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Nedeljkovic, so good so far for the Hurricanes, wavers on the winner  

By Luke DeCock  

Even on a Tuesday in January, it would have been a brutal 
goal at the end of a discouraging play.  

It started when Jani Hakanpaa couldn’t get the puck out of 
the zone. Barclay Goodrow skated down the left wing, cut 
inside and was forced back outside by Brady Skjei, then took 
a speculative shot from just above the goal line, harmlessly 
you might even say, from Alex Nedeljkovic’s right. 

Nedeljkovic, so good for the Carolina Hurricanes in the 
playoffs, had a good look and scrambled toward the post but 
left a gap between his right pad and the post along the ice. 
Goodrow’s shot caromed off the pad and somehow went in. 
Short side. Tight angle. Near post. 

Back-breaking in the middle of the season. At this moment, 
with seven minutes to go in a playoff game, at home, the first 
of a new round against the defending champs, it’s a potential 
series-breaker. 

The Hurricanes had scrapped and scraped for everything 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning on Sunday, nothing coming 
easy — not that it has for this team even in the best of times 
— playing from behind and tying the score early in the third. 
And then the Lightning got as easy a goal as you’ll ever see 
with seven minutes to go for the 2-1 game-winner in front of 
the largest crowd yet at PNC Arena, the Hurricanes’ first loss 
at home this postseason. 

The Hurricanes have prided themselves on their resilience, 
but this will be as difficult to recover from, in its own way, as 
either double overtime loss. 

“It’s tough. Tough for everybody,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “It’s no use hiding it. It’s a no-good goal. A 
bad goal. He’s going to admit it. It happens. He made a lot of 
good saves tonight, too. That’s part of it. We’ll bounce back 
and he’ll bounce back. We’ve got to score more than one to 
win anyway. That’s the way I look at it. We had our chances. 
We’ve got to make it tougher for them.” 

Nedeljkovic made some huge saves and only gave up two 
goals, the first on a deflection against Tampa Bay’s potent 
power play, but the other was just awful. One too many 
under any circumstances. It’s not something that’s been an 
issue in the playoffs. 

There was the one goal in Game 4 in Nashville, when 
Nedeljkovic jumped to play the puck and missed it, but for 
the most part he’s been a rock, a constant, utterly reliable 
and consistently composed during a postseason when the 
Hurricanes quietly have not gotten enough production — and 
Brind’Amour’s quiet frustration is starting to show as he 
shuffles his lines — from several key players. 

That includes Andrei Svechnikov, Teuvo Teravainen and 
Nino Niederreiter before he was injured in practice Saturday 
and went from probable for Sunday to “very, very doubtful” 
for the series in the space of 32 hours. Vincent Trocheck has 
been flying around, but only has three points to show for it. If 
the Hurricanes were getting more from some of their big 
guns, maybe Nedeljkovic’s howler wouldn’t have been so 
magnified. 

It also doesn’t help that the guy at the other end of the ice 
has never made a habit of handing out freebies. Andrei 
Vasilevskiy was as good as expected, screened by Jesper 
Fast on Jake Bean’s power-play goal to start the first period, 
and prone to giving up juicy rebounds the Hurricanes 
couldn’t convert, but otherwise seamless. His excellence 
leaves no margin for error, so when a goal like that goes in at 
the other end, the stakes are exponentially higher. 

“Plays get magnified so much in the playoffs,” Hurricanes 
forward Jordan Martinook said. “The further you go the more 
and more each little play matters. I think we might have had 
a couple tonight that we’re trying to do the right thing but it’s 
just where it might not go — we need it to go five feet more, 
10 feet more. But it’s little fixes. Everybody’s trying their 
hardest out there, everybody’s putting 100 percent effort 
out.” 

This one game, that one goal, won’t shake the Hurricanes’ 
confidence in Nedeljkovic, earned the hard way during the 
Nashville series, but it does make their task more difficult 
against the Lightning. They did a lot of things right Sunday 
but couldn’t capitalize, and there’s no question as a team — 
and especially some individuals — they have more to give. 

That’s true across the board, but especially in net. The 
Hurricanes don’t necessarily have to win the goaltending 
battle. But they certainly can’t lose it like this.
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Canes fans raise over $9,000 for 12-year-old ‘good luck ambassador’ and other kids  

By Julian Shen-Berro  

As the Carolina Hurricanes face off against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in their playoff series this week, they may have the 
luck of a young super fan on their side. 

Emma Izzo, a 12-year-old girl with Down syndrome, has 
been dubbed the team’s “good luck ambassador” by other 
fans. 

Before Sunday’s game, the Canes had yet to lose a game 
that she has attended, and in the past week, fans have 
raised nearly $10,000 for season tickets for her and her 
family. 

Crystal Speeks-Strohecker, the organizer of the fundraiser, 
said the response has been so overwhelming that they’re 
now hoping to help other children with disabilities attend 
future games. 

“I’m not an emotional person. I don’t normally cry,” she said. 
“But I’ve probably cried at least six times in the past three 
days, because people really seem to be showing the right 
side of humanity, that sometimes we forget exists.” 

‘We take care of our own.’ 

Speeks-Strohecker said she had never spoken to the Izzo 
family before starting the fundraiser, but saw a post in a 
Facebook fan group about Emma being the team’s “good 
luck charm.” In the comments, someone had suggested the 
Canes give them season tickets. 

“I jokingly said, ‘Man, screw that. We’re all family at this 
point. We’ll do it ourselves,’” she said. “We take care of our 
own.” 

As of Saturday, just three days after she posted about it on 
Twitter, Speeks-Strohecker said nearly 200 people had 
donated to the cause, raising more than $9,600. 

“To me, it shouldn’t even be a question of how can this 
organization jump in and help,” she said. “If they can, that’s 
awesome, but that’s not their responsibility. To me, that’s 
your family and that’s your friends’ responsibility.” 

At a press conference on Friday, Canes General Manager 
Don Waddell said the response from fans has been 
“remarkable.” 

“Nothing surprises me with these Caniacs,” he said. “The 
way that our fans have stepped up for different causes, and 
in particular this one, is remarkable.” 

A friend in the rink 

“I was speechless in the beginning,” said Tina Izzo, Emma’s 
mother. “And what is developing keeps leaving me 
speechless.” 

Izzo, a Raleigh native, said she and her husband have been 
fans of the Canes since the franchise first came to North 
Carolina in 1997. They have since moved to New Bern, but 
still head out to games when they are able to. 

For Emma, her love of the Canes began with an interaction 
she shared with forward Jordan Martinook, who waved to her 
through the glass at her first game in 2019.  

“It was so genuine and sincere,” Izzo said. “Emma can pick 
up on stuff like that, and from that moment on she called him 
her ‘buddy.’” 

Since then, Izzo said Emma has learned more about the 
other players, and become an even bigger fan of the team. 

“She just loves the team,” Izzo said. “It is the only type of 
sport whatsoever she is interested in watching.” 

In April, the family made it to their first game since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began, she said. When Martinook 
spotted Emma in the crowd, he gifted her his hockey stick. 

“To her, it becomes more of, ‘Oh, this isn’t just, we go sit and 
watch somebody play. This is a person, this is a team, that 
likes me being here,’” she said. “For her to feel like she’s 
being noticed, it just puts it on a personal level for her.” 

‘Beyond just getting to a hockey game.’ 

The initial goal was $6,300 — enough to get Emma and her 
family season tickets for next season. But now, Speeks-
Strohecker and Izzo hope that the money will help other 
families of children with disabilities get to the arena. 

Izzo said that when Emma and the family can’t make it out to 
a game, they’ll try to give their tickets to another family. 

“Especially, a lot of families with special needs children, it’s 
something that’s out of reach financially,” she said. “If I can 
make another child that may have challenges just smile and 
have a good night, that’s going to be the best thing to come 
out of all of this.”  

Speeks-Strohecker said that though the first goal has been 
reached, they are still taking further donations. The goal now, 
she said, is to bring one family with a child with a disability to 
every home game in the fall season. 

“I feel like we could pull this off,” she said. “And assuming we 
do, I don’t see any reason why it should stop. This can be 
something that we do forever. The need is always there, so 
why stop now?” 

Izzo said Emma is extremely grateful for the support that 
fans have shown to her and her family, and that she will be 
releasing her own thank-you message in the near future. 

And for now, she’ll be attending every home game — 
including Sunday’s first match against the Lightning — as the 
Canes continue their playoffs run.  

“It’s moved beyond just getting to a hockey game — the fact 
that people see Emma as a special child, and have accepted 
her like they have, is something that is priceless,” Izzo said. 
“It’s really touched our hearts more than we could ever say.”
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Hurricanes, Lightning battle to the final seconds in Game 1 of the second round  

By Chip Alexander  

This was the way hockey is supposed to look, especially 
playoff hockey.  

Two teams pushing the pace. Hard play, but no cheap shots. 
Good goaltending. Strong work on special teams. Intense for 
60 minutes. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Tampa Bay Lightning supplied 
plenty of that Sunday in Game 1 of their second-round 
playoff series at PNC Arena, the Lightning emerging with a 
2-1 victory. 

Barclay Goodrow’s goal at 12:39 of the third period, on a 
shot that beat Alex Nedeljkovic to the short side, gave the 
Lightning the 2-1 lead and proved to be the difference.  

“I think we were fine,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “We worked hard. We just made some mental errors. 
Our execution can be better on some things. It was a pretty 
good game for us. Tough way to end it, but I felt like were 
OK.” 

The Lightning scored the first goal of the series on a Brayden 
Point power-play score in the second period. The Canes tied 
it 1-1 with a power-play strike by defenseman Jake Bean 
early in the third. 

Bean’s score, on a shot from the point, came just as it 
appeared Tampa Bay goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy was going to 
completely stifle the Canes. With a crowd of 16,000 
becoming antsy with each Vasilesvkiy save, Bean had 
Canes fans standing and roaring, 

But Goodrow’s score lowered the volume. The forward 
played one game in the opening round against Florida and 
the goal was his fourth career playoff score in 49 games.  

“They’re a good team. We’re a good team too,” Bean said. 
“They might have managed it better than us tonight in some 
scenarios, and we might have been better in some. We know 
we have another level. We knew this wasn’t going to come 
without any kind of adversity.” 

Game 2 of the series will be Tuesday at PNC Arena. 

The Canes carried over power-play time into the third period, 
then turned it into a tying goal by Bean. 

Bean unleashed a shot through traffic from the point, with 
Jesper Fast in front of the net, to finally get the puck past 
Andrei Vasilevskiy at 1:41 of the third for a 1-1 tie. 

“He’s the best goalie in the league,” Canes forward Jordan 
Martinook said. “We’ve got to get in front of him and make it 
hard on him. You look at the goal we scored, it was a good 
net front. I think we can get there a little more.” 

Tampa Bay’s Blake Coleman was called for tripping 
Martinook with 13 seconds left in the second period. The 
Canes had difficult time setting up early in the third before 
Bean found a lane and got off his shot for his first career 
playoff goal — Andrei Svechnikov and Fast with the assists. 

Updates from earlier in the game: 

Second period: Tampa Bay leads 1-0 

The Canes said a top priority against Tampa Bay was 
staying out of the penalty box. The Canes’ first penalty of the 
series resulted in the Lightning’s first goal of the series and a 
1-0 lead after two periods. 

After Brock McGinn was called for high-sticking, the 
Lightning scored as Brayden Point redirected a shot by 
Victor Hedman at 8:15 of the second period. The Lightning 
were 8-for-20 on the power play in the opening-round series 
against Florida. 

Point was able to get inside position on Canes defenseman 
Jani Hakanpaa in scoring his fifth of the playoffs. It was 
Hedman’s ninth assist of the playoffs. 

The Lightning had another power play but Nikita Kucherov 
was called for cross-checking McGinn in the back of the neck 
to abbreviate it. The Canes are 0-3 with a man advantage in 
the game. 

Tampa Bay goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy has had some high-
stress moments in net as the Canes have gotten some good 
looks but has stopped all 26 shots and been Tampa Bay’s 
best player. 

First period: No score, plenty of action 

The first 20 minutes of the game were scoreless but not 
action-less, and the Canes spent a lot of it in the Tampa end 
during the first period to please the crowd of more than 
16,000. 

The Canes had the first two power plays of the series and 
had some decent chances, including a shot in tight by 
Vincent Trocheck. His line has been active throughout the 
period, and winger Martin Necas had a shot ring the post. 

With Nino Niederreiter out with an upper-body injury, Jordan 
Martinook has been moved on the Trocheck line. 

Canes center Sebastian Aho took a puck off the foot early 
and was in some pain but was quickly back on the ice. 

The Canes had a 15-12 shooting edge in the first, Trocheck 
with a high-quality four shots, and an 11-8 edge in scoring 
chances (naturalstattrick.com). 

The Lightning are playing without defenseman David Savard, 
a surprise late scratch with an upper-body injury.  

Game setup: It’s fun, folks 

Win or lose, hockey fans can all agree on one point: the 
playoffs are fun. 

But what about the players? Can there be any fun n the 
Stanley Cup playoffs with so much at stake, or is it an 
intense, physical grind from game to game? 

“It is a grind but it is a ton of fun,” center Vincent Trocheck 
said Sunday before Game 1 of the Canes’ second-round 
series against Tampa Bay. “The whole purpose we play 
hockey is to be playing in the playoffs, to be playing for a 
Stanley cup. 
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“Everybody’s goal is the same, to win a Stanley Cup. I mean, 
this is our dream. I definitely would that this is fun.” 

Tampa Bay had the most fun last year in winning the Stanley 
Cup, even in the bubble and silence of Edmonton. The 
Lightning now go into the series with the Canes with the look 
of a team with its full lineup in place and with the intent of 
repeating. 

More than 16,000 fans will be at PNC Arena on Sunday 
hoping to help make things miserable for the 2020 champs. 
There were more than 12,000 at the three home games 
against Nashville in the opening-round series and Trocheck 
said they were a factor. 

“It was rocking, and it got our hearts pumping a little bit faster 
and the adrenaline pumping,” he said.  

That support helps, but the Canes must get the job done on 
the ice and Trocheck and his line could be a big part of that. 

Trocheck was remarkably productive much of the regular 
season, with 17 goals and 19 assists in his first 33 games. 
He then went the last 14 games without a goal, with seven 

assists, and had two goals and no assists in the six-game 
playoff series with Nashville. 

If there is an “X-factor” for the Canes, it could be Trocheck 
returning to the offensive form he showed much of the 
season. One of his linemates, right wing Martin Necas, was 
the team’s top scorer in twill he eight games against Tampa 
Bay with three goals and five assists, and the Canes need 
the Trocheck line to do its part this series. 

The Trocheck line be missing left winger Nino Niederreiter. 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Sunday morning that 
Niederreiter, who left Saturday’s practice session early, was 
questionable for the game although he did not specify an 
injury. 

How important is winning Game 1? 

“They’re all important but you don’t want to get behind if you 
don’t have to,” Brind’Amour said. “You have to find a way to 
get four (wins). And to get four you have to start with the first 
one.” 

Preferably in Game 1.
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Hurricanes have been resilient in the playoffs. They’ll need to be again  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes have used the word “resilience” a 
lot the past few weeks. The players have said it. Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour has used it. They put it on game-day 
towels at PNC Arena. 

The Canes had Nashville Predators score first in five of the 
six games in the opening round of the Stanley Cup playoffs 
but were resilient. 

The Canes had defenseman Jaccob Slavin miss three 
games against the Predators but were resilient. 

The Canes lost double-overtime games in back-to-back 
games to Nashville, with some players logging a gazillion 
minutes, but were resilient. They trailed late in Game 5 and 
Game 6 of the series but were relentlessly resilient, tying the 
score each time — Martin Necas and Dougie Hamilton with 
the goals — to win the games in overtime and clinch the 
playoff series. 

Now comes another test. The Canes were beaten 2-1 on 
Sunday by the Tampa Bay Lightning in Game 1 of their 
second-round series. While battling the 2020 Stanley Cup 
champion hard and even much of the game, they lost on a 
score from an unexpected source, Barclay Goodrow, and in 
unexpected fashion as goalie Alex Nedeljkovic let in a very 
soft goal. 

It happens, as they say. There’s always adversity in the 
playoffs, they say. The Canes also had it in the regular 
season with injuries to goalie Petr Mrazek and forward Teuvo 
Teravainen that kept them out for long stretches. 

“Nothing has come easy for this group, ever,” Brind’Amour 
said after the game. “Nothing’s ever handed to them. 
Everything they’ve gotten, they’ve earned. There’s never 
been an easy game. It seems like there has never been 
anything that’s gone easily.  

“Obviously we’re in the playoffs. We’re going to have to go 
earn every inch of ice that we get, every goal. But this 
group’s always bounced back. I don’t expect anything 
different.” 

The Canes will have to do it without forward Nino 
Niederreiter who did not play Sunday. Brind’Amour said 
Niederreiter will miss the series with an upper-body injury 
suffered Saturday in practice. Another blow. 

There was much to the good Sunday for the Canes. But as 
Brind’Amour said, it takes more than one goal to win most 
games and that’s all the Canes could manage in Game 1 
against the Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy.  

Defenseman Jake Bean did get a shot from the point past 
him on a power play early in the third. Brett Pesce and 
Necas had shots that hit the iron during the game, near-
misses. There were a number of jam sessions in front of the 
Tampa Bay net, the kind that Niederreiter — who scored 20 
goals in the regular season — often has been in the middle 
of during his bounce-back season. 

“I felt like we played our game for the most part but we can 
crank it up even more,” said forward Jordan Martinook, who 
replaced Niederreiter on Vincent Trocheck’s line. “We had 
stretches where it looked how it needs to look, but I think 
there can be more stretches like that and it’s every guy 
giving one percent or two percent more.” 

That’s the essence of resilience, isn’t it? Being able to 
muster a little more when needed? And especially in the 
playoffs. 

The Canes surrendered the home-ice edge by losing the 
series opener. It would be easy to say they gave the 
Lightning, which was missing injured defenseman David 
Savard, their best shot Sunday and didn’t win. Game 2, for 
the Canes, could be a game of survival in the series. 

Another test of resilience. 

“Absolutely,” Bean said. “That’s kind of our mantra here. 
There’s a lot of good teams that we’re going to have to go 
through and play, and we just need to take it one day at a 
time. When adversity strikes, we’re going to try and be 
resilient.”

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 31, 2021 

 

 

 

Hurricanes can’t solve ‘best in the world’ Andrei Vasilevskiy despite best efforts: Civian’s 
postgame vibe check 

By Sara Civian 

The first-ever playoff meeting between the Carolina 
Hurricanes and the Tampa Bay Lightning was everything 
everyone thought it would be: fast, fun, special teams-heavy 
and a heckuva goaltender showcase. The Canes brought 
their much-hyped pressure early and often. But the Lightning 
brought a certain man named Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

How a game of hockey is won is usually incredibly nuanced, 
complicated and subjective. But the two reasons for 
Sunday’s outcome — a 2-1 win for the Lightning in Game 1 
of the Central Division finals — couldn’t have been more 
clear cut: 

1. Vasilevskiy’s performance: Anyone who has ever seen 
him play for five minutes could’ve seen it coming, but still, no 
one could stop it. 

And Canes did as much as they could to try. According to 
Natural Stat Trick, they owned a 56.1 percent advantage in 
Corsi for the game, a 53 percent advantage on the faceoff 
dot, and a 2.87 to 1.97 edge in expected goals. They outshot 
the Lightning 38-30 and out-chanced them in every period 
except the third. Vasilevskiy turned 37 of the 38 shots away. 

“He’s the best in the league, the best in the world, let’s put it 
that way,” Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“We know that. We knew that coming in. It’s not a surprise. I 
mean he’s been doing it for quite a while. We just have to 
figure out ways to make it a little bit harder on him because 
he’s going to make a lot of great saves. That’s pretty much 
exactly what we thought was going to happen, as far as his 
performance, and now we just gotta keep trying.” 

2. Rookie goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic’s late-game blunder. 

Shayna’s ellipses say it all. 

“It’s tough. It’s tough for everybody. And there’s no use 
hiding it: It was a no-good goal,” Brind’Amour said. “It was a 
bad goal. He’s going to admit it. It happens. He made a lot of 
good saves tonight, too. That’s part of it. He’ll bounce back. 
We’ll bounce back. We’ve got to score more than one to win 
anyway. That’s the way I look at it. We had our chances. 
We’ve got to make it tougher. We’ve got to get more than 
one.” 

Those two factors added up to the first loss at home for the 
Hurricanes this postseason, and they were a reminder that 
there is no room for error against Tampa Bay. As a neutral 
observer, man, it was a great hockey game. 

Postgame observations 

• We’ll start with Nedeljkovic’s aforementioned blunder and 
get it out of the way. It was a real shame for a slew of 
reasons: 1) I thought Game 1 was Nedeljkovic’s strongest 
showing of the postseason up until that goal. 2) That was the 

worst goal he’s allowed by far in the postseason. And 3) The 
timing couldn’t have been worse than with less than half of 
the third period left to play. But we’ve been talking about 
resiliency all year, and this will be the latest test. It was a 
brutal mistake, but it was still only one mistake. I don’t think 
you should replace him with Petr Mrazek after one mistake, 
but that decision is well above my pay grade. 

• The Canes started on time. The only thing more solid than 
their first period was Vasilevskiy. The Canes peppered him 
with 15 shots in the first period (to the Lightning’s 12), and 
they weren’t soft shots. according to Natural Stat Trick, the 
Canes had 1.64 expected goals in the first and six high-
danger chances, while the Lightning had 0.51 expected 
goals and two high-danger chances. The Hurricanes 
obviously didn’t end up scoring in the first, but after allowing 
the Predators to score the first goal in five out of their six 
first-round games, the Canes needed to make a point to 
“come in hot,” as Jaccob Slavin would say. To Brind’Amour’s 
point, this is where the Canes should’ve scored “more than 
one” goal. 

• Smart folks like y’all would never underestimate the power 
of special teams in the playoffs, and there’s a reason we’ve 
all been harping on this even more than usual leading into a 
Hurricanes-Lightning matchup. The series is relatively even 
at five-on-five, but the Lightning’s odds skyrocket when you 
factor in one of the most lethal and consistent power-play 
systems we’ve seen in years. Despite how well the Canes 
were playing, you could almost blindfold yourself and predict 
what was going to happen when the Lightning got their first 
power play of the game a little under halfway through the 
second period. Rinse, repeat, Victor Hedman to Brayden 
Point. You live and die by a “power kill” like the Hurricanes’, 
and it was looking fabulous for the first half of Tampa’s man 
advantage until it was just slightly too aggressive. If anyone 
is going to cash in on the centimeter of breathing room, it’s 
going to be the Lightning. After that, though, the Canes were 
excellent shorthanded. They killed two of three penalties 
overall and got better with PK. 

