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They Won as N.H.L. Players. They’re Winning in Their Second Acts, Too. 

Rod Brind’Amour, Carolina’s coach, and Joe Sakic, 
Colorado’s general manager, have guided their teams to the 
postseason. Others haven’t been so successful in their post-
playing roles. 

By Andrew Knoll 

Sometimes a team’s top performer remains the fulcrum of 
the franchise even after retirement. 

Such is the case for two men who won championships as 
players and today find themselves vying for the Stanley Cup 
with the same organizations in off-ice roles. 

For Colorado, which opened both the regular season and the 
postseason as title favorites, that pillar is General Manager 
Joe Sakic. In his Hall of Fame career, all with the Avalanche 
and Quebec Nordiques franchise, he led Colorado to Stanley 
Cups in 1996 and 2001, when he was also the regular 
season most valuable player. He’s the career leader for 
overtime goals in the playoffs. 

For Carolina, which won a ruthlessly competitive Central 
Division, their bedrock is Coach Rod Brind’Amour. As a 
player, Brind’Amour powered the Hurricanes to the finals in 
2002 and a championship in 2006 as captain. Brind’Amour is 
one of only three players to win two Selke Trophies as the 
league’s best defensive forward and to score more than 
1,000 career points. 

Not every former player succeeds behind the bench or in the 
front office, but both Sakic and Brind’Amour have turned 
around their organizations in their second acts. Both teams 
are in the second round: The Avalanche swept the St. Louis 
Blues to become the first team to advance this year and are 
playing Vegas, and the Hurricanes beat Nashville in six 
games to set up a series against the defending champion 
Lightning. Carolina lost, 2-0, to Tampa Bay on Tuesday to 
fall behind two games to none in the series. Colorado will try 
to go up 2-0 over Vegas on Wednesday. 

“They didn’t take any game for granted,” said Luc Robitaille, 
a Hall of Famer who played against both and is president of 
one of his former teams, the Los Angeles Kings. “I think 
probably that would be the simplest way to describe them as 
players, and then they take that into their post-playing career 
— well, that means they don’t take any day for granted still.” 

The Avalanche won this year’s President’s Trophy as the top 
team leaguewide, but Sakic’s tenure did not start strong. 

His first three seasons as general manager ended without a 
playoff appearance. In the third, 2016-17, the Avalanche 
posted a meager 48 points, 21 fewer than any other team 
that season and the lowest total since the introduction of the 
shootout. 

The team then went through a protracted drama with Matt 
Duchene, one of its star forwards, and Sakic drew criticism 
as time passed without a resolution. Colorado came out 

ahead in a three-team deal that landed it one top defensive 
prospect and a draft pick it used to select another. 

Colorado has now made the playoffs in each of the past four 
seasons, and has designs on its first Cup in 20 years. 

“I think that patient approach in building when the time is 
right has really helped us,” Jared Bednar, Colorado’s coach 
since the 2016-17 season, said. “It’s helped push us over the 
top over the last few years. I mean, every year we’ve been 
adding guys who’ve been making impacts for us.” 

In Carolina, the team went to the conference finals in 
Brind’Amour’s final full season as captain, 2008-9, and did 
not return to the playoffs until 2018-19, his first season as 
head coach. This is the Hurricanes’ third consecutive 
appearance. 

Apart from the franchise’s first playoff appearance after 
relocating from Hartford, Conn., a first-round loss to Boston 
in 1999, Brind’Amour has been either a prominent player or 
the head coach in every playoff game in Carolina history. 

While the Hurricanes have become known for the ebullience 
of their “storm surge” postgame celebrations, Brind’Amour’s 
intensity has defined the team, said Jeff Daniels, an assistant 
on Brind’Amour’s staff who played with and coached him. 

“He sets the tone everyday, and he did that as a player, the 
way he showed up and worked both on and off the ice, and 
now you see that as a coach,” Daniels said. 

Sakic and Brind’Amour are not alone in this year’s playoffs. 
Cam Neely, the Hall of Fame forward who played most of his 
career with Boston, is team president of the Bruins, who will 
play the Islanders in the second round of this year’s playoffs. 

The Hall of Famer Steve Yzerman is on his second major 
post-playing endeavor. He enjoyed immense success with 
the Tampa Bay Lightning over eight years as general 
manager, but handed the reins to Julien BriseBois before the 
group Yzerman helped form won last year’s Cup. In April 
2019, Yzerman returned as general manager to Detroit, 
where he captained the Red Wings for 19 seasons. 

But not all forays into coaching and management go 
swimmingly for star players. Many of the most successful 
coaches were marginal pros or career minor-leaguers, and 
plenty of the executives who had their names engraved on 
the Stanley Cup only dreamed of hoisting it in their physical 
primes. 

Even Sakic’s idol, the four-time champion and career leading 
scorer Wayne Gretzky, was unable to guide the Phoenix 
Coyotes to a finish higher than 12th in the Western 
Conference in four seasons as coach. 

The Hall of Famer Bryan Trottier also struggled as a coach. 
He had won six Stanley Cups with the Islanders and 
Pittsburgh Penguins as a player and added a seventh as an 
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assistant coach with Colorado, in 2001. But his head 
coaching stint in the 2002-3 season lasted just 54 games, 
bogged down by negative sentiment from not one but two 
franchises. Islanders fans bristled at one of their former stars 
taking a job with the rival Rangers, while Rangers fans were 
consternated by his conservative system. 

“Being the best player doesn’t mean that you have the 
inherent abilities to succeed when you’re not playing,” said 
Neil Glasberg, an agent who represents coaches like 
Pittsburgh’s Mike Sullivan and the former goalie Patrick Roy, 
now a coach and executive. 

Robitaille said that many players retire and think that their 
new occupations within the sport will be a continuation of 
their playing careers. Instead, he suggested that it was 
essential to transport one’s self to a time when status was 
not yet a consideration. 

“If you have all that success as a player and you turn into 
management, you have to be willing to go back to when you 
were a kid, when you were willing to make every sacrifice to 
get better,” Robitaille said. “When you start getting into 
management, it’s not going to be like at the peak of your 
career when you were scoring 50 goals or batting .300. 
You’ve got to go back to what made you great.” 

Brind’Amour’s contract will expire after the season, but he 
has been more concerned with keeping his coaching and 
equipment staffs intact than with his own negotiations. Like 
Sakic in Colorado, Brind’Amour has become inextricable 
from his franchise and his city. 

“It’s my home, so it’s more special to me than just a job, 
certainly,” Brind’Amour said. 
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Down 2-0 to Lightning, Canes’ anemic offense hasn’t earned right to return to PNC Arena  

By Luke DeCock  

Just as Vincent Trocheck went limping off on one skate after 
an accidental collision with teammate Warren Foegele, the 
Carolina Hurricanes are limping down to Florida reeling from 
self-inflicted damage, unsure if they’ll even have the chance 
to return. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning have been good in the first two 
games of this series, goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy most of all, 
but neither unbeatable nor untouchable. The Hurricanes 
have only themselves to blame for falling behind 2-0 in this 
series after Tuesday’s 2-1 loss. 

They at least gave themselves a chance in the final 90 
seconds with a late Andrei Svechnikov goal with Alex 
Nedeljkovic on the bench, but they left it too late and had too 
little to offer. Perhaps that will spark an offense that hasn’t 
yet earned the right to return to PNC Arena. 

Finish or be finished. It’s come to that. 

This isn’t good enough. Top to bottom. Not good enough to 
beat Vasilevskiy. Not good enough to beat another really 
good team. Not good enough by the standard the Hurricanes 
set for themselves during the regular season, and again 
during the first round of the playoffs. 

Asked point-blank if the Hurricanes have made things difficult 
enough on Vasilevskiy, Svechnikov didn’t shy away from the 
truth. 

“Not really,” Svechnikov said. “You know we’re going to do 
that next game. Obviously, we didn’t do that much these two 
games, but we’re going to do that for sure.” 

They’re letting themselves down, piling up shots from the 
perimeter, too often taking the easy way out. And the really 
good chances they have generated, they can’t finish. Martin 
Necas had the game-changing play on his stick, on the 
receiving end of a Sebastian Aho pass on a short-handed 
two-on-one. Necas got Vasilevskiy down and out, but 
steered his backhand wide of the post. 

To their credit, they’re not hiding from it. 

“We’re going to have to go in their building and play the 
same kind of game they played here, not giving us much and 
playing a good road game,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal 
said. “We’ve got to find a way to get a win. As forwards, 
we’ve got to do a better job of getting to the net. We’ve got to 
score more than one goal, plain and simple.” 

At their best, the Hurricanes are a pain in the butt, grinding 
down the opposition, one step ahead. This isn’t it. The 
Hurricanes are making things hard on themselves and easy 
on Vasilevskiy, whose mitt will have a perfectly conditioned 
palm after getting a workout Tuesday. 

Their offense was anemic enough before losing Nino 
Niederreiter and now perhaps Trocheck, who came back out 

for one shift to start the third before departing again. The big 
guns continue to misfire. Teuvo Teravainen missed the net 
twice at point-blank range. They’ve scored twice in two 
games against the Lightning, neither coming with the teams 
at even strength. 

In this long postseason of one-goal games, the Hurricanes 
have left themselves no margin for error.  

Until Tuesday, their losses in these playoffs had been 
defined by momentary mistakes, magnified by the 
Hurricanes’ inability to convert their chances in both series. 
Jake Bean playing the puck instead of the man in Game 3 of 
the Nashville series. Losing track of Luke Kunin off the bench 
in Game 4. Alex Nedeljkovic failing to seal his post on 
Barclay Goodrow’s winner Sunday. 

This one was defined not by one moment like those but by a 
strangely detached performance, long on shots from the 
perimeter, short on shots from dangerous areas, and 
especially short on dangerous shots that actually hit the net. 
The Lightning scored twice on only 15 shots, one a 
speculative long-distance shot through traffic, the other a 
partial breakaway after Brady Skjei misplayed the puck, each 
representing both kinds of finishing -- lucky and clinical -- 
missing from the Hurricanes’ game. 

It’s fine for a coach to argue, as Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour argued afterward, with some justification, that 
there were a lot of positives to the performance. But it’s 
another to take a step back and realize that all of that effort 
isn’t actually getting you anywhere when it matters. 

“The narrative’s going to be you lost two at home, but that’s 
not the picture I’m painting here,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
thought we played damn good, worked extremely hard, the 
breaks went their way. They worked for them. They’re a 
good team. But I’m proud of the group and how hard they’re 
working and sticking to what we do, and I felt like we’re right 
there.” 

The Hurricanes have played from behind in all but one game 
this postseason, so playing from behind in a series shouldn’t 
be an unfamiliar feeling. Fifteen years ago, the Hurricanes 
famously lost the first two games of the first round at home, 
rallied in Montreal, won the next four against the Canadiens 
and never looked back. But those Canadiens were ripe to 
fall; the Lightning will not collapse so easily. 

Tampa Bay has been good in these two games, not great. 
Offense hasn’t come easy for the Lightning, either. Both 
games were sitting there, waiting for someone to take 
control. The Hurricanes certainly had their chances Sunday. 
Tuesday, they let the Lightning win almost by default. 

This isn’t about running into a hot goaltender. Vasilevskiy is 
really good; that’s no secret. But the Hurricanes haven’t done 
enough to force him to prove it. They’re a better team than 
this, more skilled, more determined. They showed that during 
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the regular season. They haven’t proven that so far in this 
series.

 

Hurricanes’ Stanley Cup chances are quickly crumbling after another loss to Lightning  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes’ Stanley Cup chances are quickly 
crumbling. 

The Canes had the Tampa Bay Lightning at home for the 
first two games of their second-round playoff series, having 
won the home-ice advantage as Central Division winners. 
The Canes now have lost both games after a 2-1 defeat 
Tuesday to the Lightning in Game 2 at PNC Arena. 

Tampa Bay took a 1-0 lead in the second period on a deep 
shot by Alex Killorn, and Anthony Cirelli scored with a 
backhander in the third. The Lightning then turned to goalie 
Andrei Vasilevskiy to protect it.  

Vasilevskiy, named a 2021 Vezina Trophy finalist on 
Tuesday, did that although the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov 
scored with 1:30 left in regulation after goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic was pulled for an extra attacker. Vasilevskiy 
finished with 31 saves. 

The Canes continued to jam at the net in the final 90 
seconds but could not tie it. 

The series now shifts to Tampa for the next two games, with 
the Lightning in position to end it with two wins on home ice. 
Game 3 is Thursday at Amalie Arena. 

A concern for the Canes will be the availability of center 
Vincent Trocheck, who appeared to injure his right knee after 
a collision with teammate Warren Foegele late in the second 
period. Trocheck tried to play in the third period but left after 
one shift. 

In a near repeat of Game 1, the two teams spent a scoreless 
first period trying to find some good shots and trying to 
manage the puck, neither with a lot of success. Tampa Bay 
then took a 1-0 lead in the second period, just as it did in 
Game 1. 

Killorn supplied the goal in this game, turning and firing a 60-
foot shot through traffic that Nedeljkovic did not see until it 
was too late. Killorn’s fifth goal of the playoffs came 
unexpectedly, stunning the 16,000 Canes fans -- and the 
Canes. 

Two of the Canes’ best scoring chances of the game came 
shorthanded in the second period. 

Jordan Staal nearly had a breakaway but a good stick play 
by Tampa Bay defenseman Victor Hedman knocked the 
puck away. Later in the period, Sebastian Aho and Martin 
Necas had a two-man rush but Necas was unable to convert 
on a backhander that would have had the arena rumbling. 

Cirelli then made it a 2-0 game with his third goal of the 
playoffs, skating past defenseman Brady Skjei and then 
beating Nedeljkovic, making his eighth straight playoff start. 

The Lightning had just 15 shots in the game but made them 
count. Killorn’s goal in the second period came on Tampa 
Bay’s eighth shot.  

“If you had said to me that we were going to give up 15 and 
20 shots to the Tampa Bay Lightning, I’d probably say, 
‘Really? That’s pretty good,’” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said after the game. “There’s a lot of positives here but 
unfortunately, we’re down 2-0. That’s the negative. We’ll take 
it one game at a time and see where it goes.” 

Second period: Tampa Bay takes lead 

Alex Killorn’s deep shot has found the net and the Lightning 
have taken a 1-0 lead. 

Killorn, with Teuvo Teravainen hounding him, turned and 
fired a shot through traffic from 60 feet, the puck hitting the 
ice at the top of the crease and skipping past Alex 
Nedeljkovic at 7:09 of the second. Steven Stamkos had the 
only assist. 

The Lightning had a power play early in the period and the 
Canes nearly had a shorthanded breakaway. But Victor 
Hedman knocked away Brock McGinn’s flip pass to Jordan 
Staal to thwart it.  

The Canes’ best chance of the game came on a 
shorthanded rush later in the period as Sebastian Aho and 
Martin Necas rushed into the zone, but Necas could not 
convert on the backhander. 

A concern for the Canes was center Vincent Trocheck 
limping off the ice late in the period after an open-ice collision 
with Warren Foegele. Trocheck was taken back for 
treatment, returned for the third period but then returned to 
the locker room after a shift. 

After allowing the Killorn goal, Nedeljkovic made two key 
stops to keep it a 1-0 game, denying Nikita Kucherov off the 
rush in the second period and then Killorn from the slot in the 
third. 

First period: Few shots, no goals 

Good shots and scoring chances were hard to come by in a 
scoreless first period as players on both teams have closed 
down shooting lanes and puck management has been an 
issue at times. 

The Canes, who had the only power play in the period, 
finished with eight shots on net, missed the net seven times 
and had one “high-danger” scoring chance 
(Naturalstattrick.com). Tampa Bay had 6 shots in the first 
and three high-danger chances. 

Tampa’s Barclay Goodrow, who scored on a sharp-angle 
shot to win Game 1, tried it again Tuesday but goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic was ready for it.  

The Canes Andrei Svechnikov and Jordan Staal teamed up 
for a good chance, Svechnikov centering a pass to Staal in 
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front, but defenseman Mikhail Sergachev broke it up with a 
good stick play. 

The Canes had a three-on-one rush into the zone late in the 
period but Martin Necas was offside. Brady Skjei did not hear 
the whistle and got off a shot on Andrei Vasilevskiy that the 
Lightning’s Steven Stamkos took issue with after the play.  

Necas did force the first penalty of the game with a quick 
move into the zone that caused a holding call against Alex 
Killorn. 

Game setup: short checklist 

The Hurricanes have a pretty short checklist Tuesday for 
Game 2 against the Lightning. 

-- Find a way to make Tampa Bay goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy 
more uncomfortable. 

-- Continue to limit the offensive chances of Nikita Kucherov, 
Brayden Point and Steven Stamkos. 

-- Clean up their own play coming through the neutral zone. 

-- Finally, find a way to win the game regardless of what it 
takes. 

Having been beaten 2-1 in Game 1, the Canes should be in 
desperation mode. It’s not an elimination game, but an 0-2 
hole with the next two games in Tampa might make 
Tuesday’s game feel a lot like one. 

“It always comes down to the puck battles, playing in their 
end more than you’re playing in your end,” Brind’Amour said 
Tuesday morning, adding another check-off item. “I think 
that’s where we’ve got to make it tougher, harder on all their 
guys. Take away more time and space, all the generic things 
you talk about. But that’s how you win hockey games.” 

The Canes need to score more goals and find a way to beat 
Vasilevskiy, who on Tuesday was named a finalist for the 
2021 Vezina Trophy. Canes forward Cedric Paquette, who 
played on the Lightning’s Stanley Cup championship team 
last season, was asked how to make the big goalie more 
uneasy in the crease. 

“Good question,” Paquette said. “I think he doesn’t get 
frustrated a lot. Obviously, like with any goalie, it’s traffic in 
front, lots of shots, lots of backdoor plays. But obviously, he’s 
the best goalie for a reason and we need to make him 
uncomfortable.” 

It also would help to have smoother play in the neutral zone 
to set up more offensive looks. Defenseman Brett Pesce said 
Tuesday that Brind’Amour had noted that the Canes had 11 
turnovers in the neutral zone to Tampa Bay’s three in Game 
1. Too many. 

“I feel like every time we got the puck in their end we were 
rumbling around,” Pesce said. “I think that’s our best asset, 
with our forwards getting in on the forecheck and getting on 
their D.” 

The lineup 

Brind’Amour said Tuesday morning there would be no lineup 
changes from Game 1. Alex Nedeljkovic will be the starting 
goalie, Nino Niederreiter will miss another game with an 
upper-body injury and Paquette again will draw into the 
lineup. 

Brind’Amour said Tuesday that he expects a bounce-back 
performance from Nedeljkovic, who allowed a soft goal to 
Tampa Bay’s Barclay Goodrow in the third period that was 
the difference in the 2-1 loss. 

“We all have things that don’t go our way and little mistakes 
here and there,” Brind’Amour said. “What always defines 
who you are is how you respond to that stuff. “ 

The lines at the morning skate had Sebastian Aho centering 
Brock McGinn and Teuvo Teravainen; Vincent Trocheck 
centering Jordan Martinook and Martin Necas; Jordan Staal 
with Andrei Svechnikov and Warren Foegele, and Steven 
Lorentz centering Paquette and Jesper Fast. 

In the power-play drill at the skate, Pesce and defensemen 
Jake Bean continued to work with the second unit with Staal, 
Fast and Svechnikov.
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Hurricanes need to quickly find a hero or get a break against Tampa Bay. Or else.  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes need a hero, badly. 

They need a few good breaks, badly. 

They’ll also need to show their resolve on the road if they 
hope to extend their playoff series with the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. If not, the Canes will have played their last game 
this season at PNC Arena. 

It would be good for the Canes if, say, Steven Lorentz took a 
sharp-angle shot that was just thrown at the net and have the 
puck somehow squeeze through goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy. 
Or if, say, Jesper Fast collected the puck inside the Tampa 
Bay blue line, turned and just let it rip and somehow had it 
find the net. 

The Canes can’t count on that. Coach Rod Brind’Amour 
again said after the 2-1 loss Tuesday in Game 2 that his 
team was “right there” with the 2020 Stanley Cup champions 
but couldn’t get the one bounce needed or the one big, 
game-deciding shot. They’re down 2-0 in the series against a 
very good team but not being overwhelmed, he said. 

“I don’t think we’re getting outmatched one bit,” Brind’Amour 
said. “A play here or there is the difference. There’s a lot of 
positives to draw on moving forward.” 

It’s seemingly similar to the Canes’ second-round playoff 
series in 2019 against the New York Islanders. The Islanders 
lost the first two games on home ice at the Barclays Center 
in New York, both in tight games. Isles coach Barry Trotz 
then was adamant, almost defiant, about his team being able 
to go into PNC Arena and win the next two games, given 
how his team had played.  

We all remember how that ended. The Canes came home 
and won two more games and that was that for the Islanders 
-- the series over in a sweep. 

The Canes not only have lost the first two at home but lost 
two key offensive contributors, winger Nino Niederreiter and 
center Vincent Trocheck. Making it worse is that Niederreiter 
was injured in a practice Saturday, quietly leaving the ice, 
and Trocheck was hurt in the second period of Game 2 when 
he collided with teammate Warren Foegele and appeared to 
injure his right knee. 

“It doesn’t look good,” Brind’Amour said of Trocheck’s injury.  

So as coaches like to say, what now?  

“Our team never gives up,” forward Andrei Svechnikov said. 
“We’re going to try to win the next two games.” 

Maybe Svechnikov can be that hero the Canes need. The 
winger, after an uneven regular season and modest first-
round playoff series against Nashville, is capable of being a 
game-changer. He has the power and the shot and the 
willingness to make a difference. 

It was Svechnikov who finally got a puck past Vasilevskiy on 
Tuesday when the Canes scored with a sixth attacker. 
Sebastian Aho and Jordan Staal worked the puck behind the 
net and Staal centered to Svechnikov, open in front of the 
crease. 

Svechnikov had a game-high six shots Tuesday. While he 
did misplay the puck into a few giveaways, he was looking to 
attack and made a strong power move to the net in the 
second period. 

Svechnikov is capable of going off and scoring in binges. He 
had six goals in the first eight games of the season, looking 
the part of one of the league’s best young dynamic forwards.  

Svechnikov’s scoring touch disappeared much of the regular 
season. For the Canes, it would be an opportune time for it 
to reappear.  

If Svechnikov isn’t the hero the Canes need, Martin Necas 
might be. Or Aho. Or Staal, the captain. But someone needs 
to step up and step it up. 

“We believe in our group,” Staal said after the game.”Those 
games were tight. We’re going to have to go into their 
building and play the same kind of game they played here, 
and that’s not giving up too much and playing a good road 
game. We have to find a way to get a win.” 

The Canes need to find a hero, get a bounce, whatever. If 
the Canes don’t, and quickly, what has been a special 
season will come to an agonizing end. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Tampa Bay Lightning 

Game 3, Stanley Cup playoff series 

Thursday, 8 p.m. Amalie Arena, Tampa. 

TV: USA
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Stanley Cup contender checklist: Which of the NHL’s final eight teams looks the most like 
past champions? 

By Shayna Goldman 

Eight teams are left to contend for the Stanley Cup, but 
which one looks most like a champion? 

Thanks to The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn, there’s a 
blueprint to compare this season’s contenders to. Last year, 
Luszczyszyn created a “Cup Checklist” using the average 
Game Score Value Added by position for the past decade’s 
champions. GSVA is based on game score and uses both 
traditional boxscore statistics and advanced-analytical 
metrics to come up with one number to measure a player’s 
value in terms of wins added. 

This won’t necessarily pinpoint who has the best odds to win 
this year — it doesn’t detail playing style or how these teams 
will match up against their opponents in later rounds. And it’s 
particularly tricky to measure uncertainty in a sport that’s 
played on a slippery sheet of ice at high speeds. Luck and 
chaos are inevitable in hockey. 

It will, however, help break down which teams have the key 
components in the blueprint for a Stanley Cup-winning 
roster. 

According to Luszczyszyn, the contender checklist includes: 

 Elite first-line center that’s among the very best 
players in the world. 

 Elite first-line winger to support the elite centre. 

 Two other top-line wingers on each of the top two 
lines. 

 Top-line centre to play behind the elite center. 

 Two more top-six forwards for depth in the middle 
six. 

 Elite No. 1 defenseman. 

 A second No. 1 defenseman to play behind him. 

 A top-pairing defenseman to help anchor a strong 
second pair with the No. 2. 

 Another top-pairing caliber defender to crush soft 
minutes on the third pair. 

 A top-10 caliber starting goaltender. 

In a copycat league like the NHL, these roster staples from 
champions over the years likely inspired moves from some of 
the current playoff teams, but it’s important to note that most 
champions don’t check off every box, and strengths in 
certain areas can make up for weaknesses in others. Rather 
than just noting one average value for each position, there’s 
a range of one standard deviation on each side. 

So how do the eight teams still in the hunt for the Stanley 
Cup stack up using their GSVA projections? 

(Note: Values shown on each graphic are player projections, 
which use the past three years of data, weighted by recency 
and adjusted for age and are translated to a win value. Some 
actual performances this season rate better or worse than 
expected, which we’ll check in with as well.) 

Boston Bruins 

Boston’s first line is built for success. Bergeron is a bonafide 
top-line center, and he plays between two elite wingers. 
Before the trade deadline, this was a top-heavy team missing 
key components to round out their lineup. Then the Bruins 
sprung Taylor Hall out of Buffalo at a super-low price to form 
a second line within the range for a contending team. 

Boston’s bottom six, though, misses the lower end of the 
criteria in a couple of areas, falling just shy down the middle 
of the third line and on the wings of the fourth. 

On defense, both halves of the top pair exceed the 
guidelines. But championship teams often have another top-
pairing defender to carry the second pair, which the group 
pictured above is missing. Mike Reilly, another deadline 
acquisition, helps give the blue line a boost, and his actual 
performance has exceeded projections; that puts him closer 
to the “ideal” range and helps a blue line that’s had its 
struggles this season. 

While the Bruins’ defensive depth may not be at the highest 
level, their goaltending is above average compared to these 
past championship teams. Tuukka Rask can mask most 
gaps in front of him. 

New York Islanders 

The Leo Komarov–Mathew Barzal–Jordan Eberle trio may 
have had a 60 percent expected goals rate in the regular 
season, but it’s not the leading line of a contender. 

What helps their case is that Barzal and Eberle both 
exceeded their projected values, and their actual 
performances comfortably put them in the ranges for their 
positions. Despite keeping up with his linemates during the 
regular season, the weak link is Komarov. Obviously, he isn’t 
the intended player for that position — it’s Anders Lee’s spot, 
and he would perfectly round out this line to where a 
contending team should be if he were healthy. 

Kyle Palmieri, brought in at the deadline, has played closer 
to third-line minutes than replacing Lee’s, although he’s 
added a scoring touch in the postseason. So while the 
Islanders’ first line is weaker without their captain, their 
bottom nine fits within the standard deviations of their 
positions, with a few pushing closer to the higher end for 
their respective roles (Josh Bailey, Jean-Gabriel Pageau and 
Casey Cizikas, for example). Anthony Beauvillier stepped up 
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his game to propel him into first-line territory. Without Oliver 
Wahlstrom, who is currently day-to-day, there’s a clear drop-
off in value in replacement Travis Zajac (.11 GSVA). 

On defense, the top pairing of Adam Pelech and Ryan 
Pulock meet the standard. Nick Leddy exceeding 
expectations helps check off their second-pair needs, but 
they’re still on the lower end of the range. The third pair, 
though, is lacking. 

On the surface, the Islanders appear to be behind in net, as 
well, with Ilya Sorokin starting most of their playoff games. 
But as Luszczyszyn noted in his preview for this series, his 
model doesn’t fully capture Sorokin’s current value because 
the playoffs aren’t factored into these projections. Semyon 
Varlamov, who was excellent in the regular season, rates 
higher. Either way, given the way Varlamov played 
throughout the regular season and Sorokin in the 
postseason, goaltending isn’t a concern for this team. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

The Lightning have an elite first-line center in Brayden Point, 
an elite winger on his right in Nikita Kucherov and another 
elite winger in Steven Stamkos on Line 2. Every other 
forward at least fits into the range of the average contender 
for their position, with many leaning toward the higher end of 
the spectrum. 

Tampa Bay does have that elite number one defender in 
Victor Hedman, but his game slipped as he played through 
injury late in the season. Before that, he was a three-win 
defenseman; and for their Cup run last year, he was closer to 
4.5, showing how he can elevate his game when it matters 
most (when his body allows it). 

Ryan McDonagh and Mikhail Sergachev lead their respective 
pairs on the left below Hedman. Two righties, on the other 
hand, fall short relative to these guidelines in Jan Rutta and 
David Savard. Savard, after missing Game 1, is day-to-day, 
and his replacement, Luke Schenn, rates even worse (-0.49). 

The Lightning’s lineup is so strong, though, that those “weak 
links” aren’t really a problem. Plus, they have one of the 
league’s best in net with Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Up front, the Hurricanes check off most of the boxes on the 
contender checklist. Sebastian Aho is an underrated, elite 
top-line center. And when fully healthy, most of the Canes’ 
forward depth and defense fits between the standard 
deviations for each position. 

What they’re currently missing is an elite winger; instead, 
they have two high-end top-line forwards in Andrei 
Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen who fall just shy of that 
next tier. What helps make up for that is their second line. 
Each player outperformed his projections handily. Vincent 
Trocheck’s actual value puts him closer to elite territory, 
while Nino Niederreiter and Martin Necas jump from second-
line to first-line to caliber. 

