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The Canes’ aggressive pressure on the penalty kill isn’t fazing Tampa Bay’s power play  

By Chip Alexander  

Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper respects the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ penalty killing, calling it among the most 
aggressive and effective in the league. 

At the same time ... 

“They’re taking the gamble you can’t make plays under 
pressure, and we’re saying we can,” Cooper said after Game 
1 of the playoff series with the Canes. 

On Tampa Bay’s first three power plays Saturday in Game 4, 
the Canes’ penalty killers pressured and won that “gamble.” 
Then, the Lightning scored on three straight power plays, 
taking a 5-4 lead that Tampa Bay turned into a 6-4 victory 
and a 3-1 series lead. 

It’s an interesting standoff. The Canes have such tough, 
crafty penalty killers as Jordan Staal, Brock McGinn, Brett 
Pesce, Jaccob Slavin and Brady Skjei. They also throw 
forwards Sebastian Aho, Martin Necas and Teuvo 
Teravainen into the mix for added speed and it has produced 
some shorthanded chances. 

The Canes were third in penalty killing in the regular season 
(85.2 percent) and were third among playoff teams (88.2 
percent) after their first-round victory over the Nashville 
Predators.  

“There’s a reason they had one of the top penalty kills in the 
league,” Cooper said. “They’ve got a plan. It’s not all run and 
gun and hope the other team screws up. They pressure you 
and they know where they’re going and when they’re going. 
You have to work.” 

What works well for Tampa Bay is being able to send out 
forwards Brayden Point, Nikita Kucherov, Steven Stamkos, 
Anthony Cirelli and defenseman Victor Hedman, who is 
almost like a fifth forward with his offensive ability. That’s a 
powerhouse power-play lineup and Alex Killorn is a part of it. 

On their first power-play score Saturday, Aho pressured 
down ice but Kucherov swiftly carried the puck up the middle 
and into the Carolina zone. The puck was knocked into the 
left corner, but Kucherov chased after it and pushed it up the 
wall to Stamkos. 

As Necas and Aho closed in on Stamkos, he got the puck to 
the middle of the ice to Killorn, who tipped the puck to Point 
for a shot. Canes goalie Petr Mrazek shouldered it down, but 
Killorn backhanded the puck toward the net, raising his stick, 
believing he had scored. 

The puck hit off the crossbar, but directly to Stamkos closing 
in on the back side. Stamkos had an open net and didn’t 
miss as Skjei tried to get his stick on the puck. 

“They don’t give you a lot of space,” Point said of the Canes. 
“They force you to make quick plays.” 

The Lightning did and scored.  

Kucherov scored his power-play goal in the second period 
with a shot from the top of the right circle as Cirelli screened 
Mrazek. Tampa Bay’s third power-play goal ended with two 
Canes killers flat on the ice. 

It began with a loose puck high in the zone that had Staal 
diving and trying to clear, only to have Hedman slap at it and 
knock it toward the right corner to Cirelli. He waited until 
Skjei began to pressure, then passed to Kucherov, who 
quickly got it to Stamkos for a shot from the left circle and the 
score. 

The Canes’ McGinn was caught out near the blue line when 
Staal tried to clear and had to quickly reverse and recover, 
but it was too late. McGinn and Pesce both dived trying to 
get a piece of the Stamkos shot but were left frustrated on 
the ice. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour discussed the Tampa Bay 
power play in his media briefing Saturday morning, hours 
before Game 4. 

“We’re always making tiny adjustments, but at the end of the 
day, that’s five pretty talented players they’re throwing out 
there and no one’s really been able to stop them,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Brind’Amour’s message: the Canes had to limit their 
penalties.  

“And then when we do get one, we’ve got to do our best to 
kill it,” he said. 

The Canes tried their best. Three times, it worked. The last 
three times it didn’t. 

The Canes will need to get it right in Game 5, Tuesday at 
PNC Arena. If they don’t, they might not have another 
chance this season. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Tampa Bay Lightning 

When: Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

TV: NBCSN
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Lightning depth gives them chance to eliminate Hurricanes in Game 5 

Continue to get contributions throughout lineup, can win 
seventh straight playoff series 

By Dan Rosen 

The Tampa Bay Lightning are once again flying through the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs without any passengers. 

The defending Stanley Cup champions are one win from 
their sixth straight postseason series victory, up 3-1 in the 
Stanley Cup Second Round against the Carolina Hurricanes, 
because they're getting contributions up and down the lineup 
each game. 

Game 5 of the best-of-7 series is at Carolina on Tuesday 
(6:30 p.m. ET; NBCSN, SN, TVAS). 

"What makes really good teams really good is depth," 
Lightning captain Steven Stamkos said. "We saw that last 
year on the run. We've seen it in previous runs. We're seeing 
it again now. That's why we're a good team." 

In Game 4 on Saturday, it was fourth-line center Tyler 
Johnson who scored the tying goal at 17:10 of the second 
period, with assists from linemates Ross Colton and Pat 
Maroon, in a 6-4 win at Amalie Arena in Tampa, Florida. 

"It's such a big goal," forward Alex Killorn said. "When that 
line, they're playing well, he scores a huge goal for us going 
into the third period, it's great. It's not like those guys have to 
do it every night, but you have lines that can do it every night 
so you don't have to rely on any one (line)." 

Johnson had to clear waivers twice before the season began 
just to get a chance to play a reduced role from what he's 
been used to with the Lightning. 

Stamkos praised his work ethic, saying it's contagious. 

"Not a lot of people see what goes on behind the scenes 
especially this year with how tough it has been for 'Johnny' 
with all those rumors and everything happening, the 
waivers," Stamkos said. "He just comes in and he puts in the 
work. He's been a huge part of this team for a really long 
time and had some unbelievable playoff runs with us. Scores 
another big playoff goal." 

In Game 1 against Carolina, a 2-1 Tampa Bay win, it was 
third-line forward Barclay Goodrow who scored the winning 
goal in what was his second game back after missing the 
first five in the playoffs with an upper-body injury. 

Anthony Cirelli scored the winner in Game 2, also a 2-1 win. 
He hadn't scored in 28 straight games before scoring in 
Game 3 of the first round. 

Killorn scored in Game 2 and again in Game 3, a 3-2 
overtime loss. He has scored six goals in the postseason. 

"You just listed off multiple games so as a coach if that's 
happening it means you're playing multiple games in the 
playoffs, which is a good thing," Lightning coach Jon Cooper 
said. 

Tampa Bay isn't winning solely because of its depth, of 
course. The big boys have stepped up in a big way too. 

Stamkos and Nikita Kucherov each scored two goals and 
had an assist in Game 4. Kucherov leads the NHL with 17 
points (five goals, 12 assists) in the playoffs. 

Cooper said he thought Kucherov took over Game 4 in the 
second period as Tampa Bay mounted its comeback from 
down 4-2. 

He scored on the power play at 14:38 to make it 4-3 
Hurricanes and had the primary assist on Stamkos' power-
play goal at 19:37 to give the Lightning a 5-4 lead. He scored 
again at 6:01 of the third period to make it 6-4. 

"When 'Kuch' is doing some of the stuff he did tonight, he's 
borderline unstoppable," Cooper said. "It was great to see 
him do what he did tonight because we definitely needed 
him." 

