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Hurricanes, running out of options, can’t change players ... but can change goalies  

By Luke DeCock  

Nothing against Alex Nedeljkovic, but the Carolina 
Hurricanes need a 1,000-volt shock to their system and 
there’s only one way to get it. 

When you can’t change the players, change the goalie. 

Petr Mrazek hasn’t played in more than three weeks, but 
down 2-0 to the Tampa Bay Lightning, home-ice advantage 
squandered, the Hurricanes have nothing to lose and 
everything to gain. 

As long as their popgun offense continues to misfire -- they 
haven’t scored a five-on-five goal in this series -- they need a 
goalie who can outplay Andrei Vasilevskiy at the other end. 
Nedeljkovic, for all his strengths, hasn’t been able to do that 
in a pair of 2-1 losses. He bounced back from his Game 1 
gaffe with a better performance in Game 2, but still gave up 
two goals on 15 shots. 

Mrazek, at his very best, may have a higher ceiling. Whether 
he can get there is a gamble Rod Brind’Amour has to make. 

The Hurricanes are in desperate need of a spark from 
somewhere, and yet there’s nothing they can, or should, 
change strategically. They’re doing what has generally 
brought them success throughout the season; they’re just not 
doing it well enough. Their goal-scorers have gone so cold, 
there aren’t many options left. 

This isn’t a team built to win if Andrei Svechnikov and Martin 
Necas aren’t scoring five-on-five goals, if Teuvo Teravainen 
isn’t setting them up, if it gets only a single goal from Warren 
Foegele and Jordan Martinook and Jesper Fast. And that’s 
when Vincent Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter are uninjured 
and available -- not that either of them was denting the back 
of the net with frequency, either, as well as Trocheck had 
played before his leg-to-leg collision with Foegele on 
Tuesday. 

There are probably a few little tweaks to be made, but not a 
lot, and what’s the point of creating more chances if they 
can’t finish those, either? 

So: Roll the dice with Mrazek. 

Hope Mrazek can harness the motivation of being left behind 
for the entire postseason and show up Thursday night with 
something to prove. 

Hope making the switch from a popular rookie who has 
carried the team through the postseason serves as a wakeup 
call to an underperforming group of forwards. 

Hope this will shake something, anything loose. 

It’s a little awkward to be sure, with Mrazek marinating on the 
bench for almost a month as Nedeljkovic claimed the job. It 
wasn’t the Hurricanes’ plan to roll this long with Nedeljkovic, 
but he earned that run during the Nashville series. That kind 
of thing happens in the playoffs, which so often take on a life 
of their own, from game to game, series to series. 

When Cam Ward took over for the struggling Martin Gerber 
when the Hurricanes dropped the first two games of a series 
at home in 2006, Ward at least got a period and change of 
relief work in Game 2 to get his feet wet before getting 
thrown to the lions in Montreal. 

Mrazek wouldn’t have that advantage, but he’s also a 
veteran who has been through this before, which Ward had 
not. Rusty as Mrazek may be, it’s one of the few levers 
Brind’Amour has left to pull. It’s a risk he has to take. 

The Hurricanes are running out of bodies and running out of 
options. They haven’t been able to crack Vasilevskiy, but 
they haven’t made it hard enough on him, either. If they’re 
not going to score on him, they need their goalie to outplay 
him. Nedeljkovic hasn’t been able to do that. Perhaps 
Mrazek can. 

Hurricanes at Lightning 

What: Game 3, Round 2 of the Stanley Cup Playoffs 

When: 8 p.m., Thursday 

Where: Amalie Arena, Tampa, Fla. 

Watch: USA
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Hurricanes could be down two of top three regular-season goal-scorers for Game 3  

By Luke DeCock  

Vincent Trocheck was still being examined Wednesday 
morning after his high-speed ankle-to-ankle collision with 
Warren Foegele late in Tuesday’s second period, Carolina 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Trocheck went straight to the bench, unable to put any 
weight on his right leg, and lasted all of one 16-second shift 
in the third period before departing for good. 

“That’s another challenge we’re going to have to overcome,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

With Nino Niederreiter not traveling with the team to Florida, 
the Hurricanes go into Game 3 at the Tampa Bay Lightning 
without their second- and third-leading goal-scorers from the 
regular season having yet to score a five-on-five goal in a 
pair of 2-1 home losses to open the series. Only Sebastian 
Aho (24) had more goals than Niederreiter (20) or Trocheck 
(17) going into the playoffs. 

“It’s not nice to see your buddy go down,” Aho said. “That’s 
been all year for us. We’ve been missing players, big 
players, a lot of players at the same time. It’s always the next 
man up.” 

Perspectives 

The Hurricanes outshot the Lightning 70-45 in the two games 
in Raleigh, and each coach had a very different perspective 
on the 32-15 disparity Tuesday night. 

Brind’Amour: “That’s why these are harder losses. Game 1, I 
thought if we weren’t the better team, we were close. ... 
(Tuesday) felt like a very similar game from my standpoint, 
so what more can you do? We’re going to try to tweak some 
things and get better here and there and adjust a little bit. But 
if you had said to me we’re going to give up 15 shots, or 20, 
in two games against the Tampa Bay Lightning, I’d say that’s 
pretty good.” 

Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper: “People will look at the shot 
clock and sit there and say, ‘Wow, look they plainly got 
outshot.’ But we look at, were they quality shots? Could our 
goalie see them? That’s what we want to do for him. Let him 
see shots, clear rebounds and when we do break down he’s 
there for us.” 

Road warriors 

The Lightning have opened both of their playoff series on the 
road and won all four opening games: The first two games at 
the Florida Panthers in the first round, and now the first two 
games in Raleigh in the second. 

“I just think we know how important it is to win on the road in 
the playoffs, how tough it is, especially in a building like this,” 
Lightning forward Steven Stamkos said. “It was rocking the 
last two games so to come in here and get both wins was 
huge. We know how hard it is to win this time of the year, 
period, so to come in here it’s a huge lift for us. We get to 
come home in front of our fans who will be just as rowdy.” 

The last Stanley Cup winner to lead 2-0 in each of its first 
two series the next spring: The Pittsburgh Penguins in 2017, 
who went on to repeat as champions. 

Tailwinds 

Both of Andrei Svechnikov’s goals in the postseason have 
come with one net empty — the first to seal the Game 1 win 
over the Nashville Predators, and Tuesday night’s with Alex 
Nedeljkovic on the bench for an extra attacker. … One area 
of success for the Hurricanes in this series: They have 
allowed only one power-play goal on five Tampa chances. 
The Lightning connected at a 40 percent clip in the first 
round. … The Hurricanes have allowed the first goal in seven 
of eight playoff games. They scored first in five of eight 
playoff games in 2020.
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The Hurricanes won the last time they were in Tampa. Why not again?  

By Chip Alexander  

It’s worth noting the Carolina Hurricanes won the last time 
they played at Tampa Bay’s Amalie Arena. 

Goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic was in net for the Canes, 
making 26 saves against the Lightning. 

Jordan Staal scored what would be the game-winning goal in 
the 4-1 victory. 

Steven Lorentz also scored as Morgan Geekie and Cedric 
Paquette had the assists, the Canes’ fourth line contributing. 

That should be in the Canes’ collective memory bank when 
Game 3 of their second-round playoff series is played 
Thursday night. The Canes beat the Lightning and goalie 
Andrei Vasilevskiy, at their place, on April 20. 

At this point, trailing 2-0 in the playoff series after two close 
home-ice losses, the Canes need to draw on all the positives 
they can. It’s a tough predicament and maybe 
insurmountable, but the Canes aren’t backing away from the 
challenge against last year’s Stanley Cup champion. 

“We’ve got to stick to our game plan,” Nedeljkovic said 
Wednesday. “We can’t deviate. We know what works best 
for us and what made us successful and there’s no need to 
change that right now.  

“We’ve played two pretty good games so far. We haven’t 
really gotten the bounces that maybe we’d get normally. But 
that’s how it goes. Sometimes, you get those bounces and 
sometimes you don’t. We just have to stick with what works 
for us and hopefully sooner than later we get a bounce and 
that jumpstarts us and we take it from there.” 

In their last game in Tampa, the Canes’ Nino Niederreiter 
had a goal and assist and was named the game’s first star. 
Center Vincent Trocheck set up Niederreiter for his score 
with a nice backhand pass into the slot in the second period 
for a 1-0 lead -- yes, the Canes scored first that game and 
never lost the lead. 

Ah, the rub. Neither may be in the lineup Thursday.  

Niederreiter, who has an upper-body injury, has not played in 
the series and won’t be with the Canes on the trip, Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said Wednesday. Trocheck, who 
appeared to injure a leg in Game 2, was still being evaluated 
and his status remains unknown, Brind’Amour indicated. 

Geekie, who has not been used in the playoffs, might draw 
back into the lineup. Paquette has played the past two 
games with Niederreiter out. 

The Canes and Lightning were tied 1-1 in the third period of 
Game 1 when Tampa Bay’s Barclay Goodrow got off a tight-
angle shot that got through Nedeljkovic at the shortside post. 
It was the kind of goal that sucked the air out of PNC Arena 
and the deciding goal in Tampa Bay’s 2-1 victory. 

Nedeljkovic, to his credit, does not try to hide from giving up 
the bad goal.  

“Personally, I kind of dropped the ball in that first game 
there,” Nedeljkovic said. “One mistake. We might have been 
playing five overtimes if I don’t have that little blunder there. 
But it is what it is and you’ve got to move on.” 

Nedeljkovic aaid the Canes did not give the Lightning much 
in Game 2, limiting Tampa Bay to 15 shots and only a few 
chances on the rush. 

“They honestly didn’t get a lot of great looks and it’s a little 
frustrating when you hold them to 15 shots and you give up 
two (goals),” he said. “Eventually we’re going to get a bounce 
here, hopefully, and that can kind of open the floodgates for 
us and we can get going and play with a little more 
confidence maybe.” 

It should be noted the Hurricanes were beginning a four-
game road trip in Florida in April and were beaten by Tampa 
Bay 3-2 in overtime in the first game. The next night, 
Nedeljkovic and the Canes responded with their 4-1 win, 
then twice beat the Florida Panthers. 

Brind’Amour said he expected a similar, strong response 
Thursday. 

“It’s the group, the character in the group,” he said. “Nobody 
knows the outcome, knows how the bounces are going to go 
or all that stuff, but I know how our guys are going to come to 
play. They’re going to give everything they can. 

“Why do I say that? Just watch us all year. That’s why.” 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Tampa Bay Lightning 

Game 3, Stanley Cup playoff series 

Thursday, 8 p.m. Amalie Arena, Tampa. 

TV: USA
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Gold: Canes, Brind'Amour no stranger to 2-0 rallies 

By Adam Gold 

Raleigh, N.C. — We have a hummingbird feeder hanging 
behind the door going out to the backyard on the screened-in 
porch. Now, this isn't the first hummingbird reference I've 
used in these rambling thoughts before or after playoff 
games, but you can learn a lot from watching nature at work. 
The hummingbirds are always hungry, always crowding and 
fighting for position at the feeder. If they don't get to the 
sugar water first there might be nothing left. There's a lesson 
to be learned there, I think... 

The Carolina Hurricanes have been in this situation before. 
In 2006, they dropped the opening two games at home to 
Montreal in the opening round of the playoffs. They trailed 1-
0 into the middle of the 3rd period when some guy named 
Rod Brind’Amour won a race to a loose puck and tied the 
score, forcing overtime. From there, Eric Staal’s game 
winner set the Canes back on track for a 4-2 series win. 

Oh, but these circumstances are different. That Hurricanes 
team was better than this version. Not necessarily on paper, 
but in reality. That team was also healthier than this one. 
Yes, Erik Cole was still almost two months from returning 
from a neck fracture, but the balance of that team was in 
tact. 

The real difference in situations, however, isn’t within 
Carolina’s line up. It’s the opponent. Tampa Bay is stacked 
with dangerous players up and down the line up. From 
Brayden Point and Nikita Kucherov on the top line to Ross 
Colton and notorious Canes-killer Tyler Johnson on the 
bottom, the Lightning can do damage throughout. They’re 
not the upstart 2006 Canadiens. 

They’re not even the 2002 version of the Habs to which the 
Canes trailed 2-1 in the series and 3-0 in the 3rd period of 
Game 4 in Montreal. That was the Miracle at Molson game. 
The Hurricanes, who had scored just four goals in three 
games against Montreal goaltender Jose Theodore, scored 
three times in the 3rd, tying the game with 41 seconds left on 
a goal by Cole to force overtime. Then Niclas Wallin won it 
just over three minutes into extra time and the Canes didn’t 
lose again in the series. 

But this is very different and, over morning coffee and the 
hummingbird display, I was thinking about how and what has 
to happen for the Hurricanes to even have a chance to bring 
this series back to Raleigh next week for a Game 5. 

1-Tonight, the Canes will skate against without Nino 
Niederreiter (upper body) for the third straight game and 
possibly without Vincent Trocheck, who couldn’t finish 
Tuesday’s Game 2 after a knee-to-knee collision with 
teammate Warren Foegele late in the 2nd period. If Trocheck 

can’t make it to the starting gate it means that Steven 
Lorentz, Morgan Geekie, Cedric Paquette or Jordan 
Martinook will have to center a top three line. Against the 
Bolts, that is a tall ask. 

With that said, hockey is a weird sport with a flat, frozen 
“ball”. And sometimes, that thing takes funny bounces. So, 
even short-staffed, the Hurricanes can win the game if they 
play it the right way. Get pucks behind Tampa’s defense, use 
their speed and forecheck and create havoc behind Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. Carolina’s goal in the 2-1 loss Tuesday night 
was significant, not for who scored the goal (Andrei 
Svechnikov) but for how they scored. 

Jordan Staal behind the goal line passing it in front to Svech 
for the easy put away is how it happened. For all of the shots 
on goal, other than in the 1st period of Game 1 and the 
frantic closing seconds of Game 2, the Hurricanes have yet 
to really put pressure on Tampa’s defense. If this becomes 
just a goalie battle, what it’s been so far, Tampa isn’t going to 
lose. Nothing against Alex Nedeljkovic, but Vasilevskiy is the 
best in the sport. 

2-The Hurricanes need a lot more from players who have 
been offensive contributors the last couple of years. Dougie 
Hamilton has one goal and four points in 8 playoff games. He 
can’t be tied with Brock McGinn (3g, 1a) for scoring in the 
postseason. Trocheck has just 3 points in 8 games as well. 
Warren Foegele has just two. 

But, the bigger issue really is that Svechnikov and Teuvo 
Teravainen have not raised their level in the playoffs. Andrei 
has been the same player he’s been over the last three 
months of the regular season -- and that's not necessarily a 
compliment. Teuvo, hasn’t even been that. Teravainen hasn’t 
been positively impactful in a couple of weeks, scoring just 
once and registering 3 points in 21:01 of TOI per game. The 
Hurricanes aren’t winning a game, let alone this series if their 
big weapons don’t start hitting the target. 

3-Tampa is doing very much what Nashville did successfully 
in the opening round. Keeping Carolina away from the front 
of the goal and minimizing traffic in front and rebound 
chances when shots do get through. There was a lesson to 
be learned from the disallowed goal in Game 5. 

Even though Foegele was ruled to have interfered with 
Juuse Saros and the goal was waved off, the take away had 
to be that creating congestion and confusion in front of the 
goal is the way to deal with a goalie who stops everything he 
can see. 

The Hurricanes don’t have to play a perfect game to beat 
Tampa Bay. They just have to play a harder one. They have 
to be the hummingbirds. 
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Storm Watch starring Alec Campbell comes your way at 7:00 
today on 99.9 the Fan. Mike Maniscalco and Tripp Tracy will 
have the radio call on 99.9 the Fan starting at 8:00. As 

always, remember to check out the Canes Corner Podcast 
which drops after every Hurricanes game. You can find it 
wherever you get your podcasts.

 

 

 

 

Game 3 Preview: Hurricanes at Lightning 

Canes head to Tampa in 2-0 series hole 

By Michael Smith 

TAMPA - After dropping the first two games of their Second 
Round series at home, the Carolina Hurricanes come to 
Tampa in desperate search of a win against the Lightning. 

Game 3 

(1) Carolina Hurricanes at (3) Tampa Bay Lightning 

Tampa Bay leads series 2-0 

Thursday, June 3, 8 p.m. 

Watch: USA 

Listen: 99.9 FM The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
app 

About Game 2 

Though Andrei Svechnikov and the Canes finally solved 
Andrei Vasilevskiy with 90 seconds left to play in Game 2, 
the Lightning held on for their second straight 2-1 win on the 
road to claim a 2-0 Second Round series advantage. Despite 
the Canes limiting the Bolts to just 15 shots on goal, Anthony 
Cirelli's backhander at the 8:06 mark of the third period was 
the difference in another tight match. 

"We played pretty hard. You're playing the best team in the 
world and going toe-to-toe. That's what it feels like, that's for 
sure. Certainly not getting overwhelmed," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "Just didn't get a break in two games. 
We're fighting trying to find that one, but we haven't been 
able to get it. I'm proud of the group. They're working so 
hard. We're doing everything we're trying to do. We just 
haven't got that little breakthrough yet." 

Tracking the Storylines 

Facing a Deficit: This marks the ninth time in franchise 
history that the Canes are facing a 2-0 deficit in a best-of-
seven playoff series. The team is 2-6 all-time, winning first 
round series against Montreal in 2006 and Washington in 
2019. The Canes lost the first two games of a playoff series 
at home just one another time in franchise history: that 
Eastern Conference Quarterfinals series against Montreal, 
after which the Canes rallied to win four straight games en 
route to capturing the Stanley Cup. 

Trocheck Uncertain: Vincent Trocheck was evaluated on 
Wednesday after leaving Game 2 late in the second period. 
Though he returned for a shift in the third period, Trocheck 
again departed the game, and Rod Brind'Amour did not have 
an update on his status for Game 3. Trocheck traveled with 
the Canes to Florida.
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Down 2-0, Hurricanes hoping for series-changing bounces 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes are 
struggling to beat one of the NHL’s best goaltenders and 
facing injuries to two players who could help them change 
that. 

The challenge of derailing the reigning Stanley Cup 
champion just isn’t getting easier. 

Carolina trails 2-0 in the second-round playoff series against 
the Tampa Bay Lightning, twice losing one-goal games on 
home ice. Now the Lightning are returning home for 
Thursday night’s Game 3, and time is running out for the 
Hurricanes to create the one or two breaks that coach Rod 
Brind’Amour keeps hoping are close. 

“To me, you have to stick with what we’re doing,” 
Brind’Amour said Wednesday. “Obviously we can clean up 
some things. Obviously we can be better at everything. … I 
like how we’re playing. It’s just we’ve got to convert.” 

The Hurricanes have certainly gotten their chances. 

