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Canes haven’t been their best in third period, but they’ve been their most productive  

By Luke DeCock  

It’s been a little lost amid the drama of the Nashville 
Predators’ two double-overtime goals, but the Carolina 
Hurricanes have a 3-2 lead in this series heading into 
Thursday’s Game 6 because of their own late clutch 
dramatics. 

Over the course of a series that’s been almost impossibly 
close — within a goal or tied for almost the entire duration — 
the Hurricanes have outscored the Predators 8-2 in third 
periods, and four of those eight goals were either score-tying 
goals or go-ahead goals, including Martin Necas’ game-tying 
shot late in Tuesday’s 3-2 overtime win. 

The Hurricanes had only two official shots in the first 11 
minutes of Tuesday’s third period before Rod Brind’Amour 
delivered an impassioned speech on the bench during a 
television timeout with 8:37 to go, unleashing a late nine-shot 
flurry that included Necas’ remarkable goal one shift later. 

“There’s a fine line of sticking with the program and not 
getting too stagnant,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. 
“We had to start pushing for some opportunities.” 

It’s all gone a little against the tenor of the series: While the 
Predators’ game has been predicated on clogging up the ice 
and retreating to the net — and they’ve attempted to impose 
a physical edge — it’s the Hurricanes who have worn down 
the Predators late in games despite a 95-90 Nashville edge 
in total shots attempted in the third period. The Hurricanes 
have a 317-236 edge at all other times. 

The Hurricanes haven’t necessarily played their best hockey 
late, but they’ve been their most productive late — at least 
until it gets very late, with the Hurricanes running on fumes 
without Jaccob Slavin as the two games in Nashville dragged 
on and on. 

But Slavin is back now ... and was on the ice for Staal’s four-
on-four overtime winner 123 seconds into overtime (not 104 
as originally and officially recorded, thanks to a timekeeping 
error). 

“Our third period wasn’t great,” Slavin said. “Obviously we 
got the goal from Necas, which is huge. We knew we had 
better to give.” 

Power back on 

After the Hurricanes’ power play went 0 for 4 in Game 4, 
Brind’Amour made some changes Tuesday, moving Necas 
and Teuvo Teravainen onto the first unit for Andrei 
Svechnikov and Staal. 

The switch paid immediate dividends: Necas converted on 
the Hurricanes’ first opportunity for their first man-advantage 
goal in more than 170 minutes of game time. 

Svechnikov was in the penalty box for that goal, but he 
stayed on the second unit when the Hurricanes went back on 
the power play in the second period. Svechnikov has only 
one goal in the series, an empty-netter in Game 1. 

Tailwinds 

Staal’s overtime goal was his second with the Hurricanes, 
tying him for second in franchise history with Kevin Dineen 
and Cory Stillman. Niclas Wallin, the “Secret Weapon,” 
remains the all-time leader with three. … Time to shorten the 
bench on the road in Game 6? Carolina’s fourth line has 
been on the ice for four of Nashville’s past six even-strength 
goals in regulation. It did score two of its own, both by Brock 
McGinn, in Game 4. ... The Hurricanes got over the NHL’s 
85% vaccination threshold ahead of Game 3 in Nashville, a 
team spokesperson confirmed Wednesday, and are 
operating under the league’s less restrictive COVID 
guidelines. 

Watch Carolina Hurricanes vs. Nashville Predators 

Game 6, Stanley Cup playoff series 

▪ Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 

▪ Bridgestone Arena, Nashville 

▪ TV: BSSO (Bally), NBCSN
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Hurricanes will add more fans for next game, whether that’s Game 7 or Game 1  

By Luke DeCock  

In the attendance arms race with their first-round playoff 
opponent, the Carolina Hurricanes are going to the next 
level. The team announced Wednesday that it would 
increase capacity at PNC Arena from 12,000 to more than 
15,000 going forward. 

That applies to a potential Game 7 against the Nashville 
Predators on Saturday or Game 1 of a second-round series 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning or Florida Panthers, which 
could also be as soon as Saturday. The Lightning has a 
chance to close out the Panthers on Wednesday night. 
Either way, the Hurricanes will play at least one more home 
game in front of their most fans yet. 

“It’ll be wild for sure,” Hurricanes forward Warren Foegele 
said Wednesday. “I remember from a couple years ago how 
difficult it was to hear each other on the bench. I can imagine 
with more fans in the building the place will be electric and 
we’ll be feeding off that energy.” 

The Hurricanes were originally planning to host about 6,000 
fans under North Carolina’s COVID-19 capacity limitations, 
but those were lifted before the playoff series began and 
there have been 12,000 fans in PNC for all three home 
games so far. The Predators had 12,000 fans for Games 3 
and 4 and announced this week they would bump that to 
more than 14,000 for Game 6 on Thursday. 

The Hurricanes lead the series 3-2 after Tuesday night’s 3-2 
overtime win at PNC. 

Wednesday, the Hurricanes successfully completed the 
installation of a 500-ton chiller and other ventilation 
equipment in the arena’s north parking lots of PNC Arena 
that will allow them to meet NHL airflow standards for 
increased capacity. The exact maximum has yet to be 
determined, the team said. 

The Hurricanes worked with Raleigh’s Gregory Poole 
Equipment Company — located just on the other side of the 
North Carolina Fairgrounds from the arena — to get the 
additional equipment installed in just over a week. The 
Centennial Authority, which oversees the arena, agreed to 
pay $207,838 to cover the first month of rental and operating 
costs. The Hurricanes would be on the hook for any costs 
after that, estimated at another $230,000 if the Hurricanes 
reach the Stanley Cup finals. 

“We are grateful to the NHL and to our friends at Gregory 
Poole for allowing us to safely increase capacity in time for 
this weekend,” Hurricanes president and general manager 
Don Waddell said in a statement. “The atmosphere for our 
home games at PNC Arena has been incredible, and we are 
looking forward to hosting even more of our passionate 
fans.” 

Watch Carolina Hurricanes vs. Nashville Predators 

Game 6, Stanley Cup playoff series 

▪ Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 

▪ Bridgestone Arena, Nashville 

▪ TV: BSSO (Bally), NBCSN
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All seems right in the Hurricanes’ world with Jaccob Slavin back and playing  

By Chip Alexander  

Any questions about Jaccob Slavin were answered 20 
seconds into his first shift Tuesday. 

That’s how long it took for the Carolina Hurricanes 
defenseman to make his first noticeable play against the 
Nashville Predators, cutting off forward Luke Kunin by the 
wall at the Carolina blue line. Slavin made the big hit, 
knocking the puck away from Kunin, and the Canes were 
quickly skating the other way. 

“Welcome back to the series, Jaccob Slavin,” Canes TV 
analyst Tripp Tracy said with emphasis. 

There were 12,000 Canes fans in PNC Arena likely having 
the same thought. Slavin was badly missed as he was held 
out of three straight games in the Stanley Cup playoff series 
with a lower-body injury that had become worrisome. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour didn’t try to downplay 
Slavin’s absence, calling it a “huge” loss. And Brind’Amour 
wasn’t sure if Slavin would return Tuesday for Game 5 until 
after the pregame warmup — defenseman Max Lajoie also 
was dressed and on the ice, if needed. 

But all was soon back to normal. Slavin likes to be the last off 
the ice after the warmup, making a high flip of the puck 
toward the net from near the bench. He did that Tuesday and 
soon was on the ice again with Dougie Hamilton, the Canes’ 
top defensive pairing back together. 

With Slavin helping smooth things out on the back end, the 
Canes won 3-2 in overtime on Jordan Staal’s hard-working 
goal. Slavin was on the ice to see it, be a part of it, passing 
to defenseman Brett Pesce for a shot that ended up with 
Staal whacking a loose puck past goalie Juuse Saros. 

“It’s awesome to get back out there and battle with the guys,” 
Slavin said after the game. “They’ve been battling hard this 
whole series so far. Watching the games, I don’t like it. I 
definitely get more nervous watching than being in the 
action.” 

Slavin played 21:25 in Game 1 as the Canes punched out a 
5-2 win over the Predators. But the injury that had hampered 
him late in the regular season kept him out the next three 
games of the first-round series, including the two marathon 
double-overtime losses to the Preds in Nashville. 

Pesce, Brady Skjei and Hamilton put in a lot of shifts in those 
two games, Pesce playing almost 80 minutes and Skjei 77. 
Brind’Amour also turned to Lajoie for the two road games 
rather than using veteran defenseman Jake Gardiner, who 
played in Game 2. 

Continually asked about Slavin, Brind’Amour always said the 
same thing: He was waiting for Slavin to tell him he was 
ready. On Tuesday, he was. He played 10 shifts in each of 
the three regulation periods in finishing with 26:08 in ice time, 

and assisted on the Martin Necas wraparound goal in the 
third period that tied it 2-2. 

“He was battling, too,” Pesce said Wednesday. “He’s dinged 
up a little and the boys really appreciate him coming back 
and fighting for us.” 

Slavin not only had the hit on Kunin but took a few. On his 
first shift, he held on to the puck behind the Canes’ net and 
absorbed a hit from Ryan Johansen, passing to Hamilton as 
the Canes quickly transitioned out of the zone. 

“He’s an elite defender and you take that out of anybody’s 
lineup and it’s going to be missed, big time,” Brind’Amour 
said.  

Brind’Amour has said Slavin did not aggravate his injury by 
playing in Game 1. His hope now is that Slavin has 
recovered to the point it no longer will be an issue, saying 
Wednesday that he expects the same group to play in Game 
6.  

“Going forward I’m avoiding him,” Brind’Amour said 
Wednesday. “I want to make sure he gets out there. I don’t 
want to ask, to be honest with you. He looked great and until 
I hear otherwise, I’m going to leave him alone.” 

An alternate captain, Slavin was not completely pleased with 
the Canes’ game Tuesday. Neither was Brind’Amour. The 
Canes showed resilience and refused to lose, but there were 
some aspects that need to be cleaner and better Thursday in 
Game 6 in Nashville. 

“It wasn’t our best game,” Slavin said. “I think we got away 
from what makes us successful a little bit there. Obviously 
(Necas) had a great goal in the third to tie it up. That was 
huge. But we’ve got to go back to Nashville and play the way 
that we know how to play.” 

Increased attendance 

The Canes announced Wednesday there will be an 
increased capacity of more than 15,000 fans for all remaining 
home playoff games. PNC Arena installed a 500-ton chiller 
that will allow the facility to increase air flow while 
maintaining the integrity of the playing surface.  

The Hurricanes worked with Gregory Poole Equipment 
Company to have the upgrade installed. The equipment was 
financed in collaboration with the Centennial Authority, which 
owns and operates PNC Arena. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Nashville Predators 

Game 6, Stanley Cup playoff series. 

▪ Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 

▪ Bridgestone Arena, Nashville 

▪ TV: BSSO (Bally), NBCSN
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Despite goaltender interference wiping away a goal, Hurricanes regain identity with Game 5 
win 

By Sara Civian 

After wasting another five minutes of my life I’ll never get 
back wondering what the hell goaltender interference really 
is — and if Warren Foegele committed it on Jordan Staal’s 
disallowed goal — a more existential question took hold. 

Does it even really matter right now? 

Of course, it matters in the grand scheme, and we can only 
hope the powers that be clear it up for us in our lifetime, but 
that is not the 2020-21 Carolina Hurricanes’ fish to fry. 

The Hurricanes are looking to fry some catfish. 

If they’ve learned anything from a Round 1 opponent as 
evidently respectable as the Predators, they’ve learned they 
aren’t going to do it on any sort of whim. Nashville has made 
Carolina’s 3-2 series lead incredibly difficult. A series like this 
presents an exhausting paradox: It feels like every penalty 
threatens to change the fate of a game, but when you get too 
caught up in the officiating you lose the plot. 

Twitter user @88wheels summed this up nicely in my 
mentions: “I always say, good teams win — great teams win 
despite the refs.” 

See, the Hurricanes I thought I knew were great. The 
Hurricanes I thought I knew, led by Jack Adams frontrunner 
Rod Brind’Amour and captain Staal, wouldn’t let the 
Predators take a series lead because of an overturned goal. 
And although a series tie after a 2-0 stronghold wasn’t the 
end of the world, a 3-2 deficit headed back to Nashville kinda 
would’ve been. 

The goaltender interference call that took Staal’s equalizer 
away was controversial, but “controversial goaltender 
interference call” is an oxymoron at this point. 

“Oh God, how do I answer this — I want to give you a good 
answer,” said Brind’Amour, who has never shied away from 
giving his real opinion. “Here’s the deal. I get why they called 
goalie interference. (Warren Foegele) was there initially. Had 
that shot come in initially, I think it’s goalie interference. But it 
didn’t come initially. So then, he gets out and their guy 
clearly pushes him and interferes with the goalie. It’s not our 
guy. There’s no chance he’s making that save anyway. It’s 
going wide, hits our skate and goes in. There needs to be a 
little more common sense on that, in my opinion. That’s 
clearly their guy preventing the goalie from making the save, 
not our guy. So that’s my take on it. I got a different 
explanation, but it is what it is.” 

I applaud any coach pulling behind the curtain and giving us 
their true opinion about anything, and Brind’Amour has been 
the most genuine and thoughtful coach I’ve ever worked 
with. But I would’ve been concerned for the team if this 
snippet ended up being the story of the game again. 

The real story, suddenly down 2-1 at home, vulnerable to a 
series deficit, would be the response. How do you “get 
punched in the face and keep going?” That’s what I thought 
this team was made of. 

“That’s it in a nutshell, trying to figure that out,” Brind’Amour 
said. “I thought this game, for two periods, was really good. 
We were doing everything we had to do, and everything was 
going against us. No matter what we tried, they get their first 
goal, float one in and it goes in. We finally fought back, and 
obviously there’s a goal that gets taken off the board that you 
think is a goal. What else can happen? But these guys stuck 
with it, and we’re still around, and that’s what’s great.” 

You might’ve started questioning if you really knew these 
Hurricanes over the past few games. It wasn’t for lack of 
effort, and it wasn’t necessarily anything they did. It’s what 
they weren’t able to do — elevate for that final scoring touch 
in overtime, open a game and/or take it over, overcome 
adversity no matter who it’s coming from. 

It was a simple — not easy — formula the Hurricanes 
learned they were capable of this regular season: skill plus 
grit equals win. Oh, and the return of a certain Jaccob Slavin 
didn’t hurt. 

But first, the secret sauce: Brind’Amour screaming 
something we’ll never know at the bench during the TV 
timeout directly before Martin Necas’ beauty of a late-game 
equalizer. 

“We had a great game going, and the third period, that was 
our worst 10 minutes,” he said. “We were just not doing what 
we had to do. It was probably a little frustration on my part 
more than anything, but we just had to get back to doing 
what we do. That was it. You yell and scream a little bit, try to 
get a little emotion on the bench and that was about all.” 

It’s almost like the Hurricanes needed to remind themselves 
of who they are as much as the rest of us needed the 
reminder. The Canes had an excellent second period before 
this, with five-or-six net-front chances and five-or-six 
miraculous saves from Juuse Saros. You couldn’t blame 
them, but they just had to find a different way to get past him. 

“It’s a fine line (between staying calm and creating urgency,” 
Staal said. “(Brind’Amour) did a great job of giving us a bump 
in that third period. We were running out of time, and it 
looked like we were a little stagnant. (Martinook, Lorentz and 
Fast) were out there and had a great shift for us, kind of got 
us going. And then (Necas) with a big goal right after that. 
When the crowd gets into it here, it’s exciting, and it’s tough 
to stop. There’s a fine line of sticking with the program and 
not getting too stagnant, and we really have to start pushing 
to get some more opportunities.” 

