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Four second-period goals not enough for the Hurricanes in wild Game 4 loss to Lightning  

By Chip Alexander  

It’s now elementary for the Carolina Hurricanes: win or put 
away the skates for the season. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning streaked to a 6-4 victory over the 
Canes on Saturday at Amalie Arena, seizing a 3-1 lead in the 
best-of-seven Stanley Cup playoff series. 

Game 5 will be played Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at PNC Arena. 
The Canes will either win and hold a postgame Storm Surge, 
or will form a handshake line to congratulate the series 
winner. 

The Lightning, the 2020 Stanley Cup champion, showed 
resilience Saturday. Tampa Bay fell behind 4-2 in the second 
period as the Canes reeled off four straight goals, but scored 
the last three goals of the period and then picked up the first 
goal in the third for a 6-4 lead. 

Tampa Bay, which scored three power-play goals, got two 
goals and an assist from both Steven Stamkos and Nikita 
Kucherov.  

It made for a long day for both goalies. Tampa Bay’s Andrei 
Vasilevskiy allowed four goals in the second period and the 
Canes’ Petr Mrazek, starting after a Game 3 victory, was 
touched for six in the game. 

The Canes took a 2-1 lead in the second period as Teuvo 
Teravainen and Jesper Fast scored in 39 seconds. After 
Tampa Bay tied it, defensemen Dougie Hamilton and Jaccob 
Slavin both scored in a little more than two minutes for a 4-2 
cushion. 

But the Canes continually had their momentum stymied by 
penalties. Kucherov scored on the power play after a Jake 
Bean holding call, and Stamkos got his power-play goal with 
23 seconds left in the second period after an Andrei 
Svechnikov roughing penalty. 

In the third, Bean turned the puck over and Tampa Bay 
scored in transition as Kucherov ripped a shot past Mrazek 
for his second goal of the game at 6:01 of the period. 

Slavin had a goal and assist, and Svechnikov two assists for 
the Canes. Brayden Point had a goal and assist for Tampa 
Bay. 

Second period: 20 minutes, 8 goals 

The second period was wild. There’s no other way to put it 
as the Canes and Lightning combined for eight goals, leaving 
Tampa Bay in front 5-4. 

After being generally outplayed most of the first period, the 
Canes took a 2-1 lead, had the Lightning tie it, retook the 
lead in goals by defensemen Dougie Hamilton and Jaccob 
Slavin, and then lost it again. 

The Canes first killed off a tripping call against Andrei 
Svechnikov, then got goals from Teuvo Teravainen and 
Jesper Fast in a span of 39 seconds for the 2-1 lead. 
Hamilton and Slavin later scored two goals in 2:06. 

The Lightning countered with two power-play goals from 
Steven Stamkos and one from Nikita Kucherov. Tyler 
Johnson’s goal tied it 4-4 with 2:50 left in the period and 
Stamkos’ second gave Tampa the 5-4 lead. 

Jordan Staal found Teravainen open in the slot for a quick 
shot at 4:30 to tie it 1-1. Fast then scored his first of the 
playoffs at 5:09 for the lead.  

A boarding penalty against Jordan Martinook allowed Tampa 
Bay to tie it on Stamkos’ first goal after the Canes had killed 
off the first three penalties of the game.  

The Canes answered. Hamilton scored on a shot from the 
point. Slavin scored on a shot from the left boards for a 4-2 
lead. 

But a penalty against defenseman Jake Bean stalled the 
momentum. Kucherov made it a 4-3 game with his power-
play strike and Johnson tied it. After a roughing call against 
Svechnikov with 53 seconds left in the second, Tampa Bay 
took the 5-4 lead on Stamkos’ score with 23 seconds left. 

First period: Tampa Bay leads 1-0 

Tampa Bay’s Brayden Point won’t score an easier goal. After 
Canes goalie Petr Mrazek had many several sparkling 
saves, Point was able to drift in alone on the backdoor for a 
tap-in and 1-0 lead after the first. 

With defenseman Dougie Hamilton late in picking up his 
man, Point took a pass from Ondrej Palat -- Canes 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin just missed getting a skate on the 
pass -- and scored his seventh of the playoffs at 14:24 of the 
period. 

The Lightning outshot the Canes 12-7 in the period, had 14 
scoring chances to the Canes’ six, and maintained 
possession in the Carolina end much of the period. The 
Canes have had few good offensive chances -- held to two 
“high danger” -- and gotten better play from its fourth line 
than the top three lines. 

The Canes did kill off two penalties in the first against the 
Lightning’s potent power play -- the highlight of the period for 
Carolina. 

Forward Warren Foegele, who injured a shoulder in Game 3, 
has been able to play in Game 4. In an odd circumstance, 
Foegele and Tampa’s Blake Coleman both were called for 
unsportsmanlike conduct penalties jostling on the opening 
draw. 
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Talk about an odd start. Canes defenseman Brady Skjei 
clipped Nikita Kucherov with a high stick in the Canes zone. 
He was first sent to the penalty box, then told he could leave 
as Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper howled in protest. No 
penalty was called. 

Another weird play: play was stopped when the puck slipped 
down the pants of the Canes’ Jordan Staal. 

Game setup: Handling ups and downs 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper has his own way of describing 
the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

“A big, damn roller coaster,” Cooper said after Tampa Bay’s 
3-2 overtime loss Thursday in Game 3 against the Canes. 

Cooper also used all the expected coachspeak terms. A 
team must “turn the page,” not get too high or low, must keep 
“trusting the process.” 

“You’ve got to keep going. You can’t hang your head on 
these,” Cooper said. 

That’s what the Canes did: kept going, They lost the first two 
games of the second-round series at home. They lost 
forward Nino Niederreiter to an injury before Game 1, 
Vincent Trocheck in Game 2 and then Warren Foegele in 
Game 3.  

They also found a way to keep going, win a game and get 
back in the series. The Canes, with goalie Petr Mrazek in 
net, were able to control the emotional lows of playing well 
but losing both games in Raleigh, then won an emotional 
game in Tampa despite losing a 2-0 lead. Talk about ebbs 
and flows.  

“It’s definitely real,” Brind’Amour said Saturday morning. 
“There’s so much of that going on and that is the key, to just 
embrace it. You know it’s going to happen in the games and 
there’s going to be ups and downs, and things happen for 
you and against you, and you’ve got to just keeping grinding 
it out.  

“And understanding that is part of it. It’s part of the process. 
And not let it affect you in a bad way.” 

Teams rarely play poorly in the playoffs and win but teams 
can often play well and lose. The Canes felt that way after 
the two games in Raleigh. Some of the Lightning players 
said the same after Game 3. 

“I think it might be different if we didn’t play a good game and 
they won, but I think for the most part we’re pretty happy with 
the way we played,” Tampa Bay’s Brayden Point said after 
the game. “I liked our game, liked our compete.” 

It’s simple math now: the Canes either will return to Raleigh 
with the series tied 2-2 or trailing 3-1. But could the pressure 
have shifted toward the home team for Game 4?  

“The pressure’s there for everybody, always,” Brind’Amour 
said. 

Canes lineup 

Mrazek will again be the starting goalie, Brind’Amour said. 
The lineup, he said, might not change from Game 3 although 
Brind’Amour said both Trocheck and Foegele could be 
game-time decisions. 

Foegele did come out for the pregame warmup as did 
forward Max McCormick. 

History check 

Much has been made of how the Canes lost their first two 
games at home against Montreal in 2006 and then recovered 
to win four straight, the series and go on to win the Cup. But 
the Canes also were 1-2 in their series against Buffalo in the 
2006 Eastern Conference final heading into Game 4 in 
Buffalo. 

The Canes, with Martin Gerber replacing rookie Cam Ward 
in net, beat the Sabres 4-0. Gerber also started Game 5 
before being lifted for Ward, who took it the rest of the way in 
the playoffs.
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Hurricanes push their own season to the precipice with a parade to the penalty box  

By Luke DeCock  

There’s no point in blaming the officials or Petr Mrazek or 
Dougie Hamilton or Jake Bean or any of the obvious if 
insufficient suspects. 

This was a team loss, a collective failure of discipline, that 
pushed the Carolina Hurricanes to the brink of elimination in 
a game where they did everything else they needed to win. 

If there was one thing the Hurricanes could control, that was 
entirely within their grasp, it was not putting themselves in a 
position where penalties could be called against them, giving 
the Tampa Bay Lightning’s 1.21 gigawatt power play a 
chance to go to work. 

Certainly, they couldn’t do it six times -- 6, seis, seize -- and 
get away with it. 

They most certainly did not. 

So the Hurricanes now stare the end of their season 
squarely in the eyes on Tuesday after Saturday’s whiplash-
inducing 6-4 loss. They need only look in the mirror if they 
wonder how they got there having staked out a two-goal lead 
in the middle of a wild second period before successfully 
self-sabotaging themselves with a parade to the penalty box. 

“We had the momentum,” Hurricanes forward Jesper Fast 
said. “It went pretty quick there when they scored three 
straight goals. It’s tough but we’ve got to find a way to 
bounce back and unfortunately today we didn’t.” 

Even if Tampa got away with an infraction or two, even if the 
penalty on Jordan Martinook in particular was light, that’s just 
dancing around the margins. The others -- including two in 
the offensive zone by Andrei Svechnikov, an infuriating habit 
that has become a crippling indulgence -- were penalties, by 
the spirit and the letter of the law. 

The rest of it? There’s not much they can do about Andrei 
Vasilevskiy -- who finally blinked Saturday -- or the rest of the 
Lightning but play an honest game and hope for the best. 
That’s hockey. The better team usually, but not always, wins. 

But if there’s one critical and cardinal advantage Tampa Bay 
has in this series, it’s a power play that clicked along at 40% 

in the first round, scoring eight goals in only six games and is 
now 5-for-11 in the four games of this series. The Hurricanes 
can’t compete with that. No one can. 

At even strength, the Hurricanes had a 23-22 edge in scoring 
chances and outscored the Lighting 4-3. Factor in special 
teams, and Tampa had a 32-24 edge and won 6-4. 

That’s the game. That may be the series. 

“We took some bad penalties tonight,” Hurricanes 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. “If you give that caliber of 
power play that many chances it’s not a recipe for success. 
We’ve just got to stay more disciplined and play hard, but 
play smart as well and not give them chances they don’t 
need.” 

The Bolts may not be the 1956 Montreal Canadiens -- the 
team that prompted the rule change that penalized players 
no longer had to serve the full two minutes no matter how 
many times the opposition scored -- but the man advantage 
is their trump card. The only way to win that game is not to 
play at all. 

So what did the Hurricanes do, in the midst of that four-goal 
second period of their own? 

Took four penalties. The Lightning scored on three of them 
and needed only 142 seconds to do it. 

“That’s the game in a nutshell,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “Cut it any way you want. We can’t take 
six penalties.” 

By the time the second period was over, the Hurricanes had 
gone from two up to one down and Mrazek -- so good in 
Game 3 and to start Game 4 -- was lunging at shadows. He 
certainly did on Tampa’s sixth goal from Nikita Kucherov that 
put the game away, after Bean was pick-pocketed at the 
offensive blue line. 

So it’ll almost certainly be Alex Nedeljkovic in Game 5, out of 
desperation as much as necessity, the yawning precipice 
now all too close. 

Their backs will be against the wall. Their butts can’t be in 
the box.
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The Hurricanes had the playoff series right where they wanted it. Then they didn’t  

By Chip Alexander  

Jaccob Slavin was quickly surrounded by his teammates on 
the ice, almost as if he had won the game. 

The Carolina Hurricanes defenseman had gotten off a shot 
from the bottom of the left circle Saturday, the puck grazing 
the near post as it sailed past Tampa Bay goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. Slavin broke into a big smile. So did forwards 
Steven Lorentz and Cedric Paquette as they skated to him. 
Amalie Arena was quiet. 

At that point in Game 4 of the playoff series, with 7:19 left in 
the second period, the Canes had scored their fourth goal of 
the period for a 4-2 lead. That was four pucks past 
Vasilevskiy, the former Vezina Trophy winner and a 2021 
finalist who had given up five total in the first three games. 
That was against the Tampa Bay Lightning, the 2020 Stanley 
Cup champion. 

“We were in a good spot,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. 

The Canes were in position to collect a second straight road 
victory. It all seemed to be falling into place. Would they go 
back to Raleigh with a 2-2 tie in the series, pumped, feeling 
it, having regained the home-ice advantage? 

No, the Canes would not. They couldn’t stay out of the 
penalty box, they suddenly couldn’t stop the Tampa Bay 
power play from scoring, they started making mental errors 
and it all began to unravel, ending in a 6-4 loss that was hard 
for the Canes to stomach. 

Slavin, an alternate captain, tried to say all the right things 
after the debacle, a wild game that started with the Canes’ 
Warren Foegele and Tampa Bay’s Blake Coleman both 
whistled for penalties — before the opening draw. Push, 
shove, whistle, two penalties.  

The penalty on Foegele was not costly for the Canes. Others 
were. 

“We took some bad penalties tonight, and if you give that 
caliber of power play that many chances it’s not a recipe for 
success,” Slavin said. “We’ve got to stay more disciplined 
and play hard but play smart, as well, and not give them 
chances they don’t need. Special teams got us tonight.” 

As Canes forward Jesper Fast said, “We had the momentum 
and it went pretty quickly.” 

It had to be a frustrating game for Brind’Amour. There were 
calls he disagreed with, and there were some he agreed with 
during the game. 

One penalty he did not like was a boarding call against 
Canes forward Jordan Martinook at 9:09 of the second. It 
came four minutes after Fast had followed up a Teuvo 
Teravainen goal with another for a 2-1 lead, and the 
Lightning quickly converted on a Steven Stamkos power-play 
score, his first goal of the game. 

Nor was Brind’Amour happy after Andrei Svechnikov was 
called for roughing Yanni Gourde with 53 seconds left in 
second. Brind’Amour wasn’t so much hot about the 
Svechnikov call as having Tampa Bay defenseman Mikhail 
Sergachev cross-check Sebastian Aho in the back at the 
same spot along the boards, knocking Aho down but not 
being whistled. 

Stamkos scored again on the power play and the Lightning 
had a 5-4 lead to end the second. When Tampa Bay turned 
a Jake Bean turnover into a Nikita Kucherov transition score 
six minutes into the third, it was 6-4 and the Canes were left 
discombobulated and unable to answer. 

“In the second period we started to take over and we had the 
momentum and then we made it a little too hard on 
ourselves, taking too many penalties,” Fast said. “Five on 
five we’re playing good and doing a lot of good things. I really 
believe if we play our way and stay out of the box we’re 
going to turn this series around.” 

The Canes will have an extra day to prepare for Game 5 on 
Tuesday, to mull over what needs to be done. Injured center 
Vincent Trocheck might be able to return, although that 
remains in question. The Canes have time to try and shake 
this loss out of their system and get mentally honed in for the 
next one. 

But one thing the Canes must do to keep their season alive 
is beat the reigning Stanley Cup champions, a team with a 
healthy Kucherov, three straight times.  

Do the Canes have that belief in their room? 

“One hundred percent,” Fast said.
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Hurricanes finally crack Vasilevskiy in wild second period ... then give it all back  

By Luke DeCock  

The Carolina Hurricanes finally cracked Andrei Vasilevskiy. 
Finally had him rattled. Got four goals past him in the first 33 
minutes Saturday, including Jaccob Slavin’s bad-angle goal 
that got over Vasilevskiy’s right shoulder on the short side. 

Then they gave the lead away, and Vasilevskiy was back to 
his old self, stopping the final nine shots he faced after giving 
up four goals on the first 16.  

With Saturday’s 6-4 win to take a 3-1 lead in the series, the 
Tampa Bay Lightning goalie has now won 10 straight in the 
playoffs after a loss, dating back to the Lightning’s sweep at 
the hands of the Columbus Blue Jackets in 2019. 

“You score four in a period and you’re feeling good,” Slavin 
said. “Then the momentum kind of swings. You can’t let that 
happen.” 

It was the first time since 2010 that two teams combined for 
eight or more goals in a playoff period and the 12th time in 
NHL history. 

Phantom penalty 

There were some odd penalty calls in Saturday’s first period, 
and even before the first period. The matching 
unsportsmanlike minors to Warren Foegele and Blake 
Coleman before puck drop meant the opening faceoff was 
taken four-on-four, perhaps a first in NHL playoff history. But 
the strangest one was the rescinded high-sticking call on 
Brady Skjei. 

Skjei clipped Nikita Kucherov in the visor and was escorted 
into the penalty box, only to be released seconds later. The 
NHL never provided an official explanation, but apparently 
one of the linesman made the high-sticking call, not one of 
the referees, and linesmen are only allowed to call four-
minute high-sticking penalties. 

Per the NHL rulebook, one of the very few occasions 
linesmen are allowed to call a penalty is “when it is apparent 

that an injury has resulted from a high-stick that has gone 
undetected by the Referees and requires the assessment of 
a double-minor penalty.” 

So: no blood, no call. And a break for the Hurricanes, who 
ended up killing two actual penalties later in the period 
before the Lightning broke through with three power-play 
goals in the second period. 

Clutch 

Only three players have scored more overtime goals in a 
single postseason than Jordan Staal’s two so far: Maurice 
“Rocket” Richard (1951), Mel Hill (1939), Corey Perry (2017), 
all with three. 

Former Hurricanes defenseman Niclas Wallin, who scored 
four in his career, is one of 56 others with two in a 
postseason, in 2002. 

Ch-ch-ch-changes? 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour has generally resisted 
tinkering with his lineup, with the exception of inserting 
Maxime Lajoie for Jake Gardiner in the first round while 
Slavin was out and the switch to Petr Mrazek in net in Game 
3, but there may be changes ahead with the two-day gap 
between Game 4 and Game 5. 

Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck have two more days 
to recover from their injuries (Trocheck made the trip to 
Tampa, while Niederreiter did not) as does Foegele, who 
played in Game 4 after suffering a shoulder injury in Game 3. 
Alex Nedeljkovic will likely be back in net after Mrazek 
struggled in Game 4. And after yet another game where Jake 
Bean looked overwhelmed -- and was victimized on the 
Lightning’s sixth goal -- it would not be a surprise to see 
Lajoie or Gardiner draw in on defense. 

That’s most likely Gardiner since the Hurricanes can protect 
his matchups at home, but Lajoie showed in the Nashville 
series he’s capable of playing playoff-level defense. At 
forward, Max McCormick remains the next available player.
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Hurricanes, pushed to the brink in Game 4, need more discipline if they’re to keep their 
season alive 

By Sara Civian 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour is becoming notorious 
for his expressiveness in his third year at the helm. Whether 
it’s via blunt comments or eyes bulging out of his head, he’s 
real, he doesn’t seem to know how to not be real, and it’s 
refreshing. I hope he never loses that. 

