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The Hurricanes are still trying to make Svech happen against the Predators  

By Luke DeCock  

As badly as the Carolina Hurricanes are missing Jaccob 
Slavin, who hasn’t played since Game 1, they’re also missing 
Andrei Svechnikov, who has. The electric winger who is 
capable of turning a game around with one unstoppable shot 
has yet to make any kind of real impact on a series where 
essentially every game has been decided by a single goal. 

It’s been an up and down third NHL season for Svechnikov, 
but with the Hurricanes desperately struggling to convert 
chances into goals with the series against the Nashville 
Predators tied 2-2 heading back to Raleigh on Tuesday, they 
need their most talented goal-scorer to contribute. 

That said, he hasn’t lost his confidence. Svechnikov even 
smiled Monday when asked if he was getting frustrated. 

“Nothing too frustrated,” Svechnikov said. “I’m confident 
we’re going to go the next two games and show our best 
game to them. It’s going to be a little bit different game. 
We’re going to be fired up, especially in our building.” 

Despite playing for all but one period with linemates who are 
also getting plenty of scoring chances and owning some of 
the best possession numbers on the team, Svechnikov has 
yet to actually get anything past Juuse Saros. His only goal 
of the series, on 21 shots, is the empty-netter to seal Game 
1. 

But there’s also a balance Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour is trying to strike, because the Hurricanes have 
liked Svechnikov’s offensive game overall. 

“His effort’s been great,” Brind’Amour said. “He had a few 
last night, one in overtime down the wing where he ripped it 
and that’s his game. He’s been great in the offensive zone. I 
don’t really say too much generally. When he needs a little 
tweaking in other areas, that’s when we get to him. He’s a 
creative player and he’s working hard. We’ve kind of got to 
let him do his thing.” 

Unfortunately, this kind of slump has been all too common 
for Svechnikov this season -- perhaps coincidentally, 
perhaps not -- with his unresolved contract extension 
hanging over his head. After a fast start with six goals in the 
first eight games, Svechnikov scored only three goals in the 
final 15 games of the regular season and went multiple 
stretches of six games or more without a goal. 

On a normal, 82-game schedule, he was on a 22-goal pace, 
regressing from his 31-goal pace last season. 

“Personally for me, I feel like I just got to drive to the net a 
little bit harder, find space in front of the net, put the puck in 
the net,” Svechnikov said. “It’s easy to say that, but we have 
to do that more as a team to get in front and maybe screen 
or something, so we can score those goals.” 

Waiting on Jaccob Slavin to return from injury 

Slavin was not among the seven skaters and three goalies 
(Petr Mrazek, James Reimer, Antoine Bibeau) who practiced 
at PNC Arena on Monday morning, none of whom played in 
Game 5. His availability for Game 5 remains uncertain … 
and critical. Brind’Amour said there was no change in his 
status: Slavin will tell him when he’s ready to play after 
missing the past three games. 

In his absence, during what amounted to more than an extra 
game of hockey in games 3 and 4, Brett Pesce played a total 
of 79:43 and Brady Skjei 79:01. The two defensemen have 
been absolute workhorses, but that kind of duty has to take a 
toll at some point, if it didn’t already as the two losses 
dragged deep into a second overtime. 

“I feel fine,” Skjei said. “We work hard throughout the season 
for these kinds of moments.” 

Some unexpected contributions have come from Maxime 
Lajoie, who jumped ahead of Jake Gardiner on the depth 
chart thanks to his defensive reliability despite spending the 
entire season in the AHL and played heavily in both road 
games. 

“That’s a tough position,” Brind’Amour said. “We’ve got a 
couple (young) guys in the lineup, on the back end, that’s 
tough. Not the easiest thing to do at this level, jumping in 
there. They’re doing their best.” 

Cedric Paquette, who has yet to play in the series, was 
among the seven skaters Monday. 

Two of the longest games in franchise history 

The two double-overtime games in Nashville ended up being 
the second- and third-longest games in franchise history, 
trailing only the triple-overtime loss to Detroit in the 2002 
Stanley Cup finals. 

“It’s a tough way to lose, when you give everything like that,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I think the guys felt like the ice was tilted 
in our favor and it didn’t work out. You have to move on. 
We’ve done that all year.” 

The two losses also continued a disturbing trend that goes 
back 30 years: The Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers are 1-7 all-
time in multiple-OT playoff games. The only win was at 
Washington in Game 7 in 2019, on Brock McGinn’s goal. 

By the numbers 

Analytically speaking, Sunday’s first period and second 
overtime were the two best periods the Hurricanes have 
played in the series, controlling 81.2% and 74.3% of five-on-
five shot attempts respectively. The Predators still managed 
to outscore the Hurricanes 2-1 in those two periods, which is 
a big reason why the series is tied 2-2 going into Game 5. 
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All of that means the Game 5 keys for the Hurricanes are the 
oldest in hockey: More traffic in front, get to more rebounds, 
get more shots through. 

“They do a great job getting in the lane, not just their first guy 
but their second guy, too,” Skjei said. “Maybe try to move a 
bit and get a few more pucks through.” 

Predators at Hurricanes: Game 5 Stanley Cup Playoffs 

When: Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

Watch: CNBC, BSSO

 

After 2 double-overtime losses, Canes players help Rod Brind’Amour ‘pick up the pieces’  

By Chip Alexander  

Brady Skjei of the Carolina Hurricanes had never played in 
back-to-back double-overtime games, at any level of hockey. 
Neither had Andrei Svechnikov. 

Now, both have. And lost both. And expended a lot of energy 
while losing both. 

The Canes’ two losses to the Nashville Predators in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs were frustrating and gut-wrenching. In 
Game 4 on Sunday, just as in Game 3, the Canes were one 
good shot away from victory, only to see the other team 
make that shot and wildly celebrate after a double-overtime 
win. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said he wasn’t quite sure 
what to expect Monday when the team gathered for 
meetings at PNC Arena to go over the planning for 
Tuesday’s Game 5. 

“The mood was actually better than I thought,” Brind’Amour 
said. “I thought I was going to have to pick up the pieces a 
little bit and I didn’t. I think it was actually the other way 
around.” 

Brind’Amour and the coaches do not play in the games but 
invest so much in them, emotionally and mentally. It can be 
draining. The players can skate and hit and shoot the puck 
and compete. The coach can only stand behind the bench 
and take it. 

“That’s a part of coaching and that’s why you probably don’t 
have long careers in it, at least in my opinion,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Because it does take a toll. I said, ‘What did we do 
wrong, why did we lose the game?’ You go through 
everything. 

“When I played I never blamed the coach for a win or a loss. 
But now that I’m here you definitely feel like, ‘OK, what could 
we have done differently?’ It wears on you. That’s part of the 
job. It’s not fun, that’s for sure.” 

Changes to the Canes power-play units? 

The Canes, back at PNC Arena for Game 5, will have the 
last change at home, allowing Brind’Amour to get more of the 
matchups he prefers against the Predators. There may, or 
may not be changes to the power-play units after the Canes’ 
0-4 showing Sunday, although Brind’Amour said he was 
generally pleased with the zone time and some of the shots 
generated Sunday. 

Most of the players were off the ice Monday except for those 
who did not play in Sunday’s game. One player not seen: 

defenseman Jaccob Slavin, who has missed the past three 
games with a lower-body injury that has become more 
troubling with each passing day. 

Brind’Amour did not rule out Slavin for Game 5. Nor did he 
sound very encouraging about the prospect of Slavin playing, 
saying, “I wait for him to come tell me ‘I’m in’ and we’ll pencil 
him in.” 

‘Basically starting over’ in series 

Skjei and Svechnikov sounded generally upbeat Monday. 
Neither said they felt overly taxed physically or fatigued. 

“I’m feeling fine,” said Skjei, who played 39 minutes on 
Sunday. “I think we work hard throughout the season for 
these kinds of moments. Overall, I’m not too tired.” 

Skjei mentioned that Brind’Amour and Bill Burniston, the 
Canes’ strength and conditioning coach, have developed a 
well-crafted program for maintaining the players’ strength 
and stamina through the season and in the playoffs. 

Svechnikov is 21. Most that age need shorter recovery times. 
With a day off the ice, the winger said, he’ll be ready for 
Game 5. 

“We’re 2-2 and series is basically starting over,” Brind’Amour 
said. “The world’s not caving in. We’re starting over. We’re at 
home.  

“We felt like we could have won and there’s where it gets 
tough. You have to park it. We’ve moved on and it’s about 
re-energizing and getting excited about the opportunity we 
have sitting in front of us.” 

Of note 

The Canes on Monday signed forward Blake Murray to a 
three-year, entry-level contract. At the NHL level, the deal 
will pay Murray $750,000 in the first two seasons and 
$775,000 in the third season. He will earn $65,000 at the 
AHL level the first two seasons and $70,000 in the third. A 
sixth-round draft pick in 2019, he will eceive $100,000 in 
signing bonuses. 

Murray, 19, spent the 2020-21 season on loan with 
Surahammers IF of Hockeyettan, the Swedish third league. 
In 2019-20, he led Sudbury of the OHL with 35 goals. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Nashville Predators 

What: Stanley Cup playoffs, Game 5 

When: Tuesday, 8 p.m., PNC Arena, Raleigh 

Watch: BSSO, CNBC
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Don’t panic, but Game 5 is approaching must-win territory for the Hurricanes 

By Sara Civian 

It’s been almost two days since a pair of double-overtime 
losses took the Hurricanes from a 2-0 lead to an even series 
with the Predators, but it hasn’t gotten much easier to 
contextualize. 

Maybe by the end of this article we’ll come to some grand 
conclusion, but I’m not banking on it. And the uncertainty is 
why it’s been so difficult to sit with — a clean slate coming 
back to Raleigh isn’t the end of the world, but I’m not going to 
sit here and tell you it’s good that the Canes let two games 
that were very much in reach slip away. 

“It’s 2-2, and the series is basically starting over. It’s not, ‘Oh, 
the world is caving in,'” coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It’s 
about re-energizing and getting excited about the opportunity 
we have sitting in front of us.” 

Maybe that’s all there is to it. But no matter how you spin it, 
Game 5 on Tuesday is in must-win territory. 

At least 20 of you tweeted at me after Sunday’s game asking 
me to talk you off the ledge, then I caught the end of the 
Hurricanes broadcast talking about how the Canes were “too 
good” for some of the questions reporters were asking them 
in the postgame news conference. 

Here’s the thing, though: The Canes are also too good to 
lose two in a row without being questioned about it. 

So I asked Brind’Amour if he has any big issues with the way 
his team has been playing. 

“I thought we were playing great,” he said. “I felt like we had 
to play most of the game in overtime, it felt like we were in 
their end. It was just one of those things. Eventually, they 
were going to score if we don’t score, and we couldn’t find a 
way to get one. I love the way our guys are playing.” 

Fair enough. The process was solid, and that shouldn’t 
change. But what’s it going to take for the Canes to “get 
one”? What can we take away from all this to watch out for 
as the series shifts back to Raleigh? 

The good 

Think about it: A game doesn’t typically go into double 
overtime if it isn’t at least relatively even. Back-to-back 
double-overtime games imply the loser was at least in the 
game, and the Canes were dominant in terms of puck 
possession and chances for most of Game 4. They had a 61-
43 shot advantage and a 129-72 edge in overall shot 
attempts. 

“You want better. You feel like you deserve better. It doesn’t 
work that way,” Brind’Amour said. “We have to regroup and 
come back. It’s cliché, but what’s done is done. We’re 
moving on.” 

And then there was Juuse Saros, who became the second 
goalie in playoff history to save 50 or more shots in 

consecutive playoff games. His 58 saves Sunday were a 
franchise record. 

And the longer playoff overtime goes on, the more 
“bounces,” momentum and luck factor into the eventual 
game-winner. 

“Guys can win you games, and that happens,” Brind’Amour 
said. “But over a seven-game series, if you just keep kind of 
knocking on the door, eventually you’ll get your goals. … We 
had some good looks and (Saros) was good, but we’ve got 
to find a way to count there.” 

For whatever it’s worth, the Canes have played better on the 
road than the Predators have. There’s a reason you fight to 
win every game in the regular season for seeding in the 
playoffs. 

None of the Canes players seem too worried, and 
Brind’Amour seems to be the perfect amount of worried. 

Jordan Martinook: “If you watch that game, it’s evident what 
makes us successful. We get in on the forecheck, start 
rumbling around, take pucks to the net. It’s a recipe for 
success. We’re wearing them down. That’s what we want to 
do. They’re going to score goals, but we need to just stick 
with what we do and what makes us successful. That’s all we 
need to do. We’re right there.” 

Andrei Svechnikov: “There’s nothing to be frustrated about, 
to be honest. I’m confident. We’re going to go there the next 
two games and show the best game to them. It’s going to be 
a little bit of a different game. We’re going to be a little bit 
fired up, especially when we play in our building tomorrow 
night.” 

Brind’Amour: “I thought I was going to have to pick the 
pieces up a little bit today, and I didn’t. I think it was actually 
the other way around. It’s a tough way to lose when you give 
everything like that. The guys felt like, man, the ice was tilted 
in our favor, but it just didn’t work out. But you have to move 
on. Whether we won the game or lost, it doesn’t really 
matter. We’ve done this all year. Focus on the day you have. 
Try to make that your best day. Win that day.” 

The bad 

It’s mentally and physically excruciating to play consecutive 
double-overtime games on the road with nothing to show for 
it on the scoresheet. Brett Pesce logged 79:43 minutes in the 
past two, and 107 minutes in the past three without Jaccob 
Slavin in the mix. Allotting the defensive duties has been and 
will continue to be rough without the Canes’ No. 1 guy, and 
playing the second- and third-longest games in franchise 
history in the meantime didn’t exactly make that easier. 

These past two games have exposed how important Slavin 
is in the slot. The Predators’ goals were largely coming when 
they waltzed through the slot and Alex Nedeljkovic was left to 
fend for himself. The Hurricanes had an aforementioned 
menacing lead in overall shots, but according to Sportlogiq, 
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Nashville and Carolina were tied with 20 slot shots each in 
Game 4. 

“There’s no question — he’s one of the best players in the 
league,” Brind’Amour said of Slavin. “You take him out of 
anybody’s lineup and you’re going to miss him, especially 
when you play basically another game and a bit, it’s going to 
show up. So it’s part of it, but injuries are a big, big part of 
playoff hockey, and I think our guys have stepped up great 
that have had to fill in his shoes.” 

Brind’Amour said “hopefully” Slavin will “try” to re-enter the 
lineup for Game 5, but ultimately “he’ll tell us when he feels 
good.” 

Before the series, I said the Predators’ route to success 
would be holding the Hurricanes off the scoresheet on the 
power play. That was basically the story of the game as the 
Canes went 0-for-4 Sunday. They got a few decent shots off 
— like Svech from his circle — but they were struggling 
getting passes through with the ease that usually comes 
naturally. 

Speaking of star power, it’s a rough outlook when you waste 
a two-goal night from Brock McGinn. Frankly, we’re going to 

need to see a goal from Dougie Hamilton here, soon. He and 
Aho lead the team in shots at 23 each, so it feels like a 
matter of time before Hamilton connects — but if you’re 
going to make an impact, the time would be in Game 5. 
Svechnikov did have six shots on goal and a few great 
chances in overtime, but I would’ve liked to see him bury one 
in his 30:09 on the ice. He’s harder on himself than anybody, 
though. 

“I feel like I’ve got to drive to the net a little bit harder, find 
that little bit of space in front of the net and put the puck in 
the net,” he said. “It’s easy to say that, but we’ve got to do 
that more as a team, too. Get in front and maybe screen or 
something so we can score those goals.” 

What now? 

OK, fine. Please step back from that ledge, my friends. I still 
like the Canes’ odds in a best-of-three against Nashville, 
especially with a potential Game 7 in Raleigh. 

But respect the Predators, an extremely dangerous 
opponent, enough to know that Game 5 is basically a must-
win.
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Gold: Game 5 musings from the back porch 

By Adam Gold 

Before we start, a quick confession. I never did mow the 
lawn on Sunday. I was going to, but it was too hot. Forgive 
me for misleading you. 

Well here we are, headed for a PNC Arena pandemic 
capacity crowd of 12,000 Caniacs, in a game that the 
Carolina Hurricanes absolutely must have. After taking a 2-0 
series lead with a pair of relatively deceptive 3-goal wins the 
Canes returned from Nashville with a pair of bitter, 
frustrating, double overtime losses and an even series. In 
order for the Hurricanes to regain their footing in the best-of-
seven series, they’re going to have to answer some 
questions. 