Enter playoff Necas with his second of the night. 
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“We definitely have talent, and we’re going to get a goal like 
that every seven or eight games. That’s what happens,” 
Brind’Amour said. “But the other part of our game is just that 
grind game that we all have to play this time of year. We 
were doing it great for two periods and then for that 
beginning of the third, everyone was just trying to a little too 
much and we didn’t get to it, but the talent got us back in the 
game. Basically a solo effort, and it got us back to have a 
chance to win the game.” 

You need it all this time of year, but more than anything you 
need an ability to overcome every flavor of adversity. 

So the captain was the Hurricanes’ first overtime hero of the 
series, with a goal just like the one that was overturned. 

“To get a big one like that felt really good,” he said. “We still 
have some work to do, but yeah, it felt good.” 

Maybe they are who we thought they were.

 

 

 

Game 6 Preview: Hurricanes at Predators 

Canes bring 3-2 First Round series lead back to Nashville 

By Michael Smith 

NASHVILLE - The Carolina Hurricanes look to close out their 
First Round series against the Nashville Predators in Game 
6. 

Game 6 

(1) Carolina Hurricanes at (4) Nashville Predators 

Carolina leads series 3-2 

Thursday, May 27, 9:30 p.m. 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports app, NBCSN 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

About Game 5 

After falling twice in double overtime in Nashville, the Canes 
bounced back with a 3-2 overtime win of their own in Game 5 
at home to take a critical 3-2 series lead. Martin Necas 
netted two goals in regulation, including the game-tying goal 

with 7:05 left to play. Jordan Staal then whacked the puck 
out of mid-air, slipping it through Juuse Saros to win the 
game just 2:03 into extra time. 

"It was fun. Overtime, obviously, but at home, especially with 
what we've gone through the last couple of games, to get a 
big one like that felt really good," Staal said. "We've still got 
some work to do, but it felt good." 

Numbers to Know 

2: Through five games agianst Nashville, the Canes have 
gotten two-goal games from Staal (Game 1), Sebastian Aho 
(Game 2), Brock McGinn (Game 4) and Necas (Game 5). 
This marks the second time in franchise history that the team 
has gotten multi-goal games from four different players 
throgh five or fewer games of a playoff series. 

66: The Canes posted 66 hits against Nashville in Game 5, 
marking the team's most hits in any game since the league 
began tracking the stat in the 2005-06 season. 

7-0: The franchise has never lost a playoff series in which it 
leads 3-2.
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Slavin hoping to boost Hurricanes again in Game 6 against Predators 

Defenseman led Carolina in ice time in return from injury to 
push Nashville to brink 

By Tracey Myers 

Jaccob Slavin is hoping to pick up where he left off when the 
Carolina Hurricanes visit the Nashville Predators in Game 6 
of the Stanley Cup First Round on Thursday (9:30 p.m. ET; 
NBCSN, TVAS, SN360, BSSO). 

The defenseman played a game-high 26:08, assisted on the 
tying goal by Martin Necas, and had a part in Jordan Staal's 
overtime goal in a 3-2 win in Game 5 on Tuesday. Slavin 
missed the previous three games with a lower-body injury. 

"We've obviously missed that," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "Even on the game-winning goal, he's out 
there, making a little play that allowed us to get a chance. 
He's an elite defender. You take that out of anybody's lineup, 
that's going to be missed, big time." 

Slavin's return boosted the Hurricanes, who lead the best-of-
7 series and can advance to the second round with a win 
Thursday. 

"It was awesome to get back out there and battle with the 
guys," Slavin said after the game. "They've been battling this 
whole series. Watching, I don't like it, that's for sure. I get 
more nervous watching than being in the action. It felt good 
to get back out there tonight obviously. We got a huge win. 
That's all that matters." 

Carolina's defensemen were taxed in Slavin's absence, 
particularly in double-overtime losses in Game 3 and Game 
4. Brady Skjei played 37:59 in Game 3 and an NHL career-
high 39:02 in Game 4. Brett Pesce played 39:27 in Game 3 
and 40:16 in Game 4. 

Pesce is averaging 30:52 of ice time per game, third among 
defensemen in the Stanley Cup Playoffs behind Darnell 
Nurse (38:39) and Kris Russell (32:40) of the Edmonton 
Oilers, who were eliminated by the Winnipeg Jets on 

Monday. Skjei is sixth (29:21) and Dougie Hamilton is ninth 
(27:28). 

Slavin's return meant the Hurricanes were able to use their 
regular pairings (Slavin-Hamilton, Skjei-Pesce, Jake Bean-
Jani Hakanpaa) and balanced minutes in Game 5. Pesce 
played 25:15, Hamilton 24:08 and Skjei 23:17.  

It's a luxury Nashville has had throughout the series with 
healthy defensemen. Minutes have remained balanced, 
especially from their top four. Roman Josi leads them, 
averaging 28:46 of ice time per game, followed by Mattias 
Ekholm(27:03), Ryan Ellis (26:34) and Alexandre 
Carrier (25:20). 

"We've made small changes throughout the series, but the 
players in the lineup, we trust them and we can play them," 
Predators coach John Hynes said. "You're not overtaxing 
certain guys and I think that's been a big strong point of our 
team the second half of the season and into the playoffs." 

The Hurricanes also have relied on inexperienced 
defensemen, including Bean and Maxime Lajoie, who each 
made his NHL playoff debut in this series. Bean played 27:03 
in Game 3 before playing 7:54 in Game 4; Lajoie played 
16:54 in Game 3 and 18:02 in Game 4. 

"The fact we were throwing rookies in there that, to me, are 
young guys who really haven't had any playoff experience, 
and they hung in there, you have to give them credit. I do," 
Brind'Amour said. "They did a great job for us. They gave us 
a chance to win both games. So give them a lot of credit, 
both 'Beaner' and Lajoie coming in. Those are guys, these 
are big moments for them." 

So far, the minutes haven't bothered the Hurricanes. 

"I'm feeling fine," Skjei said. "I've been sleeping great, doing 
a good job with the trainers recovering. I think all the guys 
have. We feel good."
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Hurricanes look to secure series victory over the Predators 

Carolina Hurricanes (36-12-8, first in the Central Division 
during the regular season) vs. Nashville Predators (31-23-2, 
fourth in the Central Division during the regular season) 

Nashville, Tennessee; Thursday, 9:30 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Predators +131, 
Hurricanes -158; over/under is 5 

NHL PLAYOFFS FIRST ROUND: Hurricanes lead series 3-2 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes look to clinch the 
first round of the NHL Playoffs over the Nashville Predators 
in game six. The teams meet Thursday for the 14th time this 
season. The Hurricanes won the previous meeting 3-2 in 
overtime. Martin Necas scored a team-high two goals for the 
Hurricanes in the victory. 

The Predators are 31-23-2 against the rest of their division. 
Nashville averages 9.2 penalty minutes per game, the 
eighth-most in the NHL. Mathieu Olivier leads the team 
serving 70 total minutes. 

The Hurricanes are 36-12-8 against the rest of their division. 
Carolina is eighth in the NHL recording 8.6 points per game, 
averaging 3.1 goals and 5.5 assists. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Calle Jarnkrok leads the Predators 
with 13 goals, adding 15 assists and totaling 28 points. Ryan 
Johansen has four goals and three assists over the last 10 
games for Nashville. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with 57 points, scoring 
24 goals and collecting 33 assists. Necas has five goals and 
three assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Predators: 6-3-1, averaging 2.8 goals , 4.5 
assists, 4.1 penalties and 9.3 penalty minutes while giving up 
2.3 goals per game with a .936 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 5-2-3, averaging 3.1 goals , 4.3 assists, 4.7 
penalties and 10.5 penalty minutes while giving up 2.7 goals 
per game with a .912 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Predators: Viktor Arvidsson: day to day (upper 
body). 

Hurricanes: Jaccob Slavin: day to day (lower body).
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Pesce, Foegele on last night’s win 

Rod Brind’Amour, Warren Foegele and Brett Pesce spoke to 
the media Wednesday. 

By Andrew Schnittker 

Following last night’s 3-2 overtime win in game five at PNC 
Arena, the Hurricanes are one win away from winning their 
first-round series against the Nashville Predators and moving 
on to round two. They’ll look to close it out in game six in 
Nashville tomorrow night with their first road win of this 
postseason. 

Rod Brind’Amour, Brett Pesce and Warren Foegele spoke to 
the media Wednesday evening, here’s a full breakdown of 
everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Jaccob Slavin: I thought he looked great and played 
great. Going forward, I’m avoiding him. I don’t want to know. 
I want to make sure he just gets out there. So I don’t want to 
ask, to be honest with you. He looked great to me, and until I 
hear otherwise, I’m going to leave him alone.  

On Alex Nedeljkovic and his goalie use: We planned for 
game and then we were just going to assess and know that 
we had [Petr Mrazek]. We had [James Reimer] too but we 
kind of decided to go with those two guys. I had it all in my 
head that we’d probably go back and forth initially. And 
obviously Ned’s play just said ‘Hey, we can just keep him in 
there.’ So that’s kind of how it’s worked out.  

On the Hurricanes’ attendance increase: We said that day 
one of this playoffs it felt great. The atmosphere is 
phenomenal. Anyone who’s lucky enough to be in there, 
whatever else is going on in the world, it all goes away. For 
those few hours that we’re in there, it feels like normal. It’s 
exciting. The crowds are just great. The energy that is in that 
building is phenomenal. It’s playoff hockey, for sure. It even 
feels a little more. I think everyone’s a little antsy, they 
wanted to let out a lot of steam. And they are, for sure.  

On Martin Necas and his confidence: I don’t think he’s ever 
lacked for confidence, ever. Day one, he was trying to make 
plays. I think it’s always the other way, where you want him 
to realize that hey, we are on a big stage, you can’t always 
try these moves. But there’s a reason that you want to give 
these guys the freedom to do stuff and be those kind of 
players, and last night’s the reason. We need a big play, and 
he’s obviously the kind of player that can do it. [Andrei 
Svechnikov] is the same. We have those talented guys, 
you’ve got to kind of let them do their thing.  

On if everyone came out of last night OK: I’m hoping we can 
roll the same group out.  

On his biggest challenges as a coach in this series: I don’t 
know what the biggest challenge is. It always feels the same. 
It’s always getting your team ready and not worrying about 
what’s happened and not worrying about what’s ahead, it’s 
just keeping them in the moment. Because there’s been a lot 
of ups and downs in this series. So I think just keeping a 
level head and always looking forward, that next play, that 
next shift, regardless of what happens. So I think that’s 
always the challenge, but in playoff time I think it’s even 
more so.  

On if the Canes’ mentality has changed: No. I think you kind 
of touched on that in game one. It doesn’t really matter who’s 
supposed to win or favored. When you get to this point, I 
think all that goes out the window. When you hit playoff time, 
I really believe that the only reason you’re saying that is 
because of the regular season. Everything changes when 
you get to the playoffs. Teams are at different stages in their 
season, and where they’re at health wise, all that stuff takes 
over and I think everyone starts fresh. So I don’t think there’s 
a favorite or not favorite, we’ve just got to go do our job.  

Brett Pesce 

On having Jaccob Slavin back: It’s huge. He’s one of our 
best players. Obviously everyone knows that he’s a world-
class athlete and he’s also a leader on our team. So you 
can’t really replace a guy like that. And he was battling too. 
Obviously you know he’s dinged up a little bit, and the boys 
appreciate him coming back and fighting for us.  

On not wanting to make a mistake at 4-on-4 in overtime: You 
don’t want to make a mistake, but at the same time, you’re 
out there for a reason. You try to score when you have the 
puck and then your coaches trust you to make plays 
because you do have that empty space or that more space 
available. So I don’t think you’re too timid when you’re out 
there, you’ve just got to kind of try and be as loose as you 
can and try to make things happen.  

On if there were any changes on the penalty kill last night: To 
be honest, we haven’t really changed much all year. We just 
kind of stick with that aggressive theme when we’re all kind 
of working in tandem together. I think it’s hard to make plays 
around us.  

On the toll of overtime: I think it’s just a little mentally 
fatiguing, but it’s not a big deal. It makes it that much more 
interesting, right, and better for the fans. I don’t mind it. 
Obviously I liked the outcome much better last night, but it 
would be nice to stay away from an overtime. 

On the attendance increase: I actually just saw that before I 
got down here. That’s really exciting. Obviously I remember 
two years ago, playing in our arena and in front of a sold-out 
crowd. It’s hard to hear yourself, and it’s pretty cool to know 
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that you have all those people backing you and cheering us 
on. So it’ll be exciting, but hopefully we don’t have to get to 
that.  

On Alex Nedeljkovic: He’s quiet, he’s composed and he does 
his thing. He’s a pro. He’s a confident guy. We all know that, 
he knows that. You have to have that for any pro athlete, 
especially a goalie. He’s just been so solid for us all year, 
and he’s just continuing to do that.  

Warren Foegele 

On Nashville denying zone entries: They try to clog the 
neutral zone, and we’ve got to get pucks behind them and 
use our speed to get on them. I felt yesterday that maybe a 
bunch of us were trying to do a little too much and not 
keeping it simple. For us, it’s about playing simple, playing 
hard and fast, and when we do that, we’re way more 
successful. 

On Alex Nedeljkovic: I think all three goalies have been great 
this year. Ned has a lot of confidence. I think one thing that 
really sticks out is his ability to play the puck. That makes a 
huge difference for our defensemen to give them more time. 
He’s been really solid. He’s just got to keep doing his thing 
and we’ll keep riding with him.  

On the attendance increase: It’ll be wild, for sure. I just 
remember from a couple years ago how difficult it was to 
hear each other on the bench. I can imagine with more fans 
in the building that this place will be electric and we’ll be 
feeding off that energy.  

On Jordan Staal’s overtime winner: He’s our leader. He’s a 
big-time player, and big-time players show up for big 
moments. It’s great to see that, and we all try to follow in 
[Staal]’s steps. Like I said, he’s our leader and it was great to 
see him get that.

 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Nashville Predators game six preview 

The Canes look to finish off the Predators and move on to 
the second round in game six at Bridgestone Arena.  

By Johnathan Kirkland 

Nashville Predators (2-3) at Carolina Hurricanes (3-2) 

2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs First Round — Game Six — 
Carolina leads 3-2 
Thursday, May 27, 2021 - 9:30 p.m. ET 
Bridgestone Arena- Nashville, TN 

Watch: CNBC, Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: On the Forecheck 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

The Carolina Hurricanes are coming off of their first overtime 
win in three chances in the 2021 NHL Playoffs on Tuesday 
night after defeating the Nashville Predators 3-2 in Raleigh. 
Jordan Staal batted a puck out of midair and past Juuse 
Saros to give the Hurricanes a 3-2 series lead and a chance 
to clinch the series tonight in Nashville.  

The Canes were coming off two straight double-overtime 
losses to the Predators in Nashville where the Preds evened 
up the series between the teams. Carolina needed to 
regroup and get the momentum back, and that it did behind 
Martin Necas’ two goals in regulation and Staal’s OT winner. 

Carolina now heads back to Nashville looking to quiet the 
sounds in Music City for the final time as they look to wrap 
up the series in game six tonight. 

It is an unusual game in the sense that we get to experience 
Canes after dark in the first round of a playoff series. The 
game has a 9:30 p.m. local time puck drop and if the game 
ends in regulation (which we know what those odds are) the 
game will end around midnight. 

Buckle in, grab your coffee and let’s break down the matchup 
between the Canes and Preds in game six. 

