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Canes’ Alex Nedeljkovic named a Calder finalist. But he’ll back up Petr Mrazek in Game 3.  

By Luke DeCock  

Just before the Carolina Hurricanes took the ice for the 
morning skate Thursday ahead of Game 3 at the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, goalie Alex Nedeljkovic was named as one of 
three finalists for the Calder Trophy that goes to the NHL’s 
rookie of the year. 

Then Petr Mrazek skated to the crease Nedeljkovic had 
previously occupied as the starter throughout the entire 
postseason to date. 

“Petr has obviously been ready for a while,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We’ll give him a shot tonight. 
Ned’s been great. That’s not really the issue. He’s played a 
lot of games and we’re going to need everyone as fresh as 
possible to get a victory. Change it up a little bit.” 

“Change it up” was the primary reason for the goalie swap, 
with the Hurricanes facing a 2-0 deficit in the series after 
losing both games at home.  

Brind’Amour said it had more to do with Nedeljkovic needing 
a mental break; it’s not because of Mrazek’s history in these 
specific circumstances. Mrazek, in his career, is 3-11-3 
against the Lightning and 2-5 on the road in the playoffs in 
three seasons with the Hurricanes, not counting an 0-2 
record in “road” games in the Toronto bubble last summer. 

But the Hurricanes have reached what-do-we-have-to-lose 
status in this series, and with injuries starting to wreak havoc 
with their forward group, a goalie switch was one of the few 
levers Brind’Amour has left to pull. 

“We’ve got three capable goaltenders and three goalies who 
we all trust,” Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. “It 
doesn’t change our mindset going into game. We’ve all 
talked about puckhandling Ned brings, so maybe as 
defensemen we need to get back for Petr a little bit quicker 
but it doesn’t change the confidence we have going into this 
game and what we have to do as 18 skaters in front of the 
net.” 

Brind’Amour made one other big change: The Andrei 
Svechnikov-Sebastian Aho-Teuvo Teravainen “TSA” line 
was reunited for Game 3. 

First Canes Calder finalist since 2011 

As for Nedeljkovic, he’s the Hurricanes’ first Calder finalist 
since Jeff Skinner won the trophy in 2011 and third in 
franchise history, joining Pierre Turgeon in 1983. Minnesota 
Wild forward Kirill Kaprizov is expected to win the Calder in a 
landslide. 

“We wouldn’t be where we are right now without him,” Slavin 
said. “From that standpoint, we’re thrilled for him. He’s 
earned it. He earned it in the AHL for a while and earned his 
chance this year with us and took full advantage of it.” 

Added Brind’Amour: “There’s a couple other guys I’d like to 
see recognized for their work this year as well.” 

Injured Vincent Trocheck ‘doubtful’ for Game 3 

Vincent Trocheck made the trip to Tampa with the team and 
will attempt to play Thursday night but remains “doubtful,” 
Brind’Amour said, after his scary leg-to-leg collision with 
teammate Warren Foegele on Tuesday. 

“He’s going to try and we’ll just see,” Brind’Amour said. 

Nino Niederreiter remains out, while Morgan Geekie would 
replace Trocheck if he’s unable to play.  

In their absence Thursday morning, the TSA line was back 
together while Jordan Staal centered Foegele and Martin 
Necas, Jordan Martinook centered Brock McGinn and Jesper 
Fast and Steven Lorentz centered Geekie and Cedric 
Paquette.  

Geekie appeared in eight playoff games last summer but this 
would be his 2021 postseason debut. Max McCormick was 
also on the ice Thursday morning. 

Hurricanes at Lightning 

When: 8 p.m., Thursday 

Where: Amalie Arena, Tampa, Fla. 
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Jordan Staal’s overtime goal gives Hurricanes first playoff win over Lightning  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes found a way to win. 

After losing the first two games of their playoff series to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning at home, the Canes went into Amalie 
Arena for Game 3 and took a gutsy 3-2 overtime win. 

Jordan Staal’s power-play goal in overtime has given the 
Canes new life in the series. Sebastian Aho, who scored in 
the second period, took a pass from Teuvo Teravainen and 
ripped a shot and Staal got a piece as the Canes beat Andrei 
Vasilevskiy at 5:57 of the OT. 

The Canes went on the power play after Nikita Kucherov was 
called for holding the stick at 4:16 of overtime.  

Carolina killed off the end of a Dougie Hamilton penalty to 
begin the OT. Hamilton was called for tripping Alex Killorn 
with 1:08 left in regulation. The Lightning’s power-play time 
extended into overtime. 

Canes goalie Petr Mrazek, making his first playoff start, 
faced 32 shots in regulation and made some critical saves 
late. Vasilevskiy faced 23 in regulation -- the Canes had five 
shots in the third. 

The Canes could play Game 4 on Saturday missing three 
forwards: Warren Foegele, Vincent Trocheck and Nino 
Niederreiter. 

Foegele left Thursday’s game with an upper-body injury. 
Foegele appeared to injure a shoulder in the second period, 
left for the locker room, tried to play in the third but soon was 
removed. 

Trocheck, who was injured in Game 2 but traveled with the 
team, was ruled out of the game, and Niederreiter missed his 
third game with an upper-body injury. 

The Canes took a 2-0 lead in the second period as Brett 
Pesce and then Aho scored five-on-five goals. Aho, who 
assisted on Pesce’s goal, then beat goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy 
with a quick five-hole shot. 

But Tampa Bay tied it on power-play goals by Brayden Point 
and then Alex Killorn as Nikita Kucherov assisted on both. 

Second period: Tampa ties the game 

The Canes scored the first goal of the game in the second 
period, then added a second. But the Lightning has 
countered with two power-play goals and it’s 2-2 after 40 
minutes. 

Playing their ninth playoff game, the Canes took a 1-0 lead 
for just the second time. Defenseman Brett Pesce, bloodied 
by a blindside hit from Nikita Kucherov in the first, scored the 
goal at 5:15 of the second.  

Taking a drop pass from Andrei Svechnikov, got off a shot 
from the top of the right circle that beat Andrei Vasilevskiy 
high to the blocker side. Sebastian Aho also had an assist. 

Aho then made it 2-0 at 7:40, beating Vasilevskiy with a five-
hole shot after a touch pass between the legs from Teuvo 
Teravainen, who had taken a stretch pass from Jaccob 
Slavin at the red line. 

But Aho was called for cross-checking at 8:01 in front of the 
Canes net. The Lightning quickly converted as Brayden Point 
scored off a pass from Kucherov at 8:57 

A Brady Skjei hooking penalty late in the period led to 
Tampa’s tying goal from Alex Killorn at 16:18. Kucherov had 
a shot stopped by Petr Mrazek, collected the rebound and 
got the puck to an open Killorn in the slot. 

First period: Canes’ Brett Pesce blindsided, bloodied 

There were no goals scored in the opening period, again, but 
the heat is being turned up in Game 3. 

With three minutes left in the period, Canes defenseman 
Brett Pesce was blindsided and bloodied after taking a hit 
from Nikita Kucherov. After much shoving and pushing, 
Kucherov was called for an interference penalty and the 
Canes had the only power play of the period but was unable 
to get set or get a shot on net. 

Canes goalie Petr Mrazek faced 10 shots in his first start of 
the playoffs and made some sharp saves.  

The Canes are playing without center Vincent Trocheck, who 
did not take the pregame warmup, Morgan Geekie has 
drawn back into the lineup and is being used on the fourth 
line. 

The Lightning did not have a shot in the first 5:18 of the first 
period but have not allowed a lot of space for the Canes, 
either. 

Mrazek’s first big test was a shot off the rush by defenseman 
Victor Hedman that Mrazek stopped. Moments later, he 
stopped a backhander by Brayden Point in tight. 

Mrazek was bumped in the crease by Alex Killorn, gave the 
forward a forearm and had a few words with him, showing 
his feisty side. 

Game setup 

Canes forward Brock McGinn was the first to say it Thursday 
morning. 

“I don’t think we want to go out there and change too much. 
We just want to play our game,” he said.  

Defenseman Jaccob Slavin, next up Thursday, said the 
same. 

“We don’t need to change much. We’ve been playing pretty 
good hockey,” he said.  

Finally, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour concisely summed it 
up heading into Game 3 against the Lightning. 

“We’ve got to win a game,” he said. “As boring as it to say, it 
is what it is. It’s that simple.” 

It is that simple, but also could be complex. Tampa Bay, 
despite its 2-0 lead in the series, has not been at its best in 
the first two games. The Lightning won two games at PNC 
Arena, but mostly because of the splendid play of goalie 
Andrei Vasilevskiy. 
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Vasilevskiy doesn’t rattle, doesn’t flinch. Canes goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic is a finalist for the 2021 Calder Trophy as the 
NHL’s rookie of the year. Vasilevskiy is a finalist -- again -- 
for the 2021 Vezina Trophy as the NHL’s best goaltender, an 
award he won in 2019 and could win again this year. 

Brind’Amour will make one change Thursday: Petr Mrazek 
will start in place of Nedeljkovic, who has been in net the first 
eight games of the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

“I think it was more the freshness,” Brind’Amour said of the 
decision. “We’re changing a little something, but I think it’s 
more giving (Nedeljkovic) a mental break. Petr’s more than 
capable and he’s been waiting. We’ll give him his 
opportunity.” 

Canes’ lineup for Game 3 

The Canes again won’t have injured forward Nino 
Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck, who Brind’Amour called 
doubtful for Game 3, will not play. 

The Canes had a healthy complement of players after the 
Nashville series. Then Niederreiter was injured in practice 
and Trocheck hurt in Game 2 after an open-ice collision with 
teammate Warren Foegele. That’s an unexpected kind of 
attrition. 

If Brind’Amour sticks with his lines at Thursday’s morning 
skate, Sebastian Aho again will be together on a line with 
Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen. Jordan Staal will 
center Foegele and Martin Necas, Jordan Martinook will be 
at center with McGinn and Jesper Fast and Steven Lorentz 
with Morgan Geekie and Cedric Paquette. 

The defensive pairs were Slavin-Dougie Hamilton, Brady 
Skjei-Brett Pesce and Jake Bean-Jani Hakanpaa.

 

Hurricanes’ ‘big man at the hoop’ delivers big playoff victory over Lightning  

By Chip Alexander  

It was the kind of win that championship teams can be built 
on and draw from, even if not this season. 

On the road. Down 2-0 in a playoff series. Facing the 
reigning Stanley Cup champions, on their ice. Down three 
forwards after losing one to injury in Game 3. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Tampa Bay Lightning went into 
overtime Thursday at Amalie Arena. Losing the game in 
sudden death would not have meant the end of the season 
for the Hurricanes but it would have pushed them to the brink 
of elimination. 

So who did they turn to? Sebastian Aho called him the “big 
man at the hoop.” 

Maybe “hoop” is some Finnish hockey jargon for net but 
Jordan Staal is a big man. At 6-4 and listed at 220 pounds, 
he could be a power forward on some basketball teams and 
a problem to contain around the hoop. He is in hockey 
around the net. 

Needing a goal for the Canes to get back into the series, Aho 
and Staal supplied it on an overtime power play. Aho took a 
pass from Teuvo Teravainen and whistled a shot toward the 
net and the “Big Cat,” Tampa Bay goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy. 
Staal was there, alone in front, for the tip, his fifth goal of the 
playoffs and the 3-2 victory. 

“What I love about it is everybody is getting to see what he’s 
all about this year,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of 
Staal, his captain. “He was great again tonight. The value of 
this guy is off the charts, and he’s your leader, too.” 

Where does that rank on the scale of gutsy wins? 

“It’s at the top, right?” defenseman Brett Pesce said. “I’m so 
proud of everyone on our team. We get punched in the face 
over and over, tough bounces, and we just stick with it.” 

Pesce wasn’t punched in the face but was blindsided on a hit 
by Nikita Kucherov in the first period and left to enter the 

concussion protocol. But he was back for the second, back 
to blast a shot past Vasilevskiy that gave the Canes a 1-0 
lead for only the second time in nine games in the playoffs. 

Forward Warren Foegele wasn’t as fortunate. Foegele 
injured a shoulder after a hit from Erik Cernak in the second, 
tried to play in the third but could not.  

The Canes’ attrition at forward continued as Foegele joined 
center Vincent Trocheck and winger Nino Niederreiter on the 
injury list. Brind’Amour did not have an update on Foegele 
immediately after the game, saying, “I’m not sure how that’s 
going to shake out.” 

After the Canes lost the first two games of the series at 
home, Brind’Amour made some changes. The biggest was 
having goalie Petr Mrazek make his first start of the playoffs 
and Mrazek came up big with 35 saves. Another was putting 
back together a top line of Aho centering Teravainen and 
Svechnikov. 

Aho, playing with competitive fire, jostled at times by the 
Lightning, responded with a goal and two assists. Teravainen 
had two assists and Svechnikov assisted on the first goal of 
the game -- the blast by Pesce, who stepped into the shot at 
the top of the right circle after a nice drop pass from 
Svechnikov. 

It was a test of wills in the overtime. The Canes had to kill off 
the final 52 seconds of a Dougie Hamilton tripping penalty to 
begin the OT and did as Staal had a good shorthanded 
chance. Kucherov then was called for holding Martin Necas’ 
stick at 4:16 and Staal ended it at 5:57 of overtime. 

Game 4 is Saturday and the Lightning will be ready. But so 
will the Canes, who now have assured themselves of having 
another home game at PNC Arena with the kind of victory 
that can resonate this year and in future seasons. 

“As I’ve said all year I’m always proud of the group,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Whatever happens to them they seem to 
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find a way to focus on their game and go do their job, That’s 
what happened tonight. 

“Just some big, big play by the whole group. Everybody just 
dug in. We got, I think, a win that we deserved. I don’t know 

if tonight we were the better team. That’s debatable. But 
overall we got something that we deserved -- to be back in 
the series, to be back.”

 

Petr Mrazek, the forgotten goalie, takes his shot to save the Hurricanes’ season  

By Luke DeCock  

It got to the point where Petr Mrazek started to wonder if he’d 
play at all. His stop-and-start, injury-plagued season had left 
the door open for Alex Nedeljkovic to claim the crease, and 
once Nedeljkovic got the job for the Carolina Hurricanes in 
the playoffs, he didn’t really let go. 

Mrazek was the forgotten man, a goalie in search of a net to 
defend with the best seat in the house. 

“I was just trying to be ready as much as possible,” Mrazek 
said. “See if I get a game.” 

So he watched the entire first round against the Predators, 
and he watched the Hurricanes drop the first two games of 
this series against the Tampa Bay Lightning, until Hurricanes 
goalie coach Paul Schonfelder pulled him aside Wednesday 
to tell him his time had finally arrived. Even Rod Brind’Amour 
wasn’t sure how that would go, but the coach also knew he 
was running out of options. 

“I didn’t know what to expect, to be honest with you,” 
Brind’Amour said afterward, when he could have taken a 
victory lap and claimed he knew what was coming all along. 
“He’d been out for so long, but he’s a battler.” 

Did Mrazek ever battle. With the Hurricanes facing all but 
certain elimination, Mrazek was retrieved from the where-
are-they-now-file, gave up two slam-dunk power-play goals 
and stopped everything else he faced, keeping the 
Hurricanes in it long enough for Sebastian Aho and Jordan 
Staal to combine on (yet another) overtime goal for a 3-2 win 
Thursday. 

Mrazek was last seen giving up five goals in the May 10 
dead rubber against the Nashville Predators, backstopping a 
half-strength lineup in a meaningless game. The Hurricanes 
planned on rotating goalies, but Nedeljkovic got the first shot 
and his strong play in that series relegated Mrazek to a door-
opener on the bench and baseball hat model. 

But down 2-0, the time had come to see what the other guy 
had. And like Martin Gerber’s sudden resurgence in the 2006 
conference finals -- coming from goalie oblivion to briefly 
relieve Cam Ward long enough to pitch a key road shutout in 
Buffalo -- Mrazek back-stopped the Hurricanes right back 
into this series. 

Among his 35 saves were two critical stops in overtime, 
when the Lightning carried 53 seconds of power play over 
from regulation. He was able to stop Brayden Point and the 
dynamic Nikita Kucherov to keep the Lightning from the 
immediate kill shot. He then hung in long enough for 
Kucherov to take a dumb penalty -- trying to water ski behind 
Martin Necas while the Lightning had the Hurricanes pinned 
in their own zone -- and the Hurricanes to convert on an 
overtime power play of their own. 

Mrazek did everything asked of him, and more. 

“I’m not even surprised,” Aho said. “He has that: When he 
gets hot, he gets very hot. It’s what you need in the playoffs, 
to have a hot goalie.” 

The Hurricanes have one now, as suddenly and precipitously 
as they’ve gotten back in this series.  

They needed something, anything to shake something loose 
against the Lightning. The Hurricanes were running out of 
time, and almost as important, they’re running out of bodies. 
Warren Foegele became the latest absentee, leaving the 
game in the third period after taking a hard hit to his left 
shoulder late in the second. 

With Foegele, Vincent Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter all 
out, that’s 47 regular-season goals removed from the lineup 
of a team that’s already struggling mightily to score. 

The Hurricanes finally got a couple of even-strength goals 
Thursday night -- their first five-on-five goals and first lead of 
the series -- only to give up power-play tap-ins on both 
penalties they took. When the Lightning power play is 
moving like a tremendous machine, even against the best 
penalty-kill in the postseason, all you can do is get out of the 
way. And stay out of the box. 

Tampa needed all of 82 seconds to score the two man-
advantage goals, barely breaking a sweat. But the 
Hurricanes relied on Mrazek not only to kill the last at the 
most important time, but save their entire season. 

“I wouldn’t call it pressure,” Mrazek said. “It’s fun to play, 
especially playoffs. Those moments are forever.” 

The Hurricanes will go into Sunday’s game with confidence, 
a puncher’s chance to go home for Game 5 tied 2-2 and a 
goalie who went from invisible to en fuego when his team 
needed him most.
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Hurricanes claw way back into series with OT win in Tampa 

Carolina cut the Lightning's series lead in half with an 
overtime win Thursday 

By Cory Lavalette 

TAMPA BAY, Fla. — Jordan Staal redirected a Sebastian 
Aho shot 5:57 into overtime to give the Hurricanes a 3-2 win 
in Game 3 of their seven-game series with the Lightning on 
Thursday at Amalie Arena. Carolina now trails the series 2-1. 

Aho also scored a goal of his own, and Brett Pesce got his 
second goal of the postseason. Petr Mrazek, making his first 
start of the playoffs, made 35 saves and stopped all 30 shots 
he faced at even strength to get the win. 

Three Thoughts 

1. The Hurricanes are back from the dead. Many had written 
off Carolina after they dropped the first two games of the 
series at home and headed into Game 3 without Nino 
Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck, the team’s second and 
third leading goal scorers, respectively. 

Others forwards picked up the slack. 

Aho, reunited with Teuvo Teravainen and Andrei Svechnikov 
on the SAT line, factored in on all three of Carolina’s goals, 
including one-timing the shot from the left circle on the power 
play that hit Staal and ended the game. 

“We know that he’s a star,” Pesce said. “He’s a world-class 
player, and he seems to always come through for us. He’s 
our best player, and he definitely showed it tonight.” 

It was also the first two-point game of the postseason for 
Teravainen, who played perhaps his best game in a season 
that has been disjointed by a positive COVID test and then a 
lingering concussion. 

“I thought he was great tonight,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of Teravainen. “He’s a guy we count on to 
do everything. He was solid, and there’s no way around it — 
we need him to be like that if we want to have a chance.” 

Svechnikov quietly got a point in his third straight game and 
has been on the ice for every Hurricanes’ goal in the series 
except for Thursday’s game-winner. Aho has also been on 
the ice for every goal but one, Jake Bean’s power play tally 
in Game 1. 

And then, of course, there’s Staal. The Hurricanes captain 
became the second player this postseason to score two 
overtime winners, joining Brad Marchand after the Boston 
winger won the game for the Bruins earlier in the night on 
Long Island. 