1-For some reason people like to foist playoff-like feelings on 
regular season games. There are big games, intense games, 
rivalry games, during the regular season. But, those aren’t 
playoff games and they don’t have a “playoff feel”. Well, 
maybe Dougie Hamilton needs to trick himself into thinking 
that Game 5 is just a random game in November because 
“playoff” hockey has not agreed with Hamilton over his 
career. 

Statistically speaking, regular season Hamilton is far better 
than Stanley Cup season Hamilton. Over the course of his 
career, Dougie is worth .562 points per game. With the 
Hurricanes the last three seasons that number has risen to 
.658 per game. This season, it’s gone even higher, finishing 
a 42-point year at .764 ppg. 

In the postseason, those numbers are, respectively, 
.447/.417/.250. Now, before you stomp your feet about small 
sample size or Dougie not being fully operational a season 
ago following his January leg injury, I agree. Simply using 
scoring data is unfair over just 24 games (the number of 
playoff games he’s played with Carolina). But, the entire 
playoffs are a small sample size and we have a full playoff 
season from 2019 upon which to base opinions. 

Hamilton has not been near his best when the Hurricanes 
have needed him the most. Fair or not, these games are 
when you earn your reputation. He’s never going to be 
confused with Scott Stevens -- or Jaccob Slavin -- but, at 
least he can provide some scoring punch beyond a 
secondary assist on a Sebastian Aho Game 2 power play 
goal. Dougie doesn’t have to be Conn Smythe, but he can’t 
have a hand -- directly or otherwise -- in all four goals against 
as he was Sunday. 

2-Going into the series it appeared that the special teams 
battle would belong to Carolina. Against the Predators, the 
Canes’ power play clicked at a 34.6% clip (9 for 26) while 
Nashville was just 3 for 27 (11.1%). Those numbers were 
relatively consistent with each club’s regular season overall 

performance as Carolina was 2nd in the NHL with 
a manpower advantage while the Preds were 23rd. 

Four games into the best-of-seven and it’s essentially been a 
wash. And, a wash is a win for John Hynes’ team. Nashville 
is just 2 for 19 with the man advantage, but they scored 
hugely important power play goals in both games 3 and 4 
while the Hurricanes are just 2 for 14 in the series. In fact, if 
you go back to the last 17 regular season games, Carolina is 
just 9 for their last 60 (15%) at 5-on-4. 

Does that have to change for the Hurricanes to win the 
series? No. But, if you asked the Predators if they’d accept 
even terms on special teams they’d jump at the chance. As 
for what’s gone wrong of late, well, it’s not so easy to 
answer, but... 

3-Have you ever driven in midtown Manhattan in the middle 
of a weekday afternoon? You can’t move. Traffic, 
congestion, confusion, everywhere. Same place after 
midnight on a Sunday?  Clear sailing.  You can even find a 
parking spot. 

Note: Be careful reading the signs as they can be confusing. 

Well, the Hurricanes need to create a rush hour situation in 
front of Juuse Saros more than they have. If a goalie as good 
as Saros can see the shot, he’s almost always going to stop 
it. When you have 61 shots on goal and just 14 high danger 
scoring chances according to NaturalStatTrick.com that’s not 
a lot of quality. Remember, chances aren’t necessarily shots 
on goal.  And, another thing to process is that the Canes had 
just 4 of those “Grade A’s” from the 3rd period on. 

I guess, this is the long way of saying that Carolina hasn’t 
made it all that difficult for Nashville over the last 10 periods. 
Credit for a lot of that goes to the Predators, but it’s also 
important that the Canes don’t become a jump-shooting 
team and continue to try and get inside the defense. 

As we close, a lot of Carolina’s issues are related to the 
absence of Jaccob Slavin. Without him, Rod Brind’Amour is 
forced to use players who would either not be dressed or 
certainly not be utilized in high-leverage situations. An 
example of both is the fact that on the Predators’ game-tying 
power play goal in the 3rd period of Game 4, Maxime Lajoie 
and Jani Hakanpaa were the defensive pair on the ice. You 
know the rest. Nick Cousins was unencumbered in front of 
Alex Nedeljkovic when he deflected the shot from the point 
for a 3-3 score. 

If Slavin were in the line up, Lajoie wouldn’t be asked to kill a 
3rd period penalty. Unless, of course, he was playing for the 
Chicago Wolves in a game against Grand Rapids in the 
American Hockey League. Nothing against Max, but I’ll buy 
him the Greyhound ticket if Slavin draws back in. 
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Game 5 starts at 8:00 with a 7:00 start for Storm Watch 
starring Alec Campbell on 99.9 the Fan. As always, stay 
tuned for the Canes Corner podcast that drops the 

#MorningAfter every Hurricanes game. It’s available 
wherever you get your podcasts.

 

 

 

 

Canes Reset and Look Ahead to Game 5 in Raleigh 

Brind'Amour: 'We've done this all year. Focus on the day you 
have. Try to make that your best day. Win that day' 

By Michael Smith 

Losing in double overtime in the Stanley Cup Playoffs is 
tough. 

Losing consecutive games in double overtime in the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs is even tougher. 

It's more wrenching for the Carolina Hurricanes to look back 
and wonder what if. After all, it's only natural. 

"You want better. You feel like you deserve better," head 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said after a 4-3 double overtime final 
in Game 4, in which the Canes recorded 129 shot attempts 
to the Nashville Predators' 72. "It doesn't work that way." 

It certainly doesn't work that way, and that's part of what 
makes hockey, well, hockey. Sometimes the puck finds the 
back of the net, and sometimes a goaltender makes a 
highlight reel save. Sometimes one team dominates but the 
other takes advantage of an opportunity, numbers and trends 
and statistics be damned. 

"Those are tough ways to lose," Brind'Amour said on 
Monday morning. "It's how we lost when we felt like we could 
have won. That's where it's tough. We have to park it. We've 
moved on already." 

Between Games 3 and 4, the Canes and Predators played 
191:04 worth of hockey, equivalent to three regulation games 
and half of another period. 

Brett Pesce played 79:43 of that 191:04. Brady Skjei played 
77:01. 

"I'm feeling fine. We work hard throughout the season for 
these kinds of moments," Skjei said on Monday. "I've been 
sleeping great and doing a good job with the trainers 
recovering, and I think all the guys have. We feel good." 

The first day of the traditional workweek served as a natural 
reset button for the Canes. Come to the rink. Digest video. 
Continued recovery for those who played on Sunday 
afternoon, on-ice work for those who didn't. 

And the mood? The mood was upbeat and positive, even 
after two draining losses in Nashville. 

"I thought I was going to have to pick the pieces up a little bit 
today, and I didn't. I think it was actually the other way 
around," Brind'Amour said. "It's a tough way to lose when 
you give everything like that. The guys felt like, man, the ice 
was tilted in our favor, but it just didn't work out. But you 
have to move on. Whether we won the game or lost, it 
doesn't really matter. We've done this all year. Focus on the 
day you have. Try to make that your best day. Win that day." 

Reset. Refocus. This First Round series started 0-0, and 
after the home team won each of its first two games, it's 
essentially a new series, a best-of-seven turned best-of-
three. And even though the last two games didn't go their 
way, the Canes remain trusting in their process. 

"It's 2-2, and the series is basically starting over. It's not, 'Oh, 
the world is caving in,'" Brind'Amour said. "It's about 
reenergizing and getting excited about the opportunity we 
have sitting in front of us." 

The Canes know they'll get an emotional boost from 12,000 
strong inside PNC Arena for Game 5. 

"I have no doubt the Caniacs are sitting back home biting 
their fingernails getting ready to tear the roof off that place," 
Jordan Martinook said after Game 4. "We know what PNC 
can do. I can't wait to get back in front of them and get them 
juicing us up." 

The Canes might also get a boost to their lineup if Jaccob 
Slavin, who has missed the last three games with a lower-
body injury, gives the thumbs up to draw back in. 

"I'm hopeful he'll try tomorrow," Brind'Amour said. "He'll tell 
us when he feels good." 

In any case, the Canes, as disappointed as they may be 
from the results in Nashville, are a confident bunch heading 
into Game 5. They should be. They earned that right. Now 
they have another opportunity to prove it. 

"It's a three-game series now. We feel good. We feel 
confident," Skjei said. "We're ready to get started again."
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Game 5 Preview: Predators vs. Hurricanes 

Canes return home with series tied 2-2 

By Michael Smith 

After dropping consecutive games in double overtime, the 
Carolina Hurricanes return home looking to regain their First 
Round series advantage against the Nashville Predators. 

Game 5 

(4) Nashville Predators vs. (1) Carolina Hurricanes 

Series tied 2-2 

Tuesday, May 25, 8 p.m. 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports app, CNBC 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

About Game 4 

Less than 48 hours after playing a game that lasted 94:54, 
the Canes found themselves in another double overtime 
adventure against the Predators. Brock McGinn tallied twice 
in regulation, but Luke Kunin scored his second goal of the 
game at the 16:10 mark of the second overtime to even the 
series at two games apiece for Nashville. 

"If you watch that game, it's evident what makes us 
successful. We get in on the forecheck, start rumbling 
around, take pucks to the net," said Jordan Martinook, who 
posted a pair of assists. "It's a recipe for success. We're 
wearing them down. That's what we want to do. They're 
going to score goals, but we need to just stick with what we 
do and what makes us successful. That's all we need to do. 
We're right there." 

Numbers to Know 

1: Games 3 and 4 marked the first time in franchise history 
that the Canes played multi-overtime postseason games. 
Game 4 surpassed Game 3 as the second-longest playoff 
game in franchise history. 

13: McGinn's second goal of Game 4, scored 13 seconds 
into the third period, is the fastest goal from the start of a 
period in franchise postseason history. 

3: Jaccob Slavin has missed the last three games with a 
lower-body injury, and his status remains a game-time 
decision for Game 5. 

"I'm hopeful he'll try tomorrow," head coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said on Monday. "He'll tell us when he feels good."

 

 

 

Carolina, Nashville tied 2-2 heading to game 5 

Nashville Predators (31-23-2, fourth in the Central Division 
during the regular season) vs. Carolina Hurricanes (36-12-8, 
first in the Central Division during the regular season) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Tuesday, 8 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -192, Predators 
+162; over/under is 5.5 

NHL PLAYOFFS FIRST ROUND: Series tied 2-2 

BOTTOM LINE: The Nashville Predators visit the Carolina 
Hurricanes for game five of the first round of the NHL 
Playoffs with the series tied 2-2. The teams meet Tuesday 
for the 13th time this season. The Predators won the 
previous meeting 4-3 in overtime. Luke Kunin scored a team-
high two goals for the Predators in the victory. 

The Hurricanes are 36-12-8 against the rest of their division. 
Carolina ranks 13th in the NHL with 32.0 shots per game and 
is averaging 3.1 goals. 

The Predators are 31-23-2 against the rest of their division. 
Nashville averages 9.2 penalty minutes per game, the 

eighth-most in the NHL. Mathieu Olivier leads the team 
serving 70 total minutes. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes 
with 24 goals and has 57 points. Andrei Svechnikov has 
three goals and five assists over the last 10 games for 
Carolina. 

Roman Josi leads the Predators with 33 points, scoring eight 
goals and collecting 25 assists. Kunin has five goals over the 
last 10 games for Nashville. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 5-2-3, averaging three goals , 
4.4 assists, 4.5 penalties and 10.1 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.6 goals per game with a .917 save percentage. 

Predators: 6-4-0, averaging three goals , five assists, 4.2 
penalties and 9.5 penalty minutes while giving up 2.6 goals 
per game with a .931 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jaccob Slavin: day to day (lower 
body). 

Predators: Matt Duchene: day to day (undisclosed), Viktor 
Arvidsson: day to day (upper body).

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 25, 2021 

 

Carolina, Nashville could use a breath — and breathing room 

By Jimmy Golen 

Four overtimes. A total of 191 minutes, 4 seconds of hockey. 
Two hundred and fourteen shots on goal.  

In just two games.  

“Got to be mentally tough. You’ve got to stay ultra-focused 
and your detail has to be very sharp,” said Ryan Johansen, 
whose Predators won consecutive double-overtime games in 
Nashville to tie their Central Division playoff series against 
Carolina at two wins apiece. “All we’re going to do now is 
prepare for Game 5 and get some rest.”  

Nashville goalie Juuse Saros tied the franchise record for 
saves in Game 3, and then set the mark with 58 saves 
Sunday. He is the second goalie since 1956 to record 50-
plus saves in consecutive playoff games, joining Curtis 
Joseph (1993). 

Saros’ 184 shots and 171 saves is the most for any goalie 
this postseason. 

“He’s been our best player all year,” forward Luke Kunin 
said. “He’s a beast back there and we just want to help him 
out as much as we can.” 

In the only NHL playoff series that has followed form, the 
Hurricanes are expecting the support from about 12,000 fans 
to push them to a victory in Game 5 on Tuesday night. Each 
of the first four games of the series has been won by the 
home team. 

“We’re starting over. And we’re at home,” Carolina coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “I thought I was going to have to pick 
the pieces up a little bit today, and I didn’t. ... It’s a tough way 
to lose, when you give everything like that.” 

The four overtimes in about 42 hours left the teams gasping 
for breath. They wouldn’t mind a little breathing room, either: 
Each of the first four games has been tied or within one goal 
into the third period or beyond. 

“We’re in good shape,” Nashville coach John Hynes said. 
“We’re able to play 60 (minutes), we’re rolling four lines. 

We’re not banged up. We don’t have injuries. So, you know, 
we’re in good shape.” 

The Hurricanes have been without top defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin since the series-opening win; Brind’Amour said Slavin 
will “try it” on Tuesday but remains a game-time decision. 

MAPLE LEAFS at CANADIENS, series tied 1-1, 7 p.m. ET 
(NHL Network) 

The first playoff series between the Maple Leafs and 
Canadiens since 1979 moves to Montreal, where the city 
remains under a curfew until Friday. The province of Quebec 
would allow 2,500 fans into the Bell Centre on Sunday if the 
series makes it to a Game 6 — the first NHL crowd in the 
country in over a year.  

“We’re happy to get one on the road there. It’s not easy,” 
Montreal defenseman Brett Kulak told The Canadian Press. 
“We played them well, we thought, and we’re excited to get 
back at it here at home.” 

ADVANCING 

The light schedule for Tuesday night is compliments of two 
quick series: Boston’s five-game victory over Washington, 
and Colorado’s sweep of the Blues. 

The Bruins are taking two days off while they wait for the 
Islanders and Penguins to finish.  

Boston general manager Don Sweeney said Monday that 
defenseman Kevan Miller is “still early in his recovery phase” 
as he recovers from a high hit from Dmitry Orlov in Game 4.  

Fellow defensemen Jeremy Lauzon and Jakub Zboril could 
return in the second round.  

“Our hope is they will both be available for next series,” 
Sweeney said. “Until they’re into practice with the main group 
we won’t really know. But hopefully we’ll get a little extra time 
and they can move along in the healing process.” 

The Avalanche trailed for only 7:12 over the four games 
against St. Louis and now await the winner of the Vegas-
Minnesota series.
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They said it: Skjei, Svechnikov, Brind’Amour on ‘best of three’ series  

Rod Brind’Amour, Brady Skjei and Andrei Svechnikov spoke 
with the media Monday.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

After two double overtime wins for the Predators in Nashville, 
the Hurricanes’ first-round series is now a best of three. The 
team will need to regroup, refocus and win two of the next 
three to move on.  

Brady Skjei, Andrei Svechnikov and Rod Brind’Amour spoke 
with the media Monday, here’s a full breakdown of 
everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Andrei Svechnikov: His effort’s been great. He had a few 
last night, could have won it in overtime, came down the 
wing and just ripped it. That’s his game. He was great in the 
O-zone. I don’t really say too much. Generally when he 
needs a little tweaking in other areas is when we get to him. 
So he’s a creative player, he’s working hard and you’ve kind 
of got to let him do his thing.  

