s Game 5 at PNC Arena 

Plus 

Brock McGinn, Hurricanes forward — Look up “glue guy” in 
the dictionary and you’re likely to find a picture of McGinn. 
From being one of the team’s top penalty killers to someone 
Brind’Amour relies on for his responsible game and 
toughness, McGinn is one of the heart-and-soul players of 
the Hurricanes. 

On Sunday, he was also Carolina’s top offensive threat. He 
scored with 1:55 left in the second period to tie the game 2-2, 
then gave the Hurricanes the lead just 13 seconds into the 
third period with his second goal. 

Minus 

Dougie Hamilton, Hurricanes defenseman — Observers 
have rightfully heaped praise upon Brett Pesce and Brady 
Skjei for the workload they’ve taken on in Jaccob Slavin’s 
absence. Hamilton, however, has struggled without his 
defense partner. 

Those problems came to a head at the end of Game 4 when 
Hamilton misidentified a play in his own end, thinking he 
could get to the puck as it was headed behind the Carolina 
net. He looped around the net, but by the time he returned to 
the front the puck was already on Kunin’s stick and in the 
goal. 

His errant pass through the neutral zone in the game’s first 
minute also led to the Predators’ first goal, also by Kunin, 
and poured gasoline on a Nashville crowd that was already 
ignited. 

The Hurricanes could live with the occasional mistake by 
Hamilton if he was producing in the offensive end. While he 
did have a team-high seven shots on goal and 13 shot 
attempts in all, he was again held off the scoresheet except 
for a two-minute penalty — the one that led to Cousins’ 
power play goal. 

I asked Brind’Amour how much the team, and Hamilton 
specifically, missed Slavin being in the lineup. The Carolina 
coach addressed only the first part of the question. 

“There’s no question,” Brind’Amour said of Slavin’s absence 
affecting his team. “He is one of the best players in the 
league. Take him out on anybody’s lineup, you’re gonna 
miss him.” 

The trouble is Hamilton has underperformed in the 
postseason throughout his Hurricanes career. He totaled six 
points — including three goals — in Carolina’s seven-game 
first-round series against the Capitals in 2019, but he has 
just one goal and three assists in the 17 games since. He did 
not play in the Hurricanes’ three-game sweep of the Rangers 
in the play-in round last year. 

It’s more than fair to wonder whether this is a Slavin problem 
or a Hamilton problem.
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Game 4 Recap: Canes Fall Again in Double Overtime 

McGinn scores twice, but Preds even series in 4-3 2OT final 

By Michael Smith 

NASHVILLE - The Carolina Hurricanes dropped a double-
overtime heartbreaker for the second game in a row, falling 
to the Nashville Predators 4-3 in Game 4. 

Brock McGinn tallied two goals, but Luke Kunin's second of 
the game was the difference in the second overtime. 

"It's a tough pill to swallow," McGinn said. "You work so hard 
to get it into double overtime. To lose both of them is not 
easy, but this group has been here before." 

The Big Picture 

Less than 48 hours after playing 94 minutes and 54 seconds 
of hockey, the Canes played 96 minutes and 10 seconds of 
hockey, two of the three longest playoff games in franchise 
history. That's physically draining, obviously, and then to lose 
both games is mentally draining. 

But even though the Predators evened out the series at two 
games apiece, the Canes aren't smashing the panic button. 
And why would they? They still have home-ice advantage in 
what is now a best-of-three series, and when they look back 
at tape from Game 4, they're going to like a whole lot of what 
they see. 

The Canes peppered Juuse Saros with 61 shots. His 
franchise-record 58 saves was a big reason why the game 
went to double overtime again in the first place. 

The shot attempt numbers illustrate even more dominance. 
The Canes out-attempted the Predators 129-72, including 
38-8 in the first period and 26-9 in the second overtime. 

"If you watch that game, it's evident what makes us 
successful. We get in on the forecheck, start rumbling 
around, take pucks to the net," Jordan Martinook said. "It's a 
recipe for success. We're wearing them down. That's what 
we want to do. They're going to score goals, but we need to 
just stick with what we do and what makes us successful. 
That's all we need to do. We're right there." 

The Canes will digest video and make little tweaks here and 
there and maybe key in on an 0-for-3 power play 
performance in Game 4, but aside from the result, there's not 
much the team is going to want to change moving forward in 
the series. 

"When you get worried is when those chances aren't coming. 
We're getting those chances. They're there. We have a 
skilled team. If we keep getting those chances, they'll 
eventually go in. I like our chances if we keep getting them 
and keep doing what we're doing," Martinook said. "I like 
where our game is at. We'll be OK." 

Sometimes you win, sometimes you lose and sometimes the 
bounces just don't go your way. 

"You want better. You feel like you deserve better. It doesn't 
work that way," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We have 
to regroup and come back. It's cliché, but what's done is 
done. We're moving on." 

Fist Bumps 

Brock McGinn  

Playoff Brock McGinn has arrived. 

McGinn, no stranger to scoring big goals in the postseason, 
tallied a critical pair, one to tie the game late in the second 
period and one to give the Canes their first lead of the game 
just 13 seconds into the third. 

McGinn's first of the game was a bullet from the near boards. 
Saros couldn't spot it through a screen in front, and the puck 
pinged off the post and in, which tied the game at two with 
1:55 left in the second. 

Just 128 seconds of game time later, McGinn gave the 
Canes their first lead of the afternoon. Jordan Staal won the 
opening draw, and the Canes got the puck deep and got to 
work on the forecheck. Martinook laid a heavy hit on Roman 
Josi on the right-side boards. Staal claimed the loose puck 
and dished it into the slot, where it rattled around and ended 
up on McGinn's stick. As he was falling to the ice, McGinn 
lifted a wrist shot over Saros' blocker-side shoulder. 

Vincent Trocheck  

The Canes dominated shot attempts in the first period, 38-8. 
Of those 38 attempts, 17 pucks were on net, and the one 
that went in was a greasy one, but that's playoff hockey, 
right? And they all count just the same. 

Martin Necas threw a changeup, but Vincent Trocheck got 
his blade on the trickling puck to help it over the goal line. 

The goal was Trocheck's second in as many games. 

Stats Pack 

40:16: Brett Pesce logged a game-high 40:16 of ice time, this 
after playing 39:27 on Friday. Over the last three games, 
Pesce has totaled 107:45 of ice time. 

39: Alex Nedeljkovic equaled his jersey number in saves with 
39. Time and time again he came up with game-saving 
stops. He turned aside a 2-on-0 opportunity. 

And he'll give Nick Cousins nightmares. 

13: McGinn's second goal of the game, scored 13 seconds 
into the third period, is the fastest goal from the start of a 
period in franchise postseason history. 
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Quote of the Night 

"It's two really good fanbases that take a lot of pride in 
getting their buildings rocking. I have no doubt the Caniacs 
are sitting back home biting their fingernails getting ready to 
tear the roof off that place." - Jordan Martinook 

Up Next 

It's back to Raleigh for Game 5 on Tuesday. 

"There's not much that needs to be said," Brind'Amour said. 
"We need to replicate that kind of game, and I'll feel pretty 
good if we do."

 

 

Predators defeat Hurricanes in Game 4 in 2OT, even series 

Kunin scores second at 16:10 for Nashville, which gets 58 
saves from Saros 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

Luke Kunin scored his second goal at 16:10 of the second 
overtime, and the Nashville Predators evened the Stanley 
Cup First Round with a 4-3 win against the Carolina 
Hurricanes in Game 4 at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville on 
Sunday. 

Kunin won it when he beat goalie Alex Nedeljkovic with a 
one-timer from the left hash marks off a pass from Mikael 
Granlund. Kunin entered the Hurricanes zone unchecked 
after going to the bench to replace a broken stick. 

"I broke my stick, our equipment guy (Pete Rodgers) had it 
ready," Kunin said. "I got up in the slot and found a way to 
get it in there. Great play by [Calle Jarnkrok and Granlund]. 
Just happy it went in." 

Juuse Saros made 58 saves for the Predators, the No. 4 
seed in the Discover Central Division, who won for the 
second straight game in the second overtime following a 5-4 
victory in Game 3 here Friday. 

"[Saros] puts in the work, but the maturation of the player 
mentally and emotionally are the big differences now," 
Nashville coach John Hynes said. "He's done a really good 
job, and we're going to need him to continue to do so." 

Brock McGinn scored twice, and Nedeljkovic made 39 saves 
for the Hurricanes, the No. 1 seed.  

"I thought we played great," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "Felt like we had the play most of the game. In 
overtime, it felt like we were at their end. Eventually, they're 
going to score if we don't score. We couldn't find a way to get 
one, but I love the way our guys are playing." 

Game 5 of the best-of-7 series will be at Carolina on 
Tuesday. 

"It's definitely draining, disappointing losing those two," 
McGinn said. "But they're playing just as long as we are. 

We're both in the same situation. Everyone has to go home, 
we have to recover, regroup and come back the day after." 

Kunin scored 57 seconds into the first period to give 
Nashville a 1-0 lead. Granlund tried to split Brett Pesce and 
Brady Skjei, and the loose puck went to Kunin, who shot five-
hole on Nedeljkovic while cutting through the low slot. 

Vincent Trocheck tied it 1-1 at 18:03. Martin Necas toe-
dragged Matt Benning before fanning on a shot, but the puck 
trickled into the crease, where Trocheck swiped it into the 
net. 

Ryan Johansen gave the Predators a 2-1 lead at 4:53 of the 
second, scoring on a backhand in the slot after Nedeljkovic 
failed to cover a loose puck. 

"We did a lot of good things tonight," Johansen said. "You've 
just got to be mentally tough. You've got to stay ultra-
focused, and your details got to be very sharp." 

Brind'Amour found no fault on the play with his rookie goalie, 
who has played all four games in the series. 

"He was great," Brind'Amour said. "Of course he'd like to 
have that one back. That's what happens, didn't get the 
break. It wasn't for lack of effort." 

McGinn tied it 2-2 at 18:05 of the second with a slap shot 
from the left boards that went through a screen and off the 
right post. He then gave the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead 13 
seconds into the third period, lifting a wrist shot under the 
crossbar from in front. 

Nick Cousins tied it 3-3 at 3:15 when he redirected Erik 
Haula's shot over Nedeljkovic's glove on the power play. 

"Since Day One, we've loved the character in our room," 
Johansen said. "The resilience is showing when we need it 
most. That's our group, and we continue to try and get better 
and keep moving forward." 

NOTES: Saros, who tied the then Nashville record for the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs with 52 saves in Game 3, is the second 
NHL goalie since 1955-56 to make at least 50 saves in 
consecutive playoff games. Curtis Joseph made 61 and 57 
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saves for the St. Louis Blues in Games 1 and 2 of the 1993 
Norris Division Semifinals. … Pesce had three shots on goal, 
two hits and one blocked shot in a game-high 40:16 of ice 

time. … Carolina defenseman Jaccob Slavin missed a third 
straight game with a lower-body injury.

 

Hurricanes remain confident after Game 4 loss to Predators evens series 

Take 61 shots on goal in second straight 2OT defeat 

By Tracey Myers 

The Carolina Hurricanes weren't disappointed in their 
performance in a 4-3 double-overtime loss to the Nashville 
Predators in Game 4 of the Stanley Cup First Round at 
Bridgestone Arena on Sunday. 

The best-of-7 series is tied after the Hurricanes lost in 
double-overtime for the second straight game. 

But the Hurricanes, who had 61 shots on goal, don't plan on 
changing much for Game 5 on Tuesday in Carolina.  

"I think if you watch that game, it's evident of what makes us 
successful," Hurricanes forward Jordan Martinook said. "We 
get in on our forecheck and start rumbling around and take 
pucks to the net, we get pucks low to high. It's a recipe for 
success." 

The Hurricanes, the top seed in the Discover Central 
Division, couldn't get one more goal against the Predators, 
the fourth seed and goalie Juuse Saros, who set a Nashville 
record with 58 saves in Game 4, 20 coming after regulation. 
Saros has made 110 saves on 117 shots in the past two 
games. He had tied the Predators record with 52 saves in 
the Game 3 victory. 

"He's playing well," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 
"I mean, obviously you'd like to get (to the net) more. They've 
got big defense, they do a nice job not giving us the seconds. 
But overall, I think it was a real solid game, same as the 
other night. I think we're digging in and doing what we have 

to do to get the opportunities which is all you can do and 
their goalie's playing great. That's part of it." 

Brock McGinn, who scored two goals, said it was draining 
losing two consecutive double-overtime games but wasn't 
disappointed in the overall play. 

"You work so hard to get to double-OT there. To lose both of 
them, it's not easy," McGinn said. "We have to keep our 
heads held high. It's a long series, now basically best of 
three. We've got to go home, regroup, see what we can 
improve on, keep our heads held high and win the next 
game." 

The Hurricanes were 0-for-4 on the power play with six shots 
in Game 4. They are 2-for-14 (14.3 percent) in the series. 

"To me, we needed to connect on that power play," 
Brind'Amour said. "We had some good looks, but again 
[Saros] was good. But we have to find a way to [make it] 
count there. if you keep knocking on the door, you'll get your 
goals." 

The Hurricanes just want to keep playing their style in Game 
5. 

"We're wearing them down and that's what we want to do 
there," Martinook said. "They're going to score goals, but we 
need to just stick to what we do and what makes us 
successful. It's just two overtime games that can go either 
way. It's right there."
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Preds beat Canes 4-3 in double OT again to tie series at 2-2 

By Teresa M. Walker 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — The Nashville Predators are 
finding that neither a broken stick nor back-to-back double 
overtime games can stop them.  

Not with the biggest crowds for an NHL game this season 
behind them and goalie Juuse Saros in net.  

Luke Kunin scored his second goal at 16:10 of the second 
overtime after breaking his stick as the Predators beat the 
Carolina Hurricanes 4-3 on Sunday, tying the series at 2-2.  

Kunin broke his stick in the neutral zone and went to the 
bench where equipment manager Pete Rogers had a 
replacement ready. Kunin then skated up the slot and beat 
Alex Nedeljkovic off a pass from Mikael Granlund.  

Nashville coach John Hynes said they gave Rogers a round 
of applause in the locker room for having a stick ready as 
Kunin neared the bench. After the exchange, Kunin took 
advantage of the Hurricanes not picking him up. 

“He’s coming into the zone a little bit later, so it’s quite a little 
bit tougher read for their D to see him coming in late in that,” 
Hynes said. “A heck of a play by Granlund to be able to find 
him there.” 

Saros made a franchise-record 58 saves to ensure this 
series will return to Nashville. Game 5 is Tuesday night in 
Carolina.  

“He’s a stud,” Predators center Ryan Johansen said. “He’s a 
big part of our team success and our success rate in these 
last two games. ... He’s going to keep doing his thing, and 
we’re going to keep counting on him.” 

Johansen and Nick Cousins scored, and Mattias Ekholm and 
Mikael Granlund each had two assists.  

This was the first time both teams had gone to multiple 
overtimes in back-to-back games in a series. Nashville 
improved to 5-3 winning consecutive double overtime 
games, while Carolina dropped to 1-7 overall with one loss 
while still the Hartford Whalers.  

“It’s been a battle,” Kunin said. “I thought our team got better 
as the game went on.”  

Brock McGinn had his first two-goal in the postseason, and 
Vincent Trocheck also had a goal for Carolina. Jordan 
Martinook added two assists. 

“It’s a tough pill to swallow,” McGinn said. “You never want to 
lose in overtime. You work so hard to get into double 
overtime there and to lose both of them, it’s not easy.” 

