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How Alex Nedeljkovic went from being placed on waivers to being the Canes’ No. 1 goalie  

By Chip Alexander  

A year ago, Alex Nedeljkovic went back to Parma, Ohio, for a 
hockey offseason shrouded in uncertainty. 

When would the NHL’s 2020-21 season begin? How many 
games would be played during the pandemic? How safe 
would it be? 

The Carolina Hurricanes then re-signed goalie Petr Mrazek 
in free agency. James Reimer was returning. Where did that 
leave Nedeljkovic? 

This year, Nedeljkovic returns to Parma with his head a little 
higher following a season that could be called a dream come 
true. He ended it as the Canes’ No. 1 goalie — and he plans 
to be No. 1 when the 2021-22 season begins. 

“I feel like I maybe opened some eyes around the league, or 
whoever was in doubt, about if I could do it or not,” 
Nedeljkovic said Thursday in a media interview. 

Nedeljkovic did that. He is a finalist for the 2021 Calder 
Trophy, the award given to the NHL’s rookie of the year. He’s 
not favored to win it — Minnesota forward Karill Kaprizov 
seems like a lock — but the fact he was one of three finalists 
underscores all that he accomplished this season with the 
Canes.  

“He’s been in the organization for a few years so he wasn’t a 
total new guy coming up,” defenseman Brett Pesce said 
Thursday. “But it was remarkable what that guy did. He’s so 
calm, confident in his abilities and nothing really seemed to 
rattle him, which is obviously what you need in a goaltender.  

“It was amazing to see. He got that much better as the year 
went on. I’m just excited for him and obviously for the team 
to see if he can take another step to help us out back there.” 

Getting the job done 

Nedeljkovic, 25, wants to take that next step. He seemingly 
played this season with a chip on his shoulder, out to prove 
he belonged in the NHL and could do the job. Now he wants 
the No. 1 job, regardless of any offseason moves the Canes 
might make. 

Nedeljkovic signed a two-year contract with Carolina in June 
2019 that was a two-way deal in the first year and one-way in 
the second, in the 2020-21 season. His one-way deal was 
worth $750,000. 

It turned out to be a bargain after Mrazek injured his thumb 
early in the season, needing surgery. The Canes placed 
Nedeljkovic on NHL waivers — he went unclaimed — in 
order to be placed on the team’s taxi squad. Called up, he 
played 23 games, going 15-5-3 with a 1.90 goals-against 
average and a .932 save percentage, with three shutouts, as 
the Canes won the Central Division. 

That’s called getting it done. 

“I never doubted myself at any point, that I could do it,” 
Nedeljkovic said. “I always believed I could do it. I just 
needed that opportunity to really show that I could and to 
kind of have that, not trust but to be given the opportunity to 
get a few games and run with it no matter what happened. 

“The first few games, it was a bit of a roller coaster, up and 
down. I was able to play a few more after that, settled in, got 
comfortable, figured it out. Things kind of took off from there.” 

What’s next in his progression as an NHL goalie? 

“I’ve always believed that I could do it and this year I think 
just reinforces that fact,” Nedeljkovic said. “Now it is not 
about just playing here and making a career out of being an 
NHL goalie. It’s trying to dominate and trying to be the best 
goalie that you can be and be the best goalie in the league.  

“That’s my goal. That’s what I want to be. That’s who I want 
to become. I want to win Stanley Cups. That’s what 
everybody wants to do. You grow up dreaming about winning 
the Stanley Cup. That’s what I want to do.” 

Nedeljkovic doesn’t shy away from the word “dominate.” 
That’s what he wants to do in net. In the playoff series 
against Tampa Bay, he looked down the ice to the Lightning 
net and saw Andrei Vasilevskiy, the best goalie in the 
league, a guy who often dominates. 

Nedeljkovic wants to achieve that kind of stature. He freely 
says he shouldn’t have allowed soft goals in each of the first 
two games of the second-round playoff series. He said 
Vasielsvkiy, who shut out the Canes 2-0 Tuesday in Game 5 
to clinch the series, refuses to give up goals in such spots.  

Moving forward 

Nedelkovic, called “Ned” by teammates and friends, said he 
has not always been the outwardly cool and calm goalie that 
Pesce mentioned, saying he was “something of a hothead” in 
junior hockey. But he’s grown up. He’s matured, physically 
but also emotionally. 

“He’s not cocky or arrogant,” Canes defenseman Brady Skjei 
said during the playoffs. “He just carries himself with that 
confidence you need as a goalie.” 

Nedeljkovic’s plans for the next few months are simple: go 
home, be with his fiancee, relax, play with their dog. Hit the 
gym, work on his game, hone his technique. 

And, get a new contract.  

As a restricted free agent eligible for arbitration, Nedeljkovic 
will get a nice bump in salary. But how much? And for how 
long? It’s part of the Canes’ offseason salary cap puzzle. 
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“You’re proud of that kid,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said this week. “He has been with us a long time, paid his 

dues and put in the time. It’s nice to see that pay off for him. 
Hopefully he’ll be a big part of us moving forward.”

 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour is a finalist for the NHL’s top coaching award  

By Chip Alexander  

In his third year as an NHL head coach, the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ Rod Brind’Amour is a finalist for the Jack Adams 
Award as coach of the year. 

Brind’Amour was named a finalist Friday with Joel 
Quenneville of the Florida Panthers and Dean Evason of the 
Minnesota Wild. The winner will be announced Thursday, 
June 17. 

Brind’Amour, the captain of Carolina’s 2006 Stanley Cup 
champions, has taken the Canes to the Stanley Cup playoffs 
in each of his three seasons as head coach. The Canes 
reached the Eastern Conference finals in 2019 — Carolina’s 
first playoff appearance since 2009 — and were beaten this 
season in the second round by the Tampa Bay Lightning, the 
2020 Cup champion. 

“He’s a great coach,” Canes captain Jordan Staal said 
Friday. “He’s got it figured out. He knows how to push the 
buttons and get the best out of everyone. He’s a guy I look 
up to in all aspects of life. The way he carries himself, what 
he does day to day, the way he treats people.” 

The Canes won the Central Division with a 36-12-8 record 
despite having goalie Petr Mrazek and forward Teuvo 
Teravainen miss much of the season. The Canes finished 
ahead of Florida and Tampa Bay, and defeated the Nashville 
Predators in the opening round of the playoffs.  

Brind’Amour’s nomination comes as he attempts to finalize a 
new contract extension with the Hurricanes.  

“You look at where we were when he took over and where 
we are now, all across the board, top to bottom, in the locker 
room, on the ice, in the organization, it’s a night-and-day 
difference.,” defenseman Jaccob Slavin said Friday. “He has 
a huge role. He’s awesome. As a coach, he’s awesome. As 
a person, he’s awesome.” 

Peter Laviolette was the team’s most recent Jack Adams 
finalist in 2005-06. Laviolette lost out that year to the Sabres’ 
Lindy Ruff. 

The Jack Adams Award is presented by the National Hockey 
League Broadcasters Association.  

“I can’t get over how good of a bench coach he has 
become,” Hurricanes analyst and broadcaster Tripp Tracy 
said in a recent interview. “What he does now, whether it’s 
who’s ‘going’ on a particular night and adjustments he 
makes, and putting combinations together with line pairs and 
D pairs and projecting what he’s going to do two or three 
shifts into the future to have an advantage at that time, I can’t 
get over how good of a bench coach he has become.” 

Tracy said Hall of Fame coach Scotty Bowman has said the 
same in praising Brind’Amour’s development as coach, 
noting Bowman was the “greatest bench coach of all time.” 

The Canes also have finalists for two other NHL awards: the 
Lady Byng Trophy (Slavin) and Calder Trophy (Alex 
Nedeljkovic).
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The Hurricanes have signed a free agent defenseman to a two-way contract  

By Justin Pelletier  

The Carolina Hurricanes have already started to tinker with 
their roster this offseason, adding to the mix a veteran 
defender who’s most recently played in Europe. 

In a release Sunday afternoon, Canes GM Don Waddell 
announced the team has signed rangy defenseman Eric 
Gelinas to a one-year, two-way deal with $750,000 at the 
NHL level, and $100,000 at the AHL level. The contract 
includes $125,000 in guaranteed money. 

“Eric is a veteran defenseman with NHL experience,” 
Waddell said in a news release. “He had a strong season in 
a leadership role in Sweden last year, and adding him helps 
solidify our defensive depth.” 

Gelinas, 30, had 34 points, including 26 assists, in 46 games 
last season with Rögle BK of the Swedish Hockey League in 
2020-21, which was good for fourth among all SHL 
defenders. His plus-22 rating was second overall in the 
league. His past two years have also included a stop in the 
Russian-based KHL. 

Gelinas has 55 points in 189 career NHL games with New 
Jersey and Colorado from 2013-17, most recently playing for 
the Avalanche. He’s also played 236 AHL games. During his 
rookie season in the AHL in 2011-12, he led the league in 
goals by a defenseman with 16. 

A second-round pick in the 2009 NHL Draft by New Jersey, 
Gelinas skated for three teams in the Quebec Major Junior 
Hockey League before turning pro, scoring 133 points in 244 
games. In his final junior stop in Saint John, New Brunswick, 
Gelinas helped the Sea Dogs capture the league title and the 
Memorial Cup. 

The Canes, meanwhile, were thin on defense during the 
playoffs this past season after suffering a few key injuries. 
Jaccod Slavin was the team’s biggest absence, and at times 
the Canes used Maxime Lajoie and Jake Gardner to spell 
Slavin. 

There is also uncertainty surrounding the Canes’ blue line 
moving forward. Offensive defenseman Dougie Hamilton is a 
pending unrestricted free agent, as is Jani Hakanpaa, whom 
the Hurricanes acquired midseason from the Ducks. Jake 
Bean is hitting his restricted free agency offseason, as is 
Lajoie. Both of those defenders make less than $1 million.  