On Max Lajoie: Obviously Jaccob being out, he’s a great 
defender. You can’t replicate that type of level, but what’s the 
next best player to do that. I think that’s where he came into 
play when you’re talking about Max. Talking to [Ryan 
Warsofsky], his coach for the year, he gave him a lot of 
positive reviews and felt like it was his time to get a crack at 
it. So he earned that opportunity and I think he’s done well. 
That’s a tough position. We’ve got a couple guys in our 
lineup on the back end that it’s tough, it’s not the easiest 
thing to do when you’re new to it at this level. But they’re 
doing their best and they’re hanging in there.  

On the recovery for a coach after two tough games: That’s 
the part of coaching that’s why you probably why you don’t 
have long careers of it, at least in my opinion. Because it 
does take a toll, like I said. I said ‘What did we do wrong, 
why did we lose that game?’ And you’re going through 
everything, when at the end of the day, when I played I never 
blamed the coach for a win or a loss. But now that I’m here, 
you definitely feel like ‘OK, what could we have done 
differently?’ It wears on you, but that’s part of the job. It’s not 
fun, that’s for sure.  

On the challenges of coaching back-to-back double 
overtimes: The challenge is those are tough ways to lose. It’s 
not the losses. We’re 2-2, the series is basically starting 
over. The world’s not caving in. We’re starting over. We’re at 
home. But it’s how we lost, where we felt like we could have 
won. I feel like that’s where it gets tough. You have to park it. 
We’ve moved on already, we’ve shown some things. Now it’s 
about reenergizing and getting excited about the opportunity 
that we have sitting in front of us.  

On the input players have in rest days and recovery time: I 
think you get the mindset of how the guys are feeling. That’s 
where you go to the team. I know how I feel, but that may not 
be the same as the guys. It’s gone both times, where I’m 
feeling like ‘Wow, we needed a break’ and they’re like ‘Nope, 
we’re OK, we needed the other way.’ So that’s where the 
communication comes in. [Jordan Staal]’s got a good feel for 
the group in that regard, so I got to him on that and then we 
move forward.  

On Alex Nedeljkovic and if this is a tough situation to make a 
decision on starting goalies: I think it’s easy because we 
have good options and Ned’s playing well. He certainly has 
kept us in these games and made some great saves. He’d 
like to have the one back, obviously, but he more than made 
up for that the rest of the way. The concern was and is is 
that’s not how we did it during the year, does it have any 
affect? That’s where we talk to him and get a feel for where 
he’s at both physically and mentally and make the decision 
on where we go. 

On the power play: Obviously that’s the game, it’s probably 
been the last two games. We get one on the power play 
there, it’s a different story. But having said that, you go 
through it and you look, you’ve got [Svechnikov] with four 
shots at the tops of the circles and [Martin Necas] too. Those 
are, I think, about as grade-A as you’re going to get. Those 
are what we’re trying to set up and we just missed on a 
couple of our other little faceoff plays that we had. We can be 
sharper, but we had great zone time. That’s generally how I 
try to grade our power play, because those guys are 
talented. If they get enough cracks, enough opportunities, 
enough zone time, then I think things are going to work out in 
the end. So we’ve got to be a little sharper, but it certainly 
wasn’t as bad as the numbers indicate.  

On one team getting more rest between series: I don’t know. 
There’s pros and cons to both. We had a series that went 
seven games a couple years ago, played a day and a half 
later and we ended up sweeping that series. The other team 
was sitting there, so they said ‘Well, they were rusty.’ I think 
it just depends who wins. I don’t think there’s a lot of 
carryover, unless there’s injuries. Now that’s a different 
equation. To me, that’s the big thing about playing extra 
games is you run the risk of losing guys.  

On Jaccob Slavin: There’s nothing I can tell you. He’s here, 
and I’m hopeful he’ll try it tomorrow. That’s kind of where 
we’re at, but I won’t know until tomorrow. He’ll tell us when 
he feels good. I wait for him to come tell me ‘I’m in’ and we’ll 
pencil him in.  

On the mood today: The mood actually was better than I 
thought. I thought I was going to have to pick the pieces up a 
little bit today, and I didn’t. I think it was actually the other 
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way around. They were pretty good. It’s a tough way to lose 
when you give everything like that. I feel like the guys felt like 
the ice was tilted in our favor, but it just didn’t work out. But 
you have to move on, whether we won or lost. We’ve done 
this all year. Focus on the day you have, try to make that 
your best day, win that day and that’s what we’re going with 
tomorrow.  

Brady Skjei 

On how he’s feeling after two double overtime games: I’m 
feeling fine. I think we work hard throughout the season for 
these kind of moments. I think Roddy does a great job at that 
and [Bill Burniston] with our workouts. But overall, I’m not too 
tired. I’m going to recover today and be ready to go 
tomorrow. 

On if he’s ever played back-to-back double overtime games 
and if the fatigue is more mental or physical: This is the first 
time I think I’ve ever played back-to-back double overtime 
games. Fatigue, I actually feel alright. I think I’ve been 
sleeping great and been doing a good job with the trainers 
recovering. I think all the guys have. We feel good. Obviously 
the last two games were tough and could have gone either 
way. But it’s a three-game series now. We feel good, we feel 
confident and we’re ready to get started again tomorrow.  

On having a rhythm to the schedule: I think we all kind of 
enjoyed the rest day today, and then we’ll get back on the ice 
in the morning for a little pre-game skate. It’s a good routine, 
and I think it’s perfect for our situation right now.  

On Alex Nedeljkovic bouncing back from giving up a bad 
goal: He’s been great. That’s kind of been him all year. He’s 
super competitive, super confident. We know that he’s going 
to bounce back from something like that. Those kind of 
bounces happen in the playoffs. That’s going to happen, and 
the way he responded was very impressive.  

On if Nedeljkovic is getting overshadowed by Juuse Saros’ 
numbers: I think both goalies are playing well. Obviously 
Ned’s made some big saves for us and their goalie has 
made some big saves for them. They’re both doing a good 
job. We’re going to have to keep getting pucks to the net, 
getting traffic to the net. For us defensemen, for sure, we can 
try to pick up a few more sticks and box out. So we know that 

we’re very confident Ned’s going to make that first save, and 
for us defensemen, he’s going to clean up the rebounds.  

On if the defensemen can do anything to generate more 
chances against Saros: I think for us defensemen, I think we 
can try to get a more pucks through. Obviously they do a 
very good job of getting in the lane, not just their first guy, but 
it seems like their second layer does a good job too. So 
maybe trying to move a little bit and trying to get a few more 
pucks through would be huge. 

Andrei Svechnikov 

On what he has to do to get some more chances: For me 
personally, I feel like I’ve got to drive to the net a little bit 
harder, find that little bit of space in front of the net and put 
the puck in the net. It’s easy to say that, but we’ve got to do 
that more as a team too. Get in front and maybe screen or 
something so we can score those goals.  

On the power play: I don’t think we need to change 
something, to be honest. I don’t know how many shots we 
got on the power play, but it seems like a lot, to be honest. I 
feel like we don’t have that luck, that extra shot that we need. 
Hopefully we’re going to be successful tomorrow.  

On the players’ input into rest days: I think it’s [Jordan Staal] 
and Roddy decide what we need the day after. They decide 
that. We’re not skating today, we just had meetings. So we’re 
probably going to skate tomorrow morning and get ready for 
tomorrow night’s game.  

On Alex Nedeljkovic: It’s huge. He’s been playing a really 
good game. Last night, they were going 2-on-0 and I knew 
he was going to save that, because you’re confident in him. 
It’s good to see him playing that really good game.  

On if he’s frustrated: There’s nothing to be frustrated about, 
to be honest. I’m confident. We’re going to go there the next 
two games and show the best game to them. It’s going to be 
a little bit of a different game. We’re going to be a little bit 
fired up, especially when we play in our building tomorrow 
night.  

On if the team needs to play the same way: Yeah, we’ve got 
to play the same way. We’ve got to find a way to score goals 
and get lucky a little bit.
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. Nashville Predators game five preview 

The Hurricanes will look to re-claim the lead in this series 
Tuesday night.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Carolina Hurricanes (2-1) at Nashville Predators (1-2) 

2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs First Round — Game Four — 
CAR leads 2-1 
Tuesday, May 235, 2021 - 8 p.m. ET 
PNC Arena — Raleigh, North Carolina 

Watch: CNBC, Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: On the Forecheck 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

Following two double overtime wins for the Nashville 
Predators in games three and four, this first-round series is 
now a best of three. The Hurricanes will look to re-take the 
lead in the series with game five at PNC Arena, where 
they’re undefeated so far in these playoffs.  

The Hurricanes are still in a good spot, needing to win two of 
three games to close out the series, with two of those games 
at home, but the Predators have certainly captured some 
momentum after their wins in Nashville.  

Here’s a look at how these two teams match up tonight: 

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Predators 

Record 2-2-0 2-2-0 

Goals/Game 3.75 2.75 

Goals Against/Game 2.75 3.75 

Shots/Game 46.5 38.3 

Face Off Win % 51.3% 48.7% 

Power Play % (Rank) 14.3% (10th) 10.5% (13th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 89.5% (4th) 85.7% (t-6th) 

ES Corsi For % 57.1% 42/9% 

ES PDO 99% 100.9% 

PIM/Game 14:30 12:00 

Goaltender #1 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Juuse Saros 

Record 2-2-0 2-2-0 

Save % 0.928 .929 

GAA 2.13 2.52 

Goaltender #2 

Category James Reimer Pekka Rinne 

Record 0-0-0 0-0-0 

Save % .000 .000 

GAA 0.00 0.00 

Game Notes 

 The Hurricanes need to get their power play going 
tonight, and in these playoffs. They went 1 for 7 up 
a man in Nashville, including an 0-for-4 mark in 
game four. A goal up a man could have made a 
difference and sent the Hurricanes back to Raleigh 
with a chance to close this thing out.  

 It remains unknown if Jaccob Slavin will play in this 
game - he’s still day to day, and Rod Brind’Amour is 
waiting for him to say he’s good to go. We should 
know more about Slavin’s status following today’s 
10:30 morning skate.  

 Count Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce among those 
likely hoping the Hurricanes can get this one done 
in regulation. With both of the past two games going 
to double overtime, and sans Slavin, Pesce and 
Skjei have played 79:43 and 77:01, respectively 
over the pair of contests.  

 The Hurricanes are 21-10 in home playoff games 
since 2006.  

 We’ll also likely know the starting goalie for this one 
after the morning skate. Brind’Amour could opt to 
turn to Petr Mrazek after a pair of losses, but there’s 
certainly nothing to fault Alex Nedeljkovic for in 
either loss - he made 92 total saves in Nashville 
and has been excellent in the first four playoff 
games of his career.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251643038.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251646463.html 

https://theathletic.com/2608627/2021/05/25/dont-panic-but-game-5-is-approaching-must-win-territory-for-the-hurricanes/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-game-5-musings-from-the-back-porch/19694354/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-reset-look-ahead-to-game-5-in-raleigh/c-324967974 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/game-5-preview-nashville-predators-carolina-hurricanes/c-324970242 

https://apnews.com/article/tn-state-wire-carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-nashville-nhl-5a7e7e4716564b1c9919741f8f7500a6 
https://apnews.com/article/tn-state-wire-nashville-predators-carolina-hurricanes-canada-hockey-59dfb15834cff816c5dabe1aacb6f432 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/24/22451400/carolina-hurricanes-rod-brindamour-andrei-svechnikov-brady-skjei 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/25/22452237/carolina-hurricanes-vs-nashville-predators-game-five-preview-5-25 
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The Hurricanes are still trying to make Svech happen against the 
Predators 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

As badly as the Carolina Hurricanes are missing Jaccob Slavin, who 
hasn’t played since Game 1, they’re also missing Andrei Svechnikov, 
who has. The electric winger who is capable of turning a game around 
with one unstoppable shot has yet to make any kind of real impact on a 
series where essentially every game has been decided by a single goal. 

It’s been an up and down third NHL season for Svechnikov, but with the 
Hurricanes desperately struggling to convert chances into goals with the 
series against the Nashville Predators tied 2-2 heading back to Raleigh 
on Tuesday, they need their most talented goal-scorer to contribute. 

That said, he hasn’t lost his confidence. Svechnikov even smiled Monday 
when asked if he was getting frustrated. 

“Nothing too frustrated,” Svechnikov said. “I’m confident we’re going to 
go the next two games and show our best game to them. It’s going to be 
a little bit different game. We’re going to be fired up, especially in our 
building.” 

Despite playing for all but one period with linemates who are also getting 
plenty of scoring chances and owning some of the best possession 
numbers on the team, Svechnikov has yet to actually get anything past 
Juuse Saros. His only goal of the series, on 21 shots, is the empty-netter 
to seal Game 1. 

But there’s also a balance Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour is trying to 
strike, because the Hurricanes have liked Svechnikov’s offensive game 
overall. 

“His effort’s been great,” Brind’Amour said. “He had a few last night, one 
in overtime down the wing where he ripped it and that’s his game. He’s 
been great in the offensive zone. I don’t really say too much generally. 
When he needs a little tweaking in other areas, that’s when we get to 

him. He’s a creative player and he’s working hard. We’ve kind of got to 
let him do his thing.” 

Unfortunately, this kind of slump has been all too common for 
Svechnikov this season -- perhaps coincidentally, perhaps not -- with his 
unresolved contract extension hanging over his head. After a fast start 
with six goals in the first eight games, Svechnikov scored only three 
goals in the final 15 games of the regular season and went multiple 
stretches of six games or more without a goal. 

On a normal, 82-game schedule, he was on a 22-goal pace, regressing 
from his 31-goal pace last season. 

“Personally for me, I feel like I just got to drive to the net a little bit harder, 
find space in front of the net, put the puck in the net,” Svechnikov said. 
“It’s easy to say that, but we have to do that more as a team to get in 
front and maybe screen or something, so we can score those goals.” 

WAITING ON JACCOB SLAVIN TO RETURN FROM INJURY 

Slavin was not among the seven skaters and three goalies (Petr Mrazek, 
James Reimer, Antoine Bibeau) who practiced at PNC Arena on Monday 
morning, none of whom played in Game 5. His availability for Game 5 
remains uncertain … and critical. Brind’Amour said there was no change 
in his status: Slavin will tell him when he’s ready to play after missing the 
past three games. 

In his absence, during what amounted to more than an extra game of 
hockey in games 3 and 4, Brett Pesce played a total of 79:43 and Brady 
Skjei 79:01. The two defensemen have been absolute workhorses, but 
that kind of duty has to take a toll at some point, if it didn’t already as the 
two losses dragged deep into a second overtime. 

“I feel fine,” Skjei said. “We work hard throughout the season for these 
kinds of moments.” 

Some unexpected contributions have come from Maxime Lajoie, who 
jumped ahead of Jake Gardiner on the depth chart thanks to his 
defensive reliability despite spending the entire season in the AHL and 
played heavily in both road games. 

“That’s a tough position,” Brind’Amour said. “We’ve got a couple (young) 
guys in the lineup, on the back end, that’s tough. Not the easiest thing to 
do at this level, jumping in there. They’re doing their best.” 
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Cedric Paquette, who has yet to play in the series, was among the seven 
skaters Monday. 

TWO OF THE LONGEST GAMES IN FRANCHISE HISTORY 

The two double-overtime games in Nashville ended up being the second- 
and third-longest games in franchise history, trailing only the triple-
overtime loss to Detroit in the 2002 Stanley Cup finals. 

“It’s a tough way to lose, when you give everything like that,” Brind’Amour 
said. “I think the guys felt like the ice was tilted in our favor and it didn’t 
work out. You have to move on. We’ve done that all year.” 

The two losses also continued a disturbing trend that goes back 30 
years: The Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers are 1-7 all-time in multiple-OT 
playoff games. The only win was at Washington in Game 7 in 2019, on 
Brock McGinn’s goal. 

BY THE NUMBERS 

Analytically speaking, Sunday’s first period and second overtime were 
the two best periods the Hurricanes have played in the series, controlling 
81.2% and 74.3% of five-on-five shot attempts respectively. The 
Predators still managed to outscore the Hurricanes 2-1 in those two 
periods, which is a big reason why the series is tied 2-2 going into Game 
5. 

All of that means the Game 5 keys for the Hurricanes are the oldest in 
hockey: More traffic in front, get to more rebounds, get more shots 
through. 

“They do a great job getting in the lane, not just their first guy but their 
second guy, too,” Skjei said. “Maybe try to move a bit and get a few more 
pucks through.” 