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Predators 

Record 3-2-0 2-3-0 

Goals/Game 3.60 2.60 

Goals Against/Game 2.60 3.60 

Shots/Game 44.6 35.6 

Face Off Win % 52.7% 47.3% 

Power Play % (Rank) 17.7% (11th) 9.1% (14th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 90.9% (3rd) 82.4% (6th) 

ES Corsi For % 57.1% 42.8% 

ES PDO 98.3% 101.6% 

PIM/Game 13:12 11:12 

Goaltender #1 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Juuse Saros 

Record 3-2-0 2-3-0 

Save % .927 .928 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 27, 2021 

 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Juuse Saros 

GAA 2.10 2.59 

Goaltender #2 

Category James Reimer Pekka Rinne 

Record 0-0-0 0-0-0 

Save % .000 .000 

GAA 0.00 0.00 

Game Notes 

 The Canes have gotten multi-goal games from four 
different players through the first five games of the 
series: Jordan Staal in game one, Sebastian Aho in 
game two, Brock McGinn in game four and Martin 
Necas in game five, which marks only the second 
time in franchise history that the 
Hurricanes/Whalers have had multi-goal games by 

four different players in five or fewer games of a 
playoff series. The Hartford Whalers accomplished 
the feat in 1986. 

 Jordan Staal scored his second career playoff 
overtime goal on Tuesday night, his last one also 
being the Hurricanes last playoff overtime winner in 
game one of the 2019 Eastern Conference second 
round. He becomes the fourth player in franchise 
history to score multiple playoff overtime goals. 

 The Hurricanes registered 66 hits against Nashville 
on Tuesday night, the most in any NHL game since 
the league began tracking the stat in 2005-06. 
Carolina has 239 hits so far in the playoffs, second 
to only the New York Islanders who have 243. 

 The Hurricanes/Whalers franchise is 4-3 overall and 
4-2 on the road when entering game six with a 3-2 
lead. The franchise has also never lost a game in 
which they have led 3-2 (7-0).  

 Carolina is 11-10 in potential series-deciding games 
(that would see the Canes move on) in franchise 
history, including wins in their last three such 
games: the 2019 first-round over Washington, 2019 
second round over the New York Islanders and the 
2020 qualifying round over the New York Rangers.

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251692263.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251698953.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251693743.html 

https://theathletic.com/2613369/2021/05/26/despite-goaltender-interference-wiping-away-a-goal-hurricanes-regain-identity-with-game-5-win/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/game-6-preview-carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators/c-325018086 

https://www.nhl.com/news/jaccob-slavin-hoping-to-boost-carolina-again-in-game-6/c-325011814 
https://apnews.com/article/nc-state-wire-carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-nhl-hockey-d952f68c6f214728a82922fba21fab0d 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/26/22455590/carolina-hurricanes-warren-foegele-brett-pesce-rod-brindamour 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/27/22455824/carolina-hurricanes-vs-nashville-predators-game-six-preview-5-26 
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Hurricanes will add more fans for next game, whether that’s Game 7 or 
Game 1 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-In the attendance arms race with their first-round playoff 
opponent, the Carolina Hurricanes are going to the next level. The team 
announced Wednesday that it would increase capacity at PNC Arena 
from 12,000 to more than 15,000 going forward. 

That applies to a potential Game 7 against the Nashville Predators on 
Saturday or Game 1 of a second-round series against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning or Florida Panthers, which could also be as soon as Saturday. 
The Lightning has a chance to close out the Panthers on Wednesday 
night. Either way, the Hurricanes will play at least one more home game 
in front of their most fans yet. 

“It’ll be wild for sure,” Hurricanes forward Warren Foegele said 
Wednesday. “I remember from a couple years ago how difficult it was to 
hear each other on the bench. I can imagine with more fans in the 
building the place will be electric and we’ll be feeding off that energy.” 

The Hurricanes were originally planning to host about 6,000 fans under 
North Carolina’s COVID-19 capacity limitations, but those were lifted 
before the playoff series began and there have been 12,000 fans in PNC 
for all three home games so far. The Predators had 12,000 fans for 
Games 3 and 4 and announced this week they would bump that to more 
than 14,000 for Game 6 on Thursday. 

The Hurricanes lead the series 3-2 after Tuesday night’s 3-2 overtime 
win at PNC. 

Wednesday, the Hurricanes successfully completed the installation of a 
500-ton chiller and other ventilation equipment in the arena’s north 
parking lots of PNC Arena that will allow them to meet NHL airflow 
standards for increased capacity. The exact maximum has yet to be 
determined, the team said. 

Work on that front continues at this very moment. 
pic.twitter.com/s0KiDKz48s 

— Luke DeCock (@LukeDeCock) May 26, 2021 

The Hurricanes worked with Raleigh’s Gregory Poole Equipment 
Company — located just on the other side of the North Carolina 
Fairgrounds from the arena — to get the additional equipment installed in 
just over a week. The Centennial Authority, which oversees the arena, 
agreed to pay $207,838 to cover the first month of rental and operating 
costs. The Hurricanes would be on the hook for any costs after that, 
estimated at another $230,000 if the Hurricanes reach the Stanley Cup 
finals. 

“We are grateful to the NHL and to our friends at Gregory Poole for 
allowing us to safely increase capacity in time for this weekend,” 
Hurricanes president and general manager Don Waddell said in a 
statement. “The atmosphere for our home games at PNC Arena has 

been incredible, and we are looking forward to hosting even more of our 
passionate fans.” 

WATCH CAROLINA HURRICANES VS. NASHVILLE PREDATORS 

Game 6, Stanley Cup playoff series 

▪ Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 

▪ Bridgestone Arena, Nashville 

▪ TV: BSSO (Bally), NBCSN 
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Canes haven’t been their best in third period, but they’ve been their most 
productive 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-It’s been a little lost amid the drama of the Nashville Predators’ 
two double-overtime goals, but the Carolina Hurricanes have a 3-2 lead 
in this series heading into Thursday’s Game 6 because of their own late 
clutch dramatics. 

Over the course of a series that’s been almost impossibly close — within 
a goal or tied for almost the entire duration — the Hurricanes have 
outscored the Predators 8-2 in third periods, and four of those eight goals 
were either score-tying goals or go-ahead goals, including Martin Necas’ 
game-tying shot late in Tuesday’s 3-2 overtime win. 

The Hurricanes had only two official shots in the first 11 minutes of 
Tuesday’s third period before Rod Brind’Amour delivered an impassioned 
speech on the bench during a television timeout with 8:37 to go, 
unleashing a late nine-shot flurry that included Necas’ remarkable goal 
one shift later. 

“There’s a fine line of sticking with the program and not getting too 
stagnant,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. “We had to start 
pushing for some opportunities.” 

It’s all gone a little against the tenor of the series: While the Predators’ 
game has been predicated on clogging up the ice and retreating to the 
net — and they’ve attempted to impose a physical edge — it’s the 
Hurricanes who have worn down the Predators late in games despite a 
95-90 Nashville edge in total shots attempted in the third period. The 
Hurricanes have a 317-236 edge at all other times. 

The Hurricanes haven’t necessarily played their best hockey late, but 
they’ve been their most productive late — at least until it gets very late, 
with the Hurricanes running on fumes without Jaccob Slavin as the two 
games in Nashville dragged on and on. 

But Slavin is back now ... and was on the ice for Staal’s four-on-four 
overtime winner 123 seconds into overtime (not 104 as originally and 
officially recorded, thanks to a timekeeping error). 
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“Our third period wasn’t great,” Slavin said. “Obviously we got the goal 
from Necas, which is huge. We knew we had better to give.” 

POWER BACK ON 

After the Hurricanes’ power play went 0 for 4 in Game 4, Brind’Amour 
made some changes Tuesday, moving Necas and Teuvo Teravainen 
onto the first unit for Andrei Svechnikov and Staal. 

The switch paid immediate dividends: Necas converted on the 
Hurricanes’ first opportunity for their first man-advantage goal in more 
than 170 minutes of game time. 

Svechnikov was in the penalty box for that goal, but he stayed on the 
second unit when the Hurricanes went back on the power play in the 
second period. Svechnikov has only one goal in the series, an empty-
netter in Game 1. 

TAILWINDS 

Staal’s overtime goal was his second with the Hurricanes, tying him for 
second in franchise history with Kevin Dineen and Cory Stillman. Niclas 
Wallin, the “Secret Weapon,” remains the all-time leader with three. … 
Time to shorten the bench on the road in Game 6? Carolina’s fourth line 
has been on the ice for four of Nashville’s past six even-strength goals in 
regulation. It did score two of its own, both by Brock McGinn, in Game 4. 
... The Hurricanes got over the NHL’s 85% vaccination threshold ahead 
of Game 3 in Nashville, a team spokesperson confirmed Wednesday, 
and are operating under the league’s less restrictive COVID guidelines. 

WATCH CAROLINA HURRICANES VS. NASHVILLE PREDATORS 

Game 6, Stanley Cup playoff series 

▪ Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 

▪ Bridgestone Arena, Nashville 

▪ TV: BSSO (Bally), NBCSN 
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All seems right in the Hurricanes’ world with Jaccob Slavin back and 
playing 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Any questions about Jaccob Slavin were answered 20 seconds into his 
first shift Tuesday. 

That’s how long it took for the Carolina Hurricanes defenseman to make 
his first noticeable play against the Nashville Predators, cutting off 
forward Luke Kunin by the wall at the Carolina blue line. Slavin made the 
big hit, knocking the puck away from Kunin, and the Canes were quickly 
skating the other way. 

“Welcome back to the series, Jaccob Slavin,” Canes TV analyst Tripp 
Tracy said with emphasis. 

There were 12,000 Canes fans in PNC Arena likely having the same 
thought. Slavin was badly missed as he was held out of three straight 
games in the Stanley Cup playoff series with a lower-body injury that had 
become worrisome. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour didn’t try to downplay Slavin’s absence, 
calling it a “huge” loss. And Brind’Amour wasn’t sure if Slavin would 
return Tuesday for Game 5 until after the pregame warmup — 
defenseman Max Lajoie also was dressed and on the ice, if needed. 

But all was soon back to normal. Slavin likes to be the last off the ice 
after the warmup, making a high flip of the puck toward the net from near 
the bench. He did that Tuesday and soon was on the ice again with 
Dougie Hamilton, the Canes’ top defensive pairing back together. 

With Slavin helping smooth things out on the back end, the Canes won 3-
2 in overtime on Jordan Staal’s hard-working goal. Slavin was on the ice 
to see it, be a part of it, passing to defenseman Brett Pesce for a shot 
that ended up with Staal whacking a loose puck past goalie Juuse Saros. 

“It’s awesome to get back out there and battle with the guys,” Slavin said 
after the game. “They’ve been battling hard this whole series so far. 
Watching the games, I don’t like it. I definitely get more nervous watching 
than being in the action.” 

Slavin played 21:25 in Game 1 as the Canes punched out a 5-2 win over 
the Predators. But the injury that had hampered him late in the regular 
season kept him out the next three games of the first-round series, 
including the two marathon double-overtime losses to the Preds in 
Nashville. 

Pesce, Brady Skjei and Hamilton put in a lot of shifts in those two games, 
Pesce playing almost 80 minutes and Skjei 77. Brind’Amour also turned 
to Lajoie for the two road games rather than using veteran defenseman 
Jake Gardiner, who played in Game 2. 

Continually asked about Slavin, Brind’Amour always said the same thing: 
He was waiting for Slavin to tell him he was ready. On Tuesday, he was. 
He played 10 shifts in each of the three regulation periods in finishing 
with 26:08 in ice time, and assisted on the Martin Necas wraparound goal 
in the third period that tied it 2-2. 

“He was battling, too,” Pesce said Wednesday. “He’s dinged up a little 
and the boys really appreciate him coming back and fighting for us.” 

Slavin not only had the hit on Kunin but took a few. On his first shift, he 
held on to the puck behind the Canes’ net and absorbed a hit from Ryan 
Johansen, passing to Hamilton as the Canes quickly transitioned out of 
the zone. 

“He’s an elite defender and you take that out of anybody’s lineup and it’s 
going to be missed, big time,” Brind’Amour said. 

Brind’Amour has said Slavin did not aggravate his injury by playing in 
Game 1. His hope now is that Slavin has recovered to the point it no 
longer will be an issue, saying Wednesday that he expects the same 
group to play in Game 6. 

“Going forward I’m avoiding him,” Brind’Amour said Wednesday. “I want 
to make sure he gets out there. I don’t want to ask, to be honest with you. 
He looked great and until I hear otherwise, I’m going to leave him alone.” 

An alternate captain, Slavin was not completely pleased with the Canes’ 
game Tuesday. Neither was Brind’Amour. The Canes showed resilience 
and refused to lose, but there were some aspects that need to be cleaner 
and better Thursday in Game 6 in Nashville. 

“It wasn’t our best game,” Slavin said. “I think we got away from what 
makes us successful a little bit there. Obviously (Necas) had a great goal 
in the third to tie it up. That was huge. But we’ve got to go back to 
Nashville and play the way that we know how to play.” 

INCREASED ATTENDANCE 

The Canes announced Wednesday there will be an increased capacity of 
more than 15,000 fans for all remaining home playoff games. PNC Arena 
installed a 500-ton chiller that will allow the facility to increase air flow 
while maintaining the integrity of the playing surface. 

The Hurricanes worked with Gregory Poole Equipment Company to have 
the upgrade installed. The equipment was financed in collaboration with 
the Centennial Authority, which owns and operates PNC Arena. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS. NASHVILLE PREDATORS 

Game 6, Stanley Cup playoff series. 
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▪ Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 

▪ Bridgestone Arena, Nashville 

▪ TV: BSSO (Bally), NBCSN 
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I scream, you scream, Staal screams for the Hurricanes’ game-winning 
goal in overtime 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

RALEIGH-On a night when there were a lot of screams at PNC Arena, 
the loudest may have belonged to Jordan Staal. 

The Carolina Hurricanes captain had just scored one of the most 
important goals of his career, an overtime winner Tuesday that was equal 
parts strength and determination. He had willed his way to the front of the 
Nashville Predators net and somehow gotten the puck past goalie Juuse 
Saros at 2:03 of the OT. 

Just like that, the Canes had beaten the Predators 3-2. They had taken a 
3-2 lead in the best-of-seven Stanley Cup playoff series. 

PNC Arena was rumbling. Staal let out a primal scream and he stretched 
his arms wide as if to say “OK, boys, group hug” and soon was swarmed 
by his teammates. 

“Not a lot of thoughts were going through my mind besides just wanting 
some bear hugs from the fellas,” Staal said. 

Martin Necas scored twice for the Canes on Tuesday and his second, 
also timely, also critical, was a thing of style and beauty. The speedy 
winger swept down the right wing with the puck, around the back of the 
net and beat Saros with a wraparound in the third period for a 2-2 tie. 

As for Staal’s score, it’s hard to explain exactly what happened. 
Defenseman Brett Pesce took a cross-ice pass from defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin at the right point and fired the puck toward the net. Saros blocked 
it, then took a swat at it. Staal got around the Preds’ Ryan Johansen and 
took a swing it and got enough of the puck to bounce it past Saros. 

“I was going to the net,” Staal said. “I thought I had a step on my guy 
there and it went D to D and I was just trying to get a good screen. Pesc 
had an absolute bomb and I got a stick on it and it kind of just popped up 
and I started giving it a whack at it. 

“Obviously, it was a great bounce. But we’re working for those, and I’m 
glad we got one tonight.” 

It was a greasy goal, as the players like to say, and it was a great 
bounce. It also ended a game in which the Canes again wondered if 
they’d get either. 