The catfish had been barely carried off before a raucous 
crowd when Nashville caught Carolina in a line change, and 
Kunin beat Nedeljkovic with a backhander through his legs at 

57 seconds for his first this series. Trocheck tied it, batting in 
the puck off Martin Necas’ shot in a flurry around Saros at 
18:03 of the first. 

Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour complained about how his 
Hurricanes were fighting the refs after 14 penalties through 
Games 2 and 3. They had twice as many power plays as the 
Predators in this game, but went 0 for 4.  

“I think we were the better team in that game,” Brind’Amour 
said. “You want better. You feel like you deserve better. It 
doesn’t work that way as we know. We have to, as a group, 
regroup and come back. It’s cliché. What’s done is done. 
We’re moving on.” 

Johansen put Nashville back up 2-1 at 4:53 of the second, 
reaching around Matt Duchene to backhand the puck past 
Nedeljkovic off the rebound of a shot by Duchene. The 
Predators had a rare 2-on-0 chance a couple minutes later, 
but Nedeljkovic stopped Yakov Trenin with his right pad.  

McGinn tied it at 2 with with 1:55 left in the second. His slap 
shot from the outside edge of the left circle went in off the far 
post. McGinn missed the final 19 games of the regular 
season with an upper-body injury. 

He then gave Carolina its first lead at 3-2 with a wrister 13 
seconds into the third, beating goalie Juuse Saros stick-side.  

But the Predators, 1 of 17 on the man advantage in this 
series, tied it up on their first power play in this game. Dougie 
Hamilton tripped Nashville captain Roman Josi, and Cousins 
redirected Erik Haula’s shot at 3:15 for his first career playoff 
goal in his 25th game after not dressing in Games 1 or 2. 

They got another when Svechnikov went in the box at 5:15 
for cross-checking but couldn’t beat Nedeljkovic. 

SAROS IN NET 

The Predators goalie came in having made 113 saves 
through the first three games of this series, the most saves 
by a Nashville goalie through the first three games of a 
postseason. Saros tied the franchise-record with 52 saves in 
Game 3 and set it in Game 4.  

He became the second goalie since 1955-56 to make 50-
plus saves in back-to-back playoff games. Curtis Joseph had 
61, then 57 for St. Louis at Toronto in 1993.  

CENTURY MARK 

Hurricanes forward Jordan Staal played his 100th career 
postseason game.  

CELEBRITIES ON HAND 

Singer Carrie Underwood and her husband, former 
Predators captain, Mike Fisher, attended the game. Taylor 
Lewan, left tackle for the NFL’s Tennessee Titans, chugged 
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a beer and yanked off his jersey during a standing ovation in 
the second period.

 

 

Painful, avoidable mistakes plague Hurricanes in another double-overtime loss 

Despite putting 60 shots on Saros, the Hurricanes couldn’t 
get out of their own way in their game four loss that tied the 
series up at two games apiece. 

By Brett Finger  

The only thing better than one double-overtime playoff game 
is two double-overtime playoff games. 

Right? 

Well, not for the Carolina Hurricanes, who have watched 
their 2-0 first-round series lead evaporate after a second 
straight double OT heartbreaker in Nashville has gotten the 
Predators right back into this series. 

To make matters worse, you could point to one thing on 
every single goal they allowed and note that it was a very 
avoidable, dumb mistake that let it happen. Those painful 
miscues were the difference on Sunday afternoon. 

Coming off a devastating finish to game three, game four 
couldn’t have started much worse for the Hurricanes in 
Nashville. 

Dougie Hamilton turned the puck over at the end of his first 
shift of the day, and the Predators turned that mistake into an 
instant goal on their first shot on Alex Nedeljkovic. Ryan Ellis 
picked off the errant pass, boosted it to Mikael Granlund and 
Luke Kunin snuck the puck through the legs of Nedeljkovic at 
the 57-second mark. 

Carolina managed to recover in convincing fashion, though. 
The Canes very quickly got to their game and dominated the 
possession and the scoring chances through the remainder 
of the first period. 

A pair of stick penalties from the Predators in the first period 
certainly helped matters for the Hurricanes, who after a poor 
first power-play attempt started to generate real chances in 
their second try. Juuse Saros was outstanding early, though, 
keeping the Canes off the board for most of the first period 
before one final flurry netted Carolina their first goal of the 
game. 

Martin Necas took the puck blue line-to-blue line with two 
minutes to go in the period before making a fancy stick move 
in the slot. He lost the puck, but a number of funky bounces 
sent the puck into the Nashville net for a game-tying goal. 

Vincent Trocheck got credit for the goal, his second in as 
many games. 

The first period ended up being quite lopsided in favor of the 
Hurricanes, who outshot the Predators 17-5 and controlled 
73.24% of the expected goals at 5-on-5. 

The second period told a different story from the first period, 
but it rendered the same outcome. 

The first tally again went to the Predators. And again, it was 
a painfully avoidable mistake that did the Hurricanes in. 

A slot chance from Matt Duchene was stopped by 
Nedeljkovic, but the rookie goalie whiffed on his attempt to 
cover the puck. He instead knocked it right back out in front 
of the net and Ryan Johansen collapsed in on the net to bury 
the rebound and give the Preds a 2-1 lead. 

It was a play that closely resembled a debacle from James 
Reimer during the regular season, except this one obviously 
had the heightened stakes attached. 

Nashville built on that big momentum swing and continued to 
put the pressure on Carolina through the first half of the 
period, culminating in a long 2-on-0 rush that forced 
Nedeljkovic to put the error behind him and make a game-
saving stop. 

And he came through. 

Shortly after that save, the Hurricanes got on the man 
advantage, regained some momentum, and mounted a 
lengthy push to close out the second period. 

Saros matched the Carolina attack move for move until one 
shot off the stick of Brock McGinn found its way through 
traffic, off of the post, and into the back of the net to tie the 
game at two goals apiece. 

McGinn’s goal marked a very positive end to an even period 
of hockey that featured good chances either way. 

Then the third period happened, and it was a wild one. 

On the opening shift of the period, McGinn went flying 
through the air. And he sent a puck flying through the air 
whilst doing so to give the Hurricanes their first lead of the 
game. 

That lead didn’t last long, though. Hamilton got the gate for 
tripping shortly after the go-ahead goal, and it took almost all 
of those two minutes for the Preds to score. 

Nick Cousins deflected a shot by Nedeljkovic with just under 
30 seconds left on the kill, and just like that the game was 
tied yet again. 
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The shifts immediately following the goal were rambunctious, 
and the Predators thrived amidst the chaos and eventually 
drew a bad cross-checking penalty from Svechnikov after a 
whistle in the Carolina zone. 

The second time around, the Hurricanes actually killed the 
penalty, but the drama still surrounded every touch of the 
puck from the Predators, including the shifts after the kill. 
Cousins very nearly scored his second goal of the period and 
gave Nashville the lead, but Nedeljkovic sprawled across the 
crease and made a huge save with the outstretched right 
pad to keep the game at 3-3. 

The chances continued to pile up for Nashville as the final 
minutes of regulation time dwindled away, but Nedeljkovic 
answered the bell with a handful of saves to force the game 
into overtime. 

The Hurricanes started strong in the extra frame, but they 
couldn’t find the back of the net after a few quality chances 
were negated by Saros. In a reverse of game three, they got 
the first man-power advantage in overtime, but they 
squandered their opportunity to put the game away and 
failed to even put a shot on the net. 

The first overtime finally reached its merciful end, but 
unfortunately, that meant that there would be another 

double-overtime. This one ended the same way game three 
ended. 

The Hurricanes managed to get chance after chance in the 
second OT, but a combination of missed shots, blocked 
shots, and Saros saves kept the game going and gave the 
Predators every chance they needed to win their second 
straight game in this series. 

And that’s exactly what they did. 

A dump-in from the blue line saw Carolina’s defensive 
structure to collapse as Hamilton went to cut off the puck 
behind the net as Pesce left to cover the man receiving the 
puck. As a result, there was no one in front of the Canes net 
and Luke Kunin was left wide-open to get the pass from the 
corner and beat Nedeljkovic and win the game. 

For the second straight game, the Hurricanes are double-
overtime losers and the series is right back to square one 
with it now becoming a best-of-three to determine which 
team will play on into the second round of the playoffs. 

Carolina will have the home-ice advantage the rest of the 
way in games five and seven, but there’s no questioning 
which team has the momentum going in its direction. It’s up 
to the Hurricanes to throw the breaks on the Predators and 
remain unbeaten on their home ice on Tuesday.

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, McGinn, and Martinook on Hurricanes’ game four double-
overtime loss 

Brind’Amour, McGinn, and Martinook echoed the sentiment 
that the Hurricanes played well enough to win but just didn’t 
get the bounce in overtime. 

By Brett Finger and Andrew Schnittker  

After a heartbreaking loss in game three of their first-round 
series with the Nashville Predators, the Carolina Hurricanes 
suffered an… arguably even more heartbreaking loss in 
game four, falling 4-3 in double overtime. The series is now 
even at two games apiece heading back to Raleigh for game 
five Tuesday.  

Rod Brind’Amour, Brock McGinn (who scored two goals) and 
Jordan Martinook spoke to the media after the game four 
loss, here’s a full breakdown of everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if there are any issues with how the team is playing: I 
thought we were playing great. I felt like we had to play most 
of the game in overtime, it felt like we were in their end. It 
was just one of those things. Eventually, they were going to 
score if we don’t score if we don’t score and we couldn’t find 
a way to get one. I love the way our guys are playing.  

On missing Jaccob Slavin: There’s no question. He’s one of 
the best players in the league. You take him out of anybody’s 
lineup, you’re going to miss him, especially when you play 
basically another game and a bit, it’s going to show up. So 
it’s part of it, but injuries are a big, big part of playoff hockey, 
and I think our guys have stepped up great that have had to 
fill in his shoes. So other than tonight, obviously the power 
play we’ve got to score there, that’s the difference in the 

game, but everything else, I was really happy with, especially 
the effort everyone gave tonight.  

On converting the chances and beating Juuse Saros: He’s 
playing well. Obviously, you’d like to get there more. They’ve 
got big D, they do a nice job not giving us the seconds. But 
overall, I think it was a real solid game, same as the other 
night. I think we’re digging in and doing what we have to do 
to get the opportunities, which is all we can do, and their 
goalie’s playing great. So it’s part of it. 

On the spirit of the team: Of course, they’re crushed. You 
play your butts off like that and I think we were the better 
team in that game. You want better. You feel like you 
deserve better. It doesn’t work that way, as we know. So we 
have to, as a group, regroup and come back. It’s a cliche, but 
what’s done is done and we’re moving on. We’ll try to get 
better in this off day a little bit. If we take that game back to 
the next game, I’ll feel pretty good about it.  

On Juuse Saros: Guys can win you games, and that 
happens. But over a seven-game series, if you just keep kind 
of knocking on the door, eventually you’ll get your goals and 
we had our goals tonight. To me, we needed to connect on 
that power play, we had a few. We had some good looks and 
[Saros] was good, but we’ve got to find a way to count there.  

On Alex Nedeljkovic and the way he bounced back from 
Nashville’s second goal: It’s great. I think the next shift we 
gave up a 2-on-0 and he made a great save and made 
another great save, it was a high stick, but no one knew it 
was going to be a high stick. He was great. Of course, he’d 
like to have that one back, but that’s what happens. The 
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breaks kind of didn’t go our way tonight. It wasn’t for a lack of 
effort.  

On managing the team’s recovery after those two games: 
There’s not much you can do. Get home, hopefully, they’ll 
get some sleep, bring them in, maybe show them a few 
things and what we can tweak here or there. There’s really 
not a lot that needs to be said and not a lot that needs to be 
done. We’ve got to replicate that kind of game and I feel 
pretty good if we do.  

Brock McGinn 

On how the team needs to respond after two devastating 
losses: I think we gotta keep our heads held high here. It’s a 
long series, and now it’s a best-of-three. We gotta go home, 
regroup, look at the film, see what we can improve on, and 
keep our heads held up high and win the next game. 

On what goes through a player’s mind as another game goes 
to double overtime: You want to go out and play the exact 
same way you have the whole game. You’re trying to limit 
their chances as well as you’re trying to finish the game. The 
way you do that is by keeping it simple and going out there 
and playing our style of game and wear them down. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t come out with these two wins here, 
but we get to go home, regroup, and go back to PNC. 

On the frustration in getting so many shots, but not getting 
the results: It’s definitely a tough pill to swallow. Losing in 
overtime is never fun, but I think we went out and played a 
good game. I think we got a lot of puck to the net, so we just 
have to keep playing the way we are. Hopefully, we get 
those bounces. We just can’t get away from our game. 

On the physical and mental toll of the last two games: It’s 
definitely draining. It’s disappointing losing those two, but 
they’re out there playing just as much as we are. We’re both 
in the same situation. We get a day tomorrow to recover and 
regroup and come back the day after. 

On how much of it is a mental hurdle late in those games 
and what the mood was postgame: It’s a tough pill to 
swallow. You never want to lose in overtime. You work so 
hard to get it into double overtime, and to lose both of them 
is not easy. This group has been here before. We just have 
to regroup and go out and play the next game. 

On Alex Nedeljkovic’s effort: He’s a wall back there. He gives 
us a chance to win every night. All three of our goalies this 
year have done an incredible job. Whoever’s in the net, 
they’ll go out there and give us a chance. Unfortunately, we 
couldn’t get these two for Ned, but we just have to go back 
and get PNC rocking and try to get the next one. 

Jordan Martinook 

On the disappointment in not getting that win for Nedeljkovic: 
It is for everybody. We battled hard. It can go either way 

when you’re in that situation, and they got two here. In 
overtime, it’s the flip of a coin. Whoever gets a chance and 
buries it. Obviously, we wanted to get it for Ned, but we 
wanted to get it for everyone out there battling. Pesce and 
Skjei, the last two games, have played like 80 minutes of 
hockey between the two of them. There are guys playing 
huge minutes and doing a lot of things and we want to get it 
for them and our goalie, too. 

On the importance of not getting too up or down in a series: 
It’s the playoffs. You want to win at home. They obviously 
took care of business and won their two games at home. We 
were in overtime, it could’ve gone either way in both games. 
It’s tied, but we played really good tonight and I thought we 
played good the other night, too. It’s just the nature of the 
beast when you get to overtime. It’s whoever gets that 
chance. 

On what needs to be done in order to right the ship for game 
five: Just stick with what we’re doing. If you watch that game, 
it’s evident of what makes us successful. We get in on the 
forecheck and start rumbling around and take pucks to the 
net and get pucks low to high. It’s a recipe for success. 
We’re wearing them down and that’s what we want to do. 
They’re gonna score goals, but we need to stick with what 
we do and what makes us successful. That’s all we need to 
do. We’re right there. It’s two overtime games, it can go 
either way. We’re right there. 

On the frustration in not being able to score more after 
getting so many shots: He’s playing well, so we need to get 
in front of him more and get more traffic there and make it 
hard on him. When you get worried is when the chances 
aren’t coming. We’re getting the chances. They’re there. We 
have a skilled team. If we keep getting those chances, they’ll 
eventually go in. I like our chances if we keep getting them 
and keep doing what we’re doing. We lost these two, but 
we’re right there. It’s the flip of a coin in overtime. I like where 
we’re at. We’ll be okay. 

