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After an NHL season played in mostly empty arenas, fans have pushed playoffs over the 
top  

By Luke DeCock  

While the Carolina Hurricanes were preparing for Game 5 on 
the ice on Tuesday morning, a platoon of technicians, 
pipefitters and the like were elsewhere in the building, 
continuing the complicated process of installing the 
ventilation and dehumidifying equipment necessary to allow 
more than 12,000 fans into PNC Arena. 

It’s a rush job now, racing to get it all set up in hopes it might 
be ready in time for a potential Game 7 on Saturday, letting 
the Hurricanes throw the doors open to a full house in what 
would be the most important game of the Hurricanes’ 
season. 

The Hurricanes would obviously prefer it not come to that, 
and that by taking care of business against the Nashville 
Predators in Tuesday night’s Game 5 and Wednesday 
night/Thursday morning’s Game 6 -- a fan-unfriendly 9:30 
p.m. ET start in Nashville -- the installation crew would have 
plenty of time to get connected and take airflow 
measurements before the first game of the next series.  

It was all originally planned for June 1, and the tickets for 
future rounds on sale now to season-ticket holders show 
almost the entire building available should the Hurricanes 
advance. (Nashville will bump to 14,107 for Game 6.) But it 
has still been a rush to move more quickly despite all the 
pieces to fit and numbers to crunch to the NHL’s satisfaction, 
and for very good reason. 

If it comes down to one game for everything, and this series 
has been so close it very well could -- within a goal for all but 
13 minutes of 16 endless periods -- at least there’s a chance 
the Hurricanes could have the full, full-throated home-ice 
advantage they earned in the regular season. 

And it matters, perhaps this year more than ever. 

We’ve seen that in this series, how the home teams have fed 
off their very loud crowds, seemingly even more than usual 
after a season played in mostly empty buildings. There’s a 
newness to it, a sudden novelty, that seemed to lift the 

Hurricanes in the third periods of games 1 and 2 and 
certainly lifted the Predators as games 3 and 4 dragged on .. 
and on … and on. 

The players did a remarkable job of creating their own 
atmosphere and intensity in the otherwise antiseptic playoff 
bubble hockey last year -- at least outside of early elimination 
games, when teams on the ropes were clearly ready to get 
out -- but there’s really no comparison to this. 

The difference between the environment in Raleigh and 
Nashville and the empty building in Winnipeg last night as 
the Jets swept the Edmonton Oilers was all the more striking 
now that we’re no longer used to it.  

There’s been a lot of the unexpected in this series, good and 
bad. The Hurricanes only expected to have 6,000 fans in the 
stands, instead of these 12,000 that have sounded like 
20,000. That’s good. They thought they’d be able to count on 
Jaccob Slavin’s usual metronomic performance on the blue 
line, but only had him for Game 1. That’s bad. (But could 
change Tuesday night.) 

And they thought after winning the first two games, they had 
a decent chance to complete a sweep in Nashville, or at 
least bring it back here with a chance to close it out. And 
they did have that chance, only for Nashville to score both 
double-overtime goals and put the series back on level 
terms. 

That opened the door to the possibility of a Game 7, and the 
Hurricanes would need all the help they can get should they 
end up in that situation. There’s still a chance they could get 
it. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Nashville Predators 

What: Stanley Cup playoffs, Game 5 

When: Tuesday, 8 p.m., PNC Arena, Raleigh 

Watch: BSSO, CNBC
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It took the skill of 22-year-old to unlock the Predators and help the Canes take control  

By Luke DeCock  

The coach spoke and the 22-year-old listened. Down a goal 
as the third period wound down, the Carolina Hurricanes saw 
their season slipping away, the end approaching all too 
quickly, and Rod Brind’Amour decided it was time to make 
one last stand. 

During a television timeout with nine minutes to go, he 
moved up and down the bench, red-faced, arms waving, 
imploring his team not to let all their hard work this season 
go to waste. Martin Necas took matters into his own hands. 

Only moments later, Necas took the puck at his own blue 
line, right in front of Brind’Amour on the Hurricanes’ bunch, 
blew past two Nashville Predators in the neutral zone, turned 
the corner on another on his way to the Nashville net, circled 
behind it and stuck a wraparound behind Juuse Saros, an 
extraordinary individual effort to tie the score and force 
overtime. 

After two straight double overtime losses, Jordan Staal 
needed just 104 seconds to swat a rebound out of the air for 
a 3-2 win and send the Hurricanes back to Nashville for 
Game 6 on Thursday -- not staving off elimination but with a 
chance to clinch, and it was the incredibly skilled winger and 
the coach with a sense of when his team needed a kick in 
the butt who put them in that position. 

“We definitely have talent and we’re going to get a goal like 
that every seven or eight games,” Brind’Amour said. “That 
happens. The other part of our game is that grind game that 
we have to play this time of year. We did that for two periods. 
The talent got us back in the game. Basically a solo effort got 
us back to have a chance to win the game.” 

The Hurricanes have spent so much of this series grinding 
away like a hamster on a wheel, skating furiously and getting 
nowhere, only for every little mistake to end up in the back of 
their own net. The Predators have made all the big plays, got 
both double-overtime goals and pushed the Hurricanes to 
the brink Tuesday night. 

Brind’Amour, as a captain, always had a sense of when he 
needed to stand up and speak, and it wasn’t as often as you 
might think. This was one of those moments. A lot of that is 
conducted behind closed doors as a coach, but this time it 
was on display for everyone to see. So were the effects. 

“He was just saying, this is what our year is coming down to,” 
said Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin, back in the 
lineup for the first time since Game 1. “We’re either going to 
take advantage or we’re going to have all this work we’ve 
done for nothing.” 

Necas scored almost immediately, his second of the game, 
and from the Hurricanes’ perspective that should have been 
the winner long before Staal’s overtime heroics. A would-be 
tying goal was disallowed at the end of the second period, 
when Warren Foegele made glancing contact with Saros just 
inside the crease before Roman Josi then piled on top of his 
own goalie. 

Foegele wasn’t the reason Saros couldn’t get to the puck as 
it deflected off Staal’s skate, but by the letter of a very stupid 
NHL rule, everything that happened after Foegele and Saros 
came together in the blue paint was immaterial. Josi could 
have given Saros a bear hug, it wouldn’t have mattered. 

The NHL, like the NFL once did with the catch rule, 
continues to engage in this theater of the absurd, attempting 
to enforce a subjective concept objectively through replay 
review, which is how plays that seem like obvious goalie 
interference are judged to be OK and plays like this one 
where the goalie was clearly impeded by a player from his 
own team are not.  

Not that the hermeneutics of it were any consolation to the 
Hurricanes or their fans, but Necas’ goal certainly was. 

At 22, there’s still so much hockey in front of him, and while 
the book remains open on whether he’ll be the top-six center 
the Hurricanes drafted him to be or just a very skilled winger, 
he also showed Tuesday what a valuable niche that can be, 
a forward whose speed can be a game-breaking weapon but 
still has the skill to be a threat when moving more slowly. 

It took that kind of individual brilliance to unlock the 
Predators, because nothing else the Hurricanes were doing 
worked. 

“(Necas) obviously has some great talent and he found a 
way to get us going,” Staal said. “They were doing a good 
job of clogging everything up. We had a tough time getting in 
their end, a tough time creating. Talent like that can change 
a game.” 

The Predators have collapsed around Saros and blocked 
shots and cleared rebounds. They’ve made the Hurricanes 
look like a finesse team with more skill than grit. And in a 
series that continues to be impossibly close -- within a goal 
or tied for 359:55 of the 372:48 played -- they have made 
nearly every big play. 

But not Tuesday, when a coach, a captain and a kid 
combined to turn a game, and a series, around.
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Pay no attention to the haters. As NHL hockey markets go, Carolina is pretty great  

By Justin Pelletier  

Dear Raleigh (and Durham, Cary, Apex, Garner et al), 

I’m sorry.  

I can’t offer apologies for an entire region, no more than an 
entire region can represent who I am as a person, but I can 
also admit when apologies are necessary at a personal level. 

Having been part of the hockey landscape in the Northeast 
for better than 30 years, I’ve allowed my regional affiliation — 
and subsequent indoctrination into the hockey culture there 
— shape my thoughts about hockey markets, and 
specifically their viability for long-term success. 

And, yes, some time in the past 24 years, something like, 
“What the heck is the NHL doing putting a team in North 
Carolina?” crossed my lips. I don’t remember specifically 
when that was, nor could I swear to the transcript, but I know 
that’s about right. 

And it was based entirely on the tired tropes I still hear in 
New England and across the northern tier of the United 
States: 

Location? Too warm. 

Fans? Uneducated; No passion. 

Youth program? They have no base. 

Attendance? Poor. 

Conclusion: Move the team ASAP. To Quebec. Back to 
Hartford. Add another team in the Toronto area. Anywhere 
but Carolina. Or Florida. Or Arizona. Or (insert market south 
of Ohio here). 

And that’s a thought among more than just the uneducated. 
Two years ago, a morning host (who it should be noted is not 
affiliated with the Boston Bruins, nor with the coverage of the 
team) on the Bruins’ flagship radio station hung up on my 
colleague here at the N&O, Chip Alexander. He couldn’t 
handle someone speaking in a different dialect of his own 
language. Perhaps he should have tried speaking 
Neanderthal? 

I was working in Boston at the time. I heard it. It was uncalled 
for regional bias at its worst.  

The idea that teams in the South don’t deserve hockey 
because they’re not part of the good ol’ boys network (ironic, 
eh?) is pervasive. 

But it’s also just not true. I never really believed that, but I 
had nothing tangible to back it up. Now, I do. 

Location?  

Who cares if it’s warm outside. I’ve attended games in 
Tampa, Sunrise, Florida, Glendale, Arizona, and Anaheim, 
California. Modern technology can help professionals make a 
rink in Raleigh feel like you’re in Rouyn-Noranda. (Never 
been? Look it up. I’d advise tripling up on your long johns 
and tuques.) 

Heck, having warm weather for the majority of the season 
enhances the fan experience. Tailgates anyone? Delicious. 
Just don’t cook Hamilton. 

Youth program?  

It takes time to build that out, of course. There’s a period of 
education, and then a period of growth. It takes the pro club 
building and sustaining a regional product, and it takes a 
generation of players to grow up around it. This year, three 
Junior Hurricanes teams competed in USA Hockey national 
championships. The program is expanding, and sending 
players to the game’s highest levels. Young hockey players 
in the Triangle have plenty of resources and a lot to look 
forward to. 

Attendance? 

I’m not sure I could count 6,680 red seats (the number left 
empty per regulations) dotting the white-out towel landscape 
in the arena before the Caniacs flooded through the doors, 
like they’d been denied entry to meaningful hockey for more 
than a full calendar year or something. 

Conclusion: The Hurricanes have a truly passionate fan 
base, one that has suffered more than it should have in the 
past 10 years. They have a good hockey team — a very 
good hockey team — with a bright future. 

So, to the Triangle region, thank you for welcoming this New 
Englander, and proving what I kind of, sort of, already knew: 
Y’all are a solid hockey market.
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After another overtime game, Canes have a chance to close out the Preds in Game 6  

By Chip Alexander  

Overtime again? Of course, overtime again. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Nashville Predators now are 
locked up in playoff series so intense and tight that 60 
minutes are no longer enough to decide a winner.  

This night, the Canes were the winners. Jordan Staal’s goal 
at 2:03 of the first overtime lifted Carolina to a 3-2 victory in 
Game 5 at pulsating PNC Arena. 

After winning the first two games of the best-of-seven series 
at PNC Arena, the Canes went to Nashville and twice were 
beaten in grueling double-overtime games. They were eager 
to get back home in front of their crowd in Game 5, which 
was rumbling Tuesday, and now go back to Nashville for 
Game 6 on Thursday with a 3-2 lead and the chance to close 
it out. 

Forward Martin Necas scored twice for the Canes. His first 
goal, on a first-period power play blast, tied the score 1-1. 
His second was much bigger: a quick wraparound score at 
12:55 of the third for a 2-2 tie. 

Early in overtime, Canes defenseman Brady Skjei was called 
for holding Mikael Granlund. But the Preds’ Alexandre 
Carrier then was called for interference on Sebastian Aho, 
and Staal scored on the four-on-four. 

Forward Yakov Trenin, who scored five goals in the regular 
season, had two for the Predators. Trenin had the always 
important first goal of the game, tipping a Roman Josi shot, 
then scored in the opening minute of the second period. 

The Preds took advantage of a Canes turnover -- 
defenseman Brett Pesce’s poor drop pass just inside the 
Nashville blue line -- and converted it into a two-on-one rush 
and Trenin’s score for the 2-1 lead. 

Soon, things became interesting, and left Canes fans in foul 
mood. 

Jaccob Slavin, back after a three-game injury absence, got 
off a shot from the point, the puck hitting off Jordan Staal’s 
skate and into the net for an apparent 2-2 tie at 12:22 of the 
second period. PNC Arena erupted, but Preds coach John 
Hynes challenged the goal, claiming goaltender interference. 

The ruling: no goal. Canes fans, having seen replays on the 
scoreboard, did not buy the official explanation that Canes 
forward Warren Foegele was in the crease and had bumped 
Josi into Saros.  

The fans booed and chanted at the refs the remainder of the 
period, and booed them off the ice when the period ended. 

Necas’ first score, his first of the playoffs, came after a melee 
in the Nashville zone after the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov 
was boarded by Luke Kunin and the two squared off. Others 
joined before play was stopped -- the Canes left with a power 
play. 

On Necas’ second score, the speedy winger carried the puck 
down the right wing, behind the net and beat Saros with the 
wrap as defenseman Matt Benning took a futile swipe at the 
puck. 

Updates from earlier in the game: 

Second period: Preds hold lead 

The Predators scored in the first minute of the second period 
for a 2-1 lead as forward Yakov Trenin scored his second of 
the game. 

The Canes then tied it at 12:22 of the second -- but didn’t. 
Jaccob Slavin, back in the lineup, appeared to score on a 
shot from the point, but Preds coach John Hynes challenged 
it, claiming goaltender interference. After review, the goal did 
not stand as Canes forward Warren Foegele was ruled to 
have pushed defenseman Roman Josi into goalie Juuse 
Saros and impeded him from moving freely in the crease. 

That was the ruling but Canes fans did not agree and were 
especially incensed after seeing replays on the big board 
during the review. The fans continued to boo and chant at 
the refs the remainder of the period. 

After the Canes’ Brett Pesce turned the puck over with a 
drop pass inside the Nashville blue line, the Preds converted 
a two-on-one rush as Colton Sissons -- who picked off the 
poor Pesce pass -- set up Trenin for the goal. Trenin had five 
goals in 45 games in the regular season and none in the first 
four games of the series. 

Through the first two periods, the Canes had an 18-10 edge 
in scoring chances and twice as many high-danger chances 
(8-4), according to NaturalStatTrick.com. 

First period: Score tied 1-1 

One question was answered quickly: defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin would play for the Canes. 

After missing three games with a lower-body injury, Slavin 
was back and paired with Dougie Hamilton. They had 10 
shifts in the first and Slavin was used on the Canes’ penalty 
kill as the first period ended in a 1-1 tie. 

The Predators notched the first goal of the game, as Roman 
Josi floated a shot from the left point that Yakov Trenin 
deflected over the head of Alex Nedeljkovic, but Martin 
Necas’ power-play goal tied it. 

Trenin’s goal, with 8:16 left in the first, was reviewed to 
determine if Trenin, who was in the slot, had touched the 
puck with a high stick. The score stood, Trenin’s first career 
playoff goal. 

Moments later, the Preds’ Luke Kunin boarded Andrei 
Svechnikov in the Preds zone and a fight soon ensued as 
other players jumped in. Kunin and Svechnikov went to the 
box along with the Preds’ Matt Benning and the Canes struck 
on the power play. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour hinted there might be tweaks 
to the units and had Necas on the top unit instead of Jordan 
Staal. Necas rifled a shot from the right circle with 5:39 left in 
the first for his first goal of the playoffs. Hamilton picked up 
an assist and was more engaged as the period moved on 
after a spotty start. 
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The Canes had 10 shots to the Preds five, holding Nashville 
without a shot on goal in the last seven minutes of the 
period.

 

I scream, you scream, Staal screams for the Hurricanes’ game-winning goal in overtime  

By Chip Alexander  

On a night when there were a lot of screams at PNC Arena, 
the loudest may have belonged to Jordan Staal. 

The Carolina Hurricanes captain had just scored one of the 
most important goals of his career, an overtime winner 
Tuesday that was equal parts strength and determination. He 
had willed his way to the front of the Nashville Predators net 
and somehow gotten the puck past goalie Juuse Saros at 
2:03 of the OT. 

Just like that, the Canes had beaten the Predators 3-2. They 
had taken a 3-2 lead in the best-of-seven Stanley Cup 
playoff series.  

PNC Arena was rumbling. Staal let out a primal scream and 
he stretched his arms wide as if to say “OK, boys, group hug” 
and soon was swarmed by his teammates. 

“Not a lot of thoughts were going through my mind besides 
just wanting some bear hugs from the fellas,” Staal said. 

Martin Necas scored twice for the Canes on Tuesday and his 
second, also timely, also critical, was a thing of style and 
beauty. The speedy winger swept down the right wing with 
the puck, around the back of the net and beat Saros with a 
wraparound in the third period for a 2-2 tie. 

As for Staal’s score, it’s hard to explain exactly what 
happened. Defenseman Brett Pesce took a cross-ice pass 
from defenseman Jaccob Slavin at the right point and fired 
the puck toward the net. Saros blocked it, then took a swat at 
it. Staal got around the Preds’ Ryan Johansen and took a 
swing it and got enough of the puck to bounce it past Saros. 

“I was going to the net,” Staal said. “I thought I had a step on 
my guy there and it went D to D and I was just trying to get a 
good screen. Pesc had an absolute bomb and I got a stick 
on it and it kind of just popped up and I started giving it a 
whack at it.  

“Obviously, it was a great bounce. But we’re working for 
those, and I’m glad we got one tonight.” 

It was a greasy goal, as the players like to say, and it was a 
great bounce. It also ended a game in which the Canes 
again wondered if they’d get either. 

The Canes had a goal taken away in the second period 
when Slavin, back in the lineup after missing the past three 
with an injury, got off a shot that had the puck bounce off 
Staal’s skate and into the net. But the Preds won a coach’s 
challenge when, after review, it was ruled Canes forward 
Warren Foegele had caused goaltender interference.  

There were other screams then -- Canes fans yelling and 
booing and chanting at the referees. The Canes appeared to 
lose some steam after the bad break and then were poor for 
the first half of the third period as the Predators hunkered 
down. 

“I thought this game for two periods was really good,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We were doing everything we 
had to do and everything was going against us. That’s what it 
felt like. We had one taken off the board. It was like what 
else can happen, but these guys stuck with it.” 

Necas scored on the wrap. “Basically a solo effort,” 
Brind’Amour called it.  

In overtime, with the teams playing 4-on-4 after a pair of 
penalties, Staal went to the front of the net. His intent: be just 
the kind of net-front nuisance for Saros that Brind’Amour 
claimed had been missing in the two double-overtime losses 
in Nashville. And he scored the big one. 

“And he should have had two,” Brind’Amour said. “There’s no 
secret this time of year. You’re going to get one of those 
Necas goals every seven or eight games. They’ve had theirs. 
But that’s the kind of goal you’ve got to have every night. 
That kind of play has to be there every night, at the net, 
grinding it out.” 

And the Staal scream? 

“That’s the emotion he puts into every single thing he does,” 
Slavin said. 

The Canes will go to Nashville for Game 6 on Thursday with 
a chance to wrap up the first-round Central Division series. 
The pressure reverts back to the Predators, who will be 
facing elimination. 

In a season in which Staal has delivered so many times for 
Carolina, he delivered again with the pressure on. This night, 
this game, it was worth screaming about.
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Was it the right call? The Canes overcame a goal called back for goalie interference  

By Justin Pelletier  

RALEIGH -- A penalty for interfering with the goalie used to 
be as simple as blue and white: Hit the keeper in his 
protected net-front area to influence a goal being scored, you 
get a penalty. 

Tuesday in Game 5 against the Predators, the Hurricanes 
thought they’d tied the game at the 12:22 mark of the second 
period when the puck ping-ponged through a gaggle of 
players in front of Preds keeper Juuse Saros and into the 
back of the net.  

Jordan Staal, who’d last touched the puck, led the 
celebration. Warren Foegele joined him, in unison with 
12,000 white-towel waving, chest-thumping, red-and-black-
clad partisans at PNC Arena. 

Then, trepidation. For the first time all season, Nashville 
coach John Hynes challenged the play on the grounds of 
goaltender interference.  

You read that right: Hynes hadn’t challenged a play for 
goaltender interference all season. 

But he did on Tuesday. 

A close look at the replay shows Foegele backing toward 
Saros at the top of the blue paint. The two made incidental 
contact, well before the puck started its circuitous path 
through the enclave. Preds defender Roman Josi boxed 
Foegele out, but in doing so, backed into his own goalie, 
further inhibiting his ability to see -- and react to -- the 
bounding puck. 

Josi had a far greater impact on Saros’ inability to see or 
stop the goal. But NHL officials -- and not those in the 
building, this went further up than that -- saw it differently. 

“Carolina’s Warren Foegele impaired Juuse Saros’s ability to 
play his position in the crease prior to Jordan Staal’s goal,” 
the NHL said. 

The Canes’ faithful, having seen multiple angles of the same 
replay on the big screens in the arena, buzzed with 
confidence before the announcement.  

They were irate in its aftermath. For the balance of the 
second period, at every whistle, a chorus of boos seamlessly 
followed each whistle. 

While it’s fair to be irate because the team had a crucial, 
possibly series-defining goal disallowed, is there a good case 
that the call was wrong? 

Here is the passage from the NHL rule book of Rule 69.1: 
“The goaltender interference rule is based on the premise 
that an attacking player is interfering with the ability of the 

goalie to make a save. Goals will only be disallowed if an 
attacking player, either by his positioning or by making 
contact with the goalie, interferes with the goalie’s ability to 
freely move in the crease/defend the goal, or a player 
initiates deliberate contact with the goaltender, within in the 
crease or out of it.” 

In its interpretation, the NHL is weighing the ability to move in 
the crease more heavily than the spirit of the rule appears to 
imply. While Foegele only briefly backed into the crease, he 
did in fact make contact with Saros, inhibiting the 
goaltender’s ability to freely move in the crease.  

But, Foegele’s apparent effect on Saros had little to do with 
the puck bounding off bodies in front and finding the back of 
the net, and certainly no more than Josi, who could have 
danced the tango with Saros across the blue paint. 

That’s what Brind’Amour saw, too. 

“I get why they called goalie interference,” Brind’Amour said. 
“(Foegele) was there initially. Had that shot come in initially, I 
think it’s goalie interference. But it didn’t come initially. So 
then, he gets out and their guy clearly pushes him and 
interferes with the goalie. It’s not our guy. There’s no chance 
he’s making that save anyway. It’s going wide, hits our skate 
and goes in.” 

To be fair, it’s irked a lot of people across the league, most of 
whom don’t cry foul at a single play specifically, rather an 
apparent inconsistency in the way the rule is applied. 

“There needs to be a little more common sense on that, in 
my opinion,” Brind’Amour continued. “That’s clearly their guy 
preventing the goalie from making the save, not our guy ... I 
got a different explanation, but it is what it is.” 

None of that helped the Hurricanes in the moment, nor did it 
help the 12,000 strong (and thousands more watching on 
TV) who booed their disapproval at every whistle, and held 
their breath at every future Carolina rush. 

Martin Necas’ second goal of the night at 12:55 of the third 
period ensured the goal reversal wouldn’t factor as heavily 
into the final outcome, but instead of a go-ahead tally, it 
simply forced a third consecutive overtime between the 
teams. 

The Canes, despite the setback in the second frame, now 
have two chances to close out the Predators, beginning 
Thursday with Game 6 in Nashville, thanks to a goal from 
Staal in overtime that did count. 

While the Canes’ ability to finish the opening series in these 
Stanley Cup playoffs doesn’t hinge on a single play, the 
balance of Game 5 on Tuesday certainly felt like it did.
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Rexrode: Predators had Game 5 in hand, and no officiating rant can change that 

By Joe Rexrode 

The first four games of the Nashville Predators’ postseason 
roughly matched their 2021 regular season, if you want to 
break that regular season into quarters. 

First, some alarming signs. Second, hanging in there a bit 
more but ultimately not getting it done. Third and fourth, 
figuring it out and persevering and learning how to win. And 
that left it to Game 5 of a compelling first-round series 
Tuesday, back at Carolina’s PNC Arena, for the start of a 
best-of-three finish that still figured to end up in the hands of 
the better team. The better team, or so we have believed. 
The better team, by any credible measure of the entire 
season. And by quite a margin. 

Through 53 minutes of the latest meeting of these foes — 
whose disdain for each other is appropriate for this amount 
of playoff hockey, tacked on to eight regular-season 
meetings — it was not accurate to call Carolina the better 
team. The Hurricanes were the pressing team. They were 
the disjointed team. They were the team coughing the puck 
up while the Predators were calmly handling that Carolina 
pressure, the same pressure that had engulfed them so 
many times since January. The Preds (one giveaway in 40 
minutes, four all night) had it figured out. 

The Canes were the unlucky team, too, watching a Roman 
Josi loft hit off Yakov Trenin’s stick, and maybe a glove or 
shoulder somewhere in there as well, for the first goal of the 
game. Then, when the Canes thought they had tied the 
score at 2-2 in the second, that equalizer from Jaccob Slavin 
— the top defenseman, whose absence for most of this 
series has hurt Carolina — was waved off for goalie 
interference on Warren Foegele. 

Nashville was better, leading, on the verge of taking 
command of this series and bringing it back to almost-full 
Bridgestone Arena for a Thursday clinching attempt. But in 
these moments in this sport, a tiny lapse or two can have 
giant implications. And that is why the Canes, not the Preds, 
are in position to end this thing. Their 3-2 overtime win to 
take a 3-2 series lead was extremely clutch or extremely not, 
depending on your perspective. 

