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With Niederreiter out for an extended period, Hurricanes could shuffle lineup  

By Luke DeCock  

The Carolina Hurricanes went from expecting Nino 
Niederreiter to play in Sunday’s Game 1 loss to the Tampa 
Bay Lightning to not expecting him to return in the series 
after he left Saturday’s practice early. 

“Very, very doubtful for the series,” Brind’Amour said after 
Sunday’s game. 

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said Monday that 
Niederreiter was definitely out for Game 2 but the team did 
still hope to get Niederreiter back at some point against the 
Lightning. Niederreiter had one goal and no assists in the 
first-round win over the Nashville Predators. 

With Niederreiter out, Cedric Paquette made his postseason 
debut for the Hurricanes against the team he won the 
Stanley Cup with last September, but was not particularly 
effective. It wouldn’t be a surprise to see Morgan Geekie get 
a chance on the fourth line Tuesday, although the 
Hurricanes’ bench options are thin.  

Jake Gardiner might get a look on defense as well. Jake 
Bean, who scored the desperately needed power-play goal 
by the second unit, struggled with the pace of the game at 
even strength. Gardiner hasn’t played since Game 2 of the 
first round, but the Hurricanes can protect Gardiner’s 
matchups at home. 

“We think about it all the time,” Brind’Amour said Monday. 
“Those are discussions we have daily. Whether we make 
those switches now or in the future, it’s a good possibility for 
sure.” 

One switch not expected: Despite Sunday’s game-winner, 
Alex Nedeljkovic has more than earned the chance to 

redeem himself and will almost certainly start again, although 
win or lose the Hurricanes might be smart to give Petr 
Mrazek a shot on the road in Game 3.  

“I didn’t even talk to him,” Brind’Amour said. “We all make 
mistakes. We all have things we wish we could do back. 
That’s not going to affect how I think of him or how the guys 
think of him. We have a lot of trust in him.” 

‘The puck had eyes’ 

Even the Lightning seemed surprised to have won the game 
on Barclay Goodrow’s goal that slipped past Nedeljkovic at 
the post. Goodrow said he was just putting the puck on the 
net from a bad angle hoping to generate a rebound for Yanni 
Gourde, who was charging down the slot. 

“The puck had eyes, obviously, but good things happen 
when you shoot the puck and that’s a good example of it,” 
Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman said. 

Bolts down two D 

The Lightning were missing two of their normal top-six 
defensemen for most of Sunday’s game. David Savard was 
a surprise absence to start the game and Erik Cernak left the 
game in the second period after getting sandwiched by 
Vincent Trocheck and Andrei Svechnikov behind the net and 
did not return. 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper said he expected Cernak to play 
in Game 2 and Savard is day-to-day. Luke Schenn filled in 
for Savard on Sunday. Neither Cernak nor Savard practiced 
with the Lightning on Monday but Cooper said they were 
“progressing.”
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The Hurricanes hope to avoid a mental roadblock against the Lightning’s ‘Big Cat’  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes can’t allow the “Big Cat” become a 
big mental roadblock in their playoff series with Tampa Bay. 

Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy might be the best there 
is, anywhere. He rarely appears nervous, much less rattled. 
No. 88 just keeps making saves and stay cool, even in the 
midst of mayhem around the crease. 

Vasilevskiy did that Sunday in Game 1 of the second-round 
series with the Canes, making 37 saves in a 2-1 victory at 
rollicking PNC Arena. 

“He was in the zone,” Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper said 
after the game. “We really needed him that first period. They 
were all pumped up, Game 1, really excited crowd. They fed 
off that and probably put us a little bit on our heels at the 
beginning. That’s when we really needed him. 

“And then we really needed him on the penalty kills. We can’t 
be in situations where we’re giving them nine, almost 10 
minutes of power-play time in a 60-minute game. But when 
we needed him in those two areas, he was there for us.” 

The Canes did break through on a power play early in the 
third on defenseman Jake Bean’s shot from the point. With 
forward Jesper Fast lurking around the net, Bean tied the 
score 1-1 and the arena became very loud. But that was the 
only thing that got through Vasilevskiy in Game 1.  

Two years ago, the Canes reached the Eastern Conference 
finals but could not solve Boston Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask. 
He was too good, too sharp, too unflappable, and it became 
a mental thing for the Canes. That could happen again with 
Vasilevskiy, the 2019 Vezina Trophy winner. 

While the Canes had 38 shots Sunday in Game 1 and 23 
scoring chances, according to NaturalStatTrick.com, they 
finished with nine “high-danger” chances and three total in 
the second and third periods. They’ll need to do better to 
make things more uncomfortable for Vasilevskiy, called the 
“Big Cat” by some and simply “Vasi” by others. 

“He never gives up on a puck,” Tampa Bay defenseman 
Ryan McDonagh said after the game. “He stays to his 
strengths out there, never seems to be sliding and flopping 
around in the crease. We know he’s a big backbone back 
there.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour on Monday likened it to his 
playing days and trying to find ways to beat goalie Dominik 
Hasek, known as the “Dominator.” Hasek, now in the Hockey 
Hall of Fame, spent 16 years in the NHL vexing teams and 
frustrating players as he did bounce and flop around the 
crease. 

“I remember him basically just dominating,” Brind’Amour 
said. “But it never got in your head. You just keep trying. If 
you’re getting opportunities ... it’s when you don’t get 
opportunities is when it gets in your head. If you’re getting 
your chances you feel like ‘OK, eventually we’ll get 
something.’  

“We know he’s good. That’s one of their aces. We’ve got to 
keep trying. Keep pounding the rock and eventually you’ll 
break it down. That’s the mindset we have to have.” 

The Canes must keep in mind that the Florida Panthers did 
score six goals on Vasilevskiy in Game 3 of their first-round 
series. Vasilevskiy answered with a 4-0 shutout in the Game 
6 series clincher, but there are ways of beating him. 

Carolina had 15 first-period shots Sunday and Martin Necas 
found the post on a short-side look. Center Vincent Trocheck 
was a 60-minute pest with a game-high seven shots. In the 
final minute of regulation, with a sixth attacker, the Canes 
had three shots on goal and another two blocked by 
defenseman Victor Hedman. 

“We were right there,” Fast said Monday.  

The Canes likely will not have injured forward Nino 
Niederreiter in this series and will miss the 20-goal scorer. 
But as Fast put it Monday, it’s “step-up” time for someone 
else and the team approach remains the same: get pucks 
deep, keep getting chances. 

“There were times last night when pucks were bouncing 
around in front and some guys had some chances at it,” 
Canes defenseman Brady Skjei said Monday. “So if we keep 
doing that I think we’ll be just fine.” 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Tampa Bay Lightning 

What: Game 2, Stanley Cup playoff series 

When: 7:30 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

TV: NBCSN.
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Where’s the Hurricanes’ Barclay Goodrow when they need one?  

By Luke DeCock  

Barclay Goodrow has scored bigger goals in his postseason 
career than his game-winner Sunday night, to be sure. It’s 
tough to beat a Game 7 overtime winner, like the one he had 
in 2019, especially for a player who doesn’t typically score 
many. 

It still felt pretty big to the Carolina Hurricanes, who should 
probably be wondering: Where’s their Barclay Goodrow now 
that they really need one? 

Not the actual Goodrow, although they could have had him if 
they wanted him. He was a non-roster invitee to their 2011 
summer development camp — so too, that July, was Torey 
Krug — which makes him one of a handful of NHLers to 
have seen the inside of the Polar Ice House. 

That kind of thing happens all the time. The Hurricanes were 
one of four teams to pass on the undrafted Goodrow before 
the San Jose Sharks finally signed him as a free agent. If 
anything, Krug was really the one who got away. 

But in 18 games against the Hurricanes, Goodrow has 
scored against the Hurricanes at about four times the rate he 
has against everyone else in his NHL career, and just as 
David Clarkson did in the 2009 playoffs, another non-roster 
temporary Hurricane who scored two postseason goals 
against the Hurricanes, Goodrow is coming back to haunt 
them. 

Like Clarkson then and Goodrow now, the Hurricanes need, 
and have needed, someone other than their stars to chip in 
with some offense after falling behind 1-0 in their second-
round series to the Tampa Bay Lightning when Goodrow 
caught Alex Nedeljkovic moving with a tight-angle shot in 
Sunday’s third period. 

Goodrow helped the Lightning win a Stanley Cup last fall, 
and while he’s thought of as a grinder — Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper called him a Jeep on a team full of Ferraris — he has 
“some undercover skill,” as teammate Ryan McDonough put 
it. 

“He usually doesn’t get his accolades from game-winning 
goals,” Cooper said. “He’s usually the guy stopping game-
tying goals from happening. You’re really happy for guys who 
are true team-first players to get the opportunity to bask in a 
little of the limelight, which he deserves.” 

In the past, that’s usually been Brock McGinn for the 
Hurricanes, scorer of a Game 7 overtime winner of his own, 
and he’s delivered this postseason with three goals and an 
assist, even earning a promotion to the Hurricanes’ top line 
at one point. 

But McGinn can’t stop there, and he certainly can’t do it 
alone. 

The Hurricanes’ stars essentially fought the Lightning’s stars 
to a draw Sunday night, and it’s reasonable to expect that 
battle to remain roughly even given the talent on both sides. 
(And if the Hurricanes lose the goaltending battle again, all of 
this is moot anyway.) But this series could be decided by the 
players further down the roster, and in Game 1 that edge 
went to Tampa. 

One bad shift by the fourth line — at the time, Cedric 
Paquette, Warren Foegele and Steven Lorentz — and one 
failed clear by Jani Hakanpaa and home-ice advantage 
slipped away from the Hurricanes. None of those four saw 
the ice again in the final seven minutes and change. 

While the scoring woes of Niederreiter, Andrei Svechnikov 
and Teuvo Teravainen get most of the attention —and 
deservedly so — the Hurricanes have received a total of one 
goal from Foegele, Paquette, Lorentz, Jesper Fast and 
Jordan Martinook.  

It’s unfair to expect those guys to score — and Martinook in 
particular has been a physical force — it would be a lot 
cooler if they did, to quote a famous Dallas Stars fan. The 
Hurricanes may yet need a surprise goal from one of them, 
or yet another from McGinn, as they struggle to unlock 
Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

It’s not complicated. The Hurricanes aren’t going to win many 
games with one goal. More scoring has to come from 
somewhere. 

Rod Brind’Amour, on Monday, was vague about any 
potential changes, but the Hurricanes have to shake 
something loose. The Lightning got a goal from someone 
and somewhere entirely unpredictable and unexpected 
Sunday.  

The Hurricanes need a wild card of their own.
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Canes 'right there,' believe they can beat Tampa in Game 2 

By Jodi Leese Glusco 

Raleigh, N.C. — The Carolina Hurricanes know they can win 
against Tampa Bay. They expect to win at home. So 
Sunday's Game 1 loss was a disappointment, but not 
enough to have the team hanging their heads as they 
practice ahead of Tuesday's Game 2. 

"We could have easily won that game," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. 

"We were right there," Jesper Fast said over and over in an 
interview with the media Monday after the morning skate. 
"We created a lot of good chances. We have a really good 
chance" to capture Game 2 and the best-of-seven series. 

Brady Skjei agreed, noting that the stakes get higher and the 
rink feels smaller as the playoffs wear on. "Playoff hockey," 
he said, "there's not much room out there." 

Brind'Amour will make adjustments. 

"You know, there's always areas to get better," he said. 
"We're going to have to find a way." 

The teams meet again at PNC Arena Tuesday night at 7:30. 

The Canes will be ready to fix the single biggest letdown 
from Game 1. 

"The only disappointing thing – obviously we lost the game – 
you always want to win in front of your home crowd," 
Brind'Amour said. 

Fast and Skjei also gave credit to the fans. 

"It's very fun to play in front of these fans, and they've been 
unreal every game they've been back. So we get to use that 
energy for ourselves," Skjei said.

 

Gold: Game 2 in must-win territory for Hurricanes 

By Adam Gold 

Raleigh, N.C. — While enjoying a little R & R on the 
screened-in porch on Monday afternoon, glass of lemonade 
in hand, a few things crossed my mind... 

It’s either a short series or there’s a long way to go. Just 
depends on your perspective. Considering the Carolina 
Hurricanes Game 1 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning, it puts 
the Hurricanes very much into that first category. 

Win tonight, or else… 

I’ve never understood why some loathe to use a “must-win” 
designation on any particular game if the situation merits. 
But, tonight’s game is such that if the Canes do not come out 
the victor, just getting the series back to Raleigh for a Game 
5 will take some doing. The raw data tells us that teams that 
win Game 2 at home to even up that series (Carolina's 
position tonight), go on to win said series 55% of the time. 
Fall down 0-2 at home? It's about 81% the other way. But 
those are just numbers, history. It bears no meaning 
tonight.  But, it's a must win. 

In some ways, Game 1 was more about how they lost, not 
just that they lost. 

The Hurricanes could have scored any number of goals in a 
1st period that saw them generate at least a half dozen 
“Grade A” chances. Instead the number they registered was 
zero. You can’t let those moments when you’re dominant get 
away with nothing to show for it. It’s like kicking field goals 
instead of scoring touchdowns. It’s coming back to bite you. 

Then came the tragic goal allowed by Alex Nedeljkovic in the 
3rd period. We don’t have to get into it, or draw comparisons 
to bad goaltenders of the past. It was the difference in the 
game and it didn’t matter how good he was before or after 
that goal. Goaltenders are only as good as the goals they 
allow. 

With that said, Nedeljkovic will be fine. I’ll even go as far as 
predicting that he’ll be Carolina’s best player tonight. If not... 

Now, on to Game 2. 

1-The Hurricanes need to get more from Sebastian Aho’s 
line. No, they weren’t bad in game one. But, they drew 
Tampa’s best line of Brayden Point, Nikita Kucherov and 
Ondrej Palat and while Tampa didn’t score at 5v5, they had 
the puck a ton. They generated 21 shot attempts at 5v5, 
while Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Brock McGinn mustered 
only seven. 

I won’t be surprised at all to see Andrei Svechnikov bump 
back up to that line just to be more dangerous. 

2-According to Rod Brind’Amour, Nino Niederreiter is highly 
doubtful for the rest of this series. That’s bad. Not that they 
can’t beat the Lightning without Nino. They beat Tampa this 
year without ever having Teravainen on the ice. They even 
won a game without Jaccob Slavin. But, with goals at a 
premium, taking someone off the ice who scored 20 of them 
during the regular season is hard to replace. 

Carolina just doesn’t have the depth some believe to be 
there in the forward group. Oh, they have good players, they 
just don’t have a real scoring threat to add to the mix. 
Tampa’s fourth line of Pat Maroon, Tyler Johnson and Ross 
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Colton combined for 21 goals this year. Carolina’s bottom 
group of Steven Lorentz, Cedric Paquette and Jesper Fast 
totaled 12. 

Oh, and Tampa healthy scratched the dozen goals of 
Mathieu Joseph when Barclay Goodrow drew back into the 
line up. I said it before the trade deadline, the Hurricanes are 
a forward short. It looks worse now with the Niederreiter 
injury. 

3-Brind’Amour hedged a little bit about line up adjustments 
on the way. And, while it didn’t sound as though anything 
was imminent for tonight, they’re at least thinking about a 
change or two. Here’s the thing, there aren’t any good 
options. Up front, you could dress Morgan Geekie, but is that 
an answer? 

On the back end, there is just no one available who is any 
better than the group of 6 they have on the ice right now. 
Here are the defenseman options if they wanted to take Jake 
Bean out of the line up: Joakim Ryan, Maxime Lajoie, Joey 

Keane, Jake Gardiner and Roland McKeown. That, my 
friends, is a bare cupboard. 

The underlying story of this postseason could end up being 
the inaction at the trade deadline. Last year, they added 
Vincent Trocheck and Brady Skjei. This year, with a team 
that had every chance to legitimately compete for a Stanley 
Cup, they exchanged Haydn Fleury for Jani Hakanpaa. 

I could argue that not only did Carolina not improve their line 
up, but Fleury might be the better overall player. Either way, 
he would certainly be an option for Brind’Amour to replace 
Bean. 

Storm Watch starring Alec Campbell comes your way at 6:30 
today on 99.9 the Fan. Mike Maniscalco and Tripp Tracy will 
have the radio call on 99.9 the Fan starting at 7:30. As 
always, remember to check out the Canes Corner Podcast 
which drops after every Hurricanes game. You can find it 
wherever you get your podcasts.

 

 

 

Game 2 Preview: Lightning vs. Hurricanes 

Canes aim to square up series at home 

By Michael Smith  

The Carolina Hurricanes aim to square up their second 
round series against the Tampa Bay Lightning before the 
series shifts to Florida. 

Game 2 

(3) Tampa Bay Lightning vs. (1) Carolina Hurricanes 

Tampa Bay leads series 1-0 

Tuesday, June 1, 7:30 p.m. 

Watch: NBCSN 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

About Game 1 

The Lightning handed the Canes their first loss at home this 
postseason in a 2-1 final. Jake Bean scored his first career 
Stanley Cup Playoff goal, tying the game in the third period 
on the power play, but Barclay Goodrow slipped a shot past 
Alex Nedeljkovic with 7:21 left in regulation. Andrei 
Vasilevskiy made 37 saves on 38 shots in Tampa Bay's 
series opening victory. 

"I felt like we played our game for the most part, but we can 
crank it up even more," Jordan Martinook said. "We had 
stretches where it looked like how it needs to look, but I think 

there can be more stretches like that. It's just every guy 
giving one or two percent more." 

Tracking the Storylines 

Resilience: A game into the Second Round, the Canes are 
facing their first series deficit of this postseason. But it's just 
one game, and a best-of-seven against the defending 
Stanley Cup champions figured to be a grind and a battle. 
This Canes group has been resilient all season, and now 
they have to dig deep and even up the series before it shifts 
to Tampa. 

"Nothing has come easy for this group, ever. Nothing is ever 
handed to them. Everything they've gotten they've earned," 
head coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We're in the playoffs. 
We're going to have to go earn every inch of ice we get and 
every goal. This group has always bounced back. I don't 
expect anything different." 

Next Man Up: Nino Niederreiter, who was one of the Canes' 
two 20-goal scorers in the regular season, is "very, very 
doubtful" to return in the Second Round, according to 
Brind'Amour. Niederreiter did not play in Game 1 after 
leaving practice early over the weekend. In his absence, 
Cedric Paquette dressed for the first time since April 29, after 
he missed the last six games of the regular season with a 
lower-body injury. 