PREDATORS AT HURRICANES: GAME 5 STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS 

When: Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

WATCH: CNBC, BSSO 
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Nashville Predators keep defying odds in playoffs. Juuse Saros is a big 
reason why. 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

Thanks to consecutive double-overtime victories in Games 3 and 4, the 
Nashville Predators have managed to turn their seven-game first-round 
playoff series against the Carolina Hurricanes into what could feel like an 
eight-game series. 

Then again, maybe that's not surprising considering that a little more than 
two months ago the Predators had less than a 1% chance of making the 
playoffs. Considering as recently as a few days ago, when they trailed 
the series 2-0, their chances of advancing to the second round seemed 
even lower. 

That's what a Matt Duchene winner in double-OT will get a team, along 
with a Luke Kunin double-OT winner two days later, when he went 95 
minutes, 13 seconds between goals. That's what having a goalie setting 
franchise records will get a team, too. 

Juuse Saros, no longer no doubt not Pekka Rinne's backup, has played 
310 minutes – the equivalent of more than five full regulation games 
packed into four in a series that's somehow tied 2-2. 

"He's a stud and he's going to keep doing his thing," center Ryan 
Johansen said Sunday, when Saros set a franchise playoff record (and 
personal high for the second game in a row) when he made 58 saves in 
a 4-3 victory at Bridgestone Arena. He tied the franchise record Friday 
with 52. 

"We're going to keep counting on him." 

At this point, the Predators don't have a choice, really. Saros, in large 
part, defied those less-than-1% odds by being the best goalie in the 
league for two-plus months. 

But things could be much different when the Predators head to Raleigh, 
hoping to rally for a Game 5 road victory Tuesday (7 p.m. CT, CNBC). 

Sure, they'll be playing in front of a large, raucous crowd. But unlike at 
Bridgestone Arena, where a little over 12,000 sounded, looked and felt 
closer to 20,000, most of the screams won't be of encouragement, 
something the Predators have credited after each of the two home 
games they've played. 

The Central Division champion Hurricanes have lost three times in 
regulation at home this season. The Predators are 13-15-2 on the road 
this season, including the playoffs. 

The Predators can't continue to rely so heavily on Saros, who became 
just the second goalie in NHL history with back-to-back 50-save games in 
playoff history. 

"He's been our best player all year," Kunin said. "He's a beast back there, 
and we want to help him out as much as possible." 

Saros is going to need it should the Predators somehow turn this into a 
10-game series. 

The Predators will take Monday off, save for their charter flight to North 
Carolina, after playing 191 minutes, 4 seconds Friday and Sunday. 

"We want to try to regroup and get back to neutral and try to go do the 
same thing (Tuesday),"  Kunin said. 

And not go in reverse. 
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Series stealer? Predators goalie Juuse Saros has the Hurricanes on their 
heels after historic wins 

 

By Adam Vingan May 24, 2021  

 

The NHL began tracking saves in 1955. In the six-plus decades since 
then, there have been two instances of a goaltender recording 50-plus 
saves in consecutive playoff games. 

Only one of those goaltenders, Juuse Saros, won both. (The other was 
Curtis Joseph for the 1992-93 St. Louis Blues.) 

Saros’ Predators teammates are running low on superlatives to describe 
him, though they are willing to try to come up with new ones. 

“He’s a stud,” center Ryan Johansen said. 

“He’s a beast back there,” forward Luke Kunin said. 

Either will suffice. None of this — the back-to-back double overtime wins 
against the Carolina Hurricanes in front of 12,135 delirious fans at 
Bridgestone Arena or the Predators’ improbable playoff berth — is 
possible without Saros, who made a franchise-record 58 saves Sunday 
and made this once-lopsided series a lot more interesting. 
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At the outset of the series, goaltending was the one advantage the 
Predators had over the Hurricanes. Saros was the key to an upset. 

Questions remained, though, about whether Saros, who was subpar in 
four games against the average Arizona Coyotes inside the Edmonton 
bubble last year, could steal a series against a high-powered opponent. 

The Hurricanes had a distinct territorial advantage in Game 4, especially 
in the early going. They possessed the puck for 3:54 in the first period, 
compared to 32 seconds for the Predators. By the end of regulation, it 
was 8:03-3:38 in favor of the Hurricanes. 

Saros’ counterpart, outstanding rookie Alex Nedeljkovic, made more 
highlight-reel saves Sunday, but Saros was calm under pressure, 
stopping 18 of 20 slot shots, including seven of eight from the inner slot. 

“He always had the physical ability,” Predators coach John Hynes said. 
“His work habits, just his office-ice training, how he practices, how he 
prepares himself, they are top notch, so you (knew) physically that he 
(would be) able to step into that role. The biggest adjustment is being 
able to mentally focus for as long as he has, as many games as he’s 
played, but then also what are you doing in between games, a tough 
loss, a big win. Those are all the things that really come down to being a 
goaltender that can play very consistently at the level he’s played (at). I 
think that’s a credit to him. It’s a credit to (goaltending coach) Benny 
Vanderklok. I think it’s a credit to (Pekka Rinne). Those guys have a real 
tight relationship. 

“(Saros) puts in the work, but the maturation of the player mentally and I 
think emotionally are the big differences now.” 

Juuse Saros against the Hurricanes 

1 (L) 

17/21 

9/11 

2 (L) 

9/11 

3/4 

3 (OTW) 

26/27 

12/13 

4 (OTW) 

18/20 

7/8 

As recently as March, when Saros had a 3.10 goals-against average and 
.895 save percentage through his first 13 appearances this season, there 
was skepticism that he had what it took to be a franchise goaltender. He 
was too small, too inconsistent. 

Those doubts gradually disappeared as Saros, one of three sub-6-foot 
goaltenders in the league, turned in a virtuoso performance over the final 
two months of the regular season and attracted some Vezina Trophy 
buzz. 

Saros might never develop into the workhorse that Rinne was for a 
decade, but the Predators’ future at the position appears very bright. 
First-round pick Iaroslav Askarov, who posted a 1.21 GAA and .951 save 
percentage in nine KHL games this season, waits in the wings. Askarov, 
18, and Saros, 26, have the makings of a formidable tandem, if all goes 
according to plan. 

Saros, a restricted free agent whose three-year, $4.5 million contract 
expires in July, picked the right time to have a career season. A shorter-
term deal similar to the one Philipp Grubauer received from the Colorado 

Avalanche in 2018 — three years, $10 million — would make sense. 
(Saros is one year away from UFA status.) 

That is a discussion for another time, though. The Predators winning four 
of five against the Hurricanes seemed impossible. With Saros in goal, 
two of three is conceivable. 

“He’s a big part of our team success and our success right now in 
winning these last two games,” Johansen said. “He’s going to keep doing 
his thing, and we’re going to keep counting on him.” 

— Data via Sportlogiq. 

The Athletic LOADED: 05.25.2021 

1188747 Nashville Predators 

 

They're vibin': Why you should count the Predators out at your own risk 

 

MICHAEL GALLAGHER MAY 24, 2021  

 

It took Nashville Predators forward Luke Kunin just 57 seconds to score 
his first goal against the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 4 at Bridgestone 
Arena on Sunday. 

The 23-year-old forward had to wait exponentially longer for his second. 
Ninety-five minutes and 13 seconds, to be exact. 

Kunin, who found himself without a stick as the second overtime period 
dipped below the four-minute mark, raced over to the Predators’ bench, 
where he was met by the quick-reacting equipment manager Pete 
Rogers. 

Rogers passed along a fresh stick to Kunin, who skated uncontested into 
the Carolina zone, splitting the faceoff dots where Mikael Granlund found 
him all alone and fed him a pass that he one-timed stick-side past 
Hurricanes goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic for the 4-3 double overtime win 
that tied the series 2-2. 

It was the fourth-longest amount of time between goals by the same 
player in NHL history. Kunin now leads the Predators in hits (19) and is 
tied for the most goals (two) and fifth-most shots (10) in the postseason. 

“We actually gave Pete a round of applause after the game,” Predators 
coach John Hynes said. “A veteran equipment manager, he’s been 
around and (was) plugged into the game. (Kunin) breaks his stick, Pete 
jumps back… he’s high stepping it back to the stick and gets it right away 
and gives it to (Kunin)… It was a heck of a play by Granlund to find him 
there. So tip of the cap to Pete Rogers, for sure.” 

While Kunin may have had his coming out party, Sunday’s game was just 
the latest example of how good the Predators can be with Juuse Saros 
between the pipes.  

After making a career-high 52 saves in Friday’s double overtime win, 
Saros topped himself with a franchise-record 58 saves on Sunday. He 
became just the second player in NHL history with back-to-back games 
with 50 or more saves.  

In total, Saros saved 110 of the 117 shots he faced (.940 save 
percentage) in the last two games while playing 191:04.  

Through four games, the 26-year-old has faced the most shots (184) and 
made the most saves (171) of any goalie in the playoffs. He also has the 
fourth-best save percentage (.929), and he is tied for the fifth-best goals-
against average (2.52) of all goalies to start four or more postseason 
games. 

"He's a stud," center Ryan Johansen said of Saros. "He's a big part of 
our team success and our ... winning these last two games. He's going to 
keep doing his thing and we're going to keep counting on him." 
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Now, Nashville — which appeared to be on the verge of a quick playoff 
exit after falling behind two games to none — has Game 5 in Carolina on 
Tuesday, Game 6 in Nashville on Thursday, and if necessary, Game 7 in 
Carolina on Saturday. 

While the Predators may not like the idea of being the underdog in the 
series, they certainly seem to play their best hockey with their backs 
against the wall. It worked for the final 28 games of the regular season, 
and now, it appears to be working just the same. 

“I think that’s just how our group is made up,” Johansen said. “Since Day 
1, we’ve loved the character in our room. We know there’s no quit and 
the resilience is showing when we need it most.” 
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TSU announces details on potential future hockey program 

 

MICHAEL GALLAGHER MAY 24, 2021  

 

As the Post reported last month, Tennessee State University is exploring 
the possibility of starting an NCAA ice hockey program, beginning with a 
feasibility study to gauge interest from students and the community, the 
school confirmed on Friday. 

The university is working in conjunction with College Hockey Inc. and the 
Nashville Predators, who partnered with TSU in March 2020 for the “$1 
million in 1 month” fundraising campaign to benefit merit- and need-
based scholarships for TSU students, an effort that raised $1.7 million to 
fund more than 500 scholarships. 

TSU would be the first-ever HBCU to field a college hockey program. 

"The idea of establishing a collegiate hockey program at TSU is a 
tremendous opportunity as the nation's first HBCU to take on this 
endeavor," TSU President Glenda Glover said. "This allows us to expand 
the sport, increase diversity, and introduce a new fan base. 

"Our partnership with the Nashville Predators and [franchise President 
and CEO] Sean Henry continues to cultivate groundbreaking programs 
that will have a lasting impact on the University and our students. We are 
appreciative for the leadership from the National Hockey League and 
NCAA College Hockey Inc. in helping to lay the foundation for this 
process with hopes of bringing college hockey to TSU." 

Through the feasibility study, TSU officials will be examining the 
sustainability of men’s and women’s varsity hockey teams, in addition to 
determining what the school would need in terms of funding, facilities and 
everything else that encompasses running a successful college hockey 
program. Results of the study are expected sometime in the fall. 

The NHL and NHL Players’ Association have sponsored feasibility 
studies in the past for colleges looking into adding NCAA Division I men’s 
and women’s hockey to their stable of athletics. 

"Despite the absence of a Division-I hockey program, the state is filled 
with talented prospective student-athletes that could build a winning 
program at Tennessee State University," TSU Athletic Director Mikki 
Allen said. 

"We are extremely excited about the prospect of adding men's and 
women's ice hockey to our athletics programs," Allen added. "Having the 
support of the Nashville Predators and the NHL is truly phenomenal and 
it speaks to the commitment that these two organizations have to 
growing the game of hockey." 

Middle Tennessee has become a hot bed for youth hockey since 2010, 
and the area has seen the second-largest percentage increase in youth 

hockey in the United States, according to TSU. High school hockey is a 
staple of the prep sports scene as well with the GNASH hockey league 
fielding 14 teams comprised of 29 schools (through co-ops). 

The demand for the sport is growing exponentially as well. Since 2014, 
the Predators have worked to open Ford Ice Center Antioch and Ford Ice 
Center Bellevue, with plans to open a Ford Ice Center in Sumner County 
by 2023 and an ice center in Clarksville in the Montgomery County 
Events Center by 2022. 

"The passion and vision of President Glover, Dr. Allen and all of 
Tennessee State University's leadership in pushing to make hockey a 
more diverse and inclusive sport through this feasibility study is both 
inspiring and humbling," Henry said. "Through their passion and track 
record they will be able to create another success story for other schools 
and communities to chase and ideally emulate.” 

Follow Michael Gallagher on Twitter @MGsports_ 
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The Athletic / ‘It’s like a family reunion’: What it means to have the NHL 
playoffs and fans back in Nashville 

 

Scott Burnside May 24, 2021  

 

NASHVILLE — Nathaniel Bone is wearing a striking Nashville Predators 
sport coat when he and his father, David, enter Peg Leg Porker in The 
Gulch section of downtown Nashville. 

He’s also wearing a crown that catches the light in the popular barbecue 
spot. 

Which makes sense since Nathaniel Bone is The King of Smashville. 

Bone was bestowed the honor and the crown to go with it by the 
Predators on March 2, 2020, just before the NHL went into its COVID-19 
pause. 

The event was especially meaningful because it was well understood that 
it was entirely possible that would be the last Predators game Bone 
would attend. 

The tumor in his brain he had been determinedly fighting since it was first 
discovered in January 2012 was, after a period of dormancy, growing 
and it seemed as though Bone, now 25, had run out of options. 

Bone told the players and staff in attendance they were just going to 
have to win a Stanley Cup without him. 

Players wept. 

Bone had agreed to go into palliative care rather than risk the downside 
of another surgery, the side effects which might have left Bone with very 
little quality of life if he survived at all. 

But after an impassioned discussion with his childhood oncologist, Bone 
changed his mind and a week after being dubbed the King of Smashville 
he underwent the latest operation aimed at keeping the tumor at bay. Six 
consecutive scans since that surgery have revealed shrinkage in the 
tumor. 

But the years of battling cancer have taken their toll on Bone. He has 
limited use of his right side and he is blind in the right side of both eyes. It 
is, he explained, a little like looking through blinds. 

There are some cognitive issues too and some short-term memory loss. 
The post-surgery treatment is grueling. Bone is on a twice daily, seven 
days a week oral chemotherapy regimen, which Bone acknowledges 
sometimes kicks him in the butt. 

But all things considered, Bone does pretty damn well. He’s active in 
politics and lives with a roommate in an apartment with the help of 
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community assistance. He and his father are faithful supporters of the 
local soccer and baseball teams. 

But nothing comes close to what Bone feels for the Predators. And as it 
turns out, nothing really comes close to what the Predators feel for him. 

In 2015, Bone, who first connected with the Predators through the team’s 
foundation, got a job at the rink as a greeter at home games. He chatted 
with visitors from out of town and made restaurant recommendations and 
got to know the season ticket holders. 

“It’s the greatest dream that anybody could ever think about,” Bone said, 
his face lighting up. 

He and his father are unequivocal about the role the team has played in 
his journey. 

“Outside of sticking a needle in my arm, they are responsible for me 
beating this,” Bone said. “It gave me hope. It’s the power of sports.” 

What does it mean to have the NHL playoffs back, with fans in the 
stands, in Nashville? It means everything. To Bone and to so many 
others in Nashville. 

“I’ll cry. I’ll cry like a baby,” Bone said when asked what it would be like 
when he enters the arena for Game 3 of the Predators’ first-round series 
against Carolina. “I want to cry just sitting here thinking about it.” 

And if truth be told, there were tears at that moment for all who sat at that 
table in Peg Leg Porker. 

Nathaniel Bone with members of the Predators in March 2020. (Courtesy 
Nathaniel Bone) 

Maybe that’s what the past year-plus has taught us, or should have 
taught us. 

Not to take anything for granted and to celebrate those moments that 
make us happy and whole. 

And let’s be frank. A lot of shit has happened in this town during the 
pandemic. 

There was a bombing in downtown Nashville on Christmas Day. Parts of 
the vibrant downtown core remain encased in metal fencing. 

There were killer tornados on the front edge of the pandemic and 
devasting floods toward the end. 