The Central Division champions have managed two goals on 
70 shots against Andrei Vasilevskiy, losing by 2-1 margins in 
Games 1 and 2 despite playing in front of a rowdy home 
crowd of more than 16,000. Each game has ended with the 
Hurricanes spending much of the final minute with an empty 
net and extra attacker in a desperate attempt to try to beat 
the Vezina Trophy finalist once more. 

Vasilevskiy has been up to that test. 

“They’re a shot-volume kind of team and you could see that 
in the (first-round) series against Nashville, too – they put up 
a lot of shots,” Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman said. “I 
think we’ve done a good job of eliminating the real Grade-A 
(chances), but once they happen, Vas has been there and 
been rock solid for us.” 

The Hurricanes’ production is limited to Jake Bean’s 
straightaway power-play goal in Game 1 and Andrei 
Svechnikov’s putaway just outside the crease late in Game 
2. Worse, they’ve surrendered the first goal in seven of their 
eight playoff games, including six straight going back to the 

Nashville series, which has only increased the urgency to 
break through while facing a deficit. 

Carolina lost Game 2 despite outshooting Tampa Bay 32-15, 
but also had more than double the giveaways (23-11) while 
the Lightning blocked 16 shots. 

“I don’t think we have changed anything,” Hurricanes center 
Sebastian Aho said. “Just the way we’ve been playing all 
year, we’ve been playing these two games. I think the 
system is there, the effort is there. We just have to believe 
and trust ourselves that the results are going to come.” 

The problem is: two of the guys the Hurricanes would turn to 
for help — center Vincent Trocheck and winger Nino 
Niederreiter – are injured with an uncertain return. 

Niederreiter, second on the team with 20 regular-season 
goals, exited Saturday’s skate early with an upper-body 
injury. At the time, Brind’Amour said he didn’t anticipate it 
being a major concern, though Neiderreiter missed Game 1 
and Brind’Amour said afterward he was “very, very doubtful” 
for the rest of the series. 

Then came Tuesday’s injury to Trocheck, who is third on the 
team with 17 regular-season goals and second with 43 
points. 

Trocheck was hurt when he and teammate Warren Foegele 
banged legs as they skated by each other. Trocheck put little 
to no weight on his right leg as he hobbled to the bench, 
slamming his stick on the ice before heading to the locker 
room. He played only one short shift in the third period. 

Brind’Amour said Wednesday that Niederreiter won’t travel to 
Tampa while Trocheck is still being evaluated. 

Brind’Amour said the Hurricanes have played “more than 
good enough to win” the first two games of the series. He 
also said he has no concerns about how his team will 
respond against the playoff-tested Lightning. 

“They manage the puck, they manage the situations,” 
Brind’Amour said. “That’s why they’re great at what they do 
because they’ve been through it. They understand. But I 
think our game is right there.”
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The Wraparound: Hurricanes running out of time to solve Vasilevskiy 

By James O'Brien 

The Wraparound is your daily look at the 2021 NHL Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. We’ll break down the NHL playoff games today 
with the all-important television and live streaming 
information included. 

• The Sabres won the 2021 NHL Draft Lottery, and thus the 
No. 1 pick. The Seattle Kraken landed the second choice. 

• Will Mark Scheifele be suspended for his hit on Jake 
Evans? 

• Either way, the Second Round is now fully in swing; if the 
Lightning can win Game 3 on Thursday, then the Hurricanes 
will be the first team to face elimination in this round. 

Heading into their Second Round series, hardcore hockey 
observers viewed Hurricanes – Lightning as a battle of 
“quality vs. quantity.” It’s not a unique phenomenon in the 
NHL; at minimum, you could also describe Jets – Canadiens 
that way, and that’s in the Second Round alone. 

While those comparisons can sometimes feel extreme, the 
general theme rings true. The Lightning have manufactured 
just enough chances for their elite players to make the 
difference against the hailstorm of Hurricanes chances. 

As noted at NHL.com, some credit goes to Tampa Bay’s 
defense. When you haven’t allowed an even-strength goal 
through two games, you’re doing something right. So far, 
when the potentially dynamic duo of Sebastian Aho and 
Andrei Svechnikov have been on the ice, the Hurricanes 
have only generated four high-danger scoring chances at 
even-strength. 

Again, limiting the quality, even if it means sometimes-scary 
portions of that quantity. 

But that delicate balance can be thrown off if your goalie isn’t 
on task. Instead, Andrei Vasilevskiy continues to maintain his 
all-world work, a run that might end up with another Vezina 
Trophy, not to mention some team hardware. 

From what goaltending legend Ken Dryden told Joe Smith of 
the Athletic (sub. required), Vasilevskiy might be the sort of 
goalie who can get in your head. 

“He’s imposing,” Dryden said. “That’s something you notice 
right away. You’re always needing to deliver a message to 
your opponent. If you can deliver a message that you’re a 
formidable presence in net, you’re on your way, and 
(Vasilevskiy) appears to have that.” 

With Game 3 taking place in Tampa Bay on Thursday (8 
p.m. ET; USA Network), Carolina could be in a fragile place. 
The house could be rocking, and that confidence might really 
start to sag if Vasilevskiy is sharp early. 

“Getting to” Vasilevskiy is easier said than done, but one way 
or another, the Hurricanes need to start doing more of that, 
starting in Game 3. 

THURSDAY’S NHL PLAYOFF SCHEDULE 

Game 3: Bruins at Islanders, 7:30 p.m. ET (Series tied 1-1) – 
NBCSN 
Game 3: Hurricanes at Lightning, 8 p.m ET (TB leads 2-0) – 
USA 

FRIDAY’S NHL PLAYOFF SCHEDULE 

Game 2: Canadiens at Jets, 7:30 p.m. ET (MTL leads 1-0) – 
USA Network 
Game 3: Avalanche at Golden Knights, 10 p.m. ET (COL 
leads 2-0) – NBCSN
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Aho, Nedeljkovic discuss first two games Wednesday morning 

The Carolina Hurricanes dropped another home game to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning Tuesday night, falling behind 2-0 in the 
series. Wednesday morning head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
forward Sebastian Aho and goalie Alex Nedeljkovic met with 
members of the media via Zoom.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

Things haven’t gone the Carolina Hurricanes way in their 
second-round series against the Tampa Bay Lightning, with 
the Canes dropping both of the first two games on home ice 
to fall down 2-0 to the defending champions.  

Tuesday night’s loss to the Lightning featured another game 
where the Canes struggled to produce much in the way of 
scoring, as Carolina’s lone goal came from Andrei 
Svechnikov in the final two minutes of the game with the 
Canes down two and their own net empty.  

Wednesday morning following the game two loss, head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour, forward Sebastian Aho and 
goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic met with members of the media 
via Zoom.  

Here is everything they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the resiliency of the team and on why there’s reason for 
optimism still: It’s the group. It’s the character in the group. I 
don’t have to say much more than that. Nobody knows the 
outcome. Nobody knows how the bounces are gonna go, 
nobody knows that stuff. But I know how our guys are going 
to come to play. They’re going to give it everything they can. 
All I can tell you is why do I say that, because just watch us 
all year. That’s why.  

On the status of Vincent Trocheck and on if Nino Niederreiter 
will make the trip to Tampa: [Trocheck] is getting looked at 
as we speak. He’s getting some sort of scan or something. 
We’ll know more on that. Nino is not coming.  

On if Carolina has been the better team so far this series 
despite the results: We haven’t been the better team 
because we didn’t win, but I think our game has been more 
than good enough to win. You’ve got to give them credit. To 
me, they manage the puck, they manage the situations. 
That’s why they are great at what they do. They’ve been 
through it. They understand. But I think our game is right 
there. We looked at it this morning. I left last night getting 
asked about ‘how do you get more pucks to the net or 
traffic?’ We had tons of pucks to the net and tons of traffic. If 
you actually look at every shot that came in, we were at the 
net.  

We were at the net. Our game is fine, we just can’t change. 
We can’t start opening up. The couple times that we did you 

could see that all of sudden there is a rush chance against. 
That’s not going to work. It is what it is. We know where we 
are at. We know we’ve got to go try to win a game there, and 
that’s all we’re focused on.  

On what he remembers from his experience in 2006 of losing 
the first two games against Montreal at home and then 
winning the series, and on if he will share that with the team: 
I don’t know if I’m going to share it or not. Guys get tired of 
hearing about the past. It doesn’t mean anything to them. For 
me, the difference for sure between the two is that we were 
definitely the better team back in ‘06. You can’t really come 
here and say ‘oh, we’re the better team.’ They’re the best. 
There’s a difference there.  

But, like I said earlier, I like the way we played these two 
games. It’s a bounce here and there, and if we were up 2-0 
you guys would be saying how great we are playing. To me, 
we have to stick with what we are doing. Obviously we can 
clean up some things. We can be better at everything, but I 
like where we are at. I like how we are playing, but we’ve just 
got to convert.  

On beating Tampa four times in the regular season and on 
that being a foundation to lean on: All the games were close. 
There hasn’t been one game that wasn’t in this whole time 
that we’ve played them. That’s not going to change. The 
foundation of our game, the foundation of how they play, no 
one is changing that at this point in the year. It’s just we can’t 
get away from it. We can’t get frustrated. We certainly can’t 
listen to the noise outside our room. We give it our best shot. 
That’s all we ask of these guys, to do it the way we need to 
do it.  

On how he’s felt about the power play and on what more 
they can do to generate: I actually thought we were pretty 
good last night. We only had two. The back end of the one 
wasn’t great, but we had a couple chances off the rush. We 
generated some right away off the faceoffs. We got a couple 
good looks. At the end of the day, that’s an area that you 
obviously want to win, is that special teams battle. We 
haven’t, but we haven’t lost it either.  

That’s an area that if we can do a little better, then yeah of 
course. But I know they’re thinking the same thing. It’s all 
areas across the board that we’ve got to be better. The 
margin of error in this game is very slim. You’ve got to fight 
for every little bit of it.  

On Carolina’s struggles to score first and on how to reverse 
that: The easiest thing to do is look at the stat and say ‘wow, 
you must be terrible to start the game.’ That’s not the case. 
Most of the time our first periods are sometimes our best 
periods. Every team wants to score first and get ahead. 
That’s what we’re trying to do. When you get ahead you want 
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to get the next one and keep going. How do we reverse that? 
Score the first goal. Get the first chance. I don’t know what 
else to do. We’ve just got to keep playing. There’s not a 
systematic thing that we need to do differently. We just need 
to get the puck there first.  

Sebastian Aho 

On how he would assess his play in the series so far: 
Obviously not good enough. It wasn’t bad. I think the whole 
effort throughout the whole lineup has been good. We’ve 
been right there. But at the same time we’ve lost two in a 
row. We’ve got to be better to win those games and score 
some goals, too.  

On if getting one goal early could maybe open the 
floodgates: Yeah. It helps a lot of times to get the first one 
and build the momentum on it. At the same time we’ve been 
right there both games. I feel like we haven’t maybe gotten 
the bounces, either. We’ve just got to work hard to get those 
bounces and trust the system to know that they’re going to 
go in eventually. And the power play is one area where we 
can be better, cashing those opportunities that we are 
creating on the power play.  

On beating the Lightning four times in the regular season 
and on what they did in those games that they need to carry 
into this series: It’s the same game. I don’t think we have 
changed anything. Just the way we’ve been playing all year, 
we’ve been playing these two games. The system is there. 
The effort is there. We just have to trust and believe in 
ourselves and that the result is going to come. We’ve got to 
go to Tampa and do our best and do the same thing. When 
we have those scoring chances we have to cash in. That’s 
the only difference that we have to do better.  

On Vincent Trocheck’s injury and on how much that hurts the 
team: It’s always not nice to see your buddy go down. That’s 
been all year for us. We’ve been missing players, big 
players, a lot of players at the same time. It’s always the next 
man up. Obviously [Trocheck] is a great player. You can’t 
just think that one guy has to do all the work for him. It’s 
always how the team responds. Every guy gets a little bit 
more, and that’s how you do it. Injuries are part of the game, 
and you just have to deal with them.  

On the resiliency the team has shown all season and on 
what gives them a level of optimism heading into Tampa: All 
we think about is the next game. We’ve been talking as a 
group, it’s no different. This happens during the year. I think 
how we have bounced back in different situations has been 
good, and it gives us some confidence. All we’ve got to do is 
win one game, the next game. That’s our main goal right 
now.  

On if Tampa’s penalty kill has been outworking Carolina’s 
power play and on how to change that if it has: I wouldn’t say 
it is outworking. If they are outworking, then there’s 
something seriously wrong. We have one more guy out 
there. Those are the situations in the game where you really 
want to build the momentum, if not score. I think for our 
power play we create a few chances per power play, but it’s 
just a matter of cashing those in. We have to get some 
confidence out of those.  

Alex Nedeljkovic 

On the mood and message of the team: It’s been the same. 
It’s been the same message throughout the entire year. 
We’ve got to stick to our game plan. We can’t deviate. We 
know what works best for us and what’s made us successful, 
and there’s no reason to change that right now. We’ve 
played two pretty good games so far.  

We haven’t really gotten the bounces that maybe we get 
normally. But that’s how it goes. Sometimes you get those 
bounces, sometimes you don’t. Like I said, we’ve just got to 
stick to what we’re doing and what works for us, and 
hopefully sooner or later we get a bounce one way for us and 
that just kind of jumps starts us and we take it from there.  

On the mentality heading into Tampa down 2-0: It’d have to 
be the same thing as if you were going in up two games to 
none, honestly. It’s just take one game at a time. You can’t 
look at the big picture, really. When you start doing that, you 
start trying to do too much and you overthink and you’re 
focusing on more than what you can control.  

Really all we can worry about is getting ready to go today 
and get down to Tampa tonight, get a good rest and wake up 
tomorrow and get a good skate in the morning. And then try 
to take care of business tomorrow night. That’s what our 
focus is right now.  

On Nino Niederreiter missing the first two games and on 
Vincent Trocheck getting injured in game two: Those are two 
big pieces. Obviously Nino missing the first two games, it 
feels like there’s a little bit of a hole there. We were missing 
something. And then losing [Trocheck] in, I think it was the 
second period maybe, they’re both big parts of our offense. 
And not just our offense. [Trocheck] takes a lot of faceoffs, 
power play, PK, 5 on 5 and big faceoffs in our own end.  

It’s two big pieces, but we’ve been battling injuries all year 
with just regular injuries or guys missing time due to COVID. 
It’s nothing new for us to come out with that next guy up 
mentality. [Morgan Geekie] and [Steven Lorentz] have 
stepped up big when they’ve been in the lineup. [Max 
McCormick] has been great when he’s come in and played. 
Whoever it is, I think the guys are really confident with 
whoever comes in, and they’re confident that they’re going to 
step up and fill those voids.  

On how he would assess his play and on if he’s been 
satisfied with his performance: I don’t know if you could say 
satisfied, right? If you’re looking at it, you’ve got two losses in 
two games. As much as you like the numbers and the 
numbers themselves might look nice, the only one that really 
matters is the win column right now. And we don’t have any. 
So personally, I think I maybe just kind of dropped the ball in 
the first game there. Just one mistake, and we might be 
playing five overtimes if I don’t have that little blunder there. 
It is what it is. You’ve got to move on.  

Last night I thought that we didn’t really give them much. 
They had maybe three or four chances on the rush, and 
really the one big opportunity they had was that Kucherov 
mini-breakaway in the second period. That was honestly it. I 
thought the other odd-man rushes they had our D did a great 
job of forcing them to make plays quick and make it 
uncomfortable for them, and they had back pressure. They 
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really honestly didn’t get a lot of great looks. It’s a little 
frustrating when you hold them to 15 shots and you give up 
two. I’d like to have that first one back, I think.  

Like I said before, we’ve got to stick to our game. Eventually 
we’re going to get a bounce here, and that can kind of open 
the floodgates for us and we can get going and play with a 
little bit more confidence maybe. But for me, it’s just the next 
day, next puck. I’m not worrying about what’s happening 
right now. Like I said, the focus is to just worry about 
tomorrow and take care of business tomorrow night.  

On the Canes scoring first just once so far this playoffs and 
on if it makes it easier as a goalie to play with the lead: It’s 
always easier maybe for me and the guys in front of me, it’s 

always easier to play with that lead. There’s such a different 
feeling. Things feel like they’re going your way. It doesn’t feel 
like you’re playing catch up. It feels like you can maybe 
dictate the pace of the game a little bit more. It’s huge. 
Obviously we want to get that first goal.  

But in saying that, we’ve only gotten it one time, and in that 
first round we found success still somehow even playing 
from behind. It’s not the way you want to play. It’s not the 
way you want to continue to play, obviously. But for me, it’s 
just trying to keep us level as long as possible and just give 
us that best chance to win, whether we get that first one or 
we don’t.

 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Tampa Bay Lightning: Game three preview 

The Canes look to get in the win column after two close 
losses in Raleigh to begin the season. 

By Johnathan Kirkland 

Tampa Bay Lightning (6-2) at Carolina Hurricanes (4-4) 

2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs Seecond Round — Game Three 

Thursday, June 3, 2021 - 8:00 p.m. ET 

Amalie Arena — Tampa Bay, Florida  

Watch: USA, Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Raw Charge 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 

Facebook Canes Country 

Instagram @canescountrypix 

The Carolina Hurricanes are down 2-0 to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in their best of seven second-round playoff series 
and are looking to cut the Bolts’ lead in half when they hit the 
ice tonight in Tampa. The Canes have yet to solve Andrei 
Vasilevskiy and his stellar goaltending but overall have 
played a solid series to this point.  

Alex Nedeljkovic has only allowed four goals in the first two 
games compared to Vasileveskiy’s two, and the defense and 
penalty kill has also been solid. The inability to find the back 
of the net is the difference in the series. The Canes’ Jake 
Bean scored on the power play in game one, and Andrei 
Svechnikov scored with 1:30 remaining in regulation in game 
two with a 6-on-5 man advantage. That has been it for the 
Canes, and if they want to have a chance to claw back into 
this series things must change, and quick. 

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Lightning 

Record 4-4-0 6-2-0 

Category Hurricanes Lightning 

Goals/Game 3.00 3.50 

Goals Against/Game 2.50 2.38 

Shots/Game 40.5 29.0 

Face Off Win % 51.8% 48.7% 

Power Play % (Rank) 19.2% (9th) 36.0% (2nd) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 87.1% (2nd) 75.9% (10th) 

ES Corsi For % 56.4% 45.2% 

ES PDO 97.7 103.3 

PIM/Game 6:49 5:36 

Goaltender #1 

Category Alex Nedeljkovic Andrei Vasilevskiy 

Record 4-4-0 6-2-0 

Save % .920 .939 

GAA 2.18 2.23 

Goaltender #2 

Category James Reimer Curtis McElhinney 

Record 0-0-0 0-0-0 
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Category James Reimer Curtis McElhinney 

Save % .000 .000 

GAA 0.00 0.00 

Game Notes  

 Andrei Svechnikov’s goal in game two brought him 
into a tie for third with five points in the playoffs this 
season. He now has nine playoff goals in his 
career, tying him with Jeff O’Neil, and Corey 
Stillman for the ninth-most goals in franchise playoff 
history.  

