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With the season over, will the Hurricanes and Dougie Hamilton agree to a new contract?  

By Chip Alexander  

There were times Thursday when Dougie Hamilton sounded 
like he was leaving the Carolina Hurricanes, then times when 
the defenseman sounded like someone who intended to 
stay. 

Hamilton also took a jab at the Tampa Bay Lightning, saying 
the Canes lost its playoff series to a team “$18 million over 
the salary cap. “ That had social media aflame. 

Hamilton, if not re-signed by the Canes, will become an 
unrestricted free agent on July 28, when NHL free agency 
begins. There are NHL teams hoping he does and some will 
be lined up with lucrative offers for a right-shot defenseman 
with his brand of offensive flair. 

Hamilton and his agent, J.P. Barry, agreed to put any 
contract talks with the Hurricanes on hold until after the 
season. For the Canes, that came Tuesday when the 
Lightning clinched the second-round series with a 2-0 victory 
over Carolina in Game 5 at PNC Arena. 

And where do things stand now with a new contract? 

“To be honest I don’t really have any idea right now,” 
Hamilton said Thursday on his end-of-season interview with 
the media. “As I talked about before, I really wanted to focus 
on hockey and we didn’t talk about the contract. I wasn’t 
involved at all, really. I let my agent. They kind of tabled 
conversations until after the season and I’m sure they’ll start 
talking again soon.” 

Barry, contacted Thursday, said the two sides tried to reach 
an agreement at the start of the season but couldn’t get it 
done. 

“It was all amiable, we just had different views of the market,” 
Barry said via email. “We mutually decided to table it so it 
wasn’t a distraction.” 

Barry said he expected to hear back soon from Canes’ 
president and general manager Don Waddell and resume 
talks. 

Did the Lightning game the salary cap system? 

For Hamilton, like the other Canes, shaking off the series 
loss to the Lightning is not easy. He noted that after a day off 
Wednesday, he returned to PNC Arena on Thursday feeling 
like there should be more hockey to play, as if the playoff 
routine should continue. 

It will, for Tampa Bay as the Lightning look to make it back-
to-back Stanley Cup championships. The Canes can only 
look to next season. 

“We’re definitely close,” Hamilton said. “We had a great 
season. We lost to a team that’s $18 million over the cap or 
whatever they are. Unbelievable goalie and all that stuff. I 

thought we played them pretty close. A couple of those 
games could have gone either way, especially the early 
games where it changes the feel of the series.” 

Tampa Bay’s Nikita Kucherov spent the regular season 
recovering from offseason hip surgery and on Long Term 
Injured Reserve, his $9.5 million not counting against the 
salary cap (Marian Gaborik and Anders Nilsson also were on 
LTIR.) Kucherov did not return until the playoffs, when the 
salary cap does not come into play -- all allowed under the 
league’s CBA but not preventing Tampa Bay from being 
criticized by some who claim the Lightning gamed the 
system. 

Hamilton’s “$18 million over the cap” comment caused 
considerable social media chatter Thursday. He did walk that 
comment back a bit before the interview ended when it was 
brought up again. 

“It is what it is. You don’t really think about that stuff,” 
Hamilton said. “You’re out there playing and teams have 
injuries, teams have full lineups or whatever. It’s just how it 
worked out. 

“I wasn’t knocking the rules or anything. You realize how 
many weapons they have. If you think about how many more 
players you could add with that money, and stuff like that, to 
your team and you realize how much deeper you would be. 
That’s just how it worked out and I know it’s happened to 
teams in the past. I don’t have a problem with it.” 

Dougie Hamilton’s contract details 

The Canes did not have injured forward Nino Niederreiter 
until Game 5 in the series against the Lightning. Center 
Vincent Trocheck, injured in Game 2, said Thursday he 
suffered a sprained MCL but was determined to play Game 5 
with the Canes facing elimination. 

“If the season was going to end I didn’t want to be in the 
stands,” he said. 

Defenseman Brett Pesce left Game 5 after taking an elbow 
to the head from Tampa Bay’s Ondrej Palat, but said 
Thursday, “I’m all good. It was a tough hit but I’m fine.” 

Hamilton, 27, again mentioned how much he has enjoyed 
playing for the Canes since being traded to Carolina by the 
Calgary Flames during the NHL Draft in June 2018. While his 
time in Calgary apparently wasn’t always enjoyable, the 
Toronto native seemingly has been more relaxed and at 
ease with the setting in Raleigh, with the Canes. 

“I really enjoy it here,” Hamilton said. “I’ve got some really 
good friends. Some really good people in the room and away 
from the room, off the ice. A lot of friends I’ll have and the 
staff, everybody in the organization is great.  
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“So I have nothing bad to say about being a Carolina 
Hurricane. I really enjoyed it. Hopefully, we can keep going.” 

Salary and term on a new contract will determine that. 
Hamilton’s expiring contract, initially signed with Calgary, 
paid him $5.75 million a season for six years. He could be 
seeking a new pact that pays close to $8 million or more, in 
keeping with what the top defensemen in the league are 
paid. 

Stats amid a condensed NHL season 

During the condensed 56-game regular season, Hamilton 
joined Jaccob Slavin on the Canes’ top defensive pairing, 
quarterbacked the top power-play unit and put up some 
impressive offensive numbers. 

Hamilton, who averaged 22:43 in ice time, finished with 42 
points -- 10 goals and 32 assists -- in 55 games, tying 
forward Andrei Svechnikov for third in scoring on the team. 
That would equate to a 62-point season over the regular 82 
games. 

Among NHL defensemen, Hamilton was fifth in goals, ninth 
in assists and seventh in points in the regular season. He 
had two goals and three assists in 11 playoff games. 

“I wanted to establish myself as an all-around defenseman,” 
he said. “I’m happy with the way I’ve developed and 
improved and stuff, breaking my leg last year (2020) and 
coming back this year. It’s definitely not easy. I’m definitely 
proud of myself for going through that and coming back.  

“I think I’m hungry to become a better player and I think I can 
do that.”
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Canes Look Ahead to Important Offseason 

McGinn: 'Everybody's expectation coming in is winning the 
Stanley Cup' 

By Michael Smith 

With the every-other-day cadence of a 56-game regular 
season and two rounds of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Dougie 
Hamilton said Thursday felt like a game day more than 
anything else. 

"We had a day off and now we're back at it," he said. 

Instead, the Carolina Hurricanes were meeting with medical 
staff and coaches one last time, outlining summer training 
plans, cleaning out their locker stalls and saying goodbyes - 
some perhaps more lasting than others. 

This is an important offseason for the Canes, a pivotal one, 
even, given the number of contracts due for renewal on the 
heels of a Second Round exit in the postseason. 

Yes, the Canes had one of their most successful regular 
seasons in franchise history. They won 36 games and 
finished with the second-most points in the entire National 
Hockey League. In doing so, they won their first divisional 
title since 2005-06. 

Those are all vital steps in the overall process. It all matters. 
In his end-of-season media availability, Brett Pesce recalled 
his favorite moment of the season: Hanging out in the 
players' lounge at the team's hotel in Nashville and finding 
out that the Canes had won the Central Division. 

"It wasn't our end goal, but we battled really hard. Every 
game, the boys came to play. We try not to take games off," 
he said. "You just tip your cap to everyone involved for 
getting us there." 

That's important, and it's certainly worth celebrating. A 
banner that reads "2020-21 Central Division Champions" is 
going to look mighty nice in the rafters, given it's the first 
piece of fabric to make its way up there in 15 years. 

But, it's the Second Round loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning 
that still stings even two days later. Thursday was supposed 
to be a game day, if the Canes had forced a Game 6 in 
Tampa. Instead, they were answering questions about that 
next step and how the team can achieve that next season. 

The expectation isn't to make the playoffs. It's to be the best, 
to win the Stanley Cup. Anything short of that? Well, it's a 
disappointment. 

"We know the Second Round isn't where we want to finish 
our season. We want to be able to take it all the way and 
knock on the door every year. This is a disappointment for 
us," Vincent Trocheck said. "We need to take this loss, use it 

as experience, learn from it, get a little better this summer 
and come back ready to go next year." 

So, who will be back come training camp in September? The 
Canes are facing more question marks this summer than 
they have in a couple of years. 

It starts in the crease. Petr Mrazek and James Reimer are 
unrestricted free agents, while Alex Nedeljkovic, who 
cemented himself as an NHL goaltender with a Calder 
Trophy finalist-worthy season, is a restricted free agent. It's 
hard to imagine Nedeljkovic not being a part of the Canes' 
goaltending future. 

"There's always that little bit of uncertainty when you don't 
have a deal. It's a little different as an RFA since there's one 
team to focus on," he said. "I'm excited. I've loved living in 
North Carolina. The time I had in Charlotte was great. It was 
an awesome city. Being able to spend time in Raleigh this 
year was great, learning more about the city and area. Living 
here and meeting the people. These are some great fans." 

Hamilton headlines the decision-making the Canes have on 
defense. The 27-year-old is an unrestricted free agent, and 
after posting 42 points (10g, 32a) in 55 games, he's in a 
position to land what's likely to be the most lucrative contract 
of his career. 

"To be honest, I don't really have any idea right now. … I 
was very focused on hockey and trying to win," Hamilton 
said when asked about his contract status. "Everyone knows 
I really enjoy it here. I got some really good friends and met 
some really good people in the room and away from the 
room off the ice too. A lot of friends that I'll have. The staff, 
everybody in the organization is great. I have nothing bad to 
say about my experience here and being a Carolina 
Hurricane. I really enjoyed it. Hopefully we can keep going." 

Up front, Jordan Martinook, Brock McGinn and Cedric 
Paquette are unrestricted free agents. 

"I want to be back here. I like it here, and I like where this 
team is going. Over the last couple of years we've made 
some big steps. It's a good group and a good core. On the 
contract side, I don't know right now," McGinn said. "We'll 
see where things go. 

Andrei Svechnikov, Warren Foegele and Morgan Geekie are 
restricted free agents. In the case of Svechnikov, the Canes' 
second overall draft pick from 2018, it's more a matter of how 
the contract is structured, whether it's a longer-term 
agreement or more of a bridge deal. 

"I would love to stay here," Svechnikov said. "I love it here. I 
love the fans. I love the team." 
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And then, of course, there are the contracts of Rod 
Brind'Amour and his coaching staff, but Brind'Amour isn't 
going anywhere. This is his home, and this is his team. 
When he was named head coach three years ago, he set out 
to instill a culture change and to raise the level of 
expectations. 

Three seasons later, the results are evident. The Canes 
continue to trend upward and have become a perennial 
playoff threat. 

But there's another level, another gear, and what happens 
this offseason could go a long way in determining what that 
next step is and if this team is ready to take it. 

"The expectation is to win. Even though we made playoffs, 
everybody in the dressing room is disappointed with the 
outcome this year. Everybody's expectation coming in is 
winning the Stanley Cup," McGinn said. "Anything other than 
that, I feel like we didn't do our job. I think everybody in this 
room is disappointed. We've got to come back next year and 
work for it."

 

 

 

Hamilton hoping for new contract, to 'keep going' with Hurricanes 

Defenseman can become unrestricted free agent July 28 

By Tracey Myers 

Dougie Hamilton said he's hoping to get a new contract to 
remain with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The defenseman can become an unrestricted free agent July 
28. He said the Hurricanes have yet to resume discussions 
with agent J.P. Barry about keeping him long term after the 
final season of a six-year contract he signed with the Calgary 
Flames on June 30, 2015. He was traded to Carolina on 
June 23, 2018. 

"I let my agent talk, but they kind of tabled conversations 
until after the season and I'm sure they'll start talking again 
soon," Hamilton said Wednesday. 

The Hurricanes (36-12-8) lost in the Stanley Cup Second 
Round in five games to the Tampa Bay Lightning after they 
were the No. 1 seed in the Discover Central Division. 
Hamilton led Carolina defensemen with 42 points (10 goals, 
32 assists) in 55 games. 