“It’s tough,” Josi said. “That’s a tough loss for us tonight. … 
There’s little bounces that can make a difference.” 

Also, only fitting in this series and sport, there are calls that 
can make people very angry. 

First, the non-controversial: With Juuse Saros so close to 
putting the finishing touches on another masterpiece, 
Carolina hero Martin Necas zoomed through Nashville’s 
neutral-zone trap, looking like he had the freshest legs on the 
ice. He beat Matt Duchene and wrapped around behind the 
net from Saros’ left to right. Matt Benning couldn’t arrive on 
time. Saros couldn’t get a good push off the post to get into 
position as he usually does in a flash. The score was tied, for 
real, with 7:05 left. 

The Canes and their fans were back in it from there, 
aggressively. And this actually ended up being a light night 
for both teams after double-overtime dust-ups and 71 extra 
minutes of hockey in Games 3 and 4 in Nashville. Carolina 
needed only 2:03 of one overtime to win this, on another 
clutch Carolina play and another Nashville mistake. Jordan 
Staal tried to tip a shot past Saros, Saros stopped it but then 
tried to bat the puck away rather than secure it. Staal batted 
it back, out of midair, and the puck trickled underneath Saros 
and into the net. 

It was euphoria on one side. It was something very different 
from that on the other, though Nashville coach John Hynes 
kept it measured as usual afterward and said of the 
“tremendous opportunity” to come Thursday: “We know what 
we need to do. We’ve been through this before. That’s kind 
of why you go about your business the way you go about 
your business in the regular season.” 

Hynes avoided, again, any criticism of the officiating, several 
hours after Preds GM David Poile said on 102.5 The Game 
in Nashville that he hopes Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour 
gets fined for ripping the penalty disparity earlier in the 
series. But the officials managed to make themselves a big 
part of the story again. Was Nashville unfairly given an extra 
minor on a scrum after a Luke Kunin-Andrei Svechnikov 
encounter, leading to Necas’ power-play equalizer in the first 
period? Maybe. More likely if you’re for the Preds. 

Was the goalie interference call on Foegele a weak one? 
Maybe. More likely if you’re for the Canes. For the record 
and interestingly enough, former Preds goalie Chris Mason, 
on the Preds broadcast on Bally Sports, said he thought it 
was not interference. NBC analyst Pierre McGuire said he 
didn’t see how the goal could possibly stand after watching 
the first replay on the CNBC broadcast. 

And then came overtime. Should Brady Skjei have been 
called for holding Mikael Granlund 56 seconds into the extra 
session? That’s a tough one at that point in the game. But he 
did hook Granlund’s arm. Should Alex Carrier have been 
called for interference 43 seconds after that, ending the 
Preds’ power play and creating the four-on-four situation that 
led to Staal’s winner? Carrier technically knocked Sebastian 
Aho over with no puck nearby. It also looked like Aho set 
Carrier up to try to draw the penalty and put the S-E-L-L in 
“embellishment.” 

If you’re for the Canes, you might just call that veteran savvy. 
If you’re for the Preds, you might want to go all Brind’Amour 
on some refs. You might also still be mad at Carrier, because 
the rookie has to be more aware in that moment. 

And that’s really what this is about. There are going to be 
bad calls, bad bounces and good teams in the playoffs. The 
Preds almost had one in a real bind. You make the plays or 
you don’t. In Carolina, Necas’ saver and Staal’s winner 
represent order restored. In Nashville, a few slight mistakes 
represent opportunity lost. In any place where they care 
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about the Stanley Cup, all will agree that you only get so 
many.

 

 

 
Hurricanes finally get edge in OT, take 3-2 series lead 

Jordan Staal had the game-winner in overtime, the third 
straight game Carolina and Nashville have played past 
regulation 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — For the third straight game, it took extra time for 
the Hurricanes and Predators to settle a game in their first-
round series. And for the first time, Carolina came out on top. 

Jordan Staal batted a puck out of midair in front of the 
Nashville goal 2:03 into the first overtime to give the 
Hurricanes a 3-2 win Tuesday at PNC Arena and put them 
up by the same tally in the seven-game series. 

Martin Necas had Carolina’s other two goals, and Alex 
Nedeljkovic made 23 saves in the win. 

Three Thoughts 

1. As he has done countless times this season, Staal came 
through when the Hurricanes most needed him. 

With momentum on the Hurricanes’ side thanks to the tying 
goal by Necas in the third and a reignited PNC Arena crowd, 
Carolina took only 123 seconds to end the game in overtime. 

A Predators power play ended early on a neutral zone 
interference penalty on defenseman Alexandre Carrier, and 
the Hurricanes then held possession in the Nashville end at 
4-on-4. Defenseman Jaccob Slavin created space with a 
quick move and passed to Brett Pesce at the right point. 

Pesce shot on net and Nashville goalie Juuse Saros (34 
saves) made the initial save, then swatted the puck with his 
stick. But it popped in the air right near Staal, and the 
Carolina captain batted it out of midair for the game-winner. 

Chaos on the ice and in the stands ensued. 

“Not a whole lot of thoughts were going through my mind 
besides just wanting some bear hugs from the fellas,” Staal 
said of scoring the winner, his fourth goal in five games this 
series. “We’ve been working hard. We had two rough ones in 
overtime that hurt. … It’s nice to get rewarded.” 

And just like that, Carolina went from potentially being on the 
brink of elimination in Thursday’s Game 6 in Nashville to 
being one win away from advancing to the second round. 

2. A first-period scrum between Andrei Svechnikov and Luke 
Kunin led to Nashville taking two minors and giving Carolina 

its first power play of the game. It also somewhat forced 
coach Rod Brind’Amour’s hand with his power play units. 

With Svechnikov in the box, Teuvo Teravainen and Necas 
moved to the top unit, and the switch paid off right away. 
Necas had two shots in succession from the right circle, and 
the second whizzed past the left ear of Saros to tie the game 
at 14:21 of the first less than three minutes after Nashville 
had opened the scoring. 

The goal snapped an 11-game playoff drought for Necas, 
who had scored just once before in the postseason — the 
game-winner of Game 1 of the play-in series against the 
Rangers in the bubble last year in his playoff debut. 

3. Slavin’s return after missing three games made a huge 
difference for the Hurricanes. Slavin finished with an assist in 
25:48 of ice time, but he was a key part of the overtime 
winner and also had an assist taken away when Staal’s 
second-period goal off his boot was overturned for incidental 
contact with Saros. 

“He’s an elite defender, and you take that out of anybody’s 
lineup, that’s going to be missed — big time,” Brind’Amour 
said of Slavin. 

Watching his teammates drop two straight double-overtime 
games in Nashville didn’t make being out of the lineup any 
easier for Slavin. 

“They’ve been battling hard this whole series so far,” Slavin 
said. “Watching the games, I don’t like it, that’s for sure. I 
definitely get more nervous watching than being in the 
action.” 

The assist was Slavin’s first postseason point since he had a 
goal and an assist in the same Rangers game in which 
Necas had last scored, ending a nine-game point drought. 

Number To Know 

2 — Goals against in each of the last two games for 
Carolina’s usual fourth line of Steven Lorentz centering 
Brock McGinn and Jordan Martinook. Both times it was the 
Predators’ first two goals of the game, but on Sunday when 
Nashville had final change at home it was top-nine scorers 
Luke Kunin and Ryan Johansen. Tuesday night, fellow 
fourth-liner Yakov Trenin had both of Nashville’s goals. 
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They Said It 

“There’s no chance he’s making that save anyway. It’s going 
wide, hits our skate and goes in. There needs to be a little 
more common sense on that, in my opinion.” 

— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour on Jordan Staal’s 
goal in the second period being disallowed for Warren 
Foegele’s incidental contact with Nashville goalie Juuse 
Saros 

Plus 

Martin Necas, Hurricanes forward — It felt like it was going to 
take a fantastic individual effort to generate a Grade-A 
scoring chance and get it by Saros. 

Who better to do that than Necas? 

The speedy winger had the power play goal that tied the 
game in the first and then, with control of the series 
seemingly slipping away, he tied the game again late in the 
third period. 

Necas got the puck on the Carolina side of the red line and 
flew up the right wing, faked a shot to freeze Saros, and 

curled behind the Nashville for the stuffed wraparound that 
tied the game with just over seven minutes left in regulation. 

“I saw that I had a lot of speed,” Necas said. “I think it was 
[Filip] Forsberg — he’s a forward, so it’s always a little easier 
against forwards than against D there on the blue line. So I 
tried him and, fortunately, I went through and what 
happened, happened.” 

With the neutral zone clogged and the Predators clinging to 
their one-goal lead, the Hurricanes needed something 
special to break through. 

“The talent got us back in the game,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Basically a solo effort, and it got us back to have a chance 
to win the game.” 

Minus 

Jake Bean, Hurricanes defenseman — The Hurricanes’ trust 
in Bean seems to be diminishing. The rookie blueliner played 
just 7:54 and had just two shifts in the third period and none 
in overtime. That comes on the heels of him playing more 
than 27 minutes in each of the previous two games, both 
double-overtime losses.

 

 

 

 
Air chiller could allow thousands more fans to attend Hurricanes games 

By Aaron Thomas 

Raleigh, N.C. — Thousands of Carolina Hurricanes fans 
filled PNC Arena for Game 5 in the Stanley Cup playoffs 
series against the Nashville Predators on Tuesday night. 

Because of the NHL's air flow and air quality guidelines, the 
team has partnered with Gregory Poole Equipment Co. to 
bring in a 500-ton air chiller. 

That means the number of fans at the arena for the next 
home playoff game could increase from the 12,000 currently 
allowed. 

"It's so electric in that building that you can't help but get 
excited about the game," said fan Natalie Miller. 

The air chiller would allow 15,000 fans in the arena. 

"This is an effort to meet the requirements the NHL has in 
place for safe attendance for fans," said Steve Leese, with 
Gregory Poole Equipment. "The air that's coming in from 
outside is being pulled through the air handlers. That's what 
the chiller does. The chiller runs cold air to these air 
handlers, kind of like what you see at a house." 

Fans said the team could benefit from a fuller arena. 

"It'll be loud. The energy will be all through the building," said 
fan Ethan Savchenko. 

Leese said crews have been installing the equipment, and 
should be ready for a possible Game 7 on Saturday. 
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Gold: O Captain! My Captain! Staal's heroics provide poetic lift for Canes 

By Adam Gold 

Raleigh, N.C. — O Captain! My Captain! our fearful trip is 
(not yet) done, 

The ship has weathered every whack (disallowed goal), the 
prize we sought is (nearly) won, 

The port is near, the bells I hear, 12,000 people all exulting, 

Let’s end this affront to Walt Whitman right there, since the 
captain dies and we don’t want that to happen to Jordan 
Staal. Especially since his 4th goal of the series, in overtime, 
sent the PNC Arena crowd straight to plaid and put Carolina 
up 3-2 in the best-of-seven series. 

Seriously, please accept my apologies for desecrating 
Whitman's work. 

Staal has scored so many big goals for this team this year 
it’s just hard to recall them all. Tonight, you could argue that 
he should have had two. Rod Brind’Amour clearly thought so 
since the disallowed goal went in off Staal’s skate. In the 
end, it was good that Carolina rallied in the 3rd period to 
force overtime because no one wanted to hear any 
conversation about the officials costing them a game. 

Now, I have a few things running through my head as we 
think about what’s next… 

1-Jaccob Slavin matters. Jaccob Slavin matters. Jaccob 
Slavin matters -- a LOT. Carolina’s star defenseman returned 
to the line up after missing three straight games and logged 
a team high 26:08 of ice time. He had the primary assist on 
the Martin Necas game-tying goal in the 3rd period and was 
on the ice with his buddy Brett Pesce as Staal batted home 
the rebound to bring the house down. 

Slavin’s return meant that Pesce and Brady Skjei didn’t have 
to play half the game. And, with Jaccob back on the ice 
Dougie Hamilton’s game was a little less rough around the 
edges. Actually, Hamilton was pretty good tonight. He had 
the assist on the Necas power play goal in the first. But, he 
also made a handful of good defensive plays -- including a 

couple of blocked shots -- that helped keep the puck from 
getting to Alex Nedeljkovic. 

Now, we’ll see if Slavin can go on Thursday in Nashville. 

2-I don’t know if he doesn’t like Carrie Underwood, Keith 
Urban or maybe he’s a big Tom Cruise fan still mad at the 
breakup with Nicole Kidman, but Martin Necas struggled in 
both games at Bridgestone Arena. The Canes needed him to 
do something in this series and that something was a pair of 
goals that twice drew Carolina even. 

Necas’ laser beam of a wrist shot whizzed over the glove of 
Juuse Saros in the first period drawing Carolina even. Then 
with 7:05 left in regulation, and just a minute after 
Brind’Amour gave the group a thorough tongue-lashing 
during a time out, the 2nd year speedster produced his 
second highlight reel, wraparound goal of the season and, 
again, the Canes were even on the scoreboard. It was the 
moment of brilliance that the Hurricanes needed to restore 
their balance. 

Maybe too, it will restore Necas to the player he was in 
March when he piled up 7 goals and 17 points in a 13-game 
stretch. 

3-See what happens when bodies get to the net! 

If you count the goal that didn’t, and for the sake of this 
discussion we will, three of the four Hurricanes goals were 
the direct result of bodies in front of the Nashville goal. Wild 
concept, I know. On Necas’ 1st period power play marker 
Sebastian Aho was crowding Saros to the right of the crease 
and the shot squeezed between him and the goalie. On the 
goal that wasn’t, Warren Foegele, Jesper Fast and Jordan 
Staal were all within 10 feet (Foegele much closer, 
obviously) of the net. And, it was the Captain’s net-front that 
helped create the rebound that he eventually batted home in 
overtime. 

Midtown Manhattan on a weekday afternoon. That’s the 
ticket to round two. Cause that kind of traffic and the speed 
will eventually deliver the knockout punch. Maybe even 
tomorrow night.
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Game 5 Recap: Canes Storm Back to Top Predators in Overtime 

Necas nets two, Staal scores game-winner early in OT 

By Michael Smith 

Third time's a charm. 

In the third consecutive overtime game of this First Round, 
the Carolina Hurricanes bested the Nashville Predators 3-2 
to take a 3-2 series lead. 

Jordan Staal potted the game-winning goal 123 seconds into 
overtime, while Martin Necas tallied twice in regulation. 

"It was fun. Overtime, obviously, but at home, especially with 
what we've gone through the last couple of games, to get a 
big one like that felt really good," Staal said. "We've still got 
some work to do, but it felt good." 

The Difference in Overtime 

Who better to score A Big Goal than The Big Fella himself? 

Jordan Staal, who recorded 16 goals in the regular season, 
netted his fourth goal in five games at the 2:03 mark of 
overtime in four-on-four play. Jaccob Slavin went D-to-D with 
Brett Pesce, who put a wrist shot on net with Staal providing 
traffic in front. Juuse Saros bodied down the shot and knifed 
the rebound, popping the puck into the air. Staal whacked at 
the puck and got just enough of it to slip a bouncer through 
Saros. 

Staal raced into the corner and then turned back toward the 
ice, spreading his arms wide, the intensity radiating off his 
face. 

"I just wanted some bear hugs from the fellas," he said. 

Ain't that the truth. 

"You see the emotion he had in the end. He doesn't always 
show it, but that's the emotion he puts into every single thing 
he does," Slavin said. "He's a great leader on and off the ice. 
He's a beast on the ice, and off the ice he's a great guy, 
great leader and great teammate who is willing to do 
whatever it takes." 

After two games of double overtime disappointments, after 
two periods of frustrating hockey where not much seemed to 
bounce the Canes way, after working and working and 
working for a bounce, Staal and the Canes got one. 

"It's just nice to get rewarded," Staal said. "We've been 
working for those, and I'm glad we got one tonight." 

"At the end of the day, it was good that we got rewarded 
tonight," head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We finally got a 
bounce, something that went our way that we haven't had all 
series. I think that was nice." 

The Difference in Regulation 

"Y'all having a good time out there?" Pitbull's "Don't Stop the 
Party" asked, as it blared inside PNC Arena. But, no, the 
Canes were not having a good time. 

Down 2-1 with eight minutes and change to play in the 
regulation, their season seemingly hanging in the balance, 
the Canes had played arguably their worst 11 minutes of the 
series. They were getting out-shot 5-2 in the period by a 
Nashville club that was clogging up the neutral zone and 
stymieing any sort of offense the Canes were trying to 
generate. The problem was, the Canes also weren't 
establishing the game they had in the first 40 minutes, either. 

"We were running out of time. We were stagnant," Staal said. 
"The energy was kind of getting low. We needed a push from 
everybody. Going up and down the bench, we needed 
everyone to give a little more." 

Brind'Amour let the bench know. 

"We had a great game going, and in the third period, that 
was our worst 10 minutes. We were just not doing what we 
had to do," Brind'Amour said. "We had to get back to doing 
what we do. That was it." 

And the bench responded. 

"We're a team that likes to get pucks to the net and grind 
down low. We weren't doing that," Slavin said. "He was just 
saying, 'This is what our year is coming down to. We're either 
going to take advantage of it or we're going to have all this 
work we've done all year for nothing.' Guys were ready and 
responded well." 

Enter Martin Necas, delivering the biggest goal of his career 
when the Canes needed something - anything. 

Remember his goal on March 25 in Columbus? Think that - 
exactly that, more or less - but on a much bigger stage. 

From the neutral zone, Necas cranked up the engines and 
motored through a flat-footed Filip Forsberg and a reaching 
Ryan Johansen. Once into the offensive zone, he sped past 
Matt Duchene circled behind the cage and buried a wrap-
around shot from down on his knees. 

"Nechy obviously has some great talent. He found a way to 
get us going," Staal said. "A talent like that can change a 
game. He had an unbelievable game." 

The goal, Necas' second of the game scored with 7:05 left in 
regulation, breathed life back into the Canes. 

"We definitely have talent," Brind'Amour said. "The talent got 
us back in the game. Basically, a solo effort, and that got us 
back to having a chance to win the game." 
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Let's not overlook Necas' first of the game, either, which he 
scored on the team's first power-play opportunity not even 
three minutes after Roman Josi floated a point shot off 
Steven Lorentz and Yakov Trenin to open the scoring. 

After having one shot denied from atop the right circle, 
Necas got the puck on his stick again and cranked a wrist 
shot past Saros to tie the game at one in the first period. 

"He's a special player, and he's been playing like that all 
year," Slavin said. 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: Jaccob Slavin returns 

What a difference having Jaccob Slavin back in the lineup 
makes, right? That shouldn't be a surprise, though, 
considering Slavin is one of the elite defensemen in the 
National Hockey League. 

"It's awesome to get back out there and battle with the guys. 
They've been battling hard this whole series," Slavin said. 
"We got a huge win. That's all that matters." 

After missing the last three games with a lower-body injury, 
Slavin returned and logged a game-high 26:08 of ice time. 
He chipped in an assist on Necas' game-tying goal in the 
third period and added two hits and a blocked shot. Slavin 
now has 14 points (1g, 13a) in 25 career playoff games, the 
most points in franchise history by a defenseman in his first 
25 postseason games. 

Minus: What is goaltender interference? 

Anyone? Anyone? 

Staal seemed to have tied the game at two in the second 
period, a point shot that ricocheted off his skate and in, but 
after a coach's challenge from Nashville, the goal was wiped 
off the board. Why? Here's the official explanation from the 
NHL's Situation Room: 

"Carolina's Warren Foegele impaired Juuse Saros's ability to 
play his position in the crease prior to Jordan Staal's goal. 
The decision was made in accordance with Rule 69.1 which 
states, in part, 'Goals should be disallowed only if: (1) an 

attacking player, either by his positioning or by contact, 
impairs the goalkeeper's ability to move freely within his 
crease or defend his goal.'" 

But you be the judge. 

Saros had to get to his left to make the save, but it's not 
Foegele who prevents him from moving laterally - it's Roman 
Josi, his own defenseman. 

Let Brind'Amour take it from here. 

"I get why they called goalie interference. Foegs was there 
initially. And had that shot come initially, I think it's goalie 
interference, but it didn't come initially. Then, [Foegele] gets 
out and their guy (Josi) clearly pushes him and interferes 
with the goalie. It's not our guy. There's no chance [Saros] is 
making that save anyway," he said. "There needs to be a 
little more common sense on that in my opinion. It's clearly 
their guy preventing the goalie from making the save, not our 
guy. That's my take on it. I got a different explanation on it. It 
is what it is." 

It is what it is, indeed. 

Stats Pack 

1: For the first time in franchise history, the Canes have 
played three consecutive overtime games in the postseason. 
The Canes are now 24-17 in playoff overtime games and 13-
8 at home. 

2: Staal's game-winning goal was the second playoff 
overtime goal of his career, both of which have come with 
the Canes. His first came 4:04 into overtime in Game 1 of the 
Second Round against the New York Islanders in 2019. 

Quote of the Night 

"We knew we had to do whatever it takes to come away with 
the win. This is a huge win." - Jaccob Slavin 

Up Next 

It's back to Nashville, where the Canes can close out this 
series in Game 6, a late 9:30 p.m. ET puck drop on 
Thursday.
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Hurricanes defeat Predators in OT in Game 5, take series lead 

Staal wins it on 4-on-4 at 2:03; Necas scores twice for 
Carolina 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Jordan Staal scored 2:03 into overtime, 
and the Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Nashville 
Predators 3-2 in Game 5 of the Stanley Cup First Round at 
PNC Arena on Tuesday. 

Staal batted the puck out of the air after goalie Juuse Saros 
stopped a shot from the point by Brett Pesce. The goal came 
20 seconds after Alexandre Carrier was called for 
interference, which ended a Predators power play. 

"I was fortunate enough, I easily could have whiffed on that 
one," Staal said. "I think I got my shaft on it. I was just 
swinging at it and I got a good bounce." 

Martin Necas scored twice, and Alex Nedeljkovic made 23 
saves for Carolina, which is the No. 1 seed from the Discover 
Central Division and leads the series. 

"I think we got rewarded tonight," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "We finally got a bounce, something that 
went our way that we really haven't had this series. It's that 
kind of goal you have to have every night." 

Yakov Trenin scored twice, and Saros made 34 saves for 
Nashville, the No. 4 seed, which had won the previous two 
games each in double overtime.  

"I thought it was a hard-fought battle," Predators coach John 
Hynes said. "Unfortunately, tonight we didn't come out on the 
right end of the stick. But [I'm] proud of the way we played. 
We're in a series, so it's on to Game 6." 

Teams that win Game 5 after a 2-2 tie are 213-58 (78.5 
percent) winning a best-of-7 Stanley Cup Playoff series. 
Game 6 is at Nashville on Thursday (9:30 p.m. ET; NBCSN, 
SN360, TVAS, BSSO). 

Trenin gave the Predators a 1-0 lead at 11:44 of the first 
period. After Jani Hakanpaa couldn't clear the Hurricanes 
zone, Roman Josi took a slap shot from the left point that hit 
Carolina forward Steven Lorentz before fluttering in off 
Trenin. 

"It's such a tight series," Josi said. "There's a lot of chances 
on both sides, and they just found a way to score in OT 

tonight. It's a tough loss for us, but we're still in the series 
and we have to go home and win one." 

Necas tied it 1-1 at 14:21 with a wrist shot from the top of the 
right circle on the power play. 

Trenin scored 53 seconds of the second period to make it 2-
1, finishing a saucer pass from Colton Sissons on a 2-on-1. 
Sissons started the play when he gathered an errant drop 
pass by Pesce in the Predators zone. 

Carolina appeared to tie the game at 12:22 when Jaccob 
Slavin's point shot redirected in off Staal's skate, but Hynes 
challenged the play for goaltender interference, and the goal 
was reversed after a video review. 

Necas was able to tie it 2-2 at 12:55 of the third period. He 
received a pass at Carolina's blue line, skated through two 
defenders in the neutral zone, and held off Matt Duchene as 
he circled the net and tucked a wraparound inside the left 
post. 

"At first, I was for sure looking for somebody else," Necas 
said. "I had a little speed, and I saw that Saros was pretty far 
from his crease. I saw there was an opportunity for that. 
Fortunately, it worked." 

Brind'Amour said, "We definitely have talent, and you're 
going to get one of those Necas goals every seven or eight 
games. The talent got us back in the game, basically a solo 
effort. It got us back to have a chance to win the game." 

Slavin returned to the lineup after missing three games with 
a lower-body injury. He had the primary assist on Necas' 
second goal plus two hits and one block in a game-high 
26:08 of ice time. 

"I definitely get more nervous watching than being out there 
in the action," Slavin said. "But it felt good to get back out 
there tonight and we got a huge win." 

NOTES: Predators forward Viktor Arvidsson missed his third 
straight game with an upper-body injury. ... Staal's goal was 
the second playoff overtime goal of his NHL career. He 
scored in a 1-0 win against the New York Islanders in Game 
1 of the 2019 Eastern Conference Second Round. ... The 
home team has won each game in the series.
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Staal bats puck out of midair to give Hurricanes overtime win in Game 5 

Necas scores on incredible wraparound, Game 6 is slated for 
Thursday 

By Dan O'Leary 

Swing hard in case you hit it. Jordan Staal seems to 
subscribe to that theory, usually applied to baseball or golf. 

The Carolina Hurricanes captain batted a puck out of midair 
and hit it just hard enough to get it into the net to deliver the 
Hurricanes a 3-2 overtime win in Game 5 of the Stanley Cup 
First Round against the Nashville Predators on Tuesday. 

Staal somehow connected with the puck, which was flipped 
up into the air by Predators goalie Juuse Saros making a 
save. 

Staal took a big left-handed swing and got enough on it that 
it seemingly hit Predators captain Roman Josi and still snuck 
past Saros for the winner. 

After the game of course, there was a Playoff Storm Surge. 

Staal's incredible goal wasn't the prettiest of the game 
though. That honor went to Martin Necas. 

Necas did some smooth puck handling from his own zone, 
streaked up the right side of the ice before sneaking a 
wraparound past Saros while falling to his knees. 

Wonder what tricks the Hurricanes will pull out for Game 6.