On the importance of home ice: Look at the first two games. 
It’s two really good fan bases that take a lot of pride in 
getting their building rocking. I have no doubt the Caniacs 
are sitting back home biting their fingernails, getting ready to 
tear the roof off of that place. It’s two really passionate fan 
bases going at it. It’s fun to hear it. They got it rocking, and 
we know what PNC can do. We can’t wait to get back in front 
of them and get us juiced us up. 

On what the mood is in the locker room after the game: It’s 
not frustration. It’s a shot. They got the two shots they 
needed in those games. Obviously, we’re frustrated, we don’t 
want to lose. If we get those shots, then the series is over. 
They did what they had to do. They held court. Now we have 
to go home and do what we need to do and hold court. Keep 
at the grind and keep doing what we’re doing.
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TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251626038.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article251627093.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251625533.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251632813.html 

https://theathletic.com/2607617/2021/05/23/rexrode-predators-have-canes-on-the-ropes-assuming-both-have-the-energy-to-continue/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/05/double-the-pain-hurricanes-lose-2nd-straight-2ot-game-in-nashville/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/game-4-recap-canes-fall-again-in-double-overtime/c-324948764 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-game-4-recap/c-324664034 
https://www.nhl.com/news/hurricanes-remain-confident-after-game-4-loss/c-324947622 

https://apnews.com/article/nashville-predators-carolina-hurricanes-entertainment-hockey-nhl-45375ffa90c25b7aa727fe3e200e3d6c 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/23/22450220/painful-avoidable-mistakes-plague-hurricanes-in-another-double-overtime-loss-predators-

hamilton-nhl 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/23/22450514/they-said-it-brindamour-mcginn-martinook-on-game-four-double-overtime-loss-hurricanes-

predators 
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The Hurricanes’ big advantage over the Predators in upcoming Game 5? 
The Caniacs. 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 23, 2021 08:58 PM,  

 

They flew into Nashville feeling so good about themselves, having won 
their first two games in Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The Carolina Hurricanes don’t have a lot of swagger, that’s not their 
style. but they are a confident hockey team. They won the Central 
Division. Before coming to Nashville, they had beaten the Predators in 
eight of 10 games. Their body language and demeanor was positive, 
their play outstanding. 

But awaiting the Canes at Bridgestone Arena was a crowd of more than 
12,000 Predators fans, seemingly ready to will their team back into the 
first-round series. They were loud early and they were loud late, through 
one overtime into a second, in Game 3 and Game 4 and the Predators, 
fully engaged, fed off the energy. 

When the players’ legs began to tire and the lungs burning, the crowd 
was there, thundering. Nashville’s Matt Duchene scored in the second 
overtime of Game 3 on Friday for a 5-4 victory. Luke Kunin did the same 
Sunday for a 4-3 win. It was a series tied 2-2 going to Game 5 at PNC 
Arena on Tuesday. 

“A tough pill to swallow,” Canes forward Brock McGinn said Sunday. 

And what now? 

“It’s two really good fan bases that take a lot of pride in getting their 
buildings rocking,” Canes forward Jordan Martinook said Sunday. “I have 

no doubt the Caniacs are sitting back home biting their fingernails, 
getting ready to tear the roof off that place.” 

As Martinook put it, the Preds “held court” by winning their two home 
games. It took two overtimes each time but they did it, found a way. Now, 
the Canes need to do the same. 

“We know what PNC can do,” Martinook said of Canes fans. “Can’t wait 
to get back in front of them and get them juicing us up.” 

WHERE DID THE CANES GO WRONG AT NASHVILLE? 

With a playoff game every other day, and part of Sunday night spent 
traveling, the players will need to recoup quickly. Having now played the 
Predators 12 times, the coaches won’t look to make substantial changes. 

“I thought we played great,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of 
Sunday’s Game 4. “I felt like we had the play most of the game. In 
overtime it felt like we were in their end. It’s one of those things. We 
couldn’t find a way to get one.” 

Brind’Amour can only hope that injured defenseman Jaccob Slavin will 
be able to play after missing the past three games. Slavin’s absence has 
been felt. Dougie Hamilton, Slavin’s defensive partner, has not been the 
same without him and did not play well Sunday. 

Hamilton’s tripping penalty early in the third period after Brock McGinn 
had given the Canes a 3-2 lead with his second goal, resulted in a Preds 
power-play goal. On Kunin’s winning goal, Hamilton was behind the net 
instead of in front of it and could not recover quickly enough, leaving 
goalie Alex Nedeljkovic exposed for Kunin’s winning shot. 

No one can fault Nedeljkovic, a rookie in his first Stanley Cup playoffs, 
but Juuse Saros was the better goaltender the past two games. He was 
Sunday in stopping 58 shots, a franchise record in the playoffs. 

One can fault the Canes’ power play. They were 0-4 Sunday with a man 
advantage -- Carolina is 2-for-14 in the series -- as the Canes’ top unit 
remained predictable, the puck movement too slow. Maybe Brind’Amour 
will consider changing things up on the two units -- Teuvo Teravainen, for 
example, might be best suited on the top unit. 
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THE PRESSURE IS ON THE FAVORITE 

In 2019, the Canes lost the first two games to the Washington Capitals 
on the road to start their first-round series. They came back to PNC 
Arena to win twice. Most people know the rest, of how McGinn’s goal in 
double overtime won Game 7 in Washington to eliminate the 2018 
Stanley Cup champions. Once a series take a swing .. 

The Canes are 22-3-5 at home this season, including the two playoff 
wins over Nashville. The Predators have never won a playoff series after 
losing the first two games on the road. But do those records really mean 
anything? 

The Cane.s have often said that the playoff losses to the Boston Bruins 
the past two years have only added to their hunger to go farther in the 
playoffs. They believe they have the team to do it. But the Predators 
seemed to be the hungrier team the past two games and handed the 
Canes two gut-wrenching losses. 

“We’ve got to keep our heads held high here,” McGinn said. “It’s a long 
series and it’s now a best-of-three. We’ve got to go home, regroup. We 
need to go back and get PNC rocking.” 

PREDATORS AT HURRICANES 

When: Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 
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If the Hurricanes thought this was going to be easy, it’s anything but now 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

MAY 23, 2021 07:56 PM 

 

Oh, you thought this was going to be easy? 

You thought because the Carolina Hurricanes walked over the Nashville 
Predators in the regular season, then won both games at home to start 
this series, they’d glide through the rest of this to rest up before facing 
the survivor of the Battle of Florida? 

Nope. This is not going to be easy. It never is. 

A series played on a knife edge -- within a goal for all but 13 minutes of 
16 periods -- is officially too close to call. Luke Kunin’s double-overtime 
winner made sure of that Sunday afternoon, giving the Predators their 
second straight double-OT win, 4-3, to tie the series as it moves back to 
Raleigh for Game 5 on Tuesday. 

The Hurricanes may have won the division, and they may be analytically 
superior in this series by a wide margin, but the Predators made the big 
plays when it mattered. In the playoffs, that’s the trump card. 

“We battled hard,” Hurricanes forward Jordan Martinook said. “It can go 
either way when you get into that situation. Obviously, they got the two 
here. Overtime, you flip a coin. Whoever gets a chance and buries it.” 

Friday was the second-longest game the Hurricanes have ever played; 
now Sunday is. A goal in any of the overtimes would have sent the 
Hurricanes home with a chance to clinch. Instead, it’s a best-of-three and 
the Hurricanes have worn valuable tread off their tires. 

If the Hurricanes went to Nashville looking to close things out -- and 
could have, with two timely goals -- they return looking inward, perhaps 
wondering how much they have left in the tank. The absence of the 
indispensable Jaccob Slavin the past three games has been massive, 

especially as both games dragged into extra extra periods, demanding 
an extraordinary effort from both Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei. 

“He’s one of the best players in the league,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “Take him out of anybody’s lineup and you’re going to 
miss him. Especially when you play basically another game, right? And a 
bit? It’s going to show up. That’s part of it, though. Injuries are a big, big 
part of playoff hockey and I think our guys have stepped up great.” 

A LOT OF SHOTS, NOT A LOT OF GOALS 

The Hurricanes won the even-strength battle again but lost the special-
teams battle, finally getting the power plays Brind’Amour demanded from 
the NHL but not doing anything with four of them while the Predators 
scored the game-tying goal in the third on one of only two they had. 

That included one for the Hurricanes early in the first overtime, a second 
tremendous opportunity squandered after Brock McGinn scored at the 
end of the second period and the beginning of the third, 128 seconds 
apart, to give the Hurricanes their first lead, even if it was short-lived. 

Nashville hasn’t made it easy on the Hurricanes, but the Hurricanes 
haven’t made it easy on themselves, either. They’ve been unable to 
consistently turn their utter dominance of possession into any dominance 
on the scoresheet against goalie Juuse Saros, unable to generate 
enough traffic in front of the net or second-chance opportunities, let alone 
finish the chances they are creating. 

An insane total of 117 shots -- and 220 attempts -- led to only seven 
goals over the past two games. 

“Guys can win you games, and that happens, but over a seven-game 
series, if you keep knocking on the door eventually you’ll get your goals,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

BACK TO PNC ARENA TO START FROM SCRATCH 

The Hurricanes have also made critical errors that have given the 
Predators openings they probably didn’t deserve, whether it was Jake 
Bean misplaying the game-winner in Game 3 or Dougie Hamilton’s lazy 
clear that set up the Predators’ opening goal Sunday despite what turned 
out to be the Hurricanes’ most one-sided period of the series. 

Meanwhile, Alex Nedeljkovic was spectacular again to keep the 
Hurricanes close in both games on the road. He gave away one goal 
Sunday, but quickly got it back with a diving save on a two-on-none with 
the Hurricanes down a goal that could have blown the game open. 

The Predators, at home and not missing their best defenseman, were 
better equipped for these marathons. The longer the games went, the 
better Nashville’s chances were. 

For all that, the Hurricanes had more than enough chances to get the 
puck past Saros and win either or both of these road games in regulation, 
let alone the parade of overtimes, which would have dramatically altered 
the trajectory of this series. Instead, they’ll go home and start from 
scratch -- hoping Slavin returns sooner rather than later -- knowing what 
could easily have been the end Tuesday night is just the beginning. 
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Hurricanes fall to Predators in double overtime of Game 4 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 23, 2021 02:04 PM,  

 

Better settle in. It could be a long playoff series. 
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For the second time in three days, the Carolina Hurricanes and Nashville 
Predators went to double overtime at Bridgestone Arena. For the second 
time, the Predators won it, with Luke Kunin’s goal giving them a 4-3 
victory Sunday and a 2-2 tie in the Stanley Cup playoff series. 

Brock McGinn scored twice for the Canes. But the Predators, trailing 2-0 
in the series, returned home Friday and clawed out a 5-4 victory that took 
two overtimes, and did it again Sunday. 

Kunin’s second goal of the game, at 16:10 of the second OT, ended it 
after a defensive breakdown by the Canes. Kunin also scored in the first 
minute of the game. 

The series shifts back to Raleigh for Game 5 on Tuesday at PNC Arena. 

The Hurricanes had a power play four minutes into the overtime after a 
delay-of-game penalty, but the Preds killed it off. That came after the 
Canes were 0-3 on the power play in regulation. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was asked after the game if his players 
were “crushed” by the loss. 

“Of course, they’re crushed,” he said. “You play your butts off like that, 
and I think we were the better team in that game, and you want better. 
You feel like you deserve better. It doesn’t work that way, as we know.” 

“You play your butts off like that and I think we were the better team in 
that game. You want better. You feel like you deserve better. It doesn’t 
work that way, as we know. 

Sunday’s afternoon game was one of quick strikes, deflections, hard hits 
and spectacular saves. Preds goalie Juuse Saros had 58 saves. 

Kunin scored 57 seconds into the game for a 1-0 lead. McGinn’s second 
goal came 13 seconds into the third. Those not already in their seats at 
Bridgestone might have missed one or both. 

The Canes twice tied the score in the game before McGinn’s early goal in 
the third gave Carolina a 3-2 lead. But a penalty on Canes defenseman 
Dougie Hamilton led to a power-play score by the Preds’ Nick Cousins 
for a 3-3 ti 

Brind’Amour gave goalie Alex Nedeljkovic his fourth straight start in the 
playoffs and the Preds again countered with Saros for a fourth game. 
Both had great moments and a few they’d prefer to forget. 

Nedeljkovic gave up a goal to the Preds’ Ryan Johansen in the second 
period when he couldn’t smother a loose puck in front of him in the 
crease. 

Saros had a shot by the Canes’ Martin Necas trickle through him to the 
goal line, where the Canes’ Vincent Trocheck banged it in. But the Canes 
had 61 shots and he made 58 saves, helped along by teammates who 
blocked 31 shots. 

“He’s playing well,” Brind’Amour said. “Obviously, you’d like to get there 
more. They’ve got big D, they do a nice job not giving us the seconds. 
But overall, I think it was a real solid game for us. I think we’re digging in 
and doing what we have to do to get the opportunities, which is all we 
can do, and their goalie’s playing great.” 

But there were huge stops, too, for Nedeljkovic. He stoned Yakov Trenin 
on a two-on-none rush by the Predators, then stopped an Erik Haula shot 
off the rush in the third. 

Late in regulation Nedeljkovic made a hard push to his left to stop a 
Cousins shot after a deflection in front of the net. The Preds’ Haula high-
sticked the puck before the Cousins shot, but Nedeljkovic’s play was 
sensational. 

“He’s a wall back there,” McGinn said. “He gives us a chance to win 
every night.” 

The Canes again played without defenseman Jaccob Slavin, who 
continues to be slowed by lower-body injury. Max Lajoie, who made his 
Hurricanes debut on Friday, got a second start. 

Offense was not a problem. The Canes had a 38-8 advantage in total 
shot attempts in the first period and led 80-45 after three periods. But the 
score was 3-3 and off to overtime they went. 

(Earlier updates) 

THIRD PERIOD: MCGINN SCORES AGAIN 

Canes forward Brock McGinn, who scored late in the second period, did 
it again 13 seconds into the third for a 3-2 lead, but the Predators later 
tied it on a power play. 

McGinn got off a rising shot as he fell on the opening shift of the third. 
That came after he scored with 1:55 left in the second. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour started Jordan Staal with McGinn and 
Jordan Martinook. Staal won the faceoff and both Martinook and Staal 
had assists on the goal. 

But the Preds converted their first power play of the game on a Nick 
Cousins deflection 3:15 into the third. 

SECOND PERIOD: MCGINN TIES IT 

Brock McGinn’s goal late in the second period has pulled the Canes back 
into a 2-2 tie. 

McGinn got off a shot from the left circle, the puck hitting the far post and 
then in the net. With Jordan Martinook in front of the net to screen goalie 
Juuse Saros, McGinn scored his first of the playoffs with 1:55 left in the 
period -- Steven Lorentz and Martinook with the assists. 

The Canes have twice trailed and twice scored late in the period to tie it. 
Their first goal, from Vincent Trocheck, came with 1:57 left in the first 
period for a 1-1 tie. 

Goalie Alex Nedeljkovic has been solid for the Canes in the playoffs, 
limiting his mistakes, but he made one in the second period and it was 
costly. The guy they call “Ned” soon made up for it. 

When Nedeljkovic failed to cover a loose puck in the crease, the Preds’ 
Ryan Johansen collected it and scored for a 2-1 lead. Johansen’s second 
of the playoffs came at 4:53 of the period as Matt Duchene and Mattias 
Ekholm had the assists.’ 

Nedeljkovic recovered from the gaffe for the biggest stop in the first 40 
minutes. The Preds had a two-on-none rush but Nedeljkovic, with a quick 
push to his right, stoned Yakov Trenin and then stopped Trenin again on 
the rebound. 