"I really enjoy it here," Hamilton said. "I've got some really 
good friends, met really, really good people in the room and 
away from the room off the ice too. I have nothing bad to say 
about my experience here and being a Carolina Hurricane 
and I've really enjoyed it. Hopefully we can keep going." 

Hamilton averaged 22:43 of ice time per game, third on the 
Hurricanes behind defensemen Jaccob Slavin (22:59) and 
Brett Pesce (22:48). He tied forwards Sebastian Aho and 
Vincent Trocheck for the Carolina lead with 18 power-play 
points and scored five points (two goals, three assists) in 11 
Stanley Cup Playoff games. 

Hamilton missed the final 21 regular-season games last 
season after breaking his left fibula Jan. 16 but returned Aug. 
12 and played five postseason games. 

"I'm happy with how I've developed and improved," Hamilton 
said. "Breaking my leg last year, coming back this year, it's 
definitely not easy. I'm definitely proud of myself for going 
through that and coming back. But I'm hungry to become a 
better player and I think I can do that." 

The Hurricanes have made playoffs in three consecutive 
seasons, losing to the Boston Bruins in the 2019 Eastern 
Conference Final and in the first round last season. They 
believe they're close to competing for the Stanley Cup but 
have decisions on other pending unrestricted free agents: 
forwards Brock McGinn and Jordan Martinook, and goalies 
James Reimer and Petr Mrazek. 

"I'm anxious about all of them, to be honest," Pesce said. "I 
think we have a really good group, a special group of guys, 
not just on the ice but off the ice, the way we all interact with 
each other. I can honestly sit down and have a 1-on-1 with 
every guy in that room for dinner and be fine and enjoy it. I 
don't know if most teams can say that. But obviously this is 
where the business comes in. Hopefully they'll be back, but 
we'll see." 

Pesce said he was fine after the hit he took from Lightning 
forward Ondrej Palat in the third period of Game 5 on 
Tuesday. He left with 7:10 remaining. 

Trocheck said he sprained an MCL when he collided with 
teammate Warren Foegele late in the second period of 
Game 2. Trocheck, who played Game 5 after missing 
Games 3 and 4, said he won't need surgery. 

"I'll be fine," he said. "Just a couple of weeks off will do the 
trick."
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Disappointment lingers for Hurricanes after 2nd-round exit 

By Aaron Beard 

The Carolina Hurricanes have raised expectations after three 
straight playoff appearances. 

That’s why a five-game ouster in the second round is a blow 
for a team that has talked openly about winning the Stanley 
Cup, leading to questions about the next steps to get there. 

“The success of the regular season doesn’t really matter if 
you don’t succeed in the playoffs,” center Vincent Trocheck 
said Thursday, two days after a series-closing loss to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning.  

“I think for us, it’s just a matter of we know the second round 
isn’t where we want to finish our season. We want to be able 
to take it all the way. We want to be knocking on the door 
every year. So this is a disappointment for us.” 

The Hurricanes reached the Eastern Conference finals two 
years ago to end a nine-season playoff drought, followed by 
a repeat postseason trip last year in the Toronto bubble. 

Heightened expectations followed with a returning core. And 
the Hurricanes delivered in the regular season, winning their 
first division title since the Cup-winning season of 2006 and 
staying in the Presidents’ Trophy hunt to the final week. 

But after a tough six-game grind against Nashville, Carolina 
hit a wall in the reigning Cup champion Lightning. It ended 
with a 2-0 loss in Game 5, capping an 0-3 series home 
record after managing two goals on 99 shots against Vezina 
Trophy finalist Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

That’s why disappointment was a common theme among 
players like Trocheck and Brock McGinn, who said he felt 
“like we didn’t do our job.” 

Much of Carolina’s core, including star center Sebastian Aho 
and top defenseman Jaccob Slavin, is under contract for 
next year. That group now must learn from a setback. 

“Just being around it a little bit in the organization, you could 
feel that growth,” goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic said. “I think 
this year maybe felt a little differently than previous years. I 
think there was maybe a little bit of a letdown, so to say, for 
just expectations internally. So I think it’s just more fuel for 
the fire to get ready for next year and really try to take that 
next step.” 

Some things to watch for during the Hurricanes offseason: 

BRIND’AMOUR’S STATUS 

One of the biggest steps will be reaching a deal with coach 
Rod Brind’Amour, whose contract expires this summer.  

Both Brind’Amour – the captain of Carolina’s 2006 Cup 
winner — and owner Tom Dundon have made public 
comments in recent months indicating they expect to 
eventually reach an agreement, with Brind’Amour saying in 
early May: “Everybody knows I’m a Hurricane.” 

GOALTENDING 

The Hurricanes have to sort out their goaltending depth. 

The 25-year-old Nedeljkovic is a Calder Trophy finalist for 
the NHL’s top rookie after posting franchise records with a 
1.90 goals-against average and a .932 save percentage 
(minimum 15 games) along with three regular-season 
shutouts. The restricted free agent started all but two 
postseason games. 

“I’ve always believed I could do it,” Nedeljkovic said. “This 
year I think just reinforces that fact.” 

Nedeljkovic thrived in a larger role due to injuries for Petr 
Mrazek, who had led a rotation with James Reimer before 
Nedeljkovic’s emergence. Mrazek and Reimer will be 
unrestricted free agents next month. 

HAMILTON’S STATUS 

Defenseman Dougie Hamilton is set to become an 
unrestricted free agent. He is an offensive threat with 42 
regular-season goals over three seasons while also playing 
on Carolina’s top power-play unit. 

“To be honest, I don’t really have any idea right now,” 
Hamilton said when asked whether he thought he’d re-sign 
or head elsewhere. 

FREE AGENCY 

McGinn, fellow forwards Jordan Martinook and Cedric 
Paquette, and defenseman Jani Hakanpaa are unrestricted 
free agents. The Hurricanes acquired Paquette and 
Hakanpaa in trades this year. 

The team also has multiple restricted free agents, including 
third-year forward Andrei Svechnikov. There have been 
extension talks with the No. 2 overall draft pick from 2018 
and fixture on Carolina’s top line alongside Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen. 

AREA FOR IMPROVEMENT 

The Lightning series highlighted the need to improve on 
special teams to match the league’s top teams. Tampa Bay 
converted on 15 of 36 power plays (41.7%) to win the battle 
with Carolina’s penalty kill, while the Hurricanes went 6 of 33 
(18.1%).
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They Said It: Nedeljkovic, Pesce discuss season in exit interviews 

Following the Canes 4-1 series loss to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, Alex Nedeljkovic and Brett Pesce spoke with 
media via Zoom Thursday morning.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

Following a second-round exit from the playoffs at the hands 
of the Tampa Bay Lightning, the Carolina Hurricanes started 
their exit interviews for the season Thursday morning.  

First up were rookie netminder Alex Nedeljkovic, a Calder 
Trophy finalist after posting a 15-5-3 record and 1.90 GAA, 
and defenseman Brett Pesce, who returned from a shoulder 
injury to play a full and productive season.  

Conducted through Zoom, here is what Nedeljkovic and 
Pesce had to say in their exit interviews: 

Alex Nedeljkovic 

On what he felt like he personally accomplished this season: 
I feel like I maybe opened some eyes around the league, or 
to whoever was maybe in doubt if I could do it or not. I finally 
got an extended look. Obviously it was with [Petr Mrazek] 
getting hurt, you never want somebody to go down with an 
injury like that. Like I said, if an opportunity arises you have 
to take advantage of it, and I thought for the most part as the 
year went on I was able to get better and better.  

It was unfortunate and never the way you want to end a 
season, by losing that last game, but I think going into the 
summer it’s kind of been that way here for a few years. 
Everybody feels like this team’s kind of taken another step 
and another step and another step, and just being around it a 
little bit in the organization you can feel that growth. I think 
this year maybe felt a little differently than previous years. I 
think there was maybe a little bit of a letdown, so to say, for 
just expectations internally. I think it’s just more fuel for the 
fire to get ready for next year and really try to take that step.  

On what some of the biggest things he learned about being 
an NHL starting goalie were: I don’t know if you learn 
anything new because you try to do it at every level you’re at, 
but that’s just be consistent. Maybe the thing that kind of hits 
you the hardest is that everything, every moment is that 
much bigger. Obviously you’ve got 20,000 people watching 
you, you’ve got national television watching you. Every 
mistake you make is magnified. Not even from a camera and 
publicity perspective, but even just in game.  

It’s so hard to score goals at this level. Goalies are so good 
right now. The systems that teams play are so good, and all 
four lines can play in every zone. You can’t afford to make 
one mistake in a game. A single mistake in a game is going 
to cost you. I think I couldn’t find a better example than game 
one against Tampa. I don’t want to drag on too much about 

it, but that’s a goal that can’t go in. That right there is just a 
perfect example. You can’t give good teams an inch.  

On if he felt like he proved to himself that he could be a 
starting goalie in the NHL: You know, I never doubted myself 
at any point that I could do it. I always believed that I could 
do it. I just needed that opportunity to really show that I could 
and to kind of have that, not trust, but given the opportunity 
to get a few games and run with it no matter what happened. 
Obviously the first few games, it was a bit of a roller coaster 
up and down. I was able to play a few more after that, settled 
in, got comfortable and figured it out. Things just kind of took 
off from there.  

Me personally, like I said, I’ve always believed that I could do 
it. This year I think just reinforces that fact, and now it is not 
about just playing here and making a career out of being an 
NHL goalie, it’s trying to dominate and trying to be the best 
goalie that you can be and be the best goalie in the league. 
That’s my goal. That’s what I want to be. That’s who I want to 
become. I want to win Stanley Cups. That’s what everybody 
wants to do. I want to win the Stanley Cup. The personal 
accolades and things like that are great, but nobody plays 
this game to be the number one point scorer every year. You 
don’t grow up thinking that, you grow up dreaming about 
winning the Stanley Cup. That’s what I want to do.  

On if his calmness, collectiveness and humor affected others 
in the locker room: Well first off, I want to say that it hasn’t 
always been that way. I was kind of a hothead growing up in 
juniors and even a little bit my first few years as a 
professional. It’s not something that’s easy to do. You have 
to really work at it. The mental side of the game is tough. It’s 
a grind. More than anything, mentally it’s probably the most 
draining I think. There’s days where your body isn’t totally 
feeling it maybe, but you get a cup of coffee, some guys get 
Red Bull, and then they’re ready to go. But if your mind is not 
in the right space, then it’s tough to come in and tough to 
perform at a high level.  

As far as rubbing off on other guys, I hope that kind of does. 
That’s what I try to do. I try to show that I’m confident in 
myself, and I hope that guys can see that and figure ‘hey, if 
Ned’s not worried about anything then we don’t have to 
worry about anything going on in the D zone and just worry 
about ourselves.’ That’s what you want. I think as a goalie 
you want guys to worry about their jobs. That’s across the 
board. If you’re a center, you don’t want to be wondering if 
your winger is going to get you the puck or get the pucks out 
of the zone. So, if I can make guys’ jobs a little easier and 
worry free, then that’s great. It’s just a game. You have to 
have fun. I think sometimes that gets lost throughout the 
season. At the end of the day, it’s just a game and you have 
to enjoy it because this isn’t going to last forever.  
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On his offseason plans and on if he has any specific areas 
he’s going to target to work on: Nothing crazy, nothing new. 
I’m gonna go back home and spend the summer with my 
fiancee and my dog. Just like I said, reset and refocus and 
come back next year better. Hit the gym. During the year it is 
tough to get good workouts in off the ice, especially this year 
where we played every other day for the last two and a half 
months. There really wasn’t much time to take care of your 
body off the ice and lifting weights and things like that. That’ll 
be something to kind of stress this summer.  