The problem for this series, at least, is that Niederreiter likely 
won’t be available. In Game 1, that meant Jordan Martinook 
moved up to Line 2 and Cedric Paquette drew in on the 
fourth line. Losing just one top-six forward led to numerous 

lineup changes that ultimately pulls the Hurricanes away 
from that contending roster. 

Dougie Hamilton leads the way on the blue line; he’s having 
an outstanding year and is one of the best defensemen in 
the league. With Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce, whose 
actual value bests their projections, Carolina has three top-
pair defenders. The Hurricanes’ third pair is below average, 
but they can manage thanks to their goaltending. Alex 
Nedeljkovic has continued his stellar rookie year with a 
strong postseason performance so far. 

Colorado Avalanche 

We all know how good Colorado is. Few teams boast as 
many elite players as the Avalanche. Nathan MacKinnon is 
one of the best players in the world, and he’s skating in 
between two top wingers in Gabriel Landeskog and Mikko 
Rantanen. 

While they projected to have two elite defensemen and one 
top-pair caliber, Sam Girard had a fantastic season that 
moved him right up the next tier. That’s three Norris-caliber 
defensemen on one team. 

Colorado also has forward depth, which has helped it play 
through injuries all season. And now, that depth has had to 
shift around while Nazem Kadri’s suspended for another five 
games. Jesse Compher’s brother, J.T., who opened the 
playoffs on the fourth line, has pivoted to Kadri’s position in 
his absence. The Avalanche are so dominant and can match 
the average contender in most areas, so they should be able 
to weather the loss of their second-line center. But it does 
slightly lower where they stand relative to championship 
teams for the time being. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

The Golden Knights are missing a key component of most 
contending teams: an elite first-line center. Chandler 
Stephenson’s actual 2020-21 performance puts him closer to 
first-line caliber, but he’s still not giving them the 3.8 wins the 
average champion’s leading pivot is worth. While having an 
elite center is a guideline, Mark Stone is one of the best two-
way players in the league and essentially fills that role from 
the wing. And he isn’t the only elite winger that Stephenson 
skates alongside, as Max Pacioretty returned to the left of 
Line 1 in Game 7 against Minnesota. 

The second line’s value projected to be on the lower end for 
the average contender, but Jonathan Marchessault and 
William Karlsson boosting their actual performances does 
take that trio up a notch. Aside from Alex Tuch, most of their 
bottom-sixers are on the low end of the positional ranges. 
But changes should be anticipated in the next few games 
with Ryan Reaves suspended and Mattias Janmark 
potentially out with injury. 

Alex Pietrangelo didn’t reach the elite tier in his first season 
in Vegas. Shea Theodore, on the other hand, did — his 
actual results were among the best in the league. And Alec 
Martinez helps the Golden Knights’ defensive status, playing 
closer to the elite tier than his projected second-pair value. 

They’re down Brayden McNabb, who is still on the COVID-19 
protocol list, which leaves Vegas without one of its shutdown 
defenders. Nick Holden has stepped up in his absence, and 
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goaltending can help account for that loss. The Golden 
Knights have been able to lean on Marc-Andre Fleury, who 
has been minding the net at a Vezina-caliber all season, 
though he sat to give Robin Lehner a shot between the pipes 
in Game 1. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Many didn’t expect the Jets to even make it to Round 2, let 
alone by means of a Round 1 sweep. There’s reason for that 
skepticism. Not one player on the first line even falls on the 
low end of the ideal range for a contender. 

Nikolaj Ehlers, the Jets’ best player, doesn’t see top-line 
minutes and isn’t on the first power-play unit. Thanks to 
Ehlers, Line 2 meets the championship-checklist criteria. And 
the bottom six slots in too. 

Winnipeg’s biggest weakness is its blue line. Neal Pionk 
rates the highest, and his actual performance exceeded 
projections by 0.86, which just puts him into elite territory. 
But the Jets are missing a second number one defenseman, 
along with another top-pair-level back. It hurts even more 
than Josh Morrissey’s actual performance was below his 
projection, and he wasn’t the only defender to underachieve. 

In Round 1, their defense was greater than the sum of their 
parts. And they had an elite goaltender, Connor Hellebuyck, 
to carry them forward, saving 6.82 goals above expectation 
along the way. His value is far better than the range a 
contending netminder needs to be in. 

Teams can live and die by their goaltending in the playoffs, 
and given the strength of their lineup, the Jets will likely go 
as far as Hellebuyck can take them. 

Montreal Canadiens 

With a dramatic 3-1 comeback against the Maple Leafs, the 
Canadiens finally ended Round 1 on Monday night. And like 
their Round 2 opponent, there’s a reason that many doubted 
Montreal: They have just one player who falls in elite territory 
in Jeff Petry. 

Even though Phillip Danault is one of the better defensive 
centers in the league and Nick Suzuki is becoming a key 
player for Montreal, the Canadiens’ top-six center depth 
lacks compared to championship teams. Brendan Gallagher, 
Tyler Toffoli and Cole Caufield (who started Round 1 as a 
healthy scratch) all give the top six a boost, but none are at 
the elite tier to balance out these lines. 

Shea Weber appears to be playing through injury and can’t 
be at the level of a second number one defenseman that 
most contenders have. Behind him and Petry, most of 
Montreal’s defense grades out closer to third-pair caliber. 
Carey Price also doesn’t rate too highly either after a rough 
season, but he has been their backbone in Round 1. Unlike 
Hellebuyck, though, there are questions as to whether he 
can maintain this level of play deep into the postseason. 

So which contender checks the most boxes? 

With due regard to some categories that could go either way 
depending on interpretation, health and actual-versus-
projected values, here’s where the eight contenders stand 
right now (asterisks note those that could particularly be 
interpreted differently, depending on Sorokin’s postseason 
play, Ehlers’ lineup spot and Stone’s ability to make up for 
lack of top center on his line):
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Hurricanes’ offense needs to ramp up as they head to Tampa down 2-0: Civian’s postgame 
vibe check 

By Sara Civian 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour summed up the Hurricanes’ 
situation after their 2-1, Game 1 loss Sunday to the 
Lightning: “We’ve got to get more than one.” 

The directions are simple, but far from easy against Andrei 
Vasilevskiy and the Lightning. They have not changed after 
Game 2 on Tuesday — another 2-1 loss, another solid effort 
at home wasted. 

The Canes are not necessarily being outplayed depending 
on how you look at it, they’re not doing anything flagrantly 
wrong and there’s no one moment of collapse. Alex 
Nedeljkovic had his one big blunder in Game 1, but he and 
the defense have held the Lightning to four goals and 45 
shots in two games — 15 shots in Game 2, and only four in 
the last period. Meanwhile, Vasilevskiy, a Vezina Trophy 
finalist, has shut down 68 of 70 Canes shots for a .971 save 
percentage this series. 

“The narrative is going to be, ‘Oh you lost two at home,’ but 
that’s not the picture that I’m painting,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
think we played damn good, worked extremely hard, were 
right there and they got a couple of breaks that went their 
way. They worked for them, they’re a great team, but I’m 
proud of our group. How hard they’re working and sticking to 
what we do. I feel like we’re right there.” 

This is not a goals-allowed problem, and it’s not what the 
Canes are doing. The problem is what they can’t seem to do: 
“get more than one,” capitalize on solid plays or at least get 
the first one and leave it at that. The one goal the Canes got 
in Game 2 came from Andrei Svechnikov with 1 minute, 30 
seconds left, which is better than the goose egg they were 
about to lay after too much hard work. 

But the fact that these games are so close is why they’re so 
tough to stomach. It feels like something that is actually in 
reach is slipping away, and you can’t get mad at the 
Lightning because these have been such good, clean 
games. 

“That’s why these are harder losses,” Brind’Amour said. “In 
Game 1, I thought if we weren’t the better team, we were 
close. Certainly had more scoring chances. I don’t know 
what they were tonight, I’ll have to go look, but it felt like a 
very similar game from my standpoint. So what more can 
you do? Yeah, we’re going to try and tweak some things and 
get better here and there and adjust a little bit. But if you had 
said to me that we were going to give up 15 and 20 shots to 
the Tampa Bay Lightning, I’d probably say, ‘Really? That’s 
pretty good.’ There’s a lot of positives here, but 
unfortunately, we’re down 2-0. That’s the negative. We’ll take 
it one game at a time here and see where it goes.” 

Hopefully for the Canes, “one game at a time” converts to at 
least two goals at a time. 

Postgame observations 

• The Hurricanes stuck with Nedeljkovic after his 
aforementioned blunder, and again, he didn’t lose them 
Game 2 — you just aren’t going to outplay the Lightning at 
goalie. Two goals allowed on 15 shots isn’t ideal, but the 
story of the Canes’ evening is really the other side — one 
goal in 32 shots. Should you shake things up and go with 
Petr Mrazek just to do something, anyway? I don’t know. My 
gut says no. On the road, down 2-0 to the defending 
champions, isn’t the best place to make your playoff debut, 
and I’ve liked the way Nedeljkovic has responded to 
adversity. 

• On a positive note, it’s certainly power-kill SZN. The Canes 
killed off both of their penalties, allowed zero shots on one of 
them, won faceoff after faceoff and looked like this short-
handed: 

They were 0-for-2 on their own power play, though, and 
obviously needed to somehow convert on at least one. 

• The Hurricanes are taking a lot of shots (as are many of 
their fans), but they will be the first to tell you they need to 
improve the overall quality to beat Vasilevskiy. 

Jordan Staal: “A lot of our shots were from the outside. They 
did a good job of clogging it up and not giving us much junk 
around the net. As forwards, we have to get in front of this 
guy and get in front of the net and get more guys there when 
the puck is going there. They do a good job of clearing it 
after the first shot, but if we get more guys there, we’re going 
to get a bounce and the puck will start going in for us.” 

Svechnikov: “We all know that (Vasilevskiy) is one of the 
best goalies in the world. It’s hard to score against him, but 
we probably have to put some screens against him and 
shoot more pucks.” 

I’m no scientist, but this is just not the heat map you want to 
see. According to Natural Stat Trick, the Lightning outshot 
the Canes 8-5 in high-danger chances at even strength, 
which isn’t that bad until you remember the Canes outshot 
the Lightning 32-15. 

This is where you miss Nino Niederreiter. And now with 
Vincent Trocheck possibly out (“we’ll know more tomorrow,” 
per Brind’Amour), Staal is basically your last man standing in 
terms of net-front presence. We could see Morgan Geekie 
enter the lineup to add some net-front flare. 

• Maybe we’re all overthinking this and the Canes should just 
try to score the first goal.
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Stymied again, Hurricanes fall in deeper hole with 2-1 loss in Game 2 

After two home losses, Carolina heads to Tampa Bay for 
Games 3 and 4 with its season on the line 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes dropped a second straight 2-1 
decision to the Lightning at PNC Arena, falling into a 2-0 hole 
in the best-of-seven second-round series. Andrei Svechnikov 
scored the lone goal for Carolina. 

The series now shifts to Tampa Bay for Games 3 and 4 on 
Thursday and Saturday, respectively. 

Three Thoughts 

1. The Carolina Hurricanes are down 2-0 in the series after 
dropping consecutive home games to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, leading optimists to conjure the memory of the 
2006 team that lost the first two games in Raleigh to the 
Canadiens before reeling off four straight and eventually 
winning the Stanley Cup. 

In reality, it feels more like the 2019 Eastern Conference 
Final series against the Bruins. In that series, Carolina lost 
the two opening games on the road before bowing out in a 
four-game sweep. Those losses in Boston weren’t close — 
5-2 and 6-2 — but the way the Lightning have stripped the 
identity from the Hurricanes through two games is similar to 
what the Bruins were able to do two years ago. 

It has Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour hoping luck will 
swing Carolina’s way — not an outrageous wish given that 
his team outshot Tampa Bay 70-45 in the first two games but 
managed to lose both in 2-1 decisions. 

“(We) played pretty hard, and, again, we’re playing the best 
team in the world and going toe-to-toe,” Brind’Amour said. 
“That’s what it feels like, for sure. Certainly not getting 
overwhelmed, just didn’t get a break. Past two games we 
were just fighting trying to find that one. Haven’t been able to 
get it.” 

Carolina can point to the numbers and claim they’re victims 
of a string of bad luck or even misfortune, but it’s going to 
take more than favorable bounces to win four of six from the 
defending champions 

2. Another interesting epilogue to Tuesday’s game was 
multiple Hurricanes players talking not of the next game but 
rather winning two in Tampa Bay. 

“We lost this game,” Svechnikov, Carolina’s lone goal scorer 
Tuesday, said. “We’ve gotta focus on the next game, and we 
all know it’s 2-0, but for our team, it’s never give up. We’re 
going to try and win the next two games.” 

Captain Jordan Staal echoed Svechnikov, saying the team 
needed to come back to Raleigh after Game 4 on Saturday 
tied with the Lightning. 

Brind’Amour has been adamant throughout his tenure as 
coach that his team doesn’t look beyond its next day’s work, 
but two of his top players couldn’t help making longer-term 
goals. 

“We’ve gotta get one, but these guys know we aren’t just 
going down there to win one,” Brind’Amour said. “We want to 
win every game we play. Yeah, we’ve gotta get one first. It’s 
obviously going to be tough. It was tough here. The narrative 
is going to be, ‘Oh you lost two at home,’ but that’s not the 
picture that I’m painting. 

“I think we played damn good, worked extremely hard, were 
right there, and they got a couple of breaks that went their 
way. They worked for them, they’re a great team, but I’m 
proud of our group, how hard they’re working and sticking to 
what we do. I feel like we’re right there.” 

3. The hill got steeper to climb for the Hurricanes when 
Vincent Trocheck collided with Warren Foegele late in the 
second period and hopped to the bench and down the tunnel 
to the locker room. Already without Nino Niederreiter, the 
Hurricanes now face being without a second top-nine 
forward. 

“It doesn’t look good,” said Brind’Amour, who added he 
should know more on Wednesday. “I don’t know exactly the 
extent of it at this point, but he obviously couldn’t continue. 
That’s never good. You know he would play if he could. 
That’s another challenge that we’re gonna have to 
overcome.” 

If Trocheck joins Niederreiter in the press box for Game 3, 
the Hurricanes will likely look to Morgan Geekie to fill the 
void and play his first postseason games this year. Geekie 
managed just one assist in eight games during last year’s 
bubble playoffs, registering four shots on goal — hardly 
instant offense. 

But Geekie has shown a knack for getting hot. He had two 
multipoint games this season, including a two-goal game 
March 11 against Nashville. Both those goals were scored 
on the power play, another place where Carolina could use a 
boost with two normal contributors potentially out of the 
lineup. 

The best-case scenario for the Hurricanes is for Trocheck’s 
situation to not be as dire as it appeared. If it is as 
Brind’Amour fears, Carolina will have another hurdle to leap 
over in the series. 
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Number To Know 

0 — Goals at 5-on-5 in the series for the Hurricanes, whose 
loan goal Tuesday came with Alex Nedeljkovic on the bench 
for an extra attacker with Carolina down two goals in the third 
period. The Hurricanes’ only goal in Game 1 was a power 
play goal by defenseman Jake Bean. 

They Said It 

“If you had said to me that we were going to give up 15 and 
20 shots to the Tampa Bay Lightning, I’d probably say, 
‘Really? That’s pretty good.’ There’s a lot of positives here, 
but, unfortunately, we’re down 2-0. That’s the negative. We’ll 
take it one game at a time here and see where it goes.” 

— Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 

Plus 

Andrei Svechnikov, Hurricanes forward — The Carolina 
winger got his second goal of the postseason — and first 
with a goalie in the net — with 90 seconds left in the game. 
Svechnikov got to the front of the net and banged in a Staal 
pass to finally put a dent in Andrei Vasilevskiy (31 saves). 
Svechnikov finished with a game-high six shots on goal and 
now has 34 this postseason. 

Minus 

Brady Skjei, Hurricanes defenseman — The kind of bounce 
the Hurricanes have been looking for went to the Lightning in 
Game 2. A flip into the Carolina zone ended up in Skjei’s feet 
and then directly onto Anthony Cirelli’s stick. The dancing 
puck left Skjei a step behind, and Cirelli’s backhand beat 
Nedeljkovic (13 saves) and proved to be the winning goal.
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Double trouble: Canes fall to Lightning 2-1 in Game 2 

By Joe Giglio 

The Carolina Hurricanes played like a team that hopes their 
goalie won’t make a mistake. The Tampa Bay Lightning 
played like a team that knows their goalie won’t. 

Alex Killorn and Anthony Cirelli each had a goal to give the 
Lightning a 2-1 win over the Canes in Game 2 on Tuesday 
night. The 2020 Stanley Cup champions took both games in 
Raleigh and return home on Thursday with a chance to put 
the Canes away in the second round of the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

The Lightning are 7-0 when they take a 2-0 series lead. 
Twice in its history, since moving to North Carolina in 1997, 
the Canes have come back to win a series after dropping the 
first two games. 

The 2006 Canes, which went on to win the Stanley Cup, lost 
the first two games at home to Montreal before coming back 
to win the first-round series. 

The '06 team wasn't facing a goalie like Tampa Bay's Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, who was named a finalist for the Vezina Trophy 
for the NHL’s top goalie on Tuesday. 

It was another wonky goal from the Lightning, who won 
Game 1 on Barclay Goodrow offering from an odd angle, that 
beat Canes rookie Alex Nedeljkovic for the first goal of the 
game on Tuesday. 

Killorn scored on a seeing-eye shot at 7:09 in the second 
period to give the Lightning a 1-0 lead. Cirelli added the 
dagger at 8:06 in the third period after he out-dueled Brady 
Skjei for a loose puck and then beat Nedeljkovic with a 
backhander. 

The Canes had a 32 to 15 advantage in shots but 
Vasilevskiy was sharp, if not exactly taxed despite the shot 
totals. 

Andrei Svechnikov did finally beat Vasilevskiy with 90 
seconds left in the third period, on a feed from Jordan Staal, 
but Tampa Bay withstood the final swarm from the Canes. 

Before Svechnikov's late goal, the Canes' best chance came 
shorthanded late in the second period when Martin Necas 
got Vasilevskiy out of position on a fake to his backhand but 
missed the shot wide to the left. 

Vasilevskiy also stopped a charge from Svechnikov early in 
the second period. 

In between, the two teams have sped back and forth up and 
and down the ice. The Canes traded all of the after-the-
whistle trash from the Nashville series for the speed of the 
Lightning. 

It makes for entertaining and evenly-matched hockey with 
only those lapses by Nedeljkovic, in his playoff baptism, that 
has been the difference. 

Now Tampa Bay, which was the last team standing in the 
Bubble last summer, is putting itself in position to get the 
team that finished in front of them in the Central Division out 
of the way. 

Game 3 is scheduled for Thursday night in Tampa. The 
Canes will try to solve Vasilevskiy and likely will have to do 
so without injured forward Nino Niederreiter, who missed 
both games of this series, and center Vincent Trocheck, who 
injured his right foot or ankle near the end of the second 
period on Tuesday. 

Second round 

Game 1: Lightning 2, Canes 1 

Game 2: Lightning 2, Canes 1 

Game 3: at Tampa Bay, 8 p.m. 

Game 4: at Tampa Bay, 4 p.m. 

x-Game 5: at Canes, TBA 

x-Game 6: at Tampa Bay, TBA 

x-Game 7: at Canes, TBA 

Note: x-if necessary
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Game 2 Recap: Canes Edged by Lightning Again 

Svechnikov scores late, but Canes find themselves down 2-0 
in Second Round 

By Michael Smith 

Andrei Svechnikov and the Carolina Hurricanes broke 
through against Andrei Vasilevskiy late, but the Tampa Bay 
Lightning again came away with a 2-1 win, putting the Canes 
in a 2-0 series hole. 

"We played pretty hard. You're playing the best team in the 
world and going toe-to-toe. That's what it feels like, that's for 
sure. Certainly not getting overwhelmed," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "Just didn't get a break in two games. 
We're fighting trying to find that one, but we haven't been 
able to get it. I'm proud of the group. They're working so 
hard. We're doing everything we're trying to do. We just 
haven't got that little breakthrough yet." 

The Difference 

Andrei Vasilevskiy was named one of the three finalists for 
the Vezina trophy today, and he again showed why. The big 
Russian netminder made 31 saves on 32 shots in his third 
straight victory. He's turned aside 68 of 70 shots in this 
series (.971 save percentage), and dating back to his shutout 
in Game 6 of the First Round, he's made 97 saves on his last 
99 shots faced (.980 save percentage). 

"He's world-class," Brind'Amour said. "He's clearly dominant. 
You've got to keep shooting pucks. That's just it." 

In an ideal world, the Canes put more pucks on him. In an 
ideal world, the Canes get more traffic in front of him. In an 
ideal world, the Canes get more bodies to the net, hunting for 
those second and third opportunities. 

They did some of that tonight - and Svechnikov's goal scored 
with 90 seconds to play in regulation was a prime example of 
getting to those sweet spots and capitalizing - but for the 
second straight game, Canes weren't able to tally at 5-on-5. 

"I think we're right there, but a lot of our shots were from the 
outside. They did a good job clogging it up and not giving us 
enough junk around the net," Jordan Staal said. "As 
forwards, including myself, we've got to get in front of this 
guy, get around the net and get more guys there when the 
puck is going there. They do a good job of clearing it after 
that first shot, but if we get more guys there, we're going to 
get a bounce, and the puck is going to start going in for us." 

The Big Picture 

The Canes find themselves down 2-0 against the defending 
Stanley Cup champions in a best-of-seven series that now 
shifts to Tampa for the next two games. 

It's certainly not an impossibility to make this a series - the 
Canes are 2-6 all-time when trailing a best-of-seven 
postseason series 2-0 - but it has to start with a bounce and 
a win in hostile territory. 

And, more than one goal in 60 minutes, which might have to 
happen without the offensive stylings of Vincent Trocheck, 
who was helped off to the room after a friendly-fire collision 
with Warren Foegele late in the second period. Trocheck 
returned for a shift in the third period until heading back to 
the locker room after a prolonged conversation on the bench 
with head athletic trainer Doug Bennett. 

"We believe in our group. You look at those games, and 
they're tight," Staal said. "We're going to have to go in that 
building and basically play the same type of game they 
played here. Not giving much and just playing a good road 
game. We've got to find a way to get a win." 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: Andrei Svechnikov gets on the board 

Svechnikov was quick to shrug off the impact his late goal 
might have for his confience - "[It means] nothing. We lost 
this game," he said - but the Canes needed their 
sharpshooter to find the back of the net, the first time he's 
done so since his empty-net tally in Game 1 of the First 
Round. 

The scoring play was an exact illustration of how the Canes' 
offense thrives, too. In on the forecheck. Win a couple battles 
below the goal line. Then, Staal hits Svechnikov parked right 
on the doorstep for the quick-hitting tally. 

Minus: Not scoring first and playing from behind 

Playing from behind in the National Hockey League is tough. 
Playing from behind in the National Hockey League in the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs is even tougher. Playing from behind in 
the National Hockey League in the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
against the defending champions is about as tough as it 
gets. 

Alex Killorn skated into the high slot, turned and fired a shot 
to give the Lightning a 1-0 lead a little more than seven 
minutes into the second period. It was the seventh time in 
eight playoff games that the Canes have been scored on 
first. 

Allowing the first goal is far from a death sentence. After all, 
the Canes won three games in the First Round in which the 
Nashville Predators scored first. But, the odds certainly 
swing more in Canes' favor if they don't have to chase the 
game. Just look at the regular season. The Canes were 25-
4-5 when scoring first and 11-8-3 when the opponent scored 
first. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 2, 2021 

 

And then there's playing with the lead. The Canes last had a 
lead 13 seconds into the third period in Game 4 of the First 
Round, and that lasted for three minutes and two seconds. 
They haven't had a lead since. 

That script has to flip in Tampa for the Canes to have a shot 
at storming back in this series. 

"It's believing in what we're doing as a group," Staal said. "I 
know I do. We've got better. We've got to be a lot better in 
certain situations … and we will be." 

Stats Pack 

15: The Canes limited the Lightning to just 15 shots on goal, 
including just four in the final 20 minutes. 

25: This marked the 50th game in the 2021 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. The home team has won 25 games, and the road 
team has won 25 games. 

Quote of the Night 

"We're not just going down there to win one. We want to win 
every game we play." - Rod Brind'Amour 

Up Next 

The puck drops in Game 3 in Tampa at 8 p.m. on Thursday.
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Trocheck injured in Game 2 for Hurricanes, status uncertain 

'Doesn't look good' for forward, who left during third period of 
loss to Lightning 

By Tracey Myers 

Vincent Trocheck sustained an unspecified injury late in the 
second period of Game 2 of the Stanley Cup Second Round 
on Tuesday, and the Carolina Hurricanes forward's status is 
uncertain for Game 3. 

"It doesn't look good," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said 
after a 2-1 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning at home. 

"I don't know exactly the extent of it at this point, but he 
obviously couldn't continue, so that's never good. He would 
play if he could. That's another challenge we're going to have 
to overcome, but I'll know more tomorrow, hopefully." 

The Lightning lead the best-of-7 series with Game 3 at 
Tampa Bay on Thursday (8 p.m. ET; USA, TVAS, SN). 

Trocheck collided with teammate Warren Foegele with 1:28 
remaining in the second. He put no weight on his right leg as 
he struggled to get to the bench and went to the locker room. 

Trocheck came out to start the third period and played one 
16-second shift before going to the locker room again. 

"Yeah, for sure, we miss him," Carolina forward Andrei 
Svechnikov said. "He's a huge part of our team and we all 
know he can shoot the puck and score goals. So we miss 
him a lot." 

The Hurricanes were already without forward Nino 
Niederreiter, who has missed two games with an upper-body 
injury he sustained at practice Saturday. Brind'Amour said 
Sunday that Niederreiter is "very, very doubtful" for the 
remainder of the series. Carolina has scored two goals in the 
series, none at even strength. 

Trocheck scored 43 points (17 goals, 26 assists) in 47 
regular-season games this season; he was out from March 
10-29 with an upper-body injury, He scored three points (two 
goals, one assist) in eight Stanley Cup Playoff games. 

Niederreiter scored 34 points (20 goals, 14 assists) in 56 
regular-season games and scored one goal in six playoff 
games.
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Vasilevskiy, Lightning defeat Hurricanes in Game 2, extend series lead 

Makes 31 saves, Killorn scores fifth of playoffs for Tampa 
Bay 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Andrei Vasilevskiy made 31 saves, and 
the Tampa Bay Lightning extended their lead in the Stanley 
Cup Second Round with a 2-1 win against the Carolina 
Hurricanes in Game 2 at PNC Arena on Tuesday. 

"I feel like we blocked every shot tonight," Vasilevskiy said. 
"It was just a great effort by our team. It was one of our best 
games so far in these playoffs." 

Alex Killorn and Anthony Cirelli scored for the Lightning, the 
No. 3 seed in the Discover Central Division. 

Andrei Svechnikov scored, and Alex Nedeljkovic made 13 
saves for the Hurricanes, the No. 1 seed. 

"Sometimes tonight we didn't get there, but we had lots of 
good looks, a couple of empty nets we missed," Carolina 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It was a pretty good game, we 
played pretty hard. We're playing the best team in the world, 
going toe to toe. We're not getting overwhelmed. We just 
didn't get a break. We're doing everything we're trying to do. 
We just haven't gotten that little breakthrough yet." 

Tampa Bay won Game 1 on Sunday, 2-1. 

"Guys are on top of each other all over the ice," Lightning 
coach Jon Cooper said. "It's probably why the scores have 
been so low, because guys are trying to play offense and 
trying to do things, but guys are playing defense at a high 
rate of speed. That's why there's no time and space." 

Teams that take a 2-0 lead on the road are 82-20 (.804) 
winning a best-of-7 Stanley Cup Playoffs series, including 2-
0 in the first round this season. 

Game 3 is at Tampa Bay on Thursday. 

Killorn gave the Lightning a 1-0 lead at 7:09 of the second 
period. Anthony Cirelli set a screen in the slot, and Killorn 
scored on a low wrist shot from the point. 

Cirelli made it 2-0 at 8:06 of the third period when he scored 
after Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei whiffed on his 
attempt to play Victor Hedman's stretch pass at the Carolina 
blue line. 

"Once I saw it was stuck in his feet, I just poked at it," Cirelli 
said. "My momentum carried me on the backhand to get a 
little room there, and I was just trying to put one on net." 

With Nedeljkovic pulled for the extra attacker, Svechnikov 
scored from the low slot off a pass from behind the net by 
Jordan Staal to make it 2-1 with 1:30 remaining. 

"I mean, we all know, he's one of the best goalies in the 
world," Svechnikov said of Vasilevskiy. "It's hard to score 
against him. But we probably have to put some skin against 
him and shoot some pucks more and more." 

The Hurricanes outshot the Lightning 70-45 in the first two 
games. 

"I don't think there's going to be a lot of pretty passing-play 
goals in this series," Tampa Bay captain Steven Stamkos 
said. "There's not a lot of room out there offensively on both 
sides with the way that the teams defend, with the way that 
the goaltenders are playing. Even special teams tonight, it 
was more a penalty-kill clinic than a power-play clinic." 