 

Predators return home for Game 6 facing elimination by Hurricanes 

Plan to 'attack, attack' after OT loss puts them on brink of 
elimination in first round 

By Tracey Myers 

The Nashville Predators are confident despite facing 
elimination after a 3-2 overtime loss to the Carolina 
Hurricanes in Game 5 of the Stanley Cup First Round on 
Tuesday. 

Game 6 of the best-of-7 series is at Nashville on Thursday 
(9:30 p.m. ET; NBCSN, TVAS, SN360, BSSO). The home 
team has won every game in the series. 

"We have a tremendous opportunity to build off what's gone 
on here in the series," Predators coach John Hynes said. 
"We've played well as the series has gone on, another 
overtime game tonight. As usual, been in these situations 
before, I think we're programmed, we're ready, our guys 
respond. We'll certainly be ready to go for Game 6." 

Teams that trail 3-1 are 29-292 (9.0 percent) winning a best-
of-7 NHL series. Nashville has won one of 10 series trailing 
by that margin, and Carolina has won all seven of the series 
it has led. 

"The crowd always gives us an extra boost and we know it's 
going to be rocking. We have to go home and win one at 
home," Predators captain Roman Josi said. "It was a tight 
game again (on Tuesday). We battled, we worked hard, I 
liked our team's effort. It just didn't go our way tonight." 

The Predators led 2-1 with 7:05 remaining in the third period, 
before Hurricanes forward Martin Necas scored a 
wraparound goal to tie it 2-2.  

Carolina forward Jordan Staal knocked the puck out of the 
air for a 4-on-4 goal 2:03 into overtime. 

"It was fun. Overtime, obviously, at home, especially with 
what we've gone through the past couple games," Staal said. 
"To get a big one like that felt really good, but we've still got 
some work to do." 

Forward Yakov Trenin, who scored the Predators goals in 
Game 5, said they need to be relentless in Game 6. 

"Play as we've played in home games," he said. "Always put 
pressure on them, don't let them get out of the zone. Put 
them on their heels. Just attack, attack." 

Nashville won Games 3 and 4 in double overtime after losing 
Games 1 and 2. The Predators were next to last in the 
Discover Central Division on March 15 then went 18-6-1 in 
their final 25 games to qualify for the Stanley Cup Playoffs as 
its No. 4 seed. 

They won Games 6 and 7 against the Anaheim Ducks in the 
2016 Western Conference First Round. 

"A couple of adjustments, but I know our guys will be ready 
to go," Hynes said. "You take the things out of this game. 
There are certainly some things we did really well, certainly 
things we can do better. The thing I like about the group, as 
you've seen over the last 2 1/2 months, when we're in 
situations like this, is our ability to refocus, put it behind us, 
get better."
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Staal scores in OT, lifts Hurricanes past Predators 3-2 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Coach Rod Brind’Amour figured the 
puck would eventually have to bounce the right way for his 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Fittingly, his captain was ready when it did. 

Jordan Staal scored off a rebound at 2:03 of overtime to give 
the Hurricanes a 3-2 come-from-behind victory over the 
Nashville Predators on Tuesday night, pushing Carolina to a 
3-2 lead in the first-round playoff series. 

Staal was jostling for position just outside the crease when 
Brett Pesce fired a shot toward Juuse Saros, who made the 
stop and poked the puck forward. But Staal batted it out of 
the air and past Saros into the net. 

Staal gave a yell and immediately skated backward with his 
arms outstretched until he reached the boards, where his 
teammates mobbed him in front of a roaring home crowd of 
12,000. 

“Not a whole lot of thoughts going through my mind besides 
just wanting some bear hugs from the fellas,” Staal said. 

Staal’s score ended what was the third straight game to go to 
extra time, with the Predators winning a pair of grueling 
double-overtime contests in Games 3 and 4 in the best-of-
seven series. This one, however, moved the Hurricanes 
within a win of closing it out and advancing in the 
postseason. 

They’ll get that chance on the road in Game 6 on Thursday 
night. 

Martin Necas scored twice for Hurricanes, who flirted with 
becoming the first team to lose on home-ice in the series. In 
addition to trailing midway through the third period, they had 
a second-period goal disallowed after a Nashville challenge 
for goaltender interference.  

“I think we got rewarded tonight,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s 
the way I look at it. We finally got a bounce, something that 
went our way that we really haven’t had this series. So I think 
that was nice.” 

Yakov Trenin scored twice to lead the Predators’ offense. 
Saros finished with 34 saves after racking up 110 stops 
through the two double-overtime wins that knotted the series 
at 2-2. 

Once again, he repeatedly turned away clean looks by the 
Hurricanes while his teammates clogged up lanes to block 
shots or frustrate Carolina’s ability to get traffic in front of 
Saros above the crease until Staal did for the winner. 

“It’s a tough loss for us,” Predators defenseman Roman Josi 
said. “I mean, I think in the third we kind of were in control of 
the game and they obviously score. Like I said before, it’s 
such a tight series. ... They just found a way to score in OT 
tonight.” 

NECAS’ NIGHT 

Necas made a terrific individual effort to get Carolina back in 
this one. 

He charged up the ice on a one-man push, speeding past 
Matt Duchene to get behind the net and beat Saros with a 
wraparound score to tie it at 12:55 of teh third, sending a jolt 
through the Hurricanes lineup and rowdy home crowd. 

Necas’ first goal came when he buzzed a puck over Saros’ 
left shoulder for the first-period score on the power play. 

DISALLOWED GOAL 

The Hurricanes’ frustrations against Saros only grew when 
they finally beat the goaltender, only to see the goal nixed. 

On the play, Carolina top defenseman Jaccob Slavin — back 
in the lineup for the first time since Game 1 — fired a shot 
from near the blue line that bounced off Staal’s right skate 
and into the net to tie it at 2-2 in the second. 

But after a replay review, officials overturned the goal. The 
ruling was Carolina’s Warren Foegele — who had touched 
Saros near the front right of the crease — impaired Saros’ 
ability to play his position back to his left as he tried to slide 
through a standing teammate in Josi. 

MORE FANS 

The Predators announced Tuesday morning that the NHL 
has approved their request to increase their home capacity 
for Game 6 to 14,107 fans. That will be up roughly 2,000 
from the Games 3 and 4 capacity in Bridgestone Arena. 

“I think we’re programmed, we’re ready,” Nashville coach 
John Hynes said. “Our guys respond. I think we’ll certainly be 
ready to go for Game 6 and really excited about the 
opportunity we have in front of us here.” 

STORM WARNING 

Country music singer and past “American Idol” winner Scotty 
McCreery, from nearby Garner, sounded the pregame storm-
warning siren for when they Hurricanes take the ice for home 
games. 

North Carolina Central men’s basketball coach LeVelle 
Moton and former North Carolina basketball star Tyler 
Hansbrough — the Tar Heels’ all-time scoring and 
rebounding leader — sounded the siren during the 
intermissions. 
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Hurricanes survive overtime, take Game 5 and series lead 

By Marisa Ingemi  

For the third consecutive game, the Predators and 
Hurricanes went to overtime. 

This time, the result was different. 

Jordan Staal barely tapped the puck past Nashville goalie 
Juuse Saros early in overtime to give the Hurricanes a 3-2 
win and a 3-2 series lead heading back to Nashville for 
Game 6. 

Martin Necas tied the score at 2-2 with under nine minutes to 
play in the third period after Nashville’s Yakov Trenin scored 
twice to make up the Preds offense. 

It was Necas’ second tally of the game as well, with each 
goal garnering an assist from a defenseman; first it was 
Dougie Hamilton and then, in his return, Jaccob Slavin. 

The Predators had taken the last two contests — both on 
home ice in Nashville — in double overtime marathons. 

Back on their own home ice, in front of a near-full crowd, the 
Hurricanes didn’t let it get that far this time; in fact, they 
barely had to play any overtime hockey at all. 

With just 2:03 gone in overtime, Saros poked away a puck 
that found its way in his crease. It went right to Staal at the 
bottom of the circle, and he batted it out of the air for his 
fourth official goal of the postseason. 

That goal counted; the one he almost scored earlier in the 
game did not. 

The puck deflected off of Staal’s skate in the second period 
and into the net, and that would have knotted the score up at 
2-2 before Necas tied it for real in the third. Predators head 

coach John Hynes, who hadn’t attempted a challenge all 
season, wanted an extra look for goalie interference, and the 
goal was wiped off the board. 

Staal will likely take his ultimate tally, though, to send the 
Hurricanes back into a series lead. 

Necas’ goal to tie it was a wraparound past Saros, and one 
of 11 shots the Hurricanes took in the third period. Carolina 
ended up outshooting the Predators 37-25, and outshot them 
in every period, including 2-0 in the brief overtime session. 

The Hurricanes also finally found an answer to their power 
play woes on Necas first goal in the first frame after they had 
struggled throughout the series. 

It’s tough to imagine Carolina losing two more games, 
especially with a potential Game 7 in Raleigh. Game 6 will be 
no cake walk, though, as the Predators proved they are 
formidable on home ice. Even as the Hurricanes came back 
to take Game 5, it was still a strong effort from the Preds on 
the road to bring it to that point. 

Game 6 is Thursday night back in Nashville, and this time 
the Predators backs are against the walls with nowhere to 
go. 

SERIES SCHEDULE 
Game 1: Hurricanes 5, Predators 2 
Game 2: Hurricanes 3, Predators 0 
Game 3: Predators 5, Hurricanes 4 (2OT) 
Game 4: Predators 4, Hurricanes 3 (2OT) 
Tuesday, May 25: Hurricanes 3, Predators 2 (OT) 
Thursday, May 27: Hurricanes at Predators, 9:30 p.m. ET 
(NBCSN) 
*Saturday, May 29: Predators at Hurricanes TBD
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NHL Playoff Buzzer: Maple Leafs build on series lead, Hurricanes win in OT 

By Marisa Ingemi  

Game 4: Maple Leafs 4, Canadiens 0 

After the shock of Game 1, the Maple Leafs have settled in 
and performed as expected. On Tuesday night, it was goalie 
Jack Campbell stepping up and shutting down the 
Canadiens. Alex Galchenyuk also had three points, while 
Jason Spezza had a goal and two assists. Toronto now 
leads the series, 3-1, heading back home to Toronto for 
Game 5. 

Game 5: Hurricanes 3, Predators 2 (OT) 

Another day, another Hurricanes and Predators playoff game 
going into overtime. This time, the result was a bit different, 
and a lot shorter. Carolina needed just 2:03 for captain 
Jordan Staal to bat the puck out of the air in front of and past 
Predators goalie Juuse Saros, and take a 3-2 series lead 
heading back to Nashville for Game 6. 

Three Stars for Tuesday 

1. Jack Campbell, Toronto Maple Leafs 

The young Maple Leafs goalie has surrendered just four 
goals in four games against the Canadiens, and 
backstopped Toronto to a 4-0 Game 4 win. The Leafs lead 
the series 3-1, and Campbell has been a huge part of that. 

On Tuesday, he stopped all 32 shots he faced from the 
Habs. He has a .964 save percentage through the four 
contests and hasn’t allowed more than two goals in any 
game. Tuesday night was his first playoff shutout. 

2. Martin Necas, Carolina Hurricanes 

If Martin Necas had to do everything himself to get the 
Hurricanes back into the series lead, he seemed determined 
to do that. He scored the only two Carolina goals of 
regulation, including tying things up with 12:55 gone in the 
third. That goal forced overtime, which the Hurricanes 
eventually won. 

They were both Necas’ first two goals of the postseason and 
they couldn’t have come at a better time, setting the stage for 
Jordan Staal’s overtime heroics. 

3.Yakov Trenin, Nashville Predators 

The 24-year-old had a breakout playoff performance with two 
tallies in the Preds Game 5 overtime loss to the Hurricanes. 

The second-year forward scored his first two postseason 
goals, the only two Predators goals of the game, in a contest 
that eventually went to overtime. That wasn’t enough for the 
Preds to win, but still a great performance. 

Highlights from Tuesday 

* Jason Spezza went top-shelf to beat Carey Price and put 
the Leafs ahead 2-0 in the second period of their 4-0 win. 

* Trenin beat two Hurricanes defenders in one of his goals 
from his two-score performance. 

Tuesday night stats 

* Joe Thornton‘s goal to make it 3-0 for the Maple Leafs 
made him (41 years, 327 days) the oldest player to tally a 
playoff point in Leafs history. His goal came right after 37-
year-old Jason Spezza scored. 

* Campbell became the first Maple Leafs goalie to shut out 
the Canadiens in the postseason since Johnny Bower in 
Game 2 of the 1967 Stanley Cup Finals. 

* Staal’s overtime winner was the second in his postseason 
career; he also did it in Game 1 of the 2019 Second Round, 
a series the Hurricanes went on to win. 

Wednesday’s NHL Playoff Schedule 

Game 6: Penguins at Islanders (NYI leads 3-2), 6:30 p.m. ET 
– NBCSN (livestream) 
Game 6: Panthers at Lightning (TB leads 3-2), 8 p.m. ET – 
CNBC (livestream) 
Game 6: Golden Knights at Wild (VGK leads 3-2), 9 p.m. ET 
– NBCSN (livestream)
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Recap: Hurricanes find their game in the nick of time in 3-2 OT win 

The scoreboard said 3-2. The series tally says 3-2. It wasn’t 
nearly as straightforward as that. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

For more than 50 minutes, it looked like the rough patch that 
the Carolina Hurricanes have largely avoided this season 
had caught up to them at the worst possible time. But Martin 
Necas was having none of it. 

Necas’ goal with seven minutes remaining rescued the 
Hurricanes from the brink, and Jordan Staal’s marker 2:03 
into overtime allowed the Hurricanes to escape with a 3-2 
overtime win over the Nashville Predators, returning the 
series to Music City on Thursday with a chance to clinch a 
spot in the second round awaiting. 

All night, the Hurricanes struggled with any consistent 
offensive pressure. The goal that got Nashville on the board 
early, a floating point shot from Roman Josi that deflected 
twice and was last touched by Yakov Trenin, was fluky, but 
despite a 10-5 shot advantage the Hurricanes did little more 
than take simple shots on Juuse Saros that they couldn’t 
follow up. Trenin’s goal was reviewed for a high stick – not 
the last time video review would play a role in the night’s 
festivities. 

The power play, though, did look much improved from earlier 
in the series, perhaps not coincidentally with Teuvo 
Teravainen back on the top unit. Necas pulled the 
Hurricanes back even with a snipe from the top of the far 
circle three minutes after Trenin’s goal, and for a little while it 
looked like the Hurricanes may have gotten their legs 
underneath them. 

But any pretense of offensive competence went by the 
wayside on the first shift of the second period. Brett Pesce, 
as reliable a player as the Hurricanes have in the lineup, 
made an ill-advised drop pass that was easily intercepted by 
Colton Sissons. Sissons and Trenin were sprung on a 2-on-
1, and again the Hurricanes were left chasing their tails after 
Trenin gave the Predators their second lead. 

The Hurricanes looked to have tied the game again with six 
minutes remaining in the second, but the Predators’ first 
successful goal challenge of the season brought Jordan 
Staal’s deflection off the board. The league replay room ruled 
that Warren Foegele had interfered with Saros, which...I 
mean, see for yourself: 

The vociferous boos trailed the officials for the rest of the 
period and greeted them as they re-entered the ice for the 

start of the third. But whatever advantage could have been 
gained by the Hurricanes justifiably feeling shortchanged 
was neutralized by a Predators game plan that, as it has for 
the past two games, read the Hurricanes like a book. 

It didn’t help that the Hurricanes couldn’t buy a goal. Andrei 
Svechnikov missed an open net, and Sebastian Aho twice 
was stopped on tap-ins at the doorstep of the goal. 

An early-period roughing penalty to Foegele was killed off, 
but the Hurricanes looked like they were skating in 
quicksand, powerless against the 1-2-2 forecheck that the 
Predators have employed to perfection now for three games 
running.  

At the under-10 timeout in the third period, Rod Brind’Amour 
was red-faced on the bench, imploring his team to play the 
way he – and they – knew they were capable of playing. But 
as the clock ticked down, it became apparent that the 
Hurricanes were going to need a spark of magic from 
somewhere to pull the game back to even terms. 

They got it, thanks to a moment of brilliance by Necas. 

With 7:05 to go, the speedy Czech drove the net and used 
Matt Duchene as an impediment to keep Saros from being 
able to slide across. His wraparound needed full extension, 
but it was all the Hurricanes needed. Suddenly, PNC Arena 
was alive again, and Brind’Amour’s exhortations to his team 
looked like they had paid dividends. 

Saros held the fort against a relentless Hurricanes onslaught, 
the first time all night that the Hurricanes looked like the team 
that had won the Central Division title and one of the first 
times since early in the series. For the third straight game, 
extra hockey was needed to settle the outcome. 

Less than a minute into overtime, Brady Skjei was whistled 
for impeding Mikael Granlund behind the net, putting the 
Predators on their third power play of the game, much to the 
discontent of the crowd and over Skjei’s strident protests. 
The Hurricanes only had to kill 75 seconds of the penalty, 
because Alexandre Carrier nullified the rest of it by 
interfering with Aho in the neutral zone. 

And just 20 seconds after Carrier went to the box, off the 
face-off, Staal ended it on a broken play. Pesce’s point shot 
was batted away by Saros, but the rebound pinball off Staal 
and bounced into the net – just the bounce that the 
Hurricanes needed to escape with a win that looked like it 
was far outside the bounds of possibility for nearly the entire 
night.
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They said it: Staal, Necas, Slavin, Brind’Amour on game five win 

Jordan Staal, Martin Necas, Jaccob Slavin and Rod 
Brind’Amour spoke to the media following a game five win 
over the Nashville Predators.  

By Andrew Schnittker, Alec_Sawyer, and Brian LeBlanc 

They don’t ask how, but how many. Thanks to the return of 
Jaccob Slavin, two goals from Martin Necas and an overtime 
winner from Jordan Staal, the Hurricanes came from behind 
to win game five of their first round series with Nashville 3-2, 
and take a 3-2 lead in the series.  

Staal, Necas, Slavin and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the 
media after the win, here’s a full breakdown of everything 
they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On his address to the team during a third-period TV timeout: 
We had a great game going, and the third period, that was 
our worst 10 minutes. We were just not doing what we had to 
do. It was probably a little frustration on my part more than 
anything, but we just had to get back to doing what we do. 
That was it. You yell and scream a little bit, try to get a little 
emotion on the bench and that was about all.  

On Martin Necas’ talent taking over: We definitely have 
talent, and we’re going to get a goal like that every seven or 
eight games. That’s what happens. But the other part of our 
game is just that grind game that we all have to play this time 
of year. We were doing it great for two period and then for 
that beginning of the third, everyone was just trying to a little 
too much and we didn’t get to it, but the talent got us back in 
the game. Basically a solo effort, and it got us back to have a 
chance to win the game.  

On walking the line and making sure there’s a sense of 
urgency but making sure everyone stays with their game: 
That’s it in a nutshell, trying to figure that out. I thought this 
game, for two periods, was really good. We were doing 
everything we had to do, and everything was going against 
us. No matter what we tried, they get their first goal, float one 
in and it goes in. We finally fought back, and obviously 
there’s a goal that gets taken off the board that you think is a 
goal. What else can happen? But these guys stuck with it, 
and we’re still around, and that’s what’s great.  

On Jordan Staal winning the game by getting in front of 
Saros: He should have had two with the same concept. 
There’s no secret this time of year. You’re going to get one of 
those Necas goals every seven or eight games, they’ve had 
theirs. It’s that kind of goal that you have to have every night. 
That kind of play has to be there every night, at the net, 
grinding it out. 

On the message going into overtime: It is what it is. 
Obviously you’d love to say ‘Hey, let’s get it [quickly],’ but 
you don’t know how it’s going to go. Whatever way it’s going 
to go, that’s the way it’s got to be and we’ll do it anyway. I 
think you’d love to obviously finish it off early if you could, but 
I think at the end of the day, it was good that we got 
rewarded tonight. That’s the way I look at it. We finally got a 
bounce, something that went our way, that we really haven’t 
had this series. So I think that was nice.  

On the Canes getting a goal called back on goalie 
interference in the second period: Here’s the deal. I get why 
they called goalie interference. [Warren Foegele] was there 
initially. Had that shot come in initially, I think it’s goalie 
interference. But it didn’t come initially. So then, he gets out 
and their guy clearly pushes him and interferes with the 
goalie. It’s not our guy. There’s no chance he’s making that 
save anyway. It’s going wide, hits our skate and goes in. 
There needs to be a little more common sense on that, in my 
opinion. That’s clearly their guy preventing the goalie from 
making the save, not our guy. So that’s my take on it. I got a 
different explanation, but it is what it is.  

On having Jaccob Slavin back: That was huge. We’ve 
obviously missed that and even on the game-winning goal, 
he’s out there making a little play that allowed us to get a 
chance. He’s an elite defender and you take that out of 
anybody’s lineup, that’s going to be missed, big time.  

On things finally going the Canes’ way: It’s a belief in what 
you’re doing that it’s going to work out. I think that’s the 
whole key, having that belief in how we have to play. We did 
it for most of that game, and then there were times where we 
didn’t and they had their shots at it. So I think it’s just good 
for the group to obviously get that and know ‘Hey, this is how 
we’ve got to play if we want to be successful.’ 

Jordan Staal 

On the clutch goals: [Necas], obviously, he’s got some great 
talent. He found a way to get us going. They were doing a 
good job of clogging everything up, and we had a tough time 
getting in their end, a tough time of creating offense. A talent 
like that can change a game. He had an unbelievable game 
today. [We were] fortunate enough to get on the right side of 
overtime tonight. 

On where the game ranks on his list of big goals: I don’t 
know, but it was fun. Overtime, obviously, but at home, 
especially with what we’ve gone through the last couple of 
games too. To get a big one like that felt really good. We still 
have some work to do, but yeah, it felt good. 

On his emotion on scoring: Not a whole lot of thoughts were 
going through my mind, besides just wanting some bear 
hugs from the fellas. We’ve been working hard. We had two 
rough ones in overtime that hurt, and not go our way, playing 
well, playing hard. It’s nice to get rewarded. It could have 
been any of us tonight. I thought everyone played well 
enough to get that goal, and I’m happy we got the win. 

On walking the line between urgency and consistency: It’s a 
fine line. [Brind’Amour] did a great job of giving us a bump in 
that third period. We were running out of time, and it looked 
like we were a little stagnant. [Martinook, Lorentz and Fast] 
were out there and had a great shift for us, kind of got us 
going. And then [Necas] with a big goal right after that. When 
the crowd gets into it here, it’s exciting, and it’s tough to stop. 
There’s a fine line of sticking with the program and not 
getting too stagnant, and we really have to start pushing to 
get some more opportunities. 

On what happened on the goal: I’m not really sure, actually. I 
think [Slavin] had it and I was kind of going to the net. I 
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thought I had a step on my guy there, and it went D to D and 
I was just trying to get a good screen. [Pesce] had an 
absolute bomb, and I got a stick on it and it kind of just 
popped up. I started giving it a whack at it. Obviously it was a 
great bounce, but we’ve been working for those and I’m glad 
we got one tonight. 

On Brind’Amour’s sense of timing: We needed a spark. We 
needed to get going. You could tell we were getting a little 
frustrated. They were doing a good job of slowing the game 
down. We weren’t creating much, so the energy was kind of 
getting low. We needed a push from everybody, and going 
up and down the bench, we needed everyone to give a little 
more. That line came out big for us right after that, and 
obviously [Necas] with a big goal. I felt like we took off from 
there. 

On his scoring touch around the net: I mean, you’re taking a 
swing at it. In this league, obviously, sometimes with the ice 
the puck bounces a lot. Guys have great hand-eye, including 
around the net. I was fortunate; I could have easily whiffed 
on that one. I’m glad I think I got my shaft on it, but I was 
kind of swinging at it and got a good bounce. 

Martin Necas 

On it being fitting that Staal got the winner: Honestly, he had 
a great regular season, and I think he’s having an even 
better playoffs. He’s a true leader. We have a really good 
team, and he’s a real leader of us.  

On getting the overtime win after two straight double-
overtime losses: It was huge. Maybe we were a little bit 
nervous. You could see that in the third period. We didn’t 
play our best, but somehow we got the goal and in OT that 
was huge. We needed that, and we are so happy to be up 3-
2.  

On if he was thinking wraparound on his game-tying goal or 
if that’s how the play developed: It was coming quick. First I 
was for sure looking for someone else or a shot, but then I 
saw that I had a lot of speed and Saros was pretty far from 
his crease. I already tried it a couple times in the regular 
season, and I saw there was an opportunity for that. 
Fortunately it worked.  

On him deciding to just try to make something happen on his 
second goal: We were down 2-1. Usually you don’t want to 
make a turnover on the blue line. I saw that I had a lot of 
speed. I think it was [Filip] Forsberg, he’s a forward, so it’s 
always a little easier against forwards than against D-men on 
the blue line. I tried him, and fortunately I went through and 
what happened happened.  

On what Brind’Amour said to the team right before his 
second goal: He wasn’t really happy with our performance in 
the third period. I think in 10 or 15 minutes we had like two 
shots on the goal, or something like that. When we’re down 

2-1 and we’re playing like that, of course he doesn’t like that. 
He just tried to fire us up a little bit, and I guess it worked.  

Jaccob Slavin 

On how he felt and on what it was like having to watch two 
double-overtime games: First off, it’s awesome to get back 
out there and battle with the guys. They’ve been battling hard 
this whole series so far. Watching the games, I don’t like it. 
That’s for sure. I definitely get more nervous watching than 
being in the action. But no, it felt good to get back out there 
tonight. Obviously we got a huge win, so that’s all that 
matters.  

On if it felt like it was going to take some great individual 
efforts to break through and on getting those efforts: It wasn’t 
our best game tonight. I think we got away from what makes 
us successful a little bit there. Obviously [Necas] had a great 
goal in the third to tie it up. He’s a special player, and he’s 
been playing like that all year. That’s huge, but we’ve just got 
to go back to Nashville and play the way that we know how 
to play and hopefully come away with a win there.  

