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He won the Stanley Cup with the Lightning. Will he get to play against them as a Hurricane?  

By Luke DeCock  

The Carolina Hurricanes practiced with their core group on 
Saturday, the 20 players who played in Thursday’s Game 6 
win over the Nashville Predators plus Cedric Paquette, Jake 
Gardiner and Maxime Lajoie. 

Of that extra trio, Paquette is the only one who has yet to 
play in the playoffs, and now faces the team he won the 
Stanley Cup with last fall in the second round. Paquette was 
acquired in part for his postseason experience with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, but was hurt at the end of the regular 
season and has yet to crack the lineup in the playoffs. 

The Hurricanes listed Paquette as injured throughout the 
Nashville series but Brind’Amour said Saturday the fourth-
line center has been available all along and could play in 
Sunday’s Game 1 if needed. 

“You want to get him in, because I know he’s effective, but 
who are you taking out?” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “At this point, we’re playing pretty well. I like how the 
group’s going. Right now he’s just kind of the odd man out. 
There’s a good chance he’ll get in here. The way things go, 
very rarely do you get through a couple series without guys 
getting nicked up. He’s ready if we need him.” 

It looked Saturday like Paquette’s opportunity might have 
arrived when Nino Niederreiter left the ice in the middle of 
practice but Brind’Amour said he didn’t think Niederreiter had 
a significant problem. 

“Nino, I don’t know, he did a little something,” Brind’Amour 
said. “I don’t know how serious that is. I don’t think it’s an 
issue.” 

Will PNC Arena be the largest house in the NHL? 

The official PNC Arena capacity for Games 1 and 2: 16,299. 
The Hurricanes announced Wednesday that the additional 
ventilation equipment they installed to meet NHL standards 
would allow them to increase attendance to 15,000 or more. 
Barring any unannounced changes in Boston or Denver on 
Saturday, that will be the largest crowd to see an NHL playoff 
game this season.  

The Nashville Predators have the most so far, 14,107 to see 
the Hurricanes close out the series in Game 6 on Thursday 
with a 4-3 overtime win. Hurricanes general manager Don 

Waddell said Friday there was still a chance the building 
could be full at some point if the Hurricanes advance through 
the playoffs. 

“This building, as we all know, when it’s full it’s one of the 
loudest buildings, I think, in the league,” Waddell said. “Even 
with our 12,000 crowds in the first round.” 

Still waiting on Svech 

Andrei Svechnikov finished the Nashville series with only the 
one empty-net goal in Game 1 but did emerge from that 
series as the Hurricanes’ best five-on-five player, analytically 
speaking. At the same time, Svechnikov was also eighth on 
the team in xG (expected goals) per Natural Stat Trick which 
suggests that his shots haven’t been coming from dangerous 
enough places on the ice. 

“I think he’s been getting chances and playing well,” 
Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. “He’s another elite 
player and when the puck starts going in for him, look out. 
He’s one shot away from really helping this squad. He does 
a lot of other little things that really help us throughout the 
game anyway. But he’s a guy that obviously wants to score 
goals. I’m sure they’ll go in for him really soon.” 

Scouting Tampa Bay 

It’s not like the Hurricanes needed much of a scouting report 
after eight regular-season games against the Lightning, but 
Alex Nedeljkovic said he did watch some of Tampa Bay’s 
first-round series against the Florida Panthers, which was 
scheduled on the Hurricanes’ off nights against the 
Predators. 

“Here and there, sometimes,” Nedeljkovic said. “It’s good to 
get away from the rink a little bit. Reset, refocus and 
recharge.” 

Hurricanes vs. Lightning 

When: 5 p.m., Sunday 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

Watch: NBCSN
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Tampa may have more offensive talent than Nashville, but Canes expect similar grind  

By Luke DeCock  

The offensive talent on both sides of the ice in this series is 
staggering, and that’s even before Nikita Kucherov’s, uh, 
miraculous return from injury in time for the playoffs. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning just won the Stanley Cup with a 
high-powered group that starts with a mobile defense led by 
Victor Hedman and Mikhail Sergachev backing up forwards 
like Steven Stamkos, Brayden Point, Ondrej Palat and 
Kucherov, who merely leads the playoffs in scoring so far. 

The Carolina Hurricanes can answer with Sebastian Aho, 
Andrei Svechnikov, Martin Necas, Vincent Trocheck up front, 
not to mention playoff goal-scorer Brock McGinn, and the 
unpredictable but explosive Dougie Hamilton on defense. All 
of that makes them a “legit contender,” according to none 
other than Stamkos on Saturday. 

It’s easy to look at all of that and expect, or perhaps maybe 
hope, that the second round will be a little more up and 
down, a little less bump and grind, than the first round was. 
The only way the Nashville Predators — a one-line, one-
pairing team — could compete with the speed and skill of the 
Hurricanes was to slow things down, clog up the ice and 
grind it out. The Hurricanes and Lightning, theoretically, 
could whiz up and down the ice trading chances like it’s 1985 
all over again. 

“This is obviously a team that’s very dangerous on the rush 
and off turnovers and quick transition,” Hurricanes captain 
Jordan Staal said. “It’s going to be a different style for sure.” 

Yes, isn’t it pretty to think so? 

One needs only to look at the eight games these teams 
played during the regular season to be disabused of any 
notion this series will be any less brutal than the last. Five of 
the eight were one-goal games before empty-net goals. Two 
went to OT. Only once did one team get four goals past the 
opposing goalie. 

The stretch of four games in six days in February that served 
as a sort-of mini-playoff preview — two in Raleigh followed 
by two in Tampa — saw the Lightning win three of four, but if 
you take out the empty-net goal in every game, a reminder of 
how close things actually were, there were a total of 13 goals 
scored, 7-6 in favor of Tampa. There were two shutouts. It 
was not an offensive bonanza. 

“I looked back at all our games against Tampa and there 
wasn’t a lot of room,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “It was low scoring and low shots. We had a lot more 
against Nashville. It looks that way, but we were getting quite 
a bit of offense. It might be tighter in this series than the 
other series, just based on how they defend. And obviously, 
they’ve got some high power, so we’re going to have to try to 
defend them and shut it down.” 

Then you’ve got the goalies, with Alex Nedeljkovic catching 
lightning in a bottle for the Hurricanes as a rookie — he 
recorded his first NHL shutout against the Lightning in 
February — and Andrei Vasilevskiy the current NHL gold 
standard and presumptive Vezina Trophy favorite for the 
Lightning. Both ranked among the top six in every traditional 
and advanced goaltending stat. 

In terms of goals per game, neither team was in the top six 
for offense in the NHL. Both were in the top six defensively. 

So just as the Lightning and Florida Panthers slugged it out 
for six games in a first-round series that sometimes turned 
violent, all the skill on the ice in the second round is going to 
have to fight its way through the static to rise above. The 
Lightning will be far more dangerous off turnovers than the 
Predators, but a few key power-play goals could swing the 
series one direction or the other. A goaltender may steal a 
game or two. A physical price will still be paid. 

“It won’t be a cakewalk going up and down the ice,” Staal 
said.  

That’s the way it always is, and that’s the way it will be again.
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Who has the goaltending edge as the Canes host the Lightning in Game 1 of their series?  

By Chip Alexander  

Alex Nedeljkovic of the Carolina Hurricanes is the kind of 
person and goalie who rarely gets caught up with who’s in 
the other net, playing for the other guys. 

“Honestly, it doesn’t matter,” Nedeljkovic said Saturday.  

In the opening round of the Stanley Cup playoffs it was 
Juuse Saros of the Nashville Predators. Saros was brilliant at 
times and twice won double-overtime games, but Nedeljkovic 
and the Canes won the series in six games. 

But the second round brings a sterner test, perhaps the 
ultimate playoff test. The Canes face the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, the 2020 Stanley Cup champion. They have 
Andrei Vasilevskiy, arguably the best goalie in the NHL and 
the world. 

On paper, and in the opinion of many who follow the NHL, 
that’s a key mismatch — Vasilevskiy versus Nedeljkovic — 
and one could be the winning edge for Tampa Bay in the 
Central Division second-round series.  

Vasilevskiy, 26, has the Stanley Cup championship ring. He 
won the 2019 Vezina Trophy and could win it again this year, 
and has led the league in wins the past four seasons. He will 
making his 60th career playoff start Sunday in Game 1 
against the Canes at PNC Arena. 

“He’s one of the best in the league and he’s been that way 
for a long time now,” Nedeljkovic said. “He knows what it 
takes to get to the end.” 

The “end” being raising up the Cup in victory. 

There’s also this to consider: In beating the Florida Panthers 
in six games in the opening round, Vasilevskiy was on the 
ice for 364 minutes. Nedeljkovic, in six games against the 
Predators, played 433 minutes, although he did face fewer 
shots (206) than Vasilevskiy (226).  

Nedeljkovic, 25, has a simple approach to handling that kind 
of workload: Keep a clear head, focus on the next puck. 

“Rinse and repeat,” he said. “Keep doing the same thing over 
and over.”  

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said he no longer considered 
Nedeljkovic, who started 23 games in the regular season, a 
rookie after clinching the Nashville playoff series. Canes 
captain Jordan Staal feels much the same about the player 
known as “Ned” to his teammates, fans, family and friends. 

“He looked calm and comfortable and he’s got a lot of gamer 
attitude of making those big saves when you need them,” 
Staal said Saturday. “Obviously he has consistently played 
the puck really well for our D and our forwards and helped us 
break out a lot. He has just done a lot of the little things that 
help us win and the boys feel comfortable when he’s in net.” 

The Predators were impressed with Nedeljkovic’s puck-
handling ability, tying to keep him from being in position to 

play it as the series wore on. That’s a keep-away approach 
the Lightning could copy. 

Tripp Tracy, the Canes’ TV analyst and a former goalie, has 
watched Nedeljkovic develop from a second-round NHL draft 
pick to the American Hockey League to being the Canes 
starter in the playoffs. 

Tracy, in a recent interview, said he likes the way 
Nedeljkovic goes about his business, about his positive 
demeanor on the ice. He said Nedeljkovic has adopted an “I 
want to dominate” kind of mentality — “An alpha thing,” 
Tracy said — that all the really good goalies have.  

“That means he’s looking at any goalie in the league, though 
he’s not directly going against the goaltender at the other 
end, and believe he can absolutely be the guy who wins the 
goaltending dimension,” Tracy said. “And you absolutely 
have to have that self-belief. You’ve got to have that belief 
that you can be the difference. And Alex Nedeljkovic has 
those things.” 

Nedeljkovic allowed three goals in three games against the 
Lightning this season, shutting out Tampa Bay 4-0 on Feb. 
20. He was 2-1-0, all against Vasilevskiy, and won 4-1 in his 
last start against the Lightning on April 20 in Tampa.  

Nedeljkovic had a .922 save percentage against the 
Predators in the first round. Vasilevskiy closed at . 929 in his 
six games against Florida, allowing six goals in a Game 3 
loss but shutting out the Panthers 4-0 with 29 saves in Game 
6 to close out the series. 

Nedeljkovic said he watched some of Lightning-Panthers 
series, but only a little, saying, “Sometimes it’s good to get 
away from the rink a little bit, including watching other 
games. You just try to re-set and recharge and refocus.” 

Nedeljkovic goes into the second-round series realizing there 
will be good times and bad, respectful of the firepower of a 
Tampa Bay lineup that now has winger Nikita Kucherov back 
in it. Kucherov’s 11 playoff points lead the NHL. 

But playoff pressure? 

“It’s really no different than any other position that I’ve been 
in,” Nedeljkovic said “There’s obviously more people in the 
buildings now, so it’s a bigger audience, and more cameras 
in your face. You’ve got to stay as even keel as possible. 
Ride the highs and try to get out of the lows as quick as you 
can, because they’re going to be there. It’s trying to avoid 
them as best you can and try to keep them as small as you 
can.” 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Tampa Bay Lightning 

What: Game 1, Stanley Cup playoff series 

When: Sunday. 5 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

TV: NBCSN

 

Here’s when the Hurricanes vs. Lightning NHL playoff series games are, and how to watch  
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By Chip Alexander  

We know a little bit more of the Canes’ playoff schedule after 
the NHL finally released a few more dates and times 
following Game 6 of the Toronto-Montreal series late 
Saturday night. 

This we already knew: The Carolina Hurricanes host the 
Tampa Bay Lightning on Sunday at 5 p.m. in Game 1 of their 
second-round Stanley Cup playoff series at PNC Arena. The 
NHL announced that much Friday. 

The latest information from the NHL confirms what many had 
presumed, that for the first four games, the Hurricanes and 
Lightning will play on alternating days. 

Game 2 also will be played at PNC Arena, on Tuesday, June 
1, at 7:30 p.m., televised on NBCSN . 

The series will shift to Amalie Arena in Tampa, Florida, for 
Games 3 and 4. Game 3 is slated for Thursday, June 3, at 8 
p.m. on USA Network, with Game 4 in Tampa on Saturday, 
June 5, at 4 p.m., also on USA. 

We also know that a potential Game 5 would be Tuesday, 
June 8, in Raleigh; Game 6 would be Thursday, June 10, in 
Tampa; and Game 7 would be on Saturday, June 12 back in 
Raleigh. The “if necessary” games have yet to be assigned a 
time, according to the NHL. 

The Canes, who won the Central Division, have the home-
ice advantage in the series against Tampa Bay, the 2020 
Stanley Cup champion. The Canes announced Saturday that 
the attendance capacity for Games 1 and 2 would 16,299, an 
increase from the 12,000 capacity at home games in the first 
round against Nashville. 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell on 
Friday did not rule out having a full building should the Canes 
continue to advance in the playoffs. 

“It’s going to be another expense if we want to take that next 
step,” Waddell said. “But forget about the expense. If we can 
do it we’re going to do it because having the building full is 

very exciting not only for the fans but more importantly the 
players.” 

Waddell, in looking as the financial aspects of being in the 
playoffs, said there is not as big a gain as many might 
believe because of the costs involved. “Where you do benefit 
from the playoffs, and we saw it a couple of years ago, is the 
season-ticket bump we got the following year,” he added. 

The Lightning closed out the Florida Panthers is six games, 
taking a 4-0 victory in Game 6 on Wednesday. The Canes 
then followed with a 4-3 overtime win Thursday to clinch their 
first-round series with the Nashville Predators in six games. 

In sizing up the matchup against the Lightning, Waddell said, 
“You’ve got to try to stay out of the penalty box. I think 
they’re running about 40 percent on their power play, which 
is remarkable. The five guys they can put out there to run the 
power play is pretty darn good, maybe the best.  

“Both teams skate very well. I think there will be a good flow 
to the games. Obviously their goaltending is outstanding. For 
us, we’ve got to be ready to play. If we are, it’s going to be a 
helluva series.” 

The Canes were 4-3-1 against the Lightning in the regular 
season, going 3-1-0 at home. Rookie goalie Alex Nedeljkovic 
was 2-1-0 against Tampa Bay, with a 1.02 goals-against 
average and .962 save percentage. 

Nedeljkovic started all six playoff games and had 24 saves 
Thursday in the clincher. 

“He doesn’t look like a rookie,”Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said after the game. “He was solid and that’s 
what you have to have at this time of year.” 

Brind’Amour expressed pride in his team after the six-game 
series with the Predators, noting their resilience and ability to 
overcome adversity. 

“They take a lot of pride in how they play and how they 
represent each other and our organization,” he said. “You 
can see it. I think they also are hungry. They’re hungry and 
they want to win. They know that it takes a lot to win.”
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Scouting the series: Breaking down Lightning vs. Hurricanes with Sara Civian and Joe 
Smith 

By Sara Civian and Joe Smith 

Dear Hurricanes and Lightning fans, we hope you aren’t sick 
of each other quite yet. After an eight-game regular-season 
series that was as playoff-y as it gets, Tampa Bay and 
Carolina will face off in the second round of the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

The first-ever postseason meeting between these teams is 
expected to be fast-paced and fun. Their regular-season 
meetings ended up pretty much even — both teams had a 4-
3-1 record, and the Canes had the slightest edge in goals 
(18-17). 

The Lightning gave rookie goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic his 
first career NHL shutout and gave the Canes reason to keep 
riding him into the playoffs, and Vezina winner Andrei 
Vasilevskiy needs no introduction. 

Let Lightning writer Joe Smith and Hurricanes writer Sara 
Civian ease you into this matchup before things get wild. 
Knowing these two teams, that’ll happen fast. 

Tackling the top lines 

Smith: The Lightning top line of Ondrej Palat–Brayden Point–
Nikita Kucherov was dominant in last year’s run to the Cup 
and picked up where it left off to open the playoffs. Kucherov, 
who missed the entire regular season after late December, 
set a record with 11 points in a playoff series against the 
Panthers (seven on the power play). Kucherov said it took a 
couple of games to get acclimated to the speed and then, “I 
felt like I would during the regular season,” he said. “So far 
so good.” 

Sara, how do you see the Canes attacking this trio? A lot of 
Dougie Hamilton? I assume now that Jaccob Slavin is back, 
he could play a big role in this. As one NHL scout told me, 
“Slavin is one of the most underrated defensemen in the 
league. He’s a big, big piece of the puzzle.” 

Civian: Yeah, if the last few games of Round 1 were any 
indication, Slavin’s return will be absolutely essential in the 
Hurricanes’ attempt to contain the Lightning’s top line. He’s 
got three assists in his three games played, and each has 
been a game-breaking moment. 

More than that, he is one of the best defenders of the slot in 
the entire league. The Canes were sorely missing that in 
both of their losses to the Predators. Slavin is the puzzle 
piece that allows the rest of the defense to fall into place, 
especially his defensive partner, Hamilton. It’s not like 
Hamilton was terrible without Slavin — he tied for the team 
lead in shots — but the difference on the defensive side of 
things is palpable. And that’ll be crucial against one of the 
most offensively talented lines in the NHL. 

“(Kucherov) is the X-factor there,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “He’s one of the most talented players, 
and he’s probably the freshest guy in the league. When you 

add in both factors, that doesn’t bode well, but that’s part of 
it. That’s a huge weapon for them that they haven’t had, and 
it’s something we’re going to have to be aware of.” 

The even-strength matchups will be intriguing, but like you 
said, seven of Kucherov’s 11 points (!) have come on the 
power play. I bet special teams will be the real spectacle of 
the series. 

The Hurricanes’ top line has been nothing to scoff at, either. 
Sebastian Aho’s got five goals and seven points in six 
games. That consistency has been huge for the Canes. 

How do you think the Canes’ top dogs fare against the 
Lightning? 

Smith: I think the Lightning will have a heck of a challenge 
with Carolina’s top line led by Aho. The Cup champs were 
able to advance past Florida partly because they were able 
to contain Sasha Barkov, at least in five-on-five situations, 
where the Finnish superstar had just three points. I asked 
coach Jon Cooper how the Aho and Barkov lines compared, 
and he felt the two Fins have a lot more in common, other 
than their size. 

“They’ve got world-class sticks, and they can see the ice,” 
Cooper said. “They play in similar spots on the power play. 
Both kill penalties, both from the same country. There’s a lot 
to like about both of those players, and they seem to do big 
things for their teams at big times. He’s just another guy we’ll 
have to contain if we’re going to have any chance in this 
series because he’s a really important player.” 

Cooper said he’s not a “hard match” guy, with the most 
important thing getting the right D-pair on the ice against 
other team’s top players. In that sense, I think you’ll see a lot 
of Ryan McDonagh-Erik Cernak pair against the Aho line. 
They played a ton against the Barkov line and held their own 
with McDonagh playing at an extremely high level. “He was a 
stud,” Cooper said. “McDonagh falls behind (Victor) Hedman 
and (Mikhail) Sergachev when it comes to people talking 
about their defenseman,” an NHL scout said. “But he’s rock 
solid.” 

The power play vs. ‘power’ kill 

Smith: I thought it was fitting that Canes GM Don Waddell 
brought up in his news conference Friday how one thing he 
learned from the first round is that they have to stay out of 
the box against the Lightning. 

Tampa Bay’s power play has been dominant and a key 
difference-maker in the Panthers series with the Lightning 
scoring eight goals (on 40 percent efficiency). Shayna 
Goldman and I did a pretty comprehensive breakdown on the 
Tampa Bay power play and why it’s so dynamic. 

But I also know you and Shayna did a similar piece on how 
the Canes “power kill” has been the answer to most power 
plays with their aggressive style. Carolina will want to take 
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far fewer than the 32 penalties they had against Nashville, 
but there’s reason to believe the Canes have the kind of PK 
unit that can at least slow down Tampa Bay. 

“They have in the past,” Lightning color analyst Brian 
Engblom said. “The Lightning are going to have to zip the 
puck around really fast. It’ll be more predetermined where, 
‘I’m going here even before I get it.’ If you bobble the puck, 
just know you’re going to be in trouble and you better have 
support, especially on the half wall. The (Canes) have really 
good instincts and read off each other, it’s not just one guy 
putting on pressure, it’s everyone. It’s a sequence every bit 
as much as the Lightning power play is a sequence. This is 
where retrievals will be extremely important.” 

Sara, how do you think the Canes will approach Tampa’s 
PP? 

Civian: Yeah, Waddell spoke no lies. 

“As we know, they’re a great hockey team,” he said. “They 
won the Stanley Cup last year, not by mistake. They’re a 
very good hockey team. The one thing, certainly, to watch 
from the first round is you’ve got to try and stay out of the 
penalty box. You know you’re going to take some penalties, 
but they’ve got to be good penalties because I think they’re 
running somewhere around 40 percent on their power play, 
which is remarkable. The five guys they put out there to run 
the power play is pretty darn good in the league, probably 
the best. So discipline and we’ve had great games with them 
this year.” 

The power kill is an excellent tool to have in your arsenal, but 
the catch is you don’t want to have to use it, and the Canes 
were pushing their luck when Nashville started to cash in 
after Game 2. The margin of error increases every minute 
you’re out there down a man. 

That said, penalty-kill situations are inevitable over the 
course of a seven-game series, and the Canes are lucky 
they have such a killer PK going against an opponent like 
this. 