Slavin, Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce are the team’s 
cornerstone defenders of the near future, each locked up 
through 2023-24. Gardner is under contract for two more 
years at a hefty $4.05 million, and could be a candidate for a 
trade or a buyout this offseason after being used sparingly in 
2020-21.
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Hurricanes exit interviews: Sebastian Aho’s leadership, Alex Nedeljkovic’s honesty, futures 
in question 

By Sara Civian 

Three days after being eliminated from the 2020-21 playoffs 
in the second round, a few Hurricanes with big decisions to 
make spoke to the media. Here are the highlights of those 
conversations. 

Sebastian Aho’s leadership 

A few days of settling dust later, Aho followed up his 
emotional postgame presser with the same undertones of 
leadership. 

“Every year, you want to get better in many ways and be a 
leader of the time, and take steps forward to help the team 
win more,” he said. “I think it’s more natural as years go by 
and you get more experience. You earn that trust from your 
teammates and the coaching staff. I’d say it’s more of a 
natural thing than anyone saying you have to do this or this.” 

There are many questions the Hurricanes must answer this 
offseason, but the dedication and evolution of their star isn’t 
one of them. 

“I just try to be myself. It’s not like I think ‘now I have to lead,’ 
or anything like that,” he said. “I just want to be the guy who 
leads by example and everyone can watch and kind of 
follow. Obviously, you have to earn trust from your 
teammates and stuff like that, so I just try to be myself every 
day and work as hard as I can and be as good of a player as 
I can. I think that’s going to be my way to lead.” 

Jordan Martinook’s uncertain future 

On paper, Martinook might be an unrestricted free agent you 
thank for the grit and good times, then you free him to 
outsource a higher paycheck than you can afford. And let’s 
be clear — the Canes really can’t afford to keep all the 
beloved members of the bottom six as it stands without 
sacrificing the on-ice product. 

This leaves the fate of several fan favorites (Martinook, 
Brock McGinn, Cedric Paquette all UFAs) in question — 
would any of them consider pay cuts to stay? You can’t 
blame them if they don’t, and as Martinook walked into his 
exit interview with a hospital sticker still on after welcoming 
his daughter into the world, of course providing for his family 
comes before anything. 

“Listen, I came here three years ago and I felt like I was part 
of the culture change a little bit. I can put a feather in my cap 
in that,” he said.” I feel like there’s a group of us that have 
been here three years that have been the driving force of 
trying to turn this thing around. I feel like we have. Willy 
(Justin Williams) always used the term, ‘relevant’ and I think 
we are definitely there. Obviously, I want to see it through. I 
think we’re right there. We’re so close. If I were to go 
somewhere else, it’d be tough to see if they were to win here 

because I feel like I was a big part of it. At the end of the day, 
it’s a business and I want to stay here, but I have a family. I 
just had a baby girl. I have to look out for myself and my 
family, but at the end of the day I want to be a Hurricane and 
hopefully, we can make that happen.” 

His words reminded us why he’s the alternate captain of this 
team, and maybe — just maybe — he and the Canes will be 
able to find some middle ground. 

“I’m gonna get emotional I feel like,” he said when asked 
what being a Cane has meant to him. “I’ve had both of my 
kids here now which is so huge. That’s a monumental life 
event. That’s something where I’ll always hold Raleigh dear 
to me. Just the fans… I can go on for days and days about 
them. But the first year tailgating. My dad going out there 
with my family. They welcomed us with open arms and my 
dad loved it and I feel like he was the first star at a few of 
those tailgates. Just how involved the fan base is here. It’s 
incredible. I feel like I’m somebody that really energizes off 
the fans and I take a lot of pride in being able to interact and 
do my thing with them. And I’ll just touch on the thing with 
Emma. All the people that have donated to that and how they 
brought her story to light. It’s been incredible. I just want to 
say thank you to all the Caniacs and everybody out there 
that has supported me since me and Emma got in our little 
fanfare and have supported Emma and brought her story to 
life. I think I can go on for a lot more, but from the bottom of 
my heart, thank you Caniacs. Love you guys.” 

Dougie Hamilton and Jaccob Slavin 

Jaccob Slavin’s comment about pending unrestricted free 
agent Dougie Hamilton was a little unexpectedly bold, to be 
honest, and it said more than Hamilton probably could about 
his looming negotiations. 

“He’s been a huge part of this team and a huge part of our 
success. I want him back,” he said. “I enjoy playing with him 
and I think we work well together. This is the tough part 
about hockey — the business side of things. You get guys in 
the locker room that you like and like playing with, and 
sometimes it works for them to come back and sometimes it 
doesn’t, so hopefully, it can be worked out because he 
makes our team better. I want him back.” 

“I think everyone knows that I really enjoy it here,” Hamilton 
said. “I got some really good friends and met some really 
good people in the room and away from the room. Lot of 
friends that I’ll have and the staff and everyone in the 
organization is great. I have nothing bad to say about my 
experience here and in being a Carolina Hurricane. I really 
enjoyed it. Hopefully, we can keep going.” 

Alex Nedeljkovic can be the guy 

From the moment he came onto the scene, Nedeljkovic has 
been an absolute pleasure to interview. He puts so much 
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thought and genuine honesty into what he says. And if he’s 
going to be the Hurricanes’ guy going forward in goal — 
which I think he is — his comments taking ownership of his 
mistakes show a lot of maturity. 

“Maybe the thing that kind of hits you the hardest is that 
everything, every moment is that much bigger,” he said of 
being a rookie starting goalie in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 
“Obviously you’ve got 20,000 people watching you, you’ve 
got national television watching you. Every mistake you 
make is magnified. Not even from a camera and publicity 
perspective, but even just in-game. 

“It’s so hard to score goals at this level. Goalies are so good 
right now. The systems that teams play are so good, and all 
four lines can play in every zone. You can’t afford to make 
one mistake in a game. A single mistake in a game is going 

to cost you. I think I couldn’t find a better example than 
Game 1 against Tampa. I don’t want to drag on too much 
about it, but that’s a goal that can’t go in. That right there is 
just a perfect example. You can’t give good teams an inch.” 

Consider the lesson learned for a brighter future. His 
upcoming RFA negotiations should be interesting. 

“There’s always that little bit of uncertainty when you don’t 
have a deal. It’s a little different as an RFA since there’s one 
team to focus on,” he said. “I’m excited. I’ve loved living in 
North Carolina. The time I had in Charlotte (in the AHL) was 
great. It was an awesome city. Being able to spend time in 
Raleigh this year was great, learning more about the city and 
area. Living here and meeting the people. These are some 
great fans.”

 

Hurricanes protected list: Who stays and who goes in the Kraken expansion draft? 

By Sara Civian 

The Carolina Hurricanes bowed out of the playoffs less than 
a week ago, and GM Don Waddell has until only July 17 to 
submit his list of protected players before the July 21 
expansion draft. 

It’s tough to project this before key unrestricted free agents 
— Dougie Hamilton, Jordan Martinook, Brock McGinn 
among them — are signed. But we’re basically at the one-
month mark until Waddell has to submit his list. I am just 
speculating, but I don’t see Hamilton’s deal getting done in 
that time. I don’t know if the Canes will manage to sign both 
Martinook and McGinn in their budget, but let’s say they sign 
one before the expansion draft. In that event, they protect 
that guy over Morgan Geekie in the projection below. Done. 

With the season ending and players showing us all they 
could, let’s update the Hurricanes’ projected list of protected 
players: 

Protected forwards 

Jordan Staal (no-movement clause): Even if the Canes could 
persuade Staal to waive his no-move clause, that would be a 
silly slap in the face to the captain. He’s adored around the 
team for his ability to lead by example, and he had a hand in 
at least 70 percent of the Hurricanes’ big plays this 
postseason. Staal is the perfect guy to keep around as the 
rest of the young core develops into leaders. He also had 16 
goals and 38 points in 53 games — one of his strongest 
regular-season stat lines in recent memory. 

Sebastian Aho: The Canes didn’t give him up to Montreal. 
They’re not going to give him up to Seattle. 

Teuvo Teravainen: Aho if Teravainen goes to Seattle: 

Andrei Svechnikov: “I would love to stay here forever,” 
Svechnikov said three days ago. 

Vincent Trocheck: I don’t know if the Canes or any of you 
expected Trocheck to be on this list when they first traded for 
him, but he’s played his way into the hearts of everybody for 
good reason. At times during the regular season, he was the 
Canes’ leading goal scorer, and he got them through tough 
stretches and provided the long-elusive secondary scoring. 

He and coach Rod Brind’Amour have huge respect for each 
other, and that was on display when Trocheck played 
through a sprained medial collateral ligament in Game 5 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Trocheck doesn’t need surgery, only a few weeks of 
recovery. Losing him to Seattle would be a huge setback 
when the Hurricanes’ biggest issue of the second round was 
scoring goals. 

Nino Niederreiter: Speaking of the biggest issue of the 
second round … Trocheck and Niederreiter’s injuries really 
elucidated how important they’ve been for the emerging X-
factor of this team. Niederreiter has been admittedly streaky 
throughout his career, and he’s taking up a considerable 
amount of cap space with his $5.25 million average annual 
value, but his 20 goals in 56 games are worth the money, 
and his injury was a one-off. 

I’d also argue that Niederreiter is a sneaky great, defensively 
sound forward. And as the second round exposed, you can’t 
replace his net-front presence. I’d understand exposing him 
only if there was some sort of replacement plan with the cap 
space the Canes would get, but when he’s hot, you’d be 
hard-pressed to find anyone with his particular set of skills. 

Morgan Geekie: Obviously, this is the most 
controversial/fringe pick of them all, and I don’t know if he 
would’ve been my pick before the playoffs. But seeing the 
Lightning’s third and fourth lines show up the way they did in 
the playoffs while making less money than the Hurricanes’ 
bottom six has my wheels spinning. Say what you will about 
the Lightning and their cap situation, but if you look at the 
prices of their bottom six and what those players are able to 
do, you reconsider a few things. 

As much as protecting Geekie and exposing Jesper Fast is 
about money (Geekie is a restricted free agent, but Fast is 
signed through 2023 at a $2 million AAV), there’s more. 