 Jordan Staal is 100-163 (61.4%) from the faceoff 
circle in the playoffs which ranks fourth in the NHL 
(minimum 50 faceoffs. 

 The Canes are now 4 for 5 (80%) on the penalty kill 
this series and 27 for 31 in their first eight playoff 
games.  

 This marks only the second time in franchise history 
that the Hurricanes have been down 0-2 to start a 
playoff series on home ice. The only other time was 
in the 2006 first round against the Montreal 
Canadiens. The Canes also lost the first two games 
of the series at home and then went on to win the 
next four to win the series.
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Hurricanes could be down two of top three regular-season goal-scorers 
for Game 3 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

JUNE 02, 2021 02:41 PM 

 

Vincent Trocheck was still being examined Wednesday morning after his 
high-speed ankle-to-ankle collision with Warren Foegele late in 
Tuesday’s second period, Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. 

Trocheck went straight to the bench, unable to put any weight on his right 
leg, and lasted all of one 16-second shift in the third period before 
departing for good. 

“That’s another challenge we’re going to have to overcome,” Brind’Amour 
said. 

With Nino Niederreiter not traveling with the team to Florida, the 
Hurricanes go into Game 3 at the Tampa Bay Lightning without their 
second- and third-leading goal-scorers from the regular season having 
yet to score a five-on-five goal in a pair of 2-1 home losses to open the 
series. Only Sebastian Aho (24) had more goals than Niederreiter (20) or 
Trocheck (17) going into the playoffs. 

“It’s not nice to see your buddy go down,” Aho said. “That’s been all year 
for us. We’ve been missing players, big players, a lot of players at the 
same time. It’s always the next man up.” 

PERSPECTIVES 
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The Hurricanes outshot the Lightning 70-45 in the two games in Raleigh, 
and each coach had a very different perspective on the 32-15 disparity 
Tuesday night. 

Brind’Amour: “That’s why these are harder losses. Game 1, I thought if 
we weren’t the better team, we were close. ... (Tuesday) felt like a very 
similar game from my standpoint, so what more can you do? We’re going 
to try to tweak some things and get better here and there and adjust a 
little bit. But if you had said to me we’re going to give up 15 shots, or 20, 
in two games against the Tampa Bay Lightning, I’d say that’s pretty 
good.” 

Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper: “People will look at the shot clock and sit 
there and say, ‘Wow, look they plainly got outshot.’ But we look at, were 
they quality shots? Could our goalie see them? That’s what we want to 
do for him. Let him see shots, clear rebounds and when we do break 
down he’s there for us.” 

ROAD WARRIORS 

The Lightning have opened both of their playoff series on the road and 
won all four opening games: The first two games at the Florida Panthers 
in the first round, and now the first two games in Raleigh in the second. 

“I just think we know how important it is to win on the road in the playoffs, 
how tough it is, especially in a building like this,” Lightning forward 
Steven Stamkos said. “It was rocking the last two games so to come in 
here and get both wins was huge. We know how hard it is to win this time 
of the year, period, so to come in here it’s a huge lift for us. We get to 
come home in front of our fans who will be just as rowdy.” 

The last Stanley Cup winner to lead 2-0 in each of its first two series the 
next spring: The Pittsburgh Penguins in 2017, who went on to repeat as 
champions. 

TAILWINDS 

Both of Andrei Svechnikov’s goals in the postseason have come with one 
net empty — the first to seal the Game 1 win over the Nashville 
Predators, and Tuesday night’s with Alex Nedeljkovic on the bench for an 
extra attacker. … One area of success for the Hurricanes in this series: 
They have allowed only one power-play goal on five Tampa chances. 
The Lightning connected at a 40 percent clip in the first round. … The 
Hurricanes have allowed the first goal in seven of eight playoff games. 
They scored first in five of eight playoff games in 2020. 

 

News Observer LOADED: 06.03.2021 

1189171 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes, running out of options, can’t change players ... but can 
change goalies 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

JUNE 02, 2021 11:50 AM 

 

Nothing against Alex Nedeljkovic, but the Carolina Hurricanes need a 
1,000-volt shock to their system and there’s only one way to get it. 

When you can’t change the players, change the goalie. 

Petr Mrazek hasn’t played in more than three weeks, but down 2-0 to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, home-ice advantage squandered, the Hurricanes 
have nothing to lose and everything to gain. 

As long as their popgun offense continues to misfire -- they haven’t 
scored a five-on-five goal in this series -- they need a goalie who can 
outplay Andrei Vasilevskiy at the other end. Nedeljkovic, for all his 

strengths, hasn’t been able to do that in a pair of 2-1 losses. He bounced 
back from his Game 1 gaffe with a better performance in Game 2, but still 
gave up two goals on 15 shots. 

Mrazek, at his very best, may have a higher ceiling. Whether he can get 
there is a gamble Rod Brind’Amour has to make. 

The Hurricanes are in desperate need of a spark from somewhere, and 
yet there’s nothing they can, or should, change strategically. They’re 
doing what has generally brought them success throughout the season; 
they’re just not doing it well enough. Their goal-scorers have gone so 
cold, there aren’t many options left. 

This isn’t a team built to win if Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas 
aren’t scoring five-on-five goals, if Teuvo Teravainen isn’t setting them 
up, if it gets only a single goal from Warren Foegele and Jordan 
Martinook and Jesper Fast. And that’s when Vincent Trocheck and Nino 
Niederreiter are uninjured and available -- not that either of them was 
denting the back of the net with frequency, either, as well as Trocheck 
had played before his leg-to-leg collision with Foegele on Tuesday. 

There are probably a few little tweaks to be made, but not a lot, and 
what’s the point of creating more chances if they can’t finish those, 
either? 

So: Roll the dice with Mrazek. 

Hope Mrazek can harness the motivation of being left behind for the 
entire postseason and show up Thursday night with something to prove. 

Hope making the switch from a popular rookie who has carried the team 
through the postseason serves as a wakeup call to an underperforming 
group of forwards. 

Hope this will shake something, anything loose. 

It’s a little awkward to be sure, with Mrazek marinating on the bench for 
almost a month as Nedeljkovic claimed the job. It wasn’t the Hurricanes’ 
plan to roll this long with Nedeljkovic, but he earned that run during the 
Nashville series. That kind of thing happens in the playoffs, which so 
often take on a life of their own, from game to game, series to series. 

When Cam Ward took over for the struggling Martin Gerber when the 
Hurricanes dropped the first two games of a series at home in 2006, 
Ward at least got a period and change of relief work in Game 2 to get his 
feet wet before getting thrown to the lions in Montreal. 

Mrazek wouldn’t have that advantage, but he’s also a veteran who has 
been through this before, which Ward had not. Rusty as Mrazek may be, 
it’s one of the few levers Brind’Amour has left to pull. It’s a risk he has to 
take. 

The Hurricanes are running out of bodies and running out of options. 
They haven’t been able to crack Vasilevskiy, but they haven’t made it 
hard enough on him, either. If they’re not going to score on him, they 
need their goalie to outplay him. Nedeljkovic hasn’t been able to do that. 
Perhaps Mrazek can. 
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Hurricanes need to quickly find a hero or get a break against Tampa Bay. 
Or else. 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JUNE 02, 2021 07:30 AM 
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The Carolina Hurricanes need a hero, badly. 

They need a few good breaks, badly. 

They’ll also need to show their resolve on the road if they hope to extend 
their playoff series with the Tampa Bay Lightning. If not, the Canes will 
have played their last game this season at PNC Arena. 

It would be good for the Canes if, say, Steven Lorentz took a sharp-angle 
shot that was just thrown at the net and have the puck somehow 
squeeze through goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy. Or if, say, Jesper Fast 
collected the puck inside the Tampa Bay blue line, turned and just let it 
rip and somehow had it find the net. 

The Canes can’t count on that. Coach Rod Brind’Amour again said after 
the 2-1 loss Tuesday in Game 2 that his team was “right there” with the 
2020 Stanley Cup champions but couldn’t get the one bounce needed or 
the one big, game-deciding shot. They’re down 2-0 in the series against 
a very good team but not being overwhelmed, he said. 

“I don’t think we’re getting outmatched one bit,” Brind’Amour said. “A play 
here or there is the difference. There’s a lot of positives to draw on 
moving forward.” 

It’s seemingly similar to the Canes’ second-round playoff series in 2019 
against the New York Islanders. The Islanders lost the first two games on 
home ice at the Barclays Center in New York, both in tight games. Isles 
coach Barry Trotz then was adamant, almost defiant, about his team 
being able to go into PNC Arena and win the next two games, given how 
his team had played. 

We all remember how that ended. The Canes came home and won two 
more games and that was that for the Islanders -- the series over in a 
sweep. 

The Canes not only have lost the first two at home but lost two key 
offensive contributors, winger Nino Niederreiter and center Vincent 
Trocheck. Making it worse is that Niederreiter was injured in a practice 
Saturday, quietly leaving the ice, and Trocheck was hurt in the second 
period of Game 2 when he collided with teammate Warren Foegele and 
appeared to injure his right knee. 

“It doesn’t look good,” Brind’Amour said of Trocheck’s injury. 

So as coaches like to say, what now? 

“Our team never gives up,” forward Andrei Svechnikov said. “We’re going 
to try to win the next two games.” 

Maybe Svechnikov can be that hero the Canes need. The winger, after 
an uneven regular season and modest first-round playoff series against 
Nashville, is capable of being a game-changer. He has the power and 
the shot and the willingness to make a difference. 

It was Svechnikov who finally got a puck past Vasilevskiy on Tuesday 
when the Canes scored with a sixth attacker. Sebastian Aho and Jordan 
Staal worked the puck behind the net and Staal centered to Svechnikov, 
open in front of the crease. 

Svechnikov had a game-high six shots Tuesday. While he did misplay 
the puck into a few giveaways, he was looking to attack and made a 
strong power move to the net in the second period. 

Svechnikov is capable of going off and scoring in binges. He had six 
goals in the first eight games of the season, looking the part of one of the 
league’s best young dynamic forwards. 

Svechnikov’s scoring touch disappeared much of the regular season. For 
the Canes, it would be an opportune time for it to reappear. 

If Svechnikov isn’t the hero the Canes need, Martin Necas might be. Or 
Aho. Or Staal, the captain. But someone needs to step up and step it up. 

“We believe in our group,” Staal said after the game.”Those games were 
tight. We’re going to have to go into their building and play the same kind 

of game they played here, and that’s not giving up too much and playing 
a good road game. We have to find a way to get a win.” 

The Canes need to find a hero, get a bounce, whatever. If the Canes 
don’t, and quickly, what has been a special season will come to an 
agonizing end. 
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Consider this a two-minute drill the Lightning are prepared to win 

Carolina pulled its goalie late in both Round 2 games against the 
Lightning, who skated away to victory both times. 

 

By Mari Faiello 

 

Sure, pulling the goalie in the final minutes of a game may be a 
desperation move. But it’s no less daunting to face for the team with the 
one-goal lead. And it’s incredibly satisfying to still come out ahead. 

The Lightning would know. They have battled an extra attacker with the 
game on the line twice in the second-round playoff series against 
Carolina. 

“Guys take great pride in protecting that lead and laying their bodies on 
the line all the time, and I think it’s just the mentality that we’ll do 
whatever it takes to win and we’ll sacrifice our bodies over and over 
again,” defenseman Victor Hedman said Wednesday after the team 
returned home from Raleigh, N.C. “It’s fun to watch when you see guys 
lay out to block shots and obviously working hard to protect that lead.” 

Carolina pulled goalie Alex Nedeljkovic with less than two minutes 
remaining in Games 1 and 2. With Nedeljkovic on the bench, the 
Hurricanes added defenseman Dougie Hamilton for a 6-on-5 advantage. 

Tuesday, the Hurricanes were somewhat successful employing the move 
when Andrei Svechnikov notched the team’s only goal with 1:30 to play. 
But it wasn’t enough of a push — or early enough — for the Hurricanes, 
who trail 2-0 in the best-of-seven series. 

 GOAL: #LetsGoCanes' Svechnikov scores for Carolina to cut 
#GoBolts lead to one. 2-1 score with 1:30 remaining in regulation... 
pic.twitter.com/jEOeZBARbi 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 2, 2021 

The scenario is very similar to going on the penalty kill when the 
opposing team has a power play. There’s a lot of action in the offensive 
zone and the defending team is trying to block lanes and cluster the 
center of the ice, pushing the puck to the outside boards. 

There’s a simple mindset in these moments, too: Keep the puck out of 
your net. 

“We’ve seen how many guys are willing to block a shot (with) any part of 
their body in the last couple of minutes,” captain Steven Stamkos said. 
“We’ve seen it the last two games with seconds on the clock, guys are 
willing to do whatever it takes and that’s what you need. That’s 
championship pedigree right there.” 

The Lightning have two blocked shots (both by Hedman) when Carolina 
pulled Nedeljkovic. The Hurricanes shot on goal seven times, finding the 
open net once. 

“(The Hurricanes) do a good job setting up,” forward Alex Killorn said. 
“When they have an extra guy on the ice, we just can’t have two guys go 
to one.” 

Killorn added that keeping things compact in the center of the action 
helps once the Hurricanes get possession of the puck. It doesn’t allow 
them to set up with a clear shot and if the Lightning stay within Carolina’s 
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shooting lanes, it’s more challenging to get a clean look at goaltender 
Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

There isn’t a random lineup the team throws out on the ice in such 
situations, either. Assistant coach Derek Lalonde said ideally the mix will 
be Anthony Cirelli, Barclay Goodrow, Killorn and two defensemen (like 
Hedman and Mikhail Sergachev). 

The team has plans for all goalie-pull situations from the three- to four-
minute marks down to one or two. 

“We’ve been fortunate enough for the last couple of games to get out the 
five guys we wanted,” Lalonde said. “And those guys performed well, 
executed well ... in that last minute, our guys are comfortable.” 

Lalonde added that having Vasilevskiy, a four-time Vezina Trophy finalist 
(and 2018-19 winner), in between the posts is certainly reassuring. 

 SAVE: #GoBolts' Vasilevskiy with a huge save with 8.4 seconds 
remaining vs. #LetsGoCanes pic.twitter.com/GcB1qbnr6x 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 2, 2021 

And Cirelli would agree. 

“He’s rock solid for us,” Cirelli said. “He’s making huge save after huge 
save for us. I think we’re just trying to help him out and try to get in lanes 
and limit some grade-A chances.” 
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Ranking the most impressive win (or title) streaks in Tampa Bay history 

Check out our list to see if the Rays’ recent surge ranks among the best 
in bay area sports lore. 

 

By Joey Knight 

 

For all the mettle and moxie brandished by the Rays during their recent 
surge, they fell painfully shy of making history. 

But they didn’t fail to make the cut — on our list of the most impressive 
victory/championship streaks in bay area history. 

While the Rays’ recent 11-game win streak fell one triumph shy of the 
franchise record, the way they followed it up has been unprecedented. 
Joining them on this list are some wrestlers, runners and quite the 
lopsided rivalry. 

Our criteria: length of streak, of course, along with degree of difficulty and 
plain ol’ improbability. 

10. Devil Rays, 2004 

12 consecutive victories 

Former Devil Rays manager Lou Piniella presided over a 12-game win 
streak in 2004. It remains the longest in club history.  

Amid another dreary summer during the organization’s prepubescent 
phase came this seismic jolt. Yep, the longest win streak in franchise 
history featured a 5.2-magnitude earthquake that hit San Diego before 
the Devil Rays’ 5-2 in on June 15. Other highlights included three walk-
off wins, none more dramatic than Rey Sanchez’s inside-the-park home 
run against the Rockies on June 11. The 12 consecutive wins doubled 
the previous longest streak in club history. 

9. Lightning, 2004 

18-game points streak 

The Lightning were playing their sixth game in nine days — not to 
mention the second of a back-to-back — when they fell 5-1 to Carolina 
on March 13, ending what remains the longest points streak in franchise 
lore. The run included an 11-game unbeaten streak (10-0-1-0) and 10-

game home unbeaten streak (9-0-1-0), as well as a stretch of seven 
consecutive home wins. Less than three months later, they were hoisting 
the Stanley Cup. 

8. Tampa Prep/Berkeley Prep volleyball, 1980-1999 

Combined for at least one state title 20 consecutive years 

For more than a generation, few local rivalries have featured the passion 
and parity of this private-school feud. From 1980-85, Tampa Prep won 
the Class A volleyball crown. Berkeley Prep won it four of the next five 
seasons, with 1987 (when the Terrapins captured it) the lone exception. 
In 1991, the Buccaneers moved to 2A and won two consecutive crowns, 
with Tampa Prep winning both years in 1A. And on it went, with either the 
Terrapins or Bucs (or both) winning a state crown every year through 
1999. 

7. Armwood High football, 2003-04 

21-game win streak 

Former Armwood High football coach Sean Callahan led the Hawks to 
consecutive state titles, and a 21-game win streak, in 2003 and 2004. 

Were it not for a midseason forfeit (for using an ineligible player), this 
streak would have stretched to 28 games, spanning Armwood’s entire 
2003 and 2004 state championship seasons. Behind an overwhelming 
triple-option attack and perpetually fresh defense (the Hawks employed 
precious few two-way players), Armwood became the first Hillsborough 
County program to win a state title since 1969, launching a county 
football renaissance that continues to this day. 

6. Caroline Annis, Plant High cross country 

Four consecutive state titles, 1994-97 

Former Plant High girls cross country standout Caroline Annis won four 
consecutive state titles from 1994-97. Only one other Florida previously 
had achieved that feat. 

For a petite and pony-tailed honors student, Annis could be a ruthless 
soul crusher on a given terrain. The pace-setter on the back stretch of 
Plant’s five consecutive state team titles (1991-95), Annis became only 
the second four-time individual state champion in Florida history. 
Academically, she also had many peers chasing her: Annis scored better 
than 1,300 on the SAT, possessed a weighted GPA well above 5.0, and 
earned a scholarship to Stanford. 

5. Rays, 2021 

11 consecutive wins, 16 triumphs in 17 games 

Veteran right-hander Rich Hill was a huge catalyst in the Rays' recent 
surge of 16 victories in a 17-game stretch.  

Just as criticism of their offense was reaching a crescendo, the Rays 
responded by winning 11 in a row from May 13-24, averaging nearly nine 
runs a game. Four times during the streak, they scored 10 or more runs. 
Six times, they came from behind, highlighted by a 6-4 victory against the 
Jays on May 23, when they scored four runs (three off bases-loaded 
walks) in the top of the ninth. Proving the surge was no fluke, Tampa Bay 
followed a 2-1 loss to Kansas City on May 25 with a five-game win 
streak. 

4. Buccaneers, 2020-present 

Eight consecutive wins (and counting) 

Bucs running back Leonard Fournette (28) works for extra yards during 
Super Bowl 55 against the Chiefs. Fournette and the Bucs enter their 
Sept. 9 season opener against the Cowboys riding a franchise-best 
eight-game winning streak.  