2. The Hurricanes scored first and got their first lead of the 
series with Pesce’s goal at 5:15 of the second. It seemed to 
give Carolina a boost knowing they could beat Lightning 
goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy (27 saves), and the Hurricanes 
added a second just over 2½ minutes later. 

Aho factored into both goals, earning an assist on the Pesce 
goal and then scoring the second on a breakaway thanks to 
a one-touch pass by Teravainen that caught Nikita Kucherov 
unprepared. Teravainen then set Aho up in the slot for the 
one-timer that led to the winning goal. 

“It’s just Teravainen,” Aho said of the winning sequence. “I 
know that he has great vision out there. He can definitely see 
those plays. I saw a little opening in the high slot, went there 
and I got a pretty good shot out of it and, obviously, big man 
at the hoop. That’s what you need there. Traffic at the net. 
Just happy we got that goal.” 

The Lightning power play had a chance of their own at the 
end of regulation and into overtime. Having erased 
Carolina’s 2-0 lead with power play goals — the first by 
Brayden Point, the second by Alex Killorn — on their first two 
chances of the game, the Lightning got their third and final 
opportunity with 1:08 left in regulation after Hurricanes 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton was called for tripping. 

But Mrazek stood tall and Carolina got the kill when they 
needed it most. When Kucherov was called for holding the 
stick at 4:16 of overtime, the Hurricanes made Tampa Bay 
pay by converting to breathe life into their playoff hopes. 

“We were pretty confident,” Aho said of the team’s mindset in 
the locker room before overtime. “We knew we had to kill the 
penalty early on and just take over. Eventually, those 
penalties usually even out, and we were able to score on our 
power play, which is always huge.” 

Kucherov was again the goat, having taken an offensive 
zone holding the stick penalty that gave Carolina the 
overtime power play. 

3. The Hurricanes lost another forward when Warren 
Foegele was injured in the second period on an open-ice hit 
by Tampa Bay defenseman Erik Cernak. Foegele went to the 
locker room favoring his left shoulder but returned for the 
start of the third period. He was sandwiched by two Tampa 
players behind the Lightning net in his second shift of the 
period, again went to the room and was ruled out for the rest 
of the game. 

Brind’Amour didn’t have much of an update after the win. 

“I’m not sure how that’s going to shake out,” the coach said. 
“I don’t know if he got X-rayed. There was something that he 
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did in between periods. He came out and tried it, and it 
obviously didn’t go so well. We’ll hopefully know more 
tomorrow.” 

Number To Know 

30 — Games it took for Teravainen to assist on an Aho goal 
this season. Teravainen’s neutral zone redirection sprung the 
Carolina center for a second-period breakaway goal, the first 
time the Finnish winger has set up his countryman for a goal 
in 2020-21. Aho had assisted on three of Teravainen’s five 
goals in the 29 total games the two had played together 
coming into Thursday’s Game 3. Last season, Teravainen 
assisted on 18 of Aho’s 38 goals, though he did not have any 
helpers on Aho’s three goals in eight games last postseason. 

They Said It 

“We get kicked, we get punched in the face over and over, 
and tough bounces, and we just stick with it.” 

— Hurricanes defenseman Brett Pesce on Carolina battling 
through adversity 

Plus 

Petr Mrazek, Hurricanes goalie — Like Teravainen, Mrazek 
had his season derailed by injuries. When he was ready to 
return shortly before the playoffs, Alex Nedeljkovic had 
seized control of the Carolina net. Mrazek got his chance 
Thursday and did not disappoint. 

“He was incredible,” Pesce said. “That says a lot about him. 
He didn’t start the playoffs because Ned’s been so good. … 

Proud of Petr and couldn’t be happier for him to kind of just 
stick with it and kind of wait for his turn. He was huge for us 
tonight.” 

The Lightning weren’t shy about getting in Mrazek’s face, but 
the Hurricanes goalie was impenetrable at even strength. 
The two goals the Lightning did score, both on the power 
play, were ones he had no chance of stopping. 

“Did I expect him to be like that?” Brind’Amour mused. “I 
didn’t really know what to expect, to be honest with you, he’d 
been out for so long. But he’s a battler.” 

Despite Carolina’s 2-0 series hole entering the game, 
Mrazek said the weight of the moment didn’t get to him. 

“It’s fun to play, especially in the playoffs,” he said. “Those 
moments are forever, and right now, especially with a full 
building, fans and everything, I wouldn’t say pressure. You 
go there, you’re having fun. You’re trying to do the best you 
can, win the games and help the team.” 

Minus 

Warren Foegele, Hurricanes forward — What was already a 
tough night of being overmatched on the ice became even 
tougher when Foegele went down with an injury. Carolina’s 
depth had already been tested in this series, and it will be 
tested further if Foegele is unable to play in Game 4. If he is 
out and neither Niederreiter nor Trocheck are ready to return, 
Max McCormick — who participated in Thursday’s morning 
skate — would likely be the next forward up.
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Game 3: Canes topple Lightning 3-2 in overtime 

By Joe Giglio 

Petr Mrazek had missed out on all of the overtime fun. 

The Carolina Hurricanes goalie made two saves in the final 
minute of regulation and then stopped a flurry from the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in the first minute of overtime of Game 
3 on Thursday night. 

Sebastian Aho and Jordan Staal did the rest. 

Staal's goal 6 minutes into overtime gave the Canes a 3-2 
road win over the Lightning and cut Tampa Bay's series lead 
to 2 games to 1. Staal tipped in a shot from Aho. 

Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour turned to Mrazek to replace 
rookie Alex Nedeljkovic in net after the Canes dropped the 
first two games of the second-round matchup of the Stanley 
Cup playoffs with the Lightning. 

Nedeljkovic had started the first eight games of the 
postseason for the Canes. Mrazek got a taste of the action 
on Thursday. He stopped 35 shots, including a pair of saves 
on the Tampa Bay power play in the final minute of the third 
period. 

The Canes were able to kill off the penalty, which had 52 
seconds left, at the start of overtime. Then Nikita Kucherov 
took a penalty for Tampa Bay and gave the Canes a chance 
to put the game away. 

Aho, who scored in the second period, made it count with the 
setup for Staal. It was the fifth time in the playoffs that the 
Canes had to work into an extra period. It was the second 
OT winner from the Canes' captain in this playoff run. 

That's how the game ended. For a change, the Canes 
scored the first goal of Game 3. Actually, the Canes scored 
the first two goals of the game but Tampa Bay got a pair of 
power-play goals to even the score at 2-2. 

It was only the second time in nine playoff games that the 
Canes were able to score first. Off of a smart setup by Andrei 
Svechnikov, Brett Pesce lasered a shot past Tampa Bay 
goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy at 5:15 in the second period to give 
the Canes a 1-0 lead. 

Aho made it 2-0 at 7:40 in the second period after an 
unbelievable pass from Teuvo Teravainen from center ice. 
Aho got behind the Lightning defense and then beat 
Vasilevskiy through the five hole. 

An Aho penalty led to Tampa's first goal, by Brayden Point, 
at 8:57 in the second. A penalty by Brady Skjei led to the 
equaliser for the Lightning. Alex Killorn, who scored in Game 
2, beat Mrazek to tie the game at 2-2 at 16:18. 

Mrazek was sharp in the first period in his first start of the 
playoffs. He stopped 10 shots but was helpless in the second 
period against Tampa's power play. 

The Canes had given up the first goal in seven of their first 
eight playoff games. Nedeljkovic had been in net for all of 
those games. Nedeljkovic was on the bench on Thursday as 
Mrazek's backup. 

Tampa Bay was able to get to Nedeljkovic for a pair of soft 
goals, one each Game 1 and Game 2, in what turned out to 
be 2-1 losses by Carolina. 

With their Stanley Cup hopes on the line, Brind'Amour turned 
to the veteran in hopes of jump-starting his team. 

Twice the Canes have dropped the first two games of a 
playoff series and come back to win the series. The first was 
back in 2006 against the Montreal Canadiens and more 
recently, with most of the players on the current roster, 
against the Washington Capitals in 2019. 

Second round 

Game 1: Lightning 2, Canes 1 

Game 2: Lightning 2, Canes 1 

Game 3: Canes 3, Lightning 2 (OT) 

Game 4: at Tampa Bay (Saturday, 4 p.m.) 

Game 5: at Carolina (Tuesday) 

Game 6: x-at Tampa Bay (June 10) 

Game 7: x-at Carolina (June 12) 

Note: x-if necessary
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Game 3 Recap: Canes Convert on Power Play to Win in Overtime 

Staal tallies game-winning goal in 3-2 win 

By Michael Smith 

TAMPA - Jordan Staal tallied a power-play goal in overtime 
to help the Carolina Hurricanes to a gutsy 3-2 win against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in Game 3 of the Second Round. 

Brett Pesce and Sebastian Aho also scored for the Canes, 
and Petr Mrazek made 35 saves in his 2021 postseason 
debut. 

"I'm always proud of the group," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "Whatever happens to them, they just 
seem to find a way to focus on the game and go do their job. 
That's kind of what happened tonight." 

The Difference 

Special teams is so often the difference in a game, and both 
the Canes' penalty kill and power play bounced back in 
game-changing ways late in regulation and early in overtime. 

The Canes did a commendable job containing the Lightning's 
lethal power play in the first two games of the series, but it 
struck twice in the latter half of the second period to erase 
the Canes' 2-0 advantage. It was first Brayden Point finishing 
off a tic-tac-toe sequence from Steven Stamkos and Nikita 
Kucherov. About eight minutes later, Kucherov fetched his 
own rebound and fed Alex Killorn in the slot for the one-
timer, as the Lightning converted on their second straight 
power play to tie the game before the intermission. 

The Canes' penalty kill bounced back when they needed to 
most, though. Dougie Hamilton was whistled for tripping with 
just 68 seconds left in regulation. The Canes held on to force 
overtime and then dispatched the remaining time on a clean 
sheet at the start of overtime, as Brady Skjei came up with a 
big block and Petr Mrazek made a couple of critical saves. 

"If you look at the personnel on their power play, it's a tough 
challenge for us," Brett Pesce said. "We just have to do our 
best to take away their time and space." 

Then, the Canes got an overtime power play opportunity of 
their own, and after a lackluster first power play that failed to 
generate a shot on goal, the man advantage was the 
difference maker. Teuvo Teravainen held onto the puck 
along the left side wall and fed Sebastian Aho, who backed 
into the slot to create a shooting lane. Aho's shot caromed 
off Jordan Staal and into the net, delivering the Canes their 
first win of the series. 

"Big man at the hoop," Aho said. "That's what you need." 

Special teams were special when they needed to be. 

"We were pretty confident. We knew we had to kill the 
penalty early on and then just take over," Aho said. 
"Eventually those penalties usually even out. We were able 
to score a goal on our power play, which is always huge. We 
felt pretty confident we could kill that penalty, do our job and 
start playing our game." 

Fist Bumps 

Sebastian Aho 

Aho finished the night with three points (1g, 2a), his fourth 
career three-point game in the postseason. He scored his 
sixth goal of the playoffs to double the Canes' advantage not 
even eight minutes into the second period. 

Jaccob Slavin fired a stretch pass up the ice, and Teuvo 
Teravainen changed the direction of the puck with a deft 
touch. That spurred Aho on a breakaway, and he slipped his 
shot through Vasilevskiy's five-hole. 

"He wants to get better, and he's super competitive. He 
wants to win so bad," Brind'Amour said. "That's what you're 
seeing for me: that competitive edge. It doesn't matter who 
he's playing against. He wants to be the best." 

Brett Pesce 

For just the second time in nine postseason contests, the 
Canes scored the first goal of the game. 

The scoring sequence initially developed as a 2-on-1 rush for 
the Canes, but Victor Hedman played tight on Andrei 
Svechnikov, who smartly slowed up and shielded the puck 
from the big defender. Svechnikov then dropped off a pass to 
Pesce, who stepped into a shot and picked a corner on 
Vasilevskiy to give the Canes their first lead since early in the 
third period of Game 4 in the First Round. 

Pesce escaped an injury scare in the first period, as well. 
Kucherov blindsided Pesce in the neutral zone, a play that 
was penalized, and the Canes' defenseman had to be 
evaluated for a possible concussion in the first intermission. 

"I thought it was maybe a little dirty, but it's playoff hockey," 
Pesce said. "There was probably a little more physicality to 
the game." 

Plus/Minus 

Plus: Petr Mrazek 

It had been since May 10 that Mrazek last started in net for 
the Canes, who rolled with Calder Trophy finalist Alex 
Nedeljkovic through the first eight games of the postseason. 
But, down 2-0 heading on the road and facing the defending 
Stanley Cup champions? Why not mix it up? 
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"Ned has been great. That's not really the issue," 
Brind'Amour explained on Thursday morning. "He's played a 
lot of games, and we're going to need everyone as fresh as 
possible to get a victory. We'll change it up a little bit." 

Mrazek responded with a sharp outing on the road, exactly 
what the Canes needed in order to get back in the series. 

"It's all about preparation," he said. "I was just trying to be 
ready as much as possible." 

Mrazek made 24 saves on 24 shots at 5-on-5 in regulation 
and made three saves with the Canes a man down in the 
third period and overtime. 

"He made some huge saves tonight," Aho said. "You bank 
on your goalie. I had no doubt in my mind that he was going 
to be good tonight. He was himself out there. He made huge 
saves and gave us a chance to win a hockey game." 

Minus: Warren Foegele injured 

The Canes went into Game 3 already missing Nino 
Niederreiter, whose upper-body injury is likely to keep him 
out for the remainder of the series, and Vincent Trocheck, 
who suffered a lower-body injury late in the second period of 
Game 2. All they needed was another forward to go down 
with an injury right? Warren Foegele departed the game late 
in the second period and returned for a shift in the third 

before being ruled out for the remainder of the contest with 
an upper-body injury. 

"I'm not sure how that's going to shake out," Brind'Amour 
said. "We'll hopefully know more tomorrow." 

Stats Pack 

9: Aho recorded his ninth career multi-point postseason 
game, tying Ron Francise for the most in franchise history. 

3: Staal netted his third career overtime postseason goal, 
matching Niclas Wallin for the most in franchise history. 

2-0: The Canes are 2-0 when scoring first in this postseason 
and 3-4 when surrendering the first goal. 

Quote of the Night 

"I'm just so proud of everyone on our team. We get punched 
in the face over and over. … We just stick with it. Kudos to 
our team and Roddy for keep on relaying that message. We 
just kept at it, and the power play came up big for us." - Brett 
Pesce 

Up Next 

The Canes have the opportunity to even up this series when 
the puck drops in Game 4 at 4 p.m. on Saturday.
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Kaprizov, Robertson, Nedeljkovic named Calder Trophy finalists 

Wild, Stars forwards, Hurricanes goalie up for award given to 
top rookie in NHL 

By David Satriano 

Kirill Kaprizov, Jason Robertson and Alex Nedeljkovic were 
named finalists for the Calder Memorial Trophy on Thursday. 

The award is given annually to the best rookie in the NHL as 
voted on by the Professional Hockey Writers Association and 
the winner will be announced as part of the 2021 NHL 
Awards presented by Bridgestone during the Stanley Cup 
Semifinals or Stanley Cup Final. 

Kaprizov, a 24-year-old forward, led NHL rookies in goals 
(27), points (51), power-play goals (eight) and shots on goal 
(157) in 55 games for the Minnesota Wild. He finished 
second in even-strength points (38) and power-play points 
(13), and was tied for third in plus/minus rating (plus-10). He 
led the Wild in goals, points, points per game (0.93) and 
overtime goals (two), and scored three game-winning goals. 
Kaprizov, who averaged 18:18 of ice time per game and had 
a shooting percentage of 17.2 percent, scored the most 
goals, assists and points by a rookie in Wild history. 

"I think just dealing with him he's a lot like (what) we're trying 
to build here with the franchise," Wild coach Dean Evason 
said. "It's great to get recognized but his ultimate goal is to 
win and win a Stanley Cup. He says all the right things and 
does all the right things. I'm not surprised that he's extremely 
humble with that." 

Kaprizov, who led Minnesota (35-16-5) to a third-place finish 
in the Honda West Division and a berth in the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, would be the first Wild player to win the award. 

"Obviously, [winning] would make it a little bit easier, having 
such a tough season and leaving in the first round of the 
playoffs, obviously it would make things a little bit better," 
Kaprizov said. "But honestly I'm the type of person that 
doesn't really look for personal accolades. I'd much rather 
have the team win and have the team do better than my own 
personal gains." 

Robertson, a 21-year-old forward, led NHL rookies in assists 
(28) and even-strength points (39), and was tied for first in 
plus/minus (plus-13) in 51 games for the Dallas Stars. He 
was second in points (45) and tied for second in goals (17). 
Robertson was second on the Stars in points behind Joe 
Pavelski (51) and third in shots on goal (127) in 16:53 of ice 
time per game. 

Robertson would be the third Stars/Minnesota North Stars 
player to win the award, joining Bobby Smith in 1978-79 and 
Danny Grant in 1968-69. 

Nedeljkovic, a 25-year-old goalie, was 15-5-3 for the 
Carolina Hurricanes and tied for the NHL rookie lead in 
shutouts (three) with Ilya Sorokin of the New York Islanders. 
Nedeljkovic's 1.90 goals-against average and .932 save 
percentage led all NHL goalies who played at least 20 
games. He allowed two goals or fewer in 16 of his 23 starts 
and helped the Hurricanes (36-12-8) finish first in the eight-
team Discover Central Division. 

"I mean, we wouldn't be where we are right now without 
him," Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. "From that 
standpoint, we're thrilled for him. He's grinded in the 
[American Hockey League] for a while, got his chance this 
year. He took full advantage of it. We're thrilled for him. It's 
awesome to see him have the success he's had and be 
named as a finalist." 

Nedeljkovic would be the second Hurricanes/Hartford 
Whalers player to win the award and first since Jeff Skinner 
in 2010-11. He also would be the first goalie to win the 
Calder since Steve Mason of the Columbus Blue Jackets in 
2008-09. 

"I think it's great, I think it's deserved," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "He had a great year for us, no question 
about it. I'm happy for him to get recognized. … It's well 
deserved." 

Colorado Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar won the 
Calder Trophy last season.
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Staal lifts Hurricanes past Lightning in OT in Game 3 

Wins it at 5:57 on power play; Mrazek makes 35 saves in 
first start this postseason for Carolina 

By Corey Long 

TAMPA -- Jordan Staal scored at 5:57 of overtime to give the 
Carolina Hurricanes a 3-2 win against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in Game 3 of the Stanley Cup Second Round at 
Amalie Arena on Thursday. 

With Carolina on a power play, Sebastian Aho curled into the 
high slot for a one-timer that deflected in short side off Staal, 
who was providing the screen. 

"I'm always proud of the group," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "Whatever happens to them, they find a 
way to focus on the game and just go do their job, and that's 
what happened tonight." 

Aho had a goal and two assists, and Teuvo Teravainen had 
two assists for the Hurricanes, the No. 1 seed in the Discover 
Central Division, who lost the first two games of the series at 
home. Petr Mrazek made 35 saves in his first start this 
postseason. 

"It's fun to play, especially the playoffs. Those moments are 
forever," Mrazek said. "You're trying to do the best that you 
can. Win the game and help the team." 

Brayden Point had a goal and an assist for the Lightning, the 
No. 3 seed who won the first two games. Andrei Vasilevskiy 
made 24 saves. 

Game 4 of the best-of-7 series will be played here Saturday 
(4 p.m. ET; USA, SN, TVAS). 

"We've been in spots like this before," Point said. "We played 
a good game. I think it might be different if we felt like we 
didn't play a good game and they won. For the most part, I 
liked our game, I liked our compete. Give Carolina credit, 
they played hard as well. They got this one. We've got to be 
sharp for the next one." 

Brett Pesce gave Carolina a 1-0 lead, its first of the series, 
with a one-timer from the top of the right circle at 5:15 of the 
second period. 

"I'm just so proud of everyone on our team," Pesce said. "We 
get punched in the face over and over again ... tough 
bounces ... and we just stick with it. Kudos to our team and 
[Brind'Amour] to keep on relaying that message. We just 
kept at it and the power play came up big for us." 