Carolina forward Vincent Trocheck sustained an undisclosed 
injury when he collided with teammate Warren Foegele in the 
Hurricanes zone with a little more than a minute remaining in 
the second period. Trocheck returned for one shift in the third 
before leaving the game. 

"It doesn't look good," Brind'Amour said. "I don't know 
exactly the extent of it at this point, but he obviously couldn't 
continue, so that's never good. He would play if he could. 
That's another challenge we're going to have to overcome, 
but I'll know more tomorrow, hopefully." 

NOTES: Teams that take a 2-0 lead are 334-51 (.867) 
winning a best-of-7 NHL playoff series, including 4-0 in the 
first round. The Lightning are 7-0. ... Vasilevskiy is the third 
goalie in Tampa Bay history to allow one or fewer goals in 
three straight postseason games (Nikolai Khabibulin, 2003; 
Ben Bishop, 2016). … It was Vasilevskiy's 39th NHL playoff 
win, tying Khabibulin for most among Russia-born goalies. … 
Hedman became the seventh defenseman in NHL history 
with at least 10 assists through the first eight games of a 
single postseason. … The Hurricanes have allowed the first 
goal in seven of eight postseason games.
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Lightning defense steps up again in Game 2 win against Hurricanes 

Tampa Bay has not allowed 5-on-5 goal in series, showing 
'championship pedigree' 

By Dan Rosen 

The Tampa Bay Lightning, long known for their offense and 
all-world power play, walked out of PNC Arena in Raleigh, 
North Carolina, Tuesday with a 2-0 lead in the Stanley Cup 
Second Round because of a commitment to defense. 

The Lightning defeated the Carolina Hurricanes 2-1 in Game 
2, the identical score of their Game 1 win on Sunday. They 
have not allowed a 5-on-5 goal in the best-of-7 series. Going 
back to the first round against the Florida Panthers, it's been 
203:05 since they last allowed a 5-on-5 goal. 

"We've got a group that believes in how to play and what you 
need to do to shut a game down," Tampa Bay coach Jon 
Cooper said. "There's a plan in place, but the guys have to 
go out and execute it. They work so [darn] hard and they 
sacrifice.  

"When you have that overall mentality and everybody puts 
the team first, good things and magical things can happen. 
That's what these guys are doing."  

Experience matters, of course. The Lightning know how to 
win these types of games and series because too often in 
the past, before winning the Stanley Cup last season, they 
were on the losing end of them. 

In 2019, they couldn't hold a 3-0 lead in Game 1 of the 
Eastern Conference First Round against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets, losing 4-3 before eventually being swept. 

In 2018, they had a 3-2 series lead against the Washington 
Capitals in the Eastern Conference Final, but lost Games 6 
and 7 by a combined 7-0.  

They similarly blew a 3-2 series lead in the 2016 Conference 
Final against the Pittsburgh Penguins, losing 2-1 in Game 7. 

"There's been the trials and tribulations," Cooper said. 
"We've done it other ways, and it hasn't worked out, but 
when you find the recipe, it's well worth sticking with it, and 
that's what the guys have done." 

The Lightning are not playing a risk-reward game for 
offense.  

In the two games in Raleigh, they were outshot 70-45, 
including 32-15 in Game 2, but they were OK with that 
because they felt they weren't giving the Hurricanes much 
quality with their quantity.  

Tampa Bay also blocked 34 shots, including 16 in Game 2. 

"We did such a good job in front of me in the blue paint," 
goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy said. "It was just a great effort by 
our team. It was one of our best games so far in these 
playoffs." 

Tampa Bay got its offense on Tuesday when forward Alex 
Killorn whipped a shot on net from just inside the blue line, 
beating Alex Nedeljkovic through a screen by Anthony Cirelli 
at 7:09 of the second period. 

Cirelli, a forward, then made it 2-0 at 8:06 of the third period 
when he collected a rare stretch pass from Victor Hedman, 
got past defenseman Brady Skjei and scored with a 
backhand blocker side. 

The stretch pass was rare because the Lightning would 
prefer not to risk it getting picked off in the neutral zone, 
leading to a possible transition opportunity the other way. 

Hedman is one of the best at connecting them, though, so he 
saw the opportunity and went with it. 

Otherwise, there wasn't much in the way of offense for the 
Lightning in Game 2, even from their power play, which was 
0-for-2 with zero shots on net.  

Didn't matter.  

They were 2-for-2 on the penalty kill, including shutting down 
Carolina's power play minutes before Cirelli scored. 

"It was a full team effort tonight," Cirelli said. "Everyone was 
carrying themselves and playing to our standard." 

Tampa Bay's standard changed with its championship run 
last season.  

It used to be run-and-gun and outscore the opposition. That 
didn't work as a solo standard. 

The Lightning can still win those high-scoring games when 
necessary, like they did in a 5-4 victory against the Panthers 
in Game 1 of the first round, but they're clearly comfortable 
going on the road and shutting down a good offensive team, 
one that was second in the NHL on the power play in the 
regular season (25.6 percent), one that scored 22 goals in 
six games in the first round. 

"We have guys who are willing to do whatever it takes," 
captain Steven Stamkos said. "We've seen guys that are 
willing to block a shot with any part of their body. We've seen 
it the last two games with seconds on the clock. That's what 
it takes. That's championship pedigree right there." 
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Hurricanes believe they're 'right there' despite losing first two at home 

Confident they can raise their game, win on road, get back in 
series 

By Tracey Myers 

The Carolina Hurricanes have lost the first two games to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in the best-of-7 Stanley Cup Second 
Round, and now face their first two road games against the 
defending Cup champions. 

But the Hurricanes feel they're close to where they need to 
be to get back in the series. 

"I don't feel we're being outmatched one bit," coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said after a 2-1 loss in Game 2 on Tuesday. 

"The narrative's going to be, 'Oh, you lost two at home,' and 
this and that. That's not the picture, though, that I'm painting 
here. We played [darn] good, we worked extremely hard, we 
were right there. A couple of breaks went their way, they 
worked for them, they're a great team. But I'm proud of the 
group, how hard they're working and sticking to what we do. I 
feel like we're right there." 

Game 3 is at Amalie Arena in Tampa on Thursday (8 p.m. 
ET; USA, SN, TVAS).  

The Hurricanes outshot the Lightning 32-15 in Game 2. They 
cut down on their penalties [two] from Game 1 [three] and 
went 2-for-2 on the penalty kill. They got some traffic around 
Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy, who made 31 saves 
after being named a finalist for the Vezina Trophy as the 
NHL's best goalie earlier in the day.  

When it comes to getting in Vasilevskiy's way, forward 
Jordan Staal said the Hurricanes could still do more. 

"As forwards, we have to do a better job of getting to the net, 
and we have to score more than one goal. It's plain and 
simple," said Staal, who had an assist on Andrei 
Svechnikov's goal with 1:30 remaining in the third period. 

"We believe in our group. I mean, you look at those games, 
they're tight. We're going to have to go in that building and 
basically play the same game they played here, and that's 
not giving them much, and us playing a good road game, 
and we have to find a way to get a win." 

The Hurricanes may have to do that without forward Vincent 
Trocheck, who sustained an unspecified injury when he 
collided with teammate Warren Foegele with 1:28 remaining 
in the second period. Brind'Amour said he hoped to know 
more about Trocheck's status on Wednesday but, "it doesn't 
look good." Trocheck had 43 points (17 goals, 26 assists) in 
47 regular-season games and three points (two goals, one 
assist) in eight Stanley Cup Playoff games. 

Carolina was already without forward Nino Niederreiter, who 
has missed the past two games with an upper-body injury 
sustained at practice Saturday. Brind'Amour said 
Niederreiter, who scored 34 points (20 goals, 14 assists) in 
56 regular-season games and one point, a goal, in six playoff 
games, is "very doubtful" to return in the series. 

The Hurricanes have scored two goals in two games against 
the Lightning, neither of which was at even strength. 
Nevertheless, they believe they're close. 

"Once you're in the game shift by shift, all those little things 
that you've been doing all year long, all your life, you just 
have to stick with it," Staal said. "You've got to believe in 
your group. I know I do. We've got to be a lot better in certain 
situations and with certain things, and we will be. Hopefully 
we're going to turn the tide here."
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Vasilevskiy, Tampa Bay top Carolina 2-1 for 2-0 series lead 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Andrei Vasilevskiy has spent two 
games turning nearly every shot away for the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. A couple more, and the reigning Stanley Cup 
champions could be headed to the next round. 

Alex Killorn and Anthony Cirelli scored while Vasilevskiy 
carried a shutout into the final minutes, helping the Lightning 
beat the Carolina Hurricanes 2-1 on Tuesday night for a 2-0 
lead in their second-round series. 

As in the first round against Florida, the Lightning have 
opened a best-of-seven series with a pair of road wins. This 
time, it comes against the Central Division champion and a 
team that was in the Presidents’ Trophy hunt until the final 
week of the regular season. 

“We’ve been through (road playoff games) before,” Tampa 
Bay coach Jon Cooper said. “And we’ve got a group that 
believes in how to play and what you need to do to shut a 
game down. ... I think when you just have that overall 
mentality and everybody puts the team first, good things and 
magical things can happen. And that’s what these guys are 
doing.” 

Now Tampa Bay heads home for two games, with Game 3 
on Thursday, and a chance to sweep. 

“It was rocking these last two games,” Lightning captain 
Steven Stamkos said of PNC Arena with more than 16,000 
rowdy fans. “To come in here and get both wins was huge. 
We know how hard it is to win this time of the year, period.” 

Vasilevskiy finished with 31 saves after being named one of 
three finalists for the Vezina Trophy presented annually to 
the league’s top goaltender. That came two days after he 
made 37 stops in Game 1, including 15 saves in the opening 
period. 

Both games ended the same way, with Carolina down 2-1 
and spending the final minute with the empty net and extra 
attacker in a desperate tying attempt. 

“It does make you sit an inch taller on the bench when you’ve 
got him back there,” Cooper said of Vasilevskiy. 

Andrei Svechnikov got Carolina on the board with 1:30 left, 
taking a feed from Jordan Staal and finishing from the top of 
the crease. 

Carolina had a 32-15 edge in shots on goal, but it also had 
more than double the giveaways (23-11) while Tampa Bay 
blocked 16 shots. 

“It was a pretty good game, played pretty hard,” Carolina 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “You’re playing the best team 
in the world and we’re going toe-to-toe, that’s how it feels 
like, that’s for sure. Certainly not getting overwhelmed. We 
just didn’t get a break. 

“Two games, we’re just fighting and trying to find that one 
and we haven’t been able to get it.” 

FINDING THE NET 

Killorn got the Lightning on the board 7:09 into the second 
period when he whipped a straightaway shot past Alex 
Nedeljkovic. The goaltender was shielded by teammate 
Jaccob Slavin tussling with Cirelli and didn’t appear to see 
the puck until it was past him in the net. 

Cirelli added to Tampa Bay’s lead by taking Victor Hedman’s 
stretch pass and shaking free from Brady Skjei before 
converting a backhand to make it 2-0 at 8:06 of the third. 

INJURY REPORT 

The Hurricanes took a significant hit in this one when Vincent 
Trocheck was hurt late in the second when the center and 
teammate Warren Foegele banged legs as they skated by 
each other. Trocheck put little to no weight on his right leg as 
he skated to the bench, slamming his stick along the way 
before heading to the locker room.  

He played one short shift in the third but didn’t return. 

“It doesn’t look good,” Brind’Amour said. 

Tampa Bay was without defenseman David Savard for a 
second straight game due to an upper-body injury.  

MISSED CHANCES 

The Hurricanes’ chances included Martin Necas going wide 
of the net on a short-handed 2-on-1 breakaway in the second 
period, with that play ending with Vasilevskiy’s stick out of his 
hand and spinning on the ice as he flailed at the puck. 

“I think we as forwards, including myself, we’ve got to get in 
front of this guy and get around the net and get more guys 
there when the puck’s going there,” Staal said of creating 
traffic around Vasilevskiy. 

DOWN EARLY 

Killorn’s goal marked the seventh time in eight playoff 
games, and sixth in a row, that the Hurricanes have 
surrendered the game’s first goal. The exception was a 
shutout win against Nashville in Game 2 of the first-round 
series.
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Lightning take 2-0 series lead on Hurricanes with Game 2 win 

By Marisa Ingemi  

The Lightning have struck twice. 

Much like in the First Round against the Panthers, the 
Lightning took a 2-0 series lead on opposing ice. This time, 
against the top-seeded divisional foe Hurricanes, with a 2-1, 
tight win in Game 2. 

Thus far, the high-powered Hurricanes have been unable to 
solve Vezina Trophy favorite Andrei Vesilevskiy in the 
opposing net. He finished with 31 saves on the day he was 
nominated for this year’s award. 

Andrei Svechnikov scored the lone Hurricanes goal with 1:30 
left, right after they had pulled their goalie. He took a slick 
pass from captain Jordan Staal behind the net and beat 
Vasilevskiy, but it was far too late. 

Carolina vastly outshot the Lightning, 32-15, including a 13-4 
second frame. It wasn’t enough; the Lightning just took 
advantage of the opportunities they did get on Hurricanes 
goalie Alex Nedeljkovic. The Lightning didn’t get any more 
than six shots in a single period, which came in the first. 

First, Alex Killorn gave the Bolts a lead 7:09 into the second, 
shooting a wrister off his back foot that snuck past 
Nedeljkovic. 

Much like in the second, the Lightning struck quickly in the 
third. This time, it was Anthony Cirelli who notched his third 
goal of the postseason on a backhanded beauty. 
Defenseman Victor Hedman made a terrific stretch pass to 
connect with the forward in front of the net. 

Before Cirelli extended the lead, Martin Necas had a strong 
shorthanded chance for the Hurricanes but couldn’t 
capitalize. The Hurricanes, despite outshooting the Lightning 
the entire contest, didn’t get many better opportunities than 
that. 

Once again, the Hurricanes had plenty of fight in the face of 
adversity, and they fall by the same final score as in Game 1. 
This time, perhaps the score was closer than the game really 
was, with the last minute goal. But, they competed the entire 
contest, in typical Hurricanes fashion. That’s how dangerous 
the Lightning are; an excellent team like the Hurricanes can 
play pretty well, battle to the end, and the Lightning still come 
out of Raleigh with a 2-0 lead without playing their best 
hockey. 

After Svechnikov made it a one-goal contest, the Hurricanes 
kept it in their offensive zone the rest of the contest, 
challenging the Lightning defense and forcing a faceoff with 
eight seconds left. Svechnikov had another chance denied 
by Vasilevskiy before time expired on another Lightning win. 

Carolina never trailed in the First Round. Nashville had come 
back to make it a 2-2 series with its two wins on home ice, 
but the Hurricanes didn’t lost at home at all. Now, they face 
the same predicament the Panthers did; trailing by two, and 
going to the home of the Stanley Cup champions. 

The Hurricanes aren’t the Panthers, but the Lightning are the 
same team that’s handled two of the teams projected to go 
deep into the postseason. Now, the Hurricanes face the 
uphill climb, needing to win at least once in Tampa Bay. 

LIGHTNING VS. HURRICANES (TB leads 2-0) – series 
livestream link 

Game 1: Lightning 2, Hurricanes 1 
Game 2: Lightning 2, Hurricanes 1 
Game 3: Thurs. June 3: Hurricanes at Lightning, 8 p.m. ET 
(USA Network) 
Game 4: Sat. June 5: Hurricanes at Lightning, 4 p.m. ET 
(USA Network) 
*Game 5: Tues. June 8: Lightning at Hurricanes TBD 
*Game 6: Thurs. June 10: Hurricanes at Lightning TBD 
*Game 7: Sat. June 12: Lightning at Hurricanes
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Hurricanes fail to generate enough offense, lose Trocheck, fall behind 2-0 to Lightning 

The Hurricanes failed to generate offense against in game 
two, and now they’re behind eight-ball as the series shifts to 
Tampa Bay. 

By Brett Finger  

On Tuesday night, things went from bad to worse for the 
Carolina Hurricanes, who again failed to get pucks by Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, lost a key forward and got swept out of their 
home-ice advantage against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

It’s now a 2-0 series after Tampa Bay went into PNC Arena 
and won a pair of road games. Now, the series shifts back to 
the home building of the defending Stanley Cup champions 
and things are looking bleak for the 2021 Central Division 
winners. 

The first period was a fast-paced slop-fest for both clubs. 
There were tons of missed passes, dropped sticks and 
grade-A chances that weren’t capitalized on, but that didn’t 
really take away from how fun it was to watch. 

It was a chess match that lacked any sort of real execution. 

The Hurricanes got a number of quality opportunities to 
score, but they were denied by way of errant shots, blocks, 
and broken-up passes by the Lightning. That included a 
centering pass from Andrei Svehcnikov to Jordan Staal that 
was tipped right before Carolina’s captain could get to it. 

The first penalty of the game came at 18:31 of the first period 
by way of an Alex Killorn hold on Martin Necas. 

Carolina failed to capitalize on the man advantage before the 
final horn sounded, despite some very close calls. The 29 
seconds of carryover in the second period didn’t render 
much in the way of offense, and shortly after that, the game 
turned on its head for the Hurricanes. 

Less than two minutes later, Sebastian Aho got whistled for 
slashing Ondrej Palat after a great 2-on-1 chance for Tampa 
that was snubbed out by Dougie Hamilton and Alex 
Nedeljkovic. 

The Canes killed the penalty and looked good doing it, but it 
didn’t take long for the Bolts to get one by Nedeljkovic, even 
if it was an odd shot that just managed to get through. 

Killorn carried the puck into the high slot, flung a long-range 
wrister along the ice through traffic in front, and it wound up 
going by Nedeljkovic’s left pad and right inside the post to 
make it a 1-0 hockey game. 

Tampa’s opening goal marked the sixth consecutive game 
and the seventh out of eight postseason games where the 
Hurricanes failed to score the first goal of a game. You can 
get away with it against the Predators, but it’s a recipe for 
disaster against a team like the Lightning. 

At 16:08, A misplayed puck from Vincent Trocheck led to him 
taking a tripping penalty, which meant the Canes’ penalty kill 
was tested again, and while the result was the same, a 
painful miss was the biggest takeaway from another 
successful kill. 

Aho and Martin Necas entered the zone on a 2-on-1 break. 
Aho found Necas, Necas made a move across the net, 
Vasilevskiy got beat, and Necas shoved the puck wide of a 
totally vacant net. It felt like a massive missed opportunity 
that would almost certainly come back to bite the Hurricanes, 
and it did. 

To make matter worse, just moments after leaving the 
penalty box, Trocheck collided leg-to-leg with Warren 
Foegele just inside the Carolina blue line. Trocheck was slow 
to get up and didn’t put any weight on his right leg as he left 
the ice. He went straight to the Canes dressing room, 
returned for one shift in the third period, got off the ice 
quickly, and then didn’t return. 

Rod Brind’Amour said after the game that it “doesn’t look 
good” for Trocheck moving forward, though no official 
updates were available during the postgame press 
conference. 

An early third-period power play for Carolina gifted them a 
prime opportunity to tie the game. It was a must-score 
situation. Unfortunately, it was their worst-looking man 
advantage of the evening and things continued to spiral from 
there. 

The third period was certainly the Hurricanes’ worst period. 
Their offensive struggles were magnified, the energy got 
zapped out of the building for long stretches, and they 
couldn’t do much to get the momentum rolling in their favor. 

The dagger came from Anthony Cirelli at the 8:06 mark of 
the third period. A long stretch pass from Victor Hedman 
bounced around in the skates of Brady Skjei, the 
defenseman couldn’t corral it, and Cirelli beat him to a 
breakaway chance. He got it by Ned and it was a 2-0 game 
that felt like a 5-0 game. 

The minutes following that goal were very frustrating for the 
Hurricanes. They simply couldn’t generate any offense, and 
Tampa was extremely stingy. They didn’t give the Canes 
much room, and it took a last-ditch effort in the final minutes 
to penetrate the scoreboard. 

With the goalie pulled, the Hurricanes broke Vasilevskiy’s 
shutout with 90 seconds left in the game. Staal found 
Svechnikov in front and Svech managed to get it through 
Tampa’s Vezina nominee and make it a 2-1 game. 
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Carolina called their timeout after the goal, but it was too little 
too late for the Hurricanes, who failed to score on a final 
flurry of chances at 6-on-5 play. 

The final horn sounded and the realization started to set in 
that the Hurricanes had blown their home-ice advantage and 
fallen behind 2-0 to the defending Stanley Cup champions. 

This one hurt. The Hurricanes should have won this game. 
They outshot the Bolts 32-15, practically erased Tampa’s 
stars from the game, and gave up very few chances against, 

but they just couldn't find an answer for Vasilevskiy and 
Tampa’s team defense. 

Now, the series shifts to the Bay. Down 2-0, the Hurricanes 
have to dig deep if they want to push this series back to 
Raleigh. 

They’ve bounced back many times since the start of the 
2021 season, but they’ve yet to face a challenge quite like 
this.

 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Staal, and Svechnikov on game-two loss to the Lightning 

Brind’Amour, Staal, and Svechnikov spoke to the media 
following back-to-back 2-1 losses on home ice to the 
Lightning. 

By Brett Finger and Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes lost Game 2 to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning by a final score of 2-1 Tuesday night at PNC 
Arena. 

The lack of quality offensive production and troubling 
finishing woes in the last two outings have seen the team fall 
quickly into a 2-0 hole as the series will now shift to Tampa 
Bay where the Hurricanes will fight to try and keep their 
Stanley Cup aspirations alive. 

Following the loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, as well as 
captain Jordan Staal and Andrei Svechnikov spoke to the 
media via Zoom. Here’s what they had to say. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On getting to the front of the net: They’re a good team 
obviously. I don’t know. There was sometimes tonight where 
we didn’t get there, but we had lots of good looks. A couple 
of empty nets we blew past. We just looked back at the 
chances quickly. It was a pretty good game. Played pretty 
hard and again, we’re playing the best team in the world and 
going toe to toe. That’s what it feels like for sure. Certainly 
not getting overwhelmed. Just didn’t get a break. Past two 
games we were just fighting trying to find that one. Haven’t 
been able to get it. But I’m proud of the group. They’re 
working so hard and like I said, we’re doing everything we’re 
trying to do, it’s just we haven’t got that little breakthrough 
yet. 

On the next game up mentality: We’ve gotta get one. But 
these guys know we aren’t just going down there to win one. 
We want to win every game we play. Yeah, we’ve gotta get 
one first. It’s obviously going to be tough. It was tough here. 
The narrative is going to be, ‘Oh you lost two at home,’ but 
that’s not the picture that I’m painting. I think we played 
damn good, worked extremely hard, were right there and 
they got a couple of breaks that went their way. They worked 
for them, they’re a great team, but I’m proud of our group. 
How hard they’re working and sticking to what we do. I feel 
like we’re right there. 

On pulling the team up: We’ll have a good little meeting 
tomorrow and pick the pieces up, but again, I don’t feel like 
we’re getting outmatched one bit. A play here or there is the 

difference. Their first goal is kind of a throw at the net that 
goes in. We had plenty of opportunities, especially early. I 
don’t know. Our third period wasn’t probably as great as I 
would like to see it, but I think there’s a lot of positives to 
draw on moving forward. 

On Vincent Trocheck’s status: That’s probably the negative 
of the whole thing. It doesn’t look good. I don’t know exactly 
the extent of it at this point, but he obviously couldn’t 
continue. That’s never good. You know he would play if he 
could. That’s another challenge that we’re gonna have to 
overcome. But I’ll know more tomorrow hopefully. 

On the frustration of not really having an area to blame for 
the loss: That’s why these are harder losses. In Game 1, I 
thought if we weren’t the better team, we were close. 
Certainly had more scoring chances. I don’t know what they 
were tonight, I’ll have to go look, but it felt like a very similar 
game from my standpoint. So what more can you do? Yeah, 
we’re going to try and tweak some things and get better here 
and there and adjust a little bit. But if you had said to me that 
we were going to give up 15 and 20 shots to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, I’d probably say, ‘Really? That’s pretty good.’ 
There’s a lot of positives here, but unfortunately, we’re down 
2-0. That’s the negative. We’ll take it one game at a time 
here and see where it goes. 

On Andrei Vasilevskiy: He’s world class. There’s a reason 
he’s... What is he? Gonna win the Vezina or supposed to? 
He should. He’s clearly dominant. You’ve gotta just keep 
shooting pucks. That’s it. Yeah, you’ve got to try and get in 
front of him, but there were a lot of pucks we fired at him that 
we were in front of him and they were in front of him and 
traffic was everywhere but still he’s able to get to them. 
That’s another piece in their puzzle that makes them elite. 
Just gotta keep trying. 

Jordan Staal 

On what the Hurricanes need to do to beat Vasilevskiy: I 
think we’re right there. A lot of our shots were from the 
outside. They did a good job of clogging it up and not giving 
us much junk around the net. As forwards, we have to get in 
front of this guy and get in front of the net and get more guys 
there when the puck is going there. They do a good job of 
clearing it after the first shot, but if we get more guys there, 
we’re going to get a bounce and the puck will start going in 
for us. 
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On how they can bounce back after two tough losses to start 
the series: We believe in our group. Those games were tight. 
We’re going to have to go in that building and play the same 
kind of game they played here, and that’s not giving them 
much and just playing a good road game. We have to find a 
way to get a win. As forwards, we have to do a better job of 
getting to the net. We gotta score more than one goal, it’s 
plain and simple. We’ll start with that, have a good road trip 
here, and hopefully come back tied. 

On what needs to be done, as a leader, to help the team not 
get down on themselves and not let outside noise impact 
them: You can’t let it run through your mind. You basically 
have to go simpler. The day-to-day. Believe in what we’re 
doing as a group. Once you’re in the game, go shift-by-shift 
and all those little things that you’ve done all year long, and 
all your life. You have to stick with it. You can’t let those 
things creep in you mind. You have to believe in your group - 
and I know I do. We’ve got better, though. We have to be a 
lot better in certain situations and in certain things. We will 
be, and hopefully we can turn the tide here. 

Andrei Svechnikov 

On if something needs to change: We all know that 
[Vasilevskiy] is one of the best goalies in the world. It’s hard 
to score against him, but we probably have to put some 
screens against him and shoot more pucks.  

On if he feels that the team has done enough to disrupt 
Vasilevskiy: Not really, but we’re going to do that next game. 
Obviously we didn’t do that much these last two games, but 
we’ve got to do that more for sure. 

On what the late-goal does for his confidence heading to 
Game 3: Nothing to be honest with you. We lost this game. 
We’ve gotta focus on the next game and we all know it’s 2-0, 
but for our team, it’s never give up. We’re going to try and 
win the next two games. 

On missing Nino Niederreiter: He’s a huge part of our team 
and we all know he can shoot the puck and score goals. We 
miss him a lot.
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Down 2-0 to Lightning, Canes’ anemic offense hasn’t earned right to 
return to PNC Arena 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-Just as Vincent Trocheck went limping off on one skate after 
an accidental collision with teammate Warren Foegele, the Carolina 
Hurricanes are limping down to Florida reeling from self-inflicted damage, 
unsure if they’ll even have the chance to return. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning have been good in the first two games of this 
series, goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy most of all, but neither unbeatable nor 
untouchable. The Hurricanes have only themselves to blame for falling 
behind 2-0 in this series after Tuesday’s 2-1 loss. 

They at least gave themselves a chance in the final 90 seconds with a 
late Andrei Svechnikov goal with Alex Nedeljkovic on the bench, but they 
left it too late and had too little to offer. Perhaps that will spark an offense 
that hasn’t yet earned the right to return to PNC Arena. 

Finish or be finished. It’s come to that. 

This isn’t good enough. Top to bottom. Not good enough to beat 
Vasilevskiy. Not good enough to beat another really good team. Not good 
enough by the standard the Hurricanes set for themselves during the 
regular season, and again during the first round of the playoffs. 

Asked point-blank if the Hurricanes have made things difficult enough on 
Vasilevskiy, Svechnikov didn’t shy away from the truth. 

“Not really,” Svechnikov said. “You know we’re going to do that next 
game. Obviously, we didn’t do that much these two games, but we’re 
going to do that for sure.” 

They’re letting themselves down, piling up shots from the perimeter, too 
often taking the easy way out. And the really good chances they have 
generated, they can’t finish. Martin Necas had the game-changing play 
on his stick, on the receiving end of a Sebastian Aho pass on a short-
handed two-on-one. Necas got Vasilevskiy down and out, but steered his 
backhand wide of the post. 

To their credit, they’re not hiding from it. 

“We’re going to have to go in their building and play the same kind of 
game they played here, not giving us much and playing a good road 
game,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. “We’ve got to find a way to 
get a win. As forwards, we’ve got to do a better job of getting to the net. 
We’ve got to score more than one goal, plain and simple.” 

At their best, the Hurricanes are a pain in the butt, grinding down the 
opposition, one step ahead. This isn’t it. The Hurricanes are making 
things hard on themselves and easy on Vasilevskiy, whose mitt will have 
a perfectly conditioned palm after getting a workout Tuesday. 

Their offense was anemic enough before losing Nino Niederreiter and 
now perhaps Trocheck, who came back out for one shift to start the third 
before departing again. The big guns continue to misfire. Teuvo 
Teravainen missed the net twice at point-blank range. They’ve scored 
twice in two games against the Lightning, neither coming with the teams 
at even strength. 