On being captained by Staal: It’s awesome. You see the 
emotion he had there at the end. He doesn’t always show it, 
but that’s the emotion he puts into every single thing he 
does. He’s a great leader on and off the ice. He’s a beast on 
the ice. Off the ice, he’s just a great guy. He’s a great leader, 
a great teammate. He’s willing to do whatever it takes. I’m 
thankful I don’t have to play against him down low in the 
corners. I’m thankful he’s on our side.  

On the mood in the locker room heading into overtime: We 
knew we had a lot better to give. Our third period wasn’t 
great. Obviously we got the goal from [Necas], which was 
huge. But we knew we had better to give. We knew we had 
to do whatever it takes to come away with the win. This is a 
huge win. The mood was positive. We knew what we needed 
to do. We have the guys in that locker room to rally together 
and come out and get it done. That’s what happened tonight.  

On the disallowed goal and on his reaction and what was 
said on the bench to move on: I Exactly. I think that’s what 
my reaction was, just ‘oh well, we’ve got to go back out and 
try to do it again.’ The guys competed. On the bench it was 
just ‘do it again. Do it again.’ And to keep grinding. That’s 
what we did tonight.  

On what Brind’Amour said to the team before the Necas 
goal: I think we had two shots up until that point in the period. 
Obviously we’re a team that likes to get a lot of pucks to the 
net. We like to grind down low. We weren’t doing that that 
period. He was just saying ‘this is what the year is coming 
down to. We’re either going to take advantage of it, or we’re 
gonna have all this work that we’ve done all year for nothing.’ 
Guys were ready and responded well.

  

 

 

 

 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 26, 2021 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article251669723.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article251681588.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251683788.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251670468.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251686973.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251686813.html 

https://theathletic.com/2613455/2021/05/26/rexrode-predators-had-game-5-in-hand-and-no-officiating-rant-can-change-that/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/05/hurricanes-finally-get-edge-in-ot-take-3-2-series-lead/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/air-chiller-could-allow-thousands-more-fans-to-attend-hurricanes-games/19696135/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-o-captain-my-captain-staal-s-heroics-provide-poetic-lift-for-canes/19696947/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/game-5-recap-canes-storm-back-to-top-preds-in-overtime/c-325007066 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nashville-predators-carolina-hurricanes-game-5-recap/c-324663798 

https://www.nhl.com/news/hurricanes-jordan-staal-bats-in-overtime-goal-to-win-game-5/c-325006298 
https://www.nhl.com/news/predators-face-elimination-after-overtime-loss-to-hurricanes/c-325007380 

https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-hockey-nhl-sports-f8b268d945eab468d54a31e198dc5942 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/05/25/hurricanes-survive-overtime-take-game-5-and-series-lead/ 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/05/25/nhl-playoff-buzzer-maple-leafs-build-on-series-lead-hurricanes-win-in-ot/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/25/22453991/carolina-hurricanes-game-recap-game-5-nhl-playoffs-nashville-predators-martin-necas-jordan-

staal 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/26/22454219/carolina-hurricanes-jordan-staal-martin-necas-jaccob-slavin-rod-brindamour 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1214090 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

It took the skill of 22-year-old to unlock the Predators and help the Canes 
take control 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-The coach spoke and the 22-year-old listened. Down a goal as 
the third period wound down, the Carolina Hurricanes saw their season 
slipping away, the end approaching all too quickly, and Rod Brind’Amour 
decided it was time to make one last stand. 

During a television timeout with nine minutes to go, he moved up and 
down the bench, red-faced, arms waving, imploring his team not to let all 
their hard work this season go to waste. Martin Necas took matters into 
his own hands. 

Only moments later, Necas took the puck at his own blue line, right in 
front of Brind’Amour on the Hurricanes’ bunch, blew past two Nashville 
Predators in the neutral zone, turned the corner on another on his way to 
the Nashville net, circled behind it and stuck a wraparound behind Juuse 
Saros, an extraordinary individual effort to tie the score and force 
overtime. 

After two straight double overtime losses, Jordan Staal needed just 104 
seconds to swat a rebound out of the air for a 3-2 win and send the 
Hurricanes back to Nashville for Game 6 on Thursday -- not staving off 
elimination but with a chance to clinch, and it was the incredibly skilled 

winger and the coach with a sense of when his team needed a kick in the 
butt who put them in that position. 

“We definitely have talent and we’re going to get a goal like that every 
seven or eight games,” Brind’Amour said. “That happens. The other part 
of our game is that grind game that we have to play this time of year. We 
did that for two periods. The talent got us back in the game. Basically a 
solo effort got us back to have a chance to win the game.” 

The Hurricanes have spent so much of this series grinding away like a 
hamster on a wheel, skating furiously and getting nowhere, only for every 
little mistake to end up in the back of their own net. The Predators have 
made all the big plays, got both double-overtime goals and pushed the 
Hurricanes to the brink Tuesday night. 

Brind’Amour, as a captain, always had a sense of when he needed to 
stand up and speak, and it wasn’t as often as you might think. This was 
one of those moments. A lot of that is conducted behind closed doors as 
a coach, but this time it was on display for everyone to see. So were the 
effects. 

“He was just saying, this is what our year is coming down to,” said 
Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin, back in the lineup for the first 
time since Game 1. “We’re either going to take advantage or we’re going 
to have all this work we’ve done for nothing.” 

Necas scored almost immediately, his second of the game, and from the 
Hurricanes’ perspective that should have been the winner long before 
Staal’s overtime heroics. A would-be tying goal was disallowed at the end 
of the second period, when Warren Foegele made glancing contact with 
Saros just inside the crease before Roman Josi then piled on top of his 
own goalie. 
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Foegele wasn’t the reason Saros couldn’t get to the puck as it deflected 
off Staal’s skate, but by the letter of a very stupid NHL rule, everything 
that happened after Foegele and Saros came together in the blue paint 
was immaterial. Josi could have given Saros a bear hug, it wouldn’t have 
mattered. 

The NHL, like the NFL once did with the catch rule, continues to engage 
in this theater of the absurd, attempting to enforce a subjective concept 
objectively through replay review, which is how plays that seem like 
obvious goalie interference are judged to be OK and plays like this one 
where the goalie was clearly impeded by a player from his own team are 
not. 

Not that the hermeneutics of it were any consolation to the Hurricanes or 
their fans, but Necas’ goal certainly was. 

At 22, there’s still so much hockey in front of him, and while the book 
remains open on whether he’ll be the top-six center the Hurricanes 
drafted him to be or just a very skilled winger, he also showed Tuesday 
what a valuable niche that can be, a forward whose speed can be a 
game-breaking weapon but still has the skill to be a threat when moving 
more slowly. 

It took that kind of individual brilliance to unlock the Predators, because 
nothing else the Hurricanes were doing worked. 

“(Necas) obviously has some great talent and he found a way to get us 
going,” Staal said. “They were doing a good job of clogging everything 
up. We had a tough time getting in their end, a tough time creating. 
Talent like that can change a game.” 

The Predators have collapsed around Saros and blocked shots and 
cleared rebounds. They’ve made the Hurricanes look like a finesse team 
with more skill than grit. And in a series that continues to be impossibly 
close -- within a goal or tied for 359:55 of the 372:48 played -- they have 
made nearly every big play. 

But not Tuesday, when a coach, a captain and a kid combined to turn a 
game, and a series, around. 
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Was it the right call? The Canes overcame a goal called back for goalie 
interference 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

RALEIGH -- A penalty for interfering with the goalie used to be as simple 
as blue and white: Hit the keeper in his protected net-front area to 
influence a goal being scored, you get a penalty. 

Tuesday in Game 5 against the Predators, the Hurricanes thought they’d 
tied the game at the 12:22 mark of the second period when the puck 
ping-ponged through a gaggle of players in front of Preds keeper Juuse 
Saros and into the back of the net. 

Jordan Staal, who’d last touched the puck, led the celebration. Warren 
Foegele joined him, in unison with 12,000 white-towel waving, chest-
thumping, red-and-black-clad partisans at PNC Arena. 

Then, trepidation. For the first time all season, Nashville coach John 
Hynes challenged the play on the grounds of goaltender interference. 

You read that right: Hynes hadn’t challenged a play for goaltender 
interference all season. 

But he did on Tuesday. 

A close look at the replay shows Foegele backing toward Saros at the 
top of the blue paint. The two made incidental contact, well before the 
puck started its circuitous path through the enclave. Preds defender 
Roman Josi boxed Foegele out, but in doing so, backed into his own 
goalie, further inhibiting his ability to see -- and react to -- the bounding 
puck. 

Josi had a far greater impact on Saros’ inability to see or stop the goal. 
But NHL officials -- and not those in the building, this went further up than 
that -- saw it differently. 

“Carolina’s Warren Foegele impaired Juuse Saros’s ability to play his 
position in the crease prior to Jordan Staal’s goal,” the NHL said. 

The Canes’ faithful, having seen multiple angles of the same replay on 
the big screens in the arena, buzzed with confidence before the 
announcement. 

They were irate in its aftermath. For the balance of the second period, at 
every whistle, a chorus of boos seamlessly followed each whistle. 

While it’s fair to be irate because the team had a crucial, possibly series-
defining goal disallowed, is there a good case that the call was wrong? 

Here is the passage from the NHL rule book of Rule 69.1: “The 
goaltender interference rule is based on the premise that an attacking 
player is interfering with the ability of the goalie to make a save. Goals 
will only be disallowed if an attacking player, either by his positioning or 
by making contact with the goalie, interferes with the goalie’s ability to 
freely move in the crease/defend the goal, or a player initiates deliberate 
contact with the goaltender, within in the crease or out of it.” 

In its interpretation, the NHL is weighing the ability to move in the crease 
more heavily than the spirit of the rule appears to imply. While Foegele 
only briefly backed into the crease, he did in fact make contact with 
Saros, inhibiting the goaltender’s ability to freely move in the crease. 

But, Foegele’s apparent effect on Saros had little to do with the puck 
bounding off bodies in front and finding the back of the net, and certainly 
no more than Josi, who could have danced the tango with Saros across 
the blue paint. 

That’s what Brind’Amour saw, too. 

“I get why they called goalie interference,” Brind’Amour said. “(Foegele) 
was there initially. Had that shot come in initially, I think it’s goalie 
interference. But it didn’t come initially. So then, he gets out and their guy 
clearly pushes him and interferes with the goalie. It’s not our guy. There’s 
no chance he’s making that save anyway. It’s going wide, hits our skate 
and goes in.” 

To be fair, it’s irked a lot of people across the league, most of whom don’t 
cry foul at a single play specifically, rather an apparent inconsistency in 
the way the rule is applied. 

“There needs to be a little more common sense on that, in my opinion,” 
Brind’Amour continued. “That’s clearly their guy preventing the goalie 
from making the save, not our guy ... I got a different explanation, but it is 
what it is.” 

None of that helped the Hurricanes in the moment, nor did it help the 
12,000 strong (and thousands more watching on TV) who booed their 
disapproval at every whistle, and held their breath at every future 
Carolina rush. 

Martin Necas’ second goal of the night at 12:55 of the third period 
ensured the goal reversal wouldn’t factor as heavily into the final 
outcome, but instead of a go-ahead tally, it simply forced a third 
consecutive overtime between the teams. 

The Canes, despite the setback in the second frame, now have two 
chances to close out the Predators, beginning Thursday with Game 6 in 
Nashville, thanks to a goal from Staal in overtime that did count. 
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While the Canes’ ability to finish the opening series in these Stanley Cup 
playoffs doesn’t hinge on a single play, the balance of Game 5 on 
Tuesday certainly felt like it did. 
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After another overtime game, Canes have a chance to close out the 
Preds in Game 6 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Overtime again? Of course, overtime again. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Nashville Predators now are locked up in 
playoff series so intense and tight that 60 minutes are no longer enough 
to decide a winner. 

This night, the Canes were the winners. Jordan Staal’s goal at 1:44 of the 
first overtime lifted Carolina to a 3-2 victory in Game 5 at pulsating PNC 
Arena. 

After winning the first two games of the best-of-seven series at PNC 
Arena, the Canes went to Nashville and twice were beaten in grueling 
double-overtime games. They were eager to get back home in front of 
their crowd in Game 5, which was rumbling Tuesday, and now go back to 
Nashville for Game 6 on Thursday with a 3-2 lead and the chance to 
close it out. 

Forward Martin Necas scored twice for the Canes. His first goal, on a 
first-period power play blast, tied the score 1-1. His second was much 
bigger: a quick wraparound score at 12:55 of the third for a 2-2 tie. 

Early in overtime, Canes defenseman Brady Skjei was called for holding 
Mikael Granlund. But the Preds’ Alexandre Carrier then was called for 
interference on Sebastian Aho, and Staal scored on the four-on-four. 

Forward Yakov Trenin, who scored five goals in the regular season, had 
two for the Predators. Trenin had the always important first goal of the 
game, tipping a Roman Josi shot, then scored in the opening minute of 
the second period. 

The Preds took advantage of a Canes turnover -- defenseman Brett 
Pesce’s poor drop pass just inside the Nashville blue line -- and 
converted it into a two-on-one rush and Trenin’s score for the 2-1 lead. 

Soon, things became interesting, and left Canes fans in foul mood. 

Jaccob Slavin, back after a three-game injury absence, got off a shot 
from the point, the puck hitting off Jordan Staal’s skate and into the net 
for an apparent 2-2 tie at 12:22 of the second period. PNC Arena 
erupted, but Preds coach John Hynes challenged the goal, claiming 
goaltender interference. 

The ruling: no goal. Canes fans, having seen replays on the scoreboard, 
did not buy the official explanation that Canes forward Warren Foegele 
was in the crease and had bumped Josi into Saros. 

The fans booed and chanted at the refs the remainder of the period, and 
booed them off the ice when the period ended. 

Necas’ first score, his first of the playoffs, came after a melee in the 
Nashville zone after the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov was boarded by Luke 
Kunin and the two squared off. Others joined before play was stopped -- 
the Canes left with a power play. 

On Necas’ second score, the speedy winger carried the puck down the 
right wing, behind the net and beat Saros with the wrap as defenseman 
Matt Benning took a futile swipe at the puck. 

Updates from earlier in the game: 

SECOND PERIOD: PREDS HOLD LEAD 

The Predators scored in the first minute of the second period for a 2-1 
lead as forward Yakov Trenin scored his second of the game. 

The Canes then tied it at 12:22 of the second -- but didn’t. Jaccob Slavin, 
back in the lineup, appeared to score on a shot from the point, but Preds 
coach John Hynes challenged it, claiming goaltender interference. After 
review, the goal did not stand as Canes forward Warren Foegele was 
ruled to have pushed defenseman Roman Josi into goalie Juuse Saros 
and impeded him from moving freely in the crease. 

That was the ruling but Canes fans did not agree and were especially 
incensed after seeing replays on the big board during the review. The 
fans continued to boo and chant at the refs the remainder of the period. 

After the Canes’ Brett Pesce turned the puck over with a drop pass inside 
the Nashville blue line, the Preds converted a two-on-one rush as Colton 
Sissons -- who picked off the poor Pesce pass -- set up Trenin for the 
goal. Trenin had five goals in 45 games in the regular season and none 
in the first four games of the series. 

Through the first two periods, the Canes had an 18-10 edge in scoring 
chances and twice as many high-danger chances (8-4), according to 
NaturalStatTrick.com. 

FIRST PERIOD: SCORE TIED 1-1 

One question was answered quickly: defenseman Jaccob Slavin would 
play for the Canes. 

After missing three games with a lower-body injury, Slavin was back and 
paired with Dougie Hamilton. They had 10 shifts in the first and Slavin 
was used on the Canes’ penalty kill as the first period ended in a 1-1 tie. 

The Predators notched the first goal of the game, as Roman Josi floated 
a shot from the left point that Yakov Trenin deflected over the head of 
Alex Nedeljkovic, but Martin Necas’ power-play goal tied it. 

Trenin’s goal, with 8:16 left in the first, was reviewed to determine if 
Trenin, who was in the slot, had touched the puck with a high stick. The 
score stood, Trenin’s first career playoff goal. 

Moments later, the Preds’ Luke Kunin boarded Andrei Svechnikov in the 
Preds zone and a fight soon ensued as other players jumped in. Kunin 
and Svechnikov went to the box along with the Preds’ Matt Benning and 
the Canes struck on the power play. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour hinted there might be tweaks to the units 
and had Necas on the top unit instead of Jordan Staal. Necas rifled a 
shot from the right circle with 5:39 left in the first for his first goal of the 
playoffs. Hamilton picked up an assist and was more engaged as the 
period moved on after a spotty start. 

The Canes had 10 shots to the Preds five, holding Nashville without a 
shot on goal in the last seven minutes of the period. 
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After an NHL season played in mostly empty arenas, fans have pushed 
playoffs over the top 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-While the Carolina Hurricanes were preparing for Game 5 on 
the ice on Tuesday morning, a platoon of technicians, pipefitters and the 
like were elsewhere in the building, continuing the complicated process 
of installing the ventilation and dehumidifying equipment necessary to 
allow more than 12,000 fans into PNC Arena. 
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It’s a rush job now, racing to get it all set up in hopes it might be ready in 
time for a potential Game 7 on Saturday, letting the Hurricanes throw the 
doors open to a full house in what would be the most important game of 
the Hurricanes’ season. 

The Hurricanes would obviously prefer it not come to that, and that by 
taking care of business against the Nashville Predators in Tuesday 
night’s Game 5 and Wednesday night/Thursday morning’s Game 6 -- a 
fan-unfriendly 9:30 p.m. ET start in Nashville -- the installation crew 
would have plenty of time to get connected and take airflow 
measurements before the first game of the next series. 

It was all originally planned for June 1, and the tickets for future rounds 
on sale now to season-ticket holders show almost the entire building 
available should the Hurricanes advance. (Nashville will bump to 14,107 
for Game 6.) But it has still been a rush to move more quickly despite all 
the pieces to fit and numbers to crunch to the NHL’s satisfaction, and for 
very good reason. 

If it comes down to one game for everything, and this series has been so 
close it very well could -- within a goal for all but 13 minutes of 16 
endless periods -- at least there’s a chance the Hurricanes could have 
the full, full-throated home-ice advantage they earned in the regular 
season. 

And it matters, perhaps this year more than ever. 

We’ve seen that in this series, how the home teams have fed off their 
very loud crowds, seemingly even more than usual after a season played 
in mostly empty buildings. There’s a newness to it, a sudden novelty, that 
seemed to lift the Hurricanes in the third periods of games 1 and 2 and 
certainly lifted the Predators as games 3 and 4 dragged on .. and on … 
and on. 

The players did a remarkable job of creating their own atmosphere and 
intensity in the otherwise antiseptic playoff bubble hockey last year -- at 
least outside of early elimination games, when teams on the ropes were 
clearly ready to get out -- but there’s really no comparison to this. 

The difference between the environment in Raleigh and Nashville and 
the empty building in Winnipeg last night as the Jets swept the Edmonton 
Oilers was all the more striking now that we’re no longer used to it. 

There’s been a lot of the unexpected in this series, good and bad. The 
Hurricanes only expected to have 6,000 fans in the stands, instead of 
these 12,000 that have sounded like 20,000. That’s good. They thought 
they’d be able to count on Jaccob Slavin’s usual metronomic 
performance on the blue line, but only had him for Game 1. That’s bad. 
(But could change Tuesday night.) 

And they thought after winning the first two games, they had a decent 
chance to complete a sweep in Nashville, or at least bring it back here 
with a chance to close it out. And they did have that chance, only for 
Nashville to score both double-overtime goals and put the series back on 
level terms. 

That opened the door to the possibility of a Game 7, and the Hurricanes 
would need all the help they can get should they end up in that situation. 
There’s still a chance they could get it. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS. NASHVILLE PREDATORS 

What: Stanley Cup playoffs, Game 5 

When: Tuesday, 8 p.m., PNC Arena, Raleigh 

WATCH: BSSO, CNBC 
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Will Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin be on the ice for 
Game 5? Maybe 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

Jaccob Slavin was on the ice Tuesday morning, tangible progress from 
the previous three games but not to the point where Rod Brind’Amour felt 
comfortable saying the essential defenseman would return for Game 5 
that night against the Nashville Predators. 

HIs Carolina Hurricanes blue-line teammate Jani Hakanpaa, at least, was 
more optimistic. 

“It’s a big thing to get him back tonight,” Hakanpaa said. “He’s an 
absolute workhorse out there and he leads by example out there. It’s 
going to be a big thing for us to get him back.” 

From the coach’s perspective, the situation really hasn’t changed. Slavin 
has been a game-time decision for every game of the series, and was 
able to play in Game 1 but not the next three. That will be the case again 
tonight, although this time Brind’Amour said Slavin would take warmups, 
which is a step forward. 

“It’s a good sign,” Brind’Amour said. “We’re hopeful. But he’s got to really 
push it in warmups and we’ll see where he’s at.” 

If Slavin can play, either Maxime Lajoie or Jake Bean would come out of 
the lineup to make way, and Brind’Amour took a moment to complement 
the play of the two playoff rookies under difficult circumstances. 
Hakanpaa, while older, is also seeing his first NHL playoff action. 

“You’re not replacing that guy (Slavin), no matter who we would add,” 
Brind’Amour said. “The fact we were throwing rookies in there, young 
guys who haven’t had any playoff experience, they hung in there. You 
have to give them credit. They did a great job for us. They gave us a 
chance to win both games.” 

NEDELJKOVIC SLATED TO START AGAIN 

Brind’Amour said that there was no reason to change from Alex 
Nedeljkovic in net despite his heavy workload in Game 3 and 4, facing 97 
shots over the two double-overtime losses. 

“If he’s a little worn out, a little tired, then you have to think about it,” 
Brind’Amour said. “But he’s not tired. He played great. There’s really no 
reason to take him out.” 

Only once during the regular season did any of the Hurricanes’ goalies 
start five straight games: James Reimer, from Jan. 30-Feb. 7 after Petr 
Mrazek was injured. Nedeljkovic made his first start of the season in the 
next game, on Feb. 8. 

HISTORY REPEATING 

When Nashville’s Luke Kunin scored 57 seconds in Sunday and then the 
winner in double OT, he became the fourth player in NHL history to open 
the scoring in a playoff game in the first minute and then finish it in 
overtime. 

The most recent prior to Kunin? The Edmonton Oilers’ Fernando Pisani 
at what was then called the RBC Center in 2006 in a 4-3 win over the 
Hurricanes. Pisani scored the opener in Game 5 and the short-handed 
overtime winner to send the series back to Edmonton. 

SHOTS SHOTS SHOTS SHOTS SHOTS 

Juuse Saros’ 58 saves on Sunday ranked 25th in NHL history, dating 
back to 1920. He became the first goaltender to record 50 or more saves 
in consecutive playoff games since the St. Louis Blues’ Curtis Joseph in 
Games 1 and 2 of the 1993 Norris Division finals and only the second 
since 1956. 

“We’ve got to be harder on him,” Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter 
said. “He sees a lot of pucks. You have to give their defense some credit. 
They box out very well. We’ve got to get there.” 
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After 2 double-overtime losses, Canes players help Rod Brind’Amour 
‘pick up the pieces’ 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Brady Skjei of the Carolina Hurricanes had never played in back-to-back 
double-overtime games, at any level of hockey. Neither had Andrei 
Svechnikov. 

Now, both have. And lost both. And expended a lot of energy while losing 
both. 

The Canes’ two losses to the Nashville Predators in the Stanley Cup 
playoffs were frustrating and gut-wrenching. In Game 4 on Sunday, just 
as in Game 3, the Canes were one good shot away from victory, only to 
see the other team make that shot and wildly celebrate after a double-
overtime win. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said he wasn’t quite sure what to expect 
Monday when the team gathered for meetings at PNC Arena to go over 
the planning for Tuesday’s Game 5. 

“The mood was actually better than I thought,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
thought I was going to have to pick up the pieces a little bit and I didn’t. I 
think it was actually the other way around.” 

Brind’Amour and the coaches do not play in the games but invest so 
much in them, emotionally and mentally. It can be draining. The players 
can skate and hit and shoot the puck and compete. The coach can only 
stand behind the bench and take it. 

“That’s a part of coaching and that’s why you probably don’t have long 
careers in it, at least in my opinion,” Brind’Amour said. “Because it does 
take a toll. I said, ‘What did we do wrong, why did we lose the game?’ 
You go through everything. 

“When I played I never blamed the coach for a win or a loss. But now that 
I’m here you definitely feel like, ‘OK, what could we have done 
differently?’ It wears on you. That’s part of the job. It’s not fun, that’s for 
sure.” 

CHANGES TO THE CANES POWER-PLAY UNITS? 

The Canes, back at PNC Arena for Game 5, will have the last change at 
home, allowing Brind’Amour to get more of the matchups he prefers 
against the Predators. There may, or may not be changes to the power-
play units after the Canes’ 0-4 showing Sunday, although Brind’Amour 
said he was generally pleased with the zone time and some of the shots 
generated Sunday. 

Most of the players were off the ice Monday except for those who did not 
play in Sunday’s game. One player not seen: defenseman Jaccob Slavin, 
who has missed the past three games with a lower-body injury that has 
become more troubling with each passing day. 

Brind’Amour did not rule out Slavin for Game 5. Nor did he sound very 
encouraging about the prospect of Slavin playing, saying, “I wait for him 
to come tell me ‘I’m in’ and we’ll pencil him in.” 

‘BASICALLY STARTING OVER’ IN SERIES 

Skjei and Svechnikov sounded generally upbeat Monday. Neither said 
they felt overly taxed physically or fatigued. 

“I’m feeling fine,” said Skjei, who played 39 minutes on Sunday. “I think 
we work hard throughout the season for these kinds of moments. Overall, 
I’m not too tired.” 

Skjei mentioned that Brind’Amour and Bill Burniston, the Canes’ strength 
and conditioning coach, have developed a well-crafted program for 
maintaining the players’ strength and stamina through the season and in 
the playoffs. 

Svechnikov is 21. Most that age need shorter recovery times. With a day 
off the ice, the winger said, he’ll be ready for Game 5. 