The best way to describe it? The Canes had more chances 
short-handed than the Predators did on their power play in 
Game 2. As Goldman and I went over, the Canes’ offensive 
aggressiveness short-handed is just an extension of their 
forecheck — and deploying Aho, Martin Necas and Teuvo 
Teravainen along with defensive juggernauts like Jordan 
Staal, Brett Pesce and Slavin. 

Slavin’s return is huge — the Canes put up that Game 2 
performance without him, their No. 2 guy in short-handed 
time on ice. 

The X-factor (4-wheel-drive) lines 

Smith: Barclay Goodrow returned for the Lightning at the end 
of the Panthers series and you could tell the difference he 
made. It wasn’t just the five hits or throwing Owen Tippett 
into his own bench. 

It reunited the Yanni Gourde line that played a pivotal role in 
the Cup run. Goodrow, Gourde and Blake Coleman not only 
started many periods and shut down other teams’ top 
players, but they also scored key goals. 

“You can’t have all Ferraris,” Cooper said. “Sometimes you 
need a good old-fashioned four-wheel-drive Jeep to get you 
through the mud. And that’s what Barclay Goodrow can do 
for you.” 

I’d imagine the Canes four-wheel-drive line has to be the 
Staal one? One NHL scout told me he thought Staal “might 
have played the best hockey of his career.” 

Sara, what got into Staal this year — there a time machine 
anywhere? — and how much of an impact do you think he 
and his line can have in this series? 

Civian: I think Hurricanes commentator Tripp Tracy, cousin 
of Ford’s CEO, would prefer a comparison to trucks, but 
whatever analogy you pick, the captain has arguably been 
the MVP of this team. That doesn’t mean he’s been the most 
skilled or put up the most points, but he’s overcome 
adversity, plays hard minutes against the toughest matchups 
and doesn’t make excuses. 

I think it’s been crucial for a young, skilled team to have 
someone like Staal to look up to. If you ask them, though, 
he’s doing exactly what he’s always done. 

“It’s awesome,” Slavin told me after Game 5, when I asked 
him what it’s like to be captained by Staal. “You see the 
emotion he had there at the end. He doesn’t always show it, 
but that’s the emotion he puts into every single thing he 
does. He’s a great leader on and off the ice. He’s a beast on 
the ice. Off the ice, he’s just a great guy. He’s a great leader, 
a great teammate. He’s willing to do whatever it takes. I’m 
thankful I don’t have to play against him down low in the 
corners. I’m thankful he’s on our side.” 

They do have to admit the points are coming easier for Staal 
than they have in years this season, and he’s been keeping it 
up in the playoffs. He’s second on the Canes with four goals 
and five points in six games. 

These guys always make a difference during the playoffs, 
right? You’ve got Staal, but he’s the captain for a reason. I’d 
point to Brock McGinn as a Goodrow type for the Canes right 
now. 

He keeps scoring on the road in tough situations, and he’s 
just a textbook “gamer.” You’ll remember he scored the 
Game 7 double-overtime goal that lifted the Canes past the 
Capitals two seasons ago. 

I keep telling Brind’Amour that McGinn is starting to remind 
me of him, and he keeps smiling. 

Which alpha defenseman plays better? 

Smith: We’re not supposed to disclose our NHL Awards 
ballots before they’re announced in July. 

But I don’t think it’s a major spoiler alert that two of my top 
five for the Norris Trophy are in this series: Hedman and 
Hamilton. 

You may not agree where I put either of them, but the fact is 
both are major play-drivers for their teams and will be key 
factors in this series. Hedman, a Norris Trophy finalist every 
year since the Great Depression, is apparently dealing with 
an injury, perhaps stemming from his awkward crash into the 
boards against Columbus on March 30. 
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Still, as Hedman goes, often go the Lightning, and he 
seemed to get better as the Panthers series went on, 
including his best game in Game 6. Hedman talked about the 
“lull” in his play later in the season, but I wouldn’t put it past 
the Conn Smythe winner in rebounding on this run. 

Here’s how one NHL scout saw Hedman’s season. 

“There’s been a lot of chatter about an injury with Hedman,” 
the scout said. “I don’t know what it is — upper body, lower 
body, mid body, but I think it’s gone on for a while. His first 
half of the season, it had Norris Trophy written all over it — it 
wasn’t even close for me. He was heads and tails above 
anything that I had seen. But at some point, something 
happened there and I think his game suffered. Skating-wise, 
in the first half of the season, he was up the ice all the time. 
And I didn’t see that in the second half.” 

Meanwhile, the Hurricanes have an alpha defenseman of 
their own in Hamilton, who scored the score-tying goal in 
their series clincher against the Predators in Game 6. 

“You have to be aware of Hamilton,” Engblom said. “There’s 
a lot of similarities with ‘Heddy,’ even size-wise. You’re going 
to have to be aware of him jumping into the play, getting up 
in the rush. He’s sneaky good at moving in. He’s got great 
hands. You have to be able to control his movement and his 
ability to fire the puck on the power play.” 

Sara, are we finally starting to see Hamilton appreciated 
leaguewide? And how do the Canes use him the best? 

Civian: Yeah, for me Hedman is so good that I’ve been 
critical of him this season because I’m comparing HIM to 
HIMSELF, not him to the rest of the league. He’s remained 
elite compared to basically everyone except himself at his 
best. It makes sense if he has been dealing with an injury, 
but the way he’s managed to play on and elevate his game 
throughout the playoffs has been scary for his opponents. 

To answer your question, I don’t know if we’ll ever see 
Hamilton appreciated leaguewide. Something about him 
makes people lose their minds — it’s like he’s only allowed to 
either be the best player to ever live or the worst. 

Joe, I really don’t get it. I think he is well above average in all 
facets and an elite scorer. Slavin is so good defensively that 
it has an impact on Hamilton when he’s out, but that’s not 
Hamilton’s fault. 

Either way, he’s at his best when he’s scoring goals, has the 
support of the coaching staff and playing next to Slavin. 
Once he breaks through, it’s tough to stop and that should 
scare the Lightning a bit because he finally connected for his 
first goal of the playoffs in Game 6. 

Who can dictate the pace? 

Smith: Cooper has talked a lot about how the Canes are like 
a fast-break basketball team, able to do man-to-man 
pressure all the way up the ice. They’re one of the best 
forechecking teams in the league, too, so there should be 
incredible pace to this series. 

A key to me will be who will manage the puck better as 
turnovers can quickly turn into transition and goals. Steven 
Stamkos pointed to the template for their game plan is how 

they performed in a Game 6 win over the Panthers, a very 
“clinical” and championship-like execution in all areas. 

“The Lightning are going to have to be really effective in their 
own zone and move the puck quickly,” Engblom said. “Just 
trying to relieve pressure when you need to even if it’s an 
icing. They can put pressure on the forecheck in the neutral 
zone and that’s part of their transition game. They all 
forecheck, all five guys are active, and every line, there’s no 
dropoff. Brind’Amour has them all going 100 miles per hour. I 
think the Lightning have to play by the clock and the score 
when they’re going to make the safe play quickly. Sometimes 
you have to live to fight another day.” 

Sara, I really think this is going to be an even series and has 
the potential to go seven games. And, for me, I feel the 
Lightning have the slight edge because of their experience 
and goaltending. We saw it in the Florida series where the 
Panthers used three goalies, including rookie Spencer 
Knight. Vasilevskiy, who could win his second Vezina 
Trophy, saved his best for the final game, a 4-0 shutout in 
Game 6. 

Do you feel “Ned” can match Vasilevskiy in a long series? 

Civian: Oh, yeah, no matter what happens this series is 
guaranteed to be electric. Both teams have that basketball 
game pace to them. 

To Cooper’s point, the man-to-man analogy is exactly what 
makes the power kill work. These guys are not afraid to 
implement a little full-court press — maybe thank Hamilton’s 
mom, who is an Olympic medalist in basketball. 

The penalty kill is a microcosm of their whole game — a 
game of applying pressure. 

“The way I like to play PK is puck pressure, and sometimes 
there’s chances, and it doesn’t matter — if it’s PP, PK, five-
on-five, if there’s a breakaway chance I’m going for it. It 
happens,” Aho said. “It’s not something I’m thinking about 
when I’m out there, that I’ve got to get the breakaway on the 
PK. It’s from the puck pressure, and sometimes you get a 
little lucky bounce.” 

You’re not going to be able to take these risks without a good 
goalie, point-blank. I’m not going to sit here and tell you 
promising rookie Nedeljkovic has the repertoire of Vezina 
Trophy winner and all-around beast Vasilevskiy, but I’ll let 
him explain why he’s been able to stay so calm and at times 
play like he’s been there before. 

“Once I got a few games after my first action in almost a 
year, once you kind of figure it out, I got into the right mental 
space,” he said. “I’d tell myself, ‘It’s just another game. 
You’ve been doing this your whole life. It’s nothing new, 
really. You’re just playing against better players. But you 
gotta believe in yourself that you’re good enough to be here, 
you’re good enough to make the saves and play at a high 
level.'” 

He’s been pretty good in his first taste of the NHL playoffs — 
especially without Slavin. I’m really curious to see if he can 
match Vasilevskiy, but I don’t think that’s how the Canes 
should be looking at it. 
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If they’re going to win against a weathered and dynamic 
team like the Lightning, they have to play like they have 
David Ayres in net. 

When is Game 2? 

Smith and Civian: If you hear anything, please let us know.

 

 

 

Game 1 Preview: Lightning vs. Hurricanes 

Canes host defending champs to begin Second Round 

By Michael Smith 

The Central Division champion Carolina Hurricanes open 
their Second Round series against the defending Stanley 
Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Game 1 

(3) Tampa Bay Lightning (36-17-3, 75 points) vs. (1) Carolina 
Hurricanes (36-12-8, 80 points) 

Sunday, May 30, 5 p.m. 

Watch: NBCSN 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

Numbers to Know 

5: Sebastian Aho scored two goals, including the deciding 
goal in overtime, in Game 6 of the First Round. Aho finished 
the series with five goals, ranking tied for most in a single 
series in franchise history. 

3-0: The Canes were 3-0 in the First Round with Jaccob 
Slavin in the lineup and just 1-2 without him. 

18: Cedric Paquette won the Stanley Cup with the Lightning 
in 2020. He missed the last six games of the regular season 
with a lower-body injury and did not play in the First Round, 
though he was available. Will he see game action against his 
former team? If so, it won't be because of that sole reason. 

"You want to get him in because I know he's effective, but to 
your point, who are you taking out? At this point, we're 

playing pretty well, and I like how the group is going," head 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "There's a good chance he'll 
get in here. With the way things go, very rarely do you get 
through a whole couple series without guys getting nicked 
up. He's ready to go if we need him." 

The Opposition 

On the road (regular season): 15-10-3 
CAR vs. TB: 4-3-1 
Leading scorer (regular season): Brayden Point, 48 points 
(23g, 25a) in 56 games 
Leading scorer (playoffs): Nikita Kucherov, 11 points (3g, 8a) 
in 6 games 

The Lightning claimed the first-ever Battle of Florida, 
eliminating the Panthers in six games in the First Round. The 
return of Nikita Kucherov bolstered Tampa Bay's already 
prolific offense. The Russian winger, who missed the entirety 
of the regular season, led the NHL in First Round scoring 
with 11 points (3g, 8a) in six games. 

The Season Series 

Both the Canes and Lightning finished with a 4-3-1 record in 
the eight-game season series between the old Southeast 
Division rivals. The Canes held a slight 18-17 in goals and a 
2-1 advantage in shutouts. 

"We know they're a great team. There are zero weaknesses. 
You don't win a Stanley Cup without being the best at 
everything," Brind'Amour said. "We know it's a big challenge, 
but we're ready for it.

" 
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Kucherov’s return could jolt Lightning-Hurricanes series 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Tampa Bay Lightning have 
followed a Stanley Cup title run by winning a playoff series 
while getting one of their top players into the lineup. 

It’s just one of the reasons why Rod Brind’Amour knows his 
Carolina Hurricanes face a major challenge entering the 
second round, even with home-ice advantage as Central 
Division champions. 

“There’s zero weaknesses,” Brind’Amour said. “You don’t win 
a Stanley Cup without being the best at everything. And they 
got it all covered off.” 

When the best-of-seven series opens Sunday, both the 
Hurricanes and the Lightning will be coming off a six-game 
first-round series. The Lightning beat Florida while weaving 
star Nikita Kucherov back into the lineup after he had missed 
the regular season because of hip surgery in late December. 

The 27-year-old winger, who started skating in March, was 
the 2019 season MVP and the 2020 postseason leading 
scorer in last year’s Cup run. He was sharp right away with 
three goals and eight assists in the Florida series. 

“It took a few games for me to adjust to the speed and 
physically adjust to the game,” Kucherov said. But after two 
games I felt normal.” 

Kucherov’s presence will offer a major change from the eight 
regular-season meetings, with Brind’Amour calling Kucherov 
“probably the freshest guy in the league.”  

“It’s one thing one thing to watch it on tape,” captain Steven 
Stamkos said. “It’s another to go out there and execute to 
stop it.” 

The Hurricanes, too, have their own addition in top-line 
winger Teuvo Teravainen, who didn’t play in those games 
while being sidelined for significant time in an injury-hit 
regular season. The teams split those eight divisional 
meetings.  

“We haven’t seen Teravainen on their team … so you’re 
getting slightly different looks,” Tampa Bay coach Jon 
Cooper said. 

GOALIE MATCHUP 

Tampa Bay’s Andrei Vasilevskiy is coming off his second 
career playoff shutout and has won eight of his last 11 
postseason starts.  

Carolina has leaned on rookie Alex Nedeljkovic, who got the 
start in all six games against Nashville and was sharp – at 
times, spectacular – during that series. 

“He’s got nothing to do with what I do in the middle of a 
game and vice versa, what I do has no effect on what he 
should be doing,” Nedeljkovic said of finding motivation 
based on a goaltender matchup. “At least that’s what you try 
to tell yourself. … You’ve just got to worry about yourself.” 

GOODROW’S RETURN 

In addition to Kucherov, the Lightning also got gritty winger 
Barclay Goodrow back after he missed the first five games of 
the Florida series because of injury. 

“He’s really hard to play against,” Cooper said. “Every team, 
you can’t have all Ferraris. Sometimes you need a good, old-
fashioned four-wheel drive Jeep, and that’s to get you 
through the mud and that’s what Barclay Goodrow can do for 
you.” 

HURRICANES’ HEALTH 

The health of Carolina top defenseman Jaccob Slavin will be 
worth watching.  

Slavin played in Game 1 despite a lower-body injury, then 
missed the next three games before returning for Games 5 
and 6. He assisted on Carolina’s tying goal in the third period 
and on the overtime winner – very nearly scoring it himself — 
in Game 6 against the Predators to clinch the series. 

Slavin said Thursday he felt good and the decision to miss 
games and get time to heal was the right one. 

Carolina winger Nino Niederreiter left Saturday’s practice 
early, though Brind’Amour said he didn’t think it is a major 
concern.  

FULLER HOUSE 

The Hurricanes’ rowdy home crowd will be even bigger. 

The team had announced that the NHL had granted approval 
for PNC Arena to host an increased capacity. That came 
after the arena installed a 500-ton chiller to increase air flow 
while ensuring integrity of the ice despite the rising 
temperatures outside. 

The team said Saturday the capacity will be 16,299 for 
Games 1 and 2, up from about 12,000 for the Nashville 
series. 

TOPPING THE CHAMPS 

This will mark the second time in their three-year playoff run 
that the Hurricanes have played the reigning Stanley Cup 
champion. The Hurricanes won the other, beating 
Washington in Game 7 of a 2019 first-round series on Brock 
McGinn’s double-overtime winner.
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2021 NHL playoff bracket preview: Second-round matchups, series picks 

By Emily Kaplan and Greg Wyshynski 

The first round of the 2021 Stanley Cup playoffs was a 
wonderful appetizer to the remaining courses, the first of 
which begins on Saturday with the Boston Bruins hosting the 
New York Islanders at 8 p.m. ET. 

As a reminder, this season's first and second rounds are 
intradivisional. Once the postseason division champs are 
crowned, the final four teams will be rebracketed based on 
their regular-season records, with No. 1 taking on No. 4 and 
No. 2 facing No. 3. The winners of those series will square 
off in the Stanley Cup Final. 

How will the matchups play out? Let's take an in-depth look 
at each second-round matchup and make our picks for which 
teams will advance. 

Note: Emily Kaplan previewed the East and Central, while 
Greg Wyshynski handled the West (and will also preview the 
North, once that series is set). Advanced stats are from 
Hockey Reference, Natural Stat Trick and Evolving Hockey. 

East Division 

No. 3 Boston Bruins vs. No. 4 New York Islanders 

Regular-season series: Islanders 5-3 

First line: Mathew Barzal and Jordan Eberle are the 
constants on New York's top line, and against the Penguins, 
their most regular linemate was Leo Komarov. The trio 
wasn't that productive, accounting for only two goals (both by 
Eberle) and a 39.98% expected goals for percentage, per 
Natural Stat Trick. 

Depending on whom you ask, Boston has the top line in the 
league (and no reasonable hockey person would rate them 
lower than second; they're literally called the Perfection 
Line). With Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David 
Pastrnak, you know what you're going to get: dominance. 
The trio accounted for eight goals against the Capitals and 
posted a 72.30% expected goals for percentage, plus a 14-5 
edge in high-danger chances while on the ice; both stats 
show just how much they drove play. Advantage: Boston 

Forward depth: For a chunk of the regular season, depth 
scoring was a huge concern for Boston. It's not that Taylor 
Hall came to town and fixed all of the woes, but his arrival did 
coincide with a massive turnaround. Hall, Craig Smith and 
David Krejci have been terrific on the second line, but there's 
some inconsistency behind them, especially with third-line 
center Charlie Coyle having a down year. 

The Islanders have a more balanced forward group, with 
their second line of Josh Bailey, Anthony Beauvillier and 
Brock Nelson popping off for eight goals in six games against 
the Penguins. Jean-Gabriel Pageau centers the third line, 
which features trade deadline acquisition Kyle Palmieri, who 
had just two goals and four points in 17 games with New 

York in the regular season but three goals in six games 
against the Pens. New York has a much more defined and 
experienced checking fourth line. Advantage: Tie 

Defense: When you talk about the Islanders and defense, it's 
not just their defensemen. The entire team backchecks well 
and plays a sound, structured game. The top pairing of 
Adam Pelech and Ryan Pulock is strong, but behind them 
there's been some shuffling, especially when Nick Leddy and 
Scott Mayfield struggled at times against the Pens. Bruins 
blueliner Charlie McAvoy is the best overall defenseman in 
this series, and he mans the top pairing with Matt Grzelcyk. 
Not enough is being said about how good Mike Reilly (a 
trade deadline acquisition from Ottawa) has been on the 
second pairing with Brandon Carlo. There's a decent drop-off 
to Boston's third pairing. Advantage: Tie 

Goaltending: Tuukka Rask is the veteran who has been here 
before. In 2020, he was a finalist for the Vezina Trophy, and 
he put up solid numbers in 2021. That's not to mention his 
.941 save percentage against the Caps, and most important, 
his 98 games of playoff experience. The Islanders are riding 
a hot rookie in Ilya Sorokin, who posted four wins in four 
starts and a .943 save percentage against Pittsburgh. 
Sorokin is not your typical rookie. He's 25 and has several 
years of professional experience in the KHL, including being 
named 2019 KHL playoff MVP after a 16-4-0 run with a 1.19 
GAA, .947 save percentage and five shutouts. He also has 
experience in world championships and has an Olympic 
appearance. If Sorokin falters, the Islanders can always fall 
back on trusted veteran Semyon Varlamov. But Rask gets 
the edge. Advantage: Boston 

Coaching: New York's Barry Trotz is just three years 
removed from winning the Stanley Cup in Washington. His 
players all buy into his defensive structure -- which can be 
demanding -- and they're always well prepared. They have a 
strong team identity. Bruce Cassidy has seen a lot of 
success in Boston and coached the Bruins to success this 
season despite many expecting a drop-off after a bit of roster 
turnover. Advantage: New York 

Health: The one thing the Bruins have going for them is time. 
They wrapped up their series with the Capitals on Sunday, 
giving them nearly a full week of rest. They're more banged 
up than New York is, though it's mostly with depth 
defensemen. Ondrej Kase has been shut down for the rest of 
the season. Jeremy Lauzon sounds close to returning, with 
Jakub Zboril right behind him. Kevan Miller still isn't skating 
yet. For New York, Oliver Wahlstrom was held out of New 
York's Game 6 with an injury, so he's one to monitor. 
Advantage: New York 

Special teams: The Bruins' power play looked sharp against 
Washington, scoring on 5 of 19 opportunities (26.3%). New 
York was less successful, scoring on 3 of 16 chances 
(18.8%). The Bruins spent nearly twice as much time short-
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handed per game as New York did in the first round, but 
Boston's penalty kill did well, allowing only three goals on 21 
opportunities against what's usually a very potent Caps 
power play. New York also allowed three power-play goals 
but on 12 opportunities. Advantage: Boston 

Series pick: Bruins in seven. Expect a heavy, tightly 
contested series. The Islanders made it to the Eastern 
Conference finals in 2020; the Bruins made it the year before 
(and advanced to the Stanley Cup Final). Ultimately, Boston 
has higher-end skill players, which will carry it through. 