"Injuries happen. That's part of the game," Brady Skjei said. 
"It's the next guy up. I think this team's depth is one of the 
strongest assets. We know the next guy up is going to step 
up and fill those minutes."
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Hurricanes can make things harder for Vasilevskiy, Lightning in Game 2 

Plan to 'throw everything we've got' at goalie, who made 37 
saves in opener 

By Tracey Myers 

The Carolina Hurricanes believe they have a sound plan to 
get the best of Tampa Bay Lightning goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy in the Stanley Cup Second Round. 

Vasilevskiy already has the upper hand in the best-of-7 
series, making 37 saves in Tampa Bay's 2-1 win in Game 1 
on Sunday, and Carolina is aware it needs to execute better 
when it hosts Game 2 on Tuesday (7:30 p.m. ET; NBCSN, 
SN, TVAS). 

"You've just got to keep trying and keep pounding the rock," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said Monday. 
"Eventually you break it down. That's the mindset you have 
to have." 

Vasilevskiy won the Vezina Trophy voted as the top goalie in 
the NHL in 2019 and the Stanley Cup last season with the 
Lightning. He led the NHL with 31 wins during the regular-
season, going 31-10-1 with a 2.21 goals-against average, a 
.925 save percentage and five shutouts in 42 games, and 
has carried his strong play into the playoffs, where he is 5-2 
with a 2.41 GAA, a .936 save percentage and one shutout in 
seven games. 

"He's the best goalie in the world, so we're going to have to 
do some special things to get pucks by him," Hurricanes 
forward Jordan Martinook said. "We've got to make it hard on 
him, get in front of him."  

Defenseman Jake Bean scored Carolina's only goal in Game 
1, at 1:41 of the third period, when his power-play shot 
eluded Vasilevskiy while he was screened by forwards 
Jesper Fast in front and Jordan Staal in the high slot. 

"Look at the goal we scored; good net front presence," 
Martinook said. "We had good looks, but I think we can get 
there a little more. You've got to tip your cap, he's very good. 
We'll come again and try to throw everything we've got at 
him, get more bodies in front. That's all we can do." 

At the other end of the ice, the Hurricanes are confident 
rookie goalie Alex Nedeljkovic can bounce back after 
allowing the game-winning goal to Lightning forward Barclay 
Goodrow at 12:39 of the third period in Game 1. It came on a 
shot Nedelijkovic should have stopped, from the lower left 
circle that beat him short side. 

"I talked to him [Monday] morning, I told him it's not a big 
deal," Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei said. "He's been 
great this whole year. He's been a stud. So we need him to 
keep playing that same way. His confidence is the biggest 
thing for him. When he's going, it's fun to watch. I know us 
defensemen enjoy when he's in the net, the way he plays the 
puck. I think it's definitely a game changer. So he'll be just 
fine. He'll be right back to his ways and we're excited that we 
have him." 

Nedeljkovic made 28 saves in Game 1 against the Lightning 
and is 4-3 with a 2.19 GAA, .923 save percentage and one 
shutout in seven playoff games. He was one of three goalies, 
along with Petr Mrazek and James Reimer, to play for the 
Hurricanes during the regular season. But he's grabbed the 
No. 1 role in the playoffs, when he helped Carolina defeat 
the Nashville Predators in six games in the first round.  

"I didn't even talk to him," Brind'Amour said of Nedeljkovic. 
"We all make mistakes, we all have things we wish we could 
do back. It's not going to affect what I think of him. They 
have a lot of trust in him. Certainly we know he's going to 
battle for us and give his best. That's all we can ask for 
everybody. It's all about the next play, it's always about how 
you respond."
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Hurricanes’ Nedeljkovic takes lead in net as playoff rookie 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Alex Nedeljkovic has been the 
trusted netminder for the Carolina Hurricanes as a 
postseason first-timer.  

Now he has to shake off a mistake and maintain the 
composed form that has powered his ascent. 

Nedeljkovic has started all seven Hurricanes playoff games 
and is one of six goaltenders with at least one postseason 
shutout entering Monday’s games.  

Yet he’s also coming off allowing a shaky third-period goal 
that helped Tampa Bay take Game 1 of their second-round 
playoff series, undermining his otherwise quality outing. 

Managing those ups and downs is the challenge for 
Nedeljkovic as the Hurricanes host the reigning Stanley Cup 
champs Tuesday in Game 2 of the best-of-seven series. 

“It’s really honestly no different than any other kind of 
position I’ve been in,” Nedeljkovic said before the series. 
“There’s obviously more people in the building now, so it’s a 
bigger audience. ... You’ve got to try to stay as even-keeled 
as possible, ride the highs and then try to obviously get out 
of the lows as quick as you can because they’re going to be 
there.” 

The 25-year-old Nedeljkovic has blossomed for a team that 
started the year planning to lean on veterans Petr Mrazek 
and James Reimer. Earning more work with Mrazek 
sidelined by injuries, Nedeljkovic posted franchise records 
with a 1.90 goals-against average and a .932 save 
percentage (minimum 15 games) along with three regular-
season shutouts. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour turned to Nedeljkovic as the starter 
throughout the first-round series against Nashville, with 
Nedeljkovic looking sharp and sometimes spectacular — 
such as when he stopped a 2-on-0 breakaway on the road — 
while being a capable puck-handler as one of several rookies 
making an early playoff impact. 

Against the Lightning, he stopped 24 of 25 shots through 2½ 
periods Sunday until Barclay Goodrow snapped a shot from 
a sharp left angle. Nedeljkovic left space between his pad 
and post, allowing the puck to slip through in a 1-1 game. 

Brind’Amour said Monday the team has “a lot of trust” in 
Nedeljkovic and noted: “We all make mistakes.” 

“I talked to him this morning and I just told him that it’s not a 
big deal,” defenseman Brady Skjei said, adding: “He’s been 
a stud.” 

Nedeljkovic won two of three regular-season meetings with 
Tampa Bay, shutting them out Feb. 20 and allowing one goal 
April 20.  

“He plays the puck better than most, which is an asset to 
them,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “And I’ve been 
blessed to have some goalies here throughout the years that 
play the puck like that, so I know what an advantage it can 
be. But he competes hard in the net.” 

Brind’Amour isn’t the first coach to trust Nedeljkovic as a 
rookie goaltender. Mike Vellucci leaned on him as a 16-year-
old with Plymouth of the Ontario Hockey League. Nedeljkovic 
rewarded that trust with a trip to the conference final. 

“He’s already been in big games,” Vellucci said in a phone 
interview Sunday with The Associated Press. “He’s been 
used to the pressure.” 

Vellucci joined Carolina and had a major influence on 
Carolina drafting Nedeljkovic 37th overall in 2014.  

“I just saw the talent from a hockey standpoint and then the 
work ethic and the determination,” said Vellucci, now a 
Pittsburgh assistant.  

“He never quit. He battled on every save, so I just figured 
once he got the technical part down a little bit better 
positioning-wise that if he makes that first save, or if he 
doesn’t make that first save, that he had that will and that 
determination to make the next one or the next one after 
that.” 

Nedeljkovic didn’t have a high save percentage his first 
professional season in the American Hockey League and 
struggled with consistency. Veteran Michael Leighton, who 
backstopped Philadelphia to the 2010 Stanley Cup Final, 
took him to dinner in Charlotte to offer advice about the 
mental approach needed in the pros. 

“These young kids come in and they just don’t know what to 
expect,” said Leighton, the AHL’s career shutout leader. “It’s 
tough when you’re playing every night and there’s a lot of 
pressure on you to play good every night, and if you have a 
bad game, it’s tough to rebound sometimes and have the 
mindset of getting right back in the net.” 

Vellucci became Charlotte’s coach and trusted Nedeljkovic 
again. That time, he led the Checkers to the Calder Cup title 
in 2019.  

Nedeljkovic is chasing a similar ascent with Carolina. 

“I don’t believe Ned’s a late bloomer,” Vellucci said. “I believe 
that he’s been more than ready and capable. And it’s just a 
matter of when he got his opportunity, he made the most of 
it.”
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Fast, Skjei on game one loss, moving forward 

Rod Brind’Amour, Brady Skjei and Jesper Fast spoke with 
the media Monday morning.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Coming off a 2-1 loss in game one of their second round 
series against the Tampa Bay Lightning, the Hurricanes will 
look to put it behind them and bounce back quickly with 
game two Tuesday night.  

Rod Brind’Amour, Jesper Fast and Brady Skjei spoke to the 
media Monday about the keys to the rest of the series, here’s 
a full breakdown of everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On last night’s game and changes that need to be made: 
Like I said last night, it was a good game. We could have 
easily won the game, but we didn’t. There’s definitely areas 
to improve on, for sure. There’s a few. But I think what 
happened last night is their top guys kind of cancelled each 
other. There was not a lot going from both groups. That’s 
kind of what happens. One little play here or there is the 
difference. But we’ve got to find a way to get more traffic and 
make it tougher. Their guy’s elite. We know that. We knew 
that coming in. That’s not a surprise. We can be sharper on 
the power play with some areas there. There’s always areas 
to get better. We’re going to have to find a way. 

On making possible lineup changes: We think about it all the 
time. Those are discussions that we have daily. Whether we 
make those switches now or in the future, it’s a good 
possibility, for sure. 

On Alex Nedeljkovic and the second goal he gave up last 
night: I didn’t even talk to him. We all make mistakes. We all 
have things we wish we could do back. That’s not going to 
affect how I think of him or how the guys think of him. We 
have a lot of trust in him. We certainly know he’s going to 
battle for us and he’s going to give us his best, and that’s all 
we can ask from everybody. We’re all going to make 
mistakes. We’re all going to have those things we wish we 
could have back. It’s all about the next play. It’s all about how 
you respond.  

On the fan atmosphere: That’s felt like that since the playoffs 
for me. The atmosphere is just incredible here. The only 
disappointing thing is that we lost the game. You always 
want to win in front of your home crowd, just show them the 
appreciation for what they’re doing here, because it is 
special. Not only for just showing up but how they’re into the 
game, how emotional the game is. It’s a treat, to be quite 
honest.  

On managing distractions off the ice: They don’t have time 
for that. That’s the good thing about the way this season’s 

gone. You just play, play, play, play. They’re obviously going 
to have some distractions, but I think they’re past that. We’ve 
got a pretty good group here, they understand what’s at 
stake and they’re pretty dialed in.  

On going against Andrei Vasilevskiy: I go back, I remember 
the days of Dominik Hasek basically just dominating. But it 
never got in your head, you just keep trying. When you don’t 
get opportunities is when it gets in your head. If you’re 
getting your chances, you feel like ‘OK, eventually we’ll get 
something.’ We know he’s good. That’s one of their aces. 
You’ve just got to keep trying. You keep pounding the rock, 
eventually you break it down. That’s the mindset we have to 
have. 

Jesper Fast 

On if the team would change anything about last night’s 
game: I thought we were right there. Even though we didn’t 
play our best, we were right there. We’ve just got to raise the 
level a little bit, make a little bit smaller plays, get pucks deep 
and get a few more pucks behind them. As soon as we get 
the puck deep, we create a lot of good chances. 

On what the team would want to change: Like I said, pucks 
at the line. It’s just getting the puck deep. I feel like as soon 
we get the pucks behind them and make the right plays, we 
create a lot of zone time and very good chances. So that’s 
the way we’ve got to play a little bit better. 

On facing adversity: Like I said, we were right there 
yesterday. Even though we didn’t play our best, we were 
right there. So if we just raise the level, we have a really 
good chance of winning. Like I said, tomorrow, we’ve got to 
focus on winning that game.  

On losing Nino Niederreiter: During the season, we’ve had 
players hurt. It’s been that way for a while, and it’s just been 
the next guy stepping up, so that’s the way we’ve got to keep 
doing it. Even though we lost a guy, the next guy’s got to 
step up.  

On having fans back: Getting fans back, it feels like a 
different game out there. It’s very fun to play in front of these 
fans. It’s been unreal every game they’ve been back, so 
we’ve got to use that energy for ourselves.  

Brady Skjei 

On going against Victor Hedman: I feel like we have 
competitiveness even within our group. I know for me, I 
watch guys like [Jaccob Slavin], [Dougie Hamilton] and [Brett 
Pesce]. You’re always just trying to be better and those are 
guys you can look to in practice and even in the games. 
Take things off their games you want to recreate. But every 
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team has good defensemen on it, so yeah he’s obviously a 
solid player and we want to play well against him.  

On shifting gears against the Lightning: I just think the 
mistakes get amplified that much more. Obviously this 
team’s very skilled and they make plays off the rush. You’ve 
just got to be that much more careful with the puck and make 
the smart plays. I feel like when we got pucks behind them 
we were very dominant, got to our forecheck and we were all 
over them. So we just need to keep doing that.  

On the loss of Nino Niederreiter and if there are more injuries 
with this schedule: Injuries happen, it’s part of the game. It 
happens in an 82-game season and it happens in this 
season. Obviously it’s a lot of games in a short period of 
time, I don’t know if it’s a byproduct of the schedule. But it’s 
kind of like we’ve been saying all year, it’s the next guy up. 
This team’s depth is one of the strongest assets of our team, 
so we know the next guy up’s going to step up and fill those 
minutes. 

On playing playoff hockey: It’s a ton of fun. It’s the best 
hockey. Playoff hockey is so much fun, it’s so competitive. I 
know all of us players love playing it. It’s that much more 
important. Every time we have the puck, it’s a huge play. 
That’s why we play. You just want to keep getting better and 
better. 

On going against Andrei Vasilevskiy: We obviously know 
he’s a solid goaltender and one of the best in the world. 
We’re not really focused on that, we’re just trying to get as 
many pucks as we can to the net. I thought we did a pretty 
good job of that at times. There were times last night where 
pucks were bouncing around in front and some guys had a 
few chances at it, so if we keep doing that, I think we’ll be 
just fine.  

On Alex Nedeljkovic: I talked to him this morning. I just told 
him it’s not a big deal. He’s been great this whole year. He’s 
been a stud. We need him to keep playing that same way. 
His confidence, I think, is the biggest thing for him. When 
he’s going, it’s fun to watch. I know us defensemen really 
enjoy when he’s in the net. The way he plays the puck, I 
think it’s definitely a game change. So he’ll be just fine, he’ll 
be right back to his ways and we’re excited that we have 
him.  

On the games being tighter: I think even the Nashville series 
seemed pretty tight. Obviously they play a little different style 
than Tampa, but playoff hockey, there’s really not much 
room out there. If you watch most series, it’s very tight and 
guys are on top of everybody. So the rink gets smaller and 
smaller as the series go on. I thought we did a pretty good 
last night and I’m looking forward to tomorrow night.
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About Last Night: Hurricanes have no choice but to move on after tough game-one loss 

Nedeljkovic’s mistake was the difference, but game one 
featured plenty of good for Carolina’s goalie and the 
Hurricanes’ team effort. 

By Brett Finger  

Game one between the Carolina Hurricanes and Tampa Bay 
Lightning lived up to all of the expectations heading into it. 

The pace was fast, the talent was all over the ice, and the 
drama was ramped up until the dying seconds of the third 
period. 

While the Hurricanes weren’t the team that prevailed, there 
was plenty of good that came from the series opener. 
Unfortunately, one lowlight has overshadowed all the 
highlights of the game. 

Let’s talk about last night.  

An Electric Start 

The best period that either team had on Sunday was 
Carolina’s first period, where they drove offense at an 
excellent rate and generated more than enough chances to 
crack the scoreboard, but they just couldn’t get one by 
Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

In retrospect, not getting a goal in the first period was a big 
win for the Lightning and probably went on to be the 
difference in the game, outside of one other glaring moment 
in the third period. The Hurricanes had two power-play 
chances and came up empty on both tries and outpaced the 
Lightning 4-1 in high-danger shot attempts at 5-on-5, 
including Sebastian Aho’s chance from the slot that got 
gloved down in prime Vezina fashion by Vasilevskiy. 

While Aho’s chance was the one that stood out, the highlight 
of Carolina’s forward group was undoubtedly the Vincent 
Trocheck line. Nino Niederreiter missed game one and is 
highly unlikely to return in this series, which meant that 
Jordan Martinook was bumped up next to Trocheck and 
Martin Necas. 

That trio was outstanding all night and led the charge for the 
Hurricanes’ offense at 5-on-5. Martinook did a very 
admirable job at replacing Niederreiter’s puck-retrieving and 
they certainly didn’t lack in the way of generating scoring 
chances. Necas and Trocheck’s on-ice xGF of 1.11 on 
Sunday was the best among all Carolina and Tampa Bay 
skaters. 

Getting one by Tampa’s world-class goalie in the first period 
would have been a massive win and it would’ve put the 
pressure on the Lightning moving forward. Instead, the Bolts 
were given a break and an opportunity to score the first goal 
in the second period, which they did. 

Finding an Answer for Vasi 

The biggest thing going into game two is finding an answer 
for Vasilevskiy, and the solution feels pretty obvious. 

They have to make his job tougher. 

While the Hurricanes piled up some quality chances from 
high-danger areas, too many of them came with little to no 

traffic in front of him. If he can see the puck, he will stop it 99 
out of 100 times*. 

*Statement not supported by actual statistics, but it feels 
about right. 

You don’t need to look any further than Carolina’s only goal 
of the night to get an idea of what needs to be done in order 
to get the puck in the net. 

The shot appeared to have deflected off of Anthony Cirelli in 
the high slot on its way to the back of the net, and the 
Hurricanes had Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast in the vicinity. 

That’s really the only thing that Carolina needs more of 
moving forward. They did a great job of chasing down pucks, 
moving it low to high and going to work in order to get some 
quality opportunities. Unfortunately, all of that hard work will 
go unrewarded if they don’t get in shooting lanes and make 
life difficult for Vasilevskiy. 

Moving On 

Despite the Hurricanes’ quality team effort in game one, only 
one thing will be remembered from the game, and that is 
Alex Nedeljkovic’s bad goal against in the third period. 

He misplayed his angle to the right goal post, left a ton of 
room open along the ice, and allowed a low-risk shot from 
Barclay Goodrow to sneak on by him. That was the game-
winning goal. 

That sucked for many reasons. 

For starters, it nullified a really strong game-one effort from 
the Hurricanes. You could argue that Carolina deserved to 
win the game, but that tally put them behind the eight-ball in 
the late stages of the third period and they just couldn’t 
recover in time. 

It also hurt because Nedeljkovic had played an outstanding 
game to that point and held the fort very well amidst Tampa’s 
second-period rally. They had chances to build on a 1-0 lead, 
but Ned didn’t allow them to do so. 

His first NHL playoff run has been very impressive to this 
point and he has made so many huge saves to keep his 
team in games and get them wins, but there have 
undoubtedly been a handful of moments that have separated 
him from playing the way that a guy like Vasilevskiy plays. 

That isn’t a knock on Nedeljkovic, though. I’m not sure you 
could ask for more out of a rookie goalie on the big stage. 
Every time he has made a tough mistake, he has bounced 
back in a big way and put the mistakes in the rearview mirror 
instantly. He’s mentally prepared for this moment, and you 
can be sure that he will deliver an outstanding game-two 
performance. 