There's more. 

Brayden Point had a goal and an assist in Game 4, giving 
him 11 points (seven goals, four assists) in 10 games. 
Defenseman Victor Hedman had another assist, his 11th this 
postseason, but he also started the breakout that led to 
Johnson's goal. 

"At this time of the year, you check your ego at the door, it's 
all about wins," Stamkos said. "You need your top players, 
obviously, to play really well; we've seen that time in and 
time out, last year, this year so far. Everyone fills a role on 
this team and everyone is feeling good about themselves 
coming into games knowing what they have to do." 

The list of contributors stretches off the score sheet too. 

Defenseman Ryan McDonagh has 11 blocked shots and is 
averaging 23:48 of ice time in the four games against 
Carolina. Erik Cernak, also a defenseman, leads Tampa Bay 
with 14 hits and has two assists in the series. 

The third line of Goodrow, Blake Coleman and Yanni Gourde 
is regularly extending shifts in the offensive zone. 

All but Gourde are regulars on the penalty kill, which was 2-
for-2 in Game 4. 
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"It's the lessons that we've learned in years past, we keep 
implementing them," Johnson said. "We're a really close 
team. We're a family. You see guys sacrificing their body and 

everything just to help the guy next to them, that goes a long 
way. Everyone has the same goal and that's what we're 
working toward."

About Last Night: Canes sink own ship, squander golden opportunity 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost to the Tampa Bay Lightning 6-4 
Saturday evening at Amalie Arena to fall into a 3-1 series 
hole. Here’s some takeaways from Game 4. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes squandered their best offensive 
performance yet as four unanswered Lightning goals sealed 
their Game 4 fate with a final score of 6-4 Saturday evening 
at Amalie Arena. 

The Canes’ inability to stay out of the penalty box was the 
recipe for disaster as seven penalties were assessed to the 
Hurricanes, who shot themselves in the foot all night to see 
themselves backed into a corner with a 3-1 series deficit. 

But let’s take a deeper look into how Carolina lost last night 
and where they can go from here: 

Special Teams 

Special teams was the number one reason why the 
Hurricanes lost last night’s game and has been one of the 
main reasons why they’re trailing in the series. 

Tampa had a 50% success rate on the power play last night, 
scoring on three of its six chances and have over a 42% 
success rate on the series, scoring six times on 14 total 
attempts. That means the Hurricanes’ vaunted penalty kill is 
operating at just a 58% success rate, which is abysmal.  

To be fair though, any team is going to have a hard time 
countering the Bolts’ uber talented top unit. The movement 
and fluidity they have not just positionally but in their passing 
and shooting is insanely hard to track, but if the Canes can’t 
find a way to slow them down, then their fate was already 
sealed before the puck even dropped.  

On the flip side of the special teams battle, Carolina got only 
two attempts last night and scored on zero of them, and 
neither of those power plays even looked competitive, giving 
the Lightning more momentum than what they mustered for 
themselves.  

Overall the Canes have scored only twice on the man 
advantage in 11 opportunities, but at least one of those goals 
was the overtime winner in Game 3. So the power play 
hasn’t been a death sentence, but it’s just so outclassed by 
the Bolts. 

The fact of the matter is that they just can’t be taking that 
many penalties against the Tampa Bay Lightning and expect 
to make it out with a win. 

Whether or not you want to blame officiating, the Canes 
weren’t doing themselves any favors and were putting 
themselves in positions where officials could make the calls. 
They have to be smarter and overall just more disciplined. 

The Coaching Battle 

At some point the coaching staff also has to shoulder its 
share of the responsibility.  

Last series did feel like John Hynes was out coaching Rod 
Brind’Amour, but that was primarily because Nashville 
implemented its game plan to primarily counter Carolina’s 
style of play. 

In this series though, Tampa Bay is just playing its game and 
Carolina has been matching up well in 5-on-5, but it still feels 
lopsided.  

Tampa has the ability to adjust its game entirely whether it’s 
preserving a lead or challenging to claw back into a game. 
There is an entirely different mindset with their squad when 
the scenarios change and it’s something Carolina has yet to 
be able to accomplish or counter. 

Let’s start with the defensive side. 

Once vaunted as the cornerstone of the franchise, the 
Hurricanes’ defense has seemingly started to unravel from 
the heights it once occupied. The Hurricanes are giving up a 
lot of high-danger chances and the inability to clear zones 
has become much too consistent to be circumstantial.  

This was an issue in the regular season and has felt just as 
prevalent throughout the playoffs. 

The difference has been that Carolina’s netminders had time 
and time again bailed the team out when they had given up 
those Grade-A chances, but they can only come in clutch so 
many times and we are seeing that in this series. 

Is it solely on the players or is there a broader system thing 
that is impeding the Canes? Whatever the case, adjustments 
need to be implemented to have a much tighter game 
defensively. 

Now offensively and tied into the first point, the power play 
has been a giant question mark, sometimes good enough 
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but other times simply awful. If you want to run and gun with 
the Bolts, you have to be able to score or at the very least be 
able to sustain some pressure and last night the power play 
did neither of those things. 

And as Brind’Amour has admitted, there isn’t much of a 
strategy with it. 

The players are relied upon to go off of feel and chemistry, 
but with no real plan or system, we can see why it can swing 
so much in one direction or the other. 

It’s apparent that Tampa and Nashville started to figure out 
the Canes’ tendencies, and were subsequently able to stifle 
the Canes on zone entries and disrupt the passing.  

It feels like the Canes want to keep doing the same things 
over and over and hope their relentlessness breaks through, 
but it would be a much easier time if they made simple 
adjustments here and there to disrupt the cycle.  

This goes for not only the power play, but also at 5-on-5 play 
too. 

And in that same vein of not switching things up came the 
questionable decision to keep Petr Mrazek in net for the third 
period.  

Mrazek was obviously not having a good game after two 
periods, but it was still only a one goal game at that point. 
The decision to keep him in, while consistent with what we’ve 
seen from Brind’Amour over the years, was one of stubborn 
faith. 

There’s no guarantee that Alex Nedeljkovic would have won 
them that game, but a change should have been made 
regardless if only for a potential spark to the team. 

Now it’s not to say that the coaching staff has been to blame, 
but just like the players, they too need to be better if the 
Hurricanes want to save their season. Whether that’s small 
adjustments with the game strategy or helping to find 
solutions for the mental lapses, it’s going to need to be an all 
hands on deck affair for Game 5. 

Where to go from here? 

From the get go, it was going to be an uphill battle.  

The Canes are facing the defending Stanley Cup champions 
— who are $17 million over the salary cap — and they would 
be doing it without their third-leading scorer from the regular 
season, Nino Niederreiter. 

Now they are missing Vincent Trocheck — their second 
leading scorer — and there’s a question mark hanging over 

Warren Foegele who was obviously not healthy enough to be 
effective out on the ice with no shot attempts or hits in Game 
4.  

So where do you go from here? 

The first step has to be going back to Nedeljkovic.  