The Canes had a goal taken away in the second period when Slavin, 
back in the lineup after missing the past three with an injury, got off a 
shot that had the puck bounce off Staal’s skate and into the net. But the 
Preds won a coach’s challenge when, after review, it was ruled Canes 
forward Warren Foegele had caused goaltender interference. 

There were other screams then -- Canes fans yelling and booing and 
chanting at the referees. The Canes appeared to lose some steam after 
the bad break and then were poor for the first half of the third period as 
the Predators hunkered down. 

“I thought this game for two periods was really good,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We were doing everything we had to do and 
everything was going against us. That’s what it felt like. We had one 

taken off the board. It was like what else can happen, but these guys 
stuck with it.” 

Necas scored on the wrap. “Basically a solo effort,” Brind’Amour called it. 

In overtime, with the teams playing 4-on-4 after a pair of penalties, Staal 
went to the front of the net. His intent: be just the kind of net-front 
nuisance for Saros that Brind’Amour claimed had been missing in the two 
double-overtime losses in Nashville. And he scored the big one. 

“And he should have had two,” Brind’Amour said. “There’s no secret this 
time of year. You’re going to get one of those Necas goals every seven 
or eight games. They’ve had theirs. But that’s the kind of goal you’ve got 
to have every night. That kind of play has to be there every night, at the 
net, grinding it out.” 

And the Staal scream? 

“That’s the emotion he puts into every single thing he does,” Slavin said. 

The Canes will go to Nashville for Game 6 on Thursday with a chance to 
wrap up the first-round Central Division series. The pressure reverts back 
to the Predators, who will be facing elimination. 

In a season in which Staal has delivered so many times for Carolina, he 
delivered again with the pressure on. This night, this game, it was worth 
screaming about. 
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Pay no attention to the haters. As NHL hockey markets go, Carolina is 
pretty great 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

RALEIGH-Dear Raleigh (and Durham, Cary, Apex, Garner et al), 

I’m sorry. 

I can’t offer apologies for an entire region, no more than an entire region 
can represent who I am as a person, but I can also admit when apologies 
are necessary at a personal level. 

Having been part of the hockey landscape in the Northeast for better 
than 30 years, I’ve allowed my regional affiliation — and subsequent 
indoctrination into the hockey culture there — shape my thoughts about 
hockey markets, and specifically their viability for long-term success. 

And, yes, some time in the past 24 years, something like, “What the heck 
is the NHL doing putting a team in North Carolina?” crossed my lips. I 
don’t remember specifically when that was, nor could I swear to the 
transcript, but I know that’s about right. 

And it was based entirely on the tired tropes I still hear in New England 
and across the northern tier of the United States: 

Location? Too warm. 

Fans? Uneducated; No passion. 

Youth program? They have no base. 

Attendance? Poor. 

Conclusion: Move the team ASAP. To Quebec. Back to Hartford. Add 
another team in the Toronto area. Anywhere but Carolina. Or Florida. Or 
Arizona. Or (insert market south of Ohio here). 

And that’s a thought among more than just the uneducated. Two years 
ago, a morning host (who it should be noted is not affiliated with the 
Boston Bruins, nor with the coverage of the team) on the Bruins’ flagship 
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radio station hung up on my colleague here at the N&O, Chip Alexander. 
He couldn’t handle someone speaking in a different dialect of his own 
language. Perhaps he should have tried speaking Neanderthal? 

I was working in Boston at the time. I heard it. It was uncalled for regional 
bias at its worst. 

The idea that teams in the South don’t deserve hockey because they’re 
not part of the good ol’ boys network (ironic, eh?) is pervasive. 

But it’s also just not true. I never really believed that, but I had nothing 
tangible to back it up. Now, I do. 

Location? 

Who cares if it’s warm outside. I’ve attended games in Tampa, Sunrise, 
Florida, Glendale, Arizona, and Anaheim, California. Modern technology 
can help professionals make a rink in Raleigh feel like you’re in Rouyn-
Noranda. (Never been? Look it up. I’d advise tripling up on your long 
johns and tuques.) 

Heck, having warm weather for the majority of the season enhances the 
fan experience. Tailgates anyone? Delicious. Just don’t cook Hamilton. 

Youth program? 

It takes time to build that out, of course. There’s a period of education, 
and then a period of growth. It takes the pro club building and sustaining 
a regional product, and it takes a generation of players to grow up around 
it. This year, three Junior Hurricanes teams competed in USA Hockey 
national championships. The program is expanding, and sending players 
to the game’s highest levels. Young hockey players in the Triangle have 
plenty of resources and a lot to look forward to. 

Attendance? 

I’m not sure I could count 6,680 red seats (the number left empty per 
regulations) dotting the white-out towel landscape in the arena before the 
Caniacs flooded through the doors, like they’d been denied entry to 
meaningful hockey for more than a full calendar year or something. 

Conclusion: The Hurricanes have a truly passionate fan base, one that 
has suffered more than it should have in the past 10 years. They have a 
good hockey team — a very good hockey team — with a bright future. 

So, to the Triangle region, thank you for welcoming this New Englander, 
and proving what I kind of, sort of, already knew: Y’all are a solid hockey 
market. 
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Despite goaltender interference wiping away a goal, Hurricanes regain 
identity with Game 5 win 

 

By Sara Civian May 26, 2021  

 

After wasting another five minutes of my life I’ll never get back wondering 
what the hell goaltender interference really is — and if Warren Foegele 
committed it on Jordan Staal’s disallowed goal — a more existential 
question took hold. 

Does it even really matter right now? 

Of course, it matters in the grand scheme, and we can only hope the 
powers that be clear it up for us in our lifetime, but that is not the 2020-21 
Carolina Hurricanes’ fish to fry. 

The Hurricanes are looking to fry some catfish. 

If they’ve learned anything from a Round 1 opponent as evidently 
respectable as the Predators, they’ve learned they aren’t going to do it on 
any sort of whim. Nashville has made Carolina’s 3-2 series lead 
incredibly difficult. A series like this presents an exhausting paradox: It 
feels like every penalty threatens to change the fate of a game, but when 
you get too caught up in the officiating you lose the plot. 

Twitter user @88wheels summed this up nicely in my mentions: “I always 
say, good teams win — great teams win despite the refs.” 

See, the Hurricanes I thought I knew were great. The Hurricanes I 
thought I knew, led by Jack Adams frontrunner Rod Brind’Amour and 
captain Staal, wouldn’t let the Predators take a series lead because of an 
overturned goal. And although a series tie after a 2-0 stronghold wasn’t 
the end of the world, a 3-2 deficit headed back to Nashville kinda 
would’ve been. 

The goaltender interference call that took Staal’s equalizer away was 
controversial, but “controversial goaltender interference call” is an 
oxymoron at this point. 

“Oh God, how do I answer this — I want to give you a good answer,” said 
Brind’Amour, who has never shied away from giving his real opinion. 
“Here’s the deal. I get why they called goalie interference. (Warren 
Foegele) was there initially. Had that shot come in initially, I think it’s 
goalie interference. But it didn’t come initially. So then, he gets out and 
their guy clearly pushes him and interferes with the goalie. It’s not our 
guy. There’s no chance he’s making that save anyway. It’s going wide, 
hits our skate and goes in. There needs to be a little more common 
sense on that, in my opinion. That’s clearly their guy preventing the 
goalie from making the save, not our guy. So that’s my take on it. I got a 
different explanation, but it is what it is.” 

I applaud any coach pulling behind the curtain and giving us their true 
opinion about anything, and Brind’Amour has been the most genuine and 
thoughtful coach I’ve ever worked with. But I would’ve been concerned 
for the team if this snippet ended up being the story of the game again. 

The real story, suddenly down 2-1 at home, vulnerable to a series deficit, 
would be the response. How do you “get punched in the face and keep 
going?” That’s what I thought this team was made of. 

“That’s it in a nutshell, trying to figure that out,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
thought this game, for two periods, was really good. We were doing 
everything we had to do, and everything was going against us. No matter 
what we tried, they get their first goal, float one in and it goes in. We 
finally fought back, and obviously there’s a goal that gets taken off the 
board that you think is a goal. What else can happen? But these guys 
stuck with it, and we’re still around, and that’s what’s great.” 

You might’ve started questioning if you really knew these Hurricanes 
over the past few games. It wasn’t for lack of effort, and it wasn’t 
necessarily anything they did. It’s what they weren’t able to do — elevate 
for that final scoring touch in overtime, open a game and/or take it over, 
overcome adversity no matter who it’s coming from. 

It was a simple — not easy — formula the Hurricanes learned they were 
capable of this regular season: skill plus grit equals win. Oh, and the 
return of a certain Jaccob Slavin didn’t hurt. 

But first, the secret sauce: Brind’Amour screaming something we’ll never 
know at the bench during the TV timeout directly before Martin Necas’ 
beauty of a late-game equalizer. 

“We had a great game going, and the third period, that was our worst 10 
minutes,” he said. “We were just not doing what we had to do. It was 
probably a little frustration on my part more than anything, but we just 
had to get back to doing what we do. That was it. You yell and scream a 
little bit, try to get a little emotion on the bench and that was about all.” 

It’s almost like the Hurricanes needed to remind themselves of who they 
are as much as the rest of us needed the reminder. The Canes had an 
excellent second period before this, with five-or-six net-front chances and 
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five-or-six miraculous saves from Juuse Saros. You couldn’t blame them, 
but they just had to find a different way to get past him. 

“It’s a fine line (between staying calm and creating urgency,” Staal said. 
“(Brind’Amour) did a great job of giving us a bump in that third period. We 
were running out of time, and it looked like we were a little stagnant. 
(Martinook, Lorentz and Fast) were out there and had a great shift for us, 
kind of got us going. And then (Necas) with a big goal right after that. 
When the crowd gets into it here, it’s exciting, and it’s tough to stop. 
There’s a fine line of sticking with the program and not getting too 
stagnant, and we really have to start pushing to get some more 
opportunities.” 

Enter playoff Necas with his second of the night. 

“We definitely have talent, and we’re going to get a goal like that every 
seven or eight games. That’s what happens,” Brind’Amour said. “But the 
other part of our game is just that grind game that we all have to play this 
time of year. We were doing it great for two periods and then for that 
beginning of the third, everyone was just trying to a little too much and 
we didn’t get to it, but the talent got us back in the game. Basically a solo 
effort, and it got us back to have a chance to win the game.” 

You need it all this time of year, but more than anything you need an 
ability to overcome every flavor of adversity. 

So the captain was the Hurricanes’ first overtime hero of the series, with 
a goal just like the one that was overturned. 

“To get a big one like that felt really good,” he said. “We still have some 
work to do, but yeah, it felt good.” 

Maybe they are who we thought they were. 
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Carolina Hurricanes' Rod Brind'Amour's gripes worked in Nashville 
Predators series 

 

Gentry Estes 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

If the Carolina Hurricanes’ Rod Brind’Amour was the best coach in the 
NHL this season, as has been widely suggested, then what does that say 
about the job John Hynes is doing right now? 

Hynes’ Nashville Predators, as underdogs who were lucky to even make 
the playoffs, have basically played the Hurricanes to a dead heat in what 
continues to be an exceptionally close series. When a lead of at least two 
goals has been nearly unattainable for either side, every little thing 
counts. 

Every shift. Every shot. Every save. 

And yes, every whistle. 

Before and after Tuesday’s Game 5, Hynes was asked about a topic that 
you wouldn’t expect he’d touch in a press conference: The officiating in 
this series. 

That just isn’t Hynes’ way. He isn’t the type of coach that would blame 
the referees publicly, even if he felt it was merited. 

"The fact that you talk about referees in the press conference,” Hynes 
said, “I don't believe that influences the refs." 

Consider that one of many differences between Hynes and his 
counterpart on the Hurricanes’ bench. 

Brind’Amour has twice tried to affect this series by airing gripes to the 
Hurricanes’ media — and he ended up getting what he wanted both 
times. 

Far as we know, he hasn’t been fined by the NHL for blasting the 
officiating in his postgame media Zoom call after Game 3. 

That made headlines. So did Brind’Amour’s comments before the series, 
when he complained publicly about the Preds having a “big advantage” 
because they increased attendance at Bridgestone Arena to more than 
12,000 fans. North Carolina’s governor – who was at PNC Arena 
cheering for the Canes once the series began – promptly eased COVID-
19 restrictions, allowing the Canes to nearly double their originally 
expected capacity of around 6,000 at PNC Arena. 

Attendance in Raleigh has been announced to be around 12,000 instead, 
and it has felt like more. The place was rocking as the Canes won 
Games 1 and 2 and Tuesday’s pivotal Game 5. 

Fans in Nashville, similarly, helped the Preds hold serve in Games 3 and 
4. It was after Friday’s Game 3 defeat, the Canes’ first in the series, that 
Brind’Amour needed barely a minute of his postgame call with media 
before leaning on the referees. 

“Nashville is a phenomenal team,” he said, “but we're also fighting the 
refs, plain and simple. You can't tell me two games in a row we get seven 
and eight penalties and they get three – when the game is this even? 
That's not right.” 

Was it justified? In Games 2 and 3, the Preds had 14 power plays to the 
Canes’ six. Any coach would have taken issue with such lopsided 
numbers. 

Not all of them, however, would have done so publicly. 

In two games since Brind’Amour did, the Preds have had five power 
plays to the Canes’ seven. The first three power plays of Game 4 went to 
the Canes, who didn’t have to kill a penalty until 18:18 remained in the 
third period. 

And while calls were far from the only reason the Preds lost Game 5, 
they were a factor. The Canes’ first goal was via a power play – after a 
fracas in which two Preds were penalized alongside one Hurricanes 
player – and their game-winner came after Alexandre Carrier was 
whistled for skating into Sebastian Aho, canceling what had been a 
Preds power play early in overtime. 

If the Canes go on to win the series, Carrier's penalty will stick out as a 
turning point. 

Whether you viewed him as clearly interfering or Aho as embellishing 
probably depends on which team you support. At the very least, it was 
relatively light contact and clever positioning by Aho to draw it. 

“It is what it is in that situation,” said Hynes, again resisting the bait when 
asked about the call. 

You admire Hynes’ restraint. He’s taking the high road. Seems like he 
always has since being named the Preds’ coach.  

But Brind’Amour – at least to some extent – has been rewarded for 
speaking up, and he has done it before. Had he been fined by the NHL 
for being critical of the officiating – as he was during last season’s 
playoffs – I imagine he’d have been OK with it. He clearly knew the risk 
and the reward. 

Julio Jones isn't just a good fit for Titans. He'd be a perfect fit. 

Finally, the Preds had the Hurricanes. And then they didn't. 

Why does it always take desperation to bring out the best in Preds? 

Vandy's AD after Year 1: 'I hope it signaled things are different here' 

Sports leagues outlaw public criticism of officials for good reason. It 
creates a problematic storyline, and referees aren't robots. It adds 
scrutiny and perhaps applies pressure on behalf of one team. After all, 
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I'm still thinking about and writing about this series' officiating, even 
though I don't think it has been unfair either way. And I've been watching 
for it. Since Brind'Armour complained, I think everyone has been 
watching for it. That's kind of the point. 

But if he isn't punished, what is stopping every other coach in the NHL – 
including Hynes – from doing the same thing? 

"I hope they get fined for doing that," Preds general manager David Poile 
told 102.5-FM in Nashville prior to Game 5. 

"... It's just gamesmanship to support his team to whine a little bit. I guess 
we've all done it from time to time. I'm just hoping that the officials are 
smart enough and strong enough to not be influenced by that." 

I don’t know that Brind’Amour’s comments changed how Games 4 and 5 
would have otherwise been officiated, just like I don’t know for a fact that 
Brind’Amour blew the political winds in his state just in time to permit a 
larger crowd. 