In this long postseason of one-goal games, the Hurricanes have left 
themselves no margin for error. 

Until Tuesday, their losses in these playoffs had been defined by 
momentary mistakes, magnified by the Hurricanes’ inability to convert 
their chances in both series. Jake Bean playing the puck instead of the 
man in Game 3 of the Nashville series. Losing track of Luke Kunin off the 
bench in Game 4. Alex Nedeljkovic failing to seal his post on Barclay 
Goodrow’s winner Sunday. 

This one was defined not by one moment like those but by a strangely 
detached performance, long on shots from the perimeter, short on shots 
from dangerous areas, and especially short on dangerous shots that 
actually hit the net. The Lightning scored twice on only 15 shots, one a 
speculative long-distance shot through traffic, the other a partial 
breakaway after Brady Skjei misplayed the puck, each representing both 
kinds of finishing -- lucky and clinical -- missing from the Hurricanes’ 
game. 

It’s fine for a coach to argue, as Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
argued afterward, with some justification, that there were a lot of 
positives to the performance. But it’s another to take a step back and 
realize that all of that effort isn’t actually getting you anywhere when it 
matters. 

“The narrative’s going to be you lost two at home, but that’s not the 
picture I’m painting here,” Brind’Amour said. “I thought we played damn 
good, worked extremely hard, the breaks went their way. They worked 
for them. They’re a good team. But I’m proud of the group and how hard 
they’re working and sticking to what we do, and I felt like we’re right 
there.” 

The Hurricanes have played from behind in all but one game this 
postseason, so playing from behind in a series shouldn’t be an unfamiliar 
feeling. Fifteen years ago, the Hurricanes famously lost the first two 
games of the first round at home, rallied in Montreal, won the next four 
against the Canadiens and never looked back. But those Canadiens 
were ripe to fall; the Lightning will not collapse so easily. 

Tampa Bay has been good in these two games, not great. Offense hasn’t 
come easy for the Lightning, either. Both games were sitting there, 
waiting for someone to take control. The Hurricanes certainly had their 
chances Sunday. Tuesday, they let the Lightning win almost by default. 

This isn’t about running into a hot goaltender. Vasilevskiy is really good; 
that’s no secret. But the Hurricanes haven’t done enough to force him to 
prove it. They’re a better team than this, more skilled, more determined. 
They showed that during the regular season. They haven’t proven that so 
far in this series. 
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Hurricanes’ Stanley Cup chances are quickly crumbling after another loss 
to Lightning 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ Stanley Cup chances are quickly crumbling. 

The Canes had the Tampa Bay Lightning at home for the first two games 
of their second-round playoff series, having won the home-ice advantage 
as Central Division winners. The Canes now have lost both games after 
a 2-1 defeat Tuesday to the Lightning in Game 2 at PNC Arena. 

Tampa Bay took a 1-0 lead in the second period on a deep shot by Alex 
Killorn, and Anthony Cirelli scored with a backhander in the third. The 
Lightning then turned to goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy to protect it. 

Vasilevskiy, named a 2021 Vezina Trophy finalist on Tuesday, did that 
although the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov scored with 1:30 left in regulation 
after goalie Alex Nedeljkovic was pulled for an extra attacker. Vasilevskiy 
finished with 31 saves. 

The Canes continued to jam at the net in the final 90 seconds but could 
not tie it. 

The series now shifts to Tampa for the next two games, with the 
Lightning in position to end it with two wins on home ice. Game 3 is 
Thursday at Amalie Arena. 

A concern for the Canes will be the availability of center Vincent 
Trocheck, who appeared to injure his right knee after a collision with 
teammate Warren Foegele late in the second period. Trocheck tried to 
play in the third period but left after one shift. 

In a near repeat of Game 1, the two teams spent a scoreless first period 
trying to find some good shots and trying to manage the puck, neither 
with a lot of success. Tampa Bay then took a 1-0 lead in the second 
period, just as it did in Game 1. 

Killorn supplied the goal in this game, turning and firing a 60-foot shot 
through traffic that Nedeljkovic did not see until it was too late. Killorn’s 
fifth goal of the playoffs came unexpectedly, stunning the 16,000 Canes 
fans -- and the Canes. 

Two of the Canes’ best scoring chances of the game came shorthanded 
in the second period. 

Jordan Staal nearly had a breakaway but a good stick play by Tampa 
Bay defenseman Victor Hedman knocked the puck away. Later in the 
period, Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas had a two-man rush but Necas 
was unable to convert on a backhander that would have had the arena 
rumbling. 

Cirelli then made it a 2-0 game with his third goal of the playoffs, skating 
past defenseman Brady Skjei and then beating Nedeljkovic, making his 
eighth straight playoff start. 

The Lightning had just 15 shots in the game but made them count. 
Killorn’s goal in the second period came on Tampa Bay’s eighth shot. 

“If you had said to me that we were going to give up 15 and 20 shots to 
the Tampa Bay Lightning, I’d probably say, ‘Really? That’s pretty good,’” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the game. “There’s a lot of 
positives here but unfortunately, we’re down 2-0. That’s the negative. 
We’ll take it one game at a time and see where it goes.” 

SECOND PERIOD: TAMPA BAY TAKES LEAD 

Alex Killorn’s deep shot has found the net and the Lightning have taken a 
1-0 lead. 

Killorn, with Teuvo Teravainen hounding him, turned and fired a shot 
through traffic from 60 feet, the puck hitting the ice at the top of the 
crease and skipping past Alex Nedeljkovic at 7:09 of the second. Steven 
Stamkos had the only assist. 

The Lightning had a power play early in the period and the Canes nearly 
had a shorthanded breakaway. But Victor Hedman knocked away Brock 
McGinn’s flip pass to Jordan Staal to thwart it. 

The Canes’ best chance of the game came on a shorthanded rush later 
in the period as Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas rushed into the zone, 
but Necas could not convert on the backhander. 

A concern for the Canes was center Vincent Trocheck limping off the ice 
late in the period after an open-ice collision with Warren Foegele. 
Trocheck was taken back for treatment, returned for the third period but 
then returned to the locker room after a shift. 

After allowing the Killorn goal, Nedeljkovic made two key stops to keep it 
a 1-0 game, denying Nikita Kucherov off the rush in the second period 
and then Killorn from the slot in the third. 

FIRST PERIOD: FEW SHOTS, NO GOALS 

Good shots and scoring chances were hard to come by in a scoreless 
first period as players on both teams have closed down shooting lanes 
and puck management has been an issue at times. 

The Canes, who had the only power play in the period, finished with eight 
shots on net, missed the net seven times and had one “high-danger” 
scoring chance (Naturalstattrick.com). Tampa Bay had 6 shots in the first 
and three high-danger chances. 

Tampa’s Barclay Goodrow, who scored on a sharp-angle shot to win 
Game 1, tried it again Tuesday but goalie Alex Nedeljkovic was ready for 
it. 

The Canes Andrei Svechnikov and Jordan Staal teamed up for a good 
chance, Svechnikov centering a pass to Staal in front, but defenseman 
Mikhail Sergachev broke it up with a good stick play. 

The Canes had a three-on-one rush into the zone late in the period but 
Martin Necas was offside. Brady Skjei did not hear the whistle and got off 
a shot on Andrei Vasilevskiy that the Lightning’s Steven Stamkos took 
issue with after the play. 

Necas did force the first penalty of the game with a quick move into the 
zone that caused a holding call against Alex Killorn. 

GAME SETUP: SHORT CHECKLIST 

The Hurricanes have a pretty short checklist Tuesday for Game 2 against 
the Lightning. 

-- Find a way to make Tampa Bay goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy more 
uncomfortable. 

-- Continue to limit the offensive chances of Nikita Kucherov, Brayden 
Point and Steven Stamkos. 

-- Clean up their own play coming through the neutral zone. 

-- Finally, find a way to win the game regardless of what it takes. 

Having been beaten 2-1 in Game 1, the Canes should be in desperation 
mode. It’s not an elimination game, but an 0-2 hole with the next two 
games in Tampa might make Tuesday’s game feel a lot like one. 

“It always comes down to the puck battles, playing in their end more than 
you’re playing in your end,” Brind’Amour said Tuesday morning, adding 
another check-off item. “I think that’s where we’ve got to make it tougher, 
harder on all their guys. Take away more time and space, all the generic 
things you talk about. But that’s how you win hockey games.” 

The Canes need to score more goals and find a way to beat Vasilevskiy, 
who on Tuesday was named a finalist for the 2021 Vezina Trophy. Canes 
forward Cedric Paquette, who played on the Lightning’s Stanley Cup 
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championship team last season, was asked how to make the big goalie 
more uneasy in the crease. 

“Good question,” Paquette said. “I think he doesn’t get frustrated a lot. 
Obviously, like with any goalie, it’s traffic in front, lots of shots, lots of 
backdoor plays. But obviously, he’s the best goalie for a reason and we 
need to make him uncomfortable.” 

It also would help to have smoother play in the neutral zone to set up 
more offensive looks. Defenseman Brett Pesce said Tuesday that 
Brind’Amour had noted that the Canes had 11 turnovers in the neutral 
zone to Tampa Bay’s three in Game 1. Too many. 

“I feel like every time we got the puck in their end we were rumbling 
around,” Pesce said. “I think that’s our best asset, with our forwards 
getting in on the forecheck and getting on their D.” 

THE LINEUP 

Brind’Amour said Tuesday morning there would be no lineup changes 
from Game 1. Alex Nedeljkovic will be the starting goalie, Nino 
Niederreiter will miss another game with an upper-body injury and 
Paquette again will draw into the lineup. 

Brind’Amour said Tuesday that he expects a bounce-back performance 
from Nedeljkovic, who allowed a soft goal to Tampa Bay’s Barclay 
Goodrow in the third period that was the difference in the 2-1 loss. 

“We all have things that don’t go our way and little mistakes here and 
there,” Brind’Amour said. “What always defines who you are is how you 
respond to that stuff. “ 

The lines at the morning skate had Sebastian Aho centering Brock 
McGinn and Teuvo Teravainen; Vincent Trocheck centering Jordan 
Martinook and Martin Necas; Jordan Staal with Andrei Svechnikov and 
Warren Foegele, and Steven Lorentz centering Paquette and Jesper 
Fast. 

In the power-play drill at the skate, Pesce and defensemen Jake Bean 
continued to work with the second unit with Staal, Fast and Svechnikov. 
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Canes need to be physical on the Lightning, Cedric Paquette says. ‘They 
don’t like it.’ 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

There’s no one in the Carolina Hurricanes dressing room who knows the 
Tampa Bay Lightning better than Cedric Paquette, who was lifting the 
Stanley Cup with that team less than nine months ago. His recipe for 
success in Game 2 on Tuesday: Get physical with the Bolts, because 
“they don’t like it.” 

“Put more pucks deep and go forecheck, spend time in their zone, build 
below the circle, make them work and get them sort of frustrated a little 
bit,” Paquette said Tuesday morning. “Obviously, play physical. We need 
to be physical on them. They don’t like it. They get frustrated.” 

That’s an interesting comment coming from someone who is only a few 
months removed from being a part of that team, and it dovetails with the 
Hurricanes’ post mortem from Game 1. In that 2-1 loss on Sunday, the 
Canes turned the puck over too much in the neutral zone and didn’t get it 
behind the Tampa defense where they could grind the Lightning down in 
their own end. But it’s also a personal challenge: Paquette’s line with 
Steven Lorentz and Warren Foegele is one whose job is specifically to 
make things difficult. 

“It always comes down to puck battles and playing in their end more than 
you play in your end,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “That’s 
where we’ve got to make it tougher, harder on their guys.” 

While the Hurricanes considered changes to their lineup, they planned to 
send the same group out for Game 2 against the Lightning, starting with 
Alex Nedeljkovic in net and with Nino Niederreiter still unavailable. 

For Paquette, that means another shot at his former team, which wasn’t 
what he expected when he started the season with the Ottawa Senators, 
before the Hurricanes acquired him in January for Ryan Dzingel. 
Paquette missed the final six games of the regular season with an injury 
and did not play in the first round against the Nashville Predators. 

“It’s not something I envisioned when I first got traded, but I’m happy to 
be back in the playoffs and compete for the Cup again,” Paquette said. “It 
doesn’t matter who I played for, I want to win the Cup and I want to do it 
with this team this year.” 

FROM CANES DEFENSEMAN BRETT PESCE 

“It’s obviously a big deal, Game 1, the fact that we dropped that one. I 
personally thought we played well enough to win the game.” -- 
Hurricanes defenseman Brett Pesce 

TAMPA CAUGHT OFF GUARD BY CAROLINA’S PENALTY KILLS 

While the Hurricanes gave up a goal to Tampa’s potent power-play 
Sunday, the Lightning still found itself caught off guard by the 
aggressiveness of the Carolina penalty-killers. That was a big focus for 
Tampa Bay at Monday’s practice. The Lightning finished the game 1-for-
3, which is actually down from the 40% clip that unit was connecting in 
the first round. 

“You have to make one play at least to break it up and it’s usually a 
dangerous play into the middle,” Alex Killorn said. “They’re coming so 
hard.” 

The Hurricanes were third in the NHL during the regular season (85.2 
percent), including 19-for-22 against the Lightning, and are 25-for-29 
through the first seven games of the playoffs (86.2 percent, third in the 
NHL). Two of the goals allowed during the first round were five-on-three 
goals. 

“They’re taking the gamble you can’t make plays under pressure. We’re 
saying we can,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “Sometimes that 
works and sometimes it ends up in the net like it did (Sunday) night. The 
thing is, they do it really well. There’s a reason they’re one of top penalty-
kills in the NHL. They’ve got a plan. It’s not run-and-gun and hope the 
other team screws up. They pressure you hard. They know where they’re 
going and when they’re going.” 

While the Hurricanes were no less aggressive up the ice than they 
usually are in Game 1, Pesce said the Lightning poses some unique 
challenges once they get set up in the Carolina end because of their 
ability to shoot quickly (and accurately) from either side. 

“Obviously on those two flanks with Kucherov and Stamkos, you’ve got to 
know where your one-timers are on the ice,” Pesce said. “You’ve got to 
anticipate before the puck gets to those guys.” 

TAILWINDS 

Injured Lightning defensemen David Savard and Erik Cernak both 
participated in Tuesday’s optional morning skate. .... Going into Tuesday, 
the Hurricanes had played five straight one-goal games, four of those 
ending in overtime. That’s tied for the longest stretch in franchise history 
with games 2-6 of the 2006 first-round series against the Montreal 
Canadiens. … Tampa Bay goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy was named a 
Vezina Trophy finalist on Tuesday for the fourth straight year. … The 
Hurricanes allowed the first goal in six of their first seven playoff games. 

LIGHTNING AT HURRICANES 

When: 7:30 p.m., Tuesday 
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Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

WATCH: NBCS 
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Where’s the Hurricanes’ Barclay Goodrow when they need one? 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-Barclay Goodrow has scored bigger goals in his postseason 
career than his game-winner Sunday night, to be sure. It’s tough to beat 
a Game 7 overtime winner, like the one he had in 2019, especially for a 
player who doesn’t typically score many. 

It still felt pretty big to the Carolina Hurricanes, who should probably be 
wondering: Where’s their Barclay Goodrow now that they really need 
one? 

Not the actual Goodrow, although they could have had him if they wanted 
him. He was a non-roster invitee to their 2011 summer development 
camp — so too, that July, was Torey Krug — which makes him one of a 
handful of NHLers to have seen the inside of the Polar Ice House. 

That kind of thing happens all the time. The Hurricanes were one of four 
teams to pass on the undrafted Goodrow before the San Jose Sharks 
finally signed him as a free agent. If anything, Krug was really the one 
who got away. 

But in 18 games against the Hurricanes, Goodrow has scored against the 
Hurricanes at about four times the rate he has against everyone else in 
his NHL career, and just as David Clarkson did in the 2009 playoffs, 
another non-roster temporary Hurricane who scored two postseason 
goals against the Hurricanes, Goodrow is coming back to haunt them. 

Like Clarkson then and Goodrow now, the Hurricanes need, and have 
needed, someone other than their stars to chip in with some offense after 
falling behind 1-0 in their second-round series to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning when Goodrow caught Alex Nedeljkovic moving with a tight-
angle shot in Sunday’s third period. 

Goodrow helped the Lightning win a Stanley Cup last fall, and while he’s 
thought of as a grinder — Lightning coach Jon Cooper called him a Jeep 
on a team full of Ferraris — he has “some undercover skill,” as teammate 
Ryan McDonough put it. 

“He usually doesn’t get his accolades from game-winning goals,” Cooper 
said. “He’s usually the guy stopping game-tying goals from happening. 
You’re really happy for guys who are true team-first players to get the 
opportunity to bask in a little of the limelight, which he deserves.” 

In the past, that’s usually been Brock McGinn for the Hurricanes, scorer 
of a Game 7 overtime winner of his own, and he’s delivered this 
postseason with three goals and an assist, even earning a promotion to 
the Hurricanes’ top line at one point. 

But McGinn can’t stop there, and he certainly can’t do it alone. 

The Hurricanes’ stars essentially fought the Lightning’s stars to a draw 
Sunday night, and it’s reasonable to expect that battle to remain roughly 
even given the talent on both sides. (And if the Hurricanes lose the 
goaltending battle again, all of this is moot anyway.) But this series could 
be decided by the players further down the roster, and in Game 1 that 
edge went to Tampa. 

One bad shift by the fourth line — at the time, Cedric Paquette, Warren 
Foegele and Steven Lorentz — and one failed clear by Jani Hakanpaa 
and home-ice advantage slipped away from the Hurricanes. None of 
those four saw the ice again in the final seven minutes and change. 

While the scoring woes of Niederreiter, Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo 
Teravainen get most of the attention —and deservedly so — the 
Hurricanes have received a total of one goal from Foegele, Paquette, 
Lorentz, Jesper Fast and Jordan Martinook. 

It’s unfair to expect those guys to score — and Martinook in particular 
has been a physical force — it would be a lot cooler if they did, to quote a 
famous Dallas Stars fan. The Hurricanes may yet need a surprise goal 
from one of them, or yet another from McGinn, as they struggle to unlock 
Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

It’s not complicated. The Hurricanes aren’t going to win many games with 
one goal. More scoring has to come from somewhere. 

Rod Brind’Amour, on Monday, was vague about any potential changes, 
but the Hurricanes have to shake something loose. The Lightning got a 
goal from someone and somewhere entirely unpredictable and 
unexpected Sunday. 

The Hurricanes need a wild card of their own. 
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Where’s the Hurricanes’ Barclay Goodrow when they need one? 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-Barclay Goodrow has scored bigger goals in his postseason 
career than his game-winner Sunday night, to be sure. It’s tough to beat 
a Game 7 overtime winner, like the one he had in 2019, especially for a 
player who doesn’t typically score many. 

It still felt pretty big to the Carolina Hurricanes, who should probably be 
wondering: Where’s their Barclay Goodrow now that they really need 
one? 

Not the actual Goodrow, although they could have had him if they wanted 
him. He was a non-roster invitee to their 2011 summer development 
camp — so too, that July, was Torey Krug — which makes him one of a 
handful of NHLers to have seen the inside of the Polar Ice House. 

That kind of thing happens all the time. The Hurricanes were one of four 
teams to pass on the undrafted Goodrow before the San Jose Sharks 
finally signed him as a free agent. If anything, Krug was really the one 
who got away. 

But in 18 games against the Hurricanes, Goodrow has scored against the 
Hurricanes at about four times the rate he has against everyone else in 
his NHL career, and just as David Clarkson did in the 2009 playoffs, 
another non-roster temporary Hurricane who scored two postseason 
goals against the Hurricanes, Goodrow is coming back to haunt them. 

Like Clarkson then and Goodrow now, the Hurricanes need, and have 
needed, someone other than their stars to chip in with some offense after 
falling behind 1-0 in their second-round series to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning when Goodrow caught Alex Nedeljkovic moving with a tight-
angle shot in Sunday’s third period. 

Goodrow helped the Lightning win a Stanley Cup last fall, and while he’s 
thought of as a grinder — Lightning coach Jon Cooper called him a Jeep 
on a team full of Ferraris — he has “some undercover skill,” as teammate 
Ryan McDonough put it. 

“He usually doesn’t get his accolades from game-winning goals,” Cooper 
said. “He’s usually the guy stopping game-tying goals from happening. 
You’re really happy for guys who are true team-first players to get the 
opportunity to bask in a little of the limelight, which he deserves.” 
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In the past, that’s usually been Brock McGinn for the Hurricanes, scorer 
of a Game 7 overtime winner of his own, and he’s delivered this 
postseason with three goals and an assist, even earning a promotion to 
the Hurricanes’ top line at one point. 

But McGinn can’t stop there, and he certainly can’t do it alone. 

The Hurricanes’ stars essentially fought the Lightning’s stars to a draw 
Sunday night, and it’s reasonable to expect that battle to remain roughly 
even given the talent on both sides. (And if the Hurricanes lose the 
goaltending battle again, all of this is moot anyway.) But this series could 
be decided by the players further down the roster, and in Game 1 that 
edge went to Tampa. 

One bad shift by the fourth line — at the time, Cedric Paquette, Warren 
Foegele and Steven Lorentz — and one failed clear by Jani Hakanpaa 
and home-ice advantage slipped away from the Hurricanes. None of 
those four saw the ice again in the final seven minutes and change. 

While the scoring woes of Niederreiter, Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo 
Teravainen get most of the attention —and deservedly so — the 
Hurricanes have received a total of one goal from Foegele, Paquette, 
Lorentz, Jesper Fast and Jordan Martinook. 

It’s unfair to expect those guys to score — and Martinook in particular 
has been a physical force — it would be a lot cooler if they did, to quote a 
famous Dallas Stars fan. The Hurricanes may yet need a surprise goal 
from one of them, or yet another from McGinn, as they struggle to unlock 
Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

It’s not complicated. The Hurricanes aren’t going to win many games with 
one goal. More scoring has to come from somewhere. 

Rod Brind’Amour, on Monday, was vague about any potential changes, 
but the Hurricanes have to shake something loose. The Lightning got a 
goal from someone and somewhere entirely unpredictable and 
unexpected Sunday. 

The Hurricanes need a wild card of their own. 
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The Hurricanes hope to avoid a mental roadblock against the Lightning’s 
‘Big Cat’ 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes can’t allow the “Big Cat” become a big mental 
roadblock in their playoff series with Tampa Bay. 

Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy might be the best there is, anywhere. 
He rarely appears nervous, much less rattled. No. 88 just keeps making 
saves and stay cool, even in the midst of mayhem around the crease. 

Vasilevskiy did that Sunday in Game 1 of the second-round series with 
the Canes, making 37 saves in a 2-1 victory at rollicking PNC Arena. 

“He was in the zone,” Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper said after the game. 
“We really needed him that first period. They were all pumped up, Game 
1, really excited crowd. They fed off that and probably put us a little bit on 
our heels at the beginning. That’s when we really needed him. 

“And then we really needed him on the penalty kills. We can’t be in 
situations where we’re giving them nine, almost 10 minutes of power-play 
time in a 60-minute game. But when we needed him in those two areas, 
he was there for us.” 

The Canes did break through on a power play early in the third on 
defenseman Jake Bean’s shot from the point. With forward Jesper Fast 

lurking around the net, Bean tied the score 1-1 and the arena became 
very loud. But that was the only thing that got through Vasilevskiy in 
Game 1. 

Two years ago, the Canes reached the Eastern Conference finals but 
could not solve Boston Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask. He was too good, too 
sharp, too unflappable, and it became a mental thing for the Canes. That 
could happen again with Vasilevskiy, the 2019 Vezina Trophy winner. 

While the Canes had 38 shots Sunday in Game 1 and 23 scoring 
chances, according to NaturalStatTrick.com, they finished with nine 
“high-danger” chances and three total in the second and third periods. 
They’ll need to do better to make things more uncomfortable for 
Vasilevskiy, called the “Big Cat” by some and simply “Vasi” by others. 

“He never gives up on a puck,” Tampa Bay defenseman Ryan 
McDonagh said after the game. “He stays to his strengths out there, 
never seems to be sliding and flopping around in the crease. We know 
he’s a big backbone back there.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour on Monday likened it to his playing days 
and trying to find ways to beat goalie Dominik Hasek, known as the 
“Dominator.” Hasek, now in the Hockey Hall of Fame, spent 16 years in 
the NHL vexing teams and frustrating players as he did bounce and flop 
around the crease. 

“I remember him basically just dominating,” Brind’Amour said. “But it 
never got in your head. You just keep trying. If you’re getting 
opportunities ... it’s when you don’t get opportunities is when it gets in 
your head. If you’re getting your chances you feel like ‘OK, eventually 
we’ll get something.’ 

“We know he’s good. That’s one of their aces. We’ve got to keep trying. 
Keep pounding the rock and eventually you’ll break it down. That’s the 
mindset we have to have.” 

The Canes must keep in mind that the Florida Panthers did score six 
goals on Vasilevskiy in Game 3 of their first-round series. Vasilevskiy 
answered with a 4-0 shutout in the Game 6 series clincher, but there are 
ways of beating him. 

Carolina had 15 first-period shots Sunday and Martin Necas found the 
post on a short-side look. Center Vincent Trocheck was a 60-minute pest 
with a game-high seven shots. In the final minute of regulation, with a 
sixth attacker, the Canes had three shots on goal and another two 
blocked by defenseman Victor Hedman. 

“We were right there,” Fast said Monday. 

The Canes likely will not have injured forward Nino Niederreiter in this 
series and will miss the 20-goal scorer. But as Fast put it Monday, it’s 
“step-up” time for someone else and the team approach remains the 
same: get pucks deep, keep getting chances. 

“There were times last night when pucks were bouncing around in front 
and some guys had some chances at it,” Canes defenseman Brady Skjei 
said Monday. “So if we keep doing that I think we’ll be just fine.” 
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Hurricanes’ offense needs to ramp up as they head to Tampa down 2-0 

 

By Sara Civian Jun 2, 2021  

 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour summed up the Hurricanes’ situation after their 
2-1, Game 1 loss Sunday to the Lightning: “We’ve got to get more than 
one.” 
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The directions are simple, but far from easy against Andrei Vasilevskiy 
and the Lightning. They have not changed after Game 2 on Tuesday — 
another 2-1 loss, another solid effort at home wasted. 

The Canes are not necessarily being outplayed depending on how you 
look at it, they’re not doing anything flagrantly wrong and there’s no one 
moment of collapse. Alex Nedeljkovic had his one big blunder in Game 1, 
but he and the defense have held the Lightning to four goals and 45 
shots in two games — 15 shots in Game 2, and only four in the last 
period. Meanwhile, Vasilevskiy, a Vezina Trophy finalist, has shut down 
68 of 70 Canes shots for a .971 save percentage this series. 

“The narrative is going to be, ‘Oh you lost two at home,’ but that’s not the 
picture that I’m painting,” Brind’Amour said. “I think we played damn 
good, worked extremely hard, were right there and they got a couple of 
breaks that went their way. They worked for them, they’re a great team, 
but I’m proud of our group. How hard they’re working and sticking to what 
we do. I feel like we’re right there.” 

This is not a goals-allowed problem, and it’s not what the Canes are 
doing. The problem is what they can’t seem to do: “get more than one,” 
capitalize on solid plays or at least get the first one and leave it at that. 
The one goal the Canes got in Game 2 came from Andrei Svechnikov 
with 1 minute, 30 seconds left, which is better than the goose egg they 
were about to lay after too much hard work. 

But the fact that these games are so close is why they’re so tough to 
stomach. It feels like something that is actually in reach is slipping away, 
and you can’t get mad at the Lightning because these have been such 
good, clean games. 

“That’s why these are harder losses,” Brind’Amour said. “In Game 1, I 
thought if we weren’t the better team, we were close. Certainly had more 
scoring chances. I don’t know what they were tonight, I’ll have to go look, 
but it felt like a very similar game from my standpoint. So what more can 
you do? Yeah, we’re going to try and tweak some things and get better 
here and there and adjust a little bit. But if you had said to me that we 
were going to give up 15 and 20 shots to the Tampa Bay Lightning, I’d 
probably say, ‘Really? That’s pretty good.’ There’s a lot of positives here, 
but unfortunately, we’re down 2-0. That’s the negative. We’ll take it one 
game at a time here and see where it goes.” 

Hopefully for the Canes, “one game at a time” converts to at least two 
goals at a time. 

Postgame observations 

• The Hurricanes stuck with Nedeljkovic after his aforementioned blunder, 
and again, he didn’t lose them Game 2 — you just aren’t going to outplay 
the Lightning at goalie. Two goals allowed on 15 shots isn’t ideal, but the 
story of the Canes’ evening is really the other side — one goal in 32 
shots. Should you shake things up and go with Petr Mrazek just to do 
something, anyway? I don’t know. My gut says no. On the road, down 2-
0 to the defending champions, isn’t the best place to make your playoff 
debut, and I’ve liked the way Nedeljkovic has responded to adversity. 

• On a positive note, it’s certainly power-kill SZN. The Canes killed off 
both of their penalties, allowed zero shots on one of them, won faceoff 
after faceoff and looked like this short-handed: 

They were 0-for-2 on their own power play, though, and obviously 
needed to somehow convert on at least one. 

• The Hurricanes are taking a lot of shots (as are many of their fans), but 
they will be the first to tell you they need to improve the overall quality to 
beat Vasilevskiy. 