Central Division 

No. 1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. No. 3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

Regular-season series: Tied 4-4 

First line: Carolina's Teuvo Teravainen was sidelined for 35 
games this season while recovering from a concussion. He 
returned for the final eight games of the regular season and 
has been reunited with Andrei Svechnikov and Sebastian 
Aho in the playoffs, forming one of the best, most dynamic 
young lines in the league. Against the Predators, where they 
played mostly together, the line posted a 63.13% expected 
goals for percentage at 5-on-5, per Natural Stat Trick. They 
also scored seven goals, including Aho's two in the Game 6 
overtime clincher. The Lightning, however, trot out a world-
class duo in Brayden Point and Nikita Kucherov. They are 
most often flanked by Ondrej Palat, who complements them 
well. Against Florida, the trio posted a 53.38% expected 
goals for percentage at 5-on-5 and scored nine goals. 
Advantage: Tie 

Forward depth: This is where Tampa Bay separates itself 
from most teams, as GM Julien BriseBois (and his 
predecessor, Steve Yzerman) built one of the deepest teams 
in the league. Tampa's second line of Anthony Cirelli, Alex 
Killorn and Steven Stamkos put up nine goals against 
Florida, while Yanni Gourde is as good of a third-line center 
as you will find. There's also grit and physicality throughout 
the forward group; Tampa Bay believes adding that 
"sandpaper" is why it broke through for the Cup last year. 
Plus, the Lightning have a cadre of players (Gemel Smith, 
Alex Barre-Boulet, Ross Colton) who can step in when 
needed. The Hurricanes' forward depth is nearly as good, 
just not quite on Tampa Bay's level. They also play with jam, 
and they have a trio of middle-six forwards (Martin Necas, 
Vincent Trocheck, Jordan Staal) with the capacity to do 
some damage offensively. Advantage: Tampa Bay 

Defense: The Hurricanes' Jaccob Slavin is nursing an 
ailment that kept him out for Games 2-4 in the first round. He 
has returned, and while he's playing through the pain, he's 
looking quite effective on the top pairing with Dougie 
Hamilton, forming one of the top duos in the league. There 
are few flaws with Carolina's blue-line group. They're mobile, 
they're physical, they get pucks on net (Hamilton and Brett 
Pesce alone accounted for 49 shots in the first-round series). 
Tampa Bay has the league's top defenseman in Victor 
Hedman, though toward the end of the season it became 
apparent that he's playing through an injury, and word is that 
he's putting off surgery until the offseason. Hedman is 
soldiering through, and the left side is quite strong overall, as 
he is flanked by Ryan McDonagh and Mikhail Sergachev on 
the depth chart. The right side is a little less so, especially if 

Erik Cernak -- who left Game 6 with an injury -- isn't 100 
percent. Advantage: Carolina 

Goaltending: The Canes went into the series against the 
Predators knowing they would use either Petr Mrazek or Alex 
Nedeljkovic. Carolina turned to the rookie, Nedeljkovic, in 
Game 1 and hasn't looked back since. He's been steady, 
posting a .922 save percentage. But let's be honest, he's no 
Andrei Vasilevskiy. Vasilevskiy is the most consistently elite 
goaltender in the NHL today. Though he allowed four or 
more goals twice in the Florida series, Vasilevskiy was facing 
a ton of high-danger shots. He still ended the series with a 
.929 save percentage, and he enters this series coming off a 
29-save shutout in the Game 6 clincher. Advantage: Tampa 
Bay 

Coaching: Rod Brind'Amour has his team playing all out just 
about all the time (which is pretty much his identity as a 
coach, too). The Canes don't give other teams much time or 
space. But it's hard to discount Jon Cooper, who is the 
reigning Stanley Cup-winning coach. Both coaches have 
well-prepared teams and depth players ready to step up at a 
moment's notice. Advantage: Tie 

Health: Both teams are a little banged up and will be 
managing injuries throughout the series. The biggest two 
injuries are to Slavin and Hedman, though they're both 
playing through it. As of now, no key players are ruled out. 
Advantage: Tie 

Special teams: When it's clicking, the Lightning's power play 
is downright dangerous. Tampa Bay connected for eight 
goals on 20 opportunities (40%) against Florida. Carolina 
scored four goals in 19 opportunities (21.1%) against 
Nashville, and the power play was a point of frustration in 
that series (as well as a general lack of calls). Carolina's 
penalty kill (88.5% in the first round) can be dynamite, so 
anytime the Lightning are on a man advantage, that's a 
matchup we'll be giving close attention. Advantage: Tampa 
Bay 

Series pick: Lightning in seven. This one could be razor-thin. 
In the regular season, Tampa Bay scored 17 goals against 
Carolina. The Canes scored 18 goals against Tampa Bay. 
Expect physicality, and a ton of speed. Goaltending gives 
Tampa Bay the edge if this comes down to the wire (which it 
should). 

West Division 

No. 1 Colorado Avalanche vs. No. 2 Vegas Golden Knights 

Regular-season series: Tied 4-4, including one Avalanche 
victory in the game played at Lake Tahoe. 

First line: The Golden Knights' top line was reunited in Game 
7 against Minnesota, as Max Pacioretty returned from injury 
to rejoin center Chandler Stephenson and right wing Mark 
Stone. The trio had a 57.9% expected goals percentage at 5-
on-5 in the regular season. Pacioretty had 24 goals in 48 
games, and Stone remains one of the best two-way forwards 
in the NHL. 

The Avalanche have, for our money, the best line in the NHL 
in Nathan MacKinnon flanked by Gabriel Landeskog and 
Mikko Rantanen. They had an expected goals percentage of 
66% in the regular season, then continued their roll in the 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 30, 2021 

 

postseason as the team's three leading scorers. MacKinnon 
had nine points in four games against the St. Louis Blues, 
including a Game 2 hat trick. They top the Vegas line in 
expected goals for and against per 60 minutes. Advantage: 
Colorado 

Forward depth: The Knights' second line could easily be their 
first. Jonathan Marchessault, Reilly Smith and William 
Karlsson have been an effective trio since the franchise's 
inaugural season, playing with speed and tenacious 
forechecking. The line of Alex Tuch, Nicolas Roy and Mattias 
Janmark was a difference-maker in Game 7 with Janmark -- 
a trade-deadline acquisition this season -- scoring a hat trick. 
The fourth line with Ryan Reaves and William Carrier is a 
physical tone-setter. 

The Avalanche's forward depth will be impacted to start the 
series as center Nazem Kadri continues to serve an eight-
game suspension for an illegal check to the head of Blues 
defenseman Justin Faulk. Kadri has served two games of the 
suspension and has filed an appeal with NHL commissioner 
Gary Bettman. If Bettman upholds the suspension, Kadri can 
further appeal to a neutral arbitrator in the hopes of getting it 
reduced. With Kadri out, J.T. Compher moved up to play 
between wingers Andre Burakovsky and Joonas Donskoi. 
Tyson Jost centers Brandon Saad and Valeri Nichushkin. 
Pierre-Edouard Bellemare and Carl Soderberg anchor the 
fourth line. Rookie Alex Newhook, 20, is in the mix, and 
speedy rookie Sampo Ranta could also get a look soon. 
Advantage: Vegas 

Defense: The Golden Knights are blessed with two elite 
defensemen. Free-agent coup Alex Pietrangelo partners with 
veteran Alec Martinez. Shea Theodore, who had 42 points in 
53 games in the regular season, has partnered with Brayden 
McNabb; when McNabb joined the NHL's COVID-related 
absences list, Theodore played with Nick Holden. Vegas' 
third pairing of Nicolas Hague and Zach Whitecloud had a 
quietly outstanding season (58.9% expected goals 
percentage). 

Colorado's defensive corps doesn't have the experience that 
the Knights' group has, but it's dynamically talented. Cale 
Makar had three points in the first round after averaging a 
point per game in the regular season. His partner is Devon 
Toews, who plays steady defense while also contributing 
some offense (31 points). Samuel Girard was an analytics 
darling in the regular season, and he pairs well with Ryan 
Graves. The third pairing is Conor Timmins and Patrik 
Nemeth, who had a 61.1% expected goals percentage in the 

regular season. Bowen Byram, 19, is waiting in the wings. 
Advantage: Vegas 

Goaltending: It's Marc-Andre Fleury's team again. The 
Golden Knights' regular-season MVP, he posted a .931 save 
percentage and a 1.71 goals-against average in seven 
games against Minnesota -- including a shutout on the road 
in Game 4. Robin Lehner, the primary starter last postseason 
for Vegas, hasn't played since May 10. 

Colorado goalie Philipp Grubauer got plenty of help but had 
a stellar series against the Blues, posting a .936 save 
percentage with a 1.75 goals-against average. Vegas has 
the distinct advantage in goalie depth, however: The 
Avalanche have Devan Dubnyk (.886 save percentage, 3.26 
GAA) behind Grubauer. Advantage: Vegas 

Coaching: With the win over the Wild, Vegas coach Pete 
DeBoer improved to 6-0 in Game 7s. He's been behind the 
bench for deep runs in the playoffs and certainly loves the 
gamesmanship of the postseason. (Just try to get him to 
confirm a starting goaltender before puck drop.) 

Avalanche coach Jared Bednar is one of those coaches 
whose greatness is taken for granted because he stands 
behind the bench of a phenomenal team. After failing to 
make the playoffs in his first season, Bednar's Avalanche 
made the postseason in three straight seasons and had the 
best regular-season record (.661 points percentage) in that 
span. He juggles the lineup well and has the Avalanche 
playing a dominating puck possession game. Advantage: 
Vegas 

Health: Vegas defenseman McNabb has lingered on the 
NHL COVID list since the tail end of the season. The 
Avalanche have been without defenseman Erik Johnson and 
forward Matt Calvert since March. Goalie Pavel Francouz 
missed the season. Advantage: Vegas 

Special teams: The Golden Knights had the best penalty kill 
in the NHL this season (86.8%), and they were especially 
good against the Avalanche, killing 20 of 21 Colorado power 
plays. The Avalanche had the eighth-best power play 
(22.7%) and eighth-best penalty kill (83.1%) in the regular 
season. The Golden Knights struggled to 22nd in the NHL on 
the power play in the regular season (17.8%), but they had 
four power-play goals in 23 opportunities vs. the Wild. 
Advantage: Colorado 

Series pick: Avalanche in six. Kadri's absence is a concern, 
as is the disparity in deep playoff experience. But Colorado's 
puck possession game and the MacKinnon line will find ways 
to defeat a very good Golden Knights team.
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Breaking down Tampa Bay’s offense: Forwards and power 
play 

The Tampa Bay Lightning are one of the most balanced 
teams in the league, bad at nothing and good at everything, 
and that’s one of the main reasons why they are the 
defending Stanley Cup Champions. Let’s take a look at how 
their offense stacks up. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Tampa Bay Lightning boast one of the best forward 
groups in the entire league and it’s virtually the same exact 
group they had when they won the cup last season. 

It has talent, speed, grit, size and nastiness and it’s arguably 
one of the hardest groups to try and match up with due to its 
depth of talent. 

The Carolina Hurricanes will have their hands full trying to 
contain not only the Bolts’ lethal top line but the rest of the 
talent laden lineup too. 

TOP LINE 

Line 1 

Player Ondrej Palat Brayden Point Nikita Kucherov 

Rg. Season 15-31-46 23-25-48 /-/-/ 

Playoffs 2-1-3 4-2-6 3-8-11 

One of the best in the NHL, the Lightning’s top line contains 
two of the league’s best offensive players: Brayden Point, 
who is arguably a top10 center but just for some reason 
hasn’t gotten nearly the level of respect he deserves and 
Nikita Kucherov, the former 100+ point Hart trophy winner 
who seems to be perfectly healthy and ready to score even 
more goals after being the primary dismantler of the Florida 
Panthers. 

To top it off, you have Palat who has great chemistry with 
both of the other guys and is constantly a stealthy threat as 
most teams focus on the two bigger targets, which leaves 
Palat open to do his own damage. 

The line is fast, able to steal pucks and initiate an odd-man 
rush quickly and has the top tier talent to set up ridiculous 
passing plays and shots. 

The Canes will try to match up Jaccob Slavin against them 
whenever they can and will then try to utilize Brett Pesce and 
Brady Skjei to help contain them as well and will hope and 
pray that they can keep the third pair away from them. 

LINE 2 

Line 2 

Player Alex Killorn Anthony Cirelli Steven Stamkos 

Rg. Season 15-18-33 9-13-22 17-17-34 

Playoffs 4-4-8 2-2-4 3-5-8 

The Tampa Bay second line is a mashup of different talents 
that also works well as a secondary shutdown line centered 
by Anthony Cirelli, who at multiple points has collected quite 
a few Selke votes here and there.  

His offensive production dipped a bit this year, but he is still a 
solid two-way player who the Canes have to be aware of. 

Alex Killorn is a physical player that easily agitates 
opponents and also is a very steady producer who gets top 
power play time.  

He isn’t a great play driver, but he always finds a way to 
make an impact on games. 

And then there is Steven Stamkos. Injuries have taken their 
toll on him as he is not quite the player he once was, but he 
can still rip a puck. “Stammer” is still one of the best shooters 
in the NHL and while he may no longer be at his peak, that 
part of his game is still elite. 

LINE 3 

Line 3 

Player 
Blake 
Coleman 

Yanni 
Gourde 

Barclay 
Goodrow 

Rg. 
Season 

14-17-31 17-19-36 6-14-20 

Playoffs 1-2-3 2-1-3 1-0-1 

Arguably Tampa’s second most effective line, this is their 
grind you down and make you pissed off line. All three love 
to throw the body and will do everything they can to get 
under the opponent’s skin, especially Yanni Gourde but his 
effectiveness at that may be questionable for this series… 

Jokes aside, even though this is a physical, energy line the 
Canes have to keep in mind that the line is very productive 
as most Tampa lines are. They are great off the rush and 
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make opponents pay most every time they turn over the puck 
while they are out on the ice. 

Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow were two of the best 
depth additions at last year’s deadline and especially with 
each having an additional year of term. The two add a lot to 
the defensive ability of Tampa Bay and make them a much 
tougher team overall. 

LINE 4 

Line 4 

Player Patrick Maroon Tyler Johnson Ross Colton 

Rg. Season 4-14-18 8-14-22 9-3-12 

Playoffs 1-0-1 0-1-1 2-0-2 

Lastly, Tampa’s fourth line stacks up a lot better than most 
other teams. 

At this point, everyone knows what Patrick Maroon is. He is 
an antagonizer who can crush someone along the boards 
and is great at drawing penalties with his antics. He also 
goes to the net and loves to jam away for greasy goals. 

Tyler Johnson has seen a steady decline in production for a 
few years now, but his last series against the Panthers 
showed a rejuvenated player, plus he always scores against 
the Hurricanes. 

Ross Colton rounds out the line as yet another promising 
player that Tampa has developed and he really carved out a 
role for himself this season playing up and down the lineup 
due to his strong play and shooting ability. 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ defense has their work cut out for 
them in this series. Ideally, the Canes will want to match up 
either Slavin or Pesce and Skjei against Tampa’s top line 
and avoid them seeing the third pair at all.  

The third pair of Jani Hakanpaa and Jake Bean struggled 
against the top line of Nashville and the Bolts are just better 
in all regards.  

It will be an all hands on deck series for the Carolina defense 
and they will need to dig deep and return to the high level 
form that they are known for. 

Power Play 

PP1 

Victor Hedman - Point - Killorn - Stamkos - Kucherov 

PP2 

Mikhail Sergachev - Johnson - Palat - Cirelli - Gourde 

Now that Kucherov is healthy, it’s fair to say that the 
Lightning may have the best power play in the league. And it 
isn’t particularly close.  

You have a Norris winner, a Hart winner and a two-time 
Rocket Richard winner running the perimeter of the power 
play and then you put Point to run the middle and it doesn’t 
even matter at that point who’s the net-front presence. 

So it’s a classic case of pick your poison. Both Stamkos and 
Kucherov can absolutely obliterate a puck from either circle, 
Headman can activate in close and walk the line, Point is a 
wizard with the puck and Killorn can just jam away in front. 

But the real threat of Tampa’s top unit is their fluidity. Not 
only are they dangerous in their “spots” but the whole unit is 
able to shift positions to move defenders way out of sorts 
and lose assignments.  

On top of all that, the speed that the Lightning move the puck 
on the power play leaves most teams with whiplash just 
trying to keep up. 

Carolina boasts one of the league’s top penalty kills and it 
will have its hands full trying to tame the Bolts power play. 
The usual aggressiveness of the kill can actually hurt them 
due to the chemistry of the top unit. The Canes will have to 
be way smarter with reads and coverage, but the number 
one thing they can do is try extra hard to stay out of the box.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Staal, and Nedeljkovic on second-round series against the 
Lightning 

Rod Brind’Amour offered an update on the status of Nino 
Niederreiter and Cedric Paquette following the Hurricanes’ 
team practice on Saturday ahead of round two. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes hit the practice ice for the first and 
last time between their first-round and second-round series 
on Saturday in preparation for a date with the defending 
Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning. 

There was one minor scare, though, as Nino Niederreiter left 
practice early with an apparent injury. 

Rod Brind’Amour, Jordan Staal, and Alex Nedeljkovic spoke 
to the media via Zoom after practice, fielding questions about 
the status of a couple of players, their second-round 
matchup, how things might change in round two, and the 
return of an MVP player to Tampa Bay’s lineup. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Cedric Paquette’s availability and Nino Niederreiter’s 
status after leaving practice early: Cedric’s been available 
the whole time. And Nino, I don’t know. He did a little 
something. I’m not sure how serious it is, but I don’t think it’s 
an issue. 

On if he’s more or less confident in going up against a team 
that might lead to things being more wide-open: I think 
however it’s going to work out, we’re fine with it. I look back 
at our games against Tampa, there wasn’t a lot of room. It 
was low-scoring, low shots. We had more against Nashville. I 
think it might be tighter in this series than the other series 
because of how they defend. They have high power, so we 
have to try to defend them and shut them down. That’s going 
to be the key. If they get rush opportunities, it’s going to look 
a lot different. We have to make sure we don’t give up a lot 
of those. 

On if he’s seen improvement in Alex Nedeljkovic along the 
course of the season: I don’t know if I saw any improvement. 
He’s been that way for a long time. I just don’t think we 
thought he’d take that step with being consistent and looking 
the part. He looks like he fits right in this role. We’ve had high 
expectations since we got him in the organization. 

On Tampa Bay getting Nikita Kucherov back for the playoffs: 
That’s the X-factor there. He’s one of the most talented 
players and he’s probably the freshest guy in the league. 
When you add in both factors, that doesn’t bode well, but 
that’s part of it. That’s a huge weapon for them that they 
haven’t had and it’s something we’re going to have to be 
aware of. 

On if Paquette being a former Lightning adds any value in 
playing him: Not because it’s the team he played for. You 
want to get him in because I know he’s effective, but who do 
you take out? At this point, we’re playing pretty well. I like 
how the group’s going. Right now he’s the odd-man-out. 
There’s a good chance he’ll get in here. Very rarely do you 
go through a couple of series without guys getting knicked 
up. He’s ready to go if we need him. 

On the weird in-between feeling now that the emotion is 
down and how they have to ratchet it back up for the next 
series: It’s what we’re feeling right now. I’ll be honest. That’s 
exactly what’s happening. You’re ratcheting it up with all that 
tension and stress and everything. Then you let it all out and 
that’s where we’re at right now and then we’ll have to do it 
again. I can feel it. I felt it today with the guys. We have to 
get ready to do it again, and we will. I didn’t want it today. I 
didn’t need to see it out there today. That’s certainly not the 
time, but in order to win these series, you have to get that 
emotional and physical energy. 

On if the team will focus on attacking certain Tampa 
defenders over others: You can say all of that, but that gets 
you out of what you’re trying to do. We know they’re elite on 
the left side, but they’re not bad on the right side either. To 
sit there and build a game plan around that gets you away 
from what you’re doing. We know they’re a great team with 
zero weaknesses. You don’t win a Stanley Cup without being 
the best at everything. They have everything covered off. 
That’s the big challenge, but we’re ready for it. 

On the importance of being fully healthy going into round 
two: You have to be at full strength to have a chance. You 
saw the difference between us being healthy and not 
healthy, and that was just one player. It’s a big deal. To win a 
playoff series, you gotta have your team to give yourself the 
best chance. That means you have to be healthy. 

Jordan Staal 

On if he expects the second round style of play to be 
different than the first round: I think our team takes pride in 
finding different ways to win. (Tampa) is a team that is very 
dangerous on the rush and on turnovers and quick transition. 
It’ll be a different style for sure, but I think our group is able to 
adapt, and hopefully, we will in this series as well. 

On if he looks forward to the style of play changing: I don’t 
know if it really matters. They play tough and have guys who 
are very physical and they’re a group that’s tough to play 
against. It won’t be a cakewalk going up and down the ice. 
It’s going to be another tough series with regards to 
physicality and all that stuff. I don’t think it really matters. 
We’re just trying to win games. 

On Tampa having Kucherov back: He’s an elite player. Just 
like any elite player, you try to take away his time and space 
as much as you can. Our group has to do a better job of 
staying out of the penalty box, because they have a very 
good power play as well. A player like that, it’s all time and 
space and not creating turnovers and making him play 
defense. That’s what we’ll try to focus on against that top 
line. We’ll do the best we can. 

On Nedeljkovic’s first-round performance: He looked calm 
and comfortable. He’s got a lot of gamer attitude in making 
those big saves when you need them. He’s consistently 
played the puck well for our D and our forwards and helped 
us break it a lot, too. He’s done a lot of the little things that 
have helped us win. The boys feel comfortable with him in 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 30, 2021 

 

the net, and that’s what you want. He’s been really good for 
us. 

On is getting Svechnikov going is a key for the series: We 
need everybody. That’s one of Roddy’s lines all season, we 
need everyone if we want to win. (Svechnikov) is no 
different. He’s getting chances and playing well. He’s an elite 
player and when the puck starts going in for him, look out. 
He’s one shot away from really helping the squad. He does a 
lot of little things throughout the game that help us 
throughout the game anyway, but he’s a guy who wants to 
score goals and I’m sure they’ll start going in very soon. 

On if his game changes when he knows he has to face such 
a dangerous top line: I don’t really change much. When the 
puck’s going in, it’s going in. If it’s not, you still want to play 
well defensively. In the playoffs, you step into a game 
wanting to give them nothing. That’s the ultimate goal and 
when you do that you give yourself the best chance to win. 
That’s your number one focus, and we have a group of guys 
with a lot of great skill and have the capability to put the puck 
in the net, and those chances will come. Against a highly 
dangerous team like, that has to be the focus and that’s no 
different for myself. 

Alex Nedeljkovic 

On how the style of play will change from Nashville to Tampa 
Bay: They have a lot of high-end skill and their power play is 
clicking pretty good right now. If you watch that first-round 
series against Florida, the biggest thing is that everyone’s 
doing the same thing - playing hard and playing physical. It’s 
not just the third and fourth line, who are really good at it. 
They can get down and grind you and wear you down. The 
first two lines are doing the same exact thing. They’re getting 
pucks deep behind the defensemen and hitting guys and 
creating separation. They create their own space through 
that physical play. They’re passing through you as well, but 
they’re working hard as well. 