Game one really wasn’t about the bad moment from the 
Nedeljkovic. It was about the excellence on display from 
Vasilevskiy, Carolina’s great team effort, and a game that 
could have very easily gone the other way. 

That’s what the mentality should be moving to game two. 
The Hurricanes are more than capable of beating this 
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Lightning team, and they have all the pieces they need to do 
it. 

They just have to make it happen.

 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Tampa Bay Lightning: Game two preview  

The Hurricanes will look to even this series at a game 
apiece.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Tampa Bay Lightning (5-2) at Carolina Hurricanes (4-3) 

2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs Seecond Round — Game Two 

Tuesday, June 1, 2021 - 7:30 p.m. ET 

PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC 

Watch: NBCSN, Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Raw Charge 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 

Facebook Canes Country 

Instagram @canescountrypix 

The Carolina Hurricanes have never lost a second-round 
series in their team history. That’s unlikely to remain the case 
without a win against the Tampa Bay Lightning in game two 
of this series tonight. While things would still be far from over 
in that case, dropping the first two games of the series at 
home and heading to Tampa Bay in an 0-2 hole would be a 
steep hill to climb.  

The Canes will hope to replicate much of their game one 
effort, particularly a first period that saw them generate 
waves of chances against Andrei Vasilveskiy, who stood tall 
all game. The Canes ultimately lost a goaltender’s duel, as a 
rare blunder by Alex Nedeljkovic late in the third period stood 
up as the game winner.  

Both Nedeljkovic’s teammates and Rod Brind’Amour have 
said that mistakes happen and Nedeljkovic simply needed to 
put it behind him and move on. The team will look to do the 
same in game two.  

Here’s a look at how the Canes and Bolts match up:  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Lightning 

Record 4-3-0 5-2-0 

Goals/Game 3.29 3.71 

Goals Against/Game 2.57 2.57 

Shots/Game 41.7 31.0 

Category Hurricanes Lightning 

Face Off Win % 51.8% 48.7% 

Power Play % (Rank) 20.8% (9th) 39.1% (1st) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 86.2% (3rd) 74.1% (11th) 

ES Corsi For % 56.1% 45.8% 

ES PDO 98.8 102.1 

PIM/Game 11:25 15:25 

Goaltender #1 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Andrei Vasilevskiy 

Record 4-3-0 5-2-0 

Save % .923 .936 

GAA 2.19 2.41 

Goaltender #2 

Category James Reimer Curtis McElhinney 

Record 0-0-0 0-0-0 

Save % .000 .000 

GAA 0.00 0.00 

Game Notes 

 The Hurricanes will likely not see Nino Niederreiter 
in this series, as Rod Brind’Amour called him “very, 
very doubtful” to return. They’ll miss the Swiss 
forward’s power game and finishing touch, and 
others will have to step up in his absence.  

 A couple of Canes are close to moving up the 
franchise leader boards: Sebastian Aho’s next point 
will push him past Kevin Dineen for fourth all time in 
franchise playoff points. The Canes’ next win will 
move Rod Brind’Amour past Peter Laviolette for the 
second most wins by a coach in franchise history.  
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 With an assist in game one, Lightning winger Nikita 
Kucherov has 12 points in seven playoff games, 
and hasn’t missed a beat since sitting out the entire 
regular season with a hip injury. Kucherov will 
definitely be someone for the Canes to have their 
eye on as this series goes along.  

 The Bolts are 10-2 all time in game twos after 
winning the first game of a series, a trend the 
Canes will hope to buck tonight.

 

 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251800288.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251800863.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article251800218.html 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/canes-right-there-believe-they-can-beat-tampa-in-game-2/19704334/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-game-2-in-must-win-territory-for-hurricanes/19705437/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/game-2-preview-tampa-bay-lightning-carolina-hurricanes/c-325105582 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-plan-to-make-things-harder-for-lightning-in-game-2/c-325102338 
https://apnews.com/article/fl-state-wire-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-hockey-sports-1481a5637af12075b679bacafb86008c 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/31/22461932/carolina-hurricanes-rod-brindamour-brady-skjei-jesper-fast 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/5/31/22461940/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-no-choice-but-move-on-tough-game-one-loss-nedeljkovic-

lightning 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/1/22462594/carolina-hurricanes-vs-tampa-bay-lightning-game-two-preview-6-1 
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With Niederreiter out for an extended period, Hurricanes could shuffle 
lineup 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-The Carolina Hurricanes went from expecting Nino 
Niederreiter to play in Sunday’s Game 1 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning 
to not expecting him to return in the series after he left Saturday’s 
practice early. 

“Very, very doubtful for the series,” Brind’Amour said after Sunday’s 
game. 

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said Monday that Niederreiter 
was definitely out for Game 2 but the team did still hope to get 
Niederreiter back at some point against the Lightning. Niederreiter had 
one goal and no assists in the first-round win over the Nashville 
Predators. 

With Niederreiter out, Cedric Paquette made his postseason debut for 
the Hurricanes against the team he won the Stanley Cup with last 
September, but was not particularly effective. It wouldn’t be a surprise to 
see Morgan Geekie get a chance on the fourth line Tuesday, although 
the Hurricanes’ bench options are thin. 

Jake Gardiner might get a look on defense as well. Jake Bean, who 
scored the desperately needed power-play goal by the second unit, 
struggled with the pace of the game at even strength. Gardiner hasn’t 
played since Game 2 of the first round, but the Hurricanes can protect 
Gardiner’s matchups at home. 

“We think about it all the time,” Brind’Amour said Monday. “Those are 
discussions we have daily. Whether we make those switches now or in 
the future, it’s a good possibility for sure.” 

One switch not expected: Despite Sunday’s game-winner, Alex 
Nedeljkovic has more than earned the chance to redeem himself and will 
almost certainly start again, although win or lose the Hurricanes might be 
smart to give Petr Mrazek a shot on the road in Game 3. 

“I didn’t even talk to him,” Brind’Amour said. “We all make mistakes. We 
all have things we wish we could do back. That’s not going to affect how I 
think of him or how the guys think of him. We have a lot of trust in him.” 

‘THE PUCK HAD EYES’ 
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Even the Lightning seemed surprised to have won the game on Barclay 
Goodrow’s goal that slipped past Nedeljkovic at the post. Goodrow said 
he was just putting the puck on the net from a bad angle hoping to 
generate a rebound for Yanni Gourde, who was charging down the slot. 

“The puck had eyes, obviously, but good things happen when you shoot 
the puck and that’s a good example of it,” Lightning defenseman Victor 
Hedman said. 

BOLTS DOWN TWO D 

The Lightning were missing two of their normal top-six defensemen for 
most of Sunday’s game. David Savard was a surprise absence to start 
the game and Erik Cernak left the game in the second period after 
getting sandwiched by Vincent Trocheck and Andrei Svechnikov behind 
the net and did not return. 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper said he expected Cernak to play in Game 2 
and Savard is day-to-day. Luke Schenn filled in for Savard on Sunday. 
Neither Cernak nor Savard practiced with the Lightning on Monday but 
Cooper said they were “progressing.” 

News Observer LOADED: 06.01.2021 
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Hurricanes have been resilient in the playoffs. They’ll need to be again 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have used the word “resilience” a lot the past 
few weeks. The players have said it. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has 
used it. They put it on game-day towels at PNC Arena. 

The Canes had Nashville Predators score first in five of the six games in 
the opening round of the Stanley Cup playoffs but were resilient. 

The Canes had defenseman Jaccob Slavin miss three games against the 
Predators but were resilient. 

The Canes lost double-overtime games in back-to-back games to 
Nashville, with some players logging a gazillion minutes, but were 
resilient. They trailed late in Game 5 and Game 6 of the series but were 
relentlessly resilient, tying the score each time — Martin Necas and 
Dougie Hamilton with the goals — to win the games in overtime and 
clinch the playoff series. 

Now comes another test. The Canes were beaten 2-1 on Sunday by the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in Game 1 of their second-round series. While 
battling the 2020 Stanley Cup champion hard and even much of the 
game, they lost on a score from an unexpected source, Barclay 
Goodrow, and in unexpected fashion as goalie Alex Nedeljkovic let in a 
very soft goal. 

It happens, as they say. There’s always adversity in the playoffs, they 
say. The Canes also had it in the regular season with injuries to goalie 
Petr Mrazek and forward Teuvo Teravainen that kept them out for long 
stretches. 

“Nothing has come easy for this group, ever,” Brind’Amour said after the 
game. “Nothing’s ever handed to them. Everything they’ve gotten, 
they’ve earned. There’s never been an easy game. It seems like there 
has never been anything that’s gone easily. 

“Obviously we’re in the playoffs. We’re going to have to go earn every 
inch of ice that we get, every goal. But this group’s always bounced back. 
I don’t expect anything different.” 

The Canes will have to do it without forward Nino Niederreiter who did 
not play Sunday. Brind’Amour said Niederreiter will miss the series with 
an upper-body injury suffered Saturday in practice. Another blow. 

There was much to the good Sunday for the Canes. But as Brind’Amour 
said, it takes more than one goal to win most games and that’s all the 
Canes could manage in Game 1 against the Lightning goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. 

Defenseman Jake Bean did get a shot from the point past him on a 
power play early in the third. Brett Pesce and Necas had shots that hit 
the iron during the game, near-misses. There were a number of jam 
sessions in front of the Tampa Bay net, the kind that Niederreiter — who 
scored 20 goals in the regular season — often has been in the middle of 
during his bounce-back season. 

“I felt like we played our game for the most part but we can crank it up 
even more,” said forward Jordan Martinook, who replaced Niederreiter on 
Vincent Trocheck’s line. “We had stretches where it looked how it needs 
to look, but I think there can be more stretches like that and it’s every guy 
giving one percent or two percent more.” 

That’s the essence of resilience, isn’t it? Being able to muster a little 
more when needed? And especially in the playoffs. 

The Canes surrendered the home-ice edge by losing the series opener. It 
would be easy to say they gave the Lightning, which was missing injured 
defenseman David Savard, their best shot Sunday and didn’t win. Game 
2, for the Canes, could be a game of survival in the series. 

Another test of resilience. 

“Absolutely,” Bean said. “That’s kind of our mantra here. There’s a lot of 
good teams that we’re going to have to go through and play, and we just 
need to take it one day at a time. When adversity strikes, we’re going to 
try and be resilient.” 

News Observer LOADED: 06.01.2021 
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Canes fans raise over $9,000 for 12-year-old ‘good luck ambassador’ 
and other kids 

 

BY JULIAN SHEN-BERRO 

 

RALEIGH-As the Carolina Hurricanes face off against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in their playoff series this week, they may have the luck of a 
young super fan on their side. 

Emma Izzo, a 12-year-old girl with Down syndrome, has been dubbed 
the team’s “good luck ambassador” by other fans. 

Before Sunday’s game, the Canes had yet to lose a game that she has 
attended, and in the past week, fans have raised nearly $10,000 for 
season tickets for her and her family. 

Crystal Speeks-Strohecker, the organizer of the fundraiser, said the 
response has been so overwhelming that they’re now hoping to help 
other children with disabilities attend future games. 

“I’m not an emotional person. I don’t normally cry,” she said. “But I’ve 
probably cried at least six times in the past three days, because people 
really seem to be showing the right side of humanity, that sometimes we 
forget exists.” 

‘WE TAKE CARE OF OUR OWN.’ 

Speeks-Strohecker said she had never spoken to the Izzo family before 
starting the fundraiser, but saw a post in a Facebook fan group about 
Emma being the team’s “good luck charm.” In the comments, someone 
had suggested the Canes give them season tickets. 

“I jokingly said, ‘Man, screw that. We’re all family at this point. We’ll do it 
ourselves,’” she said. “We take care of our own.” 
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As of Saturday, just three days after she posted about it on Twitter, 
Speeks-Strohecker said nearly 200 people had donated to the cause, 
raising more than $9,600. 

“To me, it shouldn’t even be a question of how can this organization jump 
in and help,” she said. “If they can, that’s awesome, but that’s not their 
responsibility. To me, that’s your family and that’s your friends’ 
responsibility.” 

At a press conference on Friday, Canes General Manager Don Waddell 
said the response from fans has been “remarkable.” 

“Nothing surprises me with these Caniacs,” he said. “The way that our 
fans have stepped up for different causes, and in particular this one, is 
remarkable.” 

A FRIEND IN THE RINK 

“I was speechless in the beginning,” said Tina Izzo, Emma’s mother. 
“And what is developing keeps leaving me speechless.” 

Izzo, a Raleigh native, said she and her husband have been fans of the 
Canes since the franchise first came to North Carolina in 1997. They 
have since moved to New Bern, but still head out to games when they 
are able to. 

For Emma, her love of the Canes began with an interaction she shared 
with forward Jordan Martinook, who waved to her through the glass at 
her first game in 2019. 

“It was so genuine and sincere,” Izzo said. “Emma can pick up on stuff 
like that, and from that moment on she called him her ‘buddy.’” 

Since then, Izzo said Emma has learned more about the other players, 
and become an even bigger fan of the team. 

“She just loves the team,” Izzo said. “It is the only type of sport 
whatsoever she is interested in watching.” 

In April, the family made it to their first game since the COVID-19 
pandemic began, she said. When Martinook spotted Emma in the crowd, 
he gifted her his hockey stick. 

“To her, it becomes more of, ‘Oh, this isn’t just, we go sit and watch 
somebody play. This is a person, this is a team, that likes me being 
here,’” she said. “For her to feel like she’s being noticed, it just puts it on 
a personal level for her.” 

‘BEYOND JUST GETTING TO A HOCKEY GAME.’ 

The initial goal was $6,300 — enough to get Emma and her family 
season tickets for next season. But now, Speeks-Strohecker and Izzo 
hope that the money will help other families of children with disabilities 
get to the arena. 

Izzo said that when Emma and the family can’t make it out to a game, 
they’ll try to give their tickets to another family. 

“Especially, a lot of families with special needs children, it’s something 
that’s out of reach financially,” she said. “If I can make another child that 
may have challenges just smile and have a good night, that’s going to be 
the best thing to come out of all of this.” 

Speeks-Strohecker said that though the first goal has been reached, they 
are still taking further donations. The goal now, she said, is to bring one 
family with a child with a disability to every home game in the fall season. 

“I feel like we could pull this off,” she said. “And assuming we do, I don’t 
see any reason why it should stop. This can be something that we do 
forever. The need is always there, so why stop now?” 

Izzo said Emma is extremely grateful for the support that fans have 
shown to her and her family, and that she will be releasing her own 
thank-you message in the near future. 

And for now, she’ll be attending every home game as the Canes continue 
their playoffs run. 

“It’s moved beyond just getting to a hockey game — the fact that people 
see Emma as a special child, and have accepted her like they have, is 
something that is priceless,” Izzo said. “It’s really touched our hearts 
more than we could ever say.” 
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Lightning power play needs to make quick decisions against Hurricanes 

Tampa Bay was held to one shot on goal on three power-play 
opportunities in Game 1. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Lightning’s vaunted power-play unit was held to 
just one shot on goal by the Carolina Hurricanes during Game 1 on 
Sunday. 

But that one shot — Brayden Point’s second-period tip-in 1:19 into 
Tampa Bay’s first power play midway through the second period — found 
the back of the net in Tampa Bay’s 2-1 win at PNC Arena. 

While that one shot was game-changing, it wasn’t nearly the volume or 
production the Lightning saw in the first round against the Panthers. 
Tampa Bay converted 40 percent of its power play opportunities (8-for-
20) in that series. 

But there’s not a more aggressive penalty-kill unit in the league than the 
Hurricanes’. Using some of their fastest and most offensive-minded 
skaters, such as Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas, they apply pressure in 
all three zones and force you to make quick decisions. 

“They don’t give you a lot of space,” Point said. “They force you to make 
quick plays, and if you bobble a puck they’re on you right away. And 
another thing actually is their up-ice pressure. They did a great job 
disrupting our breakout. We were lucky enough to get a chance and we 
capitalized on it but, yeah, that’s something we’ve got to look at, for 
sure.” 

The Hurricanes had the league’s third-best penalty-kill unit (85.2 percent) 
during the regular season and entered this series ranked third among 
playoff teams (88.5). They didn’t allow a power-play goal in 13 home 
penalty-kill situations in their first-round series against the Predators. 

Carolina’s pressure won’t allow Tampa Bay to set up its power play and 
pick apart defenses with its bounty of scoring weapons. The Hurricanes 
hope to make things chaotic for a power-play unit and force it into a 
mistake. The Lightning will have to think quickly — and one step ahead 
— to be successful. 

“They’re taking the gamble that you can’t make plays under pressure, 
and we’re saying we can,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “Sometimes 
penalty kill works and sometimes it ends up in the net like it did (Sunday) 
night. The thing is, they do it really well. There’s a reason they had one of 
the top penalty kills in the league, because they’ve got a plan. It’s just not 
all run-and-gun and hope the other team screws up. 

“They pressure you hard, they know where they’re going, and when 
they’re going. And so you have to work, the power play has to work to get 
to their spots and know where guys are. You have to think and make 
plays at a high rate of speed, and basically that’s how we ended up 
scoring our goal.” 

Before the Lightning scored their goal, they struggled getting the puck out 
of their own zone. It took them 69 seconds into the power play to make a 
shot attempt, a blocked shot off the stick of Hedman. 

On Point’s goal, Hedman had to act quickly. After a puck battle along the 
far wall, Nikita Kucherov passed the puck to Hedman at the point, and 
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Hedman quickly sent it toward the front of the net as Point got inside 
leverage on Carolina defenseman Jani Hakanpaa. Hedman saw just 
enough area to find Point’s stick for a redirect past Carolina goaltender 
Alex Nedeljkovic. 

“I was trying to find a stick, and good tip by him,” Hedman said. 

The Lightning manufactured just eight shot attempts, seven of which 
were blocked, during their 4 minutes, 34 seconds of power-play time. The 
Hurricanes had more shorthanded shots on goal (two). But as the game 
progressed, Tampa Bay’s players clearly bought into the idea that they 
needed to direct more pucks toward the net quickly. They had a game-
high four shot attempts on their final power play of the night. 

“They converge so hard to the puck, and a lot of times they’re successful 
in getting it,” Lightning forward Alex Killorn said. “But if you can make a 
play where it gets through a guy, then they have two guys going to one, 
that’s when plays will open up, and I think that’s kind of what happened 
on Pointer’s (goal). Pointer had half a step on a guy, and he makes a 
great play. 