It made sense at the time to go with Petr Mrazek for Game 4. 
He was spectacular in Game 3 and won the game for the 
Canes, but he was just not good enough last night. 
Nedeljkovic will be rested both physically and mentally and 
it’s time for him to be the one to finish what he started no 
matter what the end result may be. 

And then it’s decision time with the rest of the lineup.  

Trocheck can be a difference maker, but that’s only if he’s 
healthy enough to make that difference and similarly if 
Foegele isn’t good enough to be effective either, don’t play 
him. Slot in Max McCormick. He isn’t the answer to their 
problems, but he can at least offer something with his 
scrappiness and energy if Foegele is too injured to play his 
game. 

Then there is the defense. Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei were 
split up to limit the exploitation of the third pair of Jake Bean 
and Jani Hakanpaa and it still wasn’t pretty.  

First of all, Jake Bean has not had himself a good playoffs. 
He has been outmuscled in his own end and his decision 
making has left the Canes hurting multiple times. A trip to the 
press box could be good for him to take a step back and 
watch the game develop from above. 

But Pesce and Skjei need to be put back together and the 
minutes of the top two pairs have to be ratcheted up.  

Next is for the team to just all mentally lock in. Stupid 
penalties are killing them and they are really sinking their 
own ship. 

To squander away a golden opportunity — scoring four goals 
on Andrei Vasilevskiy, which probably won’t happen again — 
is death in the playoffs.  

There have also been far too many giveaways and defensive 
lapses by the Canes to just write off about. It’s a major 
concern as the team has shown they can run with Tampa at 
5v5, but these gaffs keep getting capitalized on by the 
Lightning. 

It may be too late to save the season at this point, but the 
team needs to at least go out fighting until the bitter end and 
that starts with simply being mentally sharper than the 
games before.

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article251937158.html 
https://www.nhl.com/news/lightning-depth-shines-against-hurricanes/c-325205828 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/6/22521424/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-sink-own-ship-squander-golden-opportunity-nhl-playoffs 
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Raleigh’s Stephen Franken hears cheers from hometown fans at Rex 
Hospital Open 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JUNE 06, 2021 06:21 PM,  

 

Stephen Franken didn’t win the Rex Hospital Open on Sunday. 

Mito Pereira did that with a birdie on the first hole of a playoff. The Chile 
native and former Texas Tech golfer topped Stephan Jaeger at the 
Country Club of Wakefield Plantation. With his second win of the season 
on the Korn Ferry Tour, he will be on the PGA Tour next season. 

“I’m really happy with where my game is and really happy obviously with 
where I’m headed to,” said Pereira, 26, who had a final-round 67. “Since I 
was 3 years old I’ve wanted to play on the PGA Tour.” 

Franken, a Raleigh native who played college golf at N.C. State, had the 
kind of finish he’d like to replicate more often on the Korn Ferry Tour. 
With a final-round 67 and 17-under-par 267 total, he tied for sixth place, 
his fourth top-10 finish of the season, and kept his name on the leader 
boards most of the sunny day. 

Franken, 24, got a big hometown hand at the 18th from a gallery that was 
bigger than expected at Wakefield. He tossed his golf ball to a young fan 
after the round and bounded up a hill to the clubhouse like a young man 
on a mission, eyes straight ahead. 

“It was pretty fun,” Franken said after the round. “I’m a little disappointed 
right now because I would have liked to finish better at 17 and 18 but, 
yeah, it was awesome. I’ve come to this event since I was 12, when my 
Dad and parents would bring me out. So it was really fun.” 

Franken bogeyed the par-4 17th hole, then narrowly missed a 25-foot 
birdie putt at the par-4 18th. 

Former N.C. State golfer Stephen Franken of Raleigh had a final-round 
67 and finished tied for sixth in the REX Hospital Open on the Korn Ferry 
Tour. Chip Alexander 

For players like Franken, it’s all about trying to finish in the top 25 in Korn 
Ferry points. Do that and he, too, will earn his playing card for the PGA 
Tour next season. 

Franken, a former ACC player of the year with the Pack, spent much of 
the past year traveling during the pandemic, which meant his life has 
pretty much been spent at the golf course or holed up in a hotel room. 

“It has definitely been a grind, for sure,” he said. “Last year was really 
weird with COVID. It took a bit of time for me to kind of figure out the 
transition from college to pro, because you’re on the road so much more. 
You’re never home.” 

GROWING UP A CANES FAN 

Growing up in Raleigh, Franken was a diehard Carolina Hurricanes fan 
and played in the Junior Hurricanes program for a couple of years. He 
said he was at some of the Canes’ playoff games in 2006 as the Canes 
won the Stanley Cup. 

In his tour bio, he lists Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, the team’s 2006 
captain, as one of his favorite athletes. Another favorite from the 2006 
team: Mike Commodore. 

Like Commodore, Franken was a defenseman in junior hockey. Like 
Commodore, he has red hair. Commodore was famous for his red, bushy 
‘Fro. And Franken? 

“I did have a ‘Fro,” he said, smiling. 

Commodore got a lot of attention during the 2006 Cup run for wearing a 
white bathrobe. Franken had one, too. 

Franken, who played golf at Millbrook High, earned a spot on the 
Wolfpack golf team under former coach Richard Sykes and earned a 
degree in finance while earning All-ACC honors. He continues to work 
with golf instructor Chase Duncan of Raleigh, and spent some time with 
him this week before the Rex at Lonnie Poole Golf Course. 

No swing tweaks, though. “Just making sure I’m in sync,” Franken said. 

Franken left the Rex 65th in Korn Ferry points, having won $136,185 for 
the season. His best finish this season has been a tie for fourth in the 
Huntsville Championship in early May. 

The 2019 Rex Hospital Open was Franken’s first pro event and and he 
shot 77-74 to miss the cut. But he tied for seventh in the Korn Ferry 
Qualifying Tournament in December 2019. He’s now trying to establish 
himself, prove he can take the next step and win. 

“I’m just staying in the present moment, taking it one shot at a time,” he 
said. 

Staying patient, staying on course with his career, eyes straight ahead. 

News Observer LOADED: 06.07.2021 

1215261 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

The Canes’ aggressive pressure on the penalty kill isn’t fazing Tampa 
Bay’s power play 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JUNE 06, 2021 02:58 PM 

 

Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper respects the Carolina Hurricanes’ penalty 
killing, calling it among the most aggressive and effective in the league. 

At the same time ... 

“They’re taking the gamble you can’t make plays under pressure, and 
we’re saying we can,” Cooper said after Game 1 of the playoff series with 
the Canes. 
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On Tampa Bay’s first three power plays Saturday in Game 4, the Canes’ 
penalty killers pressured and won that “gamble.” Then, the Lightning 
scored on three straight power plays, taking a 5-4 lead that Tampa Bay 
turned into a 6-4 victory and a 3-1 series lead. 

It’s an interesting standoff. The Canes have such tough, crafty penalty 
killers as Jordan Staal, Brock McGinn, Brett Pesce, Jaccob Slavin and 
Brady Skjei. They also throw forwards Sebastian Aho, Martin Necas and 
Teuvo Teravainen into the mix for added speed and it has produced 
some shorthanded chances. 

The Canes were third in penalty killing in the regular season (85.2 
percent) and were third among playoff teams (88.2 percent) after their 
first-round victory over the Nashville Predators. 