Aho extended the lead to 2-0 at 7:40 when he got behind the 
defense and shot five-hole. 

"It feels great, but at the same time, this is our first win in the 
series," Aho said. "We just have to keep going and going for 
Game 4 and just do it over and over again and trust our 
system." 

Point cut it to 2-1 with a power-play goal at 8:57, scoring off a 
backdoor pass from Nikita Kucherov. 

"I think we were pushing the play, I think we were a lot better 
offensively," Tampa Bay defenseman Victor Hedman said. 
"We were winning our battles, creating some havoc. There 
were a lot of things we did well, it just didn't go our way 
tonight. If we bring the same mentality into the next game, I 
like our chances." 

Alex Killorn tied it 2-2 with another power-play goal at 16:18. 
He beat Mrazek with a one-timer from the slot after Kucherov 
chased down his rebound. 

"We've had a pretty good series here," Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper said. "I think our team has gotten better every single 
game, and that's what I like. ... We just have to keep going. 
You can't hang your head on these. You've just got to turn 
the page and go to the next one. The playoffs are one big 
[darn] roller coaster." 

NOTES: Hurricanes forward Warren Foegele left in the 
second period with an upper-body injury. Brind'Amour said 
he hopes to know more about the injury Friday. ... Kucherov 
leads the playoffs with 10 power-play points (three goals, 
seven assists). ... Carolina won 57 percent of the face-offs 
(30-for-53). ... Tampa Bay defenseman Erik Cernak led all 
players with nine hits.
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Mrazek sparks Hurricanes to Game 3 win in first start of playoffs 

Makes 35 saves, shows no rust against Lightning 

By Tracey Myers 

Petr Mrazek said he didn't feel any pressure in Game 3 of 
the Stanley Cup Second Round, his first start of the playoffs. 

The Carolina Hurricanes goalie showed his cool throughout, 
making 35 saves in a 3-2 overtime victory against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning at Amalie Arena on Thursday.  

Mrazek, who last started May 10, helped the Hurricanes to 
their first win in the best-of-7 series. Game 4 is at Tampa 
Bay on Saturday (4 p.m. ET; USA, TVAS, SN).  

"I wouldn't call it pressure," Mrazek said. "It's fun to play, 
especially the playoffs. Those moments are forever, 
especially in a full building with fans and everything. You go 
there, you're having fun, and you try to do the best you can 
and help the team." 

Coach Rod Brind'Amour said he wanted to give a physical 
and mental break to rookie Alex Nedeljkovic, who started 
Carolina's first eight playoff games, going 4-4 with a 2.18 
goals-against average, .920 save percentage and one 
shutout. Four of Nedeljkovic's starts went to overtime, 
including two that went to double overtime. 

Mrazek, who missed 38 games this season (31 with a broken 
thumb, seven more for a lower-body injury), was 6-2-3 with a 
2.06 GAA, .923 save percentage and three shutouts in 12 
regular-season games, all starts. 

Mrazek had played in 27 Stanley Cup Playoff games before 
Thursday, going 11-14 with a 2.31 goals-against average, 
.914 save percentage and five shutouts. 

Forward Sebastian Aho, who had a goal and two assists, 
expected Mrazek to be strong in his return. 

"He made some huge saves tonight and obviously you're 
banking on your goalie," Aho said. "I had no doubt in my 
mind he'd be good tonight. He was himself out there, made 

huge saves and gave us a chance to win a hockey game. 
and that's what happened." 

Brind'Amour said there wasn't anything Mrazek could've 
done on the two power-play goals that beat him in the 
second period. One was a tic-tac-toe play that ended with 
Brayden Point scoring the Lightning's first goal. The second 
came when Nikita Kucherov got his own rebound and 
passed to Alex Killorn, who scored. 

"Kind of weird bounces that end up on great players' sticks. 
They're not going to miss those. He was good," Brind'Amour 
said. "Did I expect him to be like that? I didn't know what to 
expect, he's been out for so long. He's a battler.”  

Mrazek's battling helped offset another forward injury for the 
Hurricanes. Warren Foegele went to the locker room holding 
his left shoulder after he was hit by Lightning defenseman 
Erik Cernak with 2:20 remaining in the second period. 
Foegele returned to play two shifts in the third but left for 
good after getting sandwiched between Lightning forwards 
Steven Stamkos and Blake Coleman four minutes into the 
period. 

Brind'Amour said he hopes to know more Friday about 
Foegele's status. The Hurricanes are already without Nino 
Niederreiter, who has missed all three games of the series 
after sustaining an upper-body in practice on Saturday, and 
Vincent Trocheck, who sustained a lower-body injury after 
colliding with Foegele late in the second period of Game 2 on 
Tuesday. 

The Hurricanes will have questions at forward heading into 
Game 4 but not with their depth at goaltending. 

"He was incredible," Hurricanes defenseman Brett Pesce 
said of Mrazek. "That says a lot about him. He didn't start 
playoffs because 'Ned's' been so good. We have two No. 1s, 
and I'm so proud of Petr. I couldn't be happier for him to stick 
with it, waited for his turn and obviously he was huge for us 
tonight."
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Staal scores in OT, Hurricanes beat Lightning in Game 3 

By Erik Erlendsson 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Jordan Staal scored on a power play at 
5:57 of overtime to give the Carolina Hurricanes a 3-2 victory 
over the Tampa Bay Lightning on Thursday night in Game 3 
of the second-round series. 

Staal deflected Sebastien Aho’s shot with Tampa Bay’s 
Nikita Kucherov serving a penalty for holding the stick to cut 
Tampa Bay’s series lead to 2-1. 

Game 4 is Saturday Tampa. 

Carolina coach Rob Brind’Amour changed goaltenders, 
opting for Petr Mrazek after Alex Nedeljkovic started the first 
eight games of the playoffs. Mrazek stopped 35 shots. 

“He was good,” Brind’Amour said. “Did I expect him to be like 
that? I didn’t really know what to expect, to be honest with 
you, he’d been out for so long. But he’s a battler.’’ 

Brett Pesce and Aho also scored for Carolina.  

“Feels great obviously, but at the same time, it was only our 
first win in the series,” said Aho, who finished with three 
points. “We just have to keep going to Game 4 and just do it 
over and over again and trust our system. But it obviously 
feels good to win.’’ 

Brayden Point and Alex Killorn had power-play goals for 
Tampa Bay, which outshot the Hurricanes 37-27. 

“We did everything we wanted to do tonight except score one 
more goal than they did,” Lightning oach Jon Cooper said. “A 
lot of the things we put in place the players implemented and 
I thought they did a hell of a job. We just came up one short.’’ 

The Hurricanes did something they were unable to do in the 
opening two games on home ice — score first. 

The first lead of the series for the Hurricanes came courtesy 
of Pesce, who one-timed a shot from above the right circle 
off a feed from Andrei Svechnikov at 5:15 of the second 
period. It’s the first time Carolina opened the scoring since 
Game 2 against the Nashville Predators in the opening round 
and the first lead for the Hurricanes since Game 4. 

It also was the first 5-on-5 goal scored by Carolina in the 
series and the first one Tampa Bay had allowed since the 
second period of Game 5 against the Florida Panthers. 

The Hurricanes built the lead on a well-executed set play as 
Jaccob Slavin sent a pass from inside his own zone up ice to 
Svechnikov, who one-touched a pass to a streaking Aho. 

The play sent Aho in alone for a breakaway to give Carolina 
a 2-0 lead at 7:40. 

It didn’t take long for Tampa Bay to respond on a power play. 
At 8:57, a passing play from Steven Stamkos to Kucherov to 
Point cut the lead to 2-1. 

The Tampa Bay power play went back to work again when 
Brady Skjei was whistled for hooking at 15:52 and again 
cashed in. Point gained the zone with speed and found 
Kucherov in the slot. After his initial chance was blocked, he 
recovered the puck and fed Killorn between the hashmarks 
for a quick rising sot over Marazek at 16:18, the 11th power 
play goal scored by Tampa Bay in nine postseason games. 

“That was a huge momentum shift for us in the game, being 
down 2-0 and getting two power play goals,” Lightning 
defenseman Victor Hedman said. 

NOT SO SAVVY 

Tampa Bay defenseman David Savard missed his third 
consecutive game with an undisclosed upper-body injury. 
Though Savard practiced with the team Monday and coach 
Jon Cooper indicated Savard is expected to return in the 
series, he did not take part in the team’s morning pregame 
skate. 

NO GO FOR TRO 

Carolina center Vincent Trocheck missed the game and his 
status for the remainder of the serious is unknown. Trocheck 
left late in the second period of Game 2 after colliding with 
teammate Warren Foegle and had to hop off the ice. 
Trocheck tried to return but took just one shift. Brind’Amour 
indicated Thursday morning that Trocheck was doubtful but 
wanted to give it a try but the Hurricanes’ second leading 
scorer during the regular season did not dress for pregame 
warmup. 

Already without Nino Niederreiter, the Hurricanes also lost 
forward Warren Foegle to an upper-body injury in the second 
period after he collided with Tampa Bay defenseman Erik 
Cernak. Foegle left the ice favoring his shoulder, came out 
for the third period, took two shifts and left the game. 

NOD FOR NED 

Carolina rookie goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic was named 
Thursday as one of three finalists for the Calder Trophy as 
Rookie of the Year, along with Minnesota forward Kiril 
Kaprizov and Dallas forward Jason Robertson.
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Aho goes toe to toe with Kucherov to drag Hurricanes back into series 

Jordan Staal scored the overtime winner in Game 3 as the 
Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Tampa Bay Lightning 3-2. 

By Eric Francis 

When they weren’t spending time battling for the puck, they 
spent time jawing and clawing at one another after the 
whistle. 

In a desperate attempt to drag his Carolina Hurricanes back 
into the fight, Sebastian Aho’s bid to get the best of Nikita 
Kucherov was on full display Thursday at Amalie Arena. 

In the end, the 23-year-old Hurricanes star won the latest 
battle, setting up the overtime winner with Tampa’s former 
Hart Trophy winner sitting in the penalty box. 

On a night when Kucherov assisted on both Lightning power-
play goals to climb back into a game the hosts trailed 2-0, 
Aho refused to be outdone, scoring once and setting up two 
others in a crucial 3-2 win. 

“It doesn’t matter who he’s playing against – he wants to be 
the best,” said Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour when asked 
about Aho’s emotional and physical display.  

“Thing is, he’s willing to do what he has to be the best and I 
think that’s what is going to make him better and better as 
the years go on. He’s super competitive. He wants to win so 
bad. That’s what you’re seeing for me, that competitive 
edge.” 

Now there’s a coach who knows a thing or two about playing 
with edginess and heart. 

At his tender age and compact size, Aho has spent the 
whole season on a mission to prove he can be one of the 
game’s best. 

With 24 goals and a point per game during the season, Aho 
had the Central-winning Canes challenging for a Presidents’ 
Trophy.  

He’s been even better in the playoffs where his six goals trail 
only Nathan MacKinnon. 

At no time this year was he needed more than Game 3 on 
Thursday, when the Hurricanes had to climb back into the 
series after being swept at home where they’d previously lost 
just three times all season. 

“We get punched in the face over and over, and tough 
bounces, but we just stick with it,” said Brett Pesce, who had 
to leave the game briefly after going through concussion 
testing following a hit by Kucherov the defender deemed “a 
little dirty.”  

“So proud of these guys. The power play came up big for us. 
We know (Aho) is a star. He’s a world-class player and he 
seems to always come through for us. He’s our best player 
and he showed it tonight.” 

Two minutes after Pesce scored the team’s first even-
strength goal of the series, Aho scooted in alone to put 
Carolina up 2-0 by slipping a shot through Andrei 
Vasilevskiy’s pads midway through the game. 

By period’s end, the Bolts’ vaunted power play tied it 2-2, 
kick-started by an Aho crosscheck across Ondrej Palat’s 
numbers. 

Despite being 176 pounds, Aho was in the meat of the game 
all night, at one point needing to be separated from Kucherov 
by a linesman who heard all about how intensely these two 
seem to disagree. 

“It’s the matchup we’ve been playing – his line against my 
line all three games,” said Aho of the tete-a-tete. 

“We see each other a lot out there every game. It’s playoff 
hockey, so it’s nothing more than that. There’s no secret we 
want to play aggressive and not be afraid of a grind game.” 

They certainly aren’t. 

On the short end of a pair of 2-1 losses to open the series, 
the division-winning Canes needed something to believe in 
against the defending Stanley Cup champions. 

Aho gave them that, as he has throughout a playoff history 
that has seen the Finnish star score 32 points in 32 games. 
Aho started overtime by killing off the final minute of a 
Tampa man-advantage before setting up the winner six 
minutes in with a one-timer from the slot tipped in by Jordan 
Staal on the power play. 

“What I love about it is everybody is getting to see what he’s 
all about this year,” said coach Brind’Amour of his prized 
student. 

“Hopefully we can continue on and he can keep playing the 
way he is playing. He was great again tonight, he had a great 
chance in overtime short-handed. When you have a guy who 
plays in all situations and you rely on him so much, the value 
of this guy is off the charts. And he’s your leader, too, so he’s 
doing it right on and off the ice.” 

None of it would have been possible if not for the 35 saves 
from Petr Mrazek, who made his first appearance in almost a 
month. 

“He was good,” said Brind’Amour, who started rookie 
sensation Alex Nedeljkovic the first eight games of the 
playoffs. 

“Did I expect him to be like that? I didn’t really know what to 
expect to be honest with you, he’d been out so long. But he’s 
a battler. Everybody just dug in. We got a win we deserved. I 
don’t know if tonight we were the better team, that’s 
debatable. Overall we got something we deserved, to be 
back in the series.”
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Aho, Hurricanes finally break through on Vasilevskiy in Game 3 win 

By Adam Gretz  

Even though the Carolina Hurricanes entered Game 3 of 
their Second Round series trailing the Tampa Bay Lightning 
by two games, it was not for a lack of effort. 

Or poor play. 

They were simply getting beat by a world-class goalie that 
has been in the zone all postseason and not showing any 
cracks. 

The Hurricanes finally found a few in their 3-2 overtime win in 
Game 3 on Thursday night. Jordan Staal scored the game-
winning goal, deflecting a Sebastian Aho shot on the power 
play early in the overtime period. That goal came after 
Tampa Bay’s Nikita Kucherov took an offensive zone 
penalty. 

Aho scored a goal of his own and assisted on the 
Hurricanes’ other goal in the win. 

Entering play on Thursday the Hurricanes had managed just 
two goals, both on the power play, in the first two games of 
the series. They finally scored a 5-on-5 goal, and took their 
first lead of the series, midway through the second period 
when Brett Pesce blasted a one-timer by Vasilevskiy to 
break the ice. 

Aho scored his goal just a few minutes later on a breakaway 
to give the Hurricanes a two-goal lead. 

That lead, though, would be short-lived as the Lightning’s 
power play struck for a pair of quick goals just a few minutes 
later to tie the game. 

That power play was back on the ice late in the third period 
and into overtime, but was unable to score. That set the 
stage for Staal’s winner. 

The other big story to come out of this game was Carolina’s 
decision to switch goalies, starting veteran Petr Mrazek in 
place of Alex Nedelkjovic. It was a bold move given the way 
the series had played out over the first two games (Carolina 
was not losing because of its goaltending), but it ended up 
working in the Hurricanes’ favor. Mrazek stopped 35 out of 
37 shots in the win. 

LIGHTNING VS. HURRICANES (TB leads 2-1) 

Game 1: Lightning 2, Hurricanes 1 
Game 2: Lightning 2, Hurricanes 1 
Game 3: Thurs. June 3: Hurricanes 2, Lightning 1 (OT) 
Game 4: Sat. June 5: Hurricanes at Lightning, 4 p.m. ET 
(USA Network) 
*Game 5: Tues. June 8: Lightning at Hurricanes TBD 
*Game 6: Thurs. June 10: Hurricanes at Lightning TBD 
*Game 7: Sat. June 12: Lightning at Hurricanes
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NHL Playoff Buzzer: Bruins, Hurricanes get Game 3 overtime wins 

By Adam Gretz 

 The NHL Department of Player Safety suspends 
Winnipeg Jets forward Mark Scheifele for four 
games for charging Montreal Canadiens forward 
Jake Evans. 

 Brad Marchand wins Game 3 in overtime for the 
Boston Bruins. 

 The Carolina Hurricanes finally break through on 
Andrei Vasilevskiy in Game 3 win. 

Boston Bruins 2, New York Islanders 1 (OT) (Bruins leads 
series 2-1) 

The Boston Bruins deserved this win. They were the better 
team all night, and especially as the game progressed, and 
were only in overtime because New York Islanders goalie 
Semyon Varlamov was playing fantastic in net. That all 
changed early in overtime when Brad Marchand beat him 
from a bad angle to give the Bruins the Game 3 win and the 
2-1 series lead heading into Game 4 on Saturday night (7:15 
p.m. ET, NBC). Tuukka Rask was rock solid for the Bruins in 
goal, especially in overtime, to help get the win. The only 
downside for the Bruins in this game is defenseman Brandon 
Carlo had to exit the game in the third period after he was 
checked hard into the glass by Islanders forward Cal 
Clutterbuck. 

Carolina Hurricanes 3, Tampa Bay Lightning 2 (Lightning 
lead series 2-1) 

The Carolina Hurricanes were finally able to beat Tampa Bay 
Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy in Game 3, earning a 3-2 
win to get on the board in the series. Jordan Staal was 
credited with the game-winning goal in overtime, while 
Sebastian Aho had three points in the win. The Hurricanes’ 
decision to switch goalies also paid off as Petr Mrazek 
stopped 35 out of 37 shots in the win. 

Three Stars 

1. Sebastian Aho, Carolina Hurricanes. Put his name in the 
Conn Smythe discussion. He recorded three points on 
Thursday night, figuring into all three Hurricanes goals, to 
help them win their first game of the series. He now has 10 
points in nine games this postseason, including three mutli-
point games. 

2. Tuukka Rask, Boston Bruins. He did not have to face a ton 
of shots, but he faced some quality shots, including early in 
overtime. He was his usual rock solid self in the Bruins’ 2-1 
win, stopping 28 out of 29 shots. He always faces some 
intense criticism in Boston for his play in the postseason, but 
he remains one of the best and most productive goalies in 
the league. A huge part of Boston’s success. 

3. Petr Mrazek, Carolina Hurricanes. The Hurricanes were 
not trailing in the series because of goaltending, but they still 
made the switch to start Mrazek in Game 3 anyway. It 
worked. Mrazek stopped 35 out of 37 shots against the high 
powered Lightning offense, including every shot he faced at 
even-strength, to help backstop the Hurricanes to an 
enormous win. Starting your first game of the playoffs 
against the defending Stanley Cup champions, on the road, 
when your team is already facing a 2-0 series deficit is not an 
easy task. He played great. 

Highlights Of The Night 

Craig Smith caps off a dominant shift by Boston’s second 
line to open the scoring. 

Then Brad Marchand wins it in overtime. 

The Hurricanes get the game-winning goal in overtime 
thanks to Sebastian Aho and Jordan Staal. 

FRIDAY’S NHL PLAYOFF SCHEDULE 

Game 2: Canadiens at Jets, 7:30 p.m. ET (MTL leads 1-0) – 
USA Network 
Game 3: Avalanche at Golden Knights, 10 p.m. ET (COL 
leads 2-0) – NBCSN
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Recap: Staal’s overtime winner puts Canes on the board 

The Canes have cut their series deficit against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in half.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

She’s a series now.  

Those were the words of former Hurricanes play by play man 
John Forslund in 2006, when Eric Staal gave the Canes a 
game three overtime win in Montreal after losing the first two 
games on home ice. They hold true tonight after Eric’s 
younger brother, Jordan Staal, gave the Canes a 3-2 
overtime win in game three against the Tampa Bay Lightning 
to put Carolina on the board in this series.  