One thing I’ve noticed the past two seasons, though: He’s 
taken on a bit of an eye roll whenever he’s asked to draw 
comparisons between the Hurricanes of these past three 
seasons and the 2005-06 Hurricanes he captained to a 
Stanley Cup. 

It’s just that there aren’t many on-ice similarities, and that’s 
OK; the league has changed so much. The tangibles of 
championship DNA look a little bit younger and faster now. 
And every team that wins the Cup has a little something 
different to it, something other NHL teams then spend the 
next five years trying to emulate. That’s where the little 
Brind’Amour eye roll comes in. 

But the intangibles it takes to win a Stanley Cup remain the 
same, and resiliency is at the top of the list. It’s also 
something the Canes have been deservedly lauded for all 
season. 

“Nothing’s come easy for this group, ever. Nothing’s ever 
handed to them,” Brind’Amour said after Game 1. 
“Everything they’ve gotten, they’ve earned. There’s never 
been an easy game. It seems like there’s never been 
anything that’s gone easily. Obviously, we’re in the playoffs. 
We’re going to have to go earn every inch of ice that we get, 
every goal. But this group’s always bounced back. So I don’t 
expect anything different.” 

We’re four games in now, and the Hurricanes trail 3-1 in the 
best-of-seven series after a 6-4 loss to the Lightning on 
Saturday. But Brind’Amour’s earlier point holds. That’s 
basically been the story ever since as they’ve faced Andrei 
Vasilevskiy the Giant. The Hurricanes finally copped a win in 
Game 3, and Game 4 on Saturday was giving off the 
resiliency vibes after a rare early comeback thanks to Teuvo 
Teravainen and Jesper Fast at the beginning of the second 
period. Then, they actually earned a two-goal lead in the 
same period thanks to Dougie Hamilton and Jaccob Slavin. 
Would this be a tale of resiliency persevering? 

Judging by my Twitter mentions, y’all don’t need me to 
answer that question — the Canes let a two-goal lead and 
the chance to put a rare L on Vasilevskiy slip away. In 
retrospect, letting a game in which Vasilevskiy allowed four 
goals after the Canes had been knocking to no avail all 
series might be the worst part. 

“We scored four on him,” Brind’Amour said. “We needed to 
win that game. He’s probably not going to let four in again. 

So I just think, again, we weren’t sharp and then we got 
going and the penalties killed us.” 

Yeah, “the penalties killed us” is the game from the 
Hurricanes’ perspective summed up in four words. The 
Canes allowed three goals on six Lightning power-play 
opportunities, and Brind’Amour would agree they were all fair 
penalties. Sometimes the truth is so harsh because it’s so 
simple, and that’s exactly what happened. 

“You can’t give them too many cracks at it, right?” 
Brind’Amour said. “They don’t need a lot of opportunities. 
They get one good look, and it’s going in the net. They’ve got 
guys that can finish — that’s just what they do. That’s the 
story, you can write anything else that you want, you can talk 
about it, that’s the story right there. You can’t take those 
penalties, and we did.” 

In a series that’s been marked by rising tensions and low-
event hockey, the eight-goal second-period floodgates 
opened. The Lightning rose up, doing what they do — finding 
comfort in the uncomfortable, holding a team off and then 
scoring at the perfect time to deflate their opponent. 

Before deflation, the Hurricanes did what they do for a while, 
too. They didn’t allow a Lightning shot on goal for the entire 
first half of the second period — not even on Tampa Bay’s 
power-play opportunity of the period. But that wouldn’t last, 
and Steven Stamkos broke through for a goal on the 
Lightning’s first shot on the second power play of the period 
for a goal. That was basically the game. 

I’m not saying the Lightning aren’t working hard, but I am 
starting to think that quote on all of our eighth-grade 
basketball team T-shirts — “Hard work beats talent when 
talent doesn’t work hard” — is nonsense, at least when you 
get to this level. 

“Hard work doesn’t allow a single shot on goal for 10 
minutes, then talent scores on that one shot” might be a 
more accurate representation of what happened Saturday. 

Regardless, we were looking for a response from the Canes 
when they were down a goal as they headed into the third. 
They responded by allowing another goal. 

“Hockey’s a back-and-forth game, and especially when 
you’re playing that caliber of team, you’re going to have 
those ebbs and flows to the game. Like you said, yeah, when 
you score four in a game, you’re feeling good, and then the 
momentum kind of swings, and you can’t let that happen,” 
Slavin said. “Specialty teams are what got us tonight, and 
you take those out of the game and it’s a different game out 
there. Emotionally, we’ve just got to stay in it. We’ve got to 
continue to do what we can do to control what we can 
control, and that’s our work ethic and how hard we’re 
battling. Everything else is just going to come as it comes. 
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We’ve got to be smarter out there, and just continue to work 
hard.” 

We’ve lauded the resiliency of this team all season, but 
wasting a game when Vasilevskiy let in four goals seems 
especially hard to come back from. The Canes now head 

back to Raleigh for a do-or-die Game 5 on Tuesday. How do 
they keep the series going? 

“We’ve got to be way more disciplined,” Fast said. “They 
came out hard, but in the second period we started to take 
over and we had the momentum, and we made it too hard on 
ourselves by taking too many penalties.”

 

 

 

Lightning’s power play strikes in Game 4, pushes Hurricanes to brink 

Carolina will face elimination in Tuesday's Game 5 after 
losing 6-4 on Saturday 

By Cory Lavalette 

TAMPA, Fla. — The Hurricanes scored four second-period 
goals but it still wasn’t enough to top the Lightning, who 
reeled off four unanswered goals and converted half of their 
power play opportunities to overcome a two-goal deficit and 
win 6-4 in Game 4 of the teams’ second-round playoff series. 

Tampa Bay now leads the series 3-1 and Carolina faces 
elimination in Tuesday’s Game 5 at PNC Arena. Teuvo 
Teravainen, Jesper Fast, Dougie Hamilton and Jaccob 
Slavin scored for the Hurricanes in the loss. 

Three Thoughts 

1. Carolina’s Game 4 fate was determined by two things: 
penalties and an ineffective penalty kill. The Lightning 
converted on three of their six man advantages, all scored in 
the wild second period that saw Carolina go from being up 4-
2 only to trail 5-4 heading into the third. 

“That’s just what they do,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of the Lightning’s power play. “That’s the 
story. You can write anything else you want and talk about it. 
That was the story right there. Can’t take those penalties, 
and we did.” 

The Lightning power play is now 6 of 14 (42.9%) in the series 
and 14 of 34 (41.2%) in the postseason. 

“We got to be way, way more disciplined than we were 
today,” Fast said. 

2. It was about the strangest start to an NHL game possible. 

Before the opening puck drop, Blake Coleman and Warren 
Foegele exchanged shoves that led to the officials 
separating them. When they continued to jostle, both were 
called for unsportsmanlike conduct and sent to the box, 
leading to the game starting at 4-on-4 and both teams 
altering their starting lineups. 

The Lightning then seemed to earn the game’s first power 
play when Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei high-sticked 

Nikita Kucherov. The penalty, however, was called by the 
linesman, and since the high stick was ruled to have not 
caused an injury, the linesman is not allowed to make the 
call, therefore no infraction was called. 

To cap off the bizarre opening 20 minutes, one play was 
whistled dead after the puck disappeared into Jordan Staal’s 
pants. 

3. If the first wasn’t wild enough for you, let me introduce you 
to the second period. 

Twenty-one shots, eight goals, five penalties (including four 
to Carolina) and an in-arena announcer who couldn’t come 
close to keeping up with everything happening on the ice. 

Teravainen and Fast scored goals 39 seconds apart to give 
the Hurricanes a 2-1 lead, but the Tampa Bay power play 
struck for the first of three times in the period when Steven 
Stamkos popped the puck into a vacant net at 9:54 of the 
middle frame. 

Carolina then reeled off two more, this time from their 
defense when Hamilton floated a wrist shot through traffic for 
one and Slavin squeaked a bad-angle shot over the right 
shoulder of Andrei Vasilevskiy (21 saves) to establish a two-
goal lead. 

But the Lightning roared back with three goals — including 
two more on the power play — in the final 5:22 of the period 
to regain the lead and make it 5-4 after two periods. 

It left the Hurricanes looking shell-shocked that their chance 
to even the series had seemingly evaporated from the heat 
of the Lightning’s power play. 

“Hockey is a back-and-forth game,” Slavin said, “and 
especially when you’re playing that caliber of team you’re 
gonna have those ebbs and flows to the game. You score 
four in a period, you’re feeling good, and then and then the 
momentum kind of swings, and you can’t let that happen.” 

Number To Know 

19 — Times in Vasilevskiy’s NHL career he had allowed four 
or more goals on 25 or fewer shots. He was 2-13-1 in the 
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regular season and 0-3 in the postseason when having such 
a game until the Lightning rallied to win Saturday. 

“I think that was an opportunity where maybe he wasn’t as 
sharp,” Brind’Amour said of the Hurricanes’ failing to 
capitalize on Vasilevskiy’s below-average performance. ”We 
scored four on him. We probably needed to win that game.” 

Petr Mrazek (20 saves), meanwhile, looked like he was 
going to put on another spectacular performance early in the 
game. But as the Hurricanes unraveled with a lack of 
discipline and porous penalty kill, so too did Mrazek. 

It leaves Brind’Amour with another tough goalie decision. 
The coach could go back to Alex Nedeljkovic, who lost 
Games 1 & 2 but only allowed four total goals. Or he could 
stick with Mrazek and hope his performance from his first 
four-plus periods of the series returns rather than the goalie 
who gave up four goals in nine shots in a 9:43 stretch of the 
second period. 

“I don’t know,” Brind’Amour said of his impending choice. 
“We’ll look at it and make a decision on that day we play or 
the day before, whatever. Yeah, he was good early because 
we weren’t at our best at the start.” 

They Said It 

“One hundred percent. Like I said, I fully believe that if we 
play our way and stay out of the box, we’re gonna turn this 
series around.” 

— Hurricanes forward Jesper Fast on if the Hurricanes can 
beat the defending Stanley Cup champions in three straight 
games 

Plus 

Jaccob Slavin, Hurricanes defenseman — Don’t pin the 
struggles of the Hurricanes’ penalty kill on Slavin. Carolina’s 
top defender played 3:18 shorthanded and wasn’t on the ice 
for any of the Lightning’s three power play tallies. Slavin also 
found the smallest of spaces to score his goal over 
Vasilevskiy’s shoulder and added an assist on Fast’s goal in 
the second in the loss. 

Minus 

Andrei Svechnikov, Hurricanes forward — We could talk all 
day about the officiating, which left something to be desired. 
But one player taking three minor penalties against the 
Lightning is not the recipe for success. Svechnikov’s third 
penalty, a rough to Tampa Bay’s Yanni Gourde, was a 
particularly unnecessary infraction and led to Stamkos’ 
game-winner with 23 seconds left in the second period. 

Svechnikov did earn two secondary assists and has factored 
in on five of the Hurricanes’ nine goals in the series, but the 
Hurricanes need him to stay out of the box.
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Game 4: Canes fall to Lightning 6-4 

By Joe Giglio 

Resiliency has been the hallmark of the Carolina Hurricanes 
under coach Rod Brind'Amour. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning showed some resiliency of their 
own on Saturday and it leaves the Canes on the brink of 
being eliminated from the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

So many times in the past three years under Brind'Amour, 
the Canes have taken a punch and been able to punch right 
back. The Lightning, after falling behind 4-2 in the second 
period, fought back for a 6-4 win in Game 4. 

The Lightning now lead the series 3 games to 1 and need 
only one more win to eliminate the Canes and move on in 
pursuit of their second straight Stanley Cup. 

In the middle of a wild second period, it looked like the 
Canes were going to come home for Game 5 on Tuesday at 
PNC Arena with the series tied at 2-2. 

To put a spin on the old saying: a series doesn't really start 
until the home team wins. 

Tampa Bay, last year's Cup winners, did just that with a 
lethal power play that produced three goals in an insane 
second period. 

How crazy was it? 

The two teams combined to score six goals in the first two 
games of their Stanley Cup playoff series in Raleigh. They 
combined for eight — in the second period alone. 

Nikita Kucherov and Steve Stamkos each scored twice for 
the Lightning. Stamkos' second goal, with 23 seconds left in 
the period, turned out to be the game-winner and came after 
a foolish penalty by Andrei Svechnikov. 

The Canes got goals from Teuvo Teravainen, Jesper Fast, 
Dougie Hamilton and Jaccob Slavin in the second period. 

Fast's goal at 5:09 in the second, put the Canes up 2-1. The 
wild back-and-forth between the Central Division teams was 
just starting. 

Stamkos answered on his first goal of the series after Canes 
goalie Petr Mrazek couldn't control an initial shot on the 
power play. 

The Canes got the next goals with long wrister from Hamilton 
at 10:35 and a quick follow-up from his defensive partner 
Slavin at 12:41 for a 4-2 lead. 

But the Lightning scored the next three goals, a pair on the 
power play and a knuckle-puck shot from Tyler Johnson at 
17:10, which was one of the only goals Mrazek had a real 
chance to stop. 

The game started oddly enough with with matching penalties 
for Carolina's Warren Foegele and Tampa Bay's Blake 
Coleman so it was 4-on-4 before the puck dropped. Then the 
Canes also had to kill off an early penalty on Jordan Staal. 

Tampa Bay got a tap-in goal by Brayden Point at 14:24 of 
the first period after a beautiful pass from Ondrej Palat for a 
1-0 lead. 

The floodgates opened, on both sides, in the second period 
but the Canes were unable to take Tampa Bay's last punch. 

Second round 

(Tampa Bay leads 3-1) 

Game 1: Lightning 2, Canes 1 

Game 2: Lightning 2, Canes 1 

Game 3: Canes 3, Lightning 2 (OT) 

Game 4: Lightning 6, Canes 4 

Game 5: at Carolina (Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.) 

Game 6: x-at Tampa Bay (Thursday) 

Game 7: x-at Carolina (June 12) 

Note: x-if necessary
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Game 4 Recap: Canes Lose Two-Goal Lead, Fall in 3-1 Series Hole 

Tampa Bay scores four unanswered goals in 6-4 final 

By Michael Smith 

TAMPA - The Carolina Hurricanes had a two-goal lead in the 
second period, but the Tampa Bay Lightning stormed back 
and scored four unanswered goals to take Game 4, 6-4. 

The Difference 

Game 4 played out in almost three distinct acts, and the 
Canes unfortunately might have let one slip away, especially 
when putting four pucks by Andrei Vasilevskiy, all at 5-on-5 
play. 

The Lightning came out in the first period looking like a team 
that didn't lose consecutive games in the 2020 playoffs and 
has yet to do so again this year, and they took advantage of 
their early jump by netting the first goal of the game. It was 
the first time this series that a team scored in the first period 
and the eighth time in 10 games that the Canes have been 
scored on first. 

But it was still just a 1-0 game with plenty of hockey left to 
play, so the Canes regrouped and came out a much better 
team in the second. 

"We wanted to come out harder than we did in the first," 
Jesper Fast said. "We had the momentum, and suddenly it 
went pretty quickly." 

Maybe the most frustrating part of the game was how quickly 
the Canes saw their momentum slip away from them. The 
Bolts' ever-dangerous power play only grew stronger the 
more it hopped over the boards. 

"We weren't sharp, and then we got going," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "We had some good momentum, and the 
penalties killed us." 

Up 4-2, the Canes then surrendered three goals, two of 
which were scored on the power play, in the span of five 
minutes late in the second period. 

"We knew coming in you couldn't take penalties against 
these guys, and we were taking them. I think there was some 
frustration on the guys' part and mine. They were penalties, 
but there were definitely some the other way getting let go," 
Brind'Amour said. "You can't take the penalties, no matter if 
you're getting calls or not." 

The third act was the Lightning shutting the Canes down in 
the third period, stymieing any good chance they had of 
mounting a comeback and pushing them to the brink of 
elimination. 

"Hockey is a back-and-forth game, especially when you're 
playing that caliber of team. You're going to have those ebbs 

and flows in the game," Jaccob Slavin said. "You score four 
in a period, and you're feeling good. Then the momentum 
kind of swings. You can't let that happen." 

The simple difference was once again special teams: The 
Lightning scored on their last three power plays of the game 
and finished 3-for-6 on the evening. 

"We took some bad penalties tonight. If you give that caliber 
of power play that many chances, it's not a recipe for 
success," Slavin said. "We've just got to stay more 
disciplined. Play hard, but play smart, as well." 

"You can't give them too many cracks at it, right? They don't 
need a lot of opportunities. … They've got guys who can 
finish. That's what they do. That's the story," Brind'Amour 
said. "We can't take those penalties, and we did." 

The Second Period 

So, let's talk about the wild ride that was the second period, 
the highest scoring period of playoff hockey since 2010. 

After combining to score 11 goals in the first three games of 
the series, the Canes and Lightning then scored eight goals 
in the second period of Game 4 alone. 

Having killed their third straight penalty of the game, the 
Canes were buzzing with momentum. Jordan Staal got in on 
the forecheck and won a board battle. Andrei Svechnikov 
then did the same and spun the puck down low to Staal, who 
located Teuvo Teravainen in the slot for the one-time finish. 

Just 39 seconds after Teravainen got the Canes on the 
board, Fast put his team ahead. Jordan Martinook dropped 
the puck off at the point for Slavin and then redirected the 
puck in the slot. The biscuit kicked off the skate of Jan Rutta 
in front of the net, and Fast spun to sweep in his first of the 
postseason. 

Steven Stamkos evened the score at two on the power play, 
but the Canes got the goal back just 41 seconds later, the 
culmination of another relentless bump-up shift. The Canes 
rolled around with the puck down low before working it up to 
the point, where Hamilton rotated and let go of a wrister that 
found its way through traffic and eluded Vasilevskiy. 

The Canes' top defensive pair wasn't done scoring. Just 2:06 
after Hamilton restored the Canes' lead, his defensive 
partner doubled it to 4-2. 

Cedric Paquette settled the puck at the point and faked shot 
before sliding it over to Slavin, who walked down the left-side 
wall and snuck a shot through Vasilevskiy from a seemingly 
impossible angle. 
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The Canes outscored the Lightning 4-1 at 5-on-5 in the 
second period, but Tampa's lethal power play connected 
three straight times. 

"They're really good on the power play. We've got to be way 
more disciplined than we were today," Fast said. "5-on-5, we 
played good. We did a lot of good things. I really believe that 
if we play our way and stay out of the box, we can turn this 
series around." 

Stats Pack 

7: The Canes scored four goals in a single postseason 
period for the seventh time in franchise history and third 
since the team relocated to North Carolina. 

9: Nine goals is the Stanley Cup Playoffs record for most 
goals scored by two teams in a single period, last achieved 
in 1990. 

10: Ten different skaters recorded at least a point for the 
Canes. Slavin (1g, 1a) and Svechnikov (2a) finished with 
multi-point efforts. 