Per expansion draft rules, you have to expose at least two 
forwards and one defenseman who are under contract for 
2021-22 and played in at least 27 NHL games in the most 
recent season or a combined 54 in the most recent two 
seasons. Fast fills that requirement and would take $2 million 
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off the cap hit if he were selected. Geekie does not fill that 
requirement. 

You know who else meets that requirement? Steven Lorentz, 
who played 45 games in 2020-21. So that eliminates the 
otherwise difficult decision of whether to protect Geekie or 
Lorentz. 

Protected defensemen 

Jaccob Slavin: Is there anyone in the entire National Hockey 
League with a better value-to-contract ratio? One of the best 
defensemen in the league for $5.3 million AAV until 2026? 
Slavin is one of the most loyal people around and has settled 
down in Raleigh with his wife and daughter. Fire anyone who 
even thinks about exposing Slavin. 

Brett Pesce: Another great contract at $4.025 million AAV 
through 2024, Pesce took a huge step during these playoffs 
in leadership and versatility. Pesce is a favorite in the locker 
room, and in an offseason full of tough decisions, you want 
to keep that spirit as much as you can. Another no-brainer. 

Brady Skjei (?): I liked what I saw from Skjei as the season 
went on, and especially in the playoffs. I said no UFAs would 
be included in this list because no UFAs have been signed 

yet, but in my eyes, if you’re seriously planning to re-sign 
Hamilton, you expose Skjei and his $5.25 million cap hit. Re-
signing Hamilton and letting Jake Bean further develop 
makes sense in that context. But it’s tough to imagine this 
blue line without Dougie and Skjei next season, unless, 
again, there’s an adequate backup plan. 

Protected goalie 

Alex Nedeljkovic: Nedeljkovic was once a placeholder in 
these projections, because he was the only NHL-caliber 
goalie not becoming an unrestricted free agent in 2021, and 
hey, maybe he’ll do something cool. 

Folks, he did something cool. 

“There’s always that little bit of uncertainty when you don’t 
have a deal. It’s a little different as an RFA since there’s one 
team to focus on,” he said. “I’m excited. I’ve loved living in 
North Carolina. The time I had in Charlotte (in the AHL) was 
great. It was an awesome city. Being able to spend time in 
Raleigh this year was great, learning more about the city and 
area. Living here and meeting the people. These are some 
great fans.” 

Jeremy Helvig is eligible for exposure.
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Martinook Wants to 'See it Through' With Canes 

Martinook: 'The fans, I could go on for days and days about 
them' 

By Michael Smith 

Jordan Martinook still had a hospital visitor tag on his shirt 
and a matching band on his left wrist when he sat down for 
his virtual end-of-season interview. 

His wife, Courtney, gave birth to their second child, a 
daughter, not too long after the season ended this week. 
Their son, Chase, was born in Raleigh in late January of 
2019. 

"I've had both my kids here now," he said. "That's a 
monumental life event. That's something that will always hold 
Raleigh dear to me." 

The same week that his son was born, Martinook inked a 
two-year, $4 million extension with the Carolina Hurricanes. 
Now, the 28-year-old forward is approaching unrestricted 
free agency and an uncertain future in Raleigh, one of a few 
crucial question marks facing the Canes in what could be a 
pivotal offseason. 

"I came here three years ago and felt like I was part of the 
culture change a little bit. I can put a little feather in my cap 
for that. I feel like there's a group of us who have been here 
for three years and been the driving force of trying to turn this 
thing around. I feel like we have," he said. "Willy always used 
the term 'relevant,' and I think we're there. I want to see it 
through. I think we're right there. We're so close. If I were to 
go somewhere else, it'd be tough to see if they were to win 
here because I feel like I was a big part of it." 

In 171 career games with the Canes, Martinook has totaled 
21 goals and 30 assists (51 points). He put up career 
numbers in 2018-19, setting a career high in goals (15) and 
equaling a career high in points (25). He's chipped in another 
10 points (2g, 8a) in 29 playoff games over the last three 
seasons, as well. 

Bringing the energy both on and off the ice - and certainly in 
the hallway before heading out for warm-ups - Martinook 
quickly endeared himself as a fan-favorite in Raleigh. 

"The fans, I could go on for days and days about them," he 
said. "Just how involved the fan base here is incredible. I feel 
like I'm somebody who really energizes with the fans, and I 
take a lot of pride being able to interact and do my thing with 
them." 

It wasn't just Jordan, either. His dad, "Sparky Marky" Mark, 
was also a hit. 

"They welcomed us with open arms. My dad loved it. I feel 
like he was the first star at a few of those tailgates," 
Martinook laughed. "Riding the bull and slapping that pig's 
butt. He was doing everything." 

And then, of course, there's Emma Izzo, a heart-warming 
story of a friendship between an affable hockey player and a 
young fan with Down syndrome that has blossomed over the 
last two years. Fans have since raised thousands of dollars 
for season tickets for Emma and her family next season, a 
fundraising effort that has been so successful that it will likely 
also benefit other families with special needs children. 

"All the people who have donated to that and how they 
brought her story to light, it's been incredible," Martinook 
said. "From the bottom of my heart, thank you, Caniacs. I 
love you guys." 

In many ways, Martinook, who has served as an alternate 
captain since 2019, serves as a direct connection between 
the Canes and the fanbase. His personality and joie de vivre 
energize the fans, whose raucous noise and passionate 
support in turn galvanize Martinook. 

It's a symbiotic relationship that sprouted from the very 
beginning and has only flourished since, but tough decisions 
mark the road ahead for both Martinook and the Canes as 
free agency looms. 

"At the end of the day, it's obviously a business," he said. "I 
want to stay here, but I have a family. I just had a baby girl, 
so I have to look out for myself and my family. I want to be a 
Hurricane, so hopefully we can make that happen."
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Rod Brind’Amour named Jack Adams Finalist 

The Hurricanes’ bench boss is one of the top three 
candidates to be the NHL’s coach of the year. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

In his three years as the Hurricanes’ head coach, Rod 
Brind’Amour has been instrumental in transforming the team 
from a perennial afterthought to true contender. This season, 
he’ll have a chance to take home some hardware to honor 
his efforts.  

The NHL announced the Friday that Brind’Amour, Joel 
Quenneville of the Florida Panthers and Dean Evason of the 
Minnesota Wild are the three finalists for the Jack Adams 
Award, given annually to the NHL’s coach of the year.  

This season, Brind’Amour led the Hurricanes to their first 
division title since 2005-06, and clearly has captured the 
respect of his players in his time as the team’s head coach.  

“First of all, a great coach,” said Canes captain Jordan Staal. 
“He’s got it figured out. He knows how to push buttons, he 
knows how to get the best out of everyone. He knows how to 
relay a good message of how to play. And then just in 
general, as a person, he’s a guy I look up to in all aspects of 
life, the way he carries himself and what he does day to day. 
The way he treats people. He’s just a good dude. He’s a 
huge, if not one of the main reasons why we are where we 
are as a group.” 

Brind’Amour is the team’s first Jack Adams finalist since 
Peter Laviolette in 2005-06 (Brind’Amour captained that 
team). He’s also the team’s third award finalist of this 
season, as Alex Nedeljkovic is up for the Calder, while 
Jaccob Slavin is a top-three candidate for the Lady Byng.  

The official release from the team on Brind’Amour follows:  

BRIND’AMOUR NAMED JACK ADAMS AWARD FINALIST 

Led the Hurricanes to their first division title since 2005-06 

RALEIGH, NC – The National Hockey League today 
announced that Carolina Hurricanes Head Coach Rod 
Brind’Amour has been selected as one of the three finalists 
for the 2020-21 Jack Adams Award as the NHL’s coach of 
the year. The other finalists for the Jack Adams Award are 
Minnesota Wild Head Coach Dean Evason and Florida 
Panthers Head Coach Joel Quenneville. The winner will be 
announced during the Stanley Cup Semifinals or Stanley 
Cup Final, with date and time to be determined. 

Brind’Amour, 50, was named Hurricanes head coach on May 
8, 2018, and in his first three seasons behind the bench, he 
has led the team to a 120-66-20 record. His .631 points 

percentage is the highest by a head coach in franchise 
history. Brind’Amour is the only head coach in franchise 
history to lead the team to three consecutive playoff berths, 
and the Hurricanes have won a postseason series in each of 
those seasons. Carolina ranked third in the NHL with a 36-
12-8 record in 2020-21, marking the highest single season 
points percentage in franchise history (.714). The Hurricanes 
also won the Central Division for their fifth division title in 
franchise history and the first since 2005-06. They were the 
only NHL team to rank in the top three on both the power 
play (25.6%) and penalty kill (85.2%), marking the first time 
in franchise history that the team finished top-five in both 
categories. 

Brind’Amour recorded his 100th career NHL/Hurricanes win 
against Detroit on March 4, in just his 173rd game as a head 
coach, becoming the 12th-fastest coach in NHL history and 
the fastest in franchise history to reach the milestone. He 
earned a 5-6 record during the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs, 
and he now ranks second in franchise playoff history in both 
games coached (34) and wins (17). His .500 career 
postseason win percentage (17-17) is also tied for the 
second-highest in franchise history. Brind’Amour is the third 
Jack Adams Award finalist in franchise history, joining Jack 
Evans (1986-87) and Peter Laviolette (2005-06). Both Evans 
and Laviolette finished as the runner-up. 

As a player, Brind’Amour played 1,484 NHL games with St. 
Louis, Philadelphia and Carolina from 1989-2010 and 
officially retired on June 30, 2010. Drafted ninth overall by 
the Blues in the 1988 NHL Entry Draft, Brind’Amour 
completed his career ranked 16th in NHL history in games 
played, 44th in assists (732), 46th in points (1,184) and 54th 
in goals (452). He was named to the NHL’s All-Rookie Team 
in 1990 and played in the 1992 NHL All-Star Game. 
Brind’Amour won back-to-back Frank J. Selke trophies as 
the NHL’s top defensive forward in 2005-06 and 2006-07. 