After the Canes killed the remainder of a penalty left over 
from the end of regulation to start overtime, Carolina got its 
own chance to end the game on a power play after Nikita 
Kucherov was whistled for holding the stick in the offensive 
zone. Aho sniped a shot from the circle that Staal tipped 
home to make it a 2-1 series.  

The Canes again bounced back from adversity in this one, 
winning it in overtime after the Bolts erased their 2-0 lead in 
the second period.  

The discussion heading into this one was Brind’Amour’s 
decision to switch from Alex Nedeljkovic to Petr Mrazek, who 
hadn’t started since May 10. Mrazek gave no reason to 
second guess the decision, however, as he was stellar, 
stopping 35 of 37 shots. He made big saves when called 
upon all night, especially in a third period that saw the ice 
tilted against the Canes.  

Brind’Amour also opted to reunite the line of Sebastian Aho, 
Teuvo Teravainen and Andrei Svechnikov, and that also paid 
off, with the trio factoring in on all three of the Canes’ goals. 

While it took the Lightning 5:18 to record their first shot on 
goal, it didn’t take long for Mrazek to face his first “big save” 
test of the night, and he passed it with flying colors, denying 
Victor Hedman on a 3-on-2 about seven minutes in to keep 
things scoreless.  

Tampa continued to mount pressure from there, but Mrazek 
stayed sharp to keep the Bolts off the board amid a flurry of 
chances over the next few minutes.  

The Canes got their first grade-A a little over halfway through 
the period, as Dougie Hamilton hit Brock McGinn with a 
stretch pass for a chance in alone that Vasilevskiy stopped.  

The Canes got the game’s first power play with a few 
minutes left in the first as Nikita Kucherov got the gate for 
interference after a blindside hit on Brett Pesce that incensed 
the Canes’ defenseman and sent him to the locker room.  

As has too often been the case in this series, however, the 
power play generated nothing, and the Canes and Bolts 
skated to the room scoreless.  

Pesce returned to start the second period, and wasted little 
time making his presence felt. After Aho and Svechnikov 
entered the zone on a two-on-one, Svechnikov found himself 
without a passing lane across to Aho or good shooting angle. 
He instead pulled up, used hi strength to protect the puck 
and waited for Pesce to enter the play with a good shooting 
lane. Svechnikov dished it back to No. 22, who wired it home 
to give the Canes a 1-0 lead 5:15 into the second.  

The goal gave Carolina its first lead of the series, and was 
the second time of the postseason the Canes scored first.  

The Canes doubled their lead just over two minutes later, as 
Jaccob Slavin fed a stretch pass up to Teravainen at center 
ice, and Teravainen hit Aho with a perfect one-touch pass for 
a partial breakaway. The Canes’ top scorer beat Vasilevskiy 
five-hole to make it 2-0.  

The two-goal lead was short lived, however, as a cross-
checking penalty for Aho put the Bolts’ lethal power play on 
the ice. Some precision passing led to a tap-in goal for 
Brayden Point to make it 2-1.  

With about four minutes left in the second, the Canes were 
again reminded of why putting Tampa on the power play was 
a bad idea, as Alex Killorn tallied on the man advantage to 
wipe out Carolina’s 2-0 lead and tie it up.  

With Warren Foegele in the room and the Canes down a 
man, the Lightning came with a big push to start the third but 
Mrazek again came up big with several sharp saves.  

The Bolts’ power play again got a chance to go to work with 
1:08 left in the third period after a questionable tripping call 
against Dougie Hamilton, but the Canes managed to kill the 
first portion of it and send the game to overtime.
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Mrazek, Aho, Pesce on game three win  

Rod Brind’Amour, Petr Mrazek, Sebastian Aho and Brett 
Pesce spoke to the media after the Canes’ overtime victory.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Thanks to an overtime winner from Jordan Staal, goal and 
two assists from Sebastian Aho, goal from Brett Pesce and 
35 saves from Petr Mrazek, the Canes are on the board in 
their second round series with the Tampa Bay Lightning 
following a 3-2 overtime win Thursday night.  

Aho, Pesce, Mrazek and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the 
media following the win, here’s a full breakdown of 
everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the Canes fighting through adversity: Like I said all year, 
I’m always proud of the group. Whatever happens to them, 
they just seem to find a way to focus on the game and go do 
their job. That’s what happened tonight.  

On making the switch to Mrazek: He had no chance on those 
goals at all. Just weird bounces that ended up on the great 
players’ sticks, they’re not going to miss those. He was good. 
Did I expect him to be like that? I didn’t really know what to 
expect, to be honest with you, he’d been out for so long. But 
he’s a battler.  

On the battle between Aho and Nikita Kucherov: He’s very 
competitive. I think that’s why if you’ve listened to us talk 
about him over the years. That’s what I love about him. He 
wants to get better, but he’s super competitive. He wants to 
win. He wants to win so bad, and that’s what you’re seeing, 
for me, is that competitive edge. That’s what you’re seeing 
from him, for me. It doesn’t really matter who he’s playing 
against. He wants to be the best, and he’s willing to do what 
he has to do to be the best. I think that’s what’s going to 
make him better and better as the years go on.  

On Warren Foegele’s injury: I’m not sure how that’s going to 
shake out. I don’t know if he got X-rayed. There was 
something that he did in between periods. He came out and 
tried it and it obviously didn’t go so well. We’ll hopefully know 
more tomorrow.  

On the similarities to game three against Montreal in 2006: 
It’s hard for me to remember much. All I’ll tell you is back 
then we were down and out. This game we were up 2-0 and 
were going pretty good and all of the sudden it turned on a 
time. But again, we had some timely saves and some big, 
big play by the whole group. Everybody dug in. We got a win 
that we deserved. I don’t know if we were the better team, 
that’s debatable, but overall, I think we got something that we 
deserved to be in this series, to be back. 

On Jordan Staal: What I love about it is everybody’s getting 
to see what he’s all about this year. Hopefully we can 
continue on and he can keep playing the way he’s playing. 
He was great again tonight. He had a great chance in 
overtime shorthanded. When you have a guy that plays in all 
situations and you rely on so much, the value of this guy is 
off the charts. And then he’s your leader too, so he’s doing it 
right on and off the ice. You’ve heard me talk about him at 
length. There’s really not much more that needs to be said.  

On if the game was feistier: I don’t know it was more or less. 
There were a little more debatable things, things that you’re 
questioning. I think that came into play a little more, but I 
didn’t really notice anything else. 

On Teuvo Teravainen: The only chance we have to beat 
these guys is everybody has to play at their top. We’re not 
going to be able to do it if [Teravainen]’s average or [Aho] is 
average. We won’t beat them. So he knows that. I thought he 
was great tonight. He’s a guy we count on to do everything. 
He was solid, and there’s no way around it. We need him to 
be like that if we want to have a chance.  

Petr Mrazek 

On how he felt watching the playoffs and getting his chance 
tonight: I felt pretty good. It’s all about preparation. I was just 
trying to be ready as much as possible and see if I get a 
game. I’m happy that I got one and we won tonight.  

On scrambling to make saves: I haven’t seen a few pucks 
going through, so I just tried to read the play, read the game 
well and that was the key tonight.  

On when he was told he would start: I just talked with [goalie 
coach Paul Schonfelder] yesterday and he just said it’s my 
game and we would go from there.  

On if he felt pressure: I wouldn’t call it pressure. It’s fun to 
play, especially in the playoffs. Those moments are forever 
and right now, especially with a full building, fans and 
everything, I wouldn’t say pressure. You go there, you’re 
having fun. You’re trying to do the best you can, win the 
games and help the team.  

On if the pressure shifts to Tampa Bay: We have to take it 
game by game. We can see those games are so tight, one 
goal decides the winner, so we just have to prepare for the 
next game. Don’t talk about pressure, just go there and play 
the game.  

Sebastian Aho 

On the mindset in the locker room heading into overtime: We 
were pretty confident. We knew we had to kill the penalty 
early on and just take over. Eventually those penalties 
usually even out and we were able to score on our power 
play which is always huge. I think we felt pretty confident that 
we could kill that penalty and then just do our job and start 
playing our own game 5-on-5. 

On Petr Mrazek being hot: He made some huge saves 
tonight. Obviously you’re banking on your goalie and I had 
no doubt in my mind that he was going to be good tonight. 
He was himself out there, made some huge saves and gave 
us a chance to win the game. 

On how the win feels: Feels great obviously, but at the same 
time, it was only our first win in the series. We just have to 
keep going to Game 4 and just do it over and over again and 
trust our system. But it obviously feels good to win. 

On his battles with Nikita Kucherov: It’s just the matchup. 
We’ve been playing his line against my line all three games. 
We see each other a lot out there every game and it’s playoff 
hockey. It’s nothing more than that. 
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On the game-winning goal and finding the open space to get 
off the shot: Before that happened, we won a lot of puck 
battles. All five of us kept the puck in and that’s the key. You 
have to get those seconds and thirds and we had a couple of 
good looks before that goal. It’s not something you practice 
too often though. It’s just Teravainen. I know that he has 
great vision out there and he can definitely see those plays. I 
saw a little opening in the high-slot, went there and I got a 
pretty good shot out of it and obviously the big man at the 
hoop. That’s what you need there. Traffic at the net. Just 
happy we got that goal. 

On getting the first goal: Scoring the first goal is somewhat 
big. It’s always nice to score the first one, but I felt that we 
were ready even if they had scored the first goal. We were 
pretty mentally sharp today. Mentally strong to go into 
tonight’s game and that’s why I think that we got the win. We 
were ready no matter what and just kept going and doing our 
own job. 

Brett Pesce 

On the blindside hit by Nikita Kucherov and if the game 
seemed more physical than the first two: It probably had a 
little more physicality to the game. I took a hit up high. I felt it 
was a little, I don’t know, dirty, but it’s playoff hockey. The 
NHL required me to go through all the concussion testing. 
But I’m fine. It’s good. 

On the key to killing the final Tampa Bay power play: We just 
had to try to stick with it. Just remain aggressive on them. If 
you look at the personnel on their power play, it’s a tough 

challenge for us. They’re going to score. We just have to do 
our best to try and take away some of their time and space 
and I feel on the last kill we did a better job of that. 

On ranking this game on the scale of gutsy wins: It’s at the 
top, right? Just so proud of everyone on our team. We get 
kicked, punched in the face over and over with tough 
bounces and we just stick with it. Kudos to our team and 
Roddy for keeping on relaying that message. We just kept at 
it and the power play came up big for us.  

On Petr Mrazek’s performance: Huge game by him. Both of 
those goals, I don’t think he had a chance on. But he was 
incredible. That says a lot about him. He didn’t start the 
playoffs because Ned’s been so good. We have two number 
ones. Proud of Petr and couldn’t be happier for him to kind of 
just stick with it and kind of wait for his turn. He was huge for 
us tonight. 

On Sebastian Aho: We know that he’s a star. He’s a world 
class player and he seems to always come through for us. 
He’s our best player and he definitely showed it tonight. 

On angry and chippy games: It’s playoff hockey for a reason. 
There’s a reason why it’s the hardest trophy to win. 
Obviously you have two teams where it’s just 20 guys on 
each side who are just super competitive and are going to do 
whatever they can to win. That makes it way more fun for us.

  

 

 

  

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251863508.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251873823.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251890478.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article251863503.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/06/hurricanes-claw-way-back-into-series-with-ot-win-in-tampa/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/game-3-canes-topple-lightning-3-2-in-overtime/19710000/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/game-3-recap-canes-convert-power-play-win-in-overtime/c-325174806 

https://www.nhl.com/news/2021-calder-trophy-finalists-announced/c-325143072 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-tampa-bay-lightning-game-3-recap/c-325053342 
https://www.nhl.com/news/hurricanes-petr-mrazek-makes-35-saves-in-game-3-win/c-325177146 

https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-tampa-bay-lightning-hockey-nhl-sports-90f247ba3301ef69c0c4a7e478eb5180 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/aho-goes-toe-toe-kucherov-drag-hurricanes-back-series/ 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/06/03/sebastian-aho-carolina-hurricanes-finally-break-through-on-andrei-vasilevskiy-tampa-bay-lightning-in-game-3-
win/ 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/06/04/nhl-scores-nhl-playoff-buzzer-carolina-hurricanes-tampa-bay-lightning-game-3-overtime-wins/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/3/22518026/carolina-hurricanestampa-bay-lightning-sebastian-aho-brett-pesce-petr-mrazek 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/4/22518149/they-said-it-brindamour-mrazek-aho-pesce-on-game-three-win 
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Petr Mrazek, the forgotten goalie, takes his shot to save the Hurricanes’ 
season 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

TAMPA, FLA-It got to the point where Petr Mrazek started to wonder if 
he’d play at all. His stop-and-start, injury-plagued season had left the 
door open for Alex Nedeljkovic to claim the crease, and once Nedeljkovic 
got the job for the Carolina Hurricanes in the playoffs, he didn’t really let 
go. 

Mrazek was the forgotten man, a goalie in search of a net to defend with 
the best seat in the house. 

“I was just trying to be ready as much as possible,” Mrazek said. “See if I 
get a game.” 

So he watched the entire first round against the Predators, and he 
watched the Hurricanes drop the first two games of this series against 
the Tampa Bay Lightning, until Hurricanes goalie coach Paul Schonfelder 
pulled him aside Wednesday to tell him his time had finally arrived. Even 
Rod Brind’Amour wasn’t sure how that would go, but the coach also 
knew he was running out of options. 

“I didn’t know what to expect, to be honest with you,” Brind’Amour said 
afterward, when he could have taken a victory lap and claimed he knew 
what was coming all along. “He’d been out for so long, but he’s a battler.” 

Did Mrazek ever battle. With the Hurricanes facing all but certain 
elimination, Mrazek was retrieved from the where-are-they-now-file, gave 
up two slam-dunk power-play goals and stopped everything else he 
faced, keeping the Hurricanes in it long enough for Sebastian Aho and 
Jordan Staal to combine on (yet another) overtime goal for a 3-2 win. 

Mrazek was last seen giving up five goals in the May 10 dead rubber 
against the Nashville Predators, backstopping a half-strength lineup in a 
meaningless game. The Hurricanes planned on rotating goalies, but 
Nedeljkovic got the first shot and his strong play in that series relegated 
Mrazek to a door-opener on the bench and baseball hat model. 

But down 2-0, the time had come to see what the other guy had. And like 
Martin Gerber’s sudden resurgence in the 2006 conference finals -- 
coming from goalie oblivion to briefly relieve Cam Ward long enough to 
pitch a key road shutout in Buffalo -- Mrazek back-stopped the 
Hurricanes right back into this series. 

Among his 35 saves were two critical stops in overtime, when the 
Lightning carried 53 seconds of power play over from regulation. He was 
able to stop Brayden Point and the dynamic Nikita Kucherov to keep the 
Lightning from the immediate kill shot. He then hung in long enough for 
Kucherov to take a dumb penalty -- trying to water ski behind Martin 
Necas while the Lightning had the Hurricanes pinned in their own zone -- 
and the Hurricanes to convert on an overtime power play of their own. 

Mrazek did everything asked of him, and more. 

“I’m not even surprised,” Aho said. “He has that: When he gets hot, he 
gets very hot. It’s what you need in the playoffs, to have a hot goalie.” 

The Hurricanes have one now, as suddenly and precipitously as they’ve 
gotten back in this series. 

They needed something, anything to shake something loose against the 
Lightning. The Hurricanes were running out of time, and almost as 
important, they’re running out of bodies. Warren Foegele became the 
latest absentee, leaving the game in the third period after taking a hard 
hit to his left shoulder late in the second. 

With Foegele, Vincent Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter all out, that’s 47 
regular-season goals removed from the lineup of a team that’s already 
struggling mightily to score. 

The Hurricanes finally got a couple of even-strength goals Thursday night 
-- their first five-on-five goals and first lead of the series -- only to give up 
power-play tap-ins on both penalties they took. When the Lightning 
power play is moving like a tremendous machine, even against the best 
penalty-kill in the postseason, all you can do is get out of the way. And 
stay out of the box. 

Tampa needed all of 82 seconds to score the two man-advantage goals, 
barely breaking a sweat. But the Hurricanes relied on Mrazek not only to 
kill the last at the most important time, but save their entire season. 

“I wouldn’t call it pressure,” Mrazek said. “It’s fun to play, especially 
playoffs. Those moments are forever.” 

The Hurricanes will go into Sunday’s game with confidence, a puncher’s 
chance to go home for Game 5 tied 2-2 and a goalie who went from 
invisible to en fuego when his team needed him most. 
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Jordan Staal’s overtime goal gives Hurricanes first playoff win over 
Lightning 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes found a way to win. 

After losing the first two games of their playoff series to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning at home, the Canes went into Amalie Arena for Game 3 and 
took a gutsy 3-2 overtime win. 

Jordan Staal’s power-play goal in overtime has given the Canes new life 
in the series. Sebastian Aho, who scored in the second period, took a 
pass from Teuvo Teravainen and ripped a shot and Staal got a piece as 
the Canes beat Andrei Vasilevskiy at 5:57 of the OT. 

The Canes went on the power play after Nikita Kucherov was called for 
holding the stick at 4:16 of overtime. 

Carolina killed off the end of a Dougie Hamilton penalty to begin the OT. 
Hamilton was called for tripping Alex Killorn with 1:08 left in regulation. 
The Lightning’s power-play time extended into overtime. 
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Canes goalie Petr Mrazek, making his first playoff start, faced 32 shots in 
regulation and made some critical saves late. Vasilevskiy faced 23 in 
regulation -- the Canes had five shots in the third. 

The Canes could play Game 4 on Saturday missing three forwards: 
Warren Foegele, Vincent Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter. 

Foegele left Thursday’s game with an upper-body injury. Foegele 
appeared to injure a shoulder in the second period, left for the locker 
room, tried to play in the third but soon was removed. 

Trocheck, who was injured in Game 2 but traveled with the team, was 
ruled out of the game, and Niederreiter missed his third game with an 
upper-body injury. 

The Canes took a 2-0 lead in the second period as Brett Pesce and then 
Aho scored five-on-five goals. Aho, who assisted on Pesce’s goal, then 
beat goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy with a quick five-hole shot. 

But Tampa Bay tied it on power-play goals by Brayden Point and then 
Alex Killorn as Nikita Kucherov assisted on both. 

SECOND PERIOD: TAMPA TIES THE GAME 

The Canes scored the first goal of the game in the second period, then 
added a second. But the Lightning has countered with two power-play 
goals and it’s 2-2 after 40 minutes. 

Playing their ninth playoff game, the Canes took a 1-0 lead for just the 
second time. Defenseman Brett Pesce, bloodied by a blindside hit from 
Nikita Kucherov in the first, scored the goal at 5:15 of the second. 

Taking a drop pass from Andrei Svechnikov, got off a shot from the top of 
the right circle that beat Andrei Vasilevskiy high to the blocker side. 
Sebastian Aho also had an assist. 

Aho then made it 2-0 at 7:40, beating Vasilevskiy with a five-hole shot 
after a touch pass between the legs from Teuvo Teravainen, who had 
taken a stretch pass from Jaccob Slavin at the red line. 

But Aho was called for cross-checking at 8:01 in front of the Canes net. 
The Lightning quickly converted as Brayden Point scored off a pass from 
Kucherov at 8:57 

A Brady Skjei hooking penalty late in the period led to Tampa’s tying goal 
from Alex Killorn at 16:18. Kucherov had a shot stopped by Petr Mrazek, 
collected the rebound and got the puck to an open Killorn in the slot. 

FIRST PERIOD: CANES’ BRETT PESCE BLINDSIDED, BLOODIED 

There were no goals scored in the opening period, again, but the heat is 
being turned up in Game 3. 

With three minutes left in the period, Canes defenseman Brett Pesce was 
blindsided and bloodied after taking a hit from Nikita Kucherov. After 
much shoving and pushing, Kucherov was called for an interference 
penalty and the Canes had the only power play of the period but was 
unable to get set or get a shot on net. 

Canes goalie Petr Mrazek faced 10 shots in his first start of the playoffs 
and made some sharp saves. 

The Canes are playing without center Vincent Trocheck, who did not take 
the pregame warmup, Morgan Geekie has drawn back into the lineup 
and is being used on the fourth line. 