Quote of the Night 

"Emotionally, we've got to stay in it and do what we can to 
control what we can control, and that's our work ethic. … 
We've got to be smarter out there and continue to work 
hard." - Jaccob Slavin 

Up Next 

It's the first of three consecutive must-win games for the 
Canes when the puck drops in Game 5 at 6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday in Raleigh.

 

 

 

Matthews, Slavin, Spurgeon named Lady Byng Trophy finalists 

Maple Leafs center, Hurricanes, Wild defensemen up for 
award given for gentlemanly play 

By David Satriano 

Auston Matthews, Jaccob Slavin and Jared Spurgeon were 
named finalists for the Lady Byng Trophy on Saturday. 

The award is given annually to the player voted best to 
combine sportsmanship, gentlemanly conduct and ability as 
voted on by the Professional Hockey Writers Association. 
The winner will be announced as part of the 2021 NHL 
Awards presented by Bridgestone during the Stanley Cup 
Semifinals or Stanley Cup Final. 

Matthews led the NHL in goals (41) and game-winning goals 
(12) and tied for fifth in points (66) in 52 games for the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. He was plus-21 averaging 21:33 of ice 
time per game and was assessed five minor penalties in 52 
games. The center was assessed four minor penalties in 
2019-20 and has 56 penalty minutes in his five-season NHL 
career. He never has had more than 14 penalty minutes in a 
season. 

Matthews helped Toronto (35-14-7) finish first in the seven-
team Scotia North Division and qualify for the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs for the fifth straight season. It is the second time 
Matthews has been a finalist for the Lady Byng; he was 
second in the voting last season. Matthews would be the first 

Maple Leafs player to win the award since Alexander 
Mogilny in 2002-03. 

Slavin, who led the Carolina Hurricanes in ice time per game 
(22:59) during the regular season, was assessed one minor 
penalty in 52 games while often playing against the 
opponent's top line. The defenseman scored 15 points (three 
goals, 12 assists) and was plus-22. He also averaged 2:43 of 
shorthanded ice time per game. 

Slavin led Carolina (36-12-8) to first place in the eight-team 
Discover Central Division to qualify for the playoffs for the 
third straight season. A first-time finalist, he would be the first 
Hurricanes player to win the award since Ron Francis in 
2001-02 and the first defenseman to win it since Brian 
Campbell with the Chicago Blackhawks in 2011-12. 

Spurgeon led Minnesota Wild defensemen with 25 points 
(seven goals, 18 assists) and was fourth on the Wild in ice 
time per game (22:05). He was assessed three minor 
penalties in 54 games. He helped Minnesota (35-16-5) 
qualify for the playoffs for the eighth time in nine seasons. A 
first-time finalist, he would be the first Wild/Minnesota North 
Stars player to win the award. 

Nathan MacKinnon of the Colorado Avalanche won the Lady 
Byng Trophy last season.
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Lightning rally to win Game 4, push Hurricanes to brink in second round 

Score four straight goals; Stamkos, Kucherov each has two 
goals, assist 

By Corey Long 

TAMPA -- Nikita Kucherov and Steven Stamkos each had 
two goals and an assist, and the Tampa Bay Lightning 
extended their lead in the Stanley Cup Second Round with a 
6-4 win in Game 4 against the Carolina Hurricanes at Amalie 
Arena on Saturday. 

The defending Stanley Cup champions trailed 4-2 in the 
second period before scoring four straight goals. 

"You could see the guys responding well, the bench stayed 
calm," Kucherov said. "We knew what to do, we just had to 
make that switch and start playing the right way. Take care 
of our zone and create some chances down there and that's 
what we did." 

Brayden Point and Tyler Johnson scored for the Lightning, 
the No. 3 seed in the Discover Central Division. Andrei 
Vasilevskiy made 21 saves. 

Jaccob Slavin had a goal and an assist for the Hurricanes, 
the No. 1 seed. Petr Mrazek made 20 saves. 

Game 5 in the best-of-7 series is Tuesday at Carolina (6:30 
p.m. ET; NBCSN, SN, TVAS). 

"The first period wasn't great, but obviously we fought back 
and we were in good spots,' Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "Obviously the penalties were what turned 
the game. That's the game in a nutshell. You can't take six 
penalties and that's what happened." 

Point gave the Lightning a 1-0 lead at 14:24 of the first 
period, scoring off a backdoor pass from Ondrej Palat. 

Teuvo Teravainen tied it 1-1 at 4:30 of the second period 
with a one-timer from the hash marks off a pass from Jordan 
Staal. 

Jesper Fast gave Carolina a 2-1 lead at 5:09 with a 
sweeping shot from the crease. 

"We wanted to come out harder than we did in the first," Fast 
said. "We played the right way, got a goal. We're up 4-2, had 
the momentum, and it went pretty quick there when they 
scored three straight goals. It's tough, but we have to find a 
way to bounce back. Unfortunately, we didn't." 

Stamkos tied it 2-2 with a power-play goal at 9:54. 

Dougie Hamilton scored from the point at 10:35 to put the 
Hurricanes ahead 3-2, and Slavin scored at 12:41 to make it 
4-2. 

"We score four on [Vasilevskiy], we need to win that game," 
Brind'Amour said. "He's probably not going to let four in 

again. I just think, again, the other day, we weren't sharp, 
then we got going. We had some good momentum and the 
penalties killed us." 

Kucherov made it 4-3 with a power-play goal at 14:38. 
Johnson tied it 4-4 with a wrist shot from the top of the right 
face-off circle at 17:10.  

Stamkos scored on a one-timer off a pass from Kucherov at 
19:37 for the Lightning's third power-play goal of the period 
to make it 5-4. 

"Eight goals scored, probably the craziest playoff period you 
are going to see the rest of the way," Stamkos said. 
"Certainly exciting for the fans, but I give our guys credit, we 
go down two goals on a couple of unfortunate bounces, I 
didn't think we were really playing our game. We just kind of 
talked about staying in the moment, we get a couple of 
power-play goals late and capitalized." 

Kucherov extended the lead to 6-4 at 6:01 of the third period 
with a one-timer off a pass from Palat. 

"He was just making plays all over the place," Lightning 
coach Jon Cooper said of Kucherov. "I thought he might've 
been the best player on the ice tonight. When 'Kuch' is doing 
some of the stuff he did tonight, he's borderline unstoppable. 
It's great to see him do what he did tonight because we 
definitely needed him." 

With a two-goal lead, the Lightning held the Hurricanes 
without a shot on goal for a span of 10:59 during the period.  

"I really liked the way we played in the third period, we have 
to kind of use that and harness that and play that way the 
entire game," Lightning forward Alex Killorn said. "I think 
when we had the lead we played really structured hockey. 
It's not like we're sitting back, we're still being aggressive, 
you just have to be in the right spots with good positioning 
and good structure. I thought for most of the third period that 
was really good." 

Johnson said, "We have to be a lot better defensively than 
what we were. But I think it says a lot about our group and 
our character that we didn't let it faze us. We took a breath 
and got back in it collectively as a group." 

NOTES: The Lightning have won nine consecutive playoff 
games after a loss and six consecutive Game 4s in a best-of-
7 series. ... Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov had two 
assists. ... Vasilevskiy is 40-25 in 67 postseason games. ... 
Carolina scored four goals in a postseason period for the 
seventh time, third since relocating from the Hartford 
Whalers. ... Point became the seventh Lightning player to 
score 60 playoff points.
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Lightning depth shines again in Game 4 win against Hurricanes 

Continue to get contributions throughout lineup, push 
Carolina to brink 

By Dan Rosen 

The Tampa Bay Lightning are once again flying through the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs without any passengers. 

The defending Stanley Cup champions are one win from 
their sixth straight postseason series victory, up 3-1 in the 
Stanley Cup Second Round against the Carolina Hurricanes, 
because they're getting contributions up and down the lineup 
each game. 

Game 5 of the best-of-7 series is at Carolina on Tuesday 
(6:30 p.m. ET; NBCSN, SN, TVAS). 

"What makes really good teams really good is depth," 
Lightning captain Steven Stamkos said. "We saw that last 
year on the run. We've seen it in previous runs. We're seeing 
it again now. That's why we're a good team." 

In Game 4 on Saturday, it was fourth-line center Tyler 
Johnson who scored the tying goal at 17:10 of the second 
period, with assists from linemates Ross Colton and Pat 
Maroon, in a 6-4 win at Amalie Arena in Tampa, Florida. 

"It's such a big goal," forward Alex Killorn said. "When that 
line, they're playing well, he scores a huge goal for us going 
into the third period, it's great. It's not like those guys have to 
do it every night, but you have lines that can do it every night 
so you don't have to rely on any one (line)." 

Johnson had to clear waivers twice before the season began 
just to get a chance to play a reduced role from what he's 
been used to with the Lightning. 

Stamkos praised his work ethic, saying it's contagious. 

"Not a lot of people see what goes on behind the scenes 
especially this year with how tough it has been for 'Johnny' 
with all those rumors and everything happening, the 
waivers," Stamkos said. "He just comes in and he puts in the 
work. He's been a huge part of this team for a really long 
time and had some unbelievable playoff runs with us. Scores 
another big playoff goal." 

In Game 1 against Carolina, a 2-1 Tampa Bay win, it was 
third-line forward Barclay Goodrow who scored the winning 
goal in what was his second game back after missing the 
first five in the playoffs with an upper-body injury. 

Anthony Cirelli scored the winner in Game 2, also a 2-1 win. 
He hadn't scored in 28 straight games before scoring in 
Game 3 of the first round. 

Killorn scored in Game 2 and again in Game 3, a 3-2 
overtime loss. He has scored six goals in the postseason. 

"You just listed off multiple games so as a coach if that's 
happening it means you're playing multiple games in the 

playoffs, which is a good thing," Lightning coach Jon Cooper 
said. 

Tampa Bay isn't winning solely because of its depth, of 
course. The big boys have stepped up in a big way too. 

Stamkos and Nikita Kucherov each scored two goals and 
had an assist in Game 4. Kucherov leads the NHL with 17 
points (five goals, 12 assists) in the playoffs. 

Cooper said he thought Kucherov took over Game 4 in the 
second period as Tampa Bay mounted its comeback from 
down 4-2. 

He scored on the power play at 14:38 to make it 4-3 
Hurricanes and had the primary assist on Stamkos' power-
play goal at 19:37 to give the Lightning a 5-4 lead. He scored 
again at 6:01 of the third period to make it 6-4. 

"When 'Kuch' is doing some of the stuff he did tonight, he's 
borderline unstoppable," Cooper said. "It was great to see 
him do what he did tonight because we definitely needed 
him." 

There's more. 

Brayden Point had a goal and an assist in Game 4, giving 
him 11 points (seven goals, four assists) in 10 games. 
Defenseman Victor Hedman had another assist, his 11th this 
postseason, but he also started the breakout that led to 
Johnson's goal. 

"At this time of the year, you check your ego at the door, it's 
all about wins," Stamkos said. "You need your top players, 
obviously, to play really well; we've seen that time in and 
time out, last year, this year so far. Everyone fills a role on 
this team and everyone is feeling good about themselves 
coming into games knowing what they have to do." 

The list of contributors stretches off the score sheet too. 

Defenseman Ryan McDonagh has 11 blocked shots and is 
averaging 23:48 of ice time in the four games against 
Carolina. Erik Cernak, also a defenseman, leads Tampa Bay 
with 14 hits and has two assists in the series. 

The third line of Goodrow, Blake Coleman and Yanni Gourde 
is regularly extending shifts in the offensive zone. 

All but Gourde are regulars on the penalty kill, which was 2-
for-2 in Game 4. 

"It's the lessons that we've learned in years past, we keep 
implementing them," Johnson said. "We're a really close 
team. We're a family. You see guys sacrificing their body and 
everything just to help the guy next to them, that goes a long 
way. Everyone has the same goal and that's what we're 
working toward."
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Hurricanes let down by penalty kill in Game 4 loss to Lightning 

Pushed to brink in series after allowing three goals on six 
opportunities 

By Tracey Myers 

The Carolina Hurricanes were looking good in the second 
period against the Tampa Bay Lightning on Saturday, 
scoring four goals in a span of 8:11 and holding a two-goal 
lead at 12:41. 

It didn't last. 

The Hurricanes took too many penalties throughout the 
game, went on the kill six times and allowed three power-
play goals in the second period in their 6-4 loss in Game 4 of 
the Stanley Cup Second Round at Amalie Arena in Tampa. 

"We knew coming in, you can't take penalties against these 
guys, and we were taking them," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "There were frustrations on the guys' part 
and mine that there were penalties, but there were definitely 
some the other way. That's where the frustration was 
happening. But again, you can't take the penalties, no matter 
if you're getting calls or not. You just can't take the risk, I 
guess, is the best way to put it." 

The Hurricanes trail the defending Stanley Cup champions in 
the best-of-7 series with Game 5 is at Carolina on Tuesday 
(6:30 p.m. ET; NBCSN, SN, TVAS). 

The Hurricanes took 198 penalties in the regular season (tied 
for 16th in NHL) and their penalty kill was third (150-for-176, 
85.2 percent). They've taken 48 penalties in the playoffs, 
second to the Lightning (49), and are ninth on the penalty kill 
(31-of-40, 77.5 percent). 

Tampa Bay's power play was ninth in the regular season 
(40-for-180, 22.2 percent) and is second in the playoffs (14-
for-34, 41.2 percent) behind the Colorado Avalanche (11-of-
25, 44.0 percent).  

"We have to be way more disciplined," Hurricanes forward 
Jesper Fast said. "They came out hard, but in the second 

period we start to take over and we made it too hard on 
ourselves by taking too many penalties."  

Goalie Petr Mrazek also struggled. Starting his second 
straight game after not playing since May 10, he allowed six 
goals on 26 shots. Brind'Amour said he considered pulling 
Mrazek to start the third period. 

"He's a battler. I know he doesn't want to come out of a 
game like that," Brind'Amour said. "So we didn't [pull him]." 

Jaccob Slavin scored his first goal of the playoffs to give 
Carolina a 4-2 lead at 12:41 of the second period, but 
defenseman Jake Bean was called for holding at 14:11 and 
Lightning forward Nikita Kucherov scored 27 seconds into 
the power play to cut the lead to 4-3. 

Tyler Johnson tied the game 4-4 at 17:10 and, after Carolina 
forward Andrei Svechnikov was called for roughing at 19:07, 
Steven Stamkos gave Tampa Bay a 5-4 lead at 19:37. 

Stamkos also scored with the man-advantage at 9:54 of the 
second to tie it 2-2. 

The Hurricanes killed the Lightning's first three power plays, 
two in the first period and one early in the second. 

"I think if you just give that caliber a power play that many 
chances, they're bound to get some bounces," Slavin said. 
"There were a couple of bad bounces, the first power-play 
goal, [shot] off the crossbar, that's a funky bounce. You just 
can't give them that many chances." 

The Hurricanes have never won a best-of-7 series in four 
times after trailing 3-1. They believe they can come back 
against the Lightning, but they must be much more 
disciplined. 

"I mean, 5-on-5 we were playing good," Fast said. "I felt like 
we were doing good things. I really believe if we play our way 
and stay out of the box, we're going to turn this series 
around."
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Kucherov, Stamkos shine, lift Lightning over Hurricanes 6-4 

By Fred Goodall 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Just when it seemed the game might 
be slipping away, Nikita Kucherov asserted himself for the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Two goals and an assist later Saturday, the resilient, 
defending Stanley Cup champions had a 6-4 victory and a 3-
1 lead in their second-round playoff series against the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

“To be honest, he might have taken the game over,” 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “Clearly we lost control a 
little bit in the second period, and he’d been hit in a tough 
manner by one of their guys, and he just channeled his 
energy the right way.  

“It was a 5-on-5 shift and he was just a beast out there. Then 
we had our power-play opportunities, and he was just 
making plays all over the place. He might have been the best 
player on the ice tonight. When Kuch is doing some of the 
stuff he did, he’s borderline unstoppable.” 

Kucherov and Steven Stamkos each had a pair of goals and 
an assist, and the Lightning improved to 10-0 in games 
following a playoff loss over the past two postseasons. Game 
5 is Tuesday night at Carolina. 

Each team scored four goals in the second, with the 
Lightning turning a 4-2 deficit into a 5-4 lead. Stamkos and 
Kucherov scored on the power play and Tyler Johnson also 
beat Petr Mrazek in the final 5:22 of the period. 

Teuvo Teravainen, Jesper Fast, Dougie Hamilton and 
Jaccob Slavin scored in the second for the Hurricanes. They 
hurt themselves by taking bad penalty after bad penalty while 
giving the Lightning six power-play opportunities. 

“If you give that caliber of power play that many chances, it’s 
not a recipe for success,” Slavin said. “We’ve just got to stay 
more disciplined and play hard, but play smart as well and 
not give them chances that they don’t need.”  

Tampa Bay finished 3 of 6 on the power play, and it has 
scored five times with the man advantage in the last two 
games. 

Carolina had its highest scoring game of the series, too. But 
the Hurricanes were 0 for 2 on the power play and struggled 
after going up 4-2 on Slavin’s goal at 12:41 of the second. 

“It’s weird. There were 11 goals in the series and to see eight 
go in in the second period, that was chaotic, it was a circus 
out there,” Cooper said. “But definitely no refunds after that 
one. Take your coach’s hat off. That was one helluva 
entertaining second period.” 

Vezina Trophy finalist Andrei Vasilevskiy weathered the 
Hurricanes’ scoring barrage and didn’t allow another goal the 
rest of the way. He finished with 21 saves. 

Carolina Rod Brind’Amour didn’t take solace in finally 
breaking through against Vasilevskiy, who allowed five goals 
in the first three games combined. 

“To be honest ... I think that was an opportunity where 
maybe he wasn’t his sharpest, and we scored four on him – 
we need to win that game. He’s probably not going to let four 
in again,” Brind’Amour said. 

Kucherov, who has 17 points in 10 playoff games this year, 
began the comeback with a power-play goal. Johnson made 
it 4-4 before Stamkos netted his second power-play goal of 
the period. 

Kucherov scored off a nice pass from Ondrej Palat for a 6-4 
lead just over six minutes into the final period. 

Mrazek stopped just 20 of 26 shots after making his first start 
of this postseason and getting a 3-2 overtime win in Game 3.  

SLOW STARTERS 

The Hurricanes yielded the first goal for the eighth time in 10 
games this postseason. Carolina went six straight games 
giving up the first goal until taking a 2-0 lead against the 
Lightning in Game 3. 

The Lightning are 7-1 when they scored first this postseason, 
and 0-2 when they don’t. 