Predators president Sean Henry recalled vividly the tornados. His eldest 
son and fiance took shelter in the bathtub of their townhome. It might 
have saved their lives. 

In the immediate aftermath of the tornadoes, the Predators opened the 
doors to Bridgestone Arena and began serving lunch to those who 
needed it. 

And maybe, as it is with teams and players, the measure of an 
organization is in how they respond to adversity. 

During the pandemic, the team launched a series of programs to provide 
food to frontline workers at area hospitals and fire and police stations. 
Henry recalled preparing to make the case to ownership why he didn’t 
want to lay off any staff or demand salary reductions. He didn’t need to 
worry. Ownership was on board from the get-go. 

A couple of days before the Predators welcomed fans back to 
Bridgestone Arena, allowing for an NHL-high 12,125 for Game 3 and 4, 
Henry was part of a video call with 25 remote staff along with a handful of 
senior executives in a boardroom at Bridgestone. 

One of the key themes was how it was important for the staff to try to 
remain upbeat in spite of having dropped the first two games in Carolina. 
In some ways, it was the same message that head coach John Hynes 
would have presented to his team. 

In spite of the disappointing start to the series, interest in Nashville 
remained high. Local television viewership was three times higher than 
the regular season. 

Plans were laid out for how the Predators would help enthuse the fans’ 
return to their hockey home, LED rally towels and T-shirts, disc jockeys 

and live music outside the building and the smashing of the Carolina 
Hurricanes car, part of a playoff tradition known as Smash Car. 

On Friday night, everywhere around Bridgestone Arena, as fans made 
their way through security checkpoints or those who attended a 
sponsorship event on one of the parking decks, there were hugs and 
embraces. 

“It’s like a family reunion,” Henry said. 

On the concourse, fans could be seen lining up for a Rotier’s burger. An 
iconic Nashville eatery near Vanderbilt University, the restaurant closed 
earlier this spring as a result of the pandemic so the team reached out to 
the owners to see if they wanted to set up shop at Bridgestone Arena. 

Closing in on 600,000 COVID-19 deaths in the United States, Henry 
wondered aloud at the ripple effect of all that tragedy, how the families 
and the friends and colleagues of those who have died or who suffered in 
other ways are left to try and make sense of it all and move on. 

The Predators are unequivocally part of the equation when it comes to 
moving on and picking up the pieces in this community. 

It’s a short walk from Peg Leg Porker to Arnold’s Country Kitchen. 

Scott Scovill is easy to find because he’s the only patron — so far — 
wearing a Predators sports coat and matching Predators pants and gold 
canvas sneakers. 

An award-winning producer of concerts, tours and special events, Scovill 
built Moo TV into a small empire since coming to Nashville to work with 
Alan Jackson on his tours in 1992. 

As a young professional, he toured with U2, The Rolling Stones and 
David Bowie. 

But Nashville has become his home. 

It’s where he has set down roots and it’s where he learned everything 
about the sport that now consumes him. 

It began innocently enough. One of Scovill’s staff approached him about 
sponsoring their beer league hockey team. Not only did Scovill ante up 
for jerseys and a logo and money for the league, he went to watch. When 
the Ice Holes scored, there was Scovill in the near-empty arena banging 
on the glass. 

He was hooked. 

Scovill’s been a Predators season ticket holder for 17 years and now 
regularly buys up tickets in his area of Bridgestone Arena creating, in 
effect, his own little section of diehard fans mostly from the music and 
entertainment business. 

He bought a tour bus from Joe Perry of Aerosmith and for the past few 
years, he and friends who are also Preds devotees have ridden around 
the country following the team on their playoff runs. 

Occasionally, high-profile music acts will call about doing some things 
during these playoff quests and Scovill politely tells them that it’s best if 
they don’t make him choose between hockey and them. 

He has developed lasting friendships with many involved with the team. 
Former Predators head coach Peter Laviolette once asked him to help 
produce a team video as a bonding exercise. 

Seems there was a lot of shirtless men and loud music and beer and 
maybe some air guitaring and it’s probably just as well it’s never made its 
way into public circulation. 

When the pandemic hit, Scovill found himself swimming against the 
current, like many business owners and like many in the entertainment 
business. 

In 2019, he was involved in 30 different musical tours. Suddenly no one 
was touring. No one was booking his video facility or rehearsal hall. He 
was forced to furlough staff, going from 160 staff down to a skeleton crew 
of 20. 

He lost a company in New York he was involved with and sold property 
he had in Los Angeles to keep finances afloat. He thought about selling 
the tour bus but who buys a tour bus during a pandemic? 
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One day he had to tell a longtime employee in his late 50s that he had no 
work for him. 

“He wasn’t ready for it,” Scovill said. “He just couldn’t stop crying and he 
just couldn’t stop telling me it was going to be OK — for me.” 

And maybe that’s why the return of hockey and specifically the playoffs 
was a kind of beacon, a signal that maybe, just maybe, we’re through the 
worst of it. 

His business is slowly coming back. 

And what is his business but the business of making people cheer, 
making them forget whatever else is going on in their lives in the same 
way that he feels deeply and passionately about hockey and the 
Predators. 

Slowly, Scovill’s hockey pals trickle into Arnold’s as the Predators 
prepared to take the ice in Raleigh for Game 2. 

There’s animated discussion of the Preds’ lineup and whether Rocco 
Grimaldi should be in, how Eeli Tolvanen might fare now that he’s playing 
and their affection for Juuse Saros. And there is a feeling, listening to the 
longtime friends, that life is good even if the Predators’ power play still 
sucks. 

In some ways, drummer Chris Kimmerer is the opposite side of the Scott 
Scovill coin. 

Kimmerer grew up east of Toronto playing hockey like most of his pals. 

He was studying music, mostly jazz, at a local community college and 
decided on a whim to buy two tickets to a Jewel concert with the idea of 
asking a girl he was interested in to join him. He never got up the nerve 
and ended up going alone where he was drawn to the opening act, a 
group from Nashville. 

He switched schools and moved to Nashville, “interning” with different 
bands starting in 2003. He’s been here ever since and has made a home 
for himself most recently playing and touring regularly with country artist 
Thomas Rhett. 

A few years ago, Kimmerer decided he needed to broaden his horizons 
and find something to help bring balance to his life. 

Fatefully, Kimmerer was playing at a summer festival in British Columbia 
put on by the family of Predators team services guru Brandon Walker. 
The two connected and became friends and his connection to the 
Predators helped rekindle his affection for the game. 

Kimmerer began taking his hockey gear on the road hitting up local arena 
connections along the band’s travels to get out to skate. 

Soon, many in the band were sharing in Kimmerer’s enthusiasm for the 
game. After sound checks on the road, especially if they happened to be 
out west, they would put up Predators’ games on the video scoreboard. 
They would watch the games with the sound up until literally minutes 
before the doors opened for the show. 

“That doesn’t happen for our band with baseball or football,” Kimmerer 
said. 

During shows, sometimes Kimmerer will get scoring updates from one of 
the technical crew in his earpiece and on occasion, a member of their 
road crew will set up stage left with a tablet to keep tabs on the 
Predators. 

Along the way, Kimmerer has connected with a handful of NHL players, 
including Predators forward Matt Duchene. Kimmerer has a small 
recording studio and occasionally Duchene, who scored the double-
overtime winner in Game 3, will stop by to try out a song or two or send 
along an offering digitally. 

“A lot of hockey players are really fascinated by music,” Kimmerer said. 
“There are a lot of common ground and parallels between the two.” 

Whether it’s the preparation and practice needed for success or the 
travel routines even playing in some of the same arenas there is a 
shared experience. And during the pause, there were shared feelings of 
isolation and disjointedness. 

As players and other members of NHL teams wondered what life would 
look like when the NHL returned, or if they would have jobs, the same 
questions were being asked by those in the entertainment industry. 

“You wonder, did we peak in 2019? Was that the height of all our 
careers?” Kimmerer said. “You’re thinking, ‘I gave up everything to move 
here.’” 

His band stopped touring and playing. His fledgeling recording studio 
was silent. 

“I lost every booking we had in about 72 hours,” he said. 

Sometimes a small group would gather outside at Kimmerer’s home for a 
socially distanced drink, including some of the Predators players. 

“We all shared in the fears of what was happening to our careers,” the 
37-year-old said. “It was a very confusing and unsettling time. You realize 
how fragile it all is.” 

The return of hockey and the lead-up to the playoffs, though, has allowed 
Kimmerer to sink his teeth into something he loves. It has also brought 
with it the realization that he, too, has a chance to create the same kind 
of feelings of being alive, of being connected after such a long dark 
period for music fans now that he and his band are back performing on a 
regular basis. 

“That’s a powerful part of this moving forward,” he said. 

Kimmerer checks his watch. He and his bandmates have to meet to 
record a bit for the CMT Music Awards in June. They’ve got some 
festivals set for June and July and then they’ll hit the road in mid-August 
for a U.S. tour. Life is good and it’ll be even better if the Preds get back in 
this playoff series. 

Among the most closely guarded secrets heading into the weekend was 
the identity of the anthem singer for Game 3. Who gets to sing the 
anthem has become a calling card for the team especially in the playoffs. 

“We haven’t had one person yet that we had to buy a jersey for. I mean, 
think about that,” Henry said. “In so many places the tag’s still on the cuff 
(of the team jersey), they get dropped off at the loading dock, they 
rehearse the anthem, they do the anthem and they’re gone before puck 
drop.” 

That’s not how it is for Keith Urban. He and his wife, Nicole Kidman, are 
regular attendees at Predators games. They’ve got their own jerseys 
although Henry recalled recently dropping into a suite to say hello and 
they were both sporting the T-shirts the team had given out. 

The first time Urban ever sang the U.S. anthem in public was at a 
Predators game. 

And it was the multiple Grammy-winning artist who stepped out of the 
darkness and onto the ice on Friday night for Game 3, to the delight of 
the Preds faithful. 

It’s always an honor to be asked to sing the anthem, Urban told The 
Athletic moments after completing the performance, but on this day, after 
all that transpired in the community, this was special. 

“It’s really hard to put into words,” he said of the moment. 

The connection between the team and the entertainers and the fans in 
Nashville is an important one, “and I feel very much a part of that 
community,” Urban said. 

He mentioned how he’d been walking along the Broadway Street strip 
before coming to the game and seeing the bars filled with customers and 
hearing the musicians playing their music. 

“It was so good to see everyone just so alive,” Urban said. 

During the pregame ceremony, the video scoreboard flashed a picture of 
Nathaniel Bone in his Predators garb and crown. 

Nathaniel’s stepmom, Amie, excitedly began announcing to those around 
their seats that Nathaniel was their son. Two men in the row in front of 
the couple turned and simply nodded. 

“Oh yeah, he’s the King of Smashville,” one of them said matter of factly. 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: The 2021 Old Guy Without a Cup 
rankings 

 

By Sean McIndoe May 24, 2021  

 

The playoffs are here, and longtime readers know what that means: It’s 
OGWAC ranking time. 

The OGWAC is the Old Guy Without a Cup, and he’s one of the 
postseason’s greatest traditions. Most champions will have at least one 
OGWAC who’s been toiling away in the league forever without ever 
getting to lift the Cup. Sometimes he’s a grizzled depth guy, sometimes 
he’s a superstar and often he’s somewhere in between, and all those 
scenarios can work. Be warned: When an especially great OGWAC story 
plays out, you will cry a little. 

The greatest OGWAC of all time was Ray Bourque in 2001, taking the 
crown away from Lanny McDonald in 1989. Teemu Selanne in 2007 was 
a great one, as was Kimmo Timonen in 2015, and more recently we had 
Jay Bouwmeester in 2019. 

I love a good OGWAC, which is why I’ve been coming up with an annual 
ranking since the Grantland days. Needless to say, we have to do it 
again this year. We’ll use the same criteria as last season — to qualify for 
OGWAC status, a player needs to be at least 33 when the Cup is handed 
out, have at least 10 seasons in the NHL and be playing a regular role for 
his team (or in the case of injured players, expected to return during the 
playoffs). Anyone who meets those standards qualifies for consideration, 
but the higher spots on the lists will go to players who’ve waited the 
longest and/or been the biggest stars. Bonus points if a player has had to 
overcome significant adversity or has come agonizingly close to winning 
in the past before missing out. 

Can anyone give Bourque a run for his money? One guy might be able 
to, but we’ll get to that. Let’s set the cut-off at 20, which still rules out 
some solid honorable mentions like Cal Clutterbuck and Nick Holden. 
Keep getting older and not winning guys, and maybe you’ll crack the list 
next year. 

20. Nate Thompson, Jets 

A classic hard-nosed veteran, Thompson is 36 and has bounced around 
the league, playing for nine teams in his 14-season career. He’s not a 
star, or even all that close, but that’s fine and sometimes can even be 
part of the appeal. The question is how much love he can get on a Jets 
roster that’s crowded with OGWACs. 

19. Jeff Petry, Canadiens 

Petry barely clears the age bar, having turned 33 in December and 
played 11 seasons, but some of those were in Edmonton so they count 
double. He’s a decent candidate, but not the best OGWAC defenseman 
on his own team. Yes, I am going to be using some of these early entries 
to set up future ones, thanks for noticing. 

18. Kris Russell, Oilers 

I think we’ve safely reached the point where you can mention Russell’s 
name without immediately starting an analytics vs. old school bar brawl, 
so let’s all agree that he’s spent 14 seasons doing a lot of thankless work 
for five different teams, and doesn’t have much playoff success to show 
for it. We’ll need him to get healthy in time for any kind of Oilers run 
before he can move up the list, and the way the Jets are playing that isn’t 
looking likely, so for now we’ll slot him in here. 

17. Nick Foligno, Maple Leafs 

There’s this narrative that the Leafs are swimming with OGWACs, which 
isn’t quite true — Wayne Simmonds is the fourth-oldest player on the 
team but he’s only 32. There are two other names we’ll get to a little 
further down, but for now let’s focus on Foligno, a 33-year-old who’s 

already 14 seasons into his career. He’s never had a near-miss, debuting 
in Ottawa the year after their run to the final, and has never played more 
than 10 playoff games in a postseason. Still, he’s an easy guy to root for, 
especially in Columbus, and that his dad had a long career without a Cup 
adds some drama. The Maple Leafs’ OGWAC energy is focused 
elsewhere, though. 

16. Mats Zuccarello, Wild 

I don’t know about you, but Zuccarello is one of those players on my 
“absolutely no idea how old this guy is” list. You could give me a number 
anywhere from about 27 to 36 and I’d believe you. But as it turns out, 
he’s 33 and just finished his 11th NHL season, meaning he meets our 
cut-off. He’s got a solid case, having had to battle to become a star in a 
league where everyone is twice his size, overcoming major injuries and 
coming close with the Rangers in 2014. The major strike against him, 
other than not being all that old, is that like Foligno and a few others, he 
wouldn’t be the best OGWAC story on his own team. 

15. Mike Smith, Oilers 

Goalies are always a tough call. The very best part of any OGWAC story 
is seeing the guy get that first Cup handoff from the captain, and for 
reasons nobody’s quite clear on, that never happens with goalies. Has 
there ever been a truly great Old Goalie Without a Cup story? Probably 
Dominik Hasek in 2002, and that’s about it. Still, in theory, a goalie could 
be a great pick, and somebody like Henrik Lundqvist getting their first 
Cup would be an all-timer. So … yeah, goalies are weird, which is why I 
can’t find room on this year’s list for guys like Carey Price, Devan 
Dubnyk, Semyon Varlamov, Jaroslav Halak or even personal favorite 
James Reimer. 

I’ll get Smith in here, though. He’s 38, has played for five teams over a 
15-year career, he’s having a phenomenal rebound season and this 
could be his last year in Edmonton and maybe even his last chance 
anywhere. Should he rank higher? Maybe — but goalies. 

14. Pekka Rinne, Predators 

If goalies like Smith are tough to slot, you can imagine how hard it is to 
make the case for a backup. Rinne might not even see the ice, so you 
could argue that he shouldn’t qualify for the list at all. But he’s a genuine 
star, maybe even a borderline Hall of Famer, and he’s spent his entire 
15-year career with one franchise. He was there when they had never 
won a round, he was there when they emerged as contenders and he 
was there when they came within two games of winning the Stanley Cup 
in 2017. Now he’s lost the starter’s job, and this certainly feels like his 
final run as a Predator. (He’s already done his goodbye lap in front of the 
fans.) 