Acquired by the Hurricanes from the Flyers on Jan. 23, 2000, 
Brind’Amour ranks second in career points since the 
franchise’s relocation to North Carolina, with 473 points 
(174g, 299a) in 694 games played. He also ranks second in 
assists, third in shorthanded goals (10), fourth in goals and 
third in power-play goals (60) in Hurricanes history. 
Brind’Amour ranks third in franchise history in assists, fourth 
in points and fifth in games played. Named Carolina’s 
captain prior to the 2005-06 season, Brind’Amour recorded 
70 points (31g, 39a) that season to lead the team to a 
franchise-record 52 regular-season wins. He also set the 
franchise record for goals in a single postseason with a 
league-leading 12 playoff goals in 2006 as he led the team to 
the first Stanley Cup in franchise history.
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They said it: Staal, Slavin on 2021 season 

The Hurricanes’ captain and top blueliner spoke to the media 
Friday. 

By Andrew Schnittker and Ryan Henkel 

In the Hurricanes’ 2021 season, there was a disappointing 
finish, but plenty of good to take away, including a division 
championship. Captain Jordan Staal and Jaccob Slavin, the 
team’s top blue liner, played a key role in that.  

Staal had arguably the best offensive season of his career, 
with 16 goals and 38 points in just 55 games, and was his 
usual reliable self as a two-way center and leader.  

Slavin continued to be a rock on the Hurricanes’ blue line, 
and was recently named a Lady Byng Trophy finalist, as he 
committed just one minor penalty all season, a delay-of-
game, puck-over-the-glass penalty. 

Staal and Slavin both spoke to the media as part of the 
team’s exit interviews Friday, here’s a full breakdown of 
everything they had to say:  

Jordan Staal 

On Rod Brind’Amour: First of all, a great coach. He’s got it 
figured out. He knows how to push buttons, he knows how to 
get the best out of everyone. He knows how to relay a good 
message of how to play. And then just in general, as a 
person, he’s a guy I look up to in all aspects of life, the way 
he carries himself and what he does day to day. The way he 
treats people. He’s just a good dude. He’s a huge, if not one 
of the main reasons why we are where we are as a group. 

On players possibly leaving and Brind’Amour’s contract 
situation: As of right now, from the stuff I’ve been hearing, 
we’re going to do everything we can to tie up all those things. 
As for some of the players, I love our group and we want 
everyone back. I understand it’s a business and all that stuff. 
No surprise that every year, you’re going to have a different 
group at some point. We’ve built an amazing group. I hope 
everyone that was in that room understands where we’re 
headed and what we want to accomplish here in the near 
future. We’ll keep building as a group and hopefully get 
everyone back.  

On what the offseason looks like for him and if he’ll cheer for 
Monreal and his brother: Go Habs. Obviously I want it to be 
us and it’s unfortunate that we’re not there, but Eric’s been 
through a lot this year. I’ve said it before, the guy is an 
absolute pro. He had no quit in his game this year. It was a 
long year for him. I’m really happy to see where he is right 
now. To have a chance is all you want, and he’s right in the 
mix. Go Habs.  

This summer is just looking like I’ll be able to go up to the 
lake this year for a bit, decompress and recharge, get some 
good workouts in. I’ll be in August for Kindergarten and 
grade one for my girls, and we’ll get back into it. 

On the frustration of losing to a team like Tampa Bay: When 
you’re in that room, you’ve got to beat the best to be the 
best, so it is what it is. I think we’ve built a team that’s 
competitive and a team that believes it can win. I understand 
that it doesn’t always work out. You want to win every year. 

We had a group that could pull it off. I think we can always 
get better, and I think we have to if we want to beat the best, 
a team like that that didn’t have a whole lot of holes and a 
group that was committed to playing the right way. You could 
tell we were just a little bit off. We have to find a way to use 
that frustration to bring that in the summer and really just 
push ourselves to get better. And we will. We’ve got a few 
things to shore up, I think with some of the little things that 
can get us better. We’re going to work on that and we’re 
going to come back next year with a little more bitter taste in 
our mouth that hopefully we can use. 

On the challenges of this COVID season: It’s not the ideal 
situation, but I think everyone in the whole world is obviously 
feeling the effects of the pandemic and we were no different. 
It was a different style of scheduling. I didn’t mind playing two 
games in a row. I thought that actually benefited us as 
players, not being as taxing for travel. So it made the 
schedule a little bit easier, obviously a little less travel for 
games, so that helped. But all the rules and all the stuff that 
came along with the COVID stuff wasn’t easy, wasn’t great, 
but it was part of it. It was just the way that was going this 
year with the stuff we had to do, and I thought for the most 
part the league and the players did a really good job of 
making sure everyone was safe as best we could, and we 
still put a product out there that was entertaining and fun to 
watch.  

On Andrei Svechnikov: I think he’s hard on himself in 
general. I think all great players are hard on themselves, and 
he is a great player. There’s no question about it. He 
completely changed the dynamic of our team as soon as he 
got here. Like I said, there’s reasons why we are where we 
are, and he’s one of them as well. Players who can change a 
game in an instant are players you want, and he can do that. 
So he’s only going to get better. He’s so young and so 
competitive. He wants to be the best and that’s what you 
want. He’s going to be just fine. You watch, he’s going to be 
an elite player very, very soon.  

On how he’ll remember the season and if he’d like to see a 
similar schedule layout next season: I don’t know if I’ll look 
back on the season fondly or anything like that in regards to 
COVID. I think everyone is excited that it’s hopefully behind 
us in that aspect of it. Missed the fans. It was hard to play 
without fans. I think it was nice to see them come back. Even 
for our division maybe earlier than most. It made the game a 
lot more fun. I won’t miss the no fans games and all the 
COVID stuff that came along with it. As for the scheduling, I 
think they should try. I think obviously when we go back to 
playing every team at least once, it’s probably going to be 
more difficult to do that. You’re only going to play your 
division teams a couple more times. Maybe you can sneak 
that in there a couple of times, but we’ll see how it goes. I’m 
not sure how they’re going to do scheduling anymore, but it’s 
fun to play every team. I do enjoy that. So it’ll probably be 
harder to do those back to backs than how we did it this 
year. 

On Alex Nedeljkovic: Ned was great. I think Roddy said it 
before, when great players have an opportunity in front of 
them, you’ve got to take advantage of it. And obviously he 
did. He’s got an aspect to his game, the way he plays the 
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puck, that really helps our D corps and the way we play as a 
group. Obviously he made some big saves and won games 
for us throughout the season, and played a great playoffs as 
well. So he’s a very good goaltender. Obviously he’s still very 
young in his career. He can only get better, I think. I think he 
learned a lot this year, the way he grew, kept playing and 
carrying himself. I think his confidence kept growing. You 
start getting him in some more seasons, I think he can 
elevate his game. So we’ll see where he can take this group. 

On what the Canes need to take the next step: I think we’re 
right there. We had a few injuries throughout the playoffs. I 
don’t think there’s really a whole lot of holes in our group. We 
ran into a very good team, but we have to be that team next 
time. I liked our group. I liked our chances. It didn’t quite 
work out, but I’m not going to go through the whole lineup 
and decide what we needed or not. I need to be better if we 
wanted to win, so there’s opportunities there that we can get 
better, and we’re going to, as players and as a group try to 
do that. Including myself, I’m going to come back even better 
next year, work hard in the summer and we’re going to find a 
way to get to the next level.  

Jaccob Slavin 

On his injury in the first round and if it will require surgery in 
the offseason: In the first round, it was definitely noticeable. 
In game one, I tweaked it a little bit and then I took some 
time off, but when I came back for games five and six, I felt a 
lot better. The time off was definitely put to good use. In the 
second round, I started feeling very normal, so I’m thankful 
for that. Now that we aren’t playing now, I’ll give it some time 
to rest and get back to 100% and ready to go. 

On if he’s already gotten his offseason training in mind: Not 
necessarily. It’s a different offseason than what we normally 
have, with shorter timeframes. I’m gonna be here in Raleigh 
for most of it with (Bill Burniston) and figure out our best plan 
of action. I’ll just try to build as much strength as I can. We 
played a lot of hockey in a short amount of time, so just try to 
regain all that muscle mass and try to strengthen some areas 
and work on some different things to not have that injury 
happen again. 

On Dougie Hamilton: He’s been a huge part of this team and 
a huge part of our success. I want him back. I enjoy playing 

with him and I think we work well together. This is the tough 
part about hockey - the business side of things. You get guys 
in the locker room that you like and like playing with, and 
sometimes it works for them to come back and sometimes it 
doesn’t, so hopefully, it can be worked out because he 
makes our team better. I want him back. 

On how the team adjusted to the COVID regulations and 
how it impacted the team: Guys are pretty adaptable. I think 
our team, our management, our leadership, did a good job to 
make sure guys felt included and were getting as much team 
bonding as allowed and making sure we were doing it 
properly. Making sure we still had the comradery in the room. 
We had a super tight-knit group in the locker room this year, 
so we did spend a whole lot of time together. It wasn’t 
necessarily the same on the road as in past years. We were 
at the rink pretty much every day. Guys hung out quite a bit 
at the rink and got that quality time in, so I wouldn’t say it 
was too much of a challenge this year. 

On if these painful playoff exits are just part of the process of 
becoming a champion: You hope that’s the case. It sucks 
any year to lose in the playoffs. The first year against Boston. 
Last year against Boston. This year against Tampa. It’s 
never fun, you don’t want to experience it, but all you can do 
is learn from it. That’s part of it. Losing is a part of hockey. 
You’re not going to go out there and win every series. Some 
series, you’re supposed to win and you don’t win. Some 
series, you’re supposed to lose and you end up winning. 
That’s just playoff hockey. 

On Rod Brind’Amour’s impact on this team: It’s huge. You 
look at where we were when he took over and where we are 
now and just all across the board, from top to bottom, in the 
locker room, on the ice, in the organization, it’s a night and 
day difference. He has a huge role, if not the most important 
role, to play in that. He’s awesome. As a coach, he’s 
awesome. As a person, he’s awesome. The respect he has 
for us as players, we truly appreciate that. And we want to go 
out there and play hard for a coach that respects you as a 
player and a person. Just his care for people - I know people 
talk about that a lot - his care for people. But it’s true, and 
we’re extremely thankful for that.
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They Said It: Jordan Martinook and Sebastian Aho on end of Hurricanes’ season 

Hurricanes alternate captain Jordan Martinook and 
Sebastian Aho spoke to the media in their exit press 
conferences on Friday. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes wrapped up their player exit media 
availabilities Friday morning, and it included talks with 
assistant captain Jordan Martinook, who is a pending 
unrestricted free agent, and Sebastian Aho. 