The reigning Super Bowl champs, who return every single starter, enter 
their Sept. 9 prime-time season opener against the Cowboys seeking to 
extend their franchise-record win streak to nine games. Sticklers will say 
the streak actually stands at 8½, considering the Bucs outplayed the 
Chiefs in the second half of that 27-24 home defeat on Nov. 29. Tampa 
Bay has five victories of double-digit margins during the streak, including 
a 31-9 humiliation of Kansas City in that little Feb. 7 rematch at Raymond 
James Stadium. 
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3. David Craig/Eric Grajales, Brandon High wrestling 

Both finished their prep careers undefeated 

Former Brandon High wrestling standout David Craig (top) went 184-0 
during his prep career, and remains one of only two Eagles to finish their 
high school careers undefeated. 

Of the dozens of individual state champs produced over the decades by 
the Eagles wrestling dynasty, only two have completed their careers 
without a loss. Craig, a four-time state champ in the upper weights, 
finished 184-0 and earned a scholarship to Lehigh. Grajales, who also 
won four titles, went 218-0 (mostly at 135 pounds) and became an All-
American at Michigan. 

2. Jesuit football vs. Tampa Catholic, 2000-present 

21 consecutive Tigers victories 

Jesuit receiver Junior Vandeross turns a short pass into a 70-yard 
touchdown during a 35-21 victory against arch-rival Tampa Catholic last 
season.  

The most logic-defying entry on this list. Since the millennium dawned, 
Jesuit never has lost a game to its nearby rival. At various points during 
the Tigers’ two decades of dominance, Tampa Catholic (which has 
reached the playoffs 15 times since 2000) clearly has possessed better 
teams, suggesting the Crusaders’ futility has become a mental thing. 
Case in point, this quote from former TC coach Bob Henriquez after a 
2008 loss to the Tigers: “Jesuit’s in my head.” 

1. Brandon High wrestling, 1974-2008 

459 consecutive dual-match victories 

Brandon High wrestling coach Russ Cozart confers with Eagles 112-
pounder Sean Joyce during his state title match (which Joyce won) in 
2004. Cozart presided over a majority of the Eagles' 459 dual-match win 
streak, the nation's longest for any prep sport. 

The only feat on this list to be immortalized by an ESPN documentary. As 
sure as headlocks hurt, the Eagles’ streak — a national record for any 
prep sport — never will be approached. Until it ended with a loss to 
Homestead South Dade (in something called the “Beat the Streak” 
tournament) on Jan. 5, 2008, Brandon’s run of dominance had spanned 
nearly six presidential administrations and almost as many evolutions in 
pop music, from Carole King to Coldplay. 
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Lightning-Hurricanes Game 2 report card: Nothing to it 

Carolina makes things easy for Andrei Vasilevskiy and Tampa Bay, 
which takes a two-game lead in the series. 

 

By Frank Pastor 

 

After putting 38 shots on goal in a Game 1 loss, the Hurricanes entered 
Game 2 talking about the need to make things more difficult for Andrei 
Vasilevskiy by getting bodies in front of the Lightning goaltender. 

Instead, they made them easier with a wildly inaccurate display of 
shooting. 

With his poise, patience and positioning, Vasilevskiy might be the 
toughest goalie in the league to score against, particularly in the 
postseason. He gets better the busier he is, as evidenced by his 68 
saves on 70 shots the past two games. 

So Carolina tried to beat him with a high volume of shots and by getting 
into his field of vision. But all the shots in the world don’t matter if you 
don’t get them on net. Of the Hurricanes’ 65 total shots, fewer than half 
(32) merited Vasilevskiy’s attention. 

And as the Lightning’s Alex Killorn showed, even a seemingly harmless 
shot from long distance has a chance of going in if it’s accurate. That is 
how a Lightning team that was outshot 32-15 managed to come away 
with a 2-1 win and two-game lead in the second-round series. 

To be sure, The Lightning did a nice job of closing off the middle in their 
zone and forcing the Hurricanes to look for their scoring opportunities 
from the outside, usually off the rush. Carolina had several promising 
chances but too often missed the net. 

Tampa Bay goes up 2-0 in the series as they return home for game 3. 

Teuvo Teravainen shot wide a couple of times from low in the left circle in 
the first period. Dougie Hamilton missed on a 2-on-1, and Sebastian Aho 
fired high. The Hurricanes’ best chance might have come when a Vincent 
Trocheck blast from the left circle hit Vasilevskiy in the facemask. 

Martin Necas missed wide with Vasilevskiy down on the ice during a 2-
on-1 in the second. An off-balance Aho shot wide from the slot during an 
early third-period power play, and Aho sent the puck back through the 
crease on a backdoor opportunity with the net empty in the closing 
minutes. 

Of course, the Lightning had something to do with Carolina’s shooting 
woes, with 16 blocks. Ryan McDonagh broke up a pass on a 3-on-2. 
Mikhail Sergachev got a stick on an Andrei Svechnikov pass for Jordan 
Staal, who was crashing the net, and Sergachev blocked a Cedric 
Paquette shot on a 3-on-2. 

While the Hurricanes did a good job of pressuring the Lightning and 
limiting their scoring chances, the only thing that mattered in the end was 
that Tampa found the back of the net once more than Carolina did. 

Grade: A 

Here is how we graded the rest of the Lightning’s performance in their 
Game 2 win. 

Difference-maker 

Lightning left wing Alex Killorn celebrates his goal with his teammates on 
the bench during the second period. 

Killorn was the most effective skater on the ice for the Lightning, with 
linemate Anthony Cirelli a close second. It should be no coincidence, 
then, that they scored the two Tampa Bay goals. 

With all of the firepower on Tampa Bay’s top two lines, it’s easy to 
overlook Killorn. But he creates havoc all over the ice, forces turnovers 
and generates scoring chances, both in 5-on-5 play and on the power 
play. 

His second-period goal was an example of Killorn making something out 
of nothing, as he whipped a seemingly harmless shot on net from just 
inside the blue line. Cirelli took away goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic’s eyes 
with a screen in front, and Killorn’s shot beat Nedeljkovic on the glove 
side. 

Fittingly, it was Killorn’s blood on the ice that caused a stoppage in play 
after Cirelli’s third-period goal. He was that involved. 

Grade: A-plus 

Powerless 

After managing just one shot on two power-play opportunities in Game 1, 
the Lightning were held without a shot on their two man-advantage 
chances Tuesday — and nearly allowed a short-handed goal. 

As they did in Game 1, the Hurricanes pressured Tampa Bay all over the 
ice, often sending two skaters at the puckcarrier and forcing him to get rid 
of it quickly. The Lightning hoped that if they could get through the first 
wave of pressure, they could create some odd-man opportunities, but 
they were unable to do so. 

Their best chance came on a centering feed for Killorn with Aho in the 
box for slashing Ondrej Palat in the second period. But the puck eluded 
Killorn’s stick and skittered harmlessly out of the zone. 

Grade: D, for dumbfounded 

Splash of artistry 
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With the tight checking making it difficult for either team to generate 
scoring chances, there wasn’t much artistry to the game. But Cirelli broke 
up the monotony with a sublime goal midway through the third period. 

Receiving a stretch pass from Hedman near center ice that was a bit 
behind him, Cirelli played the puck away from Brady Skjei, then outraced 
the Carolina defender to the net before beating Nedeljkovic stickside with 
a nifty backhand shot. 

What seemed an insurance goal at the time turned out to be the game-
winner. 

Grade: A 

So close 

Lightning defenseman Jan Rutta, who had no goals during the regular 
season and has never scored in the postseason, had a golden 
opportunity late in the second period. 

After a pass from Barclay Goodrow out of the corner, Rutta found himself 
with the puck on his stick all alone at the top of the slot. But with no traffic 
in front, Nedeljkovic came out of the net to challenge Rutta, and his shot 
went high off the crossbar up over the net. 

It would have been a nice milestone for Rutta, who played more than 19 
minutes in Game 1 with the Lightning down to five defensemen, but it 
was not to be. 

Grade: D, for disappointing 
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When the Lightning have a dirty job to do, the call goes to Anthony Cirelli 

 

By John Romano 

 

Oh, there are plenty of pretty players on the ice this time of year. The 
ones who make you marvel at their grace, and appreciate the precision 
of their skills. 

There are the physical standouts, too. The skaters who seem to move as 
quickly as the puck, not to mention the oversized goaltenders who 
anticipate and react with uncommon quickness. 

But when it comes to playoff hockey, give me the grunts. The hustlers, 
the battlers, the guys in the corners. 

Give me Anthony Cirelli. 

Tampa Bay goes up 2-0 in the series as they return home for game 3. 

On a team of prime-time stars and trophy winners, Cirelli is like the 
cousin with a cheap haircut. He doesn’t score as much and he darn sure 
doesn’t talk as much, but Cirelli is the guy a teammate is likely to choose 
when it comes to a pickup game. 

“You just circle the dirty areas on the ice,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper 
said, “and he goes to them and excels at them.” 

In case you didn’t know that, Tuesday night’s 2-1 victory against the 
Hurricanes in Game 2 should have convinced you. Cirelli was all over the 
ice and the game summary, too. He got off six shots and picked up two 
hits. He won seven of eight faceoffs and scored the eventual game-
winning goal. 

But it was the moments that don’t show up in the postgame paperwork 
that define the kind of player Cirelli is for the Lightning. He’s there on the 
penalty kill, and he’s there in the game’s final seconds when Carolina 
stacks the ice with scorers. 

He was also there when the Lightning took a 1-0 lead, but you had to be 
paying attention to realize it. Following a long pass from Victor Hedman, 

it was Cirelli who went behind the Carolina net and battled Jaccob Slavin 
for position. 

And once the puck scooted out along the boards toward Alex Killorn, 
Cirelli took up residence in front of the net and blocked the view of 
goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic as Killorn’s shot from the blue line sailed 
past for the score. 

“Those are the type of players you need this time of year,” captain 
Steven Stamkos said. “And those are the types of games that you’re 
going to have to get used to winning.” 

This is nothing new, of course. While the Lightning were cruising toward 
the Stanley Cup title last season, Cirelli was a 22-year-old wrecking ball 
in every series. He led Tampa Bay in takeaways last postseason and 
blocked more shots than any forward on the team. Now, through the first 
eight games of this postseason, he leads the Lightning in hits and is tied 
with Blake Coleman in takeaways. 

The only difference is Cirelli is starting to show up more on the 
scoresheet. His breakaway in the third period on Tuesday night, which 
led to a fancy-for-him backhanded goal to put the Lightning up 2-0, was 
his third goal of these playoffs. 

“My momentum carried me (to) the backhand to get a little room there,” 
Cirelli said. “I was just trying to put one on net, and I was fortunate that it 
went in.” 

All this for a player who went 28 consecutive games at the end of the 
season without a goal. That type of scoreless drought may have 
emotionally crippled a different kind of player, but Cirelli never stopped 
grinding. 

“You have these guys who compete so hard and when you take them out 
of the game it can be frustrating, but you need to have the mental 
wherewithal to work your way through it,” Cooper said. “Tony has proven 
that from youth hockey to junior to the American League to here. That’s 
why he’s turned himself into what I consider a big-time player in this 
league and he shows up in big-time moments.” 

Cirelli finished fourth in the Frank Selke Trophy voting last season — 
given to the NHL’s best defensive forward — which was fairly remarkable 
considering the award is typically limited to contenders who have built 
their reputations over several seasons. Cirelli was just the third player as 
young as 22 to have finished in the top five of voting in the past decade. 

It speaks to the respect Cirelli is gaining in the league, even if he hasn’t 
had the type of monster scoring season that might get his name noticed 
beyond Tampa Bay. 

Although a few more nights like Game 2, and the rest of the hockey world 
is going to catch up in a hurry. 
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The Athletic / What is the allure of prospect Simon Edvinsson in the NHL 
Draft: ‘Just imagine how good he can be’ 

 

By Scott Wheeler  

Jun 3, 2021 

 

He’s the 2021 NHL Draft’s unicorn. He knows it. Those who’ve worked 
with him know it. There’s just something about Simon Edvinsson that’s 
different. 

He’s a rangy, haywire 6-foot-4 198-pound defenseman with hands like a 
player 10 inches shorter and lateral agility like one 40 pounds lighter. 

But as those who know him will tell you, there’s also a method to his 
madness. And as he’ll tell you, there’s more to those unique attributes 
than genetics. 
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He has crafted himself through hard work and promises to get the most 
out of his one-of-a-kind package. 

Fredrik Sjöström knows a thing or two about developing NHL prospects. 
Twenty years ago, he was drafted 11th in the 2001 NHL Draft by the 
Phoenix Coyotes. In the decade that followed, he played in the WHL 
(where he called Ryan Getzlaf and Johnny Boychuk teammates) and 
NHL (where he played with rookies Keith Yandle, Kyle Turris and Nazem 
Kadri). In recent years, it has been Sjöström’s job to develop prospects 
as the general manager of Frölunda HC, where he has worked with 
Winnipeg’s Kristian Vesalainen, Buffalo’s Rasmus Dahlin, Los Angeles’ 
Samuel Fagemo and Detroit’s Lucas Raymond. 

Somehow, though, he’s not sure he’s ever seen a prospect quite like 
Edvinsson. 

“He’s got some unique qualities, that’s for sure,” Sjöstrom said, 
chuckling. “A big guy like that who is really effortless on the ice, a smooth 
skater who is very mobile, and he’s got a great reach with his long limbs 
and his long stick. He can really close the gap and has great gap control. 
Even on the big ice, he trusts his skating and he can close opponents 
out. That’s a special talent that he has. And then for being that big, he’s 
got a lot of skill in his hands and good vision. He’s a very special player.” 

Edvinsson hasn’t traveled the same linear path as Dahlin or Raymond. 
His hockey journey started much like theirs did, with a trip to the rink with 
Tobbe (dad) at 4 years old and hockey schools soon after when he fell in 
love with the game. He signed on with agent Peter Werner of CAA, a 
giant of the industry. But he wasn’t always viewed as the “next big thing.” 

There was always something about Edvinsson’s development that left 
people equal parts intrigued and unsure about what he could become. 

That was true at 16, even as he began to impress with the national team 
and made his way into game action with Frölunda’s under-18 team. It 
was true last year when he finished second on Team Sweden in scoring 
at the under-17 worlds with five points in as many games and finished 
the year with six points in his first eight games at Sweden’s top junior 
level, establishing himself as a likely top-10 pick in the 2021 class and, in 
some circles, a contender for No. 1. 

And it’s still true today, with his draft year in the books. He’s a weird 
prospect and this was a weird year. 

After starting the 2020-21 season with Frölunda’s junior club, where he 
posted six points in 13 games in September and October, the pandemic 
disrupted the schedule, necessitating time spent with the SHL team, 
where staff were captivated by his long frame and erratic style but 
thought he needed more time before taking on regular minutes at the top 
level. 

Without anywhere else for him to play, Edvinsson then skated in 10 
games in the SHL between mid-November and mid-January, bouncing in 
and out of the lineup while averaging 5:48 per game (a difficult way to be 
scouted as a top prospect for the upcoming draft). 

“He did well with us in our big club but when it came down to it, we 
wanted to give him some good ice time,” Sjöstrom said. “When the junior 
team wasn’t allowed to play, we didn’t want him to play limited minutes 
with us for his development, we really wanted him to play and keep 
developing.” 

In search of a solution, Frölunda reached out to Västerås IK (where 
they’d already placed Red Wings draft pick Gustav Berglund) in the 
second-tier HockeyAllsvenskan at the end of January. 

In Västerås, Edvinsson found a bit of a groove, playing an average of 
13:48 per game and picking up five assists and 16 shots in 14 games, as 
well as another three points and five shots on goal in 13:08 average ice 
time across six playoff games. 

Västerås staff noticed the same things Sjöström and his group with 
Frölunda had before them. 

“I understand the hype about him,” Västerås general manager Patrik 
Zetterberg said. “He’s really good. He’s a big guy and still he has to get 
some muscle on that body, but he’s just so smooth with his hands and he 
moves like a quick, smaller player. He handles the puck incredibly well 
and sees the ice really well. His hockey sense is very high, and he’s so 

young. When he starts to realize what it all means and how to handle all 
of that talent, watch out.” 

As did the NHL scouts that spilled into their rink to watch him. 

At ABB Arena Nord, where 10-scout capacity limits had been placed, 
there was never an empty seat once Edvinsson arrived. 

“Everyone is coming through, everyone is calling me, and all of the 
scouts are all over me about him. And I understand it because I’ve 
followed a lot of young players and I understand why this kid is 
something special. I would be really surprised if he wasn’t picked really 
early,” Zetterberg said. 

Zetterberg fielded the same questions over and over as regional NHL 
scouts tried to make sense of Edvinsson. 

They’d ask if they were crazy to think he had the highest potential in the 
draft. And they wondered about his potential if he put it all together. 

“Just imagine how good he can be,” Zetterberg would answer, “and that’s 
how good he can be.” 

When they’d poke and prod on what he was like off of the ice, and if he 
had the disposition to figure it out and reach his true potential, Zetterberg 
would answer quickly. 

“He’s not a kid that doesn’t know what he’s doing. He came here by 
himself and it has been no problem. He was only 17 when he arrived and 
then he turned 18 here. And he took care of himself. We didn’t have to 
help him around or get him on schedules. Like all young players, he had 
to get into it on and off the ice, but he worked hard,” Zetterberg said. 

When they called Sjöstrom with the same questions, his answers rang 
out to the same tune. Sjöstrom describes his pupil as easygoing, the kind 
of person who always has a smile on his face and took the highs and 
lows of his draft year in stride. But there’s also a quiet determination to 
him beneath the surface. 

“All of the teams have been calling the whole season asking not only just 
about Simon’s unique set of skills but there have been quite a many 
phone calls about his play, his work ethic, and what kind of personality he 
is. The NHL teams are really doing their due diligence on him, that’s for 
sure,” Sjöström said. “But he always comes to to the rink very interested 
in getting better. He wants to know what he can do better every day. He’s 
the kind of guy who has big eyes and big ears and he wants to improve 
every day, which is a lot of fun for our coaches.” 

Edvinsson admits that the height thing comes from his mom and dad. 
Both of his parents, Tobbe and Åsa, are tall. As is his only brother, 
Hannes, who is already 6-foot-2 at 16 years old. 

Tobbe is a police officer and Åsa is a personal trainer, so some of the 
athleticism, he confesses, comes from them too. 

“We’re a moving family,” Simon Edvinsson said on a recent phone call. 
“And we’re a tall family. I grow a little all the time it seems. But I’ve 
always been tall.” 

But when he’s asked about his uncharacteristically soft hands or the way 
he dodges pressure through his wide skating stance, he insists that those 
tools are his own doing. The hands, he says, have been his biggest focus 
for each of his last four offseasons as he’s set out to build a game that 
doesn’t look or play anything like people would expect out of a 
defenseman as big as he is. 