“We’re 2-2 and series is basically starting over,” Brind’Amour said. “The 
world’s not caving in. We’re starting over. We’re at home. 

“We felt like we could have won and there’s where it gets tough. You 
have to park it. We’ve moved on and it’s about re-energizing and getting 
excited about the opportunity we have sitting in front of us.” 

OF NOTE 

The Canes on Monday signed forward Blake Murray to a three-year, 
entry-level contract. At the NHL level, the deal will pay Murray $750,000 
in the first two seasons and $775,000 in the third season. He will earn 
$65,000 at the AHL level the first two seasons and $70,000 in the third. A 
sixth-round draft pick in 2019, he will eceive $100,000 in signing 
bonuses. 

Murray, 19, spent the 2020-21 season on loan with Surahammers IF of 
Hockeyettan, the Swedish third league. In 2019-20, he led Sudbury of the 
OHL with 35 goals. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS NASHVILLE PREDATORS 

What: Stanley Cup playoffs, Game 5 

When: Tuesday, 8 p.m., PNC Arena, Raleigh 

WATCH: BSSO, CNBC 
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Rexrode: Predators had Game 5 in hand, and no officiating rant can 
change that 

 

By Joe Rexrode May 26, 2021  

 

The first four games of the Nashville Predators’ postseason roughly 
matched their 2021 regular season, if you want to break that regular 
season into quarters. 

First, some alarming signs. Second, hanging in there a bit more but 
ultimately not getting it done. Third and fourth, figuring it out and 
persevering and learning how to win. And that left it to Game 5 of a 
compelling first-round series Tuesday, back at Carolina’s PNC Arena, for 
the start of a best-of-three finish that still figured to end up in the hands of 
the better team. The better team, or so we have believed. The better 
team, by any credible measure of the entire season. And by quite a 
margin. 

Through 53 minutes of the latest meeting of these foes — whose disdain 
for each other is appropriate for this amount of playoff hockey, tacked on 
to eight regular-season meetings — it was not accurate to call Carolina 
the better team. The Hurricanes were the pressing team. They were the 
disjointed team. They were the team coughing the puck up while the 
Predators were calmly handling that Carolina pressure, the same 
pressure that had engulfed them so many times since January. The 
Preds (one giveaway in 40 minutes, four all night) had it figured out. 

The Canes were the unlucky team, too, watching a Roman Josi loft hit off 
Yakov Trenin’s stick, and maybe a glove or shoulder somewhere in there 
as well, for the first goal of the game. Then, when the Canes thought they 
had tied the score at 2-2 in the second, that equalizer from Jaccob Slavin 
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— the top defenseman, whose absence for most of this series has hurt 
Carolina — was waved off for goalie interference on Warren Foegele. 

Nashville was better, leading, on the verge of taking command of this 
series and bringing it back to almost-full Bridgestone Arena for a 
Thursday clinching attempt. But in these moments in this sport, a tiny 
lapse or two can have giant implications. And that is why the Canes, not 
the Preds, are in position to end this thing. Their 3-2 overtime win to take 
a 3-2 series lead was extremely clutch or extremely not, depending on 
your perspective. 

“It’s tough,” Josi said. “That’s a tough loss for us tonight. … There’s little 
bounces that can make a difference.” 

Also, only fitting in this series and sport, there are calls that can make 
people very angry. 

First, the non-controversial: With Juuse Saros so close to putting the 
finishing touches on another masterpiece, Carolina hero Martin Necas 
zoomed through Nashville’s neutral-zone trap, looking like he had the 
freshest legs on the ice. He beat Matt Duchene and wrapped around 
behind the net from Saros’ left to right. Matt Benning couldn’t arrive on 
time. Saros couldn’t get a good push off the post to get into position as 
he usually does in a flash. The score was tied, for real, with 7:05 left. 

The Canes and their fans were back in it from there, aggressively. And 
this actually ended up being a light night for both teams after double-
overtime dust-ups and 71 extra minutes of hockey in Games 3 and 4 in 
Nashville. Carolina needed only 2:03 of one overtime to win this, on 
another clutch Carolina play and another Nashville mistake. Jordan Staal 
tried to tip a shot past Saros, Saros stopped it but then tried to bat the 
puck away rather than secure it. Staal batted it back, out of midair, and 
the puck trickled underneath Saros and into the net. 

It was euphoria on one side. It was something very different from that on 
the other, though Nashville coach John Hynes kept it measured as usual 
afterward and said of the “tremendous opportunity” to come Thursday: 
“We know what we need to do. We’ve been through this before. That’s 
kind of why you go about your business the way you go about your 
business in the regular season.” 

Hynes avoided, again, any criticism of the officiating, several hours after 
Preds GM David Poile said on 102.5 The Game in Nashville that he 
hopes Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour gets fined for ripping the penalty 
disparity earlier in the series. But the officials managed to make 
themselves a big part of the story again. Was Nashville unfairly given an 
extra minor on a scrum after a Luke Kunin-Andrei Svechnikov encounter, 
leading to Necas’ power-play equalizer in the first period? Maybe. More 
likely if you’re for the Preds. 

Was the goalie interference call on Foegele a weak one? Maybe. More 
likely if you’re for the Canes. For the record and interestingly enough, 
former Preds goalie Chris Mason, on the Preds broadcast on Bally 
Sports, said he thought it was not interference. NBC analyst Pierre 
McGuire said he didn’t see how the goal could possibly stand after 
watching the first replay on the CNBC broadcast. 

And then came overtime. Should Brady Skjei have been called for 
holding Mikael Granlund 56 seconds into the extra session? That’s a 
tough one at that point in the game. But he did hook Granlund’s arm. 
Should Alex Carrier have been called for interference 43 seconds after 
that, ending the Preds’ power play and creating the four-on-four situation 
that led to Staal’s winner? Carrier technically knocked Sebastian Aho 
over with no puck nearby. It also looked like Aho set Carrier up to try to 
draw the penalty and put the S-E-L-L in “embellishment.” 

If you’re for the Canes, you might just call that veteran savvy. If you’re for 
the Preds, you might want to go all Brind’Amour on some refs. You might 
also still be mad at Carrier, because the rookie has to be more aware in 
that moment. 

And that’s really what this is about. There are going to be bad calls, bad 
bounces and good teams in the playoffs. The Preds almost had one in a 
real bind. You make the plays or you don’t. In Carolina, Necas’ saver and 

Staal’s winner represent order restored. In Nashville, a few slight 
mistakes represent opportunity lost. In any place where they care about 
the Stanley Cup, all will agree that you only get so many. 
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Don’t panic, but Game 5 is approaching must-win territory for the 
Hurricanes 

 

By Sara Civian May 25, 2021 

 

It’s been almost two days since a pair of double-overtime losses took the 
Hurricanes from a 2-0 lead to an even series with the Predators, but it 
hasn’t gotten much easier to contextualize. 

Maybe by the end of this article we’ll come to some grand conclusion, but 
I’m not banking on it. And the uncertainty is why it’s been so difficult to sit 
with — a clean slate coming back to Raleigh isn’t the end of the world, 
but I’m not going to sit here and tell you it’s good that the Canes let two 
games that were very much in reach slip away. 

“It’s 2-2, and the series is basically starting over. It’s not, ‘Oh, the world is 
caving in,'” coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It’s about re-energizing and 
getting excited about the opportunity we have sitting in front of us.” 

Maybe that’s all there is to it. But no matter how you spin it, Game 5 on 
Tuesday is in must-win territory. 

At least 20 of you tweeted at me after Sunday’s game asking me to talk 
you off the ledge, then I caught the end of the Hurricanes broadcast 
talking about how the Canes were “too good” for some of the questions 
reporters were asking them in the postgame news conference. 

Here’s the thing, though: The Canes are also too good to lose two in a 
row without being questioned about it. 

So I asked Brind’Amour if he has any big issues with the way his team 
has been playing. 

“I thought we were playing great,” he said. “I felt like we had to play most 
of the game in overtime, it felt like we were in their end. It was just one of 
those things. Eventually, they were going to score if we don’t score, and 
we couldn’t find a way to get one. I love the way our guys are playing.” 

Fair enough. The process was solid, and that shouldn’t change. But 
what’s it going to take for the Canes to “get one”? What can we take 
away from all this to watch out for as the series shifts back to Raleigh? 

The good 

Think about it: A game doesn’t typically go into double overtime if it isn’t 
at least relatively even. Back-to-back double-overtime games imply the 
loser was at least in the game, and the Canes were dominant in terms of 
puck possession and chances for most of Game 4. They had a 61-43 
shot advantage and a 129-72 edge in overall shot attempts. 

“You want better. You feel like you deserve better. It doesn’t work that 
way,” Brind’Amour said. “We have to regroup and come back. It’s cliché, 
but what’s done is done. We’re moving on.” 

And then there was Juuse Saros, who became the second goalie in 
playoff history to save 50 or more shots in consecutive playoff games. 
His 58 saves Sunday were a franchise record. 

And the longer playoff overtime goes on, the more “bounces,” momentum 
and luck factor into the eventual game-winner. 

“Guys can win you games, and that happens,” Brind’Amour said. “But 
over a seven-game series, if you just keep kind of knocking on the door, 
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eventually you’ll get your goals. … We had some good looks and (Saros) 
was good, but we’ve got to find a way to count there.” 

For whatever it’s worth, the Canes have played better on the road than 
the Predators have. There’s a reason you fight to win every game in the 
regular season for seeding in the playoffs. 

None of the Canes players seem too worried, and Brind’Amour seems to 
be the perfect amount of worried. 

Jordan Martinook: “If you watch that game, it’s evident what makes us 
successful. We get in on the forecheck, start rumbling around, take pucks 
to the net. It’s a recipe for success. We’re wearing them down. That’s 
what we want to do. They’re going to score goals, but we need to just 
stick with what we do and what makes us successful. That’s all we need 
to do. We’re right there.” 

Andrei Svechnikov: “There’s nothing to be frustrated about, to be honest. 
I’m confident. We’re going to go there the next two games and show the 
best game to them. It’s going to be a little bit of a different game. We’re 
going to be a little bit fired up, especially when we play in our building 
tomorrow night.” 

Brind’Amour: “I thought I was going to have to pick the pieces up a little 
bit today, and I didn’t. I think it was actually the other way around. It’s a 
tough way to lose when you give everything like that. The guys felt like, 
man, the ice was tilted in our favor, but it just didn’t work out. But you 
have to move on. Whether we won the game or lost, it doesn’t really 
matter. We’ve done this all year. Focus on the day you have. Try to make 
that your best day. Win that day.” 

The bad 

It’s mentally and physically excruciating to play consecutive double-
overtime games on the road with nothing to show for it on the 
scoresheet. Brett Pesce logged 79:43 minutes in the past two, and 107 
minutes in the past three without Jaccob Slavin in the mix. Allotting the 
defensive duties has been and will continue to be rough without the 
Canes’ No. 1 guy, and playing the second- and third-longest games in 
franchise history in the meantime didn’t exactly make that easier. 

These past two games have exposed how important Slavin is in the slot. 
The Predators’ goals were largely coming when they waltzed through the 
slot and Alex Nedeljkovic was left to fend for himself. The Hurricanes had 
an aforementioned menacing lead in overall shots, but according to 
Sportlogiq, Nashville and Carolina were tied with 20 slot shots each in 
Game 4. 

“There’s no question — he’s one of the best players in the league,” 
Brind’Amour said of Slavin. “You take him out of anybody’s lineup and 
you’re going to miss him, especially when you play basically another 
game and a bit, it’s going to show up. So it’s part of it, but injuries are a 
big, big part of playoff hockey, and I think our guys have stepped up 
great that have had to fill in his shoes.” 

Brind’Amour said “hopefully” Slavin will “try” to re-enter the lineup for 
Game 5, but ultimately “he’ll tell us when he feels good.” 

Before the series, I said the Predators’ route to success would be holding 
the Hurricanes off the scoresheet on the power play. That was basically 
the story of the game as the Canes went 0-for-4 Sunday. They got a few 
decent shots off — like Svech from his circle — but they were struggling 
getting passes through with the ease that usually comes naturally. 

Speaking of star power, it’s a rough outlook when you waste a two-goal 
night from Brock McGinn. Frankly, we’re going to need to see a goal from 
Dougie Hamilton here, soon. He and Aho lead the team in shots at 23 
each, so it feels like a matter of time before Hamilton connects — but if 
you’re going to make an impact, the time would be in Game 5. 
Svechnikov did have six shots on goal and a few great chances in 
overtime, but I would’ve liked to see him bury one in his 30:09 on the ice. 
He’s harder on himself than anybody, though. 

“I feel like I’ve got to drive to the net a little bit harder, find that little bit of 
space in front of the net and put the puck in the net,” he said. “It’s easy to 

say that, but we’ve got to do that more as a team, too. Get in front and 
maybe screen or something so we can score those goals.” 

What now? 

OK, fine. Please step back from that ledge, my friends. I still like the 
Canes’ odds in a best-of-three against Nashville, especially with a 
potential Game 7 in Raleigh. 

But respect the Predators, an extremely dangerous opponent, enough to 
know that Game 5 is basically a must-win. 
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Finally, the Nashville Predators had the Carolina Hurricanes. And then 
they didn't  

 

GENTRY ESTES   | Nashville Tennessean 

 

The Nashville Predators and Carolina Hurricanes face off in Game 5 with 
the first round series tied at 2-2. 

This was John Hynes’ vision all along, playing out in nearly 53 minutes of 
unsightly, low-scoring, incredibly tense hockey. 

Long before Tuesday night, back at the start of training camp in early 
January, the Nashville Predators’ coach made clear his ambition: “We 
want to be a group that's hard to play against.” No beauty in it, really. It’s 
more about removing joy for the other guys. 

Sure enough, for most of those 53 minutes, the Carolina Hurricanes 
looked miserable and frustrated and flat-out tired of dealing with the 
pests from Tennessee and their scorching-hot goaltender. 

At that moment, the Preds finally had them. For the first time all series. 
Heck, all season. 

And then they didn’t. 

The flipside to two classic playoff victories at Bridgestone Arena was 
what happened at PNC Arena during Game 5. The Canes sprung to life 
and scored to tie it in the third period. Then it was their turn to get the 
overtime goal and a pivotal 3-2 victory, inching one game ahead in this 
enthralling series that heads back to Nashville for Thursday night’s Game 
6. 

The Preds aren’t out of it. They let one get away in Game 5, though. 
That’s the second time I’ve written that in this series. I wrote after Game 
2 that failing to capitalize on so many power-play chances in Raleigh 
would haunt them. 

This defeat will, too, but for a much different reason. Game 2 was a mess 
because of the officials and all the penalties. Game 5 was a mess 
because the Preds worked to make it that way. Most of the night, they 
made a Canes team capable of gorgeous hockey look pedestrian in front 
of its own fans. And as a result, the Preds nearly claimed the season’s 
biggest win to date with Yakov Trenin as their lone goal-scorer. 

“I think we played good,” said Trenin. “We just didn’t get the win.” 

True statements, both. The Preds were good, but there’s no margin for 
error in this series where each game is turning into an epic saga and 
neither side ever seems to lead by more than one goal. 

It's been great theatre. That, in some ways, should be a point of pride for 
the Preds. There were plenty of people who didn’t think they could hang 
with the Canes in this series. The Preds have certainly done that. 
They've held their own. They’ve made the Canes uncomfortable. 

But unless they win their next two, it won’t be good enough. 
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And neither was Game 5. 

The Preds showed toughness, but in another recurring theme, they 
lacked the offense to provide a kill shot when needed. Too many times, 
the Preds had chances to stretch their lead to 3-1 before the Canes’ 
Martin Necas tied it with 7:05 remaining. 

Then less than a minute into overtime, the Canes picked up a penalty. 

A dismal Preds power play lasted 46 seconds, during which Mikael 
Granlund lost a faceoff – the Canes won 59% of those in Game 5 – and 
broke his stick before the Preds were whistled for offsides. After 
Alexandre Carrier was called for interference for skating into Sebastian 
Aho at center ice, the Preds lost another lost faceoff (Ryan Johansen). 
And then came Jordan Staal’s game-winner. 

"This is what playoffs are all about,” Hynes said afterward. “You're 
playing an opponent that's a good team. They've got a lot of will. They 
want to win, too. 

“We know what we need to do. We've been through this before. ... We've 
got a lot of confidence in who we are, how we're playing, what we're 
doing and how we'll respond.” 

Facing elimination should suit these Preds. They’ve produced their best 
hockey all season with their backs against the wall, and there’s no 
reason to think they won’t play inspired again Thursday night in an 
attempt to force a Game 7. Maybe it’ll happen. 

About the only thing we’ve grown to expect with this series is that they’ll 
probably keep playing as long as possible, and there won’t be much to 
separate them when they do. 
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Watch Jordan Staal's game-winning goal in OT for Hurricanes in Game 5 

 

Nick Gray 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

The Predators and Hurricanes are headed back to Bridgestone Arena for 
Game 6, and the Canes have a chance to clinch on road ice. 

Jordan Stall scored 2:03 into overtime to give Carolina a 3-2 victory 
Tuesday in Game 5 in Raleigh. 

The Hurricanes now lead the series 3-2 headed to Game 6 on Thursday 
at Bridgestone Arena.  

This series has not been bereft of intensity. It continued Tuesday, with 
the Predators scoring first via an odd goal that was eventually credited to 
Yakov Trenin. After a Marty Necas goal to end the first period, Trenin 
scored again in the first minute of the second. 

A Jordan Staal goal was waved off later in the second period, but Necas 
scored again in the third period to tie the game at 2-2. 
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Should Carolina Hurricanes' second period goal been waved off for 
goaltender interference? 

 

Nick Gray 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

Turns out, Predators goaltender Juuse Saros is so good right now that 
even pucks in the back of the net aren't goals. 

In the second period of Tuesday's Game 5 in Raleigh, it appeared the 
Carolina Hurricanes got a game-tying goal through a rugby-like scrum in 
front of Saros. 

But Predators coach John Hynes used a coach's challenge for the first 
time all season for goaltender interference, sending the fate of the goal to 
the replay review room in Toronto. 

As seen on the replay, Hurricanes forward Warren Foegele makes 
incidental contact with Saros before the puck bounces, and Saros is 
boxed in by Roman Josi as the puck flies into the net. 

After review, the goal was waved off because it was deemed that Saros' 
ability to play the puck was impaired by his opponent. The Predators' 2-1 
lead returned on the scoreboard. 

From the NHL: "Video review determined Carolina's Warren Foegele 
impaired Juuse Saros's ability to play his position in the crease prior to 
Jordan Staal's goal. The decision was made in accordance with Rule 
69.1 which states, in part, "Goals should be disallowed only if: (1) an 
attacking player, either by his positioning or by contact, impairs the 
goalkeeper's ability to move freely within his crease or defend his goal." 

Should the goal have stood? Does anyone have a completely firm grasp 
of any replay review system in any sport not named tennis? 

All are arguable. But the waved-off goal is now nothing but a discussion 
points. 

And, odds are that the PNC Arena crowd is still booing as you read this 
story. 
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Yakov Trenin unknowingly gives Nashville Predators lead in Game 5 
against Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Mike Organ 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

Several moments after the Nashville Predators took a 1-0 lead over the 
Carolina Hurricanes in Game 5 of the Stanley Cup Playoffs on Tuesday 
night,  Yakov Trenin finally celebrated the first playoff goal of his career. 

Trenin was unaware he had scored the goal. It came off a shot fired by 
Roman Josie at the 8:16 mark in the first period. 

The puck grazed Trenin, who was in the lane, and into the net. 

The goal was finally credited to Trenin after the officials gathered to 
watch the replay. 

Trenin gave the Predators a 2-1 lead in the first minute of the second 
period on a goal off the post. 
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Nashville Predators fall in overtime to Carolina Hurricanes in Game 5 

 

Paul Skrbina 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Nashville Predators never have come back from 
a 2-0 deficit to win a seven-game playoff series. 

Their quest to end that streak hit a snag Tuesday, when they lost to the 
Carolina Hurricanes 3-2 at PNC Arena in the third straight overtime game 
of the series. Jordan Staal scored the winning goal 2 minutes, 3 seconds 
into the fourth period. 

The Predators fell behind 3-2 in the series after the seventh consecutive 
meeting between the teams. 

The Predators are 0-7 in Raleigh this season. 

The game came on the heels of two consecutive double-overtime 
victories for the Predators, who lost the first two games of the series. 

While this one might be remembered by Carolina fans for the goal that 
was, then wasn't, the Predators will remember Yakov Trenin unknowingly 
scoring his first playoff goal, then adding another. 

Roman Josi’s longshot of a long shot somehow found its way off Trenin 
and past Canes rookie goalie Alex Nedeljkovic with 8 minutes, 16 
seconds left in the first period to give the Predators a 1-0 lead. The goal 
was upheld after officials reviewed the play and Trenin had no idea he 
had even scored his first playoff goal. 

Carolina’s Martin Necas tied it 1-1 with 5:39 left in the period after the 
Hurricanes ended up with a power play following a scrum that involved 
many but began with Luke Kunin’s hit on Andrei Svechnikov. 

Trenin scored again, this time off his stick, 53 seconds into the second 
period. 

Staal tipped in what appeared to be the tying goal with 7:38 left in the 
second. But the Predators challenged for goalie interference and the 
score was overturned in what was John Hynes’ first challenge of the 
season. 

CONTROVERSY:Should Carolina Hurricanes' second period goal been 
waved off for goaltender interference? 

The league’s replay team determined that Warren Foegele “impaired 
Juuse Saros’ ability to play his position in the crease” before the goal. 

But Necas struck again with 7:05 remaining in regulation, tying the score 
2-all with a wraparound to beat Saros, ensuring that both franchises 
would play in a third consecutive overtime playoff game for the first time. 

Game 6 will be at 8:30 p.m. CT Thursday at Bridgestone Arena. 
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How to watch Tuesday's Game 5 between the Nashville Predators and 
Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Nick Gray 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

A best-of-seven turned into a best-of-three as soon as Luke Kunin scored 
late in double overtime of Sunday's Game 4 to even the series. 

The Predators and Hurricanes will play a pivotal Game 5 on Tuesday in 
Raleigh following two consecutive double OT victories by Nashville in 
Nashville. 

Kunin had two goals, while both the power play and the big-ticket players 
(namely the Forsberg-Johansen-Duchene line) played large roles in the 
two victories. 
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Nashville Predators have accomplished a rare feat in the playoffs. Will it 
carry them far? 

 

Will Backus 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

Hope looked lost for the Nashville Predators.  

The Carolina Hurricanes had cruised to three-goal victories in each of the 
first two games against the Predators in the first round of the NHL 
playoffs. Nashville, returning home, needed a spark.  

Like they did with the regular season, the Preds bounced back, rattling 
off back-to-back double-overtime wins to tie the best-of-7 series at 2-2 
enter Game 5 on Tuesday. 

Those consecutive wins were a rare feat for the postseason. Since 2000, 
only two other NHL teams have won two double-overtime playoff games. 
Only one of those teams won two in a row.  

But will it be enough to spark Nashville to a first-round upset? Here's how 
those other teams fared. 

2016 Eastern Conference first round 

Nashville can glean some hope from the New York Islanders' 2016 
playoff run.  

New York and Florida exchanged wins in the first four games, tying the 
series at 2-2. From there, the next two games went to double overtime.  

In both instances, regulation ended in a 1-1 tie. Neither team scored for 
almost an hour of playing time in Game 5. New York's Alan Quine finally 
broke the ice and scored to push the Islanders to a win.  

With a chance to clinch the series, New York trailed 1-0 in the last minute 
of Game 6, but John Tavares scored with 54 seconds remaining to send 
it to overtime. More than 30 minutes later, Tavares scored again to clinch 
the series.  

The Islanders went on to face Tampa Bay in the second round, winning 
the first game before dropping the next four.  

2014 Stanley Cup Final 

For the Los Angeles Kings, the double-overtime wins could not have 
come at a better time.  
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They made it to the Stanley Cup Final with wins against the San Jose 
Sharks, Anaheim Ducks and Chicago Blackhawks. In the series against 
Chicago, Los Angeles actually lost a double overtime game. 

The Kings still advanced to face the New York Rangers in the final, 
taking Game 1 in overtime. Game 2 went to two overtimes before Los 
Angeles triumphed, 5-4.  

Los Angeles took Game 3 before the Rangers finally got on the board 
with a win in Game 4.  

With the series on the line, Game 5 went to overtime tied at 2-2. Neither 
team scored in the first overtime period, so the game went further. After 
another long stretch without much offense, Alec Martinez finally broke the 
tie 14:43 into the second overtime, securing the championship for the 
Kings.  

It was their second Stanley Cup win in three years. 
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Bigger crowd will be allowed Thursday at Bridgestone Arena for 
Predators-Hurricanes playoff Game 6 

 

Mike Organ 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

Attendance capacity for Game 6 Thursday (8:30 p.m. CT) of the 
Predators-Hurricanes Stanley Cup Playoff series will increase to 14,107 
at Bridgestone Arena. 

That will be nearly 2,000 more fans than were allowed in the building for 
the playoff games on Friday and Sunday. Capacity is being limited due to 
COVID-19. 

Capacity for a hockey game at Bridgestone Arena is 17,159. 

The series is tied 2-2. Game 5 is Tuesday at Carolina (7 p.m.).  

Predators season ticket holders will be notified Tuesday of their 
opportunity to access an exclusive  presale to purchase additional single-
game tickets for Game 6 at the season ticket rate. Following the 
conclusion of the presale at 1 p.m. Tuesday, all remaining single-game 
tickets for Game 6 will go on sale to the general public exclusively at 
NashvillePredators.com/Tickets. 

COVID-19 protocols still in place at Bridgestone Arena include fans being 
required to complete a symptom screening prior to each game and wear 
a mask at all times while on Bridgestone Arena property. Detailed 
information on all policies and procedures can be found at 
NashvillePredators.com/Tickets/Smashville-Safe. 