“There’s different ways to do it. I think you just have to stick with it. I 
mean, we had nothing going in that first power play, and we end up 
scoring at the end.” 
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Lightning-Hurricanes playoff opener strikes a different tone 

For the first time for Tampa Bay this postseason, a game came and went 
without post-whistle scrums or roughing penalties. 

Lightning left wing Alex Killorn heads down the tunnel and onto the ice to 
join his team for practice Monday at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina and Mari Faiello 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The start of the second round of the playoffs had a 
different feel for the Lightning. 

For the first time this postseason, there weren’t post-whistle scrums, 
roughing penalties or misconducts. It was the typical penalties that broke 
up the flow — high-sticking, interference, cross-checking and tripping. 

Even though it’s only been one game, the Lightning can already tell 
there’s a different tone to the series than they experienced in the first 
round against the Panthers, when the teams combined for 210 penalty 
minutes (98 for the Lightning). 

“I think in a lot of those situations, it seemed like Florida was instigating 
it,” Lightning forward Alex Killorn said. “Carolina’s not doing that. I think 
they understand they don’t want to get into a battle where they’re doing 
things like that: taking penalties, putting us on the power play and 
potentially us putting them on the power play. I think they’re pretty 
confident in their five-on-five game. They just want to play.” 

The Lightning and Hurricanes combined for 16 penalty minutes (10 for 
Tampa Bay) in Game 1. One of the most physical exchanges came when 
Lightning right wing Nikita Kucherov was called for cross-checking 
Hurricanes forward Brock McGinn in the corner moments after McGinn 
appeared to interfere with Kucherov. 

 PENALTY: #GoBolts' Kucherov gets sent to the box for cross-
checking in retaliation of #LetsGoCanes' McGinn landing an 
"interference" hit on him. 4v4 for 46 seconds. 
pic.twitter.com/bcVuEJ7oKp 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Otherwise, it was business as usual. 

“I think it was still pretty physical,” defenseman Ryan McDonagh said 
after the Lightning’s 2-1 win. “I think it was just a little more between the 
whistles and ... maybe the stuff after the whistle makes (playing) look not 
as physical, but there’s battles going on all over the ice. They do a great 
job competing, so we have to continue to have that high compete level.” 

Cernak, Savard absent from practice 

Lightning defenseman Erik Cernak (81) looks out at the ice from the open 
door before the Lightning start practice Monday at PNC Arena in Raleigh, 
N.C. 

Cernak, who left Sunday’s game late in the second period after being 
sandwiched between two Hurricanes players against the boards, didn’t 
practice Monday. But Lightning head coach Jon Cooper said Cernak and 
defenseman David Savard, who missed Game 1 with a lower-body injury, 
were both progressing. 

“I’ll have a little bit more concrete (information Tuesday),” Cooper said. 

After Cernak’s exit, the Lightning played more than a period without two 
of their primary right-shot defensemen. Veteran Luke Schenn drew in 
and played 8:17, while top left-shot defenseman Victor Hedman and 
McDonagh logged 27:36 and 25:13 of ice time, respectively. 

Fredrik Claesson was paired with McDonagh at practice on Monday. 

Cooper said some players had maintenance days on Monday, which 
explained the absences of forward Blake Coleman and goaltender Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. 

Carolina’s approach to Vasilevskiy: keep pounding 

A day after his team put 38 shots on goal and had 69 shots overall 
against Vasilevskiy and came away with just one goal, Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said he has faith that Carolina can break through 
against the Lightning goaltender. 

“It’s funny,” Brind’Amour said. “I remember the days (seeing) Dominik 
Hasek basically just dominate, but it didn’t ever get in your head. You just 
keep trying. It’s when you don’t get opportunities when it gets in your 
head. If you’re getting your chances, you’re feeling, okay, eventually we’ll 
get something.” 

The Hurricanes averaged 32 shots against Vasilevskiy in seven regular-
season meetings, the most by any team this season. Vasilevskiy allowed 
2.14 goals per game against Carolina, which isn’t much, but was his 
third-highest goals against average (Florida, 3.36 and Columbus, 3.02) 
against any team. 

“We know he’s good,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s one of their aces, and 
you’ve just got to keep trying and keep pounding the rock, and eventually 
you break it down. That’s the mindset we have to have.” 

Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 06.01.2021 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

Lightning lose Erik Cernak mid-game against Hurricanes 

Already without defenseman David Savard, Tampa Bay’s blue line 
thinned out even further in Game 1. 

 

By Mari Faiello 

 

It wasn’t a good sign for the Lightning’s defense corps when Erik Cernak 
took a rough blow against the glass late in the second period of Sunday’s 
win over the Hurricanes. 
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The right-shot defenseman skated toward the back of the Lightning goal 
to retrieve the puck when he was sandwiched along the glass between 
Carolina’s Andrei Svechnikov and Vincent Trocheck. After he made 
contact with Trocheck’s helmet, Cernak doubled over, falling on top of 
Trocheck. 

 HIT: #GoBolts' Cernak is sandwiched between two #LetsGoCanes 
players and is down on the ice after the hits. He's talking to trainer Todd 
Mulligan on the ice and skates under his own power to the room. 
pic.twitter.com/qpoHEcM5d5 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Already down David Savard — who missed Game 1 with an upper-body 
injury and is day-to-day — the Lightning’s blue line thinned to five 
defensemen for the last 1:45 of the second period and entire third after 
Cernak exited for the locker room. 

After the game, coach Jon Cooper said Cernak “should be okay.” 

Without Savard, Luke Schenn stepped into the lineup and skated with 
Mikhail Sergachev in the third pairing. 

Schenn, a veteran of 13 years with 27 games of postseason experience, 
was a valuable asset against Carolina. 

On a key play in the second period, he dove in front of Lightning 
goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy to save a shot from Hurricanes forward 
Jesper Fast on the left side. 

 DIVING SAVE: #GoBolts' Schenn spreads out to interrupt a 
#LetsGoCanes look on #TBLightning's Vasilevskiy 
pic.twitter.com/g0v7fEQSAR 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Schenn, a contributor during last season’s Stanley Cup run, has two 
shots on goal and one blocked shot in four games this postseason. 

“There’s a reason we signed him for one year and then brought him 
back, because he brings a certain swag and physicality and stuff on the 
ice, but he’s a great teammate and he understands the role with our 
team,” Cooper said. 

“All players want to play every single night, but he gets it, and these guys 
have been grinding away in the league for so long and have an 
opportunity to win the Stanley Cup, and he was able to fulfill a dream and 
not be one-upped by his brother (St. Louis’ Brayden Schenn), and now 
he has a chance to get a second one.” 
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As the seconds tick away, Lightning defensemen come up big in Game 1 

 

By John Romano 

 

The lead is razor thin, the crowd is frantic, two of their top six 
defensemen have been missing the entire third period, and the clock 
says the Lightning are still 79 seconds from winning Game 1 against 
Carolina. 

This is one of those moments that you could look back on days, months, 
years later and realize was a turning point in a glorious postseason run. 
Or in a postseason failure. 

1:19 remaining: It begins with a faceoff between Barclay Goodrow and 
Vincent Trocheck in the Carolina defensive zone. The puck is knocked 
behind Goodrow, and Alex Killorn and Anthony Cirelli both have brief 
chances at controlling it before the Hurricanes grab possession. 

This is the Lightning’s uncelebrated secret. For all their offensive 
firepower, for all their speed and snazzy skills, they won the Stanley Cup 
last season by playing defense better than some of the best defensive 
teams in the league. 

And when they lost one-time scoring champion Nikita Kucherov for the 
entire regular season, the Lightning turned the defense up a notch in 
2021. Tampa Bay was 26-0 in the regular season when holding a lead at 
the end of the second period and are now 5-1 in the postseason. 

“That’s a phenomenal stat,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “You have 
to be able to play with a lead, and then you have to be able to extend a 
lead and protect a lead. Over the years, the guys have learned to do all 
three.” 

Vasilevskiy makes 37 saves and Barclay Goodrow’s bad-angle goal with 
just over seven minutes remaining is the difference. 

0:55 remaining: The Carolina goaltender and a defenseman leave the ice 
and are replaced by forwards. The Lightning are now facing five scorers 
and one defenseman. 

Lightning defenseman David Savard was a surprise scratch before the 
game with what the team called an upper-body injury. Savard had 
averaged nearly 16 minutes a game in the first round series against 
Florida and was replaced — at least on the scoresheet — by Luke 
Schenn. 

Schenn, however, played less than six minutes in the first two periods 
and it was clear the Lightning planned on using him sparingly while 
asking Victor Hedman, Mikhail Sergachev, Erik Cernak, Ryan McDonagh 
and Jan Rutta to pick up the slack. 

But then Cernak crumbled to the ice after being sandwiched against the 
boards by two Carolina players in the final minutes of the second period. 
The Lightning were now being asked to win a game with, essentially, four 
defensemen in the third period. 

“You’re going to run into situations like this where you lose guys,” 
McDonagh said. “You’ve just got to keep calm and trust your habits 
within your structure.” 

0:45 remaining: Trocheck passes to Jordan Staal to the right of Tampa 
Bay’s net. Staal begins to maneuver behind the net, but McDonagh cuts 
off his path and Carolina sends the puck back out near the blue line. 

Hedman and McDonagh are Tampa Bay’s two most accomplished 
defensemen, but both are left-handed shooters and rarely play together. 
But at this moment, with these stakes, the two veterans are on the ice 
along with Cirelli, Killorn and Goodrow. 

By game’s end, Hedman will have logged 27:36 of ice time and 
McDonagh will have 25:13, the most either of them have played in nearly 
two months. 

“I thought we did a good job of managing our shifts,” Hedman said. “We 
kept them kind of short and everybody was rolling.” 

0:38 remaining: Dougie Hamilton sends a one-timer that goaltender 
Andrei Vasilevskiy blocks. Goodrow tries to clear the rebound, but 
Carolina gets control and, a few seconds later, Andrei Svechnikov fires 
off another shot stopped by Vasilevskiy. This time, McDonagh tries to 
clear, but his stick snaps in two. The Lightning are effectively down one 
more man. 

For five seconds, McDonagh skates left and right trying to use his body 
as a shield. That’s when Goodrow, who scored the go-ahead goal seven 
minutes earlier, hands him his stick. 

“It’s taken a few years to get to this point,” Cooper said. “And it takes 
discipline to be able to close a game out.” 

0:17 remaining: Teuvo Teravainen blasts a shot from near the blue line 
that Vasilevskiy deflects to the left side of the ice. 
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Vasilevskiy will finish with 37 saves on 38 shots. Including the Game 6 
victory against Florida, the Lightning goaltender has stopped 66 of the 
last 67 shots he has faced. 

0:06 remaining: Sebastian Aho passes to Teravainen who sends it to 
Svechnikov who blasts a one-timer toward the goal. Hedman, who was 
following the progress of the puck, had already dropped to his hands and 
knees to block the shot, then jumps up to block another shot by 
Teravainen. 

“We know what’s expected of us back there,” McDonagh said. 

0:00: The puck slides harmlessly toward center ice. The Lightning have 
won 2-1. 
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Lightning survive Hurricanes on Barclay Goodrow’s winner in Game 1 

The forward’s third-period goal breaks a tie as Tampa Bay strikes first in 
the second-round series. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Barclay Goodrow had the winning goal in the 
Lightning’s 2-1 win over the Carolina Hurricanes in their second-round 
series opener Sunday night. And whether he was trying or not, he should 
also be scoring a Jeep endorsement deal. 

After Goodrow returned to the Lightning lineup and helped fuel Tampa 
Bay’s first-round-clinching win over Florida, Lightning coach Jon Cooper 
likened Goodrow to a Jeep, saying you can’t only have Ferraris. You also 
need a dependable 4-by-4 to get you through the mud. 

Goodrow is fine doing the dirty work. 

“I’ll take it,” Goodrow said of the comparison. “I think they’re pretty 
reliable cars. I know their resale value is pretty good. They hold up in all 
conditions, so I’ll take it.” 

Goodrow isn’t known for lighting the lamp. He provides defense, he 
registers hits, he kills penalties. But when Carolina was determined to 
stop the Lightning’s fleet of sports cars, taking away space from the likes 
of Nikita Kucherov, Brayden Point and Steven Stamkos, it was Goodrow 
who gave the Lightning the horsepower they needed to pull out a Game 
1 win at PNC Arena. 

Goodrow’s even-strength goal with 7:21 left in the third period broke a 1-
1 tie. It was a product of the blue-collar work that has made Goodrow and 
his linemates such a big part of the team’s success dating back to the 
team’s Stanley Cup run in last season’s Canadian bubbles. 

“They’re just hounding packs and creating turnovers and going hard to 
the net,” defenseman Victor Hedman said. “The puck had eyes, 
obviously, but good things happen when you shoot the puck. That was a 
good example of it. They’re very important to our team, obviously, and it 
feels good to have Goody back and back on that line.” 

Vasilevskiy makes 37 saves and Barclay Goodrow’s bad-angle goal with 
just over seven minutes remaining is the difference. 

Blake Coleman’s check on Warren Foegele in the neutral zone jarred the 
puck loose, and Hedman flicked it forward to Goodrow, who spun around 
and fed Coleman along the far boards. As he was about to take a hit from 
Jani Hakanpaa, Coleman gave the puck back to Goodrow, who found 
open space streaking through the left circle. 

Out of the corner of his eye, Goodrow saw Yanni Gourde trailing along 
the near side, and he made a nice move to turn the corner on Carolina 

defenseman Brady Skjei. While skating toward the end line, Goodrow 
sent a snap shot to the net, and it found a hole short side past Hurricanes 
goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic. 

“Colesy made a nice play on the boards to win that battle, and the puck 
came to me,” Goodrow said. “I saw Gordo drive to the net, so I was really 
just looking to get the puck on net, maybe create a rebound for him, and 
it just found a way to go in.” 

When he came to the Lightning in last year’s deadline deal with San 
Jose, Goodrow saw the skill and talent around him and settled into his 
role as a physical third-line player. But he does all the little things well, 
and those who follow the game know he’s performed on big stages 
before: He sent the Sharks to the second round of the playoffs two 
postseasons ago with a Game 7 overtime goal. 

“In a tight game, he’s out there and he makes a goal happen,” 
defenseman Ryan McDonagh said. “We’ve got the lead, he’s out there 
defending. He sacrifices his body, he’s willing to block shots, we all feed 
off that. Secondly, he’s got some undercover skill around the net front 
there, and that chemistry with that line to be offensive has come up in 
situations time and time again. So, I think he’s just such a versatile 
player, and ever since he’s joined our team, he’s just so trusted in any 
situation throughout the game.” 

Carolina fed off the energy of an announced crowd of 16,299 Caniacs 
waving white rally towels. The game remained scoreless after a first 
period that saw the Hurricanes control the pace and zone play. Andrei 
Vasilevskiy kept Tampa Bay in the game by making 15 of his 38 saves in 
the opening period. 

The Lightning took a 1-0 lead on Point’s goal 8:15 into the second on 
Tampa Bay’s first power-play opportunity. 

Carolina tied the game early in the third, taking advantage of a tripping 
call on Coleman with 12 seconds left in the second. Defenseman Jake 
Bean’s shot from the point seemingly had eyes, rising past Anthony 
Cirelli and beating Vasilevskiy stick side over his right shoulder. 
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Lightning-Hurricanes Game 1 report card: No opening too narrow 

Give Tampa Bay an opportunity, no matter how small, and it will find a 
way to exploit it. With far-reaching consequences. 

 

By Frank Pastor 

 

Give the Lightning an opening, however small, and they usually will find a 
way to exploit it. To large effect. 

Carolina seemingly played the game it wanted in Game 1 of its second-
round series against Tampa Bay on Sunday. Feeding off an energetic 
crowd of 16,000-plus, the Hurricanes were flying from the start, pushing 
the pace and keeping the Lightning on their heels. They had good exits 
out of their defensive zone and got their low-to-high game going in the 
offensive zone, retrieving pucks, getting them back to the point and 
sending them back in on net. 

Carolina outshot Tampa Bay 38-30, and seemingly only the play of 
goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy kept Tampa Bay from falling behind. 

Even when the Lightning were on the power play, the Hurricanes forced 
the issue, pressuring all over the ice. But the one shot Tampa Bay got on 
its first chance with the man-advantage, it put it in the net. 

Vasilevskiy makes 37 saves and Barclay Goodrow’s bad-angle goal with 
just over seven minutes remaining is the difference. 
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Victor Hedman put a shot-pass from the top of the left circle on the tape 
of Brayden Point’s stick, and Point redirected the puck between the legs 
of Carolina goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic for the opening goal. 

Then, with the score tied and just over seven minutes remaining, Barclay 
Goodrow collected a puck low in the left circle and shot from a bad angle 
from just above the goal line. Nedeljkovic fell forward, losing his angle, 
and Goodrow found the slight opening Nedeljkovic left on the short side. 

Taking Highly Modified Jeeps through Southern California Desert 
Canyon Trails 

Two chances were all the Lightning needed to take a one-game lead in 
the series. 

It had nothing to do with fortune. But it went to show how dangerous the 
Lightning can be with the puck on their sticks — and how dispiriting their 
opportunism can be for opponents. 

Grade: A 

Here is how we graded the rest of the Lightning’s performance in their 2-
1 win in Game 1: 

Picking up the slack 

Lightning defenseman Erik Cernak is looked at by the medical staff after 
going down hard in the second period of Game 1 vs. Carolina. 

The Lightning started the game with only six defensemen when David 
Savard was declared out with an upper-body injury. Things got thinner on 
the blue line when Erik Cernak left the ice late in the second period after 
getting sandwiched between Vincent Trocheck and Andrei Svechnikov 
against the end boards. His face appeared to hit Trocheck’s visor after he 
was hit by Svechnikov. 

Cernak’s loss left Tampa Bay with five defensemen and cost it one of its 
top shut-down defenders (his work, alongside Ryan McDonagh against 
Aleksander Barkov’s line was one of the keys against Florida) and its top 
right-shot defenseman, Jan Rutta and Luke Schenn being the others. 

To make up for Cernak’s absence, Victor Hedman played more than 27 
minutes, McDonagh more than 25, Mikhail Sergachev 22-plus, Rutta 
more than 19 and Schenn 8-plus. 

Looking for reasons the Lightning lead the series? This is a good place to 
start. 

Grade: A 

Hed of the class 

What more can you say about Hedman at this point? With the possible 
exception of Vasilevskiy, the Conn Smythe Trophy winner was the best 
player on the ice for the Lightning. 

Despite questions about his health and the possibility of offseason 
surgery, Hedman played almost half the game, leading Tampa Bay in ice 
time at 27:36, including more than 10 minutes in the deciding third 
period. 