• On the other side of this coin, the Hurricanes’ power-play 
units looked a bit different without Nino Niederreiter (upper-
body), who is “very, very doubtful” to return to the series. Unit 
one: Martin Necas, Sebastian Aho, Vincent Trocheck, Teuvo 
Teravainen and Dougie Hamilton. Unit two: Andrei 
Svechnikov, Jordan Staal, Brett Pesce, Jake Bean and 
Jesper Fast. Unit one had a few good looks throughout the 
game but couldn’t bury any, and overall in retrospect going 
0-for-5 was costly against the Lightning. Unit two struggled a 
bit more at first but came through where it counted for … 

• … Bean’s first career playoff goal. “We need him to be 
good,” said Brind’Amour, who has been healthy-scratching 
Jake Gardiner in favor of the rookie Bean, a first-rounder 
from 2016. “We need him to step up and take another step. 
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Hopefully it propels him to the player that we think he can 
be.” 

• You heard it here first, friends (and enemies, according to 
the comment sections recently): Vasilevskiy is good. But 
what are the Canes going to do about it? “He’s the best 
goalie in the league, so we’ve got to make it hard on him and 
get in front of him,” Jordan Martinook said. “You look at the 
goal we score, it’s a good net front. We had some good 
looks, but I think we can get there a little more, just try and 
get in his eyes. He’s the best goalie in the world, so we’re 
going to have to do some special things to get pucks by him. 
You’ve got to tip your cap. He’s very good. We’ll come again 
and try and throw everything we’ve got at him, try and get 
more bodies in front. It’s all we can do.” 

• Looks like Vincent Trocheck is shaping up to become the 
Lightning’s villain of the series. 

• And now for tonight’s vibe check. First up is the one and 
only Brian Pesce, aka Brett’s dad: 

And we’ll give the final vibe check to Brind’Amour tonight: 

“Nothing’s come easy for this group, ever,” he said. 
“Nothing’s ever handed to them. Everything they’ve gotten, 
they’ve earned. There’s never been an easy game. It seems 
like there’s been anything that’s gone easily. Obviously, 
we’re in the playoffs. We’re going to have to go earn every 
inch of ice that we get, every goal. But this group’s always 
bounced back. So I don’t expect anything different.”

 

NHL playoff predictions unplugged: Anonymous scout, coach and exec pick second-round 
winners 

By Scott Burnside 

And so we bid adieu to Sidney Crosby and Alex Ovechkin 
and shockingly, as it turns out Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl. Auston Matthews? Mitch Marner? Hanging by a 
thread. Goodbye first round, hello second round of the NHL 
playoffs. Well sort of. With Montreal pushing heavily favored 
Toronto to a deciding seventh game Monday in Toronto in 
their first playoff clash since 1979, the North Division is still a 
few days behind the rest of the NHL playoff world. 

But no matter. The pandemic playoffs wait for no team or 
player and so we have once again imposed on our panel of 
experts — an NHL coach, executive and scout — to guide us 
into the second round. 

While everyone struck out on the Winnipeg-Edmonton 
series, won in an improbable sweep by the Jets, our panel of 
prognosticators was otherwise pretty damned good in the 
first round. Of the seven series completed they combined for 
a 16-5 mark in the first round. Impressive. 

It doesn’t get any easier with four of the best teams in the 
NHL, Colorado and Vegas in the West and Carolina and 
defending Cup champion Tampa in the Central, squaring off. 

So, without further ado here’s a look at how our panel sees 
the second round shaking down. 

We’ll circle back when Montreal and Toronto finish up to add 
in predictions on whomever Winnipeg faces. So stay tuned. 

East Division 

Boston Bruins vs. New York Islanders  

Boston enters this series as a favorite based on a variety of 
factors, not the least of which was their easy handling of 
Washington and the emergence of Taylor Hall and Craig 
Smith  who have taken some of the pressure off Patrice 
Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak. Not that 
Pastrnak needed much relief as he recorded a hat-trick in the 
Bruins’ series-opening 5-2 win Saturday. 

But the Islanders represent something else entirely given 
their four-line, in-your-face style of play that took advantage 
of seemingly every misstep by the Penguins and their porous 

goaltending. Rookie netminder Ilya Sorokin remains the 
starter for the Isles although Semyon Varlamov could 
definitely make his presence known in this series and Isles 
coach Barry Trotz was non-committal about his starting 
goalie in Game 2. 

“Any team that Barry Trotz has coached is going to be a 
demon to play against,” our scout said. “And it’s not like 
Butch (Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy) is a lightweight. That 
series for me is a tossup.” 

Our scout believes the addition of veterans Kyle Palmieri, 
who was excellent against Pittsburgh, and Travis Zajac, used 
sparingly in the first round, are important as this second-
round series unfolds. 

“Those guys don’t get rattled a whole lot,” the scout said. 
“For me, it’s always the secondary scoring guys in the 
playoffs.” 

One issue for our executive was how to accurately assess 
the Islanders’ play in their series win over Pittsburgh given 
how poor Tristan Jarry was for the Penguins. 

“To me, this is a whole different series for the Islanders,” the 
executive said. The Islanders’ identity is in making life 
difficult for opposing teams’ top players but the depth 
provided by Hall’s addition and the addition of Mike Reilly on 
the blue line may make that more difficult for the Isles. 

“That top line (Bergeron, Pastrnak, Marchand) is one of the 
best in hockey and now adding Hall they just have three solid 
lines,” the executive said of the Bruins. 

What, for instance, does Trotz do with the top defensive 
pairing of Adam Pelech and Ryan Pulock? If they go up 
against the Bergeron line that leaves Nick Leddy and Scott 
Mayfield to containing the David Krejci-Hall-Smith line. That 
puts pressure on the Islanders to come up with their own 
balanced attack and means Mathew Barzal, without a goal in 
six games, needs to step up, the executive said. 

“Barzal’s going to have to get going a bit,” he said. 

The executive was also bullish on Boston’s goaltending led 
by veteran Tuukka Rask who was sensational with a .941 
save percentage against the Capitals. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 31, 2021 

 

“I don’t know why in Boston they shit all over the guy,” he 
said. “He’s proven that he can win series.” 

Our coach was concerned about the status of Smith after 
leaving Game 1 with an injury but regardless echoed his 
feelings that Boston is going to be too much for the Islanders 
to handle. 

“I just think they’re firing on all cylinders,” the coach said. 

Scout: Bruins in 6 
Executive: Bruins in 6 
Coach: Bruins in 6 
Consensus: Bruins advance 

Central Division 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Tampa Bay Lightning  

How much fun should this series be? Two deep, fast, 
talented and physical teams that can bring the power from 
the back end, too. Great coaching matchup with defending 
Stanley Cup champ Jon Cooper matching wits with Rod 
Brind’Amour. Jaccob Slavin’s return to the Carolina lineup 
late in the Nashville series was a key. Both teams have killer 
power plays so finding that line between physicality and 
being in the box could be a deciding factor. 

Rookie Alex Nedeljkovic will need to keep up his stellar play 
if he’s going to saw off Andrei Vasilevskiy who is a favorite to 
win his second Vezina Trophy. Nedeljkovic has a .922 save 
percentage and has played in four straight overtime games, 
winning the last two to close out the Preds, so nerves at this 
point should be a non-issue. The goaltending should be a 
mismatch but our executive said he doesn’t know if the 
Hurricanes get past Nashville without Nedeljkovic. 

“This guy has played good all year,” he said. 

Still, our panel believes strongly in the Bolts. 

“Tampa is playing like demons,” our scout said. “I don’t think 
Tampa’s going to take a step back.” 

Both the executive and the scout noted the return of Barclay 
Goodrow — who scored the game winner in Game 1 on 
Sunday night — as being critical to the Lightning in 
maintaining the identity established last summer that they 
can play on the freeways and in the trenches. For our scout, 
he said there is just too much to like about Tampa from their 
goaltending on out. 

“When I watch them they’re playing with some major 
determination,” he said. 

Our executive joked that given how devastating Tampa’s 
power play has been – they went 8-for-20 for a cool 40 
percent efficiency against Florida – Brind’Amour should start 
working the officials sooner than later. The key for our 
executive will be in Carolina’s depth scoring. Guys like Nino 
Niederreiter, Vincent Trocheck, and Martin Necas, who had a 
strong series against Nashville, will need to continue to 
produce. 

“Jordan Staal has been great. They certainly have it in them,” 
the executive said. “But I’m going to take Tampa in six 
although I could see Carolina winning it in six or seven.” 

Our coach likewise felt this series was going to be a tough 
challenge for Tampa. 

“I don’t like the matchup for Tampa Bay just because they 
come at you so fast, they’re such an aggressive team, 
Carolina,” the coach said. The way the Hurricanes employ 
their four lines on the forecheck will definitely test the Tampa 
blue line corps, the coach added. But in an achingly tight 
series, the coach felt the presence of Vasilevskiy would tilt 
the tables just enough in Tampa’s favor. 

“He’s likely the best goaltender in the world and I have a 
hard time in the playoffs betting against that,” the coach said. 

Executive: Lightning in 6 
Scout: Lightning in 6 
Coach: Lightning in 7 
Consensus: Lightning advance 

West Division 

Colorado Avalanche vs. Vegas Golden Knights  

Perhaps our executive put it best when he outlined how good 
Vegas was in all aspects of the game, how good they are on 
both sides of the puck and on special teams but then added 
this caveat: “The only problem is Colorado is better.” 

It hearkens back to the outset of this prognostication project 
when it was still up in the air whether Colorado would finish 
first or second in the division and the consensus from our 
panel was that it didn’t matter who the Avalanche played. It 
was an easy sentiment to appreciate after watching the Avs 
cut through St. Louis, just two years removed from a Cup 
win, like the proverbial hot knife through soft butter in a four-
game sweep. 

Our executive joked that he forgot Brandon Saad – a two-
time Stanley Cup champ – was with the Avavalanche, that’s 
how deep they are up front. And the blue line, including the 
additions of Devon Toews in the offseason and Patrik 
Nemeth at the deadline, is imposing. 

“It’s as good as anyone in the league, or better,” the 
executive said. “And (Philipp) Grubauer’s been really, really 
good. This should be a helluva series,” he added. 

Our coach had praise for Vegas head coach Pete DeBoer 
and believed there was merit in starting Robin Lehner 
against Colorado given the workload carried thus far by 
Marc-Andre Fleury. Though, obviously, this was before 
Lehner was lit up for seven goals against in Game 1 on 
Sunday night. 

Our coach also believes Vegas will find another gear after 
stutter-stepping their way through much of the first round. 

“I didn’t think they were playing very well, to be honest with 
you,” the coach said. But, for our coach, Colorado still has 
too much talent. “For me, Colorado’s still the best team.” 

Our scout initially had Vegas coming out of the west and in 
fact, had Vegas and Tampa in the final. He likes the Golden 
Knights’ maturity and he’s likewise a big fan of DeBoer. Max 
Pacioretty’s return to the lineup – he scored in his first playoff 
appearance in Game 7 – and having Ryan Reaves also back 
in the fold even if both are banged up improves the chances 
for Vegas. Still, our scout was waffling. 
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“When I watch Colorado play,” he said searching for words. 
“Oh, it’s like they’re at a level…I’m just not sure Vegas is 
going to be able to do it.” 

In the end, he stayed with his pre-playoff conviction and went 
with the Golden Knights. “But I have my doubts,” he 
admitted. 

Scout: Golden Knights in 6 
Executive: Avalanche in 6 
Coach: Avalanche in 6 
Consensus: Avalanche advance

 

 

Late goal costs Hurricanes in Game 1 vs. Tampa Bay 

The Lightning's Barclay Goodrow scored in the third period 
to break a tie in a 2-1 win 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Lighting forward Barclay Goodrow snuck a shot 
past Hurricanes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic with 7:21 remaining 
in the game to give Tampa Bay a 2-1 win in Game 1 of its 
best-of-seven series with Carolina. Jake Bean had the only 
goal for the Hurricanes. 

Three Thoughts 

1. Game 1 between the Lightning and Hurricanes was 
everything the NHL wants to showcase. High-end skill, great 
defensive plays and (mostly) spectacular goaltending. 

So for it to be decided on a bad goal, Goodrow’s with under 
eight minutes left in a tie game, made for a disappointing 
finish — both for the league and the Hurricanes. 

At the other end of the ice, Andrei Vasilevskiy was his usual 
dazzling self. The Tampa Bay goalie stopped 37 of 38 shots 
to stymie the Hurricanes and earn the win. 

“He’s the best goalie in the world, so we’re going to have to 
do some special things to get pucks by him,” Hurricanes 
forward Jordan Martinook said. “You’ve got to tip your cap, 
he’s very good. We’ll come again and try and throw 
everything we’ve got at him, try and get more bodies in front. 
It’s all we can do.” 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour echoed Martinook’s 
praise for Vasilevskiy, along with the need for his team to do 
more to make things more difficult on the Lightning goalie. 

“He’s the best in the league, the best in the world. … We 
knew that coming in,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s not a surprise. 
He’s been doing that for quite a while. We’ve just got to 
make it harder. We’ve got to figure out ways to make it a little 
bit harder on him.” 

2. Special teams should be a good bellwether for how this 
series will go. Game 1 was a wash. 

The Lightning scored on a Brayden Point redirection on their 
first of three power play opportunities, while the Hurricanes 

were 1 of 5 thanks to Bean’s goal at the start of the third 
period. 

While Tampa Bay was able to score with fewer opportunities, 
it also managed only one shot on goal during 4:34 of power 
play time. Comparatively, Carolina finished with seven shots 
on the man advantage in 9:09. 

3. No one cheers for injuries, but being physical in a series 
means injecting doubt and inflicting pain on the opposition. 
For the second straight game, the Hurricanes’ physicality 
knocked out an opposing defenseman with a legal hit. 

In Thursday’s Game 6 against the Predators, it 
was  Martinook’s hit on Roman Josi that sent the Nashville 
captain out and swung the balance of the game Carolina’s 
way. Svechnikov’s hit on Lightning defenseman Erik Cernak 
in the second period — he finished a check on the end 
boards that led to Cernak’s head bouncing off Vincent 
Trocheck’s helmet — depleted the already thin right side of 
Tampa Bay’s blue line. 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper said after the game that Cernak 
should be OK for Game 2 on Tuesday, but Tampa Bay also 
played the game without David Savard, who was a late 
scratch. The Lightning are a very deep team, but they can’t 
afford injuries on defense (or certainly in goal). 

The Hurricanes have new injury concerns of their own as 
Nino Niederreiter missed Game 1 and is “very, very doubtful” 
for the rest of the series, according to Brind’Amour. 
Niederreiter left practice Saturday with an undisclosed injury. 
Cedric Paquette played in his place, making his first 
postseason appearance with Carolina against his old team. 

Number To Know 

0 — Rookie defensemen who have scored a playoff goal for 
the franchise since the Hurricanes relocated to North 
Carolina until Bean scored Carolina’s only goal in Sunday’s 
2-1 loss. Five Whalers rookie defensemen did it when the 
team was in Hartford: Mark Howe, Marty Howe and Gordie 
Roberts in 1980; Grant Jennings in 1989; and Brad Shaw in 
1989 and 1990. Shaw scored three times in all, once in 1989 
as a 24-year-old and two more times in 1990. He had played 
just three games in 1988-89 and was still considered a 
rookie the following year. 
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They Said It 

“Nothing’s come easy for this group ever. Nothing’s ever 
handed to them. Everything they’ve gotten, they’ve earned. 
… But this group’s always bounced back. So I don’t expect 
anything different.” 

— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour on his team’s 
resilience in the face of adversity 

Plus 

Jake Bean, Hurricanes defenseman — Bean had the lone 
goal for Carolina, a power play tally that tied the score and 
was his first playoff point. His shot from the blue line found its 
way past a Jesper Fast screen and Vasilevskiy to tie the 
game early in the third period. 

“It’s nice to see that go in,” Bean said simply. 

The Hurricanes are hopeful it is a jumping-off point for Bean, 
who looked to be gaining footing during the regular season 
only to regress in the playoffs. 

“I hope so. We need him to be good,” Brind’Amour said. “We 
need him to step up and take another step. Hopefully it 
propels him to the player that we think he can be.” 

Minus 

Alex Nedeljkovic, Hurricanes goalie — Nedeljkovic doesn’t 
need to outplay Vasilevskiy for the Hurricanes to have a 

chance in this series, but they need him to be within reach of 
the Lightning goalie as he was with Juuse Saros in the 
Predators series. 

Carolina’s rookie goaltender was there for 2½ periods, 
particularly in his efforts to help the Hurricanes defense with 
his puckhandling. 

Then came the Goodrow game-winner. 

The Lightning winger — who attended Hurricanes prospect 
development camp way back in the summer of 2011 after he 
was passed over in the NHL Draft — picked up the puck 
near the left point and was forced wide at the faceoff dot by 
Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei. 

Goodrow flung the puck toward the Carolina net and 
Nedeljkovic failed to seal the right post. The puck — which 
was slightly deflected by Skjei’s stick — snuck in the short 
side. 

“It’s tough, tough for everybody,” Brind’Amour said of losing 
on the soft goal. “It’s no use hiding it, it was a bad goal. He 
can admit it. OK, it happens. He made a lot of good saves 
tonight, too. That’s part of it. We’ll bounce back and he’ll 
bounce back. 

“We’ve got to score more than one to win anyway. That’s the 
way I look at it. We had our chances. We’ve got to make it 
tougher for them. We’ve got to get more than one.”
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Late goal sinks Hurricanes in Game 1 loss to Tampa Bay Lightning 

By Lauren Brownlow 

The Carolina Hurricanes dropped Game 1 of their second-
round series at home to the defending Stanley Cup 
Champion Tampa Bay Lightning, 2-1. 

Jake Bean got his first postseason point, cashing in a power 
play goal early in the third period for the Canes' only goal. 
But the Lightning were able to score to make it 2-1 with a 
little over seven minutes remaining in the game, and the 
Canes couldn't get the equalizer. 

It was an evenly-played series between the two in the regular 
season, and it played out that way in Game 1. The 
Hurricanes out-shot the Lightning 38-30, but the Lightning 
got more hits 37-30. 

It will be a much faster pace in this series than in the 
Nashville series, which is to the Canes' liking. But they 
weren't able to cash in their scoring chances, including going 
1-for-5 on the power play. 

The Hurricanes were not whistled for a penalty in the first 
period, but the Lightning where whistled for two. The first 
came 10 minutes into the game, but Lightning goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy was able to keep the Canes off the scoreboard. 

Vasilevskiy was top in the NHL in wins with a 31-10-1 record 
and proved difficult for the Hurricanes to solve in Game 1, 
ending with 37 saves. 

The Canes got on the power play again with just over five 
minutes remaining in the first after a number of good looks 
right before play was stopped, including a great shot by 
Sebastian Aho, but the Lightning killed that penalty too. 

The Lightning got their first power play with 13:04 to go in the 
second as Brock McGinn was whistled for high sticking. 

It was matchup of strength on strength as the Canes' PK had 
allowed just 3 goals in 19 postseason opponent power plays 
while Tampa had scored on 8 of 20 power plays, but the 
Lightning were able to make it 9 of 21. 

Brayden Point scored to give Tampa a 1-0 lead with 11:45 to 
go. 

Canes' winger Nino Neiderreiter did not play due to injury, 
and Cedric Paquette slid in in his place. Paquette is making 

his postseason debut for the Hurricanes against his former 
team. 

Paquette was whistled for interference less than a minute 
after Point's goal to give the Lightning yet another power play 
chance. 

During that power play, McGinn got into it with Nikita 
Kucherov and Kucherov was whistled for cross-checking, 
making the last minute of the power play a 4-on-4 affair 
before the Canes got a little over a minute of power play, but 
weren't able to cash in that man advantage either. 

Then with 4:54 to go, the Lightning got yet another power 
play as Dougie Hamilton was whistled for tripping. But the 
Canes killed that one off as well on maybe their finest PK of 
the game. 

Andrei Svechnikov got a clean hit on Erik Cernak shortly 
before the second period ended that sent the Lightning 
defenseman to the locker room and left Tampa with just five 
defensemen. 

Blake Coleman was penalized for tripping Jordan Martinook 
with just 12 seconds remaining in the second, so the Canes 
begin the third period with another 1:38 of power play time 
and finally cashed in early, as Jake Bean got his first 
postseason point and goal on the power play on assists from 
Svechnikov and Jesper Fast. 

Then with 11:56 to go in the third, Vincent Trocheck drew a 
high-sticking penalty on the Lightning's Anthony Cirelli and 
the Canes got their fifth power play of the game, but couldn't 
cash it in either and the game stayed tied. 

That proved costly as Tampa Bay was able to Barclay 
Goodrow got a shot past Canes' goalie Alex Nedeljkovic to 
give the Lightning a 2-1 lead with a little more than 7 minutes 
remaining in the game. 

As good as the Canes' rookie has been in the Playoffs, it 
wasn't the type of goal he'd been allowing. But Nedeljkovic 
finished with 28 saves. 

The Canes tried to pull Nedeljkovic late to get a push, but 
couldn't do it as the Canes couldn't get the puck out of the 
zone to get him off until a little over a minute remained. The 
Canes got traffic in front of the net and a few shots and a ton 
of traffic in front of Tampa's net but couldn't get one to go.
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Game 1 Recap: Canes Bested by Vasilevskiy, Lightning 

Bean scores first career playoff goal in 2-1 loss 

By Michael Smith 

The Carolina Hurricanes dropped Game 1 of the Second 
Round to the Tampa Bay Lightning by a score of 2-1, the 
Canes first loss at home this postseason. 

"They're a good team … and we're a good team, too," said 
Jake Bean, who tallied his first career NHL postseason goal. 
"I think we have another level, and I think all the guys in the 
room know that. We knew this wasn't going to come without 
adversity." 

The Difference 

The actual difference in the game, the game-winning goal, 
was a tough-angle shot from Barclay Goodrow that slipped 
by Alex Nedeljkovic, a shot that seemed poised for the short-
side corner and instead skittered along the ice and into the 
net. 

 It was tough, but it's not like the Canes were going to win a 
game in the Stanley Cup Playoffs against the defending 
champs by scoring just a single goal. 

"It's tough for everybody. There's no use hiding it," head 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "OK, it happens. He made a lot 
of good saves tonight, too. That's part of it. We'll bounce 
back, and he'll bounce back. We've got to score more than 
one to win, anyway. We had our chances." 

The biggest difference-maker on the ice stood in the 
opposite crease: Andrei Vasilevskiy, who turned aside 37 of 
the 38 shots he faced en route to his fifth win in seven 
games this postseason. The Canes out-shot the Lightning in 
every period and out-chanced them 5-on-5 (according to 
Natural Stat Trick) in the third period, but Vasilevskiy was, for 
much of the game, seemingly impenetrable. 

"He's the best in the league. Best in the world, let's put it that 
way. We knew that coming in," Brind'Amour said. "We've just 
got to make it harder and figure out ways to make it a little bit 
harder on him." 