The Canes’ third power play of the game was uneventful and ineffective -
- Carolina is 0-for-3. But McGinn scored at even strength as the fourth 
line provided some offense. 

FIRST PERIOD: TIED 1-1 

The Predators had the best possible start and the Canes probably the 
worst, but the Canes controlled much the first period, which ended 1-1. 

The Preds’ Luke Kunin scored in the first minute of the game and Vincent 
Trocheck scored late for the Canes, his second in as many games. 

After a poor Dougie Hamilton pass out of the Carolina zone was picked 
off by Ryan Ellis, Kunin got behind the defense in front of the crease to 
beat goalie Alex Nedeljkovic 57 seconds into the first. Mikael Granlund 
,who had a give-and-go with Kunin, and and Ellis had the assists. 

Trocheck scored with 1:57 left in the first after Martin Necas got off a shot 
and the puck trickled through goalie Juuse Saros. Trocheck, on the 
backside, popped in the puck. 

The Canes limited Nashville to five shots in the first and had finished with 
17. Total attempts favored the Canes 38-8. 

Nashville was called for three penalties in the opening period and the 
Canes one, which appeared to anger Preds coach John Hynes, who let 
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his opinion be known to the refs. Carolina’s two power plays produced 
four shots. 

GAME SETUP: FOCUS THE KEY 

The Hurricanes can’t get caught up with the refs, the calls, penalties, bad 
breaks or the Nashville crowd Sunday in Game 4 against the Predators. 

The Canes’ only priority is winning the game and taking a 3-1 series lead 
back to Raleigh. That’s it. The short list. 

“I don’t think we have to worry about any of that stuff outside of playing 
hockey and trying to win a game,” center Sebastian Aho said Saturday. 
“We’re a tight group. We’re not going to let any of that stuff get into us. 

“Every game is important and you just want to do your best to help your 
team win. That’s about it.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Sunday there would be no lineup 
changes for Game 4, meaning defenseman Jaccob Slavin will miss 
another game and goalie Alex Nedeljkovic will start another game. 

Slavin will be scratched for third straight playoff game with a lower-body 
injury that’s now become a major concern for the Hurricanes. 
Brind’Amour continues to call it a “day-to-day” injury, not ruling him out of 
the series, but can’t say when he might play again. 

Slavin’s absence has caused shuffling on the back end. Brady Skjei has 
moved into Slavin’s spot in the top defensive pairing with Dougie 
Hamilton. Jake Bean played with Brett Pesce and Max Lajoie with Jani 
Hakanpaa in Game 3. 

Skjei and Hamilton had their problems as the Preds appeared to take 
advantage of the last change at home and could get some favorable 
matchups. Bean and Pesce held their own as did Lajoie, in his 
Hurricanes, debut and Hakanpaa. According to NaturalStatTrick.com, 
were on the ice for several of the Preds’ scoring chances at even 
strength. 

Brind’Amour on Sunday downplayed the effect of Preds coach John 
Hynes having last change, saying, “I really don’t think it was much of a 
factor. When we’re rolling and playing well it’s never a factor. Obviously it 
becomes more of a factor when we’re missing Jaccob Slavin. That’s a 
big deal. That matchup there, obviously we don’t have anyone to replace 
him. So that can be an issue, certainly.” 

In the second overtime Friday, the Preds’ Matt Duchene took a flip pass, 
got past Bean and beat Nedeljkovic for the winner in a 5-4 victory at 
Bridgestone Arena. 

Nedeljkovic, after allowing two goals in the first two playoff games, faced 
54 shots on Friday in Game 3, including 20 in the two OTs periods. 

Game 5 is Tuesday at PNC Arena. The starting time has not been 
announced. 
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Jaccob Slavin’s continuing absence is making things hard on the 
Hurricanes 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

MAY 23, 2021 01:36 PM,  

 

When Jaccob Slavin played more than 21 minutes in the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ Game 1 win over the Nashville Predators a week ago, it 
certainly seemed like the nagging “lower body” injury that had made their 

best defenseman a day-to-day concern would not be an issue going 
forward. 

It’s been the opposite. Slavin will not play in Game 4 on Sunday, the third 
straight game he’ll miss, and with all the penalties the Hurricanes had to 
kill in games 2 and 3 and Game 3 going to double overtime before the 
Hurricanes lost -- the second-longest game in Hurricanes history -- 
circumstances have not exactly been conducive to papering over the 
absence of the minute-munching defenseman. 

“Obviously it becomes more of a factor when we’re missing Jaccob 
Slavin, that’s a big deal,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said before 
the game Sunday. “At times, that matchup there, obviously we don’t have 
anybody to replace that. That can be an issue, certainly, but I thought our 
guys have hung in there.” 

Brind’Amour has said nothing happened in Game 1 to prolong Slavin’s 
absence and said again Sunday he still hoped the Hurricanes would get 
Slavin back sooner rather than later, but he thought that before the 
previous two games as well. 

“That’s why I was saying he was day-to-day,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Because I was hoping any day he’d say ‘Yeah, I have that feeling.’ It just 
hasn’t happened. … 

“We’re pretty clear on it. We know what’s going on. He’s just got to feel 
good. He’s got to feel like he can play. He just doesn’t feel like that yet. 
We always say a player’s got to feel good about his game before he can 
get in there otherwise he’s just not going to be effective.” 

Maxime Lajoie, who played 16 solid minutes in his Hurricanes and NHL 
playoff debut, remained in the lineup as Slavin’s replacement. 

NED IN GOAL AGAIN SUNDAY 

After stopping 103 of 110 shots in the first three games of the series, the 
Hurricanes went back to rookie goalie Alex Nedejkovic for the start in 
Game 4. There’s no question Nedeljkovic has earned the right to stay in 
net, but the way the Hurricanes have rotated goalies this season, it’s the 
first time Nedelkjovic has started four consecutive games in his NHL 
career. He played three straight from April 20-24 against Tampa Bay and 
Florida, winning twice and losing the third in overtime despite stopping 32 
of 36 shots. 

Brind’Amour said Saturday the Hurricanes would take a long look at how 
Nedeljkovic fared, mentally and physically, after Friday’s marathon loss, 
and wouldn’t hesitate to go to Petr Mrazek if he thought it was the right 
move. 

“That’s kind of how we’ve looked at it all year and why we’ve always kind 
of rotated or didn’t overwork a guy,” Brind’Amour said earlier this week. “I 
would hope that because we did that all year it gives us a little bit more 
flexibility or freedom. If we’d have the opportunity to roll a guy, we could, 
because he didn’t get overworked during the regular season. But we 
always take it one game at a time.” 

JORDAN STAAL FINED 

While Jordan Staal was fined $5,000 by the NHL on Saturday for his slew 
foot on Luke Kunin, Brind’Amour was not fined by the NHL for his 
comments about the officiating after Friday’s loss, Hurricanes general 
manager Don Waddell confirmed. 

Under normal circumstances, nothing Brind’Amour said would normally 
incur a fine -- there’s some latitude to complain about officiating decisions 
as long as the integrity of the officiating isn’t questioned -- but he was 
under double-secret-probation after his $25,000 fine last August. That 
discipline -- which the NHL imposed within three hours of Brind’Amour 
calling the league’s goal-review process “a joke,” carried with it the threat 
of another $25,000 “in the event of similar inappropriate behavior.” 
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Rexrode: Predators have Canes on the ropes, assuming both have the 
energy to continue 

 

By Joe Rexrode May 24, 2021  

 

Nothing all that surprising took place in the first three games between 
Carolina and Nashville, from the Hurricanes looking like the superior 
team overall to the Predators finding a way to keep this a series with 
Game 3 guttiness. 

No jaws dropped at the sight of Juuse Saros stepping up and continuing 
his regular-season surge amid difficult conditions. Nor at Carolina’s 
special teams being better, Carolina finding good goaltending of its own, 
increasing angst between teams that met for the 12th time this season in 
Sunday’s Game 4, mistakes from the officials, one side or the other 
complaining about the officials (Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour took 
those honors), injuries, overtime periods, lineup changes or emotional 
swings. OK, it was a bit surprising to see Nashville coach John Hynes 
take Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen off the power play in Game 3, 
and for both to respond with the best they’ve given this team — 
Johansen’s best in a long time, Duchene’s best in two seasons with the 
Preds. But Hynes has sat down both before, and they’ve both done some 
things in this league. This was all still trending toward Canes in five, as 
picked by 99.3 percent (give or take a few percentage points) of hockey 
media types. 

And now? Now we can start talking about surprises. And legendary/epic 
games and epic/legendary performances and the magic of the Stanley 
Cup playoffs and ice baths big enough to get Saros and Hurricanes 
goalie Alex Nedeljkovic ready for Tuesday’s Game 5. Maybe let them 
both sleep until then. Maybe everyone involved should grab an extra nap. 

By the time Luke Kunin smashed his stick, detoured to the Preds bench 
to grab a new one from cat-quick equipment manager Pete Rogers, got 
back into the play, shot in front of the net to take a Mikael Granlund feed 
from behind the net and popped it past Nedeljkovic to win Game 4 by a 
4-3 count in double overtime and tie the series, these teams had played 
191 minutes of weekend hockey at rocking Bridgestone Arena. For those 
unschooled in math and/or hockey, 120 minutes were scheduled to be 
played. 

“The energy and the atmosphere, you almost feel numb out there,” said 
Johansen, who was great again and had a stick-back goal somewhere in 
that “Whoa, what a play!” tapestry. “You feel like a robot. Your legs keep 
turning.” 

By the time Kunin ended it and went Cobra Kai on Alex Carrier in a 
fittingly unhinged celebration, Saros had become the second goalie in 
playoff history to save 50 or more shots in consecutive playoff games (he 
had 61 on Sunday after 56 on Friday), joining Curtis Joseph in 1993. 

Nedeljkovic had stopped 97 of his own in those two games, including 
some doozies in the third period and beyond Sunday, when the Preds 
managed to gain footing in a territory battle dominated by the Canes in 
the first two periods. 

Duchene had cut open his forehead on a vicious check, on another day 
of frenzied fight from him, his game-high seven shots on goal, including a 
spin and backhand try in the first overtime that would have rivaled his 
filthy Friday winner. 

Eeli Tolvanen had blocked a shot, stickless, with as much of his body as 
he could throw in front of it, on a day that saw the Preds block a 
whopping 31, which prompted Hynes to say later: “They want to eat the 
puck.” 

Tolvanen had almost won it a few times. Same with Nick Cousins, to add 
to his tying power-play goal in the third. Same with Calle Jarnkrok. Same 

with Filip Forsberg. Same with Sebastian Aho. Same with Andrei 
Svechnikov. 

Officials had taken Brind’Amour’s public complaining to heart — it was 
14-6 Preds in power plays in Games 2 and 3 — or maybe just did the 
same job in a different kind of game, but the final result was four power 
plays for the Canes, two for the Preds. And, surprise, the Preds with the 
only power-play goal. 

Titans offensive tackle Taylor Lewan had graced the video board at 
Bridgestone with another postseason beer-chugging performance, this 
time getting a majority of the suds on his shirtless torso. The fact that it 
was just Michelob Ultra made it less tragic. 

These teams had been within a goal of each other for all but 13 minutes 
of the four games, which of course adds up to more than five games of 
hockey. 

Kunin had gone so long between goals — he opened the scoring 57 
seconds after the opening faceoff — that there was no way those two 
plays took place in the same game. Kind of like there’s no way the 
Nashville team that went 11-16-1 in the first half of the season and 20-7-
1 in the second half was the same team. Kind of like there’s no way the 
Predators who were overwhelmed in the third period of Game 1 and 
outscored 8-2 in the first two games are the Predators who are now 
applying massive pressure to a bona fide Stanley Cup contender. 

And yet here we are. The Predators gave Rogers a round of applause in 
the winning locker room for his unofficial game-winning assist — not only 
did he get Kunin that stick quickly, he got him the right stick. And both 
teams hopefully got right to the rest, fluids and granola required to be 
ready for Game 5. 

Carolina is the superior team here, even without top defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin, but the consistent ability of Nashville to hang in there — starting 
with the work of Saros — and summon counterpunches has been 
something to behold. This team has become something for Nashville to 
embrace. 

“You know, you’ve just got to be mentally tough,” Johansen said. “You’ve 
got to stay ultra-focused, and your details have got to be sharp.” 

The pressure on Carolina to do those exact things has now become 
heavy. That’s what happens when you’re so close to getting a series in 
position to end and instead face a brand new best-of-three. Hockey 
history tells us there’s no telling what happens from here. Math tells us 
there will definitely be another game in Nashville, Game 6 on Thursday, 
in front of another crowd of 12,135. Hide the Michelob Ultra. 
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Luke Kunin earns spotlight in Game 4, but Juuse Saros is the Nashville 
Predators' real MVP 

 

PAUL SKRBINA    

 

Luke Kunin started it with a goal 57 seconds into Sunday's game at 
Bridgestone Arena. Luke Kunin ended it, in double-overtime again, with 
the winning goal. Luke Kunin extended it, meaning the Nashville 
Predators' first-round series against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Juuse Saros was the "stud," as teammate Ryan Johansen called him 
after Saros made a postseason franchise-record 58 shots in the 
Predators' 4-3, double-overtime victory, their second straight double-
overtime win, which evened the first-round series 2-2. 

In the process, Saros became just the second goalie in NHL history, 
along with Curtis Joseph (1993), with 50-plus saves in back-to-back 
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playoff games. He tied the franchise record and set a career high with 52 
saves Friday. 

"He's been our best player all year," Kunin said of Saros. 

Series tied: Luke Kunin lifts Nashville Predators to 2OT victory  

Still, the Predators will have to make franchise history or their 2020-21 
season will be history. 

Zero times in 10 attempts have the Predators come back from a 2-1 
deficit in a seven-game playoff series, which they faced going into Game 
4. 

Such comebacks aren’t impossible, but rather improbable, considering 
teams in such a position were 1-12 last season and 154-362 in league 
history. 

A 4-3, double-overtime victory in front of what appeared to be way more 
then the 12,165 people announced in attendance – including Carrie 
Underwood, her husband and former Predators captain Mike Fisher and 
Titans offensive lineman Taylor Lewan, who chugged a couple of beers 
while shirtless – placed the Predators one step closer to that first. 

"We've had some resiliency. We've had some toughness," coach John 
Hynes said after Game 3. "When you get into the playoffs the way we've 
gotten into the playoffs ... you have to put a tough loss or a big win 
behind you." 

The same will be true going into Game 5 Tuesday night at Carolina. 

A few catfish hit the ice at Bridgestone Arena, as is tradition, before the 
puck dropped Sunday. 

He nearly scored again a little more than a minute later, while the crowd 
was taunting Hurricanes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic. 

But the Predators managed just one shot on goal during the next 15-plus 
minutes. 

Vincent Trocheck’s goal with 1:57 left in the first tied the score. 

Johansen's second goal of the series turned out to be the Predators' 
second of the game Sunday. At 4:53 into the second, he shoveled in an 
errant rebound that Nedeljkovic appeared to lose track of for his second 
go-ahead goal in two games. 

It came on the Predators' eighth shot on goal of the game. Moments later 
the Predators failed to capitalize on Yakov Trenin and Mathieu Olivier's 
two-on-none against Nedeljkovic. 

The Hurricanes again waited until late in a period to score in the second, 
when Brock McGinn did the trick to tie it 2-2 with 1:55 remaining. 

That left the Predators in a potentially precarious and positively pivotal 
position – 20 minutes away from being down 3-1 in the series and facing 
an elimination game Tuesday on the road in Raleigh and 20 minutes 
away from tying the series 2-2 and ensuring at least one more home 
game. 