On if he ever thinks about his opposing goalie and how this 
series will be Andrei Vasilevskiy: No, it doesn’t matter who 
we play or who is in the other net. At the end of the day, he 
has nothing to do with what I do in the middle of a game and 
vice versa. What I do has no effect on what he should be 
doing. That’s what you tell yourself. Obviously, he’ll make 
timely saves. He’s one of the best in the league and he has 
been for a long time now. He knows what it takes to get to 
the end. You just have to worry about yourself. For me, that’s 
what it’s always going to be. Just focus on what I can control 
and that’s playing my game and worrying about stopping 
pucks. 

On if the team’s approach changes at all from one series to 
the next: There’s nothing changed. That’s our entire game 
plan. What Roddy says before every game - before the last 
series, before game five and game six. It doesn’t matter if it’s 
game one of the season, game 24, or game seven of a 
series. The way we play should be consistent across the 
board. It doesn’t matter what game it is or who we play. 
That’s what's going to make us successful is playing our 
game. It’s playoff hockey and it’s in our DNA now. 

On if anything is different for him now that he’s playing in the 
NHL postseason: It’s no different than any position I’ve been 
in. There are more people in the buildings now, so it’s a 
bigger audience. More cameras in your face, so to speak. In 
the American League going through the Calder Cup playoffs, 
you had to have the same mentality. Take it one game at a 
time, one day at a time. There’s going to be ups and downs. 
We got up 2-0 there really quick, and just as quick it goes 
back to 2-2. We played four straight overtime games. The 
puck takes a weird bounce those last two, and we could be 
having a completely different conversation right now. You 
have to stay as even keel as possible. Ride the highs, get 
out of the lows as quick as you can because they’re going to 
be there. It’s just trying to avoid them as best you can and 
keep them as small as you can. 

On Tampa getting Kucherov back: He’s a high-end player. 
He’s one of the best players in the league and in the world at 
his position. It’ll be a challenge to stop him and stay ahead of 
him. We look at the video, but the biggest thing is to try to 
react to him and be as patient as possible. He’s going to 
throw different things at you, that power play has a lot of 
weapons on it. It’s trying to react and be ready for anything. 
You don’t want to overthink it too much, though, and start 
anticipating or guessing what’s going to happen, because 
he’s got you beat. Things happen so fast. If you’re a split-
second behind, the puck’s in the net. Just try to keep a clear 
head the best you can and react as quickly as possible. 

On how he handles his mentality during the course of a 
game and a postseason: It’s the same way you handle 
everything else. You take it one game at a time. During the 
game, you take it one period at a time and one shot at a 
time. You try to look at it like that. For me, focusing on that 
next puck, trying to make that next save. Then you move 
onto the next one after that. And the next one after that. 
During TV timeouts, take a deep break, get some Gatorade, 
get some water, clear your head again, focus on the next 
puck. You get an intermission, do whatever you have to do, 
clear your head again, go back out and rinse and repeat. 
You’re just doing the same thing over and over again. I feel 
like I’ve found something that works for me and it’s brought 
me success
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Hurricanes-Lightning preview: Between the pipes 

Alex Nedeljkovic and Andrei Vasilevskiy have been two of 
the best goalies in the NHL all season, and now they will 
face off in the second round of the 2021 NHL Playoffs. 

By Johnathan Kirkland 

Alex Nedeljkovic and Andrei Vasilevskiy are set to battle it 
out in net when the Carolina Hurricanes and Tampa Bay 
Lightning open up their second round series tomorrow night 
in Raleigh. The two goaltenders have been key to their 
teams’ success this season, and for Vasilevskiy, his play was 
integral in Tampa’s Stanley Cup last season.  

2021 Regular season record 

Alex Nedljkovic 15-5-3 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 31-10-1 

James Reimer 15-5-2 

Petr Mrazek 6-2-3 

Curtis McElhinney 4-6-2 

Regular Season GAA 

Alex Nedeljkovic 1.90 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 2.21 

James Reimer 2.66 

Petr Mrazek 2.06 

Curtis McElhinney 3.09 

Regular Season Save Percentage 

Alex Nedeljkovic .932 

Andrei Vasilevskiy .925 

James Reimer .906 

Petr Mrazek .923 

Curtis McElhinney .875 

2021 Playoff GAA 

Alex Nedeljkovic 2.22 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 2.64 

2021 Playoff Save Percentage 

Alex Nedelijkovic .922 

Andrei Vasilevskiy .929 

2021 Playoff Numbers 

Both Nedeljkovic and Vasilevskiy have a 4-2 record and one 
shutout.  

Alex Nedeljkovic 

Heading into the postseason there were questions about 
how Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour would handle 
the goalie situation, especially after rotating three goalies for 
the later half of the season. Along with Ned, Petr Mrazek and 

James Reimer also played significant games and got the job 
done when they were out there.  

Nedeljkovc was not even a factor when the season began, 
being a member of the taxi squad. In fact, once he was sent 
back to the taxi squad early in the season he was put on 
waivers and teams across the league had a chance to claim 
him, but luckily he cleared waivers and as they say, the rest 
is history.  

Canes fans have known the potential of Nedeljkovic for 
several seasons now, watching his progress in the AHL with 
the Charlotte Checkers. Ned was awarded the Aldege “Baz” 
Bastien Award in 2019 as the AHL Outstanding Goaltender. 
He was also named AHL First All-Star Team in 2019. 

Petr Mrazek was injured a month into the season, an injury 
that saw him miss significant time. Nedeljkovic was called 
back up after the Mrazek injury and he played back up to 
Reimer. But Ned made sure that every time he was on the 
ice he gave it his all and he slowly got his name thrown into 
the mix as an every day starter.  

He ended up making 23 starts in the regular season, posting 
a 15-5-3 record. He had a 1.90 GAA and a .932 save 
percentage, along with three shutouts. Nedeljkovic had the 
best numbers in the NHL for a goalie with at least 15 games 
played.  

Let’s not forget that Nedeljkovic also got in the scoring 
column this season, getting an assist on Dougie Hamilton’s 
overtime winner against the Blue Jackets on May 1. 

During the playoffs, Nedeljkovic ranks eighth among NHL 
goalies. He started every game of the opening series against 
the Nashville Predators, going 4-2. 

He has a 2.22 GAA and a .922 save percentage so far this 
postseason. He is also one of six NHL goalies to record a 
shutout in this year’s postseason.  

Andrei Vasilevskiy 

Vasilveskiy has quickly become one of the top goaltenders in 
the NHL over recent years. He made his NHL debut in the 
2014-15 season, even getting a win in the Cup Final in relief 
of Ben Bishop.  

He became the Lightning starting goaltender the following 
season and hasn’t looked back since. Vasilevskiy has played 
in the NHL All-Star game in 2018, 2019 and 2020. In 2018-
19 he won the Vezina Trophy as the top NHL goaltender 
after going 39-10-4 in 53 games. In 2020 he was once again 
a Vezina finalist, and although he didn’t win, he was still the 
NHL leader in wins with 35. 

This season Vasilevskiy played in 42 games for the 
Lightning, the most games started by a goaltender this 
season. He was 31-10-1 in those games, posting a 2.21 
GAA and .925 save percentage. Vasilevskiy also had five 
shutouts during the regular season. 

Vasilevskiy also started every game for the Lightning in their 
first round matchup against the Florida Panthers. He had a 
4-2 record with a 2.64 GAA and .929 save percentage. He 
also had one shutout in the opening series.
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Breaking down Tampa Bay’s defense and penalty kill 

A potent offensive team with a mobile, offensively-minded 
defense goes up against its mirror image in this series. How 
the series goes might turn on which version of the Lightning 
defense shows up. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

So much of the hype for the second-round series between 
the Carolina Hurricanes and Tampa Bay Lightning surrounds 
the offensive firepower for both squads, and to be sure, a 
forechecking clinic put on by the likes of Sebastian Aho, 
Teuvo Teravainen, Brayden Point and Nikita Kucherov is 
sure to be appointment viewing.  

But there’s much more to the matchup than just an offensive 
track meet. These two Southeast Discover® NHL® Central 
Division rivals are elite at both ends of the ice, and given the 
reputation of the Hurricanes’ defense around the league, it 
may come as a bit of a surprise that the numbers actually 
have the Lightning graded out just a little bit higher, although 
well within the margin of error. 

The bottom line is that this series will feature high-level 
hockey regardless of situation, and while that might cause 
the coaching staffs to wake up in cold sweats trying to game 
plan, it’s music to the ears of hockey fans. 

Simply put, in the regular season, the Lightning was a stifling 
defensive team. In every single scenario, the Lightning 
defense allowed expected goals against at a lower rate than 
league average, even when trailing. In fact, they were the 
stingiest defensive team in the league when down a goal, 
allowing 1.6 expected goals against per 60 minutes 
according to Natural Stat Trick. The Lightning is great at 
playing with the lead, but might be even better when tied or 
trailing. 

On the penalty kill, it was much the same story: the Lightning 
allows 5.15 xGA/60 when killing penalties, second to the 
Bruins and – yup – the Hurricanes. And for all the well-
earned plaudits for the Hurricanes’ penalty kill generating 
offense from defense, the Lightning do the same thing to a 
slightly lesser degree: while the Hurricanes were far and 
away the regular season’s most dangerous offensive team 
on the penalty kill, sitting pretty at a 24.75% xGF percentage, 
guess who was second? You got it: the Lightning, at 19.46%. 

In the playoffs, though, they’ve tailed off a bit, becoming 
middle of the pack rather than near the top at even strength 
while falling precipitously on the penalty kill. The Hurricanes 
will hope that the sterling regular-season numbers were a 
product of the Lightning feasting on lesser competition and 
the playoffs are causing them to regress to their true level, 
but in any case they need to be ready for the Lightning 
defense to clamp down at any given moment. 

Pairing 1 

Player Regular Season Playoffs 

Victor 
Hedman 

54 GP, 9g, 36a, 45p, 
+5, 25:03 TOI/GP 

6 GP, 0g, 8a, 8p, -2, 
23:13 TOI/GP 

Player Regular Season Playoffs 

Jan Rutta 
35 GP, 0g, 8a, 8p, +12, 
16:02 TOI/GP 

6 GP, 0g, 0a, 0p, +1, 
13:05 TOI/GP 

Pairing 
52.1% CF, 46.7% xGF, 
103.1 PDO 

49.6% CF, 49.2% 
xGF, 98.9 PDO 

Much has been made of Victor Hedman being a Norris 
Trophy candidate for this season on his overall body of work 
rather than his actual performance this year, and while it has 
taken a dip from the form that resulted in him being a Norris 
finalist the past four seasons, winning the hardware in 2018, 
he’s still a workhorse. Hedman is one of only nine 
defensemen in the league to play more than 25 minutes per 
night, and that heavy reliance is why the Lightning was 
compelled to trade for minutes-muncher David Savard at the 
trade deadline (more on him on a second). 

Hedman spent the majority of the season with Jan Rutta, a 
bottom-pair defenseman who is serviceable but little else. He 
doesn’t play on special teams, which explains the extreme 
disparities in the ice time (especially in a series as chippy as 
the first round matchup with the Panthers), but considering 
the subpar advanced stats numbers of this pairing, this is a 
matchup that the Hurricanes will want to exploit. 

Pairing 2 

Player Regular Season Playoffs 

Ryan 
McDonagh 

50 GP, 4g, 8a, 12p, 
+13, 21:54 TOI/GP 

6 GP, 0g, 4a, 4p, +8, 
21:48 TOI/GP 

Erik Cernak 
46 GP, 5g, 13a, 18p, 
+8, 19:47 TOI/GP 

6 GP, 0g, 4a, 4p, +7, 
20:02 TOI/GP 

Pairing 
55.2% CF, 57.3% xGF, 
100.2 PDO 

40.1% CF, 43.2% 
xGF, 110.0 PDO 

The pairing of Ryan McDonagh and Erik Cernak usually 
matches up against the top line of the opposition, and the 
top-line numbers back up their usage. Especially in the 
games in Tampa, you can imagine that Jon Cooper will be 
matching this pair up against whichever line Sebastian Aho 
is centering. You might look at those low percentages and 
high PDO and think that the Panthers’ top line just feasted on 
this pairing, only to come away absurdly unlucky (and, with 
an on-ice save percentage for this pairing of .980 in the first 
round, you would have a case), but their goals-against 
numbers were right in line with expectations. 

That said, Cernak in particular was shaky against the 
Hurricanes this season, skating to a -8 while sporting a 
ghastly 12.5 goals-for percentage at 5-on-5. Don't be 
surprised if the Hurricanes try to load up the left side of the 
ice to take advantage of that matchup, and Andrei 
Svechnikov in particular should be salivating at the potential 
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of being on the ice against the Lightning’s worst statistical 
defenseman in the eight games they played against the 
Hurricanes this season. 

Pairing 3 

Player Regular Season Playoffs 

Mikhail 
Sergachev 

56 GP, 4g, 26a, 30p, 
+5, 21:58 TOI/GP 

6 GP, 0g, 2a, 2p, -2, 
21:30 TOI/GP 

David Savard 
54 GP, 1g, 5a, 5p, -27, 
20:26 TOI/GP 

6 GP, 0g, 0a, 0p, -1, 
15:40 TOI/GP 

Pairing 
65.6% CF, 76.1% 
xGF, 104.8 PDO 

45.6% CF, 46.6% 
xGF, 98.6 PDO 

As good as the Lightning defense has been this season, this 
pair might quietly be the best of the bunch. David Savard’s 
acquisition from the Blue Jackets at the trade deadline 
allowed them to remove a good bit of Hedman’s workload. 
Since the McDonagh/Cernak pairing was mostly used 
against the opposition’s top line, this one has been able to 
take advantage of a bunch of ice time against lower-threat 
offensive players. That 76% xGF number stands out: Savard 
and Mikhail Sergachev are the Lightning’s version of Brady 
Skjei and Brett Pesce, solid in their own end and using that 
defensive prowess to springboard their offensive game. 

And yet, two players that spent significant time matched up 
against Savard and Sergachev in the first round, Jonathan 
Huberdeau and Patrik Hornqvist, were scoring nearly at will. 
Huberdeau tied with the league lead in the first round with 
eight assists, and his 10 points were second to only Nikita 
Kucherov. Now, Huberdeau is one of the most underrated 
players in the league, and he is capable of going off at any 
time. But you know who else is massively underrated 
offensively? Jordan Staal – who will see a decent bit of this 
pairing, you’d think. 

Penalty Kill 

PK1: Alex Killorn, Anthony Cirelli, McDonagh, Cernak 
PK2: Blake Coleman, Yanni Gourde, Hedman, Sergachev 

This is, in all likelihood, the key to the series. The Lightning 
penalty kill against Florida was, in a word, shambolic. They 
have allowed 11.5 expected goals against per 60 minutes 
while shorthanded, killing just 72.7% of Panthers power 
plays. For a team that was fourth in the league at 84.2% in 
the regular season on the PK, it’s a stunning drop-off – and it 
should be noted that the Panthers power play is nowhere 
near as potent as the Hurricanes’. 

Against the Hurricanes, the Lightning were the division’s best 
team on the penalty kill, allowing just four goals on 28 
attempts. They gave up six power play goals to the Panthers 
on 22 opportunities, by contrast, in the first round. The 
Hurricanes’ power play was a little shaky to start the first 
round, but it started to find its legs late in the series against 
Nashville. If the Lightning’s penalty kill remains as toothless 
as it was for long stretches against the Panthers, look out.
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Who has the goaltending edge as the Canes host the Lightning in Game 
1 of their series? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 29, 2021 06:30 PM 

  

RALEIGH 

Alex Nedeljkovic of the Carolina Hurricanes is the kind of person and 
goalie who rarely gets caught up with who’s in the other net, playing for 
the other guys. 

“Honestly, it doesn’t matter,” Nedeljkovic said Saturday. 

In the opening round of the Stanley Cup playoffs it was Juuse Saros of 
the Nashville Predators. Saros was brilliant at times and twice won 
double-overtime games, but Nedeljkovic and the Canes won the series in 
six games. 

But the second round brings a sterner test, perhaps the ultimate playoff 
test. The Canes face the Tampa Bay Lightning, the 2020 Stanley Cup 
champion. They have Andrei Vasilevskiy, arguably the best goalie in the 
NHL, and the world. 

On paper, and in the opinion of many who follow the NHL, that’s a key 
mismatch — Vasilevskiy versus Nedeljkovic — and one could be the 
winning edge for Tampa Bay in the Central Division second-round series. 

Vasilevskiy, 26, has the Stanley Cup championship ring. He won the 
2019 Vezina Trophy and could win it again this year, and has led the 
league in wins the past four seasons. He will making his 60th career 
playoff start Sunday in Game 1 against the Canes at PNC Arena. 

“He’s one of the best in the league and he’s been that way for a long time 
now,” Nedeljkovic said. “He knows what it takes to get to the end.” 

The “end” being raising up the Cup in victory. 

There’s also this to consider: In beating the Florida Panthers in six 
games in the opening round, Vasilevskiy was on the ice for 364 minutes. 
Nedeljkovic, in six games against the Predators, played 433 minutes, 
although he did face fewer shots (206) than Vasilevskiy (226). 

Nedeljkovic, 25, has a simple approach to handling that kind of workload: 
Keep a clear head, focus on the next puck. 

“Rinse and repeat,” he said. “Keep doing the same thing over and over.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said he no longer considered 
Nedeljkovic, who started 23 games in the regular season, a rookie after 
clinching the Nashville playoff series. Canes captain Jordan Staal feels 
much the same about the player known as “Ned” to his teammates, fans, 
family and friends. 

“He looked calm and comfortable and he’s got a lot of gamer attitude of 
making those big saves when you need them,” Staal said Saturday. 

“Obviously he has consistently played the puck really well for our D and 
our forwards and helped us break out a lot. He has just done a lot of the 
little things that help us win and the boys feel comfortable when he’s in 
net.” 

The Predators were impressed with Nedeljkovic’s puck-handling ability, 
tying to keep him from being in position to play it as the series wore on. 
That’s a keep-away approach the Lightning could copy. 

Tripp Tracy, the Canes’ TV analyst and a former goalie, has watched 
Nedeljkovic develop from a second-round NHL draft pick to the American 
Hockey League to being the Canes starter in the playoffs. 

Tracy, in a recent interview, said he likes the way Nedeljkovic goes about 
his business, about his positive demeanor on the ice. He said 
Nedeljkovic has adopted an “I want to dominate” kind of mentality — “An 
alpha thing,” Tracy said — that all the really good goalies have. 

“That means he’s looking at any goalie in the league, though he’s not 
directly going against the goaltender at the other end, and believe he can 
absolutely be the guy who wins the goaltending dimension,” Tracy said. 
“And you absolutely have to have that self-belief. You’ve got to have that 
belief that you can be the difference. And Alex Nedeljkovic has those 
things.” 

Nedeljkovic allowed three goals in three games against the Lightning this 
season, shutting out Tampa Bay 4-0 on Feb. 20. He was 2-1-0, all 
against Vasilevskiy, and won 4-1 in his last start against the Lightning on 
April 20 in Tampa. 

Nedeljkovic had a .922 save percentage against the Predators in the first 
round. Vasilevskiy closed at . 929 in his six games against Florida, 
allowing six goals in a Game 3 loss but shutting out the Panthers 4-0 with 
29 saves in Game 6 to close out the series. 

Nedeljkovic said he watched some of Lightning-Panthers series, but only 
a little, saying, “Sometimes it’s good to get away from the rink a little bit, 
including watching other games. You just try to re-set and recharge and 
refocus.” 

Nedeljkovic goes into the second-round series realizing there will be 
good times and bad, respectful of the firepower of a Tampa Bay lineup 
that now has winger Nikita Kucherov back in it. 

But playoff pressure? 

“It’s really no different than any other position that I’ve been in,” 
Nedeljkovic said “There’s obviously more people in the buildings now, so 
it’s a bigger audience, and more cameras in your face. You’ve got to stay 
as even keel as possible. Ride the highs and try to get out of the lows as 
quick as you can, because they’re going to be there. It’s trying to avoid 
them as best you can and try to keep them as small as you can.” 
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He won the Stanley Cup with the Lightning. Will he get to play against 
them as a Hurricane? 
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BY LUKE DECOCK 

MAY 29, 2021 01:10 PM 

  

RALEIGH 

The Carolina Hurricanes practiced with their core group on Saturday, the 
20 players who played in Thursday’s Game 6 win over the Nashville 
Predators plus Cedric Paquette, Jake Gardiner and Maxime Lajoie. 

Of that extra trio, Paquette is the only one who has yet to play in the 
playoffs, and now faces the team he won the Stanley Cup with last fall in 
the second round. Paquette was acquired in part for his postseason 
experience with the Tampa Bay Lightning, but was hurt at the end of the 
regular season and has yet to crack the lineup in the playoffs. 

The Hurricanes listed Paquette as injured throughout the Nashville series 
but Brind’Amour said Saturday the fourth-line center has been available 
all along and could play in Sunday’s Game 1 if needed. 

“You want to get him in, because I know he’s effective, but who are you 
taking out?” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “At this point, we’re 
playing pretty well. I like how the group’s going. Right now he’s just kind 
of the odd man out. There’s a good chance he’ll get in here. The way 
things go, very rarely do you get through a couple series without guys 
getting nicked up. He’s ready if we need him.” 

It looked Saturday like Paquette’s opportunity might have arrived when 
Nino Niederreiter left the ice in the middle of practice but Brind’Amour 
said he didn’t think Niederreiter had a significant problem. 

“Nino, I don’t know, he did a little something,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t 
know how serious that is. I don’t think it’s an issue.” 

WILL PNC ARENA BE THE LARGEST HOUSE IN THE NHL? 

The official PNC Arena capacity for Games 1 and 2: 16,299. The 
Hurricanes announced Wednesday that the additional ventilation 
equipment they installed to meet NHL standards would allow them to 
increase attendance to 15,000 or more. Barring any unannounced 
changes in Boston or Denver on Saturday, that will be the largest crowd 
to see an NHL playoff game this season. 

The Nashville Predators have the most so far, 14,107 to see the 
Hurricanes close out the series in Game 6 on Thursday with a 4-3 
overtime win. Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said Friday 
there was still a chance the building could be full at some point if the 
Hurricanes advance through the playoffs. 