In what ultimately ended as a scoreless first period, 
Vasilevskiy helped the Lightning weather the Canes' storm, 
fueled by a current-capacity crowd of 16,299 at PNC Arena, 
and turned aside all four high-danger scoring chances he 
faced; he saw two more the rest of the game, according to 
Natural Stat Trick. 

"He's the best goalie in the league. We've got to make it hard 
on him and get in front of him. You look at the goal we 
scored, and it was good net-front," Jordan Martinook said. 
"We had some good looks, but I think we can get there a 
little more and get in his eyes." 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: Scoring on the power play 

The Canes' first power play unit was more dangerous than 
their second grouping for much of the team's five cracks on 
the man advantage, but it was the second unit coming 
through early in the third period to get the Canes on the 
board. 

Jake Bean popped a one-timer from the point, a shot that 
had eyes through screens provided by Jordan Staal in the 
high slot and Jesper Fast at the top of the crease. 

That traffic, as Martinook said, was the key to the Canes 
striking on the power play. 

"He's got to be good. We need him to step up and take 
another step," Brind'Amour said of Bean. "Hopefully [the 
goal] propels him to be the player we think he can be." 

Minus: Getting scored on by Tampa Bay's power play 

There's really only one way to defend a power play as lethal 
as Tampa Bay's, and that's to be hyper-aggressive in 
hounding the puck carrier to limit time and space and forcing 
him to make a play. The Canes executed that game plan 
perfectly on the Lightning's first power play of the game - and 
then, seemingly out of nowhere, the puck was in the back of 
the net. For the Lightning, it was as simple as a Victor 
Hedman point shot and a Brayden Point redirection in the 
slot for a 1-0 lead 8:15 into the second period. 

To the Canes' credit, they finished the game 2-for-3 on the 
penalty kill, the third man disadvantage being their best and 
most efficient of the evening. 

The Big Picture 

OK, everybody. Deep breath. This series has only begun, 
and there's plenty of hockey left to be played. Game 1 didn't 
go their way, but the Canes weren't vastly outdueled or 
overmatched. This is a resilient bunch, a battle-tested group 
that fought their way to the top of the Central Division. 
There's no doubt the Canes will push back with their best 
come Game 2. 

"Nothing has come easy for this group, ever. Nothing is ever 
handed to them. Everything they've gotten they've earned," 
Brind'Amour said. "We're in the playoffs. We're going to have 
to go earn every inch of ice we get and every goal. This 
group has always bounced back. I don't expect anything 
different." 
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Stats Pack 

3: Bean became the third rookie defenseman in franchise 
history to score a goal in the Stanley Cup Playoffs, joining 
Brad Shaw (1989-90) and Grant Jennings (1989). 

92: Cedric Paquette skated in his 92nd career Stanley Cup 
Playoff game and his first with the Canes. Paquette, who 
won the Stanley Cup with Tampa Bay in 2020, drew into the 
lineup when Nino Niederreiter was ruled out with an upper-
body injury. Niederreiter is "very, very doubtful" moving 
forward in this series, Brind'Amour said. 

Quote of the Night 

"I felt like we played our game for the most part, but we can 
crank it up even more. We had stretches where it looked like 
how it needs to look, but I think there can be more stretches 
like that. It's just every guy giving one or two percent more." - 
Jordan Martinook 

Up Next 

After the long weekend, the Canes and Lightning will do it all 
over again in Game 2 on Tuesday night.

 

 

 

Vasilevskiy, Lightning edge Hurricanes in Game 1 

Makes 37 saves in second-round opener, Goodrow breaks 
tie in third 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Barclay Goodrow scored the tie-breaking 
goal in the third period for the Tampa Bay Lightning in a 2-1 
win against the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 1 of the Stanley 
Cup Second Round at PNC Arena on Sunday. 

Goodrow gave the Lightning a 2-1 lead at 12:39 on a sharp-
angled wrist shot when goalie Alex Nedeljkovic could not get 
square to the left post. 

"[Blake Coleman] made a good play on the boards to win 
that battle," Goodrow said. "The puck came to me, and I saw 
[Yanni Gourde] drive the net, so I was really looking to get 
the puck on net and create a rebound for him. It just found a 
way to get in." 

Andrei Vasilevskiy made 37 saves for the Lightning, the No. 
3 seed in the Discover Central Division. 

Jake Bean scored for the Hurricanes, the No. 1 seed. 
Nedeljkovic made 28 saves. 

"We were fine. We just made some mental errors," Carolina 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Our execution can be better 
on some things. It was a pretty good game for us. It's a tough 
way to end it, but I thought we were OK." 

Teams that win Game 1 are 495-224 (68.8 percent) winning 
a best-of-7 Stanley Cup Playoffs series, including 5-2 in the 
first round this season. 

Game 2 is here Tuesday (7:30 p.m. ET; NBCSN, SN, TVAS). 

Goodrow, who scored 20 points (six goals,14 assists) in 55 
regular-season games, made his 2021 playoff debut 
Wednesday when the Lightning eliminated the Florida 
Panthers with a 4-0 win in Game 6 of the first round. He 

missed the first five games of the series because of an 
upper-body injury. 

"He usually doesn't get his accolades from getting game-
winning goals," Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper said. "He's 
usually the guy stopping game-tying goals from happening. 
So you're really happy for guys that are team-first players 
and have an opportunity to bask a little bit in the limelight." 

Brayden Point gave the Lightning a 1-0 lead at 8:15 of the 
second period when he slipped through two Hurricanes in 
the low slot on a power play to redirect Victor Hedman's pass 
through the five-hole. 

Bean tied it 1-1 with a power-play goal at 1:41 of the third 
period. His one-timer off a pass from Andrei Svechnikov hit 
Anthony Cirelli in the slot before going in under the crossbar. 
It was Bean's first NHL playoff point in his seventh game. 

"It's nice to see that go in," Bean said. "I think we have 
another level, and I think all the guys in the room agree with 
that. We knew this wasn't going to come off without any 
adversity." 

Carolina had seven shots on goal against Vasilevskiy on five 
power-play opportunities. 

"He's the best in the League, the best in the world," 
Brind'Amour said. "We knew that coming in. We've just got to 
figure out ways to make it harder on him. It's pretty much 
exactly what we thought as far as his performance. Now 
we've got to just keep trying." 

The Lightning were 1-for-3 on the power play, but Point's 
goal was their only shot with the man-advantage. 

"We know they are a little bit more aggressive, but we have 
to go out there and execute," Hedman said. "It feels like 
when we execute, we're going to get some good looks." 
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NOTES: Tampa Bay defenseman Erik Cernak left the game 
with 1:45 remaining in the second period after a check by 
Svechnikov. Cooper said Cernak "should be OK." … 
Lightning defenseman David Savard missed Game 1 with an 
upper-body injury. He is day to day, Cooper said. Savard 
was replaced by Luke Schenn, who had one shot and four 
hits in 8:17 of ice time. … Three of Goodrow's four NHL 
playoff goals have been game-winners. He scored winners in 
Games 5 and 7 of the 2019 Western Conference First Round 
for the San Jose Sharks against the Vegas Golden Knights. 
... Hedman had eight blocked shots in a game-high 27:36. … 

Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter is "very, very doubtful" 
to return this series after he sustained an upper-body injury 
in practice Saturday, Brind'Amour said. Niederreiter was 
replaced by Cedric Paquette, who made his 2021 playoff 
debut. Paquette had three hits and one blocked shot in 7:05 
of ice time. He had three assists in 25 games in the 2020 
postseason to help the Lightning win the Stanley Cup. 
Paquette was traded to the Ottawa Senators by the Lightning 
on Dec. 27, then was traded to the Hurricanes by the 
Senators on Feb. 13. … This is the first time Tampa Bay and 
Carolina have met in the playoffs.

 

Former Hurricanes EBUG Ayres cranks siren before third period of Game 1 

Carolina folk hero fires up crowd at PNC Arena against 
Lightning 

By Pat Pickens 

The Carolina Hurricanes called on a secret weapon to fire up 
the crowd at PNC Arena on Sunday. 

David Ayres, the most popular player in Hurricanes history to 
have one career game played, was in Raleigh to crank the 
siren before the third period of Game 1 of the Stanley Cup 
Second Round between the Hurricanes and Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

Carolina fans certainly remember Ayres from his now-
famous performance as an emergency backup goalie where 
he earned the win for Carolina against the Toronto Maple 
Leafs at Scotiabank Arena on Feb. 22, 2020. 

Ayres followed Carolina color commentator Tripp Tracy, who 
cranked the siren for the first period, and NC State tennis 
players Alana Smith and Jaeda Daniel, who did so before the 
second. 

But Carolina saved Ayres for last, and did he ever get the 
crowd going. 

 

Niederreiter 'very, very doubtful' for Hurricanes in rest of second round 

Forward missed Game 1 loss to Lightning with upper-body 
injury 

Nino Niederreiter is "very, very doubtful" for the Carolina 
Hurricanes in the rest of the Stanley Cup Second Round 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning because of an upper-body 
injury, coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 

The forward missed a 2-1 loss in Game 1 of the best-of-7 
series Sunday after he was injured and left practice early on 
Saturday. 

"Well he's a goal-scorer, you know?" Brind'Amour said after 
the game about the impact of Niederreiter's absence. "We 
just talked about, we need goals. You don't replace that. He's 
on that power play too. It's an offensive weapon that goes 
out the window. Again, that's part of the playoffs. Next guy 
up. Have to fill the shoes." 

Niederreiter scored one goal in six games against the 
Nashville Predators in the first round after scoring 34 points 
(20 goals, 14 assists) in 56 regular-season games. In 67 
career Stanley Cup Playoff games, he has scored 25 points 
(11 goals, 14 assists). 

Lightning defenseman David Savard missed Game 1 
because of an upper-body injury. He was replaced by Luke 

Schenn, who played in three of their six games against the 
Florida Panthers in the first round. 

Tampa Bay defenseman Erik Cernak left the game at 18:15 
of the second period with an undisclosed injury after he was 
hit by Carolina forwards Andrei Svechnikov and Vincent 
Trocheck. 

"List [Savard] as day to day, and [Cernak], he should be OK," 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. 

Game 2 is at Carolina on Tuesday. 

"Hopefully, they're both ready to go for Game 2," Tampa Bay 
defenseman Victor Hedman said. "When you're in the game, 
obviously you don't want to see anyone leave during the 
game, but I thought we did a good job managing our shifts, 
we kept them kind of short and everyone was rolling. I 
thought we did a good job on the back end to maintain the 
play that we want to play; even though you're down one guy, 
we still want to execute plays and get up in the rush. I 
thought we did a good job of that. If it goes longer, it's going 
to be tolling on guys, but we enjoy that extra ice time and we 
take pride in that, defending the lead."
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Hurricanes facing adversity after Game 1 loss to Lightning 

Another slow start, ineffective power play, loss of 
Niederreiter among concerns 

By Tracey Myers 

The Carolina Hurricanes are facing adversity after a 2-1 loss 
to the Tampa Bay Lightning in Game 1 of the Stanley Cup 
Second Round on Sunday, but they're confident they'll 
rebound. 

"I mean, nothing's come easy for this group, ever," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Nothing ever is 
handed to them. Everything they've gotten, they've earned. 
There's never been an easy game, there's never been 
anything that, it seems, has gone easily. Obviously, we're in 
the playoffs. We're going to have to go earn every inch of ice 
we get, every goal. But this group has always bounced back, 
so I don't expect anything different." 

Game 2 is at PNC Arena in Raleigh, North Carolina, on 
Tuesday (7:30 p.m. ET; NBCSN, SN, TVAS). 

The Hurricanes trailed 1-0 for the fifth consecutive game 
when Lightning forward Brayden Point scored a power-play 
goal 8:15 into the second period. Defenseman Jake Bean's 
first Stanley Cup Playoff goal, on a power play, tied it 1-1 
1:41 into the third, but Lightning forward Barclay Goodrow 
made it 2-1 at 12:39. 

Carolina expects to regroup fast. 

"That's kind of our mantra here," Bean said. "There's a lot of 
good teams that we're going to have to go through, that 
we're going to have to play. We're just going to take one 
game at a time. When adversity strikes, we're going to try to 
be resilient." 

They have some added adversity as well. Hurricanes forward 
Nino Niederreiter has an upper-body injury and is "very, very 
doubtful" to return in this series, Brind'Amour said. 
Niederreiter, who was injured in practice on Saturday, scored 

34 points (20 goals, 14 assists) in 56 regular-season games 
and one point, a goal, in six playoff games. The Hurricanes 
were without defenseman Jaccob Slavin in Games 2-4 
against the Nashville Predators in the first round.  

The Hurricanes liked a lot of what they did Sunday, but there 
are certain areas they need to improve. First, they want 
make things tougher for Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy, 
who made 37 saves in Game 1. 

"He's the best in the League, best in the world. We knew that 
coming in," Brind'Amour said. "We have to figure out ways to 
make it harder on him. It's not a surprise. It's pretty much 
exactly what we thought was going to happen. We have to 
keep trying." 

Carolina's power play struggled again, going 1-for-5 (20 
percent) in Game 1. It's 5-for-24 (20.8 percent) in seven 
playoff games.  

Forward Jordan Martinook said it comes down to little fixes in 
their game. 

"I felt like we played our game for the most part, but we can 
crank it up even more," Martinook said. "We had stretches 
where it looked like how it needs to look, but there can be 
more stretches like that. It's every guy giving, I don't know, 
one, two percent more. I felt we had a lot of shifts where we 
were doing what we need to do, but we need to keep 
building on those, get more grind shifts, just do what we do." 

The Hurricanes know they have more to give in Game 2.  

"Yeah, they're a good team. We're a good team too," Bean 
said. "They might have managed it a bit better than us 
tonight in some scenarios, and we may have been better in 
some scenarios. We have another level, and I think all the 
guys in the room agree with that. We knew this wasn't going 
to come off without any kind of adversity."
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Goodrow helps Lightning beat Hurricanes 2-1 in series opener 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Andrei Vasilevskiy turned away 
almost everything, while Barclay Goodrow came through with 
an opportunistic go-ahead goal midway through the third 
period. 

And just like that, the Tampa Bay Lightning responded to 
another road environment with the confidence forged amid 
last year’s Stanley Cup championship run. 

Goodrow beat Alex Nedeljkovic at 12:39 of the third period 
and Vasilevskiy had 37 saves, helping the Lightning beat the 
Carolina Hurricanes 2-1 on Sunday night to open their 
second-round playoff series. 

Brayden Point also scored for the Lightning, who weathered 
a high-energy start from Carolina and continued the 
Hurricanes’ postseason frustrations on the power play.  

Vasilevskiy was the key in both. He had 15 saves in that first 
period with the Hurricanes buzzing out of the gate backed by 
a rowdy home crowd of more than 16,000. Carolina also 
went 1 for 5 on the power play. 

“He can just track the puck so well,” defenseman Ryan 
McDonagh said. “Never gives up on a puck and just stays to 
his strengths out there. ... We know he’s a big backbone 
back there.” 

The Lightning swept the first two games at Florida in their 
six-game first-round series, then handed Carolina its first 
postseason home loss after its six-game series against 
Nashville. Game 2 in the best-of-seven series is Tuesday 
night. 

Goodrow’s winner came when he headed left against 
Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei, then shot from a sharp 
angle on the left side. Nedeljkovic dropped down but left 
space between his pad and the post — and the puck slipped 
through to break the 1-1 tie. 

“The puck had eyes, obviously,” Tampa Bay defenseman 
Victor Hedman said. “But good things happen when you 
shoot the puck. That was a good example of it.” 

It was a mistake for Nedeljkovic in another otherwise strong 
performance with 28 saves. 

“It’s no use hiding it ... it was a bad goal,” Carolina coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “He made a lot of good saves tonight, 
too. That’s part of it. We’ll bounce back and he’ll bounce 
back. We’ve got to score more than one to win anyway. 
That’s the way I look at it.” 

That lead held, with the Lightning holding off Carolina’s final 
minute with the empty net and extra attacker in a desperate 
tying attempt. 

Jake Bean scored on the power play to tie it early in the third 
for Carolina, which entered with home-ice advantage after 
winning the Central Division. 

FALLING BEHIND 

This marked the sixth time in seven playoff games that 
Carolina has surrendered the first goal. 

“I think we have another level,” Bean said, adding: “We knew 
this wasn’t going to come off without any kind of adversity.” 

FEWER DEFENSEMEN 

Tampa Bay didn’t have defenseman David Savard due to an 
upper-body injury. Then the Lightning saw fellow blue-liner 
Erik Cernak go down when he got sandwiched between 
Carolina’s Andrei Svechnikov and Victor Trocheck in a 
collision near the boards at 18:15 of the second. 

Cernak eventually got up and skated slowly to the tunnel, 
leaving the Lightning with five defensemen. 

Coach Jon Cooper said Savard is considered day to day, 
while he expected Cernak would be OK. 

OFFENSIVE HIT 

Carolina winger Nino Niederreiter sat out with an upper-body 
injury that forced him to leave Saturday’s practice early. At 
the time, Brind’Amour said he didn’t anticipate it being a 
problem even as he listed Niederreiter as questionable. 

But on Sunday night, Brind’Amour said Niederreiter was 
“very, very doubtful” to return for this series. That’s a 
significant blow for Carolina’s offense considering 
Niederreiter had 20 regular-season goals and one during the 
Nashville series. 

Niederreiter’s absence opened space for Cedric Paquette to 
make his playoff debut for Carolina — and against the 
franchise where he played from 2014-20. 

LOUDER HOUSE 

The NHL had approved an increased attendance for PNC 
Arena with the installation of a 500-ton chiller to increase air 
flow while ensuring integrity of the ice despite the rising 
temperatures outside. 

Carolina had about 5,000 fans to close the regular season, 
then upped that to about 12,000 for the Nashville series after 
the state eased COVID-19 restrictions. The official figure for 
Games 1 and 2 of this series is 16,299, roughly 87% of the 
building’s normal 18,680-fan capacity. 

STORM WARNING 

David Ayres — the Zamboni driver and kidney-transplant 
recipient who memorably won a 2020 game in Toronto for 
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the Hurricanes as the emergency goaltender — sounded the 
storm-warning siren for the Hurricanes to take the ice for the 
third period. 

Hurricanes TV color announcer Tripp Tracy along with North 
Carolina State women’s tennis players Jaeda Daniel and 
Alana Smith — who helped the Wolfpack reach the national 
semifinals — sounded the pregame and first-intermission 
sirens.

 

 

 

Vasilevskiy dominates again as Lightning take Game 1 from Hurricanes 

By Adam Gretz  

Even when the Tampa Bay Lightning do not bring their “A” 
game you are still not going to have an easy day against 
them, mainly because they have Andrei Vasilevskiy in their 
net and your team does not. 

That was the difference on Sunday evening when the 
Lightning were able to take Game 1 against the Carolina 
Hurricanes, 2-1, to take a 1-0 lead in their Second Round 
series. 

From the very beginning Tampa Bay was clearly not at its 
best. The Hurricanes had the better start, ended up with a 
decisive shots on goal advantage, and for the most part had 
the better chances all day. But other than a Jake Bean slap 
shot on the power play early in the third period, they were 
unable to solve the dominant Vasilevskiy no matter what they 
threw at him as he stopped 37 out of 38 shots in the win. 

For all of the talk of Nikita Kucherov, Steven Stamkos, Victor 
Hedman, Brayden Point, or any of their star skaters, 
Vasilevskiy is the player that really separates Tampa Bay 
from everybody else in the league because of games like 
this. No matter what is happening around him, no matter how 
the team in front of him is playing, he just calmly and cooly 
stops shots and gives his team a chance. It is almost unfair 
to think that one of the best teams in the league also 
happens to have the league’s best goalie. 

Since becoming the Lightning’s starting goalie at the 
beginning of the 2016-17 season, Vasilevskiy has appeared 
in 314 games, including playoffs, and owns a .920 save 
percentage with three (and almost certainly soon to be four) 
top-three finishes in the Vezina Trophy voting. He seems to 
be the favorite to win it for the second time in his career this 
season. 

He is, quite simply, a game-changer. Not only because he 
stops a lot of shots he probably should not have to stop, but 
also because he rarely gives up on goals on the shots he 
should stop. 

That, too, was a major difference on Sunday at the other end 
of the ice. 

While Vasilevskiy was his usual rock solid self in Tampa 
Bay’s net, Carolina goalie Alex Nedeljkovic had an otherwise 
strong game ruined when he gave up a brutal goal midway 
through the third period on an innocent looking shot from 
Tampa Bay’s Barclay Goodrow for the eventual game-
winner. 

That is simply the type of goal you can not allow in that 
situation against a team like Tampa Bay, because they are 
not going to give you any goals like it on their end. 

There is a fine line between winning and losing in the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs, and sometimes it just simply comes down to 
when you get the saves and when you do not. More often 
than not, Tampa Bay is going to get those saves with 
Vasilevskiy in net. 

LIGHTNING VS. HURRICANES 

Game 1: Sun. May 30: Lightning 2, Hurricanes 1 
Game 2: Tues. June 1: Lightning at Hurricanes, 7:30 p.m. ET 
(NBCSN) 
Game 3: Thurs. June 3: Hurricanes at Lightning, 8 p.m. ET 
(USA Network) 
Game 4: Sat. June 5: Hurricanes at Lightning, 4 p.m. ET 
(USA Network) 
*Game 5: Tues. June 8: Lightning at Hurricanes TBD 
*Game 6: Thurs. June 10: Hurricanes at Lightning TBD 
*Game 7: Sat. June 12: Lightning at Hurricanes TBD
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Hurricanes falter in Game 1 against Lightning 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost to the Tampa Bay Lightning by 
a final score of 2-1. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes suffered a disappointing loss to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in Game 1 of their second round series 
Sunday night at PNC Arena. 

The game came pretty much as advertised as it was two of 
the best and most exciting teams in hockey battling it out in 
an exciting and fast paced match. It’s two top-tier teams 
playing fast and skilled hockey without much of a trap system 
slowing down the speed or after whistle antics.  

No drama, just hockey.  

Finally. 

Despite the loss, Carolina showed that it can hang with the 
defending champions and probably would have won Game 1 
if it wasn’t for the otherworldly abilities of Andrei Vasilevskiy 
and tremendous blunder of Alex Nedeljkovic. 

The Canes controlled the majority of the game and really 
carried play throughout with good chances and looks, but it 
was hard for them to beat arguably the best goaltender in the 
league in Vasilevskiy.  

The vaunted Tampa Bay power play — which had carved the 
Florida Panthers apart with a 40% success rate — got 
there’s as the talented top unit got the first goal of the game 
with Brayden Point managing to tip home a Victor Hedman 

feed five-hole, but the Canes did do a good job shutting it 
down the rest of the way. 

On the flip side of the special teams battle, Carolina’s power 
play just wasn’t good enough, scoring only once on five 
attempts. 