“There’s a reason they had one of the top penalty kills in the league,” 
Cooper said. “They’ve got a plan. It’s not all run and gun and hope the 
other team screws up. They pressure you and they know where they’re 
going and when they’re going. You have to work.” 

What works well for Tampa Bay is being able to send out forwards 
Brayden Point, Nikita Kucherov, Steven Stamkos, Anthony Cirelli and 
defenseman Victor Hedman, who is almost like a fifth forward with his 
offensive ability. That’s a powerhouse power-play lineup and Alex Killorn 
is a part of it. 

On their first power-play score Saturday, Aho pressured down ice but 
Kucherov swiftly carried the puck up the middle and into the Carolina 
zone. The puck was knocked into the left corner, but Kucherov chased 
after it and pushed it up the wall to Stamkos. 

As Necas and Aho closed in on Stamkos, he got the puck to the middle 
of the ice to Killorn, who tipped the puck to Point for a shot. Canes goalie 
Petr Mrazek shouldered it down, but Killorn backhanded the puck toward 
the net, raising his stick, believing he had scored. 

The puck hit off the crossbar, but directly to Stamkos closing in on the 
back side. Stamkos had an open net and didn’t miss as Skjei tried to get 
his stick on the puck. 

“They don’t give you a lot of space,” Point said of the Canes. “They force 
you to make quick plays.” 

The Lightning did and scored. 

Kucherov scored his power-play goal in the second period with a shot 
from the top of the right circle as Cirelli screened Mrazek. Tampa Bay’s 
third power-play goal ended with two Canes killers flat on the ice. 

It began with a loose puck high in the zone that had Staal diving and 
trying to clear, only to have Hedman slap at it and knock it toward the 
right corner to Cirelli. He waited until Skjei began to pressure, then 
passed to Kucherov, who quickly got it to Stamkos for a shot from the left 
circle and the score. 

The Canes’ McGinn was caught out near the blue line when Staal tried to 
clear and had to quickly reverse and recover, but it was too late. McGinn 
and Pesce both dived trying to get a piece of the Stamkos shot but were 
left frustrated on the ice. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour discussed the Tampa Bay power play in 
his media briefing Saturday morning, hours before Game 4. 

“We’re always making tiny adjustments, but at the end of the day, that’s 
five pretty talented players they’re throwing out there and no one’s really 
been able to stop them,” Brind’Amour said. 

Brind’Amour’s message: the Canes had to limit their penalties. 

“And then when we do get one, we’ve got to do our best to kill it,” he said. 

The Canes tried their best. Three times, it worked. The last three times it 
didn’t. 

The Canes will need to get it right in Game 5, Tuesday at PNC Arena. If 
they don’t, they might not have another chance this season. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

When: Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

TV: NBCSN 
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Hurricanes finally crack Vasilevskiy in wild second period ... then give it 
all back 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

JUNE 06, 2021 09:58 AM,  

 

The Carolina Hurricanes finally cracked Andrei Vasilevskiy. Finally had 
him rattled. Got four goals past him in the first 33 minutes Saturday, 
including Jaccob Slavin’s bad-angle goal that got over Vasilevskiy’s right 
shoulder on the short side. 

Then they gave the lead away, and Vasilevskiy was back to his old self, 
stopping the final nine shots he faced after giving up four goals on the 
first 16. 

With Saturday’s 6-4 win to take a 3-1 lead in the series, the Tampa Bay 
Lightning goalie has now won 10 straight in the playoffs after a loss, 
dating back to the Lightning’s sweep at the hands of the Columbus Blue 
Jackets in 2019. 

“You score four in a period and you’re feeling good,” Slavin said. “Then 
the momentum kind of swings. You can’t let that happen.” 

It was the first time since 2010 that two teams combined for eight or more 
goals in a playoff period and the 12th time in NHL history. 

PHANTOM PENALTY 

There were some odd penalty calls in Saturday’s first period, and even 
before the first period. The matching unsportsmanlike minors to Warren 
Foegele and Blake Coleman before puck drop meant the opening faceoff 
was taken four-on-four, perhaps a first in NHL playoff history. But the 
strangest one was the rescinded high-sticking call on Brady Skjei. 

Skjei clipped Nikita Kucherov in the visor and was escorted into the 
penalty box, only to be released seconds later. The NHL never provided 
an official explanation, but apparently one of the linesman made the high-
sticking call, not one of the referees, and linesmen are only allowed to 
call four-minute high-sticking penalties. 

Per the NHL rulebook, one of the very few occasions linesmen are 
allowed to call a penalty is “when it is apparent that an injury has resulted 
from a high-stick that has gone undetected by the Referees and requires 
the assessment of a double-minor penalty.” 

So: no blood, no call. And a break for the Hurricanes, who ended up 
killing two actual penalties later in the period before the Lightning broke 
through with three power-play goals in the second period. 

CLUTCH 

Only three players have scored more overtime goals in a single 
postseason than Jordan Staal’s two so far: Maurice “Rocket” Richard 
(1951), Mel Hill (1939), Corey Perry (2017), all with three. 

Former Hurricanes defenseman Niclas Wallin, who scored four in his 
career, is one of 56 others with two in a postseason, in 2002. 

CH-CH-CH-CHANGES? 
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Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour has generally resisted tinkering with 
his lineup, with the exception of inserting Maxime Lajoie for Jake 
Gardiner in the first round while Slavin was out and the switch to Petr 
Mrazek in net in Game 3, but there may be changes ahead with the two-
day gap between Game 4 and Game 5. 

Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck have two more days to recover 
from their injuries (Trocheck made the trip to Tampa, while Niederreiter 
did not) as does Foegele, who played in Game 4 after suffering a 
shoulder injury in Game 3. Alex Nedeljkovic will likely be back in net after 
Mrazek struggled in Game 4. And after yet another game where Jake 
Bean looked overwhelmed — and was victimized on the Lightning’s sixth 
goal — it would not be a surprise to see Lajoie or Gardiner draw in on 
defense. 

That’s most likely Gardiner, since the Hurricanes can protect his 
matchups at home, but Lajoie showed in the Nashville series he’s 
capable of playing playoff-level defense. At forward, Max McCormick 
remains the next available player. 
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When another gear is needed, Lightning turn to Nikita Kucherov 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

TAMPA — Teams have tried to neutralize Nikita Kucherov this 
postseason, with limited success. 

The Hurricanes have sought to take away space from the Lightning right 
wing and keep the puck off his stick. It’s not coincidental that Carolina’s 
only win of this second-round series came with Kucherov in the penalty 
box. In the previous series, the Panthers aimed to rough Kucherov up, 
even knocking him out of Game 4 (a 6-2 Tampa Bay victory). 

We’ve seen enough of these Stanley Cup playoffs to know that the 
Lightning are a much better team with Kucherov. Still, when the Game 4 
momentum was starting to tilt in favor of Carolina in the second period of 
Saturday’s 6-4 comeback win at Amalie Arena, Kucherov found another 
gear. 

“To be honest, he might have taken the game over,” Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper said. “There was a point ... (where) clearly we had lost control of 
the second period a little bit. And he’d been kind of hit in a tough manner 
by one of their guys and he just channeled all his energy the right way. 