Martinook fielded questions about his UFA status, the 
uncertainty surrounding his future, and the impact that the 
Hurricanes’ fanbase has had on his life. Aho talked about the 
next steps for the team and what he needs to do to help get 
them to the next level. 

Here’s what they had to say: 

Jordan Martinook 

On contract negotiations: Obviously [the loss] is fresh and 
we’re just having meetings today. Listen, I came here three 
years ago and I felt like I was part of the culture change a 
little bit. I can put a feather in my cap in that. Feel like there’s 
a group of us that have been here three years that have 
been the driving force of trying to turn this thing around. I feel 
like we have. Willy always used the term, ‘Relevant’ and I 
think we are definitely there. Obviously, I want to see it 
through. I think we’re right there. We’re so close. If I were to 
go somewhere else, it’d be tough to see if they were to win 
here because I feel like I was a big part of it. At the end of 
the day, it’s a business and I want to stay here, but I have a 
family. I just had a baby girl. I have to look out for myself and 
my family, but at the end of the day I want to be a Hurricane 
and hopefully, we can make that happen. 

On what being a Cane has meant to him: I’m gonna get 
emotional I feel like. Well, I’ve had both of my kids here now 
which is so huge. That’s a monumental life event. That’s 
something where I’ll always hold Raleigh dear to me. Just 
the fans… I can go on for days and days about them. But the 
first year tailgating. My dad going out there with my family. 
They welcomed us with open arms and my dad loved it and I 
feel like he was the first star at a few of those tailgates. Just 
how involved the fanbase is here. It’s incredible. I feel like I’m 
somebody that really energizes off the fans and I take a lot of 
pride in being able to interact and do my thing with them. 
And I’ll just touch on the thing with Emma. All the people that 
have donated to that and how they brought her story to light. 
It’s been incredible. I just want to say thank you to all the 
Caniacs and everybody out there that has supported me 
since me and Emma got in our little fanfare and have 
supported Emma and brought her story to life. I think I can 
go on for a lot more, but from the bottom of my heart, thank 
you Caniacs. Love you guys. 

On what the team needs to get over the hump: It’s so close. 
It’s very, very close. Obviously, every team that makes it and 
gets eliminated says the same things, but we have so many 
people in this room that want to win and that have been 
there. You just look at teams that have kind of gone… You 
look at Tampa. Tampa beat us. Obviously, they’re a great 
team, but they had some years before where they struggled. 

And then once they finally broke through, now you’re seeing 
that they won the Stanley Cup last year and obviously they 
have a good chance to do it again this year. I think it’s just 
sticking with it. Continuing on. Guys are going to get better. 
The younger guys that are 21, 22, [Aho] is 23 and he’s just 
going to get better. It’s that close and for us to be 
consistently there and give ourselves a chance, that’s all you 
can ask for. I sincerely think once we get over that hurdle, 
there’s going to be good things. 

On his approach to offseason plans: I’ve got a little thing I’ve 
gotta get cleaned up health-wise here. So I’ll do that. Little 
short recovery. And then obviously I have a fresh baby that 
I’m gonna love and cuddle. Obviously, we’ve got to get back 
to Canada. See our families that we haven’t seen in a long 
time. I have talked with my agent a couple of times. It’s still 
fresh. I’m still pretty disappointed in the outcome, so we’ll talk 
and we’ll have a plan and I’m sure we’ll be talking here and 
we’ll see what happens here. 

Sebastian Aho 

On if his transition as a leader has been natural or something 
discussed with the team: It’s more up to me. Every year, you 
want to get better in many ways and be a leader of the time, 
and take steps forward to help the team win more. I think it’s 
more natural as years go by and you get more experience. 
You earn that trust from your teammates and the coaching 
staff. I’d say it’s more of a natural thing than anyone saying 
you have to do this or this. 

On Svechnikov’s season and if he was too hard on himself 
after the season ended: Obviously, the expectations and the 
bar are so high because everyone knows how great of a 
player he is. I’ve always enjoyed playing with him. He’s 
dynamic, he’s strong, he’s skilled. He’s a great player. I don’t 
think he had a bad year, but I’m 100% certain that was 
haven’t seen the best from him. He’s a young guy, been in 
the league three years. Thinking about myself, you need tons 
of experience to be the best of yourself. I think he’s on the 
right track. Everyone loves him. He’s a great guy and a great 
player, so I’m excited to see what’s in his future. 

On if he has any specific training focuses this offseason: It’s 
overall. First, you have to be physically and mentally ready 
when camp starts. You have to use summertime to work on 
your own stuff. Whenever we come back, everyone has to be 
a little better. It’s not like one guy, instead of scoring 20, he 
has to score 40. It doesn’t work like that. Every guy takes a 
little step, and that way we’ll be a better team. 

On being part of such a good center group with Staal and 
Trocheck: It’s awesome. Jordan does it all. He’s the leader of 
the team. He’s a great player for us and a great leader for us, 
so it’s always fun to have a guy like that on your team. You 
watch him on a daily basis. He’s a pro’s pro. He takes care of 
his body and he does it right every day. I sit next to him in 
the locker room, so I’m always looking to him and learning. 
Trocheck’s been great. Right-handed center who took a lot of 
big draws this year and scored big goals. It was a great 
season for him. You need that depth to be a good team. 

On how he leads and wants to improve in being a leader 
moving forward: I just try to be myself. It’s not like I think 
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‘now I have to lead,’ or anything like that. I just want to be the 
guy who leads by example and everyone can watch and kind 
of follow. Obviously, you have to earn trust from your 
teammates and stuff like that, so I just try to be myself every 
day and work as hard as I can and be as good of a player as 
I can. I think that’s going to be my way to lead. 

On if the loss to Tampa is going to fuel his offseason: That’s 
one thing we have to do. Kind of remember how bad it feels 
to lose and use that in everyone’s offseason. Do the work, be 
confident and ready to go for whenever the next season 
starts. It’s a learning experience, but at the same time, we 
want to use that motivation to have a good offseason and be 
ready for the next training camp and season.

 

Hurricanes sign Eric Gelinas 

The Canes have added a veteran who spent the last three 
seasons in Sweden to their blue line.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Canes have added some veteran depth to their blue 
line. The team announced Sunday that it has signed Eric 
Gelinas, who has five NHL seasons under his belt and spent 
the last three seasons in Sweden, to a one-year deal. The 
contract will pay Gelinas $750,000 at the NHL level and 
$125,000 at the AHL.  

Gelinas’ last NHL appearance came in a 27-game stint with 
the Colorado Avalanche in the 2016-17 season. He put up 
34 points in 46 games with Rogle BK in the Swedish Hockey 
League last season.  

The official release from the team follows:  

Canes Sign Eric Gelinas to One-Year Contract 

Defenseman has played 189 career NHL games 

RALEIGH, NC - Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has signed 
defenseman Eric Gelinas to a one-year, two-way contract. 
Gelinas will earn $750,000 at the NHL level and $100,000 at 
the American Hockey League (AHL) level in 2021-22. The 
contract comes with a $125,000 guarantee. 

“Eric is a veteran defenseman with NHL experience,” said 
Waddell. “He had a strong season in a leadership role in 
Sweden last year, and adding him helps solidify our 
defensive depth.” 

Gelinas, 30, posted 34 points (8g, 26a) in 46 games with 
Rögle BK of the Swedish Hockey League (SHL) in 2020-21. 
He ranked fourth in points among SHL defensemen, and his 
+22 rating ranked second in the league. The 6’4”, 216-pound 
defenseman has skated in 90 career SHL games since 2019, 
earning 56 points (14g, 42a). He also played 52 games with 
Slovan Bratislava of the Kontinental Hockey League during 
the 2018-19 season, recording 15 points (5g, 10a). Gelinas 
tallied 55 points (14g, 41a) in 189 career NHL games with 
New Jersey and Colorado from 2013-2017. He also spent 
time in the American Hockey League (AHL) with Albany, San 
Antonio and Laval from 2011-18, registering 102 points (39g, 
63a) in 236 career AHL games. Gelinas led all AHL 
defensemen with 16 goals as a rookie in 2011-12. Prior to 
turning professional, he earned 133 points (31g, 102a) in 244 
games with Lewiston, Chicoutimi and Saint John of the 
Quebec Major Junior Hockey League (QMJHL). He also 
posted 12 points (5g, 7a) in 19 playoff games in 2011 to help 
Saint John capture the President’s Cup and the Memorial 
Cup. The Vanier, Ont., native was selected by New Jersey in 
the second round, 54th overall, of the 2009 NHL Draft.
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https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/11/22529624/they-said-it-martinook-sebastian-aho-on-end-of-carolina-hurricanes-season-nhl-rumors-ufa-

free-agency 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/13/22532367/carolina-hurricanes-eric-gelinas-defenseman 
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The Hurricanes have signed a free agent defenseman to a two-way 
contract 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

JUNE 13, 2021 06:29 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have already started to tinker with their roster 
this offseason, adding to the mix a veteran defender who’s most recently 
played in Europe. 

In a release Sunday afternoon, Canes GM Don Waddell announced the 
team has signed rangy defenseman Eric Gelinas to a one-year, two-way 
deal with $750,000 at the NHL level, and $100,000 at the AHL level. The 
contract includes $125,000 in guaranteed money. 

“Eric is a veteran defenseman with NHL experience,” Waddell said in a 
news release. “He had a strong season in a leadership role in Sweden 
last year, and adding him helps solidify our defensive depth.” 