KUNIN COMES THROUGH:Luke Kunin lifts Nashville Predators to 2OT 
victory, series tied 2-2 
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Rexrode: Predators had Game 5 in hand, and no officiating rant can 
change that 

 

By Joe Rexrode  

 

The first four games of the Nashville Predators’ postseason roughly 
matched their 2021 regular season, if you want to break that regular 
season into quarters. 

First, some alarming signs. Second, hanging in there a bit more but 
ultimately not getting it done. Third and fourth, figuring it out and 
persevering and learning how to win. And that left it to Game 5 of a 
compelling first-round series Tuesday, back at Carolina’s PNC Arena, for 
the start of a best-of-three finish that still figured to end up in the hands of 
the better team. The better team, or so we have believed. The better 
team, by any credible measure of the entire season. And by quite a 
margin. 

Through 53 minutes of the latest meeting of these foes — whose disdain 
for each other is appropriate for this amount of playoff hockey, tacked on 
to eight regular-season meetings — it was not accurate to call Carolina 
the better team. The Hurricanes were the pressing team. They were the 
disjointed team. They were the team coughing the puck up while the 
Predators were calmly handling that Carolina pressure, the same 
pressure that had engulfed them so many times since January. The 
Preds (one giveaway in 40 minutes, four all night) had it figured out. 

The Canes were the unlucky team, too, watching a Roman Josi loft hit off 
Yakov Trenin’s stick, and maybe a glove or shoulder somewhere in there 
as well, for the first goal of the game. Then, when the Canes thought they 
had tied the score at 2-2 in the second, that equalizer from Jaccob Slavin 
— the top defenseman, whose absence for most of this series has hurt 
Carolina — was waved off for goalie interference on Warren Foegele. 

Nashville was better, leading, on the verge of taking command of this 
series and bringing it back to almost-full Bridgestone Arena for a 
Thursday clinching attempt. But in these moments in this sport, a tiny 
lapse or two can have giant implications. And that is why the Canes, not 
the Preds, are in position to end this thing. Their 3-2 overtime win to take 
a 3-2 series lead was extremely clutch or extremely not, depending on 
your perspective. 

“It’s tough,” Josi said. “That’s a tough loss for us tonight. … There’s little 
bounces that can make a difference.” 

Also, only fitting in this series and sport, there are calls that can make 
people very angry. 

First, the non-controversial: With Juuse Saros so close to putting the 
finishing touches on another masterpiece, Carolina hero Martin Necas 
zoomed through Nashville’s neutral-zone trap, looking like he had the 
freshest legs on the ice. He beat Matt Duchene and wrapped around 
behind the net from Saros’ left to right. Matt Benning couldn’t arrive on 
time. Saros couldn’t get a good push off the post to get into position as 
he usually does in a flash. The score was tied, for real, with 7:05 left. 

The Canes and their fans were back in it from there, aggressively. And 
this actually ended up being a light night for both teams after double-
overtime dust-ups and 71 extra minutes of hockey in Games 3 and 4 in 
Nashville. Carolina needed only 2:03 of one overtime to win this, on 
another clutch Carolina play and another Nashville mistake. Jordan Staal 
tried to tip a shot past Saros, Saros stopped it but then tried to bat the 
puck away rather than secure it. Staal batted it back, out of midair, and 
the puck trickled underneath Saros and into the net. 

It was euphoria on one side. It was something very different from that on 
the other, though Nashville coach John Hynes kept it measured as usual 
afterward and said of the “tremendous opportunity” to come Thursday: 
“We know what we need to do. We’ve been through this before. That’s 
kind of why you go about your business the way you go about your 
business in the regular season.” 

Hynes avoided, again, any criticism of the officiating, several hours after 
Preds GM David Poile said on 102.5 The Game in Nashville that he 
hopes Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour gets fined for ripping the penalty 
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disparity earlier in the series. But the officials managed to make 
themselves a big part of the story again. Was Nashville unfairly given an 
extra minor on a scrum after a Luke Kunin-Andrei Svechnikov encounter, 
leading to Necas’ power-play equalizer in the first period? Maybe. More 
likely if you’re for the Preds. 

Was the goalie interference call on Foegele a weak one? Maybe. More 
likely if you’re for the Canes. For the record and interestingly enough, 
former Preds goalie Chris Mason, on the Preds broadcast on Bally 
Sports, said he thought it was not interference. NBC analyst Pierre 
McGuire said he didn’t see how the goal could possibly stand after 
watching the first replay on the CNBC broadcast. 

And then came overtime. Should Brady Skjei have been called for 
holding Mikael Granlund 56 seconds into the extra session? That’s a 
tough one at that point in the game. But he did hook Granlund’s arm. 
Should Alex Carrier have been called for interference 43 seconds after 
that, ending the Preds’ power play and creating the four-on-four situation 
that led to Staal’s winner? Carrier technically knocked Sebastian Aho 
over with no puck nearby. It also looked like Aho set Carrier up to try to 
draw the penalty and put the S-E-L-L in “embellishment.” 

If you’re for the Canes, you might just call that veteran savvy. If you’re for 
the Preds, you might want to go all Brind’Amour on some refs. You might 
also still be mad at Carrier, because the rookie has to be more aware in 
that moment. 

And that’s really what this is about. There are going to be bad calls, bad 
bounces and good teams in the playoffs. The Preds almost had one in a 
real bind. You make the plays or you don’t. In Carolina, Necas’ saver and 
Staal’s winner represent order restored. In Nashville, a few slight 
mistakes represent opportunity lost. In any place where they care about 
the Stanley Cup, all will agree that you only get so many. 
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Poile fires back at Hurricanes head coach 

 

MICHAEL GALLAGHER  

MAY 25, 2021  

 

The Nashville Predators and Carolina Hurricanes have put on one of the 
more compelling Stanley Cup Playoff series of the postseason, but the 
entertainment value off the ice has been just as good as the on-ice 
performances. 

The banter between the two clubs began prior to the start of the 
postseason but escalated after Nashville’s 5-4 double-overtime win in 
Game 3 at Bridgestone Arena Friday. 'Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
publicly objected to the treatment of his team by the referees, stating in 
not so many words that the Predators were the beneficiaries of some 
favorable calls that Carolina wasn’t receiving. 

“We’re in a battle; Nashville’s a phenomenal team,” Brind’Amour said 
following Game 3. “But we’re also fighting the refs. That’s plain and 
simple. You can’t tell me two games in a row, they get seven or eight 
(power plays) and (we) get three? When the game is this even? It’s not 
right. 

“I give my guys tons of credit for playing their butts off. They had a good 
chance to win. (It’s) not right. Two overtimes? A knick-knack penalty, 
when there was stuff going on all over and they score the next shift 
because we’re out of rotation? That’s not how it should go.” 

Typically frowned upon, publicly calling out the performance of referees 
is normally met with a fine from the NHL league office. That’s exactly 
what Predators General Manager David Poile thinks should happen to 
Brind’Amour and the Hurricanes, stating during a radio interview Tuesday 
on 102.5 The Game, “I hope they get fined for that.” 

The NHL hasn't taken any action yet, although it would seem likely that 
Brind’Amour has some discipline coming his way. He was fined $25,000 
for criticizing referees Chris Lee and Francis Charron after a double-
overtime loss to the Boston Bruins during the playoffs last year. 

Following that incident, the NHL issued a statement assessing a 
conditional $25,000 fine "which will be collected, in addition to any 
subsequent discipline, in the event of similar inappropriate behavior 
through Aug. 12, 2021." 

Friday's tirade would seem to fall in line with similar inappropriate 
behavior. 
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Preds allowing more fans in Bridgestone for Game 6 

 

MICHAEL GALLAGHER 

MAY 25, 2021  

 

At varying points during Games 3 and 4 of the Stanley Cup Playoff series 
between the Nashville Predators and Carolina Hurricanes, Bridgestone 
Arena sounded resoundingly louder than the 12,135 fans that were 
packed inside. 

The atmosphere will get even more raucous in Game 6. The Predators 
announced Tuesdy they will bump the maximum capacity up to 14,107 
for Thursday night. The near-2,000 fan jump was approved by the NHL 
on Tuesday morning. 

The 12,135 fans that attended Games 3 and 4 in Nashville were the 
largest crowds of any NHL team in the playoffs. 

Fans will still be required to complete a COVID-19 symptom screening 
before entry to the arena and they must wear a mask at all times while on 
Bridgestone Arena property. 

Predators season ticket holders will be notified of their opportunity to 
access an exclusive presale to purchase additional single-game tickets 
for Game 6 at the season ticket rate. Following the conclusion of the 
presale at 1 p.m. CST on Tuesday, all remaining single-game tickets to 
Game 6 will go on sale to the general public. 
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The Athletic / Luszczyszyn: NHL playoff officiating is an embarrassment 
we’ve accepted for too long 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn May 25, 2021 
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There were many surprising numbers from Winnipeg’s shocking sweep 
over Edmonton, but none more utterly outrageous than this one: Connor 
McDavid drew zero (0) penalties during the four-game series. Zero. 
Nada. None. Zilch. ZERO. 

Anyone who watched even just one period of the series knows how 
ridiculous that is. You don’t keep McDavid to just four points in four 
games without committing some crimes along the way, especially with 
arguably the shallowest defence group in the playoffs. But it didn’t matter 
if McDavid was held, hooked, tripped, kneed, mauled – which he 
repeatedly was throughout the series – because the referees looked the 
other way. Rachel Doerrie, formerly of the New Jersey Devils, rewatched 
every McDavid shift for the series and counted “over 30” infractions that 
were missed, which sounds about right based on my own live viewing. 
McDavid earned zero. 

The funny thing is this isn’t new. This actually happened last year, too. 
Four games against Chicago in the play-in round, zero calls. That’s eight 
straight playoff or playoff-adjacent games where the referees watched 
McDavid battle through constant abuse and essentially said “suck it up.” 
This is, of course, The Playoffs, after all. 

That’s the problem. When the stakes are at their highest, when there’s 
the most to lose, the actual rules matter less and this beautiful game 
suffers as a result. The inconsistent standard for playoff officiating is a 
stain on the league, an embarrassment that we’ve all just accepted 
because it’s the same thing every year. Nothing new. 

UGY, UGLY KNEE FROM DYLAN DEMELO ON CONNOR MCDAVID 
THAT GOES UNCALLED. 25% SPEED THEN FULL SPEED IN THIS 
CLIP. PIC.TWITTER.COM/0QRHKGOOAP 

— ZACH LAING (@ZJLAING) MAY 25, 2021 

This year it feels worse. It doesn’t matter who your favourite team is, it 
doesn’t matter who you bet on (for complete transparency, I bet on the 
Jets to win the series and was still appalled at what was allowed), it 
doesn’t even matter what series you’re watching: It’s a problem in nearly 
every single game. I’ve watched almost every single playoff game and 
the sheer volume of egregious infractions missed should feel 
unfathomable if we weren’t already used to this “let them play” charade. 

It would’ve been extremely easy to make this story about any team, even 
your favourite one, but the McDavid example is by far the most glaring 
one – the league’s biggest star getting zero calls over an entire series 
where he deserved a handful per game. 

I’m very much a “call the rule book” person and I know others aren’t. 
That’s okay. But even by the standards that McDavid is usually called at 
(the terrible, awful standards that have him only 21st in penalty drawing 
per 60 this season behind players like Derek Ryan or Ryan Lomberg), 
zero playoff penalties drawn over eight games is absolutely abhorrent. I 
mean, what are the odds? 

Well… there’s a few ways to figure that out. I opted to look at it on a shift-
by-shift basis. 

This past season McDavid took 1,182 shifts, drawing 29 penalties. That 
means that, based on the standard set for his play, McDavid had a 2.5 
percent chance of drawing a penalty on any given shift this season. 
Already that seems ridiculously conservative, but again, that’s the 
standard. McDavid took 121 shifts in these playoffs over four games. 
Based on a normal distribution, the chances of drawing exactly zero 
penalties over a four-game series is just five percent. Not impossible, but 
highly unlikely that it happens by random chance. We can all use our 
eyes to see that “random chance” and “ignoring it” were the same thing in 
this series. McDavid had an eight percent chance of earning six or more 
calls over the series – which he had every single right to earn. 

But that’s also just these past four games. There’s also last year where 
McDavid also did not earn the benefit of the doubt. McDavid took fewer 
shifts (94) and his penalty drawing standard was much lower (1.8 
percent… again, ridiculous) which means the odds of earning zero 

penalties are higher: 18.6 percent. Higher, and not impossible, but still 
very low. 

Combine both playoffs though and here’s what you get: A 0.9 percent 
chance that McDavid would earn zero penalties drawn over eight playoff 
games. For context, it’s roughly the same chance as McDavid earning 10 
over eight games. And again, he would’ve deserved every one and those 
probabilities are based on the regular-season standard too. It’s hard to 
argue against him getting it way worse in the playoffs. 

All of that is theoretical though. Here’s a real-world example. McDavid 
has had 355 distinct eight-game stretches over his entire career. He has 
had zero penalties drawn in an eight-game span just twice over that time 
period. That’s 0.6 percent. 

None of this is asking for “star treatment” either. That’s the common 
refrain anytime an article discussing this pops up, especially when it’s 
framed around a star not getting calls. The problem is that “star 
treatment” when it comes to the NHL is closer to Mario Kart than a 
league like the NBA (a league that understands its star players drive 
growth exponentially more than anything else and more often than not 
they do deserve calls due to how much more skilled they are). Stars are 
treated like they’re in first place, that the scales need to be balanced 
away from them and back toward the role players in the interest of 
making things “fair.” Why were the Jets, a team with an extremely thin 
defence group, able to stop McDavid in the playoffs rather easily? It’s 
because they kept picking up red and blue shells in every item crate, able 
to use it with impunity because playoff officiating is not that far off from 
the rules of Mario Kart, where anything goes. 

It’s that “let them play” ethos that’s the most frustrating. Do you know 
what referees are really doing when they “let them play?” They are letting 
one team, the team without the puck, play. There is no “them” because 
the team with the puck is forced to jump through hoops to play through 
various degrees of bullshit when the referees decide anything goes. It’s 
giving an unfair and unneeded advantage to the defence. While every 
other sport looks for ways to promote offence, the NHL seems to do the 
opposite come playoff time with its standard of officiating geared toward 
a prison rules philosophy. It makes it a lot easier to play defence and 
shut down an opponent when you can take liberties on them and know 
you will very likely get away with it. Hooked? Tripped? Held? Play 
through it, the rules don’t matter. 

Until they do, of course. And it’s very difficult to actually know when that 
is or what it will entail. The subjective line of what is or isn’t a penalty, the 
one that changes every period and is known only to the referees that 
game, is usually as clear as a blizzard in Edmonton. In the playoffs it’s 
like trying to see through an actual snow bank. It’s what’s especially 
infuriating for fans because they see with their own eyes what gets 
missed one way only to see something equally egregious get called the 
other way. Or much softer – that’s even worse. 

On Monday night, Kailer Yamamoto took a penalty four minutes into the 
first overtime, an obvious call that should have been made. If we’re 
playing by the rules we all know and love for playoff overtime, that call 
should’ve set the standard for the rest of overtime, right? What it actually 
meant was that the calls were even at four apiece for the game and that 
was “fair.” There would be no need for further calls, both teams got their 
allotted power play quota and it does not matter if one team is actually 
playing a cleaner game than the other. 

I’m sure there were calls on Edmonton I missed, maybe even obvious 
ones (the referees even managed to “miss” a puck over the glass call), 
but over the next 40-plus minutes of hockey there were at least five 
missed calls on the Jets. Not ticky-tack calls. Not preseason, get the rust 
off calls. Not even first-period calls. These were brutal, painfully obvious 
penalties that would normally be called 95 percent of the time. I guess 
Monday night was the five percent.  

Referees don’t want to decide the game, but by not calling the rule book 
they do just that by allowing the team without the puck to bend the rules. 
It creates a different flow at five-on-five that caters to grinders over skill 
players, bringing the stars down a notch in the interest of fairness. I didn’t 
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turn on the Jets-Oilers series to watch some random no-name 
defenceman repeatedly hang off McDavid because they couldn’t keep 
up. If a player can’t stop a player within the confines of the rules they 
should be penalized for it, not allowed to do it on every single shift 
because they know for a fact they won’t get called.  

It’s disappointing how predictable all of this is. Every playoffs, Referee 
Discourse takes center stage as games ultimately do get decided by 
referee inaction. I feel annoying and whiny even doing so, but I’m just so 
very tired of watching the game I love devolve into yet another referee 
show where the rules of the game just don’t matter. I love playoff hockey. 
I love the battles. I love the chippiness. But the sheer inconsistency in 
playoff officiating is just too infuriating to ignore. 

And that’s not on the referees either. They’re not bad at their jobs, they’re 
quite good at fulfilling their mandate and doing what’s asked of them. All 
of this is by design because this, for whatever reason, is what the league 
wants.  

I don’t.  

I don’t want penalties to be called based on how many penalties the 
other team has. I don’t want to have to guess what a penalty even is 
based on which player did it, what period the game is in, what time of day 
it is, what mood the referee is in, or whether Mercury is in retrograde. I 
don’t want low-calibre players to be gifted a get out of jail free card 
because they don’t have the ability to defend without crossing an ever-
moving line that exists sometimes but not others. I don’t want the awful 
narratives that come with a skilled player or team getting eliminated 
partially because the referees tilted the scales against them by trying not 
to decide the outcome. 

Playoff hockey is the absolute best thing in the world to watch. There’s a 
way to appreciate the intensity and grittiness – celebrating it as a major 
reason why playoff hockey is so exciting – while understanding that those 
things are not a byproduct of “game management” and “putting the 
whistles away.” They would exist anyway. There’s a much better balance 
to be struck, one the league seems to move farther and farther away 
from with each passing playoff season. 

McDavid somehow drawing zero penalties in back-to-back postseasons 
should be the final straw. The league’s best and brightest player, its most 
marketable star, allowed to be manhandled against the rules every night 
and every shift, forced to fight through something he shouldn’t have to.  

It won’t be as the league continues to willingly make its incompetence an 
annual headline rather than allow the best the sport has to offer the 
ability to thrive on the biggest stage. As it stands now, they’re being 
continuously hooked and hauled on their way to the spotlight. 
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The Athletic / NHL awards for the 2020-21 season: McDavid, Kaprizov 
are clear winners, but new faces are up for hardware 

 

By The Athletic NHL Staff May 25, 2021  

 

While you were watching the playoffs, the 2020-21 NHL regular season 
officially ended. And with that comes awards voting. 

The Professional Hockey Writers Association, which votes on a number 
of the awards, made temporary changes to its voting process this season 
to account for the fact there was no inter-divisional play. For a more 
equal distribution, the PHWA pulled 20 voters from each of the four 
divisions and 20 national reporters/broadcasters in an at-large category 
for a total of 100 voters. That evens the field a bit for the non-traditional 
markets because under the voting allocation last season, there would 

have been 82 voters from the North, 36 from the East, 20 from the 
Central, 18 from the West, 15 U.S.-based broadcasters and four from 
Europe. 

Almost as good as a live show in Vegas, we present to you the winners 
as voted on by 42 hockey writers from The Athletic. 

Hart Trophy winner? 

Given to the player judged to be the most valuable to his team. Voted on 
by the PHWA. 

PLAYER VOTES 

Connor McDavid 

41 

Sidney Crosby 

1 

In 56 games, Connor McDavid recorded 33 goals and 105 points. The 
only surprise about this year’s MVP voting was the one vote for Sidney 
Crosby. But beyond McDavid’s offense, the star spent the offseason 
improving his defensive game after being bounced from the bubble early 
last summer. And remember, this is a regular-season award, so another 
early exit this year would not impact the voting. 

Vezina Trophy winner? 

Given to the goalkeeper adjudged to be the best at this position. Voted 
on by the general managers of all NHL clubs. 

PLAYER VOTES 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 

27 

Marc-Andre Fleury 

8 

Juuse Saros 

6 

Philipp Grubauer 

1 

Andrei Vasilevskiy and Marc-Andre Fleury were neck-and-neck but the 
Lightning goaltender jumped ahead in our voting. This battle could 
continue to the Stanley Cup Final if both teams keep up their strong play. 

Calder Trophy winner? 

Given to the player selected as the most proficient in his first year of 
competition in the NHL. Voted on by the PHWA. 

PLAYER VOTES 

Kirill Kaprizov 

42 

Michael Russo and Saad Yousuf put together a detailed comparison of 
the Wild’s Kirill Kaprizov and the Stars’ Jason Robertson. They 
concluded that despite Robertson’s strong push after the early part of the 
season, the award belonged to Kaprizov. 

Our panel was apparently convinced. They couldn’t all spell his name 
correctly on the ballot, but all 42 made it apparent they would give the 
award to the 24-year-old. 

Norris Trophy winner? 

Given to the defenseman who demonstrates throughout the season the 
greatest all-round ability in the position. Voted on by the PHWA. 
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PLAYER VOTES 

Adam Fox 

21 

Cale Makar 

7 

Victor Hedman 

6 

Dougie Hamilton 

3 

Charlie McAvoy, Darnell Nurse and Shea Theodore also received votes. 

There were simply far too many strong choices this season to give Victor 
Hedman a reputation win, as sophomores Adam Fox and Cale Makar 
lead the voting. What does a player need to do to be in consideration for 
the Norris Trophy? Well, that depends on who you ask. 

When Pierre LeBrun asked NHL coaches to weigh in on the Norris, they 
put Hedman as No. 1, followed by Fox and Makar. 

Selke Trophy winner? 

Given to the forward who best excels in the defensive aspects of the 
game. Voted on by the PHWA. 

PLAYER VOTES 

Aleksander Barkov 

26 

Mark Stone 

6 

Patrice Bergeron 

5 

Phil Danault 

2 

Sidney Crosby, Ryan O’Reilly and Eric Staal also received votes. 

Aleksander Barkov’s defensive impact may not be as illustrious as some 
other candidates for this award, but he has a much larger burden as 
Florida’s heavy-minutes forward, one tasked to play a full 200-foot game. 

Jack Adams Award winner? 

Given to the coach adjudged to have contributed the most to his team’s 
success. Voted on by the NHL Broadcasters’ Association. 

COACH TEAM VOTES 

Rod Brind'Amour 

Hurricanes 

17 

Joel Quenneville 

Panthers 

12 

Mike Sullivan 

Penguins 

6 

Dean Evason 

Wild 

5 

Jared Bednar 

Avalanche 

2 

LeBrun recently polled NHL GMs for their choice for coach of the year. 
The 28 who responded listed Carolina’s Rod Brind’Amour as the winner, 
followed by Florida’s Joel Quenneville and Minnesota’s Dean Evason. 

GM of the year? 

Given to the general manager who best excelled at his role during the 
regular season. Voted on by the league’s general managers and a panel 
of NHL executives and print and broadcast media. 

GM TEAM VOTES 

Joe Sakic 

Avalanche 

15 

Bill Zito 

Panthers 

13 

Kyle Dubas 

Maple Leafs 

5 

Bill Guerin 

Wild 

5 

Marc Bergevin, Kelly McCrimmon, Don Sweeney and Don Waddell also 
received votes. 

Joe Sakic has built an incredibly deep team that looks poised to make a 
long postseason run. Voters clearly took notice. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs find long elusive 'killer instinct,' push 
Canadiens to the brink 

 

Luke Fox May 25, 2021, 10:22 PM 

 

Previous incarnations of these Toronto Maple Leafs have all been guilty 
of letting their opponent off the mat in the post-season. 

Let’s review the pain. 

First there was that house-money series versus the mighty Washington 
Capitals in 2017. Rookies Auston Matthews, William Nylander and Mitch 
Marner surprised with a 2-1 series lead… and no one blamed anyone 
when the favourites stormed back to swipe the set in six. Just making the 
dance was gravy. 

Disappointment hit different in 2018’s Game 7 at TD Garden. The young, 
skilled core helped mount leads of 1-0, 2-1 and 4-3 over the Boston 
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Bruins under do-or-die stakes… only to fumble away a 7-4 loss in epic 
fashion. 

In 2019, facing that same black-and-gold nemesis, the Leafs held three 
one-game leads in Round 1… and let each one slip through their fingers, 
bowing out in seven once more. 

In 2020 against the Columbus Blue Jackets, Toronto seized a 
commanding 3-0 lead in the pivotal third game of a tied five-game set… 
only to cough away a 4-3 overtime loss and hand all control to the gritty 
underdogs. 

This torturous pattern agonized, if not enraged, the fanbase. 

Remaining Time -4:26 

Maple Leafs' work ethic driving force behind Game 4 win 

Booted from the bubble the last time the sun was this bright, Auston 
Matthews dubbed it “killer instinct.” As in, the Maple Leafs must band 
together and develop one. 

So, while it certainly appeared that an unrattled, more bloodthirsty 
mindset had emerged through the Leafs’ 2021 regular season — what 
with their claiming of Canada’s top seed — all juries remain out until 
playoff cases are heard. 

“We've been able to put together long stretches of winning games, but 
this is a different time of year, of course, and a different challenge,” 
coach Sheldon Keefe said Tuesday, prior to puck drop on Game 4 at Bell 
Centre. 

“It remains to be seen what we can do in this situation.” 

Up 2-1 over the Habs, the Maple Leafs did something on this night we 
haven’t seen since two lockouts ago: They seized stranglehold on a 
playoff series, removing all but a sliver of doubt that Canada’s crown 
should belong to them or the Winnipeg Jets, a club flexing a killer instinct 
of its own. 

Roundly defeating the offensively starved Montreal Canadiens 4-0 in 
their own barn for back-to-back road wins and a 3-1 series lead, the 
Maple Leafs charted home with a chance to clinch their first series win in 
17 years. 

Consider: Prior to Tuesday's trend-buck, Toronto had lost its past seven 
Game 4s when leading 2-1. 

This Game 4 was written in poetry. 

First, Game 1 scratch Alex Galchenyuk, once a prized Montreal draft 
pick, created two beautiful passes to set up Toronto’s opening strikes, 
then pounded the exclamation-point empty-netter. 

“To come into games and think about playing here in the past or any stuff 
like that is extra talk,” Galchenyuk said. “(I’m) just trying to keep it pretty 
simple in my head.” 