He used his size, strength and smarts to send pucks out of the zone and 
alleviate pressure; made a good play with his stick to block a shot, then 
started a rush up ice; had three big blocks down the stretch, including 
one on Dougie Hamilton and another on Svechnikov with Vasilevskiy out 
of the net; and he set up Point’s goal with a beautiful pass-shot. 

Is Hedman the best all-around defenseman in the game right now? I’m 
not going to say he’s not. 

Grade: A-plus 

Your best defender 

For all of the work done by Hedman, McDonagh, Sergachev, Rutta and 
Schenn after Cernak left the game, the Lightning’s best defender, as 
always, was Vasilevskiy. 

With Tampa Bay trying to find its footing, he stopped all 15 Carolina 
shots in the first period (and 26 through the first two), none bigger than 
when he went into a split to make a glove save on Sebastian Aho’s shot 
from the slot with just over five minutes remaining in the period. 

Close behind were Vasilevskiy’s back-to-back stops on Trocheck during 
Carolina’s first power play. With Trocheck trying to jam the puck past him 
from in front, Vasilevskiy put his stick on the ice and took away the 
bottom of the net. 

Everything else being equal, Vasilevskiy gives the Lightning an edge in 
any series. 

Grade: A-plus 

Unlikely spark 

Fourth-line center Tyler Johnson set the tone in the Lightning’s series-
clinching victory over the Panthers, using his speed and skill to beat an 
icing call before setting up Pat Maroon for the winning goal, and his line 
helped Tampa Bay find its legs again on Sunday. 

With the Lightning unable to stretch the neutral zone due to the 
Hurricanes stepping up their defenders and getting help from a forward to 
make sure they always had three men back, Tampa Bay had trouble 
entering the Carolina zone with possession for much of the first period. 

But Johnson managed to find some open space and got pucks to the net 
during a couple of second-period shifts, and it wasn’t long before his 
teammates, such as Nikita Kucherov, Ondrej Palat and Point, followed 
suit. 

Grade: B-plus 

Pressing the point 

The Hurricanes out-chanced the Predators when Nashville had the man-
advantage during their first-round series, because they are so aggressive 
in applying pressure with their penalty kill. 

It was no different on the Lightning’s first power play, after Brock McGinn 
was penalized for high-sticking Sergachev. Jordan Staal cleared the puck 
out of the Carolina zone, Jaccob Slavin stole the puck at the Lightning 
blue line and had a short-handed opportunity, and the Hurricanes later 
sent the puck again out of their zone. 

Unable to set up in the Carolina zone, Tampa Bay adjusted by getting the 
puck to the net quickly, as Hedman sent a shot-pass toward Point from 
the left circle before the pressure could get to him, using the Hurricanes’ 
aggressiveness against them. 

Grade: A 
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Andrei Vasilevskiy ‘in the zone’ proves dangerous to Carolina 

The Lightning goaltender merely saves 37 of 38 shots in the second-
round opener over the Hurricanes. 

 

By Mari Faiello 

 

One Carolina fan’s sign did not age well after the Lightning’s second-
round Game 1 win in Raleigh, N.C.: “Vasilevskiy, I’ve seen coupons save 
more than you do!!” 

Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy — the Vezina Trophy frontrunner 
— registered 37 saves on 38 shots in Sunday’s 2-1 victory. 
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tell me you’ve never watched a lightning game without telling me lmao 
pic.twitter.com/397RxN56oW 

— x - kirsten (@mostlyonpoint) May 30, 2021 

In the first period, Vasilevskiy’s 15 saves contributed to a scoreless 
period. Carolina kept pressuring and Tampa Bay’s defense allowed the 
Hurricanes to set up some nice looks. But Vasilevskiy was a wall. 

He has allowed just one goal in his past two games (Wednesday’s Game 
6 against Florida was a 4-0 shutout to clinch a second-round berth) and 
has yet to come off the ice this postseason. 

“He was (today) just as he was in Game 6 (against the Panthers),” coach 
Jon Cooper said. “He was in the zone. We really needed him that first 
period when they were all pumped up for Game 1, really exciting crowd, 
so they fed off that, and probably put us on a little bit of our heels in the 
beginning and that’s where we really needed him.” 

❌SAVE: #GoBolts' Vasilevskiy saves a bouncing puck on an attempt 
from #LetsGoCanes' Trocheck and Necas. pic.twitter.com/roq8jNsA3Z 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Of his 37 saves, six came on the power play after the Lightning took five 
penalties. His one blemish was a power-play goal early in the third period 
from Carolina defenseman Jake Bean. 

“We needed him on the penalty kills,” Cooper said. “We can’t be in 
situations where we’re giving them nine-plus, almost 10 minutes of 
power-play time in a 60-minute game. We’ve got to be better in that area, 
but when we needed him in those two areas, he was there for us.” 
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Lightning’s Jon Cooper one of quickest coaches to 100 postseason 
games 

Only seven other coaches have reached the milestone within their first 
nine seasons. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Sunday’s second-round series opener marked 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper’s 100th career playoff game, putting him in 
an elite club of Stanley Cup-winning coaches.  

Cooper reached the mark in his ninth season as Tampa Bay head coach. 
Only seven other coaches — Mike Babcock, Pat Burns, Glen Sather, 
Mike Keenan, Fred Shero, Ken Hitchcock and Scotty Bowman — have 
reached that milestone in the same timeframe, according to NHL Stats. 

All of those coaches — Cooper included — have won Cups, and they 
have 20 championships between them. Cooper’s postseason record is 
59-41. 

Much has been made of the Lightning players’ postseason experience. 
Cooper said he’s gained valuable experience along the way as well. 

“I can remember back to my first series in the NHL against Montreal, and 
probably the biggest thing is controlling your emotions,” Cooper said. “I 
just remember the emotional roller-coasters I went through early in the 
playoffs in my tenure as opposed to now and don’t excuse that for not 
being as passionate. But it’s about the process, and understanding that, 
‘Gosh, would you love every series to be a sweep.’  

“But for the most part they’re probably not going to be like that and it’s 
okay to lose a game in a series. You just don’t want to lose the series. I 
think over the years I’ve learned how to deal with that a little bit better 
than maybe when I was a little more wet behind the ears.” 
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Second round: Lightning-Hurricanes Game 1 live updates 

Barclay Goodrow’s bad-angle goal with just over seven minutes 
remaining is the difference in a 2-1 Tampa Bay win. 

 

By Frank Pastor 

 

Barclay Goodrow’s bad-angle goal with just over seven minutes 
remaining lifted the Lightning to a 2-1 win over the Hurricanes in Game 1 
of their second-round series Sunday at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 

Tampa Bay led 1-0 before Carolina’s Jake Bean tied the game on a 
power-play goal less than two minutes into the third period. 

The Lightning’s Brayden Point opened the scoring with a power-play goal 
midway through the second period. Victor Hedman and Nikita Kucherov 
assisted on the goal. 

Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 37 of the 38 shots he 
faced. The Hurricanes’ Alex Nedeljkovic made 28 saves on 30 shots. 

Lightning defenseman David Savard was out of the lineup with an upper-
body injury. Erik Cernak left the ice late in the second period after getting 
sandwiched between two Hurricanes players against the end boards, 
leaving Tampa Bay with five defensemen. 

Both teams won their opening-round series in six games, Tampa Bay 
eliminating Florida and Carolina dispatching Nashville. 

Here’s how it happened: 

Third period 

Blake Coleman still in the penalty box as the third period gets under way 

HURRICANES GOAL. Jake Bean scores on the power play, with Jesper 
Fast setting a screen in front. The puck appeared to go in off the hip of 
Anthony Cirelli. Lightning 1, Hurricanes 1. 

 GOAL: #LetsGoCanes' Bean ties it up with #GoBolts at 1-all on the 
power-play with 18:19 remaining in regulation. pic.twitter.com/lLy18bvlNZ 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Cernak is still not back on the Lightning bench 

Nedeljkovic sweeps a puck out from the front of the net with Yanni 
Gourde applying pressure 

Nedeljkovic stops Kucherov from in front following an Anthony Cirelli shot 
from the left circle 

Cirelli penalized for high-sticking Vincent Trocheck 

 PENALTY: #GoBolts' Cirelli is called for high-sticking on 
#LetsGoCanes' Trocheck. CAR back on the power-play with 1-all tied 
game. pic.twitter.com/pIc4UkveGJ 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Dougie Hamilton shot from the point tipped by Blake Coleman and rolls in 
on Vasilevskiy 

Aho tips Necas shot on to the net but saved by Vasilevskiy 

Lightning kill the penalty 

Palat shot through traffic kicked away by Nedeljkovic 

Maroon chance from in front saved by Nedeljkovic 
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LIGHTNING GOAL! Barclay Goodrow scores on a bad-angle shot from 
just above the goal line. The shot beats Nedeljkovic short side. Lightning 
2, Hurricanes 1. 

 GOAL: #GoBolts' Goodrow gets the lead for #TBLightning with 7:21 
remaining in regulation against #LetsGoCanes. His second game back in 
action... pic.twitter.com/9KS6LMJRFe 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Vasilevskiy covers shot from Necas 

❌SAVE: #GoBolts' Vasilevskiy with a heck of a glove save on this 
#LetsGoCanes shot pic.twitter.com/LwR54zPMb8 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Vasilevskiy will a couple of big back-to-back saves, first on Necas from 
the high slot and then on Trocheck from along the goal line. 

Nedeljkovic breaks up a Killorn pass for Stamkos on the rush with his 
pad 

https://t.co/oOkXzgnQqQ pic.twitter.com/z6Arzivw8w 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Second period 

The crowd waves their white towels and cheers during player 
introductions before the start of Game 1. 

The crowd waves their white towels and cheers during player 
introductions before the start of Game 1. [ DIRK SHADD | Times ] 

Svechnikov misses wide 

Staal shoots high on Vasilevskiy 

Nedeljkovic covers rolling shot from Ross Colton with Pat Maroon setting 
a screen in front 

Brayden Point shot from the high slot goes off the stick of Nedeljkovic’s 
stick 

❌STICK SAVE: #LetsGoCanes' Nedeljkovic with the stick save on 
#GoBolts' Point pic.twitter.com/RJNTmckD96 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Ondrej Palat skates in front of the goal, but Nedeljkovic pokes the puck 
off his stick 

Victor Hedman pass can’t connect with Nikita Kucherov on a 2-on-1 

Anthony Cirelli shot goes off the heel of the glove of Nedeljkovic 

Luke Schenn dives to break up a Carolina scoring chance 

 DIVING SAVE: #GoBolts' Schenn spreads out to interrupt a 
#LetsGoCanes look on #TBLightning's Vasilevskiy 
pic.twitter.com/g0v7fEQSAR 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Kucherov shoots wide of the net 

Lightning apply all kinds of pressure before the Hurricanes can clear the 
puck 

McGinn penalized for high-sticking Mikhail Sergachev, giving the 
Lightning their first power play 

Jordan Staal clears the puck 

Jaccob Slavin steals the puck at the Lightning blue line and gets a short-
handed opportunity 

Hurricanes again clear the puck 

LIGHTNING GOAL! Brayden Point tips in Victor Hedman shot-pass on 
the power play. Lightning 1, Hurricanes 0 

 GOAL: #GoBolts' Point opens the scoring in Raleigh on the power-
play. He tips in a shot from #TBLightning's Hedman for the 1-0 lead on 
#LetsGoCanes. 11:45 remains in the second period. 
pic.twitter.com/7XgWblR5Rq 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Big pileup in front of the net after a Sergachev shot goes off a Carolina 
player and Yanni Gourde contends for the puck 

Cedric Paquette called for interference, and the Lightning go right back 
on the power play 

Brett Pesce blocks Steven Stamkos shot 

Kucherov called for cross-checking Brock McGinn, and that brings the 
Lightning power play to a close. We’ll have 4-on-4 play for 46 seconds, 
followed by a Hurricanes power play 

 PENALTY: #GoBolts' Kucherov gets sent to the box for cross-
checking in retaliation of #LetsGoCanes' McGinn landing an 
"interference" hit on him. 4v4 for 46 seconds. 
pic.twitter.com/bcVuEJ7oKp 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Pesce hits the post 

Brayden Point shoots wide 

Ross Colton takes shot off the skate 

‼OUCH: #GoBolts' Colton looks like he's favoring his right leg skating 
toward #TBLightning bench. Not sure what happened there... 
pic.twitter.com/QGXY03pCfZ 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Dougie Hamilton rolling shot goes wide 

Brayden Point carrying the puck draws a tripping penalty from Hamilton 

 PENALTY: #LetsGoCanes' Hamilton heads to the box for tripping 
#GoBolts' Point. Third power-play opportunity of the period — and game 
— for #TBLightning. TBL leads 1-0 with 4:54 remaining in the second. 
pic.twitter.com/pTh9t6qYoZ 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Stamkos pass for Killorn broken up, and the puck is cleared down the ice 

Point shot blocked in front 

Palat whiffs on back-door pass from Johnson 

Hurricanes kill the penalty 

Pesce shot goes off the glass 

Erik Cernak down on the ice after getting sandwiched between two 
Hurricanes against the end boards. His face appeared to hit Vincent 
Trocheck’s visor after being hit by Andrei Svechnikov 

 HIT: #GoBolts' Cernak is sandwiched between two #LetsGoCanes 
players and is down on the ice after the hits. He's talking to trainer Todd 
Mulligan on the ice and skates under his own power to the room. 
pic.twitter.com/qpoHEcM5d5 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Hamilton shot goes off shoulder of Vasilevskiy 

Vasilevskiy saves Brady Skjei shot from right circle and gives up big 
rebound. Trocheck unable to get a puck on it in the slot, but Blake 
Coleman penalized for tripping Jordan Martinook. 
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(Lightning lead 1-0 after two periods) 

First period 

Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy (88) skates with his teammates 
during pregame warmups. 

Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy (88) skates with his teammates 
during pregame warmups. [ DIRK SHADD | Times ] 

 PUCK DROP: #LetsGoCanes vs. #GoBolts: Round 2, Game 1 
pic.twitter.com/nK08eO5olR 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Victor Hedman shot blocked by Sebastian Aho 

Alex Nedeljkovic saves Ondrej Palat snap shot 

Brock McGinn snap shot stopped by Andrei Vasilevskiy 

Anthony Cirelli backhand attempt saved by Nedeljkovic 

#GoBolts' Cirelli collides with #LetsGoCanes' Nedeljkovic on the rush 
pic.twitter.com/pFlcgA9hGz 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Brady Skjei shot saved by Vasilevskiy 

Vincent Trocheck wrist shot stopped by Vasilevskiy 

Jake Bean shot blocked by Pat Maroon 

Ross Colton shot blocked by Steven Lorentz 

Warren Foegele hit Jan Rutta 

Barclay Goodrow hit Andrei Svechnikov 

Goodrow hit Jordan Staal 

Ryan McDonagh hit Sebastian Aho 

Vincent Trocheck hit Erik Cernak 

Cedric Paquette hit Luke Schenn 

Cedric Paquette hit Ross Colton 

Mikhai Sergachev breaks up scoring chance for Vincent Trocheck 

Martin Necas hits outside of the post with Jordan Martinook setting a 
screen in front 

 RINGS IRON: #LetsGoCanes' Necas rings iron from the left circle 
against #GoBolts' Vasilevskiy pic.twitter.com/ijSD6GRkk2 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Alex Killorn with a big hit on Trocheck 

Jaccob Slavin shot saved by Vasilevskiy 

Lightning penalized for too many men on the ice. Maroon will serve the 
penalty 

Barclay Goodrow wins faceoff against Trocheck 

Vasilevskiy stops a couple of Trocheck chances from in front 

Lightning kill the penalty, allowing just two shots on goal 

Nedeljkovic makes glove save on Nikita Kucherov redirection 

Yanni Gourde backhand saved by Nedeljkovic 

Svechnikov snap shot saved by Vasilevskiy 

Vasilevskiy goes into a split to make a glove save on Aho 

Kucherov penalized for tripping Aho, and Carolina gets it second power 
play 

 PENALTY: #GoBolts' Kucherov is called for tripping on 
#LetsGoCanes' Aho. Carolina's second power-play opportunity of the 
night... pic.twitter.com/S39HzcdPlB 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Trocheck snap shot saved by Vasilevskiy 

Lightning kill the penalty, and Anthony Cirelli is nearly sprung on a 
breakaway as Kucherov comes out of the box 

Ondrej Palat taken off the puck and into the wall by Jaccob Slavin 

 HIT: #GoBolts' Palat collides into the boards with help from 
#LetsGoCanes' Slavin pic.twitter.com/bfMr4tMfKJ 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) May 30, 2021 

Nedeljkovic gloves Sergachev shot from above the right circle 

Dougie Hamilton shot goes off Vasilevskiy’s pad 

Victor Hedman snap shot saved by Nedeljkovic 

(No score after one period) 

Your pregame scouting report 

Could they really do it again? 

The Lightning sure looked the part of defending Stanley Cup champions 
during their series-clinching win over the Panthers Wednesday in Tampa. 

Their biggest stars shined, they got significant contributions from their 
third and fourth lines, and they showed they could protect a lead in their 
Game 6 win. They were dangerous on offense and disciplined in all three 
zones while dispatching one of the tougher first-round foes with their 
most complete game of the postseason. 

Now, they have to do it all over again against yet another team that 
finished ahead of them in the Central Division standings starting tonight 
against the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 

The first-place Hurricanes eliminated the fourth-place Predators in six 
games in their first-round series. But Carolina had more trouble with 
Nashville than third-place Tampa Bay did with second-place Florida, with 
the final four games going to overtime. 

While the Lightning are as familiar with the Hurricanes as they were with 
the Panthers (going 4-3-1 in their eight regular-season meetings), they 
expect a different type of challenge. The Hurricanes are fast and skilled, 
just like the Panthers. But Carolina pressures the puck in all three zones, 
taking away opponents’ space. 

Which team will get off to the better start in the best-of-seven series? 

Follow our live updates, starting at 5 p.m., as the Lightning hope to take 
the first step toward advancing to the Stanley Cup semifinals. 
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NHL playoff predictions unplugged: Anonymous scout, coach and exec 
pick second-round winners 

 

By Scott Burnside May 31, 2021  

 

And so we bid adieu to Sidney Crosby and Alex Ovechkin and 
shockingly, as it turns out Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. Auston 
Matthews? Mitch Marner? Hanging by a thread. Goodbye first round, 
hello second round of the NHL playoffs. Well sort of. With Montreal 
pushing heavily favored Toronto to a deciding seventh game Monday in 
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Toronto in their first playoff clash since 1979, the North Division is still a 
few days behind the rest of the NHL playoff world. 

But no matter. The pandemic playoffs wait for no team or player and so 
we have once again imposed on our panel of experts — an NHL coach, 
executive and scout — to guide us into the second round. 