Gelinas, 30, had 34 points, including 26 assists, in 46 games last season 
with Rögle BK of the Swedish Hockey League in 2020-21, which was 
good for fourth among all SHL defenders. His plus-22 rating was second 
overall in the league. His past two years have also included a stop in the 
Russian-based KHL. 

Gelinas has 55 points in 189 career NHL games with New Jersey and 
Colorado from 2013-17, most recently playing for the Avalanche. He’s 
also played 236 AHL games. During his rookie season in the AHL in 
2011-12, he led the league in goals by a defenseman with 16. 

A second-round pick in the 2009 NHL Draft by New Jersey, Gelinas 
skated for three teams in the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League 
before turning pro, scoring 133 points in 244 games. In his final junior 
stop in Saint John, New Brunswick, Gelinas helped the Sea Dogs 
capture the league title and the Memorial Cup. 

The Canes, meanwhile, were thin on defense during the playoffs this 
past season after suffering a few key injuries. Jaccod Slavin was the 
team’s biggest absence, and at times the Canes used Maxime Lajoie and 
Jake Gardner to spell Slavin. 

There is also uncertainty surrounding the Canes’ blue line moving 
forward. Offensive defenseman Dougie Hamilton is a pending 
unrestricted free agent, as is Jani Hakanpaa, whom the Hurricanes 
acquired midseason from the Ducks. Jake Bean is hitting his restricted 
free agency offseason, as is Lajoie. Both of those defenders make less 
than $1 million. 

Slavin, Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce are the team’s cornerstone 
defenders of the near future, each locked up through 2023-24. Gardner is 
under contract for two more years at a hefty $4.05 million, and could be a 
candidate for a trade or a buyout this offseason after being used 
sparingly in 2020-21. 
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Hurricanes protected list: Who stays and who goes in the Kraken 
expansion draft? 

 

By Sara Civian Jun 13, 2021  

 

The Carolina Hurricanes bowed out of the playoffs less than a week ago, 
and GM Don Waddell has until only July 17 to submit his list of protected 
players before the July 21 expansion draft. 

It’s tough to project this before key unrestricted free agents — Dougie 
Hamilton, Jordan Martinook, Brock McGinn among them — are signed. 
But we’re basically at the one-month mark until Waddell has to submit his 
list. I am just speculating, but I don’t see Hamilton’s deal getting done in 
that time. I don’t know if the Canes will manage to sign both Martinook 
and McGinn in their budget, but let’s say they sign one before the 
expansion draft. In that event, they protect that guy over Morgan Geekie 
in the projection below. Done. 

With the season ending and players showing us all they could, let’s 
update the Hurricanes’ projected list of protected players: 

Projecting the Carolina Hurricanes' protected players 

FORWARDS DEFENSE GOALIES 

Nino Niederreiter 

Brett Pesce 

Alex Nedeljkovic (RFA) 

Sebastian Aho 

Jaccob Slavin 

Jeremy Helvig (RFA) 

Andrei Svechnikov (RFA) 

Brady Skjei 

Warren Foegele (RFA) 

Jake Bean (RFA) 

Martin Necas 

Jake Gardiner 

Jordan Staal (NMC) 

Joey Keane 

Vincent Trocheck 

Maxime Lajoie (RFA) 

Jesper Fast 

Steven Lorentz 
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Morgan Geekie (RFA) 

Available 

Teuvo Teravainen 

Protected 

Ryan Suzuki 

Exempt 

Protected forwards 

Jordan Staal (no-movement clause): Even if the Canes could persuade 
Staal to waive his no-move clause, that would be a silly slap in the face 
to the captain. He’s adored around the team for his ability to lead by 
example, and he had a hand in at least 70 percent of the Hurricanes’ big 
plays this postseason. Staal is the perfect guy to keep around as the rest 
of the young core develops into leaders. He also had 16 goals and 38 
points in 53 games — one of his strongest regular-season stat lines in 
recent memory. 

Sebastian Aho: The Canes didn’t give him up to Montreal. They’re not 
going to give him up to Seattle. 

Teuvo Teravainen: Aho if Teravainen goes to Seattle: 

Andrei Svechnikov: “I would love to stay here forever,” Svechnikov said 
three days ago. 

Vincent Trocheck: I don’t know if the Canes or any of you expected 
Trocheck to be on this list when they first traded for him, but he’s played 
his way into the hearts of everybody for good reason. At times during the 
regular season, he was the Canes’ leading goal scorer, and he got them 
through tough stretches and provided the long-elusive secondary 
scoring. He and coach Rod Brind’Amour have huge respect for each 
other, and that was on display when Trocheck played through a sprained 
medial collateral ligament in Game 5 against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Trocheck doesn’t need surgery, only a few weeks of recovery. Losing 
him to Seattle would be a huge setback when the Hurricanes’ biggest 
issue of the second round was scoring goals. 

Nino Niederreiter: Speaking of the biggest issue of the second round … 
Trocheck and Niederreiter’s injuries really elucidated how important 
they’ve been for the emerging X-factor of this team. Niederreiter has 
been admittedly streaky throughout his career, and he’s taking up a 
considerable amount of cap space with his $5.25 million average annual 
value, but his 20 goals in 56 games are worth the money, and his injury 
was a one-off. 

I’d also argue that Niederreiter is a sneaky great, defensively sound 
forward. And as the second round exposed, you can’t replace his net-
front presence. I’d understand exposing him only if there was some sort 
of replacement plan with the cap space the Canes would get, but when 
he’s hot, you’d be hard-pressed to find anyone with his particular set of 
skills. 

Morgan Geekie: Obviously, this is the most controversial/fringe pick of 
them all, and I don’t know if he would’ve been my pick before the 
playoffs. But seeing the Lightning’s third and fourth lines show up the 
way they did in the playoffs while making less money than the 
Hurricanes’ bottom six has my wheels spinning. Say what you will about 
the Lightning and their cap situation, but if you look at the prices of their 
bottom six and what those players are able to do, you reconsider a few 
things. 

As much as protecting Geekie and exposing Jesper Fast is about money 
(Geekie is a restricted free agent, but Fast is signed through 2023 at a $2 
million AAV), there’s more. 

Per expansion draft rules, you have to expose at least two forwards and 
one defenseman who are under contract for 2021-22 and played in at 
least 27 NHL games in the most recent season or a combined 54 in the 
most recent two seasons. Fast fills that requirement and would take $2 

million off the cap hit if he were selected. Geekie does not fill that 
requirement. 

You know who else meets that requirement? Steven Lorentz, who played 
45 games in 2020-21. So that eliminates the otherwise difficult decision 
of whether to protect Geekie or Lorentz. 

Protected defensemen 

Jaccob Slavin: Is there anyone in the entire National Hockey League with 
a better value-to-contract ratio? One of the best defensemen in the 
league for $5.3 million AAV until 2026? Slavin is one of the most loyal 
people around and has settled down in Raleigh with his wife and 
daughter. Fire anyone who even thinks about exposing Slavin. 

Brett Pesce: Another great contract at $4.025 million AAV through 2024, 
Pesce took a huge step during these playoffs in leadership and 
versatility. Pesce is a favorite in the locker room, and in an offseason full 
of tough decisions, you want to keep that spirit as much as you can. 
Another no-brainer. 

Brady Skjei (?): I liked what I saw from Skjei as the season went on, and 
especially in the playoffs. I said no UFAs would be included in this list 
because no UFAs have been signed yet, but in my eyes, if you’re 
seriously planning to re-sign Hamilton, you expose Skjei and his $5.25 
million cap hit. Re-signing Hamilton and letting Jake Bean further develop 
makes sense in that context. But it’s tough to imagine this blue line 
without Dougie and Skjei next season, unless, again, there’s an 
adequate backup plan. 

Protected goalie 

Alex Nedeljkovic: Nedeljkovic was once a placeholder in these 
projections, because he was the only NHL-caliber goalie not becoming 
an unrestricted free agent in 2021, and hey, maybe he’ll do something 
cool. 

Folks, he did something cool. 

“There’s always that little bit of uncertainty when you don’t have a deal. 
It’s a little different as an RFA since there’s one team to focus on,” he 
said. “I’m excited. I’ve loved living in North Carolina. The time I had in 
Charlotte (in the AHL) was great. It was an awesome city. Being able to 
spend time in Raleigh this year was great, learning more about the city 
and area. Living here and meeting the people. These are some great 
fans.” 

Jeremy Helvig is eligible for exposure. 
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The Athletic / Relax, it’s Carey Price: Tales of the ‘super easygoing dude’ 
leading the Canadiens into Las Vegas 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald Jun 13, 2021  

 

Jay Baruchel, the Canadian actor, was calling from somewhere deep in 
the Canadian wilderness, and he was talking about hockey. Specifically, 
he was near Kingston, Ont., and much more specifically, he was 
discussing the fate of his beloved Montreal Canadiens. 

“This is what sucks the hardest: Until this morning, it was just like, 
‘Everything is gravy, we have no expectations of winning — whatever 
happens, rock and roll, baby,’” he said with a laugh. “Now, all of the 
sudden, like fucking clockwork, it’s like, ‘No, now my life depends on 
this.’” 
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The Vegas Golden Knights eliminated the Colorado Avalanche the night 
before, setting up a surprising Stanley Cup semifinal series with 
Montreal. The Canadiens emerged as playoff champions of the NHL’s 
North Division with a comeback win over Toronto, and a grinding, 
lunchpail sweep of Winnipeg. 

Montreal has gone from playoff longshot to within eight wins of a Stanley 
Cup title, and much of it is thanks to goaltender Carey Price, who leads 
all playoff goalies this season with a .935 save percentage and is third 
with a 1.97 goals-against average entering the semifinal round. 

“I’m going to be sick to my stomach through every single game,” said 
Baruchel. 

He has confidence in the players, he said, and the system in which they 
play. He also has confidence in their goaltender. Baruchel co-starred in a 
commercial with Price, and they have known each other socially through 
the years. 

“I only ever see him in super-weird, specific places like awards shows,” 
he said. “There’s a bunch of nice guys in hockey, but Carey is a super, 
super easygoing dude.” 