The Lightning did not have a shot in the first 5:18 of the first period but 
have not allowed a lot of space for the Canes, either. 

Mrazek’s first big test was a shot off the rush by defenseman Victor 
Hedman that Mrazek stopped. Moments later, he stopped a backhander 
by Brayden Point in tight. 

Mrazek was bumped in the crease by Alex Killorn, gave the forward a 
forearm and had a few words with him, showing his feisty side. 

GAME SETUP 

Canes forward Brock McGinn was the first to say it Thursday morning. 

“I don’t think we want to go out there and change too much. We just want 
to play our game,” he said. 

Defenseman Jaccob Slavin, next up Thursday, said the same. 

“We don’t need to change much. We’ve been playing pretty good 
hockey,” he said. 

Finally, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour concisely summed it up heading 
into Game 3 against the Lightning. 

“We’ve got to win a game,” he said. “As boring as it to say, it is what it is. 
It’s that simple.” 

It is that simple, but also could be complex. Tampa Bay, despite its 2-0 
lead in the series, has not been at its best in the first two games. The 
Lightning won two games at PNC Arena, but mostly because of the 
splendid play of goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

Vasilevskiy doesn’t rattle, doesn’t flinch. Canes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic is 
a finalist for the 2021 Calder Trophy as the NHL’s rookie of the year. 
Vasilevskiy is a finalist -- again -- for the 2021 Vezina Trophy as the 
NHL’s best goaltender, an award he won in 2019 and could win again 
this year. 

Brind’Amour will make one change Thursday: Petr Mrazek will start in 
place of Nedeljkovic, who has been in net the first eight games of the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

“I think it was more the freshness,” Brind’Amour said of the decision. 
“We’re changing a little something, but I think it’s more giving 
(Nedeljkovic) a mental break. Petr’s more than capable and he’s been 
waiting. We’ll give him his opportunity.” 

CANES’ LINEUP FOR GAME 3 

The Canes again won’t have injured forward Nino Niederreiter and 
Vincent Trocheck, who Brind’Amour called doubtful for Game 3, will not 
play. 

The Canes had a healthy complement of players after the Nashville 
series. Then Niederreiter was injured in practice and Trocheck hurt in 
Game 2 after an open-ice collision with teammate Warren Foegele. 
That’s an unexpected kind of attrition. 

If Brind’Amour sticks with his lines at Thursday’s morning skate, 
Sebastian Aho again will be together on a line with Andrei Svechnikov 
and Teuvo Teravainen. Jordan Staal will center Foegele and Martin 
Necas, Jordan Martinook will be at center with McGinn and Jesper Fast 
and Steven Lorentz with Morgan Geekie and Cedric Paquette. 

The defensive pairs were Slavin-Dougie Hamilton, Brady Skjei-Brett 
Pesce and Jake Bean-Jani Hakanpaa. 
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Canes’ Alex Nedeljkovic named a Calder finalist. But he’ll back up Petr 
Mrazek in Game 3. 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

TAMPA, FLA.-Just before the Carolina Hurricanes took the ice for the 
morning skate Thursday ahead of Game 3 at the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
goalie Alex Nedeljkovic was named as one of three finalists for the 
Calder Trophy that goes to the NHL’s rookie of the year. 

Then Petr Mrazek skated to the crease Nedeljkovic had previously 
occupied as the starter throughout the entire postseason to date. 
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“Petr has obviously been ready for a while,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We’ll give him a shot tonight. Ned’s been great. That’s 
not really the issue. He’s played a lot of games and we’re going to need 
everyone as fresh as possible to get a victory. Change it up a little bit.” 

“Change it up” was the primary reason for the goalie swap, with the 
Hurricanes facing a 2-0 deficit in the series after losing both games at 
home. 

Brind’Amour said it had more to do with Nedeljkovic needing a mental 
break; it’s not because of Mrazek’s history in these specific 
circumstances. Mrazek, in his career, is 3-11-3 against the Lightning and 
2-5 on the road in the playoffs in three seasons with the Hurricanes, not 
counting an 0-2 record in “road” games in the Toronto bubble last 
summer. 

But the Hurricanes have reached what-do-we-have-to-lose status in this 
series, and with injuries starting to wreak havoc with their forward group, 
a goalie switch was one of the few levers Brind’Amour has left to pull. 

“We’ve got three capable goaltenders and three goalies who we all trust,” 
Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. “It doesn’t change our 
mindset going into game. We’ve all talked about puckhandling Ned 
brings, so maybe as defensemen we need to get back for Petr a little bit 
quicker but it doesn’t change the confidence we have going into this 
game and what we have to do as 18 skaters in front of the net.” 

Brind’Amour made one other big change: The Andrei Svechnikov-
Sebastian Aho-Teuvo Teravainen “TSA” line was reunited for Game 3. 

FIRST CANES CALDER FINALIST SINCE 2011 

As for Nedeljkovic, he’s the Hurricanes’ first Calder finalist since Jeff 
Skinner won the trophy in 2011 and third in franchise history, joining 
Pierre Turgeon in 1983. Minnesota Wild forward Kirill Kaprizov is 
expected to win the Calder in a landslide. 

“We wouldn’t be where we are right now without him,” Slavin said. “From 
that standpoint, we’re thrilled for him. He’s earned it. He earned it in the 
AHL for a while and earned his chance this year with us and took full 
advantage of it.” 

Added Brind’Amour: “There’s a couple other guys I’d like to see 
recognized for their work this year as well.” 

INJURED VINCENT TROCHECK ‘DOUBTFUL’ FOR GAME 3 

Vincent Trocheck made the trip to Tampa with the team and will attempt 
to play Thursday night but remains “doubtful,” Brind’Amour said, after his 
scary leg-to-leg collision with teammate Warren Foegele on Tuesday. 

“He’s going to try and we’ll just see,” Brind’Amour said. 

Nino Niederreiter remains out, while Morgan Geekie would replace 
Trocheck if he’s unable to play. 

In their absence Thursday morning, the TSA line was back together while 
Jordan Staal centered Foegele and Martin Necas, Jordan Martinook 
centered Brock McGinn and Jesper Fast and Steven Lorentz centered 
Geekie and Cedric Paquette. 

Geekie appeared in eight playoff games last summer but this would be 
his 2021 postseason debut. Max McCormick was also on the ice 
Thursday morning. 

HURRICANES AT LIGHTNING 

When: 8 p.m., Thursday 

Where: Amalie Arena, Tampa, Fla. 

USA 
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The Hurricanes won the last time they were in Tampa. Why not again? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

It’s worth noting the Carolina Hurricanes won the last time they played at 
Tampa Bay’s Amalie Arena. 

Goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic was in net for the Canes, making 26 saves 
against the Lightning. 

Jordan Staal scored what would be the game-winning goal in the 4-1 
victory. 

Steven Lorentz also scored as Morgan Geekie and Cedric Paquette had 
the assists, the Canes’ fourth line contributing. 

That should be in the Canes’ collective memory bank when Game 3 of 
their second-round playoff series is played Thursday night. The Canes 
beat the Lightning and goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy, at their place, on April 
20. 

At this point, trailing 2-0 in the playoff series after two close home-ice 
losses, the Canes need to draw on all the positives they can. It’s a tough 
predicament and maybe insurmountable, but the Canes aren’t backing 
away from the challenge against last year’s Stanley Cup champion. 

“We’ve got to stick to our game plan,” Nedeljkovic said Wednesday. “We 
can’t deviate. We know what works best for us and what made us 
successful and there’s no need to change that right now. 

“We’ve played two pretty good games so far. We haven’t really gotten the 
bounces that maybe we’d get normally. But that’s how it goes. 
Sometimes, you get those bounces and sometimes you don’t. We just 
have to stick with what works for us and hopefully sooner than later we 
get a bounce and that jumpstarts us and we take it from there.” 

In their last game in Tampa, the Canes’ Nino Niederreiter had a goal and 
assist and was named the game’s first star. Center Vincent Trocheck set 
up Niederreiter for his score with a nice backhand pass into the slot in the 
second period for a 1-0 lead -- yes, the Canes scored first that game and 
never lost the lead. 

GOALIE ALEX NEDELJKOVIC SAYS HE ‘DROPPED THE BALL’ IN 
GAME 1 

Ah, the rub. Neither may be in the lineup Thursday. 

Niederreiter, who has an upper-body injury, has not played in the series 
and won’t be with the Canes on the trip, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said Wednesday. Trocheck, who appeared to injure a leg in Game 2, was 
still being evaluated and his status remains unknown, Brind’Amour 
indicated. 

Geekie, who has not been used in the playoffs, might draw back into the 
lineup. Paquette has played the past two games with Niederreiter out. 

The Canes and Lightning were tied 1-1 in the third period of Game 1 
when Tampa Bay’s Barclay Goodrow got off a tight-angle shot that got 
through Nedeljkovic at the short-side post. It was the kind of goal that 
sucked the air out of PNC Arena and the deciding goal in Tampa Bay’s 2-
1 victory. 

Nedeljkovic, to his credit, does not try to hide from giving up the bad goal. 

“Personally, I kind of dropped the ball in that first game there,” 
Nedeljkovic said. “One mistake. We might have been playing five 
overtimes if I don’t have that little blunder there. But it is what it is and 
you’ve got to move on.” 

Nedeljkovic said the Canes did not give the Lightning much in Game 2, 
limiting Tampa Bay to 15 shots and only a few chances on the rush. 
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“They honestly didn’t get a lot of great looks and it’s a little frustrating 
when you hold them to 15 shots and you give up two (goals),” he said. 
“Eventually we’re going to get a bounce here, hopefully, and that can 
kind of open the floodgates for us and we can get going and play with a 
little more confidence maybe.” 

CAN THE CANES WIN ON THE ROAD? 

It should be noted the Hurricanes were beginning a four-game road trip in 
Florida in April and were beaten by Tampa Bay 3-2 in overtime in the first 
game. The next night, Nedeljkovic and the Canes responded with their 4-
1 win, then twice beat the Florida Panthers. 

Brind’Amour said he expected a similar, strong response Thursday. 

“It’s the group, the character in the group,” he said. “Nobody knows the 
outcome, knows how the bounces are going to go or all that stuff, but I 
know how our guys are going to come to play. They’re going to give 
everything they can. 

“Why do I say that? Just watch us all year. That’s why.” 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

Game 3, Stanley Cup playoff series 

When: Thursday, 8 p.m. 

Where: Amalie Arena, Tampa. 

WATCH: USA 
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Lightning-Hurricanes Game 3 report card: Leaving their marks 

Stars Sebastian Aho of Carolina and Nikita Kucherov of Tampa Bay were 
front and center as the Hurricanes picked up their first win of the series. 

 

By Frank Pastor 

 

The Lightning’s Nikita Kucherov and Hurricanes’ Sebastian Aho are two 
of the most dynamic players in the NHL, singular talents with the skill to 
take over a game or a series at any time. 

But with both teams playing tight-checking games, Kucherov and Aho 
found little space to maneuver or create offense in the first two games of 
the second-round series. 

That changed in Game 3, as the two stars left their marks on the series, 
for good and bad. 

They were involved — literally — from the start, coming together during a 
first-period scrum in front of the Tampa Bay net. Kucherov got an arm 
around Aho’s neck, pulling him away from Brayden Point, and the two 
jawed as they skated into the end boards. 

They also made uncharacteristic appearances on the penalty sheet, 
Kucherov for interfering with Brett Pesce in the first period and holding 
Martin Necas’ stick in overtime, Aho for cross-checking Ondrej Palat in 
the second. 

There were plenty of offensive highlights, too. 

An overtime goal by Hurricanes Jordan Staal pushes the Tampa Bay 
Lightning to focus on a win for Game 4 Saturday. Tampa leads the series 
2-1. 

Aho picked up a secondary assist on Pesce’s opening goal in the second 
period, then gave the Hurricanes a 2-0 lead by putting the puck between 

Andrei Vasilevskiy’s skates on a breakaway, getting behind Kucherov 
after being sprung on a stretch pass. 

Not to be outdone, Kucherov set up both of the Lightning’s power-play 
goals as they rallied from a two-goal deficit to tie the game before the 
period was over. 

The plays were classic Kucherov. On the first, Victor Hedman kept the 
puck in the offensive zone and got it to Brayden Point, who left it for 
Kucherov in the right circle. Kucherov passed across the ice to Steven 
Stamkos, who returned the pass, and Kucherov set up Point in front of 
the net. 

Later in the period, Kucherov skated with speed into the Carolina zone, 
put a shot on net, then retrieved his own rebound and one-timed a pass 
into the slot for Alex Killorn, who whipped a shot past Petr Mrazek. 

It was only fitting that the two players figured into the deciding goal, 
Kucherov’s penalty creating the opportunity for Aho’s game-winning 
assist and third point of the game, a shot from inside the left circle that 
went off Jordan Staal into the net. 

With stars such as Connor McDavid, Sidney Crosby, Alex Ovechkin and 
Auston Matthews already eliminated from the playoffs, it was fun to see 
Aho and Kucherov as involved as they were, even if it wasn’t always for 
the right reasons. 

Grades: A for Aho, C for Kucherov 

Here’s how we ranked the rest of the Lightning’s performance in their 3-2 
loss in Game 3: 

Bursting the dam 

After the Lightning and Hurricanes combined for just six goals in the first 
two games and failed to find the back of the net in the first period, the 
teams erupted for three goals in a three-minute, 42-second stretch of a 
four-goal second. 

Pesce gave Carolina its first lead of the series and scored the first 5-on-5 
goal on Vasilevskiy in 228:20 (dating to Game 5 of the first round) from 
just above the right circle 5:15 into the period. Less than 2 1/2 minutes 
later, Aho scored after Jaccob Slavin hit him with a stretch pass from the 
Hurricanes’ zone. 

But Aho quickly went from hero to goat (before later returning to hero), as 
he was penalized just 21 seconds later for cross-checking Palat in front 
of the Tampa Bay net. Less than a minute after that, Point scored on the 
power play to cut Carolina’s lead in half. 

It was the most exhilarating four minutes of a series that has often lacked 
excitement. 

Grade: A 

Back in business 

So, that Lightning power play that seemingly couldn’t get set up in the 
Hurricanes zone, let alone get a shot on net in the first two games? 

Fuhgettaboutit. 

After going 1 for 5 and managing a grand total of one shot on goal in the 
first two games, Tampa Bay scored on two of its three chances with the 
man advantage in Game 3. With plenty of time to spare. 

Point’s goal came 56 seconds after Aho’s penalty, and Killorn scored the 
tying goal just 26 seconds after Brady Skjei went off for cross-checking 
Blake Coleman. 

Even on the unsuccessful chance that started late in the third period and 
carried into overtime, Tampa Bay created three quality chances — a 
backhander from Point and wrist shots from Kucherov and Killorn — 
before Stamkos fired wide of the net shortly after the penalty expired. 

The Lightning had good entries, were crisp with their passes and made 
good reads. They finished with seven power-play shots and won four of 
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five faceoffs with the man advantage, significant improvements over the 
first two games. 

Grade: A-minus 

Holding their own 

The Lightning penalty kill completely shut down the Hurricanes on a first-
period power play and nearly escaped a second shorthanded situation 
before allowing the winning goal in overtime. 

After Kucherov was penalized for interfering with Pesce, Dougie Hamilton 
shot wide of the net and Hedman cleared the puck out of the Tampa Bay 
zone. Erik Cernak cleared the puck, then ran into Warren Foegele before 
the Lightning again sent the puck out of the zone. 

Blake Coleman forced a turnover in the neutral zone and got the puck 
deep into the Carolina zone. And by the time Hedman hammered the 
puck around the boards from behind the Tampa Bay net, sending it to the 
other end of the ice, time had expired in the penalty. 

In overtime, the Lightning were about 20 seconds from killing off 
Kucherov’s second penalty, as Cernak blocked a Teuvo Teravainen shot 
and cleared the zone, and Anthony Cirelli had a shorthanded scoring 
opportunity deflect off Hamilton, before Staal netted the game-winner on 
a deflection. 

The penalty-killers deserved better. 

Grade: B 
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If the Lightning come up short this postseason, it will be self-inflicted 

John Romano | Penalties were a problem for Tampa Bay in the regular 
season, and now they’ve shown up in the playoffs. 

 

By John Romano 

 

TAMPA — Everyone in the arena seemed to be moving at once. The 
Hurricanes were swirling around each other in celebration, Lightning 
players were leaving the bench and the ice, and thousands of fans were 
looking for the nearest exit. 

The only man who didn’t seem to be in a hurry was the one who set it all 
in motion. Nikita Kucherov waited a few moments before leaving his seat 
in the penalty box, and then stopped briefly again to have words with the 
game officials. 

Carolina beat Tampa Bay 3-2 in overtime in Game 3 on Thursday night 
with a power-play goal courtesy of a Kucherov penalty for grabbing hold 
of an opponent’s stick. And now that the loss was in the books, the series 
was back up for grabs and Kucherov was making the loneliest skate 
across the ice imaginable, you realized there was a lesson here in his 
late-night gaffe: 

The only way the Lightning will fall short this postseason is if they beat 
themselves. 

An overtime goal by Hurricanes Jordan Staal pushes the Tampa Bay 
Lightning to focus on a win for Game 4 Saturday. Tampa leads the series 
2-1. 

Oh, that doesn’t mean Tampa Bay won’t be outplayed by some team in 
some future game. Perhaps even by Carolina in Game 4 on Saturday. 
But, after watching their skill and their commitment through the first nine 
games of this postseason, it feels like the only way the Lightning will fail 
to advance is if their wounds are self-inflicted. 

That should be the takeaway from Thursday’s disappointment. The 
Lightning played a splendid hockey game and should have walked out of 
Amalie Arena with a 3-0 lead in the series if not for a needless mistake at 
the wrong time. 

And don’t blame the officials. Maybe the penalty was insignificant as 
these things go, but it was clear that Kucherov held on to the stick of 
Martin Necas after they were fighting for possession in a corner by the 
Carolina net. 

There is a school of thought that the final minutes of games should not 
be decided by referees, but failing to call a penalty can be just as 
egregious as blowing a whistle. 

“When you get up in the morning and you look at the box score and 
(look) under penalties, whatever is listed there is a penalty,” Lightning 
coach Jon Cooper said. “It’s what the refs call on the ice, and you can 
disagree with them or agree with them, whatever you like. In the record 
books, all these penalties today are penalties. 

“To answer your question about (if) the threshold (should be higher), no I 
think the playoffs are a different beast, but I don’t think it should change 
just because the game gets to overtime. If it’s a penalty, it’s a penalty. 
The big thing is, was it actually a penalty? You want consistency from the 
refs, and we were getting it. So I’ve got no complaints.” 

This isn’t the first time we’ve seen this issue with the Lightning. In the two 
games they lost to Florida in the first round, the Lightning were called for 
a combined nine penalties and gave up three power play goals. In the 
regular season, they served an NHL-high 597 penalty minutes. 

It had not been an issue in the first two games of the Carolina series, but 
Kucherov was called for two penalties in Game 3 and both seemed to be 
borne more of frustration than anything else. Is it worth pointing fingers in 
Kucherov’s direction? Not really. The Lightning aren’t even in position to 
win the game if not for Kucherov’s precision passes on both of Tampa 
Bay’s goals on Thursday night. 

And if it’s any consolation, the Lightning had a power play in the final 
minute of regulation and the first minute of overtime and failed to score. 

“The refs call what they think is a penalty, and we have to live with that 
and fight through it,” said defenseman Victor Hedman. “They capitalized 
on theirs, and we did not. At the end of the day, it’s a hockey game and 
the referees are not out there to get anyone. They’re out there to do their 
job. We’re not going to look for excuses. We liked our game today, and 
we look forward to the next one.” 

Sometimes, a team deserves to lose because it was simply outplayed. 
Sometimes, a team deserves to lose because it’s just not good enough. 