Kunin and Saros made sure the second scenario came to reality. 
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Game 4 overtime victory was Juuse Saros' masterpiece for Nashville 
Predators | Estes 

 

GENTRY ESTES    

 

Juuse Saros has had other masterpieces. Game 4 wasn’t his best 
performance, necessarily. 

But there have been none more important – or heroic. 

This was his playoff moment for the Nashville Predators. 

More than any other game in this heartstopping – and now tied – first-
round playoff series, Sunday’s 4-3 double overtime victory over the 
Carolina Hurricanes at Bridgestone Arena was about the goaltenders. 

Series tied 2-2: Luke Kunin lifts Nashville Predators to 2OT victory 

Both were outstanding – one of them a Canes rookie outplaying his 
experience, the other continuing to carry these Predators and affirm his 
status among the NHL’s elite. 

After tying a franchise record with 52 saves in Game 3, Saros beat it with 
58 in Game 4. That made him the second goalie in NHL history with 
back-to-back playoff games of at least 50 saves. 

The Predators won both home games in overtime, evening up this series 
as it heads back to Raleigh for Game 5, giving Nashville a realistic 
chance to advance when hardly anyone believed it would. 

It was difficult to find paths to victory for the plucky Predators against a 
fearsome Hurricanes team with 80 points in the regular season, third-
best in the NHL. There were good reasons hardly anyone was picking 
against the Canes. 

One exception to that, though, was Saros. 

He had played magnificently in the past weeks. He changed an 
underwhelming Predators team, far more than anyone else. Without 
Saros’ heroics, the Predators wouldn’t have gotten anywhere near these 
playoffs. 

"He's been our best player all year," teammate Luke Kunin said. 

You had to expect at some point in this series that would matter, that 
Saros would be able to swipe a game largely on his own. 

And that ended up being Game 4. 

Nothing against the Canes’ young goalie, Alex Nedeljkovic. He has been 
highly impressive in this series, considering it has been his introduction to 
the Stanley Cup playoffs. Nedeljkovic shut out the Predators to win 
Game 2. On Sunday, he got the start again – a case could have been 
made to sit him after five goals in Friday’s loss – and played extremely 
well. 

But Saros was a bit better – doing it against more pressure than 
Nedeljkovic saw. 

Saros has done it throughout this series. It was one-sided traffic in Game 
1, too. Saros deserved better for his performance in Game 2, holding the 
Canes to one goal until he was pulled for an extra attacker in the final 
moments. Then Game 3 was just a classic, clutch, tireless performance 
under immense pressure. 

Game 4 had that too, though it began to take the form of a duel between 
goalies. Both were making magic all afternoon, one making a tough save 
and the other matching it. 

Nedeljkovic made a huge stop against a two-on-none that could have put 
the Predators in front 3-1 in the second period. Then in the final minute of 
regulation, he somehow covered an open net to stop Nick Cousins’ 
potential game-winner – the save of the game at the time. 

Saros wasn’t perfect Sunday, but who would have been? The Canes 
finished Sunday with a 61-43 edge over the Predators in shots on goal (it 
was 44-26 in regulation). Multiple times, Carolina swarmed the offensive 
zone and didn’t ease up. Saros withstood the storms. He usually does. 

After four games of this series, a difficult truth has been solidified for the 
Predators. They really are facing a team better than they are – smoother, 
more skilled, just as physical.  
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Doesn’t mean the Canes are going to win every puck battle and every 
period, and they haven’t. But they’ve overwhelmed the Predators a lot 
more than the other way around. Even at two games apiece, you still 
favor the Canes to advance with two of the next three games in Raleigh. 

But they’ve got to score, and to do that, they’ve got to get past Saros. 

In that matchup – and only that matchup – do you have to like the 
Predators’ chances. And that could make all the difference. It sure has 
already this season. 
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Predators and Hurricanes are in rare overtime territory in NHL Playoff 
history 

 

Mike Organ    

 

The Nashville Predators and Carolina Hurricanes, who are tied 3-3 in the 
second overtime at Bridgestone Arena, are playing consecutive multiple 
overtime playoff games for the first time. 

This is only the eighth time since 1948 and first time since 2016 an NHL 
playoff series has had multiple overtime games. 

The Predators won Game 3 on Friday 5-4 in double overtime at 
Bridgestone Arena. 

The Predators and Hurricanes also are the first teams since 2014 to play 
consecutive playoff games that each included three or more game-tying 
goals. The Kings and Blackhawks combined to do the same in Games 6 
and 7 of the conference finals in 2014. 

The Predators hold an all-time playoff overtime record of 9-10 (6-4 at 
home), while the Hurricanes are 23-16 (11-8 on the road).    
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Titans OT Taylor Lewan leads second-period standing ovation while 
chugging a beer shirtless 

 

MIKE ORGAN    

 

Tennessee Titans offensive tackle Taylor Lewan led a rousing standing 
ovation Sunday at Bridgestone Arena by throwing his hands in the air, 
chugging a beer and ripping off his Predators sweater. 

Lewan was seated on the glass during the ovation, which came midway 
through the second period with Nashville leading the Carolina Hurricanes 
2-1 in Game 4 of the Stanley Cup Playoffs first round. 

The Bally Sports South cameras missed the ovation, which came during 
a commercial break, but zoomed in on Lewan, who lifted up his daughter 
and waved to the crowd, when the broadcast returned.   
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Luke Kunin is only the fifth Predator to score in first minute of a Stanley 
Cup Playoff game 

 

MIKE ORGAN    

 

Luke Kunin became only the fifth Nashville Predator in Stanley Cup 
Playoff history to score in the first minute Sunday. 

Kunin scored 57 seconds into the game against the Carolina Hurricanes 
at Bridgestone Arena. 

Mikael Granlund and Ryan Ellis assisted on the goal. 

The others Predators who scored in the first minute: Adam Hall (0:16 in 
Game 1 of 2004), Ryan Johansen (0:27 in Game 2 of 2018, round two), 
James Neal (0:35 in Game 1 of 2016) and Colin Wilson (0:41 in Game 4 
of 2016, round two). 
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Drew and Ellie Holcomb sing national anthem before Nashville Predators' 
Game 4 against the Hurricanes 

 

MIKE ORGAN    

 

Country music singer/song writers Drew and Ellie Holcomb sang the 
national anthem before Game 4 of the Predators' series against the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Sunday at Bridgestone Arena. 

The Holcombs wore gold Predators' sweaters while they sang. 

Ellie Holcomb debuted her song "I Don't Want To Miss It," on May 7. The 
song will be on her new album, “Canyon,” which will be released June 
25. 

A catfish was thrown onto the ice soon after the Holcombs finished 
singing. 

County music star Keith Urban sang the national anthem before Friday 
night's Game 3 at Bridgestone Arena.   

The Hurricanes lead the series 2-1, but Nashville won Friday's game 5-4 
in double overtime. 
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Rexrode: Predators have Canes on the ropes, assuming both have the 
energy to continue 

 

By Joe Rexrode May 24, 2021  

 

Nothing all that surprising took place in the first three games between 
Carolina and Nashville, from the Hurricanes looking like the superior 
team overall to the Predators finding a way to keep this a series with 
Game 3 guttiness. 

No jaws dropped at the sight of Juuse Saros stepping up and continuing 
his regular-season surge amid difficult conditions. Nor at Carolina’s 
special teams being better, Carolina finding good goaltending of its own, 
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increasing angst between teams that met for the 12th time this season in 
Sunday’s Game 4, mistakes from the officials, one side or the other 
complaining about the officials (Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour took 
those honors), injuries, overtime periods, lineup changes or emotional 
swings. OK, it was a bit surprising to see Nashville coach John Hynes 
take Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen off the power play in Game 3, 
and for both to respond with the best they’ve given this team — 
Johansen’s best in a long time, Duchene’s best in two seasons with the 
Preds. But Hynes has sat down both before, and they’ve both done some 
things in this league. This was all still trending toward Canes in five, as 
picked by 99.3 percent (give or take a few percentage points) of hockey 
media types. 

And now? Now we can start talking about surprises. And legendary/epic 
games and epic/legendary performances and the magic of the Stanley 
Cup playoffs and ice baths big enough to get Saros and Hurricanes 
goalie Alex Nedeljkovic ready for Tuesday’s Game 5. Maybe let them 
both sleep until then. Maybe everyone involved should grab an extra nap. 

By the time Luke Kunin smashed his stick, detoured to the Preds bench 
to grab a new one from cat-quick equipment manager Pete Rogers, got 
back into the play, shot in front of the net to take a Mikael Granlund feed 
from behind the net and popped it past Nedeljkovic to win Game 4 by a 
4-3 count in double overtime and tie the series, these teams had played 
191 minutes of weekend hockey at rocking Bridgestone Arena. For those 
unschooled in math and/or hockey, 120 minutes were scheduled to be 
played. 

“The energy and the atmosphere, you almost feel numb out there,” said 
Johansen, who was great again and had a stick-back goal somewhere in 
that “Whoa, what a play!” tapestry. “You feel like a robot. Your legs keep 
turning.” 

By the time Kunin ended it and went Cobra Kai on Alex Carrier in a 
fittingly unhinged celebration, Saros had become the second goalie in 
playoff history to save 50 or more shots in consecutive playoff games (he 
had 61 on Sunday after 56 on Friday), joining Curtis Joseph in 1993. 

Nedeljkovic had stopped 97 of his own in those two games, including 
some doozies in the third period and beyond Sunday, when the Preds 
managed to gain footing in a territory battle dominated by the Canes in 
the first two periods. 

Duchene had cut open his forehead on a vicious check, on another day 
of frenzied fight from him, his game-high seven shots on goal, including a 
spin and backhand try in the first overtime that would have rivaled his 
filthy Friday winner. 

Eeli Tolvanen had blocked a shot, stickless, with as much of his body as 
he could throw in front of it, on a day that saw the Preds block a 
whopping 31, which prompted Hynes to say later: “They want to eat the 
puck.” 

Tolvanen had almost won it a few times. Same with Nick Cousins, to add 
to his tying power-play goal in the third. Same with Calle Jarnkrok. Same 
with Filip Forsberg. Same with Sebastian Aho. Same with Andrei 
Svechnikov. 

Officials had taken Brind’Amour’s public complaining to heart — it was 
14-6 Preds in power plays in Games 2 and 3 — or maybe just did the 
same job in a different kind of game, but the final result was four power 
plays for the Canes, two for the Preds. And, surprise, the Preds with the 
only power-play goal. 

Titans offensive tackle Taylor Lewan had graced the video board at 
Bridgestone with another postseason beer-chugging performance, this 
time getting a majority of the suds on his shirtless torso. The fact that it 
was just Michelob Ultra made it less tragic. 

These teams had been within a goal of each other for all but 13 minutes 
of the four games, which of course adds up to more than five games of 
hockey. 

Kunin had gone so long between goals — he opened the scoring 57 
seconds after the opening faceoff — that there was no way those two 
plays took place in the same game. Kind of like there’s no way the 
Nashville team that went 11-16-1 in the first half of the season and 20-7-
1 in the second half was the same team. Kind of like there’s no way the 
Predators who were overwhelmed in the third period of Game 1 and 
outscored 8-2 in the first two games are the Predators who are now 
applying massive pressure to a bona fide Stanley Cup contender. 

And yet here we are. The Predators gave Rogers a round of applause in 
the winning locker room for his unofficial game-winning assist — not only 
did he get Kunin that stick quickly, he got him the right stick. And both 
teams hopefully got right to the rest, fluids and granola required to be 
ready for Game 5. 

Carolina is the superior team here, even without top defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin, but the consistent ability of Nashville to hang in there — starting 
with the work of Saros — and summon counterpunches has been 
something to behold. This team has become something for Nashville to 
embrace. 

“You know, you’ve just got to be mentally tough,” Johansen said. “You’ve 
got to stay ultra-focused, and your details have got to be sharp.” 

The pressure on Carolina to do those exact things has now become 
heavy. That’s what happens when you’re so close to getting a series in 
position to end and instead face a brand new best-of-three. Hockey 
history tells us there’s no telling what happens from here. Math tells us 
there will definitely be another game in Nashville, Game 6 on Thursday, 
in front of another crowd of 12,135. Hide the Michelob Ultra. 

The Athletic LOADED: 05.24.2021 

1214068 Websites 

 

The Athletic / NHL Picks today: Expert selections for Maple Leafs-
Canadiens, Jets-Oilers, Wild-Golden Knights and more 

 

By The Athletic  

May 24, 2021 

 

The Stanley Cup Playoffs continue Monday with five games. And our 
experts are making picks for all five games. The Lightning, Jets and 
Golden Knights all can advance to the second round with a win Monday. 
The Islanders and Penguins play a critical game 5 for control of the 
series. The Maple Leafs dominated Montreal in game 2 on Saturday to 
even the series up. Of our five writers making expert picks, only Sean 
McIndoe thinks the Habs will beat the Maple Leafs on Monday. 

The Edmonton Oilers continue to struggle as they blew a 4-1 lead 
against the Winnipeg Jets on Sunday night and lost 5-4 in overtime. Will 
there be any hope left for the Oilers now that they are down 3-0 in the 
series? A short turnaround may be good for Connor McDavid and his 
team. 

All lines via BetMGM. If you’d like a free year of The Athletic (or an 
extension!), BetMGM is running a special offer, which also includes $100 
in bonus bets. 

Game 3 –Toronto Maple Leafs (-150) at Montreal Canadiens (+125) 

Total: 5.5 

PICK 

Eric Duhatschek 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Sean Gentille 
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Toronto Maple Leafs 

Dom Luszczyszyn 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Scott Burnside 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Sean McIndoe 

Montreal Canadiens 

Game 2: Maple Leafs 5, Canadiens 1 (Series tied 1-1) 

In Game 1, the loss of John Tavares to a scary injury loomed large for 
the Maple Leafs as they struggled to play their confident and dynamic 
brand of hockey. In Game 2, Tavares was again at the forefront, but this 
time in a far more motivating sense. “This one’s for (Tavares), obviously. 
He’s our guy, he’s our captain,” Auston Matthews told Sportsnet after the 
Leafs’ dominant win. “We care deeply about Johnny and we want to do 
well for him, so we’re going to try to win as many games as we can so we 
can get him back in the lineup,” said Jason Spezza. 