Jordan Staal: “A lot of our shots were from the outside. They did a good 
job of clogging it up and not giving us much junk around the net. As 
forwards, we have to get in front of this guy and get in front of the net and 
get more guys there when the puck is going there. They do a good job of 
clearing it after the first shot, but if we get more guys there, we’re going 
to get a bounce and the puck will start going in for us.” 

Svechnikov: “We all know that (Vasilevskiy) is one of the best goalies in 
the world. It’s hard to score against him, but we probably have to put 
some screens against him and shoot more pucks. 

“ 

I’m no scientist, but this is just not the heat map you want to see. 
According to Natural Stat Trick, the Lightning outshot the Canes 8-5 in 
high-danger chances at even strength, which isn’t that bad until you 
remember the Canes outshot the Lightning 32-15. 

This is where you miss Nino Niederreiter. And now with Vincent Trocheck 
possibly out (“we’ll know more tomorrow,” per Brind’Amour), Staal is 
basically your last man standing in terms of net-front presence. We could 
see Morgan Geekie enter the lineup to add some net-front flare. 

• Maybe we’re all overthinking this and the Canes should just try to score 
the first goal. 

Vibe check 

FEELS GOOD TO HAVE HOCKEY BACK. LOVE BEING MAD AT 
STUPID SHIT AGAIN, IT’S A PRIVILEGE AND IT FEELS LIKE A LOT 
OF PEOPLE FORGOT THAT REAL FAST. 

— KATE (@INSTANTKATE) JUNE 2, 2021 

THE THING IS, THE CANES ARE CLEARLY A GOOD TEAM. THIS 
SERIES HAS BEEN ALMOST DEAD EVEN, THE DIFFERENCE IS 
LITERALLY TWO GOALS ON REALLY BAD MISTAKES. A GREAT 
TEAM LIKE TAMPA MAKES YOU PAY, AND KNOWS THEY HAVE TO 
MAKE YOU PAY WHEN YOU’RE A GOOD OPPONENT. 

— AL HOOD (@ALBHOOD) JUNE 2, 2021 

IF WE CAN’T GET PLAYERS TO THE FRONT OF THE NET, THIS 
WAS PROBABLY THE GAME AT PNC THIS YEAR. IF TROCHECK IS 
OUT, THOSE ODDS INCREASE TO 90%. VIBE = LOW 

— WILLIAM BENNETT (@WILLIAM83699289) JUNE 2, 2021 

I LOVE THIS TEAM BUT I KNOW THEY'RE CAPABLE OF MORE THAN 
THIS. I WISH I KNEW WHAT THE ANSWER WAS BUT VASILEVSKIY 
IS PLAYING GREAT, BUT THEY AREN'T REALLY MAKING IT TOO 
HARD FOR HIM EITHER. NEED MORE BODIES IN FRONT OF THE 
NET, MAYBE? 

— Y – JIM C. (@TUBAMABA) JUNE 2, 2021 

SAD. 

WE SAW THAT SENSE OF URGENCY FROM THE TEAM, FOR 
ABOUT 2-3 MINUTES. I WISH IT WAS THERE FOR LONGER THAN 
THAT. SVECH MAYBE AT LEAST GOT SOME MOMENTUM? HOPING 
THAT WILL BE A BOOST FOR HIM. 

I JUST LOVE THIS TEAM AND EVERY LOSS STINGS. 

— ALEX   (@REALSFDYNASTY) JUNE 2, 2021 

1 GOAL OUT OF 32 SOG ISN’T GOING TO DO IT AGAINST MOST IN 
THE PLAYOFFS, CERTAINLY NOT TAMPA. 

— Y-KELLY HOOVER (@KELLYHOOVER27) JUNE 2, 2021 

PIC.TWITTER.COM/Z8YXGIPURD 

— MATTHEW (@EPICLOL) JUNE 2, 2021 
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Stanley Cup contender checklist: Which of the NHL’s final eight teams 
looks the most like past champions? 
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By Shayna Goldman Jun 1, 2021  

 

Eight teams are left to contend for the Stanley Cup, but which one looks 
most like a champion? 

Thanks to The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn, there’s a blueprint to 
compare this season’s contenders to. Last year, Luszczyszyn created a 
“Cup Checklist” using the average Game Score Value Added by position 
for the past decade’s champions. GSVA is based on game score and 
uses both traditional boxscore statistics and advanced-analytical metrics 
to come up with one number to measure a player’s value in terms of wins 
added. 

This won’t necessarily pinpoint who has the best odds to win this year — 
it doesn’t detail playing style or how these teams will match up against 
their opponents in later rounds. And it’s particularly tricky to measure 
uncertainty in a sport that’s played on a slippery sheet of ice at high 
speeds. Luck and chaos are inevitable in hockey. 

It will, however, help break down which teams have the key components 
in the blueprint for a Stanley Cup-winning roster. 

According to Luszczyszyn, the contender checklist includes: 

Elite first-line center that’s among the very best players in the world. 

Elite first-line winger to support the elite centre. 

Two other top-line wingers on each of the top two lines. 

Top-line centre to play behind the elite center. 

Two more top-six forwards for depth in the middle six. 

Elite No. 1 defenseman. 

A second No. 1 defenseman to play behind him. 

A top-pairing defenseman to help anchor a strong second pair with the 
No. 2. 

Another top-pairing caliber defender to crush soft minutes on the third 
pair. 

A top-10 caliber starting goaltender. 

In a copycat league like the NHL, these roster staples from champions 
over the years likely inspired moves from some of the current playoff 
teams, but it’s important to note that most champions don’t check off 
every box, and strengths in certain areas can make up for weaknesses in 
others. Rather than just noting one average value for each position, 
there’s a range of one standard deviation on each side. 

Viz by Dom Luszczyszyn 

So how do the eight teams still in the hunt for the Stanley Cup stack up 
using their GSVA projections? 

(Note: Values shown on each graphic are player projections, which use 
the past three years of data, weighted by recency and adjusted for age 
and are translated to a win value. Some actual performances this season 
rate better or worse than expected, which we’ll check in with as well.) 

Boston Bruins 

Boston’s first line is built for success. Bergeron is a bonafide top-line 
center, and he plays between two elite wingers. Before the trade 
deadline, this was a top-heavy team missing key components to round 
out their lineup. Then the Bruins sprung Taylor Hall out of Buffalo at a 
super-low price to form a second line within the range for a contending 
team. 

Boston’s bottom six, though, misses the lower end of the criteria in a 
couple of areas, falling just shy down the middle of the third line and on 
the wings of the fourth. 

On defense, both halves of the top pair exceed the guidelines. But 
championship teams often have another top-pairing defender to carry the 
second pair, which the group pictured above is missing. Mike Reilly, 
another deadline acquisition, helps give the blue line a boost, and his 
actual performance has exceeded projections; that puts him closer to the 
“ideal” range and helps a blue line that’s had its struggles this season. 

While the Bruins’ defensive depth may not be at the highest level, their 
goaltending is above average compared to these past championship 
teams. Tuukka Rask can mask most gaps in front of him. 

New York Islanders 

The Leo Komarov–Mathew Barzal–Jordan Eberle trio may have had a 60 
percent expected goals rate in the regular season, but it’s not the leading 
line of a contender. 

What helps their case is that Barzal and Eberle both exceeded their 
projected values, and their actual performances comfortably put them in 
the ranges for their positions. Despite keeping up with his linemates 
during the regular season, the weak link is Komarov. Obviously, he isn’t 
the intended player for that position — it’s Anders Lee’s spot, and he 
would perfectly round out this line to where a contending team should be 
if he were healthy. 

Kyle Palmieri, brought in at the deadline, has played closer to third-line 
minutes than replacing Lee’s, although he’s added a scoring touch in the 
postseason. So while the Islanders’ first line is weaker without their 
captain, their bottom nine fits within the standard deviations of their 
positions, with a few pushing closer to the higher end for their respective 
roles (Josh Bailey, Jean-Gabriel Pageau and Casey Cizikas, for 
example). Anthony Beauvillier stepped up his game to propel him into 
first-line territory. Without Oliver Wahlstrom, who is currently day-to-day, 
there’s a clear drop-off in value in replacement Travis Zajac (.11 GSVA). 

On defense, the top pairing of Adam Pelech and Ryan Pulock meet the 
standard. Nick Leddy exceeding expectations helps check off their 
second-pair needs, but they’re still on the lower end of the range. The 
third pair, though, is lacking. 

On the surface, the Islanders appear to be behind in net, as well, with 
Ilya Sorokin starting most of their playoff games. But as Luszczyszyn 
noted in his preview for this series, his model doesn’t fully capture 
Sorokin’s current value because the playoffs aren’t factored into these 
projections. Semyon Varlamov, who was excellent in the regular season, 
rates higher. Either way, given the way Varlamov played throughout the 
regular season and Sorokin in the postseason, goaltending isn’t a 
concern for this team. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

The Lightning have an elite first-line center in Brayden Point, an elite 
winger on his right in Nikita Kucherov and another elite winger in Steven 
Stamkos on Line 2. Every other forward at least fits into the range of the 
average contender for their position, with many leaning toward the higher 
end of the spectrum. 

Tampa Bay does have that elite number one defender in Victor Hedman, 
but his game slipped as he played through injury late in the season. 
Before that, he was a three-win defenseman; and for their Cup run last 
year, he was closer to 4.5, showing how he can elevate his game when it 
matters most (when his body allows it). 

Ryan McDonagh and Mikhail Sergachev lead their respective pairs on 
the left below Hedman. Two righties, on the other hand, fall short relative 
to these guidelines in Jan Rutta and David Savard. Savard, after missing 
Game 1, is day-to-day, and his replacement, Luke Schenn, rates even 
worse (-0.49). 

The Lightning’s lineup is so strong, though, that those “weak links” aren’t 
really a problem. Plus, they have one of the league’s best in net with 
Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

Carolina Hurricanes 
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Up front, the Hurricanes check off most of the boxes on the contender 
checklist. Sebastian Aho is an underrated, elite top-line center. And when 
fully healthy, most of the Canes’ forward depth and defense fits between 
the standard deviations for each position. 

What they’re currently missing is an elite winger; instead, they have two 
high-end top-line forwards in Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen 
who fall just shy of that next tier. What helps make up for that is their 
second line. Each player outperformed his projections handily. Vincent 
Trocheck’s actual value puts him closer to elite territory, while Nino 
Niederreiter and Martin Necas jump from second-line to first-line to 
caliber. 

The problem for this series, at least, is that Niederreiter likely won’t be 
available. In Game 1, that meant Jordan Martinook moved up to Line 2 
and Cedric Paquette drew in on the fourth line. Losing just one top-six 
forward led to numerous lineup changes that ultimately pulls the 
Hurricanes away from that contending roster. 

Dougie Hamilton leads the way on the blue line; he’s having an 
outstanding year and is one of the best defensemen in the league. With 
Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce, whose actual value bests their 
projections, Carolina has three top-pair defenders. The Hurricanes’ third 
pair is below average, but they can manage thanks to their goaltending. 
Alex Nedeljkovic has continued his stellar rookie year with a strong 
postseason performance so far. 

Colorado Avalanche 

We all know how good Colorado is. Few teams boast as many elite 
players as the Avalanche. Nathan MacKinnon is one of the best players 
in the world, and he’s skating in between two top wingers in Gabriel 
Landeskog and Mikko Rantanen. 

While they projected to have two elite defensemen and one top-pair 
caliber, Sam Girard had a fantastic season that moved him right up the 
next tier. That’s three Norris-caliber defensemen on one team. 

Colorado also has forward depth, which has helped it play through 
injuries all season. And now, that depth has had to shift around while 
Nazem Kadri’s suspended for another five games. Jesse Compher’s 
brother, J.T., who opened the playoffs on the fourth line, has pivoted to 
Kadri’s position in his absence. The Avalanche are so dominant and can 
match the average contender in most areas, so they should be able to 
weather the loss of their second-line center. But it does slightly lower 
where they stand relative to championship teams for the time being. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

The Golden Knights are missing a key component of most contending 
teams: an elite first-line center. Chandler Stephenson’s actual 2020-21 
performance puts him closer to first-line caliber, but he’s still not giving 
them the 3.8 wins the average champion’s leading pivot is worth. While 
having an elite center is a guideline, Mark Stone is one of the best two-
way players in the league and essentially fills that role from the wing. And 
he isn’t the only elite winger that Stephenson skates alongside, as Max 
Pacioretty returned to the left of Line 1 in Game 7 against Minnesota. 

The second line’s value projected to be on the lower end for the average 
contender, but Jonathan Marchessault and William Karlsson boosting 
their actual performances does take that trio up a notch. Aside from Alex 
Tuch, most of their bottom-sixers are on the low end of the positional 
ranges. But changes should be anticipated in the next few games with 
Ryan Reaves suspended and Mattias Janmark potentially out with injury. 

Alex Pietrangelo didn’t reach the elite tier in his first season in Vegas. 
Shea Theodore, on the other hand, did — his actual results were among 
the best in the league. And Alec Martinez helps the Golden Knights’ 
defensive status, playing closer to the elite tier than his projected second-
pair value. 

They’re down Brayden McNabb, who is still on the COVID-19 protocol 
list, which leaves Vegas without one of its shutdown defenders. Nick 
Holden has stepped up in his absence, and goaltending can help account 

for that loss. The Golden Knights have been able to lean on Marc-Andre 
Fleury, who has been minding the net at a Vezina-caliber all season, 
though he sat to give Robin Lehner a shot between the pipes in Game 1. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Many didn’t expect the Jets to even make it to Round 2, let alone by 
means of a Round 1 sweep. There’s reason for that skepticism. Not one 
player on the first line even falls on the low end of the ideal range for a 
contender. 

Nikolaj Ehlers, the Jets’ best player, doesn’t see top-line minutes and 
isn’t on the first power-play unit. Thanks to Ehlers, Line 2 meets the 
championship-checklist criteria. And the bottom six slots in too. 

Winnipeg’s biggest weakness is its blue line. Neal Pionk rates the 
highest, and his actual performance exceeded projections by 0.86, which 
just puts him into elite territory. But the Jets are missing a second 
number one defenseman, along with another top-pair-level back. It hurts 
even more than Josh Morrissey’s actual performance was below his 
projection, and he wasn’t the only defender to underachieve. 

In Round 1, their defense was greater than the sum of their parts. And 
they had an elite goaltender, Connor Hellebuyck, to carry them forward, 
saving 6.82 goals above expectation along the way. His value is far 
better than the range a contending netminder needs to be in. 

Teams can live and die by their goaltending in the playoffs, and given the 
strength of their lineup, the Jets will likely go as far as Hellebuyck can 
take them. 

Montreal Canadiens 

With a dramatic 3-1 comeback against the Maple Leafs, the Canadiens 
finally ended Round 1 on Monday night. And like their Round 2 opponent, 
there’s a reason that many doubted Montreal: They have just one player 
who falls in elite territory in Jeff Petry. 

Even though Phillip Danault is one of the better defensive centers in the 
league and Nick Suzuki is becoming a key player for Montreal, the 
Canadiens’ top-six center depth lacks compared to championship teams. 
Brendan Gallagher, Tyler Toffoli and Cole Caufield (who started Round 1 
as a healthy scratch) all give the top six a boost, but none are at the elite 
tier to balance out these lines. 

Shea Weber appears to be playing through injury and can’t be at the 
level of a second number one defenseman that most contenders have. 
Behind him and Petry, most of Montreal’s defense grades out closer to 
third-pair caliber. Carey Price also doesn’t rate too highly either after a 
rough season, but he has been their backbone in Round 1. Unlike 
Hellebuyck, though, there are questions as to whether he can maintain 
this level of play deep into the postseason. 

So which contender checks the most boxes? 

With due regard to some categories that could go either way depending 
on interpretation, health and actual-versus-projected values, here’s 
where the eight contenders stand right now (asterisks note those that 
could particularly be interpreted differently, depending on Sorokin’s 
postseason play, Ehlers’ lineup spot and Stone’s ability to make up for 
lack of top center on his line): 
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Lightning win Game 2 over Hurricanes, take control of series 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Earlier today 
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RALEIGH, N.C. — As the regular season was winding down last month, 
and the Lightning were losing leverage for home-ice advantage in the 
playoffs, it didn’t worry anyone inside the Tampa Bay locker room. 

For good reason. The Lightning won the Stanley Cup isolated and 
without fans in the bubble a year ago. So far this postseason, they’ve 
gone into two road arenas and silenced the opposing team’s fans. 

The Lightning took control of their first-round series win over the 
Panthers by taking the opening two games in Sunrise, and after 
Tuesday’s 2-1 win over the Hurricanes at PNC Arena, they’ve done the 
same against the Central Division champions in the second round. 

They fed off the energy of the largest crowds they’ve played in front of 
since the pandemic began — two nights of near-capacity 16,299 raucous 
fans in Raleigh. 

Tampa Bay goes up 2-0 in the series as they return home for game 3. 

“There were a couple points when if we had won (a few) games at the 
end of the season, we would have had home ice against Florida,” said 
Lightning forward Alex Killorn, whose second-period goal broke a 
scoreless tie. “And we weren’t too worried about it in a sense because 
we knew that, regardless of home or away, we’ve had enough 
experience in the playoffs that it wasn’t going to faze us. These crowds 
are great; they’re actually super loud and that energy can work both 
ways. It can get us going, too.” 

Most of their games against Carolina have been tightly-contested — 
seven of the 10 decided by two goals or fewer — and the Hurricanes’ full-
court press style of play doesn’t allow much space for offense. Tuesday, 
the Lightning had just 15 shots on goal, but still found enough offense to 
win. 

“I don’t think, to be honest, there’s going to be a lot of pretty passing-play 
goals in this series,” Lightning forward Steven Stamkos said. “There’s not 
a lot of room out there offensively on both sides with the way that the 
teams defend and the way that the goaltenders are playing. Even special 
teams tonight, it was more of a penalty-kill clinic than a power-play clinic.” 

Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy had his third straight stellar start 
of the postseason. He held the Hurricanes scoreless the final 1:30 of the 
game and finished with 31 saves. He has stopped 68 of the 70 shots he’s 
faced in the two games against Carolina. Going back to the series-
clinching Game 6 over Florida, he has posted a phenomenal .979 save 
percentage. 

The Tampa Bay defense did its part against an aggressive Carolina 
attack. The Hurricanes had 32 shots, but the Lightning interrupted 
passing lanes, prevented screens in front of the net and blocked 16 
shots. 

“It’s a luxury to have him back there,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said of 
Vasilevskiy. “But I look at our team defense tonight. And people will look 
at the shot clock and sit there and say, ‘The Lightning got out shot.’ But 
what we look at is were they quality shots? ... That’s what we wanted to 
do for him. Let him see pucks, clear rebounds, and when we do break 
down, he’s there for us.” 

Killorn’s goal came 7:09 into the second period after some blue-collar 
work on the forecheck by the Lightning’s second line. 

Stamkos fed Killorn in the far corner and Killorn shielded himself from 
Carolina wing Teuvo Teravainen as he circled back toward the blue line, 
then flicked a shot just past Anthony Cirelli and Hurricanes defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin, who shielded goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic from seeing it 
cleanly. 

Cirelli gave the Lightning much-needed insurance, scoring 8:06 into the 
third. Coming off a line change, Victor Hedman’s stretch pass sprung 
Cirelli in the Carolina zone, and with Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei 

on his back, Cirelli scored on a back-handed shot across the crease and 
inside the far post. 

After Andrei Svechnikov scored with 90 seconds left in the third, the 
Lightning fought off the PNC Arena crowd until the final seconds through 
a 6-on-5 that saw some tense moments around the net, including 
Carolina forward Sebastian Aho sending a puck of the far post in front of 
the crease. 

“I just think we know how important it is to win on the road in the playoffs, 
how tough it is first of all, especially in a building like this,” Stamkos said. 
“It was rocking these last two games, so to come in here and get both 
wins was huge. We know how hard it is to win this time of the year, 
period. So to come in here, it’s a huge lift for us. We get to come home in 
front of our fans that are going to be just as rowdy.” 

As the series moves to Tampa for Thursday’s Game 3 at Amalie Arena, 
the Lightning will take a 2-0 lead into a playoff series for the eighth time 
in franchise history. In those previous seven, they never lost a series. 
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Second round: Lightning-Hurricanes Game 2 live updates 

 

By Frank Pastor 

Published Yesterday 

Updated 5 hours ago 

 

Alex Killorn and Anthony Cirelli scored and Andrei Vasilevskiy made 31 
saves as the Lightning beat the Hurricanes 2-1 in Game 2 of their first-
round playoff series Tuesday at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 

Tampa Bay took a 2-0 lead in the best-of-seven series, with the winner 
advancing to the Stanley Cup semifinals, where it will play the Boston 
Bruins or New York Islanders. 

Killorn put a long-range shot past Carolina goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic in 
the second period with Cirelli setting a screen in front. In the third, Cirelli 
scored on a backhander after receiving a stretch pass from Victor 
Hedman to extend the Lightning lead to 2-0. 

With Nedeljkovic pulled in favor of an extra attacker, Andrei Svechnikov 
scored with 1:30 remaining to cut Tampa Bay’s lead to 2-1. 

Lightning defenseman Erik Cernak was back in the lineup after leaving 
Game 1 with an injury late in the second period on Sunday. Fellow 
blueliner David Savard remains out with an upper-body injury. 

Clearly, the second round of the playoffs has a different feel from the first 
for the Lightning. But so far, the results have been largely the same. 

Though they play an up-tempo game like the Panthers, the Hurricanes 
hounded the Lightning in all three zones and forced them to make quick 
decisions with the puck during Game 1 on Sunday. They also refrained 
from the post-whistle shenanigans that were so prevalent during the first 
round series against Florida. 

But in the end, the skill of Tampa Bay’s power play and the tenacity of its 
third line proved too much for Carolina, as the Lightning won 2-1 to take 
a one-game lead in the best-of-seven series. 

The teams will be back at it tonight for Game 2 at PNC Arena in Raleigh, 
N.C. 

The Lightning had to play the entire third period of Game 1 without 
injured defensemen David Savard and Erik Cernak, but Victor Hedman 
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and Ryan McDonagh each played more than 25 minutes, and Vezina 
Trophy finalist Andrei Vasilevskiy was outstanding in net with 37 saves. 

Both Savard and Cernak were on the ice for Tuesday’s morning skate, 
but only Cernak will return to the lineup tonight. Savard, who is managing 
an upper-body injury, could be ready as soon as Game 3, head coach 
Jon Cooper said. 
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Lightning’s Erik Cernak returns for Game 2, David Savard remains out 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Lightning will get top right-shot defenseman Erik 
Cernak back for Game 2 of their second-round playoff series against the 
Hurricanes tonight at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 

But defenseman David Savard will miss his second straight game with an 
upper-body injury. 

Both players participated in today’s optional morning skate. 

Cernak left Game 1 late in the second period after being sandwiched 
between two Hurricanes players against the end boards and didn’t return 
or practice Monday. 

Savard played in all six games of the Lightning’s six-game first-round 
series win over Florida, averaging 15:40 of ice time. 

Lightning head coach Jon Cooper said Savard has been managing an 
injury — before Game 1, he last missed action on April 27 against 
Chicago — and could return as early as Thursday’s Game 3 in Tampa. 

 

Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 06.02.2021 

1189098 Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

As NHL playoffs progress, arenas filling up, atmosphere returning to 
normal 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Earlier today 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Hurricanes boast of having one of the loudest 
home environments in hockey. At PNC Arena, they measure the noise 
from a decibel reader at the press box level, and it reached 115.8 
decibels during Carolina’s first-round playoff series win against the 
Capitals two seasons ago. Down on the ice, it’s supposedly eight to 10 
points higher. 

As they began their second-round playoff series against the Lightning on 
Sunday, the Hurricanes opened their arena to its largest crowd since the 
coronavirus pandemic began in March 2020. The 16,299 that filled PNC 

Arena moved that decibel reader up to nearly 107, creating the loudest 
atmosphere in the NHL in more than a year. 

“You kind of relish in it a little bit, whether you’re at home or on the road, 
and you just understand how much fans love the game and that you’re a 
part of the entertainment value here,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. 
“They are part of the game. It’s an amazing environment. So to have 
them back (like that), it is a little different.” 

Before this season, the NHL’s dream scenario was getting arenas to full 
capacity by the beginning of next season in October. Only three teams 
opened the season with fans in the stands: the Panthers, Stars and 
Coyotes. But vaccination rollouts in the United States have allowed 
teams to fill their buildings and the league to lift coronavirus restrictions 
on players, staff members and fans. 

The Hurricanes ended the season hosting 5,000 fans, then increased 
that number to 12,000 for their first-round series against the Predators 
before raising capacity to its current 87 percent. Carolina president and 
general manager Don Waddell said he can see the Hurricanes getting to 
full capacity before the season is over. 

“We’ve already started looking at measures that can possibly increase it,” 
Waddell said. “If we can do it, we’re going to do it, because having this 
building full is very exciting for not only the fans but also the players.” 

The Golden Knights planned to be at full capacity at T-Mobile Arena 
when they host their first second-round home game against the 
Avalanche on Friday, filling the venue to about 18,000 fans, up from 
12,156 in the first round. 

Even in Canada, where the vaccine rollout has been much slower than in 
the United States, last week was the first time fans returned to an arena 
when about 2,500 attended the Canadiens’ Game 6 win over the Maple 
Leafs on Saturday at Montreal’s Bell Centre. About 550 fully vaccinated 
health care workers attended Game 7 in Toronto on Monday. And 
Tuesday, the Jets said they would have up to 500 fully vaccinated health 
care workers for the first two games of their second-round game against 
the Canadiens. 

The Lightning have announced they will increase capacity at Amalie 
Arena to 13,500, roughly 71 percent of capacity, for their second-round 
playoff games starting with Thursday’s Game 3. The team met all the 
health and safety standards to seat up to 11,000 in the first round against 
the Panthers, and attendance grew gradually from Tampa Bay’s first 
home postseason game (9,508) to its second (9,762 ) to its third 
(10,092). 

Players and staff members have also benefited from relaxed protocols. 
When the season began, members of travel parties were limited to 
hotels, arenas and practice facilities. At home, players were spaced out 
in locker rooms, were forced to have team meetings remotely and were 
limited on when they could arrive at the arena. 

Now, teams that are considered fully vaccinated — they have at least 85 
percent of required personnel fully vaccinated — have been able to 
regain some normalcy. The Lightning are considered fully vaccinated. 

“Is it different than it was four months ago? There’s no question it’s 
different,” Cooper said. “But I think what had been taken away from us or 
what had been changed was so drastic that not even becoming close to 
normal is like, it’s just exciting to be a part of it and we’re not even there 
yet.” 

For fans, the league announced last week that it was lifting the league-
mandated mask-wearing policy in arenas, though teams can retain their 
own rules on wearing face coverings. The Lightning hadn’t announced 
whether they planned on keeping their mask policy, which requires all 
fans in the building to wear masks unless they are actively eating or 
drinking. 

Outside NHL arenas, teams have shuttled in large HVAC system 
machinery to provide the necessary upgrades to meet the airflow 
standards set by the league. In Carolina, the team brought in a 500-ton 
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chiller to pump in an additional cubic feet of air per minute to meet those 
requirements. The cost to rent and run the chiller is $200,000. 

That’s a huge price tag, and the Hurricanes received help from the 
Centennial Authority, the state-run body that owns PNC Arena. But for 
teams like Carolina, it’s necessary. 

“Every dollar we take in is … one dollar we didn’t have yesterday, so this 
is big for us,” Waddell said. “In a normal year, there’s not as much money 
in the playoffs as people think because of the cost of league dues, travel, 
all that. Where you benefit from the playoffs … (is having) a run in the 
playoffs, get people excited about it, then get them as season ticket 
members the following year.” 
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Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy a Vezina Trophy finalist 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — For the fourth straight season, the Lightning’s Andrei 
Vasilevskiy is a finalist for the Vezina Trophy, awarded each season to 
the league’s top goaltender. 

The other finalists are Vegas’ Marc-Andre Fleury and Colorado’s Philipp 
Grubauer. 

Vasilevskiy won the Vezina in 2018-19 and finished third in voting in 
2017-18 and 2019-20. The winner is selected by a vote of league general 
managers. 

Vasilevskiy, 26, was arguably the Lightning’s most valuable player this 
season, setting career bests in goals against average (2.21) and save 
percentage (.925) 

He became the first goaltender since Martin Brodeur to lead the league in 
wins for a fourth straight season, going 31-10-1 with five shutouts. He’s 
also the first goalie since Brodeur to be a Vezina finalist for at least four 
straight years. 

“He’s obviously the backbone of our team and the MVP on most nights,” 
Lightning defenseman Luke Schenn said. “He’s unbelievable and right in 
his prime and he’s only going to continue to grow as a goalie.” 

Vasilevskiy’s season included a franchise-record 12-game winning streak 
from Feb. 22 to March 23, the seventh longest win streak by a goalie in 
NHL history. He posted three shutouts over that stretch, had a .938 save 
percentage and 1.64 goals against average. 

The Vezina Trophy winner, as well as the other NHL awards, will be 
announced throughout the Stanley Cup semifinals and finals rounds. 
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Lightning would face familiar foe in Stanley Cup semifinal round 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — This season’s restructured playoff format, which 
reseeded teams in the Stanley Cup semifinal round, created plenty of 
uncertainty regarding who teams will face. 