STILL MISSING 

The Hurricanes played again without center Vincent 
Trocheck, who was injured during Game 2 when he collided 
with teammate Warren Foegele and limped off the ice. Nino 
Niederreiter remained sidelined, too, meaning Carolina was 
without its second- and third-leading goal scorers from the 
regular season. Foegele did play Saturday after suffering an 
upper-body injury in a collision with Lightning defenseman 
Erik Cernak. Meanwhile, Tampa Bay defenseman David 
Savard was back in the lineup after missing three games 
with an undisclosed upper-body injury.
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Hurricanes’ poor discipline proves costly in ‘chaotic’ Game 4 vs. Lightning 

The Tampa Bay Lightning defeated the Carolina Hurricanes 
6-4 in Game 4 as the two teams combined for 8 goals in the 
second period. 

By Eric Francis 

Steven Stamkos said it was, “probably the craziest playoff 
period you’re going to see the rest of the way.” 

Jon Cooper agreed, comparing it to The Hulk roller coaster 
at Universal Orlando.  

“That was chaotic — it was a damn circus out there,” smiled 
the Lightning coach. “But, definitely no refunds after that one. 
Take your coach’s hat off, it was one hell of an entertaining 
second period.” 

In a tight-checking series against Carolina, in which both 
teams have repeatedly lamented how little room there is to 
make plays, it all suddenly unfolded into a hockey fan’s 
dream. 

Eight goals in a single period, the first time in 11 years an 
NHL playoff game has seen anything like it. 

Four from the Hurricanes and four from the host Bolts. 

How wonderful that a fairly packed arena by the bay got to 
experience it live. 

In fact, the raucous gathering likely did well to spur the 
madness on, as the hosts rallied from a 4-2 deficit with four 
unanswered goals in a 6-4 win. 

In a series that featured just 11 goals in the previous three 
games, few could have predicted the turn of events, 
especially since Cooper and Co. won the Stanley Cup a year 
earlier by making a concerted effort to avoid such rampant 
red lighting. 

As Tyler Johnson put it, “it’s not our bread and butter — it’s 
not what our team preaches. We have to be better 
defensively.” 

Okay, we get it — defence wins championships. 

But on a team spearheaded by Nikita Kucherov, Brayden 
Point and Stamkos (who combined for five goals and eight 
points) we had to ask Cooper if we are really supposed to 
believe he’d prefer his team avoids the odd pond hockey 
production. 

“There was a time we were kind of the greatest show on ice 
a few years ago, and many times those ended up in 
disappointing playoff outs,” explained the coach. “Probably 
why we’ve had success the last couple years is the team has 
this ability to win in different ways. If you want to get into a 
shootout we have a group that can do it that way. But it’s not 
ideal. We really have this true belief that it’s what you keep 
out of your net and not how much you put in the other net. 
We try to live by that. 

“Does it always go by plan? No. But if you want to go far it’s 
just the mentality you have to have. If you’re defending and 
you’re checking, eventually your skill takes over at some 
point and we’ve been fortunate the last couple springs we’ve 
been able to rise above whether it’s a close checking game 
or the high flying, high scoring game.” 

Point’s first-period strike marked the first time in the series a 
team scored in the opening frame. 

Early in the second Teuvo Teravainen and Jesper Fast 
scored 39 seconds apart for the ’Canes before Stamkos and 
Dougie Hamilton traded goals by the midway mark.  

Jaccob Slavin’s sharp-angled snipe gave Carolina a two-goal 
cushion that appeared to have turned the series around, with 
the Lightning facing the possibility of seeing the series tied 2-
2. 

Then something curious happened: Rod Brind’Amour’s boys 
forgot the golden rule when facing Tampa. 

Don’t take penalties. 

All told the visitors took five in the period, including several 
bad ones. 

Kucherov’s strike with Jake Bean in the box sparked the 
crowd and the bench, as part of a three-point effort from the 
playoff scoring leader whose club finished the night 3-of-6 on 
a power play now operating at 41 per cent this spring. 

A roof job by fourth line luxury Johnson was followed by 
another Stamkos power play goal before the second period 
ended with the hosts up 5-4. 

“To be honest he may have taken the game over,” said 
Cooper of Kucherov, whose early third-period goal gave the 
Lightning a 3-1 series stranglehold.  

“There was a point in the second period we clearly lost 
control and he had been hit in a tough manner by one of their 
guys and he just channelled all his energy in the right way. It 
was a 5-on-5 shift and he was just a beast out there. Then 
we had our power play opportunities and he was just making 
plays all over the place. I thought he might have been the 
best player on the ice tonight, and when Kuch is doing some 
of the things he was doing tonight he’s borderline 
unstoppable. 

“It was great to see him do what he did tonight because we 
definitely needed him.” 

What Carolina needed was some goaltending, as Game 3 
hero Petr Mrazek definitely played like he’d had only one 
start in almost a month, stopping just 20 of 26 shots. 

Expect rookie sensation Alex Nedeljkovic to start Game 5 in 
Raleigh Tuesday. 

And expect discipline to be top of mind for the Hurricanes, or 
this series ends in five.
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Lightning push Hurricanes to brink after wild second period of Game 4 

By James O'Brien  

To start this series, we saw two 2-1 and one 3-2 contests. 
So, of course the Hurricanes and Lightning turned Game 4 
into a dizzying shooting gallery. 

More than once, it looked like Carolina would tie this Second 
Round series 2-2. Instead, the Lightning power play burned 
the Hurricanes, and Tampa’s top stars did the rest to win 
Game 4 by a score of 6-4. With that, the Lightning are up 3-1 
in the series, and the Hurricanes are on the brink of 
elimination. 

Tight to start and finish 

Through the first period of Game 4, the Lightning were 
outplaying the Hurricanes, including taking a 1-0 lead on 
another Brayden Point tap-in goal. It seemed like we might 
see yet another tight, low-scoring contest in this series. 

Uh … nope. 

Instead, the two teams sandwiched a zany second period 
between two fairly conventional ones in Game 4. 

Wild second period in Game 4 of Lightning – Hurricanes 

The Lightning and Hurricanes kept trading haymakers in the 
second period of Game 4, and credit Carolina for shaking off 
some serious body-blows. For a while, at least. 

After struggling to solve Andrei Vasilevskiy for much of this 
series, both goalies face a barrage of chances. After a 
beautiful passing play by the Hurricanes’ top line, Teuvo 
Teravainen made it 1-1. Just 39 seconds later, Jesper Fast 
gave Carolina a 2-1 lead. It would also go fast. 

Generally speaking, the Hurricanes kept pouring it on, but 
also arguably were guilty of self-inflicted wounds in giving the 
deadly Lightning power play too many chances. 

To tie things up 2-2, Steven Stamkos connected on the PP. 
Dougie Hamilton‘s finally starting to make an impact 
offensively, scoring a 3-2 goal. Then we saw a rare groaner 
allowed by Vasilevskiy, although Lady Byng finalist Jaccob 
Slavin deserves credit for a heck of a shot for the 4-2 tally. 

You’d think that 4-2 lead would give Carolina a little 
clearance. Another nope. 

On another power play, Nikita Kucherov scored a PPG. Then 
Tyler Johnson scored an all-too-rare goal on a funky one 
Petr Mrazek would surely want back. 

When Tampa Bay received another power-play opportunity 
late in the period, you half-expected that man advantage to 
spill over into the third. Yet another nope. 

Stamkos scored on the power play again to give the 
Lightning a 5-4 lead. Starting with that Teravainen goal 4:30 
into the second, the Lightning and Hurricanes combined for 
eight goals. Wow. 

Discipline still a problem for Carolina? 

Heading into Game 4, the Hurricanes topped the 2021 
Stanley Cup Playoffs with 34 times shorthanded, three more 
than the Lightning. Through that second period, the Lightning 
went 3-for-6 on the power play, while the Hurricanes failed 
on their only opportunity. 

You can certainly quibble with a call or two. But considering 
how hot Tampa Bay’s PP has been, that’s simply too much. 

Especially with three penalties taken while Carolina was in 
the offensive zone. 

Now, some of this is stylistic — they’re a swarming team, 
and you don’t want them over-thinking. Both the Lightning 
and Hurricanes ranked among the NHL’s most penalized 
teams during the regular season. 

But Rod Brind’Amour likely needs to mull over a way to find a 
healthier balance. Or, failing that, find solutions. Maybe the 
Lightning solved that “power kill?” 

The Predators drew quite a few more power plays than the 
Hurricanes early on in that First Round series, and Carolina 
survived. Yet pulling off that balancing act vs. Tampa Bay 
could be deadly. 

Here’s how the special teams battle looked in the first three 
games of this series. 

Game 1: CAR: 1-for-5; TBL: 1-for-3 

Game 2: Both teams 0-for-2 

Game 3: CAR: 1-for-2 (Jordan Staal overtime-winner); TBL: 
2-for-3 

Overall, it wasn’t always night-and-day, though the red flags 
have been there. But Game 4 was where the Lightning 
power play struck, and struck often, against the Hurricanes. 

Iced in the third 

Can you really blame things for slowing down after that 
outrageous second period? 
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For the Canes, in particular, it had to be flattening to end up 
down a goal once again after everything that happened 
during that second period. 

Sure, they made some mistakes. And you can’t deny that the 
Bolts are just that talented. 

But the Hurricanes were finally solving Andrei Vasilevskiy in 
a real way. They even were up 4-2. To go from down 0-1 to 
start the second period, roar to up 4-2, then end up down 5-4 
before that second intermission? 

You can understand if there’s a stunned feeling. 

When Nikita Kucherov scored again to make it 6-4, maybe it 
destroyed any last chance of a push. 

To the brink 

Carolina might feel like this series should at least be tied 2-2. 
Considering how close the first two games were, they might 

even wonder how the Lightning aren’t the ones facing 
elimination in Game 5. 

In a sport with such a small margin for error, “What if?” 
questions linger. And now the ‘Canes must ask how they’re 
going to be able to win three straight against the defending 
champs. 

LIGHTNING VS. HURRICANES (TB leads 3-1) – series 
livestream link 

Game 1: Lightning 2, Hurricanes 1 
Game 2: Lightning 2, Hurricanes 1 
Game 3: Hurricanes 3, Lightning 2 (OT) 
Game 4: Lightning 6, Hurricanes 4 
Game 5: Tues. June 8: Lightning at Hurricanes TBD 
*Game 6: Thurs. June 10: Hurricanes at Lightning TBD 
*Game 7: Sat. June 12: Lightning at Hurricanes

 

Game 4 Recap: Second period goal spree not enough as Hurricanes fall to Lightning 

The Hurricanes scored four goals in the second period, but 
couldn’t do much for the other 40 minutes, and as a result 
they are staring down the end of their season. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

The box score of Saturday’s Game 4 will say that the Tampa 
Bay Lightning led by a goal after the first period, by a goal 
after the second, and by two at the final whistle. 
Straightforward, right? 

Not by a long shot. 

Despite carrying the balance of play at even strength, the 
Carolina Hurricanes played too much of the game down a 
man and the Lightning made them pay, taking a 6-4 win in 
Game 4 that gave them a 3-1 lead in the series and results in 
the Hurricanes facing elimination on Tuesday night in 
Raleigh. 

The first clue that this was going to be a bizarre game came 
even before the opening face-off, when Warren Foegele and 
Blake Coleman were sent off for unsportsmanlike conduct at 
0:00 of the first period for pushing and shoving before the 
puck was dropped. Just as the teams returned to full 
strength, Brady Skjei went to the box for a high-sticking 
call...except that neither of the referees called it, and 
linesmen aren’t allowed to call high sticks unless they result 
in injuries, so the Hurricanes stayed with five skaters. 

Maybe they should have hoped that Skjei had taken that 
penalty, because the Hurricanes spent the next two periods 
killing an endless parade of penalties, to varying degrees of 
success. 

Brayden Point opened the scoring on a tap-in with 5:30 to go 
in the first, after Dougie Hamilton fell asleep at the switch 
attempting to cover Point at the goal mouth following a failed 
Andrei Svechnikov clearing attempt. However, given that 
they had successfully killed two penalties in the first 20 
minutes while the Lightning tilted the ice toward Petr Mrazek 
nearly nonstop, the Hurricanes could at least feel that they 
had escaped the first period with what amounted to a best-
case scenario. 

If only they had known what the next 20 had in store. 

It was the first time since 2010 that a playoff game had 
featured an eight-goal period. The Hurricanes took the lead 
with two goals 39 seconds apart from Teuvo Teravainen and 
Jesper Fast. Steven Stamkos pulled the Lightning back to 
even on a power play at 9:54, but the Hurricanes took the 
lead again 41 seconds later through Hamilton, then doubled 
their lead courtesy of a Jaccob Slavin no-angle goal that was 
very much unlike what we’d seen from Andrei Vasilevskiy. If 
the Hurricanes could force Vasilevskiy to concede soft goals, 
had the tide finally turned? 

No. No, it hadn’t. 

Jake Bean, who had a game to forget, took an exceptionally 
weak holding penalty a minute and a half later, and Nikita 
Kucherov wired a laser past Mrazek in short order. That 
penalty, even among the never-ending Hurricanes 
processions to the box, turned the game on its head, and the 
Hurricanes were in trouble. 
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After Tyler Johnson scored his requisite goal against 
Carolina to tie it, Stamkos took advantage of a power play 
(what else?) given when Svechnikov took a roughing penalty 
at the same time as Mikhail Sergachev cross-checked 
Sebastian Aho. Only one of those penalties was called, and 
you, dear reader, can feel free to guess which one it was. 

The Lightning scored their fourth straight goal six minutes 
into the third period, Kucherov again on a one-timer from 
Ondrej Palat after Bean fumbled the puck in the neutral 
zone. Up by two, the Lightning played the familiar rope-a-
dope strategy that they had used to great success in the first 

two games of the series. While the Hurricanes had their 
chances, they couldn’t convert. 

Rod Brind’Amour called his timeout with 2:30 remaining and 
pulled Mrazek for the extra attacker, but despite Steven 
Lorentz coming close with a second-opportunity chance after 
he overskated the puck flying into the zone with 40 seconds 
left, the Hurricanes couldn’t get any closer. They have two 
days left to figure out how to solve the Lightning riddle, and if 
they can’t, their season will end in in the second round for 
the first time since relocation.

 

They said it: Slavin, Fast, Brind’Amour on game four loss 

Rod Brind’Amour, Jaccob Slavin and Jesper Fast spoke to 
the media after the Hurricanes’ game four loss to the Tampa 
Bay Lightning.  

By Andrew Schnittker, Brian LeBlanc, and Brett Finger 

The Carolina Hurricanes were sitting pretty in game four of 
their second-round series against the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
and then, in the blink of an eye, they weren’t. The Canes saw 
a 4-2 lead go by the wayside in a 6-4 loss that has them on 
the brink of elimination trailing 3-1 in the series.  

Jaccob Slavin, Jesper Fast and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to 
the media after the loss, here’s a full breakdown of 
everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On what kept the Canes from holding on for the win: We took 
too many penalties.  

On the discussion on the bench of the second-period 
penalties: There was definitely frustration on there. We knew 
coming in you can’t take penalties against these guys and 
we were taking them. So I think there was some frustration 
on the guys’ part and mine. They were penalties, but there 
were definitely some the other way that were getting let go. I 
think that’s where the frustration was happening, but you 
can’t take the penalties. No matter if you’re getting calls or 
not, you can’t take the risk.  

On if getting goals against Vasilevskiy is a positive: Not 
really. I think that was an opportunity where maybe he wasn’t 
his sharpest. We scored four on him. We needed to win that 
game. He’s probably not going to let four in again. So I just 
think, again, we weren’t sharp and then we got going and the 
penalties killed us.  

On if the team felt like it was going to break the game open 
up 4-2: The first period wasn’t great, but like I said, obviously 
we fought back and then we were in good spots. Obviously 
the penalties are what turned the game. I didn’t like the 
[Jordan Martinook] penalty, I don’t know what else he’s 
supposed to do there. That’s a pretty clean hit, he just rubs 
the guy. I don’t know. That led to a goal, and then we piled 
on with some penalties that were penalties for sure. Like I 
said, that’s the game, in a nutshell. We can cut it any other 
way you want it. Can’t take six penalties, and that’s what 
happened.  

On if he felt like the Hurricanes gave up too many odd-man 
rushes at 5-on-5: We gave up too many. I didn’t look at the 
shot totals tonight. We were pressing at times, for sure. 5-on-
5 wasn’t our issue. I don’t know what game you’re watching if 
you think that was the issue. 

On how the Lightning improved on the power play as the 
night went on after a good first few kills: You can’t give them 
too many cracks at it. They don’t need a lot of opportunities. 
If they get one, it’s going in the net. If they get a good look, 
they have guys that can finish. That’s the story. You can 
write anything else you want. You can talk about it, but that’s 
the story there. You can’t take those penalties, and we did. 

On Mrazek’s good start to the night and if his finish to the 
game will impact their decision for who starts in game six: I 
don’t know. We’ll look at it and make a decision on that day 
we play or the day before. He was good early, for sure, 
because we weren’t the best at the start. That’s for sure. 

On if they considered making the switch to Alex Nedeljkovic 
for the third period: We consider it all the time. He’s a battler, 
and we know he doesn’t want to come out of a game like 
that. 

Jaccob Slavin 

On giving the Lightning too many power plays: We took 
some bad penalties tonight, and like you said, when you give 
that caliber of power play that many chances, it’s not a recipe 
for success. We just have to stay more disciplined, and play 
hard but play smart as well, and not give them chances that 
they don’t need. 

On missing an opportunity with Vasilevskiy shaky: Definitely. 
You put four on him in a game, and like the question before, 
special teams was the big factor tonight, and we didn’t win 
that battle. When you get to this point of the year, special 
teams are things that win you games, and we have to make 
sure that we’re dialed in on both sides, power play and 
penalty kill. 

On the emotional swing of the second period: Hockey’s a 
back and forth game, and especially when you’re playing that 
caliber of team you’re going to have those ebbs and flows to 
the game. Like you said, yeah, when you score four in a 
game, you’re feeling good, and then the momentum kind of 
swings, and you can’t let that happen. Just like the questions 
before, specialty teams are what got us tonight, and you take 
those out of the game and it’s a different game out there. 
Emotionally we’ve just got to stay in it. We’ve got to continue 
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to do what we can do to control what we can control, and 
that’s our work ethic and how hard we’re battling. Everything 
else is just going to come as it comes. We’ve got to be 
smarter out there, and just continue to work hard. 

On the PK troubles: I think if you just give that caliber of 
power play that many chances, they’re bound to get some 
bounces. There were a couple of bad bounces out there, I 
think the first power play goal off the crossbar was just a 
funky bounce. But you give them that many chances...you 
just can’t give them that many chances. 

On the odd-man rushes at even strength: They know how to 
play the game the right way. They’re above the puck, they’re 
on the D side of things, and we’ve just got to do a better job 
of managing the puck from our side of things and making 
sure our forecheck is working the right way. As defensemen 
we have to be a little bit smarter on when we pinch and when 
we don’t pinch, and making sure we have forwards back so 
odd man rushes don’t happen, and just making sure we’re 
above the puck. Our game is hard work, it’s puck pressure, 
and we have to continue with that but just make sure we’re a 
little more sound. 