You could argue whether we’ve seen that happen yet in Tampa Bay this 
postseason. The Lightning are clearly capable of losing, but usually 
they’re in greater danger of beating themselves. 
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Hurricanes hold off Lightning in overtime to get back into series 

Tampa Bay rallies from two goals down, but Jordan Staal nets the winner 
for Carolina six minutes into OT. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal’s overtime goal Thursday 
night not only silenced the largest crowd to watch a game at Amalie 
Arena in more than 15 months, it also pumped life into his team. 
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The Lightning may have played their best game of the second-round 
playoff series against the Hurricanes — they controlled the puck, 
manufactured scoring chances and revived their power play — but Game 
3 ended with a 3-2 loss in front of an announced crowd of 13,544. 

The Lightning could have put the Hurricanes’ season on the ropes with a 
win. Instead, Carolina got its first victory of the series, cutting its deficit to 
2-1. 

“I think our team has gotten better every single game, and that’s what 
I’ve liked,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “We’ve just got to keep 
going. You can hang your head on these (kinds of losses). You’ve just 
got to turn the page and go to the next one.  

“The playoffs are a big damn roller coaster, and you can’t get too excited 
when you’re high, can’t get too low when it’s low, and you’ve just got to 
keep trusting in your process.” 

Lightning defenseman Mikhail Sergachev skates past the celebrating 
Hurricanes players moments after Carolina scored the winning goal in 
overtime. 

Staal’s goal came on a power play 5:57 into overtime after Nikita 
Kucherov was called for a holding-the-stick penalty. Forward Martin 
Necas flicked a pass from the boards between a triangle of Lightning 
defenders to forward Sebastian Aho, whose one-timer from the left circle 
was deflected by Staal past Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

The shape of Round 2 now takes a much different turn. It puts more 
importance on a win for the Lightning in Saturday’s Game 4 at Amalie 
Arena to prevent sending the series back to Raleigh, N.C., tied. 

The Lightning faced the same scenario in the first round, taking a 2-0 
series lead on the Panthers before dropping Game 3 at home in 
overtime, but they won the next two to advance. 

“We’ve been in spots like this before,” said center Brayden Point, who 
scored the Lightning’s first of two power-play goals and also assisted on 
the other. “I think it might be different if we felt like we didn’t play a good 
game and they won. But I think for the most part, we’re pretty happy with 
the way we played. 

“Obviously there’s things you can clean up, things you can watch and 
hopefully do better next time, but for the most part, I liked our game. Give 
Carolina credit; they played hard as well.” 

The Lightning’s power play, which had just one shot on goal in the first 
two games of the series, re-emerged with two big second-period goals to 
tie the score after falling behind 2-0. 

Alex Killorn’s sixth postseason goal tied it at 2 with 3:42 left in the second 
period and was made possible by Kucherov’s relentlessness in front of 
the net. 

Kucherov swept in and put a shot on net that Carolina goaltender Petr 
Mrazek stopped, but Kucherov corralled the rebound to the left of the net 
and sent a pass to Killorn in the high slot that he buried in the back. 

The Lightning cut the Carolina lead to one on Point’s power-play goal 
8:57 into the second period. 

Point’s score was surgical, with Steven Stamkos drawing attention at the 
left circle, then sending a cross-ice pass to Kucherov at the right circle. 
Kucherov quickly sent a tough pass as Point approached the net, and 
Point buried a one-timer past Mrazek, who started his first postseason 
game this year. 

“We got set up, and we put together some passing plays and were able 
to find some soft spots,” defenseman Victor Hedman said of the power 
play. “That’s what was clicking for us (Thursday), and it was a huge 
momentum shift for us in the game being down 2-0.” 

Carolina scored two goals in 2:25 in the second period, by defenseman 
Brett Pesce and Aho. 

In overtime, the Lightning had their opportunities, especially given that 
they were on a power play for the first 53 seconds after Carolina 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton was called for tripping late in regulation. 
The Lightning had four of their five overtime shots on goal in the first 
1:25. 

“You want to see growth in your team,” Cooper said. “We played well. 
We didn’t win, but a lot of good things happened, we got our chances, we 
can’t complain. 

“It’s what makes best-of-seven series fun. They rarely are sweeps. … 
And we did pretty much everything we wanted to do except for getting 
one more goal than them.” 

Hurricanes 0-2-0-1—3 

Lightning 0-2-0-0—2 

First Period—None. Penalties—Kucherov, TB (Interference), 17:11. 

Second Period—1, Carolina, Pesce 2 (Svechnikov, Aho), 5:15. 2, 
Carolina, Aho 6 (Slavin, Teravainen), 7:40. 3, Tampa Bay, Point 6 
(Stamkos, Kucherov), 8:57 (pp). 4, Tampa Bay, Killorn 6 (Point, 
Kucherov), 16:18 (pp). Penalties—Aho, CAR (Cross Checking), 8:01; 
Skjei, CAR (Hooking), 15:52. 

Third Period—None. Penalties—Hamilton, CAR (Tripping), 18:52. 

Overtime—5, Carolina, Staal 5 (Teravainen, Aho), 5:57 (pp). Penalties—
Kucherov, TB (Holding Stick), 4:16. 

Shots on Goal—Carolina 9-9-5-4_27. Tampa Bay 10-13-9-5_37. 

Power-play opportunities—Carolina 1 of 2; Tampa Bay 2 of 3. 

Goalies—Carolina, Mrazek 1-0-0 (37 shots-35 saves). Tampa Bay, 
Vasilevskiy 6-3-0 (27-24). 

A—13,544 (19,092). T—2:55. 

Referees—Gord Dwyer, Dan O’Rourke. 

Linesmen—Michel Cormier, Jonny Murray. 
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Second round: Lightning-Hurricanes Game 3 live updates 

Jordan Staal scores in overtime, and Carolina wins 3-2 to pick up its first 
victory of the series. 

 

By Frank Pastor 

 

Jordan Staal scored a power-play goal six minutes into overtime, and the 
Hurricanes beat the Lightning 3-2 in Game 3 of their second-round 
playoff series at Amalie Arena in Tampa. 

It was the first victory of the best-of-seven series for Carolina, which trails 
Tampa Bay two games to one. 

Brayden Point and Alex Killorn scored on the power play as Tampa Bay 
rallied from a two-goal, second-period deficit to tie the game at 2. 

Brett Pesce and Aho scored earlier in the period to give Carolina a 2-0 
lead. The teams combined for the first three goals in a 3:42 stretch. 

The Hurricanes made a change at goaltender, with veteran Petr Mrazek 
replacing rookie Alex Nedeljkovic, who started the first two games. 
Injured Vincent Trocheck also was out of the Hurricanes’ lineup. 

Here’s how it happened: 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 4, 2021 

 

Overtime 

Lightning left wing Ondrej Palat (18) controls the puck against the 
Carolina Hurricanes during the third period. 

The Lightning will have 53 seconds remaining on the power play to start 
the period 

Mrazek saves a Point backhader 

Mrazek stops a Kucherov wrist shot 

Mrazek saves a Killorn wrist shot 

Hurricanes kill the penalty 

Stamkos misses wide on a one-timer from the left circle 

Mrazek saves Point chance from in front 

Kucherov shot from left circle hits the outside of the post 

Kucherov penalized for holding the stick 

Lightning get a block from Cernak of a Teravainen shot and clear the 
zone 

Cirelli shorthanded chance deflects off Hamilton 

HURRICANES WIN: A Sebastian Aho shot from the left circle goes off 
Jordan Staal on the power play, and Carolina wins. 

 GOAL: #LetsGoCanes' Aho scores for the 3-2 win 6 minutes into OT 
on the power-play. #GoBolts lead the series, 2-1, with Game 4 on 
Saturday pic.twitter.com/cIBplJoPJw 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 4, 2021 

Third period 

Lightning center Anthony Cirelli (71) battles Carolina Hurricanes left wing 
Jordan Martinook (48) in front of goaltender Petr Mrazek (34) during the 
first period. 

Carolina down to 11 forwards as Foegele returns to the dressing room 
and is ruled out for the remainder of the game 

Mrazek saves Coleman shot from between the circles after a give-and-go 
with Gourde 

 SAVE: #LetsGoCanes' Mrazek with a huge save on #GoBolts' 
Coleman pic.twitter.com/fRtYFHKXWt 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 4, 2021 

Mrazek makes a skate save after Palat flings the puck to the net 

Cirelli knocked down by Hamilton while carrying the puck in the Carolina 
zone 

Puck goes off the toe of Aho’s stick after a pass into the slot from 
Teravainen 

Cirelli blocks Pesce shot from the point 

Mrazek swallows up Gourde shot from the high slot 

Vasilevskiy stops Jordan Staal, who got in all alone on the Lightning 
goaltender 

Aho nearly gets free in the Lightning zone, but Teravainen’s pass is too 
far ahead of him 

Lightning go on the power play with 1:08 remaining as Killorn gets inside 
position on Hamilton and draws a tripping penalty 

Staal carries the puck into the Lightning zone and nearly creates a 
scoring opportunity 

Mrazek makes two big saves in the closing seconds, first on a quick 
Kucherov shot from the right circle, then a blast from Stamkos from the 
left circle 

(Lightning and Hurricanes tied at 2 after regulation) 

Second period 

The opening faceoff between Lightning center Yanni Gourde (37) and 
Carolina Hurricanes center Jordan Staal (11). 

Vasilevskiy makes three quick saves to start the period, including a 
wraparound attempt from Foegele 

Svechnikov shot blocked by Ryan McDonagh 

Svechnikov shot from the right circle ricochets off Vasilevskiy 

McDonagh blocks another shot and the Lightning exit their zone 

Brett Pesce, who went to the Carolina dressing room late in the first 
period, is back on the ice 

Jan Rutta misses wide on a blast from the right circle 

Gourde steals puck from Foegele in the Lightning zone 

Teravainen blocks shot from the slot from Goodrow 

HURRICANES SCORE: Carolina takes first lead of the series on Brett 
Pesce shot from above the right circle over top of Ondrej Palat. It’s the 
first even-strength goal allowed by Vasilevskiy since Game 5 of the first 
round. Hurricanes 1, Lightning 0. 

 GOAL: #LetsGoCanes get on the board with 14:45 remaining in the 
second period. Pesce shoots past #GoBolts' Vasilevskiy on the rush for 
the 1-0 lead in Game 3. First lead of the series for CAR. 
pic.twitter.com/StHO0Ri0k2 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 4, 2021 

HURRICANES GOAL: Aho scores on a breakaway. Jaccob Slavin 
sprung Aho with a stretch pass from the Carolina zone that appeared to 
go through Teuvo Teravainen’s skates at center ice. Aho got behind 
Nikita Kucherov and beat Vasilevskiy between the legs. Hurricanes 2, 
Lightning 0. 

 GOAL: #LetsGoCanes' Aho extends CAR's lead to 2-0 vs. #GoBolts 
with 12:20 remaining in the second period. #TBLightning's Kucherov lets 
Aho slip by with a long pass through the neutral zone. 
pic.twitter.com/fgtJxcq3oX 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 4, 2021 

Aho penalized for cross-checking Ondrej Palat in front of the Carolina net 

 PENALTY: #LetsGoCanes' Aho heads to the box for cross-checking 
on #GoBolts' Palat. 11:59 remains in the period. First #TBLightning 
power-play of the game. pic.twitter.com/q29OeXOy6V 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 4, 2021 

LIGHTNING GOAL! Brayden Point scores on the power play. Hedman 
keeps the puck in the zone and gets it to Point, who gives it to Kucherov. 
Kucherov passes across the ice to Stamkos, who returns the pass, and 
Kucherov sets up Point in front of the net. Hurricanes 2, Lightning 1. 

 GOAL: #GoBolts get on the board with the power-play. #TBLightning's 
Kucherov finds Point to cut #LetsGoCanes lead to 2-1 with 11:03 
remaining. Point's sixth goal of the playoffs. pic.twitter.com/ig8xNecjOA 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 4, 2021 

Vasilevskiy stops Geekie from in front. 

Goodrow in apparent pain on the bench after blocking a shot 
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The Lightning go back on the power play, as Brady Skjei is penalized for 
hooking Blake Coleman with 4:08 to play in the period 

LIGHTNING SCORE! Alex Killorn scores from in front 25 seconds into 
the power play after a feed from Kucherov, who retrieved his own 
rebound. Lightning 2, Hurricanes 2. 

 GOAL: #GoBolts' Killorn ties it up at 2-all with #LetsGoCanes on the 
power-play. #TBLightning's Kucherov with the assist, of course. 
pic.twitter.com/wcTuWGscMA 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 4, 2021 

Foegele heads to the locker room after a high hit from Cernak in the 
neutral zone 

(Lightning and Hurricanes are tied 2-2 after two periods) 

First period 

The scene before the doors open to fans as the Lightning prepare to take 
on the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 3 at Amalie Arena. 

The scene before the doors open to fans as the Lightning prepare to take 
on the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 3 at Amalie Arena. [ DIRK SHADD | 
Times ] 

Erik Cernak knocks down Brady Skjei behind the Lightning net 

Warren Foegele on backcheck stops a potential breakaway 

Morgan Geekie tip-in saved by Vasilevskiy 

Vasilevskiy stops backhand attempt from Steven Lorentz 

 SAVE: #GoBolts' Vasilevskiy with a pair of saves on #LetsGoCanes 
shots early in the first pic.twitter.com/SymKDSW64b 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 4, 2021 

Victor Hedman steals the puck in the Carolina zone and shoots from the 
left circle. Mrazek makes the save 

 SAVE: #LetsGoCanes' Mrazek with the save on #GoBolts Hedman. It 
was Mrazek's first save of the game on #TBLightning's first shot. 
pic.twitter.com/iZMmmJsFj2 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 4, 2021 

Mikhail Sergachev blocks Geekie shot from high in the right circle after a 
turnover by Luke Schenn 

Yanni Gourde wrist shot saved by Mrazek 

Mrazek stops a trailing Hedman from the left circle on a 3-on-2 

 SAVE: #LetsGoCanes' Mrazek with another good save on #GoBolts' 
Hedman, who was fed trailing behind #TBLightning's Goodrow 
pic.twitter.com/16isdWMzHK 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 4, 2021 

Hakanpaa misses wide of the net 

Mrazek stops backhand shot by Brayden Point 

Sergachev shot blocked by Jesper Fast 

Mrazek stops wraparound chance from Anthony Cirelli, and Steven 
Stamkos can’t get to the rebound 

 SAVE: #LetsGoCanes' Mrazek with the save on #GoBolts' Cirelli, who 
went for the wraparound. pic.twitter.com/vGbD33Pq9e 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 4, 2021 

Cirelli goes hard to the net and Stamkos has a chance from the low slot 
by Mrazek makes the save 

After Vasilevskiy saves Andrei Svechnikov shot from the right circle, 
Dougie Hamilton shoots wide from the point, and Sebastian Aho misses 
high 

Jaccob Slavin breaks up Pat Maroon pass for Ross Colton, who was 
cutting to the slot 

Stamkos shot hits the outside of the net 

 SHOT: #GoBolts' Stamkos one-times it from 'his office' but the shot 
goes wide of #LetsGoCanes' Mrazek pic.twitter.com/Z4cemSMs48 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 4, 2021 

Mrazek makes kick save on Hedman blast 

Vasilevskiy stops backhand shot from Brock McGinn 

Palat jams the puck wide on rebound of a Sergachev shot 

‼CLOSE: #GoBolts' Sergachev and #TBLightning's Palat nearly slip a 
loose puck past #LetsGoCanes' Mrazek but the CAR goaltender makes 
the save pic.twitter.com/mrckGrLiE4 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 4, 2021 

Teravainen shot deflected by Hedman 

Jake Bean wrist shot saved by Vasilevskiy, who also handles Aho’s 
rebound attempt 

Vasilevskiy deflects chance from Martin Necas from the crease 

Vasilevskiy gloves shot from Teravainen from low in the right circle after 
a nice feed from Aho from below the goal line 

Mrazek saves shot from Kucherov from low in the right circle 

Kucherov penalized for interference after hitting Brett Pesce from behind 
and Carolina goes on the power play with 2:49 left in the period 

 PENALTY: #GoBolts' Kucherov with an open-ice hit on 
#LetsGoCanes' Pesce. He'll get called for interference. #TBLightning on 
the penalty kill with 2:49 to go in the first. pic.twitter.com/64MsfPs30R 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 4, 2021 

Hamilton shot misses wide 

Hedman clears the puck 

Cernak clears the puck 

Cernak runs into Warren Foegele 

Lightning again clear the puck 

Blake Coleman forces a turnover and sends the puck back into the 
Carolina zone 

Hedman with a hard around sends the puck back out of the Lightning 
zone and kills the penalty 

(No scoring after one period) 

Your pregame scouting report 

If it wasn’t clear before, it should be patently obvious now: The Lightning 
have a significant advantage over their opponents in goal, and it’s one of 
the biggest reasons they appear to be well on their way to defending their 
Stanley Cup championship. 

While four-time Vezina Trophy finalist Andrei Vasilevskiy has won six of 
his eight starts this postseason, opponents have tried five different 
players in goal in a frantic search for an answer that just isn’t there. Only 
one goalie can be the best in the world, and he plays in Tampa Bay. 

The Hurricanes announced Thursday that Petr Mrazek will replace 
Calder Trophy finalist Alex Nedeljkovic for Game 3 of their second-round 
series tonight at Amalie Arena in Tampa. This, after the Panthers played 
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three different goaltenders — Sergei Bobrovsky, Chris Driedger and 
rookie Spencer Knight — in the first round, where it fell in six games. 

Juggling goaltenders in the postseason is seldom a recipe for success. 
You’ve heard the maxim in football: If you have two starting 
quarterbacks, you really have none. It’s the same with goaltenders. 

A change in net in the middle of a series is usually a sign of desperation, 
and this is no exception. Despite outshooting the Lightning 70-45 in the 
first two games and mostly keeping Tampa Bay’s potent power play in 
check, the Hurricanes find themselves two losses from elimination and in 
serious need of a spark. 

Forward Vincent Trocheck is doubtful, according to Carolina coach Rod 
Brind-Amour. Trocheck collided with teammate Warren Foegele in Game 
2 and didn’t return. Without Trocheck and forward Nino Niederreiter, the 
Hurricanes would be without two players who combined to score 37 
regular-season goals. 

Not good for a team that has managed to put just two pucks behind 
Vasilevskiy in two games. 

Will Mrazek give them what they need to get back into the series? 

We’ll find out tonight, starting at 8 p.m., as the Lightning hope to move to 
within one win of advancing to the Stanley Cup semifinals — and push 
the Hurricanes to the brink of elimination. 

Setting the scene 

Fans rush out of the rain into Amalie Arena before the start of Game 3. 

Game 3 ~vibes~ pic.twitter.com/nPDzfZmAv8 

— Sports by Tampa Bay Times (@TBTimes_Sports) June 3, 2021 

#TBLightning Game 3 pregame forward lines and D-pairings: 

Palat-Point-Kucherov 

Killorn-Cirelli-Stamkos 

Coleman-Gourde-Goodrow 

Maroon-Johnson-Colton 

Hedman-Rutta 

McDonagh-Cernak 

Sergachev-Schenn#GoBolts #LetsGoCanes #HockeyTwitter 
#StanleyCup 

— Eduardo A. Encina (@EddieInTheYard) June 3, 2021 

The #TBLightning take the ice for pregame warmups before Game 3 vs 
Carolina.#gobolts #letsgocanes #hockeytwitter 
pic.twitter.com/ZPlnfWXhVp 

— Eduardo A. Encina (@EddieInTheYard) June 3, 2021 

Heading into tonight’s Game 3 at Amalie Arena, there will be no change 
in the #TBLightning’s mask policy for now. The #NHL lifted the league’s 
mask policy for second- round games, but left it up the the individual 
teams to keep their own. #GoBolts #LetsGoCanes #HockeyTwitter 

— Eduardo A. Encina (@EddieInTheYard) June 3, 2021 

Some added curtains on both sides of the #TBLightning video board 
inside Amalie Arena for Round 2 of #GoBolts-#LetsGoCanes. 
Essentially, they’re acting as an extended screen 
pic.twitter.com/18LrVoIiuW 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) June 3, 2021 
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Lightning face yet another goalie; Carolina switches to Petr Mrazek 

Tampa Bay will see its fifth goaltender this postseason as the Hurricanes 
try to climb out of a 2-0 series hole tonight. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — The Lightning averaged four goals a game in their first-round 
playoff series win over the Panthers, going through three different Florida 
goaltenders in the process. 