“I haven’t always had my hands. Whenever I’ve gone through my game 
to see what I can do to get more ice time since a young age, I’ve known 
that I’ve needed to be a good puck handler and then I’ve literally worked 
on it every day to get comfortable with the puck and be strong at it,” 
Edvinsson said. 

His movement and his fearlessness (which he says some confuse as 
erratic) come from time spent on a mat learning to wrestle and training as 
a mixed martial artist. 

“MMA builds my core and smooths my motions. It builds strength right up 
to the neck and helps me keep an aggressive mentality on the ice,” 
Edvinsson said. “I try to use my length with my body to get smooth and 
still have good mobility. I’ve worked a lot with the trainers in Frölunda on 
that, but also with my mother and in MMA classes.” 
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When he got settled with Västerås, Edvinsson felt like his hard work all 
on fronts, including time spent training by himself while he was a scratch 
in the SHL, began to pay off in the HockeyAllsvenskan playoffs, 
crescendoing nicely into under-18 worlds in Texas at the end of April and 
beginning of May. 

After reviewing Edvinsson’s game with Västerås, Sjöström got excited 
about the player Frölunda expects to play in the SHL next season. 
Zetterberg saw him grow firsthand in that experience, arguing that 
Edvinsson got a better “hockey education” in HockeyAllsvenskan than he 
would have had he continued on his in-and-out trend with Frölunda. 

In particular, Zetterberg also pointed to Edvinsson’s poised play without 
the puck as better than he’s given credit for. 

“He’s good defensively. He’s good in all ends. He’s not only an offensive 
defenseman. He’s more of a two-way defenseman who has incredible 
offensive skills,” Zetterberg said. 

If anything, Zetterberg said Västerås felt like he needed to develop his 
shot more than his defensive-zone game. 

“He can really carry the puck up and he’s good at the blue line but he just 
always wants to pass the puck instead of playing the shot. He’s so good 
at taking himself to really good positions for the shot but he tries to find 
teammates to pass so that they can score instead,” Zetterberg said. 

Edvinsson plans to make his shot his focus this summer so that he can 
take his unique blend of size, skating and skill as far as everyone hopes 
he can go. 

He’s happy with the rest of his game, so much so that when he’s asked 
to consider areas other than his shot to improve, he has to pause. 

“I think I have an eye for the game. When I carry out the puck, my 
passing play is really good. But most of all my skating and how I handle 
the puck is my best. And my weaknesses … oh, this is hard,” he said, as 
if confident to a fault. “Of course I have a lot of things that I can improve. I 
think I get too offensive sometimes and that’s maybe my weakness.” 

Zetterberg expects that attitude will combine with Edvinsson’s tools to 
propel him into the bright lights of the NHL. 

“(Edvinsson) wants to make a big difference every shift on the ice, 
especially when he knows that all of the scouts in the stands are just 
looking at him. But I think he’s a pretty special situation. He’s not 
stressed about it. He’s pretty cool about it. He just says ‘ah, I don’t care, 
it’ll be what it’ll be’ and that’s better than the other way,” Zetterberg said. 
“I think he’s pretty aware that he lives on talent.” 
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The Athletic / NHL draft-eligible Chaz Lucius is more than his goal 
scoring 

 

By Scott Wheeler  

Jun 3, 2021 

 

Chaz Lucius was at home in Grant, Minn., recovering from knee surgery 
that derailed the most important year of his life. Whenever he got on a 
phone call with his coach in Michigan, or showed up to the Training 
HAUS or the rink in Minnesota to see another coach, he had something 
new to relay about what he learned during his time off. 

He spoke of the books he’d been reading and the journalling he was 
doing. The first book he read was “Greenlights,” a memoir by actor 
Matthew McConaughey. The second was “Can’t Hurt Me: Master Your 
Mind and Defy The Odds,” a self-help memoir by David Goggins. 

The coach from Minnesota, Billy Hengen, has worked with Lucius since 
he was 10 years old. The coach from Michigan, Dan Muse, had just 

taken over USA Hockey’s national development program’s 2003 age 
group and was getting to know the team’s leading scorer from a year 
earlier through those frequent calls. 

Hengen wasn’t surprised by Lucius’ attitude. 

“I think he’s like God’s gift to the Earth. No bullshit, no coach speak, his 
mindset is on another planet. He’s not human. I’ve never seen it. He’s the 
Tom Brady of 17-year-olds,” Hengen said. “As a coach you’re like ‘whoa, 
maybe I should be doing what he’s doing.’” 

Muse caught on quickly during their frequent chats. 

“There was no feeling bad for himself. It was just ‘all right, this is what I 
can control, I’m going to make the best out of this time, and I’m going to 
make sure that I come back even stronger than when I went out,’” Muse 
said. “And the way he approached it is going to really benefit him long 
term as well.” 

Lucius is a top prospect for the 2021 NHL Draft whose goal-scoring 
exploits could earn him a top-10 selection. He didn’t make his return to 
the U.S. NTDP’s lineup until Feb. 19, 2021, more than 30 games into his 
team’s season. 

But according to those who know him best, it’s not just his ability to put 
the puck in the net that separates him. Clearly, as Muse and Hengen 
attest, there’s more that drives Lucius. 

The first time Hengen saw Lucius play hockey was from the opposing 
bench. 

Hengen was coaching a stacked 9-year-old AAA team called the 
Minnesota Blades and midway through the game he called a timeout and 
thought to himself, “we’re going to lose to one guy.” 

Late in the game, that one guy scored the game-winning goal, punching 
the ice as he celebrated. After the game, Hengen got the kid’s name off 
the scoresheet, skipped his postgame chat and rushed into the arena’s 
lobby. 

“Can someone direct me to Chaz Lucius’ mom or dad?” he asked. 

In the lobby, he met Lucius’ mom, Tammy, and asked for her number. A 
year later, Chaz and his younger brother Cruz both joined Hengen’s 10-
year-old team and went to the famed Brick Tournament in Edmonton 
together, where both Lucius boys made the all-tournament team. When 
Tammy and Chuck Lucius — Chaz’s father — launched Gentry 
Academy, a school for grades 5-12 in St. Paul, in 2017, Hengen coached 
Chaz there, too, as well as with the Blades in the summers through the 
5S Hockey Training program he runs. 

Hengen remembers thinking that Chaz Lucius, at 10 years old, was more 
consistent than any of the players on the high school team. By 11, Lucius 
was the only player on the ice who could one-time a puck. 

Hengen always felt like his pupil was out of place, but only in the best 
ways. 

“It was incredible to see his demeanor and work ethic and how he 
approached the game as a young kid. He has always seemed to be five 
to 10 years ahead of his time in terms of his mindset and his maturity. He 
acted like a pro even though he wasn’t a pro. That’s who he is. That’s 
who he has always been,” Hengen said. 

“It’s as if he could see where he was headed as a young kid and knew 
the work he had to put in to get there. He was never confused about 
where he wanted to go as a young player. A lot of players in Minnesota, 
they want to play Division I hockey, that’s their ultimate goal. For Chaz, it 
has always been the NHL.” 

At the end of every year, Hengen would ask himself and the other 
coaches the same question as they traveled North America for 
tournaments: “Have you seen anyone you’d take over Chaz?” 

The answer was always no. 

“In our mind, he’s the top guy. Chaz was the best goal scorer in the age 
group and he still is. Some things don’t change. He’s the alpha when he 
steps onto the ice,” Hengen said. “And he’s a 24/7 guy. You don’t come 
across those hardly ever. He’s on a level that we don’t see.” 
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Chaz Lucius had 18 points in 12 games for the U.S. NTDP. 

Hockey was the last sport Chaz picked up. Tammy played college 
basketball at Minnesota State University-Mankato, so he started with 
basketball at 6. Then came soccer and golf. He didn’t play hockey until 8, 
a year before Hengen saw him. 

Chaz and Cruz fell in love with it because they could play together, with 
Chaz playing center and his little brother slotting in on his right wing. 

Until Chaz left for the national program in the fall of 2019, with Cruz 
following a year later, they’d never played apart. 

“He’s my favorite person,” Cruz said. “He’s just so fun to be around, he’s 
always positive and he’s always been the leader on our team. That’s one 
thing that more people should know about him. Off of the ice, I try to be a 
really positive guy and a good leader, just like Chaz.” 

On the ice or the basketball court or the soccer pitch, their 
competitiveness came from each other, and there was always a score. 
But they never fought, learning instead to feed off one another. 

“We always knew where each other were on the ice and built a really 
good relationship with each other out there that way,” Cruz said. “He’s 
always had such a good shot and ability to score goals and playing with 
him I developed a really good mindset for passing. We had really good 
chemistry. I piled up the assists.” 

In their first season apart, Chaz became a star with USA Hockey, scoring 
a team-high 31 goals and 50 points in 46 games, and adding seven goals 
and 10 points in six games to lead the under-17 worlds in both categories 
en route to a silver medal. 

But in advance of Chaz’s draft year, and Cruz’s first year with the 
program, both couldn’t wait to reunite in Michigan, where Tammy and 
Chuck rotate in and out of a place they have there to keep an eye on 
their sons. But when Cruz left to start his new chapter, Chaz stayed 
behind to nurse his knee, which had left him in pain the previous season 
due to a bone lesion (a tear or fracture in the cartilage covering the joint). 

“When I first heard the news, it wasn’t great, but you learn that there’s not 
much you can do about it, so each day I just progressed and tried to get 
back as soon as I could to the team,” Chaz said. “I promised myself from 
Day 1 that I wasn’t going to get down and get sad.” 

For the first few months of his recovery, that required rehabbing his knee 
seven days a week at the Training HAUS, two hours in a hyperbaric 
chamber five days a week, and no hockey. 

He didn’t get back on the ice in Minnesota for skates until December. 

“The process was definitely long, and hard, and grueling, but I feel like I 
learned a lot from it. … I really honed in on the gym because I could do 
that right when I got back. And then when I could start skating again, I 
was just working on getting the motion back in my knees,” Chaz said. 

Through it all and in the middle of a pandemic, he was fielding interviews 
from NHL clubs who wanted updates on his status. 

Early on in that process, Hengen showed him a video on how Connor 
McDavid overcame his knee surgery. Lucius, Hengen says, took it to 
heart. 

When it was finally time for him to return to Michigan, the proof was in the 
progress he’d made. 

“He was excited to tackle the challenge,” Hengen said. “Young players 
don’t know how to approach their first injury but he did and he did it 
above and beyond. Before he left, he told me that his mindset had never 
been stronger and I said to him ‘I think your shot’s better than it has ever 
been too.'” 

Chaz Lucius is expected to join the University of Minnesota next season. 

In Lucius’ first game back with Team USA, he scored two goals on his 
first two shots against the Chicago Steel. By the time he’d played a 
month’s worth of games, he had 11 goals and 16 points in nine games 
after a 12-month layoff. 

“The expectations for him coming back were to go do your best and not 
put too much pressure on yourself right away and then he turns around 

and scores three goals in his first two games,” he said. “And it’s 
emotional to see him succeed that quick, but that defines who he is.” 

Muse’s first impression of Lucius was how his teammates were “thrilled” 
when he returned to the dressing room. Then he got him on the ice. 

“When he came back, his ability to create offense both with his shot and 
his playmaking ability, it really stood out to me from Day 1. He’s got a 
great sense of where to go and there are a lot of little things he does 
once he has entered the zone, whether it’s entering the zone or once the 
team has established possession, just to get himself open,” Muse said. 

“Then you combine that offensive sense with really great hands, the shot 
from distance, the shot in tight, and it’s just a really threatening 
combination. He’s a really fun player to work with.” 

The adversity of his draft year didn’t end with his knee injury, though. 
After finishing with 13 goals and 18 points in 12 games leading into the 
under-18 world championships, tournament protocols prevented him from 
participating when he fell ill with a high temperature and his quarantine 
overlapped with an April 18 deadline for arrival in Dallas. 

The news left him “beyond upset,” according to one source, because his 
knee had nothing to do with not being able to participate and he wanted 
badly to win a gold medal. 

In the games he did play, though, the hockey world got to see Chaz’s 
skill, including his teammates. 

Forward Ryan St. Louis called Chaz’s shot second-to-none and points to 
his 200-foot game as underrated. Defenseman Aidan Hreschuk said they 
missed his scoring and he looked like his old self from his very first 
practice back. 

And even after a difficult year, Chaz remains confident about who he is 
and where he’s going. 

“My goal scoring is definitely the top of the line in this draft and I know it’s 
that,” he said. “And then I’ve also got puck protection skills. I’m 6-foot-1, 
185 pounds, and I use that to get down low and get into tight areas to not 
only score from the top of the circles with my shot but also to score down 
low. And then with my passing abilities and with my transition game, I 
can find the open guy.” 

He’s also relieved to be pain-free. 

“I feel like what I went through, not many kids my age can say that they 
went through that. Just the mental toughness and the stick-to-itiveness to 
be out there and give it all I’ve got has really helped me become a better 
player after this injury,” he said. “I feel like myself. I think I’m better from 
it.” 

Skills coach Nick Quinn of Power Edge Pro, who has also worked with 
top 2021 NHL Draft prospects Owen Power and Cole Sillinger, thinks 
Lucius’ skill makes him a top 5-10 pick in 2021 “all day long.” 

“Nothing surprises me with him because his work ethic is incredible. You 
just watch him play this electrifying, offensive, upbeat style and he has 
grown into his body over the years and he’s a force,” Quinn said. 

But there’s something else that does too. 

“When you talk to him, you get the impression very quickly that he’s not 
your average teenager by any stretch,” Quinn said. “Chaz is all 
business.” 
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Owen Power enters the 2021 NHL Draft as the presumed favorite to be 
the No. 1 pick, with most — albeit not all NHL scouts — saying he would 
be their top ranked prospect. 

The draft lottery will be held on Wednesday, providing a better idea of 
where Power is likely to play. The Ducks, Sabres, Kraken and Devils 
have the best odds of winning the lottery. 

Now we dive into what Power is as a player and what teams can expect 
from the defenseman. 

Skating is the foundation of Power’s game. 

You don’t see many big men with the kind of speed he has. Look at the 
way he can hook the net and get up the ice, and you can easily envision 
him creating a lot of controlled exits and entries. 

His edgework is very good, as well. He can evade pressure at a high 
level, and walk the offensive blue line to make his checks miss and 
create offense. 

One of the most important aspects of defending other than breaking up 
plays is puck retrievals. In that aspect, Power is excellent due to his 
mobility. Pucks shot into his zone that for most are a contested battle are 
an easy zone exit for him. 

Defensively, his skating allows him to get away with some mistakes and 
recover from trying to create in the offensive zone. 

He’s not an overly physical defender but his reach and skating allow him 
to break up a lot of plays, create turnovers and maintain offensive zone 
possession because of how quickly he can close on opponents and get 
to pucks. 

The common comparable used to Power is Tampa Bay’s Victor Hedman. 
When I asked Power about what he takes away from watching Hedman, 
Power said: “He can put up points, but he kills a lot of plays before they 
even start. Coming out of the other team’s end he’s always right on top of 
the other team’s forwards, his gaps and stick are excellent.” 

You can see that type of defending in Power’s game in how he closes 
gaps in the offensive and neutral zone. 

“He takes up so much space, you can’t get by him,” said one NHL scout 
on Power’s defending. 

Power isn’t doesn’t make dazzling highlight reel offensive plays like 
recent No. 1 picks Jack Hughes, Rasmus Dahlin and Alexis Lafrenière. A 
lot of the time his game will be skating pucks out of trouble and making a 
strong first pass up the ice. 

But I do think though that there is offense in his game. Inside the 
offensive zone, he shows the ability to make plays, to find seams and to 
show good patience to create scoring chances. 

NHL scouts always point to his hockey sense as his primary way of 
creating offense, and you see it in how he makes plays inside the 
offensive blue line. 

I don’t expect him to be an elite offensive player in the NHL, but I do 
expect the offense to be significant, and for him to help an NHL team in 
transition and on the power play. 

Production 

Power’s stat line may not jump off the page to you this season for a 
projected first pick, but comparing him to other first-year, draft-eligible 
defensemen who were picked in the first round out of college, it is right in 
line. 

All but one of the five mentioned in the table were late birth dates, with 
Zach Werenski being much younger than the rest of that peer group at 
the time of his draft. 

Power’s production excites scouts when you line it up to that peer group. 
“He provides a lot of offense, in line with current highly skilled NHL 
defensemen while also being better defensively than a lot of them at the 
same age. He was a rather rare freshman defenseman,” said one NHL 
executive. 

As an underage in Chicago of the USHL, where Power was named 
defenseman of the year, his production was rather off the charts for 
someone who wasn’t in their draft year. With few comparisons, the 
closest would be Jordan Schmaltz, who was a late first-round pick, but 
the two players’ size and skating profiles are vastly different when it 
comes to pro projections. 

What the hockey world is saying 

Mel Pearson, Michigan coach: “His size and mobility stand out quickly 
but he’s so smooth on the ice and smart. He’s a play ahead of 
everything. He has great body position, he’s competitive. He’s not Cale 
Makar or Quinn Hughes but he has offensive creativity. He can jump into 
the play, he can shoot it. He has so much about his game that 
impresses.” 

NHL scout: “He’s the safe pick. There’s no miss factor with him. He’s 
huge, intelligent and a graceful skater. He’s going to help an NHL team in 
all phases, he’s solid defensively, good in transition and has offense. 
He’s also a really mature, grounded kid.” 

NHL scout: “He’s first overall. He’s a really good skater for his size, he 
has good skill for his size. He can make plays. He’s a good defender, you 
wish he had a little more hardness in him, but he will be more than a 
good enough defender in the NHL.” 

NHL executive: “I don’t see how he isn’t a top-pair defenseman in the 
NHL. Could he play a little more physical? Sure. But everything else is 
there. You don’t see a whole lot of first-year, draft-eligible defensemen be 
as good as he was in college, playing heavy minutes and doing so 
effectively.” 

NHL scout: “He’s going to play, he’s going to be top-four, no question in 
my mind. I would be surprised if in 10 years you told me he ended up the 
best player from this draft.” 

NHL scout: “I think there’s untapped offense in his game. You look at big 
guys like Hedman, the offense came later. I think the same could happen 
with Power.  What he did in Chicago was pretty special for his age.” 

Ryan Hardy, general manager of the Chicago Steel: “He’s very 
intelligent, very competitive, very big and mobile for his size. He has an 
inner drive to get better and add layers to his game. He has poise, tight 
area skills and a desire to join the rush.” 

Kent Johnson, teammate at Michigan: “He’s a special defenseman, you 
don’t see guys with his playstyle too much where you’re that big, and you 
have the speed and skill of a top forward.” 

Projection 

Owen Power may not have the offensive stat line, the long highlight reel 
nor the years of over-the-top hype as some other No. 1 picks, but he is 
still a fantastic prospect who will be a big part of an NHL team. 