Jesper Fast 

On why they couldn’t finish off the win: We’ve got to be way 
more disciplined. They came out hard, but in the second 

period we started to take over and we had the momentum, 
and we made it too hard on ourselves by taking too many 
penalties. 

On the bench message and emotions in the second: We 
have to prop ourselves up. We have to kill this off. That was 
our focus every time we went on the ice. They’re really good 
on the power play. Like I said, we have to be way more 
disciplined than we were today. 

On the positives taken from the game: I think at 5-on-5 we 
played good. I felt like we did a lot of good things. I really 
believe that if we play our way and stay out of the box, we’re 
going to turn this series around. 

On what the 2nd period was like on the ice: We wanted to 
come out harder than we did in the first period, and I felt like 
we prepared the right way, we got a goal. They pretty much 
scored right after, then we got to 3-2, 4-2, and we had the 
momentum. It was pretty quick there when they got all the 
penalties and they scored three straight goals. It’s tough, but 
we’ve got to find a way to bounce back, and unfortunately 
today we didn’t. 

On the belief in the room needing to beat the Lightning three 
straight: 100%. Like I said, I fully believe that if we play our 
way and stay out of the box, we’re going to turn this series 
around.
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The Hurricanes had the playoff series right where they wanted it. Then 
they didn’t 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JUNE 05, 2021 08:50 PM 

  

Jaccob Slavin was quickly surrounded by his teammates on the ice, 
almost as if he had won the game. 

The Carolina Hurricanes defenseman had gotten off a shot from the 
bottom of the left circle Saturday, the puck grazing the near post as it 
sailed past Tampa Bay goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy. Slavin broke into a big 
smile. So did forwards Steven Lorentz and Cedric Paquette as they 
skated to him. Amalie Arena was quiet. 

At that point in Game 4 of the playoff series, the Canes had scored their 
fourth goal of the second period for a 4-2 lead. That was four goals past 
Vasilevskiy, the former Vezina Trophy winner and a 2021 finalist who had 
given up five total in the first three games. That was against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning, the 2020 Stanley Cup champion. 

“We were in a good spot,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

The Canes were in position to collect a second straight road victory. It all 
seemed to be falling into place. Would they go back to Raleigh with a 2-2 
tie in the series, pumped, feeling it, having regained the home-ice 
advantage? 

No, the Canes would not. They couldn’t stay out of the penalty box, they 
suddenly couldn’t stop the Tampa Bay power play from scoring, they 
started making mental errors and it all began to unravel and fall apart, 
ending in a 6-4 loss that was hard for the Canes to stomach. 

Slavin, an alternate captain, tried to say all the right things after the 
debacle, a wild game that started with the Canes’ Warren Foegele and 
Tampa Bay’s Blake Coleman both whistled for penalties — before the 
opening draw. Push, shove, whistle, two penalties. 

The penalty on Foegele was not costly for the Canes. Others were. 

“We took some bad penalties tonight, and if you give that caliber of 
power play that many chances it’s not a recipe for success,” Slavin said. 
“We’ve got to stay more disciplined and play hard but play smart, as well, 
and not give them chances they don’t need. Special teams got us 
tonight.” 

As Canes forward Jesper Fast said, “We had the momentum and it went 
pretty quickly.” 

It had to be a frustrating game for Brind’Amour. There were calls he 
disagreed with, and there were some he agreed with during the game. 

One penalty he did not like was a boarding call against Canes forward 
Jordan Martinook at 9:09 of the second. It came four minutes after Fast 
had followed up a Teuvo Teravainen goal with another for a 2-1 lead, and 

the Lightning quickly converted on a Steven Stamkos power-play score, 
his first goal of the game. 

Nor was Brind’Amour happy after Andrei Svechnikov was called for 
roughing Yanni Gourde with 53 seconds left in second. Brind’Amour 
wasn’t so much hot about the Svechnikov call as having Tampa Bay 
defenseman Mikhail Sergachev cross-check Sebastian Aho in the back 
at the same spot along the boards, knocking Aho down but not being 
whistled. 

Stamkos scored again on the power play and the Lightning had a 5-4 
lead to end the second. When Tampa Bay turned a Jake Bean turnover 
into a Nikita Kucherov transition score six minutes into the third, it was 6-
4 and the Canes were left discombobulated and unable to answer. 

“In the second period we started to take over and we had the momentum 
and then we made it a little too hard on ourselves, taking too many 
penalties,” Fast said. “Five on five we’re playing good and doing a lot of 
good things. I really believe if we play our way and stay out of the box 
we’re going to turn this series around.” 

The Canes will have an extra day to prepare for Game 5 on Tuesday, to 
mull over what needs to be done. Injured center Vincent Trocheck might 
be able to return, although that remains in question. The Canes have 
time to try and shake this loss out of their system and get mentally honed 
in for the next one. 

But one thing the Canes must do to keep their season alive is beat the 
reigning Stanley Cup champions, a team with a healthy Kucherov, three 
straight times. 

Do the Canes have that belief in their room? 

“One hundred percent,” Fast said. 
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Hurricanes push their own season to the precipice with a parade to the 
penalty box 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

JUNE 05, 2021 08:05 PM 

  

TAMPA, FLA. 

There’s no point in blaming the officials or Petr Mrazek or Dougie 
Hamilton or Jake Bean or any of the obvious if insufficient suspects. 

This was a team loss, a collective failure of discipline, that pushed the 
Carolina Hurricanes to the brink of elimination in a game where they did 
everything else they needed to win. 

If there was one thing the Hurricanes could control, that was entirely 
within their grasp, it was not putting themselves in a position where 
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penalties could be called against them, giving the Tampa Bay Lightning’s 
1.21 gigawatt power play a chance to go to work. 

Certainly, they couldn’t do it six times -- 6, seis, seize -- and get away 
with it. 

They most certainly did not. 

So the Hurricanes now stare the end of their season squarely in the eyes 
on Tuesday after Saturday’s whiplash-inducing 6-4 loss. They need only 
look in the mirror if they wonder how they got there having staked out a 
two-goal lead in the middle of a wild second period before successfully 
self-sabotaging themselves with a parade to the penalty box. 

“We had the momentum,” Hurricanes forward Jesper Fast said. “It went 
pretty quick there when they scored three straight goals. It’s tough but 
we’ve got to find a way to bounce back and unfortunately today we 
didn’t.” 

Even if Tampa got away with an infraction or two, even if the penalty on 
Jordan Martinook in particular was light, that’s just dancing around the 
margins. The others -- including two in the offensive zone by Andrei 
Svechnikov, an infuriating habit that has become a crippling indulgence -- 
were penalties, by the spirit and the letter of the law. 

The rest of it? There’s not much they can do about Andrei Vasilevskiy -- 
who finally blinked Saturday -- or the rest of the Lightning but play an 
honest game and hope for the best. That’s hockey. The better team 
usually, but not always, wins. 

But if there’s one critical and cardinal advantage Tampa Bay has in this 
series, it’s a power play that clicked along at 40% in the first round, 
scoring eight goals in only six games and is now 5-for-11 in the four 
games of this series. The Hurricanes can’t compete with that. No one 
can. 

At even strength, the Hurricanes had a 23-22 edge in scoring chances 
and outscored the Lighting 4-3. Factor in special teams, and Tampa had 
a 32-24 edge and won 6-4. 

That’s the game. That may be the series. 

“We took some bad penalties tonight,” Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin said. “If you give that caliber of power play that many chances it’s 
not a recipe for success. We’ve just got to stay more disciplined and play 
hard, but play smart as well and not give them chances they don’t need.” 

The Bolts may not be the 1956 Montreal Canadiens -- the team that 
prompted the rule change that penalized players no longer had to serve 
the full two minutes no matter how many times the opposition scored -- 
but the man advantage is their trump card. The only way to win that 
game is not to play at all. 

So what did the Hurricanes do, in the midst of that four-goal second 
period of their own? 

Took four penalties. The Lightning scored on three of them and needed 
only 142 seconds to do it. 

“That’s the game in a nutshell,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“Cut it any way you want. We can’t take six penalties.” 

By the time the second period was over, the Hurricanes had gone from 
two up to one down and Mrazek -- so good in Game 3 and to start Game 
4 -- was lunging at shadows. He certainly did on Tampa’s sixth goal from 
Nikita Kucherov that put the game away, after Bean was pick-pocketed at 
the offensive blue line. 

So it’ll almost certainly be Alex Nedeljkovic in Game 5, out of desperation 
as much as necessity, the yawning precipice now all too close. 

Their backs will be against the wall. Their butts can’t be in the box. 
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Four second-period goals not enough for the Hurricanes in wild Game 4 
loss to Lightning 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JUNE 05, 2021 03:41 PM 

  

It’s now elementary for the Carolina Hurricanes: win or put away the 
skates for the season. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning streaked to a 6-4 victory over the Canes on 
Saturday at Amalie Arena, seizing a 3-1 lead in the best-of-seven Stanley 
Cup playoff series. 

Game 5 will be played Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at PNC Arena. The Canes 
will either win and hold a postgame Storm Surge, or will form a 
handshake line to congratulate the series winner. 

The Lightning, the 2020 Stanley Cup champion, showed resilience 
Saturday. Tampa Bay fell behind 4-2 in the second period as the Canes 
reeled off four straight goals, but scored the last three goals of the period 
and then picked up the first goal in the third for a 6-4 lead. 

Tampa Bay, which scored three power-play goals, got two goals and an 
assist from both Steven Stamkos and Nikita Kucherov. 

It made for a long day for both goalies. Tampa Bay’s Andrei Vasilevskiy 
allowed four goals in the second period and the Canes’ Petr Mrazek, 
starting after a Game 3 victory, was touched for six in the game. 

The Canes took a 2-1 lead in the second period as Teuvo Teravainen 
and Jesper Fast scored in 39 seconds. After Tampa Bay tied it, 
defensemen Dougie Hamilton and Jaccob Slavin both scored in a little 
more than two minutes for a 4-2 cushion. 

But the Canes continually had their momentum stymied by penalties. 
Kucherov scored on the power play after a Jake Bean holding call, and 
Stamkos got his power-play goal with 23 seconds left in the second 
period after an Andrei Svechnikov roughing penalty. 

In the third, Bean turned the puck over and Tampa Bay scored in 
transition as Kucherov ripped a shot past Mrazek for his second goal of 
the game at 6:01 of the period. 

Slavin had a goal and assist, and Svechnikov two assists for the Canes. 
Brayden Point had a goal and assist for Tampa Bay. 

SECOND PERIOD: 20 MINUTES, 8 GOALS 

The second period was wild. There’s no other way to put it as the Canes 
and Lightning combined for eight goals, leaving Tampa Bay in front 5-4. 

After being generally outplayed most of the first period, the Canes took a 
2-1 lead, had the Lightning tie it, retook the lead in goals by defensemen 
Dougie Hamilton and Jaccob Slavin, and then lost it again. 

The Canes first killed off a tripping call against Andrei Svechnikov, then 
got goals from Teuvo Teravainen and Jesper Fast in a span of 39 
seconds for the 2-1 lead. Hamilton and Slavin later scored two goals in 
2:06. 

The Lightning countered with two power-play goals from Steven Stamkos 
and one from Nikita Kucherov. Tyler Johnson’s goal tied it 4-4 with 2:50 
left in the period and Stamkos’ second gave Tampa the 5-4 lead. 

Jordan Staal found Teravainen open in the slot for a quick shot at 4:30 to 
tie it 1-1. Fast then scored his first of the playoffs at 5:09 for the lead. 
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A boarding penalty against Jordan Martinook allowed Tampa Bay to tie it 
on Stamkos’ first goal after the Canes had killed off the first three 
penalties of the game. 

The Canes answered. Hamilton scored on a shot from the point. Slavin 
scored on a shot from the left boards for a 4-2 lead. 

But a penalty against defenseman Jake Bean stalled the momentum. 
Kucherov made it a 4-3 game with his power-play strike and Johnson tied 
it. After a roughing call against Svechnikov with 53 seconds left in the 
second, Tampa Bay took the 5-4 lead on Stamkos’ score with 23 
seconds left. 

FIRST PERIOD: TAMPA BAY LEADS 1-0 

Tampa Bay’s Brayden Point won’t score an easier goal. After Canes 
goalie Petr Mrazek had many several sparkling saves, Point was able to 
drift in alone on the backdoor for a tap-in and 1-0 lead after the first. 

With defenseman Dougie Hamilton late in picking up his man, Point took 
a pass from Ondrej Palat -- Canes defenseman Jaccob Slavin just 
missed getting a skate on the pass -- and scored his seventh of the 
playoffs at 14:24 of the period. 

The Lightning outshot the Canes 12-7 in the period, had 14 scoring 
chances to the Canes’ six, and maintained possession in the Carolina 
end much of the period. The Canes have had few good offensive 
chances -- held to two “high danger” -- and gotten better play from its 
fourth line than the top three lines. 

The Canes did kill off two penalties in the first against the Lightning’s 
potent power play -- the highlight of the period for Carolina. 

Forward Warren Foegele, who injured a shoulder in Game 3, has been 
able to play in Game 4. In an odd circumstance, Foegele and Tampa’s 
Blake Coleman both were called for unsportsmanlike conduct penalties 
jostling on the opening draw. 

Talk about an odd start. Canes defenseman Brady Skjei clipped Nikita 
Kucherov with a high stick in the Canes zone. He was first sent to the 
penalty box, then told he could leave as Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper 
howled in protest. No penalty was called. 

Another weird play: play was stopped when the puck slipped down the 
pants of the Canes’ Jordan Staal. 

GAME SETUP: HANDLING UPS AND DOWNS 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper has his own way of describing the Stanley 
Cup playoffs. 

“A big, damn roller coaster,” Cooper said after Tampa Bay’s 3-2 overtime 
loss Thursday in Game 3 against the Canes. 

Cooper also used all the expected coachspeak terms. A team must “turn 
the page,” not get too high or low, must keep “trusting the process.” 

“You’ve got to keep going. You can’t hang your head on these,” Cooper 
said. 

That’s what the Canes did: kept going, They lost the first two games of 
the second-round series at home. They lost forward Nino Niederreiter to 
an injury before Game 1, Vincent Trocheck in Game 2 and then Warren 
Foegele in Game 3. 

They also found a way to keep going, win a game and get back in the 
series. The Canes, with goalie Petr Mrazek in net, were able to control 
the emotional lows of playing well but losing both games in Raleigh, then 
won an emotional game in Tampa despite losing a 2-0 lead. Talk about 
ebbs and flows. 

“It’s definitely real,” Brind’Amour said Saturday morning. “There’s so 
much of that going on and that is the key, to just embrace it. You know 
it’s going to happen in the games and there’s going to be ups and downs, 
and things happen for you and against you, and you’ve got to just 
keeping grinding it out. 

“And understanding that is part of it. It’s part of the process. And not let it 
affect you in a bad way.” 

Teams rarely play poorly in the playoffs and win but teams can often play 
well and lose. The Canes felt that way after the two games in Raleigh. 
Some of the Lightning players said the same after Game 3. 

“I think it might be different if we didn’t play a good game and they won, 
but I think for the most part we’re pretty happy with the way we played,” 
Tampa Bay’s Brayden Point said after the game. “I liked our game, liked 
our compete.” 

It’s simple math now: the Canes either will return to Raleigh with the 
series tied 2-2 or trailing 3-1. But could the pressure have shifted toward 
the home team for Game 4? 

“The pressure’s there for everybody, always,” Brind’Amour said. 

CANES LINEUP 

Mrazek will again be the starting goalie, Brind’Amour said. The lineup, he 
said, might not change from Game 3 although Brind’Amour said both 
Trocheck and Foegele could be game-time decisions. 

Foegele did come out for the pregame warmup as did forward Max 
McCormick. 

HISTORY CHECK 

Much has been made of how the Canes lost their first two games at 
home against Montreal in 2006 and then recovered to win four straight, 
the series and go on to win the Cup. But the Canes also were 1-2 in their 
series against Buffalo in the 2006 Eastern Conference final heading into 
Game 4 in Buffalo. 

The Canes, with Martin Gerber replacing rookie Cam Ward in net, beat 
the Sabres 4-0. Gerber also started Game 5 before being lifted for Ward, 
who took it the rest of the way in the playoffs. 
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Often overlooked for defensive acumen, Jaccob Slavin recognized for 
sportsmanship 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

JUNE 05, 2021 11:28 AM 

  

TAMPA, FLA. 

When Jaccob Slavin was announced Thursday night as assisting on 
Sebastian Aho’s goal, his name was pronounced by the public-address 
announcer at Amalie Arena as “Yakob Slah-vin,” not typically the kind of 
gross name-mangling you’d associate with one of the best players in the 
NHL. 

The Carolina Hurricanes defenseman’s two-way acumen has often gone 
overlooked because he doesn’t put up big scoring numbers like some of 
his peers, but that’s starting to change, and not only because of how 
obviously and grievously the Hurricanes missed him when he was injured 
during the first round. 

Slavin on Saturday was named one of three finalists for the NHL’s Lady 
Byng Trophy, which recognizes sportsmanship and “gentlemanly 
conduct” and typically goes to the best player with the fewest penalty 
minutes. Slavin took one penalty in 52 games this season, delay of game 
for flipping the puck over the glass. 
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Only one defenseman has won the trophy since 1954 -- Brian Campbell 
of the Florida Panthers in 2012 -- but two were finalists this year, Slavin 
and the Minnesota Wild’s Jared Spurgeon. Toronto Maple Leafs forward 
Auston Matthews was the third finalist. 

Three other defensemen -- Campbell, Brian Leetch and Nicklas Lidstrom 
-- have been named Lady Byng finalists in the past 65 years. 

Colorado Avalanche center Nathan MacKinnon, last year’s winner, 
forfeited any future consideration in April when he picked the helmet of 
Arizona Coyotes forward Conor Garland off the ice and threw it at his 
head, so the competition is wide open. 

Going into Game 4 against the Tampa Bay Lightning on Sunday, Slavin 
is one of only four active players -- and only eight in NHL history -- to play 
in 29 playoff games without taking a penalty. Former Hurricanes forward 
Manny Malhotra (who never appeared in a postseason game with the 
franchise) is one of the other seven. 

Over the course of his career, only one defenseman in NHL history -- Bill 
Quackenbush, who won the Lady Byng in 1949 -- has played in at least 
200 games and taken fewer penalty minutes per game than Slavin. 

Ron Francis won the Lady Byng with the Hurricanes in 2002. 

On Thursday, Hurricanes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic was named a finalist 
for the Calder Trophy, which goes to the NHL’s rookie of the year. Slavin 
should, but probably won’t, be under consideration for the Norris Trophy 
that goes to the NHL’s best defenseman. Those finalists will be 
announced Wednesday. 