It looks like it won’t take that kind of offensive production to prompt a 
change in net from the Hurricanes. 

Carolina will start veteran Petr Mrazek in goal for Game 3 tonight at 
Amalie Arena, sitting rookie and Calder Trophy finalist Alex Nedeljkovic. 

Mrazek was in the starter’s net for morning skate and the switch was 
confirmed by Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour, who said the change had 
less to do with performance and more about keeping Nedeljkovic fresh. 

“Petr has obviously been ready for a while and we’ll give him a shot 
tonight,” Brind’Amour said. “Ned’s been great; that’s not really the issue. I 
think he’s played a lot of games, and we’re going to need everyone as 
fresh as possible to get a victory and so we’ll change up a little bit. … It’s 
just more giving (Nedeljkovic) a mental break. Physically, he has a lot of 
workload on him.” 

Nedeljkovic allowed two goals in each of the first two games of the 
second-round series, which Tampa Bay leads 2-0. 

Mrazek played in 12 games in the regular season, going 6-2-3 with three 
shutouts. He’s 1-0-1 with a .945 save percentage in two regular-season 
starts against the Lightning, which includes a 1-0 overtime shutout win 
over Tampa Bay on Jan. 28 in Raleigh. Mrazek made 32 saves in that 
game. 

“We’ve got three capable goaltenders and three goalies who we all trust 
and it doesn’t change our mindset going into the game,” Carolina 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. “We’ve all talked about the puck 
handling that Ned brings and so just as defensemen maybe we just need 
to make sure we’re getting back for Petr a little bit quicker. But it doesn’t 
change the confidence that we have going into this game and what we 
have to do as a group of 18 skaters in front of the net.” 

In the Lightning’s six-game series win over the Panthers, they saw Sergei 
Bobrovsky, Chris Driedger and rookie Spencer Knight in net. Knight 
sparked the Panthers to a 4-1 win in Sunrise in Game 5, but the 
Lightning beat Knight two days later with a 4-0 series-sealing Game 6 
win at home. 

Quick hits 

Brind’Amour said that forward Vincent Trocheck will be a game-time 
decision. Trocheck collided with teammate Warren Foegele in Game 2 
and didn’t return. Without Trocheck and forward Nino Niederreiter, 
Carolina would be without two players who scored 37 regular-season 
goals. … Lightning coach Jon Cooper said there will be no lineup 
changes from Game 2, which means defenseman David Savard will not 
play. He missed the first two games of the series with an upper-body 
injury. 
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Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman’s postseason has been different 
but still productive 
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Hedman has 10 assists this postseason, but isn’t close to the 10 goals he 
scored in the 2020 playoffs. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — In the opening minutes of the Lightning’s 2-1 Game 2 win 
against Carolina, a loose puck came out to Victor Hedman at the left 
circle, where the Tampa Bay defenseman had plenty of space in front of 
him and Hurricanes goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic. 

It was the perfect opportunity for Hedman to jump up on a play and flick a 
quick wrister on net. But instead, Hedman took a second and sent a pass 
toward the front of the crease where Brayden Point and Nikita Kucherov 
were in traffic. It was broken up by Carolina defenseman Dougie 
Thompson. 

One season after winning the Conn Smythe Trophy during the 
Lightning’s run to the Stanley Cup, Hedman is having a much different — 
yet still productive — postseason so far offensively. 

Last postseason, Hedman had 10 goals and 12 assists in 25 games. 
Through just eight playoff games this season, he already has 10 assists 
but no goals. 

Eight of those assists have come on the power play, and Hedman has 
done a remarkable job of quarterbacking the Lightning’s top power play 
unit from the point, setting up all of his first-unit partners — Kucherov, 
Point, Steven Stamkos and Alex Killorn — with power-play goals this 
postseason. 

But Hedman has taken remarkably fewer shots in the process. Last year, 
he averaged 7.4 shot attempts in the playoffs, but is taking just 3.75 
attempts a game this postseason. 

“You’ve just got to make reads out there,” Hedman said Wednesday. 
“You’ve got to take what’s given and I think when I’m on my game, it 
feels like I’m very active all over the ice and if we get an open look, we’re 
gonna shoot the puck. But it hasn’t happened so far this postseason. 

“We’ll see in the upcoming games. You’ve got to take what’s there and 
hopefully I can get some more shots, but at the end of the day, we go out 
there to win hockey games and it doesn’t matter how it happens.” 

In the Lightning’s second-round series against Carolina, the Hurricanes 
haven’t given Tampa Bay much space to operate, and Hedman has been 
successful with redirections and rebounds from the point that have turned 
into goals. In Tuesday’s Game 2 win, Hedman’s savvy stretch pass 
sprung center Anthony Cirelli for the game-winning goal. 

But for a player who relishes jumping in on offensive plays, Hedman 
hasn’t done very much of that this offseason. He has more often stayed 
back, with the exception of the Lightning’s Game 6 series-clinching win 
over Florida, a game in which his aggressiveness offensively was 
noticeable. 

It’s well known that Hedman isn’t 100 percent physically, and while he 
hasn’t talked about it, he likely has been playing through an undisclosed 
injury he suffered on March 30 against Columbus. It’s entirely possible 
that also has been affecting him and how willing he is to jump in 
offensively. 
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‘A penalty is a penalty’: Lightning error proves costly in OT in Game 3, 
letting Hurricanes into series 

 

By Joe Smith Jun 4, 2021 

 

It was a long, lonely skate for Nikita Kucherov across the ice Thursday 
night, with the 2019 Hart Trophy winner making his way from the penalty 
box to his own bench after a 3-2 overtime loss to the Hurricanes. 

The Carolina players were in a mob near center ice, celebrating Jordan 
Staal’s winner, believing they might have pulled back into this best-of-
seven second-round series. Tampa Bay had a chance to take a 
“stranglehold” on the series, as Blake Coleman put it, and the Lightning 
certainly played well enough to win. They had their share of chances on 
their own power play in overtime, including a couple of great in-close 
looks by Brayden Point. 

“You want to go back in time and put those in,” Point said. 

Kucherov surely would have liked to have gone back and erased the 
holding-the-stick penalty he was whistled for in overtime, which led to 
Carolina’s winning goal and was crucial in the Lightning missing a 
chance to go up 3-0 in the series. Whether you thought it was a penalty 
or not, being in position to be called one 200 feet from your own net 
usually costs you. 

The Lightning look like the better team in this series. They’re more 
experienced. They’re deeper, especially with the Hurricanes losing a third 
forward Thursday in Warren Foegele (upper-body injury). They have the 
best goalie in the world, with Carolina switching to Petr Mrazek on 
Thursday. But the Lightning just can’t afford to beat themselves, because 
the Hurricanes will make them pay. 

The Lightning weren’t blaming the officiating Thursday. As Point pointed 
out, “we had our chance” in overtime. Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper was 
asked if there should be a different threshold for penalties in the playoffs. 

“I think playoffs are a different beast, but I don’t think it should change 
because the game got to OT,” Cooper said. “A penalty is a penalty. The 
big thing was, is it actually a penalty? You want consistency from the 
refs, and we were getting it. I’ve got no complaints.” 

Now, it’d be unfair to pin this loss fully on Kucherov. He’s been terrific in 
the playoffs, making a remarkable return after missing the entire regular 
season following hip surgery. He set a team record with 11 playoff points 
in the first-round series against Florida, and he has changed the 
complexion of the Lightning’s potent power play. Tampa Bay might not 
have even been in overtime had it not been for Kucherov, who had two 
slick assists on the power play to erase a two-goal deficit. If the Lightning 
had ended this game on their power play in OT, perhaps it would have 
been Carolina’s Dougie Hamilton kicking himself after his tripping penalty 
on Alex Killorn near the end of regulation. 

But my point is this: Kucherov can be the most dynamic player on the ice, 
one of the best players in the world. But, like many others on the 
Lightning, he’s not immune to letting his frustration show. Kucherov also 
took an interference penalty late in the first period for his big open-ice hit 
on Brett Pesce, who was put under concussion protocol before returning. 

“I thought it was maybe a little dirty,” Pesce said. “But that’s playoff 
hockey.” 

It’s playoff hockey, and, as Cooper pointed out, it’s a seven-game series. 
Most of us expected the showdown between the Hurricanes and the 
Lightning to be a long one. It wouldn’t surprise me at all if Kucherov 
comes out and plays a hell of a Game 4 on Saturday, putting on a show 
and putting the end of this game behind him. 

The Lightning had a lot to like in this one. They out-chanced Carolina 38-
28 at five-on-five, including a 15-10 edge in high-danger chances, 
according to Natural Stat Trick. Their power play converted twice to tie 
the score. Victor Hedman played his best game of the playoffs. It took a 
terrific tip by Staal on the power play in overtime to beat Andrei 
Vasilevskiy and end the game. 
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“We did pretty much everything we wanted to do other than get one more 
goal than them,” Cooper said. “If we come back with that effort again and 
again, I can’t ask for more.” 

“We did a lot of things well,” Hedman said. “We were pushing the play. 
We were a lot better offensively, winning our battles, taking it hard to the 
net and creating havoc.” 

Hedman was a big reason for that. After Tampa Bay had a slow start, 
Hedman gave the Lightning a boost by jumping into a rush and creating 
their first quality scoring chance, which Mrazek steered aside. The Norris 
Trophy winner was the best player on the ice for most of the game. 

The Lightning trailed by two goals in the second period. Pesce started it 
off with a blast after trailing, with Ondrej Palat seemingly screening 
Vasilevskiy. Then Sebastian Aho got behind Kucherov to convert after a 
terrific display of passing by Carolina, including a stretch pass and a one-
touch pass, something the Lightning do very well, too. 

But the Tampa Bay power play did what it’s done all postseason: It was a 
difference-maker. Point scored just over a minute after Aho’s goal, with 
the Lightning top unit displaying some tic-tac-toe passing. Hedman did a 
great job keeping the puck in the zone, and the puck went from Point to 
Stamkos, back to Kucherov and then Point, who was open in the slot. 

“We made some unreal plays in the zone,” Hedman said. 

Killorn might be the Lightning’s most consistent forward in the playoffs, 
and he was a strong performer again Thursday. He got rewarded on 
Tampa Bay’s second power-play goal, which happened late in the 
second period. The goal was set up by a strong second effort by 
Kucherov, who pounced on his own rebound and found Killorn in the slot. 
Killorn’s line, with Anthony Cirelli and Steven Stamkos, was all over the 
offensive zone, especially early. 

This might have been Tampa Bay’s best overall performance of the 
series, which likely makes the loss sting even more. In the first round, the 
Lightning lost Game 3 after winning the first two in Florida, then won two 
of the next three to take the series. They very well could do the same this 
time around. They now have the onus of responding in Game 4. 

“We’ve been in spots like this before,” Point said. “I think it’d be different 
if we felt like we didn’t play a good game and they won. But I think, for 
the most part, we’re happy with the way we played.” 

Hedman and Point sat on the podium for their postgame video 
conferences Thursday night, and it was hard to tell whether they had won 
or lost. They were happy with how they played, confident that if they 
continue to do the same, they’ll be OK. They weren’t complaining or 
whining about the refs, with Hedman saying, “The refs call what they 
think is a penalty, and we have to live with that and fight through it. They 
capitalized on theirs, and we did not. At the end of the day, it’s a hockey 
game, and the referees are not out there to get anyone. They’re out to do 
their job. We’re not going to look for excuses. We liked our game and 
look forward to the next one.” 

The Lightning are a seasoned and determined group, not one to let a 
loss like this get to them. But playoff games can have a razor-thin margin 
of error, and a series can swing quickly. So perhaps the way this one 
ended will be a good lesson for a talented team that’s worked hard the 
past couple of years on taking fewer penalties. 

“I think our team has gotten better every single game, and that’s what 
I’ve liked,” Cooper said. “We’ve just got to keep going. You can’t hang 
your head on these. You’ve got to turn the page and go to the next one. 
The playoffs are a big damn roller coaster, and you can’t get too excited 
when you’re high and can’t get too low when it’s slow. You’ve got to keep 
trusting your process.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets dealt another hammer blow with Scheifele suspension 

 

Ken Wiebe @WiebesWorld  

June 3, 2021, 9:05 PM 

 

WINNIPEG – This isn’t a character assassination, nor is it meant to be a 
defence of Mark Scheifele’s actions. 

Depending on one’s point of view, the debate surrounding the hit 
delivered by the Winnipeg Jets top centre on Montreal Canadiens 
forward Jake Evans is going to rage on for days, if not weeks and 
months. 

Whether you stand on the side that Scheifele was simply finishing his 
check or whether you believe he took advantage of a vulnerable player is 
a moot point. 

Scheifele is not a dirty player, but even someone with a previously 
squeaky-clean track record can make a snap decision in real time and be 
forced to deal with the consequences. 

What’s done is done and now it’s all about watching how things unfold as 
the North Division final resumes on Friday night in Winnipeg. 

Fortunately, Evans is feeling better after being taken off the ice on a 
stretcher following the empty-net insurance marker of the Jets 5-3 loss 
on Wednesday night, but he’s out indefinitely with a concussion. 

While that’s a loss for the Canadiens, the Jets are going to be without 
Scheifele for the next four games after the NHL Department of Player 
Safety announced its ruling on Thursday evening. 

In the video explanation of the penalty levied for charging, the NHL 
Department of Player Safety said Scheifele was “moving with excessive 
momentum gained from travelling a considerable distance finishes his 
check violently and with unwarranted force into Evans, making significant 
head contact in the process and causing an injury.” 

Because Scheifele didn’t make a play on the puck and instead chose to 
focus on delivering the “high, predatory hit” after the outcome of both the 
play and the game had already been decided, that was a major factor in 
the final decision. 

No doubt this is a significant statement made by the NHL and the penalty 
would likely have been more severe had he not previously been fined or 
suspended during his career, which includes 575 regular season games 
and 33 more in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

With the Jets trailing the best-of-seven series 1-0, the earliest Scheifele 
can return is Game 6. 

That’s a massive blow to a team that already lost top-pairing defenceman 
Dylan DeMelo on the opening shift of Game 1 and was already without 
the services of veteran forward Paul Stastny – who sat out with an 
undisclosed injury. 

If this sounds eerily reminiscent of what happened in the series opener 
against the Calgary Flames last August, it should. 

That game saw Scheifele knocked out of the contest on his third shift 
after he was on the receiving end of a hit from Matthew Tkachuk. 

Maurice defended his player in that situation, and he did the same thing 
on Thursday when the topic was still in the process of being sorted out 
prior to the phone hearing. 

Maurice made it clear that while the end result was unfortunate, his 
opinion is that it was not a dirty or vicious hit Scheifele delivered. 

“You need to do everything you can to stop a goal from being scored. 
Hitting is part of the game. It was a heavy, heavy hit for sure, but it was 
clean,” Maurice said before the ruling was handed out. “For me the feet 
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are on the ice, the arms are tucked in and it’s a body contact. That’s the 
way I see it. So it’s part of the game and I don’t even like that phrase but 
depending, as you said, what flag is on the car, you have a different 
opinion on that. But their guy took a hit to make a play. Our guy made a 
hit. It won them the game. Move on.” 

As for Scheifele’s ability to deal with the emotional toll and the potential 
fallout, Maurice dismissed the suggestion his alternate captain was 
frazzled or frustrated in Game 1. 

“He was playing hard. That was the line that had it going. He wasn’t 
frustrated. I liked his game. Lots of emotion. Lots of intensity. I thought he 
was right on,” said Maurice. “He’s a big strong powerful man that can 
skate. In order to try and cut that play off, he was skating pretty good. He 
wasn’t striding through the hit by any means. It was a hell of a hit. It was 
hard. Good on Evans, he took the hit to make the play. I didn’t have to 
bring in Oprah or Dr. Phil to sit down with Mark to see how he’s feeling 
this morning.” 

The Jets also lost wingers Patrik Laine and Mason Appleton in that 
opening game against the Flames last August and in an instant, the 
entire dynamic of the series changed dramatically. 

While there are certainly some parallels to be drawn, the Jets don’t 
believe history will necessarily repeat itself. 

“It’s just a completely different situation. We’ve got a season that we’re 
really attached to,” said Maurice. “We’ve lost our first playoff game. We 
didn’t lose three guys in one game. We won our second one in the 
bubble, too, so we’ll be alright.” 

Make no mistake, this is a XXL-sized dose of adversity for the Jets to try 
and meet head on, even if Stastny is able to return to action in Game 2. 

Scheifele is the Jets top point producer and he’s recorded a point-per-
game pace in each of the past five seasons and he’s basically kept up 
that pace in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

“Obviously he’s one of my best friends and I know that he doesn’t play 
the game in a vicious manner or anything like that. I know that the last 
thing he’s out there to do is to try to hurt somebody,” said Jets 
defenceman Josh Morrissey. “Those types of things are scary, scary for 
everybody involved and you never want to see a player be in a situation 
like that. It’s definitely not something you want to see. 

“To describe how much (Scheifele) means to our team, obviously he just 
had a phenomenal year, he’s a great leader in our room, he produces 
offensively for our team and he sort of does it all. This year, he’s taken a 
lot of steps forward in his game and shown that he’s amongst the elite 
players in our league. He’s a huge part of our team. He’s our best player 
up front and that’s all I can really say.” 

It’s nearly impossible to replace a No. 1 centreman, but the Jets must 
lean on its depth and versatility up front to help pick up the slack. 

The issue is compounded by the fact the Jets are likely to be without 
DeMelo for at least Game 2 and most likely for a good chunk of the 
series. 

Maurice wasn’t about to tip his hand about whether it would be vetean 
Jordie Benn or rookie Ville Heinola jumping into the Jets lineup. 

Benn brings experience and is an option to move onto the penalty kill, 
while Heinola would bring mobility and puck-moving ability as a 
transporter of the puck. 

What we know is that the Jets will be doing things by committee on the 
back end. 

“It’s a huge loss for us, especially when you lose him on the first shift of 
the game,” said Jets defenceman Neal Pionk. “He’s been a big part of 
our season and you saw last series, the effect that he has on our D 
corps. He’s been really good on the penalty kill all year. So, we’re going 
to have to come together as a group and move on from there.” 

How both teams respond to the emotionally charged atmosphere the 
incident in question has created could very well determine which team is 
able to advance from this North Division final. 

Canadiens defenceman Joel Edmundson made it clear his team would 
look to make life miserable for Scheifele as the series moves along, but 
the Jets can’t afford to be tentative or thrown off their game by the threat 
of the opponent possibly seeking some sort of retribution. 

“Yeah, you’ve just got to block that stuff out. Everyone has seen 
something over the course of their career, someone getting stretchered 
off, something bad happening,” said Jets forward Andrew Copp. “It’s 
unfortunate, obviously. The health of the player is first and foremost, so 
knowing that he’s okay makes it easier for us to move on as players and 
I’m sure easier for them to move on. 

“If we’re missing Mark, you’re missing arguably our best player…and, I 
think, you saw the effect of that in the bubble. We’re way better equipped 
now to handle such an injury. So, guys will have to step up in his place. 
We’ve got to find a way to win the next game. That’s all we’re worried 
about right now. We’re not worried about any targets or whatever they’re 
saying in the media. We’re worried about going on and winning Game 2. 
It’s a big (expletive) game for us.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Aho goes toe to toe with Kucherov to drag Hurricanes 
back into series 

 

Eric Francis @EricFrancis  

June 4, 2021, 1:30 AM 

 

When they weren’t spending time battling for the puck, they spent time 
jawing and clawing at one another after the whistle. 

In a desperate attempt to drag his Carolina Hurricanes back into the fight, 
Sebastian Aho’s bid to get the best of Nikita Kucherov was on full display 
Thursday at Amalie Arena. 