But in each case, it sure didn’t hurt him to speak up. 
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After Game 5 loss, Nashville Predators will have to make history to win 
series against Carolina 

 

Paul Skrbina 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Nashville Predators faced a win-and-go-home 
scenario Tuesday night against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

And a lose-and-go-home scenario. 

Either way, the Predators were coming back to Bridgestone Arena, and 
its increased capacity, for Game 6 on Thursday. (8:30 p.m. CT). 

After losing 3-2 in yet another overtime game Tuesday to fall behind 3-2 
in the best-of-seven series, the Predators now face a go-home-and-win-
or-go-home-for-the-summer scenario 

Jordan Staal ensured that when he scored 2 minutes, 3 seconds into the 
third consecutive overtime game of the series in the seventh straight 
meeting between the teams dating to the regular season. 

"We've got to flip the script here, and we know that," Predators forward 
Nick Cousins said before Game 5. "Our fans gave us a big boost back at 
home, but we've got to win on the road here now, so we should hopefully 
be able to silence their crowd here (Tuesday)." 

By virtue of their loss Tuesday, the Predators still will have to win on the 
road for the first time in eight tries in Raleigh, N.C., this season if they are 
to advance. 

First, they must win at home Thursday. 

The Predators' return to Bridgestone for a Game 6 looked improbable 
after they dropped the first two games of the series to the Central 
Division champions. 

But a pair of double-overtime victories — Matt Duchene in Game 3 and 
Luke Kunin in Game 4 — ensured the series would be stretched to at 
least six. 

Not to mention the unofficial assist on Kunin's winner Saturday came 
from a man who was in the neighborhood — Mr. Pete Rogers. 

The only equipment manager the Nashville Predators have ever known 
was quick with a new stick after Kunin broke his moments before giving 
his team its second dose of a double-OT victory in two games. 

Rogers received a round of applause in the locker room afterward, and 
the sequence served as further evidence that the Predators are going to 
need every last person to contribute in order to have a chance to survive 
this series.  

Duchene's double-overtime winner in Game 3. Kunin's — and the assist 
from Rogers in Game 4. Juuse Saros' masterful performances in goal 
nearly every game. They'll need to add to that list Thursday. 

History suggests the Predators won't win the series. They never have 
when losing the first two games of a seven-game set. 

Not that now is the time they're going to say never. 

The margin for error is closer to none than to slim. 

"It's a really tight every game," Predators captain Roman Josi said. "The 
last few games have been really tight and could (have gone) either way." 

The bounces, it seemed, were going the Predators' way at times 
Tuesday. 

So much so, Yakov Trenin wasn't even aware he'd scored his first playoff 
goal to give his team a 1-0 lead after Roman Josi's shot deflected off him. 

Heck, even a tying goal that was taken away from the Hurricanes after 
John Hynes' first goalie interference challenge of the season didn't draw 
the true ire of Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour, who hasn't been shy 
about criticizing the officials during the series, saying after Game 3 his 
team also was "fighting the refs." 

Hynes resisted the bait about officials after Tuesday's game, after 
Alexandre Carrier was called for a penalty that erased a Predators' 
overtime power play and led to Staal's game-winner. 

None of that will matter Thursday, though. 

"It's on to Game 6," Hynes said.  

Where the Predators season goes from there, if anywhere, will be up to 
the Predators. 
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Three things the Predators must do to beat the Hurricanes in Game 6 

 

By Adam Vingan  

May 26, 2021  

  

An unthinkable 3-2 series lead was in the Predators’ grasp. For more 
than 50 minutes Tuesday, they kept the Carolina Hurricanes at bay but 
were unable to complete the task. 

The Predators, to their credit, have not been overmatched in this series; 
through five games, the score has been within one goal for around 96 
percent of the total playing time. The teams have combined for 11 tying 
goals, the most in a single playoff series in 15 years, according to the 
NHL. 

“We’ve been in these situations before,” Predators coach John Hynes 
said. “I think we’re programmed (for them). We’re ready. Our guys (will) 
respond. We’ll certainly be ready to go for Game 6 and really excited 
about the opportunity we have in front of us here.” 
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On Thursday, the Predators will attempt to extend the series in front of 
14,107 amped-up fans at Bridgestone Arena. Here is how they can do it. 

Cash in on rebound opportunities 

Midway through the third period Tuesday, Eeli Tolvanen launched a 
sharp-angle shot from the right wall that Alex Nedeljkovic redirected into 
the slot. Ryan Johansen had a golden opportunity to finish off the 
Hurricanes, but his shot sailed wide. 

The Predators lead the NHL with 3.2 rebound chances per game during 
the playoffs, up from 1.63 during the regular season. Yet despite that 
improvement, the Predators have been credited with two rebound goals 
in five games, including Johansen’s in Game 4. (The other was Mikael 
Granlund’s power-play goal in Game 3.) 

For as good as Nedeljkovic has been in the series, he is leaving loose 
pucks in the slot. The Predators must make him pay for it. 

Employ ‘Staal’ tactics 

Jordan Staal has been a menace. The battle-tested, big-bodied 
Hurricanes captain, who has 101 games of postseason experience, has 
a series-leading four goals, winning Game 5 by swatting an airborne 
puck past Juuse Saros in overtime. 

“You see the emotion he had there at the end,” said Hurricanes 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin, who returned Tuesday after missing the 
previous three games because of a lower-body injury. “He doesn’t always 
show it, but that’s the emotion he puts into every single thing he does. … 
I’m thankful I don’t have to play against him down low in the corners.” 

Staal and linemates Jesper Fast and Warren Foegele have been 
matched against Johansen, Matt Duchene and Filip Forsberg. The 
Hurricanes have had the better chances when those lines have been on 
the ice at even strength, outshooting the Predators 16-8 overall and 7-2 
from the slot. Neither line has scored against the other, though. (On 
defense, Roman Josi and Alexandre Carrier have drawn the assignment 
of guarding Staal’s line and done a solid job in keeping it off the 
scoresheet.) 

The key to stopping Staal might be avoiding four-on-four situations; he 
has two such goals in the series. Regardless, Staal will have to be 
watched closely. 

Make one specific personnel adjustment on the power play 

Before Game 3, Hynes made the bold decision to remove Duchene and 
Johansen from the Predators’ power play. Although the team has scored 
twice in 22 opportunities against the Hurricanes, the rejiggered units 
seem to have led to more sustained offensive-zone pressure. 

Predators’ power-play units in Games 3-5 

At this point, the power play might be beyond saving, but one adjustment 
Hynes should consider making is putting Forsberg and Tolvanen back on 
the same unit. 

With respect to Calle Jarnkrok, the Hurricanes have less to fear when he 
is in the left circle. The dual threat of Forsberg and Tolvanen was largely 
responsible for the power play being somewhat dangerous during the 
regular season. 

Really, what do the Predators have to lose (other than the series)? 
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If Predators lose series, Game 5 could haunt them 

 

MICHAEL GALLAGHER  

MAY 26, 2021  

 

The Nashville Predators were seven minutes and five seconds away 
from bringing a 3-2 series lead against the No. 1 team in the Western 
Conference back to Bridgestone Arena on Thursday. 

Instead, the Predators find themselves in win-or-go-home mode after a 3-
2 overtime loss to the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena on Tuesday. 

“It’s a tough loss for us,” Preds star Roman Josi said. “I think in the third 
we were in control of the game, and they obviously scored…It’s such a 
tight series and there’s a lot of chances on both sides and they just found 
a way to score in OT tonight. We’re still in this series.” 

What makes Tuesday’s loss such a gut punch for the Predators is the 
fact that they were staring down a potential series-clinching Game 6 at 
Bridgestone Arena and couldn’t close the door. 

The series has gone back and forth like Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal 
in a Wimbledon final. Game 1 was tied heading into the third period 
before Carolina eventually pulled away. Carolina held a 1-0 lead in Game 
2 until the final 53 seconds before pulling away again. Then each of the 
next three games were decided in overtime, two needing double 
overtime. 

If the Predators end up losing the series, they will point to Tuesday’s 
Game 5  and say, “That was our missed chance.” 

Nashville executed its game plan to perfection and still lost. The 
Predators frustrated the Hurricanes for the better part of two periods, 
clogging the lanes and blocking 16 shots to Carolina’s 12. They even 
forced the Hurricanes into 21 giveaways. For comparison’s sake, 
Nashville had only four giveaways. 

No team has truly dominated the other in the series. But if you had to 
point to a single stretch of dominant hockey for the Predators in this 
series, the second period through 12:55 of the third period on Tuesday 
night was it. 

“It’s been three overtime games now in a really competitive series,” 
Predators coach John Hynes said. “I think Game 1 we weren’t at our 
best. Game 2 we know what happened with special teams, but the 5-on-
5 game was there. We went home and found a way to win two hard-
fought battles…This is what playoffs are.” 

Carolina is a team that doesn't let its opposition ruffle its feathers too 
often. Tuesday was perhaps the first time Nashville had done so. The 
Predators have done well to hang with the Hurricanes for this long. But 
not coming back to home ice with a 3-2 series lead could be the dagger 
that does them in. 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Who wins, an all-time roster of stars 
who became coaches or stars who became GMs? 

 

By Sean McIndoe May 26, 2021  

 

NHL teams sure do love to hire former players for important jobs. These 
days, if your favorite player retires, it’s probably not goodbye. Just give it 
a few years, and he’ll be back as coach or GM or to be determined. 

Sometimes it works. Joe Sakic could win GM of the Year honors for his 
work in Colorado, while Rod Brind’Amour is the favorite for this year’s 
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Jack Adams Award. Sometimes it doesn’t, like Wayne Gretzky’s 
coaching career or Mike Milbury as GM. Jim Benning and Travis Green, 
two former players, didn’t have a great year in Vancouver, but Bill Guerin 
and Dean Evason did pretty well in Minnesota. Lou Lamoriello and Barry 
Trotz never played a shift in the NHL, and neither did Julien BriseBoise 
or Jon Cooper, while Bob Murray and Dallas Eakins played plenty. It’s 
kind of all over the map. 

Today, let’s come at the question from a different angle. Who’d win a 
head-to-head matchup, a team made up entirely of NHL stars who went 
on to become coaches, or those who went on to become GMs? 

You’re already starting to come up with names for both teams, and that’s 
half the fun. But first, a few ground rules: 

– We’ll build two full rosters of 12 forwards, six defensemen and two 
goalies, without worrying too much about position beyond that. We’ll go 
back over all of NHL history, but we’ll give priority to guys from the 
modern era, because I’m told it’s more fun if reader know who I’m talking 
about. 

– To be clear, we’re looking to build our two teams based on how good 
the player was, not necessarily what they did as coach or GM. You 
shouldn’t hire Wayne Gretzky to coach your favorite team, but you do 
want him on your Team Coach roster here. 

– In the case of guys who spent time as both coach and GM, we’ll assign 
them to a team based on which job they held the longest. We’re looking 
for NHL jobs only, not WHA or other leagues. And assistants aren’t in 
play — you need to have held the real job. 

– Finally, we’re going to limit this to guys who held the job for more than 
one full season. It turns out a lot of guys got hired for very short stints, 
especially on the coaching side, and we don’t want to fill our roster up 
with ringers. 

Take a moment to see if you can figure out which side is going to win, 
and how many names your favorite team will supply. OK, let’s see how 
this plays out… 

First lines 

So yeah, let’s start with the obvious pick for Team Coach: the greatest 
player in NHL history, Wayne Gretzky. He never got the Coyotes into the 
playoffs in four years behind their bench, apparently because yelling 
“Just do what I used to do” isn’t really a strategy. That doesn’t matter 
here, as he gives Team Coach a huge head start. 

For his wingers, we’ll reach back into history for Alex Delvecchio, who 
coached the Wings for parts of four seasons (and was their GM for 
three). On the other wing, let’s slot in Denis Savard, who’s top claim to 
fame behind the Blackhawks bench was being fired and replaced by Joel 
Quenneville. Gretzky, Savard and Delvecchio give us about 5,500 points 
worth of production, over half of which comes from Gretzky. Pretty good! 

Team GM doesn’t have any Gretzky-level stars available, but they come 
pretty close. Let’s start them with Phil Esposito, who held the job with 
both the Rangers and Lightning and was a complete and certifiable 
madman the whole time. (Seriously, look at his trading record in just 
three years in New York.) We’ll give him Terrible Ted Lindsay on one 
wing, thanks to three seasons running the Red Wings in the late 70s. 

The other pick for a spot on Team GM’s top line came with some 
controversy. I originally assumed that Brett Hull would be an easy pick, 
based on his two seasons in Dallas. But Hull shared the job with Les 
Jackson, with both listed as co-GMs. Should that count? The pair held 
the job for less that two seasons, meaning if we give Hull 50 percent 
credit he’ll fall just short of our one-year cut off. But I’m not an NHL replay 
official and I’m not here to pull goals off the board on a technicality, so 
Brett Hull is on the team. 

The edge probably has to go to Team Coach here just based on having 
Gretzky, but it ends up being closer than you might expect — and maybe 
even tilts to Team GM if Lindsay catches anyone with their head down. 
Which he will. 

Second lines 

We’ll start Team Coach’s second line with another Hall-of-Fame center in 
Adam Oates. His brief stint as Devils co-coach with Scott Stevens was 

even weirder than the Brett Hull thing, but luckily he had a few years in 
Washington to make sure he qualifies. We’ll reach back into history to 
give him a pair of Hart Trophy winners as his linemates, in Milt Schmidt 
and Toe Blake. Schmidt had some strong seasons behind the bench in 
Boston and two more he’d rather forget in Washington, while Blake may 
be the only Hall-of-Fame player who actually went on to even more 
success as coach. 

Team GM will stay in the modern era with a trio current GMs you were 
probably waiting to see. We’ll start with Steve Yzerman and Joe Sakic. 
Granted, it will feel a little bit weird to see them on the same line given 
that the Red Wings and Avalanche had a bit of a rivalry back in the day, 
but we’re figuring they can get along well enough to rack up some 
offense. We’ll round out the line with Ron Francis, giving us the fifth-, 
seventh- and ninth-highest scoring players of all time on one line. Yeah, 
that’s probably manageable. 

It’s always tough to compare across eras, and Blake and Schmidt were 
legitimate stars in their day, but I think Team GM takes this one and it 
isn’t especially close. 

Third lines 

Depth is no issue for Team Coach, as the list of ex-players who went on 
to a coaching career is a long one. We’re starting to run low on truly elite 
stars, though. We can find one from the league’s earliest days in Newsy 
Lalonde, although we get some help from the fact that back then it wasn’t 
uncommon for guys to hold the dual role of player/coach that we 
absolutely need to bring back. We’ll play him with an Original Six star in 
Boom Boom Geoffrion, who followed his playing career with hit-and-miss 
coaching stints with three teams including the Atlanta Flames. And we 
can cover off the post-expansion era by completing the line with Bill 
Barber, a Hall-of-Famer who just barely qualifies thanks to a season and 
a bit behind the Flyers bench in the post-Lindros era. 

Team GM doesn’t have anywhere near the same number of options, but 
there’s still some solid star power. Let’s build a classic crash-and-bang 
third line, and there’s no better place to start than with Bobby Clarke. The 
three-time Hart winner went on to a front office career with … well, pretty 
much everyone. We’ll play him with a pair of Montreal Canadiens 
legends who knew their roles: checking winger Bob Gainey, and tough 
guy John Ferguson. (Calm down, Leaf fans, this is Ferguson Sr., who ran 
the Rangers and Jets.) Good luck scoring against this crew. Or finishing 
your shift with two functional ankles. 