“This building, as we all know, when it’s full it’s one of the loudest 
buildings, I think, in the league,” Waddell said. “Even with our 12,000 
crowds in the first round.” 

STILL WAITING ON SVECH 

Andrei Svechnikov finished the Nashville series with only the one empty-
net goal in Game 1 but did emerge from that series as the Hurricanes’ 
best five-on-five player, analytically speaking. At the same time, 
Svechnikov was also eighth on the team in xG (expected goals) per 
Natural Stat Trick which suggests that his shots haven’t been coming 
from dangerous enough places on the ice. 

“I think he’s been getting chances and playing well,” Hurricanes captain 
Jordan Staal said. “He’s another elite player and when the puck starts 
going in for him, look out. He’s one shot away from really helping this 
squad. He does a lot of other little things that really help us throughout 
the game anyway. But he’s a guy that obviously wants to score goals. I’m 
sure they’ll go in for him really soon.” 

SCOUTING TAMPA BAY 

It’s not like the Hurricanes needed much of a scouting report after eight 
regular-season games against the Lightning, but Alex Nedeljkovic said 

he did watch some of Tampa Bay’s first-round series against the Florida 
Panthers, which was scheduled on the Hurricanes’ off nights against the 
Predators. 

“Here and there, sometimes,” Nedeljkovic said. “It’s good to get away 
from the rink a little bit. Reset, refocus and recharge.” 
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Scouting the series: Breaking down Lightning vs. Hurricanes with Sara 
Civian and Joe Smith 

 

By Sara Civian and Joe Smith  

May 29, 2021  

  

Dear Hurricanes and Lightning fans, we hope you aren’t sick of each 
other quite yet. After an eight-game regular-season series that was as 
playoff-y as it gets, Tampa Bay and Carolina will face off in the second 
round of the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The first-ever postseason meeting between these teams is expected to 
be fast-paced and fun. Their regular-season meetings ended up pretty 
much even — both teams had a 4-3-1 record, and the Canes had the 
slightest edge in goals (18-17). 

The Lightning gave rookie goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic his first career 
NHL shutout and gave the Canes reason to keep riding him into the 
playoffs, and Vezina winner Andrei Vasilevskiy needs no introduction. 

Let Lightning writer Joe Smith and Hurricanes writer Sara Civian ease 
you into this matchup before things get wild. Knowing these two teams, 
that’ll happen fast. 

Tackling the top lines 

Smith: The Lightning top line of Ondrej Palat–Brayden Point–Nikita 
Kucherov was dominant in last year’s run to the Cup and picked up 
where it left off to open the playoffs. Kucherov, who missed the entire 
regular season after late December, set a record with 11 points in a 
playoff series against the Panthers (seven on the power play). Kucherov 
said it took a couple of games to get acclimated to the speed and then, “I 
felt like I would during the regular season,” he said. “So far so good.” 

Sara, how do you see the Canes attacking this trio? A lot of Dougie 
Hamilton? I assume now that Jaccob Slavin is back, he could play a big 
role in this. As one NHL scout told me, “Slavin is one of the most 
underrated defensemen in the league. He’s a big, big piece of the 
puzzle.” 

Civian: Yeah, if the last few games of Round 1 were any indication, 
Slavin’s return will be absolutely essential in the Hurricanes’ attempt to 
contain the Lightning’s top line. He’s got three assists in his three games 
played, and each has been a game-breaking moment. 

More than that, he is one of the best defenders of the slot in the entire 
league. The Canes were sorely missing that in both of their losses to the 
Predators. Slavin is the puzzle piece that allows the rest of the defense to 
fall into place, especially his defensive partner, Hamilton. It’s not like 
Hamilton was terrible without Slavin — he tied for the team lead in shots 
— but the difference on the defensive side of things is palpable. And 
that’ll be crucial against one of the most offensively talented lines in the 
NHL. 

“(Kucherov) is the X-factor there,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “He’s one of the most talented players, and he’s probably the 
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freshest guy in the league. When you add in both factors, that doesn’t 
bode well, but that’s part of it. That’s a huge weapon for them that they 
haven’t had, and it’s something we’re going to have to be aware of.” 

The even-strength matchups will be intriguing, but like you said, seven of 
Kucherov’s 11 points (!) have come on the power play. I bet special 
teams will be the real spectacle of the series. 

The Hurricanes’ top line has been nothing to scoff at, either. Sebastian 
Aho’s got five goals and seven points in six games. That consistency has 
been huge for the Canes. 

How do you think the Canes’ top dogs fare against the Lightning? 

Smith: I think the Lightning will have a heck of a challenge with Carolina’s 
top line led by Aho. The Cup champs were able to advance past Florida 
partly because they were able to contain Sasha Barkov, at least in five-
on-five situations, where the Finnish superstar had just three points. I 
asked coach Jon Cooper how the Aho and Barkov lines compared, and 
he felt the two Fins have a lot more in common, other than their size. 

“They’ve got world-class sticks, and they can see the ice,” Cooper said. 
“They play in similar spots on the power play. Both kill penalties, both 
from the same country. There’s a lot to like about both of those players, 
and they seem to do big things for their teams at big times. He’s just 
another guy we’ll have to contain if we’re going to have any chance in 
this series because he’s a really important player.” 

Cooper said he’s not a “hard match” guy, with the most important thing 
getting the right D-pair on the ice against other team’s top players. In that 
sense, I think you’ll see a lot of Ryan McDonagh-Erik Cernak pair against 
the Aho line. They played a ton against the Barkov line and held their 
own with McDonagh playing at an extremely high level. “He was a stud,” 
Cooper said. “McDonagh falls behind (Victor) Hedman and (Mikhail) 
Sergachev when it comes to people talking about their defenseman,” an 
NHL scout said. “But he’s rock solid.” 

The power play vs. ‘power’ kill 

Smith: I thought it was fitting that Canes GM Don Waddell brought up in 
his news conference Friday how one thing he learned from the first round 
is that they have to stay out of the box against the Lightning. 

Tampa Bay’s power play has been dominant and a key difference-maker 
in the Panthers series with the Lightning scoring eight goals (on 40 
percent efficiency). Shayna Goldman and I did a pretty comprehensive 
breakdown on the Tampa Bay power play and why it’s so dynamic. 

But I also know you and Shayna did a similar piece on how the Canes 
“power kill” has been the answer to most power plays with their 
aggressive style. Carolina will want to take far fewer than the 32 
penalties they had against Nashville, but there’s reason to believe the 
Canes have the kind of PK unit that can at least slow down Tampa Bay. 

“They have in the past,” Lightning color analyst Brian Engblom said. “The 
Lightning are going to have to zip the puck around really fast. It’ll be more 
predetermined where, ‘I’m going here even before I get it.’ If you bobble 
the puck, just know you’re going to be in trouble and you better have 
support, especially on the half wall. The (Canes) have really good 
instincts and read off each other, it’s not just one guy putting on pressure, 
it’s everyone. It’s a sequence every bit as much as the Lightning power 
play is a sequence. This is where retrievals will be extremely important.” 

Sara, how do you think the Canes will approach Tampa’s PP? 

Civian: Yeah, Waddell spoke no lies. 

“As we know, they’re a great hockey team,” he said. “They won the 
Stanley Cup last year, not by mistake. They’re a very good hockey team. 
The one thing, certainly, to watch from the first round is you’ve got to try 
and stay out of the penalty box. You know you’re going to take some 
penalties, but they’ve got to be good penalties because I think they’re 
running somewhere around 40 percent on their power play, which is 
remarkable. The five guys they put out there to run the power play is 

pretty darn good in the league, probably the best. So discipline and we’ve 
had great games with them this year.” 

The power kill is an excellent tool to have in your arsenal, but the catch is 
you don’t want to have to use it, and the Canes were pushing their luck 
when Nashville started to cash in after Game 2. The margin of error 
increases every minute you’re out there down a man. 

That said, penalty-kill situations are inevitable over the course of a 
seven-game series, and the Canes are lucky they have such a killer PK 
going against an opponent like this. 

The best way to describe it? The Canes had more chances short-handed 
than the Predators did on their power play in Game 2. As Goldman and I 
went over, the Canes’ offensive aggressiveness short-handed is just an 
extension of their forecheck — and deploying Aho, Martin Necas and 
Teuvo Teravainen along with defensive juggernauts like Jordan Staal, 
Brett Pesce and Slavin. 

Slavin’s return is huge — the Canes put up that Game 2 performance 
without him, their No. 2 guy in short-handed time on ice. 

The X-factor (4-wheel-drive) lines 

Smith: Barclay Goodrow returned for the Lightning at the end of the 
Panthers series and you could tell the difference he made. It wasn’t just 
the five hits or throwing Owen Tippett into his own bench. 

It reunited the Yanni Gourde line that played a pivotal role in the Cup run. 
Goodrow, Gourde and Blake Coleman not only started many periods and 
shut down other teams’ top players, but they also scored key goals. 

“You can’t have all Ferraris,” Cooper said. “Sometimes you need a good 
old-fashioned four-wheel-drive Jeep to get you through the mud. And 
that’s what Barclay Goodrow can do for you.” 

I’d imagine the Canes four-wheel-drive line has to be the Staal one? One 
NHL scout told me he thought Staal “might have played the best hockey 
of his career.” 

Sara, what got into Staal this year — there a time machine anywhere? — 
and how much of an impact do you think he and his line can have in this 
series? 

Civian: I think Hurricanes commentator Tripp Tracy, cousin of Ford’s 
CEO, would prefer a comparison to trucks, but whatever analogy you 
pick, the captain has arguably been the MVP of this team. That doesn’t 
mean he’s been the most skilled or put up the most points, but he’s 
overcome adversity, plays hard minutes against the toughest matchups 
and doesn’t make excuses. 

I think it’s been crucial for a young, skilled team to have someone like 
Staal to look up to. If you ask them, though, he’s doing exactly what he’s 
always done. 

“It’s awesome,” Slavin told me after Game 5, when I asked him what it’s 
like to be captained by Staal. “You see the emotion he had there at the 
end. He doesn’t always show it, but that’s the emotion he puts into every 
single thing he does. He’s a great leader on and off the ice. He’s a beast 
on the ice. Off the ice, he’s just a great guy. He’s a great leader, a great 
teammate. He’s willing to do whatever it takes. I’m thankful I don’t have 
to play against him down low in the corners. I’m thankful he’s on our 
side.” 

They do have to admit the points are coming easier for Staal than they 
have in years this season, and he’s been keeping it up in the playoffs. 
He’s second on the Canes with four goals and five points in six games. 

These guys always make a difference during the playoffs, right? You’ve 
got Staal, but he’s the captain for a reason. I’d point to Brock McGinn as 
a Goodrow type for the Canes right now. 

He keeps scoring on the road in tough situations, and he’s just a textbook 
“gamer.” You’ll remember he scored the Game 7 double-overtime goal 
that lifted the Canes past the Capitals two seasons ago. 
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I keep telling Brind’Amour that McGinn is starting to remind me of him, 
and he keeps smiling. 

Which alpha defenseman plays better? 

Smith: We’re not supposed to disclose our NHL Awards ballots before 
they’re announced in July. 

But I don’t think it’s a major spoiler alert that two of my top five for the 
Norris Trophy are in this series: Hedman and Hamilton. 

You may not agree where I put either of them, but the fact is both are 
major play-drivers for their teams and will be key factors in this series. 
Hedman, a Norris Trophy finalist every year since the Great Depression, 
is apparently dealing with an injury, perhaps stemming from his awkward 
crash into the boards against Columbus on March 30. 

Still, as Hedman goes, often go the Lightning, and he seemed to get 
better as the Panthers series went on, including his best game in Game 
6. Hedman talked about the “lull” in his play later in the season, but I 
wouldn’t put it past the Conn Smythe winner in rebounding on this run. 

Here’s how one NHL scout saw Hedman’s season. 

“There’s been a lot of chatter about an injury with Hedman,” the scout 
said. “I don’t know what it is — upper body, lower body, mid body, but I 
think it’s gone on for a while. His first half of the season, it had Norris 
Trophy written all over it — it wasn’t even close for me. He was heads 
and tails above anything that I had seen. But at some point, something 
happened there and I think his game suffered. Skating-wise, in the first 
half of the season, he was up the ice all the time. And I didn’t see that in 
the second half.” 

Meanwhile, the Hurricanes have an alpha defenseman of their own in 
Hamilton, who scored the score-tying goal in their series clincher against 
the Predators in Game 6. 

“You have to be aware of Hamilton,” Engblom said. “There’s a lot of 
similarities with ‘Heddy,’ even size-wise. You’re going to have to be 
aware of him jumping into the play, getting up in the rush. He’s sneaky 
good at moving in. He’s got great hands. You have to be able to control 
his movement and his ability to fire the puck on the power play.” 

Sara, are we finally starting to see Hamilton appreciated leaguewide? 
And how do the Canes use him the best? 

Civian: Yeah, for me Hedman is so good that I’ve been critical of him this 
season because I’m comparing HIM to HIMSELF, not him to the rest of 
the league. He’s remained elite compared to basically everyone except 
himself at his best. It makes sense if he has been dealing with an injury, 
but the way he’s managed to play on and elevate his game throughout 
the playoffs has been scary for his opponents. 

To answer your question, I don’t know if we’ll ever see Hamilton 
appreciated leaguewide. Something about him makes people lose their 
minds — it’s like he’s only allowed to either be the best player to ever live 
or the worst. 

Joe, I really don’t get it. I think he is well above average in all facets and 
an elite scorer. Slavin is so good defensively that it has an impact on 
Hamilton when he’s out, but that’s not Hamilton’s fault. 

Either way, he’s at his best when he’s scoring goals, has the support of 
the coaching staff and playing next to Slavin. Once he breaks through, 
it’s tough to stop and that should scare the Lightning a bit because he 
finally connected for his first goal of the playoffs in Game 6. 

Who can dictate the pace? 

Smith: Cooper has talked a lot about how the Canes are like a fast-break 
basketball team, able to do man-to-man pressure all the way up the ice. 
They’re one of the best forechecking teams in the league, too, so there 
should be incredible pace to this series. 

A key to me will be who will manage the puck better as turnovers can 
quickly turn into transition and goals. Steven Stamkos pointed to the 

template for their game plan is how they performed in a Game 6 win over 
the Panthers, a very “clinical” and championship-like execution in all 
areas. 

“The Lightning are going to have to be really effective in their own zone 
and move the puck quickly,” Engblom said. “Just trying to relieve 
pressure when you need to even if it’s an icing. They can put pressure on 
the forecheck in the neutral zone and that’s part of their transition game. 
They all forecheck, all five guys are active, and every line, there’s no 
dropoff. Brind’Amour has them all going 100 miles per hour. I think the 
Lightning have to play by the clock and the score when they’re going to 
make the safe play quickly. Sometimes you have to live to fight another 
day.” 

Sara, I really think this is going to be an even series and has the potential 
to go seven games. And, for me, I feel the Lightning have the slight edge 
because of their experience and goaltending. We saw it in the Florida 
series where the Panthers used three goalies, including rookie Spencer 
Knight. Vasilevskiy, who could win his second Vezina Trophy, saved his 
best for the final game, a 4-0 shutout in Game 6. 

Do you feel “Ned” can match Vasilevskiy in a long series? 

Civian: Oh, yeah, no matter what happens this series is guaranteed to be 
electric. Both teams have that basketball game pace to them. 

To Cooper’s point, the man-to-man analogy is exactly what makes the 
power kill work. These guys are not afraid to implement a little full-court 
press — maybe thank Hamilton’s mom, who is an Olympic medalist in 
basketball. 

The penalty kill is a microcosm of their whole game — a game of 
applying pressure. 

“The way I like to play PK is puck pressure, and sometimes there’s 
chances, and it doesn’t matter — if it’s PP, PK, five-on-five, if there’s a 
breakaway chance I’m going for it. It happens,” Aho said. “It’s not 
something I’m thinking about when I’m out there, that I’ve got to get the 
breakaway on the PK. It’s from the puck pressure, and sometimes you 
get a little lucky bounce.” 

You’re not going to be able to take these risks without a good goalie, 
point-blank. I’m not going to sit here and tell you promising rookie 
Nedeljkovic has the repertoire of Vezina Trophy winner and all-around 
beast Vasilevskiy, but I’ll let him explain why he’s been able to stay so 
calm and at times play like he’s been there before. 

“Once I got a few games after my first action in almost a year, once you 
kind of figure it out, I got into the right mental space,” he said. “I’d tell 
myself, ‘It’s just another game. You’ve been doing this your whole life. It’s 
nothing new, really. You’re just playing against better players. But you 
gotta believe in yourself that you’re good enough to be here, you’re good 
enough to make the saves and play at a high level.'” 

He’s been pretty good in his first taste of the NHL playoffs — especially 
without Slavin. I’m really curious to see if he can match Vasilevskiy, but I 
don’t think that’s how the Canes should be looking at it. 

If they’re going to win against a weathered and dynamic team like the 
Lightning, they have to play like they have David Ayres in net. 

When is Game 2? 

Smith and Civian: If you hear anything, please let us know. 
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More schedule details for Lightning-Hurricanes series 
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By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The NHL announced some of the remaining dates, 
times and TV listings for the Lightning’s second-round playoff series 
against the Hurricanes. 

The Lightning will open their series Sunday at 5 p.m. at PNC Arena; NBC 
Sports Network is carrying the game. Here’s the rest of the schedule, 
which was announced late Saturday night. 

Game 2: Tuesday in Raleigh, 7:30 p.m. NBC Sports Network 

Game 3: Thursday in Tampa, 8 p.m., USA Network 

Game 4: Saturday in Tampa, 4 p.m., USA Network 

Game 5: Tuesday in Raleigh, TBD, TBD* 

For Erin, giving birth to a healthy baby girl felt like a miracle 

SPONSORED CONTENT 

For Erin, giving birth to a healthy baby girl felt like a miracle 

By UPMC 

Game 6: Thursday in Tampa, TBD, TBD* 

Game 7: Saturday in Raleigh, TBD, TBD* 

*- If necessary 

Sign up for Lightning Strikes, a weekly newsletter from Bolts beat writer 
Eduardo A. Encina that brings you closer to the ice. 

Never miss out on the latest with the Bucs, Rays, Lightning, Florida 
college sports and more. Follow our Tampa Bay Times sports team on 
Twitter and Facebook. 

UP NEXT:Lightning’s Nikita Kucherov feels ‘normal’ after first round 

 

Eduardo A. Encina  
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Lightning’s Nikita Kucherov feels ‘normal’ after first round 

 

By Mari Faiello 

 

TAMPA — Even after missing the entire regular season recovering from 
offseason hip surgery, no one doubted Nikita Kucherov would have an 
impact in the Lightning’s first-round playoff series against the Panthers. 

And make an impact he has. The right wing leads the league in 
postseason points (11) with three goals and eight assists after six games. 

“It took a few games for me to adjust the speed and physically adjust to 
the game,” Kucherov said. “But after two games, I felt normal, like I would 
during the season. I didn’t have any issues and so far, so good.” 

Kucherov immediately was added back on the top line with Brayden 
Point and Ondrej Palat in addition to the team’s top power-play unit, 
shifting Palat to the second unit. 

In Kucherov’s first game May 16, he notched three points with back-to-
back, power-play goals in the second period and an assist on Point’s 
tying power-play goal late in the third period. 

 GOAL: #GoBolts' Kucherov is back. He scores the game-tying goal 
from the right circle on a one-timer on the #TBLightning power-play with 
15:02 remaining in the second period against #FlaPanthers. 
pic.twitter.com/O25MiJ9bTS 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 17, 2021 

“The power play’s huge and when you get a goal or assist, it gives you a 
boost, a little confidence,” Kucherov said. “You start feeling a little more 
comfortable in the game, more loose. And I think that’s helped me a lot to 
have some (power play) time. and it’s kind of given me a boost for the 
next games for sure.” 

The chemistry wasn’t lost in Kucherov’s return, either. Passes threaded 
through traffic like they were on a string and everything fit together as 
easy as a puzzle. 

 “We knew with him coming back he was going to be good to go, I mean, 
he’s one of the best players in the world,” Point said. “You’re going to 
play different with different linemates, but Kuch sees the ice so well. He 
gets you the puck in such good spots, it’s easy to play with him.” 

With Round 2 against Carolina starting Sunday at 5 p.m. on NBCSN, 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Kucherov will be “X factor” in the 
series, adding he’s “a huge weapon” and “the freshest guy in the league.” 

Contact Mari Faiello at mfaiello@tampabay.com. Follow @faiello_mari. 

 

MARI FAIELLO 
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It’s no coincidence Lightning’s Pat Maroon is going for third straight Cup 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — Several months before they became Stanley Cup champions, 
the Lightning struggled to shake off their past failures. They began last 
season slowly, and the hangover of their disappointing first-round loss to 
the Blue Jackets lingered. 

Pat Maroon was new to the Lightning locker room, and having just lifted 
the Cup the previous season with the Blues, he brought a winning 
mentality to his new team. Maroon — along with fellow newcomer Kevin 
Shattenkirk — couldn’t grasp why his new teammates weren’t letting go 
of the past. 

“We weren’t getting the results we wanted early in the season, there was 
a lot of talk about the Columbus series, a lot of talk in our locker room, 
and I think those two guys were instrumental in having that narrative 
leave our locker room,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “Those two 
guys were a big part of getting the guys to turn the page because they 
weren’t here for that, and I think they saw it as being disruptive. They 
were instrumental parts in helping us get past that.” 

Maroon now is playing for his third straight Stanley Cup, and everyone 
around him says it’s no coincidence that he has such bragging rights. 
Maroon is a role player, doing the blue-collar work on the Lightning’s 
fourth line. But If there are certain qualities that make a winning player — 
like a positive mentality and a reputation for being a hard worker and a 
good teammate — Maroon possesses those. 

“I don’t want to toot my own horn, but I try to do the best I can to keep the 
guys motivated, keep them light, keep them laughing in the room,” 
Maroon said. “Just knowing our structure, our system and what works 
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and what does not work so I try to just remind the guys as much as I can. 
I try to be a good leader. It’s been fun to watch our team grow the last 
two years and the way we’ve changed our game and the way we’ve 
competed. We know how we’re supposed to win and how we’re not 
supposed to win.” 