If everything went wrong for the Leafs in Game 1, everything went very 
much according to plan in Game 2. They got an all-world performance 
from Matthews, excellent play from some depth players, including Pierre 
Engvall, composed work in goal from Jack Campbell and a narrative-
defying two power-play goals. But perhaps most importantly, there was a 
joy in the way the Leafs played that was evident at their best moments in 
the regular season. The kind of joy that manifests in the massive hug Joe 
Thornton laid on Rasmus Sandin after his first playoff goal. To get back 
to that approach so soon after the loss of Tavares isn’t just impressive, it 
makes you wonder if #WinforJT is a hashtag the Leafs can really get 
behind. -Joshua Kloke 

Game 5– New York Islanders (+115) at Pittsburgh Penguins (-140) 

Total: 5.5 

PICK 

Eric Duhatschek 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Sean Gentille 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Dom Luszczyszyn 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Scott Burnside 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Sean McIndoe 

New York Islanders 

Game 4: Islanders 4, Penguins 1 (Series tied 2-2) 

Islanders coach Barry Trotz made what seemed like an obvious pivot 
back to Ilya Sorokin for Saturday’s Game 4. After Semyon Varlamov 
gave up a soft goal in Game 2 and five on 27 shots in Game 3, Sorokin 
made sense. He made more sense after backstopping the Game 4 win 
that tied the series. The 25-year-old NHL rookie didn’t have to stand on 
his head, just make the key saves when needed – he stopped Kasperi 
Kapanen off the rush a minute in and that seemed to remind his 
teammates that Sorokin would do what was necessary to let them get to 
work. “We saw that he’s dialed in so we had to be dialed in too,” Trotz 
said. “It was nice to play with a lead in this series for once.” This was a 
commanding performance by the Islanders, who gave up little and 
generated plenty. And now it’s Sorokin’s net until the next twist or turn in 
this series. -Arthur Staple 

Game 5 – Tampa Bay Lightning (-115) at Florida Panthers (-105) 

Total: 5.5 

PICK 

Eric Duhatschek 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Sean Gentille 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Dom Luszczyszyn 

Florida Panhters 

Scott Burnside 

Florida Panhters 

Sean McIndoe 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Game 4: Lightning 6, Panthers 2 (Tampa Bay leads 3-1) 

Remember Game 1 when people were calling this series a beautiful 
blend of speed and skill? On Saturday, you wondered how many stars 
would be left standing. There was Nikita Kucherov lying on the ice 
holding his left leg after a dirty slash by Anthony Duclair, and Mikhail 
Sergachev down for a few minutes after getting blindsided by Patric 
Hornqvist. Asked what the Lightning could do to keep their composure in 
the third, Alex Killorn quipped, “Keep your stars on the bench.” While 
coach Jon Cooper didn’t offer an update on Kucherov and Sergachev, 
early indications are both injuries aren’t serious. 

The Lightning’s dynamic power play continued to shine, scoring twice, 
with Kucherov and Killorn picking up four points. Andrei Vasilevskiy shut 
the door with 39 saves. The penalty kill went 5-for-6 in a wild first period. 
That should be the story. Instead, the focus surrounded the 26 penalties, 
five misconducts and a few line brawls. All of this could have been 
avoided. 

Game 5–  Minnesota Wild (+150) at Vegas Golden Knights (-185) 

Total: 5.5 

PICK 

Eric Duhatschek 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Sean Gentille 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Dom Luszczyszyn 

Minnesota Wild 

Scott Burnside 

Minnesota Wild 

Sean McIndoe 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Game 4: Golden Knights 4, Wild 0 (Vegas leads 3-1) 

Over their history, the Xcel Energy Center had already become a bit of a 
house of horrors for the Golden Knights. Prior to this series, in six tries – 
dating back to 2017 – Vegas had yet to win in regulation in Minnesota. 
Now the Golden Knights came away with pivotal back-to-back wins. 
Marc-Andre Fleury stopped all 35 shots he faced for the 16th postseason 
shutout of his career, tying him with Curtis Joseph for third all-time. He 
foiled chance after chance for the Wild, and has allowed only four total 
goals in four games this series. “Marc-Andre Fleury (is) playing unreal,” 
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Minnesota forward Marcus Foligno said. “We’ve done a lot of good things 
in front of him. He’s made some great saves. You can’t quit. Just have to 
hope for the next game that we can get a couple by him.” 

Mark Stone scored a brilliant shorthanded breakaway goal, Nic Roy 
scored twice, and Alex Tuch added the exclamation point against his 
former team. Now they head home, where 11,000-plus fans await Game 
5, still hoping for a healthy Max Pacioretty at some point. -Jesse Granger 

Game 4 –  Edmonton Oilers (-105) at Winnipeg Jets (-115) 

Total: 5.5 

PICK 

Eric Duhatschek 

Edmonton Oilers 

Sean Gentille 

Edmonton Oilers 

Dom Luszczyszyn 

Edmonton Oilers 

Scott Burnside 

Edmonton Oilers 

Sean McIndoe 

Winnipeg Jets 

Game 3: Jets 5, Oilers 4, OT (Winnipeg leads 3-0) 

The Winnipeg Jets used a frantic charge to erase a three-goal, third-
period deficit on Sunday before beating the Edmonton Oilers 5-4 on 
Nikolaj Ehlers’ overtime winner to take a 3-0 lead in the first-round North 
Division series. 

Mathieu Perrault’s power-play goal with 8:19 remaining in regulation was 
the first of three Jets tallies just over three minutes apart, including two 
16 seconds apart that tied the game 4-4 with 5:16 to play. Ehlers, in his 
first game since he was injured April 24, won it on his second goal of the 
game with 10:47 left in overtime. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'We don't give up': Seemingly down and out, Jets stage 
miracle Game 3 comeback 

 

Ken Wiebe 

May 24, 2021, 1:40 AM 

 

WINNIPEG — They were down and seemingly out. 

Sent to the canvas after landing the first two big punches in this Smythe 
Division reunion. 

But a funny thing happened on the road to this defeat, the Winnipeg Jets 
dusted themselves off and were able to rise up off the mat with a rally of 
epic proportions. 

Instead of watching the Edmonton Oilers trim the series deficit to two 
games to one, it was the Jets who took a commanding 3-0 lead in the 
best-of-seven series after Nikolaj Ehlers supplied the overtime winner at 
9:13 of the fourth period on Sunday night. 

“You always dream of scoring these kinds of goals,” said Ehlers, who 
missed the previous 11 games with a suspected shoulder injury he 
sustained on April 24. “I expect that of myself. I put enough pressure on 
myself to perform and that doesn't mean just scoring goals, it means 
playing well. Even if you have a bad game, you go out and work hard and 
maybe play a little bit more simple. But I put a lot of pressure on myself to 
play well. Everyone in this league does it. That's a part of it. You want to 
stay in this league and you’ve got to perform. 

“That's our team. I mean, we don't give up. That's what's so fun playing 
on this team and after the OT winner you can see the joy. I mean, it's a 
wonder no one got injured at the end there during the celebration.” 

Earlier in the day, Jets head coach Paul Maurice was quick to temper 
expectations, saying he wasn’t looking for Ehlers to do anything but play 
the same way his teammates had been playing without him. 

Maurice wasn’t asking Ehlers to ignite the offence, but his skill set was on 
display throughout. 

There were the usual bursts of speed, the battles for the puck and the 
creativity to find linemates and open point men. 

And then, there was that sneaky wrist shot that beat Mike Smith on two 
occasions, once on the power play and then after a clean faceoff win by 
Paul Stastny in overtime. 

Jets captain Blake Wheeler admitted afterward he wasn’t all that 
surprised with what Ehlers was able to accomplish. 

“I hate to say it, but it's expected. I don't take for granted how great of a 
player he is and what he means to our team,” said Wheeler, who scored 
the Jets third goal at 14:28 of the third period. “It is very difficult to do 
what he did tonight -- to miss the amount of time he did and to come into 
a game of that magnitude and that speed -- and not just get by but to 
make a huge impact. 

“I mean, we were counting down the days to get him back and we were 
itching to get him back into our lineup. He just means so much to our 
team. Especially this time of year, he's the type of guy that can flip a 
game on its head and make a big play for you when you need it.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

There is little time for celebration or licking the wounds, as Game 4 is on 
tap for Monday night at 8:45 p.m. CT. 

It would have been easy for the Jets to say it simply wasn’t going to be 
their night, that the Oilers' dynamic duo of Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl were due to break out offensively (combining for six points after 
being held off the score sheet in the first two games) and that they would 
simply try again another day. 

Instead, the Jets didn’t abandon their structure or add to the risk profile of 
their game after falling behind 4-1. 

Ultimately, the Oilers opened the door by taking a needless penalty and 
that bad decision by Josh Archibald completely changed the complexion 
of the contest — and quite possibly, the series. 

Archibald went for a low-bridge hit and seemed to target the left knee of 
Jets defenceman Logan Stanley, who was lucky to avoid injury on the 
play. 

Following the game, the NHL department of player safety announced that 
Archibald would have a phone hearing, which means the Oilers winger 
could be facing a fine or a suspension. 

With Archibald in the box for tripping, the Jets cued the comeback on a 
power-play marker from Mathieu Perreault. 

“This is the best way to make him pay for what he did,” said Perreault. 
“We don’t like what he did, we don’t really like to see it. It wasn’t a very 
good play on his part. And we’re pissed about it and we go out and score 
a goal and there’s no better way to (make him) pay.” 
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Maurice wasn’t interested in making any public declarations about what 
he thought about the Archibald hit. 

What he was happy to discuss was the composure his team showed, first 
after falling behind and then not retaliating against Archibald. 

“The result of it is the turning point. The key is we scored on it. That 
changes everything and there's time on the clock,” said Maurice. “I'll 
leave that to the referees and the league to see how they view it. But I'm 
glad there was a call on the play. Clearly it was a call, a rightful call. And 
it gave us a chance. You need the door opened somehow sometimes. 

“How we finished the game was important. And then we had something 
good happen. And then just build on it, and find a way to keep going. 
Resilience will be tested over and over and over again in the playoffs. It 
happens in periods, it happens shift after shift. So having success by 
being resilient, by staying in the fight, even if you don’t know the outcome 
of the game, will become part of what you believe is true and become 
who you are.” 

The Jets then struck for two goals in 16 seconds to even the score, 
leaving Smith with a look of bewilderment all over his face after Josh 
Morrissey's rolling puck beat him at 14:44 of the third period. 

About the only thing missing was the pandemonium that would have 
flowing through the arena had it been a full house and not just filled with 
white towels to try and replicate a White-Out during this pandemic. 

“Honestly, I wish there were fans in this building. For a game like this, 
this would have been absolutely insane,” said Perreault. “I can’t even 
imagine. If this building was full, how crazy that would have been? We 
felt it on the ice and it was great. It was an awesome game.” 

The Jets were thrilled with the result, but were taking a business-as-usual 
approach rather than taking the first steps on a victory lap. 

This job isn’t complete and the Jets won’t let up until they secure one 
more victory. 

“It means we’re up 3-0 in the series. We were able to find a way to win 
three games and now we’ve got to win one more,” said Perreault. “We 
won’t change a thing.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' promising season a fading, cruel mirage after 
Game 3 collapse 

 

Mark Spector 

May 24, 2021, 12:44 AM 

 

What a choke job. 

Up 4-1 with eight minutes to play in the most crucial game of their 
season, the Edmonton Oilers folded up like a cheap tent Sunday night, 
losing 5-4 in overtime. 

Roll over? That doesn’t begin to describe the sheer panic that gripped 
this roster late in Game 3, as it became clear success might be theirs. 
The Oilers shifted nervously from control to submission so fast Sunday 
night, it left you wondering if everything we saw from this team this 
season was some kind of a cruel mirage. 

“It’s disappointing. Disappointing, because we haven’t been that team all 
year,” said beleaguered head coach Dave Tippett, whose promising 

season has ended in embarrassing disaster. “Disappointing that we did 
some of the things we did tonight.” 

This was the Miracle on Manchester, all packed into eight minutes. It was 
Anaheim, circa 2017. 

An Oilers team that had finally figured out the troublesome Winnipeg Jets 
— finding space for their superstars, and solving Connor Hellebuyck four 
times in Game 3 where they’d scored just once in Games 1 and 2 — 
simply gave it all away with a lack of will, courage and gamesmanship. 

“There’s not a whole lot to say. We shot ourselves in the foot a little bit,” 
said Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, who is pointless in this series. 

Said Leon Draisaitl, who was marvellous for 52 minutes: “Maybe we 
panicked a little bit.” 

This was, as Philadelphia coach Terry Murray once said so famously, “A 
choking situation.” Edmonton took full advantage, limping into overtime 
where Nikolai Ehlers effectively ended their season. 

McDavid describes Oilers collapse: 'Lots goes wrong I guess' 

Game 4 goes Monday, with the Jets already thinking ahead to Round 2. 
It would be a miracle if an Oilers team that suffered this level of gut 
punch competed for victory on Monday. 

Edmonton is cooked, a promising season boiled down to something 
Oilers fans have had more than enough of in the past 25 years: 

Another lesson. 

“Winning is hard,” began Tippett, “and there are painful lessons that you 
need to learn to win. We were pretty good at it all year, but tonight we 
learned some hard lessons on what not to do to win in the playoffs. 

“The two power-play goals were both critical mistakes by us. The (Josh) 
Archibald penalty was just a poor penalty to take. Those are hard lessons 
to learn,” said the coach. 

Rather than call a timeout after the Jets made it 4-3 with their second 
goal in less than three minutes, Tippett trusted his top line to play one 
more shift that would get them to a TV timeout and a three-minute break. 

“Next whistle was a TV timeout,” he said. “We went to that line. They’re 
reliable guys.” 

He trusted his best guys. His big guys. 

And they choked. 

How difficult will it be for Oilers to refocus after Game 3 collapse? 

He played the heck out of Archibald, the trusty, fourth-line penalty killer 
who has stirred the pot nicely for this team. But Archibald low-bridged 
Logan Stanley with a needless, selfish hit that kicked the hornet nest and 
set the table for the Jets power-play goal that started the landslide. 

It was a dumb, inexperienced play from a veteran player. An individual 
who knows better made a selfish, rookie mistake that cost his team 
dearly. 

He choked. Now, Archibald will have a hearing with the NHL’s 
Department of Player Safety. 

“Momentum is a huge factor in a playoff game,” said Tippett, “and the 
Archibald penalty was a huge turning point in the game.” 

Nobody thinks that this Oilers roster is complete, that they are ready to 
challenge for a Stanley Cup. If GM Ken Holland has a strong summer, 
we can have that conversation a year from now. Maybe then they’ll be 
legit contenders, or so we thought. 

Remaining Time -2:57 

Gotta See It: Jets score three unanswered goals in third period to tie 
Game 3 vs. Oilers 
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Now, after watching this series, there are further questions to be 
answered. How does a game of this magnitude get away? 

In that fashion? 

Tippett was asked if he is worried about what this performance says 
about his team. 

“I’ll be worried if we don’t take the lessons that we learned tonight and 
use them accordingly,” he replied. “We did enough good things in this 
game to win. We gave a game away. Now, we see how we respond.” 

Game 4 goes Monday. 

“We can’t roll over here,” said Nugent-Hopkins. 

Ryan. You already did. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 05.24.2021 

1214071 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs takeaways: Bruins bid Chara 
bittersweet adieu 

 

MikeyJ_MMA 

May 24, 2021, 1:07 AM 

 

The Boston Bruins eliminated the Washington Capitals on Sunday and, 
like every Stanley Cup Playoffs series, it ended with a handshake line. 

Only this particular handshake line pulled on the heart strings more than 
usual, with Zdeno Chara embracing his former teammates after what was 
potentially his final NHL game. 

Chara hasn’t said one way or another if he plans on attempting a return 
for the 2021-22 campaign but at age 44 there isn’t much else the future 
Hall of Famer can accomplish. 

Sunday marked Chara’s 200th career playoff game, 150 of which were 
spent in a Bruins uniform. Only 20 other skaters in NHL history have 
played 200 post-season games. 

“We’ve had so many battles together it was definitely different to play him 
in a playoff series,” Patrice Bergeron told reporters after the game. “We 
played against each other all year which kinda helped getting used to it 
for the playoffs but that being said it’s always different at that time of the 
year.” 

The Bruins decided to move on from Chara last off-season after 14 years 
and the blueliner mulled retirement before ultimately inking a one-year 
deal with the Caps. 

Chara and the city of Boston will always be connected after he won a 
Norris Trophy, a Mark Messier Leadership Award and led the team to a 
Stanley Cup one decade ago. 

His influence on the younger Bruins cannot be understated either. 