But as opposed to trying to improve on things, yeah I think 
across the board you can always work to improve on things 
and look to be a little more consistent on certain things. Post 
play, puck handling, tracking pucks through traffic, just being 
more confident with your edges and skating. Stuff like that. I 
don’t know if I can think of any one thing right now to focus 
on more than another, just across the board trying to get 
better as a whole. 

Brett Pesce 

On how nice it was to play in the postseason again and on if 
he’s alright from the hit he took from Ondrej Palat in game 
five: I’m all good. It was a tough hit, but everything is fine. It 
definitely stings, but I guess from your perspective, yeah it 
was nice for me to go out and play in the postseason. 
Obviously last year wasn’t fun for me watching from the 
sidelines. I definitely appreciated it more for sure this year 
that I was out there battling with the boys.  

On what the next step is for this team: I think it’s 
understanding that when you are out there you’ve got to 
play, I know it’s kind of cliche, but you’ve got to play every 
shift like it’s your last. Especially in the playoffs. We always 
say the margin for error gets smaller and smaller as you get 
higher in the rounds. We faced a great Tampa team. A 
Tampa team that also knew how to win and knew what it 
took. I just think we’ve got to be a little more detailed. It’s 
also exciting because we’re right there. The future is bright, 
for sure.  

On what he saw from Nedeljkovic this season: He’s been in 
the organization for a few years, so he wasn’t the total new 
guy coming up. But it was remarkable what that guy did. He’s 
so calm, confident in his abilities and nothing really seemed 
to rattle him, which is obviously what you need in a 

goaltender. It was amazing to see. He got that much better 
as the year went on. I’m just excited for him, and obviously 
for the team, to see if he can even take another step to help 
us out back there. It’s exciting to watch him grow, for sure.  

On what he learned the most about himself this season: That 
I really miss dinners on the road. It wasn’t fun in the 
beginning not being able to go out, and getting takeout. I 
don’t like eating out of styrofoam plates and containers.  

On how much they can learn from disappointment: A lot. I 
think that kind of each year that we get knocked out we all 
grow more of an appreciation for the playoffs. You can’t take 
it for granted because you don’t know how much longer 
you’re going to be in there for and whatnot. You just really 
have to appreciate it.  

I remember [Rod Brind’Amour] telling us three years ago, or 
whatever it was we got knocked out in the conference finals, 
he said ‘learn from this because you don’t know when you’ll 
be back.’ Obviously we haven’t been back since. That hurts. 
We just can’t take it for granted.  

On his favorite memory from the season: Probably when we 
found out we won the division. That was pretty cool. We 
were sitting in the lounge and someone lost or whatever and 
we found out we won. Obviously it wasn’t our end goal, but 
we battled really hard. I think every game the boys came to 
play. We tried not to take games off. You’ve just got to tip 
your cap to everyone involved in getting us there.  

On how his shoulder held up through the season: I feel 100 
percent, for sure. To be honest I thought there was gonna be 
aches and pains with it and, knock on wood, but thankfully it 
held up better than I expected. Obviously I’m happy about 
that.  

On if he’s anxious about all the UFAs on this team: Yeah, I’m 
anxious about all of them, to be honest. I think we have a 
really good group and a special group of guys. Not just on 
the ice, but off the ice the way we all interact with each other. 
I can honestly say I can sit down one-on-one with every guy 
in that room for a dinner and be fine and enjoy it. I don’t 
know if most teams can say that. But obviously this is where 
the business comes in. Hopefully they’ll be back, but we’ll 
see.
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Offseason road map: Key dates and what they mean for the Hurricanes 

July is going to be a busy month for every team, the 
Hurricanes included.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Welcome to the Hurricanes’ offseason. The 2021 season 
included a lot of highs, including a division championship, but 
ultimately ended in disappointment with a five-game second-
round loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning.  

Now the work begins on taking the next step to being a true 
Stanley Cup Contender. This will be a very important 
offseason for the Hurricanes, with a lot of key decisions to be 
made, as Brett outlined yesterday.  

This offseason will continue to be a bit unconventional 
schedule wise due to the COVID-era shortened season 
before the NHL hopefully returns to a normal calendar, and, 
of course, the Seattle Kraken making their selections in the 
expansion draft will play a huge role in most decisions teams 
make.  

We’ll have much more in-depth, individual looks at each of 
these in the coming weeks, but here’s a timeline of the key 
dates in this offseason and what they mean for the 
Hurricanes.  

July 17: Deadline for teams to submit protected lists for 2021 
expansion draft: As a reminder, teams can choose to either 
protect seven forwards, three defensemen and a goalie or 
eight skaters and a goalie. It’s possible the Canes go for the 
eight skaters option, but the first is much more likely.  

The team has to protect Jordan Staal due to his no-move 
clause, and Martin Necas is exempt. The likes of Sebastian 
Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, Andrei Svechnikov, Jaccob Slavin 
and Brett Pesce are locks to be protected. Alex Nedeljkovic, 
who looks like the Canes’ goalie of the future, will be 
protected.  

The interesting spots will be the last couple forwards, and the 
last defenseman. Do the Canes extend Dougie Hamilton 
before the expansion draft and protect him? Do they protect 
Brady Skjei, who stepped up in the second half of the season 
and showed that he’s a key member of the blue line? Do 
they bet on Jake Bean’s potential and protect him?  

The Hurricanes could also try to entice Ron Francis to take a 
player like Jake Gardiner, but that would likely cost them a 
premium asset such as a top prospect or draft pick. 

July 21: NHL Expansion Draft - One of the unprotected 
players, most likely either Bean or Skjei, will be packing their 
bags and heading to Seattle.  

July 23: First round of NHL Draft - Unless the Hurricanes 
trade it, according to our calculations, they will have the 26th 
overall pick this year. They’ll look to add another high-end 
player to their strong prospect pool, with the early returns on 
last year’s top pick, Seth Jarvis, already looking quite 
promising.  

July 24: Rounds 2-7 of NHL Draft: The Canes are currently 
slated to make seven picks on this day, with one pick apiece 
in the second, third, fourth and sixth rounds and three in the 
seventh. For a team like the Hurricanes that is about to have 
to commit big chunks of cap space to its core players, hitting 
on draft picks and being able to cycle through players on 
entry-level deals is important. The team will need to land 
some future contributors on this day.  

July 28: Restricted free agent/unrestricted free agent signing 
period begins: It should be noted that we don’t have the 
exact deadline date to extend qualifying offers to restricted 
free agents, but it will be before the protected lists for the 
expansion draft are due.  

The Canes have a number of key restricted free agents, 
including Svechnikov, Nedeljkovic, Bean and Foegele. 
Svechnikov and Nedeljkovic are the two biggest ones, with 
both likely headed for bridge deals. The Canes will get both 
done, but having them unsigned ahead of this date could at 
least open the possibility of an offer sheet.  

UFA wise, Hamilton is obviously the big name. The Canes 
will likely have made their decision by now, and have either 
extended Hamilton, or they could be looking for a 
replacement (as with everything else, expect to see much 
more regarding the Hamilton decision on this corner of the 
Internet in the coming weeks).  

Other UFAs include bottom-six forwards such as Jordan 
Martinook, Brock McGinn and Cedric Paquette. The team 
could bring back one or two of them, but, as Brett pointed 
out, can’t and shouldn’t bring back all three. Trade deadline 
pickup Jani Haknapaa is also set to hit the market.  

In net, Petr Mrazek and James Reimer both need new deals. 
If the Canes can’t re-sign one of them, they’ll need to find a 
new goalie partner for Nedeljkovic.  

Addition wise, if the Canes have the cap space, they could 
use another goal-scoring forward.  

This will be a busy offseason, with a lot of action crammed 
into the month of July. Be sure to stay tuned to Canes 
Country for much more pre coverage of each key event, plus 
live coverage when those days come.
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They said it: Trocheck, McGinn on 2021 season 

Brock McGinn and Vincent Trocheck spoke to the media as 
part of the Canes’ exit interviews Thursday.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Coming into the Canes’ 2021 season, one of the biggest x 
factors for the team going from a good team to a great team 
was if Vincent Trochek could bounce back from a couple 
injury-riddled seasons in Florida to his previous top-six form.  

He had a couple injuries during the year, including one 
during the second round of the playoffs, but stepped up in a 
big way all season, finishing third on the team with 17 goals 
an second in points with 43.  

Brock McGinn was his usual dependable self, providing a 
physical presence and playing up and down the lineup as the 
team faced the injury bug. The big question with McGinn, 
however, is whether or not the Canes’ second-longest 
tenured player will be back next season; he’s set to become 
an unrestricted free agent in July.  

Both players spoke to the media during the first round of exit 
interviews Thursday, here’s a full breakdown of everything 
they had to say:  

Vincent Trocheck 

On if he needs any treatment and if missing games in the 
playoffs was a disappointment: No surgery, I won’t need any 
surgery or anything. I’ll be fine. Just a couple weeks off and 
that’ll to the trick. But it’s definitely disappointing. It’s 
frustrating. Any time you have a chance to compete for a 
Stanley Cup, you want to be on the ice with your teammates 
and doing anything you can to help. Sitting in the stands 
watching is maybe even more nerve-wracking than it is 
playing. It’s tough to watch and you want to be out there with 
your teammates really bad, so I wanted to get back out there 
as quickly as I possibly could. 

On how he decided to play game five: It was an elimination 
game. It’s just the feeling that if the season was going to end, 
I didn’t want it to be with me in the stands and me not at least 
giving an effort to help my team and keep going. 

On balancing the regular season success with the 
postseason disappointment: The success of the regular 
season doesn’t really matter if you don’t succeed in the 
playoffs. I don’t think you can really look at it that way. I think 
for us, it’s just a matter of we know the second round isn’t 
where we want to finish our season, we want to take it all the 
way, we want to be knocking on the door every year, so this 
is a disappointment for us. I think going forward, we just 
need to take this loss, use it as experience, learn from it, get 
a little bit better this summer and then come back ready to go 
next year.  

On what the team needs to do to take the next step: There’s 
a lot. I think you’ve got to get better in every aspect of the 
game, special teams, five on five, it’s just kind of tightening 
things. We have a really good team. We know we do. We do 
a lot of things extremely well. It’s just doing a little bit more, 
making sure that we’re not giving up 10-15 chances a game, 
it’s got to be three to six. Doing anything we can to just 
tighten it a little bit. Our power play, we were good in the 

regular season, then our postseason wasn’t so great. So 
tightening that down, making sure that we’re staying above 
20-25 percent throughout the year. Penalty kill, same thing. 
Just tightening it down a little bit more.  

On his injury: I had a sprained MCL. It’s nothing too serious.  

On joining a close-knit group: It was really easy. Everyone 
here is already so close, it was already one big family. 
Whenever I came here, it seems like 10 years ago at this 
point they just welcomed me with open arms. It was a very 
seamless transition. Coaching staff, players, management, 
equipment staff, everybody was extremely welcoming, and it 
was just after that first half year, we took that break and a lot 
of guys stayed in Raleigh. I got to know everybody a lot 
better throughout that time that we had off. And then going 
into the bubble, obviously we weren’t allowed to go 
anywhere, it was just 20 of us guys basically locked up in a 
hotel room, so that period of time really got this group pretty 
close. After that it was kind of just smooth sailing.  

On if he’ll watch the playoffs and pull for the Lightning: I’m a 
fan of hockey. I’ll watch the playoffs. In my opinion, it’s the 
best sport and the best time of year. I don’t know If I 
necessarily become a fan of the Tampa Bay Lightning after 
they beat us, I’m just rooting for good hockey.  

Brock McGinn 

On his contract status: I want to be back here. I like it here. I 
like where this team is going. Over the last couple years, we 
made some big steps, it’s a good group, good core. But on 
the contract side, I know right we just got put out, so that’s 
not really on my mind right now. It’s kind of just see where 
things go.  

On what he’s learned the most about himself this season: 
Just kind of maturing, trying to figure out your game and 
bring it every day. This year, playing every other day, it’s kind 
of taking care of your body and being smart off the ice and 
every single day, so I guess that.  