“He was just a beast out there. I thought he might have been the best 
player on the ice.” 

Defenseman Jaccob Slavin’s seeing-eye goal from the end line along the 
far boards — a shot that went just over Andrei Vasilevskiy’s right 
shoulder, hit off the crossbar and into the net — had just given Carolina a 
4-2 lead with 7:19 left in the second. 

On the next 5-on-5 shift, Slavin knocked Kucherov against the far boards 
and down to the ice. But Kucherov got back to his feet quickly, raced to 
the slot and pounded a shot into goaltender Petr Mrazek’s chest. 

Soon enough, the Lightning had a power-play opportunity. After captain 
Steven Stamkos missed his shot on net, Kucherov took the carom off the 
end boards against the far wall, took two strides to the top of the right 
circle and unloaded a rocket into the back of the net. 

After Tyler Johnson’s first goal of the postseason tied the score at 4, the 
Lightning were on the power play again. Kucherov charged in toward the 
net from the right circle, but passed across the crease to Stamkos past 
two diving Carolina players. Stamkos scored the go-ahead goal. After 
starting 0-for-3, the Lightning power play scored on their next three man-
advantages. 

“I don’t think they do anything special out there and no adjustments were 
needed to be done,” Kucherov said of the Lightning power play. “We had 
to go there and be ready to execute right away and make those plays, 
and that wasn’t good enough in the first couple.” 

Ondrej Palat’s steal in the neutral zone in the third period set up 
Kucherov’s second goal, which he snapped from well above the circles, 
intending to go high but was still able to beat Mrazek through the five 
hole. 

“Just trying to catch him off guard and I don’t think any goalie is 
expecting that shot coming from that far,” Kucherov said. 

The Lightning first line of Kucherov, Brayden Point and Palat played a 
good chunk of their 5-on-5 time in the third period against the Hurricanes’ 
top scoring line, and Kucherov set the tone on the forecheck down the 
stretch. 

“(Kucherov) is a special player,” Lightning forward Alex Killorn said. “It’s 
amazing to see what he was doing with the time that he had off all 
season (recovering from hip surgery) and it seems like he hasn’t lost a 
step. I love the plays he was making in the third period. He does a lot to 
get us back in the game. He played a lot of minutes (Saturday) against a 
good line. And at the end, he’s doing everything defensively the right way 
and guys are following him for sure, with the way he’s playing.” 

With the three-point game, Kucherov (41 goals, 71 assists) also joined an 
exclusive club of players to log at least 40 goals and 70 assists through 
their first 100 playoff games — a list that includes Hall of Famers Wayne 
Gretzky, Jari Kurri, Denis Savard, Mario Lemieux and Peter Forsberg as 
well as future Hall of Famer Sidney Crosby. 

This postseason, Kucherov leads all skaters with 17 points (five goals, 12 
assists). 

“When Kuch is doing some of the stuff he did (Saturday), he’s borderline 
unstoppable,” Cooper said. “It was great to see him do what he did 
because we definitely needed him.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens take commanding series lead by continuing to 
frustrate Jets 

 

Eric Engels June 6, 2021, 11:04 PM 

 

MONTREAL — If George Foreman were watching this Montreal 
Canadiens season unfold, he’d have been flashing back to the Rumble in 
the Jungle in Zaire. 

The Canadiens, rope-a-dopers, a team that backed into the playoffs on a 
five-game losing streak, are now a team on a six-game burner, one win 
away from the Stanley Cup semifinals. They were supposed to get 
trampled by the Toronto Maple Leafs in Round 1, and they nearly were 
before bouncing off the mat and punching their way to a devastating 
knockout in Game 7. 

They haven’t just won six straight games; they’ve led from wire to wire. 
And for three straight wins against the Winnipeg Jets in Round 2, the 
Canadiens have looked like Muhammad Ali in his prime — untouchable. 
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If Game 3 was a harbinger, the Canadiens will be cooling their heels for a 
bit while the Vegas Golden Knights and Colorado Avalanche duke it out 
for who gets to play them next. They came out with eight of the first 10 
shots of this must-win for the Jets, got to Connor Hellebuyck in the fifth 
minute of the first period and never looked back. 

The goal, scored by Corey Perry, came after two straight minutes of total 
dominance in the offensive zone. The Canadiens followed it up with four 
more and won the game 5-1. 

The Jets, for large portions of it, looked like Foreman — swinging wildly 
and missing, tiring themselves out before falling on their faces. They 
were frustrated, and they had no answer to what the Canadiens were 
doing to them. 

They haven’t had an answer since this series started. 

“Right now they are an extremely confident team in what they’re doing, 
and they’re getting results from that,” said Jets captain Blake Wheeler. 
“We are on the other side of the pendulum right now. We don’t have a 
ton of confidence and we are kind of scratching and clawing to find it.” 

They’re completely failing — especially in front of both nets, the areas 
Montreal’s Brendan Gallagher referred to as “where the fun is had.” 

His team has been there in front of Hellebuyck, having the time of its life. 
Artturi Lehkonen was right there to bang home Montreal’s second goal, 
and you couldn’t even tell he was the last Canadien to put his stick on the 
puck until the replay ran, because Gallagher and Phillip Danault were 
right there with him whacking away. 

At the other end, what the Canadiens have in front of Carey Price’s net is 
a no-fun zone, patrolled by hulking defencemen Shea Weber, Ben 
Chiarot, Jeff Petry and Joel Edmundson, who have boxed Winnipeg’s 
best players out completely. Even when Petry went down late in the 
second period with an injury to his right hand, nothing changed. 

Brett Kulak and Erik Gustafsson filled his spot, and the Canadiens kept 
everything to the outside. As a whole, they may have allowed 27 shots to 
get to Price in Game 3, and one of the few that came from inside snuck 
in — a tip from Adam Lowry right by the goalmouth — but they didn’t 
allow more than one rebound opportunity all game. 

That chance came off Kyle Connor’s stick, with just over 11 minutes 
remaining in the third period and with the Jets already trailing 4-1. Yikes. 

The Canadiens have stifled the Jets in the scoring areas, but in every 
other area as well. They’re getting contributions from every part of their 
lineup, with top offensive centre Nick Suzuki saying it was their fourth line 
setting the tone at both ends in Game 3. 

“On the board they’re listed fourth, but they’re definitely not a fourth line,” 
said Gallagher. “We just roll everyone, and they’re playing big boy 
hockey. They’ve been able to put together such long cycle shifts for us, 
they work the puck down low, they all use their size to their advantage. 
They know what they are as a line and they just play to their strengths. 
Playoff hockey has certainly brought the best out of the three of them. 
They’ve been awesome for us.” 

Yes, Perry (one goal), Eric Staal (one assist) and Joel Armia (two goals, 
including one magnificent one shorthanded to make it 3-0) have been 
otherworldly. 

Two of the three looked like they were in another world for long stretches 
of the regular season, and so did most of the Canadiens — losing 14 of 
their last 21 games and appearing as though they had nothing left in the 
tank over the final 44 days of it. They started the playoffs looking like they 
were going to bow out meekly, but now they’re on the verge of 
establishing themselves as one of the final four teams standing. 