This is a tough one to call. Clarke is the best player, which puts Team 
GM over the top for me. 

Fourth lines 

The fourth lines are always my favorite with these things, because it’s fun 
to build around a theme. For Team Coach, let’s see if we can match that 
Team GM checking line with one of our own, using Jacques Lemaire, 
Guy Carbonneau and Rod Brind’Amour. Carbonneau and Brind’Amour 
give us a combined five Selkes, and while Lemaire was more of an 
offensive threat in his playing days, he became synonymous with the 
defense-first mindset once he became a coach and ruined hockey re-
imagined defensive strategy. 

For Team GM, let’s add a few more current GMs by starting with Chris 
Drury. We’ll give him Joe Nieuwendyk and his 500 goals to work with. 
Our last winger spot will go to everyone’s favorite 15th-round draft pick, 
Dave Taylor, who remains the second longest-serving GM in Kings 
history. 

I’ll give the fourth-line edge to Team Coach because they’ve got two Hall 
of Famers, sort of, to Team GM’s one. Overall, it’s hard to beat Wayne 
Gretzky, but I like Team GM’s balance just a bit more, and they don’t 
have to rely on as many old-timers as Team Coach does. It’s close, but I 
think the forwards tilt to Team GM. 

Late cuts 

Depth would have been an issue if we’d kept going with Team GM. They 
still have Bill Guerin available, maybe Doug Risebrough, and could even 
call up a Hall-of-Famer in Bob Pulford, but after that the well gets kind of 
dry. That probably makes sense — NHL GMs keep their jobs longer than 
coaches, meaning there won’t be as many of them to choose from. As far 
as the one-year limit, it doesn’t really cost us anyone significant up front, 
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although maybe we could have tried to sneak in Pat LaFontaine for those 
few months when he was running the GM-less Sabres. 

Team Coach has the opposite problem, with so many options that we’d 
have a tough time running training camp. We could have used Rick 
Tocchet or Gerard Gallant, or maybe earlier guys like Doug Weight, Ed 
Olczyk, Kevin Dineen, Kirk Muller, or even Sid Abel. We could have 
made an entire checking line of miscellaneous Sutters, which is always 
fun. The one-year rule costs us some mega-stars, including Rocket 
Richard, Cy Denneny and Bryan Trottier. One more near-miss: Gordie 
Howe was originally offered the job as the first coach of the New York 
Islanders, but turned it down. 

First pairs 

Do defensemen make for better coaches and/or GMs than forwards? 
You might think they would, since it’s sometimes thought of as a more 
cerebral position. Let’s find out if there’s anything to that. 

Team Coach can start its blue line with a Hall-of-Famer who also had 
some significant success behind the bench: Larry Robinson, who joins 
Toe Blake as a Cup-winner on the coaching side. We’ll pair him with Red 
Kelly, a multi-position legend who launched a bench career in the late 
60s with early expansion teams before downgrading to the Harold 
Ballard-era Maple Leafs. 

Team GM counters with a Hall-of-Fame pairing of its own, one made up 
of guys holding the job today: Doug Wilson and Rob Blake. They’d 
complement each other well on the ice, and in between shifts they could 
talk about the finer points of rebuilding California teams around terrible 
contracts. 

Some of these have been tough calls. Not this one, a decisive edge for 
Team Coach. Let’s see if the GMs can make up some ground … 

Second pairs 

Let’s go old school with Team Coach’s second pair. They’ll take Leo 
Boivin and Dit Clapper, two Hall-of-Famers and long-time Bruins. Neither 
had much success behind the bench, with Clapper coaching the Bruins 
for four mostly lousy seasons and Boivin having two interim stints with 
the Blues in the 70s that combine to just push him past our one-year 
limit. Real good players, though. 

Team GM counters with two more Hall-of-Famers of their own, with 
Serge Savard and Kevin Lowe. Good luck making any handshake deals 
with these guys without the combined 13 Stanley Cup rings they earned 
as players getting in the way. Savard went on to earn two more 
championships as GM in Montreal, while Lowe in Edmonton, uh, did not 
do that. 

This pairing is closer, but I’ll let my bias for the modern era nudge me 
towards Team GM. Team Coach still has the overall blueline edge, 
though. 

Third pairs 

Team Coach will finish up with a Norris Trophy and a Hall-of-Fame nod, 
although somewhat oddly from two different guys. Randy Carlyle has 
been a coach for so long that some fans might not remember that he was 
a really good defenseman (with flowing locks) back in the 1980s, 
including a Norris win in 1981 that makes him the only eligible player to 
have won the trophy but not made the Hall of Fame. Phil Housley never 
got a Norris, and couldn’t do much behind the Sabres’ bench, but his 
1,200 career points rank fourth among defensemen. 

Meanwhile, Team GM is running into some depth issues here. It turns out 
that a lot of defensemen do indeed go on to a front office career, but 
most of them weren’t stars. I’m honestly having to at least think about 
Mike Milbury here, which is never a good sign for a list of GMs under any 
circumstances. I must be missing a few names somewhere, but the best I 
can come up with are a pair of hard-nosed blueliners who combined for 
31 seasons and not one single Norris vote: Bob Murray and Don 
Sweeney. 

No question here, as Team Coach takes the third pair by a mile and 
earns a pretty solid decision in the blueline category. 

Late cuts 

Team Coach gets burned by the one-year rule again, as it costs them 
Brad Park, Scott Stevens, Sprague Cleghorn and Doug Harvey. (You’re 
seeing why we had to have this rule for this to work now.) We could 
make a case for Marcel Pronovost or Hap Day, but other than those guys 
and maybe Jim Schoenfeld, Joel Quenneville or Craig Hartsburg, no 
obvious snubs are standing out to me. 

Team GM is similarly thin. We could have gone with Benning or Dale 
Tallon, but other than that I’m mostly seeing guys who had short NHL 
careers. They do lose one big name to the one-year rule, as Hall-of-
Famer Harry Howell only got a single season running the Cleveland 
Barons before they folded. 

Goaltenders 

Are goalies more likely to be GMs than coaches? I feel like they might 
be, but that could just be from hearing about Ken Holland and Jim 
Rutherford over the years. Let’s see where this goes … 

Team Coach seems to want to confirm my theory, because there isn’t 
much to choose from here. In fact, I can really only find two options that 
stand out as legitimate stars during their playing days. Luckily, that’s all I 
need, so let’s start with the obvious name: Patrick Roy, who’ll give us one 
of the very best goalies ever right up until he randomly quits right before 
training camp. We’ll back him up with Gerry Cheevers, who coached the 
Bruins for five seasons including two first-place finishes in the 1980s, 
then never got another shot despite a career record north of .600. 

As expected, Team GM has a few more names to choose from, although 
it’s not a ton. Let’s counter Team Coach’s use of a Habs legend with one 
of our own in Ken Dryden, who held the Leafs’ GM title for a couple of 
years in the late-90s. We have a few decent options for the backup job, 
but I think the best of them is Tony Esposito, a five-time all-star who just 
barely sneaks over the one-year limit thanks to a short stint as the 
Penguins’ GM before handing the reigns to Craig Patrick. 

This one’s close, with four Hall-of-Famers in play, but I think the starters 
are close to a wash and I’d have Esposito ahead of Cheevers as a 
backup. Team GM takes it. 

Late cuts 

Team Coach doesn’t really have any. Jacques Plante coached a year in 
the WHA and other stars have gone on to coaching careers at various 
levels, but few make an impact in the NHL. If we need an emergency 
backup, we might have to call Ron Low or Glen Hanlon. 

Team GM is a different story. We have another Hall-of-Famer available in 
Rogie Vachon, and we could also use Ron Hextall, especially if Roy was 
getting punchy. And of course, we could always turn to Garth Snow. Or 
at least ask to borrow his oversized gear. 

And the winner is … 

Here’s what the final rosters look like: 

Team Coach 

FORWARD 

Alex Delvecchio 

Wayne Gretzky 

Denis Savard 

Milt Schmidt 

Adam Oates 

Toe Blake 

Boom Boom Geoffrion 

Newsy Lalonde 

Bill Barber 

Rod Brind'Amour 

Jacques Lemaire 

Guy Carbonneau 
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DEFENSE DEFENSE GOALIE 

Larry Robinson 

Red Kelly 

Patrick Roy 

Leo Boivin 

Dit Clapper 

Gerry Cheevers 

Randy Carlyle 

Phil Housley 

Team GM 

 

FORWARD 

Ted Lindsay 

Phil Esposito 

Brett Hull 

Joe Sakic 

Steve Yzerman 

Ron Francis 

Bob Gainey 

Bobby Clarke 

John Ferguson 

Chris Drury 

Joe Nieuwendyk 

Dave Taylor 

 

DEFENSE DEFENSE GOALIE 

Rob Blake 

Doug Wilson 

Ken Dryden 

Serge Savard 

Kevin Lowe 

Tony Esposito 

Bob Murray 

Don Sweeney 

I think it’s Team Coach, but I could be convinced otherwise. 

Team Coach has the best player ever, four deep lines, the best blue line 
by a decent margin, and goaltending that’s close enough to almost be a 
wash. Team GM has more overall star power up front and maybe a slight 
edge in goal, but isn’t all that close on the blue line and falters a bit 
around the edges in terms of the depth spots. 

I say it’s Team Coach, but if you wanted to challenge that, we can set up 
some sort of painfully slow review process everyone will hate. Or you 
could just head into the comments and let me know which team you 
prefer, or which guys I missed altogether. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs Takeaways: What's next for the 
Penguins in net? 

 

Emily Sadler May 27, 2021, 1:20 AM 

 

It's the Stanley Cup Playoffs, the stakes are high, and the crowd loud. 
After a season of few fans being allowed to attend games, about 9,000 of 
them are now chanting your name from the stands. If you're an NHLer, 
that's the dream... right? 

Not if you're the goaltender of the visiting team, like Tristan Jarry was at 
Nassau Coliseum Wednesday night. 

On the heels of what was a nightmarish finish for Jarry two nights ago, a 
double overtime giveaway that gift-wrapped the Islanders a 3-2 series 
lead, the biggest question for the Pittsburgh Penguins heading into 
Wednesday's Game 6 was whether Jarry would be able to gather up the 
pieces of his shattered confidence and give the Penguins a performance 
worthy of a win. 

Unfortunately for both player and team, it didn't take long to learn the 
answer. 

Jarry let in two goals on his first four shots, the first of which followed a 
pattern of Islanders goals as Anthony Beauvillier's glove-side snipe 
exposed a weakness that's been exploited by New York all series long. 

Remaining Time -0:47 

Nelson feeds Beauvillier who breaks in and scores on Jarry 

The second solidified another familiar pattern that has emerged in 
Pittsburgh throughout the first round: the club's inability to hold on to any 
lead for long. Game 6 was like a microcosm of how Round 1 went for the 
Penguins -- a tale of leads lost, with Pittsburgh's goaltending unable to 
match the strength of its skaters and New York's never-say-die depth 
constantly ready to pounce on any misstep. 

Period No. 2 saw New York grab hold of the game with three goals in a 
span of 2:59, including two just 13 seconds apart. The absence of 
backup Casey DeSmith due to injury left Pittsburgh in a tough spot, with 
Sullivan clearly not convinced that the inexperienced Maxime Lagace 
would bring any kind of relief. So, even when Pittsburgh head coach Mike 
Sullivan called a timeout in an attempt to cool things off, Jarry remained 
in the game. And through it all, the Long Island crowd showed no mercy 
for the netminder. 

Now with the East Division's No. 1 seed knocked out, Pittsburgh faces 
many more questions as it approaches yet another early off-season, its 
third straight year of failing to advance beyond the first (or qualifying) 
round, and second time in that span it's fallen to the Islanders. 

Questions will be asked about the core: can it stay together, sustainably, 
for another run? Since winning back-to-back Stanley Cups in 2016 and 
2017, the club has won just a single playoff series. 

But front of mind for many right now, in the wake of Wednesday's 
disheartening loss, will be goaltending. Once boasting the kind of depth 
organizations dream of, the team chose Matt Murray over Marc-Andre 
Fleury with Vegas calling a few years ago, then went with Jarry over 
Murray last off-season. Jarry’s under contract for two more seasons at 
$3.5 million per; DeSmith, one more at $1.25 million. 

While his regular season numbers weren’t as strong as last year’s, which 
ultimately won him the starting gig, Jarry put up respectable stats worthy 
of a No. 1 behind a strong offensive team through most of 2020-21. But 
he now finishes the post-season with a stat line that tells a drastically 
different story: 3.18 goals against average, .888 save percentage through 
six games in his first full playoff series against the Islanders, a team not 
exactly known for scoring. 

With the core at the age and stage that it is, top-tier goaltending was the 
most obvious missing piece this spring. With new management at the 
helm, where does that factor in? Time for a young netminder to develop 
isn't the kind of luxury this group has if they're to turn around and make 
another run. How Pittsburgh tackles its crease will be the biggest key as 
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we shift focus from looking back on this season that was to looking 
ahead to what the next could be. 

Meanwhile, on Long Island... bring on the Bruins. And the Billy Joel. 

Vasilevskiy steps up (as usual) 

Florida's first round was not without its own drama in the crease, with 
Chris Driedger, Sergei Bobrovsky, and Spencer Knight each getting two 
starts against Tampa Bay -- the first time that's ever happened in a single 
playoff series. 

Tampa Bay, meanwhile, has had zero questions when it comes to who 
and how they play in net, and Andrei Vasilevskiy's 29-save shutout 
Wednesday night to close out the series in six games had the reigning 
Cup champs looking ready to run it back. 

In what has been a historically high-scoring series for Tampa Bay, the 
focus through much of this first round in the Sunshine State has been on 
the fast pace of the games, the physicality, and the dazzling offensive 
efforts by both sides. But Game 6 was all about Vasilevskiy, who's got a 
knack for stepping up his already-strong game in the biggest moments. 
The last time he had a playoff shutout? That was Game 6 of the Stanley 
Cup Final against Dallas to claim the Cup. 

As we bid farewell to what was the most entertaining series of 2021, it's 
clear that the state of hockey in Florida is incredibly strong. 

Talbot stumps Vegas, again 

As for the actual state of hockey... Minnesota topped Vegas at home 
Wednesday night, with Cam Talbot earning a shutout of his own -- his 
second shutout this series after blanking the Golden Knights in Game 1. 
We've now got our first Game 7 of the post-season to look forward to, 
coming up Friday night. 

Between Talbot's game-saving stops and the Golden Knights' inability to 
bring the kind of fire on offence we saw from them in the regular season, 
we're a game away from a pretty wild upset. 

Goalie interference strikes again 

Death. Taxes. No one truly understanding what constitutes goaltender 
interference. 

That's been particularly true between Vegas and Minnesota. After a 
controversial (and ultimately, very confusing) call that discounted a 
Minnesota goal in Game 4, the tides turned two games later. 

Midway through the third period of Wednesday's Game 6 chess match 
between Vegas and Minnesota, Chandler Stephenson tied things up at 1-
1 only to have it quickly ruled no-goal due to goalie interference. Replay 
showed Golden Knights forward Alex Tuch sandwiched between Wild 
defender Matt Dumba and goalie Cam Talbot -- both in the way and 
unable to get out of it. 

Remaining Time -3:13 

Vegas goal gets called back for goalie interference, challenge 
unsuccessful 

With the game on the line, Vegas had almost no choice but to challenge 
the call on the ice of goalie interference in an effort to make the goal 
count, but the challenge was unsuccessful and ultimately led to a Vegas 
loss. Minnesota then capitalized on the ensuing power play, later adding 
a third goal in the win to force Game 7. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 05.27.2021 

1188998 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / McDavid not ready to quit on Oilers despite another early 
playoff exit 

Oilers have the right foundation for long-term success 

Gene Principe and Mark Spector discuss the end of the Edmonton Oilers 
season and why the team has high hopes for the future with the core in 
place. 