On the Canes taking the next step: I think it’s just not veering 
away from our game. I think throughout the whole year, we 
tried to play a full 60-minute game where we’d play our style 
of hockey. I think when things go wrong, I think we start to 
veer away from our style and our game plan. I think that’s 
something that affects and if we really focus on staying with 
our system and being in it, I think we’re right there.  

On where the Canes are now vs. where the expectations 
were when he started: I think the first couple years, I feel the 
expectation wasn’t really there. I think coming in these last 
few years, the expectation is to win. Even though we made 
the playoffs, I think everybody in this dressing room is 
disappointed with the outcome this year. Everybody’s 
expectation coming in is winning the Stanley Cup, and that’s 
the only expectation we have, so anything other than that, I 
feel like we didn’t do our job. I think everybody in this room is 
disappointed, but you’ve got to come back next year and 
work for it.  

On how far the Canes are from winning the cup: I think we’re 
right there. I think everybody believes in this room and in this 
organization that we can do that. We’re close. I think we’ve 
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just got to come back next year and just put the next foot 
forward.  

On if the Canes need to add to the system: I don’t really think 
there’s too much we need to change. I think it’s just like I 
said, it’s when we veer away from our system that that’s 
when things go wrong. I think there’s the belief in this 
dressing room that our systems do work, and when we 
execute them how we should, I think the outcome is there. 

So I think it’s just making sure we bring that every single 
night.  

On the schedule format this year: It’s definitely different. It’s 
like you’re in the playoffs the whole year. You’re playing the 
same teams, it’s like series. I didn’t mind it, it’s definitely 
taxing on the body, but all in all, I think there wasn’t too much 
change. I think it’s just going out there and playing. So all in 
all it was good.

 

They said it: Svechnikov, Hamilton discuss contracts and overview of 2021 season 

Andrei Svechnikov and Dougie Hamilton discuss their 
ongoing contract talks and give overviews of themselves and 
the 2021 season as a whole. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes are now finished with the 2021 
season after being eliminated in the second round of the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs by the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Andrei Svechnikov and Dougie Hamilton — who are both 
players in need of new contracts, each with a large price tag 
looming — spoke with the media on Thursday via Zoom as 
part of the Canes’ first round of exit interviews. 

Here’s what they had to say: 

Andrei Svechnikov 

On if he was healthy and how we would assess his season: I 
was healthy all season, so I was fine. Sometimes I was 
uncertain about it, but I actually was fine. I didn’t have any 
serious things. But my game, I felt not bad. It wasn’t my best 
season. I know in the future I will have my best season, but it 
was a tough season with everything. The schedule in such a 
short time. It was hard but I felt not bad, but it wasn’t my best 
season. We’re going to try and work this summer to get 
stronger. 

On the impact Rod Brind’Amour has had on him: He’s had a 
huge impact. Just done a great job with me and developing 
me. Just working with me and showing me video lots of 
times. He’s done a lot with me and I just want to say thank 
you to him and that we’re going to continue working. 

On offseason plans: I actually don’t have any offseason 
plans right now. Probably just going to stay in Raleigh for a 
couple of weeks and go from that. Just want to get stronger 
like I said and improve everywhere. My shot, my 
stickhandling and just everything. Skating ability too. Going 
to work on that and try to get better. 

On an area of his game he was disappointed in: Maybe 
down low with the puck. I know I can do that better. I’ve got 
to do that more. Sometimes, I would just kind of throw the 
puck kind of somewhere and I actually didn’t know where. 
I’ve got to get the puck down low more and try to be 
aggressive there and put those pucks in the net. 

On contract discussions and his expectations for his next 
one: There wasn’t any talks after the last ones before the 
season. But I would love to stay here forever. I love it here. I 
love the fans. I love the team. I would love to stay here 

forever, but I’m going to let my agent figure it out with the 
team. 

Dougie Hamilton 

On his contract status and how he feels it will play out: To be 
honest, I don’t have any idea right now. Like I’ve said before, 
I really wanted to focus on hockey and we didn’t talk about 
contracts. I wasn’t involved really at all. I let my agent handle 
it. They kind of tabled conversations till after the season and 
I’m sure they’ll start talking again soon. But like I said, I was 
very focused on hockey and trying to win. I’m sure I’ll start 
thinking more about stuff. I think everyone knows that I really 
enjoy it here. I got some really good friends and met some 
really good people in the room and away from the room. Lot 
of friends that I’ll have and the staff and everyone in the 
organization is great. I have nothing bad to say about my 
experience here and in being a Carolina Hurricane. I really 
enjoyed it. Hopefully we can keep going. 

On how hard the season grind was both mentally and 
physically: I think it just became such a routine that it started 
to just blur together. Like coming to the rink today felt like we 
should be playing. That we had our day off and now we’re 
back at it. But it’s definitely gone by really quick because it’s 
so routine. Definitely a different year with eating in the hotels 
and not being able to leave the hotels and go out and all that 
stuff. We spent a lot of time together and I think to be honest 
I missed some of that stuff, but it was also enjoyable to be 
around the guys a lot. Had a really fun year with the guys. It’s 
definitely weird that we’re done playing. It hasn’t really sunk 
in yet for sure.  

On how he’s felt that he’s grown as a player over the last 
three seasons: I haven’t really thought about that too much. 
It’s hard to think back that much over that long of a time, but 
thinking about it now, I wanted to establish myself as an all 
around defenseman. Last year I got the opportunity to play 
first power play. Happy with how I’ve played in that role over 
the last two years. Happy with how I’ve developed and 
improved and stuff. Breaking my leg last year and coming 
back this year was definitely not easy. Hard to go through 
that and then get back to playing and being yourself so I’m 
definitely proud of myself for going through that and being 
able to come back. But I think I’m hungry to become a better 
player and I think I can do that. I’m ready to keep working 
and improving and hopefully I can get better than I am. 

On what the team needs to get over the hump and reach the 
ultimate goal of winning a Stanley Cup: It’s hard to say. I 
think we’re definitely close. We had a great season and lost 
to a team that’s $18 million over the cap or whatever they 
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are. Unbelievable goalie and all that stuff. I thought we 
played them pretty close. A couple of those games could 
have went either way and especially the early games where 
it changes the feel of the series and stuff. It’s hard to say too 
because we only played seven teams all year. You don’t 
really know how our division compares to the other divisions. 
We don’t know if we were playing the best teams or not so I 
guess we’ll see how that plays out. But we’ve got a great 
team, great people and we’re led by Rod who has created an 
unbelievable culture here in Carolina and I think that’s 
probably the biggest thing. Hopefully we can get better and 
see if we can take that next step. 

On if he’s taken any time to look back on the journey that 
was this season: Probably [would describe it as] crazy. You 
get caught up and it’s hard to think back on all that stuff, but 
if you think back to all the protocols and testing and all that 
stuff we had to do at the start of the season. Having no fans 
and then getting some fans. That first game where we got 
some fans, I think it was like 2,000 fans, it felt like we were 
going out for a playoff game with how loud it was. Couldn’t 
have even imagined at that point what a full stadium would 
have felt like. To get to the point where we were playing in 
the playoffs, with a sold out rink, with all the fans, it’s crazy to 
think back to how it was. It’s been a very busy journey in a 
way, but it’s been fun. We had a great group. The staff on 
the road, the players, everybody has made it so fun to keep 
coming to the rink everyday. Especially when you’re playing 
well and winning. It was definitely a lot of fun. 

On if the season will be the most memorable or simple one 
that he will never forget: I don’t know. It’s different memories. 
I think in past seasons you have memories from things away 
from the rink as well, but this one was pretty much purely 

hockey. It’s definitely different. I think it’ll be maybe 
something we’ll look back on in a couple of years and realize 
what we went through. But I almost feel like it’s normal now. 
It’ll be different as we go. 

On if there was any disappointment in playing a team so far 
over the salary cap: I wouldn’t say there’s any 
disappointment. I think it is what it is. I think you don’t even 
really think about that stuff to be honest. You’re playing 
against who you’re out there playing. Teams have injuries, 
teams have full lineups, whatever. It’s just how it works out. I 
wasn’t knocking the rules or anything, you just realize how 
many weapons they have. You think of how many more 
players you could add to your team with that money and you 
realize how much deeper you’d be. That’s just how it worked 
out and I know it’s happened with teams in the past. I don’t 
have a problem with it, you just realize how good that team 
was. 

On if Tampa Bay wouldn’t be as good if not for the salary cap 
circumvention: It is what it is though. You could say it about 
every team when it comes to things like injuries. They didn’t 
have their best player all season and they still had a great 
year. Still beat us in games and all that stuff. And adding a 
guy that didn’t play for the entire year and having him come 
back and be effective and really good right away is 
impressive as well. I don’t have any knocks on that or on 
them as a team with what they’re doing. I think it’s just 
impressive to see how good they are and how much talent 
they have. I just have respect for all those guys. We’ll see 
what happens and if they can keep winning and we’ll see 
how we did against one of the best teams in the league. 

 

  

 

  

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article252026953.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-look-ahead-to-important-offseason/c-325291890 
https://www.nhl.com/news/dougie-hamilton-wants-new-contract-with-carolina-hurricanes/c-325289592 

https://apnews.com/article/nc-state-wire-tampa-bay-lightning-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-nhl-ac206b9766e50d67fcd3b1ec76698137 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/10/22527749/they-said-it-nedeljkovic-pesce-discuss-season-in-exit-interviews 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/10/22527164/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-expansion-draft-entry-draft-free-agency-dougie-hamilton 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/10/22527856/they-said-it-trocheck-mcginn-on-2021-season 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/10/22527690/they-said-it-svechnikov-hamilton-discuss-contracts-and-overview-of-2021-season-carolina-
hurricanes 
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With the season over, will the Hurricanes and Dougie Hamilton agree to 
a new contract? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Dougie Hamilton (19) celebrates with 
the bench after his goal against the Tampa Bay Lightning during the 
second period in Game 4 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round 
playoff series Saturday, June 5, 2021, in Tampa. 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Dougie Hamilton (19) celebrates with 
the bench after his goal against the Tampa Bay Lightning during the 
second period in Game 4 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round 
playoff series Saturday, June 5, 2021, in Tampa. CHRIS O'MEARA AP 

There were times Thursday when Dougie Hamilton sounded like he was 
leaving the Carolina Hurricanes, and then times when the defenseman 
sounded like someone who intended to stay. 

Hamilton also took a jab at the Tampa Bay Lightning, saying the Canes 
lost its playoff series to a team “$18 million over the salary cap. “ That 
had social media aflame. 

Hamilton, if not re-signed by the Canes, will become an unrestricted free 
agent on July 28, when NHL free agency begins. There are NHL teams 
hoping he does and some will be lined up with lucrative offers for a right-
shot defenseman with his brand of offensive flair. 

Hamilton and his agent, J.P. Barry, agreed to put any contract talks with 
the Hurricanes on hold until after the season. For the Canes, that came 
Tuesday when the Lightning clinched the second-round series with a 2-0 
victory over Carolina in Game 5 at PNC Arena. 

And where do things stand now with a new contract? 

“To be honest I don’t really have any idea right now,” Hamilton said 
Thursday on his end-of-season interview with the media. “As I talked 
about before, I really wanted to focus on hockey and we didn’t talk about 
the contract. I wasn’t involved at all, really. I let my agent. They kind of 
tabled conversations until after the season and I’m sure they’ll start 
talking again soon.” 

Barry, contacted Thursday, said the two sides tried to reach an 
agreement at the start of the season but couldn’t get it done. 

“It was all amiable, we just had different views of the market,” Barry said 
via email. “We mutually decided to table it so it wasn’t a distraction.” 

Barry said he expected to hear back soon from Canes’ president and 
general manager Don Waddell and resume talks. 

DID THE LIGHTNING GAME THE SALARY CAP SYSTEM? 