“Emotions were high,” David Pastrnak added. “I can't think him enough 
for what he's done for me. … He’s been a big part of me growing up as a 
pro and a person.” 

Sudden-death OT? More like sudden-life OT for Preds 

That’s two straight games extra time was needed and two straight 
dramatic home wins for the Nashville Predators over the Carolina 
Hurricanes. The Preds heating up after 60 minutes is entirely in line with 
how they’ve performed at Bridgestone Arena this season, too. 

Nashville actually won every home game in the regular season that 
required overtime. Now, is five-on-five playoff OT a completely different 
animal than the five-minute, three-on-three frame we see in the regular 
season before games are ultimately settled with a shootout? Big time. 
Still, the Preds are now 2-0 in playoff home games that require extra time 
so the results are speaking for themselves. 

Game 4 it was Matt Duchene who ended it on a beauty individual effort. 
Luke Kunin was the Game 5 double-OT hero when he was left wide open 
in the slot sneaking back into the play after getting a new twig at his 
team’s bench. 

This series being knotted at two games apiece isn’t how most expected it 
to unfold. 

The Hurricanes were roughly three-to-one favourites after all, but it’s not 
like the underdog Preds were completely written off by prognosticators. 

Uh, whoops… 

Saros breaks longstanding franchise record…that he set two days prior 

Juuse Saros was once again a major reason the Predators got the W, 
setting a new franchise record for most saves in a playoff game with 58. 
The previous record was set by, well, Saros in Game 4 when he stopped 
52 shots. 

The Predators were lucky to still be in the game after the opening 20 
minutes with Carolina controlling the puck and the pace of play. The shot 
attempts were an astounding 38-8 in favour of the Hurricanes after one 
period but Saros only allowed one goal and it was tied after the first. 

Saros became the just second goalie in NHL history to make 50 or more 
saves in back-to-back playoff games, joining Curtis Joseph who 
accomplished the feat in 1993 when he was with the Blues. 

Saros now leads the playoffs with 171 saves (42.75 saves per game) as 
the series shifts back to Raleigh for a pivotal Game 5. 

No Kadri, no problem for Avs 

Nazem Kadri gives the Colorado Avalanche envious depth down the 
middle, but for reasons the hockey world is well aware of the centre 
wasn’t available in his usual spot between Joonas Donskoi and Andre 
Burakovsky on Sunday. 

Kadri was serving the second of his eight-game suspension for an illegal 
headshot on St. Louis Blues defenceman Justin Faulk. In the short-term 
at least, Kadri's teammates have been able to overcome his absence. 

Colorado’s top line was simply too much for the Blues. The trio of Nathan 
Mackinnon, Gabriel Landeskog and Mikko Rantanen each had a goal 
and an assist in a 5-2 win that completed the sweep and they combined 
for nine goals and 24 total points in the four-game series. 

The Avalanche will face the winner of Vegas-Minnesota (the Golden 
Knights have a chance to end that series Monday) and that’s where 
Kadri’s style could be sorely missed. 

As it stands currently, Kadri could miss the entire second round. He 
would be eligible to return for a Game 7 if one is required – that is unless 
Kadri’s appeal is successful. 

Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman reported Kadri, a repeat offender by league 
standards, is appealing the latest supplemental discipline he was 
handed. Gary Bettman will hear the appeal and if Kadri is unsatisfied with 
the NHL commissioner’s ruling he can appeal the decision again to an 
independent arbitrator. 
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MIND OVER MATTER 

 

By Sonny Sachdeva 

 

How Edmonton Oilers defenceman Darnell Nurse turned one of the most 
demanding and chaotic years of his career into his most prolific 

Don’t get it twisted, Darnell Nurse always had an eye for the net. Even as 
a 12-year-old, when his chest was adorned not with Edmonton Oilers 
copper-and-blue but with the feathered wheel of his triple-A Toronto Red 
Wings, the young Nurse had in him that cold calculus necessary for life 
as a big-league goal-scorer. Cyril Bollers has the scar to prove it. 

The veteran coach remembers well the day the young defender painted it 
on him — a routine Wednesday practice back in 2008, a wiry, fresh-faced 
Nurse flying around the sheet at the Rinx facility in North York. Bollers, 
an assistant coach for that Red Wings squad, was running through a drill 
with his young skaters, challenging them as they approached from the 
point, pressuring them to swing wide or try to navigate past him. 

A physical specimen now at six-foot-four and 221 pounds, it’s no surprise 
Nurse was dominant back then, though his game has always been 
grounded in far more than the advantage of extra inches and pounds. 
“The way he’s playing now, he played that way when he was younger,” 
Bollers remembers. “Darnell was one of those players that, sort of, time 
stood still for him when he had the puck, you know?” He had a veteran’s 
poise — that innate ability to read all the action on the ice as if from 
above, to see things play out before they did. “These are things that you 
can’t teach,” Bollers says, thinking back. 

But running that drill in North York, Bollers saw something else, too, as 
Nurse corralled the puck at the point and prepared to let it fly. Stepping 
into the shot, the young blue-liner unleashed a clapper with eyes for the 
cage. Bollers, challenging, stuck his stick out to deflect it. “It was like in 
slow motion — the puck rode all the way up my stick, and I see it coming, 
and it hits me right in the forehead, right in the middle of the forehead,” 
he says, chuckling as he remembers the momentary chaos. “All of a 
sudden, it just started bleeding.” 

Nurse, the gentle giant with the thousand-watt smile you could spot from 
across the rink, didn’t flinch. “Typical Darnell — the puck dropped, he 
came and picked up the puck, scored and then he asked me how I was 
doing,” Bollers says. “He did care about me afterwards — but he wanted 
to score first.” 

“The way he's playing now, he played that way when he was younger. 
Time stood still for him when he had the puck, you know?” 

A decade-and-a-half later, Nurse hasn’t lost that shooter’s mentality, 
fresh off a 2020–21 season that saw him amass the second-most goals 
of any blue-liner in the NHL, and the most without help from the power 
play. But the Oilers defender’s immense growth over the past year is 
about far more than the number of times he’s made the twine flutter. After 
the searing disappointment that ended his club’s 2020 post-season, the 
big man came back and turned in the best overall campaign of his 
career, one that’s catapulted him into any conversation about the game’s 
best rearguards. And No. 25’s ascent, along with his ability to somehow 
turn one of the most uncomfortable years of his life into his most prolific, 
has given the Oilers something they’ve long lacked as they push to turn 
potential into greatness. 

In the beginning, Nurse just wanted to belong. That’s how Bollers 
remembers him back when the young Hamiltonian was first trying to 
make a name for himself in Toronto’s minor hockey scene. It was that 
yearning that drove him. “He worked harder than anybody else to prove 
others wrong, to prove that he belonged,” Bollers says. 

“He wanted to be a leader,” the coach continues, and he worked 
relentlessly to become one, to show those around him he was worthy. 
The source of his all-in mentality is clear, the athletic lineage of the Nurse 
family well-established at this point: father Richard, a former CFLer; 

mother Cathy and sisters Tamika and Kia, all accomplished basketball 
players, the latter a bona fide WNBA star; uncle Donovan McNabb, of 
NFL fame; cousin Sarah, a Canadian Olympian. It’s always been true of 
the Nurses that you aren’t getting less than their best, and they’re not 
accepting anything less than yours. “You see the way that those kids 
were raised, they’re competitors,” says veteran strength and conditioning 
coach Matt Nichol, who first began training Darnell as the defenceman 
made the transition to the NHL, and now trains Kia, too. “They’re used to 
tough love. They’re used to constructive criticism. They’re used to 
someone being honest with them, someone holding them accountable. 
That’s how they came up. 

“You can just tell they were raised with that work ethic, that discipline and 
that character that coaches like me are supposed to instill. If they didn’t 
get a good hefty dose of that as kids coming up, it’s a bit of an uphill 
battle. But, you know, he came in with all that.” 

“He burns with purpose. He steps onto the ice with a plan to get better.” 

In Edmonton, as he took his first steps onto NHL ice, Nurse found himself 
right back where he’d been before — an outsider fighting to prove he 
belonged. “I saw somebody with just a burning desire to be the best that 
he could be,” says Jay Woodcroft, an assistant coach on the Oilers’ 
bench for Nurse’s first three seasons with the club. “You put that together 
with all the raw tools that he had, he was an impressive young player.” It 
was more than talent and potential. Nurse was what Woodcroft calls a 
“foxhole player,” the type of guy you want with you when you’re heading 
into battle. “He burns with purpose,” Woodcroft says. “He steps onto the 
ice with a plan to get better, he doesn’t just step on because it’s practice 
time or game time … and he works at different parts of his game.” 

It was during 2018–19, his fourth full NHL season, that the rearguard 
affectionally dubbed ‘Doc’ first showed his elite potential, turning in a 
career-high 41 points from the back end as a 23-year-old. He was 
building towards something, but his game was still rough around the 
edges. The next season, he got the best tailors he could’ve asked for in 
the arrival of head coach Dave Tippett — a tried-and-true defence-first 
bench boss — and Jim Playfair, the associate coach Tippett entrusted 
with his blue line. Playfair took the same approach he had each time he’d 
arrived at a new club — he binged film of his players’ shifts, getting a 
sense of who they were to try to craft a vision of who they could become. 
In Nurse he saw someone who’d created a reputation around the league 
for being tough to play against, but one with the mindset and skill-set to 
grow into so much more. “He was a little bit of a wild horse,” Playfair 
remembers with a chuckle. “The big issue that we paid attention to was 
probably just ice management, where he was on the ice at all times. … 
He’s such a great skater and he’s got such a big body and such good 
range that he takes up a lot of ice, and his skating covers up so much of 
his game for him. So we just tried to encompass the awareness of where 
he was with the puck and without the puck, and started to put the details 
in place.” 

What enabled Nurse to turn potential into progress was his clarity of 
purpose. “He knew what his motivation was, and he could get back to 
that very quickly,” says Playfair. “I think he recognizes when he’s playing 
really well, the details that go into that, and if he’s not up to the game he 
expects of himself, he also recognizes what it takes to get back there.” 
It’s more than just a vague desire to be better, more than simply closing 
your eyes and hoping harder than your opponent that you’ll become the 
best. Nurse’s insatiable need to understand where he’s at and where he 
needs to go is meticulous, even obsessive. “He’s a unique player in that 
in the summertime he watches every one of his games, and every one of 
his shifts, and he catalogs those shifts,” says Playfair. “He has a 
complete understanding of what his game is.” 

It all converged for Nurse after the Oilers’ collapse in the 2020 playoff 
bubble. His frustration with his own performance and with his team’s 
added fuel to a machine already unrelenting in its push forward. But 
circumstance added another factor to the mix — the loss of Oscar 
Klefbom, who had led the Oilers’ blue line in minutes every season for 
the half-decade prior. Dealing with the ramifications of a shoulder injury 
that eventually required surgery, Klefbom was ruled out for the 2020–21 
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season before it even arrived, leaving a gaping hole atop the Oilers’ 
defence corps. It was a massive blow to a group already reeling from a 
post-season a few rounds shorter than expected, and it was clear who 
would be required to step up. “We knew we were going to have to ask 
more from him,” says head coach Dave Tippett of Nurse. “And talking to 
him last summer, he was fully engaged in preparing himself to take 
another step in his process of becoming a top player. … As a leader, he 
took the responsibility to make sure he was ready.” 

It was the kind of chance Nurse knew doesn’t come around often. “I knew 
there was a little added responsibility and added opportunity to come out 
and play,” he says. “Play more minutes, play big minutes every night. So, 
I tried to prepare myself as best as possible to make the most of the 
opportunity.” 

To become a bona fide No. 1, he knew he’d have to lean more into the 
offensive side of his position, recover the shoot-first mentality he had in 
those early days. “In our zone, without the puck, he was a warrior. He 
was hard to play against, and he recognized the damage he could do in 
the corners and around the front of the net to be a real strong, firm 
player,” says Playfair. “What we talked about was, from the offensive 
blue line, creating more offence. And then in the neutral zone, whether it 
was a good first pass or skating the puck, just some details on where he 
wanted to improve his game.” 

Nurse zeroed in on his skating, a good bet when you spend the majority 
of your time on the ice alongside one of the best skaters the game has 
ever seen. It’s not as if he was starting out at ‘plodding’ though. Nurse 
could always move. But studying shift after shift after shift, he could see 
flaws. So he went back to the building where he’d first learned how to 
carve a sheet, The Burlington Pond — it was there that Nurse fine-tuned 
his footwork under the guidance of Michele Moore Davison, a former 
world champion figure skater and the daughter of the skating coach 
who’d taught Nurse since he was seven years old. After a half-decade in 
the big leagues, Nurse knew he could hang with the frenetic pace of 
today’s game. He just wanted to do slightly better than that. “He said, 
‘You know, I can keep up with the guys, I can keep up when I’m in the 
corner with someone, I can catch them,’” Moore Davison recalls, “‘but I 
want to stay with them.’” 

So, they drilled into every aspect of Nurse’s movement on the ice, 
tweaking and adjusting, manipulating how he used his edges to find 
speed and power he’d been leaving on the table. “We really focused on 
his quickness, his explosiveness, his efficiency in his stops and starts, 
change of direction, all of that kind of stuff, which all involves weight 
transfer and where his weight is on his blades,” Moore Davison says. 

Nurse also needed to build up his conditioning to withstand the minutes 
that were going to be tacked onto his workload, an effort that was aided 
by longtime friend Jorge Blanco, a former kickboxing champion and 
Olympic boxer who’s been training Nurse since his early NHL days. “It’s 
like mindfulness,” Blanco explains. “We do a lot of work on the breathing, 
learning how to relax in difficult situations, stressful situations.” In Nurse, 
he saw an ideal fighter’s in-ring mentality, a willingness to keep stepping 
towards that pressure. “He just won’t stop until he gets a little bit of an 
edge, a little bit better,” Blanco says. “It’s just chipping away every time 
he’s got the chance.” 

There was another key catalyst that spurred Nurse’s off-season 
evolution: a request from his captain, Connor McDavid. Devastated at 
seeing one of the best regular seasons of their time together end in a 
four-game exit at the hands of a Chicago team who’d barely scraped 
their way to the Qualifying Round, McDavid asked Nurse to switch up his 
usual routine so they could train together leading up to the new season. 
So the two of them worked side-by-side, building for their redemption 
campaign, talking through their vision for a better 2021 in Oilers colours. 
Ask anyone who’s seen how hard either of them pushes behind the 
scenes and the value of that work together becomes clear. “They both 
are elite at training — they train as well as they play,” Tippett says with a 
laugh. 

The impact of Nurse’s relationship with McDavid goes back further than a 
lone off-season by his side. It’s been a key piece of Nurse’s success 
since the two debuted together as big-league rookies for the simple 
reason that he’s had to go up against No. 97, one of the most dominant 
offensive forces the sport has ever witnessed, day in and day out in 
practice. “I think that’s a very understated benefit of playing with the best 
players in the world,” says Woodcroft. “They force you to be at your best 
on a daily basis. And you get better through osmosis, in terms of having 
to defend against those types of people… a sort of ‘rising tide floats 
everyone’s boat’ [situation].” 

Playfair’s seen what that benefit looks like, every practice for the past two 
years. “They’ll go out of their way to make sure they go head-to-head as 
often as they can throughout the course of our practice,” he says. “And 
everybody watches that, because they recognize what’s at stake — 
you’ve got two of the best players going head-to-head and they challenge 
and push each other. … They’re not people that take time off because 
they’re not feeling it. They find a way to push through, they find a way to 
prepare, and they leave it out there on the ice every day. And I think the 
connection of those two guys, off the ice and on the ice, it’s the 
foundation of us having a chance to be successful.” 