As Joe Rexrode put it in that piece, Rinne “isn’t just the greatest player in 
franchise history, he’s the foremost crowd pleaser as well.” He has to be 
on the list, even if I can’t put him all that high as he watches what will 
probably be a first-round exit from the bench. But if the Predators can pull 
off a run, and Rinne gets any action at all, he jumps up the rankings. 

13. Ryan Reaves, Golden Knights 

You’d think that tough guys would make for ideal OGWAC stories. They 
literally fight and bleed for a team, after all, and are often among the most 
popular players. But there hasn’t really been a great OGWAC enforcer 
that I can find — New Jersey’s Randy McKay got first Cup handoff 
honors in 2000, but he’d already won in 1995 — and Reaves might 
represent one of the last chances for it to happen. He came close with 
Vegas in 2018, and he also left St. Louis shortly before they won and had 
a stint in Pittsburgh right after their back-to-backs. 

12. Blake Wheeler, Jets 

Wheeler doesn’t feel like he should be old enough for OGWAC status, 
but he actually clears the bar fairly easily — he’s 34 and this is his 13th 
season. He’s only had one deep playoff run, in 2018 when the Jets went 
to the conference finals. But he has an even better claim to near-miss 
status; he was on the Cup-winning 2010-11 Bruins before being traded 
away at the deadline. 

One problem with Wheeler’s candidacy: The Jets are crawling with 
OGWACs, with more than any other team. We’ve already mentioned 
Thompson, there’s one more still to come, and we’ve left Jordie Benn 
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and Mathieu Perreault off the list entirely. That makes for a cool dynamic, 
but it’s tough for any one player to stand out. 

11. Anton Stralman, Panthers 

He’s 34 and in his 14th season, and he lost in the Stanley Cup Final 
back-to-back with the Rangers in 2014 and Lightning in 2015. He stuck 
around in Tampa long enough to be part of the record-breaking 2018-19 
team that was swept in the first round, then left right before they won the 
Cup in 2020. Now he gets to face those same Lightning in the first round, 
which is a nice touch. (Checks how series is going.) Yeah, let’s get him 
on the list while we still can. 

10. Keith Yandle, Panthers 

Our other Panthers defenseman is a bit tricky, since he’s already been a 
healthy scratch in the first round so there’s a chance he wouldn’t play a 
prominent role in any deep Panthers run. On the other hand, the 
scratching does lend a real “the end might be near” sense of urgency, 
even as Yandle is only 34. He’s been to the conference finals once, with 
the Coyotes in 2012, and was on some good Rangers teams, and there 
was a time when he was a genuine star in the league. Those days are 
past, which is often part of an OGWAC story. 

9. Andy Greene, Islanders 

Greene definitely clears the “old guy” bar, at 38 and with 15 seasons on 
his resume. And while he’s not anyone’s idea of a star, he’s the sort of 
hard-nosed veteran that any fan can get behind. I can’t decide if he’s the 
best Islanders option, and in fact, I’m not even sure if he’s the best ex-
Devil of the Islanders options. So let’s slot him in right behind … 

8. Travis Zajac, Islanders 

The 36-year-old Zajac is already in his 15th season, and until April they’d 
all been with the Devils. Some of history’s best OGWACs have been 
deadline pickups; there’s just something about a Cup-less veteran being 
airlifted off a floundering team and onto a contender that inspires hope 
for the rest of us. Zajac also had a near-miss in the 2012 final, so he 
checks a lot of boxes. 

7. James Neal, Oilers 

Let’s get another Oiler in here while we still can. Neal is in his 13th 
season, and you may wonder if he doesn’t already have a ring from his 
years with the Crosby-era Penguins. He doesn’t — he arrived two years 
after their 2009 win and left two years before their back-to-back Cups in 
2016 and 2017. To make his story even more painful, he was on the 
2017 Predators team that lost to those Penguins in the final, then went to 
the Golden Knights and lost in the final again in 2018. He’s only 33, but 
with 111 career playoff games without a Cup, he’s had more postseason 
action than anyone we’ve met on our list so far. And probably more near-
misses. 

6. Shea Weber, Canadiens 

Who’s the best defenseman to never win the Cup or a Norris? I think 
Brad Park would be the consensus pick, but Weber at least gets into the 
conversation once his career is over. Unless … 

At 35 and four years removed from his last fully healthy season, he may 
have run out of time for the Norris. But depending on how you feel about 
the Canadiens’ future, a Cup is still in play. As the captain, he’d be the 
one to get his hands on it first, and a moment like that with a franchise 
like Montreal would remove any lingering doubt about his first-ballot Hall 
of Fame status. 

5. Paul Stastny, Jets 

You always want to see an OGWAC contribute to the cause, so Stastny 
already having an overtime winner in the bank helps him here. He’s also 
been around longer than you might think — he’s 35 and this is his 15th 
season. And like Foligno, we can also give out a few bonus points 
because not only has Stastny not won a Cup, but his Hall of Famer dad 
Peter didn’t either, and neither did his two NHL uncles, Marian and 
Anton. The whole family is well into its fifth combined decade of OGWAC 
accrual, so let’s get that name on a Cup, right? 

4. Jason Spezza, Maple Leafs 

Spezza’s stint in Toronto has been a genuinely great story. He’s not a 
Hall of Famer, but he certainly had a few years where he was considered 
a legitimate star, and now at the end of his career he signs with his 
hometown team to chase an elusive Cup. And he’s been pretty darn 
good in a depth role, putting up his best offensive numbers in four years 
this season. Mix in his leadership both on and off the ice, and that he’s 
37 and in his 18th season, and he’s a near-perfect OGWAC story. 

In fact, you could make a strong case for him to be No. 1 on the list, 
except for one thing: He’s not the top OGWAC on his own team. 

3. Ryan Suter, Wild 

2. Zach Parise, Wild 

We may as well treat this like free agency and consider these two a 
package deal. Both are 36. Both are in their 16th season. They arrived in 
Minnesota together on matching mega-contracts in 2012, with the idea 
being that they’d push an also-ran franchise to true contender status. 
That didn’t quite happen, at least not right away, but now the Wild have a 
Cup-worthy roster while these two are still playing a role. 

Well, sort of. Suter is still an important player for the Wild, but Parise’s 
clock is ticking loudly. He was almost traded a year ago and has been a 
healthy scratch this year. If the Wild could manage a comeback against 
Vegas and go on a real run, you could imagine him being back in the 
press box for most of it. But that just adds drama to his OGWAC case. 
He’s a local kid who came home, and this feels like it could be his very 
last chance to see it pay off with a championship. That’s Hollywood stuff. 

Like Spezza, you could argue that neither guy being the clear-cut best 
story on his own team should work against them. But that their careers in 
Minnesota have been so tied together almost makes them feel like one 
mega-OGWAC. It’s hard to beat a tag team for top spot, but there’s one 
guy left who can do it … 

1. Joe Thornton, Maple Leafs 

Sorry, not much suspense here. Thornton’s been topping this list for 
years, with the exception of last season when he wasn’t even in the 
playoffs. He’s back now, in his 23rd season and about to turn 42, and this 
really does feel like it might be his last chance. 

The Hart Trophy days are long over. So are the days as a legitimate top-
six forward. Instead, he’s a fourth-line depth guy, basically doing 
whatever the team asks him to while a younger core leads the way. 
Pretty soon, he won’t even be able to do that anymore. The clock isn’t 
just ticking, it’s following him around on every shift. 

He’s been one of the great personalities in a league that doesn’t have 
many, and just about everyone loves the guy. (Settle down, Blues fans, I 
said just about.) Even on the Maple Leafs, he’s hard to root against. Mix 
in all the near misses, disappointments and outright collapses in San 
Jose, and he’s more than paid his dues. 

Thornton finally getting his hands on the Cup would rank as the best 
OGWAC moment since Bourque. Now imagine him skating it around and 
then handing it off to Spezza. Even the (many) fans out there who’d hate 
to see the Leafs’ drought end could surely enjoy that for a few minutes 
before they resumed retching. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets rewrite playoff history vs. Oilers with series sweep in 
first round 

 

Ken Wiebe 

May 25, 2021, 3:21 AM 

 

WINNIPEG - The stage was set and the props were out in full force — 
even if they weren’t brought into the building. 
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Although fans aren’t allowed in Canada during the pandemic, a parade of 
vehicles circled around BellMTS Place hours before puck drop, with 
plenty of fans waving brooms out the windows as horns honked wildly. 

With one more victory, the Winnipeg Jets would have the opportunity to 
celebrate something that hadn’t happened since the final season of the 
World Hockey Association. 

Yes, the history is a bit complicated when it comes to the 2.0 version of 
the Jets, but many fans in friendly Manitoba haven’t forgotten the 
dominance of those dynastic Oilers teams of the 1980s and 90s. 

And while this was officially the first meeting between the Smythe 
Division rivals, folks of a certain vintage around these parts still have 
some emotional scar tissue to sort through. 

Remaining Time -1:08 

Jets' Kyle Connor scores in triple OT to eliminate Oilers 

The 1.0 version of the Jets dropped six consecutive playoff series to the 
Oilers, including the one in 1990 — the one considered to provide the 
biggest heartbreak. 

Dave Ellett scored in double overtime to put the Jets up 3-1 in the series 
that year and it was supposed to be a chance to rewrite history. 

Instead, the Oilers overcame a 3-1 deficit in Game 5 and won the final 
three games of the series, leaving the Jets and their fan base to feel 
another dose of agony. 

After the Jets took a commanding 3-0 series lead by winning consecutive 
overtime victories in Games 2 and 3, the pent-up energy was palpable. 

Would the Jets be able to close the series out after rallying from a 4-1 
deficit in the third period of Game 4 to win 5-4 in overtime? 

The answer was a resounding yes, though the Oilers didn’t exactly go 
quietly as six periods were required before a winner would be declared. 

But after Neal Pionk forced Oilers captain Connor McDavid to turn the 
puck over, Kyle Connor got in alone and beat Mike Smith with a wrist 
shot at 6:52 of triple overtime to secure a 4-3 victory and a 4-0 series 
sweep in what was the longest game in franchise history. 

Talk about an unlikely turn of events for a Jets team that had dropped 
seven of nine games to the Oilers in the regular season, including the 
final six meetings. 

The Jets seemingly hit rock bottom in a 6-1 loss to the Oilers that 
featured five goals allowed on the rush. 

That one-sided defeat helped the Jets make a renewed commitment to 
defending and to not feeding the transition game of the opponent. 

Although that didn’t immediately translate into results, the Jets didn’t let a 
seven-game losing streak sink their season. 

Neither did dropping nine of the final 12 regular-season games. 

Instead of folding and suffering a third consecutive early exit, the Jets 
used the difficult stretch to embolden their belief in what the group could 
accomplish if they stuck to their structure. 

When players talk about not wanting to give an opponent any life after 
taking a 3-0 series advantage, Wheeler speaks with first-hand 
experience as a member of the 2010 Boston Bruins team that ended up 
losing in Game 7 to the Philadelphia Flyers in the Eastern Conference 
final. 

“It was kind of just a crazy day because you knew what was at stake 
tonight. Listen, I've been on the wrong side of being up 3-0 and losing it 
all, so for me, it was kind of like, you just don't want to lose,” said 
Wheeler, who finished with two goals and five points in the series. “You 
don't want miss out on that opportunity to close a team out, especially a 
team that's capable of coming back, winning four games straight as 
Edmonton. I mean, razor-thin margin. 

“They easily could have won every one of those games. So, to answer 
your question, I think once we got into the second overtime, it was kind of 
just almost robotic. Nobody wanted to make a mistake and everyone was 
exhausted. We played an overtime game yesterday. We played four 

Stanley Cup playoff games in six days. It's not often you see a 
breakaway in triple overtime to solve it but, tell you what, we had the right 
guy on the breakaway. We’re pretty gassed, but we’re pumped up in our 
room.” 

When the Jets power play struck on Mark Scheifele’s first goal of the 
playoffs after a brilliant cross-seam feed, the home side was off and 
running. 

McDavid wasn’t ready to see his team go quietly into the night and his 
wraparound gave his team hope. 

While the Jets restored a one-goal cushion on a nifty redirection from 
Mason Appleton late in the first period, it was the Oilers that responded 
with a goal from Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and a power-play marker from 
Alex Chiasson in the second. 

Remaining Time -2:18 

Jets' best players came through in biggest moments to sweep Oilers 

Discipline was an issue for the Jets, who took four consecutive minor 
penalties after the Oilers took the first three. 

Just when it looked like the Oilers might build a two-goal cushion, the 
Jets were able to kill off the minor to Josh Morrissey and Scheifele 
scored his second of the game after a costly turnover from Ethan Bear. 

Wheeler chipped in a pair of assists and continued his excellent play, but 
left the game late in the third period after blocking a shot in a sensitive 
area below the belt from Kris Russell. 

Wheeler, who is known for having a pain tolerance and played with 
cracked ribs earlier this season, came out of the tunnel for overtime and 
finished the game. 

“He's been doing it all series,” said Connor. “That was a huge block. 
Fired me up. It's obviously tough to see a guy go down like that. But it's 
part of the job. And we've got a whole lineup of guys buying in. It's the 
playoffs. He's a warrior, and right back at it.” 

Wheeler wasn’t looking for any sympathy when asked about the play in 
question. 

“I'm sure everyone on this call has had experiences like that or 
something similar, not necessarily a slap shot,” said Wheeler. “I mean, 
everyone on our team did that all series long, all game long. We put an 
emphasis on getting to the shot at the point, and Matty Perreault blocked 
two shots. So that then and there set the standard that every single guy 
was going to put their body in front of the puck. And in the third period of 
a tight game, you'll put anything in front of it." 

The Jets’ reunited top line of Scheifele between Wheeler and Connor 
embraced the challenge of going head-to-head against McDavid and 
they did a solid job while splitting the responsibility with Adam Lowry’s 
line. 

In the close out game, Scheifele scored twice and Connor closed it out, 
with Wheeler adding a pair of assists as something of an exclamation 
point. 

This wasn’t just about recording the points, it was about the effort in all 
three zones, which was part of the reason McDavid and Leon Draisaitl 
were held without a point in the first two games. 

“We expect a lot out of ourselves, especially with the guys they have on 
the other side,” said Scheifele. “With Connor and Leon, you’ve got to 
bring it every single night or they’ll make you pay. 

“The biggest player who kept us in there was this guy beside me.” 

That guy beside Scheifele on the Zoom call was Jets goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck, who came into this series as a man on a mission, 
determined to deliver a performance for the ages. 

Hellebuyck stopped 70 of 71 shots he faced through the two road games, 
then came home to post 44 saves in Game 3 and another 37 in Game 4. 

Remaining Time -1:45 

Scheifele describes challenges of playing in multiple overtimes 
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The Vezina Trophy winner level has returned and it’s one of the reasons 
nobody will view the Jets as an easy out as the playoffs continue. 

Naturally, Hellebuyck was tossing around compliments to his teammates 
instead of basking in the glory. 

“I feel like I’ve been saying this all year, that this team and these guys 
can do everything,” said Hellebuyck. “If we need to shut down a game, 
we shut down a game. If we need to score, we score. If we need to come 
back with 10 minutes left in the third, we do that. 

“Just being behind these guys, it’s been a pleasure and it’s fun to watch.” 

One of the biggest benefits for the Jets was that after needing to play five 
overtime periods, now they’ll have an opportunity to recuperate before 
the next round starts. 

“It definitely didn’t feel like a sweep, that’s for sure,” said Scheifele. “We 
grinded every single game, there was no easy ice out there. It was a 
battle each and every game, each and every shift.” 

The Jets would love to go on a run that’s reminiscent of the 2018 run to 
the Western Conference final, but they know this is nothing more than 
the first step. 

A necessary one, but nowhere near the ultimate goal. 

“You've got to be really careful to start putting into context after the first 
round of the playoff experience,” said Wheeler. “It's certainly what I 
envisioned, what Kyle (Connor) envisioned, I could go through a locker-
room full of guys that have committed to this team and this city. Because 
we committed to each other, right? And with the idea that we believed 
that we could win. 

“So this is just a step in that progression. We built some experience over 
the last few years. We've had some success, some heartbreak at this 
time of year. And we're trying to draw off those experiences. More than 
anything, I think there's a certain maturity that we've accumulated. I can 
go through the guys that have been here for a while. They're not kids 
anymore. They're entering the primes of their career and those are the 
guys that committed long-term and give us a chance to win. That's all you 
can ask for. Ask for a chance.” 