He projects as a top-pair defenseman in the NHL who plays hard 
minutes, can kill penalties, and can be on an NHL power play but 
probably in a PP2 role. Given the lack of true elite offensive skill and 
production, I am skeptical of tagging him as a projected NHL star, but I 
do think he has the potential to be that. If you told me in seven or eight 
years that Power became as valuable as Dougie Hamilton or Hedman, I 
could completely buy that outcome. Given how good Power looked 
playing with and against NHL players at the world championships, I could 
easily envision him in the NHL next season and more than holding his 
own. 
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I’ve been doing my annual draft lottery power rankings for years now, 
and it’s usually one of my favorite columns to write. But I’ll admit that I 
toyed with the idea of skipping it this year. After all, what weird scenario 
could I possibly come up with that would even come close to last year’s 
real results? We had a lottery, then a team that was still playing won the 
top pick, but we didn’t know which team, and so we had a second lottery 
weeks later. It was awful, and also brilliant, the new gold standard by 
which all other lottery chaos will be measured. 

This year is back to normal … kind of. There’s no risk of a playoff team 
winning or a sequel in a few weeks. But the league did decide to switch 
up the rules on us, so let’s do a quick refresher on how this works now. 

The big change for this year is that we’re only drawing two teams now 
instead of the usual three. Two more changes — reducing how many 
spots a winning team can move up, and preventing teams from winning 
twice in a five-year period — don’t kick in until next season. As an added 
twist, don’t forget that Seattle has joined the fray. Oh, and for the first 
time since 2017, there’s some genuine intrigue around who’ll end up 
going number one. 

You know what? We can work with this. If you want actual useful 
information, you can find the odds for each team here. If you want to get 
weird, keep reading. 

The “Maximum Chaos” Ranking 

Let’s lead off with one of my favorite categories. Team Chaos fans, unite. 

Not ranked: Anaheim Ducks 

They have the second-best odds, they’re legitimately bad, they’re pretty 
much committed to a rebuild … honestly, your friend would ask you who 
won a day later and you wouldn’t remember. 

5. Buffalo Sabres 

Most years, the team with the best lottery odds lands in the “not ranked” 
space. After all, what’s chaotic about the most likely outcome? But this 
year, after everything the Sabres have been through, you can’t help but 
wonder what might happen if they get the top pick. Would they forget to 
use it? Go back to what worked in the past and take Gilbert Perreault? 
Give it to the Bills, since they might actually get some use out of it? The 
mind boggles. 

4. Vancouver Canucks, or one of the teams right around them 

Longtime readers know I love to point out single games that changed the 
lottery results, and that last week of Canucks games that were played 
despite the playoffs already starting would be fertile ground for an “if 
only” scenario one way or another. 

3. Any of the bottom five teams 

Any of Chicago, Calgary, Philadelphia, Dallas or New York winning the 
draw for the top pick would be fun, because everyone will go “Ah, they 
can’t move up all the way to number one because of the new rules,” then 
realize that part doesn’t kick in until next year. 

2. New Jersey Devils 

Similar to the last entry, imagine having a team that’s already won two 
No. 1 picks in recent years win again, only to have everyone realize that 
the “you can’t win too often” rule also doesn’t start this year. 

(By the way, shout out to the NHL for convincing itself it had specific 
problems, coming up with solutions to address those problems, and then 
intentionally delaying those fixes for a year. You can’t say this league 
isn’t on brand.) 

1. Arizona Coyotes 

They don’t have a first-round pick, as part of their punishment for 
breaking combine testing rules. But they’re still in the lottery, for reasons 
nobody seems quite clear on, which means that if they win, there’s a 
redraw. 

Seriously, why are they in the drawing at all? Just take them out and 
adjust everyone else’s odds. The only explanation I can come up with is 
that the league wants there to be some small chance of the team 
knowing it cost itself the first pick, which is super mean and more than a 
little petty. I’m kind of here for it. 

The “Who Actually Deserves It?” Rankings 

This one’s always tricky, because what does it really mean to “deserve” a 
lottery win? For some fans, it just means you were the worst team. For 
others, being a terribly run organization shouldn’t earn you anything, and 
a team that made an earnest effort to actually win is more deserving of a 
reward than one that tanked. 

Not ranked: New York Rangers  

Luckily they’re a long shot, but after two straight years of winning a top-
two pick, it had better not happen again. 

5. Seattle Kraken 

They didn’t even win a single game last year. 

4. Ottawa Senators 

They’re rebuilding but improving, and they haven’t had much lottery luck 
lately. Plus, they’re the whole reason we have a lottery in the first place, 
so they might as well reap some of the rewards. 

3. New Jersey Devils 

Oof. On the one hand, they’ve already won two lotteries for the top pick. 
On the other hand, they did play well down the stretch to win the Gold 
Plan race in an alternate universe where the NHL used that vastly better 
and more entertaining way to determine the draft order. Let’s split the 
difference and put them halfway down the list. 

2. Detroit Red Wings 

Last year’s Wings were one of the worst teams in modern history, but 
they made some genuine strides forward this year. More importantly, 
they’ve had awful luck in recent lotteries. If we’re going to leave the top 
picks to random chance, we should at least hope that the luck evens out 
over time for the worst teams. 

1. Vancouver Canucks  

That season-ending schedule crunch was brutal and probably never 
should have been allowed to happen, but the Canucks fought through 
and even won a few games when everyone would have understood if 
they’d just mailed it in and banked better odds. It would be kind of cool in 
hindsight to see a few of those wins be the points that pushed them into 
a winning draft slot. 

The “Which Team Needs It Most?” Ranking 

Top picks are super valuable in today’s NHL, so every team needs one to 
some extent. But if a team already has a strong prospect pipeline or a 
young core in place or some basic hope for the future, we can skip them 
on this ranking. In other words, if your team isn’t here, take it as a 
compliment. 

Not ranked: Seattle Kraken 

They’re an expansion team, which means the league’s rules basically 
guarantee that they’ll be an instant Cup contender. At least, that’s how 
it’s been explained to me by bitter fans who never said that in 2017 but 
changed their mind after the Golden Knights kicked their team in the 
teeth. 

5. Calgary Flames 

The Flames feel like a classic team that should probably rebuild but is 
going to hold out on the inevitable for way too long, which is frustrating 
for their fans because they did the same thing at the end of the Iginla era. 
A lottery win might nudge them down the right path. 

4. Vancouver Canucks 

When you insist on using all your cap space on veteran depth guys, you 
really need a few good players on ELCs to have any chance. 
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3. San Jose Sharks 

One bad year can be a fluke, but two in a row is a pattern. They’ve never 
tanked because a roster full of untradeable contracts means they can’t, 
but man do they have a long way to go. 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets 

I’ll always respect the Blue Jackets’ decision to go for it in 2019, even if it 
didn’t work out in the long term. Now the bill has come due, the most 
successful coach in franchise history has left, their top center was traded, 
a franchise defenseman is probably next, and there’s lots of work to be 
done. 

1. Buffalo Sabres 

Last year, I ranked the Sabres number one in this category and wrote: 
“The team needs it. The new front office needs it. More than anything, 
the fans need it. This is a team that desperately needs some good news.” 
Since then, they fired their coach, signed the top UFA forward and 
watched him score two goals, healthy scratched their second most 
expensive player, had their franchise player get injured and then 
basically ask for a trade, had a record 18-game losing streak and finished 
dead last. 

My only hesitation on this ranking is that I’m trying to come up with a spot 
higher than “one.” 

The “Conspiracy Theories Are Fun” Ranking 

Would Gary Bettman pick up the phone in the middle of the night and 
insist on a certain team winning the lottery? No, because it’s the playoffs 
and the NHL doesn’t want anyone to make a late call. Thank you, tip your 
waitress, let’s make up some conspiracies. 

Not ranked: Arizona Coyotes 

This might be the first time I haven’t had the Coyotes in this section, but 
the whole “we will instantly re-pick if you win” thing seems like a 
dealbreaker. 

5. Buffalo Sabres 

Mainly because at this point, I think that something good happening to 
this team and its fans would immediately fall into the category of things 
that could only be explained nefariously. 

4. Seattle Kraken 

Thanks for the $650 million guys, anything else we can get for you? 

3. Detroit Red Wings 

The league kind of sort of changed the lottery rules in response to how 
often the Red Wings were losing, and having them just happen to come 
up with the top pick in a year where a Michigan kid was near the top of 
the draft board would at least give the tin-foil hat types something to 
chew on. 

2. Dallas Stars 

Their odds are minuscule, plus the Stars are coming off a nightmare year 
of injuries, COVID and schedule disruptions. A win would be a nice feel-
good story for a team that could use it. And whenever something nice 
happens, somebody somewhere will complain about it. 

1. New York, Chicago or Philadelphia (tie) 

We don’t have to overthink this one. Any big, traditional market with tiny 
odds would get people up in arms. New York has already won twice, the 
league would desperately love the Hawks to be good again as quickly as 
possible, and you can’t convince me that the ghost of Ed Snider isn’t still 
telling Bettman what to do and when to do it. 

The “What’s Best for the Top Prospects?” Ranking 

Won’t somebody please think of the children… 

Not ranked: Buffalo Sabres  

I love you, Buffalo fans, but don’t act like you weren’t thinking it. 

5. Los Angeles Kings/Anaheim Ducks (tie) 

Both teams have a few solid veterans to learn from and plenty of kids 
already in place to make sure they’re good at some point soon. In the 
meantime, guess you’ll just have to spend a few years hanging out on a 
beach. 

4. Detroit Red Wings 

They’re not there yet and don’t seem to be in any great hurry, but when 
they’re winning there aren’t many better hockey cities to play in. 

3. Vancouver Canucks 

If you’re a potential franchise defenseman like Owen Power, one of the 
worst parts about being a high pick is the instant comparisons to all of 
that team’s legendary defensemen from franchise history, and in 
Vancouver that won’t be an issue. 

2. New York Rangers 

They’re a good team in a great city, and when it comes to the pressure of 
top draft picks producing right out of the gate, let’s just say the bar has 
been set nice and low. 

1. Seattle Kraken 

Maybe the Knights made it look too easy, but starting your career with an 
expansion team seems like it would be awesome, right? You get in on 
the ground floor as an early face of the franchise, expectations shouldn’t 
be crazy in a market that’s still learning, and there should be a spot 
available on the roster if you can earn it. Plus teenagers love mythical 
monsters. 

The “Which team might trade down?” Ranking 

Every year, I like to pretend there’s a chance that a team will win the 
lottery and then throw the pick onto the open market and reap a windfall. 
Every year I’m disappointed, but I’m a Leafs fan, so you know I don’t 
learn from that. 

Not ranked: Buffalo Sabres  

Jack Eichel and the No. 1 pick for Connor McDavid, WHO SAYS NO? Oh 
right, everyone. 

5. San Jose Sharks  

Are they one big trade away from being back in contention? No. But does 
Doug Wilson know that? I’m pretty sure he does, but we can always 
hope. 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Are you getting an impatient vibe out of Anaheim? I kind of am. The 
pipeline is already in good shape, the division is weak, and Bob Murray’s 
seat might be getting warm. 

3. Philadelphia Flyers 

The last time they randomly had a terrible season out of nowhere, the 
lottery gods smote them. Maybe this time, they decide to get some short-
term help instead. 

2. Los Angeles Kings 

Seriously, if the Kings win the lottery their ping pong ball should just fall 
out of the raffle contraption, bounce down a Plinko board, and then drop 
directly onto a Rube Goldberg machine where it keeps rolling and rolling 
all the way to Kevyn Adams to complete the Eichel trade. 

1. New York Rangers 

They already have two recent lottery picks, there’s a new GM on the job, 
and the crazy owner just remembered he’s a crazy owner and wants to 
win now. The Rangers might be the only team in recent history that 
would be more likely than not to trade the first overall pick for immediate 
help. 

The “Unintentional Comedy ” Ranking 

Finally, the big one. When in doubt, go with the result that would be 
funniest for the rest of us. 

Not ranked: Columbus Blue Jackets  
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I’m pretty sure a Blue Jackets win is the one and only scenario where 
every hockey fan would just go “Sure, sounds right” and move on with 
their day. 

5. New York Rangers 

The league changed the rules so that you can’t win the lottery multiple 
times in consecutive years, then chickened out on having that rule go into 
effect for this year. The Rangers winning for a third straight year would 
be almost too perfect. 

4. Any of those teams from 12 down 

We already covered this, but I really feel like most fans know that the 
league changed the lottery rules so that teams can only move up ten 
spaces but don’t realize that change doesn’t kick in this year, meaning 
we could have a scenario where (for example) the Flyers win, Sabres 
fans think that’s good news, and then everyone watches in horror as the 
Flyers move all the way to the top of the list. 

3. Detroit Red Wings 

Their fans have complained constantly (and not undeservedly) about 
their lottery results over the years, watching their team always drop down 
to fourth or sixth and just miss the spots where the true stars can be 
found. Of course, they’d finally win the top pick in a year where there’s no 
true consensus number one, and some experts think that any of the top 
half-dozen or so prospects are all in the same tier. 

2. Arizona Coyotes 

Just for the sight of the league officials having to sigh deeply and say 
“Nope, take two, do it all over again, this one’s no good” as they’re 
reloading the ping pong balls, all while Connor McDavid sits at home and 
mumbles “Oh so now you’ve learned how to do that.” 

1. Buffalo, only when the ping pong ball comes out it’s a Bruins logo 

Shouldn’t have traded Mr. Draft Lottery! 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 06.03.2021 

1189321 Websites 

 

The Athletic / The fall from No. 1: Aatu Räty is no longer the 2021 NHL 
Draft’s top prospect, but that isn’t the end of his story 

 

By Scott Wheeler  

Jun 2, 2021  

  

Aatu Räty is laughing as he explains how he’s better at cooking, 
basketball, tennis, squash, chess and maybe now golf than his big 
brother, Aku. 

Golf and chess are newer hobbies brought on through some of the little 
spare time the pandemic has given him between games and training 
sessions. Last year, he confesses, Aku had him beat on the course, but 
his girlfriend plays and she has been coaching him for their pending 
rematches in Finland’s short two-month summer playing season. 

These days, Räty is relaxed. He has also developed an avid interest in 
reading as a way to reset in his time away from the rink. 

It has taken him some time to get here, though. This time a year ago, 
he’d begun to lose his love for hockey. 

This season, after a pivotal fall meeting with those close to him, he has 
slowly begun to let go of the expectations that have followed him — and 
the pressure he put on himself. 

Räty was the early front-runner for the No. 1 pick in the 2021 NHL Draft. 
Now, as that status has slipped away, he’s at peace with who he is. And 

those who know him are starting to see the player and person they all 
love again. 

People began to really talk about Räty in Finland in 2018 when the then-
15-year-old was laying waste to the country’s under-18 level with his 
hometown Kärpät team, producing a combined 27 points in 12 games 
across the end of one season and the beginning of the next. 

A year before that, he’d become a client of agent Mika Backman, signing 
in December 2017 when Räty turned 15 and rules restricting an agent’s 
ability to approach prospective clients lifted with his birthday. Backman 
also worked with Räty’s his older brother Aku (a fifth-round pick of the 
Coyotes in 2019). 

By winter 2018, as the calendar changed and he had his 16th birthday, 
Räty’s star began to garner more attention in the sport at large. He was 
promoted to Finland’s top under-20 junior league, making waves with 43 
points in 51 games, and appeared as the youngest player on Team 
Finland for the 2019 under-18 world championships. 

It was then that, two full seasons before Räty was even set to hear his 
name called in the NHL Draft, Backman says things began to get away 
from his client. 

“Aatu was not facing any pressure about his draft number. I think the 
media were doing that, saying he was supposed to be first overall. I think 
it was too early for media to start this talk about how he should go first 
overall,” Backman said. 

The following season, Räty’s momentum pushed him into contention for 
playing time with Kärpät ahead of his 17th birthday on Nov. 14. But after 
a season of bouncing between junior and pro, and appearing for Finland 
at the under-20 world juniors, the discussion began to slowly shift, the 
pressure began to mount and his play at both levels suffered. 

In time, as the 2019-20 season neared its unanticipated shutdown due to 
the pandemic, Räty had begun to feel like he was losing himself. 

“Last spring, it wasn’t easy for him,” Backman said. “He was the 
youngest player in the whole world juniors and then after the tournament 
Kärpät put him to play with the juniors and he tried to work harder and 
harder, and I think he even practiced too hard. I think he pushed too 
hard. The joy, he lost it.” 

That blend of disappointment and frustration then spilled through the 
summer before his draft year and into the start of a second season vying 
for ice time with Kärpät, one of Liiga’s dynastic top teams. 

When he returned, team staff began to worry about his progression. 

“His start was tough,” said Kärpät general manager Harri Aho, the father 
of Hurricanes star Sebastian Aho. “His performance was not enough at 
the beginning of the season. He struggled. And it can be mental as well 
as physical. He didn’t play his game at the level that he can play.” 

In October, team president Tommi Virkkunen, Kärpät coaching staff, Aho, 
Backman, Räty’s parents — Tuomo (a former professional hockey player 
and now a coach himself) and Päivi (a psychologist) — convened a 
meeting with Räty to try to course-correct. 

“I think from us, everything seemed to get to him,” Virkkunen said. 

“He had a little bit of a tough start early in the season and that was pretty 
tough for him but also for us because we were hoping for him to be 
playing every game, that was the plan early on in the season. And then 
the COVID situation was really tough for the kids because the juniors 
usually play a few games for us and then they go back to junior and play 
a lot and them come back to the main team but we couldn’t do that this 
year, so that was affecting him quite a bit.” 

In the meeting, they came to the conclusion that he needed to re-focus 
on his development, spend some time with the junior team and make 
sure he was properly resting. He also needed to begin working 
exclusively with one of the program’s strength coaches and skating 
coaches (rather than bouncing around on ice sheets with both in his 
yoyoing from pro to junior). 

After the meeting, Backman also had his partner, Juha Ylönen (the father 
of Canadiens second-rounder Jesse) sit down with Räty to tell him to 
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lessen his training before games so that his legs were fresh when it 
mattered, stop over conditioning and focus on skating. 

After returning to the pro team in December, the staff immediately 
thought he looked and played more like himself, but the challenging start 
kept him off of the world juniors squad, even though he was a returnee. 

“I wasn’t happy about not making it,” Räty said. “I know that I didn’t play 
as well as I should have at the start of the season but I also didn’t get the 
chance to play almost at all. I played like 10 minutes a game and only 
every other game. So I basically knew that I wasn’t going to be selected, 
not because of the skill level but because I just hadn’t had enough 
games.” 

Despite the world juniors snub, Räty’s season began to turn for the better 
into 2021, and he remained with the pro team the rest of the way in a 
regular role as one of the league’s youngest everyday players. He also 
began to feel the progress of the individual skating work he’d spent so 
many hours on in-season. 

Virkkunen and the rest of the team’s staff saw it, too. 

“The thing he needs to practice is the top speed. If he wants to be a 
player in the NHL, I think that’s the main thing to practice going forward. 
But I think he can do that. He’s still a young kid. And he has worked at it,” 
Virkkunen said. 