Maroon gets a lot of attention for providing physicality. He is the team’s 
enforcer and doesn’t shy away from confrontations. He can be an 
agitator at times, but he’s always there to defend a teammate. And the 
grit Maroon provides is something the Lightning needed to win last year’s 
Stanley Cup. 

 “If you don’t have a guy like that on your roster, you’re looking for one,” 
said NHL Network studio analyst and former defenseman Stu Grimson, 
who got into his share of fights as a player. “There are exceptions along 
the way, there are clubs that can get by without it, but it takes a special 
group. It’s a commodity that every club covets. 

“It’s kind of an equalizer in some respects. If you can go out and acquire 
that, why wouldn’t you because it comes with nothing but upside when 
you get someone who can play and be dependable like a Patrick Maroon 
can.” 

There’s no doubt Maroon got under the Panthers’ skin in the first round. 
He set the tone heading into the playoff series, beckoning the Florida 
bench to come at him while being escorted off the ice during the 
Lightning’s May 8 game in Sunrise. 

He received a one-game suspension for going after Panthers forward 
Brandon Montour after the two were separated by officials. And during 
the series, Maroon received a $3,879.31 fine for tackling Noel Acciari on 
a late-third period faceoff in Game 5. 

“I don’t try to look for it unless it comes to me,” Maroon said. “Some 
players are just doing their job and they’re playing hard, but between the 
whistles, I just try to go out there and stick up for my teammates as best I 
possibly can. It’s always been in me to do that. I’ll continue to do that. I 
just feel like I’m here to protect my teammates. I’m here to help in any 
way that I can. If I can make the team play bigger and stronger and you 
know, then you know that’s a positive sign.” 

He’s not a top offensive threat — even though he was a 27-goal scorer in 
2016-17 in Edmonton when he had Connor McDavid as a linemate — 
and he averaged just 11:36 of ice time in the regular season. But he 
takes pride in doing the little things like winning puck battles and playing 
the forecheck. 

Pat Maroon dumps Panthers defenseman MacKenzie Weegar along the 
boards during Game 2 of the first-round playoff series. 

Pat Maroon dumps Panthers defenseman MacKenzie Weegar along the 
boards during Game 2 of the first-round playoff series. [ DIRK SHADD | 
Times ] 

“When he’s down low with the puck, it doesn’t matter who’s on D,” rookie 
forward Ross Colton said. “I don’t think you’re gonna take it from him. 
He’s so effective with the puck and I think for a while there, that’s why we 
were having so much success (on the fourth line).” 

Maroon was rewarded with one of the biggest goals of the Panthers 
series, scoring first in Game 6, a tone setter in the Lightning’s 4-0 series-
clinching victory. Maroon went to the net as center Tyler Johnson beat 
out an icing call and centered a pass to him in front. 

“He’s just a guy that’s willing to do whatever it takes to win,” forward Alex 
Killorn said. “It doesn’t matter how many minutes he’s playing. Whenever 
he’s one the ice, he makes an impact. There’s obviously a lot of things 
that go on in the game. For him to kind of stand up for his teammates, 
he’s always willing to do that and, you know, I guess keep the team on 
their toes a little bit.” 

Colton — who has tried to emulate Maroon’s relentlessness in battling for 
the puck — said Maroon has been a huge help to him on and off the ice 
throughout his rookie season. 

“Winning back-to-back Cups doesn’t just happen for no reason,” Colton 
said. “With Patty, he’s awesome. Whatever he says in the locker room 
goes a long way with everyone and he just does the little things on the 
ice right. He’s always a calming presence on the ice when I would come 
back from a shift, even if I was a little frustrated. He’s an awesome guy 
and a good friend.” 

 

EDUARDO A. ENCINA 
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What did we learn about the Lightning in the first round of the playoffs? 

 

By John Romano 

 

TAMPA — For four months, we watched a generic brand of Lightning 
hockey. Pretty good, kinda effective, but not quite the real thing. 

The defensive corps was in transition, the lines were ever shifting and, of 
course, Nikita Kucherov was out of the picture for the entire regular 
season. Steven Stamkos missed much of April, Jan Rutta missed all of it, 
and the rest of us missed the joy of long, effortless winning streaks. 

That’s what made the first-round series against Florida so compelling. It 
was like seeing the Lightning nearly intact for the first time since they 
carried the Stanley Cup around the bubble. Were they healthy? How 
cohesive would they be? Was the magic still there? 

Six games later, we have some encouraging answers. And the Lightning 
have a date with Carolina in the second round of the NHL postseason. 

“As that series went on,” coach Jon Cooper said, “I was pretty proud of 
the way the guys came together for not being together all year.” 

Mind you, this wasn’t vintage Lightning. If you thought they could skate 
onto the ice in Sunrise and pick up where they left off in Edmonton last 
September, you were dreaming. The defense is still adjusting to the 
addition of David Savard (not to mention the departures of Kevin 
Shattenkirk and Zach Bogosian), and hiccups are inevitable. 

There were too many penalties and too many blown leads. And, after 
holding Columbus, Boston, New York and Dallas to 2.4, 2.0, 2.0 and 2.5 
goals per game last postseason, the Lightning surrendered 2.8 against 
the Panthers. 

But there was a difference between the team you had been watching in 
March and April, and the team that frustrated the higher-seeded Panthers 
into making five goaltender changes (switching amongst three goalies) in 
six games. 

Tampa Bay’s power play was ridiculously potent, and the offense was 
balanced with the top three lines all getting at least four evenhanded 
goals in the series. You never got the sense that Florida could shut down 
the Lightning’s offense for any length of time. 

“As that series went on, we got better as a team, and I think that was 
from having a little bit of a common lineup,” Cooper said. “And I think 
getting (Barclay) Goodrow back pushed us to another level, added a little 
depth for us.” 

As impressive as Kucherov looked in his return, as nice as it was to see 
Stamkos firing one-timers at the net, as strong as the Ryan 
McDonagh/Erik Cernak pairing played against Florida’s top line, there 
were still enough details to give you pause. 
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Victor Hedman was brilliant on the power play with seven assists, but he 
had no goals and only one assist in evenhanded situations. Considering 
his slow final month of the season, it’s worth wondering exactly how 
healthy last season’s Conn Smythe winner is. 

And while the Lightning outscored the Panthers 24-17 for the series, it 
was a much closer 12-10 margin in 5-on-5 situations. Maybe that sounds 
nitpicky but it’s not so easy to dismiss for a team that spent much of the 
year testing out different blue line combinations. 

Where the Lightning was impressive was their composure. Even after 
blowing leads, even after losing games, they never ceded control or 
momentum to Florida. The Lightning were the better team, and they 
acted that way the entire series. 

“This year’s group has shown a pretty mature demeanor about the way 
they play and what they have to do,” Cooper said. “We’re missing some 
characters: the Shattenkirks and Bogosians and (Braydon) Coburn. And 
(Cedric) Paquette had been with us a long time. So you’re missing 
definite characters, but we still have this common core nucleus that is 
pretty driven to win. 

“I would say our biggest thing is our maturity when adversity hits, (it) has 
really taken a good step with this group.” 

The six games against Florida were a good start. It’s just hard to gauge, 
with the entire regular season played within the division, how difficult that 
test was for the Lightning. 

One thing for sure is that this is a familiar team. And as they get deeper 
into the summer, you just have to count on them continuing that transition 
from how they played in the 2021 regular season back into that victorious 
look of the 2020 postseason. 

John Romano can be reached at jromano@tampabay.com. Follow 
@romano_tbtimes. 

 

JOHN ROMANO 
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Scouting the series: Breaking down Lightning vs. Hurricanes with Sara 
Civian and Joe Smith 

 

By Sara Civian and Joe Smith 

 May 29, 2021 

 

Dear Hurricanes and Lightning fans, we hope you aren’t sick of each 
other quite yet. After an eight-game regular-season series that was as 
playoff-y as it gets, Tampa Bay and Carolina will face off in the second 
round of the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The first-ever postseason meeting between these teams is expected to 
be fast-paced and fun. Their regular-season meetings ended up pretty 
much even — both teams had a 4-3-1 record, and the Canes had the 
slightest edge in goals (18-17). 

The Lightning gave rookie goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic his first career 
NHL shutout and gave the Canes reason to keep riding him into the 
playoffs, and Vezina winner Andrei Vasilevskiy needs no introduction. 

Let Lightning writer Joe Smith and Hurricanes writer Sara Civian ease 
you into this matchup before things get wild. Knowing these two teams, 
that’ll happen fast. 

Tackling the top lines 

Smith: The Lightning top line of Ondrej Palat–Brayden Point–Nikita 
Kucherov was dominant in last year’s run to the Cup and picked up 
where it left off to open the playoffs. Kucherov, who missed the entire 
regular season after late December, set a record with 11 points in a 
playoff series against the Panthers (seven on the power play). Kucherov 
said it took a couple of games to get acclimated to the speed and then, “I 
felt like I would during the regular season,” he said. “So far so good.” 

Sara, how do you see the Canes attacking this trio? A lot of Dougie 
Hamilton? I assume now that Jaccob Slavin is back, he could play a big 
role in this. As one NHL scout told me, “Slavin is one of the most 
underrated defensemen in the league. He’s a big, big piece of the 
puzzle.” 

Civian: Yeah, if the last few games of Round 1 were any indication, 
Slavin’s return will be absolutely essential in the Hurricanes’ attempt to 
contain the Lightning’s top line. He’s got three assists in his three games 
played, and each has been a game-breaking moment. 

More than that, he is one of the best defenders of the slot in the entire 
league. The Canes were sorely missing that in both of their losses to the 
Predators. Slavin is the puzzle piece that allows the rest of the defense to 
fall into place, especially his defensive partner, Hamilton. It’s not like 
Hamilton was terrible without Slavin — he tied for the team lead in shots 
— but the difference on the defensive side of things is palpable. And 
that’ll be crucial against one of the most offensively talented lines in the 
NHL. 

“(Kucherov) is the X-factor there,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “He’s one of the most talented players, and he’s probably the 
freshest guy in the league. When you add in both factors, that doesn’t 
bode well, but that’s part of it. That’s a huge weapon for them that they 
haven’t had, and it’s something we’re going to have to be aware of.” 

The even-strength matchups will be intriguing, but like you said, seven of 
Kucherov’s 11 points (!) have come on the power play. I bet special 
teams will be the real spectacle of the series. 

The Hurricanes’ top line has been nothing to scoff at, either. Sebastian 
Aho’s got five goals and seven points in six games. That consistency has 
been huge for the Canes. 

How do you think the Canes’ top dogs fare against the Lightning? 

Smith: I think the Lightning will have a heck of a challenge with Carolina’s 
top line led by Aho. The Cup champs were able to advance past Florida 
partly because they were able to contain Sasha Barkov, at least in five-
on-five situations, where the Finnish superstar had just three points. I 
asked coach Jon Cooper how the Aho and Barkov lines compared, and 
he felt the two Fins have a lot more in common, other than their size. 

“They’ve got world-class sticks, and they can see the ice,” Cooper said. 
“They play in similar spots on the power play. Both kill penalties, both 
from the same country. There’s a lot to like about both of those players, 
and they seem to do big things for their teams at big times. He’s just 
another guy we’ll have to contain if we’re going to have any chance in 
this series because he’s a really important player.” 

Cooper said he’s not a “hard match” guy, with the most important thing 
getting the right D-pair on the ice against other team’s top players. In that 
sense, I think you’ll see a lot of Ryan McDonagh-Erik Cernak pair against 
the Aho line. They played a ton against the Barkov line and held their 
own with McDonagh playing at an extremely high level. “He was a stud,” 
Cooper said. “McDonagh falls behind (Victor) Hedman and (Mikhail) 
Sergachev when it comes to people talking about their defenseman,” an 
NHL scout said. “But he’s rock solid.” 

The power play vs. ‘power’ kill 

Smith: I thought it was fitting that Canes GM Don Waddell brought up in 
his news conference Friday how one thing he learned from the first round 
is that they have to stay out of the box against the Lightning. 
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Tampa Bay’s power play has been dominant and a key difference-maker 
in the Panthers series with the Lightning scoring eight goals (on 40 
percent efficiency). Shayna Goldman and I did a pretty comprehensive 
breakdown on the Tampa Bay power play and why it’s so dynamic. 

But I also know you and Shayna did a similar piece on how the Canes 
“power kill” has been the answer to most power plays with their 
aggressive style. Carolina will want to take far fewer than the 32 
penalties they had against Nashville, but there’s reason to believe the 
Canes have the kind of PK unit that can at least slow down Tampa Bay. 

“They have in the past,” Lightning color analyst Brian Engblom said. “The 
Lightning are going to have to zip the puck around really fast. It’ll be more 
predetermined where, ‘I’m going here even before I get it.’ If you bobble 
the puck, just know you’re going to be in trouble and you better have 
support, especially on the half wall. The (Canes) have really good 
instincts and read off each other, it’s not just one guy putting on pressure, 
it’s everyone. It’s a sequence every bit as much as the Lightning power 
play is a sequence. This is where retrievals will be extremely important.” 

Sara, how do you think the Canes will approach Tampa’s PP? 

Civian: Yeah, Waddell spoke no lies. 

“As we know, they’re a great hockey team,” he said. “They won the 
Stanley Cup last year, not by mistake. They’re a very good hockey team. 
The one thing, certainly, to watch from the first round is you’ve got to try 
and stay out of the penalty box. You know you’re going to take some 
penalties, but they’ve got to be good penalties because I think they’re 
running somewhere around 40 percent on their power play, which is 
remarkable. The five guys they put out there to run the power play is 
pretty darn good in the league, probably the best. So discipline and we’ve 
had great games with them this year.” 

The power kill is an excellent tool to have in your arsenal, but the catch is 
you don’t want to have to use it, and the Canes were pushing their luck 
when Nashville started to cash in after Game 2. The margin of error 
increases every minute you’re out there down a man. 

That said, penalty-kill situations are inevitable over the course of a 
seven-game series, and the Canes are lucky they have such a killer PK 
going against an opponent like this. 

The best way to describe it? The Canes had more chances short-handed 
than the Predators did on their power play in Game 2. As Goldman and I 
went over, the Canes’ offensive aggressiveness short-handed is just an 
extension of their forecheck — and deploying Aho, Martin Necas and 
Teuvo Teravainen along with defensive juggernauts like Jordan Staal, 
Brett Pesce and Slavin. 

Slavin’s return is huge — the Canes put up that Game 2 performance 
without him, their No. 2 guy in short-handed time on ice. 

The X-factor (4-wheel-drive) lines 

Smith: Barclay Goodrow returned for the Lightning at the end of the 
Panthers series and you could tell the difference he made. It wasn’t just 
the five hits or throwing Owen Tippett into his own bench. 

It reunited the Yanni Gourde line that played a pivotal role in the Cup run. 
Goodrow, Gourde and Blake Coleman not only started many periods and 
shut down other teams’ top players, but they also scored key goals. 

“You can’t have all Ferraris,” Cooper said. “Sometimes you need a good 
old-fashioned four-wheel-drive Jeep to get you through the mud. And 
that’s what Barclay Goodrow can do for you.” 

I’d imagine the Canes four-wheel-drive line has to be the Staal one? One 
NHL scout told me he thought Staal “might have played the best hockey 
of his career.” 

Sara, what got into Staal this year — there a time machine anywhere? — 
and how much of an impact do you think he and his line can have in this 
series? 

Civian: I think Hurricanes commentator Tripp Tracy, cousin of Ford’s 
CEO, would prefer a comparison to trucks, but whatever analogy you 
pick, the captain has arguably been the MVP of this team. That doesn’t 
mean he’s been the most skilled or put up the most points, but he’s 
overcome adversity, plays hard minutes against the toughest matchups 
and doesn’t make excuses. 

I think it’s been crucial for a young, skilled team to have someone like 
Staal to look up to. If you ask them, though, he’s doing exactly what he’s 
always done. 

“It’s awesome,” Slavin told me after Game 5, when I asked him what it’s 
like to be captained by Staal. “You see the emotion he had there at the 
end. He doesn’t always show it, but that’s the emotion he puts into every 
single thing he does. He’s a great leader on and off the ice. He’s a beast 
on the ice. Off the ice, he’s just a great guy. He’s a great leader, a great 
teammate. He’s willing to do whatever it takes. I’m thankful I don’t have 
to play against him down low in the corners. I’m thankful he’s on our 
side.” 

They do have to admit the points are coming easier for Staal than they 
have in years this season, and he’s been keeping it up in the playoffs. 
He’s second on the Canes with four goals and five points in six games. 

These guys always make a difference during the playoffs, right? You’ve 
got Staal, but he’s the captain for a reason. I’d point to Brock McGinn as 
a Goodrow type for the Canes right now. 

He keeps scoring on the road in tough situations, and he’s just a textbook 
“gamer.” You’ll remember he scored the Game 7 double-overtime goal 
that lifted the Canes past the Capitals two seasons ago. 

I keep telling Brind’Amour that McGinn is starting to remind me of him, 
and he keeps smiling. 

Which alpha defenseman plays better? 

Smith: We’re not supposed to disclose our NHL Awards ballots before 
they’re announced in July. 

But I don’t think it’s a major spoiler alert that two of my top five for the 
Norris Trophy are in this series: Hedman and Hamilton. 

You may not agree where I put either of them, but the fact is both are 
major play-drivers for their teams and will be key factors in this series. 
Hedman, a Norris Trophy finalist every year since the Great Depression, 
is apparently dealing with an injury, perhaps stemming from his awkward 
crash into the boards against Columbus on March 30. 

Still, as Hedman goes, often go the Lightning, and he seemed to get 
better as the Panthers series went on, including his best game in Game 
6. Hedman talked about the “lull” in his play later in the season, but I 
wouldn’t put it past the Conn Smythe winner in rebounding on this run. 

Here’s how one NHL scout saw Hedman’s season. 

“There’s been a lot of chatter about an injury with Hedman,” the scout 
said. “I don’t know what it is — upper body, lower body, mid body, but I 
think it’s gone on for a while. His first half of the season, it had Norris 
Trophy written all over it — it wasn’t even close for me. He was heads 
and tails above anything that I had seen. But at some point, something 
happened there and I think his game suffered. Skating-wise, in the first 
half of the season, he was up the ice all the time. And I didn’t see that in 
the second half.” 

Meanwhile, the Hurricanes have an alpha defenseman of their own in 
Hamilton, who scored the score-tying goal in their series clincher against 
the Predators in Game 6. 

“You have to be aware of Hamilton,” Engblom said. “There’s a lot of 
similarities with ‘Heddy,’ even size-wise. You’re going to have to be 
aware of him jumping into the play, getting up in the rush. He’s sneaky 
good at moving in. He’s got great hands. You have to be able to control 
his movement and his ability to fire the puck on the power play.” 
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Sara, are we finally starting to see Hamilton appreciated leaguewide? 
And how do the Canes use him the best? 

Civian: Yeah, for me Hedman is so good that I’ve been critical of him this 
season because I’m comparing HIM to HIMSELF, not him to the rest of 
the league. He’s remained elite compared to basically everyone except 
himself at his best. It makes sense if he has been dealing with an injury, 
but the way he’s managed to play on and elevate his game throughout 
the playoffs has been scary for his opponents. 

To answer your question, I don’t know if we’ll ever see Hamilton 
appreciated leaguewide. Something about him makes people lose their 
minds — it’s like he’s only allowed to either be the best player to ever live 
or the worst. 

Joe, I really don’t get it. I think he is well above average in all facets and 
an elite scorer. Slavin is so good defensively that it has an impact on 
Hamilton when he’s out, but that’s not Hamilton’s fault. 

Either way, he’s at his best when he’s scoring goals, has the support of 
the coaching staff and playing next to Slavin. Once he breaks through, 
it’s tough to stop and that should scare the Lightning a bit because he 
finally connected for his first goal of the playoffs in Game 6. 

Who can dictate the pace? 

Smith: Cooper has talked a lot about how the Canes are like a fast-break 
basketball team, able to do man-to-man pressure all the way up the ice. 
They’re one of the best forechecking teams in the league, too, so there 
should be incredible pace to this series. 

A key to me will be who will manage the puck better as turnovers can 
quickly turn into transition and goals. Steven Stamkos pointed to the 
template for their game plan is how they performed in a Game 6 win over 
the Panthers, a very “clinical” and championship-like execution in all 
areas. 

“The Lightning are going to have to be really effective in their own zone 
and move the puck quickly,” Engblom said. “Just trying to relieve 
pressure when you need to even if it’s an icing. They can put pressure on 
the forecheck in the neutral zone and that’s part of their transition game. 
They all forecheck, all five guys are active, and every line, there’s no 
dropoff. Brind’Amour has them all going 100 miles per hour. I think the 
Lightning have to play by the clock and the score when they’re going to 
make the safe play quickly. Sometimes you have to live to fight another 
day.” 

Sara, I really think this is going to be an even series and has the potential 
to go seven games. And, for me, I feel the Lightning have the slight edge 
because of their experience and goaltending. We saw it in the Florida 
series where the Panthers used three goalies, including rookie Spencer 
Knight. Vasilevskiy, who could win his second Vezina Trophy, saved his 
best for the final game, a 4-0 shutout in Game 6. 

Do you feel “Ned” can match Vasilevskiy in a long series? 

Civian: Oh, yeah, no matter what happens this series is guaranteed to be 
electric. Both teams have that basketball game pace to them. 

To Cooper’s point, the man-to-man analogy is exactly what makes the 
power kill work. These guys are not afraid to implement a little full-court 
press — maybe thank Hamilton’s mom, who is an Olympic medalist in 
basketball. 

The penalty kill is a microcosm of their whole game — a game of 
applying pressure. 

“The way I like to play PK is puck pressure, and sometimes there’s 
chances, and it doesn’t matter — if it’s PP, PK, five-on-five, if there’s a 
breakaway chance I’m going for it. It happens,” Aho said. “It’s not 
something I’m thinking about when I’m out there, that I’ve got to get the 
breakaway on the PK. It’s from the puck pressure, and sometimes you 
get a little lucky bounce.” 