While everyone struck out on the Winnipeg-Edmonton series, won in an 
improbable sweep by the Jets, our panel of prognosticators was 
otherwise pretty damned good in the first round. Of the seven series 
completed they combined for a 16-5 mark in the first round. Impressive. 

It doesn’t get any easier with four of the best teams in the NHL, Colorado 
and Vegas in the West and Carolina and defending Cup champion 
Tampa in the Central, squaring off. 

So, without further ado here’s a look at how our panel sees the second 
round shaking down. 

We’ll circle back when Montreal and Toronto finish up to add in 
predictions on whomever Winnipeg faces. So stay tuned. 

East Division 

Boston Bruins vs. New York Islanders  

Boston enters this series as a favorite based on a variety of factors, not 
the least of which was their easy handling of Washington and the 
emergence of Taylor Hall and Craig Smith  who have taken some of the 
pressure off Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak. Not 
that Pastrnak needed much relief as he recorded a hat-trick in the Bruins’ 
series-opening 5-2 win Saturday. 

But the Islanders represent something else entirely given their four-line, 
in-your-face style of play that took advantage of seemingly every misstep 
by the Penguins and their porous goaltending. Rookie netminder Ilya 
Sorokin remains the starter for the Isles although Semyon Varlamov 
could definitely make his presence known in this series and Isles coach 
Barry Trotz was non-committal about his starting goalie in Game 2. 

“Any team that Barry Trotz has coached is going to be a demon to play 
against,” our scout said. “And it’s not like Butch (Bruins coach Bruce 
Cassidy) is a lightweight. That series for me is a tossup.” 

Our scout believes the addition of veterans Kyle Palmieri, who was 
excellent against Pittsburgh, and Travis Zajac, used sparingly in the first 
round, are important as this second-round series unfolds. 

“Those guys don’t get rattled a whole lot,” the scout said. “For me, it’s 
always the secondary scoring guys in the playoffs.” 

One issue for our executive was how to accurately assess the Islanders’ 
play in their series win over Pittsburgh given how poor Tristan Jarry was 
for the Penguins. 

“To me, this is a whole different series for the Islanders,” the executive 
said. The Islanders’ identity is in making life difficult for opposing teams’ 
top players but the depth provided by Hall’s addition and the addition of 
Mike Reilly on the blue line may make that more difficult for the Isles. 

“That top line (Bergeron, Pastrnak, Marchand) is one of the best in 
hockey and now adding Hall they just have three solid lines,” the 
executive said of the Bruins. 

What, for instance, does Trotz do with the top defensive pairing of Adam 
Pelech and Ryan Pulock? If they go up against the Bergeron line that 
leaves Nick Leddy and Scott Mayfield to containing the David Krejci-Hall-
Smith line. That puts pressure on the Islanders to come up with their own 
balanced attack and means Mathew Barzal, without a goal in six games, 
needs to step up, the executive said. 

“Barzal’s going to have to get going a bit,” he said. 

The executive was also bullish on Boston’s goaltending led by veteran 
Tuukka Rask who was sensational with a .941 save percentage against 
the Capitals. 

“I don’t know why in Boston they shit all over the guy,” he said. “He’s 
proven that he can win series.” 

Our coach was concerned about the status of Smith after leaving Game 
1 with an injury but regardless echoed his feelings that Boston is going to 
be too much for the Islanders to handle. 

“I just think they’re firing on all cylinders,” the coach said. 

Scout: Bruins in 6 

Executive: Bruins in 6 

Coach: Bruins in 6 

Consensus: Bruins advance 

Central Division 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Tampa Bay Lightning  

How much fun should this series be? Two deep, fast, talented and 
physical teams that can bring the power from the back end, too. Great 
coaching matchup with defending Stanley Cup champ Jon Cooper 
matching wits with Rod Brind’Amour. Jaccob Slavin’s return to the 
Carolina lineup late in the Nashville series was a key. Both teams have 
killer power plays so finding that line between physicality and being in the 
box could be a deciding factor. 

Rookie Alex Nedeljkovic will need to keep up his stellar play if he’s going 
to saw off Andrei Vasilevskiy who is a favorite to win his second Vezina 
Trophy. Nedeljkovic has a .922 save percentage and has played in four 
straight overtime games, winning the last two to close out the Preds, so 
nerves at this point should be a non-issue. The goaltending should be a 
mismatch but our executive said he doesn’t know if the Hurricanes get 
past Nashville without Nedeljkovic. 

“This guy has played good all year,” he said. 

Still, our panel believes strongly in the Bolts. 

“Tampa is playing like demons,” our scout said. “I don’t think Tampa’s 
going to take a step back.” 

Both the executive and the scout noted the return of Barclay Goodrow — 
who scored the game winner in Game 1 on Sunday night — as being 
critical to the Lightning in maintaining the identity established last 
summer that they can play on the freeways and in the trenches. For our 
scout, he said there is just too much to like about Tampa from their 
goaltending on out. 

“When I watch them they’re playing with some major determination,” he 
said. 

Our executive joked that given how devastating Tampa’s power play has 
been – they went 8-for-20 for a cool 40 percent efficiency against Florida 
– Brind’Amour should start working the officials sooner than later. The 
key for our executive will be in Carolina’s depth scoring. Guys like Nino 
Niederreiter, Vincent Trocheck, and Martin Necas, who had a strong 
series against Nashville, will need to continue to produce. 

“Jordan Staal has been great. They certainly have it in them,” the 
executive said. “But I’m going to take Tampa in six although I could see 
Carolina winning it in six or seven.” 

Our coach likewise felt this series was going to be a tough challenge for 
Tampa. 

“I don’t like the matchup for Tampa Bay just because they come at you 
so fast, they’re such an aggressive team, Carolina,” the coach said. The 
way the Hurricanes employ their four lines on the forecheck will definitely 
test the Tampa blue line corps, the coach added. But in an achingly tight 
series, the coach felt the presence of Vasilevskiy would tilt the tables just 
enough in Tampa’s favor. 

“He’s likely the best goaltender in the world and I have a hard time in the 
playoffs betting against that,” the coach said. 
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Executive: Lightning in 6 

Scout: Lightning in 6 

Coach: Lightning in 7 

Consensus: Lightning advance 

West Division 

Colorado Avalanche vs. Vegas Golden Knights  

Perhaps our executive put it best when he outlined how good Vegas was 
in all aspects of the game, how good they are on both sides of the puck 
and on special teams but then added this caveat: “The only problem is 
Colorado is better.” 

It hearkens back to the outset of this prognostication project when it was 
still up in the air whether Colorado would finish first or second in the 
division and the consensus from our panel was that it didn’t matter who 
the Avalanche played. It was an easy sentiment to appreciate after 
watching the Avs cut through St. Louis, just two years removed from a 
Cup win, like the proverbial hot knife through soft butter in a four-game 
sweep. 

Our executive joked that he forgot Brandon Saad – a two-time Stanley 
Cup champ – was with the Avavalanche, that’s how deep they are up 
front. And the blue line, including the additions of Devon Toews in the 
offseason and Patrik Nemeth at the deadline, is imposing. 

“It’s as good as anyone in the league, or better,” the executive said. “And 
(Philipp) Grubauer’s been really, really good. This should be a helluva 
series,” he added. 

Our coach had praise for Vegas head coach Pete DeBoer and believed 
there was merit in starting Robin Lehner against Colorado given the 
workload carried thus far by Marc-Andre Fleury. Though, obviously, this 
was before Lehner was lit up for seven goals against in Game 1 on 
Sunday night. 

Our coach also believes Vegas will find another gear after stutter-
stepping their way through much of the first round. 

“I didn’t think they were playing very well, to be honest with you,” the 
coach said. But, for our coach, Colorado still has too much talent. “For 
me, Colorado’s still the best team.” 

Our scout initially had Vegas coming out of the west and in fact, had 
Vegas and Tampa in the final. He likes the Golden Knights’ maturity and 
he’s likewise a big fan of DeBoer. Max Pacioretty’s return to the lineup – 
he scored in his first playoff appearance in Game 7 – and having Ryan 
Reaves also back in the fold even if both are banged up improves the 
chances for Vegas. Still, our scout was waffling. 

“When I watch Colorado play,” he said searching for words. “Oh, it’s like 
they’re at a level…I’m just not sure Vegas is going to be able to do it.” 

In the end, he stayed with his pre-playoff conviction and went with the 
Golden Knights. “But I have my doubts,” he admitted. 

Scout: Golden Knights in 6 

Executive: Avalanche in 6 

Coach: Avalanche in 6 

Consensus: Avalanche advance 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens stamp improbable series comeback with 
dominant Game 7 win over Leafs 

 

Eric Engels June 1, 2021, 12:54 AM 

 

They were practically dead in the water, drowning after being pummeled 
4-0 on home ice and held to just four goals in the first four games of this 
series against a Toronto Maple Leafs team that beat them in seven of 10 
regular-season games and finished 18 points ahead in the standings. 
And if anyone was giving the Montreal Canadiens a chance at that point, 
after so few gave them a chance before this series started, they were 
delusional. 

But the Canadiens kicked their way to the surface with three consecutive 
wins, the last of which — Monday’s 3-1 series-clincher — never seemed 
in doubt for a single second once the puck dropped at Scotiabank Arena. 

“That was our best game of the series,” Carey Price told Sportsnet’s Kyle 
Bukauskas after it. 

It was one of the best ones he’s played in his 14 years defending an NHL 
net. 

Remaining Time -1:35 

Price reacts to a dazzling Game 7 performance in win over Maple Leafs 

It was Price who gave the Canadiens a puncher’s chance of defying the 
predictions from the beginning of Game 1, and it was Price who 
authoritatively stamped their ticket to Winnipeg like he was punching an 
Auston Matthews shot away with his blocker. 

Oh, the shots from Big No. 34, the NHL’s most gifted goal scorer, who 
captured the Rocket Richard Trophy with 41 in 52 regular-season games 
— many of them scored with a bum wrist — could’ve snuffed out 
decades of playoff misery for the Maple Leafs if not for Price’s armor. He 
came into Game 7 with one goal on a series-leading 32 shots and 
finished the night with two more on the scoresheet that Price took away. 
Price kicked another one that didn’t register wide of the net. 

Linemates Mitch Marner and Zach Hyman scored on one between them 
through the first six games and were held to none despite combining for 
eight shots in Game 7. 

With the score 3-0, and with just 1:36 remaining in the third period, 
William Nylander beat Price on the blocker side. But the way the 33-year-
old goaltender made his 29 saves before that, it appeared — and 
inevitably proved — virtually impossible 1:36 would be enough time to 
score even one more goal on him, let alone two. 

“He’s the best I’ve ever seen,” said Canadiens assistant captain Brendan 
Gallagher. 

It wasn’t just about Price’s play. Phillip Danault admitted that without his 
leadership and the comments he made following last Monday’s 
devastating Game 4 — about how he wasn’t frustrated by the Canadiens 
not scoring enough to that point and about how he had no doubt their 
talent would shine through in the end — this would have been over in five 
games. 

“When you have a goaltender who battles every night and keeps you in 
every game — even when he’s not at 100 per cent — and when he 
makes a statement like that, it certainly gives you energy,” Danault said, 
“It gave confidence to the team. It made us feel like he was saying, 
‘Boys, I got your back, and let’s go.’ 

“I thought it was an enormous statement, and everyone also looked in 
the mirror and was able to give more. Really, everyone looked in the 
mirror and stepped up together.” 

It was Danault who said before Game 5 that he was born for situations 
like these, and he went out and proved it. 

Has there been a forward in NHL history to play as prominent a role in a 
series without scoring a single point? 
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If Price was the antidote to Matthews and Marner, Danault was their 
poison, paralyzing them up and down the ice shift after shift. The irony in 
him going his first 24 games of the season without a goal and getting 
roasted by fans and media for turning down a long-term extension in this 
pandemic-stricken economy is delicious now. 

Danault put in a performance the great Bob Gainey would bow to. 

“I hope everyone realizes how important Phil is and how good of a series 
he had,” Gallagher said. “I talked about Matthews and Marner and how 
difficult they are to play against. Phil had that matchup every single shift 
of the series. 

“We got Pricey back there, we’ve got (Shea Weber, Ben Chiarot, Jeff 
Petry and Joel Edmundson) going up against them, but Phil is equally as 
big in that. That’s the responsibility that we put on him — especially with 
the young guys up the middle — the matchups he gets. I just have so 
much respect for Phil and what he’s able to do… and he enjoyed the 
matchup as well. You should see him down there, he’s got the biggest 
smile on his face.” 

Remaining Time -3:01 

Why Danault was most valuable skater for Canadiens in first round 

Gallagher, who scored his first of the series to make it 1-0 at 3:02 of the 
second period, wore the marks of what it takes to win in the playoffs on 
his. A cut on his right cheek, a matching one on the left and a cut right 
across the middle of his nose are the badges of honour he carries to 
Winnipeg. 

Marner, who was stick-checked by another battle-tested playoff 
performer in Eric Staal for the turnover that led to the Gallagher goal, 
faced the difficult questions he knew he would after failing to score for a 
second consecutive playoff series following his signing of a six-year, 
$65.4-million contract. His faced was unblemished as he delivered this 
answer about not meeting his own lofty expectations: 

“I just have to make sure that it stops happening.” 

Remaining Time -3:15 

Price's composure in third period made all the difference in Game 7 

A video review of Corey Perry’s work opposite him and the Maple Leafs 
in Game 7 might be a good place to find a cue. 

Was it lucky that Nick Suzuki’s shot glanced off Perry’s knee for what 
proved to be the game-winner, scored with less than five minutes to play 
in the second period? Yes. 

But Perry’s 102nd point in his 152nd Stanley Cup Playoffs game was 
scored from the blue paint. As was his other goal in this series, in Game 
6. His Hall-of-Fame-worthy career has been a playbook on how to make 
your own luck, and it was no surprise to see him come through once 
again with everything on the line. 

But this win was as much about Perry, Price, Danault and Gallagher as it 
was Erik Gustafsson. 

Remaining Time -1:05 

Puck goes off Perry & past Campbell for Canadiens power play goal 

Montreal’s ninth defenceman played just 10:20 as their sixth in Game 7, 
but he did exactly what was asked of him — helping the Montreal power-
play strike on Perry’s goal and making “the little plays that lead to big 
ones,” as Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme would say. 

His role in all of this was undeniable, as he tuned out the noise and stuck 
his guns on decisions undersold by the word bold. 

“That’s our job as a coach,” Ducharme said of scratching Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi for the first game, Cole Caufield for the first two, Alex 
Romanov for all seven and Tomas Tatar for the last two. “I think I talked 
about the first day in Winnipeg when I was named the head coach (on 
Feb. 24) that I had eight million assistant coaches. So, everyone’s got 

their opinion, but at the end of the day we’re inside with those guys every 
day and we talk together as a group, a staff and I make the final decision. 
That’s the way it works, and we’ll keep doing that.” 

Fantasy Hockey Playoffs Bracket 

Think you know how this year's playoffs will unfold? Before every round, 
from Round 1 to the Stanley Cup Final, predict the winners and number 
of games for each series and answer a few prop questions. 

ENTER NOW 

The Canadiens will have to be even better against a Jets team that 
dispatched of Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and the Edmonton Oilers 
in a four-game sweep. 

But before they get to that, this one is worth celebrating. Especially after 
they proved everyone wrong. 

“They found themselves, certainly through Game 5 and six and seven,” 
said Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe. “I thought you could feel a little 
bit of a shift in their team when Kotkaniemi and Caufield came into the 
lineup for them. You could just sense things shift a little bit in terms of 
their depth and their speed and skill and those kind of things that 
changed the dynamic of the series a little bit, even though it took time for 
that traction. 

“We had our opportunities to close this thing out clearly and failed to do 
so. You’ve got to give credit to Montreal for the job that they did.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / What changes do Maple Leafs make after worst collapse 
yet? 

 

Luke Fox June 1, 2021, 1:02 AM 

 

TORONTO – There is a document of Toronto Maple Leafs quotes I keep 
because they are free of clichés. Crystalized nuggets of honesty or 
insight from the players that might come in handy later. 

Jake Muzzin — a cut-to-the-chase brand of guy — plays a starring role in 
this collection. Muzzin’s raw take from his first interview after 2020’s 
heartbreaking defeat in the bubble echoes loud at a time like this. 

“If we’re not learning from this, we’re really losing,” Muzzin said following 
the Columbus series. “I hope guys understand that we’ve got to dig in. 

“Last year we were right there. This year right there. A bounce here, a 
bounce there. Maybe some guys, it’s mental. But I believe this team is 
ready. This group needs to dig in more. That will to win has to burn a little 
more.” 

Again: These are quotes from last summer. 

Thing is, until Thursday the Maple Leafs looked like they had learned, top 
to bottom. 

Remaining Time -3:17 

Should Maple Leafs stick with current core going forward? 

Kyle Dubas hired two defencemen (T.J. Brodie, Zach Bogosian) who 
specialize in playing defence, and the GM pillaged the bargain rack for 
leadership and experience. 

Coach Sheldon Keefe, in his first full year at the helm, implemented a 
stingier, more connected system and convinced some of the sport’s 
flashiest talents that backchecking is as cool as lacrosse goals. 
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It’s been written more than once (guilty as charged) that the 2021 edition 
of the Toronto Maple Leafs feels different. More consistent. Less fragile. 

They sliced through a shortened regular season and set themselves up 
for home ice through Rounds 1 and 2, minimum, against opponents 
they’d already beaten often. Superstars Auston Matthews and Mitch 
Marner exploded for video-game offence and established themselves as 
two of the best defensive forwards in Canada. 

Then the Leafs seized a 3-1 series lead against Carey Price and the 
Montreal Canadiens, cueing up their most spectacular collapse of all. 
Which is saying something. 

“The expectation within the room was higher,” said Morgan Rielly, the 
longest-serving member of the losing side. “The goals are higher than 
what we achieved this year, and it makes the disappointment much 
worse. We feel it. And we realize that we let an opportunity slip. That’s 
not acceptable by our standards, and it makes the loss a lot worse than 
anything we’ve had to deal with before.” 

Montreal played its game to a tee and won Game 7 on Monday by a 
score of 3-1. 

The Canadiens deserve their fate just as much as the Maple Leafs do. 

To sift through the details of defeat — Brendan Gallagher beating Jack 
Campbell five-hole from distance; Toronto starting flat and digging itself 
into a third straight multi-goal deficit before Period 3; the Maple Leafs 
losing the series’ special teams battle to Montreal’s much-derided power 
play — is to prod at an open wound. 

No one was in any mood for an X’s and O’s discussion following the 
seventh consecutive failure to squash a post-season opponent in an 
elimination game. 

Maybe some guys, it’s mental. 

Remaining Time -1:39 

Emotional Campbell takes blame for Maple Leafs' Game 7 loss 

A crushed Campbell beat himself up for the Gallagher miss, calling it the 
“worst goal of my career.” 