 

Mark Spector May 25, 2021, 8:02 PM 

 

EDMONTON — From the outside, the Edmonton Oilers are all about 
past sins. 

A litany of management teams. Too many No. 1 picks and not enough 
success with them. A rebuild that stalled on Floor 1 for, oh, about a 
decade. Maybe longer. 

So when you look at this team in its totality, another early playoff exit 
comes off just another boulder on the avalanche of disappointments to 
come out of Northern Alberta over the past 20 years. 

Hey – we’ve covered them all. I know how long it’s been. 

But if you could simply look at what they have now. Where they are today 
— without all the Peter Chiarelli or Craig MacTavish shade — you’d be 
where Connor McDavid sits, as his 24-year-old season comes to a close 
with a disappointing first-round sweep. 

And you might understand how ridiculous those people sound who are 
predicting that McDavid is just this close to wanting out of Edmonton. 

“That’s not the case – at all,” McDavid said emphatically. “We have a 
great core here. Leon (Draisaitl) and Nursie (Darnell Nurse), Nuge (Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins), Larss (Adam Larsson) … These are guys that I’ve 
kinda grown up with. We want to see this thing through together. Do this 
thing right – as a group. It’s special to be able to play with these guys. It 
feels like we’re light years away (after being swept), but we’re a lot closer 
than it feels today.” 

Remaining Time -4:46 

Where do the Oilers go from here? 

It is disrespectful, frankly, to opine that McDavid is ready to just quit on 
everything and everybody here and walk away — to the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, as the narrative goes, that bastion of playoff success. 

If you know McDavid, you see a person who doesn’t run away, even from 
an organization that has floundered like this one. He’s a builder, and this 
team’s regular season numbers say it actually is on the rise. He even 
looks at his own Hart Trophy-level game and finds places where it can be 
improved. 

“I’ve got another level I can get to. Leo has another level. Collectively just 
finding another gear,” he said. “I’m only 24 years old. I’ve got lots left. 
Lots of ways to grow my game in different areas, find different ways to 
have success. (Even though) it feels like I’ve been in the league for a 
long time, ultimately I’m still a young guy in this league and I have lots of 
good years ahead of me.” 

The fact that the hockey world has gone here again, after a three-OT loss 
to a Winnipeg Jets club that is better than you think, is because 
expectations have risen, McDavid said. Both from the outside and within. 

“The standard’s gone up,” he said. “The culture where we come to the 
rink every day, demand better from each other, expect better from each 
other... If this were a couple of years ago we’d be happy we got to play 
four playoff games. 

“We want more. We want lots more.” 

There was a time when the Oilers looked with envy at a team like the 
Boston Bruins, with its deep, successful culture. With players like Patrice 
Bergeron, the departed Zdeno Chara, Brad Marchand and David Krejci, 
who created an environment where young players simply walked into the 
dressing room and were immersed in the right way to do things. 

Fantasy Hockey Playoffs Bracket 

Think you know how this year's playoffs will unfold? Before every round, 
from Round 1 to the Stanley Cup Final, predict the winners and number 
of games for each series and answer a few prop questions. 

As such, Edmonton brought in a GM like Chiarelli, and players like 
Andrew Ference and Milan Lucic, hoping to import some winning culture 
into a locker room that had long since run out. But all those ex-Bruins 
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had lost their fastball when they arrived here, and their ability to lead 
suffered accordingly. 

Today the leaders are McDavid, Draisaitl, Nurse, Nugent-Hopkins and 
Larsson, a five-year Oiler who will be signed to a three- or four-year deal 
within weeks. They all have chops because they all can play. 

They’re also the guys who set the bar here, a bar that is finally being set 
by players whose standards take something special to live up to. 

“It’s not the way we wanted (this season) to end, no question about it,” 
began Draisaitl. “But we took some big steps internally: the way we want 
to play, the compete level we have every night. There’s no quit in our 
game. No pouting. We’re starting to build a real good foundation of what 
is to come the next few years here with the Oilers. 

“We know we’ve had some tough times — we have had some very tough 
times. There have been a lot of disappointing years. It’s going to feel that 
much better when we do win, when we are at the top. We want to win as 
a group, and we want to do it with the guys that are here.” 

Do the math. Edmonton became a better team in almost every category 
this season — particularly defensively. GM Ken Holland, after two years 
of mopping up after Chiarelli, has some cap space this summer to fill in a 
couple of crucial holes in his roster. 

But whomever he brings in, they’ll walk into a proper dressing room now, 
with the right culture. Sure, the leaders still need to learn how to win in 
the playoffs — undoubtedly — but that’s all that remains, and they have 
paid their dues. 

This is that annual playoff team now, with a puncher’s chance that will 
grow as Holland fills in around the edges of his lineup, and playing next 
year in a division full of teams that will all but ensure Edmonton hosts a 
first-round playoff series. 

“This is where I want to be,” said Nurse, who played 62 minutes Monday 
night and became a father Tuesday morning. 

“We came up in this league together, me, Leon, Connor, Nuge… We’ve 
been here when it wasn’t so great, played in seasons where you’re out in 
January, and it was some pretty dark ends to the season. 

"You want to have success and win in this organization. We’ve been 
through the thick of it." 
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Sportsnet.ca / The best and worst of the 2021 Vancouver Canucks 
season 

Canucks plan to be very aggressive via trade and free agency markets 

Vancouver Canucks GM Jim Benning says ownership has been gracious 
to give them whatever resources they need to get back to where they 
need to be next season, including buyouts, and be very aggressive in 
both the trade markets and free agency. 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER -- These year-end review columns are sometimes called 
“Best and Worst,” but for the Vancouver Canucks it seems it should be 
“Best of the Worst.” Or maybe “Least Bad of Terrible Things and Worst.” 

So much went wrong for the Canucks in the pandemic season as they 
regressed by an 82-game equivalent of 20 points that it’s impossible to 
see a glass half full – especially since the glass felt empty until someone 
dropped and broke it. And then you stepped on the shrapnel in your 
socks, got a chunk of glass stuck in the vacuum hose and never did find 
that last shard until the dog did. 

Even a lot of the good stuff had bad stuff in it, like general manager Jim 
Benning’s declaration on Friday that the organization would be 

aggressive in the off-season trying to add speed, skill and depth to a 
lineup that didn’t have enough of any in 2021. 

We like the idea of aggressiveness. Captain Bo Horvat is already 26 
years old, and he and J.T. Miller (see best AND worst below) are two 
years away from unrestricted free agency, which pretty much defines the 
immediate window to win. Brock Boeser will be going into his fifth season 
next fall, Elias Pettersson his fourth and Quinn Hughes his third. With the 
expected arrival of Vasili Podkolzin and expected return of Jack 
Rathbone, all of the Canucks’ best prospects will soon be in the National 
Hockey League. So, darn right, the Canucks better get after it and do 
everything they can to earn a ticket back to the playoffs in 2022 without 
wasting another year. 

But then we remember Benning’s previous attempts to be aggressive in 
free agency, the organization’s spotty record in trades, the salary-cap hell 
that only now is starting to cool in Vancouver, and wonder if maybe it 
would be safer to be careful and patient and wait a 52nd year before 
going for that first Stanley Cup. 

One thing we can guarantee: it won’t be dull. 

BEST AND WORST OF 2021 CANUCKS 

Best: Thatcher Demko. The most important individual development of 
Vancouver’s season was the emergence of Demko as a No. 1 goalie to 
replace Jacob Markstrom. Demko struggled at the start of the season 
and again after he emerged from the COVID-19 crisis, but still finished 
with a .915 save rate that was a full percentage point better than his 
rookie year in 2019-20. Evolving-Hockey rated Demko No. 8 among NHL 
starters (30+ games) with 8.03 goals saved above expectation. 

Worst: Braden Holtby. Except for an inspired four-game stretch after the 
COVID break when Holtby helped carry the Canucks, the former 
Washington Capital was a major disappointment in his first season in 
Vancouver. He wasn’t close to winning the starting job against Demko 
and finished the season with an .889 save percentage, deflated at the 
end by allowing 25 goals in his final five starts, that was 61st among 67 
goalies who played at least 10 games. Holtby’s contract, two years at an 
average of $4.3 million, looks like another the Canucks will have to 
survive. 

Best: Nils Hoglander. The rookie dynamo not only made the NHL team 
as a 20-year-old, he grabbed a top-six spot that he never surrendered. 
The Swede’s effort was relentless, and after a mid-season lull, played 
some of his best hockey at the end. He finished with 13 goals and 27 
points – 26 of them at even-strength – and led Canucks regulars in play-
driving with a 50.4 per cent Corsi-for. When he scored in the Canucks’ 
season-opening win in Edmonton, which was pretty much the team’s 
peak, Sportsnet’s national host, Jeff Marek, asked wryly: “Really, 
Vancouver? Another one?” Yes, Hoglander looks like another core piece. 

Remaining Time -0:58 

Hoglander scores first career goal in NHL debut 

Almost the best: Jack Rathbone. Going a year without playing after 
leaving Harvard, Rathbone was fast-tracked to the Canucks from the 
American Hockey League and instantly looked like a fit in the NHL. The 
mobile, 22-year-old defenceman was assertive and confident, saw his 
role increase over the eight games he played and even made it on to 
Travis Green’s power play as the shooter alongside friend and landlord 
Quinn Hughes. Rathbone contributed three points in his eight games, 
during which he was among the top half-dozen Canucks in most 
advanced stats. 

Worst: Adam Gaudette (and, no, of course not because of COVID). A 
player who had been viewed near the top of the second tier of Canuck 
prospects, a potential third-line centre for years to come, Gaudette 
crashed and burned and was traded. A frequent scratch during last 
summer’s playoff run, Gaudette lost his spot at centre before the season, 
then scored just four times in 33 games before the team moved on. 

Best: Travis Green. The head coach deserved before the season the 
contract extension he waited for until last week, having spent 56 games 
buffeted like underwear on a clothesline. During a hurricane. Even when 
it looked late in the year like he’d be coaching elsewhere next season, 
Green did some of his best work to keep his decimated team engaged 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 27, 2021 

 

and believing. Not every Canucks player likes him, but they all respect 
him and everyone who was asked wanted him back. 

Worst or best: Ian Clark. We’re still waiting to see if Khrushchev’s 
missiles make a U-turn before Cuba, crisis is averted and one of the best 
goaltending coaches in the world remains with the Canucks. As with 
Green, the team should have been proactive in locking down the goalie 
whisperer whose brilliant work was evident in the rise of both Demko and 
Markstrom, but here we are. Please, for the sake of Canucks Twitter, let 
there be peace. 

Worst: Those greeny reverse retro Canucks jerseys that looked like 
pajamas pirated by a manufacturer without NHL merchandising rights. 

Best: New No. 1 anthem singer Marie Hui, who never mailed it in despite 
singing to an audience of 40 players who had heard it all before. 

Worst: COVID-19 outbreak. And honestly, nothing else was close to as 
bad as this. 

Best: All the Canucks who got sick recovered well enough to finish the 
season and, with a summer to rest and train, hopefully will be back to 
100 per cent as players next fall. 

Best: Brock Boeser. The winger a lot of people seemed in a hurry to 
trade after his 16-goal season last year had a bounceback season and 
looked again like an elite finisher, scoring 23 goals and 49 points that 
over a full-season calibrates to 34 goals and 72 points. People want to 
praise his 200-foot game, but Boeser’s job is to score. Hindered by 
injuries his first three seasons, Boeser stayed healthy this year and got 
his fastball back, which is great news long term. 

Worst: Elias Pettersson. One of the most talented 22-year-olds on Earth 
had an explicably erratic start and was playing his way back into elite 
form when his season ended on March 3, two days after he hyper-
extended his wrist in an innocuous-looking collision in Winnipeg. The 
franchise cornerstone was badly missed, and his absence over the final 
two and a half months feels ominous heading into the off-season. The 
centre fully expects to be fit for next season. He has to be for the 
Canucks to have a chance at returning to the playoffs. 

Remaining Time -1:16 

Elias Pettersson explains all details of his frustrating wrist injury 

Best AND worst: J.T. Miller. Like Ryan Kesler and Todd Bertuzzi, earlier 
Canuck power-forwards with the skill and visceral emotion to change 
games, Miller was an unpredictable thrill ride in the coronavirus season. 
Without any fans to yell as loudly as he does, Miller’s frustration was as 
evident as his supreme skill. With Pettersson injured and the team 
reeling, the winger tried to do too much -- we hope that’s what it was -- 
and became an exasperating, stick-smacking, F-bomb dropping, turnover 
machine in some games. But he also led from the front every night, 
battled until the end and still finished with 46 points in 53 games. 

Worst: The schedule. Starting with 13 games in 21 nights, four sets of 
back-to-backs and more games and less rest (you can’t have fewer than 
zero practices) compared to all others in the division, Vancouver’s 
schedule was a joke. Then came COVID and 19 games in 32 nights to 
finish. 

Best: It’s over. And next year will be better. It will be better, right? 
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TSN.CA / Influential Tavares ‘a huge support’ to Leafs, returns to practice 
facility 

Despite being knocked out of the first-round playoff series against the 
Montreal Canadiens after sustaining a knee injury and concussion in 
Game 1, Maple Leafs captain John Tavares has been “there every 
moment” as he continues to communicate with – and fire up – his 
teammates, Mark Masters writes. 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held a media availability on Wednesday ahead of Thursday’s Game 5 
against the Montreal Canadiens at Scotiabank Arena. 

John Tavares returned to the Leafs practice facility on Wednesday.  

"John is here today re-acclimating himself to the group and getting back 
going," coach Sheldon Keefe revealed. "There are a lot of really positive 
things both in his recovery and having him around our group." 

Despite being knocked out of the series against Montreal after sustaining 
a knee injury and concussion in Game 1, Tavares has continued to 
influence the Leafs.  

"We get text messages from him before every game reminding us what 
we need to do out there and what our mindset needs to be like," said 
William Nylander. "He's been a huge support. He's been on FaceTime 
after the wins in the locker room. He's there every moment."  

Tavares will be sidelined at least through June 3 due to the knee injury. 
There is no timeline for his return from the concussion and general 
manager Kyle Dubas said the team will be cautious in how they handle 
that.  

"For him to communicate, reach out, and assure the guys he is doing well 
— because he has been doing very well — is a very good thing for our 
team," said Keefe. "He is the captain of the group so for him to still be 
showing those leadership qualities that he has at this time of year is 
really important." 

    pic.twitter.com/jp3uBC3IL4 

    — John Tavares (@91Tavares) May 26, 2021 

'He's been a huge support': Tavares still in constant communication with 
Leafs 

After John Tavares went down with a gruesome injury in Game 1, he 
made sure to text the team to let them know he was alright. Since then, 
William Nylander said he texts the players to let them know what their 
mindset should be heading into games, and Sheldon Keefe praised 
Tavares for his leadership, even from home. 

Teammates will often rave about Nylander. They will talk about his 
smooth skating ability. They will highlight his vision and creativity. They 
will gush about his shot and urge him to use it more. But after Tuesday's 
win, in which Nylander scored yet again, we heard something different.  

"He's really led the way," said veteran forward Jason Spezza. "He's 
showed a lot of determination. His board battles have been second to 
none. He's more vocal on the bench. You can tell he's really taken on a 
leadership role with John down. He's stepped up." 