WAKING THE ECHOES 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour has tried to shake off any 
comparisons or similarities to the team he captained to the Stanley Cup 
15 years ago, but they’re starting to pile up in this series. 

The Hurricanes lost the first two games to the Lightning at home, then 
switched goalies and won Game 3 in overtime on the road. That’s the 
same script as the first round in 2006, more or less, although there are so 
many differences that this is really just a faint echo of the past rather than 
a repeat of it. (For one, the rookie goalie gave way to the veteran, instead 
of the other way around.) 

Still, a win in Game 4 on Saturday would make it only the 30th playoff 
series in NHL history where the road team won the first four games, with 
the first-round series against the Montreal Canadiens in 2006 one of 
them. 

The Canes Mike Commodore (22) lays a big check on Montreal’s Mike 
Ribeiro (71) during the second period of Game 4 of an NHL playoff game 
played between the Carolina Hurricanes and the Montreal Canadiens 
April 28, 2006 at the Bell Center in Montreal. Rod Brind’Amour scored 
the winning goal for the Caners in the third period; they won 3-2 to tie the 
series at 2-2. Chris Seward CHRIS SEWARD 

“We’re not in a great spot, down 2-1,” Brind’Amour said. “We have to win 
another game here, but at least we have that opportunity. That’s what our 
win (Thursday) gave us.” 

With Brind’Amour on the bench, the Hurricanes were also down 2-0 to 
the Washington Capitals in 2019 after losing the first two games on the 
road, won the next two at home and advanced with a double-overtime 
road win in Game 7. 

Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal was also part of a pair of comebacks 
from 2-0 down with the Pittsburgh Penguins in 2009 on the way to the 
Stanley Cup (and a conference finals sweep of the Hurricanes), albeit 
both on the road. 

Despite his experience in the situation, Brind’Amour joked he would 
prefer not to be in that position at all. 

“I’d rather be in their shoes up 2-1, rather than down 2-1,” Brind’Amour 
said. 

Brind’Amour said Warren Foegele (shoulder) and Vincent Trocheck (leg) 
were both game-time decisions for Game 4 on Saturday. Trocheck was 
injured in an ankle-to-ankle collision with Foegele in Game 2 and did not 
play in Game 3; Foegele was hurt on a hard check at center ice and 
lasted only one shift in Thursday’s third period. 

Morgan Geekie stepped in for Trocheck on Thursday and Max 
McCormick would likely be next if neither Trocheck nor Foegele is 
available. 

Carolina Hurricanes goaltender Petr Mrazek (34) stops a shot by Tampa 
Bay Lightning right wing Nikita Kucherov (86) during the second period in 
Game 3 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series 
Thursday, June 3, 2021, in Tampa. Chris O'Meara AP 

Petr Mrazek is expected to return in goal. 

“There are going to be game-time decisions on a couple guys,” 
Brind’Amour said. “As far as the lineup goes, I’m hoping we’ll have the 
same one.” 
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Hurricanes, pushed to the brink in Game 4, need more discipline if 
they’re to keep their season alive 

 

By Sara Civian  

Jun 6, 2021 

  

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour is becoming notorious for his 
expressiveness in his third year at the helm. Whether it’s via blunt 
comments or eyes bulging out of his head, he’s real, he doesn’t seem to 
know how to not be real, and it’s refreshing. I hope he never loses that. 

One thing I’ve noticed the past two seasons, though: He’s taken on a bit 
of an eye roll whenever he’s asked to draw comparisons between the 
Hurricanes of these past three seasons and the 2005-06 Hurricanes he 
captained to a Stanley Cup. 

It’s just that there aren’t many on-ice similarities, and that’s OK; the 
league has changed so much. The tangibles of championship DNA look 
a little bit younger and faster now. And every team that wins the Cup has 
a little something different to it, something other NHL teams then spend 
the next five years trying to emulate. That’s where the little Brind’Amour 
eye roll comes in. 

But the intangibles it takes to win a Stanley Cup remain the same, and 
resiliency is at the top of the list. It’s also something the Canes have 
been deservedly lauded for all season. 

“Nothing’s come easy for this group, ever. Nothing’s ever handed to 
them,” Brind’Amour said after Game 1. “Everything they’ve gotten, 
they’ve earned. There’s never been an easy game. It seems like there’s 
never been anything that’s gone easily. Obviously, we’re in the playoffs. 
We’re going to have to go earn every inch of ice that we get, every goal. 
But this group’s always bounced back. So I don’t expect anything 
different.” 

We’re four games in now, and the Hurricanes trail 3-1 in the best-of-
seven series after a 6-4 loss to the Lightning on Saturday. But 
Brind’Amour’s earlier point holds. That’s basically been the story ever 
since as they’ve faced Andrei Vasilevskiy the Giant. The Hurricanes 
finally copped a win in Game 3, and Game 4 on Saturday was giving off 
the resiliency vibes after a rare early comeback thanks to Teuvo 
Teravainen and Jesper Fast at the beginning of the second period. Then, 
they actually earned a two-goal lead in the same period thanks to Dougie 
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Hamilton and Jaccob Slavin. Would this be a tale of resiliency 
persevering? 

Judging by my Twitter mentions, y’all don’t need me to answer that 
question — the Canes let a two-goal lead and the chance to put a rare L 
on Vasilevskiy slip away. In retrospect, letting a game in which 
Vasilevskiy allowed four goals after the Canes had been knocking to no 
avail all series might be the worst part. 

“We scored four on him,” Brind’Amour said. “We needed to win that 
game. He’s probably not going to let four in again. So I just think, again, 
we weren’t sharp and then we got going and the penalties killed us.” 

Yeah, “the penalties killed us” is the game from the Hurricanes’ 
perspective summed up in four words. The Canes allowed three goals on 
six Lightning power-play opportunities, and Brind’Amour would agree 
they were all fair penalties. Sometimes the truth is so harsh because it’s 
so simple, and that’s exactly what happened. 

“You can’t give them too many cracks at it, right?” Brind’Amour said. 
“They don’t need a lot of opportunities. They get one good look, and it’s 
going in the net. They’ve got guys that can finish — that’s just what they 
do. That’s the story, you can write anything else that you want, you can 
talk about it, that’s the story right there. You can’t take those penalties, 
and we did.” 

In a series that’s been marked by rising tensions and low-event hockey, 
the eight-goal second-period floodgates opened. The Lightning rose up, 
doing what they do — finding comfort in the uncomfortable, holding a 
team off and then scoring at the perfect time to deflate their opponent. 

Before deflation, the Hurricanes did what they do for a while, too. They 
didn’t allow a Lightning shot on goal for the entire first half of the second 
period — not even on Tampa Bay’s power-play opportunity of the period. 
But that wouldn’t last, and Steven Stamkos broke through for a goal on 
the Lightning’s first shot on the second power play of the period for a 
goal. That was basically the game. 

I’m not saying the Lightning aren’t working hard, but I am starting to think 
that quote on all of our eighth-grade basketball team T-shirts — “Hard 
work beats talent when talent doesn’t work hard” — is nonsense, at least 
when you get to this level. 

“Hard work doesn’t allow a single shot on goal for 10 minutes, then talent 
scores on that one shot” might be a more accurate representation of 
what happened Saturday. 

Regardless, we were looking for a response from the Canes when they 
were down a goal as they headed into the third. They responded by 
allowing another goal. 

“Hockey’s a back-and-forth game, and especially when you’re playing 
that caliber of team, you’re going to have those ebbs and flows to the 
game. Like you said, yeah, when you score four in a game, you’re feeling 
good, and then the momentum kind of swings, and you can’t let that 
happen,” Slavin said. “Specialty teams are what got us tonight, and you 
take those out of the game and it’s a different game out there. 
Emotionally, we’ve just got to stay in it. We’ve got to continue to do what 
we can do to control what we can control, and that’s our work ethic and 
how hard we’re battling. Everything else is just going to come as it 
comes. We’ve got to be smarter out there, and just continue to work 
hard.” 

We’ve lauded the resiliency of this team all season, but wasting a game 
when Vasilevskiy let in four goals seems especially hard to come back 
from. The Canes now head back to Raleigh for a do-or-die Game 5 on 
Tuesday. How do they keep the series going? 

“We’ve got to be way more disciplined,” Fast said. “They came out hard, 
but in the second period we started to take over and we had the 
momentum, and we made it too hard on ourselves by taking too many 
penalties.” 
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Got goals? Lightning score six in a comeback win over Hurricanes 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Earlier today 

 

TAMPA — Dating back to the beginning of last postseason, the Lightning 
have always had an answer. They’ve refused to lose back-to-back playoff 
games, entering Game 4 of their second-round series Saturday having 
won nine straight when coming off a loss. 

They’ve done it by remaining calm and confident, by quieting the 
commotion, each player channeling what led to their laps hoisting Lord 
Stanley. But as Lightning coach Jon Cooper said following Thursday’s 
Game 3 loss, no matter what, the postseason can still be a “big, damn 
roller coaster.” 

Saturday’s second period alone — a head-spinning 20 minutes that 
included eight goals — was one of the wildest siren-sounding rides 
imaginable. 

“That was chaotic,” Cooper said. “It’s a damn circus out there, but 
definitely no refunds after that one. Take your coach’s hat off, and it was 
one hell of an entertaining second period.” 

Facing a two-goal deficit in the period, the Lightning scored three straight 
goals in under five minutes, two coming on the power play, to take the 
lead and regain control of their best-of-seven series with a 6-4 victory. 

“Probably the craziest playoff period you’re gonna get to see the rest of 
the way,” Steven Stamkos said of the highest-scoring postseason period 
since 2006. 

With the victory, the Lightning took a 3-1 series lead over the Central 
Division champions and are now one win away from the Stanley Cup 
semifinals. Tuesday’s Game 5 is in Raleigh, N.C. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning defeat the Carolina Hurricanes to take a 3-1 
lead in the Stanley Cup Second Round best-of-7 series. 

This Lightning team has graduated from its “Greatest Show on Ice” past 
after those years ended in postseason disappointment. Last year’s 
Stanley Cup run prioritized defense and showed winning in the playoffs is 
more about stopping goals than scoring them.  

But when they found themselves in a feverishly paced shootout, the 
Lightning showed they could still play this way — and the limited-capacity 
sellout crowd of 13,773 at Amalie Arena loved it — and still lock down the 
Hurricanes with defense in the third period. 

“It’s not our bread and butter, it’s not what our team preaches,” said 
Lightning forward Tyler Johnson, whose first postseason goal tied the 
score at 4 with 2:50 left in the second. “We have to be a lot better 
defensively than what we were, but I think it says a lot about our group 
and our character that we didn’t really let it faze us.” 

Stamkos scored the go-ahead goal on the power play with 23 seconds 
left in the second, his second goal in a three-point night. Nikita Kucherov, 
who assisted on that goal, had two goals of his own, giving him five this 
postseason. After starting the game 0-for-3, the Lightning power play 
scored on three straight three man-advantage opportunities. 

Victor Hedman prevented a Carolina clearing attempt, sweeping his stick 
forward, and got the puck to Anthony Cirelli in the far corner. Cirelli 
passed to Kucherov coming over the right circle, and he quickly tapped a 
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pass to Stamkos. The captain had an open shot from the left circle, 
beating Carolina goaltender Petr Mrazek top shelf on the near post. 

After trailing 1-0 after one period, the Hurricanes took over in the first part 
of the second, scoring four of the next five goals over a span of 8:11 and 
taking a 4-2 lead on Jaccob Slavin’s shot from below the left circle. 

“There’s a lot of hockey left, so you never know what’s gonna happen,” 
Stamkos said. “At that point, when you’re down two, you just want to 
make sure you get the next goal, and that’s what we did. We’ve been in 
multiple different situations throughout the runs that this core has been 
here for and we’ve seen it all, so nothing’s gonna really surprise this 
group.” 

Kucherov’s first goal, the Lightning’s second power-play goal, provided a 
spark. He took the puck off the boards after Stamkos’ one-timer hit iron, 
then launched a rising wrister from above the right circle that filled the 
net. 

“The bench stayed calm and we knew what to do,” said Kucherov, whose 
second goal 6:01 into the third provided the Lightning with a two-goal 
cushion. “We just had to make the switch and start playing the right way 
and take care of our zone first and then create some changes down 
there, and that’s what we did.” 
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Well, that Lightning victory was a thrill and a blast. It was also lucky. 

 

By John Romano 

Published Earlier today 

Updated Earlier today 

 

TAMPA — For a few minutes there, Nikita Kucherov again looked like the 
best hockey player on the planet. 

The Lightning defense looked smart, tough and efficient in the third 
period, and the special teams were spectacular for most of the afternoon 
in a 6-4 win in Game 4 against Carolina on Saturday. 

Yet, if you’re being honest, the Lightning were lucky to have won. 

They were lucky not to be going back to Raleigh, N.C., with the series 
tied, and lucky not to have suffered consecutive losses in the playoffs for 
the first time in more than 30 games. Mostly, they were lucky that the 
Hurricanes lost their damn minds. 

Carolina had the defending Stanley Cup champions looking shaken and 
tentative on their home ice. They were beating them to the puck, they 
were dominating possession and they were leading 4-2 with the game 
more than halfway completed. 

Then the Hurricanes took two penalties in the final five-plus minutes of 
the second period and practically punched Tampa Bay’s ticket to the next 
round of the NHL postseason. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning defeat the Carolina Hurricanes to take a 3-1 
lead in the Stanley Cup Second Round best-of-7 series. 

“We knew coming in that you can’t take penalties against these guys, 
and we were taking them,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I think 
there was some frustration, on the guys’ part and mine that, yeah, they 
were penalties, but there were definitely some (by the Lightning) the 
other way that were getting let go. I think that’s where the frustration was 
happening. 

“But, again, you can’t take the penalties. It doesn’t matter if you’re getting 
calls or not. You just can’t take the risk, I guess is the best way to put it.” 

This doesn’t mean the Lightning didn’t deserve to win. They surely did. 
Kucherov looked like a magician for much of the afternoon, Steven 
Stamkos played the part of a savvy veteran to perfection and Tyler 
Johnson offered a reminder of his best days in a Lightning sweater. 

Even if Carolina gave them a gift, the Lightning had enough experience 
and skill to pounce on the opportunity. And that’s an enviable quality by 
itself. 

“If they get a good look, they’ve got guys who can finish. That’s just what 
they do,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s the story. You can write anything else 
you want, but that’s the story right there. You can’t take those penalties, 
and we did.” 

For the record, the Lightning went 3-of-6 on power plays in Game 4. The 
Hurricanes went 0-for-2. 

Carolina fans on Twitter were apoplectic about the disparity, but the calls 
were not that egregious. You might pick out a couple of moments when 
the Lightning could have been whistled for penalties but the biggest non-
call of the game went Carolina’s way when Brady Skjei whacked 
Kucherov in the face with his stick and voluntarily took a seat in the 
penalty box before the refs decided to set him free. 

For the Lightning, the obvious takeaway is how insanely narrow the path 
to a second Stanley Cup can be. 

Even if you believe Tampa Bay is the most talented team in the NHL, 
even if you are certain the Lightning have the depth and knowledge and 
experience to win any type of game, you still need to acknowledge how 
close they were to having this series tied after four games. 

It looks like the Lightning handily won a shootout of a game Saturday, but 
they actually were outscored 4-3 in 5-on-5 situations. And that’s after 
being outscored 2-0 in 5-on-5 situations in Game 3. Yes, power-play 
goals count. But you can’t always count on getting power plays. 

“Five-on-five wasn’t our issue,” Brind’Amour said when someone asked 
about Tampa Bay’s odd-man rushes. “I don’t know what game you were 
watching if you think that was our issue.” 

Does all of this sound too morbid, because that’s not the point. The 
Lightning have a tremendous opportunity in front of them to be only the 
second franchise to win back-to-back Stanley Cups in the last 20 years. 

They are that good, and that diverse. 

But just because you have a roster filled with All-Stars and trophy 
winners and hot shot scorers doesn’t guarantee you anything. The 
Lightning learned that lesson in 2019 when they had the best regular 
season in a generation and failed to win a single postseason game. 

Coach Jon Cooper alluded to that on Saturday when he was asked about 
getting into a high-scoring affair with Carolina. 

“There was a time we were kinda the greatest show on ice a few years 
ago, and many times those ended up in disappointing playoff outs,” he 
said. “The team has this ability — it’s probably why we’ve had success 
the last couple of years — because we have the ability to win different 
ways. If you want to get in a shootout, we do have a group that can do it 
that way. But that’s not ideal.” 

No, it’s not. And the Lightning were fortunate on Saturday that Carolina 
made it a lot easier for them. 
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Lightning-Hurricanes Game 4 report card: Engage at your own risk 

 

By Frank Pastor 

Published Earlier today 

Updated 6 hours ago 

 

We may have mentioned this once or twice, but since the Hurricanes 
clearly weren’t paying attention: 

You don’t want to put the Lightning on the power play. 

Louder, for those in the back: 

YOU DON’T WANT TO PUT THE LIGHTING ON THE POWER PLAY! 

Carolina, desperate to avoid slipping closer to elimination in its second-
round series against Tampa Bay, played its best 12 minutes of the series 
at the start of the second period of Game 4 Saturday at Amalie Arena. 

The Hurricanes outskated the Lightning, won puck battles and took 
advantage of their opportunities, scoring four times, including twice in 39 
seconds, to seemingly take control, 4-2. For the first time this 
postseason, they made goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy and Tampa Bay 
look beatable. They appeared to be back in the series. 

Until they weren’t. And they had no one to blame but themselves. 

The Hurricanes took three ill-advised, offensive-zone (!) penalties in the 
period, and the Lightning turned every one into a dagger through the 
heart. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning defeat the Carolina Hurricanes to take a 3-1 
lead in the Stanley Cup Second Round best-of-7 series. 

Steven Stamkos put a rebound into an empty net after Petr Mrazek was 
unable to hold on to a Brayden Point shot from the slot and Alex Killorn 
rung a rebound attempt off the crossbar, tying the score at 2. 

Then down 4-2, Nikita Kucherov whipped a shot past Mrazek from the 
top of the right circle. After a Tyler Johnson even-strength goal off the 
rush, Stamkos struck again on the power play, finishing a cross-ice pass 
from Kucherov. 

In fewer than five minutes, Tampa Bay turned a two-goal deficit into a 
one-goal lead. And, in time, a stranglehold on the series. 

There is no more dangerous weapon in the NHL right now than the 
Lightning power play, which has accounted for five goals in the past two 
games. 

Play with fire, as Carolina did by taking seven penalties and giving 
Tampa Bay six power plays, and you’re gonna get burned. The ‘Canes 
got torched. 

Grade: A-plus 

Here’s how we graded the rest of the Lightning’s performance in their 6-4 
win in Game 4: 

Playing with a purpose 

Think Kucherov was bothered by the penalty he took in overtime of 
Game 3 that led directly to Jordan Staal’s winning goal? 