And it’s not as if belief will be hard to conjure the Canadiens could do it in 
Game 4 on Monday. 

“The team’s engagement is at 100 per cent,” said Canadiens coach 
Dominique Ducharme. “It’s something we felt we had at times over the 

first four games against Toronto, but we had to take it to another level 
and everyone needed to bring it consistently. That’s what we’ve done of 
late.” 

It’s put them in a great position to attack the opportunity in front of them. 

“We know what it’s like to have our backs against the wall,” said 
Ducharme. “We learned from the first round, and that has to show again 
tomorrow. We have to keep playing the way we’re playing, but also 
manage that mental challenge as well.” 

How will the Jets manage the mental challenge? 

They beat the Edmonton Oilers in a four-game sweep in Round 1, but 
their season is suddenly hanging by a thread. 

They weren’t nearly good enough in Game 1, and they haven’t been able 
to generate much of anything — outside of Lowry’s goal and a couple of 
crossbars hit — without Mark Scheifele, who was suspended four games 
for charging and concussing Jake Evans. They’re in tough to change 
that. 

“You go into an NHL room after it loses a game, 10 minutes after, there’s 
not going to be a lot of fun in there right now,” said Jets coach Paul 
Maurice. “So, we deal with it that way. We don’t want to turn the music 
on, throw a party here. We just lost another hockey game and we got our 
backs against the wall. 

“But we start working on tomorrow right after this game. So, we do our 
media, and then we start to recover and get better.” 

The Canadiens are doing the same, though, and they appear prepared to 
deliver a win few would’ve expected before this all got started. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Avalanche need to ‘get back on track’ as series turns to 
best-of-three 

 

Mark Spector June 7, 2021, 12:42 AM 

 

It’s been, to our eye, eight periods now that the Vegas Golden Knights 
have dominated the Colorado Avalanche. 

As the old story goes, if Colorado could stem this tide they would. But 
apparently they can’t, at least not yet, as they were beaten soundly for 
the second straight game and Vegas evened this Round 2 series with a 
decisive 5-1 win Sunday night at home in Nevada. 

Asked about the ineffectiveness of Colorado’s top line, Avalanche winger 
J.T. Compher responded: “We need more from everyone.” 

Since puck drop in the second period of Game 2, Vegas has been the 
better team. Colorado squeezed out an overtime win that night, but 
Vegas outshot Colorado 31-12 in Periods 2 and 3 of Game 2. In winning 
Games 3 and 4 to even the series, Vegas owned the shot clock to the 
tune of 78-38. 

That’s right folks: 78-38. 

“We’re a unit of five all over the ice,” said Max Pacioretty, who sniped 
again in Game 4 for his second in two games. “We’re not cheating for 
offence. And as you can see, it’s frustrating for teams to play against.” 

“Once they get one chance, they swarm with two or three other chances,” 
said Colorado head coach Jared Bednar. “You have to quickly … try to 
prevent that. 

“They forced us into some mistakes. We need to find a way to force them 
into a few more.” 
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Bednar challenged his top players after Game 3, asking the media to, 
“Go ahead and check the numbers of our top guys tonight and see what 
they did compared to their top players. It’s not close.” 

In Game 4 the chasm was even wider, with Jonathan Marchessault 
notching a hat trick for Vegas while Colorado’s top line went pointless 
with five shots on goal and a collective minus-6. 

Landeskog didn’t have a shot on goal in Vegas — in either game. 

“They’re frustrated for sure,” Bednar admitted of his top line. “It’s tough 
checking, especially for those guys. They’re not just dealing with one line. 
They’re dealing with multiple lines that are playing real well.” 

Meanwhile, Nazem Kadri watches as Rome burns. The oft-suspended 
centreman has two more games to serve on his eight-game suspension 
– barring appeal — and could be back for a Game 7, if the Avs can get 
there. 

As Kevin Bieksa joked on the Sportsnet broadcast, it’s a good thing we 
just didn’t award the series to Colorado after their series-opening 7-1 win. 
Turns out, these Golden Knights have the chops to play with a Colorado 
team that once looked every bit their superior. 

Suddenly, the magnificent Norris Trophy candidate Cale Makar doesn’t 
look quite as magnificent. 

Suddenly, the dominance of Nathan MacKinnon isn’t as present, with no 
points in the past two losses. That top line of the Avalanche aren’t doing 
whatever they please anymore; Landeskog and Mikko Rantanen have 
been in on one goal in two games, after that line had a hand in five 
snipes in the series opener. 

The tide, she’s turning. Or turned — it depends how you want to look at 
it. 

Is Vegas in Colorado’s heads? 

“I don’t think so,” Brandon Saad said. “They’ve got a good team, and 
that’s the way a series goes. That’s why they call it a series. We didn’t 
think we’d come in here and win both games. We’re going back to a 
building where we play well. It’s a best-of-three now, and we’re looking 
forward to the challenge.” 

Certainly Bednar has gone from publicly challenging his top guys to 
publicly supporting them. Kicking didn’t work, so in his post-game 
remarks on Sunday he tried stroking his players instead. 

“I didn’t have a problem with our intent, the purpose to our game and how 
we competed,” a much calmer Bednar said. “For the most part it was 
pretty good. Our work ethic was fine, the compete on the puck was much 
better. We still lost our fair share of the battles, that’s for sure. 

“At least we entered the fight tonight and got in it. I didn’t like the result,” 
he added. “I’m confident that they had more scoring chances and good 
looks. But it wasn’t due to a lack of effort.” 

Trying hard won’t be enough. Not for an Avalanche team facing a third 
consecutive Round 2 playoff ouster. 

With this much talent, relatively good health, and now a Vezina candidate 
in goalie Philipp Grubauer, Colorado can not ask for a better opportunity 
to move closer to a Stanley Cup than they’ve been in years. 

It’s best two out of three now. 

Said Saad: “We have to get back on track.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets need offence, desperation in order to extend series 
vs. Canadiens 

 

Ken Wiebe June 6, 2021, 11:27 PM 

 

WINNIPEG — The in-case-of-emergency-break-glass moment has 
arrived for the Winnipeg Jets. 

In a series where there have been too many passengers and not nearly 
enough drivers, the Jets have officially been pushed to the brink of 
elimination after a 5-1 loss to the Montreal Canadiens on Sunday night. 

The Jets said all the right things going into the contest, identifying the 
critical areas that required incremental improvement. 

But after preaching the importance of getting to the blue paint and 
making life a bit more difficult for Canadiens goalie Carey Price, that 
simply didn’t materialize. 

In fact, the opposite occurred and the Canadiens’ ability to get to that 
distinct area in front of Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck was a key factor in 
Montreal building a lead in the game and taking a commanding hold of 
the series for North Division supremacy. 

While it’s true the Jets did rattle a pair of shots off the crossbar (one from 
Nikolaj Ehlers and another from captain Blake Wheeler) after falling 
behind 1-0, the goals continue to be incredibly difficult to come by. 

That offensive well that ran dry late in the season is once again in need 
of replenishing — and with two more games to serve on his suspension 
for charging, it won’t be top-line centre Mark Scheifele supplying the 
boost to the reservoir. 