But the man-advantage did show a bit of life, managing to tie 
the game up early into the third period with their fourth 
opportunity. 

With the power play nearly expired, it was the second unit 
and rookie defenseman Jake Bean — scoring his first goal 
since February 27 — beating Vasilevskiy with a blast from 
the point through traffic. 

But from there, the Canes were riding all of the momentum. 
Shots and chances piled up for Carolina as it seemed that 
they were on the cusp of breaking through, but the true back 
breaker came with under seven minutes left in the game. 

From a bad angle and on a shot that never even left the ice, 
Barclay Goodrow threw a puck on net that for whatever 
reason Nedeljkovic just ended up completely whiffing on. It 
was a brutal goal that just couldn’t happen in a playoff game, 
much less in that very moment. 

But it did and Carolina would lose 2-1 with the sole reason 
being that goal. 

The team has shown time and time again though that it’s a 
resilient group and it can be expected that the Hurricanes will 
come storming out for Game 2 on Tuesday looking to tie the 
series back up.
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Martinook, Bean on game one loss 

Rod Brind’Amour, Jordan Martinook and Jake Bean spoke to 
the media following a 2-1 loss to Tampa Bay in game one.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes put forth a solid effort in game one of their 
second round series against the Tampa Bay Lightning, but 
came up short in a 2-1 loss despite Jake Bean tying the 
game early in the third period with his first career playoff 
goal.  

Bean, Jordan Martinook and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the 
media after the loss, here’s a full breakdown of everything 
they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if the Canes have another level: I think we were fine. We 
worked hard. We just made some mental errors. Our 
execution can be better on some things. It was a pretty good 
game for us. That’s a tough way to end it, but I thought we 
were OK.  

On Andrei Vasilevskiy: He’s the best in the league, the best 
in the world. Let’s put it that way. We know that. We knew 
that coming in. It’s not a surprise. He’s been doing that for 
quite a while. We’ve just got to make it harder. We’ve got to 
figure out ways to make it a little bit harder on him. He’s 
going to make a lot of great saves. Like I said, it’s not a 
surprise. It’s pretty much exactly what we thought was going 
to happen as far as his performance. Now we’ve just got to 
keep trying.  

On Alex Nedeljkovic giving up a bad goal and how the team 
handles that: It’s tough, tough for everyone. It’s no use hiding 
it, it was a bad goal. He’s going to admit it. OK, it happens. 
He made a lot of good saves tonight too. So that’s part of it. 
We’ll bounce back and he’ll bounce back. We’ve got to score 
more than one to win anyway. That’s the way I look at it. We 
had our chances. We’ve got to make it tougher. We’ve got to 
get more than one.  

On if he expects the team to bounce back from this loss: 
Nothing’s come easy for this group, ever. Nothing’s ever 
handed to them. Everything they’ve gotten, they’ve earned. 
There’s never been an easy game. It seems like there’s been 
anything that’s gone easily. Obviously we’re in the playoffs. 
We’re going to have to go earn every inch of ice that we get, 
every goal. But this group’s always bounced back. So I don’t 
expect anything different.  

On Nino Niederreiter: He’s very, very doubtful for returning 
this series.  

On coming from behind: I don’t think in any of the games that 
we played poorly. A lot of those games, when we got down, it 
was our best period. That’s kind of the way it’s worked out. 
We actually had a really good first period, but we weren’t 
able to score. Obviously we’d love to get the first one, but 
they’re trying to do it too. 

On Jake Bean and if his goal is jumping off point: I hope so. 
We need him to be good. We need him to step up and take 
another step. Hopefully it propels him to the player that we 
think he can be.  

On if Niederreiter’s injury happened in practice: It was in 
practice.  

On Niederretier’s absence: He’s a goal scorer and we just 
talked about that we need goals. You don’t replace that. He’s 
on the power play too. That’s an offensive weapon that goes 
out the window. But that’s part of the playoffs. Next guy up 
and we’ve got to fill the shoes.  

Jordan Martinook 

On Andrei Vasilevskiy: He’s the best goalie in the league, so 
we’ve got to make it hard on him and get in front of him. You 
look at the goal we score, it’s a good net front. We had some 
good looks, but I think we can get there a little more, just try 
and get in his eyes. He’s the best goalie in the world, so 
we’re going to have to do some special things to get pucks 
by him. You’ve got to tip your cap, he’s very good. We’ll 
come again and try and throw everything we’ve got at him, 
try and get more bodies in front. It’s all we can do.  

On the Canes’ resiliency: I don’t think we had a let off after 
they scored. Obviously we don’t want them to score, but I felt 
like we came back and kept kind of coming at them. 
Obviously plays get magnified so much in the playoffs, and 
the further you go, the more and more each play matters. I 
think we might have had a couple tonight that we’re trying to 
do the right thing but it might not go. We need it to go 5 feet 
more or 10 feet more. It’s little fixes. Everybody’s trying their 
hardest out there, everybody’s putting 100% effort out, it’s 
just little things that are easy fixes and I think we’ll be looking 
at them tomorrow and we’ll be able to fix them.  

On if the team can feel good going into Tuesday: I felt like we 
played our game for the most part, but we can crank it up 
even more. We had stretches where it looked how it needs to 
look, but I think there can be more stretches like that, and it’s 
just every guy giving 1% or 2% more and then we can really 
control. I felt like we had a lot of shifts where we were doing 
what we need to do, but we just need to keep building on 
those, get more of the grind shifts and just do what we do.  

On playing with Vincent Trocheck and Martin Necas: It’s 
easy to play with two elite players. I’m just trying to 
sometimes stay out of their way but sometimes create space 
and get in front of the net. We had a few shifts there where 
we were doing our thing. We just need more of that. The 
second period was kind of tough because there were 
penalties and we kind of got out of sync a little bit, but we got 
back on it in the third and had some good shifts. But 
obviously we need to keep building on that. We talk about 
those being good shifts but that’s our style. It’s trying to wear 
them down and obviously those guys were skating well 
tonight and I was just trying to do my thing.  

Jake Bean 

On scoring his first playoff goal: It’s nice to see that go in. We 
had a nice atmosphere tonight and hopefully next game we 
can get a few more of those for the fans. 

On feeling like they’re right there with Tampa Bay: They’re a 
good team. Like you guys know, we’re a good team too. 
They might have managed it a bit better than us tonight in 
some scenarios and we might have been better than them in 
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some other scenarios. I think we have another level and I 
think all the guys in the room agree with that. We knew this 
wasn’t going to come out without some kind of adversity. 

On regrouping for Game 2: I don’t think we have to change 
anything. Rod had us playing playoff-like hockey all year and 
I think that’s an advantage come playoff time. We can just do 
our thing and do the exact same thing we always do and 
that’s going to help us get prepared for the next one. 

On this series being a test for the team’s resiliency: 
Absolutely. That’s kind of our mantra here. There’s a lot of 
good teams that we’re going to have to go through and play 

and we just need to take it one day at a time. When adversity 
strikes, we’re going to try and be resilient.  

On not being scored on first: It can be easier to play from in 
front. I don’t know if there’s anything that we can think about 
differently. Hockey’s a funny game. Little bounces go each 
way. You can be in the right position and do everything right 
and just sometimes it goes the wrong way. I don’t think we 
have to change anything. We’re just going to have to keep 
the plan the same way we are and hopefully the bounces go 
our way early.
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Nedeljkovic, so good so far for the Hurricanes, wavers on the winner 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

MAY 30, 2021 08:55 PM  

 

RALEIGH 

Even on a Tuesday in January, it would have been a brutal goal at the 
end of a discouraging play. 

It started when Jani Hakanpaa couldn’t get the puck out of the zone. 
Barclay Goodrow skated down the left wing, cut inside and was forced 
back outside by Brady Skjei, then took a speculative shot from just above 
the goal line, harmlessly you might even say, from Alex Nedeljkovic’s 
right. 

Nedeljkovic, so good for the Carolina Hurricanes in the playoffs, had a 
good look and scrambled toward the post but left a gap between his right 
pad and the post along the ice. Goodrow’s shot caromed off the pad and 
somehow went in. Short side. Tight angle. Near post. 

Back-breaking in the middle of the season. At this moment, with seven 
minutes to go in a playoff game, at home, the first of a new round against 
the defending champs, it’s a potential series-breaker. 

The Hurricanes had scrapped and scraped for everything against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning on Sunday, nothing coming easy — not that it has 
for this team even in the best of times — playing from behind and tying 
the score early in the third. And then the Lightning got as easy a goal as 
you’ll ever see with seven minutes to go for the 2-1 game-winner in front 
of the largest crowd yet at PNC Arena, the Hurricanes’ first loss at home 
this postseason. 

The Hurricanes have prided themselves on their resilience, but this will 
be as difficult to recover from, in its own way, as either double overtime 
loss. 

“It’s tough. Tough for everybody,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “It’s no use hiding it. It’s a no-good goal. A bad goal. He’s going to 
admit it. It happens. He made a lot of good saves tonight, too. That’s part 
of it. We’ll bounce back and he’ll bounce back. We’ve got to score more 
than one to win anyway. That’s the way I look at it. We had our chances. 
We’ve got to make it tougher for them.” 

Nedeljkovic made some huge saves and only gave up two goals, the first 
on a deflection against Tampa Bay’s potent power play, but the other 
was just awful. One too many under any circumstances. It’s not 
something that’s been an issue in the playoffs. 

There was the one goal in Game 4 in Nashville, when Nedeljkovic 
jumped to play the puck and missed it, but for the most part he’s been a 
rock, a constant, utterly reliable and consistently composed during a 
postseason when the Hurricanes quietly have not gotten enough 

production — and Brind’Amour’s quiet frustration is starting to show as 
he shuffles his lines — from several key players. 

That includes Andrei Svechnikov, Teuvo Teravainen and Nino 
Niederreiter before he was injured in practice Saturday and went from 
probable for Sunday to “very, very doubtful” for the series in the space of 
32 hours. Vincent Trocheck has been flying around, but only has three 
points to show for it. If the Hurricanes were getting more from some of 
their big guns, maybe Nedeljkovic’s howler wouldn’t have been so 
magnified. 

It also doesn’t help that the guy at the other end of the ice has never 
made a habit of handing out freebies. Andrei Vasilevskiy was as good as 
expected, screened by Jesper Fast on Jake Bean’s power-play goal to 
start the first period, and prone to giving up juicy rebounds the 
Hurricanes couldn’t convert, but otherwise seamless. His excellence 
leaves no margin for error, so when a goal like that goes in at the other 
end, the stakes are exponentially higher. 

“Plays get magnified so much in the playoffs,” Hurricanes forward Jordan 
Martinook said. “The further you go the more and more each little play 
matters. I think we might have had a couple tonight that we’re trying to do 
the right thing but it’s just where it might not go — we need it to go five 
feet more, 10 feet more. But it’s little fixes. Everybody’s trying their 
hardest out there, everybody’s putting 100 percent effort out.” 

This one game, that one goal, won’t shake the Hurricanes’ confidence in 
Nedeljkovic, earned the hard way during the Nashville series, but it does 
make their task more difficult against the Lightning. They did a lot of 
things right Sunday but couldn’t capitalize, and there’s no question as a 
team — and especially some individuals — they have more to give. 

That’s true across the board, but especially in net. The Hurricanes don’t 
necessarily have to win the goaltending battle. But they certainly can’t 
lose it like this. 
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Hurricanes, Lightning battle to the final seconds in Game 1 of the second 
round 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 30, 2021 04:34 PM 

  

This was the way hockey is supposed to look, especially playoff hockey. 

Two teams pushing the pace. Hard play, but no cheap shots. Good 
goaltending. Strong work on special teams. Intense for 60 minutes. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Tampa Bay Lightning supplied plenty of 
that Sunday in Game 1 of their second-round playoff series at PNC 
Arena, the Lightning emerging with a 2-1 victory. 
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Barclay Goodrow’s goal at 12:39 of the third period, on a shot that beat 
Alex Nedeljkovic to the short side, gave the Lightning the 2-1 lead and 
proved to be the difference. 

“I think we were fine,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We 
worked hard. We just made some mental errors. Our execution can be 
better on some things. It was a pretty good game for us. Tough way to 
end it, but I felt like were OK.” 

The Lightning scored the first goal of the series on a Brayden Point 
power-play score in the second period. The Canes tied it 1-1 with a 
power-play strike by defenseman Jake Bean early in the third. 

Bean’s score, on a shot from the point, came just as it appeared Tampa 
Bay goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy was going to completely stifle the Canes. 
With a crowd of 16,000 becoming antsy with each Vasilesvkiy save, 
Bean had Canes fans standing and roaring, 

But Goodrow’s score lowered the volume. The forward played one game 
in the opening round against Florida and the goal was his fourth career 
playoff score in 49 games. 

“They’re a good team. We’re a good team too,” Bean said. “They might 
have managed it better than us tonight in some scenarios, and we might 
have been better in some. We know we have another level. We knew this 
wasn’t going to come without any kind of adversity.” 

Game 2 of the series will be Tuesday at PNC Arena. 

The Canes carried over power-play time into the third period, then turned 
it into a tying goal by Bean. 

Bean unleashed a shot through traffic from the point, with Jesper Fast in 
front of the net, to finally get the puck past Andrei Vasilevskiy at 1:41 of 
the third for a 1-1 tie. 

“He’s the best goalie in the league,” Canes forward Jordan Martinook 
said. “We’ve got to get in front of him and make it hard on him. You look 
at the goal we scored, it was a good net front. I think we can get there a 
little more.” 

Tampa Bay’s Blake Coleman was called for tripping Martinook with 13 
seconds left in the second period. The Canes had difficult time setting up 
early in the third before Bean found a lane and got off his shot for his first 
career playoff goal — Andrei Svechnikov and Fast with the assists. 

Updates from earlier in the game: 

SECOND PERIOD: TAMPA BAY LEADS 1-0 

The Canes said a top priority against Tampa Bay was staying out of the 
penalty box. The Canes’ first penalty of the series resulted in the 
Lightning’s first goal of the series and a 1-0 lead after two periods. 

After Brock McGinn was called for high-sticking, the Lightning scored as 
Brayden Point redirected a shot by Victor Hedman at 8:15 of the second 
period. The Lightning were 8-for-20 on the power play in the opening-
round series against Florida. 

Point was able to get inside position on Canes defenseman Jani 
Hakanpaa in scoring his fifth of the playoffs. It was Hedman’s ninth assist 
of the playoffs. 

The Lightning had another power play but Nikita Kucherov was called for 
cross-checking McGinn in the back of the neck to abbreviate it. The 
Canes are 0-3 with a man advantage in the game. 

Tampa Bay goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy has had some high-stress 
moments in net as the Canes have gotten some good looks but has 
stopped all 26 shots and been Tampa Bay’s best player. 

FIRST PERIOD: NO SCORE, PLENTY OF ACTION 

The first 20 minutes of the game were scoreless but not action-less, and 
the Canes spent a lot of it in the Tampa end during the first period to 
please the crowd of more than 16,000. 

The Canes had the first two power plays of the series and had some 
decent chances, including a shot in tight by Vincent Trocheck. His line 
has been active throughout the period, and winger Martin Necas had a 
shot ring the post. 

With Nino Niederreiter out with an upper-body injury, Jordan Martinook 
has been moved on the Trocheck line. 

Canes center Sebastian Aho took a puck off the foot early and was in 
some pain but was quickly back on the ice. 

The Canes had a 15-12 shooting edge in the first, Trocheck with a high-
quality four shots, and an 11-8 edge in scoring chances 
(naturalstattrick.com). 

The Lightning are playing without defenseman David Savard, a surprise 
late scratch with an upper-body injury. 

GAME SETUP: IT’S FUN, FOLKS 

Win or lose, hockey fans can all agree on one point: the playoffs are fun. 

But what about the players? Can there be any fun n the Stanley Cup 
playoffs with so much at stake, or is it an intense, physical grind from 
game to game? 

“It is a grind but it is a ton of fun,” center Vincent Trocheck said Sunday 
before Game 1 of the Canes’ second-round series against Tampa Bay. 
“The whole purpose we play hockey is to be playing in the playoffs, to be 
playing for a Stanley cup. 

“Everybody’s goal is the same, to win a Stanley Cup. I mean, this is our 
dream. I definitely would that this is fun.” 

Tampa Bay had the most fun last year in winning the Stanley Cup, even 
in the bubble and silence of Edmonton. The Lightning now go into the 
series with the Canes with the look of a team with its full lineup in place 
and with the intent of repeating. 

More than 16,000 fans will be at PNC Arena on Sunday hoping to help 
make things miserable for the 2020 champs. There were more than 
12,000 at the three home games against Nashville in the opening-round 
series and Trocheck said they were a factor. 

“It was rocking, and it got our hearts pumping a little bit faster and the 
adrenaline pumping,” he said. 

That support helps, but the Canes must get the job done on the ice and 
Trocheck and his line could be a big part of that. 

Trocheck was remarkably productive much of the regular season, with 17 
goals and 19 assists in his first 33 games. He then went the last 14 
games without a goal, with seven assists, and had two goals and no 
assists in the six-game playoff series with Nashville. 

If there is an “X-factor” for the Canes, it could be Trocheck returning to 
the offensive form he showed much of the season. One of his linemates, 
right wing Martin Necas, was the team’s top scorer in twill he eight 
games against Tampa Bay with three goals and five assists, and the 
Canes need the Trocheck line to do its part this series. 

The Trocheck line be missing left winger Nino Niederreiter. Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said Sunday morning that Niederreiter, who left 
Saturday’s practice session early, was questionable for the game 
although he did not specify an injury. 

How important is winning Game 1? 

“They’re all important but you don’t want to get behind if you don’t have 
to,” Brind’Amour said. “You have to find a way to get four (wins). And to 
get four you have to start with the first one.” 

Preferably in Game 1. 
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Nino a no-go for Game 1? Hurricanes forward “questionable” for opener 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

MAY 30, 2021 01:49 PM 

 

Just when the Carolina Hurricanes got out from wondering whether 
Jaccob Slavin would play that night, Nino Niederreiter has entered the 
discussion. 

The forward left the ice in the middle of Saturday’s practice and was 
“questionable” for Sunday’s Game 1 against the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Sunday. On Saturday, 
Brind’Amour said of Niederreiter’s departure, “I don’t think it will be an 
issue.” 

Niederreiter had one goal in six games in the first-round series against 
the Nashville Predators. If he’s unable to play, Brind’Amour said 
Saturday that Cedric Paquette was available to play against his former 
team if needed. 

Paquette missed the final six games of the regular season and did not 
play against Nashville. He had three goals and four assists in 38 games 
after he was acquired from the Ottawa Senators for Ryan Dzingel. 

A HERO’S WELCOME 

David Ayres, the Toronto emergency goalie and Zamboni driver who 
stepped in and shocked the world by backstopping the Hurricanes to a 
win over the Maple Leafs last February, was scheduled to be the second-
intermission siren sounder on Sunday. Tripp Tracy was scheduled for 
pregame and N.C. State women’s tennis stars Jaeda Daniel and Alana 
Smith at the first intermission. 

STRENGTH ON STRENGTH 

If there was one constant theme ahead of the series from the Hurricanes, 
it was the danger of Tampa Bay’s power play and the need to stay out of 
the penalty box and not rely as heavily on the Hurricanes’ excellent 
penalty-kill as they did in the first round. 

The Lightning were a 22.2 percent team in the regular season -- ninth in 
the NHL -- but with the postseason addition of Nikita Kucherov they 
converted at a 40.0 percent clip against the Florida Panthers in the first 
round, scoring eight power-play goals in the six-game series. Only the 
Colorado Avalanche, which went 6-for-12 in a sweep of the St. Louis 
Blues, has been better. 

“They are extremely skilled, and you got to be careful, but that’s where 
you actually get worse if you’re too cautious,” Brind’Amour said. “They’ll 
eat you up. They’re going to get their chances regardless. We’ve just got 
to limit the amount of them by not taking penalties. When we do, we can’t 
change too much of what we’re doing. We’ve had success doing it the 
way we’re going to do it. But knowing that they’ll still get their chances.” 

The Hurricanes limited the Predators to three power-play goals -- two 
with a two-man advantage -- on 26 chances, the most any team has 
faced in the playoffs so far. At 88.5 percent, the Hurricanes actually 
performed better than they did in the regular season, when they were 
third in the NHL at 85.2 percent. 

MYSTERY MEN 

While a great deal of attention has surrounded Kucherov’s return to the 
Lightning after missing the entire season, especially as he leads the NHL 
with 11 postseason points, the Hurricanes have an X-factor of their own. 
Among the 35 games Teuvo Teravainen missed this season were all 
eight against Tampa Bay. Teravainen had a goal and an assist against 
Nashville. 

“We haven’t seen Teravainen on their team,” Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper said. “I don’t think he played a game against us this year. You’re 
getting slightly different looks. In the end, Game 1 is a feel-out game, 
kind of get a gauge for where things are and go from there.” 

Teravainen had a goal and an assist against Nashville, and was notably 
on the ice for only one Predators goal the entire series. 

TAILWINDS 

Martin Necas took a three-game point streak into the second round. … 
Brind’Amour would pass Peter Laviolette for second-most playoff wins by 
a coach in franchise history with a win. Paul Maurice has 25; 
Brind’Amour went into Sunday tied with Laviolette with 16. 
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Tampa may have more offensive talent than Nashville, but Canes expect 
similar grind 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

MAY 30, 2021 06:30 AM 

 

RALEIGH 

The offensive talent on both sides of the ice in this series is staggering, 
and that’s even before Nikita Kucherov’s, uh, miraculous return from 
injury in time for the playoffs. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning just won the Stanley Cup with a high-powered 
group that starts with a mobile defense led by Victor Hedman and Mikhail 
Sergachev backing up forwards like Steven Stamkos, Brayden Point, 
Ondrej Palat and Kucherov, who merely leads the playoffs in scoring so 
far. 

The Carolina Hurricanes can answer with Sebastian Aho, Andrei 
Svechnikov, Martin Necas, Vincent Trocheck up front, not to mention 
playoff goal-scorer Brock McGinn, and the unpredictable but explosive 
Dougie Hamilton on defense. All of that makes them a “legit contender,” 
according to none other than Stamkos on Saturday. 

It’s easy to look at all of that and expect, or perhaps maybe hope, that 
the second round will be a little more up and down, a little less bump and 
grind, than the first round was. The only way the Nashville Predators — a 
one-line, one-pairing team — could compete with the speed and skill of 
the Hurricanes was to slow things down, clog up the ice and grind it out. 
The Hurricanes and Lightning, theoretically, could whiz up and down the 
ice trading chances like it’s 1985 all over again. 

“This is obviously a team that’s very dangerous on the rush and off 
turnovers and quick transition,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. “It’s 
going to be a different style for sure.” 

Yes, isn’t it pretty to think so? 