A first-round elimination of the Oilers won’t erase the nightmares of Jets 
1.0, but a first-round sweep over a team that features two of the best 
players in the NHL will certainly help to dull some of the pain. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Despite gallant efforts, Oilers continue to find ways to lose 
in playoffs 

 

Mark Spector 

May 25, 2021, 3:38 AM 

 

EDMONTON — It was fitting. 

In the end, the Edmonton Oilers blinked first. A bad dump, an untimely 
change and a broken record for a team that was second in line every 
time a break or some good fortune was handed out in this playoff series. 

After losing this clincher in triple overtime — the third consecutive 
overtime game in this series — you could ask why the puck kept finding a 
way into the net for a Paul Stastny, a Nikolaj Ehlers, or on Monday a Kyle 
Connor? And never for a guy wearing orange? 

You could also be reminded that the Oilers blew third period leads in 
Game 3 and 4, a serious tell on a team that simply does not know how to 
win in the playoffs. A team that, as gallantly as they played Monday night, 
still finds ways to lose. 

“It’s the little mistakes,” said Connor McDavid, who couldn’t be asked for 
more than he gave in Game 4. “Just the little ones. Not earth shattering 

stuff here. We’re not leaving here thinking we have to re-right the ship 
here. It’s a fine line.” 

In the end it was McDavid’s small mistake, coupled with Ethan Bear’s 
timing miscue that sunk the good ship Oiler. 

Remaining Time -0:42 

McDavid proud of how the Oilers played despite Game 4 loss 

We’re not criticizing a captain who played 45 minutes on Monday. Not in 
this space. But it was his unfortunate flip into the zone that got picked off 
and sent the other way to Connor, who had a wide open lane to the net 
because Bear had spotted a good time to make the long change. 

Neither mistake was major. But combined, they opened the door just 
enough to lose. 

Edmonton had at worst 50 per cent of the play in this series, but was 
swept. I can say, I’ve seen six-game series where one team dominated 
the other more than Winnipeg did Edmonton, but that’s not worth a 
busted Warrior stick right now. 

“There are some hard lessons you learn along the way,” said head coach 
Dave Tippett, who is right in tune with who made which mistakes and 
why. “Some of these lessons are hard to learn, but next time you 
recognize situations better. There are things that happen in a game 
where the only way you can learn how to handle them is to go through 
them.” 

Darnell Nurse set a new team record with 62:07 of ice time, as the pair of 
Bear and Slater Koekkoek never saw the ice after coughing up the game-
tying goal at 6:01 of the third period. Not until the final, fatal Bear shift, 
that is. 

“It wasn’t too bad,” Nurse said of the ice time. “You want to go out there 
and be a part of it the whole night, not sitting back and watching. As 
crazy as it sounds, it wasn’t too bad.” 

Remaining Time -3:06 

Oilers' mistakes, lack of depth proved costly in sweep to Jets 

Watching Nurse play so much is a testament to why Winnipeg was one 
goal better every night. They have superior depth, especially up front. 
And they shut down McDavid and Leon Draisaitl just enough to allow that 
depth to win the day — even if all the analytics point to a series that 
should not be over yet. 

“It’s a weird series, a weird sweep for sure,” said McDavid. “We got leads 
and we don’t find ways to close them out. That’s just the way it is.” 

Through the first three games of the series, the Oilers had led for 50:48, 
while Winnipeg held the lead for 10:46. It was one of the many cruel 
statistics floating around this series — shots, scoring chances, all kinds 
of analytics — that had the Oilers wondering how on earth they were 
trailing 3-0 in the series? 

But Edmonton can’t get caught looking at this as some kind of statistical 
anomaly. A sweep is a sweep. 

They got their rear ends handed to them by a team they’d beaten six 
times in a row this season. 

“The regular season means absolutely nothing right now,” admitted 
McDavid. 

He’s right. 

It’s another season of his great career without a playoff victory. That’s got 
to end soon. 

“Tough to watch another year go by,” said Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, a 
pending free agent who may have just played his last game as an Oiler. 
“There’s not a whole to say. They finished it off. We couldn’t get it done. 

“We just couldn’t find a way.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' William Nylander exuding confidence as hot 
streak continues 

 

Chris Johnston 

May 24, 2021, 10:03 PM 

 

If you’re going to chase down a Stanley Cup while investing heavily in 
four forwards, you need those players to retain the ability to find another 
level when the team most needs it. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs are basically banking on the kind of 
performance they’ve received from William Nylander to start this first-
round series with Montreal, getting goals from him in each of the three 
games while seeing linemates John Tavares and Nick Foligno suffer 
injuries that have required him to skate with teammates further down the 
depth chart. 

On Monday, that meant starting with Alexander Kerfoot, who was strong, 
and Alex Galchenyuk, who took a double-minor for high-sticking on his 
first shift and failed to recover any form or his coach’s trust from there. 

While that obviously impacted Nylander’s ability to settle into a rhythm, it 
didn’t prevent him from contributing a big goal to a tight 2-1 victory over 
the Canadiens. And it says something about the way he’s made his 
presence felt in this series that Sheldon Keefe had him tabbed for a 5-on-
6 shift in the final minute after Carey Price had been pulled for an extra 
skater. 

“To me he’s competing a lot harder, he’s really engaged and with that 
offence comes,” Keefe said of Nylander, his team’s early playoff leader 
with four points. “You look at losing Tavares and then you lose Foligno, 
two guys that Will started out with on a line and he’s just continued on 
and produced and played hard and given us real good shifts.” 

Remaining Time -0:35 

Gotta See It: Price makes diving paddle save to stun Spezza 

Toronto grabbed a 2-1 series lead on a night where Price played well 
enough to steal his team a victory and Jack Campbell withstood a frantic 
third period barrage to keep it from happening. 

It was a swing game -- the first in this best-of-seven where Dominique 
Ducharme controlled the last line change -- and goals were hard to come 
by. 

In fact, there could have been the smallest seed of doubt planted on the 
Toronto bench when Price made an early desperation save that hinted at 
his top form. He dove across the crease and angled the paddle of his 
stick just right to keep Jason Spezza from potting a sure goal. 

“When you’re playing against a goalie who's … in the zone it can be 
discouraging at times,” said Morgan Rielly. 

That’s what made Nylander’s seeing-eye strike so important. He swung 
across the right circle after Kerfoot won a faceoff and beat Price low at 
7:18 of the second period to stake Toronto to its first 1-0 lead of the 
series. 

They might otherwise have let a solid first half of the game go to waste. 

Foligno was a surprise scratch for Game 3 after being declared in by 
Keefe earlier in the day and taking the warmup. He’s been dealing with a 
lower-body issue that kept him out of two games late in the regular 
season and was concerned about being able to make it through the 
entire 60 minutes, so the decision was made to give him another night 
off. 

The Galchenyuk-Kerfoot-Nylander line was formed in the 20 minutes 
before the national anthem while Riley Nash took a spot in Toronto’s 
bottom-six. 

Remaining Time -0:45 

Maple Leafs’ Rielly waits and the rips goal by Price 

No matter the circumstances in front of him, Nylander has entered these 
playoffs trying to stay mentally in the battle. He’s actually been a 
reasonably productive post-season player throughout his NHL career 
despite going quiet in a couple key moments -- failing to register a shot in 
either Game 7 loss against Boston, for example. 

“Just skating is important,” he said of what he’s learned. “Moving your 
legs out there and getting on the forecheck regardless. I mean you might 
not touch the puck one shift, but you’ve just gotta keep going at it shift 
after shift.” 

You need to grind out goals any way you can, too. 

Auston Matthews has arguably been the most impactful Leafs player of 
the series with an eye-popping 30 shot attempts already, but his line with 
Mitch Marner and Zach Hyman can’t be counted on for all of the offence. 
(They did, however, produce Rielly’s game-winner with Marner finding 
the defenceman shortly after Nick Suzuki tied it 1-1 for Montreal on 
Monday). 

The key to a long playoff run is found in spreading the wealth. 

It tends to hinge on patching offensive holes long enough to overcome 
injuries or bouts of poor shooting luck. It’s about having a core player like 
Tavares go down with his concussion and knee issue and then promptly 
seeing Nylander become the first Leaf to open a playoff series with goals 
in three straight games since Alex Mogilny in 2003 against Philadelphia. 

He’s already established his own career best for one post-season. And 
he’s engaged in puck battles, generated 10 shots on goal and exuded an 
undeniable level of self-assuredness. 

“You learn over the years and every time you lose it digs even harder,” 
said Nylander. “You want to battle and battle and get better every year.” 

The battle renews again Tuesday with Game 4. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs takeaways: Knight saves Panthers' 
season 

 

Mike Johnston 25, 2021, 2:31 AM 

 

Allowing a goal on the first shot you face just 53 seconds into an 
elimination game is not how you want to begin your Stanley Cup Playoffs 
career. 

Stopping the next 36 consecutive shots, being named the No. 1 star of 
the game and helping your team stay alive for another day is exactly how 
you’d want to finish that rough start, though, and that was the story of 
Spencer Knight and the Florida Panthers on Monday. 

Knight, who turned 20 in April, became the youngest goalie in NHL 
history to make his playoff debut in an elimination game and the second-
youngest netminder to win his playoff debut as the Panthers defeated the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in Game 5 of their Central Division series. 

“I was just trying to have fun,” Knight told reporters following the game. 
“You know, it's still hockey, right? I'm on this ice every single day. It's just 
a different setting.'' 

The 13th-overall pick from 2019 signed his entry-level contract with the 
Panthers less than two months ago and began his regular-season career 
4-0-0. 

Panthers coach Joel Quenneville wisely decided to start Knight after 
toggling between Sergei Bobrovsky and Chris Driedger over the first four 
games. 

It became clear that with each save the rookie made, his teammates’ 
confidence in him grew. 
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“I could be here until tomorrow if you want me to say everything I want 
about Spencer,” Aleksander Barkov said. “He's just great.” 

Game 6 goes down Wednesday in Tampa and Coach Q will undoubtedly 
go with Knight in net as the Panthers look to force Game 7. 

The Sorokin Show stymies Penguins yet again 

Pittsburgh Penguins fans are going to have nightmares about Ilya 
Sorokin. The New York Islanders faithful, on the other hand, will likely be 
peacefully dreaming of a bright future with the Russian netminder in their 
crease. 

Sorokin is now 3-0 in the post-season with a .951 save percentage after 
another stellar performance in a 3-2 double overtime Islanders win. 

Jordan Eberle praised his goalie’s quickness prior to the game, saying 
“laterally, side to side, some of the saves he makes are pretty amazing.” 

We saw plenty of examples of Sorokin’s ability to take away the bottom 
half of the net on Monday. 

The Penguins outshot the Islanders in each of the first three periods plus 
the first overtime session and the 25-year-old made 48 saves, 
establishing a new Islanders franchise record for saves by a rookie goalie 
in a playoff game. 

“It all goes on Ilya,” Islanders coach Barry Trotz told reporters in 
Pittsburgh following the game. “We don't have a chance if he doesn't 
have an outstanding game in the first two periods, either.” 

The Islanders have a chance to eliminate the Penguins for the second 
time in three years in Game 6 on Wednesday back on Long Island where 
a rowdy fan base awaits. 

Kaprizov, Parise arrive but Wild had no business winning 

Mark Stone opening the scoring with his fourth of the post-season for the 
Vegas Golden Knights could’ve sucked the air out of the Minnesota Wild 
but it didn’t. 

The very next shift, Calder Trophy shoo-in Kirill Kaprizov scored his first-
career playoff goal in the NHL and less than three minutes later Zach 
Parise, a healthy scratch earlier in the series, banked in the go-ahead 
goal for his first point in a dozen games dating back to mid-April. 

Jordan Greenway added an insurance marker late in the frame and the 
Wild were up 3-1 after 20 minutes. 

Beyond that opening period, however, it was all Vegas and the lone 
reason the Wild were able to hold on for the W was Cam Talbot in net. 

The Golden Knights outshot the Wild 22-1 in the second period yet 
Talbot only allowed one goal, an Alec Martinez power-play tally. The last 
time a team was outshot 22-1 in any period was in 1993. 

The Wild were being outshot 29-8 after 40 minutes and by the end of the 
game, Vegas had nearly triple the output. The final shots were 40-14 but 
the scoreboard read 4-2 as the series now shifts back to Minnesota for 
Game 6 on Wednesday. 
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TSN.CA / Canadiens need middle-six forwards to show some life 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

On one hand, splitting the opening pair of games in their first-round 
series with the Toronto Maple Leafs was a victory for the Montreal 
Canadiens. 

The Canadiens are a very game team, but a matchup that neutralizes 
Montreal’s core competencies was a concern heading into the series; so 
too was the sheer team strength of their historic rival this season. 

It’s hard to say the first two games have done much to change that math. 
In the midst of a series-opening split, the Canadiens’ underlying numbers 
have been abysmal. The team is getting just 44 per cent of the shots and 
38 per cent of the expected goals at even strength; for a team that 
finished at 55 per cent and 51 per cent respectively over the course of 
the regular season, that’s a big problem. 

There are two distinct challenges for the Canadiens right now. The first: 
the majority of the team has been deeply underwater in their respective 
matchups over the first two games, save for an admirable effort from the 
Montreal top line of Brendan Gallagher, Tomas Tatar, and Phil Danault. 
This line has delivered for multiple seasons but there was concern about 
whether they would hold up here, especially in a tough draw against the 
Auston Matthews line. 

So far, so good on that front. It’s the rest of the lineup that has been 
beaten up. If we look at each player’s respective matchup in the series so 
far, you can see where the weakness is for Dominique Ducharme’s club: 

If your chief concern was the Matthews line running wild – well, that 
hasn’t happened quite yet. The Matthews line has managed just one goal 
at even strength over the first two games. The real damage is being done 
further down the lineup, with the Nick Suzuki line (mixed top-six 
competition) and the Eric Staal line (head-to-head with the Jason Spezza 
line) running into some trouble. 

Perhaps the biggest concern for the Canadiens is on the blueline. The 
pairing of Brett Kulak and Ben Chiarot has struggled in every matchup so 
far, and they have also been on the ice for two of Toronto’s four even-
strength goals. Small samples aplenty here, but this is sort of the 
problem with drawing in against a deeper team like Toronto – if you do 
have a weakness somewhere in the lineup, it’s going to be exposed. 

So what does all of this head-to-head shot data really mean? Sometimes, 
pictures are worth a thousand words. If we take team-level data from 
both games and create shot profiles at even strength, we see how 
territorially one-sided this has been – the Maple Leafs getting much more 
volume, and also more effective at pushing into dangerous scoring areas 
of the interior and between the circles (via NaturalStatTrick): 

Why are the even-strength numbers so important? Matchups aside, 
that’s where Montreal’s competitive advantage has been, and that’s true 
spanning multiple years at this point. Look at the 2020-21 regular season 
as a reference point on this: 

The Canadiens did have success counterattacking on penalty kills all 
season, but that’s never something you want to hang your hat on, 
especially when your penalty killing unit was 25th in the league in 
suppressing goal-scoring. (Interestingly, remember Toronto’s 
unstoppable power play from the first half of the season? That appears to 
have cooled off considerably.) 

Bringing this back for Game 3 perspective, I think it’s critical that 
Montreal’s middle-six forwards show some life over the remainder of the 
series. The Canadiens top line is in a daunting matchup and faring 
admirably, but if we know one thing about Matthews this season, banking 
of getting the better of him is a fool’s bet long-term. 

The Canadiens need to win further down the lineup. So far, it hasn’t 
happened. Keep an eye on Ducharme heading into the pair of home-ice 
games where he will be able to control matchups more aggressively. It’s 
likely we will see the line blender go to work on the forward group and the 
Kulak-Chiarot pairing if this trend continues. 

Enjoy Game 3! 
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TSN.CA / Foligno misses skate, but good to go in Game 3 

 

By Mark Masters 
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Nick Foligno was absent from Toronto's morning skate, which raised 
eyebrows because the team did not hold a practice on Sunday and the 
33-year-old also missed time late in the regular season with an upper-
body injury.  

Riley Nash, a scratch on Saturday night, skated in Foligno's spot on the 
second line between Alex Galchenyuk and William Nylander. 