Marner, extending his playoff goal drought to 18 games, spoke of all 
those empty nets missed in a series where he struggled to find his way. 

Matthews’ team-issued ballcap shaded his eyes when he said: “It’s 
obviously extremely frustrating just all around.” 

The coach decided not to walk into the home dressing room after shaking 
hands with Winnipeg’s stubborn next challenge. 

It’s as if he knew words couldn’t console. 

The pain is too fresh and too familiar all at once. 

“Our guys were quite devastated,” Keefe said. “Despite not having John 
[Tavares], despite not having Nick [Foligno], we were in a good spot and 
didn’t close it out. We added enough pieces and depth and things like 
that to be able to deal with those types of situations. There’s zero 
excuses.” 

So, what now? Where do you go from here? 

Dubas has forever preached process, that progress is not linear the way 
fans would prefer it. In other words, that a team which hasn’t won a 
single series since YouTube was invented could suddenly win four one 
spring. If you keep betting on talent. 

Eager to win during the Matthews-Marner prime, Dubas has also been 
the spendy type, both in draft capital and literal capital. (The Leafs used 
up four of their seven 2021 draft picks on this run.) He’s identified needs 
and hunted them down. 

Eight Maple Leafs who dressed Game 7 will be unrestricted free agents. 
Three more (David Rittich, Ben Hutton, Riley Nash) were depth pieces 
purchased for a deep run that never materialized. 

Of that group, Jason Spezza, the best bang-for-your-buck veteran in the 
league, is worth re-signing. Dubas should take a run at Zach Hyman, too, 
although the power forward will have tempting suitors elsewhere. 
Bogosian, 30, certainly earned his $1 million. Would he take that sum 
short-term again? 

The rest will likely walk. And Toronto will lose another useful piece 
(perhaps Alexander Kerfoot and his $3.5 million AAV?) to Seattle in the 
expansion draft, freeing up more room to manoeuvre. 

Provided Campbell ($1.65 million cap hit) remains the starting goalie, 
Dubas will have more than enough cash to go on a spree and, once 
again, assemble a new cast of role players around his stars. 

The executive could run it back and hope things will be different in 2022, 
that Muzzin and Tavares will be healthy, that his pocket aces will hold up. 

Or, in a summer where some very big fish will be available, Dubas could 
deviate from the original plan altogether. 

The unravelling over the past five days is severe enough to make you at 
least question the pillars the Maple Leafs have been built upon. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Islanders take Game 2 as clash with Bruins shapes up to 
be test of survival 

 

Iain MacIntyre June 1, 2021, 1:38 AM 

 

The New York Islanders and Boston Bruins played a fantastic playoff 
game Monday night, and Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner didn’t score 
in that one either. 

But Casey Cizikas did. 

The veteran energy centre from Toronto skated onto a loose puck and 
buried a breakaway winner in overtime as the Islanders beat the Bruins 
4-3 to tie at 1-1 an East Division Final that will be a test of survival if the 
teams continue to hammer one another like they did Monday. 

Cizikas’ first National Hockey League playoff goal since he scored in 
2015 against the Washington Capitals, who were coached then by 
Islanders bench boss Barry Trotz, came about an hour after Matthews 
and Marner and the Maple Leafs face-planted again. 

Remaining Time -1:30 

Brutal bounce sets up Cizikas’ OT-winning breakaway on Rask 

But as the Montreal Canadiens moved on to the North Division Final 
against the Winnipeg Jets, we were left wondering after the Islanders-
Bruins slugfest how in the world any Canadian champion is going to 
stand up against the six monsters still playing south of the American 
border. 

Boston and New York look formidable – and may not be as good as the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, Carolina Hurricanes, Colorado Avalanche and 
Vegas Golden Knights. 

With fans back in American buildings, this looks as good as playoff 
hockey gets. 

Cizikas registered six hits before he scored the knockout blow at 14:48 of 
overtime, and combined with linemates Matt Martin and Cal Clutterbuck 
for 20 pelts. The Islanders outhit the Bruins 48-47 and, honestly, the 
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official scorers were not including dirty looks, foul language and bad 
breath. The game was that physical. 

“Both teams are pretty veteran groups, so these type of games, I think 
everybody’s comfortable in,” Trotz said. “There’s two teams that play very 
similar styles, have good character on both sides, have a lot of the same 
elements. It’s a physical game. So you’ve got bring some backbone and 
you’ve got to bring some courage.” 

Buckle up. 

RIDING THE ROLLER COASTER 

Here’s the game in a sentence: TD Garden was bonkers, Bruins led 1-0, 
Islanders led 3-1, Bruins scored twice in the second half of the third 
period to tie it 3-3, TD Garden was even louder, and then the Islanders 
won in OT when Boston defenceman Jeremy Lauzon’s cross-ice pass at 
the New York blueline hit a teammate’s skate and bounced into Cizikas’ 
path. Everybody hit everybody (would be the second sentence). 

Trotz, who won a Stanley Cup with Washington in 2018 and is coaching 
in the playoffs’ second round for the seventh straight season, called a 
timeout after Brad Marchand’s screened shot beat Islanders goalie 
Semyon Varlamov to make it 3-3 with 4:54 remaining in regulation time. 

Trotz explained: “Had to call a timeout and just said: ‘Listen, you’ve got to 
forget about everything that we’ve done to this point because we’ve done 
a hell of a job. Let’s make sure that we take care of business. All we have 
to do is get the next goal. And they did. 

“That was a helluva hockey game, two good teams going nose-to-nose. 
That’s the type of series I expected going into it, and I expect the same 
going back to the island (for Game 3 on Thursday). They had a lot of 
momentum from the crowd. We fought through that, and that showed a 
lot of character for our group.” 

Shots were 35-22 for Boston when Trotz called his timeout, 17-7 for New 
York the rest of the way. 

Fantasy Hockey Playoffs Bracket 

Think you know how this year's playoffs will unfold? Before every round, 
from Round 1 to the Stanley Cup Final, predict the winners and number 
of games for each series and answer a few prop questions. 

ENTER NOW 

CASEY AT THE BAT 

You’d think after waiting six years for a playoff goal — and two months 
since his last regular-season goal — Cizikas would have a lot to say 
about outskating Lauzon and whizzing a wrist shot over goalie Tuukka 
Rask’s right shoulder. 

“I knew that D-man was going to be tracking me hard,” Cizikas said. “Just 
skated as fast as I can and I get a shot off, and I was able to beat him.” 

Upon further prodding, the 30-year-old career Islander admitted of his 
scoring drought: “You definitely think about it. You want to contribute, you 
want to score goals. But at the end of the day, that’s not our line’s goal. 
We want to create havoc out there, we want to create momentum for the 
lineup.” 

They did that, too. 

“This is sort of a character win for us, and there’s no one that has bigger 
character in the dressing room,” Trotz said of Cizikas. “He gives you 
everything’s he’s got, shift in and shift out, total team guy, great 
teammate, all that. I can guarantee you when he came in, our room 
exploded with guys hugging him and all that. That’s what makes this 
group really special. Everybody’s a hero in the room.” 

Remaining Time -1:03 

No penalty after Leddy takes down Kuraly with questionable hit 

BAD BRUINS 

Boston isn’t really the big, bad Bruins anymore but the penalties they 
took Monday hurt them. David Pastrnak, a hat-trick hero in Boston’s 5-2 
win Saturday in Game 1, unsuccessfully attempted to high-jump 
Varlamov in the second period. His goalie-interference penalty allowed 
Josh Bailey’s bank shot to tie it 1-1 on the power play. When Bruins 
defenceman Brandon Carlo received a cross-checking penalty for 
engaging Leo Komarov after a whistle, the Islanders power play made it 
3-1 on Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s goal. 

Bruins winger Jake DeBrusk could also face an NHL player-safety review 
for cross-checking Islander defenceman Scott Mayfield in the back of the 
head. That one wasn’t called. 

Remaining Time -1:08 

Coyle scores on first shot of the game after Islanders turnover 

WELCOME MAT 

Struggling New York forward Mathew Barzal drew a second assist on 
Pageau’s goal and was far better Monday than he was Saturday. But he 
still has zero goals and four assists through eight playoff games after 
leading the Islanders with 45 points during the regular season – 10 more 
than his nearest teammate. 

Asked Monday morning about Barzal’s surprising struggle, Trotz offered 
a 95-second oral dissertation on how top players succeed in the playoffs. 

“You look at different series as they’ve gone along and the top players 
get really (tough) matchups,” he said. “They have to really fight for their 
inches to have any success in the playoffs. I think in the regular season, 
there’s more room. There just is, so they’re able to create. And Mat has 
been able to do that. He’s done it in past playoffs; he’s been able to 
create and put up pretty good numbers. This year, it’s a little different. I 
think. . . those players have to fight for the inches, and if you’re not willing 
to fight for those inches, then you don’t get those inches and you don’t 
get those opportunities. So he’s got to dig in. This is not about, you know, 
who he’s playing with. It’s about Mathew just digging in a little bit, and not 
getting frustrated. I know he’s not. He’s been team-first. 

“I like his demeanor. In terms of in the past, he could go off the rails, just 
because of the maturity. I think he’s matured the last couple years. So his 
demeanor in these playoffs, he knows he’s going to get (physical 
attention). Even on line changes, guys are giving you a stick in the ribs, 
giving you a little whack behind the knee. He used to react to that. It 
doesn’t affect him right now. But the next step is, ‘Okay, it’s not going my 
way right now, and how do I find a way?’ I think it’s just fighting for the 
inches, being really firm in your battles. To get offence now, you’ve got to 
win battles. I don’t have a lot of issues with his game. Would I like him to 
produce a little bit more? Absolutely. And he will, he will. He’s a proud 
player, he’s a good player, and I have a lot of trust in him that he’s going 
to be able to do that.” 

Here endeth the lesson. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs fail to ‘get it done’ vs. Habs in another first-round series 
loss 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — The Maple Leafs had their chance, and they blew it. 
Again.  

Toronto had three opportunities to close out its first-round playoff series 
against Montreal and managed to squander them all. In Monday’s 
decisive Game 7, the Leafs couldn’t even score until their fate was 
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already sealed, and the 3-1 loss put a final dagger through Toronto’s 
once-promising season.  

The scenario was perfectly familiar to the Leafs. It marked the third time 
in four seasons that Toronto has been bounced from the first round in 
Game 7, not to mention their loss to Columbus in Game 5 of a playoff 
qualifying round last summer.  

In this chapter of defeat, Toronto’s stars were all but invisible. Auston 
Matthews scored just once in seven games, Mitch Marner didn’t score at 
all and, with their season on the line, only William Nylander managed to 
light the lamp when Toronto was too far gone for it to matter.  

“It's really hard to put it into words,” said coach Sheldon Keefe. “We’re 
obviously devastated and disappointed and expected better of ourselves. 
We believe we were capable of a lot more, not just tonight but through 
the whole series. Our guys wanted to win, they wanted to push past this 
and we didn’t get it done.” 

Keefe said his players were “quite devastated” following the loss and he 
chose not to address them right away. Instead he’ll give them – and 
himself – more time to reflect on how Toronto ended up where it did – on 
the outside looking in after another first-round playoff disaster.  

The Leafs had put themselves in an ideal position entering the 
postseason, winning the North Division and securing home ice 
advantage in the first round. Toronto lost Game 1 of the opening round to 
Montreal (and saw captain John Tavares exit the series entirely with a 
concussion and knee injury) but rallied to win the next three games and 
put the Canadiens on the ropes.  

Toronto outscored Montreal 13-3 in that four-game stretch, but struggled 
to find offence in the series’ final three games. In both Games 5 and 6, 
the Leafs were down by multiple goals and came back to force overtime, 
only to lose twice in the extra frame.  

In Game 7, Toronto was once again stymied by the Canadiens’ 
smothering defence and Carey Price’s stellar play. The Canadiens’ 
netminder had a .944 save percentage in Montreal’s last three victories, 
and the Leafs’ top scorers looked impotent in front of him. Through two 
periods on Monday, Matthews, Marner and Nylander had combined for a 
single shot on net and the Leafs didn’t generate one high-danger scoring 
chance (compared to three by Montreal). 

“I'm not really sure how to sum it up; it's obviously extremely frustrating 
just all around,” said Matthews, who finished the playoffs with one goal 
and five points. “In my opinion, I don't think we had any shortage of 
chances, we just weren't able to capitalize and, obviously, we're out there 
to capitalize and we weren't able to get it done.” 

Marner hasn’t scored a goal in his last 18 playoff games now, a revealing 
statistic that the 24-year-old had trouble explaining away.  

“I had a lot of looks, a lot of nets that were empty that I just didn't put it 
into,” he said. “I put a lot of pressure on myself [to] be the best player 
every single night. I felt that I wasn't living up to my own standards and I 
just have to make sure that stops happening.” 

Unfortunately for the Leafs, Marner couldn’t figure it out in time to help 
save their season.  

After a goalless first period on Monday gave way to an energetic start to 
the second for Montreal, it was Brendan Gallagher breaking through 
early in the frame to spot Montreal a 1-0 lead.  

The Leafs pushed back but couldn’t beat Price, and when Pierre Engvall 
was called for holding, Corey Perry capitalized with a power play goal to 
give the Canadiens a 2-0 advantage going into the third.  

Tyler Toffoli added an empty-netter to seal the victory for Montreal. 
Nylander’s score came after that, ruining Price’s shutout bid but 
accomplishing little else. 

An extremely emotional Jack Campbell, who posted a .934 save 
percentage in the series, couldn’t help but put the blame on himself for 
Toronto’s loss after Gallagher’s goal went in. 

“It was the worst [goal against] of my career, and it happened in Game 
7,” Campbell said, fighting back tears. “Just thinking of how hard the 
team battled and for it to end like that. It’s unacceptable. The team 
counts on me to be better and I know I can be a lot better.” 

The same goes for Toronto’s entire team. Keefe refused to make 
allowances because of Tavares’ injury or the loss of Jake Muzzin in 
Game 6 to a lower-body injury that kept him out of Game 7. Nick Foligno 
also missed time in the series with a lower-body ailment and returned for 
Games 6 and 7 but was “far from 100 per cent” according to Keefe.  

Still, the Leafs were built to withstand such problems, and they couldn’t. 
And there was no easy way for Keefe to put that into perspective amid 
the rubble of Toronto’s season.  

“We were in a really good spot and didn’t close it out and we had enough 
pieces and depth to be able to do with those [injury] situation,” Keefe 
said. “So there's zero excuses. I think our guys played hard. I'm not going 
to question our team's will or commitment. We didn't get it done. We had 
our opportunities to close this thing out and clearly we failed to do so.” 
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TSN.CA / With Muzzin out, Sandin gets shot at redemption 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

Defenceman Jake Muzzin will miss a minimum of three weeks due to a 
lower-body injury sustained on Saturday night.  

It will be hard for the Leafs to fill the void with Muzzin out. He logs big 
minutes (21:25 a night through the first five games of the series) against 
tough competition while bringing a physical element to Toronto's top four. 
Muzzin is third on the team in playoff goals with two. He is one of only 
two Stanley Cup champions on the roster, with four Game 7 wins under 
his belt from his time in Los Angeles.  

"Muzz is a huge leader for us," said forward Jason Spezza, who is 
second on the team with three goals in the series. "Very competitive guy, 
a guy who brings it every night ... He's a guy who's obviously a big piece 
to us, but we'll have to make do without him here for a bit. We have to 
move forward and play as a team." 

Rasmus Sandin will draw back in. The 21-year-old was scratched on 
Saturday after committing two costly turnovers in Game 5.  

"He's a young defenceman, you're going to make mistakes," Zach 
Bogosian said last week. "You're going to make mistakes when you've 
played 20 years in the league as well. The response would be to go out 
there and do what makes him good. We're confident that he'll be better. 
Hockey's a game of mistakes. You just learn from them. You learn when 
to park it and now's not a time to dwell too much. He's a confident guy 
that can make plays, so we're not worried about it."  

Leafs Ice Chips: Muzzin out, Sandin in; Start is crucial 

The Maple Leafs have been outscored 4-1 in the first period by the 
Canadiens in their series, a stat they hope to avoid continuing in Game 7. 
Unfortunately for Toronto, they will be without Jake Muzzin for the game 
and a minimum of three weeks. Rasmus Sandin will draw in in Muzzin's 
absence. Mark Masters gets you set up for what should be an eventful 
Game 7 in Toronto. 
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In rare move, the Leafs opted not to have a full team skate in the wake of 
the Game 6 loss. They didn't hold a practice on Sunday and Sheldon 
Keefe made Monday's morning skate optional.  

"Our starts haven't gone the way that we've liked here the last little bit," 
the coach explained. "It's not like we're attached to what we've been 
doing here of late. And then the other part of it is just you get to this point 
in the series and rest is so important. We have some guys that prefer not 
to skate in the mornings and save their energy, so it's just easy for us to 
do that today." 

Eight regulars decided to hit the ice this morning: Pierre Engvall, Alex 
Galchenyuk, Alex Kerfoot, William Nylander, Spezza, Joe Thornton, 
Sandin and Jack Campbell. 

The Canadiens have outscored the Leafs 4-1 in the first periods during 
the series.  

"We have to assert ourselves earlier in the game better than we have," 
said Spezza. "We've played a little bit tentative and passive in the last 
two games and Montreal has gotten off to good starts." 

John Tavares also took part in the skate this morning. It was his first 
session with teammates since suffering a knee injury and concussion in 
Game 1.  

"He's had no setbacks here," said Keefe. "That's very positive. Things 
seem to be progressing very well in regards to the knee and then he's 
had no setbacks, or anything like that, in regards to the concussion. Of 
course, they're going to continue to be very cautious and safe about it. 
His health, of course, is of the utmost importance." 

Keefe describes Tavares' recovery as "quite remarkable" and the fact the 
team's captain is getting closer to returning is a motivating factor.  

"Us winning this game tonight gives him a chance to potentially come 
back and play," Spezza noted. "So that's just another reason why we 
want to win this game. John's a big part of this. To see him on the ice is 
great. He's making great progress. Just being around him the last few 
days, he's in great spirits. The best thing we can do as teammates is win 
a hockey game." 

Tavares takes part in optional skate; Leafs remain cautious about his 
return 

John Tavares joined the Maple Leafs for their optional skate ahead of 
Game 7 against the Canadiens, a positive sign that Toronto's captain is 
recovering well after the concussion he sustained in Game 1. While he 
won't be available for Game 7, veterans Joe Thornton and Jason Spezza 
spoke about how important it is to have Tavares back and participating. 

For the first time since March 10, 2020, the Leafs will play in front of fans 
at Scotiabank Arena. 