One needs only to look at the eight games these teams played during the 
regular season to be disabused of any notion this series will be any less 
brutal than the last. Five of the eight were one-goal games before empty-
net goals. Two went to OT. Only once did one team get four goals past 
the opposing goalie. 

The stretch of four games in six days in February that served as a sort-of 
mini-playoff preview — two in Raleigh followed by two in Tampa — saw 
the Lightning win three of four, but if you take out the empty-net goal in 
every game, a reminder of how close things actually were, there were a 
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total of 13 goals scored, 7-6 in favor of Tampa. There were two shutouts. 
It was not an offensive bonanza. 

“I looked back at all our games against Tampa and there wasn’t a lot of 
room,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It was low scoring and 
low shots. We had a lot more against Nashville. It looks that way, but we 
were getting quite a bit of offense. It might be tighter in this series than 
the other series, just based on how they defend. And obviously, they’ve 
got some high power, so we’re going to have to try to defend them and 
shut it down.” 

Then you’ve got the goalies, with Alex Nedeljkovic catching lightning in a 
bottle for the Hurricanes as a rookie — he recorded his first NHL shutout 
against the Lightning in February — and Andrei Vasilevskiy the current 
NHL gold standard and presumptive Vezina Trophy favorite for the 
Lightning. Both ranked among the top six in every traditional and 
advanced goaltending stat. 

In terms of goals per game, neither team was in the top six for offense in 
the NHL. Both were in the top six defensively. 

So just as the Lightning and Florida Panthers slugged it out for six games 
in a first-round series that sometimes turned violent, all the skill on the ice 
in the second round is going to have to fight its way through the static to 
rise above. The Lightning will be far more dangerous off turnovers than 
the Predators, but a few key power-play goals could swing the series one 
direction or the other. A goaltender may steal a game or two. A physical 
price will still be paid. 

“It won’t be a cakewalk going up and down the ice,” Staal said. 

That’s the way it always is, and that’s the way it will be again. 
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Hurricanes can’t solve ‘best in the world’ Andrei Vasilevskiy despite best 
efforts: Civian’s postgame vibe check 

 

By Sara Civian  

 

The first-ever playoff meeting between the Carolina Hurricanes and the 
Tampa Bay Lightning was everything everyone thought it would be: fast, 
fun, special teams-heavy and a heckuva goaltender showcase. The 
Canes brought their much-hyped pressure early and often. But the 
Lightning brought a certain man named Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

How a game of hockey is won is usually incredibly nuanced, complicated 
and subjective. But the two reasons for Sunday’s outcome — a 2-1 win 
for the Lightning in Game 1 of the Central Division finals — couldn’t have 
been more clear cut: 

1. Vasilevskiy’s performance: Anyone who has ever seen him play for 
five minutes could’ve seen it coming, but still, no one could stop it. 

And Canes did as much as they could to try. According to Natural Stat 
Trick, they owned a 56.1 percent advantage in Corsi for the game, a 53 
percent advantage on the faceoff dot, and a 2.87 to 1.97 edge in 
expected goals. They outshot the Lightning 38-30 and out-chanced them 
in every period except the third. Vasilevskiy turned 37 of the 38 shots 
away. 

“He’s the best in the league, the best in the world, let’s put it that way,” 
Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We know that. We knew 
that coming in. It’s not a surprise. I mean he’s been doing it for quite a 
while. We just have to figure out ways to make it a little bit harder on him 
because he’s going to make a lot of great saves. That’s pretty much 

exactly what we thought was going to happen, as far as his performance, 
and now we just gotta keep trying.” 

2. Rookie goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic’s late-game blunder. 

Shayna’s ellipses say it all. 

“It’s tough. It’s tough for everybody. And there’s no use hiding it: It was a 
no-good goal,” Brind’Amour said. “It was a bad goal. He’s going to admit 
it. It happens. He made a lot of good saves tonight, too. That’s part of it. 
He’ll bounce back. We’ll bounce back. We’ve got to score more than one 
to win anyway. That’s the way I look at it. We had our chances. We’ve 
got to make it tougher. We’ve got to get more than one.” 

Those two factors added up to the first loss at home for the Hurricanes 
this postseason, and they were a reminder that there is no room for error 
against Tampa Bay. As a neutral observer, man, it was a great hockey 
game. 

Postgame observations 

• We’ll start with Nedeljkovic’s aforementioned blunder and get it out of 
the way. It was a real shame for a slew of reasons: 1) I thought Game 1 
was Nedeljkovic’s strongest showing of the postseason up until that goal. 
2) That was the worst goal he’s allowed by far in the postseason. And 3) 
The timing couldn’t have been worse than with less than half of the third 
period left to play. But we’ve been talking about resiliency all year, and 
this will be the latest test. It was a brutal mistake, but it was still only one 
mistake. I don’t think you should replace him with Petr Mrazek after one 
mistake, but that decision is well above my pay grade. 

• The Canes started on time. The only thing more solid than their first 
period was Vasilevskiy. The Canes peppered him with 15 shots in the 
first period (to the Lightning’s 12), and they weren’t soft shots. according 
to Natural Stat Trick, the Canes had 1.64 expected goals in the first and 
six high-danger chances, while the Lightning had 0.51 expected goals 
and two high-danger chances. The Hurricanes obviously didn’t end up 
scoring in the first, but after allowing the Predators to score the first goal 
in five out of their six first-round games, the Canes needed to make a 
point to “come in hot,” as Jaccob Slavin would say. To Brind’Amour’s 
point, this is where the Canes should’ve scored “more than one” goal. 

• Smart folks like y’all would never underestimate the power of special 
teams in the playoffs, and there’s a reason we’ve all been harping on this 
even more than usual leading into a Hurricanes-Lightning matchup. The 
series is relatively even at five-on-five, but the Lightning’s odds skyrocket 
when you factor in one of the most lethal and consistent power-play 
systems we’ve seen in years. Despite how well the Canes were playing, 
you could almost blindfold yourself and predict what was going to happen 
when the Lightning got their first power play of the game a little under 
halfway through the second period. Rinse, repeat, Victor Hedman to 
Brayden Point. You live and die by a “power kill” like the Hurricanes’, and 
it was looking fabulous for the first half of Tampa’s man advantage until it 
was just slightly too aggressive. If anyone is going to cash in on the 
centimeter of breathing room, it’s going to be the Lightning. After that, 
though, the Canes were excellent shorthanded. They killed two of three 
penalties overall and got better with PK. 

• On the other side of this coin, the Hurricanes’ power-play units looked a 
bit different without Nino Niederreiter (upper-body), who is “very, very 
doubtful” to return to the series. Unit one: Martin Necas, Sebastian Aho, 
Vincent Trocheck, Teuvo Teravainen and Dougie Hamilton. Unit two: 
Andrei Svechnikov, Jordan Staal, Brett Pesce, Jake Bean and Jesper 
Fast. Unit one had a few good looks throughout the game but couldn’t 
bury any, and overall in retrospect going 0-for-5 was costly against the 
Lightning. Unit two struggled a bit more at first but came through where it 
counted for … 

• … Bean’s first career playoff goal. “We need him to be good,” said 
Brind’Amour, who has been healthy-scratching Jake Gardiner in favor of 
the rookie Bean, a first-rounder from 2016. “We need him to step up and 
take another step. Hopefully it propels him to the player that we think he 
can be.” 
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• You heard it here first, friends (and enemies, according to the comment 
sections recently): Vasilevskiy is good. But what are the Canes going to 
do about it? “He’s the best goalie in the league, so we’ve got to make it 
hard on him and get in front of him,” Jordan Martinook said. “You look at 
the goal we score, it’s a good net front. We had some good looks, but I 
think we can get there a little more, just try and get in his eyes. He’s the 
best goalie in the world, so we’re going to have to do some special things 
to get pucks by him. You’ve got to tip your cap. He’s very good. We’ll 
come again and try and throw everything we’ve got at him, try and get 
more bodies in front. It’s all we can do.” 

• Looks like Vincent Trocheck is shaping up to become the Lightning’s 
villain of the series. 

• And now for tonight’s vibe check. First up is the one and only Brian 
Pesce, aka Brett’s dad: 

And we’ll give the final vibe check to Brind’Amour tonight: 

“Nothing’s come easy for this group, ever,” he said. “Nothing’s ever 
handed to them. Everything they’ve gotten, they’ve earned. There’s 
never been an easy game. It seems like there’s been anything that’s 
gone easily. Obviously, we’re in the playoffs. We’re going to have to go 
earn every inch of ice that we get, every goal. But this group’s always 
bounced back. So I don’t expect anything different.” 
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How ‘big-game player’ Barclay Goodrow — the Lightning’s ‘Jeep’ — 
starred in Game 1 

 

By Joe Smith  

May 31, 2021 

 

The Jon Cooper quote was catchy, but it’s also true. 

The Lightning coach was talking the other day about third-line winger 
Barclay Goodrow when he said “you can’t have all Ferraris.” 

“Sometimes you need a good old-fashioned four-wheel-drive Jeep to get 
you through the mud,” Cooper said. “And that’s what Barclay Goodrow 
can do for you.” 

The Lightning needed Goodrow to get them through a fast-paced, 
physical Game 1 against the Hurricanes, who threw everything at the 
defending Stanley Cup champs for 60 minutes at a packed PNC Arena 
on Sunday night. That Goodrow scored the game winner with seven 
minutes to go in a 2-1 victory was fitting, but so was the fact he was on 
the ice for the final 79 seconds in a six-on-five situation to close it out. 
The goal was important, but so was Goodrow having the presence of 
mind to hand Ryan McDonagh his stick when the defenseman broke his. 

Victor Hedman won the Conn Smythe last fall, with Nikita Kucherov and 
Brayden Point racking up scoring records. But it was Goodrow who was 
on the ice for the final moments of the Cup-clinching win. You know how 
much a coach values a player when he’s on the ice for high-leverage 
minutes, and Goodrow played three of the final six minutes in a one-goal 
game. 

“You can tell he’s a big-game kind of player,” Hedman said. 

“You can trust him in any situation,” McDonagh said. “In a tight game, 
he’s out there and he makes a goal happen. We’ve got the lead, he’s out 
there defending. He sacrifices his body, he’s willing to block shots, we all 
feed off that. Secondly, he’s got some undercover skill around the net 

front there, and that chemistry with that line to be offensive has come up 
in situations time and time again. So, I think he’s just such a versatile 
player.” 

The Lightning played a strong road playoff game, perhaps conservative 
in the early going, when they needed goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy to be their 
backbone. Hedman was terrific, looking a lot like his Norris Trophy-
caliber self. And the power play came through with the first goal of the 
game. But it’s players such as Goodrow and his line with Blake Coleman 
and Yanni Gourde who embody why the Lightning won the Cup last year 
and could very well complete a historic repeat this summer. 

They’re tough. They’re smart. They are annoying as hell to play against. 
And they can make the big plays at key times. 

“Not all players are like that,” Cooper said. “And when you find them, 
you’ve got to utilize them. (Goodrow) doesn’t usually get his accolades 
from getting game-winning goals, he’s usually the guy stopping game-
tying goals from happening. But you’re really happy for the guys that are 
team-first players that earn the opportunity to bask in the limelight, which 
he deserves.” 

There’s a reason the Lightning paid a hefty price to acquire Goodrow and 
Coleman at last year’s trade deadline. The San Jose Sharks didn’t want 
to trade Goodrow, who became an identity player for the franchise after 
an inauspicious start. Before Goodrow scored the OT winner in Game 7 
for the Sharks in the 2019 Western Conference final, he was struggling to 
find his way in pro hockey. 

The undrafted forward from Toronto had played his first full NHL season 
in 2015 with the Sharks, though former San Jose coach Pete DeBoer 
said Goodrow probably wasn’t ready yet. He needed more seasoning, as 
AHL coach Roy Sommer found out in the 2015 playoffs. 

“He stunk,” Sommer recalled Sunday night by phone. “I didn’t know what 
was wrong with him. He couldn’t make a play, had no confidence. Didn’t 
hit anybody. There was no mojo to his game.” 

Sommer tried something radical in putting Goodrow on the fourth line 
early in the 2015-16 season. Goodrow would tell our Kevin Kurz that “it 
was kind of a point where it could go one way or another, and I was like, 
‘I’ve got to push on the gas pedal here, switch some things up.'” 

Goodrow did just that, tallying 13 points in the next 12 games and 
becoming an AHL All-Star. DeBoer said it was the case of a prospect 
needing more development time to be ready for the next level. 

“It just kind of clicked,” Sommer said. “I’ve been doing this a long time, 
and there just comes a moment where guys either make it or break it. It 
goes south or it goes north. And he went north.” 

Goodrow’s breakout season came in 2018-19, when he was part of the 
Sharks team that made a run to the Stanley Cup Final. People forget that 
before Goodrow scored one of the biggest goals in franchise history, the 
OT winner in Game 7 against Vegas, he was benched. Goodrow had 
been on the ice for three of the first four goals the Vegas Golden Knights 
had scored. DeBoer sat Goodrow for a good chunk of that game but 
didn’t give up on the scrappy winger. 

“They have to know they’re going to have another chance to fix it,” 
DeBoer said. 

With just over a minute left in overtime — just Goodrow’s second shift in 
that period — he scored the game winner, beating Marc-Andre Fleury. 
“Probably one of the biggest goals in Sharks history,” Sommer said. 
“Barclay is one of my favorite all-time players. He’s earned everything 
he’s gotten.” 

Goodrow should earn a nice pay bump this summer when he’s an 
unrestricted free agent, with his $925,000 cap hit a bargain. But before 
that, he hopes to put his name on another Cup. Goodrow said when he 
arrived in Tampa, he knew there were so many highly skilled players, he 
felt he could bring physicality. “I take a lot of pride in being defensively 
sound and being counted on to do a good job on the penalty kill and 
defend a lead when we’re up late in a game,” he said. 
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Goodrow said he was just trying to get the puck on net for a rebound on 
his winner Sunday, sneaking a wrist shot under Carolina goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic. “It just found a way to go in,” Goodrow said. 

Sommer wasn’t surprised: Goodrow has found a way his whole career. 
When told of Cooper comparing Goodrow to a four-wheel-drive Jeep, 
Sommer laughed. “It’s a fair comparison.” 

“I think I’ll take it,” Goodrow said with a smile. “Those are pretty reliable 
cars. I know the resale value is pretty good, they hold up in all kinds of 
conditions. I’ll take it.” 

Here are other observations from the Lightning’s Game 1 win: 

Vasilevskiy ‘in the zone’ 

Goaltending could be the difference-maker in this series, and it certainly 
was Sunday night. 

Vasilevskiy, who channeled mentor Ben Bishop in a series-clinching 
shutout Thursday against the Panthers, picked up where he left off with 
another stellar performance. The Lightning needed him, especially early 
on, with Vasilevskiy making 15 first-period saves. The Hurricanes were 
putting on the pressure, taking it to Tampa Bay, but the Vezina Trophy 
winner helped the Lightning weather the storm. 

“He’s the best in the league, let’s put it that way,” Carolina coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We know that. It’s not a surprise. He’s been doing it 
for quite a while. We just have to figure out ways to make it a little bit 
harder on him.” 

McDonagh has compared Vasilevskiy to former Rangers goaltender 
Henrik Lundqvist because of their competitiveness and high standards. 
And Sunday was another example. 

“He just tracks the puck so well, he never gives up on the puck,” 
McDonagh said. “He just stays to his strengths, he never seems to be 
sliding and flopping around the crease. He’s so well prepared, strong on 
his skates and we’ve got great confidence in him. He knows teams are 
going to have pushes, surges in the playoffs, and we know he’s our 
backbone back there.” 

In the first period alone, the Hurricanes had a 1.78 expected goals rate 
and six high-danger chances, according to Natural Stat Trick. But the 
game was scoreless after 20 minutes. 

“He’s the best goalie in the world,” Carolina’s Jordan Martinook said. 

There was a sign made by a Carolina fan that was shown on the 
Jumbotron before the game. Vasilevskiy made sure it didn’t age well. 

Nedeljkovic’s goal he gave up to Goodrow wasn’t a good one, and the 
Canes weren’t saying it was after the game. 

“It’s tough, it’s tough for everybody,” Brind’Amour said. “There’s no hiding 
it, it was a no-good goal. It was a bad goal. It happens. He’ll bounce 
back.” 

All it takes against the Lightning is one “bad goal” per game, so if 
Vasilevskiy keeps playing like this, it’s going to take a special effort from 
the Hurricanes rookie to beat them. 

Cernak ‘should be OK’ 

The Lightning started Sunday with a bit of a surprise as David Savard 
was scratched because of an upper-body injury. He was coming off his 
best game with Tampa Bay, and seemed fine, but had to be replaced by 
Luke Schenn for Game 1. 

Then came another blow with Erik Cernak leaving the game late in the 
second period after hitting his head in a collision, getting sandwiched by 
two Hurricanes players. 

“He should be OK,” Cooper said. 

Cernak, who anchors the team’s shutdown pair with McDonagh, is 
extremely difficult to replace. But give credit to the five defensemen left, 

with Hedman delivering a monster performance (27:36, eight blocks, 
including a couple in the final minute). McDonagh played over 25 
minutes, and Mikhail Sergachev logged nearly 23. 

“I thought we did a good job managing our shifts, keeping them short,” 
Hedman said. “Everyone was kind of rolling. We did a good job on the 
back end of maintaining the play we want to play. Even though we’re 
down one guy, you want to execute plays and get up in the rush. I 
thought we did a pretty good job of that.” 

Power play comes through 

The Lightning power play versus the Canes “power” kill is expected to be 
a key storyline throughout the series. 

We didn’t expect there to be this many power plays in Game 1 (eight 
total, with five for Carolina), but each team had a goal with the man 
advantage. The Lightning’s power-play goal, scored by Point on a 
deflection of a Hedman shot, was important as it gave the defending Cup 
champs the first goal of the game. 

The Canes’ penalty kill was a bit more aggressive than the Panthers put 
forth in the first round, especially on puck carriers like Nikita Kucherov, 
who had one assist to give him 12 points in the playoffs. But Tampa Bay 
still feels like it can execute against the Hurricanes. So far, so good. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Which coaches are in position for new NHL 
opportunities? 

 

By Pierre LeBrun  

May 31, 2021 

 

There are currently five NHL head coaching openings and interviews are 
well underway in all those situations so it’s a good time to look at what’s 
going on. 

Plus, let’s cast an eye as well to the future in the coaching ranks. 

NHL free-agent head coaches 

Gerard Gallant: Canada’s world championship head coach has 
interviewed with the Rangers and Blue Jackets so far, sources confirm. 
I’m told he left a favourable impression on the Rangers’ brass. It’s 
believed he talked to Seattle in April 2020 but I don’t think the Kraken 
have circled back. Everywhere he goes, players go through a wall for 
him. Hard to think he won’t get hired this offseason. 

Rick Tocchet: He’s a hot candidate right now. Sources say he has 
interviewed recently with Seattle, Buffalo, Columbus and the Rangers. 
Clearly, teams value how he maxed out the talent he had to work with in 
Arizona. That, plus his Stanley Cup championship experience from being 
an assistant on the Penguins staff in 2016 and 2017. 

David Quinn: Fired by the Rangers, he’s already interviewed in 
Columbus, which is hardly a surprise given the John Davidson 
connection. Hearing that a few other teams have also sent out feelers. 
Teams are often attracted to second-time head coaches. 

Bruce Boudreau: He recently interviewed with the Sabres but as far as I 
can tell, that’s the only team that has reached out. Boudreau’s .635 win 
percentage behind the bench is second only to Scotty Bowman in NHL 
history so it’s somewhat surprising he hasn’t got more calls. There are 
some who fear the game has passed him by at age 66, which I don’t 
think is fair. Perhaps the next gig here is for an NHL team to hire him as 
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an associate coach to fix their special teams. He did talk to Toronto about 
an associate role last offseason but it didn’t work out. 

John Tortorella: First, for those wondering if the veteran bench boss still 
wants to coach, the answer is yes. But as far as I can tell from checking 
with a few sources, the phone hasn’t rung yet. Some teams I know worry 
about his tough-love approach at times (Patrik Laine, Pierre-Luc Dubois), 
but he’s also the same coach who led the Jackets to series wins over 
Tampa Bay and Toronto the last two years. 

Claude Julien: Man, talk about being under the radar these days. Julien 
has kept a very low profile since his Habs dismissal earlier this season. I 
don’t believe any team has asked Montreal permission to speak to him 
yet (Julien has another year on his contract at $5 million), but I’ve also 
heard a few teams kicking his name around a bit. I do think if the fit is 
right he would coach again. 

Bob Hartley: Does a KHL championship get the veteran coach back on 
the NHL radar? I traded emails with him recently to ask if he’s got calls 
from NHL teams and he politely declined to answer. He won the Jack 
Adams as NHL coach of the year in 2015 in Calgary and then was fired 
by the Flames a year later and we haven’t seen him in the NHL since. 
He’s currently coaching host Latvia at the men’s worlds. 

NHL assistant coaches on the radar 

Lane Lambert, New York Islanders: Barry Trotz’s longtime assistant is 
viewed by many around the game as being ready to be an NHL head 
coach. I suspect Arizona has him on its radar and it wouldn’t surprise me 
if expansion Seattle also doesn’t reach out when the time is right. 
Obviously the Isles are still in the playoffs so any team wanting to talk to 
Lambert must be patient. Or, they can call Isles GM Lou Lamoriello now 
and see how that goes (I’m joking). But either way, it seems like a 
foregone conclusion Lambert will be an NHL head coach sooner rather 
than later. 

Todd Nelson, Dallas Stars: Nelson has won at every level he’s coached 
and seems due as well. Sources say he’s interviewed recently with 
Arizona and Columbus. The Coyotes are looking at a number of guys 
who would be first-time NHL head coaches as the organization looks to 
rebuild the roster. Nelson — who was interim head coach in Edmonton 
replacing Dallas Eakins midway through the 2014-15 season —  has 
been highly thought of everywhere he’s gone but still awaits his first real 
chance as NHL head coach. 

Rocky Thompson,  San Jose Sharks: He’s another name like Lambert 
and Nelson that seems on the verge in the next year or two. The Sharks 
plucked him out of the Vegas organization where he was AHL head 
coach to join Bob Boughner’s San Jose staff. He’s another guy I thought 
Arizona would reach out on but as of this weekend, that hadn’t 
happened. 

Kirk Muller, free agent: Let go in Montreal along with head coach Claude 
Julien midseason, I wonder if an NHL team will want to take a look at 
Muller, who took over in the bubble last summer when Julien had his 
health situation and the Habs performed well. Muller was head coach in 
Carolina almost a decade ago and seems primed for a second kick at the 
can. He has certainly put in the miles over the years as an 
assistant/associate. Does he get a look for the big job again? 

Don Granato, Buffalo Sabres: The Sabres assistant took over as interim 
head coach this season and he is a legitimate candidate for the 
permanent job though GM Kevyn Adams is casting a wide net and talking 
to a lot of people. Still, Granato is well-liked and has a real shot at it. 