Remaining Time -1:04 

Galchenyuk dishes pinpoint saucer pass for Spezza goal 

It was a three-point redemption tale for a third-overall pick who’d cleared 
waivers this winter before being plucked in a low-consequence trade by 
his seventh NHL franchise and sent to the farm to find his game. 

“The reports that came out of the AHL were nothing but positive — and 
that’s not always the case for guys that have had a lot of time in the NHL 
and have succeeded in the NHL,” Keefe said. 

“He just has a great passion for the game. And I think he’s fit in very well, 
and he’s earned the respect of his teammates through the attitude that 
he’s brought and through the work ethic and how he’s played on the ice, 
most importantly. The guys like having him around and know he’s an 
important part of our team. A night like tonight is a good example of why.” 

William Nylander — often criticized for wielding the kind of soft skill that 
doesn’t bloom come springtime — scored his fourth playoff goal in as 
many games and set a new career high with five points. Nylander now 
has as many goals in this series as the entire Canadiens roster. 

“He’s showed a lot of determination. His board battles have been second 
to none on our team. He's showing poise with the puck, which is hard to 
do at this time of year,” Jason Spezza raved. 

“He’s more vocal on the bench. You can tell he's really taken a 
leadership role with John (Tavares) down. He’s stepped up.” 

Remaining Time -0:58 

Galchenyuk makes great no-look pass to Nylander who slots it home 

Spezza himself was denied by Carey Price’s desperate paddle in Game 
3 and stoned five-hole early, but broke through with a net-driving tap-in. 

Alexander Kerfoot — Toronto's emergency second-line centreman with 
the injured Tavares and Nick Foligno sidelined — elevated to the 
challenge with a three-point showing. 

Jack Campbell, starting his first back-to-back of the year, supplied the 
first Leafs playoff shutout versus the Habs since Johnny Bower did the 
same in Game 2 of the 1967 Stanley Cup Final. 

And Joe Thornton — the oldest NHLer standing, now that Zdeno Chara’s 
Capitals have been through the handshake line — scored in his 18th trip 
to the second season. 

“This time of year, depth is important. Your big studs are going to get the 
job done every night, but it’s up to us bottom six to help and chip in. And 
tonight I thought we did that,” said Thornton, who admitted the Leafs 
“probably” would’ve been fine with a split in Montreal. 

“But, you know, we felt greedy tonight.” 

Toronto’s special teams, a sore spot coming into the series, have been 
spun to advantages. New No. 1 goalie Campbell is holding the fort. And 
the Canadiens’ belief is on the brink. 

Lose a captain? Juggle the lineup? 

Fall down 0-1 in the series and 0-1 in Game 2? 

Get repeatedly posterized on odd-man chances by Price, “probably the 
greatest goalie of our generation,” per Spezza? 

A lesser version of the Toronto Maple Leafs might’ve buckled under such 
circumstances. 

This edition feels different. 

“Scoring, defending, checking — all the way through the lineup, the guys 
dug down here today. These back-to-backs are tough,” Keefe said. “I 
thought a lot of guys were actually better today than yesterday even.” 

Yesterday is past. 

Today’s Leafs are now demoralizing a struggling Montreal power play, 
turning their special teams into a strength and committing to selfless 
defence. 

They are laughing off scrums, blocking shots with gusto and peppering a 
dialled-in Hall of Fame netminder until he has no choice but to crack. 

“The stakes are so high, you can just see how much the players care, 
and they're willing to do whatever it takes,” Keefe said. 

“Probably one of the most exciting parts of these playoffs is to see 
players find that within themselves to do those things.” 

Game 5 goes Thursday. Toronto will have the added motivation of 
preventing Montreal from playing in front of the first group of Canadian 
fans to attend an NHL game since the pandemic. 
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“We're going to see their absolute best next game, and we have to make 
sure that we're ready to go,” Spezza said. “The fourth one's the hardest 
to get.” 

You don’t have to tell a Maple Leafs fan that. 
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Sportsnet.ca / McDavid not ready to quit on Oilers despite another early 
playoff exit 

 

Mark Spector May 25, 2021, 8:02 PM 

 

EDMONTON — From the outside, the Edmonton Oilers are all about 
past sins. 

A litany of management teams. Too many No. 1 picks and not enough 
success with them. A rebuild that stalled on Floor 1 for, oh, about a 
decade. Maybe longer. 

So when you look at this team in its totality, another early playoff exit 
comes off just another boulder on the avalanche of disappointments to 
come out of Northern Alberta over the past 20 years. 

Hey – we’ve covered them all. I know how long it’s been. 

But if you could simply look at what they have now. Where they are today 
— without all the Peter Chiarelli or Craig MacTavish shade — you’d be 
where Connor McDavid sits, as his 24-year-old season comes to a close 
with a disappointing first-round sweep. 

And you might understand how ridiculous those people sound who are 
predicting that McDavid is just this close to wanting out of Edmonton. 

“That’s not the case – at all,” McDavid said emphatically. “We have a 
great core here. Leon (Draisaitl) and Nursie (Darnell Nurse), Nuge (Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins), Larss (Adam Larsson) … These are guys that I’ve 
kinda grown up with. We want to see this thing through together. Do this 
thing right – as a group. It’s special to be able to play with these guys. It 
feels like we’re light years away (after being swept), but we’re a lot closer 
than it feels today.” 

Remaining Time -4:46 

Where do the Oilers go from here? 

It is disrespectful, frankly, to opine that McDavid is ready to just quit on 
everything and everybody here and walk away — to the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, as the narrative goes, that bastion of playoff success. 

If you know McDavid, you see a person who doesn’t run away, even from 
an organization that has floundered like this one. He’s a builder, and this 
team’s regular season numbers say it actually is on the rise. He even 
looks at his own Hart Trophy-level game and finds places where it can be 
improved. 

“I’ve got another level I can get to. Leo has another level. Collectively just 
finding another gear,” he said. “I’m only 24 years old. I’ve got lots left. 
Lots of ways to grow my game in different areas, find different ways to 
have success. (Even though) it feels like I’ve been in the league for a 
long time, ultimately I’m still a young guy in this league and I have lots of 
good years ahead of me.” 

The fact that the hockey world has gone here again, after a three-OT loss 
to a Winnipeg Jets club that is better than you think, is because 
expectations have risen, McDavid said. Both from the outside and within. 

“The standard’s gone up,” he said. “The culture where we come to the 
rink every day, demand better from each other, expect better from each 

other... If this were a couple of years ago we’d be happy we got to play 
four playoff games. 

“We want more. We want lots more.” 

There was a time when the Oilers looked with envy at a team like the 
Boston Bruins, with its deep, successful culture. With players like Patrice 
Bergeron, the departed Zdeno Chara, Brad Marchand and David Krejci, 
who created an environment where young players simply walked into the 
dressing room and were immersed in the right way to do things. 

As such, Edmonton brought in a GM like Chiarelli, and players like 
Andrew Ference and Milan Lucic, hoping to import some winning culture 
into a locker room that had long since run out. But all those ex-Bruins 
had lost their fastball when they arrived here, and their ability to lead 
suffered accordingly. 

Today the leaders are McDavid, Draisaitl, Nurse, Nugent-Hopkins and 
Larsson, a five-year Oiler who will be signed to a three- or four-year deal 
within weeks. They all have chops because they all can play. 

They’re also the guys who set the bar here, a bar that is finally being set 
by players whose standards take something special to live up to. 

“It’s not the way we wanted (this season) to end, no question about it,” 
began Draisaitl. “But we took some big steps internally: the way we want 
to play, the compete level we have every night. There’s no quit in our 
game. No pouting. We’re starting to build a real good foundation of what 
is to come the next few years here with the Oilers. 

“We know we’ve had some tough times — we have had some very tough 
times. There have been a lot of disappointing years. It’s going to feel that 
much better when we do win, when we are at the top. We want to win as 
a group, and we want to do it with the guys that are here.” 

Do the math. Edmonton became a better team in almost every category 
this season — particularly defensively. GM Ken Holland, after two years 
of mopping up after Chiarelli, has some cap space this summer to fill in a 
couple of crucial holes in his roster. 

But whomever he brings in, they’ll walk into a proper dressing room now, 
with the right culture. Sure, the leaders still need to learn how to win in 
the playoffs — undoubtedly — but that’s all that remains, and they have 
paid their dues. 

This is that annual playoff team now, with a puncher’s chance that will 
grow as Holland fills in around the edges of his lineup, and playing next 
year in a division full of teams that will all but ensure Edmonton hosts a 
first-round playoff series. 

“This is where I want to be,” said Nurse, who played 62 minutes Monday 
night and became a father Tuesday morning. 

“We came up in this league together, me, Leon, Connor, Nuge… We’ve 
been here when it wasn’t so great, played in seasons where you’re out in 
January, and it was some pretty dark ends to the season. 

"You want to have success and win in this organization. We’ve been 
through the thick of it." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' dreams of Bell Centre reunion appear dashed 
after stifling loss 

 

Eric Engels May 26, 2021, 12:54 AM 

 

MONTREAL — Maybe this is just how this awful pandemic season is 
supposed to end, with an opportunity to host fans at the Bell Centre for 
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the first time in over a year dangling in front of the Canadiens but never 
falling into their hands. 

This might just be the most fitting conclusion for the men wearing playoff 
mustaches instead of traditional beards — losing to one of their oldest 
rivals in the Stanley Cup Playoffs for the first time in 54 years, in a series 
that came about for many reasons (none of them normal or foreseeable) 
and with one more nail in their coffin drilled by a player they drafted third 
overall in 2012. A player who wouldn’t have been playing if not for a freak 
accident that put one of the game’s biggest difference makers in the 
hospital. 

This will be remembered as the night Alex Galchenyuk, in for injured 
Maple Leafs captain John Tavares since Game 2, scored a goal and two 
assists to help his team return to Toronto with a 3-1 series lead in hand. 
The night he put the screws to his former team, which scratched, clawed 
and failed to score a single goal after registering only four through the 
first three games. 

Ouch. 

"It’s the playoffs, man,” Galchenyuk said. “You know what time it is right 
now. There's no friends." 

Double ouch. 

Still, none of that will sting the Canadiens as much as not being able to 
open up the Bell Centre at least one more time — one night after the 
months-long Quebec curfew is finally abolished and other coronavirus 
restrictions are stripped away to enable 2,500 fans back in the building — 
if things play out as they seem likely to. 

Remaining Time -0:58 

Galchenyuk makes great no-look pass to Nylander who slots it home 

Sure, this team will do everything in its power to avoid that outcome and 
stave off elimination in Game 5, but it just might not be enough. 

“I think we should all be really hungry next game,” said Phillip Danault, 
“and come back in front of our fans.” 

It’s not as if he and the Canadiens lacked the will to win Tuesday’s game. 
They threw 32 shots at goaltender Jack Campbell, they crashed his 
crease and crashed into his Toronto teammates 40 times, they 
connected on plays and disrupted some from the opposition’s best 
players, but the result never appeared close to falling in their favour. 

It hasn’t been since the Canadiens took Game 1 of this series, and it’s 
hard to grasp at anything tangible to suggest that’s going to change in 
Toronto on Thursday. 

Jeff Petry tried, but came up with several platitudes instead. 

“I think we’ve all gone through a lot this year, whether it’s injuries or 
tough stretches down the season, and we found a way to get out of (it),” 
he said, even though the Canadiens didn’t. 

“I think this is no different,” he continued. “I think our group has to just 
rally together, believe in each other, believe in ourselves and take it one 
game at a time, one period at a time. It’s not going to happen in the first 
five minutes of the next game; it’s going to take a full 60 minutes, and we 
need to be prepared to put in the effort, because we are playing like it’s 
our last game. 

"I think we just have to regroup, make sure we’re all on the same page 
and all believing in each other and believing in ourselves.” 

Remaining Time -2:10 

Canadiens must lean on their veterans to get back into series with Maple 
Leafs 

We didn’t think it would be so hard for the Canadiens to do after charging 
out to a 7-1-2 start to their season and appearing like the team general 
manager Marc Bergevin promised they would be in his training camp-

opening remarks, when he said they “mean business,” that they’re “here 
to win,” and that they can “play any way you want to play.” 

That all became less true with a spiral in February that cost Claude Julien 
his job, and the Canadiens never really recovered with Dominique 
Ducharme replacing him. 

Still, Tyler Toffoli scored the seventh-most goals in the NHL, Josh 
Anderson had 17, Brendan Gallagher was on pace for over 20 before a 
thumb injury knocked him out for six weeks, Nick Suzuki had 15, Cole 
Caufield came in and scored four in 10 and Petry had 12 and put up 
arguably the best season of his career. How they’ve all combined for just 
two goals between them in this series isn’t just mystifying; it’s the stuff 
this miserable year has been made of. 

Joel Armia contracted COVID-19 and the Canadiens were shut down 
smack in the middle of it. They had to complete 25 games over the final 
44 days of the season as a result, and key player after key player fell to 
injury at least in part because of it. 

The Canadiens survived, but barely — going 10-13-2 and squeezing into 
the playoffs with the worst record of any of the 16 teams participating. 

They’ve looked like that group for snippets of this series, but even when 
they’ve looked much better, it hasn’t made much of a difference. 

Credit the Leafs. They’ve been better and faster — just like they were for 
most of the season — and they’ve completely stifled the Canadiens. 

Every part of the game has been laborious for the bleu-blanc-rouge, and 
that has as much to do with them as it does the guys in blue and white. 

“We’re playing against another team,” said Ducharme. “If we were going 
5-on-0, we’d go up and down the ice the way we want.” 

The Canadiens would score on the power play, too, even with Campbell 
playing his role to perfection. 

But with the Leafs in front of him, the Canadiens couldn’t find a way on 
four opportunities in Tuesday’s game, just like they hadn’t found a way 
on nine through the games before it. 

Now they’ve got to return to Toronto and play for their season. 

“We’re going to go in there, and we’ll battle to get the win,” said 
Ducharme. 

Imagine if the Canadiens did it and got to step onto the ice to real crowd 
noise instead of the canned crap they’ve been listening to since March 
2020? 

It doesn’t feel like that’s what fate has in store for them. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs takeaways: Hurricanes overcome 
sloppy play for OT win 

 

Mike Johnston May 26, 2021, 1:27 AM 

 

With the Colorado Avalanche and Boston Bruins both closing out their 
respective series Sunday, it meant there was only one U.S.-based game 
in the Stanley Cup Playoffs on Tuesday night. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Nashville Predators required overtime for 
the third consecutive game, but unlike the previous two contests it was 
the Canes that skated away with the victory. 

Nashville was doing a great job clogging up the neutral zone, getting into 
shooting lanes and slowing the game down, while Carolina didn’t quite 
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resemble the high-flying, puck-moving team hockey fans have come to 
know. 

The Hurricanes still managed to fire 37 shots at Juuse Saros and they 
out-hit the Preds 66-40, but losing the turnover battle an embarrassing 
21-4 nearly cost them the game were it not for a few key plays and 
players. 

Necas outwits Saros with two-goal game 

Martin Necas was the best forward for Carolina in regulation and was 
rewarded with his first two-goal playoff game. 

Necas beat Saros over his glove hand on the power play in the first 
period mere seconds after being stopped by the Predators goalie on an 
identical shot. 

“We haven’t scored much lately so we have to change something,” the 
12th-overall pick from 2017 said during a TV interview in between the 
first and second period. “We gotta put the pucks on the net. He’s a great 
goalie, but he’s a little smaller so when he doesn’t see if we put it high it 
could work, so hopefully we’re going to keep going like that and get a 
couple more.” 

Carolina couldn’t beat Saros with another high shot, although Necas 
exploited the netminder's lack of length on a terrific wraparound goal to 
even the score in the third period and help send the game to OT. 

Remaining Time -1:19 

Necas pulls off slick wraparound goal to beat Saros 

Canes overcome timely goal challenge from Preds 

The Hurricanes thought they had initially evened the score at 2-2 in the 
second period, however Saros shrugged his shoulders immediately after 
the puck slid into his net and Preds bench boss John Hynes wasted no 
time challenging the call. 

Saros was bumped and Warren Foegele’s foot was in the crease. Even 
though it was primarily Roman Josi’s body preventing Saros from making 
the save, it was deemed goaltender interference by the letter of the law 
and the score was rolled back to 2-1. 

Carolina had trouble generating many quality scoring chances after the 
successful challenge and couldn’t gather any consistent momentum until 
roughly 12 minutes remaining in the third period after they had killed off 
an undisciplined roughing minor Foegele was assessed. 

The Hurriacnes kept at it, took Necas’s advice and continued firing pucks 
at Saros. It ultimately led to the OT winner much to the delight of 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour. 

“I think we got rewarded tonight,” Brind'Amour told reporters at PNC 
Arena. “That's the way I look at it. We finally got a bounce, something 
that went our way that we really haven't had this series. So I think that 
was nice.” 

Remaining Time -1:08 

Staal bats puck out of midair for Game 5 OT winner 

Trenin steps up for Preds 

Some nights, especially in the playoffs, it’s tough to predict who’s going 
to play the hero or be an unexpected contributor. 

Yakov Trenin was that player for Nashville in Game 5 as the 24-year-old 
Russian recorded his first multi-goal game in the NHL. 

Trenin’s first saw a Josi shot deflect off the shaft of his stick past Alex 
Nedeljkovic. His second came following a brutal drop pass from Brett 
Pesce that was picked up by Colton Sissons who delivered a sweet 
saucer feed and Trenin wired it past Nedeljkovic low blocker for his 
second of the game. 

Unfortunately for Nashville, the second-round pick from 2015 was the 
lone source of offence for his team in Game 5. 

The Predators will look to stave off elimination Thursday at home in 
Game 6. 
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Sportsnet.ca /  "A SCORING CHANCE WAITING TO HAPPEN" 

 

By Ryan Dixon 

 

How Winnipeg Jets winger Kyle Connor became one of the NHL's best 
finishers 

You have to go back a while to find the last time the Winnipeg Jets were 
playing for nothing more than pride. In the closing game of the 2016–17 
season, the Jets hosted the Nashville Predators knowing it would be their 
final skate together until the following September. If some players had to 
talk themselves into the importance of going out guns blazing, Kyle 
Connor wasn’t one of them. The first-year pro — 20 years old at the time 
— had just spent the previous four months toiling in the American 
Hockey League after starting the season with the big club. Connor got 
the call to come up for one more NHL contest, providing him an 
opportunity to end a transitional year — probably the hardest of his 
young career — on a high. And he’s not really one to miss on 
opportunities. 

With just over nine minutes remaining in the third period and his team 
trailing 1–0, Connor made the kind of boring play coaches cherish, 
followed by the type of explosive action that makes him who he is. As 
Nashville defenceman Anthony Bitetto chugged out of his own zone with 
the puck, Connor swished backwards toward the red line, his stick-
holding right arm fully extended to clog a passing lane in the middle of 
the ice. Bitetto shuffled to his backhand and tried to flick the puck past 
Connor, but the latter got his left hand in the way, spun around like a 
Daytona 500 winner while trying to relocate the puck, then whacked it 
over to teammate Adam Lowry. As play suddenly swung back toward 
Nashville’s goal, Connor made a beeline for the crease. He took Lowry’s 
return pass just a few feet in front of goalie Pekka Rinne, held it for a 
beat, then whipped it over Rinne’s blocker arm. As he peeled off, Connor 
lifted every limb except his right leg with an unmistakable “Let’s go!” 
spirit. The Jets won the game. Connor won the night. 

Twelve months before that exciting April evening, Connor was shredding 
the NCAA. One year after the tally against Rinne, he wrapped his official 
rookie season in the NHL by leading all freshman in goals, with 31. In 
between, he laid much of the foundation for the player he’s become, one 
whose arrow keeps pointing up. The guy they call “K.C.” has pushed his 
way into the elite tier of NHL goal-scorers, though his name can still be a 
late entry into any discussion about the world’s finest finishers. Maybe 
some withhold shine because Connor has spent so much of his career as 
the junior on a line with established offensive stars. Don’t get it twisted, 
though: The kid who hung on every shoulder shimmy and blade twitch in 
the Pavel Datsyuk highlights he’d devour before youth hockey games 
has become a force for the Jets. And even if the 24-year-old is not the 
type to tell you how it is, there are plenty of people around him who will. 

PURE ELECTRICITY 

It's far from the only thrilling part of Connor's game, but Woodcroft 
describes his speed as "electric" 

Todd Woodcroft had a front-row view of Connor’s NHL career from 2016 
to 2020. The former Jets assistant coach can cite a number of things that 
stand out from games, practices and workouts, but he opts to highlight 
the quality that puts Connor in the company of another Connor. “His 
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speed is electric,” says Woodcroft, now coach of the NCAA’s Vermont 
Catamounts. “Like, he’s not far off from McDavid.” 

Connor certainly shot out of the blocks this year. In Winnipeg’s first 
game, he blasted home a one-timer during a two-man advantage to tie a 
battle with the Calgary Flames the Jets eventually won in overtime. Next 
time out, he took a pass in the slot on his forehand and beat Toronto 
Maple Leafs goalie Frederik Andersen on the stick side. When Connor 
roofed one over an outstretched Marcus Hogberg the next night in 
Ottawa, it was three goals in three outings for a player who sniffs 
chances like few others and excels at cashing them. “You’ve heard it a 
million times,” says Connor, who has 10 tallies this season after popping 
a pair against Montreal on Thursday, “but there’s a lot of goals scored 
[via] tips, rebounds — just being in the right spot is the biggest thing.” 

The right spot is like a second home to Connor at this point. Since the 
start of the 2017–18 season, only eight players have more goals than 
Connor’s 113. After registering 34 goals as a sophomore in 2018-19, he 
was on pace for 44 last year when COVID-19 hijacked everything. On 
March 11, 2020 — the last night of regular-season hockey — Connor 
broke a 2–2 tie with the Edmonton Oilers early in the third period by 
taking a Blake Wheeler feed, streaking in alone on goalie Mike Smith and 
zipping the puck under his pads. He added an empty-netter to seal a 
crucial win for a Jets team fighting tooth-and-nail for the playoffs and it 
marked his 10th goal in 13 outings. When — after a long hiatus — the 
hockey world gathered again for the summer bubble session, Jets coach 
Paul Maurice was talking like a man who wanted to catch the world up on 
what people inside the Jets room already knew. 

“I would say [he’s] quietly become an elite player, right? Because there is 
more than just putting the puck in the net,” Maurice said of Connor ahead 
of his team’s preliminary-round loss to the Flames. “This guy, I think he’s 
going to be thought of — he’s got a long-term deal so I don’t mind saying 
it — I think he’s going to be a top-10 player in the National Hockey 
League.” 

Connor has spent the majority of his NHL time skating on the left side of 
a line with Wheeler and centre Mark Scheifele. The three have unique 
chemistry, but even when the equation changes, Connor sees himself as 
a guy who can make a trio go. “At this point, I believe I can for sure drive 
the line,” he says. “Whether it’s with Blake and Mark or anybody else up 
and down our lineup.” 

“There’s no fear in him. He plays really hard.” 

What Maurice was referring to last summer, though, is all the things 
Connor has picked up over time to round out his game. Yes, hiccups 
happen. No. 81 wasn’t called out by name, but was clearly the target of 
some Maurice frustration earlier this year when a half-hearted backcheck 
led to a goal against. Blips aside, Connor supplements his million-dollar 
highlights with a lot of pennywise plays. “He’s so good at picking the puck 
from guys,” says Columbus Blue Jackets defenceman Zach Werenski, 
who played AAA youth and NCAA hockey with Connor. “He’s so good at 
just popping their stick and taking the puck. It’s a skill and it’s one of 
those things that not everyone can do.” 

One scout for a North Division rival echoed Werenski, while also noting 
Connor is a great first man on the forecheck because he’s so fast and 
fights hard for 50-50 pucks. Woodcroft confirms Connor has an ample 
supply of gumption. “There’s no fear in him,” says Woodcroft. “He plays 
really hard.” 

JETS' ENGINE 

Connor started this season red-hot, netting a goal in each of his first 
three outings 

When the bus finally rolled back into Youngstown, Ohio, coach Anthony 
Noreen had one message for his Phantoms before they staggered home 
to their beds: I don’t want to see any of you tomorrow. The United States 
Hockey League team had just completed a three-in-three road slog, 
which prompted Noreen’s message to stay home and rest up. The next 
day, as Noreen and his assistants chatted upstairs in the arena, they 

started to hear something. The sounds called to mind an episode of the 
old Adam West Batman show: Ping! Thwack! Doink! “I look out and 
Kyle’s on the ice [shooting pucks],” Noreen says. “And next thing I know, 
eight or nine other guys are on the ice. Next thing I know, the whole team 
is on the ice.” 

Noreen knew he was getting a talented player when he signed Connor to 
play for the Phantoms beginning in the 2012–13 season. Along the way 
he learned he was also getting a person who — purely through his own 
devotion to the game — would elevate the bar for those around him. 
Connor grew up in Shelby Township, Mich. with three siblings, a 
backyard rink and a dad, Joe, who was often on his youth team coaching 
staffs. After playing AAA alongside Werenski for multiple years with the 
Belle Tire program, Connor tried out for the U.S. National Team 
Development Program under-17 squad. He didn’t make it. Instead, he left 
home for Youngstown, beginning his rookie Jr. A season still a few 
months shy of his 16th birthday. The fledgling program — the Phantoms 
joined the USHL three seasons before Connor joined them — rose in 
tandem with the quiet, skinny scorer who was quickly dubbed 
“Franchise.” 

“He’s one of those kids who was a little bit of a natural and he was good 
at everything,” Noreen says. “Whatever the guys would do, he would be 
the best.” 

“Even in the off-season in practices, he wants to score on every single 
shot. Just to see that firsthand was insane.” 

The veteran players — some were five years Connor’s senior — took a 
shine to him, even joking back then that “Franchise” could get away with 
begging off typical rookie chores like collecting pucks after practice or 
pushing carts full of equipment bags. Austin Cangelosi, now playing in 
Norway, was a second-year Phantom who billeted with a rookie Connor. 
The two spent free time playing NHL 2K online and busting out mini-
sticks for whack-fests with their billets’ hockey-playing children. As 
Connor began to relax into his new surroundings, Cangelosi realized a 
sense of humour — complete with some trash talk — was one dimension 
of the person everyone finds easy to like. “If he had a bad day, you’d 
never know,” Cangelosi says. “You never caught him waking up on the 
wrong side of the bed. I think that’s a hard thing to come by, a guy who 
has a good attitude every day and nothing seems to change it. Not too 
many ups and downs with him.” 