Ahead of the Stanley Cup semifinal, The Athletic called 11 former 
teammates (along with mentors and co-stars) to ask about a goalie who 
rarely seems rattled by the bright lights and big stages. (Years in 
parentheses show the time period the player was teammates with Price.) 

Price held the Maple Leafs, the North Division’s top-scoring team, to six 
goals over the final three games of their first-round series as Montreal 
rallied from 3-1 down for a surprising win. (John E. Sokolowski / USA 
Today) 

Mike Weaver, defenceman, Montreal Canadiens (2013-15): I’d never met 
a normal goalie until I met Carey Price. 

Shaun Vey, forward, Tri-City Americans (2004-07): He’s pretty calm. I 
think that might be one of his biggest strengths, and why he’s lasted in 
Montreal as long as he has. 

Weaver: Anybody who stands in front of 100 mile-per-hour shots 
consistently is a little off. Goalies typically keep to themselves. They’re 
just a little different. But I’m telling you: Carey Price is just as normal as 
they come. 

Olaf Kolzig, former NHL goaltender: It’s his demeanour. He’s the perfect 
person to play that position in Montreal. The pressure just kind of rolls off 
his back. 

Alex Aldred, forward, Tri-City (2005-07): He was the cornerstone of the 
team. 

Kolzig: He always wanted to get in a scrap in practice with me. And I 
don’t know if he was just trying to see where he was at. But he was fun 
that way. 

Vey: He hated getting scored on in practice. Visibly angry. 

Brett Festerling, defenceman, Tri-City (2002-05): You can tell it irks him. 
He hated — hated — getting beat. 

Vey: You could just see the look in his eye. He’d swat the puck away, 
and then he’d make sure he got you the next time. I don’t remember him 
being a swear-er. I just remember, when you did beat him, you could just 
sense the disgust in him, in his eyes. He’d swat the puck away. And the 
next time, he’d make sure he’d bear right down and didn’t let you score. 

Aldred: He was too good for junior, to be honest, and just kind of proved 
it the more he’s been playing — through Hamilton and through Montreal. 

Zack Stortini, forward, Hamilton Bulldogs (2006-07): I remember him 
playing his first game, and it was like, “Wow, this guy is unbelievable.” 

Corey Locke, forward, Hamilton (2006-08): I remember him coming in for 
the last weekend of the season. We had three games in three days. We 
clinched a playoff spot, but we were fighting with Rochester for home ice. 

He played on the Friday night against Grand Rapids at home. I recall this 
five-on-three power-play that Grand Rapids had. They were just zipping it 
around, going cross-box, seam and all this stuff. He made three or four 
unbelievable saves. I was just like, “Wow, that’s pretty impressive.” 

Yann Danis, goaltender, Hamilton (2006-08): That was my third year 
there. I had played just over half the games. I was hoping to get the 
chance to play in the playoffs. Actually, I was told that I was going to play 
in the playoffs. And then things changed. If I’m honest, I wasn’t too 
thrilled with how things went down at the time. 

Locke: I just remember being like, “How did this kid lose in Tri-City in the 
playoffs?” 

Danis: He was respectful. I think he felt a little bad, obviously. But I didn’t 
blame him for anything. Obviously that wasn’t his fault. He came in, and 
he was asked to play. He did, and he played well. 

NHL all-time playoff GAA leaders 

RANK GOALIE YEARS GAA TOI 

1 

Turk Broda 

1937-1952 

1.97 

6386:03 

2 

Dominik Hasek 

1991-2008 

2.02 

7316:53 

3 

Martin Brodeur 

1992-2012 

2.02 

12717:01 

4 

Chris Osgood 

1994-2009 

2.09 

7650:58 

5 

Jacques Plante 

1953-1973 

2.12 

6645:43 

6 

Braden Holtby 

2012-2020 

2.13 

6012:47 

7 
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Ed Belfour 

1990-2004 

2.17 

9943:24 

8 

Tuukka Rask 

2010-2021 

2.22 

6540:42 

9 

Jonathan Quick 

2010-2018 

2.23 

5250:11 

10 

Patrick Roy 

1986-2003 

2.30 

15205:18 

11 

Henrik Lundqvist 

2006-2020 

2.30 

7935:25 

12 

Carey Price 

2008-2021 

2.36 

4850:18 

Min. 4500 TOI 

Ajay Baines, forward, Hamilton (2006-08): He comes in, and he’s staying 
at the hotel. I lived with Ryan O’Byrne, Matt D’Agostini and Kyle 
Chipchura. I was the old guy with the three young guys. We lived in an 
apartment, and we’d always have dinner together. We told Carey after 
practice, “We’ll pick you up at the hotel: Come have dinner with us 
tonight and hang out.” 

Duncan Milroy, forward, Hamilton (2006-08): He didn’t come across as 
an arrogant, cocky young kid, where “this is just a pit stop for me.” He 
came in with the intention of, “I’m going to be a part of this team, and I’m 
going to get along.” 

Baines: Carey’s over. We’re just hanging out. Chipper had a PlayStation. 
They’re playing FIFA soccer. I had a buddy, Steve Gainey. His dad, Bob, 
was general manager in Montreal. Steve was assistant coach of the 
(Kamloops) Blazers that year in the WHL. He called and said, “I’ve got to 
tell you an interesting story. In 1985, Montreal called up a 19-year-old 
goalie to their farm team. They threw him in the net for the playoffs, and 
they went and won the Calder Cup and the goalie got MVP.” I said, “Let 
me guess: Patrick Roy?” I pulled the phone down from my face. Carey 
and Chipchura were playing PlayStation. I go, “Carey, you hear that? In 

1985, the Habs called up a 19-year-old goalie to their farm team and he 
went in the net and won the Cup and MVP of the playoffs.” No word of a 
lie, he was so calm and cool. He kept pressing the buttons, looked at me 
and goes: “That’s it? That’s all I got to do? OK.” And then, two months 
later, he’s MVP and we won the Calder Cup. 

Stortini: There was a time I took a penalty. They scored on it. I felt awful. 
He just gave me a little pat: “Don’t worry about it.” It just shows his 
incredible leadership at that age. 

Festerling: He’s just a good, salt-of-the-earth, small-town boy. He 
reminds me of home, his personality. Super-quiet. Big family guy. Still 
loves the farm and the country. 

Aldred: I think he’s got a close circle of friends that he probably opens up 
a little bit to. If you’re in the dressing room, he’s not really saying too 
much. He’s not a rah-rah guy. You know he’s definitely a team guy, and if 
things aren’t going our way, he would definitely voice his opinion. It 
wasn’t all the time. When he’s talking, everybody listens. 

Vey: Carey doesn’t talk a lot about himself. That’s my experience with 
him. So when we get together, we don’t talk about hockey. If I’m really 
interested in something, I’ll ask him something. It’s his personality. He 
doesn’t like to talk about himself. He would rather talk about family and 
other passions, and put hockey aside and leave that at the rink. 

Kolzig: He’s even more calm now than back in junior. That obviously 
comes with maturity. I mean, he was a calm guy at 17. But to play all 
those years in such a pressure-packed city. … I remember the time they 
traded (Jaroslav) Halak (in the 2010 offseason). It was a preseason 
game, and they didn’t play really well. This was after Halak did what he 
did to Washington in the playoffs. And I remember the quote: Carey 
goes, “Relax, it’s just preseason.” I don’t think people really took it that 
well. But if you know Carey, it’s exactly what he means. It’s like, “Hey, I’ll 
be there when the pressure’s really on.” 

Weaver: When I was there, (Michel) Therrien was coach. It was a simple 
drill. The puck would get dumped in by the forward. The defenceman 
would turn around and go behind the net. The goalie would set it up, and 
they would leave it and go in front of the net. I would pick it up and pass it 
to the forward who came down low. That forward would just skate down 
the ice and, at the red line, dump it in, and it would start at that end. 
We’re in playoffs. It’s supposed to be a calm drill. A warm-up drill. Carey 
started throwing it into my feet, from not even three feet away. He 
thought it was funny … it turned into tradition. Every time we did that drill, 
all the coaches started laughing. 

Baruchel: When you throw a non-actor onto set, and you put them in 
front of cameras and crew and lights, I don’t care how many stadiums 
they’ve played in, it is more focused and intimate. It’s a hurdle that I still 
have to trick myself into getting past, and I’ve been doing this since 1995. 
For a lot of people who have never really done it, it can reasonably and 
understandably freak them the fuck out. And to ask them to then not look 
like they’re stressed, and not stare into the camera, but also ask them to 
come up with shit to say? That’s insane. I mention all of this because we 
sit down and shoot with Carey, and he rolls in, ice-water in his veins and 
is quite self-deprecating. 

Baines: He’s goofy. He’s got a great sense of humour. He’s not afraid to 
laugh and smile at any time. 

Baruchel: I’m a bit of an asshole with ad-libbing. I always do it. Whether 
or not they use it, it’s up to them. I’m sure it’s to the chagrin of a lot of the 
people who have hired me. But it’s there. It’s always there. I just can’t 
help it. And so I always start fucking about. And goddammit, man, he was 
up for it. 

Aldred: Can we be surprised by anything that Carey Price does now? If 
he were to get a shutout it, it’s like, “Yeah, that’s Carey Price.” 

Milroy: Out of all the people you’re talking to, I’d be shocked if you told 
me somebody said anything bad about him. 
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Danis: A lot of people were talking in recent years that maybe his play 
wasn’t up to the same level. In Montreal, they’re quick to turn around. 
Now? You see the Carey Price who is in the zone. And when he’s that 
way, there’s no doubt he’s still the best goalie in the league. I don’t think 
anybody comes close to that level. He can literally win games for you. 

Milroy: It’s fun to see. If anything, it can be a little annoying because 
everybody knows I played with Carey Price, so I get text messages, and I 
get phone calls. At work, people keep asking me about Carey. It’s like 
they think I’ve got him on speed dial and I can talk to him. 

Kolzig: I texted him after the Toronto series, after Game 7. I said, “What a 
game, what a hell of a series.” He texted me back: “It’s funny, this hockey 
thing.” It wasn’t anything like, “Aw yeah, thanks man. It’s just 
unbelievable.” It’s just ho-hum, onto the next series. It’s great to watch. 