“You’ve got to keep believing,” Wheeler said. “You can’t reinvent the 
wheel now, you can’t start over and try to do something completely 
different. Obviously, if you lose one more game, we all know the 
consequences of that. 

“But I think the thought process is very much the same — we’ve got to 
just stay together. Certainly when you lose Mark, we’ve got to rely on the 
depth of our team. That has been the strength of our team all year. We 
have four lines that can be effective and produce and get the job done.” 

Wheeler has been on the losing end of a series where a team had a 3-0 
series edge — back in 2010 when the Boston Bruins fell in seven games 
to the Philadelphia Flyers in the second round of the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. 

He’d love to flip that script in 2021, though he knows full well that 
achieving that goal is no easy task — with only four teams having done it. 

“Right now (the Canadiens) are an extremely confident team in what 
they’re doing, and they’re getting results from that. We are on the other 
side of the pendulum right now,” Wheeler said. “We don’t have a ton of 
confidence and we are kind of scratching and clawing to find it. Game 4 
can flip everything on its head. You can just build tension. 

“That’s what we’ve got to do. We just need to find a way to win a hockey 
game and then we can breathe a little bit while they have to think about it 
for a couple days, and then it slowly builds. That’s what happens.” 

The Jets are nowhere near thinking about pushing this series to seven 
games, they must come up with their best effort of the post-season if they 
want to play again this season. 

Two goals at even strength — and just four overall — in three games 
during the North Division final is not a recipe for success, especially 
when the Jets power play has been missing in action. 

Not only that, the Jets power play has now been outscored 3-0 by the 
Canadiens penalty killers after Joel Armia scored an impressive 
shorthanded marker on a toe drag and then dumped another into the 
empty net to go along with the Tyler Toffoli marker in Game 2 that proved 
to be the game-winner. 
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The Jets were supposed to be the team that would benefit from the 
additional rest between series, but they came out flat after a nine-day 
break. 

Instead it’s been the Canadiens consistently showing more jump and the 
Jets have been unable to wear down their opponent, though Montreal’s 
big four blue line crew suffered a blow as Jeff Petry left the contest with a 
suspected right hand injury. 

One of the few silver linings for the Jets is that they don’t have to wait a 
few days or sit and think long about this lopsided loss. 

When they play on consecutive days for the second time in as many 
rounds on Monday night, this time they face a true must-win scenario. 

“It’s great for us right now, to be honest with you. Having to sit in a hotel 
room all day tomorrow and stew on that one, you would have a lot of 
guys burning inside,” Wheeler said. “So it’s nice to get right back at it. 
Hopefully, we get a good feeling in our room and start to rebuild 
ourselves. We’ve got to win a hockey game. No different than it was 
today. We’ve got to win one game and then we’ll see what happens.” 

Can the Jets show some desperation and find a way to extend the 
series? 

“We know the situation, we know what’s at stake here,” said Jets centre 
Adam Lowry. “We have to win the game tomorrow and then hopefully 
take the series back to Winnipeg. As cliché as that is, it’s about winning 
the next one. We expect to come out strong. That’s all we can do. 

“You can’t look too far ahead, or at the hole that we’ve dug ourselves. It’s 
about showing up tomorrow and putting our best foot forward, our best 
effort of the series and continuing that on. There have been teams that 
have been down 3-0 and come back to win the Cup. That’s what we’re 
going to have to do if we want a chance.” 

Jets right-winger Trevor Lewis was part of the 2014 Los Angeles Kings 
team that rallied from 3-0 down to the San Jose Sharks in the opening 
round before eventually raising Lord Stanley’s cup after defeating the 
New York Rangers in the final. 

Historical importance notwithstanding, there are more pressing questions 
for the Jets to answer, including just where does this team go from here 
as they attempt to win one single game to avoid elimination? 

Clean exits have been difficult to come by for the Jets in this series and 
with that in mind, perhaps it’s time to insert rookie Ville Heinola on the 
back end. 

Veteran Jordie Benn was able to block several shots, but the Jets can’t 
rely on Tucker Poolman to remain on the top pairing with Josh Morrissey. 

The pairing is not in sync and the Jets need to be in a place where they 
can use Morrissey with Neal Pionk right out of the gate, instead of 
making the change in the third period after falling behind. 

Poolman has been far more effective when he’s been used lower in the 
lineup, where he can be in a better position to succeed. 

By inserting Heinola, there would be another mobile puck-mover 
available — and that’s exactly what the Jets could use right now. 

Nobody is asking Heinola to come in and be a saviour for a group that’s 
desperately missing Dylan DeMelo, it’s about utilizing his strengths at a 
time when the Jets need a spark. 

As for the forward group, the line blender was on full display as Jets head 
coach Paul Maurice searched for some chemistry. 

Ehlers was flying on Sunday, but he simply doesn’t have enough help 
right now. 

Nor is there an easy answer to whom he would best be suited to play 
with, even after Paul Stastny made his series debut in Game 3. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Kyle Connor has one goal through three games and it came with an 
extra-attacker, while Lowry leads the Jets in goals with two and has been 
a consistent performer. 

Defenceman Derek Forbort is the only other member of the Jets to find 
the back of the net so far in this series. 

If the Jets don’t regain their scoring touch quickly, they’ll basically be 
relying on Hellebuyck to steal Game 4. 

Hellebuyck is more than capable of putting this team on his back, but 
eventually he’ll need some run support. 

With Pierre-Luc Dubois now having gone 23 games between goals, 
perhaps it’s time Lowry and Dubois trade places. 

Putting Dubois into more of a complementary role could take some 
pressure off him, while rewarding Lowry for his strong play at the same 
time. 

That search for solutions is already underway and ultimately, the Jets will 
need to execute more efficiently on Monday. 

Otherwise, a long off-season of questions will arrive much sooner than 
most people anticipated after that first-round sweep of the Edmonton 
Oilers. 

“Both teams have their strengths, and they have their weaknesses,” 
Maurice said. “We don’t want to turn the music on, throw a party here. 
We just lost another hockey game and we’ve got our backs against the 
wall. 

“The idea is, the requirement is to win a game for both teams. They have 
to close out a series and we have to extend it, so from the time that 
buzzer ended the game to the start, we’re preparing for that.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames’ Mangiapane caps best season yet with world 
championship MVP 

 

Eric Francis June 6, 2021, 7:46 PM 

 

The first question Adam Henrique was asked in all his post-gold glory 
revolved around The Turnaround. 

When, exactly, did the captain of Canada’s most unlikely world 
championship-winning team feel like the winds of change started blowing 
for a group that started 0-3? 

“When Mang came in,” he said of Flames winger Andrew Mangiapane. 

“I think Mang came in and added an element we needed at the right time. 
Him coming over was huge for our team and our team chemistry, and it 
seemed to click on the ice, which was big for us moving forward.” 

As Henrique demonstrated, it’s impossible to talk about Canada’s storied 
journey in Latvia over the last few weeks without talking about the man 
credited for making it all possible. 

The kid they call Mang. 

The kid who was overlooked in the OHL Priority Draft, prompting him to 
prove himself as a 50-goal scorer with the Barrie Colts as a walk-on. 
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The kid who was passed over the first year he was eligible for the NHL 
draft before finally being selected in the sixth round the following year. 