There certainly wasn’t much in the way of scoring troughs during 
Connor’s one and only NCAA season. A few months after being drafted 
17th overall in 2015 by the Jets, Connor was suiting up as a Michigan 
Wolverine in front of family and friends at the always-rocking Yost Ice 
Arena. Part of a deadly trio featuring J.T. Compher at centre and Tyler 
Motte on right wing, he led the nation in both goals (35) and points (71). 
Still, Connor felt the sting of being cut from the American World Junior 
Championship team that winter. Compher says it was clear that, upon his 
return to Michigan, Connor was playing with something to prove. “You 
have to use it as motivation,” Connor says. “There were a bunch of 
instances [growing up] where I’d get cut from a team, and you can’t sit 
there and just wonder what could have been, you’ve got to go out there 
and work harder.” 

That mentality came into play again shortly after the start of Connor’s 
Jets career. He actually made the team out of his first training camp in 
the fall of 2016, but by mid-November — with just one goal on his stat 
line — he was playing fewer than 10 minutes per game. Frustration soon 
bubbled up. “I just remember wanting to play games,” Connor says. “That 
was the biggest thing.” 

WHAT DOESN'T KILL YOU 

“You have to use it as motivation,” Connor says of being cut earlier in his 
career. “You can’t sit there and just wonder what could have been, 
you’ve got to go out there and work harder.” 

He did just that in the AHL, dressing for 52 contests under Manitoba 
Moose bench boss Pascal Vincent. Connor scored 25 times in the minors 
and did video work with Vincent that he says provided the underpinning 
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for his pro game. After the sweet send-off that year versus Nashville, 
Connor returned for camp the following September and experienced a 
little more turbulence when he was assigned back to the ‘A’ to start the 
year. After four minor-league outings that October, Connor had three 
goals and five points and an invitation to rejoin the Jets for good. His AHL 
apprenticeship — 56 games in total — was relatively short in the end, but 
went a long way toward preparing him the chess match hockey becomes 
at the NHL level. 

“It’s totally different,” he says. “About 90 per cent of the game, nothing 
really happens and you’ve just got to be in good defensive position, 
you’ve got to run your routes, do your job and then when you get your 
chance, that’s where the skill and the top-end players take over and 
they’re able to capitalize on them.” 

Connor’s knack for taking anything that resembles a scoring opportunity 
and putting it on the board is what stands out to Compher, a Colorado 
Avalanche centre who typically sees a fair bit of his old pal under normal 
scheduling circumstances in the Western Conference. “His finishing 
ability is super high-end,” Compher says. “It doesn’t matter where the 
puck came from, where it is, whether it’s in front of him, behind him, he’s 
able to get off good shots and good goal-scoring shots.” 

Connor is already scoring at a rate that more than justifies the seven 
year, $50-million deal he signed in September 2019. Of the eight players 
who’ve exceeded his goal total in the past three-plus seasons, all but one 
— David Pastrnak — were drafted higher than Connor; six were first-
overall selections. “K.C. can score on a breakaway. K.C. can score on a 
goal-line jam. K.C. can score coming off the half wall, he can tip it,” says 
Woodcroft. “That guy is a scoring chance waiting to happen.” 

Connor says his shot was actually one of the weakest parts of his game 
when he was a kid. Even when he was in Youngstown, Noreen said his 
prolific numbers were more about the high volume of chances he 
generated with his ridiculous skating rather than picking every corner. 
Those small spaces are getting hit now because Connor continues to 
slave away at finding them. Werenski saw it close up during the off-
season in Michigan when he and Connor took part in regular skates at 
the USA Hockey Arena in Plymouth with NHLers — and, in all likelihood, 
fellow future U.S. Olympians — like Dylan Larkin and Jack and Quinn 
Hughes. “It was the first summer I trained with Kyle and every day I was 
blown away,” Werenski raves. “It was like he was the talk of the skate 
every skate; just how he scores on every single shot. I kept telling him, 
‘You’re automatic. Like, you don’t miss.’ And when he doesn’t score, I 
don’t think there’s a harder person on himself. Even in the off-season in 
practices, he wants to score on every single shot. Just to see that 
firsthand this summer was insane.” 

Connor also excels at hitting the mark on the links, where — naturally — 
he is a scratch golfer. Compher knows, whenever his buddy needs a 
straight one off the tee, he’ll reach for the two-iron and knock it down the 
middle. No fuss, just a self-assured man who strolls up, locks in and 
makes it happen. “Sometimes the loudest guy in the room you might 
think is the most confident,” Compher says. “But I tend to like guys who 
know what they can do, believe in what they can do but they don’t have 
to put it in your face. That’s exactly Kyle. Just a good dude.” 

With serious hints of greatness. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jack Campbell earning praise from Carey Price in 
goaltending duel 

 

Luke Fox 

 

If one goaltender were to swing this series, it had to be the man whose 
neck doubles as a hanger for gold medals. The guy with four major NHL 
trophies on his shelf. He of 70-plus playoff games on his résumé. 

Right? 

Make no mistake, Carey Price has been phenomenal through the first 
three bouts of Toronto Maple Leafs vs. Montreal Canadiens. Price has 
faced more shots — and more difficult shots — than his counterpart in 
blue, and he’s made the type of 10-bell stops that have earned him 
retweetable gifs and that sterling reputation from his peers as the best in 
the biz. 

Just ask Jason Spezza: 

And yet, Jack Campbell — a playoff newbie and career backup in the 
NHL until, oh, about two months ago — has been dialled in to duel the 
future Hall of Famer. 

Campbell, too, can be a difference maker. 

“Their goaltender’s playing well,” Price said. “We’re going to have to 
make it more difficult for him.” 

Understanding Campbell hasn’t faced the same dynamic arsenal of 
shooters chugging down toward Price’s net, and that Dominque 
Ducharme has done him a favour by scratching Cole Caufield twice, the 
Leafs No. 1 has been stellar. 

Through three nights, Campbell has turned away 78 saves of 82 shots 
for a .951 save percentage, 1.35 goals-against average, and a 2-1 series 
edge. 

He’s also been the backbone of a suddenly stingy penalty kill that is 
enjoying a 21-for-21 shutdown run and muting every one of Montreal’s 5-
on-4 advantages. 

After getting beat clean far-side blocker off the rush Monday night by 
Nick Suzuki midway through a pivotal Game 3, Campbell closed up shop 
faster than you can say “Ontario.” 

Campbell nimbly switched gears from the relatively light work of periods 
1 and 2 (14 shots total) to a frenetic and desperate Habs push in the 
third, turning away all 15 pucks, including a Tomas Tatar attempt at the 
goal line. 

His glove caught everything. Rebounds were scarce to nonexistent. And 
he battled through the desperate mayhem. 

“It was a tough, tough period. They're coming at us real hard. I'd like to 
see us relax and make a few more plays so we can settle the game 
down, but it's a very important game. It's a very important period,” coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. 

“I thought our guys battled hard, and of course our goalie was our best 
player.” 

Wayne Simmonds, too, crowned “Soupy” the game’s first star, saying the 
skaters owe him one. 

Campbell, always a bundle of stick-taps and wink-smiles, gave props to 
his shot-blockers and said simply: “It was a fun third period.” 

Game-winning goal-scorer Morgan Rielly went out of his way to direct the 
spotlight in Campbell’s direction. 

“Those close games, that pressure in the playoffs when you are coming 
down the homestretch can be nerve-racking. We know what's at stake,” 
Rielly said post-win. 

“All the credit in the world has to go to Jack Campbell. He was an 
absolute warrior for us. He was competing all night, and I think down the 
homestretch he was outstanding. 

“He's been there for us all year, and tonight was no different. He’s an 
absolute stud.” 
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In a post-season rarity, the puck drop for Game 4 will occur roughly 22 
hours after Game 3’s final buzzer. Campbell has been nursing a lower-
body ailment and frequently takes practices off for maintenance. 

Montreal will bank on its $10.5-million stud. And while Keefe waited to 
gauge Campbell’s energy and health Tuesday morning before making a 
commitment, the coach called going back-to-back with Campbell an 
"easy decision." 

Neither Price nor Campbell started both halves of a back-to-back all year. 
But the playoffs are a more demanding beast. 

“During the regular season, I can understand why maybe you don't do 
that as much, but in playoff hockey, whoever Coach puts in will be ready 
to go,” Campbell said. 

“It’s a challenge. It's playoff hockey. It's the best time of the year. The 
skaters have to do it every time, so nothing to complain about. It's just fun 
to get out there.” 

By now, most Toronto fans understand that Campbell is the world’s 
nicest teammate. They’ve heard tales of his hard work and long road to 
the starter’s crease. They saw his name pop up as the club’s 2021 
Masterton nominee, an acknowledgment of his dogged perseverance 
since being a first-round pick 11 years and two organizations ago. 

And once he trumped Price’s record for most consecutive wins to start a 
season this year, they recognized his talent. 

“But then adversity hit. We started to lose games as a team. He started 
to put together back-to-back starts that he wasn’t happy with,” Keefe 
said, thinking back to Campbell’s mid-April swoon. 

The goalie criticized himself publicly and, no doubt, privately. The ability 
to flush and forgive has never come naturally for Campbell, his own 
harshest critic. But that ability is critical for playoff success. 

Since then, Campbell has been as kind to himself as his play has been to 
the Leafs. 

“Our confidence as a team has really grown since then. His ability to 
handle that adversity was just another layer to him when you bring in the 
personality, the energy, the positivity that he has, the work ethic. Those 
are things that anybody in hockey who has been around Jack Campbell 
speaks to. But he dealt with some adversity this season, met it head on, 
and turned the corner. That was a big moment for him,” Keefe explained. 

“The reality is, when you are playing for the Leafs in the Canadian 
division, the limelight is quite bright all season long. He has shown the 
ability to shine within that, step up, and perform at a high level.” 

So far, so stud. 

Or, as Campbell says: “I'm just trying to focus on the next shot and trying 
not to mess up for the boys.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Ducharme must stop line experimentation in 
critical Game 4 

Remaining Time -2:43 

How can Montreal kickstart their offence against the Maple Leafs? 

Held to one goal in each of their last two games and without a power play 
goal in the series, Faizal Khamisa and Eric Engels look at how Montreal's 
offence needs to get going ahead of Game 4 against the Maple Leafs. 

 

Eric Engels May 25, 2021, 2:21 PM 

 

MONTREAL — You must go with what you know, to borrow from 
Dominique Ducharme, who gave a strange but perfect card-game 
analogy before Monday’s Game 3 loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs to 
explain why John Merrill was playing over Alexander Romanov. 

“You can’t jump on the ice and be a 10 — or whatever card you are, pick 
a number — and then suddenly be an ace, and then be a three,” he said. 
“You can’t be unpredictable.” 

We can’t necessarily think of a game where the face value of a card does 
what Ducharme suggested, but he was right about what he was saying, 
and he needs to lean into that mentality ahead of assembling his lines 
and power play schemes if he wants the Canadiens to take Tuesday’s 
Game 4 and send this series back to Toronto tied 2-2. What is known to 
him at this point is much more valuable than the unknown. 

If the Canadiens spent most of the first 40 minutes of Game 3 chasing 
the puck, it was at least somewhat influenced by the sheer randomness 
of their makeup. Brendan Gallagher, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Tyler 
Toffoli, who had played less than 30 minutes together at five-on-five this 
season, had to spend much of that time finding chemistry. Same goes 
with Tomas Tatar, Phillip Danault and Josh Anderson, who spent just 
45:15 together from mid-January to mid-May. 

The time for experimentation is over. The Canadiens have scored just 
four goals through three games and produced nothing on its momentum-
killing power play, so some stability is in order if they want to change all 
of that. 

Ducharme started this series with Tatar, Danault and Gallagher together 
and abandoned the line after a game-and-a-half. He was somewhat 
justified, given how the line performed, but their chemistry built over 
hundreds of games together should bring out the best in them in this 
situation. All three players were coming off injuries ahead of the first 
game, and now all three of them are into this series and need to be given 
their best opportunity to help the Canadiens tie it. 

It’s a reality Gallagher seemed to acknowledge in his carefully-framed 
comments after Monday’s game. 

“The first game, I thought we didn’t really do much bad but didn’t create 
much,” he said. “I thought in the second game, we had a pretty decent 
first period, and then after that we got into some penalty trouble and 
really didn’t play together after that. I’ll say there probably wasn’t much 
time, but if we get back together, we’re probably pretty confident.” 

Gallagher, who has yet to score in this series, finished his thought by 
saying the lines were able to create some positive momentum for the 
Canadiens in a third period that saw them out-shoot the Maple Leafs 15-
2, but there’s no way he, Tatar and Danault feel they have a better 
chance of being effective with anyone else than they would be with each 
other. 

Remaining Time -1:05 

Why Anderson expects a much hungrier Canadiens offence in Game 4 

Before the series, Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe referred to them as 
“as good a line as there is in the league the last few years,” and the 
numbers reflect that. His counterpart surely knows. 

Ducharme would also know that even if Toffoli and Nick Suzuki didn’t 
produce much together through Games 1 and 2, they played 336:54 as 
Montreal’s highest-scoring pair at 5-on-5 this season. They were 
dynamite in all situations down the stretch, with 14 goals and 26 points 
over their final 12 games. 

The coach may not opt for a reunion in Game 4, but Suzuki explained on 
Tuesday morning why one would be a good idea, with Toffoli stuck on 
zero goals for the series after scoring 28 in the regular season. 

“I think our chemistry just comes with how we both think the game,” he 
said. “(Toffoli) sees the ice at a very high level. He’s able to make any 
plays. He’s a great shooter. I think we just meshed really well at the end 
of the season there. And if we get the chance to play together again, I 
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thought we were a little not as great with the puck as we usually are in 
the first two games of the series, (but) I felt better last game (and) he had 
some great chances last night. 

“I like playing with him, so if we get chance, I’m definitely open to it.” 

With neither player being among Montreal’s fastest skaters, and with 
both of them paired with one of the team’s slower movers in Joel Armia, it 
was a struggle against the Maple Leafs’ speedy defensive duo of Morgan 
Rielly and T.J. Brodie in Toronto. 

But in Montreal, the Canadiens control the matchups. Ducharme can get 
Toffoli and Suzuki away from those two for at least some of the time, and 
he can swap out Armia for Cole Caufield for a much-needed turbo boost. 

“There’s a lot of things to like (about playing with Caufield),” said Suzuki. 
“He plays the game with high energy, sees the ice well. I think that’s an 
underrated part of his game. He’s able to make all the plays, and when 
he gets a scoring opportunity, he’s always ready to shoot the puck.” 

Caufield being an elite offensive talent is the reason he played with 
Suzuki in Game 2, and though the sample size was small during the 
regular season, it was proven there’s something between the two of them 
and Toffoli. They controlled 70 per cent of the shot attempts and 63 per 
cent of the expected goals in their limited time as a line. 

This is a known commodity, just like Caufield’s one-timer on the left side 
of the power play. 

That’s where the kid has scored the bulk of his goals with the Wisconsin 
Badgers over the last two seasons, but it’s not where he’s been playing 
for most his time with the Canadiens. 

“He can go both sides, and that’s something that we can use,” Ducharme 
said ahead of Game 4. “So depending on who he’s going to be on with, 
he might be on the left side, he might be on the right. 

“So, that’s something that’s good for a goal scorer—to be able to play 
different spots like that on the power play makes it less predictable, and I 
think he’s good at shooting the puck from both sides.” 

Yes, Caufield showed he’s capable on the right. He even notched 
Montreal’s best scoring chance from there in Game 2 with a shot he 
ripped off the crossbar on an early power play. 

But just the threat of his one-timer on the left would open up more 
options all over the ice for the Canadiens, and taking that away seems 
counterintuitive and counterproductive. 

So did mixing up the Canadiens’ best unit instead of trusting it to deliver 
through the first three games. Toffoli, Suzuki and Jeff Petry were on 
together for 12 of 29 goals the Canadiens scored on the power play this 
season, but Shea Weber has been in Petry’s spot throughout this series. 

A return to base is in order. Ducharme wouldn’t confirm his lineup for 
Game 4 -- Artturi Lehkonen, Jake Evans and Eric Staal are all game-time 
decisions -- but he’d be wise to go with what he knows, because the 
unpredictability factor is hurting the Canadiens much more than its 
helping them so far. 
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TSN.CA / Stars want to stay, but Flames eyeing major changes 

Captain Mark Giordano and star forward Johnny Gaudreau have both 
declared their intentions to remain with the organization, but that might 
not matter in an off-season that is sure to bring changes, Salim Valji 
writes. 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

Four days after Calgary Flames general manager Brad Treliving 
addressed reporters following the conclusion to the team’s disappointing 
season, the Flames declined comment on his status within the 
organization. 

When asked about his job security last week, Treliving said that he’d 
meet with ownership as he normally does after every season. 

On Tuesday, the Flames said they couldn’t provide any details on if those 
meetings had taken place. Treliving’s contract runs through the end of 
the 2022-23 season. 

“I’m sure that we will over the course, as we usually do at the end of the 
season,” Treliving said after players cleaned out their lockers last week. 
“Today was about getting through player meetings and all those types of 
meetings and we’ll go through the regular review, but have not done that 
as of yet.” 

Seven years into his tenure, the Flames have just one playoff series 
victory, back in 2015. 

Despite bringing Jacob Markstrom as a bona fide No. 1 goalie and a top-
four blueliner in Chris Tanev last off-season, the Flames took a major 
step backward, finishing the season with their lowest points percentage 
(0.491) since the 1982-83 season. 

The general manager’s future is one of several questions the Calgary 
Flames face in the coming weeks. Among them is the future of two of 
their most recognizable players. 

Last week, captain Mark Giordano and star forward Johnny Gaudreau 
both declared their intentions to remain with the organization long-term. 

Gaudreau, normally soft-spoken and brief during Zoom interviews, was 
particularly determined to quell any speculation that he’s itching for a 
change of scenery when his contract expires next off-season. 

The American, drafted in the fourth round by the Flames in 2011, is 10th 
in franchise history with 494 points. After initial growing pains under 
Darryl Sutter, Gaudreau settled in, tallying 20 points in his final 15 
games. 

“I love the city of Calgary,” Gaudreau said. “I love playing here. I don’t 
think I’ve ever once said I haven’t wanted to be here.” 

Treliving said that Gaudreau has voiced those same thoughts to him. 
Gaudreau’s agent, Lewis Gross, did not immediately reply when asked if 
negotiations had begun with the Flames. 

Giordano, meanwhile, is coming off another season as a top-pairing 
blueliner, splitting time with Rasmus Andersson and Tanev. The team’s 
biggest expansion draft decision is whether to protect either Tanev or 
Giordano. Should they expose the captain, the question then becomes if 
the Flames will trade an asset to Seattle to prevent losing the player 
Treliving calls the “conscience” of the team. 

Treliving and Giordano have already talked about that possibility. 

“There are certain situations where you have to be an adult about it and 
know that there are certain things that have to happen,” Giordano said 
last week. “That’s all I’m really going to say about it, but I think Tre and I 
have a good enough relationship where we’ll have some good 
conversations, for sure.” 

Beyond Gaudreau and Giordano, the Flames face several other roster 
questions. 

Matthew Tkachuk is eligible for an extension this summer before 
becoming a restricted free agent next July. With a qualifying offer of $9 
million and coming off an underwhelming 2020-21 campaign, the 
organization will have to decide if he merits a long-term commitment at 
potentially over $10 million a season. 
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Tkachuk’s 0.77 points-per-game average this year was his lowest since 
the 2017-18 season, and he looked far less engaged – physically and 
emotionally – than seasons past. 

They’ll also have to figure out how to unlock Markstrom’s potential. In his 
first season as the highest-paid goalie in franchise history, the Swede 
posted a pedestrian 0.904 save percentage and 2.66 goals-against 
average in 43 starts. 

Last week, Treliving talked about major changes to the core. Could that 
include testing the market on longtime Flames Mikael Backlund and 
Sean Monahan? 

Then there is the team’s internal culture. 

Veteran forward Milan Lucic spent much of his season-ending session 
with reporters talking about the need for players to be unselfish in 
pursuing the ultimate goal.  

“I think the way it changes is when the individual completely buys into 
what the team is trying to sell,” Lucic said. “When everyone buys into it, 
regardless of, let’s say you want to play 15 minutes but you’re playing 11 
minutes but you’re winning and you’re happy and you’re getting what you 
get out of it, that’s what feels good at the end of the day.” 

“When you play for individual achievements [instead of] team 
achievements, this is what happens: You don’t get to play in the 
playoffs,” Lucic continued. “When you play for team achievements, 
playing to win the division title, home ice, all that stuff, that’s when things 
go well for you as an individual.”   

When Treliving was asked if the team as currently constructed could be 
contenders, his reply was a quick, “no.” 

“How deep those changes will go, we’ll have to determine that,” he said. 

Regardless of who ultimately has the final say over the roster, change is 
on the horizon for the Flames. 

And it may not matter if Gaudreau and Giordano want to stay. 
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USA TODAY / Reports: Wayne Gretzky to join TNT as analyst after 
stepping down from post with Oilers 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

 

Wayne Gretzky stepped down from his post as vice chairman of the 
Edmonton Oilers on Thursday.  

His next move will be to broadcasting, according to multiple reports.  

TNT has hired "The Great One" as a NHL studio analyst for when the 
network begins its rights deal with the league later this year. The New 
York Post first reported the news and added that Gretzky's contract will 
be around $3 million per year.  

It's currently not known who will join Gretzky, considered the greatest 
player of all time and holds the record for most points in a NHL career, on 
the show.  

WarnerMedia news and sports chairman Jeff Zucker said last month the 
company hoped to create a studio show similar to how "Inside the NBA" 
is the gold standard for basketball commentary shows. Part of that 
show's appeal is the star power on the screen between Shaquille O'Neal, 
Charles Barkley and Kenny Smith.  

Gretzky is not a bad start in that endeavor on the hockey side.  

"It’s the sensibility and the style that we approach our coverage with that 
we will also bring here," Zucker said last month on a video call. "And I 
think that’s innovative, fun and dynamic, and I think, again, that’s widely 
recognized with our NBA coverage, so that’s what we want to do with the 
NHL." 

Commissioner Gary Bettman added: "That's what we're excited about. 
We're counting on it."  

ESPN is the NHL's other broadcast partner starting next season and 
apparently tried to hire Gretzky as well, the Post reported. Disney, 
ESPN's parent company, will have rights to every game and will 
broadcast one more Stanley Cup over the life of the agreement than 
Turner.   
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USA TODAY / Penguins rally around goalie Tristan Jarry after gaffe in 
loss to Islanders; Jets sweep Oilers 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

New York Islanders forward Josh Bailey was given a gift early in the 
second overtime Monday night when Pittsburgh Penguins goalie Tristan 
Jarry's up-ice pass went straight to him. 

"At first, I was just trying to settle it down and wanted to get a good shot 
off and then I kind of ran out of time and let it go," he told reporters. 

His shot beat Jarry glove side, the same place where the goalie has 
given up other goals in the series, for a 3-2 win and a 3-2 lead in the 
best-of-seven series. 

But the Penguins are rallying around Jarry as they face a must-win road 
game on Wednesday. 

"It’s a team game," defenseman Kris Letang told reporters. "It’s nobody’s 
fault. We win as a team. We lose as a team. We’re going to shake it off 
and he’s going to bring his A game like we did tonight, and we’ll go in 
there and try to win that game." 

The Penguins were stymied for the second consecutive game by 
Islanders goalie Ilya Sorokin (48 saves). Jarry finished with 26 saves, but 
Penguins coach Mike Sullivan noted that if the goalie hadn't come up big 
on Jordan Eberle in the first overtime, there wouldn't have been a second 
OT. 

"We’ll rally around him," Sullivan said. "He’s been a really good goalie for 
us all year long. He’ll continue to be a good goalie for us as we move 
forward." 

Jets sweep Oilers  

The Winnipeg Jets are moving to the next round after completing a 
shocking four-game sweep of the Edmonton Oilers with a 4-3 triple-
overtime win. 

The Jets shut out the NHL's top scorers, Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl, in the first two games and rallied from a 4-1 third-period deficit 
to win Game 3. 

Monday, McDavid scored his first goal of the series, but Winnipeg's Mark 
Scheifele tied it in the third period with his second goal of the game, and 
Kyle Connor scored the winner in the longest game in Jets history. The 
final three games of the series went into overtime. 

Edmonton defenseman Darnell Nurse played more than 62 minutes in 
the game, third most in NHL history. 
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The Jets will play the winner of the Toronto Maple Leafs-Montreal 
Canadiens series. Toronto went up 2-1 with a 2-1 victory Monday. 

McDavid scored 105 points in 56 games, including 22 points against the 
Jets, during the regular season. 

"The regular season doesn't mean anything," he said. 

Panthers, Wild stay alive 

After goalies Sergei Bobrovsky and Chris Driedger were pulled in 
Florida's last two games, the Panthers gave Spencer Knight his first 
playoff start. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning scored on their first shot against him on a 2-
on-1 break, but that was it as he finished with 36 saves in a 4-1 win that 
staved off elimination. 

"He was just a rock all night," defenseman MacKenzie Weegar said. "He 
just put that one behind him. He matured after that." 

Knight, 20, is the youngest goalie to start an elimination game. 

"I don't think about the result, detach from it and just have fun in the 
moment," he said. 

-Minnesota rookie Kirill Kaprizov and veteran Zach Parise scored their 
first goals of the postseason as the Wild stayed alive with a 4-2 victory in 
Game 5 at the Vegas Golden Knights. The Wild were outshot 40-14. 

Tuesday's playoff games 

Toronto at Montreal, 7:30, NBCSN. Maple Leafs lead 2-1. 

Nashville at Carolina, 8, CNBC. Series tied 2-2. 
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