Danis: I have my oldest kid, who’s a big fan. We’re watching the games 
together. He’s got his Carey Price jersey. He’s a big Carey Price fan. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Islanders manage playoff intensity to perfection in Game 1 
win over Lightning 

 

Chris Johnston June 13, 2021, 7:42 PM 

 

For the NHL’s ultimate underdogs, this was a moment worth savouring. 

In their first look at the Tampa Bay Lighting since last year’s Eastern 
Conference Final, the New York Islanders landed a solid counter-punch 
by bottling up the defending champs with a 2-1 victory to open this third-
round rematch. 

Mathew Barzal and Ryan Pulock scored the only goals Semyon 
Varlamov needed to secure the Islanders a win nine months in the 
making. That’s how long they’ve had to stew on a six-game defeat at the 
hands of Tampa inside the Edmonton bubble last fall. 

“Both teams were familiar [with each other] and both teams went at it,” 
said Islanders coach Barry Trotz. 

“They’re the standard of the league, I would say,” added Barzal. 

And yet New York was full value for its win at Amalie Arena, keeping the 
Lightning’s most dangerous shooters at a safe distance. Brayden Point 
broke Varlamov’s shutout bid in the final minute, but he, Nikita Kucherov 
and Steven Stamkos were held to just four total shots in the game. 

Taking only two minor penalties was critical in that success because of 
Tampa’s world-beating power play. 

But the Islanders also managed the playoff intensity to perfection, 
avoiding any unnecessary risk and completely nullifying the Lightning’s 
ability to attack off the rush. 

“I think we played the right way,” said Pulock. 

This is what we’ve come to expect of a team that consistently fights 
above its weight class and befuddles bookmakers. The Islanders were 
once again listed as underdogs entering a series — that didn’t keep them 
from eliminating Pittsburgh and Boston already this spring — and Trotz 
acknowledged that it’s a label the group draws on for additional 
motivation. 

“I think probably every coach that ever lived used that tactic,” he said. 

They are also looking to make good on a second opportunity to take out 
the Lightning and reach the Stanley Cup Final. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

The first step went much better than a year ago, when the Islanders 
faced a tight turnaround after relocating from the Toronto bubble to the 
Edmonton bubble and faceplanted with an 8-2 loss in the series opener. 
It was much tighter the rest of the way in. 

“Last year I didn’t think it was fair at all,” said Trotz. “I thought today was 
more reminiscent of Games 2 and 3 and 4 and 5 and 6 from last year. 
Both teams are pretty well the same as they were last year.” 

Barzal opened the scoring in Sunday’s game, jumping on the ice for a 
line change just as Josh Bailey found him with a stretch pass. He was in 
a puck race with Jan Rutta and opened up Andrei Vasilevskiy’s legs just 
enough to stuff a shot through the five-hole. 

Pulock made it 2-0 early in the third period by hammering a point shot 
past Vasilevskiy’s blocker. 

That gave the Islanders enough breathing room to get through a frantic 
final two minutes that included Point’s power-play marker. But even after 
limiting Tampa to just eight high-danger chances in Game 1 the respect 
from the visitor’s side was evident. 

“Every time you’re on the ice with them you know how much skill they 
have and puck possession,” said Barzal. “Such a nice team to watch. 
When you’re playing against them, it sucks, just because you’re chasing 
the puck and whatnot.” 

Varlamov had kind words for his countryman after besting him with a 30-
save effort. 

“I mean Vasilevskiy, to me he’s the best goalie in the NHL,” said 
Varlamov. “He’s been the best goalie in the NHL the last couple of years, 
he’s outstanding. He’s also a great person, a very humble guy. 

“I like this kid, but now we play against each other.” 

This Stanley Cup semifinal series looks like it will be a close one and a 
long one. The Islanders understand they’re still facing an uphill climb, but 
took a big step by claiming a road victory directly out of the gate. 

That makes it more likely they’ll get the chance to play three games in 
front of their ice-tilting, raucous Coliseum crowd during this best-of-
seven. 

They’ve also received a boost of confidence by meeting the moment in 
their first game against Tampa since Sept. 17. It’s a sure sign that their 
own championship intentions remain intact. 

“It’s not necessarily the trophy, it’s the journey to the trophy. Those are 
the important things,” said Trotz. “Then at the end if you get something 
you put on the shelf, that’s great, but you’ll remember all the moments 
and you’ll remember the journey.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens’ Bergevin appears reinvigorated after 
challenging 2021 season 

 

Eric Engels June 12, 2021, 2:39 PM 

 

MONTREAL — I can’t be the only one who’s been wondering what this 
year has been like for Montreal Canadiens general manager Marc 
Bergevin. 

It promised a unique experience for everyone, but he couldn’t have 
possibly envisioned how complicated and trying it would be — especially 
after a highly successful off-season he came out of feeling like he had 
addressed every need his team had. 
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Bergevin picked up Jake Allen to give Carey Price the rest he’d need to 
perform the way he’s performing right now, he signed Joel Edmundson to 
further offer his defence a nastiness that has helped carry it to the final 
four of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, he brought in Tyler Toffoli, Josh 
Anderson and Corey Perry to diversify the dimension of his offence and 
offer a balance that could mitigate its lack of superstar presence, and 
then he asserted that the Canadiens are “here to win,” that they “mean 
business,” and that they “can play any way you want.” 

The GM had eight years of experience on the job prior. He had gone 
through every high and low, lived the excitement of guiding a team deep 
into the playoffs and suffered through the pain that comes with resetting 
the roster and not witnessing a post-season game at the Bell Centre 
since 2017. But nothing could have prepared him for what he’d have to 
endure during this unprecedented season. 

Stream the Stanley Cup Playoffs with Sportsnet NOW 

Bergevin watched the team he believed so much in, and the team he 
invested so much in, set fire to a 7-1-2 start. He relieved Claude Julien 
and Kirk Muller of their coaching duties with the Canadiens sitting on a 9-
5-4 record and he appointed Dominique Ducharme head coach and 
promoted Alex Burrows as an assistant to extinguish the flames 
immediately. When they weren’t able to, he fired goaltending coach 
Stephane Waite and promoted scout Sean Burke to get Price back to 
where he was expected to be. 

Right as the Canadiens appeared to be straightening out, COVID-19 hit, 
shut the team down for a week and forced them to close out the season 
with 25 games in 44 days. If Bergevin had hoped they’d show their true 
colours then, they failed him — losing 14 of their final 21 games and 
backing into the playoffs with the worst record of any team participating. 

And as they appeared to be bowing out meekly, down 3-1 in their first-
round series against the Toronto Maple Leafs, I had an impossible time 
envisioning him wanting to continue on in a job that would even test the 
Dalai Lama’s unshakeable Zen. 

But seeing the passion and enthusiasm with which Bergevin met his 
players after they won their seventh consecutive game of these playoffs 
to eliminate the Winnipeg Jets and stamp their ticket to the semifinal, I’m 
having an even harder time seeing him relinquish his role. 

“It’s great to see,” said Ducharme on Friday. “He’s working hard… he’s 
heart-and-soul about the Canadiens and having success. We’re all in this 
together — players, coaches, management — we all want the same 
thing. To see him as happy as us… he’s maybe a little bit more 
expressive, but we’re all in this together. I think he was known as a 
player to be a team guy, to be a player that you want to have on your 
side in any fight. And he’s the same in the management as a GM, he’s 
the same way. He’s there on your side, too, as a coach to help me out, to 
support me if I need anything. So, it’s great to see.” 

Canadiens owner Geoff Molson recognized it long ago and stood by 
Bergevin after his worst stint as GM, in 2018. When I spoke with Molson 
prior to this season, his excitement about the work Bergevin had done in 
the years since — and particularly in the months before the puck dropped 
in January — came through loud and clear over the phone. So, when 
Elliotte Friedman reported in early May that discussions on a new 
contract had begun, with Bergevin under term for just one more season 
after this one, it hardly came across as a surprise. 

And since sources recently informed me a lucrative, three-year deal was 
on offer — something neither Bergevin nor Molson will confirm — I’ve 
started to shift from believing the soon-to-be 56-year-old might not want 
to continue that long to wondering if he’ll push for more time and more 
money. 

If we’re to take Bergevin at his word, he didn’t quite suffer through the 
peaks and valleys of this season the way some — including yours truly 
— thought he might have. 

“I believed in this team since the beginning, and even in January I said 
we had built a team for the playoffs,” he said on Saturday, just hours 

before the Canadiens departed for Las Vegas to take on the Golden 
Knights come Monday. 

“But during the season, there were ups and downs, and I won’t hide from 
the fact that the schedule of 25 games over 44 days did a lot of damage 
physically, but also mentally,” Bergevin added. “In the Canadian Division, 
we were the division with the most travel between east and west, too, 
and that factored in for the players. Personally, I stayed calm. We were 
aware of certain veterans who stood up in our room. I think the Corey 
Perrys and Eric Staals, Jake Allen and Eddie and (Shea Weber) Weby 
had things to say that were important. It also takes some luck, and we 
won’t deny that, but everything seemed to go alright. And with the way 
we’re performing right now, I’m very proud of our team.” 

Bergevin’s confidence in his work, too, has been reinforced on this run. 

“The guys we brought in — sometimes it does work, sometimes it doesn’t 
work,” he said, “but we knew we were bringing guys with character, and 
like I mentioned to our team in our first meeting in Toronto before the 
season started, these guys who won Stanley Cups, they were not 
brought in by accident but by design. And I think it’s paying off now.” 

Bergevin reminded the Canadiens are only halfway to where they want to 
be, but he also said they have no intention of stopping here. 

“Our team, regardless of all the trials we went through, we were able to 
overcome them,” he said. “Today, and over the last few months, I’ve 
sensed a team that’s together, a team that been strengthened and a 
team that’s really enjoying playing with each other. The enthusiasm in the 
room really feels special between our veterans and our youngsters.” 

It’s there in the front office, too, in spite of all the different ways 2021 has 
challenged Bergevin. 
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