In the end, the 23-year-old Hurricanes star won the latest battle, setting 
up the overtime winner with Tampa’s former Hart Trophy winner sitting in 
the penalty box. 

On a night when Kucherov assisted on both Lightning power-play goals 
to climb back into a game the hosts trailed 2-0, Aho refused to be 
outdone, scoring once and setting up two others in a crucial 3-2 win. 

“It doesn’t matter who he’s playing against – he wants to be the best,” 
said Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour when asked about Aho’s emotional 
and physical display. 

“Thing is, he’s willing to do what he has to be the best and I think that’s 
what is going to make him better and better as the years go on. He’s 
super competitive. He wants to win so bad. That’s what you’re seeing for 
me, that competitive edge.” 

Now there’s a coach who knows a thing or two about playing with 
edginess and heart. 

At his tender age and compact size, Aho has spent the whole season on 
a mission to prove he can be one of the game’s best. 

With 24 goals and a point per game during the season, Aho had the 
Central-winning Canes challenging for a Presidents’ Trophy. 
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He’s been even better in the playoffs where his six goals trail only Nathan 
MacKinnon. 

At no time this year was he needed more than Game 3 on Thursday, 
when the Hurricanes had to climb back into the series after being swept 
at home where they’d previously lost just three times all season. 

“We get punched in the face over and over, and tough bounces, but we 
just stick with it,” said Brett Pesce, who had to leave the game briefly 
after going through concussion testing following a hit by Kucherov the 
defender deemed “a little dirty.” 

“So proud of these guys. The power play came up big for us. We know 
(Aho) is a star. He’s a world-class player and he seems to always come 
through for us. He’s our best player and he showed it tonight.” 

Two minutes after Pesce scored the team’s first even-strength goal of the 
series, Aho scooted in alone to put Carolina up 2-0 by slipping a shot 
through Andrei Vasilevskiy’s pads midway through the game. 

By period’s end, the Bolts’ vaunted power play tied it 2-2, kick-started by 
an Aho crosscheck across Ondrej Palat’s numbers. 

Despite being 176 pounds, Aho was in the meat of the game all night, at 
one point needing to be separated from Kucherov by a linesman who 
heard all about how intensely these two seem to disagree. 

“It’s the matchup we’ve been playing – his line against my line all three 
games,” said Aho of the tete-a-tete. 

“We see each other a lot out there every game. It’s playoff hockey, so it’s 
nothing more than that. There’s no secret we want to play aggressive 
and not be afraid of a grind game.” 

They certainly aren’t. 

On the short end of a pair of 2-1 losses to open the series, the division-
winning Canes needed something to believe in against the defending 
Stanley Cup champions. 

Aho gave them that, as he has throughout a playoff history that has seen 
the Finnish star score 32 points in 32 games. Aho started overtime by 
killing off the final minute of a Tampa man-advantage before setting up 
the winner six minutes in with a one-timer from the slot tipped in by 
Jordan Staal on the power play. 

“What I love about it is everybody is getting to see what he’s all about this 
year,” said coach Brind’Amour of his prized student. 

“Hopefully we can continue on and he can keep playing the way he is 
playing. He was great again tonight, he had a great chance in overtime 
short-handed. When you have a guy who plays in all situations and you 
rely on him so much, the value of this guy is off the charts. And he’s your 
leader, too, so he’s doing it right on and off the ice.” 

None of it would have been possible if not for the 35 saves from Petr 
Mrazek, who made his first appearance in almost a month. 

“He was good,” said Brind’Amour, who started rookie sensation Alex 
Nedeljkovic the first eight games of the playoffs. 

“Did I expect him to be like that? I didn’t really know what to expect to be 
honest with you, he’d been out so long. But he’s a battler. Everybody just 
dug in. We got a win we deserved. I don’t know if tonight we were the 
better team, that’s debatable. Overall we got something we deserved, to 
be back in the series.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bruins take page out of Lamoriello’s book to win Game 3 
vs. Islanders 

 

Iain MacIntyre @imacSportsnet  

June 4, 2021, 1:02 AM 

 

The New York Islanders sure play like a Lou Lamoriello team. For much 
of Thursday, so did the Boston Bruins. 

After all the hitting, scoring chances, goals and general mayhem in the 
first two games of the East Division final in Boston, the Bruins and 
Islanders each seemed to be channelling in Game 3 the old New Jersey 
Devils, who under New York general manager Lamoriello won three 
Stanley Cups by eliminating space and suffocating opponents. 

And then the Bruins took over. 

Third in the NHL this season in shots-per-game, the Bruins managed 
only six shots on target through 30 minutes Thursday before dominating 
the second half of the game and taking a 2-1 series lead with a 2-1 win. 

Brilliant to keep his team in it, Islanders goalie Semyon Varlamov 
appeared to slightly lose his angle at the near post as Brad Marchand 
scored over his shoulder from an acute angle at 3:36 of overtime. 

In the second half of regulation, Boston outshot New York 33-11, but it 
was the Islanders who forced overtime when Mathew Barzal jammed a 
puck between the post and Bruin goalie Tuukka Rask’s skate late in the 
third period. 

“Did we expect it to go in from there?” Boston coach Bruce Cassidy said. 
“Only Brad can answer that, but obviously you don’t, especially with all 
the saves (Varlamov) made in tight. Maybe there was a bit of a screen, 
maybe he was a little late picking it up. I don’t care, to be honest with 
you. It went in the net, we won the game. You don’t ask how sometimes. 

“We didn’t really steal it, in my estimation. I thought we played a really, 
really solid road game.” 

Marchand, who skated the puck deep down left wing to allow teammates 
to change, said he probably didn’t expect his shot to beat Varlamov. 

But “any shot, especially in overtime, has a chance to go in.” 

A WIN AND A LOSS 

Already missing veteran defenceman Kevan Miller due to injury, the 
Bruins lost top-four blue-liner Brandon Carlo six minutes into the third 
period when he banged his head on the glass on a hard, but legal hit by 
Islander Cal Clutterbuck. 

Clearly woozy, Carlo knelt on the ice trying to recover his equilibrium 
before skating off with assistance. It’s difficult to imagine him playing 
Game 4 on Saturday. If he’s out, there will be even more responsibility on 
Charlie McAvoy, whose ice time Thursday of 29:11 was nearly seven 
minutes more than any teammate and almost five minutes more than any 
Islander logged. 

A head injury to Carlo is especially concerning because the physical 24-
year-old missed 11 games in March with a concussion suffered on a high 
hit by Washington Capitals predator Tom Wilson, who was suspended 
seven games for his headshot. 

TROTZ MOVE 

Islanders coach Barry Trotz made a significant move to try to counter the 
superstar line of Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak, who 
combined for five of the Bruins’ eight goals in the series first two games. 

Trotz shifted his third line, centred by Jean-Gabriel Pageau, against the 
Bergeron unit after the Islanders used Brock Nelson’s line in a power-
against-power matchup through two games. For the most part, the 
tactical shift worked as Bergeron, Marchand and Pastrnak were limited to 
seven even-strength shots in Game 3. Pageau, Travis Zajac and Kyle 
Palmieri were on the ice for the Islanders when Marchand scored in OT, 
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but there was nothing the forwards could do to save their goalie from 
himself on that play. 

IS THAT MAT BARZAL? 

Goal-less through the Islanders’ first eight playoff games and with only 
four assists to show for the most important hockey of the season, 
Barzal’s performance on Thursday could represent a breakthrough for 
the struggling offensive star. 

Although he turned over the puck at the Boston blue line before the 
Bruins’ first goal, Barzal played with more assertiveness and directness, 
attempting six shots and finally scoring his first of the playoffs at 14:34 of 
the third period when he got three chances to jam in a puck that bounced 
to him off the end boards after some miscommunication between Rask 
and Boston defenceman Connor Clifton. 

The Islanders have an excellent, deep team. But Barzal is the only New 
York player whose skills could allow him to be a difference-maker on the 
scale of Pastrnak, Bergeron or Marchand. 

RENTED HALL 

Taylor Hall was again a key supporting player for the Bruins, 
backchecking to steal the puck from Barzal in the first period, 
transitioning it back up ice and eventually passing to Craig Smith on 
Boston’s opening goal. 

A serial disappointment at playoff time, Hall was traded to the Bruins by 
the Buffalo Sabres at the deadline for the discounted price of a second-
round draft pick. The Islanders were also interested in renting Hall, but 
instead added character forwards Zajac and Palmieri from New Jersey 
for a package of assets that included a first-round pick. 

“He’s a special kid, a special player,” Smith said Thursday of Hall. “He’s 
got exceptional speed, and an exceptional mind for the game. He was 
one of the best players out there.” 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 06.04.2021 

1215034 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / 5 prospects the Senators could add with No. 10 pick in 
2021 NHL Draft 

 

Wayne Scanlan  

June 3, 2021, 12:58 PM 

 

A strange thing happened in the weeks leading up to the 2021 NHL draft 
lottery. 

The Ottawa Senators played themselves out of a higher pick. And here’s 
the odd part — their fans were OK with that. 

For the first time in years, thoughts of the Senators are turning to their 
play on the ice instead of their moves off it. The draft tank has been 
replaced by a push for higher standings rank. 

Just eight months ago, following weeks of anticipatory hype about the 
expectation of two picks — potentially inside of the top three — Ottawa 
fell slightly but still set themselves up for years to come: selecting forward 
Tim Stützle third overall and defenceman Jake Sanderson, fifth overall. 

Heading into Wednesday’s lottery, almost a forgotten event for Ottawa 
this year, the Senators had just a 4.5 per cent chance of landing the first 
overall pick. Led by their young guns, the Sens leapt over several teams 
down the stretch of the 2020-21 season, to slot in at No. 10 in the lottery, 
which is precisely where they wound up. 

It was all rather predictable, and the NHL is quite OK with that. 

After a one-off, much-criticized 2020 draft in which the “placeholder” New 
York Rangers won the draft after qualifying as a play-in team, the league 
was quite happy with predictable. 

As the teams were walked down from No. 15 to 1, it was as though they 
were subject to “no-movement” clauses. There was no deviation from the 
draft list until the final three picks when the expansion Seattle Kraken 
moved to No. 2 from No. 3, swapping places with the Anaheim Ducks. 

The favoured Buffalo Sabres won the lottery and will select first overall in 
the NHL draft July 23-24. 

By most accounts, this is not as strong a draft as 2020, but Ottawa 
expects to get a good player at 10th overall, which is the third highest 
selection the Senators have drawn since getting franchise player Brady 
Tkachuk at fourth overall in 2018. 

The Senators are much deeper in young talent than they were then, 
which makes it intriguing to think about what position the organization will 
address with this pick. Historically, the Sens have been a “best player 
available” kind of team at the draft, but with their prospect depth at 
defence and the goaltender position, they could be looking at a skilled 
forward with this pick. 

Ottawa’s blueline of the near future should include the likes of Thomas 
Chabot, Sanderson, Lassi Thomson, Jacob-Bernard-Docker, Erik 
Brannstrom and Tyler Kleven, along with recent additions Artem Zub and 
Victor Mete. 

In goal, the Senators should be set with one or more of Matt Murray, 
Mads Sogaard, Joey Daccord and Filip Gustavsson, among others for 
the next several years. Ottawa usually drafts a goalie every year, but it 
seems unlikely they would use a top-ten, first round pick at the position. 

While the Senators have some terrific forwards in the pipeline with 
Tkachuk, Stützle, Shane Pinto, Josh Norris, Drake Batherson etc. they 
could use one of the skilled forwards available from the North American 
and European draft rankings. 

Sportsnet’s draft guru Sam Cosentino feels the draft pool is strong on 
defencemen, especially at the top end of the selections. Here’s his first 
round ranking of draft prospects: 

Who might be available to Ottawa at No. 10? Here’s a few names that 
general manager Pierre Dorion and chief scout Trent Mann may be 
considering, depending on how the first nine picks shake out ahead of 
the Senators: 

Kent Johnson, C, University of Michigan 

With defenceman Owen Power and centre Matthew Beniers up high on 
nearly every list, Michigan is well represented. Johnson may not be 
available by the time Ottawa gets called, but if he is, this skilled 
playmaker who can line up at centre or left wing would be a great 
addition. Johnson, who hails from North Vancouver, had 18 assists and 
27 points in 26 NCAA games this season. Cosentino has Johnson 
ranked 6th. McKeen’s Hockey rates him 11th overall. 

Mason McTavish, C Peterborough Petes OHL 

McTavish was a beast for the Canada U-18 world championship squad 
this spring and the Senators should consider themselves fortunate if he is 
still available at No. 10. McTavish is known around Ottawa minor hockey 
circles as he played for the Ottawa Valley Titans and then the CCHL 
Pembroke Lumber Kings. Having been born in Zurich, McTavish took 
advantage of an opportunity to play pro in Switzerland this season (EHC 
Olten) when the OHL was shut down. McTavish took the U-18 
tournament by storm, using his size to effect while scoring five goals and 
11 points in seven games, solidifying his draft status in a year when 
prospects had difficulty getting seen. 

Fedor Svechkov, C Togliatti, RUS 
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If the Senators are looking for a responsible two-way centre who also 
brings a ton of skill to the mix, Svechkov could fit the bill. Svechkov was 
one of Russia’s best at the U-18 tournament, which came down to a 
Canada-Russia final. He produced 10 points in seven games. 

Cole Sillinger, C Sioux Falls USHL 

The Senators love to draft the sons of ex-pros, believing they have a leg 
up on the competition. And Sillinger, of course, is the son of longtime 
NHL centre Mike Sillinger, who actually played for the Senators briefly 
among his many NHL stops. Sillinger had 46 points in 31 games in the 
USHL after getting his release from the WHL Medicine Hat Tigers so he 
could play hockey during the pandemic. Not surprisingly, Sillinger has 
good hockey sense like his tenacious father. Most draft lists have 
Sillinger slotted beyond 10th, so he should be available if Ottawa is 
interested. 

William Eklund, LW, Djurgarden, SHL 

Eklund will likely be gone before the 10th pick — EliteProspects.com has 
him as high as No. 2 and Cosentino has him seventh. But if he should fall 
because other teams are addressing specific needs, or if defencemen 
dominate the early picks, Eklund would be a slick pick. Though small at 
five-foot-10, 172 pounds, Eklund was a consistent performer in the SHL 
with 23 points in 40 games. 

We will have a closer look at these and other potential picks for the 
Senators as the draft gets closer. 
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Maple Leafs’ core owns this postseason collapse 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

Everyone who has watched one period of a Toronto Maple Leafs game 
thinks they have the fix for what ails the hockey club. That includes me, 
for the record. 

These postmortems are going to continue unabated for quite some time. 
Among the topics I expect to be raised this off-season: the feasibility of 
trading a player like Mitch Marner or William Nylander, a persistent 
debate about adding more skill versus more grit, speculation about 
whether head coach Sheldon Keefe and/or general manager Kyle Dubas 
are the right people for their respective jobs, and how the team may 
navigate upcoming free agency. 

No question should be off the table. This is a team that has disappointed 
year after year in the playoffs. At least in prior seasons you could point to 
a superior opponent or some competing factor that hampered Toronto’s 
chances at advancing. The Columbus loss last year, followed by the 
Montreal loss this year (in what, I reiterate, was a weak division), has 
ensured this dissection will continue for months. 

The two most polarizing topics are Dubas’ data-driven approach and the 
wherewithal of the players on the roster. I have seen plenty of recent 
referendums on the job Dubas has done, and quite frankly, they are 
impossible arguments to swallow. Here’s why:  

he Maple Leafs were terrible for many, many years. Then Brendan 
Shanahan, Lou Lamoriello and Kyle Dubas joined the front office, and the 
turnaround began. Lamoriello has since moved on to the New York 
Islanders and is having considerable success there; so, too, has Dubas 
in his absence. 

You may have forgotten this from two weeks ago, but the Maple Leafs 
just finished their most impressive regular season in the modern era 
(2007-21). And if you were a day trader playing the stock market and 
looking at the trends, you would either hold or double down on your 
investment. Full stop. 

Let’s put aside the front office for a moment. You will rightly point out that 
this team, despite whatever success it may have realized during the 
regular season, cannot get over the playoff hump. And you would be 
correct. No one wants to hear “let’s run it back” for the fifth year in a row, 
especially in a season where the team’s stars melted under pressure. 

I think that is the most important part of this discussion by a considerable 
margin. The Maple Leafs' best players, the same players who have 
carried them to heights rarely seen for this organization for years, haven’t 
delivered when it matters most. 

From Auston Matthews down, this team’s core consistently underwhelms 
in the playoffs. The lack of scoring – perhaps more so in Toronto than 
anywhere else – erodes a massive competitive advantage, and greatly 
reduces the team’s margin for error. 

This is where Toronto’s front office is really going to make their money. 
Because for as much as I believe they built a very talented roster that 
should be a playoff club for the foreseeable future, running it back every 
year is untenable. Dubas may be correct in not reacting to shooting 
percentages in very small samples, but how long can you wait? 
Especially with a top-heavy lineup like this that can’t exactly rest on non-
existent defensive laurels? 

This table is one I keep coming back to. If we look at net goals for 
Toronto’s five core players, it’s clear how relatively ineffective they are 
come playoff time: 

This is why the discussion about adding grit or talent further down the 
lineup is immaterial. Neither option will move the needle substantially 
because, at the end of the day, Toronto runs up huge point and goal 
differentials in the regular season off the performance of its stars. Come 
playoff time, every single one of those players is either in the red or 
fighting to break even. There are only two ways to win in the postseason 
if your top lines are getting outscored: your depth absolutely dominates, 
or your goaltender goes on a run for the ages. 

At any rate, it’s hard to look at the personnel Dubas’ front office (and in a 
few cases, Lamoriello before him) has added and be upset. 

The team is more talented than it’s ever been – we know this because 
they dominate during the regular season, driving up big goal differentials 
in the process. And they have done that for a few seasons now. 

To the extent the Maple Leafs are breaking down relative to our 
expectations – well, that’s a comment on the player group more than 
anything else. 

If you think the players on the roster are capable of winning a Stanley 
Cup, then this team has been victimized by poor luck in the playoffs. But 
if you think the wave of early postseason exits is a comment on the 
players and their ability to execute, then perhaps a major trade is in the 
cards for this organization. 
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USA TODAY / Jets forward Mark Scheifele suspended four games for hit 
that caused Canadiens forward to leave on stretcher 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

USA TODAY 
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Winnipeg Jets forward Mark Scheifele has been suspendedfour games 
for his hit on the Montreal Canadiens’ Jake Evans in Game 1 of their first-
round series that resulted in Evans leaving on a stretcher.   

The NHL Department of Player Safety made the announcement 
Thursday night, keeping Scheifele out until at least Game 6 of this series. 
Should the Canadiens wrap up the series in four games, before 
Scheifele's suspension is through, the final game of his suspension will 
carry over to next regular season.  

Scheifele skated with speed – nearly covering the length of the ice – and 
connected with a defenseless Evans, who did not see Scheifele coming 
after having just scored an empty-net goal on a wraparound to give 
Montreal a 5-3 lead. 

Said the NHL of its decision to suspend Scheifele for charging: "This is a 
player who has traveled a considerable distance, is moving with 
exceptional speed and is fully aware of his momentum, who chooses to 
charge into a vulnerable opponent with a high, predatory hit that causes 
an injury." 

A stretcher took Evans off the rink; he was able to move his arms. 

Evans’ teammates, some of whom were quick to call it “a dirty hit” and 
“disgusting,” anticipated the level of discipline from the NHL. 

“The league is going to take care of it,” Canadiens defenseman Joel 
Edmundson said. "If (Scheifele) gets back in the series, we’re going to 
make his life miserable." 

The Department of Player Safety came under fire near the end of the 
regular season for its handling of actions by the Washington Capitals’ 
Tom Wilson, a forward with a reputation for controversial hits. He 
received the maximum fine but no suspension for roughing the New York 
Rangers' Pavel Buchnevich, which touched off a brawl that saw Wilson 
slam Rangers star Artemi Panarin to the ground without a helmet. 

 

USA TODAY LOADED: 06.04.2021 