“He’s definitely headed in the right direction now and I mean, he’s a 
good-sized center and that’s tough to find in Finland. He can battle with 
his size and in tight positions he’s good, and he can shoot fairly good. I 
wouldn’t say it’s the best but it’s still good.” 

Though Aho doesn’t call Räty’s skating a weakness, he believes it’s 
clearly better today than it was when this season started. 

That’s a big deal because the rest of his tools are already there, 
according to Aho. 

“His hockey IQ is good and he can create plays by himself and for other 
players. That’s probably his best strength. The basic skills are good, so 
that’s not going to be an issue,” Aho said. “And he works really hard on 
and off of the ice. Sometimes he needs to take more rest than work. It’s 
not about his work ethic. That’s super. He’s a guy who wants to learn all 
the time more and more, and he’s interested about the game and how to 
develop himself. From that point of view, he’s a really good prospect and 
a good kid. He really can be someday in a good role in the NHL but it will 
take some time.” 

That time will include at least one more year in Liiga, where he is signed 
to play in 2021-22. 

Patience might even be needed beyond that year. Avalanche forward 
Joonas Donskoi benefited from spending five seasons in Liiga after his 
draft year. Sebastian Aho broke out in his post-draft season with Kärpät. 
While the Oilers’ Jesse Puljujarvi could be a cautionary tale as one who 
made the jump too early. Miro Heiskanen emerged in the league 
semifinals in the year after he was drafted third by the Stars. 

“We can see which players decided to take an extra year. Some kids are 
more ready and some are not. … So I try to push to Aatu not to leave 
early because then you go to the minors and you don’t know how you’ll 
be treated and there are no other Finnish guys around and not too many 
make it out of that,'” Virkkunen said. 

Patience should have been the message with Räty earlier than it maybe 
was, Harri Aho admits. 

“They can develop in one year a lot if they have good surroundings and 
mentally they’re ready to work hard and do everything it takes. It can go 
very fast. But at the same time, if they have too much pressure that they 
need to do something, they can lose that joy for the game, which is really 
important to enjoy what you’re doing,” Aho said. 

“Can Aatu be a superstar? I don’t know. Can he be a star in some 
organizations? Probably but it’s hard to say.” 

Two Finnish NHL scouts said they now expect Räty to be picked in the 
10-20 range of the 2021 NHL Draft. 

They credited his raw tools, especially his hands but also his shot, as his 
biggest assets. But they worry about his game-to-game and even shift-to-
shift inconsistency. 

“His skating has definitely changed this season but not necessarily for 
the better, at least not yet,” one scout said. “It might limit his potential but 
I don’t see it as a major issue. The constant changes probably haven’t 
helped.” 

Räty insists he has learned not to care about what others think of him. 

“I don’t think that there’s any difference if I get selected in the first round, 
or the second round, or any round. I know many players from Finland 
who’ve made it from the seventh round to the NHL,” Räty said. “I just 
know that you have to work hard and when you’re an NHL-level player, 
you’re going to get there. It doesn’t matter how I get there, just that I do. 
And I will.” 

He credits his brother for instilling that confidence in him, and for lessons 
relayed from his camp in Arizona. 

“Aku is one of the best things that has ever happened to me. Having 
someone to help me and train with me every single day, it has made me 
who I am today. … He’s my best friend,” Aatu Räty said. 

He’s happy with where his game’s at as well, and talks with bravado 
about his size-skill combination, believing he’ll be an impact player in the 
NHL once he continues to improve his skating and two-way game. 

Backman sees Räty through his brother, and says having a role model 
like Aku has helped him persist. 

“They both are very competitive people. They want to beat each other. It 
starts there. And then they’re both really good athletes too and hockey is 
just in their blood. They are determined to play hockey in the NHL. That’s 
their dream,” Backman said. 

“I think Aku is more calm and peaceful than Aatu. Aatu is more 
passionate and intense. And as players, Aku is more defense-orientated 
whereas Aatu takes more risks in his game. But Aatu has been 
developing his sense and his defensive-zone skills and vice-versa. ” 

Through it all, Backman’s belief that Aatu Räty will get to the same place 
he was always meant to go remains bullish. 

“I think he has handled everything really good and he understands what 
he needs to improve. In Kärpät, they don’t give anything for free so you 
really have to fight for your place on the roster,” Backman said. 

“I would tell NHL clubs that Aatu is a determined athlete who wants to 
make it to the NHL and I think he’ll be a top two-line NHL center. I’d put 
my name on it. Mark my words.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Scheifele’s predatory hit on Evans takes shine off 
Canadiens’ Game 1 win 

 

Eric Engels @EricEngels  

June 3, 2021, 1:09 AM 

 

This was no way for Jake Evans to be celebrating his 25th birthday — 
stretchered off the ice after scoring the insurance marker in this opening 
win of the second round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs for his Montreal 
Canadiens. 

With just under a minute to go in the third period of Game 1 between the 
Canadiens and Winnipeg Jets, Evans chased down a puck in the 
offensive zone, caught up to it behind the net, curled in front and scored 
his first-ever playoff goal to make it 5-3. It was right after the puck went in 
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that Evans took the full brunt of a charge from Mark Scheifele. He was 
knocked unconscious before his body even hit the ice. 

Scheifele, who led the Jets with 63 points in the regular season and co-
leads them with five in these playoffs, was assessed a five-minute 
charging penalty and a 10-minute game misconduct. How much more he 
receives for the hit Canadiens centre Jesperi Kotkaniemi called 
“disgusting” will be determined by the NHL’s department of player safety. 
Scheifele has no suspension history. 

“We haven’t talked to the league,” said Canadiens coach Dominique 
Ducharme. “I think it’s pretty obvious they’re going to look at the incident. 
Like I said, we haven’t talked to them, but yeah, we’re confident they’re 
going to take the decision and make the right decision.” 

Joel Edmundson, who had two assists, five shots on net and led all 
Canadiens with eight attempts in the game called Scheifele’s hit “dirty.” 

“If he gets back in this series, we’re going make his life miserable,” 
Edmundson added. 

He was clearly disturbed, as were the Canadiens as Evans lay 
motionless on the ice. 

A scrum ensued, and that’s when Jets forward Nikolaj Ehlers made a 
classy gesture to shield Evans from any collateral damage. 

“I hope he’s OK,” said Ehlers. “I came back and saw that he wasn’t 
looking good. When something like that happens there tends to be a 
scrum, so I was just trying to keep everyone away from him. In a situation 
like that, you don’t want anyone falling on top of him. I was just trying to 
keep everyone away.” 

Remaining Time -2:34 

Why Scheifele should be punished for hit against Evans 

After Evans came to, he was placed on a backboard and taken off the ice 
by medical personnel. 

“He’s still here,” Ducharme responded when he was asked if Evans had 
been transported to a local hospital. “He’s being evaluated. He’s doing 
better, but before I got here he was still in evaluation.” 

No further update on Evans’s condition is expected before Thursday. 

Ducharme called the play “vicious” and “useless.” Kotkaniemi said it was 
a gesture that showed “no respect” to the opponent. 

Who would argue against any of that? 

Jets coach Paul Maurice noted, “It’s such a highly unusual play because 
you’re backchecking to kill an empty-net play, you’re coming full speed. 
When Mark stopped skating, he kept his arms in.” 

But Maurice also said, “It’s a heavy, heavy hit, there’s no doubt about 
that. I’m sure the league will have its opinion.” 

Scheifele took a run from his own side of centre in an attempt to get back 
to the net to prevent the goal. He was late to arrive and had no chance of 
doing it. 

When he realized that, you could clearly see him target Evans before 
delivering the predatory hit. It was a charge from over 100 feet away, with 
a devastating affect that sucked the life out of Bell MTS Centre and 
rendered the result of the game secondary. 

“It’s frustrating,” said Edmundson. “I was following him up the ice and I 
saw how dirty of a hit it was right away. And to see him laying there — 
obviously, you never want to see that. And something like that happened 
last series (when Toronto Maple Leafs captain John Tavares was 
stretchered off the ice after an accidental collision with Montreal’s Corey 
Perry in Game 1). It just kills the vibe and you just hope he’s OK.” 

Perry said Evans clearly wasn’t, and he wasn’t communicating from the 
stretcher. Perry added he was relieved to see Evans moving his hands at 
least. 

Both players had a considerable part in what was a banner night for the 
Canadiens. Coming off their comeback from a 3-1 series deficit against 
the Maple Leafs, which was completed Monday, their win over the Jets 
on Wednesday gave them their first four-game winning streak of 2021. 

Kotkaniemi opened the scoring to extend his team-lead with his fourth 
goal of the playoffs. It was just 1:40 later, at the 5:10 mark of the first 
period, that Perry cut to the middle, took an elbow to the face from Logan 
Stanley — which he said should also be reviewed by the league — and 
set up Eric Staal’s first goal of the playoffs. 

Nick Suzuki made it 3-1 Montreal after Adam Lowry scored short-handed 
for the Jets, and the Canadiens got goals from Brendan Gallagher and 
Evans to seal the result. 

Their defencemen had combined for just two assists in seven games 
against Toronto, but they put up six in this one against the Jets. The 
team’s power play remained hot, collecting it’s fourth goal in its last nine 
attempts. And this win extended Montreal’s streak to 5-0 in these playoffs 
when scoring at least two goals. 

It was as complete a game as the Canadiens have played all year — a 
sharp contrast to what the Jets offered after a four-game sweep over the 
Edmonton Oilers in Round 1. 

The night started badly for Winnipeg when Paul Stastny didn’t come out 
for warmup. Then top-pairing defenceman Dylan DeMelo left after an 
awkward collision with Gallagher 29 seconds into his first shift. 

Lowry was out for an extended period after taking an errant puck to the 
head, but he returned to finish the game. Scheifele could be out much 
longer after being sent to the locker room with 57 seconds remaining. 

That will be one topic closely monitored Thursday. The other, of course, 
will be Evans’s health. 

The Toronto native suffered a head injury in last year’s playoffs, too. He 
suffered another one at Canadiens rookie camp in 2018, just months 
after completing his fourth season at the University of Notre Dame and 
signing his entry-level contract with the team. 

The road to this point of his career was a remarkable climb — from being 
a seventh-round draft pick in 2014 to becoming a strong AHL player for 
parts of two seasons to evolving into a player Ducharme was willing to 
slot onto his top line in the playoffs. 

Evans started on the fourth and was hurt in Game 1 of the series with the 
Maple Leafs. He returned for Game 5 on May 29 and spent the rest of 
the games in an integral role — helping the Canadiens shut down 
superstars Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner. He was once again at his 
best Wednesday before Scheifele knocked him out. 

Kotkaniemi summed up his importance to the team saying, “Jake is — I 
think you guys don’t even know — he’s a great guy in the room.” 

“He’s super funny guy, he keeps the energy up in the room,” Kotkaniemi 
continued. “I think he’s one of those guys that when you want to win the 
games you put him out there. Even when you want to get a goal or make 
sure the other team’s not scoring, he’s just one of those playoff guys.” 

The Canadiens will hope Evans returns to being one of the guys in short 
order. They’re unquestionably — and justifiably — outraged that his 
presence in this series was put in doubt by such a reckless and 
dangerous play. 

“It’s tough,” said Perry. “It was a huge win for us, but it was definitely 
emotional out there at the end. We’re going to think about him, we’re 
going to talk to him and see how he’s doing and all that for the rest of the 
night. 

But it’s tough when you see that.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL facing unique situation with potential Scheifele 
charging suspension 

 

Elliotte Friedman @FriedgeHNIC  
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This is a unique situation for the Department of Player Safety. Normally, 
you try and find comparable plays to any potentially suspendable 
situation. 

However, if you go back and look at charging suspensions the last six 
years — Carson Soucy (one game); Kevin Shattenkirk (two); Paul Byron, 
Niklas Hjalmarsson and Brayden Schenn (three); Cody Eakin (four) — 
there is nothing remotely comparable to Mark Scheifele’s hit on Jake 
Evans. 

Scheifele has a clean sheet, no suspension history. But, he clearly lost 
control of his emotions and delivered a bad hit. If he tries to play the 
puck, maybe we’re talking a different outcome and/or perception. As 
Cassie Campbell-Pascall showed, you could tell when Scheifele left the 
ice that he’d come to the realization of what had happened. 

Rule 42.1 reads as follows: “Charging shall mean the actions of a player 
who, as a result of distance travelled, shall violently check an opponent in 
any manner. A charge may be the result of a check into the boards, into 
the goal frame or in open ice. 

That describes the play, and gives the Department of Player Safety wide 
latitude. 

Earlier this season, Tom Wilson was suspended seven games for 
boarding even though he didn’t hit Boston Bruins defenceman Brandon 
Carlo from behind. It was the first time a player was suspended for 
boarding under those circumstances. That rule is written in such a way 
that the Department of Player Safety felt it allowed for this interpretation, 
and Wilson did not appeal. 

Scheifele does not have Wilson’s history. But, when that happened, a 
few people around the league wondered if it would mean more different 
interpretations and new precedents. 

We could be seeing that here. The charging rule certainly allows for it. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Avalanche rob Golden Knights of Game 2 win after 
contentious call in OT 

 

Mark Spector @sportsnetspec  

June 3, 2021, 2:28 AM 

 

It’s a crazy league, full of calls and non-calls that keep us all shaking our 
heads. 

One on hand, Connor McDavid can play eight playoff games without 
drawing a single penalty. He wears the opposition like a cloak, but nada. 

Then you get a game like the one played in Denver on Wednesday night, 
where a playoff game is decided on a player slashing the stick out of 
another player’s hands. 

That was the contentious moment in a fabulous hockey game played at 
break-neck speed as the Vegas Golden Knights thoroughly outplayed the 
Colorado Avalanche, but lost 3-2 in overtime on a power-play goal with 
Reilly Smith in the box for slashing the stick out of Mikko Rantanen’s 
hands off a faceoff. 

Rantanen scored the game-winning goal, likely with the same twig, as 
Smith didn’t break it. He just caused Rantanen to drop it, and the power 
play awarded was the power play that ended Game 2. 

“Just a soft call,” observed a sour Peter DeBoer, the Vegas head coach 
whose club is now behind the favoured Avalanche by a 2-0 count. “I can’t 

even blame the refs. They’re fighting through the embellishment of 
grabbing your face, falling down, dropping your stick every period. 

“I can’t even blame the referee. They fooled him on it.” 

But wait. You’ll never guess the take that the Avalanche had on the call. 

“It’s just all over the league. That’s the call. If you slash the other guys 
stick out of his hands, or break the stick, it’s always a penalty,” reasoned 
Rantanen. “I’m a pretty strong guy. I can hang on to my stick, but that 
was a strong slash. 

“I’m trying to get out to the point,” he said. “I don’t think I would purposely 
drop my stick in the D-zone. Who does that?” 

Truly, the slashed-stick drop has become almost as automatic as the 
puck-over-the-glass call. When the stick is broken, the call is even easier. 
When it is simply dropped, however, it leaves room for interpretation. 

“It’s a stick battle off a faceoff,” said Vegas captain Mark Stone. “There 
are probably 30 of those a game, and I get my stick slashed almost in 
every one. It’s a tough call, especially in overtime. There has to be a little 
bit of onus on the guy to hold on to his stick.” 

“It’s an easy one to call, for me,” countered Colorado coach Jared 
Bednar. “He didn’t have to do it. If Mikko is going out to cover the point, 
and he knocks the stick out of his hands, it could end up in our net. 
(Makar) is a skilled D-man, and it would create a chance going the other 
way. 

“I don’t know, if we’re going out to that point without a stick, we’re in 
trouble.” 

Colorado should have been in trouble in a game the Golden Knights took 
over after the first intermission. After losing the opener by a 7-1 score, it 
was highway robbery that the Avalanche even stretched the game to OT, 
outshot 41-25 by a Vegas team that also hit four posts on the night. 

What was the difference in the Golden Knights’ game? 

“The difference was, we didn’t play a Game 7 48 hours earlier, and 
travel,” deadpanned DeBoer, whose team had one day off between their 
series-clinching win vs. the Minnesota Wild in Round 1 and the Round 2 
opener. “We feel good about our game. After Game 1 we were out to 
prove that we can play with this team. We did that tonight. This series is 
a long ways from over.” 

“We’re planning on making it a long series.” 

Colorado’s top line was dynamite again in Game 2, especially with the 
man advantage. 

If Vegas is going to climb back into this series they’ll need more from 
their producers. Alex Pietrangelo, Alex Tuch and Stone each went 
pointless in Denver. 

Game 3 goes Friday night in Vegas. 
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TSN.CA / Shanahan: ‘Killer instinct’ missing in Habs series; Leafs want to 
keep core 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

TSN Toronto Maple Leafs Reporter 

 

TORONTO — Brendan Shanahan isn’t backing down. 

The Maple Leafs’ president and alternate governor was defiant during an 
end-of-season media availability on Wednesday, doubling-down on 
Toronto’s enduring championship aspirations amid another shocking 
playoff disappointment.  
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“We are not going to stop until we accomplish this. We are going to do 
this here in Toronto with this group,” said Shanahan of chasing a Stanley 
Cup. “There’ll be changes that are made, there’ll be tweaks along the 
way, the team will evolve, the people will evolve. But we are going to get 
this done.” 

That level of success feels a long way off right now. Toronto just blew a 
3-1 first-round series lead over the Canadiens in Monday’s Game 7 loss, 
marking the third time in four seasons the Leafs have been ousted in the 
opening round. It was Toronto’s most staggering defeat to date, laying 
waste to a stellar regular season where Toronto won the North Division 
and was 18 points ahead of Montreal in the standings.  

Despite all that, general manager Kyle Dubas echoed Shanahan's 
sentiment that the future is still bright in Toronto. 

“I have full belief that the best days of this journey and for this program 
are ahead of us,” Dubas said. “If we continue to invest in our people and 
in our players with player development, with their well-being and their 
performance, that we will win here, and it's just a matter of continuing to 
stick to it.” 

Those words may continue to ring hollow until Toronto can follow 
through. The latest defeat raised plenty of questions about what’s next 
for the franchise, from the sustainability of its expensive core to re-
imagining the roster to patching holes that repeatedly capsize the team.  

Through extensive interviews with each, Shanahan, Dubas and head 
coach Sheldon Keefe tried to provide answers on Wednesday about 
where the Leafs go from here. 

On what was lacking for the Leafs in the final three losses to Montreal 

Shanahan: “There's a killer instinct that is missing that we need to 
address. Whether that's externally or just figuring out a way for our guys 
to get over that hump, that's something that we have to address certainly 
as a team. And we have to really be honest with ourselves, and we have 
to figure out a way that we can support our players, and help them get 
over that hump.” 

Keefe: “There's an identity piece that goes with [killer instinct] and that's 
something that can be cultivated throughout the season. I thought we 
had done that, and done a good job of that, in taking control of moments, 
taking control of games, and clearly it didn't hold up when it counted the 
most so it's a big area of attention for us going forward.”  