For Hamilton, like the other Canes, shaking off the series loss to the 
Lightning is not easy. He noted that after a day off Wednesday, he 
returned to PNC Arena on Thursday feeling like there should be more 
hockey to play, as if the playoff routine should continue. 

It will, for Tampa Bay as the Lightning look to make it back-to-back 
Stanley Cup championships. The Canes can only look to next season. 

“We’re definitely close,” Hamilton said. “We had a great season. We lost 
to a team that’s $18 million over the cap or whatever they are. 
Unbelievable goalie and all that stuff. I thought we played them pretty 
close. A couple of those games could have gone either way, especially 
the early games where it changes the feel of the series.” 

Tampa Bay’s Nikita Kucherov spent the regular season recovering from 
offseason hip surgery and on Long Term Injured Reserve, his $9.5 
million not counting against the salary cap (Marian Gaborik and Anders 
Nilsson also were on LTIR.) Kucherov did not return until the playoffs, 
when the salary cap does not come into play -- all allowed under the 
league’s CBA but not preventing Tampa Bay from being criticized by 
some who claim the Lightning gamed the system. 

Hamilton’s “$18 million over the cap” comment caused considerable 
social media chatter Thursday. He did walk that comment back a bit 
before the interview ended when it was brought up again. 

“It is what it is. You don’t really think about that stuff,” Hamilton said. 
“You’re out there playing and teams have injuries, teams have full lineups 
or whatever. It’s just how it worked out. 

“I wasn’t knocking the rules or anything. You realize how many weapons 
they have. If you think about how many more players you could add with 
that money, and stuff like that, to your team and you realize how much 
deeper you would be. That’s just how it worked out and I know it’s 
happened to teams in the past. I don’t have a problem with it.” 

DOUGIE HAMILTON’S CONTRACT DETAILS 

The Canes did not have injured forward Nino Niederreiter until Game 5 in 
the series against the Lightning. Center Vincent Trocheck, injured in 
Game 2, said Thursday he suffered a sprained MCL but was determined 
to play Game 5 with the Canes facing elimination. 

“If the season was going to end I didn’t want to be in the stands,” he said. 

Defenseman Brett Pesce left Game 5 after taking an elbow to the head 
from Tampa Bay’s Ondrej Palat, but said Thursday, “I’m all good. It was a 
tough hit but I’m fine.” 

Hamilton, 27, again mentioned how much he has enjoyed playing for the 
Canes since being traded to Carolina by the Calgary Flames during the 
NHL Draft in June 2018. While his time in Calgary apparently wasn’t 
always enjoyable, the Toronto native seemingly has been more relaxed 
and at ease with the setting in Raleigh, with the Canes. 

“I really enjoy it here,” Hamilton said. “I’ve got some really good friends. 
Some really good people in the room and away from the room, off the 
ice. A lot of friends I’ll have and the staff, everybody in the organization is 
great. 

“So I have nothing bad to say about being a Carolina Hurricane. I really 
enjoyed it. Hopefully, we can keep going.” 

Salary and term on a new contract will determine that. Hamilton’s 
expiring contract, initially signed with Calgary, paid him $5.75 million a 
season for six years. He could be seeking a new pact that pays close to 
$8 million or more, in keeping with the top defensemen in the league are 
paid. 
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STATS AMID A CONDENSED NHL SEASON 

During the condensed 56-game regular season, Hamilton joined Jaccob 
Slavin on the Canes’ top defensive pairing, quarterbacked the top power-
play unit and put up some impressive offensive numbers. 

Hamilton, who averaged 22:43 in ice time, finished with 42 points -- 10 
goals and 32 assists -- in 55 games, tying forward Andrei Svechnikov for 
third in scoring on the team. That would equate to a 63-point season over 
the regular 82 games. 

Among NHL defensemen, Hamilton was fifth in goals, ninth in assists and 
seventh in points in the regular season. He had two goals and three 
assists in 11 playoff games. 

“I wanted to establish myself as an all-around defenseman,” he said. “I’m 
happy with the way I’ve developed and improved and stuff, breaking my 
leg last year (2020) and coming back this year. It’s definitely not easy. I’m 
definitely proud of myself for going through that and coming back. 

“I think I’m hungry to become a better player and I think I can do that.” 
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The Athletic / Stock up, stock down: Tracking the playoff performance of 
pending NHL free agents 

 

By Scott Burnside Jun 10, 2021  

 

As William Shakespeare famously opined in Hamlet, “the playoffs are the 
thing.” 

(Editor’s note: Uhm, I think it was “the play is the thing” but don’t let that 
get in the way of your lede.) 

Whatever. The Bard was right. 

Nothing like the NHL playoffs for drama and perseverance and the sheer 
unexpected (hello, Montreal). And nothing like the playoffs to drive up a 
player’s value especially if he happens to be a pending free agent. Or 
conversely, nothing gives a GM with a wallet full of money pause like a 
guy who hits the ditch come playoff time. 

The playoffs are where reputation becomes legend and where the poor 
become rich and vice versa. 

As one longtime NHL player and executive noted, sometimes the regular 
season can feel endless. The playoffs? They are a finite thing and 
players can dial it up for a finite period of time. The key is in finding 
enough of those “dial it up” players to get you to the end of the road. 

So, how are things shaping up in this tumultuous playoff year as we edge 
toward the final four? 

Well, glad you asked. Here’s a look at a baker’s dozen (that would be 13) 
free agents and how their stock may have risen or fallen through the first 
two rounds of the playoffs. 

Taylor Hall, pending UFA 

What’s not to like about how Hall fit seamlessly into the Boston lineup 
and found instant karma with David Krejci (another pending UFA, by the 
way) and Craig Smith. The Bruins are in tough against a very good, well-
coached Islanders team as we pen this and if the Bruins are to advance 
to the final four Hall will have to continue to make timely contributions. 
But after searching literally for years for a proper NHL home, from 
Edmonton to New Jersey to Arizona to Buffalo, it does seem like Hall has 
found a home regardless of the outcome of this second-round series. 
Hall won’t command the money he did as recently as this season when 

he signed a one-year $8-million deal with the Sabres given the way GM 
Don Sweeney has built this Boston team vis a vis the salary cap. But 
maybe that matters less than fit for the 29-year-old. Jake DeBrusk is an 
enormous question mark for the Bruins moving forward — he was a 
healthy scratch during the Islander series — so it would be a surprise if 
Hall goes anywhere else this summer. 

Stock: Up   

Kyle Palmieri, pending UFA 

Let’s stick with this compelling second-round series for a minute and 
marvel how, for the second year in a row, Islanders GM Lou Lamoriello 
nabbed a top rental who struggled in the regular season only to turn it on 
in the playoffs. It happened a year ago when Lamoriello acquired J.G. 
Pageau from Ottawa (and immediately inked him to an extension). 
History has repeated itself with Kyle Palmieri struggling with just two 
goals in 17 regular-season games after coming over from New Jersey at 
the trade deadline, before lighting it up for the Isles with six goals and two 
assists in his first 11 postseason games. Playing mostly with Pageau and 
former New Jersey teammate Travis Zajac, who came in the same deal, 
Palmieri has bolstered what is now a dangerous third line as well as 
chipping in on the Isles’ second power play unit. However, it’s doubtful 
the Isles can afford Palmieri beyond this season and there’s a possibility 
the young Devils could make a stab at repatriating the 30-year-old 
Palmieri when the market opens. Regardless, his performance this 
summer should have piqued the curiosity of GMs looking for that blend of 
character and production that is so critical at playoff time. 

Stock: Up   

Nick Foligno, pending UFA 

We spoke with Foligno shortly before his arrival in Toronto after the Leafs 
paid a handsome price to acquire the Columbus captain at the deadline 
and the native of Sudbury, Ont., couldn’t have been more excited at what 
was ahead. His father, Mike, played for the Leafs. The Leafs were built 
for a long run and Foligno looked to be a perfect fit given his grit, 
leadership and skill set. It didn’t work out that way, of course. Foligno 
was never quite healthy enough to make a significant impact and the 
Leafs squandered a 3-1 series lead against Montreal, setting off a 
cacophony of angst around the team. Foligno played in 11 games total 
for the Leafs and managed five assists including just one in four 
postseason games. Hard to imagine the Leafs could find room cap-wise 
for Foligno moving forward even at a home-province discount. We’ve 
always wondered about a return to Columbus for Foligno, who is beloved 
in the city. The Blue Jackets are going to need all the leadership they can 
muster as they head into a tumultuous offseason that will likely include 
trading cornerstone defenseman Seth Jones. But, suffice it to say, this 
didn’t work out the way many had imagined. 

Stock: Down   

Vince Dunn, pending RFA 

The Blues, of course, were swept by Colorado marking a second straight 
one-and-done playoff outing for St. Louis after winning the Stanley Cup in 
2019. Now GM Doug Armstrong has his hands full with a handful of key 
UFAs and a couple of critical RFAs like Robert Thomas and Vince Dunn, 
who has arbitration rights after getting a one-year deal as an RFA last 
summer. Dunn’s name surfaced in trade rumors leading up to the trade 
deadline and the 24-year-old didn’t feel healthy enough to play in the Avs 
series. With other left-handed defenders coming like Jake Walman, Niko 
Mikola and Tyler Tucker hard to imagine Dunn returns to the Blues and 
certainly not in any kind of featured role. “I don’t see a fit here,” said one 
source. There will be teams who will be interested in Dunn’s attributes, 
his skating and offense, the source added. “He’s an analytics darling,” he 
said. Pending what happens with Dougie Hamilton the source suggested 
Carolina might be interested. Could the Blues sign Dunn and then deal 
him? That’s another option. 

Stock: Down   
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Mike Hoffman, pending UFA 

Remember when goal-scoring specialist Mike Hoffman waited for the 
right deal until training camp and then ended up in St. Louis on a tryout 
before signing a modest one-year $4 million deal? It looked to be a great 
bargain for the Blues and a good fit for Hoffman. Nope. Hoffman never 
really fit with head coach Craig Berube and the 31-year-old will hit the 
market once again. “A good player on a bad team,” is how one source 
familiar with the player described Hoffman. The source suggested 
Arizona or Buffalo might be a good fit this offseason or literally any team 
looking to boost their power play. Hoffman had 17 power-play points 
during the regular season, almost half of his 36-point total. He scored 
once in the four-game sweep by the Avs. “He’s not a bad guy,” the 
source said. “I think there’ll be suitors for him.” 

Stock: Down   

Dougie Hamilton, pending UFA 

One of the top potential free agents in this summer’s marketplace is the 
smooth-skating, offensively gifted Dougie Hamilton who remains just this 
side of enigmatic. For the second straight year, the Hurricanes took a 
step back in the playoffs. This time, losing in five games in the second 
round to defending Cup champion Tampa Bay. The question is how to 
assess Hamilton’s value to the Hurricanes as he contemplated 
unrestricted free agency. We spoke with three separate sources who 
questioned whether you can win a Stanley Cup with Hamilton as a 
centerpiece player. Complimentary? Sure. Who doesn’t love his point 
production, one source said. Hamilton finished with 42 points tied for 7th 
among NHL defensemen and a plus-20 rating. He added five points in 11 
post-season games but just one point, a goal, against Tampa. He’s got a 
great shot and is the focal point of one of the league’s most productive 
power play units. But when you’re talking let’s say eight years at $8 
million, which is what John Carlson signed in Washington a couple of 
years back, that’s the kind of dollar and term that can bury a team if you 
assign it to a player who can’t deliver the goods. “My belief has long been 
you can’t win with him in the playoffs,” one veteran Eastern Conference 
source said. Another source suggests that while defending playoff MVP 
Victor Hedman plays “with the Viking way about him, that’s something I 
think Dougie is missing.” The Hurricanes walked away from talented 
forward Jeff Skinner because he didn’t fit what Rod Brind’Amour et al 
were trying to build. Will Hamilton follow a similar path or does he take 
below market value to stay with Carolina? 