But after several first-round upsets, the matchups are becoming more 
clear. 

If the Lightning emerge from their second-round Central Division 
matchup with the Carolina Hurricanes, they will face a familiar foe in the 
Cup semis. 

Instead of a traditionally seeded bracket format, the final four teams will 
be reseeded based on regular season points. 

Because of that, the winner of the Lightning-Hurricanes series will be 
locked into the No. 2 seed, and therefore face the winner of the East 
Division series between the New York Islanders and the Boston Bruins. 

The Lightning beat both of those teams on their way to last year’s 
Stanley Cup title in the bubble, defeating the Bruins in the second round 
in five games and dispatching the Islanders in the Eastern Conference 
finals in six games. Tampa Bay then went on to beat the Dallas Stars in 
six games to win the Stanley Cup. 

Because this year’s division realignment scheduled only division 
opponents in the regular season, the Lightning haven’t played the Bruins 
or Islanders this season. 

The Islanders tied their best-of-seven series with the Bruins at 1-1 with a 
4-3 sudden-death overtime win in Game 2 Monday night. 

First-round upsets by the Winnipeg Jets (63 points) and the Montreal 
Canadiens (59 points) in the North Division, as well as East Division first-
round wins by the Bruins (73 points) and Islanders (71 points) gave 
clarity to a muddled playoff picture. 

The winner of the second-round series between West Division teams 
Colorado and Vegas will be the top seed in the semifinals. Both teams 
had a league-high 82 points in the regular season. 

Carolina finished with 80 points, and the Lightning ended the regular 
season with 75 points, slotting the winner of that series into the second 
seed regardless of the outcome. 

After winning Sunday’s series opener in Raleigh, the Lightning take a 1-0 
series lead into tonight’s Game 2 at PNC Arena. The series moves to 
Amalie Arena for Games 3 and 4 on Thursday and Saturday, 
respectively. 
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Difference in series? Andrei Vasilevskiy, Lightning comfortable being 
uncomfortable 

 

By Joe Smith  

Jun 2, 2021  

  

Andrei Vasilevskiy is the best goaltender in the world. 
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The Lightning believe it. Their opponents, from the Stars’ Rick Bowness 
to the Red Wings’ Jeff Blashill, echo it. Now even the Hurricanes will 
scream it from the mountaintops. 

But it’s not just the Russian’s skill, athleticism or poise under pressure. 
It’s intimidation. 

I remember watching a Lightning playoff game a couple of years back 
with Hall of Fame goaltender Ken Dryden, who won six Stanley Cups 
with the Canadiens and five Vezina Trophies. Dryden believes a key to 
the position is not just stopping pucks but having a presence. 

This is what Dryden said of Vasilevskiy. 

“He’s imposing,” Dryden said. “That’s something you notice right away. 
You’re always needing to deliver a message to your opponent. If you can 
deliver a message that you’re a formidable presence in net, you’re on 
your way, and (Vasilevskiy) appears to have that.” 

The Lightning took a 2-0 series lead over the Hurricanes on Tuesday 
after another tightly contested, 2-1 win in front of 16,000-plus at PNC 
Arena in Raleigh. There are many reasons for that, from timely goals by 
Alex Killorn and Anthony Cirelli to a championship team’s uncanny ability 
to be comfortable being uncomfortable. But Tampa Bay is in the driver’s 
seat of this second-round matchup — and has a chance for a historic 
repeat — because of its backbone in net in Vasilevskiy. 

Remember when the Panthers started three goalies in the first round? 
Vasilevskiy was the difference in making timely saves and shutting 
Florida out in a series-clinching Game 6. The Hurricanes, who won the 
Central Division, haven’t been outmatched or completely outplayed by 
Tampa Bay in this series. On Tuesday, they played well enough to win. If 
you look at the numbers, Carolina had 2.95 expected goals Tuesday to 
Tampa Bay’s 1.35, according to Natural Stat Trick. The Hurricanes had a 
28-18 edge in scoring chances (though trailed 10-9 in high-danger 
chances in five-on-five). 

You know what they didn’t have? Vasilevskiy, who stopped 31 of 32 
shots and has given up zero five-on-five goals through the first two 
games. 

It’s safe to wonder whether Vasilevskiy — the first goaltender to get four 
straight Vezina Trophy nominations since Hall of Famer Martin Brodeur 
— is in the Hurricanes’ heads. 

“He’s world-class. There’s a reason he’s … What is he? Gonna win the 
Vezina or supposed to? He should,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “He’s clearly dominant. You’ve got to just keep shooting pucks. 
That’s it. Yeah, you’ve got to try and get in front of him, but there were a 
lot of pucks we fired at him that we were in front of him and they were in 
front of him and traffic was everywhere but still he’s able to get to them. 
That’s another piece in their puzzle that makes them elite. Just got to 
keep trying.” 

Vasilevskiy had the kind of special season for which he’ll likely end up on 
some Hart Trophy ballots (he’s on mine), ensuring the Lightning’s playoff 
spot was never in doubt even after Nikita Kucherov missed the entire 
season following hip surgery, Steven Stamkos missed a month due to 
injury and Conn Smythe winner Victor Hedman had a “lull” in his play. 
Jon Cooper said Vasilevskiy has been “in the zone” in the last few 
games, which means the longest-tenured coach knows exactly what to 
do: “I leave him alone.” 

“When he’s in the zone, I don’t know if there’s anyone better,” Cooper 
said. “It does make you sit an inch taller on the bench if you have him 
back there.” 

The rest of the Lightning are in the zone, too. It didn’t matter that they 
were in front of the largest road crowd they’ve seen in more than a year, 
or that the Hurricanes — a full-ice-press kind of team — were going to 
make a push. This wasn’t a pretty game by any stretch, not an end-to-
end style with highlight-reel plays. But Tampa Bay, through its scars and 
its championship, has learned how to dig deep and win these types of 
matchups. When the dirty areas matter. When taking a hit to make a play 

matters. When sacrificing your body — both Killorn and Erik Cernak lost 
teeth, according to Cooper — is all that matters. 

“We’ve been through it before,” Cooper said. “We’ve got a group that 
believes in how to play and what you need to do to shut a game down. 
There’s a plan in place, but the guys have to execute it. They work so 
damn hard, they sacrifice. Guys are blocking shots, sacrificing everything 
for the good of the team. When you have that overall mentality and 
everyone puts the team first, good things, magical things, can happen. 
There have been some trials and tribulations, we’ve done it other ways 
and it hasn’t worked out, but when you find a recipe, it’s well worth 
sticking to it, and that’s what these guys have done.” 

It’s Hedman blocking eight shots in Sunday’s Game 1 win, including 
three in the final minute. It’s Killorn making the simple play in Tuesday’s 
second period in just getting the puck on net, knowing Cirelli would be 
working his ass off to create a screen. And it was Cirelli, the former 
Memorial Cup hero who always seems to come up clutch, who gave 
Tampa Bay a much-needed insurance goal in the third on a sneaky 
backhand. The fact he had a 29-game goal drought during the regular 
season mattered little. 

“You have to have the mental wherewithal to work your way through it, 
and Tony has proven that from youth hockey to junior to American 
League and here,” Cooper said. “He’s turned himself into what I consider 
a big-time player in this league.” 

So is Vasilevskiy. After giving up a combined 11 goals in the first three 
games of the playoffs, Vasilevskiy has allowed just seven in his last five, 
two in his last three. That’s bad news for Carolina, or anyone else the 
Lightning might play along the way. The Hurricanes are a really good 
team, and I’ve always felt they’d be the toughest challenge for Tampa 
Bay coming out of the division. And this series still could go as long as 
we expected. 

But the Lightning are showing their championship mettle — led by their 
world-class goaltender — giving Carolina little room for error. Remember 
how the Leafs went down in a collapse partly because their top stars 
were slowed down and other players couldn’t pick them up offensively? 
Tampa Bay didn’t get a ton out of Brayden Point, Ondrej Palat and 
Kucherov on Tuesday, and it was Killorn and Cirelli who stepped up. On 
Sunday, it was Barclay Goodrow with the winner. 

“This group has been together for quite a bit of time,” Killorn said. “We 
won the Cup last year and have been in a lot of situations. You have to 
find a way to win a game, and that’s what we did.” 

Goodrow’s winning goal on Carolina rookie Alex Nedeljkovic in Game 1 
was admittedly a “bad” one, according to Brind’Amour, and it was the 
difference in the game. Vasilevskiy hasn’t been perfect, but he’s getting 
better as the playoffs are going on. He said coming into the postseason 
that the key was handling his emotions even when opposing teams try to 
“get in your kitchen” and “make you lose your mind.” 

So far, the Hurricanes haven’t done that — just look at the above chart of 
their five-on-five chances, according to Natural Stat Trick. Vasilevskiy 
didn’t have to make many 10-bell type of saves where he’s scrambling, 
and Tampa Bay did a good job of protecting the front of the net. There’s 
still a chance they will put pressure on him, but Vasilevskiy has a steady 
confidence in his preparation and ability in these moments, galvanized by 
winning a Cup last summer. 

“I just try to put my mind in game mode for a few hours before the game,” 
Vasilevskiy said. “There was a big crowd in this building and I feel like we 
got some energy from that as well. But I just tried to stay calm in the heat 
of battle.” 

Vasilevskiy has won a Vezina — and might win another in a month or so 
— to go along with a Stanley Cup. If he keeps this up, he could add 
another piece of hardware: 

The Conn Smythe. 
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From parking lot brawls to ‘Chub Club,’ untold stories of Lightning glue 
guy Pat Maroon 

 

By Joe Smith   

Jun 1, 2021 

 

“Every day, there’s another story with Pat Maroon.” 

Lightning winger Alex Killorn couldn’t think of just one, but plenty of the 
dozen former teammates and coaches we contacted could come up with 
their favorite memories of one of the NHL’s most colorful characters.  

“I know you’re a progressive (site),” former teammate Troy Bodie said. 
“But I don’t think you can print a lot of them.” 

With Maroon, 33, going for his third consecutive Stanley Cup, it was 
interesting to find out why he’s been such an important “glue guy” for 
champions. And it might be surprising to hear he nearly quit the game 
after being sent home by the NHL club that drafted him.  

By now you’ve seen Maroon hoist the Cup (twice) and chant “back-to-
back” while shirtless at a Lightning championship rally. He told the Bruins 
“You’re fucked” before the Blues beat them in 2019 Cup final. And 
Maroon gave the entire Panthers team the chicken gesture in their first-
round series.  

But have you heard about all his nicknames, from ‘Big Rig’ to ‘Slim’ to 
‘Shifty 250’? You know about the parking lot brawl he got into in St. 
Louis? The way Maroon helped turn around the Lightning season in 
Sweden, paving the way for another Cup? 

Here’s the making of Pat Maroon, through those who lived it with him.  

The early years  

Maroon grew up in St. Louis as a “rink rat,” getting his start in roller 
hockey. 

Uncle Rob Ferrara: You’d have to kick him out of the roller-hockey rink. 
He’d even play goal just to stay out there. I remember telling him one day 
that he had to do his homework. He said, “I’m going to the NHL!” I’m like, 
“You still need to learn how to read.” 

Maroon: In the summer, I’d go up there myself and my parents would 
give me three bucks. It was enough to get a soda and chips and hang out 
all day until 4, and then they’d pick me up. I’d use my money wisely.  

I’m not the fastest skater. But I had an opportunity to work on my hands 
every day, work on my vision and puck skills. It brought me to where I am 
today. 

Kelly Chase, the former Blues forward, saw Maroon play roller hockey 
and thought he’d be a great fit for a North American Hockey League 
team he co-owned, the Texarkana Bandits. Chase brought Maroon to 
see the Bandits coach, Jon Cooper. 

Maroon was a 200-pound, 17-year-old who had never advanced past 
Double-A midget.  

Cooper: As a 16-year-old kid, he had grown up and out. So he still had a 
little bit of baby fat. I saw the hands, but clearly he needed to get in 
shape. We created a group called “The Chub Club” and he had to be part 
of it. 

I watched the evolution of Pat Maroon. In junior, he was the guy. He was 
our Steven Stamkos, Nikita Kucherov. You talk about one of the elite 
players in junior. 

Brian Garlock, former Bandits video coach and current Lightning video 
coach: We had a pre-game tradition where he’d come by the bench and 
tell me how many goals he’d score that game. One time, he told me he’d 
get a hat trick. Each time he’d score a goal, he’d come back to the bench 
to say, “That’s one. That’s two.”  

Mike Murray, former Bandits teammate: Off the ice, he was a big 
goofball. On the ice, he was a man among boys. I know he’d always get 
ragged for being overweight, but on the ice it didn’t matter. In the 
lockeroom, he’d have his shirt off and tell all of us, “I’m jacked! I’m 
jacked.” We’d call him Slim. 

Chase: He was from St. Louis, so he was the ring leader of getting the 
guys together and having parties. They thought they were hiding and we 
didn’t know where they were. When you’re young, you think you’re 
fooling the coach, but they weren’t fooling anyone. We let them do it 
because it was how we built the team, to have success and be together. 

Murray: We would go out all the time and get in a lot of trouble and we’d 
think we got away with it, but then Chaser would be bagging us until 
someone would say, “Yeah it’s my fault.” No one came forward, so we all 
skated. Chaser one time took Maroon’s stick and broke it across the 
glass, saying, “You’re setting an example. You’re supposed to be in the 
NHL.” Slim was just laughing. He never took anything too serious, still 
doesn’t. But he would party with the best of them and then the next day, 
we’d be dragging ass and he’d be scoring three goals. 

Andrew Cogliano, former Ducks teammate: The Big Rig can sure put 
down his share of beers. 

Murray: We got into a parking lot brawl once. It was me, Pat, his brother 
Phil. We were just chirping some guys at the bar, got under some guys’ 
skin. I ended up getting hit by a car, and Phil and Pat chased the car 
down and Phil had a baseball bat and bashed the guys window in. I 
broke my jaw. Maroon still had school the next day — he was in high 
school. We took him home, and they took me to the hospital.  

Maroon was the team’s best player and a key leader. When the Bandits 
lost in the round-robin playoffs to the Mahoning Valley (Ohio) Phantoms, 
there were some nerves heading into the rematch in the title game in 
Fairbanks, Alaska. 

Chase: I’ll never forget. He comes to the bus and his hair is all over the 
place like he just woke up. I’m like, “Are we going to be all right?” He 
said, “Mr. Chase, you think I came all the way to Alaska to lose? We’re 
going to win, don’t worry about it.” He had four points in the first period 
and we won the title. He’s just got this belief in, “This is how it works and 
what I said, I’m going to do.” He’s got that swagger about him.  

Murray: We flew back that night from Alaska and Chaser rented out a bar 
downtown and made sure we didn’t have to drive, got us all to Coop’s 
house and partied that night until 6 a.m. We went out more than we 
probably should have, but Slim was with us, whether he had school the 
next day or not, he always rallied. He was the star. If we were rolling with 
him, we could do no wrong. 

The 2007 St. Louis Bandits, coached by Jon Coopers. (Courtesy Kim 
Cannon) 

The low point  

Maroon was drafted by the Flyers in the sixth round of the 2007 NHL 
Draft. But had a rocky start to his pro career. He was at odds with Flyers 
management while he was with the AHL Adirondack Phantoms. Maroon 
was benched and sent home by coach Greg Gilbert before eventually 
getting traded to the Ducks. 

Maroon has said it was the “scariest” time of his life, having a three-year-
old son, Anthony, and no idea if he would have to find another job to 
provide for him. He called his dad and told him. “I think I just want to 
retire.” 

Greg Gilbert, Phantoms coach: Patrick was a big kid, tough kid, good 
skill. He had all the tools. Not a bad kid at all. He just didn’t have the 
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commitment to become the player and push himself to become the 
player he’s turned into now.  

I remember sitting in my office with him and sending him home. (Then 
Flyers GM Paul Holmgren) was on the phone. He was disappointed and 
shocked. It’s unfortunate. Should it have ever happened? I don’t know. 
But that was the decision that was made and Patrick moved on. It was a 
wakeup call. It’s awesome to see a kid go through what he went through 
and find the light at the end of the tunnel. Look at how important he is to 
every team he’s been on. 

Ben Lovejoy, former Ducks and Devils teammate: He’s a guy that will 
admit he’s made pretty much every mistake you can. 

Cooper: The one thing Pat always had was people are drawn to him, and 
there’s a reason: Because he has that personality, and he’s always had 
that. I always consider Patty a character who has character. He can be a 
funny guy in the room, but he can do things on the ice that some other 
guys just won’t do. 

The big break  

Maroon got traded to the Ducks on Nov. 21, 2010. He reported to the 
team’s AHL affiliate in Syracuse, with former NHLer Trent Yawney taking 
over as coach in Maroon’s second year there.  

Trent Yawney: When I got to Syracuse, I told Patty, “I heard all this stuff, 
but I know you’re a good player. I’m wiping the slate clean. You’re going 
to paint your own picture. I’ll help you anyway I can.” We started to win a 
few games and change the way we practiced and Patty became a leader 
and made sure guys were doing it the right way. He was THE guy for our 
team. 

Troy Bodie: You need someone to liven up the dressing room. We used 
to watch football and hang out at each other’s place all the time. We’d go 
out quite a bit, play cards on the bus. He’s just a person you’d gravitate 
toward because he’s so much fun. 

Yawney: We were on a trip to Norfolk a month into the year. I get a call 
from the hotel manager. The guys were being too loud. And naturally 
there were girls in the room. I called him and said, “Patty, I got a call from 
the hotel, get the girls out and we’ll talk about it tomorrow.” 

The next day, we were in the parking lot, ready to get on the bus, and we 
talked. Maybe another coach would have gone fucking ballistic on him 
because he was Pat Maroon. I said, “Listen, I’m not going to make a big 
deal out of this, but remember, you’re a leader on this team. You’re a 
dad. You need to think about those things, pick your spots and have fun. 
He said he was wrong and apologized. He was used to being accused of 
being a shit disturber and all that, but I was going to be true to my word.  

I’m sure he went out after, I wanted him to, that’s part of his DNA. But we 
never had another issue. 

Bodie: You could tell he’d be an NHL player. He was just the total 
package. He could play the physical game, he could skate, score around 
the net. 

He used to poke fun at himself. He called himself the “Shifty 250.” He 
was one of my favorite teammates ever. 

The Big Rig 

Maroon established himself as an NHL regular the next several years, 
playing on a line with Ryan Getzlaf and Corey Perry in Anaheim and then 
Connor McDavid with the Oilers.  

Cogliano: I was the guy that gave him the Big Rig name in Anaheim. He’s 
just a big man, he’s a big rig. I don’t know how it came about, probably 
just making fun of him doing his thing in Anaheim. But the nickname 
caught on. I should definitely be looking into royalties, though, for how 
much Big Rig has taken off. 

Lovejoy: He was everyone’s best friend in the lockeroom. He’d be a 
clown in there, a big tough guy on the ice, but then you’d hear him on 

FaceTime with his son who he hadn’t seen in months and you just 
melted. He was at every team dinner, drinking every beer with you. 

Cogliano: I know when he came up, Sheldon Souray took him under his 
wing. I vividly remember Pat showing up one day with a new style. Now if 
you put Sheldon Souray in a room with Tom Brady and Derek Jeter, 
Sheldon is the alpha male. Sheldon took Patty to his storage unit and 
gave him 40 suits. I think he appreciated Pat’s lifestyle, and the two were 
a great fit. 

Bruce Boudreau: I remember one game I scratched him, might have 
been his second year with us. It was a matchup thing, we were playing a 
fast team with no toughness. Pat saw on the board he wasn’t playing and 
came up to me after the skate. He said, “You’re wrong. It’s not right.” I 
respected him an awful lot for saying the stuff he did and standing up to 
me. It was a watershed moment for me. I remember I went back and 
thought, “Maybe I’m making a mistake.” It made me smarter. 

Hometown hero  

Maroon signed a one-year deal with his hometown Blues in 2018 and it 
turned into a storybook ending, with the veteran winger winning a Stanley 
Cup. He scored one of the franchise’s biggest goals, the OT winner in 
Game 7 against Dallas in the second round. Maroon told teammates 
before OT to “Dream big, boys,” then scored.  

Ben Hankinson, agent: It was around Christmastime and I had a lot of 
hard conversations with (GM) Doug Armstrong. The team was struggling, 
and they were thinking of making a lot of changes and had to decide, “Is 
Patty in?” There was a chance he was going to get scratched, maybe 
sent to the minors. Was he going to suck it up, work his ass off, swallow 
his pride? Or was he going to bail and get shipped out? Patty met with 
Armstrong for coffee one day, looked him in the eye and said, “I’m here 
for the long haul.” The rest is history. 

Brayden Schenn: Throughout the whole playoffs, he’d sit at the other 
card table on the plane and would always wear the same suit jacket and 
socks. I don’t know if it was superstitious or not. But it was classic blue 
suit and orange socks. We told him if we won, we might have to put that 
suit in the Hall of Fame or burn it for how many times he’s worn it in a 
row.  

Robert Thomas: That OT winner against Dallas, I remember on that draw 
specifically, we were just laughing going into it. We knew what play we 
wanted to run, and we knew that it would work at some point. He was 
laughing, like, “This is the one, we’ve got to do it!” 

Back-to-back  

Maroon was surprised to be a free agent so late in the summer after his 
Cup run with St. Louis, but a familiar face reconnected. Cooper thought 
he’d be a missing ingredient for a Tampa Bay team that had just been 
swept in the first round by the Blue Jackets. Maroon played an influential 
role on and off the ice as the group became champions.  

Yawney: I remember catching up with him in the hallway of Amalie Arena 
that first year with the Lightning, it was early in the season, I was in town 
with the Kings. He said, “These guys don’t fucking get it here.” I said, 
“That’s why you’re fucking here. Make sure you voice your opinions.” 

When the Lightning were struggling early on, Maroon and fellow veteran 
Kevin Shattenkirk sensed the players’ pain and were open about how 
many were “living in the past” and had to move on from their historic 
season that ended so stunningly in the playoffs. “Fuck last year,” Maroon 
said. 

Cooper: We weren’t getting the results we wanted early in the season, 
there was a lot of talk about the Columbus series, a lot of talk in our 
locker room, and I think those two guys were instrumental in having that 
narrative leave our locker room. Those two guys were a big part of 
getting the guys to turn the page because they weren’t here for that, and 
I think they saw it as being disruptive. They were instrumental parts in 
helping us get past that. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning in Sweden. (Courtesy Jonas Reinholdsson) 
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The Lightning’s trip to Sweden for the Global Series in November 2019 
was seen as a turning point in their season. A big part of that came off 
the ice, where Maroon was the ringleader in getting the boys out for 
beers and bonding.  

Maroon: You get together and to know people’s culture, understand their 
language. And to be honest, after a few beers, different personalities 
come out. It was good to see everyone get tighter. Sweden by far was 
the turning point. Just hanging out with each other, going to dinners 
together, going for beers as a team, that goes a long way. Not just one 
person, all 25 of us. That can turn a season around, I truly believe, when 
guys get together and make sure everyone feels welcome, no one is left 
out. 

Cooper: I truly believe when you win a Stanley Cup, and even drawing 
back to junior, it was the same formula. The team was extremely close 
off the ice. They didn’t play with each other, the players played for each 
other. Those are the teams that win, and (Maroon has) recognized that 
and stepped right to the forefront to make that happen. 
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The Athletic / Stanley Cup contender checklist: Which of the NHL’s final 
eight teams looks the most like past champions? 

 

By Shayna Goldman Jun 1, 2021 

 

Eight teams are left to contend for the Stanley Cup, but which one looks 
most like a champion? 

Thanks to The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn, there’s a blueprint to 
compare this season’s contenders to. Last year, Luszczyszyn created a 
“Cup Checklist” using the average Game Score Value Added by position 
for the past decade’s champions. GSVA is based on game score and 
uses both traditional boxscore statistics and advanced-analytical metrics 
to come up with one number to measure a player’s value in terms of wins 
added. 

This won’t necessarily pinpoint who has the best odds to win this year — 
it doesn’t detail playing style or how these teams will match up against 
their opponents in later rounds. And it’s particularly tricky to measure 
uncertainty in a sport that’s played on a slippery sheet of ice at high 
speeds. Luck and chaos are inevitable in hockey. 

It will, however, help break down which teams have the key components 
in the blueprint for a Stanley Cup-winning roster. 

According to Luszczyszyn, the contender checklist includes: 

Elite first-line center that’s among the very best players in the world. 

Elite first-line winger to support the elite centre. 

Two other top-line wingers on each of the top two lines. 

Top-line centre to play behind the elite center. 

Two more top-six forwards for depth in the middle six. 

Elite No. 1 defenseman. 

A second No. 1 defenseman to play behind him. 

A top-pairing defenseman to help anchor a strong second pair with the 
No. 2. 

Another top-pairing caliber defender to crush soft minutes on the third 
pair. 

A top-10 caliber starting goaltender. 

In a copycat league like the NHL, these roster staples from champions 
over the years likely inspired moves from some of the current playoff 
teams, but it’s important to note that most champions don’t check off 
every box, and strengths in certain areas can make up for weaknesses in 
others. Rather than just noting one average value for each position, 
there’s a range of one standard deviation on each side. 

Viz by Dom Luszczyszyn 

So how do the eight teams still in the hunt for the Stanley Cup stack up 
using their GSVA projections? 

(Note: Values shown on each graphic are player projections, which use 
the past three years of data, weighted by recency and adjusted for age 
and are translated to a win value. Some actual performances this season 
rate better or worse than expected, which we’ll check in with as well.) 

Boston Bruins 

Boston’s first line is built for success. Bergeron is a bonafide top-line 
center, and he plays between two elite wingers. Before the trade 
deadline, this was a top-heavy team missing key components to round 
out their lineup. Then the Bruins sprung Taylor Hall out of Buffalo at a 
super-low price to form a second line within the range for a contending 
team. 

Boston’s bottom six, though, misses the lower end of the criteria in a 
couple of areas, falling just shy down the middle of the third line and on 
the wings of the fourth. 

On defense, both halves of the top pair exceed the guidelines. But 
championship teams often have another top-pairing defender to carry the 
second pair, which the group pictured above is missing. Mike Reilly, 
another deadline acquisition, helps give the blue line a boost, and his 
actual performance has exceeded projections; that puts him closer to the 
“ideal” range and helps a blue line that’s had its struggles this season. 

While the Bruins’ defensive depth may not be at the highest level, their 
goaltending is above average compared to these past championship 
teams. Tuukka Rask can mask most gaps in front of him. 

New York Islanders 

The Leo Komarov–Mathew Barzal–Jordan Eberle trio may have had a 60 
percent expected goals rate in the regular season, but it’s not the leading 
line of a contender. 

What helps their case is that Barzal and Eberle both exceeded their 
projected values, and their actual performances comfortably put them in 
the ranges for their positions. Despite keeping up with his linemates 
during the regular season, the weak link is Komarov. Obviously, he isn’t 
the intended player for that position — it’s Anders Lee’s spot, and he 
would perfectly round out this line to where a contending team should be 
if he were healthy. 

Kyle Palmieri, brought in at the deadline, has played closer to third-line 
minutes than replacing Lee’s, although he’s added a scoring touch in the 
postseason. So while the Islanders’ first line is weaker without their 
captain, their bottom nine fits within the standard deviations of their 
positions, with a few pushing closer to the higher end for their respective 
roles (Josh Bailey, Jean-Gabriel Pageau and Casey Cizikas, for 
example). Anthony Beauvillier stepped up his game to propel him into 
first-line territory. Without Oliver Wahlstrom, who is currently day-to-day, 
there’s a clear drop-off in value in replacement Travis Zajac (.11 GSVA). 

On defense, the top pairing of Adam Pelech and Ryan Pulock meet the 
standard. Nick Leddy exceeding expectations helps check off their 
second-pair needs, but they’re still on the lower end of the range. The 
third pair, though, is lacking. 

On the surface, the Islanders appear to be behind in net, as well, with 
Ilya Sorokin starting most of their playoff games. But as Luszczyszyn 
noted in his preview for this series, his model doesn’t fully capture 
Sorokin’s current value because the playoffs aren’t factored into these 
projections. Semyon Varlamov, who was excellent in the regular season, 
rates higher. Either way, given the way Varlamov played throughout the 
regular season and Sorokin in the postseason, goaltending isn’t a 
concern for this team. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 
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The Lightning have an elite first-line center in Brayden Point, an elite 
winger on his right in Nikita Kucherov and another elite winger in Steven 
Stamkos on Line 2. Every other forward at least fits into the range of the 
average contender for their position, with many leaning toward the higher 
end of the spectrum. 

Tampa Bay does have that elite number one defender in Victor Hedman, 
but his game slipped as he played through injury late in the season. 
Before that, he was a three-win defenseman; and for their Cup run last 
year, he was closer to 4.5, showing how he can elevate his game when it 
matters most (when his body allows it). 

Ryan McDonagh and Mikhail Sergachev lead their respective pairs on 
the left below Hedman. Two righties, on the other hand, fall short relative 
to these guidelines in Jan Rutta and David Savard. Savard, after missing 
Game 1, is day-to-day, and his replacement, Luke Schenn, rates even 
worse (-0.49). 

The Lightning’s lineup is so strong, though, that those “weak links” aren’t 
really a problem. Plus, they have one of the league’s best in net with 
Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Up front, the Hurricanes check off most of the boxes on the contender 
checklist. Sebastian Aho is an underrated, elite top-line center. And when 
fully healthy, most of the Canes’ forward depth and defense fits between 
the standard deviations for each position. 