You’re not going to be able to take these risks without a good goalie, 
point-blank. I’m not going to sit here and tell you promising rookie 
Nedeljkovic has the repertoire of Vezina Trophy winner and all-around 
beast Vasilevskiy, but I’ll let him explain why he’s been able to stay so 
calm and at times play like he’s been there before. 

“Once I got a few games after my first action in almost a year, once you 
kind of figure it out, I got into the right mental space,” he said. “I’d tell 
myself, ‘It’s just another game. You’ve been doing this your whole life. It’s 
nothing new, really. You’re just playing against better players. But you 
gotta believe in yourself that you’re good enough to be here, you’re good 
enough to make the saves and play at a high level.'” 

He’s been pretty good in his first taste of the NHL playoffs — especially 
without Slavin. I’m really curious to see if he can match Vasilevskiy, but I 
don’t think that’s how the Canes should be looking at it. 

If they’re going to win against a weathered and dynamic team like the 
Lightning, they have to play like they have David Ayres in net. 

When is Game 2? 

Smith and Civian: If you hear anything, please let us know. 

(Editor’s note: The NHL announced late Saturday that Game 2 will be 
Tuesday, June 1 at 7:30 p.m. ET.) 

 

Sara Civian 
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The Athletic / NHL business notebook: ESPN and TNT broadcast teams 
taking shape, Dominic Moore’s OT goal predictions 

 

By Sean Shapiro 

 May 29, 2021 

 

In 1984, a then-16-year-old Kenny Albert wrote a fan letter to an 18-year-
old Eddie Olczyk. 

Albert doesn’t remember the contents of the letter, neither does Olczyk, 
but it had enough of an impact that Albert received a signed photo of the 
1984 United States Olympic team from Olczyk. 

Thirty-seven years later, Albert still has that photo and he also has a 
broadcast partner in Olczyk as the duo will move from the lead team at 
NBC Sports to the lead broadcast team at Turner Sports after calling the 
Stanley Cup Final this season. 

“It ended up being a very small world,” Olcyzyk said. “When my paths 
crossed with Kenny for the first time in this business we talked and he 
showed me the picture … it’s one of those storybook stories that you sit 
there and you can’t make up.” 

Turner Sports made that news official this week when it also announced 
Wayne Gretzky would be part of the Turner team as an in-studio analyst. 

Like most of the hockey talent at NBC, Olcyzk and Albert were thrown 
into scramble mode when it became clear that NBC would no longer be 
the national television partner for the league and Turner went from a dark 
horse to the top choice, skipping over NBC and Fox. 

“It was sort of a whirlwind,” Albert said. “There were all kinds of rumors 
whether there would NBC staying or Fox would come in, which is actually 
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one of my other employers, and nobody in the media had been talking 
about Turner and then it became a whirlwind for everybody.” 

Albert and Olcyzk weren’t actively looking for jobs until NBC was officially 
out, and once that happened, both were contacted rather quickly by 
Turner Sports. A combination of factors came into play for both in picking 
a destination, but the flexibility to keep doing other jobs was important. 

Olcyzk will still be able to work Blackhawks’ games locally, while the 
Turner deal is hockey only and won’t preclude him from setting up a 
horse racing contract with another network, potentially still with NBC. It’s 
also not out of the realm of possibility that both could also end up back 
with NBC in a one-off deal for hockey at the 2022 Olympics once it’s 
confirmed the NHL is sending players. 

Albert hasn’t worked with Turner, but he’s well acquainted with the 
network and he joins a network where his father, Marv Albert, was the 
lead NBA voice and will retire after the 2021 playoffs. 

Gretzky’s hiring didn’t impact Albert or Olcyzk’s decision to sign with 
Turner. In fact, neither have spoken to Gretzky since the hiring as of 
Friday afternoon, but both were excited about what hiring the greatest 
player of all time meant for Turner’s NHL ambitions. 

“The first thing when you think about Turner, the first thing you think 
about is their NBA studio show,” Albert said. “Its unprecedented success 
that show has had, and I put it right up there with the Fox football 
pregame show … I think those two shows are the gold standard for 
sports television pregame shows. And Turner wants to make a big splash 
on the hockey side and hiring Wayne is the No. 1 step.” 

Albert got to know Gretzky during his final three playing seasons with the 
Rangers. It’s well documented that Gretzky was nervous about flying and 
would try to distract himself by coming up to the part of the Rangers 
charter where the broadcasters sat. 

“He would try to divert his brain and take his mind off the flight,” Albert 
said. “He and (John Davidson) would chat for 30 to 45 minutes, and the 
other broadcasters we were like flies on the wall. I’ll never forget, Wayne 
had an encyclopedic knowledge, even as a player, and they would start 
talking about the league, players, even other sports. I was amazed. I was 
thinking even back then, Wayne Gretzky could host a sports talk show if 
he wanted to.” 

Moore calling his shots 

Dominic Moore claims there’s no secret to picking overtime winners. 

“I don’t know, you’ve just got to go with your intuition,” Moore said. “I 
guess you could try to have some other method, but what else can you 
really say about that?” 

Intuition or something else, Moore has picked up recent social media 
fame for hitting on overtime winners as a studio analyst with NBC Sports. 
He’s on a hot streak right now, having picked three straight OT winners 
when asked during the intermission report. 

His picks of Joel Eriksson Ek, Josh Bailey and Kyle Connor all are solid 
offensive players (especially Connor, who had 26 goals in 56 games this 
year) but all didn’t lead their teams in scoring this past season. 

Moore, who has also been doing color commentary in-game for NBCSN, 
can’t help but laugh at how it’s blown up since the video was tweeted 
earlier this week. On Tuesday night, the NHL’s official Twitter account 
tweeted at him for an OT pick, which he didn’t see until later since he had 
already gone to bed. 

“I knew the kid was gonna be up at something like 6 a.m. and we had 
worked triple OT the night before,” Moore said. 

Moore, 40, is in his first year as a broadcaster and joined NBCSN before 
the start of this season, working select games during the regular season. 
In the playoffs, he’s had a mix of studio and color commentary roles, and 
right now the plan is for him to work as the color commentary for North 

Division second-round games between the Winnipeg Jets and either the 
Montreal Canadiens or Toronto Maple Leafs. 

“I don’t even know if I’m even having success, to be honest,” Moore said. 
“I guess it’s a good sign they haven’t kicked me off. I think what I was, 
was as a player I was versatile and had to prepare for everything, I think 
those things helped me look at the game from a different perspective 
because it wasn’t just one role.” 

Moore ended up on television as a residual effect of the annual table 
tennis tournament he hosts, called Smashfest, to raise funds for the Katie 
Moore and Steve Moore Foundations. Moore worked with NHL’s chief 
content officer Steve Mayer to promote digital content around the event 
during 2020, and it was at the suggestion of Mayer’s that Moore and 
NBC Sports connected for a potential role. 

Other TV dominoes 

It’s not been officially confirmed by Turner Sports, but Darren Pang and 
Keith Jones are also expected to join the broadcast for next season. 
Jones has been doing studio work for NBC Sports, while Pang is 
expected to continue doing work for both the St. Louis Blues and Turner 
Sports starting next season. 

ESPN’s rollout is still awaiting a lead play-by-play voice, although there 
are some internal candidates, including Steve Levy, while John Forslund 
is also considered a gold standard in the industry and is available for 
such a role, even with his duties as the Seattle Kraken play-by-play 
announcer. Remember, broadcasters doing local and national isn’t 
uncommon. 

ESPN has landed Ray Ferraro and Brian Boucher in analyst roles, while 
Leah Hextall is going to be part of the ESPN broadcast plans, likely as 
one of the go-to play-by-play voices. 

Both networks have approached or had conversations with on-air talent 
for ancillary studio or analyst work, including Kevin Weekes and Moore. 
One name that hasn’t come up so far, however, is Pierre McGuire, who 
at this point hasn’t been approached by either network for their national 
broadcasts. 

McGuire not landing a national gig would be mildly surprising, 
considering his fixture on NHL broadcasts since 2006 and the industry’s 
tendency to keep established voices in the mix. Even if he’s not on NHL 
broadcasts, McGuire could stick with NBC in a hockey role for the 2022 
Olympics. 

Odds and Ends 

• Sportico released its list of the world’s highest-paid athletes for 2021 
and, unsurprisingly, the NHL didn’t make an appearance in the top 100. 

The minimum bar to clear for inclusion on the list ended up being $26 
million, which is the estimated combined income for Toronto Raptors’ 
Kyle Lowry from his salary and endorsements. 

That leaves roughly a $10 million gap between Lowry and the NHL’s 
estimated top earner for 2021 in Auston Matthews. Matthews, according 
to Forbes, had an estimated income of $16 million from his Toronto 
Maple Leafs salary and endorsements, including his investment in 
Marsblade. 

• On Friday, the NHLPA announced how the $20 million playoff sum from 
the league would broken up, with the Stanley Cup Champion set to 
receive $5,781,250 to be split among the players. 

Presidents’ Trophy winner: $781,250 ($781,250 to one team) 

First-round losers: $3,125,000 ($390,625 each to eight teams) 

Second-round losers: $3,125,000 ($781,250 each to four teams) 

Third-round losers: $3,750,000 ($1,875,000 each to two teams) 

Stanley Cup Finalist: $3,437,500 ($3,437,500 to one team) 

Stanley Cup champions: $5,781,250 ($5,781,250 to one team) 
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Total: $20,000,000 

• It’s looking like ESPN will be the home for the expansion draft and NHL 
Draft this summer. 

It’s an unsurprising, but exciting, development for the league with the TV 
partner that has signed on for the A package in the next seven seasons. 

There’s also hope that ESPN will create more buzz around the NHL 
Draft, tackling some of the ideas used when covering the NFL and NBA 
drafts. That comes with cross-promotional elements, including the ESPN 
app, which may even include push notifications for respective picks. This 
isn’t groundbreaking, but still a major leap for the sport when you 
consider how ESPN had covered the draft in the past. 

Overall, there have been a handful of small, but notable developments 
for ESPN when it comes to promoting the sport since it signed on with 
the NHL. 

Currently, the IIHF World Championship games not shown by NHL 
Network are available on ESPN+ with the TSN stream. This is something 
that would have been viable in the past, but was never done and follows 
up ESPN+ streaming TSN’s NHL trade deadline show in 2021. More 
important, there’s seemingly been more of a push to get hockey into the 
first half of the show on SportsCenter. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens take Game 6 and momentum from Maple Leafs 
in front of home fans 

 

Eric Engels 

May 30, 2021, 1:41 AM 

 

MONTREAL — Jesperi Kotkaniemi was serenaded by real, live people, 
not canned noise coming out of a speaker. The stick he used to score the 
overtime goal that will send the Montreal Canadiens back to Toronto for 
Game 7 against the Maple Leafs was already holstered when he 
gestured to each section of the Bell Centre and received the sweet sound 
of jubilation from 2,500 fans in attendance. 

It felt like they held their collective breath from about the point T.J. Brodie 
tied the game 2-2 in the 17th minute of the third period to the second the 
shot that ended this game left Kotkaniemi’s stick and found its way 
through Zach Bogosian’s body and around Jack Campbell’s glove. But 
they made more of a difference than anyone could’ve imagined when it 
was announced Quebec’s COVID-19 restrictions would ease just enough 
to enable them to be at a game for the first time since Mar. 10, 2020. 

In reality, they had waited since April of 2017, when the Bell Centre had 
last hosted fans for a Stanley Cup Playoff game, and they wasted no 
time in having their presence felt. 

 “We heard them before the game,” said Canadiens captain Shea Weber. 
“Going out for the warmup, I had chills. Honestly, it felt like a lot more 
than 2,500 people. It was amazing. I can’t imagine what 20,000 people 
would be like right now, because that was electric.” 

It was emotional, too — not only when they were singing for Kotkaniemi 
instead of filing out of the building, but particularly when they belted out 
the national anthem accapella in both languages. You could feel every 
syllable. 

God keep our land glorious and free — out of the shackles of the 
pandemic, with our initial quarantine fading further into the recesses, with 

this experience a giant leap towards the life we enjoyed before this 
horrible uninvited guest broke into our homes, locked the doors and 
barred the windows. It was chilling to the bone as those words came out 
in beautiful harmony. 

And then the hockey game started, and what a hockey game it was. 

For 40 minutes, the Canadiens asserted themselves in a way they hadn’t 
at any other point over the first five games. Take what you saw in the first 
period of Thursday’s Game 5 — with Montreal scoring the first two goals 
early on — and it didn’t hold a candle to this. 

The Canadiens held a 21-15 edge in shots, they were up 44-30 in 
attempts, 29-18 in hits, and they had won 55 per cent of the faceoffs 
through the first 40 minutes. The scoring chances at even-strength read 
20-8 Montreal, but the score read 0-0. 

“I thought we deserved, really, maybe a little bit more than we got,” said 
Weber, “and we pushed but we just couldn’t score.” 

But they didn’t stop pushing in the third. And then the least likely thing of 
all happened: the Canadiens finally scored a power-play goal after 
whiffing on their first 15 opportunities of the series. 

Corey Perry, on the doorstep, cleaning up the garbage like he’s done so 
many times before over his Hall-of-Fame career. 

Tyler Toffoli was celebrating his first of the series after Maple Leafs 
coach Sheldon Keefe unsuccessfully challenged Perry’s goal for 
goaltender interference, and after Mitch Marner flipped a puck over the 
glass to give the Canadiens a 5-on-3 for 1:41 or less. 

It took 58 seconds of the discombobulated stuff the Canadiens’ power 
play has been made of, but Nick Suzuki found Toffoli in the slot and the 
fans rose to their feet and celebrated the 2-0 lead. 

It may not have been how he imagined it when he signed a four-year, 
$17-million contract in October, but it was something Toffoli will never 
forget. 

 “I dreamed of scoring in front of 20,000 fans, not 2,500,” he said, “but it 
was really cool. It was just a great experience. Huge game for us. 
Obviously, we needed to win, and we all came to play.” 

Yes, they did. Whether it was Jake Evans coming off an injury and 
skating over 23 minutes, or Kotkaniemi, who was scratched in Game 1 
and now leads the Canadiens with three goals in five games, everyone 
contributed. 

Carey Price made 41 saves. He made the 11 he faced before his team 
got a shot in overtime look easy. 

The tension in the building — on the ice and in the stands — rose 
significantly when Jason Spezza got Toronto on the board in the 12th 
minute of the third period. When Brodie scored 5:14 later, you could hear 
a pin drop. 

But the stress-level hit its crescendo in overtime, right before No. 15 
ended the game at the 15:15 mark. There was Price, cool as a 
cucumber, turning aside Alex Galchenyuk’s wrist shot from 17 feet away 
like it was nothing. 

“He was dialled tonight,” said Weber. “When he’s on and settling things 
down, I think it helps your group as a whole. He’s that backbone. He just 
keeps giving you chances.” 

This was a game because of the role Weber and partner Ben Chiarot 
played in it. Weber logged a team-high 37:07 over 36 shifts, and Chiarot 
played 35:20 over 37. 

Jeff Petry played close to 35 minutes and Joel Edmundson close to 29, 
and the four of them bashed every Maple Leaf in sight. 

They haven’t done it alone, but they’ve played a huge role in limiting 
Rocket Richard Trophy-winner Auston Matthews to just one goal and 
superstar line mate Marner to none in this series. 
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They’re an intimidating group. 

“I think they’re warriors,” said Kotkaniemi. “They’re doing the mean job. 
The mean men being tough out there.” 

The hits they didn’t throw had as much of an impact. 

This game turned when William Nylander, who’s been Toronto’s most 
dynamic forward, backed into Price and put the Canadiens on the power 
play at 5:16 of the third period. You couldn’t help but notice he'd lost his 
sense of where he was on the ice trying to avoid a hit from Chiarot. 

Nylander wasn’t the only one ducking them, and that’s something the 
Maple Leafs will need to address before Game 7. 

They’ll also need to figure out why they’ve had two opportunities to end 
this series with a single shot and have whiffed on them. They need to get 
to the bottom of why Marner looks like a shell of himself and why 
Matthews can’t find the right side of the post. 

It feels like the pressure of playoff failings past has bitten them, even if 
Keefe says it hasn’t. 

“I'm not worried about that,” said Keefe. “I don't think pressure is the 
issue here. It's just a matter of playing a hockey game where we've got to 
elevate our play.” 

The Canadiens feel they can do it, even without their fans behind them in 
Toronto. They’ve got momentum, a battle-tested and highly-experienced 
group, with four Stanley Cup winners in their lineup to Toronto’s one. 

And they are playing for more opportunities to do their thing in front of 
fans at the Bell Centre. The type who sing, dance, give you chills and 
even hold their breath from time to time. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 05.30.2021 

1214667 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Leafs, Canadiens reward fans' electric atmosphere with 
memorable game 

 

Chris Johnston 

May 30, 2021, 1:10 AM 

MONTREAL -- Mon dieu. 

That just felt different. 

To hear 2,500 people singing 'O Canada' in both official languages after 
14 months of quiet was to have something stirred deep within your soul. 
To see the referees audibly second-guessed and Carey Price feted with 
chants of “Carey! Carey!” and even to have a wave of tense silence wash 
over the early parts of a one-sided overtime period was to watch our 
sport come back to life. 

Remaining Time -2:09 

Undeniable impact from fans as they cheered on Canadiens in Game 6 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi restored joy by extending the Montreal Canadiens 
season and even that came with a strange realization: It’s almost 
inconceivable that Game 7 in this series against the Toronto Maple Leafs 
will be able to produce a scene which eclipses what went on inside the 
Bell Centre on Saturday night. 

This was more than a hockey game -- and it wound up being a hell of a 
hockey game. This was a tangible reminder that we’re inching ever 
closer to reclaiming some of the things we’ve missed most while the 
COVID-19 pandemic ground the country to a halt. 

Brendan Gallagher viewed it as a reward for Quebecers who endured an 
evening curfew that ran from early January through Friday night, lifted 
only after case counts were brought under control. The people can now 
visit a terrace, gather in small groups and cheer the Canadiens on in 
person. 

“I think the pandemic’s hit the people here as hard as anyone in our 
country and the people deserve this,” said Gallagher, a longtime Hab by 
way of Vancouver. “I think they were disciplined, they listened to what 
was being asked of ‘em.” 

Remaining Time -1:02 

Kotkaniemi says fans gave Canadiens the energy to force Game 7 

That’s the way this public-health crisis has been treated in basically all 
corners of the country. It’s been a grind. While the Maple Leafs and 
Winnipeg Jets are both eager to follow Montreal’s lead and open their 
doors again, they understand the need to remain patient. 

It will be authorities in Ontario and Toronto that signal when it’s safe to 
start socially distancing inside Scotiabank Arena, with the Leafs 
organization ready to pivot quickly if and when they get the green light. 

So far they’re not hearing much on that front. 

Remaining Time -4:40 

Future looks bright for Canadiens with young guns overtime heroics 

The Jets have prepared a return-to-venue plan and hope to eventually 
sort out how many fans might be allowed inside Bell MTS Place as part 
of discussions with the Manitoba government. However, that province 
extended its stay-at-home orders by another two weeks on Thursday, 
which means the hockey team might have to play into Round 3 before 
those conversations take place. 

The Canadiens were granted the ability to operate at roughly 10-per-cent 
capacity after formulating an extensive health and safety plan. Fans used 
10 different entry and exit points on Saturday and had their movements 
restricted on the concourse. You couldn’t go buy a beer and hot dog, 
either. 

And still, despite the spaced-out sections and no-frills experience, they 
got their money’s worth. Even those that set fire to their monthly budget 
and spent thousands on tickets from the resale market. 

There was an atmosphere before you walked through the doors. Fans 
were chanting on Avenue des Canadiens-de-Montréal three hours before 
puck drop and those brave enough to be strolling around in Leafs 
sweaters were playfully heckled. 

One young man held up a sign that read: “Sorry mom, I sold my little 
brother to be here.” 

Remaining Time -2:17 

Weber credits the character on Canadiens for overtime win 

As puck drop drew closer, heart rates picked up. 

The North Division teams did a marvellous job these last few months of 
grinding through a 56-game regular season in empty arenas -- 
particularly while watching highlights of more lively games south of the 
border each night -- but you were reminded of how inferior the sanitized 
product was as soon as the hum returned. 

There was a “Go Habs Go!” chant before warmups began and a hearty 
round of boos when the Leafs first hit the ice. That gave way to a roar 
when Price led the Canadiens out. 

“We could hear ‘em before the game and going out for warmups. I had 
chills again,” said Montreal captain Shea Weber. “Honestly it was 
unbelievable. It felt like a lot more than 2,500 people, it was amazing. I 
can’t imagine what 20,000 people would be like right now because that 
was electric for that amount.” 
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Even the Leafs, fresh off a loss bound to set off a 48-hour firestorm back 
home, came away impressed. Jack Campbell said “they made the most 
of 2,500 people.” Auston Matthews said “we haven’t seen fans in over a 
year so it definitely brings a different dynamic.” 

Remaining Time -3:51 

Keefe not concerned about pressure on Maple Leafs in Game 7 

It was difficult to tell if Kotkaniemi was more excited about his overtime 
winner or the environment that produced it. He conflated the two during a 
post-game interview spilling over with glee 

“We’ve all been waiting this whole year and finally we’re here,” said 
Kotkaniemi. 

The pandemic has affected people differently, but we’ve all been granted 
an extra heap of perspective. Back in March 2020, could you ever 
imagine a coach like Sheldon Keefe saying that getting fans back into the 
arena was even more significant than a game where his team had a 
chance to clinch a playoff series for the first time in 17 years? 

“It’s actually something I’ve been thinking about,” said Keefe. “It’s less 
about the game and our sport and the playoffs and all of that, but more 
just about some progress being made in the country.” 

Years ago another hockey coach, Andy Murray, summed up our 
attachment to this sport by claiming that Canadians have a deeper 
emotional well when it comes to hockey than those in any other country 
in the world. 

We’ve all dug deep here. 

And on Saturday night in this hockey cathedral, we collectively returned 
to the well. It was glorious. 
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Sportsnet.ca / In Game 7, Leafs will confront both Canadiens and ghost 
of playoffs past 

 

Luke Fox 

xMay 30, 2021, 2:00 AM 

 

Pucker factor. 

That’s the military term for it. 