Stock: Down   

Alec Martinez, pending UFA 

With all the star power in Vegas (and we mean on the Golden Knights, 
not in the casinos) it’s been easy to forget that two-time Stanley Cup 
champion Alec Martinez is even on the roster let alone how important 
he’s been to this team. The 33-year-old has been a rock and helped 
solidify the blue line corps especially as Alex Pietrangelo took some time 
to adjust to his new surroundings after signing with Vegas last off-
season. In fact, Martinez has settled in as a nice partner to Pietrangelo 
on the team’s number one defensive pairing. “He’s been invaluable on 
the ice and a big leader in the room,” said one source familiar with the 
dynamics in Vegas. “Vegas needs him back and I think the feeling is 
mutual.” But can they make it work? Between Pietrangelo and Shea 
Theodore, the Golden Knights are committed to $14 million in cap space 
for their top two defenders. Martinez is a bargain at $4 million but even if 
he’d like to re-up with the Golden Knights how much is too much? Two 
years at $5 million probably isn’t overpaying but it may be too much for 
Vegas. No doubt rival GMs will be watching how this plays out and hope 
Martinez hits the open market. 

Stock: Up   

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, pending UFA 

If you’re a team that is desperate for depth scoring like the top-heavy 
Edmonton Oilers, you probably aren’t in a hurry to part ways with your 
third-best forward after Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. Unless you 

can’t afford not to part ways with him. That’s the conundrum for 
Edmonton GM Ken Holland who has to buttress his two superstar 
forwards after the Oilers were humbled in a four-game sweep by 
Winnipeg. But what is the value in a flat cap world of a guy like Nugent-
Hopkins who had a disappointing regular season and then a 
disappointing playoff? Not the $6 million he was making on his current 
contract. Not to the Oilers. He might be worth that to another team 
looking to return him to his natural position as a center like Ottawa or the 
New York Rangers or the Columbus Blue Jackets. Two former players 
and analysts had divergent views on the former first overall pick. One felt 
Nugent-Hopkins was a player who would fit any number of teams if he 
ends up departing Edmonton. “He holds onto pucks and distributes so 
well,” the source said. “There’s a will in his game that I think goes 
underappreciated.” But another source felt there were lots of better ways 
to spend money in Edmonton than on a player who is now 28 and has 
just 21 postseason games to his credit. Playing with two of the best 
offensive players in the world, “I don’t think he compliments them 
enough,” this source said. “And by the way, it hasn’t worked either.” 

Stock: Down   

Tyson Barrie, pending UFA 

A variation on a theme here for the Oilers and another big free agent 
question mark. If we’re assessing Tyson Barrie’s value only on points 
then it would seem he should be a top priority for Holland in terms of 
resigning the high-skilled defenseman and if not would command top 
dollar even in a cap-flattened world. But several analysts we spoke to 
question how Barrie, who had 48 points in 56 regular-season points to 
lead all NHL defenders in point production but just one assist in four 
games in the playoffs, fits for the Oilers’ plan moving forward. If Oscar 
Klefbom can be counted on to return from shoulder surgery and with 
Darnell Nurse, Evan Bouchard and perhaps Caleb Jones and/or Philip 
Broberg ready to vie for NHL ice time can the Oilers afford what Barrie 
will likely be asking for in dollar and term after his prolific productivity? “I’d 
rather have (Adam) Larsson at the right price than Barrie,” one former 
player and analyst said.  “I don’t think he’s figured out where he’s fitting 
in. I don’t think he’s upped his value at all,” added another analyst 
familiar with the North Division. Barrie banked on himself last off-season 
signing a modest $3.75 million deal for one year hoping to parlay that into 
a more lucrative, longer-term deal. Not sure he’s accomplished that. 

Stock: Down   

Sam Bennett, pending RFA 

What a revelation the 2014 fourth overall pick of the Calgary Flames 
turned out to be for the Florida Panthers. Bennett had come to the end of 
the road in Calgary and first-year Florida GM Bill Zito looks a minor 
genius for giving up a second-round pick and a prospect for the 24-year-
old Bennett at the trade deadline who meshed instantly, collecting 15 
points in 10 regular-season games and adding five more in five playoff 
games against Tampa. Bennett did take a critical penalty in Game 1 
against Tampa and was suspended for a game but that blemish aside 
we’re expecting one of the team’s off-season priorities will be to lock up 
Bennett for the immediate future. 

Stock: Up   

Corey Perry, pending UFA 

Really there could be a whole section on the Habs and the passel of 
pending free agents both restricted and unrestricted especially given their 
collective stock continues to rise with each passing day and with each 
playoff giant they slay. But as one former executive noted, is there a 
better bargain in the NHL right now than Perry, 36, who signed a one-
year deal at $750,000 and who has played a critical role for the Habs 
playing mostly with two other potential UFAs, veteran Eric Staal and Joel 
Armia? Nope. While Toronto signed veterans who had never won a Cup 
like Jason Spezza, Joe Thornton and Wayne Simmonds Montreal GM 
Marc Bergevin went after players like Perry and Staal, acquired from 
Buffalo at the deadline, who won Cups early in their careers and who are 
now looking for another chance without demanding big dollars or long 
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terms. If his play does not translate into a return to Montreal, Perry —who 
performed similar magic in helping Dallas to the final in the bubble last 
summer — continues to show he’s not nearly done. 

Stock: Up   

Joel Armia, pending UFA 

While Staal and Perry represent a very specific type of free agent option 
moving forward Armia is something else altogether. The 16th overall pick 
in 2011 is a big man who doesn’t necessarily play a physical game, has 
better than average offensive skills and can do just about anything 
including killing penalties. On this Montreal team he’s found a perfect 
niche and through the first two rounds had seven points in 11 games 
including two shorthanded goals and a shorthanded assist. “I don’t think 
they’d ever really identified what he was,” one former NHL executive 
familiar with the team said. “But he’s a really, really good third-line 
winger.” Does he fit the Habs moving forward? Hard to imagine GM Marc 
Bergevin can’t find room for him but if he can’t there’ll be a long line of 
teams knocking on Armia’s door come free agency given what he’s 
shown this off-season. 

Stock: Up   

Phillip Danault, pending UFA 

Of all the free agents in Montreal, the future of elite two-way center Phillip 
Danault may be the most interesting. He turned down a long-term deal 
last off-season and now can test the waters as the Habs have shut down 
offensively charged Toronto and Winnipeg through the first two rounds of 
the playoffs. Danault’s offensive production tailed off during the regular 
season – 24 points in 53 games about half what he produced in 71 
games last season — but he will no doubt command a lot of attention 
from teams looking for a hard-working shutdown center. 

Stock: Up   
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Sportsnet.ca / Relying on the sum of their parts, Golden Knights oust 
Avalanche’s stars 

 

Mark Spector June 11, 2021, 2:10 AM 

 

As the Vegas Golden Knights celebrated their third trip to the National 
Hockey League’s final four in the past four years, Dunnville, Ont., native 
Peter DeBoer — himself a 12th round draft pick of the Toronto Maple 
Leafs back in 1988 — managed to find some Canadian perspective for 
the anomaly that are the expansion Golden Knights. 

“It’s so hard to win,” began DeBoer. “Everybody talks about winning the 
Stanley Cup. I’m an Ontario guy, I watch the Toronto Maple Leafs 
closely, I was drafted by the Leafs, always been a fan of the franchise… 
They haven’t got out of the first round in what? Seventeen years? And 
that’s a good franchise, well coached. 

“What these men here [in Vegas] have accomplished is unreal.” 

Ironically, it is the Colorado Avalanche who have taken up residence in 
Done-ville. They lost Game 6 on Thursday by a 6-3 score, swept in six by 
Vegas. 

Stream the Stanley Cup Playoffs with Sportsnet NOW 

Livestream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, blackout-free. Plus 
get the NHL Draft, Free Agency, Blue Jays & MLB, NBA Playoffs 
matchups and more. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Sure, the Avs won the first two games. Then the going got tough, and the 
Golden Knights won four straight. 

An Avs team that won the Presidents Trophy, that had a Vezina-calibre 
goalie, that appeared to have figured out how to play sound defensive 
hockey this season, simply made more mistakes than their opponents. 

What went wrong? What do they look back on that perhaps could have 
unfolded differently? 

“There are so many things. I could sit here for 15 minutes,” said captain 
Gabriel Landeskog, whose own defensive miscues won’t be overlooked. 
“We try not to live in the past, to stay in the moment, in the present. But 
evaluating the series, in Game 1 and 2 we found a way to win when they 
were the better team. Game 3 we didn’t play well at all… Game 5 we 
were in control, make three turnovers and they score on all three. 

“Tonight, we fought hard and battled. Kept coming back. A couple of 
bounces go the wrong way, a couple of shifts when we’re not really 
engaged, real focussed, and they capitalize on them.” 

Remaining Time -3:05 

Golden Knights and Avalanche shake hands after thrilling series 

If playoff hockey is a shift-by-shift experience, if one mistake can cost a 
hockey game, then the Avalanche will go down in history as too cavalier 
to beat a deep, opportunistic team like Vegas. 

“As a group, we learned a lot,” said Landeskog, whose team bows out in 
Round 2 for the third-straight season. “We’re going to have to learn a lot 
going forward. Yeah, we’ll have to learn from this one and move on.” 

“There’s always next year,” deadpanned superstar Nathan MacKinnon, 
who was excellent in Game 6. “I’m going into my ninth year next year and 
I haven’t won s– so I’m definitely motivated. It just sucks.” 

Colorado is a fine team that’s loaded with skill, and this was one hell of 
an entertaining series. But the Avs don’t play a game that is conducive to 
playoff success. They’re too loose, too chancy and, as much fun as it is 
to watch, far too wide open at a time of year when you can’t be happy 
with giving up four goals, knowing you’ll score five or six. 

Fantasy Hockey Playoffs Bracket 

Think you know how this year's playoffs will unfold? Before every round, 
from Round 1 to the Stanley Cup Final, predict the winners and number 
of games for each series and answer a few prop questions. 

ENTER NOW 

The Avs hemorrhaged scoring chances at the most crucial moments in 
this series, never able to sit on a lead or even play a game where the 
opponent was forced to earn their goals without any help. In the end, the 
Vegas defence was more stout and dependable, with a guy like Nick 
Holden stepping into the lineup and holding his ground, while neither 
Patrik Nemeth nor Samuel Girard (minus-4 Thursday) distinguished 
themselves in this series. 

A championship-worthy team doesn’t cough up four straight after gaining 
a 2-0 lead, sorry. 

“I don’t think there was a person in the hockey world who, when we were 
down 2-0, thought we would finish this off in six tonight. That was real,” 
said DeBoer, accurately. “We just blocked out the noise and went to 
work. Scraped and scratched and found a way. 

“We beat a team that maybe has the best analytics in the past 10 years. 
A team people were handing the Stanley Cup to pre-season, all season, 
and for sure after they rolled through the first round.” 

Remaining Time -1:43 

MacKinnon had choice words following Avalanche elimination 
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Today, MacKinnon finds himself part of this stat: In the past four 
seasons, the 12 Hart Trophy finalists have won just two playoff rounds. 

It tells you what this sport demands, and that the formula requires so 
much more than just a great regular-season team. The game changes in 
the post-season, and a playoff win requires far more participants than a 
regular season win does. 

“The margin for error is so small at this time of year,” lamented 
Landeskog. 

“We were the best defensive team in the league in a lot of categories this 
year,” defended MacKinnon. “They’re not grittier than us either. We have 
a lot of warriors in our dressing room.” 

There is something, however, that a perennial final four team has that a 
perennial playoff also-ran does not. Something in the DNA of this Vegas 
team that allows it to win, and something inside the Avalanche’s veins 
that allows their blood to be spilled. 

“We’re the sum of our parts,” said DeBoer. “We don’t have the superstar 
power that they do.” 