What they’re currently missing is an elite winger; instead, they have two 
high-end top-line forwards in Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen 
who fall just shy of that next tier. What helps make up for that is their 
second line. Each player outperformed his projections handily. Vincent 
Trocheck’s actual value puts him closer to elite territory, while Nino 
Niederreiter and Martin Necas jump from second-line to first-line to 
caliber. 

The problem for this series, at least, is that Niederreiter likely won’t be 
available. In Game 1, that meant Jordan Martinook moved up to Line 2 
and Cedric Paquette drew in on the fourth line. Losing just one top-six 
forward led to numerous lineup changes that ultimately pulls the 
Hurricanes away from that contending roster. 

Dougie Hamilton leads the way on the blue line; he’s having an 
outstanding year and is one of the best defensemen in the league. With 
Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce, whose actual value bests their 
projections, Carolina has three top-pair defenders. The Hurricanes’ third 
pair is below average, but they can manage thanks to their goaltending. 
Alex Nedeljkovic has continued his stellar rookie year with a strong 
postseason performance so far. 

Colorado Avalanche 

We all know how good Colorado is. Few teams boast as many elite 
players as the Avalanche. Nathan MacKinnon is one of the best players 
in the world, and he’s skating in between two top wingers in Gabriel 
Landeskog and Mikko Rantanen. 

While they projected to have two elite defensemen and one top-pair 
caliber, Sam Girard had a fantastic season that moved him right up the 
next tier. That’s three Norris-caliber defensemen on one team. 

Colorado also has forward depth, which has helped it play through 
injuries all season. And now, that depth has had to shift around while 
Nazem Kadri’s suspended for another five games. Jesse Compher’s 
brother, J.T., who opened the playoffs on the fourth line, has pivoted to 
Kadri’s position in his absence. The Avalanche are so dominant and can 
match the average contender in most areas, so they should be able to 
weather the loss of their second-line center. But it does slightly lower 
where they stand relative to championship teams for the time being. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

The Golden Knights are missing a key component of most contending 
teams: an elite first-line center. Chandler Stephenson’s actual 2020-21 
performance puts him closer to first-line caliber, but he’s still not giving 
them the 3.8 wins the average champion’s leading pivot is worth. While 
having an elite center is a guideline, Mark Stone is one of the best two-
way players in the league and essentially fills that role from the wing. And 

he isn’t the only elite winger that Stephenson skates alongside, as Max 
Pacioretty returned to the left of Line 1 in Game 7 against Minnesota. 

The second line’s value projected to be on the lower end for the average 
contender, but Jonathan Marchessault and William Karlsson boosting 
their actual performances does take that trio up a notch. Aside from Alex 
Tuch, most of their bottom-sixers are on the low end of the positional 
ranges. But changes should be anticipated in the next few games with 
Ryan Reaves suspended and Mattias Janmark potentially out with injury. 

Alex Pietrangelo didn’t reach the elite tier in his first season in Vegas. 
Shea Theodore, on the other hand, did — his actual results were among 
the best in the league. And Alec Martinez helps the Golden Knights’ 
defensive status, playing closer to the elite tier than his projected second-
pair value. 

They’re down Brayden McNabb, who is still on the COVID-19 protocol 
list, which leaves Vegas without one of its shutdown defenders. Nick 
Holden has stepped up in his absence, and goaltending can help account 
for that loss. The Golden Knights have been able to lean on Marc-Andre 
Fleury, who has been minding the net at a Vezina-caliber all season, 
though he sat to give Robin Lehner a shot between the pipes in Game 1. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Many didn’t expect the Jets to even make it to Round 2, let alone by 
means of a Round 1 sweep. There’s reason for that skepticism. Not one 
player on the first line even falls on the low end of the ideal range for a 
contender. 

Nikolaj Ehlers, the Jets’ best player, doesn’t see top-line minutes and 
isn’t on the first power-play unit. Thanks to Ehlers, Line 2 meets the 
championship-checklist criteria. And the bottom six slots in too. 

Winnipeg’s biggest weakness is its blue line. Neal Pionk rates the 
highest, and his actual performance exceeded projections by 0.86, which 
just puts him into elite territory. But the Jets are missing a second 
number one defenseman, along with another top-pair-level back. It hurts 
even more than Josh Morrissey’s actual performance was below his 
projection, and he wasn’t the only defender to underachieve. 

In Round 1, their defense was greater than the sum of their parts. And 
they had an elite goaltender, Connor Hellebuyck, to carry them forward, 
saving 6.82 goals above expectation along the way. His value is far 
better than the range a contending netminder needs to be in. 

Teams can live and die by their goaltending in the playoffs, and given the 
strength of their lineup, the Jets will likely go as far as Hellebuyck can 
take them. 

Montreal Canadiens 

With a dramatic 3-1 comeback against the Maple Leafs, the Canadiens 
finally ended Round 1 on Monday night. And like their Round 2 opponent, 
there’s a reason that many doubted Montreal: They have just one player 
who falls in elite territory in Jeff Petry. 

Even though Phillip Danault is one of the better defensive centers in the 
league and Nick Suzuki is becoming a key player for Montreal, the 
Canadiens’ top-six center depth lacks compared to championship teams. 
Brendan Gallagher, Tyler Toffoli and Cole Caufield (who started Round 1 
as a healthy scratch) all give the top six a boost, but none are at the elite 
tier to balance out these lines. 

Shea Weber appears to be playing through injury and can’t be at the 
level of a second number one defenseman that most contenders have. 
Behind him and Petry, most of Montreal’s defense grades out closer to 
third-pair caliber. Carey Price also doesn’t rate too highly either after a 
rough season, but he has been their backbone in Round 1. Unlike 
Hellebuyck, though, there are questions as to whether he can maintain 
this level of play deep into the postseason. 

So which contender checks the most boxes? 

With due regard to some categories that could go either way depending 
on interpretation, health and actual-versus-projected values, here’s 
where the eight contenders stand right now (asterisks note those that 
could particularly be interpreted differently, depending on Sorokin’s 
postseason play, Ehlers’ lineup spot and Stone’s ability to make up for 
lack of top center on his line): 
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The Athletic / How brothers Kirby and Colton Dach’s successes in 
hockey are fueled by a competitive and loving sibling rivalry 

 

By Scott Powers Jun 1, 2021  

 

Dale Dach considered patching up the wall sooner after his eldest son, 
Kirby, put his youngest son, Colton, through it. 

Dale decided there was more value to discouraging future holes and 
wrestling between his sons by waiting to fix the drywall. The hole would 
be a reminder of what could happen. More than a year later, the hole in 
Kirby’s bedroom was finally filled. 

“It was the full size of Colton’s back,” Dale said. “Colton jumped on his 
back and then they started wrestling, and Kirby thought it’d be a good 
idea to throw him back up and try and bang him off the wall. Well, the two 
of them are a couple hundred pounds each. The drywall gave before one 
of them.” 

Kirby said, “That wasn’t very smart on either of us. You live and learn. It’s 
stuff like that that’s always fun.” 

That incident happened just a few years ago. There were other holes in 
the past, and it wouldn’t surprise Dale and his wife, Hilary, if there are 
more in the future. For as mature as Kirby, 20, has become as an NHL 
player with the Chicago Blackhawks and Colton, 18, has in preparing for 
the 2021 draft, the brothers can’t resist continually sparking their sibling 
rivalry. 

“We were just talking about this at dinner the other day, and they thought 
I didn’t even know about some of the damage,” Dale said. “‘Guys, I just 
pick my battles.’ … They’re very competitive to the point where it does 
drive me, their mother, my wife, crazy. But it’s at the point, do you pull 
them back from being that competitive or do you let them go? Just when 
it gets a little rougher than we want, we usually pull it back.” 

Someone needs to because Colton and Kirby usually can’t themselves. 
They need a clear winner and loser, or a hole in the wall, to temporarily 
conclude their competition. There was the time Dale brought them out to 
play a friendly game with some older players, and he had to put them on 
the same team so they wouldn’t destroy each other. 

You add their younger sister, Callie, to the mix, and it’s an all-out sibling 
war sometimes. 

“We have a younger sister also that plays hockey and she’s a 
competitive person as well,” Colton said. “Us three, we always competed 
over everything. Just running up the stairs, we’d be competing to see 
who was the first up there. Or playing catch, we would always want to 
see who would be the first one to drop it. Everything we did was 
competitive, and we got along really well.” 

That last part is important. Sure, they step over the line occasionally and 
they do, at times, drive their parents wild. But their intent is never 
anything beyond the actual competition. 

Kirby has given a taste of that competitive mentality at times when 
answering questions about the Blackhawks. When asked recently where 
he’d like his game to be a season from now, winning was his priority. 

“A year from now, I’d like to be in the playoffs,” Kirby said. “Anything I can 
do to help the team win. That’s all that really matters. Individual 
accolades come with team success. Not too worried about that. My play 
and producing offensively will take care of itself.” 

Colton’s approach is about the same. It’s why, if you separate them in a 
competition, they’ll do anything and everything to defeat the other. If you 
put them together, well, they become united in their goal. 

The Saskatoon Blades of the WHL would have loved to see what Kirby 
and Colton could have done together. They would have played together 
last season if Kirby didn’t stick in the NHL. 

Blades president and general manager Colin Priestner was hopeful of 
that, but he drafted each Dach brother completely based on his own 
abilities, knowing they may never play together. Both are 6-foot-4, 200-
pound forwards who are competitive and intelligent. Kirby is more of a 
pass-first center, and Colton is more of a shoot-first versatile forward. 

“Colton is always looking to finish and has as an absolute cannon of a 
shot,” Priestner said. “I think next year he’s going to be a 40-50-goal guy 
for us, for sure. Where Kirby was the 30-goal guy and he’d get you 70 
assists or whatever. Colton’s probably more of the 50-50 guy when it 
comes to goals to assists. Different players. 

“And Colton’s got his own path that he’s formed. It’s tough to be in the 
shadow of a generational type of player, but he handled it really well and 
really responded well to his coaching from Mitch (Love), who also 
coached his brother. I think he’s going to really take off next season and 
take on a huge role for us, in terms of production and all situations, play 
for us as one of the top players in the league.” 

Kirby is jealous of Colton’s shot. 

“He’s got a heck of a shot. I wish I could shoot the puck like him,” Kirby 
said. “Maybe that’s something I got to work on over the summer with him 
and stuff like that. I think that’s what’s great about having a younger 
brother that’s ready to play hockey and become his own player, that you 
can learn things from him and he can take things from me and we can 
bounce ideas back and forth. It’s always good.” 

Colton and Kirby are different people on and off the ice. Colton has more 
of an outgoing personality, where Kirby is more internal. 

“I think Colton’s naturally more of the happy-go-lucky type with his 
personality,” Priestner said. “He’s got a really goofy side to him. He’s got 
a smile on his face all the time. Kirby’s got that drier sense of humor. 
They’re both great people with big hearts that really care about their 
teammates and their friends. They both care deeply about their family. 
They’re both kids that will really do anything for other people.” 

And for each other. They love to scrap, but they’re also inseparable and 
supportive. They shared a room growing up, but when they were given 
their own rooms later in life, Dale said they spent even more time 
together. 

Kirby, left, and Colton Dach before the 2019 NHL draft in Vancouver. 
(Courtesy of the Dach family) 

Kirby and Colton both keep close tabs on how the other is playing. They 
might give unprompted support if something isn’t going well, or they turn 
to each other when they personally could use a little more 
encouragement. 

From the holes in the wall to knowing someone has your back, it’s the 
ideal sibling relationship for them. 

“I wouldn’t change it,” Kirby said. “I love the way we are and have a great 
connection that way. It’s fun to see. I grew up with a lot of guys that have 
younger brothers, too, and it’s kind of the same thing. But I think what 
Colton and I have is a little bit different and more special. We kind of rely 
on each other, too, when maybe we’re not being as successful as we 
think we should be or stuff isn’t going our way. It’s kind of that support 
system. It’s a good relationship where we’re able to be competitive and 
push each other, but at the same time be supportive and help each other 
through all the tough stuff.” 

Kirby Dach has played 91 total NHL games in two seasons. (Jean-Yves 
Ahern / USA Today) 

There will likely be some of that pushing and pulling over the coming 
months. They both understand the importance of this upcoming 
offseason. For Kirby, it’s strengthening his wrist coming off surgery in 
December and getting back to the player he was becoming before the 
injury. For Colton, it’s preparing for the NHL draft and entering an NHL 
training camp, then likely playing another season in the WHL. 
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Colton and Kirby will spend a lot of time in their family’s gym together this 
offseason. They have a two-car garage full of exercise equipment. Dale 
also runs a power-skating development program. 

“It’ll be a big factor,” said Dale of his sons training together in the 
offseason. “I think even in years to come as they want to come home and 
train. They’ve always got that mentality of somebody beside them trying 
to be better, trying to push them, so it’s always going to be a competition. 
And when you’re pushing yourself to the max, you’re gonna always get 
better, you’re always gonna get stronger.” 

NHL teams are currently projecting what Colton can develop into over the 
coming years. The Blackhawks took Kirby at No. 3 overall in the 2019 
draft. Colton is expected to go in the second or third round this year. 

The Blackhawks have two second-round picks. 

“Yeah, obviously me and Kirby talk about that,” Colton said. “It would be 
pretty cool to get drafted to the same team. I think it’d be pretty special 
for our family as well if I got picked by Chicago. But whatever team picks 
me, I think that’s the team I want to play for and that’s the team I want to 
play for the rest of my life.” 

Kirby is careful about what he says regarding the Blackhawks potentially 
drafting his brother. He doesn’t want to step out of his lane with the 
organization. Either way, he’s hopeful to see Colton in the NHL someday. 

“I’m just really excited for that day to roll around and for his name to 
called by a team,” Kirby said. “If it’s not the Hawks, play against him 
soon, and if it is with the Hawks, that’s another cool story that could 
happen.” 

Whether they become NHL teammates or opponents is probably a roll of 
the dice. The Dach brothers continuing to compete in anything and 
everything while potentially putting another hole in a wall in the coming 
years? That’s a safer bet. 

“Our parents would be giggling if they (were asked if our) competitive 
nature has bypassed us,” Colton said. “I remember last year during 
COVID, he came back, my parents were not too pleased with us. We 
battled every day. That’s what kind of person we are. We always want to 
win. We don’t want to win — everything we do, we don’t want to lose.” 

Kirby concurred. You can’t blame Dale for keeping the hole in the wall for 
so long. He tried. There’s just no changing his sons. 

“I think if you ask anybody, we’re still the childish people we were when 
we were younger,” Kirby said. “We always liked to have a good time. 
We’re always smiling and laughing. We loved to compete. I don’t think 
me getting older or moving away to pro hockey has really changed. 
When we get home, we do the same thing.” 
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The Athletic / Who has the most to win (and lose) in the NHL Draft 
lottery? 

 

By Corey Pronman Jun 1, 2021  

 

The 2021 NHL Draft lottery on Wednesday is a milestone in what has 
been a unique and bumpy draft season. A season where the usage of 
video scouting elevated massively across the NHL. A season where 
midway through we weren’t even sure when the draft would be held, with 
the possibility of it not even occurring in 2021. 

While there are a few games left to be played in the QMJHL and the 
world championships, the season has reached a conclusion with the draft 
roughly 50 days away and now teams are figuring out where draft-eligible 
players slot on their lists. 

While I think there is a somewhat correct public perception that the draft 
is wide open and there is a lot of uncertainty, it’s worth pointing out the 
draft is always wide open and with a lot of uncertainty. I can’t say from 

my discussions with NHL scouts that the variance from list to list is that 
much different from a usual year. 

The top has more uncertainty than a typical year, which is more due to 
the crop lacking a couple of no doubt elite prospects than the 
circumstances. This is a variable that was somewhat expected for this 
year’s class even before the pandemic. 

In my discussions with scouts, though, about the top 10, for the most 
part, a roughly similar group of names are used. Sure some scouts may 
have a name high on their board that others don’t, but that is always part 
of the process. I can’t say some have a top eight with five different 
names than another scout’s top eight. 

The biggest difference for this year and past years isn’t whether there are 
major differences in team lists, but about the confidence of the 
information used to make their lists. All teams have the same information, 
so it should reasonably be expected they should have a lot of the same 
top prospects in roughly the same range. But without a lot of major 
showcase events, shortened or canceled leagues and international 
tournaments, that information only is so reliable. 

NHL Draft lottery odds 

SEED TEAM ODDS 

1 

Buffalo Sabres 

16.6% 

2 

Anaheim Ducks 

12.1% 

3 

Seattle Kraken 

10.3% 

4 

New Jersey Devils 

10.3% 

5 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

8.5% 

6 

Detroit Red Wings 

7.6% 

7 

San Jose Sharks 

6.7% 

8 

Los Angeles Kings 

5.8% 

9 

Vancouver Canucks 

5.4% 

10 

Ottawa Senators 

4.5% 
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11 

Arizona Coyotes 

3.1% 

12 

Chicago Blackhawks 

2.7% 

13 

Calgary Flames 

2.2% 

14 

Philadelphia Flyers 

1.8% 

15 

Dallas Stars 

1.4% 

16 

New York Rangers 

1.0% 

The Coyotes lost their first-round pick for violating the league’s combine 
testing policy. If Arizona is selected in either draw, there will be a re-
draw. 

Michigan defenseman Owen Power is the expected first pick this 
summer. Most, albeit not every NHL scout, thinks he is the best prospect 
available. With that said, most think he would have been around the 
fourth pick if he had been 2020 eligible, although a minority of scouts do 
think he would have been in discussion to go ahead of Quinton Byfield or 
Tim Stützle. 

After Power, it gets less clear. Almost every scout I talk to views the next 
tier of players as Michigan center Matthew Beniers, Edmonton winger 
Dylan Guenther, U.S. NTDP defenseman Luke Hughes and Djurgarden 
forward William Eklund. A large chunk of scouts think Barrie defenseman 
Brandt Clarke, Frolunda defenseman Simon Edvinsson, Peterborough 
center Mason McTavish, U.S. NTDP forward Chaz Lucius and Michigan 
forward Kent Johnson should be in that top tier; and depending who you 
talk to, one or both of the top goalie prospects in Jesper Wallstedt and 
Sebastian Cossa are also mentioned. 

The depth of that top tier ranges from three to 10 players deep 
depending on the team. What is clear is that most NHL teams agree 
there is a defined top tier of prospects and at some point after a select 
few picks, it drops off. 

If you’re Anaheim or Buffalo, obviously you’d like to get the No. 1 pick 
and get your choice of the crop. The consensus in the industry is those 
teams don’t have a lot to lose though in the lottery. 

“I feel there is a very good chance when we look back on this draft years 
from now the player that goes four or five could be just as good or better 
as the players who went one or two,” said one NHL scout. 

On the other side, if you’re one of the longshot teams, someone picking 
nine or lower, the lottery could be huge because of the fall off before that 
spot. 

“The ability to vault up from outside the top five, never mind the top 10, 
into that top range would be huge. The late (2002s) in Owen Power, 
Matthew Beniers and William Eklund I think will all help a team really 
soon with Power and Beniers at a premium position. The (2003s) at the 
top like Luke Hughes and the top Canadian (2003s) are all extremely 
talented, even if they carry more risk,” said another NHL scout. 

“This lottery I think is more about a chance for a later team to jump up a 
tier or two of talent as opposed to a higher team trying to hold on for a 
McDavid/Eichel,” said an NHL executive. 

The NHL lottery rules were changed for this season, with only two draws 
instead of three. Whoever wins the first pick is presumed to pick Power. It 
is less clear who will go No. 2. 

One theme of the 2021 NHL Draft is a lack of great depth at center at the 
top. Beniers is the only true consensus NHL center among the top 
prospects. Johnson, Lucius and McTavish are all listed as centers and 
have played the position at points in the last two years but not every NHL 
scout agrees they project as NHL centers and all lack footspeed that will 
scare teams with a very high pick. For teams that lack center depth, 
getting the No. 2 pick would be a way to lock in a good player at that 
position if they think Beniers projects as a 1C, something not every team 
agrees with. 

Even if the range of talent is tight at the top, winning the No. 1 or No. 2 
pick comes with a benefit for an organization of being able to choose, 
rather than have the choice made for them. 

“Most of us generally know the players that fit within a certain spot in the 
draft, but when you pick later you’re generally left with what’s left of the 
top group and those players may not always necessarily play the way 
you want,” said one NHL executive. “When you pick at the top, you get to 
define the type of player you want, the way you want your team to play, 
which is important to general managers. Do you want speed? Skill? 
Hardness? Luke Hughes plays a lot different than Brandt Clarke. Kent 
Johnson plays a lot differently than Dylan Guenther or Beniers.” 

And at the bare minimum, the tight grouping of talent at the top will make 
for a fun mock draft season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Vasilevskiy in the zone, Lightning put on defensive clinic 
vs. Hurricanes 

 

Eric Francis  

 

If anyone needed a reminder on how the Tampa Bay Lightning won the 
Stanley Cup last year, we draw your attention to the two-game defensive 
clinic they just put on in Raleigh. 

“If you’re going to sit here and say, ‘we’re going to go to Carolina and not 
give up a 5-on-5 goal in two games,’ I’d take that all day,” smiled 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper, following a 2-1 win over the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

“Yes, I’m happy with our defensive effort.” 

In a lineup peppered with an embarrassment of riches, Tuesday’s crown 
jewel was once again Andrei Vasilevskiy, who followed up his fourth 
straight Vezina Trophy nomination in the morning with a 31-save effort 
that has become as ho-hum as a Florida heat wave. 

On those rare nights when Nikita Kucherov, Brayden Point and Steven 
Stamkos are kept in check, the Lightning keep proving they’re confident 
in their ability to rely on team defence and a goalie who rarely lets them 
down. 

Coming 90 seconds away from a shutout, Vasilevskiy’s 31-save effort 
included two saves with his mask and plenty of help from his teammates, 
as well as his crossbar. 

“Vasi is a world-class goalie, don’t get me wrong,” said Cooper of the 
Russian star, who has turned aside 68 of 70 shots to snag a 2-0 series 
lead heading home. 

“When he’s in the zone I don’t know if there’s anybody better. It’s a luxury 
to have him back there, but I look at our team defence tonight. People 
will look at the shot clock and look and see the Lightning got outshot (32-
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15), but we look at the quality of shots and ask ‘can he see them?’ When 
we do break down he’s there for us. But it does make you sit an inch 
taller on the bench when you’ve got him back there.” 

The last goalie to earn four straight Vezina nominations was the NHL’s 
all-time win leader Martin Brodeur, which is incredible company to keep 
given Vasilevskiy is just 26 years old – an age when most goalies are just 
starting to get their NHL footing. 

Imagine when he starts to hit his prime? 

He’s the guy who easily could have won the Conn Smythe last year with 
a 1.90 GAA and .927 save percentage in the bubble. 

As an encore he followed it up with a career-best 2.21 GAA and 31 wins 
to lead the league in that category for the fourth year in a row. 

Yet, after another heroic performance, the post-game chatter revolved 
largely around game-winning goal scorer Anthony Cirelli and the 
monstrous game from Alex Killorn, who opened the evening’s scoring. 

Remaining Time -1:01 

Cirelli powers past Skjei before flipping backhand past Nedeljkovic 

One game earlier when Vasilevskiy had 37 saves, he wasn’t even 
brought in for Zoom interrogation as Brayden Point, Victor Hedman and 
game star Barclay Goodrow stole the show. 

That, quite simply, is how you win championships: every night it’s a 
different hero, while the absolute baseline is a goalie who always gives 
you a chance to win. 

“To be honest I thought they (Carolina) were much better in front of me, 
but we did such a great job in the blue paint I feel like I can block every 
shot tonight,” said Vaslievskiy, who admitted the Hurricanes generated 
more traffic in front of him, which his teammates did well to steer out of 
his way. 

“Just a great effort by our team. It was, I think, one of our best games so 
far in these playoffs.” 

Vasilevskiy, who won top goalie honours in 2018-19, credited the team in 
front of him for his latest nomination. 

It’s all part of a chicken or the egg discussion, but the bottom line is they 
all work together to be in what looks like an inevitable collision course 
with Colorado in the final. 

Road Warriors … again 

Steven Stamkos said winning the first two games of the series on the 
road – just as they had against the Florida Panthers in Round 1 – is 
“icing on the cake.” 

They did it first against a feisty state rival, and then against the division-
winning Canes, who sit top three in both special teams rankings. 

Asked how his team has become so comfortable in tight games featuring 
hostile environments like the one 16,000 fans created at PNC Arena the 
first two games of this series, Cooper had a great explanation. 

“We’ve been through them before and we’ve got a group that believes in 
how to play and what you need to do to shut a game down,” said the 
coach, whose club is now 32-1 when carrying a lead into the third period. 

“There’s a plan in place, but the guys have to go out and execute it, and 
they work so damn hard and they sacrifice. Cerny (Erik Cernak) is 
missing teeth and Killer (Killorn) is missing teeth and guys are blocking 
shots and just sacrificing everything just for the good of the team. 

And I think when you have that mentality and everybody puts the team 
first, good things and magical things can happen.” 

Remaining Time -1:01 

Killorn fires a wrist shot from the high slot beating Nedeljkovic 

Like winning a Cup, based on their re-jigged focus on playing tighter 
defensive hockey. 

“But there’s been the trials and tribulations,” he added, alluding to the 
first-round exit two years ago for the Presidents’ Trophy winners. 

“We’ve done it other ways as well and it hasn’t worked out. But when you 
find the recipe it’s well worth sticking to it and that’s what these guys 
have done.” 

War of attrition 

Killorn opened his post-game Zoom call by taking a swig of water using 
only the right side of his mouth, as the left side of his lip had just been 
zippered shut with a few stitches. 

It was a result of an inadvertent high stick from Andrei Svechnikov on the 
same play in which Cirelli scored the game winner by converting a 
backhand past Alex Nedeljkovic midway through the second period to 
take a 2-0 lead. 

“Luckily the goal happened on the play so I wasn’t complaining about 
anything,” shrugged Killorn, whose goal came seven minutes into the 
game to silence a crowd that had both teams pumped. 

Vincent Trocheck hobbled off the ice late in the second period, favouring 
his right leg late after a skate-on-skate collision with teammate Warren 
Foegele. He tried coming back in the third period, but lasted 16 seconds 
on the ice before departing for the dressing room for good. It was a 
troubling development for a Canes team that will likely be without Nino 
Niederreiter for the series. 

Remaining Time -0:46 

Trocheck collides skate-to-skate with Foegele, leaves game with injury 

The Bolts played without injured defenceman David Savard for the 
second straight game and were relieved to have Cernak back after he left 
game one following an awkward hit. 

Game 3 goes Thursday in Tampa. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs autopsy thoughts: Where did it go wrong and 
what’s next? 

 

Justin Bourne June 1, 2021, 1:01 PM 

 

By now you know what happened, so I’ll save you the preamble. After 
waking up this morning thinking about the Leafs (because apparently I 
hate myself), I’ve got some thoughts to share. Let’s run through five of 
them, shall we? 

1. Generally speaking William Nylander (and Nikolaj Ehlers in Winnipeg) 
get the 17 min TOI treatment against softer competition to help them 
thrive, which their respective coaches believe is the best way to get the 
most out of them. I don’t doubt they’re right, or that they’re at least on to 
something there. 

Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews are paid to handle the tougher 
competition and play more minutes. But I’m sure for Marner (and to a 
lesser extent Matthews) 25 mins of hard TOI — particularly over seven 
games in 12 days — is just too much. I didn’t see a lack of effort, I saw 
two guys that just ran out of gas. 

But here’s the thing: nobody gets mad at the actual Lamborghini when it 
runs out of gas. That’s on whoever’s operating the machine, in this case 
Sheldon Keefe. I think he’s done a good job with their group on the 
whole, but this is one of the two areas of real coaching critique I have for 
the demise of this team (the other being the power play, which we’ll get 
to). 

Remaining Time -6:44 

Keefe ‘devastated, disappointed’ after Maple Leafs’ loss to Canadiens 

Nylander doesn’t need to play 22 minutes-plus (as he did in Game 7), but 
I’m sure he could handle a consistent 18-19 minutes per 60 to help bring 
Marner back to 21-22. 
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Marner led all NHL forwards in ice time per game this season, playing 
22:26 a night. I’m all for going down with the ones who got you there, but 
adding 2.5 minutes to that per game in the playoffs seemed excessive. 
(Note: some of that time is overtime-related, but not all. It’s just a ton of 
ice over a full season and condensed series either way.) 

I do want to point out that this is primarily criticism of Marner’s heavy 
usage (and again, to a lesser extent Matthews, as he played fewer 
minutes and didn’t look as limited), and not Nylander’s. For all the talk 
around it while he was on his goal-scoring run, the Leafs’ dynamic 
Swede ended up having more total ice time than any single forward on 
the Habs. He was hardly stapled to the bench. 

2. Allow me a moment of pure speculation and armchair psychology. The 
Marner press conference after the game looked utterly painful for him, 
like he wanted to be defiant (it was on the fringe and he seemed to be 
fighting it) but halfway knew he hadn’t done enough to deserve the tone. 
In most circumstances he seems like a fun, talented guy, but also like 
one who’s probably gotten his way most of his life, and hasn’t had many 
uncomfortable moments. The scars of life are real, and in some cases 
necessary to help make us better people and players. Those games, and 
that presser too, felt like moments that will leave some lasting marks on 
him. 