How do you respond under duress? When the stakes are higher than the 
resale prices for the first fan-attended Canadian hockey game in 14-plus 
months? When history and past trauma and 2,500 Olé, Olé, Olés are 
cracking your amour if not your psyche? 

In and outside of the club’s bubble, much has been made of the 2021 
Toronto Maple Leafs’ improved consistency, their sturdy leadership, and 
matured poise. 

According to plan, they thrived in a dominant regular-season, essentially 
running Canada wire-to-wire, busting records and swiping trophies and 
elevating hopes. 

They splurged like a quarantined customer riding an Amazon Prime free 
trial at the trade deadline. 

They seized a 3-1 series lead over the seemingly outmatched 16th-seed 
Montreal Canadiens without aid of their fallen captain. 

They’ve had two cracks to show “killer instinct” instead of saying it. 

They had the ghost trapped in their proton beams… and crossed the 
streams. 

So. Here we are again, for a seventh time, with a rich and talented core 
that has now fallen to 0-and-6 in opportunities to eliminate a post-season 
opponent. 

 “The games have gotten harder. Montreal has played better, and we 
haven’t dealt with it well,” Sheldon Keefe said following Saturday’s 3-2 
Game 6 overtime loss. 

Putting forth a face of composure, the Maple Leafs coach looked like a 
driver whose 18-wheeler is still on the road — but the treads are wearing 
thin. 

Yes, the Maple Leafs will be battling a zoned-in Carey Price, a giddy 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi and the cross-checks of Shea Weber in Game 7. 

But, like it or not, they’ll also be fighting the spectre of all those failures in 
TD Garden and the bubble. 

“I’m not worried about that, no,” Keefe said. “I don’t think pressure is an 
issue here. I think it’s just a matter of playing a hockey game where 
we’ve got to elevate our play. 

“We’re not focused on any of the other things that, frankly, are irrelevant 
in this moment for our team.” 

What will be extremely relevant is how the Maple Leafs start at 7 p.m. on 
Monday and whether all those good habits to earn home ice were worth 
anything. 

Toronto dug itself deficits of 0-3 in Game 5 and 0-2 in Game 6. 

The latter was a game 2020 Cup champ Zach Bogosian said they had to 
treat like a Game 7. Let’s hope not, for Leafs’ sake. They were out-
chanced 21-6 in Period 1 and lucky to escape the first 20 minutes tied 0-
0. 

Let’s be clear: the Canadiens deserve full marks for their role in the 
puckering. 

So, how does one explain such disengaged starts in such important 
games? 

“Can’t. It’s unacceptable here this time of year, obviously,” said Nick 
Foligno, after his return to the lineup. “It’s learning from that and 
understanding our starts are critical against this team. It gives them all 
the momentum.” 

Remaining Time -0:59 

Foligno after loss: ‘It’s unacceptable at this time of year’ 

On this night, Montreal built its lead with a trademark-ugly Corey Perry 
paint-crashing goal that triggered a series of unfortunate events. One 
problem became three. 

Keefe failed on a long-shot goalie-interference challenge. He’d hoped 
Tyler Toffoli impeded Jack Campbell’s ability to gain position during the 
crease scramble and the scoreboard would be wiped clean. 

“We weren’t really sure how that one would go, but thought, given what 
was happening in the game with the significance of the goal, thought in 
the moment that it was worthy of a challenge and having confidence in 
our penalty kill if we needed to get it done, like it has all series for us,” 
Keefe explained. 

Killing the bench’s delay-of-game minor, an unhurried Mitch Marner 
threw the puck over the glass, triggering a juicy 5-on-3 power play. Toffoli 
doubled the lead in short order. 

“Dumb play,” Marner admitted. 

Keefe provided this curt assessment of his top line: “They worked really 
hard. Obviously, they didn't get enough done.” 

Remaining Time -1:21 
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Matthews ready to ‘rewrite script’ for Maple Leafs heading into Game 7 

Sure, there is some solace in responding strong with Jake Muzzin (lower-
body) departing early, in getting deep-cut contributions from Jason 
Spezza and T.J. Brodie, and in rallying late to force overtime. 

But when the margins for error are so slim, tough-luck shooting 
percentages (Auston Matthews: 3.1; Marner: 0) don’t have time to crawl 
back to the norm. 

Daggers flash out of the dark, and it’s over before you know it. 

In Game 5, the OT winner was sprung off a brutal high-zone turnover by 
Alex Galchenyuk, who’d had a fabulous rebound season and was a 
difference-maker in Game 3. 

In Game 6, it was Travis Dermott, who had been virtually mistake-free in 
his two series appearances, mishandling the puck in his own zone. 

To think: Toronto had generated the first eight shots of the fourth period 
and steered every chunk of rubber away from Campbell through OT’s 
first 11 minutes. 

One Dermott fumble, one Bogosian screen, and one opportunistic 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi later, and the Canadiens accomplished something 
never seen before. They became the first team in NHL history to 
surrender multi-goal, third-period leads in consecutive games while 
facing elimination, and win each of them. 

“It’s an unbelievable feeling, especially with all the fans that are here,” 
hero Kotkaniemi said. 

Remaining Time -2:25 

Gotta See It: Kotkaniemi scores in overtime to send series to Game 7 

The Maple Leafs will get you down, but not out. 

Yet. 

“It's a game of inches out there in overtime to obviously end the game, 
and we couldn't get it done,” said Matthews, seeing each of his game-
high seven shots die on Price. “We'd like to see those pucks go in. But 
we're just going to keep shooting and keep fighting and keep working to 
help the team win.” 

Over the post-loss Zoom calls, the veteran Foligno sounded like the only 
Leaf unburdened by the ghosts. 

The new guy has lived what it takes to be on the happy side of a do-or-
die playoff game. 

He sounded optimistic, downright unpuckered. 

"These guys care. You see in that room. You feel it. We have a great 
opportunity in front of us,” Foligno said. 

“In a Game 7, you rise the occasion because you're in the moment, and 
you know there may not be tomorrow. You look around that room and the 
guys on our team that have the abilities that they have — I feel real 
confident with their mindset being that way. 

“And don't worry about what the fans are saying. It doesn't matter. 

“This happens for a reason. Sometimes this is what catapults you. It's 
hard for the fan base to hear right now, but we're going to come and have 
the mindset that we're going to win a hockey game.” 

Is it Monday yet? 
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Sportsnet.ca / With style and substance, Pastrnak delivers in Bruins' 
series-opening win 

 

MacIntyre 

May 30, 2021, 1:17 AM 

 

He came dressed like a shower curtain, then washed away the New York 
Islanders. 

David Pastrnak’s flamboyant arena entrance on Saturday was somehow 
exceeded by his audacious performance as the fashionista scored three 
times to drive the Boston Bruins to a 5-2 victory in Game 1 of the 
National Hockey League’s East Division final. 

The 25-year-old winger’s hat-trick goal with 4:10 remaining was the most 
poignant moment on a memorable night for hockey, as the TD Garden 
was filled with fans for the first time since the coronavirus erupted 15 
months ago. 

There was a lot of built-up hat inventory for the 17,400 fans to unload 
when Pastrnak cut to the middle of the ice on a two-on-two, used 
teammate Taylor Hall’s moving pick and wristed in his fifth goal in three 
playoff games. 

“I was trying to enjoy the moment, looking around the crowd,” Boston 
coach Bruce Cassidy told reporters on Zoom. “It's been a long time since 
we had a full house here at the Garden. Obviously, we want to play well 
for the group and for each other, but also for the fans that have continued 
to support us and came out tonight. I think it was just a good moment to 
look around and see a lot of joy.” 

The downpour of ball caps on the ice was only the second-biggest 
fashion statement of the night after the Bruins tweeted out a photo of 
Pastrnak arriving for work in a tighty-whitey suit boldly detailed with navy 
blue foliage lifted from an English country garden: vines and flowers and 
birds. 

If it’s true that you dress how you feel, the suit should have been a 
warning to the Islanders because when a player as supremely skilled as 
Pastrnak is feeling that confident, he’s capable of anything. 

“It's more like motivation, right?” the Czech said of his suit selection, 
which was topped by a wide-brimmed black hat. “You need to play good. 
I like fashion. The thing I'm going to say is it's a boring one today that I 
decided (to wear), compared to what I was going to wear. I still have a 
couple of crazy ones in the closet. Hopefully, I'm bold enough to wear 
them. I love fashion, and as long as I feel good, I don't really care what 
other people think.” 

We think he looked pretty awesome, even in his work clothes. 

Stream the Stanley Cup Playoffs with Sportsnet NOW 

Livestream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, blackout-free. Plus 
get the NHL Draft, Free Agency, Blue Jays & MLB, NBA Playoffs 
matchups and more. 

Coached by Barry Trotz and managed by Lou Lamoriello, nobody 
embodies “team” like the Islanders do. They’ll have more games to prove 
they’re the best team in this series. But at the top of the lineups, the 
Bruins indisputably have the best players. And they were the difference 
in Game 1. 

Pastrnak and linemates Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand combined 
for six points and 19 shots -- that’s on-goal, not attempts (18 Islanders 
skaters combined for six points and 22 shots). But Boston’s second line 
was also excellent, with David Krejci’s three assists including a gift 
empty-netter for Hall. 
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And the Bruins’ outstanding young defenceman, Charlie McAvoy, broke a 
2-2 tie at 6:20 of the third period with a one-timer from the point through 
Nick Ritchie’s screen. 

“I thought our forwards played great tonight,” McAvoy said. “I thought 
they attacked with tons of pace and our skill was on display. Lots of great 
chances and looks. When we're moving like that, when we're attacking 
and using each other, I think oftentimes we're able to carry the 
momentum of the game.” 

It’s difficult to identify a weakness in the New York lineup, but also hard 
to find a game-breaker to match Pastrnak, Bergeron or Marchand. 
Islander Mat Barzal had another quiet night and has no goals and three 
assists in seven playoff games. 

Hats rain down in Boston after Pastrnak completes hat-trick against 
Islanders 

Hall of Fame company 

Here’s how special Pastrnak is: his second Stanley Cup playoff hat trick 
leaves him in Bruins’ history behind only Phil Esposito (four), Johnny 
Bucyk and Cam Neely (three each). 

“It felt like 22 players playing their first NHL game, you know?” Pastrnak 
said of playing in front of a full house and full-throated crowd. “Everybody 
looking around and so many people. It's a different sport with them in the 
building. Definitely kind of warms your heart and kind of reminds you why 
you play this sport.” 

Getting to the goalie 

The loss was hardly the fault of New York goalie Ilya Sorokin, whose 
team was outshot 40-22. But the 25-year-old Russian rookie, who 
replaced starter Semyon Varlamov during the Islanders’ first-round win 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins, looked vulnerable after entering the 
game with a 4-0 playoff record and .943 save rate. 

Varlamov struggled to locate several pucks lying around him and spring-
loaded rebounds all game, including on Pastrnak’s second goal that 
made it 2-1 in the second period. 

The Bruins just knocked down the goalie the Islanders were riding. 

McAvoy hammers point shot to give Bruins lead over Islanders 

(Over) rating Taylor Hall 

Picked up on discount from the Buffalo Sabres at the trade deadline, the 
29-year-old Hall, who had never won a full playoff series until Boston 
eliminated the Washington Capitals last week, has four points in six post-
season games for the Bruins. 

With five shots on target and three other misses from excellent shooting 
positions, Hall could have matched Pastrnak’s hat trick on Saturday but 
instead settled for one empty-net point. Kind of the story of his career so 
far – except Hall actually has only seven goals in 20 playoff games. 

But as a complementary player, like a Phil Kessel to the Penguins’ 
Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin, Hall is positioned to succeed on a 
strong team that isn’t asking him to be the go-to guy. His line with Krejci 
looked excellent, although its third member, Craig Smith, left the game 
with a lower-body injury after a hit from Cal Clutterbuck. 

Game 2 of the series is Monday in Boston. 
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Foligno a GTD for Leafs in Game 6 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

After missing the the last three games with a lower-body injury, Nick 
Foligno joined the Leafs at the morning skate. He took reps as the 
second-line centre skating between Alex Galchenyuk and William 
Nylander. The 33-year-old didn't look entirely comfortable and was 
spotted shaking out his right leg a couple of times. He also smacked the 
boards with his stick at one point in apparent frustration.  

"Nick will be a game-time decision," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "He's an 
important player for us, for sure, and getting him back would be a boost, 
but his status will be determined later tonight." 

Foligno was a key figure in the bubble last year as the Columbus Blue 
Jackets eliminated the Leafs. In fact, it was his empty-net goal that 
sealed the Game 5 win. Now, Foligno may get a chance to help the Leafs 
get over the hump and win the franchise's first series in 17 years.  

"He's got the playoff experience," noted winger Mitch Marner. "He knows 
what it takes to win and knows what it takes to finish out these series ... if 
he can go we're very excited to have him." 

"It'd be big," agreed defenceman T.J. Brodie. "He brings a lot of 
experience and he's a playoff guy. The way he plays, the physicalness, 
the way he gets on the forecheck and down low, it's what playoff hockey 
is." 

If Foligno is able to play, Alex Kerfoot will move to the third line, Pierre 
Engvall will drop to the fourth line and Adam Brooks will be the odd man 
out.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Foligno skates on second line; will be game-time 
decision 

Nick Foligno took the morning skate back on the second line for the 
Maple Leafs, however he did look a bit uncomfortable at times and will 
still be a game-time decision. Mark Masters has more on the Leafs as 
they prepare for Game 6. 

Galchenyuk's turnover gifted the Canadiens the overtime goal in Game 5. 
Keefe spoke to the 27-year-old to make sure he isn't letting the mistake 
impact his confidence.  

"It is a difficult one to overcome and it would hit any player hard," Keefe 
acknowledged. "It's really important you don't let one play define you as a 
player and I think, as we look at the big picture, he's done a lot of good 
things. In fact, he was a major difference maker for us in Game 4. He's 
played really well as he's come in and taken part in this series. So, he's 
got lots of reasons to just push past that one and just be himself here 
tonight." 

Keefe said the same message applies to the entire team.  

"We just have to go out here today and be who we are," the coach 
stressed. "We've played a lot of games this season and, just like we  
talked about with Galchenyuk, you look at what you've done to get to this 
point and the big picture and the grand scheme and that gives us 
confidence." 

Keefe has faith Galchenyuk will bounce back from OT error 

After coughing up a turnover that led to the overtime game-winning goal, 
Sheldon Keefe says he's not worried about Alex Galchenyuk and one 
mistake doesn't speak to his body of work in the playoffs. 

Rasmus Sandin won't get a shot at redemption. At least not tonight. The 
21-year-old defenceman will be a healthy scratch after committing a pair 
of costly turnovers in Game 5. Travis Dermott will take his spot on the 
third pair alongside Zach Bogosian.  

"Rasmus is coming off of a tough night and I just felt here today that 
going with Derms would be the right move," Keefe said. "It gives Rasmus 
a little bit more time to settle in ... Dermott played a good game for us the 
other night when we put him in." 
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Dermott produced a quietly effective performance in logging 13 minutes 
during Toronto's Game 4 shutout. He played most of the season with  
Bogosian so there's plenty of built-in chemistry.  

What stands out about Dermott?  

"Just his poise with the puck," said Brodie. "His ability to make plays 
under pressure, especially on the break out ... For a guy his age, that’s a 
great asset."  

The 24-year-old Dermott dressed in all 19 of Toronto's playoff games 
during the last three seasons.  

Sandin will sit after rough Game 5; Dermott draws in for Leafs 

Sheldon Keefe reveals that Travis Dermott will draw into the lineup 
tonight for Game 6, after Rasmus Sandin had a 'rough game' in their 
overtime loss. 

Marner is still looking for his first goal of the series. Linemate Auston 
Matthews has just one goal.  

"We've had a lot of great chances," Marner said. "We've been around the 
net and eventually one's going to go in. So, I think the frustration level, 
we're keeping it low ... tonight, we got to try and bear down a little bit 
more. We've played a pretty good series so far just defensively-wise and 
playing smart with the puck and not giving a whole lot up in our D-zone." 

The Leafs top line has outscored the Canadiens 3-0 in five-on-five play 
during the series.  

Marner was hooting and hollering like his usual self at Toronto's morning 
skate.  

"I don't think our mood ever really changes," he said. "It's the same 
always. Everyone's always happy, looking at the bright side and making 
sure we're focused." 

Tonight's game will be the first time the Leafs have played in front of a 
live crowd since the pandemic began as 2,500 fans will be allowed into 
the Bell Centre.  

"I'm sure there will be some blue and white in there as well," Marner said. 
"I don't think it does anything different for us. It's the same mindset. We 
want to make sure we finish out a team. It will bring some energy to their 
team, but I'm sure it'll bring some to ours too. It'll be fun to play in front of 
people again and hearing people actually cheer so we're excited for it as 
well." 

Marner keeping frustration level low as Leafs top line looks to break out 

Mitch Marner says their line's frustration levels have been low because 
they're still generating chances against the Canadiens, they just don't 
have a lot to show for. He's hoping tonight they can hunker down and find 
the back of the net. 

Lines at Leafs morning skate:  

F 

Hyman - Matthews - Marner 

Galchenyuk - Foligno - Nylander 

Mikheyev - Kerfoot - Simmonds 

Thornton - Engvall - Spezza  

D 

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl 

Dermott - Bogosian  

G 

Campbell starts   

Andersen 
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TSN.CA / Leafs want to make sure series ends in Game 6 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO – The Maple Leafs failed to eliminate the Montreal 
Canadiens once already this postseason. And once was plenty.  

Toronto could have sent the Canadiens packing from their first-round 
playoff series with a win in Thursday’s Game 5. Instead, the Leafs had to 
claw their way back from a three-goal deficit that forced overtime, only to 
lose less than a minute in off one brutally self-inflicted mistake.  

So the Leafs returned to Montreal for Saturday’s Game 6, with another 
shot at winning the series and making the franchise’s first visit to the 
second round since 2004.  

“We want to make sure this ends tonight,” Mitch Marner said following 
the Leafs’ morning skate on Saturday. “Last game wasn't our best at all. 
Everyone is aware of that; we know we've got to do better. We expect a 
lot better from ourselves, especially in those opportunities and those 
moments. Tonight is another great opportunity to show how good of a 
team we are and really finish this out.” 

The Leafs’ performance through that 4-3 overtime loss in Game 5 was 
their worst of the postseason, marred by costly turnovers and poor 
defensive zone execution. Toronto was down 3-0 early in the second 
period before responding with three unanswered goals (including two 
from Jake Muzzin) that had Montreal on the brink of heading home in 
sudden death overtime.  

But it was the Leafs’ own miscue that was deadly. In the opening 
seconds of overtime, Alex Galchenyuk send a blind pass off the boards 
and right onto the stick of Nick Suzuki. That sent Suzuki into a two-on-
none breakaway with Cole Caufield, and ended in Suzuki’s game-
winning goal just 59 seconds into the extra frame.  

That painful end was tough for the Leafs to swallow, and could potentially 
derail Galchenyuk’s terrific postseason to date. After being a healthy 
scratch in Game 1, the 27-year-old roared back in Toronto’s next four 
games with a goal and three assists.  

That ties Galchenyuk for third-most points among Leafs this postseason, 
even with the missed action early. Head coach Sheldon Keefe made sure 
in the aftermath of Game 5 to let Galchenyuk know how valuable his 
overall contributions have been.  

“It is a difficult [mistake] to overcome and it would hit any player hard,” 
Keefe said of Galchenyuk’s turnover. "But it's really important you don't 
let one play define you as a player and as we look at the big picture, he's 
done a lot of really good things. He was a major difference-maker for us 
[in a three-point performance] in Game 4. It should give him the 
confidence to come back here today, and recover from a mistake like 
that.” 

The same could be said of Keefe’s entire team. While falling behind in 
Game 5 was concerning, the Leafs also managed to fight their way back 
and be in position to win. And if not for one poor decision by Galchenyuk, 
the outcome could have been in the Leafs’ favour.  

Still, Montreal did its job by capitalizing on Toronto’s many errors. They 
won’t hesitate to do so again, and the Leafs can’t afford to tempt fate with 
another poor start.  
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“The fact we were able to find our way back into [Game 5] despite not 
playing at our best helps our confidence here coming in today,” said 
Keefe. “But at the same time, we know Montreal showed that they're not 
going to go easily and they're going to make it really difficult on us and 
today is going to be more of that. We’ve got to play our way through their 
pressure and their speed and look to establish our game earlier than we 
did the other night.” 

Keefe is also prepared to make a couple lineup changes. Rasmus 
Sandin is coming off an awful Game 5, where the rookie was minus-two 
from a couple brutal defensive zone gaffs. For Game 6, it’ll be Travis 
Dermott stepping back onto the Leafs’ third pairing with Zach Bogosian. 
Dermott has been a healthy scratch in all but Game 4 of this series, and 
Keefe liked when he saw from his defenceman that night.  

“Derms played a good game for us the other night, and Rasmus is 
coming off of a tough night and we just felt that going with Derms would 
be the right move for us,” said Keefe. “It gives Rasmus a little bit more 
time to settle in. There's a combination of both learning from the previous 
game and then gaining a little extra experience as he's making his way 
through his first playoff series in the NHL.” 

There’s also the potential for Nick Foligno to return. Toronto’s prized 
trade deadline acquisition has been sidelined for the last three games 
with a lower-body injury. He took the team’s morning skate Saturday on a 
line with Galchenyuk and Nylander, but was visibly grimacing at times 
and didn’t look entirely comfortable.  

Keefe said Foligno remains a game-time decision. Adam Brooks, who 
was dressed as an extra for the skate, didn’t remain out with the other 
projected scratches for additional work following the session, indicating 
he’s most likely to draw in if Foligno isn’t available.  

Whoever is dressed for the Leafs better be prepared to execute. Keefe 
said he’s emphasized to the group how well they played in Games 2-4 
(when Toronto outscored Montreal 11-2), and that one bad blip doesn’t 
change who the Leafs are at their core.  

“The guys have confidence in themselves and their ability and we just 
have to go out here today and be who we are,” said Keefe. “You look at 
what you've done to get to this point in the big picture and that gives us 
confidence to be able to go out and play a good game here tonight and 
finish this series off.” 
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