A little bit. Kucherov, outrageously skilled to begin with, might have been 
the most determined player on the ice in Game 4, and it made him, in the 
words of head coach Jon Cooper, “borderline unstoppable.” 

He skated with a purpose, fired shots from everywhere and continually 
kept Carolina guessing. He set up Stamkos’ first goal with a coast-to-
coast rush into the Hurricanes’ zone, then assisted on his second by 
skating to the middle, faking a shot and sending a pass across the ice to 
the Tampa Bay captain. 

Kucherov’s first goal came after he did a nice job of keeping the puck in 
the zone after a Stamkos shot caromed around the boards. He surprised 
Mrazek on his second goal, shooting off his back foot from the high slot 
when most skaters likely would have taken the puck to the net. 

There is no more dangerous Kucherov than an angry Kucherov, whether 
it’s due to opponents trying to get under his skin with hard hits or stick 
jabs (remember that high stick to the helmet from Brady Skjei in the first 
period?), or frustration at himself. 

He takes his game to another level, one his opponents’ simply cannot 
reach. 

Grade: A-plus 

Unsung hero 

Can we get some love for Ondrej Palat? 

The left wing doesn’t garner anywhere near as much attention as top-line 
mates Kucherov and Point. But he is one of Tampa Bay’s most valuable 
players at both ends of the ice and considerably more skilled than he 
gets credit for. 

He had two assists in Game 4, setting up Point’s opening goal in the first 
period with a tape-to-tape pass from the left circle to the crease and 
Kucherov’s insurance goal with a nice drop pass in the third. 

Palat had a chance at the winning goal when he broke in alone on 
Mrazek with the score tied at 4 late in the second period but was robbed 
by the Carolina goaltender. 

Kucherov and Stamkos were the stars of the game, but Palat was best in 
a supporting role. 

Grade: A 

First time for everything 

I saw two things in the first few minutes I had never seen before in an 
NHL game. 

Even before the opening puck drop, the Hurricanes’ Warren Foegele and 
Lightning’s Blake Coleman were sent to the penalty box for 
unsportsmanlike conduct after exchanging shoves and cross-checks, and 
the game started with only eight skaters on the ice. 

A few minutes later, Kucherov was slow to get up after getting hit in the 
helmet by a high stick from Skjei. Skjei first went to the penalty box, then 
returned to the Carolina bench after officials told him there had been no 
penalty on the play. 

A Hurricanes beat reporter tweeted that he was told the linesman called 
the high stick but there could not be a penalty on the play because there 
was no injury or blood resulting from the infraction. 

Whatever the explanation, Cooper, visibly incensed after the play, wasn’t 
buying it. 

Grade: H, for huh? 
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Lightning’s Tyler Johnson scores ‘monster goal’ to tie Game 4 vs. 
Hurricanes 

 

By Mari Faiello 

Published Earlier today 

Updated Earlier today 
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TAMPA — Tyler Johnson is well-acquainted with Hurricanes goaltender 
Petr Mrazek. The two saw each other plenty in the 2014-15 postseason, 
when the Lightning met the Red Wings in the opening round. 

Johnson scored six times on Mrazek during that series, and the Tampa 
Bay forward has found the net another seven times against Mrazek 
during the regular season. 

Johnson got the better of Mrazek yet again during Saturday’s Game 4, 
scoring the tying goal in the second period of the Lightning’s 6-4 win at 
Amalie Arena. Johnson’s first goal of the 2021 postseason was the 
second of four unanswered goals by Tampa Bay. 

“To finally score one is good,” Johnson said. “We’re just trying to do 
whatever we can to help the team here.” 

With Tampa Bay trailing 4-3 with 2:50 remaining in the period, 
defenseman Victor Hedman forwarded the puck to Pat Maroon at center 
ice. Maroon shuffled the puck to Ross Colton on his left. 

The rookie forward took three strides before threading a pass through 
four Carolina players to Johnson on the right. The puck bounced off the 
toe of Johnson’s stick, putting it in place for a wrister from the top of the 
right circle. 

The puck bounced off the top of the crossbar in the right corner and 
landed behind Mrazek to tie the score at 4. 

“I just try to play a role, try to help out as much as possible, and being 
down two there, we needed to kind of settle down,” Johnson said. “We 
get the next one and then the other one, so it just feels good to be able to 
contribute.” 

Jon Cooper went further. Johnson scored a “monster goal,” the coach 
said, adding to what Cooper considered an “exceptional” postseason run 
(one goal, one assist) for the veteran forward. 

“To be honest, he’s probably had a better playoffs than he had last year 
(four goals, three assists),” Cooper said. “He’d be the first to tell you that. 
But his goal was a monster goal, and if there’s one guy that’s faced 
Mrazek a lot in his career in the playoffs, it’s Tyler Johnson. And he’s 
scored some huge goals against him in big moments and none other 
than the one he scored tonight. It was a big goal for us to crawl back into 
this.” 

Cooper’s right. As part of the “Triplets” line with Ondrej Palat and Nikita 
Kucherov, Johnson was a big part of the 2014-15 playoff run that ended 
with a six-game loss to the Blackhawks in the Stanley Cup final. 

Johnson is no longer the 29-goal-scorer he was that year or in 2018-19. 
He’s playing a more diminished role on the team’s fourth line with Colton 
and Maroon. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning hope to stop the Carolina Hurricanes who 
seek to even the Stanley Cup Second Round series after defeating 
Tampa Bay 3-2 in overtime in Game 3 on Thursday. Tampa Bay leads 
the best-of-7 series, 2-1. 

But as his teammates will be the first to say, while his lines may have 
changed, his work ethic and tenacity have not. 

“Not a lot of people see what goes on behind the scenes, especially this 
year with how tough it has been for Johnny, with all those (trade) rumors 
and everything happening, the waivers,” Steven Stamkos said. “He just 
comes to the rink and he puts in the work, and he’s been a huge part of 
this team for a really long time. 

“ ... You give all the credit to him, because he’s going out there and doing 
whatever it takes to help our team win, and that attitude is contagious in 
the room when you see a veteran guy like that who’s done so much for 
this team and organization in playing a reduced role. 

“But big moments, he’s stepping in there and delivering.” 
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Second round: Lightning-Hurricanes Game 4 live updates 

 

By Frank Pastor 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

Steven Stamkos and Nikita Kucherov scored two goals apiece and the 
Lightning rallied from a two-goal, second-period deficit to defeat the 
Hurricanes 6-4 in Game 4 of their second-round series Saturday at 
Amalie Arena in Tampa. 

With 14,000 fans cheering it on, Tampa Bay took a commanding three-
games-to-one lead with a chance to clinch when the series returns to 
Raleigh, N.C., for Game 5 Tuesday at PNC Arena. 

After combining for a total of 11 goals in the first three games of the 
series, the Lightning and Hurricanes erupted for 10, including eight in the 
second period. 

After falling behind 4-2 in the second period, the Lightning stormed back 
with three power-play goals, including two by Stamkos. Kucherov had the 
other. Tyler Johnson also scored in the period. 

Brayden Point opened the scoring in the first, and Kucherov scored his 
second goal early in the third. 

The Hurricanes’ Teuvo Teravainen and Jesper Fast scored 39 seconds 
apart in the second to give Carolina a brief 2-1 lead. Dougie Hamilton 
and Jaccob Slavin added goals in the period for the ‘Canes. 

Defenseman David Savard was back in the Lightning lineup after missing 
the first three games of the series with an upper-body injury. 

Here’s how it happened: 

Third period 

David Savard penalized for interfering with Jordan Martinook 

Blake Coleman shoots wide of the net shorthanded from the slot after a 
drop pass from Barclay Goodrow 

Goodrow clears the puck out of the Lightning zone 

Tampa Bay kills the penalty 

Palat shoots wide of the net on a 2-on-1 

LIGHTNING GOAL! Kucherov scores his second goal of the game from 
the slot after a feed from Palat on a breakaway. Lightning 6, Hurricanes 
4. 

Killorn misses wide of the net from the right circle 

Hurricanes pull Mrazek for an extra attacker with more than two minutes 
remaining 

Fast tip from in front goes wide of the net 

Vasilevskiy covers with McGinn looking for a rebound. Sergachev 
responds with a glove to McGinn’s fast 

Vasilevskiy saves Necas shot off the rush from the right circle, as well as 
Aho’s rebound attempt from in close 
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Goodrow beats two Hurricanes down the ice and kills some time behind 
the Carolina net 

Lorentz shot blocked, and Vasilevskiy swallows his backhand followup 
attempt 

Slavin backhander blocked by Hedman 

Second period 

Heavy Dougie Hamilton shot from the right circle saved by Vasilevskiy 

Brayden Point tripped behind the net by Andrei Svechnikov, and the 
Lightning get their third power play 

Vasilevskiy saves Aho shorthanded chance from the left circle 

Hakanpaa blocks Stamkos shot from the left circle 

Carolina kills the penalty 

HURRICANES GOAL: Teuvo Teravainen scores on a quick shot from 
between the hashmarks off a feed from below the goal line from Jordan 
Staal. Lightning 1, Hurricanes 1. 

HURRICANES GOAL: Jesper Fast beats Jan Rutta to a puck in front of 
the net and sweeps it past Vasilevskiy. It’s the second Carolina goal in 39 
seconds. Hurricanes 2, Lightning 1. 

David Savard penalized for tripping Warren Foegele, and the Hurricanes 
get their first power play 

Barclay Goodrow strips the puck from Aho behind the Hurricanes net 

Sergachev hits Aho, and the Lightning clear the puck out of the zone 

Killorn slides the puck back out of the zone 

Goodrow pass just eludes Coleman’s stick on a shorthanded 2-on-1 rush 

Lightning kill the penalty 

Goodrow blocks Bean shot from in front 

Rutta down after hit along the boards. Jordan Martinook called for 
boarding 

Kucherov whiffs on chance from the doorstep after cross-crease feed 
from Point 

LIGHTNING GOAL! Stamkos scores into an empty net after Mrazek can’t 
hold onto Point shot from the slot and Killorn rebound chance goes off 
the crossbar over to Stamkos in the left circle. 10:06 left in the period. 
Lightning 2, Hurricanes 2. 

HURRICANES GOAL: Dougie Hamilton beats Vasilevskiy over the right 
shoulder with a shot from the point. Hurricanes 3, Lightning 2 

HURRICANES GOAL: Jaccob Slavin scores on an impossible-angle shot 
from the left side boards. Fourth goal allowed by Vasilevskiy on 17 shots. 
Hurricanes 4, Lightning 2. 

Jake Bean penalized for holding Barclay Goodrow 

Mrazek saves quick shot from Kucherov after faceoff win 

LIGHTNING GOAL! Kucherov scores on the power play. 5:22 left in the 
period. Hurricanes 4, Lightning 3 

LIGHTNING GOAL: Tyler Johnson scores from above the right circle. 
Lightning 4, Hurricanes 4. 

Mrazek stones Palat on a breakaway 

LIGHTNING GOAL! Stamkos scores a power-play goal from the lower 
left circle after a cross-ice feed from Kucherov. Lightning 5, Hurricanes 4. 

First period 

Warren Foegele and Blake Coleman are sent to the penalty box for 
unsportsmanlike conduct even before the opening puck drop, so we’ll 
start with 4-on-4 play for two minutes 

Victor Hedman jumps into the play, but Brett Pesce dives and deflects his 
shot from the left circle 

Ryan McDonagh shot from the point doesn’t get through to the net 

Mrazek saves Hedman shot from the high slot 

The 4-on-4 expires 

Nikita Kucherov slow to get up after getting hit in the helmet by a high 
stick from Brady Skjei. Skejei goes to the box but then exits as no penalty 
was called on the play. Jon Cooper is not happy. 

Andrei Svechnikov misses wide from between the circles after a 
McDonagh turnover in the Lightning zone 

Andrei Vasilevskiy catches Teuvo Teravainen shot from the right circle 
with traffic in front 

Jake Bean thwarts Anthony Cirelli wraparound attempt 

Mrazek stops Barclay Goodrow shot off the rush after cross-ice pass 
from Yanni Gourde 

Pesce shot from right point misses wide 

Alex Killorn shoots wide from the left circle 

Wraparound chance by Kucherov and backhander by Brayden Point 
won’t go 

Jordan Staal penalized for hooking Barclay Goodrow, and the Lightning 
get their first power play 

Brayden Point has a chance on a backhander during a scrum in front of 
the net after a Victor Hedman shot from the point, but Pesce forces the 
puck wide 

Sebastian Aho clears the puck 

Mrazek stops sneaky low shot from Kucherov with a skate save 

Hurricanes kill the penalty 

A diving Ross Colton breaks up a scoring chance for Brock McGinn, who 
broke in all alone on Vasilevskiy 

LIGHTNING GOAL! Brayden Point taps in Ondrej Palat pass from the left 
circle to the edge of the crease with 5:36 left in the period. Lightning 1, 
Hurricanes 0. 

Point draws a hooking penalty from Svechnikov after a nice pass from 
Kucherov into the slot 

Teravainen clears the puck out of the zone after a misfire from Kucherov 

Aho gets a clear 

Another Carolina clear 

Ditto 

And, yet another clear 

Mrazek saves Sergachev shot from long range, and Carolina kills the 
penalty 

Goodrow backhander goes wide of the net 

It’s funny how hockey works sometimes. 

With so few goals scored and such a slim margin for error, the team that 
controls play for the majority of a game doesn’t always win. Conversely, 
a team can be outplayed but still pull out a victory with an opportunistic 
goal. 
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Which is why, as Lightning coach Jon Cooper so often points out, it’s 
important to trust the process. The playoffs are a “big damn roller 
coaster,” he said after the Lightning’s overtime loss Thursday in Game 3. 
You can’t get too high with the highs or too low with the lows. 

Play an honest, 200-foot game for 60 minutes, make smart decisions 
with the puck and fulfill your defensive responsibilities, and more often 
than not, things will work out in your favor. It’s a formula Tampa Bay rode 
all the way to a Stanley Cup championship last season. 

Which is why Lightning fans should feel good about their team’s chances 
tonight in Game 4 at Amalie Arena. Despite losing for the first time in the 
series two nights ago, Tampa Bay players, to a man, said they were 
pleased with their game, which was their best to that point in the series. 

They competed hard, increased their time in the Carolina zone, got their 
defensemen — particularly Victor Hedman and Jan Rutta — involved 
offensively, and reignited their power play, converting two of three 
chances with the man advantage. 

If they do the same things tonight, chances are they’ll return to Raleigh, 
N.C., for Game 5 on Tuesday leading the series 3-1. Of course, it also 
might help if they improve in the faceoff circle and do a better job of 
staying out of the penalty box. 

Lightning defenseman David Savard, who missed the first three games of 
the series with an upper-body injury, skated during pregame warmups, 
paired with Mikhail Sergachev. 

The Hurricanes are sticking with Game 3 starter Petr Mrazek in goal, as 
the veteran stopped 35 of 37 shots on Thursday, including 14 in the third 
period and overtime. Second-line wing Warren Foegele is back in the 
Carolina lineup, but forward Vincent Trocheck remains out. 
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Lightning see room for improvement in faceoff circle 

 

By Mari Faiello 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

TAMPA — As he did in the first two games of the second-round playoff 
series, Lightning center Yanni Gourde lined up opposite Hurricanes 
counterpart Jordan Staal at center ice to begin Thursday night’s Game 3 
at Amalie Arena. 

And just as in the previous two in Raleigh, N.C., Staal got the better of 
Gourde, giving Carolina possession of the puck to start the game. 

Through the first three games of the series, the Hurricanes have won 54 
percent of the faceoffs, including 57 percent (30 of 53) in their 3-2 
overtime win in Game 3. They’ve been consistently dominant, winning at 
least 52 percent in each game. 

“It does add up in terms of possession time, but especially (defensive)-
zone, offensive-zone faceoffs are important either in creating offense or 
getting the puck out of your zone,” Lightning assistant coach Jeff Halpern 
said. “It’s something that we talk about with each individual guy.” 

Gourde led the Lightning with 316 faceoff wins during the regular season. 
Among Tampa Bay skaters with at least 30 games played, Steven 
Stamkos had the best win percentage, 57.2 (238 of 416). 

Stamkos’ productivity in the faceoff circle was a big reason the Lightning 
feared his absence after he hunched over in discomfort in a noncontact 
situation in the third period of a win April 8 at Columbus. Stamkos missed 
the final 16 games of the regular season with a lower-body injury. 

“There’s no doubt it’s a concern, and our centers, they’ve got to dig in,” 
coach Jon Cooper said at the time. “And not every faceoff is won 
completely clean. It’s on our wingers, as well. A little bit of our faceoff 
intensity has got to pick up.” 

An overtime goal by Jordan Staal gave the Hurricanes a 3-2 win over the 
Lightning in Game 3 Thursday at Amalie Arena. 

Staal ranked third in faceoff win percentage (60.64) this postseason 
entering Friday’s games, winning 39 of 64 meetings at the dot. Carolina 
had the fourth-best faceoff win percentage (52.2 percent) in the 
postseason; Tampa Bay ranked 11th (48.2 percent).  

Staal’s faceoff wins have helped Carolina control the pace of games, 
something that became even more prominent Thursday. He won his first 
five faceoffs in the opening period before losing to Gourde in the 
Hurricanes zone with 7:50 remaining in the period, the Lightning’s first 
faceoff win after eight losses. 

It’s an area the Lightning know they have to improve. 

“Obviously you want to be starting with the puck more times than not,” 
center Anthony Cirelli said. “I think our centermen, I know myself, have to 
do a better job trying to come up with more wins.” 
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How the Lightning’s Nikita Kucherov took over Game 4 and shifted the 
series: ‘He was just a beast’ 

 

By Joe Smith 

 

The moment Nikita Kucherov took over Saturday’s crazy Game 4 wasn’t 
on any timely goal or slick assist. 

It came when Kucherov got knocked on his rear. 

Kucherov, 27, is an emotional, intensely competitive player. It’s partly 
what makes the Lightning winger one of the best talents in the world, a 
game-changing force. When Kucherov is engaged, he’s nearly 
impossible to stop. When he’s frustrated, he can blow his top. And you 
have to imagine how much Kucherov was stewing having to watch the 
ending of Thursday’s overtime loss to Carolina from the penalty box. He 
had taken an offensive-zone holding-the-stick penalty, a big no-no in that 
type of moment. 

But with the Lightning losing control of Saturday’s game, and potentially 
the series, it was how Kucherov kept his cool — then put his team on his 
back — that could become a turning point in another Stanley Cup run. 

With just under seven minutes remaining in the second period, the 
Hurricanes had taken a 4-2 lead. The 13,000-plus at Amalie Arena were 
silenced, maybe a bit freaked out. Defenseman Jaccob Slavin just beat 
Andrei Vasilevskiy with a weird-angled shot. On the next shift, Slavin and 
Kucherov raced for the puck near the Carolina blue line. It was then 
when Slavin grabbed Kucherov and slammed him to the ice. 