Hear that, Maple Leafs? Edmonton Oilers? 

The sum of their parts. 

That’s the winning formula. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Six star player trade candidates you’ll hear about this 
summer 

 

Rory Boylen  

 

We’re all looking forward to what’s ahead in the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
still. Can the Canadiens become Canada’s first team to win the Cup 
since 1993? Can the Tampa Bay Lightning repeat? Can the Vegas 
Golden Knights finish what they couldn’t in their first season and claim a 
championship? 

There’s a lot of great hockey games ahead. 

But this is also a great time of year for armchair GMs who are scouring 
CapFriendly, picking apart what went wrong for eliminated teams, and 
figuring out pathways to blockbuster off-season trades. 

This summer should be full of rumours, too. While teams still have to 
contend with a flat cap, there are reasons why it could be a busy time for 
movement. 

First off, there appears to be a number of teams itching for change. 
Philadelphia, St. Louis, Los Angeles, Columbus and Calgary all fit that 
mould. Then you have teams like Toronto, Florida, Winnipeg, 
Washington and Pittsburgh that have to figure out why they fell short of 
internal expectations and chart a path forward. Shake-ups, with notable 
players moving in and out on both sides of a trade, could be a way to 
making a big splash in our current cap landscape. 

And then there is the Seattle Kraken factor. The NHL’s 32nd team will 
pick its roster on July 21, but could be a factor in deals before then. They 
haven’t taken on any cap hits yet, so the Kraken could help facilitate 
trades as teams seek ways to protect players that are exposed under 
expansion draft rules. 

Usually the big names we try and pick out for trade in the off-season are 
guys going into the final season or two of their contracts. That’s when 
teams are forced into making a decision about what to do with them. 

There are certainly players who fall into that category in 2021 as well, but 
the big names who will come up could run deeper than that. 

“I don’t even think it’s going to be guys who are a year or two away,” 
Elliotte Friedman said on The People’s Show this week. “I think it’ll be 
guys in the middle of deals. I think you’re going to hear a lot of wild 
names thrown around this off-season. We know about (Seth) Jones. I 
think some of the Philly guys. It’s not only about players saying that (they 
want out) it’s about teams saying (they want change). I think Philly’s 
going to consider some interesting stuff. I think St. Louis is going to 
consider some interesting stuff. I’ve heard (Vladimir) Tarasenko’s name 
out there. I think there’s a lot of people out there… I think there’s going to 
be some names out there that surprise people.” 

So as we await the outcome of the Vegas-Colorado series and proceed 
into Round 3 of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, off-season activity and the 
excitement around it is also on our mind. Here is a look at a group of star 
players who you will hear trade rumours about and, we’d expect, at least 
a couple of them who will change teams. 

There’s still time for this list to keep growing, too. 

Seth Jones, Columbus Blue Jackets 

If you’re in the market for a big No. 1 defenceman with Norris Trophy 
upside, Jones is the guy we’re all expecting to move this off-season. Last 
month, Friedman reported that unless something changed, it was 
believed Jones told the organization he would test free agency after his 
contract expires in the summer of 2022. 

This will likely force Columbus into a spot where they have to trade Jones 
after a season where he wasn’t at his absolute best. 

“I think the Blue Jackets know it’s unlikely. That he wants to test free 
agency and he wants to see what’s out there and Seth Jones has earned 
that right,” Friedman said on the May 31 edition of 31 Thoughts: The 
Podcast. 

With one season left on his deal, Jones could effectively be viewed as a 
rental for any team, though if there was a way they could come to an 
agreement to an extension beforehand, Columbus would be in position to 
do even better in a trade. 

What return can we expect here? The Jets had to trade Jacob Trouba 
before his contract expired and were able to get Neal Pionk and a first 
out of the Rangers for him in 2019. For Jake Muzzin, the Kings got two 
prospects and a first-rounder back from the Leafs — Muzzin then signed 
an extension shortly after. The flat cap makes it harder to fit in contracts 
without giving anything up, but for one season at least Jones’ $5.4 million 
cap hit is reasonable. On a re-sign, though, his full value will pinch most 
teams. 

Columbus has been in this situation before, of course. In 2018-19 Artemi 
Panarin, Sergei Bobrovsky and Matt Duchene were all pending UFAs 
who were highly unlikely to stay with the team. At that time, GM Jarmo 
Kekalainen kept them all for a playoff run to reward their fans and, 
indeed, the Blue Jackets won a round over Tampa before getting 
eliminated by Boston in Round 2. As expected, each of those players left 
in the summer. 

This time is different, though. Columbus is coming off a season that saw 
them finish 28th in the NHL standings and they’ve had to make some 
more recent moves they would have preferred not to. Josh Anderson 
wasn’t going to re-sign, so they flipped him for Max Domi, who will now 
miss the start of next season to injury and is a season away from being a 
UFA himself. They had to deal Pierre-Luc Dubois early this season and 
though Patrik Laine was a nice return, he struggled to 10 goals in 45 
games, has one season left on his contract before he becomes RFA 
eligible, and is two seasons away from being UFA eligible. Another 
decision on how to handle him is on the horizon, too. 

Unlike 2018-19 when the Blue Jackets had reason to push some chips in 
to reward the fans and see what the team could do, this version seems 
much closer to some kind of rebuild. 
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“I don’t think you can afford to do the same thing here,” Friedman said on 
the podcast. “After the season they just had, they’re not in the same spot 
they were a couple years ago.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Jack Eichel, Buffalo Sabres 

The bombshell occurred at Buffalo’s locker clean out day. 

“I’ve been a bit upset about the ways things have been handled since I’ve 
been hurt,” Eichel said. “I’d be lying to say that things have moved 
smoothly since my injury. There’s been a bit of a disconnect between 
myself and the organization. It’s been tough at times. Right now, the 
most important thing now is to get healthy and be ready to play hockey 
next year, wherever that might be.” 

That disconnect has to do with how Eichel wants to recover from a neck 
injury versus how the Sabres want to approach it. Eichel wanted surgery 
and the Sabres haven’t approved that. The two sides reportedly agreed 
to wait a month to see how Eichel responded to rest and then reassess. 
That window has passed and so now we’re back on trade watch. 

“My personal opinion is that whatever Eichel decides to do, it’s going to 
be in conjunction with the next team that acquires him,” Friedman said on 
the June 4 edition of the 31 Thoughts Podcast. 

The good news for the Sabres is they “won” the draft lottery to retain the 
first overall pick, so they’ll have that prospect to move forward with (likely 
Owen Power). They also now know exactly where other suitors will be 
picking and so if a first-rounder is part of a deal it’s very specific which 
slot that will be in. 

It seems we’re moving closer to a trade than a resolution before Eichel 
begins Year 4 of an eight-year contract he signed with the Sabres. 

“I don’t really have an update, but it’s going to be coming here in terms of 
information I get in the coming days,” GM Kevyn Adams said in his post-
lottery Zoom call. “I think it is important just to mention our doctors, their 
expertise, they still aren’t comfortable with any type of surgery that’s 
never been done on a hockey player before.” 

Eichel will come with a $10 million AAV through 2025-26 and at least 
some questions as to how he’ll bounce back from a neck injury. But there 
is no denying he’s one of the top centres in the game, with 355 points in 
375 career games. 

Evgeny Kuznetsov, Washington Capitals 

If centre is a position you need to target an upgrade for, this off-season is 
for you. On top of Eichel, Washington’s Kuznetsov could be available, 
though the chance still remains high he stays with the Capitals. 

That’s because the Capitals still believe they have an open Cup window 
and they will not be eager to throw any remaining years of Nicklas 
Backstrom or Alex Ovechkin (assuming he re-signs) away. So trading 
Kuznetsov won’t be easy, but GM Brian MacLellan certainly voiced his 
frustration with the player’s lack of consistency in recent seasons. 

“I think it’s the key to our organization what decisions get made or how 
he plays or comes out of this,” MacLellan said of Kuznetsov after 
Washington was eliminated from the playoffs. “We won the Stanley Cup 
because we had a great 1-2 punch (at centre) and Eller at the third spot. 
So centre depth is important. We need him to play at his highest ability 
and if he can’t play at his highest ability we’re not going to be a good 
team and will have to make some other decisions.” 

When the Caps won their Stanley Cup, Kuznetsov was a huge difference 
maker. He scored 83 points in the regular season and then followed it up 
with 32 points in 24 playoff games. But his points per game rates have 
fallen in each year since and he finished this season with 29 points in 41 
games and didn’t get any in the playoffs. 

Notably, Kuznetsov tested positive for COVID-19 this season, so the 
effects that had on his ability to perform aren’t clear and can’t be 
discounted. At the same time, his play had been falling off in the couple 
years leading up to this one, so it’s not an isolated situation. 

Kuznetsov has a modified no-trade clause and has four seasons left on a 
contract that pays $7.8 million against the cap. 

Johnny Gaudreau, Calgary Flames 

Something has to change in Calgary, right? This team is spinning its 
wheels, finished well out of the North Division playoff picture, and doesn’t 
have a clear path forward now. Unless you believe this core can get them 
back on track in the Pacific Division next season and then win a couple 
playoff rounds, then you might be wondering if a rebuild is necessary for 
the Flames. 

What should the Flames do with Johnny Gaudreau? 

The fact is that trade talk has followed Gaudreau for a couple years and 
it’s coming to a head now because he has one season left on his 
contract, and the team would rather not lose him for nothing. At the end-
of-season press avails, Gaudreau said he’d “love to” re-sign with the 
Flames and had never asked to leave Calgary. So perhaps there’s a path 
to keep him. 

If so, a decision will need to be made by July 28, which is the first day he 
can sign an extension, but also the first day that a modified no-trade 
clause will kick in for him. At that time the Flames would be restricted to 
dealing with a five-team list Gaudreau submits, rather than being open to 
any offers around the league. 

If Gaudreau ends up staying, does that make it more likely Sean 
Monahan is the one to go? Or would it signal that management is content 
to move on with the same core as before? 

It’s hard to see them trading Matthew Tkachuk at this time, though that’s 
another player who will have to prove himself all over again after a hot 
and cold season. 

Remaining Time -3:03 

What is Mitch Marner's future in Toronto? 

Mitch Marner, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Personally, not sure this one makes a lot of sense, even after Marner’s 
disappointing playoff and another meltdown by the Leafs. And, hearing 
Kyle Dubas and Brendan Shanahan speak about their plans, it doesn’t 
seem like they’re looking to break up the Core Four at this point either. 

“I’ll say this about our top four: I think any team in the league would love 
to have any one of them,” Shanahan said. “But we want them. We like 
them. We want to keep them here. They’re special players. They’re all 
deeply committed to winning here in Toronto.” 

If you are going to move on and shake up this core, do you really want to 
do it when a very clear three-year window (at least) still exists with their 
contracts? 

Regardless, none of this will keep Marner’s name out of the rumour mill. 
If the Leafs do entertain the idea of a blockbuster, Marner is a guy who 
could make sense to move. His contract is front-loaded, so an acquiring 
team would save actual dollars even if the $10.9 million cap hit is rather 
high for a winger (albeit a top five league scoring winger). Marner has 
four years left on his contract, so there’s a lot of value in the control 
there. 

But how do you win a Marner trade if you’re Toronto? Seth Jones, with 
one year left on his deal, isn’t it. Ditto for Patrik Laine. Our own Luke Fox 
got into some details of a path to what a Marner trade might look like for 
a team that very much has to start winning some playoff rounds now. The 
fact is, there’s not a lot of great, obvious options out there. 

We’d put the odds on an off-season Marner trade being incredibly low, 
but you’re going to hear about him. 
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John Scott: Marner not the scapegoat, he's the reason they lost 

Vladimir Tarasenko, St. Louis Blues 

At his best, Tarasenko is one of the more dangerous scorers in the 
game. But he’s had three shoulder surgeries now, has just seven goals in 
34 games over the past two seasons, and may be too pricey for the 
Blues at this point. He comes with a $7.5 million cap hit that has two 
seasons remaining, so a decision is upcoming on him anyway — do the 
Blues have designs on re-signing him, or should they get in front of this 
and explore trading him now? 