What's Foligno's status?  

"Nick will play tonight," coach Sheldon Keefe said concisely.  

That's important for the Leafs because, as Keefe noted following the 
injury to John Tavares, Toronto doesn't have a lot of options to fill in as 
the second-line centre. In Game 2, Foligno shifted to that spot while 
Galchenyuk, a scratch in Game 1, slotted in on left wing and Nylander 
remained on the right side. 

"They did a good job," said Keefe. "They had some good opportunities. 
They had some good pressure in the offensive zone. They were on the 
ice for the goal against there in that first period, but I thought as the game 
got moving those guys were good. Nick did an excellent job at the face-
off dot." 

Foligno won 13 of 16 draws on Saturday.  

Nash didn't stay out late with the other projected scratches this morning 
so it appears he's on standby if someone can't play.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Foligno misses skate, but will play tonight 

The Maple Leafs held a morning skate this morning and Nick Foligno's 
absence raised some eyebrows but head coach Sheldon Keefe did 
reveal Foligno will play tonight, which is good news for a team already 
thin for options at second line centre. Mark Masters has more. 

Nylander scored on the power play on Saturday night giving him a goal in 
both games in the series. He's tied with Auston Matthews with three 
points.  

"He's been great," said veteran forward Joe Thornton. "He's just so 
strong. Just an incredible shot. Great skater. He looks very, very driven 
right now and it's been fun to watch him through the two games." 

"He's competing on both sides of the ice," Galchenyuk observed. "He's 
shooting the puck really well, but what he creates off the puck and how 
hard he's working and competing, that also is encouraging. It's great to 
watch and it rubs off on the guys." 

At times, Nylander has faced criticism for not being consistently engaged. 
Keefe, who also coached Nylander in the American Hookey League, will 
often push and prod him to find another gear. Keefe even benched the 
25-year-old during the third period of a game in Montreal earlier this 
season.  

Right now, however, the reviews are all positive.  

"He's played extremely well," Keefe said. "He's been on the puck. He's 
been looking to make plays and make a difference. I've liked a lot about 
his game. He's been really engaged on both sides of the puck and that's 
been good to see. I think he's got a whole other level to get to like a lot of 
our players do ... His confidence should be real high coming into this 
game tonight." 

Nylander has never had more than two goals or four points in a playoff 
series in the NHL, but he possesses the potential to be a dominant force.  

"When Willy's playing his game, he’s one of the best players in the 
world," said forward Zach Hyman. "He's obviously producing right now, 
which is huge for us."  

'He looks very, very driven': Leafs enjoying Nylander's playoff style 

William Nylander has contributed two goals and three points through the 
first two games of the Maple Leafs' series against the Canadiens and 
according to Joe Thornton, 'he looks very, very driven right now and it's 
been fun to watch him.' Head coach Sheldon Keefe has noticed how 
Nylander has been 'really engaged on both sides of the puck' and 
believes he has another level he can still get to. 

Prior to the series, Keefe said his team had adopted Thornton's stress-
free persona when it comes to handing playoff pressure. Where does 
that zen-like approach come from?  

"Growing up with my household with two older brothers pounding you 
every day," the 41-year-old said with a grin. "That's the way I was raised 
with my mom and dad and I've always had that type of attitude and it 
won't change." 

"No matter what the circumstances are, he brings that attitude," Hyman 
confirmed. "I think it's a great way to live ... He's such a great, positive 
figure in our locker room and just somebody that everyone gravitates 
towards." 

The Leafs have already faced a lot of adversity in this series losing 
Tavares to a scary injury and eventually falling in Game 1.  

"It was a huge step last game for us," Thornton said. "We're trying to 
make another big one tonight. Losing John definitely hurt in that first 
game, but we responded well and we got to respond again tonight." 

Thornton on origin of stress-free persona: 'Older brothers pounding me 
every day' 

Joe Thornton relaxed approach has been rubbing off in a good way on 
his teammates and he explained where that temperament comes from 
while Zach Hyman explains why he has been such a positive influence in 
the locker room. Head coach Sheldon Keefe has seen how Thornton's 
influence on the younger players has played a big role in their 
development. 

With Game 3 and Game 4 on consecutive nights, Keefe was asked about 
his goaltending plan.  

"We'll wait and see how we get through the game here tonight," the 
coach said. "That's really my only focus. I'm less concerned about the 
back-to-back mainly, because we're just taking it a game at a time." 

Although Keefe pointed out that this isn't a normal back-to-back situation. 

"The fact that it's back-to-back in the same city against the same 
opponent, it's less of a concern to me," he said. 

Jack Campbell will start again on Monday and has played well in his first 
ever Stanley Cup playoff appearance posting a .943 save percentage.  

Campbell, who has twice missed time with a leg injury this year, hasn't 
played on consecutive nights this season.  

Leafs 3-in-3: How should Leafs handle goaltending moving forward? 

After racking up costly penalties in Game 2, is the Habs' physical style 
coming back to bite them? What was the difference-maker for Toronto in 
the second game? How should the Leafs handle goaltending moving 
forward? TSN's Mark Masters and Kristen Shilton shared their thoughts 
on the series so far. 

Lines at Monday's morning skate:  

Hyman - Matthews - Marner 

Galchenyuk - Nash - Nylander 

Mikheyev - Kerfoot - Engvall 

Thornton - Spezza - Simmonds  

Malgin, Brooks  

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Holl 

Sandin - Bogosian 

Hutton, Dermott, Marincin    

Campbell  

Andersen 

Rittich  

Hutchinson   
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TSN.CA / Nylander thriving on retooled second line 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — William Nylander knows when to pick his moment. And it’s 
happening right now.  

Following the loss of his linemate John Tavares to a concussion and 
knee injury in Game 1 of Toronto’s first-round playoff series against 
Montreal last Thursday, Nylander has stepped up with some of his best 
hockey. The winger scored Toronto's only goal in a 2-1 defeat in Game 1, 
and then added another goal and an assist in Saturday’s 5-1 win in 
Game 2.  

As the series shifts to Montreal for Game 3 on Monday, Nylander’s 
teammates are wholly impressed at how he’s been rising to the occasion 
with Tavares out of the lineup indefinitely.  

“When Willy is playing his game, he's one of the best players in the 
world,” said Zach Hyman after the Leafs’ morning skate on Monday. 

“There's no question he's a dynamic player and someone who brings a 
ton to our team. He's producing right now, which is huge for us. It's great 
to see.” 

With Tavares unavailable, Nylander is now part of a retooled second line 
centred by Nick Foligno and with Alex Galchenyuk on the other wing. 
Nylander essentially played this entire season with Tavares, and knows 
making up for his absence won’t be easy. But the Leafs challenged one 
another to step up, and Nylander’s been trying to oblige.  

“It's tough to lose a guy like that who's meant a lot to myself and who I've 
learned a lot from,” Nylander said on Saturday. “We want to get together 
here and win [these] games for John and hopefully he can get back and 
play later on. It's tough not having him there because of how big he is for 
our line, but I just try to play the same way and create scoring chances.” 

Through two playoff games, Nylander is leading the Leafs with two goals 
and tied with Auston Matthews for most points at three. Nylander has 
also been credited with the second-most takeaways on the team at four.  

But it’s not so much the stats that have Nylander jumping off the page. 
It’s the way he’s battling on the ice. Nylander is often criticized for his 
defensive inconsistency and lack of physical presence offensively, and 
the winger has improved upon both aspects early in this postseason.  

“He's played extremely well,” said coach Sheldon Keefe. “He’s been on 
the puck, he's been looking to make plays and make a difference. I've 
liked a lot about his game. He's been really engaged on both sides of the 
puck and that's been good to see. He’s made a mark in both games to 
me and has shown very well, so his confidence should be real high right 
now coming into this game tonight.” 

Keefe thought Nylander's line eventually found its footing as a group on 
Saturday as well, after weathering a rocky start.  

"They were on the ice for the goal-against [by Jesperi Kotkaniemi] in that 
first period, but I thought as the game got moving those guys were good," 
said Keefe. "They did a good job. They had some good opportunities, 
and they had some good pressure in the offensive zone."  

Nylander has also helped spark some more optimism in Toronto’s flailing 
power play. The Leafs have been abysmal with the extra man since mid-
March, entering the postseason on a 5-for-73 run (6.9 per cent) in their 
final 29 games. After going 0-for-4 with the extra man in Game 1, 
Nylander scored one of two power-play goals for the Leafs in Game 2 to 
give that unit a much-needed boost.  

“[Nylander] looks very driven right now,” said Joe Thornton. “He’s just so 
strong, he’s got an incredible shot and he’s a great skater. It’s been great 
to see, and it’s fun to watch him.” 

The Leafs will try to keep their positive momentum rolling now into 
Monday’s Game 3. While Foligno was absent from the team’s morning 
skate for undisclosed reasons, Keefe confirmed he will play against 
Montreal. And as the Canadiens look to get back on a winning track, 
Cole Caufield has been tapped to make his NHL postseason debut.  

Montreal has scored the first goal in both games to start this series, a 
pattern the Leafs don’t want to see continue. But they are fully expecting 
a motivated - not to mention hard-hitting - Canadiens group to greet them 
for Game 3.  

Montreal is already second in Hits/60 (49.50) among the NHL’s playoff 
field, and Toronto anticipates the Canadiens will be even more energized 
back on their home turf for this upcoming back-to-back set of games. 

“They always come out strong,” said Hyman. “I expect no different 
tonight, especially coming off a loss. You always want to respond, so I'm 
sure that they have that mentality and we have to be ready for that, 
especially in this building. Even though there are no fans, they're still at 
home and they play well in this building so we've got to be ready for a big 
test tonight." 
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USA TODAY / Penguins rally around goalie Tristan Jarry after gaffe in 
loss to Islanders; Jets sweep Oilers 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

New York Islanders forward Josh Bailey was given a gift early in the 
second overtime Monday night when Pittsburgh Penguins goalie Tristan 
Jarry's up-ice pass went straight to him. 

"At first, I was just trying to settle it down and wanted to get a good shot 
off and then I kind of ran out of time and let it go," he told reporters. 

His shot beat Jarry glove side, the same place where the goalie has 
given up other goals in the series, for a 3-2 win and a 3-2 lead in the 
best-of-seven series. 

But the Penguins are rallying around Jarry as they face a must-win road 
game on Wednesday. 

"It’s a team game," defenseman Kris Letang told reporters. "It’s nobody’s 
fault. We win as a team. We lose as a team. We’re going to shake it off 
and he’s going to bring his A game like we did tonight, and we’ll go in 
there and try to win that game." 

The Penguins were stymied for the second consecutive game by 
Islanders goalie Ilya Sorokin (48 saves). Jarry finished with 26 saves, but 
Penguins coach Mike Sullivan noted that if the goalie hadn't come up big 
on Jordan Eberle in the first overtime, there wouldn't have been a second 
OT. 

"We’ll rally around him," Sullivan said. "He’s been a really good goalie for 
us all year long. He’ll continue to be a good goalie for us as we move 
forward." 

Jets sweep Oilers  

The Winnipeg Jets are moving to the next round after completing a 
shocking four-game sweep of the Edmonton Oilers with a 4-3 triple-
overtime win. 

The Jets shut out the NHL's top scorers, Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl, in the first two games and rallied from a 4-1 third-period deficit 
to win Game 3. 

Monday, McDavid scored his first goal of the series, but Winnipeg's Mark 
Scheifele tied it in the third period with his second goal of the game, and 
Kyle Connor scored the winner in the longest game in Jets history. The 
final three games of the series went into overtime. 
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Edmonton defenseman Darnell Nurse played more than 62 minutes in 
the game, third most in NHL history. 

The Jets will play the winner of the Toronto Maple Leafs-Montreal 
Canadiens series. Toronto went up 2-1 with a 2-1 victory Monday. 

McDavid scored 105 points in 56 games, including 22 points against the 
Jets, during the regular season. 

"The regular season doesn't mean anything," he said. 

Panthers, Wild stay alive 

After goalies Sergei Bobrovsky and Chris Driedger were pulled in 
Florida's last two games, the Panthers gave Spencer Knight his first 
playoff start. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning scored on their first shot against him on a 2-
on-1 break, but that was it as he finished with 36 saves in a 4-1 win that 
staved off elimination. 

"He was just a rock all night," defenseman MacKenzie Weegar said. "He 
just put that one behind him. He matured after that." 

Knight, 20, is the youngest goalie to start an elimination game. 

"I don't think about the result, detach from it and just have fun in the 
moment," he said. 

-Minnesota rookie Kirill Kaprizov and veteran Zach Parise scored their 
first goals of the postseason as the Wild stayed alive with a 4-2 victory in 
Game 5 at the Vegas Golden Knights. The Wild were outshot 40-14. 

Tuesday's playoff games 

Toronto at Montreal, 7:30, NBCSN. Maple Leafs lead 2-1. 

Nashville at Carolina, 8, CNBC. Series tied 2-2. 
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USA TODAY / 'It gave them some life': Winnipeg Jets rally for 5-4 OT win 
after Edmonton Oilers take 'poor penalty' 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Edmonton had everything going for it in Game 3 as stars Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl got points for the first time in the series and 
the Oilers held a 4-1 lead with less than nine minutes left. 

Instead, the Oilers are on the brink of elimination after the Winnipeg Jets 
staged a major rally for a 5-4 overtime victory. 

"That’s our team," said Jets forward Nikolaj Ehlers, who scored twice, 
including in overtime, in his return from injury. "We don’t give up. That’s 
what’s so fun playing on this team. After the OT win, you could see the 
joy. It’s a wonder no one got injured in the celebration." 

The rally began after Edmonton's Josh Archibald was penalized for a low 
hit on Winnipeg's Logan Stanley at 11:11. Mathieu Perreault scored 30 
seconds later, and the Jets later got goals from Blake Wheeler and Josh 
Morrissey 16 seconds apart to tie the game. 

"The Archibald penalty was a poor penalty to take," Oilers coach Dave 
Tippett said. "It gave them some life." 

Archibald won't get a chance for redemption Monday. The NHL 
suspended him for one game for clipping. 

OPINION:Game 4 overtime win was Saros' masterpiece for Predators 

The Oilers will try to avoid elimination Monday night in Winnipeg. 

“Not much time to think about it," said McDavid, who combined with 
Draisaitl for six points. "Just go out and play tomorrow.” 

Bruins looking dangerous 

The Boston Bruins followed up their 2019 trip to the Stanley Cup Final 
with a second-round loss to the eventual champion Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

As they await their next opponent after knocking off the Washington 
Capitals in five games, the Bruins are in better shape than in the 2020 
playoffs. 

Last season, goalie Tuukka Rask left the bubble for family reasons and 
Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak were dealing with injuries that led to 
offseason surgery. 

But Rask is back and focused with a 1.81 goals-against average and 
.941 save percentage. He stopped 40 of 41 shots in the clinching 3-1 win 
against the Washington Capitals. 

"He seemed very composed and sure of himself," coach Bruce Cassidy 
said. "It makes it easier for everybody when you see your goalie 
completely under control."  

Marchand had an overtime goal in Game 2 and Pastrnak had a highlight-
reel goal in Game 5. 

Captain Patrice Bergeron, the third member of the line, scored twice in 
the clincher. 

The Bruins are deeper, too. Boston took a chance on slumping Taylor 
Hall (two goals) at the trade deadline and the former Hart Trophy winner 
scored eight goals down the stretch plus two more in the playoffs. 

The loss of free agents Torey Krug and Zdeno Chara hurt on defense, 
but it allowed Charlie McAvoy to blossom. And while the Bruins struggled 
with blue line injuries in the regular season, their younger defensemen 
got experience, allowing them to overcome the loss of Kevan Miller in 
Game 4. 

"We played a solid series," Rask said. "I thought game by game, we got 
better. .... Everybody contributed, offensively, defensively and we did a 
lot of little things right. I think that probably ended up being the difference. 
We were a better team overall." 

Kadri suspension appealed 

The Colorado Avalanche also advanced Sunday with a 5-2 win that 
completed a four-game sweep of the St. Louis Blues. 

As they prepare to face the winner of the Minnesota Wild-Vegas Golden 
Knights series, there is some off-ice news. 

The NHL Players' Association filed an appeal of the eight-game 
suspension that the NHL handed forward Nazem Kadri for an illegal 
check to the head of Blues defenseman Justin Faulk. Kadri has already 
served two games. 
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