Jack Capuano, Ottawa Senators: The associate coach to D.J. Smith in 
Ottawa has helped bring along that rebuild in Canada’s capital and 
perhaps after another season trending up that work will net the former 
Islanders head coach a second chance. He’s got one year left on his deal 
in Ottawa. He’s currently the head coach for Team USA at the men’s 
worlds in Latvia. 

Other notable NHL assistants on the radar include Brad Larsen, 
Columbus; Joe Sacco, Boston, Nolan Pratt, Colorado; Jeff Halpern, 
Tampa Bay. 

Pascal Vincent, Jets organization: Honestly surprised he still hasn’t got 
his shot in the bigs as a head coach. 

“Pascal is a real student of the game and in life,” said Jets GM Kevin 
Cheveldayoff. “Over the time that he has been with the Jets organization 
he has worked as an assistant in the NHL under two head coaches and 
has been a very successful head coach in the AHL. Along the way, he 
has gained valuable experience in all aspects of coaching today’s game.” 

Benoit Groulx, Lightning organization: Also has put in his time. Given 
Tampa Bay’s place in the hockey world, it’s weird that his name isn’t out 
there more. 

“He has one of the best hockey minds I have come across,” said 
Lightning GM Julien BriseBois. “He is demanding and holds players 
accountable. He has done a lot of winning at every level he has coached 
at and gets the most out of his players.” 

Spencer Carbery, Capitals organization: He was named AHL head coach 
of the year Friday. As far as I know, he hasn’t got any calls from NHL 
teams yet and I suspect the next step for him would be to become an 
NHL assistant first at some point. A name to file away. 

Karl Taylor, Predators organization: Named AHL coach of the year last 
season. 

“Karl hasn’t missed any steps through his progression to become our 
head coach in Milwaukee,” said Preds GM David Poile. 

“Love his resume. Checks all the boxes, knowledgeable, experienced, 
great relationships. Definitely deserves consideration for NHL 
opportunities.” 

Other AHL head coaches on the NHL radar include Jay Woodcroft, 
Oilers; Jay Leach, Bruins; Troy Mann, Senators; Kris Knoblauch, 
Rangers; Neil Graham, Stars. 

Nate Leaman, Providence and Team USA world juniors: Sources say the 
Sabres plan to talk to him once he’s back from the men’s IIHF world 
championship where he’s an assistant coach on Team USA after leading 
the program to world junior gold this past year. I’d be surprised if Buffalo 
is the only team that wants to talk to him. 

Scott Sandelin, University Minnesota-Duluth: His one and only NHL 
interview was in the summer of 2019 when the Anaheim Ducks brought 
him in for the job that eventually went to Dallas Eakins. While it might be 
surprising Sandelin has only had one NHL interview given his track 
record in college, my sense is that it’s more to do with the fact he hasn’t 
chased it very much. But I also think that after 20-plus years at UMD, he 
would be open to listening to NHL teams. 

Andre Tourigny, Hockey Canada: The world junior coach for Canada’s 
silver medal team this past year took on more responsibility with Hockey 
Canada in March when he accepted a one-year deal to coach in four 
international events: the current men’s worlds in Latvia as an assistant, 
the world juniors again as head coach, an assistant on the Canadian 
Olympic staff for Beijing and finally head coach next spring at the men’s 
worlds. The two-time OHL coach of the year in Ottawa is filling out his 
resume nicely with the Hockey Canada gig this year. It should open 
doors with AHL/NHL teams over the next few years. 

Rikard Gronborg, Zurich Lions: The former Swedish national team head 
coach is a name that’s been on the radar for a few years but NHL teams 
have rarely dipped their toes overseas for the big job behind the bench. 
Which is too bad. I do believe NHL team executives need to broaden 
their thinking on coaching hires. Gronborg has put in the time at a high 
level. 

Speaking of broadening the scope … 
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Imagine the day when a woman steps behind an NHL bench as head 
coach. I can. 

It will be a watershed moment for the sport. 

But first, some doors have to be opened at other coaching levels in 
men’s hockey. 

Some coaches to keep an eye on: 

Laura Schuler: Head coach of the Canadian national women’s Olympic 
team in 2018, the former national team player is in her 19th season in 
NCAA women’s hockey in varying roles, currently serving as a high-
performance coach advisor to the Quinnipiac Bobcat’s women’s ice 
hockey program. She also spent a number of years as a development 
coach for Hockey Canada. 

Cassie Turner: Turner has been the head coach of the Quinnipiac 
University women’s hockey team for six seasons. In her first season as 
head coach, Turner set the NCAA record for wins by a first-year women’s 
ice hockey head coach at any level. She is credited for re-energizing the 
program. She also has coached for Hockey Canada, head coach of 
Canada’s national women’s under-18 team in 2014-15. 

Kori Cheverie: She’s the assistant coach on the Ryerson Rams men’s 
hockey team in Toronto, joining the men’s coaching staff as a full-time 
assistant in 2016, becoming the first female to be a full-time assistant in a 
men’s hockey program in Canadian university sports history. 

Cheverie, who has definite NHL coaching aspirations, played six seasons 
in the Canadian Women’s Hockey League (CWHL) with the Toronto 
Furies. 

Cheverie is sitting on the “Women Breaking Barriers” panel at the 
upcoming NHL Coaches’ Association Global Coaches’ Clinic (alongside 
NFL coach Jennifer King and NBA coach Natalie Nakase). 

Stacey Colarossi: The former head coach of Laurentian University’s 
women’s hockey team (Laurentian cancelled its hockey program in April), 
she spent eight seasons behind the bench. 

Prior to that, she spent nine seasons as associate coach of the York 
University Women’s Hockey Program. She seems ready now to jump to 
the men’s side of the sport. 
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The Athletic / Which NHL teams have drafted the best and worst since 
2005? 

 

By Scott Wheeler and Harman Dayal  

May 31, 2021 

 

The NHL has created an entire industry of coverage and curiosity in 
prospects and the draft that thrives well beyond when the picks are 
made. 

It has done so because of how early its predominantly 18-year-old draft 
takes place, the global nature of the sport and the wide range of leagues 
and levels available to prospects before they reach the NHL, and, maybe 
above all else, the parity in the league created by its salary cap, which 
fuels a never-ending pursuit of the cheap-entry level contracts and young 
players who can open a team’s contending window. 

On top of all of that, there are these two truths: 

1. Hockey is the hardest of the big four sports to scout because it doesn’t 
have the measurables of the other sports. Even as data at the NHL level 
inches closer in some areas, its data points in junior, college and non-
NHL pro leagues are inconsistent at best and unreliable or empty at 
worst. 

2. Because of the time lag between a player’s draft day and NHL debut 
(even as the league gets younger) and the breadth of games being 
played across several time zones and multiple continents, NHL fans, 
even the diehards, don’t have the time to keep adequate tabs on their 
prospects. The result is an economy of draft authorities who do that work 
for them. 

The sheer difficulty that comes with drafting in hockey also creates a ton 
of unpredictability, which results in hits and misses. Every hockey fan has 
the instinct to pore over old drafts to wallow in all of the players their 
team missed on. 

Here, through an exhaustive review of draft data since the 2004-05 
lockout (a good barometer for modern player evaluation), we’ve tried to 
cut through the noise to provide a holistic picture of how every NHL team 
has done. 

We’ll start with some of the raw data before trying to take it a step further. 
The data includes a total of 2,551 picks from 2005 to 2016 (it’s too early 
for the 2017 to 2020 results, so our focus there will be more anecdotal at 
the end of this article). Of those picks, roughly half have played an NHL 
game. Those players have played more than 280,000 games, and have 
produced nearly 120,000 (and counting) points. 

Here’s what the raw data looks like across several counting stats, with a 
bit of an index for the ones that aren’t obvious: 

• NHLers: Players each team has drafted who’ve played at least one 
game in the league. This is not a barometer for NHL regulars. 

• Hit %: The percentage of NHLers produced according to the number of 
picks made by each team. An easy way to identify a scouting 
department’s success rate. (Scouts don’t trade picks.) 

Takeaways 

There are some immediate trends that develop out of this dataset (which 
we dove into previously in 2019 and has now been updated through all 
games on March 30, 2021). 

The first ones are the teams that lead the way on various fronts. 

The Blackhawks, for example, made the most picks in the 12 drafts from 
2005 to 2016, selecting 105 times. That’s nine more than the next-most 
for a team (which accounts to basically selecting an entire extra draft 
class) and an average of nine selections per draft. But despite all of 
those picks, their 41 NHL players is tied for 17th among the league’s 30 
teams (sorry Vegas, we’ll get to you later!). That gives them a 39 percent 
success rate, which is tied for last in the league. 

On the flip side, the Penguins won the Stanley Cup twice and made the 
fewest picks in that span, selecting just 72 times (six per draft, for an 
average of one pick traded away each year). But the Penguins don’t 
appear in red anywhere else, suggesting that they’ve done reasonably 
well with what they have. 

The Blue Jackets and the Bruins led the way by drafting the most players 
to get into an NHL game with 51 apiece, but the Bruins were the league’s 
most efficient, doing it with 78 picks to Columbus’ 89 for a 65 percent 
rate, a full 16 percentage points higher than the league average of 49 
percent. The Bruins were also the most productive on a per pick basis, 
producing an average of 61 points out of every selection. 

The Kings light up green the most, ranking first in total games played and 
games played per pick, second in total NHLers and total points produced 
by those NHLers and third in hit percentage. 

The Canucks, on the other hand, don’t look good here. They made the 
fewest picks and drafted the latest on average, which drives some of 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 31, 2021 

 

those results down, but it’s ugly no matter how you slice it, with league-
worst rates virtually across the board as well. They missed a lot, and the 
players they did get didn’t last or become particularly productive. The 
2005 to 2015 lookback period results are very grim, albeit a lagging 
indicator that doesn’t capture their recent drafting turnaround under GM 
Jim Benning. 

Of the players who did make it, the Avalanche produced the most 
productive ones and by a decent margin. That’s driven in part by top 
picks like Nathan MacKinnon, Gabriel Landeskog and Matt Duchene, but 
they deserve a ton of credit for also drafting highly skilled forwards like 
Mikko Rantanen (10th), Ryan O’Reilly (33rd), Chris Stewart (18th) and 
Paul Stastny (44th) as well as highly productive defencemen like Tyson 
Barrie (64th) and Kevin Shattenkirk (14th). 

Though average pick isn’t as strong a measurement for predicted 
success as actually weighting each pick (which we’ll get to in a moment), 
it does highlight some interesting notes at either end of the spectrum. It’s 
no surprise that the Sharks drafted lower on average than any other team 
in the league given how competitive they were as a franchise from 2005 
to 2016. They actually did OK, all told. On the other side, you’d like the 
Coyotes to do better than they did considering their favourable draft slots. 

The Islanders and Blues probably challenge each other to round out the 
top five here with the Kings, Bruins, Blue Jackets and Oilers. The only 
teams that are likely in the conversation to give the Canucks a run for the 
worst record are the Devils and Rangers, though the Canadiens, Flames 
and Wild are firmly in the bottom 10 as well. 

Other notes: 

The worst team draft classes: Only five team draft classes from 2005 to 
2010 produced zero NHL games. The Canucks (2007 and 2010) had two 
of them and the Flames (2006), Canadiens (2008) and Penguins (2008) 
had the other three. It still feels too early to fully write off the other drafts 
since, because players taken in 2011 are only 27 and 28 right now, and 
it’s not completely unheard of to have players that age find their way into 
the league. 

The best team draft classes: The most productive team draft class of this 
era was Boston’s 2006 group led by Phil Kessel (5th), Milan Lucic (50th), 
Brad Marchand (71st), which have combined for more than 2,100 points 
(and counting). Pittsburgh’s 2005 group finishes an unsurprising second 
thanks to No. 1 pick Sidney Crosby, but they don’t get there without 
nearly 600 points from 62nd pick Kris Letang, either. The Islanders had 
back-to-back drafts that produced more than 1,100 points and more than 
1,400 points in 2008 (Josh Bailey, Travis Hamonic, Matt Martin and 
Jared Spurgeon) and 2009 (when they drafted John Tavares at No. 1 but 
also hit on all seven of their picks). Tampa’s 2011 class deserves some 
love for going six-for-six and nabbing Vladislav Namestnikov (27th), 
Nikita Kucherov (58th) and Ondrej Palat (208th). 

The best feeders: The London Knights remain the giant of player 
development, producing more NHL picks (38) than any other program 
from 2005 to 2016 outside of USA Hockey’s all-star national program 
(66). 

For a closer look at the results, though, we’ve also taken the data a step 
further, mining it right down to the expected value of each pick. 

As you might imagine, point totals alone are inadequate for measuring a 
player’s overall value, particularly for defencemen and goalies. We need 
a more holistic way of objectively assessing each draftee’s impact and for 
that, we’ll turn to colleague Dom Luszczyszyn’s Game Score Value 
Added model. GSVA, which is measured in wins, is an all-in-one stat that 
combines box score statistics like points, shots, blocks and penalty 
differential with underlying metrics that measure two-way impact and 
then adjusts it for usage. 

Here, for each player, we analyzed how many wins of value they chipped 
in during their first seven NHL seasons, as that’s how long teams 
typically have control over a player’s rights. If there were recent draftees 
that haven’t played all seven seasons yet (e.g.: someone drafted in 2015 

might have only played four NHL seasons so far), we took the existing 
results and simply projected their value for the remaining years. 
Luszczyszyn’s goalie data was derived from Evolving-Hockey’s data. 

Let’s begin by looking at the total value every team has gained from the 
draft. On the right side of the table, we’ve included six notable draftees 
purely for context (you shouldn’t judge the ranking of teams based on 
these six). 

Washington may not immediately come to mind when you think of the 
best drafting teams in the NHL — they haven’t mined an impact player 
since 2015 with Ilya Samsonov — but they’re at the top of the table for 
this lookback period. The Capitals landed this high in large part because 
of how many goalies they’ve unearthed as Braden Holtby, Semyon 
Varlamov, Samsonov, Philipp Grubauer and Michal Neuvirth have 
combined for 55 wins of value. The Capitals drafted especially well 
between 2006 and 2014, including the 2012 draft where they pulled Filip 
Forsberg, Tom Wilson and Chandler Stephenson with their first three 
selections. Landing John Carlson and Evgeny Kuznetsov with late first-
round picks is mighty impressive as well. 

Meanwhile, at the absolute bottom, the New Jersey Devils netted roughly 
a fifth of the value from drafting that the Capitals did. New Jersey and 
Arizona at 25th are the two teams that you could argue were unable to 
draft a single star player through 12 draft years. 

Examining the total value each team’s extracted from the draft is a good 
starting point but one factor that we need to account for is the quality of 
each team’s picks. It’s a lot easier to mine high-end talent as a bottom-
feeder consistently drafting in the top 10 compared to a contender 
picking in the mid-to-late 20s, after all. To account for this, we can look at 
the historical average value of every pick in the draft. 

The first overall pick, for example, is expected to be worth 17.7 wins over 
seven years on average by the GSVA model, the second pick 12.3 wins, 
the final pick in the first round 2.8 wins and so on. 

Here’s what each pick has been worth on average by GSVA: 

What we can do with this is tabulate an expected number of wins/GSVA 
for each team’s draft capital and then compare that to what they actually 
garnered. This means that a team like Edmonton that’s consistently 
drafted in the top five will have a much higher bar to clear while a 
perennial contender like Pittsburgh that’s had few valuable picks will be 
graded far more generously. 

So which teams have outperformed their draft capital most significantly, 
ie: picked the best on relative terms? 

The top-five drafting teams on a relative basis (Washington, Tampa Bay, 
Pittsburgh, St. Louis and Boston) all won the Stanley Cup in the past 
decade. On the opposite side of the spectrum, the bottom-five drafting 
teams (Buffalo, Florida, Edmonton, Arizona and Vancouver) account for 
some of the longest ongoing rebuild projects in that span. 

Of course, this isn’t a definitive ranking of drafting ability, there needs to 
be room for subjective interpretation. Pittsburgh, for example, gained 11 
of its 19.5 wins above expected from Sidney Crosby, who was a no-
brainer selection — it’s an excellent pick on paper but it’s not one a team 
should get too much credit for here. Without Crosby, they’d be neck and 
neck with Dallas for the 10th spot, which is still solid. The Penguins have 
had limited draft capital to work with, ranking 23rd in expected pick value, 
but they’ve made the most of it by landing a pair of high-end top-six 
forwards in the third round in Jake Guentzel and Bryan Rust. 

Anaheim ranks high on this list at sixth. They’ve drafted really well but 
squandered the opportunity by relinquishing players like Shea Theodore, 
Jake Gardiner, William Karlsson and Kyle Palmieri before they broke out. 
This mismanagement has undermined an amateur scouting staff that has 
otherwise passed with flying colours. 

The Rangers were a bit of a surprise at seven. They’ve certainly 
struggled to land players that move the needle since about 2014 and had 
very little in the way of draft capital to work with before that but they did 
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well from an efficiency standpoint from about 2005 to 2013. During this 
time they made it a habit to either hit in the first round (J.T. Miller at 15th, 
Brady Skjei at 28th, Chris Kreider at 19th, Marc Staal at 12th) or nail it in 
the second if they squandered their first pick (Derek Stepan in 2008, 
Artem Anisimov in 2006). Their best class on a relative basis was 2013 
where they selected Pavel Buchnevich, Anthony Duclair and Ryan 
Graves all in the third round or later. 

Toronto was below average in the drafting for most of this sample but 
since Brendan Shanahan’s arrival, the club’s had a strong turnaround. 
William Nylander (eighth in 2014) and Mitch Marner (fourth in 2015) were 
critical hits that are worth a combined 17.4 wins above expected based 
on their draft slot. 

Similar to New York, we didn’t expect to see Dallas round out the top 10. 
The Stars have been hit and miss with their first-round selections but 
they’ve made up for it by mining Jamie Benn, John Klingberg, Esa Lindell 
and Roope Hintz outside of the first round. 

Nashville’s a really fascinating case in the top half. The Predators 
amassed a number of elite defensive talent in Roman Josi, Ryan Ellis, 
Seth Jones, Samuel Girard and Mattias Ekholm but they’ve been held 
back significantly by an inability to find high-end offensive weapons up 
front, especially at centre. 

It might be surprising to see the Blackhawks as low as 19th but that’s 
because the heavy lifting to construct their Cup-winning core was mostly 
accomplished just prior to our lookback period. Between 2002 and 2004, 
Chicago acquired a boatload of picks that helped yield Duncan Keith, 
Brent Seabrook, Corey Crawford, Dustin Byfuglien, Dave Bolland, Troy 
Brouwer and Bryan Bickell. 

The one drafting juggernaut we haven’t touched on yet is Tampa Bay. 
The Lightning ranked as the NHL’s best drafting team outside of the first 
round, which shouldn’t be a surprise considering that they’ve netted 
Brayden Point, Nikita Kucherov, Anthony Cirelli and Ondrej Palat in later 
rounds. 

Conversely, this table also explains part of the reason why it’s taken the 
Oilers so long to round the corner out of their rebuild. Edmonton’s had a 
tough time supplementing its first-round selections with players that can 
move the needle elsewhere in the draft. 

Recent results (2017-2020) 

Wheeler: When I think about the teams that have drafted best of late and 
I haven’t pored over the data, the first team that comes to mind is Vegas. 
I loved their drafts in 2017, 2019 and 2020. Part of all of their noticeable 
hits has been driven by the number of high picks they’ve had, but they 
haven’t really missed on any of those (Cody Glass, Nick Suzuki, Erik 
Brannstrom, Peyton Krebs and Brendan Brisson) and they appear to 
have hit everywhere else in the draft as well (Lukas Cormier, Lucas 
Elvenes, Ivan Morozov, Jack Dugan and the rest). 

If I had to predict the teams we’ll look back on as the most successful 
another 10 years from now (relative to where they’ve picked in this 
stretch) when we do this all over, though, I’d bet on the Hurricanes, 
who’ve drafted most in line with my board, and the Kings, who’ve 
assembled an unrivalled group of prospects in the last few years that 
should turn them around faster, in theory, than some of the other current 
rebuilding teams. 

All three of those teams really get it. 

Dayal: The Canucks have taken full advantage of some of the more 
recent top picks they’ve had. Elias Pettersson (5th) and Quinn Hughes 
(7th) were home run picks in 2017 and 2018, respectively. 2019 second-
round pick Nils Höglander graduated ahead of schedule as a valuable 
middle-six contributor already while Jack Rathbone has top-four upside 
despite being a 2017 fourth-round selection. 

I’m also a big fan of what Colorado has done at the draft table recently, at 
least with its first-round picks. Cale Makar is going to be a perennial 
Norris Trophy candidate, Bowen Byram could be another cornerstone 

piece on the back end and I think the Avs also got excellent bang for their 
buck with Alex Newhook at 16th in 2019. It’s scary to imagine how this 
Avalanche team might look like when Byram and Newhook break in 
closer to their primes. 
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The Athletic / NHL playoff predictions unplugged: Anonymous scout, 
coach and exec pick second-round winners 

 

By Scott Burnside  

May 31, 2021 

 

And so we bid adieu to Sidney Crosby and Alex Ovechkin and 
shockingly, as it turns out Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. Auston 
Matthews? Mitch Marner? Hanging by a thread. Goodbye first round, 
hello second round of the NHL playoffs. Well sort of. With Montreal 
pushing heavily favored Toronto to a deciding seventh game Monday in 
Toronto in their first playoff clash since 1979, the North Division is still a 
few days behind the rest of the NHL playoff world. 

But no matter. The pandemic playoffs wait for no team or player and so 
we have once again imposed on our panel of experts — an NHL coach, 
executive and scout — to guide us into the second round. 

While everyone struck out on the Winnipeg-Edmonton series, won in an 
improbable sweep by the Jets, our panel of prognosticators was 
otherwise pretty damned good in the first round. Of the seven series 
completed they combined for a 16-5 mark in the first round. Impressive. 

It doesn’t get any easier with four of the best teams in the NHL, Colorado 
and Vegas in the West and Carolina and defending Cup champion 
Tampa in the Central, squaring off. 

So, without further ado here’s a look at how our panel sees the second 
round shaking down. 

We’ll circle back when Montreal and Toronto finish up to add in 
predictions on whomever Winnipeg faces. So stay tuned. 

East Division 

Boston Bruins vs. New York Islanders  

Boston enters this series as a favorite based on a variety of factors, not 
the least of which was their easy handling of Washington and the 
emergence of Taylor Hall and Craig Smith  who have taken some of the 
pressure off Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak. Not 
that Pastrnak needed much relief as he recorded a hat-trick in the Bruins’ 
series-opening 5-2 win Saturday. 