The Blues haven’t been quite the same since winning the Stanley Cup 
and are one of the teams that could seek a change of pace with a big 
move or two this off-season. If they choose to double down on being a 
tight-checking, blue collar team, Tarasenko may not fit that plan anymore 
— not because those sorts of teams don’t need a goal scorer, but 
because his price tag is too high for that mix, and the prospect of a 
looming contract extension complicates the calculation. 

On the flip side, Tarasenko’s trade value has probably never been lower. 
Would the Blues retain any salary to up the return? There will always be 
a market for a player like this, but he’s not a trade candidate because 
he’s been playing at his peak recently. 

Vince Dunn is a trade candidate in St. Louis for the second season in a 
row. They could go real big if they also trade out Tarasenko. 
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TSN.CA / NHL’s final four will feature David-versus-Goliath matchups 

The Canadiens and Islanders will both be facing a Stanley Cup favourite 
in the third round, but they’ve already shown the ability to take care of 
opponents with top-end talent, Travis Yost writes. 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

With the New York Islanders completing their upset over the Boston 
Bruins on Wednesday night, the third round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
is starting to take shape. One interesting dynamic? Each series will be its 
own David-versus-Goliath matchup. 

We already know that the Islanders will be squaring off against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, and betting markets are pricing Tampa Bay to 
advance about 71 per cent of the time. Irrespective of what happens in 
the remaining second-round series between the Colorado Avalanche and 
Vegas Golden Knights, we should expect similar pricing when the winner 
faces the Montreal Canadiens in the other semifinal. 

You won’t see me writing off the Islanders or Canadiens. Both teams are 
more than capable and have shown they can take care of opponents with 
top-end talent. But the reality is both will be facing a Stanley Cup 
favourite in the third round. 

Historically speaking, I was curious how one-sided these matchups 
appear to be on paper in relation to how these teams finished in the 
regular season. 

The Islanders finished a respectable 11th in even-strength goal 
differential (+0.48 goals per 60 minutes) in the regular season; the 
Canadiens finished 18th (-0.1). Consider the three other teams 
remaining: Vegas (first, +1.24 goals per 60 minutes), Colorado (second, 
+1.22 goals per 60 minutes), and Tampa Bay (seventh without Nikita 
Kucherov; +0.65 goals per 60 minutes) and you start to see how much 
daylight there is between these teams. 

The table below shows third-round playoff matchups since the 2007-08 
season, and the net-goal differentials (per 60 minutes; our measurement 
of relative team quality) separating the two teams. The Islanders and 
Lightning are not separated by much, some of that obviously stemming 
from Tampa Bay playing the regular season without key personnel. 

As for the Canadiens, they are certain to be fighting an uphill battle 
regardless of which team they play: 

If you are Montreal, what you are trying to gauge is the feasibility of an 
upset this late in the postseason. 

Consider an example from the 2008-09 season, where the Detroit Red 
Wings and Chicago Blackhawks – who both finished inside of the top-
four in goal differential – squared off in the Western Conference final. 
The teams were impossible to separate in terms of talent; not dissimilar 
to what we are seeing in the second round between Colorado and 
Vegas. 

Detroit ended up winning the series in five games, but neither Chicago, 
Detroit, nor any of the other favourites ended up winning the Stanley 
Cup. Detroit advanced out of the Western Conference final in five games, 
but lost the Stanley Cup to an upstart Pittsburgh Penguins team headed 
by Sidney Crosby. 

There is some precedent for upsets at this stage of the postseason. The 
2017-18 Washington Capitals, en route to their first Stanley Cup in the 
Alex Ovechkin era, had to get through a considerably better Tampa Bay 
Lightning team in the third round. The two teams were separated by 38 
goals over the course of the regular season, yet it was the Capitals 
advancing in seven games. 

And one series that wasn’t an upset, but was ultimately decided by a 
single goal in a Game 7, was the 2017 third-round series between the 
Pittsburgh Penguins and Ottawa Senators. Those Senators may have 
been the last bona fide Cinderella team, outscored by five goals in the 
regular season prior to their wild playoff turnaround. 

As for the Lightning and Islanders, it’s not lost on me that these two 
teams met one season ago in what was at that point in time the most 
one-sided matchup by net goal differential. The Islanders put up an 
impressive fight, but dropped the series in six games. 

This year, we saw compression between the two teams – the Islanders 
improving by 28 goals this season, the Lightning declining by 14. The 
absence of a player the calibre of Kucherov would explain Tampa Bay’s 
slip, but the Islanders are a definitively better team and should pose a 
real challenge. 

Long story short? The Canadiens and Islanders are going to be fighting 
considerable uphill battles, but there aren’t many examples of teams 
fluking their way into the final four either. Montreal and New York are 
here because they have earned it, and both have defeated a perceived 
superior opponent once already. 

Now, they are going to get their biggest tests yet. 
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TSN.CA / Power on magical Worlds run, potential of going first in NHL 
Draft 

Michigan Wolverines defenceman reflects on a memorable gold-medal 
win with Team Canada at the world championship and discusses the 
possibility of being selected by the Buffalo Sabres. 

 

By Mark Masters 
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Owen Power is confident he can make a smooth transition to the 
National Hockey League.  

"I think if I was to sign and play in the NHL, I would have a pretty good 
adjustment to it and make an impact right away," the Michigan 
Wolverines defenceman said. "But I don't know if it's necessarily the best 
decision." 

Power, who produced three goals and 16 points in 26 games as an 
NCAA freshman, isn't sure when he'll be turning pro. After a strange 
pandemic year, Power is interested in getting the full school experience.  

"I don't think there's really a bad option," he said of the 2021-22 season. 
"It's just where me and the people around me think is better."  

When he gets to the NHL, Power's destination seems likely to be Buffalo. 
The Sabres own the top pick in July's draft and Power is the top-ranked 
North American skater on NHL Central Scouting's final list. TSN director 
of scouting Craig Button had Power at No. 1 in his mock draft after 
Buffalo won lottery.  

"It'd be pretty special," Power said when asked about potentially being 
the top pick. "It's something every kid grows up dreaming about. Just to 
be in the conversation for that is pretty special. At the end of the day, it's 
out of my control, so can't look too much into it." 

    MICHIGAN MOCK: ICYMI, @CraigJButton has Owen Power to 
Sabres; Matty Beniers to Seattle and Kent Johnson with the #Canucks in 
his post-lottery Mock Draft - https://t.co/7cOwKwooLQ#TSNHockey 
pic.twitter.com/zXEvjSN6qr 

    — TSN Hockey (@TSNHockey) June 3, 2021 

That said, the Mississauga, Ont. native made it clear he would welcome 
the chance to join the Sabres.  

"It'd be awesome," he said. "It's nice and close to home, so lots of family 
would be able to come down ... I would go to games when I was younger 
and watch the Leafs versus Sabres down in Buffalo. Obviously, it's two 
big fan bases and a pretty good rivalry."  

Power solidified his spot atop the draft rankings at the recent IIHF World 
Championship, averaging more than 20 minutes of ice time per game 
while helping Team Canada win an unlikely gold medal. Power spoke to 
TSN about his experience in Latvia and also revealed what he'll be 
working on this summer. 

The following is an edited transcript of the interview.  

What will you remember most about your world championship 
experience?  

"Being around all the pro guys and learning from them and then bringing 
home the gold medal, especially after the slow start we had. Just seeing 
the way that we started [with three straight losses] and the way that we 
ended was pretty special."  

The last day of the group stage, Team Canada needed the Germany-
Latvia game to end in regulation in order to advance. Were you keeping 
an eye on that game? 

"We had it on in the players' lounge and everyone was watching. We 
knew what had to happen and luckily it happened, so everyone was 
pretty pumped." 

What's one thing you learned from a teammate or coach or management 
member that stands out? 

"Going in they had all said, 'Just play and don't be afraid to make 
mistakes.' That's something that I did and it benefitted me all throughout 
the tournament."  

What allowed you to go from a limited role at the start of the tournament 
to big minutes by the biggest games? 

"When I was playing limited minutes, I had good, solid shifts and gained 
the trust of the coaches. Playing good hockey in the opportunities I got 

helped me and then, obviously, unfortunately we had an injury [to Colin 
Miller] that also freed up some space for me to play a little bit more."    

Was there a game or moment when you were like, 'Okay, I got this. I 
belong here at this level'? 

"I wouldn't say there was a certain moment. The first couple practices I 
felt comfortable right away, so I was confident in myself going into those 
games and when I got my opportunity I ran with it."   

Who was the toughest player you faced?   

"Probably [Vladimir] Tarasenko from Russia. Obviously, he's a real good 
NHLer and I thought he was pretty tough to play against with how strong 
he is and how dangerous he was."  

What was your mindset when you had to be out there with him?  

"I don't think I had that much of a different mindset. Like I said before, 
you can't play scared. You got to go out there and play and keep a tight 
gap. If you give those players a lot of space they're just going to take 
advantage of it, so try and keep a tight gap and give him no space to 
make plays."  

Power: 'It's awesome. Words can't even describe it' 

The youngest member of Team Canada, Owen Power, joins Lindsay 
Hamilton to discuss his experience playing for Canada at the World 
Hockey Championship and the confidence he gained from playing a key 
role in the tournament. 

So, you go from Michigan freshman to world champion, in which ways 
have you grown this season? 

"Just all around as a defenceman I've gotten a lot better. I think 
offensively I've gotten a lot better. There's a lot of areas of my game that 
really improved when I was at Michigan and continued to improve when I 
went to the Worlds."  

How much potential do you see in the offensive side of your game?  

"I see a lot. It's nowhere near where I think it can get. It's just going to 
continue to get better and that's something I focus on working on in the 
summer. I think there's tons of room for improvement."  

How do you work on that?  

"Well, a lot of it is watching video. And then, on the ice, you work on stuff 
– whether it’s skating or shooting. So, just working on those two things 
and different patterns and maybe different releases with shooting. 
There's lots of ways to work on it and it should be fun to start working on 
it."  

Is there someone, in particular, you enjoy watching? 

"Pretty much any of the top D in the NHL. Whenever they're playing I'll 
kind of choose the game to turn on and try and focus on them. 
Offensively, someone I really like is [Roman] Josi and Quinn Hughes, 
obviously, and [Cale] Makar. Any of the top D, really, I'll watch to try and 
pick stuff from their game and put into mine."  

What was it like going through a season with two other guys at Michigan 
– Matthews Beniers and Kent Johnson – who are also top prospects?  

"All three of us benefitted from it by just being able to push each other 
and also give each other heads up when there's different teams we met 
with or whatever. So, just having those guys go through it with me was 
pretty special and probably made it a little bit easier on all of us."  

For the team that picks Beniers, what kind of player and person are they 
getting?  

"A two-way guy who's got a motor and is always going. He's really good 
defensively and also really good offensively. And, as a person, he's a 
really good guy and a great teammate. He's someone that everyone 
loves and a good all-around person."  
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And what about Johnson?  

"As a player, someone who's so gifted offensively and so skilled. He's 
someone that the fans will find fun to watch. He's real creative. And, as a 
person, I think same thing as Matty, just a real good kid and teammate. 
Both guys are all-around good people." 

As someone who's studying sports management at Michigan, what 
stands out about your interviews and interactions with NHL teams so far?  

"Just how similar a lot of them are. That was pretty interesting. They all 
ask pretty similar questions to figure out the same stuff."  

What's the most common question?  

"You have the typical ones about what you need to improve on and what 
you think you're good at. I think every team asks that." 

And what do you say? What's your strength?  

"I just say, 'I'm a two-way defenceman who is good in all areas of the ice 
and can play in every situation.' So, that's my go-to and what I say every 
time, pretty much." 
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