There’s no question where Nurse belongs anymore. After a dominant 
regular season in which he piled up the second-most goals among all 
big-league defenders, skated more minutes a night than all but three 
NHLers, and helped his club control play for the majority of those 
minutes, Nurse has proven he deserves mention among the game’s best. 
For Tippett, it’s less about the statistics than the all-encompassing nature 
of his new No. 1’s game. “Young defencemen, it takes a while,” he says. 
“But when a player like that plays as big of minutes as he does, plays in 
all situations — plays power play, penalty kill, you’ve got him on the ice 
late in a game to protect the lead and he’s on the ice when you’re trying 
to get yourself back in a game — he’s rounded into a top all-around 
defenceman in the NHL right now. And his skill-set is not just geared one 
way or another, it impacts a lot of the game.” 

The arrival of a new high-flying blue-line partner in Tyson Barrie helped 
buoy Nurse’s offensive numbers, but not because the latter racked up 
free points as Barrie led the league in scoring from the back end — the 
former Maple Leaf did the majority of his damage while quarterbacking 
Edmonton’s star-studded power play, while nearly all of Nurse’s points 
were ground out at even strength. It was, instead, what they taught each 
other about the game. “Darnell helped Tyson recognize the importance of 
defending and details in our own zone, and I think Tyson has encouraged 
Doc to explore the offensive side of the game at the offensive blue line,” 
says Playfair, who challenged Nurse to lead the defence corps in shots 
on goal this season, and saw Nurse rise to the occasion after taking a 
page out of the newcomer’s book. “I think it’s become a really good 
balance. I think they’ve found some qualities in each other that they were 
able to bring out of each other.” 

“Your body's capable of way more than what your mind will tell you it's 
capable of.” 

Joining the upper echelon was no luxurious feat for Nurse, though. It 
came at a cost, particularly in the massive amount of ice time he logged, 
the physical burden of which isn’t slight. “The 25 minutes that Darnell 
plays, it’s not an easy 25 minutes,” says Nichol. “He doesn’t just play a 
lot of minutes, he plays a lot of tough minutes. He plays a physical game, 
and I think it takes a tremendous toll on the body. But I think that, again, 
his commitment to the things that he does off the ice has set him up to be 
able to handle that, and not just handle it but excel in those situations.” 

The bridge between ‘handle’ and ‘excel’ is all in the mental approach 
that’s allowed Nurse to withstand everything the game’s thrown at him 
this season. “I think mindset plays a lot into it, to be honest,” the 
defenceman says. “Just with the added responsibility and playing a lot, 
it’s not as much thinking about the beating it could put on your body or 
the mental wear, it’s just embracing how much fun this game is. I think 
just going out every day, whether it’s practice, a game, even if it’s an off-
day, just finding some way to get some work in. … Your body’s capable 
of way more than what your mind will tell you it’s capable of.” 
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Looking back on it now, it all seems so simple. But all those who toiled 
through the past season-and-a-half will tell you it was a stretch of their 
careers like no other. The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on daily 
NHL life went far beyond a delayed season or divisional realignment. On 
one hand, there was the slew of logistical changes: daily testing, the 
ever-present and wide-reaching health and safety protocols, the day-of 
plot twists — “It’s those unexpected changes when you’re on the road in 
Montreal and get a few games cancelled,” Nurse says, “and you’re stuck 
in a hotel room for five, six days.” But it was also, more importantly, the 
fact of dealing with the pandemic away from the rink like everyone else 
has, and finding ways to play a game amid the heaviness. “I’m sure 
everyone’s had a personal COVID scare or been affected by COVID. I’ve 
had that in my family,” says Nurse. “You have to compartmentalize and 
kind of put that all to the side. You put that all to the side and just worry 
about playing, especially in those 60 minutes that you’re playing. So 
yeah, it’s been a test.” 

The pandemic was only part of what tested Nurse over the past year. 
There was also the hockey world’s hesitant entrance into conversations 
about systemic racism and its impact on the sport, the weight of which 
Nurse, as one of the NHL’s few players of colour, carried on his 
shoulders — while also carrying the emotional burden of everything that 
spurred those conversations in the first place. While those sensitive 
discussions might’ve all but faded into the background for most of the 
players and personnel around him, for Nurse they’re ever present — 
visible at post-game press conferences, where questions are asked of 
him every time international news is made concerning those with more 
melanin. “Those were conversations that were kind of out of my comfort 
zone,” he says. “But, you know, you see what’s going on in the world, 
you see the call for change throughout the world, and being an athlete, 
being a person of colour, being someone who has a platform, I felt it was 
important to obviously, whenever you’re being asked about it, be honest. 
And be transparent on things that need to change, and things that we’ve 
all been through.” 

“I look at it now as a challenge — now you've got to do this year in and 
year out, and game after game.” 

It’s all part of the same process, Nurse says. “For me, as a player, to be 
able to perform at a high level, you’ve got to be true to yourself. And 
that’s kind of just part of it, you know? When those questions come, you 
don’t want to tip-toe around it, you want to be head-on and true, not only 
about your own experiences but about what you want to do to help make 
change. For me, it’s been no different — it’s just trying to stay true to 
myself, stay true to what I believe in.” 

As positive and important as he feels those conversations and their 
impact may be, figuring out how to navigate it all hasn’t been easy. It’s 
been the defining mission of his season, Nurse says. “This year’s been, 
in my mind, a pretty cool challenge of, you know, how you have to 
balance and juggle so many different things but show up and play every 
day, show up and compete, work, and perform. And I think if you look at 
it that way, as a challenge, and try to kind of take it head on, I think we’ll 
all look back on this season as our careers go on and say ‘We played 
through this, so we can pretty much handle whatever else is going to 
come.’” 

And yet, he’s done far more than simply weather the storm. Like the 
growth that came on the ice despite the uptick in pressure, Nurse has 
found just as much growth off of it. He used the downtime to work 
through a Harvard Business School program geared towards pro 
athletes, he put together a scholarship program at his high school in 
Hamilton, and he and his partner Mikayla are expecting their first child in 
June. “It’s been a fun year to kind of grow everything, not just the hockey 
game but grow the mind, grow a little community involvement, and 
obviously my family’s going to grow, too.” 

It’s a long way to have come from that skinny kid who just wanted to 
prove he belonged. Even though he’s removed all doubt, Nurse hasn’t 
forgotten the feeling. “It’s been eye-opening. Because for me, I know the 
amount of work that I’ve put in to get to this point,” he says. “There’s a lot 
of ups and downs, especially when you’re a young player in this league, 

a young defenceman in this league, and you play in a market that cares a 
lot about hockey. I mean, there’s a lot of ups and downs. There’s those 
great days where you feel great about yourself, there’s those down days 
where you don’t feel so great about yourself, and everyone’s piling on 
you.” 

But even as far as he’s come, even now that he’s turning in far more 
great days than not, Nurse finds himself wanting more. 

“For me, I kind of look at it now as a challenge — now you’ve got to do 
this year in and year out, and game after game. You know, as a 
competitor, I think that really just brings out the best in you,” Nurse says. 
“It’s been a good year, but throughout the good year you always find 
ways you can develop, ways you can get better. … That’s always been 
my mindset, to challenge myself, and I’ve always been my hardest critic. 
So, I’ll never be content with where I’m at.” 
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TSN.CA / Keefe: Habs' ultra-physical approach brings risk of penalties 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held a limited media availability before travelling to 
Montreal on Sunday. 

The Leafs struggled to draw penalties during the regular season finishing 
tied for 20th in power-play opportunities (2.8 per game). But Toronto has 
already been on the man advantage 10 times through two playoff games.  

"Montreal has made it very clear that they want to be very physical," 
noted coach Sheldon Keefe following Saturday's win. "I think the term 
they used was they want to make it a 'war.'"  

"It's going to be a war out there," Canadiens winger Josh Anderson had 
promised before the series opened.   

"If you're going to do that you're at risk of getting penalties called against 
you," Keefe continued. "Our job, as a power play, is to make them pay for 
that." 

The previously snakebitten Leafs power play connected twice on six 
attempts in the 5-1 win in Game 2.  

The takeaway for Montreal?  

"They're calling a lot of stick penalties," said Canadiens defenceman Joel 
Edmundson. "They're letting the bodychecks go so just be physical and 
finish every check, but be smart with your stick. I think that's where you 
have to draw the line." 

The Habs repeatedly crossed the line in the second period on Saturday. 
First, Brendan Gallagher was whistled for high sticking T.J. Brodie. A 
couple minutes later Artturi Lehkonen was sent to the box for slashing 
Wayne Simmonds. Shortly after that penalty expired, Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
was called for cross-checking Morgan Rielly.  

The Canadiens didn't like the calls and lost focus.  

"We were just kind of going at the referees instead of the Leafs," 
Edmundson admitted. "I think that kind of killed us there." 

"We had the puck the entire second period," Keefe pointed out, "and that 
really, I think, caused some fatigue on the other side." 

Keefe, for the record, "hated" the holding call on Zach Hyman in the first 
period, but acknowledged the officials "have the toughest job of anybody 
out there." 
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The Canadiens led the NHL in hits in the regular season so physicality is 
a big part of their identity. Interim coach Dominique Ducharme was asked 
to assess the effectiveness of his team's physicality in Game 2.  

"There's some good, some bad," he said. "If you look at the first period, I 
felt we did it the right way." 

Habs Ice Chips: Physicality will continue to be part of Montreal's game 
plan 

Now that Toronto’s vaunted power play has checked into the series, the 
Canadiens can’t afford a repeat performance of the six shorthanded 
situations they faced in Game 2. Because after outhitting the Leafs 99-63 
through Games 1 and 2, physicality will continue to be part of Montreal’s 
game plan. John Lu has more. 

Montreal outhit Toronto 55 to 27 in Game 1, but that advantage was 
down to 44 to 36 in Game 2.  

"I just thought we had a really engaged hockey team all the way through 
our lineup," Keefe said.  

It certainly helps when the team's top player does his part and Auston 
Matthews was throwing his weight around all over the ice. He's tied with 
Hyman for the team lead with nine hits in the series.  

"He's proven that he's a pure goal scorer and he's going to score huge 
goals for us," said defenceman Zach Bogosian, "but to see him physically 
engaged, he's a big dude and when he plays that intense it kind of bleeds 
into the group. You can see how hard he's competing and it's a trickle-
down effect. It's awesome to see." 

Matthews scored a goal, the game winner, and added two assists on 
Saturday.  

"Going down 0-1, this was a do-or-die game for us so I think everybody 
stepped up," Matthews said.  

"Auston was our best player," said veteran forward Jason Spezza. "We 
know his play rises in the bigger moments." 

Matthews was also dominant at the dot winning 16 of 20 face-offs.  

"I guess the best way to describe it is just very complete," said Keefe. 
"Extremely competitive, physical on the puck, made plays, scored a huge 
goal for us, played with all sorts of authority, strong at the face-off dot. 
There wasn't really anything that he didn't do extremely well." 

'Big dude' Matthews set the tone for Leafs in 'do-or-die game' 

After Auston Matthews' dominant performance against Montreal in Game 
2, it was clear that his physicality during the game made a huge impact. 
Despite praise from the team Matthews says 'I try to play hard every 
night and obviously going down 0-1 this was a do-or-die game for us so I 
think everybody stepped up.' 

It was an up-and-down start for Toronto's new second line, which was on 
the ice for Montreal's lone goal on Saturday night. With John Tavares 
out, Nick Foligno has shifted to centre skating between Alex Galchenyuk 
and William Nylander. 

"It felt pretty good," said Galchenyuk, who was a healthy scratch in Game 
1. "I thought we created a few chances. There was a few times, you 
know, we misunderstood each other. We just haven't played together [a 
lot], but as the games go on we'll feel comfortable and adjust and help 
each other out." 

Per NaturalStatTrick.com, the Canadiens outshot the Leafs 9-4 during 
the eight minutes and 43 seconds Toronto's second line was on the ice in 
five-on-five play.  

The Leafs opted not to practise on Sunday before heading to Montreal. 
The schedule is condensed with Game 3 and Game 4 on consecutive 
nights so it's tricky to build chemistry right now.  

"We just had one quick (15-minute) practice so the more reps we get, the 
more we're out there on the ice, that's where the comfort level will come 
in," Galchenyuk said. 

Nylander played almost the entire season with Tavares, but insists his 
mindset doesn't change with his longtime linemate sidelined.  

"I just try to play the same way," the 25-year-old said. "It's tough to lose a 
guy like that who's meant a lot to myself and I've been learning a lot from 
him. We want to get together here and win a couple games for John and 
hopefully he can get back and play later on." 

Nylander has scored in both games of the series with Saturday's goal 
coming on the power play.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Nylander maintains mindset as new-look line builds 
chemistry 

With John Tavares out for an unforeseen amount of time, Alex 
Galchenyuk joins William Nylander and Nick Foligno on the second line. 
TSN's Mark Masters has more on the line's chemistry and Nylander's 
mindset going forward. 

Nylander was asked where defenceman Rasmus Sandin, who scored his 
first Stanley Cup playoff goal on Saturday, gets his confidence.  

"Me. I taught him," Nylander said with a laugh. "He's living with me so I 
guess he learns a little bit. He watches and he sees and he learns." 

On Thursday, Sandin got beat on the Paul Byron game-winning goal, 
which came during a Leafs power play.  

"He makes a mistake there," acknowledged Keefe. "I think his mistake is 
probably that he didn't go off the ice on his way back for that puck so that 
he wasn't tired in that instance. That was the mistake and, of course, that 
stood out in my mind." 

But after reviewing the video of Game 1, the coach liked a lot of what 
Sandin showed in his first Stanley Cup playoff appearance. So, he kept 
him in the lineup instead of going to the more experienced Travis 
Dermott. And he kept the 21-year-old on the top power play unit instead 
of going back to Rielly, the longest-serving Leaf.  

"I just think that with Rasmus, the payoff can be really big for us in terms 
of his skill-set and what he can bring," Keefe explained. "That requires a 
little extra patience on our side. I just had belief that he was going to be 
better than he was in the first game."   

Sandin rewarded that faith by scoring his first NHL goal since Jan. 29, 
2020. He had to wait through a coach's challenge by Montreal before 
being able to really enjoy it.  

"I didn't know what the challenge was, to be honest," Sandin said. "I was 
a little nervous, to be honest, because we were just talking about how I 
haven't scored in a year-and-a-half or something like that. I really wanted 
that to be a goal and I was super happy when they called it." 

The Leafs power play has lacked a legitimate shot threat from the point 
with only three man-advantage goals coming off the stick of defencemen 
in the last two regular seasons. On Saturday night, Sandin beat Carey 
Price with a blast.  

"When you play with those players that you have on the power play, it’s 
not too hard for me," Sandin said. "I got it right in my wheelhouse and 
took a step into it and I hit the right spot this time." 

Sandin's late-season rise has been among the more compelling stories 
around the Leafs. He was buried on the depth chart early in the season 
behind Dermott and Mikko Lehtonen. Then, after getting sent to the 
minors, Sandin sustained a foot fracture in his first game with the Marlies. 
Add it all up and Saturday was only his 12th game since the pandemic 
began.  

You wouldn't know it from watching him play.  
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"He's so poised and he's deceptive," said Matthews. "He's extremely 
skilled. For how young he is, it doesn't seem like these big moments 
really shake him at all. He's extremely confident and makes really nice 
plays and sees the ice well." 
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