On what regrets management feels in the aftermath of another season 
lost 

Dubas: "What I would say to that with this season's team, when we had 
ruts, they were able to fully stabilize and then go on a run back the other 
way and build off of it. And I thought it was the best sign, and that led me 
to believe that when we got into these moments like we just went through 
in [Games 5, 6 and 7] that we would be able to capitalize. I regret that we 
weren't able to deliver on the promise and the hope that our regular 
season instilled in our fan base. And it's up to us to rectify that so that we 
don't sit here again and deal with that." 

On whether it’s time to dismantle Toronto’s core of Auston Matthews, 
William Nylander and Mitch Marner 

Shanahan: “I think any team in the league would love to have any one of 
them. But we want them, we like them, we want to keep them here. 
They're special players. They're all deeply committed to winning here in 
Toronto, and it's important for us to continue developing them to play in 
those situations, those ones that they were just in and that they've found 
themselves in over the last couple of years and come up short.” 

On Matthews and Marner failing to produce in the Montreal series (one 
goal, nine assists combined; three assists combined in three elimination 
games)  

Dubas: “Disposing of two players of their calibre because the puck didn't 
go in the net for them in a seven-game series [is not right]. These are two 
awfully great young players that showed it over the entire regular season 
what they're capable of. I have tremendous belief in both of them, and I 
think they've shown to everybody what they're capable of over time, and I 
know as we continue to go through these seasons and through these 
playoffs, that the story will be different for them in the future in terms of 
the way people speak about them.” 

On what it will take for Toronto to win in the future 

Shanahan: “Those elements I thought that we addressed over the off-
season will continue to be important pillars for our team: Defensive play, 
sticking up for each other, being able to play physically in games where 
we're tested that way. But I think that those pillars are important for them 
to get over that hump. And then again it's just a mindset to charge at that 
door and trying to finally bust it down. It's something that we have to 
accomplish.” 

On whether the Leafs need to target different kinds of players this off-
season 

Dubas: “We’re trying to add as many good players as possible. The onus 
is on us to continue adapting and adding different elements to the group, 
and to continue having a deep look here at where we went wrong in the 
last three games of the series and how we can address it to rectify it as 
we move forward.” 

Keefe: “We really believed in the group that we had this season, the 
personalities that we had, the experience that we had, the leadership 
qualities of the individuals and the talents, ultimately. But as you say, it 
didn't deliver. I think we do believe that it was a big reason for why the 
expectations were so high because of what we were building through the 
regular season and the improvements we were making in so many areas 
of our game that needed to improve if we were going to be a team that 
would be taken seriously going into the postseason. But it was still not 
enough.” 

Dubas: “I thought over the stretch of the five years [that he played here], 
Fred did so much for us and took on so many minutes for us and it was 
one of the reasons why I went out and got Jack [Campbell]. Jack has got 
probably the greatest work ethic of anyone that I've seen and we’re trying 
to temper that and have him become more efficient. I think the lesson 
learned for me is that we have to go out and continually find somebody 
that can be a good partner, whether that's Fred returning [on a new deal] 
or somebody else. It’s making sure that we're bolstered on that end to set 
the goalies up for success.” 
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TSN.CA / Marner, Matthews at a loss to explain Leafs latest playoff flop 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

TSN Toronto Maple Leafs Reporter 

 

TORONTO — The Maple Leafs have run out of excuses for their 
postseason shortcomings. 

Perhaps it’s because losing has become all too familiar. When Toronto 
fell to Montreal in Game 7 of its first-round playoff series on Monday, it 
was the fourth time in five years that the Leafs had been jettisoned from 
the opening round, and third time it happened in a decisive Game 7. 

The Leafs were coming off an impressive regular season where they won 
the North Division, and were facing a Montreal team they finished 18 
points ahead of in the standings. Toronto had a 3-1 series lead over the 
Canadiens too, and then blew it in stunning fashion.  

“The end result is terrible, it's not what we wanted,” said Mitch Marner on 
Wednesday during the Leafs' locker clean-out. “This year we had the 
talent, we had the will, we had the fight. It just didn't come through, and 
it’s always the same words at the end of the year. We had three cracks at 
it, and we’re all very disappointed because we had such high confidence 
that we were a team that was meant to do a lot more.” 

No one has taken more heat in the wake of Toronto’s latest loss than 
Marner and Auston Matthews. Playing together on the Leafs’ top line, the 
duo produced only one goal and nine points through seven games, and 
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they were a non-factor offensively in Toronto’s final three losses with a 
paltry three assists combined.  

It was baffling to see the two rendered so ineffective, given how strong 
their regular-season performances were.  

Matthews scored 41 goals in 52 games this year to earn the NHL’s 
Rocket Richard Trophy and was fifth overall in league scoring with 66 
points. On Wednesday, Matthews was also announced as a finalist with 
Connor McDavid and Sidney Crosby for the Ted Lindsay Award, handed 
out to the NHL’s most outstanding player as voted on by fellow members 
of the National Hockey League Players’ Association. 

That was of little solace to Matthews though, given how badly the 
playoffs unravelled.  

“Individual awards are great, but I don’t think there’s quite the satisfaction 
compared to winning with the team,” he said. “I hold myself to a high 
standard. To not produce the way I wanted to is obviously frustrating. If 
you had told me our line [with Marner and Zach Hyman] would have had 
X-amount of chances and produced only a couple goals, I'd probably 
have begged to differ. But that’s not the way it went, and we were put out 
there to produce and we weren't able to get it done.” 

Marner was step for step with Matthews in regular-season output, 
finishing fourth overall in NHL scoring with 20 goals and 67 points. But 
he’s also been a perennial under-performer in the postseason, going 18 
consecutive playoff games without a goal.  

The 24-year-old winger said he wouldn’t change anything about his 
preparation for the Montreal series though, claiming there were more 
positives there than he and Matthews have gotten credit for.  

“I thought we had a lot of great looks,” Marner said. “I know everyone just 
looks at the numbers and stats, but I thought our line did a lot of great 
things and we had a lot of great chances to produce goals and they didn't 
go in the net and that sucks. But we competed and we didn't quit ever 
and never had any doubts in each other and that's something that you 
want in a line and as a team.” 

Marner’s social media channels have been flooded over the past 48 
hours with negative comments, something he's avoided seeing since 
deleting apps from his phone prior to the playoffs.  

There’s also been conversation swirling about whether this recent 
postseason embarrassment indicates it’s time for Toronto to move on 
from its young core, primarily comprised of Matthews, Marner and 
William Nylander.  

Together, those three take up nearly $30 million of Toronto’s salary cap. 
Given the cap will remain a flat $81.5 million going forward – and that 
John Tavares is also on the books at another $11 million – there are 
questions to answer about whether the Leafs can win with so much cash 
tied up in so few pieces.  

General manager Kyle Dubas won't speak with the media on that topic 
until Wednesday afternoon, but Matthews made it clear any thought that 
Toronto would be better off without Marner is misguided. 

“Mitch is an unbelievable player, he's an unbelievable teammate,” 
Matthews said. “I don't think anybody really thinks about [a trade] or 
focuses on it. Everybody loves Mitch and everybody loves everybody in 
this room and we really have a tight bond, so I think all the stuff coming 
from the outside, you guys have fun with that.” 

Marner didn’t seem surprised by the latest round of rumours, 
understanding the freshness of Toronto’s loss puts all scenarios into 
play.  

“Everyone just wants to get in panic mode and do stuff and always want 
to figure something out and try something new,” he said. “But I think [the 
front office] has a lot of confidence in our team, like all of us do in our 
locker room. We all know how much talent we have, how much grit and 
will we want to play with and we all want to win. And that's why it's so 
disappointing right now, because we didn't meet our own expectations.” 

Something does have to change though for Toronto to end its cycle of 
early playoff failures. Whether they do that with or without the core intact 
remains to be seen.  

“I think it's more probably the mental side,” Matthews said of the Leafs’ 
failings. “It’s realizing when you've got a team in that position to get the 
job done and close them out. That's what great teams do and we failed to 
execute in that department. There's really no excuses; you've got to 
make your own luck.” 
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TSN.CA / Tavares says he’s recovering well from concussion, knee injury 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

TSN Toronto Maple Leafs Reporter 

 

TORONTO — John Tavares is recovering well from his physical injuries. 
It’s the emotional wounds that will take longer to heal.  

The Maple Leafs’ captain spoke to media on Wednesday for the first time 
since suffering a concussion and knee injury during Game 1 of Toronto’s 
first-round playoff series against Montreal on May 20. 

Wednesday was also locker clean-out day for the Leafs after getting 
bounced by the Canadiens in Monday’s Game 7.  

Tavares was happy to report he's made good progress health-wise lately. 
What remains most painful is the fact Toronto’s season came to another 
disastrous halt in a third first-round exit in four seasons, something 
Tavares wasn’t able to help his team avoid.  

“It's really hard to put into context the disappointment, just the 
devastation of what this loss brings to the group and the challenges we 
have ahead of us,” Tavares said. 

“It's been a tough go. We all take significant responsibility for not meeting 
expectations. We had strong belief and wanted to accomplish something 
special and get over the hurdles and challenges that we have faced, not 
just this season but over previous seasons. We feel like we've let our fan 
base down.” 

That wasn’t the story Tavares thought the Leafs were writing this year. 
But so much changed midway through that first period in Game 1, when 
a pair of violent collisions sent Tavares to hospital and out of the series.  

The 30-year-old said he doesn’t remember the initial hit he took from Ben 
Chiarot, or the knee to the head from Corey Perry that knocked him 
nearly unconscious to the ice. 

It wasn’t until Tavares was being stretchered off and placed into a waiting 
ambulance that he began to grasp what was happening.  

Despite the scary scene, Tavares was back skating just one week later. 
Even now though, Tavares can’t bring himself to watch the hit to his 
head. The reaction others had to it was telling enough.  

“I know how traumatic it was for my family, especially how many times 
they saw it and the attention that was on it,” he said. “When I was talking 
to them at the hospital that night, and even talking to people in the 
organization, just the looks on their faces made me realize it was pretty 
significant. 

“And maybe I will watch it…but there’s not too many people that have 
recommended I take a look at it yet. It will be continued part of my 
recovery process, not just my physical health but from a psychological 
standpoint.” 

Tavares acknowledged that Perry contacted him after Game 1, 
expressing his concern and offering apologies. While Tavares 
appreciated the sentiment, he also believes the intensity of playoffs 
impacted how Perry played that night.  

“From everyone I've talked to, there's no sense of any intent or trying to 
be dirty or hurt me,” Tavares said. “In saying that, I do think when it's the 
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opening game of the playoffs and there's a lot of energy and they wanted 
to establish a physical game, you certainly go more so out of your way 
than maybe in the regular season [to do that]. But Corey did reach out to 
me with a nice message and I'd like to think that there was no intent.” 

Tavares hoped that if the Leafs advanced he would have been healthy 
enough to join them at some point. When Toronto took a 3-1 series lead 
over Montreal, all signs pointed to the Leafs reaching the second round 
for the first time since 2004. 

Then came Toronto’s overtime loss in Game 5, followed by another 
overtime defeat in Game 6. In both outings, the Leafs had to overcome 
multi-goal deficits just to reach extra time.  

The final nail in Toronto’s coffin was a lacklustre performance in Game 7, 
where a third consecutive poor start set the Leafs up for more failure.  

“We wanted to get the job done and guys are competing and doing 
everything they can,” said Tavares. “Not getting off on the right foot in 
any of those three games really put us in a position that built their 
confidence to [establish] their game more so than us dictating the way we 
want the games to be played. 

“Guys battled back in Games 5 and 6 and we gave ourselves a great 
chance being one shot away from finishing the series off [and we didn't]. 
We’ll continue trying to figure out what we’ve got to do to break through 
and get over the hump.” 

For all the frustration Tavares is feeling, there is an immense gratitude for 
that fact that his injury situation could have been much worse. 

“I feel very fortunate, considering what I went through and the traumatic 
nature of the injury,” said Tavares. “I’m really happy and thankful to be 
where I'm at today and make the progress that I have to this point. I'll 
continue to get back to 100 per cent health and get myself ready to play 
and compete as soon as possible.” 
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USA TODAY / Montreal Canadiens' Jake Evans taken off on stretcher 
after hit by Winnipeg Jets' Mark Scheifele 

 

Jace Evans 

USA TODAY 

 

The Montreal Canadiens' 5-3 win over the Winnipeg Jets in Game 1 of 
their second-round series was overshadowed by a scary scene in the 
final minute.  

Canadiens forward Jake Evans was taken off the ice at Winnipeg's Bell 
MTS Place on a stretcher after he sustained a brutal hit from Jets forward 
Mark Scheifele while scoring into an empty net with 57 seconds to go.  

Evans remained motionless for a significant amount of time as a scrum 
formed near him following the hit. A linesman and Jets forward Nikolaj 
Ehlers made sure the scrum did not spill onto Evans. Eventually, cooler 
heads prevailed and trainers and medical personnel attended to Evans, 
placing him on a backboard and taking him out on a stretcher. Evans was 
moving his arms as he was taken off the ice.   

Scheifele, the Jets' leading scorer in the regular season with 63 points in 
56 games, received a five-minute major penalty and a game misconduct 
for the hit. The NHL's Department of Player Safety will almost certainly 
be taking a look at the play.  

The Canadiens had strong thoughts about the hit postgame.  

"It was a dirty hit, but the league is going to take care of it," Canadiens 
defenseman Joel Edmundson said. "If (Scheifele) gets back in the series, 
we’re going to make his life miserable."  

Said the Habs' Brendan Gallagher in an interview with Sportsnet: "We've 
all played this game long enough. (Scheifele) knows better than that. I 
know him. I don't want to comment too much. We were just told to let the 
league handle it. We trust that they will, but, I don't know. 

"It's brutal. Didn't need to happen. Wrong play. He knows better."  

Canadiens forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi called the hit "disgusting." 

"Players should have a little respect for the other players out there," he 
added.  

Jets coach Paul Maurice offered his well-wishes to Evans in his 
postgame media availability and offered up his own interpretation of the 
play.  

"Hopefully the young man is going to be all right," Maurice said, 
continuing: "It's such a highly unusual play because you're backchecking 
back to kill an empty-net play, you're coming full speed. When Mark 
stopped skating he kept his arms in. It's a heavy, heavy hit. There's no 
doubt about that. I'm sure the league will have its opinion." 

Evans – who had not been taken to a hospital at the time of Canadiens 
coach Dominique Ducharme's media availability – skated 17:55 on 
Wednesday, which marked his 25th birthday. The second-year player got 
in three games in Montreal's first-round comeback against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs – including Games 6 and 7. According to hockey insider 
John Shannon, Evans was back at the Canadiens' team hotel late 
Wednesday night and was "alert" and "doing fine."     
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USA TODAY / Vezina Trophy finalist Andrei Vasilevskiy leads Lightning 
past Hurricanes in Game 2 of NHL playoffs 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour called Tampa Bay's Andrei 
Vasilevskiy the best goalie in the world after Game 1 of their second-
round series. 

NHL general managers confirmed that when they voted the Lightning 
goalie a finalist for the Vezina Trophy for the fourth year in a row. 

Tuesday night, Vasilevskiy showed why when he helped hold the 
Carolina Hurricanes off the scoreboard for more than 58 minutes and 
finished with 31 saves in a 2-1 victory that put the Central Division 
winners in a 2-0 hole.  

Counting Games 1 and 2 and the Game 6 clincher against the Florida 
Panthers, Vasilevskiy has stopped 97 of the last 99 shots he has faced. 

"He’s clearly dominant," Brind'Amour said. "You got to keep shooting 
pucks. … There’s a lot of pucks we fired at him that we were in front of 
him and they were in front of him and traffic everywhere and still he’s 
able to get them." 

The Lightning got goals from Alex Killorn and Anthony Cirelli and Tampa 
Bay kept Carolina off the scoreboard until Andrei Svechnikov beat 
Vasilevskiy after a quick Jordan Staal pass from behind the net with 1:30 
left.   

But Vasilevskiy made a big save on Staal in close with 8.4 seconds left, 
and the defending champions held on for the win. 

The Lightning head back home for the next two games, and the 
Hurricanes are in injury trouble. Already missing 20-goal scorer Nino 
Niederreiter, they lost No. 2 scorer Vincent Trocheck when he collided 
with a teammate. 
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"He doesn’t look good," Brind'Amour said. "I don’t know exactly the 
extent of it at this point. But he obviously couldn’t finish, which is never 
good. You know he would play if he could." 

Vasilevskiy, who had 31 wins and a .925 save percentage this season, 
won the Vezina Trophy in 2018-19. He said he was honored to be 
nominated again, but considers it "a team effort." 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper was more effusive, saying when Vasilevskiy 
is in a zone, there's no better goalie. 

"It does make you sit an inch taller on the bench when you got him back 
there," Cooper said. 

The other two Vezina finalists, first-timers Marc-Andre Fleury and Philipp 
Grubauer, are expected to square off in Game 2 of the Vegas Golden 
Knights-Colorado Avalanche series. 

That last happened when Winnipeg's Connor Hellebuyck bested 
Nashville's Pekka Rinne in the 2018 playoffs. The 2011 (Tim Thomas, 
Roberto Luongo) and 2012 (Henrik Lundqvist, Jonathan Quick) Stanley 
Cup Finals also featured Vezina finalists.  

Vegas coach Peter DeBoer didn't say Fleury would start – he never 
announces his goalie – but Robin Lehner took a maintenance day 
Tuesday and gave up seven Avalanche goals Sunday in his lone playoff 
appearance. 

"He had an incredible year," DeBoer said of Fleury. "We wouldn’t be here 
without the year he had. You have to take our hat off to him. He faced 
some adversity (last year). Instead of laying down, he showed up in 
camp and fought and battled." 

Lehner took the No. 1 job from Fleury last year after arriving in a trade. 
This season, Fleury carried the team when Lehner was out with a 
concussion and finished with 26 wins, a 1.98 goals-against average and 
.928 save percentage. 

"I’m not looking for individual awards, but this is definitely very flattering," 
Fleury said. 

Grubauer (30 wins, 1.95, .922) helped the Avalanche win the Presidents' 
Trophy in his third season in Colorado. He's looking forward to going up 
against Fleury. 

"When I came over and played in the Canadian Hockey League, I always 
watched Flower," he said. "It’s kind of fun to look down at the other end 
and see him there." 

The last-place Buffalo Sabres will find out if there is silver lining to their 
rough season during Wednesday's draft lottery (7 p.m. ET, NHL Network 
and NBCSN). 

The Sabres have the best chance of winning at 16.6%, followed by the 
Anaheim Ducks (12.1%), the expansion Seattle Kraken and the New 
Jersey Devils (10.3% each) and the Columbus Blue Jackets (8.5%). 

University of Michigan defenseman Owen Power is the top-ranked North 
American skater and is expected to go No. 1 overall. 

Under a new rule, the Sabres can draft no worse than third. That was 
changed after the last-place Detroit Red Wings picked fourth last year. 
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