But the Islanders represent something else entirely given their four-line, 
in-your-face style of play that took advantage of seemingly every misstep 
by the Penguins and their porous goaltending. Rookie netminder Ilya 
Sorokin remains the starter for the Isles although Semyon Varlamov 
could definitely make his presence known in this series and Isles coach 
Barry Trotz was non-committal about his starting goalie in Game 2. 

“Any team that Barry Trotz has coached is going to be a demon to play 
against,” our scout said. “And it’s not like Butch (Bruins coach Bruce 
Cassidy) is a lightweight. That series for me is a tossup.” 

Our scout believes the addition of veterans Kyle Palmieri, who was 
excellent against Pittsburgh, and Travis Zajac, used sparingly in the first 
round, are important as this second-round series unfolds. 
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“Those guys don’t get rattled a whole lot,” the scout said. “For me, it’s 
always the secondary scoring guys in the playoffs.” 

One issue for our executive was how to accurately assess the Islanders’ 
play in their series win over Pittsburgh given how poor Tristan Jarry was 
for the Penguins. 

“To me, this is a whole different series for the Islanders,” the executive 
said. The Islanders’ identity is in making life difficult for opposing teams’ 
top players but the depth provided by Hall’s addition and the addition of 
Mike Reilly on the blue line may make that more difficult for the Isles. 

“That top line (Bergeron, Pastrnak, Marchand) is one of the best in 
hockey and now adding Hall they just have three solid lines,” the 
executive said of the Bruins. 

What, for instance, does Trotz do with the top defensive pairing of Adam 
Pelech and Ryan Pulock? If they go up against the Bergeron line that 
leaves Nick Leddy and Scott Mayfield to containing the David Krejci-Hall-
Smith line. That puts pressure on the Islanders to come up with their own 
balanced attack and means Mathew Barzal, without a goal in six games, 
needs to step up, the executive said. 

“Barzal’s going to have to get going a bit,” he said. 

The executive was also bullish on Boston’s goaltending led by veteran 
Tuukka Rask who was sensational with a .941 save percentage against 
the Capitals. 

“I don’t know why in Boston they shit all over the guy,” he said. “He’s 
proven that he can win series.” 

Our coach was concerned about the status of Smith after leaving Game 
1 with an injury but regardless echoed his feelings that Boston is going to 
be too much for the Islanders to handle. 

“I just think they’re firing on all cylinders,” the coach said. 

How much fun should this series be? Two deep, fast, talented and 
physical teams that can bring the power from the back end, too. Great 
coaching matchup with defending Stanley Cup champ Jon Cooper 
matching wits with Rod Brind’Amour. Jaccob Slavin’s return to the 
Carolina lineup late in the Nashville series was a key. Both teams have 
killer power plays so finding that line between physicality and being in the 
box could be a deciding factor. 

Rookie Alex Nedeljkovic will need to keep up his stellar play if he’s going 
to saw off Andrei Vasilevskiy who is a favorite to win his second Vezina 
Trophy. Nedeljkovic has a .922 save percentage and has played in four 
straight overtime games, winning the last two to close out the Preds, so 
nerves at this point should be a non-issue. The goaltending should be a 
mismatch but our executive said he doesn’t know if the Hurricanes get 
past Nashville without Nedeljkovic. 

“This guy has played good all year,” he said. 

Still, our panel believes strongly in the Bolts. 

“Tampa is playing like demons,” our scout said. “I don’t think Tampa’s 
going to take a step back.” 

Both the executive and the scout noted the return of Barclay Goodrow — 
who scored the game winner in Game 1 on Sunday night — as being 
critical to the Lightning in maintaining the identity established last 
summer that they can play on the freeways and in the trenches. For our 
scout, he said there is just too much to like about Tampa from their 
goaltending on out. 

“When I watch them they’re playing with some major determination,” he 
said. 

Our executive joked that given how devastating Tampa’s power play has 
been – they went 8-for-20 for a cool 40 percent efficiency against Florida 
– Brind’Amour should start working the officials sooner than later. The 
key for our executive will be in Carolina’s depth scoring. Guys like Nino 

Niederreiter, Vincent Trocheck, and Martin Necas, who had a strong 
series against Nashville, will need to continue to produce. 

“Jordan Staal has been great. They certainly have it in them,” the 
executive said. “But I’m going to take Tampa in six although I could see 
Carolina winning it in six or seven.” 

Our coach likewise felt this series was going to be a tough challenge for 
Tampa. 

“I don’t like the matchup for Tampa Bay just because they come at you 
so fast, they’re such an aggressive team, Carolina,” the coach said. The 
way the Hurricanes employ their four lines on the forecheck will definitely 
test the Tampa blue line corps, the coach added. But in an achingly tight 
series, the coach felt the presence of Vasilevskiy would tilt the tables just 
enough in Tampa’s favor. 

“He’s likely the best goaltender in the world and I have a hard time in the 
playoffs betting against that,” the coach said. 

Perhaps our executive put it best when he outlined how good Vegas was 
in all aspects of the game, how good they are on both sides of the puck 
and on special teams but then added this caveat: “The only problem is 
Colorado is better.” 

It hearkens back to the outset of this prognostication project when it was 
still up in the air whether Colorado would finish first or second in the 
division and the consensus from our panel was that it didn’t matter who 
the Avalanche played. It was an easy sentiment to appreciate after 
watching the Avs cut through St. Louis, just two years removed from a 
Cup win, like the proverbial hot knife through soft butter in a four-game 
sweep. 

Our executive joked that he forgot Brandon Saad – a two-time Stanley 
Cup champ – was with the Avavalanche, that’s how deep they are up 
front. And the blue line, including the additions of Devon Toews in the 
offseason and Patrik Nemeth at the deadline, is imposing. 

“It’s as good as anyone in the league, or better,” the executive said. “And 
(Philipp) Grubauer’s been really, really good. This should be a helluva 
series,” he added. 

Our coach had praise for Vegas head coach Pete DeBoer and believed 
there was merit in starting Robin Lehner against Colorado given the 
workload carried thus far by Marc-Andre Fleury. Though, obviously, this 
was before Lehner was lit up for seven goals against in Game 1 on 
Sunday night. 

Our coach also believes Vegas will find another gear after stutter-
stepping their way through much of the first round. 

“I didn’t think they were playing very well, to be honest with you,” the 
coach said. But, for our coach, Colorado still has too much talent. “For 
me, Colorado’s still the best team.” 

Our scout initially had Vegas coming out of the west and in fact, had 
Vegas and Tampa in the final. He likes the Golden Knights’ maturity and 
he’s likewise a big fan of DeBoer. Max Pacioretty’s return to the lineup – 
he scored in his first playoff appearance in Game 7 – and having Ryan 
Reaves also back in the fold even if both are banged up improves the 
chances for Vegas. Still, our scout was waffling. 

“When I watch Colorado play,” he said searching for words. “Oh, it’s like 
they’re at a level…I’m just not sure Vegas is going to be able to do it.” 

In the end, he stayed with his pre-playoff conviction and went with the 
Golden Knights. “But I have my doubts,” he admitted. 
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Cale Makar had four points; Nathan MacKinnon scored twice as the 
Colorado Avalanche dismantled the Vegas Golden Knights 7-1 in Game 
1 of their series. Ryan Reaves received a match penalty in the game. 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

May 31, 2021, 12:34 AM 

 

The playoffs ended with one arm tied behind the collective back of the 
Colorado Avalanche last season, injuries depleting them to the point 
where they left the Edmonton bubble after two rounds with a 
disappointed shrug. 

“I would have liked to have seen our team fully healthy,” said Nathan 
MacKinnon, after a Game 7 loss in Round 2 to the Dallas Stars, a game 
started by third-string goalie Michael Hutchinson. “You can call it an 
excuse or whatever you want. That’s just the way it is. We lost some key 
guys to our team.” 

This spring, with a healthy lineup and a divisional foe rolling into Denver 
after polishing off Minnesota in a seventh game just two nights prior, the 
Avalanche wasted no time declaring their dominance out West. They are 
healthy, and they are good. 

Mighty good. 

Colorado beat the Vegas Golden Knights as thoroughly as one team can 
defeat another Sunday night, opening their West Final in a 7-1 rout. It 
was a tour de force that was stated emphatically that the Avalanche may 
have ran out of bullets last year. 

This time around, with players the quality of Nathan MacKinnon, Cale 
Makar, Gabriel Landeskog and Mikko Rantanen, they are here and they 
mean business. 

“I love the way our team played tonight,” said Colorado head coach Jared 
Bednar. “Right away, out of the gate, great skating, tremendous puck 
pressure, capitalizing on our chances... The top line set the tone, but our 
whole team was very good. 

This Game 1 was about “learning from the past,” Bednar continued. “We 
discussed the Dallas series. We wanted to make sure we used our legs 
tonight, and just play to our identity. Turn it up a notch in the second 
round.” 

Rest beat rust in Game 1 of this series, with Colorado siting around for a 
week after sweeping the St. Louis Blues. 

Did Vegas fail to make the emotional leap from a frantic Game 7 to the 
start of a new series? 

“We didn’t play well. They played a good game,” said Vegas captain 
Mark Stone. “They came out ready to go.” 

The Vegas top line of MacKinnon, Landeskog and Rantanen scored 
twice in the first period, then blasted tree more home in a four-goal 
second period for Colorado. Makar was a magician on the blue line with 
three assists and a goal. 

Surely Vegas goalie Robin Lehner found himself in the wrong place at 
the wrong time when Vegs head coach Peter DeBoer gave him his the 
start, spelling off Marc-Andre Fleury, who played every minute of Round 
1 for Vegas. 

Thanks coach. 

The Avs came out, as Ilya Bryzgalov so famously said, “Like gorillas 
coming out of a cage.” 

“Listen, rest is a weapon. Especially at this time of year,” Landeskog 
said. “We knew they were coming off a seven-game series with one day 
of rest, and we wanted to make sure we had a fast start.” 

“Flower had just played seven games in 14 days, and an emotional 
Game 7,” explained DeBoer, who you can bet will go back to Fleury for 
Game 2 on Wednesday. “It was a perfect opportunity to use our other 
starter — that’s been a strength of ours all year. 

“The game tonight wasn’t about Robin Lehner. We didn’t play well 
enough in front of him.” 

The one play that took this from a simple rout to a dangerous game of 
frontier justice was a hard, injurious hit by Avs defenceman Ryan Graves 
on winger Mattias Janmark, who did not return to the game. Janmark 
was engaged with another Colorado player and Graves took full 
advantage. 

That the hit came with Colorado holding a 4-0 lead was gas on the fire, 
and that fire burned right through a third period that saw Vegas tough guy 
Ryan Reaves ejected with a match penalty for bloodying Graves. 

Remaining Time -3:21 

Reaves ejected after kneeing Graves' head while down on the ice 

“(The Graves hit) is blindside interference. We didn’t like the play, and we 
lost a player. We’re trying to get those hits out of the game,” said Stone, 
who had no problem with his team’s search for vigilante justice the 
remainder of the evening. “Let’s be honest – you’re down 4-0 halfway 
through the game. It’s a long way to climb yourselves out of.” 

The league will look at the Reaves play, as they do all match penalties. 

“Reaves was on a mission to hurt someone there in the third,” said 
Landeskog. “And that’s what he goes out and does.” 

Stay tuned. It’s heating up out West. 
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Barclay Goodrow scored a goal from a tight angle on Alex Nedeljkovic in 
the third period and that ended up being the game-winner as the Tampa 
Bay Lightning took Game 1 with a 2-1 win over the Carolina Hurricanes. 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

May 30, 2021, 11:28 PM 

 

One day after his coach referred to him as a Jeep amongst Ferraris, 
Barclay Goodrow took the wheel for a series-opening spin as the game’s 
top skater as the Tampa Bay Lightning beat the Carolina Hurricanes 2-1. 

When Jon Cooper referenced the 28-year-old as a good old-fashioned, 
four-wheel-drive-type player who had the ability to drag his sublimely 
skilled club out of the mud, he did it knowing there’d be games like 
Sunday’s when Goodrow would lead the game with seven hits and top all 
forwards killing penalties. 

What he’d only seen once before since Goodrow arrived in Tampa was a 
game-deciding goal, leaving the coach unsure whether to compare it to a 
luxury ride or a weather-torn beater. 

“I don’t know if it was either one of those, but it sure was the winning 
goal,” he beamed, following the win over Carolina that wrestled home-ice 
advantage away from the division champs. 

"He usually doesn't get his accolades from getting game-winning goals. 
He's usually the guy stopping game-tying goals from happening. So 
you're really happy for guys that are team-first players and have an 
opportunity to bask a little bit in the limelight." 
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Goodrow’s winner came with over seven minutes left in a tight game that 
had 16,300 Caniacs frothing after rookie Jake Bean tied it 1-1 early in the 
third period with a power-play blast. 

Goodrow sent a sharp-angled shot towards Hurricanes hotshot Alex 
Nedeljkovic that the rookie netminder somehow let in short-side, under 
his pad to deflate a Carolina club that had a 23-3-5 home record this year 
until Sunday’s loss at PNC Arena. 

Three of his four career playoff goals have been game-winners, which 
says plenty about his ability to step up in the crunch. Nine of his 32 
regular season winners have been winners too – a shockingly high 
percentage for a depth forward. 

Asked afterwards how he felt about being described by his coach as a 
mid-range sport utility vehicle, Goodrow paused. 

“I’ll take it,” he smiled, rolling with the analogy. 

“I think they’re pretty reliable cars. I know their resale value is pretty 
good. They hold up in all conditions, so I’ll take it.” 

Goodrow’s acquisition at last season’s trade deadline with Blake 
Coleman marked the organization’s clear intention to add more moxie, 
grit and defence to a club dripping in offensive firepower. 

Having seen his character shine through in San Jose where he scored 
the game-winner in Games 5 and 7 of the Sharks’ first-round victory over 
Vegas in 2019, Goodrow was given far more than just token fourth-line 
minutes upon his arrival. 

His return from an injury in time for the Bolts’ Game 6 victory over Florida 
solidified a third line that saw plenty of ice time and responsibilities 
against a potent Canes team Sunday. 

Almost six of his 18:48 played on Sunday came on the penalty kill, 
limiting the NHL’s second-ranked power play to the Bean blast in five 
attempts. 

“When I was traded here, obviously there’s so much skill on the team and 
so many high-end, elite players for goal-scoring, playmaking, whatever it 
may be,” said the six-foot-two, 203-pound Toronto native who had six 
goals and 20 points this season. 

“I think my game is a little different than that. I can bring physicality and I 
do take a lot of pride in being defensively sound and being counted on to 
do a good job on the penalty kill and defend a lead when we’re up late in 
games.” 

To that point, the Lightning were 31-1 this season when leading after two 
periods, which is why Goodrow was spotted everywhere in the final ten 
minutes. 

Shortly after his goal, with the frantic push on from the home team for the 
equalizer, Goodrow used his stick to deftly break up a dangerous two-on-
one pass mere feet from being converted by Sebastian Aho. 

In the final minute, Ryan McDonagh’s stick broke, only to have Goodrow 
immediately replace it with his own as the clock ticked down. 

“We just trust him in any situation,” said McDonagh, whose club snapped 
a scoreless tie midway through the game when Brayden Point redirected 
a deft Victor Hedman slap pass through the wickets with the man 
advantage. 

“When it’s a tie game he’s out there and makes a goal happen. When 
we’ve got a lead he’s out there defending. First and foremost, he 
sacrifices his body and is willing to block shots. We all feed off that. 

“Secondly, he’s got some undercover skill around the net-front there.” 

On a team full of players who took turns playing the hero role throughout 
last season’s breakthrough run, Sunday’s star looked to be Point before 
Andrei Vasilevskiy 37 saves seemed to be the difference. 

But in the end, it was Goodrow taking a bow. 

“He’s a big-game kind of player,” said Hedman, whose club plays Game 
2 Tuesday. 

“Obviously last year in the bubble he was outstanding. And you go back 
to San Jose days, he scored a Game 7 overtime winner against Vegas. 
He rises to the occasion and he’s a warrior out there. We were pretty 
pumped to see him come back.” 
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Chris Johnston and Elliotte Friedman go over all the news and rumours 
in the NHL including Sabres' talks with Jack Eichel, the latest on John 
Tavares, if the Winnipeg Jets will have fans in the stands and more. 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

May 30, 2021, 10:23 AM 

 

WINNIPEG — How much rest is too much? 

The answer to that question remains a bit of a mystery, much like the 
Winnipeg Jets' second-round opponent, which will require a Game 7 
between the Toronto Maple Leafs and Montreal Canadiens to determine. 

Now that the gas tanks have been refuelled after a four-game sweep of 
the Edmonton Oilers that included three consecutive overtime games — 
including a triple-OT thriller ended by Kyle Connor in the clincher — the 
Jets admit to being a bit restless to get back into game action. 

But the benefits of some additional time off still outweigh any possible 
downside of a semblance of rust creeping in. 

“You want to make sure you don't let any bad habits creep into your 
game throughout the practice. And then you're kind of just waiting,” said 
Jets centre Adam Lowry. “We're going to go wherever we're told. It's one 
of those things where sometimes you get a little anxious to get started. 
We all want to just keep playing. You try and stay sharp as best you can, 
try to stay as rested as you can, so that when the series starts we're 
ready to go.” 

The series' start date actually became clear Saturday night with the 
Canadiens forcing another elimination game after surviving a third-period 
rally by the Maple Leafs to win in overtime — just like they did in Game 5. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Round 2 in the North Division begins Wednesday in Toronto if the Maple 
Leafs win and in Winnipeg if the Canadiens are victorious for a third 
consecutive game. 

The Jets are going to stay off the ice Sunday after three consecutive 
days of practice. 

Despite having to wait for more than a full week between games, the Jets 
won’t have trouble getting fired up for the next opponent. 

“Calm but ready,” said Jets head coach Paul Maurice. “There’s a timing 
to that and a peaking to that. So really important that we go about our 
business and cover our bases. First: you’ve got to probably fill the 
reserves, get rested, get ready, get right. That anticipation is coming. I 
think you can already feel it. Right now, it’s all details and tactics and 
trying to keep the legs right. 

“And I think there’s confidence that we’ll be able to get to that emotional 
level. The longer that your break is, the more anticipation. We’re close to 
needing a game here soon.” 
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There are some obvious benefits for the Jets when it comes to the 
extended break, and at the top of that list is the opportunity to get back to 
full health. 

Whether it’s the regular bumps and bruises that come up at this time of 
the year, or an extra week and change for speedy winger Nikolaj Ehlers 
to build up his strength and conditioning after missing the first two games 
of the first-round series with a suspected shoulder injury, the Jets will 
take it. 

Ehlers made an immediate impact in his return to the Jets' lineup, scoring 
twice, including the overtime winner in Game 3. 

Fellow forward Pierre-Luc Dubois was sidelined the series opener with 
an undisclosed injury he suffered in the regular-season finale, but 
returned for Game 2 and finished with two assists in three games, with 
both points coming on the power play. 

Dubois also made an important play on the Game 3 overtime winner that 
didn’t end up on the scoresheet, subtly holding up Oilers winger Josh 
Archibald off the draw and preventing him from being able to get his stick 
in the shooting lane before Ehlers unloaded his perfect shot. 

The biggest boost for Dubois between series was the opportunity to 
participate in regular practice after what has been a tumultuous season 
that included a contract dispute, a fulfilled trade request, a 14-day 
quarantine, two injuries and a variety pack of linemates as he bounced 
between playing centre and both wings. 

Can Dubois be the Jets' X-factor heading into Round 2? 

“There have been a lot of ups and downs and it hasn’t been the easiest 
year,” said Dubois. “I haven’t been injured in my life and this year there’s 
two. You can learn from everything. I still know my game isn’t necessarily 
where I know it can be and where it should be. 

“I’m somebody who puts a lot of pressure on himself and has a lot of 
expectations, but you just keep working in practice. Now’s the time to get 
your game where you want it to be and when the second round starts, it’s 
a new game and that’s what I’m trying to work on right now.” 

The Jets also employ the goalie who was kept the busiest this season in 
Connor Hellebuyck. 

After leading the NHL in starts (45) and saves (1,223), Hellebuyck was at 
his best in the opening round, posting a perfect record while sporting a 
1.60 goals-against average and .950 save percentage. 

As much as Hellebuyck enjoys the rhythm of a regular schedule, the 
extra time between action will allow him to be fresher — which could 
come in especially handy as the Jets face games on consecutive days 
for a second round (Game 3 is slated for Sunday, with Game 4 following 
Monday). 

Hellebuyck used Saturday to work individually with Jets goalie coach 
Wade Flaherty and he’ll be up for the challenge of going head-to-head 
with either Jack Campbell or Carey Price. 

No matter which team advances, the Jets know they’re in for a stiff test 
against a club that features plenty of depth. 

“You look at Montreal and they seem to do it by committee,” said Lowry. 
“They don't necessarily have one superstar up front or anything like that. 
They have a bunch of really good players. They're small, they're quick, 
they're tenacious, they're on the puck and they kind of do it through hard 
forechecking and throwing pucks to the net and creating scrums. They 
have a bit of a bigger back end. 

“And then you look at Toronto and obviously Auston (Matthews) and 
Mitch (Marner). But they've got a little bit of extra depth, depending on 
what happens with (John) Tavares and how he heals. Obviously you look 
at how (William) Nylander's played in the first round and you kind of go 
down their forward list and they have some depth, they have some 
scoring. They get contributions from all different lines. Both teams 
present different challenges. They attack slightly differently. They create 

their offence a little differently. But we're focused on how we play and 
how our style of play is going to prevent those chances against, whether 
it's against Toronto or Montreal.” 

Jets continue embracing underdog status as they await next opponent 

When you look at how the Jets disposed of the Oilers, there’s a quiet 
confidence surrounding this group as they find themselves in the second 
round for the first time since 2018. 

“Going into it, there weren't a whole lot of believers in our team, but even 
through our struggles down the stretch I don't think the belief in our locker 
room ever really wavered,” said Lowry. “We've gone through this year 
and for the most part we were really strong bouncing back from losses, 
coming back and generally winning the next game. And you kind of go on 
that slide right near the end of the year and everyone's trying to figure 
out: 'What's wrong with the Winnipeg Jets? Why are things not going 
right for them?’ 

“But in our locker room, we really believe in the group we have here. We 
have a world-class goalie who gives us a chance to win every night. I 
don't know if you're catching teams by surprise. Everyone's kind of 
geared up to play. I think maybe Edmonton maybe was a little surprised 
at our commitment to defence and how tightly we were able to check 
some of them early in the series. But as you move on, every team is 
capable of winning every night. You're going to get every team's best 
every night and the better team's going to come out on top.” 

Whether the Jets remain an underdog against the Maple Leafs or a slight 
favourite against the Canadiens, their approach won’t change one bit. 

The Jets know the style of play they’ll need to lean on once the next 
round begins. 

The commitment to team defence, focusing on puck management and 
limiting turnovers, being disciplined and creating offence the right way 
remain high on the list of priorities. 