The kid who spent parts of three seasons in the AHL, followed by one in 
the NHL before he was finally given power play time with the Flames this 
season. 

Yes, that’s the same undersized product of Bolton, Ont., who just took to 
the world stage for the first time in his life to demonstrate just how far 
work ethic can take you. 

Despite his Italian heritage, the quiet, humble lad whose name translates 
into “Eat Bread” had never even been to Europe before, let alone the top 
of the world. 

The closest he’d ever come to representing his country before this was 
when his parents bought him a Team Canada jersey for the Vancouver 
Olympics with the name “Crosby” on the back. 

He was 14. 

Yet there he was, 11 years later, lifting a crystal trophy as MVP of the 
world championship tourney he turned on a dime with his arrival three 
games in. 

Scoring in his first international game to add instant chemistry to a line 
with Connor Brown and Henrique, Mangiapane went on to lead the 
tourney with seven goals, adding four assists as part of a series of must-
win games he helped steer them through to Sunday’s final. 

He was the overtime hero in a quarterfinal upset over Russia and he 
scored two more, including the game-winner, in the semifinal over the 
U.S. 

It’s not unusual for a late arrival to the worlds to become a difference-
maker for a country, as several NHL superstars have done before. 

What was different here was that Managiapane arrived as a little-known 
commodity who finished fourth in points on a bad Flames team. 

Somehow, he became larger than life. 

When Nick Paul completed a come-from-behind, 3-2 overtime victory 
over Finland Sunday in the empty Rigas Dome, teammate Maxime 
Comtois stood with his arm around Mangiapane as the PA announcer 
anointed the winger the obvious tourney MVP. 

He was also the only Canadian player to be named a tournament all-star. 

Yet, symbolic of just how under the radar Mangiapane has flown 
throughout his career, he wasn’t even asked by Team Canada officials to 
take to the podium for his thoughts on Zoom afterward. 

No worries, as everyone else was happy to talk on his behalf. 

“I just think we had a tough start because the team wasn’t together, but 
then we put the lines together and Mangiapane came over and it all 
came together,” said coach Gerard Gallant, whose club had to wait three 
games for No. 88 to complete his quarantine due to Calgary’s extended 
schedule. 

“When Mangiapane came over it gave us a different level of confidence. 
He’s a great kid and he gave us a great spark.” 

Flames fans witnessed Mangiapane’s growing confidence this year as 
the five-foot-10, 184-pound mucker finished with 18 goals, just one off 
the team lead. 

Fifteen of those came at even-strength, tying him with the likes of Alex 
Ovechkin, Leon Draisaitl, Josh Anderson and Jonathan Huberdeau. 

In an off-season that promises significant change in Calgary, he’s as 
close to untouchable as the team has as he was unquestionably the 
biggest success story of the season. 

I asked Gallant what he knew about Mangiapane going into the tourney, 
and what he learned about him during it, and the pride of PEI beamed 
when talking about his team’s saviour. 

“As an unemployed coach last year I watched a lot of hockey games and 
I’d seen him play quite a bit,” smiled Gallant. “I knew he was a good 
hockey player, good spark plug. I really didn’t think he was that type of 
goal scorer. He finished very well for us, he was a big spark plug for us 
and he’s a character, character kid. 

“When you coach a kid for two weeks you get to know him really well and 
I thought that kid was outstanding, Every day he came to practice he 
worked hard. Every day when he played in the games he worked hard 
and competed. When you work hard and compete, and you’ve got some 
skill and scoring touch, that’s what happens. And that’s why he had such 
a great tournament.” 

Any coach who has ever coached him, including Dale Hawerchuk in 
Barrie, has always raved about his practice habits and dogged 
determination. 

No one used the term spark plug to describe him as much as Gallant, but 
it’s fitting. 

Perhaps the best word that can be used moving forward is world 
champion — something Mangiapane helped 22 of his newest pals to 
become against significant odds. 
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USA TODAY / Islanders' Mathew Barzal, cheap-shotted by David Krejci 
earlier, scores winning goal to beat Bruins 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

 

UNIONDALE, N.Y. – This barn hasn’t seen its last hockey. That much is 
a guarantee for the Nassau Coliseum, where the New York Islanders 
defeated the Boston Bruins 4-1 on Saturday in Game 4 of their second-
round series. 

By evening the series 2-2, the Islanders ensured that Game 6 will be 
played here Wednesday, regardless of the outcome of Game 5 Monday 
night in Boston. Had the Islanders fallen Saturday, there was a chance 
that this building would have seen its last professional hockey. The 
Islanders will move to a brand-new arena in Elmont, New York, starting 
next season. 

Islanders star Mathew Barzal played hero in the victory, scoring the 
game-winner off a deflection with less than seven minutes remaining.  

After being named first star of the game, Barzal skated the customary 
salute and shouted to the Islanders faithful: “Let’s go. Our house.” 

“We go down 3-1 to these guys heading back to TD Garden,” Barzal 
said, “that’s a death sentence,” 

A period earlier, he had been on the receiving end of a cheap shot from 
Bruins forward David Krejci during a chippy game that featured several 
skirmishes and fisticuffs. 

“As much as you want to put that on us, I think they were looking for 
some momentum, too," Islanders coach Barry Trotz said.  

Barzal had cross-checked Krejci several times before the Bruins player 
reacted at 11:16 of the second period by using his stick to, seemingly on 
purpose, hit Barzal in the groin. 
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The referees originally whistled Krejci for a major but switched it to a two-
minute slashing minor after a review. Barzal was all right after the game, 
but expressed some surprise that a major wasn't upheld.  

“I haven't seen the clip, but I felt it was a little vicious," he said. "It’s the 
refs' call, a judgment call for them, yeah, I thought it was a tad vicious.” 

On Sunday, the NHL Department of Player Safety announced Krejci had 
been fined $5,000, the maximum financial penalty allowed under the 
collective bargaining agreement. Washington Capitals star Alex Ovechkin 
also received a fine of $5,000 for a similar play as Krejci's earlier this 
season.   

Krejci had started the game’s scoring with a second-period, power-play 
goal. The Islanders answered quickly, with Barzal finding Kyle Palmieri in 
front of the net for the equalizer. 

Empty-net goals from Casey Cizikas and Jean-Gabriel Pageau cemented 
the victory for the Islanders, who got 28 saves from goalie Semyon 
Varlamov. Boston's Tuukka Rask finished with 30 saves. 

This year's NHL playoffs have not been without physicality. On Thursday, 
the NHL suspended Winnipeg Jets forward Mark Scheifele four games 
for a hit on the Montreal Canadiens' Jake Evans that resulted in Evans 
needing to be stretchered off the ice.  

In the Vegas-Colorado series, Golden Knights forward Ryan Reeves was 
suspended for two games for his actions against Avalanche defenseman 
Ryan Graves during a scrum. 

And despite being on the receiving end of a different borderline play 
Saturday, Barzal found a way to make his star shine in the brightest 
moment. 

"This is about winning hockey games," he said, "whether you’re the guy 
who gets the winning goal or you’re the guy who plays sound and helps 
in other ways." 
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