Remaining Time -4:02 

Marner after loss: ‘Just couldn’t get it done’ 

3. Speaking of scars, I wonder how much of the narrative of “good in the 
room” gets shoveled into the trash with this Leafs team. I guess they 
didn’t think they had it “in the room” in the past, and boy, were the 
additions of Jumbo Joe, Nick Foligno, Wayne Simmonds and others sold 
as part of the fix there. The players told us it was, that they loved their 
group, and surely it’s part of why they were so heart-broken post-game. 
I’m sincere when I say that I’m sure the room was awesome. 

To be fair here, they did show some resiliency as a group, battling back 
from down 3-0 in Game 5 and 2-0 in Game 6, but in the end it wasn’t 
enough. 

I can’t help but wonder if in future years they revert back to something 
I’ve always thought: you can’t import character around a team’s core and 
change the team’s DNA. The character of the core is the character of the 
core, and having strong confident personalities around the fringes is 
great, but it’s Marner and Matthews and Nylander going over the boards 
in the big moments, not Thornton or Foligno or Simmonds. 

I don’t think the character of the Leafs’ core is an issue. The point is that 
bringing in people around it doesn’t alter what your team really is, so get 
the best players and accept that the team belongs to the players who 
play the minutes. If you don’t think those players have “it,” well, then 
you’ve got bigger problems to address. 

4. The Leafs were unlucky to lose John Tavares a few shifts into Game 1 
of this series, and if we’re being real, a healthy No. 91 would’ve likely 
been enough to push them over the hump in such a tight series. So, you 
can view that as bad luck, or view it as a flaw of the team’s construction. 
When you invest in, and rely so heavily on, just a few players you’re at 
risk of a single injury badly kneecapping your team and taking you from 
quite good to average. 

The salary cap is forcing teams into a situation where this will be more 
common. Teams will have players who get paid, players who make the 
minimum, and just a few in between. When you lose the guys who get 
paid, it’s gonna hurt. But not every team will accept that as a strategy, 
and so I do think it’s a fair criticism of teams who decide to go that route. 

Now, does that mean that next year they can’t have better injury luck and 
can’t have it all work out fine and dandy … of course it doesn’t mean that. 
But it’s a weakness, and one that ended up taking them out in 2021. 

5. I’m curious how the power play decision-making shook out in the 
coaches office, and it’s something I think fans deserve more answers on. 
Initially the plan was for Manny Malhotra to run it, and as far as I know, 
nothing changed there. But I’ve been on Keefe’s staff in the AHL when 
the PP has struggled, and his involvement in it gets ramped up each 
game the team doesn’t score. As slumps go on he’ll all but take it over, 
talking through the decision-making with the PP coach but making the 
final calls himself. 

I want to know how it shook out amongst the coaches, because it was a 
travesty and never got better. Marner played over 60 games on PP1 
flank this year and never once scored. That’s almost hard to accomplish. 
Morgan Rielly is a talented offensive player, but with slight flaws there: 
his vision gets called into question and he doesn’t have a big shot, which 
makes him a poor QB. Thornton was no help (particularly on recoveries) 
and still saw real minutes there. They’re still setting up in a 1-3-1 despite 
a dearth of shooters, their breakouts and entries struggled, I mean … 
overall percentages and chance-creation be damned, it looked really bad 
when they needed it most, and they have the talent to make it better. 

6. Finally, what now? 

I’m on team “Don’t entirely blow it up,” with the obvious caveat of “Of 
course listen to what other teams have to offer.” There’s no doubt this is 
a flawed group, but flawed groups win Cups too (isn’t it shocking to hear 
someone say that head on?), and I just don’t see a way they improve by 
trading one of their core forwards. And of course by “one of their core 
forwards” I mean “Mitch Marner,” who everyone is talking about here in 
the wake of his poor playoff performance and big salary. 

Teams are almost never made better by trading prime-aged stars. 
There’s also the example of the Oklahoma City Thunder of the NBA, who 
at once had James Harden, Russell Westbrook and Kevin Durant all pre- 
or early-prime. They blew it up after a few frustrating playoff 
performances, not being able to get over the hump. Then all those 
players got a tiny bit better, and now everyone would love to know if that 
group could have won a title together. Maybe they would have, maybe 
not, but their fans sure would’ve loved seeing them try. They haven’t 
been close since, and I’m guessing that’s been less hopeful and fun. 

Next year the Leafs are into the dead-on peak of the core of this team, 
hopefully before Tavares has aged too far out of his. I think you have to 
move on from Freddy Andersen and re-sign Zach Hyman (fingers-
crossed Campbell can repeat this year’s showing), and get to work 
piecing in around that group. In terms of youth, they need Nick Robertson 
to become a contributor, they need Rasmus Sandin to take over PP1 and 
log bigger minutes, and they need to mostly move on from the older guys 
they brought in who aren’t named Spezza and maybe Bogosian. 

Remaining Time -3:03 

What is Mitch Marner's future in Toronto? 

I say maybe because Travis Dermott doesn’t cost much and looks ready 
for a bigger role, so I’d want to keep him protected from Seattle (that 
maybe means exposing Kerfoot, who’s a nice player but would certainly 
free up more money for the Leafs, and someone has to go). Keeping 
Dermott would require Bogosian be willing to take a lesser role (that 
makes seven good D-men, as they had in this playoff run), which doesn’t 
seem entirely likely. 

That brings me to Rielly, who contributes, has a cheap deal, and might 
be the guy to go if someone has to go. If he does go, maybe Bogosian 
comes back into play as part of the Leafs main six. 

That Rielly money would be super-valuable to the team in terms of 
directions they could take things. Yes, he was good enough in this playoff 
run, but there’s no denying he’s been a part of a lot of failed runs now. 
Dermott and Sandin should get better and be able to take on more, and 
you have to also consider what you could get back for a guy like Rielly, 
which at his price would likely be an impressive return. If nothing else, 
the team should listen on him. 

The above thoughts would free up a good amount of money from 
Andersen, Rielly and Kerfoot, which would really open up fresh 
opportunities this off-season. There’s a boatload of ways the Leafs can 
go and just no clear answers yet. 

Everyone is frustrated today, and will be frustrated tomorrow, but a panic 
move in the days to come isn’t the answer. The team isn’t good enough, 
that’s for sure. But making them worse to scratch the “DO SOMETHING” 
itch isn’t the answer. 

Thanks for taking in all my Leafs content this season. It doesn’t end here, 
of course, it’s perpetual. But as one season closes and we look to the 
future, I want you to know I’ve appreciated your reading along the way. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs Round 2 Preview: Jets vs. 
Canadiens 

 

Rory Boylen 

 

Raise your hand if you had Winnipeg and Montreal in the North Division 
final when the season started. 

This was a second round series no one could have seen coming in 
January — not with all the promise around Toronto, growth in Edmonton, 
or shine in Vancouver after their playoff last season. Definitely not after 
Montreal’s hot start evaporated, and surely not when Winnipeg went ice 
cold at the end of the regular season. 

But one of these teams will be in the semifinal about two weeks from 
now, eight wins away from the Stanley Cup. 

Both teams are strong in goal. Both have experience, but also some 
younger players in the lineup. Both overcame being a Round 1 underdog 
— Winnipeg may hold the advantage, at least early, because they have 
the benefit of resting after a sweep, where Montreal will be two days 
removed from a seven-game series wrapping up. 

The Montreal Canadiens or Winnipeg Jets: Who will be Canada’s 
champion? 

Here’s how the teams match up. 

ADVANCED STATS 

Regular season 5-on-5 numbers via Natural Stat Trick 

Winnipeg: 48.21 CF% (21st), 51.90 GF% (15th), .924 SV% (6th), 8.56 
SH% (9th) 

Montreal: 54.50 CF% (2nd), 50.72 GF% (17th), .914 SV% (21st), 7.50 
SH% (25th) 

REGULAR SEASON TEAM STATS 

Winnipeg: 23.0 PP% (7th), 80.5 PK% (13th), 3.04 GF/G (12th), 2.71 
GA/G (10th) 

Montreal: 19.2 PP% (17th), 78.5 PK% (23rd), 2.82 GF/G (17th), 2.95 
GA/G (18th) 

HEAD TO HEAD RECORD 

Winnipeg: 6-3-0 

Montreal: 3-3-3 

Series broadcast schedule 

Game 1, Wed., June 2: 7:30 p.m. ET / 4:30 p.m. PT (SN / CBC) 

Game 2, Fri., June 4: 7:30 p.m. ET / 4:30 p.m. PT (SN / CBC) 

Game 3, Sun., June 6: 6 p.m. ET / 3 p.m. PT (SN) 

Game 4, Mon., June 7: TBD (SN / CBC) 

*Game 5, Wed., June 9: TBD (TBD) 

*Game 6, Fri., June 11: TBD (TBD) 

*Game 7, Sun., June 13: TBD (TBD) 

THE STORY OF HOW THEY GOT HERE 

Winnipeg Jets: Proof that how you end a regular season doesn’t 
necessarily signal how your playoffs will go, Winnipeg went 3-9-0 in their 
last 12 games and the signs couldn’t have been more ominous. Pierre-
Luc Dubois missed Game 1, Nikolaj Ehlers missed the first two games of 
the series and it could have been a rough ride for the Jets. 

On paper, Winnipeg didn’t have a ton to be optimistic about. They were 
coming in cold, without a couple key players, and with a defensive 
weakness that Edmonton seemed easy to exploit. The Oilers had 
dominated the regular season series between the two after all, winning 
seven of the nine meetings, and Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl 
were well-equipped to get inside a leaky Jets defence. That’s what they 
had done all season. 

Then the Jets swept the Oilers aside. 

Granted the series didn’t play as one-sided as a sweep would indicate. 
On the contrary, Edmonton carried the 5-on-5 play through most of it, 
three of the games went to overtime, and the one that didn’t was a 4-1 
decision with two empty-net goals. The Jets, as they are designed to do, 
leaned on Connor Hellebuyck for a great performance and he came 
through, as did Winnipeg’s forward depth, which was the other 
advantage they had over Edmonton. Adam Lowry was a difference-
maker, Mason Appleton had moments, as did Andrew Copp. 

Then, when it came to crunch time, their three overtime winners came 
from largely expected places: Ehlers, Paul Stastny and Kyle Connor with 
the series-winner. 

“At the end of this it’s four games with one shot (difference),” Jets coach 
Paul Maurice said after the series win. “And we had to weather storms at 
times when they were dominant and then we had those times as well. 4-0 
isn’t particularly fair or indicative of how tight that was.” 

The Jets had to weather their share of storms at time this season, 
starting with a very early one with the trade of Patrik Laine and Jack 
Roslovic to Winnipeg for Pierre-Luc Dubois. He had to quarantine for two 
weeks upon landing in Canada and then was injured two games into his 
time as a Jet. He’s not been the regular Line 2 centre we’d presumed him 
to be in Winnipeg, instead playing on Stastny’s wing in these playoffs. 

They started fading at the wrong time. Their defence, which hasn’t been 
the same since Jacob Trouba, Dustin Byfuglien and Tyler Myers all 
departed, allowed more high danger chances against than any playoff 
team this season. Different key players had lulls at different times, but 
each one of them has bounced back and now they seem prepared to 
give any team a fit. 

In Round 2 of the North Division playoffs, there will be another back-to-
back situation with Games 3 and 4 and so the schedule will be tight. That 
Winnipeg will have had nine days to rest between games while their 
opponent has just one could be a big factor in this round. 

The bottom line, though, is that while there has been some attrition to this 
roster in recent seasons, the remaining core has the experience and 
leadership desired at this time of season. They adapt well, have been 
through tough losses, and learn from it. Those characteristics should 
serve them well, too. 

“That’s what they do,” Maurice said. “These guys will take what we 
weren’t good at the night before and apply it.” 

Remaining Time -1:52 

Maurice not thinking about momentum as Jets await start of next series 

Montreal Canadiens: An improbable comeback against the best team in 
the North Division this season is how the Canadiens are here. Carey 
Price at the peak of his powers, the team MVP in Round 1, is how they’re 
here. And a suffocating, committed, patient team defence in Game 7 
where they frustrated the Leafs’ attempts at zone entries time and again 
is why the Habs are here. 

Montreal is playing with house money now, already exceeding 
expectations. Game 1 is going to be a tough one for them, because they 
could be gassed coming in just two days after Game 7 while the Jets are 
rested. And then there is another back-to-back situation for Games 3 and 
4 in this series — by the time Game 4 is over the Habs will have played 
11 games in 19 days. For context, Vancouver’s difficult schedule at the 
end of the season amounted to 11 games in 17 days. 

But count this team out at your own peril. 

The kids came to play. Nick Suzuki, Cole Caufield, Jesperi Kotkaniemi all 
played bigger roles and executed as the series went along. The vets 
pulled through — Brendan Gallagher with the big Game 7 opening goal, 
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Josh Anderson with plenty of chances if only one goal in the series, and 
of course, Price playing amazing. Their defence frustrated the Leafs’ 
attack when it came down to it and they showed what a killer instinct 
looks like, especially in Game 7. They have it and, sometimes, that’s 
enough. 

We could get into Montreal’s tumultuous season, how they sometimes 
struggled against Winnipeg, or how they haven’t been close to the team 
we saw in January. But it doesn’t matter. They got through Toronto for 
entirely different reasons and their biggest challenge in Round 2 might 
simply be the schedule and that the Jets have had time to exhale. 

Winnipeg Jets X-Factor: Connor Hellebuyck 

As long as Price continues to do what he did in Round 1, the Jets will 
need Hellebuyck to answer. He stole Round 1 from the Oilers and needs 
to be at that level again. 

With Price playing as he is, if the Habs score three times it’s probably 
enough to win. Hellebuyck allowed three goals or more against Montreal 
in six of their nine regular season meetings, but did win six of the nine 
games. It’s just that the formula has changed on Montreal’s side — 
playoff Price is back. 

Montreal Canadiens X-Factor: Phillip Danault 

With a fully healthy Jets lineup, the depth they will be able to throw at 
Montreal up front is going to be a lot to handle. The loss of John Tavares 
hurt Toronto, but not only do the Jets have a full second line intact, but 
Adam Lowry’s third line is one of the league’s best and caused 
headaches for the Oilers. 

Danault’s focus in Round 1 was on shutting down Auston Matthews, and 
he was pretty successful at that. He only recorded one assist and wasn’t 
on the ice for a single 5-on-5 goal in the series, but if he can similarly 
slow down Mark Scheifele and Winnipeg’s top line, it would significantly 
lessen Winnipeg’s advantage in its forward depth. 
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TSN.CA / Time for hockey world to recognize brutal history of anti-
Indigeneity 

Last week it was announced that the remains of 215 Indigenous children 
were found on the site of a former residential school in B.C., but by 
Monday morning neither the NHL nor any of its teams had issued a 
statement or posted an acknowledgement of the tragedy on social media. 
That matters when it is abundantly clear that racism remains a prevalent 
problem in hockey, Shireen Ahmed writes. 

 

By Shireen Ahmed 

 

Last week, the Tk’emlúps te Secwepemc First Nation in Kamloops, B.C. 
announced that the remains of 215 Indigenous children were found on 
the site of a former residential school. The news shocked and devastated 
much of the country. Indigenous communities grieved openly and looked 
inward to their communities for comfort in light of the horrific news. 

It took more than two days for the Canadian government to declare it 
would lower flags on all federal buildings and the Peace Tower to half-
mast – but only after the request was posted on Twitter by R. Stacey 
Laforme, chief of the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. 

This delay in taking action to immediately address the grief and trauma 
Indigenous communities are experiencing is a problem. The anger is 
palpable. 

    If you had no prior knowledge about Residential Schools until you 
heard about the 215 children’s remains that were uncovered recently.... 
you should absolutely be outraged by the level at which you were lied to; 
by the secrets kept from you about the true history of “Canada”. 

    — Chief Lady Bird   ᐅᑮᒪᑫᐧᐱᓀᐢ (@chiefladybird) May 31, 2021 

We could dive deeply into why teams like the Toronto Raptors issued a 
statement and lowered the flags at the OVO Athletic Centre or why the 
Canadian Football League and Edmonton Elks issued statements on 
social media, and why the Canadian Premier League and its clubs spoke 
out. 

    #REMEMBER215 pic.twitter.com/XWX7J8jNXm 

    — CFL (@CFL) May 31, 2021 

But there was little reaction from the hockey world until the Professional 
Women's Hockey Players Association (PWHPA) held a moment of 
silence to mourn the 215 lost lives before the final game of the Secret 
Dream Gap Tour on Sunday night in Calgary. 

    Last week, the bodies of 215 children were found on the grounds of 
Kamloops Indian Residential School in Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc First 
Nation territory. 

    Today, the PWHPA mourns these 215 lost lives. 

    We encourage all Canadians to visit https://t.co/4xazGPKDXa to learn 
more. pic.twitter.com/lDIM9VyGMd 

    — PWHPA (@PWHPA) May 30, 2021 

By Monday morning, neither the National Hockey League nor any of its 
teams had issued a statement or posted an acknowledgement of the 
tragedy on social media. That matters when it is abundantly clear that 
racism remains a prevalent problem in hockey. 

Just last week, Edmonton Oilers defenceman Ethan Bear of the 
Ochapowace Nation was the target of racist abuse on social media after 
a playoff loss. Bear courageously faced cameras and spoke out against 
this wretched behaviour. The tweet featuring Bear’s video statement is 
pinned to the Oilers’ Twitter account, but the team has yet to say 
anything about the children’s bodies found in Kamloops, or the effect on 
the community. 

How could the Oilers or other teams be so fresh from speaking out in 
support of Bear but then stay silent on matters that are inherently tied to 
the racism Bear faces? If Bear elected to speak publicly that is his 
choice. But his comments should not provide a shield for organizations, 
front offices, referees, coaches, or players to not think about their own 
relationship with anti-racism efforts in hockey. 

Bear stated that he was speaking out for the “next generation.” But what 
about his team’s support for the previous generation? What about their 
memory? It costs nothing for a team to show compassion and empathy. 
We know that hockey communities rally together in the face of tragic 
events. 

The present can’t be fully embraced without a reckoning of the past. The 
reality is that the last federally run residential school closed in 1996. The 
efforts to rid Indigenous communities of their beautiful traditions and 
customs was an act of cultural genocide, and hockey was used in that 
brutal plot to “assimilate the Indian people in all respects with the other 
inhabitants of the Dominion.”  

Indigenous people are deeply connected to the world of hockey through 
residential schools. In some situations, hockey was the only respite from 
abuse, homesickness, isolation and anxiety. It was an opportunity to 
travel, make friends, and enjoy the sport. There were moments of joy 
within the calamity. 

Hockey was once a tool of oppression, but it can now be used as a tool 
of collaboration and accountability, which is why the sport’s 
organizations, team executives, coaches, and players need to pay 
attention. 

Some teams were prompted by their own humanity, recognizing the deep 
pain and ongoing trauma of Indigenous communities warranted a 
statement of support and condolence. 

Canadian Hockey League teams, including the Peterborough Petes and 
the Oshawa Generals, issued statements on Monday.  

      Today at 2:15, we remember. Thinking of our friends and partners 
@Tkemlups  #Kamloops #everychildmatters #215children 
pic.twitter.com/pnOfYKmKD6 
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    — Kamloops Blazers (@blazerhockey) May 31, 2021 

The Vancouver Canucks posted a strong statement Monday afternoon 
that included the sentence: “We acknowledge the genocide of the 
Indigenous community and as Canadians must do more toward real truth 
and reconciliation.” 

The use of language is critical. Indigenous communities don’t need the 
words of settlers to verify what happened to them. But the very least we 
can do is recognize the brutal history of anti-Indigeneity that is part of the 
fabric of this country and has implications today. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs held a “moment of reflection” for the victims 
before Game 7 against the Montreal Canadiens on Monday night. The 
Canadiens issued a statement a few hours before that same game. The 
Winnipeg Jets also shared their thoughts on social media. 

On-air commentators and analysts wore orange ribbons and clothing in 
support of the Indigenous children who perished due to state-sanctioned 
violence. The National Hockey League Players’ Association also issued a 
statement.  

In addition to these efforts, there must be a place for continued learning 
about the Canadian history that many of us were never taught in the 
schools we attended. This deliberate exclusion was an intentional 
omission to devalue the lives of the people whose land was stolen. It is 
never too late to learn, and it should be a high priority to hockey 
communities and allies alike. 

I wonder how young Indigenous hockey players across the country felt 
when the teams they love and cheer for did not offer any public support 
to Indigenous communities or organizations for days. Do we see them? 
Does hockey care? 

This isn’t about rushing to comment, it is about committing to 
understanding why recognition and steps towards reconciliation matter.  

Last year Canadiens goaltender Carey Price, who hails from Ulkatcho 
First Nation, joined the voices of Black and Indigenous players calling out 
not only racism in hockey but in the history of Indigenous peoples. Price 
and Bear should not have to carry this mantle alone. 

In 2020, the PWHPA committed to anti-racism education led by Dr. 
Courtney Szto, and had land acknowledgement stickers on their helmets 
throughout the Dream Gap Tour. Their commitment is not simply words; 
it is action. Their intention is not just to talk the talk but walk the walk. 
With all the resources available to men’s hockey, this is possible and 
necessary. 

Hockey connects people and can also be used to teach those who love 
the sport about the times when hockey wasn’t a tool of empowerment or 
goodness. These stories are all a part of hockey history, and denying the 
bad hinders the good.  

Leagues, teams and players have considerable platforms with the means 
to share information and be positive influences. They should show 
empathy and compassion not because they feel forced, but because it is 
the right thing to do. 

As teams continue to post and express their condolences I hope they 
consider ways in which they can respond in a sincere and timely manner 
to events that deeply hurt part of the hockey community. 

Judging from what we know of real Canadian history, this will not be the 
last time. 
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TSN.CA / Lawsuit alleges Blackhawks gave sexual abuser positive 
reference letter 

A former high school hockey player who alleges he was sexually abused 
by a former Chicago Blackhawks coach is suing the National Hockey 
League franchise for allegedly providing a positive employment reference 
to the coach despite knowing he was a sexual predator. 

 

By Rick Westhead 

 

Content Warning: The following article contains references to sexual 
assault. 

A former high school hockey player who alleges he was sexually abused 
by a former Chicago Blackhawks coach is suing the National Hockey 
League franchise for allegedly providing a positive employment reference 
to the coach despite knowing he was a sexual predator. 

The plaintiff, who is referred to as “John Doe (2)” in court documents, 
alleges that former Blackhawks video coach Brad Aldrich, who no longer 
works for the franchise, sexually assaulted him on March 6, 2013, when 
Aldrich was an assistant coach on a high school team in Houghton, 
Mich., and the plaintiff was a 16-year-old player. 

“At an end of season gathering for the players, Aldrich provided alcohol 
to the then minor plaintiff and performed oral sex on the plaintiff without 
his consent,” the six-page lawsuit says. 

The lawsuit was filed on May 26 in Cook Circuit Court in Chicago. The 
plaintiff is seeking damages in excess of $50,000. Blackhawks 
spokesman Adam Rogowin declined to comment. 

"As this is a pending litigation matter, it would be inappropriate for us to 
comment," he wrote in an email to TSN. 

The lawsuit was filed weeks after an unnamed member of the 2010 
Stanley Cup-winning Blackhawks team sued the franchise over Aldrich’s 
alleged behaviour. In that case, the plaintiff, referred to as “John Doe,” 
alleged Aldrich was watching pornography and began to masturbate in 
front of the player without his consent in May 2010. 

The former Blackhawks player also alleged that Aldrich also sent him 
“inappropriate text messages” and threatened him “physically, financially 
and emotionally” if he “did not engage in sexual activity.” 

According to the former NHL player’s claim, the then-Blackhawks player 
reported Aldrich's alleged misconduct in May 2010 to James F. Gary, the 
team’s mental skills coach. Gary allegedly convinced the former player 
that the sexual assault was his fault and had permitted the assault to 
occur. 

Referring to the former NHL player's lawsuit, the former high school 
player alleges that the Blackhawks failed to properly respond to the 
allegation of sexual assault by Aldrich and failed to investigate, 
adjudicate and terminate his employment. 

Instead, the former high school player’s suit alleges the NHL team 
“Provided positive references to future employers for Bradley Aldrich as a 
hockey coach despite having knowledge of his sexual assaults and failed 
to report Bradley Aldrich to any hockey or coaching organizations of 
oversight.” 

The former high school player’s lawyer, Susan Loggans, wrote in court 
documents that the Blackhawks acted “with utter indifference or 
conscious disregard for the safety of others, including plaintiff.” 

According to Chicago radio station WBEZ, Aldrich is now 38 and was 
convicted in 2013 of an unrelated fourth-degree criminal sexual conduct 
involving a student in Michigan. It’s unclear whether that student is “John 
Doe (2).” Aldrich is a registered sex offender in Michigan, WBEZ 
reported. 
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USA TODAY / Goalie gets emotional after Maple Leafs' latest playoff 
collapse, leaving Toronto with offseason of questions 

 

Mike Brehm 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 2, 2021 

 

Toronto Maple Leafs goalie Jack Campbell was distraught after the 
Montreal Canadiens' series-clinching 3-1 victory in Game 7 on Monday 
night. 

A shot from Brendan Gallagher squeezed through his legs to give the 
Canadiens a 1-0 lead in the second period and Montreal went on to 
complete a comeback from a 3-1 series deficit.  

"It’s just tough," Campbell said in near tears. "I just think of how hard our 
team battled and for it to end on the worst goal of my career, to happen 
in Game 7, is not acceptable."  

Though the shot was one that Campbell would like back, goaltending 
was not the issue during the Maple Leafs' collapse that kept them from 
their first playoff series victory since 2004. 

The high-powered Maple Leafs appeared in great shape heading into the 
playoffs after winning the North Division and facing a team that was 18 
points behind them in the standings. With a Canadian team guaranteed 
to make the NHL semifinals, a shot at winning their first Stanley Cup 
since 1967 seemed possible. 

In many ways, this collapse seems the worst in their history because they 
were seemingly in control after winning Game 4. 

But Auston Matthews, who scored 41 times in the regular season, had 
one goal in the playoffs. Mitch Marner, who had 67 points in 55 games, 
was limited to four assists and had the turnover that led to Gallagher's 
goal. 

Zach Hyman had one goal, trade deadline acquisition Nick Foligno had 
one assist and their power play efficiency was 13% — scoring three 
times on 23 chances — down from 20%. 

"We're a team that excels with the lead and we didn't get a lead once 
going into those last couple games," said Marner. 

Injuries played a role, with John Tavares being taken off on a stretcher in 
Game 1 and defenseman Jake Muzzin missing part of Game 6 and all of 
Game 7. They were also stymied by Canadiens goalie Carey Price. 

General manager Kyle Dubas has decisions to make, especially with the 
all-Canada division disbanding next season and the Maple Leafs 
returning to a division that includes the Boston Bruins, Tampa Bay 
Lightning and Florida Panthers — all teams that werein the playoffs. 

Forwards Matthews, Marner, Tavares and William Nylander, the lone 
consistent scorer in the playoffs with five goals, are locked in long term. 
So are defensemen Muzzin and T.J Brodie, and Morgan Rielly has a 
year left on his deal. But there are a dozen unrestricted free agents, 
including Hyman, veterans Foligno, Joe Thornton and Jason Spezza and 
goalie Frederik Andersen. 

Campbell, who had a 1.81 goals-against average and .934 save 
percentage in the playoffs, is the lone goalie under contract next season. 
His strong play with Andersen injured carried the Maple Leafs down the 
stretch and earned him a nomination for the Masterton Trophy for 
perseverance. 

"I think the team counts on me to be better and I know I can be a lot 
better than that," Campbell said of Monday's loss. "I’m going to get back 
to work and be better." 

The Maple Leafs will need to do the same. 

North Division second-rounders to watch 

With the Maple Leafs and Edmonton Oilers upset, the North Division final 
won't have Matthews, Marner, Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. 

So who are the players to watch? 

Winnipeg Jets: Goalie Connor Hellebuyck, last year's Vezina Trophy 
winner; Mark Scheifele, a two-way center who helped shut down 
McDavid; defenseman Neal Pionk, who did likewise, and forward Nikolaj 
Ehlers, a 25-year-old who's on the rise. 

Canadiens: Price, the franchise's all-time winningest goalie; rookie Cole 
Caufield; rising forward Nick Suzuki, plus former Stanley Cup winners 
Tyler Toffoli and Corey Perry. 

Cizikas comes through 

New York Islanders forward Casey Cizikas had been without a goal since 
April 1. But he took an advantage of a Bruins pass deflecting off a 
teammate's skate and scored on a breakaway in overtime Monday for a 
4-3 series-tying victory. 

"It’s been a real long time," he said. "You’re just trying to do the right 
things in overtime, be in the right spots. I was lucky enough for that puck 
to pop off into the middle and give me an opportunity to get that one." 

The goal was also his first in the playoffs since 2015. 

"This is sort of a character win for us and there’s no one that has bigger 
character in our dressing room and is more loved than Casey," said 
Islanders coach Barry Trotz. 

Tuesday's playoff game 

Tampa Bay at Carolina, 7:30, NBCSN. Lightning lead 1-0. 
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