'He's been a huge support': Tavares still in constant communication with 
Leafs 

After John Tavares went down with a gruesome injury in Game 1, he 
made sure to text the team to let them know he was alright. Since then, 
William Nylander said he texts the players to let them know what their 
mindset should be heading into games, and Sheldon Keefe praised 
Tavares for his leadership, even from home. 

Nylander insists his play and approach hasn't been impacted by the 
absence of Tavares. So, what sparked the change?  

"It's the losses in previous years," he said. "They hurt you when you lose 
so that's something I'm trying to not have happen this year." 

Last year, Nylander struggled in Game 5 against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. Asked to play centre, Nylander was on the ice for all three 
Jackets goals in the elimination game. He finished the series with only 
one even-strength goal. The takeaway?  

"Just the small situations," he said. "Every little situation makes a 
difference at the end of the game." 

Nylander has always possessed a certain swagger and self-belief, which 
has served him well. Now, his teammates are also benefitting.  
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"Will's not a guy that's short on confidence in any way," said Keefe, who 
also coached Nylander in the American Hockey League. "Having 
personal confidence is one thing, but having confidence within the team, 
within the team unit, is a whole other thing and that's where we've seen 
the growth. He recognizes the role that he has and the responsibility that 
comes with it." 

    William Nylander extended his goal streak to four games and moved 
within one of matching the @MapleLeafs franchise record for longest in 
the #StanleyCup Playoffs.#NHLStats: https://t.co/Yd22T7EVeU 
pic.twitter.com/IKYMuh3B4V 

    — NHL Public Relations (@PR_NHL) May 26, 2021 

Nylander has been a dominant force against the Canadiens scoring in all 
four games, but also making the subtle plays necessary to win. He 
started the sequence leading to his goal on Tuesday night with a check 
on Tyler Toffoli behind the Leafs net.  

"He understands the importance of these games and understands what 
he needs to do to take the next step in his evolution as a hockey player," 
observed linemate Alex Kerfoot. "He wants to be a great player. He is a 
great player. He's doing all the little things to help us win right now and 
that's what we need."   

In Tavares' absence, Nylander asserts himself as a leader for the Maple 
Leafs 

With four goals over the first four games of the Maple Leafs' series with 
Montreal, William Nylander has asserted himself as a leader for Toronto. 
Jason Spezza acknowledged after Tuesday's game that Nylander was 
more vocal on the bench, in addition to being a leader on the ice while 
Sheldon Keefe said Nylander's confidence has now extended to a 
confidence within the team structure. 

--- 

On Thursday night, the Leafs have a chance to clinch the franchise's first 
playoff series win since 2004. 

During the Auston Matthews era, the team has come painfully close to 
advancing. In 2017, Toronto held a 2-1 series lead against the 
Washington Capitals. In 2018, the Leafs held a third period lead in Game 
7 against the Boston Bruins. In 2019, they had a 3-2 series lead against 
the Bruins, but couldn't hold a lead at home in Game 6. And, in 2020, the 
team squandered a 3-0 lead in Game 3 against the Blue Jackets with a 
chance to swing a tied series.  

"We know this is a hurdle we have to get over," acknowledged Keefe. 
"We don't put any of that on the players. We have a very small group of 
players that have been here for multiple years. This group of players I 
look at with its own identity — not attached to anything that has 
happened in the past. I think it is important inside of our walls that the 
guys don't wear any of those types of pressures." 

The Leafs have never had a chance like this. The team is better than it 
has been in recent years and the opposition is weaker. Montreal owns 
the worst record of all 16 playoff teams. Toronto dominated the North 
Division in the regular season and has played well in building a 3-1 series 
lead against the Habs. 

"As an organization, of course, we need to deliver for our fans," said 
Keefe. "We have given ourselves a great opportunity to do that. There is 
a reason why it has been this many years. It is because closing out a 
series is a very difficult thing to do. We respect that greatly. We respect 
our opponent. We know tomorrow night's game is going to be the hardest 
one in the series." 

This Leafs team appears to be up to the challenge. There's a different 
feel after the organization brought in several veteran players in the off-
season to supplement the core. 

"The simple thing for me is just unity and camaraderie. This is a true 
team," said Keefe of the change. "It just goes to show the personalities 
that we have and how it is all coming together. They enjoy being around 
each other. I think it is something that is thrown around a lot across the 
league and all of that, but I really feel it this season." 

Six players have experienced all of Toronto's playoff setbacks in the last 
four years: Matthews, Nylander, Mitch Marner, Zach Hyman, Morgan 
Rielly and Frederik Andersen. 

Down but not out, Habs look to get series back to Montreal in front of 
fans 

With their backs against the wall, down 3-1 in their series against the 
Maple Leafs, Ben Chiarot offered a simple solution for the Canadiens' 
scoring woes: Put the puck in the net. The Habs will get a boost if they 
make it to Game 6, as 2500 fans will be allowed into the Bell Centre. 
John Lu has more on the Habs' fight to stay alive. 

Alex Galchenyuk made a beautiful no-look pass to set up Nylander's goal 
on Tuesday. He finished the night with three points against the team that 
picked him third overall in the 2012 draft. It must feel good to get some 
revenge, right?  

"Not really, to be honest," he said. "To come into games and think about 
playing here in the past or any stuff like that is extra talk. [I'm] just trying 
to keep it pretty simple in my head." 

Any old friends, though, on the other side?  

"It's playoffs, man," the 27-year-old said. "You know what time it is right 
now. There's no friends. We'll leave that for later." 

Galchenyuk has resurrected his NHL career in Toronto. After clearing 
waivers and being acquired by the Leafs in February, he reported to the 
AHL for the first time in his career and earned positive reviews over six 
games with the Marlies. Upon entering the Leafs lineup, Galchenyuk 
received consistent praise for his work ethic.  

But then, after playing the final 26 games of the season, Galchenyuk was 
scratched in Game 1 of the playoffs as Riley Nash, a guy who had not 
played for the team previously, entered the mix.  

"It wasn't easy to have that conversation," Keefe admitted. "He had 
played well. He had come a long way. He certainly had contributed to our 
team's success. So, that conversation to have him on the outside was not 
an easy one for me. I did reassure him that he was going to play and he 
was going to be an important part of it." 

After Tavares got hurt, Galchenyuk got a chance. He struggled in Game 
2 and Game 3, failing to register a shot and taking a double minor for 
high sticking on Monday. Still, Galchenyuk kept grinding.   

"A lot of credit goes to him just for his attitude," said Spezza. "He 
understands that we have a deep team. Even when he was out, he had a 
great attitude and he works at his game. He spends time after practice, 
spends time before practice and he's a guy that's just had a really 
determined effort." 

    THE SAUCE   #LeafsForever pic.twitter.com/U6zchMmVw1 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) May 26, 2021 

Galchenyuk got rewarded on Tuesday.  

"He just has a great passion for the game," said Keefe. "I think he's fit in 
very well and he’s earned the respect of his teammates through the 
attitude that he's brought and through the work ethic and how he's played 
on the ice, most importantly." 

'There's no friends': Passionate Galchenyuk burns old team, earns 
respect of Leafs 

Alex Galchenyuk has revived his career in Toronto with his passionate 
play and focused approach. "He's earned the respect of his teammates 
through the attitude that he's brought," said head coach Sheldon Keefe. 
Galchenyuk produced three points against his old team on Tuesday 
night. Any friends left on the Habs? "It’s playoffs," the 27-year-old said. 
"There's no friends." 

--- 

Carey Price robbed Spezza with an incredible stick save in Game 3. He 
stoned him again on a breakaway early in Game 4. The 37-year-old just 
kept on coming and eventually picked up Toronto's second goal on 
Tuesday night.  
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"He's probably the best goalie of our generation so it's just important that 
you don't get frustrated when saves get made," Spezza said. "Saves are 
going to be made at times. When you're getting chances it's usually a 
good sign. I expect him to make saves. You're not going to score every 
time. You just have to stay with it." 

    Carey Price robs Jason Spezza blind with the paddle 
pic.twitter.com/MTYHM1CoYD 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) May 24, 2021 

Price has performed well posting a .920 save percentage in the series 
but Jack Campbell, playing in his first Stanley Cup playoffs, has even 
better numbers with a .965 save percentage.  

"He's giving them a chance to win every game," Campbell said of his 
counterpart. "I don't know if 'out-duelling' is the right word. I'm just trying 
to do my job for my team like he is for his team ... It's just been an honour 
to battle him and still got a long ways to go so got to be ready for next 
game." 

'Probably the best goalie of our generation': Spezza, Campbell outline 
approach v Price 

After getting robbed by Carey Price on Monday, Jason Spezza beat the 
Canadiens star on Tuesday. "He's probably the best goalie of our 
generation so it's just important that you don't get frustrated," Spezza 
noted. Meanwhile, Jack Campbell is posting better numbers than Price in 
the series. "I don't know if 'out-duelling' is the right word," Campbell said. 
"I'm just trying to do my job for my team." 

Campbell has benefited from a strong defensive performance by the 
Leafs.  

"We're doing pretty much everything really well defensively," the 29-year-
old said. "Like, if I have a rebound or something, they're clearing it. 
They're on it. We're working hard [to get] back. Montreal's super fast, but 
they’re not getting too many rush chances right now." 

"Soup's obviously made really timely saves for us," said Spezza. "That’s 
huge come playoff time. We're just trying to limit their rush chances. If 
you look at Game 1 they got a goal on a rush chance and it's important 
we take that away from them. When we do we're able to slowly gain 
territorial play and wear them down." 

Even in the second period, with the long change, the Canadiens have 
been unable to generate much of anything. In fact, Toronto has owned 
the middle frame, outscoring Montreal 8-1.  

"There's a lot more space on the ice because of the line changes and 
people generally have to leave structure to get off the ice, which changes 
it a little bit and that is an opening for us to really get going," Keefe said. 
"First and third periods are difficult this time of year, especially with 
structure generally in place. You've got to come through groups of five 
people quite often. Second period opens up a little bit and we look at that 
as a big opportunity for us to take hold of the game." 

The Leafs will hold a morning skate on Thursday at Scotiabank Arena.  

Nick Foligno remains day-to-day with a lower-body injury. 
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TSN.CA / Nylander’s strong postseason start fuelled by past painful 
losses 

William Nylander is tired of painful playoff losses. The Maple Leafs 
winger has been through three first-round postseason exits and one 
qualifying-round loss in his NHL career so far, feeling the sting of 
disappointment increase each time. Kristen Shilton has more. 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — William Nylander is tired of painful playoff losses. 

The Maple Leafs winger has been through three first-round postseason 
exits and one qualifying-round loss in his NHL career so far, feeling the 
sting of disappointment increase each time. 

Nylander has channelled that past frustration into a sensational start to 
the Leafs’ first-round matchup against Montreal. Toronto leads the series 
three games to one, and Nylander leads all Leafs with four goals. He and 
linemate Alex Kerfoot also share the team lead with five points each.  

“The losses in previous years, they hurt you,” Nylander said on 
Wednesday. “So that's something that I'm trying to not have happen this 
year. [I’ve learned] just about the small situations, and how every little 
situation makes a difference in the end of the game. [The] mindset is 
different now. We set a goal and we're working towards that goal every 
day.” 

Toronto could take a big step towards its ultimate objective in Thursday’s 
Game 5. There’s a chance then for the Leafs to eliminate Montreal, and 
by doing so advance to the second round of the postseason for the first 
time since 2003-04.  

For those like Nylander who have lived through the Leafs’ recent playoff 
failures, winning a round would be especially meaningful. Knowing that, 
coach Sheldon Keefe – who only took over behind Toronto’s bench in 
Nov. 2019 – is trying to keep any undue pressure at bay leading up to 
Game 5. 

“This group itself I look at as its own,” said Keefe. "It has its own identity, 
and is not attached to anything that's happened in the past and what's 
important is inside our walls. [That said], we’ve given ourselves a great 
opportunity here. But there’s a reason why it's been this many years 
[since the Leafs won a round]. Closing out a series is a very difficult thing 
to do, and we respect that greatly. We know that tomorrow night's game 
is going to be the hardest one of the series.” 

The Leafs have already been through some adversity in these playoffs, 
starting with captain John Tavares being stretched off the ice early in 
Game 1 following a scary sequence of collisions. Tavares was diagnosed 
with a concussion and knee injury that will keep him sidelined indefinitely. 

Nylander played with Tavares most of the season, and was rattled to see 
him leave so suddenly and in such gut-wrenching fashion. The Leafs 
went on to lose that game 2-1. 

A silver lining to that incident though has been Nylander’s response. Not 
only has the 25-year-old winger continued to elevate his game on the ice 
ever since, he’s helping to fill other voids as well. 

“He’s more vocal on the bench,” said Jason Spezza of Nylander. “You 
can tell he's really taken a leadership role with John down. He’s stepped 
up, and he’s showed a lot of determination. His board battles have been 
second to none on our team. And he's showing poise with the puck, 
which is hard to do at this time of year.” 

It’s even more difficult when your line is in constant flux. After losing 
Tavares in Game 1, Nick Foligno stepped in to centre Nylander and Alex 
Galchenyuk for Game 2. But Foligno suffered a lower-body injury at 
some point and remains out day-to-day with the ailment.  

Keefe was forced then to shuffle the deck once more, moving Kerfoot up 
to centre Nylander and Galchenyuk. That combination has led to some 
impressive early returns.  

Through two games together so far, Kerfoot has assisted on a pair of 
goals by Nylander and added three more helpers to the mix. Their line 
emerged as Toronto’s best in Game 4, with Galchenyuk pitching in a goal 
and two assists for a total of seven points from the trio. 

What Nylander and company are doing now goes beyond just being 
motivated by Tavares’ absence.  

“I think regardless of what happened to John, I would have played the 
same way,” said Nylander. “It’s playoffs, and whether he's in the lineup or 
he's not, doesn't mean that's going to change the way I play. [Kerfoot and 
I] played a little bit last year together, we had a connection from the 
beginning and I think that has been turned over into this year. There's 
always been chemistry between us, from day one.” 

Keefe had a long talk with Kerfoot in the off-season about what his role 
on the Leafs would be this season, never expecting how much that would 
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change based on injuries and adjustments throughout the year. But 
versatility is one of Kerfoot’s strong suits, and he’s giving the Leafs 
exactly what they need right now.  

“He’s stepped up and found another level and is playing as good of 
hockey as I've seen from him,” Keefe said. “It can be a somewhat heavy 
thing, when you look at the lineup as a centre on this team and you're 
playing behind Auston Matthews and John Tavares. [You wonder], 
‘Where do I fit in?’ Or, ‘Where's my opportunity to grow and take a step 
as a player?’ We were making it very clear to him that he's an important 
guy for us, and he has been.” 

The Leafs took Wednesday off the ice following their set of back-to-back 
games, but most players still visited the practice facility for treatment. 
And for the first time since his injury, Tavares went to the rink on 
Wednesday as well.  

Keefe said Tavares was “getting going again” in his recovery process 
and “reacclimatizing” to the group, but he’s never been far away. 
Nylander said the team captain sends text messages before every game 
reminding the team what it needs to do to be successful, and appears on 
FaceTime in the dressing room after every game.  

It’s just another example of the foundation Toronto has tried to build all 
season, bringing together not just good players, but good people too.  

“The simple thing for me is just our unity and camaraderie; this is a true 
team,” Keefe said. “And I think that just goes to show the personalities 
that we have, and how that it's all come together. We put ourselves in a 
good spot here and we're excited about the opportunity to compete again 
tomorrow. It’s a huge chance for our team to take another big step 
[towards] a very difficult thing to accomplish, and that’s the closing of the 
series.” 
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