What did Kucherov do? He didn’t slam his stick against the boards. He 
didn’t race after Slavin and retaliate with a slash to the back of the legs. 
The 2019 Hart Trophy winner picked himself up, slid into the slot and 
called for the puck. 
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The next thing Kucherov hit was the post. 

The Hurricanes weren’t so lucky after that, as Kucherov scored the first 
of his two goals on the ensuing power play. He set up Steven Stamkos 
for the go-ahead goal on another man advantage. And he sealed the 
game with a wicked wrist shot off the rush six minutes into the third. The 
6-4 win gave the Lightning a 3-1 series lead heading into Game 5 on 
Tuesday in Raleigh, N.C. 

“He might have taken the game over,” Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper 
said. “He got hit by one of their guys, and he channeled all his energy the 
right way. He was just a beast out there. He was making the plays all 
over the place. I thought he might have been the best player on the ice. 
When Kuch is doing some of the things he did tonight, he’s borderline 
unstoppable. 

“It was great to see him do what he did tonight, because we definitely 
needed him.” 

As has been the case in the rest of the playoffs, the Lightning weren’t a 
one-man show. The penalty kill, led by Barclay Goodrow and Blake 
Coleman, came up big on a few occasions. Tyler Johnson, put on 
waivers twice in the offseason and now on the fourth line, added another 
memorable playoff moment with the tying goal late in the second period. 
“He’s been exceptional,” Cooper said. Stamkos, making up for lost time 
after playing just three minutes in last year’s Cup run, scored twice, 
giving him five goals in the playoffs. 

But when the second period quickly turned into a hot mess, with eight 
combined goals (seven on 17 shots), it was the Lightning’s stars who 
helped them escape a potentially damning loss. 

“It was a damn circus out there,” Cooper said. “But definitely no refunds 
after that one. Take your coach’s hat off, it was one hell of an 
entertaining second period.” 

When the Lightning were down two goals midway through the second 
period, their championship mettle really showed. 

“Nothing is really going to surprise this group,” Stamkos said. “At this 
time of year, you check your ego at the door. You need your top players 
to play really well, and we’ve seen that time and time again.” 

Especially with Kucherov. The Lightning’s franchise leader in career 
playoff goals and points — passing Hall of Famer Marty St. Louis — 
picked up where he left off after missing the entire regular season 
following hip surgery. Kucherov scored back-to-back goals in Game 1 of 
the series against the Panthers — his first game in eight months — to dig 
Tampa Bay out of a deficit in an eventual 5-4 win (beating his own record 
with 11 points in a series). Panthers coach Joel Quenneville said 
Kucherov is the kind of dynamic player who can “change the complexion 
of a series.” And Kucherov has now done it twice. 

Alex Killorn pointed to all the small plays Kucherov made in his own end 
in the third period when Tampa Bay shut it down, which is reminiscent of 
how the Russian winger evolved into a bigger leader in last year’s 
playoffs. 

“Kuch is a special player, it’s amazing to see what he’s doing with the 
time he had off all season,” Killorn said. “It seems like he hasn’t lost a 
step. He’s doing everything the right way and guys are following him, for 
sure.” 

Kucherov’s first goal Saturday came two minutes after Slavin’s. It was a 
wrist shot on the power play from the top of the right circle — Kucherov’s 
“office.” It’s the spot where Kucherov takes dozens of shots before and 
after practice and in warmups (not to mention the hundreds of shots he 
took a day on the synthetic ice surface in his garage during his rehab). 

But the dagger by Kucherov came six minutes into the third. He joined a 
rush as a trailer with Ondrej Palat, then ripped a quick snapshot one-
timer that fooled goaltender Peter Mrazek. 

“I tried to catch him off guard,” Kucherov said. “I don’t think any goalie is 
expecting that shot coming from that far. I knew it’d take him a little while 

to get on the left side, and I was trying to surprise him and see what 
happens. It was a nice pass. It was not where I wanted my shot, going 
five-hole. I wanted to go high. My glove slipped, but I’ll take it.” 

What Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour — a Cup champion as a player 
— admires about Kucherov is how he’s always thinking one or two plays 
ahead. “With the super-elite guys, the skill set is obvious,” Brind’Amour 
said. “They know where the puck is going before they get it, they know 
when it’s on their stick where to go, they’re baiting a guy over here. It’s 
the stuff that you can’t teach. It’s a special, special talent. The great ones 
all have it.” 

Kucherov has an elite hockey IQ, which is what makes the rest of his 
skills that much more dangerous. Even his Russian Five idols have 
marveled at Kucherov’s game. Lightning founder Phil Esposito, a Hall of 
Famer and one of the league’s all-time goal scorers, once told me he 
wished he “had three-quarters or half the talent that Kucherov has when I 
was playing.” 

“(Kucherov) can be so dominant, it’s insane,” Esposito said. “He could be 
as dominant as Sidney Crosby. Or (Connor) McDavid. He can be as 
dominant as that. When they are, they make the other guys around them 
a lot better. But (Kucherov) is our guy. He’s our Phil Esposito. He’s our 
Guy LaFleur with the Canadiens.” 

On Saturday, Kucherov didn’t have to be the Lightning’s Esposito or 
LaFleur. 

Just being himself was more than enough to change the game — and 
maybe the series. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Islanders tie series vs. Bruins by continuing to embrace 
four-line identity 

 

Iain MacIntyre @imacSportsnet  

June 6, 2021, 12:33 AM 

 

Barry Trotz says if he wasn’t coaching, he’d be glued to his television 
watching the New York Islanders playing their riveting playoff series 
against the Boston Bruins. 

But if Trotz wasn’t coaching, the Islanders probably wouldn’t be there. 

Apart from the Islanders’ defensive stoutness, the evidence of the head 
coach’s impact is the way New York embraces and embodies the idea of 
a four-line team. That, and the fact the Islanders are in their eighth 
playoff series since Trotz arrived three years ago, and New York’s five 
series wins – and counting? – are more than the franchise won over the 
previous 30 years. 

Yeah, there is a “Barry Trotz Effect” to the Islanders, who beat the 
Boston Bruins 4-1 Saturday on Long Island to even the ferocious East 
Division final at 2-2. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

No individual Islander is as good as the best four Bruins, although New 
York dynamo Mathew Barzal is pretty close when he plays the way he 
did Saturday, beautifully setting up Kyle Palmieri for his team’s first goal 
and scoring the winner himself by batting a deflected puck past Bruins 
goalie Tuukka Rask at 13:03 of the third period. 
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But the Islanders have depth and balance and, more than that, clarity 
and consistency among players about their roles and what they have to 
do each night to help New York win. 

If you weren’t sure what the Stanley Cup playoffs are all about, you 
needed to only pay attention to Trotz during his 12-minute pre-game 
Zoom call with reporters. 

“That’s the hard mental part of playoff hockey that people don’t 
understand, that it’s not going to feel good all the time, it’s not going to 
look good all the time,” Trotz explained. “And you might not get nothing 
done. I mean, you could go 58 minutes, 59 minutes in a game where 
nothing’s happened because both teams are razor sharp in terms of their 
detail and protecting ice and all that. And then one split second, the 
game could be over. So that’s the hard mental part of the game that 
people don’t understand. You can’t relax. 

“We know that you stick with it, and you’re resilient and understand that 
(trailing in a series) is not the way we want it to go. Every team would 
love to blow through the other team four straight and win a Stanley Cup 
and go home. But that’s fantasy, that doesn’t happen. You’ve got to stay 
in the moment and you’ve got to be willing to commit in all those areas. 
This is a good series. I was saying, if I wasn’t coaching, I’d be been 
watching the series because it’s a helluva series right now.” 

On his team’s relentless physicality: “You start to take the other person 
out of their game. That’s what physical play does. It wears you out, it 
wears you out mentally. Some guys are mentally stronger than others. 
Some guys have a bigger backbone, as I would say, when it comes to 
those situations. And that’s why, I think in playoffs, (hitting) gets ramped 
up a little bit. 

“It’s like a boxer. You get hit enough, at some point you’re going to go 
down. That’s how you win fights. You’ve got to … win your battles to get 
free from people, and get to the inside. And that’s what playoff hockey is. 
As much as it is about skill, it’s as much about will.” 

And he explained the difference in coaching the four-line Islanders 
compared to when he won a Stanley Cup in 2018 with the Washington 
Capitals, whose top-end stars were comparable to the Bruins’ Patrice 
Bergeron, David Pastrnak, Brad Marchand and Charlie McAvoy. 

“It is a little bit (different) I think with the, I’ll say, elite superstars,” he said. 
“Those players demand ice time and they’ve earned their ice time over 
the course of time. But sometimes you have to manage them a little bit 
more in different areas and different parts of their game, so you find other 
ways to get other guys involved. 

“With this group, with the four lines, they all know that they’re going to 
have to play, they all know that they’re going to have to play against 
everybody and they all know that they’re going to have to find ways to 
contribute. And they have. I always say: ‘Know who you are as a player.’ 
And I think we have a good grasp of who we are.” 

And then the Islanders played Game 4 the way Trotz explained his team. 
Brilliant. 

MAT’S BAT ATTACK 

With no goals and just four points through his first eight playoff games, 
Barzal has been better with each game in this series and was flying on 
Saturday. He was the game’s first star, setting up one goal and scoring 
another before the Islanders added a couple of empty-netters. 

“If we lose three straight in the playoffs and I haven’t produced or my 
game has been off, then obviously I’m hard on myself,” Barzal told 
reporters after the game. “This is the playoffs; this is just about winning 
hockey games, whether you’re the guy that night that gets a winning goal 
or the guy that just plays sound all night and helps your team in different 
ways. I’m obviously hard on myself, but this time of year it’s just about 
getting wins.” 

After disappearing at times amid the physical mayhem during the first two 
games in Boston, Barzal was in the middle of everything on Saturday. 

He was lucky to escape with only a minor penalty for a high crosscheck 
on Curtis Lazar in the first period, and lucky to escape with his 
reproductive organs intact after getting speared in the crotch by David 
Krejci in the second. 

Barzal had given Krejci four, quick crosschecks from behind during a 
puck battle in the corner when the veteran Bruin turned on him. Initially, 
Krejci was given a major penalty for spearing but it was reviewed and 
downgraded to a slashing minor. 

“He’s an elite player with superstar, superstar skill and when he’s going 
out there, we’re following right behind him,” teammate Casey Cizikas 
said after his empty-net goal. “He’s our top guy and you know guys are 
going to try to take runs at him. There’s no give up, there’s no give in that 
kid. You could see that tonight.” 

IT’S PLAYOFFS WHEN… 

Boston winger Taylor Hall had his first NHL fight since 2011 when he 
accepted a first-period challenge from Islander defenceman Scott 
Mayfield. 

“We’re playing a lot against each other,” Mayfield said. “He likes to get to 
the net, he’s got speed, so I need to make sure I’m physical on him. 
Playoffs get emotional, and I think that’s what that was. Good for him; I 
know he’s not known for doing that, that’s for sure.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Hurricanes’ poor discipline proves costly in ‘chaotic’ Game 
5 vs. Lightning 

 

Eric Francis @EricFrancis  

June 5, 2021, 9:07 PM 

 

Steven Stamkos said it was, “probably the craziest playoff period you’re 
going to see the rest of the way.” 

Jon Cooper agreed, comparing it to The Hulk roller coaster at Universal 
Orlando. 

“That was chaotic — it was a damn circus out there,” smiled the Lightning 
coach. “But, definitely no refunds after that one. Take your coach’s hat 
off, it was one hell of an entertaining second period.” 

CHOOSE PLAN 

In a tight-checking series against Carolina, in which both teams have 
repeatedly lamented how little room there is to make plays, it all suddenly 
unfolded into a hockey fan’s dream. 

Eight goals in a single period, the first time in 11 years an NHL playoff 
game has seen anything like it. 

Four from the Hurricanes and four from the host Bolts. 

How wonderful that a fairly packed arena by the bay got to experience it 
live. 

In fact, the raucous gathering likely did well to spur the madness on, as 
the hosts rallied from a 4-2 deficit with four unanswered goals in a 6-4 
win. 

In a series that featured just 11 goals in the previous three games, few 
could have predicted the turn of events, especially since Cooper and Co. 
won the Stanley Cup a year earlier by making a concerted effort to avoid 
such rampant red lighting. 
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As Tyler Johnson put it, “it’s not our bread and butter — it’s not what our 
team preaches. We have to be better defensively.” 

Remaining Time -1:48 

Gotta See It: Hurricanes and Lightning combine for 8 goals in second 
period 

Okay, we get it — defence wins championships. 

But on a team spearheaded by Nikita Kucherov, Brayden Point and 
Stamkos (who combined for five goals and eight points) we had to ask 
Cooper if we are really supposed to believe he’d prefer his team avoids 
the odd pond hockey production. 

“There was a time we were kind of the greatest show on ice a few years 
ago, and many times those ended up in disappointing playoff outs,” 
explained the coach. “Probably why we’ve had success the last couple 
years is the team has this ability to win in different ways. If you want to 
get into a shootout we have a group that can do it that way. But it’s not 
ideal. We really have this true belief that it’s what you keep out of your 
net and not how much you put in the other net. We try to live by that. 

“Does it always go by plan? No. But if you want to go far it’s just the 
mentality you have to have. If you’re defending and you’re checking, 
eventually your skill takes over at some point and we’ve been fortunate 
the last couple springs we’ve been able to rise above whether it’s a close 
checking game or the high flying, high scoring game.” 

Point’s first-period strike marked the first time in the series a team scored 
in the opening frame. 

Early in the second Teuvo Teravainen and Jesper Fast scored 39 
seconds apart for the ’Canes before Stamkos and Dougie Hamilton 
traded goals by the midway mark. 

Remaining Time -1:22 

Hurricanes take the lead with two goals in less than a minute 

Jaccob Slavin’s sharp-angled snipe gave Carolina a two-goal cushion 
that appeared to have turned the series around, with the Lightning facing 
the possibility of seeing the series tied 2-2. 

Then something curious happened: Rod Brind’Amour’s boys forgot the 
golden rule when facing Tampa. 

Don’t take penalties. 

All told the visitors took five in the period, including several bad ones. 

Kucherov’s strike with Jake Bean in the box sparked the crowd and the 
bench, as part of a three-point effort from the playoff scoring leader 
whose club finished the night 3-of-6 on a power play now operating at 41 
per cent this spring. 

A roof job by fourth line luxury Johnson was followed by another Stamkos 
power play goal before the second period ended with the hosts up 5-4. 

Remaining Time -0:53 

Johnson rips shot off post and in to beat Mrazek 

“To be honest he may have taken the game over,” said Cooper of 
Kucherov, whose early third-period goal gave the Lightning a 3-1 series 
stranglehold. 

“There was a point in the second period we clearly lost control and he 
had been hit in a tough manner by one of their guys and he just 
channelled all his energy in the right way. It was a 5-on-5 shift and he 
was just a beast out there. Then we had our power play opportunities 
and he was just making plays all over the place. I thought he might have 
been the best player on the ice tonight, and when Kuch is doing some of 
the things he was doing tonight he’s borderline unstoppable. 

“It was great to see him do what he did tonight because we definitely 
needed him.” 

What Carolina needed was some goaltending, as Game 3 hero Petr 
Mrazek definitely played like he’d had only one start in almost a month, 
stopping just 20 of 26 shots. 

Expect rookie sensation Alex Nedeljkovic to start Game 5 in Raleigh 
Tuesday. 

And expect discipline to be top of mind for the Hurricanes, or this series 
ends in five. 
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USA TODAY / Islanders' Mathew Barzal, cheap-shotted by David Krejci 
earlier, scores winning goal to beat Bruins 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

USA TODAY 

 

UNIONDALE, N.Y. – This barn hasn’t seen its last hockey. That much is 
a guarantee for the Nassau Coliseum, where the New York Islanders 
defeated the Boston Bruins 4-1 on Saturday in Game 4 of their second-
round series. 

By evening the series 2-2, the Islanders ensured that Game 6 will be 
played here Wednesday, regardless of the outcome of Game 5 Monday 
night in Boston. Had the Islanders fallen Saturday, there was a chance 
that this building would have seen its last professional hockey. The 
Islanders will move to a brand-new arena in Elmont, New York, starting 
next season. 

Islanders star Mathew Barzal played hero in the victory, scoring the 
game-winner off a deflection with less than seven minutes remaining.  

After being named first star of the game, Barzal skated the customary 
salute and shouted to the Islanders faithful: “Let’s go. Our house.” 

“We go down 3-1 to these guys heading back to TD Garden,” Barzal 
said, “that’s a death sentence,” 

A period earlier, he had been on the receiving end of a cheap shot from 
Bruins forward David Krejci during a chippy game that featured several 
skirmishes and fisticuffs. 

“As much as you want to put that on us, I think they were looking for 
some momentum, too," Islanders coach Barry Trotz said.  

Barzal had cross-checked Krejci several times before the Bruins player 
reacted at 11:16 of the second period by using his stick to, seemingly on 
purpose, hit Barzal in the groin. 

"Obviously, I wasn't too happy about it," Krejci said. "He went down pretty 
easily, but it is what it is 

The referees originally whistled Krejci for a major but switched it to a two-
minute slashing minor after a review. Barzal was all right after the game, 
but expressed some surprise that a major wasn't upheld.  

“I haven't seen the clip, but I felt it was a little vicious," he said. "It’s the 
refs' call, a judgment call for them, yeah, I thought it was a tad vicious.” 

Washington Capitals star Alex Ovechkin received a fine of $5,000 for a 
similar play as Krejci's earlier this season. That amount is the maximum 
fine under the collective bargaining agreement. There is a chance Krejci 
could face the same financial sanction after the NHL Department of 
Player Safety reviews the play. 
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Krejci had started the game’s scoring with a second-period, power-play 
goal. The Islanders answered quickly, with Barzal finding Kyle Palmieri in 
front of the net for the equalizer. 

Empty-net goals from Casey Cizikas and Jean-Gabriel Pageau cemented 
the victory for the Islanders, who got 28 saves from goalie Semyon 
Varlamov. Boston's Tuukka Rask finished with 30 saves. 

This year's NHL playoffs have not been without physicality. On Thursday, 
the NHL suspended Winnipeg Jets forward Mark Scheifele four games 
for a hit on the Montreal Canadiens' Jake Evans that resulted in Evans 
needing to be stretchered off the ice.  

In the Vegas-Colorado series, Golden Knights forward Ryan Reeves was 
suspended for two games for his actions against Avalanche defenseman 
Ryan Graves during a scrum. 

And despite being on the receiving end of a different borderline play 
Saturday, Barzal found a way to make his star shine in the brightest 
moment. 

"This is about winning hockey games," he said, "whether you’re the guy 
who gets the winning goal or you’re the guy who plays sound and helps 
in other ways." 

 

USA TODAY LOADED: 06.06.2021 