"It's been a long time coming," said Thornton. "It's going to be fun to play 
in front of. I know it's only 500, but hopefully we'll build off this and 
continue to get more people going forward." 

Provincial health authorities have signed off on having 550 fully 
vaccinated frontline health-care workers, including hospital and long-term 
care staff, in the stands. They are being invited as a token of appreciation 
and will not have to purchase a ticket.  

"It's a great sign for where we're headed in society," noted Spezza. "It's a 
great way to recognize the health-care workers for all the hard work that 
they've done to get us to this point." 

The Canadiens welcomed 2,500 fans to the Bell Centre for Game 6, 
which was the first time we've seen fans at an NHL game in Canada 
since the pandemic began.  

'A sign of progress': Leafs bring 550 healthcare workers to Scotiabank 
Arena for Game 7 

The Toronto Maple Leafs announced today that they would be allowing 
550 fully vaccinated healthcare workers into Scotiabank Arena for Game 

7 against the Montreal Canadiens. Head coach Sheldon Keefe spoke 
about what it would mean to have fans in the building for the first time in 
over a year. 

Thornton is the only Maple Leaf who will dress tonight that has won a 
Game 7 in the NHL. His advice? 

"Clear your mind," the 41-year-old said. "You got to enjoy the moment 
and leave it out on the ice every shift ... The guys are loose. They're 
ready to go hunt tonight. We're ready for this. We've prepared all year for 
a moment like this and the guys will be ready." 

Thornton has been on the winning side in five of eight Game 7s during 
his career.  

Spezza has the next most Game 7 experience among the Leafs – four 
games – but has lost them all. 

"I haven't had a chance to win yet and this is going to be a big moment in 
our teams' path to having a special run," Spezza said. "You look back 
and you learn from different experiences over the years. I think about 
gold-medal games. I think about Game 7s. I think about what I've learned 
through the ebbs and flows of being in important games like this and how 
to carry yourself and also just how to play. So, yeah, you draw on your 
experience and that's why you need experienced players this time of 
year." 

The Leafs have six players who will be suiting up in their first NHL Game 
7 tonight: Galchenyuk, Ilya Mikheyev, T.J. Brodie, Justin Holl, Sandin and 
Campbell. 
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TSN.CA / Muzzin out as Maple Leafs look to extend season 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — The Maple Leafs will have to find a way to extend their 
season without Jake Muzzin. 

Coach Sheldon Keefe announced on Monday that the veteran 
defenceman will be sidelined for at least three weeks with a lower-body 
injury. That blow comes just hours before Toronto is set to face Montreal 
in Game 7 of their first-round playoff series on Monday night.  

Muzzin suffered the injury midway through the Leafs’ 4-3 overtime loss in 
Game 6 on Saturday. That was the second consecutive game where 
Toronto failed to close out the Canadiens, and now their squandered 3-1 
series lead has led the Leafs back home for a decisive final matchup.  

Keefe said the Leafs will “press on” without Muzzin, with rookie Rasmus 
Sandin stepping back in for Game 7. But the biggest challenge facing 
Toronto will be overcoming those past two losses and finding a way to 
advance into the second round for the first time since 2004. 

“It's tough to come down from [those defeats]; it's tough to go through the 
recap of what had happened and prepare your team the next day,” said 
Keefe. “But I've coached a number of elimination games before. From the 
time I arrived here this morning, I've really just focused and been in a 
groove in terms of preparing our team like any other game. It's an 
incredible opportunity here to just meet this head on and find a way to get 
to the other side.” 

Forging ahead without Muzzin won’t be easy. He leads Leafs’ 
defencemen in goals this postseason with two and is tied with Morgan 
Rielly for most points among blueliners with three.  

More significant are the heavy minutes Muzzin clocks on the ice. Not only 
was he averaging 19 minutes and 30 seconds per game in the playoffs, 
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but Muzzin has been an integral piece of the penalty kill and paced all 
Leafs when shorthanded at 2:58 per game. Toronto’s kill was a perfect 
14-for-14 in the playoffs before Muzzin was knocked out of Game 6; 
Montreal then scored two power-play goals in the third period. 

Sandin was removed from the lineup in favour of Travis Dermott after a 
horrible Game 5 where his turnovers directly led to two goals for 
Montreal. Replacing Muzzin, on the ice and the bench, will require a full 
team effort.  

“Muzz is a huge leader for us in general, very competitive guy that brings 
it every night, all season,” said Jason Spezza. “He loves the game and is 
passionate about it. He’s a big piece for us, but we’ll just move forward 
and try to play as a team and play hard without him.” 

The Leafs broke with routine by holding an optional morning skate on 
Monday, after taking a day off from the ice on Sunday. John Tavares was 
in attendance for the skate, prompting a flurry of speculation about 
whether he might return to the lineup for Game 7. 

Tavares has been out since Game 1 of the series, when he suffered a 
concussion and knee injury midway through the opening period. 
Toronto’s captain has been working out and skating regularly for the past 
week, but Keefe quickly clarified Tavares wouldn’t be suiting up in 
Monday’s finale.  

“It's [just] progress that he is getting to the point now where he's on the 
ice with other players and the fact that he's had no setbacks; that’s very 
positive,” said Keefe. “They’re going to continue to be very cautious and 
safe about his health. But his recovery has been quite remarkable – even 
from the morning [after] the injury. He was pretty much back to himself 
and he's had no issues.” 

If the Leafs do want to see Tavares back in action this season, they’ll 
have to get through the Canadiens first. If Games 5 and 6 were any 
indication, Montreal won’t go quietly.  

Toronto fell behind early in both efforts, committing egregious defensive-
zone turnovers and failing to handle the Habs’ neutral-zone pressure. 
After managing to even the score in both third periods to force overtime, 
it was turnovers again – by Alex Galchenyuk in Game 5 and Dermott in 
Game 6 – that ended Toronto’s chances of closing the Canadiens out.  

Amid all that has been the lack of production from Toronto’s stars. 
Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner have one goal combined in the 
series, and they tallied just one assist each in the two potential 
elimination games.  

And then there's Toronto's sad history in Game 7s recently, a mental 
hurdle which must also be overcome. This is the third time in four 
seasons the Leafs are in this position, and they lost both those previous 
Game 7s to Boston.  

The Leafs see this year's team as its own entity though, one that prides 
itself on depth and resiliency. Both those things will need to shine 
through on Monday.  

“We've played a little bit tentative and passive last two games,” said 
Spezza. “I think if you look at the way we finished games and when we're 
behind, that’s the type of game that we have to play [by] controlling the 
puck, supporting each other and getting lots of action around their net. 
When we play quick, we’re hard to play against.” 

Regardless of how Toronto got into its present predicament, there’s no 
shortage of confidence from the Leafs that they can get the job done. 
And as they try, there will be fans in the stands for the first time this 
season after Ontario Premier Doug Ford approved a plan to have 550 
fully vaccinated healthcare workers allowed into the arena.  

“[Our determination] comes from the work we put in and how we've met 
challenges all year,” said Spezza. “We've pushed ourselves. We've had 
great daily work habits, and that stuff is what sets you up for these 
moments. We feel like as a team that we don't have to do anything 
spectacular, we just have to be ourselves and play really well and come 
with a [hard] effort and we'll get the results we’re looking for.” 
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TSN.CA / Maple Leafs need more from core 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

It’s starting to look gloomy in Toronto. 

The Maple Leafs let a commanding series lead against an inferior 
opponent slip away over the weekend, and now find themselves in a 
tenuous spot. Montreal deserves endless credit for how they have been 
able to skate with Toronto in the series, ensuring all of the pressure 
heading into Game 7 will lay at the feet of Sheldon Keefe’s club. 

The Maple Leafs have been here before – many times, in fact. That’s 
where some of the frustration from the fan base is boiling over. Five 
years ago, when the Maple Leafs were a fun and upstart team heading 
into David-versus-Goliath-type battles against the Boston Bruins, a tough 
opening-round loss would have been digestible. Here? Not so much. 

In one breath, it’s hard to be too critical of the Maple Leafs this series. 
Over the first six games, Toronto has 52 per cent of the shots, 60 per 
cent of the expected goals, and have outscored the Canadiens 17 to 11. 
If you play that way over an extended period of time, you are going to win 
more often than not. 

But former Florida Panthers scout Rhys Jessop pointed out something 
that’s impossible to ignore after Saturday night, and that’s the reality of 
what’s happening at the top of the Maple Leafs lineup. The team’s core 
forwards may be as dangerous as ever, but time and time again we’ve 
seen this group score considerably less in the playoffs than in the regular 
season. 

It’s a huge concern because the Maple Leafs can’t rest their laurels on 
firm defensive play or indomitable goaltending over lengthy stretches. 
This team is built to outscore you, and they are good at doing that. But 
when the scoring isn’t there, the team is beatable. 

It is true that scoring the playoffs, in relative terms, is quite difficult. Over 
the past five seasons, scoring has dropped in the postseason by about 7 
per cent, some of that contributable to a reduction in power-play 
opportunities. But we are seeing much more than a 7 per cent drop-off 
here: 

This trend is also true if you subset the data to just even-strength play. 
And that’s the problem here. The Leafs’ core is scoring three goals per 
60 minutes of play in the playoffs, and if you just stared at that number 
long enough you could convince yourself that should be enough to get 
the job done. 

But compare the Maple Leafs core in the regular season versus league 
averages to the playoffs versus league averages: 

In both instances I can show that Toronto’s core is above average at 
generating goals. But this team is reliant on those players generating 
goals at a considerably higher rate than their peers. In the regular 
season, Toronto’s top-end scorers are 30 per cent deviant from league-
average scoring; in the playoffs, that number drops to 12 per cent. 

And though scoring in the postseason is certainly more difficult, we do 
not see this trend apply elsewhere. Let’s look at that same group of 
Maple Leafs skaters and compare them with some of the big names 
remaining in the playoffs, still analyzing that five-year horizon. 

We see slowdowns in rate scoring, but look which group takes the 
biggest hit, and look which group’s playoff scoring is close to league 
average: 
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Players like Patrice Bergeron and Mark Stone see less offensive 
production, but they are also the two best defensive forwards in the 
game. Other players, like Nathan MacKinnon and Nikita Kucherov, have 
been more dangerous offensively in the playoffs, which is saying 
something. But all of these forwards are still scoring at high rates and are 
still creating net-goal advantages for their respective franchises. 
Toronto’s core is too, but at a substantially smaller rate. 

Toronto’s core players are not playing poorly. But they are paid to 
steamroll teams. That’s their competitive advantage. Whenever their 
scoring peters out, the team looks a lot more mortal. That’s why we keep 
scratching our heads watching the Maple Leafs in the playoffs. They 
have always been good. But can they be good enough? 

We are going to find out Monday night. 
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USA TODAY / Vegas Golden Knights' Ryan Reaves suspended two 
games for ripping out hair of Colorado Avalanche's Ryan Graves 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Vegas Golden Knights forward Ryan Reaves was suspended for two 
games by the NHL Monday for his actions against Colorado Avalanche 
defenseman Ryan Graves during a  Game 1 scrum. 

During the third period of Colorado's 7-1 victory, Reaves punched Graves 
in the back of the head, threw him to the ice and continued to go after 
him when he was down, receiving a match penalty for intent to injure. 

"Reaves continues the altercation, using his body weight to force Graves’ 
head into the ice," the league said in its suspension video. "As both the 
officials and other players attempt unsuccessfully to separate the two, 
Reaves continues to push forcefully down on the vulnerable Graves, 
eventually ripping his helmet off. During this scrum, both the officials and 
Reaves acknowledge that a chunk of Graves’ hair was pulled out by 
Reaves." 

Reaves and his teammates were upset at Graves for his hard, late hit 
that injured Mattias Janmark in the second period. Graves received a 
two-minute minor for interference. 

The league noted Reaves' disciplinary history. He has been fined twice, 
was suspended one game for a hit to the head in last year's playoffs and 
was suspended for three games for boarding in 2016. 

"Reaves is on a mission to go out and hurt somebody in the third 
(period), and that's what he goes out and does," Avalanche captain 
Gabriel Landeskog said Sunday. 

Golden Knights coach Peter DeBoer spoke up for Reaves during 
Monday's media availability before the ruling. 

"It’s not hard to defend Ryan Reaves," he said. "To me, Ryan Reaves is 
one of the cleanest tough guys that I’ve seen in the league in my 12, 13 
years." 

Reaves will be eligible to return in Game 4. The Golden Knights trail the 
second-round series 1-0. 
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USA TODAY / NHL playoff predictions: Who wins Game 7 between 
Montreal Canadiens and Toronto Maple Leafs? 

 

STAFF 

 

The Montreal Canadiens and Toronto Maple Leafs square off Monday 
night (7 p.m. ET, CNBC) in the first Game 7 between the historic rivals 
since the 1964 playoffs.   

Of course, just a few days ago it seemed unlikely the series would get to 
this point. The Leafs led the series 3-1 entering Game 5 in Toronto ... 
and then the Habs won in overtime, despite blowing a 3-0 lead in 
regulation. 

And then the Canadiens won Game 6 in overtime in Montreal, in front of 
fans for the first time since March 2020, after blowing a 2-0 lead in 
regulation.  

So here we are, Game 7 in Toronto with all the pressure firmly on the 
home side.  

The Maple Leafs have not won a playoff series in 17 years and after 
Saturday night's setback are now 0-7 with a chance to advance in the 
playoffs since 2004. They have lost winner-take-all games each of the 
prior three seasons.  

Toronto captain John Tavares remains out following his scary collision 
with Corey Perry in Game 1, and two of the Maple Leafs' biggest stars 
have failed to produce in his absence. Auston Matthews, the NHL's goal-
scoring leader in the regular season, has just one goal and three assists 
in six games. Mitch Marner has four points in six games but no goals – in 
fact, he's in a 17-game postseason scoring drought.  

Is Monday night's contest a legacy-defining game already for the young 
stars who average over $10 million a year? Can Carey Price and the 
underdog Canadiens keep the magic going?   

Who will win this Game 7? USA TODAY Sports NHL staffers weigh in: 

Jimmy Hascup: 2-1 Maple Leafs 

The pressure is on the Maple Leafs, who have blown a 3-1 series lead 
against a team that finished with 18 fewer points this season. But here 
we are for Toronto: Tavares and defenseman Jake Muzzin are injured, 
journeyman (and inexperienced) goalie Jack Campbell faces his first 
Game 7, and leading scorers Matthews and Marner have a combined 
one goal in this series. Despite all of these factors, the Leafs are too 
talented and too experienced to let a home Game 7 slip by this time 
around. Montreal will just be a hiccup on the Leafs’ Stanley Cup quest, 
but it will take a late goal by Matthews to advance. 

Mike Brehm: 3-2 Canadiens 

I'll take the opposite view, though I don't feel strongly about it. But here's 
why the Canadiens can win. Price can hold off the expected Maple Leafs 
surge in the first period, and then Toronto will start to feel some pressure. 
The Canadiens' power play finally broke through in Game 6. So did Tyler 
Toffoli.  

Jace Evans: 4-2 Maple Leafs 

If not now, when? Yes, Matthews, Marner and William Nylander are still 
young guys, but they're also all in their fifth full season in the NHL. With 
these guys all in their prime, the Leafs should be a legitimate title 
contender. It's surprising they haven't managed to win a series to this 
point but hey, hockey's funny sometimes. Failing to close out this series 
after taking a 3-1 lead, though, would be a complete embarrassment and 
could bring about some major changes. Nylander has been great this 
series, with seven points in six games. He's also their fourth highest-paid 
forward: The Leafs simply need more from Matthews and Marner. 
They're the reason Toronto has such a talent advantage in this series. I 
think they finally break out in Game 7 to end this first-round misery.  
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USA TODAY / Golden Knights' Robin Lehner gets surprise start in Game 
1 vs. Avalanche and falls 7-1 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Last year, Robin Lehner got 16 of 20 playoff starts for the Vegas Golden 
Knights. 

This year, Marc-Andre Fleury got all the playoff starts -- until Sunday. 

Lehner was the surprise starter in Game 1 against the Colorado 
Avalanche -- his first appearance since May 10 -- and was shelled 7-1. 
Not that Fleury might have been able to slow down the onslaught by the 
rested Avalanche, who got five goals from their top line, but he did shut 
out Colorado twice this season. 

But rest for Fleury was the reason behind the move. 

"(Fleury) had just played seven games in 14 days and an emotional 
Game 7," Golden Knights coach Peter DeBoer said. "It was a perfect 
opportunity, in our minds, to use our other starter. That’s been a strength 
of ours all year." 

Fleury flourished this season while Lehner was out with a concussion, 
but after his return, the two alternated starts. Together, they won the 
Williams Jennings Trophy for lowest team goals-against average. 

Fleury excelled in the playoffs, and his 1.71 goals-against average and 
.931 save percentage topped his regular-season numbers (1.98, .928). 
Lehner, who also won the Jennings Trophy with the New York Islanders 
in 2018-19, went 2.29, .913 in the regular season. 

DeBoer figured he might have to use Lehner at some point in the 
playoffs, and this was a good time. Even with the blowout loss, the 
Golden Knights trail the series by one game and have two days off to 
make corrections before Game 2 on Wednesday. 

The coach is not second-guessing his decision. 

"The game tonight wasn’t about Robin Lehner," DeBoer said. "We 
obviously didn’t play well in front on him." 

Hurricanes expect goalie to bounce back 

The Tampa Bay Lightning's 2-1 victory against the Carolina Hurricanes 
on Sunday came down to two things. 

Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy was brilliant, and on one shot, 
Hurricanes netminder Alex Nedeljkovic wasn't. 

"There’s no use hiding it. ... It was a bad goal," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said of Barclay Goodrow's go-ahead goal with 7:21 left in 
the third period. "He’s going to admit it. It happens." 

Goodrow beat the goalie short side from a bad angle. 

"The puck had eyes obviously, but good things happen when you shoot 
the puck," Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman said. 

Goodrow said he wasn't even looking to score on the play. 

"I was just looking to get the puck on net to create a rebound for (Yanni 
Gourde) and it just found a way to go in," he said. 

Brind'Amour said Nedeljkovic also made a lot of good saves and predicts 
he'll bounce back in Game 2. 

"We got to score more than one (goal) to win anyway," he said. 

The Hurricanes carried play through a lot of the game, but Vasilevskiy 
finished with 37 saves. He's expected to pick up his second Vezina 
Trophy when awards winners are announced later in the playoffs. 

"He’s the best in the world," Brind'Amour said. "We just got to figure out 
ways to make it harder on him." 

Monday's playoff games 

Montreal at Toronto, 7 p.m. ET, CNBC. Series tied 3-3. 

N.Y. Islanders at Boston, 7:30 p.m. ET, NBCSN. Bruins lead 1-0. 
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