“A guy like me that's getting older, you never know when another chance 
is going to come up, so I'm very happy that we get a chance to play in the 
second round,” said Jets left winger Mathieu Perreault. “Now, it's going to 
be down to eight teams and you can really cherish that and bring 
everything you have to that second round so you can keep moving 
forward.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Conn Smythe Power Rankings: Kucherov shines in Round 
1 

 

Emily Sadler@EmmySadler 

May 30, 2021, 9:52 AM 

 

Round 1 of the Stanley Cup Playoffs is (mostly) in the books, and as 16 
teams are (almost) trimmed down to eight, we've seen plenty of standout 
performances prompting early Conn Smythe conversations. 

Round 2 got underway Saturday night, with the Boston Bruins defeating 
the New York Islanders in Game 1. Meanwhile, the Montreal Canadiens 
extended Round One until Monday by forcing Game 7 against the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Here's an early look at potential Conn Smythe contenders through the 
first round of post-season action. 

CHOOSE PLAN 
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Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado Avalanche 

Few players can take their game to the level that the Avalanche forward 
reaches in the playoffs. In Game 1 against the Blues, the 25-year-old had 
two goals and an assist. Game 2 brought an even better performance, 
tallying a hat trick (including his second straight game-winning goal) for a 
four-point game. He’s playing at a 2.25 points per game pace, a scoring 
threat every time he's on the ice. 

One point behind MacKinnon is Gabriel Landeskog -- the only other 
playoff performer whose points-per-game average starts with a two. The 
captain earned at least one point in all four games against St. Louis, 
tallying two goals, six assists, and eight points in just four games, and 
could have some Conn Smythe buzz as well. 

Nikita Kucherov, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Prior to these playoffs, the last NHL action Nikita Kucherov saw involved 
him hoisting the Stanley Cup. Now back in the post-season after missing 
the entire regular season while recovering from hip surgery, he hasn't 
missed a beat and is already playing like he's ready to ready to pick up 
another Cup. 

He landed himself on the scoresheet in five of the Lightning’s six first-
round games against Florida to defeat the Panthers, starting with a two-
goal, three-point effort in Game 1 and topping that total with a four-point 
matchup three games later. He leads the league in playoff points with 11 
(3G, 8A). 

Marc-Andre Fleury, Vegas Golden Knights 

With every game of the Golden Knights' first-round series against the 
Minnesota Wild, a new hero emerged for Vegas, capped by Mattias 
Janmark landing himself in Vegas Game 7 lore. But, just like he did 
throughout the regular season, Marc-Andre Fleury has provided a 
steady, strong presence all along with plenty of heroics of his own. 

After putting up stellar numbers in the regular season — a 1.98 goals-
against average, .928 save percentage, six shutouts in 36 appearances 
— he hasn’t missed a beat in the playoffs with his 1.71 GAA, .931 save 
percentage, and one shutout. Playing against a tough, persistent defence 
in Minnesota and opposite another hot goalie in Cam Talbot, Fleury kept 
Vegas strong even when the club struggled offensively. 

David Pastrnak, Boston Bruins 

Charlie McAvoy looked every bit the top defenceman he is in the Bruins' 
first-round matchup against Washington, and while this Conn Smythe 
ranking is technically all about those Round 1 takeaways, the early start 
for Boston's second-round series against New York cannot be ignored. In 
other words, David Pastrnak's offensive outburst cannot be ignored. 
Hello, Conn Smythe contender. Pastrnak's smart play and elite skill were 
on full display Saturday night. 

Through six games, the dynamic winger and one-third of The Perfection 
Line now has five goals and nine points. Safe to say, Playoff Pasta has 
officially arrived. 

Connor Hellebuyck, Winnipeg Jets 

In four straight wins to sweep the Edmonton Oilers in Round One, 
Hellebuyck faced a combined 159 shots (39 of which came off the stick 
of Connor McDavid or Leon Draisaitl) and let in only eight of them for an 
impressive .950 save percentage and 1.60 goals-against average. 
Winnipeg’s deep offence has found its stride after slumping down the 
stretch, but Hellebuyck’s presence has made it clear to his teammates 
that even when the goals don’t come, he can still get them the win. That 
was certainly the case in Game 2, a 38-save shutout in what was a low-
scoring chess match of a game that ended 1-0 in overtime. 

“He’s the reason we have a chance. He’s the reason we are a playoff 
team and the reason we have confidence every time we go out there,” 
Jets captain Blake Wheeler said of Hellebuyck after that Game 2 shutout 
against Edmonton. “You just can’t say enough about having a guy who 
you believe is going to stop every shot. And when one does go in, you 

just kind of say, ‘Well, that was lucky.’ It’s such a great confidence boost 
for the group where you don’t feel like you have to play perfect hockey." 

Sebastian Aho, Carolina Hurricanes 

Carolina’s deep roster has already brought a handful of MVP-like 
performances, from Jordan Staal leading by example and young Martin 
Necas scoring big goals to the dynamic duo of Dougie Hamilton and 
Jaccob Slavin flexing their offensive muscles and Alex Nedeljkovic’s 
strong performances behind them. But it’s Sebastian Aho who gets the 
nod here, thanks to his clutch first-round play against Nashville. He 
collected his points in bunches in Round One, and in the biggest game, 
he was at his best. Aho scored twice to send the Predators packing in 
Game 6, tallying two smart redirections to fool the phenomenal Juuse 
Saros. He leads the offensive powerhouse in goals (5) and points (7) and 
will be really fun to watch against Tampa Bay in Round Two. 

William Nylander, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Prior to Saturday’s Game 6, Nylander had at least one point in every first-
round game, including a goal in the first four. He’s been undoubtedly the 
best forward for Toronto, and at a time when the team’s other stars are 
struggling to produce, Nylander is doing all he can to carry this offence to 
Round 2. 

Carey Price, Montreal Canadiens 

The biggest reason the Montreal Canadiens climbed back from a 3-1 
series deficit? His name is Carey Price. While Montreal's young centres 
have been the heroes in overtime, Price has been the brick wall 
positioning them for success. If the Habs can complete the comeback 
and win Game 7, we'll have ourselves a great goalie showdown between 
Price and Hellebuyck with the Jets. 

Anthony Beauvillier, New York Islanders 

On an offence that’s not exactly known for its high-scoring ways, 
Beauvillier has been the most productive forward for this defensive-
minded group and was a major reason why they were able to outscore 
the Penguins. He put up three goals and seven points in six games 
against Pittsburgh, and got off to a strong start against Boston with 
another goal. 
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Leafs must embrace 'incredible opportunity' to exorcise playoff demons 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held a media availability on Sunday ahead of Monday's Game 6 against 
the Canadiens. 

Maybe this was meant to be. Perhaps the Toronto Maple Leafs need to 
go to the limit again to finally, once and for all, exorcise their playoff 
demons.  

"As much as it sucks how we got here and what we've been through the 
last couple games ... I really feel, frankly, we're right where we're 
supposed to be," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "We're facing a Game 7 
situation, a very difficult task at a time when the other team has 
momentum, at a time when you start to doubt and question yourself and 
people on the outside doubt and question you. You got an opportunity 
here in a Game 7 to embrace that and meet that head on and push 
through it." 
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The last four seasons, the Leafs failed to push through at key moments 
in the opening playoff round.  

"We've been on the other end of the stick in these do-or-die games," 
noted centre Auston Matthews. "We would like to rewrite that script and 
we have a great opportunity come Monday." 

"Obviously, nerves come into play," said defenceman Morgan Rielly, the 
longest-serving Leaf. "It's a big challenge for us, but having that 
experience of playing in these games helps."  

The difference this year is the Leafs are the clear favourites in the series 
having finished 18 points clear of the Montreal Canadiens in the regular 
season. And they showed that superiority by building a three games to 
one lead. And yet they have ended up at the same spot as usual. Just 
like against the Boston Bruins in 2018 and 2019 and against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets last year, the Leafs season comes down to a 
win-or-go-home game. 

"There's a lot on the line," said Rielly. "It's a big opportunity for this group 
to move forward and win and put that behind us. There's a lot at stake." 

Rielly, Matthews, Mitch Marner, William Nylander and Zach Hyman are 
the five guys expected to play on Monday who were also part of the four 
previous playoff eliminations.  

General manager Kyle Dubas bolstered that core with hungry veterans 
like Joe Thornton, Wayne Simmonds, Zach Bogosian and Nick Foligno 
for exactly these scenarios.  

"It's just staying in the moment," said Foligno. "That is the best thing you 
can advise anybody. In a Game 7 you rise to the occasion because 
you're in the moment. You look around that room and the guys around 
our team that have the abilities that they have, I feel real confident with 
their mindset being that way."  

Toronto has come painfully close to advancing in the past. And now 
they’ve been one goal away twice in this series. 

"Last night, you feel like s— because of what you've been through and 
you're right there in overtime and you could end the series and you don't 
get it done," said Keefe. "But you wake up this morning and you think 
about the opportunity for our team. Everything they've been through, 
especially our core guys, to have this opportunity on this stage, to have 
this be the moment to push through it, it’s an incredible opportunity." 

Playoff disappointment is nothing new to the Maple Leafs. Toronto has 
been bounced from the playoffs in the first round in four straight years 
and are 0-6 in elimination games since 2018, but have a chance to put 
their previous playoff failures behind them with a win in Game 7 on 
Monday. Mark Masters has more. 

One reason why the Leafs are in this position is the top line's lack of 
production. Matthews has one goal on 32 shots. Marner has yet to score 
while firing 17 shots on Carey Price. Zach Hyman has one goal on 19 
shots. 

"Despite Montreal doing a really good job against them, they have found 
ways to generate some really good high-danger chances in every game," 
said Keefe.  

Matthews fired seven shots on net while logging more than 30 minutes of 
ice time on Saturday. But the Leafs held only a slight edge in shot 
attempts in the five-on-five minutes that Matthews played. So, he wasn't 
the dominant Rocket Richard Trophy winner we saw in the regular 
season.  

"We've done a lot of really good things," the 23-year-old insisted, 
"whether it was gaining momentum for our team when we've lost it or just 
creating chances and creating havoc. Obviously, we'd like to see those 
pucks go in, but we're just going to keep shooting and keep fighting and 
keep working to help the team win." 

Marner was less upbeat following Saturday's loss.  

"We need to be better in these situations," the 24-year-old winger said. 
"We're playing too much in our zone. When we got in their zone, we were 
doing a decent job of moving the puck around and getting to the net, but 
too much energy was wasted in our own zone. We've got to make sure 
we're better than that." 

Marner appears to be pressing. He uncharacteristically flipped the puck 
over the glass leading to a delay-of-game penalty on Saturday. He 
termed the play "dumb." 

"Those guys have got to remain confident and not get distracted," said 
Keefe. "There's lots of moments where those guys have had chances to 
make the difference so they have to trust that those chances will be there 
again and got to make good on them. And, throughout all that, they have 
to continue to play hard and play structured and play smart and all those 
kinds of things. But, certainly, we need everybody to be at their best 
tomorrow and our best players, in particular." 

"We're going to breakthrough here," vowed Hyman. "I know those guys 
put a lot of pressure on themselves and it's going to be a big night for 
them." 

'They need to be difference-makers': Leafs expect Matthews, Marner to 
step up in Game 7 

Auston Matthews led the league in goal-scoring in the regular season 
while Mitch Marner finished fourth in the NHL with 67 points. However, 
their success has not translated over to the playoffs as Toronto's top duo 
has just one goal between them in the series against Montreal. 

With Nylander leading the team in goals (four) and points (seven) in the 
series, Keefe has tried to find more ice time for the smooth-skating 
Swede. That included more minutes alongside Matthews and Marner in 
Game 6.  

"It’s been OK," Keefe said of the trio. "We used it more last night than we 
have and I don't think it was Will’s strongest game of the series so I don’t 
know if it’s a true indication of what they could be capable of. So, it’s 
something we got to look at." 

Per NaturalStatTrick.com, the Leafs had a 9-3 edge in shot attempts in 
the five minutes and 37 seconds Nylander, Matthews and Marner played 
together at even strength.  

Nylander was held off the scoresheet on Saturday for the first time in the 
series although he did help set up the Jason Spezza goal by being strong 
on the forecheck. 

"Will had been playing very well in the [previous] role and how I was 
utilizing him," Keefe noted, "and the last couple of games I got away from 
that in an effort to get him a little bit more and it really hasn't gone as well 
for him so I have to manage that a little bit and make sure I'm not getting 
him out of the rhythm that he was in." 

After missing three games with a lower-body injury, Foligno returned to 
the second-line centre role on Saturday night starting between Alex 
Galchenyuk and Nylander. But Keefe is considering reuniting Nylander 
and Galchenyuk with Alex Kerfoot in Game 7. 

"I wanted to get Nick back in the spot we had him in before he left the 
lineup and get a sense of where he was at," Keefe explained.  "Kerfoot's 
played well for us no matter where we've had him. So, that is something 
we're looking at. It's a combination of Nick's health and how it effects the 
rest of the lineup. That's one of the things on my list today to sort 
through." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Will we see Nylander-Matthews-Marner in Game 7? 

William Nylander leads the Leafs in goals (4) and points (7) in the 
playoffs, which has led Sheldon Keefe to try and get him more ice time, 
including shifts with Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner. But the coach 
isn't sold on that trio together. "We used it more last night than we have 
and I don't think it was Will's strongest game of the series," Keefe noted. 
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 There wasn't much of an update on defenceman Jake Muzzin, who left 
Saturday's game with a lower-body injury.  

"He's getting further tests this afternoon so we don't have word or update 
on his status yet," Keefe said. "He hasn't been ruled out [of Game 7] at 
this point." 

One trend in all three losses by the Leafs in the series has been a slow 
start. They fell behind 1-0 in Game 1, 3-0 in Game 5 and 2-0 in Game 6.  

"That’s inexcusable, obviously," said Hyman. "It's something that we've 
discussed as a team. So, that's on us and we'll be ready to go for Game 
7. We can't change anything in Game 5 and Game 6, but it's something 
we have to grow from and learn from. I think the guys are ready and it's a 
huge opportunity. Montreal-Toronto, Game 7, we'll be ready." 

Keefe is taking some of the blame for the early-game angst. The 
coaching staff spent time on Sunday discussing the best ways to get the 
group going in Game 7.  

"There's a responsibility for the players to be ready at the drop of the 
puck but, as the head coach, I take a lot of responsibility myself to have 
the group ready and that hasn't been the case," he said. "Montreal is a 
team that's going to come with lots of energy and speed and pressure 
early. In the games where we've had success as a team, we've managed 
that early on and then pulled away as the game has gone along. They've 
been able to establish their game for a longer period of time here in the 
last couple and we have to change that."   

Montreal has outscored Toronto 4-1 in the first period in the series while 
the Leafs hold a 9-2 edge in the second period and 7-3 in the third 
period. 
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Maple Leafs hope to extinguish Game 7 demons against Habs 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — The Maple Leafs have one chance left to either re-write 
their painful playoff history, or remain doomed to repeat it.  

For the third time in four years, Toronto is facing elimination in Game 7 of 
its first-round NHL playoff series. Every one of those games ended in a 
Leafs’ loss, as did a decisive Game 5 in the qualifying round of last 
summer’s postseason tournament.  

It wasn’t supposed to be like this again for Toronto. This time, the North 
Division’s top-seeded Leafs built a 3-1 lead over Montreal in their 
opening-round series, and were poised to advance to the second round 
for the first time since 2004.  

Then came the Leafs’ Game 5 loss in overtime, followed by another 
overtime loss in Saturday’s Game 6. In both outings the Leafs fell behind 
by multiple goals, and had to claw their way back in the third period just 
to force an extra frame. 

Leafs determined to fix slow starts: 'It's Montreal-Toronto Game 7, we'll 
be ready' 

Slow starts have plagued the Maple Leafs in the past two games, falling 
behind 3-0 and 2-0 in games before making a comeback that would 
ultimately fall short in overtime. The team is determined to fix their poor 
starts and will be ready for the Canadiens right from the jump in Game 7. 

The result is that a series once dominated by Toronto is now up for grabs 
in Monday’s Game 7. And only a victory has power to change the Leafs’ 
sad playoff narrative.  

“[After Game 6] you feel like sh*t because of what you've been through 
and you're right there in overtime, you could end the series, and you 
don't get it done,” coach Sheldon Keefe said on Sunday. "[But] as much 
as it sucks how we got here and we hate it, I really feel that we are right 
where we're supposed to be, where we're facing a Game 7 situation at a 
time when you start to doubt and question yourself, and people on the 
outside doubt and question you. You’ve got an opportunity here in Game 
7 to embrace that and meet that head on and push through it.” 

Only nine players expected to be in Toronto’s lineup on Monday also 
suited up in their most recent Game 7, a 5-1 loss to Boston in April 2019. 
Fewer than that (eight) were with the Leafs the season before when they 
blew a 4-3 third period lead in another Game 7 against Boston and fell 7-
4.  

Keefe has said throughout the regular season and playoffs that this is a 
different group, one not tormented by past postseason failures. But for 
key players who have been through them all, like Auston Matthews, 
Mitch Marner, William Nylander and Morgan Rielly, the unsettling 
memories of a job not done still linger.  

“You leave the game last night and you're thinking about it throughout the 
day,” Keefe said of Toronto’s recent shortcomings. “You reflect on what 
the group has been through, in particular our core group, and we've 
talked about it. I think this group that we have here, this team is its own 
unit, and it's separate from anything that's happened in the past but 
there's components of the group that have been through a lot here.” 

What the Leafs hope is to have learned a thing or two along the way, 
even over the past week. In Games 5 and 6, Toronto fell behind because 
of self-inflicted errors, whether via turnovers in the defensive zone (Game 
5) or undisciplined penalties (Game 6). They also managed to bridge the 
gap in both instances with timely goals and reach overtime, only to be 
undone by more giveaways - one by Alex Galchenyuk, one from Travis 
Dermott - that led directly to Montreal’s game-winning goals.  

Those mistakes can’t be undone now, and Toronto can’t allow itself to be 
haunted by them either.  

Playoff disappointment is nothing new to the Maple Leafs. Toronto has 
been bounced from the playoffs in the first round in four straight years 
and are 0-6 in elimination games since 2018, but have a chance to put 
their previous playoff failures behind them with a win in Game 7 on 
Monday. Mark Masters has more. 

“It's natural during a playoff series to let doubt creep in a little bit,” said 
Rielly. “But it's on us to control that. As a group we have to approach it 
like we have to win one game. We're not overly happy with how we got 
here, but the reality is we have to go out there on home ice tomorrow and 
win one game. And I think that we have a huge belief in our group to be 
able to play with anybody, to beat anybody one time.” 

The Leafs’ chances of success would improve with more output from 
their top line. Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner especially have had a 
quiet series so far, with Matthews notching one goal and two assists and 
Marner having yet to score while tallying four helpers.  

The low production hasn’t been for lack of effort. Matthews leads all 
Leafs in shots (32) and all forwards in shot attempts (116) this 
postseason; Marner has put 17 pucks on Carey Price and recorded 105 
attempts. But the Canadiens top line centered by Phillip Danault has 
continually stymied the Leafs’ top scorers. 

“There's a great emphasis from their team that anytime Mitch and Auston 
are on the ice to make sure that [they are] extra focused [on them],” said 
Zach Hyman, who has played primarily on a line with Matthews and 
Marner throughout the series. “In the playoffs, you key in on guys who 
make a big difference. On our end, it’s just continuing to stick with the 
process and continue to work and generate chances and those chances 
are going to fall in.” 
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Keefe is also doing his part to ensure Toronto ices the best possible 
lineup in Game 7, at least given the information at hand. The Leafs lost 
Jake Muzzin to a lower-body injury midway through Game 6 and he was 
having tests done on Sunday to determine whether he’ll be available on 
Monday. Keefe said he hadn’t seen Muzzin since returning from Montreal 
but that he is not officially ruled out yet for Game 7. 

Meanwhile up front, Keefe is navigating the return of Nick Foligno from a 
lower-body ailment with the stellar play of Alex Kerfoot. Foligno returned 
in Game 7 following a three-game absence and was originally slotted 
back onto the Leafs’ second line, but Keefe replaced him with Kerfoot 
(who has six points in his last four games) in the second period.  

“That's one of the things I'm looking at,” Keefe said. “We wanted to get 
Nick back in the spot we had him before and get a sense of where he 
was at. Kerfoot’s played very well for us no matter where we've had him. 
So, it’ll be a combination of Nick's health and just how it affects the rest of 
the lineup; figuring that out is one of the things on my list.” 

When all that preparation is done, what’s left will be earning the biggest 
win of Toronto’s season to date. If they manage that, the Leafs will have 
done more for themselves than just reach the next round.  

“You wake up this morning and you think about the opportunity that our 
team has,” Keefe said. “For everything that they've been through, 
especially our core guys, to have this opportunity on this stage, to have 
this be the moment to push through it. I think it's an incredible 
opportunity. I'm very excited for our team to play tomorrow.” 
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USA TODAY / Golden Knights' Ryan Reaves receives match penalty for 
injuring Avalanche's Ryan Graves 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights were upset with Ryan Graves' injury-causing 
hit on Mattias Janmark and went after him during Sunday's 7-1 Colorado 
Avalanche victory. 

But Golden Knights forward Ryan Reaves is looking at the possibility of a 
suspension after he was ejected in the third period for punching Graves 
in the back of the head, throwing him to the ice and going after him while 
he was down. 

Reaves received a double minor for roughing and a match penalty. That 
means an automatic review of his actions by the NHL's Department of 
Player Safety. 

Graves was down on the ice for several minutes, but was able to skate to 
the dressing room. 

"Reaves is on a mission to go out and hurt somebody in the third 
(period), and that's what he goes out and does," said Avalanche captain 
Gabriel Landeskog. 

Reaves was suspended one game for a hit to the head in last year's 
playoffs and was suspended for three games for boarding in 2016. 

Janmark, who scored a hat trick for the Golden Knights in their Game 7 
victory against the Minnesota Wild, didn't return to the game after he was 
hit by Graves in the second period. 

Graves received a two-minute minor for interference on the play. 

Vegas coach Peter DeBoer called that hit dirty and said he had no 
update on Janmark. 

"It's hard not to carry that emotion through the rest of the game," he said. 

The incidents marred a dominant win by the rested Avalanche, who had 
swept the St. Louis Blues in the first round.  

Goalie Robin Lehner was a surprise starter for Vegas after DeBoer opted 
to rest Marc-Andre Fleury, who had started all seven games against 
Minnesota. Lehner made his first start since May 10. 

The line of Nathan MacKinnon, Gabriel Landeskog and Mikko Rantanen 
scored five goals, and defenseman Cale Makar had a four-point game. 

"There's a lot of things we need to improve going forward, and we're 
fortunate to have two days between games here," said Golden Knights 
captain Mark Stone. 
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